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1.-A short Account of the Life and Death of t!te late 
Rev. J. PE:.'ll'NEY*. 

If God had not <lesigned to raise man to an amazing height 
of glory, he would not, in all probability, have marked the 
beginning of his existence in his entrance into, passage 
through, and exit out of life, with so much insignificance, vani­
ty, and degradation. The grandeur of the end, contrasted 
with the meanness of the beginning, serves to display the 
exceeding riches of divine grace. It is on this account that 
some of the most exalted characters have been raised from 
the lower walks of life, and that not many wise after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called by divine grace. 
Our beloved brother, the late Mr. Penney, was in early life, 
with a young b1·other, left dependent upon the care of a kind 
mother, who supported him entirely by the fruits of her own 
industry, in the great city of London. He had not the un­
speakable advantage, which many too lightly appreciate, of 
having pious parents. I have heard him often lament that 
he was the only one of the family brought to an experimental 
acquaintance with religion : and in this respect may we not 
say : " Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" 

He was a pattern to all young persons of the manner in 
which they ought to honoUI' thei1· parents. Though he devoted 
much to the service of God, he did not say to his mother, "It 
is a gift by whatsoe~-er thou mightest be profited by me ;" but 
as soon as he was able, contributed to her support and con­
tinued to do so to the day of her death. It was a familiar 
obse1·vation of his, that he never knew any good to come of 
children that were unkind to their parents, and that he had 
uniformly observed that those who were kind, were prospered 
by divine Prnvideuce in the after parts of their life. 

It pleased God at an early period in life to make our friend 
acquainted with that Saviour whom to know is life eternal. 

" Thie account of our excellent brother is taken from the se,·mon preached 
on the occasion of hie de11th by his friend and fellow-l11bou1",:1·, Rev. W. Yate■, 
lJi the Union Chapel, Dharamt11l111h.-EI!, 

Vlll. R 
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ly reducf'd to practice in the after part of his life, that we 
shall readily be excused for inse1·ting the subst1t11ce of it in 
this place. The reade1· being made aequainted with the fact 
that the advice here gi,·en was embodied i11 the life, will be able 
by it to form a better estimate of that life than by any thing 
we could advance. The substance of the address was as fol­
lows. 
Mv DEAR BROTHER, 

You li:11,e for several ye11rs professed to know 11nd fe11r the Lord nnd 
have felt an attachment to his cau~e. You now more pnrticulill'ly profess 
to gin• yourself up to God, 1111d to the prospnity of hi~ Church. It was a 
Gracious Provideuce who led you to Shrewsbury and plncetl you wher11 you 
now ~tand. You have witness.-d a gootl profe,sion before many spectators, 
l'l'ho consider you as set apart to a most important, arduous and interesting 
undertaking. \Ve have had no one from this Church who has been so 
called before, Your tlesire fo1· yourself and om· earnest prayer to God 
for you is, that you may occupy your station honourably, pursue your calling 
usefully, and finally end your work gloriously. And now suffer me, my 
very dear brother, as your affectionate pastor, to intreat your attention, 
and to request that you will ever bear in mind the important advice and· 
direction which I iotend to enforce from the following wol'ds of the wise 
man. 
Trust in the Lo1·d with all thine heal't ; and lean not to thine swn under­

standing. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and he shall direct thy paths.­
Prov. iii. 5 and 6. 
Notice, my brother, the words in connection with our text. How kind is 

every sentence! and how worthy of attention is every expre~sion ! May 
every part, and particularly the portion we have selected be deeply en­
graved on the 11.eshly tables of your heart, that you may be enabled all 
your days to reduce to practice this holy admonition, to the prnise and 
glory of his grace, who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellouli 
light. • 

Jn the text there are four things to be noticed. First, an exhortation 
to a hearty confidence in God. Trust, &c. Secondly, A c11utio11 against 
self-sufficiency, Lean not, &c. Thii-dty, Divine direction respecting the 
whole of your conduct. In all thy ways, &c. Fourthly, A promise of 
Divine guidance. He shall direct, &c. 

I. You ha1•e an exhortation to vlace implicit confidence in God-you 
are wholly aud unresenedly to trust in him. Remember that there can 
be no confidence in God ,iithout knowing him. To rely on God without a 
knowledge of his huly character woultl be presumption. Trust must be 
founded on knowledge, as it is written, " Blessed are they that know 
thy name, for they will put their trust in thee." May this confidence and 
this ulessedness Le you1·s. llememher that to trust in God you must trust 
in him alone, l,y giving up every other reliance. "Let no othe1· trust in. 
trude." "Cur~e<l is I,e that trusteth in princes." You have always needed 
the help of Gud, and know ,;umetl1ing of the vanity of leaning upon c1·ea. 
tures. But in the situation ~nd character which you now stand, you will 
have especial need to culti1•ate tl,is Chri8tian gract;, How necessm·y that 
you should have faith in Gotl to support you under all your trials, and all 
your sacrifices. You will soon witness the 11wful maj~sty of God on the 
wide &nd troubled oceau. You will ~oon lie in the midst of strangers in 11 

1trange laud, and alas! in a heathen laud. You may be called to suffe1· 
oppreeeion, persecution and temptation. But in the midst of 1111 these 
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things you 11re called upon to confide with the whole he11rt on the mighty 
Got! of ,Jncob. 

If you, my de~r brother, put your whole truRt in the Lori!. then the 
hleesing of the Lord will 11ccomp,,ny you. You shall he as Ahr,.h11m whPn 
lie left his Father's house-you shall be as Ruth when shP left her kindred 
-you shall be ns David when he contended against Goliath; a~ th .. Ht>hrew 
children when they refused to bow down to an idol, and as Daniel upon 
whom no manner of hurt was found, because he trusted in God-yon shall 
l11ck no good thing-you shall not he moved, neithn ~hall you he ashamed 
01· confounded. Trust therefore in the Lord with all thine heart. 

II. You are faithfully cautioned against self-sufficiency. "Lean not 
to thine own understancling"-which suppose• that I here iM in us a prone­
ness to thinl< highly of our own un,lnstancling and of our own plane. 
There is nothing more d11ngerous to ourseh·~s, 01· more heinous in the 
sight of Goel, than the pride of preferring our own limited understanding 
to the infinite wisdom of our heavenly Father. It is the two evils spoken 
of hy the prophet, viz. the forsaking of God and the hewing out to our­
selves broken cisterns, which instead of atfording consolation in time of 
need, will only be productive of sore clisaJ)pointment and mortification. 

There are many men wise1· than ourselves from whom it will he well to 
1·eceive counsel, and from what I know of your temper, I conceive that 
you will readily yield to your seniors and superiors in the work. You are 
entel'ing on a work where others have preceded you and will therefore, I am 
persuaded, feel it both you1· duty and pleasure to honor, to lo,·e, to con­
sult, and I need not say to submit to them, who are older, and capable of 
affording you advice. But take care that you do not trust to an arm of 
flesh-yo111· seniors however excellent are but men, and are not to he en­
ti?·ely trusted If any man lack wisdom let him a,k of God-let him 
diligently inquire at the temple, and from the oracles of divine truth-he 
will then learn the will of the Lord concerning him, and will refrain 
from leaning to his own understanding. While you are thankful for the 
friendship and counsel of your brethren, forget not to seek divine direction, 
that the blessing of the Lord may be with you to make you happy, useful 
and beloved by you1· hretl11·en. 

III. You are directed through the whole of your future and daily con­
duct-In alt thy ways acknowledge Him. You are exhorted to acknow­
ledg·e Goel in the Churcli of Christ, by g1·owing in grace, and knowledge, 
that you may be a pillar in the houst of God. The cause of Zion must 
be espoused by you. Zion must always he near your hem·t, and occupy 
you1· thoughts. If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
its cunning, &c. must be your language. Let the afflictions of Zion be 
your afflictions, and h1'1' prospe1·ity be your joy. You will acknowledge 
God in your Schools, by your activity, aml anxiety for the welfare of rour 
pupils, and more especially you will he concerned for the salvation of their 
souls. Teach them the commandments of the Lord, teach them their 
state by natu1·e and practice. Speak to them of the love, the mercy and 
the powe1· of Jesus to save to the uttermost. Feed my lrtmb.~. 

You are called upon to acknowledge him in public life, both before the 
1·ighteous and the wicked. Let the righteous see that you are on the 
Lord's side, ancl that you aim at his glory in all yon do-let them see that 
you arn his sel'Vant, and that yo111· hem·t is in his work. Let the wicked 
know that your heart is not with them, bec .. use you1· speech and conduct 
reprove their evil deeds. Be ye separnte and touch not the unclean thing. 
Jn yo111·- priva/1! life you are particularly direct11d to aclrnowlec\ge him as a 
hushnrMl, 11 l'elative, 11nc\ as a friend. Be c~reful that while employed in 
cultivating the vineya1·d of othen, you neglect not your 01rn. Remember 
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thRt dPdrn~ion in 1111 thf' impo1·tAnt duties WP hnve mentioned commences 
in tltP <"l .. sPt, ,rnd without R strict attPntion to this duty you cnn nev!'r glo-
1·if1· Goel in 1·om horl\', soul, 11nd spil·it, whit·h 11re hi•. It is in the cloRet 
wp ,. .. kno"lerlge p11st mercies, 11ntl 0111· dPpendance on him fol' fntul'e 
goon. 

IV. For your Pnco111·Agemcnt here is a g1·11cio11s nnd suie promise-R 
promise on which you may rt>h-, and which remnins fol' you to plenrl with 
C'Prtain prospPct of 8uccPss. \\'ith this promise ,·011 111Ry safply fa,w ,!very 
d1ffie11lty ,nu\ o\'l'rcome .,,·er1· nhstn.-lP. He .~/mll rli1·ect 11,.f/ p111/1.v, through 
All thP darkness ,rntl nrnzes of thi, sinful world. 1\s the God of pt'Ovitlence 
he will order yonr steps, anrl "''l'l'ly ,•our uecessities. '' The PRrth is the 
Lorcl'~ 11111\ the fnlnPss thereof." As tlw Gorl ,,f _q1·11ce he will lead vou to 
li,·ing fount,iins of water. I-le c,11, rln rnnre than 1·011 can nsk or 

0

think. 
J'l.'o iood thing- will he withhold from t.lwm that ;,.,ilk uprig·htly-from 
th,•m tllllt 11·1tit 011 him. If WI' Hcknowledg·e him iri all our wnys, he will 
acknuwh•dge us i11 rt'turn, hy comm1111icati11g his grace which will save 
us from evil. H-, "ill dirt>ct you wht>re to iro, 111HI when to go. He will 
nrnke the path of ,luty ~traight am\ plain before you. Htl will guide you 
by his w11tchfol <'ye, and unerring ,•ounsel. You shall hear a voice behind 
-you, ~ayin!!", This is the'"')', &c. He ga,·e to his people Is1·ael a cloud by 
day. u pillar of fire by night. 

Be will not only shew you what he would ha,·e yon do, but he will afford 
)'Ou wisdom and strength to do it. He will bless you in your cleeds. 
Ha\'ing directt>rl )'OU to a sphere of labour, he will sanction those labours, 
so that )'OU will not com1llain that yon have laboured in vain. 

If you pPrs~1•,·re in "cknowlerlging God, he hath promised to continue 
his ~ooduess, and will make your path as the just, which shines b,·ighter 
uuto tire perfect dny. He will never leave you nor forsake you, but will 
keep you by his power, thrnugh faith unto salvation. 

This pron,ise will follow you to the valley of the shadow of death, where 
if )'OU confide on Him he will lift upon you the light of his countenance, 
so that you will fear no evil. 

Happy will that day be when he will receive us all to the paradise nbo,•e, 
with "Come ye blessed of my Father," &c. Ha1•ing guicled us hy his coun­
sel, he will receive us to glory. 

Conclusion. lVith these observations, my dear brother, I now commend 
you to God, to the gracious care of our heavenly Fathe1·, praying that the 
good will of him wlio dwelt in the bush may be with you. May the bless­
ing of' the Lord God Almighty be upon you. May the atoning blood of 
Christ purge your soul and keep your conscience clean. May the Holy 
Spirit seal you, and may great grace be upon you. Remember frequently 
the text, and reduce it to practice. Amen-Fa1·ewell ! Farewell! <lenrly 
belo\'ed in the Lord-Farewell ! 

Mr. Penney arrived in India on the I st of February 1817. 
He was sent out by the Baptist Missionary Society at 
the request of the Brethren at Serampore, and for the ex­
press purpose of taking charge of the Benevolent Insti­
tution, though left at liberty in conucction with that to 
engage iu auy other department of labour that would not 
interfer·e with it, and that might be for the advantage of the 
Mission. I had uo acquairrtance with him previous to his 
leaving England, but became intimately ac~nainted wi~h. him 
on hii; arrivii! here, and had the opportumty and pnvilege 
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of knowing and witnessing his deportment both in private and 
public from that time to the hour of his death, throngh the 
1011'1," period of two and twenty years. In what I have advanced 
of the commencement of his course, I have !'tated to the best 
of my reeulleetiun what I lun·e heard him relate in different 
conversations; but in what I now acl"ance, I speak as an eye­
witness, and there are many present who can confirm my testi-
111011y. His character, his conduct and his end form altogether 
one consistent piece. 

His predomirrnnt qualities as a man were goo<lne!!s, upright­
ness, cheerfulness and activity. His couutenanee was the 
index of his heart, and was always adorned with the smile of 
benevolence, which bespoke the ·favourable regard of all who 
conversed with him. Honesty of intention, singleness of aim, 
and uprightness of mind were conspicuous in all his actions. 
He was clear as the running stream, t1·ansparent to the bottom. 
His temper was unifo1·mly good. During a residence of ten years 
with him under the same roof, I do not recollect receiving from 
him one frowning look, one angry word, or one unkind deed. 
No one could accuse him of inactivity, and though he was not 
so minute in the distribution of all his time as some, he was 
constantly employed in doing good. His favorite studies in 
his leisu1,e hours were Algebra, Botany and Conchology, but 
he never suffered these studies to encroach on the duties which 
he owed to God and men. 

As a husband, a father, and a friend he was invariably kind. 
In the former of these relations I have seen it, anil in the 
latter as often felt it. So invariably kind was he always 
to me, both in temporal and spiritual concerns, that to ask a 
favou1· seemed more like conferring an obligation. 'When 
nature and grace both unite thei1· powers to sweeten the 
temper of man, what a compound of amiableness, lol"diness­
and philanthropy do they make him ! 

In his character as a Christian were displayed sincerity, 
and love, zeal and consistency. He had a deep-routed aver­
sion of all hypocrisy, and a perfect hatred of it in matters of 
l:eligion. This impression was ~o strong that it !'a\"ed him 
from mapy of those unhappy feelings which he would other­
wise have experienced from the knowledge he had of the 
depravity of human nature. His heart did uot condemn him 
and therefore he had confidence toward God. He was a lover 
of all good men, and one who delighted in the triumphs of 
1·e<leeming grnce, by whomsoever they might be obtained. He 
was forward in every good word and work tu the extent of his 
power, and the good he did in one place was not maned by the 
evil he did in another. He was uot the saint abroad and the 
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tyrant at home ; but was a regular steady light, reflecting, as 
a st111· of the first magnitude, the lustl'e of divine trnth 01i all 
around him. 

His efforts as a preacher of the g<,spel were only occasional, 
till he lately took the charge of the Bethel. In all his discou1·ses 
simplicity and order were observable. The1·e was often much 
point in his observations, which told remarkably well on the 
honest character of the sailor, and which invariablv secured 
his attention. He was always an acceptable preacher, and 
had his education and practice been made to bea1· di1·ectly 
upon this work, there is no doubt he would have been one of 
the first order. But it was as a teacher of youth that he was 
most distinguished. In this capacity he was admired and loved 
by all who came under his instructions. He formed a high 
estimate of the importance of his work, and this is always 
essential to inspire the mind with ardour and perseverance in 
a difficult undertaking. The light in which he viewed it, may 
be seen from the following extract made from one of his ser­
mons. 

"Another legitimate part of the wol'k of the Lol'd is the instruction of 
children. We will not call it as some do a seconda1·y considerntion, but a 
primary one, because the work of the Lord cannot prosper without it, any 
more tlian a fire can be kept up without fuel. Educating the l'ising gen­
er:ition, training them in the fear of the Lord and guiding them in the paths 
of, irtue and piety is indeed the work of the Lord ; nothing bids fairer for 
the future welfare of the Church than the attempt every whel'e made to 
impart to chiltlren moral and religious instruction. It will not only better 
the moral condition of society, but promises to pel'petuate to future ages 
the name of our adorable Redeemer. It will prove a blessing to millions 
nnborn, when our bones are mouldering in the grave, and when OUI' spil'its 
are with God. Da,·id says in the language of prophecy, "Thou shalt 
arise, and have mercy on Zion, for the time, yea, the.set time to favour 
her is come; for thy senants take pleasu1·e in her stones and favoul' the 
dust thereof." Children are these stones, and his servants t11ke pleasu1·e 
iu them when they adr,pt means to instruct them in the way of the Lol'd, 
This is the first process hy which they are sh11ped ar11l prepared fo1· a 
place in that building which shall be to the praise and honour of our Re­
deemer, who is the chief corner-stone. By these means we shall erect 8 

isuper"tructure, more magnificent and ueneficial than the ten'Jple of Solo­
mon. No part of the work of the Lord is more i11tert>st111g an<l encourag. 
inir, for we have seldom to say, unto whom is the arm of the Lord reveal­
ed? The toils and labours of this department meet ~·ith a rich l'eward, 
'J'J1e te11rler plants under our fostel'i11g care grow up unde1· our eye; they 
Lud, tht'y take root, they blossom, and l,ear fruit. Whal has proved 
rnori, ht-ueficial than Sunday Schools? How many plant• have they intro­
duced to the Cl1urch, to the mini•try and to the missionary field. One 
of the most useful and zealous missionaries now in the tielu with u11 

011ce related the following circumsta11ce in his life. ' When a youth 111 

I Wail one day wandering about the city in which I lived on a Lo1·d's• 
day heedle1111 and careleH, pi,saing duwn 111111 uf the 11treets, 1 wa■ 
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RrreRted hy the eo11n1I of Ringing, I went to the ,Joor to liRten, Rnd while 
rivetP1I to the pince with attention, one of the tPachers entering laid hold of 
me 1111d t,hruRt me into the room. I wa• Roon noticed hy the other teachers, 
and plnced in a class. It pleased the Lord to hies• the instruction. J joined 
the Church, the Church called me to the miniBtry, and when in the minis­
t1·y 111y soul yearned for the salvation of the heathen. The simple cil'Cum. 
stnnce of thrusting me into the school was the turning point in my life, and 
although I could never afterwards 1·ecognise the hand, yet whoever he was, 
lie was to me an angel of light.' This is not a solitary instance: many 
more a1·e on record. The MethodistR, a numerous anrl useful body of 
Christians, have acknowledged that nothing ha.~ proved more beneficial to 
their denomination than their schools for the sons of mini~ters. It has 
furnished them with efficient members, faithful minister• and with zealous 
missionarie8. Our brethren at Ceylon have seen the goodness of the Lord 
in this department of labour. One of the most useful men in thi ➔ country 
though but little known except to our respected East Indian friends was 
11 Mr. Burney. To say that he was the means of the conversion of a hun­
dred persons would be saying too little. If the Christian Churches in 
this country expect to vie with the Churches in Europe an,i America, 
more must be done in training up our youth, and instruct;ng them in the 
truths of the Gospel, that the man of God may be throughly furnishPd for 
every gooil wo1·k, that there may be a seed, a generation to serve the Loi·d, 
and that the work of the Lor,l. may appear unto his servants, an,i hi• !!lory 
unto their children. All then who are engaged in preaching the Gospel, 
and instructing the rising generation, are engaged in the work of thi. 
Lord." 

The secret of our friend's success in teaching, appears to have 
Jain in the rare union he exhibited of authority and kindness. 
He let his pupils know that he was their master, and he made 
them to know equally well that he was their friend. By his 
authority they were led to try to do right; and by his 
kindness they were made afraid to do wrong. It is nothing 
but the combination of these qualities, with competent know­
ledge, that will make a successful teacher. All these our 
friend possessed, and hence the high esteem he justly secured 
among all his pupils, and the satisfactory proof they have 
given of it since his removal. 

Beside his Missionary brethren, the immediate circle of his 
friends, the following Institutions or Bodies will severely feel 
his loss. The Benevolent Institution of which he was so many 
years the teacher. The Bethel which he had undertaken to 
supply on the Sabbath. The Baptist Auxiliary Missionary 
Society of which he was the active Secretary. The Church in 
Circular Road of which he was a worthy Deacon. The Ladies' 
Society for Female Education of which he was the President, 
and the Juvenile Societv of which he was always the zealous 
friend. For a man that was living to Christ in so many ways 
to be removed, though it may be to his eternal !!:ain and to the 
happiness of the Church above, is a great affliction to the 
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Church on earth. \Vhen he preached in this place* on the 
first day of the new year, little did we imagine that the light 
which was burning and shining in the midst of us was so soon 
to be extinguished. But the deed is done; and since he u•l10 
has done it, lo,·es his own cause better than we do, and is able 
to raise up other instruments to accomplish his purposes, ·we 
bo"- with submission to his holy will, and to the inscrutable 
dealings of his all-wise providence, and say, 'The Lord gave 
and the Lord bath taken away, .1.nd blessed be the name of 
the Lord.' 

