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No. 6.-JUNE, 1840. 

I.-Brahmans and the Aborigines of India*. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 
Some time ago l hinted to you that it was my impression that 

the brahmans of India originally emigrated from Egypt, since 
which time they have converted the Hindus to theit· faith. As 
it is a day of canvassing new subjects, it may perhaps not be 
uninteresting to my friends to give them some of the 1·easons 
upon which l ground the opinion. 

A point like this can only be proved by direct histo1·y or 
by some points of resemblance in the characters of the people; 
but as all Hindu history is such a mixture of inconsistency, 
I shall confine myself to the latter method, which to my mind 
affords evidence amounting almost to certainty. 

I st. By refeniug to Gen. xliii. 32, you will perceive that 
the ancient Egyptiaus had something of that singular custom 
called caste, which is so peculiarly distinctive of the inha­
bitants of India, the rules of which are defined and enforced 
by the brahmanical priesthood. It appears from this passage 
that the Egyptians c011sidered it an abomination to eat bread 
with the Hebrews, and that this prejudice was carl'ied so far 
that even a separate table was set for Joseph, though at that 
time lord of the land. The reason why they could not eat 
with Joseph, it is clear, was because he was a Hebrew, and not, 
as some might suppose, because the prince could not conde­
scellll to eat with the common people, for according to histo­
rians every Egyptian was considered of noble birth, and might 

_, \Ve have been politely favored with this lettel' dfsigned for R friend 
in America. The account of the Santals referred to by the writer 
appeared in a former numlle1· of the Obse1'ver.-Eo. 
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on Cl:l'tain occasions sit at the table of the king. Now it is a 
singulai· fact that amongst the Hindus, elevation in rank can 
have no effect to elevate a man's caste. If a low caste man is 
exalted to a throne, his own brahman clonwstics will still 1·efuse 
to eat at his table. It cannot be presumed that at that eal'ly 
age the Egyptians had that completelyregulated system of caste 
,vhich now exists in Hindustan, but the fact that they exclud­
ed foreigners from their tables, and considered shepherds such 
an abomination that the Israelites, who were of that occupation, 
were obliged to dwell in the land of Goshen, indicates that they 
had amongst them the germ from which caste has sprung. 

2nd. The Eg-yptians believed in three principles that accom­
pfohed the work of creation and pervade all nature. These 
three principles were deified undu the names ofOsil'is, Isis and 
Typhon. The first was supposed to be that principle of intel­
ligence which gives form to matter, the second matter, and 
the third the imperfect state of matter. Now this is the very 
doctrine of the Hindu Vedas, and in several Hindu shastras it 
is represented by the mystical word ,s. The dot above this 
word orig is said to have sprung from the Diviue Light, and 
is the symbol of the fast male, and the half ci1·cle below, the 
symbol of the first female energies. From these two sprnng 
the letter which has three points, ( -Si ) and is said to be 
symbolical of all that exists in this worlcl, and hence every thing 
should be reckoned by threes. Thus spirit, matter and conupti­
bility ; the father, the seed, and the mother; the God, the 
teacher, and the disciple; the trne attribute, the worldly and 
the wicked. 'fhese symbolical representations are also deified 
into the forms of Brahma, Vishuu and Shiva, which images 
al'e said so exactly to resemble some of the ancient Egyptian 
images, that a compa-ny of Hindu soldier!! who were not 
long since conducted through that country, recognized in them 
the i1uagt•s of their own deities, and fell down and wo1·shipped 
them. 

3rd. Another argument may be drnwn from the peculiar 
resemblance that the brahmans bea1· to the Egyptian priests. 
Iu~tead of <lireetly reproving the king, the Egyptian priest was 
in the habit of prnclaiming aloud the excellencies of a virtu­
ous prince, that by these means be might he 1·emincled of his 
duty and uot offended by the sharpness of rebuke. Now no­
thing is more common when a Hindu Raja travels thrnugh the 
country than to sec several l>rahman attendants running by his 
i;i<le prnclaimiug the glories of a good ruler. But the Indian 
brahmaus bem· a more stl'ikiug rescmblauce to the Egyptian 
priests in the secret doctrines, which were thought by the 
Egyptians to be more excdleut than the common doctrines 
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,vhich were taught to the ignorant part of the community. 
The same kin<ls of doct,·ines are taught by the brahmans of 
India, and it is a fundamental principle in their creed that 
there are two kinds of religion, one for the wise man, and the 
other for the fool. In the Ynjar Veda, Yama says to his dis­
ciple; " Knowle<lg-e of God which leads to absorption is one 
thing, and rites which have fruition for their object, another; 
each of these producing different consequences, holds out to 
man inducements to follow it. 1'he man who of these hvo 
chooses knowledge is blessed, and he who fo1· the sake of 
rewards, p1·actises l'ites is excluded from the enjoyment 
of eternal heatitudc," (Rammohan Ray's translation of the 
Vedas.) From . Gen. xlvii. 2:J and 26, it appears that the 
priests of Egypt had portions of laud assigned to them by 
the king, and so very sacred were they deemed to be, that 
Joseph in the time of the famine could not purchase them 
,vith the rest of the land of Egypt. How much resembling 
these lands are those which have been given to the brah­
maus by the princes of India for religious purposes, and ex­
empted from all taxation! These lauds are well known thrnugh­
out the country by the name Brahmatwar, &c. The British Go­
vernment, much to the dissatisfaction of these 11su1·pers, have 
of hte wisely commenced resuming such as have been claimed, 
but to which no title can be proved, and it is to be hoped 
they will soon put an end to many of these unjust claims and 
establish g1·eater equality amongst theit· Indian subjects. It 
is only to be lamented that they do not resume the whole, for 
if the country is their o,vn, why should the land of one man 
be exempted from taxation any more than that of another? 

4th. 1'he1·e is a striking resemblance between the Egyp­
tian objects of worship and those used in this country. Moses 
alleged it as the reason why the Israelites could not sacrifice 
to their Goel in Egypt, that by so doing they must sacri­
fice the abominations of the Egyptians before thei1· eyes. It 
is well known that those beasts which the Egyptians worship­
ped, such as oxen, cows and calves, were sacrificed by the 
children of Israel; therefore, in slaying befot·e theh· eyes, 
such animals as were held most sacred by the Egyptians they 
must have incurred their displeasure. Now it is well known 
how sacred the cow is held th1·oughout India, and in no way 
could Europeans and Musalmans so successfully sacl'ifice the 
abominations of the bralunans as by eating the flesh of that 
animal. 

'l'he crocodile was another object of Egyptian wo1·ship. 
These huge animals were fed and ornamented by the pl'iests 

2 s 2 
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and regarded with profound venerntion. This vei·y custom 
exists in many parts of India, and in fact all Hindus who 1·e­
gard the religion of brahmanism pay the crncodile divine 
honours. Besides the worship of those animals, it is stated by 
travellers that the images of the Hindus bear a striking resem­
blance to those still extant in Egypt. 

5th. The doctrine of transmigration, which formed a part 
of the Egyptian theology, and which accounts for thei1· em­
balming the dead, as they held that the spirit did not seek 
another abode till the former had become corrupted, is also 
most strenuously maintained by ihe brahmanical priesthood. 
"Now birth, and now death" is a most favourite verse we 
often hea1· them repeat from theii- shastras_., which signifies 
that there is a constant change from one body to another. 
1'his change they believe will continue till one has through 
voluntary suffering srcurcd sufficient lllerit to entitle him to 
abs01·ption into the Deity. It is a question if ever any othe1· 
two nations so much resembled each other in the manner of 
teaching this doctrine as the Egyptians and Hindus. 

