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No. 7 4.-July, 1838. 

1.-The General Assembly's Pastoral Letter on Family Wor­
ship. 

We recommend to our readers the perusa1 of the following alft!ctionate 
anfl impressive address of the General Assembly of the Church ofScotland 
to her peoplP-, on a suhject which many require to take into serious consi­
deration. We fear, that not a few of those who aspire to the name of 
Christians, are but too oegligent in the regular performance of family 
worship; and that those, who are Christians indeed, do not always, when 
mingling in society, bring to the remembrance of others the solemn obli­
gation which all, who are the professing followers of the Saviour, and be­
lievers in the overruling providence of God, lie under to engage in Divine 
Worship in their families, to assemble ~heir households before the merciful 
and H~ly One who presea·ves and guides them, in order that they may 
show forth together his "loving kindness in the morning, and his faith­
fulness every night." 

We rejoice in holding such a pledge, as the following, of the Parental 
interest which _the national Church of Scotla~d thus manifests for the 
increase of true piety and godliness among those who adhe1·e tu her doc­
trine, d_isciplioe, and forms of worship. 

~­
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, To our 

dearly beloved People : Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 
Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

On your behalf, bretlu·en, we thauk God, whom ~ serve with 
our spirit in the Gospel of His Son, that your faith and devo­
tion have long been spoken of throughout the world ; and we are 
bound always to have remembrance of you in our prayers night 
and day, greatly desiring that, like your forefathers in times of 
clearest light, you may continue stedfaslly in the fear of the 
Lord, an<l in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, abounding in the 
exercises of that unfeigned godliness which is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. 

In compliance with the solicitations of many who watch for 
Jour souls, a11d are jealous over you with godly jealousy, we 

VII. 3 c 
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have resolved to i!'lsue this brotherly exhortation on the sacred 
and indispensable duty ef Fami\.v \V orship,-not as if we had 
any rt>cent ground for apprehending that it is likely to fall iuto 
more extensive neglect, but because we know too well that it i~ 
by 110 means universally practised, and because even the purest 
minds require to be stirred up by way of reme111b1·ance, that 
while they hold fast the profession of their own faith without 
wavering, they maJ consider one another to provoke and er1-
courage, by good counsel and good example, to the love of 
truth and holiness, and to the habitual and serious obse1·vance 
of those office;; of piety, whereby, as surely as the body is 11ou­
rished and refreshed by its daily bread aud its nightly rest, the 
soul of man, through the nurture and admonition of the Lorci, is 
-progressively matured in excellence and i;trength, till it is ad­
vanced to the perfection and glory of its immortal existence. 

In calling your attention to this momentous topic, ,ve think 
it superfluous to enlarge on the high o.hligations by which the 
duty is enforced, ---obligations which are involved in the very 
constitution of our frail and dependent being, aud impressed on 
the understanding and, the heart by the persuasive voice of 
scriptural authority, opening the ears of men, and sealing the 
instruction by which God speaketh, not once or twice, but at 
sundry times and in divers manners, adding line upon line, 
precept upon precept, promise upon promise, and threatening 
upon threatening, so as to bring perpetually to remembrance 
both t11e blessings which are multiplied to them t.hat fear the 
Lord, and the fury which is poured out on the families which 
call not on his name. The appointment of the reasonable ser­
vice of bowing down at the domestic altar before the Lord our 
Maker, that, in waiting for the promised effusion of the Spirit 
of grace and supplication, we may be filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, has ever been regarded by all men of sound mind 
and Christian experience, not as the imposition of an irksome 
yoke, but as the conveyance of an inestimable privilege; for as 
often as be marks the tokens of God'11 power and presence in 
making the outgoings of the morning and evening to rejoice, 
must every enlightened and purified heart, lifting up its affec­
tions to the Father of Spirits, acknowledge, with triumphant 
i<atisfaction, that it is a good thing to shew forth his loving­
kindness in the morning, and his faithfulness every night. 

To those only who have tasted and seen it, can we speak in­
telligibly of the tranquil delight which is awakened and sustain­
ed uy such periodical acts of household worship, a1, are not a 
mere formal cerernouy in which the members join with reluctant 
or cold compliance, but the fervent utterance of lips, which, out 
of the abundance of the heart in which the love of God is shed 
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abroad, are, by the influence of that unquenchable affection, 
most pleasingly constrained to celebrate the mercies which are 
new every morning, nn<l to offer up the spiritual incense of pray­
er with as unceasing regularity as from the sanctuary of Israel 
tbe smoke of the evening sacrifice aroi1e, or as the early dew of 
Hermon descended on the mountain11 of Sion, when there the 
Lord commanded the blessing-even life fo.r evermore. 

Without all controversy, the benefits produced by this hal­
lowed exercise are ineffably preci(ms. It is not enough to say 
that thus are devout and grateful emotions awakene<l,-thmi 
is faith in the superintending providence and holy promises of 
God eonfirmed,-thus are the graces of humility, resignation, 
and patience, nourished and increased, while, with the eontem­
plation of the infinite excellence, the unwearied beneficence, 
and the everlasting strength of the Lord Jehovah, we contrast 
the instability, deceitfulness, and desperate wickedness of the 
heart of mae. By the infallible testimony of Heaven, we are 
authorised to affirm constantly that there is an efficacy in the 
prayer of faith, which though inexplicable by our feeble under­
sta11dings, must, through all ages, continue to avail as much as 
it did in the days of those patriarchs, prophets, and righteous 
men, who, as princes, had power with God when, receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be moved, they had grace to serve Him 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear. The Lord is ever 
nigh unto them ttat are of a broken heart, and saveth such as 
be of a contrite spirit, when, taking with them the words which 
inspired wisdom has taught them to utter, they lift up their de­
sires at his footstool, not seeking great things for themselves. or 
panting after the dust of the earth, or sighi·ng for the vain de­
lights of the sons of men, but thirsting and longing for the 
blessedness of the man whose transgression is forgiven, and who, 
being justified by faith, has peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Ch1·ist. We have no encouragement to hope that, by 
taking thought for temporal satisfactions, we shall find grace in 
the sight of the Lord; but if we aspire after the best gifts which 
are the heritage of the faithful, seeking first the kingdom of God, 
and his 1·ighteousness, we believe and are sure that his divine 
pow~r will give us-all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that bath called us to glory and 
virtue. Though our Father in the heavens knoweth what things 
we have need of before we ask them, and though the purposes 
of his evei-lasting kindness are often fulfi.lled more substantially 
by withholding than by granting the desires which we naturally 
che1·ish, it is only to them ~Yho worship him in spirit and in truth, 
that he has promised to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
t.hey ask or think; and we have no more solid ground to expect 
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that we sli:=dl receive without asking, or that ·we -shall 6nd with­
out seeking, than the husbandman has to look for au abundant 
han"est !-priniring up in the fields which he hai,i neither planted 
11or trn"tered, or than the merchant has to calculate on recei1•ing. 
his 01Yn with usury, for the talent which has been tied up in a 
napkin 01· buried in the earth. 

Jt is not for us to unfold the laws of the spiritual wodd, so nli 
to demonstrate why and how it is that the communicationR of 
hea,·enly influence and favour are in any degree suspended on 
the frequency and fervency of om· supplications. But this we 
know, that, as in old time the father of the faithful commanded 
l1is children and his household after him, to unite with him in 
the exercises of a holy life, that the Lord might bring upon 
Abraham that which he had spoken ofhim,-even so, in all ge­
nerai.ions, may the willing and obedient hope, that while seeking 
unto God and committing their cause to him who doeth great 
things and unsearchable, they place thei1· confidence, not in their 
own importunity or their own efforts, but in the exalted merit 
and prevalent intercession of the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
they cannot fail to be made partakers of that abundant grace 
which ought to be the chief object of all our prayers, and which 
is neYer denied to the humble. We know assuredly that om· 
heavenly Father give(h his holy Spirit to them who ask him; 
and if, for the sake of his beloved Son, he is pleased to bestow 
this unspeakable gift in answer to the prayer of the believing 
soul, why sl10uld we hesitate to admit that it is of the Lord's 
mercies that, by the eternal ordination of divine wisdom, prayer 
has been rendered one of the sure and suffiqjent means of trans­
mitting to the faithfnl every other good and perfect gift which 
cometh down from the Father of lights with whom is no varia~ 
bleness neither shadow of turning ? 

To the duties of social prayer and thanksgiving, accompanied 
with that instruction in righteousness which the reading of the 
Scriptures is calculated to impart, let the benefit thus conferred 
on your several domestic circles operate as a strong incitement. 
It is not, indeed, within the compasB of human ability to infuse 
grace into the souls which.Qre most tenderly beloved. But great 
will probably be the influence of a pious example on those who 
confide in your affection, and have cause to revere you1· worth. 
If your children and dependents perceive, that while you _a_1·e 
not slothful in the business of time, you are also fervent in spmt, 
i;erving the Lord; and that while you provide for your own the 
food and the raiment which are obtained by the blessing of God 
011 the hand of the diligent, you ask for them that bread .of hea­
ven which slrengtheneth the heart, may you not hope that they 
will be stirred up both to pray and to labour for the meat which 
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endureth to life everla11ting, and that they will learn to regard 
the favour of God aR a better portion than the abundance of 
corn and wine? May you not hope, that while your own minds 
a1·e elevated by contemplating the works of creation, providence, 
and redemption, and by reflecting on the dignified and endearing 
relation to which you have been raised in having " recei ve<l the 
spirit of adoption, whereby you cry Abba, Father," they who 
)ook up to you for guidauce and protection will take pleasure in 
approaching to God, and, through the experience of the peace 
of walking with the wisc, will be taught to abhor the entice­
ments of sinners, and to hold fast that which is good ? And 
even in the case of those who, through perversity of heart and 
the snares of an evil world, have forsaken the path of integrity 
and truth, may it not be hoped that the wise coum,el,i which 
they have for a season forgotten, and the devotional habits 
which they have long failed to imitate, will, like the bread ca~t 
upon the waters, be found after many day:i ? Small must have 
been your experience of the discipline of providence, if ycu have 
never known so much as one who had wandered so far from 
the way of peace as to disappoint the earnest expectations of his 
father, and to turn the joy of her who bare him into bitterness, 
hut who, after his own wickedness had conected him, and his 
backslidings reproved him, has been awakened to new obedience, 
by recalling to his agonized mind, with reverential awe, the 
solemn image of the parental guide, in whose quiet habitation the 
daily exercises of prayer and praise !,allowed every pursuit, 
lightened every care, soothed every sorrow, and seasoned every 
enjoyment, so as to render the voice of rejoicing and salvation 
in the tabernacles of the righteons, a lively type of the blessed 
conversation of heaven, and a delicious foretaste of the fellowship 
of the saints in light. 

If ye know these things by your own experience, or by the 
incontrovertible testimony of them who have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious, happy are ye if ye do them. Nor can you 
have peace and safety if, knowing what is good, you leave it 
undone. 

And while you present your supplications for yourselves and 
your families, forget not the eternal concerns of the families 
which call not on the name of God. If it be, as it ought to be, 
you1· heart's desire that they may be brought to the obedience 
of the Gospel, brethren, pray for us, and for all the ministers of 
the truth, that the word of the Lord may have free course and 
be glorified, even as it is with you. Such an intercession as 
this will assuredly prove efficacious towards the enlargement of 
the household of faith, if all of you, both small and great, not 
~nly in the congrega.ti~ns of the upright who in heaviness of 
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heart sigh for the abounding of iniquity and the failing of truth, 
but in ~-om· families apart, and in your uni-een retirements, pros• 
trate yourselves at the footstool of your Father in heaven who 
seeth in secret, and pom out your desires before him in that effec­
tual fervent importunity which, like the long and patient waiting 
of the husbandm:m for the precious fruit of the ea1·th, will, ac­
cording to the sure word of promise, issue in plenteous shower11 
of blessings not, confined to any favomed spot or any privileged! 
community, but dropping down fertility fa1· and wide over fields 
co-extensive with the inhabited world, filled as it shall be, in 
that e,·ening-time of light, with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea : And thus the God of the­
whole earth, in remembrance of his holy covenant, and in fulfil­
ment of the good pleasure of his goodness, will arise and have 
mercy not only on the mountain of holiness in which he had 
his dwelling in time past, but on all in every place who call on 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord; so that, while he clothes 
his priests with salvation and makes his people shout fo1· joy, 
the ways of Zion, which have mourned because few came to the 
solemn feasts, shall be thronged with the multitudes who keep 
the holy day with thanksgiving in their hearts and the high 
praises of God in their mouths,-wisdom and knowledge shall 
be the stability of those times of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord, when his works shall appear before the face of his 
servants and his glory to their children; and they that fear the 
Lord, being all replenished with the riches of grace, shall take 
that sweet counsel together which revives the inward part, and 
knits tbe brotherhood of Christians in the unity of the faith and 
the holy Lond of perfectness. '' Then shall the offoring of his 
people be pleasant unto the Lord as in the days of old, and as 
in former years." " And the Lord will create upon every dwell­
ing-place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and 
smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for 
upon all the glory :,1hall be a defence." 

II.-lmpo1·tance of the study of Sanskrit. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLEMEN, • 

Jn the Number of your Magazine for the month of April, 1833, there is • 
good article on the 2nd edition of prnfessor Wilson's Sanskrit Dictionary, 
pp. 183-11'19, which concludes with somejudicious and impo1·tant remm·ks 
on the employment of the Sanskrit language as subservient to the propa. 
gation of Christianity. This is a subject which deserves infinitely more 111. 
tention than it has yet received, and I would commend the paper in ques. 
iion to the careful penuial uf your readen. Can you infonn the P,Ublio if 
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the " Har~ony of the GoRpels," alluded to "at page 189, prepared by the 
Rev. Mr. Yates, in Sanskrit, has ever been published; and what are the 
names and su hjects of the " one or two small trncts" mentioned in the 
aame page, nad where they are to be procured ? 

Your obedient serv;,nt, 
M11y 17th, 1838. A READER. 

To the above inquiries we are enabled categorically to reply as follows: 
I. The Harmony of the Gospels in Sanskrit has never been published. 

It has been lying by the compiler, (the Rev. Mr. Yates,) in MS. for ten or 
twelve years, there being no funds within his reach which could he appro­
priated to the printing of it. Though all scripture, yet it cannot he pub­
lished by a Bible Society, with whose fundamental principle it would not 
coincide; and it does not seem properly to belong to a Tract Society. 

2. The few Sanskrit Tracts that have been published, are not, we be­
lieve, now to be had. One, we recollect, was the Satya Darshana, inviting 
the attention of the native literati to the study of the Christian scriptures. 

We add to the above, that although by no means forming the same large 
estimate of the importance of Sanskrit Literature with our intelligent 
correspondent, we do think it has not had all the attention it might and 
should have obtained. The real fact however is, that the zealou~ l\lis­
sionary, anxious to render himself immediately useful, is in most cases 
induced to apply himself at once to the Bhasha of the province in which 
he is called to labour. The time and application necessary to acquire which, 
and so to qualify himself for immediate evangelical exertion, leave him little 
leisu1·e for entering upon the study of a dead language; a study which, 
however important, and it is most highly so, in many pointR of view, is yet 
in general necessarily and properly postponed to what is of more urgent 
importance. For let it be reflected, that though a Christian Mis,ionary 
will cheerfully and may ,·ery properly give a portion of his time and atten­
tion to those collateral and subsidiary pursuits, whether of literature or 
of science, which may even but indirectly conspire to the enlargement of the 
minds and the correcting of the general views of the people among whom 
he labours, yet his main and constant duty, privilege and delight alike, are 
to bring Christian truth to hear, with as little delay as possible, upon the 
renovation of the moral natures and the spiritual 1·edemption of the souls 
of perishing sinners, We should rejoice to see an individual or two bend­
ing some special attention to the l~nguage of Hindu learning; but we 
could not deem it the duty of Missionaries genernlly, to devote much time 
and attention to that line of study. A general acquaintance with the 
grammar, &c. of the parent Sanskrit is highly desirable, if not indispensa­
ble indeed, to a thorough knowledge of the derivate Bhashas ; but to pursue 
research into Sanskrit literature would demand a sacrifice of time and 
sti·ength, which the paucity of Missionary labourers and the urgent moral 
wants of the people could not sanction. 

Nor, afte1· all, are we prepared to admit that to begin with learning 
and the learned is more a dictate of prudence now than it was at and from 
the first promulgation of Ch1·istianity. As then so now, we hold it emphati­
cnlly trne that "not many wise, not many noble, &c. are called" and effec­
tively induced, especially in the way of mere learned inquiry and discus­
sion, to embrace the doctrine of Christ crucifie1!. As to the disputative 
and inquisitive Greek, so also to the as eminently speculative and even 
mo1·e metaphysical Hindu, the humbling yet elevating, sanctifying as well 
as merciful, truths of the Christian revelation are still" foolishness." It is 
not that Christianity and learning are in opposition in any wise; but that 
the pride ofleaming, still more of imaginary learning, i11 ever ch11racteri11ti-
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cAII)' opposeil to the humility which Christianity enjoins, to the submission of 
the fallihle anil ileteriorated 11nde1·sta11dinl{ of degenerate and sinful man to 
t.he wisdom an<l t!'Rching and anthm·ity of Go<l. The Hindu pandit, mm·eo;er 
is ~ot mere!~· eddicte<l to an_ ostentatious display of hi~ ingenuity, and to th~ 
\'lltn <l,s,·usswn o~metaphp1c~I matters above the ability of the unaided pow. 
l'l'S of man to decule. hut IS withal largely vitiate,! by the Utlllo•t frigidity of 
a mere specuhit,ve tmn11erament, and will discuss questions of the gravest 
charactt>r, the deep!'st interest, and of paramount morn! imporlance without 
one emotion beyond that of self-applause and the desil·e to triumph over an 
antagonist. The total want of wholesome discipline, too, of the Hindu lite­
rati, in the arena of fair discussion and morn! ratiocination-their almost 
entire dl'stitution of the lights of genuine history and true science-their 
perver,,~ addiction t_o mere argument fo1· argument's sake, a1·gument with­
out an aim, or an ohJect, or a rule worthy of man or of lhe subjects on which 
his mind may he employed-the total absence of literary integrity which 
so infamously distinguishes them-their habitual recourse to disingenuous 
subterfuges and unblushing contradictions and falsifications, to suhomation 
of testim<Jny and to literary interpolation-the stupifying and demoraliz. 
ing and hardening effect upon them of a base superstition, to which a still 
more irresistible influence is given hy the fact that their interests both 
of gain and of fame and distinction are inseparably connected there­
with ; these and other special circumstances, added to the general 
operation of the conceit of intellectual supel'iority, preclude the rational 
expectation that the Christian Missionary should find, in the learned of 
India, either more ready, more able, or more impartial inquirers into 
Christian truth and evidence, than in any other class of Hindu Society; 
they tend rather in every way to the reverse. The really but still only com­
paratively ent;ghtened portion of the Hindus, are those youth~ who, from· the 
study of the English language, have been led to an acquaintance with the 
leading facts of general history, and are capable of appreciating the laws 
of moral evidence and of literary honesty ; and these are to be addressed, 
not through the SanBkrit of which they are usually ignorant, but through 
the English to the study of which they are so fondly attached. lJeeply 
indeed is it to be lamented that in gidng a general education to thPm, 
they have been so sedulously withheld, for the most part, from a knowledge 
of Christianity, which alone would have served as a moral balance to uuder­
irtaudings suddenly emancipated from a debasing superstition. Many, who 
would be thought the friend.Ji of native education, cannot or will not be 
taught that those who yield not one iota to the!'" in deep_ and h~a1:ty reg~rd 
to it, do not, any more than they, wh,m advocatmg a t,·ue 1mpiu·t1ahty, desu·e 
to force Christianity on the notice of any. No, though conscientiously be­
lieving the Christian revelation the best gift of <livine wisdom and grnce 
to mankind, they yet desire not to give it any advantage whatsoever ove1· 
the debasing errors of Hinduism but what its own intrinsic merits shall 
present to minds only altow~d _to obtain an acquai~tance with it. _Again 
and again have we stated this m terms not to be m1s~aken, yet ~gatn and 
again have soi-disant Christians (proh pudor !) . reviled us. as. bigots and 
di•honest proselytors, forsooth ! because we ca!l t~mgs by _then· right n~mes, 
and insist that not tolertttion but a lulcewarrn ,ndijfn·ence 111 some, a smful 
obliquity of mind in others, an,) a cold infidelity in too many, it is that 
would carefully exclude the very Christianity which they 111·ofess to ad­
mire from all chance of being inve.tigated, while labouring, fas et nefas 
pri 1•ately and publicly, to procu_re for its ~o.st inveterate ene~1ies the un­
answered hearing and preposRess,on of the nsmg ro~th of India: But do 
they not i1dhi8 fearful exclusiveness, betray the11· mward consciousness of 
a weak ~n<l untenable cause, which cannot bear the full flood of the holy 
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light of revelation ? Were it not then wiser M well as nobler in them to 
copy A more prudent unheliever of old, one Gallio, whose memorable advice 
to his compatriots exhibits the only sensible plan of procedure in all 
simil11r cases?-" Refrain from these men 11nd let them alone. For if this 
counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought; liut if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God." 
It were well also that our opponents had another scripture hefore their eyes­
" Thou shnlt not bear false witness !" Charges of " disingenuousness," 
"bigotrr," &c. are easily made, but not so easily substantiated, we trust, 
agninst the pages of the Christian Observer; yet have the}', in the past 
month, been banded about in the daily journals with an unsparing hand. 
" The Lorcl judge between us and them !" 