The removal of our friend was very sudden. The disease by 
which he was removed was the spasmodic cholera, which is 
very rapid and painful in its progress. Elijah conveyed in a 
chariot of fire scarcely disappeared more suddenly, or entered 
more quickly into his rest- The day in which the cold hand 
of death was laid upon him was his birth-day-and it was a 
nry singular coincidence of events that his bit-th, his arrival 
in India, and his death should all have taken place on the 
Same month and on the same day of the month. On that day 
I was invited to dine with him. I met him a little after four 
in the afternoon, in good spirits apparently, though I after• 
wards learned he was suffering at the time, and vainly wished 
him many happy returns of the day-never for a moment 
thinking that was to be the last birthday he would keep, and 
much less fancying that it was to be the last day of his life. 
Vrhile sitting at the table I observed be partook of no food, and 
asked the cause. He replied he did not feel well, and shortly 
afterwards retired from the table. Mrs. Penney first went to 
see what was the matter, and came and asked me to see him. 
From the coldness of his hands and head he appeared to me 
like one death-struck. Medical aid was immediately called in, 
and every means used to check the disease and produce a re­
action in the system, but all without the desired effect. The 
sickness and some other symptoms of the disease were arrested, 
but the cause still continued to work internally-and under it 
our friend was in great pain and exceedingly restless through 
the night, and at eight o'clock in the morning expii·ed. 

The first remark that he made to me after he lay down on the 
couch was, "I shall not go down any more." This alarmed m.e 
at first, though I afterwards found by his repeating it, that he 
meant only to say he felt too prostrate to go out again that night. 
Being in great pain he could speak only at intervals. While 
under the paroxysms of pain he said several times, " It's hard 
work." Once he said, "Well there is a country where there is 
no pain, for there will be no sin there.'' As the disorder in­
creased I asked him if he thought he was going? He replied, 

* The Union Chapel. 



1839.] Life and Death of tlte late Rev. J. Penney. 131 

"Yes, I suppose I am, it is rather unexpected; but it is of no 
consequeuce, for I suppose death always comes unexpected at 
last." I asked him at another time how he felt in the prnspect. 
He answered, " I am not afraid to die, I have no elevated 
joys in the prnspect; but I have a firm hold on Him who is able 
to save." I inquired of him again whether he found the promise 
true and the grnce of Christ sufficient. He said, " Yes, 
sufficient to prevent all murmuring. Sinner as I am, what 
have I but that grace to trust to: by that I am what I am." 

To the doctor early in the morning he observed, as he had 
done to me, that he was not afraid of death. To one who came 
to see him he said, " So you have come to see how I behave 
myself at last." To another he said, " All is well-all ill well." 
Perceiving that life was drawing rapidly to a close I asked him 
once more if he had any thing he wished to communicate 
before he left us. He replied, " Take care of my wife and 
children-I commit them to God. Let brother Ellis take charge 
of my papers in the tin box. To Lucy I leave what I have. 
That is all-and so my affairs are soon settled." After this he 
continued gradually to sink away till at length he expired in 
peace without a sigh or tear or groan. ' Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord.' 

Allow me now, my friends, to apply this solemn warning 
of divine providence. There are many young persons present 
who have lost a teacher and a guide, and will you not now 
reflect on the instructions he gave you while he was with you? 
Will you not recollect his address to you in this place on new 
year's day, and the devout prayers he then offered that you 
might be as plants growing up in youth, and that you might 
be as comer-stones polished after the similitude of a palace ? 
Remember that you will hear him no more, but you have yet 
to meet him at the bar of Jesus, and if you despise the Saviour 
and neglect his gospel, he will be a swift witness against you ; 
but if you put your trnst in him, and prepare to meet your 
Judge, he will then say, Behold, Lord, here am I and the 
children which thou hast given me. 

Are there uot some thoughtless sinners here ? Learn then 
from this sudden death, that it is time for you to prepare to 
meet your God. You may fall as suddenly as our friend, and 
what then will be your condition? Will you not in hell lift 
up your eyes, being in torments? Here is an exawple of tht: 
uncertainty of life. Suppose God should give you only twelve 
homs, and those hours of se,'ere pain, do you think you 
would be p1·epared ? Alas ! it is to be feared you would not. 
Then now attend to the g1·eat w01·k of your salvation, and seek 
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the Lord while he may be found, for there is no worl<, not• 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave whithet· you 
are hastening. 

This e,·ent speaks loudly to all the profes8ors of religion, 
and to them it says, Be ye also ready, for the Son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not. Gird up yoUl" loins, 
quit yourselves like men and be strnng. Be diligent that you 
may be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless. 
Yea, give all diligence to make your calling and election sure : 
for if ye do these things ye shall neve1· fall ; but an ent1·ance 
shall be administered to you abundantly into the everlasting 
ki11gclom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Build up 
yourseh·es in your most holy faith, and praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking fo1· the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Finally, be 
:.:tedfast, immoveable, always abou.nding in the wm·k of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labom· is not in vain 
in the Lord. 

II.-The -Oratorio. 

"Abhor that which is evil. "-" Abstain from all appearance of evil."­
" Whatsoever is not or faith is sin."-" He that doubteth is condemned; be. 
c1.use, not of faith.''-" Prove all thiogs." 

These are plain and direct statements of holy writ. They declare 
the duty of every believer in the Bible, in regard to Evu.. Does 
evil exist ? " Abho1·" it, in its very nature and principle. Is evil 
under any appearance, or of any kind, presented to you for partici­
pation or commission ? Then " abstain" from it. Is there any thing 
proposed to you of which you have no "faith" or persuasion that it 
is right before God? then to do that thing, in that state of mind, is 
sin. And what is the consequence of such sin? You are "condemn­
ed" for it iu the sight of God; and on this plain ground, that to be 
indifferent about the right or wrong of an action is itself an evil 
principle. Words cannot be plainer or more direct than these, as 
to the duty of Christians, in regard to the evil which exists and 
abounds in the world. Let any man who regards the revealed will 
of God .. s the ~upreme etaudard of his heart and life, of his principles 
and his actions, of bis enjoyments and pursuits, turn to these passages 
for him-elf, and he will find, that, in their original connexion and 
e,·ideut application they mean what has now been said-they are 
found in ttom. xii. 9, I Thess. v. 22, Rom. xiv. 23, 

Nuw let us apply thi,; to the suhject of this paper. if the OaATORIO, 

be e,·il, then a Cliristiau is bound to abhor it-if it be presented to 
him, then is he bound to abstain from it-if he attend it, not heiug 
c1111, iuctd that it is a right thing, he sins-and if he so sin, he is 
coudem11ed of God; and surely 110 good man would purchase, or 
desire tu !JUrcbast:, hie pleasures at such a price. Those therefore 



1839.) The Oratorio, 133 

who would please God, whil~t de~iring to plea~e themselves, will 
certninlv inquire, "IH the Orntorio a g'Ood or an evil thing? Arn I 
ure that it is right to attPnd it? Can I go to it without doubt, 
judging by all the light which I have, or can have on the sub­
ject? Have I renson to believe that God will justify or c ,ndemn 
me in this proposed act, taking Hi~ revealed mind as my standard of 
decision ?" -This leads us naturally to the last. passage prefixed, th':! 
divine command, "Prove all things" -that is, in application to the 
Oratorio. " Prove it"-" make proof of it," as is done to metals­
bring it to that test of Christian practice, to which all things shall be 
brought on the judgment day and by whjch alone we can with 
certainty now judge :-if it abide that test, then receive it; if not, 
reject it. 

Now here our subject divides itself into two parts-the first, what 
is the Oratorio? and the second, what saith the Law regarding it?­
In the first, we may consider the element9 of the case ; and in the 
second the merits of the case. 

I. The Oratorio, eays one of the most popular of our lexicons, 
"signifies a kind of sncred drama, generally taken from the scriptures, 
and set to music." This is a definition which will not be disputed. 
The word is Italian ; and at once points out to us the origin of 
the thing it~elf, which was devotional, or connected with Cburch­
worship. In a land where the devotion of the senses was mi!taken 
for that of the Spirit, and where '' the lust of the eye, the lust of 
the flesh and the pride of life," soon became ministers of the altar, 
music was carried out beyond its just proportions, and in various 
forms absorbed the devotions of men. The land of" Opera" gives 
name, as well as origin, to the " Oratorio:" -the former however 
WHS purely secular, the latter wa~ purely religious ;-the one was 
designed for the theatre, the other only for the church. In_ pro­
cess of time the Oratorio has been sundered from its pnmary 
relation to the House and worship of God-it is conjoined with the 
Opera in its objects, and all its concomitants, so as to be distinguish­
able only in name and subject ;-the same orchestra performs them, 
the same auditors attend them, the same programme contains them, 
the same day includes them, the same motives in attending them are 
avowed-the play, the conceit, the ball, the Oratorio, are but one 
now in the eve of the world. 

Still howe~er the Oratorio maintains the internal character given 
in the definition. It is a kind of'' sacred drama"-a continuous 
representation in words, of certain events or objects revealed in 
Holy writ, and generally in the very words of scripture :-the verbal 
is accompanied by musical representation, in which it is attempted, by 
the power of music, to convey certain ideas corresponding with the 
character of the words, or of the action described in the words. Thus 
in the grand Oratorio of the MEssIAH by Handel, there is a continued 
verbal and musical representation of the history of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from His birth to the final judgment, and to the Halleluiah 
Chorus of the redeemed in Heavenly Glory-and this is given in ahout 
ififty texts of scripture, selected as the most descriptive, and put toge-
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ther in the most effecti,•e m11nner, the whole being eet to music of 
the highest order. The <'ff-!ct of such a composition is strictly dra­
n·a:ic; if we ouly rnbstitute the idea of verbal and musicnl action, 
for thRt which is scenic and personnl. The same principle applies to 
the Oratorio of the CR11ATJON, only its words are not so literally 
scriptural, 11\thoug·h the rnbject of repre~entation is equally sacred 
and hoh·. The rncce;sive scenes of creation-the productive energy 
of the Eternal Spirit of God-the sublime words of Jehovah, " Let 
there be light"-and the grand first truths of religion as declared in 
Pi,. xix., " The Heavens tell forth the Glory of God," &c.-are 
successively introduced in this sacred opera. The musical represen­
tation of Chaos in this JJiece, with all its grnnd concords and splen­
did discords, is considered as one of the highest displays of re­
presentati ,·e music, and as one of the nearest approacb.es of sound 
to sight in the communication of ideas. 

These two Oratorios are placed by general consent at the head 
of all sacred music with which we are acquainted ;-and, by the 
advocates of such musical performances, these are ever pointed to 
as the noblest and most sublime. Now be it observed, that these em­
bodv the two most sacred subjects in the universe, the Creation of the 
worid bv God, and the Redemption of it bv the same Glorious Lord 
as Messiah. Out of the former springs our existence as creatures of 
the Almighty, with all our relations, duties and awful responsibili­
ties :-out of the latter, springs our existence as Christians, redeemed 
sinners, hein of eternal life and glory !-The former event was the 
revelation of God the Creator-the latter was the revelation of God 
the Saviour-the former made us accountable, the latter has rendered 
us salvable. These then are the themes of our two chief Oratorios­
sv.bject, divine-words sacred-the supreme object in both is At.MIGHTY 

GoD himself-aud the acts His works of Creation and Redemption­
the mode, musical representation-the avowed object, the love of music 
-the accompaniments in nine cases out of ten, operatic and orchestral 
selection~-as if by a public and palpable (though silent) index, to 
demonstrate the latent end of the whole. With the intentions of 
the composers of these pieces, we have nothing to do-neither have 
we any thing at present to do with the uses to which such splendid 
productions might be turned, if consecrated solely to the service of 
God-we now speak of that which has been and now is-and the 
Oratorio as practised at present, whether in Europe or India, is " a 
kind of sacred drama, generally taken from the Scriptures, set to 
music," and performed for public amusement, as certainly as the 
Tragedy of "Othello," the " Comedy of Errors," the Pantomime of 
"the :Magic Rose," the opera of "Der Freyscbutz," or the "Overture 
to Jupiter," or the "Men of Prometheus." In short, the Oratorio 
is now a sacred subject turned into a worldly amusement-the music 
alone is sought and considered-and he who would attend the Oratorio 
as a devotion.al exercise, or a scriptural service, would be hailed 
with the smile of doubt, the sarcasm of scorn, or the gaze of 
wonder. 

, IL We have thus considered the Oratorio in its practice-let us 
now turn to examine its merits as good or evil. 
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Here we ore rendy to admit that the music of an OrRtorio, like any 
other music in the abstract, is quite lawful and good-that the melody 
aud harmony of sound cumbined in it, constitute one of the sweetPst 
pleasures of this world, and one of the highest delight~ of which the 
senses are cognizant. An ear for mu~ic is a !!Weet gift of God, 
which his servants in all ages, who have pos~esse<l it, have prized, 
and ·used in his service. The " sai11t, the savage and the ~age" have 
alike felt its power-and the sweet notes of the mice, or of the 
in~trument, are witnesses to the goodness of Him who has made 
sound the medium, not of benefit only, hut aho of pleasure. 

We are readv also to admit that the words of the Oratorio are not 
only, as such, ~nexceptionable, but are of the purest and loftiest 
description-they are in fact divine-and this is the very burden of 
our complaint. In this respect the Oratorio is immeasurably above 
the mass of vocal music employed in our common worldly concert~ ;­
in the latter, song is too generally but the expression of fallen 
human passion, or depraved human feeling, from which every thing 
holy or heavenly is carefully excluded-in the former, the language 
in itself is a part of that very truth which is given ·,o sanctify and save 
the children of men. 

Were the strains of the Oratorio employed for the object of the 
Bible revelation,-w~e this even the avowed object, as i11 the public 
praises of the sanctuary-then might we glory in such a manifestation 
of love to God and devotedness to His worship. Did men thus meet 
together to sing, chaunt or recite those words " The Heavens tell 
forth," &c., or that grand Heavenly Chorus," Blessing and honour and 
glory and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever !"-did our Town Halls resound 
with such words as these in their very spirit and for their very 
original object, who that loves God and His Christ, would not rejoice 
and say, Truly His kingdom is come, for His will is now done nnd 
sung on earth as it is in Heaven ! All these things we admit, and 
rejoice in admitting-for we lm·e music above any other mere 
earthly pleasure of which the senses are cognizant, and we love the 
words of God far above all music however dear and sweet ;-but, 
this admission affects not the merits of the case now under considera­
tion. 

We object not to music, we ohject not to sacred things; but, we 
object to and condemn all musical representation of sacred things for 
mere worldly amusement, for mere musical entertainment. Tliis we 
hold to be sinful, on this clnuse of Divine Law, "Thou shalt not 
.take the name of the Lord thy God iu vain-for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain," This command­
ment evidently forbids every light, irreve1·ent and unwu1 thy use of 
this Blessed name, in whatever form. It forbids all false ,wearing­
all unnecessary oaths for civil purposes-all flippant appeab to the 
name of the Almighty in common conv .. rsation-all hyµucrit1cal 
mention of God in external· devotion-for there is a complc1i11t agaiust 
those who honour Him with the lip~, whilst the heart is for trom 
Him ;-and where is the right-minded. man, whu canuot perceiv.: thd 
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__ when the name of God is used for the me,·e purposes of music11l 
entert11inment, and where the undeniable object is to exalt the 
powe,·s of m11sic, and not to magnify the power of Jehovah, thnt in 
llUch a c11se the name of God is used " fo vain '," tint is, " in vain" 
as to Him, whose name it is? '\Vere He considered as supreme in 
the enactment of the Oratorio ; and were the conventional end of it 
to m11gnify His name by the direct consecration of music to Him, then, 
as we have alreadv seen, the result would be different, But when 
the name of the Almighty is subordinate und used only for the sake 
of the Accompanying mu~ic, then is it most manifestly tuken in a 
"rnin" manner. Now, what applies to the name of God, applie8 to 
all that is divi11e in its nature ;-such are the perfections of God 
considered as His; such are His operations considered as His also­
and such too is Revelation when regarded as proceeding from Him:­
to me therefore these in the manner above described, for the mere 
enh~nceme11t of music, or the entertainment of the public, is an act 
in direct Yiolation of that command which has been already quoted. 
If I make an unbecoming use of my friend's name, actions or corre­
spondence, it is comidered bv the world itself as a personal injury­
much more must this principle apply to that name which is" above 
eYerv name" -and to that word which is " exalted above all His 
nam~"-and to those works which constitute the substance of that 
word of glory? May we not on this occasion apply those words of 
the Apostle and say,'' The invisible things of Him from the CREATION 

of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, e~en His eternal power and GoDHEAD-so that they are with­
out e.rcuse-hecause that, when they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were thankful, hut became vain in their imagina­
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened; professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools and changed the Glory of the incorrupti­
ble Gou"-into what 9 (for here the parallel ceases)-Into a common 
concert·of Yocal and inslrumental music, for public musical entertain­
ment; into an Oratorio of the ·• creation" of God Almighty, accom­
panied by a selection of profane ltalian song and popular operatic 
music. the theme of the play-house, and the favorite strains of the. 
public orchestra! If the praises of the Almighty are thus to be 
offered up at the feet of pulJlic Taste, and if the words and works of 
Godhead are thus presented as incense at the shrine of music as a 
common plearnre, and all without sin-then may we indeed say 
with the sweet-singer of Israel, "If the foundations are destroyed, 
what shall tile righteous do I'' 

Even the fable of " Jupiter" and" Prometheus" (names lately in 
public eu:ertaioment associated with that of God and his Spirit) might 
bear a little witness 111 such a matter-for, " when Prometheus made 
men of clav. and stole ffre from heaven to animate them, Jupiter heing 
angry, He~t him to be perpetually punished by the gn~wing of u rnl­
ture." Let professed christians learn from the" Men of Prometheus" 
themseh•ei,, that even the votaries of Jupiter deemed it sacrilege to 
llteal fire from the heavenly altar for the purposes of human pride or 
humi.lD vauity ! When the men of Bethshemei,h of old looked into 
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the sacred ark of the Lord with profane curiosity, even He smote of 
the people fifty thousRnd and three ~core and ten men-and the 
men of Bethshemesh said, " Who is able to stand before this Hon 
LORD GoD !" When Belshazzar of old too made a feast at Babylon 
and caused to be brought out the sacred vessels which were taken out 
of the house of God in Jerusalem, it is written, '' The king and his 
princes and his wives and his concubines drank in them-they drank 
wine and praised the gods of gold and of silver, of brass, of iron, of 
wood, and of stone ; In the same hour came forth fingers of a man'• 
hand and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the 
wall of the king's palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that 
wrote : Then the king's countenance was changed and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another." In that night was Belshazzar the king 
of the Chaldeans slain! '' Now these things are our examples to the 
intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted and 
fell." Those are remarkable words of the inspired writer-" oua Gon 
rs A coNBtJMING FIRE!" The God of us Christians, as well as of the 
Jews, is a "consuming fire." And this is actually stated for an object 
corresponding with that for which we now contend; warning the He­
brews against irreverence and presumption, the writer says, " Let us 
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 
with godly fear; FOR, our God is a consuming fire!" -Surely then it 
is neither right nor safe, in the sight of an omnipresent God, to 11tter 
the holy strains of an Oratorio for the conventional end of worldly 
amusement, or musical enjoyment. Let wise men judge, whether 
even a doubt, on such a subject, be not weighty enough in its conse­
quences to merit caution and candour-and whether to act in the face 
of such a doubt; where the glory of God is involved, be not worthy of 
condemnation. To us nothing seems plainer than the fact, that the 
Oratorio is, as a public amusement, a direct, thorough, and public 
violation of the third commandment of the moral law-that it infers 
a sin of the same order with Polytheism, image worship and Sabbath 
breaking, forbidden in the other three commandments of the first table 
-that God " will not hold guiltless" those who for mere musical pur­
poses profane his holy name, either as performers or auditors,-and 
guilty before God we leave them. 

To the view of the subject which has now been laid down, 
exception has been taken by some and speciously urged by others­
and it may not be out of place to glance at what is so said on the other 
side of the question.-Not that we have ever met with an argument 
in defence of the Oratorio as a public amusement-although we have 
met with the sneer, the scoff, the insinuation, the vituperation, the 
calumny and the falsehood, which have been the hereditary weapons 
of those who hate strict obedience to the word of the Lord from the 
days of Cain to the present hour-not, we say, that we have yet met 
with 11n argument which could take off the edge of the third com­
mandment as applicable to the common Oratorio-yet still we may 
notice one or two of those attempts at reply, which have ventured 
into the light. 

It is said, " Is not the musical part of the services of the sanctuary 
VIII. T 
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R lit1le _O,·~:to,·io, performed e,•ery Sal1bath day?"-True-ify 011 please; 
but tl11s 1s only a confirmation of our argument. What would you 
say to the praye,·s of the sanNuary heing rhetoricnlly spoken, and 
recitntions from the prayers of your Church given, for the same end 
and in the same mnnner? And where is the difference between these 
two, prayer and praise, save this that the latter is more the service of 
the Heavenly world than the former? \Vhat would you say to the 
chaunting of Italian song in the immediate sequence of the Holy 
ierdces of the i;11nctuary? Is this the Oratorio? Judge ye. 

