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THE

EALEGUTTA
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

(Ned Zeries.)
No. 5.—MAY, 1840.

1.—A4 few facts connected with the late Mela at Allahabad.

It having been ““ noised abroad” by the ¢ Pragwalls’ (brah-
mans who are supported by the contributions of the pilgrims
who visit this place), that the ¢ Company” was about to reim-
pose the tax on Pilgrims who resort to this mela, it produced
quite a rush from the villages in the neighbourhood at an early
period of the mela. The people came and bathed for a day or
two and returned to their villages. The ¢ Sakrant,” (the sun’s
entering a new sign,) which constitutes the first great day, and
from which the Hindus consider the mela as fairly begun,
occurred on the 20th of January.

Previous to that time people began to encamp in large num-
bers on the beach. Several sects of religious mendicants, be-
gan at an early period, to fit up quarters for themselves.
Among these were two sects of ¢ Nagis,”” who come only
once in six years. One of these sects is called ¢ Nirbéni,”
meaning, “ without speech,” or language : an epithet which
they apply to the Supreme Being, seeming to imply that He is
¢ without speech.”

The other is called ¢ Niranjan,” meaning, * invisible.”” It
is also applied to the Divine Being, expressive of his in-
visibility, Both parties tell us that they are ¢ sons of one
father,”” viz. intimately connected. They are divided into two
sects, rather for sake of convenience in their begging peregri-
nations, than from any difference of opinion among them.
Members of the former sect told us, that they at present num-
ber in their fraternity about 5000 persons, and of the latter
that they number about 2000. I suspect the former exagge-
rated a little, as we did not perceive much difference in their
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244 The late Mela at Allahabad, [May,

appearance as to numbers, The present ¢ Param Mahant”
(principal Abbot) named “ L4l Giri,” is a man of ordinary ap-
pearance, but rather of a friendly disposition. The two sects
make regular tours to several different shrines, viz. Alla-
habad, Gayd, Jagannith, the Godéavari, Rimeshwar, Sigar,
Hardwiér, and a few other places. They complete their cir-
cuit in six years.

Their Doctrines.—They believe, or rather affect to believe,
that they are themselves portions of the  Divine Being.”
They consider themselves as having obtained high privileges
by the force of fasting and other penances and works of
merit. They assert that they possess His attributes and pro-
perties as fully as He does himself. That God eats, drinks,
sleeps, &c. &c. just as all others do. Many persons would
probably exclaim, ¢ It is not possible that they can believe so.”’
But such persons have not comprehended the extent of Safen’s
tact at managing the human heart, nor the facility with which
the mind in certain states is clouded, and  carried captive by
Satan at his will.”” When appealed to in a caln and impressive
manner for some proof of their possessing Divine attributes—
to ¢ make one hair white or black;” or when God gives the
command for their Mahant ¢ to die, if they can arrest the
approach of death for a moment?” If they are not too much
excited, or have no especial motive for maintaining their consis-
tency, they will admit frankly that they cannot do any such
thing, that it is absurd. They seem to be candid in admitting
the absurdity of such pretensions, and in a short time are
found assuming their ground again without seeming to be
conscious at all of the impiety involved in their pretensions.
They profess to be worshippers of ¢ Mahideo,” i. e. Shiva.
They perform their worship sometimes aloue, sometimes in
company. They make but little use of images.

Dress.—They pride themselves in going without clothes, yet
many of them have not yet attained that degree of merit that
they can dispense with all dress. Yet a sufficient number
have attained this point. They have their heads covered with
a large mass of shaggy, unshorn hair, which is covered with
cowdung, and every thing that can make it look abominable.
Their faces are generally smeared with a white composition
prepared for the purpose; their bodies are covered with
ashes : thus they go strolling about in companies of 20 to 50
in a state of grotesque and hateful nudity. No pen in earthly
hand can adequately describe the mingled feeling of disgust,
sympathy, and sadness which fills the heart that has to
come into daily contact with crowds of human beings in such
a state.
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Accommodations.—They marked out for themselves ground
in a somewhat tasty style; on this they erected in two lines,
little grass huts facing each other at a distance of about 50
paces. These were built in neat rooms. In front of each hut
is a mound of earth about four feet high, having a little para-
pet, or wall of a few inches high, extending all round the top.
This is neatly smoothed over with cowdung. On the top of
these chalwertrds, or mounds, they bask in the sun during
the day, and read their sacred books, or talk, or sleep as they
feel inclined.

Near the centre of each encampment they have a rather
splendid flag, suspended on a very high bambu, which waves
with all the beauty and grace of nature over their heads.
Alongside the flagstaff is erected a kind of pyramid of earth
about 20 feet square at its base, and 15 feet high, ascended by
flights of steps on the four sides. On the apex of this are
placed a few sea shells, a dish of flowers, a small image of
¢ Mahideo,” and a few rather elegantly polished brass can-
dlesticks. This place is regarded as too sacred for us to
ascend so as to see fully what is on it. Over it, at a well-ad-
justed distance, is a large awning, suspended by the four cor-
ners. It consists of four separate awnings of beautifully fringed
pitk silk and crimson velvet; each one diminishing in size as
its place is lower in the series, so as to suggest the idea of an
inverted pyramid, and to form a pretty good counterpart to
the platform below. All this if it could be viewed apart from
the unearthly appearance of the occupants, would leave rather
a pleasing impression.

Parade.—When they go out on public days, &c. the princi-
pal men of the ¢ Nirban)’ sect go paraded on seven large and
splendidly caparisoned elephants, over which are spread a
number (which I did not count), of splendid flags. Others
are mounted on the finest horses and camels, some of themn
armed. The whole is preceded by mace-bearers carrying
enormous silver sticks, and much of the insignia of royalty;
then all this is followed by the mass of the sect clothed in
their uncouth, and ashy, and odious nakedness, strolling along
like what no man ever described, and surrounded on all sides
by an almost innumerable multitude of men, womern and
children, all rushing to get on the highest places, and even
trying, to get upon each others shoulders to obtain a good
view of them. Thus they go, and the other sect follows them
in about equal parade, to the river side where they all bathe.

As we stood by their flag-staff this morning, they pressed us
to make an offering of a few rupees on their shrine, assuring
us that a few days ago an English gentleman of high standing
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in the civil service did make an offering of a gold mohur
on the same shrine, and thought if ke did so, we who
are ° smaller folks,” might with all safety do so too. They
gave his name, his office and his place of residence. 1
suppress the name: would that the curtain could be drawn
over the deed and its resunlts, as I draw my pen over his
name !

Feast.—The Param Mahant, or Abbot, of a sect of ¢* Gosains’’
whose head-quarters are here at Allahabad, died a short time
since, and the sect fixed upon the time of the mela to place
another upon the ¢ Gaddi,” (seat of state.) As a matter of
course, or of etiquette, they had to invite the whole tribe of
Nagds, Gosiins, Udésis, &c.to a feast. This was prepared,
and on the appointed day they all assembled on an elevation
extending from the corner of the fort. They seated them-
selves naked as they were generally, in six rows, two and two
facing each other on the smooth ground. When ¢ all things
were ready” they served out to each person two balls of a
sweetmeat composed of flour and sugar, and one or two other
ingredients, fried in ghi. 'These rolls, or balls, were about
three inches in diameter. They had each a kind of platter
made of leaves stitched or fastened together by wooden pegs,
no other furniture.  After they had all received their portion
of sweetmeat, they ate them together. Afterwards a portion
of ¢ Dhai” was served out to each in a cup made of the same
kind of leaf. This was all the food and furniture and parade
which appeared in the festival.