CINStrRENSIS. 

111.-Chapter of Correspondence. 
1.-A BaA'BIIIAN's VIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT CONNEJ;ION WITB TBl!l IDOL.I.­

TRY OF INDIA, &c. 

We avail ourselves, at the present moment, of the following 
sentiments of a Brahman, believing most firmly that they con­
vey the feelings of many of the more reflecting natives ot' 
India; and if it be the view enter~ained by them of their rulers, 
in what a light must they view their policy on the subjects of 
religion ? Would that those i11 power could see the anomalous 
and awful position in which they place themselves by acting, 
in a political capacity, in opposition to their own convictions 
and faith. We have been reminded by it of an anecdote re­
lated by the celebrated Dr. Andrew Thompson, during the 
Bible Society controversy. It was told to illustrate the incon­
sistency of the zealous Roman Catholic, Leander Van Ess, 
who kept one case of Bibles with the Apocrypha for the papists, 
and another without it for the protestanls; with one hand 
distributing a lie, with the other truth. 'l'he doctor observed, 
that it brought to his recollection the conduct of a certain Ger­
man prince, also a titular bishop, who was very much addicted 
to swearing. Being one day reproved by a courtier for this 
conduct, and especially reminded of his ecclesiastical charac­
ter, he replied: "Oh I do not swear as a bishop but as a 
prince." The answer of the courtier was pungent and silencing.: 
"Well, your Highness," he inquired, "if the prince were sent 
to hell for swearing where would the bishop be found?" Men 
may make distinctions about .character, but with God every 
man will be tried by his works alone. 

To the Editor of the Recol'd, 
S1R, 

With reference to the remarks in your paper of the 5th, in regard to 
tbe support given by the govemment to idolatry in India, I have tb.e 
pleasure to subjoin an extrnct from a letter which you may conside r w l 1'­

thy of inse1·tion. 
VII. 3 D 
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Extract of II letter from a Brahman of good fRmily, written in 1834' to 
a ci,·ili11n holding a high official situation. ' 

"In my opinion Eurnpeans will ne,·e1· he ahle to ll'ave II nohler monu. 
ment of their humanity in India, than hy lahoul'in1r to plant the gospel ; 
nor will they ever succeed in gainin,r I hi' aff,•ctions of the inhabitants by 
1rny otht>r means. How short.sighted nnd weak must that policy he which 
looks upon Missionary exertion as dangerous to the st11hility of the British 
sceptre in Hindustan! That the religion of Christ .,h"'' lie pstablishe<l, is 
B matter that is more certain than that the sun will ri~e to.morrow; for the 
word of God has taught us to expect the universal prevalence of Christia. 
nity. How foolish then must it he in those who do not now kiss the Son 
snd serve him with fear. How long will Britain be able to retain her 
scept1·e here by mere physical force ? How long can she reign over a 
people if she gain not their affection, nnd what can he a better way of 
gaining their affection than by gh•ing them the knowledge of God and of 
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord?" • 

" This is speoking with regard to earthly policy, but the government 
have a highe1· and more awful obligation upon them. They are responsi. 
ble to God for their manner of governing India: and he who has suffered 
them to come here for wiser reasons then they can conceive, will bring 
them to a severe account if they do not strive to glorify Him who is the 
prince of the kings of the earth.'• 

g,-TBE IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONARIES STUDYING THl!J BIGBER BRANCHES 01' 
HINDtl LITERATURE AND TBE SANSKRIT LANGUAGE. 

As our opinions on this subject are expressed in a previous 
part of this number, we refrain from any further remarks OD 

the communication of V IDY AR THIN. 

To the Editor of the Calcutta Chi-istian Observer. 
GENTLEMEN, 

In the numerous Missionary Journals which have from time to time 
for some years past been made public, there appears to be but little 
notice taken of the variety which exists in the sects and tenets of Hindu. 
ism. "The Hindu rt'ligion," as professor Wilson nmarks, "is a term that 
has been hitherto employed in a collective sense, to designate a faith and 
worshiJJ of an almost eudlessly diversified description:" and an acquaint. 
ance with these manifold varieties seems an indispensable preparation fo1· 
those who undertake to combat this Hydrn-headed Paganism. Random 
generalities, "hich are possibly only half applicable to the audience to 
whom they are addressed, must in the nature of things be far less efficaci­
ous, than discriminative arguments frame<l with specific reference to the. 
peculiar tenets of the persons "ith whom the com•ersation is held. • 

Fortunately the means of attaining to a knowledge of the doctrines of 
these various sects are not difficult of access. The" sketch of the religious 
sects oftbe Hindus,"' by H. H. Wilson, Esq., in the 16th and 17th volumes 
of the Asiatic Researches, aB"o1·ds an abstract account of the most promi. 
nent varieties; and a reference to the original authorities ( many of them ver. 
nacular) there referred to, would enable the person who was desirous of 
prosecuting such researches, to make himself master of the nomenclature 
of the different sectaries, as well as of the minutim of their opinions. 

Besides the attention due to the popular sects, a further investigation 
of the tenets of the learned H lt;idus would seem to be the duty of every 
Missionary who would not awid 9111Cussions with this class_ of persons 
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" The worshippers of ViRhnn, Siva, anrl Sakti," Mr. Wilson observeR, 
(As. Res. vol. 16, page 2t,,) "who nre the oi,ject" of the following descrip. 
tion, m·e not to be confounded with the orthodox arlorerR of these divini. 
ties: few brahmans of learning, if they have anr relil!'ion at all, will 
acknowledge themselves to belong to any of the popular ,livisionR of the 
Hindu foith, nhhough, RB a matter of simple preference, they more espe. 
cinlly wo1·ship some inrlividua\ deity, RS their chosen or hhta Devati. 
They refer also to the Vedas, the books of law, the Puranas, the Tantras, 
es the only ritual they recognize, and regard all practices not derived from 
those sources as irregular and profane." To deal with pandits, therefore, 
e different course of reading from that above alluded to will he necessary,­
end their philosophical systems as well as practical tenets must be studied. 
Mr. Colebrooke's Essays* on the Vedas, and on the Mima1,1sa, Nyaya, 
Vaiseshika, Sankhya, &c. doctrine~, will be here of great use : but a know­
ledge of the original wo1·ks in the Sanskrit would appear to be indispensa­
ble to enable the Missionary to discuss the principles of these schools with 
their respective followers. 

In the concluding page of the Calcutta Christian Intelligencer for April 
last, in an extract from the Oriental Christian Spectator, mention is made 
of a work in Persian entitled Mizan al Hale or a comparison between the 
Gospel and Quran, by the Rev. Mr. Pfander, a Basle Missionary. If this 
work answers the description given of it as "a very excellent volume," 
it cannot be too soon "reprinted and extensively distributed'' among the 
Musalmiins of India, and the friends of :\:lissions would do well to take 
steps if necessary to secure this object. 

May 21th. VmYARTHIN. 

s.-APPEAL ON BEHALF OF TBE NATIVE ORPHAN AsYLUlll AT FuTTEBPORE. 

We must apologise to our friends at Futtebpore for the ap­
parent neglect manifested in not sooner noticing their praise­
worthy efforts to rescue the orphan from destruction. We thought 
it better to wait until the public had aided the adults who were 
perishing for want of bread, knowing that these poor orphans 
were secure at least from starvation in the hands of their good 
friend 3. We now most cordially recommend the appeal aud 
its objects to the benevolent sympathies and prayers of the 
Indian community, and shall be happy to formird any sum con­
veyed to us, to the Directors of the Asylu!n, 

Futtehpore, Februai·y 23rd, 1838, 
CIRCULAR, 

In consequence of the very great distress which now prevails through­
out these provinces, a great number of 01·phan children of both sexes 
have come into ou1· hands, whom it is ou1· intention to bring up in 
the Christian religion. "' e ha,·e therefore opened an Asylum for the ac •. 
commodation of 60 male and SO female orphans : the latte1· will Ii ve in 
ou1· own bungalows, and be constantly under our immediate eye and care; 
their instruction in English, Hindustani and useful needle work, &c. 
will be supe1·intended by Mrs. Madden, nssisted by a native Chl'istian 
school.mistress of excellent charncter. \Valls are at present bein~ rnised 
so as entirely to seclude the girls, who have a spacious play-ground within 

• These Essnys were lately procnrable in Calcutta and way be so still. 
3 n ~ 



Chapter of Co,·respondence. [JULY) 

their enclosu1·e. Our m,tive Christian school-master, who has fo1· four yea1·1 
been diligently e~gag~d in R day-sch?<Jl, has unde!·tnl<en the charge of the 
boys; and from l11s faithful conduct hitherto there 1s every 1·eason to believe 
that, under_ the Divine blessing, OU!" institution will pI"osper. The boys will, 
as far as circumstances and funds admit, be brought up to useful trades, 
1rnd those who appear best adapted for it will be educated as teacher&. 
The plan pursued at present in Mrs. Wilson's Female Orphan Refuge at 
Calcutta, will be followed in the female department. Our number is at pre. 
sent more than 100 ; but as we feel we could not do justice to more than 
that number, we shall send the surplus children to othe1· institutions, 
Our monthly exµenditure at present, including salaries of a Christian 
school-master, mistress, lalla, food, clothing, &c. is 250 rupees; besideg 
which we h.il'e laid out a considerable sum in buildings absolutely necessary. 

To meet so larg-e a monthly expenditure we must look beyond our im­
mediate circle, and therefore appeal to your Christian benevolence to aid 
our undertaking by becoming a subscribe1·. 

The Institution shall always he open to the inspection of the public, nnd 
~ub~cri~e1·s will be furnished with six-monthly RepoI"ts of the state of the 
mst1tut1on. 

CHARLES MADDEN. 

4,.-ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSIONS AND MISSIONARIES IN CHINA. 

·we strougly suspect that protestant Christians are not aware 
of the extent to which the Roman Catholic church is labouring 
in countries which to them are almost unknown. We have 
therefore taken the following extract from the Patriot news­
paper, which may give them an idea of the perseverance and 
zeal manifested by the missionaries of that church, and of their 
success. Besides China proper, in Japan, though subject to dire 
persecutions, there are thousands of nominal Christians, and in 
Cochin China, not fewer than from 50,000 to 80,000. They are 
but nominal Christians it is true, and are often no better than 
their heathen neighbours, very often more lax; but the fact 
.shows that these nations are accessible and may be proselyted; 
and the zeal and perseverance of these devoted, though in many 
instances mistaken men, E<hould stimulate many a protestant 
labourer. The poor converts often sustain persecutions w01-thy 
of tbe best days of Cluistianity, and the priests submit to priva­
tious of the most unheard of kind. Oh ! slumbering Sion, 
awake! awake! put on thy strength. Arise for the help of 
these lauds: let them not be turned, while you are inactive, 
from the errors of Paganism to the mummeries of Popery. 

" It is now fifteen years since the Roman Catholic pl'iests wel'e banished 
from Pekin, and sent with all those who were discove!'ed in the Chinese 
provinces, to Macao. Yet the French monk_s of the Ol'der_ of St. Lazarus, 
.imong whom there is no want of money, union, or enthusiasm, have heen 
secretly labouring for the maintenance of the Roman Catlw_lic Church in 
ChiJ:a, and tbcii· exertions have succeeded even beyond their own expec. 
tation&. For Mime year. they have annually sent two or thl"ee young 
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pl'iests to China, who quietly proceed to the head-quarters of the Missions 
in the interior of the country, and join in the work of conversion. There 
nre now Roman Catholic communities in all the provinces; and in many 
plnces there nre public chapels, where service is performed uninterrup. 
tedly, since the mission have had the good sense to train natille Chinese as 
pl'iests. In furtherance of this ohject, the mission have founded two 
seminaries. One of these establishments is for the southern prollinces, 
nnd is situated in Macao, whence the Chinese candidates are sent to Ma. 
nilla, where they are ordained by the archbishop. On their return they 
are sent into the interior of the country, where they live in the midst of 
their flocks as peaceably as ecclesiastics in Europe. The other seminary 
is in Tartary, beyond the wall of China. In this establishment the priests 
destined for the northern provinces and for Pekin, are educated ; for, 
incredible as it may appear, there is in Pekin a Catholic community 
amounting to more than 24,000 members ! There are at this moment two 
French priests in the community at Pekin ; for the chief direction of 
ecclesiastical matters cannot yet be intrusted to the Chinese pl"iests. The 
provincials are therefore always Europeans, though the necessity of avert­
ing the suspicion of the government obliges them to travel clandestinely, 
and often places very great difficulties in the way of the Missions. Christian 
worship is publicly performed, even in many of the principle towns. In 
Tschingtufu, the capital of the province of Setchuen, Christians are 
interred in the church-yard, and over their graves are erected crosses 
and othe1· symbols of Christianity. The government, when not suspecting 
the presence of Europeans, observe the most perfect indulgence towards 
Christians. Christian communities, too, being generally remarkable 
for moral and peaceable conduct, are liked by the local authorities, 
who having once tolerated them, are greatly interested in preventing 
their detection in higher quarte1·s, because they would then he called 
to account for their previous want of vigilance. When, therefore, a 
community is once formed, it incurs very little risk of being molested. 
An additional guarantee of its security exists in the peculiarity of legal 
forms in China. The first attempts to establish a community are not 
very readily suppressed, because the transport of suspected persons to 
the seat of the higher tribunal must be at the expense of the local au­
thorities, who are, therefore, naturally disposed to wink at such matters, 
as long as they do not apprehend disturbance or public preachings, which 
might rende1· them responsi~le. The reason why so little is known re. 
specting the Chinese Mission is, that formerly the missionaries wP.re chosen 
from among the most ignorant of the clergy, and on their return they were 
unable to write intelligible accounts of their proceedings. The Lazarists, 
however, have seen their error for some time past, and ha,·e sent out per. 
sons who, in addition to the possession of theological knowledge, have, like 
the Jesuits in earlier times, passed through a 1·egular course of scientific 
education. They have now in China astronomers, botanists, &c. from 1vhom 
interestil!g narrntives may be looked for. It may reasonably be expected 
that ere long the Roman Catholic Missions will recover the extensive in. 
ftuence which they enjoyed in former times. They have, indeed, already­
established themselves on a bette1· footing than they have maintained 
since the expulsion of the Jesuits, and should they hereafter succeed in 
secretly forming a native Christian clergy, competent to dispense with 
the direct superintendance of European provincials, Ch1·istianity will 
undoubtedly make rapid and uninterrupted progress ; for the government 
seeks to suppress it not on religious grounds, but because it is an instru­
ment of European influence. This observation is sufficiently corroborated 



380 Inde.v to Bengali Gramma,-s, ~c. [JULY, 

hy the following curious fact. Some time ago the proteetant missiona1·iee 
distributed on the coast of Fockien 20,000 copies of Bibles pl'Ryei·.books 
catechisms, &c. translated into' the Chinese language. Tli'ese books wei·~ 
!'t'nt to. the Empero1: w~o i~mediately issued a very severe dl'cree on 
the snbJect of the d1stnbut1on of foreign publications. But, singula1·ly 
enough this decree made no ~e1~tion of the religious books, and merely 
referred to some of the_ pt!bhcations of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful _Knowledge, c_ons!stmg of treatises on geography, history, politics, 
&c. which had been d1stnbuted along with the bibles."-M. S. T. R. A. 

IV .-Index to Bengali Gl'amma1·s, 4"c. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLEMl!N, 

I haYe now the pleasure to forward the promised Index to Bengali 
Grammars and other elementary books, which, with the previous one 
of the Dictionaries, completes my design. This was, to furnish to 
commencing students of the language here and in Europe, a perma­
nent reference to the entire class of initiatory works, a fuller kind 
of catalogue raisonnee, in which a list of all that has been hitherto 
produced in that class might be obtained, together with a succinct 
accou:1t of the general plan, character, and merit of each publication; 
its extent, price~ author, &c. and thus to spare to others the loss of 
time and money, and consequent vexation and disappointment which 
fell to my own lot on my arrival in this country. Of the execurion of 
my plan, it is not for me to speak; I may only assure you that I have 
spared ao effort to render it both accurate and complete, . and I can 
with safety aver it to be entirely impartial: I presume not howe1•er to 
dictate ex cathedra, nor can expect that my individual judgment, 
however carefully formed and after long experience, should be held 
decisive and satisfactory in every instance. I have not scrupled in 
any case to give my honest opinion, which too has not been formed 
without consulting the judgment of others veri;ed in similar studies. 
Let e,·ery student read, examine, and decide for himself. I hape some 
one of your many qualified correspondents may be induced to supply 
similar indices to the elementary works in Anglo-Hindustani &c. : they 
cannot fail to be eminently serviceable and therefore acceptable to stu-
dents. I am, &c. 

CINSURENSIS, 

No. I. A GRAMMAR of the Bengali l~nguage, hy Nathaniel Bras­
isev Halhed. Printed at Hoogly, in 1778: Small Quarto, pp. 216. 

'it is not a little remarkable that this first Grammar of the vernacu­
lar language of Bengal, as was long true of the first Dictionary ali;o, 
the Vocabulary of Mr. Forster, should, after so long a lapse of years, 
be still without comparison the best that has been published. Bot_h 
authors were civil servants of the Company, and both men of emi­
nent oriental and general literary attainments. Both, too, ad ven­
tured upon the arduous task of opening up the first accesses to ll 
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longuage at once the pure~t offset from the great brahminical stem, 
ancl yet, from the almost immemorial subjection of those to whom 
it was vernacular to a succession of foreign yokes, the least culti­
vated; a language never, even to the present hour, brought out in all 
its capabilities, nor ever reduced by native authority to grammatical 
regularity. The nearly contemporaneous application of equal talent 
and assiduity to the study of Indian languages and literature, by so 
many eminent and persevering individuals, is not a little remarkable. 
Among them, Halhed and Forster stand forward, entitled to a praise 
for .oriental scholarship not inferior to that earned by Wilkins and 
Jones, Colebroke and Shakspeare. 

Mr. Halhed, in an elegant and instructive preface, informs us that 
the types with which his work was printed were fabricated by his 
friend and fellow-labourer, the accomplished and indefatigable Wil­
kins, who " charged himself at once with all the various occupations 
of the metallurgist, the engraver, the founder and the printer;" an 
instance of intelligent and persevering application rarely to be paral­
leled; and which must appear still more praise-worthy when the 
time, place and circumstances in which it was exhibited are duly 
weighed. Every reader, who carefully examines the typography of 
this Grammar, will doubtless agree with Mr. Halhed in his just and 
handsome tribute to the skill and ability of Mr. Wilkins. 

The Grammar itself is wholly the production of the former gentleman, 
who writes-" the path I have attempted to clear was never before 
trodden ; it was necessary that I should make my own choice of the 
course to be pursued, and of the landmarks to be set up for the guid­
ance of future travellers." The result of his application is most highly 
creditable to his talent, and to his research both as a general gram­
marian and a Bengali scholar. From it alone, withou~ reference to 
his " Code of Gen too laws," ( a translation of Manu,) it were abun­
dantly evident that he possessed . a discriminating and accurate 
acquaintance with the venerable Sanskrit, the parent of so many 
extensively prevailing Indian dialects, of which the Bengali is both the 
purest and most characteristic. And to his knowledge of the parent 
source we are to attribute his perfect comprehension of the genius of 
the derivative. He had studied both, not as a qualification for office 
merely, but from the love of philological pursuits and a thirst. for 
information; and he was at once an elegant scholar, a philosophical 
grammarian, and a diligent enlarger of the sphere of human know­
ledge. Hence he entered con amore into oriental literature, and 
read and wrote with equal taste and discrimination. This tribute we 
have felt it a pleasant duty to pay to the merit of one who has so 
largely contributed to smooth the pathway through the forest of words 
to his successors. The discerning reader will not only excuse but 
applaud the indulgence of our gratitude. 

Mr. Halhed observes of his Grammar, that" it presents the Bengali 
language merely as derived from its parent ihe Sanskrit: in the course 
of my design, I have avoided, with some care, the admission of such 
words as are not natives of the country, and for that reason have 
selected all my instances (examples) from the most authentic and auci-
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ent compositions." This we must deem a special and vel'y high mel'it, 
the greater when characterizing a work the first of its clasE<, and com­
posed at a time when the language was in perhaps its very worst and 
most corrupt condition, a condition from which it has been gradually 
but slowly emerging ever since ; and notwithstandin"' the unphiloso• 
phical_notions and retarding efforts of some, who prete~d to dictate and 
to guide upon questions of language and literary taste while unfur­
nished with one single qualification for their assumed position ; and 
the unresis~ing easiness of others, who indolently yield to things as 
they are, without an effort to amend them, or courage to withstand 
corrupting innovations ; we do not yet despair to see the Bengali 
language assert ere long its just claim to be considered at once an 
elegant and a practicable, a pure and manageable language, capable 
of the highest polish and most extensive cultivation, applicable to 
every object of literature or business, and possessing in itself alone 
aPJd in its parent source, free from all foreign admixtures whatsoever, 
a remarkable facility for deriving every term which the extending 
necessities and refinement, and the enlarging intelligence of the in­
digenous population, may require to be formed. 