But, '' it is the custom of Britain, it is even the custom of Europe, 
to h1we the Oratorio ; and enn serio11s Christians attend it." Be 
it so-it has been the custom of the world to sin from the beginning, 
but is sin not therefore to be protested against? Is there such a 
thing as a legal right to sin, either through prescriptive custom, or 
a pre,·ailing majority ? The Christian regards the Law of his God 
only ; and, in doing so, he sets the Infinity of One against the numbers 
of the world, and the eternity of his Lord agninst the duration of 
human custom-he laughs to scorn the idea of being ruled by the 
multitude or by the wise few. His king is one, and his commands are 
ten, and these may be summed up into two. Europe, Britain, 
London, Calcutta, are mere fellow-subjects in his sight-they must 
stand or fall as he does-therefore rnch an appeal is lost on him. 
As to '' serious" Christians, mtich as he may question a fact, to which 
his own knowledge and experience run counter, and which is 
supported on no competent authority, he will yet further doubt, 
whether their attendance has been the result of serious prayer, of 
serious meditation on the law of God, of serious regard to the interests 
of the church of Christ, of serious concern for personal sanctification, 
and of serious contemplation of the coming of the Lord.-Oh, "serious 
Christian" say, is the Oratorio a scene in the midst of which you 
would wish to render up your spirit to that Blessed Lord who by 
his own blood Lath •• redeemed it from this present evil world?" 
Sincerely indeed may such a Christian pray, "From sudden de(1th 
deli\'er me!" But we maintain on the other hand that the Oratorio 
has been a subject of reprobation and condemnation with a multitude 
of "righteous over much" Christiane in Britain fo1· the last fifty 
years. Just before the commencement of that period a grand com­
memoration of Handel was held, by the performance of the Oratorio 
of the Messiah, in London; and out of that circumstance arose that 
able and popular volume of sermons, (also termed " the Messiah,") 
by the well-known friend of Cowper, John Newton, minister of St. 
Marv, W ol nooth. From that time till now there has ever been a band 
of" ;·ighteous over much" Christians to protest against the unchristian 
profanity of the Oratorio-and the leading Religious Journal of 
England, annually and almost monthly pours forth its well directed 
artillery upon the laical and clerical partizans of such wretched com­
promise. These things are not done in a corner, and why then are 
some ignorant ? Whether it be new or not in Calcutta (and those 
who have lived longest in it can best tell), for Christian ministers 
to protest acrainst i,uch things it is not new in Britain-and we 
i.hall append° to this article a short Britisli extract, which will at least 
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take off the edge of novelty from this subject. We are treading a 
puth in which we see the footsteps of many saints ; and even if we 
did not see such, we are satisfied, for we see God there, when we see 
His.Law. 

There are some who plead a special exemrtion from the application 
of our argument to men in general, by saying, that " it may be pos-
1ible to attend devoutly and enjoy seriou~ly the Oratorio, so as actually 
to be benefited by it." The self-deception of the sincere, and the 
hypocrisy of the false, are so endlestoly ramified, as well as deeply 
rooted, that it is impossible to say whether the theori~t in thi~ case 
knows or believes what he says-but even if he does, it affects not 
our cause in the least. For our appeal is not to the opinion or even 
alleged experience of an individual man, but to the plain Lau, of tke 

Eternal God. If the common Oratorio be a breach of that law, it is 
evil; and it were perfectly vaiu even for an archangel to tell us 
that he could be benefited by countenancing !in. Let it not he said 
that this is "begging the question ;" by no means-for this objec­
tion is not a reply to our former premises that the celebration of the 
Oratorio is a breach of the third commandment ; it is a mere 
individual difficulty thrown in our way to entangle our prog1·ess after 
we have carried our first grand position. We thus then deal with it 
and say, " Search and try your supposed edification, and see whether 
your devotion has not been more sensual than spiritual :-see also, 
whether you are not more desirous of supposing that you have 
received benefit, than sure that you have attained it." 

But granting that there has been benefit derived during the per­
formance of an Oratorio, does this alone prove that it is good ? A man 
may have witnessed a murder and been benefited, a man may have 
beeu hearer of a volley of oaths, and been benefited; but not direct-

ly. A man may have been so singularly abstracted from other 
circumstances, as to have fastened only on the words of scripture, 
and meditated on the omnipotence of God or on the love of Me~siah, 
whil~t others- were entranced ,vith the bur~t and flow of sound; 
but what honest man would from such a supposed exception mllin­
tain, that the object of the Oratorio was to magnify the Lord, 
or to commune with Christ ?-No-the very necessity which exists 
for urging such an individual exemption is a giving up of the 
question on its general basis. So must it e,·er be ; where the 
principle is bad, but the practice sweet, there will never be wanting 
a soft tempter within to say, " Cast thyself down from thence, for it 
is written, ' He shall give His angels charge ove1· thee to keep thee, 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.'" But what said our Lord to these spe­
cious words-" It is written, Tho_u shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God I' " Olijector, go, and do likewise !-seek not safety on the pre­
cipice-se~k not devotion in the operatic Oratorio!-" Happy i;; he 
which condemneth not himself in that which he alloweth." 

The plea is sometimes urged nlso, that Oratorios are generally 
"got up" to serve some cha1·itable object, in regard to individuals 
01· institutions, and therefore that men may set down their names or 
g_ive the.ir presence on such occ!lsions; merely for the salce of the 

T 2 
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cAarity. Now there is no acute man of the wol"ld who is not aware 
that is a specious fallacy. For, is the end, in this case, good? Of 
cour@e charity or almegiving is good, But what are the means em­
ployed for this end r Are theg good ? Determine this with us first on 
the Rb~tract ground, and then we sh1tll come to the full decision. If 
the public Oratorio as formerly considered be good, then the question 
is eettled without regard to the charity, and so two good deeds are 
done instead of one ;-but if the Oratorio be evil, then two evil 
deeds are doue instead of none, for then evil is done that good may 
come, and the outward good becomes a real sin, for it was only a 
lure to the sin ;-in such a case, (apart from personal motives,) the 
" Charity" becomes a sanctified temptation I In these days the world 
dances for joy, that it may give food to the stan-ing ; it sings in mer­
riment, that it may give clothes to the naked; it performs comedies and 
farces, that it may console the widow and comfort the fatherless ; it 
calls a mighty feast of all manner of dainty viands for itself, that it 
may by a mighty effort save them that are ready to perish! Oh pure, 
lovely and disinterested charity ! Oh benevolent and self-de~ied world ! 
bow mighty tby influence, bow beautifully adapted thy means and thine 
ends ! Thou callest the go8pel fooli~hness, and its ministers enthusiasts 
-but where is wisdom and l!obriety like thine? Thou dancest, and be­
hold charity appears !-Thou singest and behold, benevolence springs 
forth !-Thou playest on thy stage, and alms flow out from its 
boards !-Thou feedest thyl'elf gorgeously at thy public board, and 
immediately thy love goes forth! nay, when thou wouldest be uni• 
versal in thine act, when thou wouldst promote mu~ic and devotion, 
pleasure and religion, amusement and charity-when thou wouldest 
honour the masterpieces of man, and magnify the word of the Almigh­
ty ;-when thou wouldest reward thyself, glorify the Author of thy 
being, and bless thy senants in one sweep, then thou enactest the 
" Oratorio of Creation," or representest in music the awful solemnities 
of human Redemption ! Oh wise, pure and lovely world !-Christian, 
is this what thy Lord called charity? Is this the charity by which 
you would be tried in that great day when the Judge Messiah shall 
say, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
ye have done it unto ME! " Was your charity at the Oratorio done 
unto HIM? Oh, "let Love be without dissimulation!" Our Master's 
love was eeen on the cross, and think you, does the world expect to 
see ours at the concert ? Our Master said, " It is more blessed to 
give than to receive," and He gave himself for man. Go thou and do 
likewise, and thou wilt not need the melody and harmony of music, 
sweet as indeed they are, to solicit or extract thine alms. 

Once more, and we are done with objections or replies, if they be 
worthy of the name. It has been said by some, "all our ministers 
do not oppose these things-but some of them by their names and 
others by their presence countenance the Oratorio." So it has been 
spoken, and so it has been printed, and so it has been published, 
The fact is indisputable, and undenied. We were aware that it was 
expected it would be so, 11.nd we now know that it is eo. We retract 
not one syllable that we have written-we alter not one jot or tittle, 
where the plain commandment of God is concerned, no, not from 
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eference to that office with which we ourselves have been invested 
ven ns well ae they. If we have erred in our zeal for the law of our 
ommon Lord, then let our error be exposed ; the subject has excited 
rnch nnd serious discussion amongst men who are neither scoffers, 
ulumniators, nor selfish despots of public opinion-it has been talked 
f on the basis of its own merits, by members of the flock of Christ, 
nd those not to be despised for poverty, ignorance, or obscurity 
if a Christian minister can consider these as ground~ of distinction)­
ome, not unknown or uninfluential in society, have come to a decided 
,pinion and have 11cted upon it. Others have saitl, " Where ministers 
;o, shall we halt !"-All this is no secret-and the world understands 
10w to use the discovery. To Christians we would say, remember 
hat even Paul was once obliged to withstand Peter to the face for 
lissimulation through the fear of man, and desire to please the Jews­
.nd remember also the Bereans, of whom it is said that they were 
nore noble than others, because that whilst " they heard the word 
eadily, they searched w/1ether these things were so or not." The 
lible, the Bible is the religion uf Christians- it is the only rule of 
aith and_ practice-turn to the scene on Sinai, and consider what it 
ells of God-and see whether you could then sit down and chaunt in 
he strains of the Orntorio, for the amusement of the public, thel!e 
,olemn words-" Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
n vain : for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
u vain !" J.M. D. 

E~tract from Newton on the Oratm·io. 
" Whereunto shall we liken the people of this generation, and to what are 

hey like? I represent to myself a number of persons of various cha­
·acters, involved in one common charge of high treason. They are al­
·eady in a state of confinement, but uot yet brought to their trial. 
l'he facts, however, are so plain, and the evidence against them so 
;trong and pointed, that the1·e is not the least doubt of their guilt being 
'ully proved, and that nothing but a pardon can preserve them from 
1Unishment. In this situation, it should seem their wisdom, to avail 
hemselves of every expedient in their power for obtaining mercy. But 
;hey are enth-ely regardlesa of their danger, and wholly taken up with 
:ontl'iving methods of amusing themselves, that they may pass away the 
.erm of their imprisonment with as much chearfulness as possible. 
l\mong other resources, they call in the assistance of music. And amidst 
, great variety of subjects in this way, they are particularly pleased 
111ith one. They chuse to make the solemnities of their impending trial, 
:he character of their Judge, the methods of his p1·ocedure, and the 
,wful sentence to which they are exposed, the ground-work of a musi­
:al ente1·tainment. And, as if they were quite unconcerned in the event, 
;heh· attention is chiefly fixed upon the skill of the composer, in adapt­
.ng the style of his music to the very solemn language and subject with 
,vhich they 111·0 trifling. The Kiug, however, out of his great clemency 
mcl compassion towards those who have no pity for themselves, prevents 
:hem with his goodness. Undesired by them, he sends them a grncious 
nessage. He assures them that he is unwilling they should suffer: he 
requires, yen, he entreats them to submit. He points out a way in which 
,heir confession and submission shall be certainly accepted ; and in this 
way, which he condescends to prescribe, he offers them a free and a full 
Ja1·don. But instead of taking a sing-le step towards a compliance with 
~is goodness, they set his message likewise to music; and this, together 
with 11 desc1·iption of theh· p1·escnt state, and of the fearful doom awaiting 
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t.hem if they continue obstinnte, is sung for their dh·ersion, 11ccompnnied 
with the sound of cornet, flute, luup, s11ckbut, t1s11ltery, dulcimer, nnrl nil 
kinds of instn1ments. Surely, if such a case as l have suppose1l coultl 
be found in 1·eal life, though l might admire the musical ta11te of these 
people, I should commii;erate their insensibility ! 

" But is not this case mo1·e than a s11p11osition ? Is it not in the most 
serious sense nctually realized amongst ourselves? l should insult your 
understandings, if I judged a long· application necessa1· y. I know my 
supposition must already have led your thoug-hts lo the subject of the 
Messiah, and to the spil'it and temper of at least the A·reate1· part of the 
performers, and of the audiences. The holy Scripture concludes nil 
mankinrl untler sin. It charges them all with trenson and 1·elielliou 
against the great sovereign Lawgive1· and Benefactor ; and declares the 
misery to which, as sinners, we are obnoxious. But God is long-suffe1·­
ing, and waits to be gracious. The stroke of denlh, which would in­
stantly place us before his awful tribunal, is still suspended. Jn the 
mean time he affords us his gospel, by which he assures us there is for. 
,:iveness with him. He informs us of a Saviom·, and that of his great 
love to sinners, he has given his only Son to be an atonement and mecli .. 
ator, in favour of all who shall sue for mercy in his name. The 
character of this Saviour, his unspeakable love, his dreadful suffel'ings, 
the agonies he endm·ed in Gethsemane, and upon the c1·oss, are made 
known to us. And as his past humiliation, so his present glory, itnd 
his invitation to come to him for pardon and eternal life, are largelv de. 
clared. These are the principal points ex11ressed in the passages of the 
Messiah. Mr. Handel, who set them to music, bas been commemoJ·ated 
and praised, many years after his death, in a place professedly devoted 
to the praise and worship of God ; yea, ( if I am not misinformed) the 
stated worship of God, in that place, was suspended for a considernble 
time, that it might be duly preparl'd for the commemoration of M1·. 
Handel. But alas ! bow few are disposed to praise and commemo­
rate MEssua himself! The same great truths, divested of-the music; 
when delivered from the pulpit, are beard by many admire1·s of the Ora-
torio with indifference, too often with contempt. . 

" Having thus, as l conceived myself bound in duty, plainly and pub .. 
licly deli,•ered my sentiments, of the great impropl'iety of making the 
fundamental truths of Christianity the subject of a public amusement, 
I lea,·e what I have said to your serious reflections, hoping it will not he 
forgotten; for I do not mean to trouble you often with a repetition of it," 

III.-Journal of Missionary labours in the district of Olassa. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Chri~tian Observer, 

GENTLEHEN, . 
I send you a portion of my Journal, for the Observer, should you think 

it worthy of a place in that excellent periodical. My reasons for sending it 
are three-fold. 

I. The baptism of the converts recorded in the accompanying jour. 
nal, may sen·e to encournge the labourers in the caus11 of the Lord Jesus, 
inasmuch as it evinces that while we may he lamenting with the prophet 
in his 1dfecting exclamation, " Who hal h believed our report, and to whonl 
is the arm of the Lord re\'eHled," mauy may be seeking the way of trnth 
and salvation, and many may Le actu,,Jly walking in that way. 

2. Its publication might he the means of bringing before the puhlic 
some iriformation as to the Hindu law of inheritance in the case of nH.:. 
ti,•e couvert,. Since the baptism of the convt>rts whose cHses are recorded 
in thi8 journal, 1 have ee11.rched in ,·aiu in the pages of the OLsen·e1· for 
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lnf01·m11tlon on the Rhove auhject. It would have been ftCCP.ptable nnd 
useful. to me. The st11te of the l1tw shoulrl be malle public, that mis8ionariea 
1111!1 native com•erta m11y know how to proceed 11nd what redreH to seek 
in cases of the hnptism of 1111tives4 • 

3. I hnve thought that perhap~ the casP of these convert.i (who have for 
the Rake of ChriHt "s11ffered the los3 of all things") being made known to 
your numerous and respectahle and pious supporters, some friPnd or 
frien1l11 to tl10 cause of the Redeemer might b!l lliAposed to 1·ender them 
pecuniary IIR~istance. A piece of land has been given to the mission, on 
which we should like to locate them, hut they want l,ouses, t"·o pai1 ~ of 
hullocks, 11n1l some other articles neces8ary to the cultivation of the land. 
The sum of 150 or 200 rupees would suffice for our purposet. 
• I am, Gentlemen, Yours in the labours of love, 

Cuttack, January 13th, 1839. C. LAOP.Y. 

JVovember 15th. Ahout 8 clays ago a lleputation of two men 11rrived 
from Olassa, a dieti-ict of Orissa, lying about 36 miles north of Cuttack, 
on the great Jagnnnath road. The m,me of the elder man is Sehosaho, 
and the name of his companion is Lockhundas. Seho,aho is by caste a 
Boisya, and Lockhundas, is a Bristnob of the Mahantee caste. They are 
both men of re11ding 11nd intelligence. After a sho1·t stay at Cuttack, 
during which we hnll II good deal of conversation with them, they were dis­
missed, accompanied by three of 0111· native brethren to their villages. The 
native h1·ethren accompanied them to give us a more perfect knowledge of 
their circumstances. After remaining some days among them, Rama­
chandl'B, a native preacher, returned in haete, and brought a most interest­
ing repo1·t of theh· experience and number; he was desired by them to ask 
me to pay them visit, and if I should see fit, to baptize them. Accord­
ingly I fixed on Nov. 16th to commence my journey to OJ~ and dis­
missed R~ma with this intelligence. 

J 6th. At 4, o'clock this afternoon I left home, aftereammending myself 
and family to God. I engaged bearers as far as Chotia, where I arrived 
about 11 o'clock. 1 slept in the pal11nquin in the street till about 4, o'clock, 
when I w1ts awoke by the beating of the drums of the 6th Regt. N. I., 
commRnded hy Colonel E----. The regiment w11s on its march from 
C uttaclc to Dinapur. 

J 7th. At half-past fou1· I left my palanquin, mounted my horse and 
J>roceeded on my journey. The morning wus cool and the air refresh­
ing; the fields e\·ery where are loaded with rice, anti great abundance of 
food is provided for man and beast. Passed the 6th reiriment on their 
march, and arrived at the new sarai at Brahmunakool about 8 o'clock. 
Here I halted till the evening, sat and walked in the sarai till my 
boLtle of water and loaf of bread ar1·ived for my breakfast. While 
waiting, Captain A---, a relation of Sir A. A---, came into the 
sarai and invited me to spend the day in his tent, nnd breakf&'lt with him. 
Spent the time till tiffin in various conversations and 1·eading. The 
Captain gave me some info1·mation ahout the creed and political principles 
of hie uncle Si1· A--- A---. At half-past four dined with the mess 
of the 6th, and 11fte1· dinner had II long ancl warm argument with Captain A., 
other officers taking eithe1· side of the argument. The argument was the 
possibility of the salvation of the heathen. At S o'clock after reading 
i1nd praye1· in Captain fi.'s tent, 1mcl 1111 affectionate farewell, I set 
out 011 my journey. Jt was clark hut I crossed the Brahumanee with 
safetr nnd arrived at my tent ahout 9 o'clock. The Colonel and 
officers pressed me hard to remain with them ove1· the S.,ubath and ha\·e 
clivine worship, but I thought duty said, go fonvard. I promised to spend 
the day with them at Khundila thei1· next 1·esting-place. 

• Wo shall endeavour to pince the subject in its true light soon.- ED. 
t We ell11ll be ve1·i hnl'JlY to conve)' nny don1ttion to our esteemed fri~nd.-ED. 
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18th. Soon nfter I rose this morning the Bristnob inquh·er WM nt my 
t~nt. After b1·eakfast we had '1'1'01·ship in my tent, 11nd he bowed 
mth ~~ hl'fore the ~ord. Read and ell:plained the following ecrip­
ture. I 11m the light of the wol'ld, whosoever believeth on me 
shall not walk in _darkness." lVe then set out fo1· Ar11d11, the village of 
8l'hosaho ; stood m the stt·eet before his house, whe1·e he presently join­
t>d us, 1rnd we preached to the people, and had much conve1·sntion with 
them. Had some conversation with Sebo, and pressed him to relate the 
state of his mind ; he did so in some measure, but was evidently almost 
01·erwhelmed. with the exigency of his circumstances, and the importance 
of the profession he was about to make, To use his own emphatic words, 
darkness had fallen u~on his. earthly affairs. He has a wife and family, 
four brothers and of which he 1s the eldest and in some sense the father, a 
g()od house, a comfortable farm, and endeared relationships, all which are at 
i:take ifhe embraces christianity. I perceived that he trembled from head to 
foot, and the confidence with which he expressed his attachment to Christ 
when at Cuttack appeared to have forsaken him. Spoke to him tendel'ly 
but faithfu~ly, and exhorted him to confide in the promise and care of 
God. A b1ragee named Jogeedas was more confident, and avowed hia 
determination to serve Christ ; but biragees have nothing earthly to lose. 
The native brethren spoke to the people, and we came away. Sebo's reso­
lution at present is not equal to a profession of christianity. Jogeedas 
came away with us, and Lockhuodas, says Sebo, will not be long befo1·e he 
joins us. Lockhun returned to deliver a message to Sebo to be fil'm and 
fearless, and leave his domestic afFaii-s in the hands of providence. 

In the afternoon we visited several villages beyond Arada, in which 
several other inquirers live, but none of them with the exception of a 
goorea and a fisherman made their appearance. Their landlord has taken 
a bond from them not to read our books, or have any communication with 
us under a penalty of 100 rupees. Several of the villagers collected 
around us in the streets, and the women appeared in the gardens behind 
the hedges, and io turn we proclaimed the truths of the gospel unto them. 
Theo we proceeded to the Cutcharee where the Zemindar and his people 
were collected to the number of twenty or more. They thought we were 
a party from the regiments passing, and ran away io a great fright: one 
man in bolting through a hedge struck his forehead against a t1·ee and 
bruised himself severely. I called to them and told them that no man 
pursued. They immediately recognized my voice, and one by one returned. 
Their fear soon changed into indifference and contempt, which ended in 
plain straightforward abuse. Such is the meanness of these and all other 
official Hindus, let a man be clothed with power they will cringe and 
tremble and fly before him; but irrespective of qualities, disposition or 
character, iet him appear without power, and he will be degraded, and 
insulted. As we went to and returned from these villages, we saw Sebo, 
and he appeared to have more courage and resolution than when we sow 
him in the morning. Was much delighted with the remarks and appear­
ance of a young man, a goorea, he weeping said, They may slay me if 
they please, yet will I serve Christ. The fisherman also gave me much 
pleasure. Returned by way of Khundita where the 19th Regt. N. I. was 
encamped. Called on --- who I think loves the Lord Jesus Christ. 

