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1.-Hindu Female Education. By Priscilla Chapman. Lon­
don, 1839. 

First Report of the Scottish Ladies' Association for the ad­
vancement of Female Education in India under the Super­
inteudence of Missionaries of the Church of Scotland. 
Edinburgh, 1839. 
Few objects, if any, are nearer our heart than the Chdstian 

education of the whole people of India-rich and poor-male 
and female. But if we were to examine narrowly, we might 
perhaps find that at pt·esent the subject of female education 
occupies the greatet· share of our attention :-and that for two 
special reasons ;-first, because of its own intrinsic importance, 
and secondly, because of the comparatively little attention that 
has been paid to it, and the small exertions that have been made 

. to overcome the mighty obstacles that confessedly lie in the 
way of introducing a genernl system of Christian Education 
among the females of this vast country. 

As to the importance of female education we might fill a 
volume, without saying a word that would give any new idea 
to a single Christian readet· : fot· the subject is patent to ordi­
nary ohse1·vation, aud cannot fail to stand out in its vast mag­
nitude before the minds of all who shall but direct towards it 
the eye of an intelligent and Christian regat·d. As well as the 
education of the othet· sex, that of females has souls for its 
objects, and its results in reference to these souls stretch out 
into the duration of endless ages. As in every community the 
number of males and females is nearly equal, and as in the 
estimation of God and of every rational man, a woman's soul 
as well as a man's is unspeakably precious, the first blush of 
the subject p1·esents it to us invested with an importance not 
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inferiol' to that which attaches to the education of the other sex. 
But when ,ve consider certain othel' hearings of the case-as 
the miserable state of de!{rndatiou iu which the females of 
India are sunk-their seclusion from all other modes of men­
tal enlightenment-and the vast influence which the female 
charactl'r must exercise over every community, the subject is 
im·ested with such an overwhelming interest that we cannot 
approach it without a feeling allied to fear-that kind of awe 
which we may suppose to occupy the soldier's mind 011 the eve 
of the battle which is to decide the question of his couutl'y's 
liberty-or that ckead solemnity which may be supposed to 
be felt by the general who leads an army to the base of some 
ancic11t fortress, which he sees to be impregnable, yet knows 
that he rnust take, or else consign the expedition to il'l'etrieva­
ble failure. With what feelings does he sit down to its invest­
ment, resolved to do by means of time and famine what cannot 
be effected by the power of active warfare ! And does not the 
strnnghold of female ignorance seem at present impregnable ? 
Garrisoned by veteran hosts of preju<lice and sin,-ruled over 
with strictest discipline and defended with craftiest policy by 
Satan himself, it raises its moss-clad battleUients to the clouds, 
a11d scowls haughty clefiance on the little band that thl'eatens 
to beleaguer it. As yet the least important outposts al'e scal'cely 
taken; the fortress stands in appeal'ance as gloomy and in 
fabric as strong as in other clays. Time which changes all 
else, seems to make no impression on this hell-built pile; and 
so it is even as it seems. If we trust that time will work any 
impol'tant improvement, we shall most cel'tainly be disappoint­
ed. If we wait till the natmal prngress of events shall make 
female education an easy work, we shall wait fo1· eve1·. Aud 
while we wait the souls of thousands al'e going yearly into the 
presence of their judge, unjustified, unsanctified, unsaved. 
Thousands of childl'en are yeal'ly born, and the earliest and most 
important pal't of their education is committed to ignorant 
mothers, who rear them as child1·en of wrath. The end of the 
world would come if we still should wait, and the last trnmpet 
would surprise millions of inunortal souls who had not heard 
of the Sa\•iom·'s na111e. But this may not be: we may uot, 
we must not thus wait: the gospel must l>e preached to all, 
as a witness to all, before the eud come. 

V\' e are at all times anxious that all exertions for making 
known the trnth of God to pel'ishing souls should l>e based 
upon the right foundation. The command of God ought 
always to form the grnnd motive of action, the indefeasible 
promises of God are the only sul'e basis on which to rest our 
1wpes of success. But surely to creatures coustituted as we 
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are, gifted by our Creator with i1111ume1·able sensibilities, feel -
ings ancl desil'es, it is not forbidden to have l'eg-al'd i11 a subo1·­
di11ate degl'ee to those inferior motives which are calculated 
to excite the various sensibilities of our souls, and which con­
spire with the comma11d of God to propel us to action for the 
goocl of the souls of om· b1"cthrc11. Thus while Paul, iu l'efer­
euce to the commandment of Goel which ,vas laid upon him, 
declares regarding himself, " \V or is me if I preach not the 
gospel;" it is also !'elated by the inspired historian regal'ding 
him, that his spil'it was st.il'l'ed within him when he saw the 
Athcuian city wholly give11 to idolatl'y. And if we have any 
portion of that Spil'it which actuated the Apostle, we shall not 
remain incliffel'ent spectatol's of the spiritual and mental de­
gradation of the females around US, What thong-h, we may not 
sre thrir degradation and misery so visibly spre,td out before 
us, as was the idolatry of the Athenians before the eyes of 
Paul? \Vhat though the gl'eatel' part of Indian females and 
tlaeil' snfft'rings are alike unseen? What though, shut out from 
the light of day and almost from the ail' of heaven, they drag 
out the lives of slaves, suhject to the despotic rule of tyrants 
,vho usurp the name of husbands? What thoug-11 they have no 
atteuti,·e ear 01· sympathizing heart into wl1ich they cau pou1· 
the tale of theil' heavy woes ?-is their suffering un that account 
the less real ? Shall we on that account refuse to s hcd ;t tea1· 
over thei1· misery ? Shall we on that account refuse to offer up 
a prayer on their behalf in sincerity and faith ? Shall we on that 
account be less zealous in makiug exertions to remedy their 
condition? If we cannot benefit them matedally in this world, 
shall we not clo what God enables u:s to <lo, an<l give them that 
which will make all their affiictio11s, though fol' the present 
grievous, work ont for them an exceeding and eterual weight 
of glory? Shall the bolts and bars of the zanana shut out Chris­
tian sympathy ? Shall we turn away beuuse we cannot see 
that misery, of which we know that it is at once an element and 
an aggrnvation that it is not permitted to be seen? God 
forbid ! 

And here it ,viii be well to state explicitly, what that is 
which in 0111· est.imation is the main coustituent in the com­
position of female distress in India. They must have hut 
little knowledge of the state of Hindu females, 01· little capa­
bility of estimating those distresses which lie deeper than the 
mere bodily sensations, who deem it needful, in order to create 
sympathy on behalf of the fe-males of India, to rake up the 
emuers of the extinguished sati, or dwell upon the h->rrors 
of the prohibited system of female infanticide. Wt:: have heard 
and l'ead certain declamations, whose tone and spirit would 

R :J 
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almost make one suppo~e that their authors regretted the 
abolition of these horrid practices, Ut'.cause by their abolition 
the said dcclaimtrs are dtpl'ived of a most exciting topic for 
harrowing the souls of thtir auditors, and producing a kind of 
interest which might haply issue iu the gift of some paltry 
gold, and it may he the effusion of some sentimental tears. 
·with what art do they 8trhe to render it ambiguous whethe1· 
thm,e scenes, which with pencils dipped in blood they strive 
to paint, belong to the past 01· the present day! What poetic 
confusion of times and tensts do they employ, as if fo1· the 
purpose of presenting to the eyes of their auditors as being 
110w enacted, which, thauks he to God, are closed forever! 
,\7hile these abominations were actually heing practised, no 
language too strong could be employed in their condenination; 
but now they are abolished, the dwelling upon them can only 
excite those feelings which should be reserved for realities. 
The human miud is too delicate a piece of mechanism to be 
wound up when it has no work to do; every time it is so 
wound up and allowed to run idly down, the tine edges of its 
sympathies are abraded, and it becomes at last unfit for active 
duty altogether. In every way it is bacl policy to go back 
upon othe1· days, and repre:5eut their appalling prnctices as if 
thl·y were the practices of the present <lay. By dwellin~ upon 
these fearful effects which no longer exi!-t, we art apt to lose 
sight of the cause which does still exist in undiminished force. 
Those practices rnoreove1·, when they did exist, were prope1· 
subjects fot· legislative interference; the legislature did inter­
tcrfcre, and did abolish the inhuman practices. But the root 
of female misery lies in a region into which legislative enact­
ments cannot penetrate. Great as is the honom· confened 
by God upon Civil Governments, and upon the Government 
of this country in particular, a8 His own ministers for good, 
there is a higher department of His work which He reserves 
for His Chmch : and to this department clearly belongs the 
digging out of the root of female misery in India. When the 
practices in question existed, they were but a few twigs more 
on the baneful tree. Now that they are lopped off, the tree 
is shorn no doubt of some of its leaves, but scarcely cm·tailed 
in its dirnensio11s, and retaining all its vigour of growth, it still 
spreads far and wide its upas shade. 

The root of all the misel'ies of Hindu females is ignoran..:e, 
sinful ignora11ce-ignora11ce of God aml of the relation iu 
which men stand to God. Now if we could paint the Egyp­
tian darkness in which the females of this land are sunk, it 
would be admitted that we needed not add the lurid flames of 
the sati in order to give a horrifying effect to tlu: picture. 
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Let any reader retrace step by step the journey of his life ; 
let him at every step endeavour in imagination to divest him­
self of those ideas and impressions that he has received from 
books, from intt•rcourse with enli!!,htened IIH'n, ancl from what 
is commonly styled education, u,;til he realizes his state as an 
u11t11tore<l babe, with his 111i11<l all blank, save in so far as 
filled with the seeds of that ch·pravity which he has in lwrited 
from the foundns of our rncr. Let him from this starting-point 
conceh·e himsPlf to begin the race of life anew, m11I pursue 
it undrr the influence of all those circumstances which are 
best suited to give denlopment to his innate corruption, a11cl 
remon·d from all mental enlightenment and mornl traini11g 
au<l spiritual discipline. In what state would he fmd himself? 
An idiot, A mad111an? Yes, au idiot in i~nm·,rnce, a madman 
in outrage; yet an idiot, a madman, responsible to God and 
man. Such are the native females of this country. Shut 11p 
from the period when reason dawns i11 a za11a11a whose air is 
often tainted, and whose moral atmosphere is always impreg­
n,~ted with thr seeds of poison, they arrive at the years 
of womanhood fit for nothing else (but eminently fitted for 
this) than to he the irrational ministers of their masters' lusts. 
Their co11clition is described with awful vividness by a single 
master-stroke of the native pPncil. A young man 11ot long 
ago determined to e1111Jrace Christianity. His father reasoned 
with him, entreated him, threateued him; lmt all in vain. 
The work was of God, and man could nut prevail against it. 
\Yhen threats, prnmises ancl entreaties were alike unavailing, 
the father in the extreme bitterness of his soul at length ex­
claimed, "Well, if I cm111ot ha\·e a son I shall at least have a 
daughter.'' Our European reade1·s may not understand this, 
but in this country it will be but too well understood, especially 
by our Missionary brethren. They will k11ow that he was 
expressing his resolution to destroy the intellect of his sun by 
means of those drugs, which ha,·e been more than 011ce admi­
nistered with fatal succes~ to those who could not in any 
other way be prevented from renouncing the superstitious of 
their fathers, Tu destrny all the faculties of the human miml 
then, and to convert a ~011 into a daughtrr, are one and the 
same thing. Oh God, i,; t11is the creature of whom thou saidst, 
" I will make a help-meet for man ?" Is this the creature that 
in the ascendi11g scale uf thy works came last from thy creat­
ing hand ? Is this the creature whom thou didst at fi1·st 
endow with thine own image, and make fit for holding c01u­
munion with thyself? Is this the c1·eature whom poets have 
in all ages sung, and on whom they have impiously lavished 
the epithets which pertain only to Thee ? Behold, good God, 
how sin has marred thy best and fairest works ! 
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1f there were ten, or twenty, or a hundred of our fellow­
creatures in this melancholy ~ondition, our sympathy might 
well be awakened, and our most strenuous energies called 
forth for the alleviation of their mi~en'. Hut those of whose 
state this is an impe!'fect description 11re the women of a vast 
nation; they are to he numbered by tens of millions. They 
are those who are to be chiefly employed in moulding the 
characters of future generations; tht>~' are thr ll~~regate of 
the mothers, and of those who are to be the mothers, of one of 
the largest nations 011 the face of the earth. They arf' those 
upon whom depends in an incalculable cleg-ree, the well-being 
of millions unborn. In a word, and almost without a figure, 
they are those into whose hands Go<l has committed the des­
tinies of Hindustan. Nq one will think this langnage too 
strong, who knows anght of the abiding power of a mother's 
lessons and a Christian mother's prayers, who places due reli­
ance on the promise that the child who is trained in the way 
that he should go, shall not depart from it when he is old. 
We hare heard it srtid hv a Vt'nerahle ministrr, that when 
India shall have become a Christian land, it will be found that 
the greate1· proportion of the work of its evangelization has 
been accompli8hed by meuns of matemal instructions. 

Such a view of the matter tends to alter the position which 
the subject of female edncation occupie8 in many minds. 
Many seem to look upon it as so far ~11hordi11ate to the other 
departments of ~li;;sio11ary work, that it 11111st he defened till 
these other operations have so far wrought their way as to 
render the accompfo,hment of this part of the work a matter 
of ea8e; but if the view we have taken be correct, it ought 
clea1·ly to be r<'garde1l as one of the first of Missionary works, 
both in the scale of importance and in ortler of time. No 
doubt if lndi~ wt•re a Christian land, many of the grand ob­
stacles that lie in the· way of female education would be 
removed. But then how is India ever to become a Christian 
land apart from the i11fluence of female education ? It would 
often be a much easier mattt'r to demonstrate some of the 
theorems of geometry, if we knew beforehand some of the 
succeeding propositio11s; but how are these succeeding propo­
sitions to be demonstrated without the aid of the preceding? 
If we would arrive at the encl, we must begin at the begin­
ning. lf there be <lifficultit>s in the way, that is no reason for 
declining the work, but only for applying to it the greatet· 
energy. We confess, however, that difficulty is a word that we 
do not like to use in reference to Missionary operatious. The 
work is God's; it is to be performed iustrnmentally by the 
Church of God. But God is omnipotent, and the Church can 
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do all things thrnugh Christ strengthening her. The ,vork of 
female e<lucatio11 is pre-e111i11e11tly a work of faith. 'l'hey who 
undertake it are com1trai11l·d pnpetually to feel and acknow­
ledge that it is so. Now we hold every thing that produces 
such a consciousness of human imbecility and nothingness to 
be rather a facility : heuce would we 1·ather glory in our 
i11tir111itics. 

,vith ou1· minds filled with these thoughts we are in the 
bl'st manner prepared for proceeding to make a few remarks 
011 the small works under review. Mrs. Chapman's book is 
n•ry pleasantly written. Free from pretension, it perfom1s 
.ill that it prouiises. It gives a very fair estimate of the state 
ol the 11ati,·e wonien, am\ details the operntions of Mrs. Wilson 
a11:I t It<· ladies connected with the Church Missionary Society fo1· 
lh<"ir rdief. It catalogues the operations of others in the same 
go"d c:,u~P, llnd is altogether well fitted to give to European 
reader~, lor ii-hose use we presume it was chiefly intended, a 
very foir id<'a of the state of things in and around Calcutta. It 
is wrilteu i:1 a11 u11assumiug- style, breathes much of the Spii-it 
of Christia11 love, an<l pleases us by its simple \Vordsworth­
likc descriptions of manners and scenery. Altogether it is a 
pleas,1nt, au<l we hope will prove a useful book. 

The Report of the Scottish Ladies' Society coutaius not a 
little iuterestiug matter in regard to proceedings in Western 
India, where, as we doubt not our reade1·s are all aware, ano­
ther Mrs. Wilson was honoured of God to begin the work, 
and where by the blessing of God it is prospering, now that 
she has ceased from her labours aud entered into rest. 

From the forme1· work we learn that of all the females of 
Beugal probably not more than five hundred (say 600) are 
uuder the influence of Christian Instruction; while we learn 
from the latter, that the Scottish Society have not yet made a 
beginning of the work in this pa1·t of I 11<lia. We learn mo1·e­
o\·er that at the date of the report the Society had in its trea­
sury several hu11d1·ed pounds (£646 19 9½). So far as we 
ha\'e learned from Scotland, the Society has had no conside1·­
al>le outlay since that time, and must have had a l,u·ge income; 
heuce we may presume that by this time it has a large sum of 
nwney, given by God tu be expended in this service, hid in a 
napkin and bu1·ied in the earth. We question the pl'Opriety 
of this. 

It is well known that the grand obstacle to female educa­
tion is the absence of all secular motives to prnmpt the natives 
to seek after it. The boys attend our schools at first, merely 
in the hope of being qualified fo1· lucrative employments; 
while those girls who do attend school have generally been 
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brihecl in the fii·st instance to attend by the regular or occa­
sional donation of a few pice, given eithe1· directlv to them­
selves or to those who procure their attendance. 'i'he natives 
~enernlly do not yet seek knowledge for its own sake. The appe­
tite for it has vet to he excited. Bnt how is it to be excited) 
Just uy com1u.11nicati11g lrnowleclg-e itself. There is a uaturai 
instiru:t in the human b1·ea~t, which prnmpts every individual 
to seek aftn lmowlt•dge when once he has ta~ted its sweet­
ness. Up to a certain puint the appetite is dormant; but that 
point once passed. and the appetite called into action. it can 
11ever be allayed. This then is just one of the dijffr'llltiea 
which are to become facilities by sending us direct to God, 
who turns the hearts of men as the rivers of water. It is 
believed that there does ah-eady exist in the nafo·e mind so 
much of something like a due appreciation of education, as will 
give 1·ise to a demand fully commensurate with out· present 
means of supply. Next to the prevalent indifference as to 
female education, is the custom of the country, sanctioned by 
long usage, of secluding the females afte1· they have passed the 
yc>ars of childhood. This custom, save in respect of the lowest 
classc-s, it seems impossible for a long time to get over. 1'he 
females must be educated before it can be got over. Here then 
we C'orne directly to this conclusion, if it be impossible to get 
the daughters of the higher classes of natives to attend schools 
till once they have been taught, then we must teach them 
,vithout requit-i11g their attendance in school. If the men of 
India will nut permit their female relatives to come to us for 
instruction, we must become all things to all men, and must 
send our teachers to /Item. Again, in the absence of pro!i!pects 
of worldly ad,,antage, we must endeavou1· to make female edu­
cation a respectable thing; and this can only be done by 
vigorous efforts to iutrnduce it among what a1·e commonly styled 
the respectable classes. • But this again can be effected only 
by sending European ladies to teach the females iu their own 
apartments. Although there is not so much desire for female 
education that natires of any of the highn classes would set at 
defiance the custom of their country, and send their daughters to 
schools in order tu procure it, nor so much that many of ti1em 
would pay for it if offered them in their own houses, yet du we 
confidently believe that if a Society, such as that whose rqwrt 
we Ii.ire now befo1·e us, would send out several well-qual1fied 
female teachers ,rho should offer gratuitous instrnctiou to the 
females in their owu houses, they would very souu have their 
hands full of employment. And i11 a few years the cause would 
by that means so far gain re8pectability, that the middliug and 
lower classes would with teufold avidity seek after in11truction 
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in schools. We a1·e aware that at first there would be much 
shuffling and evasion; many would eagerly seek after teachers, 
and, when they found that they we1·e attainable, would decline 
their attendance. Some would begin with alacrity and would 
soon flag in thei1· zeal ; the first case of conversion, if God were 
pleased so far to bless the work, would pl"Oduce a temporary 
re-action, and many doOl's would be baned against the ingress 
of Christianity, which had been thrown open for the admittance 
of European accomplishments. Bnt perseverance and faith 
would sm·mount all these and every othe1· obstacle. " Pains 
and praye1· (said John Elliott) by faith in Christ Jesus can do 
any thing." 

As a beginning, if three well qualified female teache1·s were 
sent out, they might unde1·take the instruction of 8 or ) 0 
families privately, and at the same time conduct with native 
assistance a public school, one being always employed in the 
school and two pl"Oceeding from house to house. In a matter 
of this kind, we do not like to go into very nice calculations 
of expenditure and return; nor in this case is it possible. But 
smely it is 110 \'isionary expectation that three ladies at an 
expense to the Society of £600 to £800 a year might teach 
publicly and prirntely 150 native females. And those who 
would grudge this outlay fo1· the purpose of opening the foun­
tain of knowledge to so many human beings, have yet to learn 
the meaning of the Divine decla1·ation, "That the soul be 
without knowledge, it is not good." 

\Ve have submitted this proposal to several Christian friends 
of experience in this matter, and shall append the answers of 
two of them to several questions proposed to them-those of 
Mrs. ,Vilson and those of the Rev. Krishna Mohan Banar­
jL It were vain to multiply favornble opinions, as these are 
in themselves a host, coming as they do from one of the most 
intelligent natives in Calcutta, well acquainted with all the 
customs and modes of thinking and acting of his country-men, 
and burning with desire lo rescue them from thei1· present state 
of bondage, and bring them to the enjoyment of that Christian 
liberty with which he has been himself made free; and from 
the lady of whom the least that we can say is, that she has done 
by far the most of any person in India for the promotion of 
this great work. May God in me1·cy grant, that it may be long 
before we or our successors in the Editorial chair shall be call­
ed upon to say of her all that we thin!<. 

Questions proposed to Mrs. Wilson, with her answers. 

1.- What do you suppose may be the whole number of Bengali female, 
now alille that have ,·eceilled what may be called a tolerable education ? 

I cannot venture an opinion. 
VOL. J. S 
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2.-What may he tlte number of females in Be11gdl actw,lly at pi·esent 
under instruction? 

I kuow only of about 500 A"il"ls. 
3.-llm·e a11.11 of those fnnafe.y whom you luwe ~ducated, 11Jteru,111·ds sent 

tlieil' cltildr1!11 to yo11r schools, or to any other .~t:lwol.~, that you have known?­
Frt>q11ently mothers have come with their little i:-il'ls, remintlinl! us 

that they were taught in our schools themselves, and appearing· delighted 
thus to !'('new the acquaintance. 

,t.-lf this has been the c11se, have you obsel'ved thrit these children of 1•du­
catPd nwth1·1·s lun•e, from the encom·agement given them at home, appreciated 
instr-uction more than others? 

The chililren come to school so very young that their teaching hegin1 
with us, and, it may be, the parents are never known to us, or not till 
months aftt'I" the da1111·hte1· lrns been at ~chool. The little girls are 
ahrnys brought to school and taken home by a person in whom the parents 
confide. 

