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,\ J.o, TIIP S11.ff,•ri119 ,,11,,imt>·, n tract fur Sinners, Orieinully addressed to a 
Sahhalh ~"lu·ul. lly the lt,·v. Jul111 l\lacdoualcl, A. M. la!t'. Mi11ister of the Scotch 
(;l<Ur,•h, !liver Terrace, lsliugtuu. The third E<.lition. EuhHgtd prire r; annas. 

Dec. lst, 18~0. G. C. HAY, 

Calcutta C!tristian Sc/tool Book Society. 

'f'ht' Committ1•e of the Calcutta Christian School Ilook Societ,· have 
much plt'as11l'e i11 announcing to the frit>ntls of Chri~tian E<l11c:itioi1, tl,at 
the,• :1rt' pn•part'cl to is,;ne the folloll'i11g School Looks from tl1~ir depu-
8itory, Nu. 99, Dharamtala. 

I, INSTRUCTOR, No. I. Enl!lish nnd Benccnli, price 2 anna•. 
I!. INSTnuc·,oa, No. 2, Oitto • <.litto, "nnnas. 
:-L l:s!--TllllCTOR, l\'o. :-L En!!li~h, 12 annas. 
4. 1~~TllUc1·0R, No. 4. Oitto,-1 rupee. 

Each nf th('~L' hooks c.·ono;;;ists of two part~. The first, lessons on general ~ubjects, and 
the seconct, lessons in Scripture History and Biography. 

5. PoPtical lnstrurto1· 1 J 1·upee. 
A collection uf pieces from the best English Poets, moral and religious. 
6. l\lcCnlloch':; course of Elemeutal'y ReaUiug in Science land Literature, 

Hs. 1-A. 
i. 1\lt:Culloch'~ F.ne-li..;h Gr~mmar, 1'2 a.nna...:.. 
8. Home's Manual of the EvidenC<'S of Christi,inity. 12 nnnBs, 
9. Letters on th,· Evideuces of Cilristianity, add1·essed to Hio<.lus. By Philale• 

thrs, 12 anon~. 
JO. Elements of Plane Geometry, based on Plnyfair's first six books oi 

Euclid-Chambers's Eduentional course, Rs. 1-8, full-bouncl. 
11. Solid and spherical Geometl·y an,l Conic sertioos-Cbamhers's Educational 

course. A lar!?e number of the two last "orks huve just beeu received, 
Rs. 1-B, full-bound. 

12, System of Arithmetic-in the press. 
13. A l\Iaoual of Geo2rnphy-in the press. 

All or<lers will be rereived anti atteiulctl to by the Society's Depositary, Mr. 
G. C. Hay, No. 99, Dharamtale., Calcutta. 

THE ASSEMBLY'S CATECHISM. 

New editioos of the Shorter nnd Larger Cnteddsms have just issued from the 
press :-the Shorter two ,·upees per dozen; the Larger three rupees per dozen. 
Apply to Mr. G. C. Ha11. 

The 1!11ion C!,apel Hy1111& Books in dilferent kinds of binding may be had of 
Mr. Ho.11. 

The New Poem in Bengali, being 110 account of the pil21·imnl!es of ooe who wa• 
onre a $anvasi but now a Christian: price 10 auna.. To be had of the puolisber of 
the Obsen·e~. 

C.AMPBE~L'~ BRITISH INDIA; By the Rev. W. Campbell, 
fo~medy M1ss10nary of the London Society at Bangalore; 
pnce Rs. 7, May be had on application to Messrs. Ostell 
and Co., at the Church Mission Press, and of Mr. G. C. Hay, 
99, Dharamtala. 



Esl,1blish,t1, J1111r lll32. 

TIIE CALC:l.i'!TA CIIIIISTIAN Oll~ERVEll. 

PUBLISHF.D ON THE FIRST OF EVERY MONTH, 

•.,• 1'he enli1·e profils arisi11g from /he sale of this Pub/ica/iun u;ill be det•oted ,.,, 
the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN TRACT AND BOOK SOCIKTY • 

This perioclicnl is both litrrnry nn,I reli~·ious, aud is particularly clesignecl to niil, 
the pro~n•...:s of education and Chrh,tiauity in tht> east. It has. been now e~tablbhecl• 
khove tight yea1·s, nn<l from the extensive circulation it has ubtainell. must be too· 
Wf'il known to 1·e4uirc a lenl!lhenetl ~t.ntement of its obje,·t, or the priuciples on 
which it is coniluctecl, It was orie;inally 11rojected solely with the view of doing 
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l.-Introductory Observations. 

Oun readers may have heard a story regarding a very brief 
address delivered by a Romish priest in the Emerald Isle. It 
was part of that gentleman's duty to in~truet his flock regard­
ing the acts and merits of his country's tutelary saint on the 
yearly recurrence of that saint's day. On one occasion however 
it fell out that the I 7th day of March came round before his 
reverence was ready for it. He therefore (so the sto1·y goes) 
entered the rostrnm, and addressed his auditors in the follow­
ing manner. "Dearly beloved, twelve months ago I told you 
all I knew regarding the ble,-sccl Saint Patrick ; since that 
time I have receiwd no tidings from his saiutship, but if I 
hear from him iu the course of the year I shall not fail to let 
you know." This was a display of much tact and wisdom; for 
few men, if any, can speak 01· write well repe,Ltedly on the same 
subject. Tyrant custom has imposed upon Poets-laureate 
and Editors the task of preseuting their several patrons 
with stated addresses: and if custom would allow, it were 
often much better were they to follow the example to which 
we have referred. This howeve1· may not be. 

But while we shrink from the m~cessary monotony of a. 
long New-year's add1·ess, it is not from want of matter, but 
rather from wea1·iness of the form. M attc1· we cannot lack, 
while we have so much cause of thankfulness to om· Lord and 
Saviou1· fo1· his having honoured us to enter upon another yea1· 
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in his service, so much cause of humble gratitude for the good 
that we may have been macle the instruments of effecting 
during the yC'ar that is past, so much cause to lament that 
through om· weakness and deficiency that good has not been 
a hundred-fold greater. Under God too we have much t'eason 
to return 0111· brst thanks to our contributot's and col're<1pon­
dents, and to our subscribers, fol' the rnluable aid they have 
sevcrnlly gi,·cn us. ,v e are happy to be able to say, that owr 
lists of contributors and of subscribers al'e each in an encourag­
ing state, and we trust they will go on gradually increasing. 

During the past yeal' some questions of deep and lasting 
interest have come before us ; and we ha,·e not shrunk from 
presenting our readers with those views in rC'gard to them 
which seemed most in accot'dance with Divine truth. This 
is the infallible guide in all questions of faith and practice:­
" To the law and to the testimony." 

If in om· application of Scriptural principles we have on any 
occasion come into collision with the allowed practices of any 
of our readers, we would say to such in the Spirit of Christian 
affection-It is not " 1Ve say" 01· " You say." Let not these 
words be heard between us. But rathe1· let us go directly to 
the word of God ; and let the style of our discourse be " f,Vhat 
readest thou ?-Thus it is written,-Thus saitli tlte Scripture." 
If our remarks on any occasion have induced any one to look 
more narrowly to his ways, and examine more narrowly his 
courses and his motives, we desire to give thanks aud praise 
to our heavenly Father, whose humble instruments it is our 
honom· to be. 

And now we go forward to the duties of another year, with 
renewed resolutions by Divine grace to hold on the even 
tenor of our way, to tum neithe1· to the right hand nor to the 
left for the fea1· or favour of man. It shall he our pleasant 
duty to lay before our reade1·s whatever we receive from God 
illustrative of His dealings with men ; whatever may cast light 
upon His word, and point out the fulfilment of His faithful 
promises ; whatever may render Christians more sensible of 
their high privileges and thei1· corresponding responsibilities, 
and foster aspirations afte1· mo1·e fervent piety ; whatsoever 
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may al'rest the attention of sinne1·s, and lead them to conside1· 
theil' state and charactel' hefol'e God ;-in short, whatsoever 
may give glol'y to God, and tend to the spiritual well-ueing 
of meu. 

We shall therefore watch with anxious inte1·est ove1· the 
progress of religion throughout the world, faithfully chroni­
cling, so fa1· as we can lrarn them, the movements which a1·e 
made by the Church uni\·ersal with the view of establishing 
the reign of trnth and rightenusness on the earth. But 
especially in this land, in which om· lot has been providentially 
cast, we shall carefully attend to all that the Lord does fol' the 
honou1· of His own name, both detailing facts and endeavoul'­
ing to elucidate principles in l'egarcl to the duty of Christians. 
In this pa1·t of Olli' work we trnst to the continued and iucreas­
ed assistance of ou1· Missionary brethren, and imite the aid of 
all who are in any way eugaged in efforts to extend the rule 
of the Messiah. 

\Ve shall be, as we have ever been, the unflinching advocates 
of Chri:.tian education, as a powerful engine put by God into 
om· hands for the pul'pose of demolishing the unclean fabric 
of heathen supe1·stition, and rearing in its place the stately 
strnctul'e of Christian faith and Ch1·istian practice. To all 
othe1· means of missionary operation also we shall constantly 
direct the attention of 0111· readers, and it shall eve1· ue om· 
endeavour to pl'oduce 0l' keep alive an intelligent intel'est in 
theil' minds regarding the prog1·ess of gospel truth. 

One neady new branch of most pleasing labour we mean to 
unde1·take, that of endeavouring to lead on to exalted piety 
out· deal' friends who have been brought out of heathenism 
to the knowledge an<l faith of the gospel. Being delivered 
from IJondage they are as men that dream. By representing 
their claims upon those who are entrusted with the ministry 
of the word, and by pointing out frequently in direct addresses 
to themselves thei1· peculiar duties and trials and temptations, 
-by speaking fo1· them and speaking to them-we trust to be 
honoured of God to contribute to their spiritual imprnvement 
and growth in grace.-Thei1· increasing nnmbel' evidently 
demands that such attention should be paid to them. 
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The customs ancl literature of the natives shall continue to 
recei\·c a large share of our attention, as subjects of rntional 
curiosity, and as possessi11g an important bearing on the state 
and prospects of the country. In the providence of God ,ve are 
about to be deprived for a season of one of our most valuable 
contributors on subjects of this nature*, and we trust that our 
other friends will exert themselves conespontlingly that our 
1·eaders may not he losers. 

We shall continue to maintain the same catholic principles 
which have heretofo1·e guided both omsclves and predeces­
sors, having alwnys a reference to measures uot men, and to 
the greatest good of the greatest 11umbe1· il'respective of caste, 
c1·eed or color. We shall, Guel helping us, k11ow mankind but 
as one family, an<l the chm·ch but as one bl'Othcrhood; and it 
shall be our endeavour not only that the watchmen, but the 
citizens of Zion may see eye to eye. 

The present, om readers will perceive, is the first number of 
a New Series of the Calcutta Christian Obsen·er. The Editors 
ha\·e been induced to adopt this new arrnngen1e11t from a 
variety of causes, but chiefly on account of the imperfect state 
of the former series, there not being one complete set, except 
any of our friends are more fo1tunate than ourselves in pos­
sessing the deficient numbers for which we have advertis­
ed in this number. It is impossible, having bl'Ought the past 
series to a close, not to experience feelings both of pleasure 
and pain :-pleasme i11 lookiug 011 the past, a11d marking 
what has been effected ; a11d pain when we remembe1· how 
many of those who have contributed to the pages of the 
Observer since its commencement are 110w numbered with the 
dead or scattered abroad in the earth. \Ve can say in the 
retl'Ollpect, 

·i< Our readet·s in general know that they have been indehtl'll for an 
immense stu1·e of information on the la11,;ua~es, literntu1·e and custom~ of 
this count,·y tu the Rev. \V. l\lorton (C11,sl'REr<s1s), who is about to pro­
ceed to Europe. Let us hope that he will soon rl'turn tu us, anti resume 
his station as one of our chief "0.-ientalist Contrillutors." Our p1·esent 
No. is t·c>markahly rich in contl'ihutiuns from the pen of 0111· lle\'ereuil 
frieuil, as we hope will be a.l~o the next. 
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This world is a pilgrimage state 
J\la1le np of sunshine a11d shade, 
Our friends are but here for a while, 
Then they haste to the wul"ld of the dead. 

5 

Aml now we commend ou1· readers to the grace of God, 
and ourselves and ou1· work to their prnyers. 

11.-Brief Account of the Santals. 

'l'o the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observel'. 
l\h:ssns. EnITons, 

Perhaps no people in Hindustan are more interesting, yet 
so little known to Europeans, as the Santals. Having twice 
visited this singular people, and collected some little informa­
tion regarding them, I thought the result of my investigations 
might not be uninte1·esti11g to the readers of yolll' valuable 
periodical. 

It is certainly a matter of interest that a people clai111ing to be 
the original proprieto1·s of the soil, should be scattered thrnugh-
011t the Mohur Bunge, and twenty-two other countries tribu­
tary to the Mohur Bunge raja. In every part of these coun­
tries thei1· villages are numerous, being interspersed with 
Oriya villages. In all probability their country is much more 
exknsive than we have yet ascertained, but i11 these places it 
is certain they are numerous. The villages I vi~ited were gene­
rally small, co11taining from 10 to 30 houses; but I am told 
that there are mauy that contain :WO or 300. If we can 
establish theii· identity with the Bhoomijas that a1;e scattel'ed 
throughout the same countries, and with the Coles of Chota 
Nagpoor and Sumbhulpol'e, we shall probably make them the 
most numerous class iu Hindustan. That the Bhoomijas are 
Coles tht•1·e cau be 110 dispute, as I have ascertained their 
language is precisely the same as that of the Coles of Sum­
bhulpore. It is trne the Santals use a ditfel'ent <lialect, but 
from thei1· similal'ity of manners and religion, oue cannot but 
believe they wel'e originally the same people. So far as my 
knowledge extends, all that may be said of the Santals, 
excepting their name and language, may be applied to the 
Bhoo111ijas and Coles. 

It is remarkable that though the Santals live among the 
Oriyas and daily transact business with them, they h,Lve a 
language peculiai· to themselves, so very different from the 
Oriya that scarcely a word can be under,;tood ; and though 
this language is not w1·itten, a Santai bus 110 difficulty in un-
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der!:tanding another of his own people who lives 100 miles 
di~taut. A,; they ha\·e 110 written language they have, of 
course, no books, (like the Ori~·as,) professing to give au ac­
count of theii· origin aud religiou, lrnt depend upon tht:ir 
traditioual accounts. I should suppose th1::i1· language to be 
different from auy eastern dialect that has ever come unde1· 
the observation of Europeans. I shall howe\·er gi re a speci­
men for the speculation of ;;uch of your readers as are bette1· 
aequainted with the languages of India than I am; and being 
unacquainted with the popular method of Romanizing, I shall 
give it in the Oriya character* :-ar, a house ; <la, watc1·; daka, 
boiled rice ; har, a man ; ne~ka, a child ; dare, a tree ; Qagan, 
a cow; buru, a mountain; tur;.i, the mustard plant; singala, 
fire; chadubukha, the sun or God; je111.i, to eat; giti-aba, to 
lie down; ju-scnamai, come hither. Thei1· language appears to 
be much softer than the Oriya, and to be spoken in more of a 
sing-song tone. At each \·illage I found a few who were able 
to speak a few words of broken Oriya, so as to answe1· the 
most of my inquiries; but the greater part unde1·stood nothing 
but their own language, iu which they were remarkably loqua­
cious. To my surprise they were able to converse with me 
much better than with my native preacher. This might proceed 
from disinclination to talk with Oriyas, against whom they 
h,we a great antipathy : 01· it may prnve, what I ha\'e often 
thought, that two foreigners can converse bette1· in a foreign 
language, with which both are acquainted, than in the native 
tongue of either. They farthe1· differ from the Oriyas in 
hal'ing no distinction of caste, but all t'at and drink together, 
and are of a common grade. The only things that appear to 
resemble this remarkable trait in Hindu sucictv, is that the 
man who is chosen as priest, on the <lay of sac1:ifice does not 
eat with the other people, though he does every other day; 
and also for the breach of certain rules, one is excluded from 
the whole community: but this is attended with banishment 
from the vill;ige. 'i'he appearance of their villages is so very 
peculiar, and one is such a fai1· specimen of the whole, 
that to any one arquainted with them, they are immediately 
distinguished from Oriya. l11 the common Hindu manner, the 
roofs of their houses are of grass ; but the walls, instead of 
being mud, consist of sticks or bushes placed in the grnund, 
sometimes plastered 011 the inside with mud, and sometimes 
on the outside. Some few of tl1e more wealthy ha\·e them 
plastered on both sides and washed with a white kind of ea1·th, 
also covered with the representation of a vegetable that I took 

• As scarcely any of our readers arc nble to read the Oriya character, we 
hove Romanized these words for our correspoodeot.--Ev. 



1840.] Brief Account of tl,e Santali. 7 

for rice. This was executed with a great degree of neatness. 
On the walls of one house I saw an ordinary figure of what 
they told me was a man 011 horseback, but as I stood viewing 
it with some interest, a person came and rubbed it out. Of 
many houses the walls were unplastered, leaving the interior 
exposed through the large spaces hetween the sticks. 

The buildings are not so compact as is usual among the 
Hindus, a small firld or garden being attached to each, 
enclosl'd not with green hedgcs, as is universal among Oriyas, 
but with a fence consisti1w of stakes piaced in the ground, 
upon which is laid a pole° in a horizontal direction. This 
one circum,-tance is so very peculiar, that it is enough to 
distingui~h a Santai village from any other. lVithin theit· 
enclosures tlwy cultivate a species of the Indian corn, mustard 
plant, castor oil tree, chassa and various kinds of roots, which 
with jungle fruits and wild honey are said to compose theit· 
food. 'l'hey use but vet·y little rice. 

Their implements of husbandry and furnitme are much the 
same as are common in India, except a singular kind of cart, 
the wheels of which at·e solid piPces of wood, about three feet in 
diameter. These are more clu1m:y than the common gari, 
but we were told they are prcfernblc in the jungle, where they 
have no roads. Though theil' household furniture is not so good 
as that of the Oriyas, they certainly excel them in their man­
ner of sleeping; for while the Ol'iyas are content with a coarse 
mat, upon the ground, the Santals have a neat cot, about two 
feet high and sufficiently large for a person comfortably to t·e­
post>, the frame of which is woven with grass rope. They have 
also chairs of the same kind, which with the exct>ption of being 
without a back, at·e nearly as comfortable as English chairs. 
,v hen we entered a ,·ill age they often handed us these chairs 
to sit upon-an act of hospitality seldom practised by Oriyas. 

The women appeat· to be the ouly labourers about the house, 
and 1 think it is very seldom they accompany their husbands 
to the field ot· to the market. Those l saw were busily en­
gaged in pounding various kinds of vegetables in the common 
dinky, or in a large mortar about three feet high, hol<ling a pon­
derous pestle headed with iron and about fou1· feet long in one 
hand, and in the other a piece of bamboo that they used in 
stin·ing the mortar. Though this appeared a ve1·y laborious 
exertion, yet l saw many who laboured at it the whole day 
without any appearance of fatigue. The few men who were 
seated arnund were engaged in social chat, or in beating a drum 
made of earthenwat·e, about tht·ee feet in length, and at the large 
end about a foot and half in diameter, tapering to about a foot 
at the small end. This was secured against the danger of 
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breaking by le:-ithern strnps woven over its surface. The heads 
were of goat skin, and cun~rcd with hard mud. This is far 
superior to the Oriya drnm hoth in workmanship and sound, 
and far excec•ds for 11ea\nrs~ ,111y thing else I have seen among 
them. Seeing thP me11 thu,: dallying away their time in sport, 
I inq11i1·rcl if the women clid all the work ? They replied they 
were the old and feeble of the village, who were left to keep 
watch, "Iii le all t.he rest had gone either to the fields or to 
market with loads of wood or wild honey. 

