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I.-China and the Opium Trade*. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obse1·ver. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I rejoice to perceive amidst the many topics of interest 
which find a place in your periodical, that China is not ex­
cluded; and I feel assul'ed, that forthcoming events will render 
it peculiarly attractive in the eye of the Christian. Every 
thing connected with this country is of so singular a nature, 
tha't we must not judge by common rules, nor can we bl'ing to 
the test of experience, as in other lands, the probable results 
of existing state and circumstance. The form of govern­
ment, the system of foreign exclusion, and the combined 
effect of each in moulding the habits and feelings of the peo­
ple, .presents a remarkable feature well worthy of diligent 
study and research. Men who have traversed the globe and 
faithfully delineated the state of other nations have failed, 
with few exceptions, in conveying a correct idea of this coun­
ti·y; and the many contradictory accounts and conflicting opini­
ons, among even those who have directed their attention to­
wards it, with an earnest desire to describe things as they are, 
will form a good comment on these premises; while those at a 
distance, amidst the cl'y of " China open"-" China shut," 
can draw no satisfactory conclu:-ion as to the real state of mat­
ters. It is not my design to pursue this subject, but merely to 
throw out a hint, in the hope that others with more experience 
and ability may be induced to farnur you with their observa­
tions, keeping in view the real good of this vast population, 
which is inseparably connected with the glory of God. 

* We shall be happy to unite in any effort hi carry out the good in. 
tentious of lor.a..-En. 

VUI. ~ I 
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In your September number l have read with pleasure the 
paper of your corr1;spondent "S1wEL ;" little could he 01· any 
one have foreseen the liappy change which a few short moutlu, 
would produce ; I say happy-happy for thi:- people, happy for 
every friend of humanity, happy for all but those who have been 
blinded by the god of this world to prefer filthy lucre and tl)rive 
on the miseries of their fellow-men-for such is the fruit of the 
opium traffic. The present state of the trade induces a hope,that 
if not finally crushed under this attempt, it will receive such a 
serious check as may tend to this desirable consummation ; and 
thus the curse-yea the greatest curse ever inflicted on China, 
though by the hands of a professing Chl"istian nation-be effec­
tually removed, to the introduction of a better state of things. 
In a late edict of the Governor of Canton, he puts a very plain 
question to foreigners engaged in this trade-" if they call 
themselves honorable men ?'' I have not seen a reply to it, I 
conclude because it is unanswerable, and canies a deg1·ee of 
conviction with it. But we will put the matter on a higher foot­
ing. Is it Christian conduct ? Is it doing to others as we 
would that others should do unto us ? Is it loving our neigh­
bour as ourselves ? or, an exhibition of that love which work­
eth no ill towards him either directly or indii-ectly. Excuses 
hal'e been multiplied because men love darkness, but none that 
will quiet conscience have been discovered, neither any that 
will stand the test of the great last day. Public feeling seems 
to be somewhat aroused at this disgraceful state of things, both 
.at home and abroad, although not in any degree commensu­
rate with the importance it demands, whether we consider it in 
reference to our fellow-creatures in this time state, or their 
everlasting welfare. I should like to see some open expression 
of it in your city of palaces-no spot could be so suitable next 
to China itself: surely there are many who regard with feelings 
of disapprobation and disgust the sacrifice of millions to the 
temporal gain of the few even of their own country ;-why not 
throw their weight into the 11cale? There are doubtless mer­
chants who see it in its true light ; we have a very few such 
el'en here : there are many of all classes high and low, rich and 
poor, who must view it with abhorrence, if they know the mi. 
sery and degradation which attends it. I wish I could introduce 
you, Mr. Editor, and you too, gentle reader, into an opium 
shop, much as it would shock your feelings; but allow me to 
annex an extract of a letter; it was written after my first visit 
to oue of these dens of iufarny, these nurseries of robbery; 
murder, and crimes of the blackest dye: "The opium shops are 
·a no,·el feature compared to Hindustan ; here the slaves of 
vice meet. Never perhiips was there a nearer approach to a 
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hell upon earth, than within the p1·ecincts of these vile hovels, 
where gaming is likewise carried to a great extent. Here I 
witnessed every gradation of excitement, from the maddening 
laugh, through all the stages of stupefaction and insanity, down 
to the utter prostration of strength and energy-qualities for 
which this people are remarkable. Murder and robbery is fre­
quent. No stone is left unturned to procure this intoxicating 
and debasing drug, and many if not most of the crimes which 
are perpetrated now, may be traced to the desire of indulging 
in this expensive poison. Truly it is one engine in Satan's 
hands and a powerful one. What, humanly speaking, can 
stem the torrent? China, yes, heathen legislators foresee the 
impending ruin, and stigmatize the name and profession of 
Christianity which exhibits such fruits." And this was iu a. 
British settlement, where the commodity was not only sup­
plied through the British possessions in Hindustan, but the 
form or licence to establish these haunts of iniquity, these 
encouragements to vice, was sold by public auction and at a 
high rate; and thus it forms a double source of revenue, first 
in its production, and again in the local permission to vend. 
pid the British public-and especially the rE'ligious portion of 
the community in England and India-know the hundredth part 
of the misery we are the direct means of entailing, not only 
on the present, but on the future generations of this mighty 
empire, they would never cease to humble themselves for this 
crying sin towards a nation already in bondage to the prince 
of darkness. A special commission is daily expected from 
Peking to endeavour, it is said, to cut off root and branch the 
import of opium ; while the same paper informs us, that 20,000 
chests and upwards are to be offered in Bengal this season, 
one-third of which is now on its ,vay hither. I might notice 
the severe punishment of strangling inflicted before our eyes, 
on those who are found guilty of using or trading in this com­
modity, but I trust I have said enough to arouse every friend 
of humanity, every man who bears the name of Briton, every 
Christian of whatever nation 01· kinch·ed, to a sense of the 
enormity of this contraband trade, which entails disgrace on 
ourselves, destrnction on others, and must, if persisted in, 
inevitably pl'Oduce more awful consequences. But there is one 
view of this subject deserving more solemn consideration 
than any thing which affects he1· temporal interests mere­
ly ; I mean, the manifest influence it exercises in retarding 
every effort to ameliorate the state of this nation, as re­
gards thei1· eternal welfare. How can we expect a more 
extended intercourse, or the good opinion of a people who 
judge, and who only can judge of our profession by ouL' 

• • 2 1 2 
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fruits? and will not a perseverance in this traffic, which in .. 
voh•es the breach of their laws and subjects multitudes to san­
guinary punishments. the innocent it is to be feared often 
suffering with the guilty~do much, humanly speaking, to hin­
der the progress of that blessed Gospel which has found its 
way even to these ends of the earth? \Ve do not say abolish 
the opium trade, and the light of the Gmipel will at once dispel 
the darkness of heathenism; but we say, remove this stumbling­
block from before their eyes, or renounce the name of Clll'istian. 
Much as you deplore the connection of the Indian government 
with the idolatry of the nations o,·er whom in the providence of 
God they are placed, this foul blot on our name may go hand 
in hand with it; and while it originates from the same source it 
has the same tendency and exhibits a total disregard of Him 
who judgeth among the nations. Famine and pestilence have 
done his bidding ; the scourge of wat· threatens ; may these 
temporal judgmeuts sent on us, a sinful nation laden with 
iniquity, teach us wisdom. Notwithstanding present appear~ 
ances, it is to be feared China does not possess moral energy 
and courage sufficient to throw off the yoke laid on. her; the 
venality of those in power, and the passion for indulgence 
among the people, are almost insurmountable obstacles; the 
movement must come from without which shall deliver her 
from the thraldom under which she groans ; the hand which 
rivetted the chain must give her freedom. This boon bestowed 
on China would rival in glory and hono1· that lately conferred 
on the Islands of the West. 

loTA, 

China, February, 1839. 

II.-" The position which Missionaries and their families hold, 
in this Country, as the founders of the Church of Christ, 
amongst a people immediately called from idolatry ;" being 
the substance of an Address delivered at the Circular Road 
Chapel, on the 31st of December 1838, before the Mission­
aries and their families resident in Calcutta: by the Rev. J. T. 
Thompson. 

MY RESPECTl!D BRETHREN, 

You are aware that I have been requested to address my Mis• 
sionary brethren and their families, assembled on the present occa­
sion, " On the position they hold with reference to the Churches 
they have been the means of originating in this country." Our 
time, however, will not permit of my saying much. I shall there­
fore not say any thing aa to the happiness of a life the very anxieties 
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of which, with its labours, trials and troubl!'s, are a bliss. I shall not 
dwell on the immense good effected by a single life, whether of holy, 
devoted, living ch~racter, or those whose memories are eml,almed in 
the pages of sacred biography; much less shaJJ I dwell on the plea~ing 
prospect of usefulness afforded by the liveH of so many as are now pre• 
gent before God. I shall not occupy your time by stating, that the 
labours of some of the Missionary servants of God are not particu• 
larly blessed to the raising of Churches, though they are otherwise and 
most essentially useful to the cause of truth. But I shall, as time will 
permit me, say something of the peculiar circumstances of those of my 
honoured brethren who have been· the happy instruments, in God's 
hand~, of originating native Churches. My brethren, your circum­
stances are very different from those of your fellow-labourers, what­
ever their standing, who have not been similarly blessed. You have 
obtained a consummation for which they are labouring and toiling. You 
are rejoicing over your sheaves brought home, while they are sowing in 
hope; you have some of the lamb3 and sheep of Chri~t already to 
feed, while they are going through the wilderness and traversing the 
mountains only in search of the stray sheep. But if your circumstances, 
my dea1· brethren, are so much happier, they render your position 
much more important, one of greater responsiDility than that of your 
brethren, who stand alone in the field of labour, and have not spiritual 
children to call them father, sheep of their own gathering to look up 
to them as shepherd and pastor. By being so blest, you stand in the 
positron of teachers, not only of the first principles of the orades of 
God, but of the whole counsel of God, the entire body of divine truth. 
You also stand in the position of e.ramples: your converts will look 
for this, and nothing less than this will satisfy them that the truths 
you teach are divine, a1·e binding, are practical ; and when you are 
enabled to exhibit in your example the heavenly truths you have preach­
ed and now continue to inculcate on the minds of your converts, you 
will feel and you will let them perceive the happiness that there is in 
being the epistles of Christ, known and read of all men. You stand 
too in the position of fathers; for such your converts will regard you 
when they feel you have, under the Redeemer, brought them nigh to 
God, and been the means of awakening and making them live to God ; 
and will you not respond to their pathetic call, their filial affection for 
their father in Christ? 0 did you know, as some in your position have 
known, the truly spiritual and child-like affection of cf'rtain native con­
verts for their pastor, you would neve1· lose the impression of their 
effections, you would make use of it, to turn it to God's account, by 
ruling them with love, and you would feel as strong an affection for 
them as for your own offspring. You also stand in the position of rulen. 
Do not mistake me ; I mean not that you should disregard what our 
Lord says on the subject of brotherly domination ; and lord it over 
God's heritage. No, but the ignorance of your people and their weak. 
ness of mind will sometimes /ender it necessary that you should so 
interpose in your character of teacher, with the weight of an example, 
and the affection and authority of a father, as to rule and govern the 
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interests of ~•our flock, and decide in matters both spiritual and 
temporal regarding them. Cases will arise in which you will have to 
eustain the character of i11te1·cessors fo1· youl' people. This may seem 
11trange, but when thPy sin and are punished of God, 01· in the divine 
Eo,ereignt~· are visited with painful reverses, viewing them either as 
transgre!'!'ing, or visited, or triPd, would you stand aloof from their 
sore? Would you refrain from tears of sympathy and earnest prayers 
for them? and would you harden youl' hearts and turn away your eyes 
from them ? Ah, no ! you would, I am sure, intercede for them and 
stand, as with your censer in your hand, between the living and the 
dying, and implore life for them. You must serve too as an asylum 
to your needy and impoverished people. You are not wanting in hos.pi­
tality to your countrymen; you would g·lory to relieve st.range1·s of that 
class ; and Hindus and Muh:unadans share, in their distresses, of your 
bounty; and shall your spiritual children alone not find you given to 
hospitality, and when in want not be suffered to partake of your libe­
rality? This, I am persuaded, you never will do when you do good to 
all men, you will do it especially to your own flock ; the poor among 
them you will certainly relieve, the sick attend, the naked and shiver­
ing clothe and cover; so that living and dying, you1· converts shall with 
their last ureath or the last remains of consciousness pronounce you, 
or recognize you to be, as in the :first stages of their course you proved 
yourself to be, their teacher, example, father, ruler and intercessor, and 
at last their asylum. 

While, however, you are so distinguished by your Redeemer to be 
permitted to see the fruit of your labours in souls gathered into a 
church, and you are also enabled to fulfil the various relations you stand 
in to your people, I have reason to believe, you will be more or· less 
tried by peculiarities in the dispositions, habits and behaviour of certain 
of your converts. Others have found, and you may :find, the prejudices 
of education prove a great snare to such of your converts as have 
been men of education, especially among the Hindus. They may 
from a mere literary taste, from a wish to consult classical autho­
rities, or from other, not improper· motives, be induced to read their 
forsaken shasters ; and you, mistaking them, may condemn the practice 
as sinful. They may even have a strong leaning to the shasters from 
admiration of them as compositions of no ordinary merit ; my brethren, 
in this (their weakness) bear with them: consider how far you have served 
to enlighten their minds, and how much of national and characteristic pre• 
judice must necessarily remain, and do not expect too much from them in 
this re~pect. I recollect with deep grief one such instance occurring to 
myself, and I acknowledge with shame and humiliation the unjustifia, 
ble severity with which I acted on the occasion. I afterwards felt 
reproved by the Apostle's words to the Corinthian church, "Why do 
ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be 
defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren." 
Aud I feel persuaded, that our brethren from among the heathen in the 
circumstances I have mentioned, should be borne with, dealt gently 
with, and pardoned their errors of judgment. You may also be tried, my 
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brethren, by the grn.,11 ignm·ance of some of those you have baptized 
in the expectation of eventually removing such ignorance. You may 
}11\Ve tried every means to instruct them, used your utmost efforts to 
inform their minds, and may still have to lament their gross ignorance. 
What are you to do ? you have fail<>d to elevate their character, but 
would you therefore cast them off? You were satisfied, previously to 
baptizing them, of their knowledge of, and faith in, the Saviour, their 
Jove to him and desire to obey his commands ; and also that they were 
convinced they were sinners and needed the salvation provided iu 
the gospel. Do not lose sight of these their attainments, but let 
me entreat you to bear them in mind whene-ver you may be tried 
by their ignorance. The invete1·ate habits of others may also be 
a sore trial to you. You may have hoped these had ceased when the 
Christian character was assumed: but you have been disappointed and 
grieved. Let me beg of you to consider how inveterate certain habits 
are, such as the use of wines and liquors, intoxicating drugs, &c. and 
how rarely they are found to be wholly eradicated. In certain of your 
converts, of whom on many accounts you are constrained to hope well, 
such habits may be found to exist, or they may be revived to your sor­
row. Oppose them, bear them down by your example, pray for their 
extirpation, and steadily set their face against their indulgence ; but do 
not give up such characters as irrecoverable; do not, with the means of 
moral renovation in your hands, draw the melancholy conclusion that 
they are lost; and consequently, do not treat them as such. Another 
source of trial to your pastoral heart may be found in the exhibition of 
unsubdued natu1·alfeelings, by some of your converts: such exhibition 
may not go to prove their unregeneracy, but may serve as a lesson that 
you were too sanguine respecting the change in them previous to their 
reception into the Church, and that you perhaps had not fully satisfied 
yourselves that they were taught of God. Let every instance of such 
exhibition, the1·efore, serve to humble you and lead you to self-exami­
nation with reference to your ministry, rather than to the exclusion of 
the individuals encompassed with infirmity like ourselves. lu others of 
your converts you may be tried by a disposition to imitate the worst 
parts of Eu1·opean manners, by spii-itual pride, and the ambition 9f 
equality. It is lamentable that such feelings should possess the minds 
of any of your flock ; but when you discover them do not be discou­
raged as though you had laboured in vain, aud neither cast off the 
individuals as hopeless, nor seek to check their arrogance with the 
authority of a master, the conscious superiority ol' a European, or by 
the display of human infirmities not unlike their own ; liut argue 
with them, remonstrate with them, and oppose the whole weight of 
your example to their folly, their pride and their ambition, and thus, 
in the spirit of Christ, seek to crush the aspirations of a perverted 
judgrnent or a worse heart ; lest, if you set aside the Christian and the 
minister, you exhibit your own want of suLjt'ction to the Uospel and 
participation of the grace, which, while it saves, brings the whole 
man into subjection to Christ. And if you once lead such faulty 
41baracters to suspect you1· christianity, I scarce need say, thel'e ii 



248 The position qf Missionat·ies and their ftimiliea. [MA y, 

an end to your benefiting them in the slightest deg1·ee, and thu1 
1;ome ~ouls may be said to perish th1·ough yom· self-indulgence, In 
noticing what may be pleasing in your converts, you will need to 
use caution. Your approval on the one hnnd may do all the mischief 
to otlwrs of partiality, and your complacency may on the other hand 
dege1wrate in your mind into worse 'feelings ; yon may be carried by 
trifling circumstances to a dangerous pass, yea be hurried on, almost 
imper~eplibly to a guilty bouud-for remember, my brethren, we ai-e 
men, and bul men, though engaged in sacred ministrations, and we have 
nePd to use caulion in our daily intercourse with those who, though 
tlH'y may be partakers of like precious faith with ourselves, are but 
just emerging out of darkness, and have not very clear pe1·ceptions of 
the light into which they are brong-ht through the Gospel. Although it 
is no common thing to find the native members of our Churches imbued 
with a true missionary spirit, yet when a right feeling for souls and a 
competent acquaintance with the divine word, are possessed by any of 
your converts, it will be your duty my brethren, as it will be your pri• 
vilege, to call forth such gifts into exercise by the encouraging of such 
men to preach, and setting them aside to the work of the ministry; and 
I have no doubt, you will find your account in so doing, and meet with 
the dil-ine blessing. 

And you, my highly privileged sisters, associated with the servants of 
God in their divinely-directed labours, allow me to say a few words by 
way of counsel to you. I trust you feel the privilege and happiness of 
your station in being permitted by the Redeemer to strengthen the hands 
of your partners, and I feel persuaded you do so act as that your 
joint prayers are not hindered, and you become the counsellors, com• 
fort.ers, and meet helpers of your respected partners. You stand in­
deed in the same position with them, but you sustain also another cha. 
racter apart from them,-that of deaconesses or servants of the newly­
formed Churches in their temporal affairs, and even in their spiritual 
matters, labouring, like the good associates of the Apostle of old, to 
promote the good effects of the preached word by your social inter­
course with the families of converts, and even by your prayers. But. 
in caring for the temporal wants of the converts many cases will come 
under your notice, which you will do well to· regulate and attend to 
yourselves, and bear the liurden of alone. Indeed you may consider 
yourseh-es constituted by the Redeemer in your position with reference 
to the Churches that form the charges of your partners, the mothers of 
a numerous family and the-( what term shall I use? I have none and 
must new-coin one )-stewardesses of a vast household. But in dispens­
ing your stores to relieve the wants of this family of the Lord, though 
you should lay out much, yea labour with your hands to clothe the 
11aked, and feed the hungry, and heal the sick, yet bear in mind that 
you have a comparatively barbarous people to deal with, and no thanks 
in many cases to expect. You have already sacrificed much iu leaving 
your coWJtry, friends, and numerous associations, that were a source o( 
cpwfort to you, and now in the field of labou1· you are called upon to. 
more and daily self-denial in these respects, and you have to make your 
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account with coarseness, ingratitude and very ill returns, and in the 
face of all this treatment you are required to be examples of holine!!s, 
meekness, devotion, sobriety, benevolence, resignation, submission, 
moderation in all things, and of chastened feelings. In a word, to be 
useful to a people who rend more the lives of men than they do books, 
you will need to appear almost faultless, and to art not as natural 
mother~, hut spiritual; and then I am persuaded you will have a very 
commanding influence in your circles, and attain, while living and 
when dead, a name better than of sons and of daughters. 

The children of missionaries have to bless God for their peculiar 
lot, nurtured above others in the fear of God, and beholding from their 
infancy the glory of God in his Church; great are their privileges. 
They should lov.i the sacred, useful and benevolent calling of their 
parents ; and, if not making it their choice, they should at least so act 
as that their vast privileges may not rise up in judgment against them. 
They should, above others, esteem and promote that cause; and, what­
ever may te their pursuits in life, should strive to possess as extensive 
a desire to benefit others as their parents are seen to have. They 
should study to discover the spiritual wants of the people, whether 
Christian or Heathen or Mahomedan, and seek to supply them accord­
ingly, by contributing of their substance, or writing works, or labouring 
in any other way for their good. 

To my own children I would say, you owe your all to the mfasion : 
improve th'e knowledge you have been blest with, and the ministry you 
sit under; and seek through life to fill the Churches of God, fill the 
coffers of missions, fill the hearts of missionaries with joy and strengthen 
their bands, and finally fulfil all the hopes of your parents in a useful 
life, a happy death, and a joyful entrance into eternity. 

My own sense, my dear brethren, of the present duty you have as­
signed me, is, that whatever obligations to holiness and usefulness I 
have ever felt myself laid under by the solemnities of my lint dedica­
tion of myself to God, and by those of my ordination, I feel that the 
solemn duty assigned me this day has added considerably to those obli­
gations, and I stand your debtor to be holy and to abound iu the work 
of the Lord to my life's end. 

III.-Missionary Journal of the Rev. J. Stubbins. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR Sms, 
It is well known that Orissa is the grand sPnt of idolatry and all it11 

nttendant evils. Such being the case I feel certain that many persons look 
with feelings of peculiar i11te1·est towa1·ds the mission established in that 
province, and often inte1·cede at a throne of grace in behalf of its mission­
aries, sympathize with them in their joys aud soHows, iu their encou­
ragements and discouragements, nnd often sigh ove1· the abominations 
of that unhappy p1·ovince. It is from such considerntions that I am 
induced to seml you some portions of a journal I have just sen_t to 
tny friends in England. Hoping that it may not be altogethe1· devoid of 

VJII. 2 K 
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intere11t to 11ome of your readers I Rh all be ohliged if you will give it a place, 
when you h1t1·e time and ><pace for it, in the Calcutt11 Christian Ob.ve1·11er • 
. O?t. 23,·d. \V,•nt this evening to Berhampore, an~ commenced by 

smgmg from the tract the Jewel i\line of Salvation. Havmg sung as for ns 
" Take refuge: oh t,,ke refuge quick in Him ; besides the refuge Christ 
affords, true refuge there is none," I stopped and addressed the peo1>le. 
The attention of a large crowd of people was extraordinary ; I suppose I 
spoke for nearly half 1111 hour, and do not think a single person stirred from 
his place or uttered so much as a whisper; a very serious impression evi­
dently penaded the whole assembly. After preaching, acco1·ding to our 
in"ariable practice, gave away tracts and gospels to such as appeared able 
to read and understand them. 

Returne,1 from the bazar and hel,l our Church-meeting. Two of the 
Khund children, under my care, rescued from sacrifice during the Gumsur 
campaign, some time ago applie,l for baptism. Their cases we1·e consi­
dered this el'ening. The following is the verbatim examination of the 
vo_ungest about eleven years of age.-Do you ,vish to be baptized? I do. 
'n, hy do you wish it? As a sign that l believe in Christ. Jf you are bap­
tized but do not believe in Christ, will you not be savetl? No. How are 
you to helie,·e in Christ? With my whole soul. Do you thus believe in 
Christ? I do. Do those who thus believe in Christ Jive in sin? No, But 
do not you sin by tP!ling untruths, speaking, bad words, using abu­
sil"e langu11ge, &c.? No, I did formerly, but I have now put those e,•il 
practices away. Do you now, with your whole heart, d1·ead sin? I do. Do 
you "ish to serYe God for a short time, or for two or three years or until 
what time? Till l die. If you serve Him till you die whither will 
your spirit go? To heaven. But if you do not serve Him till you die 
then whither shall you go? To hell. Do you ever prny ? I do. lo 
private? Yes. When? After school in the morning. Do you do this 
daily? Yes. Do you eYer pray at any other time in private ? Yes, 
always, before I sleep. Do you ever feel happy in your mind when you 
pray ? Yes. Do you wish continually to pray daily? I do. If you 
should at any time be tempted to commit sin would you commit it? No. 
What then would you do? Persevere in faith. But what would you do 
that you might be enabled to persevere in faith? Pray to God to help 
and keep me. But if you p1·ay to God tt1 help and keep you when you are 
tempted will He do so? He will. If afterwards you should be perse­
cuted and abused, &c., would you not give abuse again ? No. Then 
what would you do? I would go and prny for my abu~ers and perse­
cutors. But would you in heart pray for them ? I would.-This is 
her literal examination before the Church. Many of the questions 
had never to my knowledge been proposed before, and her answers to 
all were instantaneous and characterised by an apparently unquestion­
able sincerity. The questions and answers of the other, about twelve 
years of age were somewhat similar. I may just observe, that both 
of them bad been several times examined on other points with refer­
ence to Christianity, and their conduct in every respect closely watched 
for a considerable time. Altogether we had not the least reason to sus­
pect their sincerity, or to doubt their having experienced a decided change 
of heart. It was therefore unanimously agreed to receive them as ap. 
proved candidates for Christian baptism. I could not refrain from indulg­
ing in vleasing reflections upon the delightful words of our blessed Saviour, 
'Thou hast hid these thinf!B from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes, &c. ;' and with another s'!}·• 'Out of the mouth~ of b111..Je11 
and sucklings, thou bast ordaiued strength .' 

• This is truly delightful-tbe poor intended Khund victims given up tD 
Chriet.-:iv. 
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26th. Thie evening hR1l R baptism of three candidates, viz. an old 
wandering Bniragi, who bud been previously accepted, and the two chil­
dren. Whnt a delightful scene presented itself hy the flowing stream, an 
old mnn of about sixty yeRrs ofRge, and two children one about eleven and 
the other twelve years of Rge ! 