5.-Have !JOU eve,. /mown rm,11 ,in.•lnn~PS of mothers and daughtei•a being 
taught in the same 11chool at tf1e same time ? 

In the small 1letachi>1l schools this has occurred, when the men had all 
gone out to their daily occupations; hut the women soon lose their 
patience, and declare themselves too old to learn, though perhaps not 
20 years of age. 

6.-lf yott frnue kr,own such cases, state whether any jealousy seemed to 
exist on the part of the mothers of the attainments of tl1ei1· daughters; or if 
a11y system were introduced by which mothers a11d daughters should be taught 
at once, do JIOU suppo,e f1·om your knowledge of the native female character 
that such jealousy wo1,ld i·esult? 

Just the re\'erse, the p:uents appearing to consider it pretty much the 
same thing whether they or the children possess the learning, so that it 
he in the fomily; a poor mother will onswer, "No, I cannot 1·ea1l, but my 
girl can." Or, "I cannot learn, it is too late for me, I have too much 
to do, but teach my daughter." 

1 .-llave the good11ess to state in general what have been the.feelings of une­
ducated natives in 1·egm·d to tile education of their female relatives, 1md whether 
their opposition has been genemlly i·emoved by witnessing its results, specify­
ing at the same time any marlced ino·tances that may have come to yo111· 
/,nowledge of the tjfect of Cl11·istitin education commeuding itself to the appro­
batir>n of tlie p1·1judiced by imp1·oving the cl1araclers and di.,·positions ofit• 

, iubjects. 
J conclude native gentlemen have a jealous fear of their females ever 

occupying that rank or standing in society which Christian women clo: 
they ;ilso d1·ead their imbibing Christian principles; an,l they are neces­
Barily too fa1· removed from native Christian females to form any con-ect 
judgment of them. 

8.-Supposing that at present, there is little 01· no desire on the pai·t of the 
11atit-es grnernlly to p1·oc1we good education fo1· thei,· wives, si~·te1·s and daugh­
te1·s, does it not seem to you that if such ft desire were pi·oduced, the gl'fiat 
obstacle in tlte wa.11 of its gl'atijication u,ould be the unwil/ingneBs of Ifie higher 
class of 1111tive,v to allow their jemafes to leave ihei1' own apw·tments? 

Yes, the females MUST he taug-ht in their own apartments; this is sure; 
and pei-1,aps in their 1•resent state it is absolutely necessary. 

9.-Huw many females do you suppose may be on an ut•e1·age in one dwel. 
ling? 

Probahly from 10 to 20 females could be collected in large houses for 
instruction. 

10.-Would a Ew·opean lady be secure against annoyance in going 1·egu­
larly at a itated /1our into tlie house of a native ? 
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mhantagPs to be looked for thel'efrom, will of com·se continue long to 
indi,pose the natives to female instruction. The alacrity with which 
tht')' allow and the import 1111ity with which they seek the ed11catio11 of theil' 
hoys are evidently hased upon mercenary motives. Theil' de~il'e to teach 
male chiltll'en i~ the consequence of the pro9pect which knowledge opens 
of wealth and l,orwl'; ancl since their gil'I~ cannot ente1· into auy sphel'e 
of active labor in the wol'ld, they do not feel any incentive towarcls their 
education. Be,idt>s this ahsence from their minds of a sufficient moti,,e 
to this impol'tant ,~ol'k, tl,el'e is also the presence of positive aversion to 
it, caused by the customs and notions which Jll'evail among them. Al­
though they do not forbid thei1· gil'ls of a tende1· ag-e to appear in com. 
panr, yet their mal'riage, which usually takes place between the years 
of eig·ht and ten of their ages, gen er ally puts an intel'dict upon this free­
dom, and it is consi<lel'ed disreputable fol' a rnanied woman to make her 
;ippearnnce in puhlic. This sentiment will fol' a long time baffle every 
effort that may he made to educate them in puhlic. 

3.-Supposin_q the present ind!fference as to.female education _qot over, would 
not this custom of secluding the females pl'esent an almost insu,-mountable 
ban·ie1· to thefr inst1·uction in public ? 

The custom of secluding the females must un<louhtedly prove an obsta­
cle to public female education, inasmuch as no Hindu can suffe1· his wife 
or his grow11-11p daughter to he seen indiscriminately by any pel'son with­
out incurring the displeasure of his fraternity, and entailing much odium 
upon himself. 

4.-Do you s11ppose that at present, butfo1· this custom, any con.vide1·able 
numbel' of tlie respectable natives would permit thei1· female relatives to be 
educated? 

Many Hind11s of respectability are, I know, from personal observation, 
very desirous in the absti-act of instrnctinµ- their females. They see the 
11alpable benefits which education has confl'rred upon their\Y estern sisters, 
and often wish they could boast of such accomplished wives anrl daugh­
ters as those of their European neighho11rs. So that I think many would 
instruct the female sex, if their reputation and perhaps caste were not at 
stake. But as female improl'ement \\'ould matel'ially inc1·ease their 
expense, (because they would lose to a certain extent many servants an<l 
ha111l-111aids, if their wives ancl daughters were capable of higher employ­
ment, and tlisrelished the tlrutlf;(ery of the house,) I cannot say to \fhat 
length their insufficient salaries may 11ot teach them the policy of 1,eep­
ing their women down fol' fear of swell inµ- their expense. In proportion, 
howe1•er, as the Government and the E11rn11eans may breathe g·reater 
lil,erality of feeling- towards the Hindus, and discontinue the unchristian 
and inhuman prnctice of putting lower rnlue upon native, than upon 
Eurnpean laboul', even when both a1·e equally u.,eful and efficient, the 
cause of female emancipation must he on the advance, and keep pace with 
the general pl'Ogl'ess of knowle,lge and civilization. 

5.-For tltis purpose ,could they be wil/in,q to admit English ladies into 
their houses, their services beir,_q tendered gr11taitousl!/? 

J conceive there will he 110 difficulty in persuading many natives to 
accept the l,lessings of education fur theil' women, when these shall be 
offered within their own doors. Few are so grossly insemible to the 
benefits of knowletlge as not to confer them upon thei1· daughters, if they 
can clo so at home without any expense to them~elves ;-though I am not 
sm·e whethe1· they will allow their wives to reap those advantages. In 
addition to the indifference wl1ich will he caused in their minds from the 
little hope that they will ha1·e of educating persons that have grown wild 
fo1· 15 01· 16 yea1·s, the great disadvantages under which a wife labouri; 
under her husband's roof while the elderly hl'anches of the family are 
:ilive, must prove obstacles to the cultivatiou of he1· mind, 
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6.-Same a9 No. 10 of q11ntion., proJWsed to Mrs. Wilson. 
If the lady referre1l to in this question di,l not go i111liscri111inatelr to 

any family withont lrnowing something in the first instance conceming 
the clrnracte1· of the people into whose house she went, she could certainly 
be secure airainst anuorance. Besides, the nati1•es have a deg1·ee of re­
spect for 1<:uropean Ia,lit>s which wonld always deter them from any impu­
dent 01· inhospitable act; a111l it is only in very rare and exceptionable 
cases that any annornnce may be experienced. 

7.-lf r. number of i11f{11t•11tial natives would give their countenance to a 
schemefm· p,.irnte educfltion, do you think tlwir e:r:amp/0 wonld nwterially in­
fi,unce the lou·er c/11sses to send their d,wghte,.s to sr/100/s ? 

Such 11ppears to be the growing feeling in favor of female etlncation, 
that I think a few examl'les of the kind allnclecl to in the question will 
be very exten~ively followed amonll" the Hindus ;-and the middling 
classe~ will then gra,lually wax hold and vent111·e to send thei1· girls to 
school. The lo,ver classe5 ( that is, those who are not much under the 
hontls which sor.iety imposes, and whose povel'ly a111l tle~rn1lation render 
them invulnerable so fin· as infamy is concerned), are in the hahit even 
now of sending girls to school upon the presentation of sufficient motives, 
such as a few pire or other bakshis being occasionally given to the chilch-en. 

9.-State 1/.'heiher you know qf any in,Yta11ce.~ in which domestic education 
has been tl'ied, whether the experiments harn been made under favourable cir­
cumstances, and what hat•e been the i·esults? 

I remerul>e1· one or two of my own acquaintances, who had successfully 
conducted the education of their wi,·es in the Bengali language by 
teaching them pril'ately in the night. I know also the case of one nearly 
1·elatecl to 111e, who failed in a similar endeavour. The circumstances 
uncler ll'liicl, such attempts were made were by no means fal'ourahle or 
auspicious. W liile the other women in the family railed at el'ery idea of 
education, the wife of an enlightened huslrnml could scarcely venture 
to art according to his better ad vice ; and therefore the success in the 
two cases abovementionecl was extraordinary, but the failure in the othe1· 
instance was natural. I know that many are deterred from attempt­
ing to teach thei1· wives privately from the little prospect of success that 
is before them. The case of a lacly visiting ancl instmcting in the day 
with permission from the master of the house woulcl be 1lifferent from 
those that I have just adverted to, since the respect which such a lady 
will command must protect the learne1· from the scoffs of her friends at 
least for several hours in the day. 

9.- :Same as corresponding ]Ito. of llfrs. Wilson's questions? 
The nnmbe1· of females in each family is on the a,·el'age about six or 

eight, including grown up and elderly women. 
10.-St11le in ge11eral wl11it 1J."011/rl be yow· views i·egarding a plcm fo1· send­

in,q a numbe1· qf' u:ell-qualifiedfenmle teachers f,·om Eui·ope for the purpose of 
leaching natit•efemales in their own houses. 

I shoultl thiuk if a number of 11ell-q11alifieil European females could be 
procured for the purpose of instructing the Hindu women in their own 
J,ouses, they would succeed under God in doing a very gTeat work. The 
tutoresses, however, would have to umlergo a deal of fatigue ancl put up 
with many i11C"o111·eniences, owing to the diversity of habits ancl manners 
between the Enroprans and the natives. 

11.-Favow· me ll'ilh auy other i·emarlcs that may occm· to you on the sub­
ject in gene,·al. 

No experiment of the kind having eve1· heen tried in this country, it is 
undoubtedly the duty of Eurnpean Christians not to leave it untl'ietl, and 
to offer knowledge and instruction in the very houses of their heathen 
~isters, since they will not be pel'suaded to come out of doors, The ouly 
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difficulty :ippears to be on thl' score of expense; but consiitering how 
much thP European commu11ity is indebted to this country wh1.1nce they 
1tre dnrning so much of ~-old and silver, and where thev exercise as it 
were a lordly sup1·emacy, I have no hesitation in saying that they owe it 
to the nati\'es, e,·en upon moral consitli>rations, to instruct a111) enlighten 
tl1eir sous and daughters; :ind, as in other efforts, so in this, of t>ducatiug 
Hindu f .. males, l'\'t'ry ci,·il and military officer, every merchant and traclt>s­
man; iu short, every intlivi,lual that has found his residence in India a 
source of t .. mporal profit and eartlily aggraruli:,ement, ought to give from 
a ~!'list' of dut\' whatever aid and e11couraict'111e11t he can. 

12. !/' m11i·1•nient, talk ouer the subject with some of yonr Hindll frienth, 
a11d dl'fai/ to me their se11timn1t., on the .m/,jecf, particUlarizing how far you. 
supprw• from yn"r knowledge qf the n,ifive <·h,,,·11cl"I' that tlu'.1/ will be prepared 
tu act 11µ to the sentinumt.y wliidi they m,iy e.1.pre8-~ to,, Cltn,tian miniJ·ter. 

I h,l\'e ofteu hHrl occasion to talk on the suhject with se\'eral Hind11 
frit>11ils, a11il they set>med mostly anxious to improl'e the minds of thei1· 
ft>urnll'S. But uot being in possession of any feasil>le plau whereby to 
attain their ohject, anti hei111: re,tricted hy prende11t custom from seuding 
women out of 1loors, they ge11ernlly gi"e up the idea of their education as 
chimerical and fanciful. But l am decidedly of opi11io11, that a goo,lly 
11u111l11°r would gladly arcept the services of a laJ.y, if they could get them 
fre<' of charge within their doors. 

13.-l/,n,e the goodne.~s to .fauou1· me with li',;nslations of any passages th11t 
"""!I occur to you in apµruverl native books, bearing upon the subject of female 
educ11tion, either for or against. 

In answer to this question we have been furnished with a 
)0111-; passage in Sanskrit verse with an English trnnslation, 
which we hope to be able to turn to good account in another 
quarter, but which it were needless tu insert here. 

Upon these answers we need not make a single remark. 
They agree in the general with one another, and with the 
opinions we had previously formed, and which we have stated 
in this paper. We reckon them all the more valuable on 
account of the unimpo1·t.i.nt diversities that occm in them, be­
cause these shew that the general agreement is not caused by 
the questions bei11g leading ones.-Eo. 

II .-Remarks on tlte Nature of .Muhammadanism. 

3.-0n the Nature of Sin. 
A religion which knows nothing of a holy God, or where the 

glol'ious attribute of his holiness is only slightly mentioned, 
where it is merely a matter of dead knowledge 01· metaphy­
sical speculation, and not the vital point _of all _in~po~tanc~, 
not the foundaLion and center of all, as III Chr1strnn1ty ; m 
such a religion we can never expect to meet with a conect 
view of the hateful nature of sin, 01· of its internal and spiritual 
character. And this is just the case with Muhammadanism. 
The ~Iuhamnrndans, as mentioned already, know in fact 
nothing of the liring and holy God; of the God whose nature 
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i!I infinite holiness, as revealed in scripture. It is trne they 
have heard from the Jews and Christians tlie name of this 
glorious attribute of God, and borrowed it from them ; but 
11eithe1· Muhammad not· any one of his followers h,,,·e ever 
understood its meaning <H" its practical bt>ari11g. They are quite 
unacquainted with the import of the di,,ine command, " Be 
ye holy, fut· I am holy;" and as a natural conseque11ce, they 
iLre also unacquainted with the actual nature of sin. Sin is 
understood by them only as an extemal act; with the sins of 
the he,u-t, with this world of u11seeu actions and countless 
transgressions they are quite 1111acq11ainted, or when ol>sen·ed, 
take no further notice of them. They acknowledge in­
deed that evil thoughts and desires are sin, but this confes­
sion is more formal than real, and these are therefore by the1n 
never regarded as bad and as hateful in the sig-ht of God as 
evil acts are, 11or belie\·ed to be of the same consequence; and, 
as it is clearly mentio11ed in severnl traditions that evil 
thoughts are 110 siu, this acknowledg1uent loses all prnctical 
power and iufluence. A man may therefo1·e be quite a good 
believer, and is regarded as such, if he only confesse5. to 
believe in God and Muhammad, repeats the form of their 
creed, anti performs the prescribed praye1·s and ceremonies, 
whateve1· the state of his hea,·t may be. With them faith 
can exist without love and holiness, and has in fact nothing 
to do with it. Sins, therefot·e, being regarded only as exterual 
acts, are counted and divided into small and great sins, ancl 
lying and false sweal'ing fot· certain ends or for good purposes 
is allowed, as will be seen from the following ext1·acts. It is 
said in the Mishcat ul Masabih, "God passetl1 over the for­
getfulness and mistakes of my sects, and forgives them what 
they do by compulsion." Mish cat, ml. ii. p. 817. At another 
place is said: " It is not right to lie, except in three cases: 
one, a man's telling lies to his wife to please her : the second, 
in wa1·; the third, in order to make peace between men." Iuid. 
p, 464. 

1n Ain ul Hay at, leaf 242, is thus written: "It is unlawful to 
say a truth, which might be injurious to a believer or endanger 
his life; and it is lawful and obligatory to tell a lie, when a 
believet· can be saved by it from death, imprisonment or from 
any loss. And in the case of a believer having intrusted us with 
some of his property, and an oppressor requiring it of us, we 
are obliged to deny having it, yea, we are even allowed to sweat· 
on oath, that none of the prnperty of that man is with us. 
And it is likewise lawful to tell a lie before an officer of customs, 
an oppressor, ot· a judge, if by telling the truth the property 
would be taken away from him.'' In the next page of the 
same book is mentioned, " It is said in a trndition from his 
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majesty, that there are three cases in which it is 1·ight and 
good to tell a lie ; in the treachery which they make use of in 
war, in the promises made to a wife, a11d in making peace 
among mc-n." In Haq ul Yaqin, leaf 240, is said, "Takia in 
tlrn land of Takia* is obligatory. An oath, sworn fo1· Takia 
and to escape oppression, is no sin, nor is any atonement re­
quired for it." And at anothe1· place of the same book (leaf 
2(-i I) it is mentioned, " False witness on account of Takia is 
allowed in case it should not occasion the death of a person ; 
and a false oath to remove oppression from one's self or from 
any other of the believers is lawful. In both these cases it is 
necessary to use as much dissimulation as possible. And 
Takia is allowed even in speaking blasphemous words, as 
Aaman did, and the ~\)mighty made known his excuse in the 
Qurant." 

That evil thoughts are not counted sin is mentioned at large 
in the following tradition; where is said: " It is related that 
his majesty Muhammad said: when a believer, a Banda, forms 
the intention of doing a good work, although he may not do 
it, God still writes down for it one good work in the book of 
his good works. And if he forms the intention of doing a sin, 
but does not actually do it, he does 11ot write down any thing 
against him. And when he executes his evil intention, they 
give him time seven hours: and the angel of his right side, 
who is the recorder of his good works, says to the angel of the 
left side!, who is the recorder of his evil deeds, do not be 
hasty in writi11g it down, peradventure he may do a good 
work which will blot out this sin.'' (Ain ul Hayat, leaf 80.) 
And at another place, where the circumstance of Muham­
mad's begging God to reduce the number of prayers is related, 
it is thus written: (God speaking to Muhammad) " Fo1· as 
thou hast assented to perform as many as five prayers, I shall 
therefore for this five bestow upon thee and thy people the 
merit of 50 prnyers, accepting every one prayer fo1· ten. And 
whosoever of thy people shall perform one good work, I shall 
write down fo1· him ten; and if he forms the intention of 

* Takia means religious dissimulation, with the view to escape per­
secution or oppression 011 account of one's religion. The laud of Takia 
they call the country where a Muhammadan is exposed to religious perse­
cution. But this doctrine is not approved of by the Sunnis, only the 
Shias hold it. 

t The passage of the Quran refened to in this tradition is found in 
Sale's Quren, vol. ii. p. 88. It is on this and some other passa~·es of the 
Quran that the Shias have gl'Ounderl the lawfulness of thei1· Takia. 

t The Muhammadans believe that every man is accompanied by two 
angels, carrying large books with them in which they record. all his 
doings. The goocl intentions produce an agreeable iind the evil a bad 
9mell, ancl hy this means the goocl as well as the had intentions of a man 
are known by these 1·ecorders, and they are enabled to record the forme1·. 
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doing a good work, but does not calTy it out, I shall ,vrite for 
him one good work. And whosoever of thy people forms the 
intention of, doing a sin, but does not actually do it, I shall 
not write it down against him, and if he does it I shall write 
down one sin." (Hayat ul Kulub, vol. ii. leaf li7.) 

That the belief in Muhammad or Muhammadanism has 
nothing to do with the state of the hea1·t and does not require 
internal purity, is clearly implied in the trnclitions just now 
mentioned ; but it is still more distinctly exp1·essed as well in 
many of those Hadiths which speak of the means of forgive­
ness of sin, as in the following tradition: where it is said: "It 
is related by Kulefoi, according to a trndition to be relied upon, 
that there was an oilman, who loved Muhammad very much, 
and who neve1· went to his daily work except he had seen 
first the beauty of his majesty. When he therefore for several 
days had not appeared, Muhammad, with some of his follow­
ers, went to inquire about him, but was told that he had died 
some days ago. His neighbou1·s said then, 0 prophet, he was 
a good man among us, but he had one bad habit. He said, 
what was it ? they said, he was addicted to fornication. 'fhe 
prophet of God replied : I swear by God, he loved me so 
much, that if he should have been even a dealer in free men, 
God would have forgiven him*." (Ibid. 370.) 

It will have bet:n observed that the Sunni traditions do 
not go quite so fa1· as those of the Shias in justifying and recom­
mending lying or false swearing, but, as they also approve of 
a lie unde1· ce1-tain circumstances, they likewise justify the 
pl'inciple. 

These extracts will sufficiently prove that Muhammadanism 
is unacquainted with the actual nature of sin ; that by it sin is 
taken only as an external act, and its internal character lost 
sight of altogether; and this will be still morn established by 
what shall be mentioned under the next head. 

4.-0n the Means of Forgiveness of Sin. 
As theii- notions of the nature of sin, so are also the means 

which the Muhammadans make mention of to attain forgive­
ness of sin by them. These are as superficial and external 
as the other, and altogt:ther irreconcilable with divine holi­
ne1,1s and justice, and incapable of exncising a purifying and 
sanctifying influence on man's heart. They shew clearly 
that Muhammadanism knows nothing of a holy God, and 
nothing of holiness of heart. 

One kind of means upon which they rely for forgiveness is 

* To kidnap free men, especially Musalmans, and sell them as slaves, 
is regarded by them as one of the greatest sins. 

VOL. I. T 
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Go<l's mercy, faith in God and Muhammad, and repentance*. 
But feeling that this was not enough to satisfy the conscience, 
and that they must have some thing else to grnund thei1· hope 
of forgiveness upon, they intrnduced Muhammad's interces­
sion and good works, of which the repetition of certain short 
formulas of prayer, and the reading of parts of the Quran form 
the most prominent part. 

