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CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

No. 88.-September, 1839. 

I.-Hints on the Missionary Cha,·acter ; an Address deli-vered in. 
Union Chapel, at the Monthly Missionary Praye1· 1lfeeting. 

In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God,-2 Co11.. vi. ¼-JO. 

BRETHREN, 
The character we sustain as Missionaries of Christ, is so unutterably 

important, from its connexion with the glory of God, and the present and 
eternal well-being of so large a portion of our fellow-men, that any 
attempt, however feeble, to render that character more perfect, and 
our labours more efficient will, I am persuaded, receive your candid 
attention; and even though you may totally dissent from my views, yet 
I have no fear but that you will listen to my suggestions with respect. 
Were I not myself so deeply interested in this subject, and so earnestly 
desirous of profiting by the advice and experience of my brethren, I 
should shrink from the-present attempt at calling your ~ttention to its 
consideration. But my hope is, that although I may fail in imparting an 
iota of instl'Uction by my 1·emarks, yet, that I may succeed in eliciting 
the more mature and profitable suggestions of my honored colleagues. 

Yes, beloved Brethren, there is no honour I prize so highly, no privilege 
I esteem so ennobling, as to be allowed a place, though the very lowest, 
among those who preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. If there be any such thing as Apostolical succession, it is to be 
found with those, and those only, who worthily sustain the character of 
Missionaries of Christ. 

It is from this conviction I have made choice of the words before us. 
They belong indeed to all ministers, but they are the especial inheri­
tance of Missionaries. They are a most faithful portraiture of the charac­
ter of a good Missionary, drawn by the hand of the prince of Missionaries 
to the Heathen, under the guidance of the Eternal Spirit. \Vould yo11 
understand then the perfection of the Missionary character and how it 
is to be attained, study the description given us in this chapter. If you 
would make full proof of your ministi·y, meditate upon these things. 

It would perhaps be impossible to pen an account so comprehensive 
and so just-so exactly descriptive of what Missionaries of Christ are, 
and ought to be, and must be, if they would be faithful to their trust, in 
language more expressive and concise. The more it is-dwelt upon the 
more full and appropriate, instl'Uctive and encouraging it will appear. 

Some of us may indeed escape the stripes and impl"isonments which 
awaited St. Paul, and which some of our brethren in late1· times have 
expel"ienced ; but with this exception the 1·est all comes home \o 011r 
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indfridunl bosoms end business. It is a faithful description of the 
cl,aracter ~•e. should sustain, of the trials we may expect, of the results 
tee mey anticipate. 

Keeping this edifying description of the Apostle in l'iew ns the stand­
Ard of excellence, I wish, first, to t1·11ce the formation of the modern 
l\lissionary character; and, second, to suggest a few hints with special 
reference to those who are just entering, or contemplate ente1·ing upon 
the Missiona1·v field in India. Let us first advert to the formation of 
the modern l\ifissionary character. I adopt this order in the discussion 
ofmy subject from the supposition that by refreshing our minds with 11 
brief statement of thing·s as they are, we may be better prepared to 
consider what they should be. In other words that the points of 
agreement and disagreement in relation to our standard of the Mission­
ary char11cter may be more easily perceil•ed, and thus the found11tion 
for a practical improvement of our subject may be better laid. 1 must, 
howeyer, be necessarily very brief and general ir.. my remnrks. 

,re will suppose the case of a young man just about to enter the 
ministry. He feels a necessity laid upon him to preach the Gospel; and 
>ifter much prayer and deep mental conflict, he arril·es at the conclusion 
that he must preach to the Heathen. His heart yearns oYer the millions 
of men dying without Christ. He thinks of his personal obligations to 
the Saviour. He feels willing to li,•e and die for His sake. The more he 
meditates on the subject the more his soul glows with heroic ardour, he 
smiles at danger, he casts o:ft' fear, he contemplates the prospect of an 
early grave in a foreign land with a feeling akin to rapture; and now 
it would be to him the most bitter disappointment to be denied the 
privilege of becoming a Missionary to the Heathen. 

Among those who are candidates for the Missionary field, some are 
probably wrought upon by mere excitement: others have thrown 
around the enterprize the illusions of poetry; others are borne forward 
by the eclat, with which the devoted Missionary's name is invested, and 
are thus candidates for fame: and in all more or less of these con­
siderations may have some weight. 

But the Yery first sight of the miserable degraded Hindus will 
suffice to dispel the illusions of poetry, 01· like our Octobe1· storms 
carrying before them all that is not solid and fixed, will sweep away 
all the e:ft'ervescence of mere excitement: while a month's residence in 
Bengal will sink almost to zero the unnatural zeal of the mere candi­
date fo1· Missionary fame. These characters may still linger in the field, 
a variety of motiYes may combine to keep them there, but they will not 
become actual Missionaries to the Heathen. You will find them seeking 
some less self-denying and less reprobated scene of labour, where they 
will still retain their nominal rank as Missionaries, and yet evade the 
cross. Far be it from me to insinuate that there are not fields of 
labour, apart from actual preaching of the Gospel to the people, 
.where the Missionary of tl1e cross may be honourably and usefully and 
properly employed. I believe there are-there your spealcer must find 
his place. Denied by nature those powers of a1·ticulation so essential 
to the efficient preaching of the word in the native language, and d1·iven 
by the force of circumstances to employments somewhat aside from the 
dearest wishes of his heart, he must be content to labour in that field, 
Hnd thankful to be so employed ; yet he still thinks that there is too 
much of a disposition to shrink from this most honourable and most 
uppropriate part of Miesiona1-y Jabour, the preaching of the Gospel to 
the people. No force of argument, no authority of great na!"e,. no 
changes in the spirit of the times, no scorn of men, no eccles1a9t1cal 
ceDBures, can or ought to set aside a positive command, the only corn-
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rnancl ofCh1·ist, on tl11' manner of prosecuting our work. It is infidelity 
end 11rrogance united to set up any other means of propagating the 
Goepel, in any view than as auxiliaries to this main work. 

Let " the Hcripturnl means in a scriptural manner" be our motto. 
Let the example of Christ and his Apostles be our guide. And if other 
men, that is, otl,er Cl11·istian brethren, will come to our aid with auxiliary 
means, we will bid them welcome; but we as Missionaries, must not give 
plrice in our own persons, we must prosecute the task of preaching the 
word, of proclaiming the good-news, of publishing among the Heathen 
the unsea1·ch11l1le riches of Christ. 

In my view there is nothing so discouraging in the present aspect or 
the Missionary cause in India, as the very little actual preaching of the 
Gospel to the people. How can we hope for converts -while this principal 
means is so neglected. J was rejoiced at seeing a notice lately in the 
Calcutta Chl'istian Observer of some direct efforts at preaching to the 
people in this city; but we want much more of it. The people are now 
better prepared than formel'ly to have it preached to them from village to 
village, and market to market. Do, dear brethren, seriously consider 
whether something more cannot be done towards fulfiling this command 
of Christ. 

But to return from this digression to trace the real Missionary, the 
man who actually labours in immediate contact with the people, in his 
arduous yet most honourable course. Let us suppose a man borne on, not 
more by the ardour of his zeal and the fervour of his piety, than by his 
hearty concurrence in the command of Christ, to preach the Gospel to 
every creature, determined upon making it the business of his life to make 
known from his own lips the unsearchable riches of Christ to the people. 
He resolutely spurns the solicitations of ease on the one hand, and the 
whispers of discouragement and trial on the other, and sets to in earnest 
to qualify himself for his work. There are few men of this stamp who 
have not much both to learn and to unlearn. Coming from the bosom of 
their beloved churches whe1·e the glow of piety commingling from many 
a lovely Christian, has so raised the religious temperament that not one 
of them is aware how much of his warmth is accidental, and how little 
the offspring of pious principle; that is, how much of it owes its existence 
to circumstances, and how little will survive when left to itself. The 
Missionary will at first feel as if his religion were a delusion, and that 
he has to learn over again the first principles of the oracles of God. He 
will find that he has taken too much on trust, that his views and emotions 
were rather the property of the church than of himself, that he must 
seek a religion which he can call his own, ere he can feel that he is 
qualifietl to communicate it to others. 

Again, there are few men who have not imaginecl to themselves some 
favourite modes of labour which they long to employ, nothio~ doubting 
but they will be attended with success. They look on the labours of 
others with perhaps a leaven of self-complacency which whispers-' You 
need not fear that you will experience such poor results from your 
eff01·ts.' But whatever may be the gratulations of pride and the prompt­
ings of self-complacency, a very few years of labour will humble the man 
even to the dust. It is well if there be not so strong a reaction, as to 
lead him to the conclusion that he has altogether mistaken his qualifica­
tions fm·: usefulness and his field of labour, and that he is calletl upon to 
resign his post to othen. 

It has been saicl "that among the few who devote themselves zealously 
to the senice of manl<ind, a larg·e proportion derive their activity from 
that constitutional fervour which is the physical cause of enthusiasm. In 
truth, n propenijity rather to indulge the illu11ionii of hope than to ca.lculat11 
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probnhilitiee, mny almost seem a necessary qualification for those ,vho in 
this world of abounding e,·il, are to devise the means of checking ite 
triumphs. To raise fallen humnnity from its degradation, to rescue the 
oppressed, to deliver the needy, to save the lost, are enterprises, for the 
n10st part so little recommended by II fair promise of success, that few 
will engage in them but those, who, by a happy infirmity of their 1·easoning 
faculty, are prone to hope where cautious men despond." Now, with the 
exception of the Inst part of this statement, I think most will allow it ie 
peculiarly applicable to labours among the Heathen. I cannot however 
admit that the Missionary who feels aright is influenced by the illusions 
of hope, or that it implies any infirmity of the reasoning faculty to expect 
success. No, it is the power of faith that supports him, and it is the im­
mut-11ble promise of Jehovah, on which expectations of sttccess are based. 
There need be here no illusion, no infirmity of the :l'easoning faculties. 
All may be the calm composure of trnst in God's own word, and the solid 
deductions of reason in highest perfection. Yet it is tl'ue that unwananta­
ble expectations of success may be, and probably often are, cherished ; 
unfounded hopes of special interpositions of Heaven are indulged, and 
extraordinary manifestations of a special providence may be calculated 
upon for which God's word gives no sanction. Every thing of this kind 
will sooner or later yield its own proper fruit of disappointment, until 
one hy one the man of God is stript of every unscriptural expectation, 
and he is brought down, to a simple reliance upon patient continuing in 
well-doing, regulated by the unsophisticated teachings of God's blessed 
word. 

\Vhile the Missionary is thus passing through this _severe discipline, 
it is usually the case that Ajftietion is his tutor. It is through much 
tribulation he becomes qualified for his work. Few indeed are the 
instances of Missionary excellence which deep affliction has had no 
share in maturing. On this point, Brethren, I need not enlarge. Whose 
bosom has not bled over his afflictive bereavements! Who has not 
witnessed the scattering of dearest hopes, and experienced the wither­
ing blight of the spring and prospects of his early youth! Well might 
the Apostle charge his youthful colleague to "endure affliction." And 
again here give it so prominent a place in the formation of the minis­
terial character. 

You will then, Brethren, perceive that in passing through the fiery 
ordeal to which we have so briefly adverted, the good Missiona1·y under­
goes considerable transformation of characte1·. This is the case with 
respect to the minister of Christ usually in all countries, but it is 
emphatically so here. He learns first that he has no more real piety 
than is based on principle, that will live alone without any adventitious 
circumstances to support it, and consequently much on which he had 
rested at home will fail him here. This is a discovery of great moment 
and lasting benefit to the really pious man. 

Again, he finds that if he would do good his must be a life of continued 
self-denial. That what the world of Christians deem his great sacrifice 
of leaving home and friends, &c. for a foreign land, is in reality his least; 
or at best it is only the beginning of a series of acts of self-denial and 
suffering, whose termination is the grave. 

Once more, he finds that all human wisdom, in this work of conve1·t­
ing the heathen to Christ is folly. It is not to be done by might nor 
by power. Even where success has followed the labours of any Mis­
sionary body, that success has been so afforded as to leave exceedingly 
little room for individual self-complacency, and yet it would be difficult 
to say whose labours might have been spared. So that he will say from 
his iomost soul, Paul may plant, and A polios water,· yet God alone 
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must give the incrense. From conaiderationR such M these arises a 
cntholic feeling towm·da his Miesionary Brethren of all denominations. 
He lenrns to look nt the success grante,1 to them as so much honour 
,lone to the cause he loves. He feels that he haR a share in it. He 
cpases to be in all essential points a M iasionary of this or that denomi­
nation, and becomes II Missiona1-y of Christ. He is willing to occupy 
nny place to which Christ appoints him, deeming it honour enough to 
be permitted to fill any post in a cause so superlatively important and 
glorious. In other words, he emerges from the stagnant pool of selfish­
ness and party to breathe the free air of universal love and Christian 
brotherhood. He will have his sectarian difficulties, but they are his 
annoyances and foreign to his general spirit. 

Another important result of his severe probation is that he is willing 
to do good, not by wholesale, but here a little and there a little. He 
finds that the men who have done most in Christ's service have done it 
g1·adually, though the sum total may have been large. He is thankful 
to hear of a case of individual conversion here; of a maturing of good 
-desires in another case ; of a third being benefitted in some other respects, 
and thus on looking over the results of his labours, so far as he is 
permitted to know them, (and infinite wisdom decides how far that is 
desirable,) he is humbled and surprised to perceive that after all his 
discourngements, imperfections and disappointments, a considerable 
degree of success has followed his labours. 

Finally, he feels now more deeply than ever that it is a Yery small 
matter to be judged of man's judgment; that the applause and censure 
of even the best of men is a matter of very trifling importance, inasmuch 
as they are so generally misapplied. He endures (in some measure) 
as seeing him who is invisible. He knows that God searcheth the heart, 
He seeth the inward motive. What ,ve do, or might do, or leave undone, 
and why we do, or not do, is open and all naked before the eye of Him with 
whom we have to do. While the world is loud in its plaudits, his own 
heart perhaps smites him to the dust; and, again, while the world looks 
cool, he feels happy in the assurance that his interests a1·e indentified 
with the glory of God. His zeal is based, not on passion, but principle. 
He rejects no assistance to help forward his cause that may be lawfully 
employed, but he cares less and less about meretricious aid. Prudence 
and piety he finds to be twin sisters and is willing to live on the most 
intimate terms with both. Nor does he now think it at all savours of 
infidelity to be ca1·eful of his health and cautious in his measures; at 
the same time he clings with more tenacity than ever to the declared 
will and purposes of God, and refuses to yield to the innovating spirit 
of the age the divinely authorized means of prosecuting his work. In 
one word, he feels fully convinced that to convert the world to Christ, 
all that is necessary is a persevering use of the scriptu1·al means in a 
scriptural manne1·. 

Brethren, I love to look upon such a Missionary of the cross. To 
such a man I render more than mere respect. My heart goes forth to 
welcome our young brethren as they anive on these shores. I rejoice 
to hear of their ardent zeal and to witness the development of thei1· 
energies. I sympathize with them in their sorrows and try to overlook 
tl1eir mistakes: but, when after II series of years of labours and trials, I 
still see them the same men as it respects the solid excellencies of their 
character, but with their asperities worn down, theil· prt>judices remov­
ed, their judgments rectified, their tempers softened, their charities 
enlrirg·ed, though faint yet pm·suing, though cast down not discouraged ; 
but patiently, perseveringly prosecuting their wo1·k, combining the 
a1·dou1· of youthful piety with the maturity of age, and 1·esolutely 
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decided to l11ho11r on till death-then I feel emotions which I have no 
lan~ual?"e to de~cribe. 1 am grateful to them, and to God, who has given 
them grac-e to be faithful. I honour them. I view them as standing infi­
niteh· hil?"her in the scale of excellence than many whose names are 
perf~1med with the applause of men. I regard them as heroes in Ch1·ist'1 
"ernce, on whom are bestowed the highest honours, and noblest privileges 
that man mm enjoy. In fine, they are the men who act out the language 
(If onr text-" In all things approving themselves as the ministers of 
God." 

HaYing taken this hasty view of t.he formation of the modern Mis­
sionary character, I am to proceed in the second place to offer a few 
hints with especial refe1·ence to those who are just entering, 01· oontem­
platinl?" entei-ing upon the Missionary field in India. 

In the first plact>, then, my beloved brethren, I would recommend you 
to study well the character you should labour to acquire and sustain. 
'\\"hat sublime conceptions of the ministerial office-what elevation of 
principle-what noble disinterestedness-what expansive benevolence­
what heroic courage-what patient endurance of injuries-what glow­
ing piety-what depths ~f knowledge human and divine-what self­
renunciation-what zeal for truth and indifference for things non­
essential-...-hat forbearance-what humility-what faith-what tl'Ust in 
God-what familiar converse with Heaven-what blessed foretaste and 
assurances of a glorious immortality ! 

Study well the practical illustration St. Paul has given in his life of 
the conceptions which he formed of the ministerial office; what gratitude 
he el'inced that God had counted him faithful putting him into the 
ministry, and calling one whom he described as the least of all saints, to 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ ; how light 
he thought of all the trials his faithful discharge of his office involved, 
so that he might finish his course with joy, and the ministry he had 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify of the Gospel of the grace of God; 
how cheerfully he submitted to personal labour that he might save his 
office from ill-founded cha,·ges of mercenary motives; how willingly he 
ga,•e up his own preferences in things indifferent to win the various 
persons with whom he came in contact; and how he exulted, when he had 
finished his course and kept the faith, at the prospect of his glorious 
crown of righteousness. 