The following brief memoir of the old Bairagi may not he unacceptable. 
His 1111me is Nitya Ananda De~. His home at Kalabar, a village about 
sixteen koe from Cuttack. His wife died ahout ten years ago, leaving him 
three sons. Caste Mahanti or Karana. S11ent several of his latter years 
in repeati_n~ Hari, Ram, Krushnu, &c., while his guru gave the mantras. 
WRs engaged daily for fifteen years in performing Chaya purush to ascer­
tRin the time of his death. Immediately after the death of his wife he 
entertained thoughts of becoming a Bairsgi, but delayed to abandon his 
home till Novembe1· or December, 1837, when he set out, leaving his chil­
dren, some little property, and all his affairs, that he might become wholly 
dead to the world and serve his gods without any earthly cares. lYhen he 
left his home he intended going first to Godabari, and afterwards to other 
holy places. But on his way to Godsbari, when he had tra,·elled about 
200 miles, he was taken very ill. He then began to think, why should I 
go to that river? What benefit shall I obtain, &c. ? While thinking 
upon these things, he says he turned round to go somewhere else, not 
knowing whither, and not much caring, as his object was not altogether to 
obtain holiness; he said he did not know certainly if he should be born 
again in this world or not, and therefore wished to see as much as he could 
of it before he died. While thus wandering about, he came to Berham. 
pore. Says, a few days before he heard me preach he was sitting on hie 
leather (a deer skin), repeating hiR mantras, when a Boisbnab came up and 
asked him to come with him to a house, where he gave him something to 
eat and afterwards 1·equested him to take up his abede a.t his mat. This 
however he refused, and went wandering about repeating his mantras and 
begging till he hea1·d me preach in the bazar the lst of last June. Says, 
that while I exposed the folly of idolatry, &c. he felt concerned to know 
how he could obtain salvation; tha, when. I directed them to Christ 
Jesus as the Saviou1· of man, he resolved to think on thesethings. Accord­
ingly, after preaching, he went into a retired place, and spent that and the 
following day in meditating upon what he had heard. Says, he did not 
attend to his vain devotions or beg any more. On the following Sunday 
morning at day-break, and in the midst of a hea,·y shower of rain, he set 
out to find my house, where he arrived about 7 o'clock and made 111aoy in­
quiries about Christi~nity. Being Sunday l preached in the- morning 
in Oriya, and in the afternoon received the four natives n·hom l hail bap­
tised during the week previously into the Church and administesed the 
Lord's supper. He seemed much impressed and interested by the services, 
and diligently embrnced each intervening opportunity in inquiring con­
cerning the Cl11·istian religion. While I was preaching in EngMh i.n the 
evening he renounced caste, and delivei-ing his mala and all his other badges 
of. idolatry i-nto the hands of Purusutam, requested him to give them to 
me, saying, he had till then been blinded in sin and idoJatry, but now he 
would devote all that he had to Christ, and hencefo1·th live and die to him. 
I kept him near five months upon a 1·igid trial, and during the whole time 
never saw any thing that I could possibly reprove in him. Private prayer 
and the means of grace seemed to be the element in which he delighted to 
b1·eathe. I recollect awaking one morning, last summer, about 2 o'clock, 
anti heard him then most earnestly engaged in prayer. 

Since his baptism he has' several times expresset\ a wish to return to his 
.home and tell his friends, the wonderful things of God, anti our Saviour. 

2 K 2 
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'A favourable opportunity occurring a few d11ye ngo, he embraced it, and ie 
now on his way to exhol't. his family to cast in theil' lot with him. Oh that. 
this little leaven may leaven the whole lump-that. the object of his visit 
may be fully realized! In this prayer I know you and eve1·y lo,·er of our 
blessed Sa,·ioul', will heartily join. This e"ent appeal'~ to be fraught with 
peculiar interest and encoul'agement to every Chl'istinn missionary. It 
seems to say in langunge we cannot misinterpret, " My word shall not 
return unto me ,·oid." " Re not we1u·y in well-doing." See him for 
sixty years a deluded, vile idolator, and then casting himst>lf for me1·cy 
at. the feet of Jesus-for sixty years uttering his vain repetitions, mantras 
&c., worshipping sinful gods and senseless blocks; but now behold him 1·is­
inl!', e,·eri.at midnight, to bless and praise the Majesty of heaven and ea1·th­
behold him buried benenth the baptismal stream, thus testifying to the 
world that he bas renounced its ungodly practices, vain superstitions, &c. 
and has become a de,·oted disciple of the meek anti lo1vly Jesus; see him 
leaving bis home to spend his few remaining days in wandering hither and 
thither, to obtain \l'hat is falsely called holiness and final beatitude, and then 
behold him returning to tell to them whom he left sitting in darlrness and 
in the "alley and shadow of death, that true holiness is to be found only in 
Christ Jesus! 

27th. Went this morning to Berhampore. Had a small congregation, 
but pretty attentive, till towards the close, when one man came up and 
inquired, if God e,·er intended that men should all be of one reli­
gion, why had be given so many different shastras? I endeavoured to 
sbew that God had not done so, he had given but one, but because that did 
not allow of what men loved, viz. sin, they refused to receive it and had 
written books that agreed with their own lusts, adding to them the bla&­
pbemous title of God's book. That othel'S reading them received them 
because they allowed sin, and thus ultimately became baptised in a sea of 
darkness, receiving every thing presented to them but what was true. 
Such was peculiarly the case with the people of this country. Shortly af­
ter be inquired, why God bad made men of so many different castes? 
Purusutam inquired into the origin of cast.P, and being informed as to this 
point be sbewed it was impossible for the children of one parent to be of 
different castes. That all the difference of caste consisted merely in their 
different employments; that God made all men of one caste, of one fles_h 
and blood. 

29th. Started this morning between three and four o'clock for Chetter­
pore. Overtook a man on the road, with "'.horn I entered into conver­
sation on the subject of religion. Said, his mind 'had been deeply im­
pressed from hearing us in one of the villages last. summer; that since 
then be had attentively examined his own hooks, and compared them with 
ours; that he found his own all at variance, some saying one thing and 
some another, so that in them he could find, no satisfactory way of obtain­
ing salvation; but when he Iool<ed at ours, he found they all made known 
but one way, in which sinners could be saved and that seemed to him the 
right une. I mn greatly rnist~ken if I do not find many such instances, 
if spared to revisit the villages to which we went du1·i11g the last hot sea­
son. 

Arrived at Mr. C.'s house for breakfast. Having 1·ested ourselves till 
about two o'clock, we went into the village; I suppose all the men, women 
and children in the \'illage that could walk came together. Spoke for a con­
aideraLle time without the least interruption; at length a brnhman inquil'ed 
W bo is God? what his shape? whel'e his abode? &c. Said he would not 
belie,•e him uuless he could see him ; that man was like the beasts, J1e 
was born, he died, and there was an end of him-at the death of the body 
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the spirit returned to its five original elements, nnd it wa!I thel'efore all 
nonsense to tolk of heRven, hell, eternity, Rnd the like. \Ve en. 
deRvoured to convince him that such was not the case, but all argument 
seemed in vRin; however the people Reemed generally convinced and 
vel'y ttttentive. At the close they received hooks eagerly. \Vent thence 
to anothe1· village, where a large crowd of people listened from the com­
mencement to the close with intense interest: all assented to the truth 
of what they heard, Went thence to another ,·illage, but all were out 
except an old woman and a little child ; we therefore passed on to another. 
Here our principal work was in argument wit!, a brahman. \Ve had stated 
that God is omnipresent; then, he said, he exists in our various idols and 
therefore when we pay our devotions before an image it is not the 
image hut the God who dwells in it that we worship. This we shewed 
in the first place to be contrary to reason, and in the second to their own 
books, from which we gave several quotations, and in addition to these 
mentioned some passage!! of Scripture. Shewed that when the potter 
made his various vessels they were separate, from him, his nature was not 
mixed up with them; thus it was with God the creator of all things. 
His mind seemed at last to be pretty well convinced. \Ve then return­
ed, after having been standing, walking, and talking incessantly for 
four hours, pretty well wearied. 

30th. Left this morning at five o'clock for Ganjam. When near the ri­
ver we saw an immense crowd of people assembled; and as we a11proached 
still nearer, we found, 1 suppose, not less than from 300 to 4-00 men, women, 
and children, some bathing, some praying, some presenting various offering5 
to the ril'er; this it will be remembered is what they call Kartiik nia~. 
,ve stopped and endeavoured to shew them the folly and wickedness of 
worshipping 1·ivers, &c.; indeed of ad01-ing any thing less than the God of 
hea,·en, the Creator and Governor of the universe. Shewe<l them that ac­
cording to the declarations of their own shastras, all thei1· val"ious rites and 
ceremonies, pains, penances and sacrifices, pilgrimages, bathings, festivals, 
&c. could never purify the mind; that this was only to be obtained by 
serving God through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We distrihut .. <l a few 
books amongst them and passed forward to Ganjam. About thr .. e o'clock 
jn the afternoon we went into a baza,· where we were soon surrounded by 
about 200 people. All were very attentive, with the exception of one 
brnhman, who argued that besides Krnshnu there was no trne God. Shewed 
that God was a perfectly holy being, without the least stain of guilt 01· im­
perfection, but this could not be said of Krnshnu ; proceeding to point out 
severnl of the abominations and filthy obscenities of thi~ impious idol, coo­
eluding from the whole that it was evident he was no God. He argued 
that though he did do these things yet in him it was not sin, because he 
was God and had a right therefore to do what he pleased-that he was 
uble to save all men from hell, &c. Shewed him that those who committed 
sin were sinne,·s by whatever name they might he called; and that Krush­
nu's wol"l<s were sinful is evident from his instructions to Udlrnba, 11 he1·e 
he says they who do such things fall into hell; that though God had an 
undoubted 1·ight to do as he pleased, yet he could never Jo that which was 
in itself evidently wrong nod sinful; his natu1·e being perfectly holy he 
could not vossibly do that which was opposed to it ; that 110 wise monarch 
would make s law and himself be the first wilfully to violate it. If this was 
the case with mere man, how much more so with God ; and observed that it 
wus folly for one to talk of saving anothe1· who could not save himself; espe­
ciillly he could not one sa\•e unother"s soul, who could not even save his 01vn 
body ; thus it was with his god, who he could rnmembe1· _died by the haml of 
Jara Sabnrn, who when dying exclaimed, "In what manner I killed Hali 
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with Rn Rrro...-, eN-n in thRt manner by an arrow I die," &c. He at length 
11eemed pretty well convinced that Krushnu was no god, and listened to 
the close with attention and apparent interest. ,ve then went on to an­
other bazar, where we had a ,·ery interest.ing and attentive audience. Se~ 
,·era) seemed considerably imp1·essed ancl all acknowledged "Thie ie true." 
After spending a considerable time here we left with an intention of going 
home, bnt I ~topped to talk with some men in another bazar, anti was soon 
surrounded by not less than 100 people. \Ve stopped about 1111 hour 
amongst them, preaching by moonlight. Their attention from the begin­
ning to end was remarkable, not the least intenuption or 011position was 
manifested. Dist1·ibuted during the afternoon about 200 tracts and gospels, 
and might have given away many more, but we endeavoured to avoid giving 
to those who could not read and understand. Two men followed us from 
place to place wherever we went. Said, their minds had been deeply im­
pressed with what they had heard. Promised to come to the house in 
which we were stopping the next day, as they wished to make some inquh. 
ries about this new religion. Having thus spent between four and tive 
hours amongst the people we returned pretty well fatigued and were pre­
pa1·ed to welcome refreshment and rest. 

21st. Left home this morning at 5 o'clock for a distant village, where 
we had a large and attentive congregation, perfectly free from every thing 
like interruption; all appeared to listen with considerable interest. After 
spending about an hour with them we distributed books nnd went on to 
another and considerably larger villa,re. Here many appeared to be much 
impressed, and several anxious inquiries were made about 1·eligion. One 
man said, you come here and preach; all you say is good and true, and 
you distribute amongst us hooks ar.d then leave us ! If we want to know 
any thing more about religion, how are we to do so ? I told him my house 
was at Berhampore, and I should always be glad to see any one to converse 
with him about his soul. This he said was very merciful; but still there 
was a difficulty, because while he came tii inquire about religion it was not 
unlikely that his family would experience great molestation, and again he 
and all in the village were but poor men, and if we neglect our business to 
go from one place to another to inquire about 1·eligion how shall our families 
live? Were a missionary to come and live at Ganjam, all the people• 
would soon forsake their lying gods and embrace the true one, whom you 
preach to us. The man seemed to speak with such affer.ting earnestness 
that I was induced to promise we would take an eai-ly opportunity of visit­
ing them again. I could not but feel that it was indeed a call from a heathl!fl 
people to Christians, saying, " Come over and help us;" and sUl'ely the ci-y 

will not remain long unanswered! Returned home' about ten o'clock; when 
we arri,,ed we found several persons waiting to inquire about religion. 
l 1Ve were exceedingly in want of refreRhment, having taken nothing since 
dinner the day before, but we really had scarcely time to take any; our 
very de,•otions were conducted in presence of the inquirers. Our time was 
thus wholly taken up in directing numerous comers to the cross of Christ 
till about half-past two when we requested those who remained to return 
on the following day if they wished to make fu1·ther inquiries. We then 
went to a large village about a mile out of town. Our congregation con­
liisted of about 200 persons; all were very attentive for a considernble time-; 
at length, however, one man said Wt! might well go about teaching this 
religion to the people, we were nicely paid for it by the Company, &c. I 
then entered into a full explanation of the feelings that induced mission­
aries to leave their beloved friends and native land, and to eulfe1· vari­
ous privations and difficulties in this, at the same time shewing that we 
were not paid by the Company; that we bad nothing to do with them. 
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Thie detnil p~oduced n m«tet etrikin,r pffect, several Reemer! ready to weep 
as they ~xclu1med, Ah ! what love is this ! We then besought them to em­
hrnce without delay that Saviour whom we had made known untv them. 
\Ve then left them for another villitge, accompanied by two men, one of 
whol!1 had followed us from our home, the other from the place where we 
h11d Just been preaching; they said, they wanted to know more ahont this 
blessed word which we had brought to them. When we arrived at the next 
villHge, we found r11the1· a smalfbut very attentive audience. We preached 
to them without interruption till dark and then left to return home. The 
two men however still followe,I us; and refused to be persuaded to return, 
till they had seen us home. Their hearts, as they said, overflowed with joy 
at_ the good news they had heard. When they left it was with the pro­
mise that tht:y would come to the house to make further inquiries to­
morrow. 

Nov. 1st. '\Vent into the bazar this morning at 5 o"clock. '\Vere very 
much opposed as might be expected, there being scarcely any in that 
street but brahmans. However we got on pretty well with them, gene­
rally removing thefr objections and answering thei1· inquiries by quotation!! 
from their own shesti-as. This I have generally found the most effectual 
way of silencing these clamorous fellows. Having removed their objections 
and oiltained a little silence, we shewed the vanity of all their endless 
ce1·emonies, and directed them to the atoning blood of Christ for salvation. 
After spending about an hour and a half with them we went into another 
similnr h11zar where we experienced similar opposition. After having re­
moved several of the most important of their objections, I chiefly confined 
my subject to death and eternity, pointing out the dreadful consequences 
of sin in the eternal world. Many seemed considerably impresRed with these 
subjects, and listened with delight to the invitation to everlasting life 
given by ou1· illessed Saviour. lVe then left them and went to another 
bazar. Here all were attentive and serious, so that we had little more 
to do than to make known the simple truths of religion, beseeching 
them to flee from the wrath to come. We -returned about 11 o'clock to 
ilreukfast. Found one man waiting to commence the business of the day 
at home. ShOl'tly after him, in came three more, and after them others, 
and so it continued till two o'clock, when we requested them to leave, as we 
wanted to go to the ilazar. We went, however, to a small village near. 
Never do I recollect witnessing such ecstatic joy as the people evinced 
when we pointed out to Lhem the plan of salvation. Before we left two 
brahmans came up and began to oppose, but the people turned them away, 
hooting them from us. \Ve then went to anothe1· small village where we 
found but eight or ten people. Spoke to them a short time, and went for­
ward to Ganjam, where about 250 or 300 people were met together. After 
speaking some time one man saicl that the true way to be happy, was to 
put three marks on the forehead; of these three, two are to be white and 
one red. When they put on the white they are instantly freed from every 
sin and made completely holy ! When the red in the midst, Krush11u 
and Lakshmi immediately take up their seat in the forehead and there 
dwell ! But those who omit to put on these marks are more vile than 
he who eats the flesh of the cow ! ! Of course we exposed the folly of 
such delusive hopes, directing him to the true way in which he might 
obtain pardon and holiness. The pevple were pretty attentive till the 
close. Three of the men who left the house with us followed us ailout 
wherever we went and 1·eturned home with us, whare we had more 
conversation with them. They then left and four others came who 
remained with us till eleven at night, when I dismissed them with readiug 
and prayer. 
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2nd. Started this moming to "isit one of the men who cnme to see us 
last ni1d1t. partly to _ha"e some further con1•e1·sation with, and partly to get 
some books from, him. ,vhen we arrived, we we1·e soon sunounded by 
se•·en or t'ill"ht more. We had II jl"Ood deal of conversation ITith them 
which they 8eemed to feel much. I douht not but at lenst tlfo of the~ 
are decidt>clly concerned about their souls. \Ve left them nnd went 
into the lrnzar, where we hnd nn immense congregation. Purusutnm 
spoke in Telugu, nnd I in Oriya, The opportunity was really II good one, 
nn,l the people without exception nttenth•e and sei-ions; we then distributed 
the f,•w remaining hooks we had, and returned to breakfast between eleven 
and tll"elve o'clock. ,vhen we arrived we found several of ou1· old in. 
q11irc•rs waiting to take their leave of us, and after them came others, so 
that our time was fully occupied with them till near th1·ee o'clock, when 
we dismissed them with prayer, and prepared ou1·selves to 1·eturn that 
evening to Chetterpore. 

3rd. Left Chetterpore this morning II little after two o'clock and 
arri,·ed at home about six. Found all well and comfortable. Blessed, ever 
blessed be God, that he thus permits his servants to go forth and labour in 
the cnnse of their glorious Redeemer, mal<ing their house to dwell safely 
during their ahsence ! In the evening went to Berhampol'e; but did little 
more than give away a few books, as we were pl'etty well wearied with 
our week's work. 

4th. Preached this morning in English, and in the afternoon received 
the newly baptised persons into the Church and administered tJ1e Lord's 
suppel'. Truly it is delightful to behold this little Christian community of 
sixteen persons, respecting all of w horn I have every reason to believe they 
are Christians indeed. Eight of them were formerly wandei-ing in all the 
abominations of Idolatry; three others had been bound in chains for 
sacrifice; two others were formerly Roman Catholics, and three more 
trained up from youth in the fear of God. Since my arrival here last 
.March, I have loaptis!:!d seven of them (natives). Though this number may 
appear small, still it is evident God does not in this respect leave himself 
without witness, nor suffer his own word-to return to him void, even in this 
land, next to infernal through the appalling scenes of wickedness and ido. 
latry; neither does he suffer his servants to labor without at least some 
degree of encouragement. 1 feel confident that many will rejeice and 
praise God with me for what he has done. Oh ! let us as Christians 
and ministers of the grace of God, he more and more alive to our great 
work of making known to the heathen around us salvation through the 
blood of the Lamb, and it will-it must he our happiness to see yet greater 
thing-s than these. Legions of foes may oppose, lrnt He who is fo1· us is 
greater than all who are against us. Our great difficulty is in the waut 
of more men ; and, in order to obtain these we want more pecuniary 
mean~. \Vhile there are so many who have given their hea1·ts to the 
Loni, will not also many of them give their purses likewise? It is not 
surely too great a thing to perFo1·m, when we are exhorted, " Freely ye have 
recei\'ecl, freely give." We could feel if there is any part of India that 
demands more attention, more means, more divine light than another, it 
is the unhappy pl'ovince of Orissa. My beloved hl'other Sutton some time 
ag-o, through the medium of your excellent publication, made II call u~on 
the henevolent Christian public in India, for means to enable us to lmng 
forth more lahorer~ from our beloved native land. Some kindly 1"esponde1l 
to the call, and a letter has in consequence been written home offe1·in11" to 
provide 800 rupeeR towards the passage, &c. of the next M_i,siorml'y. But 
we wish to go still further and offer as much fo1· each of the next th1·ee 
who may be sent uut withia twelve munths frum the 1·cceipt uf the pi-opo. 
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eition. Several at hofue are willing an,1 waiting to come and join us, but 
they are compelled to remain at home for want of means. When we re­
flect upon this circumst.ance our minds must necessarily overflow with 
sorrow, seiilg how much we need help here. Beloved brethren! we plead 
the ca\Jse of the hapless millions of Orissa; we lay their mighty load of 
untold spii·itual s01·rowe, w1·etchedness and misery at your feet, and ask 
'!"ith most affectionate concern, who will come forward to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty-who will unite with us in contrilrnting, though 
it were but a mite of his substance, towards obtaining more means to alle­
viate 01· banish the gloom of the valley of the shadow of death, in which 
such vast multitudes are engulphed-to turn them from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan Unto God ?-Many indeed are ready, to 
assist to any extent in furthering the objects of their ambition 01· even 
amusement. Oh! Jet not us Christians he backward in straining every nerve 
for the furtherance of the glory of God and the eternal salvation of mil­
lions of our fellow immortal beings, who but for our assistance may sink 
lnto everlasting penlition, exclaiming in agonizing grief as they fall-" No 
inan cared for our souls! !" If they do perish let us exert ourselves that 
they perish not for lack of knowledge, that carelessness for those whom 
the blessed Saviour thought it worth shedding his own blood to redeem, be 
a charge that shall in no respect fall upon us; 

It is unnecessary that I should say niore upon this suhject. My heart's 
fond desire is that what I have said may meet its response from those who 
are partakers of like precious faith with ourselves; that it may soon be 
t>u1· happiness to inform our friends in England, that a second sum is 
1·eady to assist in defraying the expences of other brethren to join us in out· 
labors to promote the glory of our God and of his Christ. Any monies 
forwarded for this object caR be forwarded either through the Editors of 
~he C. C. 0. or through the Rev. J. Thom;i~, Baptist Mission Press, 
Calcutta, 01· it can be sent direct to the Odssa Missiona.-ies. 

I remain, truly yours, 
J, STUBBINS, 

Be1·hampore, vid Ganjam, Jan. 9, 1839. 

iv.-Australia.~3. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR Srns, 
In the second paper on Australia, a sketch was given, of 

the fii-st part of its history as a penal settlement. In that 
outline there was but little calculated to excite pleasurable 
emotions, or to incite us to admire the transportation system. 
It was not therefore, the congeniality of the subject with the 
feelings of the writer, but his obligation to narrate with fide­
lity the facts of history, which prompted him to describe that 
sanguinary operation of penal discipline. Now a mo1·e pleasing 
prospect opens up before us, though from a particular survey 
of it, there will not be exhibited the most enclianti11g appear­
ance. It was proposed to divide the penal history iuto three 
eras, and the fhst which has already engaged our attention, 

VIII. 2 L 
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was designated the reign of terro1·. With disgust, and 
abhorrence ,ve turn from that to vieYv the aspect of the second 
period. The latter in its characte1· and influence, was the 
re,·erse of the former. The one exhibited the op1:iression and 
cruelty of the colonial authorities, the other the mercy and 
benevolence of the supreme government. At the time of 
which we are now writing, of the original convicts, some had 
received conditional, and others absolute pardons ; and of those 
wl10 had been transported for seven, and fourteen years, many 
by the expiration of the period of thei1· exile had become 
free. The liberation and emancipation of large numbers of 
prisoners who had been the victims and instruments of the 
worst species of tyranny ; the numerous gangs of bush-rangers, 
who by threatening the lives, and plundering the property 
of the inhabitants, were the scourge of the colony; and the 
rapacity, and cruelty of many connected with the government 
of New South Wales, rendered a change indispensible in the 
penal system. Of these facts the British authorities were 
apprized ; and therefore urged by necessity, .and we hopeJ 
inclined by a benevolent disposition, they adopted such mea­
sures as appea1·ed best adapted to heal the wounds inflicted 
by a cruel system of dicipline, and to make useful subjects of 
those who were likely to become dangernus rebels. To carry 
into effect the judicious measures and grncious intentions of 
the British government, the governor was invested with the 
discretionary power to grant land to emancipists and free­
men, and unde1· certain conditions and particular circum­
stances, to their children. As in this and some subsequent 
papers the words e111a11cipists, freemen, and natives of the 
colony, or native born, may frequently occur, and as some 
reader.;; of this periodical are perhaps unacquainted with theii­
peculiar application, it appears to be desirab!e to explain 
the meaning of them. For though in a work recently pub­
lished, entitled the "Felonry of New South Wales," the 
various classes of convicts are included under that appellation, 
yet, by an attention to those local divisions, and by viewing 
theii- distinctive characters, the position they occupy in colo­
nial society, and the influence they exert ove1· it, will be most 
apparent. An emancipist therefore, is a pe1·son, who tho~1gh 
transported for the period of his natural life, has received a 
conditional, 01· an absolute pardon. If the pardon is absolute, 
the recipient of it, has restored to him all the privileges of a 
British subject; but, if the act of grace is only conditional, the 
liberty of the pa1·doned felon is confined within the boundaries 
of the colouy. In general l believe the nature of the pardon 
extended by royal favour to convicts, has been conditional; 
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in only a few cases has it been absolute. The meaning of the 
term freeman, when applied to the felonry, is more ambiguous 
than that of ernancipist. It applies to that class of prisonerit 
who have served the time for which they had been transported. 
The freemen are numerous, but in proportion to their numbers 
less influential, than the emancipists. As a class, the latter are 
more wealthy and more accomplished villains ; for acts or vil­
lainy, rather than meritorious conduct, in general, have secured 
to them the favou1· of the colonial authorities, through whose 
influence theit- emancipation has been obtained. The natives 
of the colony Ol' the native born, are distinguished from the abo­
rigines. The latter comprise the black population, the former 
the colonial born offspring of all European parents, b11t espe­
cially of convicts. With these explanations, the subject of 
c1·own grants of land will be resumed. The land, which at 
this period of the penal history, was granted, by royal munifi­
cence, to the two classes of the felonry and their children, con­
sisted of small farms of alluvial soil, situated on the banks of 
the river Hawkesbury, and in some other desirable situation. 
'fhe original grant comprised fifty acres, and for the special 
services performed by individuals, such as the apprehending 
of bush-range1·s, the discovery of new line of roads through 
the bush, and for less honorable performances, additional g1·ants 
were made. To encourage these persons to. cleat· theh· farms 
and to cultivate grain, the colonial government for several 
years, received into the Commissariat stores, the produce of 
these small settlers, at the rate of ten shillings pe1· bushel, both 
for wheat and maize. This, in the eai-ly history of colonial 
agriculture, was a wise, and benevolent arrangement. It 
affol'ded to the cultivator of the soil a certain ma1·ket, and a 
stated and remunerating price fo1· his grain, the absence of 
which in the eal'ly states of our colonies has often prevented 
valuable land from being put unde1· tillage. Under these pro~ 
pitious circumstances, industry and economy were rewarded 
with the necessaries and comforts, and ultimately with the 
luxuries of life. The influe11ce of this measme on the colony 
was highly beneficial. 'l'he quantity of wheat grown in these 
settlements and in others formed under simih\l' auspices, uy 
veteran soldiers was considerable, and the quality good ; so 
that the colonists became annually less dependent for this_ 
indispensible article of food on a foreign supply, which was 
obtained at an eno1·mous expense, and of an inferio1· quality. 