Hunting- appears to be a favourite amusement among them, 
for which purpost~ thPy have a how and string both made of 
bamboo, with arrows pointed with iron ; with these they told 
us they kill the deer which are very abundant in the Mohu1· 
Il11nge: also various kinds of jungle birds which they eat. 
'\Vith these weapons, they sometimes kill the tige1· and bear, 
whose fle~h they do not hesitate to eat. They are eve1·y whe1·e 
celebrnted as being very clever sportsmen. At one village I 
r~qu£'stcd a man to show me how this weapon was used, when 
he called his son, a lad M about twelve years, whom he bade 
shoot at a mark, at which the little fellow showed himself ve1·y 
expert. But music is the most favourite amusement with both 
men and women. They often meet around a large fire in the 
ceutre of the village, aud speud the nif{ht in beating the drum, 
singing songs, which the soug-ster composes as he siugs, 
dancing a11d eh-inking spirits. \Vhe11 asked to give a speci111en 
of their songs, th£'y replied that a song would not cou1e with­
out first getting drunk ! 

The dress of the Sautals consists of a piece of cloth wrap­
ped round the loins, like that worn by Oriyas, but f;{enerally 
smaller. l\Iost of the men and niany of the females wea1· 
110 upper garmeut, thus leaving all above the loins quite 
naked. The females who W!'ar the upper garment ai·e not 
at all carrful to covet" the breast. Perhaps th~i1· 01·na111ents 
should be considered under the head of dress, as thev conside1· 
them quite as requisite as clothing. They wear a ~mall ring 
of brass in the car, and some of the women wear one 011 each 
wrist; but they are quite free from those ponderous loads of 
metal of which Hindu females ai-e so fond. Both men and 
women wea1· a red or ivory-white necklace, and frequently 
both. This necklace is so peculiar to all the Santals, Bl100-
mijas and Coles, that they may be distinguished by it from any 
other race of Hindus. 

The complexio11 of this people is nearly or quite as dark as 
that of the African, and they have no11e of that variety of shade 
that is seen amo11g all othe1· Hindus. By the most careful ouse1·­
vation I was -unaule to perceive the least difference of colou1· 
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amongst hundrPcls. They have mo,·e of the Hindu than the 
African features, though quite destitute of that sly and flat­
tering look so characteri;.tic of Hindus; and theii· uniformity 
of colour is one evidence that they were originally of the same 
stock, a11d not a mixed race like other Hindus. They are quite 
U\'erse to flattery, and el'en among the Oriyas they are pro­
verbial fol" speaking- the trnth. I have heard this remarked 
by Oriyas from every part of the country. When I told some 
of them I had heard of this trait in their cha.-acters, and for 
that reason had a great desire to see them, as those who spoke 
the truth obeved one of the commands of God contained in 
my holy hook, they replied, that the Oriyas told twelve lies 
to en''T ,ror<l of truth, but it was against the custom of the 
Santals to lie. It will appear from one circumstance that, like 
all Hindus. they co11side1· the right hand more honorable 
than the il'ft. At one oi the ,·illages I sought fric11dship with 
a child hy offering it pice, which it attempted to take in the 
left hand, but W,LS severely reproved by the mother, who ui<l 
it extend the right. The \l'ome11J1ave none of that squea1uish 
custom of hidi11g the face when they p,tss 111e11, lrnt like the 
men preserve an open, Lloid and u11assu111i11g countenance. 
ludeed it would seem that oftentinws they surpass the men 
in courage, for when we e11tered a village they were usually 
the first to recei\·e us, while the men either flecl into the 
jungle, 01· shut themselves up in their houses. But prnbably 
they were fearful we had come to force them to bear burdens, 
or to extort something from them, according to the custom 
of their rulers, who are said to oppress them uy such means 
beyond endurance. 

It was seldom that I found any who were inclined to enter 
into conversatiou, and it appeared evident they placed but 
little confidence in what was said to them ; but this is not 
surprising, when we consider how they have been deceived and 
imposed upon by the Oriyas. It is therefore to be expected, 
that until they become acquainted with one's real character, 
they will be very reserved and suspicious. 

:Feeling-a little curious to know how they were esteemed by'. 
thei1· Oriya neighbours, I several times made the inquil"y, 
and was i11variably told, the Santals were a very had people, 
because they took animal life, eat the flesh of cows, and did 
uot reverence the brahmins : no one accused them of any 
thing worse, and all bore testimony to their remarkable prn­
pensity for speaking the trnth. 

Marriage contracts among the Santals are not made by the 
parents, but by the parties themselves, about the age of 16 
or 17. The you11g man usually gives a present tu the girl's 
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father, either of a yoke of bullocks, a cow, or something of 
the kind. 'fhe whole expense of the ceremony, I was told by 
an old man, does not exceed 20 rupees, a part of which is 
spent in feasting the friends of the bride and bl'idegroom. 
When all things are ready and the proper signal has been 
given, the bridegroom arises and puts some red paint upon 
the forehead of the bride, whereby he seals her as his own. 
He then immediately takes to his heels, and the whole com­
pany after him, with great speed, and if overtaken he is 
severely beaten ; but if he shews himself fleeter than all hh1 
pursuers, he gains much applause. I was told that it is no 
uucommon thing for parties wishing to marry, and unable to 
bear the accustomed expense, to flee to a neighbouring village 
and marry themselves. 'fhese marriages are conside1·ed valid, 
but not so honourable as though they had been performed 
according to the established custom. They have no preju­
dice against the second marl'iages of females, on which ac­
count their community is quite free from prostitutes. It is a 
co1111uo11 custom for the brothe1· of the deceased to marry the 
widow. Polygamy is sometimes prnctised, though cases of 
the kind are not common. 

They have a singular custom in sealing bargains with each 
other, which is done by one of the men breaking off the branch 
of a tree and laying it upon the ground, while both declare 
that it shall be witness to tlwir faithfulness. This reminds 
one of the patriarch,,l age, when a heap of ston€s or some 
such monument wa!; prepared to seal treaties. If a man is once 
guilty of breaking an obligation, the whole community rise up 
against him, and expel him from the village. 

They usually give thei1· testimony in courts of justice by 
swearing by the sun, but I have also heard that they often 
hol<l cowdung in the hand, as the Hindus hold the mahapra­
sad; for what reason· I am unable to tell, for I neve1· could 
learn that they considerecl it holy. 

When a person dies his body is burned in the common 
Hindu manner, afte1· which some of the bones are put into 
a handy, and at a particular time of the yea1· the nea1·est 1·elative 
of the deceased must cany it and throw it into the Ganges. 
lf any one lets the proper season pass without doing this service 
in honour of the deceased friend, he is expelled from the com­
munity, and obliged to flee from the village. This appears to 
be the ouly pilgrimage the Santals eve1· make. 

It is a matter of g1·eat interest that though the Santals have 
been for ages surrounded by thei1· mo1·e powerful 11eighbou1·s, 
yet they have never embraced the Brahminical system of 
religion. They do not acknowledge a plurality of gods, and Me 
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even quite ignorant of the most noted naml"s that compose the 
Hindu pantheon, such as Jagannath, Mahadev, &c. Neither 
have the va1·ious Hindu ceremonies, such as bathing, marking 
the forehead and nose, and \·isiting holy shl'ines, eve1· been 
admitted into thei1· theolog-y. 'fhei1· principal object of 
worship is the sun, which they believe to be eithe1· God, or 
his brightest image. I was not able to learn that their language 
contained any other name to express the Supreme Being 
except that which they apply to the sun. In the vicinity of 
each village is seen a kind of frame, consisting of fom· stakes 
about five feet long placed in the ground, upon the top of 
which lie three poles, thus leaving one end open. In the 
centre of this enclosure, which is about eight feet-square, stands 
a pole, at the top of which is attached a piece of wood movable 
at the centre upon a pivot. Upon this piece of wood I ,vas 
informed they pour the blood of their sacl'ifices, which are 
performed in the following manner. A man from their number 
is chosen as Joihem, or priest, who cuts off the head of either 
a fowl, goat or sheep, and then pours the blood upon the piece 
of wood mentioned above, at the same time invoking the sun 
on behalf of all the people, that they may be preserved from 
wild beasts of prey, that they may be delivered from all 
enemies, have good crnps, -and find salvation afte1· death. 

This religious service is performed about once a month. 
Such is the paucity of thei1· ceremonies, that one would almost 
think their 1·eligion the first species of idolatry. Indeed this 
kind of worship can boast of great antiquity. Some eminent 
divines are of opinion that the sun was that which was wor­
shipped by the Phcenicians under the name of Baal; by the 
Moabites under the name of Chemosh; by the Amorites 
under that of Moloch ; and by the Israelites unde1· that of Baal 
and the host of heaven. It was for this kind of worship 
that Moses rebuked the people in Deut. iv. 19. "And lest 
thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the 
sun, and the moon, and the sta1·s, even all the host of heaven, 
shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, which 
the Lord thy God hath divided unto all nations unde1· the 
whole heaven." Sacrifices also appear to have been reganled 
by almost all nations from the most ancient times, as the best 
means of appeasing an offended Deity ; and although the learned 
diffe1· in opinion in rega1·d to their origin, some supposing they 
we1·e merely idolatrnus inventions, others that they were first 
instituted by God himself, and some that they originated in 
the natural sentiments of the human heal't, it is certain they 
are noticed at a very early date in the sac1·ed writings, and 
that such expiations appea1· mo1·e like the religion of nature 

C 2 



12 Brief Account of the Santals. 

than any other. In all probability thet·e is scarcely a tribe to 
be found in the WOl'ld, who are not in the habit of shedding 
blood for the remission of sins. 

Before I dose this account of these interesting, though 
oppressed and ignorant peoplr, I must advert to some of the 
feelings with which I ha\'e been deeply impressed ever since I 
accidentally frll in with them, which has been about one year. 
Often has tlw inquiry sng-gested itself to n1y mind, how are 
they to lw 1Jro1111:ht under the benign influence of the Gospel 
of Jesu,:; Christ? To spend time in searching into the charac­
ters and condition of a strnnge people, with no fat·ther view 
than to gratify curiosity, would be only vain amusement, and 
unworthy the characte1· of a minister of Christ. But whenevet· 
we think of their conrersion to 0111· holy religion innumerable 
obstacles present themselves. It would be folly to suppose 
that any heathen people like the Santals would be without 
theit· prejudices against a holy religion. Their almost entire 
unactptaintance with Europeans, and the unfavourable descrip­
tions that they hear of us from the Oriyas, must naturally have 
the tendency to excite thei1· suspicions, and cause them to 
avoid the Missionary as much as possible. 

In travelling in this country a Missionary must take Oriya 
servants, of whom every man is a robber. I recollect, at the 
first village where I pitched my tent, overhearing one of my 
own serntuts use my name in order to get something for his 
own U!>e, from the first man who became bold enough to 
come nca1· us. This one circumstance of being o!Jliged to 
be followed by such men threatens in no trifling mannet· to 
keep the Santai~ i,gnorant of out· real characters. 'fhough 
clestitute of the lrnnds of c,tste, yet like all other people, they 
ham its essence, and probably he who should profess Christi­
anity would be excluded from their society, as much as among 
Oriyas. • 

This destitution of the ~hackles of Hinduism indeed pro­
mises great adrnntage;;, and who C,lll say that they may not 
prove as teachable ,ts the Kmens of Burmah, or the inhabi­
tants of the Sandwich Islands? 

The p1-incipal vice to which they are addicted is drunken­
ness. They distil a kind of spirit themselves from rice, 
which they are said to drink in great quantities. Another 
obstacle in the way of bringing them under the influence of 
the Go;;pel, is their scattered population, throughout more 
than one half of Orissa. Theil- villages are also remote, in 
the drnse jungle, where at some sea!>ons of the year the 
Missionary could not live. He might however find a village of 
·200 01· 30U houses, surrounded by smalle1· ones, where he would 
have a delightfully pleasant aml healthy country dui-ing the 
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cold and hot seasons, though in the rnini;, he would be obliged 
to come in to Balasol'e, only one day's ride on horseback. 

But one of the g'l't'atest obstacles is that their langnage is not 
written, though this perhaps might bt> found an advantage, as it 
prei·t>nts an acquaintance with the falsehoods ancl impurities 
of H indn mythology. 'J'heir religious• terms must of course 
be few in number; and as their connexion with Oriyas is all in 
a wol'ldly capacity, they are so entirely ignorant of those te1·ms 
we usually employ in religious conversation, that it was almost 
impos~ihle to make them unde1·sta11d when I departed from the 
common bazar chat to communicate the trnths of the Gospel. 

It appears ,·ery evident to me that one who would be useful 
to the Santals should, like our blessed Saviour, live amongst 
them, and be able to speak their language. • A plan like that 
mentioned above, of residing near one of thei1· largest village 
six or eight months during the year, appears to be the only 
plan that will bea1· investigation. 

I have ah·eady trespassed too long upon the patience of 
yolll' readers, and must close by rfquesting that earnest prayer 
may be made by all in behalf of these benighted, neglected 
and yet promising sons of India. 

Balasore, Dec. J 'i.th, 1839. Yours trnlv, 
ELI NOYES. 

[Our attention had been pre,·iously 1li1·ecte1l to the Santals by the 
following notices of this interesting trilie, which we lately met with in 
the sixth volume of the Transactions of that useful Institution, the 
Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India. 

It appeal"s that some time ago :\h-. Laidlay had sent to Dr. Anderson 
some specimens of cotton grown by the Santals, whom he describes as 
inhabiting the hill;; to the N. \\'. of the Birbhum district; and in acknow­
ledging the 1·eceipt Dr. Anderson write~:-

" I shall do my utmost to direct the attention of the Society to the improvement of 
the agriculture of the Santai,. and shall in my next letter to the Secretary to the 
Agricultural Society of Calcutta, apply for seecls of the two varieties of Indian corn 
mentioned l,y you. The very original nature of their religion, manne1s ancl customs; 
their truth, simplicity and partiality for Erqlishmen; induce me to believe that the 
seeds not only of social but of mental improvement would be eagerly received by 
them, and would meet with but few weecls to obstruct their luxuriant growth. I am 
surprised th,,t uo Jli.ssio,wty has ever taf,en tlie troul,le to learn their language, and 
devote himself to their spiritual improvement. He u;ould find them much less bigntted 
than the Bengitlis, and I am certa;n u:01tld :;oon produce tlie fruit$ of righteousue$i." 

In reply l\1r. Laidlay writes: -
" These people (the Santals] are very simple, it would appear, in their habits; 

and I have heard tl,e Bengalis frequently speak of their veracity with applause. Their 
language is of course very circumscribed, which I should imagine to be a considerable 
impediment to their instruction. The ~ditor of the Reforme,• newspaper, who was 
some time Dewan of tl,is Filature, and amused himself by making a vocabulary of 
their language, tohl me that it consisted of only a few hundred words." 

We feel happy in placing these gl"atifying notices regarding the San­
tals in juxtaposition with those of oul· correspondent, as so far confirma­
tory of his statements, and as likely to promote his benevolent object­
their speedy e\',111gelization, both 1,y directing to them the attention of 
other Missionaries, and by indicating where important facilities in the 
prosecution of their views may lie found.-E».] 
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III.-Notice of New Works in Sanskrit Verse. 

1. ~r?f<'{'(l~'if!l''i'l'tfil' ~lw,f-r, ifc. or the Psalms of David, faith­
fully rendered ji·om the original Hebrew into Sanskrit Verse. 
By the Calcutta Baptist Missionaries with Native assistants. 
Calcutta: Baptist Mission Press, 1839, pp. 294, I 2mo. 

2. '11''!J~qT. A Sketclt of the Argument for Christianity, and 
against Hinduism, in Sanskrit Verse. By J. Muir, Esq. 
B. C. S. Calcutta: Bishop's College P1·es~, lb39, pp. 54. 

3. ,n,:JitT'<l'iflll~tl f'!JJ'f.lo;(~.'i'if I i. e, A Discovery of the True 
Way of obtaining pardon for sin. No author's or printer's 
name, date, &c. 

These three works have heen for some time on ou1· table, 
and it is with regret we have hitherto been compelled by the 
pressure of various occupations to defe1· a notice of them. Even 
now we must confine our remarks upon them within much nar­
rower limits than it was as well our desire as onr intention 
they should extend to. We have al ways been of opinion, that 
the learned language of Hindustan has been too much neg­
lected by the comluctors of YI issionary operations in this coun­
try. Its great antiquity-its high degree of refinement and very 
philosophical structure-the reverence in which it is held by 
the natives of the country as the very language ot the gods-its 
actual impm·tance as co11tai11ing the poetry, science, philosophy, 
in short, the entire literature of a very large proportion of the 
population of the East, of one of the most ancient sections 
of mankind-the fact that it forms the only universally known 
medium of communication with the learned among the Hin­
dus of the present day, throughout the vast exteut of Hindus­
tan-all mark it out as deserving of, and demanding, at once 
respect and cultivation. But besides that it is the treasury 
from which all our real and accurate acquaintance with the 
united cosmogony, philosophy and theology of Hinduism is 
and must be drawn, we, from large observation and long ex­
perience hold it as an axiom, that the provincial vernaculars 
cannot be fully acquired and accmately undel'stood without 
some tolerable knowledge of Sanskrit. On this however we 
cannot now enter, though we venture fearlessly to assert our 
unwavering conviction upon this point. Yet a1·e we by no 
means prepared to go the whole length, with Mr. Muir, of 
asserting that the adoption of Sanskrit as a vehicle for the 
communication, thrnughout India, of Christian truth, " must 
be a scheme above all others effective." 

We are not prepared to say what may be the disposition 
among the learned natives of the Upper Provinces, to receive 
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with candour and peruse with attention, Christian works, com­
posed in tht>it· own revel'e<l Sans½rit. We deeply ~ewail as 
an indisputable fact, howe\·e1·, that III the Lower Prnvmces the 
apathy of almost the whole class of pan<lits, is extreme ; whilst 
thei1· contempt of all foreign instrnction is great in inverse 
prnpo1·tion to the very small amount of real proficiency, even 
in their owu rnunted liternture, usually attained. Scarcely 
one in a thousand would care to give even a slight perusal, we 
fear, to such works as Ml'. Muir advocates. Nm·, we think, 
will this isolated class of the Hindu population be emancipated 
from the darkuess of moral error, or the dominion of spil'itual 
pride and liternry arrngance, until the vernaculars shall have 
been extensively cultivated, and they in self-defence driven to 
their adoption. 

Mr. Muil' is and has long been a very zealous advocate for 
the cultivation and employment of the sac1·ed language of In­
dia, by Christian Missionaries and others anxious for the prn­
pagation of our divine faith. He looks of cou1·se to the learn­
ed. Now, while we are by no means disposed to echo the 
absurd shibboleth of the decriel's of human learning, who too 
often, injuriously as ignorantly, quote St. Paul's" not many 
wise, not many learned," in justification of a procedlll'e which 
•bis own conduct prnves it neve1· was his principle to adopt;­
still we think that to direct to,val'ds the literate pol'tion of any 
population in any country of the world, the chief bent of chris­
tiau effort, is a colll'se that cannot be justified by an appeal eithe1· 
to a priori l'easoning in this matter, to the voice of Scriptul'e, 
or to the testimony of historical experience. On the other 
hand we do think, that the learned (or, if you please, at least 
the quasi learned, as many deem the mass of the pandits of 
India) have been too much overlooked. " I," said the great 
apostle before 11amed, " am made all things to all men." To 
accommodate himself to the pl'edilections, the tastes, nay even 
to the prejudices of those he would benefit, is a dictate of ordi­
nary prndential wisdom, which no philanthropist, no chl'istian 
philanthrnpist especially, can p1·opel'ly or safely disl'egard. Mr. 
~uir has therefore done good service iu the common cause, by 
his frequent appeals to om Missionaries and their friends on 
this matter. And happily he has followed up his principles 
in his own example. In the second and third of the wol'ks 
whose titles form the heading to these remarks, he has farnured 
the public with no insignificant attestation both to his zeal 
and ability in this line of Christian litemry effort. In a 
short preface, he modestly prnfesses to have endeavoured 
merely "to follow (baud passibus requis) the example which 
has been set by the Rev. D1·. Mill in his ' Chri~h~a Sangi'.ta,' 
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of moulding the instrllction intended for the learned of India 
into a form cougenial to theil' national models. A sketch, 
therefol'e, of the arg-11111ent is all that has been attempted." 
'l'he al'gument of his tract is treated in fi\·e seclions-on the 
Being and Character of God-the need of Divine teaching or 
necessity of a Revelation-a statement of the marks or tests 
of a genuine Revelation-some specified prnofs of Christia­
nity as a revelation from God-closing with an examination 
of Hinduism, and the prnof of its human origination. The 
work is confessedly, " a mere sketch :" of course, therefore, it 
touches the various subjects thus arrangetl but briefly. The 
whole number of sltlokas, 01· couplets, composed in the ordina­
ry poetic measure (analogous to om· hernic verse) employed in 
nati\·e works, is 413; of these the five sections contain se­
verally 34, 15, 38, 104, and 190; besides J3 and 19 in two 
several supplements to the 5th section. There are, in addi­
tion, five couplets quoted from the Bhagarnt and nine from the 
Paclma Puran. 