It is to be remarked that nothing is mentioned in the Quran 
of Muhan11na<l's intercession; only his prayer for the believers 
and the ellicacy of it are mentioned. He, having 1·ejected the 
Christian doctrine of mediation, as unneces8ary and even as un­
worthy of an all-merciful and all-powerful God, never thought of 
giving himself the honour of being a mediato1· between man and 
God. But hi8 followers soon felt this want, and trying to malrn 
up for it, bestowed on him this honour very liberally in their 
traditions; a11d the Shias have added the Imams too, at least 
the three fu-st, that is Ali and his two suns, together with Fati­
ma. They even view the 8Ufferings which Hassan and Hussain, 
the two sons of Ali, had to endure from the othe1· party, the 
Sunnis, as highly me1·itorious for them. There ai·e many trn­
ditions which 8peak of the great efficacy of Muhammad's inter­
cession, and some even go so far as to make it the principal 
ground of forgiveness for sin and salvation. It is thus related 
in a tradition from Anas : " M usalmans will be prevented 
from moving, on the day of resurrection, so that they will be 
sad and say, would to God we had asked grace from om che­
risher, and produced one to intercede for us. Then these men 
will come to Adam and say: you are Adam the father of all 
men, ask grace for us from your cherisher. And Adam will say, 
I am nut in that degree of eminence, "·hich you suppose me." 
They then make the same application to Noah, Abraham and 
Moses, and al8o to Jesus; but all decline it, saying, that they 
do not possess that high degree as to be able to intercede for 
them. Jesus will then direct them to Muhammad: "then the 

* The word faith is with the ;\Juliammadans only a dead letter, and not 
that living principle, conveyed through the word of faith, which sepa­
rates from sin and unites to God, as the Christian faith may be termed. 
Under faith they understand nothing more than the dead assent to thei1· 
creed, and the extemal profession and repetition of it. Such a faith cim 
tl1erefore ne\'er satisfy the guilty conscience, fo1· tl1is wiints a faith in an 
all.sufficient atonement and in a divine mediation to find rest all(l peace. 
And repentance in like manner is hut a dead word, and consists, 11s they 
define it, in the acknowledgment of one's sin, connected with the desi1·e 
not to do it again, and in restitution where it is practicable. Of the con­
trition of heart which flows from faith and leads to faith, and in which 
the soul perceives the hateful nature of sin and learns to hate it, of this 
the only true repentance the ;\J ul1ammadans know nothing. And how could 
they ? as they do not believe in a sanctifying Holy Ghost, and in a·diviue 
Mediator, who is the life and the truth. 
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Musalmans will come to me, said Muhammad, and I will ask 
permission to go into God's court, which will be given, and I 
will !':ce Almiµ;hty God, I will prostrate myself before h!m, and 
he will kl0 ep me, so long as he will, and then he will say: 
Raise up yom head, 0 Muhammad! and say what you wish 
to say, it will be !ward, a11<l approved; and ask grnce fo1· who­
erer you like, it will be approved. 1'hen I will raise up my 
head, and praise and glorify my cherisher. Afte1· that I will 
inte1·ce<lt' for them ; an<l God will say, Intercede for a pa1·ticu­
la1· class. Then I will come out from the presence, an<l bring 
that particular class out of hell-fire, an<l will bring them into 
paradise. Afte1· that I will go to God's comt, to ask grace fo1· 
another particular class; and will bdng them out of hell, and 
introduce them into paradise. Aftc1· that I will go again into pa­
radise, and in this way will I <lo for all Musalmans, so that none 
but the infidels will remain in hell." Mishcat, vol. ii. p. 604 
and 99. It is related according to an authentic tradition that 
Muhammad said: "The Almighty wrnte above his thrnne my 
greatness and glo1·y in ten names, and through every prophet he 
made known the good tidings of my coming to that people to 
whom the prnphet was sent; and in the Old and New Testa­
ment my name is mentioned many times. In the Quriin he 
called me Muhammad (the illustrious, the glorious), for at the 
day of judgment every people and sect shall pay homage to 
me, because no one except myself or l>y my permission shall 
make intercession at the last day.'' (Hayiit ul Kulub, vol. ii. 
leaf 60.) In another tradition it is mentioned that Muhammad 
said to Ali, " I can gh·e you the glad tidings of which Gabriel 
informed me, that whosoever of my people sends his good 
wishes and prayer;; to me, and afte1· me to my family (that 
is, to the Imams) the door of heaven will l>e opened for him, 
and the angels will send him 70 good wishes (congrntula­
tions), and if he has committed any sins, his sins will fall off 
as the leaves fall from a tree." (Ain ul Hayiit, leaf 184.) 
In another place it is mentioned, that Muhammad said, 
H There are four classes of people for whom I shall make inter­
cession at the day of judgment, although thei1· sins should be 
as many as the sins of all the people in the world, and they 
are those who assist the people of my house, viz. the Imams, 
who afford them relief when needed, who love them with 
heart and mouth, and who remove dange1· and damage from 
them. (lbi<l. leaf 45.) And at the same place it is, according 
to another tradition, thus said: " \Vhoever lo,·es us the people 
of the house, his sins shall foll off, like as when a strnng wind 
shakes the leaves from the trees." The excellency and mediato­
rial merits of Fatima, or of her great veil, are described in the 

T 2 
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following tradition : His Majesty said: " Fatima is the best of 
all women, and when the Almighty shall awake all the crea­
tul'es, the fil'st and the last, then the outcl'icr of heaven shall 
call out from the Al'sh : 0 all ye creatul'es, shut your eyes 
till Fatima, the daughte1· of Muhammad and the lady of the 
women of the worlds, has passed the Sernt 0l' the bridge*. 
Then all Cl'eaturcs will shut theil' eyes, except Muhammad 
and Ali and her children the Imams; she passes then the 
bridge, having spl'ead the skirts of hel' veil ovel' it in such a 
way that one end of it is in parndise in the hand of Fatima 
all(! the other end on the plain of l'esurl'ection, (that is, on the 
plain where all people shall be collected afte1· having been 
raised from the dead, awaiting their judgment.) Then our 
God's outcrier calls out : 0 friends of Fatima, adhere to the 
th1·eads of Fatima's veil, who is the best of all ,vomen ! Who­
soeve1· then is a friend of this glorious lady takes hold of one 
of the threads; and there shall adhel'e to it more than ten 
Faams, eve1·y Faam amounting to one million; and all these 
shall be sa\'cd from the fil'e of hell by the blessing of 
the veil of this glorious lady." (Hayat ul Kuhib, leaf 105.)­
This is clearly an imitation of what the Muhammadans have 
l1eal'd from the oriental Cluistians of the inte1·cession of Mary 
the mothe1· of Christ. The idea of the inte1·cession of the 
Imams seems also to have been bol'l'owed from the same 
source. 

The great efficacy of prayers and l'eacling of the Qman to 
take off and blot out all sins is described in the following 
man11e1·. It is said in one tradition: "\Vhoe,·e1· l'eads often 
the Sura Sala sail the Almighty will take 110 account of any of 
bis sins, and will let him dwell in the paradise with God's 
prophet." In another tradition is said : " One who 1·eacls the 
Surn Sejda e\'ery Friday night, the Almighty will give him at 
the day of the resurrection his book in his right hand, and shall 
not call him to account though he ue a si1111e1·.'' (Aiu ul Hayat, 
leaves 108 and 21 I.) Again it is thus written: "It is related 
from Imam Baker, that whosoever performs two Rukatt of 
prayer and understands what he is saying, when he has finished 
his praye1· not a sin remains more upon him." (Ibid. leaf 

* The Serat is the bridge, which according to Muhamma,lan doctrine 
is suspended above hell. It is as thin as a hait·, and as sharp as a razor. 
Over this bridge every one has to pass: the unbelie\'er, not beinA" able to 
pass, it will tum hie down into hell beneath; but the believer will cross it 
like lightning, anil then ente1· paradise. 

t A llukat, they call all the different positions ancl motions of tl1e body, 
as lifting up the hancls to the hea,l, kneeling down, touching the ground 
with thei1· forehead, rising up again, &c. which tht!y have to go through 
each time they repeat certain prnyers or words; fou1· of these Rukats 
they have to perform at every namilz, or daily prayer. 
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14.) Again it is said: "Any one ,vho is a-whole night engaged 
in prayer, so that he sometimes is occupied in reading the 
Qmiin, another time in prnyer, and another time in adoration 
and prnise of God, so much merit will be bestowed upon him 
that the smallest of it will be, that he will be as free from all sin, 
as at the day when he was I.Jorn ; and in the record of his works 
there will l.Je written as many good works as all the people of 
God have ever performed, and the Almighty shall ,;ay to the 
angels: 0 my angels, look at this my servant, who has, to 
obtain my favour, been through a whole night engaged in 
worship. He shall dwell in the Finlaus of paradise (this is in 
the highest paradise), and gi,·e you unto him lU0,0UU towns 
in that paradise, and in every town all that his senses may re­
quire." (Ibid. leaf 189,) Again in another tradition it is thus 
related : " That whosoeve1· reads the Sura, Kul huallah ahad 
one time, the Almighty will send him a blessing; and if he reads 
it twice, he will send a blessing on him and his family; but if he 
reads it a hundred times, the Lord of the univc1·se will for­
give him the sins of 25 years. Aud he who reads it 400 times, 
the Loni will bestow upon him the merits of 400 martyrs ; and 
he who reads it l000 times in one day and night, he shall 
not die till he h:ls seen his place in paradise." (Ibid. leaf 
215.) Again it is said: "It is, according to a trndition to be 
relied upon, related by Imam J afer, that every believe,· who com­
mits 40 great sins during one day and night, and says with peni­
tent feelings Istaghfi1· alla alazi la illaha ilia hu-alhai-ulkayum, 
&c. that is, May that God forgi,·e me besides whom is no 
other, ancl who is the living and the eternal, &c. in truth the Al­
mighty" ill f01·give him his sins." (Ibid. leaf 2o I.) And again, 
at another place, is said," It is according to au authentic tradi­
tion related by Imam Jiifer, that whosoeve1· afle1· the Namazi 
asser (that is, after the afternoon prnyer) says l00 times lstigh­
fiir, the Almighty will forgive 700 sins; and if he should not have 
iOO sins, the quantity needed to make up the nu1111.Je1· will be 
taken from the sius of his father ; and if his father also should 
not have so many, then they will be taken from the sins of his 
moth et·; and in case she should not have so many, then the sins 
will be taken from his son, and then from the uearest relati,·es 
till the sum be made up." (Ibid. kaf 165.) 

The same efficacy to pt·ocm·e forgiveness of sin is also in the 
Mishd.t given to the reading of parts of the Qman and the 
repetition of certain forms of prnyer. It is said, "That the 
person who does Wadu* properly, then comes to the Friday 

* Wadu is called the washing of face, 1,ands and feet, which is to be 
performed l>efo1·e eve1·y prayer, and without which the prayer is inefficient. 
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prayers, hears the Khutbah* and sits silent; his faults will be 
pardoned between that Friday and the next, and three days 
in addition." (Mis heat, vol. i. p. :30 I.) At anothe1· place is said, 
"Verily there are 99 11ames fo1· Goel, an(l whoever counts them 
shall enter paradiset." (Ibid. p. 5-:12.) Again is rel:1ted: ",Vho­
soever says Subhan Allah (praise to God) and Bahamdihi (glory 
to hi111) a hundred times in a day, his faults shall be silenced, 
though they be as great as the wans of the sea." And at 
the ~ame place it is mentioned in another tradition : " His 
Highncs~ said: repeat Subhan All{th a hundred times, and 
then a thousand virtues shall be written fo1· you, ten vi1·tuous 
deeds for each repetition, or a thousand faults shall be put away 
from you." (Ibid. pp. 547 and 548.) Again at anothe1· place 
it is thus written, (. \Vhoever shall say when wishing to go to 
sleep, I ask forgi\·eness of that God except whom there is no 
other, thrice, God pardons his faults, although they may be 
numernus as the waves of the sea, or equal to the sands of 
the desert, or in number equal to the leaves of the trees, or as 
many as the days of the world." (Ibid. p. 574.) And again 
in a11othe1· trndition it is mentioned : " \Vhen a se1·vant says, 
La ilaho ill'allahi, la haula wa la quwato illa-billahi ; that is, 
There is no God Lut me, and there is no power and strength 
except in me ; the person who repeats these words in sickness, 
and dies in it, the fire of hell will not eat him," (Ibid. p. 550.) 

Besides these mean,;, mention is made in the Qurau and trn­
dition of alms, fasting, and pilgrimage as highly meritorious, 
and as effective to procure forgiveness of sin as the means 
spoken of in the trnditions meutioned above. But as they are 
of the same nature as those we have gi\·en here, and as it would 
lead us too far, we shall uot give any extracts from them. 

It must at the lirst sight, be to every one a matte1· of no 
small surprise how the -~,Inha111mada11s, after having received 
or borrowed from the scriptures some knowledge of the only 
true God, could treat thus lightly and frivolously the ua­
tnre of sin and the means of forgiveness. But here is the 
fact, and it is clear that by doing so they disavow in reality 
the holiness as well as the j nstice of God, and deny prncti­
cally the only true, holy and living God, howeve1· much 
they may make mention of His own name and glo1·ious at­
tributes. But as they have rejected Christ, the centre of 
scripture and the life of the world, their borrowed know­
ledge could not otherwise but remain a dead letter, not being 

* Khutbuh is the repeating of the pi-aise of God and Muhammad after 
the prayer. 

t For the purpose of repeating nnd counting these names of God, the 
more wealthy of the l\luhammadaus can·y commonly a 1·osai-y with them. 
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able to give them any spiritual light or life, and could there­
fore not preserve them from bclit:ving in a lie and trusting in 
vanity. 

5.-0n the Nature of the Punishment of Hell. 
The punishment of the ungodly or unbelie\'ers begins in the 

gra,·c immediately after thei1· bodirs are buried. The Muham­
madans call this the Sawal i qabr, or the examination of the 
grave, which is thus described in the trnditions: " The pro­
phet of God said, when a dead body is placed in its grave, verily 
he heareth the noi,;;c the people make iu walking away; then 
two black angels come to him with blne eyes, the one is 
Munki1· and the other Nakir, aud make him sit up in the grave 
and ask him about the prophet of God. If the dead person 
be a Musalman, he will bea1· witness to the unity of God and 
the mission of Muhammad, when the angels will say: \Ve 
knew thou wouldest say so; afte1· which the grave will be 
expanded 7000 yards in length and 7000 in hreadth. After 
that a light will he given for the grave, and it will be said, 
Sleep like the bridegrnom, till God shall raise thee up from this 
grave on the day of the resunection. But if the corpse be 
that of a hypocrite or unbeliever, it will be asked, what say­
est thou about Muhammad? It will answer, I lrnow him not. 
A11ll the angels will reply, we knew thou wouldest say so. 
Then the ground will be ordered to close upon it, and the grave 
will be so contracted as to break the bones of each side, after 
which an angel will come to it, deaf and dumb, with a mace 
of irnn, with which if a mountain were struck it would turn it 
to dust. Then the angel will strike the body with the mace, 
the noise of which (that is, of the !ltriking of the body and the 
cry of the dead man) will be heard by every thiug between the 
east and the west excepting the genii and man ; and it will 
turn to dust: afte1· which the soul will be returned to it again, 
and it will be tormented till the day of resmrection." (Mish­
cat, vol. i. pp. 38-40.) 1'he same description is given by the 
Persian writt'l'S of the punishment of the grave. 

Another punishment besides that of hell, will he the dreadful 
heat aud prnfuse perspiration of the people, being all collected 
on one vast plain waiting fo1· their judgments. This has been 
hinted at already iu one of the fonne1· traditions, and mention is 
made of it as well by the Shias as L,y the Sunnis. It is described 
thus in the Mishcat ul Musabih, vol. ii. p. 592. " Makdad 
said : I heard his Highness say : the sun will be brought near 
man, at the day of resul'l'ection, the distance of two miles ; 
and men will pe1·spire agreeably to their actions : some of them 
to their very heels, and those are such of few good actions ; 
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and some of them will pel'spire to their knees, an<l some to 
thei1· waists, and some to their mouths, like a hl'idle." And 
in anothe1· tradition, at the same page, it is said : " Men will 
perspire at the day of resurrection to such a degree, that it will 
go iO cuhits into the earth ; and it will be to their mouths 
like a bridle, and will pl'event them from speaking." 

The description of the various punishments of hell is thus 
gi,·en in their traditions. It is related, that Muhammad asked 
the angel Gabriel about the fire of hell, who replied: " 0 :Mu­
ham111a<l, the Almighty commanded that they should blow up 
,vith the bellows the fire of hell ; and they blew up the fire of 
hell for a thousand years till it became white. Then they blew 
it up another thousand years, and it became red; and ag-ain they 
blew it up for a thousand years till it became black ; and now 
it is black and dark. And if one drnp of the matte1·, collected 
from the sweat and the dirt of the people of hell, which, being ' 
boiled in the cal<lrons of hell, is given instead of water to the 
people in hell, should be poured in the wate1· drunk by the 
inhabitants of this world, all the world would die of its bad 
taste. And if one link of the chain, which is 70 cubits long, 
and laid upon the neck of the people in hell, were to be put 
upon the earth, the whole world would melt from its heat. 
Aud if one of the shirts of the people in hell, were to be 
hung up between heaven and earth, all the people of the world 
would die away from its bad smell. The people of hell after 
having been cast into it, will use all thei1· endeavours for 70 
years to reach the top of it. But when they have at last an-ived 
at the boundary of hell, the angels give them such a blow ou 
their sculls, with their iron maces, that they tumble down 
again to the bottom of hell. Then they receive a new skin 
over thei1· body, that the pains of hell may be felt the mme 
by them." (Ain ul Hayat, leaf 164.) In another tradition 
at the same place is said : " The people of hell cry like 
dogs and wolves on account of the great pain they are suffer­
ing. In the midst of the fire they are hungry and thirsty, and 
deaf and dumb and blind, and thei1· faces are black: they give 
them to drink the hot water of hell instead of cooling water; 
and instead of food they give them to eat the fruit of the 
Sakkum tree*. With hooks they tear thefr bodies, and with 
iron maces they a1·e beaten ; angels stout and fie1·ce to1·­
ture them, showing no mercy. They drag them into the fire 
of hell, and chain them together with the devils, and fasten 
thei1· necks in fetters. They wish to die, but cannot; and 
after every punishment another punishment, still mo1·e severe, 

" This is a tree in hell the fruits of which, they say, are the devils' heads. 
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awaits them. When the watery matter of hell is brought 
near them, the skin and flesh of thei1· faces gets boiled, and 
falling off mixes up with their drink; and when they drink it, 
it bums and destroys all their entrnils." In anothet· tradition 
it is mentioned : " 1'here m·e such in hell of whose sides the 
angels cut off the flesh with scissors, and th1·ow it into their 
mouths." ( Hayat ul Kulub, vol. ii. leaf 1 i 4.) And of others it is 
said: that "they have shoes of fire on their feet, and the straps 
to fasten them are likewise of fire, the heat of which is so 
severt>, that the l>rain is l>oili11g by it in their sculls." (Ain ul 
Hu~·at, leaf 166.) Again in another tradition it is thus related: 
"There is a valley in hell, in which are 330 castles, and in 
every castle 300 houses, and in every house 40 cells, and in 
nery cdl a black serpent, and in the belly of ei·ery serpent, 
330 scorpions, and in the sting of every scorpion 330 buckets of 
poison. And if only one of these scorpions should pour out 
his poison on the people of hell, it would be enough to destroy 
them all." (Ibid. leaf 165.) About the figlll'es of the people in 
hell it is said, "Their lower lip hangs down, so that it reaches 
the navel, and the upper lip reaches up to the forehead." (Ibid. 
leaf W6.) It is furthe1· said by Abu Hurairah, according to a tra­
dition to be relied upon, "that the distance between an infidel's 
ears, in hell fire, is a three <lays' journey fo1· a man on horse­
back galloping all the way." And in another trndition it is 
said, "Verily the thickness of an infidel's skin is 42 cubits; 
and \'erily his teeth are like the mountain of Ohud ; and his 
sitting place in hell is the same distance as between Mecca and 
Medinah." Mishcat, vol. ii. pp. 635 ancl 636. To give an i<lea of 
the depth (If hell they ha,·e the following story: "According 
to a tl'Ue tradition it is related, that his majesty the prophet said, 
In the night, as I made the journey to heaven, I heard, when 
on the road, such a feal'ful sound that I got quite frightened. 
Gab1·iel then said, Have you heard it, 0 Muhammad! I said, 
Yes; he said, This was the stone which has 70 years' ago been 
thrown down from the top of hell, and now only it has reached 
the bottom." (Ain ul Hayat, leaf 166.) Quite the same de­
scription of hell is given in the Sunni traditions, as contained in 
the Mishcat, vol. ii. pp. 634 sqq. ' 

\Ve might have added many more traditions of this descrip­
tion, but these a1:e enough to show, what grnss materialism 
the Muhammadans have sunk into as it respects their riew 
of the punishments of sin, and how much they have corl'Upted 
and how grossly misrepresented the ideas and figures of the 
scriptures about the punishments of the ungodly, of which 
thev no doubt have heard from Chl'istians and Jews. But 
as the Christians as well as the Jews, at the time of Muham-

voL. I, U 
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mad and subsequently, were sunk in great ignorance and m:1t.e­
rialism, we arc not to be surprised at seeing the Muhamnrndaus 
treading in their footsteps. These went, howeve1·, much further 
than the forme1·, and therefore their deseription of hell, as well 
as of para<li~e, has become such a gross material and sensual 
one as is represented in their traditions. 

