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I.-Tlte Calcutta Native Press. 
(For the Calcutta Ch1·istian Observer.) 

The influence of a public press upon any community of freemen is 
manifestly so great, either for good or ill, that the extension of that 
influence, its nat.ure and peculiarities, must excite the deepest interest, 
and engage the earnest attention, of all the friends of civil liberty. The 
operation of the free Press in India, in as far as regards that portion of 
it which is conducted by Eurnpeans in their own language, and for the 
benefit of their countrymen, has obtained the closest observation of all 
classes of the community; not· hitherto have the beneficial 1·esults been 
few or of small moment, while the once apprehensively anticipated evils 
have in no case been realized. Important, however, as is the influence 
of the Calcutta European Pre.•s on the interests of the lndo-European. 
community and their descendants, it is in reference to the extension of 
that influence over the indigenous population of this vast country that 
its full value is to be estimated; nor this merely in relation to the open 
discussion of questions oflaw, revenue and governmental policy in general, 
or of commerce, trade and mannfact.ure; or to the application of the test 
of public opinion, freely expressed, to the measures of the ruling power, 
to the administration of justice, to questions of internal police, to the 
various relations of government with the native states, and to an innu­
merable multitude of other matters vitally affecting the stability of the 
empire, the growth of national prosperity and the improvement of the 
resources of the country-nil of which form subjects, the free, public 
discussion of which must inevitably exert a wondrous power to 
enlighten and ameliorate, to check and prevent abuses, favouritism and 
short-sighted policy, and in a variety of ways to promote the public weal. 
Besides these inestimable results, in which the advantageous operation of 
a free English Press is progrnssively developing itself, we estimate as of 
no less moment, in a large and prospective view of things, its concurrent 
efficacy in awakt>ning the ~lumbel'ing energies of the natives of the soil, by 
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producing in thefr minds a conception of public spirit, and creating a 
national sentiment; in eduratiug thrm to feel and exercise their ci,·il 
capabilities, iudoctrinating them with just principles in the sciences of 
govemmrnt and political economy, and imbuing them with right views 
of public morals and national character. Nor, writing as we do in 
the pages of a Cl11·istian Observer, can we overlook, were we so 
inclined, the silent but inappreciahle, nay almost omnipotent power, so 
to speak, in this way exerted upon the indigenons superstitions 
of this vast region of moral darkness and religious death. The 
great mi~~ionary enterprise, in which so large a proportion or the wisest 
and best of the population of our father-land take so deep an interest,-'­
sending forth their agents in yearly increasing numbers to plant the 
cross of the universal Hedet>m!'r in the soil of Hindu~t.an, and to pro­
claim the glorious messages of heavenly wisdom and mercy-this great 
emprise cannot fail to be aided and the object of evangelizing labours 
,·astly accelerated by the yearly, almost daily, accumulating power of a 
free Press. It is no longer possible to misrepresent the motives or belie 
the characters of the mis~ionaries of the gospt>I of Christ, or to torture 
their proceedings into charges whose burthen shall be, as so often hereto­
fore, that thPy endange1· the peace of society, the stability of our empire, 
the continuance ofa commerce so advantageous to the resources of our na­
tive country. The time is past, forever past, when it might still be possi­
ble to mislead the public at home or on the spot, in relation to the quiet, 
unpretending, but all-important labours of Christian missionaries. These 
are now too well known to be defamed ; their disinterestedness, self­
denial, and general philanthropy too well understood and too generally, 
nay universally admitted, ( save by a not arnwedly, perhaps, but not the 
less really atheistical clique,) to be longer brought into question. They 
are known and acknow lt>dged to be the best, the firmest, the truest, and 
most pers<'vering friends of India and of its swarming population of moral 
and immortal bt>ings, our .fellow-creatures. All this is now matter of 
established certainty, as to the European residents of our ea~tern capital, 
and t.heit· compatriots throughout the country. But it is not perhaps so 
generally known to these, that the same things are now becoming appa­
rent to the natives of the soil likewise. To no incousirlerable extent, 
this revolution has be<>n lirought about through the English Press, 
which the wide dissemination of English education among the natives 
of Calcutta, and many other places, has brought to hear upon them in its 
most mt-ful operntion ; but chiefly has it resulted from the creation of 
a free natil:e prrss. The far and justly famerl Serampore missionaries, 
among other numerous and well-substantiated titles to the gratitude of 
India and to an illustrious place in tit,, memory of posterity, have 
the distinguished merit of having originatPd the Calcutta Native Press. 
The Samachar Darpa~, (~:ll'tlit"il" qs{,i ), or Mirror of lutelligence, which 
first issued from the Serampore Mission Press, we bt>lie,·e in the year 
1818, twenty-one years ago, and wM conducted hy tho~e whose undying 
n~mes alone now survive, was the first specimen of a Beugali newspaper. 
The Sam{lch{u· Chandrika (~:irtotJ '5fllj<J1) or Moonlight of News, con­
rluctrd IJy a well-known individu~I of influence among the so-called or­
tho<lox Hiudus, was the first to try the experiment upon native resources. 
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Since then, especially since the Free Press regulation, many competitors 
have started up to contencl for the dominion of public opinion among 
the native community. Of these the tabular view annexed to these 
remarks will at once shew the number, spread and importance. This 
it has cost us no small labour and trouble to prepare; first, in obtaining, 
through the aid of an intelligent native friend, and from the best sources 
to which we could find access, the statistical info1·mation ; and then in 
reading for ourselves many numbers of the papers we have characterized. 
These, it may readily be supposed, are of very various merit and 
circulation. Each, however, cannot but separately poisess some in­
fluence, nnd all unitedly a prodig-ious efficacy; especially now when, at the 
same time that English education is spreading on all hands in daily 
enla1·ging circles, so wondrous an impetus has been given to a concurrent 
cultivation of the vernacular languages, by their restoration, on the fall 
of the usurping Persian, to theii· legitimate, rational, and natural place 
in the courts, in all Government offices, and in general business. 

These papers are printed mostly at Native Presses, conducted by Native 
Editors; and the greater number are issued weekly in small single or 
double folios, usually of th1·ee columns ; a few, as the Bluiska1· and 
G,1Jdncinwe~ha1J,, in large folio. Most are in Bengali only-a few in 
Bengali and English. Some of them, like those evanescent meteors 
called falling stars, have but just appeared and been extinguished even in 
their nascent corruscations; or, as abortive embryos, have existed but to 
die. Of their typographical execution little requires to be said; most of 
them are printed on indifferent paper, with indifferent aud much worn 
types, are composed and worked off by native pressmen, and swarm with 
typographical errors. Some, however, of the larger ones especially, 
are both neatly and correctly executed, doing great credit to the 
enterprize and diligence of their condnctors. 

The style of native composition prevailing in them is various­
generally not over correct, seldom elegant, too often loose and vicious 
in the extreme. Magniloquent phrases, bombastic figures, tedious 
alliteration, puerile conceits, accumulated epithets and far-fetched ana­
logies-these are all in the native taste as it uow is : the transition, 
however, to a purer has commenced ; and a more correct style of com­
position is beginning to be cultivated, as a juster conception of 
the real beauties and true end of w1·itten language is better under­
stood. Many are ah-eady exhibiting a noble1· aim than to make a display 
of personal acquisition ; nor will it be long ere the more educated taste 
and better informed jmlgment of the daily improving alumni of the 
various schools and colleges appear, in an abandonment of affecta­
tion and purposed obscurity for simplicity and perspicuity of diction : 
at the same time, no doubt, the scurrilities which now too often discredit 
the native papers, will give place to a candid and honest discussion of 
questions, both in politics and religion, on their own merits alone. Too 
frequently, indeed, have we had occasion to lament seeiug the native 
papers stuffod with miserable verse, or equally wretched prosl', vitupera­
tion and misrepresentation of Christianity, its teachers and their converts. 

The best of them by many degrees, at present, is the B/11i11ka1· or 
Sun; it is published weekly, in two folio sheets. The leading a1·ticle is 
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an ethical maxim or definition; illustrated, after the oriental manner, by 
a tnle, u~ually fictitious and not alwa_11s in keeping with t.he sobriety of 
the suhjPct. The strictly ethical portion, however, is always good, often 
excellent. The st)'le of the Bluiska1· is immeasurably superior to that 
of anv of tl,c whole tribe besides; and, though not frpe from defects, 
exhibits on the \\hol<', the finest specimens of 13en~ali composition, nei­
ther mixed and vulg-ar on the one hand, nor affecting the abstruseness 
of an almost ~auskrit diction, on the other. The Editor is a Brahman 
of higl,ly libPral sentiments, extremely solicitous to raise the tone of 
foeling and standard of thought among his countrymen ; umparing in 
l1is use of a wcll-mannr:ed severity of satire and indignant rebuke 
directed against the wont faults and follies of his compatriots; of which 
se1·eral fair specimens have lately ap1w;i·ed, in an English dress, in the 
pages of the Calcutta Chi·istian Adr1Jcate. He is candid, too, disin­
terested and energetic. We have a personal acquaintance with him, and 
can vouch for the conectness of our remarks. We recommeud his pa­
per to all who eithet· desire to have a guidP to the purest style of na­
tive composition, or to obtain much really valuable information regard­
ing the state of public opinion and the ad,·ance of general improvement 
among our native fellow-subjects. 

The R£1sa1·tij, published at the same Press, is largely occupied with 
original metrical compositions : its prose style is much on a par with 
the preceding. 

The Sambdd P{wnachandroday is conducted by a very intelligent 
young Babu emplo)·ed in one of the public offices. It has an extensive 
circulation, and retails a great mass of useful intelligence; its style, 
however, is too much laboured and ambitious; is consequently some­
times both affected and obscure, as well as occasionally loose aud iucor­
nct. The earlier numbers abound in specimens of various versilication, 
and in 11 hat is still more valuable, contain many good moral apothegms 
aud definitions. Some of its latest articles are very valuable are proofs 
of a g-rowing zeal, and auµ;ur well for its increasing usefulness. 

,ve have had much intercourse with the editor. Although a thorough 
Hindu, and frequently admitting vituperative verses, &c. directed 
against the J\lissionaries . iuto his paper, we have experienced much 
candour and ohligingness personally at his hands. 

The G_ytin,inu-e~hn'lf is next in mei·it; it is a very respectable paper, 
doing great credit to tlie talent, zeal and public spirit of its couductors. 

Of the Aug lo-Bengali Papers, the Darp"'IJ, already referred to as 
issuing from Serampore, is under joint European aud Native ma1,age­
ment. The contributions from without. are in various styles of native 
composition ; but its Editorials are not always written in tlic purt>st and 
most idiomatical Bengali ; it has, however, the far hi;.her praise of be­
ing ever liberal, of advocating every good cause, of co11tai11ing a large 
amount of useful information, and of lieing uncompro1111~i11g iu hatred 
of vice and oppression. It is always the enemy of superstilion, bad g·o­
vernment and worse anarchy, the friend of education, tiie patron of 
the oppressed, and in fact is tl'1tl.y "a minor of the times." 

The proprietors of the paper known by the ma~uificent title, as 
above given, of " the Full Moon of Intelligence," ( :iamp1irna Chan-
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d1·oda.1J,) lately projected a daily paper in the same language, a speci­
men 1111111be1· of which is now before us. It is intituled, somewhat 
more modestly tha11 t.he precediup;,-probably as heiug det'med but the 
early brl'aking of a tloocl of 1111•11tal light, iu process of time to shine 
forth from similai· more extl•nded efforts,-•· the Dai\ 11 of Iutelligeuce," 
( Sambad Arv~ioda,y.) 

The An,!aoday is iul<'tHled to bP a daily paper. \Ve venture to repPat 
below, respecting it, a11tl iu<leed of the native press generally, 11 hat we 
liani elsewhere n•marked before; becnu~e our observatio11s, though 
specially referring to that one paper, arc strictly applicable to the whole 
class, the Bluislrn1· even not entirely excepted. 

It is to be published at the same press as the Saml,acl. P11rnachan­
droday, aud delivered daily. at the cost of one rupee per men~em, 01· eight 
rupees per anuum, if paid in advance. The price is so small as clearly 
to admit of no cxpectatio11 of pecuniary adrnntaire to tlie speculators, 
unless throuirh a very exteuded circulation ; the 011\y chance of which 
is in a careful catering to the wants and tastes of the llaiius, with as 
small a dernand as possible upon tlwir purses, as we should SU)', or in 
native pal'lance, their zones; which are usually but hard to loosen fo1· 
disbursement.s, however insignificant, even when a full equivalent is ob­
tained. The "quid pro quo" principle is one, indeed, which they wt,ll 
understand ; lmt it is not always that the quid is 1·ecoverable even when 
the quo has been given. 

The character of the poetry in some of the native hebdomadals, is indif­
ferent; not having always even the merit of some other ephemeral verse, 
of possessing at least some point and wit : while it is not seldom, as we 
h,1ve already said, discreditable to them and to their supporters, consist­
ing, itS it too often does, of scurrilous doggrel directed against Christian 
Missionaries and their procedure, and what is of far more serious 
moment, ag·ainst our holy and di\·ine Saviour 01· his benevolent system of 
faith and piety. The proper antidote to this is just "to let it alone," and 
to abound the more in patience, zeal and disinterested effort to disperse 
the light of trnth through the surrounding darkness. We augur well to 
the cause of Christianity, when its grand enemy, beginning to fear for 
his usurped dominion of God's rightful sovereignt,y over the minds and 
l1earts aud services of his moral creatures, stirs up his human slaves to 
fight for his tottering power. For tottering it i9, to its very base, and 
ere long will fall, " 1101· leave, we trust, one wreck behind !" 

It has long been our intention to take a succinct review of the native 
news!)aper press. The pressure of more important duties alone has 
compt>lled us to postpone fulfilment. \\'e have now, however, set our­
selves to give effect to the design, and shall ground our general con­
cluding remarks on a special notice of the before-named hut newly pro­
jected journal. 

This, as maoy of its compeers, is to be a half sheet of small folio, in 
qnad1·ipartite columns, furnishing a daily supply of four pages of 
multifarious matter. In a lengthy editorial, the proj;,ctor exhibits his 
bill of fare, and the mode in which he proposes to excite the appetites 
of his expected bonvivans. 

The press, and in particular the Newspaper press, he deems a most 
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important agent in tl1e production and advancement, nay to lie at the 
root, of all national felit·it,· ; and from the root which it has taken in 
India, " the germ," he thi1ik~, "of national prosperity has already shot 
forth !" (;andidly t"nough, he attributes its introduction to European 
intelligence, l.,enevolence and a<'tivity; and rightly: for the first Newspa­
per in the Benp:ali language was, as above ol.,served, the " S,1machiir 
Darpa~1," or "J\lirror of News," which still issues from the Serampo1·e 
Press, and was the first to excite a taste for reading in the indolent and 
illiterate Ha.bus of the capital and its vicinity ; with such success, too, that 
not fewer than some twenty or more competitors for their patronage have 
since appeared, many of them yet in vigorous existence. A weekly pape1· 
he considers inadequate now to secure the full advantage derivable from 
these sources ; ,, hetlter in regard to the supply of informal ion required 
upon all matters of commerce and gene1·al business, constantly extending, 
or to the wide spread of literature among the native population. Under­
taking, therefore, to increase t.he sup,ily, he writes, as if appealing to the 
kiudlier feelings of his hopecl-for supporters-" our heart expauding to 
furnish ou1· countrymen with all useful intelligence bearing upon either 
worldly or intdlect.ual advancement, and prompt to respond to the call of 
their necessities, is as yet, however, afloat on a shoreless sea of desire ; 
should the universal ruler but send the angel of pity," (to find an ent1·ance, 
it should sl'em, into the hearts and act upon the well-known slul{gishness 
of the Calcutta Balms, the niggard patrons, even for their own advan<:e­
ment or pleasure, of l'nterpri>es involving pecuniary outlay, and so) "to 
lift up the life of our l,ope above this sea. of desire," (to save it from 
drowning, of cour~c,)-" then shall we not become ( liy our impotent 
struggles) an objl'ct of ridicule to the prudent and intelligent, but have 
our best expectations fully realized." 

The wily projector, ( knowing well the taste to which he must cate1·, 
and the calibre to which he must adapt his argumentation,) 1hen gives, 
by way of a sop to Cerberus, a runnin,:r notice, as we should say, of 
the policy adopted by the Ang-Jo-lndiau Government of the country, i11 
1·elation to the exclusion of the natives of the soil from places of high 
trust or large (direct) emolument. While he admits that " no othe1· 
nation of men has ever exercised such moderation aud ju,tice in the 
government of a conquered country as the Engli,h," he yet asserts, 
1st, " That it is a fact in history, that no country has ever been 
altogether well and happily governed by ite conquerors, and that it i~ 
impossible indeed it should be." 2ndly, That it has lieeu with a view to 
enrich their own sprvants, though at the cost to the governed of wealth, 
prosperity and improvement, that the English Government have so 
rigidly excluded from all offices of emolument and responsibility the 
natives of the soil. 3rdly, That during the whole period of .British rnle, 
the practire of all Government servants, Judges and Collectors, Civil 
and Military, &c. alike, has been to make the acquisition of a fortune, 
with which to return to their father-land as soon as possible, their grand 
aim; that hence has India, through its vast extent, suffered a perpetual 
drain, to the enrichment of a ~mall island in the west of Europe; and 
those resources of the <'•nmtry vnly been sought out and applied, which 
have tended directly ti> augment the reHmue; while internal improve-
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ment has been ever a secondary object if at all attended to. Su<'h is 
the ,:1;enel"al strain of remark ; the particular grievance, however, and 
that whose mention is calculated on to propitiate the desired native pa­
tl"onage, is the non-<'mployment of the natives in high judicial, rPvenue, 
magisterial, and even Jpgislative functions. It is a marvel he did not add 
the military service to the civil, and lament, too, over the want of a be­
coming fieid for the exhibition of Babu prowes~. by the exclusion of the· 
heroic sons of the soil "from the blood-red hattle plain !" But why, he 
asks, should they be confined to those inferi,n- employments which fnl"• 
nish merely the means of subsistence, while they po8sess powers which 
might be brought into effective and advantageous play at the Council 
Hoal"d, in the Law Commission, on the Judicial and Magisterial Benches ? 
nay, warmed by his subject (and his hopes?) he take8 a yet more soaring 
flight, and "dares to assert, that if the respectable natives were in power 
through the country, the condition of its population would, without a 
shadow of doubt, be superior to what it is ! ! !'' He will not, indeed, abso­
lutely undertake to decide whether the English have resolved or not to 
keep "the respectable natives of the country from reaching greate1· afflu­
ence or higher power;" but he conceives that Government takes far too 
great prni8e to itself for having thl"own up some of the inferior judicial 
and 1"evenue offices to native assistants ; and trusts they will, in process 
of time, widen to them the range of admis8ion to office still furthel". 

Appl"ehendiug, however, (with great reason, it should seem,) that the 
tPnor of these remarks might lead to the conclusion that he wishes for the 
passing away of the British dominion in India into the hands of the sons of 
the soil,-an event which he professes unambiguously and most sincerely 
to deprecate, on the ground that no other people equals the English in 
political aud governmental policy and intelligence-heavers that all he 
desires, is only to see natives every where associated with them in all the 
offices of administration I He is aware, it seems, that the strong, and 
in our opinion impregnable, ground of objection to yet throwing open 
the doors of office generally to native competition, is the fact of their 
incompetent education and defect of patriotic and moral principle. Thi!I 
fact he does not attempt to dispro\'e by argument-he could not, and 
thel"efore dared not ;-it is too glaringly notorious to admit of being so 
set aside ; witness the numerous instances of peculation, corruption, and 
oppression, practised in those lower offices of umnsiif, &c.; and the many 
con~equent depl"ivations that have taken place. Yet he boldly, it must 
be owned, asserts-writiug, however, for natives in the native language­
that even this fact. is, on his ipse dixit, to be held for nought; that it is a 
cleal" mistake; and that there is a quantum sufficit of intelligence, know­
ledge, literature, acquirement, patriotism and moral honesty existing 
among the respectable natives, to qualify them for an able and judicious, 
impartial and honoruble, aod every way advantageous, administration of 
every department of government thl"oughout the whole countl"y ! ! ! 
wherea~, the consequence of their exclusion is, every where, the un­
checked operation of a partiality, in European functionaries, highly 
injurious to the sons of the soil ! 

All this may he very well for a Newspaper Proprietor and Editor, who 
merely seeks to extend his credit and circulation among his money• 
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loving and ignorant countrymen ; but to do them or the country at large 
real service, demands a very different line of policy indeed; one which 
would fulfil the promise of the prnjector of this "Dawn of lntrlligence," 
to seek " their nal good by telling them as well of their faults as of 
tl1E•ir merits." 

\\' e counsel him, then, to urge upon them the practice of domestic 
education; the esta\,lishment and support of village and other schools on 
an exte11ded ~cale ; the employment of the zeal and acti,·e patriotism 
for "hich he so generously gives them credit, in drawing out the many 
almost untouched n,sources of the country ; the l'xpenditure of their 
numerous overgrown capitals, in the building- of hrirlge,, the formation of 
roads n11d ca11als, the better cultivation of thPir man,· immense estates; 
the iuq,rovement of the phy~ical co11dition of their ~1iserable ryots, by 
rncouraging them to build lwtter huts, to wear better clothing, to eat 
better food, and by ~Ptti11g them examples of cleanliness, industry and 
orderliness; i11stead ol' lavishi11g priuct>ly sums on impudent buffoons and 
licentious dancing girls; on indecent nautches, silly marriage ceremouials, 
and worse than useless shr{tddhas ; or in feeding lazy brahmins, wan­
dering vagabonds, and itinerant beggars, while grinding the honest la­
bourers on the soil, at the loom and in the shop, or vainly displaying 
a puerile and gaudy pomp of tinsel dre~s, elephant trappings and idle 
retainers; instead of doing, in sl1ort, nothing really honorable to them­
selves or beneficial to the country, while abu,ing theit· foreign masters, 
(to whom alone, with all their faults, and we should be the last to cloak, 
the first to expose and reprove, these) they owe all the happiness thPy 
possess, a happiness never in any forme1· period of authentic Indian 
history the portion of its inhabitants-full protection to life, person and 
property ; with a liberty, moreover, to speak almost as they list, and even 
to abuse to their heat·t's content those who a1·e at once, under Providence, 
their conquerors, their masters and their benefactors. 

Ovci· and above the editorials, the specimen of the paper before us 
exhibits the usual variety of police and A'dalat reports, accounts from 
the various courts and residencies, new enactments, public appoint­
ments, rumours, accidents, state of the weather, prospects of indigo, 
rice and other harvests, domestic occurrences, &c. 

We sincerely wish the • enterprizing projector all fair success ; and 
although we have spoken freely of his editorial, we not the less sincere­
ly desire to draw large and favourable notice to his design ; and we 
hopl', that both he and his compeers may ultimately have full reason to 
be convinced that the only sure as well as just expedient fur gaining an 
extensive circulation, is an unremitting exertion to supply n•ally useful 
iutelligence, and to meet the growing necessity for iuformation on all 
possible suhjects; while his and their solemn duty is to study, by every 
effort, to improve the sentiments, corrPrt the mistaken opi11io11s, eulighten 
the ignorauce, excite the indolence, direct the energies a11d improve the 
mornls of their readers. In so labouring they will have souret•s of pure 
satisfaction within themselves, obtain the rich meed of approbatiuu from 
all whose approbation is either desirable or creditable, prove public bene­
factors, aud subserve the wondrous ai.d gracious designs of an over-ruling 
l'rovidence for good, civil, mornl and religious, to the natives of ludia. 
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The P1·abhcikar must he noticed ae one of the better issues from 
tbe Native Press. Its earlier numbers contain much well-managed and 
biting satil'e, while its very later ones give to the public, the rnol'al 
eBBays or addresses delivered in the Tattwabodhini Sabha, a private 
society of immaterialists, arisen out of the Brahma Sabha. These are 
beautifully wl'itten ; they are the better moralizings of a select few of 
the followe1·s of Ram Mohan Ray, who disclaim idolatry and profess a 
species of Theophilanth1·opism, which indeed is the ne-plus-ultl'a of 
the purest Hindu Philosophy-not unamiable, but powe1·less. 

The tables below exhibit the statistics of the whole Native P1·ess. 
We have necessarily depended for much of the details on the informa­
tion of others, yet trust they will be found substantially corl'ect and 
not a little interesting. Europeans genernlly are not at all aware of the 
extent and daily increasing power of the Native Pl'ess. 

The Jll'ices of these papel's a1·e model'ate ; by far the cheapest, esti• 
mated by the large quantity of its lettet·•pl'ess and the usefulness of its 
contents together, is the Pumachandroday ; it has also the most eJ.• 

tensive cil'culation. Latterly, too, it is much improved and deserves all 
encouragement. Indeed these productions require only notice and en­
couragement to be rendered most powerfully influential for extensive 
benefit to Native Society, whilst if not diligently and prudently watched 
over, they will a& necessarily prove most mischievous. The 1·eal friends 
of India will do wdl to pay more attention to them. 