The verse, we think, is well constructed and on the whole a 
creditable specimen of the writer's attainments. The argument 
is managed in the way of dialogue (afte1· the pattern of the 
Chri~hia Saugita) between a disciple and his spil'itual teacher, 
or guru; and certainly is so conducted as fully to exemplify .. 
the quotation from Manu which serv<'s as one of the mottos 
prefixed to the work ; whose meaning may be thus expressed­
" to teach or prescribe to oth<'rs the way of duty, solely with a 
,·iew to their adrnnta~c, is one of the best deeds a mortal can 
pel'form-but then, If he would earn for himself the praise of 
benevolence, his speech must ever be modest, gentle and en­
gaging." The very limited space allmred himself has of colll'se 
precluded the excellent autho1· from any thing like detailed 
1·easoning-yet has he contrived to throw into a small compass 
many valuable ideas, calculated at once to refute error and 
elucidate truth. 'l'o specify would be superfluous where there 
is nothing new or uncommon ; to point out minor defects 
would be invidious and useless. We heartily wish our excel­
Jent fello,v-helpe1· may find some able imitator, who may fol­
low up, to use his own language, " with a more detailed state­
ment," the ,\l'gument of this unpretending but very meritorious 
" sketch." 

2. lu the 3rd of the articles we proposed to notice, under­
stood, though not so stated, to be also the work of Mr. Muir, 
we have 64 Sanskrit sltlokas, or couplets, in the same measure 
as the preceding: and in the same form of dialogue, upon the 
"True Way of obtaining the forgiveness of sin''-in other words 
upon the Christian Do~trine of Atonement, In answe1· to the 
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inqumes of the disciple, the guru or spiritual teacher­
lst, shews the inutility of seeking forgiveness thl'ough pil­
grimages to holy places, bathing in the Ganges, &c. 

2ndly. Expounds the doctrine of the Christian sacrifice of 
atonement. 

3rdly. Exhibits the Holy Spirit as the authot· of sanctifka­
tion, and asse1·ts a Trinity of the Divine Unity. 

4thly. 'fells of the nature of the Ch1·istian heaven, its 
purity and bliss. • 

5thly. And, lastly, declares the excellent moral and religi­
ous charnctet· of real Christian believers. 

The Sanski-it Verses are followed by a Hindi pl'Ose version 
of their argument: an excellent security fm rende1·ing the 
tract doubly available, both to the learned and unlearned, the 
brahmin and the sudra. Of the me1·it of this little wo1·k we 
may quote, fully adopting it as our own, the judgment of one 
of the examiners of the Calcutta Religious Tract Society, who 
writes-" But little is said on each subject, yet it is all to the 
point. If the interp1·etation at the end were in Bengali instead 
of Hindi, it would be bette1· for this part of the country." The 
sugge:.tion, it is believed, will be acted upon, and the verses re­
priuted with a Bengali ve1·sion and of course in the Bengali 
characte1·. Few pandits in Bengal read or write the Nagari 
character with facility. 

3. We now come, lastly, to the notice of the first in orde1· 
of the series in ou1· heading, namely, the Sanskrit Metrical 
Version of the Psalms of David. 

Whateve1· the extent to which the learned might be in­
duced to study our holy religion, if presented to them in 
their almost idolized Sanskrit-although in truth we are not 
very sanguine upon this point-it will sm·ely be cleemetl no 
unimportant matter to ha\·e our sacred books invested with so 
venerable a human exterior; not merely as affo1·diug at least the 
means of gaining access, if it may be so, to the minds of that 
superstitious class the brahmins, who affect to look with dis­
dain on sac1·ed lessons conveyed thrnugh any of the vernacular 
media-but chiefly, perhaps, as tending to furnish a standard, to 
a certain extent, fot· ulterior t1·anslations into these latter. Of 
the Bengali,for instance, the purest,possibly,ofall the derivative 
dialects of the Sanskl"it, we assert with confidence, that from 
that parent soUl'ce must be brought the means of its improve­
ment an<l efficiency to all the purposes of an extended literature 
and moral instruction. 'fhe Sanskrit vocabulary alone can fur­
nish an adequate supply of terms to express the daily multiply­
ing ideas which the necessities of advancing civilization and 
education demand to be enunciated; the derivation is natural, 
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18 .Notice of New Works in Sanskrit Verse. 

easy aml elegant, the deri\'atives at once euphonous and pre­
cise-and we should most deeply deplore the disfiguring of a 
philosophical, neat and vigorous dialt>ct by the admixture of a 
mass of uncongenial exotics, as barbarous as they a1·e wanton 
because unnecessary. \Ve deem the Calcutta Baptist Mission­
mies, therefore, to bt' doing good se1·vice to the cause of ve1·-
11acular Biblical translation, in thus laying the foundation of 
a San;;krit Version-in which a much closer, amountin~ almost 
to a literal, rendering may be attained, than is weli' possible 
perhaps in any of the provincial languages; in which, also, a 
happy commencement will have been made to fix, as it were, 
the just reudei-ing of Scripture tenns, autl of phrases of me­
taphysical ancl grammatical difficulty. 

In the present publication this service has been, we think, 
very auspiciously entered upon-and another adde<l to the 
many contributions, in this line of liternry Missio1wry labour, 
to the cause of trnth and bene\'olence which it has been the 
distinguished privilege of that zealous body to lllake. 

"\,Ve have collated not a few of the Psalms in this Metrical 
version with the Bengali Prnse one of the same translato1·s­
and have been astouished at the closeness uf their coincidence. 
With unimportant exceptions, the words are the very same 
throughout, save where the measure of the verse in the Sanskrit 
necessitated a various rendering. lV e consider this fact a corro­
borntion of om· predous remarks on one great, if not the chief, 
ad\'antage to be derived from a version of the Sacred Scriptmes 
into the learned language of Hinilust,rn. 

In an English advertisement prefixed to a portion of the 
impression, the translators ~ive a useful intimation, with speci­
mens, of the poetical measures employed: together with some 
interesting details tending to obviate an objection very likely to 
present itself to the mind of a mere occidental scholar, to the 
employmeut of a met1·ical dress, as too little strict and lite1·al for 
a ve1·sion of the word of God. Thev shew, with much clearness, 
the objection to hare no support i1{ fact; from the extraordinary 
amount of synonymous terms found in the Vocabulary of the San­
skrit, with the wonderful facilitv of derivation, coalescence and 
composition which it possesse;, far beyond e\'en the Greek in 
all those respects. And they succet-sfully, we think, maintain 
that those portions of holy writ which are poetic in thei1· ol'i­
ginal Hebrew, for instance, may with special propriety be 
clothed in llletrical langua!!,"e iu a t.rnnslatim1-further recom­
mendecl, in regard to a Sanskrit Version, by the nati,·e fontlness 
for poetry, and by the fact that almost tl11• whole of their own 
theology, as well as thei.- science i11 general, is in verse. 

\Ve, from carefu I perusal, can testify to the pe.-fect conect­
ness of tht: a~sertiou-that " this work" is, what it " pro-
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of opinion both as to the sense to be conveyed in many in­
stances, and to the cha11nel of conveyance iu many more: but 
\'erbal exceptions would ltere, to any extent, be out of place; 
and, unless on a full statement of the grounds of exception, in 
any case invidious and unfair. To suppose the present trans­
lators mn!f have failed in detail, however conect in genernl 
principle and rules of procedure, is only to assert them not 
to be infallible, 01· tl1t·i1· task to have been almost infinitely 
less arduous than it has been. We do not, however, hesitate 
to declare the very high satisfaction aud even delight with 
which we have gone over a considerable portion of this vo­
lume-we think it immeasurably easier of intelligence, even 
to one possessing but a moderate acquaintance with Sanskrit, 
than the Bengali one of the same translators,-a superiority 
chiefly owing to the conciseness of the vet·se, the facility of 
composition, and the greatly less diffusive charncter of the 
parent than of the de1·ivative idiolll, 

We do not, in our own view, depa1·t from the consistency 
of the above remarks in simply calling the attention of the 
able and candid translators to a few instances, by way of 
specimen, of some of those lesser conections which might, we 
think, be advantageously made in a subsequent edition, in­
dependently of more important emendations in the sense or 
expression. 

E. G. Is not ~lll in the second line of v. 12 of the 2nd 
Psalm, unidiomatic and an interpolation ? Again-i11 the last 
line of Ps. iii. the two clauses of the original are, with a neg­
lect of liternlity, blended into one, to effect which the pro­
noun " thy" also is omitted. 

In Ps. xix. v. 2, the nominative to " utte1·eth" is altered 
from " day" to "heavens ;" au<l instead of" day unto day" this 
version renders it-" the heaven daily utte1·eth, &c." In v. 3, 
one of the nominatives;" language,'' is thrown out. In v. 5, 
11'• <11• 11"'5 i. e. to gain the vict01·y, or be the winner in a game 
or of a wager, is scarcely accurate enough. No1· do we think 
'OSJ-11fil " royal ordinances'' in v. 9, expresses the prope1· inten­
tion of c•10clllo " judgments." Again, in Ps. xxiii. can the ren­
dering of its third line-" He, by the vii-tue of his own name, 
changing my mind," conectly or adequately express the sense 
of the original 101ll ~~-" for his name's sake bringing back my 
soul," i. e. my life, a periphrasis for me, myself? or is " royal 
staff" or sceptre, the proper rendering fot· the " rod" or crook 
of a shepherd? In v. 9 of Ps. xxxvii. it is scarcely accordant, 
we think, with the tmth of the original to promise that " all 
they (who wait on the Lord) shall become kings," ~mm<111:. 
Inv. 27 of the same, there is an addition of two words " in a 
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good l.tnd ot· countt·y,'' made to " dwell for e,•ern10re ;" while 
in \'. 29, both tltese mistakes meet together: " all the righteous 
shall be kings, they shall all dwell continually in a happy 
land." 

In Ps. xiv. v. 7, line 2nd, the first o•:i':11 " God," is omitted; 
which, whethet· you view it as nominative or vocative, is of no 
small moment in the theolo~ical exegesis of the passage. 

In Ps. ciii. v. 3, we object to the rendering of r,',0 :, " for­
giveth," by 'iJJ8H111if "destroys thy sins," for, say, 'iJIIT ilibfff. This 
is not only an unnecessary de\'iation from liternlity, but an 
indulgence to native notions in this all-important matter. 

lu v. 18, \lllf: is surely a more than doubtful rendering of 
"salvation"-it is rathet· a literal ve1·sion of the English 
" l'ighteousness" than a conect translation of the original 
,n;,.,ir "his delivernnce." 

These may be deemed exceptions of smaller moment to the 
general accmacy of the metl'ical version of the Psalms of David. 
But for that very reason they might the more readily have been 
avoided, and may now the more easily he remedied. No measure 
of literal accmacy that is attainable, in a version of any part of 
the Holy Scriptures, should be dis1·egarded. We think it highly 
advantageous, too, that many pairs of eyes and many minds be 
exercised on a work of such large importance and peculiar 
nicety. At the same time that we l>y no means pretend to any 
pel'sonal qualification to execute what is confessedly so dif­
ficult, we yet deem it ncithel' pl'esumptuous nor unkind thus 
to draw the attention of the able translators themselves, to at 
least those lesset· defects that men of very much smallet· 
abilities may discover in what is yet so generally excellent. 
They will, we doubt not, receive ou1· hints with the candour to 
be anticipated frou1 sound scholars and zealous Christian 
Missionat·ies. 

In fine, we heal'tily rejoice in the appearance of this work, 
on the conclusion of which we cougratulate om· Baptist Brn­
thl'en and the Missionary body in general. We only add, that 
it is elegantly pl'inted, on good papet·, in a bold clear type. and 
forms a neat small pocket volume of the sublime inspired 
Hymns of the" Sweet Psalmist of Israel," pleasingly dressed 
in the harmonious language of the once famous gymnoi;ophists 
of India. Laus Deo ! 

CINSURENSIS. 
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IV.-Recollections respectin,q the late Bliaichand 
a conrerted Hindu, wlto died 2nd October, 1839. 
auder 1'yvie, Surat. 

Nm·saidas, 
By Alex-

The above nnmed indiddual was born in Sul'at of Hindu pal'ents, 
l1elong-ing to the Koonhee or culth·ntor's caste, and spent ahout 37 years 
of his life in wa)kinic according to the course of thi8 world, and in the 
J>ractice of the various religious rites of his forefathers. \\'lien a mere 
youth his father died, and hy this dispensation he and the other members 
of the family were left in circumstances of comparatil•e pO\'l'rty. Hy 
}>l'udence, economy, and persevernnce in that line of husiness to which he 
liad heen bro111(l1t up, he, however, in the course of time became possess­
ed of somPt.hing mo1·e than a mere compete11ce, and when ou1· acquain­
tance co111me11ced he hail obtaint>cl a consi1IPrahle establishment for em­
broidery, was the owner of severnl houses which had come into his hands 
eith.-1· by purchase 01· mortgag-e, and heinl,(· nat111·ally of a shrewd and 
actil·e tul'l1 of mind was frequently employed in casl!s of difficulty as an 
arhitrator among- his countrymen. The first time I recollect to ha,·e 
seen him was at a public l'eligious serdce on the afternoon of a week 
clay, in one of our school-rooms, ahout the latter end of the year 1831. 
The subject chiefly discussetl was, "the state of man after foaving this 
world." A friend introduced him to my notice after service. On asking 
him what he thought of the truths he had heard, he plainly told me I-hat 
all might he corl'ect, but that he e11tertained \'e1·y strong doubts in rel(ard 
to the soundness of the whole. I requested him to call at the mission­
house, when convenient, and we u·ould talk o,•er the subject at some 
length. To this he consented, and some clays after he and a few of l,is 
acquaintancPs called. Several subjects were discussed, and ohjections 
answered. On his clepartnre some tracts were given to him for pnusal, 
and he was particularly invited to atlend regular!\' 011 sahbaths in the 
mission chapel to hear the gospel. From that period he occasio11ally 
called on week 1lavs and sometimes attencled on the s!Lhbaths, hut his 
manner of disputing in favour of heathenism a11d against Chl"istianity 
often manifested great obstinacy of mind, and a settled determination not 
to be convinced of the trnth of the latter or of the falsehood of the 
former, but on the fullest evidence and after the most careful examina­
tion. Light however appeared to break in g1·ad11ally on his mind, so 
that by the latte1· end of September 183'2, he had become a regular heare1· 
of the gospel on sabbath, ;111d of his own accord declared before the 
congregation that he would not in futm·e allow work to he performed on 
his premises on that holy dar, There is not however sufficient reason to 
conclude that he had obtained at this period conect scriptural viPws of 
the character and government of the true G()(I, no1· of his own state hefore 
Him as a sinner, 1101· of the way of salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He seemed howeve1· to have become very uneasy in his mind, 
and to doubt the C01"1"ect11Pss of many of the sentiments he hacl formerly 
held, and even to say that Christianity had many strong evidences in it!i 
favour, and Hinduism very few a11d those of a doubtful kind. The moral 
character of the Hindu gods, as cleveloped in their own shastras, seemed 
particulal'ly to stagger his belief in the whole system; but the pride of 
caste, the ;,uppost>d wisdom of ancestors, the connexion of the Hritish 
Government with the Hindu l'eligion, and his natural ohstinacy of mind 
and love of Jisputation appeared to present g1·eat obstacles to his em­
bracing the hutnuliug trnths of the gospel. 

Being necessitated on account of the health of mrelf an1l family to 
tal,e a voyage to England, l left him in this state of mind in October 
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I A32, nml my brother h11ving retnmecl to Sumt from his tempo1·ary stay 
nt K11i1·a, the tlece.ised and others caml! under his particular instrnction 
an,1 a,ll'ice. A littl" befo,·e my departure I trnnslated into Goojuratee 
"The Exposure of the I-I i11d11 Religion, in Reply to Morn Bhat ta Dande­
kara, hy the Rev. J. \r ilson," and my brother jnd~ing that the reading 
of it might be of great advautag-e, gave him a manu~cript copy for pernsal. 
He rPad it attentivelv severnl times, and soon became convinced that it 
was una11swerahle. 1°11 the course of time he hrgan to take it with him 
to melas, &c.-to rrad it in large companies-to comment on it3 state­
ments, and to hold up Christianity as Ood"s l11,st gift to mankind. As 
]1e coutirmed regularly to attend "the pul,lic means of grace and to read 
the scriptures am! tracts with attention, my brother says, his prog1·ess in 
Christian lrnowlt>dge soon hecarne considerable; but his anxiety to make 
Hinduism and Christianity agT1ie with each othe1·, the terro1· of losing 
caste, and the opposition of his family and relatives, together with a 
desire which on certain occasions manifested itself of becoming the head 
of a sel"t, bearing i111leed the name of Christianity, but in its peculia1· 
principles and precepts, 1·,rnk Hiucluism, with a few of its excrescences 
lopped off, kept him for about 18 months in an undecided state, and 
plainly she,ved that nothing but the omnipotence of divine grace could 
ti-ansform such a haughty and obstinate indi\'idnal into a meelc and teach­
able disciple of Jesus Christ. The working of conflicting sentiments in 
his mind during this pel"iod seems to have been of the same natu1·e, making 
allowance for his small de~1·ee of knowledge a111l the untutored state of 
his mind, as what is recorded in that interesting English publication hy 
the late Rev. T. Scott, entitled "Tm:: Fo11cE OP TRUTH." Scott howeve1· 
always appeared anxious in all his mental struggles to adopt just pre­
mises a111l to draw conect inferences from them, and to follow truth to 
its legitimate consequences, whatever sacrifices he might be called to 
make. llhaichand on the other hand wished to mix error with truth, so 
as to neutralize the influence of the latter, and make Chl"istiauity assimi­
late with his own precuncei1·ed opinions and that of his fellow-creatures. 
On this account the premi~es he adopted in argument were often grossly 
incorrect-sometimes his inferences we1·e false, and more frequently both 
his premises and infe1·ences were alike erroneous; and when he found his 
arg·uments overcome and his schemes blasted, he often appeared much 
annoyed and even chagrined. One stronghold after a.nother was however 
demolishe1l by the force of scripture truth, and the agency of the Holy 
Spirit, and about July 18:H he mentioned to my brother his full convic­
tio11 of the truth of Chri,;tianity, his hope that as a guilty ancl hell-deserv­
ing creature, he hacl rer.eive1l Christ by faith, his earnest wish to he 
baptized in the name of Fathe1·, Son, and Holy S11irit, and his determi­
nation in the ~trength of divine grnce to walk henceforth as a 1lisciple 
of Jesus, whatever he might have to endure from the world. The read­
ing of a manuscript copy of my l>1·otl1er's translation into Goojurntee of 
"Theo Brahman's Claims, hy Rev. R. Nishett," appears to ha,·e airletl con­
si«lernhly in hrin~ing him to that state of mind ancl feeling, as I have 
hearil him frequently exprrss his gratitude to Goel for the perusal of 
that 1vork, and declare that it particula1·ly convinced him that the Hin­
rlu religion was never interuled to promote the spi1·it11al good of any of 
its votaries, but to increase the pride and fill the hands of the privilegecl 
few-the Hr:.ihmans. After being more fully instructed respecting· the 
duties which devolve on those who have thus del'Oted themselves to God, 
he was baptized iu his own house, before many witnesses, by my brother, 
on the 4th November, 18~4, and immediat.,Jy after he devoted his two 
child1·en to the Saviom· in the same ordinance; hut no arguments could 
pe1·suadi, his wife to follow his example, and to the present day she con-
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tinues to persist in her attachment to the superstition of he1• nncestore 
and associates. As he had been in the habit for some consideralile time 
of conducting Christian worship morning nnd evening with his family 
and domestil'~, and of not allowing any part of the Lord's day to be de­
,·oted to woddly busiuess, but of spending all its sacred hours in the ser­
vice of God, he l,a,I to encounter no nc,v opposition, after his baptism, 
011 tht'se points: hut he soon found that all who will live godly in Christ 
,Jesus must iu some way or other suffer persecution. If he fell into R 

difficulty, or a slight affliction came on any member of the family, his 
"ife and other near relatives would a<hert to his apostacy from his 
form<'I' faith a~ the procuring cause of all their trials, and liis workmen 
in Yarious ways endeavoured to annoy him ; while the finger of scorn 
wHs frequently pointed at him by !,is former caste and by the people 
f!'enerally. Ami,lst many faili11g·s, some of which arosl' from ignorance 
uncl previous associations, aml others into which he plunged himself from 
the r,•mai11ing obstinacy and rugiredness of his mind, he was enabled to 
go forward iu the path of Christian duty, notwithstanding all opposition, 
and in many instauces to " overcome evil with good." On my return 
from England in the latte1· end uf u;3.5, he was, generally speaking, 
esteemed by many for his upriid,t conduct, anrl particularly arlrnired by 
the really 1)0or and needy fur his kindness to them; though some of his 
forme1· associ:.tes ancl acquaintances still continue<I to load him with 
opprobl'ious names, and the Brahmans ancl other religious beggars, who 
ha,I in his state of heathenism fed on his bounty, hut were now refused 
thei1· former allowance of good fare, ceHserl not to imprecate the vengeance 
of heaven on him and his family. He continued howrver to seek the 
present aml eternal good of his countrymen of every class, and his in­
flueuce w:,s at all times especially exercised in favour of the Christian 
instruction of his family and the people in his immediate employment. 
l'ublic worship was regularly pel'formetl by us eYery sahbath afternoon 
iu one of the rooms of his house, which he particula1·ly devoted to that 
puqlose. In the latter end of 1836 both he and his family were much 
afflicted, but the spirit he manifested under that trial was of the most 
scriptural and edifyiug nature. His liberality to the blind, lame, and 
diseased poo1· was often very extensive, anrl his benevolence to sufferers 
by the Fire and Flood in 18:n was far beyond our anticipations, In dis­
tributing tracts, commenting upon them and recommending the gospel 
at melas and 0ther places of public concourse, he fully performed the 
labours of a rea1ler 01· teacher without :my remuneration from man, and 
his house was the general i:esort of all who had any lol'e to the truth, as 
well as an asylum to those who were persecuterl for righteousness sake. 