6.-0n Paradise. 
As we ha,·e found prevailing the grossest materialism in all 

that has hitherto been extro1 cted from the traditions, so we meet 
with still more of it in the traditions describing the Bchesht 
or paradise of the Muhammadans. All is but sensual enjoy­
ment there. This is already in the Qurau descrilied luxuri­
ously enough, but the authors of the traditions ha,,e done all in 
thei1· power to make it still more a~reeablc to the senses, and 
ha\'e gone iu the description of its pleasures beyond all bounds, 
as will be seen by the extracts we shall here give from those 
traditions, 

The author of Haq ul Yakin, begins in the 15th chapter of 
his book, the description of the M nhammadan paradise with 
these words:" Paradise is the mansion of perpetuity and rest; 
there is no death, there they do not get old, there are no blind, 
no deaf, there is neither pain nor sickness, nor any other ki11d 
of distress, neithe1· envy nor strife; there are no poor or needy; 
whatner a man's soul may desire and whatever may delight the 
eye, this is prepared there fOI' him, and he never shall go out of 
it." And at another place it is thus mentio11etl by the same 
author: "It is related, according to a trne tradition, that 
Abu Bazi1· said to his highness the Imam Jafer: 0 son of the 
prophet of God, relate to me some of the things and enjoy­
ments of paradise, to make me long for it. He said, 0 
Ahn Muhammad, verily the sce11ts of paradise are smelled at 
a distance of a thousand years' journey, and to the lowest of 
the people of paradise, they giv~ so much, that if all men and 
gins should come to his dwelling, and eat of his food, and 
drink of his wine, there would be enough for all of them, and 
still his stock would remain undiminished. And when the 
meanest of the inhabitants of paradise enters it, he sees three 
gardens before him ; and entel'ing the lowest, he finds there 
win~, and servants, and rivers, and fruits as many as God will. 
Then after having offered up his prnise and thanksgiving to 
God, they tell him to look upward, when he beholds many 
more of the gifts of God than in the former garden, and in the 
third garden still more than in the second ; and abounding in 
joy he says : Thou, 0 Lord, art worthy of praise, for thou hast 
1mved me from the fire, and placed me in these paradises. I 
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saill, Tell me more, that my desire may increase. He said, 0 
Abu Muhammad ; there is a rivet· on both banks of which grow 
maidens out of the earth. ,vhen one of the believers passes by 
one of these maidens, and she pleases him, then he plucks her 
up, and the Almi~hty causes another to grow in its place. Abu 
Bazit· said, Prav tt-11 me more. He said, God will in paradise 
bestow on e,·er~· believet· 800 girl!. and 4000 wives and 2 Hu.ris*. 
These girls remain always virgins, and the Huris, the girls with 
the black eves, have been created from the luminous earth of 
pai·adise. 'i'heir body is shining thrnugh their 70 dresses, and 
their heart is a looking-glass for the believer, in which, on 
account of its exceeding purity and clearness, he can see his 
face." (Aiu ul Hayat, leaf 167.) In anothe1· trnditio11 it is said, 
that Muhammad informing Ali of the things in paradise said, 
" There are halls, and upon these halls are rooms and other 
still lat·g-er halls, and undet· them flow the rivers of paradise. 
He said. Fo1· whom ha,·e these halls bet!ll built, 0 prophet of 
God ? His majesty said : 0 Ali, these halls ha" God built 
for his friends of pearls and p1·ecious stones. Their ceilings 
are of gold, aud adorned with silver. Every hall has a thou­
sand doors of gold, and every door has an angel as door­
keeper. And in these halls are spt·ead the finest ca1·pets of 
silk and brncade of different colours ; and between the carpet­
ing thry have put of the musk and amber and campho1· of 
parndise. When the believer enters these dwellings they put 
a kingly crown on his head, and round the crown they place a 
wreath of peads and rubies, and clothe him with 70 fine cloths 
of different colout·s, bordered with borders of gold and silver, 
and decorated with pearls and rnbies. When the believer 
sits down on his thl'One, it shakes and jumps u1J for joy; and 
when the helie,•e1· has seated himself, then the angel, who is 
the superinteudant over his gardens, begs leave to entet· to pre­
sent his congratulations fo1· the mercies of Goel bestowed upon 
}1im. Then the maid and men-servants of the believet· tell 
bim, Stop here awhile, for the friend of God has been pleased 
to recline on his throne, and one of his Huris is going to wait 
on him; witit he1·e till the friend of God has seen her. Then 
the Hu.ri comes forth from her tent, and walks towards the 
throne of the believer, accompanied by her maid-servants, and 
weal'ing 70 dresses adorned with rubies and pearls and eme­
ralds. Her dt·esses are coloui-ed with musk and amber, on her 
head she wears a precious crown, and her shoes are of gold, 
inlaid with rubies and peal'ls. \Vhen she comes neat· the 
friend of Goel he intends to get up out of affection to her, but 
she says : 0 friend of God, this is not a day of trouble for you, 

* lo other places it is said that they receive 70 Huris. 
u 2 
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do not get up, I am for thee and thou for me; then they 
embrnce one another for 500 years without getting tired 
of one another. The Almighty sends then a thousand angels 
to congratulate him on his arrival in paradise, and to marry the 
H uri to him ; and when they anive at the first door of the 
paradise of the believer, they say to the angel who is the 
keeper of this door, Go and inform the friend of God, that 
the Loi·d of the univer!;e has sent us to congrntulatc him on 
his arrival in paradise. He then tells it to the next door keep­
er, and he again to the next till it reaches the last, who says 
to him, The messengers of God the Almighty a1·e standing at 
thy door; they are 1000 angels, sent by God, to congratulate 
you; the11 he gives orders to let them come in. Then they come 
in e,·ery one at one of the doors of the hall, and deliver the 
mission of thei1· Lord. And to this refer the words of the Quran 
where it is said: The angels come in to them at every one of the 
doors of their houses, and say, The pt!ace of God be with you." 
(Ibid. leaf 169.) At another place it is mentioned that Muham­
mad said : " The castles and enclosures of parndise are built 
of bricks, of which one is of gold, another of silver and again 
another of ruby ; and instead of mortar musk is used, and 
the tuuets of the castles are of red, green and yellow 
rubies." (Ibid. l 7 I.) Again Ali asked Muhammad, "When 
they have entered paradise, what is theii· employment there? 
He answered, They sit in the boats, and take pleastll'e-trips on 
the two large rivers. The boats are of rnbies, and the oars of 
pearls ; and in those boats al'e angels of light, and their clothes 
aTe g1·een." (Ibid. 171.) Again at anothe1· place it is said: 
" The fruits are so near unto them, that any one of the fruits 
for which the belie,•er feels a desire, he can take with his 
mouth, without being obliged to move, though he may be reclin­
ing on his couch. Verily the different kind of fruits shall 
begin to speak and call out to the friend of God: Take and 
eat me first. And he, Muhammad, said, There is not one of 
the believers who has not many gardens, some with high 
trees, and others with tree1,; bending dmvn to the earth. He 
is blessed with rivers of wine, and with ril·ers of water, and of 
milk, and of honey. And if the friend of God wishes to take 
any foo<l, without ordering they bring him immediately what 
he wished*. Sometimes he is engaged in private conversa­
tion with his brothe1· believers; sometimes they go and call 
upon one another, and walk in thei1· garden to enjoy the air 

* According to other traditions, the Muhammadans say, that their 
meals in paradise consist of a hundred dishes, and that wine is handed 
roun,1 by fai1· youths of which they may drink without bounds, as it nei­
ther ineb1·iatcs 1101· produces a head-ache. 
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of paradi!-,e, which is like the air between the dawn of the 
morning aml the l'ising of the sun, only much more agreeahle ; 
and sometimes he iH in the company of his wi\'es, a while with 
t.he Huri, Rml a while with the wife of this world. Auel some­
times when reclining on his conch, he gets strnck hy a sudden 
bel\ln of light. He asks then his servants where this beam of 
light had l;ome from? Tht>y say, 'l'his is the light of one of thy 
Hu.1·is, which thou hast not yet seen; she has put out her head 
out of her teut, allll looked towards thee with great love and 
dn,ire for thee; and when she saw thee reclined on the couch, 
she smiled out of ~1·eat love and joy, and the beam which thou 
hast seen, and the light which did surround thee, wits from the 
whitene!-is, and pureness, and beauty of he1· teeth. Then the 
friend of God says: Allow ht>r to go out of her dwelling and to 
1·ome to me. Tht>u thousands of men aud maid-servants run 
ttnd bring the tidings to the Huri, and she comes out of her 
tt'llt dres~ed with iO of the finest dresses, through which he1· 
le!(S can he seen, and adorned with pearls and rnbies. Her 
hei~ht is 70 cubits, and the l.,readth of her back 10 cuhits. She 
presents him, iu approaching hi•n, with plates full of pre­
l:ious stones; and then they remain togethe1· for a long time, 
without getting tired of one another." (Ibid. leaf 170.) As 
according to the tradition, just now mentioned, the fruits 
of 1>aradise reach do\vn to the believer's mouth, so the fowls 
flying about in parndise come down roasted and boiled upon 
the believer's plate the moment he wishes for them, as men­
tioned in the following tale. It is related that Muhammad 
!!aid, "Vt>rily there are birds of different ldnds in paradise, 
t:vcry one as larg-e as a camel, flying about in the fields of 
paradise; as soon as one of the friends of Muhammad desires 
to eat one, they come immediately down before him, the fea­
the1·s plucked off and ready dressed without the need of fire, 
one side roasted and the other side boiled ; and when he has 
eaten as much as he wanted, and said, Alhamdu lillah rab ul 
alamin, that is, Praised be God the Lord of the universe, then 
the bird gets quickened again, and flying up in the air, he 
glories himsdf above the other birds of paradise, and says, 
Who is like me, fu1· of me has the friend of God eaten by his 
permission." (Hayat ul Kulub, vol. ii. leaf 107.) After all the 
belie,·er offe1·s up also his thanks and prayers to God fo1· all 
these unbounded enjoyments. It is mentioned " that his 
majesty said : when they h1n·e received all they wanted, and 
enjoyed the delights of eating and drinking and of the com­
pany of theh· Hu1·is and wives, after having done with this, 
they offer up the praise of God by saying, Alhamdu lillah 
rab ul alamin." (Aiu ul Hayat, leaf 170,) As the Muham-
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madans eat so much in their paradise, they tell us in the 
following- tradition, how the inconvenience of the natural 
erncnati;ms of the body is removed. They relate "that his 
majt'sty said: the people of paradise are not subject to any of 
the natmal evacuations of the body, but all is removed by 
perspiration, which smells better than musk." (Ibid. leaf I 70.) 
Another pleasure of paradise consists in the won<lel'ful tree, 
called Tuba, which is described in the following manner: 
"Tuba is a tree in paradise, the trnnk of which is in the house 
of his majesty the prophet, and there is no believer in whose 
house is not one of its brnnches, and there is nothing he may 
wish for, which he cannot get from this brnnch. If a swift 
horse gallops for a hundred years it will not gf't out of its 
shade, and if a crow flies up from its bottom, it will grow 
white with age before it reaches the top of it, From the top 
of the tree grow forth fine dresses, and from the bottom pro­
ceed horses with saddle and bridle and endowed with wings, 
and free from the inconvenience of evacuations. The friends 
of God mount them, and fly about on them in paradise to 
whatever place they wish." (Haq ul Yakin, leaf 204.) 

These are specimens of the Shia ti·aditions about the nature 
of their paradise, respecting which they ha\"e a great number 
of traditions of this kind, of which are however several of such 
a natme that even common propriety would not allow the 
mention of them, and even in these mentioned we have been 
obliged to leave out severnl imprope1· expressions, and change 
others for more prnper ones. We shall now give also a few ex­
trnets from the Sunni traditions, to show that they are the same 
and of no better nature than those of the Shias. It is said, "If 
a woman of the women of paradise was to come dO\vn upon 
parth, verily she would give splenclo1· to e,·ery thing between 
hea\·en aud rarth, and would fill every thing between them with 
a s\\ert smell." Again, "Vel'ily there is a tent for a Musalman 
in parndise of one pearl, its interior empty, its breadth 60 cos, 
a11d in every corne1· of it will be his wives; and they will not 
see 011e another; and he will go round to each of them to 
enjoy tlu·ir co111pa11y : and there are two paradises with sih·er 
\'t's,-t'ls, a11d every othe1· thing of silver; and thern are two 
paradi:;es with every thing of gold in them ; and there is 110 

curtain between men and their beholding their chel'isher, 
t>xcq>t the mantle of glory and greatness." Again is men­
t iont'd: "As111aa said: l hea1·d his majesty say, a man on horse­
lJaek n,ight ride under the hrnuches of Sidrat ul muntaha* 
for a hundred years : in it are motbst of gold, and its fruit is 

'' This is another tree besides the Tuba already mentioned. 
t These muths, as some say, are a kind of angels, with wings like gold. 
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like water-pots. And there is a river in paradise, the water 
of which is whiter than milk, and sweeter than honev, and on 
it are birds whose necks are like the necks of camels ; they are 
fat a11d plump, and the eaters of those birds a1·e plumper and 
fatte1· than they, A man said, Are there horses in paradise? 
His majesty s,ti<l, Verily, if God brings you into parn<lise, yon 
will not wish to ride upon a rnby horse, which will fly away 
with you to any part of paradise you m,iy wish to go, hut he 
will be given to you. A man said : 0 messen~er of God ! are 
the1·e camels in paradise ? His majesty said : if God takes you 
into paradise, the1·e will be every thing for you which your 
senses can desire, and which can delight your eye." In another 
tradition it is said: '' Verily there is a bazar in paradise, in which 
there is no buying or selling, except good figures of men and 
women : then when men or women wish for good figures, they 
ente1· it, a11cl become handsome1· than before :" and again it is 
related, that Sayad ibn l\fusaib said to Muhammad, "0 mes­
srnger of Goel ! shall we see our Cherisher ? He said, Yes, do 
you doubt about seeing the sun ? We said, no. His majesty 
said, in I ike manner you will not doubt of seeing your Che1·ishe1·, 
a11d uot one will be there but will speak to Gotl without an 
instructor. Then God will remind him of his sins ; and the 
man will say, 0 my Cherishe1· ! did you not pa1·don my sins ? 
anci he will say : Yes, I forgave you, and it is by my boundless 
kindness that you have arrived at this eminence. Then 
whilst the people of paradise arc in this situation, a cloud will 
come above them, and rnin down perfumes upon them, such 
as they had neve1· met with before : and our Cherisher ,vill say : 
Stand up and go towards the thing which I have prepared for 
you, from my value for you, Then we shall come to a bazar 
where angels are assembled, and shall see such things as eyes 
uenr beheld, 1101· ears heard, or the like of which ever passed 
into the heart and mind*; and ,ve shall be given every thing 
we wished. After that we shall return to our habitations, and 
our wives will come befo1·e us, and say ; you are welcome. And 
every women will say to her man : Yerily you are become 
handsomer than before : and we shall say to them, Verily we 
sat with our Cherisher to-day, who is the maker of all things 
beautiful, and this beauty which we have obtained, is fitting 
for us." (Mishcat ul Masabih, vol. ii. pp. 620-627. 

This is the paradise or heaven of the Musalmans, but such 
a heaven cannot be the heaven of a holy God, nor the place of 

* What an application and misconception of the beautiful and spiritual 
passage of scripture; l Cor, ii. 9. But this affords anothe1· specimen 
of the gross conuption of scriptuml expressions and ideas by Muham­
madans. 
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eternal bliss for a holy soul. It would be blasphemy to attri­
bute it to God, and it would he hell for a sanctified spirit. 'fhe 
Muhammadans, though they ha\·e not, like the heathens, made 
for themselves a god, afte1· their ow11 lusts-from this they were 
prevented by the light they borrowed from sc1·ipture-they have 
at least made a hea,•en for themselves after their own inclina­
tions, a11d according to the lust of their l'Ol'l'uptecl hearts. But 
by doi11g so they have given another proof that they know 
nothing of the holy God, nor of holiness and purity of heart. 
It is true God is mentioned in several of the traditions treat­
ing on parndise, and his prnise all(\ adoration is spoken of as a 
part, a11d according to some traditions, even as the highest hap­
piness of heaven : hut nowhere is this brnught f01·ward as the 
pdncipal and the only somce of eternal felicity; on the con­
trnry, it is 011ly slightly mentioned and immediately passed 
over, so that all those grnss sensual enjoyments form every 
where the prnmineut pai·t, ancl appear as the principal subject 
of their paradi~e's bliss. Some of the Muhammadans feel 
indeed, that such a paradise is in the highest deg1·ee unwo1·thy 
of God, and altogether incompatible with the spiritual happi­
ness and enjoyment ,vanted by man's eternal spirit ; and say 
therefore, that, what is said in the Quran and their traditions 
about parndise must be taken spiritually: but it is clea1· that 
neither the passages of the Quran no1· these trnditions allow 
of such a rendering. The orthodox belief therefo1·c is, as well 
among the Shias, as among the Sunnis, that what is said in the 
Quran and in the traditions of thei1· paradise is to be taken 
liternlly. The author of the Haq ul Yaqin says, leaf 15i, that 
resul'l'ection, paradise and hell must be understood literally 
and materially; and then goes on to say, that though in the pre­
sent state man would not be able, on account of the weakness 
of his spirit, to unite t.hose sensu,11 e11joyments with the spii·i­
tual ones, yet i11 the next world God will bestow this power 
on the believers, and that in this union of both consists the 
perfection of bliss and happiness. • 

These extrncts will, to every enlightened mind, have fully 
justified the assertions we made at the beginning. They show 
cleady how foolish the M 11ham111adans have become, when, 
thinking themselves wise, they rejected the wisdom and the 
power of God revealed in the crnss of Christ, and how little 
their own system could save them from siuking i11to the most 
appaling errors and the grnsscst superstition. It is trne that 
i11 the Qurn11, as well as in their traditions, many a truth and 
many a good morn\ p1·ecept is contained ; but it will not be 
neccsi:ary to meution it again, that all, that is good and true 
in their religion, has been either literally, or according to 
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the sense borrnwed from the Jews and Christians, that is, from 
the holy scriptures. But as they did not recei,•e the whole of 
divine trnth and rejected Christ, this part, thus separated 
from the stock, from the tr<>e of life, could neither actn,Llly 
enlighten no1· save them. \Ve further allO\V that the ex­
tract we have made from thf"ir trnditions, is a partial one ; 
that we have presented only one side, and even the worst. 
But this was just our ohjeet, for t~1e fair .. i,le of Muhammad­
anism has been presented often enough, and sometimes even 
with the intention to darken the midday snu of the Christian 
re,·elation ; this, where it <lid not sµring from wickrd hatred 
to the truth, may in some cases have risen from the imperfect 
knowledge of Muhammadanism, from being acquainted only 
with one, namely, with it,; fair side ;-for whoever is acquaint­
ed also with the dark side now presented, though he may even 
reject Christianity, will still ne,·c1· attempt to compare 01· to 
equal Muhammadanism with the pnre and divinely sublime 
doctrines of om· holy faith. If the Qurnn had not ah-eady 
refuted itself and the religion founded upon it, these traditions 
would certainly do it fully. They must force upon every 
thinking mincl a conviction, as clear as midday, that a religion 
containing such stories, tales and doctrines cannot possibly be 
a <lidne one, however many good things it may otherwise con­
tain. These traditions afford, therefore, only an additional proof 
of the truth, that e1·ro1· as well as trnth requires only to be 
known and brought to light, to be recognised as such. There 
are inderd many powerful arguments by which trnth may 
be establishecl ancl error clisprovecl ; but yet the strongest 
argument for the one and against the other is founcl within 
man's own heart. As the eye is c1·eated fo1· the light, so man's 
spirit for truth ; ancl as soon as the soul is alive to its spiritual 
wants, as soon as the eye within is openecl ancl the light of 
divine truth brought near, man will recognize it as such and 
believe in it, if love of sin cloes not leacl him to wilful opposition 
and rejection. These wants the Muhammaclans too have within 
thei1· spirits, but the light of divine trnth did not in fonne1• 
ages shine upon them in its original and- heavenly splendor ; it 
was badly reflected and greatly clarkene<l by the ignorance and 
ungodly conduct of the Jews and Christians arnund them. 
What is now requirecl is, that the light of the Gospel, reflected 
in the holy wallc ancl conversation of true believe1·s, may be 
made to shine upon them in its unadulterated heavenly splen­
do1·. This alone can break their bonds, convince them of their 
errors, lead them to trnth, and induce them to accept the 
salvation offered in the Gospel.-P. 

VOL, I. X 
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III.-Native Press. 

To the Erlitors of the Calcutta Christian Ohsel'l'er. 

DEAR FRIEND~, 

\Yhile on my ,,·riy d0\n1 the ri,·er, I take my pen to address 
you a few li11e~. in order to notice one or two remarks that 
iiave hren rnatit' in the Calcutta Journals upon my article on 
the l\atin~ Press in your last number. Situated as I am, amid 
much noise and bustle, it would be utterly impossible to ente1· 
at any length i11to the detail of matter inl'olved in this question. 
I must co11te11t mysrlf "·ith a simple expres!--ion of the high 
satisfaction I h1n-e tlcri1·ed from the very ca11did and liberal 
ma1111er in which my article has been noticed generally. I am 
particularly gratified with the tl'sti111011y borne to the accuracy 
and 11~eful11ess of my statistics of the ::'liati1·e Press, and not less 
rejoiced to perceive the interest taken in s<> ,·ery in1 portant an 
eleme11t i11 the iu1prn1·emeut of Natire Society by the Elll'o­
pean population. Alreacly have the humhk efLrts, it was my 
}Jrh•ilege to nwke towards drawing- attrnlion to the Nati,·e 
Press, been imitated hy othrrs : I trust the European Editors 
will, one and all, take prompt and effectual measures for 
procming good translation~, not merrly of a few c,tses of 
accident or rohlwry, of the rrports of ordinary trials at law a11d 
police im·estigation,., but of the more important, often highly 
interesting editorials and other original matter appearing from 
time to ti111c in the pages of the Nati\·e Newspapers. By this 
means, while E11ropt•a11s, g<'11erally, are ma<le acquainted wilh 
much of what is pa~~i11g i11 the Nati\'e comlllunity, of which 
otherwise they would, for the most part, be wholly in igno­
rance; the progress of liberal notions am) just opinions among 
onr natil'e ft•llow-sulijects will, at the same time, inevitably be 
accelerated. Already, ·it may safely be asserted, have even 
the li111ited and illlpcrfcct attempts in this way which an indi­
Yidual has been enabll'd to make, prnved in no tririal measure 
beneficial; as appears in the impro,·ed and improl'ing charac­
ter of the mo,-,t i111porta11t of the Natil'e Newspapers. 

To one of the most intelligent of the Editors, (the conductor 
of the Purnac!wndroday,) I am particularly indebted for a 
Yery handsome notice of my Review; the more so as I felt 
compelled, by the impartiality to which I was pledged, to say 
some things n·specti11g his paper which were not likely to be 
accept.able. Of 11011e of these prod11ctio11s has the impro,·ement 
lwc11 more marked or more rapi<l tha11 of the one he so ably 
l'dits. I ft>el trnly obliged also by his assura11ces of personal 
e!oteem and good-will ; and am not unwilling to avow the 
rntisfactio11 which I derive from his can<lid estimate of the 
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utility of my humble endeavours : 01· from the handsome things 
he has bec11 pleased to say of lllyself persu11:1lly. I highly value 
the favournhle opinion and good C:'steem of my native friends, 
rspecially of such :is I lllay hope tu influence advantageously 
for objects of puulic l,enetit. 

Amoug the E11glish papers of the p1·esidency the Htt1·karu 
alone has taxed 111e with inconsiste11<:y, fol' uniting an honest 
reprnof of native superstition anll ~rnwin!,\" -i11fidelity with an 
cxpl'ession of sc11ti111ents, ad111itted tJ he ju~t aucl liberal, in 
regard to ~t>ncral education an<l national improvement. But 
I fear uot to assert the only i11eo11siste1H:y to be in the authu1· 
of the charge, nut in 111e: and am contitlent that all 1·ight 
thinker~ a111011g those who take a real an<l earnest interest in 
1wti\·e in1prore111e11t, will riew lllatters in a \'ery different light 
from the writer of the notice in the Hurkartt: so that I am 
not by any mraus o\·Pr-anxions to support myself against his 
insinuation~: tht'Y sufficiently rebut tht:>m~t>lres when \·iewetl 
in the triple light of historical experience, just l'easo11 anu 
Divine Rcn'lation. 