The Hawkesbury district, which twenty years ago was the 
granary of the colony and still continues the principal place 
where grain is produced for the Sydney market, has on several 
Qccasions dul'ing the tim.e it has been located, beeu deluged by 
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the quantity of rain, which poured from the mountains. The 
suddenness and impetuosity of the torrent, the one taking the 
settlers by surprise, and the other sweeping away their property, 
produced direful calamities. By a violent msh of water, al­
most instantaneom,ly, live stock, stacks of corn and weathe1·­
boat·d cottages, were carried into the cmTent; and the unhappy 
sufferers, unless they songl,t shelter on the mountain, found 
a watery gra,·e. °"'hat, by the Hawkesbury settlers, was 
designate<l the great floo<l, was so destructive, that in con­
sequence of it, wheat rose to five, and maize to. seven pounds 
sterling per bushel. Many faruilies who with thei1· lives 
escaped the destroying element, were at once reduced to utter 
destitution. Jn a moment, they ,ve1·e deprived of their comforts 
and necessaries by the entire loss of prnvisions, apparel, 
and habitations; and as, with a desponding stare, they looked 
from their rocky retreat, what a few minutes before present­
ed to the view a neat and well-stocked farm, now exhibited 
nothing but an inundation. But under these calamitous circum­
stances, the government exerted its energies to mitigate their 
suffering$. To afford them a temporary abode public buildings 
were appropriated, and to supply them with food and clothing 
the commissariat stores were used. These government supplies 
were continued tUl the waters having retired within the natu~ 
ral channel of the river, new cottages could be constructed~ 
and another crop of grain be prnduced; and where the ability 
was possesse<l, the settlers fron, the produce of the next harvest, 
paid the government for the stores which they had received. 
These visitations of Divine Prnvidence, in but very few instances. 
it is feared, exerted on the minds of the sufferers a beneficial 
influence. Their houses, their p1·\vations and deliverances, 
frequently affo1·dcd them a subject fo1· conversation, and after 
the lapse of years, they would relate the· events with the deepest 
interest; but neither in reference to the adverse nor prosper­
ous circumstances, to the painful, or pleasing parts of the 
narrative, would there be a recognition of a D\viue interposition. 
Among these emancipated and freeman convicts, drunkenness. 
and debauchery were almost universal. Some idea may be form­
ed of their degraded characte1·, from the following circumstance. 
The small vesseh, which took thei1· grain to market would bring 
them when it returned, among other stores, several kegs of 
spirits, chiefly rum. On its an-ival a numbe1· of persons _who 
formed a neighbourhood, assembled on the bank of the river, 
and having emptied a keg of rum into a bucket and diluted it 
with wate1· from the river, men, women and children, would con­
tiu ue for several days and nights, d1·inking that pern~cious beve~ 
rage. At these revels, of which, in some parts of the distdct,. 
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there would be at least twelve during the year, these debauchees 
would indulge in the most obscene conversation, and commit 
the vilest deeds. At this period many of them were living in 
a stat_e of concubinage, if not of promiscuous intercourse. 
Fighting and robbery, n;ianslaughter, suicide and murder, not 
unfrequently resulted from these bacchanalian revels. Though 
therefore, they possessed a nominal liberty, they were enslav­
ed by the lowest passions. 

Yours, &c. 

V.-On the Christian administration of Idolatrous Oaths. 

The end for which a man lives, ought certainly to be that for which 
he was created. To assume or pursue any other end in preference, 
would be in fact to reject the supremacy of God, and to rebel habitually 
against the Almighty. This is sin in its principle of a God-denying 
selfishness. Now the supreme law under which man lies to God is, 
"to love Him with the whole heart, and soul, and mind, and strength;" 
this must be the habitual state of a man, else he sins ; if he adopt any 
course of conduct inconsistent with such supreme love to God, he sins ; 
if, in deliberating on duty, this element as the supreme on·e be rejected, 
he sins. No circumstances that can possibly occur, can ever warrant 
the breach of that first law of human volition and human action ; he is 
bound, " whether he eat, or drink, or whatsoever he do, to do all to the 
glory of God,"-that is, to do all agreeably to the will of God imme­
diately, and for the honor of God ultimately. A good man therefore 
will seek to have the confidence, in all his actions, that he is pleasing 
God; and when he cannot have this confidence, he will first pause, and 
finally cease. All Christians will admit this in theory, but alas! alas I 
how woefully few act on it in practice ! 

The application of the above principle we intend for a case of much 
interest lately sprung np in this land. It is one of inquiry, as to 
the propriety of judicially asking or receiving the Oaths of Idolaters, 
by the objects of their worship or dread. It has hitherto been the 
policy of the government of this country to accept, in all their judicial 
procedure, the oaths of its different inhabitants in that form to which 
they have been accustomed. The consequence has been a collection of 
oaths of the most extr.1.ordinary description, both as to absurdity, falsity 
and contrariety-the strength of the one oath resting on the weakness of 
another; and the truth of one being wholly dependant on the falsity of 
the other. The Bible, and the Koran, the Ganges water, a son's head, 
and the skin of a tiger, are all alike legal tenders to swear by : the 
man who calls fot· any one of them may have it. The Scotchm:111 may 
lift up his right hand to heaven and swear by God Almighty to speak 
the truth ; the Englishman may kiss the Gospels, and do the same ; 
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the 1\fns~alman may raise the Koran to his head, and swe.,r hv it as 
the word of God; 'II.rid the Hindu may touch Ganges wate"r and 
sw.,,ar l1y that River as God :-all these oaths are alike acceptl'd-tlie 
nlidit r of <'ach is sustained-the law makes no question, but dispenses 
justice on thP foundation of oaths which as to theit· objects, are mutu­
ally de,tructive and contradictory. But of this afterwards. The inqtii1'!J 
to which we now refer, is but one branch of a general question as to 
the prnpriPty of such a system of oaths; it is simply this: "Whether 
is it rig·lit or wrong, in the sight of God for a Ch,·istian Magistmte, to 
administ4?r oaths by such objects as the Ganges-water, or the Koran ?" 

In ent.,,ring on this inquirv, these followina thinas are taken for 
grnnterl: • 

0 0 

Tliat snch oaths, hy the Ganges or the Koran, are frequently and 
hal-ifually given in our judicial courts by natives. 

That Magistrates do administe1· such oaths, when, on the witness 
choosing what oath he will take, the Magistrate orders, sanctions or 
judicially sustains the putting of that oath, by the native officer, to the 
said witness. 

That there is on the part of the witness a virtual or direct assei·tion 
of the Dfrinif!J of that by which he in those instances swears: Gunga 
he declares to be Supreme God, or the Koran he declares to be from 
God, and Mahomet its author to have been the Prophet of God. 

That, what is wrong in the sight of God, can never be right on any 
other ground. 

That, to the Christian, the grand rule of right and wrong is the Bible; 
v.hat it declares to be right, is right; and what it declares to be wrong, 
is wrong to him. 

That, a Christian Magisti·ate is as much bound to art agreeably to 
the re,ealed will of God, as a Christian Man is, wherever the will of 
God respecting his procedure is manifest. 

Admitting these thiugs,-any one of which (if questioned) we are 
ready to defend-we proceed unhesitatingly to assert, without a shadow 
of inward doubt, that it is, befoi·e God, sinful, to administer or sustain 
any oath by the Ganges or Koran, and that a Christian magistrate 
sius io doing so. For we hold that, 

I. That, by which the Idolater or Mussalman swears is false, i_n 
that sense on which he swears by it. It is. untrue that the Ganges 1s 
God, or that the Koran is the word of God ; the one we know is a 
mere creature, the other is a vile imposture. IS'ow, a Christian knows 
tl1is at the moment ;-he has no doubt that the object of the witness's 
oath has no existence, and therefore that he is swearing by a non-exis­
tence. He knows, therefore that in the sight of God such an oath ia 
fouuded on a lie. Now, can it be good in the sig·ht of the God of truth, 
that one of His servants, sitting in the chair of truth, ( as the seat of 
justice ought to be, and as the administering of an oat~1 p1:oves that i~ 
would be,) should receive an oath of truth by that which 1s. the ass.er­
tion of a lie? The Christian magistrate knows that there 1s nothmg 
more false than for a man to say that Gunga is God, 01· that the K01·an 
i& Divine; and he further knows that the men who believe Sll,Ch false• 
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hoods shall be judged and condemned tbr it at last; and yet he sustains 
such an assertion, as a sure and valid ground on which as a Magistrate 
to decide I 

The dispensing of justice is made to rest on the administration of an 
oath; that oath proceeds on the assertion that a certain thing is God 
or is Divine, which the magistrate knows not to be so; yet on the 
ground of such an oath, he decides, as a representative or mini~ter of 
the trne God, on the judgment-seat 1 Now in the sight of God, i,; or is 
not such administration of His jU3tice right or wrong? It avails not 
in this question to say that the swem·e1· believe;. the ground of his oath 
to be true; for the inquiry is not about the swearer but the 1·eceiver of 
the oath; and about the latter in relation to God, and not to man. To 
us it seems plain as noon-day that such a system, involving a. deceitful 
silence or connivance, of a judicial kind ,is sinful, and therefore dis­
pleasing in the sight of God. 

II. Idolatry too is the basis of such an oath as that by the G:mge3, 
as imposture is ~f that by the Koran. Now the Christiai1 knows that 
Idolatry is a sin in the sight of God; that liis law has been frameJ 
against. it; that throughout the wl1ole scriptures he has uniformly de­
nounced it as abominable to Him. They who believe the Bible know, 
that every act of idolatry is deemed an insult by Him. For any 
man, therefore to swear by :m idol or idolatrous object, is virtually to 
offer an insult to God; and for anv man who believes this, to sustain 01• 

receive such an oath is to sustai,; or receive that which be knows His 
God at that moment hates and resents and will judge as :m in:;ult. An:l 
can any man, in any station, or for any purpose be warranted to receive 
or permit, much less to administer, that which he knows is insulting 
to the Almighty, and worthy of divine and eternal· condemnation ? 
To swear in the presence of Goo, that the Ganges is HE, or that the 
Koran with all its falsehood is His book, is an abomination to Him ; 
and, what if the evil next in relationship may be, the act of a Christian 
judge or magistrate in publicly and officially sustainiug as a basis for 
the dispensation of justice, that which His Bible declares to be an 
object of abhorrence to the living and true God? The judge has to do 
with that God as well as the idolater; and, if there be any difference 
in their account, it is all again·st the former, because of his superior 
privileges as a Christian. 

We hold then on these simple grounds, that it is wrong to adminis­
ter such oaths as those referred to, or judicially to accept of them when 
offered. Idolatry begins in falsehood, and ends in insult ; and an oath 
by its objects, is based on such falsehood and such insult :-nay, 
an oath by them is the highest possible form of asserting both these 
evils. Men may disguise these things by false names; they may call 
the falsehood of idolatry " conscientious belief;" and they may call its 
insulting forma " religious worship ;" and they may then call the oath 
founded on them a sacred pledge ; but with these men we have at 
present not!1ing to do ;-their speech betrayeth them that they are infi­
dels in this matter and not Christians. We write for those who believe 
the Bible nnd abide by its declarations; and they well /mow that. in 
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that book God has said, that such "conscient.ious belief" is sin "with­
out excuse," and such " religious worship" is the "abominable thing 
which He hateth." Let us not be deceiv<'d by fictitious names, of the. 
world's devising, in order to "cover sin ;" but, as Christian men, let us 
abide by divine names, for they express realities and convey certainties 
-the realities and certainties of the supreme and final judgment. 

Now, in reply to all this, it may be said, "We grant that Idolatry is 
false and abominable in the sight of God, and that an oath by that 
which is bad is a still higher assertion of that badness; but then, we dci 
not admit that the magistrate is any party to this evil-he asserts 01· 
denies nothing himself, and therefore is chargable with nothing bad." 

Now here we move for trial at the bar of God. Is this supposed 
magistrate, in the act referred to, in the sigh4 a11d mind of the 
Almighty, a sinner or no? We say, He is. Before the searcher of 
hearts, he calmly and judicially receives an oath, containing what he 
knows to be an abominable lie, and a damnable sin, in its very bosom; 
and he proceeds to accept, record, aud decide by that oath, without the 
slightest intimation that it is offensive to God or ruinous to man. Is 
this in accordance with supreme love to God? will any man venture to 
say, that, in such a magisterial or judicial action he can lift up his 
heart to heaven and say, "I do this in lo,e to Thee and to my fellow~ 
man !" Besides, what effect has this conduct of the Christian magisti·ate 
on the poor sinful swearer ? Does it teud to weaken or confirm him ? 
No one will say that it weakens his sinful belief in the Gunga or Kos 
ran ; some would say that it tends to confirm him, ( and we believe it 
has this tendency,) but we shall suppose that it has not-only that he 
is left in a neutral state, neithe1· weakened nor confirmed ; suppose this 
apparently more favourable view of the case, what then follows ? just 
this, that God was blasphemed and his name dishonoured in your pre-
11ence, and in the most solemn manner, and you for some end sanc­
tioned it and were silent !-" He that is not .for me is against me, and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth !" He that sees theft committed 
and informs or hinders not, is guilty; and so he that sees idolatry com­
mitted and being able reproves not, is also g·uilt.y-and the man who 
accepts of an oath which proceeds on idolati·y or falsehood, and is 
judicially silent, we believe to be partaker of the sin before God I 

2. Some persons who do not or cannot deny that the acceptance of 
an idolatrous oath is constructively a favour done to idolatry, plead in 
defence that it is done officially, and not personally,-and therefore 
that they are not to be deemed guilty. In othe1· words, " It is a part 
of the office which we have voluntarily taken upon us, and which we 
voluntarily maintain that we should thus sin, or at least do what in 
other circumstances would be highly improper, and perhaps cvil."­
Now this distinction between official and moral duty, is one of those 
fallacies which find no place in the word of God, and certainly shall find 
no room at his bar. The fact of a man continuing to hold the office 
wl,ich compels him to sin, is a sufficient answer to thiH wretched 
sopl,ism which is generally the offspring of a wo1·ldly heart and u. trou• 
LleBou1e wnscience, It reminds us of the old quaint liut wise story, 
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of a certain prince, who was also a bishop, and who had a habit of 
profanely swearing in common conversation. Being reproved one day 
for this by a friend who reminded him of the holiness of his episcopal 
cbaraC'ter, the culprit replied, '' It is not as a bishop hut as a prince 
that I swear l" "Ah," said the friend, " if the P1·ince should be cast 
into bell, whither will the Bishop go?" 

3. Another reply made to our argument is, that, " Without the 
acceptance of the oaths referred to, it is impossible to govern this 
country or administer justice in it; and therefore as we must do the 
latter, we must accept the former." Now to this objection there are 
some plain answers. 

(I.) This is no sufficient answer on the part of a aubo1·dinate 
officer or ser'l'ant. Let the government look to its own responsibility, 
and let him look to bis; if a government choose to rule by sin, that 
can be no justifi.cation of his committing the sin, as we have seen above. 
If a body of men grasp an empire which (according to the supposed 
objection) theyc annot rule without a violation of the divine law, that 
surely can never be a plea for any man becoming their servant in 
iniquity. This is however virtually the same with objection second. 

(2.) But besides, suppose for a moment (what we admit not), that 
it is impoaaible, without sin, to hold or rule this idolatrous empire, what 
follows ? just this, that no good man would either attempt to rule or to 
keep it. To hold any possession on the condition of sinning against 
God, would, to a true Christian, be an impossibility ; he cannot do it. 
If any end however good be unattainable without the commission of 
evil, then he holds that good to be absolutely unattainable to him. If 
any man admit that the legal administration of idolatrous oaths is the 
legal administration or reception of what is an insult to Almighty God, 
and if he further hold that it is impossible to govern India without 
such a system of legalized insult, then, as a Christian, he must believe 
also that to attempt to hold or govern India in such a. case is ain and 
therefore impracticable; and therefore we must immediately cede ou1· 
possession and leave " the dead to bury their dead." 

(3.) We answer again to this objectiou, that we believe no such 
thing as that India cannot be governed, nor justice in it he dispensed, 
without those sinful and idolatrous oaths. No-when we believe this, we 
shall believe that there is no God I " By him kings rule and princes 
decree justice." He is " King of kings and Lord of lords"-" all powers 
that he are his ministers for good." To tell us then that men cannot 
govem without sin, or dispense justice but on the basis of idolatrous 
iniquity, is to set unwan·antable limits to the power or the wisdom, or 
the holiness of God as Supreme Governor of India and of every other 
land; and, to set limits to him, is virtually to reduce him to the level of 
one of those idol gods, by whom the heathen swear. 

( 4,) But once more, as to this objection we believe that a substi­
tute could be found for the system now pursued, a substitute honora­
ble to God, consistent fo1· the Christian, and beneficial to man. On 
this howeve1· we rest not our argument, and therefore we shall not nt 
present ~nte1· on the consid1:1·atiou of it further than to say, that we 
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that book God has said, that such •• conscientious belief" is sin " with­
out excuse," and such " relig·ious worship" is the." abominable thing 
which He hateth." Let us uot be deceived by fictitious names, of the. 
world's de'l'ising, in order to "cover sin ;" but, as Christian men, let us 
abide by diYine tiames, for they express realities and convey certainties 
-the realities and certainties of the supreme and final judgment. 

Now, in reply to all this, it may be 8aid, "We grant that Idolatry is 
false and abominable in the sight of God, and that an oath by that 
which is bad is a still higher assertion of that badness; but then, we dd 
not admit that the magistrate is any party to this evil-he asserts 01· 

denies nothing himulf, and therefore is chargable with nothing bad." 
Now here we move for trial at the bar of God. Is this supposed 

magistrate, in the act referred to, in the sigh( atid mind of the 
Almighty, a sinner or no? We say, He is. Before the searcher of 
hearts, he calmly and judicially receives an oath, containing what he 
knows to be an abominable lie, and a damnable sin, in its very bosom; 
and he proceeds to accept, record, and decide by that oath, without the 
slightest intimation that it is offensive to God or ruinous to man. Is 
this in accordance with supreme love to God? will any man venture td 
say, that, in such a magisterial or judicial action he can lift up his 
heart to heaven and say, "I do this in lo,e to Thee and to my fellows 
man !" Besides, '\\'hat effect has this conduct of the Christian magistrate 
on the poor sinful swearer ? Does it tend to weaken or confirm him ? 
No one will say that it weakens his sinful belief in the Gunga or Kos 
ran ; some would say that it tends to confirm him, ( and we believe it 
has this tendency,) but we shall suppose that it has not-only that he 
is left in a neutral state, neithe1· weakened nor confirmed ; suppose this 
apparently more favourable view of the case, what then follows ? just 
this, that God was blasphemed and his name dishonoured in your pre­
l!ence, and in the most solemn manner, and you for some end sanc­
tioned it and were silent !-" He that is not _for me is against me, and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth !" He that sees theft committed 
and informs or hinders not, is guilty; and so he that sees idolatry com­
mitted and being able reproves not, is also g·uilty-and the man who 
accepts of an oath which proceeds on idolatry or falsehood, and is 
judicially silent, we believe to be partaker of the sin before God I . 

2. Some persons who do not or cannot deny that the acceptance of 
an idolatrous oath is constructively a favour done to idolatry, plead in 
d~fence that it is done qfficially, and not personally,-and therefore 
that they are not to be deemed guilty. In other words, " It is a part 
of the office which we have voluntarily taken upon us, and which we 
voluntarily maintain that we should thus sin, or at least do what in 
other circumstances would be highly improper, and perhaps evil."­
Now this distinction between official and moral duty, is one of those 
fallacies which find no place in the word of God, and certainly shall find 
no room at his bar. The fact of a man continuing to hold the office 
wliich compels him to sin, is a sufficient answer to this wretched 
sophism which is generally the offspring of a worldly heart and a trou• 
Llesome conscience. It reminds us of the old quaint but wise story, 



1839.] Cl,ristian administration of ldolatrous Oaths. 265 

of a certain prince, who was also a bishop, and who had a habit of 
profanely swearing in common conversation. Being reproved one day 
for this by a friend who reminded him of the holiness of his episcopal 
character, the culprit replied, " It is not as a bishop but as a prince 
that I swear I" "Ah," said the friend, " if the Prince should be cast 
into hell, whither will the Bishop go?" 

3. Another reply made to our argument is, that, " Without the 
acceptance of the oaths referred to, it is impossible to govern this 
country or administer justice in it; and therefore as we must do the 
latter, we must accept the former." Now to this objection there are 
some plain answers. 

(I.) This is no sufficient answer on the part of a subo1·dinate 
officer or sel"Vant. Let the government look to its own responsibility, 
and let him look to his; if a government choose to rule by sin, that 
can be no justification of his committing the sin, as we have seen above. 
If a body of men grasp an empire which (according to the supposed 
objection) theyc annot rule without a violation of the divine law, that 
surely can never be a plea for any man becoming their servant in 
iniquity. This is however virtually the same with objection second. 

(2.) But besides, suppose for a moment (what we admit not), that 
it is impossible, without sin, to hold or rule this idolatrous empire, what 
follows ? just this, that no good man would either attempt to rule or to 
keep it. To hold any possession on the condition of sinning against 
God, would, to a true Christian, be an impossibility; he cannot do it. 
If any end howeve1· good be unattainable without the commission of 
evil, then he holds that good to be absolutely unattainable to him. If 
any man admit that the legal administration of idolatrous oaths is the 
legal administration or reception of what is an insult to Almighty God, 
and if he further hold that it is impossible to govern India without 
such a system of legalized insult, then, as a Christian, he must believe 
also that to attempt to hold or govern India in such a case is sin and 
therefore impracticable; and therefore we must immediately cede ou1· 
possession and leave " the dead to bury their dead." 

(3.) We answer again to this objection, that we believe no such 
thing as that India cannot be governed, nqr justice in it be dispensed, 
without those sinful and idolatrous oaths. No-when we believe this, we 
shall believe that there is no God I " By him kings rule and princes 
dec1·ee justice." He is '' King of kings and Lord of lords"-" all powers 
that be are his ministers for good." To tell us then that men cannot 
govern without sin, or dispense justice but on the basis of idolatrous 
iniquity, is to set unwarmntable limits to the power or the wisdom, or 
the holiness of God as Supreme Governor of India and of every other 
land ; and, to set limits to him, is virtually to reduce him to the level of 
one of those idol gods, by whom the heathen swear. 

( 4.) But once more, as to this objection we believe that a substi­
tute could be found for the system now pursued, a substitute honora­
ble to God, consistent for the Christian, and beneficial to man. On 
this howeve1· we rest not our argument, and therefore we shall not at 
present ~nte1· on the consideration of it further than to say, that we 
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belie~·e tlrnt Almighty God would prosper i.t and render it effectual, 
notwithst.anding all the npparent hindrances which at first might forbid. 
'' Them that honour me, I will honour," is the written promise of the 
Lord; and we liave no doubt tlrnt they who act on it will find it true. 
\\"e would ha,·e no appeal to Old or New Testament; we would call 
for twit her the Koran nor Gunga water; we would stand upon the first 
principle of nntural and uni"ersal religion, that tlwre is a Supreme Crea­
tor, Go\'ernoi-, \Vitness and Judµ;e of all, even God; we would leave with 
men themsehes the responsibility of entertaining· tfieir own p1·frate 
opinions concerning him ; all that we ask is that judicially and politi• 
cnlly we know an<l name no other Goel, but the one living and true 
God. This, howe1·er, is a point which we only name, as our argument 
is entire without it; if there were no such substitute, still we must not 
do evil that good may come: and certainly e.r:pe1·ie11ce cannot be 
brought to bear against us, nor the word of God ; whatever theory and 
speculation may be compelled to attempt. 

4. It is ingeniously said, " If for the sake of the honour of God we 
refuse to accept an idolatrous oath then we shall be unable to fulfil the 
law of God itself: that law says, ' Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man 
sliall his blood be sl1ed ;' now, if without accepting an oath bv the 
Gan~es, a judge cannot extract truth from a witness, so as to c~nvict 
and punish the murderer, and if you say it is sin to accept of such an 
oath, then the murderer will live, which is a breach of the law of God." 
This is only a subdivision of the former objection of the " impossibility 
of dispensing justice"-but as it specially refers to the law of God, 
"'-'e shall specially advert to it. Put the supposition fully and fairly 
and it is this: whilst endeavouring to punish a man who has broken 
the si.rth commandment by committing murder, am I to proceed on tes­
timony which breaks the first commandment, in swearing by a false 
God? that is, when reduced to its simplest terms, am I to employ sin 
in detecting or punishing sin ? Is this Divine righteousness? Is this 
Christian justice? Is this common consistency? Let the supposition 
answer its1Jf. If a law be thus divided against itself, how can the law 
stand? If Christianity will make idolatry her servant to detect and 
punish murder, then how can she cast out: idolatry as the accursed 
thing? Nay, the Christian will say, the law is one in all its parts; I 
must not seek to fulfil one commandment by breaking another; I must 
not accept of stolen documents to prove a crime, neither may I accept 
of an idolatrous oath to prove a murder. The first commandment is, 
Thou shalt have no other God befo,re me ; and by this major and 
prior clause will I construe and define my duty·as to all the rest. 