When we say that Mr. Halhed's Grammar is superior to all that 
have succeeded it hitherto, we mean not that it supersedes the necessity 
of any further contributions in this kind ; but only, that in the accu­
racy, and extent too, of the information it communicates-in the philo­
sophy of its plan and spirit-the elegance of its illustrations--'the 
acuteness and discrimination exhibited in putting forward the idioma~ 
tism of the language-the constant reference to its Sanskrit source, by 
which only it can be justly and fully appreciated; and above all in the 
purity of its contents, it is unmeasurably superior to all others. We 
are confident that a bare perusal and impartial comparison, instituted 
by any competent scholar, will more than justify this assertion. 

Instances in point are, the rationale of the plurals of Bengali nouns and 
of what may be called the poetical enclitic terminations of the cases, -:i 
and ~.-the fullness antl general accuracy of the syntax-the notices, 
incomplete as they yet are, of Bengali versification~and perhaps more 
than all, the precision and clearness and discriminative propriety of 
the appellations of the tenses of Bengali verbs, in regard to which par­
ticularly some subsequent writers have shewn so singular an absence 
of philosophical taste and grammatical judgment. We strongly 
recommend attention also to the decided preference given to the simple 
forms of verbs, over the composites with the auxiliary 'if'!(ol. - The 
examples from the poets illustrate some of the most peculiar idioms of 
the language, many of which are wholly unnoticed in other grammars. 
Mr. Halhed obsen·es, and in the case of Bengali, with much plausibi• 
lity, that poetical works, as necessarily composed with more than 
ordinary care and likely therefore to exhibit the best and _most a~cu­
rate specimens of the language, form the best sources of 11lustratlon : 
from these accordingly his examples are chiefly drawn. In his day, in­
deed, there were scarcely any Bengali prose compositions of the literary 
class. Nearly all authors composed in verse; and the current written 
language of business, ai, not being the language of the rulers, was 
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greatly corrupted, not only by the admixture of many Persian and Hindu­
stani terms and phrases, but even by a foreign idiom and construction. 
To omit altogether the laws of versification, in the grammar of a language 
whose best and most ancient authors wrote only in metre, is an unpar­
donable neglect, of which Mr. Halhed alone, in a manner, has not been 
guilty ; though it must be owned, he is neither altogether correct, nor 
full in any degree equal to the requirement of the case. But it must be 
recollected that he tried an altogether untrodden path, without the aid 
of a single landmark left by any preceding traveller. He is rather to 
be extolled for having done so much, than greatly blamed for not 
having done more. The ground of real astonishment is, that with so 
intelligent and diligent a precursor, those who followed should have 
been generally both so incorrect and so deficient, as to leave it true to 
the full, that the only clear and safe guide as yet in Bengali grammar 
is Halhed's volume, now long out of print and rarely indeed to be met 
with; surprising is it that it should never have been reprinted, and 
that while still unequalled it should have passed almost into obli­
vion; most surprising that subsequent authors should not have profited 
by his labours, of which one might even suppose most or all of them 
to have been in total ignorance! 

Still, as must obviously be the case in the instance of a first Gram­
mar in any language,_ Mr. Halhed's is doubtless imperfect, and some­
times incorrect : it must be owned too that numerous typographical, or 
press errors, greatly deform this otherwise elegant volume. These 
were however to a great degree unavoidable, printed as the work was at 
an out-st11tion, by the agency of ignorant and careless natives alone, 
and without the superintendence of a professional printer. As in­
stances of error, we notice the supposed "neuter names of animals, &c. 
to which may be added at pleasure different terminations of (sexu­
al) specification," in p. 48; but which, however ingenious the notion, 
have yet no real existence:-" the third gerund (rn called) in 41'!1'," in 
p. 115, which is really the genitive of the verbal noun in "i!1, under go­
vernment ;-:-the passive signification given to the part: f'ri:"!11, in p. 121, 
which is either erroneously rendered passively, as the pandits contend, 
or is incorrectly written for Cl{-3"![1. The most remarkable oversight of 
all, is the misapprehending of the verbal terminations expressive of re­
spect or inferiority respectively, for a singular and plural! No doubt the 
striking peculiarity of the Bengali verb in this respect, occasioned the 
misconception ; it was supposed that respect was marked by the use 
of a plvral verli in connection with a singular pronoun. Take it how­
ever all in all, we venture to assure the inquiring student that he will 
obtain a far more extensive and more accurate acquaintance with the 
forms and genius of the Bengali language, and a more expeditious and 
tasteful introduction to its purest literature, from this grammar than 
from all together that have succeeded it. One important exception to 
this remark must be made however, namely that Mr. Halhed has alto­
gether passed ovei· the very important rules for permutation, which 
must be sought in Wilkins's Sanskrit, or in Haughton's or Carey's 
Bengali Grammar. 

VIJ. 3 E 
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A full and complete grammu of the Bengali dialect i~, still a desi­
deratum. ,v e have nothing as yet, for instance, in any of the pub­
lished grammars, upon the accentuation of words; next to nothing on the 
government and dependencies of cases ; nearly as little on the idiomatic 
uses of the tenses; not a svllable upon the regular formation of lower 
from higher terms; very little upon the laws of metre and various 
species of versification, and other matters of the greatest moment. We 
know howe\"e1· of one individual, who has a grammar in a considerable 
state of forwardness, which it is believed will enter fully into most or 
all of the:'e. Meanwhile there can he no hesitation in recommending 
Halhed is longe optimus among the guides to whom a learner should 
commit himself. The original price of his work has not been ascer­
tained; its present cost in Calcutta, is various; we have known copies, 
now and then at long intervals, sold for 4 rupees or thereabouts :. it 
would however be a cheap purchase at double the highest price of any 
grammar noticed in this index. Parbury's London Catalogue ·gives 
its price there, £2. 2. 

No. 2. A GRAMMAR of the Bengalee Language, by W. Carey, 
Teacher of the Sungskrit, Bengalee, !lnd Mahratta Languages in the 
College of Fort William. Serampore, printed at the Mission Press. 
lstEd. 1801, 2ndEd.1805,3rdEd. l815, 4th Ed.1818. 

The first edition of this work we have not met with. This is doubt­
less of the less consequence as in the preface to the Second it is 
~tated, that " since the 1st edition was published, the writer has had an 
opportunity of obtaining a more accurate knowledge of this language. 
The Tesult of his application to it he has endeavoured to give in the 
following pages, which, on account of the variations from the former 
edition, may be esteemed a new work." The same precisely is stated of 
the 3rd and 4th editions in regard to the 2nd. Between these however, 
we do not observe, on a close comparison, any such differences as 
should entitle the latest even to be considered" a new work." Substan­
tially the work is one ; no new views are expressed, no additional light 
is thrown upon the main principles of the Bengali accidence or con­
struction. Still, as being fuller on some points and somewhat variously 
di,·ided and arranged, the 4th edition is of course preferable to its 
pndecessors, and may be taken to exhibit the result of the author's 
maturest judgment and most extended acquaintance with the lan­
guage. 

The author of this grammar having held, for many years, the influential 
office of a Profe,;sor iu the College of Fort William, his pupils would 
as a matter of course not only be required to make use of it, but find it 
necessary to do so in order to derive the full benefit from his lectures 
in the language : he being on the spot also, there was no chance of 
its being allowed to go out of priut. Hence it is easy to perceive 
that it would obtain an extensive circulation, the more so as the only 
work that could have come into competition with it, Halhed's gram­
mar, had been 80 long out of print, none.having either an interest in 
its reimpression or influence to gi,•e it currency, under the circum-
5tances stated; otherwise, we confess, we should find extreme diffi-
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culty in accciunting for so ill-digested, jejune, and unphilosophical a. 
compilation thrusting a work, e,·ery way ~o superieir to it, out of use. 
Our task obliges us to strict truth and perfect impartiality; and we 
feel that we should violate the double obligation were we to suppress 
the expression of our unhesitating ju<l'!'ment in this matter : we will 
now simply state what we deem the merits and demerits of this work, 
11nd leave the reader to form his own opinion upon the whole. 

I. Dr. Carey has supplied the greatest of his predecessor's omissi­
ons, by inserting the rules of Sand hi, i. e. for the permutation of letters, 
agreeably to the principles regulating the composition of words in the 
parent Sanskrit. He has also correctly discarded the notion of a 
plural termination in verbs. He has given many of the native gram­
matical terms, by which communication between the learner and his: 
p1mdit is much facilitated. These are the chief recommendations of 
his work. But on the other hand, his nomenclature of tbe tenses is 
most confused and unphilosophical. A grammatical term should be a 
definition, conveying some clear and distinct notion to the mind of 
the learner. Whv the term aol'ist should have been borrowed from· 
the-Greek, (where'however it has an application in coincidence with its 
etymological meaning in soJDe sort,) to the B_en~ali whose tenses are a1t 

definite. as in any language under the sun. it is not ·easy to imagine. 
Again, a " present definite" supposes a present indefinite : if <ll~fs 
therefore be the former, as it is, then ~f!r must be the latter, yet is in 
this· gralmmar termed " the first aorist !'' Again, <I~. which is 
called the 2nd aorist, lias two distinct uses ; as a past frequentative or 
term of past habit, like the latin amabam, or as a conditional like the 
Frenchferais: in neither application is it an aorist. Again, if'll!f'J?;sf?it 
be·a present definite, <Fnit'5fti;:iil'PI should, in consistency, have been a 
past definite, but yet is named a Pluperfect; which term even excludes 
the specification of time altogether, and is therefore a misnomer as 
denoting a tense, i. e. time : the full compound term, preter-pluper­
fect at least, should have been given. Then <lfi;-Stll, which is made an 
aorist when indicative, becomes solely a prreter, in the subjunctive, 
though in fact no such mood as a subjunctive exists in the Bengali. 
The. whole scheme of the tenses is, as to their nomenclature, a tissue 
of inconsistencies, and involves the use of the times of the verb in the 
greatest possible uncertainty and confusion : and this with Halhed's 
clear and philosophical arrangement and phraseology too as a guide! 

Dr.Carey takes no notice of the real meaning and use of~g as a plural 
affix ; a simple apprehension of which solves at once some of the most 
contested matters in Bengali composition, especially the use of a geni­
tive or a samds (-;pr'Pt), contended for respectively by difrel'ent schools, 
one writing always ~&TJfimtJ or the contracted ~Jffii£, the other 
as invariably ~'SJfu~ or ~tl{'jr. Both are in fact alike gram­
matically correct, and only wrong in the e.rclusion of a discretionary 
employment of the one form or the other. This too Halhed had 
perceived, though he had not drawn it out into its consequences, not· 
indeed hits any other grammarian hitherto. . 

Dr. Carey has omitted the entire subject of Prosody, including as well 
thelaws of versification and varieties of metre, as the poetic licence,, 

8 E fl 
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&c. although without these it is utterly impossible to read, with intelli­
gence and pleasure, 9- l0ths of the whole literature of the language! 
Carey's synta:r is mostly common-place, and gives very little insight 
into the idiomatic construction of the Bengali dialect, in which con­
isist its chief peculiarities and its difficulty to Europeans, and without 
a correct perception and facility in the employment of which no learner 
~rill eYer be able lo express himself correctly and efficiently either in 
connnation or written composition. The whole doctrince, for instance, 
of the relative, including its position and idiomatic usage, is unnoticed! 
though that too involves one of the most sharply contested proprie­
ties of the language, the employment of the conjunctive C1I. 

Dr. Carey's notions of grammatical government are quite original, 
if we may judge by his 2nd rule for the me of gerunds, (another Latin 
term borrowed with equal absence of necessity or propriety,) where he 
tells us that " the ,erb in this form is governed by the accusative 
case." Here, besides the extraordinarv assertion of an accusative 
case exercising a government over a v"erb, there is the singular 
omission of all notice of the word governing that case itself! 

In the formation of the verb, we are told that "the passive voice is 
made in two ways." Subsequently, under the syntax of the verb, we are 
informed "there 'II.re tl1ree ways of expressing the passive voice." Two 
of these, the 2nd and 3rd, are identical with those given in the former 
place. The remaining, or ·1st mode, is quite unique and expressed with 
singular i.iiivete :-" in the first, the form of the verb is the same as in 
the active \"Oice, but the agent is in the instrumental case and the 
eubject in the nominative : e:r. ~tt'il or ~tt'i!t'3 :itm -ll'tbtts, a man was 
devoured by a tiger! ! One should have supposed that the Doctor, who 
must have read many thousand Bengali shloks in his time, could hard­
ly have cast his eye down half a page of the Ramii.yana, for instance, 
without knowing-to say nothing of the absurdity of turning an active 
into a passive voice for the nonce-that the enclitics ·.::i and .!lt-5, in 
poetry especially, no more distinguish the instrumental than they do 
the nominative caH', In truth they are in this instance nothing but a 
Dominative, and ~if being the object not the subject, the simple ren­
dering is-the tiger has eaten the man!! A glance at one of Hal­
hed's examples would have prevented the putting forth of so absurd a 
rule. 

But let this suffice. We judged it necessary fully to substantiate 
our judgment, or we should not have written at so much length. The 
student has DOW the question of comparative merit fully before him, 
and will decide for himself. We are confident that to use Carey's 
grammar only, would leave the learner but very imperfectly instructed 
at the best, and in many cases would lead him into undoubted and 
serious error upon matters of the first importance. It is cheap how­
ever and always to be procured. The fourth edition is sold by Mr. 
P. S. D'Rozario, Church Mission Press, at 2 Co.'e Rs. 

No. 3. Run1ME~TB OF BENGALI GRAMMAR, by Sir Graves Chamney 
Haughton, M. A, and Profeesor of Sanskrit and Bengali in the Hon. 
E. I. CompaDy's College, London, 1821. 4to. pp. 168. Sold by Par■ 
bury _and Co., Leadenhall-street. 
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This is en elegantly printed volume, on excelle"t paper, and in a 
good clear type, possessing every external recommendation. 

The author states it to have been composed " under the immediate 
pressure of a want, which admitted of no delay," Dr. Carey's Gram­
mar being no longer to be procured in England at the time; and also 
that "the sheets were generally written over night and printed the 
next day." It were certainly not to be expected that a grammatical 
work compiled under such circumstances of extreme ha~te, should 
be free from many and serious faults and deficiencies. Yet, as the 
author must, in the exercise of his professional duties at the E. India 
College, be presumed to have been familiar with the details, and long 
previously to have settled in his own mind the principles of Bengali 
Grammar, the defects, it is to be concluded, should not be either so 
many or serious as might be apprehended on the first announcement 
of the rapidity with which the sheets were worked off. Besides, as 

· Sir G. C. Haughton acknowledges, he had both Halhed and Carey 
before him.: yet certainly a more meagre grammar never was put 
forth under so imposing an aspect. It may be excellently adapted to aid 
the H. C. embryo writers -to get up a smattering of Bengali so as to 
pass muster at an examination ; but whoever should carry his study of 
the language no fort.her than this volume would serve• as a guide, would 
remain lamentably deficient indeed in all that constitutes sound scholar­
!!hip and practical facility in the application of his grammatical furni­
ture. E. g. the author tells us that " the subject of Prosody has been 
altogether omitted, as a matter more of curiosity than of real utility 
in a language like the Bengali," -like the Bengali ! more than four­
fifths of the entire literature of which is poetry, and poetry, too, admit­
ting of a great variety of licence, and of transpositions of which the 
prose writings exhibit almost nothing! ! 

This author revives the plural terminations in the verb, though 
opposed to the whole character of the language. 

He has, in another form, exhibited the same anomalous view of the 
enclitic nominative in :i or C'i!, although he had himself only a page before 
(Par. 59) expressly asserted it (after Hall.led), e. g. C'i!tlrtir~t~ ~ 
t11tvt :i<F 'i.,'ir Pftt;s Jtf ~~ ' a fairy has carried off your daughter and 
placed her on an inaccessible mountain,' he renders-' your daughter 
has been carried away by a fairy, &c.' His explanation is curious­
" In the above instance the word <II~ can only be considered as the 
nom. of the verb lilt\11 here employed passively, as stTit'i!,by the fairy, is 
in the instrumental case and is therefore the agent of the passive verb." 
It would not assuredly be easy to get a greater mass of anomalous and 
contradictory assertion into a single sentence. Objectives turned into 
nominatives, active verbs into passives, agents into instruments, and 
all for what? to SUJlport an unmeaning hypothesis that the affix C<f 
corresponds to the Persian ~• and is employed to mark the word to 
which it is subjoined as the main object in the speaker's mind ! 

Still we think this Grammar he.s borrowed so much from Halhed's 
11.s to be on the whole greatly preferable to Carey's, the single instance 
only of the plural forms of verbs. (inlitead of the honorific) ex­
cepted. 
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It shews, too, severnl improvements of mlich moment; particularly, 
l st. The !able, par .1 ~S-140 (p.38-46) of past participial and other affixes, 
arranged m classes, with their explanations; this is both clear and instl'llc­
tive, and will be of great service to the accurate student. 2nd. Th'e 
paragraphs 298 to 325 inclusive, explanatory of the inseparable prepo­
sition!! : these exhibit much valuable remark and should be thorouoohly 
studied by every learner who would acquire the necessarv facilit; in 
discriminating the shades of often seemingly arbitr;ry ~eaning 
given by those prepositions to innumerable constantly recurring corn-· 
pounds. 

ln Par. 326, another very useful table of indeclinables is given, and 
at the end a list of native grammatical terms, both of which will be of 
much use to the attentive student. 

This work is not to be had frequently in Calcutta : for our own copy; 
a second-hand one, we gave 20 Rs. -in the China Bazar. There is a 
good copy at Ostell's for I 6 Rs. The £nglish price is:£ ], 10. 

No. 4. BBNGALBli: GRAMMAR in the English Language, by Ram 
Mohun Roy. Calcutta, printed at the Unitarian Press, 1826. 

The certainly intelligent and in many respects remarkable indivi­
dual who composed this work should, it might be supposed, have been 
peculiarly qualified for furnishing a guide to the vernaculi&r dialect of 
his countrymen. But Ram Mohan Ray was a bralnnin, and Sanskrit 
is the only language worthy, in the eyes of all brahmins, to be stu­
died grammatically, the only real language indeed; all its derivatives 
being mere bhashas or colloqural dialects, media for the conversation 
of women, children and the inferior tribes ; and if used by the sacred 
caste, it is but because they are the only means of holding intercourse 
with the others, of maintaining domestic society and conducting the 
ordinarv business of common life ! • 

Now'Ram Mohan Ray had probably surmounted this with many 
other puerile and absurd prejudices; yet his previous habits had ill 
qualified him for entering with discrimination, taste and spirit, into 
the iieculiarities and idiomatic beauties of the Bengali. His own 
Bengali composition exhibits only the same general correctness of style 
obsen>ed, for instance, in the writings of English authors of talent 
and liberal cultivation, who yet may have small pretensions to the 
praise of an intimate acquii.intance with the philosophy of the Eng­
lish grammar. 

Ram Mohan Ray's anglo-bengaH grammiJ.r is exceedingly well writ• 
ten, and exhibits a high degree of facility in English -composition, 
doing credit as well to his talent as to his diligence in improving his 
opportunities. It affords a marked proof also of his disinterested zeal 
for the improvement of his countrymen. lt was composed, he tells 
us, with the design of aiding " tJ1e studies of Eurol!_ean philanthropists 
in the noble attempt to ameliorate the moral condition of the inhabi~ 
tants of India;" who, " with a view to facilitate intercourse between 
themselves and the natives, have undergone much labour in acquiring 
a thorough knowledge of the vernacular language· of the country." 
He accordingly not only compiled this grammar at,- of course, no 
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inconsiderable expense of time and labour, but printed it at his own 
charge, and circulated it gratis, a truly munificent expression of his 
generous philanthropy. Still it must be stated, that his grammar is 
very meagre, and quite inadequate to be the sole guide of the Euro­
pean student in seeking to make himself acquainted with the language 
of which it treats. It is simply what.the modest author professes it to 
be, " a brief outline of the general principles of (Bengali) grammar." 

It adds little or nothing to our previous knowledge of the peculia­
rities of the language, and indeed omits much that is derived, unmodi­
fied, from the Sanskrit, as if it were not proper to Bengali because not 
peculiar to it. He thinks, e. g. that to treat of the feminines of nouns 
11nd adjectives, " would only be attended with much perplexity to a 
student and occasion him useless labour," although they are of perpe­
tu11l recurrence in Bengali books, and an acquaintance with them is in­
dispensable to either the perusal of the classical writers, poets especi­
ally, or to pure and correct Bengali composition. For these he refers 
the mere Bengali student to a Sanskrit Dictionary ! 

In like manner he rejects three of the seven cases of nouns, and 
for similarly inconclusive reasons. 