To the Editul' of the Friend of India, I owe no measnre<l 
thanks for his \'ery candid reply to certain remarks occmring 
in 111y Herif'w up()n the conduct of the Samrichar Darpan. 
Substantially, indeed, he admits the conectness of my c1·itique, 
whrn he proceeds so satisfactorily to account for a deficiency 
of natire idiom and propriety in the editorials, &c. in that use­
ful and liberal pnper; from the necessity, namely, which exists 
for keepiug- the Eu~lish and Bengali columns always of equal 
length; by which the freedom of a translation is unavoiual>ly 
often sacrificed and the style cramped. The uthe1· merits of 
the Samlicldi1· Darpan abundantly relieve its deficiency as a. 
composition. As to the alleged purity of style which the 
Friend conceives to be the redeeming feature of the Clumdrika, 
I can only reply, I diffe1· widely from his estimate of that 
organ of native bigotry and ignorance, 

The Friend prnfes~es to supply the ombsion which he dis­
CO\'ers i11 my remarks of any specific statements rega1·ding the 
political bias of the Native Editors. I thank him for his 
obserrntions on that head ; yet beg to remark that my m·ticle 
itself gins s11hstantially the same infornrntion, implicitly in 
some plates, inferentially in othe1·s. 

Some of the European F.tlitors have exp1·essed surprise at 
finding no notice in the remarks of the Persian newspapers 
and others 11ot Bengali. I have only to observe that it was 
no part of my object to go beyond Ben!!:al, 1101· e\·en within it 
to ventu1·e out of the liue of the sh'ictly Natirn P1·e~s, that, 
namely, which is conducted in the vernacular of the province. 

X 2 
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My hope, however, always was, that some individual compe­
tent to the task, (whid1, from i)!norance of the Persian and 
Urdu, I assmedly am 11ot.) would take up this branch of the 
periodical literature of the country lil,ewise. Of the impo1·t~ 
ance of 11oticing it, I am fully scnsiule; an<l trust no lo11g 
period will elapse ere it be fully brought before the public; 
c1ltho11gh it is properly speakini,{ nwre aforeign than a Native 
Pre~s, whether we co11~ider that it is the orga11 of an exotic, 
though long naturalized, :\lahomedan population, or that it is 
co11ducte<l i11 a 111ixed i11dige11ous a1HI imported. dialect of 
Hin<lnsta11i, a wltolly fon::ign on1·, of Persian. 

Anxious not to seem i11<liffere11t to the very genernl notice 
which mv review of the Native Press has obtai11ed, I have in 
the crnw<le<l and uncongenial locality of a ship's cu<ldy hastily 
put together these few loose thoughts, for which I have to 
solicit thl' indulgent co11si<lerntion of your rea<lers, and of all 
those who have favoured my more elaborate article with so 
gratii) ing an attention : and am, dear Friends, 

Yours faithfully, 
C1NSURENSIS, 

IV.-The Opium Trade. 
Some of the most popular authors and authoresses of the 

day ha\"e written a series of ,·olumes fur the purpose of teaching 
man and womankiml !tow to observe. \Ve confess to have been 
guilty of a certain proneness to this said obser\'ing propensity, 
ere the works in question made their appt·arnnce. We had been 
tau~ht to observe, not only according to the general accepta­
tion of the term, but as Cltristian Observers, uor are we willing 
that this pl'Open~ity should fall into desuetude. Many things 
floating on the surface of the stream of C\'Pll ts dem,rnd om· 
observation and remark, as they iudicate the very spirit and 
ma11ners of the age we live in, and may serve, if noted now 
a11d he1·e, to aid those who shall occupy om· post when we 
shall be as the fallen seared leaves of autumn, or it may be, 
when we a1·e 

" alike unknowing aml unknown" 

in the cul<l grave, to form a just estimate of the times we live 
in. Wilhout the ~lighest preteusions to infallibility, we apply 
ourselves to the task. Some time back we a1111ounced the 
extinction of tlte Opium trade-in this we have erred; the trnde 
thou~h legally supp1·essed still illegally flourishes. Nor in 
a murnl point of vie,v can any thing be more lamentable than 
the present state of this queetiou, WAR mud and will inevi-
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tably be the offspring of the Opium trade. As men and Chl'is­
tia11s we mu!it ever dt'plorc wai· with its attendant miseries, be 
the cause, according to the l.l\VS of man, ever so just; but when 
1111 t•,·il so dire as war, linds its origin in a strnggle between 
two "reat 11ations respecting the use of a deadly poisonous 
drug,

0

forccd upon a people half destroyed by its influence, by 
a professedly more e11lightened and humane people, under the 
express sanction of tht"ir own Government, and against the 
rqlt'atedly Pxpresscd <letennination of the Government of the 
injured 11,ttion to prevent its intrnductio11-when war finds its 
origin in sueh a cause, not only can we not justify it, but it 
is a duty which we owe to the liene,·olent and humane people 
ot' Britain, to enter our protest against it, however fet hie that 
protest may be, and however impotent to restrnin the pug­
nacious measures about to be adopted. 111 every wat· there 
mu:;t be a guilty party, a party who must and will be amen­
able to the law of God, if not of man, fot· all the misery and 
suffering and death which must necessarily attend its progress ; 
for if not, we shall give to nations an ine!-pon;:ibility we can­
not concede to indiriduals. Assuming the truth of this posi­
tion, the question in this matter is, Who are the guilty partit>s? 
Is the Chinese Govt>rnme11t? the Queen's or the Cowpa11y's 
Gonrnment? or are the Opium .Merchauts the guilty parties? 
A orief statement of events as they ha,·e oct'Urred will best 
se1·n to set this matter in a clear and distinct light. 

Fot· many a yeat· the Government of lu<lia grew and sold for 
exporta-tion purposes, the drn11: in question ; the chief, nay the 
only mart for it was China and the islands of the Archipt>lago ; 
nssels sailed from this and the other chief ports of B1·itish 
India, laden with this <lest, uctive commodity: the Chinese 
Government ever and anon i~stwd edicts against the traffic, 
which, through the corruption of its revenue officers both high 
and low, were always evaded, and the Opium grower~, sellers 
and traders both iu India and China looked upon the flowery 
edicts of the celestials as so many official pieces of waste 
paper. That this was the general impression on the minds of 
the Opium dealers up to the arrival of the Comrnissione1· Lin, 
is clear from the expensi,·e line of conduct they were pursuing 
at the very moment of his ani\-al. From what has sin..:e 
transpired it is evident that the Supt·eme Government of China 
have fot· many years felt determined if possible to suppress 
this trade, not from any distaste to the somnolent influence of 
the drng as individuals, but from a deep consciousness, as 
a wise Government, that it was wasting the physical, moral, 
and pecuniary resom·ces of the country. Viewing the matter 
in this light, the forbe,irnnce of the Chinese Government is 
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without a parallel in the history of nations. The policy of 
China, hy whaterer name it may be designated, evidently in­
creased tile daring of tlw merchant s111ug-glers ; the wholt~ 
trade, illicit as it \\'as, was carried on under the ,·cry eye of the 
authorities appointed to rnppress it, in a most open a111I al• 
most oflit:ial llHllllll'r. Ve!<sels arri1ed week aftt'r week laden 
with the drnir, !<hips were ready to receive it in exchauge for good 
pure ,-ilrer, \\hich was ag-ain borne away to a foreign land, while 
the dnw was left to cast its sterilizi11g i11fl11e11ce m·er the I.Jo<lies 
and mi~ds of one-third of the human raec. All this the 
Chi11cse bore, with a patience 1111parallelccl, for half a century. 
'Jhe conduct of the Chinl'se Gon .. rn111e11t \\'a>' still 11:ore to 1.Je 
commended, wht'11 we n·n1e111her 11ot onk that this trade was 
oppoH'd to the pri111·iples of wi>'e aml g·o1H

0

l h•gislatio11, I.Jut also 
to the fu11da111t·11tal laws of their rd1gio11s ,-ystem. 801.Jriety 
is oue of its eom11,e111lably disti11gui,.hi11g· features. At lt>11gth 
the Chinese authorities detern1i11e that this tratHc shall 11ot 
be, if they ca11 prel't'llt it; tht'y dei;patch a Co111111issiu11er 
ve~tcd with t'xtraonli11ary powers to the chief n:sort of the 
smu~glcrs ; he issues l·dicts, i11 which he with but too much 
rea~on indulges in n·111a rk,.; at the expe11se of our national 
n•nr.,lity and good faith, whid1 no other nation than a guilty 
people could aecnrdi11g- to the law d natio11,.; tolerate. Now 
what is the snb ... ta11ce, the finale of all these edicts ?-we heliere 
this: "\Ve hare long borne with the intrnduction of Opium 
i11to our country, we are detcr111i1ll'<l it shall now cease. \Ye 
are willing to trade with you for e1·ery other kind of prnduce 
but Opium; but we 110w warn you, that if a11y vessels contain­
i11g this drng !:'hall be found within our waters, they will be 
confiscated and exehequered." The l'<licts co11taini11g these 
sentiments ,rere acldn:ssed to Captain Elliott (11e\'cr recog­
nized as Her ~Iaje~ty's represe11t,1ti1·e) as the most i11flue11tial 
Briton at l'auton, urging 11po11 him the prnpriety of using 
his iufluence 11·ith his cou11trnue11 to abandou the trade, a11<l 
still further threate11i11g- death to auy subject of the celes­
tial empire who should be found eugag-ed in it. The trade was 
still pmsued and tl~e local authorities gil1c cri<lence of thei1· 
decision by inflicting capital punishment on one unfol'tnuate 
Chinese su1uggkr in the very lace of the British factory, an<l 
hy pl;icing- a cordon round till-' factory itself, 111aki11g the Opium 
dralers p1i,011rrs u11til tlwy should deliver up all the Opium 
in their po,-!-ession. All the Opiu1u was clt·lin•recl up to Captain 
Elliott by the 111ercha11ts, aud hy hi111 given np to Liu, with au 
ag1•perne11t 011 th~ part of Captain E. that Her :Majl-',,ty's 
Gon•n11nt>11t should indemnify the Opium 111erl'hants for thei1· 
20,000 chei;ts of the drng. The coutents of every one of these 
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chrst~ wa!'l clr;:troyed hy the command of Lin, every ball of 
which bore the i111pres;i of the British Indian Govcrn111ent. As 
the pint hP~i11..; to thid.t•n here 11ml t.he morality of the ques­
tion hct·onH·s i11vol\'etl, we shall panse a moment, and discuss 
brit'ih matters at this period in t.lH• history of this drama. 
At tl1is critil'al juncture of affairs, Captain E. (the unre­
co_qnizcd repres(•ntative of Britain's Queen) with a perfect 
knowlcd"e of the fart that ererv E11~li~hman was declared a 
pri~onrr ~d10 should set his foot ;vithi~1 the factory bounds, no 
donht with the hest a1;d 111o~t humane i11te11tions, but still with 
such a fact staring him i11 the face, and without the most 
ordinarv 111ea11s of defence or rc,istance at his co111111ancl, 
lan1ls a

0

nd rnukes himself the prisoner of the Chinese, leaving 
a,11ain when he choses-for there is no e1Jidence to pr·ove that lie 
was detained beyond what he 111igltt naturally have e:rpecled, nor 
u·as any violence offered to him in any way; and yet t!tis insult 
offned to 0111· representatire, never recog11izt><l hy them-this 
is to be a pt'g on which to suspend all the horrnl's of a wa1· with 
the Chinese, aud by which the people of England, 11ot the 
Company's Gorernment, will be mulcted, first, iu the loss of 
all the revc11uc derivable from the tea trade; secondlv, with an 
cnol'mous debt for cal'l'ying on the wa1·; and, lastly, with a moral 
<lisgrace attached to the national character of haring begun 
a ,var in defence of the Opium tra<le. 

\Ve say the morality of this question bt•gins to he mysterious, 
but only as to the ol'igin of the wa1·; for certainly not the morali­
ty, but the immorality of the trade has progressed with a rapi­
dity and to an extent unparalleled in the history of such things. 
Now what is the plain state oft he case up to this point, what but 
that the suspension of all fair trade a11d the origin ofwai· must be 
identifil-'d with Opium? But tor this our subjects woul<l neve1· 
have been incarcerated (JI' our representative insulted; nay, so 
fat· was this feeling cal'l'il'd that a disti11ctio11 was draw11 be­
t1nen the Opium merchants and others, and between those 
more distin~uished for their actirity in the trade an<l the mere 
sleeping rnu·tners in the firms. The former wel'e uanishe<l from 
China, the latte1· allowe<l to remain for a while. In order to 
form a conect estimate as to the insult offered to Captain 
ElliDtt, we should remember that 0111· Residence in China and 
all om trade was on sufferance ; they did not acknowledge us as 
other nations have done, 1101· di<l they trade with ns but on the 
merest sufferance; and hacl insult to onr Sovereign's repl'esenta­
tive ueen a plea for war, it might have been found long e1·e the 
Opium question was discussed; fo1· we suspect not one of all 
the Consuls of Britain eve1· expel'ienced greater affrnnts than 
did Captain E., and yet they were borne with and tolerated in 
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a manner which we think reflected the highest credit on his 
feeli11i?;S and conduct as a Christian and a B,·iton. Now 
if it ·be true, and it is, that the Chinese offered to trade 
,,·ith m, fo1· all other commodities but this Opium, but with 
the 1mdt'rsta11di11g that we must cut off the sinews of the 
trade, cease to grow it, cease to export it, cease to make 
it an item in our Govcmment exchequer, and place our 
Opium dealers in the position they alone ought to hold in 
society ; if this was the alone condition on which they would 
and are wi1ling still to trnde with us, and we will not accept 
it, but go to war lvith a people, nolens volens, after h:n·ing 
broken its laws, political and 1·eligions, fo1· many a year, be­
cause they hm·e, in defence of the mornls, health, and exche­
quer, manifested a courage and clisplayed a morality which 
should ha,·e commanded 0111· admiration and put us to the 
blush-surely such a war, whateve1· may be its rise, cannot 
be deemed just, nor will it reflect any honor upon the escut­
cheon of Britain. Such, we are persuaded, was the impression 
of Captain E., he felt the national mor,\lity e,·en of the case 
was defective; it would not bear to be weighed in the balance 
of national law, and he felt himself impotent to chastise those 
who he was convinced had not nationally and as a Govern­
ment transgressed; if not, why did he, under the influence of 
a wise and humane policy, collect all the drug, hand it ove1· 
to the Chinese, an<l in every way endea,·our to cul'b aud sup­
press the whole tradt'? why did he place his own character and 
that of his Government in jeopa1·dy, by giving bonds which he 
must ha,·e donbted would ever be honored ? Captain E. evi­
dently is not the guilty party, but in this state of things ,vhat 
is the condurt of the I 11clian Government? Does it cease to 
grow the drug? No.-Does it cease to sell it? No.-Does it 
say to the Opium dealer~, you must remove your offices to 
sequestered nooks of the coast, and your vessels must steal 
from ou1· coasts us they do to that of China, under every flag 
but ours ? No, while Captain E. is at the one end seizing 
the Opium, and the Chinese destroying it, we here are 
growing it, and selling it to the highest bi<lde1·; we are char­
tel'ing ships which proceed to the coasts of China, anned to 
the teeth, which if report says trne, rake the horizon with 
their grape-shot to prevent the approach of the Government 
preventive boats, and point their cannon into the boats of the 
Chinese Opium smugglers, while they make such a bargain 
as they (the Bl'itish) deem best fo1· themselves-and this under 
the British flag, and e,·ery ball of Opium stamped with the 
Company's mark ! ! ! This might have happened for the fast 
season, but that it should be repeated is beyond all inc1·edible, 
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and yet we understand the orcle1· aucl the advanc~ fo1· a !1cw 
crop have gone forth. Who ,u·e the morally gmlty parties ? 
,v e think it faidy rests but upon two parties ; those who pro­
vide the Opium, and those who convey it: and we know but of 
two views which can at all extenuate the guilt of these parties. 
'I'he one is, that the grnwers and sellers of the Opium are not 
bound to know whithe1· it is taken ; and the other, that it is too 
serious au item in the Government exchequer to give up at 
once. In reference to the fir~t it may be said, if Government 
is to be responsible fo1· the acts of the shippers in conveying 
it to China, then may we demand satisfaction from almost 
every Government under heaven for the delinquency of their 
subjects for intl'Oducing contrnbaud goods into ou1· ports. The 
difference is just this :-in the present case, the Government 
is the actual grower and seller, the chief merchant, the foun­
tain from whence all the mischief flows ; and we are ready to 
rereuge any attempt on the part of the Chinese to take and 
impriison, or excheque1· our ships, or our men. Nay more, we 
charter vessels, armed vessels, whose whole business it is to 
force the drug into the coasts and ports of China. To say that 
the Government do not know whithei· it is conveyed, is only 
the veriest quibbling; for for what ports are the ships cleared ? 
why for China and the Straits : and if it is not conveyed to 
Chl:,a, where is there a mart for it in the whole world ? and if it 
be sold "ithout a certainty of its going to China, then does the 
immorality deepen, for then must it be sent abrnad in the earth 
to spread its withering influence on other lauds-and this for 
gain! ! In refe1·ence to the second observation. Surely the ex­
chequt:1· of the Government must not be replenished at the ex­
pence of every law both human and divine. Besides, the reple-
11ishi11g of the coffers of the Company from this source involves 
a question of morality towards the Bl'itish people, for whilst the 
Opium reveuue flows into this treaslll'y, the immense revenue 
derivable at Home from the importation of tea is stopped, and 
the whole China trnde tumed to the American coasts. Pre­
viously to declaring war even now the authorities have had 
one course open to them as Christians, and that is, to wash 
their hands entirely of the whole traffic ; for without this it is 
irupossiule they can go into the field with clean hands, if they 
can even then. There is yet another anomaly in this case, 
which may soon occur: supposing the British Government 
determine to chastise the Chinese for the insult offered to 
Captain E. and blockade the whole coast, it is clear that in 
maintaining that blockade they must and will cut off all the 
causes of initation, and they must especially suppress all 
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Opium smuggling, in which case ,ve shall have om· naval heroes 
slaughtel'ing theil' smuggling fellow-sailo1·s, who will be em­
ployecl in fol'cing a drug grown and sold to their ownel'S by an 
integrnl part of their own Government. 

1'he other pai·ty involved in the immoralities of this traffic 
are clearly the Opium purchasers and shippe1·s. We cannot 
bring onrselves to call them merchants, for with that appella­
tion we have been accustomed to associate only the most 
honoraLle trade. But when we see men, Britons and 
Christians, forcing this dmg into China fo1· tJ,ie me1·e sake of 
gain, we can find but one idea which can at all save us from 
classing them with the Dirk Hattericks and other daring smug­
glers, to suppress whose trade the vigilant preveutive se1·vice 
of Britain ha( been established,-and that is, that they a1·e 
sanctioned in every way by the ruling powe1·. Surely these 
traders cannot for a moment l'eflect on the fact, that howeve1· 
ample the fortune they may amass in this traffic, it is obtained. 
at the expence of the religious and national characte1· of theh· 
country, and at the expence equally of the mornls, health and. 
pecuniary interest of the Chinese, It is the enriching of a 
mere handful of people at the expence of every thing dear to 
two nations, and to the sacrifice of all honorable trade between 
the British and the Chinese. Badinage and sarcasm are quite 
out of place on such a subject; therefore, we have not stopped 
to notice me1·e quibbli11g regarding it. Neither shall we be 
brought to see the justice either of the trnde or the wm· from the 
consi<lerntions, that the Chinese may if oblig<:'d grow the dl'Ug 
themselves, 01· that it will be supplied by others if not by the 
Government; nor shall we feel in the least mo1·c satisfied with 
the origin of the war, should it even issue in the opening of 
China to every good purpose. The si11 of growing the drug 
must rest with those that g-row it, and the !iin of supplying with 
those who supply; and all the bloodshed aud misery must rest 
with those who originate the wai·. Our <luty as a great, moral, 
humane n.nd honorable people is to wash our hands of every 
doubtful trnffic; an<l not by any love of money, or for the inte1·­
est of a wealthy or powerful tew, sacrifice that which is to us 
above all price-that charncte1· fo1· justice and uprightness 
which has genernlly distinguished um· acts as a people towards 
others less fOl'tunate than ourselves. One argument usually 
urged in defence of the trade is, that the drng can do but 
little harm when scattered amongst so many millions of people. 
It is true this is au argument, which as far as China is con­
cemed must remain for the present in some degree of doubt; 
but the following alarming extract will show what must be 
the state of China, where it is as much used, if not more than 
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in Assam. The extract is from Mr. Hl'Ucc's account of the tea 
il'acts of Assam, published in the Asiatic Journal :-

" I rnil1.·ht hel'e observe, that the Ilritish Government would confer a 
lasting hlessing on the Assamese and the new settlers, if immediate and 
acth·e measul'es were taken to put down the cultivation of Opium iu 
Assam, and afterwards to stop its importation by levying high duties on 
Opium land. If something of this kirul is not done, and done quickly 
too, the thousands that are ahout to emigrate from the plains into Assam, 
will soon he infected with the Opium mania,-that dl'eadful pu,gue, 
which has depopulated this heautiful country, turned it into a land of 
wild beasts, with which it is o,·errun, and has degenerated the Assamese 
from a fine race of people to the most abject, se1·vile, crafty, and 
demoralized rnce in I n,Jia. This vile cl rug has kept, and does now 
lceep, down the population; the women ha,·e fewer children compare1l 
with those of other countries, and the chilch-en sel4lom live to hecome 
old men, but in general 1lie at manhood ; vel'y few old men bei111r 
~een in this unfortunate country, in comparison with others. Few hut 
those who have resided long in this unhappy land know the 1h·eadful and 
immoral effects, which the use of 011i11rn pl'ocluces on the native. He 
will steal, sell his property, his chilclrnn, the mother of his children. and 
finally e,·en commit murder for it. W ouhl it not be the highest of bless­
ings, if our humane ancl enli~htened Go,•el'nment wo11lcl stop these e\·il~ 
hy a ~ingle dash of the pen, ancl s,l\·e Assam, ancl all those who are ahout 
to emigrate into it as Tea cultivatoi·s, from the dreadful results atten­
dant on the haliitual use of Opinrn ? \\' e should in the encl be richly 
rewarded, hy having a fine, healthy race of men growing up for our 
plantations, to fell our forests, to clea1· the land from jungle and wild 
bea£ts, and to plant and cultivate the luxury of the wol"ld. This can 
nevel' be eff"ected by the enfeebled 01)ium-eaters of Assam, who are more 
effeminate than women. I have dwelt thus lung on the sultject, think­
ing it one of great importance, as it will affect our future prospects in 1·e­
gal'cl to Tea; also from a wish to benefit this people, and save those who 
are coming here, from catching the plague, by 0111· using timely mea­
sures of prevention.'' 