In the sp1·ing of 1837 a circumstauce occurred which deeply pained his 
mind. His wife, whom he had taught to read, and who had for a long 
periotl attended to Christian instruction, had for several months Pxcited 
cousiderahle lwpPs that she was about to come ont from the world and 
cast in he1· lot with the followers of the Lamb. The baptism of their 
thinl child, had b~en ,lelayed by the father's l'equest, beyoud the u~ual 
period, in orde1· that the ordinance might be administered to it and the 
mother at the same time. A II scriptural means we1·e used to increase 
her knowledge, impress her heart, and to bring her to an enlightt>ned 
decision on the subject, For several months divine truth appeare,I to 
make considerable impression 011 her mind, and he1· lrnow ledge of the 
leading principles of the gospel seemed to increase; but her attention 
was soon <liverted from these impnrta11t matter,, arnl ,he finally tol<I her 
husbaml that she hml for the 1>rese11t folly dt'ci.1.,,1 aµ;ain,t making a 
profession of Christianity. At his request the ci,ild was baptize1I. but 
the mother's 1·efusal to enter into the church of Christ continued for a 



1840.] Memoi1· of Bl1aicl1and Narsaidas. 25 

time deeply to affect the mind of the father, an,! to peq,lex Rnd 1lepl'ess 
his spirits. l11 the co111·s1• of time hi., mirul assnmeu its ll'onted ener.!!-y, 
but from that period he appt'are1l to have ohtaint'tl a mure humbling view 
of human deprnl'ity than heforl', to see the A·reat spiritual 1langer to 
\l'hich he and e,v1wci11/ly liis family were exposed hy Hssociating "'ith i1lo­
lRters, and more fully to feel tht' entire inefficiency of all ontwanl means 
to change the heart and fully reform the conduct without the inllul.'uccs 
of the Holy Ghost. 

At his l,aptism 0111· deceased friend publicly expressed, before many 
witnesses, his al'(\ent wish that whene\'er re111ove1l hy d .. atli, his ho,ly 
might he buried according to the general custom among Christian P""l'le, 
anti not on auy account I,e recluced to ashes I,y fire, as i, usual a111n"~ 
Hindus. This sentiment he not only held in common with all II 11ulu~ 
who have ut any tirne, since the conimencement of the ;\Ji~sion, mani­
fested mo1·e 01· less attachment to Christianity, but prnctically exe11111lified 
it in his conduct Irr bur,11ing all paupers who died on his premises and 1,,ut 
110 relative,, to claim theii· mortal remains, and 1,y not attending· tlw fu_ 
ne1·al of several near relations who died in the Hindu faith afte1· he 
eml,race1I Christianity. Being fully conl'inced of the deh:1si11g· i11fl11ence 
of tire l,uming system on survivors, an1l finding so many examples in the 
scriptures of the worshippers of the trne Go,! having their bodies com­
mitted to the 1lust by interment, he conclude1l that it was the will of 
Go1l that the hollies of the disci11les of Clu·ist should, afte1· the dep:u·ture 
of the immortal spirit, he committed to the grnve in the certain ho11e 
that what was sown in corruption the Sa dour woultl at the la~t day raise 
in inconuption. f-J is sentiments on this point were ,·ery decid~d, and 
well known to us, his family, and to mall)' other people in this city; 
though it i~, in many respects, to he lamented that he left 1111 ro?corded 
atte.tation of his wishes in 1·efe1·ence to the disposal of his 01rn l,ody i11 
that particula1· manner. 

During the first five months of 1839 he di1l not in several respects ma­
nifest so much of the Christian temper as was to he expected from forme1· 
professions. So far as we know there was no positive depai·ture from the 
pl'inciples of the gospel in sentiment; \.rut in conduct there was an e1·iclent 
meeting of the world half-way, a disrnganl of sc1·iptnre authority, an,l a 
lrn11keri11g afte1· worldly enjoyments and the applirnse of hi,; fellow-crea­
tures. The appearance of this spirit grievetl 11s much, and led us to in­
crPasecl faithfulness in waming hlm of his danger, ;rnd in l,eseeching him 
to bewai·e of the snares in wlrich he seemed about to he caught, IHltb 
from his O\l'n ignorance and 1·ecklessness of consequ<'nce,, an1l the hlan­
dishments am! machinations of those ,, ho in heart were his most d,•a,lly 
enemies, though, to accom11lish their own ends, they ha,! a~sumed the 
g;uh and the s11eech of his most devoted frieuds. The l,etrothi11,.;- of his 
thin( child, a hoy of about tln·ee yea1·s of age, to a girl sometl,ing youug-­
er, of rich Hindu parents, and to which l1is wife wished him fully to 
consent acco1·di11g to native custom, ;ind to go tl11·011gh with all the pomp 
of eastern manners, was the chief cause of this melancholy de11art11re 
from the simplicity of Christian temper and con1lucl. \\' hetlre1· the agree­
ment was 011 Iris part fully co11sumnrnted, is not known to us, as a circum­
stance occuned al,out thtl 1,eginning of J1111e which le1l away our minds 
from that subject, effectually roused him from the lethargy into which 
Ire had fallen, shewed him that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God, ancl convinced him that the path of Christian duty, however rugged 
and thornr, is the only path whicl1 leads to glory, honour, and immortal 
life. ,\lmost from the period of his l,aptism hoth he and his family had 
been consirle1·ed by his caste as lost to it, aml he, at least, 1lid not join in 
any of its meetings, either for feasting or l,usiness, but no puI,lic expul-
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sion hail been formally mn1le. About the period referred to, a child of one 
of the m1tire Christians dit>d, and was hurie1I accord in!,! to Christian cus. 
tom. The father·s fnrmn caste (the same to which Hhaichand had he­
lon~rd) used all their i11fl11i>nce to iret the hody of the chilrl burned, 
which the father di,( not permit. This roused their inrli1mation-they 
liel1l mPetiu~·s on the ~nhject-inlluenced his wife to forsake him-de. 
clared thPV would 11ot allow ht'1· to 1·eturn unless h,. re11111rnced Cluisti­
anity-pul;licly i11tinaatecl that he, Bhaiclrnnrl and his family, and all 
others who had professt>rlly emhraced Christianity um! had formerly be. 
longerl to that class, wPre expelled from the caste and had become unlit 
associates fur any llindu. and threate11e1I with the same punishment all 
who should iu anv way assist them, or should even h:1ve a Ch1·istian book 
in their po,sessi<;n, 01: 1;0 to a plnr.e ofChristi,111 wor~hip. Many who had 
till that pt>riud heen loud in thei1· declarations of esteem fo1· Bhaichand 
and the religion he h,ul emhrace<l, now sl,ewed the hollowness of their 
professions 1,y openly joining· the opposite party, and by evel"y means in 
tl,eir power a1111oyi11g; J,irn anti all other uatives who in nny measure 
named the name of Christ. Tlie,e thi11gs opened his eyes, and perceiv­
ing the cloud which was ready to u11rst on all who professed tu love the 
Saviour, he opt>ned to them his heart, his hand, and his house. From 
that clay he appearer! clad in :ill the ai·muu1· which the gospel supplies, 
he encouraged the timid, warne<l the unrulv, visitetl ;,11 the melas which 
occur during the rainy season in the neiglibourhuod of Surat, to distri­
bute tracts and to speak of what he had tasted and handled of the word 
of life to the assemhled Cl'owd;;, invited and encourag-ed many to attend 
on the preaching of the gospel in the Mission Chapel and in his own 
house, and daily seemed to iucrease in his labours autl self.denial in be. 
half of the really poor, the sick, and the cl)'ing. l\Jaking allowance for 
human infirmities, he literally went about cluing good, anti regarderl no 
service too lahorio11s OI' mPan if he could benefit a fellow-creature. At 
the same time his private convt>rsation became much more savoUl")", and 
his whole demeanour s11ch as indicated a deep acquaint>tnce with the 
evils of his own heart, the tPmptations of Satan, a!ul the sna1·es uf an 
ungodly world; and also ma11ift>stl•d a clear view of the way of salva. 
tion, as orig-inating in the suven.•ign mercy of God, flowing to us through 
the merits of his So11, an,! "Jlpli,·,I t,y the a11·ency of the Holy Spirit. On 
these themes he <leli1rhted peculiarly to dwell in privatt' conversation, and 
his discourses iu puuli'c with the poor and others Wl're 11;enerally inter­
estiug and appr1•priate. There was a softening or mellowin,g- of his whole 
charncter, wl,ich was very pleasing, and 1;ave vi\'itl indications of rapid 
growth in grnce and in the k1u1wled~e of our Lord and s,.viour Jesus 
Christ. About the \Wth of Septe111her he was attacked with fever, and 
durinir the 1·emaining ten 1lays of the month he calle<l several times at 
the ci1·il hospital and received the requisite medicines. He seemed to 
l,e convalescent, though in a weak state, and no fears were eutel'tained 
1·especting his recovery. On tl,e morning of sabhath the 29th he was 
not present at worship in the :\Jission Chapel, but appeared improving 
in health and lhely in mind at the afternoon's service in hi:a ow II house. 
On the 1st instant we were informed by a person connerte,l with his 
family that he was still i111proving. It appears howe1,e1· that in the even­
ing of that day he became suddenly very ill, and during the followiug 
night frequently manifested symptoms of delirium. Early on the morn­
ing of the 2rul we were informed of the change. Immediately I went to 
see him, and concludecl that thoug·h the fever was high, and his speech 
somewhat i111listi11ct and incohereut, yet there was no instant danger, 
and Iha, my duty was to get a native assistant docto1· to visit him with 
as little delay as possiule. In order to i1ccomplish this I 1·eturned, and 
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having obtained thP dt>sired inrlivitlual set off' again at half.past eight 
o'clock. lie how .. ,·t>r d,ed before we reached, 1111d the bu,ly l11111 been 
taken down tu lhe lower hall nea,· tu the outel' door of the house. 
Though he h,111 ht'en t11rne,l out of caste fur embracing and professing 
Christianity, n,any of the cnste people had entered the house and were 
preparing to dispose of tl,e hudy in the usual Hindu way, while a very 
lol'ge concuul'se was assemhle,I in the street. I requested his wife to 
give me tl1e charge of the body for interment according to Christian 
custom, and his well known ~eutiments on tlrn subject, an,l l would p1·0-
mise that the funeral should be in foll acconlance \\"ith his wishes and 
his station in society; all(I endeavoured to strengthen my request by men­
tionin~ the inconl{rnity of his formPr caste having any thing· to do with 
the body of an ill(li\"itlual expelled from theil" societ)', especially as it was 
in direct opposition to tlw wishes of the deceasrd. To this she gave me, 
as I then conceil'ed,and afterwards found to he tlie fact.an evasiceanswer; 
and lest any impression shoultl lie 111atle on her min,1; she wits dragged 
away, and I !'ould see no more of l,p1• at that time. The people now be­
came much excited, and wished me to leave the houso. I beg·ged them to 
become composed, to alloiv the hotly to remain a short time, and I would 
endea,·oui· to settle the n,atter hoth amicably and honornbly. A few of 
them then went into a h;1ck room, and ha\'i11A· wroug·ht them,;e( ves up into 
a perfect passion by stamping with thei1· feet: heatinl{ on their hrea,ts, and 
howling, returned ,~here tlie liocly was, a11<\ ,\eclal'ed in the hearing of all 
that they would ,lo with it as they pleased, and stand all consequences, 
e\'en to the gi l'ing up of I ife. A few of them uow endeavoured to thrust 
me out of the house by sheer strength, but fearing they co11ld uot accom. 
plish this without using violPnce, a few more hy artitice drag-ged me into 
11 corner and kept me there, while the others remol'etl the corpse into 
the .street. Consideri11g· it then heyorul my influence, l was left at libe1·­
ty, and the people proceeded with the corpse to the place of burning·, and 
there consumed it in the 11,ual Hindu way. ,\fter requesting the indi­
vidual in charl!e of the affairs of the house to act as a faithful servant, 
nnd to avoid the most 1listant approacl, to pPculation in the least mat. 
ter, am\ l1el{gin11," all present to folloll' the example of the decease,! as fa1· 
11s he had followed Christ, I returned home deeply impressed with the 
recollection of what I had witnessed, and the scene through which I had 
passe1l ; but comforted hy the assurance that " precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his saints," under 1vhateve1· adve1·se circumstan­
ces lle may in his iulinite wistlo111 see meet to permit it to take place, 
or to be followed; for " He maketh even the wrath of mlln to praise 
Him, and tl11: remairu\erof wrath," which "ill not subset·ve his pu1·poses, 
" he restrains.'' " Blessed a1·e the dead which die in the Lord.'' 

Surat, 16th October, 1839. 

Remai·ks.-The above detail, while it affor1ls a hright display of the 
powPr of divine l{race in changing the heart and 1·eforming the life of an 
imlil"i1\ual, points out, to those who are endeavouring to p1·omote the 
king-dom of Christ iu India, some of the obstacles with which the gospel 
has to contend-the mauy disadvantages under which converts still la­
bour-the ,Ieep and a hiding claims which they and their instmctors have 
on the sympathies and prayers of all the people of God--arnl tl,e pru. 
deuce, zeal, and enerl!"y with which their Christian friends ought, not 
only to watch over their spiritual interests, hut also to induce them to 
adopt and uphold, in the spirit of meekness, such measm·es as may 
maintain thei1· cil•il l'ights inviolate. When any fear is entertaineil 
1·especti11g the disposal of their hodies contra1·y to the marrner which 
they themseh-es may choose, the inse1·tion of a clause in thei1· last willil 
ha~ been strongly recommended. 
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As man,· of the nati,·es in this land are readv to misconstl'ue the burn­
ing of the.hodies of Christians, and in many instances grossly to pervert 
en~n· 1H·,·111Te1u·e of the kind, it appears of importm1ce that all who are 
en~;;ged in communicating divine trnth to their minds, should plainly 
state to the unconverted, as occasion may require, that no form of hu-. 
rial 01· burning is supposed hy Christians to affect the salvation of the 
deceasecl; though in the case of co111·erts from Hinduism to the truth 
as it i~ in Je~us, l1111·ial is p1·eft>rred to burning, as being not only more 
in accordance with the word of God, hut in order to p1·event the possi­
bility of its being· asserte1l that the Hindu customs are, in the least, 
appro1·ed. 

\\"hat a Rrxihle, and ridiculous mixture of absurdities must Hinduism 
:1ppear to Cl'ery rea,ler of the latter part of the concluding paragrnph of 
the ahorn recollections. l\lany know that it is hy no mr.ans scrupulous 
about tl,e tem1s 011 which it recei,·es hack apostates while living ; but 
few, it i~ im:,gi11e1l, ai·e really awue that its arms are so widely extended 
11s to emhrace the 11ery deud. Some of its votaries in Surat must he in a 
pitiful pligl,t for pro11s to suppo1·t the fallin;.: mass, when they could 
degra1le themsehes so far as to co-opernte in the burning of the body 
of one who had been expelled from their society when alh·e, as :m unfit 
as,ociale fur :iny of its true members, and who I,ad actually died under 
all the fro11"11s aml curses which, in their opinion, that expulsion includ­
ed. '· Hl1aicha11d ilccordin11; to Hindu law," remarks the Re,·. Dr. \\'ilson 
of Boml.,il~'- in gi1·i11g me his opinion on the subject, "was an out-caste; 
;111111111 expression of rPpentance for ahandoning Hinduism (e,·en suppos­
i11/.! that ~ucl, au expressiou were, falsely or otherwise, alleged in their 
deft'nce hy tlie members of his ftmner caste) could have restored him 
without atonements ll"hich wpre altogetl,e1· impracticable in his situation 
;1s a ilri11g· man. Tho,e \\'ho took an activt> part in his funeral ceremo­
llies, 1,.,re ~11hjected themsell'es to the penalty of l'xcommunication. l11 
the present !'tate of relaxed discipline, which I do not regret to observe, 
it is i1111'rohalile that enin the most zealous supporters of the Hindu 
co111mu11io11 will in,ist upon their bt>ing visited with the punishment, 
which, accor1li11g to tl,e d;ctates of the shastra, they have merited,'' It 
is now generally report.,,! amon:!; thr. natives in this place, that some in­
cividuals in the caste s111rn·esteil the neeessity of slightly punishing the 
offendi11~ memhers; J,ut that a few very wise and he11evolent hrnhmans 
devised an expedient b_v which all has been amicably settled and the 
purity of the llin,111 faith presene,1. They are said to ha,•e made a 
putli, inrn1(e or effi,;)', of the decem,e,1, the trunk and l,ead of coarse 
flour and the exl rPrnitil's of rl"ccls and g-rass, and by the power of Sa11-
skrit prayers to hal'e lr;in~formed this fig1ue into the \'ery hody and soul 
of llhaicliand, who though he spoke nothing au,Jible by vulg·a1· ears, nor 
did any thing \'isihle by vul11,"a1· eres is, nevertheless, heliel't>d to have, in 
the presence and hearing of the i11iliated, renounce,! Christianity, ngain 
emhrnct•d H in1l11is111, been regularly received hack into caste, an1l in 
that communion to have become sick and died-this effigy, this real body 
of the late Bhaichand, was then canied to the place of burning, and, 
afte1· a few more Samkrit prayers had been repeated over it, and several 
maumls of oil, &c. humed beside it, ,vas consumed hy fire, a11d the ashes 
according to the usual custom tln·own i11to the 1·ivcr-the hrahmans who 
performe,J the manellous part of this farce were then presented with 
.Rs. 100 by the widow of the dt>ceased, and Hs. JOO more wern gi,·en by 
lier to the opposing party in the caste, and by this means all was hushed 
up. Some ac.;ounts state that the money was paid brfore the ce1·emony 
commenced : on either supposition, it may truly Le said respecting them, 
•• A deceived heart bath turned them aside." 
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Christian. ll1·ethren ! supposing only the one-half of the above ridicu­
lous story to be true (the 11hole is believed by mnny here), what n hum­
bling view it g-i,·es us of human ,mture ! what need of the gospel an1) the 
influe .. ces of the Holy Spirit to turn these people from darkness to light, 
111111 from the power of satan unto Gori. " Ye that make mention of the 
Lord, keep 11ot silence, and l!ive him no rest, till he send fo1·th his lig-ht 
11s hrightuess, and his salvation as a lamp that burneth." 