Nos, 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

JO 
II 
12 

13 

14 
15 
16 

CINSURENSIS. 

Table I. List of defunct papers. 

Namea. Editors. 

Weekly. 
Sam bad Caumudi, .....•......•••. Late Rajah Rimmohan Ray. 

<lo. Timiranashak, . . . .. . . . . . . . Babu Krishnamohan Das. 
do. Sudhakar,.. •• .. .. .. .. .. • . do. Premchand Ray. 
do. Ratnakar, .............. , do. Brajamohan Sing ha. 
do. Ratnabali, . . . .. . •. . . . . • . do. Jagannath Malli". 
do. Sarasangraha, , . . . . . . . . . . . do. Benimadhaba De. 

Anubidika, .. .. . . . . .• .. .. .. .. . . . . do. Prasannakumar Thakur. 
Samachar Sabha. Rit.jendra, ........ l\laulavi Alimallah. 
Samba.d SudhllsiuJhu, ............ Babu Ka.lishankar Datla. 

do. Gunakar, . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . do. Girishchandra Bhos. 
do. Mrityunjayi,..... ... .. •. •. do. Parbati Charan Das•. 

Diba.kar, do. Gangana.rayan Uhos. .• ·M~~ii.i;: •••••••••••• 
Bigyaa Swabodhi, ............... . Messrs. Al. W. Woollaston, 

Gangacharan Sea. 
Gyanoday, ........................ Babu Ram Chandra Mitra, 
Gyanasin<lhu Taranga, . .. •. . .. .. . . do. Rasik Krishna Mallik. 
Animal Biography,................ do. Ram Chandra Mitra. 

and 

VOL. I. 
"' Nearly all verse; but not over good composition, 
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Table II. Descriptive Li.,t qf Native New.~papei·.,. 
E~ .; 0., ... '-' E .. 

Name. I Editor, I Place. I] i 0 • ., ., 
" V," .. 

,1 ~.!l = 
" i:. Ci ,-1 

l[SamacharDarpanlJ. c. Marsh-,Seram-
or Mirror. man, Esq. pore. 

2[Do. Chandriki, Babu Bhabani-1Kalu-
or Moonlight. charan Ea- tala. 

nerjya. 
3[Gyaniinweshan, Rlimchaodra 

or Inquirer. l\littra. 
Bahir 
Shimu­
liya. 

l[Sambad P6rna-,Uday ChandralA:mra-
chandroday, or A:4hya. tala. 
Full 1\1000. 

,[ Do. Prabhakar•, lshwarchandra Jorasan-
or the Sun. Gupta. li:o. 

i[Do. Saudamini, Kalachi;ndDat- Shamba-
or Lii;h.tniog. ta & friends. zar. 

rlSambad Bhaskar, Shrinath R,y. Shimu-
or the Sun. liya. 

ilBani;a Dut•, or RajnarayanSen Do, 
Bengal Herald. 

,,sambi,d Rasaraj, K!HliantaGon- Do. 
or Sentimental. guli. 

I Sambfld Aruno- J agannarayan A:mra-
dayt, or Mukerjya tala, 
the Dawn. and friends. 

Yrs. 
1819JSaturday. I English & 

Bengali. 

1822[:Won<lay & Ileogli.li. 
Thursday. 

183l[We<lnes­
day. 

l835ITuesday. 

1836 Daily,Sun-
day exc. 

1838 Wednes-
day. 

1839 Tuesday. 

Do. Sunday. 

Do. Friday. 

Do. Daily, 

English & 
llengali. 

Bengali. 

Do. 

English & 
lleogali. 

Bengali. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

., 
-; ci 
"0 

a·== 
.. ., 
c. ., 
ii. 

-~ 
c':; 

How 
supported. 

General 
character. Remarks. 

Town I Dik.l I monthly. __ , ____ , ___ , _______ , ______ , 
Co.'sRs. 

350[ 160ISerampore 1 0 0 By Subscrihers & Rrcord of News Gives much mercantile in-
Demy. Sheriff's Advts. and Mafasil do- formation ; style only to-

ings. lerable,deficienl in idiom. 
86[ C.IDo. Quar- 1 0 0 By the Dharma Orthodox, i. e. ad- Pretty tolerable in style; 

to. Sabha. vocatesthegros- supports Hinduism as it 
sest Hinduism. is: dark and dull. 

45[ 41Do. Royal. 1 0 0 By the Hindu Col- Li~eral, i. e. <leis- Respectable both in Eng-
legians. tical. lish and Bengali. 

778[ 55IDo.Quarto 0 4 0 By Subscribers Deistical & anti- Cheap; aims at too high 
& Commissariat Christian; re- a style ; but abounds in 
Advertisements. cord of opinions information; and e:iposes 

& general news. abuses, vice, &c. 

124 7 Country orl 1 
Ben. 4to. 

78 2 Serampore I 0 
Deruy. 

70 151 Do. I 1 

50 01 Do. 10 

150 0 Country I 0 
Quarto, 

specilmen. 
500 70 Serampore I I 

Roval 4to 

0 

8 

0 

8 

4 

0 

0I By the Thakur fa- Illiberal and anti- Affects adillicult style; but 
mily and She- Christian. generally good; satirical, 
riff's Advts. and moral. 

0[By the Hindu Be- Indifferent as to Poor; the oril(ioal matter 
oevolent lnsto. orthodoxy. in wretched English and 

worse Bengali ; gives lit­
tle more than e:rtracts 
from other native papers. 

0'.By Subscribers &jLiberal, deisticallGenerally intelligent, use-
the Deb families. in faith, contain- ful, moral, and eir­

ing moral tales, ceedingly well written; 
politics. record superior to all the rest. 
of opinions and 
gentral news. 

0l'By Subs. & Bab. Indifferent in mat- Not the best in point of 
llholaoath Sen. lers of faith. style. 

0IBy certain native Illiberal,and anti- Indulges in poetry chieffy; 
Youths. Christian. wtll writttu, in a good 

stvle. 
0

1 
Unknown. Liberal in religion lo<lifferent, 

a ncl politics. 

• These papers have revived after a period of abeyance, t A specimeu only of this paper has Leen publish.ed. 
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11.-Remarks on the Nature of Multammadanism, 

Though a good deal has been written on Muhamma­
danism, the Quran and some other of thei1· religious books 
have been trnnslated, their historical and philosophical works 
have been studied, and their poetical and moral w1·itings have 
been read by many of the Eurnpean orientalists, and transla­
tions or extracts of them have been published, and a great 
deal of information about Muhammadanism has been gained 
by these labours ; notwithstanding all this, the knowledge 
gathered from them is still partial and imperfect. The 
:Muhammadan poets, their writers on morals, their philoso­
phers, and even the Qnran, bad as many things a1·e in them, do 
uot yet give a correct idea 001· a full representation of the na­
tme of the doctl'ines of Muhammadanism. 'fhey p1·esent the 
fair side of this system of falsehood, and hide under the d1·ess 
of fine language and the cove1· of truths borrnwed from a 
fo1·eign source, the mire of e1·1·01· and superstition, which 
is found uncovered in thci1· trnditions and theological writings. 
'l'o acquire therefore a more perfect notion of M uhammaclanism 
an acquaintance with these is necessa1·y ; but little has as yet 
been said or published of the traditions, which form such an 
important part of the Muhammadan religion that they may 
,vell be called the basis of it. Their doctrines, as well as all 
thei1· religious rites and ceremonies, are fixed and regulated 
according to the received traditions. Ou them even the mean­
ing of the Quran is dependant, for the Qura.n can only be 
explained and its meaning understood as it is rendered or 
hinted at by theit· traditions. Of these traditions the Shias, to 
whom the Persians and many of the Muhammadans in In<lia 
belong, have many mo1·e than the Sunnis, who consist of the 
Turks, Arnbs and other Muhammadan nations*. And as these 
trnditions are neithc1· collected into one book, 1101· all apprnved 

* The principal difference between Sunnis and Shias consists in this 
chcumstance, that the latter say that t\li alone and his descendants 
were the lawful successors of M uh am mad. They the1·efon1 1·eject the 
three first Khalifs, Abubaker, Omar and Othman, received by the Sunnis. 
This dispute has from the early period of Muhammadanism c1·eated a 
deep hatred between the two parties, and often occasioned great Lloud­
slied between the Persians and the Turks. In doctrine it c1·eated no 
material difforenc<', as both receive the Quran. But the Shias, belie,•ing 
in twelve Imams or Khalifs descendants of Ali, 1·egard thei1· sayings, or 
traditions from them, as binding as those from i\Iuhammarl, which latter 
alone are received by tl,e Sunnis: they have therefore a much g1·eater 
number of traditions. The Persians are however in doctrine not as great 
fat~l!sts as the Sun_uis, tho_ugh in practice the dift'e1·e!1ce is ve1·y slight. Jn 
religious ceremomes, as m the manner of pei-formmg their prayei-s 11nd 
11blutio.os, &c. they differ in some respects from the Sunnh. 
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of by the whole of their renowned theological writers, they 
form a constant source of dispute as well between the two great 
parties of Muhammadans the Sunni's and Shtas, as between 
individual member1,1 of each sect. In many cases the traditions 
contrndict one another and even the Quran, so that what the 
one pr°'·es on the authority of a generally received tradition the 
other dispron•s by the same means. Thet·e is ,·cry little doubt 
that many of the traditions arn not derived from Muhammad, 
but have been invented since his time, and mixed up with those 
actually handed down from him. The uncertainty in respect 
to thei1· trnditions is so great, that they themselve!,l confess, that 
in many cases it is impossible to decide whether a tmdition be 
authentic or not. There is in the Kafi', a work of great autho­
rity among the Persians, in the chapte1· on the varieties of 
the traditions, a passage to the following effect : "Ali lbn 
Ibrahim lbn Hashim has said, that he once said to Ali, I have 
heard from Soliman and others explanations of the Quran and 
the traditions as coming from the prnpbet, diffe1·ing from those 
generally known. I have also hea1·d from them things to the 
same effect. But I have known explanations of the' Quriin 
and traditions, generally received as coming from the prophet 
which you oppose, supposing them to be mere fictions, and 
forged with the view of opposing the prophet and of pervert­
ing the Quran." Ali then gives to Ibn Ibrahim several rules to 
discern a false tradition from a trne one, to which he finds 
some objection. Ali at last tells him, " If then aftet· all 
this you still remain in doubt, then wait, that is, suspend 
your decision about the truth or falsehood of a tradition, till 
your Imam* shall make his appearance; for it is better to wait 
in doubtful cases, than to be hasty whe1·e there is danger of 
destructiont." But notwithstanding this uncertainty, the con­
tradictions, and the foolish and childish nature of many of the 
traditions, they are always referred to and believed. The 
mullahs or manlavi's relate them to the people, who hear eagerly 
those cmious and ma1·vellous stories, and recite them in their 
leisure hours or on journies for their amusement. They exer-

* This Imam is the last of the twelve Imams of the Persians, and is 
callrd Imam Mahdi. They say that he <lid not <lie, but retired to some 
unknown place of the earth, where he lives in a most splendid palace. He 
occasionally appears to one and anothe1· of the Muhammadans in ,·ision, 
sends letters to encourage the faithful to be zealous in their 1·eligion, and 
comforts them with the promise of his speedy appearance. Many a mar­
,·ellous story is related of him among the Persians. They believe that 
he will appear at the last time, anil assisted by Ch1·ist, who will fur that 
purpose come down from heaven, desti·oy the Vejal or Antichrist, and 
convert all nations to :Muhamma<lnnism, 

t l\Jartyn's Controversy, p, H,, 
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cise therefore as gl'eat or even a greater influence on the minds 
of Muhammadans as the doctrines contained in the Quran, and. 
are one of the causes why the Muhammadans are so indiffer­
t>nt to the plain and sound trnths of the gospel. These lying 
stories have so clcstrnyed theil· taste, that they have little relish 
for simple trnth, and generally look down with contempt on 
the simple, but sublime doctrines of Christianity. I often felt 
at a loss how to explain the fact, that persons of no common 
abilities and of great power of reason-for many such are found 
among the Muhamma<lans-and who made the most acute. 
and sul>tle objections against several of the doctrines of the 
gospel, on the pretext of theii· being contrary to reason, believed 
still at the same time all the absurdities contained in their 
traditions. Sometimes, indeed, some will doubt them, as also 
the truth of the religion founded upon them ; but no soone1· 
are they trnubled by theh· consciences, 01· made uneasy by the 
thought of approaching death, than thH take refuge again in 
these lies, and seek salvation in the means enjoined in them. 
But the trnth is, infidelity and superstition are so closely united 
that the one leads to the other, and both are too often found in 
one and the same heart. In principle they are but one, both 
being unbelief in God, only exp1·essed diffe1·ently, and differing 
in appearance, Man may reject enor for a moment, aud, on the 
principle of infidelity, which is to believe nothing but ,vhat 
he can demonstrate to himself, reject religion altogether ; but 
except he returns to truth, and receives as a child the 1·evealed 
will of God, he will soon tum to his mvn vomit again, and 
wallow afresh in the mire from which he has been washed, 
and his last state ,vill be worse than the fi1·st. Man can never 
be absolutely free or in<lependant; he must accept principles 
from without to govern him, and have some ground beyond 
himself to build his hope upon. But divine truth alone can 
make him fret>, enlighten his mind, sanctify his heart, and give 
a sure foundation for his hope : where this is rejected, he will 
soon become the slave of error, and believe not unfreqi.ently 
the grossest absurdities. This has been often proved, and is 
clearly established by the Muhammadans, who, having on the 
principle of infidelity, rejected the gospel, hm·t>, though they 
had swept theii· house from extemal idolat1·y and garnished it 
with some borrowed truths, notwithstanding fallen as much 
into the bondage of superstition as any of the heathen nations,. 

We shall now establish, by a few extracts from Muhamma­
dan trndition, what we have said hithe1·to, classing them unde1· 
certain heads. It would be no unprofitable, although rathe1· 
a tedious labour, to make a more complete collection of tradi­
tions on the different doctrines of Muhammadanism, but this 
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we must leave to othel's. One oft.he most acknowledged col­
lections of the Hadiths 01· traditions apprnved of by the Sunnis, 
is Mishcat ul Masabih, which h,lS been trnnslated into Eng­
lish and published by H. N. Mathews, Calcutta, 1810; and 
most of the traditions l'eceived by the Shias, are contained in 
the books of Hyot ul Kulub, Haq ul Yaqin, and Ain ul Hayat 
written by Mullah Muhammad Bakir l\Hjlisi, a famous Persian 
divine who lived about 200 years ago, and lately pl'inted at 
Teheran in foul' folio volumes : nearly the whole of the follow­
ing extracts al'e from these books. 

1.-0n God. 

Tl'aditions can of course not say much on the natu1·e of 
God, as this lies beyond their l'each. Whatever trne know­
ledge of God, his nature and his attributes Muhammadanism 
contains has been received and bonowed from Scripture, or 
from Jews and Christians, and consequently the Musalmans 
believe in all the attributes of God revealed in holy writ. 
But having rejected the revelation of God in Christ, and the 
doctrine of the holy Tl'inity, their knowledge of God has no 
real practical tendency, is but a matter of cold speculation, 
occupying only the understanding, leaving the heart unaf­
fected and unaltet"ed. It is tme, they acknowledge that 
God is pure, holy, just, infinitely gracious and merciful. 
But these glorious attl'ibutes are merely a matter of head 
knowledge, and have not in them that quickening, sanctify­
ing and consoling influence which they have and do exercise 
in the Chl'istian. For what idea of justice, and love of holi­
ness and mercy can a religion give, which teaches on the one 
hand, that hundreds of sins are forgiven for the reading of a 
few chapters of the Quran, or by the repetition of some Arabic 
words; an<l on the othe1· hand asserts, that many men and jins 
(genii) have been created· by God for hell, 01· as the common 
saying renders this passage of the Quran, to fill hell with them. 
God's holiness and mercy, His justice and love, can only be 
rightly understood and 1·eceived, and exercise a practical and 
life-giving influence on the mind, when viewed and received 
in Christ. Only in Christ, ancl in the revelation of God con­
nected with him, that is in scripture, does God appea1· a God 
of perfect holiness as well as of perfect love, and the believer 
learns to fea1· and to lo,·e him,-to fear with a fear flowing 
from love, and to love him with reverence, like a child his 
parent. In Christ God has come nigh unto man's heart and 
affections, and man has been brought nigh unto God. But 
to one who does not know Christ, or who denies him, and 
rejects the belief in a Tl"iune Jehovah, God is a God afar off 
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and unknown, to whom he feels he cannot apprnach, being a 
mere dead idea, and not the living and life-giving God : "for 
whosoe\·er denieth the Son the same hath not the Father," says 
scripture. His knowledge of God can therefore never be a 
practical one, nor exe1·cise a sanctifying influence ove1· him ; it 
will be mere knowledge, and matter of !>peculation. It is on this 
ground that Muhammadanism, like all other false systems, treats 
but slightly of the moral attributes of God, hut gives all pre­
eminence to his metaphysical perfections. The Muhammadaus 
a1·e therefo1·e peculiarly fond of metaphysical discussions, about 
the divine natlll'e, but they do this iu sud1 an indifferent and 
heartless manne1· as fully proves that they k11ow uothiug of the 
living God. The following passagf', taken from a Persian Trea­
tise 011 Divinity, is a specimen of such a dead metaphysical 
knowledge of a dead God, the creature of man's foolish ideas, 
It is !laid there : "God is not a body that can be measured ; 
he possf'sses neither length nor breadth, depth 1101· height; it 
is mainly impossible, that there should exist in his nature any 
necessity to possess the properties of any thing, and he is no 
line, that is, a thing which can be divided in but one direction ; 
nor is he a flat (plain), that is, a thing which can be divided in 
both directions. He, the great God, is neither heavy nor light; 
lie is mither in motion nor at rest; he is neither in space nor in 
time. Before him the past and future are but the etemal pre­
sent, and he is free from all properties of the creatures.'' Af­
te1· this it will not surprise us to learp, that the Muhammadans 
never call God by the dear and consoling name of Father, nor 
do they ever call themselves God's children. God is the Allah 
tala, the great God, and they, even the most religious amongst 
them, are only Handas, servants. They are however so far 
consistent, for onlv in Christ is God a Fathe1·, and the believer 
his adopted and beloved child. 

Another consequence of this knowledge, or rather igno­
rnnce of God is, that the Muhammadans do not know of such 
a thing as prayer in the scripturnl sense of the ,vord. Their 
regular and prescribed namaz, or prayers, are but a mechani­
cal ce1·emony; everything depends on this, that all the 
prescribe<l evolutions of the body are !'itrictly performed, and 
all the enjoined wo1·ds correctly 1·epeate<l; and these words must 
all be in the Arabic tongue, for in this alone the namaz can 
be performed. And e,·en these Arabic words are not words 
of prayer, ~ut only certain verses of the Quran, speaking of 
God and his attributes, and certain short sentences or words, 
as Allahu akbar, God is great; Alhamedulillah, God he praised, 
&c.-which are repeated several times in the same prayer. Of 
private prayer or devotion they have no idea at all, and com.; 
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monly prefer to perform their pt"ayers in a public place or in 
the presence of others. If a Muhammadan is in great disti-ess, 
all that he does is this : he repeats a certain number more of 
the prescribed prayers, and sometimes he may also add a few 
words or some ejaculations of his own. Theil· mystical 
writers and poets, and the spiritualists or internals, as they are 
called among them, who hold all ceremonies and external 
prayer as useless, and confonn to them mel'ely to avoid scorn or 
pen,ecntion, speak indeed much of internal praye1· and spiritual 
communion with God; but they, hadng all more 01· less 
imbibed the principles of pantheism, mean by these expressions 
nothing more than internal contemplation, 01· rather absorption 
of the mind into the Divine Being. But that any Muhamma­
dan should e,,er bow his knees in the closet before his God, 
and pour out his heart before him, ask fo1·giveness of his sins, 
and seek peace for his soul, and strength from on high to walk 
in His paths, such a thing is altogethe1· unknown to them, 
and has in all prnbability neve1· happened amongst them, 
exeept when the light of the gospel began to shine on such a 
soul. Prayer is the1·efore no delight to their hearts, but a 
heavy burden lodged upon them. And but for the good advice 
of Moses to Muhammad it would have been altogether intole­
rable; for according to a tradition, which is l'eiated in the 
Mishcat ul Mal:labih, as well as in Hayat ul Kulub, Yol. ii. leaf 
176, God ol'dered them to pray 50 times a day, but Muham­
mad, on Moses' advice, ~l'gained it down to five times. The 
tradition is as follows: Muhammad in his journey to heaven, 
having arrived thel'e, was among other things ol'del'ed to com­
mand his followel's to pl'ay 50 times a day. When in his 
l'eturn he passed by Moses, Moses asked him, as it is said, 
"What have you been ordel'ed ? I (Muhammad) said, Fifty 
prayel's evel'y day. Then Moses said, Vel'ily, you1· sects will 
not be able to perform 50 prnyers eve1·y day. Then return to 
you1· Lord, and ask your sects to be eased : and I returned, aud 
ten prayers were taken off. Then I went to Moses, and he. 
asked me as before: and l returned to God's court, and ten 
prayers more we1·e curtailed. Then 1 went to Moses, and he 
said as befo1·e ; then l returned to God's court, and ten more 
were taken off. And l went to Moses, and he said as before ; 
then I returned to God, and ten more were les=,ened. Then 
I went to Moses, and he said as before; then I went to God's 
court, and was orde1·ed five pt"ayel'S e,·e1·y day. Then I went to 
Moses, and he said, How many prayers have you been order­
ed ? I said, Five prayers evel'y day. He said, Vel'ily your 
sects will not be able to perform five praye1·s every day; return 
then to you1· cherisher, and ask them to be lightened. I said, 
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I have asked him till I am quite ashamed; I cannot retu1·u to 
him ;wain: but I a111 satistied, aud resign the w01·k of my sects 
to Go<l•." 

Now if the doctrine concerning God is such a dead and life­
less one as described here, the religion built on such a founda­
tion ca1111ot be otherwise but a dead and unsauctifying religion, 
which will never be able to raise man from his spi1·itual death, 
uor enlighten his miud and sanctify his heart: it will leave 
him in the bondage of darkness, superstition and sin, as 
the following ext;·acts from Muhammadan traditions will 
clt>arly !'how; and the mornl state of the Muhammadan nations 
fully proves. 

2.-0n the Creatio,z. 
The l\I uhamma<lans believe in good and evil spi1·its, or in 

angels am! devils, like the Christians; but, though havinl{ taken 
the doctriuc concerning them from Scripture, they ha,·e, like 
uthc1· doctrines borrowed from this source, greatly disfigured 
them, an<l deprived them of theii· sublime simplicity as well as 
of thcii· practical tendency, as will be seen by a few extracts 
from their trnditions on this head. 

Sal.Im was one of the highe1· angels, but because he was 
disobedient (when after the c1·eatio11 of Adam, God or<le1·ed 
all angels to pay homage to him), he became Satan an<l was 
cast out of heaven. He then became the father of the devils; 
hut, as is related in a trnclition to be l'elie<l upon, "his 
olfsprings do not generate, but lay eggs and hatch them, and 
his children are all male children. There is no female amongst 
them : '' Hay{tt ul Kulub, vol. i. page I 6. Besides the angels 
and devils they brlieve in gins 01· devs, which according to 
their ideas are between men and angels, or according to some 
below man. Some of them are good and some b,td ; they 
live somewhere on earth 01· in the air, and can appea1· to man 
and ha,•e intercomse with him. They have the distinction of 
st:xes, they marry and have children. 