The next morning, the sweetmeats, &c. that remained from
the feast were distributed as ¢ charity’’ to the brdhmans,
Nigis, Goséins, &c. There passed by our place 20 men with
full baskets on their heads on their way to the quarters of
the N4gds. These were preceded by mace-bearers and two
men blowing rumpets for the purpose of calling public
attention to the supposed munificent alms. 1 never before
saw such force in the Saviour’s precaution on that subject.
¢ When thou doest thine elms, do not sound a trumpet before
thee as the hypocrites do, in the synagogues, and in the
streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto
you, they have their reward.” Again the fact of one poor
mendicant beggar feeding one or two thousand beggars, and
then dispensing the fragments that were left with the clangor
of trumpets and the parade of nobility, shewed in strong
colors the readiness of the human ind to be captivated by
appearances, and led away from facts, else it would have
struck themselves as inconsistent that one who professed
himself to be a houseless, pennyless beggar, dependant on the
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charities of others for a bare subsistence, should make such a
display of wealth in the presence of myriads!

Both parties of the < Nagis™ prepare at certain intervals of
time, or on certain occasions, what they call ¢ Hom’’ (burnt
offering.) 1In this they burn incense with various rather un-
meaning ceremonies and reading shlokas from their sacred
books., The incense is composed of ghi and various kinds of
grain and flowers, &c. all vegetable substances, except the
ghi. The ceremony of burning is performed by the Param
Mahant, aided by others high in rank. But the ceremony
is not worth detailing. They were either unable or unwilling
to give us any intelligent account of the object of the Hom.
How far the idea of sacrifice enters into their Hom I could
not learn.

Among them a very important personage was paraded
about during nearly the whole of the mela. This was a man
who has one of his legs cut off, and its place supplied by a
wooden one. He has held both his hands at full stretch
above his head until they have both become stiffened and
indurated, so that he canuot take them down. Nature after
bearing long, had forced herself to come to his aid by forming
large protuberances under his arms and inside his elbows
to sustain his arms in their new position. Thus with both
hands projecting far above his head, and in a state of entire
nudity, he was paraded nearly every day past our tent on the
shoulders of others, who seemed to esteem it a high honor
to carry such a holy man upon their backs, He was usually
followed by a vagrant crowd of admirers. And although he
professes to have perfectly subdued, by the power of devotion
and penance, every earthly emotion, it was very manifest
that he felt flattered if we noticed him by looking at him as
he passed, and that he felt disappointed if we did not notice
him as he rode in triumph past our tent.

With all this devotion and victory over earthly propensities
and emotions, his temper is so very irritable that the natives
deprecated our having any thing to say to him. Mr. S. en-
countered him once in Baniras and found him quite as violent
and irascible as the people had said he was.

The ¢ Niagas” at one time assert that ¢ there is no difference
between their gurié and the Divine Being ;> at another that
¢ there is no difference between tkemselves and God.” They
charge the ¢ Gosdins” and other sects with atheism. But
they are generally so ignorant as not to know very much
about atheism, except thatit is opposed to them, opposed to
their lofty claims of union with the Divine Being.

They accustom themselves to go strolling about the mela
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in companies of from 10 to 15, with their bodies and hair
smeared with ashes, and their faces daubed with various
colored paints, each having an empty gourd in his hand,
and following each other at the distance of two or three rods,
singing in a loud and mournful tone ““ang,” ¢ ang,” * ang,”
each man in a different tone, and at a different key. Their
music at a distance would fall on tbe ear with a soothing,
saddening, influence, were it not connected with the idea of
their religious delustons and assumption. Of the word ¢ ang,”
which forms the subtance of their song, I could get no satis-
factory account. The Sanskrit word ¢ ang’ means ¢ body,”
but they must have some other idea connected with it.

The Bairdgis.—They occupy a district of the mela ground
by themselves. There are about 2000 or 2500 of them on
the ground as they suppose. Elephants are numerous among
them. They visit all the places deemed sacred by Hindus.
In their peregrinations they go singly, or in small parties as
convenience or inclination may happen to lead them. They,
as the Nagas, depend entirely on begging for their daily food,
and are seldom suffered to feel the pressure of want. Indeed
the appearance of the whole tribe of mendicants proclaims that
they live on the ‘fat of the land.” The Bairagis profess to
worship Sitd Rdm and Salig R4m. Idols of brass and stone and
wood are numerous among them. They play on cymbals and
other instruments, and sing before their shrines ; they seem to
pay especial honors to the incarnation of Rdm. They generally
wear large, coarse ropes round their waists, and seem to vie
with each other in disfiguring their appearance and giving to
themselves an unearthly aspect. One of their Mahants told
us ‘“ they wear these ropes around their waist simply asa
kamarband,” but this was manifestly a mere evasion. One
of their number assured us with all possible gravity, that ¢ they
were so entirely freed from sin, and so %oly, that even the
holy Ganges is made more pure by bathing their feet.”

Ndnakshihis.—They are a sect of ¢ Sikh Bairigis,” who
adopt the principles and doctrines of Néanak Shih. They
number about 1000 at the mela. They have four principal
Mahants. They visit all the sacred places of note among the
Hindus. They travel generally in small parties, for the sake
of convenience in begging, They tell us that * all persons of
family give them food; sometimes wealthy persons make
them considerable presents.”” It seewms to be a kind of admitted
principle among the Hindus, and which these people are very
sedulous in cultivating, that where a man inclines to prefer
the endearments and conveniences of social life by marrying
and cherishing any of the family relations, he is under obliga-
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tions, as an offset against this indulgence, to give liberally of
the best that he possess to those who, denying themselves all
these earthly conveniences, and living a life of religious aus-
terities, pray for them, and thus become their intercessors.
With this assumed and admitted superiority over those who
consent to partake in the enjoyments of social and domestic
life, these mendicants traverse the country claiming as a pur-
chased right, a portion of the best products of the lubors of the
grihasts, (family folks.)

The Ndnakshdhis worship Nénak Shih. They profess to
bave occasional interviews with the Divine Being, yet when
this is sifted a little, it appears so be only with some of the
deolds. They however profess to worship only Ninak Shah,
and the Granth sacred book which he prepared for them.

As we stood by one morning they were engaged, as some of
them said, in worshipping the Granth, as others satd in * bless-
ing food which was about to be distributed to brahmans, &c.”
They had a platform of earth erected about three feet high, and
30 feet square : over this was a canopy of broidered cloth. They
were ranged in a ciccle or row around the edge of the platform
as close as they could stand together. The principal Mahant
was repeating shlokas from the Granth, while at certain inter-
vals, or certain expressions, they all joined their hands toge-
ther and made a respectful bow towards the book. The
persons engaged in conversation with us, seemed light and
cheerful, and to have their whole attention taken up with what
they were saying to us; still at the regular period they did not
fail to place the palms of their hands together and pay their
respects to the Granth. This sect although calling themselves
Uddsts, (penitents,) like all the other mendicant sects, look full
and fresh in their appearance, and as though the piety of the
laboring people would not suffer them to want any thingin the
line of eatables. In a word, it is too plain to be mistaken that
the principal reason with the greater number of those mendi-
cants for continuing in their sect and their profession, is the
superior ease and secarity with which they procure an abun-
dant supply of all that they consider good to eat, whilst they
can live an easy, indolent life, free from care and free from
exertion. Aside from this, many of them seem to be bound to
their profession by a very slender cord.

Early in the mela, as we were engaged in discussions with
the pandits and others, a large overgrown Bairdgi with a shag-
gy head and naked body, pressed his way through the crowd
and seated himself on a morhd just in front of Mr. M. and
myself, in a most conspicuous position. He drew up his feet
on the morh$, and commenced singing to himself in an under
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tone, to show that he was not paying any attention to what
we were saying. We endeavoured to show him from the word
of God that in thus throwing off his clothes and exposing him-
self he violated not only the command of God but also all the
finer and better feelings of our common nature. He did not
assent to the justness of any thing which we said, and we
thought we had quite failed in reaching his mind. But we
were surprised a day or two afterwards to see the same man
come into the midst of us and sit down ¢ clothed” and, in
some respects like ¢ one in his right mind.”

