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Complete Sets of the Caleutta Christian Observer from its commencement
in 18342 to the present period, comprising 9 vols. Co.’s Rs. 45 ; and complete
vols. for each yeur 6 Rs. per vol. Odd numbers 1 Rupee each.

Also, The Suffering Saviowr, a tract for Sinners, Orizinglly addressed to a
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Dec. 1s¢, 1840, - - G. C. Hav.

Calcutta Christian School Book Society.

The Committee of the Calcutta Christian School Book Society have
much pleasure in announcing to the friends of Christian Edueation, that
they ure prepared to issue the following School books from their depo-
sitory, No. 99, Dharamtala.

I. INsTRUcCTOR. No. 1. Enrlish and Bengali, price 2 annaa.
2. InNsTRUCiOR, No. 2. Ditto ~ ditto, 4 nnnas.
3. INsTRUCTOR, No. 3. Faglish, 12 annas.
4. IvstRucvoRr, No. 4. Ditto,—1 rupee.
Each of these books consists of two parts. The first, lessons on general subjects, and
the second, lessons ip Scripture History and Biography.
5. Poetical Instructor, ] rupee.
A collection uf pieces from the best English Pocts, moral and religious.
6. McCnlloch’s course of Llementary Reading in Science aud Literature,
Rs. 1.8,
McCnlloch’s Faelish Grammar, 12 annas.
Horne’s Manual of the Evidenees of Christianity. 12 annas.
Letters on the Evidences of Christianity, addressed to Hindus. By Philale«
thes, 12 aunas.
10. Elements of Plane Geowetry, based on Playfair's first six books oi
Euclid—Chamnbers’s Educational course, Rs. 1-8, full-bound.
11, Solid and spherical Geometry and Conic sections—Cbamhbers’s Educational
course. A large number of the two last works huve just been received,
Rs. 1.8, full-bound.
12. System of Arithmetic—in the press.
13. A Manual of Geography—in the press,
All orders will be received and attended to by the Society’s Depositary, Mr.
G. C. Hay, No. 99, Dharamtala, Calcutta.

[T-3 XN

THE ASSEMBLY'S CATECHISM.

New editions of the Shorter and Larger Cutecliisms have just issued from the
press :—the Shorter /wo rupees per dozen;the Larger {hree rupees per dozen.
Apply to Mr, G. C. Hay,

The Union Chapel Hymn Books in diffcrent kinds of biuding may be had of
Mr. Hay.

The New Poem in Bengali, being an account of the pilzrimages of one who was

once a Sanvasi but now a Christian: price 10 aunas. To be had of the publisher of
the Observer.

CampBELL’s BRiTIsH INDIA; By the Rev. W. Campbell,
formerly Missionary of the London Society at Bangalore ;
price Rs. 7. May be had on application to Messrs. Ostell
and Co., at the Church Mission Press, and of Mr. G. C. Hay,
99, Dharamtala.
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THE

CALCUTTA
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

(Nrelb Series.)

No. 1.—JANUARY, 1840.

I.—Introductory Observalions.

Our readers may have heard a story regarding a very brief
address delivered by a Romish priest in the Emerald Isle. Tt
was part of that gentleman’s duty to instruct his flock regard-
ing the acts and merits of his country’s tutelary saint on the
yehr]y recurrence of that saint’s day. On one occasion however
it fell out that the 17th day of March came round before his
reverence was ready for it. He therefore (so the story goes)
entered the rostrum, and addressed his auditors in the follow-
ing manner. ‘ Dearly beloved, twelve mounths ago I told you
all T knew regarding the blessed Saint Patrick ; since that
time I have received no tidings from his saintship, but if I
hear from him in the course of the year I shall not fail to let
you know.”” This was a display of much tact and wisdom ; for
few wen, if any, can speak or write well repeatedly on the same
subject. Tyrant custom has imposed upon Poets-laureate
and Lditors the task of presenting their several patrons
with stated addresses: and if custom would allow, it were
often much better were they to follow the example to which
we have referred. This however may not be.

But while we shrink from the necessary monotony of a
long New-year’s address, it is not from want of matter, but
rather from weariness of the form. Matter we cannot lack,
while we have so inuch cause of thankfulness to our Lord and
Saviour for his having honoured us to enter upon another year
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in his service, so much cause of humble gratitude for the good
that we may have been made the instruments of effecting
during the year that is past, so much cause to lament that
through owr weakness and deficiency that good has not been
a hundred-fold greater. Under God too we have much reason
to return our best thanks to our contributors and correspon-
dents, and to our subscribers, for the valuable aid they have
severally given us.  We are happy to be able to say, that our
lists of contributors and of subscribers are each in an encourag-
ing state, and we trust they will go on gradually increasing.

During the past year some questions of deep and lasting
interest have come before us; and we have not shrunk from
presenting our readers with those views in regard to them
which seemed most in accordance with Divine truth.  This
is the infallible guide in all questions of faith and practice :—
¢ To the law and to the testinony.”