5. Some turn round and say, " Good-we honour your zeal; enter­
taining the views which you do, you would sin if you did otherwise 
than separate yourself from what you hold to he so sinful; we do not 
see that it is sin to accept of such oaths, and therefore we can consis­
tently live by the f1;uits of the office which includes them I" Brethren 
in Christ! Christian Professors I Ye are children of light. " God is 
light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth," Are 
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you walking in light, in clear light, in this matter? Are you willing or 
unwilling to see sin in it? Have you honestly considered the Scrip­
tures? Have you unreservedly poured forth your heart before God in 
prayer? Have you waited for an answer to your supplications? Are 
you sure that you can invoke the presence of your God and Saviour 
when you judicially cause to be administered such oaths? Do you be­
lieve that to refuse light is a sin, as well as to act against light when 
received? Do you remember what your Lord says-" He that doeth 
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may bfl made manifest that they 
are w,·ought in God?" The present question is likely to prove a 
searching one, and blessed are they who shall be found on the Lord's 
side. Consider the question honestly and fearlessly; think not of 
consequences, but of Divine Truth, aud be assured that if you are not 
in a right state to receive the result, you are not in a fit state to reach 
it. Many like Pilate ask " What is Truth ?"-but like him they wait 
not for a reply. 

We are glad that this question has been agitated; and we are glad 
that two at least of the Lord's servants have been brought to decide for 
the glory of God in this matter. They may have, and will have to 
contend with many insinuations as to the propriety of the decided and 
bold step to which by grace they have been led; but let them rejoice in 
such reproach. The Lord be with them !-It is a token for good to 
India, when Christian magistrates begin to question the propriety of being 
wardens of Satan's temples, receivers of Satan's taxes, and administrators 
of Satan's oaths-for all idolatry is of the devil ; there is indeed hope 
that India's worst chains, even those which Christians themsel\'es have 
forged and imposed, shall be broken up for ever. May God hasten the 
day when the name of idols shall no more be found in the land-when 
a magistrate will no more accept an oath by the Ganges or the Koran­
when no oath shall be legal but that which is sworn by him who is the 
sole and universal Judge! Then, as it is written, " He who blesseth 
himself in the earth, shall bless himself in the God of Truth, and he 
that sweareth in the earth, shall swear by the God of Truth." Whq 
is on the side of the God of Truth ? Let him contribute to hasten 
that day I 

We cannot conclude this article without briefly advertiag to some of 
the EvILs which we fear result from the present system of legalizing 
idolatrous oaths, and causing them to be judicially administered. We 
believe however that they are chiefly such as can be appreciated, only 
by a Christian mind. 

l. We fear that much of the displeasure of Almighty God rests 
on our administration of this land-upon governors and governed-and 
upon all concerned in the upholding or executing of a system, so hate­
ful in His sight, as swearing by idol gods and other abominations. 
There is nothing clearer in the whole Bible than that wherever ido­
latry exists, there the anger of God dwells; and that his displeasure 
was eve1· hottest against his own people, when they joined themselves 
with the inhabitants of the land in thei1· idolatrous practices, as we are 
now doing in this heathen country. Let us then take heed lest by our 
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sinful compromise we bring on omselves the only evil which the Chris­
tian cannot resist, the anger of God. 

2. We are encouraging the inhabitants of the land in their super­
stition and idolatry. The justice which we dispense among them-such 
justice as they never knc,v before-is not the fruit of false religion but 
of trne ; not of Heathenism or l\fohommedanism, but of Christianity. 
If we then transfer the fruits of pure and undefiled religion, and con­
nect them with that which is impure and defiled, we hold out all the 
rightful boons and fruits of that which is good, in judicial or civil union 
"·ith that which is e,,il. Let us do justice to idolato,·s, as to all men, 
but let us not cngraft our justice upon their idtJlati:y; these are two 
distinct things; let us confer upon them every rich benefit of our heavenly 
divine religion, but let it not be in such a manner as to make them 
think that they may have the fruit without the tree, or that Christian 
justice can grow on the stem of idolatrous swearing. To convey such 
an impression is to encourage men in their present base superstitions. 
Again, Vl'e say, let us do justice to all sinners ; but let us not seek to 
en graft the administration of that justice upon any form of their sin. 

3. Vl7e believe also that we convey a false notion of our Christian 
sincerity by the conduct we are now discussing. True the Hindu does 
not think us Hindus, nor does the Mussalman account us Mussal­
mans, because we accept their several oaths, but they both unite in 
thinking that we have no religion of any kind at heart, and that 
money-worship lies at the root of all our charitable accommodations, and 
the love of empire is the stem of all our irreligious compromise. This 
is the prevalent belief among almost all intelligent or thinking Hindus 
and Mahommedans-and how can they think otherwise? Is this for 
good to ourselves? What we lose in the esteem of our subjects, can 
we ever supply by force or numbers? Is our empire one of opinion; 
and shall religious esteem, the highest element in such imperial influ­
ence, and of which no people are more susceptible than the masses of 
India, be vilely thrown away, merely to answer the purposes of a heart­
less, godless expediency ? 

4. There is reason to fear that the present system is eating up the 
spiritual Yitality of some of our best men. They unthinkingly enter 
into an office which demands of them some sacrifice of Christian prin­
ciple ; after some time they discover this, but they endeavour to con­
sider the thing as a trifle. " Others do it-why may not they-it is 
official, not a matter of choice, how then can they help it ?" Thus 
they are tempted to reason themselves into evil; then having once_ ob­
tained a victory, they maintain it; they go on from year to year, thmk­
ing they do no wrong, or endeavouring to think so. - Now, whilst it is 
true that these men are accountable for such injury done to their own 
souls, Etill no such temptations ought to exist to do that which is evil. 
Ta.mpering with one official sin, may endanger a man's personal charac­
ter, moral principle, or eternal salvation. Who can tell how many 
controversies sub~ist between God and good men in this land, on this 
very account ? Who can tell how much the Spirit has been grieved? 
Convictions been arrested r consciences been perverted? and many 
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similar evils been entailed ?-How many good men whose thoughts are 
at present unknown, would, like emancipated slaves, testify their joy at 
the abolition of' idolatrous oaths! Yes, we beiieve there is in India a 
goodly number of such men, who would rejoice more in such emancipa• 
tion than in• the addition of thousands a month to their income. 

5. But the last great evil which we see involved in this sy~tem of 
idolatrous co·mpromise is, a b1·each ef that solemn trust reposed in us 
by the "King of kings" in making us masters of this vast empire. ·what 
is the object of such undeniable tmst? Certainly that we may diffuse 
over it the glory of our God, and impart to it the knowledge of Christ. 
This no sincere believer in the Bible will deny ;-now, is it by political 
identification with idolatry, or judicial identification with idolatrous 
swearing, that we promote those ends? If we will not act positively, 
can we not act negatively, and not strengthen that which we have been 
sent here to undermine and overturn ? Oh, would not a stranger sup­
pose that our object as a government, or as its servants, was to render 
a sinful and abominable superstition as comfortable, agreeable and 
secure as possible? and to make it as little desirable as may be, for the 
inhabitants of British India to exchange their delusive and ruinous 
hopes of salvation by the worship of the Ganges and the honour of the 
Koran, for the Rure prospect of eternal life by the knowledge of the liv­
ing and true God and of Jesus Christ His Son ? " Ah sinful nation, 
laden with iniquity," what account will thy rulers and thy judges give 
to the Lord God in the great day of their judgment ! Oh, how will 
all the conventional iniquities of men, flee before the presence of God ! 
and how will men be astonished, to find some of their highest specimens 
of political wisdom eternally condemned, as ruinous and murderous 
policy ! Shall the subject of idolatrous oaths be amongst these? 
Search and see-for the Bible is the Judgment anticipated ! 

VI.-Naomi, 01· Reverses in Providence. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLEMEN, 

If the following address, delivered at the close of the last 
year, be of any practical use in this changing clime it is at 
your disposal. 

Yoms sincerely, 
, \V ILLIAl\I SPRING. 

Is this Naomi ?-Ruth i. 19, 

The story with which these words is connected, is without exception one 
of the most pathetic, n1Fecting, and instructive, in the whole of the 
Sc1·iptu1"es, and conveys a lesson tous, which, ifp1·operly 1·eceived and acted 
upon, will enalile us to olise1·ve the operations of Divine providence, and in 
tlaa& obsen·ation to understand the loving kindness of the Lo1·d. May we 
ho wise to "mai-1,, l~arn ancl inivanlly digest" the sacred truth~ contnined 
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in the narrative, 11s·it respects the fluctuations of pl'ovidence in 1·eference 
to individuRls, families, or e,·en a people. It is scarcely necess11ry that we 
should 1·epent the ~tory; and yet, fo1· refreshment's sake, it may be 1·ec11-
pitulated with ndrnntae:e. 

It would appear that owing to certain painful occurrences in the provi. 
tlence of Gori, Elimelech,a de\'Outcitizen of llethlehem-ju<lah, with his trnly 
pious wife Naomi, an,I theil' two sons, were obliged to emigrate to tlu1 land 
of l\loab for the purpose of sustaining life. It is evident from the narrative 
that at lhE time of their emigration they were persons in affluent circum. 
stances, and that they had ohtainell a high character for probity and up. 
rightness is equally clear. This wns specially the case with Naomi, who in 
all probability added to her other recommendations pe1·sonal attractions 
anrl mental acquirements of no mean order; but whatever these mi.,ht be 
it is e1·ident that her name was as preciou~ ointment fo1; many year; afte1· 
her remornl from her native city. Such was he1· reputation, that it is not 
improbable mothe1·s had ~poken of her as an example in all thin!!'S to 
t htir d,10ghters, fathers had held her up to theii· sons as a model of 
dome,tic and religious vi1·tue, and had often refened to the happiness of 
Elimelech ;n the possession of such a wife. The poor doubtless I in remem. 
hrance of her benevolence, had transmitted her fai1· name from year to yea1• 
to their posterity, whilst the pious of hoLh sexes and of all irrades would be 
'l'l'ont to rehearse her sayings and endea,·our to excite each other to love 
and good works by the recital of her deeds. One can easily suppose that 
when famine was r11ging in the city and misery casting its mantle aroun,tl, 
that the departure of such a woman and such a family would not be an 
e,·ent which could pass unnoticed or unfelt; the pious and the poor would 
mourn over the lack of her example and beneficence, and e,·en the wicked 
would pause and think that a prophet, or what was equal tu a prophet, had 
been amongst them. 

\Ve may readily imagine that as Elimelech with his wife and sons, with 
his asses and property, passed through the gates of the city for a foreign 
country, many vrere the tears which fell, and many and bitter the lamenta. 
tion vrbich ascended up to heaven, saying "Alas! alas! for our city, for 
Elimelech and Naomi are gone." We may suppose the crow1l which 
attended their exit gradually diminishing until the remnant consisted only 
of their most intimate friends, and then it is easy to imagine the last halt. 
ing, the last farewell, the last embrace, the last waive of the l111nd as this 
endeared band separated for ever; and ah! if these emigrants had nn 11ged 
father or mother, or brothers and sisters, in t,hat s<1me city, what a scene of 
weeping and lamentation, of blessing and reLlessing must there have been. 

For who the langua!!e of a tear, or ,igh, or groan 
Can well interpret, when kindred spirits sever 
Even for a while-much more for ever. 

Naomi wept doubtless and much, but yet she was happy, for she possessed 
a husband-and not only a husband whom she loved, but one in whom she 
could confide as her protecto1· and guide under Go<I in a wicke<l world. She 
lia<l sous too growing up into all the ,·igour of manho~d, the hope of her 
declining years, and she was full of every thing which could rnnde1· her life 
under such circumstances happy and useful; but aliove all she trnsted in Gud 
and belie,·ed that in the step ~he was taking she was following the dil·ection 
of his divine Providence. She acknowledged him in all her ways and he 
did direct her steps. Happy those women who are in such a case; who 
are so blessed in all their earthly relations and so blei;sed in the highest 
and 1,est of all relations, their relations with eternity and God. 

After arriving in the land of Moab, a land of idolators, the family of 
Elimelech settled there and bhed al'ouod it the light and ule~~eduese of ta·ue 
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religion. The memherR of their household Jived respectecl and beloved amongst 
the Munhites. In the course of time the sons marriecl with the claughters of 
the lurul, und for m;,ny years Naomi live<I, though in a foreign country, in 
the po~He~siun of every social, domestic and religious enjoyment. Then it 
WRH that lhe sun•hine of Divine favor restecl upon her, and shed its clearest 
111111 must cheerful heams upon l1er path; but soon was its shining dimmed. 
•• Clouds ov~rcnst her wintry sky;" she had to follow her endeared h11s­
ba111J to the grn1·e, for it came to pass that Elimelech died. Scarcely had 
the grave closed on the father than it was opened to receive the sons, for 
"Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them, all!l the woman was left of her 
two so.us and her husband." Then she began to feel the de,olateness of her 
situation, a Rtrange1· in a strange land, and she bethought herself of re­
turning unto the Janel of l1er fathers, that she might spend the remnant of 
her days in peacl'. Naomi had not lived in Moab for nought; she ha<I made 
he1· piety to he both felt and respected; she was as an emigrant, and missi­
onary fo1· Guel, and she had been successful both hy her precept and example, 
fo1· such had been the influence of her piety over her daughters-in-law that 
they fo1· religion's sake would accompany her to the land of Israel. Previ­
ously to enteri:ig on the sacred land, the land consecrated unto l:lod, we 
are furnished with a most affecting and trying scene between Naomi and her 
daughters-in-law, Although she was aware that they had seen in her the 
many peculiarities and mar Iced differences which pertained to the J ewi..;h faith 
ove1· I heh· own idolatrous practices, she yet like a wise as well as pious woman, 
thought it her duty to lay the real state of things in a religious point of view 
before them and to tell them fully t.he sacrifices they must he prepared to 
malrn if th1•y would dwell in Israel with pious Jews. She probably pointed 
out to them many little matter, in theil,' heathen dress which would be 
offensive to· the weaker Jews-many hahits and expressions, manners 
anrl customs which had g1·own up with their growth, which they could not 
easily cast off, but which must he put away if they would live in peacP, as 
they 111ight ei1he1· become the subjects of satirical plea,antry or religious 
persecution. She evidently pointed out to them the improbability of theil" 
being able to enter into connubial life with Jews except in her own family, 
she probably hinted at their being only permitted to worship in the outer 
pale pf the Gentiles, that they neve1· could receive the full adoption of 
church members, and that they would he even separated in death. She 
stated to them with faithfulness and love, all the difficulties which would 
accompany a religious life and what was the result: they lifted up their 
voice and wept ugain. Orpah kissed he1· mother-in-law, aml returned into he1· 
own counti·y, lmt Ruth clave unto he1·. Orpah was a specimen of too many 
of 0111· race who in e:irly life manifest all that is hopeful and interesting, 
who fu1· awhile do run well, hut who, when they are about tu contend with 
the trials of a religious life, draw back, pel'haps not to perdition, hut to an 
awful and distressing state ofmisel'y; they love the Savioul', they embrace 
him and go back into the world. But Ruth clave unto her, and when 
Naomi pointed out tu her the example of Orpah it only elicited from her 
this noble disclosure of he1· feelings-" '\-Vhithe1· thou guest I will go, and 
whel'e thou lodgest I will lodge; lhy people shall be my people, and thy 
God my God: 11 here thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried ; the 
Lord do so to me, nnd mo1·e also, if aught but rleath part thee and me." 
Ruth i. 16, 17. A noble example this, worthy of universal imitation. It 
is conduct worthy the disciples of Him who hath s;iid, " If any man 
will follow me, let him take up his cross." 

Hnving proceeded on their journey, the two ,romen approached the city, 
and when the 1·epo1·t of Naomi's return hall spread through Bethlehem it 
is s11iu thut all the city was movod, aud they said, 18 tl1is Nuomi? Such 
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were the ren•1·ses which she had experienced in the providence of God, 
that those who had known her, and those who had heard of he,· previous 
l1appint>ss end fulness, were moved with compassion. If the concom·se of 
spectiitors was ~reat at I,er departure, so would it be on he,· return; for 
many who had known her in affinence might have supposed that her rl•si­
dence in a foreil!n countrv would have added unto her we11lth, retinue and 
im port:rnct'. l-1 ow great must have been theil· astonishment to see he1· 

. acc(>mpanit>rl hut by a heathen widow, a few domestics, and hut little 111·0-

perty, in~tead of her hu~hand and her sons, who had left the city with 
her in health and st1·ength, her retinue of servants and h~r property. 
How must the poo1· have mourned whose expectations had been raised by 
the hope of he,· dilf11sh·e oene,•olence when they saw her poor herself; and 
l1ow must the young have felt sad when they saw her on whom they had 
been accustomed to think RS il healthy and beautiful woman withered with 
age and wrinkled with many sorrows. Ho,v must the multitude, who from 
moti,·es of curiosity had been led ont of the city to see the returning wife 
of Elimelech and her friends, have felt to see nought save a youthful Moa­
bitish widow :n kindness supporting the feeble steps of an aged mothe1· to 
the city of her fathers' sPpnlchres, that she might sleep in peace-young 
and old, rich and poor-all-the whole city wept at the 1·everses in her 
fortune, and said, Is this Naomi? llut what a change to herself! :md 
she felt it keenl)·, for she said" Call me not Naomi, but call me Mara, for 
lhe Almi~hty hath dealt very bitterly with me." For a moment she 
sPemed to lose that nohle character which she had hithe1·to sustained, and 
under the inlluence of bitter anguish ~he said," Seei11g that the Lord bath 
testilied against me, and the Almighty hath :,fflicted me." She went out 
acc,,mpanie<l hy e,·ery thing she held dear, and she had returned having 
buried her li,·ing treasures in a strange land; she went out rich, she had 
returned poor; she went forth in the prime of life, she had returned with­
ered with age ; she went out confident and joyous, she had retumed broken 
in ~pirit and o,•er" helmed with grief. Many of the people of her own city 
recognized her not; she looked in vain for the faces once familiar, and lis­
tened in v.iin for these voices which hacl blessed her at every turn; she did 
perhaps, as many others ha,·e clone after a long sojourn in a foreign country, 
haste from house to house, but they were no longer inhabitated by those 
who once welcomed Naomi. She might have relations, hut her father was 
not; friends, but her mother slept in the grave. Though he1·self aged 
and likely soon to depart she must have felt·the change not only in her 
circumsta11cPs, but in all the associations which had endeared Bethlehem to 
her heart, and under all the reverses which she had undergone in the prn­
vidence of God she wept and said, "I went out full and the Lord hnth 
hrougbt me home again empty, why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the 
Lord hath testified against me and the Almighty bath afflicted me." 
Though for a moment she was overwhelmed, yet still she recognized the 
liand of God in all, the Lord had afflicted and not man, and she seemed 
to say-

" Ye fearful saints fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, aod will burst 
In blessings on your head." 

This part of the narrative teaches us the importance of not depending 
for our comfort or support, or for our permanent happiness on human crea­
tures however good, 01· on earthly objects howeve1· excellent or esteemed 
they may be, and that legitimately by us. Husbands perish, child1·en die: 
riches take to themselves wings and By away, and the most 1·eligious and 
happy circles are broken up in anilllltant. We are also taught by it that 
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'though by removal in the providence of God we escape tl1e calamities in. 
ciclent to one plncP, we are not free from the same or equally heavy ones in 
nnother ; nnd though God exempts us from fXtraordinary sorrows, WP, 

have no ground to believe t.hat he will shield u~ from ordinary ill~. from 
those which are common to all. Naomi escaped the famine, hut she lost hn 
lmsband anil her sons; she escaped death hut poverty overtook her. \-Ve 
learn moreover from it that it is consistent with fom,.(e prudence an,I 
retirement to display the most heroic coniluct, and that such conduct will 
be displayed under the mo3t trying circumstancl's where affection an,! 
religion combine to support and animate. Naomi was hut a desolate 
and widowed woman, and yet in religion's ways she acted a noble and he­
roic part. It is also evident from this narrative, that God will overrule 
the emigration of his people for the spread of truth and the conversion 
of the people amongst whom they dwell. The Elirnelechs were evident­
ly a decidedly missionai·y family amongst the Moabites, and in one instance 
at least, if not in more, successful in their efforts. lVe may see in it too that 
God will overmle calamity for the advancement of piety; and the differ. 
ence between superficial and genuine affection is exemplified in the con­
duct of Orpah and Ruth, Orpah merely kissed Naomi and wept, hut Ruth 
clave unto her, ancl the whole narrative shews us how religion can support 
even the weaker vessels under the heavie&t calamities ancl sorrows 
of life-

A faithful and uocl,anging God 
Lnys the foundations of their hopes 
In oaths Rnd promises and blood. 

May these lessons rest upon our minds and influence our li1·es in all the 
different relations and circumstances of our future lot. Let us no,v pass 
from these lessons to that g1·eat lesson which appears specially boun,l up 
with the language of the text, viz.-

That i11dividuals and families may e.rpect gi·eat reverses in divine providence 
under which they can alone be supported by the comfo,-ts and hope$ of true 
religion and in a wise observance of the P1·ovidence of God. 

Let us on this solemn occasion seriously reflect on what hath happened 
to us, that we may be wise to observe and understand the lessons which they 
are designed to convey. Of hO\v many persons in this limited community 
may it be said, when we look at the dangers that have passed over them, 
"and is this Naomi?" We are in many respects like the pious family of 
Elimelech-we m·e a Christian people in a foreign land-in the midst of 
idolators-some of us far from our native country, brought here in the in. 
scrutable providence of God for wise purposes ; all of us claim that fa. 
voured land as the lane! of our fathers' sepulchres aud turn to it with hope 
as our refuge in earthly conflict. 

lVe are in a ~ountry distinguished for change in society equally from its 
being a foreign country and a reputedly unhealthy climate, and often from 
the many changes in our city and circle clo those mo1·e permanently 
resident in it feel the greatest anguish, and they are 1·eady to say as they 
see one removed to the grave 111111 anothe1· to this or that district of our 
world, is this the circle in which we once moved? Are these the friends 
with whom we once associated and from whom we obtained sympathy an<l 
aid? and the p1·eacher of the gospel may, after looking over his congrega­
tion, say, Alas! alas ! how changed ! for it cannot be saicl so trnly here 
as in many lancls-that instead of the fathers came up the children-nay 
it can be rathe1· said that others arise who knew not Joseph, and they may 
under the influence of the change say as cli<l the citizens of Bethlehem­
" Is this Naomi?" 

VIII. 2 N 
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1'' e stnte not this to discom·age 01· because our hearts faint, for God ever 
li.-eth, but to shew how strong a claim every minister of Christ hns upon 
the sympathies and prayers of those that remain 01· dwell permanentlv in 
the land. It is done with the intention of urging on the resi,lent Clii-is. 
tians in India this apostolic injunction-Brethren, pray for us tl,ot the word 
?f Lhe Lord may be glorified amongst us even as it is with others. Not only 
1~ the country in which we live, but the city in which we dwell peculiarly o 
city of chan1re. It is a city of pass~e either for the young who are just en. 
tering on life in all the buoyancy of health and hope, 01· for the fiick and iu­
,•alided whu a1·e seeking to rnnovate emaciated cunstitutions in a more brnc. 
ing clime-lioth of which classes are not genernllv in the most suitable state 
to listen to the truths of the word of God, or to ·fo,·m lasting anti endeared 
friendship;;, and this is the se11son in which many such things occur, when 
old frie11d;; pass away :md new ones are aniving. \Ve have chosen this sub. 
ject that before we break up our connexions 01· form new ones we may 
unite in reflecting on the providence of God, during the pe1·iod of 0111· so. 
journ here, or on that which may await us in the future arrangements of God, 
while we are permitted to dwell in the land. The1·e are two 1·eversions in 
Jiro,,idences to which we arn suhject. First, the reversion of poverty, so1·1·ow 
and disease for afflnence, joy and health ; and, secondly, the reversion from 
joy, heitlth, and 11ffluence to poverty, sorrow and disease; anti there is often 
a combination of the two, where disease combines with wealth, and health 
with decent po,•erty, or sadness with wealth, and health. Jt is the htter 
state combining re,·erses both of a pleasurable and painful nature which 
more commonly occurs in this land; we see persons wl10 ca1ne out empty 
of this world's goods go away full; but who came, full of health depart 
like a broken vessel ; and those who came out with joyful and buoyant 
minds, picturing to themselves the highest order of enjoyment when they 
should have amassed their fortune's, having obtained those fortunes reth-iug 
with sad hearts and morbid affections to the land of their fath~rR ; and alas! 
toro many are there who came out with a comparative fulness of moral and 
religil•us feelings, who go away destitute of all sensiltility of conscience and 
all tenderness of heart, either swallowell up in earthliness, heathenism or 
Mahomedanism, speaking if not in disparaging terms oftheil· own faith, at 
least daring to compare it with the lies of Brahma and Mahomed. These 
speak of the poor and simple natives, of whose simplicity they can produce 
but fow e,·idences, and whose poverty they have not sou!fht to ameliornte; 
they ,speak of them as though they we1·ethe inhabitants of a second Arcadia, 
but forget ting in their departure, if even India were Arcadia, to leave that 
behind "'liich would enable its inhabitants to weed its gardens or prune its 
trees. Those who ha1•e amassed fortunes in India and who will not l't!Side 
in it, should at least invest some of that property for the moral and religious 
advantage of its inhabitants. It is impossible to look on any of these 
classes, but especially on this last of persons, who were once full of.every 
good promise, now withered and blighted, in mind and body, intoxicated 
by success, yet forgetful of God in the miclst of hi,i me1·ci1is, who have 
thrown off every moral and spiritual beauty, without exclaimmg in the 
bitterest agony of spirit and is thia Naomi? 