6th. Again, Egypt in the book of Psalms is called the laud 
of Ham who was the son of Noah, aud whose son Mizraim is 
supposed to have been the first who inhabited that counti·y afte1· 
the flood, and hence in the sacred Wl'itiugs it is generally ealled 
Mizraim. Now Mizraim or Misara is the name by which 
this countl'y is known throughout India, and it is a circum­
stance that in no small degl'ce favours om al'gument, that this 
is one of the most common surnames amoug,;t brahmans iu 
every pm·t of India. Bhagabau Misarn is the name of one of 
our couvnts. ·when asked to give the signification of the 
name, they usually say they know no more about it than that 
it is a name applied to the whole family, and which they 
inherited frum their fathers. Is it not in<lecd an interesting 
fact that at this uay so many of these Indian priests bear the 
very name of Noah's gra11dso11 Mizraim? 

7th. There is still a tradition amongst the brahmans that 
they came from a foreign country and taught the people of 
India religion, and some say that tliat foreign country was 
Egypt. My native brnthe1· has told me that he was taught 
by his fathel' that he ol'iginated from Egypt, from which coun­
tl'y he received the n,llllC of Misarn. Now if this idea of the 
brahmans be correct, it follows that as long as they have no 
interest in Ch1·ist, iu whom all the nations of the eal't.h a1·e 
blessed, they are under that cm·se pronounced by Noah: 
"Cursed be Canaan*, a servant of servants shall he be unto 

" !\Jr. Noyes, like many otl1ers, seems to forget that the cu1·se was 
pronouuce<l, not upon Ham but 011 Ca11aa11,-ED, 
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his b1·cthren." Although the brahmans, as priests of religion, 
cxe1·cise almost unlimited influence, yet all political power has 
long since passed from them into the hands of the R~jputs, 
who, though with the most of all other classes of Hindustan, 
they are converts to thei1· faith, are evidently of a different 
origin. 

8th. To conclude this argument, it gives me pleasure that 
I am not alone in the supposition that the brahmans are not 
the original inhabitants of India. l\fr, Maurice, a gentleman 
who has written much about this country, supposes that "the 
first migrntion of mankind took place before the confusion of 
tongues at Babel, from the region of Ararnt whe1·e the ark 
rested. By the time the earth became sufficiently dry, either 
Noah himself or some of the descendants of Shem, grndually 
led on the first journey to the western frontiers of India; that 
this increasing colony flourished for a long succession of ages 
in primitive happiness and innocence; practised the purest 
rites of the patriarchal religion without images and temples, 
till at length the descendants of Ham invaded and conquered 
India, and corrnpted their ancient religion." (From the 
American Encyclopedia of religious knowledge.) 

These descendants of Ham I hold to be the brahmans, and 
from the foregoing reasons believe they emigrated from Egypt. 
According to the history of this country they once held politi­
cal sway, but we1·e at length overpowered by the Rajputs, and 
being unable to maintain the charncter of princes, they became 
the priests of India. 

A very interesting inquiry now suggests itself. If the brah­
maus have obtaiuetl their power through conversion, are there 
still l'emainiug any Hindus who have never yet become con­
ve1ted to their creed? 'l'o this question it may be answered, 
there are in almost every part of India, those who though 
situated at an immense distance from each other and known 
by diffe1·ent names, such as Cole:;, Khunds, Santals and 
Bhumijas, yet ha\·e a striking resemblance to each other in 
features, language, manners, customs and religion. 

The particular tribes in the vicinity of which providence 
has cast my lot, are the Santals and Bhumijas, a brief account 
of which singular and highly interesting people, I have already 
communicated to you. 'l'he simple charncte1· of their religion, 
clestilnte of images and all other appendages of brahmanism, 
indicates the concctuess of thei1· claim to be the original pro­
prietors of the soil. 

I am of opiuion that these people are the descendants of 
Shem, and the late noble interference of the British Govern­
ment to prevcut the Cooly trade (which is only another name 
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f01· 1,lavery) may be regnrcled as a fulfilment of prophecy. 
"And Noah said, blessed be the Lord God of Shem, an<l 
Canaan shall be his servant.'' Thne is not a people to be 
found who would be more ave1·se to slavery than the San­
tals and Bhumijas. While the haughty hrahman who would 
not condescend to eat with the king, will still do some of the 
most menial services, such as cooking the food and rubbing 
the limbs of his master, the poor Santai or Bhumija had 
rather die t"1an submit to such services. Though willing to 
work as clay labourers, they at the same time manifest all the 
independance of English or American workmen, and though 
fo1· two years past I have made repeated trials, offering dou­
ble and treble wages, I have been unsucce~sful in getting 
one to serve as a domestic. 

The brahmans have by no means been negligent in attempts 
to convert these people to theii· own faith, and though gene­
rally unsuccessful, they have often thrnugh theh· influence 
with the Rajas, compelled them to bear the expenses and do 
the drudgeries of their pujas. 

It also must be confessed that the Santals anti Bhumijas 
have received a little tincture of the b1·ahmanical creed. They 
usually admit the doctrine of transmigration, though they 
almost invariably declare themselves to be very doubtful as to 
what will become of the soul after death. I wrote you last 
yei.r that they buried thei1· dead; but I have of late learn eel that 
they burn them and throw some of the bones into the Ganges. 
A few days since I understood that they practise both bmy­
ing and burning; so it is natmal to suppose that the custom 
of burning and paying a kind of respect to the Ganges, is but 
an adopted custom and extends only to some tribes. 

Of late we have taken eight or ten of their child1·en into om· 
Boarding-school, but they do not like to associate with out· 
Oriya children, on which account we have much to do to keep 
them from running away. They also appear determined to 
keep up theil' native language amongst each other. 

On account of the famine this year, these people al'e greatly 
distressed; and hundreds are obliged to forsake their villages 
in search of food, Many have come to us to beg rice. I have 
made use of these opportunities to secure their confidence, and 
with some success; but they always express great fea1·s lest I 
should learn their language, which they say would p1·ove the 
destruction of their race. 1'hey howeve1·, become more fami­
lial' eve1·y day, and there is good reason to believe that should 
a Missionary settle amongst them he would soon reap a rich 
harvest of souls. 

Now, we are supposed to be the descendants of Japheth, 
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conceming whom Noah said, "God shall enlarge (per~uade) 
Japhcth; he shall dwell in the tents of Shem." ls not God 
now persuading rn:1 to dwell with these Santals that we may 
communicate to them a knowledge of eternal love ? 

"\-Vho knows but these people, so long neglected, may be the 
most prepa1·ed to hail the good news of salvation with delight? 
Do scud us the men and the means by which we shall be ena­
bled to ti·y this glorious experiment. 

Yours in the gospel, 
E. NOYES, 

Balasore, April 17th, 1840. 

I 1.-An effort worthy of unfoe1·sal imitation for the Conversion 
of tlie Females of India. 