19th. Early this morning the 6th passed my tent and took coffee 
under the tree whue I am fixed, and Colouel E--- pressed me to dine 
with them to-day, so I promised, as we shall in all probability see 
each other's faces no more. Made proper anangements for the lnboul'B of 
the native brethren, and directed them to call on me at Khunditn in the 
afternoon. Breakfasted with Captain R. and dined with the Colonel. He 
heard with interest the account I gave of the inquirers in this neighbour­
hood, and finally said, If God has called them they will come whatever 
may oppose, and if they come not you may be 1u1·e they are not called of 
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Goil, and so mny he glnd that they remnin. However it occurred to me 
thnt concentrnted difficulties m11y prevent obedience to the call of God, 
nrul RO I coultl not but feel anxious, and try what I could do to weaken 
nnd scatter them. The 11poijtle travelled in hirth till Chri"t was formed 
in lhei1· he11rts to whom he wrote. The native hrethren called for me 
nhout ,a, o'clock; they speak encouragingly of the i11q11irers. Thi~ evening 
Lockhundas urrived, and has determined to devote himself to Chri~t; so 
thnt two are now come. He says Sebo will join us in the morning. Had 
a deal of conversation with Lockhundas, and am quite satisfied about his 
experience, as I hnve always been since I have known him. 

20tl1. Early this morning Sebo arrived at my tent, and I had much 
con1•ersation with him; he is no novice either in Christian knowledge or 
Chl'istian experience. It is the Lord's doing and marvellous in our eyes. 
His brothers have been persuading him to disinherit himself in their favour; 
against this I dissuaded him. He requested to be baptized immediatel_,r 
and so end his difficulties at once. I could not agree to this, but advised 
him to return to his house and inform his friends and neighbours of his 
intention, promising to meet him by the river side and baptize him in the 
afternoon. Sonantana also, a Bonea, came yesterday and again to-day, and 
is to be baptized at the same time. These two accordingly went to their 
houses and informed their families and friends. The Bonea is an acquain. 
tance of Sebo and Lockhundas, and has been acquainted with the gospel 
for years. The wife of the latter is willing to accompany her husband, 
and ' be what he is,' as she terms it. At three o'clock I started for the 
river side near to the house of Sebo, accompanied by the native brethren. 
When we arrived before Sebo's house every thing was quiet and I sup­
posed the people, seeing his determination, had agreed to suspend all 
opposition; however in this I was mistaken, for Sebo no sooner rose to 
follow me to the river than his next younger hrother placed himself in 
the 1·oad and demanded where he was going ? At the same time he 
fastened his gamcha, a kind of coarse cloth handkerchief, round bis arm 
and held him fa,st. Here a scene of forcible opposition commenced which 
I shall not attempt particularly to describe, but only notice some of its 
more prominent occurrences. 1 informed the people, who had now arrived 
in s~e numbers, that they ought not to forcibly detain the man; but this 
was of no effect. 1 passed gently on without attempting to interfere, and 
Sebo managed to get forward somewhat after me. When we had got out 
of the village the people brought out Sebo's wife and child. The for­
mer rnn up to he1· husband like a person wild, and snatching his upper 
garment from his body, pressed it to her face, and wept and wailed over it, 
as over the dear 1·elic of a long lost friend; she was frantic with grief. 
Now they placed his little daughtH at his feet, who looked up to her parent 
and with tears asked him to save himself and her and return. I looked at 
Sebo's face and saw portrayed there every mark of husbandly and fatherly 
nffection, but his resolution foiled not-no not for a moment : he remon­
strated against such means to shake his resolution. The mother and 
daughter now returned weeping over the cloth they had taken away; they 
were attended by a numbe1· of females the wives of Sebo's brothers. His 
brother who had hitherto held him fast by the arm loosed his hold anti fell 
at his feet beseeching him to 1·em1m1ber his own cretlit and the credit of his 
brothe1·'s house. Here he lay with hiS'forehead on Sebo's feet 1md his bro­
ther's feet fast in either hand. He wept much, but Sebo told him, he 11id 
remember anti would still remember them all ; he appealed to them, if he 
had 11ot done the part of an affectionate brother to them ? " Ye~," they an­
swered, " and" said he, " l will continue to do so, but it is vain thus to 
dinsuade me. I am resolved, and you canuot hinder me," The whole band of 
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his relatfrt>s now unitE'd in persuading him to defe1· his hnptism till to.mm·. 
row, hoping to carry him off in the night into the jungles beyond the 
authority of the Company•~ police. Seho looked towards me fol' " l'eplv 
and his brothers asked me to defe1· the ordinance. I told them I could 
not recommend him to do so, as themsel\'es knew what their design was. 
About this pE'riod an old ac-quaintance of Sebo, a brahmun, came up and 
sitting down in a circle he reasoned the matte,· over with the candidate, 
noticing the discl'edit which hy this step he would bring upon himself and 
famil)·, To these arguments Sebo replied in a clear and manly manne1·, 
Then his zemindar or landlord came up in his palanquin, and tried to 
influence him hy reasoning and by tlu·eats, but he produced no alteration 
in the man's resolution, he persisted upon having his liberty, and said 
that he h:td gi,·en himself to Christ to-day, and would not change. Seeing 
no hope of s~bo heing liberated I sent Jahnoo to inform the police officer 
at Khundita that. he was detained, and that official arrived in about an hour. 
At first he ordered him to he released, hut 011 the representation of his 
brothers he demanded that Sebo should first sign over his property, farm, 
&c. to his next brother and make himself responsible for all debts owing 
to the family. This of com·se he refused to do, though he promised to 
pay all he owed and offered to give a written engagement to that effect. 
At length it was proposed to carry him before the deputy collector which 
as it would carry St'bo further from his house he agreed to, though the 
case was one with which the deputy collector could not interfere, He 
passed on therefore the distance of a mile with little intenuption, and 
arri,·ed on the large road at Khundita. Here we fell in with a burkundaz 
of Mr. Mills the magistrate, and all agreed to hear what he would say to 
the business. This man asked Sebo if he was perfectly voluntary in 
the affair, and on his answering in the affirmative, the officer 01·dered the 
people to release the prisoner for such Sebo really was. He also assured 
them that if they did not he should apprehend the whole of them for mak­
ing a disturbance. 

Sebo was now released, and we immediately moved towards the Kursua 
river. Before we reached the water however he was again seized, but 
again liberated and we arrived at the water's brink. 1 had no opportunity 
for a preparatory service so late was the hour and so noisy were the peo­
ple. Having walked with the three candidates into the water to IL prope1· 
depth the people rushed in also and formed a close circle around us lea\·­
ing me just room to haptize. The multitude were very noisy till I began 
to speak and then being curious to know what this celebrnted muntra was 
which was of such an amazing power as to deaden the subject of it to all 
earthly ties, and cause him to lose caste, they became silent as possible. 

Lockhun das was first baptized. I asked him the following questions 
before the people. Do you believe in the existence of one God ? Yes I do. 
Do you believll' that the being whom the Hindu shastras call Brumha 
and all the gods and goddesses, as well as all the ohjects of Hindu worship, 
are false, and do you renounce them for ever ? l do. Do you feel thab 
you are a guilty, condemned and helpless sinner ? Yes. Do you 1·ely on 
Jesus Christ for salvation? I do. Will you till death keep his com­
mandments? I will serve him until death. Lockhun had a poita, a copper­
cfamped toolsee-wood necklace, hung in a copper chain, and a small tool­
see neckl"ce wl,ich he now broke otf one by one and threw them into my 
hand. The people groaned and uttered their curses and predictions 
while he did this. He was now baptized in the name of the sac1·ed T1·i­
nity, the word.; being accompanied with a short explication for the uRder­
standinl{ of the hearers. The baptism of the other candidates was con­
ducted in the same order. A11 soon as the baptism was ove1· the ruder 
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pnrt of the people left us and returnerl to their houses, and ahout 50 
remninerl with us, who were affectionately attached to Seho, and were 
much softened by observing the manner in which he had been treated and 
nlso the pntience and love he had displayed under this evil treatment. As 
1100n ns we had changed our clothes we set out for my tent, a distance of 
two miles on the great Jagnnnlith road. The candidates joined hands with 
each other and the native hrethren and commenced singin11; a christian 
hymn. The cadence was wild, but inexpressibly sweet and the surround­
ing jungles echoed with the sound, and responded to the sentiments 
expressed by the happy songsters. Never had they heard such sounds 
befm·e, ard so interesting and important was the occasion that I could not 
refrain from teal'S as I silently passed along. When they arrived at the 
end of a pathway which led to the villages, the people desired to take an 
affectionate leave of Sebo, they expressed their attachment to him and 
asked him to continue to feel favourable to them. Then they parted. 
The evening till 12 o'clock was spent in conversation, prayer an,l praise. 

21st. This morning afte1· breakfast and worship I accompanied Sebo 
to his house, wishing to see him in the safe possession of his house, family 
and property. He is the prop1·ieto1·, being the elder brother; the fa1·m is 
held in his name, and he is responsible for all debts, &c. Lord William 
Bentinck altered the law of inheritance as it affected Chri~tian converts. 
As we walked up to the door we found it open and Sebo walked in; how­
ever in half a minute afterwa1·ds his next younger lirothe1· walked him out 
ng·ain, and pushed him into the street, without allowing him to see either 
wife or child ; then he placed himself in the door.,.ay to prevent his 
re-enti·ance, and finally closed and fastened the door, telling him he had 
no business there. I remonstl'ated with them, and so did Sebo, but to no 
effect. After about an hour we came away. Have determined to send 
Rama and Sebo to Cuttack to-morrow, to present a petition to the magis.. 
trate for the recovery of Seho's family and possessions. 

In the afternoon I walked with Sonantana to his village Nursinghapoor. 
Sonantana assured me there would be no difficulty with regard to his 
wife and children, as the latter are small, and his wife answered him ,vhen 
he came that she would accompany him in case he should become a Chris­
tian. He said therefore thnt we should have nothing to do but ask her to 
come fo1·th and she would lie l'ead_v to do so. I suspected however that 
after his departure the woman would be dissuaded and influenced by his 
brothers and caste, and when we arrived this proved to be the case. So­
nantana found his house empty save of a liullock. His wife and children 
were gone. In vain he demanded her of his relatives; they said they 
knew nothing of her. He waited about two hours, !Jut no persuasion could 
induce the people to give up the man's wife and child1·en, and we came 
away without them. Poor Sonantana hung down his head very sorrowfully. 

Nothing could equal the astonishment of the people to see a wretch who 
had dared to pull of his necklace and violate the laws of caste. He might 
have had ten heads and a hundred arms to excite their curiosity. They 
however took special care to keep at a most respectable distance from us 
lest the wind which had blown upon our bodies should lilow upon them 
nod pollute them. It was cul'ious to see what large semicircles they 
formed as they took theii- positions to stare at us. As to giving away 
a book, that was out of the question. , They asked me whe1·e they were 
to find water to purify themselves if they should 1·eceive our books. The 
road from my tent to the village lies through a lieautiful plain, and several 
shady gl"Oves of mango, palm, and other trees. As we left the place we 
informed the man who had detained Sonantana's wife and family that a 
petition would lw presented in his name to the magistrate, to which h~ 
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an'!:~ered thnt ea he knew nothing of the woman it would be fonliRh Rnd 
u~el!'ss to petition in his name. As we retired, the pt>ople hooted 11nd jee1·ed 
us out of the 'l'illage, using every epithet of indignation Rnd RbnRe. Thu1 
onr mlth·e friends Rre stripped of theil' all, of their wives and children, 
Sommt.ann feels this very keenly, his wife was so decided, and gave him 
110 prompt a reply when he 11sked her if she would accompany him, Sebo 
also feels much the unkindne"ll of his brothers, but he has more strength 
of mind 11nd principle to benr his loss. It now 1·eml\ins to be seen whether 
the magistrate will or will not restore to them theit· property and fami­
lies. 

22nd. Enrly this morning Rama 11ccomp11nied Sebo, and Dotaree Re. 
companied Sonantana to their villages, hoping that their friends might he 
disposed to come to some accommodation : they retu1·ned about nine 
o'clock entirely unsuccessful. Sonantana saw his wife in his brother's 
house, and she was instructed to say to him that she would hang 01· drown 
herself rather than accompany him. Things being so I have concluded to 
go myself t.o Cuttack for a few days till this business is fairly brought be. 
fore the magistrate. It is of little use remaining here, with affairs in their 
present state and the minds of the people so hostile even to the hearing of 
the message we bear. The native brethren will start immediately. I 
shall follow in the cool of the evening. 

December 4th. I have made no entry in my Journal since the 22nd of 
November, arid I shall supply some information under to.day's date. This 
afternoon I started fur Olassa again and arrived at Cqotia about nine 
o'clock, after an uncomfortable ride owing to the darkness of the night 
RDd the perplexity of the way. I slept in a bazar.house comfortably till 
about three o'clock next morning when I was disturbed by three or four 
of Jagannath's pundas -or pilgrim.hunters. They occupied the next room, 
and as the wall between us was only the height of six feet even a whisper 
could be heard. They knew me and my busine8s. They commenced by 
singing filthy obscene songs, and then explaining them in low filthy Ian. 
guage with the most unblushing and beastly freedom. Then they repeated 
the history of Rabana, Kongse and Bale, three fabled demon princes, no. 
ticing the manner in which they were destroyed by their incarnations 
Krishnoo, Ram, and Baman, of course intimating that I and all Europeans 
are the o:ffb]lring of these demons, and that in a while the time would 
come when our amount of merit would run out and Kalinka would appear 
and destroy the demons. Ever and anon they lavished their obscene 
abuse upon such unclean demons. A bout four o'clock I arose and pu1·. 
l!Ued my journey, and arrived at my tent about ten o'clock hungry and 
weary. Some time after my arrival I felt unwell, but a CO!)ious perspira. 
tion relieved me. Since I left my camp in thia place it will he proper 
now just to notice what has been done towards the recovery of the familie■ 
and property of Qur new converts. As soon as I a1·rived in Cuttack, Sebo 
and Souantana presented petitions to Mr. Forbes, the acting magistrate, 
praying that he would restore to them their wives and child1·en and 
property. The petition of Sebo was immediately rejected by the above 
named gentleman ; he told the petitioner that as he had become a 
Vhristian and lost caste he would get nothing•. The native Christians tell 
me that the magistrate consulted the native officers, and adopted their 
advice at once, so that they might as well have had a prejudiced, idolatrous, 
partial native magistrate, and indeed he could have come to no more unjust 
and unrighteous a decision. The above decision is not according even to 
the law as it stood before the alteration of the inheritance clause by Lord 

• Can any thing be more sad than thi5 ? Surely our Missionary friends will not 
allow this matter to rest,-Eo. 
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Willinm Rentinck. Then, the law woulrl allow the Christian hie wife if 
she were willing to nccompany him, 11nd woulil also give him one or more 
of his children, if not his personal property. The inheritance law however 
hne heen nmeliornted, nnrl now the Christian convert is not suhject to the 
loss of his property, To strip Sel,o therefore is not only unmerciful and 
unrighteous, but in violation of the regulations by which the ahove named 
gentleman sits to ndminister laws, It is evident he was eithel' igno 
rant of the law-in which ca~e no person ought to hold so responsible and 
serious an office 11s that of magistrate, or else the petition was rejected to 
exhibit h~fore the worl'1 with which he was eurrounderl the m11gistrate's 
aversion to Christian efforts among the natives. Sonantana's petition was 
received with little more grace, and after II few questions it also was 
rejected with an intimation that he would get nothing. Sonantana feels 
much disappointed because his wife promi~ed to come over to him, and 
would do so 11t once if he could he allowed to see her, hut she is inacceS­
sihle, Their petitions being thus rejected, I directed Sebo to pre,ent 
a petition of appeal to M. Mills, Esq. acting commissionel', who recei,·ed 
it kindly and has ordered the proceeuings from the magisti·ate's office, and 
I expect he will restore to the petitioners theii- right. May God by his 
Providence and Spirit guide his deliberations and decision. 

On December the 22nd we had a good day at Cuttack, the largest in­
crease at one time we have ever had. In the afternoon seven of the 
school children were haptized, five girls of Mis;i Kirkman's charge and two 
boys, one from the English school, and one from the native boarding school. 
Mr. Sutton haptized them in the new baptismal tank adjoining the chapel. 
A good many natives stoorl on the large road to witness the ordinance. In 
the afternoon the seven children and the three Ollassa converts were 
received into the church, and received the Lord's Supper. I endeavoured 
to imp1·ess the minds of these interesting converts with the importance of 
enduring to the f'nd that they may be saved, exhibiting the difficulties 
and enemies they will meet with and must overcome. The chapel was 
nearly filled with native attendants and the scene was very cheering. Not 
mo1·e than one or two mt'mhers of the church were absent. I felt that 
the opportunity was delightful, anrl longed for a recurrence of it on every 
Sabh:.Lth day. To 1·eturn to my work here. Since I left this for Cuttack, 
one of the inquirers, a fisherman, has been to my tent: he came it seems 
with the intention of 1·emaining, hut not fin<ling me there be returned to 
hie house, to wait my return. He has fewer difficulties in his way than 
those of highe1· caste. He is a poor fisherman, with II large family. Jogee­
das is gone away. The zemindar of these parts has been among his vil­
lagers, and has caused those "ho are suspected to be favourably disposed 
towards christianity, to enter into a bond not to hear us or receive our 
books. Some moreover are confined, and some are sent into the ten-itory 
of II tributary neighbou1·ing rlija. 

Thie evening Krupa Sindhoo accompanied me to lhe village of Khundita. 
The people were ve1·y awkward and suspicious, but we succeeded in col­
lecting in two places a good numbt'r of people. \Ve argued and reasoned 
with them, but a hook they would not 1·eceive. They said it would be­
witch them. 0 that more of the divine power were displayed! 0 that 
the word of God might run and be glorified ! 

6th. This morning Sebo and Son11ntnn11 went to their houses to see 
whethe1· 01· not their friends we1·e disposed to come to any 11ccomrnod11tion 
with them about their wives and children: they returned without success. 
Sonant11n11 however saw his wife, and talked with her. Myself, and the 
native preachers went to Hurreepoor market, where for four hours we by 
turns preached to and 111·gued with the people. They heard moderately, 
but would not 1·eceive a book, as they said it would bewitch them. 



150 Missiona,·y Journal, ~c. [MARCH, 

7th. This morning we stal'ted for the lal"ge villnge called IUm, die. 
ta-nt from my tent eight miles. 1 here in turns we pl'eached to 11nd 'con­
,·ersed with the people in thl'ee places. They heard tole1·ahly. Only six 
books we1·e distributed. ,,, e anived at the tent about six o'clock vel'y 
wearied. The roads were dusty and the sun was hot. To.d11y again Sebo 
and Sonant11n11 have been to their houses, with no bettel' succesM than 
yesterday. Sebo's people told him that if he we1·e not off they would heat 
him. Sonantana's wife told him to prep111·e a house and she would come; 
but this is merely to prevent him nppealing to the commissioner nnd is the 
dictation of her detainers. These people have been to Vnttack and have 
presented a petition to Mr. Forbes the magisti·ate, complaining that we 
went into their house, and took away theil· caste and hononl', None hut 
Sonant.ana ente1·ed an}' house, and that was his own, to seek for his wife; 
and mol'eover when we inquired after the woman the pel'Son who presents 
tiiis complaint desired us to look for her in the house, and now complains 
as abo,·e stated. ,vhat however is most remarkable in this case is that 
whereas the petitions of the native Christians were disdainfully rejected, 
this false complaint was immediately attended to and witnesses summoned 
to pro,·e the charges ! 

8th. To-day 1 didded ou1· strength into four parts, and took four 
directions among the villages, myself accompanying one of the native 
brethren went to Moogapa. The people heard badly and none would 
recei,·e books, lest they should he bewitched as they said. Sonantana has 
Leen to speak with his wife, hut there appears to be no probability that 
she "'ill be allowed to join him, and he will be obliged also to appeal to 
the commissioner, for the recovery of his wife and children. 

9th. This morning we separated into two bands. Gunga and Doitaree 
and Sebo went to Suntara market, distant eight miles, and met there a 
large congregation. They heard middlingly and received a few books, 
An ill-di,posed individual howe1•er afterwards came up and alarmed the 
fears of the people and they retumed the tracts. Myself, Bamadah, Bhi­
karee, and Lockhun went to Karjung market, where we had several op. 
portunities of preaching to and conver~ing with the people. We distl'ibuted 
about forty tracts. Returning to my tent I found a letter from Cuttack 
written in reply to a note I addressed to G. Becher, Esq. 1·especting some 
land of his in this neighbourhood. 1 insert it here, as it displays the 
kindness of the donor, and as it refers to an e,•ent which will be of inter. 
est and advantage to the cause of the mission. Mr. B. says to Mrs. 
Lacey, " \Viii you kindly inform Mr. Lacey about the ground at Khun. 
dita that he wants, that I shall he very glad to see a Christian village 
established there, and he may have any of the ground there that belongs 
to me, that is unoccupied. There will be no difficulty in regard to rent. 
In fact I should probably present it to the mission if it be found suitable 
to its objects." Our newly baptized Christians are -turned out of house 
and all, and this looks like a providential interposition for theii· 1·elief. 
Khundita is only a mile or a mile and a half from Seho's village, so that 
he can now be fixed there and maintain his correspondence with the 
numerous inquirers in these parts, otherwise they would many of them 
fall back and lose their impres.ions. 