Brethren, I carmot attempt to analyze the character of this first Mis­
sionarv to the Heathen in my brief address, but I beseech you study it 
for yo;,rselves. Our work is substantially the same as was St. Paul's; 
our trials will he in some measure proportioned to the faithfulness with 
which we copy his example. The motives which should Ul'ge us forward 
are the Eame. Let it then be our holy ambition to approve ourselves as 
ministers of God, by seeking the nearest possihle conformity to the spirit 
and conduct of our illustrious predecessor. In one word, let it be your 
settled purpose that as in the case of St. Paul, so in yours " that Christ 
shall be magnified in your body, whether it be by life or by death." 
I Phil. 20. 

Does it imply any want of Christinn charity to remark that the con­
ceptions too generally entertained of the Missionary chamcter, fall 
irnmeasurahly below this standard? Or rather, brethren, do not the most 
,,,,info) fact6 force the com•iction upon our minds that tl,e prevalent 
notion is, that men of an inferior grade may very well fill this office, 
while the mos:t shining talent may find a more appropriate sphere of ac­
tion i' Has not this wicked, false, pernicious, abominable sentiment crept 
into our academies and colleges; infected our leading ministers and 
literati to sucL an extent, as to convey the tacit acknowledgment, that 
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the mRn who is conRecrated to the Missionary cause may be of warm­
he1n·ted piety and active zenl, but otherwise of inferior capacity and 
Rttninments? Whnt R vile insult offered to the Mission of Christ and 
his illustrious Apostles? 

Even in the correspondence of Auch a woman and such a Christian as 
Mrs. More, there occurs the following remark to Sir W. W. Pepys, 
"1-lRve you seen my friend Jowett's Christian Reseaches in the Mediter­
ranean ? The author is much too elegant for a Missionary ; he is an 
Rccomplished scholar!" What may we not expect to result from s•1ch an 
expression from such an author. How important is it that this most 
degrading view of the Missionary character should be corrected ! That 
it may be seen while the Missionary field is so wide and the work to be 
done so various, that men of all capacities and attainments m«y be ,veil 
employed, there is yet ample scope, yea, an imperative necPssity, for the 
most brilliant talents and most cultivated intellect; ye,,, that a goo,l 
Missionary of Jesus Christ is a concentration of all the excellencies 
earthly and heavenly, that ever centered in man, and that his office is 
the most honored and dignified to which the Almighty ever designated 
his creatures. _ 

2. The passage suggests to us that the faithful Missionary must ex­
pect his course to be 1·eplete with trials. 

VI' e have already adverted to this point in the hasty view which we 
took of the Missionaries' progress. Yet it is so important a point that 
we crave permission to say a word or two mo1·e. 

The Apostle reiterntes this truth in great variety of phrase: "pati­
ence, afflictions, necessities, distresses, stripes, imprisonments, &c. See 
a!.o Chap. ix. 23 to 28. 

The Lord Jesus Christ bath most expressly taught that suffering, and 
sorrow, and trial, are a part of the price we must pay, if we would thus 
serve him. "Behold, I send you fortb as sheep among wolves"-" Ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake"-" Yea, whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service." How essential that the 
youthful aspirant for Missionary labour should well undnstand the 
terms of service ! If it be true, "that the great principle of vicarious 
suffering which forms the centre of Christianity, spreads itself through 
the subordinate pm·ts of the system, and is the pervading if not the 
invariable law of Ch1·istilll1 benefience," how much more is this em­
phatically true of Missionary labour? 

The Chl'istian missionary must in this view complete what remains 
behind of the suffel'ings of Christ in his own body. " Every right­
minded and heavenly-commissioned minister of Christ is baptized with 
the baptism wherein his Lord was baptized. In an inferior yet a real 
sense he is, like his Lo1·d, a vicarious person, and has freely undergone 
a suretyship for the immortal welfare of his fellow-men. He has charged 
himself with a responsibility that can never be absolutely acquitted, 
while any power of exertion or faculty of endurance is held back from 
the service. He is bound to clo and to suffer the utmost of which 
humanity is capable. Though he be not unconditionally 1·esponsible for 
the happy 1·esult of his labours, he is clearly bound both by the terms of 
his engagement, and the very quality of his work, to surrender whatever 
he may possess that has in it a virtue to purchase success; ~nd he 
knows that by the great Jaw of the spiritual world, the suffering of 
substitutes enters into every procedure of redemption." 

Let us apply these weighty remarks to ourselves. Let us think over 
them while surveying the mass of human wretchedness amidst which we 
live. Unappalled by the direful spectacle, let us, while we tremble under 
it, press home upon our souls that we a1·e to au awful exteut respons1We 
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for the salvation of these myriRds of deathless dying souls, Let every 
Mission11ry thus regRrd his field of lRbour until he grORns beneRth the 
burden and exclRims, " who is sufficient for these things." 

0, ~,·ethre~, ours. is no ~asy t11sk, we have no space f?r ~elf-in~ulgence. 
Starnng myriads 1·a1se then· tearful eyes and stretch then· unplormg hands 
to us fo1· breed-the bread of life, and can we keep back any etfo1·t to 
impart it and be guiltless? No! No! And if guilty, 0111·1 is no common 
guilt, it is to be guilty of the blood of souls. A guilt whose direful influ­
ence may spread to latest posterity. 

Let us look, then, at our responsibilities, that we may find our strength 
in God. Let us look upon labour, trial, sorrow, disappointme.nt, dis­
tresses, afflictions, as our portion ; yet looking all steadily in the face 
exclaim, while leaning· on an Almighty arm, " none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto myself," &c. 

S. I am briefly to glance at the results the faithful Missionary may 
anticipate. "As poor yet making many rich, as having nothing, and 
yet possessing all things." 

It is promi1!ed to Christians generally " Delight thyself in the Lord, 
and he shall give thee the desires of thy heart," and it may be so said to 
l\lissionariespa.rticularly. Delight thyself in this blessed service, really and 
truly desire to serve Christ in promoting the salvation of your fellow-men, 
and your desires shall be gratified. However e.ady you are called from 
the work, you shall not labour for nought. I verily believe no Missionary 
devoted to Christ that e,•e1· left his or her native shore on this godlike 
errand has lh·ed and died in vain. Some of the most early and apparently 
m1·sterious cases of Missionary death which have come to my knowledge 
ha,·e been signally blessed. All eyes wept over the death of Mrs. Newell; 
and yet who has done more for the conversion of the world ? She has 
been the .mother of a host of Missionaries, and her progeny still live and 
increase ! Martyn's death has been similarly blessed, and so of othe1·s. 

As it respects the success of the work in India, apart from the ex­
travairant and absurd notions entertained both of our labours and the re-
1ult of them in England and America, I believe that a much g1·eater mea. 
sure of success has followed them than most persons are ready to allow. 
There is a wide-spreading influence at work among the people, analogous 
to the introduction of the leaven which is to leaven the whole lump, 
The process may be slower than we can wish, and its ope:ation may be 
more occult than shallow faith can discern; the revolutions of the public 
mind may be more intricate than we are prepared to expect, but of the 
final result there is little room to doubt+. 

But India is a ,·ast country, its population immense, our labourers 
,·err few; the system we have to overturn so deeply rooted and so combin­
ed with the civil duties of the people, that it is absolutely necessa1·y that 
pains be taken to convey to the minds of the Christian world more ade­
quate conception;; on all these points, and that v11stly more enlarged efforts 
be made to supply the :field with men and means. 

1 have often been surprised at the utter igno1·ance of most Eu!·opeane 
as to what is doing in India. Individual~ may be often met with who 
will not believe that such a thing as a native Christian is to be found. At 
a native wedding the other evening in my compound, when upwards of 
100 sat down to supper, it was observed that perhaps not five Europeans 
in tlie station were aware of the existence of a native church in the place. 
Much less that such a number of Christian natives of all castes, from the 
Bral,man to the culti,·ator of the soil, were to be seen seated at the same 
feast and drinking of the same cup. Simila,· surprise has been manifest­
ed on our communion si,bbaths. 

• There has been a very gratifying illnstration of these remark■ within the 
antbor' • sphere of labour aince they were writlen, 
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"The words hefore us nre indicative of the results we ought to expect. 
As poor yot making many rich; as having noH,ing, and yet possessing all 
tliings." What sublime res11ltR, what a blessed inheritance! 

I-low hlessetl the change effected even in this world where the degraded 
Hinclu emhr11ces the Gospel. (See Christ's own view of it, Acts xxvi. 
17, H,.) This was a description of the He,.then HI00 years a~o, but it 
l1as continued the same through each succeeding age even till this hour; 
and of course in every case of real conversion the result hfls bePn as 
blesse,l. \Vould you see another account of the change the Gospel effects 
1·eacl Ephesians 2. Look around you and see the effects the Gospel 
produces in the life of a Hindu. (Illustrate by the past lives ancl 
present employment of several native converts.) 

Trace its consoling power in death. Is it not a boon worth bestowing­
making l'ich. How much more blessecl in the world to come! It is only 
in the lil{ht of eternity that the proper results of Missionary labour can 
be correctly estimated. \Ve do our cause infinite damage when we 
separate it from eternity. Then when the myriads of the 1·edeemed shall 
be seen pressing into heaven from the east and from the west, shall 
we understand the effects of well-intencled and well-directed labours for 
Ch1·ist. Then· doubtless ·of myriads it may be saitl, these were once the 
devoted, b1>sottecl votal'ies of Jagimnath, of Durga, of Muhammad, of 
Gaudama, but they were led hy Missionary labours to Clrrist, and have 
been washed in his blood, therefore are they befo1·e the throne. The 
glories of their e1·erlasting home they owe to Christ, but far the means 
which brought them there they are indebted to you. 

Nor is the Missionary unblessed iu his deed. Though poor he enriches 
others; this is his happiness-though "having nothing yet he possesses 
all things;" this is his rewanl. 

The great apostle of the Gentiles, to w!,om we have so frequently refer­
red, ever had an eye to his personal interest in the gospel- to the great 
recompense of reward. He was anxious to finish his course with joy. 
He looked forward with ardent longing to the crown of righteousness 
which the Lord the Righteous Judge should bestow upon him. And 
whatever migl,t be his views on points of doctrine disputed among ourselves 
he was concernecl so to order his personal walk and conduct "lest after 
having preached to others he himself shoultl become a castaway." 

What then my beloved brethren shouhl be'our individual improvement 
of this subject, but that we seek to walk worthy of the vocation where­
with we are called. Let us elevate our conceptions to a level with the 
high clignity of our office. Let the common motives of common men give 
way to those more sublime and holy principles under which it is our 
especial pl'ivileg·e to live and move and breathe. Let us remember we 
are associated with the God of gmce, with the Saviour of men, with the 
ministering spirits of Heaven in ministering to those who shall be heirs 
of salvation. Let us then in all things seek to approve oursehes as the 
Ministers of Go,l to fallen men. 

Finally, may that Divine Spirit who originatecl aml cherished those 
Missionary graces ancl excellencies which so ,ulorneol uot only Saint Paul 
and the 1·est of the Apostles, hut in more 111oclern times, a Brainerd and 
Swartz, Coke and Xavier, Chamberlain and Martyn, Carey anc.l IVard, 
Morison and Milne, Lawson ancl Corrie, Trewen anc.l Pearson, Hampton 
and Boardman, and a host of others who have finished their course, rest 
upon each of you my beloved and honou1·ed colleagues, ancl make you a 
thousand times more holy and happy aud useful than you are! Amen, 
and A:nen. 

P. S. The quotations in this aclclress it is sca1·cely necessary to say a1·e 
from the Natural History of Enthusiasm, • 

VIII. 3 s 
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TI.-Idolafrous Oaths. 

To the Editor of the Calcutta Christ.ian Observer. 

Srn,-In your Number for June, 1839, I perceive some re­
marks by L. on the subject of administering oaths, the 
sacredness of which is not acknowledged by the Magistrate 
administering them. Y Olli' correspo1~dent states that, " It 
may be fairly allowed to a Christian Magistrate in search of 
truth and anxious to 11dminister justice, to admit for the time 
being-, that what his deponent believed to be sac1·ed was reallv 
sacred." Rather an extraordinary relief this to a conscience'! 
The Magistrate must be called mi to make some very curious 
mental admissions, viz. alternately the sacre<lness of the Bible, 
the Koran, the Ganges-water, and in some provinces of British 
India of arrows and spears, upon which many rude moun­
tain tribes are sworn! My view of the subject is that the 
Magistrate is bound to administer that oath to a witness 
which he (the witness) believes to be most binding on his 
conscience, and, therefore, that through which the fact requir­
ed can be best elicited. The Magistrnte does not thereby 
acknowledge the sacredness of the oath, but that it is held 
sacred by the witness. Is such practice contrary to the gene­
nl scope of the Bible? I cannot see that it is. 

If I understand the argument aright by which the admi­
nistration of any oath by a Christian Magistrate, other than 
on the gospels, is pronounced to be irreligious, it is, that the 
Magistrate thereby commands the commission of a sin-the sin 
of idolatry, or profession of belief in an unknown God. 

I reply that we might as well impute impiety to St. Paul 
who recommended and enjoined obedience to the Roman 
Government, supported that Government which upheld a state 
idolatry. He urges the payment of taxes to that Government 
(Romans xiii.) through which the state religion was supported. 
He left it to the religion he advocated silently to work out 
reform. He knew that Government then as now must go on, 
and that Christians in the ordinary affairs of life must in 
many things conform to the practices of the world and the 
prejudices of the times they live in, always bearing in mind 
not to depart from the main principles of their faith. I do 
not recollect any part of the Bible which bears upon the point 
in question : it must be argued therefore on general principles. 

Is the existence of the British Government in India contrary 
to the Bible ? if it be answered, Yes; then I cease to argue. 
If it be replied, No, then I ask, Must we not in many ma~ters 
conform to, sanction, or permit, prejudices and feelmgs 
which the people consider sacred, in order to carry on the 
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Government and to do justice among the people? Suppose we 
meet a witness who announces that no oath, no solemn adju­
ration, save that pronounced on the Koran, or the Tulsi, will 
induce him to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the trnth ; shall we refuse to administer such oath? will not 
this be a manifest injustice to the parties whose cause depends 
on that witness's evidence ? will not this be therefore contra­
ry to the general tenor of the Bible ? It might possibly be 
urged that a witness may demand say the blood of a human 
victim to be sworn on, and would it therefore be proper to 
comply? But there is such a manifest difference between this 
and the demand for some inanimate object he deemed sacred, 
that it does not require further mention. Think you that Cor­
nelius the centurion would have refused to administer the 
annual oath of fidelity on the first day of each year, sworn, 
I believe, upon the golden eagle, which in t~e language of Gib­
bon "glittered in the front of the legion, and was the object of 
the soldier's fondest devotion?" This is no argument I admit, 
only a supposition; we have no reason to suppose that Corne­
lius resigned on his conversion to Christianity, and before 
that conversion, though he was a "just man who feared God," 
it is probable he had frequently administered the oath of fide­
lity upon the eagle to his soldiers or been present at the cere­
mony, and thereby sanctioned the act. This is supposition, 
but so is it supposition the whole question as to the sin of 
administe1·ing heathen oaths. 

Yours, &c. 
A. 

We regret lbat the last sentence in our correspondent's letter has been torn 
off and lost. As, however, it did in no wise affect the argument, we have 
thought it better to publish it even in its imperfect state.-Eo. 

Remarks on A.'s letter on Idolat1'011s Oaths. 
We quite agree with A. in thinking that L.'s judgment must "be 

called on to make some ve1'y curious mental admissions, viz. alternately 
the sacredness of the Bible, the Koran, the Ganges-water, and also 
arrows and spears in some parts of British India." Yes, the day is 
coming when these will constitute an unrivalled museum of political 
piety, and Magisterial conscientiousness! Then will men say, when 
they survey those relics ; "was there an east, and a west, and a north 
and a south in those days? Was there a known God? Was there a 
sure Bible ? Oh how tender of conscience! destroying their own, that 
they may please that of other men ! surely those were days of zeal for 
God, benevolence to man, and denial of sPlf!" 

2. A.'s view of the subject is, "that the Magistrate is bound to 
administer that oath to a witness which he (the witneas) l:ielieves to be 

3 s 2 



498 Idolafrous Oaths. 

most bind'f ng on his conscie11c!'." Where has A. found out this ? 'Whence 
arises th!' obligation referred to ? Wlm·e i~ it written, that any oath 
that witness chooses shall be put to him? Is there to he no regard 
to the glory and will of Gon, in a direct appeal to His S11preme 
l\fajC'sty? Are the consciences of men to be petted, and I.he attributes 
of the Almighty insult<'d? Are we to overturn heavl'n and earth, are we 
to honour the ldolatC'r, and to despise the Almighty? Are we to adopt 
any Yile lying substitute for God, and-utterly to disr!'ganl His Majesty 
and glory alone ?-so conscience is i1wested with snp,·emacy, and God 
is degraded, on the bench, to become the creature of a d<')Jl'aved con­
science. ",l\'itness, is, thy god a crocodile or a bull, a river or a leaf 
of a tree, is he a fish, a bird, or a beast, or a little insect ? tell us who 
he is-that we may not aggrieve thy tender, <'nlightened, pious 
conscience by proposing the name of the great invisible One who is 
the Master, Owner and Judge of all?" Witness-" My God is the 
great and muddy Gauges-Ganga is my Saviour and my God-by it 
I swear." Judge-" Swear him, swear him-by the Ganges water, swear 
liim-1 know that it is a fearful lie to say, that Gangs is God, and I know 
that to swear that it is so, is a vile abomination in the sight of the true 
God; all this I know, and confess as a Christian man; but as a Judge, 
witness's conscience is my law : therefore, let the glory of the only 
God ~ink with the mud of the Ganges ; but let this man's conscience be 
honoured and satisfied I" This, this is the way in which Christians are to 
administer oaths; a sinful, impure, perverse, idolatrous conscience is to 
frame its own God-insulting oaths; and British men, and Christian 
Magistrates, are to be its salaried, deliberate executors I Can any 
c!'eature of God be hurt in being sworn by the Being who made him? 
V1hat njury to his conscience can be. here? Why are we so liberal 
in surrendering the prerogatives of the Almighty, and so niggardly in 
surrendering even one pice of our own ? Where is our supreme love to 
God, when he is thus habitually insulted in judgment-halls and courts of 
law? Again we say, in such circumstances, how is it possible that we 
can evince supreme lo-re of God ?' 