He strongly oppose8 all use of the inferior forms of verbs and 
pronouns, (though engrained in the language both spoken and writ­
ten, and, for many reasons, now at least indispensable,) as savouring 
pnly of pride and want of reflexion ! 

He equally consigns to unmitigated reprobation the colloquial 
or slurred pronunciation and written contraction of the verbs; as of 
:-,J:_f~ for <llf1f~lii, lrtf~ for trttc~f5t, &c., forms that find their parallels 
in all living languages, which .invariably make a difference between 
the familiar or colloquial and the grave or solemn style of pronunci­
ation. 

He substitutes. C'1il and t~ for 1111 and ~1 in the second person of the 
past tense of verbs, i. e. a provincial form for the general. 

He omits 1' after the close 'if of fli:'if in the plurals of nouns, or 
optionally doublea the st, giving Tini-,fiHS'I or-fi{t~ for Pi~. a gross 
vulgarism, at which we are much surprised in Ram Mohan Ray. 
He inserts a 11", too, in the genitive of nouns, making fu,tJif for f1mt'J, 
which has no authority beyond his own writings. 

His syntax is particularly meagre and unsatisfactory, and prosody 
he barely touches, with the remark that " as the natives of Ben­
gal have neither music nor a language well adapted for poetry, little 
or no ind~cement exists to a foreigner to study its prosody !" In 
which remark he but instinctively expresses that habitual contempt for 
all the vernacular dialects so characteristic of the brahmin, proud· of 
bis privilege of Sanskrit lore. . 

• We have made the above remarks only to prevent an erroneous 
11upposition, natural enough to the uninitiated and newly arrived 
European student, that he might safely allow himself, as a matter 
of course, to be led by the authority of a learned native so respec­
table and justly celebrated as Ram Mohan Ray; whose real acquisi­
tions,' however, certainly did not include a profound or even accurate 
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knowledge of his mother tongue, in that respect not dissimilar, as 
we have ah·eady remarked, to many cle,·er and well educated men 
among ourselves and probably among all nations. 

No. 5. " AN INTRODUCTION to t-he Bengalee language:" prefixed 
to Mendies's Dictionarv. 

This introduction, tl~ough very concise, yet comprises the essentials 
of the Bengali accidence, and will prove very satisfactory to such as, 
knowing the language colloquially but not grammatically, desire to gain 
some insight into its proprieties, forms of declension, conjugation, &c. 

There is no svntax, however, which indeed could not well have been 
comprized at ari'y length within the space allotted for this introduction; 
which may, nevertheless, safely be recommended as a clear, accurate 
and useful epitome of the grammatical structure of the very regular, and 
now more than el'er important, language of Bengal; it adds materi­
ally to the general usefulness of Mr. Mcndie!l's lexicographical labours. 
It is too short and succinct, however, for such as would study the lan• 
guage not only in its general principles, but in its idiomatic peculiari­
ties and minute characteristics. But such, of course, were not contem­
plated in its compilation, which for its design, as above noted, is all that 
could be desired. 

No: 6. A GRAMMAR of the Bengalee Language, adapted to the 
young, in easy question;,, and answers. <fti;l'tlf'JTl\t~ fi't'JFtt'lf <1t\it<i1'1 
;;tatv utuo1, bv the Rev. J. Keith, Calcutta, 1820. Printed -at the 
School Pre5s; 1'st edition 1820, 2nd edition 1825, pp. i5. 

This little work was composed by the excellent author, now some 
years deceased, for the use of the native pupils in the go_vernment expe­
rimental schools at Chinsura. Unfortunately it is written on the prin­
ciple of European grammars, a principle little applicable to the Indian 
Dialects. Native grammars are constructed on a plan exceedingly 
diverse from this, far more simple we think, and very much more cor­
rect and philosophical; at all events the only one on which the 
derivatives of the Sanskrit can be advantageously or accurately stu­
died by Europeans, or correctly taught to natives. 

Most of the mistakes, in Bengali translation or composition, that 
have been committed by Europeans, originate in this radical error of 
overlooking the native grammatical system ; an error precisely similar, 
in its nature aiid results, to that which for so long a time retarded 
the cultivation of our own vernacular English by the application to it of 
the forms of the Latin language,-a language constructed upon princi­
ples so essentially different from those proper to the simplicity of our 
Saxon dialect. Scarcely is there an English author of auy eminence, up 
to the close of the last century, (when only, in fact, the English Ian~ 
guage began to be studied in a rational manner, aud grammarians to 
throw off the fetters of prejudice, no longer misled by thtir fondness 
for Latin,) how distinguished soever for talent and learning and clas• 
sical taste, from whose Englieh writings may not be exhibited almost 
innumerable violations of the proprieties of his mother-tongue, who 
yet probably wrote in L~tin with equal elegance and correctness. 
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The little work of Mr. Keith therefore, thoagh, as a first e1fort to 
compile a BengaH grammar in Bengali and/or natives, it may justly 
claim for the author the praise of zeal and diligence, can yet scarcely 
be considered e.s affording e.ny material aid in prosecuting the deaign 
of its publication; not only is it not in conformity with the native 
system and eo, consequently, not calculated to communicate a correct 
acquaintance with the peculiarities of the language; but it ii moreover 
both defective, omitting much that is essential; and erroneous, violat­
ing some of the clearest rules of the language; arbitrarily discarding, 
e. g. the inferior terminations of the verbs, the use of them being, in 
the author's judgment, a bad practice, 'ttiJ1, forsooth ! It is composed, 
too, in a style very far from idiomatic, abounding in European turns of 
thought and modes ·of expression. In the 2nd edition many of the 
grammatical blunders of the 1st are, indeed, corrected, and the compo~ 
sition is in some places improved. But enough that is incorrect re­
mains, to support the judgment we have passed upon it. Unfortunate­
ly, in -default of perfectly well adapted implements, we must often be 
compelled to employ such as are ill calculated to produce good workman­
ship ; as, whilst unsupplied with better elementary books for educa­
tional purposes, the best teachers are reduced to the necessity of sub­
mitting to the use of bad or defective ones, or else must !!hut up their 
schools. R. M. Ray's (No. 5 below), is a far better grammar than 
Keith's, but it is not written in so simple a style. We can only hope 
that the want yet existing, of a good Bengali grammar in Bengali 
fo1· natives, composed on just principles, in easy and familiar language, 
!!1,liJiciently full yet concise enough to be made a school manual, may 
speedily be supplied. Meanwhile teachers must be satisfied to take 
hints from both the existing grammars, without overlooking the er­
rors or defects of either. The price of Keith at the School-Book 
Society's Depository, is only 5 annas, 

No. 7. c~n~v ~Jt..l'ol ;sal"W1 fir,fs;s, or a Grammar of the Bengali 
Language in Bengali, by Rammobun Ray, Calcutta, 1833. 

This is merely a Bengali version of No. 5, made by R. M, Ray 
himself, for the Calcutta School-Book Society, and sold at their Depo­
sitory. All the remarks made upon No. 5, are equally applicable conse­
quently to the present article, which was intended to supply the want 
of a compendium of Bengali grammar adapted to the use of the pupils 
in those schools for natives superintended, either partially or wholly, 
by Europeans. A work of this description well executed would be of 
great value, as nat(ves themselves never study their language gram­
matically, their elementary instruction reaching no further thun to 
spelling, reading, writing antl casting accounts: in all of which, save the 
last, the progress made at school is usually exceeding small indeed. 
Whether R. M. Ray's grammar has supplied the desideratum, the 
remarks already made upon it in its English dress, may enable the 
reader to judge. In addition it need only be observed, that the gram­
matical nomenclature, or translation of grammatical terms, is far from 
11.atisfactory to us in many instances. This however is not to be made a 
charge against either the ability or diligence of R. M. Ray ; the 1ubject 
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is difficult in itself, and he.s exercised the ingenuity of grammarians 
in all language$. In the Bengali, hitherto neglected by the natives 
themselves, it might be expected to present peculiar dilficulties; that 
these difficulties have not been in every ca~e at once surmounted, can 
surprize none. The ~ucce$sive efforts and contribution~ of a f~w such 
zealous and talented native scholars as Ilammohan Rav, would rnon 
produce a gratifying revolution in the state of the ~ative mind in 
i-egard to the cultivation of their own languag·e, and lead to a rapid im­
·provement in the elegance and precision of Bengali composition. 
::Weanwhile those Europeans who have the superintendence of Native 
fchools in which a grammatical study of the vernacular tongue forms, 
as it assuredly ought, a prominent position, and obtain$, as it deserves, 
a considerable share of attention, will be thankful for this little manual, 
·and, till they can obtain a better, use it gratefully. An intelligent 
teacher will make even the most deficient grammar contributory ,to his 
purposes. For native pupils, too, the present will not he so deficient as 
for Europeans. The price, at the Calcutta School Book Society's De­
pository, is only one rupee. 

No. 8. D1ALoau11s, intended to facilitate the acquiring of the Ben­
galee Language, by W. Carey, D. D. Professor of the Sunskrita and 
Bengalee Languages in· the College of Fort William. Serampore, 
2nd Ed. l 806, 3rd Ed. I 818, pp. 113. 

The first edition of this work we have not seen ; the 2nd and 3rd 
differ in no respect but a variety of type, though the long period of 
12 years intervened between the dates of their publication : we must 
conclude the author either saw nothing to amend or had no time to 
bestow upon the correction of these Dialogues preparatory to their re­
impression. The volume contains Colloquies, or Dialogues, on several 
ordinary subjects, such as the hiring of servants, discourse of respect­
able people, journeying, eating, letting of land, going to market, &c. 
including specimens of the quarrels of women, a subject prolific in terms 
of abusive scurrility and passionate objurgation. They are 31 in 
number, bnt of rnrious length, from a few sentences to the extent of 
ten or a dozen pages. The Bengali occupies one page, the opposite 
contains an English version, neither so literal as to absolve the 
learner from the necessity of attending to the very terms and con­
struction of the Bengali, nor yet so free as to be of no assistance to 
him in its analysis: such at least is the account the author gives of his 
design. 

In the execution of his plan, this work is open to roost of the same 
objections that lie against the other productions of the respected and 
learned author, the dictionary and grammar, already noticed, What­
ever corruptions may be fouud to txist in the current colloquial dialects 
of any peoµle, it has never l.ieen held allowable to introduce them into 
initiatory books, and so to mislead the learner, who, especially if a for­
eigner, having no rule by which to distinguish the pure idiomatic from 
the impure and ungrammatical, will of course trust to the correctness of 
the whole and uile it as such. If there were not neat aod pure Ben­
gali terms by which in any case to express the ic!eas to be conveyed, 
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there ~ere then nn excuse for the introduction of a foreign phraseology; 
but th1s·is very rarely the case indeed in Bengali, which possesses an 
extent of vocabulary not easily exhausted, and resources within itself, 
by mea.ns of idiomatic derivation and composition, adequate to every 
exigence. 

If the large use of foreign words in these colloquies much disfi,,.ure it, 
so does a foreign idiom likewise, especially in the clumsy const~uction 
of compound and dependent sentences. However, qfier the draw­
back occasioned by the faults in question, and withal by the limited 
variety of the subjects discussed and the scanty range of thought in each. 
dialogue, this book will yet be found of considerable service to the stu­
dent who shall use it with discrimination. He will acquire some insight 
into the native mind, modes of thinking, and domestic habits, together 
with a considerable variety of idiomatic phraseology, that will prove of 
much assistance in the perusal of books and in conversation. It is per­
haps the most useful of Dr. Carey's works in aid of the Bengali stu­
dent, and is sold at the very reasonable price of 2 Co.'s Rs. by Mr. 
D'Rozario of the Church Mission Press; also at the Serampore Press. 

No. 9. BAKYABOLEE or Idiomatical Exercises, English and Bengalee, 
with dialogues on various subjects,- letters, &c. &c. by J. D. Pearson, 
Superintendent of the H. C. Schools, Chinsurah. ~tlllrt<rait, &c. Cal­
cutta, 1820; 8vo. pp. 2,0. 2nd Ed. 1829, printed at the School Press 
for the Cal. Sch. Book Society. 

We have usually heard the native title of this volume so pronounced 
(by Europeans) as if it were intended for the English word Vocabu­
lary ; perhaps, from the mode of spelling in Roman characters, which 
should be Bakyabali, with the stress on the third $yllable, not as so 
frequently heard, on the first and third, as if Bakyab6Ii. 

It is a vocabulary and phrase book united, and comprises a variety of 
sentences illustrative of the (idiomatic) phraseology af the English lan­
guage, by examples of words alphabetically arranged in the order of the 
different parts qf speech. That i&, select nouns, adjectives, verbs, &c. 
in succession, exemplified in idiomt1tic English sentences, are arranged 
in one column of each page, the opposite column containing a Bengali 
version of them. The words illustrated are printed in italics : which 
expedient, besides drawing the attention of the learner to them in the 
first instance, as the subjects of the exercise, allows them to be readily 
found at any time subsequently, when sought for as in a dictionary. 
Thus, e. g. desirous either of obtaining a Bengali translation of the 
.noun • inclination,' or of seeing how its meaning may be expressed 
with or without the employment of an exactly corresponding term, 
the learner turns to the heading substa11tive, nnd carrying his eye 
down the columns over the italicised words, alphabetically arranged 
precisely as in a Dictionary, till he meet the word inclinat~on !n i~alics. 

- he comes, in p. 38, to the sentence-" He feels no inclinat~on to 
study.'' Opposite to this he finds, in the next column, the rendering­
" mt'lr fuitf-1$1 ~fi1,r-s 't1'i1 T11 -11 " in which the Bengali word 't'Elt.1 
corresponding to inclination, is foun<l, and 11t the same time its con­
struction shewn in the given sentence. 

3 F 2 
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Of couree it is but a small portion of the English Dictionarv that ia· 
thus exemplified ; but it is not saying too much to assert that a very 
large number of the most frequently recurring nouns, verbs, &c. ,,,.e, 
in this ingenious and practical manner, at once explained and illus­
trated in their current and idiomatical applications. Frequently 
se\"eral distinct senses of the same word are exemplified. Thus, under 
" impression," are found two phrases: 1st" This seal makes no impres­
sion, .:i ~;s irtst 111'1~ lf'I ;" 2nd, "What he said made an impression 
on my mind, f;sPr ClI mt!IPI ~ -si-nr~ :n-t"I i;rtfsti;i ;" in both which appli­
cations, no one native term would have been suitable. 

The plan is equally ingenious and practical; in carrying it out, how. 
ever, it is to be regretted the excellent author had not resolved upon a 
purer style of BengaJ.i rendering, both as to rncabulary and idiom. In 
the former he indulges in all the most current corruptions of the low 
spoken dialect., a mixture of many tongues, a Babel jargon of dis­
cordant sounds, never sufficiently to be reprobated; in the latter he 
has very often failed of rendering his Bengali as characteristically 
correct to a native as his English is to an Englishman. 

This work was specially designed for natives, to assist them in the 
study of English, and particularly to enable them to discriminate the 
se,·eral idiomatic applications of the same word, and their correct con• 
struction in sentences. It sen·es equally well, however, as to the 
design at least, to aid the European to express himself in Bengali. 

A new edition of the book purged, in the Bengali column, from 
its many barbarous and exotic terms, and the sentences generally cor­
rected and more idiomatically constructed, would be an invaluable 
aid to the student, whether native or European. At the same time 
the several distinct senses in which the same English word may be 
employed, should more frequently be shewn. 

The Dialogues following the phrases are few and short ; between a 
gentleman and a pandit, of the bazar, &c. They furnish the learner, 
however, with technical terms, phraseology, &c. and some useful infor­
mation on learning, buying and selling, courts of justice, law proceed­
ings, and some other matters, followed by a few forms of letters, notes, 
petitions, &c. all useful in their way. 

The work forms an 8vo. Vol. of 280 pages, which may be had at the 
School-Book Depository, Price I R. 4 As. in cloth. It well deserves 
consulting. The student, aware of its chief defects, will be on his 
guard against them accordingly, whilst advantageously deriving from 
it much substantial assistance in the prosecution of his studies. 

No. 10. Bengali Selections with Translations and a Vocabulary, by 
Sir G. C. Haughton, M.A.: F. R. S. &c. London, 1822, 4to, pp. 198. 

This work presents the student with 18 reading lessons, consisting 
of ten of the 35 stories entitled C-s1'51 tf~ or Tales of a Parrot, 
four selected from the ~wtf;:r•,'rt;i;,i or Tales of the 32 thrones, and 
four from the "l<lill' "fjt51 or Touch-stone of man ; accompanied with a 
pretty close t;-;.nslation in English, and a Vocabulary of all the 
words contained in the Selections, together with the English rendering 
as given previously in the translation itself. . • . . 

This volume may possess a value to students Ill England which 1t 
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certainly does not in this country. There few Bengali books are 
usually procurable; here- numerous useful and elegant native works 
are always within reach. The entire volumes, too, from which the 
selections have been made, would, in this country at least, cost leH 
than one half the price of this single book containing but a few frag­
ments of their contents. The work is the less valuable besides, as 
including nothing in the shape of critical notices ; no observations 
pointing out beauties or defects of style or idiom, no remarks upon 
grammatical peculiarities, nothing serdng to elucidate the construction, 
explain difficulties, or direct the taste of the student; affording him no 
aid, in short, in his study of the language, beyond simply furnishing 
him with the raw material of a few reading lessons, without even a 
solitary reference to the rules of grammar. The larger portion of the 
selections, morever, is from a work not irn original Bengali composi­
tion, but a translation from the Persian ; of which it is found to retain, 
necessarily perhaps, marks by no means ambiguous ; such as, besides 
the proper names, many words, some phrases, and the construction of 
consecutive sentences by a connecting Cll conjunctive, the Bengali ren­
dering of the original IS. These all betray their foreign source, and are 
not calculated to imbue the scholar with a pure Bengali style or phra­
seology. The m-s1 ~1:t~ is, therefore, by no means a desirable 
book to put into the hands of a learner. 

The volume is beautifully printed, uniformly with the grammar of 
the same author (No. 3 above). It is not ofteu procurable here in the 
shops, but is occasionally to be met with second-hand in the bazars, 
at uncertain prices varying with the state of the book and the real or 
supposed demand. The English price is £1. 10. 

We have thus endeavoured to characterize, as fairly as we could 
and as fully as we thought necessary, the grammars and other 
initiatory Anglo-Bengali works hitherto published. In conclusion we 
remark that, if we except Rammohan Ray, no native has as yet con­
tributed any thing to our grammatical knowledge of his vernacular 
tongue. That talented and liberal individual has done as much as, 
with his leisure and hubits of study, could be expected. His book may 
be consulted with advantage, but is insufficient singly. The elegnnt 
grammar of Mr. Halhed is the work of a tasteful scholar and philoso­
phical grammarian, but is nevertheless incomplete as a guide to the lan• 
guage, deficient in many things and erroneous in some. Dr. Carey's 
grammar is a clumsy, inelegant, and confused performance, gon­
taining little that is not in Halhed, and deficient in much that is. 
Haughton's book is written with far more taste and scholarship than 
Carey's, and has some valuable portions, but is both incorrect and 
imperfect, as we have shewn. The oldest is therefore yet far the best 
of the Bengali grammars; but, unfortunately, it is scarce; Carey's is 
the only one of the three always to be had, and to that facility is it 
indebted for having hitherto maintained a position which its intrinsic 
merit would certainly not have earned for it, and which cannot much 
longer sustain it. Halhed should by all means be procured, if ouly ou 
loan, to guide and correct in the use of Carey. 

[To be continu,d.] 



396 Hindu College, Obsc1·ver, and the P1·ess. 

V.-The Hindu College, the Observe,·, and the P1·es8 • 

Some of our remarks in the last Obsel'vei· on the examination 
of the Hindn College, and on the infidel tendency of that insfr­
tution in particular, and of the Government schools in general, 
have called forth the t.trictures and reasonings of the advocates 
of the College and the Government plan of education. 
These remarks have been scattered up and down the pages of 
our contemporaries the Hurkaru, Bengal He1·ald, Lite1·a1·y 
Gazette and the Daily News. No1· is this the first attempt 
made in the pages of some of these periodicals to fat.ten upon us 
a charge of uncharitableness and of a " rabid and reckless" dis­
regard of the real interests of the youth of India. The senti­
ment either implied or expressed has been that th_e Missionaries 
fear lest the influence of the Government education prove injuri­
ous to the Christian faith. We have allowed the fugitive bile of 
the writers to expend itself, in the hope either that hostilities 
would cease, or that they would put forth something moi-e tan­
gible than a flimsy paragraph, or a mean and contemptible insi­
nuation ; for this bas geuerally been the character of their obser­
vations. The time we looked for has arrived. The press has 
given birth to the defence or apology of the friends of the Go­
vernment plan of education as a neutral plan, and to an attack 
on Missions, Mission Schools, Mission temper, and success. 
These remarks have generally been introduced by the warmest 
expressions of attachment to the Christian faith, and most of 
the articles have been interlarded with commendations of the 
zeal and disinterestedness of Missionaries; but notwithstanding 
most wilfully misrepresenting their motives, undervaluing their 
temper and zeal, and sneering at their success. As a right 
understanding is essential to good amity and convictiQn in 
discussion, we may as well define what kind of Christianity 
it is that we feel it our duty to recommend to the natives, and 
Eupport by our writings and influence. Our Christianity is 
that of the whole Bible, a Christianity which knows no con­
nexion with the powerR of darkness; a Christianity that will 
prevent a man from placing himself in an official capacity under 
infidel or sceptical guidance, while in another public or in a 
private capacity he will stoutly defend the evidences of Chris­
tianity, but neither in one nor the other give evidence of a 
renewed heai:t and holy life. On the other hand we can assure 
these several advocates of the Government scheme, t.hat their 
praise of Miesionaries is perfectly understood and valued accQrd­
ingly. Whenever we take up a paper belonging to this school, 
commencing with some $UCh flattering unction, we can gene-
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l'ally-prophecy that it ~ill terminate in some fearful slaughter 
of the character either of Missions or Missionaries. It is like 
the Dane drinking to the Saxon and stabbing him the while. 
While we are thus anxious not to be misunderstood in our 
views of thing,;i and doctrines, as we always have eudeavour­
-~d to call things by what we consider their right names, 
we feel that we have a perfect right to be fairly and fully re­
preseuted, when it serves the purpose of our contemporaries 
~ither to notice our al'ticles or to animadvert on our Mi~sions. 
We have often had to regret the absence of fairness towards the 
cause of Missions in the pages of our contemporaries, but have 
•seldom posaessed the time m~edful for its expoRure. If they 
would but act with candour in all matters affecting Missions, 
we have no fear for the issue. 