The angels are, according to thei1· traditions, of an immense 
stature; it seems Muhammad and his followers thought this 
a necessary attribute of perfection. To give an idea of the 
size of one of the angels bearing the thrnne of God, it is said 
in the l\Iishcat, vol. ii. p. 651, "Verily, the distanee from the 
lower part of his ears to his shoulders, is 70 years' journey.'' 
Babhfohi relates, according to an apprnved tradition, that 
they once asked the Amir ul Mumenfo (the prince of the believ­
ers, that is Ali) about the power of God, an<l he said, "The 
Lord of the universe has some angels, who are so Ja,·ge, that if 

* Mishcat, vol. ii. p. 694, 
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one of th!'m would come d1J\n1 upon earth, the earth could not 
contain him 011 an.'1n111t of the magnitude of his bodv and the 
expausireuess of his ,rings; and there are some of the angel:; 
of ,,-hom neit.hcr gi11s 11or man would be able to gi\'e any 
deseription on account of thei1· immense size, and the ex­
ceeding beauty of their form and face; for how can au angel 
be described, \\·ho is so great, that there is 7<JO years' journey 
(road) from his shoulder to his ear-cap. And there arc some 
which, 11ot mentioning the size of their body, fill alone with 
one of their wings the \'ault of hea\'en. Others arc so great 
that the heavens reach only to their loins, a11d others st,rnding 
011 the air the earth come up only to their knees* ; and there 
are others again, whose thumb-pit could contain all the waters 
of the world, if they were to be poured into it. Again, 
others arc so great, that in the waters of thei1· eyes, 01· drop­
ping from their eyes, ships can sail for years." (Ain ul Hayat, 
page 26). As if this size was not enough there is said, 
in the same place, according to another tradition, " that there 
as an angel the distance from his ear to his eye amounts to 
the length of 500 years of a bird's flight." (Ibid. page 27.) 
1\1 uha111111a1l in his journey to heaven, when Gabriel le<l him 
about to show him the wonders of heaven, saw, among many 
other wonderful things, described at large in their Hadiths, an 
angel called Khonis, or the lock, of whom is said, " Ilis feet 
stand 011 the extremities of the seventh earth, and his head 
reacht's to the throne of God. He has two wings, and when he 
unfolds his wings they reach from cast to west. At the dawn 
of the morning he opens his wings and strikes them together, 
singing- aloud the praise of God. Aud as soon as his mice is 
heard, all the cocks on the earth strike their wings together and 
crow, si11gi11g the praise of God, and when he ceases they too 
cease crowing. The wings of this heavenly Khorus are white, 
the feathers uuder the wi11gs arc green, an<l the beauty of these 
two colours is beyond description. (Hayat ul Kuluh, ml. ii. 
page 175.) Another of the wonders which Wl'l'C shown to 
11 uhammad in heaven by his guide, was an angel, half of his 
l,ody co11sisted of sno\\· and the other half of fire; the lire did 11ot 
nu·lt the snow, and the snow di<l not extinguish the fire. And 
he heard the angel say with a loud voirf, "0 God, l praise 
thee, that thou ha:;t prcrented the heat of the fire from melt­
ing the snow, and the cold of the snow from exti11gui,;hi11g the 
firl'.'' (lhid. page 17,1.) Agai11, another of the wonders which 
l\l uhammad saw in l1eavcn has been related by hi111 in the 

·~ Acrm·cling to tradition there are seven earths ns well its seven hea­
vf'ns contained one in the other, ench of the heavens being 500 years' way 
thick and as many yea1·s distant from lhe othe1·. 
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following man11e1·: "In passing- on I saw one of the angf'ls, 
sitting in a company, havi11g the whole world between his 
knees, and a table of light in his hand. On the table was a 
name wdtten, and he turning his eyes neither to the right 1101· 

to the left, he looked with a doleful face always on this table : 
I said, 0 Gabriel, who is that ? He said, This is the Malak 
ul maut, angel of (it-ath, ahrnys occnpiccl in taking the 
souls. He has the most dilficult work of all the angels, 
and more to ilo than all others, I said, Does he indeed take 
himself the soul of evrry person ? He said, Yes. I said, 0 
Malak ul 111a11t, canst thou Aec them wherever they are, and 
be present at crery one of them? He said, Yes, fo1· ac­
cording to the powe1· which God has given me, the whole 
world is to me but like a pence (or pice) in the hands of one 
of you, which he turns on whatever side he pleases, and there 
is no house whose inhabitants I do not closely examine one 
by one five times every day. (Ibid. page 174*.) 

The hegi1111i11g of creation, howerer, was Muhammad. It is 
related that the Amir ul ~Inmenin Ali said, " God the glori­
ous and great created the holy light, the glory of the prophets, 
before the heavens and earth, before the arch, the throne, the 
t-c1ble, the kalamt, before paradise and hell. He created him 

"' On the tahle in the hand of the angel of death are by God's powe1· 
written the names of those who are to die. And as soon as theil- name 
al'pears he 11oes and takes their souls, that is, makes them die. The 
\l'aV in which he to<1k the soul of Moses is related in the i\lishcat, vol. ii. 
p. 6-H, in the follo11 ing manner: "The angel of death came to Moses 
am! said, God sent me to take youa· soul; appro,·e of his 01·der. Then 
!\loses ga,·e him a slap over his eyes, anti blinded him. Then the angel 
of death returned to Goel, and said, Verily, you sent me to a servant who 
did nut wish for cleath, an1l ve1·ily he has hlindad my eyes. Then Guel gave 
the an11:el his si11,·ht again, ancl said; Return to him, and say, Do you wish 
for long life? If you do, put your ha111l upon the back of a bullock, a111l 
you1· life shall he as the number of hairs you core1· with it. His rnaje~ty 
J\loses said, \\'hat i~ aftt>r long life? The a11gel said, to die. J\Ioses said, 
Then I choose death 11ow," In Hayat 111 Kulub, Yol. i. pag·e 177, however, 
the death of ~loses is given in the following story: ":\loses one clay, 
"hen goi11!! with Joshua on the mountain Sinai, met at the top ofit a man 
with a hoe and a basket. :\loses sai,I to him, Where are you going to? 
He said, One of the friends of Uod has died, and I am g·oi11g to dig the 
graye fo1· him. :\lo,;t•s sai1l, Shall I assi,t you in digging the grave? He 
said, Yes. They <liggecl thel'efore the grave together, anti when they had 
finished, the man wanted to go ,!own into the grave to see if it was well 
digge<l; but :\loses sai,1, let me l{O, A11<l when i\Joses had gone into, and 
seen the grave and approved of it, the angel of death came and took his 
lioly soul, and the mountain closed itself o,·er the grave, which therefore 
remained u11discovered." To this as for many other foolish stories the 
Muhammadans are, 110 doubt, indebted to the J ewi~h rabbis. 

t The arch is tl,e place or flat on wliich the throne of God stands, and 
is supported or carried by angels. The idea has been clearly horrowe,I 
from E.:ek, x. The table is the table of the eternal degrees of God, which 

L 2 
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424,000 yem·s befo1·e any one of the prophets*. And with 
that light he created l 2 \"eils, the veil of power, the veil of 
magnitude, the veil of faro111", the nil of mercy, &c. He 
placed that holy light l 2,000 years behind the veil of power, 
and he (Muhammad) was saying there: "Prnised be the Lord 
the most high;'' and behind the veil of mag11itucle 11,000 
year~. and he was saying there, " Prnisecl be the knower of se­
crets," ancl so on. Behind the last ,·eil, the veil of interces!'ion, 
he remained 1000 yea1·s, ancl was saying, '' Prnisecl be the mag­
nificent." Aftel' this Goel made to appea1· the holy name of that 
majesty upon the table, and there it was shining 4000 years ; 
ancl then made he appear the pure name of this Lord on the 
arch, and there it shined for 7000 years. In this manner 
he was transmigrating the hcarenly states till God gave a 
place to this light in the back of his majesty Adam ; anti 
from Adam it went from loin to loin till God hron,ght it forth 
out of the loin of Abdullah lbn Ahdulmntaleb," who was the 
fathe1· of Muhammadt. Hayat 111 Kulub, vol. i. page 1. Mu­
hammad accordingly is in their idea the holiest of all men, 
and greatpr than all the prophets. He nHe1· committed any 
sin, and the blac:k spot of original sin 011 the de,·il's part was 
taken out of his heart in the following miraculous 111anner: 
"Annas says;" \'erily, "Gabriel came to his maji>sty :M11ham­
n1ad whe11 he was playing with boys, and took hold of hi 111, and 
laid him upon the ground, and !<plit his hPart, an<l bro11~ht out 
a little bag- of blood ; and Gahriel said, This is the devil's part 
of you. After that he waslH'd his majesty's heart in a golden 
,·essel of Zcmze111 water, then sewed it up and replaced it." 
Mishc.:at, ml. ii. p. fiS-t. This story is mentioned in the same 
way in the Shia traditions, and referred to in the Qurau. 

llut though in many traditions Muhammad's purity and 
holiness is extolled beyond all bounds, there are notwithstand-

are written ntton it, and the kalam the instrnment by whose means they 
hin·e been written upon the table. Tl,c tahle however, as well as the 
kalam, are in se,·ernl traditions spoken of as hca,·enly :111d rational heings. 

" The 1\1 uhammadans heli1>ve that 111.1 Jes~ than I,21,000 have been 
sent by God; to 104 of them he sent down from heal'en written re,·ela­
tions, 01· bool1s, but of lhese heavenly books only four haYe 1·e111ained, 
namely ; the Torat-Pentateuch, the Saliur-l'salms, the lnjil-Gospel, 
and the Qunin. 

t The M11l1ammadans according to their trmlitions believe in the pre­
existence of the soul, and say that God created all souls at once in 
the beginning, hut in birth they are united to thei1· bodies. In that state, 
as thev further assert, the belief in God and Muhammad, has been pro­
daimcil to the souls before the creation of the "odd, and whiche,·e1· soul 
has there said, ( Yes, that is, accepte1l the faith,} he will be a heliever, or 
has l,een destined hy God for belief and pa1·a<lise; who there said No, 
he has Le<'n ,lestiued by God for unbelief 1111d hell. 
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ing several in which, as "·ell as in some passages of the Quran, 
it is mentioned, that Muhammad made confession of his sins, 
and asked pardon of them from God*. 

As 1\1 uha111111ad is, according to their notions, the greatest 
of all the prophets, he has also, as they say, done mo1·e miracles 
than all of them. And numberless are indeed the wonders 
performed by :\luhammacl, as 1·elatecl in their traditions. In 
the Qur{m, howe1·er, there is nut a single word about Muham­
mad's miracles; on the contrary, l\'luhammad confesses there, 
in several places, that he has been sent only for p1·eaching, not 
to work mirnde~t. The Muhammadans, when pressed on 

* It is said in the Qurlin: "0 prophet, ask pardon for thy fault ; and 
relehrate the praise of thy Lnr(I iu the evening and in the morni11g." 
Sale's Qunin, rnl. ii. p. 323. Ag-ain is said to Muhammad: "Ask pardon 
fo1· thy sin, and for the trne belilirers, both men and women.'' Ibid. p. 366, 
And again: " Verily we have granted thee a manifest victory; that God 
1nny fo1·gini thee thy preceding anti thy suhsequent sin." Ibid. p. 369. 
I II the tratlitions there are pnssa!(·es to the following effect. Jt is said: 
"It lms been relnted hy Imam Muhammad Baker (the 5th of the 12 
Jmi1ms of the Shla,) that l\luhammad one night, being at the hou~e of 
Ajesha (one of his wi,·es), was much eng·al{ed in prayer. Ajesha said to 
J,im," \\'hy do you trouhle yourself so much, as God has fotl{iven you the 
pn•cedin,g- and the suhsequent sin,,?" He said," 0 ,\jesha, should I not be 
tliankful?" Hayat ul Rulub, ml. ii. µnge 77. And in the same book at 
:mother place, it is mentioned that :\I ulrnmmad, at the conclu,ion of an 
address to the people, said repeatedly, "0 God, fur~i ve me and my people. 
] ask forgiveness from God for myself and fo1· you." Ibid. page 301. And 
in the .i\fishcat 1111\lasahih, vol. i. p. 184, is mentioned, that Abuhurairah 
rPlated that the prophet said in his prostration, "0 Lord, forgi ,·e me 
1111 my faults, the many and the ft>w, the grt!at and the small, the first 
and the last, the sec,·et and the disclosed," Again, it is mentioned that 
l\Juhammml said, " I swear hy God, that vfrily l ask pardon of God, and 
turn from sin tow,,rds him, more than seventy times a day." Ibid. p. 551, 
Again, it is related that :.\luhammad used to say, "0 Lord, wash my sins 
with ice-water and hail-water: and pul'ify my heart as a white cloth, 
from clii·l; and make the distance between me and my faults fa1· .is the 
t>ast from the west." ]bid. p. S88. 

H<•sides this there is n direct contradiction to the above-mentioned 
ti-arlition, in which 1\1 uhammnd is called the 1tlory of the prophets and a 
light created before tlie worl,l, it is said in the Quran that Muhammad wa& 
lil'ing in ignoranc.e an,) without faith hefo1·e he ha<I received his revela­
tio11s. The words are as follows: " Did he 11ot find thee an orphan, and 
has he not taken care of thee? And di(\ he not find thee wandering in 
error, aud has he not guided thee into truth." Sale's Quran, vol. ii. 
p. 489. Again it is said, " Thou didst not understand before this, what 
the hook was, 1101· wl,at the faith: hut we have ordained the same fo1· a 
]ight; we will thereby direct such of ou1· servants as we please." Ibid. 
p. 3t-3. 

t It is thus written in the Qui-an: "They say, unle8s a sign be sent down 
from him we will 11ot believe. Answer, Signs m·e in the powe1· of God alone, 
and I am no more than a public preacher." Sale's Quran, vol. ii. p. 241, 
,\ t another place, is said : " They have sworn by God with a most solemn 
oath, that if a sign come down unto them they would ce1·tainly believe 
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this i;uhjcct, commonly say, that as Muhammad's proof for 
his mission were not the 111irncl1's, hut the Quran anll its in­
co111pm ;1bll' styll', these therefore were not mentioned in the 
Qnran, although he performed many of them. \-Ve shall, as 
they do 11ot properly come within the scope of these re­
marks, relate but a few of them, as speci111c11s. It is 1·e­
lated, "One day, \\'hl·n Muhammad and Ali went through 
the streets of i\lecca, Abu.lahab went after them, throwing 
1,to11es at 1''1 uhammad, whom he wounded in his foot so severely 
that blood rn11 frou1 the blessed foot of his majesty. Abulahab 
then call('d ont, 0 people of Koreish, this man is a sorce1·er 
and a liar ; throw ;;tones at him, and keep an eye upon him 
and his sorcery. A 1110h having collected threw stones 
at them, and drove the111 out of l\lecea. B11t no sooner 
,vere they out of the town, than lo, stones crune rolling 
down from the mountain towards his nwjesty. The infidels 
rejoiced over this, and said: Now these stones will destroy 
Muhammad a11d Ali, and we shall be released from their e\'il. 
But when the stones had come uear his highness, they began 
to speak by the power of God, and said : " Peace be with thee, 
0 Muhammad, so11 of Abdullah, and peace be with thee, 0 
Ali, son of Abutaleb ; aucl peace be with thee, 0 messenge1· of 
the Lord of the universe an<l the best of all creatures, and 
peace be with thee, 0 successor of the messenger of the Lord 
of the universe." \Vhen the unbelievers saw this wonderful 
circumstance they laughed, and ten of then,, who were worse 
than the others, said : "These worcls did not prneeed from these 
stones, but from some people whom Muhammad had hidden in 
the ditches to deceive ns." \\'hen saying this, ten of the stones 
by the power of the Lorcl of his highnes~, went up and flew 
eaC'h at the head of one of these unl>elievers, and went up and 
down aiaiu tht'y came on their heads, till they had bruised 
their heads, and the brl1i11 came down their nostl'ils, and 
all ten wrre destroyed. And when they has laid their bodies 
on l.Jicrs, the bicrs began to call out : ''Muhammad hath spoken 
the trnth, but you said a lie." 'l'hen began the biers to shake, 
therein: Say, vel'ily sig-11s are in the powel' of Go1l alone; anrl lie per. 
mitteth you not to 111t,lrr,tand, that ll'hen they come, they will not Le. 
Ii eve." I hi,I. vol. i. I'· I 1,!2. Ag·ain is said in a1tother pas~age, " that 
which ,•e desire sho11!1l he hastened, that is the miracle which Muhammad's 
opponents 1'e1p1es11•.J him to perform, is 1tot in my power: j111lgment he­
lougeth only unto Cio,1. Say, if what ye desil'e should Le hastl!ued, "ere i11 
my powt•r, the matter had been 1letennine1I between me and yo11." Ibid. 
pp. 15'.l and 1.H. That :\l11hammad did HO mil'acle is still more clearly 
expressed i11 the following passage; where is said: "~othiug hirulered us 
from semli11g thee with miracles, except tlwt the former Dalio11s ha,·e 
charged them, that is the former prophets, with imposture." I bid. ,·ol. ii. 
p. !19. 
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au<l threw those deacl bodies 011 the ground. saying: "\-Ve shall 
11ot <'arrv these em•mies of God." The infidel Ahujahal saicl, 
" All tl;is is nothi11g- but Muhammad's sorcery; if he speaks 
the truth kt him pray to God to quick!'n these dead bodies." 
Muhammad hearing thi~, said to Ali, " I will pray for six, and 
do thou pray for fom of them." And when they prayed all were 
quickened, got up, and said, "0 M11sal111ans, Muhammad and 
Ali possPss a very high degrl'e of glory in the world where we 
lnn-e been. l\Iuhammad's likeness we saw there sitting on a 
throne 11ra1· the arch, anrl Ali near him; and all the angels of hea­
ven came .md extolled their praises, and presented them thei1· 
good wi~hcs; and whatever they commanded they dicl." (llayat 
ul Kulu.L>, vol. ii. page IU7.) Another of Muhammad's won­
drous deeds is the following. Almjahal n·quested M uha111mad 
to tell him what he had t•ateu to-dav and doue at his house, 
if he were a prophet. l\luha111111ad told him, that he ha<l eaten 
half a fowl, and kept the other for thr next meal ; a11d that he 
had borrowed a eertaiu sum of 111011ey, and put it i11to bags, 
with his own, and hidden it. Abnjahal de11iell all and said, that 
he had nut eate11 the fowl 11or hidd1·11 the n101u:y, but that thieves 
had ~tol,·11 the latter. Muha111111ad thc11 said, "0 Gabriel, 
hri11~ the remainder of the fowl of which he has t'al.en." lmme­
diat~·ly the fowl was produced. Muhanm,ad said, "0 Abu­
jahfrl, do you know this fowl?" He said "No, I have not eaten 
of this fowl, an<l fowls half eaten, are 111a11r in the world." 
Bis majesty said, "0 fowl, Abujahal wants to 

0

lllake me a lia1·; 
therefore give testi111ony tu the trnt h of 111y words and to the 
fa be hood of his." Immediately the fowl, hy the eommand of 
God, lit•g-au tu speak, a11d said: "I testify, 0 :\luhammad, 
th,,t thon art the prophet of God and the best of all c,·eatures, 
and I testify that AL>ujahal, the enemy of God, has eaten 
of me." His majesty then put his blessed hand on the place 
of which Ahujahal had eatc11, and the flesh grew agai11 and 
its parts got right as befOl'e. After this his majesty said, 
" 0 Gabriel, bring the mom•r which this infidel has hidden 
i11 his house.'' lmtantly were the bags with the money laid 
before Muhammad, who returned the money to the people of 
whom Auujahiil h,td borrowed it. When only the bag with 
its own money was left, l\luhammacl said to him, "Believe and 
you may take your mouey." He said," I will not believe, but I 
shall take 111y money." \Vhen he stretched out his hand to take 
the bag, his majesty called out to the roasted fowl : "Do not 
allow Abujahal to take the bag." Accordingly the fowl, by the 
powe1· of God, "jumped up, took hol<l of Abnjahal with his 
claws, au<l carrying him up in the ail' put him down on the 
roof of his house. Aud his majesty distributed the money to 
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the poo1·.'' (Ibid. pa!.(e (i0l .) Another miracle, the returning 
of the sun, is relatl:'cl in the following manner: "Oue day his 
majesty the prophet ha<l laiJ his blessed head on the skirts of 
Ali's cloak and slept, and recei\"i11g a re\·elation he wrapt up 
his head in the cloak, ancl was engaged in hearing the re\'elation 
till the sun had nearly gone down. \Vheu he had received 
his revelation, he got up, and said, 'Ali, have you performed 
the evening prayers ?' He said, 'N6, 0 prophet of God, fo1· 
I could not renw,·e thy blessed head from the skirts of my 
cloak.' His majesty said then, 'O Lord, bring back the sun! 
Asman said, by Goel, I saw, that the sun returned and got 
high. And after his majesty had performed the prayer, the 
sun went down 11gain." (Ibid. page 127.) Once Muhammad 
Wt-nt, accompanied by his followers, who were a large number, 
to the house of Abdullah. Aftn he and Ali had eaten of 
the dish prepared for him, consistin~ of a roasted lamb, he 
ga\'e it to his followers, and they all ate and got satiated, 
leaving nothing but the bones. They said then ; '' 0 pwphet 
of God. we want some milk to dl'ink." His majesty, having 
sprl'ad his handkerchief o,·er the bonrs, said : " 0 Lord, in 
like rn,mne1· as thou didst. send thy ble~sing on this animal 
and satiate us with his meat, so bless it again, and do such an 
act, that we may drink of its milk." Accordingly through the 
divine power, flesh grew on those bones, a11d the auimal began 
to move, and got up, and its udder became full of milk. They 
then all drank, and lilied besidt: all the hasins in the house with 
its milk. (Ibid. page l~(j.) Also the trees made Muhammad 
to walk and brar testimony to his mission. llarith, asking a 
miracle from Muhammad, pointed to a great tree with deep 
roots and said, " Tell this tree to come, and if it comes, then 
I know that thou art God's prnphet." Muhammad, as is re­
lated, stretched out his blessed hand and made a sign to the 
tree to come. The tree immediately began to move, anJ tearing 
np the eal'th like a mighty river, came to his majesty, and 
stood still, and said : " II ere I am come to thee, 0 prophet, 
what is thy command?'' His majesty said: "I have or<le1·ed 
thee to come to bear testimony to thl' unity of God and my 
prnphet's mission." 1'he tree then said with a loud voice: "I 
hear testimony that God is one and has none like him, and I 
Lear testimouv, that thou, 0 l\iluhammad, art his servant and 
prophet; He has sent thee in trnth." (lbi<l. page 121.) l\lany 
other mirnclcs of the same nature a1·e related in the same book, 
as the Kaaba on Muhammad's account being suspended by God 
O\'er the beads of the unbelievers; Muhammad being always 
o,·er~haduwt-<l uv a clou<l; that food and fruits were brought 
him <lowu ·frolll ·hciwe11; that any <lress, shurt 01· long, when 
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put on by him ,vould just suit him; that he healed sick pe1·sons 
and gave sight to the blind, and that animals, mmrntains, trees 
and stones paid homage to him and spoke his praise. The 
same kind of miracles are al:so related by the traditions 
of the Sunnis, though not quite in so g1·eat profu~ion. So 
it is said in the Mishciit, vol. ii. p. 717, that hills and trees 
saluted Muhammad; that he foci once with a handful of 
millet, a few dates and a morsel of hread, his whole arn1y, con­
sii-ting of 100,000 men, (p. 714.) That a tree, and at another 
time a bunch of dates gave, on Muhammad's command, 
testimony to his mission, &c. Many more such wondc1·­
ful occurrences might have been easily added, but these will 
be enough to pl'Ove to the rcadc1· the childish natu1·e of 
the miracles related of Muhammad, and to show how tota11y 
void they are of every featm·e of that divine character, which is 
so strongly impressed on the miracles related in scripture, and 
which are the strongest pl'O•>f of a true miracle. Every one will 
therefore at once be convinced, that these tales of Muhammad's 
miracles are but the fictions of human fancy and of human 
wickedness. M uh am mad himself never pretended to have 
performed a mirncle or to be able to perform one, else he 
would not have failed to mention it in his Qur.:~n, along with 
his other pretensions. He could speak of visions and of visits 
from Gabriel, and of his night journey to heaven and of the 
wonders seen there, but to say, that he performed such and 
such a miracle in the sight of the people, 01· in the presence of 
his opponents, when he did not, fo1· this he was too prudent. 
He knew that, however much he might otherwise impose on 
the people, he could not make them believe, that they had seen 
miracles wrnught by him, when he neve1· had performed any 
one before them. He therefore gave up altogether the preten­
sion to mirncles, as appears from the passages before alluded 
to in the Quran. But his followers, extolling him much 
more than he himself ever thought of, to make him also 
in this respect equal to the true prophets, thought it ne­
cessary to fill up the deficiency, and fabricated all these 
stories of mirncles, as also muny othe1· thing~ mentioned 
in their traditions. And this was easily practicable, as the 
traditions were not written till a hundred 01· two hundred 
years after Muhammad; f101· were they even then confined to 
a certain known number, 01· collected all in one book. Collec­
tions indeed have since heen made with great labour by severnl 
.Qf the learned of the Muhammadans, but as they do not agree 
iu all cases, latitude enough has been left to any renowned writer 
to add to or reject, at his own choice*. And then to tell a lie 

* Bukhari one of the fil'St of the collectol's of the traditions, and esteem­
ed the highest in point of an authol'ity, ha<l, as is said, collected 200,oov 
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for n good purpose, especially to add by it something to the 
glory of their prophet, is with them, and particularly with tlie 
Shi'as, quite proper and l'ight. Now if to all this it be further 
added, that they are not in the habit of mentionin~ accurately 
the source from which they have taken the tn,dition, but 
merely sny: "this tradition is generally receivrd,'' or, "has 
been rrlatecl by such and such a one," often not mentioning 
the book in which they have found it, and never the page in 
which it is C'ontainecl, then it will be easily perl'eived that there 
rxisted not the slighest difficulty in adding to the traditions as 
mueh as they wished or thought convenient for thei1· purposes. 