To the Editol's of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
D•:_ut Srns, 

Frum the reports of institutions, containe«l in your valuahle mi~cel­
lanv, l ha,,e observe,l with much pleasure the increased attention paid 
to the subject of ,\'ative Female Ed11cation, and have pern~ed with the 
«leepest interest, the article co11tained in the Obaerv~r fo1· l\la1·ch, on 
affording private gratuitous instl'uction to thosi? females, wlaose caste 
will not permit them to :ittentl public schools. In evc1·y respect such a 
pla11 see111s highly desirable. i\lay it he abundantly blessed hy the great 
Head of the Church! 

i\o feeling mind can reflect on the long dark night, which has obscur­
e«\ the fair east without the most painful emotions; hut the first beams 
of the morning have opened, and (with the wortl of God in our hands), 
we feel a~sured, that the degrade1l females of India will, ere long, be­
l1old the Sun of righteousness in his meridian splendour: still we would 
not forget that much, ve1·y much 1·emains to be <lone ! \Vhile successfully 
engaged i11 the instruction of children, I woultl ask, can nothing he done 
for tl1eir degraded mothers? Wbile in their heathen state there is, gene­
rally speaking, little hope of teaching them to read. As has been justly 
observed, " women of sixteen or eighteen plead as an excuse that they 
are too oltl to learn ;" but shall we on this ;account suffe1· them to launch 
into eternity without making an effort to save them ? At present the ouly 
t•fficient mode of instruction seems to be, to ,,isit them, and in their vera11-
.Jahs, or lowly huts, hold frientllv conversations with them on the sub­
ject of religion. It is true there are discouragements* nrising from their 
extreme ignorance, and the too general impression that knowledge is 
011ly necessary fo1· the other sex. To teach these long neglected females 
the way of life may he an arduous hut is not a hopeless task. Only let 
them be frequently visited, point out to them affectionately the folly of 
i,lolatry, a11d tell them in simple strains of the love of Him wlw left his 
throne to 5ave them. Such visits cannot be entirely useless. The promise 
is, " my word shall not return unto me void," &c.; whether in puhlic, 01· 
in private, " the Gospel is the powel' of Goel unto salvation." So far a!I 

'" Hindu females in coo\'ersation with ench other use a low kind of language 
which renders it iliflicult for Europeans to make themselves uode1·stood : familiar 
iutercoursc with them sooo obviates this difficulty. 
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my acquaintance extends, the ladies who have been thus engRged have 
met with sufficient encouragement to induce them to pel'severe. Except 
when detainetl at home by rain or other unavoicbble ci1·cnmstances I 
have during the last twelve months visited one 01· more families mo;n_ 
ing and evening. I give the result of my experience simply ;ith the 
hope that it may excite some who have not made the attempt to try 
the experimtnt for themseh-es. I may obs!'.rve that the scene of my la­
~ours l!as been partly in v_ill:~g·es, and partly, anti. I must a~d principally, 
m a city where the preJud1ces of caste run !ugh, and 11lolatry exists 
in all its abominations. Occasionally I have visited Musalmans, but 
genemlly Hindus of different castes. On visitin!!; a new place it is some­
times the case, that females unaccustomed t,> Europeans, are afraid to 
ente1· into conversation, but their fears are easily dissipated. Except in 
a very few instances, I h:;ive met with a cordial reception, and am often 
i111•itecl to sit down in their verandahs, or open cou1·ts, and not unfre­
quently to enter their houses, but I neve1· think of doing so, without 
permission. On an average I meet with from three to five females, in 
each house, but frequently ten 01· t1venty collect together for the pm·­
pose of con\'ersation. Doubtless curiosity often operates in the fii·st 
instance, but many appeal' glad to receive such visits, long afte1· such a 
motive has ceased. After a little familiar chat by way of introduction*, 
I frequently inquire what they wol'ship; what advantages they have 
derived from worshipping idols, &c. In most cases they admit that they 
are sinnel's, and that the various rites and ceremonies they have per­
formed, have nut cancelled sin; this leads to a conversation on the folly 
of idolatry, the advantages, and absolute necessity of worshipping the 
true God, and of tl'usting in Him who alone can cleanse them from all 
iniquity. I have met with several females who disavow their belief in 
idols, aml express a desire to worship the trne God, ooe of whom ob­
served, " I have long worshipped idols and have not obtained the slight­
est benefit, and now if you will teach me how to worship the true God, 
I will serve him; but except some one teach me, how can I know the 
way ?" The other clay when telling a woman of good caste of the love 
of Christ, she said, " Go on, these words afford me great pleasure." 

A few weeks ago, I visite1l for the first time, a populous village. \Vhile 
some appeared indifferent, except when the conversation tumed on food, 
an1l raiment, others entere1l into convel'sation on sin, and its conse-
1p1ences with much apparent interest. In the coul'se ofmy visit, the Son 
of God was spoken of as a propitiation of sin. A woman who was stand­
ing in tl,e doorway immediately responded to the sentiment by mention­
ing the na111e of Christ. To hear that name from the lips of one whom 
I imagined had never hea1·d of the Saviour, was indeed "music to mine 
cars." I inquired, " Where did rou lwar of Jesus Christ?" She replie1l, 
" Several yeal'S ag;o I went on pilgrimalal'e to Jagannath aml saw the 
Pauris "iving away books; from thence I travelled to Cuttack to visit 
some 1·;lati ves; ,;hile spending a few clays with them I heard a man 
read a little hook which spoke of Jesus Christ. Since that time I have 
lost all my children, which has occasioned me much distress; what I now 
most tlesire, is to know l,ow my sins can he pardoned, and my salvation 
secured." She requested me to go wiLh her to her dwellin~, in an adjoin­
ing street; I did so, aml found a number of _women sitting in an open 
court. The woman refened tu appenred to he lll good c11·cu111stances, and 
ahout thirty years of fige. She spoke with much simplicity of the depr:•- ,... 
,·ity of !,er heal'l, and saitl it was so wi~ketl, that she coul1l not ~1•01_d 
daily committing sin. She knew little of the nature of God, or of JUst1-

., Many express surprise that :'\lissionaries should leave th~ir native lanil nnd 
friends, a11cl trawl th,,usands of miles fol' the purpose of 11.struchng them. 
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fication by faith, but tleeply felt that she needed something morn tl1 an 
the llindu sy~tem could impal't. The whole of her inquiries were cha­
racteri>:e1l by 1leep seriousness, and in answer to my inquiries, she observ­
ed, tltat her visit to Jagaumith hail only served to increa-se her load of 
guilt, and that fol' the last two years, she and her husliand had ce:ised to 
worshi11 idols all(! partook their food in silence. 

On rising to leave the house she said, when will you come again ? \Vho 
will tell me more of these things? 

Hoping this subject will comn1end itself to all who sympathize with 
the degraded females of India. 

I am, you1·s sincerely, 
B. S. E. 

[We sincel'cly hope that the pl'aise-wo1·thy effort of our fair correspon-
1lent will be universally imitated by those who in whatever wo1·k they 
engage are highly influential,-ED.] 

III.-Urdu Vel'sion of the New Testament. Reply to the lettei· 
of " One of the Translatoi·s'' in last Number. 

,v e must commence om· reply to the letter of " One of the 
Translators" of the Banaras ve1·sion of the New Testament by 
a free and frank acknowledgment of, and an expression of deep 
and unfeigned regl'et for, the mistake we committed in our 
former article in representing John v. 4 as one of the passages 
omitted in the said version. We had been told by a Missionary 
brothc1· that he understood the passage was omitted. Possess­
ing ourselves a very scanty knowledge of the Urdu language, 
we searched out the passage with some difficulty, and certainly 
thought that the omission was made as we had been told. 
Distmstful, however, of our knowledge of the language, we 
put the book into the hands of a friend, and understood him 
to say, that there was nothing in the trnnslation corresponding 
to the fourth verse of the fifth chapter. How the mistake on 
his part originated, or whether in reality the mistake was 
altogether on om· part, we cannot tell. All that we cnn now 
say is that we deeply reg1·et the occu1·rence both on our own 
account, on that of om· readers, and on that of the Translators. 
To Loth the readers of the Observer and to the Translators we 
beg to offer om· sincere and unrestricted apology. 

And now the matter at issue between us is reduced to 
smaller dimensions. The question now is all about John viii. 
1.:.......12~ and 1 John v. 7. 

As to the former of these passages we can do little more 
than reiterate what we have already said. Notwithstanding 
the letter of the Translator, our conviction is rather strength­
e11ecl than shaken. that the passage is part of the inspired 
word of Goel. 