This morning I received a letter from a Bristnob who lives on the 
mountains near Podmapoor, expressive of his approbation of our labours, 
but observing that he saw no reason why we should he seven years doing 
what might be done in seven days. He would have the government give 
orders for all their sul,jects to wo1·ship God. The deputation returned 
with a New Testament in 01·iya and six or seven tracts, besides a letter, 
To-day Sonantana returned from his village much cast down; his wife sent 
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word to him thnt he neecl not come nny more, for that she would not 
follow him. She nleo told him that if he continued to visit her village, 
her people should beat him. This is evidently dictated by her friends; 
hut she is a safe prisoner, and there is 110 hope by gentle means of Sonan­
tanR rncovering hie family. Sebo is in the same case, but haA more for­
titudo than his friend. 

10th. About three o'clock this afternoon I dismissed Bamadab an,t 
Bhikaree to BRlaeore to assist our American friends there; Gunga <1nd 
Sebo and Doitaree accompanied me to three large villages, two miles dis­
tant. The shameful Gowrang pooja*, is extensively practised in one of 
these villages. We had severnl stands, and a good many people who heard 
the word of God. Howeve1· they were but ill disposed, this being the neigh­
bourhood of Sonantana's village. In one place they called out Victory to 
Gow1·ang ! The last place we preached in was Nursinghpoor from which 
I hardly escapecl without broken bones. I saw we should have some dis­
turbance and knew the people would exercise no mercy towards the native 
brethren and not much towa1·ds me. I therefore 1lismissed them first and 
held the attention of the cl'Owd till they had got fairly off. Now however 
I found a difficulty ia getting away myself and in vain attempted to rea­
son the people into moderation, therefore turned and walked away covered 
with a shower of dust, sand, and hrolcen pots. As soon as I had pas~ed 
the corner of the vill.ige they assailed me with more serious missiles in 
the nature of large and small clods, as dry as stones. Any one of these 
had it fallen on the head or chest would have been quite sufficient to have 
bl'Ought me down. The people crowded tht! gardens and enclosures by 
which I had to pass to assail me, but I passed through the shower without 
a sel'ious blow, though the clods sung by me on all sides. Having passed 
the village they pursued me into the open plain, throwing afte1· me with 

- all their might and using the most filthy expressions. Then they meanly 
attacked my horse and syce, and had I not run to her rescue she would 
soon have got loose from her keeper. They scampered as they saw me 
1·eturning, but followed again when I departed. In the four large villages 
which I have· visited to-day I saw not a single police-officer, though in 
those villages there must be several thousand JJeople. I feel disposed to 
complain to the magistrnte of the outrage, but with the specimen of law 
and justice before me, I should probably get no redress and so gil•e the 
people oppm·tunity to triumph. Not a book was taken. 

11th. The kanungoe of one of the villages told me to-day that they were 
uniting to petition the magist1·ate that my labours should be confined to 
the town of Cuttack, and that I should not be allowed to go about io the 
country. I recommended him by all means to try what could be <lone. 
Sonantana went once more to see his wife, but to-day she refused to se& 
him. Her friends have discovered thei1· place of meeting. Nothing 
the1·efore 1·emains _which he can do but to appeal his case before the com­
missio11e1·. l have been employed with people about my tent to-day, an1l 
many have heard what under the divine blessing is able to save their souls. 
Sebo is a valuable man. No person could contend with him. He reasons 
so cleady and with such fo1·ce that their mouths are closed. His Gooroo, 

" The Gowrnng pooja cannot be descl'ibed without grent violence to every feeling 
of decency and modesty, yet it oue:ht to be known. A woman is obtained aud 
beiug stripped no.11.ed she is plnccd on no eminence. There flesh and liquor are 
offe1·ed to her, the person officiating taking all sort of freedom. Then they 1111 
worship this object, and, afte1· entinl( and ill'inkiog till they are tlrnnk, tbe)· o.11 
hnve intercourse with the object of their worship, It is truly a deed of d1u·kuess, 
anti is perpetrnted in the night. In the mol'Ding the scene breaks up, and the 
worshippers seplll"ate. All classes mix in this worship, 
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an nge,I, fat., hlack, br11hn11m, has been to-dny, and he contended with 
him munfullr, The old man looked at his disciple ve1·y signific11ntly, but 
coul<l not unswe1· 11 word. 

12t11. As soon as the sun had in some measul'e gone down I made to 
Khundita lo examine mol'e pa .. ticularly the ground which has been made 
o,·er to us. The whole piece contains twenty acre~, and the1·e is a line of 
bazar houses in one corner. It will support several families. They will 
however require houses, bullocks, &c. One hundred and fifty rnpees or 
£1 S would build three houses and pul'chase two pai1· of bullocl<s, &c., hut 
how and .,-hence is this to be had ? There is building grnund, wells, &c. 
upon it. After sePing the ground we had a long discussion with about thirty 
people on the larg·e rnad till it was dark. No books we1·e receil•ed. I ft'el 
that for this time my 1:-ibours i:nust close in Ola~sa. The people hear badly, 
no hooks al'e taken, and my time may be more pl'ofitahly spent in another 
part of the ,•a.<;t field before me. The inquirers are frightened at the ruin 
attendant on embracing Christianity, and none appear stl'ong enough 
to break through their difficulties. I have therefo1·e concluded to leave 
Olassa to-morrow, 

c. LAOEY, 

IV.-The state of Missionary feeling in the father-land; an 
address delivered at the Monthly Missionary Prayer Meet­
ing at the Lal Bazar Chapel, on Monday evening, Ji'ebruary 
4th, 1839. By the Rev. JAMES KENNEDY. 

V\Te have met together for a most important object. If 
rightly apprehended by us it cannot fail to engage the fixed at­
tention of our souls. The mere act of approaching the throne 
of the Divine Majesty, is well fitted to banish listlessness, and 
to pervade the mind with serious feeling. Have we any 
knowledge of God and of ourselves, and can we lightly engage 
in an exercise so solemn ? If on any occasion the mind should 
be collected, and should fix itself with all its energy on one 
object, should it not be, when we address that great and holy 
being with whom we have to do ? And if one season of prayer 
be possessed of more thrilling interest than another, surely 
that season is, when the children of God assemble themselves 
for the special object of pouring out their souls for the entire 
overthrow of Satan's kingdom, and for the universal establish­
ment of Christ's kingdom in the world. When we meet to pre­
sent this petition, we meet for an object which cannot be deem­
ed too important, and which cannot have too exalted a place in 
our minds. How various and how strong should be the emo­
tions excited on an occasion like the present ! how sad, and 
yet how joyful ! The present state of the human race-the 
vast majority far from God, and degraded and curi,ed by sin­
God's authority trodden under foot, his glory tarnished, and 
his name dishonoured-millions enteriug the unseen world 
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1t11sanctific<l and unpardoned, having in themselves the elements 
of eternal woe~cternity stretching out before them, uncheered 
by the faintest ray of hope :-these scenes, so full of horror, and 
so fitted to overwhelm the mind, cannot faH to present them-­
selves, if we have any right conception of the object of our 
meeting. Blessed be God, these are not the only scenes which 
the present occasion ought to bring before us. There are 
scenes as pleasing and transporting, as those we have men­
tioned are gloomy and depressing. A Saviour provided-an 
atonement made, reflecting the highest honour on the Divine 
Government, and meeting man in the depths of his wretched­
ness and guilt-invitations published, announcing a complete 
salvation, and embracing all mankind-a Sanctifier sent, to 
subdue the stubbornness of men, and to induce compliance 
with Heaven's invitations-a goodly band restored to the divine 
image and favour-a deep and influential conviction spreading 
among them, that it is one of their highest and most sacred 
duties, to obey the divine command to make known what God 
has done for them, and to plead with others to accept his 
proffered mercy-some measure of success granted to their 
efforts in answer to their prayers-cheering symptoms of de­
cay and of approaching ruin in the syr,tems by which Satan has 
for ages kept millions in his chains-promises given of a 
world filled with the knowledge and the love of the Most Hio-h 
-the certainty of this triumph ove1· sin and misery declar~d 
and dwelt upon-heaven thrown open that we may see it filled 
with an innumerable company from our world, and that we 
may have some conception of their noble character, their digni­
fied employments, their eternal joys-God himself rejoicing 
over them, and glorified in them-all these scenes, so fitted 
to inspire us with bliss, rise up before us, as closely connected 
with om meeting. Let the woi-ld thiuk of such an occasion as 
it may, let us, my Chl"istian friends, be assured that it has a 
transcendant importance, and let us all have that solemnity of 
mind which so well becomes us. 

Prnfessing as we do a firn1 belief in the statements of revela­
tion, we have no reason to be ashamed of expressing and of 
feeling a sti·ong interest in the object for which we have as­
sembled ourselves. Let us look at the example of the world, 
and when we witness its zeal in cases of infinitely less moment, 
let us be ashamed of the dispropo1-tion which exists between 
the warmth of ou1· feeling, and the greatness of the object for 
which we have met. When a council is held to conce1·t plans 
fo1· advancing the temporal welfare of an empi1·e, 01· even of a 
prnvince, how much interest does it frequently gather around 
it I How anxious are men to learn the result! How much do 
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thev talk-how much do they think about the deliberations of 
1.mch an assembly ! ,ve have met, not to concet·t plans, but to 
act out a plan which heaven itself has concertf.d fot· advancing 
the spiritual and eternal welfare of om· race. We have not to 
do with an empire, but with mankind. We have not to do with 
the dying body, but with the undying soul. We have not to do 
merely with the well-being of man in this bt·ief and perishing 
world, but chiefly with his well-being throughout eternity. 
For the accomplishment of om· object, we are not left to the 
schemings of human wisdom, but we have fot· our guidance an 
unerring plan, on which is stamped the seal of heaven. We 
hare assembled ourselves to act out that part of the plan, by 
which we are required to pray that 'God's will may be done 
on earth, as it is in heann.' If_ we pray aright, om· success 
is not uncertain, for God has declared ' I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel to do it fo1· them.' Let me 
then again beseech you, to have impressed on your minds, the 
dignity and the importance of the present exercise. 

Besides engaging in direct prayer to God, on occasions like 
the present instruction is drawn from the word and the pro­
'{"idence of God to imbue the mind with devotional feeling, and 
to encourage and to stimulate us to increasing fervout· in prayer, 
and increasing vigour in action. This part has been devolved 
on me 011 the present occasion. Having very recently arrived 
in this country, and only a few months having elapsed 
since I left our dear native land, the subject which presents 
itself as most appropriate for me, is the state of Missionary 
feeling at home. 

There is a strong and growing attachment to the Mission­
ary cause. I believe the Missionary feeling was never so deep 
and general, and so much the fruit of principle as at present. 
It has not taken so firm a hold of the Christian public as it 
must take before the world is converted-it has not led to 
the efforts and sacrifices which the spiritual necessities of the 
world demand, but it is making rapid progress, and it pro­
mises to have at no distant period a sway ove1· the Christian 
mind, which !hall give it a zeal, and a perseverance which 
with God's blessing shall bring all the nations of the earth 
under the influence of divine truth. 

There is no subject which gets so much prominence in many 
of our best religious periodicals as the subject of missions to 
the Heathen, and there is no subject which receives more of 
their warm commendation, and of thei.t· efficient support. I 
wai:; delighted with several articles I read a short time before 
I left, manifesting a hearty attachment to the missionary cause, 
and an intense concern for the salvation of the world. When 
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periodicals give so much prominence to an object, it is surely 
a proof it is exciting no small degree of public attention. As 
the periodicals to which I have referred are the organs of re­
ligious communities, it is evident that through the various 
sections of the Christian church, a strong feeling is existing 
and spreading which is full of hope to our guilty world. The 
improved tone of feeling in works of this class regarding 
the evangelization of our race is very striking. The marked 
contrast between the attention given formerly to the mission­
ary enterprize, and the attention given now, cannot fail to be 
obse1·ved by those who have been for some years familiar with 
these publications. ThiS' improvement must be very gratifying 
to all who have the mind of Christ, and it deserves special 
notice in eve1·y account of the state of missionary feeling in 
the father-land. 

As might be expected from the fact which has been stated, 
Christian missions to the heathen are the subject of frequent 
conversation. When Christians meet together to spend two 
or three hours in the enjoyment of social intercourse (if I can 
judge of such seasons from those I have myself attended) there 
is no theme more frequently brought forward, and conversed 
about, than the duty, the practicability, and the unutterable 
importance of diffusing the knowledge of salvation to the ends 
of the ea1·th. For one to maintain that the time is not come 
to make efforts for the diffusion of Christianity, that the hea­
then are happy as they are, and that it would be a pity 
to disturb and to overthrow the settled order of things amongst 
them-for one to maintain such sentiments is generally and 
justly considered fatal to his claim to the possession of piety. 
These views, so fondly entertained, and zealously defended by 
nominal Christians fo1· many years, are fast disappearing even 
among them, and it is now by no means rare to hear the 
acknowledgment made by those who are sti-angers to the power 
of godliness, that missions to the heathen are highly praise­
worthy. Individuals are yet met, who maintain the unchristian 
sentiments we have mentioned, but their numbers are compa­
ratitely few, and are rapidly decreasing. By real and by no­
minal Christians, the acknowledgment is commonly made, that 
this is the w01·k of God, and that it is their duty to support it. 
Is not this favour, which God has given to this cause in the 
eyes of the people, an encouragement to hope that he is about 
to arise to bless it with g1·eat and hitherto unknown success ? 
God's people when conversing about the missionary enterprize, 
may differ in their. views regarding some of the plans which 
are adopted to diffuse the truth, but regarding the duty of 
iending the Gospel immediately to the heathen, and the awful 
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guilt contracted by withholding our helping hand, not a doubt 
i!!' expressed. The great principle is aYowed that it is the duty 
of the church to care for the world, that the church is cha1·ge­
able _with heavy guilt for having slumbered i;,o long, and for 
the h1~1ited and feeble efforts it is yet 111aldng, afte1· having 
been rn some measure aroused to discharge its high trust. 
Far be it from me to say that Christians at home are fully 
alive to their obligations to the world. A great change must 
be effected when this can be said with truth. Happy for them­
selves, and happy for the world shall the time be, when the 
people of God shall have all the zeal fo1· the divine honour, 
and all the pity for our perishing race, they ought to possess 
and to manifest. It is, however, very pleasing and animating 
to hear the healthy sentiments which a1·e often expressed re­
garding the evangelization of the heathen, as the exp1·ession of 
such sentiments is eminently fitted, by the blessing of God, to 
bring the mind into a state of fitness for the efforts and the 
sacrifices, which we have reason to think this work shall de­
mand, before it be accomplished. One great thing is done 
when the principle is avowed. From the avowal of it we may 
hope it may be acted upon, and may effect the desi1·ed good. 

,v e ha,e been speaking about the prominence given to 
Christian missions in conversation, and about the cordial ap­
probation of them which is generally expressed. Connected 
with this we may mention the eagerness with which in­
formation on this subject is sought by many. Two volumes 
have been recently published, which have been read by thou­
sands with the deepest interest. We refer to Williams' Nar­
rative of Missions in the South Seas, and to Medhurst's work 
on China. These works have been perused by many, ·who 
bad known \'ery little about the missionary enterprize, and 
the effects have been very beneficial. The particular fields of 
labour, of which these volumes treat in so interesting a manner, 
have been by them thrown open to the view of many, and the 
whole missionarv cause has received the benefit. Several in the 
highest ranks h;ve come forward in consequence of perusing 
these volumes, publicly to testify their attachment to this 
good work, and to give substantial proofs of their attachment, 
by contributing liberally for the support of the various mis­
sionary institutions. A short time after Mr. Williams had pub­
lished his volume, a nobleman sent him a letter thanking him 
for his excellent work, and enclosing an order to his banker 
for a large amount which he directed to be distributed among 
various missionary societies which he mentioned. This i_s a 
specimen of the good which has been done, not me1·ely to one 
missionary society, but to the missionary cause in general, and 
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not merely to missions in one part of the world, but to mis­
sions thrnughout the earth. Besides these volumes, com­
munications from missionaries who are yet in the field of 
labour, and from others who have returned home, have excited 
g1·eat attention, and have been attended by similar beneficial 
results. 

The consequence of this extended information, and this in­
c1·easing interest has been enlarged contributions. Christians 
are becoming more and more convinced that they are mere 
stewm·ds of God's property, and that they are guilty of rnbbing 
God, when in the disposal of the property he has given them, 
they do uot consult his will and seek the prnmotion of his 
glory. Theil· duty on this point has been clearly and forcibly 
stated to prnfessing Christians, and on thousands a very 
happy impression has been made. It is trne that selfishness 
in its various forms still pleads for what is due to the cause of 
God, arid that its pleadings are often heard above the divine 
command, and above the cries of a perishing world. Alas 
that it should be ! Alas that Chdstians should be so unlike 
their master ! Still we believe this dreadful sin of laying 
out on themselves wl:iat God has committed to them for 
the good of the wo1·lcl is now seen more than ever in its true 
characte1· by God's children, and many symptoms are dis­
cerned of an abhonence of the sin, and of a resolution by 
divine g1·ace to abandon it. The result is, the funds of mis­
sionary societies have improved grea.tly during the last few 
years. At the last anniversaries almost all societies for the 
diffusion of the Gospel showed a great increase in their income. 
Several had some thousands of pounds over the preceding 
year. We cannot say that right principle has prompted to 
all the conti·ibutions which have been made. Many have 
doubtless contributed in compliance with custom, and from 
a desire to avoid singularity. Some have probably given for 
the support of the missionary caui;;e under the influence of an 
excited feeling which had not for its elements l,>ve to God 
and love to man. Many are the improper motives through 
which many contributions have been made. Still we believe 
that a very large portion of the funds of missiona1·y Societies 
is the free-will offering of hearts devoted to the service of God, 
feeling their obligations to his grace, and longing to see his 
kingdom triumphant in the world. Is it not delightful to see 
the chil,Ji-en of God con,;;ecrating their silver and th~ir gold to 
the cause of Him to whom they owe their all? 

As the result of the enlarged income of missionary soci~­
ties, thei1· operations have been extended ; new missions have 
been formed ; old missions have been re-inforced; veteran 
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soldiers in the foreign service of the king of Zion have been 
cheered, their courage has been revived, and their faith has been 
strengtlwned, while those who lnn-e been the means of impai·t­
ing- to them this joy have themselves experienced a joy which 
de,·otedness to Christ's service alone can o-ive. 

It is "·orthy of remark that a great ~umber of auxiliary 
societies ha,·e been formed. In some parts of the countl'y, 
there is scarcely a congregation which has not its auxiliary in 
aid of some missionary society, and in those congTeo-ational 
social meetings, which ha,,e of late years been frequently held 
in ,·arious parts of om· natire land, in the addresses which have 
been delin'red, a prominence has been given to this good cause 
in some measure worthy of its excellence and importance. 

One thing more I must mention as encouraging. Many are 
anxious to devote theinselves to the p1·eaching of tlte Gospel 
among the heathen. Many have lately applied to be set apart 
to this work. There are not a few whose hearts God has dis­
posed for this service; who are ready to leave kindred and 
country, and to go far hence among the gentiles, to publish to 
them tidings of peace. To those who are preparing for the 
Christian ministry, Christian missions afford no common in­
terest, and the question of personal consecration to the work 
is often considered. Even from those who arrive at the con­
viction that it is their duty to remain at home, we may expect 
a hearty attachment to this cause, and those who arrive at the 
conviction that they ought to join the missiona1·y ranks we 
may hope to fiud good soldiers of Jesus Christ, who shall 'not 
count their lives dear to them so that they may finish-theii· 
course with joy, and the ministry which they receive of the 
Lord.' The spirit which prevails among the rising ministi·y is 
truly cheering, and should excite ardent gratitude in the 
breasts of all who love the prosperity of Zion. 

Above all, we hope there is an increasing measure of the 
spirit of prayer. We trust Christians are becoming more 
deeply impressed with the truth that it is 'not by might nor 
by power, but by the Spirit of God' that the regeneration of the 
world is to be accomplished. Would that this trnth took full 
possession of the mind ! Then and not till then shall we see 
glorious days-days of purity, and peace, and hope-Satan 
defeated, Christ's cause triumphant, and mankind saved. 
We do not see yet in Christians at home that entire depen­
dence on the divine blessing, and that unwearied and fervent 
and believing prayerfulness which is inseparably connected 
with great success. Still we believe that indications are not 
wanting of an increasing measure of trnst in the arm of God, 
-of that trust which above el'ery thing besides is required in, 
aB who take a part in this heavenly entel'prize. 
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Let us be thankful for the progressive zeal of the Christian 
community in our father-land. Let those of n~ who have 
given omsclves to the ministry of the Gospel among the hea­
then, he encouraged by the fact, that we have so many who 
follow us with their sympathies and prayers; who hohi'us up 
unceasingly in their supplications at the throne of the heaven­
Jy grace; who implore the Spirit of the living God to sustain 
and to succeed us in our worl<. Let us all, my Christian 
friends, be thankful for the missionary feeling which prevails 
amo11g our brethren, which has so promising an aspect to­
wards the world in general, and which regards India as one 
of its inost interesting spheres of labour. Let us pray that 
the Spirit of the living God may extend and strengthen this 
holy feeling; that he may give it a victory over selfishness; 
that he may by means of it remove those evils which afflict 
the church, impeding its usefulness, and marring its beauty; 
that he may give it the commanding eminence in the soul to 
which it is entitled, and may thus prompt to deeds of spiritual 
heroism, which shall put to flight Satan and his host, and in 
God's name effect the emancipation of the world. 