The great cause of all these sorrows, remember, is to be traced to forget. 
fulness of God; they have forgotten him, and he has given them up to 
believe and practise a lie. Let those of you who are but ente1·ing on an 
Indian career, beware, lelit a promise bdng left you of eutering into ,·eet 
you should seem to come short of it. 

There are those amongst us who entered upon life in comparative po­
verty, but who by the divine favor have risen to 11ffluence and wealth ; 
such possess an influence which they never anticipated, and can command 
resource! of which they had scarcely dreamt, and with unimpaired health, 
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In looldng Rt them in their Rltered condition, in their houses, dress, equi. 
poge nnd modes of expenditure, it is impossible not to ask, h this Naomi? 
Are these 1he persons who in their poverty did serve and fear God, but 
now in Hffluence, ns his sel'vice costs them a sacrifice, will not yield it with 
thut pleasure wloich they once did? It is true, they still attend the house of 
Gud~respect his ministry nnd support his cause, yet in their houses, their 
conversation, and in theil' domestic arrangements the voice of Guel is not 
heard. Like Je~hurun they have waxed fat and have revolted, they have 
1·esisted the full force of the requirements, of the laws of Guel. If such he 
within audience to.day, let them be warned by another character which 
often meets us in the reverses of PJ"ovidence. We refer to such as have 
in the myste1·ious ways of God been brought from an affluent condition to 
one of w1·etchedness and poverty, and that chiefly through their own im. 
prudence, wickedness 01· folly. \\'hen we see those who once moved in the 
first walks of life plunged into the lowesi society, those, who formerly 
directed public opinion and whose word was almost a law, depo~erl and 
hl'oken; those who dwelt in ceiled houses, inhabiting the simplest dwelling; 
those who could by the magic wand of opulence call up every luxury, 
lacking the very necessaries of life; or those who did once maintain an 
outwa1·dly decent moral conduct lost to every feeling of decency and hope, 
we are ready to exclaim? "Behold the picture, is it like?" ls this Naomi? 
and as we reflect on their conduct and its issue, we are ready to say, "Lord 
teach us to shun theil' path; let us not come into their secret; they knew 
not the hand that fed them, or the stream that supplied their wants; and 
the hand withdrew itself and the stream ceased to flow, and therefore 
they have faintE•d in the way!" May we be wise lest a worse thing befal 
us than that which bath fallen on them ! 

One mo1·e notice of the reverses of fortune and we have done. There are 
those amongst us who have been hurled from the pinnacle of human happi­
ness and prosperity to that of sorrow and distress; those who opened their 
career full of buoyancy and hope, like a proud bark with swelling canvas 
end a favol'ing breeze, but who are now with seams opening wide and half a 
w1·eck; rich men who have become beggars; hale men emaciated; wives, 
widows; children, orphans; and husbands left to train their little ones alone. 
Families and circles the most replete and happy, broken up and scattered, 
and the most sanguine hopes and prospects blighted and blasted in an in. 
stant. In passing through our streets and looking upon our neighbours so 
reversed it is impossible not to lift up the voice and weep and say, Is this 
Naomi? Beloved, how many have been the vicissitudes in connexion with 
this place of worship within a few years. "Our fathers where are they? 
and the prophets do they live for ever?" No! many sleep in the death. 
house, and others though living are scattered over the face of the earth, and 
we are changed indeed; but though they are gone, God li,·es, and his gospel 
is unchanged. How great have been the reverses in our city and country ; 
-famine, disease, and wa1· have each in turn visited our land, but the angel 
of mel'cy haLh preserved us. Yes, in passing th1·ough many a once fertile, 
and densely populated part of India, now laid wa~te by famine and death we 
might lift up our voice and weep and say, Is this the hnd once so fertile, 
nnd lire these the spots once peopled with thousands of immo1·tal IJeings? 
Thus we see that in individual cases, in families, in villages, in towns, 
cities ;,md nations, there are these fluctuations and 1·eve1·ses in the provi­
dence of God. One event in this matter happeneth to all, 

But we should nlso remember nmidst nil these changes that the hand 
which sways the universal sceptre is a powerful hand, and that it is swayed 
by a kind nnd loving hem·t. \Ve should remembe1· that though the sounds 
which foll on the ear may bQ discordant enuugh at p1·esent, yet will they 
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ultimRtely hlentl in harmonious concel't, and that though the elements of 
the atmosphere in "hich we now live he warring, they m·a but de~ign~d 
to purify it so that it will uhimRtely he as the calm ~11111me1·'s ev~n, 1111d 
blest with e,•cry fragTance, as was Eden's faii·y lnnri in which 0111· fint 
parents walked and convene,! with theil' God. We should hem· in mind 
not only that all things shall work togethe1· fo1· our good, but thnt we are 
to he apt scholars in the school of God ; wa should hen,· one \'Oice in the 
midst of all saying " Learn of me." May we hear that voice 1111<1 live. 
"'hat l1a\'e we learnt from the lessons of the pa~t? What sins have we 
deserted ? ·what resolutions have we carried into effect? \l'hat holy 
pu1·pose ha,·e we subsen-ed ? \Vhat mercies have we rightly estimated, and 
what senice ham we rendered to God ? Can it be said of us in sorrow fo1· 
out· ,·etl'Ogressions io religious matters," Is this Naomi?" Oh may it not ,·a~ 
ther be asked what sin have we not committed-what mercies have we 1101; 
neglected-what resoh-es have we not broken-what negligence have we 
not displayed ! and may we not in the revelation of the guilt which shall 
pass in array before us exclaim" Enter not intojudgment with us, 0 Lord!" 
Oh that God may enable us to remember that while all other things change 
one thing remaineth the same, unchanged, and unblest, but as it is changed 
and blest by the grace and spirit of God, and that one thing is the hard, 
oiidurate :mu flinty heart of man ; and may we all feeling this beseech God 
to pour out upon our hearts the changing and converting influence of his 
grace that we may be changed. Every thing around us, as well as every' 
thing within us, has a tendency to draw us from God, to mar our spiritual 
Leauty and spoil all the fair proportions of the spiritual temple which the 
Spirit of Go,l is rearing for himself; may we ever feel that we are prone 
to lea,·e tbe God we lo,·e; and be led to seek for that grace which alone 
can bring salvation; and may we remember, that the providences of God 
can only lie viewed with adl'antage as they are seen through the cross of 
Christ, and that that cross can alone be the antidote to fear in death and 
the juilgment: and oh that we may so learn the lessons afforded us by the 
pro,·idence and word_ and grace of God, that w~ mar be wise to observe 
these things and ultmiately understand the loving kmduess of the Lord! 

VIL-Appendix to the Notices of Bengali Dictionaries. 
(Continued from p. 323, C. C. 0. for June, 1838.) 

To the Edito,s of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
I beg to forward you a further Appendix to the notices of Bengali Dic­

tionaries, which have found place at intervals, in your useful periodical. 
The little work now in question has but just appeared. I wish to draw 
attention to it as a meritorious publication, at the same time that I 
complete my notitia: of Bengali Grammar and Lexicography. Craving 
your indulgence for this further demand on your very limited space, 

I am, dear friends, yours, &c. 
CINSURENSIS. 

No. 16. "lnn'!J -3 Tift,;r ot&tFs;~t>r, i. e. a Dictionary of Persian 
words in use in this Province, with their equivalents in pure Bengali, 
by l\il Kamal Mustophi; pages 96, small square fo1·m, printed at the 
PurnachandJ·oday Press, Calcutta, 18391 price 8 annas, 
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The compiler of this work is NH Kamal Mustophi, who, in a short 

preface, states his object in publishing it to be the purifying of his native 
longuoge of Bengal from the admixture of those numerous Persian 
nnd. other exotic terms, which have so long been current-introduced 
at first by the Mussalman conquerors of the country, and strangely 
perpetuated, under British rulers, by the anomalous retention of the 
Persian language in the courts and general administration of the 
country; to the manifest injury, equally of the conquerors and the 
conquered. Happily this serious impediment to the improvement of 
the countries subjected to our rule, is about to be numbered among the 
things that have been. The mental and moral energies of our fellow­
subjects of Hindustan have already experienced a strong impulse to a 
vigorous and healthy exercise, requiring but time and extension to be 
attended with results of the most beneficial character. 

Some respectable natives of talent and acquirement have already come 
forward to hasten the advance of improvement. The compiler of the 
work now before us has taken a very prominent part in the meritorious 
effort to improve the language of his native province, or rather to re­
store it to its original purity, and so to fit it for becoming, as it now will be, 
the language of our courts and public offices, as well a.s a more correct, 
precise and effective medium of discourse, and a juster expression of the 
growing taste and extending information of the natives generally. He 
relies on the patriotic, intelligent, and zealous co-operation of his 
countrymen· of all classes for giving efficiency to his labours : and it is 
indeed earnestly to be hoped that his appeal to these will not have been 
made in vain. It is evident that on them, much more even than on 
the few foreigners who speak or write Bengali, must depend the pro­
gressive improvement of the vernacular idiom. Now that this re­
assuines its natural importance among national languages, may we not 
expect that a laudable ambition,as well to give respectability to the spoken 
and written tongue, as to advance their own mental improvement, will 
prove sufficient inducement to them generally to discard a too indolent 
acquiescence in what has been long customary and current, to disuse 
those barbarous exotics which at once disfigure and enervate the native 
beauty and inherent vigour of the pUl·est offspring of that Sanskrit 
which they have ever deemed" the language of the gods," and to recur 
to the parent source for such derivatives as the rapid extension of 
knowledge may require to be brought into use. The object has our 
warmest suffrage; we think too it must secure the suffrages not only of 
all true philologists, but of all intelligent well-wishers to the literary 
and mental improvement of India. 

This little work extends to 76 pages in the small square Dictionary 
form, printed in double columns, averaging eighteen words each ; mak­
ing a total of 2700 to 3000 words for the whole nwnber of Persian or 
Arabic terms, for which suitable pure Bengali substitutes are here pro­
vided. The typogrnphical execution is most respectable indeed, and does 
very great credit to the Native Press. Of the literary execution of the 
work we would speak without exaggeration. It is not, of course, equal 
throughout, nor in every case are the Bengali substitutes for Persian 
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terms such R!! Are either the most correct or the most current in Bengali 
books. Taken a!I a whole, bo.vever, we are of opinion, his book does the 
compiler much credit. It is clear that he has employed no small labour 
and used no inconsiderable measure of discrimination in the execution 
of his task. As a first attempt it is highly meritorious. 

The student must be apprized that the spelliug, in Bengali characters, 
of Persian words, has never been quite uniform or consistent with tha 
powers of the letters ; 110 scale having been originally laid down, each 
man pronounced or wrote as it pleased him ; haste or a defective ear, or 
much ignorance of both the one language and the other, must of course 
have occasioned great confusion in the Orthography. The compiler 
should not therefore be severely animadverted upon if those who 
consult his book should seek for a word where it is not to be found. If 
e. g. one should look for ~'5l\ or :ir~$, and find, as he will, only 
~'a mosque'-so likewise C<ft:ll'J' for <R'J' 'the loins'-~t~ for 
~t. ' an account,' &c. 

Frequently however he will find the same word with a variety of 
spe1ling-as ~i:;:1 and ~, for 'tflil ' dust,' and ~U and C"t"lt'ft for 
mm ' a soldier,' ~ and ~ f~ "'f<l> ' a parrot.' 

Some current words are not to be fo'ii.nd at all, as '51l!I, ' rare, singular,' 
~._ 'difference,' ~tl', ' another form of~ a purgative,' &c. Some 
few are misinterpreted; as '5iil~, i. e. '51"r,if1r<f, 'a searcher,' &c. is render 
ed ;s;r-nr<fhr ' sought for,' &c. The omission of the , beneath close conso­
nants will, to persons not much acquainted with Persian or Hindus­
tani, be often puzzling; as in ~ for ~~' and many others. 

We could wish, too, such vulgar corruptions as ;st~ fo1· ;s~J had 
been omitted ; and that words of more common occurrence had been 
employed in some places instead of others that, we fear, are rarely 
heard, rarely even seen ; as under C<ft-5, explained by ;sr1t1't ~>f; where 
Ulf.,<lt'n or mtsff'll", &c. would have been preferable. In some places 
the sense given may be more or less questionable-as under l{-'ll"iil', ren­
dered correctly enough 1st by sfl<rtjl"; but for the other term S"l$,i!, 
S>ft<fllt ors~ would have been more accurate. So ffi"t for tl'fJV11it, 
;: plaintiff, would have been preferable to ~t~1, the more so as 
"!Wtift is given for '5lr-:mfl, a defendant . 

. .., It should be noticed that the character • is improperly used for <I 
or better .:iv, as the expression of the Persian , or w ; the other spelling, 
howe,,er, is also given. 

Withal we bear most willing testimony to the general accuracy 
and faithfulness of the explanations, and have great pleasure in recom­
mending this little work to all persons employed in Bengali composition_; 
or in courts of Law or Revenue, administrative officers, &c. to whom it 

caunot, we thiuk, fail of proving eminently serviceable. 
The price of the book, procurable at the Purnachandroday Press, No. 

29, Amratollah gully, Bara Bazar, is only eight annas I 
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REVIEW. 

Medhurst on China. 
[Continued from page 239.) 

Having noticed the serious and disgraceful obstacle which the intro­
duction of opium opposes to the spread of Christianity in China, our 
author proceeds to detail, in the three chapters which follow, consider­
ations which he deems calculated to raise our expectations respecting 
the sur.cess likely to attend well-sustained, prayerful efforts for the 
evangelization of that vast empire. This encouragement is derived 
from the civilized state of the country, which i, directly treated of in 
the fifth chapter, and indirectly in the sixth and seventh, where laws and 
literature are the immediate subjects of discourse. A minute analysis 
of these chapters would educe facts interesting and instructive to tl,ose 
who are making domestic economy, jurisprudence, politics, philology, 
or education their study. But our limits will allow us to view them in 
one light only-with the eye of a missionary. Looking then at the 
connection established between means and end in the renovation of the 
soul as well as the preservation of the body, we ask, is the civilization 
of China an encouraging circumstance? If we furnish an answer to 
this question by means of inductive evidence, shewing among which 
class of nations, the barbarous or refined, missions have heen most suc­
cessful, we must surely reply in the negative. The London Society 
points to the South Sea Islands as the scene of its greatest success, the 
Church Mission to New Zealand, the Baptist to the West Indies. The 
triumphs of the interesting mission in Burmah have been very far more 
extensive among the uneducated Karens than t.he civilized Burmans. 
Far be it from us to depreciate the value of civilization. We would not 
have our fellow-men roam the woods and the wilds in search of prey, 
clothed with skins or fig leaves, banding together through no mutual 
kindly dispositions or love of social intercourse, but for the mere beastial 
purpose of more readily securing their plunder, or more easily defending 
themselves from the arrow or tomahawk of those who are as eager for 
spoil, and as reckless how they obtain it, as themselves. 'Ne have no 
faith either in the innocence or delights of savage life. But we think 
it a palpable fact that human depravity will destrnctively pervert the 
choicest blessings, and convert that which, reasoning speculatively, we 
should say would be "for the furtherance of the Gospel", into a hinder­
ance. And we think that Mr. Medhurst's pages will supply us with 
the materials for sJ.iewing the form which the abuse of civilization ha11 
taken in China. We learn from him that the civilities and kind expres­
sions which civilization teaches, have degenerated into the habitual use 
of the most fulsome flatteries and hollow adulations. Take the follow­
ing specimen : 

"The epithets employed, when conversation commences, are in keeping_ with 
the character of the people. The familia1· use of Lhe personal pronoun 1s not 
indulged in; on the., contrary, ' ,ener11ble \lucle,-' honournble brother'-
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• virtuous companion'-or ' excellent &ir,'-in addressing II stranger, are used 
insteRd of the pronoun 'you;' and' the worthless fellow,•-• the stupid one • 
-• the lnte boro,'-or the' unworthy disciple,' instead of the pronoun• 1'• 
are terms of common occurrence. 'What is youi· noble pntronymic: ?' is tl;e 
first question; to which the usual reply is, 'My poverty-struck fnmily name is 
so and so;' again, the que_stion is ask~d respecting the 'houourablc nppe.llation, 
the eicalted age, and the tamous provrnce,' of the stranger; which <1ueries ure 
replied to by npplyiog to one's self the epithets of 'ignoble, short-lived, nnd 
vulgar;' and thus the conversation proceeds i11 a strain of compliment, the very 
commonness of which proves the civilizatio11 of the veople. The titles bestflwed 
upon the relations of others, together with the humiliating light in which persons 
speak of their own connections are also remarkable. • Houourable young gen­
tlemen,' for a friend's sou ; and 'the thousand pieces of gold,' for his daugh­
ter, are usual appellations; while the individual replies, by bestowing the epithet 
of• dog's son,' and' female slave,' ou his own offspring." 

The prevalence of such a practice must tend to induce a two-faced, 
deceptive cast of character. \\'e need no arguments to show how great 
an obstacle this is likely to prove to the spread of the truth-that truth 
which requires the habitual maintenance of an inward sincerity, clear as 
cr)·stal and which condemns sins of thought and purpose equally with 
sins of action. 

That "reudel'ing honor to whom honor is due, fear to whom fear," 
which is the bond and bulwark of civilized society, has, among the 
Chinese degraded itself into a servile and childish prostrating of them­
self before the very shadow of authority. This state of feeling has 
been superinduced by an overstrained use of the parental prerogative, 
leaving no room for the exercise of ripened reason and a mature under­
standing. Our author speaking of this abuse of parental authol"ity says: 

"F.om the dependency and inferiority of the infantile state, when this authority 
is naturally recognised and easily enforced, to the more advanced stages of life, 
the idea of an almost divine superiority is cherished, and no circumstances can 
arise in which the child is absolved from unqualified and undisputing obedience 
to the parent. 

" This principle forms the basis of their political code also. For though tlie 
emperor stands in no natural relation to bis people, and is rather cbel'ish~d by 
them than contributes to their support, yet he bas induced the belief that he is 
their parent and protector, and as sucli possessed of unquestioooble authority 
Ofer them. lo order to strengthen this assumption, the idea of divine right is 
superadded to that of earthly supremacy. Heaven and earth are considered the 
parents of all mankind, and the emperor, as the Soo of Heaven, is of course 
next in authority, and reverenced accordingly. Whosoever, therefore, obtains 
tlie decree of Heaven, to ascend ' the dragon throne,' has 11 sort of· mys­
terious dignity thrown around him ; and it is in their opinion as wicked to 
dispute the authority of the supreme on earth as the supreme in heaven. Both 
parents and rulers are, by the Chinese, infinitely exalted above children and 
subjects, and receive not only homage hut adol'atioo. Mol'al feeling, therefore, 
carried to an excess, and strengthened by superstitious awe, lead the Chinese 
without questioning to yield to authority; and this submissive, unresisting 
spirit is the source of that peace and good Ol'del' which prevail throughout 
the empire. Tuus to establish, and thus to sanction tlie most absolute des­
potism, and to render it subservient to the pacification of a gl'eat country, cer­
tainly argues a degree of penetration and discernment which does not comport 
with a barbarous state of society." 

It is evident therefore that while the supreme authority is opposed 
to the Gospel he will speedily enlist the whole strength and host of the 
nation to oppose its spr&ad, and should the gospel be embraced by the 
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higher powers such a feigned and heartless reception of the truth as 
the Bible deems worse than nothing would soon generally follow. 

The Chinese emperor is not merely blindly reverenced, he is deified. 
Sacrifices are offered to him, and his ministers on certain days do him 
homage by prostrating themselves before him. And any one of his 
ministe.rs may at the mere dictate of his irresponsible will be de!:\'raded, 
banished or beheaded. We need not ask what kind of reception that 
book would meet with from such a monarch, which denounces the as­
sumption of divine honors as high treason against the God of heaven, 
which inveighs against pride and arrogance as detestable vices, and 
exalts humility to the rank of a cardinal virtue, which imposes on the 
will of the sovereign the restraints of justice and mercy, and which would 
give to the approval of conscience and the stamp of moral goodness a 
greater authority than to the seals of the empire. 

Then, too, the spur which civilization gives to commerce and general 
business, operates unfavourably for the spread of the gospel in two 
different ways. It immerses the mass of mankind in care. It preoccu­
pies all their activities of mind and body, and chokes up all the avenues 
of thought and reflection. While the restraints of civilization hold men 
back from the commission of such notorious crimes as would give a 
shock to conscience, the increase of commerce buries all the faculties 
and susceptibilities of their moral nature under a deadening load of 
anxiety and distraction. Such is that worldliness which is found so 
crying an evil in the large commercial cities of Christendom. Again 
the wealth which commerce pours into the coffers of many raises them 
above the necessity of labour. They have their whole time to spare in 
seeking the gratification of their passions, while their wealth enables 
them to reward those liberally who will pander to their vices. Thus 
a premium is set on profligacy. That truth which would sanctify is 
cried down by those whose plea is, " by this craft we have our living." 
The existence of both these hinderances to the reception of the truth 
in China, may be learnt from the following paragraph. 

"The southern division of the city, where the Chinese principally reside, is 
the grand emporium of ull the merchnndize that finds its way to the capital, and 
tends to ornament and gratify the adherents of the court. Here, relieved from 
the strict discipline that prevails in the palace, the citizens give themselves up 
to business, or dissipation; encouraged and led on by voluptuous courtiers, 
who have nothing to do, but to display their grandeur, or to please their appe­
tites, There is an immense deal of business done in this southern city, and 
the broad street which divides it from north to south, is contantly thronged by 
passengers and tradesmen. Cliinese sh~p-keepers are in the habit of advertising 
their wares, by long projecting signs, hung out in front of their houses, painted 
in the gayest colours; while the bustling c,·owd, perpetually thronging the prin­
cipal avenues, contributes to enliven and animate the scene." 

One feature of the civilization in China, which may be reckoned among 
the unfavourable circumstances, is quite unique-its stationary character. 
A nation early advancing to a certain pitch of refinement, and then 
standing perfectly still for ages is an anomaly in the march. of mind. 
Their ideas like their books, as Mr. Medhu1·st well observes, seem 
stereotyped. This long quiescence of soul is still more strange when 
contrasted with their eal'ly displays of inventive genius. Mr, Medhurst 

VIII. 2 o 
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1.1hews that the polarity of the magnet, gunpowder, nnd the art of 
printing were all known in China prior to the discovery of them in 
Eurnpr. Dut in China these discoveries remain much as those who 
first detected them, left them. They are but little improved, and 
11pplied to no new purposes. In Europe on the contrary what a fire 
did the discovery of printing kindle up! How quickly did industry and 
enterprise tear open the little aperture and let in a flood of light upon 
the Vvestern nation! How speedily after the first discovery of the m·e 
was the vPin laid open, :rnd the mine made to disgorge those treasures, 
·which continue so abun<lantly to enrich the minds of men ! The station­
ary character of the Chinese mind, whilst tl1eir history was unknown 
to us, seemed perfectly unaccountable. Ilut as we become acquainted 
v.-ith their history and manners, the causes gr11dually develope them­
seh-es. l\fr. l\Iedhurst's pages lay open some of these causes, Amongst 
these "·e may reckon the jealousy which exists between the Tartar and 
Chinese races. Our author says-

" The prime ministers of state, are called the ' inner chamber,' or cabinet; 
the first is a MRntcbou Tartar, to which race the present royal family belongs; 
the second is a Chinese, who is likewise president of the imperial college ; the third 
is a Mongul Tartar, also superintendent of the colonial office; am\ the fourth 
is a Chinese. This mixture of Chinese and Tartars in the great offices of stRte, 
'l'l'ith the latter always taking the precedence, is R specimen of the general sys­
tem pursued by the Chinese, of setting tbe two races to watch over, and b~ re­
sponsible for, eacb other. They admit native Chinese to high and important sta. 
tions, in order to satisfy the people, but they take care to have them associated 
'l'l'ith, or superintended by, Tartars; so that the former cannot devise schemes 
of rebellion, without being instantly discovered, and betrayed by the latter." 

The refined Chinese are under the power and yoke of the barbarous 
Tartar. It is therefore tl;ie interest of the Tartar to suppress all that 
spirit of improvement and enterprise among the Chinese which would 
enable them to outstrip their present masters and loosen the hold which 
they have at present upon them. Policy therefore would direct them 
to pinch off the first buds of enterprise, to restrain as an erring subject 
the first person who shall be found striking out into a new road of 
improvement. And the foregoing extract shews that they are suffici­
ently skilled in the school of expediency to hear and follow out these 
dictates of policy. 

Then too the fundamental principle on which theii· government is 
based, before referred to, an unquestioning and unreflective submis­
sion to the authority of elders, renders . it a sin to suppose that the 
ancients have erred, and rebellion to endeavour to surpass them. 

This principle, so wintery in its influence on the expansion of the 
mind, freezes up the whole system of Chinese education. Our autho1• 
tells us that--

"In order to succeed at any of the literary examinations, it is necessary to 
put forth extraordinary exertions. Each candidate is expected to know by 
heart the whole of the four booke, and five classics, as well as the uutho­
riztd commentaries upon them. They must also he well acquainted with the 
most celebrated writers of the middle ages; and the history of China, from the 
earliest autiquity, must be fresh in their recolleclion, that they may allude to the 
circnmstances of bye-gone days, and eorich their compositions with phrase■ 
from a11cient authors, who io the e1timatioo of the Chinese, thought aud wrote tu.r 
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better tbon the moderns. The chief excellency of their euay1, r.onsiets in intro­
ducing 88 muoy quotetioos as possible, and the farther they go back, for recon­
dit.e ond unusual expressio11s, the better; but tJ.ey are deprived of every scra11 
of writing, ond are expected to carry their library, to use their own phrase, in 
their stomachs, that they may bring forth their litPrary stores as occasion requires." 

"The clisedveutages of the system ariae from the contr.cted range of their litera­
ture, and from their pertinacious attachment to the ancient., without fostering 
the genius and iove.ntion of the modems. The sacred books are supposed to 
contain every thing necessary to be known; and whatever lies beyond the range 
of the human rei-tions and the cardinal virtues, is not worth attending to. 
Ethics and metaphysics being their prime study, nature, wit.I, all her stores, 
cor.tinues· unexplored; geography, astronomy, chemistry, anatomy. and mecha­
nics; with the laws of electricity, galvanism, and magnetism; the theory of 
light, heat, and sound; and all the results of the inductive philosophy, are quite 
neglected and unattended to. The ancients being considered more intelligent 
and virtuous than the moderns, the highest excellence consists io imitating them; 
and it is presumption to attempt to surpass them. Thus the human mind j~ 

fettered, and no advance is made in the walks of science."' 