Respecting the c!'eation of man the trnditio11s give the fol­
lowing explanation, or rather foolish account. It is related 
by his majesty Imam Jafar (the sixth of the I:! Imams of the 
Shias), that when God the Almighty sent Gabriel down upon 
earth to fetch that handful of clay from which 111a11 was to be 
created, the earth said : " I take refuge in God, and protest 
against thy taking any thing from me." Then he returned and 
flaid, 0 Goel, it took refuge in thee, (that is, did not allow me to 
take it.) Then God sent the angel lsraphil, but the earth did the 
same; then hr sent Michael, but the ea1·th al{ain taking refuge 
in God, he likewise did not succeed; then God sent Malak-
11) Maut, telling him, that he must needs bring the handful 
of clay. And when the earth again took refuge in God, he 
said : And I likewise take refuge in God, that I shall not return 
except having taken a handful of clay from thee. He then 
took a handful of clay from the face of the earth. God 
then took a handful of sweet wate1·, and mixing it up with the 
clay said : From thee I create the prophets, and messengers 
or apostles, and all servants desiring and w01·thy of paradise. 
Then he took another handful of bitter and brackish water, 
and mixing it up with the clay, said: From thee I create the 
oppressors, the deceivers, the transgl'essors and ali the compa­
nions of the devils. 1'he11 he mixed both to11:ethe1· and poured 
it down before the arch ; and both consisted of se,·eral small 
balls (glohules). Then he commanded the four angels in charge 
of the fou1· winds of heaven that they should let the winds 
blow over these globules. They then beat them together, 

or according to nnotlier ~tatement, 600,000, traditions, of which he re. 
,:arde<I hut IOU,000 as some" hat to be relie<l upou, aml only 7'i7 5 ag 
1tclualiy autlumtica111l tru<!. Jle die,I A. If 25t.i. ,\11olher collector ha:i 
recei\'ed 1111lv 5~'ib, a111l the author of the l\l.,siihilr 011ly 4,4,IH as autlum­
tic. ·1 he w1:iten1 of the :Sliias dilfor i;till more than those of the :Su1111111 
nbout the 11u111her of the tl'1111itions to be rt'gariled as actually tu he rehed 
upon; for as tht' :Sl,ias re,-:ard a~ c.tnonical also tlie sayin;.;s of tl,eir I 1111ims, 
tl,ey ha\'e a much 11reater 1111111be1· of tra<litio11s thau thi, S1111nis, a11d 
co11seq11ently still more difficult is it to tix lheir uumher, 01· tu d1stm­
gui~h beH~een an authentic aml au uuauthentic tn,d1Lio11, 
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1·nbhed them to dust and gave the mass a form, and by them 
the four properties of the body, the choleric, the san~uine, 
the phlegmatic, and the humoristic we1·e produced. In this 
manner, the lifeless body remained for forty year!!. And the 
angds passed by it, and said : He has been created for a ~1·eat 
purpose. And the devil went in at his_ mouth and passecl 
thrnugh his body, and this is the reason why all that is in the 
belly and evacuated from it is not good, and has a bad smell. At 
last God breathed the spirit iuto him. And when the spirit 
came down to his knees he attempted to jump up, hut could not, 
and fell down. And this is the meaning of what is mentioned 
in the Quran, God created man hasty. And when the spirit had 
been breathed into the whole body, the same moment, Adam 
took a bunch of grapes and ate it. In another trndition it is 
said: "The Almighty c1·eated man out of the clay of the earth, 
of which some was ba-acki!ih, other saltish, and other good 
and agreeable; and this i., the 1·eason why there are godly 
and ungodly people among· the offspring of Adam.'' All this 
is literally taken from these traditions about the creation of 
Adam found in Hayat ul Kulub, vol. i., pp. 16 and 18. 

Nothing is mentioned in these childish and materialistic tales 
of the creation of man, of the image of God, in which Adam 
was created. 'fhis was too spi1·itual and too deep a matter 
for Muhammad and his followers to receive, or to perceive 
its momentous importance. In consequence of that the 
fall of Adam, though mentioned in the Quran and traditions, 
and stated as hadng been occasioned by Satan's deceit in 
inducing Adam and Eve to eat of the forbidden fmit, is merely 
taken as an external act, and nothing is said of the moral im­
portance and consequences of this trnusgression. Original 
sin is therefOl"e understood by them as resting in the body and 
being the consequence ofit, and but seldom taken as the moral 
consequence of Adam's fall. Adam was before his ti·ansgres­
siou, according to their ideas, in the Paradise of heaven, and 
his fall consisted only in being cast down from the heavenly 
paradise to this poor t'arth. 

'l'he Muhammadans having heard of those giants mentioned 
in the scripture and spoken of in early history, gi\'e us the 
following description of one of them. H It is related of Audj 
lbiu Anaq, that his stature was 23,333 cubits. He took a 
fish from the bottom of the sea, held it up to the disc of the 
sun, roasted and ate it. 'fhe waters of the flood did not reach 
up to his knees. His age was 3000 years, and his mother A11aq 
was his majesty Adam's daughter. It is said that he loosed 
a stone from Ku.fa as la1·ge as the camp of Moses' a1·my, and 
bl'ought it to thl'ow it upon the al'my of his majesty, But the 
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Almighty sent the lapwing, which made a hole through the 
sto11e, that it fell on his neck and threw him to the ~round. 
Then came Moses, the stature of his majesty was ten cubit:-, 
and the lenla{th of his staff was ten cubits, and ten cubits he 
jumhtd up from the ground, and strucl< such a blow at 1 he 
heel of Audj that he died of it." Hayat ul Kulub, ml. i. p. 164. 

Other wouders of creation are explai11ed in the Hadith in 
the follo"·ing way. It is said, "that Imam Ja.far has been 
asked, how odours have been caused ; he answered, that Eve, 
before she ate of the t1·ee, had dressed her hair with the deli­
cious odours of paradise, and after having come down on eai-th 
she opened her oves, and God sent a wind which scattered those 
odours from the east to the west. The cause of every odour 
has thndore been from this source." And in another tradition, 
to be relied upon, he ~aid: ""\\'he11 Adam, peace be upon him! 
did eat of that tree, his clothes which he had on, flew off, he 
made therefore an apron of one of the leaves of paradise. And 
when he came down on t'arth the odour of this leaf adhered 
to the plants of Hindustan ; i11 this way the odours of Hind 
have been occasioned." Ibid. vol. i. p. 43. How fruit-bear­
ing and not fruit- bearing trees, and wheat and barley h,we been 
produced is in the same place related in the following manner : 
" Ali, accordiug to a tradition to be relied upon, said, that his 
majesty, the prophet, was asked, what is the reason, that 
some tree!; do bea1· fruits aud others do uot? He replied, when­
ever Adam said the praise of God, a fruit tree was produced ; 
but when Eve did say it, a tree not beariug fruit was produced; 
They asked further, how has God created barley? The Almighty 
said to Adam, peace be ove1· him, plough and sow the ground 
with whate,·e1· you choose. Gabriel brnught a haudful of 
wheat. of which Adam took one handful and Eve also. Adam 
said, l)o thou not sow it, but Eve did not obey. Now whatever 
Adam had sown became wheat, and whate,,er Eve did sow 
became barley." The cause why the juice of the grape and of 
the date tree has become inebriating is explained iu the follow­
ing manne1·. " Imam Ja.far said, the devil, the cursed, went 
aftel' the death of Adam under the date and wine tl'ee, and 
defiled them with one of his excrements, this penetrating to the 
veins mixed up with their sap. 'l'his is the reasou why their 
juice has now a bad smell and is ineb.-iating, and therefore has 
God mad~ unlawful to man every inebriating drink." Ibid, 
p. 45. The creation of the dog is mentioned in this way: 
According to a tradition to be relied upou, it is related from 
Ali, that 'Muhammad was asked of what the Almighty creat­
ed the dog? He replied, he created him from the spittle 
of the devil. They said, how was this a pl"Ophet of God? He 
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answered, When God sent Adam and E,·e down on earth, 
they fell upon earth ti·emhling like two youug chickens. The 
devil, the cursed, run then to the wild beast;;, which were 
before man upon earth, and said: Two fo1vls have fallen from 
heaven upon earth, so great that none has yet seen gre,1te1· 
fowls than thest>, come ye and devour them. The wild bc:tst:1 
therefore rnn along with l1im; and the de,•il, to make tht111 
eager for their prey, spoke loudly and ardently, sayi111t the 
feast is nigh; hut in the haste of his conversation some of his 
spittle fell on the ground ; from this God created two dogi-, 
a male and a fpmale. The male do~ stood in Hindusta I hy 
Adam, and the female dog by Eve in Jidda, and did not alh, ,v 
any of the wild beasts to approach unto them, from that day 
dogs and wild beasts became enemies of one another.'' Ibid. 
p. ~i9. To give an idea of the depth of the sea they have 
the following story: they say, "It is related in a tradition 
to be relied upon, that Zul Quarnain* made a large box of glass, 
and ha\'ing taken with him provisions, instruments and othe1· 
thin~s. he went on board of a ship. \Vhen he had arrived at 
a certain place in the sea, he bound ropes round his glass box, 
and having got iuto it, said, Throw the box into the sea, and 
whenner I sh,1ke the rope, then take me up ; but if I do not 
shakf' it, let me down as much as the rope will last. He went 
then down for forty days, at the _encl of which he saw a man 
kr:ucking at the side of his box, saying, Zul Quarnain, whithet· 
art thou going? He said ; I want to see the works of God in 
the sea, as I have seen them on the land. He replied, 0 Zul 
Quarnain, at this place, where thou now al't, did Noah at the 
timf' of the flood let fall a hatchet, which this moment is still 
going down, and has not yet reached the bottom of the sea. 
\Vhen Zul Quarnain heard this he shook the rope and went up 
again.'' Ibid. vol. i. p. 108. 

Of Gog and Magog, they give the following descrip­
tion : "It is related that the prnphet said: Yajudge (Gog) 
is one nation, and Majudge (Magog) is another nation, and 
every on~ consists of 400 tribes, and none of them dies 
except he has begotten a thousand sous. They are of three 
different kinds ; one kind of them are as tall as trees, another 
kind of them a1·e as thick as they are tall, and neither moun­
tain nor iron can resist them ; and the third kind have ears so 
large, that they spread one of them under them and lie upon 
it, and with the other they cover themselves. And whatever 

* This is, according to the commonly received opinion, Alexander the 
Great. He is in the Quriin as well as in tradition, represented as a true 
believer, and many of the Muhammadans make him one of their 124-,U0O 
prophets. 
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animai they pai;s by, he it an elephant, a camel, a pig or any 
other animal, they l'lill kill and devour it; and whoeve1· of 
them dies tl,ey eat him up instantly." Haq ul Yaqin, p. I 77*. 

Many such stol'ies are to be found in tradition, especially in 
tl1e Shia tr,tditious, but this will suffice to show how inventive 
the authors of tradition have been in the production of such 
tales; how anxious they were not to instruct, but merely to 
e11tertai11 and to amuse their followers with such grnss fictions; 
and how much the taste and relish for sin!ple truth, and 
even the good sense of a people, muist be corrupted by a sys­
trm of such traditions. But can traditions of the kind men­
tioned hitherto exercise 110 other but a degrading influence on 
the minds of those whn believe in them, then thoise we i;hall 
mention u111ler the i-;ubsequent heads must do it still more, and 
greatly tend, not 011ly to conupt the 111i11d and judgment, but 
also the heart and the moral feelings, of all who a<lhere unto 
theu1. 

( To he Continued.) 

111.-A Christian Mission to Cabool. 

The following prospectus or recommendation has been for­
warded us from a correspondent in Cabool. We heartily 
unite with him in the idea, that some missionary effort should 
be made by the Church of Christ for impl'Oving the recent con­
quests in these hitherto unapproachable regions; and while it 
will afford us sincere pleasure to find the friends of the 
Church Mission responding to the call, it will still more 
augment that pleasure to find that each section of the church 
is vying with the other in attempting to subjugate this 
once the strnnghold of Moslemism unto the obedience of 
Christ.-Eo. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
SIRS, 

An Enf!lish army having been brought in peace and safety to the 
capital of A ffghanistan, watched over, protectPd, and preserved by the 
hand of the Most High amidst all the difficulties by which its course 
was beset, a duty of first-rate imporlance presents itself before us, and 
a question replete with consequences of good or evil demands our 
most solemn consideration. 

For what purpose has an army of a Christian nation been guided and 
preserved in its march through these lands, and why is it located for a 

" Gog and Magog will, according to their tradition, appeRr at the end 
of time. The appearauce of them is one of the ~igns ot the approach 4?f 
the day of judgment. Their advance will be in Syria and the rt'ar of the11· 
11rmy in Khorasan, so large shall their host be. The Imam Mahti, as­
sisted by Christ, will de~troy them, together with the Dijal or antichrist, 
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11eason in the very heart of a Musalman nation ? If it be answel'ed, 
that the cross should be preached to the subduing of the crescent, our 
course is obvious ; it is then beyond a doubt our duty to avail ourselves 
to the utmost of the high privilege vouchsafed to us of makiu~ known 
the glad tidings of salvation to these b1>nighted lands : if cousidering 
this army as sent forward as the pioneers of t.he army of the Lori!, de­
tained too in the country till the labourers arrive to plough the land, 
to sow the seed, to raise a harvest to the Lord ; it is then our lirst aud 
foremost duty to leave no stone unturned until we raise a temple to 
our God, a temple of living stones fitted to his praise and glory : 
should we neglect so high an honor, despise so great a privilegt>, wl,at 
answer can be made to Him, who in mercy selected us fo1· the enlarge­
ment of Christ's kingdom upon earth ? 

But should it be answered that this army was upheld and preserved 
that the stability of ou1· Indian empire might be increased in this quar­
ter against all that might seek its subvel'Sion, the line of conduct still 
is plain, for since " righteousness exalteth a nation and sin is a reproach 
to any people," it becomes our first consideration how can we make 
tl1is nation righteous ? This nation now degr;-ded in the mire of sin, 
can alone be exalted by righteousness; then will she stand firm as our 
barrier against every foe. Viewed in either light then it is our duty­
both to God and to ourselves, to strive to rescue this benighted land 
from the darkness in which she is plunged. 

We have both a duty to perform and a privilege to take advantage 
of, and woe betide us if we err, seeing the light .. 

How are we then to exalt this nation by righteousness, an<l to length­
en the col'ds and strengthen the stakes of the tabemacle of the Lord. 
The path is opeue<l ; let us then unite in heart and hand, and follow 
where the Lord has led : let us send forth many labourers into those 
fields, white unto the harvest; ere the crescent wanes let the banner of 
the cross be raised on high ; let Jesus and him crucified be preached 
boldly, unflinchingly throughout these lands, till rescued from the power 
of Satan and the delusions of the false p1·ophet, these people may with 
jo)·ful gratitude confess that the preaching of the cross is the power of 
God to all them who are saved, and may bless the Lord Jehovah that 
their victors were their friends. 

In order to realize so glorious a result it jg proposed under the divine 
favor to establi,h, in connection with the Church Missionary Society, if 
they will kindly undertake the task, 

A CABOOL MISSION 

for the promulgation of the glad tidiugs of salvation to the perishing 
heathen of these lands. 

That the Church Missionary Society be solicited to send out from 
time to time, as the state of the funds will admit, zealous labourers in 
the cause of Christ well skilled in the Persian and if possible the 
l'ooshtoo languages. 

That Cal)ool be considered the fii·st missionary station, and that a 
Christian Temple, adapted to the wants of the infant u1i3siun and suit.ed 
to the uature of the laud, be erected in some con veuieut ".Pot either iu 
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the citadel or in the city, with a mission-house and 3chool-room at­
tachrd. 

That as soon as, under God's blessing and favor, the pro~perity of the 
mission will enable such an enlargement to be mad(•, a i;imilar mission 
be lht>d in the cit.y of Candahar. From both station~ it is hoped that 
erl' long we may be enabled to send forth labourers through the length 
and hrcadth of this devoted land, and even into those adjacent, from 
whenre nwy be looked for, the gathering together of some of the dis­
persed of Israel, the scattered of Judah. 

That. the Church Missionary Society be solicited to undertake the 
1mpE>ri11tendence of this new mission, and to regulate with its accustom­
ed zeal and discretion all the subordinate details of management. 

To all our Christian friends and fellow-lal,ourers, to all who love the 
cross of Christ we would offer the above, with an earnest solicitation 
that they will assist the \\Ork hy their own individual offerings to this 
temple of the Lord, and use their endeavours amongst their Christian 
friends and neighbours to induce them also to lend a hand to the work, 
and that all and each will beseech the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
labourers, and to give them strength and grace sufficient for the work, 
adding his blessing to our endeavours, fo1· unless the Lord give the in­
crease the husbandman soweth but in vain. 

IV.-Missionary Conj'erence-Ohservance of the Sabbath. 
On Tuesday the 7th of January, a full meeting of the Missionary 

Conference was held in the Town Hall on the invitation of J. W. 
Alexander, E;q. The subject of discussion, introduced hy the Rev. 
Mr. Macdonald, and fully treated by the ml'mbers present, was the 
following : " \Vhether any measures can he ac!opted hy this body to 
promote a better observanre of the Sabbath in this country." 

The breach of the Sabbath is one of the sins whi(:h cause the land 
to mourn ; one perhaps more widely spread, existing under a greater 
variety of forms, and committed by a greater number of different classes 
of men than any other of the cluruant sins which avert the favour and 
the blessing of God from this ruined l,ut ransomed world. In public 
offices and in private places of l,11,inPss, in places of public resort and 
in domestic circles, Ly masters and by servants, by those whom in the 
judgment of Christian charity we are r<'quired to regard as Christian 
men, by those who wear the Christian name, yet hy habitual disregard 
of the preeepts of the Gospel belie their profession, and by the infidels 
and heathens who do not acknowledge the ohligation of the Sabl,ath a! 
a Chri.,tian ordinance, the holy rest enjoined to be observed on that 
day is violated with awful frequl'ncy : so that if we were required to say 
what is the sin of which the Church is most guilty in common with the 
world, we believe we should s1H'r.ify this one of Sal,bath <leoecration. 

It will be ol,served that we sp(•ak of this as a sin on the part. of infidels 
and heathens, as well as on the part of those who acknowlerlge the 
Divine authority of the word of God; and it will very much clear our 



1840.J Mh.Yionary Cuuference. 89 

way towards the srtting of the whole ~uhject on its pl'oper basis, if we 
bestow a little attention on the establishment of this as a preliminary 
point. 

While the Sabhath is an or,linance of the Christian religion, while 
it was one of I.he positive institutions unde1· the Jewish dispensation, it 
had an existence before eithel' of these dispensations was established. 
To man in his state of innoct•nce the appointment was ma<le, to rest 
from all work on the SC'VC'lll.h d;1y, and sanctify it as a Sal.Jhath to the 
Lord. During the antediluvian periocl the obligation of the Sahhath 
lay upon men, and we can have no doubt that it was acknowli.rlged and 
acted up to, if not by the wicked descPIHlants of Cain, at least by the 
believing of the chost-n race of Seth. That it was so we gather with 
dt•monstrative certaiuty from thP recorded fact that Noah divided his 
time into pPriods of sPven dar; a division which could only ol'iginate 
in the primary in~titution of the Sahhath, and could scarcely be kept up 
without an ohsPrvance of that ordi11auce. Before the Law was given 
from Sinai the pPople of Israel ohsPrvPd the Sahbath; and the mention 
of it is so introduced a.II to warrant the belief, that even in Egypt the 
observance of the day was not unknown to thPm. But if this were so­
if they were permitted in the land of their bondag·e to cease from their 
labour on the Sahbath day, it is not for a moment to be supposed that 
theil' iron-he:irted ta~k-ma~l.ers vouch,afed them this indulgence merely 
out of respect to their peculiar opinions. They must themselves even 
in the midst of theil' idolatry have retained some remembrance of the 
appointment of a day of rest, some recognition of the duty of regarding 
one day in every seven as separate and distinct from the other six. 
This, we admit, is a hypothetical supposition, and may not come home to 
the minds of all; to us it seems to be a well-founded supposition. And 
when the obligation to observe the Sabbath was embodied in the 
Sinaical Code, it is intl'oduced not in the way of a novel and hithel'to 
unheard-of ordinance, but as the enforcement of a law previously known 
but apt to be violated. The Lol'd said not, " Keep the seventh day 
holy as a Sabbath to the Lord;" but the commandment runs thus : 
"kemember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," that day which you 
know to have been set apart from the beginning as My peculiar day, 
that Sabbath which you already know and acknowledge that it is your 
duty to observe, see that you forget not your duty to sanctify it. "Six 
days thou shalt labour and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is," 
as you a1·e well aware, "the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, &c." It 
was impossible that this language coul<l have been addressed to the 
Israelites, had they been unacquainted with the nature and the obliga­
tion of the Sabbath ; but at this lime they had not learned it from the 
sacred writings, and it clearly follows that the observance of the duty 
ha<l never ceased during the ante-legal economy. 

Thus those are shewn to be in error who would represent the 
Sabbath as no more than part of tlte ceremonial law of the Jews, and 
consequently as binding on no other people; and they also are shewn 
to erl' who consider it as obligatory on Christians alone1 and not on 
those who rPject the Christian Hevelation. So far as Jews and Chris­
tians are concerned, the law of the Sabbath is re-enacted with additional 
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sanctions, but its 01·iginal enactment is independt-nt of, and antecedent 
to the Mosaic and the Ch1·istia11 law. It was impost-d upon Adam as 
the representative of all his 1·ace,-it was recognised by Noah as bind­
ing upon him and all his posterity. Ir the mere adoption of any com­
mand into the decalogue confined its applicability to Jews and Christians, 
and absolved all others from all obligation lo implement it, then were 
murder and theft and falsehood no crimes, if perpetrated by heathens or 
infidels. 

But if it be said that all this reasoning is founded upon the llihle, 
and therefore canuot be applicable to any but those who have recei,·ed 
and possess the Bible, we might answH that we ha\'e only proceeded 
upon the authority of the Bible as an authentic history, and the only 
authentic history of those times rPgarding which our inquiries are 
employed. llut further, we answer that it is clearly the duty of all 
men to comnwmorale the graud display of the attributes and perfec­
t.ious of God exhibited in that work of creation, for the perpetuation of 
the recollection of which the Sabbath was originally instituted; and that 
it can be clearly made to appear to ri>ason, as it is also coufirmed by 
all experience, that the setting apart of stated days for this express 
purpo3e is the best possible way of kPepini:r up a devout and grateful 
remembrance of this asto11ishing work. Thus the duty of Sal:il:iath 
observance, as a duty of mere natural religion, is established on as firm 
a basis as any duty of natural religion can be. 

llut in addition to all this we are able to estahlish in a most. satis­
factory manner, apart altogether from sacred history, that tl,e tlistinc­
tion of the se,·enth day was handed down among the Gentiles. How 
else can we account for the univnsally diffused division of time into 
weeks? All other dil'isions of time, as days, months and years are natural, 
but this one is quite arbitrary, and yet it has been found in all nations 
and in every age. A week is not a multiple of any of the greater 
divisions of time. It must therefore be considered as quite an arbitrary 
division, and in searching for its origin we must go back to the days 
when the human family inhabited one narrow spot; on the top of 
Ararat we shall find the birth-place of the post-diluvian Sabhath. The 
bloody sacrifices of the holy father of the ark-saved race, blazing to 
heaven on the morning a11d evening of the seventh day, must be acknow­
ledged to have cast a light over the whole world, distinguishing that 
day as one of rest and devotion. Nor arf' there wanting in profane 
writers testimonies to the sacredness of the ~eventh day. \Vitness the 
following: 

'E/360µ11, i,pov 11µap.-He.<iod. 
" The seventh, tbe sacred day." 

'E06oµa'T1/ 6' ,,..,..,.a Ka.T7JAu9,v, iepov 11µa.p.-Homer. 
"Theo came the seventh, tbe sacred day." 

'E/360µ011 1/JJ.a.p •1111, «a., 'TC,, TETEAEO''TO ,ra.1/'TO..-ld. 

" It was the stventh day, au<.I in it all thiugs had beeu perfected.'' 

These quotations are sufficient. We consider that class of passages of 
which these are spec·imens as at once valuable confirmations of the sacred 
history, an<l cou v incing proofs of the universal obligation of the Sabbath. 
Nor is it merely to iucidental allusions in the writings of the poets 
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that we can appral in substantiating this position. \Ve have testimony 
of the actual observance of the ~eventh as a sacred clay on the p:11't of 
the ancient heathen nations. Thus Josephus testifies: " Neque est 
ulla civitas Grrecorum aut Barbarorum, neque ulla geus ad quam sep­
timi diei in quo vacamus, consuet1ulo nimime pervenerit." And Philo 
Judreus in similar terms asks, " Quis sacrum ilium diem, per singulas 
hehdomadas recurrentem, 11011 honornt ?" 