All supposed love to man, built on disregard to the honour of God, 
is but a criminal delusion: and all institutions, or customs, or laws, or 
decisions, resting on such a fabric, are but the wretched cobwebs of 
conventional iniquity. 

A. says further, that, "the argument by which the administration of 
anv oath bv a Christian Maj!'istrate other than 011 the Gospels, is pro­
no'iinced to.be irreligious, iS: that the Magistrate thereby commands 
the eommission of sin-the sin of Idolatry-or profession of belief in 
an unknown God." Now, as to this, we beg to say, that we are no 
advocates for the swearing of oaths on the Gospels, or on 11ny symbols, 
even among Christians: we think it unwarranted and injurious, being 
1mperstitious in its tendency; and certainly among heathen we should 
never propose any such outward sign: we would only require an oral 
or verbal appeal to the" One Living and True God, who is Maker, Ruler, 
Judge of all." Again we demur to the insinuation in regard to "profess­
ing belief in an unknown God"-we desire no such thing; we would 
appeal to Him who is universally revealed and universally present, and 
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who ought to he universally known, loved ancl feared. If He is not so, 
the whole blame rests with men themselves; and we must not lie 
deterred from doing our duty on account of their wilful sin. The 
question is one for us-shall we propose the frue God, or a falu God, 
DB the foundntion of a solemn oath? Having made these exceptions 
from our correspondent.'s statement, we say, that as to the rest, he is 
right: as opponents of the administration of idolatrous oaths, we do 
indeed hold, over the open decalogue, that idolatl"y is a sin ;-that 
on oath asserting idolatry is a sin ;-that the putting of a sinful oath 
is a sin ;-and that all aiding, abetting, suggesting, requiring, or re­
ceiving of sin is sin, in the sight and judgment of Almighty God : for 
all !)lher tribunals in such matters we care not one straw. On the 
decalogue, containing the first elements of morality and piety, we stand; 
and there we hold that to swear or cause to swear by the Ganges is a 
sin of falsehood and of insult to God. 

But A; professes to remove the foundation of this argument by an 
appeal to the word of God, even to Rom. xiii.-As we cannot see the 
force of this appeal, or perceive the point of i~s application, we cannot 
of cour~e reason on its relevancy. But, as far as we see, we shall go, 
and examine. " The Roman government was idolatrous, and supported 
state-idolatry." Certainly. "This state-idolatry was maintained by 
taxes." Certainly. "Part of these taxes were required of Christians." 
Certainly. "Christians were commanded to obey that government and 
pay these taxes, by the Apostles." Certainly. Therefore, what? 
What is the inference? Speak it out-" That the Apostle commands 
Christians to support Idolatry!" Is this A.'s inference? ·we think not 
-we hope not-as it would involve a charge, of more than intellectual 
deficiency against himself. The man who can believe, that the com­
mand to pay the regular taxes due to Government, involves an approval 
or sanction of the use which the government makes of S1,!Ch taxes, 
betrays great laxity of judgment, combined with obstinacy of purpose ; 
he must be determined to assert what he is unable to prove or indicate. 
This we do not charge against A.. however, because we do not suppose 
him guilty of the inference, the only inference which we think can be 
drawn from his premises. The simple truth is, that Christians were 
commanded to obey existing civil powers, as such-to "pay all honour 
to whom honom· was due, and all tribute to whom tribute was due ;" 
those who received honour, were accountable for the use they 
made of it; and all who received tribute, responsible for the end 
to which they turned it. The payer was amenable for his ovrn loy­
alty, not for the idolatry of the receiver :-the subject was answer­
able for the discharge of his own civil relationship, but not for the 
superstitious appropriations of his g·overnor. This is the secret of 
the whole, and shews how a Christian could obey one command which 
says, " Flee idolatry," and another which say11 "pay tribute" even to 
idolatrous governors. There is howevc1· in the cases a parallel of another 
kind which we can discover, and it is this. If a Christian magistrate put 
an oath to an idolater by the living and true God, then that idolate1· 
may associate with the name of God any one of the vile diviuitie~ of 
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Hindustan; yet the Judge is 110 wise accountable for that idea or per­
,·erse notion in the mind of the other :-so, in like manner, a Christian 
subject of old paid a tax legally or officially demanded of him by the 
existing power ; yet, though that money might be used for the sei·vice 
of any one of the herd of thirty thousaud deities of Greece and Rome, 
the Christian was clear from all participation in that. Let men take 
heed how they wield the sword of God's word, for it is two-edged ; and 
the unskilfnl wielder may cut himself in the attempt to cut down his foe. 

A. says " that Paul left it to the religion he advocated silently to 
work out refonn." Truly unfortunate is our correspondent in his 
selection of a " silent"' Reformer in Paul, or of a "silent" ,·efo,·matioii 
in Christianity! Oh how silent is the Bible on the subject of idolati-y ! 
Nay rat,ier, how deaf is man ! Oh yes, it is pleasant to fall asleep 
in the morning, and at uight find our work done ! Certainly, Paul 
knew that '' Government must go on"-and that we must in the " or­
dinary affairs"' of life conform to others around us :-but when 
does Paul say that we are to conform to the practices of the world and 
to the prejudices of the times we live in? How can any man say this 
who has read Rom. xii. I, 2; and 2 Co1·. vi. 14-18, not to speak of 
many other passages of the.same kind? 

As to the " existence of British government in India," we make no 
question on that subject. In the providence 'of God we have become 
rulers here ; and the only question is, how shall we rule ? According 
to the Vl'ill of man or of GoD ? Shall we acknowledge no God, or 
every god, or the ONE Goo ? Shall we be guided by what an ignorant, 
deluded, superstitious people deem sacred, or by what the Almighty 
declares to be sacred? Shall we dispense justice to men, at the ex­
pence of righteousness to God? Shall we base equity to man, on ini­
quity against the Supreme? It is very well to talk about humouring 
"human prejudices aud feelings," if we only sacrifice our own "preju­
dices and feelings" in return :-but, we ask solemnly, who has power to 
do so at the expence of Jebovah's prerogatives? To whom has he 
given authority to take an oath by an abominable and insulting idol, in 
his pre~ence, although one hundred millions of human rebels, and earth­
ly traitors, should say it is right? Where is he that has received such 
authority ? Let him produce his credentials? Is this principle derived 
from reason, or revelation ? Let us see how it is obtained ? Shew us 
the premises that we may judge of the solidity of the co,nclusion. Men 
are always taking for granted, or laying on others as granted, first 
principles which need to be proved :-they will force upon the con­
sciences of one class, the very nostrums which they have devised fo1· 
relieving the consciences of others-they chain my conscience that 
they may liberate my neighbour's ! But the Christian is bound to 
"prove all things." 

To the supposed case of the witness who will only swear by the 
Tulsi leaf, we at once say, "no; we would accept of no such oath; for 
it would lie an insult to God and also an injury to man ; it is an incite­
ment to an idolatrous act, and a legalising of it." Eve1·y man of 
common piety knows that idolatry is an insult to God ; and every man 
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of common sense knows that it is a curse to man ;-and shall we employ 
any such thing as a medium of preserving India? Truly men who 
think so may join Sysiphus in the rolling of his 3tone I • 

\/Ve would not give the "blood of a human victim," because it 
would involve murder and a lelreach of the sixth commandment; but, 
we may give Gunga-water, and the Tulsi leaf, because it involves 
only idolatry, and a breach of on(y the first commandment ! Oh con­
sistent morality towards man !-why hast thou divorced piety towards 
God? 

" Cornelius, the centurion," stands in A .'s letter as the counterpart of 
" Sergius Paulus" in L.'s communication. The references made to the 
soldier and to the magistrate we still lay aside as mere suppositions 
-unless we were to venture on a counter-supposition, which would 
be this: that they neither of them would worship an idol ; that they 
neither of them would swear by an idol ; and that they neither of them 
would receive or require in others that sin which they would not 
commit themselves : this would be our supposition regarding those 
men ; and we think our supposition is at least scriptural and reasona­
ble. Shall I do a thing which is evil myself? No. Shall I encourage 
a fellow-creature then to do it? No-I abhor the thought. 

Our correspondent concludes his communication by saying, " But 
so is it supposition the whole question as to the sin of ac!ministering 
heathen oaths." Truly this is• settling the whole affair with a ven­
geance! Of course we cannot make our opponent think or call any thing 
we say or write aught else than supposition; but we would commend to 
his serious consideration whether the following be mere suppositions. Is 
it a supposition, that there is but one living and true God? Is it o. sup­
position that He alone is entitled to supreme regard ? Is it a supposi­
tion that the Bible is from him and a true revelation of his will and 
character? Is it a supposition that idolatry is there declared to be sin? 
Is it a supposition that an oath by .any ohject is the highest possible 
assertion of its truth or reality? Is it a supposition that he who swears 
by a false god asserts in the strongest form that it is Gon? Is it a 
supposition that such an idolatrous oath is sin in the swearer of it ? 
Is it a supposition that to propose, order, administer, receive or sanction 
sin is sin? If it be so personally, is it a supposition to say that it is so 
officially? If all this be supposition, shew it to us :-if it be not sup­
position, then he who receives an idolater's oath is partaker of the 
idolater's sin. 

But there is no supposition in the case. ·we challenge any man to 
shew how administering an oath by a deified demon, or beast., is cousis­
tent with "loving the Lord our God with all om· heart and soul,"­
we challenge any man to shew, how suffering such a sin as idolatrous 
swearing to pais unrebuked, is consistent with "loving our neighbour 
as ourselves." These are not "general principles," but express com-­
rnands, and the evil we speak of is a direct brrach of them. What 
more need we say of the first commandment, as forbidding all idolatry 
aml of course all connivance at it ? What need we say of the second, 
as forbidding the use of all idolatrous symbols, and of course all lega-
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lizinir of them? \Vhat need we say Clf the thfrd command, which 
forhids the use of God's name in a vain manne1·, and of course the judi­
<'inl sanction of the transference of that blessed name to " vain," false, 
abominable objects ? These things seem to us clear as words can 
make them. Will A. deny tliat the bulk of the Old Testament is di­
rected against idolatry and all compromise with it? Will he refuse to 
admit that a great part of the New Testament is directed against aU 
conformitv to the evil that is in the world? What course would the 
" general· principles" involved in the following passages lead to? "But 
I snv, that the things whi'ch the Gentiles sacrifice to devils, and not to 
God-and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils."­
Que>:'f, ha,·e we jndicia.l " fellowship" with devils, when we accept of 
oath•· b!t them?" " If any man say unto you, • This (meat) is offered 
in sacrilice to idols,' eat not, for his sake that shewed it, anci for con­
science sake,"-a.fortiori, ought I to accept of an oath which I know 
is rna,le in an idol's name? Surely an oath is far above the eating of 
food.-" \\'hat concord hath Christ with Belia!, or what part hath he 
that helieveth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols ? for ye are the temple of the , living God : where­
forP, come out from among them and touch not the unclean thing."· 
Ls there no principle here demanding a separation between the temple 
of God and ldols ?-and yet, in our courts, are not all huddled toge"' 
ther? Is it not the same thing whether a man swear by God or Belia! ? 
-" Let no man deceive you by vain words, for because .of these things 
cometh the wrath of God on the children of disobedience.-Be not ye 
therefore partakers with tbem.-Have no fellowship with the unfruit­
ful works of darkues~; but, rather ,·ep1·ove them !" Is legalizing 
" reproving ?" When we are accepting an idolatrous oath, are we re­
fusing to partake of idolatry, one of the chief works of darkness?­
Surely this may suffice of scripture reference to shew that we are not, 
left in this matter to mere general principles, drawn from each man's 
01rn mind or theory.-The word of God is explicit as a whole, and 
in its several parts-and the decalogue alone is sufficient to determine 
the whole matter amongst those who acknowledge its divinity and sub­
mit to its authority. Here then we stop for the present-satisfied that 
all this discussioD is hastening on to ultimate good for India. We 
rPjoice that we lfre in a das when the chains ofa century are beginning 
to be felt and broken :-and we rejoice to hear and know, that there is 
a remnant of those most deeply concerned in this matter, who are de­
termined to do their duty.-.May the Lord God speed the movement 
1iow going on, aud bless all those who are on His side and on the side 
of man ! " Thy kingdom come !" -Eo. 
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111.-Journal of a Missionary vi.,it to the Sitakund Meta, by 
Rev. J. Johannas, Baptist Missionary, Chittagong. 

Feb1·uar9 12tlt, 1839.--At 2 A, M, left Chittagong for the Sitakund 
mela, in company with brother Fink and Mr. C----. At day­
break we reached a market called Madan's-hat. Here we ad­
dres~ed about. :.!O or 30 persons who heard us with very great at­
tention. One briihman, rather more refractory and conceited than the 
rest, said " We do not credit what you say. Every sin is wrought by a 
divine agency. Without it nothing comes about." He had a powerful 
voice, and because he vociferated so loudly, the people concluded we 
were refuted, and that their priest had got the victory. However we 
dwelt upon the purity of God, his abhorrence of sin, and said, " Man­
kind were suffering, because God was not pleased with them, on account 
of their abominations." Nothing, however, would convince them. They 
had their opinion, and whether right or wrong, they were not scrupu­
lous to examine. After discoursing for some time, we left the place, 
giving away a few trncts. The next place at which our bear.ers halted, 
was Kumari. Here we met a native zamind:ir, the proprietor of the 
village and market. He, understanding our errand, said, " So you are 
come to take away people's good sense, and put bad sense into their 
heads." We fully made known the gospel to him. There were others 
with him, who had an opportunity of hearing the truth. Some present, 
particularly this Babu, began to object to our propositions, though 
many things he very readily conceded. At 2 P, M, we came to the end 
of our journey, the celebrated Sitakund hill. We were comfortably 
provided with a house, the property of the Mahanta, or the proprietor of 
the Sitakund zamindarl and hill. It was his kacheri or court-house; it 
was surrouuded by smaller houses occupied by pilgrims, who had al­
ready begun to assemble. We rested, and after taking dinner left 
borne for the mela. We saw thousands, who had come from different 
parts of India, men, women and children, all eager to testify their 
zeal and veneration for the superstitions of their false religion. We 
felt for these perishing souls. Our hearts yearned over them. We 
looked up to Jesu~ for his Spirit to aid'us in the work, and to make his 
word the power of God to the salvation of the~e benighted idolaters. 
We felt no discouragement as at other times from a want of hearers. 
We had thousands beforn us who were so eager to hear the word, and 
we thought we must have been pressed to death. To carry books was 
no small difficulty, for no sooner did the people see that we were 
giving them away, than they fell upon us. We continued preaching 
the word of life to successive groups of people. They heard with deep 
attention ; said they had never heard these things before ; wondered 
at our condescension in speaking to them so affectionately, and with 
very few exceptions, said that what we spoke were the words of a holy 
God. On returning home, we found many waiting for us. \Ye spoke 
to them all, briefly describing Christianity, and satisfying the people 
with books, for which they seemed very eager. At night had Bengali 
worship. The pilgrims occupying the hutii around, heard us sing the 
hymn by Krishna Pal in Bengali : 

VIII. 3 T 
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" 0 thou my soul forget no more 
The friend, who all thy misery bore. 
Let every idol be forgot 
But, 0 my soul, forg;et Him not." 

[SEPT. 

Some came before our house, and seemed wrapt in attention. We in­
vited them to come in. Some of them did, and after worship left us. 
\1\'e had abundant reason to thank and bless God, for his goodness to 
us this day. Many hundreds heard of his blessed name, and he gave 
u~ strength to prosecute this duty with zeal and solicitude for the sal­
vation of our fellow-creatures. 0 may the Lord Jesus make bare his 
arm, and gi~e efficacy to his word. 