Thus the memory alone is cultivated while the inventive powers are 
rooted up. Talent among such a people may surprisingly increase in 
imitative expertness, but genius, in all the sublimity of its new crea­
tions, will be suppressed. 

Then, too, the mental food of a people, their books, have always as 
great an influence on the growth and stature of their minds as their 
natural food on their body. Block printing, which is the only method 
used in China, renders it easy to multiply to any extent old works which 
have been once stereotyped, but very difficult to prepare for the publi­
cation of new ones. Thus the literature of China receives but few ad­
ditions from modern authors, while the standard works of the ancients 
abound in the country. And observation must have taught us how averse 
those persons who have accustomed themselves to read frequently a few 
works, are to every other that departs from the beateu track in which 
they have so long trodden. 

And the crowded state of the population leaves no room for those 
displays of individual advancement and might which iuspirit and lead 
forward a nation in the road of improvement. They are like trees 
in a very thick forest. In vain do you look for the majestic oak or 
spreading cedar. None can branch out beyond mediocrity. 

We need not surely explain why we reckon this stand-still character 
of the Chinese mind, among the circumstances unfavourable to the 
sp1·ead of the gospel. It is evident that to introduce a new religion, 
requiring the possession of a new heart, and the practice of a new life, 
among such a people must be a work fraught with difficulty. • 

With these facts before us, verified by the testimony of our worthy 
author, we cannot but dissent from the opinion he has expre~sed, re­
specting the civilization of China. It is true as he says, that " the bar­
barian must be taught to think before he can ponder religious truth,"' 
But it is not so difficult a task to teach a man to think as to persuade 
him to relinquish opiuions dignified by the venerable appearance oi 
antiquity, associated with his father's deeds and a nation's glory; for "'hich 
be has often contended, and which he has been accustomed to think 
the very thing that honorably distinguished hi1u from the 1Den of other 
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creeds. This is especially the case in China whe1·e the authorized chan• 
nels of thought are so deeply worn and so closely hedged 1·ound. 

It is rather amusing to contrast ou1· author's reasouings, respecting 
the toleration a foreigner is likely to meet with in China, considered 
as a ci,·ilized nation, and the description ofa foreigner's actual treatment 
in Canton, the only Chinese town in which a stranger is allowed to 
reside. These are his reasoniugs. 

""Wlien missionaries proceed to a nation altogether hargarous, they have 
many difficulties to contend with. Tbeir lives and property are, in the tint in­
stance, in great jeopardy. Instances have occurred, of savage tribes falling upon 
the messengers of mercy; and, immediately on their arrival, proceeding to plun­
der, murder, and, e<en eat them. But, this is not likely to occu1· among a peo-. 
pie, in a great measure, civilized." 

This is his description. 
"The barbarians are considered by the Chinese, turbuler.t and crafty; and 

10 far out of the pale of civilization, as not to be coo trolled by the Jaws of the 
celestial empire. It has been found necessary, therefore, to make natives ob­
servant of their conduct, and respousible for their good behaviour. "With this 
view, bong, or security merchants are appointed; who, wilile they monopolize 
the trade, are required to instruct foreigners in their duty, and to see to the 
doing of it. In order to the fulfilment of this difficult task, the foreigners, with­
out being consulted on the subject, are placed under the surveillance of the secu­
rities, wl:.o are made acquainted with every thing done by the barbarians, and 
who report it, if necessary, to the native authorities. The way in which they 
acquire the requisite information, is the following. No foreigner, ellcept a 
Parsee, is allowed to purchase provisions in the markets ; and no unauthorized 
Chinese is at liberty to sell eatables to a foreigner. Again, all the buildings of 
the foreign factories, belong to the security merchants, who let them out to such 
pel"sons, and for such purposes, as they choose. Thus a foreigner cannot pro­
cure food or shelter, without employing an authorized purveyor, and hiring a 
factory from the bong-merchants." 

" Confinement is another evil, which foreigners, in Canton, are obliged to 
bear. The factories comprise a pile of buildings, about a quarter of a mile 
square, through which they may range, without molestation. In front of these 
is an open space, not more than a hundred yards long, and fifty wide, where 
they rnay take the air; but this esplanade is generally so choked up with barbers 
and fortune-tellers, venders of dogs and cats, quack medicines, and trinkets, 
with a host of strangers, come to gaze at the foreigners, that it is difficult to 
move. Adjoining the factories, are two rows of native houses, called new and 
old China street, where foreigners may ramble, and purchase trinkets; and, if 
they can endure crowds and confusion, with the chance of being pushed down, 
they may stroll through the narrow streets of the suburbs, but never without 
much olfence to the olfactory nerves, or the liner feelings. Another mode of 
recreation, is the pleRsure of rowing European boats up nod down a crowded 
river, where the stranger is in continual danger of being upset by large Chinese 
barges bearing down upon him, without warning; while no one makes the small, 
est effort to save those who may be precipitated into the water. Should he land 
at any given spot, up or down the river, he is always liable to he stoned or ham­
booed by the natives, when they are strong or mischievous enough to attempt 
it. The government does, indeed, allow foreigners to take a trip, in parties of 
eight or ten, about once a month, to the flower gardens, which lie three miles 
up the ri\'er; but this indulgeuce is so pompously giveo, and of such little wortb 
tbat few avail themselves of it. 

"Insult is another evil which foreigners are obliged to endure, whilst resident 
in Canton. In addition to the word • barbarian,' which is liberally bestowed 
on ell without the pale of Chinese civilization, a more offensive epithet is not 
11nfrequently employed. Ou passing through the subut·bs of Canton, or up 
and down the river, the cry of • foreign devil,' Hlutes the eo1· on every side; 
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even mothers may be 1een, teaching their infants to point, and 8hont the offen8ive 
epithet, aa the stranger passe8 by. Some .. m even go out of their way, or desist 
from their work, to grotify their railing propensities. Even the government 
stoops to the mean ptactice of abn.sing Europeans; and 'devil ship,' was, until 
lately, the title given hy the superioteodeot of customs, in official papers, to 
square-rigged vessels.'' 

We do not regard these p«'>culiar obstacles as absolving us from our 
obligations to strive, as those who have been made stewards of the bless­
ings of the gospel, to put the Chinese in possession of these blessings; 
but, according to the principles before ~tatecl, since it appears that there 
is here a large amount of work to be done, our liberality and the number 
of labourers sent, should be proportionably large. And after all, infi­
nitely greater is He that is for us than all those who can be against us. 

The next chapter is one of peculiar importance to the purpose we 
have kept more or less closely in view, in our treatment of the present 
volume. We have endeavoured to extract from it information and hints 
which may be useful to the missionary-either general principles bear­
ing on the subject of missions universally, or particular facts which 
may modify our plans and expectations as to the introduction of Chris­
tianity into China. The forms of religion already existing in the empire 
is the subject of this chapter. 

As Christians we do not for a moment entertain the inquiry, Do 
any of the existing religious systems in that land supersede the necessity 
of the gospel! When the Creator and Ruler and Redeemer of the world 
prnmulgates his will, his creatures are bound on its first announcement 
to cast away whatever would interfere with their obedience, especially 
when the announcement respects the mode in which he chooses to be 
worshipped. It is a fearful thing to alter even external forms when of 
his appointment-awfully ruinous to remove fundamentals. Still, it may 
give a finer tone and a deeper power to our pity, and quicken our pray­
ers for China, to observe, how destitute the husks and stubble with 
which its inhabitants feed their spiritual nature are of all that can guide 
and improve them in prosperity, solace them iu adversity, su3tain them 
in death or fit them for eteruity. 

The religions of China are three, the systems of Confucius. Laou-Tsze 
and Buddha. 

The system of Confucius numbers most of its followers among the 
literati and aristocracy. 

Confucius appears to have ,been a politician rather than a religious 
teacher. The greater portion of his life was spent as a minister in the 
service of the native chiefs. And it was not till the latter portion of 
his days, when discarded from this service for the faithful reproofs he 
uttered against the oppressions of his masters, that he prosecuted the 
study of philosophy. He appears to have been a man of a kind and 
feeling heart, strongly averse to every form of injustice, and having a 
keen relish for ~ocial comforts and domesLic joys. This will appear 
from the account our author has given of his system, 

"In treating of the government of a country, Confucius compares it to the 
management of a family, and grounds the whole on the due control of one's self, 
nnd the right management of the heart. He expressly lays down the golden 
rule, of doiug to others 11s we wouhl they shouh\ do unto us ; and lays the folAn-
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dation of moral c-onduct in the prindple of excusing &n,I feeling for others, a■ 
we would for ourselves. The fh·e car,linR) ,·htues, accol'ding to hia school, are 
bene,·olence, righteousness, politeness, wis,lom, and truth; and the dutiea of the 
humHn rel•tions, those wbicb should subsist between pal'ents and children, elder 
and ~-oungel' bl'ethren, princes and ruinistero, husbands and wives, friends and 
companions. Of all these, tilial piety stands fil'st end foremost; l'eVel'ence to 
parents is required, not only in youth, when children ue dependent on, an<l 
necessal'ily subject to, their natural pl'otectors; but even to the lntest period, 
parents are to be treated with honour, and aftel' death to be raised to the rank 
of gods. Without filial piety, they say, it is useless to expect fidelity to one's 
]>rince, affection to one's brethren, kindness to one's domestics, 01· sincerity 
omung friends. Filial piety is the foundatiou of benevolence, rectitude, pro­
priety, wisdom, and tt·uth. This feeling, if conceived in the heart, and embodied 
in the life, will lead to the performance of every duty, the subjugation of every 
passion, and the entire renovation of the -.hole man. It is not to he confined 
to time and place, but is to be maintained, whether the objects of our respect 
be present or absent, alive or dead ; and thousands of years after their depar, 
tul'e, ancestors are still to be exalted in the liveliest apprehensions, end undi­
minished affections of their descendants." 

He seems also to have been a man of strong common sense, whose 
sight ,ms clear, but whose circle of vision was extremely limited, hence 
he could pronounce a judgment on the relationships and affairs of this 
life which should immediately commend itself to the understandings 
of all, but he never went beyond this ; he never soared off into the 
regions of a future existence. This is manifest from the narrow range 
of his system. 

" lo fact, it is a mi\Domer to call his system a religion, as it hss little or 
nothing to do with theology, and is merely a scheme of ethics and politics, fro111 
which things spiritual and didne are uniformly excluded." 

It appears too in the mode in which he avoided all opinions and in­
structions respecting a future life. 

"But it may be asked, have the Confucians no idea of a spirit, and do they 
not pay didne honours to invisible beings? To this we may reply, that the 
learned in China taik largely of spirits and demons, but assign I hem a very infe­
rior place in the scale of existence. Instead of teaching that the Great Spirit 
~-as the former of all things; they hold Lhat spirits are far inferio1· to the visible 
and materbl heavens, and even rank below ancient sages, and modern rulers. 
Confucius confessed he did not know much about them, and therefo,·e preferred 
~peaking on other subjects. When one of hi• disci1iles asked him how he vrns 
to serve spiritual being•, lie replied, ' not being able to serve men, how can you 
serve spirits?' And when the disciple continued to inquire about the dead, tile 
sage replieJ, • not kno,.-ing the st1&te of the living, how can you know the stale 
ot the dead?' His unhersal maxim was, • Respect the gods, l,ut keep them at 
a di;;tance ;' that is, si.tew them all due honour, but hav.e as little to do with them 
as possible." 

The orders and economy of spi1itual beings, the causes of the various 
plienomena contiaually displaying tlu,mselves around us, and the mode 
and time in which tlie works of nature first sprung into being are, as 
was natural wi~h rnch a mind, either entirely passed ove1·, or beclouded 
with the grossest materialism. And although he has so strongly en­
forced the c:lairns uf earthly parents, he has ~een silent respecting the 
adoration and gratitude and love, which crealllres so g1·aciously and 
liberally treated as we are, ought to feel towards ou1· heavenly parent. 
Thus while the system of Confucius might be of ~ome liUle service to 
his followers were man in real destiny "like the beasts that perish," it 
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leaves them wofully destitute of all that can satisfy the hungry crav­
ings of our spiritual nature, or quell the fears of a guilty conscience, or 
illumine tho~e aspirations of our nature after immortality which even 
the wisest of the heathen have construed into presages of an unending 
existence. 

The next system is that denominated Taou. Its founder Laou-T~ze 
was contemporary with Confucius. In many respects however he was 
the reverse of him in character. Leaving the track of common life, 
be mounted on the wings of the ideal, into the regions of poetry, and 
sm·rounded himself with those mysterious and etherial beings which 
superstition urrder the guidance of the imagination can so easily create. 
And doubtless he found abundant materials made ready to his hand in 
the legends of early times which he seems to have embodied in his own 
system, 

The modification which the gross and grovelling character of the 
Chinese mind has given to his creations is singular and somewhat 
amusing. They have placed a human ruler over these powerful invisi­
bles, who, by written notices appoints them their stations and calls 
them to account for the manner in which they have conducted the affairs 
of their districts. 

"Chang Teen-sze, the principle of the Taou sect, in China, who like the Lama 
of Thibet, is supposed to be immortal, or rather whose place is supplied by a suc­
cessor as soon as the old one dies, assumes an authority over Hades. He ap­
points and removes the deities of various districts, just as the emperor does his 
officers; and no tutelary divinity can be worshipped, or is supposed capable of 
protecting his votaries, until the warrant goes forth under the hand and seal of 
this demon~ ruler, authorising him to exercise his functions in a given region." 

However, the substantial profits which this dominion affords is doubt­
less the weightiest reason for the continuation of the farce. 

" From the po,,-er which this individuals is supposed to possess, his band-writ­
ing is considered efficacious in expelling all noxious influences ; and charms writ­
ten by him are sold at a higb price to those afraid of ghostly visits or unlucky 
accidents. In the ab,ence or these autographs from the prince or the devils each 
priest oi Tsou issues amulets, and large sums of money nre realized by the dis­
posal of small scraps of yellow pnper, with enigmatical characters upon them. 
Having induced the belief, that this year imps are not to be terrified by last 
years charms, tbey nre particulnrly busy every new year, in writing out fresh 
amulets for the people ; who would not rest securely in their habitations, unless 
fully nssured that the devil was kept away by these infallible preventations." 

The only deity of this system is "eternal reason," a principle not a 
being, of which they speak in the following swelling words of vanity. 

'' How luminous is Eternal Reason 1 
"Uocre,,ted and self.derived: 
"The beginning and end or all the kalpas• ; 
" Before heaven and before earth ; 
"United brilliancy splendidly illuminated, 
"For endless kalpas without interruption, 
" On the enst it instructed Father Confucius, 
" On t.be west it renovated the golden Buddha : 
"Hundreds of kings have received this law, 
"Tile host of sages have followed this master : 
" It is tbe first of all religions, 
" Majestic beyond all majesty." 

• Kalpa i• a Hind11 term for time, den0Uo11 about 0111 tho111111d ap1. 
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"'What _is there supe~ior to heaven, and f1:om which _heaven and earth sprang? 
nay, what 1s there superior to space, and which moves rn space? The great Teou 
is the parent of space, and spa~e is the parent of heaven and earth ; aud heaven 
and earth produced men and things." 

"The ,·enerable prince (T~ot1) arose prior to the great original, stan,ling at 
the co_mmence~ent of the mighty won~e1:ful, and floating in the ocean of deep 
obscurity. He 1s spontaneous and self-ensttng, produced before the beginuing of 
emptiness, commencing prior to uucaused existences, pervauiog all heaven and 
earth, "·hose beginning and end no years can circumscribe." 

"Before heaven and earth were divided, ere the great principles of nature 
were distinguished, amid the ocean of vast obscurity and universe! stillness, ther8 
was a spontaneous concretion, out of which came a thousand million particles of 
primary matter, which produced 'emptiness.' Then, after nine hundred and 
ninety-nine billions of kalpas had passed away, the thousand million particles of 
primary matter again concreted, and produced 'space:' after another period of 
equal length, the pRrticles of primary matter again concreted, and produced 
• ch3os.' After chaos was settled, heaven and earth divided, and human beings 
were born." 

Yet even here the matter of fact materialism of the Chinese, has 
gratified itself by making this abstraction incarnate in the person of 
Laou-Tsze. 

Those tendencies of our nature which run out into asceticism and 
self-torture and which would have been condemned by the common 
sense of Confucius find a home in this system. 

" The votaries of this sect talk a great deal about virtue, and profess to pro­
mote it by abstraction from the world, and the repression of desire : this latter 
they imagine is to be elfocted by eating their spirits, or stifling their breath, for 
a length of time. They say, that all depends on the subjection of the heart; 
and therefore mortify every feeling, in order to attain perfect virtue, which is 
insensibility. Hence some of them wander away to the tops of mountains to 
cultivate reason, and renounce all intercourse with men, that their studies may 
not be interrupted. They alfect to despise wealth, fame, and posterity ; urging, 
that at death all these distinctions and advantages terminate, and the Jabour 
bestowed upon them is thrown away." 

This form of religion then whilst it wants that applicability to the 
present life, and that tendency to ameliorate the ruggedness of society 
which are found in the Confucian, terrifies its votaries with innumer­
able spectral superstitions, imposes galling ceremonies, and opens to 
view a futurity crowded with spiritual beings whose temper and charac­
ter v.ould constitute them feeble and useless friends, and dreadful 
foes. 

The third form of religion is Buddhism. It was introduced, A. D. 
66, by the circulation of tracts. It is now spread over the whole land, 
so that Buddhist temples are extremely numeroua and the priests actu­
ally swarm. We naturally ask for the cause of this rapid spread. The 
grand reason, perhaps is to be found in the fact, that the other systems 
supplied nothing that could satiHfy the moral cravings and religious 
wants of our nature, and therefore the Chinese, like drowning men, 
caught eagerly at the first straw offered them. There are other second­
ary reasons. The dazzling offers which Buddha makes to his followers. 

" The land of hia kingdom is yellow gold, Its garden& and palaces ore all 
adorned with gems. It is encircled with rows of treea, and borders of network .• 
There are Jovt!y birds of eparkling plumage, and exquisite note&, The great 
god O.lc,-ha11, the godde111 of m~rcy, the uonUD1bercd Duddhaa, the ho1t of 
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demi-gods, and the sages of heaven and earth, will all be assembled in that 
■ocred spot. But in that kingdom, there are no women, for tbe women who 
will live in that country are first changed into men. The inhabitants are pro­
duced from the lotus flower, and have pure and fragrant bodies, fair and well­
formed countenances, with hearts full of wisdom, and without vexation. They 
dress 11ot, and yet are not cold; they dress, and are not made hot. They eat not, 
and yet are not hungry; they eat, and yet never know satiety. They are without 
JlDin and sickness, and never become old. Enjoying themselves, at ease, they 
follow Buddha, gaily frisking obout without trouble. The felicity of that 
kingdom may be justly considered superlative, and the age of its inhabitants 
without measure. This is the paradise of the west, and the way to obtain it, is 
the most simple imaginable ; depending on one sentence, 0-me-to Fuh (Amida 
Buddha) ; yet the world will not take the trouble to seek this good so easily 
attained ; but put on their iron boots, and go in quest of another road." 

The easy terms on which this bliss may be obtained. 
" Swear, then, that you will henceforth repeat the name of Buddha, and seek 

to live in that western world of joy. Give up books and classics, for others to 
fag at; leave the thousand roads for others to toil in. Beyond this sentence, 
• 0-me-to Fuh,' you need not a single word. Let each seek a retired room, 
and sweep it clean ; place therein an image of Buddha ; put incense and pnre 
water, with a lighted lamp hefo1·e it; whether painted on paper, or carved in 
wood, the figure is just the same as the true Buddha; love it, as your father 
nod mother-venerate it, as your prince and ruler. Morning and evening, 
worship before it with reverence; on going out, inform it; and on returning, 
do the same. Wherever you travel, act as in the p"resence of Buddha. Whether 
you eat or drink, offer it up first to Buddha. Raising the eye, or moving the 
lips, let all he for Buddha. Let not the rosary leave your hands, or 0-me-to 
Fuh, depart from your mouths. Repeat it with a loud voice, and with a low 
one; in lines of six words, and four words; 'luickly and slowly; audibly and 
silently ; with clasped bands, and with bended knees ; when fingering the 
rosary, and when walking in the road; when in a crowd, and when a.lone; 
whether at home or abroad; whether at leisure or in a hustle; whether sitting 
or lying; repeat it, even, in you1· dreams. Thus to repeat it, will move your 
feelings, and mnke your tears to flow ; thus to repeat it, will inspire the 
celestial gods with awe, and the terrestrial demons with reverence ; thus to 
repeat it, will make heaven rejoice, and the gods be glad. At the sound of 
Buddha's name, lhe palace of the king of devils moves and shakes. At the 
sound of Buddha's name, the wood of swords and the mountain of knives 
(in hell) will, for you, be beaten ns small as dust. At the sound of Buddha's 
name, hundreds nod thousands of miseries will all melt away. At the sonud of 
Buddha's name, th8 debt of gratitude to parents, princes, superiors, and bene­
foctore, will all be paid. The man who would squeeze out the oil, must grind 
the more forcibly: aud the mariner, who wouhl stem the swelling tide, must 
ply the oar more vigorously. If you realize, behind you, the boiling cauldron of 
I1ell, and before you the lotus pools of heaven, though all the world should try 
to prevent your repenting the name of Buddl111, their efforts would be entirely 
vain." 

And then too the system nomishes troops of idle priests, who, while 
they are shut out from the road to high advancement, extract a dronish 
livelihood from the benefactions of the industrious. These, fo1· the sake 
of their own pockets, will strive to multiply the votaries of Buddha. 

The most prominent features then of the Chinese superstitions seem 
to be, an earthly and grovelling liberality, a constant and hasty termi­
nation to the material, the developments of a moral nature not unaptly 
repre8ented by the obesity nud fleshiness of theii· persons, and a pueri~ 
lity which nppears more conspicuous iu the following uarrative tliau 
any description could paint, 

Vlll. • 2 P 
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" The Buddhht■ have taken advantage of thia prevailing 1enthnent, nnd have 
grounded on it a variety of superstitious services. In the fint place, they 
induce survivors to call in their aid, at almost every funeral ; that the souls of 
their deceased relati\'es may be released out of pnrgatot·y, and be enabled to 
avail themselves of the provisions presented. But, not content with persuading 
private families to employ them, these fellows have succeeded in getting up 
public services, on behalf of the wretched ghosts, who have no posterity to 
provide for them. This, they put forth, as entirely a benevolent undertaking, 
and solicit subscriptions for it, on charitable grounds. The ceremony is generally 
performed during the seventh moon ; and as each district, tythiog, and street, 
has hungry ghosts of its own, so each locality must have a sepdrate B&crifice. 
A committee is appointed for collectiug the funds, and laying in the oecesB&ry 
provisions. On the day fixed for the ceremony, stnges are erected ; one for 
the priests, and one for the provisions; flags and lanterns are displayed near, 
while gongs and drnms are beaten, to give notice to the forlorn ghosto, that a 
rich feast is provided for them ; and then the priests set to work to re.,eat 
their prayers, and move their fingers in "peculiar way, by which means they 
believe the gates of bell are opened, and the hungry ghosts come forth to re­
ceive the boon. Some of the spectators profess to be able to see the openio~ 
portals, and the scampering demons, pale and wan, with hair standing on end, 
and every rib discernible; hurrying up to the high table, and shouldering away 
the baskets of fruit and pots of rice, or whole hogs and goats, as the case may be; 
and turning with satisfied looks, as if they had enougil to last them, till the 
next anniversary.'' , 

" When the priests have gone through their service, and the ghosts are 
supposed to have been satisfied, a signal is given, and the rabble rush forward to 
scramble for what the spirits have left, which is, all the material part of the 
food. It is amusing to see the eagerness and agility witil which the mob seize 
on these leavings ; for, although the stage is generally twenty feet high, with the 
boards projecting about two or three feet beyond the helld of the poles, the 
more expert manage to mount the iligh table, and engrossing wilat they can 
for themselves, bear it off, imagining that food over which so many prayers 
have been said, must be atten-:led with a blessiog. It is curious, however, to 
observe, how hypocri■y creeps into a religious service ofso anomalous a character. 
The provisions consist of fruit and confectionery, with rice and vegetables, piled 
up in basins and baskets, wilich, to the eye, appear full to overflowing ; but in 
reality, the hollow of each vessel is tilled with coarse paper or plantain stalk, 
and the provisions are only thinly scattered over the top. On being remonstrated 
with, for thus deceiving the ghosts, the worshippers reply, thut the spirits wilo 
are invited to the feast know no better, and by tuis means they make a little go a 
great way." 

So little do they deserve the name of religions, that they have not 
laid the fundamental truth on which all religion must rest, the existence 
of a First Cause, the Author of all life, and Ruler of his creatures. They 
have left the Chinese a nation of speculative atheists. They have 
taught them to pay divine homage to those who are confessed to have 
lived and died as mere men on earth,-Confucius, Laou-Tsze and Bud­
dha, and to innumerable idols. It has left them without any provision 
for a future state-Confucius declining all consideration of the subject, 
Laou-Tsze filling the invisible world with frowning spectres, and Buddha 
closing his golden dreams in the dark night of annihilation. Let then 
the votar;es of "eternal all-sufficient reason" out of China see to· 
how ruinous a course of action they are prompting their fellow-men, 
when they i;trive to depreciate Revelation, and let the friends of Reve­
lation see how strong are the obligations incumbent on them to strive 
to fill the Chinese empire with that book which can alone savingly sup­
ply ali that is now wanting in the provision for the religious necessitie1 
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of her million!, fill the dark vacuum with the news of an ever-present 
God, an atoning sacrifice, a living Saviour, a free and sanctifying Spirit, 
and a holy Heaven. 