\'OL, I. ~ T 
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Let us confine ourselves at present to a view of the autho­
rity of the Uncial MSS. for and against the passage. 'fhose 
quoted by Griesbach as omitting the passage are A, B, C, L 
and T. 

A, (the Alexandrian MS.) is by all admitted to be of the 
highest antiquity and authority; but it is only by vague in­
ference that it is quoted against this passage, seeing that it is 
deficient from John vi. 50, to viii. 12. ·wetstein indeed by 
counting the number of words contained in two leaves has 
concluded that the passage was omitted in the MS. This 
however is, at the best, unsatisfactory, and gives but a slight 
degree of probability that the passage was not w1·itten in the 
Alcxand1-ian MS. Even if it were certain that the whole 
quantity of matter contained in the textus receptus could not 
have been written on the lost leaves, the omission might have 
been, for aught that any one can tell, in any other passage as 
well as this. For example the passage omitted might have 
been eh. vii. 40 to the end. 

C. (The Codex Epluemi.) The authority of this invalu­
able MS. is just of the same kind with that of the former. 
There is a chasm from John vii. 3, to viii. 34. So that no one 
is entitled positively to say that the passage in question was 
not in that MS. 

L. (Codex Reg. 62 01· Stephani ,i). This MS. omits the 
passage, but it leaves a vacant space, clearly shewing at the 
least that the transcriber knew of the existence of the pas­
sage, and most probably that it was found in hi8 own copy, but 
that he had doubts as to the propriety of its insel'tion. 

T. (Codex Borgiauus) is a mere fragment containing on­
ly John vi. '28-67, and John vii. 6-8, and 31. To quote 
the authority of this. MS. against the passage therefore is 
utterly unfaii-, and ,ve cannot tell why Gl'iesbach put it into 
the list of MSS. in which the passage is omitted, unless for 
the purpose of swelling the scanty number. 

Thus then B, (the Vatican MS.) is the only one of all the 
Uncial MSS. that can be received in testimony against the 
passage. 

In opposition to this ,ve have the passage without note in 
D, G, H, K, M. Of these D is said by some to be the oldest 
MS. extant. It contains some false readings and apocl'y­
phal additions, as we stated in om· forme1· article and as the 
trnnslator also lllentions ; but regarding these it is to be ob­
served that " they are very far shortel' than this passage and 
are usually mere glosses." It is also to be remembe1·ed that 
this MS. though of the western !'ecension, contains very many 
Akxauclrian readings ; ~o that its authol'ity reduce~ somewhat 



)840.] Urdu Ve1·sion of tlte New Testament. 317 

more the value of the already ve1·y unce1-tai11 probability af­
forded against the passage by the Alexanthian MS. 

Thus then stands the argument so far as Uncial MSS. ai·e 
concerned. It is vain to go into the small lettc1· MSS. since 
we have already stated that by the shewing of Griesbach, the 
passage is found entire in twice as many as the number of 
those which omit it. 

It is said by Stau<llin (quoted by Bloomfield) that the pas­
sage is found in most, though not in all, of the most ancient 
MSS. of the most ancient versions. Such as the Ethiopic 
and A1·menian. These versions it ought to be remembe1·ed 
arc of the Alexandrian recension, and therefore all go to 
weaken the probability of the Alexandrian MS. having omit­
ted the passage. 

As to the Fathers and early writers, the passage is found in 
Tatian and Ammonius, both of the 2nd century, and in the 
Constitutiones Apostolicm written in the 3rd, or at the latest 
in the beginning of the 4th centmy. That it is not quoted by 
writers whose orthodoxy is much better established than that 
of any of these is admitted; but for this it is not difficult in 
some deg1·ee to account, since it may very probably have pro­
ceeded from a fear of lessening in the minds of the simple people 
the impression of the heinousness of the sin of adultery; for 
it is not to be denied that this is one of the passages which the 
licentious are most apt to wrest to theil· own destrnction. We 
could shew passages in some of the early Fathers in which 
Christians are charged to keep certain most important doc­
trines secret from the unbelievers, and how much more anxious 
may we not suppose must these pious but often mistaken men 
hm·e been to p1·event the unbelievers from getting hold of a 
passage of Scripture which they would no doubt have quoted 
as supporting the malicious charges that were brought against 
the Christians, as an adulterous and incestuous sect? This 
may fully account for the non-quotation of the passage, and 
even for its 1·ejectio11 from the copies of the Scripture. 

The 'l'rnnslator has given a very strange account of matters 
in his popular treatment of the question as to the connexion 
of the whole passage. So far as we can uuclcrstand him he 
seems to say that the officers who had been sent by the San­
heclrim to apprehend Jesus, must have heard the whole dis­
course contained in the eighth chapter, else they could not 
have given in the report, "No man eve1· spake like this man.'' 
Now does he not read in eh. vii. 40-41, that many of the 
people when they heard the proclamation of Jesus contained 
in v. 37, 38 said, "Of a truth this is the prophet," and others 

2T2 
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said, " This is the Christ." If then the address contained in 
these two verses was sufficient to call forth these exclama­
tions from the people, why should it not have been also suffi­
cient to justify the declaration of the officers ? And why 
should the Translator, with this fact before him, have written 
such a sentence as this ? " It is utterly incr~dible that the 
officers sent for his apprehension would on theii· return have 
said ' Never man spakc like this man,' if they had only heard 
the two sentences in eh. vii. 37, 38.'' 

Thus far as to what the Translator ca11s the external objec­
tions to the passage. As to the internal objections, we think 
them of still less value, if it be possible, than the external. Let 
the reader take Dr. Campbell's tl'anslation of the Gospels, and 
having read the passage as rendered by him, let him say what­
eve1· there be in the narrative any thing inconsistent with the 
Divine morality of Jesus. As to the few exp1·essions remarked 
upon by the Translator, we submit that even if it be grnnte<l 
that they are unusual with John, no one is entitled to say 
that he might not have made use of them. \Ve smile when 
we rea<l of a critic saying that if Horncc did not write in a 
particular way he ought to have done so ; but the case is alter­
ed when a critic takes upon him so dogmatically to take 
exception to the expressions of an inspired writer. On this 
principle we should reject every passage in which a ;..,,a{ heyoµEvov 

occurs in Scripture. Well does Dr. Olshausen say, that " nei­
ther will dissonance of style nor harn1ony in style and sen­
timent make the question of authenticity clear." 

And now as to the other passage, 1 John v. 7, We think 
it proper to state to those of our readers who have not given 
much attention to this subject, that the arguments in favoUI' of 
this passage are not so contemptible as perhaps they may have 
been led to suppose. We a1·e quite aware that chiefly through 
the sarcasm of Porson, every Greelding no,v thinks it almost 
a cfograce not to be able to talk magniloque11tly on the gross­
ness of the imposture by virtue of which this verse was intro­
duced into the Sacred text; and every embryo critic thinks it 
necessary to shew his independence by decidedly making up 
his mind as to the propriety of rejecting the verse. Now 
while we know that we have all this prejudice to contend 
against, yet having a higher end in view titan that wlticlt the 
Translator sets before us, we shrink not to set forth a few of 
the arguments in favour of the passage, by which in om· esti­
mation, the spuriousness of the passage is 1·c11dcred at least a 
matter of doubt. It ought certainly to modify the prejudice 
that exists in the minds of many against the passage, that 
Erasmus admitted the verse after he had most sti·cnuom,ly 
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opposed it, that it is supported by the conviction of such men 
as Mill, Ernesti and Horsley, and that the pious and leame<l 
Bishop Bu1·gess wrote no fe,ver than six separate w01·ks to 
prove its authenticity. l<'rom a review of one of these works 
we shall freely borrow in our statement of various arguments 
in favour of the verse. 