13th.-At daybreak left home. Thousands were up early, and pre-
paring to haYe a sight of the idols on the hill. For a considerable 
distance the eye could perceive nothing but pilgrims, a dense multitude. 
They seemed all deeply intent upon the work they had come to 
perform. Hundreds were making towards the hill, where stood the 
temples of Ma.lia.dev, Sambhunath and Chandranath. Many, decrepid 
with age, could hardly go forward, yet fr"m a superstitious impulse 
were impelled onward. It was very affecting to look on these aged 
idol-serving sinners. We addressed hundreds, told them of Jesus, the 
only way of acceptance with God.· Some felt the force of the truth; 
others did not heed. They believed they were going to the most desir­
able good under the sun, and when wearied in body and scarcely able to 
bear fatigue, the words which animated them were, Hari bol, Hari 
bol. On our approaching the bill, we saw Lundreds before a tank, sur­
rounded by numbers of very small pak~a temples. They are used 
by respectable females after their ablutions in the tank, as a preli­
minary ceremony to the da,·shan or sight of the idols on the hill, to 
put on their clothes. Numbers of men and women, on seeing us, soon 
flocked around, and gaTe very encouraging attention to the word. I 
never saw a more attentive audience. These women hung upon our 
sayings. At other times, they would have fled from our presence : but 
now they saw and recognised our sacred office. Their hearts assented 
to the truths of revelation, and their mouths gave testimony to their 
efficacy. Some appeared affected,-one woman in particular, hearing 
Mr. Fink and Ganganarayan, said," Brethren, if these things be true, 
I have travelled this distance in vain." Another woman told me, " Sir, 
what you ~ay appeals to the heart, and meets with a response there." 
After addressing tLese women, we walked onwards, and saw many 
things to affect us. A company of pilgrims, returning from the hill, 
came before me and said, " Sir, we have travelled this distance to gain 
good; but our wish Las been frustrated. We brought nothing, and 
because we could pay nothing, 'l'l'e were denied a sight of the idol." 
Another old man so piteously lamented his bard fate, for being denied 
the same blessing, that if it would not have encouraged him in his ido­
latry, I would have given him the boon he solicited, which was l rupee 
4 annas. At another place, we saw some of those detestable characters, 
the sanyaaia, or religious mendicants, in a state of perfect nudity. 
There were some women standing among the rest of the surrounding 
people, and on inquiry I learn.t these were such devoted holy characteu 
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that they considered themselves as gaining good, by looking on such a 
sight. I spoke to these men, and endeavoured to make them ashamed 
of their disregard to common decency : but I found, before they could 
speak, that they had among the crowd many warm advocate8, who jus­
tified their loose appearance, and said that they were really as innocent 
as little infants. Could man convince these dead souls? Surely not. 
At another spot we saw several men and women, shaving their head~. 
On inquiry learnt they were fulfilling their vows before a large tree 
deemed sacred by the brahmans, yea almost as sacred as the Kalpataru. 
There were several women with brahmans before them, repeating after 
them certain mantt·as. Then several times hugging the tree, they 
prostrated themselves before it. To all these persons, we did not 
cease to declare the truth as it is in Jesus. On our ascent to the hill, 
we observed several hundreds before the temple. Those who could pay 
handsomely were conducted in by the brahmans. The inner ceremonies 
I did not witness ; but I saw satisfaction depicted on the joyful coun­
tenances of the people, as they came out. The pilgrims had to 
present offerings at three different place3. First, at the foot of the 
hill, where there is a rent in the rock, out of which issue fire and 
smoke. Here there is a brahman, who receives small offerings, such as 
rice, ghi, cowries, &c. At the second place, before the large temple, 
to which is about 50 steps. Above this rent or fissure in the rock 
to the mohat, the largest and the most valuable offering. And the 
last place at the temple of Chandranath, which is situated on the 
highest point of the hill, and the ascent to which is very fatiguing. 
After I had 3een the people and spoken to them, I proposed to 
brother Fink to follow the multitude 011 the top or summit of the 
highest point of Sitakund, particularly as I saw hundreds of men and 
women, young and old, indiscriminately moving upwards. Brother 
Fink went up with the native preacher to one-eighth part of the 
ascent, and then through exhaustion returned. I and Mr. C. kept on 
our journey, but had it not been for the number ascending, we 
would have followed brother Fink's example ; for really I thought, 
before I had ascended little more than halfway, that I could not 
return home again : but must find a grave in the very seat of the 
devil's empit·e. I more than once sat on the flight of pakka steps, 
and felt as if I was going to expire. I cannot describe the conditiou 
of many of the pilgrims. Several were lying on the steps, lamenting 
that they had ascended so far. Some said, " This is penance for sin. 
This is the region of hell. Surely after so much suffering God will 
pity and forgive us." I addressed, weak and exhausted as I felt 
myself, as many as I thought would hear me; and many listened 
to me, and some seemed deeply affected. I at length ascended the 
highest point. 1 commenced ascending before the sun was up, and 
when I returned it was about 12 o'clock. On tl,e hill I saw under a 
tree, numbers of pilgl'ims, who had resolved to stop there till they 
had recruited theh· exhausted strength. I spoke to them all, and 
fo11nd them quite disposed to hea1· the gospel. The temple here i!i 
built of stoqe, very small, and has in it a black stone surmounted 
with brass, Here the crowd was great, and the idolaters iutent on their 
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work. ~'hilst returning I counted the steps leading to this temple, 
which were upwards of 500, Lnilt very strong, and which cost the 
Babu who made them upwards of 150,000 rupees. This sum is not 
exag-ger~ted, for the labou_r must have been immense, and the difficulty 
of can·ymg up the materials very great. After yon ascend one-~ixth 
part of the hill, you commence with these steps. There is a beautiful 
spring running from one part of this high hill. When I descended the 
hill, I met brothe1· Fink and Ganganarayan preaching to hundreds. 
I stood with tl1em under a large ti·ee, whose ample foliage invited weary 
travellers to rest under its shade, and commended Jesus Christ to 
hundreds. This was a banian tree, upwards of 33 cubits in circum­
ference. Three Missionaries under its shade and hundreds of Hindus 
listening, brought to my mind the beautiful lines of that devoted 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, Mr. Ward:-

" n'bene'er th)' sons proclaim good news 
Beneath the Banian shade, 

0 may the poor Hindu feel thy power 
And grace his soul pervade. 

0 may the heavenly shlistars fly, 
May Hindus learn the word, 

.o\nd may all India's tribes become 
One caste to serve the Lord." 

On our returning home, we had again several waiting for "books, 
to whom we spoke an\i distributed these silent messengers of truth. 

At 5 P. M. left home. We commenced addressing the people from 
our gate to the utmost end of the mela, which must be upwards of a 
mile. Here were assembled worshippers from the remotest parts or 
Bengal and Hindustan. They bad prosecuted their journey hither, 
under circumstances of no inconsiderable privation. Some of the 
pilgrims were very old, and they came to lay their bones in the sacred 
valleys of Islamabad. Some had come hither with all that they could 
muster to offer to the idol, leaving the few inmates at home to support 
life as well as they could. Some had travelled this distance without 
money, depending ou the alms of the public, and all this to propitiate 
the favour of the idol. Individuals disappointed in their prospects, or 
tried by adverse fortune ; women labouring under the reproach of barren­
ness : all had made this seat of abomination their sacred rendezvous ; 
and all were expecting to derive incalculable g.ood. This was the im­
pression of the people. We addressed them, pointed out tbe Lord 
Jesus as the only Saviour from the wrath to come, described his 
sufferings, his love to dying men, and besought them to cast away 
their false refuges of lies, and to cleave to Him alone for the salvation 
of their never dyiug souls. Many huudreds heard us this day. Many 
gave us encouragement by their eagerness and attention to hear the 
word, and we were not faithless to overlook the promises of God, 
which had refereuce to the salvation of the world by Jesus Christ. 
While preaching, a very old man came to me and said, " Sir, give me 
a little help to take off my long Leard which I have for years allowed 
to grow in fulfilment of a certain vow." 1 refused satisfyiug his request 
on the score of 11uperJ1tition ; but told him, if he was hungry, I would 
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give him n trifle. He said " No sir, I want to make an tiff'ering." I 
spoke to this sinner of a hundred years, self-willed and hardened in his 
superstitions; truth did not seem acceptable, I thought of the passage, 
" Con the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots," and left 
him to Him, who can alone turn the disobedient unto the wisdom or 
the just. We preached till dark, and then returned home. Hundred~ 
who never before heard of the name of Jeims, were made acquainted with 
his religion. In all our addresses we thought of the blessed Saviour, 
and in his name ald'ne expected success. I thought of the Apostle 
Pan!, and went to work with the resolution, "I determine to know 
nothing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified." Yesterday 
and to-day we distributed one-half of our book and tracts, nearly 
fifteen hundred, Part of these books, the gospels, &c. belonged to the 
Bible Society, sent to me for sale, and as the people were eager for 
books, I thought of the object of the society, and freely gave the 
blessed boon to these dying hundreds, remembering the lines : 

" For be who bath, and will not give 
That heavenly gift to all that live 

Himself shall lose the way." 

14th.-Left home as usual in company with brother Fink, and the 
native preacher, alternately preaching to as many as thronged to hear 
us. The first place where we cast the gospel net was before a tank, 
on the front of which numbers of pilgrims were sitting smoking-. 
Amongst the rest who very attentively heard the gospel was an old 
Hindu, recognized by his followers as a very holy man ; this man was 
feeding about half a dozen women, his companions in pilgrimage. There 
were some who commenced arguing against the truth : but this I dis­
couraged as I have found no good to result from it when multitudes 
are eager to hear the gospel, particularly as thereby the object of 
preaching is lost, and the people return home ignorant of our message. 
We next preached to a few sanyasis. Some of them were very 
attentive, and dwelt largely upon the holy acts they had performed. 
They had visited all the celebrated resorts of Hindu superstitions, 
Banaras, Jagannath, &e. I told them not to say they had seen these 
places and gained good, for had they even a darshan or sight of God, 
that would avail them nothing. I said, "God was holy and just, and 
the sinner who wanted salvation must keep his holy sayings; on the 
violation of which, his curse, his displeasure, became man's sad inheri­
tance, and that from this all their miseries and wretchedness in life 
originated ; that God to obviate all this evil, and to make mankind 
happy, laid down this simple method of salvation, in his Son Jesus 
Christ." I then explained, " This is a faithful saying and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners." 
Some of these people said, that we were dwelling on sacred subjects; 
but that God had given eve1·y man his own religion, and in that he 
must live and die to obtain salvation. One man, to enhance the value 
of his religion said, "Sir, we have seen Mahudev in these jangals, in 
the form of a human being- with the face of t1 lion, walking in the cool 
of the morning and evening." 
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Went to the melll and scattered the seeds of life in five different 
places. Brother Fink and. Gangftnar.\yan zealously engaged all the 
time. Observed the pilgrims, some of whom had come early to the 
mela, ~eavin~ the _place and returni~1g to their distant villages. They 
came m their gmlt; but now tlnnk that they are returning home 
washed and purified from all their sins. Speaking to some of them 
I found their satisfaction not unequal to those who said, "We have 
seen the Lord." Truly " there is a way that seemeth right unto a ruan, 
but the end thereof ai-e the ways of death." May the Lord lift up tha 
light of his countenance upon their dark souls, and give them the 
wisdom, which can alone direct and make them wise unto salvation. 
At night had a service in Beng-,ili. Three of the Commissione1·'s 
writers were present. They were there on account of the survey of 
land. They were excellent young men, had derived a great deal of 
good by being educated in the Benevolent Institution at Chittagong. 
I asked them, whether they were still Roman Catholics. They said, 
they were :-they made me to understand, however, that they were only 
nominally so, abhorring the superstitions and gross errors of that 
church. I asked, "Do J'OU believe in the. infallibility of the Pope ?" 
" No." " On penance?" " No." "On transubstantiation?" " No." 
I then told them that the only safe religion for man to follow was in 
the Bible. 

J5th.-After our return from the mela, where we addressed 
hundreds ; we had numbers of Hindus waiting in the house for books .. 
We satisfied them all, first acquainting them fully with the religion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. A brahman, a very clever man, entered 
into argument with us. \Ve spoke and tried to convince him as much 
as possible. I forgot to mention, that a brahman, who heard me preach 
the gospel some years ago, and waited to be baptizcd by me, was with 
us; this man ably defended Christianity, and confuted the bra.hman from 
his own shastar. My sole reason for not baptizing him, (willing as 
he is e~en at this moment) is his pernicious habit of smoking ganja"', 
which greatly stupifies and intoxicates him. This vicious habit, I believe, 

_ is difficult to forsake. This man has commenced the life of Jesus 
Christ in excellent Bengali, which he has often read to us and to his 
countrymen. \l\,'ent abroad again in the afternoon; at a weekly market 
there were hundreds of pilgrims; these brother Fink addressed. The 
attention afforded was pleasing. After him the Native speaker addressed 
them, and at another place, I addressed a separate multitude. We 
returned at dark home. 

16th.-Went abroad early this morning. Spoke to separate con~ 
gregations of natives, visited and took leave of the Mahanta, or head 
brahman of the temple. He is a respectable looking old man, and he 
has ·1ands which yield him a handsome annual revenue: gave him a 
copy of the book of Isaiah in Nagri, which was very acceptable. On 
returning, we were shown about 16 monuments-tombs of the Mahan• 
tas, successive proprietors of the hill; and in one place, we saw the 
1;uppo~ed footmarks of Sita the wife of H.am. These, to the deluded 

• The tops of hemp mixed with tobacco, 
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Hindus, are all objects of wor~hip. Returned home rather late. Till 
2 o'clock, we were engaged in conversation with natives, who called 
for tracts. We distributed all our stock, and as the people were fait 
leaving the place, we also left Sitakund for the town. We had 
reserved a few books, which we distributed by the way, to the most 
eager, after briefly explaining to them the religion of Jesus; we reached 
Chittagong in the evening. 

IV.-Biograplty of Sir Robert Henry Blosset, Knight, Chief 
Justice of Bengat*. 

A year had not elapsed from the death of Bishop Middleton, a me­
moir of whose ]jfe has already been given, before the Church in India 
was compelled to lament the decease of one, who, though not called to 
minister at hel' altars, or to pl'oclaim from her pulpits the glad tidings 
of salvation, was yet, from the high office which he' was appointed to 
fill, fl'om his amiability of disposition and sweetness of manners, but, 
above all, from his personal piety and Christian devotedness, eminently 
calculated to further the interests of pure and undefiled religion in the 
East,-a subject that was very dear to his heal't. Next to entil'e de­
votedness and uncompromising faithfulness on the part of those who, 
as chaplains or missional'ies, are entl'usted to preach " the unsearchable 
riches of Christ" in foreign parts, nothing is more important to the 
cause of Christianity, than that those who fill high official situations 
should be men of deep religious feelings, should set a good example in 
their own persons and families in the whole tone of their characters, 
and should ever be ready to forward any good work, the object of 
which may be the moral improvement and spiritual instruction of all 
within the sphere of their influence. The appointment of the subject 
of this memoir to the dignified and importaut office of chief justice of 
Bengal, had been hailed with heartfelt gratitude by those who had the 
best interests of India at heart. Sir Henry's character was tried and 
appreciated; and he left England with heartfelt prayer that he might 
be strengthened in the discharge of his official duties, and mig-ht be 
the instrument in God's hand of extendiug the influence of Christiani­
ty. It pleased him, however, in whose hand are the issues of life and 
of death, to order it otherwise; and a few weeks ouly elapsed between 
Sir Henry's lauding in India and his death. 

Robert Henry Pecwell (for that was the family name, that of Blos­
set being adopted on account of an estate that was left him), was boru in 
1776, and, aftel' being educated at West.minster, entered Christ Church, 
Oxford, in 179.!. He chose the law for his profes,iun: was called to 
the• ba1· in 1799, hi~ circuit being the Norfolk; and, in 1809, was 
created se1jea.nt-at-law. He was appointed recorder of the town of 
Cambridge, an office which he filled with the utmost credit to himself 
and satisfaction to others. He was an accomplished scholar ; for his 

• Extracted, by request, but with much pleasure, from tho Chu1·ch of Eng­
land Ma.9a.zi11e,-En. 
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tAlents were of the highest order, and were cultivated with assiduity. 
He was an excellent linguist ; and his eminence as a lawye1· may readi­
ly be inf~rred from the appointme~t which caused him to leave Eng• 
land. His acceptance of that appomtment, there can be little doubt, 
arose from the hope which he entertained, that he might be useful 
abroad in a religious point of view. It could not arise from the love 
of gain-for his professional emoluments were great, and his private 
fortune considerable ; but he had the cause of the Saviour and the good 
of his fellow-creatures at heart, and he felt it a duty to enter upon an 
office which could not fail to give him an extensive influence. 

The mother of Sir Henry was left at an early age a widow, and the 
care of her children in a great measure devolved upon her. She was 
a woman of deep piety and sound principle, and she sought to impress 
on the minds of her family serious views of religion. It is recorded 
that, in every instance, her precept and example had a beneficial effect. 
The Christian parent has, indeed, not unfrequently cause to weep over 
the waywardness, and stubbornness, and profligacy, of those whom he 
seeks to bring up in tl1e nurture and admonition of the Lord, who are 
the objects of his most watchful anxiety, and whom he continually re­
members at the throne of grace. It is not every such parent who is 
privileged to witness all his children growing in grace and in know­
ledge. Let him, however, not grow weary ; let him hopefully sow the 
good seed; it may long remain hidden ; it may apparently have perish­
ed ; many sorrowful days, and many weeping nights may be appointed 
him : still let him seek to cultivate, let him encourage hope, and dis­
pel despair. The good seed may germinate; the blade may spring 
up, aud then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear. He may sow 
in tears, but he shall reap in joy. 

For a seuon, indeed, the admonitions of his mother seemed to be 
forgotten by Robert Henry. Religion appeared to have lost its in~ 
fiuence, and to be no longer a ruling principle in his soul ; but, through 
the faithful ministration of a devoted servant of God, he was aroused 
from the slumber of spiritnal insensibility; he sought for pardon and 
acceptance through Him by whom alone they are to be found ; and a 
growing consistency of Christian_character testified that he was led by 
the Spirit of God, and was becoming more and more conformed to the 
divine image. 

Sir Henry sailed for Calcutta in the "David Scott," which left 
Portsmouth on the 5th of June, 1822, on board of which were some 
truly devoted Christianq. Among these Mr. J. H. Harington, ~istin­
guisbed as the supporter of all that had a tendency to ameliorate 
the condition of India, the Rev. G. W. Crawford, and the Rev. 
Francis Kirchhotfer. The manner in which his time was spent during 
the voyage is thus described by him in a letter to the cler~yman who_se 
ministry he usually attended, and the greater part of which was writ­
ten while the vessel was abreast of the Cape de Verd Islands: 

"My grateful recollection of the happiness_ which I have_ enjoyed _at 
your communions will not suffer me to let this day pass without w:r1t­
ing you. My thoughts are often with you and with your congregatl~n, 
though the di.atance between us increases every day. I call to mmd 
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your kind prayers for me before my departure, which I trust have not 
been intermitted since I left you, nor have been offered up in vain. 