If in our application of Scriptural principles we have on any
occasion come into collision with the allowed practices of any
of our readers, we would say to such in the Spirit of Christian
affection——1t is not < Ve say” or ** You say.” Let not these
words be heard between us.  But ruther let us go directly to
the word of God; and let the style of our discourse be “ IWhat
readest thou ?—Thus it is written,—Thus saith the Scripture.”’
If our remarks on any occasion have induced any one to look
more narrowly to his ways, and examine more narrowly his
courses and his motives, we desire to give thanks aud praise
to our heaveuly Father, whose humble instruments it is our
honour to be, '

And now we go forward to the duties of another year, with
renewed resolutions by Divine grace to hold on the even
tenor of our way, to turn neither to the right hand nor to the
left for the fear or favour of man. It shall be our pleasant
duty to lay before our readers whatever we receive from God
illustrative of His dealings with men ; whatever may cast light
upon His word, and point out the fulfilment of His faithful
promises ; whatever may render Christians more sensible of
their high privileges and their corresponding responsibilities,
and foster aspirations after more fervent piety; whatsoever
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may arrest the attention of sinners, and lead them to consider
their state and character before God ;—in short, whatsoever
may give glory to God, and tend to the spiritual well-being
of men.

We shall therefore watch with anxious interest over the
progress of religion throughout the world, faithfully chroni-
cling, so far as we can learn them, the movements which are
made by the Church universal with the view of establishing
the reign of truth and righteousness on the earth. But
especially in this land, in which our lot has been providentially
cast, we shall cavefully attend to all that the Lord does for the
honour of His own name, both detailing facts and endeavour-
ing to elucidate principles in regard to the duty of Christians.
In this part of our work we trust to the continued and increas-
ed assistance of our Missionary brethren, and invite the aid of
all who are in any way engaged in efforts to extend the rule
of the Messiah.

We shall be, as we have ever been, the unflinching advocates
of Christian education, as a powerful engine put by God into
our hands for the purpose of demolishing the unclean fabric
of heathen superstition, and rearing in its place the stately
structure of Christian faith and Christian practice. To all
other means of missionary operation also we shall constautly
direct the attention of our readers, and it shall ever be our
endeavour to produce or keep alive an intelligent interest in
their minds regarding the progress of gospel truth.

One nearly new branch of most pleasing labour we mean to
undertake, that of endeavouring to lead on to exalted piety
our dear friends who have been brought out of heathenism
to the knowledge and faith of the gospel. Being delivered
from bondage they are as men that dream. By representing
their claims upon those who are entrusted with the ministry
of the word, and by pointing out frequently in direct addresses
to themselves their peculiar duties and trials and temptations,
—by speaking for them and speaking to them—we trust to be
honoured of God to contribute to their spiritnal improvement
and growth in grace.—Their increasing munber evidently
demands that such attention should be paid to them.

B2
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The customs and literature of the natives shall continue to
reccive a large share of our attention, as subjects of rational
curiosity, and as possessing an important bearing on the state
and prospects of the country. In the providence of God we are
about to be deprived for a season of one of our most valuable
contributors on subjects of this nature*, and we trust that our
other friends will exert themselves correspondingly that our
readers may not be losers.

We shall continue to maintain the same catholic principles
which have herctofore guided both ourselves and predeces-
sors, having always a reference to measures not men, and to
the greatest good of the greatest number irrespective of caste,
creed or color. We shall, God helping us, know maukind but
as one family, and the church but as one brotherhood ; and it
shall be our endeavour not only that the watchen, but the
citizens of Zion may see eye to eye.

The present, our readers will perceive, is the first number of
a New Series of the Calcutta Christian Observer. The Editors
have been induced to adopt this new arrangewment from a
variety of cuuses, but chiefly on account of the imperfect state
of the former series, there not being one complete set, except
any of our friends are more fortunate than ourselves in pos-
sessing the deficient numbers for which we have advertis-
ed in this number. It is impaossible, having brought the past
series to a close, not to experience feelings both of pleasure
and pain :—pleasure in looking on the past, and marking
what has been effected ; and pain when we remember how
many of thosec who have contributed to the pages of the
Observer since its commencement are now numbered with the
dead or scattered abroad in the earth. We can say in the
retrospect,

* Qur readers in general know that they have been indebted for an
immense store of information on the languages, literature and customs of
this country to the Rev. W. Morton (Cinsturrnsis), who is about to pro-
ceed to Europe. Let us hope that he will soon return to us, and resume
his station as one of our chief  Orientalist Contributors.” Our present
No. is remarkably rich in contributions from the pen of our Revereud
frieud, as we hope will be also the next.
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This world is a pilgrimage state

Made up of sunshine and shade,

Our friends are but here for a while,
Then they haste to the world of the dead.

b
And now we commend our readers to the grace of God,
and ourselves and our work to their prayers,

11.—Brief Account of the Santals.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Mrssrs. Epitons,

Perhaps no people in Hindustan are more interesting, yet
so little known to Europeans, as the Santals. Having twice
visited this singular people, and collected some little informa-
tion regarding them, 1 thought the result of my investigations
might not be uninteresting to the readers of your valuable
periodical.