'fhe Bishop divides the external evidence into three peri­
ods, the fit·st embracing the three first centuries, the second 
e111brncing the time from the beginning of the fom·th to the 
end of the ninth century, and the third extl'1Hli11g <lown till the 
printing of the text of the New Testament. 

In the first period there is, according. to Bishop Rmgess, no 
evidence against the verse, since no Greek 1\1S. of that period 
is extant. 

In favom· of the passage is adduced the Ante-Vn1gate Latin 
nr;;ion as ascertained by the writings of 'l'ertnllian, and 
Cyprian, who quoted from that version. 

llut the evidence on which Bishop Burgess seems to place 
most clepen<lence is the existence of a sect called the AJ..o-yo, 
who cxi~ted clming this period, and who, as we learn from 
Epiphauius, rejected the writings of John on account of their 
teaching the existence and Divinity of the Ao-yor, Now if they 
rc:je..:i.ed the Epistles of John, it must it would appear have 
been on account of this verse, for there is no other passage in 
which the term Ao-yo, is applied in an unqualified manner to the 
Son of God. We confess this rno<lc of arguing is to us some­
what pleasing, and resembles not a little in its principle that 
employed by Paley in his Horre Paulinre. 

In the second period we have a prologue to the canonical 
epistles written, according to Mill and Bengelius, in the 6th 
centmy, and according to Bishop Marsh (one of the most 
strenuous opponents of the verse) in the 7th or 8th. Now in 
this prologue there is the following remarkable complaint. 
" Qure (epistolre) si sicut ab eis (Grrecis) Digest1e sunt, ita 
<1uoque ab interpretibus fideliter in Latinum vertercntu1· 
eloquium; nee ambiguitatem legentibus facerent, nee sermo­
num sese varictas impugnaret, illo pr<Rcepue loco ubi <le uni­
tate trinitatis in prirua Johannis epistola positum lcgimus: in 
qua etiam ab infidclibus translatoribus multum errntum esse 
a liclei veritate compcrinms, trium tantummodo vocalrnla, hoe 
est, aqnre, sanguinis et spirit.us in ipsa sua editione poncntibus: 
et Patris Verbique, ac Spil'itus omittentibus." Here then 
it is very plain that some of the Greek l\lSS. existing in the 
days of the author of this prologue read the verse, else how 
could he complain of the unfaithfulness of those translators 
who omitted it in theii· Latin version. 
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In this period also there is the authority of Fulgentius, 
Cassiodorus, Vigilius Tapsensis, Eucherius and the Council 
of Carthage. 

From the beginning of the period the differences between 
the Greek and Latin chmehes we1·e ripening, and in 451, the 
date of the Council of Chalcedon, the schism may be regarded 
as having been consummated. From this time the most bitter 
animosity and jealousy prevailed between the eastern and 
western churches. Now we ha,•e no statement in any Greek 
write1· that the Latinists had inte1·polated the passage. Yea 
we find the passage in the Liturgies of both churches ; but it 
has been by some of the opponents of the verse supposed that 
it has been inserted in the Greek Liturgy at a late period. If 
it could be proved to be genuine as it stands in the liturgy it 
were almost decisive of the whole question, as ,ve know that 
the state of feeling between the two churches was such that 
it is inconceivable the G1·eeks woulcl have borrowed the verse 
from the Latins had it not been found in their own MSS. 

The third period contains the Codex Montfortianus, whose 
authority was at lea~t suflicient to weigh with Erasmus for the 
insertion of the verse aftc1· he had rejected it from the previous 
editions of his New Testament. 

'l'he internal evidence is in om estimation greatly in favour 
of the passage. Both the gramma1· and the context seem 
imperatively to demand the reading. As to the former we 
should have expected to l'ead, on the supposition that the dis­
puted words are omitted, not Tp••• fonv 6, µap-rvpovvnr, ..-o 1rvevµa, i<ai 

.,.0 {,liwp Ka, -ro luµa but rather -rp11• «rn ..-a µap-r~povv-ra, &c. but the 7th 
verse being retained, the masculine participle is fi.l'st intro­
duced for the pU1·pose of agreeing with the masculine nouns 
nii..-11p and Ao-yor and then we can easily account for its being 
retained in the eighth verse for the sake of completing the 
parallelism . 

Again the number of the earthly witnesses seems to be 
limited to three in order to support the comparison bctw·een 
them and the heavenly witnesses. 

As to the reason of the omission of the passage in all the 
most ancient Greek 1\18S. it may ha,·e been either design 01· 
accident. Most probably it was the latter, a supposition which 
the lwm{l!r,/eleuton rende1:s very natural. 

,v e clo not say, nor did we ever say from the first, that the 
authenticity of this passage is established beyond doubt. \Ve 
admit that there are strong arguments against it, but still we 
think those which have been adduced in its favour have not 
been satisfactorily disposed of, and they are certainly of such 
a nature as not to warrant the ba1·e rejection of the verse. 
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\Ve have hitherto kept this discussion as free as possible of 
any allusion to the lctte1· of the 'l'rnnslator, because we thiuk it 
of much importance that nothing of a pe1·sonal natme should 
be mixed up with arguments on such a subject as that before 
us. Let us now however make some remai·ks on the 'l'ransla­
tOl''s letter. 

The Trnnslator tells us that there has lately ai·isen in Cal­
cutta a class of writers who engage in an exercise which they 
call " fighting fo1· their Zion," and that they are in the habit, 
when they go to engage in the said exercises of" shouting" cer­
tain words taken from Scriptu1·e. The Translator pretty plainly 
intimates that we, even 'I'. S., belong to that class, and vouch­
safes to inform us that he has the utmost contempt fo1· 0111· 

!-pirit. There is such a thing as being " fierce fo1· moderation" 
ancl truly we may venture to challenge the Translator to shew 
in om artide, or in anv othe1· article that has appea1·ed for a long 
time in the Calcutta Cltristian Observer, any expression more 
incousistent with " the rnles of Christian propriety" than 
this very sentence, in which he expresses his contempt for the 
spirit by which we are actuated, and declares that " it is of 
the earth, earthly.'' Yet strnnge to tell, after all this, and 
aftc1· heaping upon us several epithets such as, to say the 
least. 0f them, one gentleman does not usually apply to ano­
ther, he ends all by declaring that he takes leave of us with 
feelings of gt·eat respect ! ! Ah ! well, it is not unpleasant 
to think that our charactet· has so risen in the 'frnnsla­
tor's estimation during the intercourse that he has held 
with us. 

The Translator then makes a remark to the prejudice of the 
Calcutta Christian Observer, with which the Edito1·s rathe1· 
than we have to do. But let us just say, that a fonne1· E<litor 
of the Observer, one of those under whose conduct it was " a 
periodical of which the Missionary body in India might be 
proud," in remarking upon om· article said that the writer of it 
had done wrong in not stating in far stronger terms the enor­
mity of the offence committed l>y the Trnuslators in omitting 
the passages. We can tell the Trnnslator that had he put forth 
his Translation in thos~ days he would have been subjected to 
another sort of treatment than that he has received from the 
Observer of the present day. 

" \Ye will honom· him er. s.) with arguing him down in a 
friendly manner." Would Paul have spoken in this way of 
the most virnle11t and most insignificant of the opponents 
whom he had to encounter? \Ve trnw not. 

Then follows a long dissertation as to a remark of Origen 
concerning the preservation of the Scriptmes. \Vith this we 
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ha\'c nothing at all to clo-Origeu is not our Bishop, we al'e 
not in any way responsible fo1· his sentiments. 