" Though I very much miss the opportunities of public worship that 
I have la,en occustomed to, and which have, by the mercy of God, 
produced w mony blessings to me, yet I have great reason to be thank­
ful for those which are afforded me here. I have my time more at my 
command than at any period of my life; and am able to employ a very 
large portion of it in reading the Scriptures, and in prayer and medita­
tion. Our chaplains also are very attentive to their religious duties, 
and furnish us with regular service both in the morning and the even­
ing, But my cabin is the temple of comfort, and truly deserves the­
name of a study; and I trust that the hours I spend in it will be a very 
improving period of my life. With nothing to di~tract my attention, 
I can sit and review the scenes of my past life, and look forward, with­
no small anxiety, to that part of it which is to follow, and which is 
connected with so many important duties, and e1posed to so many 
temptations, that I daily feel a stronger sense of the necessity of the 
Divine assistance to carry me through them, and to enable me to fulfil~ 
in any degree, the hopes of my friends and of those who- have sen-t me 
to this station. Still, however, I trust that He whose providence seems 
in so remarkable a manner to have pointed out this path for me, will 
not suffe1· me to want his guidance and direction while I walk iu it, nor 
leave me without the aid of his Holy Spirit, for which I daily and 
hourly pray; and I trust that I may consider the manner in which I 

. am now spending my time, the increased delight that I take in reading 
every pai't of the word of God, and my desire to live every day nearer 
to him by prayer and a holy life, as in some degree an answer to those 
prayers, and as a proof that he bas not suffered this change to take 
place in my life without a gracious design of ol'dering these events for 
my eternal welfare. 

" So far have I written, under tbe restraint natural to one who never 
could prevail on himself to disclose his thoug·hts on religious subjects, 
eiiher in writing or conversation (except occasionally to a near relative) 
to any person whatever-partly from shame, and partly from a fear, 
too well founded on past experience, that times may again occur when 
my spiritual enemies may once more prevail over me, and when all 
that I have ever thought before on these subjects may appear to be 
hypocrisy, or built on a false foundatiou. As you can no longer, for 
some years, be my minister, suffer me to appoint you rny confessor at 
least, and to offer you some of the breathings of a heart which has 
been so often warmed und animated by your discourses, aud which 
never can be sufficiently grateful for the benefits derived from them, 

'' As probably you will be glad to hem· how I di!pose of the rest of 
my time, I can only tell you that I believe the period of my voyage 
will be considerably too short for the different tasks which I have pro­
posed to myself; consequently you will believe me when I tell you, 
that time does not at all hang heavy on my hands. I make 1·apid pro­
gress in the Hindoostanee language; and read many books couuected 
with India, in respect both of the Indians themselves, and of the history 
of our settlements there, as also the lives aod proceedings of the most 
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eminent missionaries and chaplains, which lives not only contain many 
excellent thoughts in a religious point of view, but are full also of 
interesting details respecting the character and customs of the natives. 
I have, besides all tl1is, several branches of the law to make myself in 
some degree acquainted with bPfore my arrival, as the justice which we 
administe1· there is of a vE>ry multifarious, I mij{ht say universal kind, 
and compl"ises courts of all po~sible descriptions." 

A few weeks ;after his arrival at Calcutta, Sir Hobert was attacked 
with the disease which soon proved fatal. It was seated in the lower 
intestines, 'll·as entirely unconnected either 'll•ith the climate or the voy­
age, and must have been of long continuance. It was a matter of su1·­
prise, indeed, that it had not sooner discovered itself. The following 
account of his illness was sent by the late Rev. T. Thomason, (whose 
name will long be reml'mbered with honour by all who knew his devot­
edness to the cause of Christianity in the East,) to the sister of Sir 
Henry:-

" On the Tuesday before his death, which took place on the SalU\"• 
day following, I was requested, in a letter written by his servant, but 
in his own name, to attend whenever it might be convenient to me. 
I waited on him immediatel,y, and found him on his couch, ·greatly 
altered in appearance. His disorder had attacked him with amazing 
riolence, and was of a nature to pull down the 'patient speedily. He 
received me with a solemn and eamest expression of regard, and of in­
terest in the occasion of our interview, which I can never forget; it 
was very striking, and greatly affected my mind. After some remarks 
on the suddenness of the attack, and the mysterious nature of his illness, 
he entered immediately on the great subject of God's dealings with him 
from the beginning, spoke with much humility and many tears of his past 
life, and seemed overwhelmed with a sense of the goodness of God to 
him. Turning round, he observed, that his excellent mother having 
been known to me, I could well appreciate the honour confened on him, 
and the blessing which he enjoyed in having such a parent: the re­
membrance of her piety and maternal love caused him to weep abun­
dantly. Recovering himself, he said, that he could not affirm that he 
was not somewhat depressed; it was fit, he thought, that be should be 
so : perhaps there was no state of mind wore salutary ; it would be well 
for us, he said, if we were oftener in such a state ; and he could from 
his heart declare, that though he knew much to humble him and make 
him sad, yet he felt the mercy of God so greatly to exceed his own 
demerits, that he could not but feel overwhelmed with a sense of it. 

'' He was then led to mention, as the greatest blessing of all to him, 
his voyage to India. He looked back upon it with peculiar thankfulness : 
it was what he needed-a voyage by sea was highly calculated to im­
press the mind with seriousness. He had found this to be a season of 
solemn reflection and of religious enjoyment. In the rntirement of his 
cabin, he had enjoyed more of God than ever before ; and though the 
voyage was unusually prolonged, he felt regret when it came to an end. 
He could bless God for all his afflictions, and could testify that they 
had been his richest mercies ; adding, that he had experienced the ful­
filme11t of that promise in ls, xxx:. 20, 2i, which he repeated with great 
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distinctness nnd solemnity. , It was very edifying to observe the tone 
and manner with which he called to mind the words of the promise,~ 
' Though the Lord give you the bread of advnsity and the water of 
affliction, yet shall not thy teachen be remond into a corner any more, 
but thine eyes ehall RCP thy teachers ; and thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, ,vhen ye turn to 
the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.' The impression on my 
mind at the time was, that the voyage had been a season of great spiri­
tual improvement to him, during which his heart was strengthened, his 
religious principles took deeper root, and his soul wa~ ripened into that 
maturity of Christian knowledge and experience which was so conspicu­
ous in him on his arrival. 

"The conversation then turned on the mysteriousness of God's deal­
ings in bringing him to India, and then laying him on a bed of sickness, 
which in all probability, would be the bed of death. He had hoped, if 
it had pleased God to spare him time, to use the influence of his situa­
tion in advancing religion, and especially in encouraging the many in­
stitutions which had been formed for the benefit of this country; but 
the very serious aspect of his illness had put a stop to all his plans, and 
had led him to examine his motives strictly, and to feel that he was 
himself nothing. His anxious desire now was, to acknowledge the hand 
of God, in the exercise of entire patience and resignation to his holy 
will. 

" After some further conversation on this topic, at his request I 
prayed with him, having previously read a portion of the twelfth chapter 
of the epistle to the Hebrews, referred to in the Order for the Visita­
tion of the Sick. He was visibly impressed with a thankful sense of 
that assurance-that the 'Father of spirits' chastens us ' for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness ;' and added his fervent 
' Amen !' that it might be so with him. ' 

"This is but an outline of our conversation; and it is impossible to 
convey an adequate idea of the solemn pathos, the tone of tenderness, 
the dignity, and the humility with which he spoke. 

" On the following day, Wednesday, I again visited nim. He was sit­
ting· on a chair, in a state of some disorder; leeches had just been ap­
plied, and he complained of great pain, and said that his disease was 
still a mystery. He did not know how it would terminate; 'but,' he 
added, 'one thing we know-He doeth all things well; and in what­
ever way it may end, it must end well.' His countenance was illumin­
ed with an expression of cheerfulness as he said this, wliich plaiuly de­
clared the composure of his mind. The season not being favourable 
for conversation, I left him, with a promise of renewing my visit in the 
evening. 

"In the evening I found him in bed, much reduced and exhausted. 
He could not converse; it was not desirable, indeed, that he should. I 
read the 103d Psalm, making such brief remarks as seemed suitable to 
his circumstances, and then prayed with him. After prayer, he spoke 
of receiving the sacrament; and said that it was his particular wish not 
to d.,f'er it too long. He thought an early time should be fixed: it was 
an ordinance which he much enjoyed; and he should be sorry if it 
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w_ere delaye_d, for he fe~red that h_e mi~ht be too much weakened by his 
d1sea~e, wl11c~ w~s rapidly reducing !11s stren11:th, to enjoy it. It was 
airreed that 1t might t.1·ke place on the next day, or the day following. 
The_ little whkh he spoke at this inten•iew indicated a very happy frame 
of mmd. He ha~ been heard in the morning, by a medical attendant, ta 
N>peat that beautiful hymn-

<Come, thou ion,r-e,cpected .Jesus, 
Horn to set thy people free ; 

From our fears and sins relense us, 
Let us find our rest in thee.' 

He -went tbrough the whole of the hymn, and seemed to breathe out tire 
lines as upressions of his own ardent longings for the glorious appear­
inl( of Christ. 

~ .. On Thursday morning I again called. He received me with an 
affectionate welcome, and expressed much thankfulness for being thus 
assisted in collecting his thoughts, and fixing them on spiritual things, 
from which he felt himselr much drawn aside by his bodily infirmities.. 
I read to him the fourteenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, and prayed: 
the words ' that, where I aro, there ye may be also,' appeared to com­
fort him greatly. 

« In the evening, I found him ver_v much exhausted. My time with 
him was very short.. I read a few of tlie first verses of the 15th chap­
ter of St. John, and prayed. 

"The same remark applies to my visit on Friday morning. The 
disorder had made fearful ravages on his frame: he suffered much; yet 
it was edifying to observe how much, in this low estate, he was refresh­
ed by the 130th Psalm, and a few words of prayer. 

"On all these visits, after the first, he was evidently so affected by 
his complaint as to be little capable of conversation. My endeavour 
was to speak so as not to elicit answers-to st1ggest such thoughts as 
his case required, and to pray for a blessing. 

"About t'll"o o'clock on Friday, I received a message from the me­
dical attendant that he was sinking fast, and that it was desirable that 
the sacrament should be no longer delayed. This ordinance, to which 
he had looked forward with so much earnestness, was accordingly ad• 
ministered about half-past three. It was a memorable occasion. I 
pray that all of us who were present may long retain the recollection of 
it in our hearts: we ought to consider it a great privilege that we were 
permitted to witness such a scene. It would have greatly affected and 
delighted you, could you have witnessed the fer\"Our, and humility, and 
holy enjoyment of the ordinance manifested by your honoured brother 
on this occasion. His frame was greatly emaciated; but his soul seem­
ed to rise superior to all earthly things, and, while he partook of the 
elements, to feed oo Christ in faith with thanksgiving. In order to 
shorten the service, which I feared might prove burdensome to him in 
his weak state, I left out the hymn of praise, ' Glory be to God on high ;' 
and was proceeding to the benediction: he immediately noticed the 
omission ; and interrupted me, pronouncing himself, with great anima­
tion, the whole of that beautiful service as long as his voice would ad­
mit. We -were all greatly affected. I cordially thanked him for notic-
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ing the omission ; and, with tears of joy, we concluded the service to­
gether. It was a season peculiarly impressive. I felt happy in having 
given occasion to a movement on his part, which so decidt-rll_v proved 
that his mind was entirely collected; and that he entered into the 
spirit of the ordinance, as a solemn act of thanksgiving and worship, an 
eucharistical service to Christ, 

"The ordinance being concludecl, he requested me to draw my chair 
close to his couch, at the same time intimating his wish that all others 
might withdraw. He then most affectionately put out his hnncl, and 
entreated me to pray for him, that he might be delivered from all 
false confidences; adding, that he felt much peace, but that when he 
reflected on his past life, he could not but feel a trembling sense of his 
-demerits-he trusted in the mercy of God through Chri~t ; but at such 
a season, and in a matter of such importance, he felt it necessary to 
pray against all false confidences. He repeated this injunction with 
great earnestness .. I replied, that God would not disappoint the hope 
which was founded on the merits of his Son ; and that the Scripture 
was peculiarly adapted to convey comfort to all, who, under a trembling 
'Sense of their sinfulness, cast themseh•es on the mercy of God. He 
1·eplied, ' That is true. I am perfectly satisfied on that point. My 
views are strong and clear. I have no cloud or doubt; and long to be 
with my God and Saviour. Oh, when will the time come ! To this 
time I have looked forward, 0 God, thou knowest. It does not take 
rue by surprise. I have been preparing for it. For some years I have 
been endeavouring to withdraw from the world ; avoiding as much as 
possible all new connexions, and labouring to be ready for thy sum­
mons ! I greatly long for my rest!' 

"Here he dwelt, with great delight, on the blessedness of being with 
God ; varying and reiterating his expressions-sometimes in broken 
accents-at others more distinctly. I observed to him that he was now 
in a state to appreciate those beautiful lines of Mr. Charles ,Vesley, 
written when he supposed himself dying. 'What are the lines?' he 
said-• repeat them.' I began-

' In a/le and feebleness extreme, 
Who shall a helpless worm redeem 1' 

and was then proceeding to the line, 
' Oh, let me catch a smile from thee;' 

hut here he took me up, and with great fervour himself repeated two 
important lines which I had missed-

' Jesus, my only hope thou art, 
Sti·ength of my failing flesh and heart! 
Oh, let me catch a smile from thee, 
And drop into eternity!' 

He was 1·efreshed by these lines; and entered, with great delight, on 
the hymn, 'Jesu, lover of my soul.' We repeated these verses toge­
ther; and every now and then he helped my memory till we came to 
the end, in which he joined with great emphasis of tone and manuer-

' Sp1·ing thou up within my heart! 
Rise to all eternity!' 
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"Here ~ expressed ~y tha~1kfuln<>ss to God fo1· the support vouch­
safrd to 111m nt so trymg- a tnne ; and ohserv<>d, that it was a new in­
stance of the Lord's IPnci<>r mercy, in that when he most needed com­
fort, his co~1rnlat!011 should hi' so strong·; advC'rling, at the same time, 
to my first rntcrv1ew, when he was comparatively depressed. He said 
tb:,t it was indeed a merciful dispensation ; bnt that violent disorders 
naturally <l<'aden th<' expression of the feelings. He had abundant rea­
son to \,lrss God. for all his dealings. ' I can see mercy,' he said, ' in 
all tl e ":.\ :,y which I have been led; and a gracious reason for every 
trial and ,,nfation with which he has visited me. All is wonderful I 
Snrely, g-<',0 ,in<>ss and mercy have followed me all the days of my life, 
and I shall d"·ell in the house of the Lord for ever!' These last words 
he uttered with uplifted hands and great fen-our. The scene was 
grand. 

"I remarked to him, that the sorrow and regret of the occasion were 
absorbed, and thflt I could only rejoice in the comfort which he felt at 
snch a trying ~eason. The hearts of many, I said, would be confirmed 
thereby, especifllly thos,:, of his friends at home. He had one beloved 
sister, he ~aid, w'10 would be comforted to hear of him: ' Tell her,' he 
said, with peculiar deliberation; 'that I die happy!' 

"His disorder now becoming very troublesome1 he said, 'I can bear 
no more,' and most affert.io,;atel_,, seizPd my hand and kissed it. It was 
grievous to part with him. HaYing committed him, with mingled feel­
ing~ of joy and sorrow to God, I withdrew." 

Mr. Stevenson, tbe surgeon of the "David Scott," who was in the 
house with Sir Henry during the latter part of his illness, says, " hav­
ing mentioned to Mr. Thomason on Thursday morning that he looked 
to have some portion of Scripture read to him occasionally, I offered, 
in the course of the day, to read any portion that he wished. He im­
mediately mentioned the twenty-seventh and ninetieth Psalms, and the 
fourth and fifth chapters of the first epistle to the Thessalonians. Sir 
Henry would, on these occasions, repeat passages from what had been 
read, and dw,:,IJ upon them; such as, 'Comfort one another with these 
word~-Hejoice evermore !' 

'' Ou the day of his death, Sir Henry very frequently asked me how 
lon_g- I thought he should live. I told him, that, to all appearance, that 
da_,-- would l,e his last. He expressed his foll satisfaction with God's 
di,pensations; and cried out, 'Lord Jesus, come quickly I Why tarry 
the wheels of his chariot?' 

" Some time after he recurred to the subject, and said, on receiving 
mv answer, ' A few hours, then, will free me from trouble !' He then 
expressed a wish to speak with Ors. Russell and Nicholson, the physi­
cians who had attended him. On their being sent for, he desired his 
servant to rttire, when he took me by the hand, and said-• Mr. 
Stevenson, I hope you will never withhold the light of divine trnth 
from any of your patients. It is the only source of comfort in life and 
in death. What must be the coudition of those who live without God, 
and have no hope in their death ! What could I have now done with­
out the support of religion? In prospe1·ity, I have been too regardless 
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of my God; but hlesse<l be his name for bringing me to this state I 
Live in the fear of Go<l, and all will be well with vou.' • 

'' By this time his physicians had arrived. With each of them he 
l1nd some pl'ivate conversation. One of them, on coming out of the 
room, observecl to me that he had never seen such a striking display of 
the power of religion ; fol' that, though Sir Henry could scarcely speak, 
his mind seemed as active as ever, and his whole thought fixed on the 
prospect of eternity, and on the welfare of those whom he was about to 
leave behind.'' 