But we must proceed to the charges of our opponents. It is 
quite impossible, in our limited space, to give extracts from either 
all or any of the articles on which we feel it our painful duty 
now to animadvert. We have therefore endeavoured to analyse 
and condense the principal errors, objections and arguments 
which have been urged againt us by all our contemporaries. There 
is but one remark, in the whole range of sweeping charges brought 
against us, that we feel, because it impeaches that which we value 
above all others-viz. our verac·ity and uprightness : this, what­
ever other charge may have been laid at our door, has not previ­
ously been called in question. It is stated by one of the writers 
that the article on which he remarks was " distinguished by 
disingenuousness and untruth." The article in question was 
marked by any thing but either the one or the other.-W as it 
in the charger That was open and straightforward enough. It 
stated the Government schools to be infidel and not Christian at 
all. Surely there is no disingenuousness or opacity in that ! And 
it adduced, as a proof of the want of Christianity, the conduct 
of one of the chief officials, in reference to a few texts of scripture 
suspended to the walls of one. of the schools. Let the working 
of -the system prove either the truth or falsehood of the posi­
tion. The disingenuousness and untruth appear however, in 
the writer's estimation, in the terms applied to the past and pre­
sent examinations of the College. The passage specially offend­
ing was that they were " unmeaning exhibitions." ~Ve should 
,not shdnk from bringing thiH charge against much more respec­
table institutions : yea against our best English seminaries and 
colleges.-And what is more, we have heard the charge brought 
against such, and never denied even by the best public instruc­
tors; and, if the writers in question ever passed any examina­
tion beyond that of a granddame's school, they well know that 
public examinations are too frequently a mere ruse. They are 
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neitl1er a test s11re of the tt>ncher's ability nor of the scholar's at­
tainments or diligence. How often has a master seen his most 
worthy pupil plucked by some pert forward boy? Aud if this be 
true of :English schools, with how much more force may it be 
applied to the schools of India, where everything is calculated 
to minister to the ,,anity of the pupil? What but an unmean­
ing exhibition can that be, where a Bengali lad is dressed 
up like a British officer, and where Desdemona is twice killed, 
first in the manner and then in the sense, and where otherwise 
sensible lads are taught to repeat scientific descriptions of men 
and things, gathered from abstruse works on European science, 
but who would be equally 'incapable, from the kind of education 
gi,en them, to resolve the description into plain English or into 
good Beugali? What is this but an unmeaning exhibition? 
What useful purpose does it serve? cui bono? Can fifty of these 
young men be found who could write a good plain letter in 
the English language on the common affairs of life, free from 
bombast and a turgidness of style indicating an entire absence 
of all good taste and sound judgment? We are not backward 
to acknowledge the great merit due to many of the pupils 
for their acquirements; but these acquirements are not the 
result of public exhibitions, nor in some cases are they alto­
gether the result of their public classes in College ; they are 
rather the result of indefatigable private application ; and if 
the time employed to prepare for these shows had been spent 
in practical study,the gain would have been great to them every 
way. It is moreover said, we wished to imply that the thinness 
of the attendance at the examination was owing to other causes 
than the wa1·mth of the weather. We had no such intention, but 
we strongly suspect, that had it been any other institution, 
there would have been some few there who were not. There is 
evidently little sympathy between the Hindu College and the 
public mind, we mean the puulic mind which feels an interest in 
sound education. We said that alt visitors were absent save the 
Committee and functionaries ; it appears that beside these there 
were oue or two ! Dying men catch at straws. 

The next point to which we would advert is, that the Missi­
ona1·ies and thei1· friends wish the Government to identify 
itself with the introduction of Christianity into their schools, 
1T1.ay to use coercion for that purpose. We are not disposed to 
believe (however uncharitable we may be deemed) that our con­
temporaries are ofteu guilty of reading the pages of the Obse11v­
er, or even of perusing the whole of the articles on which they 
make-their animadversions : for if they had, they could not have 
failed to understand that all we seek, with refe1·ence both to the 
Government schools and to its connexion with idolatry, is that 
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they will let religion alone!! 'I'hat they shonlJ be neutral in 
pl'itetice as well as in theory. What we ask is, not even that the 
teachers should be Christian, but, that if a man should happen to 
be a Chri,-tian and a i;;iucere one, he shall not be gagged by the 
profei;;sed toleration of the Committee. We do not ask that the 
Bible should be a class-book, but that books containing the 
Clu·istian faith and practice, in a doctrinal aud biograpliical form, 
i;;hould be able to find an entrance equally with the erudite pro­
duction of Thomas Thumb, Esq., or the anti-philo.~ophical a11<{ 
puerile quiddities of Hinduism, and the still more abstruse pecu­
liaritie8 of the M usalmaus. \Ve ask for toleration in its legiti­
mate sense and not coercion, not for partiality bnt neutrrility, 
not for a one-sided liberality but for full, free toleration. We 
ask that while infidel, sceptical and unitarian persons can 
bold an influence over the management of affairs, that if a pious 
man should be in the midst, he shall not be hunted like a bird 
on the mountains; that if Christian books be tendered to the 
Committee they should not be thl'own yack again with disdain, 
and all the courtesies of gentlemanly life set at defiance in 
contemplated answel'S. We are not anxious that a truly devout 
man should either aspi1·e to or attain to the post of teacher, 
but if he should, we ask that he may, if asked, not only be 
permitted but as a matter of inalienable right, give a reason 
for the hope that is in him ; and that the fact of his being a 
sincere Christian shall not di,qualify him for the post if he 
should apply. Will it be believed that a Committee acting 
on the principles of tolerntion, and who vaunt themselves on 
their libel'ality can so act ?-but so it is. Another topic for 
1·emark is the charge brought against Missionaries and their 
friends of a wish to infroduce Christianity in a sneaking and 
contemptible way. Will the Wl'iters adduce a !!i11gle proof 
of the existence of such a desii-e,-acts we kno\v are out of 
the question. We ha,·e but to declare fo1· tlte whole body 
of M issionaril's the supposition to be utterly aud ralumni­
ously false ! ! It iA further· remarked that the Missionaries 
fear the irijluence of the education of the Government schools 
will be detl'iwental to the cause of Ch?-isfianity. Christianity 
hmi never l1all any thing to fear from the increase and spread 
of useful knowledge; all the discoveries of science have but 
commended Chl'istianity to the understandings and affections 
of men ; much less then is there any thing to fear from infide­
lity, either in theory or practice. It is the parent of evils 
which are themselves the best evi,lence of its baneful tenden­
cy. \1/hat we feel is fear,-not for the ultimate result of 
the influence of these schools on the national mind, but for 
their immediately prospective influence on the youth of In-

VII. 8 o 



400 Hi,1.dv College, Obserne,·, and Ute Press. [JULY,-

dia. Iis it thP best method of introducing a man to the 
ble!<sings of light who had been naturally blind, to shut him 
np in wild and dreill'y mazes, where the organ of sight should 
look npon en•ry thing through every medium but the clenr 
blne of heaven ? ls it the best way to 611 the mind with sefo1-
faction to say, as it arises from its long and deep sleep, or from 
T1·andering in metaphysical 1mbtleties for ages, " Look at the 
~~·stems of Descartes and Stewart, of Berkley and Brown, of 
Pa~·ne and Paley, but eschew as you would the to1·ch of wit­
chery. the Bible? Consult the professors of mental philosophy, 
chemii-try, logic and the fine arts, but eschew the teache1· of 
Christianitv as you would the evil one himself." Were this 
p11blic lect.ure ail it would be comparatively paradisiacal, but 
alas! tho!'e who can give such public advice, can give in privnte 
a most deadly thrnst at the Christian faith. In order that a 
man may poison the mind, it is not necessary that he should 
formally sit down to teach ; it is not. essential that he pass posi­
tive re:aolutions to command-obedience to his opinions. A look, 
an insinuation, a wish covertly expressed is more deadly and 
effectual than all the formal resolutions fo the world. Thara­
waddie writes down the names of those who visit his imprisoned 
rival. thev abstain from furtl,er visits : their names and their 
l1eads ar~ synonimous in the vocabula1·y of the Burman court. 
,,re leave the application to those who best understand its signi• 
fication. \'Ve are aware that there are few who would openly 
and publicly act as we represent; it is not so much of public 
acts that we complain as of the pernicious undercunent which 
pervades the whole system, and that such an undercunent does 
perrnde it, is evident from the general character of the young 
men ; they boast of their liberality, and like the savans of France, 
think it the perfection of every thing to be sceptics•. We state ou 
the tei;;timooy of an indisputable witness that these youth boast 
of belonging to a certain class-to what class does the reader sup­
pose : to the chen1ical, mental philosophy, or class of history-
110; to the atheistical class! nor was this uttered once but often, 
Dot in private but in the open streets. Who are the most infidel_ 
ol~jectors at Mission services ? who? We venture to affirm 
that if there be an impudent weak objector who starts up in 
a Missionary audience in Calcutta-he is one of the alumni of 
the college. Does he come charged with what are deemed the 
higher range of infidel objections? No, but with the low, 

• We have repeatedly heard from the mouths of intelligent Nati_ves, 
tl1at the great mHjority of those young men, who have lately obt11111e_d 
Government 11ppointments as Moousi1fs, Deputy Collectors, &c. 1111heH1. 
tati11gly, and freely avow themselves as neither Hindus, Musnlmans nor 
C.:Lriiiti.aus. Are they not then sceptics ?-ED, 
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obscene oLjections of the notorious Tom Paine-objections as 
discreditable to the understanding as they are offensive to the 
pul'ity nnd chastity of !'Very moral and social feeling-objec­
tions too which require neither tact nol' talent to answer. We 
do not state this to criminate the unhappy youth who are 
made what they are. Towards them we have but one feeling­
that of strong and sincere pity, and if they will but tl'y its prac­
tical strength, we can assure them that to prevent the forma­
tion of the characte1· which is now in proce~s of formation, 
we will sacrifice every thing but religious principle, to give 
them a sound education without interfering with their pre­
judices or exciting their indignation. We candidly confess we 
would rather see them Hindus than sceptics,-rather see them 
with the chain of Brahma than of Chance. We ask, are the 
use of infidel publications watched by the council with as much 
anxiety as that of the Bible? Would a young man be equally re­
proved for attending the teachings of a sceptic belching forth his 
venom against the Gospel as he would for attending a Mi,ision 
service? Did any of the offici~ls ever declare that they saw no 
harm in M1·. D'Rozio's tenets when expelled from the college, and 
was not one of his leading tenets and one which he acknow­
ledged to have taught the non-e:llistence of God ? Has posi­
tive and avowed scepticism ever been a barrier to the attain­
ment of any post in the college? and has not Christianity ? 
If such be the state of things, how can it be wondered at 
that we should endeavour to unmask the system, or who 
would wonder that othe1· fruits should spring from it than those 
to which we have alluded ? It is mo1·eover asserted, that there 
have been more conve1·ts f1·om the college and from the Govern­
ment schools than from Missionary schools and labours. We 
confess we have some knowledge of Missions and their converts, 
but that with one or two exceptions, we know ofno converts to 
the Christian faith from the college or Government schools, 
and these converts, if we are rightly informed, left the col­
lege infidels, and the mischief they had rticeived there was more 
difficult of reparation than all the evils of heathenism ; it was not 
their connexion with the college but the deep 1;;earching pungent 
teachings of truth that caused them to exchange Durga for the 
CROSS. The view howeve1· suggested in this objection places the 
advocates of the Government scheme in a curious position. It 
either implies, that infidelity is the most effectual system for mak­
ing Christians, which is a consummation they do not desire, or 
that the Government schools, be they what they may, are the 
most effectual instrnments in converting the natives to the 
faith of Christ, and thus, according to their own shewing, 
tend to sap the foundations of the Hindu faith and strike 
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at the root of the British rnle in lndi:i,-both of which 
nils are specially clmrged on missi011s :llld deplored above 
1111 things that could happen. We ask where :ue these many 
mm·e converts from the Gowrnm'ent i::chooh! ihnn from miiasion 
~eminaries? We suppose they are h::isking in U topi:i, for in 
Bengal they ::ire assured!)' not. Should they be in iaome term 
-incognit::i we ask, was it the course of i;tudy pursued at the 
college that led them to the Cross? \Ve ask these questions 
because we detest all claptrap argumentl'. We have no 
objection to answer what we believe to be conscientious ohjec~ 
tions to the trnth, but when a writer for the mere sake of 
party puts forth such naked and impudent statements as this, 
,re answer it uot because it merits an answer, but becanse the1·e 
are some minds on which even it may have its influence. 

The same writer states that Mr. ·Trevelyan was put in pos­
session of some curious facts on this subject before he left India. 
Of their curiosity we hHe no doubt. We strongly suspect 
that Mr. T. will at once on his arrival in England consign them 
with other curious collt>ctions to the custos of the British Mu­
Sl'um. \I\' e have occasionally bad correspondence with Mr. T. on 
this subject. In our last interview with him ; schools were the 
subject of converse, but we heard nothing of the curious facts, 
if bv curious facts we are to understand, that more converts to 
Christianitv have been raised from the Government schools and 
the Hindu ·college than from Mission schools. To us it would be 
plea;;ing were it so; the idea is pleasing, but al:is ! the fact 
makt>s it but a dream. Some of the schools we have seen, of others 
and their influence we have heard from different p:irtie!'I, and our 
exper~ence gathered from many ,;ources tends but to one centre, 
and that a centre from which every thing allied to Christian 
truth at once rebounds. The voice gathered from that experience 
it., "Come ye out, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." May 
nery Cl1ristian Lear and obey the voice before it speak another 
la11guag-e. As this position places the advocates of the Govern­
ment plan on the horn,; of a dilemma so they imagine they have 
us in a corner covered with shame for our conduct. These wri• 
ttm,, one and all cry, proh pudor ! can you Christian Observers 
call the Hinde College infidel and its examination unmeaning 
wl1en it was sanctioned by the presence aud eulogy of the 
head_ of the Christian church in India, as well as by the chief 
Judge of the land. Why, say these writers, surely you we1·e 
demented; see in what a positiou you p+ace the head of the 
churcL-you make him the patronize1· of i11fidelity; or, revere• 
wg the idea, they say, Did not the prefience of theRe two e)e. 
:vated Christians render the institution Christian a11d tl1e meet­
ing Christian ! or at least it was a happy union of Christiauity 
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011d Hinduism, M uhammnrlanism and ScepticiRm, law and go!'!pel 
than which nothing con!ll be more delightf'nl; nothing surely can 
be more puerile than Emch an attempt at imposing on a crednlons 
public, yet we deign it a reply. No one can po8,;ibly have a 
more iiincere regard for the Bishop as a man and a Chri~tian 
thnn ourselves; but we must enter our protest in the first place 
against the supposition that liis presencd gives to the meeting­
or its object the slightest sanction of the church of Christ in 
India, except he be there in a delegated capacity. Moreover 
the Bishop is not, nor doe8 he claim to be, the head of the 
church of Christ in thi;i country. He is, and that justly, hecamie 
elevated to it, the head of the Anglo-Episcopal chnrch in India, 
but he does not in any one way represent either the Presbyteri­
an, Baptist or Independent sections of the one body of Christ. 
·what may be the views entertained by the pious of the Bishop's 
own communion on his visit and eulogy on the occasion referred 
to we know not, but this we know that at the moment it occurred, 
hut one feeling and that both deep and sad was expressed by 
many of the good; nor has that feeling beeu lessened since it has 
bren seen what a use has been made of both by the advocates of 
the Hindu College. If we are not much mistaken iu our estimate 
ofhisLordship'sviews, were he at home at this moment. we should 
find him properly joined with the begch of Bi~hops and hundreds 
of pious people, in opposing a very similar kind of semi-liberal 
and popish system of education in Ireland and the father-land. 
We beg to be understood that we have but one feeling of sincere 
respect for the Bishop, and that we offer these remarks only in de­
fence of our own views of the subject. In the remarks iu question 
we are charged with using an ad captandum argument by apply­
ing to this Government the a.ppeltation-christian. If it is nut, 
what is it? Is it not composed of Christian men, who profess to 
act on Christian principles in all the relations of life ; they are 
the representatives of a Christian people-it i,i looked upon by 
the natives as a Christian government, and the natives, what­
eve1· professions may be made to the contrary, believe that its 
first object is the accumulation of money, and the second the 
conversion of India to the faith of Christ. They infer this 
equally from the converting character of Christianity, and the 
conduct of the former rulers of the land. If such a Government 
so viewed be not Christian, what is it? It is our firm, and 
increasing firm belief, that if the Government were to avow 
themselves Christian to-morrow, thousands of Hindus would 
exchange Kali and J aganuath for Christ, and many Musalmans 
would cast away the crescent and adopt the cross. ·we are not 
anxious fo1· such a step. We should deprecate it,-it would only 
make hypocrites, not Christians; but what we infe1· from it is 
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tlrnt there is nothing t.o be feared from tl1e natives from decision, 
11olhing from uprightness; bnt that from timidity and vacillation 
ever~- e,·il, hoth moral and political, is to he apprehended. One 
otlteri,;t11.tement is, that more boys 11ttendtlte Government thant/19 
M1s,,·ion Schools. \Ve doubt the accmacyofthe statement. This 
ll'e know that every Mission school and seminary hns quite as ma­
ll: pupils as it can support; and in most ca~es they could receive 
many more, had they the means of instruction, aud this too in 
i,ome cal'es at the very door of the Government school, and with 
a perfect understanding that the Bible and Christianity are fully 
taught. But were the fact otherwise would it be surpi-ising. 
"'ho has the patronage ? \Vho can provide situations for the 
educated ? \Vhich boy will have the preference, the Govern­
ment or Mission school boy ? An<l it is to be supposed that 
the Go,·ermnent will gi,·e a more scientific education than the 
generality of Mission schools. The Missionarie·s, generally 
speaking, have taught their pupils the vernacula1·s, history, arith­
metic and the Christian faith, their object being to make, not 
fops, hut useful men; not butterflies, but industrious and up­
right citizens; there does appear therefore in the Government 
school, to a native, advantages and inducements every way ; it 
addresses itself equally to his vanity and his purse. But what 
is the case? Are Mission schools deserted ? No, they are 
equal in number, if not superior, to the schools of Govern­
ment. They have succeeded where the Government establish­
ments have Leen little better than failures, and this chiefly 
because the native was plainly told what bis child would be 
taught, while he equally knew that 110 means would Le em­
ployed to insure conversion, but fair, open and candid mea­
sures. Of the College and the Government schools there is a 
suspicion, aot that they are Christian, but that they are calcu­
lated to induce libertine and expensive habits, and this too 
gathered from the effect of the Hindu College ou those who 
have been sent to the college, for education by Mufassal Bairns, 
as welJ as by the Calcutta native gentry. We have heard 
of a Mufassal Babu, and he is not alone in the feeling, who said 
be would sooner send his son to the Gauges than to the college. 
The .Jlissionaries, it is said, should be silent about the cha­
racter or inff:u.ence of other systems, since thei·r own, and espe­
cially their preaching operations, have signally failed, and 
that Dr. Du.ff has declared education esaentiat to conversion. 
It may uot be generally known to our advisers, that the difficll:lty 
is not to make converts, but to make them since1·e; the diffi­
culty is not to obtain numbers, but piety. Had the MiRsiona1:ies 
baptised all of au apparently respectable class who have applied 
to them, they would ere this have had a numerous, though it 
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is to be feared not an over reputable family. We could our-
11elves have baptieed many a decent youth, if we had held out 
the promiee even of support and protection, and some whose sin­
cerity we had no reason to doubt. But it has been, and is the 
fixed determination of Missionaries not to baptise a single con­
vert, without fully explaining to him all the privations and suf­
ferings he may have to endure for the cross. So far from em­
ploying coercion, the Missionaries do not use persuasion beyond 
that of reason and scripture. If all were baptized who are 
evidentially couvinced, we believe the number would be great 
indeed, but we require more than this. We require manife~t 
and permanent evidence of a renewed heart and holy life. We 
state this to check in some measure that air of sneering triumph, 
which pervades all the communications of these writers over 
the absence ofnumbe1·s. We may still state that it is matter of 
deep grief to the Missionary, to witness thousands of his fellow­
creatures passing off the stage of life without the knowledge 
or hope of salvation ; but the mere turning them from nominal 
Hinduism to nominal Christianity, would not make them a whit 
more salvable. We leave these deep things, in the exercise of 
a calm and unwavering faith, in the hands of that God who 
allows, doubtless for wise purposes, equally the insults of apos­
tates, and the sneers of the scoffers, for the trial of that faith 
which will ultimately overcome the world. The promise on 
which the hope of the Missionary rests is sure. The seed he 
sows shall uot be lost.. The history of early and modern Missions 
proves this position. The Missions of the South Seas were with­
out a conve1-t for 20 years, and now, whatever sneer may be 
offered, or whatever wickedness may try to mar the work, it is 
evident that it has not been in vain in the Lord. lo this country 
we are perplexed but not cast down about Missions, for our 
fitm assurnnce is that when India is converted it will be as 
though a nation were born in a day; and we are convinced that 
there are many young men in Calcutta, even at this moment, 
who only wait for the formation of a caste or section sufficient­
ly powerful to support and comfort each other, to declare their 
faith in Christ. But amongst those of them, with whom we 
have had intercourse, there have been none of the alumni of the 
college ; from ti1ence come scoffers and persecutors saying, 
'' Whe1·e is the promise of his coming ?" We allo,". Dr. Dutf 
to !!peak for himself on this subject, a subject on wl11ch he hai 
been most wilfully misrepresented*. 