Then does the 'l'rnnslato1· e11<leavom· to lay the blame of 
his conduct upon the Di1·eetors of that noble Society, the Lou­
don Missionary Society, and quotes thl'ee of the lnstrnctions 
of the,c Directol's in reference to translations. Now we thank 
him for calling om· attention to these instructions; his refer­
ence has caused us to look into them, ancl most excellent 
directions they are. But there is one which the Translator 
did not quote, which we think it will be difficult for him to shew 
that he and his colleague (or colleagues) ha\'e obtempered: it 
is as follows : 

" In India, it will be proper to submit these Translations to 
the local committee of the Bible Society; in which case if fully 
approved they will commend themselves to tlte wonted liberal 
patronage of tltc Parent Society at home." 

Did the Translators submit their translation to the Local 
Committee of the Bible Society, before sending it to press ? 
Did they consider in the course of prepa1·ing it, whether the 
omissions they made would be likely to recommend theh· ve1·­
sion to the apprnval of that Committee ? Since the ve1·sion was 
published, have the Bible Society's Committee expressed 
approbation or disapprobation ofit? Tl'Ue the Directors recom­
mend that trnnslations be published in the first instance with­
out note or comment, and most properly so; but we venture 
to say that when this instruction was <lrnwn up, it never once 
entered into the minds of its framers-that it could be inter­
preted into a prnhibition of such a mark as would express the 
doubt of the Translators as to the genuineness of any verse 
or passage. 

There is a passage in- reference to Dr. Griesbach which we 
shall not ventme to give in om· own words, and which we shall 
therefore trnnscril>e verbatim :-

" I felt a little vexed to see that T. S. in his remarl<s on the passages, 
turn, round upon Dr. Griesbach, after having taken most of hi~ critical 
lo1·e from that illustrious scholar, and in3inuates that he was after all so 
ig·nornnt as not to know what an obelus means in the l\lSS., or for what 
purpose these were written, am\ so dishonest as to allow his theology to 
gain the ascendancy ove1· his criticism! Surely T. S. might have remem­
bered the injunction of Scripture: " Thou 1,halt not cook the calf in tlte 
milk of the mother." He will find it a much easier task to bring disc1·e­
dit upon his own judgment than to upset the firm foundation on which 
rests the fame of !Ji-. Griesbach, He has shown no tendency to heter­
odox views eithe1· in his text or in his notes, and T. S. should know this 
and acknowledge it." 

Now in reference to this paragraph \Ve have various remarlcs 
to make. In the first place, we never meant to say, nor ever 
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did say, a single word to the prejudice of Dr. G1·iesbach's good 
name as a scholar and a critic. Did we uot on the contrnry 
speak of him as an honest man and a rigid critic ? ,vhat 
hi«her comme11datil>ll could his warn1est admire1·s bestow upon 
hi~1 ? But we did sav, what we believe we may repeat, that it 
was possible his 111i;1d might be somewhat biassed 011 some 
points, and in particular that he might sometimes by reason 
of the common infirmity of om· nature, forget that the manu­
scripts of the Scriptm·e were prepared for a very diffn-ent end 
than that noble one to which he and others have applied them. 
The refe1·e11ce which the Translat01· makes to Dr. G1·icsb,tch 
in the par.lgraph preceding that which we have c1uote<l, is ra­
tlic1· an unhappy one. Can the Translator tell us why it was 
that in the fi.rst edition of his New Testament Dr. G. gm·e the 
reading 8E~ in I Tim. iii. 16, and altered it in his second 
edition into o,;? ,v e do not prnfess to give a reason for the 
cha11~c, but we have at least heard Unitarians claim Dr. G. as 
a partizan on the ground of the alterntio11; while we have heard 
Tri11ilarians lament that in this iustancc at _least he had 
mcr~Pd the Critic in the Theologian. 

\Ye must confess that in writing the remarks referred to by 
the Tr:rnslato1· we did not remember the injunction "Thou 
shalt not cook the calf in the milk of his mothe1·," no1· a1·e ,ve 
ahlc nen now it has been suggested to us to see its applica­
bility to the matter in hand. We have thought of various 
i11terpretations and applications of it, but cannot satisfy our­
iselvcs "·ith any of them. Does the 'l'rnnslato1· mean to com­
pare D1·. Grieshach to a calf? But if so, then what is the arche­
type of the milk? or what of the cow his mother? The Tr.ms­
lator may ha,·e had some idea attached to his wonls, when he 
made use of them, and of course he is not bound to furnish us 
with powers of understanding or imagination to apprehend 
the application of his tropes. But furthe1· on this subject, 
,\·here did the Translator find this injunction? In what scrip­
ture ? \Ye deny that there is any such injunction contained in 
Scripture from Genesis to Revelation. Such a loose mode of 
ljl1Uti11g, and such a pcr\'ersity in applying Scripture we deeply 
regret to see manifested by one who bears the honoured name 
of a Tmuslator of the word of God. 

Next to this comes the paragraph in which is pointed out 
our error in representing John v. 4, as one of the passages 
omitted in the translation. \Ve have already refc1'1'ed to this 
error,and have expressed ou1· unfeigned regret ll,t its occu1·1·ence. 
"'c wish uot now to qualify in the slightest degree that ex­
pre~sion of regret. On the co11trn1·y, if we have not previously 
marle the ad111issio11, we are williug uow to make it, that the 
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mistake into which we fell was a culpable one. But we cannot 
agree in om- 'l'ranslator's opinion that the committal of this 
mistake vitiates eithe1· the whole of our forn1e1· article 01· any 
portion of the present. "\,V ould the Trnnslator not have deemed 
it crnel and unchristian if we had said that his letter and all 
that he may eve1· say 01· write hereafter is and will be vitiated 
by his declaring that to be Scripture which is not Scripture, and 
i11fcrcntially stating that that is the meaning of Scriptme 
which is nut the meaning of Scripture? The Translator might 
,,·ell have complained if we had done so, and we should have 
had cause to complain of ourselves if we had allowed our­
scl\'es so to belie om· starting <leclarntion, that our rnle is to 
speak the truth in love. 

The 'l'rnnslator seems to rest much on the auth01·ity of Drs. 
Tholuck and Olshausen. These arc names which from our 
childhood we have been accustomed to hear with respect and 
admiration. The former especially is associated in om· mind 
with the idea of all that is valia11t in piety. And were the 
point at issue between us one regal'lliug the grand doctrines 
or duties of the gospel we should have lamented grievously to 
find ourselves on the opposite side from these goo<l, and learn­
ed nn<l tmly great men. But on such points as that at issue 
between the Translator and us, we feel less reluctance to differ 
with these respected men. One who writes, as Dr. Tholuck 
has done in his commentary on the Romans, such a sentence 
as the following, is not to he brnught forward as a Ycry high 
authority regarding the inspiration of auy passage: " \V ho so­
ever (says he on Rom. i. 14) is inclined to seek in outward 
occasions the cause of a Bl'gligent construction, (the only 
somce of which howeve1· was undoubtedly the liveliness of 
the Apostle's charncter) may imagine that Paul was here called 
away, and that upon resuming- his pen, he supposed that he had 
began a new sentence with xo.8<o>; !" \Ve bless God that Tho­
luck is what he is, and that he has been enabled tu do what he 
has <lone, but we must not forget that he too is a man. 