Another friend adds his testimony to the same elfect : 
" On the day of his death, he went through a long list of names in­

dividu~ lly ; beginning with those immediately about him, and proceeding 
to all his relatives by name, and then ended with 'God bless them all, 
and all I have not named ; and God bless all Hindoos, and give lhem 
the light and comfol't of religion I' 

".Shortly after this he became evidently more exhausted, and hi3 
voice scarcely audible even close to his mouth. He then made me send 
for Dr. Russell, to whom he put this question-' How long- have I to 
live-days or hours? I ask you, sir, to tell me candidly, a1>d without 
fear, for I have none.' Dr. Hussell, feeling his pulse, told J1im that it 
was very weak, and that he thought that a few hours would terminate 
his sufferings. ' I thank you, sir, for your candour,' he replied, ' and 
thank you for your attention to me. God grant that all your patients 
who are to die may feel as happy at that time as I do now.' 

" He exerted himself at this interview, and scarcely spoke a whole 
sentence afterward. At intervals prayers were read to him. 

" Mr. Stevenson, surgeon of the ' David Scott,' was in the house 
during the last four days; and, on Saturday, after Dr. Russell had 
stated the opinion which l have before mentioned, Sir Henry made him 
sit on the bed, and keep his hand on the temporal artery, and say from 
time to time how much longer it was likely to beat. About halfpast 
seven, he said, 'Come, doctor, it is small enough now ! I think a 
few minutes-and it will all be finished !' He soon sank into an ap­
parent sleep, and never moved his posilion. At nine o'clock he breath­
ed his last; and seemed rather to have ceased to live than to have had 
death come upon him. There was not the least struggle, or even a 
sigh ; and his countenance was as serene and placid as I ever beheld 
it." 

The remains were interred at the cathedral, on the 5th, with every 
possible mark of respect. The forty-fourth regiment led the proces­
sion, composed of the c:lergy resident at the presidency, the members 
of the supreme council, military officers, and others. A funeral sermon 
was preached at the cathedral, by Mr. Crawfurd, on the following 
Sunday. 

Thus speedily was removed from a high and useful statiou, one 
whose advancement to the chief justiceship had, as we have said, been 
'hailed with gratitude by all who were interested in the spiritual welfare 
of India. Unsearchable, indeed, are the ways of Jehovah. He de­
stroyeth the hope of man. Still, we are assured, that he doeth all things 
well; and in the mystel'ious dealings of his all-gracious and unerring 
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providence, the sudden demise of this faithful servant may have had n 
more beneficial effect, and aided, in a manner unknown to us, the 
Christian came more than the labours of a protracted life. 

Naturally of a sweet and amiable tempe1·, endowed with first-rate 
mental powl'rs, and having cultivated them to the utmost, the charnctcr 
of Sir Henry, under any circumstances, mig·ht have excited our admira­
tion ; but how much is that admiration increased, when we behold the 
heart brought under the sanctifying influence of the Gospel, and the 
powers and energies of the soul directed to the furtherance of the glory 
of God, and the momentous interests of man I 

The dying ch:imber is a sacred place. It is far from kind or Chris­
tian, under all circumstances, to reveal its secrets; and there is too 
often no little exaggeration as to the triumph of faith which the parting 
soul is pril'ileged to testify. In the case before us the picture, we have 
the surest ground to believe, is not too highly coloured. The scene 
brought before us is that of the last €arthly moments of one who, in 
death :is in life, bore the most unqualified testimony to the power and· 
grace of the Gospel. It is for us to recollect, that the hour is now 
upon the wing which shall number us with the dead; and it is for us to­
seek, through the blood of Jesus, that peace which was here so beauti­
fully exempli6ed, and an admission to those realms ofunfading glory, of 
which we cannot doubt that the subject of this memoir shall, through. 
eternity, be au inhabitant. 

V.-Illustration of the.following passage of Sc1·ipture-" Thanb 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift," by a quotation from 
the writings of the Hindus. 

It has been supposed by many that Heathen~ have never 
formed an idea of such benevolence as that of one man giving 
his life for the sal.ation of others ; but uumernus proofs may 
be adduced from their writings to shew that some have formed 
an idea of such benevolence and have esteemed it the highest 
of which human uature is capable. The stories of Orestes and 
Pylades, of Damon aud Pytbias, and of M. Curtius are well 
known, and illustrate that passage, "Scarcely for a right­
eous man will one die, yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die." This is the utmost bound of human 
love, and to this extent a few have reached ; " but God com­
mendeth his love to us in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us." The Heathen have supposed it possible for a 
man to be so far disinterested as to give his life fo1· another 
who honoured him and loved him; but that he should give his 
life for a known enemy is what the hea1·t of man never con­
ceived ; this is love divine, the love of Him who, " when we 
were without strength, died for the ungodly." '£hough we 
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cannot meet with any love like that of the Saviour who died 
for sinners, yet it is pleasing to read of instances of benevolence 
like those to which allusion has been made, and the more so 
as we are convinced that the people who admire these stories 
are prepared, in some degree by such admiration, to receive 
the more wonderful account of a Saviour's love which in bene­
volence far exceeds them all. 

The story I am now about to relate is from an old Sanscrit 
book and will bear a comparison with the above stories so uni­
versally extolled, and will shew that the gift which excels a11 
others, and which is unspeakable, is the gift of life for life. 

"The brahman Vedagarbha on a certain occasion commend­
ed the king of Banaras for his liberality and exhorted him to 
continue in the practice of benevolence. The king inquired, 0 
brahman, among gifts which is the greatest, and the best ? The 
brahman replied, listen, 0 king, and I will tell_ you the real 
truth: among all the gifts presented to the Deity there is none 
equal to the gift of food to the needy, according to these lines: 

'Could you bestow a hundred thousand horse; 
Ten hundred thousand goats and elephants; 
And vessels pure of silver and of gold; 
And grants of land extending to the sea ; 
And wives by millions of the purest caste; 
They would not equal the kind gift of food.' 

Yet great as is the gift of food, it is not equal to the giving of 
confidence and security to those who are afraid and distressed 
in mind ; and great as is this gift of security to those who are 
afraid, it is not equal to the giving of one's life for the preser­
vation of others. This is the gift which excels all others, and 
is the unspeakable gift. To convince you that I am speaking 
the truth, allow me (continues the brahman) to relate to you 
the following sto1·y from the Skanda Puran. 

"Formel'ly in a wood near the Vindhya range of mountains, 
there resided a forester named Pingaksha. He was the owner 
of a village inhabited by wayfaring men ; he afforded timely 
aid to those who needed it, and removed all anxiety from the 
minds of travellers. He killed 01· drove to a distance, tigers 
and all othe1· noxious animals likely to injure them. Though 
he gained his livelihood by the chase, he was notwithstanding 
of a compassionate heart, and never killed any animal or bird 
that was tame, or asleep, or enjoying itself, or hungry, or thirsty 
or young, or parturient. In all these things he differed from 
men of his own class. He, moreover, constantly refreshed the 
weary and worn out travellers, removed hunger from the hun­
gry, gave shoes to those who were barefoot, and very soft 
skins of deer to those who were naked. He also went to those 
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who were travelling in lonely) bad and dangerous roads and 
afforded to them assistance, and said) ~ 0 travellet·, to the extt-e­
mity of the Vindhya forests let my name be repeated by yon, 
and it will inspire fear ih the minds of the wicked that would 
annoy you.' Thus he infused confidence into the minds of 
fearful travellers, and regarded all pilgrims as his own chil­
dren ; while they in re.turn for his kindness pronounced their 
blessing upon him. T1ms as long as Pingaksha 1·emained no 
one dared from rear of him to molest travellers, eithe1· in the 
wilderness or the village. In this state things continued a long 
time, when one day considerable numbers of pilgl'hus entered 
the wood and sent to him for assistance by night. 

Now Pingaksha had a paternal uncle whose name was Ta-­
raksha, who resided in a neighbouring village. He, having 
heard that a number of pilgrims had arrived loaded with riches, 
t1nd being '\"ery covetous and desirous of possessing their 
wealth, resolved on plundering them. Taking with him, there­
fore, all bis servants, he advanced towards the spot where they 
remained and secretly waylaid them. It so happened that 
Pingaksha having been unavoidably detained on his way home, 
was passing that night very near the wood in which the pil­
grims had arrived, who were now threatened with destl'Uction. 
By this event was fulfilled the saying:-

' The wicked may contrive the life to take, 
But in their hateful plots shall not succeed: 
The world itself, and all that is therein, 
Is by the world's great Lord pregerved secm•e; 
Let no one therefore think he shall succeed, 
,vhen he attempts to do another wrong; 
Should he so think, his thoughts will all be vain, 
And from a source which he did not expect 
Deliverance to the needy will arrive.' 

In the middle of the night there arose a dreadful disturbance, 
and the sound of these words was distinctly heard. ' Kill 
them, knock them down, strip them quickly, my men ?' Then 
followed the intercession of the pilgrims. ' 0 sirs, we are 
pilgrims, do not kill us, cJo not alarm us, you may plunder us 
with the greatest ease. Here take whatsoever we possess, but 
spare our li,,es; we are tl'avellers, having no ea1·thly pl'Otector 
near, relying entirely upon Him who is the p1·otector of all. 
Pingaksha is our friend, and confiding in him we have ever 
tra,,ersed this lonely way without fea1·, but now he is absent 
from the forest.' 

"Pingakshathe beloved friend of pilgrims, hea1·d these words 
which they uttered, and though at some distance shouted 
with all his might: 'Don't be afraid, dont be afraid.' Repeating 
these words he ran quickly to their r~lief, and anived juiit in 
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time to save theit· lives. On his arrival he cried aloud, ' Who 
is this? who is the wretch that dares, while Pingaksha is alive, 
to phmde1· those pilgrims whom he loves as his own life 1' Hi!! 
paternal uncle Taraksha heard these words, but blinded by his 
love of money was umnovetl and resolved on the black act of 
murdering Pingaksha. He thought thus within himself : ' This 
man is the enemy of his race; abandoning the profession of his 
family he has become very virtuous : now an opportunity has 
arrived in which the designs I have long entertained respecting 
him may be ~ccomplished, to-clay I will most certainly kill 
him.' Having determined this in his mind the wicked Tarak:­
sha full of rage gave 01'de1·s to his servants, saying, ' Kill this 
man fit-st, and then all the pilgl'ims.' Immediately Pingaksha, 
standing on the defensive, began the contest with them, and 
signified by signs to the pilgrims that they should with all 
speed make their escape while he carried on the warfare. 
In this strife the wicked opposers were many and Pin­
gaksha was all alone, yet he managed to carry on the contest 
till the pilgrims arrived at the neighbouring village. After­
wards his wicked persecutors united all their force and by 
their arl'ows broke all his and his bowstring too. Pingaksha 
then said to himself, ' Well, the pilgrims are safe and se­
cure; they have befol'e this arl'ived at the village: now what­
ever may be the will of God concerning me, let even that be 
done.' Saying this he desisted from all further contention and 
resigned his life for the welfa1·e of others. As is the behaviour 
of men to the last, such will be theh· condition after they have 
departed. Pingaksha, therefore, after his death departed to the 
South West, and became the regent of the South West quar­
ter.''' 

Such is the story of Pingaksha, and there is pe1·haps no one 
in all theil' mythology more touching to the feelings of the 
Hindus. Now if Hindus are capable of appreciating the 
worth of this man who gave his life a sacrifice for others who 
honou1·ed him and trnsted in him fo1· protection, will they not, 
when they are brought to reflect upon it, be able to appreci:.. 
ate the benevolence of that Saviour, who gave his life a sacrifice 
for his enemies ? If they can melt under the relation of a 
tale like the above, what encouragement has the missionary to 
1·elate to them the far more affecting tale of him who died that 
they might live ? If they have alrnady learned to admire the 
conduct of this g·enerous indi~·idual, what encouragement is 
there to hope that they will soon leal'll to admire in a far higher 
degree, the love of the Saviom in coming to seek and to save the 
lost, and to give his life a rnn~om for n1any. Since they ah-ea.uy 
a.g1·ee that the gift of life for the good Qf others is th~ greates.t 
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of all gifts, when the love of Christ constrnins them, what 
force will they see in the apostle's language : 'Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift.' Krislmu, the fast Hindu con­
vert, may be regarded as a specimen of what some now are, 
and thousands of others will he1·eafte1· be. ,vhen his heart ,vas 
filled with lo-re to God for his unspeakable gift, he l>m·st fo1·th 
into language like this:-

" 0 thou my soul, forget no more, 
The man who all thy misery bore; 
Let e,·ery idol he forgot, 
But, 0 my soul, forget him not. 

" Renounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief; 
Nor Him forget who left his throne, 
And for thy life gave up his own."' 

VI.-17ie Friend of India and the Christian School Book 
Society. 

To the remarks in the Friend of India (August 8th) in 
regard to the C. C. S. B. Society, our reply is sh0t·t, and 
we trust not too keen ev-en for Serampore. 

Proffered courtesies we cannot but reciprocate. 
The matter of'' personal esteem" we must of course leave 

editorially unclaimed. 
The charges of "sensitiveness," " violence,'' "tonent of 

abusi-re insinuation," and "fiery denunciation" we leave to 
their fate with the hebdomadal mass of the great unproven. 

,vhy does not our "Friend's" quotation of scripture extend 
to the matter, as well as the manner of the controversy. 
Does the Bible speak more clearly on the latter than on the 
former ?-or, are we nearer the truth in the former than in 
the latter? 

"re still express our astonishment, not at the novelty or 
antiquity, but at the fact of the Friend of India's ha1·dy 
statement. The opinion of the Observer as to India, is the 
opinion of the Dissenters of England, as to England, at this 
very moment :-they are claiming National Education on the 
basis of the Bible. This the Friend 'If India knows :-would 
his readers think he did ? 

"The sturdy dissenterism" of former days has not been 
doubted, c.nd could not have been unknown. What we doubted 
was this~-whethe1· the Fathers of Sernmpore would have 
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assailed the infant Christian S. B. Society in the manner 
and 011 the grounds on which the Friend of India has done ? 

Has intellectual education the effect of destroying Hindu 
supe1·stition ? If so, does Government give such education, 
]mowing that fact? Is this neutrality ? the fulfilment of 
"solemn, voluntary, and oft-repeated engagements?'' Does 
the "Friend of India" defend such a system? If so, what 
is the difference in this matter between us, but this : he uses 
one method, a literary 011e; we would another, a Christian 
one, to attain a given end.-Is not this a difference of degree, 
not principle, on the "Friend's" own theory? though there is 
a difference of principle besides. 

As to " Government pledges," who writes in page 499, first 
column, line 17, of August 8, 1839, as follows? "What 
sad havoc has the examination of official records made with 
the pledges, which were some time since set up as sca1·ecrows 
to frighten Government from the propriety of leaving Hindu 
temples to the management of the Hindus themselves !'' 
Turn over the page and see ! 

If the "Hindu College system" leaves its young men 
"without moral sense or principle," what will the Govern­
ment system do ? Is there any difference in principle or in 
practice between them ?-The Hindu College is '' a school 
of scepticism ;" but if so, then every school of the same kind, 
deserves the same name :-and why not call it, " God-less 
and Christ-less,'' as well as a "school of scepticism?" 

We have now followed ou1· respected and chivalrous Friend 
round the lists; although we have been able to fetch nothing 
but a back-thrnst. The knights of Serampore were wont to 
present the front, were they not ?-We trust, after this, we 
shall hear no more of" rash intemperance" a11d "low anta­
gonism;" of " abusive insinuation" and " fiery denuncia­
tion'!"-En. 

VII.-Lord William Bentinck. 

We have much pleasure in extracting the following able and well 
written article from the Friend of India. 

" Since Lord William Bentinck retired from the government of In­
dia, he has occupied little more than a private station. He has had no 
share in the administration of public affairs, and seldom raised his 
voice in the debates of Parliament. In Divisions, and on Committees, 
he gave the influence of a liberal and experienced member of the 
House of Commons, to the promotion of our national interest3 ; but 
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out of office, and without the faculty of mingfa1g with readiness and 
force in parliamentary discussions, he was doing nothing which could 
not as effectually be done by any one of a thousand private gentlemen 
of sound principles, and but ,·ery inferior endowments. Had it not 
heen for his 11:ealous promotion of direct steam communication betwee11 
England and Iudia, there would have been little reason, therefore, to 
lament His Lordship's death as a public calamity : and hence the re• 
grets it excites are of a more personal and tender character. We 
mourn the man, and not the officer of state. We sympathize with the 
grief of relative bereavement, and not with the anxieties of political 
Ticissitude. On such an occasion, who can lose sight of the now wi• 
dowed desolation of that grnerous heart, which, fo1· so many years, 
drew enjoyment here from sympathy with affliction, the relief of want, 
and the promotion of whatever was kind and good? We feel assured, 
that a spirit of respectful yet affectionate condolence with Lady Wil­
liam Bentinck will pervade all ranks in India : and as many as under­
stand the sanctity of affliction, and have faith in the God of all consola­
tion, will not fail to intreat the throne of grace on her behalf. 

"Now that the grave has closed upon Lord Bentinck, we may expect 
prejudice to die away. Disclosures will _continue to be made, which 
'11'ill relieve his memory of the odium of measures, of which he 
was neither the author, nor the willing executor. Passion will cease 
to indulge in distorted representation~ of his conduct. His wise and 
beneficent measures will by degrees, stand out in due prominence ; and 
in their lustre, his failings will be lost sight of. The period of his go­
vernment will inevitably form an era, and a memorable one, in the 
history of India. It will be remembered for its Acts, but still more 
for its spirit; and men will feel that whilst honour is always due tc;i 
well-timed and well-executed measures of public policy, they a1·e espe­
cially worthy of gratitude and praise, when, in addition to the specific 
good secured by them, they give birth and vigour to public principle 
-when they not only provide for a present necessity, but lead to pro­
gressive and abiding iruprovement in national character and condition. 
It may easily happen, that a measure founded on the principles of true 
philosophy, and dictated solely by benevolence and justice, should fail 
in execution at the time : but it will not fail in its ulterior, and higher 
results. Even in its failure, it will excite expectations in the people, 
and direct the aim of their rulers, until, on a more happy occasion, 
both shall issue in the successful attainment uf their common object. 
It is hence the infinite superiority is seen of principle, over expediency 
and make-shift contrivance, in the conduct of national affairs, and 
hence it is that the excellence of Lord Bentinck's administration will 
be more and more manifest; for future years will develope its benefits. 