* Is it too much to request the writt'r in the Literary Gazette, to have 
the j!'Oodness to l'efel' us to that pRssRge of Dr. Duff's speeches or p~mph. 
lets, which stRtes thnt it is the Dr.'s opinion that education is essential tCI 

conversion ?-En. 
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Tl1e thing on which nearly all the writers harp is the wunt 
of clu11·ity we display in s11eakin.g of the ed11c11tfonat pla.ns 
of Got•ernmerd, a:11d the attacks of sceptics, a11d of a rabid 
and 1·e<'kle1,s hostility to the educated youths of India. \,Ve 
and our colleag-nes may be mistaken in what \\e deem good 
fur the people of India; but be this ns it may, we will yield 
to 11011e in sincere desire to make them permanently happy 
and m•efol. \Ve do not wi,-h to speak of the Missionary 
body in tnms of eulogy and hoasting.-we have 1\0 sncl1-
desire; but we rru1y ask, ls there any other body in India 
for the :done pmpose of benefitting these people, without the 
l10pe ofemolmne11t or reward, and who are here, not as flit-· 
ting meteors, but ~"110 come and abide until driven away by 
sickness or death? 1f this be their character and object; how 
can they have a rabid feeling of hostility towards the very ob­
ject~ they come to bless? Who broke up the sleep ofageg in re-· 
ference to education? \\!ho without the sanction of Govem..: 
nwnt, nay in its very teeth, instituted not merely a few schools in 
Calcutta, but throughout the length and breadth of the laud?­
By what means has the Government been induced to take the 
steps they ha~e i11 reference to education i'-was it not owing to 
the succe,;:sful experiment of mii,sion !'chools? Would the natives 
of India now poo;sess the tide of education which they do, if 
it had not heen for M iRsionary influence ?-We believe not. 
l\Tlw are the pt>rsons that visit the distressed amongst them ? 
\\'ho enters their habitations as a disinterested friend? \Vho 
tries to raise their females from debased habits? Who in­
stitutes asylums for their orphans? Who ?-Not the frothy 
orators of public meetings, not the agitating demagogues nor 
any of their organs? No, it is the Missionary, and we can 
assure the;;e writers that, had it not been for their influence, 
the youth of India would have not only known their friends 
(for that they <lo), but would have acknowledged them aud have 
Leen better friends both to themselves and their countrv. Mis­
sionaries are not however much surprised, either at the" attempt 
to create a bad feeling -towards them in the miudR of.the natives, 
or at the effort to take the crown from their heads. They have 
been too much accustomed to the effortt1 of wily politicians or 
interested persons, to throw in the apple of diiscord in their 
peaceful circle, after years of pioneering and labour ; they are too 
well accu;;tomed, after years of toil have crowned their labours, 
or when the tide of popularity has run with the object of their 
solicituile,-they are too well aecustomed to see some blazi_ng 
aod i'eif:.constituted patriot or philanthropist rush in, and in 
co11jn11ctioo with otue1· but previously silent organs cry, " See 
Low benevolent we are, how marvellous are our workt1, we are 
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the men." We are not surprised at the fact but at the impu­
dence, which makes an effort to excite a feeling of hatred iu 
the minds of the party they seek to benefit, towards those 
who, through evil and good report, and without the hope of 
other reward than the successful issue of their labours, strive 
in every way to compass the purpose they have in view. We are 
accused by this same writer more than once of a want of charity. 
We suspect that charity with writers of this class, when con­
nected with Missionaries, means that a sneaking meanne11s under 
which every insult is to be borne with patience, and every 
ealumny submitted to without a murmur or a sigh. We do 
not so understand charity. The charity of the Bi Lie, if we under• 
stand it aright, is consistent with the most fearless exposure of 
under-handed wickedness as well as of open sin, with the most 
indignant refutation of calumnies aimed at the truth through 
the infirmities ofits advocates, and with the employment of the 
strongest language which can be applied to condnct which is 
brave till it is met, but cowardly when exposed, antl which 
adopts artifices to protect its enmity to the truth with which 
that truth, from its very character, is not able to cope save by a 
straightforward exposure of the flimsy friendship, or expressions 
of it, employed in orde1· to cover a deadly hatred to the cause of 
God-Chai:ity is consistent with all these. The Missionary, in 
becomiug such, does not cease to be a citizen, nor does he merge 
his courage or his manhood in his sacred functions. He still 
feels as a man and a citizen, and though he must possess that 
patience which suffereth long, there is a period at which 
it becomes pusillanimous and mean to be silent. If we 
put any 1·ight construction on the signification attached to 
charity by these men, they would say, " You are iaught to be 
meek, therefore be mean ; to bear infamy for righteousness' sake, 
therefore let righteousness itself be trampled upon ; you are 
taught if the one cheek be smitten to turn the other also, there­
fore lay open your characte,· to slaughter ; let your motives 
be impugned, your intentions and plans misrepresented, but 
answer not a word. If you do you have not that charity which 
believeth and endureth all things, and which thinketh no evil." 
This is the estimate formed by such of charity :-it is not our1e. 
If the writers think to shelter thernsel ves, their calumnies and 
insults of the gospel under such a version of its charity, we 
tell them they will be woefully mistaken. Towards every man 
we bear only the feelings of charity in its fullest extent ; it is 
with principles not men we contend ; not for a party, but for 
truth. We are accused of sensitiveness in our own defence. It 
is not often that Missionaries come forward in their owu defence, 
and that only when forced by peculiady aggravated, circum-

VII· 3 H 
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etM<'es; but were they as sensitive as their opponents, not 11 

-..·eek could pass in which they would not have to correct eno1·s 
or refute mistatemeuts in reference to their wo1·k. H<nv dif­
ferent is this to the conduct of theil- opponents, who, if one 
word be d1·opt impeaching theil- integrity or honor even by 
implication, come down all armed and ready fo1· the frny ! Tho 
slightest implication of thei1· motives is resented and accompani­
ed by every kind and degree of attack on Missions; nor are they 
ready to make the amende honorable by inserting our defence 
in their organs or of allowing such documents, however CQnvin­
cing, to influence their minds, or induce them to cease the r.e­
petition of oft-repeated, and oft-refuted calumnies. The animus 
of the whole may be illustrated by a recent and striking fact. 
Our contemporaries, with one or two exceptions, have been irr 
the habit for i::everal years of inserting in their columns every 
scrap of intelligence from foreign Mission spheres which insinn­
nted auy wrong doings on the part of the Missionaries. One of 
the;;e papers has ~pecially earned to itself a notorious repute by 
its bitte1· and scurrilous, its untiring but ineffectual, hostility to 
every thing good,-a journal whose injurious effects, if its in­
fluence were equal to its size and intention, would be immense; 
but happily for truth's sake it defeats its own purpose by 
its eoarseness, bitterness, and misrepresentations. Recently a 
work appeared containing a most virulent attack on the Cape 
Missionaries,-a Mission this which had received the especial pa­
tronage of the journal referred to-which work was answered in 
the pages of this magazine; this answer was honorablycopied into 
one of our contemporaries (the Englishman) and into one only, 
though the whole press both religious and irreligious had joined 
issue in giving unqualified approbation to the work containing the 
charges brought against the African Mission. But the moment 
this article appears in our page about the Government schools, 
down come these 1ndividuals as the advocates of injured truth 
and calumniated institutions, charging us in the course of their 
defence with uncharitableness and all the othe1· superfluities of 
naughtiness of this wicked world ! We should have felt the re­
marks of our brethren of the pen, who crowned their efforts by 
the recommendation of a work that made no bones either of pri­
vate or public character, if they had manifested the slighest 
regard for the character of those, who for a series of. years it 
had Leeu their study to calumniate. What is to be inferred 
from such a line of procedure but that the conduct of our con­
temporaries it1 marked by at least disingenuousness, if not by 
something worthy a harder uame? nay it proves more-that there 
is evidently a strong sympathy between the opponents of Chris­
tiau Missions and that part of the press alluded to ; and a sym-
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pathy r.qn1tlly strong ancl powerful between that press and the 
Hindu College; ergo, there is manifestly a hoRtility in both to 
vital godlineAs which only wants the opportunity and power 
to exhibit its bittel'ness and wreak its ma.lice on that religion 
which the professed liberality and toleration of the age pro­
tects. We are aware that there a.re honora.hle exceptions 
both in the conductors of the press, and in the committee 
of all the institutions 1·eferred to, as well as in their teachers ; 
towards them we entertain but one feeling of the deepest re• 
spect, though we think their views anti-scriptural and unwar• 
ranted by other historical testimony. We say to them moBt 
advisedly the parties with whom you are allied will work with 
you, and cajole and compliment you, so long as the sacrifice of 
principle is all on your side ; but once speak, and they will 
declare you incapable of acting under a liberal and uni ver• 
sa\-religion-patronizing board. So long as religionists can be 
quieted by your presence without acting on your principles, it 
is well ; but once act and you are the J onah,-the lot will fall 
on you; you must be cast out to allay the fury of the storm. 
Our advice to evangelical Christians is, Com6 out and be ye 
separate ; let the dead bury their dead. Let us not add to the 
other sins of the church the ineffectual effort to unite Christ 
and Belia), light and darkness, God and Mammon. 

VI.- JV.'s remm·k on Edito1·ial Note, page 343, June No. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR Sms, 
From the editorial note at the bottom of the 34,3rd page of the June No. 

of your paper, it appears that you 1·eganled the unpuhlisbed part of my 
letter as of too personal a character to find a place in you1· paper. I am 
sincerely glad that as you esteemed it so, you did not publish it. For 
I do regard the suhject as too sacred and too dear to he injured 1,y an, 
thing that would even seem to be of a personal charncter. As I wrote and 
despatched the article in haste and did not happen to retain a c0py, I 
will thank you to return me the manuscript that I may 1·econsi<ler the 
objectionable pai·t. 

I owe it to myself to say that when I wrote the article, I hauthe impres.. 
sion that M1·. Mundy was the writer of the article signed " Cinsure11sis" 
in the Feb. No. And I am su1·e Mr. M. will not suspect me of havirw 
any other pel'sonal feeling than that of kindness and respect towards him~ 
Long since the article was written a person of my acquaintance assu1·ed 
me that it is not l\fr. M. who writes unde1· the signature " Cinsurensis." 
In eithe1· case I had not the man but the subject before my mind in writing· 
the article. But I writhe under the thought of even seeming to treat auy 
correspondent of you1· pape1· in any olher than a courteous anti respectful 
manne1·. Will you kindly gi\·e this II place in the C. C. 0. as near to the 
note at the bottom of the 343rd page of the June No. as may be. 

Altul1abad, June 8th, 1838, ,v. 
3 H 2 
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YIJ.-Deafh of the Rev. J. C. IUtenius of the Tinnevelly 
Mission. 

We nre confident our readers will feel the same deep sorrow 
on tl1e perusal of the following information that we experienced 
ourselves on its reception. We can but be i,till nnd acknow• 
)edge the hand of the Lord.-Mr. Rhenius has left a widow and 
11ine orphan children wholly unprovided for. The church of 
Christ in Bengal and throughout India will, we are confident, 
not allow t.liis opportunity to pass without endeavouring tQ 
place them beyond the reach of necessity. Fellow Christians! 
·,re call upon '\"OU not to rais11 a cold and marble monument to 
the memory ~four devoted11,11d beloved brother ; he lives in 
lmndreds of renewed hearts, which is his best monument; but we 
Rsk you to come forward in behalf of the widow and fatherless 
children of one of the best and most devoted Missionaries India 
ever saw. " Visit the widow and fatherless in their affliction," 
We s)1all be happy to be the means of conveying any subscrip­
tion for this purpose to the conductors of the Tinnevelly Mis-
sion. .p,A.o,, 

We hope all our bretl1ren of the press will aid us in this 
effort. Let the subscription too be worthy of Rhenius.-En. • 

Eztract of a letter f,·om the Reverend J. J, Mii.lle1·, dated P"famcottah, 
June 7, 1838. 

"Perhaps you have heard befm·e this reaches you that my dear father­
in-law, Mr. Rhenius, was called, on Tuesday evening the Sth June, from thia 
vale of tears into his eternal rest. In my last letter I mentioned that he 
was indisposed, the heat hal'ing of late affected his health more than at any 
former period during an active life of 24 years in India. However, none 
of us thought that hi& sickness was unto death ; his end was sudden and 
unexpected. A stl'ong determination of blood to the head, not only de~ 
prfred him at intervels of his senses, hut fell so powerfully upon the brain 
that, within 3 hours from the commencement of the attack, all his suffel'ings 
were over. You will see from this that his death '!as caused by apoplexy. 

" I cannot write much, my heal't is bleeding; sorrow has filled our souls, 
not only on account of our loss, but also for the great wol'k, which the 
Lord h;,s now left in our hands. The dear man of God, Rhenius, is dead I 
Lechler is abst>nt on account of his health, Schafter and myself are stand­
ing ;,lone ; but the Lord is our helper and will glorify his strength in our 
weakness. Do not forget us in your prayers, and remind others 11Jso of 
the 1<·or<l of the Lord-" it is more blessed to give than to receive." May 
our good Lord strengthen our faith ! Mr dear wife and myself al'rived 
this morning from our station just in time for the bul'ial, neilhe1· of u1 
lia,·ing seen his face any more, Mrs. Rhenius is wonderfully comfol'ted. 
The dear father has left a widow with 9 living children. But the Father 
of the fatherless, and the Husband of the widow will provide for these, 
The end of our dear brother was peace. His rest after the troubleH of life 
will be sweet indeed, and his reward will be glorious; he has sown hounti. 
fully nm\ will doubtless reap also bountifully. !\fay Gud's spirit direct u1 
and may we Le faithful unto death !" 



1838.J Po,try. 

•attr». 
For 1111 Calcutta Chridian Obllrf!w. 

411 

The following lines pretend to no poetical merit whatever ; they are given 119 11 
•imple and mo9t literal version of e rather natural and pleaging episode e11tracted 
f,·om th_e fil'et Book of th~ grellt _IndlRn Epic, th~ Mahabharnt. They may prove 
intel'estiog to such as admire the s1mple8t e11press10n of natural emotions, and be 
the mort. gratifying 8.9 proving, that even in Hindua the sympathiee and affection~ 
of nnture have not been altogether crushed and deetroyed by the blighting and para­
lyzing superstit_ioos to which they have bein ensh•~ed ; bot do, however rarely 
alas I nppenr am,~st even the most monstrous absur~1ties an_d the _most demoralizing 
details. A caomhal demon had mflde a compact with the 10hab1tants of a certain 
city, who, to stay his rage from wholesale devastation, had engaged to supply 
him with n daily ration of a single human victim. In the rotation of the house­
holders, the lot for furnishing the supply had fallen on a Potter's family who bad 
hospitably received and ente,·tained the wandering Kunti, mother of the P&ndava 
Princes, and her sons; one of whom, the Herculean Bhim, slays the demon and 
so rescues not only his hosts but the city in which they sojou,•ned. This io the ma­
obinery of the tale. 

THE POTTER'S FAMILY. 
OF rightful honors reft, of friends and home­
By kindred cruelty, too long to roam 
Compell'd, f'air Kunti and her sons divine 
Found shelter in a Potte1-'s homestead shrine. 
It chanced as with his mother mighty Bhim, 
The rest abroad, discoursed their sor1·ow•s theme, 
Loud sounds of sore lament arrest their ears, 
And for the moment still their own quick fear■. 
From where the hospitable hosts apart 

10. Abode, the wailings came-the grateful heart 
Of Kunti, on the instant, prompts to run 
The cause to learn, who thus bespoke her son­
" We, by the Potter's kindness, in our need 
Safe shelte1· found, from furthe1· roving freed : 
Now be it oul's to soot:lie his soul's distress, 
And in his grief our sympathy express : 
Since who is slow a grateful debt to pay 
Of aiding pity shewn in sorl'ow's day, 
Justly of righteous gods accurst I know, 

!O. And doomed to future long-enduring woe." 
Thus Kunti spoke-and as the mother cow 
Bounds to the call of her'poo1· calf's deep low, 
So sped sl,e, with a heart to pity prone, 
'fhat felt each sufferer's sorrow as her own. 
Aniv'd, an instant at the door they pause 
When thus the Host's sad speech declares the cause 
Of his loud grief-" Ah me! too true 1 spoke 
When first my doubts of what might be awoke; 
Too Yainly strove to win you to my mind-

30. So hnd this curst abode been left behind, 
Where demon cannibals haYe pow'r to harm, 
And each new day to stir a fresh alarm ! 
But you, alas !. too loth from hence to roam, 
And leave dear father, mother, friends and home, 
No credence·to my Yoice prophetic gave, 
And now the nngeance comes; from which to save, 
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Jle11r ns I Jove you, not II hope Appenre, 
Not one de,.ice 1·elieves my growing fenre, 
J\fy first-lo,·ed wif,., faithful and good and true, 

40. My cliildren's mother and my all are you, 
Throuirh many a year a source of sweet delight­
And, ah ! that dRrling infant, to my sight 
So sweetl1· precious! must from thy fond arms 
Be torn! His little life, mid rude alarms 
Arid piercing sorrow spent, too surely waete, 
Till from those grRsping arms he quickly haste, 
To cruel death an early prey ! And I, 
Bereft of thee, ah ! whither sbould I fly ? 
The world a howling wilderness would p1·0,•e, 

.SO. "'ithout the solace of thy sight and love; 
Thy de.1th were harsher living death to me; 
l hreathe no rno,·e if once depriv'd of thee. 
E'en were I base enough myself to save, 
By yielding thee to find a cruel grave 
'U'ithin the fiend's devouring jaws, my sbame­
(And who regards it not, of human name?} 
My deep and burning shame no place could bide­
And what is life uncheer'd by virtuous pride! 
This fair-haired beauty, our sweet daughter here, 

60. To make the sacrifice-the thought is fear 
More horrible than e'en the deep disgrace 
Which, thence arising, must infect· our race. 
A daughter's birth is full of hope to those 
lVho in the dark abodes of Yam·repose; 
Ancestral ghosts, who hail the joyful day 
That gives her to a husband's arms away, 
In anxious prospect that from her blest womb, 
To cheer the gloomy sadness of the tomb, 
A holy offspring may be bo1·n and give 

70. The funeral cake, and they in Swarga live. 
Her in the demon's opening jaws to throw­
A way with life at such a cost ! Oh no ! 
Myself alone will to the foe depart" -
Here thought's sad utterance checked by grief of heart, 
Be could no more-his swimming eyes waxed dim ; 
He wept aloud and she too wept with him! 
At length found pow'r awhile the faithful wife 
To speak her lofty purpose-" Why, my life, 
My dearest lord! Oh ! why those thoughts conceive 

80. Of deepest sorrow ?-No, thy wife, believe, 
True to the faith to you, to those she owes, 
(Dear pledges of our love,) to save them goes. 
Live, live in peace, their sole protector now, 
At once their father and their mother thou ! 
In thee thy household's safety e'er must lie: 
Ju thee J live and in thy dea~h I die; 
Survive I could not: while yon laughing boy 
And lovely daughter, reft of eve1·y joy, 
Orphans, to sorrow bol'n, must 1·oam the wol'ld, 

PO. From height of bliss to depth of mis'ry hurl'd ! 
Or, i;hould the cruel fates yet bid me live, 
Whence could my feeble arm gain strength to give 

[JULY~ 



1838.] Poetry. 