Who, on reading this teri-ible account, but must pray tbat 
a11 the Opium lands might be devoted to the grnwth of tea, 
01· some still more nutritive and yet remunerative plant; and 
that the energies of men, ancl especially Britons, were directed 
into such a channel, as might tend tu elevate and bless the 
millions of China, without being prccede<l by all the horrors 
of war; fol· verily we may say, 

" Man's inhumanity to man 
!\fakes countless thousands mourn.'' 

y 2 
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JEHOVAH-JIREH. 
Gen. xxii, H. 

,vnEN with sore tribulation 
The saint is oppressed, 
When grief and vexation 
A1·e rending his breast, 
This promise supports him, 
In it he confides, 

J ehovah-Jireh, 
The Lord will provide, 
When temptations assail him 
And trials abound, 
What plea can avail him ? 
What help can be found? 
This plea ne'er shall fail him, 
This hope ne'er deceive; 

Jehovah-Jireh, 
The Lord will relieve, 
When the world is the strongest, 
,vhen Satan's in a1·ms; 
When their trumps souml the Jongesl 
And loudest alarms-
H is faith sees the angels 
Arrayed on his side. 

J ehovah-Jireh, 
The Lord will provide, 
When death is approaching 
And judgment is nea1·, 
1Vhen conscience reproaching 
Excites all his fears, 
Then heavenly raptures 
B1·eak in like a tide; 

Jehovah.Jireh, 
The Lord will provide, 
And when in the judgment 
At last he is placed, 
No fear can find lodgement ; 
His heart is at res\. 
The Brelhren's accuser 
Da1·es no longer chide, 

Jehovah-Jireh, 
His Saviour has died. 

Jn tribulations darkest hour-
\Vhen most exposed to Satan's power­
\Vhen most bowed down by s01·1·ows great­
\Vhen most oppressed by sin's dire weight­
\Vhen the earth 1·eels beneath his feet­
When placed before the judgment-seat­
This is his joy, his boast, his pride, 
Jehovah-Jireh-Christ has died, ,2 
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most learned among orthodoX:_ Hindus was able to put forth in 
suppo1·t of tlw equally impious and unnatnrnl assumption of an 
almost divine superiority in one above the other tribes of thei1· 
fellow-men. With the 'fanka it is not our object at present to 
mecldle-its style and course of argument may readily be 
imaginecl to be wholly adapted fo1· Hindu intellect, p1·ejudice 
and ignorance, howeve1· ably maintained on Hindu data. VV e 
may perhaps notice it hereafter-but pressed fo1· time on the 
eve of embarkation for Eul'Ope, shall now prnceecl at once to 
furnish a few specimens of the fo1· mo1·e elevated and conclusive 
reasoning of him of the thunder-tipped needle or sharp-pointed 
thunderbolt. 

In a let te1· to the Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
M1·. Hodgson thus speaks of the work :-

" It consists of a shrewd and argumentative attack, hy a Brmddfta, upon 
the Hrahmanical doctrine of caste: and what adds to its pungeucy is, 
that the truth of the Brnhmnnical writings is assumed thrnugl,out, and 
that the author's proofs of the erroneousness of the doctrine of caste are 
all drawn from those writings. He possesses himself of the enemy's bat­
tery, and turns their own guns against them. To an English render this 
circumstance gives a p1mrile characte1· to a large portion of the Trea­
tise, owing to the eno1·mous absurdity of the data from which the author 
argues. His infe1·ences, however, are almost always shrewrlly drawn, and 
we must rememhet· that not he hut his a11tagonists must be 1ms1verable 
for the chnrncter of the data. To judge by the effect producecl upon my 
Brahman pandil--a wise man in his genel'ation, and accustomed fo1· the 
last four years to the examination of Bauddha liternture-uy this little 
Treatise, it would seem that there is no method of assailing Brahmanism 
comparable to that of "judging it out of its own mouth:'' and the reso­
lution of the Committee of the Semmpore college to make n tlio1·ough 
knowledge of Hindu learning the basis of the education of thei1· destined 
young apostles of Clu·istianity in India, would thence appear to be most 
wise and politic," 

Of the unknown wl'iter of this concise but valuable polemic 
treatise, M1·. H. thus speaks :-

" \Vho Ashu Ghosha, the author, was, wl1en he flourished an1l whe,-e, I 
cannot ascertain. All that is known of him at Nepal is, that he was a 
Maha pandit, 01· great sage, and wrote, besides the little Treatise now 
translated, two lager Bauddha works of high repute." 

Much of the argument proceeds, as before observed, entirely 
upon Hindu notions, and however forcible and conclusive to an 
intelligent native, would make but little impression upon, if not 
often seem absurd and chilclish to, a European mind. In meet­
ing an adversary, however, it is a just principle in all practical 
logic, to take him upon his O\l'n grnund, and acld1·essing him 
in the argumentum a concesso, or ad hominem, to effect a lodg­
ment for om· positions obtainable in no othe1· way of pl'Oceed­
ing. The entire treatise, therefore, dese1·vP.s to be extensively 
ci1·culated among the natives who a1·e now awakening to much 
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mixed religious and metaphysical enquil'y. ,v e think the friends 
of Christianity, as well as of education simply considered, would 
do good service by procuring vel'sions of it iuto the severnl ve1·­
uac~1lars of the country, for tlispe1·sio11 amo11g the pamlits, as 
well as among the alu111ni of om· numerous schools and colleges. 
As howc,·er, the pamphlet in its pl'esent form may not reach 
many, Missionaries and others particularly, who would be hap­
py to be furnished with at least its general principles or line of 
argumentation, we proceed to make _a few ext_rncts from the 
most applicable, in ordinary cases, of its reasonrngs. In page 
7-thc ingenious autho1· proceeds thus:-

" If, a~ain, yo11 say that Brahmanhood depends on parentage or birth 
(i,iti) ; that is, that to be a B.-ahman one must be born of Brahman pa­
rents-this notion is at variance with the known passage of the Smritt, 
that Achala l\l11ni was born of an elephant, and Cesa Pingala of an owl, 
and Agastra i\lnni from the Agusti flower, and Cousika Muni from the 
Cu.w, grass; and Capila from a monkey, and Gautami Ri~hi from a creeper 
that t'ntwined a Saul tree, and Urona Acharya from an earthen pot, and 
Taittiri llishi from a partrid1;e, and Parswa llama from dust, and S1·inga 
llishi from a dee1·, and Vvasa :\luni from a tisherwoman, anrl Koshika 
1\1 uni from a female Sudra: and Viswa ;\Jitrn from a Clw11dalui, ancl Va­
sishtha :\I uni from a strumpet. Not one of them had a Brnhman mother, 
and ret all were 11otorio11slv callecl Hrahmans; whence I infe1· that the 
title.is a clistindion of popu.la1· Ol'igin, and cannot be traced to parentage 
from written authorities. 

" ~ 1,ould you ngain say, that whoever is born of a Bn,l,man father or 
mothe1· is a Hrahman, then the child of a slave el'en may become a Brah­
man ; a con~equence to which I ham no objection, but which will uot 
conso1·t with your notions, I fancy. 

"Do you say, that he who is sprung of Brahman parents is a Brnhman? 
Still I ohject that, since you must mean pure a11d true Brahmans, in such 
ca;;e the hreecl of Brahmans 11111st he at an encl; since the fathers of the 
present rnce of Brahmans are not, any of them, free from the suspicion of 
having wives, who notoriously commit adultery with Sudras. Now, if the 
real father be a Suclra, the son caunut he Bral,111a11, notwithstanclin~· the 
llrahmanhood of his mother. From all which I infer, that Brahmaul,ootl 
is not truly clerh·ahle from birth ; and I draw fresh proofs of this from 
the ,lfrwava Dhal'mu, which affirms that the Brnhmau who eats flesh 
loses instantly his rank ; aud also, that bv sellin;I wax, or salt, or milk, 
he l,ecomes a Sudra in three days; and further, that e,·eu such a Brah­
man as can lly like a bird, directly ceases to be a Hrahman by meddling 
wilh tl,e llesh pots. 

•· From all this is it not clear that Brahmanhood is not the same with 
birth: since, if_ that '!ere the c,ise, it coul_d not bti lost by any acts 
l,owHer degrad111g. Knew you ever of a llyrn!{ horse that by alighting 
on earth was turned iuto a pig ?-'Tis impossible." 

Again, in page 8, we have the following :-
" Say you that wisdom·~ constitutes the Brnhman? This too is incm·­

rect. \Vhy? Because, if it were true, manv Sud1·as must have become 
brnhmans, from the great wisdom they acq,iired. I myself know many 

.• .' Aut_ho1's note., Perhaps it shoul_d rather be translated learni1tg. The word in the 
ongm,~l, 1s uuy.anu. llt:ttcr written Jny3.ua.--llet•iewer. 

t h11al beatitude or absorption into the Divine fulnc~s.-lleviewer. 
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Sudras who are ma11ters of the four vedas, nnd of philology, and of the 
lUimansa, and Sanc'h!fa and Vaishesltika and Jyotishika philosophies ; yet 
not one of them is or ever was called a Bl'ahman. It is clearly proved 
then, that Bl'ahmanhood consists not in wisdom or leaming. Then do 
you affirm that the Ach<i1· (pel"formance of pious acts) is llrahmanhoocl? 
This too is false; for if it were true, mnny Sudras would become Hrah­
mans; sinc~any N!lts and Blt<its and Kaivertas, and Bl111nds, and others, 
are everywhere to be seen perforn1ing the severest and most laborious 
acts of piety. Yet not one of these, who are all so pre-eminent in their 
Achdl", is eve1· calle«l a llrnhman : from which it is clea1· that Ac/tar does 
not constitute the Brnhman.'' 

Having thus given the negati\·e argument, he proceeds posi­
ti,-cly as follows:-

" What then is this creature called a Brahman? If neither reading 
tl1e V!'das, n01· S11nskar, nor parentage, nor race (Kula), nor acts 
( Karam), confol's lh-ahmanhoo,1, what does 01· can? To my mind 
Brahmanhoo«l is merely an immaculate quality, like the snowy whiteness 
of the Kuudlt flower. That which removes sin is Brah manhood. It consists 
of Vratfl and Tapas, nn«l Ni,1;1111w, and Rip111•11.v, and Dun, and Dama, and 
Shiwu1, and Sllll!J'mui. It is written in the Vi!d11s that the gods hold that 
man to be a Biahman who is free from intemperance and egotism, and 
from 811119a, and P,wigraha, and Pra_qa, and Dwesha. i\Iornover, it is 
written in all the S!lstms that the signs of a Brahman are these ; truth, 
penance, the command of the organs of sense, and mel'Cy ; those of a 
Chandala are the vices opposed to those virtues. Anothe1· mark of the 
Brahman is a scrupulous ahstinence from sexual commerce, whether he he 
born a god, or a man, or a beast. Yet further, Sukra Acharya has said, 
that the gods tal<e no hee1l of caste, but deem him to be the Brahman 
who is a good man, although he belong to the vilest. From all whieh 
I infer, that birth, am\ life, and body, and wisdom, and observance of 
religious rites (uchai·), and acts (kurum), are all of no avail towards 
becoming a Brahman.'' 

Next, quoting some passages from the Manava Dharma or 
Laws of l\L.\:-;u, usually interpreted in support of Brnhmanical 
supedority and depreciation of the other castes, but which 
this writer very ingeniously, and we think justly, turns directly 
against such positions, he proceeds :-(We leave the author's 
Romanization untouched.) 

" From all these a5sertions of the .lllanava Dharma, it is clea1· that 
Brah111anhood is nothing indefeasibly attached to any race or breed, hut 
is merely a quality of good men. Further, it is written in the Sastra 
of i\lanu, that many Sudrns became Brahmans by force of theh· piety ; 
for example, l{athinu i\luni, who was born of the sacrificial flame pro. 
duced by the friction of wood, became a Brahman by dint of Tapus; 
1rnd Vasishtha l\lnni, born of the courtezan Urvasi; and Vyasa l\Juni, 
born of a female of the fishe1·ma11's caste; and Rishiya Sringa i\luni, born 
of a doe; aud Vishva Mitrn, horn of a Chandalni; and Nared i\luni, 
born of a female spirit-seller; all these became Brahma11s by virtue of 
their 'l'upus. Is it not clear, then, tlrnt Brahmanhood depends not on 
birth? Jt is also noto1·ious that he who has conquel'ed himself is a Yati; 
that he who performs penance is a Tapusya, aml that he who obserl'es 
the Rr11lm11t clwry11 is a Brahman. It is clear, then, that he whose life is 
pure, and his temper cheerful, is the true llrnhmau ; and that lineage 
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(Kula) hns nothing to do with the mntter. There are these .,!ofms in 
lhe Jl11mava Dh11n11a. "Goodness of disposition a111l purity are the best 
of all things; lineage is not 11lo11e deserving of 1·e,pect. If the 1·ace he 
royal and virtul' l,e wanting to it, it is contemptible and 1;1sele~s." 
Kathina Muni and Vyasa i\luni, an<l other sages, though horn ot Sudras, 
are famous among men :is Br:ihmans ; and many persons horn in the 
lowest ranks have attained hea,·en hy the practice of uuifonn µ-ood co11-
1luct (-\i/11). To s><y thert>fore that tlie Brahman is of one particular 
race is idle and false." Your 1lodri11e that the Brahman was pro.dnced 
from the mouth, the Kshatriya from the urns, &c. canuot he supported. 
Br><hmans are not of one particular raci>. Many persons ha1•e lived who 
belonged to t!ie Kttivarta kul, and the Rnjaka kut, and the Cha11dal kul, 
and vet, while they existed in thiN \forld, performed the Chura karan, 
and ·111,mj-b,md1111, and Dant-kashtha, .ind other acts appropriate,! to 
Brahmans, ,rnd after their deaths became, and still are, famous under the 
Brnhmans." 

He then, passing from the ~pecific argument against the 
exclusiveness of Brahmin privilege, to the case of caste in the 
abstrnct, thus continues :-

" A II that I have said about Brahmans you mnst know is equally appli­
cahle to Kshatriyas; and that the doctrine of the four castes is altogether 
false. All men are of one caste. 

" Wonderful ! You affirm that all men proceeded from one, i. e. Brah­
ma; how then can there be a fourfold insuperahle diversity among them ? 
If I have four sons by one wife, the fou1· sons, haviug one father anti 
mother, must be all essentially alike. Know, too, that distinctions of 
race :,mong beings are broadly marked by diffe1·ence~ of conformation 
anti orgauization : thus the foot of the elephant is very different from that 
ef the horse; that of the tiger unlike that of the deer; and so of the rest : 
and by that single diagnosis we learn that those animals belong to 
very difft'rent races. But I never heard that the foot of a Kshatriya 
was different from that of a Brahman, or from that ofa Sudra. All men are 
formed alike, and are clearly of one race. Furthe1·, the generati\'e 01·gans, 
the colour, the figure, the ordure, the urine, the odour and utterance of 
the ox, the buffalo, the horse, the elephant, the ass, the monkey, the goat, 
the sheep, &c. fumish clear diagnostics whereby to separate these various 
races of animals: hut in all those 1·espects the Brahman resembles the 
Kshatriya, and is therefore of the same race or species with him. I have 
instauced among quadrupeds the diversities which separate dive1·se genera; 
l now proceed to give some more instances from among hirds. Thus, the 
goose, the tlove, the parrot, the peacock, &c. are kuown to be different by 
thei1· diversitie" of figure, and colour, and plumage, and beak: but the 
Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra 11re alike without and within. 
How tht'n can we say they a1·e essentially distinct? Again, among trees 
\he Bo.ta, and Bukuta, an,I Palas, and Ashoka, Tuma!, and Nagkeswur, and 
,5/lirik, and Cliamp11, and others, are cleal'iy contrndistinguished hy their 
stems, and leal'es, and ftowers, and fruits, and ha1·ks, and timber, and seeds, 
and juices, and odours; but Brahmnns, and the Kshatriyas, and the rest, 
are ;ilike i11 ftesh,and skin, and hlood, and bones, and figua·e, and excr .. mente, 
nnd mode of ~irth. It is surely then clear that they are of one species, or 
race. 

•· Ag-ain. tell me, is a Brahman's sense of pleasure and pain different from 
tl,at of,. Kshatriya? Does not the one sustain life in tht! !lame way, 11nd 
find d .. ath from the same causes as the other? Do they difft!r in intellec­
tual faculties, in thei1· actions, or the objects of those sctiom1; in the man-
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ner of lhoir l,irth, 01· in th<'ir snhjection to fear nntl hop<!? Not a whit. It 
is tlwrefore cl1•ar tli:it th1>y are essentially the same." 

And, linally, he shews wherein real Brahmanhoo<l, or moral 
superiority, cunsiists :-

" Th<' ,listinctions hPtween BrnhmanR, Kshatriyns, Vaisy:u; and Smlrns, 
are foundP1l merely on the observance of divers rites, and the practice of 
different professions; as is clearly proveil hy the conversation of liaisham 
Payana Rishi with Yu,lhisthirn Raja, which was as follows: One ilay the 
son of Pa11du, named Yudhisthira, who was the wise ma11 of his age, joining 
his hands re\'erentially, asked Baisham Paynna, 1\'hom do you call a 
Brahman; and wlrnt are the signs of Brnhmanhood? Bai~ham answerPd­
Thl.' first sign of a Brahman is, that he posspsses long-snlforing anil the 
rest of the virtues, and never is guilty of violence and wrung-1loing; that 
he 11e\'er eats flesh ; and ne,·er hurts a se11tie11l thing. The secoml sil{n 
is, that he ne,·er takes that whicl, ht•longs to another witl,ont the ownl.'r·~ 
t,oll•Pnt, e,,•en though hP find it in the rn:ul. The thir1l sign, that he mas­
tr,·s all worl1lly alfPctions a1ul desires, and is ahsolut.ely indifferent to 1>arthly 
consiilPratinnR. The fourth, that wlu•ther he is horn a mau, or a 1r01l, 111· 
a !wast. he nevl'r yiel1ls to Sllxtrnl dt>~ires. The fifth, that he posst'S~t'S l he 
follo\\ing five pure qualitit>s: truth, mercy, command of the St'nst>s, unil·cr­
s:il bpne\'olt'11ce, and pt>nauce•::•. \1'hot'V<'l' possesst's tht'se fivt> signs of 
Hrahma11hoo,l 1 acknnwJ.,,lge to he a Brahman ; an,l, if hP- posspss them 
1t0t, he is a R111lra. Hrahmanhood tlt>J•Pnds not on race ( Kulfl) or hirth 
(.lflli), nor on tl11> pt'rformance of certain cen,111011ies. If a JJ/unul,il i;i 
virtunu~, a11d pos,Psses the signs ahove 11otc1l, he is a llrahman. ( lh 1 

Yu1lhisthi1·a, fornu•rl\' in this world of ours there was l,ut one caste. The 
division into fnur rastps 11riginatt>1l with divC'rsity of 1·ite,; ,md of a\'oca­
tions. A 11 nwn were born of woman in like manner. A II arc sul,,iect to 
the same physical necessitiPs, and have the same organ, and senses. But 
he whose conduct is uniformly goo,!, is a Brahman ; aml if it he otherwise, 
he is a Sudra ; aye, Im, er than a Sudra. The Sudrn who, on the other 
hand, possesses these virtues is a Brahman. 

"Oh, Yutlhislhira ! If a S111l ra he superior to the allurements of the five 
senses, to give him charity is a virtue that will he rewai·iled in hea,·l:'n. 
Heed not his caste; hut only mark his 1J11alities. ,vhoe,·er in this lifo 
ever does well, aud is ever ready to henefit others, speniling his ,lays aml 
11ights in goo,I acts, such an one is a Brahman; anil whoe,·er, rrli11,Jl1ishin~ 
worl,lly ways, employs hin)self solely in the acquisition of llloksha, ~uch 
an one also is a Brahman; and whoe\'er refrains from destruction of life, 
and from worldly affections :11111 e,·il acts, a111l is free from passion and 
l,ackhiting, such an one also is a Bra111nan; and whoso possesses K.~lte11w, 
an,I Daya, and Dama, and Drin and S11t,11,i and Soucluma, and .Smi-itti, a111I 
Ghi·ina, and Vidyn, and Vijnan, &c. is a Brnhman." 

In the concluding sentence of this acJmirab]e 1ittle piece, the 
judicious author thus declares his object in its composition:~ 

"Oh, my friend, my design in the ahO\·e ,tiscourse is, that :l!l ignorant 
Brahmans anil others should ac1p1ire wisdom by studying it, and take to 
the right way. Let them, if they app1·0,·e it, heed it; and if they approre 
it not, let them neglect its admonitions." 

,. "'The worJ in lhe ori~inal is 1'1111a.,, which we are_ a_rcuslome,l to transbl~ 
1 penan('e,' and l l1.ivc lollowctl lhc 11~age, thou~li ' a~n-tu·1:-:.111' would be a ht>llc•r 
woHI. The prou,1 'fopt1.1yi, whom the very ~od, regard wilh drca,J, u~vcr dreams of 
con1ri1ion and repentance." Author's nolc, 
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The above will, we think, satisfy our 1·cadC'rs that the Vajra 
Suchi is a work of large nH·rit though of small exte11t, and 
that it is well deserving- of the ('stimatio11 in which the joint 
C'ditors hold it. Our Missionary friends, particulai·ly, will be 
glad to be furnished with the principle, ns well as with some of 
the most valuable po1·tio11s oft.he detail, of its arguments. 'fhey 
arc, we know, fully preparl'd to ag1·et• with Mr.Wilkinson in 1·c­
fcre11ce to the amazing obstacle which this most unnaturnl and 
pc1·verse institution of caste opposes to the progress of Olli' 

divi11e faith, and will therefore heartily rejoice in the appea1·­
a11cc of a purely n,itive work, of great clearness and vigour, 
directed against its supporters. It is of the highest moment 
u11qucstio11ably, to be able to shew, (even from those shasters 
affected at least to be l'iO much, if not in all cases rcall y revered,) 
the hum,\11 and recent origin of an institution which, while it 
crnmps the intellectual energies and rivets on the chains of an 
ausurd an<l noxious superstition, at the same time so debases 
the human character, corrupts the moral sense, deadens the 
best affections of the heart, and is calcnlatrd only to hold the 
mass of men in a condition of abject 111e11tal and social servi­
tude to a crafty and oppressive tribe of priestly domiuators. 