" As soon as Lord Bentinck landed in Bengal, he startled aud awoke 
the whole community, by a sort of general summons t9 men of all 
classes, to think, and speak their thoughts, upon every thing .that 
concerned either the people or the gove1·nment. The effect waa 
electrical. .Some it frightened : but the great body of the people it made 
cou11cious of a new ~d happier exi~te,oce. His Lordship'a invitation 
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had every appearance of honesty and earnestnes~ at the first ; and the 
first appearance was never belied even to the close of his rule. That 
truth might be heard from the public voice, he virtually gave freedom 
to the press: nnd to individuals he afforded the utmost facility of ac­
cess to himself, not only by giving audience to every one who sought 
it, but by discarding all the form nod ceremony that made an approach 
to Government House irksome or humiliating. Nor did he trust for 
information merely to those whose interest it was to bring it. He was 
as active in seeking for it, as free in receiving it. He was also prompt 
in the use of it. And his promptitude created the conviction, that 
the access he gave to himself was a substantial privilege. 

" From the opening of his commission to the close of his career, it 
seemed to be the uniform aim of His Lordship, to inspire the people of 
India with the sense, that their country was still their own, and their 
rulers were likewise their stewards, who recognized their obligations to 
administer affairs for the general good, and not merely for the corpo­
rate or individual interests of Englishman : and his aim was attained. 
No other Governor General was ever addressed, on retiring from power, 
in such terms as were used by the Natives of thi~ country to Lord Ben­
tinck : ' Under your Lordship's paternal administration,' said they, 
'a new era has dawned upon us, tending to establish a community of 
feeling and identity of interest between-races separated I,y 1,lmost every 
conceivable circumstance of alienation, and united only und .. r the same 
political Government and in allegiance to the same crown. Your Lord­
ship has first taught us to forget the distinction between conquerors and 
conquered, and to become in heart and mind, in hopes and aspirations, 
one with Englishmen. We ardently desire to cherish these feelings. 
V\Te trust they will descend to our children, and to our children's chil­
dren.' 

" Undying honour will attend the memory of the ruler, whose state­
craft produced a result like this. It alone would have been enough to 
establish his character as a statesman of the highest rank, hud there 
been no particular acts of wisdom and beneficence in his government 
to vindicate his claims to such a title. It is not the faculty of ordinary 
men to conciliate all minds, to win all hearts, and to harmonize all in­
terests. As resp.ected the people over whom he ruled, Lord Bentinck 
did this effectually-and that not in a course of facile compliaoce with 
the popular inclination, but in one occasionally of the firmest opposi­
tion to it, and frequently of perfect independence of any popular sugges­
tion. 

" But in His Lordship's administration, there was no lack of great 
measures. The abolilion of Suttees was enough to immortalize any 
single administration : and those who have attempted to detract the ho­
nour of it from His Lordship's reputation, have only exposed their own 
malignity. Even they, however, are unable to question the admirable 
policy, by which His Lordship was enabled to carry his most unpopu­
]ar measure without shaking the public tranquillity, or alienating from 
himself nnd his government the affections of the people. He could 
dii!penile with t'orcc and authority. He appealed to the deep feelings 
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of nature, and, e,·en in the hearts of his opponents, created a war of 
sentiment which made them weak in their opposition to him. He al­
lowed the unrestrained expression of theil' discontent, until it exhaust• 
ed itself. And he sent them on an Appeal to higher and distant au­
thority, which turned off the force of tl1eil' irritation from the local go­
,·ernment, and let it pass away to fa!' off regions, where it ended inno­
cuously to all parties. 

" It is a very vulga1· idea to estimate the importance of sucl1 a mea­
sure as the abolition of Suttees by the number of victims spal'ed, and the 
anguish and misery from which they are rescued. As well might we 
consider the whole evil of English prize-fig·hting to be in the punish­
ment of the ring. All such things are springs of national demoraliza­
tion: and if they be not stoj>ped up, no means whatever will be suc­
cessful in regenerating a people. From the abolition of Suttees will be 
traced, in after times, the growth of relative endearment, of generous 
sensibility, of abhorrence of cruelty, and of repugnance to such super­
stition as outrages natural affection with all the blessings which flow 
from such sentiments : and as thus the nations of India rise in humani­
ty and worth, the name of Lord William Bentinck will be enshrined in 
their hearts with devout and fervent gratitude. 

" It was in pursuing the same line of generous benefaction, that His 
Lordship abolished the barbarities and ignominies of corporal punish­
ment, both in the Army and the Magistrates' Courts. Those who 
think of nothing in the punishment of crime, but the prevention of its 
overt acts ; and who would be satisfied, if, by a strong hand, the peo­
ple could be kept under a forced restraint from outward violence and 
dishonesty, whatever might be their moral condition and principles, 
instead of applauding this measure of His Lordship, continue to ho­
nour it with their abuse. But it is otherwise esteemed by such as look 
for public morality from private intelligence and virtue. 

" By such measures as these, Lord Bentinck set himself to clear away 
the obstructions to the national improvement of the countl'y : and by 
others he sought directly to advance it. He did much to throw life into 
the Government scheme of public education, and, at the close, crowned 
his efforts of this kind by instituting the Medical College ; which, 
like other creations of his, was produced with the na.tural tendency to 
improvement upon its original character. He would gladly have added 
Christian to secular instructions, in order to make good the reforma­
tion of lodia : but being bound to act in his official character, he was 
content, both from his own conception of just policy, aml from l'egard 
to good faith, to maintain the most scrupulous observance of stl'ict 
neutrality on the subject of religion in his own educational measures ; 
whilst he rejoiced in the freedom of Missionaries and private persons to 
act otherwise, commended their proceedings, and urged them to an un­
limited extension of their efforts. 

" As another and very powerful means of raising the character and 
condition of the people, His Lordship opened to them the avenues of 
public employment and honour-a measure so noble, so wise, so bound­
le&S in the train of its healing and benignant influences, that it is impos-
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sihle to form an adequate conception of its excellence. His endeavour 
to intrnduce the principles of self-government by reviving the Jury 
or Pnnchayet system thrnughout the country, failed, from the want 
of suitable means to bring it into effect. It remains, however, on re­
cord, for the benefit of the next Governor General on whom his Lorcl.­
ship's mantle may fall, and the generation that may be blessed by his 
rnle. 

" There are two other measures of Lord Bentinck which shPw how his 
thoughts for the good of India tended : we mean the Commission for 
the Suppression of Thuggee, and the appointment of the Prison Dis­
cipline Committee. Much good has been done by both : and had his 
Lordship been here, to follow up their proceedings with the same purpose 
and energy in which they originated, we are convinced that the former 
would have extended by this time into a general system for the sup­
pression of dacoity, and the establishment of peace and safety, thrnugh 
the whole country ; and the latter would not have ended in a mere 
Rcport-vo.v et pre/e1·ea nihil. 

" Bnt we must refrain from farther enumeration of Lord Bentinck's 
claims to the gratitude of India and her friends. He has passed be­
JOnd the reach of their praise; and the remembrance that he has, gives 
renewed and vastly heightened interest to the touching words he ad­
dressed with so much feeling-with almost stifled utterance-to the 
Missionaries of Bengal : ' I must at the same time recollect, that it is 
part of that charity which you so earnestly teach and practise, to think 
no evil, and to regard with indulgence conduct that seems to emanate 
from good intentions. But even your praise must not mislead me from 
a deep consciousness and confession of my own unworthiness, or make 
me forget that only in humble dependence upon the Giver of all mer­
cies, I can hope by earnest prayer to obtain forgiveness for the unpro­
fitable use I have made of the talents committed to mv care.' These 
words fall solemnly and sweetly on the heart, now that ·be has not only 
resigned his charge of earthly power, but life itself, into the hands of 
Him who gave it.'' 

Jlftiddinmn·u an'tt lttligiattd 3Entelligentt. 

1.-MISSIONARY AND EccLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS, 

The Bishop of Calcutta proceeds on a tour to the Northern Provinces at 
the close of the rains. The Archdeacon will supply his Lordship's place in 
his absence.-The Bishop of Madras is about to proceed 011 a visitation tour 
to Ceylon.-\Ve reg1·et to state that Mrs. Schneider, the wife of the Rev. 
Mr. Schneider of the Church Mission, who but very 1·ecently Rl'l'ive,l in ln­
dia,died of cholera at Benares.-,v e a1·e happy to announce the safe arri­
vnl of the Rev. T. Smith aml lady, of the Scottish Mission, in the Ago~t i11C1 : 

-Also the return of Knanda M.ijuinda1·, the Hindu youth who proceeded 
VIII. 3 y 
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t·o England with Mr. G!'oves: he has l'etnrned as nn Assistant Mission .. 
al'y to his countryme!l.-D1·. D\df has been commen_ded to God in prayer 
by the Assembly pt·ev1011sly to his depa1·t11l'e fol' lndrn,,so that his nrrival 
among~t us may now he deemed (D. V.) certain.-'! he Assemhly have 
determined on establishing a Mission for the Jews at Aden.-The Rev. 
\V. Blumlrnrdt. formerly of the Abyssinian Mission, lrns arrived in Cal. 
c11th : our brother Is connected with the Church Missional'y Society.­
The Re,·. Mr. Bennett and familv, of the American Mission at Maul. 
main, have proceeded to the Uniied States for the recm•ery of health on 
the Champlain.-Rev. W. H. Pearce and party have sailed, and may be 
expected in October.-The Rev. Dr. Hreberlin hns received his final' 
instructions from the Committee of the London Bible Society, and has 
doubtless ere this set out on his way to India. \Ve are truly 1·ejoiced to 
witness such actual and pl'ospective accessions of strength to 0111· Mis­
sional'y circle. 

2.-THE BISHOP'S SYNOD. 

The subject discussed at the last Synod was-" Whnt da11gm·s in the 
p1·e.se11t day most 1·eseruble those against which St. l'aul wa1'11s Timothy and 
Titus j?" And at 

TaE M1ssIONARY CoNFF.RENCE, 

" Have we 1-eason f(), believe that the emissaries of the papal system are now 
making evtraordinar!J efforts fo1· the sp,·eqd of that system which tlie Loi·d 
has designated the myste1-y cif iniquit.11 ; and if so, what is t!te duty, undei· such 
circumstances, ef the descendants of the Refo,·mei·s ?'' 

THE MONTHLY M1ssIONARY PRAY..:R MEETING. 

The United Monthly Prayer Meeting was held at the Lal Baza1· Cha­
pel last month: the address, delivered by the Rev. J. Macdonald, was on 
the necessity of obedience and submission to the laws of Ch1·isi's king­
sorn, espPcially as to separationf,·om sin. 

The Church Missionary Prayer Meeting was held as usual in the Old 
Church Rooms: the address, by the Re,·. Ml'. Blumha1:dt, was l'espect­
ing the Abyssinian Mission which he has just been obliged to leave.­
The Rev. T. Sandys afterwards gave an account of the Church Mission 
at Mirzli.pur. 

3.-FIFTEENTH REPORT OF THE LADIES' Soc1erv FOR NATIVE FEMALE 

EDl'CATION. 

ll"e ha1•e had the Fifteenth Report of the Ladies' Society forward­
ed us ; it indicates the same untiring spil'it of pel'severance in this in. 
teresting department of Missionary labour. The 1·eport enumel'ates a 
few instances of usefulness and of gratitude on the part of fo1·mer pupils 
which must be gratifying to the truly praiseworthy labourets in this good 
work : we shall notice this and other reports of the Society mol'e at length 
in an early number in treating on the subject of Female .Education in 
hidia. 

4.-BAPTISH OF A BRA'HMAN YovTH, 

We were mneh delighted and chee1·ed during the last month, in be­
i11g permitted, in the providence of God, to witueijs the baptism of a 
young Kulin brahman. The ceremony was perfol'med in the library of 
the General Assembly's Institution, Cornwallis Square, in the pl'esence 
of a considerable number of Native youth, the pupils of the institu­
tion, and several of the friends of Christian education, The 1·ite was 
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mlministe1·ed hy the Rev. J. Macclonald. Previously to its ·administra­
tion, 110 explained, to the youthful disciple the leading truths of the 
Christian religion, and interrogated him as to his belief in the fttnclamen­
tal doctrines of the cross, to which he renclererl clear, humble anrl satis­
fuctory replies. The Native youth were a<ltlressed with great firlelity and 
simplicity, on the momentous concerns of religion; anrl also the Christ­
tian spectators on the necessity of heart religion. The Rev. Dr. Charles 
implored the divine blessing. The scene was well cflkulated to excite 
the most devout yet chee1·ful feelings. When we looked upon the youth­
ful disciple, being buried with Christ in baptism, leaving father, mo­
ther, friends ar11I all, for Christ's sake, ancl doing it with a tirm ancl 
believing heart and manner, we could not but rejoice in the power of 
Divine grace and the influence of vital godliness in imparting rlecision to 
the soul: this excited our thankfulness to God. When, however, we look­
ed on the assembled youth, convinced evidently of the truth, but hesitat­
ing and discussing, while they should be praying and seeking diligently 
for salvation, we could not but lift up our hearts to God that the time 
to favor them might soon come; when the Spirit should carry conviction 
to the heart with g1:eater powe1·, than the reasonableness of the evidences 
had carried conviction to their understanding. This is the third youtlt 
baptized in connection with the institution within a short time. May the 
Lord so prosper his sen•ants that they may soon hav-e the happiness to 
see a native church fonned for the gl0t·y of Chist by their instrumental­
ity in the midst of the heathen. 

5.-TuE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SocIETY, 
with its accustomed liberality, has placed at the disposal of the Calcut­
ta Auxiliary, through D1·. Hreberlin, the sum of £1000 and 1000 reams 
of paper, for the purpose of efficiently carrying out the blessed inten­
tions of the Society towa1·d the· natives of In~ia. 

6,-MISCELLANEA OF TUE MONTH. 
We regret to hear that great efforts are now being made in England 

fo1· the purpose of recuscitating· the infamous Cooly Trade. The adrn­
cates of thia Rew slave trade have set themselves up as the advocates of 
the rights of freemen, and would rep1·esent the friend of the cooly here 
and at home as the enemies of freedom of thought and movement. \Vhat 
new feature will iniquity next assume l-the slave-dealer. in the ,vest 
Indies and at Mauritius the aclvocates of freedom to the colored race ! 
-The Pilg1·im Tux lws again been collected at Jagannlith. There 
is, it is to he feared, some puospect of an effo1·t being made to con­
tinue the connexion of the Gol'erument with this shdne at least: truly, 
wickedness st1•uggles hard in death. \Ve call upon the friends of hunrn­
nity ancl religion to rouse themselves to sever this odious union at once 
nnd for ever. With the lesson afforded them by the transactions of the 
opium trade, we do hope that the Government will see the ex.])61liency, as. 
well 11s justice, of bringing this protrnctedly disgraceful business to a 
speedy close. The last and most instructive act in the opium trade has 
been enacted by the Commissioner Lin at Canton. He has caused the 
whole of the 20,000 chests of opium to be destroyed. and turned into the 
1·iver; all ti·ade is at present stopped, smuggling ~n opium has co_m­
menced, and every thing threatens at present iL chsgraceful war with• 
China ;-at least, a war disgraceful and unjust in its origin. 

The Native chapel of the London i\Jissiunary Society a~ Tantaniah,. 
has been re-opened fo1· divine worship, after undergoing considernble· 
repairs. 

3 Y 2' 



680 Missiona1·y and Religious Intelligence. [SEPT, 

7.-:\f1SSJONS lN CR!NA ANI> THE STRAIT&, 

It nffords us ~onsider:ible pleasure, notwithstancling the unhnppy posi­
tion of nff11i1-s in China, to 11e1"ceive that the servants of tho Lord nre 
still perse,·erin!I," in tht>ir good work. Prnviously to the rupture the 
friends of Christ h11d formed a Sailors' Home, Hospital, and llethel: 
these fol' the present have been suspended, but theOphtlrnlmic Institution 
Nath,e Hospital, Monison Education Committee, Schools, Preachings and 
t1"ansl11tions yet remain. We are gl11d to see that the schools at Malac­
ca and Singapore are progl'essing hoth in numbers and usefulness. Those 
at Penang are WOl'thy of special commendation. Sit· J. W. Nol'ris 
affords his influence to the efforts of the missions in the islands. ,ve 
should feel obliged if any of 0111· kind friends at Malacca, Singnpol'e, or 
Penang, would favor us with an account of the present state of mis­
sions in those islands. ,re are truly sony to hear that ilLhealth neces­
sitates the Rev. E. Da,·ies, of the London l\iissionary Society, to leave 
Penang and return to England. 

8.-THE CAUSE OF RELIGION AT MAURITIUS 

is, we are happy to hear, in a somewha,t improving condition; although 
:imongst the lower orders of inhabitants it is still at a tolerably low ebb. 
"\Ve understand -that many of these poor people in the interior live and 
often die without either the rites of baptism 01· maniage being pel'formed 
for them; without religious or even other instruction: and it may be said 
of them, " Like lirutes they live, like brutes they die." The British 
Government l1a'"e lately sent out a number of teachel's, who are suppo1·ted 
out of the fund of the Mico Charity. 