The food that should their gentle lives maintain? 
Oh no I-my husbnnrl, for their RRkes remain. 
Think of thy mourning widow, day L,y day, 
Ami orphan babes, to want and sbame a prey! 
Lur'd by thy sweet girl's beauty, some low boor, 
His ready gifts all powerful with the poor, 
Should buy her to his arms-and this our son 

100. A beggar doom'd, 'nlns ! must early run 
To evil courses for his daily food, 
And all untaught soon cease, too, to be good! 
Then last, some wretch, with hateful lust inflamed, 
Thy sorl'Owing widow, poor an<l all unclaimed, 
Should forceful seize to feed his base desi1·e. 
Dire fate to me and them without a sire, 
Each day new-pregnant with some keener woe ! 
It may not be; my lord, 'tis I must go: 
Our loss'unequal-mine may be supplied ; 

110. Youn were desh"uction to all these beside. 
Another wife, meet grief indulged a space, 
Shall my small loss to you and these replace ; 
For these you married, took a household's care­
Live then for these, let them your kindness sb.are ; 
A husband fit your daughter duly find, 
Instruct your son, inform his early mind; 
Live 11nd be blest to many a future year-
For me, my date is past, my time is near! 
When she is best and strives to do tb.e most, 

rno. The highest excellence a wife'may boast, 
Is well her husband, while he lives, to tend, 
And, reft of him, she lives .to what good end? 
But, if to serve him she short life resign, 
Undying life and happiness divine 
In heaven are surely hers-while here, beside, 
Her pure renown builds up her race's pl"ide : 
F01· sacred truth declares, in many a page, 
All deeds of w'orth that justify the sage, 
Ascetic pains and prayers and vows to heaven, 

130, And secrifice and gifts to brahmins given­
All yield theii· highest merit to a wife 
Beloved, obedient, faithful through her life ; 
Her husband's approbation chief desire 
That fills hel' bosom, prompt with nothing higher. 
I go then, dearest lord, to meet my fate; 
M11y evel'y blessing on your steps await!" 
Thus spoke she and the stream of sorrow fell, 
To p11rt with him and them she loved so well. 
He on hel' neck, with equal anguish torn, 

U0. Dissolved in woe, wail'd loud as one forlorn; 
In mingled stream ran down tb.e swelling grief, 
'Twas misery all and hopeless of relief ! 
As thus in agony of soul they wept, 
Their youthful daughtll1· nea1·er gently crept, 
And, with a purpose like theil' own, she said-
" \>Vhy, dearest parents, mourn as hope ,vere fled? 
Compose awhile you1· griefs and list my voice 
That bids your bosoms once ag11i11 rejoice. 

413 



150, 

160. 

170. 

180. 

190. 

196. 

Shouldet tllou, my mother, glut the demon'■ rage, 
Oh ! then, this bosom teems with a,ne preaage, 
Thy smile unseen, thy wonted oa1-e unprov'd, 
Mr brother too from e&1·th were soon 1·emoved I 
Yes, this dear boy would, ah! how quicl<ly tl.y, 
And with him all our race's hope should d,ie ! 
Stay then, my mother ! oh ! for his sake, stay-
A daughtel', I must soon or late away ; • 
By all resigtless fate's too sure decree, 
To other hands to pass is fi:r.'d for me; 
Or li\·ing, to a husband I'm conaigned-
Or now to demon'a grasp and death reaigned. 
Then antedate awhile a loa mu,t be, 
And ye, my parents, are from danger free; 
While for the single joy in me that tl.ies, 
Shall many a daughter bless your tearless eyes.! 
Had fate ordained me further date, and given 
A son-'tis he should have secured your Heaven: 
Now I myself will dying save from hell 
Whom well I love; and so I go, farewell !" 
A filial love thus tenderly e.:r.prest 
Gave keener point, in each parental breast, 
To woe's fell dart, that thus at once struck all­
Each on the other's neck, in turns they fall, 
Mingle their bitter te&rs, and loudly mourn, 
Each separate breast with common aaguish torn. 
His little heart unused to grief, the child­
Beholding those so weep wh" ever smiled, 
The cruel demon, as he learn•d, the cause-
"With infant COIJJ'agte al.Linstioct, quick draws 
From o1f the ground a blade of straw, and cries-
" Fear not the demon-point; him where he lies, 
And with this sta1f my b.ands shall bid him bleed" -
(Nor doubt but be bad hea,·t to do the deed-) 
His childish rage and simple speech the while 
Arrest e'en grief and make deep misery smile; 
Such blest relief may from a child's tongue tl.ow, 
To soothe a moment hearts all sore with woe! 
Just at this pause it was kind Kunti came 
To pour her sympathy ; and from the dame 
What yet she knew not learnt, her words had.power 
To kindle lutpe-like sweet nectareous shower 
That falls upon the dead and lo ! he lives-
So Kunti spoke and more than hope she gives. 
At her behest the mighty Bhim lleparta 
To slay the deIQOJl awl rejoice the hearts 
Of many a household, long to sorrow left, 
And, like the Pot~r•1, r,f 1weet hope bereft. 

CIMSVBlllll'DI, 
1Sth Ma11, 1837. 
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fflfddfan«1·u nnlt lltlfgfaud lnttlligtntt. 
I. -MI9UONARV AND EccLJ!Rl,tSTIOAL MoVEMP)NT9, 

,ve regret to 11nnm111ce the ,leath of Mrs. Yates, the beloved wife of our 
esteemed friend the Rev. W. Yates, pastor of the Church meeting in the 
Circular Roiul Chapel. She died at sea on board the Janet on the 22nd of 
May. Mrs. Yates had been for some time in a very precarious state of 
health, 11nd sought its re~toration by a sea voyage; hut He who seeth not 
as manseeth,ordained that she should see 'the land of pure delight,' not this. 
Thus have 0111· two llaptist brethren in the pastoral office heen deprived 
of their helpmates in one short month. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight !-The Rev. G. Pearce is obliged to proceed to England 
for the recrniting of his shattered constitution. He is ( D. V.) to 
proceed upon the La1·leina.-The American brethren, the-Rev. :Wessrs. Wil­
son and Caldwell, and Messrs. Morris and Craig, with their families, left 
on boats fo1· the Upper Provinces on the 23rd of June.-We regret to an­
nounce the sudtlen death of the Rev. J.C. Rhenius of the German Tinnevelly 
Mission. He was a man full of the Holy Ghost and in labours more abun­
dant. " God moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform." " Be 
still, and know that I am God."-The Rev. J. Hmherlin has been appointed 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, their regular Agent and Secre­
tary in Calcutta. Mr. H. may be expected to arrive and occupy this im­
p01·tant post at an early date. 

2.-LIBERALJTV OF THE LONDON BIBLE AND RELIGIOUS TRACT SocIETIES. 
These two noble institutions seem untiring in their benevolence to­

wards this country. The Bible Society has granted 1,000 copies of the 
Sacred Scriptures in the English language to its auxiliary in Calcutta, and 
the Religious T1·act Society has f01·warded 500 reams of printing paper 
as a donation to the Calcutta Trnct and Book Society. Tb.e same Insti.. 
tution sent ont a librnry of its books to the libraries of the Hindu, .Mu­
salman, and Medical Colleges, which have not been received, it being de­
clai-ed inconsistent with the fundamental principles of those Institutions 
Lo admit Ch1·istian books into thefr libn!l'ies ! ! ! 

3.-ESTABLISHHENT OF TBE FIRST MISSIONARY SOCIETY AT FALMOUTB, 
• JAMAICA. 

"Tempora mutantur !''-A Missiona1·y Society has been formed at Fal­
mouth, Jamnica, br the Baptist Missionaries. Who would ha,•e thought this 
ten yea1·s ago? ,ve could scarcely bring ourselves to believe the fact were 
it not that we have in our hands the Falmouth Post, with a full, true and 
particular account of the speeches, operntions, &c. May it be but the first­
born of many similar Societies! 

4,.- PnoGRESS OF TEMPERANCE PRINCIPLES. 
On Thu1·sdny evening·, June 14th, a public meeting was held in the ;\,Iis­

sion Chapel, Chinsul'II, in order to organise a Temperance Society in her 
Majesty's 9th Regt. stationed at that place. The president of the Society 
Lieut .• Farrnnt being· prevented from attending by indisposition, the 
chnir in his absence w11s occupied by the Treasurer, Lieut. Field. The 
resolutions were severally moved ancl seconded by Capt. Smith, Lieut. 
French, Lieut. Etlwa1·ds, W. H. Belli, Esq., G. He1·klots, Esq., L. Betts, 
Esq. and the Rev. G. Mundy, T(ie interi01· of th~ Cha~el. wos Cl'OW:cled to 
excess; a consitlernble numbe1· bemg unable to gam 11dm1ss1on, the wmdows 
wern thrown open and seats providetl for them in th11 ver11ndah, w_h11r11 ~hi,y 
wen, ennbletl to hem· the 11dl11·esses of the several speak~1·s. This Society 
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lrns commenced it opel'ations unde1· ,·ei·y promising cil·cumstRnces, The 
Cmnmending· Officer has Yery kindly ordel'cd a spare room to be cleared 
out in the B11rra<'k compound which !111s heen fitted up a~ R tempernnce coffee 
,·oom ; the expenses connected with it have heen defrayed by liberal dona­
tions from the chapl11in of the 1,tation, the commandant, some of the 
officers of the Regiment, :md also from the g·entlcmen, at the stations of 
Hooe:lv end Chinsu1·11. several of wbom have likewise contributed books 
to fo\·m the nucleus of a Temperance Lihrnry. 

Nearly one hundred pef'l'ons, inclu,ling officers, non-comlnissioned officers, 
and privat!'s fol'thwith ga,·e in their names as members of the Society which 
n; formed upon the principle of total alJstinence from ardent spirits; and it is 
hoped that the 1111mher will he speedily imd greatly augmented. We trust 
,hat the hlessi ng of God will permanently rest upon the efforts of this 
institution; tliat it will be extensi,·ely successful in sa,·ing the individunls 
for whose benefit it has been estahlished from the degrading viee of intem­
pe1·ance; and may we soon have the pleasure to announce the formation of 
similar Societies in every regiment in India. 

\\·e ha,·e the repol'ts of one or two Tempe!'ance Societies on our table­
"·hich we hope to notice in an ea1·ly number. They h11ve ou1· most sincel"e 
prayers for success. 

5.-TBE Ilflll·EDIATE EMANCIPATION OF 1'HE APPRENTICES IN THE WEST 
INDIES. 

The motion of Sir George Strickland fo1· the immediate emancipa-tio11 
of the apprentices in the "\Vest Indies made in the House of Commons, 
has, we regret to state, been- lost by a small majori"ty. It has yet to be­
agitated by Lord Brougham in the House of Lords. The friends of eman­
cipation thiuk that though they have lost the majority, they have gained 
their cause. Four hundred delegates from the diffel'ent anti-slavery com. 
munities of the United Kingdom, had been sitting in dee!' council for 
upwards of three weeks in London. They had interviews with the minis. 
ters, and a deputation of them waited on her mnjesty with a petition froor 
their constituents. The ministers evaded the real question, and induced 
no hopes tlrnt th~ prayer of their petition would be granted. It is sup­
posed howe,·er, that the moral ~nfluence of their ca11se, together with their 
numbers and the rnst quantity of petitions from all parts of the kingdom, 
will obtain for them that which humanity, reason, and justice equally 
dictate they should obtain. • 

-+-
6.-'fHE ORIENTAL SEMINARY. 

The annual examination of the Oriental Seminary was held at the Town 
Hall during the past month. It was a truly pleasing sight to witness upwards 
ef 500 most respectable youths, evidently well taught under the superin. 
tendance of one of their own couutrymen. 1"he manuer in which the fi1·st 
classes acquitted themseh•es was ve1·y creditable both to teachers and pu­
pils. The whole reiects the highest credit on the worthy 13abu Gou1·mohan 
Addy the proprietor. He desenes the support of every well-wisher to native 
education. We wish him :md his InstitutioR every JJrospel'ity during th11· 
new year on which they l,ave entered. Sir E. Ryan presided and conduct­
ed the examination. \Ve were sorry to see so few Europeans p1·esent. 
With the exception of the Rev. Messrs. Mackay, Ewart, and. Boaz, D. 
Hare and J. H. Stoqueler, Esqrs., Captain Richnrdson, and one or two other■ 
we saw no visitors save respectable natives :-of these there were many. 
The pupils gal'e upwards of eightr rupees, out of their fund fo1• fii·eworks,, 
wwards the su:lferers in the upper provinces: this shows what kind ufspidi 
iii iJlculcated 011 the scholars. 
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7,-NATIVFJ 800U:TY FOR THE DIFFUSION OF U~FJFUL KN'OWJ,P,l)(lE, 

We have much pleasure in anno1111cing to 0111· readers that the Society, for 
whose existence or continuance we expressed a douht in the number for A­
pril, hns held two meetings. At the first the Rev. K. M. Banerjee delivered 
a discourse on the 11dva11tages of the Hturly of history. The account of the 
lafit meeti11g we copy entire. It will always afford us satisfaction t<> find 
thnt our fo11rs are groundless and our prophecies unfulfilled in reference 
to failures in similar attempts. \Ve have but one desire in reference even 
to the meanest of these associations-that they may prosper. That our 
fears were not groundless is evident from the fact that every similar So­
ciety has died away after a few months: may tqis have a diffe1·ent history. 
Besides the dsitors at the lfl~t lecture, there we1·e prPsent the Rev. Messrs. 
Lacrt1'-x, Pilfard, DeRodt aud Bradbury. This appears to have escaped the 
notice of the reporte1· of the Dnily News, to whom we are indebted for the 
folloll'ing account of the meeting. 

" To notice the many attempts which the natives are making to emanci­
pate themselves and their countl'ymen from the thraldom of error and 
vice, is a task which is not more obligatory upon us as a duty, than it is 
entertaining as a pleasure. There are certain individuals who take no 
delight in attending to the concerns of any but their own body, and who 
accordingly] do not much relish such lll'ticles in newspapers as treat of 
native Indian matters. ,,ve confess, we c~nnot sympathize with such meu, 
for the disposition of our minds leads us strongly to interest ourselves i11 
the weighty concerns of the millions who inhabit this vast empil'I'. If to 
watch the progress of knowledge and civilization, even in the remotest 
countries on the face of the globe, be a duty which we owe to humanity, 
how much more incumbent must it be upon us to review the interesting 
'm,\l'ch of intellect' among our owu neighbours ; the fruits of whose in­
dustry we daily reap from their ministering to our comforts in au iufiuite 
number of ways, and in whose country we live so freely, although, as Eu­
ropeans aud fol'eigners, we had no natural right to settle in their land as 
conquernrs and superiors. It is therefore a principle with us to do all 
that our feeble pen can effect, to encourage and help the work of Hindn 
enlightenment : and it is owing to this reason, that we allude to the pro­
ceedings of the society for the ucqufaition of general know 1edge. A meeting 
of this Society took place on Wedneeday night last, at the Sungskrit Col­
lege Hall, when Baboo Raj Krishna Dey, a student of the Medical College, 
delivered a discourse on Anatomy. He had Paley's Natural Theology in 
his hands, from which he read a great many pages;, and illustrated what 
he read, as well by his own remarks, as by references to a figure exhibit­
ing the structure of the hum.au body. His discourse was highly interest­
ing to those that sat near him, as he evinced very great familiarity with, 
aud appeared to have a thorough understanding of, his subject. His voice 
was exceedingly low, and this prevented a g1·eat many who were more re­
moved from sharing in the pleasure of hearing him distinctly, or compre­
hending what he took considerable pains to demo!Strate. 

" Afte1· the discourse ou Anatomy was delivenid, Ba.boo Udoy Churn 
Addy, Editor of the Sambad Poomachandrodoy, made a speech in Heugalee, 
deplo1·ing the sad neglect of this language among the Hindus, aurl recom­
mending several feasible means towards its cultivation. His speech was 
very highly inte1·estiug ; both from the novelty of the thing, and the very 
able manner in which he utte1·erl it. His expressions were happily st!lect­
ed from the vocabulary of Bengalee, and he evinced a very grent know­
lellge of the art of what Cicero would call apte distillcte ornate dicere. \Va 
hope that the 1·ising generation will be influenced by his advice and exam­
ple, and cultivate their own tongue;· of which they are at present moR 
culpnbly ignorant. 

3 I~ 
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"B11hoo Udoy Chum Addy hRd no eooner concluded his Apeech, th11n the 
attention of every one in the hRll wna suddenly 11ttrncletl hy the loud bul'St 
of nn RrpeRl from another gentleman, who witl1 " g1·e11ter display or wordy 
flourish than of rhetol'ioal chasteness, came forwal'<I to ~uppol't the views 
taken hy the Editol' of the Poornnchandrodog. with rl'ference to the cul. 
tivat ion of the B,mgalee language, and attempted, with a mixture of good 
,111cl bad arguments,' to imp1·ess upon the mind of hi~ audience the duty of 
learning their own language. He did not rest contented merell' with sup. 
portinir his friend, hut continued to instruct his countrymen in ·the historr 
of En![lish civilizntion, and corrected some mistaken notions, with refer. 
enci, to Missiom,ry ~chools, into which Baboo Udoy Chum h11d fallen, un­
til, at last, the late hour of the night, and the clisposition of the audience 
to retire, put a stop to bis declamation."-Daily News, Ja,ie lS. 

8.-THE EXPORTATION OF NATIVES. 

It affor,1s us the sincere!it pleasure to "·itness the prominence which is 
gi,·en to this de.eply interesting suhj,•ct.-a subject involving the happiness 
erul freedonr of thousands in India. From documents put into our hauds, 
which ,..e trxnsferrecl to our contemporary, tlie Friend o.f India, that they 
mi!!"ht obtain the more sp,,.,dy and full circulation, it appears that nearly 
6000 of the iuhaloitants .,f Bc.ng .. l have heen exported untler the appella­
tion of free lahorers 1-0 dilferent parts of the world, to be inducted by the 
11ystem of transfer into ,di the miseries of slavery. Tire number of females 
exported is 11bout 100, :mJ thn,e either the "·i,•e~ of domestics 01· women 
taken from the very wor;;t house, in Calcutta. From the said documents 
and other- in our po~session. it is el'iderrt that the best intentions and most 
active efforts on tb-e part of the pubJic officers here and at the Mauritius 
are incapable, everr wbPn aided Ly the houses of ag1mcr, to prevent 
the emigrunts from falliog a prey in the first place to the Duffadars 
or crimps who plunder them here and send them away penny less to the 
l'Cene of their Jabour; nor can the same vigilance prevent in many 
cases the substitution by kidnappiug of poor unwilling c1·eatu1·es for those 
who have the sagacity and good fortune to escape the grasp of their 
oppressors. We learn moreover that not only has the system extended 
itself to Madras, and Bombay, but doubtless will now he, if it has not all'eady 
been, extensively practised at the more quiet coast ports. And not only this, 
but these poor people have been re-~hipped from tire island of Bourbon and 
Mauritius to Guiana, Sydney and places unknown. The fact is, if the 
1System be not checked, the Mauritius will become the slave mart of the 
East. In tw-0 vessels laden with coolies from the Mauritius to Guiana, 
the most fearful mortality prevailed; out of 24,4. shipp,•d on one of the 
vessels, 31 died, and in the other out of 92, 24, died. This quite eclipses 
the horrors of the middle pallsage. Authenticated cases of cruelty prac. 
tised during the voyages from the Mauritius to Calcutta and back, have 
been brought to notice thcough the press, And the abject and withered 
state of the poor creatures at the Mauritius has been te~tified to Ly eye. 
witnesses. Attempts, it would appear from a commercial corre,pondence, 
are making to represent the hill coolies as monkeys, uot men. How like the 
abominable arguments used for years by the oppressors of the African tribes, 
and how ll'ortby the system they are designed to supvo1·t ! \Ve are 11ot, how. 
ever, so much influenced 1,y individual instances of ovpression, save as they 
11he><' the animus of the system an\! of the parties engaged in it. We look 
beyoud the present, and believe that if an effort 1,oth ~tronl( and pen;eveJ'ing 
be not 11u..de-not £or the modification of lhll tradtJ, but fut· its im,uedia,te 
prolril,it,on-it will grow into a monstrous evil, which, like the elave qnes. 
tion, w;;1 have to be settled at the expense of thoi national exchequ .. r, hut 
not Leforn it has sullied the national bonor. We have doni, what we could 
in tire matter. The moment it wmmenced, we inijti~uti:d a curr11-
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epondence with the Society for the protection of thP, al,origine~ of British 
colonie~ in Lo111lo11; with the friends of the slave• at Guiana and Mauritius, 
und in other places. We have visited some of the ships conveyinl( thi,m to 
the different ports, conversed with the Captains and see11 their accommo­
dations, &c. hut what is this? Jt only aerves to convince us that unless 
the masculine and humane efforts of Lord Brougl1am a111I his friends be 
seconded and supported by all in every place, and in this especially, 
noLhing will be done. The question, after a litele ag,tatio11, witl Nleep, 
and the l1ili coolies be slaves. 