Itis certainly a matter of interest that a people claiming to be
the original proprietors of the soil, should be scattered through-
out the Mohur Bunge, and twenty-two other countries tribu-
tary to the Mohur Bunge rdji. In every part of these coun-
tries their villages are numerous, being interspersed with
Oriya villages. In all probability their country is much more
extensive than we have yet ascertained, but in these places it
is certain they are numerous. The villages I visited were gene-
rally small, containing from 10 to 30 houses; but I am told
that there are many that contain 200 or 300. If we can
establish their identity with the Bhoomijas that are scattered
throughout the same countries, and with the Coles of Chota
Nagpoor and Sumbhulpore, we shall probably make them the
most numerous class in Hindustan. That the Bhoomijas ave
Coles there can be no dispute, as I have ascertained their
language is precisely the same as that of the Coles of Sum-
bliulpore. It is true the Santals use a different dialect, but
from their similarity of manuers and religion, one canuot but
believe they were oviginally the same people. 8o far as my
knowledge extends, all that may be said of the Santals,
excepting their name and language, may be applied to the
Bhoomijas and Coles.

It is vemarkable that though the Santals live among the
Oriyas and daily transact business with them, they have a
language peculiar to themselves, so very different from the
Oriya that scarcely a word can be understood ; and though
this language is not written, a Santal has no difficulty in un-
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derstanding another of his own people who lives 100 miles
distant. As they have no written language they have, of
course, no books, (like the Oriyas,) professing to give an ac-
count of their origin and religion, but depend upon their
traditional accounts. 1 should suppose their language to be
different from any eastern dialect that has ever come under
the observation of Luropeans. I shall however give a speci-
men for the speculation of such of your readers as arce better
acquainted with the languages of India than 1 am; and being
unacquainted with the popular method of Romanizing, I shall
give it in the Oriya character® :—ar, a house ; di, water ; dika,
boiled rice ; har, a man ; netkd, a child ; ddve, a tree ; digan,
a cow; buru, a mountain ; turd, the mustard plant; singala,
fire ; chadubukhi, the sun or Gad; jema, to eat; giti-aba, to
lie down ; ju-senamdi, come hither. Their language appears to
be much softer than the Oriya, and to be spoken in more of a
sing-song tone. At each village 1 found a few who were able
to speak a few words of broken Oriya, so as to answer the
most of my inquiries ; but the greater part understood nothing
but their own language, in which they were remarkably loqua-
cious. To my surprise they were able to converse with me
much better than with my native preacher. This wmight proceed
from disinclination to talk with Oriyas, against whom they
have a great antipathy: or it may prove, what I have often
thought, that two foreigners can couverse better in a foreign
language, with which both are acquainted, than in the native
tongue of either, They farther differ from the Oriyas in
having no distinction of caste, but all eat and drink together,
and are of a common grade. The only thiugs that appear to
resemble this remarkable trait in Hindu socicty, is that the
man who is chosen as priest, on the day of sacrifice does not
eat with the other people, though he does every other day ;
and also for the breach of certain rules, one is excluded from
the whole community: but this is attended with banishment
from the village. The appearance of their villages is so very
peculiar, and one is such a fair specimen of the w_'hole,
that to any one acquainted with them, they are immediately
distinguished from Oriya. In the common Hindu manner, the
roofs of their houses are of grass; but the walls, instead of
being mud, consist of sticks or bushes placed in the ground,
sometimes plastered on the inside with mud, and sometimes
on the outside. Some few of the more wealthy have them
plastered on both sides and washed with a white kind of earth,
also covered with the representation of a vegetable that 1 took

* As scarcely any of our readers are able to read the Oriya character, we
have Romanized these words for our correspendent.—Eb.
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for rice. This was exccuted with a great degree of neatness.
On the walls of one house I saw an ordinary figure of what
they told me was a man on horseback, but as [ stood viewing
it with some interest, a person came and rubbed it out. Of
many houses the walls were unplastered, leaving the interior
exposed throngh the large spaces between the sticks.

The buildings are not so compact as is usual among the
Hindus, a small field or garden being attached to each,
encloscd not with green hedges, as is universal among Oriyas,
but with a fence consisting of stakes placed in the ground,
upon which is laid a pole in a horizontal direction. This
one circumstance is so very peculiar, that it is enough to
distinguish a Santal village from any other. Within their
cnclosures they cultivate a species of the Indian corn, mustard
plant, castor oil tree, chassa and various kinds of roots, which
with jungle fruits and wild honey are said to compose their
food. They use but very little rice.

Their implements of husbandry and furniture are much the
same as are comwon in India, except a singular kind of cart,
the wheels of which ave solid pieces of wood, about three feet in
diameter. These are more clumsy than the common gari,
but we were told they are preferable in the jungle, where they
have no roads. Though their household furniture is not so good
as that of the Oriyas, they certainly excel them in their man-
ner of sleeping ; for while the Oriyas are content with a coarse
mat, upon the ground, the Santals have a neat cot, about two
feet high and sufliciently large for a person comfortably to re-
pose, the frame of which is woven with grass rope. They have
also chairs of the same kind, which with the exception of being
without a back, are nearly as comfortable as English chairs.
When we entered a village they often handed us these chairs
to sit upon—an act of hospitality seldom practised by Oriyas.