Thus then we think 110 ~tep is wanting to make out the conclusion 
that it is the duty of men as men, independently of revelation, to con­
secrate and set apart from common purposes a seventh part of their 
time ;-a duty acknowledg-ed by ancient writers, and commending itself 
to the reason of men themselves. 

\,Ve have de\'oted so much space to the establishment of this point, 
not only because it is in itself interesting, hut because it possesses a 
most important bearing on the ,ubj,·ct of Sauhath-observance in this 
countn·, whne tht> native heathen population are so associated in rela­
tions ~f bu~ines~ with professed Christians. If it has been estaulished 
that the obligation of the Sabbath lies upon Heathens as well as 
upon Christia11s, it follows as a 11eressary consequence that e,·ery viola­
tion of it 011 their part is sin, as well as every neglect of it on our part. 
The fact that they rlo not perform their duty does not lessen their 
obligation lo perform it. Their responsibility is not afft'rted even by the 
fact that they do not generally know their duty; for they are account­
able for that knowledge "'hich they ought to have possessed, and the 
want of which is due to their si11. If then it be a sin in a heathen to 
violate the rest of the holy Saubath ; then if we impose upon heathens 
anv work which interferes with their proper observance of the Sauliath, 
th~n we command them to commit sin. No matter though we have the 
belief that if we did not impose that work upon them, they would spend 
the day in committiug equally great or even greater sins. For the 
co1'1mand to perform that action, that is, to commit that sin, we are 
responsible. Yea more, if we permit them to do any of our worldly 
business on that holy day, we are abettors of their sin, and at the bar of 
God will be held responsiule for having aided and countenanced them 
in their transg,ession. Jf the heathens who are around us will dese­
crate that dav whirh God hath sanctified, let those who bear the name 
of Christ at ieast see that no part of the gnilt lie at their doo1·s. Let 
all Christians take a decided stand, and so far as their influence extends, 
shew to the heathen who are under their control that if they will com­
mit sin, the guilt of it must be upon their own heads. 

But while we have dwelt so long on the sin comrnited by heathens 
in violaLiug the Sabbath, we would not be understood as meaning that 
tlH•y are the only Sabbath-breake1·s in this country, 01· that tho~e who 
profess to he Christians are guilty of this sin only in the way of con­
sentiug· to its commission on the part of others. Alas ! No. \,Vonld 
it were so I But of this in the sequel. 

As all the commandments of God are good as well as holy and just, 
we may be a~sured that a law so unil·ersally binding is inte11<led for the 
good and not for the evil of those who keep it. And it require,, Lut 
little thought or observation to convince us that the law of the Sab-

N 2 
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bath, if duly observed, would tend to promote to an incalculable extent, 
the spiritual, mental and physical well-uC'ing of men. As lo the spil'i­
tual good that is derived to men from the right observance of the Sab­
hath, C'vcry Christian can testify that even 1rilh it he can hardly keep 
his ~oul free from the taint of earthliuess, all(\ requires a large measure 
of the grace of Gnd to preserve the ~pirit of godliues~ in his soul, 
whereas without it he should he utterly overwhelnH"d in the ruhliish of 
worldly employmeuts a11d worldly care~. The anxiou9, cart'-worn, and 
we might almost say haggard looks of most of our men of liusiness 
clearly point out to us the necessity of a regularly returning day of rest 
as a restorati\'e of the mental an,\ liodily energies, and sl,ew us that the 
all-wise contri\'er of our frames intended, that after so many dar spent 
in J,arassing and fatiguing unsiness we should refrain for a seaoon from 
our ordinary employments, uot however devoting that season to the 
still more e11ervati11g labour of worldly entertainments aud dissipation, 
but employing it in some calm and ~oothing exercises. British mer­
chants have long loeen the boast of their country; and perhaps in intelli­
gence and uprightness are not <'quailed hy the corresponding class of any 
country in the world. And this we believe is in a \'ery great m<.>asure 
due to the fact, that the Sabbath is uetter obsened in Uritain than in 
any other country; for how can we expect a mau to be distingui,hed for 
his iutelligence, when his bodily and mental powers are eaten up as by 
a canker worm, by incessant attention to business, relieved ouly, if re­
lieved at all, by the excitl'ments of gaiety and dissipation; and how unrea­
sonable is it to expect a man to be distinguished for uprightness, who is 
in the hauit of setting at nought one of the most important precepts of 
the moral law ? But we can venture to predict that if a higher tone of 
feeling in regard to sacred things, and especially a scriptural mode of 
obsen-ing this Divine Institution were more prevalent among them, 
their reputation and with it their success would Le greatly increased. 
" Godliness has the promise of the life that now is, as well as of that 
which is to come." \Ve never yet heard of a man eventually suffering 
even in his worldly interest from a conscientious regard to his Sabbath­
duties. On the contrary we have l,eard of multitudes of instances, and 
have known of some, in wl,ich Saliuath-prof'auation has ueen the fore­
runner of worldly ruin and crime. If we can conceive it possiule that 
all mankind should agree to discontinue tl,e observance of the Saliuath as 
a day of rest from worldly employments aud worldly cares, as a day of 
commemoratiou of the finished work of Creation and the more stupendous 
work of Redemption, as a day of calm aud devout meclitation on the at­
tributes of God as manifested in these two great works, and 011 the 
duties of men as creatures aud redel'med creatures, the amount of hap­
piness enjoyed in this world would ue reduced a thousand-fold. As 
says one, " Wherever the Sabuat.h is not, there is no worship, 110 reli­
gion. l\lan forgets Go<l, aud Go,\ forsakes man. The moral world 
becomes a de~ert, where life nevei- springs and beauty never smiles, 
Putrid with sin and sl,runk with ignorance, the soul of man loses its 
rational character, and prostrates itself before de\'ils, men, beasts, and 
reptiles, stocks and stones. To these man offers his prayers, his praises 
aud his victims-to these he sacrifices his children, and immolates the 
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purity and honou1· of his wife. A brutal worshipper of a brutal God, 
hi' hop!'s for protPction and blessing from the assumption of PVery folly 
atHI the perpetration of every crime." Hut if on the other hand Sah­
bat h observance should become more general, every other blessing 
would follow in its train. The influence of the pulpit for good would 
be inddiuih•ly multiplied. Thne would be 110 empty pews in our churches, 
to tell of those who are spe111li11g God',; holy day in business or corre­
sponde11ce, in plt'asure or in idleuess-no drow,y hearers giving evidence 
of the dividl'd ~tale of their thoughts, and shewing that though bodily 
present in the courts of God's house, their hParts are lPft behind them in 
their offices or counting-housPs, on the hunting fiel<l 01· the parade. The 
Holy Spirit would lo1·e to descend among a congregation of such worship­
pers ; au<l the goo<l see<l sown in such honest hearts would spring up and 
bear much fruit. The holy rest and sweet soothing exercises of medita­
tion and dHotion would give elasticity to the mind, and increase the 
ht>nlth and \·igour of the body•. That part of the animal creation which 
ministers so largely to the comforts of man would come in for a share 
of the advantage, and the groans of the creation suhject to bondage 
would become less loud and le~s frequent, and the labour and travail of 
the whole creation would be gradually diminished till their final termi­
nation at the period of the manifestation of the sons of Gnd and the 
commencem1'llt of the eternal Sabbath, the perpetual rest that remaineth 
for the people of God. 

lu one effect that would flow from the betlPI' observance of the Sab­
bath on tl,e part of professed Christians in this country, we are especi­
ally interested. Ry the blessing of God it might be expected to exer­
cise a most favourable influence on the heathen populatiof1. ,vhat is 
the ol,jeclion that is more frequeutly than all others thrown in the teeth 
of the Missionary? Is it not the irreligion of multitudes who are 
accounted Chri,tians? This to be sure is uot a legitimate objt>ction 
against Cln·istianity itself, and those who urge it act just as foolishly 
as if a m:m should condemn some noble picture of which he had ouly 
~Pen some daubed and disfigured copy. But still it is au objection that 
we have no doubt. operates very powerfully on the minds of heathens, 
and it were far helter that the Missionary should l>e able to deuy their 
premises than that he should require to correct their log·ic. lf the 
Sa!,liath were observed as it ought, and if those heathen~ who a1·e in the 
employment of those who profess to he Christians, were distinctly made 
to uu<lerstan<l that none of the work of thei1· employers may he done on 
the Lonl's-day, we are persuaded. that by the grace of God it would 
produce a most salutary influence on thei1· minds. In Ezekiel xx. I:.!, 
G0tl thus speaks: "I i:i;ave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me 
and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that sauctify them;" 

" We consi<ler it as a strong argument in favour of Sabbath observance, that the 
bo<lily frnme of mau nod the animals who assist him in the performance of his 
labour actuully rrquire for their physical well-being a periodically returning day of 
rest. We ha,e before us tbe evidence given before the Committee of the House 
?f Commons by D1·. J: R .. Farre, a medical practitione1· _of about t-1 years' standing 
111 Lonuon, froin winch 1t cleal'ly appe1us that a peno,hcal day of rest is absolutely 
nece,sary for the henlth of man. Tbus does physiology, like every other brnuch of 
science, bear witness to the truth of lhe llible-tbus it is shewu with the force of 
<lemoustration t-uat He who ma<le mau, made also the Sabbath for man. 
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ond nzain in verse :W: " Hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign 
bPIWPPll mP and ~·ou, thnt ~·r may kuow that I am the Lord your God." 
.t\11d in like mnnnrr if Christians would faithfully observe the day of 
tl11• Loni. it. wonld he to thPm also a pNpetual sign of the Covenant 
into which t hev ha\·e PntPrr,I with the Lord; nor to them alone, but to 
all those also ~d10 havp opportunities of ohser\'ing the mode in which 
tl1<'!- ol,,prvp the clay ~<'I apart for the commemori,tion of their Lord's 
re~nrrP<'tion from tlw ,lt>a<l. Thus to their l1Patlwn srrvants and depend­
ants Christians wonl,1 act as witnessrs for Christ, and their testimony 
would he g-iwn in the way most a<'cPptaLle to them. The permissi01, 
to <'easP from lahour on one day in every Sl'Ven, would he just such an 
evidenr<', as would \)(',t come home to the mind of a heathen servant, of 
tlw ,·alue set hy l1is master upon t.he blessings procured hy the death 
and the resurrertion of our hh•ssed Loni; the command to do no work 
on that day would form to him the most powerful exposition of the 
s;irredue,s of that day which God cl11ims as peculiarly his own. " By 
keeping a Sahhat.h we acknowledgP a God, and declare that we are not 
A theists; hy keeping one day in se\·en, we protest against idolatry, and 
:irknowlP<lgP that God who in the beginning made the heavens and 
the earth ; and by keeping our Sahhath on the first day of the week, 
we protest a~ainst .lndaism, and al·knowledge that God, who, having 
made the world, sent His only begotten Son to redeem mankind. This 
oli~ervance therefore of the Sunday in the Christian Church, is a pub­
lic wt"'ckly assertion of the first two articles in our creed-the belief in 
God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord." 

Let us 11t Jpngl h go on to specify some of the forms assumed by this 
sin of Sahhath-hrPaking in this country, and state the means proposed in 
the Conference for lessP11ing its prevalence, entreating those Christians 
into whose hands this report may fall to exert themselves to the utmost 
of their powpr in their several stations to forward the great object. 

I. At the head of the dark catalogue stand those profanations of 
God's holy day pt>rpetrated u11d<>r the sanction of Government. 

\\Te are not aware that anv of the sen·ants of Government, with the 
exception of those in the Po;t-office, are nqufred to give their attend­
ance in thei1· offices on the Lord's-day, but many of the public offices 
are kept oprn so that all who will may go to them and perform their 
ordinary duties. Many native sirkars, and, we have heard, some Euro­
peans do so attend, and set at nought the appointment of God, Thus 
aecorrling to the principles formerly laid down, principles which cannot 
be controverted, thl' Government, the Christian Government of Ilritish 
India, is accPssary to the sins of these men. Surely God who has done 
~o much for the extension and support of the Briti8h power in India 
rlo!'S not deserve such ingratitude at the hands of the British authorities, 

The ~ervants of (io\·ernment employed in the Post office are deprived 
of the rights which belong to thl'm as creatures of God, and are required 
to sacrifil'e the re~t which is their natural Lirth-right. There has of late 
!,pen much discussion on this suhject in England. We trust that some­
thiug good will he clone there, aud that it will extend to this distant por­
tion of the empire. Letters are uot delivered in London 011 the Saliliath; 
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and no impediment is found to be thrown in the way of the transac­
tion of business ; neither would it be so here. 

In the Conservancy department it is possible that there may be some 
works of necessity or mercy wl,ich may require the employment of a 
small section of the men <luri11g a small portion of the sacrl'<l day. llut 
it is understood that, supposing this neces,ity to exist., much more work 
is done than can by any means bt: brought within the class of works of 
necessity or merry. 

The Botanic Gardens are kept open on the Lord's-day, and arP fre­
quented by multitudl's who are thus exposed to the temptntio11 of com­
mitting sin, and of clis..~ip11ti11g that str<-1111,th by O\'Prmud1 mental excite• 
ment which it is one of the ends of the ::iabbath to promote. 

Houses liceused by Government for the sale of intoxicating liquon 
are kl'pt open 011 the Lord"s-day, and thus ::iabbath breakers are tempt• 
ed to add drunkenness to their other sins. 

Tht>se desecrations committed in the service and undPt" the sanction 
of Gon•rnment can only he pre,·ented hy the witlodrawal of that sa11c­
tio11. \Ve can scarcely doubt tl,at a mPmoriul sig·ned by all the 
Christian inhabitants of Calcutta would i11flut-11<:e the Government to 
wash their hands of so flagrant a sin. 8111:!1 a memorial has bPen 
agreed upon by the Conference, and will soon be ready for receiving the 
signatures of the Christian public. 

11. Se\·eral merchants and dealers are understood to keep their 
plac-es of business open on tl1e ::iahbath. :t-,'ow this is partly th,·ir sin, 
and partly that of those who frequent tlwir shops on the Lord's-day. 
In so far as it is their fault, it is believed that it may be tl,us in g-reat 
mrn;,ure prevented. Let all Christians resolve that henceforth they 
will not encourage by their custom those who pay so little respect to 
the ordinance of God. This will at once shew these dealers the esti• 
mation in which their conduct is held, and will hold out to them a 
stroug inducement to discontinue the siuful practice. Let Chris­
tians who have been in the habit of employing those who kPep their 
places of business open 011 the Lord's-day, stale to them fully and 
fairly that they shall withdraw their support till such time as this prac­
tice is wholly ahall(loned. If into the hands of any pe1·son in business 
who is guilty of this sin this report may come, we would Parne,tly en­
treat him to consider well the greatness of his sin against God, his 
fellow-men and himself. And if there be any Christian who has 
thoughtlessly given his countenance to such a prad.ice by actually send­
ing· for goods on the Lord's-day, we would faitlit'ully coUIISl'l him to 
think for a moment what he is doing. Why should he be laying up so 
much matter for bitter repenting ? 

Builders and others are in the habit of letting out their work to natives 
who employ men to perform that work on the Sabbath day. It is the 
duty of every such 111a11 to introduce a special clause into every con­
tract, that the work shall be totally discontinued on the day of sacred 
rest. This has hPe11 done hy more than one builder in Calcutta, and 
in a worldly point of view, they have not suffered*. 

~ Since this 1\'RS written we have had occasion to visit a l11r11e factory in the 
11e1gbbuurbood ol' Calcutta, in wldcb 1500 natives 1u·e employed. 1'be present 
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The~e abuses are to he corrected hy the diffusion of sounder view& 
re,pecli11g the nature an!I ohligation o·f Sabbath ohsel'vance. Ministers 
in their pulpits are the prime guardians of the rest and devotion of the 
day of the Lord. Lt>t them set themselves to this as to a most impor­
tant part of their work All Christians who are alive to their dut.y in 
this malt('r ought to make conscience of setting forth and enforcing the 
dnty to all those ov!'r whom they can exercise influence. The Mis­
sion:,ry Conference, in ordl'r to call universal attention to the subject, 
will shortly i,sue an(l circulate a series of Tracts to be prepared by 
Sl'Veral of the members. 

11 I. I 11 ,·pry man_v private families there is a miserably low standard 
of Salil.ath oh,rrva11cr.-Baza.r-making-neglPct of the public wor­
ship of God-rPadi11g of NPwspapers and books unfit for the day­
i<llPn('ss and unprolital,le convPrsation-riding and driving-paying 
and recPiving of visib-all these seem to be sins fearfully prevalent 
in this country. As to the employment of servants in any work that 
may he !lone on the preceding day, or may be left over to the next, or 
in any work which is not a!➔solutely necessary to be don(', we have 
already spoken at suffieient length. All the ways usually adopted fo1· 
killing timP, as it is c.i.\led, bespeak a fearfully low tone of Christian 
feeling. If a man cannot spend the waking hours of a single day in 
exercises fitted to the day of the Lord, how is he to consider himself as 
possessPd of the feelings and tastes and sentiments which will fit him 
for the e11joym1-nt of the heavenly state ? In heaven there is a perpetual 
Sabbath. 

We fpar that even amongst Christians there is a sad deficiency in 
some of these particulars. If they would only make an experiment of 
observing the Sabbath according to the way laid down in Scripture-if 
they would direct and require their servants to have all arrangements 
made ~o that nothing may interfere with the rest and the duties or the 
Lord's-dav-if on the Sabbath they would make conscience of instruct­
ing tlteir children and to the best of abilit_v their servants-if they would 
" sp!md the day in the puhlic and private exercises of God's worship, 
except so much a~ i~ to be taken up in the work~ of necessity or mercy," 
they would soon find how _pleasaut a day it would becomf.>, and they 
would derive from it all the spiritual, mental and physical good which 
it was designed by its Divine lnstitutor to impart. 

In advocating the cause of Sabbath-observance we feel that we occupy 
an honourable position. \Ve are pleading for God, for the cause of the 
Sabbath is t.he cause of God. We are pleading the cause of man-of 
all men, for " the Sabhnth was made for man," but especially of the 
poor, for the Sabhath is emphatically the poor man's day-of the 
heathen, who have few indeed to care for their interests-of the rising 
generation, whom we would deliver from the baneful influence of evil 

superintendent has not been long in the woi-ks, but he hRs RlreRdy stopped one 
half of the work on :,;,.t,bath. and hopes soon to put a ~omplete stop to all work 
throughout the whole of the Lord's-day. One reas'ln he mentioned for being 
anxious to do so, apart from the sacredness of the duty, was this: 11 Neither J, uor 
any of my Euro11ea11 as-.istants ever enter the works on Sunday, and I cannot have 
confidence tlrnt the work i11 well performed when the natives know that we will not 
i:o in upon them." 
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example, and put under the influence of domestic Sabbath Instruction :­
we had almost said fire-~itle instruction-but that is a dl'eam of the 
past-a vision or I.he far-off land of our childhood. Scotland-all our 
thoughts of Sabbath obs,:,rvance are mixed up with thoughts of thee­
thy \'illaire chmches with thei1· humble spires-thy simple service 
meet for the taste of thy honest-hearted and unostenlatious peasantry, 
and meet also for the worship of that God who seeks the adoration that 
cometh fresh from the breast-thy modest manses-

" Lent to mo1·tals just to ehew 
A specimen of heaven below." 

Scotland, " whose is the Sabbath and the Sabbath-bard"-thv sons in 
multitudes liave left thy shores to seek riches in this Easte~n world; 
thv manses have sent forth their nurslings to this clime of the sun-for 
a Scottish manse is uot a place of remaining-and canst thou not with 
th,:,m send out the Spirit of thy Sabbath-observance? \Vhy do thy sons, 

,when they come to sojourn in the land of the stranger, so oft forget the 
lessons which they h•amed in their father's house? Thou canst not i;encl 
us out thy Spirit, but thy God, who has given thee the blessing, can also 
give it to us. Oh Lord God, who didst appoint the day of rest for man 
and beast! Jesus, thou Lor<l of the Salibath ! Holy Spirit, by whose 
influence alone the Sabbath can l:,e called and felt to be a delight, do 
thine own work in the mi<lst of us, and avert from us the condemnation 
of tho,e who disl"egard thy day au<l thine ordinances.-Eo. 

fflifjofanai-p ,utlJ l\tligiatt5 lnttlligtntt. 

1.-l\hssIONARY AND EccLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS. 
,ve are confident it will afford 8\'ery friend to the cause of education 

and religion in India the highest satisfaction to learn, that letters from 
Alfxantlria have heen received from the RH. Dr. Duff. It is probable he 
may be detained there about one month, 01ving to the want of accommoda­
tion on the steamers, or other means of cor"·eyance by the O\'erland route. 
He may ( D. V.) he expected in Calcutta in about a month.-l\lrs. Cha1·les, 
the esteemed lady of Dr. Charles, senior ministe1· of the Scotch Church, 
together with her family, ha\·e embarked and sailed for Europe. \Ve 
regret to find that l\11·s. (.;.'s health should have required this movement, 
but we trust under God she may scion he restored in perfect health to he1· 
circle in India. -. --

2.-ScnooL AT FoRT GLo'sTER. 
It has been ou1· duty this month to chro11icle the examinations and anni­

versaries of severi',l of our city schools and 1mblic institutions. This to us 
has heeu a most plea,.iug lahor ; hut we ha\'e not less pleasure in recording 
the account of the A n1111al Examination of the school at Fort Glo'ster, un­
der the superintendence of the General Assembly's i\Jission. If it be true 

"That mllny a flower is born to hlush unseen, 
And waste its fragrance on the desert air," 

it is no less- so of some of the most valuable though unostentatious 
efforts of man to hette1· the condition of his neighbour. ,v e think this 
rule fairly applicable to the school at Glo'ste1·. It is entirely unde1· the 
management of a respectable and intelligent young n~ti\·e, formerly a pu­
J•il uf the Genernl Assembly's Institution in Calcutta. The school is partly 
supported by the Sirkai·s (heathen) connected with the works at Glo'ster, 
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partly hy the proprietors, and also in part hy the Assemhly's .Mission, 
under whose control it is placed hy the oth~r contrihutinl{ vanies. The 
school was first patronized hy \V. Patrick, E,q. merchant of Lliis r.ity, and 
is now fully encouraged hy C. J. Orr, Esq. the resident at Glo'ster. The 
examination was heh.I at the residence of the lattt'r g1•ntlema11 011 '.\Jond:,y 
the 27th of January. The examination was conducte,l lty the U,·v. '.\lessrs. 
D. Ewart and T. Smith, of the S('ottish l\Iis~ion, arid the He v. T. Bo:iz of 
the London Society; also by C. J.On·, Esq. and Bahn Hara Shankar Da•, the 
zealous and perse\·ering teache1· of the school. The pupils underwent a 
very minute examination in Engli,h Grammar, Geography, Ari1hmetic, 
Astronomy, the use of the Glohe~, History of India, Scripture History, 
and other useful branches of learninl('. The acquaiutance manifested by 
them with the various topics was highly credital,le to their industry, and 
not less to the talent aml attention of the master, After the examination, 
prizes were distributed to the more deserving by C. J. Orr, E,q. and 
the pupils addressed hy the gentlemen present on the importance of a 
diligent and persevering improvement of the means placed at their dis. 
posal. Here we have a little oasis in the midst of an almost (as far as 
education is concel'lled) desert country; or hen! we have one of the flower. 
beds of learning, opening its buds, displaying its beauties and shedding its 
odours 011 every hand, in the midst of a people who have been accustomed 
only to have presented to them in the fol'm of education that which wm1 
calculated to repel and debase, May this infant institution long continue 
to flourish and incl'ease under the fostering care of the Assembly's l\lission, 
to which this, as well as the school at Taki, is under the highest obligation 
for the efficient 1mperintendance afforded by the teachers of that valuable 
seminary. 

3.-EXAMINATION OF THE GENERAL AssEnlBLY's INSTITUTION. 

The ninth annual examination of this important Institution was helcl 
on F1·iday, 3rd Janua1·y. ,ve were delighted to see it so well attended 
by both European and Native gentlemen. Tt,e large nnd res1ieclahle 
attendance was a sure indication of the high esteem in which the Institu­
tion is held; and the presence of so many respectable natives proves that 
superstition and prejudice are on the wane, and that the natives of Cal­
cutta can appreciate the ad,·antages of a good education even when cou. 
pied with the inculcation of a faith differing from their own. :\Jany of the 
young men are evidently well acquainted with the doctrines of Christia. 
oity, as well as conversant with our science and literature; their minds 
are enlightened, their prejudices removed-some have boldly cume out 
and openly professed themsel\"es the di,ciples of JesuR, anxious to walk 
in his ordinances and commandments. These are results which might have 
been anticipated hy all parties; for the whole course of instruction pur­
sued in the Institution is calculated to produce them. The natives are 
aware of these facts, yet their children flock to the Institution, and thera 
al'e at pl'esent in daily attendance about 660 lioys. The large number of 
natives present at the last examination also shows that the Institution is 
still rising in public estimation. 