Is not the state of things in India encouraging ? Is it not 
a delightful fact that there are m·any Europeans in it who fear 
God, and call upon his name ? This is a subject which should 
never be refer1·ed to without exciting heartfelt gratitude. "\-Vhen 
those of us, who now come to this land of darkness to preach 
the Gospel, mingle with Christian friends, who can enter into 
our feelings, and cheer us on to our work, how thankful 
should \l'e be for the difference between us, and those who 
first landed on this shore as missionaries of the Cross ! There 
were none to welcome them to this land ; to sympathize with 
them in their mingled feelings when contemplating their 
arduous undertaking, and to bid them God-speed in the 
name of the Lord. How diffe1·ent are our ci1·cumstances ! 1"' e 
a1·e sunounded by Christian friends, of whose prayers and 
sympathies we are assured. We have the inestimable benefit 
of Christian fellowship which the first missionaries were denied. 
Let this difference excite our gratitude, and stimulate our zeal. 
V\' ell may we ' thank God, and take cournge.' 

Though our eyes are not blessed with seeing the succrss for 
which we pray and long, are there not many things iu the 
·present aspect of the native mind to cheer us with the hope of 
a great and glorious change? In what God has done, and in 
what he is doing in this land, do we not hear him speaking 
loudly to us, and is not 'Go forward' his command to all his 
people? 

My Christian friends, let us endeavour to realize our situa­
tion in this country. God has we trust called us by his grace, 
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and made us hdrs of glory. He has commanded us to 1·eflect 
the light which has shone II pon us. w· e are in a land of thick 
darkness. ,v e are called to be in our rnrious situations wit­
nesses for God among this heathen- and wicked people. Do 
TI·e bear a worthy testimony for him ? Do we in all our con­
duct manifest the pmity and the loveliness of the Christian 
character? Placed as we are in one of Satan's stl'Ongholds, do 
we keep up a faithful testimony against his usurpation, and do 
we employ all the means in our power to lead all around us to 
Ion and honour and obey the King of heaven ? Does the con­
stant spectacle of a people, whose moral sensibilities have 
been awfully blunted by an abominable system, who have for 
ages been in spiritual thraldom, transform us into a likeness to 
our divine Saviom, who was consumed by his zeal for his Fa­
ther's house? Let us examine ourselves. Does residence in a 
land like this where we are surrounded by the worshippers of 
dumb idols, and by the deluded followers of the false prophet, 
and where we cannot be a single day without coming in contact 
with them, awaken all 011r energies and make us zealous de­
fenders and propagators of the truth ? I appeal to those of 
you, my Christian friends, w~10 have been a number of years 
among this people. Christians at home are apt to suppose; 
that if they dwelt among the votaries of supe1·stition and ido­
latry, they could not be worldly-minded, and lukewarm in 
the cause of their master. They imagine that the view of a 
people worshipping the creature more thau the C1·eator; giv­
ing to senseless idols the worship and the honours due to God; 
re-relling in abominable wickedness under the very sanction 
of their religion, would fill them with zeal for the glory of 
their covenant God, would penetrate them with grief for the 
dishonour cast upon him, and would call forth their tenderest 
pity for the millions perishing around them. Christians at 
home are apt to suppose that these should necessarily be their 
sentiments, and that, having these feelings. they could not 
fail to be consistent and devoted. Have you, my Christian 
friends, found by experience these anticipations to be well 
founded ? Have you not rather found that residence among 
wretched idolaters has a tendency to weaken your abhorrence 
of their sins, and to deaden your apprehensions of their dan­
ger ? Has not an iutimate acquaintance with them a tendency 
to be injurious rather than beneficial to our spiritual welfare 1 
Our safety is in prayer, and watchfulness. Without the up­
holding arm of God, it is ce1·tain we shall not act worthy of 
the truth, and worthy of that holy name by which we are call­
ed. 0 then let us plead for ourselves, that amidst the moral 
pollution which meets us at every step, we may keep our ga1·­
ments undefiled-that we may be kept in the way of holiness-
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that our zeal may be ever activr, and onr pity ever tender. 
If we be holy, compassionate and diligent like onr Divine 
Master, how inexpressible shall be our own happiness, and 
how salutary an impression may we expect to be made on the 
minds of the heathen, and the Muhammadans with whom we 
come in contact ! ' God, even ou1· own God, shall bless us.' 
Let it be impressed on our minds that we are thus to be happy 
ourseh·es, and to do good to others, by our having a character 
resembling that of Christ, and let us never forget that we can­
not have this character in any other way than by habitual 
prayei-fulness. 

While prnying for ourselves and for all who love Jesus in 
this land, let m1 implore the divine blessing to attend the 
efforts which are making for the in-gathering of ' those who 
are out of the way.' There is nothing more apparent than that 
success to these efforts must come from God. Without his aid, 
we ' shall labour in vain, and spend our strength for nought.' 
The gospel may be faithfully and affectionately preached, and 
yet without God's blessing not a soul shall be converted. 
What do we then require above all things in India? Much is 
doing-in many ways the knowledge of the great salvation is 
being diffused; many thousands have a speculative acquain­
tance with the leading doctrines of Christianity. One thing, 
however, is lacking. We do not see an extensive reception of 
the truth. There are very few 'who believe the report.' The 
vast majority of those who have some knowledge of the doctrine 
which we preach, refuse to give it a place in theit· hearts, and 
continue to follow lying vanities. Is not this fact fraught 
with instruction ? Does it not teach us our weakness, and 
imp1·ess upon us the absolute necessity of the out-pouring of 
God's blesst>d Spirit? If he should descend, and sanctify all the 
knowledge which has been lodged in the minds of the inhabi­
tants of this city, what a glorious scene should be presently 
witnessed by us! What a shaking should there be among the 
dry bones ! What a vast number should be seen arising to the 
enjoyment of spiritual life, and of spiritual liberty! \Vhat a 
glorious band should stand forth as witnes,5es for the truth, 
willing to live, and willing to die for the sake of Jesus! ·what 
vigorous assaults should be made on the kingdom of Satan, 
and what signal victories should be gained ! How should the 
soldie1·s of the Crnss break forth on every side, and unde1· the 
command of theii· Captain make ii-resistible onsets 011 the king­
dom of darkness ! Well then might be said of Calcutta, what 
was saicl ofSania1·ia, when through Philip's p1·eachi11g it received 
the truth3 'The1·e was g1·eat joy in that city.' If all the know­
ledge of Christ which is possessed in India and thrnughout the 
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world were sanctified, how joyful should be our world ! 
'What a different aspect should the e:uth assume ! What 
gladness should prernil in the habitations of men ! God should 
be glorified and angels should l'ejoict>. We should immedi­
ately see the brightest and the best days which ou1· wodd 
ever knew. 

How desirable is it that the cause of God should pros­
per? Can any thing more desirable be conceived? Is it not 
desirable to see ' the wilderness and solitary place made glad, 
and the desert rejoicing and blossoming as the rose ?' Is 
it not desirable to see 'waters breaking out in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert?' Is it not desirable to see man 
rising from his degradation, emancipated from his chai11s, and 
enjoying spiritual freedom? Is it not desirable to see those 
goch,, ''"hose cruelty is a lie against the benevolence of the 
li\·ing God-whose limited iuflue11ce is a lie against his unive1·­
sal go\'ernment and his universal presence-whose impurity 
is a lie against his holiness,-cast away with abhorrence, and 
to see the true God enthroned in every heart ! Let us look 
at the bearings of such a change Oil God, on man, and on the 
whole intelligent univerEe-let us look at its bearings Oil time 
and on eternity, and let us be convinced that our wishes for 
its accomplishment cannot be too ardent. 

"l\" e are however u11able to effect such a change. We cannot 
by our own strength drive Satan from our own hearts. Afte1· 
he has lost that place in our souls which he has so unworthily 
occupied, we cannot without divine aid repel his efforts to gain 
his former seat. ,v e might as soon expect a spark to remain 
unextinguished on the bosom of the ocean as to expect the 
permanence of Chri~tian principle without the aid of heaven. 
If this be the case with those who are renewed in the spil'it of 
their mind, how uuable are we to deliver those who have ·tong 
been under Satan's bondage-whose understandings have been 
weakened, whose consciences have been seared, and, whose 
hearts have been polluted by devotedness to his service ! 

God is able and willing to effect the desired change. Is not 
his amazing love iu the gift of his Son, a proof of his willing­
ness to save the world ? ls not the atonement his Son has made 
sufficient for the spiritual necessities of the race ? Are not the 
invitations of the Gospel free as the air we breathe, and ex­
tensive as the bounds of the habitable earth ? Is not the Holy 
Spirit able to abase the proudest heart, and to melt the most 
stul,bom soul ? Are not the promises of the regeneration of 
mankind as explicit and as full, as can be desired ? Can any 
doubt then remain on our minds regarding the ability and the 
williugness of God to convert the world ? 
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Our path is plain. Let us plea<l with God day and night 
f01· the influences of his Spirit, to remove every obstacle 
which retards the advancement of the truth, and to effect a 
saving change in the hearts of men. Let mi never cease to of­
fer fervent and believing prayer for the progress of the Gospel, 
thus expressing our clepen<lence on the Most High, and giving 
to him the glory due to his name. Let us at the same time 
labour with all the energy we possess, thankful that God has 
called us to so g1·eat and so honourable a work, and that he 
has opened up so wide a field for the exercise of our principles. 
Let God's voice be heard by us in that affecting providence by 
which this city has suddenly lost one who has bren for many 
years ' a burning and a shining light.' By the death of om· 
brother Penney, God is calling upon us to do whatever our 
hands find to do with all our might-' to work while it is called 
day, knowing that the night cometh when no man can work.' 
He has been called away while fully engaged in his labours to 
the enjoyment of his rest. Let us follow him, and let us 'follow 
all thm,e who are now through faith and patience inheriting the 
promises.' Time is sho1·t and ve1·y uncertain. Much is to be 
done. Let us be active. Let out· eve1·y talent be consecrnted 
to our Master's se1·vice, and let us habitually seek the glory of 
God and the good of souls. Let us be ' steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we 
know our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.' Amen. 

V.-Education. 
[F.-om the Oriental Christian Spectator.] 

1.-THIRD ANNUAL ExAIIIINATION OF THI,) Gl!NERAL ABSEIIIBLY
0

8 INsT1. 

' TUTION IN BOMBAY, 

With II view to recol'd the progl'ess of education in this P1·esidency, 
when it is conducted on those principles, which, as Christian spectators, we 
decidedly apprnve; and in the hope that some practical hints may be 
furnished to the friends of this nil-important cause in districts of the 
country, as yet less favoured than our own, we insert the following ex­
tracts from the Bombay newspapers. 

The third annual examination of the General Assembly of the Chul'ch 
of Scotland's Institution at thi~ Presidency, took place on last Friday. 
The business of the day commenct->cl exactly at 11 o'clock, D1·. S,11yttan, 
M. D. i11 the Chair: and, while the infel'iol' classes wel'e being mustered 
and ,lismi~secl, we were ennhled, amid a very c1·owded audience. to ,lis. 
ti11g11i,h the following l'espected individuals-Col. Dickinson, Miss Die. 
ki11son, and Mi's. \Vemyss, Capt. and Mrs. Donelly, Sir R. Arlluth11ot, 
C. S., W. Frere, Esq. C. S., i\Jrs. Williams, N. Maltby, Esq., i\Iatlras 
C. S., the Mi~s~s Bayne, Capt. a111I Miss Sinclair, Capt. Grant. A1·cl11leaco11 
Jdfreys, W. Church. Esq., J. P. Lal'kins, Rsq., Ductol' and Mrs. Graham, 
t:upt. Cttudy, D. A. Eisdale, Esq., Doctor Mackie, the Reverend Mess1·i!. 

y 2 
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A lien :m,1 Boggs, Americ11n Mission, the Reverend J. Mitchell, Poona 
Doctor and l\h-,;. Stel'enson, &c. The youth of a gniat pol'tion of th~ 
pri11cip11l nati\'e familie~ ,nil'e also present; nnd ami(lst a very crowded 
a11die11ce of nati,·es we cou1'1 ohsern~ Mnlla llnslomjee, chief Parsee 
prit>st, Ma1111ckjee Cur~etjt>e. N,nnojee D0t·~hje<', 1\1:,nnckjee Cursetjoe, 
Surat, Mirza B11zurg, from Shin,z, &c. &c. The general a11µearn11ce of 
the scholars, from the varied colours presented, hy the dive1·sified costume, 
peculiar to their se,·ernl castes and countries, was very striking and 
picturesqur. Hern were youths from Persia, from :\luscat, from Zanzibar, 
from 1\ h~•~sinia, from Cabul, from the Ind11s, and from enry district be­
tween the delta of that ri,•er and Cape Comol'in, and all, apparently, high­
ly exhilarated ,md ardent, if we may jn<lge from theii· proficiency, in the 
pursuit of knowledge. The order in which the examination was pu1·sued 
with the sHer11I hranches of study, will be found below; and we may re­
mark that the exfict systematic method in which the whole of the proceed­
ings were cai-ried on, was, to us, extremely gratifying. The mino1· classes 
being dismi~sed, the spirit of the work then commenced; and out of the 
\'arious exercises in which a most creditable and prnise.worthy proficiency 
and scholastic attainment were cli~played hy the pupils, under a very rigid 
t-:icamination, we can only in this bl'ief survey, notice a few of the most 
important. 

After one of the scholars had recited, in a ,•cry humorous manner, the 
litigation between "nose t1nd eges," which most of ou1· readers will remem­
ber ha\'ing also done in their youth, the boys of the second and first classe11 
6Ustained an examination, relative to the definition, del'ivation, and ana­
lysis of sentences in English reading, "it h respect to their separate clauses 
of subject, predicate, &c.; in all which they e,·inced much readiness and 
forwardness. The histories of the rise :md fall of the several Asiatic 
rnonarchi,s, commencing from the day8 of Nimrod, were then gone over. 
The setti11g· up of tlie Persi"o empire by Cyrus; the usurpation of the 
Magi; the overthrow of the empire by the demigod Alexande1·; its resto­
ration under Ardaseer Babigau, were all ti·aced up even to minor details, 
in a mauuer that greatly sur'iirised us. The history of India, with its local 
geograpliy, was al~o gone over with great accuracy; and also the sacred 
geography of the Scriptures, with an account of the govern·ment, sects, 
and calamities, oJ the Jews. The shortness of time, ancl the demands of 
other important studies, made it necessary to abridge the examination of 
each class as much as possible ; but from the magnificent specimens which 
were set before us, we are assured that the pupils of this rwLle institution 
are adi-ancing r~pidly in idl those intellectual attaimnents which huma. 
nize the heart and ci,·ilize the h11hits. 

The classes whic', studied ornithology under Dr. ,vilson, aud " mental 
philosophy" under Rev. Mr. Nt>shit, acquitted them;elves with great 
credit. The various orders of the birds, dil'ided i11to thei1· respective 
tribes and fomiliEs, with their several characteristics and distinctions, we1·e 
detailed with n,uch perspicuity; and portions of essays wel'e l'ead showing 
fort!, tlie wisdom and goodness of God, as exhiLited in the organization of 
Lirds. One of these essays was the production of an Arme~1ia11 ·young 
man, connected with the institution, aud it certainly would have done 
credit to auy seminary in Britai11. The others were also exceedingly good 
and a11111si11g. '1 he Armenian, we speak ot; w11R examined in mathematics 
by a Per.,ian gentleman, aud he demonstrated, in Pel'siau, the 47th jll'O­
position of Euclid in a ma1111er which recalled to mi11d the learned days of 
Alma11zur. Ju tl,e theological examination, we heard the distinction 
betwee11 tl1e " 111"gument11. u pi·iori and "pf/Blerio1·i " laid down with great 
e.imctness; the lawij of m11tte1· and mind, with th1J severnl ethic.II duties 
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l,lelong-ing to mnn, were aJgo tre11tecl of; ancl in fact the handsome and 
~chol,11·.like rnan11er m which each successive branch of study was 
hamlled, te11clecl more strongly to impress us with the truth of the Chair-
1111111•~ remnrl,, that the institution wns an honor, not only to its venerable 
founde1·s, but to lnrlia, and, particularly, to Bombay. 

"re have omitteil to make mention of ~orne elegant exhibitions of pPn­
manship in the native languages, and of a profusion of translation from 
the E11~lish into viirious vernacula1· ton~ues-a hranch of instruction which 
to us appears very important, an,I to which much attention bas evidently 
~een rlirectecl. We were gratified to see so great a number of native 
gentlemen present; and we un<lerstanrl that apologies were received from 
11ome of the most eminent of them. The Honorahle the Governor, along 
with 11n apology for his absence, sent., with his usual unbounded l,berality, 
a donation of five hnndrerl rupees for the benefit of the institution. 

The routine of tlu, examination being conclude<l, the Chairman rose and 
said-

" Now that the business of the day is nearly brought to a close, you will 
aU, I think, be inclined to agree with me, that iu what has passe,l befo1·e 
us the1·e is strong ground for congratulation. ,v e may congra111late those 
who have so wisely planned und superintended the system a11<l measures 
pursued in this institution, and also lhe subordinates who have so ably 
discharged their duties, because their labour~ have yielde,l 80 much fruit. 
We may congratulate the youths themselves who ha\'C su larg<'ly partici­
pated in the benefits of the institution. \Ve may cong1·at11late every well­
wisher to his fellow.creatures because there is here an efficient in,trn­
rneut of so much moral good,-for Bombay in particular, hut also for all 
India. This is a means wdl calculated indeed to promote the lwppiness 
of he1· sons, hoth for time ancl eternity, and lo advance her tu th~ hi,\{he,t 
1·ank in the scale of civilized nati,ms. • Thi,·ty y.-ars ago, wi,eu I fir,;t 'came 
to ludia, and iudeed in the t'Xisting state of thing, for many ye"rs after, 
no one coul<l have im,1gi11ed such a pleasing scene as we now witnes,. Britain 
would seem, in times past. to ha\'e acted the pa1·t of a harsh and partial 
step-mothe1· to India. Now, in tlrn happy cha11ge of the spirit of the times. 
she extends to her the privileges of her own cherished children. Nay, she 
eveu goes beyond this, fu1· wht.>re will you fin,l in Great Britain the bless­
ing of so higli and complete an iustitutiun ~s this, grntuitou1Jly offered to 
1111 ranks and denomiuations of its inhabitant,; alike. An all-wise 11nd 
over.ruling Providence has given India to Great Britain, and extended 
J,e1· conquests, even in opposition to her profes;ed wishes, and, no doubt, 
for some great ancl good purpose. ,v e cannot surely be opposing the 
designs of II heneficent God in thus seeking to advance the moral and 
social condition of its inhabitants. 

" In the prngress of conquest, some infliction of 8Uliering and of wrong 
, may he unavoi<lable, hnt in the intrnduction of such institutions as this, 
there is much of a redeeming quality; for even the injurious effects of 
conquest may he mitigated, when it canies to benighted natives ~uch bless­
ings in its train. Let us then per,;Jyere. By so doing- we shall be fullill­
i11g ou1· duty as men and as Christians, and ludia "ill be gratt'ful. l am 
glad to perceive, from the large and respectable atte11da11ce here this day, 
that an occasion like this proves so attracti~·e. I ha\·e heen nquest<'d to 
mention that our wo.-thy Governor has expres;ed, hy note, his n~gret at 
being unable to attt'nd, and given at the same time an unt'quivocal proof 
of the interest he takes in thtl prngress of the institution, liy acl'ompany­
i11g his 11pology with the libernl donation of live liuruh·e,l rnpells for the 
geueral objects of the seminary. The Hon. Mr. Dunlop has also intimated 
that iudisposition alone bus prevented lii11 lieiug l)l"llij~llt, Frnmj~e Cowi\11-



166 Education. 

jet', Esq. and several other nath·e gf'ntlemen, some of the younger members 
of whom are now present, have likt>wi~e apologized fo1· theit- absence," 

The Rev. Dr. \Vilson tht'n add1·essed the Meeting in substance 11a 
follows-

,, A~ thf' _business of this day requires no farther explanation than hna 
b~e~ gn·en m the co111·se of the examinations, I sh111l content myself with 
giving a few necessary notices connected with the pl'llctical m·rnngementa 
of the i11stit11tion. 