.Sumt, 9th Nuvembe1', 1839. 

V.-Missionary Co11ference-Itine1·ancy. 

Most of our readers are doubtless aware that the Missionaries 
residing in Calcutta are in the habit of meeting on the first 
'I'uesday of each month, for the purposes of social prayer and 
of conference on some prescribed question relating to the work 
in which they ai·e unitedly engaged. The meeting of last 
month was held at the house of the Rev. M1·. Meiklejohn of the 
Scotch Chmch. The subject of conference was "ltinerancy as 
a form of Missionary operation." So important is this sub­
ject in its bearings on the eonc.luct of Missions, that we bt>lieve 
we shall renc.ler an acceptable service to many of our readers 
by presenting them with a concise statement of the views 
expres~ed by the members present, interspersing or appending 
such remarks of our own as it mny occur to us to make. 

'fhe question was proposed by the Rev. Mr. Lacroix, the 
Mi!'sionary who, we believe, most of all now in this part of 
India, hns had experience of this branch of labour. Remarks 
were made by all the members, a11d particularly by Messrs. 
·wenger. Morton, Campbell and Macdonald. 

On almost all points the sentimei1ts of the speakers com­
pletely harmonized; anc.l on none mOl"e than in regard to the 
high place that ought to be assigned to itinerancy among the 
nrious departments of Missionary duty. lnc.leed on this point 
there can scarcely among Christians be two opinions. \1/hile 
the c.luty of the Church is to preach the gospel to EVERY 

CREATURE, and while, in proportion to the multitudes to whom 
the gospel has not yet been preached, the number of preachers 
is so small, it is clearly the duty of those who are in the field 
to endeavour that their services may be made available to the 
instrnction of the g1·eatest possible number. The Mit-sionary 
must sow beside all waters. His work will not be done till 
every inc.livic.lual on earth, male and female, rich and poo1·, 
young and old, has heard the gospel of 3alvation through the 
blood of the Incarnate Son of God. Hence those to whom 
has been committed the high and holy office of preaching the 
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gospel of the grace of God must not circumscrihe their exer­
tions by any limits narrower than those of the iuhabitPd world. 
" In the morning they must sow their seed, aud in the evening 
tl1ey must not withhold their lrnuds, for they know not whether 
shall prnsper, either thi,- or that, or whetlwv they both shall 
he alike good." Since all Missionaries believe and know that 
it is the Spirit. of God, " who worketh when and whero and how 
he ple.iseth," that cau alone accomplish the work of a sinner's 
conversion to Gori, aud since they know that thei1· wol'l< con­
sists merely in doing that by means of which the Spirit may do 
his part, it must at once appear manifest that the Missionary 
should see to it that as great a numbe1· as possible may be 
furnished with the lrnowle<lg-e of that trnth by means of which 
the Spirit of the Lord works; as it is written, " Sanctify them 
by thy tl'llth-thy word is trnth." 

If we lrnew that in the Lamb's book of life, this man's and 
that man's name is written, prndence-yea, mercy, might dic­
tate that we should address ourselves only to those, and leave 
all the others to that fate which we cannot avert, and which 
our preaching only aggravates, by increasing thei1· guilt, and 
placiug before their eyes those blessings which are never to be 
theirs. But God has in great mercy and in great wisdom con­
cealed from us his purposl's iu regard to in<lividuals. He re­
serves to Himself the secret counsels of His will, but marks 
out as with a sunbeam the path of our duty. "Preach the 
wonl; '' " Be instant in season and out of season ;" " Preach 
the gospel to every creature." 'rhe first preachers of the 
gospel acted to the letter in accordance with these commands. 
Now we fiud them in Jerusalem, in the temple, and now in an 
apartment re?;orted to by strangers sojourni11g in the Jewish 
metropolis. Now we find them leaving the capital and trn­
velli11g thron~l1 cities and towns and villages-in places of 
public resort and in private dwellings, freely di:;;pensing unto 
all who would receive it the gospel of that grace which had 
been freely bestowed upon themselves. In a few short years 
they traversed the principal countries of Asia and Europe. To 
the idly curious loiterers of the Grecian capital, to the humble 
women who resorted to the chapef by the rive1·'s side at Phi­
lippi, to the officers and courtiers of Cresar's palace, and to the 
solitary Ethiopian traveller in the desert, we find them bearing 
the same precious message of grace and peace; '' aud as many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed." In journeyings 
were they often. Not contented with letting it be known that 
they were in such a place, and that they would willingly re­
ceive all who should choose to come to them, they canied 
thei1· message to the homes of men, and urged it upon their 
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acceptance, enti·eating and exhorting all by the tender mercies 
of God not to receive the grnce of God in vain. 

And so thel'e cannot be a doubt that means ought to be put 
in operntion fo1· making known to all men-\'illagers as well 
as citizens-that gospel which is a prnclamation of goodwill 
to men-to men as such, independently of all providential 
distinctions that may subsist between them. 

Of comse we are not to be understood as meaning that the 
stations in the cities ought to be neglected or abandoned. Far 
fro111 it. Cities ha\·e been in all times and in all countries the 
centres and the foci for the collection aud the dispersion of 
good 01· of evil. That they are most frequently the cent1·e of 
evil is universally admitted. That they may be, and ha\'e been, 
and are well fitted to be the centl'es from which good may be 
,vith most advantage disseminated will as little he questioned. 
Indeed we have prnof that it was so in the early days of the 
Christian Church ; and the very name "Pagans'' as applied 
to heathens gives evidence that the cities of the empire had 
assumed a Christian aspect before the \·illa~es hail abandonecl 
the practice of idolatry. On this point all the members of the 
conference were agreed. But while the stations in the cities 
are to be most seclulously attended to, we ha\'e no right to 
neglect the millions who spend their days far from the bustle 
and vice of towns. Beside all waters we are to sow. To 
eve1·y creature we are to preach the gospel. 

It might be an interesting question, but it would be a very 
difficult one, to inqufre whether more good may be expected 
to be clone by a frequent repetition of the truths of the gospel 
in eve1· varied forms in the ears of the same people, or by the 
proclamation of these truths once 01· twice 01· hlllf a dozen 
times to a great number of tlifferent people; whethe1·, since 
by feeble man both ca1111ot be combined, the Missionary ought 
to seek more after intensiveness 01· extensiveness in his work. 
This, however, we take it, is a question we a1·e not called upon 
to solve. The leadings of providence, and the peculiar gifts 
vouchsafed by tbe Divine Spirit, must regulate eve1·y individual 
in the direction of his efforts ; and since both objects are evi­
dently desirable, we cannot doubt that God has made prnvi­
sion in His chUl'ch for the accomplishment of both. In all 
other departments of human exel'tion the division of labour is 
found to be prnfitable ; and in this, the highest department, . 
there is the strongest reason to believe that the principle 
should be adopted. While we hold it to be of great moment 
that some natives (as many as possible) should be furnished 
with all knowledge that Missionaries can communicate aud 
thPy recein, that they may in due time become Masters and 
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Fathers in Isra('), care ought to be taken that no inclil'i<lual 
throughout the land shall go clown to the dead without hear­
ing the wondrous story of the Saviour's lo\'C. 

In India there arc pccnli,u· facilities for this mode of intro­
ducing the gospel. Whatcvc1· may be thepowe,-s of the Native 
mind, it seems undoubted, that the natives generally arefond 
of religions discussions. It was stated in the conference by 
Mr. Morton, and confirmed by other brethre11, and indeed we 
believe is well known to all who are acquainted with the habits 
of the people, that argume11ts a111l discussions between pandits, 
regarding questions of religion an<l philosophy, generally form 
part of the entel'tr.\inments when public occasions call multi­
tudes of people together. Hence it quite coincides with theh­
views and feelings that the missionaries should go an<l 1·equest 
to be heard, and set forth what they know to be trnth, in 
opposition to the errors that have so long prevailed in this 
unhappy land. The physical strnctme of Bengal is not, we think, 
upon the whole u11favourable; although it m11st be admittecl 
that the in tense heat thl'Oughout one season, and the incessant 
rains during another are obstades in the way. The absence of 
mountains, aud the intersection of the whole countl'y by rivers 
and creeks, probably do more than counter-bala.nce these 
disadvantages*. So fa1· as we know, trnnlling is not cheaper 
or easier in any country in the worl<l than in this, although in 
many it may be pleasanter. As to the obstacles just alluded to 
they al'e probably, during certain portions of the yem·, insur­
mountable. Ml'. Lacl'Oix stated that during one-half of the 
year,-from Octobe1· to April-itineriu1cy is p1·aeti_cable ; and 
he is of opiuion that during these months, a lal'gc proportion 
-say a fifth, a fourth, ol' even a third part of the whole body 
of missionaries, ought in ordinary circn111stauces to be so em­
ployed. Perhaps, when we take into account the number 
who are absolutely required to supc1·intend the work which 
must by no means he intcrmitted at the stations, even the 
lowest of these prnpol'tions is too_ high. But this 11111st of 
course in every c,ise be left to the Christian judgment of the 
parties. 

As to those who ought to engage in this work, there seemed 
to be a universal agreement that all who m·e qualified by a 
thorough knowledge of the language and habits of the people, 

"' n· e may here notice a suggestion made by l\h-. l\Iacdonald, _which 
seemed to many of the members to he very valuable; that each l\J1ss1011-
ary body ought to possess at l~as_t one_ Bhauleah_, which s~wuld he '.1t all 
times at the commaml of tlrn i\hss1011ar1es. lly this means, 1t was believe1l 
some expense and much trouble would be avoided, aud the wol'k of 
itinerancy matel'ially facilitated. 
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and who are not providentially J"estrained, ought mm·e or less 
to engage in this department of the work. '!'hat it requii·es 
such qualific,1tions is obvious. Further, as in all branches of 
the woJ"k, so in a high measure in this, there is need of a 
harmonious l>leuding of the apostolical qualities, the wisdom 
of the se1·pent, and the harmlessness of the dove. When the 
parties to be addressed a1·e, in most cases, those who know 
literally and absolutely nothing of the subject on which they are 
to be spoken to, it is clear that such a familiarity with their lan­
guag-e and modes of thinking, is required, and such an acquaint­
ance with all theil' habits of life, as none of our missionaries can 
be suppm,ed to possess, except those who have been long in 
the country. But as this familiarity is best attained in the 
cour;;e of itinerating, it were well that each of these veterans, 
in all cast's where it is possil>le, should be accompanied by a 
youugt:'r 111an, who u,ight l>e expected by the blessiug of God at 
once to <lo much good and to gaiu much good. As to the goocl 
he would do, ,re have it all comprehended in the reason which 
without doubt was om· Saviour's guide in sending out the p1·i­
miti,·e missionaries "by two and two"-a reason which has 
commemlecl itself to all who have deliberately thought of the 
sul>ject. As to the good that he would gain, it is equally 
obvious that it might be much. A man is not deemed fit to 
be entrusted with the sharpening of our knives or the mending 
of oar shoes till he has been instl'Ucted in the "art, trade and 
mystery," by a competent maste1·. And although preaching 
is far, far morn than a mere art, yet in part it is an art, and 
the most difficult of all arts. It was suggested that it might 
be well, when it can be so arranged, that the individuals com­
posing the several pairs thus going out should belong to differ­
ent denominations : and it does seem that this might silence 
those objectors who reproach the missionaries with the un­
happy dissensions that sepa1·ate the severnl divisions of the 
Christian ChuJ"ch. In all cases there ought to be associated 
with the European Missionaries one or more native catechists. 
These would be on many accounts of the greatest service to 
the Missionaries. As our readers know how highly we estimate 
the services of well-qualified native agents, we need not dilate 
upon this point. A pious catechist, moreover, could not fail 
to del'ire spiritual prnfit from such a tour. 

As to the extent of territo1·y that ought to be embraced in a 
plan of itinerancy, it is not easy to speak ve1·y definitely. 
'fhere are prnbably not neal'ly so many Missionaries in Bengal 
that theii· vi;;its could be repeated with sufficient frequency 
,vere they to comprehend the whole countl'y in theii· scheme. 
Yet by a well-defined plan, and by complete co-ope1·ation, it is 
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impossible to say how much might be done. While it is an 
awfully solemn thought, that so many thousands are living and 
dying without having once heard the name of the living God and 
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, it is not to be forgotten that 
a frequt>nt repetition of applications is in the higlwst degree 
desirable. And the example of the apostles points out to us 
how important they deemed it, that no good impressions should 
be lost fo1· want of being promptly repeated and renewed. 
Hence it is that they often followed each othe1· in theii· wan­
derings, and that they ever and anon returned by thP. same 
trnck, "confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in the faith." This is just another form of the 
question as to extensin~ness and intensiveness, to which we 
have already alluded, and which must be left to the decision 
of Christian wisdom for every particular case. 

"'hile co-operntion is ausolutely essential ; anJ while in 
order to effective co-operation, a due atte11tion to method is 
requisite; we conceive that an itinerant ought neve1· to be so 
bound down to the previously arranged plan of his route, that 
he cannot, when providence seems clearly to dictate, make any 
deviation from it. He ought to he able to stay a day or a 
week longer in a place than before his arrival he hacl supposed 
would be advisable; to go thirty or fo1·ty miks out of the 
track he had intended to follow ;-in a word, he should consi­
der himself as completely at the disposal of God, and act from 
day to day according to the dictates of the wisdom given him 
in answer to his daily prayers. 'l'hus did the apostles. 

As to the particular duties of an Itinerant Missionary, they 
are in substance just the same with those of one who is sta­
tionary. To preach the gospel to all who will listen to him, 
to distribute tracts, books, and especially portions of the 
Scriptures, to i·isit and examine schools and colleges, to 
engage in temperate discussion with pandits ancl others, and 
in fact, to emb1·ace every opportunity that presents itself of 
doing his Master's worl,, aud to make opportunities if none 
should present themselves. In ortle1· to do this with effect, it 
is manifest that the itinerant has need of all his physical and 
mental energies ; and thus it appears that in this part of India 
the system has never had a fail' trial. With perhaps a solitary 
exception, it has never been eugaged in as a matter of duty, 
but simply, as a work of secoud-rate importance, has been 
casually taken up by those who have heen ol,liged to lea\·e 
their stations in pursuit of health. In the case of the excep­
tion referred to, the late Rev. Mr. Chamuerlain, the results 
were in every way most sathsfactory. The importance of the 
work certainly justifies, as the difficulty of it as certainly 
nquires, the devotion to it of the bel:it energies of our best men. 
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It is thought desirable that an itinerating party be furnish­
ed with as many letters as can be pl'Ocurt~d to the principal 
men, native and European, of the distl'ict they are to pass 
thrnugh. Even if the i1Hlividuals to whom the letters are 
addressed should not be pal'ticularly favorable to the cause of 
Christianity, they will generally account it both thefr duty and 
their honour to facilitate the operations of those who come to 
them with recommendations from their metrnpolitan friends. 
Thus "the earth helpeth the woman." And such may, in the 
pe1·sons of the Missionaries, entertain angels unawares, and 
salvation may come to those houses which have been opened 
merely fo1· the exercise of common hospitality. 

As no situation in life is attended with unmingled good, 
so there may be peculiar trials and temptations to be encoun­
tered by the Missionary who is perpetually removing from 
place to place. As fo1· example, there is unquestionably some 
danger of his int.e1·ests and sensibilities being somewhat blunt­
ed by theii· being called forth so perpetually by a rnpid suc­
cession of objects, on none of which they can be allO\ved for 
any considernble time to rest. It will not now be questioned, 
since the natural results of the principles of the French illu­
rninati are matter of history, that the man who loves his 
species most is the man that is most warmly attached to his 
kindred and friends ; and we earnestly trust that the experi­
ment will neve1· again be tried of teaching a man to love the 
whole human race by first teaching him to love none of the 
individuals of that race. It ought not then to be concealed, 
that when a man is continually having his sympathies directed 
to different objects, it will be difficult fo1· him to retain that 
lively inte1·est in the well-being of evc1·y individual which is 
so necessary to a Missionary's success. But prnyer and watch­
fulness will counteract this and e\·ery othe1· danger, so that 
they ought not for a moment to deter any one from entering 
upon the work. "He that obse1Teth the wind shall not sow, 
and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap." 

And in the prayerful heart not only shall these evils be 
averted, but positive good shall be communicated. All his 
graces will be called into exercise, and will l,e strengthened 
by the exe1·cise. "He who wate1·eth shall be watered also 
himself." The itinerant will not fail also to gain more know­
ledge of the people with whom he has to deal-an exceedingly 
valuable kind of knowledge-than he who remains fixed in 
the same station. Heathenism is a Pl'Otean monster. Though 
in all cases essentially the same, it can assume a thousand dif­
ferent aspects. With these the itinerant will have the best 
opportunities of becoming acquainted. Divine truth also, 
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though one, is of so plastic a natu1·e that it can accommodate 
itself to the opposition of all these various forms of error. 
Being thus l'equir~d to view and to apply the trnth in a mul­
titude of aspects that else should neve,· have been presented 
to him, the itinerant may be expected, other things being 
equal, to attain a more enlarged and at the same time a mol'e 
minute comprehension of the gospel scheme with all its bear­
ings, than he whose operations a1·e confined within a narrower 
sphere. 

We have therefol'e great pleasure in recommending this sub­
ject to the serious and prayerful consideration of ou1· Mission­
ary Brethl'en at the othe1· stations, and of those residing in 
Calcutta, who were not present at the late conference, and, in 
general, to the attention of all who take an intel'est in the 
success of the cause of Chl'ist. The plan is worth a trial, 
and prnperly speaking, it has never yet been tried in Ben­
gal.-En. 

VI.-State and Prospects of tlte Jews. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian 01.Jse,·ver. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The past history and present condition of the Hebrews have excited 
an interest an<l solicitude in the reading world which few other subjects 
have commanded. 

The statesman, and the philosopher, infidel, and christian have perused 
the books of Moses and the prophets, and bestowed upon the examination 
of thei1· contents much diligence and research. An accurate acquaintance 
11ith these writ.ings is of importance to all classes of people; it must 
enlarge the views of the patriot, and fit him to discharge with more 
efficiency the high and responsible duties his country calls him to 
perform. He cannot fail to perceive that the principles of justice, purity 
and truth, on which the first co11stitution was based, have in all subse­
quent ages been the foun<lation of every wisely-framed and practically 
good government: and that, as legislation has breathed, and equitable 
law enforced, the great principles embo<lied in the decalogue, a rise or 
fall in the scale of national eminence has been the result. He will be 
able to trace the rnin of many ancient kingdoms with whose history 
he has made himself familiar, through a series of events which step by 
step conducted the nations to degradation and at last annihilated every 
vestige of their greatness and glory, to a departure from these primary 
and essential principles: and will find, that the downf'al of nations has 
begun when they have commenced to erect a stan<lard of morality, 
justice an<l truth, lower than that which is cngraveu on the pages of the 
.book of God and on the consciences of enlightened men. 

Individual solicitude for the public good, and willingness to forego 
the gratification of self-interest in order to advance it, love of country, 
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and courage employed in the preservation of its freedom and the increase 
of its glory, which no dangers co!Jld intimidate_ and no trials exhaust, 
were qualilies that characterized ancient Greece m the most prospe~o~s 
period of its history. Love of wealth, ~ngendered by lux~ry and d1ss1-
}>ation ; eagl'mess to grasp gold, offered 111 the shape of bnbes to betray 
the interests of the repuhlic ; degeneracy or morals among the populace, 
increased by the bad example of those in power; the loss of manly 
fortitude, (which exists probably in the bosoms of the virtuous only;) 
cowardice, from which aro1,e jealousy the fruitful source of sedition and 
intestine wa•·~ ;-these preceded the weakness, slavery, and ruin of that 
once powerful, free, and flourishing people. 