The inc1·easing popularity of the Institution may be traced to the follow. 
ing causes. 1st. The natives are beginning to percei1•e that so far a11 
Hinduism is concerned, they have as much to fear from an infidel educa­
tion as from a Christian one; and that while the former gives nothing in 
lieu of what it takes away, the latter, they are convinced, inculcates the 
principles of virtue, and fosters a ~pi1·it of benevolence. 2ndly. The ln­
sbitution, while it aims at the improvement of the moral feelings, and the 
conversion of the soul to God, is second to none in India, in the efficiency 
of its mude, and extent of its system of literary and scientific education. 
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The deserl'edly high character of th<' Institution, and the advantnge3 it 
is c11pable of affording, might be easily infentd frorn the known abilities of 
itR conductors; but the prnficiency of the scholal's at the last examination, 
in the higher branches of science, proHd herond dispute that few if any 
Institution in the country could compete 1vith it. A mere enumeration of 
some of the suhjects in which the pu11ils wel'e examined will show to those 
'll·ho were not present, the extent of the course of education pu1·sued ir1 
the Institution. The higher classes were examined in the Scrivtures, 
Christian Theology, the Evidences of Christianity, Euclid's Geornrtry, 
Conic Sections, Trigonometry, Algebl'a, the Di.lferential Calculus, Astro­
nomy, Logic and Political .Economy, &c. &c. \Vith all these sul,ject9 
the la<ls appeared to be quite familial'. The readiness and accuracy 
with which they answered the searching questions put to them e1·idently 
showed that they were well instructed, varticularly in scieutilic subjects, 
Thry apveal'ed to be familial' not only with the results of philosophical 
inl'estigation, but with the pl'inciples of science, and the calculations upon 
which its truths may be demonstrated. 

,ve were much pleased with the Essays which wt're 1·eacl, particulal'ly 
one by Mahend1·a Lal Basak, a you11g conve1·t who was lately baptized. 
This is the first instance which we ha\'e witnessed of a Nati,·e Christian 
reading his own productions in the English language before a large, 
assembly of his countrymen. l\Jay we not hope that this is the fil'st 
fruits of a large and abundant harvest ! 

\\'e witnessed a new and interesting feature at this examination. \V" 
were gratifi,·d by listening to the reading of two es~ays in the Hengali 
language. This is a decided im11roveme11t, and although the com11osition9 
were occasioually ddicient in point of idio111, yet, if the Institution perse­
veres in pa} iug that attention to the native laniruages, which it has for 
10me time cloue, it will ere long produce as good Bengali and Hindustani 
scholars as it has heretofore English ones. The increased attention which. 
thii. department of education is exciting throughout the country augur9 
well for the general e11lightermumt of India. The vernaculan, after all, are 
the grand medium through which our religion, literature and science must 
be extensively diffused. It is with great satisfaction therefore we see the 
Assemhly's lustitution, adding to all the other blessings which it has con­
fen·ed upon the 11ati1•es, a correct kuowledge of the structure and use 
of their own language. The Bengali Essayists were rewarded with prize", 
an example worthy of all imitation in kindred institutions. The busi11eH 
of the day was concluded by the distribution of p1·izes as rewards fo1· pro­
ficiency aud good conduct. The gold medal giwen by D. Macfarlan, Esq, 
to the Lest of the highest class, was gained hy Banamali De. The silver 
medal given by the Rev. DI'. Charles for the best Essay in English was 
gained by llahendl'a Lal Basak. His Essay l'efen·ed to abo,·e was one of 
the best compositions we ha1•e ever heard coming from a nati1•e. l\Jilhen­
dra also g11ined the silver medal gi1·en by the Rev. Mr. E1rnl't for the best 
English Essay on another suhject. These and the other prizes were dis­
tributed hy the Rev. l\Ir. Meiklejohn, who presided as Moderator of the 
Presbyte1·ii1l Body of CiLlcutta. 

4.-CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIO~ BuoWANIPORE, 

The examination of the <.:h1·istiao Institution under the superintend­
ence of the Rev. J. Campbell of the Loudon .Missionary Society, took 
place at Bhowauipore 011 the 24.th of December. \Ve attended this ei:.,mi. 
nation and dedl'ed from it g1·eat pleasure, and we trust not a little profit. 
Who that has a just estimate of the ViLlue of <.:hi-istian instruction can 
(ail to del'il'e pleasure from the mere sight of four hundred boys brought 
illto daily iutercoul'se of the clos-eijt kind with a Cluiistiao Miissional'y? 
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Who that knows any tl1ing of the rainful and insinuating nature of 
idolatry cnn contemplate without a glow of gratitlllle the spectacle of so 
many sons of i,lolators imhihing the antidote to that soul-destroying 
JH>isun? H'ho that has himself experienced the power ancl sharpness of 
the wonl of Gud can fail to he delighted when he hears this word intel­
li~ent ly read ;11111 explained by hmuh-eds of heathens? Who that looks 
forwanl \\"ith earnest longing to the day when this mighty land shall he 
111lded to the ki11g·tlo111 of the exalted ;\Jessiah, can hesitate to hail this 
spectacle as he who watches for the morning welcomes the first shenk of 
scarcely perceptible light which, though little and rlim, he knows will 
brighten anti expand, till the heavens shall be all illuminated and the 
earth ,hall rPjoiee in the effulgence of the orb of day ? Who that knows 
the value of the gospel, and its adequacy to supply all the wants aud to 
relieve all the distresses of men, does not feel his heart burn within 
)1i111 even when he hears that this j;Ospel is in the hands and in the heads, 
if we may so speak, of hundreds whose fathers scarcely lrnow the name of 
Jesus, but who bow down to stocks and stones, and give that worship to 
the works of their own hands which is due only to the one living and 
true Guel? How much more then does the Christian expe1·ience a trans~ 
port of holy joy when with four hundred youths actually before his eye, 
each with the Bible or some Christian book in his hand, he looks hack to 
the time, not so Jong a retrospect, when from the one end of the land to 
the other the Bible was not to be found, and forward to the time, God 
grant the prospect may not be distant, when scriptural knowledge shall be 
multiplied, and the gospel shall take its residence not in the heads alone 
but in the hea1·ts also of the millions of India. There are of those whom 
we respect and love who think that the l\lissionary trensury is robbed when 
any portion of its resources are expended on such institutions as this: but 
we freely say that f01· ourselves we cannot conceive a more legitimate 
application of l\lissionary l;ihour and Missionary funds, and Jet us add of 
Christiau prayer; and we look upon it as a token of great good for this 
land, that llible schools are now rising up over the length and breadth of 
the land, and the l\lissionarics of the cross are suffering the little ones 
to come to Jesus. 

The examination was well attended by ladies and gentlemen, although 
Bhowanipore is at a rather inconvenient distance from Calcutta, and the 
lateness of the hour at which the examination commenced must ha\·e 
1·e1Hlered it inq>os8ihle fo1· many to be present, without risking exposure 
to the heat. The Hev. !\Jr. Boaz, secretary of the Bengal Auxiliary Mis­
sionary Society, presided, and amongst the l'isitor,; we observed the Rev. Ur. 
Charles and i\Ir. i\Ieildejolm, l\Jinisters of St. And1·ew's Church; Messrs. 
Ewart, Macdonald and Smith, l\Iissionaries of the General Assembly, and 
we think all the }lissionaries of the Loudon Society resident in Calcutta, 
besides Dr. Somers from Banaras. Besides these there wns present a 
goodly number of ladies aml laymen. The examination was chiefly con­
ducted by Dr. Charles, l\lessrs. l'llorton, Piffard and Smith, who as well 
;is all the visitors were in the hig·hest degree satisfied with the attainments 
of the pupils, hoth in religious and in what has been called i;ub-relig-ious 
lrnowledge. They manifested, according to their several standings iu the 
school, at once a large an1l minute acquaintance with sacred history, the 
eviclences and doctrines of the Bible, and the elements of those sciences 
which truths are peculiarly opposed to those errors which are sanctioned 
l,r the books eslt•emed sacred by the Hindus, as Geography, Astronomy, 
&c. Th~se i)ranches of knowledge had of course been communicated 
thrnug-h the me1li11m of the English language; but the cultivation of their 
molher-to11g11e hacl evidently not been neg·lected, as was el'ident from 
their rc:1<li11gs in Ben.rali and their translations from English into that 
language. I\' e look ~ pon this as a matle1· of the last moment, since 
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nntler Gori their future usefulness among tl1ei1· countrymen must in a 
,-rreat deicree 1l1>pend upon their correct knowlt•dge of thei1· vernacular 
tonirue. Short English essays were read on Female Education and on the 
History of Josl'pl1. The former was a very creditable performance, 
shewin~· ut once power of thoug-ht 1111d frt>e1lom of expression. At 
the conclusion of the examination prizes wel'e distJ"ibuted by l\lr. 
Hoaz, co11sisti111(' of n1l11ahle hooks 11nd medals. In classes consisting 
of so lar~e 1111111hers, and where all wern ~o well 11cquai11terl with the sub­
jects of st111ly. the prizes must hal'e been hal'llly earned, anti are therefore 
the more honourahle to the successful competitors ; while from what we 
s1L1v of the talents all(! acquirements displared by some of the prize-hold­
ers we should say of those who were foiled, that it was no dishono111· to 
them to he m·e1·come by such antagonists. \\' e suhjoin the p1·ogrnmme of 
the examination:-

1.-121h Cluss, Instructor, No. I. 2.-llth Class, Instructor, No. II. 3.-IOtb 
Class, Introduction. r-o. 1 [. 4.-5th Class, Histo1·y of Bengal. .~.-2nd Class, 
Hi,tory of Home, l\lechanic•, Geogrnphy. 6.-;th Class, fotrnductio,1, N,,. 111. 
Grnmmar. 7.-lst Class, Astronomy, E\'idences of Chri•tianity, Natural Philoso­
Jlhy, Geometry nnil A([,ebra, Simple Equations. 8.-31·d Class, llistory of Gre•c•, 
G•ol?raph,, Grnn1mar. 9.-E,s:iy on Advanta~es of Female Education. J0.-lst and 
'.Ind Classes, ~criptnres. the Go•pel, anti Acts. JJ.-4th Class, History of B,ngal, 
Grammar, Geography. 12-Essay on the Character of Joseph. I 3.-6th Class, Histo,·y 
of llengal, Geography, Grammar. 14.-lnl Class, Bcng3ili .Scriptures, Genesis. 
15.-9th Class, lntroiluctiou, Xo, Ill. 16,-Sth Class, lulro,luction, No. III. 
Gra1nmnr. 

S.-LADIEs' Soc1ETY's ScnooLs. 
The Annual Examination of the Ladies' Society's Schools fo1· Native 

Female E,lucatiou took place yesterday at the Centml School, Cornwallis 
Squai·e. Besi,les the girls attached to the Central School, now placed 
under the superintendence of ;\liss Missing, the children atte11dinl,!' thQ 
!\lirzapore School under ;\J.-s. Sanclys, the Howrah School under Mrs. 
Hampton, and the Circular Road School under a native namerl Pitamber, 
were also ass~mhled. The number in all would he about five hu111h-ed. 
Amongst the \'isitors present, we noticed the Rev. i\lessrs Sandys, Jones, 
Ewart, i\lactlonal<I, Smith, Wenger, K. M. Banerjie, and l\ltsclames Eller. 
ton, \Vyhrow, Jones, V<Js, Pearce, &c. &c. The Rev. Mr. Sandys examined 
the classes in the Uospels anti Acts. The mannel' in which they acquit­
ted themselves was highly satisfactory, anrl reflected much c1·edit on those 
who have the chal'~e of their education. Considering the many difficul­
ties "hicl1 Institutions of this nature have to contend with, the result of 
the examination was, on the whole, encouraging to those who seek to 
emancipate the native females from their present aliject state. In the 
utter prostration of the mind now visible throughout Hindustan, the 
improl'em .. nt of the females should he as strenuously sought after and 
promoted as that of the male population. ,v e ho11e the henign influence 
which education sheds on men, will induce the reformed Hindus to niake 
tl1t>ir rla11ghtel's nnd wives the recipients of, and the participntors in, their 
e11lightenerl views and sentiments. This is a sine qua non, without which 
the cirilization of the whole body of native population cannot be complete, 
-C11/cutt11 Courier. 

6. -Cou.EaEs ANn ScHOOLS. 
During tl,e past month not only hnve the mo1·e direct Missionary 

schools hel,1 their a1111ive1·sary examinations, but also the other Christian 
;rnd llindu t•sti,hlishments, the Parental Academy, High school, St. 
Xal' ier's (Jesuits) college, arul A rmeni:i n Philanthropic Institution have all 
harl their annual examiuations, and have passed through the ordeal with 
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the usual lwnors. The prn111i11Pncy ii;iven to the ve1·naculars and religion 
in some of the examinations was highly encouraging. The general state 
of e1lt11·ation i.u 11early all is much the same as in previous years. The 
m111ual examination of the pupils of the Hiudu colleg·e has also been con­
ducted throughout the mouth, both in the European lauguages and 
sciences as well as in Oriental lure; the Sauskrit classes have been put 
thl'ough a searching examination. The new Pat.,·hala. connected with the 
college, in which the juniol' classes al'e to be taught the vernacular in its 
purest form, has been publicly opened. Many of the friends of education 
nttended on the occasion, and addressed the people hoth in Hen!fali and 
English. We understand that it was opened not in the name of Kali or 
Itam 01· any of the Hindu deities, but in the name of the one God. We 
m·e happy to heal', that Jehornh was recognised at the opening of the 
school, though He was not at the laying of the foundation stone. We have 
been gi"en to understand, that more than one mol'lling school has been 
opene,l fol' the children of indigent nati 1·es ; these schools are conductt>d by 
educated native youth, who attend them eal'ly in the morning pl'Cviously 
to office-hou1·s nnd at theil' own expense. This is a good omen, one of the 
best that has occurred for some time. \l'hen the natives so begin to feel 
the force of education themselves ns to teach others, a hetter day is el'i­
dently rising on them. Several indivhluals in the Mofussil ha1·e also 
estahlishe1l schools in their l'illages for supplying· a Jiheral education ; in 
some instances, these schools have been taken u1 ► by the Government 
.Hoard. The Board, we hea1·, intend to establish central schoolsor colleges 
in eve1·y distl'ict under which the supe1·intendence and visitation of all 
local schools shall be plared. Oh that the Lord the Spirit may dPscend 
into the midst of all these efforts and movements, 1md seal the instl'Uction 
home to the heart, so that it may end in true conversion to Christ. The 
examination of the II U!.!hly colleg·e has also been held during the month; 
the iu~titution coutinues much as in former years. 

7.-Cnn-,F.sE CoNVERTs, BANKOK, 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

Sias, 
It may he interesting to some of your readers to leal'n, that the gospel 

is ht>ginning to produce its ,tppropriate effects, though to a very Jimitetl 
exterrt, upon the heathen in this place. Last Sabbath we enjoyed the 
privilege of administering the rite of baptism to one Chinese convert, 
and of extending the hand of Christian fellowship to two others who had 
received the ordinance two weeks befo1·e. Then l\Ir. Jones welcome<\ 
1\1 r. and 1\1 rs. Slafter, l'ece;1tly from America, to a pal'ticipation in the 
duties and pril"ileges of the Chul'ch, when we all, in company with the 
native brethren, s11noundcd the table of om· Lol'<l to commemorate his 
dying love. The services at the water were witnessed by an assembly of 
l:hinese and Siamese in connexion with our English and American friends, 
while the communion season is to he 1111mhered with those which consti­
tute an antepast of heavenly joy. This little Chinese Church is now 
composed of nine membe1·s, eig·ht of whom were with ns on the occasion 
alluded to, and one has recently returned to his nati,·e town in China 
with the prospect of being useful to his countl'ymen. Three of these 
were haptised in 1835, three in 1K38, and three in 1839. Ou!' assemblies 
for reliµ;ious worship, amidst a numerous population, a1·e small, but such 
as to afford us some encoural{emeot. The Roman Catholics are making 
some conve1·ts to their faith from the Chinese here, aml have just erected 
a new temple. 

Yours, &c. 
Bankok, Siam, Octoher 7th, 1839. 
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THE MEETlNGS. 
'fhe season for holtlin;r the an11il'Cl'saries of the different religious 1md 

bene,,ule11t Societies, a11d the examinations of the colleg·es and schools in 
Calcutta has now come to a close; anti in accordance with our promise 
last montl,, we shall proceed to lay bl!fore 0111· 1·eaclers as perfect 11n 
outline of the whole as our ~pace and mea11s will permit. \Ve have al'ailed 
0\11·selves of the reports of the meetings aml examinations as they have 
appeared in the pag·es of our contemptn·aries, especially the Christian Ad.. 
tiocute and Courier; by carefully picking out the must accurate report of 
speeches, as given in boJ1, we trust we have presented a tolernl,ly 
foithful 11ccount of the whole. 

1.-SEAMEN's FRrnNn Soc1ETV. 

The 13th Anniver~ary of the Seamen's Frieml Society was heltl on 
boal'II the Hethel on the eveuinl,:" of Dec. 17. We were agreeably 
surprisetl to find, on entering the little ark, that it was almost full, and 
still mor<> pleased to find the bulk of the co11g1·egation composed of seamen. 
J t was imleed a gratifying sight to see men noted for their disreg-ard of 
el'ery tloing serious assembled to witness the A11niversa1·y of a Society 
which has fo1· its ohject the promotion of their spiritual interests. 

The meeting was opened by the ltev. i\lr. Boaz, who selected an appro­
priate hymn and offered a praye1· suited to the occasion. A. Grant, .Esq., 
011 heing calfo,J to the chai1·, informed the meeting that the Reverend 
Secretary would rea1l the ,report. Before doing· this, the Secretary 
informed the men that they might 1·est assured the reading wo11l1l uot 
occ111lY much time. The re1>ort, he s11id, was only about the size of a 
Jetter which they were accustomed to send home. 

The 1·eport contained 110 instance of couve1·sio11 which had come under 
the observation of the Committee ;-it stated that the funds were low, 
that the past year was literally a yea1· of faith with the Committee, as 
they very often did not know how they were to defray the curnrnt ex­
perwes of the month. The report gave a brief outline of the lahors of 
the Society. A numbe1· of Bibles and Testaments, ancl no less than 6000 
tracts had been distributed; and though, as before stated, no immediate 
results had followed, theii· efforts were, the Committee trnsted, as "bread 
cast 1111011 the waters to be found after many days," The Society was 
stated to be 400 or SOO rupees in debt. 

The llev. G. Gogedy moved the first Resolution :-
1. That the report now read be printed nod circulatetl by the Committee. 

The Rev. Gentleman deli\·ered a very appropriate address to the 
seamen. He noticed a peculiar trnit in the charncte1· of seamen, well ex­
pressed in the homely adage that " a sailor works like a horse, but spends 
l1is money like an ass," lle mentioned a ci1·cumstance which had lately 
occurred in England in illustration of this. A seaman was hrought be­
fore the Lord Mayor fo1· creating a disturbance, he had been throwing 
handfuls of his hard-earned money amongst the moh. 011 the Lord 
Mayor's 1·ep1·oving him, he declared he was very unfo1·tunate, fo1· he had 
more money than he could spend, and begged to he sent to sea as soon 
;,s possible. The speaker simply but forcibly endearnured to pro,·e to 
the seamen that it was nothing hut lo1·e to the common Saviour of all 
men, and to them in particular, which induced the Committee to interest 
themselves in behalf of seamen. He touched on the i11jury which British 
seamen, the professed followers of Christ, have inflicted on religion and 
momls in foreign countrie3, particularly in the South Sea Islands, by 
their lax aml unpl'incipled behaviou1·, and urged on them the necessity of 
making themselves dreaded by none hut those who were the enemies of 
their country. The Rev, Gentleman concluding by exhorting the sailors 
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to behave well in this heathen land. He pointed out to them how inter­
esti111,1· it was to see a Bethel floating on that rive1· which was the object 
of .ulorntion with the uatil'eg, and reco111mende1l them to be as punctual 
in their atten,lance at the Bethel as they must have seen the natives 
were in 1·esorti11g to the 1·i ,·er side for devotional purposes. 

The Resolution h:a\'ing been seconded by J. W. Alexander, Esq., was 
canied unanimously. 

The Rev. i\lr. \\"enger rose to pro1lose the 2nd Resolution:-
IJ. Th11t tl,i• meetin:r desires lo offer thanks to the Lord Jesus CIHist for his 

continued )!OoJness iu carrying on and extenlliug tllr work of grace amongst seamen 
in this and e\'ery land;an<l would also unite in supplication to the Father of Mercies, 
tliat he woul,l pou,· out the blcssiug of the Holy Spirit upon all the efforts of his 
people that they ,nay not be in vain in the Lord, 

The Hev. ·Gentleman spoke of the peculiar opportunities which sailors 
possessed of doinA" !{Ood to mankind. and of ohserviug the works of P1·0-
,·idl:'nce. 1-1 e called tht'ir atteution to what is majestic in the ,·ast deep, 
and ro all that is beautiful in the starry firmament. He exhorted them 
to be mindful of God in storms and in ·calms, and not to forget to glorify 
Him when lookiug upon the worlds th,1t twinklecl above them. He said 
he had neve1· visited the South Sea Islands, but he had visited Greece 
and Turkey; and felt sorry to say that the imprrssions )ll'Oduced by the 
conduct of Seamen visiting those couutries was very uufavorahle. He 
was often tolil to go to England, am) make better men of British Sailo1·s, 
before preachiug to other people the excellency of the Christian religion. 
'J'he Re\'. Gentleman was happy to ohsen·e that efforts were being made 
fo1· the reformation of British Seamen, and he prnyed that under God's 
blessing they may prove successful. lI e ad verted to a p1·ophecy ofscripture 
which decla1·es; they shall be ns do,·es /lying to their windows. The 
Rev. Ge11tle1111111 hop1•!l the dar was at hand, when Sailo1·s who a1·e scat. 
tered o,·cr the face of the whole earth shall CaJTy with them the message 
of salrntion, :1111I he li\i11g epistles of the religion which they profess, 
k11ow11 and 1·ead of all men. 

The llesolutio11 was seconded by J. i\I. Vos, Esq. and adopted 
unanimously. 

The Rev. Mr. Lacroix rose to propose the 3rd Ilesolution :-
JI I. That this mecti11g appoint in the name of the Loni the foilowiog indidduals 

to be the Oflicus a11cl l '0111111illcc ot tuc Suciety Co,· the ensuing year,-wit11 power 
to a,ld to thei1· number- : 

'l'reasurr•r, A tirant, E,q.-Secretarirw-Co1-respowli11g,-llev. 'f. Boaz, 
;l/ i11ute,-'.\I r. 11 enry Andrews. Seamen's Jli11i.,tero·,-The l\I is~ionaries 
of different de110111i11atio11s. Visiting Ayent,-l\h. Chill. Com11,itfre,-J. F. 
Hawkins, E~,1, J. \\'. Alexauder, Esq., H. \\'oolla,ton, l<~sq., J. i\IulJer, 
.E~,l, D. Clark, E,,,., J. :'11. Vos, Esc1., G. C. Oweu, Esq. 

The Rev. Geutlemnn uegan hy making what to us appeared a ve1·y pro­
per rt•111ark, that unless the meml,ers were regular in their atteuclauce on 
all thl:' meetings of the Committee. the Society would in aU probability 
lari~uish. Laxity on the part of tlte :\Iembers he compare,! to indolent 
sailor,; rowing ag·ai11st the tide; if any or all ceasecl to pull, the boat 
would 11aturally take a Lackwanl course. He said he made this remaak 
from long experience in the affairs of other Societies. The Rev. Gentle. 
mart ol,served, that reli~ion wheu possessed 1,y Sailors 01· Soldiers made 
them Lr,1ver, and therefore the lllore u,;eful men ;-he said he knew little 
about sailors, hut be hacl opportunities of learning· the truth of his remark 
arnong,t soldiers. 11 e instanced tl,e me11 of two particular regiments 
that hail fought, one i11 the siege of l:lhurtpore a11d the othe1· in the Bur­
lllese war. on the testimony of Sir Archibald Campbell, who said of the 
pious ~oldiers, •· Gi1·c me men all like the:se, and J care fo1· no one;" men 
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without 1·elig-ion he saill may be brave, but their hravery is inrluced by 
either temporary excitement or the wish to gain tl10 approbation of their 
ti>llow-mt'n. Heligion on the other hand nen·es r11an to ,lo his duty from 
n regard to d11t,1J, anti tire conscious ohserl'ation of M im who has enjoinecl 
tspon Iris foli011crs the faithful disch,11·ge of th,•ir duties. s\ soldier 01· 
sailor JH>,sl's,e,1 of rl'iigion is hnppv in lhc co11<,ciousnrss that he is in the 
ket'pinK of Uo1l ; and de:ith t,, him is hcr,•ft of it, lel'l'ors. hecausc come 
when death may, it will !,ring· iiim to the po,~P,,ion of immortal g·lo1·y. 
Tire Rei·. Spcal<,•1· said, that st>amen ha,·e a parli.:ula1· claim to our sym­
patlry, being rem111·ed from their homes in chiltlhoo,l, an,1 exposetl not 
only to the d:11r;!"ers of the sen, lmt what is infinitelv more dang1•1·ous-had 
company. lie congTatulated British seamen on the renown of thei1· prow­
ess, and he hopt>tl the clay was not far distant when they woul,1 he as 
illustrious for piety a,; they are fol' valo1·, and then we need care for no 
enemy, no not even for Unssians. 