9.-THE WORKING OF THE EMANCIPATIOSI ACT AT THE CAPE AND IN THE 
,VEST }NDIES 

is, we are com·inced both fro::n private and public information, very 
satisfactory, save to interested slave-dealers, whose object it is to represent 
the smallest measure of dissatisfaction into a well-laicl conspimcy for 
overturning the state of society. The little follies of the poor negroes 
are magnified into glaring faults, their cheerfulness is impudence, their 
natural affection cant, their religion hypocrisy, their desire to obtain 
a fair remuneration for labour, dissatisfaction, and their peaceable and 
submissive conduct under insult, "'eakness and pusillanimity. 

On this suhject we have g1,eat pleasure in extracting from a letter writ­
ten hy one who has the best opportunity of knowing the real state of 
feeling and character among the negroes of Jamaica. Jn a letter to a 
friend, dated Spanish Town, Nov. 23, 1838, the Rev, Mr. Phillippo, Bap­
tist Missional'y, says: 

"\Vith other reports to the injury of the negroes you will cloubt­
less hear of their indisposition to Jabour, and of their ungrateful 
conduct. Do not beliHe a srllahle of this. No people on the face of the 
earth are more inclined to 11'.ol'k fol' moderate wages duly paid; and as to 
their conduct, it has heen beyond all praise. The truth is, the quondam 
slave-m~sters remain unchanged by the changing times, and have there­
fore >timed to perpetuate the old sv~tem under the name of freedom. 
They have en<leavoul'ed to make freedom indeed more p1·ofitable to them 
than slavery. This they have attempted by charging exorbita11t 1·ent fo1· 
houses and grQ1rnds and giving inadequate wages. By their scheme, had 
it succeeded, more would have been realized by the rent of houses and 
ground11 than had ever been obtained by produce. 
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" The poor people m·e almost inconceivahly henelitted hy the change 
wherever under the influence of humane and upright employers. Thei1· 
expressions of gratitude to us, the liapt\st Missionaries, are oftentimes al­
most overpowering, knowing comparatively little of wliat l,as been done 
for them hy the philanthropists of England, they regard 11s as hein.,. the 
princi~al authors of th~ir deliv~rance, ''.'"l thus where~er we are se;n by 
them, m the streets or m the lughway, m the town 01· in the countr\' we 
are loaded with benedictions. Nor is it the case that to rnirn only' they 
are grateful: speak to a Negro any where upon the subject an,l his eyes 
filled with tears, are directed immediately to heaven. The increased 
linppiness of the people as a consequence is uni ver.➔ ally v isil,le. Eve 1·y 
face now wllars a smile, and thei1· daily toils are relieved l,y cheerful con­
versation on the blessinirs of their altered circumstances and condition. 
This happiness is especially seen where they have established themselves 
in little freeholds of their own as at Sligoville. 

"Here I have divided 20 acres of lanil into small allotments, and have 
sold them to the late apprentices in the district and others from consi­
derable distances; as a consequence a beautiful little village is rapidly 
i·ising up a1·ouml the Missionary establishment there. in the p1·incipal 
street of the village, which extends nea.-ly a mile in length, many of the 
houses a1·e finished, and I can i_\ssure you, all being occupied by pious 
families, that the picture of happme~s here presented is gratifying iu the 
extreme. Whenever I a11<l my wife and chil1lren take a 1rnlk into it 
we are immediately introduced into the cottages to witness recent im­
provements, and are received with a thousand emotions ofwelco111!'. Each 
cottage on being finished I, according to promise, ornament with some 
b1·oad sheets of the Tract Society." 

10.-THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 

in her Assemblv, baa determined that the State cannot interfere in her 
spiritual jurisd.iction. The Church alone can judge a111l 1lecide on spiri­
tual matters. This is wo1·thy of the descendants of Knox. 

11,-SAILOR's HoME AT THE CAPE. 

,-ve are happy to inform our readers that a Sailor's Home has been 
formed at the Cape. 

12.-STATE OF RELIGIOUS FEELING JN ENGLAND, 

,,, e are sure that the following extract from a letter, addressed by the 
Rev. H'. H. Pearce to his bretlll'en in Calcutta on lhe state of religious 
feeling in England, will be very acceptable; it is we think extremely 
opportune at the present moment, for though written with no such intent 
it is an admirnble answer to the ill-natured remarks of the Friend of 
India on the state of the Society System in England. 

" \l'ith rnspect to the general progress of religion in this country I 
think I am justified in reporting favourably. Amidst a Vl\St amount 
of mistake and misrepresentation, which sadly interrupts the co-opera­
tion of good men who entertain different views as to establishments; ancl 
notwithstanding the rapid progress amongst ministers of the church of 
Englancl of th11t semi-popery which Dr. Pusey aml his friends support 
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,.-ith FO n~uch talent ancl_ incln~!-rr; And notwi~hst11ncling the zeal and 
t,,l,.rit winch 11re ~ece~sar1ly exl11b1ted hy nrnny Ill order to spread nmong 
the lower and muldle classes the de111oralizin~ principles of socialism 
trne piety i~ yet, I trust, steadily advancing· in the country, Places of 
worship nre l"'.IJ1i,lly increasing· amon11: 1111 denominations, and in lnrge 
towns evangelical cler11:i·men are irenerally appointed to ,·acant situations 
even hy persons who entertain not their sentiments, from the conviction 
that they alone can secure a good congregation. 

" In London, numerous meetinl('s for praver and other special services 
for the re,·ival of relig-ion have been lately held ; and as the pleasing 
result many, we ha,·e reason to hope, have been brought to God. Se1·­
vices of this kind are now being canied on in different parts of the coun­
try, and will I trnst there also he followed by an abunclant blessing. 

" As it regards the missionary spirit I feel persuaded that it is gradually 
extend in,!:'; and deepeningthroug·h every part of ou1· land: lls far as I have 
heard, the income of e,·ery :Missionary Society, except the Church, has 
been increased. The Methodists have made a noble effort in aid of rnri­
ous objects adapted to increase the usefulness of their Society. The 
extra amount thus pleclged within three years has no,v reached to £ 190,000 
which will provide them with a Mission House in London, a Theolo­
gical Seminary, &c. &c. 

" \'rJ,ile the Societies which ha,,e long enjoyed the public patrnnage 
are thns increasing thefr efficiency, scarcely a month passes without the 
formation of a new institution to aid in the progress of religion eithe1· at 
home or abroad. The Canaclas, Australia and other British colonies are 
at length receiving that aid from all denominations in the evangelization 
of their present limited population, which is adapted to exert a mighty 
influence OYer the teeming myriads which will hereafter doubtless occupy 
these extensive countries. 

"The friends of the abolition of slavery are actively exerting them­
selves to render freedom in the n' est Indies a reality rather than a name, 
and to extinguish if possible the accursed slave trade which is now (it is 
fully asr.ertained and demonstrated by Mr. Buxton), cal'l'ied on to a gi·eatel' 
extent than has been known before. To secure the former object a new 
association has beeu formed to purchase large estates, and to dispose of 
them in small lots to the negroes, se~uring in the centre of each settle­
ment a piece of gl'Ound free of expence for the erection of a school-room 
and chapel to any Ernngelical Society which may wish to occupy it; an1l 
to accomplish, if possible, the latter, a New Society was last week fomied 
for the entire abolition of slavery throughout the world," 

13.-DEATH OF THE R1w. G. TuRNBULL, 

The following extract of a letter dated Sydney, April 9, If!39, will 
place before our readers the last and triumphant moments of another 
of the Lord's Missionary servants. This amiable young man had every 
prospect of succei;s before him, but the 011-wiije Governor of the chu1·ch 
has seen fit to remove him thus early from the scene of labour to that 
of reward. May our last end be like his. The account is from the pen 
of his berea,,ed widow. Mr. T. la bored in South India. 

" You may perhaps recollect the Rev, G. Turnbull from Homerton 
College, who left England for India, Sept. I, 1836. I had been then ~is 
happy wife a few weeks only; we were graciously preserved and permit­
ted to reach our destination in health and peace, and with nn enlarged 
prospect of usefulnesR did my dear husband commence his wo1·k for oul! 
blessed Master: he required no preparation as he was able to speak fou1· 
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of the enstern langunges with fluency. But when he had 1,een thu.s enp1g­
e~I only three months it pleasPII '.'"r Heave!"'ly Father suddenly to afflict 
1111n with fever for two days, which left a d1stressi1w cou~h • hE: wa~ for­
bidden to preach for sometime, and we tried a ch,~nge to the coast, but 
it was of no nvhil, and afte1· being unfit for any exertinu U[> to August 
last and being recommended a sea voyage by several me,lical gentlemen, 
which we wern assured would restore to perfect strenµ;tf,, we 8et sail for 
this colony on August 18, 1838, landed here Dec. IB, my love,! partner 
still an invalid. Here the medical meu saicl the lungs were deridedlr nf­
fected. He rallied much at first and we fondly hoped the Lord would 
yet restore, but he had otherwise 01·dained. On the 15th ultimo, he for 
the first time felt he could not go down stairs as usual, and returning 
to bed said 'I feel I shall never go down again, I am dying, hut it ia 
all welt.' During the day he seemed lingering on the banks of Jordan, 
longing to cross, exclaiming at inte1·vals, ' Dearest Saviour; His precious 
blood can alone cleanse from sin, I feel it has cleansed me the chief of 
sinners; Oh nothing will do for a dying sinner, hut Jesus: He alone.' 
Once he said' How mysterious has been my caree1·, so long silenced, but I 
shall soon know wlierefol'e it was thus; Oh yes, ancl knowing I shall adore 
and praise Him, for it has all been in love : what a glorious hand of mis­
sionary brethren will welcome me above!' His spirit longecl to be free, 
but his dismissal came not till the 18th; On thait morning a Chri,tian bro­
the1· came to see him and asked him if he felt happy; he replied' Yes, the 
Lord is taking me to Himself and by a pleasant path, I am in the dark 
valley, but I fear no evil, Jesus is with me, His rod and His sta:lf support 
and comfort me.' In the evening, another friend said,' My dear brother, 
you will soon be home now,' when the dying saint replied 'Oh yes, very, 
very soon, the Spirit is calling me to come away, 1 shall be asleep in 
Jesus before morning: how sweet that will be-dearest Saviour, 1 long to 
be with thee to see thee as thou art.' He dozed for some hours. About.,. 
half past l l o'clock, P. 111. I perceived his breathing become more difficult. 
and increase for a short time when he said faintly 'My heart and my 
flesh faileth,' then rousing all his remaining strength he exclaimed in a 
loud voice ' but Thou art the strength of my heart and my portion for­
ever,'-and in a few minutes without a strnggle, calmly and peacefully 
'fell asleep in Jesus,' only 29 years of age. How inscrutable are the ways 
of our God, • even so, Father, for so it seemed Goon iu thy sight.'-My 
spirit seems crushed beneath this heavy, heavy stroke, but I would not 
1·epine, but gather from it a fresh impetus to work diligently while it is 
yet called day." 

14,,-Cnuncn OF ScoTLAND
0

S MISSION ON BEHALF OF THE JEWS. 

Edinburgh, March 26, 1839. 
" THE GENER.~L AssElllBLv's Co111111ITTEE for the CoNvERSION of the 

Jews, have resolved to send abroad a Deputation to make personal in­
quiries regarding their state and character, and the efforts made ou their 
behalf on the Continent and elsewhere. 

"The Deputation is to consist of the REv. Dn . .BLACK, Professor of 
Divinity, Aberdeen, Mn. M'CnEYNE of Dundee, ;\ln. lloNAn of Collace, 
and ROBERT Wonnow, Esq., Glasgow. It is proposed that these gen­
tlemen proceed immediately by France and the Mediterranean to Pales­
tine, and they will probably return throug-h the Eastern Countries of 
Europe, visiting the places in which the Jews are most numerous, or 
which form centres of inte1·est and influence in regard tu that people. 
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"Jntelli![ence will he g-i,·en from time to time of the proceP1lings of 
tl1C' Jl~p11t11ti11n, and it CRnnot be doubted lh1tt their corre~pondence In 
the first i11sla11ct', ;ind their 1·eports 11nd conl'ersations when they ret:rn, 
will not only present a mass of information more full and pointed thnn 
1111y other mode of inquiry conld !'licit ; hut will present it also in a way 
;ith'llllctl wit!, mnny peculiar adnmtap;es, \\' e shnll thus !,ave the 
results of a sur\'ey made hy tl1e same individuals, compnring 11ml com­
hining different ,·ie"'s and imp1·essions, and judging· foirly of the whole; 
tlwir st;itements will thus possess a character of uuity anti. consistency, 
while the ch,mn of personal ;.id venture and individual experience will 
win for their nanatives a ready access to our Chl'istian sympathies. 

"The Committee anticipate the best consequences from thi~ mission, in 
procuring for the great cause of the Jews increased attention, zeal, and 
liberalit)' at home; and they earnestly trust, that by the blessing of God 
it nrny lead to the opening of a door for the decided and vigorous exer­
tions of 0111· Ch111·ch in some department of that work among his ancient 
people, to which, in our d11ys, the Gentile Churches genernlly seem to 
be peculiarly called•. 

GENTLEMEN, 

" R. S. CANDLISH, Convener of the Sub. Com," 

15.-BAPTISM OF CoNVl>RTS AT VIZAGAPATAIII, 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Chl'istian Observer. 

I have g1·eat pleasure in forwarding to you an account of a very interest­
ing se1Tice held in the London Missional'y Society's Chapel at this 
station a short time ago, which I trust will prove encouraging to all the 
friends of the Redeemer throughout this Pagan land: 

On the evening of the 24th July, we had the pleasui·e to receive into 
~he ,·isible Church of Christ by the ordinance of .Baptism .five Native 
adult converts and lhe children. Two of the adults are converts from 
the Roman Catholic Faith, the rest are from the Heathen. Two of 
the children are lads from the Tamul School, in connection with this 
Mission. Some of the candidates were on probation for two years ; on 
the occasion referred to, several questions were put and appropriate an­
swers were given; which we hope showed that they were sincere in their 
desires to acknowledge themselves as the disciples of the Redeeme1·. 
We pray and hope that they may be kept stedfast even unto the end. 
The senice, which was in 'feloogoo, commenced at 7 o'clock. Mr. 
Porter introduced it by singing, reading and prayer; after which a short 
diBcourse was deli,·ered from Acts xi. 18. A series of questions was then 
proposed and answered, and was succeeded by the administration of the 
rite. The com·erts were for a short time addressed on their duties and 
responsibilities as professing Christians, and the sel'vice concluded by 
swging- and prayer. 

A large assembly both of Natives and Indo-Bl'itons and othel'B con­
vened on the occasion, and I trust the blessing and approbation of the 
great Head of the Church will rest upon us, and make us to increase 
abundantly. 

P'izagapatam, 14th Aug. 1839. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Yours sincerely, 

J. \V, G. 

• The Rev. J. Macdonald having received Rs. 100 for transmission to Edinburgh 
for the promotion of the above object, will be glad, ere forwarding that eum, to re­
cein iu. addition any donations to forward this noble pu1·pose, 
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]). MnerHrlnu, Esq ............... • ................ , ................ . 
Captain Payn, .................................................. . 
--- A. Yutes, ..... , , ....................•.................... 

~~~';,"i~:2~;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : 
TnoMAS BnAz, Sec,·elnr_,,. 

SAILOR'S HOME. 

A List of Suhcriptiona and Donationafrom 20th July to 20th Aug. 18.'l9, 

;j() 

20 
Jf) 

21) 

16 
10 

W. H. Belli, Esq ............................................. Don. ;,o 
D. Elliot, Esq ........................................... , ..... do. 50 
W. Dampier, Esq .....................•••.................... Quar. I 0 
R. O'Dowda, Esq ......................................... , ... Ann. 16 
W. Scott, Esq ............................................... Don. 10 
H. Martindell, Esq ........................ , .................... do. 10 
Capt. J. Simmond, . , ...... , .•......•..••••.•••.•.•............ c!o. 10 
J. H. Rostan, Jj:sq ..... ,. .......... , ........................... do. 5 
M. Johnstone, Esq ..............•...•.•.•••••.•..... , ....... , .. do. B 
M. Staunton, Esq ......••.....••....•.•.•..•................... do. 10 
W.Carr,Esq .......... , ... ; ................................ :\<Ion. 10 
J. Weaver, Esq ............................................... Ann. 10 
Bibu Hurry Mohun Mullick, , . , ........•.• , , .................. Don. 5 
Babu Mutty Loll Seal, .......................................... do. 16 
H. Moore, Esq ......•.............•.•.....••................. Ann. 100 
Lieut. Colonel R. Powney,, •.•. , .............................. Quar. 25 
R. W. Allen, Esq .............................................. do. 4 
James Madge, Esq ............. , ,. .......... ,. ................ Don. 5 
W.R. Logan, Esq. ,, •• ,. ,, , . ,, , ........... , ...........•...•... do. 16 

.Aug. 20, 1B39. T. BoAz & A. GRANT, Hony. Secretaries. 
Errata in the July Acknowledgmenta. 

For Mrs. Wells, read N. Garrett, Esq. througll Mrs. Wells, 26. 
Christian School JJook Society. 

For Rev. J. A. Atkins 5, .-ead 25. 

StJBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FOR THE CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

Hon'ble T. C. Robertson, Esq .............. _ .. . . . . .. .. • . . . . . . • . . Rs. 10 
Colin Campbell, Esq ..... , ...........••................ , . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
A. Bond, Esq ..... , .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 10 
G. Dougal, Esq .... , ..............•..... , ........ ; . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 10 
Rev. J Campbell, ••...•.•...• , •••. , .......... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
W. H. Perkins, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • . . . .. . . . . . • .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 10 

.Aug. 23, 1839. 

NEW SUBSCRIBER. 

Rev. J. E. Freeman . 
G. C. HAY, P11~lisher and .4ge,itfor th, C. C. O. 