The women appear to be the only lubourers about the house,
and 1 think it is very seldom they accompany their husbands
to the field or to the market. Those I saw were busily en-
gaged in pounding various kinds of vegetables in the common
dinky, or in a large mortar about three feet high, holding a pon-
derous pestle headed with iron and about four feet long in one
hand, and in the other a piece of bamboo that they used in
stirring the mortar.  Though this appeared a very laborious
exertion, yet I saw many who laboured at it the whole day
without any appearance of fatigue. The few men who were
seated around were engaged in social chat, or in beating a drum
made of earthenware, about three feet in length, and at the large
end about a foot and half in diameter, tapering to about a foot
at the small end. This was secured against the danger of



| Brief Account of the Santals. [Jaw.

breaking by leathern straps woven over its surface. The heads
were of goat skin, and covered with hard mud. This is far
superior to the Oriva drum both in workmanship and sound,
and far exceeds for neatness any thing else I have seen among
them. Seeing the men thus dallving away their time in sport,
I inquired if the women did all the work ?  They replied they
were the old and feeble of the village, who were left to keep
watch, while all the rest had gone either to the fields or to
market with loads of wood or wild honey.

Hunting appears to be a favourite amusement among them,
for which purpose they have a bow and string both made of
bamboo, with arrows pointed with iron ; with these they told
us they kill the dcer which are very abundant in the Mohur
Bunge: also various kinds of jungle birds which they eat.
With these weapons, they sometimes kill the tiger and bear,
whose flesh they do not hesitate to eat. They are every where
celebrated as being very clever sportsmen. At one village 1
requested a man to show me how this weapon was used, when
he called his son, a lad of about twelve years, whom he bade
shoot at a mark, at which the little fellow showed himself very
cxpert. But music is the most favourite amusement with both
men and women. They often meet around a large fire in the
centre of the village, and spend the night in beating the drum,
singing songs, which the songster composes as he sings,
dancing and drinking spirits. When asked to give a specimen
of their songs, they replied that a song would not come with-
out first getting drunk!

The dress of the Santals consists of a piece of cloth wrap-
ped round the loins, like that worn by Oriyas, but generally
smaller.  Most of the wen and many of the females wear
no upper garment, thus leaving all above the loins quite
naked. The females who wear the upper garment are not
at all careful to cover the breast. Perhaps their ornaments
should be considered under the head of dress, as they consider
them quite as requisite as clothing, They wear a small ring
of brass in the car, and some of the woulen wear one on each
wrist; but they are quite free from those ponderous loads of
metal of which Hindu females are so fond. Both men and
women wear a red or ivory-white necklace, and frequently
both. This necklace is so peculiar to all the Santals, Bhoo-
mijas and Coles, that they may be distinguished by it from any
other race of Hindus.

The complexion of this people is nearly or quite as dark as
that of the African, and they have none of that variety of shade
that is seen among all other Hindus. By the most careful obser-
vation I was unable to perceive the least difference of colour
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amongst hundreds. They have more of the Hindu than the
African features, though quite destitute of that sly and flat-
tering look so characteristic of Hindus ; and their uniformity
of colour is one evidence that they were originally of the same
stock, and not a mixed race like other Hindus. They are quite
averse to flattery, and even wmong the Oriyas they are pro-
verbial for speaking the truth. I'have heard this remarked
by Oriyas from every part of the country, When I told some
of them I hud heard of this trait in their characters, and for
that reason had a great desive to see them, as those who spoke
the truth obeyed one of the commands of God contained in
my holy book, they rcplied, that the Oriyas told twelve lies
to every word of truth, but it was against the custom of the
Santals to lie. It will appear from one circumstance that, like
all Hindus. they consider the right hand move honorable
than the left. At one of the villages I sought friendship with
a child by offering it pice, which it attemipted to take in the
left hand, but was severely reproved by the mother, who bid
it extend the right. T'he women have none of that squeamish
custonr of hiding the face when they pass meun, but like the
men preserve an open, bold and unassuming countenance.
Indeed it would seem that oftentimes they surpass the men
in courage, for when we entered a village they were usually
the first to receive us, while the men either fled into the
jungle, or shut themselves up in their houses. But probably
they were fearful we had come to force them to bear burdens,
or to extort something from them, according to the custom
of their rulers, who are said to oppress them by such means
beyond endurance.

It was seldomn that I found any who were inclined to enter
into conversation, and it appeared evident they placed but
little confidence in what was said to them ; but this is not
surprising, when we consider how they have been deceived and
imposed upon by the Oriyas. It is therefore to be expected,
that until they become acquainted with one’s real character,
they will be very reserved and suspicious.