The Resolution was seconded hy tire Ilev. W. :\Iorton. lie said that 
duriug the eve11i11g he h,l(I been pursuing nearly tire same trnin of 
nffeetions as the last speaker. H t1 was reminded of the text., " A 
righteous man is merciful to his beast ; " and Ire said, if Providence 
has e11joined our kind treatment of tire beasts that pel'islr, with how 
much loude1· l'oice does it call on us to pity immortal men. Dul"ing the 
course of his past life the Rev. Gentleman had nwde 2~ voyages, (he had 
been shipwrecked too,) and had tlrel'efore had ample opportuuities of he­
co111ing· acquainted with the characlel' of the seamen. They were wild 
and thoughtless in the extreme, he lrarl seen men wa,lred off the deck into 
the wide waste of waters with horrid oaths on their lips; fre1l'1e11tly in a 
state of brutal intoxication. The Hel'. (ieutleman exhorted tire sailors 
present to d1·ead au oath, and to avoid drunkenness and immorality. He 
pictured to them tire bar of a lrolr ::uul just God, before which they must 
1111s1\·p1• for theil' deeds like nil other men. The speaker ad ve1·ted to what 
hail fallen from the othel' Gentleman in l'rg·ard to British valo1·; but he 
sai,I, Great Britain, and especially Bl'itish people he1·e, we1·e no less 
indebted to sailors for the comforts and luxuries of life, and fol' all that is 
cheeriug· in intelligence and epistolary communicatiorrs. He said that 
hoth from gmtit,1de a111l duty we shoul<l use every exertion fo1· the welfare 
of sailors. 

The llesolution being put wns carried nem. con. 
The Hev. ]\fr. Boaz now rose an,\ stated, that it hail often heen said 

that no meeting could be callell a sailor's meeting unless the1·e was some­
thing 1\isol'derlv in it; he hacl no wish to be disorderh', hut he would move 
a. little out of.the usual course in making a few remarks without any 
thing like a Besolutiou, whirh the other Gentlenrna had shown them. 
llad11g hacl mallJ' opportunitie, of being- acquainted with the carelessness 
and thoughtlessness of se:tmen, he woultl nwntion a circumstance which Ire 
had hPard in illu,tration of the adag·e l'efened to by arrother ~peaker, that 
"a sailor works like a horse, an,\ spends his money lil1e an ass." ,\ sailor, 
after making a cruise of 7 years, 1·etur11e,\ home with a good sum of 
money. lie determined to hal'e" a S[ll'l'e." lladng ohtainetl liberty to 
go ashore, it foll to his lot to remain in charge of the boat whilst the 
other hantls went away. Seate,I in the stern sheets of the boat ancl vexed 
at uot being able to join his shipmates, he hegan, having- nothing hette1· 
to do, to throw away his guineas one by one at the women a ntl buys on 
the shore. This very man after some time, by the blessing· of God, be­
came a converted person, and Ire determirw,I to devote the renmintle1· of 
his life to the dil'ect service of Go,\ as a minister: and he often rt'gTettell 
that he should have been so profligate in the expeutli turtJ of his cash ; for 
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J1e 11se1l to ohsl!rve, I could have suppo1·ted myself as a ministt>r, or b,.,,e 
supported a11othe1·. hat! J but known the value of these thing,1 before. :\Jr. 
B. exlwrted the men to lay up a shot in the locket· for a rn,ny d:,y. lie 
relatecl a story of a Scotchman who had heen many a year in this country, 
but who, on mPeting ll'ith a missionary, hecame a true disciple, and 
returned to Engl:11111 with a \'ie,v to the ministry. He went incog to 
see his mother, whum he found almost bent down with age, but engaged 
as a poor washerwoman. lie sat down by her side, an,1 thus addressed 
he,·, " Olcl 1voman, hacl you not a son ?" " Yes," said she, wiping off a 
tear with her aged haml; "yes, I had, hut he is de:11I long ago." " But 
what if he were alive ?" said he. " That cannot be, fo·r the minister 
said he w11s dead." " But what would you say if he were not rlead ?" 
" It can't he," saicl the mothe1· with some hesitation. The man on thi9 
shewi-cl her a particula1· ma.-lc on bis breast; seeing which the poor olcl 
woman fell on his neck and wept. "And are you my own son?" she 
said; "and what al"I! you now, man, a sailor still?"" No," lie answered, 
" I am a ministe1•." " A minister !" saicl she with surprise; "you a 
minister ! ! Will you go UJ) the pulpit-st,,irs lil<e another minister ? 
'Will you hang you1· hat on the pulpit peg like another minister? Will 
you react out the text like another ministe1· ?" Yes, was the reply to 
these general queries. She was ovenvhelmecl with delight; nor was 
she the only rejoicing one for this conversion,--the ang·el s of God re­
joiced ove1· him, ancl will rejoice over every returning penitent. 

The Re,·. Gentleman related the auecdote in a style so peculiar to 
himself, and in a manner which to judge from the approbation with 
which it was received hy the sailors present was so well adapted to com­
mencl itself to the class he was addressing, that it would he useless fo1· 
us to attempt to copy his expressions. He did not howe1•er content him­
self 1Vith amusing ; he stated that he knew they were peculial"iy suscep­
tible of any thing told them in reference to tlu•ir families and friends. 
Often, he said, he had stopped a sailor " halt:.,eas-orer" in the streets 
of this city, and asked him how he would like to he seen in that state 
by a father, a mother, a relative or a minister? This question had 
almost always elicited a serious rnply. 

Most of you, said the llev. Grntleman, (addressing himself to the 
sailm·s pre,eut,) hal'e k11ow11 some good old man of a ministe1· who has 
p1·ayed for you. i\lost of you have Bihles too, how ofteu have you read 
them ? L,·t me entreat you often to read and pray over them. I hea1·rl, 
said the Rev. Gentleman, of a boy, a sailo1· Loy, who had receive1l a 
Bible from his mother, which in order to forget he stowed away at the 
very bottom of his chest. lie fell ill. Dul'ing his illness, lrndng none 
near to console or nurse hi:n, he thought of his mother's llible; the 
moment he could c1·,ml he went to his chest, brought out his long­
neglected Bible, aud 1"ead it so long and attentively that, as he often saitl, 
he knew much of it by bea1·t. You may be sure he never lamented this. 
Imitate his example, and you ,viii uncloubteclly expe!"ience a like benefit. 
The Rev. Gentleman next said that, as was rema1·ked by the previous 
speakers, sailol"s were very wild and thoughtless, and pa1·ticularly so 
with refe1·ence to 1·eligion. In a stonu, one of the bravest sailors on 
board was ordered to go on the lee-yard arm to take in a sail ; while 
doing this, the gale wrapped him up in the sail as in a winding sheet ; 1111 
was then rolled out by the loosing of the sheet, but fo!"tunately, his foot 
caught the foot ropes, and there he hung until through mercy he recover­
ed himself. In a little time, he was safe 011 deck. " \Veil, my man," 
said )Jr. BoHz to him, "you had a narrow escape?" " Good enough," 
answered the man. " You should go down on you1· knees and thank 
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Go,1." "I can do that another time," Anothel' time never came: he 
was dl'owned in a calm a few days afte1·. The ~peake1· after making sundry 
appropriate comments on this event said, that the gentlemen who had 
addressed the meeting that evening chanced to he nati\·es of ditft'rtint 
countries-Switzedantl, Scotland, hela111l an1l England. The one was a 
judge, the other a lawyer, anothel' a minister ; this union of nations and 
pl'Ofessions was indicative of the gene1·al state of ft-eling in l't>ference to 
sailors. Every person loved sailors. It must lie plain to the sailorij, he 
remarked, that all the pieces of Jl'lJlel' which were handed about called 
resolutions, and all the speeches which had lweu m,ulP, wt're all done with 
the single ohject of doing them good. But, he adrlerl, they had some. 
thing to do. \Vhen they got aboard th~ir several ships, th~y should 
think o\'er these things, they should p1·ay over them-they should speak 
of them to their messmates. Mr. Boaz did not doubt hut that many of 
their messmate;; had also attended meetings, for there were many other 
kind8 of meetings held on that evening·, some at Bow Bazar and others 
el,ewhne. The Rev. Speaker advised them, wlum they would hear their 
friends speak about \1hat they hi1tl seen and heard, to let them know 
what had been said and done on board the Bethel, The Rev. Gentleman 
concluded with saying. that as all seemed to be in such a state of harmony 
and good fopli11~, the meeting would clo~e, as it hatl hegun, with a hymo, 

A <'oliection was then made. i\Jany a tar expre~sed his sorrow at not 
having heeu apprise1l before, that the1·e would he a collection; some 
promised to hring their mite next Sabbath, while others cheerfully gave 
their offering at the time. 

2.-NF.w YF-An's UAv-U'NION CHAPF.L. 
A verv solemn sel'\'ice of united Christiaus of different denominations 

was held at the Union Chapel on the morning of New Year's day. The 
atti>11dance was full, and nearly the whole hotly of missiona1·ies wa,; pre­
sent. The services commenced hy reading the 95.!nd Psalm and prnye1· 
by the Rev. T. Boaz, aftel' which the llev. Mr. l\Jorton delivered an ad­
dress. 'J his address, like all the discourses of the Rev. gentleman, was 
1listinguishetl fo1· soundness, comprehensiveness and completeness, He 
took for his text the following passage: '· The end of all thing·s is at 
h1111<l, he ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer." The preache1· drew· 
attention to the solemnity of the season, and pathetically dwelt on the 
expression, "the encl of all things is at hand." He then entere1l upon 
the exhortation, and impressively inculcated on his hearers the duties of 
sobriety, watchfulness and prayer. The Ilev. Mr. Ellis next read a po1·­
tion of scripture, and offered a simple and earnest prayer, 

The Rev. l\Jr. Macdonald then preached from the words," Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground." In explaining to whom the sentence was 
applicable, Mr. M. gave certain tests by which our state before God 
might be ascertained, The tests pl'Opose1l were, I. A lively and influen­
tial sense of our accountability to God in all the h'ansactions and inter. 
course of life. 2. A complete sunender in all matters of our own will to 
that of God. 3. A preference of God as our Father to all his gifts how. 
e,·er dear 01· valuable in themselves. 4. A desire to observe and realize 
in our_ attendance on the means of grace the end designed by them of God 
the Giver of all 1trace. S. An enti1·e and heartfelt refe1·ence to the Jove 
and glory of <.:hrist in all om· concerns w hethe1· secula1· or religious. '1 he 
discourse was marke1l by acute thought and stern fidelity, and i-eplete 
with sound instruction, 

The concluding sermon was delivered by Mr. Sutton, of the Orissa 
Mission. He selected, as best adapted tu the occasion, the text, '' God 
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be merciful unto us and bless us, and cause his face to shine npnn us, that 
his way may be lrnown upon earth, his sal'in,g- health among all nations." 
l\Ir. Sutton showe(I the i11Li111ate connexiu11 which subsists between emi11ent 
perso11al piety am! the success of the Gospel, resulting in the prt>se11t and 
eternal welfare of men. He exhorted his hearers nut to be sati~fie,l ll'ith 
present attainments, a11d poi11ted out that the 011ly ll'ay to attain e111i11e11ce 
was by deep humiliation and constancy in prayer. The prel'ious spt>akers 
had h!· layinl(· dull'n searching- tests aucl exhorti11g· to duty, prepare(! their 
a11,lie11ce fo1· the remarks which fell from i\fr. Sutton. These remarks 
wt•a·e seasonable and appropriate to the ohject of the meetin).(, which was 
hu111ilialiu11 for past 1·e111is,rness a111l renewed consecration to (;ud. 

The st•nict•s ll't're interspersed with hymns, and lasted for three hours 
and a half. The co11cludi11g benediction W'l.S pronounced by l\fr. Sutton 
from ~1111,l,ers n. "The Lord hle,s thee, and kt>ep thee; the Lord make 
his face shine upon thel', and bP g-racious unto thee; the Lord lift up the 
li~ht of I.is ,·ounlcnanc,• 11µ011 tl,et•, and give thee peace." 

In tht> 1•1·e11i11g·, a st'1'l'ice in tl,e Heng·ali lau:auaj!e was held in the Cir­
cular lloa,I Chapel. l'ra_1·ers wcr,! offere,I hy two u:Ltive converts, and the 
;,ddre,s was (lt,livere,I 1,y the Jl,•v. :\h-. Pi/ford. There were present 
11l,u11t fifty natil'es, with many lllission:,ri,,;; anti others. The cumparnth·e 
thi1111t>ss of the 11ttc11da11ce was owing to notice of the Meeting lrnriug 
bt'ell hut partially made puhlic, and to the inconvenient hour fixed, the 
nalil'e (.'hri,,tiaus residing in the dllages and the more distant parts of 
tl1e city heing· tlu,rcl,y prevented from uniting· in the senice. 

On the whole it was a day lun,g- to he remP111hered. It was inte1·esting 
for thP ~eason, solemn foa· the services, autl hallowed by the associations 
counect('(I with hoth. l\lany who met last year met again; several who 
were uuce 1111kno1rn hy si~ht were now convened in one place; and some 
who were pr;>sent on the last occasion now eithe1· sleep in the du,t or are 
1·emored tu distant la111ls. 

3.-C,\LCUTTA Brnu; AssocIATlON, 
The 18th Anni,·ersary of this Association was held in the Town Hall 

on Tues<lay e\'e11it1JI the 7th of ,January. The Venerahle the Archdeacon 
lll'ini:· c .. Jletl upon lo presi,le, opene(l the proceediug·s by obserl'ing that 
}1c felt a peculiar plt>asure in occupying the chair on snch an occasion. 
J II his opinion au ,\ ~,u,·iatiou hal'in;.r for its object the distl'ihution of the 
Bilile ,ms deseniug- of lllore supp.,rt than any other institution: he did 
not iute1ul hy this to ,!raw ,li,paraginl{ comparisons between this and the 
1,tl.er n11111er111as lw11e\'ole11t iuslitutions in the city; he knew that all 
tl,ose II l,o lo," God out of a 'pure heart must lo,·e their ueighbours as 
tl,t>msehes ; but, inasmuch Hs this Society had the good of man's immor­
t:il part i11 ,·ie11·, it slwuld rank high in our e~timatiun. The Association 
1:lain,.,,l our re!(al'll, hoth for the simplicity of the means employed, and 
the s11hli111it!' of the ohject at wl1id1 it aimed. He 1·emad<e(I that no 
!-11ciet\' l'l11ild prosper without (~otl's blessing, and he hoped that hi~ 
au,litors ha,l come to the rneetiug in the spirit of prayer, 111111 that they 
would 111 .. ke the prosperity of this Association a matter of closet prayer. 

'I J11~ !lei'. ,\I r. !:-,;,11,lys heing· called upon, read the most inte1·esting 
J"•rtio11s of the Heport: ii gave an account of the number of Bil,Jes which 
J,:111 bc•e11 distril,ul(•ol ,luri111{ the year, and enterecl at length into the 
1l,-1.,ils of tht< Society's oprrntious. A,; we hope to notice this Report ere 
1011,:, w1• shall 11111 tl11ell upuu its contents at present. 

'I Ji,. tia·,l n· 11i11tio11, 
,, 'l 1,.11 111e h., p111t now l'rad be puhlished nnd circulated for general iuformation,'' 

was 1,rnpose,l hy the Hev. T. Boaz, who remarked, that from the Report 
just 1catl it was evident the Society had not only carl'ied on its usual 
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operntions ,luring the past 1·1mr, t,ut that it l.1111 materially increased ih 
exertious: this was cause fo1· tlia11kful11ess; the fact that many of the 
thousands of dying idolaters ha,I hcen furnished with the word of life 
should encourage us to thank G11d anti take a fresh stand at the com­
me1we111ent of this \'ear, with a determiuation to sp1·ead furthe1· and 
witl,•1· the Gospel .;r God. lie compared the moral and religious state 
of this country to the entangled thick jung·le which we see on e,·ery hand; 
we fan ne,·er expect to see this jungle removed, if we do not unite 
,•igorous effort l\'itb earnest 111·ayer. The s11eake1·advertcd to the Catho­
lic nature of the grants of Scriptures indicative, as they were, of the 
Catholicity of the principle of the Society. \\'e are debtors to all, to 
Gr .. ek anti Jen, to bond and free, and to all had this obligation been 
discharged during· the past yeai·. Thus should we combine prayer, pmise, 
aud a Catholic spi1·it, and go forth in this temper to the work of God. 

C. \\". Smi1h, E,q. rose to second the Resolution. He said he was 
sure all woultl be glad that the iutel'esting Repol't just read should he 
priuted anti widely circulated. He said, it was a matter of great grief 
th>1t the cause of God in this laud should have so few advocates, while 
n11111be1·s Cl'Owded to scenes of gaiety and dissipation ;-he contrasted the 
present company with the prob11bly greater number who assembled fo1· 
the puTpose of amusemt'nt in that very hall the evening· before (the 
reunion) ;-he feared that not one of those who were there on the pre­
,·ious el'ening were there then ;-he said he l,>l'ed to take an iuterest in 
matters of this kind, he therefo1·e bad much pleasure iu seconding the 
Resolution. 

The llev. Mr. \Venger rose to propose the second Rest•lution, 
u Tlu,t thiq meetin~ feel!-: pnrticul:i.rly called upon by the incl'easing attention 

pnitl to the ed 11caliou of the rising generntiou, to endeavour to commuuicate to the 
vnrions cl;1Si;.(•s of thtir fellow.men, the volume of divine in:-;piratioo, in order that 
they m11y thacl:,y l:,e presen·ed fro111 ir,fi<lelity ao,l error, aud lie led to au acquaint­
ance with the Gospel of our Lord Rnd Saviour Jesus Christ." 

He said that though he belonged to a denomination of Ch,·istians 
unconnectt'd with this Associatiou, he still hatl much pleasure in having 
an opportunity of pleatling· the Bible cau,e. He 1·em,11'ked, it was stated 
i11 the Resolution that unless education included a knol\'le,lge of the 
.Bihlc it was an e\'il-it was a su1·e 111e11ns of spreading infidelity. He 
said this was the case in France and Italy, countries in which unchris­
tianized learning l\'ilS much cultivated, Cln·istiauity only hei11g know11 in 
a currupled form amoug·st the 1-lomish dergy. Jn Frauce, throu~h the 
dissemination of Bihle trnth, this thick darkness bad gradually been 
hreaking. He said it had been his pl'ivilege to be fo,· many years 
stationed in a C{luntry which bore a strong moral resemblance to this-he 
alluded to Greece. He there became acquainted with young men who, 
possessing all the natural talent of their countrymen in early days, had 
obtaine,l through British agency a great proficiency in literatu,·e and 
science; they felt desirous of being acquainted with our 1·eligious opini. 
on~. As C.ireel< Bibles were not within their ,·each, they took up the 
works of Voltaire and Housseau, whom they considered as the representa­
tives of the 1·eligious opiuion of .Europe: thus were they fur want of 
Bihles tlriYen to the extreme of infidelity. By the diffusion of Gospel 
trnth this had been in some measurt> removed. He remarked that the 
educatt>d f-1 inrlus, seein,!I.' the g1·oss nature of thei,· religion, reject it, and 
naturally desire some other. If we pull down, said the Hev. gentleman, 
the house in which they ha,·e long found shelter, we should in j11stice 
give them anothe,· .ind a better: if not, we are guilty of the grossest 
cruelty. The Rev. gentleman matle a number of inte1·esting remarks 
which space p1·events our noticing. 

VOL, I, Q 



110 Missionary and Religious Intelligence. [FEB. 

Rev. Mr. Morton in srcon1ling the Resolution remarke1l-that it wa11 
asserted by ~ome that it is superfluous tu make any t>fforts for the con. 
yersiuu of soul~. it heinir ~olel)' a work of the 1-loly Spirit; this he said 
l\'IIS wron~. God m1 1loubt conlrl work without hunrnn al('PIIC)', hut he 
has directPd us to rxert om·selrrs, i11 all prohahililJ' to ket>p alive our 
interest in the matter. He the11 a,lvertP,I to an interesti111! uatil·e school 
he had lately Yi~itcd, supported and i,ondnctt'd hy three native youths, 
without :111y hope of remuneration, iu which 170 la,ls are 1·eceiving a 
pretty good education. This school was openecl from 6 till 9 in the 
evening. 

IIe :uhertt>d to the Pl'ror into which tl1e mr,n:igers of the Government 
schools ha,! fallen, hy excluding Religious studies ; he sairl the natural 
ohli,l'Lity of the human heart woul,1 render the most complete education 
a great Hil, it would lead to iufi,leli!y. lteli1rion alorw could correct 
this. Heligion, he said, mil!'bt he calle<l the safety rnlve to the mighty 
steam-powe1· of intellect. He said that there 11·:is a 1n·eat demand for 
Bibles amo11g the Hindus. This is to us a ""ice from God, c:illing us to 
supply this demand. The Rev. Speaker, as well as Mr. Wenger, entered 
at length into the suhject of education, aud we regret we are unal,le to 
present their addresses more at length. 

The Rev. l\lr. Innes propose1l the tbirtl R~solution, 
"That this meeting, feeling tbnt nll its en,\eavours "ithout the divine blessing 

are unavailing, earnestly prays that the enlightening ioHueuces of the Holy Spirit 
may be so vuuchsafed, that those Scriptures which ,ue di,tribute<l hy it may prove 
instrnmrntal in <lis,eminating abroad a knowle<lge of the way of salvation, tbrougb 
faith io our Lnrd au<l S11viou1· Jesus Cbl'ist." 

He compared the society to a ship-the audience to its crew ;-he said 
as a good ship is often l,ecalmed at sea for want of the breath of heaven, 
so this Society would 11ever progress without God's blessing; the comparison 
failed, he remarkerl, in one particular,-the crew of a ship had no influence 
o,·er the wind, while Cl1ristians have a promise that the Holy Spirit will 
be 11:iven to those who ask his influences. He ~aid that, if we only attend. 
ed th,•se Meetings and gave ou1· suhscl'iptions, we had done 11othing. \Ve 
know nothiug can he done without God's blessing, and still we do not 
1iray for it. He exhorted the a111lience to pray over the RiI,les wl1ich 
were diijtriI,utcd; for, said he, "the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life." 

Rev. Mr. Ewart, in seconding the Resolution, said, that he felt himself 
under great obligations to the Society fur tl1e ,lonations of Bil,les he and 
l1is fellow-lahorers had l'eceivetl. I-le rema1·ked, that late expel'ience has 
pl'ond the fallacy of the saying, "Hinduism is unchangeable." The 
Re,·. gentleman made a number of 1·e1·y instructive and appropriate 
remarks on the present state of education. The Rev. chairnrnn said he 
would not pass this llesolution iu the usual war, hut retp1ested that all 
would olfel' up a secret prayer to God fol' his blessi1111:: a pause ensued, 
during which all appeared to be engaged in devotio11. It was a ,·ery 
solemn moment. 

The Rev. Mr. Sutton then pl'oposed the fourth Resolution, 
"That the following Gentlemen I,e the Committee and Office-bearers 

of the ensuing year: 
"Pl'esident. The Ven'ble Archdeacon Dealtl'y. 
"Committee. Rev. C. C. Aratoon, G. E. Henwood, Esq. A. D. Jones, 

Esq. Rev. 'J'. Boaz, C. Kel'I', Esq. W. Hyrn, .Esq. 0. Lin1le1111er, Esq. 
J. T. l>. Cameron, Esq. J. Richardson, Esq. 1\. G. Coles, Esq. l\l. l)'Ho. 
zal'io, E,q. C. N. Cook, Esq. \V. Halston, Esq. Tr,msurer, J. N. Vant Hart, 
Esq. Bible Secretai·y, Rev. T. Sandys. Cash Secret111·y, J. l\I. Vos, Esq. 
Minute Secretary, Rev. K. l\1, Banerjea." 
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"' e we1·e indeed highly intel'ested in the number and variety of the 
remarl<s which the speaker made in 111·oof of Lhe benefits the Bible can 
bestow, but space pre,·ents their inse1·tion :-we may find room fo1· them 
in a11other form. He closed by solemnly ndvising all to do what they 
had to do quickli•, for the time was short. 