Hapacity, which was the prevailing vice of the great, and licentious­
ness, that of the multitude ; a general corruption of manners by debau­
chery, aml the gratification of unnatural passions; poverty and weakness, 
produced by idleness and inactivity ; nf'g·lect of literature and science, 
and the abandonment of agriculture and the mechanic arts entirely to 
slaves cruelly oppressed by their tyrannical masters ;-these accelerated 
the fall of Rome, once the mi;:tress of the known world. 

One of the most melancholy instances of the sad effects of crime on 
the welfare of a people is to be found, however, in the history of later 
days,-in the dark pages of the annals of France, Not till impiety and 
profanation of all that was sacred and divine had deluged the laud; not 
till destitution or honorahle principles and feelings had distinguished all 
classes of the community, and each perstm suspected his neighbour of 
harbouring the same foul purposes that were ripening within his own 
bosom, did the reign of terror commence ; or was a vast empire placed 
in the hands of Morat, Danton, and Hobespierre, who ruled it by shed­
ding the blood of its inhabitant~ which flowed from the guillotine in 
torrents. Thus ancient and modern history speak to mankind in lan­
guage the meaning of which cannot be misunderstood, " that righteous­
ness exalteth a nation, and that sin is the reproach and eventually the 
ruin of any people." The painful vicissitudes which the Jews have in 
their recklessness of principles and morals expe,·ienced, strongly confirm 
the truth of this statement, and ought to carry conviction to eve1·y 
mind, especially to the minds of those who read the history of the 
past, to learn how they may promote more effectually the well-being 
of mankind. 

The Hebrew scriptures-the most ancient records in the world­
present to the mind of the philosopher the wonderful phenomena of 
creation, providence, and the deluge. He is furnished in the book 
of Genesis with a minute and detailed account of these astonishing 
events. Had not this book existed, some of the most important 
parts of astronomy, chronology, and history would have been clouded 
with the thickest darkness, covered with a vail which the study 
and labor of ages could not have removed. Destitute of correct 
data, all conclusions would have been founded on mere probabilities, 
which to a mind thirsting for accurate and definite information would 
have been unsatisfactory. Hence almost all ancient philosophers, 
astronomers, chronologists, and historians have taken much of their 
data from this book, and all the real discoveries of modern times 
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have confirmed the truth of its statement~. The reality of the 
deluge is established by organic remains found imbedded in the strata 
of the eart.11, and attested likewise by almost all ancient writers; 
for example, IlProsus the Chaldean, Hiel'onymus the Egyptian, Nico­
laus of Damascus, Abydenus an Assyrian, and Plato the celebrated 
Grecian ; while every person acquainted with the works of Ovid will 
no doubt be prE>pare<l to admit, that the interesting story which he tells 
of Deucalion's flood is in so many l'espects similal' to the account of 
Noah's, as to establish in 110 ordinary degree the tJ•uth of the sacred 
narrative. 

Traditions of the dPlnge have been found among the Egyptians, 
Chioese, Japanesf', Hindus, Burmans, ancient Goths and Druids, 
Mexicans, Peru,·ians, Bl'aziliam, North American Indians, Greenlanders, 
Otaheiteans, Sandwich Islanders, and in almost every country of the 
globe, Whethel' these nations at an early period possessed the simple 
and unadorned account of this wonderful event, which is given in the 
sacred writings, but which, being handed down age afte1· age, has at la.st 
became corrupted in the course oftransmissioo, it is not of matel'ial mo­
ment to inquire. For though these traditions do not agree in every pa1·­
ticular with the scripture account, they all bear unl'quivocal testimony that 
such an event as the deluge ha~ taken place, aud thus give all the evi­
dence of which they are capable to estat,lish the truth and i11spi1·a­
tion of the Bible. The Mosaic history thus spreads befo1·e the philo­
sopher the mysteries of creation, of providence, aud ofuature; on which 
he may exercise all the energies of his capacious and gifted mind ; from 
which he may enrich himself with treasures of wisdom, and still leave 
regions unexplored ; so widely extended is the wodd of research into 
which he is conducted. 

If the infidel lift up his feeble voice against the united testimony of 
all ages and nations which has been given in favour of the oracles of 
God, let that voice be hushed till he can furnish a more satisfactory 
account of the creation, progress, and destinies of the world, than that 
given in scripture. Let him hide himself in the bowels of the earth, 
examine all the fossilized deposits, which men, at least his equals in 
learning and elevation of understanding, have regarded as undoubted 
evidences of the flood; and when he has expended all his energies in this 
department of labor, let him arise from the deptlts and boldly announce 
the issue of his researches to the world. If he refuse to do this, if he 
be willing to sneer but unwilling to deal with facts, he must allow the 
Christian to say in the name of his Master, " Thou halest the light, thou 
lovest darkness becau3e thy deeds are evil." 

To the believel' in divine revelation, the history of the Hebrews 
affords abundant matter for se1·ious thought and deep reflection. The 
calamities and miseries of the Jews, in extent, sevel'ity, and long con­
tinuance are unparalleled in the history of the world. Like so many 
Neros thirsting for blood, kings have published edicts against them of 
unexampled cruelty, and sent executioners to carry them into immediate 
effect. Seditious and infuriated multitudes have massacred thousands 
upon thousands, robbed them of their property, abused their persons, 
sported with their agonies, and walked over their carcases with the 
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same insensibility with which they have trodden on the stones in the 
streets. 

Heathens, Mahomedans, and Christians, (so called) who could agree 
in nothing else, have col'dially united in this work of persecution and 
blood : with hearts as hard as adamant, unmo,•ed by the prayers, the 
tears, and piercing cries of the sntTerers, have dragged the out-casts of 
Israel as so many oxen led to the slaughter, and with an infernal 
ingenuity brought into requisition every instrument of torture and 
death, to externiinate them from the face of the earth. 

During the period when Jerus,tlem was surrounded by the Romans, 
famine more destructive than weapons of war pl'eyed indiscriminately 
on the besieged inhabitants. Though the starving multitudes seized 
on every thing they could possibly procure to satisfy the cravings of 
nature, the most loathsome refuse, even the contents of the common 
sewers, thousands reduced to mere skeletons, wasted away with hunger, 
fell down dead in the streets. Many who left the gate~ of the city and 
fled from this dire calamity, were taken prisoners and put to the most 
agonizing of deaths: of these fugitives, daily five hundred were crucified 
without the walls, till every open place was filled with their suspended 
carcases, and no other room was left for the erection of additional 
crosses and for the committing of the,e whole~ale murders. The 
houses and streets of the city were filled with the slain : those who 
fled to the temple for refuge, perished amid the burning cloisters of the 
sacred edifice, 01· were pierced to death by the swords of the enemy who 
broke in upon them ; eleven hundred thousand Jewish warriors fell 
during the siege; ninety-seven thousand were taken prisoners, and of 
these, eleven thousand, owing either to evil design or shameful neglect, 
having been left destitute of food, died of hunger. 

Throughout both the Roman and Pe1·sian dominions, they were 
grievously oppressed and persecuted : frequently multitudes of them 
\\"ere put to death ; under one Roman emperor five hundred thousand 
were slain in cold blood. 111 Africa their condition was equally calami­
tous ; the exercise of their religion was prohibited even in the caverns 
to which they had been compelled to retreat to escape the deadly fero­
city of their foes; homele3s wanderers throughout the world, and 
unfavoured with the least sympathy of the strangers among whom they 
were scattered, everywhere the vengeance of men was arrayed against 
them, and the swiftness of flight accelerated their steps only to some 
unforeseen catastrophe ; in the city of Alexandria, withi11 the space of 
a few hours, fifty thousand were deatroyed. 

Under Mahommed and the caliphs his successors, the Jewish youths 
were bribed to ahjure the religion of their fathers and to embrace the 
Musalman faith: in the event of becoming followers of the prophet, 
the property of the parents was confiscated and inherited by theil· 
apostate children. Heavy tribute, the greatest indignities and hard­
ships, indeed every species of sutfering the avarice and barbarity of 
their oppressors could dictate, was inflicted on the out-casts of Israel. 
Horrible to relate, on one occasion " seven hundred Jews were dragged 
in_ ch~ins to the market-place of the city of Medina : they descended 
ahve mto the grave, prepared at once for their execution. and burial, 
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and the apostle beheld with an inflexible eye the slaughter of his help­
less enemies." 

They were barbarously used by Christians, if the term Christian can 
be applied to vile wretches who trampled in the dust every precept of 
the law and every doctrine of the gospel, who in solemn hypocrisy 
sung psalms and praised the Lord while marching on to shed the blood 
of the innocent. Such were the crusading hosts-they murdered uot 
only Turks, but likewise many of the seed of Abraham. 

In subsequent times the vast amount of their wealth, and their total 
inability, from having lost the knowledge of arms, to defend themselves, 
excited the avarice of Christians so called; who, under the mask of piety, 
adopted every expedient to rifle their well-stored coffers. On one 
occasion, "ninety thousand Jews in Portugal were compelled to 1·eceive 
the sacrament of baptism ; the fortunes of the obstinate were confiscated, 
and their bodies tortured. The clergy of the Inquisition passed a 
decree, that those who had been baptized should be constrained, for the 
honor of the church, to persevere in the external prae;tice of a religion 
which they disbelieved and detested." Throughout the whole of Europe 
they were treated with uurelentiug cruelty. In Italy, at Trani and 
Naples; also in Spain, at Toledo and Barcelona, throughout the pro­
vinces of Valentia, Navarre and Arragon ; likewise in France, in the 
provinces of Naine, Anjou, Touraine, Poitou, Guyeune and Languedoc, 
many perished; and the condition of all the sunivors was one of extreme 
hardship. In England, at Norwich, almost all of them were killed ; and 
at Y m·k fifteen hundred, who had taken refuge in the castle and were 
there attacked by their enemies, when death became the only alterna­
tive, " perished by a mutual slaughte1· ; each father was the murderer 
of his wife and of his children." In Germany, at Treves, Mentz, 
Spire, and Worms, thousands were plundered and slain in a general 
massacre; nt Frankfort, besides those who were put to death by the 
sword, one hundl"ed and eighty having been consigned to the flames and 
treated with every indignity, were burnt to ashes; at Ulm, the Jewish 
inhabitants were refused all quarter; parents and children united in life 
by the dearest bonds, and undivi<led eveu in death, perished together 
in the same tremendous _catastrophe ; not one son of Israel escaped to 
tell the woes of his brethren. Nor only in the dark middle ages, but 
also in times designated more enlightened, have the Jews experienced 
every kind of injustice and tyranny. All the European states declared 
them incapable, owing to their religious belief, to be members of any 
corporate bo<ly, or to fill any offices of trust; and on the same ground 
deprived them of every civil right and immunity, which as men, what­
ever might have been their creed (so long as that creed did not urge 
them to disturb the civil coustitution and peace of their country) they 
ought to have possessed. Because the wealth they accumulated by 
industry and the management of their finances wa9 found exceedingly 
useful to relieve sovereigns and nobles in emergencies produced by 
extravagauce and vice; their existence it is true was tolerated, at least 
till such time as they came for the payment of their bonds, wheu not 
unfrequently fur some pretended fault they were kindly handed over to 
the jailor, and compelled to disburse as large a sum for ll.1.1:ir liberation 
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as would perhaps clear the account of their royal and honorable 
debtors. 

In every country, laws most inimical to their interests were enacted 
and ri~idly enforced to the very letter, sometimes at the expense of 
both property and life. Such legislation was even attempted to be 
justified not on principles of worldly policy merely, hut on those of the 
sacred volume. It was gravely arguE'd to be the duty of Christian 
nations to withhold from the Hebrews the natural rights of men and 
citizens-to treat them with the respect, which is ever due to rectitude 
of principle and purity of morals, was considered to be frustrating the 
accomplishment of ancient prophecy, which foretold they would be a 
suffering people. As if a God infinitely just and holy could sanction 
deeds of wickedness, and commit the execution of his judgments to the 
special charge of men, most of whom despised his authority and made 
a mockery of all religion. As if those who meddled with secret things 
which belong exclusively to the Lo1·d, and rashly touching the wheel of 
Providence helped forward the affliction of unhappy Israel, would not 
incur the sore displeasure of Him who is the declared and rightful 
Avenger of the oppressed. 

If sincere affection properly manifested be the way from one human 
bosom to auother, and no heart can be approached by persecution and 
vengeance without exciting feelings of hostility, possibly emotions of 
undying contempt, it is not marvellous that oppressive exactions and 
unjust impri50nments, wounds and slaughters unprovoked, should have 
failed to recommend the Christian faith to the unbiased consideration 
of the Jews. Persecution has exerted on their minds only the same 
influence it has exercised over the minds of other people, rendered them 
more attached to their own opinions and more hostile to those of thei1· 
oppressors. 

During the last half century their political rights and privileges have 
been in part, however, acknowledged. Many nations have now redress­
ed their grievances, and as the principles of civil and religious freedo1n 
are better understood and more highly appreciated they will be treated 
in every quarter of the globe as men and citizens. This improvement 
in their political condition, is, no doubt, decreasing their prejudices, and 
disposing them to give christianity the consideration which its claims 
deserve. Let the religion of Jesus, which breathes peace on earth and 
good will toward men, be addressed to them in its own godlike spirit, 
and it may then cease to appear what the characters of its inconsistent 
disciples have hitherto represented it to be, and instead of exciting 
hatred in any meet with a welcome reception. 

Their spiritual well-being, thoug·h neglected for ages, ha~ now become 
an object of solicitude and interest to all denominations of christians; 
the divine blessing which has attended energetic and wisely directed 
labours to effect their conversion affords abundant encouragement both 
to societies and their agents to persevere in the enterprise they have 
undertaken, and to anticipate the gathering of the Hebrews into the 
church of Christ with the fulness of the Gentiles, as one of the greatest 
and most happy of foretold events. 

VOL. I. G 
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That the Jews are to be converted to the christian faith and become 
as pre-eminent for their attachment to the Redeemer as they are now 
conspicuous for their hostility, is an opinion universally entertained: 
but with respect to matters of less moment relating to this suhject good 
men are divided in their sentiments, Some couceive the Holy Land 
will be the scene of their conversion, that they will return thither, where 
besides the preaching of the Gospel and the divine teachings of the 
Spirit to make them wise to salvation, the Saviour himself will descend 
from heaven to convince them of the truth of his Messiahship ; make 
his appearance again in the flesh, and dwell amoug them as their P1·ince 
and King, 

Some of those who believe the age of miracles closed with the 
ministry of the Apostles, and that consequently the spiritual interests 
of the .Jews will be advanced just in the same way as those of other 
people, by the proclamation of divine truth accompanied with the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, are of opinion they will be converted in 
the respective countries into which they are scattered, and return after­
wards to Palestine. Other persons conceive, the predictions which have 
reference to the Jews during the Gospel economy speak of a spiritual 
restoration only, and are silent about their emigration to the natural 
Canaan. 

The difficulty of rightly interpreting the prophecies relative to these 
matters is certainly great. The fact that the best of men whose sole 
aim was the discovery of truth have arrived at conclusions widely 
different, shews the difficulty to be one of no common magnitude, and 
also the desirableness of every writer's approaching the examination of 
sentiments opposed to his own in a spirit of candour and charity. 

Though however it be difficult to ascertain the mind of the Spirit in 
these predictions, to make the attempt cannot be a waste of study and 
time ; since the views which christians entertain of any portion of 
scripture, especially if it be a portion immediately bearing on the 
etemal interests of the church and the world, must influence their 
minds in forming and executing plans to promote the religious well­
being of their fellow-men. They cannot therefore be too solicitous abont 
the correctness of their ·views and the solidity of the reasons on which 
they are founded. It may therefore be of service to notice those 
portions of the sacred writings which al'e supposed to have reference 
to the subject under consideration. 

The following are some of the numerous passages of scripture, 
thought to point to the restoration of the Jews to their owu land. 

Deut. xxx. 1-5. Jer. xxxiii. 7-11. 
Isa. xiv. I, 2. Ezek. xi. 15-20. 
Jer. xvi. 14, 15. Ezek. xxxiv. 11-15. 
Jer. xxxi. 4-12. Ezek. xxxvi. 8-36. 
Jer. xxxii. 37-41, Ezek. xxxix. 25-2!J•. 
Deut. xxx. 1-5. It is predicted in this interesting portion of the 

sacred writings, that when during the years of captivity and suffering 

• .\s it would occupy too much space in the pages of the Obserr,er to insert 
all these passages, the reader is respectfully solicited to turn ta his Bible and 
c:u~h&lly peruse them. 
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the Hebrews would recal to mind the bles~ing and the curse which 
were set before them in thei,· ow11 land, and would return to the Lord 
really penitent, and obey with all their heart and soul the divine com­
mands which they had so awfully disregarded: then Jehovah would 
gather them from the midst of the nations among which they were dis­
persed, and bring them again to Palestine, where he would greatly 
enrich them both with temporal and spiritual blessings. The happy 
condition of the Hebrews after their return from Babylon, and the 
high-toned piety for which they were distinguished, afford evidence both 
interesting and conclusive that the prophecy of Moses was then literally 
fulfilled, and cannot, as has been supposed, have reference to any subse­
quent period in the christian dispensation. It has already been accom­
plished, and consequently no arg11m£:nts can we think legitimately be 
drawn from it to support the hypothesis of a second fulfilment-the 
return of the Jews to Palestine in these latter days•. 

Another prediction adduced to establish this hypothesis is contained 
in the fourteenth chapte1· of Isaiah. Afte1· having carefully perused the 
whole of this chapter with the preceding one between which there is 
an unbroken connexion, and the subsequent history of the Jews, and 
of the kingdom of Babylon, most persons will most probably be pre­
pared to admit, that the events foretold in this portion of prophecy have 
transpired ages ago. The divine mercy and goodness so strikingly 
manifested to the childre11 of Israel in their return from Babylon to their 
own land a1·e distinctly mentioned in the book of Ezra, and may be re­
garded as the accomplishment of the gracious p1·omise announced by the 
prophet Isaiah. 

It has been argued that the prophecy in Jer. xvi. 14, 15, has 
reference to the restoration of the Jews to their own land during the 
christian dispensation, because it predicts that their return will be more 
illustrious and memorable than their deliverance from Egypt, and because 
such an illustrious event is supposed not to have already taken place, 
This view is supported by reasons which are seemingly indeed well 
founded, and are plausibly adapted to gain a ready admittance into the 
reader's mind, accustomed as he i3 to assoc,iate all thut is morally and 
religiously great with the christian era: but a due consideration of the 
peculiarities that marked the return from Babylon, differing in many 
respects from those which distinguished the deliverance from Egypt, 
will be sufficient to explain the words of the prophet, without extending 
their reference to our own times. 

The deliverance from Egypt was effected by d[vine power, against 
which there was arrayed every possible degree of hostility and defiance, 
By afflicting the Egyptians with pestilential diseases and heavy cala­
mities which threatened to annihilate the whole nation, reluctant con­
sent to let the Hebrews go was at last wrung from the hard-hearted 
monarch ; but no sooner did he see them set out on their departure 
than he pursued them with the same infu1·iated rage, and was drowned 
while in the act of fighting against God. The effects of these visible 
manifestations of Omnipotence on the minds of the Israelites were not 

• We must beg leave to dissent from this bypothesii of our correspon­
dent,-£D, 

G2 
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such as might liave been expected; sca1·cely l1ad the waters rushed 
together and buried the Egyptian army, and thus nndered fartl1er 
pursuit impossible, than they began to abuse Moses and sin against 
God: thei1· transgressions had the most extensi,·e range, and were 
accompanied with the greatest aggravation ; indeed, almost every wickt•d­
ness and vice which mankind are capable of practising, may be found 
in the catalogue of their crimes. Cut off hy diseases, the sad effects of 
their immorality, and by the awful juclgmcnts of heaven with which 
they were visited for their idolatry and other heinous offences, most of 
those ( all indeed but a few individuals) who came out of bondage died 
during the forty years sojourn in the wilderness; the fathers were 
gathered to the grave before their sons and daughters, an improved 
generation, inherited the blessings of the promised land. 