Of Dr. Olshauseu's history we do not know so much, but 
it is somewhat remarkable that just two or three days before the 
Translator's letter was printed, we met with the following pas­
sage in a translation of one his w1·itings: "Some will rejoice 
not a little, if they seem to themselves to have made out, at 
least with some plausibility, the spuriousness of nearly all the 
sacred books: others fear lest the least trace of suspicion 
.<:ltould attach to any the least book of the New Testament, as if 
the foundations ofCltristianity depended on the integrity oftlie 
New Testament, wlticlt, notwithstanding, flourislted gloriously 
when the New Testament canon was not in existence." Now 
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is a man who virtually states that there is no occasion for very 
much exertion to prese1·ve the integrity of the New 'restament, 
since Christianity flourished glot·iously in the days of the Apos­
tles before the New 1'estamcnt was written at all-is this the 
man whose authority is to be much set by as to the genuine­
ness of any passage in the inspired gospel? What is it to him 
whether John's gospel contains 13 verses less or more? Chris­
tianity flomisheu gloriously when John's gospel was not in 
existence! 

It is an ungracious task thus to make abatements from the 
charactc1· of men whom we so highly esteem. Besides we 
;l.l'e of opinion that, while the TranslatOI' in severnl places quotes 
the very words of these commentators, he has unintentionally 
failed, by being under the necessity of greatly abridging their 
remarks, to give a correct iuea of the general spirit of their 
remarks. 

,:vc think any one reading the Translator's account of the 
sentiments of Drs. Tholuek and Olshausen would suppose them 
to ha\"C decided unconditionally against the passage in question. 
Now we apprehend that the only point on which they are com­
pletely agreed, is that the passage does not stand in its proper 
place: but we do not think Tholuck denies that it is of "evan­
gelical delivernnce," 1Yhile Olshausen gives full weight to many 
of the a1·guments in favour of the passage, though he thinks 
that the arguments of a contra1·y kinu are stronger. 

The Translator asserts that the Roman law was not applied 
to J u<lea at this time, and the1·efore that death by stoning, the 
punishment awarded by the law of Moses to certain classes of 
adulterers, might have been inflicted by the Sanhedrin with 
consent of the Roman procurato1·. On this point we beg to 
refer our readers to Lar<lnet·'s Credibility, Parl I. Chap. 2. 

,v e must hasten to a conclusion, and shall therefore only 
further call attention as briefly as possible to a few sentences 
and expressions in the letter of the 'l'rnnslator. 

" I cannot possibly divest myself of the pleasing idea that 
our opinion is just as goou as his." See Rom. xii. 10, last 
clause, and 1 Cor. viii. 2. 

"Christians belonging to the Roman Catholic and G1·eek 
Churches will not use Protestant versions. So none can be 
made at present for the universal church." vVhere did the 
Translator learn the phrase " t.he Roman Catholic Church ?" 
It was uot in Scripture. 

As to the postscript to the Translator's letter, we think it bet­
ter to make no remarks. lu our estimation it had better nevet· 
been published,containing as it doei, an unprnrnked attack upon 
a body of Missionaries ; and doing any thing, as it seems to 
us, rather than speaking the tmth iu love. T. S. 
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lV,-Slwrt description of tl1e Netherlands' Territory on the 
West Coast of Sumatra, 1837. 

BOUNDARIES, DIVISION AND POPULATION. 

(Continued from page 209.) 

In a former number we considered the disti·icts of the northern divi­
sion, we shall now euumei-ate those of the ceutrul division. They con­
sist of, 

I. Tielcoo, divhled into two districts Jlfongoppo and Oi-r1gahan. This 
11istrict is governed by one Raja and five Paul{hooloos, and contains alto­
gether a population of about 4,,000 souls. \Ve have our northern pos-
8essio11s in this division. Tl,is place has the advautage of a good hm·­
hour for ships and small craft, which may safely anchor here at about a 
mile from the ~hore anll be sheltered from .ill winds, with a good strancl 
which is easily approached. It is also very well situated for communica­
tion with the interio1·. 

2. Dununw, consisting of ten districts, named the six aml foui· 
Cottns, with ten principal aud a great number of infol"ior chiefs, and a 
populntion of about 10,000 souls. 

3. Duublas Cottas, otherwise named the Tiegalooras, arnpat dengnn 
<J11.,'sm1g, has a population of about A,ooo souls aucl is governed by three 
On1119 kayas-(one of whom is appointed by the government,) sixteen 
chief Panghooluos, many lesser l'a1111hooloos aud Orang kayas. 

4. Lima Cottas has a population of about 4,,000 souls, aud is govern­
eel by one Raja and six Paughooloos. 

5. Sil'kura di Ooloo, or Bari·a~·, 01· also Jl{angong, has a population of 
al1out 1,000 souls, and is g·overned by one llaja and six Panghooloos. The 
abol'e named five provinces make a separate division, which is namell by 
the 11atives Ticya SarP, ampat denyan JJ;faugoug. Here follows anuthe1· 
division named J.imu T1w1poo, consisti11g of the following clist1·icts. 

G. l'riawan with a population of ;11.wut 2,000 souls, hns oue Haja a11d 
six Panghooloos. \\' e hal"e here 0111· second posses,ion in the interior of 
the central division. 

7. 1'11,(i,,o l'olla with a population of abuut 6,000 souls, has one Raja, 
one Pamuntja aucl six Panghoolous. 

8. Clahka11, with about 1,500 souls, has one Raja, four Orang Too.is, 
a111l six l'a11~hooloos. The Haj;1 of this province has, thrnugh the in­
fluence of the government, obt.iiued some degTee of autho1·ity ove1· the 
following minor produces, namely: 

So11111,r•,, h,n·ing· one Raja, one l'amontj~, six Panghooloos and a popu­
lation of about 800 souls. 

Coort:tai/11.11, with one Ha_j,L one Pamontja, six Panghooloos, and a 
110pnlation of about 1,500 souls. 

l'aco111ca, havi11g 011e Raja, six l'anghooloos, and a population of about 
250 souls. 

lie11/11n_qm1 Tengy, haYing· one Raja, six Panghooloos, and a pOJ)ulation 
of ahout 200 souls. 

'I'ol,a, having· one Haja, six Panghooloos, and a population of about 
800 souls. 

'l'a7mkie, ha\"ing one Raja, four Ornng tuoas .ind five Panghooloos, with 
a population of about 800 souls. 

'-'""gel Labo11_q, with one l'amontja, six Panghooloos, and a population of 
about GOO souls. 

Kupulla Cotta, with four Panghooloos and a population of about 500 
souls. 
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9. Pafwndrm_qan or negcn Cottas, is under the authority of one Omni!," 
kaya, with a populatiou of about 4,000 souls. It has some tleg-ree or 
supremacy ove1· the following minor provinces: 

Gade with four l'anghooloos; Cotlttmera11,: with se,·en Panl!,"hooloos; 
Parfrt llfcli11ton_q with six l'anl{hooloos; Su119ie Assam with liv~ l'an­
~hooloos; Looloopt1d,111_q with live l'a11ghooloes; Tuu!Joo Betooa with five 
l'anghooloos ; Chee11cht'en of Kopalla Illayrm_q with eleven Panghooloos, 
with a population of :ibout 2,000 souls; Cayoo Tanam de Ooloo and de 
Lelici· with eleven l'anl!,"hooloos and a population of 2,000 souls. 

10. Si11too Luuawa/0119 has twelve l'a11ghooloos, with a population of 
about 2,000 souls. 

11. Pwla11f/, where the seat of the Residencr is established, has ono 
'J'lf',,11koo l',m9t1liema (g·overnor), one Bm1dl1111"a and se1•en Panghooloos, 
who rule over the follo,ving provinces, namely: 

JV,111y11/lo with six l'anghooloos; 1Van D11p11/oo with twenty Panghoo­
)011s; l.inrn Jlamfa with five Panghooloos; Lool,oo l{ida11ga1t with six Pan­
i:hooloos; ll1w,quos with ten Panghooloos; Ticnd11!,ie with one chief and 
four l'anghooloos; Tdlok Cac,mg with one chief and four Panghooloos, 
This whole ten-itory, includiug the capital, has a population of a!Jout 
1,too souls. 