As we stood by to see the course of things at the ¢ bard
khana’ given to the Nigis and other naked folks, there sat near
us an old and shrivelled and feeble woman who had tottered
here from a distance. She had one hand full of dry sand, some
of us expressed some curiosity as to what she meant to do
with it; she immediately explained what she intended to do
with it by commencing to eat it; at the same time telling us
it was sand which she had taken up by the side of the holy
Ganges, and that it would take away all her sins if she would
cat it, and that she held it as a most precious treasure. In
the mean time she kept throwing it into her mouth in small
quantities dry as it was, and toiling and stretching her face to
gulp it down and actually succeeded in swallowing nearly all
of it while we stood by. The ¢ Prigwills” (brihmans, sup-
ported by pilgriins resorting to Allahabad), seem now to regret
much that the ¢ Company’s Tax’ has been taken off at this
place. They came to us several times during the mela with
this complaint that ¢ the taking off the tax had grealty injured
them.” *¢ Formerly,”” said they, ¢ when the Company took a
rupee as tax from each man, the people thought nothing of
paying us six or eight annas. But now that the tax is taken
off and the road to the sacred waters laid open freely to all,
the people have found that they are too poor to pay us any
thing! They say now the way is open to every body, we can
go aud bathe as much and as often as we please and no body
can prevent us?

Thus the brihmans deprecate the free access of every body
to the water as likely in the end to ruin their prospects.

The ¢ Pragwalls’” seem exceedingly anxious to prevent the
people from hearing us preach, and from seeing our books.
Whilst the people are coming in large crowds about the height
of the mela they go out to meet the people at some distance
and conduct them in in large companies, and take especial
pains when they come near us, to conduct them by ¢ on the
other side,” lest haply some of them should pause, and hear
and have their confidence in the Ganges shaken. 1 have seen
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one individual, conducting as many as three or four companies,
past us in one day, always showing deep solicitude lest any of
them should even incidentally hear us.

The impression on wmy mind from the whole of the mela
is, that the more intelligent among the Hindus themselves are
persuaded that their system cannot stand before Christianity,
and that one day it must yield. And I think this impression
on their minds would be greatly strengthened, if in their
discussions with Missionaries and others, they were drawn
over more to the broad, firm ground, which the word of God
takes in this matter. Discussions with them are exceedingly
apt to run off into the labyrinths of Hindu science. And the
shlokas and counter-shlokas of the shdstras, and metaphysical
discussions about the attributes or absence of attributes in the
Divine Being, consume the time and usurp the place of the
solemn strong appeals of the Bible, and the developments of
the Divine character and attributes, which are set forth in the
word of God with a clearness aud power that can disturb the
most callous conscience. Besides God has not promised to
convert or sanctify men by Sanskrit shlokas or the doctrines
of the Pdrdns. His own word is that by which he has taught
us to hope for their sanctification. I know it is necessary at
times to follow them through the mazes of the shdstras, to
ferret out all their subterfuges, but it is hard to keep from
being hurried there too soon, and spending too long a time in
wandering through such dark and unfruitful fields, and 1 have
often seen them bow to the majesty of truth as it is presented
in the Bible after a long and fruitless battling over the cur-
rent phraseology of their metaphysical sciences.

The Jews required a sign (to prove that Jesus was the Christ),
and the Greeks sought after wisdom (demanded a system of
religion that would accord with the principles of their science),
and so do the Muhamwadans and Hindus ; but our work is
to “preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block,
and to the Greeks foolishness” —to the Muhammadans impiety
and to the Hindus nonsense—but to those who are called and
enlightened from above, ¢ Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.”> And while we are often thrown back on
the question, “ Who hath believed our report ? and to whom is
the arm of the Lord revealed > We are not without evidence
that the word of God is going forward and showing to the
people the majesty of its power.

Allahabad, March lst, 1840.
W.
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11.—The Orissa Mission—Need of more labourers.

The following is an extract from a letter that we have re-
ceived from the Rev. J. Stubbins.

«\Vhile there are those who are ready to risk their fortunesin Lotteries
and diffcrent worldly amusements, wlho contribute their hundreds and
thousands towards the erection of theatres, &ec. it is matter of fervent
rejoicing that there are those who, with much less questionable ambition
and infinitely more important objects, contribute liberally of what God
has graciously given them for the promotion of his glory and the welfare
of their fellow.men. 'T'his is a benevolence which will staud the scrutiny
of him who hath said ¢ Occupy tili I come’—one over which they will
not mourn in the closing scenes of life, nor through eternal ages.

“ Amudst the various claims upon Christian sympathy aud liberality
perhaps nene are greater than are presented by Orissa, so long the
seat of vice in its most degraded forms—of every thing shocking to
humanity, pernicious to Society and ruinous to the eternal interests
of the immortal soul. It however demands our gratitude and praise
as Christians, that the awful and infernal gloom which has for ages
settled down upon this unhappy province, is gradually being dispersed
by the rising beams of ‘the Sun of Righteousness,” and we do trust
the day is comparatively not far distant, when this light of life shall
shine forth in all its radiant and meridian splendour. 1In the neighbour-
hood where I reside, it is almost as common as possible for the people
openly to acknowledge that “idols and idolatrous worship are false and
delusive—that the religion we preach to them, is the only one that can
make them happy for time and eternity.” Under these impressions, many
with deep seriousness frequently inquire more fully about the plan of
salvation ; our hopes are raised respecting some who seem almost to have
made up their minds to become the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and we do trust they will soon declare, ¢ this people shall be my people
and their God my God.” I was not unfrequently delighted, in sume of
my tours during the last cold season, te wituess the fixed and affected
looks of many who had never before heard the word of life, while with
eyes glistening with tears they exclaimed ¢ Aha! this is truth—this is
the religion of God,” &ec.

“But how does my soul melt within me, when T reflect upon the limited
number of Jaborers to cultivate this extensive field—that efforts are at
Eresent necessarily o contracted to pluck these perishing myriads as

rands from the eternal burnings ! Surely something more will shortly
be done for the salvation of their deathless souls, that we shall not long
be left with perhaps not one Missionary to a million Oriyas! But we
rejoice in the increase of effort being made at home to send out others to
join us. Aletterrecentlyreceived from our Secretary states, that a gentle-
man in Birmingham has offered to pay a third part of the outfit and pas-
sage of four Missivnaries, if sent out within a year.” We do earuestly hope
the offer will be accepted by the remaining portion of the expense being
raised. It has occurred to me that some persons in India would rejoice
to assist, in connexion with the gentleman who has already so liberally
contributed 200 rupees, in bringing out some of the young men who have
offered themselves as candidates for Missionary labor in Orissa. Should
any feel disposed to assist in a matter of such eternal importance to the
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inhabitants of this benighted province, their contributions will be most
thankfully received and acknowledged and transmitted to the Home
Committee Dy any of the Orissa Missionaries. It appears measures are
being taken for the abolition of that iniquitous impost the pilgrim tax.
Surely Government does not intend again mocking our expectations on
this subject, but effect an everlasting and satisfactory abolition, and wash
its hands from all the filth of idolatry whether in countenance, interfe-
vence or support*®,
« Berhampore cid Ganjam, March 17, 1810.”

I11.—On the Urdu New Testament, translated by the Mission-
aries of the London Society of Bandras.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Sirs,

In your last number you have given us some faithful, intel-
ligent, and well-timed remarks on the omission of some pas-
sages of the New Testament in the translation made by the
Missionaries of the London Society at Bandras. The writer,
however, seems not to have been aware, that scores of other
passages are similarly omitted, and not a few altered in their
readings. I believe the most of those omitted and altered,
have the authority of Griesbach, an authority now very gene-
rally disputed by the most eminent orthodox Biblical eritics,
and an authority which your correspondent has shewn is not
to be depended on. XKnowing, as I do, the independent-
mindedness of the Baniras translators, I have been astonished
at their slavish-mindedness in reference to Griesbach.