The captivity in Babylon terminated in a manner somewhat ditrerent. 
Not driven Ly fear, but anxious to carry out purposes of justice and 
clemency deliberately formed iu his own mind, afte1· thr conquest of 
Babylon, Cyrus made known throughout his dominions, that all Jews 
disposed to return to the land of thei1· fathers would be furnished with 
every facility to expedite their journey and reinstate them in that coun­
try; and that those who chose to remain in the place, where they were 
then residing, would be favoured with all the rights and privileges of which 
they had been deprived during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. "Cyrus 
King of Persia made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus Kiug of Persia, 
the Lord of heaven bath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and he 
halh charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Who is there among you of all his people ? his God he with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of 
the Lord God of Israel (he is the God) which is in Jerusalem; and 
whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojonmeth, let the men of 
his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, heside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem." 

An earthly monarch forming, appreciating, and accomplishing as 
his own, the very purposes _of rectitude and benevolence which engaged 
the mind of Him who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working, 
was a manifestation of divine providence which those who witnessed 
must have contemplated with peculiar interest and pleasure : it verified 
in a striking manner the following words of prophecy : Thus saith 
Jehovah, the Hedeemer that saith of Cyrus, he is my shepherd, 
and shall perform all my pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, thou shah 
be built; and to the temple, thy foundation shall be laid. Thus saith 
Jehovah to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 1·ight hand I have holden, to 
subdue nations before him. 

This did not fail to excite the pious feelings of the Hebrews ; they 
were sincerely grateful to their royal benefactor, adored and praised 
Him by whom kinas reign and princes decree justice. 

" In consequen;e of this proclamation, 42,360 of the captives of 
Judah, witb 7 537 attendants, and a multitude of camels, horses, and 
cattle, were soon assembled together; to whom the noble-minded 
monarch gave the vessels of the hou,e of Jehovah, which Nebuchad-
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nezz:11· had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and placed in the house 
of his irods; to which great treamres were added by the voluntary 
contt·ibutions of those of the captivt>s who, from local connexions, or 
other motives, were to remain behind." 

When they were re-establish!'d in their own laud they listened with 
d!'ep solicitude to the exhortations of Ezra, and proclaimed with one 
voice their holy resolve to follow the counsel of their distinguished 
countryman, to put away from them every evil, and to walk in the 
statutes and judgments of the Lord blamelessly. "Then di the con­
grpgation answered and said with a loud voice, As thou hast said so 
must we do." On the first day of Tisri, which is the first Hebrew 
mouth of the civil year, the seventh of the ecclesiastical and answers 
to September, all the children of hrael having left the respective cities 
in which they dwelt came up to Jerusalem, to do as it is written in the 
law of Moses the man of God. The altar which the Babylonians 
destroyed at the burning of the temple, they immediately rebuilt, on 
the site most probably 011 which it formerly stood, in the inner court 
of the temple, before the l'orch leading into the holy place. 

Morning and evening they appeared before the Lord, prese.nted the 
appointed hurnt-offe1·iugs on the altar, and did as the duty of every 
day required. 

Those who had riches contributed freely towards the erection of the 
temple a sum which in English money would be about seventy-five 
thousand li\'e hundred pounds, and after the performance of the duties 
that had brought them together journeye<l homewa1·ds with minds, no 
rloulit, much im11roved by the engagedness of heart with which they 
had served the God of their fathers. 

After the lapse of a year, of which a great portion had been occupied 
in purchasing and preparing materials for the sacred edifice, they again 
visited Jerusalem, and all, excepting the aged men who wept at the 
remembrance of former glory, wituessed the building commenced with 
feelings of gladness. To the sounds of the cymbals and trumpets, 
they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord; because he is good, for his me1·cy endureth for ever toward 
Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they 
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was 
laid. 

Such are the peculiarities of these two periods in Jewish history. 
Now let the hard-hearted Pharoah be compared with the noble-minded 
Cyrus-the uproarious and insolent manner in which the people con­
ducted themselves towards Moses with the respect and reverence they 
cherished for Ezra-the idolatry and wickedness that marked the forty 
years sojourn in the wilderness with the simple, unaffected, and high­
toned piety which characterized the builders of the second temple; 
and then, whether the return of the Heh1·ews from Babylon was not 
more illustrious and memorable than their deliverance from Egypt, 
and does not satisfactorily explain the words of the prophet without 
any necessity for extending their reference to our own times, must be 
left to the impartial judgment of the reade1·. 

The other part of these predictions, refening to the long-continued 
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and cruel oppressors of the Hebrew people, is now a fact recorded in 
the pages of authentic history. 

Frt>derick, Rennell, Kinnier, and Rich, and almost all travellers that 
have visited the site of ancient Babylon declare, that the prophecies 
relating to it have been accomplished, not only in general, but in every 
particular. The golden city-the beauty of the Chaldee's excellency-the 
Glory of Kin:rdoms-Babylon the Great is fallen. Its name and rem­
nant are cut otf. There the Arabian pitches not his tent; there the 
shepherds make not their folds ; but the wild beasts of the field lie 
there, and their houses are full of doleful creatures. It is a possession 
for the bittern, and a dwelling-place for dragons-a wilderness, a dry 
land, and a desert-a burnt mountain-empty-wholly desolate-pools 
of water-heaps-and utterly dc,troyed-a land where no man dwell­
eth-every man that goeth by it is astonished. " There would be 
something extremely melancholy in the fate of Babylon, its desolation, 
its disappearance, ils external annihilation, afte1· so vigorous and long 
continued exertion to i-aise it to pre-eminence, did we not know that 
its pride was excessive, and its power was cruel. The fierceness of 
war was the delight of its kings. Nebuchadnezzar himself had been 
a warrior of no limited ambition ; the Chaldeans were bitter, hasty, 
sanguinary, ferocious; and to read the accounts of their inhumanity 
prepares us for a reverse, which we await, but do not regret. It ii 
not only because we are bette1· acquainted with the miseries inflicted 
on Jerusalem and the sanctuary that we admit these feelings in 1·espect 
to Babylon : there can he no doubt, but that othe1· nations had equ.illy 
suffered under her oppression: the people who are emphatically called 
to execute the ,·engeauce determined against her, had certainly been 
galled unde1· her yoke. Cyrus and Xerxes, who captured he1· city and 
destrnyed her temple, were but the avengen of their country, Alexander 
considered himself in the same light. 

"Idolatry took its rise in Babylon, was fostered and protected there, 
and from thence was diffused throughout, at least, the western world: 
the liberal arts, the recondite sciences, with every power of the human 
mind, were rendered subservient to systematic idolatry. Its doom, 
therefore, must con-espo11d with its crimes. It is enough however 
for us that we know its punishment to be just; and that we are happily 
enabled to trace in its ruins the unequivocal and even the verbal 
accomplishment of those Jll'E'dictions which denounced its calamities­
the mouuments of its miseries long dese1·ved, but not remitted though 
postponed," 

Jer. xxxiii. 7-1 l. In this propl1ecy it is predicted that both Judah 
and Israel should return out of captivity. That the Jews are again to 
dwell in the land of their fathers some persons think this passage 
clearly proves; they are of opinion that as far as it relates to the ten 
tribes at least, it ce1·tainly remains yet to be accomplished. 

The ten tribes were taken captive into Assyria about a hundred 
years before the commencement of the Babyloniah capth·ity; now it is 
exceedingly probable that Cyrus, who had conquered both the Chaldeans 
and Assyrians, extended his decree to all the Jews including the 
Israelites, and thus effected the deliverance of both Judah and Israel 
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at the same time. Among the sacrifices offered at the feast of the 
dedication of the temple, it is distinctly said there was presented " for 
a sin-offering for all Israel tweh·e he-goats, according to the number 
of the twelve tribes of Israel," from which it may be fairly inferred that 
some of all the ten tribes were present with Judah on that interesting 
occasion. Though many remained in Assyria after the royal proclama­
tion, it was no doubt a matter of choice, as it was with those who 
continued to reside in the kingdom of Babylon after the departure of 
their brethren; at least, there is no evidence to prove the contrary: 
and the two countries being under the sway of the same illustrious 
monarch, disposed to act on principles of justice and benevolence towards 
all, renders it not only probable, but almost certain. Those who 
remained behind would consequently cease to be captives, and as this 
prophecy speaks concerning captives only, it could not with any pro­
priety be longer addressed to them, its legitimate reference would be 
to those who embraced the opportunity to return which Divine pro• 
vidence afforded them, whether they were few 01· many. 

The following are some of the passages of scripture supposed to 
allude to the union of Judah and Israel under the reign of one king. 

Isa. xi. 10-13. Jer. xxiii. 3-8. Ezek. xxxvii. 15-28 
Jer. iii. 17, 18. Jer. xxxiii. 12-26. Hos. i. 10, l I. 
Since the defection of the ten tribes from the house of David 

jealousies, animosities, and feuds had existed between the two king­
doms of Judah and Israel. The prophets foretold that these kingdoms, 
divided in affection, interests, and aims, would again cordially unite 
and live happily unde1· the sway of the same government. 

After the Assyrian and Babylonish captivities this union of the two 
kingdoms was effected; for all the captives who returned to the land 
of their fathers lived under the same constitution, were governed 
by the same laws, and had one prince who was of the house of David 
to rule over them; then Ephraim ceased envying Judah, and Judah 
ceased vexing Ephraim. 

Another interesting event foretold in tl1ese prophecies is that the 
Hebrews would make an entire renunciation of idolatry, and for ever 
afterwards worship the only living and true God. Every one who has 
made himself familiar in the least degree with the history of this 
distinguished people remembers many instances of gross idolatry of 
which they were guilty. '' Before the captivity, the Jews had no 
synagogues for public worship or public instruction, nor any places to 
resort to for either, unless the temple at Jerusalem, or the cities of the 
Levites, or to the prophets, when God was pleased to send such among 
them ; owing to the want of these great ignorance prevailed among the 
people; God was little known among them, and his laws almost wholly 
forgotten : and, therefore, as occasions offered, they were easily drawn 
into all the superstitious and idolatrous usages of the neighbouring 
nations. 

" After the captivity, synagogues being erected among them in every 
city, to which they constantly resorted for public worship, and where 
every week they had the law from the fil"st, and immediately after the 
time of Antiochus's persecution, the prophets also read unto them, and 
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\\"ere, by Sl'rmons and exho1·tations delivered there, at least, every 
sahhath, instructed in their duty, and exc-ited to the performance of it; 
this kept them in a thorough knowledge of God and his laws. And 
the threats which they found in the prophets against the breakers of 
them, after these also came to be read among them, deterred them 
from acts of transgression." 

Though their mint.ls have been distracted with anxiety and fear, thei1· 
hoclies tortured, thei1· property confiscated and their lives placed in 
jeopardy, sometimes forfeited on account of their religion, yet from 
that memorable period through successive generations to the present 
day, neither sacred nor profane history has reproached them ( a~ a 
people) with the sin of idolatr)". They are now dispersed iuto every 
l"Pgion of the globe, and have little or no intercourse with each other, 
yet from all lands they lift up the voice of thanksgiving and prayer 
to the same Lord, and Him only do they serve-the God of their 
fathers, of Abraham, of Isaac and of .Jacob, 

To this view of these prophecies it is objected, the .Jews themselves 
helieve they shall again dwell in the Holy Land, and a desire to return 
thither is among them almost universally cherished. Had the Hebrews 
been distinii;uished for rightly interpreting other portions of the sacred 
volume which have special allusion to themselves, much deference 
might be paid to their views and feelings on this subject, and every 
writer would do well to pause before he entertained an opinion different 
to tl1eirs; but notorious as they have been, in every age, for misunder­
standing the plainest prophecies ; apprehending temporal blessings were 
promised, when the sacred writer spoke of spiritual bestowments only, 
and persisting in error with an obstinacy truly a~tonishing, during the 
space of eightern hunt.Ired years, this object.ion is altogether futile. 

It is thought hy some persons that the return of the Jews to Pales­
tine would be such a manifestation ot' the glory of God, such an 
illustration of the inspiration of prophecy and the truth of christianity, 
as would destroy the incredulity and convert the infidel portiou ol' the 
world. 

The advancement of the eternal interests of this class, this most 
pitiable of all classes of the human family, is an event every believer 
in divine revelation anticipates, and for which he daily prays; he may 
however think the means which will be employed to bring it about, 
will not be the emigration of this ancient people to Canaan, but means 
of a nature widely different, Other systems of religion horrow their 
success and greatness from earthly pomp and splendour, and in the 
midst of external glare blind the minds of men with a more than Egyptian 
darkness, a moral darkness that may be felt. The grandeur of the 
religion of the Nazarene consists in its perfect simplicity and entire 
spirituality, in his kingdom not being of this world. It has spread 
from the fishing coasts of Galilee over almost every part of the globe; 
disdaining foreign aid, it has advanced step by step hy its own intrinsic 
merits, and sul,dued to its holy and enlightened sway men of every 
country, of every creed, and of every shade of morals. 

It has convinced thousands of infidels of sin, of righteousness, and of 
a judgment to come, and given thew joy and peace in believing, and thus 
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p~esented a most gratifying proof of its efficiency to convert the rest 
of their incl'edulous brethl'en, whether the Jews return to Palestine 
01· not. 

It numbers among its disciples not a few of the sons of Israel, whom 
it has enlightened and blessed, just in the same way as it has effected 
the salvation of other persons, by the simple proclamation of its truths, 
accompanied with the influences of the Holy Spirit. It does not promise 
to any nation, land or sect the enjoyment of exclusive privileges; the 
wall of partition whirh divided the Jews and Gentiles is thrown down, 
and the gospel is proclaimed, uot as the religion for a people, but of a 
world. 

It takes no cogniz:mce of colour, tribe or rank, hut views all that 
obey its commandments as one, without respect of persons. There is 
now neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision no1· unci1·cumcision, Barba­
rian, Scythian, bond nor free. 

In the event of being converted to the Christian faith, the qualifica­
tions of the Jews to act as Missionaries to the Infidel, Muhammedan, 
and Heathen world would be such as to render their retum to Pales­
tine, to say the least, exceedingly undesirable anJ likewi~e improbable. 

" Their number furnishes a sufficient cloud of witnesses to attest the 
truth of the Bible. Their dispersion has spread these wilnesses through 
all parts of the globe. Their adherence to their religion, especially con­
sidering it as persecuted or contemned over the face of the whole earth, 
and their frequent apostacies when they lived under theii· own kings 
in the land of promise, and within sight of the temple, makes their 
testimony unquutionable." 

By their dispersion they have acquired a thorough knowledge of the 
manners, customs, and languages of almost the whole of the inhabitants 
of the world ; were they settled in Judea these qualifications would be 
of little arnil to themselves and of no service to the church ; but em. 
ployed in the respective countries where they now reside, the~e would 
enable them to preach the glad tidings of redemption to all nations, 
kindred, and tongues, and to berome the most efficient agents in build­
ing up that spiritual kingdom which theil· fathers laboured to destroy. 
When the Jews thus stand forth as living witnesses, in every country, 
bearing the same unequivocal testimony, " This is eternal life to know 
Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou ha~t sent," it may 
surely be expected to infuse into the church adJitional zeal and energy, 
to bring into exercise a benign and overwhelming power to break the 
slumbers of a guilty and sleeping world, which will issue in the salva­
tion of millions, and happily verify the words of the sacred writer, "If 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall 
the receiving of them be, but life from the dead• ?'' 

Having thus freely stated his present opinions upon a subject 
which has not often been discu3sed, simply with a view to excite in-

• It is in a high degree worthy of attention that the gospel ceased in a great 
measure to spread, to have free course and to be glorified, just at the very time 
wheu the chief of its propagators ceased to be Jews.-These scribes instructed in 
the kingdom of heaven were possessed of double resources, and bringing out of 
their tre!lsury things new and old, the gospel in their blinds was mighty through God 
to tbe pulling down of stPoogholds,-ED. 

VOL. I. H 
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quiry, the wl'itcr has no intention to enter into controversy by defending 
them, but cheerfully leaves them to the consideration of your rcaderF. 

He has tl·roughout the paper endeavoured to ex.press his own opini­
ons with becomi11g· deference to those who entertain different senti­
ments, aud hopes he has al'Oided the possibility of hurting· the feeliugs 
of any. 

ScUUTATOR. 

VII.-The Twenty~first Report qf the Bengal Auxiliary 
Missionary Society. 

This document we have perused with that pleasure which we ever 
dC'sire to feel when contf'mplatiug any cl1annel of communication which 
reports progress in the Hedeemer's kingdom. His name is as "oint­
ment poured forth," an<l conveys a sweE>t savour to every thing with 
which it is combined. \Ve cannot in such Heports expect novelty or 
variety from year to year; but it is a source of pleasure to find at 
timPs, that the work of Christ is not retrograding, if it is not much 
advancing ;-that the siC'ge is maintained, if the city is not taken. It 
is a mercy that the Lord Jesus continues his servants in the field of 
merciful operation-and it is a merey that God has not entered into 
judgment with this ob~tinately impenitent land, and hy providential 
convulsion driven his ambassadors away from the midst of it :-for 
this let us give thanks, amidst internal monotony and external dead­
ness. 

The Report before us comprehends the usual topics of Missionary 
operation. We liud the various channels of Native and English 
pre;ichi11g-of native and Engli~h education-of native an<l EuropP.an 
agency, of male and female schools, in full play for the dissemiuation 
of the Gospel. It ought e,·er to he a subject of rejoici11g to see so many 
agencies in grace, as in nature, blending together harmoniously for the 
glory of God aml the good of man. The difficulty we have to contend 
with is, to give lo each its due proportion, aud no more or less : 
herein is ~piritual wisdoni needed. 

We are glad to see that out· Mi3sionary brethren in the case before 
us, l1ave m uslered strougly in mitii•e p1·eaching, and t.hat seven of 
thrm have been e11abh•d to maintain this primitirn and apostolic: mode 
of aggrcs~ion 011 Satan's empire. May they he enabled to persevere:­
and may tl1ey have the gift of language, as \\'ell as the grace of truth; 
-for, assuredly, much of the power of the latter depends on the per­
fection of the formc1·. 

Englislt Preachi11g in its due proportion is most useful in maintain­
ing a ministerial sympathy between the church of Christ here in her 
ordinary functions as a community, and in her extraordinary operations 
as a J\Jissionary organ. It were neither wise nor good to suppress 
this-however proper to maintain a general limit of office. 

The Cln·i~·tian lnstituti,m, with the J'l,eological class as its van­
guard, occupies now a prominent place in the Report of the B. A. M. 
Society; and we are glad to see that it is becoming more and more 
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effective. We trust the appral for aid to suppo1·t it will not be disre­
garded by those who would desire to see the young brought up in the 
" fear of the Lord." 