'' Then• are at present 280 pupil.f who regularly attend this seminR1•y, 
Of these 17 helong to tht> upper, or college division; and ~63 to the lowe1·, 
or school rli,·ision. I II the college rlil'ision, we have severnl pa1·tial stu. 
dents wbo altenrl onP or more of the classrs, while they engage in business 
durmg the gTeater part of the d:,y. Had our accommodations been more 
ext .. usi,·t> tl,;1u tht>y are, on1· numbers, I douht not, would have been great. 
er tl,a11 thost> of which we have to report. \Ve ha1•e severely fr,It ou1· want 
of room; hut we ;irt> hopeful that in a short time we shall have all the 
place which we require. The Committee of the G .. nernl Assembly have 
most genPrously ,·uteri us the sum of three thousaftd pound~ sterling, and 
that at a time whe11 they had no great funds at theil- disposal, as a contri. 
bution tcward the erection uf a public edifice; nnd ou1· friends in India 
ha1·e evinced a similar liberality by already subscribing for the same object 
about se1·enteen thousand 1·upees, a sum so little short of what we 1·equil-e, 
th,H I cannot doubt tlrnt our w11nts will in due time be all supplied. The 
Go\'ernment, sensible of the benefits which we confer on the community, 
will, we trust, prm•ide an appropriate site for our buildings. 

•· I last year noticed the division of the institution, with a view to its 
accomplishment of the objects both of a school and a college. The an·ange. 
meut was in the first in~t~nce made on my own responsibility, though of 
course with a perfect knowledge of the fact, that it was in no degree 
incompatible "·ith the views of my constituents; and I have received 
from the convener of the Assembly's Committee, (D1·. Brunton) the most 
express approbation of the plan on which I acted. The result, as fat· it is 
apparent, has in real beneficialness equalled all our expectations. Fo1· the 
bigher dt>partment of our ll"Ork we have been able to draw material, not 
only from our own school, hut from every similar seminary in this place, 
and particularly from the schools of the best pril•ate teachers. Ou1· use. 
fulness has been consequently greatly extended. We wish it to be known 
that we are williug to receive from auy quarter students of prope1· qualifi. 
cationR. 

" With regard to the agency of the institution I would observe, that we 
l1ave recei,•e<I a most important ;iccession in the pe1·son of the Rev, Mr. 
Murray Mitchell, who has just arrived from Europe, and who, in addition 
to !,is otl,er duties as a labourer in this field, will receire special charge of 
the mathematical and physical departments. I think it 1·1ght and proper 
to expn·ss the gratitude which we feel to P1·ovidence for directing u~ to 
such a hie ,rnd competent teache1·s of the school division, as those who 11re 
engaged ,,nd co1111ected with it, and particulal'iy Messrs. Smith and 
Le~ke,•, wbose appearauce this day must have made a deep impres~ion on 
llwse ·wl,o ha,·e witue"ePd them. I belie1•e that they are all actuate,l by 
those i;acred n,otil'e~ which ~o well become 11 ;;emiuary of this nature; 1111d 
that they will enjoy thll sympathy of ma11y a Christiau hem·t when it is 
l111ow11 that they /Ire contented here to exercise their tale11ts aud attaiu• 
ments for a remuneratio11 far llelow what they would 1·eceive iu mauy 11itu. 
11tw11~ which they could easil_1• occupy. 

"The ~11~tem which we here attempt to pursue, is now so well under. 
ltuud aud ~enerally appruved, that it is unnec.es~ai·y to m11ke ,my p11rticu. 



1839.] Education·. 

la1· statement respecting it; It hns attracted pupils from a great distance. 
The more that come to UR from the provinces, I would say, when allud. 
inir to this fact, so much the better, and for this very plain reason: they 
will pl'ove, when properly trained and instructed, the most effective ageuh 
in the illumination of their native districts when they return to them. Too 
much h.id been expected from, and now unreasonable disappointment was 
felt with, the youth of the pl'esidencies who had procPede<i as teachers into 
the intel'ior, am\ who, it ought to have been seen, could Rcarcely he sup­
posed to be suddenly ap11reciated by persons of strange tribes, and strange 
rnannel's, and who themselves had no few difficulties in the way of accom. 
rnodating their procedure to the circumstances in which they found them. 
selves when 1·emote from their parents and corrnexions, and the sympathy 
of their instructors and theil' companions in study. 

" During the past yeal' an accession had been ma,Je to the numher of 
students in lhe college division who are c1111did11tea for mi.r.rionary labour. 
This is a cil'cumstance demanding the fervent gratitude of all who lung 
for the regeneration of this great country ; and who know that its own 
children, when duly prepared hy human culture and divine teaching, must 
be the most effective instruments in preaching the doctrine of reconcilia­
tion throughout the length and hrea,lth of the land. 

'' fhe confidence which the natives repose in us has heen tested hy some 
liberal subscriptions to ou1· huilding fund, and by their having macle, in 
some instances, a small payment as an acknowleclgment of the henefitsi 
which we confe1· on their children. I cannot hut view it as an unfortunate 
circumstance for the advancement of education in India, that it is not only 
pressed gratuitously on those who are ahle and willing to pay fo1· it; but 
that scholm·ships in great numbers have heen founded for the attraction of 
many who stand in no particula1· need of support, and whose talents give 
them no special claim to its reception. J say.not this from a jealous feel. 
ing toward the institutions which have gene1·ated the evil to which I refer; 
nnd I say it without objecting to remunerating monitors fur their services 
in aiding in the work of instruction. 

"But 1 must conclude. \Vhat. we are most anxio1111 to receive from 
you all, is the benefit of yo111· prayers, for we are conscious that we are 
entirely dependent on the Divine blessing. 1 hope that many of you will 
bear this in mind; and that you will remember this infant but promising 
semirn,ry in you1· intercessions at a throne of grace." 

After praye1· by the Reverend l\fr. Mitchell, of Puna, the Meeting 
broke up. 

2,-EXAJIIINATION OF THE AsSEl\lBLY
0

S ScROOL AT FoRT GLOUCE8rER, 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR SIRS, 

Conceiving it may be gratifying to many of your readers, who take nn 
interest in Mission Schools gene1·ally, I be!' to forward you a fe,v memo. 
randa of an examination of the School at Fort Gloucester maint11ine1I in 
connexion with the Scottish Mission Establishment in Cornwallis, Square, 
held 011 Thul'sday the 7th curl'ent. The Rev. Messrs. Morton nnd Piffard 
of the London Missional'y Society conducted the examination, having been 
invited fol' that purpose to accompany the Rev. D. Ewart or the Assem. 
hly's Mission to Fort Gloucester. The number of pupils on the lists is 
thi1·ty-six, of whom thit·ty-fou1· were present. There are five classes con­
taini11g respectively eight, four, seven, ten, and seven l11ds. The first 
class we1·e examined in the first thi1·ty-th1·ee page, of Marshman's History 
of ladia, Lennie'B English Grammar, to page l l2, Clift's Geography of 
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Europe and Asia, and Arithmf'tic to Rf'duction. The eecorul class in 
Clift's Geo~r,.phy of Asia, the first 78 pages of McCulloch's E1111,lish 
Grnm11111r, A rilhmetic 11~ far 11s Multiplication, and the whole of the English 
Instructor, No. 3. The othe1· classes in the Instructors No~. :J, 2, and 1 
:-espt'cti,· .. ly. 

The School is t11u!l,'ht by a nativP, who wn~ himself brought up in the 
Assemhly'8 School und,•r Messr8. Duff, Mack11y and Ell'art; it has nlso 
enjoyt'd the >111'-antage of frt>quent examination by Charles Orr, Esq, 
tht> surerintendant of thP Gloucpster Mills who resides on the spot, 
and who t~kPs II dHp interest in the prng1·ess of the boys. Two.thirds 
of the expense of the School are contributed hy the proprieto1·s of the 
Mills, the remainder is ,lra"·n from the i\·Jis~ion Funds-an a1·1·angement, 
as creditable to the philanthropic and liber11l views of the former 
p~rties, as it i~ ad,·antageous to the pupils, to whom it secures the permn. 
nent oversight of the Assemhlv's able and excellent missionaries. These 
gentlemen frequently visit Fort Gloucester by whose watchful care, 
in conjunction with the very praise-worthy efforts of the native teacher, 
and the local encom·agement of Mr. Orr, the School has been hrought 
to its present prosperous condition. Repeated changes of masters, we 
understood, and one long interval in which the School was entirely broken 
up, bad greatly reta1·ded the progress of the boys; they are now, however, 
making rapid advances towards a ,·ery respect1<ble proficiency. Their Eng. 
lish pronunciation, in particular, is singularly distinct and co1·rect. Many 
of them read with great care and propriety. The chief defect apparent ia 
one too generally prevailing; namely, an ad lite1·am mode of translating 
from English into the vernacular, similar to the vei·batim et literatim 
practice formerly in use in our Latin Schools at home; one more injurious 
however to the pupils, as pre,·enting them from acquiring the powe1· of free 
and idiomatical rendering, cannot be named. In trnnslating from English 
into Bengali it proves especially so ; as occasioning not only a defect of 
verbal accuracy of a barbarous and uni1liomatical character, hut also num. 
berless inversions of the vernacular idiom in accommodation to the order 
of Enl('lish sentences. The interlinear ve1·batim renderings into so.called 
Bengali, in the English Instructors of the School-Book Society a1·e deserv. 
ing of the severest reprobation, and ought at once to be discarded, as greatly 
contributing to ket•p up and extend so vicious a mode of tuition, to the 
prevalence of which is largely to be attributed the strange inefficiency of 
m:my young nati1·es in their own vernacular tongue, who yet read and w1·ite 
E11glish ,·ery respectably indeed. The g1·eat object of our Schools should 
assuredlv he to qualify the comparatively small number who can ever exten. 
sfrely p1:ofit by Lhem, for transferring into their own tongue, fo1· _tlie bene­
fit of the mass of their countrymen, those extended views der11•ed from 
tlie studv of true science ancl European literature generally, by which the 
mental :~nd moral improvement of the nati,•es of India iij to he effected. It 
is utterlr futile to look for the accomp lish111e11t of this great object in any 
other way. ,vhateve1· therefore gives to a small fraction of the natives 11 

certain modicum, or, if yuu will, even a some"hat extensive acquaintance 
with E.-ropeau science and literature in all its brnuches, hut at the same 
time fosters the self-conceit of foreign attai11111ent, and indisposes or unfits 
them for m;cking a true an,1 liberal use, for the national advautage, of their 
personal stores of kn~wled"l' e, is evidently co11ferri111f no_ g_eneral !iene~t 
on the natives of Indrn, whilst often dorng extreme 1111sclu<'I to the rnd1v1. 
duals so circumst~nced. ,v e were delighted to find the Scottish Mission 
School distinctly aiming at the very ohject we are 1101v contemplating; 
and have reason to know that the error we detected and have pointed out 
above, will be corrected and guarded against in future. 
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It iR grRtlfylng in no ordinary degree to witness the extension of the 
be11efitM of II truly libernl education. In R lonely spot, in a manner, like 
Fort Glouce;;tel' for instance, to find the eagerness of comme1·cial and 
m1111ufucturing e11terpl'ize associated with a philanthropic and truly Chris­
tinn zeal to hless the surrounding youth, chiefly the children of those 
employe,I in the establi~hment, with education and moral instruction, is a 
most ctrnsolatory proof, amidst the many discouragements yet existing, 
that kuowled~e is extending; knowledge, too, accompanied as it ever must 
be, to 11rove a r1111l blessing, with the regulating power of religious princi­
ple. Here, while these privileged youths are acquiring correct and very 
extensive information in trne Geography, History, &c., they are drink­
ing in also the ennobling truths of our divine Christianity, not forced 
upon their acce11tance hut simply laid before them as parts of the circle of 
European iufurmntion, and left to work their own way by their own 
intl'iu,ic power alone. It was really surprizing to the examiners ho1v 
large and 11ccurnte an acquai11t11.11ce had heen obtained by the boys of 
Fo,rt Gloucester with Scriptnrt! History, both of the Old and New Testa­
ments. A new era is unquestiouably commencing in which the countless 
millions of Asia are to be raised to the enjoyment of all the blessings 
derh•able from knowledge g11arde<l and sanctified and animatecl by Chris­
tianity. To this our efforts, to this ou1· expectations point; already those 
are proving efficient, unde1· a divine blessing, and these thereby sustained 
in their largest expansion, al'e l'e-acting to stimulate to daily inc1·easing 
efforts in the cause of truth and virtue, to the glory of God and the 
happiness of fallen but regene1·ated man. 

At the close of tho 11bol'e examination a numbe1· of suitable prizes were 
distributed to the most deserving of the pupils, among whom may be named 
the two senior of the first class, Ped Mohan Bhos, :rn<l Madhah Chan­
dra Ghosh. The whole of the lads seemed highly delighted with the no­
tice taken oftheil· diligence and general good conduct; and in the stimulus 
to future effort at excellence both in attainment and behaviour, consists 
indeed the chief advantage, aftel' a knowledge of the actual state of educa­
tion by the conrl11ctor~ of such establishments, al'ising from frequent 
examinations of them. 

I am, Dear Sirs, Yours, &c. 
C1NSURENSIS. 

3.-RblPORT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S ENGLISH SceOOL AT Pu'NA, 
FOR 1838. 

Thie School still continues to advance the important ohject, for which it 
wns estoblished, tJ1 e promotion of 1·eligious and genernl knowledge. Many 
ttt1ntlemPn have tlone me the fuvor of visiting it during the year, and 
have uniformly expressed themselves pleased with the system of teaching 
pu1·s11ed, with the studies, and the progress of the pupils. 

It is only nin11 months ~i11ce I had the second annual examination. I 
have been induced to make a change in the time, as this Sllason is on 
11everal accounts the mol'e convenieut. 

It will he 11lle11 from the above list of classes, that the number of bovs 
ln attendance i~ now 9'2. This was exactly the number on the list at ti1e 
time of the exami1rntion. Several of the best boys have, however, during 
the year, removed from thll station, 01· have g-011e into service; so that 
those who have benefited, less or more, by the school, considerably ex­
ceed one hundreil. The attendance has on the whole been good; hut i~ 
is my intention, when the school meets again on the 1st J auuary, 1839, 
after a short vacation, which has now been g-ranted, pl'incipally for the 
health of the teachers, to adopt a new pl'iuciple :-the payment of 8 
1mall sum by e11ch boy as e11ti·y money, which payment will be requi1·ed 
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to be repeated e,•ery time that he remains absent without leave for more 
than a short period, which will be specified. Heretofore no charge what-· 
e,·er, except for books has been made on the scholars. 

Mr. Maimrnrinir, the Chaplain of the station, who kindly occupied 
the chair on the day of the examination, in rllf Prence to it, says, "My 
dear Mr. Mitchell, I regret that there were so few of the supporters of 
your English school present on Friday, to hear the excellent examination 
which your scholars afforded. Their proficiency was the cause of much 
g.-atificalion to me, as it must be to every one who is interested in th~ -
p1·omotion of education among the inhabitants of this country. '1 he 
reading of the cbsses examined, was most conect in all respects; and 
their progress and answe1·s in Geogrnphy, History, &c. &c. were most 
creditable to themseh•es, and the institution in which they have been 
able to obtain such nseful knowledg·e. I have much pleasu1·e in giving 
this testimonv to your most useful establishm1int at this station, and 
beliern me, • • 

"Sincerely yours, 
'' Poona, Dec. 10th. (Signed) "Enwn. MAINWARING." 

During the year, I have had the pleasure of receiving a donation of 
school books, maps, globes, &c. from the General Assembly's Committee 
for Foreign Missions, which has been of the greatest consequence fo1· the 
efficiency of our labours ; but otherwise the school has been, and still is, 
entirely dependent for support on the liberality of the Indian public. 
I hope, however, that as the General Assembly's fund increases, I shall 
recei,-e more abnndant, and stated aid. 

The school is entirely under my own superintendence, and, when at 
home, I spend in it daily a considerable time instructing the higher 
classes. Mr. Taylor, the teacl,er unde1· me, aided by two monitors, con­
ducts the school during the part of the day, when my other duties pre­
vent my attendance. I have every reason to be satisfied with the zeal 
and diligence of Mr. Taylor, "'hose labours are most unremitted. 

JAnlES MITCHliLI,, 

Dec. 14-th, 1838. Missionary, Church of Scotland. 

VI.-Australia.-2. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR SIRS, 
In proceeding Jo complete the outline of a few papers on Australia, my 

present object is to view this territory, in the character of a penal settle­
ment. By this survey we shall be able iu some measu1·e to appreciate the 
merits of the tmnsportation system, and to discover whether 01· not it has 
Jlromoted the real welfare of the colony, and of the mother-country. 
The prominence which this system demands, in the opinion of the writer, 
in the present series of papers, arises from the fact, that for several suc-· 
cessi,·e years, the suhject of transportation has engaged the attention, and 
engrossed tl,e energies of not a few persons, distinguished in the annals of 
B1·itish History, as philanthropists and statesmen. In order to make, on 
an extensive scale, this important expe1·iment, and to execute a plan, in 
which the temporal and eternal iuterests of millions have been involved, 
the Briti,h legislature, selected the south-east coast of New Holland. On 
these shores for the Ja,;t half ceutury the scheme has been fully developed, 
during which period it has as,;urned different aspects, and possessed various 
characteristics. 

The history of New South Wales as a penal settlement, may not impro­
perly be divided into three eras, under each of which the Governmen~ -
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has sustained a ,lislinct character, 11ml been considerably morlified by public 
opinio11. The first of these eras, which continued about twenty years, 'Na, 

emphatically a reign of terror, under it8 sway some of the worst prin­
ciples of our fallen nature were exhibited, and the most alarming practices 
indulged in. 

To form this penal Aettlement, a fleet consisting of eleven ve,,eh em­
barked from the shores of Britain, and at length anchored in safety in 
Sydney cove. They contained I believe,al>out five thousand prisoner~,besides 
troops, and some civil servants. On the landing of the men they were 
employed in felling timbe1·, and clearing ground fo,· agricultural pur­
poses; in erecting public buildings for the civil and military departments, 
and in providing huts for their own accommodation. The second fleet, 
the vessels of which were laden with government stores, to supply the 
necessities of the infant settlement, was wrecked, if I mistake not, neal' 
the coast ofNe1v Holland. This catastrophe was followed by consequences 
of the most appalling description. In a short time, famine, disease, 
and murder, reduced the establishment to one-half of its original numher. 

The manner in which murder was perpetrated requires a mo1·e particular 
account. To prevent some of the inconveniences of a scarcity of provi­
sions, the following expe,lient was adoptecl by the overoeer. \Vhile the pri­
soners were emplored in moving heavy logs of timlier, the overseer of the 
gang, would cali from the line, one after another the athletic men, leav. 
ing such as we1·e enfeebled by sickness, to be crushed to death, unde1· the 
ponderous load of the falling trees. At this period of the penal hiotory 
of this fair country it was no uncommon occurrence for the overseers to kill 
with their pike-staffs the sickly men committed to their charge. These 
facts, at the recital of which humanity shudders, I have received from eye­
witnesses. These inhuman practices, indeed, obtained so much notoriety 
that they have been narrnted to me with the minutest detail in different 
pai·ts of the colony, ancl by persons of veracity. 

From a settlement founded under such auspices, and whose virgin soil 
was saturated with ,human blood, shed without provocation, and by persons 
invested with authority, what prospe1·ity could have been anticipated. The 
11ubordinate authorities, whose conduct was, at least tolerated, by thei1· 
superiors, instead of being the dispensers of justice, committed with impu­
nity crimes, which are perpetrnted only by savages, 01· by the monsters of 
civilized society, aOll which by human and divine law are deemed dese1·ving 
of the severest punishment. Men whose hands were stained with blood, and 
-who were familiarize1l to the perpetration of murde1·, would be prepared 
to commit any crime that would gratify thei1· avarice, theil· lust, or ambi­
·tion. Hence no means we1·e unemployed to accumulllte wealth, to indulge 
in sensuality, and to acquire power. The unhappy convicts, who ought 
to have been in a situation calculated to reform their vicious habits, and 
to elevate theil· character, were either the victims, or the instruments of 
the worst species of ty1·anny. 

The depraved propensities of the pl'isoners, and the influence of the 
arbitrnry and cruel government unde1· which they were placed, induced 
many of them to abscond from the settlements, and to form themselves 

• into banditti. These received the appellation of Bush-rangers, and so nu. 
merous have been their depredations, so extensively injurious their intlu­

. ence, so complicated and heinous their crimes, and so successful the career 
•of the most daring, that till within the last fe1v yea:·~, they were the conti­
nual scou1·ge of the territory. Many of the captured outlaws who had in­
fested the colony more recently I have seen, and conversed with ; prnyed 
with them, nncl p1·eached to them. Here also it is worthy of remark, that 

• in assemblies of eight hundred reconvicted felons, many of whom had 
been for years successful bush-rangers, and who 1lul'ing their ca1·eer, hatl 

z 2 
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lived by plunder, 11nd hRd become familiar with the wnl'et crimeR 
tl_,e_ greates~ decornm in gene_ral p_l'eva,iled ; the devotional p111'ts of 
d1n11e sel'nce were t>ngnged m with rnte!'est ; the pt·enching of the 
Gospel was li~tened to with earnest attention; 11bout three hunclnid 
,·oluntarily attt>nded Sahhath-school instruction ; aml II considernhle num. 
ber 1m:embled fol' social prayer. 