The following list contains some of the omitted and altered
passages, but by no means all of them, as observed by me.
As there are other translations of the New Testament in cir-
culation among the natives, containing all the onitted passages,
it is for every one to conceive what must be the effect upon
the native wind of this sad diversity. How long is such a
state of things to continue? And can no remedial measure
be adopted? When Ilook at the varions translations, I am
filled with wounder. We have in the Baniras translation the
Greelt words presbyter, deacon, episcopus, baptism, &c. left
untranslated, and we have in Mr. Bowley’s bard pddrt for
high-priest, and ghusal for baptism!!!—translations issued
from the Bible Society’s Depository, a Society which main-
tains it as a principle to issue no translation which does not

* Our correspondent’s letter reached us before the inteations of the Supreme
Government were made officially known,—~ED.

2 L2



254 Urdu New Teslament. [May,

conform to the English. I wish some of your able writers in
the Observer would take up the subject, and endeavour to
bring the translators to something like unanimity; a hard
task, you will perhaps say.

The itelic words in the following list exhibit the omitted
and altered passages. Those who peruse it, will see that some
not very unimportant sentences are not forthcoming. As the
Baniras Missionaries are now engaged in a translation of the
Old Testament, it will behove the public of the Bible Society
(who, 1 believe, stand engaged by the Committee to support
the translators,*) to see that such another book of gaps and
alterations is not palmed upon the world from their deposi-
tory.

Matthew v. 47. < Do not even the ¢ribes the same,” instead of ¢ the
publicans.”
vi. 1. “Take heed that ye do not your religiousness before
men,” instead of ¢ your alms.”
ix. 13, “I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to
repentance.”

xii. 35. A good man out of the good treasure of his heart.”
xv, 8. ¢ This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth.”
xviii. 35. “I1f ye from your hearts forgive not every one his

brother their trespasses.”

xix. 17. < He gave answer, Why dost thou ask me concerning right-
eousness 2 One indeed is righteous,” instead of ¢“ And
he said unto him, Why callest thou me good?
‘There is none good but one, that is God.”

xX. 22, 23. ‘“ Are ye able to drink of the cup that [ shall drink of,
and to be baptized with the baptism that I am buptized
with 2 'They say uuto him, we are able. And he
saith unto them, ye shall drink indeed of my cup,
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with,”

xxv, 18. ‘“ Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor
the houy wherein the Son of man cometh.”

xxvii. 35. “And they crucified him, and parted lis garments,
casting lots: that it might be fulfilled, whick was
spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments
among them, and upon my vesture they cast lots.”

Mark i. 2. ¢ Asitis written in Fsaiah the prophet,” instead of * in
the prophets.”

ili. &. ¢ His hand was restored whole as the other.”

iv. 5. “ And the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.”

iv. 26, ¢ And unto you that hear, shall more be given.”

* The translation referred to by our correspondent is not in the hands
of the translators of theedition on which he has felt it his duty to animad-
vert. The Banéras Auxiliary Bible Society are the parties to whom it
is entrusted, and every precaution has and will be tuken to render it as
perfect and faithful a translation of the whole Bible as possible. The
Calcutta Bible Society have not, we believe, sanctioned the translation of
some of the London Missionary Society’s Missionaries at Bandras.—Ep.
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vi. 11,

xi, 10,

xiii. 14,
Luke iv. 18.
ix. 56.

xi, 2,

xvii, 36,

John i, 27.
vi. 22.

vii. 53.
viii. 1—12.
59,

ix. 8.

xi. 41.

Acts i.
ii.

14,
30.

8.
37.

vi.
viii.

ix. 5, 6.

xiii. 33,

xv. 18.
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“ Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for
Sodom und Gomorrah in the day of judgment than

Jor that city.”

« Blessed be the kingdom of our father David that
cometh in the name of the Lord.”

‘“ But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet.”

“He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.”

« For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but
to save them.”

«“When ye pray, say, Our Father, who art in heaven.”
Verse 4. ¢“ But deliver us from evil.” Verse 29,
¢ But the sign of Jonas the prophet.” Verse 4.
“ And he said, Woe unto you, scribes and pharisees,
hypocrites.”

 Two men shall be in the field ; the one shall be taken and
the other left.”

“ He it is, who coming after me, is preferred before me.”

When they saw ¢“ that there was none other boat there,
save that one whereinto his disciples were entered.”
Verse 69. ¢ Thou art the holy one of God,” instead
of “ Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.”

«« And every mun went unto his own house.”

The whole of this is omitted.

“ Going through the midst of them, und so passed by.”

“T'hat he was a beggar,” instead of ““that he was blind.”

‘“Then they took away the stone from the place where the
dead was laid.”

« In prayer and supplication.”

“ According to the flesh he would raise up Christ.”
31. “ His soul was not left in hell.”

“ And Stephen, full of grace,” instead of < full of faith.”

“And Phitip said, If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I belicve
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

«“ It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And he,
trembling and astonished, said, Lord what wilt thou
have me to do? And the Lord said to him.”

“ He shall teil thee what thou oughtest to do.”” Verse 21.
“Then Peter went down to the men who were sent
unto him from Cornelius.”

“ As it is written in the first Psalm,” instead of ‘“the
second Psalm.” Verse 42. ¢ When they were gone
out, all the people besought them,” instead of ¢ And
when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue,
the Gentiles besought them."”

< From eternity all has become known to him,” instead of
‘““known unto God are all his works from the
beginning of the world.”

¢ But the Jews took some of the people of the bazars,” in-
stead of ¢ But the Jews who believed not, moved
with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of
the baser sort.”

* Paul was employed in the word,” instead of *“ was pressed
in spirit.”

“ When we came together to break bread” instead of

Verse
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xXi.
xxiii.
Rom. i.
vi.

viii,
xi.

xiii.
xv.

t Cor. vi.
vii,

X.

xi.

2 Cor. ix.
Gal. iii.
Eph.iti.
Phil.iii,
Col. ii.
11im, i.
ii.

iii.

v.

Heb. ii.
xii,

1 John v.

Jude
Rev. i.

8.

20.

28.
24.

16.

i7.
7.
3.

20.
7.

25.

14,

The Theological Library. [May,

“ when the disciples came together.” Verse 26.
*“To feed the Church of the lLord which he hath
purchased with his own blood,” instead of ¢ the
Church of God.”

““ We that were of Paul's company departed.”

“ Let us not fight against God.”

“ For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Chaist.”

“ Through Jesus Christ our lord.”” Verse 12. * That
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.”

« 1ho walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

“ But if it be of works, then it is no more of grace; other-
wise work ts no more work.”

¢ Thou shalt not bear fulse witness.”

“ Whensoever | tuke my journey into Spain, I will come
to you." Verse 29, ¢ I shall come to you in the
fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.”

¢ And in your spirit, which are God's.”

“ That ye may give yourselves o fusting.”

«« For the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.”’

¢ He brake it, and said, Tuke, eat.”

« In this same confident boasting.”

¢ That ye should not obey the truth.”

“ Who created all things by Jesus Christ.”

¢« Let us mind the same thing.”

“‘I'he mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.””

“ ‘T'he only wise God.”

“ I say the truth in Cheist.”

¢ Not greedy of filthy lucre.”

“ For this is good and acceptable.”

« And didst set him over the works of thy hands.”

 Or thrust him through with o dart.”

“ The Futher, the Nord, and the Holy Ghost; and these
three are one. And there are three that bear witness
in the earth.” Verse 13. ¢ Who believe on the name
of the Son of God.”

¢ To the only wise God.”

“ The beginning and the ending.” Verse 11. I am Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last, . . . . which
are in 'Asia.”

« Him that liveth for ever and ever.”

IV.—The Theological Library.