Feeling-a little curious to know how they were esteemed by,
their Oriya neighbours, I several times made the inquiry,
and was invariably told, the Sanlals were a very bad people,
because they took animal life, eat the flesh of cows, and did
not reverence the brahmins: no one accused them of any
thing worse, and all bore testimony to their remarkable pro-
pensﬂ;y for speaking the truth.

Marriage contracts among the Santals are not made by the
parents, but by the parties themselves, about the age of 16
or 17. The young man usually gives a present to the girl’s

VoL. I. c
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father, either of a yoke of bullocks, a cow, or something of
the kind. The whole expense of the ceremony, 1 was told by
an old man, does not exceed 20 rupees, a part of which is
spent in feasting the friends of the bride and bridegroom.
When all things are ready and the proper signal has been
given, the bridegroom arises and puts some red paint upon
the forehead of the bride, whereby he seals her as his own.
He then immediately takes to his heels, and the whole com-
pany after him, with great speed, and if overtaken he is
severely beaten; but if he shews himself fleeter than all his
pursuers, he gains much applause. 1 was told that it is no
uvncommon thing for parties wishing to marry, and unable to
bear the accustomed expense, to flee to a neighbouring village
and marry themselves. These marriages are considered valid,
but not so honourable as though they had been performed
according to the established custom. They have no preju-
dice agaiust the second marriages of females, on which ac-
count their community is quite free from prostitutes. Itisa
common custom for the brother of the deceased to marry the
widow. Polygamy is sometimes practised, though cases of
the kind are not common.

They have a singular custom in sealing bargains with each
other, which i1s done by one of the nmien breaking off the branch
of a tree and laying it upon the ground, while both declare
that it shall be witness to their faithfulness. This reminds
one of the patriarchal age, when a heap of stones or some
such monument was prepared to seal treaties. If a man is once
guilty of breaking an obligation, the whole community rise up
against him, and expel him from the village.

They usually give their testimony in courts of justice by
swearing by the sun, but I have also heard that they often
hold cowdung in the hand, as the Hindus hold the mekaepra-
sad ; for what reason' I am unable to tell, for I never could
learn that they considered it holy.

When a person dies his body is burned in the common
Hindu manuer, after which some of the bones are put into
a handy, and at a particular time of the year the nearest relative
of the deceased must carry it and throw it into the Ganges.
If any one lets the proper season pass without doing this service
in honour of the deceased friend, he is expelled from the com-
munity, and obliged to flee from the village. This appears to
be the only pilgrimage the Santals ever make.

It is & matter of great interest that though the Santals have
been for ages surrounded by their more powerful neighbours,
yet they have never embraced the Brahminical system of
religion. They do not acknowledge a plurality of gods, and are
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even quite ignorant of the most noted names that compose the
Hindu pantheon, such as Jagannith, Mahidev, &c. Neither
have the various Hindu ceremonies, such as bathing, marking
the forehead and nose, and visiting holy shrines, ever been
admitted into their theology. Their principal object of
worship is the sun, which they Dbelieve to be either God, or
his brightest image. I wasnot able to learn that their language
contained any other name to express the Supreme Being
except that which they apply to the sun. In the vicinity of
each village is seen a kind of frame, consisting of four stakes
about five feet long placed in the ground, upon the top of
which lie three poles, thus leaving one end open. In the
ceuntre of this enclosure, which is about eight feet square, stands
a pole, at the top of whichis attached a piece of wood novable
at the centre upon a pivot. Upon this piece of wood I was
informed they pour the blood of their sacrifices, which are
performed in the following manner, A man from their number
is chosen as Joihera, or priest, who cuts off the head of either
a fowl, goat or sheep, and then pours the blood upon the piece
of wood mentioned above, at the same time invoking the sun
on behalf of all the people, that they may be preserved from
wild beasts of prey, that they may be delivered from all
enemies, have good crops, and find salvation after death.

This religious service is performed about once a month.
Such is the paucity of their ceremonies, that one would almost
think their religion the firs¢ species of idolatry. Indeed this
kind of worship can boast of great antiquity. Some eminent
divines are of opinion that the sun was that which was wor-
shipped by the Pheenicians under the name of Baal; by the
Moabites under the name of Chemosh; by the Amorites
under that of Moloch ; and by the Israelites under that of Baal
and the host of heaven. It was for this kind of worship
that Moses rebuked the people in Deut. iv. 19. <“And lest
thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven,
shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which
the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations under the
whole heaven.” Sacrifices also appear to have been regarded
by almost all nations from the most ancient times, as the best
meansof appeasing an offended Deity ; and although the learned
differ in opinion in regard to their origin, some supposing they
were merely idolatrous inventious, others that they were first
instituted by God himself, and some that they originated in
the natural sentiments of the huwan heart, it is certain they
are noticed at a very early date in the sacred writings, and
that such expiations appear more like the religion of nature
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than any other. In all probability there is scarcely a tribe to
be found in the world, who are not in the habit of shedding
blood for the remission of sins.