Mr. W.'s preface thus well depicts some of the more promi­
uent mischiefs resulti11g from the rules of cm;te :-

" There is no evil in Indian Society, which has liceu so much deplored 
hy those anxious to promote the t•nlightenment of the people, as the 
institution of caste. It opposes an al111o~t insuperalile ha1·rier to the ml­
vancement of every class of the people. \Vheuever a youth, bette1· educated 
than his neighbours or natu,·ally gifted with keene,· powers of di~cermnent, 
begins tu i;hew his contempt for any dehasing and superstitious uliservance, 
or a heartfelt desire to abandon any vicious custom by which he ol,se1·ves 
the morals of his countrymen to be corrupted, 01· to remove any restriction 
on the freedom of men's thoughts and actions, his caste fo1·thwith taking 
alarm at these <lange.-ous innovations, asseml,les, condemns his heterodoxy, 
and passes 011 him a sentence of excommunication morn severe than the 
" a11um et ignis intenlictio" of the Romans, antl ouly foss so than tl,e 
penalties of the Papal inquisition. 

"If ou1· young l'hilosopher posse~s strong ne1·ves and an unusual deg1·ee 
of indepemltmce of mind and spi1·it, hti may persist in maintai11ing the 
eternal trnth all(l beauty of his new doctrine, aud iuveigh 111rainst the 
ignorance, prf'judicl! and i11justice of his follows: 1,y this means he only 
exasperates his advtJrsaries, mul thus forfeits altog·etl11J1· his respect (with) 
and influence over them, aml with these his vower of co11fcn-i11g any l,euefit 
upon them. 

"If our young l'hilosophe1· he 111:ulc of softer stuff, he yields, out of 
rnspect to the fi,eli11gs of parents, l,rotuers, aml sisters, that sub111issio11 to 
the requirements of custom which he 111ig·ht withhold from tlie dictatiou 
of his caste. His submission to practices which his heart condemns as 
foofo,h, is thus liable to l,t> quoted by ollit•rs as a proof of thei.- rt'asonable-
11ess. Thus, in both cases, truth is sai:1ifi1:t>d or despiseJ, tl,e spi.-it ot 
11111>rovt•me11t is ornrlwrue and n•pre,,,e,1, a11d the majority of the ig·11orn11t, 
11rejutlicetl and superstitious ti-iu1111'h in the s.iu!li!;c of Uwsc who would 

z :! 
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l,e thPir savioul'S, enacting the JeW'll of old, who stoned them that were 
sent to them ,md slew theil' propheti,;." 

\Ve now conclude with au exp1·ession simply of our earnest 
hope that some among our many competently qualified Mis­
sionary friends, or othe1·s, zealous in the cause of truth and 
Christianity, will not be tardy to turn this vahrnble tract into 
the vernacular idioms of each province of this vast empire. 
The original Sanskrit is in a very easy and tolerably pure 
style-at all events the English Trnnslation is so accurnte 
to the sense, and even preserves so much of the manner and 
spirit of the original, that versions from it would answe1· 
e,·ery necessary purpose, and may at once therefore be under­
taken even by such as are but slightly 01· not at all acquainted 
with " the language of the gods." 

CINSURENS(S, 

ffli!&dtanar~ anlJ t\tligiaue lnttlligtnet. 

I.-M1ssIONARY MovEftlFNTS, 

On Saturday the 15th Jan. the Rev. Mr. Morton and family pl'oceeded 
on boanl the Somersetshil'e on their voyage to England. In noticing Mr. 
Morton's departure we must be allowed to acknowledge the services he 
has rl'11<lered to the ObservP-r as an Editol' and a large contributor. \Ve 
had occasion in our Introductory H.emal'ks at the commence1111'11t of this 
yea1· to allude to his senices in <me department. 0111" l'earle1·s are indebt­
ed to his pen for all the articles that have appeared in tlie Ob.~nver undei:­
the sig·natu1·es of HA VARENs1s and of C1NS1JRENs1s. His a1·ticles emhi-ace 
many subjects. Besides those of an oriental cast, to which we pt·e1•iou~ly 
advel'ted, his signature will be found .iffixe<l to 1·e1•iews of worlc~, western 
as well as eastern, and ti-eatises tlieological, c1·itical anrt litel'ary. All 
his productions are distinguished hy the same characteri~tics, liveliness 
of thought and expl'ession .. Altogether we have lost in Mr. l\Jorton a 
most valuable coadjutor.-The Hel'. A. Kreiss, formerly of the Basle 
:Mission, has proceeded to Agrn tn lahor in connection with the 
Vhurch :\Iissi1,n at that station. The Hev. G. l'ffander remains for the 
p1·esent in Calcutta.-The llev. Messrs. Liicl'oix and Gogerly hal'e re­
turued to Calcutta, after an extensive a111l highly interesti11g ministra­
tion in the north-east of .Bengal.-\Ve u nde,·stand that a Missionary 
belonging to the American Boal'd of Fo1·eign l\ii~sions may be expected 
in Calcutta eal'ly in the next year. A new mission is also about to be 
established at l\Ioorshedabad in connexion with the Loudon Society; 
the l\lissionary appointed to this station is now on his voyage.-\\" e 
notice with pleasul'e the arril'al in Calcutta of the Rev. !\Jr. Harker, 
Mrs. Barker, and Miss Bronson, from America, on their way to joiu the 
American Mission in Ass11m. 

2.-THE UNITED :\loNTHr,Y M,ssJONAnY PRAYER MEETING 
,vas held liist month at the Lal Ba2.a1· chapel. The ad<lrtss, deli,•ered 

by the Rev. J. Thomas, was a very excellent aod spirit-stirring a11peal to 
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tlie Jaitv nn hehalf of 1\lissions. The text was, " B1·ethre11, pray for us.'' 
The atten<lance was good. 

3.-THE J\hsslONARY CONFERENCE. 

,\t the I\Ji~sionary Conforeuce, the subject of Popery was discussed, 
nnd a vt>ry ahle report re:ul on the present state of pope1·y and the eft'o1·ts 
of its emissat:ies for its p1·opag11tion. 

4,,-LORD AUCKl,AND AT BRINDABUN. 

The ~ative pape1·s state, that Lor<l Aucklan<l, in his way down, visited 
tl11· famous Idol-shrine at Brin<lahun, aml !{ave 1000 Co.'s Rupees to the 
111iests. We hope this is false, for the sake of our common Christianity. 

5.-CALCUTTA BIBLE AssocuTION. 

The Eiµhteenth Annual Report of this desel'\'ing institution has just 
been sent us, :ind for which we tender our hest thanks; hut as we have 
alread\· ii;iven a full account of the meeting of the Association and in that 
a sdl"hus of its labors and prospects, we need not <lo more than state that 
it ·contains some ve1·y interesting matter, and will, we hope, imluce the 
Christian puulic to 1·ender its aid to promote the local circulation of the 
Dil'iue 1·olu111e in this city, almost wholly given up to idolatry. 

6.-T,n: Rl!:PORT OF THE CALCUTTA BAPTIST M1ss10NARY SocIETY. 

\\' e hal'e been fa\·ored with the Nineteenth Report of the Calcutta 
Bflptisl .ltissiorta1·y Society-a most important and iustl'ucthe document, 
and one which we are confident will amply repay a most attentil'e and 
dili1;e11t perusal. It is superior in the amount and kind of information, 
and the general l'iews which it contains on i\lissionary operations, to the 
gen~rality of such documents. ,v e gather from it, that the Society in 
northern India has 42 stations, principal a,ul subordiuate; '27 Mission­
aries, .is Assistant Mis!iiionaries and Native Preachers; 2-t Churches; 157 
,\)embers; 23 Schools, i06 schola1·s; and in other pa1·ts of the world 80 
stations; about 30 l\lissionaries ; 11 Churches ; 21,600 l\lembers, 6000 
day scholars, and upwards of 10,000 in Sunday schools. \\'e regret to 
find that the Calcutta Society is in debt upwards of 1800 Co.'s Rs. \Ve 
hope thi~ will not be allowed to rest as an iucubus on the lauors of the 
Committee. We postpone to our next No. a fuller notice of this inter­
esting Report. 

7,-CALCUTTA M1ss10NARY f'hRALn. ( B'lJ>tist.) 
A new monthly Missionary periodical has just appea1·ed under the 

ahol'e title. The projectors state, that a similar wmk existed previously 
to the appearance of the Observer, when it was discontinued. The cause 
of the present publication is the lack of inte1·est in many minds on J\Jis­
iiionary subjects, owii1g to the want of 11101·e widely diffused information 
011 the progress of the work of God amongst the heathen ; this ce1·tainly 
would imply that we of the Obse,·ver have not been ample in ou1· info1·ma­
tion on tl111se topics. All we can say in extenuation is, that if it has not 
been so, the fault has not been ours ; we have puhlished all that has been 
sent to us, and shall be happy to conti11ue to do so when it is of a catho­
lic character. We sincerely hope that this new vehicle fol' diffusing l\lis­
sionary information may answer the largest desires of those who have 
it un<ler their direction. We extl'act the followi111,1 letter from it on the 
inte,•e,;tiug subject of Missions to Aft'g·hanistan. In our last we inserted a 
call from an Episcopalian; in thi5 fron1 a .Baptist, .May the whole (;hurcli 
be thus awakened to action, 
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sntion, recnmmcn,l to ntl,rrs, nn,l n,lnrn themselves that cnuse and those commandg 
they now so l11ment11bly set nt nnught, 

" I nm &c. 
" Caimi/a, FclJ. H, 1srn. 

1 

" A CHRIRTIAN REA.DER.'' 
\Vho can wonrler, when the magnates of the land thus violate one of 

the first of the commamls of God, that the land shoulil " mourn because 
of sin," 

9.-JTEnlS CONNECTED WITR THE STAT!,: OF FF.El,ING ON RELIGIOUS AND 
i\l01tAJ. si;n.JF.c-rs An10i-os·r THE INDIAN CoM~IUNil'Y, 

Since our last a petition has been pl'esented to the Uomhay Govem­
mrnt on the suhjl'ct of l\lission work hy several of the Na~iv_e commu­
nily. The prayel' is for liovernment interferenre with l\11ss1~n lahour. 
The 1·eply of the liovemmcnl is, that it is neutral aml cannot 111terfern. 
Tl,e petitinn has bet'n ahly rcplieil to uy Dr. \V ilson, and the whole 1·ef.,r­
l'P1I lo the ::-npl'enie l:01·e1·11nwnt.-A new Native Unitarian Society ha!'! 
lw<'n formr,I in ( 'al,·ntta.-The natives of :\laclras h:H'e petitioned I.he 
t;o\'ernment fo1· the establishment of a collel!e at that l'J"esid.,ncy. The 
rt>ply is enconra~inl!,-- ltajnarain ltoy the "titletl ruffian" has ht-~n full_y 
,~0111milt1•1I !'o1· trial for contempt of court-anJ. the two sous ot 811(11-
nanth llov ha,·e been conuuitte1l fol' trial for the supposl'il mnrdel' of a 
poor man ;,t l'atturghatta. '.\Iutty Lal S,•al has olfore,I a lack of l't1pee!'l 
for the eslal>lisl11111•11t of a lyinl!:-in hospital for 11;,ti\'e females. It is to he 
attaclwll to the '.\le(lical collt>~e. lie has also offt•t·t'(I IOOO l'npt>es to 
any nali1·e \\i1low who will many again; the olfrl' we hem· has heen 
a,·c1•plt•1l, at least an in1lil'i1l11al of the same caste with the Bairn ha!'l 
off,•re(I to marry auy widow on these terms.- -It is propo~<'d to Psta­
hlish a :\lissional'y Society at A~ra. for supplying the immediate want!'l 
of that. n1•i~·hho11rl11uul. These matters, connt>11ted with the following 
obst1Tat.ions from the C,1/c11lt11 Christian ,l1h:or:11t1< on the st:,te of feel­
illl{ 011 lleliginus subjects in 0111' community, ,;hew that we are evidently 
Ii l'ing in an important crisis. 

" ·1 he state of feeling on the subject or Religion in this country, both amon!!'st 
Natives nml F.uropean~. is at present most extraordinary; nor can it Ion~ remaiu 
nq: it i§. The Vt>ry couflict of opiuiun must soon terminate ; that it will be b,·ciug-ht 
to nn is~ne for ~ood, we doubt not. Amoog••t our native ft:llow .. snbjects there ure 
three rhtc;i!'H"S of opinions, a.:. it rei:rards thcit:·own an1l the Chris\ i:i.n faith-that of the 
ortho,lox lliodus, who at.lhere perlinaciously to things ns they have been; the more 
rnli~htene<l, uut sceptical, who a .. c ,lispuse<l lo reject all religion: an<l the enlight­
t'nrd but !-=enrrhiug, who wonld find t1·uth in e,•pry rf"li!?'ion~ system, :-:ind cou!--trnct 
a relii:!lou which shoultl combine the excelleories contained in every existing creed ; 
-ull aod evt'ry one uf these parties, howe,·er, appear desirous of keeping out the 
Christian faith as a whole, an<l y,t, we believe, the !!'•neral impression amon,;-st 
themselves is that, ultimately Christianity must triumph, The first class is fnlly 
represente<l by the Bombay petitioners an<l the disciples of the 1Jharn1a Shabha; 
the o;;ecootl, b)· lnl'ge rlasses of )'Oung meu eUncateJ i11 the c.lifferent Auti.christian 
Sf"minRrie~ i while tltP- thirtl finds re11resentatives in those who would form the New 
Throphil11uthropic School. Amougst the European 01· Christian community, we 
fintl U1ose who woultl deem the introduction. of Chri~tiauity a g-l'eat bane, the scrp• 
tical ()Rrty Rmon~st pl'ofessin!,t Chri.:.tians, the libcrRls; another party woui<l intro­
duce C.:hristiHnily in a Umtarian ,lrrss; while a thirtl wouhl, by every le~itimnte 
rffort, iotroduce it in its ,rencrally recrivc1l or EvanJ:!elical form. All these parties 
a1ipear unitctl for the o,·crtl1row of the hlolntries nutl follie~ of the East. The fir!-.l 
c-ertaiul)· not avowedly, l>ut yet assuredly throu~h tht: alone mt>dium of se<"ular 
education: the latter, through the J.ircct and puritying- vri11«-ipks of our holy faith. 
The oue would hn!-:e f'ducntion on purely Chri~tian priuriplr~; the nther woulil ('X­

clude it altu~t::lhcr: hul l>oth the 011c aUtl the otht::r. (hoth Na1ivc ;uul European) 
nr" !-=.trenuou.;. for lhc promotiou of cducntiou. Tlte Bn111hay aud the I\Iatlras Pc·ti­
tinners f'qually cltmnn,I t-du"ation; nnd thou!-=.nnd~. whn nr<' n·prc,C'ntr<I iJy nf'ilher, 
t'r~· fnr rdur.ntion, and it.re willing- to 1·rf'eivc it even thl'ough a Vhr\stinn medium. 
The_ gt!nernl impres~ion on the native miiul i5\, that the Chri~tinn rcli,rion is ma"in~ 
rapul a<lvances, In the letter of the 'l'heophilanlhropic Sockty, it is said that Chri9-
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tiRnity is m&k ing /,rril,I, progrtss-the BombRy petitioner• Ask for the safety vnlve 
of Government influence, to check the progress of truth ; wliile the general impres­
•ion in the mind of every true Christian is that his cau•e must triumph. Such we 
believe to be the state of feeling on the subject of religion, at presPnt, in this coun­
try. The tnd 11ncl the fruit it does not require much foresight to pre,lict. The con­
flict mu•t terminate i11 R full and eomplete triumph for tbe fMith of Christ. We 
shall return to this suhject in an early nurnher." 

10.-EJ)UCATION. 

,v e have this month devoted considerable space to the Reports of 
several of out· excellent Missionary and Orplian Schools*. \I' e shall be 
happy in hei ng made the me(lium of conrnyi ng aid of a pecuniary 11ature 
to the managers of any of these trnlr excelleut institution. Nor would 
"'e for,get to notice also the claims of Mrs. "'ilson's Refn~e, the Lonrlon 
Society's Female School Society, and that of the Calcutta Baptist Mission, 

Ben~volent /n.Ytitution. 
"In the last Ri>port the frieuds of the Benevolent Institution had to 

lament the loss of the last of its venerable founders, the Rev. Dr. Marsh. 
man ; and in the present they have with unfeigned sorrow to record the 
death of one who for twenty-two years presided over it, and devoted all 
his ene1·gies to realize the object for which it w11s founded. The Rev. 
James Penney came to this country in the yea,· 1817, on purpose to take 
charge of the Institution; and from that time to thr last day of his life, 
lie devoted himself almost exclusively to the benefit of the children of 
indigent Christian,, connected with it. Br giving them a good erluca­
tion suitable to their condition and future prnspects, and calculated to 
strenicthen their mental faculties by instilling into their minds the prin­
ciples of science and general useful information, and the knowledge of 
true reliicion, he entleavoure<l to prepare them for filling stations of re­
spectability and usefulne°ss in this worl,l, and for enjoying pure and ever­
lasting happiness in the next. IJe was admirably qualified for this work; 
l1imself µossessed of a lively imagination and of an extensive knowledge 
of llll'n and things, he could illustrate any subject in hand with wonder­
ful facility :rnd clearness, and pour light into the llullest minds; a1ul be. 
iug- alwars livt>ly and cheerful, he made all around him lively and happy 
too. Combining al.o ardent affection with manly dignity and unhending 
integrity, he secured for himself the respect and love of all his pupils. 
They felt, by his exposing and banishing their ignorance, that he was 
their instructor, and therefo1·e they revered him: they knew, by his 
anxiety to promote the welfare of those who were in school, and of those 
uho had left it, that he was their friend, and often their only friend, and 
therefore they loved hi:n. How fat· he was successful in his e11deavours 
it would be impossihle to sar, but that he was eminently so, at least in 
reference to secul:i1· ed,ucatio11, au acquaintance with the East Indian So. 
ciety in general, by whom he was 11nive1·sally known and respected, an(l 
au 11ppeal to many of the public offices ,vhere this class of pet'sous are 
employed, will abundantly testify. 

" As however, 11either worth no1· usefulness can ward off the sliafts of 
di>ath, this excellent teacher anrl rle,·oted servant of God was attacked 
with cholera in Fehruary la,t, and thus suddenly tom away from hi~ 
family a11d friends, and from this institution which has deeply felt his los~. 

" In consequence of this melancholy event the Managers did their utmost 
to provide a proper successor; and the Rev. i\lr Bo:iz in particular, with 
his usual activitv and zeal, made considerable exertion, ,vith ,,ery great 
success, to pay off a large amount of_ arrea1·_s due to the _tea~hers, as well 
11s to extinguish the debt accumulatrng agamst the I nst1t11tion, aml per-

" Press of matte1· has obliged us, boweve.- uuwilliogly, to omit some in type for 
insertion.-Eo. 
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petunte nnd increase its efficiehcy. They have, however, now h'nnsfer­
red the whofo of the premises belonging to it, in trust, to the Rev. l\Iess1·s. 
Yates, l'ea1·ce, and Bayne, as Trustees to comluct it on the same com­
prehensi\'e pl'inciples on which it hns been always conducted. Thus, 
though there is now a change of the l\lanagel's, the1·e is no change in tlte 
principles or the plan. 

" In order to make the Institution as useful as possible, the Trustees 
11:1\'e wl"itteu to the British and Foreign School Society in Lonclon, to 
supply them with a teacl1e1· fully qualifie1l and regularly trained fo1· the 
wol'k; and they cloubt not but that their ap11lication will he readily com­
J>lit>,l with. In the mean time, the boys will be cal'l'ied fon\'ard in their 
stuclies by Mr. Roberts and the girls by Mi's. Bal1lwin, who are both active, 
intellil!ent aml pious te;iche1·s. They a1·e also happy to state, that the 
Hev. ,\lessl's. Boaz a111l Wenger, nncl J. W. Alexander, E~, have kindly 
:,Bowed themsel\'es to he appointed Visitors of the schools. These gentle­
men will carefully look into tl1e mode of conducting them, and suggest 
iJ11provements whel'ever they appear necessary. They will also nanowly 
wat,·h the progress of the scholars, and by their frequent presence a111l 
achice encleavour to sti1· up all to attention and diligence. Thus the 
put.lie will have the best g-uarantee that can be given, that the Institu­
tion will he conducte«l cm the same principles as before: we trust it may 
be with equal success, 

"Notwithstanding the great loss which it has sustained, the Trustees 
feel a pleasu1·e in stating, that the decrease of the scholars has not been 
~o ~reat as might have been expected. As it 1·egards the Male Depart­
•m·11t, the number of hoys on the rei.:ister is 161, and the daily attendence 
averages HO. These emhrace the following classes, viz. Roman Catho­
lics, Prntestants, llindns, i\Jahomeilans, Jews, Chinese and Armeniaus, 
thoue,-•, by fa1· the greater number belong to the first three. 

"There has heen lattei-ly a considernble diminution of Roman Catholic 
children in attendance, in consequence of another school being opened 
in the neighboul'11ood by their 0\\11 denomination, who are making 
,•igorous efforts to draw away the child1·en from this Institution to their 
own. It is rathe1· su1·prising, howe\'er, considering all the changes that 
have taken place, that so many yet remain." 

The school is clivided into elernn classes. [llere follows a programme of 
the studies.] Religious instruction is also communicated. Both the schools 
are daily opened with singing, reacling the scriptures, and prayer ; and 
dosed with prayer. The great p1-inci11les of the oracles of God are un­
folded to the 1·ising race, nod piety towards God and justice and benevo­
lence to men constantly enjoined. Thus are they taught to connect a. 
sanctified heart with an enlightened mind, to seek for mornl excellence 
as well as mental greatness ; and while the utmost attention is pai1l to 
thei1· education with the view of elevating their character, and raising 
them in society, and enabling them Jlroperly to discharge the duties of 
friends and subjects, gl'eat care is taken to make them well acquainted 
with the way of salvation, and the necessity of true holiness, ancl thus 
to train them up, as fiu· as possiule, in preparntion fol' a happy eternity. 
Hut it must he evident to e\'ery one, that such an Institution cannot be 
t'anied on without considerable expence. Although it is conducted with 
tl1e utmost eco110111y consistent with efficiency, yet the subscriptions and 
donations I.ave not been equal to the cunent expenditure. In addition 
to this, the debt mentioned in last Report has heeu discharged, other 
arrears have been partly paid up, and the pl'emises have urnlel'gone very 
·extensive repairs. Another debt has consequently been incurred of near­
ly ~ooo Its. 