We are anxious under this title to present our readers with
a catalogue of the principal writers, who have in different ages
of the Church devoted their labours to the defence or elucida-
tion of the truth as it is in Jesus, accompanied with such ex-
tracts from their works as may tend to give a tolerable idea of
their mode of thinking and writing, and induce our readers to
extend their acquaintance with the works of such of them as
are really excellent.
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Waihile it is true that of making many books there is no end,
it is equally true that the reading of too many books is end-
less and unprolitable. Not only is much study a weariness to
the flesh, but overmuch reading is hurtful also to the mind.
Whatever is merely read, without being made the subject of
serious meditation, is not profitable, but the reverse. Yet we
way be assured that God would not have preserved to his
Church so vast a store of sacred literature, unless e had de-
signed it, when properly used, to be a great boon: and so we
find that the judicious student, who is directed by the Spirit of
God to the right use of the works of the pious of former times,
does not fail to derive from them much mental and spiritual
advantage, We therefore hope to perform a useful service by
presenting our readers with such short notices of the principal
writers, and such short extracts from their best works as may
supply some hints for their guidance in Theological reading.
We are not without hopes also that if kindly assisted and
supported in the undertaking by our friends, our notes may
serve as the basis of what we believe does not exist in any
language, and what has been often declared to be a desidera-
tum,—*“ A H1sTORY OF TlkoLoGicaL LITERATURE.”

For the task which we thus undertake we are free to con-
fess oursclves very inadeqaate, but we trust to receive such
assistance from numerous friends as shall muake that work
comparatively easy, which would be quite impracticable for
any one individual, how well qualified soever.

Various modes of arrangement suggest themselves to us as
severally possessing various advantages and disadvantages.
We might divide the authors according to the times in which
they lived, the countries in which their works were published,
or the subjects on which they chiefly wrote. It is nnnecessary
to enter upon the advautages and disadvantages of these seve-
ral methods. We shall endeavour to courbine the advantages
of them all, by taking the chronological order as our basis,
deviating however occasionally from its strictness in favour of
the geographical mode, and inserting sometimes a supplemen-
tary paper as to the different modes of treating theological
questions at different eras. Thus for example we may mention
a dozen English writers side by side, although there may have
flourished many Dutch and French writers at the same time ;
and again we may mention such writers as Clarke and Aberne-
thy alovgside of such as Paley in order to contrast their modes
of treating the questions which form the subjects of their
principal writings.  Still we shall never deviate very far from
chronologial order, one of whose chief recommendations is that
it will be the easiest for ourselves. We begin then with the
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first ages of the New Testament church, and proceed without
further preamble to introduce our readers to the earliest unin-
spired Christian writers.

A, THE FATHERS.

This term is by different writers taken in different significa-
tions in regard to its extent: while some confine the title to
writers of the first four centuries, others extend it so as to
make it include all Christian writers down to the twelfth or
thirteenth century. We shall, for a reason that shall hereafter
appear, adopt a limited application of the term, and shall not
apply it to any writer who flourished after the fifth century.
Of the first centuries we have not very many Christian re-
mains ; yet not fewer than we should expect, when we consi-
der the comparatively small number of literary men that had
then embraced the Christian faith, and the numbers of their
works that mast have been lost before reaching our times.
We ought also to bear in mind that the circumstances of the
church in these early ages were by no means favourable to the
cultivation or exercize of literary talents. ¢“To believe, to
suffer, and to love, (says the pious Milner), not to write, was
the primitive taste.”” But shall we regret this even in a lite-
rary point of view? How much more valuable may we expect
those writings to be which took their birth in a believing, suf-
fering, loving age, than those that originate in oue like the
present, when book-making has become a profession? Then
men wrote from the abundance of full hearts ; now, it is to be
feared, many write only because others do, and because it is
expected by the church and the world, that men who have
attained any eminence or distinction should give to the world
in the form of a book their opinions regarding some subject
or other. :

From this it will be seen, that we do not in any degree sym-
pathize with the prejudice that many Christians entertain
against the writings of the Fathers. Neither however do we
attribute to them any portion of that authority which some
have claimed for them. We look upon them as men who wrote
without inspiration in an age which was favorable to the
development of piety, but which wanted the benefit of that
enlightenment which diffused Christianity has produced in
later times, and that experience which is always increasing as
the world grows older. '

All our specimens we shall present to our readers in an
English dress; when the works were not originally written in
English, we shall adopt the approved translations of others
when we can procure them, translating for ourselves only
when we cannot avail ourselves of the labors of others.



1840.] The Theological Library. 259

@, WRITERS OF THFE FIRST CENTURY, COMMONLY CALLED
APOSTOLIC FATHERS,

a.—Clemens Romanus.

This is he regarding whom we have the testimony of an in-
spived apostle that his name is in the book of life. Respecting
his history there is not much certainly known. He is said to
have sprung from the royal race of the Caesars, to have been
educated at Rome with great care, to have begun early in life
to make anxious inquiries regarding the immortality of the
soul and a future state, and to have consulted on these sub-
jects, without receiving any satisfaction, the schools of philo-
sophers and the Egyptian Hierophants. While in this state
of suspense, he is said to have heard of the Son of God’s
appearing in the world, and to have sought and received in-
structions from Barnabas and Peter. All ancient writers agree
that Clement was at one time Bishop of Rouie, but they differ
widely as to the time of his appointmeut and the order of his
succession.

The only extant work that is undoubtedly his, is an epistle
to the Corinthians. The fragment of another epistle addressed
to the same church is by some believed also to be his, and
may be considered as doubtful. The other works that have
been aseribed to him, are certainly supposititions. Such are the
¢¢ Kpistle to James the Lord’s brother”’—¢ Recognitions”—
¢ Clementia”—* Apostolic Constitutions,” and < Apostolic
Canons.”

The Epistle to the Corinthians, which (as we have said) is the
only extant production of Clement, whose gennineness is un-
doubted, seems to have been written about A. D. 95 or 96, on.
occasion of some unhappy dissensions which had arisen in the
Church of Corinth. It had long been supposed to be utterly
lost, but was at last found written at the end of a MS. of the-
Septuagint Version of the Old Testament, in the possession. of
Charles I. of England. This is the only MS. of the epistle
known to be in existence. There is one deficiency near the
end which will probably never be supplied.

We extract as a specimen of the epistle the following pas-
sage from the translation published by Mr. Chevallier. [t
forms the 20th, 21st, and 22nd chapters, and is a passage of.
much beauty and sublimity.

XX. The heavens, peaceably revolving by his appointment, are sub.
ject unlo him. Day and night perform the course appointed by Lim, in
no wise interrupting one another. By his ordinance, the sun and moon,
and all the companies of stars, roll on, in barmony, without any devia-
tion, within the bounds allotted to them. In obedience to his will, the-
pregnant earth yields her fruits plentifully in due season to man and
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beast, and to all creatures that are therein ; not hesitating, nor changing
any thing, which was decreed by him. The unsearchable secrets of the
abyss, and the untold judgments of the lower world, are restrained by
the same commands. The hollow depth of the vast sea, gathered toge-
ther into its several collections by his word, passes not its allotted
Lounds ; but as he commanded, so dothit. For he said, ¢ Hitherto shalt
thou come, and thy waves shall be broken within thee*.” ‘I'he ocean,
impassable to mankind, and the worlds which arve beyond it, are governed
by the same commands of their master. Spring and snmmer, and autumn
and winter, give place peaceably to one another. 'The winds, in their
stations, pexform their service withoat interruption, each in his appoint-
ed season. The everflowing fountains, ministering both to pleasure and
to health, without ceasing put forth their breasts to support the life cf
man, Nay, the smallest of living ereatures maintain their intercourse
in concord and peace. All these hath the great Creator and Lord of all
things ordained to be in peace and concord ; for he is good to all; but
above measure to us, who flee to his mercy, through our Lord Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory and majesty, for ever and ever. Amen.