The Hev. G. Picka11ce, seconcled this Resolution. 
\V. Byrn, Esq. pt'oposed the following Ilesolution, wh!ch was second. 

ed by the Rev. K. M. Ba11e1·jea, and adopted by the meeting, 
" Th Rt the tlurnks of the meeting be voted to the Cbairmnn for kindly presiding OD -

the prrsent occn.'iio a." 
The Rev. i\l r. Sand vs in conclusion a,\ vi,ed the people present to keep 

the things they Juul· heard in remembrance, and earnestly entreated 
them to follow the ail vice given. 

The meeting closed by singing the Doxology. 

,t..-CA1,cUTTA A uxILIAllY BAPTIST l\hssJONt.RY Soc1ETY, 

The 19th Annu:d .\leetin;.: of the Calcutta Auxiliary Baptist Mission. 
nry Society-was h.-ld on Thursday e1·e11ing the 9th instant, at the 
Circular Road Chapel: the chair was ta.ken by the Rev. ,v. Mol'ton. 
Aft~r a liy11111 hat! heen sung, and the blessing of God implored by the 
Rev. I-'. l'ucker, the chaimian opened the business of the evening by 
ohsenin:r, th;ot the lfork in which the Society is engaged is the work nf 
God, anti this hohls out the strongest reason as well as encouragement why 
it shall 11lti111at.-l)' succeed. It is also the work of fi1itl1; it tries the sin. 
ceritl' 11f its laliourt'rs. It is the work of lot:e; it tests their 1,enevolence. 
It is 'tht• wurk ofho1,e an,I p,,tiPnce, that tloer 111ay notde.<pr,ir of success and 
persr1·,•r1, in tl1t>ir lah,rnr. 001I has ,11i\'e11 to his 1,.,Jovl'tl Son the heathen 
for Iii,; iuheri tance, and tlw uttern,ust parts of the ~arth for his possession, 
1'hl' work cannut therefore he 1111s11cces,ful. \\Te 11111st continue to lahour 
-all our pl,y,ical 1•1H•rgy and mental str,rn~th shoul,l be employed in this 
work. But the m1111her of labourers, in the field of Missionary enterprise, 
is s111all; we should pray for an increase of laboul'e1·~, and 01111 has pled~·ed 
his wol'1I that he \\'ill hear our p1·ayers and prosper his o,vn c,tuse; insig. 
nificant labour shall not be unsuccessful; slow work shoul,l nut he des. 
J>ised. As the first streak of light in the heaven~ is the harhi11ge1· of the 
noun-day splendour, so the day of small things is an earn~st of the fu]_ 
ness of the hlessing-, of the Gospel of Christ. Already, ohserved the 
chairman, there is a moving of the waters ;-the numher of converts i11 
increasing-, anti though the prngress of the work is imperceptible tu sense, 
yet we 011~ht el'er to hear in minrl that the "ldngdom of Go,l cometh not 
with oh,erl'ation." Alu1w; with the preaching of the gospel, education 
is conYe)"ins;· the light of knowledge into the minds of the heathen youth. 
A thirst afte1· human knowle,lg-e will lea1I them to seek that ,rhich is 
didne; mul we are confident that the l:!:ast, whe1·e dawned the light of 
t:hristian trnth, will ultimately be filled with its 111id-day radiance. 

The chainuan then Cillled upon the acting seCl'etary, the Rei'. J. D. 
Ellis, to read the report of the operations of the Society fol' the past year. 
After the reading of the report the following resolutions were proposed 
nnd seconded. • 

1st Hesolution, prnposed by the Rev. l\fr. Sutton, and seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Bayne, 

"That the revort, extl'acts from which have oow been read, be adopted and circu• 
h1ted uuder the di rectiou of the Committee ; aod that we desire to return to the 
Father of mercies our humble aod fervPnt thanksgivings, for the success whicl1 be bas 
graote<l to hi• servauts both iu this aud iu kio<lred Societies during the past year." 

In proposing the above resolution l\fr. S. said, the operations of this 
Society have been happily extended far and wide among the heathen, and 

Q 2 
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as thty have he!'n so :mspicio11sly commence,! they should be carried 
forll'11rd :imong them. fie was glad to find that there was a goodly num­
ber of preacl1Prs connecterl with the Society, and that native youths wern 
training up for the ministry. God had greatly blessed the Society, 
ohse1•vpd i\Jr. S., in making it the honored instrnmPnt of translatin!!," the 
Holy Seript11res upon so Pxtensive a scale, so that his written word is now 
circulatt>cl from i\lount Himalaya to Cape Comorin. He (?lit-. S.) had 
often distrihuted portions of the Bihle and religious tracts, with feelings 
of despondency as to their results, but was glad to find that the perusal 
of them bv the hrathPn was rende1·ed effoctual to their· conversion. He 
mentioneil two facts in confirmation of his assertion. The spiritual sleep 
to which the heathen were ,•ieltlin!I their souls reminded him of the irre­
si.,tihle ten1lencl' to sleep which tra,·elle1·s feel who visit Mount St. He1·-
11ard, and which frPqnently terminates in the death of the sleepers. 
On this mount, continuecl the speaker, the1·e is a monastery, and the 
monks, to lead tra,·ellers to it for assistance in case of danger, ha,·e 
planted large woo,len crosses alonl!," the war. Some friends, while attempt­
ing to reach the summit of tl,is mo1111t, ·felt a great drowsiness r.oming 
over them. They endeavoured to shake it off, hut in 1•ain. But just as 
they hat! made up their minds to ,·ield to the influence of this overwht>lm­
ing torpor and lay themselves di,wn to sleep, the monks rushed forward 
with the exclamation, The cro.y,y ! the ci·oss ! and saved them from cer­
tain death. If the hPathen around us then, Mr. S. 1·ema.-lced, are about 
fallin:;:- into a spiritual sleep, the miuistPrs of the Gos11el oui.:ht to point 
them with all earnestness to the cross of Christ, and thus 1·escue them 
from inevitable ruin. 

).fr. Bayne, in seconding this resolution, said, 1ve ought to he grateful 
to God for what had bPen done for the advancement of Ids own cause by 
the means of this Society. ).Juch, i11dcrcl, had been effected, considering 
the system of superstition a11d ca~te which the Society had to oppose. 
The c0111lition of the heathen should produce emotions of compassion and 
pity in the hearts of Christians. II ow indignant would a pa1·ent feel if 
his child called another rmw his fathe1· ! But the heathen were precisely 
guilty of this si11, inasmuch as they called idols their Goel. They were 
caric11t111·ing the Supreme Being by making idol.v his represe11tati1•es. 
\\,hen we behold the city in which we reside given to idolatry. 0111· spirit, 
like that of Paul, should be stirred within us. The spiritual mala,ly of 
the heathen is alar111iug; their physicians are their murd,•1·ers, and the 
medicine they ~dminister for thei1· c11re is i-a11k poison! Mr. B. mentioned 
thl' case of two Hindus who had been hron~ht to the ~at"in~ lrnowlt:dge 
of Clil"ist through reading the won! of God.· One of these, he said, was 
struck with the fact ofthe Saviour's coming to the world to ~ave his enemies. 
The other sai1l, that hy perusing- the Gospel l,e was com,foted of being a 
great sinner and believed in the Redeemer. .\Jr. B. conclu,lerl by stating 
that in the st:.tion of :--iarsing1larcl1ok. tl11~ wives of some of the co11verts 
1n•nt ahout declarini.:- the tidings of salvation among their owu sex. 

2nd Resolution, proposed hy the Rev. l\Ir. l'ifford, and secoudcd by the 
Rev. Mr. \Veng·er, 

"That while the dn1y is imperntive nn all who hnYe received the ble•<ed Gospel 
to promnlge the glad ti<ling-s :"imnnl? th£>ir frllow-men, we con~iflrr tbnt the po!i,.ition 
and circums.tnnrr.~ of Christh1n~ re~iflent in India lay them under ft z,eculiar oblign­
tion to communicate the reli!!io11s p1·ivileges they enjoy." 

In proposing this r1>sol11tion l\lr. Piffard ohserve1l, that it wa~ the duty 
of Christians to puhlish the truths of the Gospel to all around them. If 
Europeans derive1l so much temporal benefit from the land, it was hut 
just that they should malrn a return to the natires in spiritual blessings. 
If Christians are amassing the pel"ishing wealth of the country, they shoul1I 
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fl'ladly give tlie prople the imperishahle riches of Christ. It is the bounden 
duty of every believer_ to aid in thi~ ~lurious cause. Christ_ians shou~d 
speak of Cln·ist to the11· se1·vant.s, mv1te them to attend their domestic 
altars, and c111·rv them to the house of God erected for the heathen. The 
uatives frt'quently uhserve that the two relig-iuns, vi·t. Christian and Hindu, 
11re good for their own rt:spective votaries. But we should undeceive 
them on this head. We should tell them that the religion of Christ 
is the religion of the world-of all n11tions, kindreds and tongues. 

l\Ir. \I' enµ-er, in seconding· the resolution, ohsel'Ved, that an allusion 
had heen made by one of the preceding speakers ( !\Jr. Bayne) to a passage 
of Scripture peculiarly calculated to illustrate the truth of what the reso­
lution expressed. It was the one refening to St1 Paul's feelings at Athens: 
"\\hen he saw the city wholly gil'en to idolatry, his spirit was stirred 
within him." What were the Apostle's circumstances at that time? He 
had just made his esc:ipe from Berea; he was unknown to all around him; 
he di,I not intend to stay long in that city, but simply to await the arrival 
of Silas and Timotheus. He might therefore have said: " It is not 
"·orth while to make any efforts here; I know no one here; I shall not 
e,·eu stay long enough to be allowed to see auy fruit, which might possi­
bly ari,e from preaching in this city.'' But his spirit wus stirred within 
him: tht>refore he rn11de daily endeavours, e,-en dul'ing his short stay, to 
nwke known the Gospel of Christ in the very place where heatheuism 
appearetl morn attractive both to the eyes and the mind of an attentive 
ohst>rrer, than anywhere else, and where it had reached the highest 
clegree of polish and imposing splendour, which it is capable of attaining. 
And when called upon publicly to exvlain and avow his sentiments on 
l\lars' Hill, l,e shrunk nut b11ck from the arduous duty. On the summit 
of that interesting rock, under the frown of the colossal statue of Minerva 
which looked down upon him from -the Acropolis-in full view of the 
temple of Victory, which adorned the entrnnce of the Acropolis, of the 
exquisitely elegant structure, called the Erechtheum, and of that unri­
valled masterpiece of architecture, the Parthenon, he hesitated not to 
declare, that the Godhead is not lil,e unto gold or silver or stone, gi·aven by 
oi·t and man's device, and that God dwelleth not in temples made with hands. 
On the very spot, where the most celehrated tribunal of all antiquity used 
to hold its ,itting·s, he holdly spoke of a far more solemn tl'ibunal, from 
which 110 appeal would be permitted,-and proclaimed to his hearers the 
message of Christ, who then would be their judge, but who now inl'ited 
them to repent, and to accept the pardon he had wrought out for them on 
the cross and sealed by his res111'l'ection. \Vhat made the apostle so 
bold? His.~pirit was stiri·ed witl1ill him. \\'ithin the distance of a stone's 
throw the Acropolis with all those splendid temples arose before his eyes: 
on the left, at the foot of the hill stood the temple of Theseus, whilst he 
was looking down upon the city spread out in the plain helo w. In that 
city no less than 17.5 Christian churches and chapels, mostly e1·ected on the 
site of formed1eathen sanctuaries, could be pointed out as late as 1822, and 
of many of them the ruins are visible to this day. Even now, whilst some 
temples have entirely disappeared, the grande111· of the 1·em11ins of others 
would render it difficult to speak with the freedom of Paul before the 
nominally Christian descendants of the ancient Athenians on Mars' Hill; 
what courage, what stirring zeal must therefore have filled the man, who 
in those days could so bohlly proclaim the Gospel of Christ ! 

From this Lright example, ;\1r. W. said all Christians might learn, 
that it was their duty to make known the glad tidings of salvation to thefr 
fellow-men. But the resolution called upon him to show, that his hea1·ers 
were under a peculiar obligation to do so. The darkness, which su1·round­
ed them on e1·e1·y side, had heen described by previous speakers. As the 
friends of man, their spirits must be stii·1·ed within them, whilst beholding 
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the de,:rnrlation, the misery, nn,I the guilt in,·arinbly connected with ido­
latrl', an,! necessarilv leadi11!! tu a11 Pkrnitv of wretchedness. As the 
frierul~ uf God their ,;pirits must be stirred ·within them, when reflect­
ing upon the meland1oly truth, tliat millions of immm·tal beings nut only 
'l"l'Cre 11nacq11ai11teil witl1 Go,I mul \\'ith the way of salvation, hut daily 
treated their Creato1· anol llenefactor with inl{ratitude, and were seniug 
Satan, instead of Him. The past history of India might point out to them 
the place they \\'e1·e to occupy. The Portuguese, the Spaniards, the 
Dutch, the French were once much more likely to obtain possession of 
Jn,lia; but Prod,lence had put that vast co11nt1·v into the hauds of Gre!lt 
.Hritain, uot without some im,)l)rtant design. Had that design hitherto 
been realized? No, the anna s e"en of British dominion in India we1·e 
frequently stained with the record of avarice and cruelty: at11I although 
for some time past better things had he,:ri.:n, yet it could not he said, that 
the plan of Gud hail been executed. India was yet to be evangelized. 
Christianity yet remained to he firmly planteil in it. The openin~s and 
facilities II ere neither few not· common: the liberal principles of !1,0vern­
ment, the dense pop11latio11, the fondness of the natives for religious 
discussions, their politeness of address, their unquenchable thirst after 
knowle1lge, "ere so many calls for personal exertion; whilst the number 
of tracts and hooks, anti especially of copies of the sacred volume, afforded 
Fmme of the means which might be employed. 

The position of Christians in India was peculiar. Those who were 
now Ii dug in that country ought to reflect upon their privilege. The 
\l'o1·k of planting Christianity there was but just commenced, and they 
were e,·idently the persons, through whom it was to be carried on. If it 
we1·e not so, God would ha\'e sent other people to India: he might have sent 
their forefathers: he might have resei-ved the honour to thei1· children, 
or besto1red it upon persons entirely unconnected with them. But it was 
not so: he had placed tltPm here, to lift up the standard of the c1·oss, to 
be the patterns of the churches to be gathered from the heathen. We all 
lmew how to appreciate this privilege when enjoyed by others. We all felt 
the force of the name" Father of modern Missions," aptly given to one, 
( Dr. Carey,) to whose memory a tablet was erected in this very chapel. Jn 
wol'idly affairs all knew how to value the honour of taking the lead in any 
great enterprise. One of the predous spenkers ( :\lr. Sutton) had alluded 
to the scenery of his country. He hoped he might he allowed to mentiou 
a fact recorded in the pages of its history. In 14-U the Freuch, with a 
view to disperse the council of Basle anti the1·eby to secure the favour of 
Pope Euge11ius IV., suddenly entered Switzerland with an immense army. 
To di\·ert thei1· attentiou, an·d arrest their furthe1· progress, a body of 
J 600 men we1·e disp:1.tched. They met the enemy sooner than they ex­
pected; but at once resol l'ed upun an attack, an,1 drove the nu111e1·ous 
host hack across a ri,•er, which they had just passed. But not content 
with this victory, or with the booty they had secured, they likewise push­
ed on, and began a desverate conflict with the numerous enemy. Alt the 
1600 (with the exception of 10, who had not been able to ci-oss the river) 
died on the fieltl of battle in defence of their beloved native land, ~nd at 
the price of their lives bought its sectll'ity: fo1· the French immediately 
withdrew. Those 1600 felt the privilege which they enjoyed, of being 
the first to devote themselves to so noble a cause: and whilst Switze1·land 
remained, their rnlour would be held iu 11,lorious reruemhnmce. \Ve were 
c11lled upon to devote ourselves to an obj~ct infinitely more exalted and 
sublime: we had the promise g·iven us, that 110 real loss shoul,I attend our 
efforts; but that thlly were to be :iccompanied with unspeakable bless­
ings to ou1·sel\'es. Ours was the honour of being among the first in the 
lists; those who were to follow us, would occupy a lelii momentou11 po11i-
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tion; therefo1·e it became ns to ,how a ~a,:l'rd emulation, ancl zealously to 
follow llim, who e111lure1l the cross and despi,ed the shame. The short­
ne~s of life gave m\,litional wt'i~·l,t to the exhortation of ~criptut'l', 
"Whatsoever thine hand finilt>th to llo, <lo it 1.-ith all thy might." 

3nl Resolution, proposed by the Rev. ;\fr. Tucker, and seconded by 
the Rev. l\lr. Smith, 

• • Thilt the presrnt stnte 11nd circumstances of this Society; the extent of its pre­
sent operntions, nnd the wider field oµening all around aud invitiug its occupancy ; 
the number of na1ive preacl,ers alrendl' employed in it, and the numbe1· more who 
are now under !ruining for employment ; the heavy debt nt this moment pressing 
011 it. anti the amount of its current disbursements; call loudly for the prompt and 
liheral ns,i•tnuce of the Christian public." 

;\Jr. Tuckel' iu proposing this resolution said that, not having time, he 
would not make any lengthened observations. He hoped that the con­
gregation, (among wlu,m there was a stir,) would wait and enjoy the pa·i­
vilege of gi,·ing their contributions in suppol't of the Society. !\Jr. T. 
very facetiously mentioned an anecdote about the "pegs and the hats," 
in alh,siou tu the practice of road side beggm·s in England. Applying this 
anecdote to the suhject of the resolution, he said that an argument for a 
coilectiori may be called figuratil'ely II peg to hang liis l111t upon, and that the 
resolution coutained six arguments fur a collection, and consequently pegs 
enough to support six hats. ;\fr. T. ,va;; sorry to find that the Society was 
much in debt, though he did 11ot feel unhappy that the debt hml been in­
curre,I iu su good a cause. He hoped tliat it would be soon liquidated 
through the lihernlity of the Christian public. A., the field of the ope1·a. 
tious of thi·; Suciety too was extended, more aid was required. He wail 
glad to fi111I that there were 109 lahoul'ers iu the l'ineyard, both Eul'opean 
an,l nati"e, an<l that sel'eral Hindu youths were under training for the 
work of the Clu·istian ministry. \Vho knows, said the eloquent speaker, 
but some one among these (pointing to some of the native youths alluded 
to, present on the ucc,1sio11) would in time be a Luthe,· or a \Vickliffe 
among !heir own countrrmen, and overthrow the errors all(l superstitions 
which pollute these lands? [t was very desirable, said he, that the on. 
tive Christian churches shoul,1 he under the care of native pastors. M1·, 
T. conclu1lt:d by obser\'i11g, that Iudia 011ed all he1· spiritual pril'ileges to 
l\J is,;ionaries. 

;\Jr. Smith, iu seconding the 1·esol11tion, said, that Jae was sorry to find 
that the Society was in deht, though happily it was i11curred in the fur. 
therance of the noblest of all causes. It was the duty as wdl as the pl'i­
,· ii .. g·e of Christians to forward the work of evang·elizing· the heathen by 
all the means in their power. Christiaus, :\lr. S. obsened, promise to aid 
the cause of God hy their prnyers; but if they fail to do it also by thei1· 
property, the since1·ity of thei1· praye1·s may lie questioned. Fervent 
p1·ayel's, on behalf of the success of God's cause, are more \'aluable than 
money, yet lhe latter is a means which must be availed of. The Society 
1Vho sent Di·. Carey out to India began their operations with less than £7, 
which proves that money in such a cause was not of thefir~t importance, 
Yet had not that mission received subsequently large contributions, their 
wol'k would have been, in a g1·eat measu1·e, impeded. All should give 
cheerfully, and all should give according to their ability. Those that 
hal'e this world's goods shonld be sensible of the obligation they are laid 
under ot enhancing the glory of God with their suhstance; and those who 
are poor may ~ive what they can, 1·ecollticting that the wido,v's mite was 
not only not despised, hut cunsidere1I by the Saviour as the richest contri. 
bution into God's treasul'y, because it was given with a willing heart. 

4-th Resolution, proposed by Rev. Mr. Campbell, secomled by Rev. 
Mr. Boaz. 

" That the following Ministers and Gentlemen be the officers and Committee of 
the Society for U1e ensuing year, 
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"Trtasurer, Mr. I. B, Biss. Secrelal'ies, Rev. F. Tucker, Rod Rev. J. Thomu. 
Cammillee. Rev. Messrs. C. C. Arato,.,,, l:l. Dayne, J. D. Ellis, T. l\Jor,;1111, W, 
H. Pe,.rce, J. Wenger, W. Yntes, Messrs. J. S, Diss, W. N. Gari-ett, E. Grey, 
P. Holmes, C. Holmes, H. Kemp, J. Rowe, J. Sykes, M. Wittinbnker, anti S. G. 
Wyatt.'' 

l\h. Campbell, in proposing this resolution, spoke on the importnnce of 
a working Committee; on the very heavy responsihil!ty which rPsted 
upon all persons appointed to carry on the work of God ; and the high 
dl"gree of criminality attached to the neglect of the duty. He also adve1·t­
ed to the folly and cl'iminality which attached to those who appointed 
such Committt'e, without any desire and feeling to sustain them in thei1· 
work. ThP Rei'. speaker further a1h·erte,I to the vast importance of tho 
En tally Institution, as a means for educating pious youth for the Christian 
.Ministrv. 

l\lr. Boaz, in seconding- the Resolution, rema1·ked, that although late in 
the e\'euing he could not refrain from offering one or two remarks, espe­
cially as l,e had b~en askl'd to take au earlier part in the proceedings, 
although ciu·umsta11ces hatl pre1·ented him from complying with that re­
que,t. He could most fully concur in the rt>marks of the last speaker, as 
it regarded the indi,position of a Committ1'e to labor, if they did but obtain 
a working Treasurer or St!cretary. He hoped it would not be the case 
with this Society. He could not say, howHer, that the laity were e1·e1· 
back ward iu coming forll'ard II ith their aid, if the cause was good anrl 
nePded supflort ; on this account he tl'Usted that the heavy debt under 
which the SociPt)' lahorerl woulrl soon he wiper! off. He hail just been on 
a Vt'ssel p,,rting with a friend-it was a scene of grief: the1·e were parent 
and clail,lren, hu,ba11ds a11d wives in the 1leepest sorrow, a11d ,~hy? They 
WN•• :,hout to part., 1wrhaps to meet 110 more on earth, aud yel hope did 
faintly lii:ht up their fut111e. One parent had given a vast sum, amounti11g 
to se,·ernl hmulrt'ds of ru1wes, for a trust-worthy 1wrson to take can' of the 
health and morals of his child, that he mig-ht meet it, if ever he should, 
with joy anrl 11ot ll'ith g1·it>f: -was there nut a lesson for us in this scene? 
,v e, as Chl'istian,, are dailv sunouauled hy thousa111l~ of tho.se II lw are of 
one con1mon broth,,rhoo1l with us,-hastin;!.' to 11n awful eternity ;-many 
of theoe, it is to be feared, unfitted aud u11bl,•sst>d: and shall we feel l,·ss, 
shall we do less than thPse parti11g frien,ls? Every thing conspires to 
forbid it ; let us do every thing· for theii- h;ippiness, and gi l'e amply of 
our suhstance for theil· protection iu the highe8t St!nse of the lel'm. He 
sairl, when he enteretl the sanctuary, he felt very chilly and cold ; and 
when he endea\'OUl'erl to ascertain the cause "h)' he should be so iu a place 
so appai-ently cheerful and w.irm, he found it was because he was sitting 
alone and in a cold place : when he came fonval'd and s,it in the midst of 
)ais brethren and the assembly, he felt irnmediat,·ly warmed aml cheered. 
l\Jight we not read a lesson in tl,is also ?-Christian effort is chePrless and 
cold when canied on alone; we should unite, ;iuu then shall 11·e he warm; 
we shoul,1 come to~ether, and then shall we be che~rctl. He regretted to 
hear that the Society was so det'ply irwolve,1-surely this ought uot to 
1·emain long as an incuhu, on the Society. l\lan~· had left the placP, and 
the collection had been ma,le ; but he nevertheless fea1·ed that the col. 
lectiou would not co, er the i11,olv1mcy: he would therefore suggest that 
all those \Yho could sho•ald a,ld to that which they had already giren, ancl 
those who had givt'n 11othi11g, should give now, a111l those who had left 
~laould be deuietl the privilege. The reverend gentleman 1·ehte,I one or 
two instances in point II hich had occul'l'ed in En~land, and proposed tlrnt 
the partiPs present should e111leavo11r to aid the Socit>ty in wiping off the 
debt, that the Committee might pu1·sue the e,·en tcnou1· of theil· way with 
alacrity and peace. 

The Chairman offered a few appropriate ohsel'l'ntions in conclusion, and 
the uwl'ting couclaulerl with prayer. The collection, nil uutlerstand, 
amounted tu ne,ull four hundred rupees. 