The succeeding chapters, since they do not consist, like the foregoing 
ones of a summary of facts, but rather of attenuated detail, will need a 
less extended notice. Not that these details are in themselves uninter• 
esting or unimportant hut they will not bear curtailing-they should be 
read as a whole. From the ninth to the fourteenth chapters we are 
furnished with accounts of the endeavours already made, in various 
ages and by various denominations, to introduce the go:ipel into China, 

Credible tradition asserts that the A post le Thomas preached the 
truth to the Chinese with success. How cheering to anticipate, that 
amongst the innumerable hosts who shall come from the North and 
South, the East and West to sit down with Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of their Father, many Chinese will be seen standing around 
the primitive believers, who went every where preaching the gospel, as 
their joy and crown of rejoicing in the great day. 

The next notice of the introduction of the gospel into China is given 
by the tablet found in 1625. 

The sixteenth century witnessed the next invasion made upon this 
portion of Satan's usurped dominions by the Romanists. The noble 
Xavier just landed and poured out, in martyrdom, his blood as the seed 
of a future Church. A devoted band of men, undaunted by his reception 
followed in the footsteps of Xavier. Amongst these we notice with 
honorthe names ofValignani, Rogier, Ricci, Schaal and Verbiest-men 
of whom the Chl'istian world may be proud, whose communication:1 
now extant are a rich treasure, from which a large collection of jewels 
might be called. 

The pleasing prospects of this mission were dashed by the disputes 
which arose among its agents. They were referred both to the em­
peror and the pope. They differed in judgment and the pope assumed 
a tone of authority which the emperor would not brook, and he used 
violent means to suppress Christianity and drive the missionaries from 
his shores, It is only when the essential feature of Christ's kingdom­
" my kingdom is not of this world," is preserved that it is fitted for 
universal extension, Once link it to a secular power and collision and 
jan-ing with national interests must follow. The state of the Catholic 
communities at present existing in China is thus lamentably pourtrayed. 

" The present rnce of adherents to the catholic missions in China, whatever the 
original converts may have been, are, it is to be feared, sadly deficient, both in 
knowledge nod p1·actice. Deprived, for the most part, of intelligent iustructors; 
left generully to tbe cure of the nntive catechists, who nre not much better than 
themselves : nnd adopting the Christi11n profession maiuly ns the re~ult o~ educa­
tion or connection, it is h11rdly to he expected that they would excel, either 111 grnce 
or zenl. The modern miseionnries, in udmitting members, merely reqwre no out­
ward p1·ofeeeion, without insisting on n change of heart, or scarcely. a. reforma~ion 
of life; the Scdptu1·e• 11re not placed iu the hands of the people; rehg1ous services 
are conducted Ju n language which the genernlity do not u~derstand ; ceremonies 
are frequent, and public prenching rare ; while, from the laJUty of mornls too com­
mon in thefr communities, we much fear, tl111t the catholic co11ve1·ts, i11 the p1·e$enC 
day, are very little better than the surrounding heathen." 

Here then experience loudly warns us, by the sad consequences that 
&l'e likely to follow, against the practice of admitting church ruemben, 

2 l' 2 



292 Re'View. 

merely on a profession of faith, \\•ithout insisting on the exhibition of 
scriptural evidence of a change of heart. 

Drs. Morrison and Milne were the next champions who entered this 
field of combat. The detail of their labours given in the tenth chapter, 
should be read w;th earnest praye1· for grace to imitate the example of 
humble yet ardent piety, untiring, unconquerable perseverance, which 
there stands out ~o prominently to view. Nor were their labours unre­
warded. They waited patiently for the harvest, and the harvest came, 
Their endeavours were successful in an increasing ratio according to 
the proportion of time and labor expended. 

On the death of Dr. Morrison persecutions arose which scattered the 
little native flock. Our author, when the storm had a little abated, pt·o­
ceeded to Canton, to rally them, which he found " a delicate and diffi­
cult task" owing to the jealousy of the local authorities. He found 
that during the sifting which persecution had given the little flour some 
chaff had been blown away, while the good grain was improved by win­
nowing. Our author justly expostulates against the neglect with which 
Canton, once called by the friends of missions " the most important 
station upon earth" has been treated by the British Churches. 

The mission to Malacca is the next subject of narration. Malacca is 
one of those outposts in which Chinese emigrants are found unrestricted 
by those regulations which, in their own country, hold them at such a 
distance from foreign influence. Here greater suc,cess has attended the 
efforts made for their conversion than in Canton. All missionary expe­
rience verifies the obvious principle that, to secure success where 
extraordinary difficulties impede the progress of the truth, extraordinary 
efforts must be made. This principle however has been too often lost 
sight of, by missionaries, in selecting their field of labor, by Miasionary 
Societies in stationing out their agents, and by the church in estimating 
the success of her labours. 

The mission to Batavia next occupies our attention. As this was 
the author's own station, he gives us a circumstantial account of 
the progress of missionary work here. It needs but little discrimi­
nation to discover the testimony of an eye witness. This feature of 
the laws of evidence, is of great importance as a branch of witness to 
the genuineness of the New Testament writings. A full confirmation 
of the justness of the masterly remarks of Paley on this subject may be 
obtained by perusing carefully the accounts given here of the several 
missions to which our author alludes. 

The account of Batavia, developes the laudable perseverance of our 
author in his " labours of love," and shews him to have possessed a 
large share of that holy ingenuity which induces the trial of a variety 
of expedients, to arouse and secure the attention of those whom we 
de5ire to benefit. Still the breaking up of the fallow ground, the 
sowing the seed and the rooting up the weeds occupied a long portion 
of time during which no fruit appeared. The hasty in pronouncing on 
the issues of a mission would have deemed the labour lost, and the con­
tinued barrenness a loud call to remove. But our author more wisely 
waited for the early and latter r11in, and the rain came, and the seed 
appeared again in the interesting and increased form of good fruit. 
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From the fourteenth to the twenty-first chapters 011r author ha~ occu­
pied his volume with the Journals of a voyage which he took along the 
east coast of China, to discover what facilities existed for the distribu­
tion of Tracts and Scriptures, and of a similar expedition by Mr. Gutz­
laff. The results of both these expeditions fully justifies the assertion 
of our author that the gates of China are open, or at least that such a 
breach may be found in her wall of separation as will allow us to bear 
in large numbers of the precious Volume of saving Truth if we are pre­
pared to enter. 

In every country, missionary work takes its own peculiar form and 
mould. The details of operation in one region will not serve as law for 
another. It seems that the labours of the press are likely to be more 
availing to the evangelization of China, than the disconrses of the pul­
pit. The general education of the people, their value for printed books, 
the universal intelligibility of the written language, and the ease and 
small expense with which copies of works can be multiplied in China, 
all serve to facilitate the efficiency of the press. After perusing these 
journals we cannot. but feel that the plan proposed by om· author, 
of employing a Missionary Ship, a "messenger of peace" in making 
short voyages along the coast to distribute religious information is 
both practical and prudent, important and demanding immediate atten­
tion, and we ardently hope that the day is not far distant when the 
project in all its benevolence and promise will be realized*, till the 
worship of Buddha, which first wormed its way into the empire by the 
distribution of books, shall, in company with the other national super­
stitions, be swept off from the face of the couatry, or be consumed 
by the " brightness of his coming, whose right it is to rule." 

The work concludes with two chapters enumerating the existing 
wants of the Chinese Mission. Ample employment could be found 
for a large band of devoted Missionarit!s who should either settle down 
to the regular instruction of the emigrants in the colonies, or make 
desuitory itineracies along the coast, distributing Scriptures and 
preaching the Gospel; pious physicians, who by their benevolence and 
skill in healing the bodies of men, should win their confidence and 
induce them to listen to their message respecting their souls, are 
extremely desirable. While teachers well versed in the business of 
education, might be extrernely useful iu improving the preseat inefficient 
system of instruction. And abundant evidence is adduced to shew 
that the present version of the Scriptures needs a thorough revision, 
that it may be made intellig·ible, idiomatic, and pleasant reading to the 
natives. May the Spirit of benevolence and devotedness be so poured 
out on the Chm·ch of Christ that these desiderata may soon be supplied. 

In taking our leave of Mr. Medhurst we can assure him that we 
have not perceived any necessity for the apology he makes in bis 
preface for the defects of his style. The style of this work is clear, 
manly and strong; uniting the dignity and lucidness which become the 

• Will none of our wealthy merchants devote a ship for this purpose? Let 
Calcutta, so long iofnmous for carryiog oo the opium trade us a me,cantile 
specul11tion, wipe olf the stain by consecrating one of the clippers now, we hope, 
soon to be no longer needed to this l,oly purpose.-Eo. 
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histodan, while it contains a mass of important information so well 
dige8ted and arranged as will we doubt not render it a standard work 
in its peculiar department. 

We are glad to find that the attention of the Christian public is 
beginning to be excited respecting China; and that new information 
is adding to the existing stock. 

The enterprising Gutzlaff has just published an extended notice of 
China, in two volumes, and Dr. Pa1·ke1· an American physician and 
Missionary has gil'en the world an account of an expedition to Japan, 
both revised and edited by Dr. Reed, which is a sufficient wanant for 
their interest and value. May He who is able to do abundantly more 
than we can ask or think, greatly exceed the prayers and expectations 
of his Church respecting the evangelization of Ch1·ist. 

ffli9itamtt·!! aull ltelig-iaud JEnttlltg-tuct. 

1.-M1ss10NARY AND EccLESUSTICAL MOVEMENTS, 
The Rev. lV. F. ,vybrow has returned from his tour in the Upper Pro­

vince~, ll'ith restored healbh.-The Rev. J. Hill, formerly of the Union 
Chapel, has removed from Oxord to Safford chapel, Manchester.-Dr. 
Judson bas returned to Maulmain in improved health.-We regret to an­
nounce that our esteemed friend Mr. J.C. Marshman, of Serampore, was 
oblig-ed to proceed to sea for the restoration of his health. He has re­
turned somewhat better. 

2.-MEMORANnA. 
It is reported that the Bishop intends to e1·ect a new Cathedral in Cal­

cutta, in the neighbourhood of Chowringhee. The expence is to be 
defrayed out of the Begum Soomroo'11 fund and by a ve1·y princely 
donation from the Bishop himself. If we had a voice in this matter we 
should say rather support a number of devout and holy labourers as city 
Missionaries with the fond, whose purpose it should be to reclaim the 
erring and comfort those that mourn.-The great question of direct and 
regular steam communication with England appears likely to be brought 
to a speedy and practical issue. Surely these movements will help forward 
the propagation of the truth of God, for if they be successful, there 
will be, comparatively speaking, no more Rea.-The Mechanic's Insti­
tution has commenced operations by public lectµres; two have been 
delivered at the Town Hall during the month. The number of members 
is considerable, we believe upwards of 350. \Ve a1·e happy to announce 
the fact that a Christian School Book Societr will be established aim oat 
immediately-this has long been a desiderntum in India. 

3.-NEW CHAPJ.:L AT BALASORE. 

3111,s, 
To The Editors or the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

The Chapel recently erected at Balasore, Orissa, for English and Oriya 
worship, was on sabuath last April 19th, dedicatecl to the service of Al­
mighty God. The morning service wnR conducted in Oriya by Mr. J. 
Phillips, to an attentive congregation chiell y heathene, and iu the afternoon 
br the writer. 
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In the evening nn Enll,'lish di1cour1e w11s prMched by the writer from 
P1111lm xxvii. 4. " One thing hnve I desired of the Lord, that will I aeek 
after; thnt I mny dwell in the house or the Lord all the dnys of my life, 
to behold the benuty of the Lord, nnd to inquire in his temple." 

The occasion throughout was solemn and we trust profitahle. 
This house hM been erected within II few months hy the liberal subscrip­

tions of friends at thiit and other stations, nnd we take this opportunity to 
preeent them our sincere thanks, for the interest they have manifested in 
this cause. 

It is an interesting circumstance that about sixty rupees were subscrib­
ed by natives. 

Yours truly, 
E. NovES. 

Balaao,·e, April 15th, 1839. 

4,,-TBE PROPRIETY OP SELECTING CAWNPORE AS A MISSIONARY STATION, 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian 0bsener. 
GENTLEMEN, 

The effect produced by Missions must, with reference to human mean11, 
be, to a considerable extent, regulated by the choice of a locality for the 
sphere of labour, as well as hy the number ani acquirements of the agents 
employed. In proportion as the forces of the cross are well or ill distri­
buted greater or less success will attend their,,eff'orts. 

These remarks were elicited by observing that in several of the stations 
of India there are many missionaries, while in othen equally or per­
haps mol'e inviting there are none. At Benares, e. g., there are, I believe, 
e large number of Missionaries: it may indeed be said "Should not that 
stronghold of Idolatry be likewise made the stronghold of Cl,riatianitg." 
True, but a1·e not the most impregnable fortresses frequently the last places 
to fall into a conqueror's hands? 

Again, Cawnpol'e is the largest cantonment in Upper India. Besides 
the calls for native instruction there are hundreds of Europeans, (soldiers 
as well as others,) whose souls are literally dying for want of food. E:ir. 
cepting the chaplain, and a Church Missionary, there is no one to preach 
the Gospel to this immense population. 

'fhe glad sounds of the Gospel message seldom if ever reach the Euro­
pean much less the native inhabitants. There is no one to distribute 
bibles and tracts; no one to cal'e for the souls of these our poor perishing 
fellow.cl'eaturee. 

From what l know of the place, I should say that Cawnpore was one 
of the most favourable spots in India to commence an attack on the king. 
dom of Satan. As in the apostle's days, let our Christian teachers be scat­
tered ab1·oad over the whole land: and who can tell where God will vouch­
safe to show his arm. 

In conclusion, I hope that these lines will meet the eye of some in 
whose power it may be to send at least one godly preacher to the scene 
of l\fortyn's laboul's. 

Cawnpore, April IS, 1839. 

5.-EAsT INDIAN SLAVERY AND THE CooLY TRADE, 
The aclvantnges of fai1· discussion nnd temperate agitation in a f;tOOd 

cause are stl'ikingly manifested in connexion with the suhj~cts of East 
lndinn Sl11ve1·y a11d the expo1·t11tio11 of coolieK. \Ve understand thKt the 
<.:ou1·t of Dil'ectors, stifl'ed up hy the efforts of the Anti-slavery Advocate•, 
both at home and abrond, sent out a 11hurt time back 11.11 order to collect aud 
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deRpatch quickly the most concise :mrl accurate information RA to thP na­
ture ,rnrl extPnt of Sl11vi-1·y in the E11st. This order l111A L11•en complied 
with unrl the information we believe is ere this in the hanrls of ou1· rulers, 

,~, e ha,·i- no rloubt that this orrler harl its orig-in in the notice of motion 
pl11cl'd on the books of the House of Commons h)• Dr. Lushington on this 
important ~nhjt>ct.. It "·as to he hrought forward during tht> pre~ent session. 
'l\' e arP """Y glad to fin,\ that the mooting of this subject ha~ stir1·ed even 
our rulers to set>k for information, we hope with a view to meet the ques­
tion fulh- 11nd fairlv, ;ind ~et it at rest for e\'er. 
• The Co,Jiy Trade 11ppears for the present at rest. The only agitation of 
it has hePn the arrival of a French hrig of war with an agent from Bour­
bon, the ohj!'Ct of whose mission w11s to effect some new rt>j!ulation for the 
shipment of coolies to the French colonies. He has left without accomplish­
ing h;s of,jPc/. 'l'hen the tri-coloured flag next waives on the Ganges may it 
wah·e in a better cause. \Ve are also lrnppy to hear that one of the Com­
Jlany' s Surl'eying ships, which bas been for some time cruizing about on 
snrl'ey at the mouth of the Sunberbunds, has not fallen in with a single 
ship smuggling coolies to sea, we hope that he!' officers possessed the vigi­
lance of Argus, for we confess the news is better than we had anticipated. 
\Vhere is the report of the Cooly Committee? • 

6.-EDUOATION. 
During the last month the annual examination of the Hindu College 

and the Oriental Seminary have been held-that of the Hindu College 
:was conduct~d in the Government House. The Hon. Sir E. Ryan presided 
and in conjunction with the Bishop of Calcutta conducted the examination. 
\Ve were not p1·esent, but gather from the public prints that the pupils 
acquitted themselves with their usual eclat. The examination, though 
not \'ery numerously attended by Europeans, was sanctioned by the heads of 
Government and many of the warmest friends of education both native and 
European. Essays were read on one or two important subjects, and the 
President expressed himself highly delighted with the general proficiency 
of the p11pils. 

The Oriental Seminary held its anniversary in the Town Hall. The 
chief jurl:;(e precided on the occasion. The Lo1·d Bishop and othel'S inte1·­
.ested in the education of the people also gave their countenance to the 
indefatiiraLle and highly to be commended teacher of this native paying 
seminary, Balm Gaurmohan Adie. The number of pupils is about 500, 
the ra11ge of Htudies of the most practical order, and the progress of the 
students highly satisfactory. The school is _every way worthy the suppo1·t 
of the nati,·e community.-The College at Moorshidabad has also held its 
usual annual exhibition with great credit both to teache1·s and pupils.. 

7.-THE CHARKH Pu.JA. 

This horrid festival with all its abomination~ has again passed away. It 
has been accompanied h)' one mitigatini circumstance this year-the_ lo_cal 
authorities prohihited the procession from passing through the Chr1st1an 
parts of the city. With this excel-'tion from 11ll th:Lt we have seen and 
heard we should be disl-'o~ed to tliink that the amount of barbarism and 
debauchery has rather increased than diminished this year. \Ve arn_ not 
astonished at this; it is just what we mi~ht anticifJatt> from angry priests 
and desperate crnftsmeu. They are making cles11erate efforts to 1·11ise 
their falling fortuues, but we hope too late and in vain. They de. 
11pised Missionary effort and looked upon it as contemptible at the onset, 
but now they feel the force of 1,oth religion and edncatwn, and would fain 
ridicule what they cannot iiuppresa u1· conque1·, Jt wuuld be folly to, say 
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that ~e do not feel aggrieved, that not only our preaching, but our 
very funeral ohsequies should be made " source of h11ff'oone1·y by the 
poo1· creatures who pander to the vicious appetites ofa Hi11d11 moh; hut we 
would rnther this than the stillness of death. We feel assured that the 
ve1·y caricature when brought into eompal'ison with the reality will only 
lend to a deep conviotion of the value of divine things. As Christians wp. 
hnve nothing to fear eithi-r from ridicule, compMison u1· perilecution.-lVe 
are not astonished- that 1,;ome of the low caste hut rieh men shoul<l expend 
large sums on these festival occa~ion.<1, for it is the chief means by which 
they a1·e brought into contact and favor with the brahminhood; but we cer­
tainly must say that we feel both rlisgusted and annoyed that such men as 
the mighty raja Kali· Kishan Bahadur, the far-famed translator of G<1y, 
F. R. S. &c. &c.-we must say that we felt disgusted to read in the pul)lic 
prints that the procession appertaining to this enlightened man was one of 
the most daring and conspicuous of the whole. Verily if it he true, which 
we hope is not the case, the Asiatic Society is specially honored by such a 
humane and enlightened member. We should advise this eminent scholar 
to read his own ehastras for command and precedent for these orgies before 
he essays to translate the beautiful fables of Gay into his mother-tongue. 

8.-DrscussI-ON E:ONCERNING THE PROPRI-ETY OF THE PRESENCE 

AND INTERFERENCE OF M1sSIONARIES AT THE CHARK.H PoJA. 

To the EJitOl'S of the Calcutta- Chris~ian Observer. 
Di!:AR FRIENDS, 

Will you allow the following correspondence between the Editor of 
the Hui·karu and myself ou the subject of missionary interference at 
the Cha1:kh and other vujas a place in the page11 of yout" magazine ? 
I ask this, simply,. because it would appear, that some kind people are 
labouring under the impression, either that l had excited a riot, or that 
I had been maltreated or both. Now. as I did not c1·eate the slightest 
disturbance, and as I did not experience evPn in apprehension, any in­
sult or bodily suffering, hut on the contrary, as- a missionary, the most 
marked respect and attention from the people, I think it but just to the 
people t.heroselves, to myself, and to the views I entertain of mission­
ary presence and. interference on the~e occa.,ions,. to disabuse the minds 
of such as may have been influenced· by statements so utterly at variance 
with the truth. The correspondence may teud to illustrate the spirit 
of the times we live in, and the temper with which our efforts are ap­
preciated and met by the world. 

It may not be imprope1: simply to state in. what the correspondencP,.. 
&c. originated. In company with a friend I attended- one of the­
swinging stations with a view to persuade the abettors of the cruelties­
practised on such occasions to desist. It appears, although successful, 
some one present imagined otherwise, and uuder that impression penned 
a paragraph for the Bengal Herald, (N-0. 1.) This called forth the 
letter of MERCURY (No. 2). contradicting the statement in the Bemld,. 
but questioning the propriety of my interference. 'I'his was accompa­
nied by the editorial remarks, (No. 3.), On the appearance or this­
lette1· and article, it suggested itself to me that this would afford an 
opportunity for attempting to set the public right on the subject of mis• 

VIII. 2 Q 
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sionary presence and interference on such occasions, and also for show• 
ing the utter groundlessness for apprehending any disturbance from the 
presrnce and exertion of the servants of God at such places. This, 
much more than any anxiety about tbe issue of rumours respecting 
myself, was the motive wl1ich induced me to pen the letter in question 
or to request its insertion in your journal. 

Yours sincerely, 
THOMAS BOAZ. 

No. I. 
The finale of this disgraceful festival took place on Friday. The 

Hindus, impro,·illg with the march of intellect, had their mummers 
dressed in quite novel costumes, and, perhaps, in retaliation for the 
attacks made 1,y the Missionaries on their religious prejudices, the mum. 
mery of a Christian burial train, coffin, clergyman, bible, pall.bearers and 
mourners, was paraded through the streets in a most indecent manner, 
to the scandal of all Christians who passed by. Mr. Boaz was present at 
the swinging, and endeavoured to persuade the deluded and inebriated 
fanatics, from allowing themseh•es to be lifted and whirled round on the 
churruck-tree. He was successful in dissuading a few synassies from 
swinging, but his exertions nearly cost him a broken head, as we at one 
time thought that he would have been assaulted by a wealthy native, 
who made up to him, and requested him either to desist from his attempts 
or to produce his authority for interfering.-Benga[ Herald, April J4,, 

No.2. 
To the Edito1· of the Bengal Hur/earn. 

DEAR Sm,-1 went last Friday in company with a grift' lately importett, 
for the purpose of showing him the delicate novelties of this dear city, in 
the sliape of the festival of the Churru..:k Poojah, and as a matter of 
course, proceeded to the old haunts of these abominations, the Boitakanah, 
Durrumtollah and Circular Road; Lut after wandering up and down fo1· 
some time, we could neither see or hear any thing of the sights. These 
streets were, thanks to the most judicious and proper orders of Govem­
ment, in their accustomed state of quiet, and 110 vestige whatever of the 
" Churruck" was to he seen. Upon inquiry among the natives about, 
as to u·here we were likely to fall in with a swinging match, we were told, 
with the ~realest indifference about the ~atter, that the" sahib logue" 
had ordered tl,at no " Churruck" was to take place in these streets. 
Some ,idding, that they thought we might find some of the tamas/111, if 
we went into Intally. Not to l,e disappointed of our journey's intent, we 
accordiugly proceeded thn<', and after some hunting about, we at last 
fell in with a swing in a filtliy lane to the left of the South Jntally road. 
I will uot disgust your readers \dth a description of the vile abomina. 
tions there gGing on. It appeared to me that the ,·ery rift'.ratr of the 
done up "t11mash11," were there assembled to commemorate its annive1·­
sary, and out of compliment to the" sahib logues," for putting a spoke in 
its wheel, tliere were dressd up English padrees, officel's, &c., forming 
the chief part of its processions; and to complete the scene, the vilest 
el'Olutious were gone through. As to the swing itself, only two wretches 
were hoisted up, one in the old ,my by the hooks through the flesh of his 
shoulders, and the other (e\'idently against the miserable man's own 
wi~h, for !Je trembled like an aspen leaf), after a new fig, by the heels, 
the hooks lwvi11g lieen pas~ed lhl'Ough the sinews immediutely above the 
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knees nn,1 hi!I Al1ine hound up so ns to Aupport him if the flesh had given 
wny. After o few swings round, they were about to take him down, 
when the Rev. Mr. Boaz (ns I nnderetood his name to be) hegan to 
intel"fere with them, the re!lult of which was, that they treated the poor 
devil to anothe1· hoist, with a loud laugh at the Rev.---. Mr. B. 
attempted to take hold of the machine to prevent their putting it again 
in motion but they with nn exulting laugh, pusluitl it out of hi~ hands 
end swu;g away; but there was n~t the. mo~t tlistant attempt at any 
thing that could be even construed rnto violence towards the reverend 
gentleman. Seeing a remark in yesterday's Herald, that his charitable 
interference had neal"ly cost him a broken hea,1, I have penned this note 
to you, first to contradict it, and I thought I might at the ~"me time give 
you a small account of the whole affair. My reason for wishing to put 
the "violence" part of the business to rights is, that it might ha,·e a bad 
effect, the Government being l~d to suppose that violence would likely 
follow its total suppression. 

Now my humble opinion is, that either Government ought at once t6 
prohibit it, or it ought to be left to die n natural death; which it would 
~oon do, if reverend gentlemen and others would remain away and not 
interfere with it. It has been driven out of the city altogether, and 
therefore robhetl of its 11ilding, as there are no more Sahihs or re~pectable 
natives to witness it. The swing I saw was the only one I could learn 
of upon inquiry, and it was in the middle jungle of lntally, and it seemed 
to have been got up more as a joke upon our Padree~, &c. than with any 
othe1· design. 

Yours faithfully, 
April 15, 1839. MERCURY. 
Noui.-Whenever a native clenches his fist rind in a blustering manner 

walks up to a European and desires him to desist from interfering, and 
others from the crowd call out, "mar sala ke," the reporter of the para­
grnph impugned, will think himself justified in stating, that the party me­
naced narrowly escaped from getting a broken heaa. Mr. Boaz was so 
threatened,-REPORTER, Herald.-Hurkuru, April I 5. 