XXI, Take heed, beloved, that his many blessings be not turned into
condemnation to us all. (For thus it will surely be,) unless we walk
worthy of him, and with one consent do that which is geod and well.
pleasing in his sight. For he saith in a certain place, * The Spirit of
the Lord is a candle, searching out the inward parts of the bellyt.” Let
us consider how near he is, and that none of our thoughts or reasonings,
which we frame within ourselves are hid from him. [t is thevefore just
that we should not desert our ranks (by declining) from bis will. Let us
choose to offend men, who are foolish and inconsiderate, lifted up, and
glovying in the pride of their reasvning, rather than Ged. Let us rever-
ence our Lord Jesus Christ, whose bluod was given for us. Let us honour
those who are set over us; let us respect our elders, let us instruct our
young men in the discipline and fear of the Lord. Our wives let us direct
to that which is good. Let them shew forth the lovely hablit of purity
(in all their conversation) with a sincere affection of meekness. Let
them make manifest the government of their tongues by their silence,
Let their charity be without partiality}, exercised equally to «ll who reli-
giously fear God. Let our children partake of the instraction of Christ;
let them learn of how great avail liumility is before God, what power a
pure charity hath with him, how excellent and great his fear is, saving
such as live in it with holiness and » pure conscience. Ior he is a search-
er of the thoughts and councels (of the heart): whose breath is in us,
and when he pleases, he takes it away.

XXI11. Al these things the faith, which is in Christ, confirms. For he
himself by the Iloly Glost thus speaks to us§. ** Come, ve children,
hearken unto me; 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is
he that desirveth life and loveth to see good days? Keep thy tongue from
evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.  Depart from evil, and do good ;
seek peace, and ensue it. ‘The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous;
and his ears are open unto their prayer. DBut the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the
earth. The righteous cried. and the Lord heard him ; and delivered him
out of all his troubles, Many are the plagues of the wicked: but they
that trust in the Lord, mercy shall eompass them about||.”

® Job xxaviii, 11. + See Prov. xx. 27. * ) Tim. v. 21. § DPs. xxxiv. 11—17.
|| Ps. xxxiii, 10.
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V.—The Hill Tribes—New and important field for Missions.

We have been favoured with the perusal of a most interest-
ing Missionary Journal, containing an account of a tour to the
north-east.  We have gathered wmuch interesting information
from it respecting those regions, which will, we hope, be of
service to us, and interesting to owr readers in future numbers,
We have this month culled a few observations in reference to
the Garrows, one of the Hill tribes, evidently a bold and enter-
prising people. They occupy the western extremity of the
range of hills of which the Khasias are the east; and in some
measure they resemble that singularly interesting tribe. A
lengthened and interesting account of the Kiasias appeared in
the Observer for March 1838. The account of the Santals,
by a resident among them, fully confirms all the statements
of our correspondent in the Observer for June 1839. The ac-
count of the Coles from the Advocate shows us that the field
of Missions is opening on every hand with brightening pros-
pects of success. 'We have before us for the present, as sub-
jects for prayer, faith and labor, the Hill tribes of the Khasias,
Garrows, Coles and Santals, We shall continue this subject
as opportunity offers.

Tue SANTALS.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
DeaRr Sigs,

The accompanying are a few recollections of the Santals of the West.
ern Hills, A residence among them of two years in different parts of the
country enables me o relate thus of them from personal knowledge ; from
the hands of a ready writer 1 am sure it would iuterest many of your
readers,

Yours sincerely,
A Lare MorussiLITE.

A residence among the Oriyas and Santals, for a period of
upwards of two years, ought to be cause of juterest in ob-
serving the manners and customs of a people so little known
as the latter class are.

The Santals are an athletic and good-humoured race; in
the presence of a stranger they are very much disposed to
boast and try the power of limb with each other, but in the
best humour: indeed, the violent rage and bazar language, so
common among their neighbours, is rarely witnessed among
them.

Fondly attached to hunting, in the cold and hot seasons
they quit their villages for two weeks at a time, leaving the old
men and women in charge. The bow and tomakh (taugi) of

2m 2
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various shapes are their usual arms ; the matchlock is an arti-
cle of some value and therefore rare. In numerous bodies
they scour the jungles, beating drums, shooting and killing all
kinds of birds and animals, even tigers, bears, and hogs, which
they freely eat; the best portions are despatched to their homes,
where they are beaten into a small bulk, then dried in the sun
till the flesh is of the consistency of wood ; it is afterwards
hung up to the inside rafters, and eaten along with such
jungle herbs as Oriyas are careful not to partake of, during
the rainy season, when rice is not to be procured among
them for nearly five months. They are passionately fond of
venison : at night they bivonac under the shade of a large tree,
staking a space all round ; the song goes round in which a dozen
or more join, it is low noted and with much musical sweetness.
A kind of spirituous liquor is freely indulged in, but although
too often in a state of intoxication, they rarely commit any
excess. Brandy is a name familiar among them, they say itis
the drink of Englishmen, that it makes them strong and pre-
vents fevers. In the morning the drum is again beaten, the
warwhoop sung to excite to the chase, and they sally forth with
their pack of dogs, each in a leash, to follow the wounded
boar, who when brought to bay, is qulckly despatched by a
shower of arrows. A Eunopean wlo is a good sportsman, is
held in considerable estimation, and they very gladly accom-
pany any person on an excursion which promises this sport
even without pay; yet if remuneration is offered, it is thank-
fully accepted. The skins of the animals are brought to their
homes and hung up as trophies of their success. Passing
through miles of juugle, a tuft of dried grass will very fre-
quently be seen hanging from the branches close to the road
side ; this they reckon an omen of safety ; it lessens their dread
of the prowling tiger. Afterreturning to their villages, for some
time they pass a sleepy inactive life: each house is staked all
round with wattle ; over this fence they assert the tiger never
will leap. 'The sardirs or principal men (who are collectors
of rent) generally have several apartients with a square in-
side : if they fortunately possess a large sum of money, itis con-~
cealedunder ground. Oneapartment is allotted to the buffaloes.
The roofs of the houses are thatched with straw. ‘T'he womnen
and girls sit spinning and pounding grain the greater part of
the day at the door or under the shade of a nelghbounng tree,
while the men are either lounging on charpais, or chatting.

The women are not fearful ; the eastern custom of concealing
the face is not much practised. They do not hesitate quickly
to give a reply to any inquiry a stranger may make; strange
to say, the men are wnore timid at the appearance of strangers.
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The wives are said to be faithful to their husbands and are
never beaten; a wealthy sardir often has two or three. An
insult offered to a female is sometimes revenged by the death
of the offender. Such a sad occurrence happened to the son-
in-law of a Zemindar who lived near me ; lie was dragged from
his house during a dark night, put to death by arrows, and his
poor wife indignantly treated. So fatal a retaliation alone
seemed to appease their ire and blot out the disgrace. They are
fond of going to a market, and when treated to jalpin and sweet-
meats, they are all glee and seem happy ; they do not hesitate
to eat these from the hand of the ¢ white stranger.”” The
articles of sale they bring, are chairs, stools, hatchets, jungle
iron, and very durable ropegrass used in building huts: also
spinning-wheels rudely made. Men and women adjust their
hair very tastefully in a knot close to the left ear, decorated
with a garland of white flowers, sometimes with three twigs,
afoot in length, with flowers made fast at the tip, waving grace-
fully in front; it is a piece of gallantry to be allowed to place
a flower upon the head of a girl. They are frank and commu-
nicative with each other, and coyness is in small degree among
them. During the occasion of some Hindu festivals the
young men and girls dance, with hands united, to the sound of
a shiill fife and drums, the dancers singing at the same time;
they have then (with a mountain air of freedom about them)
an interesting appearance, all which invariably gains the good
will of Europeans: this is done in front of the temple, into
which they are not permitted to enter, the tamésha alone seems
to have attraction for them.