Before I close this account of these interesting, though
oppressed and ignorant people, I must advert to some of the
feelings with which I have been deeply impressed ever since I
accidentally fell in with them, which has been about one year.
Often has the inquiry suggested itself to my mind, how are
they to be brought under the benign influence of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ? To spend time in searching into the charac-
ters and condition of a strange people, with no farther view
than to gratify curiosity, would be only vain amusement, and
unworthy the character of a minister of Christ. But whenever
we think of their conversion to our holy religion innumerable
obstacles present themselves. It would be folly to suppose
that any heathen people like the Santals would be without
their prejudices against a holy religion. Their almost entire
unacquaintance with Europeans, and the unfavourable descrip-
tions that they hear of us from the Oriyas, must naturally have
the tendency to excite their suspicions, and cause them to
avoid the Missionary as much as possible.

In travelling in this country a Missionary must take Oriya
servants, of whom every man is a robber. Irecollect, at the
first village where I pitched my tent, overhearing one of my
own servants use my name in order to get something for his
own use, from the first man who became bold enough to
come ncar us, This one circuwstance of being obliged to
be followed by such men threatens in no trifling manner to
keep the Santals ignovant of our real characters. Though
destitute of the bauds of caste, yet like all other people, they
have its essence, and probably he who should profess Christi-
anity would be excluded from their society, as wuch as among
Oriyas. '

This destitution of the shackles of Hinduism indeed pro-
mises great advantages, and who can say that they may not
prove as teachable as the Karens of Burmah, or the inhabi-
tants of the Sandwich Islands?

The principal vice to which they are addicted is drunken-
ness. They distil a kind of spirit themselves from rice,
which they are said to drink in great quantities. Another
obstacle in the way of bringing them under the influence of
the Gospel, is their scattered population, throaghout more
than oue half of Orissa. Their villages are also remote, in
the dense jungle, where at some seasons of the year the
Missionary could not live. He might however find a village of
200 or 300 houses, surrounded by smaller ones, where he would
have a delightfully pleasant and healthy country during the
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cold and hot seasons, though in the rains, he would be obliged
to come in to Balasore, only one day’s ride on horseback.

But one of the greatest obstacles is that their language is not
written, though this perhaps might be found an advantage, as it
prevents an acquaintance with the falsehoods and impurities
of Hindu mythology. Their religious: terms must of course
be few in number ; and as their connexion with Oriyas is all in
a worldly capacity, they are so entirely ignorant of those terms
we usually employ in religious conversation, that it was almost
impossible to make themn understand when I departed from the
conunon bazar chat to communicate the truths of the Gospel.

It appears very evident to me that one who would be useful
to the Santals should, like our blessed Saviour, live amongst
them, and be able to speak their language. A plan like that
mentioned above, of residing near one of their largest village
six or eight months during the year, appears to be the only
plan that will bear investigation.

I have already trespassed too long upon the patience of
your readers, and must close by requesting that earnest prayer
may be made by all in bebalf of these benighted, neglected
and yet promising sons of India.

Balasore, Dec. 12th, 1839. Yours truly,

Ert Novgs.

[Our attention had been previously directed to the Santals by the
following notices of this interesting tribe, which we lately met with in
the sixth volume of the I'ransactions of that useful Institution, the
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India.

It appears that some time ago Myr. Laidlay had sent to Dr. Anderson
some specimens of cotton grown by the Santals, whom he describes as
inhabiting the hills to the N. W. of the Birbhum district ; and in acknow-
ledging the receipt Dr. Anderson writes:—

I shall do my utmost to direct the attention of the Society to the improvement of
the agriculture of the Santals, and shall in my next letter to the Secretary to the
Agricultural Society of Calcutta, apply for seeds of the two varieties of Indian corn
mentioned by you. The very original nature of their religion, manners and customs;
their truth, sunplicity and partiality for Englishmen ; induce me to believe that the
seeds not only of social but of mental improvement would be eagerly received by
them, and would meet with but few weeds to obstruct their luxuriant growth. I am
surprised thut no Missionary has ever talen the trouble to learn their language, and

devote himself to their spiritual improvement. He would find them much less bigotted
than the Bengdlis, and I am certain would soon produce the fruits of vighteousness,”

In reply Mr. Laidlay writes: —

“* These people [the Santals] are very simple, it would appear, in their habits;
and I have heard the Bengalis frequently speak of their veracity with applause. Their
language is of course very circumscribed, which 1should imagine to be a considerable
impediment to their instruction. The Editor of the Reformer newspaper, who was
some time Dewan of tliis Filature, and amused himself by making a vocabulary of
their language, told me that it consisted of only a few hundred words.”

We feel happy in placing these gratifying notices regarding the San-
tals in juxtaposition with those of our correspondent, as so far confirma-
tory of his statements, and as likely to promote his benevolent object—
their speedy evangelization, both by directing to them the attention of
other Missionaries, and by indicating where important facilities in the
prosecution of their views may be found.—Ep.]
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ITI.— Notice of New TVorks in Sanskrit Verse.

1. =rggusiamafa Naifa, §c. or the Psalms of David, faith-
Sully rendered from the original Hebrew into Sanskrit Verse.
By the Calcutta Baptist Missionaries with Native assistants.
Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press, 1839, pp. 294, 12mo.