No.3. 
Ou1· correspondent MERCURY affects to correct a mistake in our account 

of the Churi-uck Poojah, and with respect to the danger which the Reverend 
M1·. Boaz was said to have incurred, our correspondent assu1·es us, that 
no violence whatever w.is either executed, 01· threat~ned towards the 
reverend gentleman. \Ve confess that we are rnther surprised than 
otherwise, to learn that violence was not offe1·ed to nny imlividual who 
attempted to interrupt such a mob, engaged in such a businesa ; and 
with all the respect for .Mr. lioaz's good and charitable intentions, 
we must deprecate such imprudent and injudicious interference on his 
part. The well known retort of the drnnkm·d, to the moralist, who 
remonstrnted with him, whilst still in a state of intoxication, was de­
Bt>l"Ved. "How cnn you he so silly ;1s to nrgue with a drnnken man?" 
'l'o 11ddress exhortations nud remonstrances to the pe1·formers of the 
Chu1·ruck Poojah, whilst in the midst of their orgies, is, at the least, as 
unp1·ofilable a labour as tu reason with a 1lrunke11 man. A drunkard 
must he cured of his vice, whilst he is sober, not whilst he is intoxicated; 
11nd the nntive must be taught, by the force of instrnction and rnason, 
to renounce these detestnble rites, not whilst he is in the act of pnpetrat­
ing them, hut at a time when he 1·e11sons calmly upon theil· absurdity. It 
muy be II question whether it were wise or politic, us well as benevolent, 

2 Q 2 
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to put down their disgusting exhihitions bv force ; but if it he it must 
he the work -of the soldiel' not the clerl{yma·n. ThP only weapoi; thnt the 
)Rtte1· can fight with snccessfolly, is the book of knowledg,,; his -captnin 
must be the school-m11ster, and his auxilial'y time.-lbid. 

No.4. 
To the Edilor qf the Bengal liurlarru. 

Sm,-1 ha,•e no doubt ,·on will afford me a place in the pages of vour 
journal, for the purpose of offering one or two remarks on a letter signed 
i\11-:RCURT, which appeHl'erl in the Hurkaru of the Ilith. It was accompa­
nied bv some editorial remarks, on which 1 wo111ld also offel' a few obser­
vation~. The lett.er h11d ref .. nence to an attempt made by n1e to sup­
pre,as the swinging at the Churruck in the neighbourhood -of Entally. 
From the letter aml editorial re111ark~ it would he inferred, that my effort 
on that occasion Wa.'I of a ,·iolent nature, that it had increased l'athei 
than diminished the sufFt>ri11gs of the victims, aud that my own pel'son at 
least, if not more important mallet's, were endnngered by this intrnsion 
on the orgi"s of Hinduism and interference with the cruel practices of its 
,·otaries. You doubt nlso the genel'al propriety and judiciousness of such 
interferences. 

l. As it reg11rds the suppose,t violet1ce of my effort to supp1·ess the 
swinging, l would observe, that I used no other weapons on the occasion 
thnn those of reason, an 11ppeal to those feelings of humanity ,,·hich are 
common to us ;,II, ;rnd an attempt to convince these deluded creatures 
th"t the act in which they were engaging was contrary to theil· own 
shastras, and if I know myself, I believe these weapons (the only ones 
suited to the Missionary warfare), wpre wielded in a mild and temperate 
manner. I did on tl,at occasion, as on former similar occasions, accompany 
my remarks by a direct and full disclaimer of all connexion with the poli­
tical or ch·il authorities. I told them in effe.::t that I had neither the 
power nor the 11·ish to prevent them from swinging, but by convir1cing them 
of their folly and cruelty through tlie medium of reason and truth. 

I belie,·e the Hindus prrsent understood both the motive and the ac­
tion, ar11l if I may judge from their genHal temper 11ncl conduct on that 
evening, I should say tl,:,t they neither looked upon the attempt as a vio­
lent, 11or did they :,t a' 1 cout, rnplate a resort to violent measures for 
ci,rrying on the Churrnck. 

2. As it respPcts the increase of ~uffering from my intel'ference, I 
must beg to diffn in toto with your correspond,rnt. My own imp1·ession 
at the time was and fitill is, that the individual swinging was suspended a 
much ~horter time than usual. He certainly was not up more than five 
minutes (long enough in all truth) while the usual period is from 10 to 20 
minutes. When l first addressed the principal in the business he was 
about at once to acquiesce in rny request to take him down, but an old 
craftsman of Diana, seeing thia, came rnnning with a haribol and hid 
them swing on. 

The poor fellow had a few more revolutions but 011 expostul11tin,r even with 
this man, he complied with my wi,;hes, a11J had the pool' fellow taken 
down aud loosed: and I firmly beliPve, he would have been loosed at the 
first, hut for the s~uctioning conduct of somA bystanding Christi,,ns who 
called tliis horrid rite "Hindu fuu." I would not have tl'oubled rour 
rea1lers "i1h this detail, but fo1· the purpose of shewing that but fo1· the 
j 11 terfere11ce this one poor fellow might Jiave swu11,: fo1· 11 much longer 
period, aud might have been taken away 11t•nseless aij I have eeen 
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others on former occnsions on the same spot. On inquiring, howeveT, 
I found thnt six otl1ers were to swing, hut by talking with the chief 
of the temple, not one qf tho8e ai.11 we1'e eithei· pierced 01' wmng. Guess 
my astonishment then, when I read the statements in question, which 
seemed lo imply that the attempt hail not only heen abortive, but th'lt it 
hnd only tend11d to augment the sufferings of those whom it waa my ohject 
to se1·ve. I do lll'lieve, that the pleasure and gratification of some of the 
misnamed Christians who were the1·e was diminished by the 11on.eYhihition 
of these poo1· fellows, for one apparently respertable European sairl it was 
n shame to stop the fun, nnd "hen a~ked why? replied because he h11d W!­

ver aeen it. I think you will agree with me in supposing thnt tl,is might be 
a very cogent renson with him, but certainly not a sufficiently powerful 
one to induce any man to allow the continuance of such cruelties if it 
were in his power to suppress them. 3rdly, 11s it respects the offering of 
violence to myself and others. I w:is not conscious of nny being offered 
to myself, nor did I see a single wealthy native ne11r th~ tree; therefore 
no such person could have menaced me either with his fist or otherwise. 
The only man that appeared to me at all excited, was a man of the black­
smith caste, an operntor, whose craft was in dauger, but certainly I felt 
no apprehension either from what he said or did, nor rlicl any of the Hin_ 
du bystanders, for they joined in a laugh at his expense when solicited 
(if the Puja was meritorious) to take a lesson in the art of swinging 
himself-in fact, he too joined in the laugh. Your correspondent is per­
haps, not well acquainted with the trickery of these chiefs of the dark art ; 
they a1·e paid for their services, an,! like many more care not whether they 
be performed or not; they can bluste1· and appear to be very wrath, but are 
indeed but too glad that they have been spared the trouble of doing their 
duty; I confess, I saw no indication of violence, though moving in the 
midst of the brahmins and pe1·formers before the very idol itself; but I 
did imagine that I saw in many a face and action an evident satisfaction 
that the Chui·ruck had ceased to swing and the men to suffer, for it would 
be a libel upon our nature to suppose that any but the very besotted of 
ou,· race could for a moment feel other than satisfied at the suppression of 
such deeds, when the current of their affections and thoughts are turned 
iuto a better channel. One fact may confi1·m this statement while it speaks 
1,trongly in favor of education; the most efficient help was afforded on the 
occasion, by the rducated intelligent youth of ou1· Schools and CollPge, who 
·were evidently glad of the oppo1·tunity to display thei1· attainments and 
liberality when contrasted with the ignorance and bigotry of the wily 11riest 
or the more illiterate laic. I believe this will place the detail of the case 
in its tnie light. 

Your editorial remarks affect not so much this isolated case merelv as 
the genernl question of Missionm·y attendance and interference on these 
occnsions. You doubt the prudence, and question the utility of such 
efforts. Let eve1·y man be fully persuaded in his own mind is an inspired 
i11j11nction: my own persuasion would lead me to a different conclusion. 
l think it is the duty of every l\lissionnry and servant of God to go forth 
011 such occasions with the meekne'ss of the dove and the wisdom of the 
serpent, and tu endeavour in such a spirit to turn men from their idols to 
se1·ve the living God. The most powerful arguments with such a people 
are not those of an nbstract kind, but those which are drawn from the 
actual aud palpable nbominations of thefr system, which on such occasions 
a1·e seen in all their glory. Any man, even a Hindu, may maintain 
his cnuse with a Christian, ns to what God is nnd what he requires so Jong 
as the prnctice of Lhe two faiths is hid; but point the Hindu to th11 
genernl, the unive1·snl debauche1·y and cruelty springing out of his system, 
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11nd shC1w it him palpably hefore his eyes, and his mouth is shut, his con. 
~ci~nce silenced, 11nrl he must remnin a conl'inced if not R conve1ted nrnn, 
I Admit that R Mis,ionary shouhl not he in such scenes to ,•ex, to annoy, 
nnd irrilRte even by the expression of his conntennnce; hut that he should 
he th('re in me~k~ess and lo,·e, bearing the contradiction of sinners against 
h•n:i~elf and hftmg up a standard and testimony for the one true God, 
nm1dst the surrounding idolatry, this I do maintain, so did Paul at Athens, 
and so should the servants of Christ in Calcutta. The Lord Jesus him. 
self went into the midst of the money-changer~ in the temple and scourg. 
('d them aw:iy, and it is the character of our faith as it was of its Founder, 
that it is the reformer of the world, the agitator of the sleep of ages; and 
its ministers ought to be found now in the silence Rnd quiet of the humble 
cot, then in the midst of excited and daring idol11teu; now in the midst of 
scen,s of business and worldly craft, and then in the circle of mol'III and 
upright folk. Like their great Master they should shun no place und leave 
no people, but they should be in all places and with all people in love. You 
contrast the conduct of the Missionary attending such gatherings, and 
endeavouring to suppress these cruelties to the conduct of one who would 
reason with a drunkard on the impropriety of his conduct while in his cups, 
I 1wrfectly 11gree with you that it would be a useless attempt to reason 
with a liabit1111l drunkard on the impropriety of his conduct, while in a 
state of absolute and frantic intoxication ; but let me see him casting about 
.firebrands, in sport-let me see him attempt to inflict cruelty on himself or 
others, as in sport, and then shall I wait until he be brought to his right 
mind before I attempt to prevent the evil consequences 11rising from his 
playing with lire or "tw0-edged tools?" If you saw a fellow-creature 
drowning, would you wait until the most perfect apparatus should be brought 
or until some still more excellent way should be discovered ? No, you 
would use that which was at hand-you would relieve present suffering by 
present means, and endeavour in the absence of witnessed agony to devise 
or put yourself in possession of some more excellent means for the future. 
So do I consider we should act with our idolatrous neighbours. I 
would educate them, reason with them in their calmer moments with 11 

,·iew to the permanent and univerSJ1l abolition of all these evils; I 
would employ el'ery means to induce them to give up with a voluntary 
and "illing mind, the evils we seem to unite to deplore, but in the mean 
time, and until this can be bf-ought to bear, is it not our duty as men and 
Christians to endeavour to prevent by every fair means the continuance of 
practices so revolting to every feeling of humanity? It may be replied 
these are but isolated cases which you would prevent, and the mass will be 
uninfluenced by them; however isolated they are, they are not without 
their influence, they may tell on hundreds if not on thousands; and if all 
men had reasoned in this manner, who have taken an interest in the refor. 
matiou of our world, verily it would now ha,·e been a world of Jshmaelites 
and confusion. Besides there is a luxury in doing good. Yes, if even 
any oue should pre,·ent the horrid hooks being passed through the back or 
legs of one man, I ask where is the man that would not feel an unspeaka. 
ble pleasure, in this though it had no influence on anothe1· being on earth, 
that he had been the means of saving a follow-creature from a momentary 
pain! It may be said that this matter should be left to the management 
of the Government. The Government have, I suspect, done their part in 
it; they have dissolved their connexion with the idolatry of the country­
whatever is done therefore must be done by the individual 01· collective 
effort of the suhject aud not of the Governor ; and these must not coerce 
but reason; they must not force but teach ; and such efforts will doubtle811 
be successful 311 education is diffused aud the knowledge of the one God 



1839.] Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 303 

Rnd Jesue Christ whom he hath eent shall be known far and wide. 
It wae under these impressions that I went forth on this and on other 
similar occasiona. I felt whatever might be the prnspective Llessing~ 
connecte1l with our labours, it was our duty to mitigate and prevent ns 
for as possible, present and palpable suffering. It is not unfrequently 
observed on this subject, that it is wrong to interfere with these puj!ia, 
because they are the national way of amusing the people, and therefore 
we m·e iuterfering not only with their religion but with their fun. It has 
always occ11rre1l to me, that there are too distinct classes of employment 
at these pujas: the cruelties and the lamaaha or amusement•. Now, while 
I certainly think that the amusements are hy no means such as any edu­
cated and 1·espectable citizen could enjoy, yet it is not with them we either 
wish or desir11 to interfere, they are rude and often indecorous, hut they 
are not cruel, and they will disappe:11· before the influence of education 
and religion ; but the cruelties wear a different aspect and demand a dif­
ferent order of treatment, and it is to prevent the perpetration of these 
crnelties, under the mask ofreligion, which induces the :\,Ji3sionary to step 
forward at these public exhibitions; and I more than suspect too, that it 
is i-athe1· to se11 the buffoonery than the cruelty that s.o many Hindus are 
induced to go forth on these occasions-one of the most striking proofs of 
which is the zest with which the fun is engaged in, and the indifference to 
the suppression of the cruelty of the Churruck when it has been happily put 
down. You appear to be apprehensive that such interference might end 
in more than a broken head. F1·om what little I kno1v of the Hindu 
charncter, I could not for a moment suspect any degree or kind of vio­
lence 01· out-break, they are naturally a timid and pusillanimous race­
they have no bond of union, no leaders, no nationality, no knowledge of 
their owu 1·digion beyond its mummeries, and no respect for their priest­
hood, 110 care beyond the moment-nothing in fact, that could induce 
them to resist, much Jess insult the calm and mild reasoning of the philan­
thropist or the attempts to suppress such cruel rites made by the Mis­
sionary of the Cross. So far does my own feeling go in this matter, that 
I believe were the Government to put down with n firm but parental hand, 
the whole range of Hindu cruelty, they would do more to obtain a lasting 
ascendancy over the affections of their Hindu subjects, than they eH1' 
will by a trimming and vacillating policy. I do not say that it is my wi;;h 
that the Government should so net, I merely state it as an opinion a;; it 
regards the state of native feding in connexion with these abominations. 
I believe neither as individuals or as a Government, ha1·e Englishmen 01· 

theh· descendants any thing to fear from the Hiudus or any other people, 
in 1my effort they shall makt' to rnise anti liless them, provided always that 
they a1·e careful to persuude the people that theiL· ohject :rnd desire is to do 
them good ! In bringing these rema1·ks to a close, I C()nfess that I could 
not but blush for my country and religion 011 the occasion referred to-to 
see immediately unde,· the Churrnck tree fL uumber of Christian females 
sitting and enjoying with all the nonchalance imaginable this honid 
exhibition. Men of course thel'e were of all kinds nnd degl'ees sanctiouing 
by their presence, that at which fiends themseh·es might shudder, nrul 
from which the wo1·st members of European Society in Eu1·ope would turn 
away wilh disgust. Trusting you will excuse this lengthened communica­
tion, 

I am Sir, yours fuithfully, 
Union Chapel House, Ap1·il 16, 1839. THOMAS BOAZ. 

Jlui·karu, April 19.] 
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,md show it him palpal1ly before his eyes, anll his mouth is ehut, his con. 
~c,it>nce silenced, Rnrl he must remain a conl'inced if not II conve1·ted man, 
I ,.,fmit that II Missionary shouM not he in such scenes to ,•e,c, to annoy, 
And irritate nen by the expression of his conntennnce; but th11t he should 
he there in meekness and Jo,·e, hearing the contradiction of sinnen against 
him~elf and lifting· up II standard and testimony for the one true God, 
amidst the surrounding idolatry, this I do maintain, so did Paul at Athene, 
and so should the ser\'ants of Christ in Calcutta, The Lord Jesus him­
self \l'ent into the midst of the money-changers in the temple and scourg­
ed them awny, ,md it is the character of onr faith as it was of its Founder, 
that it is the reformer of the world, the ag·itator of the sleep of ages; and 
its ministers ought to be found now in the silence Rnd quiet of the humble 
cot, then in the midst of excited and daring idolnters; now in the midst of 
scen.-s of business and worldly craft, and then in the circle of moral and 
upright folk. Like their great Master they should shun no place nnd leave 
no people, but they should be in all places and with all people in love. You 
contrast the conduct of the Missionary attending such gatherings, and 
endea,•ouring to suppress these cruelties to the conduct of one who would 
reason with a drunkard on the impropriety of bis conduct while in his cups. 
I pt'l'fectly agree with you that it would be a useless attempt to reason 
with a habitual drunkard on the impropriety of his conduct, while in a 
state of absolute and frantic intoxication ; but let me see him casting about 
firebrands, in sport-let me see him attempt to indict cruelty on himself or 
others, as in sport, and then shall I wait until he be bl'Ought to his right 
mind before I attempt to prevent the evil consequences 11rising from his 
playing with fire or "two..edged tools?" If you saw a fellow-creature 
drowning, would you wait until the most perfect apparatus should be brought 
or until some still more excellent way should be disco,•ered ? No, you 
would use that which was at hand-you would relieve present suffering by 
present means, and endeavour in the absence of witnessed agony to devise 
or put yourself in possession of some more excellent means for the future. 
So do I consider we should act with our idolatrous neighbours. I 
would educate them, reason with them in their calmer moments with R 

,·iew to the permanent and universal abolition of all these evils; I 
would employ e1·ery means to induce them to give up with a voluntary 
and 'Rilling mind, the evils we seem to unite to deplore, but in the mean 
time, and until this can be bf-ought to bear, is it not our duty as men and 
Christians to endeavour to prevent by every fair means the continuance of 
practices so revolting to every feeling of humanity? It may be replied 
these are but isolated cases which you would prevent, and the mass will be 
uninBuenced by them; however isolated they are, they are not without 
their inBuence, they may tell on hundreds if not on thou~ands; and if all 
men bad reasoned in this manner, who have taken an interest in the refor­
mation of our world, \'erily it would now ha1•e been a wol'ld of Jshmaelites 
and confusion. Besides there is a luxury in doing good. Yes, if even 
any oue should pre,·ent the horrid books being passed through the back or 
legs of one man, I ask where is the man that "'ould not feel an unspeaka­
ble pleasure, in this though it had no influence on another being on earth, 
that he had been the means of saving a follow-creature from a momentary 
pain ! It may be said that this matter should be left to the ma'?ageme~t 
of the Government. The Government have, I suspect, done their part m 
it; they have dissolved their connexion with the idolatry of the country­
whatever is done therefore must be done by the individual 01· collective 
effort of the suliject aud not of the Governor; and these must not coerce 
Lut reason; they must not force but teach ; and such efforts will doubtless 
be successful all education is diffused aud the knowledge of the one God 



1839.] Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 303 

Rnd Jesus Christ whom he hath sent shall he known far and wide. 
It wns under these impressions that I went forth on this and on other 
simila1• occasions. I felt whatever might be the prospective Llessings 
connected with ou1· labours, it was our duty to mitigate nnd prevent as 
for as possible, present and palpable suffering. It is not unfrequently 
observed on this suhject, that it is wrong to interfere with these pujlis, 
because they are the national way of amusing the people, and therefore 
we ure interfering not only with their religion but with their fun. It has 
always occurred to me, that there are too distinct classes of employment 
at these pujas: the cruelties and the tamasha or amusement•. Now, while 
I certainly think that the amusements are by no means such as any edu­
cated and 1·espectahle citizen could enjoy, yet it is not with them we either 
wish 01· desire to interfere, they are rude and often indecorous, hut they 
are not cruel, and they will disappea1· before the influence of education 
and religion ; but the cruelties wear a different aspect and demand a dif_ 
ferent order of treatment, and it is to prevent the perpetration of these 
cruelties, under the mask oheligion, which induces the Missionary to step 
forward at these pul,lic exhibitions; and I more than suspect too, that it 
is nther to see the buffoonery than the cruelty that s,o many Hindus are 
induced to go forth on these occasions-one of the most striking proofa of 
which is the zest with which the fun is engaged in, and the indifference to 
the suppression of the crnelt.y of the Churruck when it has been happily put 
down. You appear to be apprehensive that such interference might end 
in mo1·e than a l,roken head. From what little I know of the Hindu 
character, I could not for a moment suspect any degree 01· kind of vio­
lence 01· out-break, they are naturally a timid and pusillanimous race­
they have no 1,oud of union, no leaders, no nationality, no knowledge of 
their own religion beyond its mummeries, and no respect for their priest­
hood, no care l,eyond the moment-nothing in fact, that could induce 
them to resist, much less insult the calm and mild reasoning of the philan­
thropist or the attempts to suppress such cruel 1·ites made by the .Mis­
sionary of the Cross. So far does my own feeling go in this matter, that 
I believe were the Government to put down with n firm but parental hand, 
the whole range of Hindu cruelty, they would do more to obtain a lastiug 
ascendancy over the affections of their Hindu subjects, than they eve1· 
will by a trimming and vacillating policy. I do not say that it is my wish 
that the Go,•ernment shoulu so act, l merely state it as an opinion as it 
regards the state of native feding in connexion with these abominations. 
I believe neither as inJ.ividuals or as a Government, have Englishmen 01· 
theh· descendants any thing to fear from the H iuJ.us or any oth,n· people, 
in Nny effort they shall make to raise antl bless them, provided ahvays tiiat 
they a1·e careful to persuade the people that their ohject and desire is to do 
them good ! In bringing these i-emarks to a close, I C() nfess that I could 
not but blush for my country and religion on the occasion referred to-to 
see immediately under the Churruck ti·ee a uumber of Christian females 
sitting and enjoying with all the nonchalance imaginable this horrid 
exhibition. Men of course there were of all kinds and degrees sanctioning 
by their presence, that at which fieuds themselves might shudder, nm! 
from which the worst members of European Society in Ew·ope would turn 
away with disg·ust. Trusting you will excuse this leugtheued communica­
tion, 

I am Sir, youre fuitlifully, 
Union Chapel House, Ap1·il 16, 1839. THOiUAS BOAZ. 

Hu1·lmru, April 19.] 
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No. s. 
Orir readel's will pc>rceivt>, in anolher column, an epistle of aome length 

from the Re,·el'end 1\11'. Boaz, respectinl{ a letter th.at nppenred " fow 
da)·s airo, in our journal, accompanied by a few brief editorial remnrk.s. 
It i8 with the utmost willingness that we give insertion to the explnnlltion 
of the renrend g-entleman. \Ve have ever esteemed Mr. Boaz in the 
light of a sincerely pious, and a zt'alons, pains.taking man. His exertions 
in b .. ha\f of 0111· suffering fello,v.creatures, entitle him to nnivers1~L com­
mendation. Only a few days have passed since we expresed th.iY 011inion~ 
in our editorial columns, with reference to the 8ailo1·'s Home-an institu­
tion under the immediate superintendance of this ,zentleman. He will, 
not, therefore, we are sure, suppose that any person:.! feelings upon oul'I 
part sugge~tc>d the 1·emarks that we made on a forme1· occasion, Those re­
marks emanated from a Lelief that the statement received from ou1· cor­
n•spondent was a correct one. l\fr. Boaz assures us, that we were misin­
formed and we most willingly give c1·edence to his contradiction. It was, 
and it is still our opinion, that there was a 1·eason existing-and a very 
cogent one-11'11y the re,·erend gentleman's interposition, howeve1· hene. 
,•olent and chivalrous, was, to say the least of it, ill-timed. It was to he 
supposed that, at such a conjuncture, Government having interfered to 
prevent the celebration of these idolatrous and cruel orgies within the 
Town of Calcutta, the native mind would have been peculiarly exacerbat-
1'<1, and little likely to submit tamely to any fnrther European interrup­
tion. If :\fr. Boaz had previously considered this circumstance, it speaks 
,·olumes for his Christian courage but very little for his judgment. Mr. 
Boaz, as a Christian Minister, in all probability, sets a higher value upon 
the former than on the latter quality, but it must he remembered, that 
we, as journalists, in estimating the actions of a man, have not to look to 
their moti,·es, but to their tendency to produce good. Mr. Boaz informs us, 
that his inten·ention was productive of good; we repeat that we are wil­
ling to belie1·e him. He saved several deluded fello1v.creatures from very 
much cruel suffering, and so far, doubtless he did good; but if by saving 
six human beings from suffering this year he causes sixteen to suffer next 
year, then Mr. Boaz has done evil. We do not affirm that such will be 
the case; but accounts of the Churruck Poojah have reached us, and been 
printed in our pages, wherein it is stated, that the p1·ime joke of the 
tomasha consisted in making a laughing stock of the Missionm·ies. This 
proves that the tumasha-wallaha look upon the Missionaries as a hostile 
and a hateful order. If hateful to the people, their interventions, howe-
1·er benevolent and courageous on their part, are little likely to be prn­
ducti ,·e of good. A ball thrown against brick-work, rehounds even past 
the thrower. \Ve trust that such may not be the case with Mr. lloaz's ,mti­
cburruck labours, which, howeve1· unsuccessful they may be, entitle him 
to the distinction of a truly courageous and benevolent Christian.-lbid. 

I have but to obsen•e on this editorial notice of th.e lette1·, 1st, th<Lt my 
o""n conviction was strong at the time that no ha1·m would arise from my 
presence : the issue proved the correctness of my impression. 2ndly, 1 
hope tl:at I am desirous of combining judgment with courage, if 1 possess 
the latter, but even doctors will disagnie in judgment, and so may we. 
3rdly, I cannot see 1,y what process of reasoning sixteen shall suffe1· next, 
for my interference this year. Let us wait: sufficieut fo1· the day is the 
evil thereof. 4,thly, I have no doubt that the missionaries are hateful to 
the tamaal,a..waU~1t; they are the craftsmen : but are the missionaries on 
this accouut hated by the peo_vle ?-T. B. 
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