But to return to out· histol'ic11l sketch of the Penal settlement of Aus. 
trnlia: Subsequent arrirnls of prisoners, in the Po,·t of Sydney, not only 
supplied the place of the unfortunate men, who by famine, nnd violence, 
had found an untimely gl'ave, hut in a few year~ the number of the con. 
victs bl'came increased so much, ns to be more than sufficient to supply the 
rlemands of l11hour at the Government estnblishments. By this time 
l!ome of the original ci vii 1md military officers, had become possessed of 
Janel ed property and he!'ds of cattle; and in addition, n few of the first 
settlers lrnd acquired considerable wealth. Under these circumstances 
the supreme ~m·ernment, with a view to lessen the annual de111a11ds fron: 
the military ch~~t: .to promote the growth, and pl'Osperity of the colony; 
to reward their fmthful sel'l'ants, aml to encourage em;g,·11tion per­
mitted the surplus of home servants, to he employed on pri vat: esta. 
blishments, for the benefit of the pl'Oprieto1·s. This .measure o·ave 
rise to what is called the a.<·signment system, which has in no s~nall 
degree, 11ffected the general character of the inhabitants of New South 
Wales. 

This arrangement, which, by the British government, was designed to 
relie,·e the parent state, and to atll'ance the interests of the colony, 
was made suhservient to the pecuniary advantage of unpriucipled 
officials. To those individuals, who without 1·eluctance, we1·e disposed 
to employ the most dishonorable means to amass 1·icl1es, the assignlllent 
system presented a temptation too powerful to be resisted. Hithe1·to 
their dishonorable practices had been conducted on a comparatively small 
scale, because the want of private servants, p1·eventecl the use of tltose 
means, which now became available. To en,ct town and counh·y resi. 
dences, for persons in some cases as criminal as many of the exiled folous, 
the best mechanics, building materials, and public stores, were appro .. 
priated; to supply them with a stock of cattle, the government herds were 
not spar-ed; and to secure to them an agricultural estaulishmeut, the finest 
allu,·ial soil was put under tilb1ge. Men, whose priuciples prompted 
them to treat the government in such a manner would feel but little 
inclination, unle~s from self-interest, to tl'eat with lcindnesR, Ol' even 
with liumanity their assigned servants. Dul'ing this period of the penal 
hi~tory, most of those entrusted with convicts, were eithe,· rn11gis. 
trates, or invested with authol'ity, equal to a justice of the peace. The 
commission therefore, of a real or an imaginary offence suhjected the 
accused to' the infliction of corporal punishment, which the magistrate 
possessed disc1·etionary the powe1· to inflict, at least to the amount of 
three hundred lashes. This power was often exercised, and much abused. 
1''rorn the abuse of this authority numero.us evils resulted ; and among 
the most pernicioue, the numbe1· of bush-rangers increased, and their 
conduct became more atrocious. Indeed the al'uitrary and irresponsible 
pow.-r used with so much tyranny and inl1umanity, prompted men of 
opposite characters to take the bush. Some whose general conduct had 
been commendable, were driven to take that despel'ate course through 
the cruel treatU1ent received from theil' maste1·s : and others, to whom 
such a career of crime was congenial to their previous habits, employed 
tliis tyrannical slate of things, to justify their rh1ring outl'ages, Jn thi1 
paper there have heen exhibited some features of the first part of the 
venal history of New ·south W alee; in the next n11mbe1· of this perir,di-
cal, the 1:,ubject may be coutinucd. Yours, &c. 
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REVIEW. 

Ma1·shrnan's Histor,y of' Btngal. 
We ought, before now, to have called the attention of our readers 

to this new work by Mr. Marshman. It is a fresh proof of the 
assiduity of the author, of his extensive acquaintance with the affairs of 
this country, and of his ability to become, upon a much larger scale, 
the Historian of India, The present work, like its precursors in the 
same department. of authorship, has been compiled for the u~e of the 
rising generation. In the paucity of suitable school-books for those 
who have made some little progress in the study of the English tongue, 
we have great pleasure in welcoming so respectable an addition to our 
scanty stock; and we trust that the reception which this little work may 
meet with, from the friends of education, will encourage the author to 
prosecute his labours in this department of literature. We long to see 
completed his history of India, the first part of which has been in our 

, hands for more than two years. Nothing, short of a saving knowledge 
of Divine things, is of more importance to the young natives of this 
country, as they advance in the acquisition of souod knowledge, than 
the facts of real history exhibited before their minds in the plain 
uovarnished colours of simple truth. And of all history the authentic 
annals of their own country are not the least important. The youth are 
accustomed, from their infancy, to hear nothing concerning the bygone 
periods of man's history, save the high-coloured and extravagant fictions 
of their own mythology. It is well to accustom them early to measure 
these monstrous fables by the standard of sober truth and common 
sense. It is well to prepare them for perceiving the boundary line, 
which separates the known from the unknown in their country's 
archives, and for casting off the yoke which has enslaved their nation, 
for so many centuries, under the trammels of bigotry, superstition aod 
hero-worship. It is well also to fit them for becoming useful members 
of society, by giving them a knowledge of the more authentic annals 
of modern times, and of the many troubles, revolutions and tyrannies, 
through which theii- native land has travelled to the comparatively 
peaceful times of her present history. 

We have felt the truth of the remarks concerning the style of his 
former volumes, to which the author alludes, in the preface to hi■ 
present work. He seems to us to have succeeded in making the 
volume before us, more adapted than the former ones to the capacities 
and attainments of those who are only " feeling their way to our 
language." He has not always succeeded, however, in concealing the 
effort which it has cost him, to repress his natural tendency to utter hi1 
sentiments in a rather lofty and figurative phraseology. The book, 
notwithstanding its narrow limits, has the appearance of a mere barren 
record of events, arranged in chronological order, in a much less degree 
than might have been expected, in so small an epitome of the. history 

- of a period extending from the remotest antiquity to our own times. 
'fhe g·eneral reader will be interested in perusing· it. It will add to the 
stock of his historical knowledge, and furnish hi1n with many correct 
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idea~ on the first intercourse betwe~n. the rulers of this country and t.he 
agents of the East India Company, and on the policy of the Company'il 
go,·ernment in lat('r times. 

As was to he expt'cted, the earlier period of the history occupies but 
a very small portion of the volume. Every thing connected with the 
Hindu sovereigns is very uncertain, and it is only in the latter times of 
the l\'lahommedan sway tliat many occurrences of interest are to be 
found; conseqnent_ly about one-half of the volume is occupied with the 
history of the last hundred )·('ars. After giving a short account of the an• 
ci<'nt capitals and divisions of Bengal, and of the royal races of the Hindu 
·monarchs, the author brings us, in the 9th page, to the conquest of the 
count:·y, hy the Mahommedau general 13ukhtyar Khiligy, in the year 
I ::?03. The Hindu sovereignty never recovered from the sudden and 

··easy overthrow which it received from this invader. In one form or 
other, the government of the country was nominally or really, with 
one exception about 1373, in the hands of Mahommedans from the era 
of Bukhtyar's conquest until Lord Clive received the Dewanny, for 
the Company, from the fugitive Emperor elevated upon a temporary 
throne, composed of two English dining tables, in 1765. Towards the 
decline of the Atfghan empire in India, the rulers of Bengal became 
independent sovereign,;. The period of the independent Mahommedan 
kings exteaded from 1343 to 1576. Bengal was again made a pro~ 
vince of the empire in the reign of Akbar, and continued to be so, 
nominally at least, until the Honorable Company obtained the rajya. 
From the time of the Emperor Aurengzebe onwards to the end of the 
~olume, the narrative possesses great interest. The sudden revolutions 
in the government, the treachery, tyranny and bloodshed,-the growth 
of the English power from a very slender beginning, their acquisition 
·of the territory, which at present furnishes a site to their capital in the 
east, the capture of their Fort, and the gloomy catastrophe of the Black 
.Hole-the recapture of Calcutta by Clive and the foundation of the 
English dominion under his auspices,-these are circumstances"-which 
are detailed with considerable interest, and in a way which is like'ly to 
.excite the attention of youthful minds. There is certainly little room 
left for gratulation to the Brit9n, who peruses the narrative of his 
countrymen's doings in Bengal, in theil· first attempts to govern the 
-country. The contemplation of their conduct is humbling in the 
extreme. Selfish avarice seems to have been the ruling spirit of those 
days. Before its fell and grasping policy, the interests of their masters 
at home, and the interests of subjects here, seem alike to have been 
studiously neglected. The amassing of private wealth seems to have 
been the only thing attended to,-the only object to which all scheme11 
of policy were directed. Almost every one in power, Hindu or Briton, 
seems to have deemed it quite right and proper to set his own interest 
,abo,•e that of the government. The consequences were, such as mis­
management will ever produce, confusion in all the relations of govern­
ment, mal-administration of justice to the subject, and almost total 
bankruptcy to the Company. Clive and Warren Hastings, with all 
·their failings, seem to have I.Jeen, on the whole, the most disinterested 
·and upright of all the Company's servants. The one was won·ied to 
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death, by the opposition of those for whose interests he had expended 
his health and energies. The other was rewarded for J;iis lengthened 
services with a trial for misgovernment, which lasted for seven years. 

We are not sufficiently acquainted with the history of that difficult 
question concerning the resumption of rent-free lands, which has of 
late occupied so much of the public attention, to be able to say whether 
or not the author's views on that subject are correct. They are surely, 
however, very plausible. What more likely than that, during a period 
of anarchy and misgovernment, unwarranted alienation of lands should 
take place ? What less likely than that theBe alienations should have 
taken place at any previous period, seeing that the rapacity of Musal­
man rulers was seizing every opportunity of increasing the amount of 
revenue, and ever regarded with very jealou~ eye, the alierrntion of any 
one thing from which the annual rent could be augmented? 

Our author mentions a circumstance of considerable interest, and 
for which he doubtless has good authority, in conne("tion with the 
acquisition of the province of Orissa, during the administration of the 
Marquis of Wellesley. The opponents of the abolition of the connec­
tion, which the Government of India has long had with the idolatrous. 
worship of its subjects, have been accustomed to plead that the Govern­
ment were pledged to do that which they have been so often solicited to 
cease doing. Some persons occasionally expressed a desire to know 
something more particular about this pledge, but nothing satisfactory 
could ever be expiscated from the idolatry-men. Our authot· says, 
"'.hen the province of Orissa was annexed to Bengal, " The priests of 
Pooi·ee were treated with great kindness aud respect, and wei·e left to. 
manage the affairs of the temple and to collect ar.d e.cpend the taz, 
acco1·ding to their own judgment. A few years after, howevet·, the 
British Government, in ol'der to increa.se its l'eve11ues, TOOK chal'ge of 
the temple, and collected the tax through its own officers. A part of 
the revenue was devoted to the temple; the 1·est we11t to the public 
t1·easu1y." This explains the reason of the Honorable Company's 
taking Jagannath under their protecting influence; but there is nothing 
about a pledge, nor do we believe any pledge of the sort, so often 
alluded to, was ever given by the Company or its agents, farther than 
sorue such announcement as this. "Oh! we shall make every thing 
right, we shall pay your salaries and give you cloth for the god ! • and 
ensure you of our countenance, so long as the reveuu<J may be improved 
by the balance." Proh Pudor I How could rulers and politiciaus of the 
nineteenth century, boasting in the native soil of Britaiu, boasting in 
their national superiority, both as to civilization aml religion,-ever 
think of enlarging the revenue by a tax on pilgrims-by becoming agents, 
as it were, for an IDOL ; thus countenancing, supporting aud abet­
ting what the Lord God of Hosts has pronounced to be the greatest of 
crimes ! But better times, we hope, are not far distant. 

Our author very properly mentions the establishment, in 1799, of 
the first Protestant Mission in Bengal, by Dr. Marshman, !.Vlr. Ward 
and their colleagues, and their being· immediately joined by D1·. Carey 
who had been for sometime previously in the country. Circumstances, 
rende1·ed it necessary, for these Fathers of ludian Missions, to form 
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their ~ettlement in the town of Serampore, within the dominions of the 
king of Denmark. We could have wished that ou1• auth01· had called 
attention to this circum~tance. The impartial pen of history ought to 
J'f'cord, that the missionaries of the Blessed Sa\"iou1· could not find a 
resting place within the British territory; and that, if a small spot of 
Jrround, in the vast a1·ea of Bengal, had not been a portion of the 
Danish dominions, the founders of the Serampore Mission might have 
had some difficulty in finding an asylum in Bengal. The doings of 
omnipotence are wonderful in our eyes I \Ve regard it, as one of the 
greatest blots on the escutcheon of British supn'macy in India, that 
the a\'owe<l <lisseminators of the everlasting Gospel, had to flee to a 
foreign settlement, ere they could find themselves at liberty to r~st 
their feet in India. Blessed be He who reigneth among the nations, 
circumstances are now very different. But when we look back upon 
the pages of history detailing the short-comings and presumptuous im­
piety of former times, let us blush for our country. Her good name 
has been called into question, owing to the irreconcileable inconsisten• 
cies of worldly and avaricious men. Let us yield thanks and praise too, 
to the Giver of every good and perfect gift, because He has raised up 
friends to his cause, who have been bold enough to stand in the breach, 
and contend for the sacred cause of truth and holiness. Soon may the 
day appear when every obstacle and every barrier of opposition to the 
truth shall be broken down, and the triumph of the enemy shall cease 
for ever! 

We conclude by recommending this little book for the use of schools; 
we also hope our readers and the public at large will purchase it. It 
deserves a place in their libraries. The hurry of the first impression 
has led to one or two inadvertencies in dates, and to some typographi­
cal errors. The attention of the author will doubtless be turned to 
these, so soon as a second edition shall be called for. A 

.ff(fesfamtr,i anlr lt.tligiauB JE1tttlligtntt. 

MISSIONARY AND EccLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS. 

l-Ve ree:ret to announce the death of out· esteemed and he loved fa-iPnd the 
.Rev. J. Penne,•. He died of Rpasmodic cholera. His end was sudden hut 
pe,.ceful.-The Rev. Messrs. \Vilkinson and Pm·sons, of the Baptiijt Mi~. 
ll:on, with their ladies arrived on the Moira-all well. w .. understand 
llome brethren connected with the American Preshvterian Misijion have 
al~o ari-i,•t>d ancl dep,,,.t,,,t fur the Uppe1· Provinces. \Ve regret not hadul{ 
&et'II them e,•en once! l\foy our new brethren long Jivtl and labour with 
IU!'Ct'SS llJIIUnj!~t U~. 

Tl1ll Rev. J. \\Tilliams, the enterprisinj? South St>a Mi~sionary, has heen 
exciting det>p interest in New South Wales. The Govt>1·11m· of that colony 
:ha~ ~anctione<l iu every way, his laudable enteq,rize.-The lliRhop of 
Calcutta and bis Ch11plai11, the Rev. H. Pratt have urulertakeu for the 
pr...,,ent, the duties of Profe,snrs at Bi~liop'~ CollPge. We regrt't to 11tate 
that tliis is owing to the indisposition of Profe~~o1· Malan, who lt'avee 
immt>diately for China, 1rnd to the ahsence of Profe~Hor Withers from the 
11mie cause. May they both be ipeedily restol"ed to their impo1·tant sphei·e 
<if laliour. 
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2.-MEMORANDA OF THE MONTH. 

A meeting has "heen held of the pupils and friends of Mr. Penney, to 
conHider the Lest method of evincing their re!!ard for that hi,g-hly-favored 
servant of God. It wa~ determined to erect a tablet either in the school or 
in the Circular Road Clrnpel or in hoth.-The Bishop has laid the foundation 
stone of a boy.,' school in connexion with Mrs. \Vilson's Refuge at A!!ar­
para. Three Clergymen in Liverpool have, we understand, undertaken to 
support the Missionary who is to labour in connexio11 ,, ith thi~ i11t.-r .. s1 ing 
establishment. We hope he will soon arrive and be a laborious faithful 
servant of God.-Report has it that about 3000 natives have ~o'iciterl 
baptism at the hands of the Church Missiona1·y the Rev. \,V. D .. er. of 
Kishnagur. The history of this remarkable manifestation is, we hPar, 
deeply interesting. They are a sect who have long heen separated from 
the idolatrous Hindus, The Archdeacon has visited the applicant~ on the 
spot, and is, we believe, satisfied with the sincerity of their desires. 011r 
prayer is, that they may indeed be devout prayerful searchers after truth 
and that this may he the first-fruits of India to Christ, on such a scale as 
we believe conversion will be made when the work of God once begins to 
p"rosper as it must do before the end come.-Happily for the character 0£ 
Christian Britain the opium trade is at an end!! Our prophecies, a few 
months back, though laughed at the time have proved true. China has 
taught England morality and integrity. The Friend of India says that 
"tea has swamped opium,"-we say that truth has swamped iuju~tice, 
immorality and mercantile cupidity.-It is in contemplation to form a 
Society for the protection of Native Christians from the oppression 0£ 
Zemindars a-nd others, and also an Anti-Slavery Society to watch over the 
movements of the men-stealers of Hindustan. Both Societies have our hest 
wishes.-Before this number goes to press, the friends of the Mechanic's 
Institute will have met for the formation of that excellent Society. The 
Friends of the Sailor's Home held the First Annual Meeting of that So~ 
ciety at the Town Hall, during the month. The Society is prosperous­
particulars in ou1· next. 

:J.-REPORT OF THE NATIVE FEMALE SCHOOL SOCIETY IN CONNEXION WITH 

THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

We have much pleasure in placing the following extracts from the Re­
port of the Native Female School Society before our reade.rs. \Ve are 
confident that the simple detail of facts which they contain will ensure for 
the Society that support which it really desel'Ves. \Ve shall be happy to 
forward any donations to the Secretary. 

" The Committee of the Native Female School Societv, connected with 
the Loudon Missiouary So.ciety, in olferin11: their Report to the Christian 
public, would render unfeigned thanks to Almighty God for the ~011d11ess 
ancl merey displa)'ed towards them ar,d the objects of thei1· solicitude, 
since they last p1·esented a reco1·d of thei1· proctJe1li11gs to their ,friends; 
they can truly say gooduess and mercy have followe,l us iu all our ways, 
and have accompanied us in all our undertaking,. \Vithout iudulg-iug in 
vain speculation as to the proLRhle iuflueuce of their owu labour, or the 
)al,ours of others intereste,l in female ed11cation, they state. with co,,fi_ 
dence, their lmmhle conviction, that when the minds of the females of 
India are rniRed from the degnulation, intellectual a11d moral, into which 
tliei• have foll en, the uation will Le blessed indeed"; for gr pat will be tht!ir 
influence in the formutiou of theh- charncte1·: for it is a fact which stands 
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out prominently in the history of mankind, that mothe1·~ l\nd other11 in 
female society have not only had the swaying of the destinies of ma11ki11d, 
but tha_t to the~, in the tender season of infancy and the pliant age of 
youth, 1s committed the work of forming the vouthful mind fo1· good or 
e\·il. The influence which the mother of a Doddl'idge had on the charac­
ter and histo,·y of her son is too well known to require more than a pass­
ing notice, while the unhappy end of vast numbers of our race, traceable 
either to maternal neglect or wickedness, is too evident and frequent to 
admit of detail ; and if such be the influence of mothers and others in the 
formation of character, in countries where there are many things to break 
up, in the early stages of life, those very tender ties which subsist between 
mother and child, how powerful will it not be in this land wht>re parents 
are so strongly yet imprudently attached to their offspring, and a1·e bound 
up with them in domestic life even to old age. In the hope of adding 
under God, their quota to this good work, the Committee have persever­
ed in the exercise of faith, and pursuance of that work which they be­
lieve is of God. When the last Report was offered to the public, there 
were connected with the Society, 30 orphans and Christians: since that; 
period there have been admitted eight; married to the young men of our 
11ative churches seven ; died one; withdrawn three ; remaining entirely 
dependent for board and education, on the funds of the Society 27. E,·ery 
day these little ones are, instead of being defiled and corrupted by heathen 
society, taught to engage in the exercises of our holy faith; and instead 0£ 
pursuing a mere life of drudgery, ever bending to the earth as beasts of 
burthen, are engaged in attaining a knowledge of useful and domestic ha­
bits by which their husbands will be able to see, that an instructed woman 
is a better and more comforting companion than an ignorant aud untaught 
being-that education and religion have taught her not only to minister 
to his wants, but to be a comfort and solace to his mind. \Vith this design 
in view, the Committee have carefully eschewed the inducing of any ha­
bits foreign to the people, or even such of their own country as may be 
beyond their reach in after life. For their design is not merely to make them 
better educated than their heathen neighbours, but also more useful. 
That which chiefly occupies the attention of the Committee however, is 
the religious welfare of the girls, and in this they hope that their labour 
has not been in vain in tlie Lord. 

" The Committee cannot bring this Report to a close without rendering 
their best thanks to their numerous friends, for the very liberal support 
which has been afforded them for carrying on the operations since the last 
Report, and to crave a continuance of the confidence and support of the 
Church. 

" Though receiving no support from this Society, the Committee can. 
not allow this opportunity to pass without adverting to the fact, that at; 
every station of the parent Society, their friends have establish'ed institu. 
tions similar in their nature and tendency to their own. So that at 
Banaras and Mirzapore, Upper India, we have now our Orphan Asylums, 
and at Chinsurnh and Berhampore are Asylum, Day and Infant Schools._ • 

" The Committee anticipate the happiest results from the springing up 
of these nurseries in the moral desert· and their prayer ie, that in them there 
-may be many who like Mary ehall 'choose the better p~l't.-.?!_ who in the 
spirit of the Magdalene, shall give a fragrance to the Sav~our • rrn~~; and 
that the1·e may be many whose hearts shall be opened as was Lydia s, and 
unto whom the Lord shall reveal himself, as he has dPclaretl he will iu the 
last days. And their prayer is, that_ the Lord will not only bless t!•em, but; 
all similarly engaged and that holmess to the Lord may be written uoll 
Qllly on the belle of the horses but on every domestic altar in ludia." 
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