• 0111· advice is, petition eqnnlly the Governor General, and the British 
Parliament. The former for the suppression of the traffic, pending a re­
ference to the Home Government•; and the latter for the rescinding of 
the fatal orde1· in Council sanctioning the trade. Let the petitions be laid 
at all puulic offices, and places of worship, and receive the signatures of 
our native fellow-subjects as well as those of every class of the commu­
nity. \Ve would advise that several copies of the petition be drawn out, 
aud carried from house to house, the signatu1·es can afterwa,·d he united 
in one petition. We have confidence in the humane intentions of Lord 
Aucklaud iii this matter if the business be calmly and efficiently con­
ducted. May the friends of the coolie possess the wisdom of the ser­
peut, and the meekness of the dove. 

9.-FORMATION OF A RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY AT SINGAPORE. 
We learn from the Friend of India, that the friends of religion at Sin­

gapore, have fol'med a Religious Tract Society. The object of the insti­
tution is, to supply the inhabitants of the Archipt'lago with those little mes­
sengers of mel'cy, Religious Tracts. The Bible Society also i~ pursuing its 
course with vigour. We hope much from the zeal and lahour of our bre­
thren lit Singapore. They possess a fine position, and may under the Di­
vine direction be the means of scattering far and wide the word of life. 

10.-NEw NATIVE Soc1ETY AT SrMLAH. 
One of the native papers announces the fo1,nation of a Society at Sim­

lab (Calcutta), for the purpose of encouraging the study of the vernacu­
lars. This is excellent, we wish it every success. Teach the educated 
youth to think of and study western science in their own tongue, and then 
they will be enabled to diffuse abroad the blessings of knowledge to tbeil­
ignorant c1mntryme11. Since this was penned the formation of imothel' 
Society is annouuced, called the Epistolary association. '\-Ve hope soon 
to see a Society formed amongst these young men for instructing poor 
ignorant children, und for aidiug· voor destitute adults. 

] ) .-lNTELJ.lGENOE FROM EUROPE, RECEIVED VIA EGYPT. 
Communications from the Rev. Dr. Brnntou, the Convener of the Ge­

neral Assembly's Committee on Foreign Mi,sions, intimate that the sum 
of fifty thousand rnpees, three-fifths of which to be furnished as a free con­
tribution from Scotland, und two-fifths to he raised by local contril,utions 
in India, will be allotted to the inwortaut object of erecting suitable build­
ing·s for the Genernl Assembly's Institution iu Bombay. Steps will be im­
mediatelv taken in funhemnce of the work. 

The l\ev. Joseph Wolff has arrived in Engl11nd from America. The 
ze11lous missionai·y, who received Protestant Episcopal ordination on the 
Western continent, is in a very poo1· state of health, and writes to his 
friends as if anticipating a speedy te1·minution of his earthly toils.-Bom­
bay Orie11tul Ch1-isticm Spectator. 

• This hos been done by the Government since this was penned. The exportation 
of coolies to the West llldies is suppressed pending a reference to Bl'itw.n : but still 
we suy agitnte,-EP, 
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12.-Gl<lRftlAN FoRF.IGN M1sSIONARY SocIETY. 
A Society under this title has just been formed, by a Convention of de. 

legates from the Gern,an 11nd Lutheran churches in the United States, 
held Ht Hi,garstown, M11ryland. Re\'. Dr. Schmucker of York, wa1 
chosen President., and P1·of. Kranlt of G,•ttysburg, Cor. Secretary, 

" The Society is to operate in connexion with the A. B. C. F. M, and 
"·ill hke und<>r its i111mediate care, Rev. J.C. Rhenius*, of PalamcottR, and 
as 80on as possible send forth men from this country to fo md II ne,v stn .. 
tion. Those who are alile to judge, regard this as the beginning of great 
thiugs a111011g our German brethren. St>\'eral hundred dollars we1·e raised 
at 011<·e, at the convention meeting, and the whole proceeding·s we1·e in 
the hi;d1est dt>g1·ee exciting and impressive. Though the1·e are many des. 
titut.e Germans in the countrv, vet there are others ,~ho have wealth and 
can do much for the con,·e1·sion ;,f the world." Bostori Reco1·del'.-/bia, 

13.-LIBERALITY ~OP \\'EALTHY ~Al'IVES, 
JemsPt_jee Jeejeebhoy, E~q. has offered, through the committee of the 

Bomhay Dispensa1-y,,the 111agnificent sum of one lakb of rupees, to the Born. 
bHy Q-overnment, for the endowment of an hospital adapted to the circum. 
stances of all classes of the nntives, and upon the condition that his grant 
bear an interest of six per cent. per annum. A wealthy Hindu of Col. 
cutta, has maile a similar consecration of part of his wealth in connexion 
with the District Charitable Society of that place.-Ibid. 

14'.-l\h»RAS AuxrLIARY BIBLE SocIETY. 
The Seventeenth Annil'ersary of this Institution was_held in the Mis. 

sion Church, Popham's Broadway, on Monday, 5th March. The Chair 
was taken by J. F. Thomas, Esq. The Report, read by the Rev. F. 
Spring, A . .111., though in other respects a most interesting and encourag. 
ing document, complained of a great depression of Funds, and of the exis. 
tence of tl'ying and painful difficulties in connexion with the tl·anslation 
and revision of the Scriptul'es. Addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
Messrs. Shortland, Cotteril, Ande1·son, Spring, Hardey and Taylor, and 
by A. J. Macleane, Esq.-Madras Miosional'y Registe,·. 

15.-l\IADRAS RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 
The Nineteenth Anniversary Meeting of this Institution was helcl in the 

Mission Church, Popham's Broadway, on ,vednesday, 21st Febrnary; W. 
Bannister, Esq. in the Chair. The Repol't, read by the Rev. J. Smith, 
complained of embarrassment from the want of money and vaper, and yet 
exhibited an unprecedented distrilrntion of Tracts. Large expectations 
.. re entertained of augmented assistance from the Parent Society, and we 
have reason to believe they will not be disappointed. After the 1·eading of 
the Report, addresses were delivered by the Rev. MessJ"s. Crowthe1·, Day, 
Anderson, Caldwell, and f>r. Scudder.-lbid. 

16.-MADRAB AUXILIARY \VESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
The Nineteenth Anniversary of this Institution was ht!ld in the Chapel, 

Popham's Broadway, on Tuesday evening, Febrnary 6th. Afte1· p1·ayer 
by tbe Rev. R. Carver, W. Bannister, Esq. was called to the Chair, who, 
in a truly catholic speech, opened the busine~s of the evening. The repo1·t 
for the past year was then read by the Rev. , S. Hardey ; it was a ra. 
ther lengthy document, but contained much valuable· matte.· both as re­
gards information and sentiment. Suitable adilresses were then delivered 
by tl,e Rev. MeSBrs. Crowther, Smith, Hodson, Crye1·. Carver, Best, and Dr. 
Scudiler. The presence of five new Missi<maries, who but a fow days pre. 
vious had suffered shipwreck, imparted additional interest to the meeting. 
Mr. Hodson's account of the new mission station in the Mysore country, 

• How would thii ha,e rejoieed the good Rhe11ius, but he has a better reward.- ED, 
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\Vne nt once pleneing nnil encouraging. \Ve are happy to find that thi!f 
Auxiliary Society has received such valuable ndditions to the number of its 
l11bourers, and we trnst that our brethren may long be spared, not only to 
labour for souls, but also to witness the fruit of their labours in the co11-
vc1·sion of many to the troth as it is in J esus.-Jbid. . 

17.-JWARTYRDOM IN MADAGASCAR, 

Bv our last batch of periodicals from England we learn that the infant 
church in Madagascar has been suhjected to the severe ordeHI of perse­
cution and martyr1lom. The bitterness of religious hatr"d has hunted 
out all the Native Christians in tlrat island and condemned them to confis­
cation of property and perpetual slavery. One of the female Christians has 
suffered martyrdom for Jesus; her name is RAFARAVAVY, a female in 
good circumstances, who, d111·ing a period of eight or ten days, was im­
prisoned and tortured, but who remained firmly attached to the truth, 
and would neithe1· impeach her companions nor renounce he1· faith in 
Christ, but calmly sul,mitted to death by public execution, on August 
14,th, 1837. ,v e cannot refrain, however, from transcriuing a passage 
in Mr. Baker's letter relating to this melanr.holy event. 

" Never did a Christian martyr in the annals of the church suffer from 
motives ~re pure, simple, and unmixed with earthly alloy. She had never 
heard of any after-glory of martyrdom on ea1·th. No external splendour 
had been cast around the subject in her mind, by reading any lives of 
martyrs. All was to her obloquy and contempt. Her awn father and re­
latives to the very last accused her of stubbonmess. The people generally 
regarded her as stubborn, and worthy of punishment even on that account. 
She had no earthly friends to support and cheer her. She was not poor in 
outward circumstances, and by 1·ecantation and humbling herself to beg 
pardon of the Queen, she might very probably have saved her life. But 
he1· whole heart, as her letters testify, was filled with the love of Jesus. 
She endured as seeing Him who is invisible. Her letters are composed 
principally of passages from the gospels and epistles, and these, douutless 

• uuder the influence of the Holy Spirit, we1·e 'the entire support of her 
mind in the last hour of trial.' If ' the blood of the martyr;; is the seed of 
the Church,' we may trust that Rafaravavy will not have died in vain. 
She died dil·ectly and exclusively in defence of the Gospel." 

We canot but record our firm conviction that this event will be for the 
fu1·therance of the Gospel. Tertnllian, in his celebrated Apology, could ad­
dress the persecutors of the first Christians in language which our faith too 
may well adopt·; "Proceed in your ca1·eer of cruelty; but do not suppese 
that you will thus accomplish your purpose_ of extinguishing the hated sect. 
We are like the grass, which grows the more luxuriantly the oftener it is 
mown. The blood of the Christians is the seed of Christianity. Your phi­
losophers taught men to despise pain and death, by words; but ho1v few 
we1·e their converts, compared with those of the Christians, who teach by 
example ! The very obstinacy with which you upbrnid us, is the grent pro­
pagator of our doctrines. Fo1· who can behold it, and not inquire into the 
nature of that faith which inspir-es such supernaturnl courage ? Who 
can inquire into that faith, and not emhrnce it ? \Vho can embr11ce it, and 
not desire himself to undergo the same sufferings, in order that he may 
thus secure a participation in the fulness of the divine favoUE ?" 

Nor can we helive that this occurrence will be less useful at home; the 
deep emotion and fervent spirit of prayer· it has called forth, the goclly 
emulation it has excited, provoking some to jealousy that they hiLv& 
done nnd suffe1·ed so little for out· Lonl and Saviou1·, will pt'oduce a power­
ful reaction in favou1· of the cause of missions. Thus the wicked one will 
he taken in his own cl'!lftiness, the wrath of man shall praise God, and the 
rest of that wrath will he restrnin.-Lo11do11 Congregational Magazine. 
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Just P11blial,~d, 

COUNSELS 

TO 

A NEWLY WEDDED PAIR, 

Re-1,,.inted frnm the London edition, 

Price in embossed cloth I, gilt edges J.4, white silk 1-S, 
"We strongly recommend nll our ministerinl and missionary Friends, to order a 

few cn11ies of this excellent little book thnt thry may hove it o.t ho.nd to give their 
frirnds on lhe day of their nuptials. We are confident they will not regret it."­
Cal. Cli.-ist. Obse,·vc,·. 

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 

FOR 

EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 

This excellent little work was drawn up by a Lady, a Member of the Church of 
England, and is con6dently recommended as calculated to do much good, 

In the Hindustan, language and Roman cha,·acter. 

MUSA'.FlR KA'. BARHNA'., 

OR 

THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 

BY JOHN BUNYAN . 

.ABRIDGED AND TRANSLATED IN HINDUSTA 1Nl' 

BY REV. W. DOWLEY. 

Price, in still' covers 12 Anas each, or 8 Rs. per dozen, bound in cloth 1 R, each; 
or with plates and in superior binding 1 R. 8 As, 

ALSO 

A NEW EDITION, THE SECOND IN THE ROMAN CHARACTER, 

OF THE 

HINDUSTA'.Nl AND ENGLISH 

STUDENT'S ASSISTANT; 

Or IDIOMATICAL EXERCISES in those languages, designed to asgist students of 
either languge, in acquiring an easy and correct method of expression. 

Price in still' covers l4 Anas each ; bound in cloth 1 R, 2 As, 

N. B. In the first edition of this work printed in the Native character, the num­
ber of pages, exclusive of title page and advertisement, was 375; in the present, 
by employing the Roman character, the whole has been compressed into 151 pnges, 
and the volume oft'ered at one-fifth of the price at which the 6rst edition was sold. 

To be had of Messt·s. Ostell and Co., Tank Squa,·e ; Mr. D' Roza,·io, Chu1'ch Mission 
Press: Mr. Hay, al the T1·aet Society's Deposilo1·y, 991 Dharamtallah; and at the 
Baptsil Mission Press, Circular Road, 



THE CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OTISERVER. 

The Calcutta Christian Oburver is both literary and religious, and is part:. 
cularly <lesigne,1 to aid the progress of education and Christianity in the east. 
It has now been established about eight years, and from the extensive circula­
tion it has obtained, must be too well known to re-1uire a lengthened statement 
of its objects, or of the principles on which it is conducted. It was originally 
projected with the view of doing good by opening a channel for useful commu­
nications on every subject connected with religion, morals, education and the 
general improvement of India, untinctured with party spirit and unstained by 
selfish exclusiveness. It is in fact so catholic in its principles that the Editors 
venture to assert, there is not a Christian in India that need be conscientiously 
precluded rallying round them with his co-operation and support. 

To render its utility general it has studiously and constantly avoided all dis­
cussions of minor distinctions among Christians, as of questions respecting 
" Church and State"-" Church and Dissent," and all peculiarities whatsoever 
in matters of Church Government, ancl the administration of Christian Ordi­
nances. It has alwa,s endeavoured to do justice to good plans and good men in 
whatever denomination of Christians the former may have originated, or to 
whatever class the latter may have belonged. 

The following are notices of the work in the three leading journals of the 
presidency. 

"We have been favoured with an early copy of the Calcutta Chi-istian Ob­
serr,er for the present month. Thi.a excellent periodical continues its career of 
usefulness, breathing a spirit of charity and good will towards all men of what­
ever creed or caste, and accumulating a vast store of valuable information on 
numerous matters of interest connected with the Chinese and Burmese Empires.'' 
-Englishman, January, 1838. 

"We have been favoured with a copy of the Calcutta Chi-istian Obsert1er, 
which, unlike some of its contemporaries of a more earthly character, continues 
to improve and to afford much useful information and much intelligent discussion 
on the important objects of' our being's end and aim' in another stage of exis­
tence. We say thus much the more readily, as in many details we differ entirely 
from the views of its pious and zealous Editors, however highly we esteem their 
intentions and their sincerity. The magazine, we are glad to notice from the 
preface, is increasing in circulation, and the proprietors state, they have every 
reason to be satisfied with its success."-Hurkara, January, 1838. 

" Amongst the Publications on our table claiming attention is the Calcutta 
Clwistian Observer-a publication every way deserving of the support which we 
rejoice to hear it receives from all classes of the community. The high chara8-
ter for research and learniog, for doctrinal and practical piety, manifest in pre­
ceding numbers is well sustained in tlie one now before us."-0,·iental Observer, 
Jauua,·y 1st, 1838. 

HINTS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications on the following subjects will be very acceptable. They 
should be addressed to the Editor, and transmitted " Post Paid." 

l. Christian Doctrines. 2. Chdstiun Duties. 3. Benevolent Societies. 4. 
Missionary Exertions. 5. Progress and Promotion of Education. 6. Illust1·a­
tions of the Sacred Scriptures. 7. Trnnslotions of the Bible. 8. Biographicnl 
Notices of EmiLent Christians connected with India. !l. Biographical Notices 
of remarkable native Characters. 10. Morn! Statistics of fodia, I I~ :\fonuers, 
Customs, and Superstitions of the Natives. 12. Extructs from the yedas, Puril­
nas, and Shastras. 1:1. Native Proverbs. H. Removnl of l111ped1ments to the 
conversion and cil,ilizatiou of the Nntives. 15, lndinu Publications. 16. Au­
tiqui:ie~ of India. 17. Geography of lnclia, 



ACl{NOWLEDGMENTS. 
The s11hscl'iplions nclcnowlcdgc,l nre such as have been actually receiverl "I' to 

the dt1lcs rcs1iectirnly attnchc,\ nt the foot of each list. 
Received for Renarea Chapel. 

C. Tucker, Esq .............. , 16 
J. Colq11houn, Esq .. , . . . . . . . . •• 16 
Ill. Cocklmrn, Esq ........ ,·,., 8 
Capt. F. W. Birch, . . . . . . . . . . .. I 0 
J. Bnrtlett, Esq. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . B 

J,rne 22. 

Capt. Diecy, , ................ , 
Captain ,J. Somervill, .. , ...... . 
Col. R. Powney, ............. . 
John Pigou, Esq ............. .. 

TnoMAS BoAz. 

CALCUTTA lllDT,E ASSOCIATION. 
Received duriug the monll,s of Marclt, April, and ,lfay. 

E. P. Smith, Esq ........... , . 50 C. H. Salter, Esq ............. .. 
Thomas Leach, Esq ...... ,· .. ,, 16 J, Collins, Esq ............. .. 
\V. Ainslie, Esq .. , ... , . . . . . . . . 16 Capt. T. Milner, ............. . 
T. B. Swinhoe, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. l(i H. Woollaston, E,q, ......... . 
Rev. H. Fisher, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16 Rev. D. Ewart, ............. . 
G. Cottell, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 5 Rev. W. S. Mackay, ...••.••..•. 
M. Graham, Esq............. .. 8 D. W. Madge, Esq ........... .. 
C. Lyall, Esq ......... ., .. .. .. 16 Mrs. Sherri ff, , ..... , ....... .. 
\V. J. B,unpton, Esq .... , ., .. .. 5 G. E. Henwood, Esq ......... .. 
Rev. C. Pifl'ard, ........... .,. 50 J. L. Carran, Esq ..... , ...... . 
Capt. J. Paton, (Lucknow), ... , 20 Col. R. Powney, .... , , ... , .. .. 
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June 20. 
Co.'s Rs. 356½, 

J. M. Vos, Cask Secretary. 

A CARD. 
The American Baptist Missionaries at Sadiya beg to acknowledge with sincere 

gratitude the dona~ion of Jt'ive Hundred Rupees, for the benefit of their Mission, 
from Capt. F. JENKINS, Governor General's Agent and Commissioner for A'sam, 
This is in addition to previous donations of Two Thousar,d Rupees received from 
Capt. JENKINS since the commencement of the Mission to A'sam, 

Sadiya, May 2nd, 1838. 

CALCUTTA SEAM"-N's FRIEND SocIETY. 
Neil B. E. Baillie, Esq. .. .. .. .. 16 Capt. Eyles,.................. 10 
Wigram Money, Esq........... 80 Capt. W. Johnston,............ JO 
Capt. Clapperton,., .... , , , , , , , . 10 Capt. D. Morris, ........... , . . 5 
J. Hawkins, Esq .. , .. ,, ........ 100 Capt. Jamieson, .. , ...... , , , . . ;, 
R. Davidson, Esq. .. .. ........ 12 Capt. J. Weub,................ 5 
Capt. Adam Young, .. ,. .. .. .. 16 Capt. M. Gill, .. ...... ........ 5 
Capt. Read by, . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

June 20. THOMAS BoAz, Secretary. 

Subscriptions Received for the Cale1.1tta Christian Obse1·ver since the Publication 
of the last number. . 

Rev. W. Todd, .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 2½ Rev. A. Sutton, .. . .. .. .. . .. .. 6 
Mrs. Hughes, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 10 -- T. Sandys, .. .. .. .. . .. . .. 6 
General Department, , , . , ,, , . . . 10 -- A. F. Lacroix, .. .. .. .. .. 6 
D. B. Morrison, Esq........... 10 Capt. Bogle, ...... .,.......... 10 
C. C, Rabeholm, Esq........... 10 Dr. Clllribut, . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . . 10 
G. Udney, Esq. . .. .. . .. •. .. .. 10 Rev. J. Linke, .. , .. .. .. .. .. .. . 6 
Hon. W.W. Bird, Esq . .,...... 10 -- J. Hmberlin, .. .. .. .. .. .. 6 
Rev. W. S. Mackay, ... , .. .. .. 6 Lieut. Fenniog, .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 10 
-- F. Wybrow,.............. 6 Hon. Col. l\forrison, .. .. . .. .. . 10 
-- W. H. Meiklejohn,........ 10 Colonel Powney, . , ., . . .. .. .. .. 10 
-- F. ~~Rodt, ...... ., .... , • 6 G. Gilbert, Esq. .. . . .. . . .. . . .. lQ 

New Subscl'ihe1·s. 
Rev. T. R. Allen, Hazarebaugh, Rev, J, Brooks, Midnapore. 

June:;!3, G, C. ~AY, Publisher, 