An image or object of worship is never seen about their
domiciles, a brihman is not an object of veneration, and they
prefer living apart from an Oriya village. The zemindars
do not depend upon their settling permanently on their rented
lands, as they are so fond of moving about; they are always
forced to uphold and assist the zemindar in his frequent quar-
rels with his neighbours : many retain lands rent-free for such
services, a practice which existed in Scotland in the feudal ages.
When oppressed, they remove to a neighbouring taluk, when
a dark night favors their escape. When one or two persons
die suddenly in a house, they quit it asif it were a plague, leav-
ing behind their little furniture ; it is iniagined that death has
been the work of some malignant spirit, and that by quitting
that place its fatal influence cannot for a time reach them.
The dead are carried into the jungles and laid upon the ground,
when the foul jackal soon leaves it a skeleton, althougl in the
midst of a forest, where fallen timbers could in a very short
time be piled.
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A jestand a swile are general among them, and they are not
backward to appeal to a resident Luropean in a matter of
injustice. At night their villages resound with the song of
mirth and the dance, while both sexes partake rather freely of a
spirituous Jiquor. In the Dulboom and Sumbulpore hill coun-
tries it is said, that Jugghaism is not known among them,
dacoity seldom. Swine vun in numbers about the villages,
On the occasion of a feust a sow is killed, put into the midst
of a large heap of burning straw, and at night the carcase is
eaten. The Oriyas speak well of the Santals ; in business and
other matters they are invariably found to speak the truth.
Bengali Gomastahs engaged in the cultivation of Indigo are
known to asscrt that these tribes are not given to falsehood,
aund that theiv word can be depended upon : their Oriya neigh-
bours likewise speak well of their veracity. If supported, they
do not hesitate to bring in the serious charge of extortion and
oppression against the stationed Darogahs, whose interest it is
to give these simple people a bad character. The evidence of
the Santals is received in the Mufassal courts with considera-
ble confidence by the Bench. Their language is not under-
stood by the Oriyas, the sound is nasal and somewhat similar
to the Gipsy tongue, they also converse in Bengili. Their
language knows no written character : for each day’s work a tie
is put upon a string, which is attached to their bodies, or on a
notch upon a piece of wood. Among the wealthy their culti-
vations are extensive, and they labour very hard when the rains
set in. Buffuloes are preferred to oxen. They delight in having
a well made plough. The garry wheels are composed of a
solid piece of wood ; these they are never disposed to sell even
at a price considerably higher than their value. Their villages
are to be found in the jungle clearances, or on the skirts of a
wood to which their families fly, if they apprehend danger to
their persons or their crops®*, 'l'hey do not seem to have any
religious rites; the swearing upon the skin of a tiger is deemed
an act of solemnity. They are quiet and well disposed people,
very averse to have any quarrcl with their neighbours ; they de-
lightvery muchin wandering from dayto dayinthe jungleswith a
small hatchet, humming a wild sweet air, and pulling fruit from
the trees. Great guantities of black ebony, rough wrought into
rulers and native clubs, are procured by the Midnapore mer-
chants and transferred to the Calentta market.  The high parts
of the mountains are free of jungle, and the population is said
to be very scant. Being only about three days’ ddk from

* Along the foot of the Kunjur mountains on the E. side their villages
very much abound. Some seemed to contain a great deal of grain : the
country is undulating and highly interesting.
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the metropolis, the locality is thought to be well adapted for a
sanatarium : it is exposed to a strong sea breeze in the evening,
and the proposed Bombay post road will run not far from the
8. range. They rise in the Orissa country near Tiakatta, the
residence of the Marbanja raja, an independent priuce, stretch-
ing far westward to the source of the large Soohenricca river,
and then extending to the N. in an casterly direction. Upon
the summit of the highest a large stone temple lifts it grey head,
bidding defiance to the tornadoes of centuries, possibly at no
late period the dark scene of human sacrifice. During the rains
the torrents can be seen with the naked eye, pouring down
their foaming waters to the rvich open plains below. In the
foreground of this beantiful amphitheatre two hills of less size
rise covered with wood.  Very thin ice is said to be seen upon
the pools in the cold season. Large bodies of able men are
employed atIndigo Factories, where they are comfortable ; they
are reckoned steady and willing workmen ; their little savings
are carefully stored up. One or two deputed by the body de-
part to their homes to see how the several families fare. Somne
have gone to the Mauritius, deceived by the flattering tale of
some wily Daffadar to earn Rs. 7 or 8 per month ;—no intelli-
gence of their welfare to gladden the hearts of a sorrowing
family—no promised remittance comes, and the miserable mo-
thers and children live upon the little pittance to be spared
from the hand of a poor neighbour.

Their history is said to be obscure and from themselves no
intelligence or tradition can be obtained ; they say that for
ages back they have been resident in the country.

W. S.

Calcutta, April, 1840.

Tur CoLks.

The propriety of establishing a_ Christian Mission amongst the Coles
has been advocated in the pages of one of our contemporaries ; the desir-
ableness of such a step and its importance will not be disputed, the sur-
prise is that it has not long since been effected : attempted it has been,
but without success, death having laid his band upon the devoted Mis.
sionary almost at the commencement of his labours. T'he Country and its
inhabitants appear equally adapted for hopeful Mission labor. The Cole
country is an extensive table-land: its elevation above the level of the
sea frum 2000 to 2200 feet. It contains about 3000 square miles. The
ground is slightly undulating ; rocks and hills covered with low jungle,
rising to an elevation of from 300 to 400 feet, are scattered over the
whole surface of the country: these contribute much to diversify and
improve the scenery. Except on these hills, there is scarcely any jungle
to be seen, though, strange as it may appear, this table-land is encircled
by a belt of high and thick jungle, which may be seen on ascending the
small hills in every direction at a distance of 80 or 90 miles. The cli-
mate, according to the testimony of those who have resided there, is one
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of the most delightful in all India, the elevation of the laud rendering
the nights cool and refreshing, and this all the year round. New arri-
vals are however subject to fevers and agues. The whole land is in a
state of high cultivation, which striles the traveller the more on his first
arrival, after having passed through the immense and dreary forests by
which it is approached. Rice, oil, cotton and wheat are the chief products
of the soil ; nearly all kinds of European vegetables and fruits might be
raised. Teak, toon and mango trees are very plentiful ; they grow to
an amazing height in this region of plenty. "They are almost always
planted in rows, forming fine groves, which contrast very beautifully
with the cultivation around.

The populution consists chiefly of Coles. ‘T'hey live in small hamlets, of
from 20 to 30 families in each. ‘'Fhere are a few Hindus and Musalméns
amongst them. The Coles have a lauguage of their own, perfectly dis-
tinct from the Bengéli or Hindusténi. ‘The following are a few speci-
mens of the language:—Horo, a man. Aira, a woman, Hon, a child.
Sadom, a horse. OQOonie, a cow. Hapa, a stick. Dersons conversant with
Hindustdni can mike themselves understood amongst them. They have
no books, no letters, no priests, no caste, and on these accounts are
more accessible to Christian instruction than the generality of the Na-
tives of India. 'Their religious ideas are very few and crude ;—the only
relizious ceremonies in which they indulge, are a kind of sacrifices offered
in order to propitiate evil spirits. Like all hill people they believe in
witcheraft and ghosts. They are a comparatively intelligent race of
people ; their aptness to learn is evident from the progress which has
been made by the pupils of the English School established amongst them
by the worthy resident, Major Wilkinson, at Dorando. The readiness with
which they can reply to questions put to them in English on Grammar,
Geography, History, &c. shows that, with good instructors, they might
easily be brought under the influence of education and religious impres-
sions. The propriety of establishing a Mission amnongst a people so primitive
in their habits, and so separate from the surrounding idolatries, must at
once commend itself to the Christian Church. The establishment of
Christian Schools, conversing with the people, and preaching to them in
the simplest form, are at present evidently the best means for effecting
the benevolent intentions of the Church. The formation of grammars,
dictionaries, the preparation of school-books, the translation of the Holy
Scriptures, and giving to the people settled habits of life, will all be the
work of time ; but we trust an attempt will at once be made by some
section of the Church to give the light and blessedness of the Christian
faith to the Coles.—Cul. Christ. Advocate.

Tur GARROWS.