There is a very interesting statistical document concerning the little 
church at Krislmapore, furnished by one of its co-pastors. It is a 
faithful report, an<l presents a miniatm·e as to much of the work in 
this country. The folloy;ing ntract is valuable :-

" If it be inquired, what is the actual condition of these people? tl1e 
answer will, it is to be feared, prnve l,ut little satisfactory either to those 
who put the question, or to the l\Jissionary who cleems actual personal 
conversion of the heart and mind, tun1ed not only from darkness to 
lig·ht, but from the power of Satan unto God, the great aim and only ade­
quate result of en111gPlical lauour. In this point of \'ie,v, it must with 
deep pain be confessed, both that the knowledge of the trnth of the Gos­
pel possessell by the majol'ity of these people is very limited, and what 
is still moi-e to be deplore,I, its sa\'ing and sanctifying impression on their 
souls in some cases 1louhtful, in most l.111t small. Ou the other hand, we 
must take into account, the del.'p debasement of mind and conscience and 
moral condition fro111 which these poor people hare been drawn. That 
they should not at once shake off all the mir~ of supt>rstilion, emerge 
into a clear light, and pant afte1· the Di vine likeness with all the ear­
nestness of soul evinced by a less apathetic po!'ple when enlightened by 
the truth, roused by the law, and drawn hy the Gospel of the Redeeme1·, 
can scarcely be a matter of surprise to those who l1ave a full acquaint­
;mce with the actual state of meutal and moral, civil and physical, degra­
dation in which we found them. J\Jeanwhile the missionarii.'s in charg·e 
ha,·e, from the first, been dilig·ent in doing the work of evang-elists in 
faith, affection and prayer-it is theirs to labour; success is from above. 
Dinne senice, including siug'ing, prayer, readi11g of the Scriptures and 
preaching is regularly conducted on every Sabbath day. Besides which 
a Hiule-class meets in the afternoon of that da1·, when those who can 
read, men and women, are cai-ried regularly thiough a familiar exposi­
tion of some portion of holy Sc1·ipture, previously 1·eall by them verse 
and verse about. Questions are ask .. d calculated to elicit their measure 
of knowledge, arrest attention, 01 excite spiritual affections-the whole 
concluding with prayer. Already has very essential improvement re­
sulted from this exercise, whid1 was beg·un only in the latte1· pa1·t of last 
yea1·, since when the whole book of Genesis, with a considerable po1·tion 
of the Psalms, has been gone over, it is I.rusted, not without a divine 
blessing. This plan seems to meet peculiar acceptance with the hest 
disposed among the people, as indeed was naturally to be expected. The 
word of God is the lamp, alike, and the stimulus an,! the food of the soul 
-there can be but slow and small advance in knowledge or growth in 
g-rnce, whe1·e it is not constantly read, stndiecl and applied. I certainly 
attach the greatest impo1·tance to the persevering adoption of the plan of 
Biule-classes, as much moi-e calculated to maiut;,in attention than ordi­
nary sermons, which are both pre~ently forgotten and afford but small 
aid towards entering into the meaning, force and spirit of the Scriptul'es, 
in their private perusal. A school-master also gives daily in,truction to 
the child1·en of the Christians and to any others that choose tu attend; 
while at night he teaches the adults who have not as )'et learned to read 
-fur, till a man can read the Divine word fo1· himself, he can be hut on a 
very unstable footing of spiritual safety and comfort; most of bis unoc­
cupied time will he unprofitably spent; and inducements will he many to 
lazy sauntering, i1lle g·ossip, sleep or other worse mode. of spending· what 
he has no mode of happily employing.'' 

H2 
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Chinsurah, Berhampore and Mirzapore p1·esent their quota of inter­
esting matter, into which tht:, limits of this brief notice pre\·ent us from 
entering. 

\Ve arc glad to see that some of the servants of Christ in those 
stations who have been long tried are not found wanting in faith. May 
they stancl strong in their Master's grace, and though '' faint let them 
pnrsne"-for the day of ,·ictory is at hand. " Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen." 

Altogether we commend the spirit of the Report as a plain and 
honest record of facts-and may the Lord God prosper all the opera­
tions of the Brethren whose names a1·e written in it I 

VIII.-Furtlier Supplement to the Index of Bengali Dictionaries 
and Grammars, ~c. 

(Continued from the Ci1lcutta Christian Observer for May 1839.) 

No. 17. <!~t&tfs;tt'f -sru,._ ~att'fjf f;if:JJ~ '511'1Jtfl\ 'li:.,t'Jt"II 
wt,tt,;l"ltt'll' <lii[lp•ftg "ifl11 &c. by Rameshwar Tarkalankar. Calcutta, 
from i:he Gyanaratuakar (Native) Press, 1839. 
This volume was published only in the month of Shraban (including 

part of our July and August) or the present year. lu typographical 
execution, the quality of the paper, binding, and appearance generally, 
it is but little above the standard of native bazar publications; yet in 
literal accuracy and freedom from typographical errors, it exhibits a very 
cousideralile degree of advance iu the conduct of the Native Presses, 
partaking as they do, largely, of the imp1'ovement evidently going on, in 
a constantly accelerated ratio, among the 'A'hole native communily. The 
number of Bengali words collected in this Dictionary, and explained in 
the same languagf', is about 18,000, a consideral.Jly greater number than 
is to be found in any other Dictionary in which the explanation is in 
Bengali only. It extends to 473 pages, printed in double columns, 
averaging 19 to 20 words to a column. The explanations are, on the 
whole, correct and pretty _numerous: many words noi in common use, 
some evim which are as yet confined to Sanskrit, are to !:le found here­
in; under some, as l!._lrJ (the sun), sot<! existence, &c. very numerous 
SJnonyms are given, all extremely helpful to the student. To his pre­
decessors in this line, the compiler is, of course, largely indebted, 
especially to his immediate predecessor Jagannarayan, whose very useful 
work was noticed under No. 15. of this Index, in the Ch1·istian Obse1·­
ver for the month of FebruaJ"y last. The non-employment of any system 
of punctuation or mark of ~eparation between the continuous but distinct 
meanings of the same term, is a defect ; and to Europeans at least will 
prnve at first a hindrance to prompt and easy reference. An improve­
ment in this, however, will no doubt follow in the train with many others, 
ere long. The work is to be had at No. 150, .A'.hiritollah, and iu the 
shops in the Old China Bazar, for Co.'s H.s. 2. in native half-binding. 

It merits a place in the library of every European student of the 
language, who is l,ut inadequately furnished with helps in the way of 
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Dictionaries, &c. so long as he has no means of getting at a purely 
natil!e explication of the words he meets with in hi~ rl'ading or hus 
occasion to employ in composition or conversation. This will very 
often carry to the mind a much clearer impression of the shade of 
meaning than can be obtained from any English D1ction:iry. There is 
a certain idiomatic nicety of idea which is conveyable in 110 other way, 
as any scholar advanced bl'yond the condition of a mere tyro, must be well 
aware. It i~ l1ighly gratifying to find well-instructed natives bPginning 
to awake, ou the one hand, from the lethargy of indifference in which 
they have hitherto heen laid in all matters of literature not directly bear­
ing upon the acquisition of gain; or shaking off, on the other, the absurd 
conte:npt, so long indulged, of the vernacular idioms, in a supreme super­
stitious preference of the so-supposed language of the gods, the refined 
Sanskrit, and whi<;h e,•en yet marks the whole mce of Pandits and others, 
whose attainm,mts are still limited within the range of the native 
Shastras and Purans. Europeans who, whethe1· from a love of literature 
simply, or from a higher and holie1· desire to extend the knowledge of a 
pure faith among the millions of Hindustan, take au interest in the 
progress of education generally among the natives of this country, ought 
surely to be pleased with and liberally to encourage every attempt like 
the present to supply an admitted deficiency, and to aid the great 
cause of the advance of knowledge, (Jf true religion, and of morals 
among them. A little patronage only is wauted to allure many others 
into the same curriculum of useful effort. 

CrNSURENSis, 

ffliootan«r!l anlr 1\tligfauo lnttlligtnct. 

l.-M111 SIONARY AND EcCLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS. 
The following movements have occurred since ou1· last. Tl,e Rev. \V, 

P. Lyon a111l l\Jrs. Lyon, l\lrs. G. Pearce, and Mrs. Patersou and child 
ha,•e sailed for England on the Owen Glendower. \Ve are li;ippy to find, 
by a lette1· from the vessel when opposite Madras, that the health of 
l\J rs. Lyons had greatly improved .-Rev. Dr. Somers, l\lt-s. Somers 
and child have anived from Benares on their way to Europe.-Tl,e 
Rev. H. Fii;her, junr. leaves Dinapore to officiate at the Presidency.­
The Rev. Dr. HielJerlin and Mrs. H. have arrived in C;ilcutta.-Rev. 
J. W eitbrecht and Mrs. W. have gone to Benares. We 1•eo·ret that 
the health of :Mrs. W. has required this movement. -The Re~. Messrs, 
Gogerly and Lacroix have proceeded on an extensive l\lissionary tou1· to 
t~e North-East o~ Calcutta.-:ne Rev. A. Stronac!1 of lSingapore 
will occupy the station formerly tilled by the Rev. J. Davies at Piuaug.­
'l'he Rev. A. Gros has been olJliged to leave Mauritius on account of ill 
health; we regret to learn that hut little hope is entertained of Mr. G.'s 
recovery.-The German brnthren connected with the Patna Mission refe1·­
red to in our fast, have p1·ocee<led on their way.-l\h. Start has lef: Patna 
with a_view to establish a Missi~n amongst the ~epalese.-D1·. Duff has, 
we believe, left England for this country ere tlus.-Jt affords us sincere 
pleasure to announce, that letters have been recently received from Rev. 
W, S. Mackay, which state that his health is much improved, and that 
he may be expected very soon in Calcutta,-We regret to announce the 
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1l1•ath of Mi's. Cal,lwell, the \l'ife of the Rev. J. Caldwell of the American 
l'resbyterian 1\1 ission, V 11per India. 

The following aJ1point111e11ts have receil·ed the apprnbation of the 
Gol'ernor General.-Ilev. H. Pratt, to be Chaplain at Nussernbad; Rev. 
;\], J. Jennings, at Kurnaul; and Rev. R. Eteson, at Cawnpore. 

2.-ANNl\'P.HSARms ANn ExAMINATJO:--s. 

Durin~ the month some of the Religious Societit>s anti many of the 
public Schools in Calcutta have held their aunil'et·snries. The llible 
Society aud the Bethel Society appear from their reports to he in a 
lit>althy :md pro;;pel'ous condition. The Schools, both European and 
Natin•, Secular a111l i\lissionary, appear to be in a progressively improving 
state ; lrnt :,s it is our intention to enter more at length into these sub­
jects, and g·i ve a mot·e lengthened acco1111t if possible of these matters in 
our next, we forbear ad1ling more at present than 1111 expression of the 
gratification we ha,·e experienced in the present state of the different 
l\lissiouary and Scholastic Institutions in our city. May they continue 
;rnd increase, until the whole countl'y shall be filled with the knowledge 
of Chl'ist. 

3.-T11E REVIVALS IN ScoTI,AND. 

Our !'eaders have doubtless 1,een m:ule acquainted with the cheering 
intelligence th11t a good work of 1·evival in rnligion has tal<en place in 
Scotland, e~pecially at l{ilsyth. The nccounts rendel'ed hy the public 
prints howe,·er, are so v11gue and burlesqued, tl111t it would be impossible 
to gather the truth from them. F1·om public and private information of 
an authentic nature we have reason to believe, that this revival is the 
work of God. That the work is at least in g-.-eat part of God we ha1·e no 
doubt whate1·er; hundreds have received the truth in the love of it, and 
the spirit has spread far all!! wide. Our readers must not imagine that 
tliis is the work of a sel'mun 01· of a day's excitement; it would appear in 
thi~, as in most similar revivals, the preparation of the soil has been the 
work of years. The venerable Pastor states, that for 18 years he had been 
preparing his parish for the reception of an enlarged hlessing by prayer. 
meetings, fast days, humiliations aud visitations of the whole piu-ish; it is 
in answer to the use of these trnly legitimate me,1ns that God has poured 
out his Spirit from on high.-W ould that we all, in a consciousness that 
we liad heen so preparing the seed, could look with any degree of hope 
fol' the like blessing in India. 

4.--TuE· P11,GHn1 TAx AT GvAH 

Jias heen entil'ely abolished, the Government having granted a remu­
neration in 11.-rpetuity to the Raja to whom the territory pertains; the 
connexion of GoHrnment with the shrine at Jug·gernauth will, we hope, 
be ,·ery speedily abolished also. We sincerely rejoice in the triumph of 
tl'uth in this important matter: we hope to tl'eat of it mo1·e at length iu 
an early number. 

5.-MISCELLANEA. 

The Opium question is still in an unsettled state, though the practice 
is still disti-essing; loss of reputation, individual and national, risk of 
property and loss of life appear to be the inevitable consequences of the 
11lans pursued. The Government, strange to say, still continue their 
J;ales ! ! !-The poor Coolies in the West Indies have been and are still 
suffei-ing ,•ery much from the treatment they have received :--an inquiry 
has been instituted, which has not reflected much either on the piety 01· 

humanity of the Cooly deale1·s. The Coolies at the Mauritius are mani-
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festinj!:, 11s we 11lll'nvs forl'tol1l,symptoms of nnensiness and a wish to return. 
-Famine is ap;ain ·tl,reatenin;.t nrnny parts of I ndia.-The Steam question 
is in stat11 q110, s,t\'I' tl,e pro,pect of a precursor -Our arms seem still to 
be triu111pliant. Kht>lat has fallen afte1· a desperate sh·111n.\"le, and othe1· 
minor strifes in the \\'t>stlrnl'e terminated to our ad\'anta/,\"e, anll at Jll'e­
sent there is every where the prospect of peace. i\lay the Lonl grant 
it in his own time. 

6.-0RATOIIIO-PROTEST. 

The Cin-istirm Obsen·n· of pa,sing e\'ents ~ees little in this sinful wor_ld, 
nrnl lea~t of nil in such a co11n1ry as this, on which lie can look with 
plea~nre. Few and far betwt>en are the occunences which Hea,·en or 
the l,eavenly-miruled upon earth can :ippn11·e. ,vicked11ess walks with 
una\:wshed co11nte11ance ; Uod a111l the things of God are banished alike 
from the politics, the husiness and tlie amusements of men. Most of 
those who hear the Christian 111,me :,re hut negatively distinguished 
frurn those who how themselves hefore the i<lols of the lan(l. How sel­
dom do we see a positive recog11itio11 of the authority of God, a deci1led 
]>art taken 011 the Lord's side, a testimony lifted up agai11st those practi­
ces whicli gi,·e occasion to the Lor(\'s enemies to speak reproachfullr, 
Tl,e cultivators of scie11ce are loolced upon with respect e,·en l,y tho~e who 
cannot fully appreciate their pursuits, a11d the amateur of the line art3, 
when he waxes warm i11 tlie praise of his favoul"ile study, is ,let>me1] to he 
possessed of n nohle anlour, the s111·«> proof of a SUJICl'ior mind. And :ill 
well. Hut why is it th:,t while eager listeners pay reverence to the nohle 
zeal of the de\'olees of science, liternture or art, a proscl'iption is lai<t 
;inwng the circles of the polite upon that suhject which alone can justify 
all the warmth and e11ergy of feeling of which the powers of men are 
capable? \Vhy is it that while he who leads our country's armies to 
successful war is eulogised as if he were more than mortal, and the strifes 
of the potsherds with the potsherds uf the ea1·th give rise to hourly dis­
cussions a111l speculations, the discomfiture of the powe1·s of darkness by 
the Captain of our Sal1•ation is au unheard-of thi11g? \\'hy is it that 
while tlie attem)lt to expedite the communication with other lands is 
considered to entitle Him who exerts himself in it to the gratitude of the 
whole community, the name of him who UJlened the only way of commu­
nication between heaven and earth is dishonored and despised? \Vhy 
is it that wliile theatres and halls and 11ssemblies form the common to­
pics of discourse, that theme, which en11,rossed the whole attention of the 
hea\'enly l'isitanls on tlrn sacred mount-the decease accomplished by 
Jesus at Jernsalem-is passed ovel' as if it were unfit to enp;age the atten­
tion of cultivated minds? In a word, why is it tlwt tu far the greater 
part of our countrymen here, the world with its wal's, its politics, its 
business, its JJleasul'es, its rn11ities and its sins is all, while liod and Chl'ist 
m·e not in all their thoughts? 

Jn such a state of things (and that such is the existing state of things 
is hut too well known to all) the Christian he1Lrs with no ordinary plea­
sure a wonl spoken in favour of Jesus and his c11use; even as the heart of 
the exiled wanderer thrills with joy when in a land of strnngers the :1c­
cents of his mother-tongue fall 1111expecte1lly upon his ears. It is to him 
11s waters in the desert, refreshing his soul. 

Such a refreshment we have recei,·ed from a circulm· that has been sent 
to us (as, we believe, to all 0111· 1·eaders resiilent in Calcutta), rontnining 
a l'rnt~st :igainst the desecration of the name of Goel by the recent per­
formance in this city of Handel's Orntol'io of the Messiah. It wel'e 
vain to expose the profonity inl'olved in the perform:ince of music adapt­
ed to scriptural language for the purposes of entertainment 01· of g·ain. 
\Ve can scarcely conceh·e a mol'e literal trampling 1111de1· foot of the 
blood of the covenant, a more direct treatment of that blood as a corn-
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mon 1md unhallowed thin,:r. " Daughters of Jerusnlem, weep for your­
st>ll'rs." Such were the words of the :\lessiah himself, in reference to that 
awful event fo1· the accomplishment of which He assumed 0111· nature. 
Yet tl1is is the \'ery e,·,rnt which in our days is made the subject of en­
tertainment,-an eutt>rtainment in which those who profess to be the 
sons anti daughters of the Jerusalem which is from above are by public 
adverti,e111e11t invited tu participate; and shall we not be glad that they 
have at le11st the cournge to declarn, in a manne1· as public as that in which 
the indtation was given, that they will not so «Jishonor Him by whose 
name they are called ? Shall we not he glad that some amongst us have 
fi1lelity enough to warn those who like themselves profess to be the dis­
ciples of Jesus, not to countenance so g1·oss a violation of the honor that 
is «Jue to Him? 

We thus view the Protest refenecl to as a valuable document, and as 
such tr:111sfer it to our pages, that it may be more certainly p1·esel'l'ed 
than loose sheets of pape1· usually are. 

Calcutta, December 13, 1839. 
A,; intim'ltion has appeared in the public prints, that it is intended to perform in 

the Town Hall of this city, on the 23rcl instant, a " Selectiou frorn the Oratorio of the 
l\lessiah ;" a piece which, as is well known, is designed by words and music to repre­
sent the grand work of human Redemption by our Lord and Saviour .lesus Christ; 
and which consists of some of the most solemn and affecting passages on this awful 
subject, that are to be found in the Holy Scripture. 

As the performance of this Oratorio is not for a <levotional end, but for the purpose 
of yielding entertainment, and thus securing gain ; and as it therefore necessarily in­
volns in it the profaning of (iod's most sacred name, the desecrating of His holy 
word, and the degradation of the Divine theme of Redemption, we, the undersign­
ed, deem it our bounden duly lo publi.,h our solemn and united PROTEST against it; 
and earnestly and affectionately to entreat our fellow-Christians of every denomination 
in this plac~, to abstain from giving it their countenance and support, 

ln t,kin~ this st,·p we are actuated solely Ly the deep conviction, that such a per­
formance is offensive to Almighty God; and we are the rather impelled to make pub­
lic this conviction. because we have reason lo think that some may be led to attend 
it under the impression that it partakes of the nature of a religious service, 

(Signed) J A:\IES CHARLES, D. D. Senior Minister of St. AnJ,-ew's Church. 
R. B. llOSWELL, B. A. JJinisterofSt. Jame,'s Chu,·ch, 
\V. H. J\IEIKLEJOHN, Ju11ior Minister of St. A11d,-eu-'s Church. 
R. B. BOYES, B. A. Junior Chaplain, Old Church. 
A. G,\ RS f"l:"J, Minister of St. Thomas's ( Free School) Cl,u,·ch. 
T. SAN DYS, Church Missionary. 
J. W. ALEXAl\DER. 
R. l\!OLLOY. 
G. ALEXANUER. 
C. W. 8:\,IITH. 
A. HEATTIE. 
J. I-IA\\ Kll\"S. 
G. J. i\lOHHIS. 
J. LOWIS. 
C. TUCKER. 
F. I\JILLl-:TT. 
\V. N. GARRETT. 
A GRAl\"T. 
J. ;\j_ \'08. 
\'V. Y .\ TFS, Missimwry Minister, 
T. BOAZ, Pastor nf U11inn Chapel . 
.T. " • rnn 'i ALD, Missionary .11inister, 
D . . t \II. A llT, Missin11ary :ft,fi,wter. 
T, S~IITH, Jlli,,ionary Minister. 
G. GOGERLY, ."tlissionwy Minister. 
\V. 1\1(• R l o:-,,, Mis,io,rnry Minister, 
A. 1". LAt:llOIX, Missionary Minister. 
J. D. ELLIS. Missio11ary Minister, 
J. WEl\"GEH, .'lli,si,mury Minister. 
W. H. PEARCE, Mi,.<ionary J\Jinis!er. 
}'. TUCKER, B. A. Pastm· of Circular Road Chapel. 
J, THOl\lAS, Missio11ary Minister, 