Jn addition to discharging this, it will be neeessary to clef ray the ex-
VOL. I, 2 A 
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}lence of tl1e ne1v teacher's outfit and passage from England, wl1ich will 
considel'ably em'bal'rnss the trn~tees, unless they recei\"e even more than 
usual aid. But conscious that they themselves have no other ohject in 
VLew than the general good, they can a)lpeal with confidence to the 
generosity of a liberal and enlightened puhlic. They would take thrs 
opportunity also of expl'essing their l'egl'et that, in consequence of the 
unsettledness occasioned liy various causes connected with the Institution, 
the regulal' suhscl'iptions have not been callerl for rlrrring tl're past year, 
and they would earnestly request that they may now he )laid. 

If the friends of education will only bear in mind that this was the 
first Institution which was devoted to the improvement of the East India 
population,-a lar!{e, important yet neglected e-lass ; ancl that it has 
been the means of rescuing more than a thousancl' of young men and 
..-omen from idleness, vice and misery, and making them happy and use­
ful members of socil.'ty, and many of them true Ci11·istians; and that 
thousands more may still realize the same blessing, the Trustees doubt 
not but that it will continue to receive that support which it has for 
thil'ty yea1·s so liberally enjoyed, 

ROBERT BAYNE, Secret,wy. 

Be1·hampo1·e Native Orphan Asylum. 
The Origin, Ohjects and Routine of the Berhampore Native 01·ph:m 

Asylum, having been fully explainecl in the " Statement" 1mblished by 
the Rev. M. Hill at the close of hist year, on these points we have no­
thing new to lay before the friends of the Institution. 

The inmates of the Asylum, however, ha,•e received a considerable ad­
dition to thei1· number, since. the publ'ication of Mr. Hill's statement. 
The Cawnpore Famine llelief Society, sent us last cold season 24 orphan 
children, of whom two died, ;,nd one ran off before reaching this station. 
'J he emaciated forms and hagg·arcl J'ooks of these poor snft'erers, showed 
]1ow 1leeply they had d'runk of the cup of misery, before the hand of 
Christian charity could avail to rescue them from the ho1Tors of a famine 
which, like an overflowing scourge, had swept a,vay parents, brothers, 
friencls, and all who would "naturally care for their state." Though 
the regular supply of food ancl clothing which they enjoyed on their pas­
sage down the river, at tl1e most bmcing season of the year, had greatly 
contributed to theit· restoration to health; many of them on their anival 
were still laboring uncle1· various diseases, which ultimately canied off 
four more of theii- number. The remaining 17, through the Divine 
blessing on the kind exertions of the s11rgeon and assistant surgeon of 
the station, ha\'e returne,J from the Nati\'e Hogpital in goo1l health, and 
are now perfectly naturalizecl, many of them already speaking the Hen­
galce lanl!uage as fluently as if it were theii· mother-tongue, 

But besi,Jes these orphans from the North \Vestern Pi•ovinees, we have 
also received: a few from 0111· own district, from Patna, llazarihaugh and 
the zillah of Kishnagur. The number of our orphan children at this 
date (not including the g·irls refenecl to in llir, Hill's statement as hav­
ing been sent to tT1e Bhowanipore Christian Institution, in Calcutta), is 
3.5, of whom seven are girls. 

As it was founrl inexpedient to ecfucate the chiiclren of both sexes on 
the same premises, the girls, with those of the boys whose tender age 
:i:equired such an arrang·ement, were forme1l into a separate department. 
A Nati\'e Christian matron resides constantly with them, teaching the 
elcler girls the various branches of Bengalee housewifer}', and acting as 
a mother to the younger children, by which name inrleed she is kno'Nn 
among them all ancl loved. This department of the institution is-a~ 
Dabulbona, in the compound of l\lr. Lessel. 
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The elder boys remain in the original Asylum on the ,Mission Premises 
as before under the immecliate management of l\lr. L Herondelle, ivho 
lives in the Asylum, directs theil· work, assists in their education, aud 
exercises a general superintendence over a)I theil' conduct. Uo_th _dcpa!·t­
ments of the Institution are unde1· the daily control of the nuss1onar1es 
and their wives, who assist by their pe1·sonal elfol'ts wherever the teachers 
14,p.ear to require counsel, encouragement or aid. 

\\' e are happy in 1'ein~ able to add, that the orphans gene1·all}'. have 
gi,·en us satisfaction, by thei1· good behaviour and attention to their les­
sons and their work: but we mourn that so few of them seem to regard 
what is our main ohject, 0111· hearts' desire and prayer for them, the 
sal rntion of their souls. Over at least two of them, however, we are 
rejoicing yet with fear and trembling. They are amongst the senio1· boys, 
though not the oldest. For some months past they ha1•e of their own 
acconl accompanied us and the catechists to the bazars, with the view ~f 
qualifying themselves for the work of preaching the gospel to their 
countrymen. 

In atl<lition to tbe orpTrnns there are four boys and two girls, children 
of the farm laborers, being educated in the Asylum: so that the inmates 
of both departments united amount to 4,1, viz. 2-1- boys on the mission 
premises, and nine girls and eight young boys at Babulbona. Seven men 
of the a!l"riculturnl class from the neighbouring district, professing to be 
in search of emplo)•ment and at the s:ime time desirous of embracing the 
Clu·istian faith, last hot sea!ion were engaged as stated laborers on the 
farm, as they sel'med to us to come under the description of persons for 
whose benefit the farm was originally designed, (vide Statement, JI. 6.) 
In a short time they solicited and o~tained pe1·mission to bring their 
families, amounting in all to 28 souls. They were so very poor, that we 
willini;ly, at their request, admitted such of their children as we1·e of a 
suitable age, into the orphan school. The parents, with their infant 
children, are located on the farm, and with them we have placed a Chris­
tian sirkar, to conduct their morning and evening worship, and instruct 
them in the true faith. They also attend the 1·egular Bengalee services 
at the mission house on the Sabbath <lay, along with the Native Chris­
tians and orphans; and though deplorably ignorant, they appear willing 
-some of them anxious-to learn, and attentive to the means of grace. 
One of the old fa1·m servants, also, has thrown off his caste, and attends 
worship, &c. with the others, with the avowed design of becoming a 
C.:hristian, \Ve should not, howeve1·, think ou1·aelves justified in baptiz­
ing any of them yet. 

Two of the orphan girls have just been mal'l'ied-one to a young man 
( one of the above laborers ), and the other to the eldest of the orphan 
lads. \l' e should have gladly kept them at school two years lo11ge1·, as 
they had been only a few months in the Asylum ; but considering· theil· 
mature age, we did not think it p1·udent to oppose theil- wishes, Both 
couples are now located on the farm. 

J •~ concluding this Report, we would desire to express our humble 
gratitude to God, for the measure of support which he has g1·acio11sly 
"·ouchsafed to us, in our endeavours to benefit the temporal and spiritual 
conJ1tiou of those destitute children, who by his all.wise providence 
have been placed unde1· ou1· care. \Ve also return ou1· since1·e thanks to 
those Ye1·y kind friends of the Institution, by whose libernlity we lmve 
hitherto been enabled to carry on ou1· effo1·ts, without embarrassment. 
"' e shall doubtless be excused' from naming individual benefactor~, but 
we feel theh- favors not the less on this account. May He who is the 
Father of the fatherless bless them, and return their kindness into theii­
own bosoms a thousand.fold! 

2 A 2 
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The grenter pnrt of this hnlnnce is oominnl-11s there are bills oo haod to dis­

charge which will re1luce tbe bnlaoce to less th110 Rs. 2000. 
There has been a g'reut increilse in the cireulntion of books through the Deposi­

tory during the pnst yenr, especially among the European portion of the residents, 
which is very eocournging: 

RECF.IPTS.-1, Bcugali Tracts printed 146,000, of which 50,000 nre II gift from 
Mr. Hnwkins nod 20,000 from the llaptist Missinn Press, the whole being only a 
portion of 220,000 ordered by the Committee. 2, Hindosthanee reprinted 4,UOO, hein,: 
the rommeuceme11t of nn nrder tn the nmount nf 111nvards of 200,000 now on hand. 
J, Promiscuous grant in English nod other Eurnpean langu11ii;es from the London 
Trnct Society, 32,000. 4, from Messrs. J. W. Alexnnder, Hnwkins, Sutton, &c. 
nearly 15,00J iu English, PersiuD and Ooriya; mnking in all about 200,000 received 
into the Depository. 

bsu•:s.--Th.e issues for the year hnve been 273,000. Thus the receipts have been 
about 18,000, nod the issues 100,000 greater than during the former year. 

In the ""'Ork of boo k-trnnslatiou little h11s been done. The first part of Bnrtb's 
Church History bas been trnnslated into BeogRli by the Rev. Mr. Piff'ard; also 
Dnd,lriclge's Rise and Progress, abrid~ed and altered in some mea,ure, translated 
into Bengnli aud printed; and the life of Daniel into Bengali by the Rev. Mr. 
:!\Jorton. Several little works have been prepared in Persian b)· the Rev. Mr. 
Plfan<ler for the benefit of Mnhommedans understanding or speaking that language. 
!\lr. Plfauder wns for some time engagecl in the Georgian Mission, but through 
the bigottetl jenlousy of the Government of that country was expelled from thence, 
but not until be had become well ver,ed in the delusions and language of the peo­
ple. After having acquired this important object his steps were directed to this 
city, where bis acquisitions have been turned to a valuable result. During the 
1111st year the ,·arious works have made their appearance: they com11reheod tbe 
rhief points at issue in the controversy between Christians and Musulmans, and 
those who nre able to judge their merits, speak very highly of their v11lue. 

The Hepnrt goes on to notice that" silent knowledge is .-apidly though secretly 
!liprea<iing-ioquirie!li, in many cases, are incited ioto action-convictioo, produced 
under n sermon or address, is urging on towa,·ds conversion, by the hidden supplies 
of e troct or a book read privately and by bidden snatches." 

I<, consequence of the large dem1tnds for the Society's books, especially from 
Ap:ra, an Auxilia,·y Depository bas been formed there under Capt. Wbele1·, to whom 
an extensive supply of books has been sent up. 

This Society have corresponded with the Madras ancl Bombay Tract Societies for 
tmoslations of their chief native tracts, promising in return translations of their 
principal tracts-the request has been readily acceded to. 

Uuriug the past year a cognate society has been established in Calcutta, called 
the Chrutian School Book Society, whose object is to promote the sanctification 
of the educational literature of India. 

The Report concludes with some very excellent remarks on what should constitute 
the duty of every one in stining up his energies for the service of Christ. "Time 
is spee<ling on-year after yenr passes nway-tbe close nf each man's stewardship to 
God is hRstening towRrds him-soon will it be here. What shall our account tben 
be:" " * " " " Let us then awake more than ever ;-let us open out· eyes 
on the fearful r11pidity of time's revolution. Let him that can teach, teach now-let 
him that can give, give now-let him that can wrUe, write now-let him that can 
translate, translate 11ow-let him that can distribute, distribute now-let him tbnt 
can prn_y, prny now-let him that can do any of these, do it now-let him that can do 
oil of these, do all now; for tbe time is short, and the end of all is at hand I" 

The Reverend Mr. Boswell propq,;ed the first resolution, which was-
Firsl.-" That the Report now reed be adopted and circulated as a pledge of our 

continuance in brotherly Jove, and as a medium of exciting increased inte,·est in this 
Society's special depa,tmeot of evangelical operntion." 

Jo putting it be dwelt some time on the importance ofunily and brotherly love in 
all Christian undertakings. But there could be DO brotherly Jove without divine 
truth as its foundation. The most delightful feature of s11ch an associRtion as this 
is, that it includes amongst its friends and supporters CbristiRDS of oil denomina­
tions in a holy union The Rev. speaker illustrated this, by supposing the pil­
lars which support the roof of the Hall to be all of marble, which though of differ­
ent and various colours, will still, if contrived on the same principles of architecture, 
yield equal s11p11ort to the building. So may every class of pious Christians mutu­
ally render assistance in the great edifice of Christianity, aocl be its support. In 
conclusion be commended union in prayer to Almighty God, that be would unite with 
his servants in the e:i:teosion of His Kingdom. 

Mr. J. W. AleX11nder seconded the above motion, 
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The second resolution, viz. 
Second.-" That the spiritual exigencies of India, the in11dequ11te amo11nt of 

personnl agen~y provided for its conversion to God, and the evident blessing which 
hns ever attended the circulation of w1·itten trnth-call for sustained 1rnd incr~ased 
activity on our part in the diffusion of Christian Tracts and Books over this whole 
land''-

Was put by Mr. Morton, who followed it up with some appropriate remarks; in 
the course of which the speaker gave nn nnecdote of a young lady who hnving gone 
to a hall was struck with the awful word' eternilv,' which so affected her that she 
becnme serious. 

Mr. Beattie secon,le<I the Resolution with a few earnest expressions of delight 
in being privileged to do so. 

The ltev. Mr. Wybrow after moving tbe Third Resolution, wldch was: 
Third.-" That the uubelief and impenitence under the various means of grace, 

by which we nre beset 011 every hand, claim from us earnest intercessory prayer 
before the Lord, nn1I special supplicntion for the immediate and effectual interpo­
sition of the Holy Spirit to communicate saving power to all our operations ns a 
Society,''-observed with much earnestness on the still prevailing stubbornness of 
heart, and obstinate persevel'ftnce in wickedness by the people, notwithstanding the 
knowledge that they could not fail to possess concerning the riches of the gospel. 
Even in this city where sucl, intense ellertions are being made for their enlighten­
ment, be could not help thinking of what Da,•is says, that although the truth is self. 
evident of the two sides of an isosceles triangle beiog equal, if that truth were to 
affect any of. the religious prejudices of mankind, its infallibility would instantly be 
questioned and perversely denied, So it is in regnrd to Christianity and the hea­
then's acceptance of it: their superstitions and prejudices render them utterly blind 
and deaf to the perception of truth. It is a lamentable fact, their existing hardness 
of heart seems to be almost beyond redemption. The speaker then related a striking 
instance, which l1ad lately come under his own observatioo, of a young native, who 
from a scoffer at Christianity, at length professed to believe, and seemed so earnest 
that he was received into the church ; but he fell : soon after his baptism, he pre­
sented himself to the speaker, and giving an ell.aggerated statement of the illoess of 
his mother, expressed his intention of instantly going to see her, the result was 
feared; he was earnestly ad1·ised not to go, but he would and he did. He returned 
to the Mirzapore Mission no mo1·e I He had been since seen, but had shrunk from 
the Missionaries. Such things were sorrowful and deeply humiliating. More union 
in prayer-more earnestness in it-was called for from Christians. As Elisha in l1is 
earnest prayer to God for the restoration to life of the Shunamite's son, made the 
child's case his own, by placing his hands on the child's hands, and so also his arms, 
and his limbs; in like manner should we, by making the case of the heathen our 
own, pray more unceasingly and more earnestly for their conversion and regeneration 
to life eternal. 

The Rev. Mr. Mieklejohn seconded the. resolution with some very eppropriate re­
marks, in the course of which be obse.-ved that the very fnct of the obstinacy to 
receive the truth, ought to he a reason for our increased, united, and persevering 
ell.ertion to spread the knowledge_ of the means of grnce; and if there were·any one 
way in which that end could be arrived at, that w11y was the mode adopted by this 
Association of diffusing Christian knowledge. Observe, said the Rev. speaker, 
l1ow the operations of nature proceed: now plants spring forth and bud; the thistle 
with its downy filaments, each of which contains a seed, is made to spread far nnd 
wide, by the winds of heaven wafting the downy seed over the to)ls of mouutains 
as well as in the vallies. Some fall on rocks and stony places, and produce nothing; 
but much falls on good ground, and fructifies and multiplies. Tracts and other reli­
gious publicntions are ou1· winged messengers, an"ll although much may fail of produc­
iog good, still will some take root and bring forth fruit in due season through the 
grace of God. In this confidence we circulate trncts-and deem it n privilege to do 
so :-let us do it as a work of faith, nod do it with earnest, and affectionate, and 
above nil uniltd prayer, for it is this which will ensure the help of the Almighty. 

The last resolutioo was put by l\fr. J. F. M. Reid, and seconded by Mr. C. 
Tucker.-

Fourth.-" That for the management of the affairs of this Society during the 
ensuing year, the Committee of last year be reap)lointed, with power to add to 
their number, agreeably to the printed regulations of the Society," 

Alter which the Doxology was sung, and the meeting broke up. 

CALCUTTA AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 
A General Meeting of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society was held in the To,vn 

Hall, on Dec, Jrd,-Lhe attendance of ladies and gentlemen 011 the occasion was very 
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honor an,I virtue in them thnn nny othel' iofi,lel nRtion in the world, nnd much supe­
rior to my conotrymen.'' !low different wns this to the mornls of Englishmrn. Yet 
Sir C. Mnlcom n11d Sir Charles Forbes bnd lately said, thnt Englnnd would he the 
gainer if she would exchange her morals for the mo1·als of India. If that were true 
ye Englishmen, I say, give up your chnritable iostitutions, you,· schools, your do: 
mestic happiness, you,· sublime l'elil!ion, auil excbnnl!;e it for all the degrndin~ 
s,·stem of the lliudus, with their caste which would let a fellow-creuture sta1·re lik~ 
:{ dog rather t l,an put forward a hand to help him. When we see these tbiogs our 
minds must fall back with disi;ust at a reli!!ioo (l) which can sanction such things; 
away, ye llliasiooaries, ye are not required here-no; Hindu pl'iests a,·e 1·e<iuil'ed 
to go to England to teach them /hue! The speaker then said thnt he had atteotive­
ly examined the Shaste,·s and the Koran, nuil was l'eady to prove, if neccssa1·y, 11 n,l 
hnJ proved it several times already, that there was scftl'cely a single doct,ine, or 11 
precept which inculcated the pursuit of morality and n holy life. 

The duties of Missionaries called them ioto very frequent and close cootact with 
the natives. They bad thus an opportunity of kuowing more of theil' virtues 
and vices than :,oy other Europeaos. And ns an object at a distnnce seemed well 
propo1·t1oned and coosistent, but when viewed closely, an,I scanned in all its parts, its 
deformities an,l defects were fully apparent; so was it with regard to the observa­
tion of English resident~ in general, and thnt of Missionaries on native manners and 
morality. Wero Eo,dnnd indeed to exchange morals with such a people, tlten would 
he no lon~er be holdiog the pnpe,· contaiuing the resolution which he hnd to propose, 
and which he now did with sincere pleasure. 

The Rev. M,·. Tucker rnse to second the above resolution-and in doing so 
reverted to the days of David when the scriptures were scarce--those days had passed, 
and now every one had the privilege of possessin1r the bible. Ha,! I come (continu­
ed he) to tell yo11 of a tale of woe or Jamfoe, the doleful tale wouhl in all probability 
affect yo11 greatly; and were 1 to take }OU to see the bones of the victims 11s thry 
lie whitening the road side, that tale and this si<rht would stir your benevolence to 
·acts of chRl'ity: we come with no tnle of this nature, hut we come with one of II f111· 
worse kind-your fellow-men are sta,·viog Ol'onnd you, not with starvation from 
"ant of food for the hody, but with the fan,ine of the soul-and the death of the soul 
is wo,·se than that of the body. Whnt would you think of an executo,·, who was 
entrusted with n le~acy which he was to administer for the benefit of the 
widow aod children of a deceased friend, if he were to make awny with all the proper­
ty for bis owu benefit-thus is it with us, we nre left as executors, the gospel is the 
leirncy which we are to distribute to our sta,·ving oeighbuurs let; us not therefore 
11oa1·d it up for our benefit alone, but fulfil our trust to ou,· maste1· in the best man­
nel'. 

In putting the resolution from the chair, Mr. Smith adverted to the small despis. 
-edcolony which Calcutta once was, and that in its ailvancewent frow darkness to light 
the band of ProviJenee was to be seen very prominent. 

The Reverend i\lr. Morton proposed the third Resolution,-" Thnt this Meeting 
ndopts the roles of the Auxilillry as r"ised by the Committee and now read, aud 
that they be substituted in the forthcoming report as the rules of the Calcutta 
Auxiliary Bible Society,'' Mr. _J\lorton spoke to the pui·pose, but we have not time 
to give any 11art of bis speeeh. The resolution was secooded by W. Baiubri<.lge, 
Esq. 

The Reverend Mr. Boaz proposed the fourth resolution,-" That the following 
be the list of Office-bearers of the Cnlcutta Auxilia,·y for the ensuin~ year: 

Pafron.~THE ll1suor OF CALCUTTA. President-C. W. SMITH, Esq. Vice-Prtsi­
de11/s-Hon. W.W. Bird, Esq. aud Ven. Archdeacon Dealtry. Committee -Alexnn­
der. J. W. Esq., Beattie, Jt.. Esq., Boaz, ltev. T., Boswell, Rev. R. B., Hayes, Rev. 
Jt. D., Crag~. J. W. Esq, Fisher, Hev. H., Hreberlin, Rev. Dr., Hawkins, J. A. F. 
}:sq., Lacroix, Rev. Ml'., Lowis, John, F.sq., Millett, F. Esq., Morris, G. Esq., 
l\lorton, ltev, W., Penrce, Rev. \V. II., Pickance, Rev. G., Pitfard, Rev. J., Rox­
burgh, Capt., Thomas, ltev. J., Yates, Rev. W. 1rcasurer-llANK OF BENGAL. 
Cnptnin Roxburgh, Ca,h Ser,·etary: Rev. T. Danz, Secretary Jo,· correspo111/wce 
,u;i/h England and tlme,-ica. Rev. R. B. Boswell, Aeling Secrtturyfor gencralbusi"ess. 

The Hev. Mr. Gogerly seconded the above resolutioo. • 
J. A. F. Hawkins, Esq. moved the fifth Resolution, in which he was secondeil by 

the Hev. T. Sandys,-" That thanks he returned to the office-bearers of the Inst two 
yeau for their labours in the cause of this Auxiliary," 

l\lo,-ed by Joho Lowis, E,q. seconded by J. W. Alexandel', Esq.-" That the best 
thanks of the Meeting be returoe<I to the Chninnnn :" and the interesting Meeting 
then broke up. 