2. wawQw1. A Sketchof the Argument for Christianily, and
against Hinduism, in Sanskrit Verse. By J. Muir, Esq.
B. C. 8. Calcutta: Bishop’s College Press, 1539, pp. 54.

3. wwaieNggwdvasgw+ | i. e, 4 Discovery of the True
Way of oblaining pardon for sin. No author’s or printer’s
name, date, &c.

These three works have been for some time on our table,
and it is with regret we have hitherto been compelled by the
pressure of various occupations to defer a notice of them. Even
now we nust confine our remarks upon them within much nar-
rower limits than it was as well our desire as our intention
they should extend to. We have always been of opinion, that
the learned language of Hindustau has been too much neg-
lected by the conductors of Missionary operations in this coun-
try. Its great antiquity—its high degree of refinement and very
philosophical structure—the reverence in which it is held by
the natives of the country as the very language of the gods—its
actual importance as containing the poetry, science, philosophy,
in short, the entire literature of a very large proportion of the
population of the East, of one of the most ancient sections
of mankind—the fact that it forms the only universally known
medium of communication with the learned among the Hin-
dus of the present day, throughout the vast extent of Hindus-
tan—all mark it out as deserving of, and demanding, at once
respect and cultivation. But besides that it is the treasury
from which all our real and accurate acquaintance with the
united cosmogony, philosophy and theology of Hindunism is
and must be drawn, we, from large observation and long ex-
perience hold it as an axiom, that the provincial vernaculars
cannot be fully acquired and accurately understood without
some tolerable knowledge of Sanskrit. On this however we
cannot now enter, though we venture fearlessly to assert our
unwavering conviction upon this point. Yet are we by no
means prepared to go the whole length, with Mr. Muir, of
asserting that the adoption of Sanskrit as a vehicle for the
communication, throughout India, of Christian truth, ¢ must
be a scheme above all others effective.”

We are not prepared to say what may be the disposition
among the learned natives of the Upper Provinces, to reccive
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with candour and peruse with attention, Christian works, com-
posed in their own revered Sanskrit. We deeply bewail as
an indisputable fact, however, that in the Lower Provinces !:he
apathy of almost the whole class of pandits, is extreme ; whilst
their contempt of all foreign instruction is great in inverse
proportion to the very small amount of real proficiency, even
in their own vaunted literature, usually attained. Scarcely
one in a thousand would care to give even a slight perusal, we
fear, to such works as Mr. Muir advocates. Nor, we thiuk,
will this isolated class of the Hindu population be emancipated
from the darkuess of moral error, or the dominion of spiritual
pride and literary arrogance, until the vernaculars shall have
been extensively cultivated, and they in self-defence driven to
their adoption.

Mr. Muiv is and has long been a very zealous advocate for
the cultivation and employment of the sacred language of In-
dia, by Christian Missionaries and others anxious for the pro-
pagation of our divine faith. He looks of course to the learn-
ed. Now, while we are by no means disposed to echo the
absurd shébholeth of the decriers of human learning, who too
often, injuriously as ignorantly, quote St. Paul’s ¢ not many
wise, not many learned,’ in justification of a procedure which
+his own conduct proves it never was his principle to adopt ;—
still we think that to direct towards the literate portion of any
population in any country of the world, the chief bent of chris-
tian effort, is a course that cannot be justified by an appeal either
to a priori reasoning in this matter, to the voicc of Scripture,
or to the testimony of historical experience. On the other
hand we do think, that the learned (or, if you please, at least
the quasi learned, as many deem the mass of the pandits of
India) have been too much overlooked. ¢ I,” said the great
apostle before named, ¢ am made all things to all men.” To
accommodate himnself to the predilections, the tastes, nay even
to the prejudices of those he would benefit, is a dictate of ordi-
nary prudential wisdom, which no philanthropist, no christian
plilanthropist especially, can properly or safely disregard. Mr.
Muir has therefore done good service in the common cause, by
his frequent appeals to our Missionaries and their friends on
this matter. And happily he has followed up his principles
in his own example. In the second and third of the works
whose titles form the heading to these remarks, he has favoured
the public with no insignificant attestation both to his zeal
and ability in this line of Christian literary effort. In a
short preface, he modestly professes to have endeavoured
merely ‘“ to follow (haud passibus #quis) the example which
has been set by the Rev. Dr. Mill in his ¢ Chrishta Sangits,’
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of moulding the instruction intended for the learned of India
into a form congenial to their national models. A sketch,
therefore, of the argument is all that has been attempted.”
The argument of his tract is treated in five seclions—on the
Being and Character of God—the need of Divine teaching or
necessity of a Revelation—a statement of the marks or tests
of a genuine Revelation—sonme specified proofs of Christia-
nity as a revelation from God—closing with an examination
of Hinduism, and the proof of its human origination. The
work is confessedly, ¢ a mere sketch :”> of course, therefore, it
touches the various subjects thus arranged but briefly. The
whole number of shlokas, or couplets, composed in the ordina-
ry poetic measure (analogous to our heroic verse) employed in
native works, is 413; of these the five sections contain se-
verally 34, 15, 38, 104, and 190 ; besides 13 and 19 in two
several supplements to the 5th section. There are, in addi-
tion, five couplets quoted from the Bhagavat and nine from the
Padma Purdn.