The Garrows are quite a distinct race from the Bengélis ; they
have a wild and fierce appearance ; their country is hilly, the
hills and jungle extending to the very water’s edge. The hills
are not above 250 or 300 feet above the level of the plain. Each
Garrow family lives separately in the midst of the desert jun-
gle ; their huts are generally situated in a little valley close by
a rivulet which is fed from the neighbouring hills. Each
family has two huts, one for the use of the family, the other
for the cattle and provisions. The huts are built of bamboos,
thatched with dried grass; they look very neat. The hut
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intended for the family, is raised on a stage of bamboos about
eight feet from the ground. The room above is not more than
3 feet high. In the immediate vicinity of the houses the jun-
gle is cleared away. Cotton trees, pepper plants and pump-
kins grow in great profusion. Objects and places of worship.
may be seen near the dwelling-houses. The places of wor-
ship are constructed of reeds, hung over by way of ornament
with cotton bushes; they have the appearance of trees rather
than temples. The friend from whose journal we have:
obtained our information, says, * On an altar constructed.
in the shape of a house about a foot square, I saw the
remains of a fowl which had been sacrificed not long
before.” They offer worship to their gods, especially dur-
ing the time of sickness. Their clothing is very scanty ; in.
fact it scarcely deserves the name. The men wear a piece of
cloth about four fingers’ broad round the waist; this appears:
to be their only garment. Many of them adorn themselves by
wearing a rude crown on their heads, ornamented with pieces.
of white shells. The women are not secluded, as among the-
Bengilis; they go about in matters of business the same as
the men. 'Their clothing is equally indecent with that of the-
men. They only wear a piece of cloth about one foot broad:
round the waist, while with another, a little broader,.
they make a turban; they adorn their bodies with coarse
ornaments. Some amongst them have however adopted the
Bengili custom, which indicates an approach towards civili-
zation. The men are all arined with swords. They exchange
cotton, pepper, &c. for rice, salt, plantains and other produce
of the plains, with the Bengilis. The following is an account
of a funeral ceremony amongst the Garrows.

Dec. 18. Wae reached to-day again the Garrow.hills and went ashore.
The people had seen our boat from a distance and had assembled on.
the bank. There were about 50 men, women, and children present.
They did not run away, when we approached, as they had done the
first time, but called us, saying, Come, come. I went with them.
They took me to one of their houses, situated on. the sloping hill of a
small valley; whilst [ was going along, one of them said in Bengili,
“Sir, my father died to.day.” And indeed, when I arrived at his house,
the ceremonies were still going on. ‘I'here were about 6 or 8 men per-
forming music with copper-plates and tomtoms ; one blew in a long buffalo-
horn ; on one side was a sort of a neatly built cage in theshape of a coffin,
and in it I saw plantain leaves and cooked rice, with other articles of
food. I asked them what it meant ; they answered, ¢ bap morchee, jom
dhorche,” meaning by it, 1 suppose, that he had prepared this food and
this cage for jom, that he might not carry off his father. Near a fire we
saw two legs, the head, and some other piecesof a killed cow, which they
were about to devour. J went afterwards to a little hut, situated on the
top of a small hill and belonging, as they said, to the wife of the deceased.
It was, as other houses, built on bamboos, 6 or 8 feet high, and provided
with a ladder of the same material to ascend to it. L asked my new
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friends, if I might go up toit. They said, Go, go ; so I climbed up.
It consisted of a single room about 3 feet high, and contained nothing but
a fire-place, a heap of paddy and two bottles made of pumpkins., T'he
side against the river had been left quite open, just asif those wild peo-
ple had a taste for the beauties of nature ; for the view from within the
house on the Brahmdputra below and the immense plain through which
it winds its course, was really very pleasant, When we left these people,
we made them a present of a little wine and sugar. We arrived in the
night again at Akrah,

They are, like all rnde people, very much attached to their
children. Their notions of religion are very crude, and their
prejudices against the truth not at all strong : they, as well as
the Coles and the Santals, form a good field for Mission la-
bour. May every tribe and tongue soon hear of the glorious
gospel in their own language,

pihos.

VI.—On the duty of omitting Apocryphal passages in a
popular version of the Holy Scriplures.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

DEAR Sirs,

Your Observer for the month of April has just come to hand,
in which I see some ¢ Remarks on the omission of certain
passages of the New Testament recently published by the
Missionaries of the London Missionary Society at Banaras,”
by T. S. The article is written in a style which is not usu-
ally adopted by able and respectable critics, and which I will
not imitate, because it proves nothing in a literary controversy.
The author speaks of-us as “ erring brethren,” accuses us of
having laid ¢ violent hands’ on the Bible itself, of having
¢ perpetrated an atrocity on our own responsibility in defiance
of the highest critical authority.” There could have been no
objection to T. 8.°s reviewing our version, poinling out and
anitnadverting on its faults, for it is not perfect; but I ask a
candid Christian public, whether he is warranted to set out
on a religious crusade against a body of Missionaries whose
orthodoxy has never been impeached ? There has lately
sprung up in Calcutta a certain class of writers who, with the
shout of ¢ Sword of the Lord and of Gideon !”” break through
all the rules of Christian propriety, charging and attacking
men, and often the best of men, right and left, which they call
fighting for their Zion.

For this spirit I have the utmost contempt—it is ““of the
earth, earthly,” though it wishes to pass for heavenly-born.
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The Calcutta Christian Observer, once a periodical of which
the Missionary body in India might be proud, once enlisting
the picty and talent of the best men in all parts of India, once
being filled every month with correspondence and interesting
matter, by which it has taken such a deep hold upon the affec-
tions of those who supported it in its better days, has not
gained by infusing too much of this spirit into its pages. 1
was at first doubtful whether I should reply to a writer of
this class, but as the subject is important, and as silence wight
be misconstrued, I will honor him with arguing him down in
a friendly manner. ¢ To speak the truth in love” is our rule
in regard to controversy, which we hope to observe also in the
present instance, though I see beforehand that I shall some-
times be obliged to animadvert freely on my opponent’s mis-
talies.

It is an acknowledged fact, that at an early period the canon
of the Scriptures was marred, by admitting into it whole
apocryphal books, which are still considered canonical by the
Roman Catholic Church, and as such sincerely and adroitly
defended. Whenever an abuse or an error has been once
established, it will assuredly be upheld by a certain class of
persons, Origen may be considered their representative, and
he has nearly said every thing that can be said on their side
of the question. When Julius Africanus told him that the
story of Susanna was apocryphal, he said, *“Should God,
who gave the Scriptures to all the Churches of Christ for their
edification, not have cared for those for whom Clirist died ?”’
&c. &c. 'FThis was as rational as to say, ‘“ Should God, who
gave us eyes to see with, not have made provision that no one
shall be able to injure it, or alter a humour in it, either by
negligence or by instruments sharp or blunt > We may be
sure that God has wade such provision for the eyes of men, as
well as for the Scriptures; but uo one can a priori say what
this provision is. ¢ Moreover consider,” said Origen, ¢ whe-
ther it will not be well to remember the words, ¢ Remove
not the ancient lundmark which thy fathers have set.” Proverbs
xxii. 28.” These two arguments have at all times, with various
modifications, been opposed to those who have stood out for
the purity of the canon. DBut thanks be to God, the Church
has never wanted men, who opposed the admission or reten-
tion of apocryphal books or passages, and who would copy,
and read in Churches, and translate, and publish nothing but
the inspired word of God; who, to adopt the style of T. S.,
reasoned in this way :—S8o long as the purity of the Scriptures
is preserved, the Church possesses within herself the means of
detecting and vectifying all the errors into which her members
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may fall. But when the Bible is interpolated with the fancies
of men, then is the very citadel and fortress of Christianity
assailed, and the watchman on Zion may not without treason
be silent. So long as the Bible is preserved pure, the Church,
however corrupt she may be, possesses within herself the seeds
of reformation; but with the purity of the Scriptures perishes
the hope of the Church. If the very fountain be polluted, how
can the stream be pure? Are not most of the errors of the
Roman Catholic Churcli supported by apocryphal writings
admitted into ¢their canon, such as Tobit, Bel and the Dragon,
Judith