The verse, we think, is well constracted and on the whole a
creditable specimen of the writer’s attainments. The argument
is managed in the way of dialogue (after the pattern of the
Chrishta Sangitd) between a disciple and his spiritual teacher,
or gurw; and certainly is so conducted as fully to exemplify.
the quotation from Manu which serves as one of the mottos
prefixed to the work ; whose meaning may be thus expressed—
‘“to teach or prescribe to others the way of duty, solely with a
view to their advantage, is one of the best deeds a mortal can
perform—but then, if he would earn for himself the praise of
benevolence, his speech must ever be modest, gentle and en-
gaging.” The very limited space allowed himselt has of course
precluded the excellent author from any thing like detailed
reasoning—yet has he contrived to throw into a small compass
mauny valuable ideas, ealeulated at once to refute error and
elucidate truth. To specify would be superfluous where there
is nathing new or uncommon; to point out minor defects
would be invidious and useless, We heartily wish our excel-
lent fellow-helper may find some able imitator, who may foi-
low up, to use his own language, ¢ with a more detailed state-
ment,” the argument of this uvpretending but very meritorious
¢ sketch.”

2. Iu the 3rd of the articles we proposed to notice, under-
stood, though not so stated, to be also the work of Mr. Muir,
we have 64 Sanskritshlokas, or couplets, in the same measure
as the preceding : and in the sawme form of dialogue, upon the
“True Way of obtaining the forgiveness of sin’”’—in other words
upon the Christian Doctrine of Atonement, In answer to the
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inquiries of the disciple, the guru or spiritual teacher—
lst, shews the inutility of seeking forgiveness through pil-
grimages to holy places, bathing in the Ganges, &c.

2ndly. Expounds the doctrine of the Christian sacrifice of
atonement.

3rdly. Exhibits the Holy Spirit as the author of sanctifica-
tion, and asserts a Trinity of the Divine Unity.

4thly. Tells of the nature of the Christian heaven, its
purity and bliss. °

5thly. And, lastly, declares the excellent moral and religi-
ous character of real Christian believers,

The Sanskrit Verses are folowed by a Hindi prose version
of their argument: an excellent security for rendering the
tract doubly available, both to the learned and unlearned, the
brahmin and the sudra. Of the merit of this little work we
may quote, fully adopting it as our owan, the judgment of one
of the examiners of the Calcutta Religious Tract Society, who
writes— But little is said on each subject, yet it is all to the
point. If the interpretation at the end were in Bengili instead
of Hindi, it would be better for this part of the country.” The
suggestion, it is believed, will be acted upon, and the verses re-
printed with a Bengdli version and of course in the Bengili
character. Few pandits in Bengal read or write the Nigari
character with facility.

3. We now come, lastly, to the notice of the first in order
of the series in our heading, namely, the Sanskrit Metrical
Version of the Psalms of David.

Whatever the extent to which the learned might be in-
duced to study our holy religion, if presented to them in
their almost idolized Sanskrit—although in truth we are not
very sanguine upon this point—it will surely be deemed no
unimportant matter to have our sacred books invested with so
venerable a human exterior ; not merely as affording at least the
means of gaining access, if it may be so, to the miuds of that
superstitious class the brahmins, who affect to look with dis-
dain on sacred lessons conveyed through any of the vernacular
media—but chiefly, perhaps, as tending to furnish a standard, to
a certain extent, for ulterior translations into these latter. Of
the Bengili,for instance, the purest,possibly,of all the derivative
dialects of the Sanskrit, we assert with confidence, that from
that parent source must be brought the means of its improve-
ment and efficiency to all the purposes of an extended literature
and moral instruction. The Sanskrit vocabulary alone can fur-
nish an adequate supply of terms to express the daily multiply-
ing ideas which the necessities of advancing civilization and
education demand to be enunciated ; the derivation is natural,

VOL. I D
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easy and elegant, the derivatives at once enphonous and pre-
cise—and we should most deeply deplore the disfiguring of a
philosuphical, neat and vigorous dialect by the admixture of a
mass of uncongenial exotics, as barbarous as they are wanton
because unnecessary. We deem the Calcutta Baptist Mission-
avies, therefore, to be doing good service to the cause of ver-
nacular Biblical translation, in thus laying the foundation of
a Sanskrit Version—in which a much cl()ser, amounting almost
to a literal, rendering may be attained, than is well pusslble
perhaps in any of the provincial languages ; in which, also, a
happy commencement will have been made to fix, as it were,
the just rendering of Scripture terms, and of phrases of me-
taphysical and grammatical difficulty.

In the present publication this service has becn, we think,
very auspiciously entered upon—and another added to the
many contributions, in this l