1~. Pau has fo111·teen Panghooloos, who are namerl n11n Sam/,elan and 
n"n Linw, in consequence of a separation which exists in the g·,,.·ern­
ment of this prol'iuce: it is !Jo111ule1l iu the interio1· !Jy Tirgublas Cuttas, 
and has a population of about t,000 souls. 

I:!. Cottu 1'1·11ga situated hetween Puu and Padang, has ten Panghoo­
loos am! a population of about 3,000 souls. The chiefs of this prol'ince 
exPrcise supremacy over the neighbouring mi1101· pro1·ince nametl Uas­
aug. 

I 1,. Trupan has one Raja and four Panghooloos, who exercise supre­
macy O\'er the following 111ino1· provinces, viz. Bm·oong Jl[aloo11te with 
eight Panghoolood; ,'•Jie Gu11toor with one chief and fuu1· Panghooloos; 
lra\'ing together a population of ahout 4-,000 souls. Now follow tire pro­
vinces which are under the jurisdictiou of the postholder of Pu/a Chin/co, 
named the Sapooloo Boo Bangohar. 

15. Bo!J'IIIU with fifteen Pan!(hooloos and a population of 2,.500 souls. 
Iii. Saliedo with one Raja and eight Panghooloos, who exercise supre­

macr over the following minor provinces, l'iz. Tambaugnn with one Haja 
and_ four Pang·hooloos; SnltetJo kicl.eel with one Raja and four Panghoolo~s, 
hanng together a population of about 2,000 souls. 

17. Paynan has one Itaja and th1·ee Panghooloos, and a population of 
about 3,000 souls. 

LR. 1Jattt111g kappf: or Delapan Cotta has 35 Panghooloos, of which four 
are principal and 31 inferior; population 3,000 souls. 

19. Ta/lo has one Kapala, and four Panghooloos; population about 
li00 souls. 

20, 1'aratta has seven Panghooloos, and a population of ahout li00 
souls. 

21. Siei·antie has one Raja, seven Panghooloos and a population of 
about 1000 souls. • 

22. Pricmypara or Ampinypm·a with one Raja, four Panu-hooloos and 
a population of about 500 souls. " ' 

~3. K,m,bang or Simbalan Cotta has one Raja, four Pan.,hooloos and a 
population of about 2500 souls. " ' 

!H, Palanyai has one Rnja and four Panghooloos; and a population 
of about 200 souls. 

'.;!.;, Sa119ie Toouoo has fou1· Panghooloos, and a population of about 
2,500 souls, 
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26. Pangt1pan has se,·en Panghooloos, and a population of about 50tl 
souls. 

27. Ayer Jlrtdji has one llaja, and seven Panghooloos, and a popula­
tion of about 1500 souls. 

28. Jmimpoora has one Sultan, one Mougkoo boomie, twenty Martries 
and a population of about 2500 souls. 

\\' e now pl'oceed to desuibe the highland· districts of the central divi­
sion, which contain, 

2!1. L,,011k Tana Da/ar, contains the following fourteen distl'icts 
imlependent of each other; \'iz. I, Sungie trap; 2, Soo1·wassrt; 3, Padanp 
V1mli11y; .1,, Soomaniek; 5, Sungie djamba; 6, Priallg1ll/.; 1, Gafoo Van­
d1111y; H, Tai/au; 9, Goo1·oon; 10, Paga1' rugong; l 1, Limakawrin; 12, 
Toudjo11g ; 13, Rau Rau ; l 4-, Koomango. 

This province has a population of about 80,000 souls, ancl is now go­
\'erned by foul'teen chiefs, paid by the government, namecl Kapa/a tares, 
and a great numbel' of l'a11glioofoos, Kop11llas anJ chiefs of Sookoos. 

30. .Agam, 01· the six 1111,l fl1111· Cott,is; containing twelve independent 
11rol'inces, ,•iz.: l, Ampa ank,/; 2, Bookfrt lwmrmg; 3, Su11giepu11; 
4, Fo111· Cottas; !,, J{oorai; 6, Roonoo llmpo; 1, T11udjo11g; 8, Chelatrtng ; 
9, Kapou; 10, Sllllo; 11, 1llo9P; 12, Cotlrt baroo; having twelve Kapa/a 
fares paicl hy gol'ernment, ancl a great number of minor chiefs, and a 
11opulation of about 80,000 aouls. 

31. The Sambiefan Cot/as, containing nine indepenclent clistricts, viz. 
1, Cotta lawa.v; 2, Tendiclte; 3, Pundja layan; 4, Sengalang; 5, A.11er 
a11ge; 6, Cotta bm·oo; 1. Goonu11g; 8, Panidjama; 9, Djawe ; 10, 1'a111-
ba119an; having two K"p'Lla fares paid by government, a great number 
of minor chiefs an1l a population of about 20,000 souls. 

32. The Limapooloo Cot/as, containing ten independent districts, l'iz. 
l, Paya J,01nba; 2, Soomoolooga119; 3, Ayer ta/tier; 4,, Tw·am; 5, Sit:rie 
lama; 6, Gooyoo; 1, Sierfo /awes; 8, Mo11kar; 9, Sielidrie; 10, Cot/11 
Lowe, with thirteen chiefs and a great number of minor chief~ paid by 
government, and a population of about 50,000 souk 

33. Aflaban with four irulependent clistl'icts; l, Allabrm; 2, Amp11/lo; 
3, Gado11g; 4, Tubing tengie. This province has eight chiefs paid by 
government, a great number of minor chiefs anJ a population of about 
10,000 souls. 

3t. Lintouw has four districts and one chief paid by gove1·nme11t, 
with a population of about •1,000 souls. 

35. Tawljo119 .rll/11m has three distl'icts, viz.; Salempau, Toodjoo baloo 
and P1111/joran Setoo,{ioo, with three chiefs paid by Government, anJ a 
population of about 15,000 souls. 

:l6. Twmty Collas, containing fifteen districts, viz: I, Soolie Aye,·; 2, 
Taurfjong balliet; 3, Sangkam; .f., Sa11gie b11lca; 5, Simowang; 6, Colla 
'/'oor{ioo; 1, Padrmgse Boo.~oo; 8, Tiefoolcang; 9, Cotta baroo; 10, 1'11/la, 
with fou1· smaller districts; 11, Aner kenaree; 12, Sie11jan apaug; 13, 
Googoo Pad11ng Lawe; J4., ,tloko ,tloko; 15, Polanke Mewa1•11 Loodie, hav­
ing fourteen chiefs and a great number of minor chiefs paitl by govern­
ment; population about 100,000 souls. 

37. Batiepoo has one Governol', one Pamontja with four paid chiefs, 
and a population of ahout 12,000 souls. 

3~. 'J'welve Cottus 11fatwa. This province is clh•ided into four, and 
eight Cottu.r, the formet· belonging to Jlfatwn and having three chiefs, 
arul the latter or eight Coitus eigli't chiefs, and the Twankoo ]Van 'I'm­
gie, with a population of about 12,000 souls, 

:rn. Toodjoo Lool'lts, with a population of ahout 6,000 souls. 
Here follows /Joudjol an1l the pl'ovinces now connected with it, of 

wl1ich we have already spoken. 
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The so11f11eni division or the territory of Bencoolcn contains the follow. 
ing provinces, viz.: 

1. llfoco J.lloco consisting of the following districts; 1, The territory 
of the 1lfa11tric An1p11/,!t1s; 2, /.ima Cutt,,; 3, Perw11lien koonmr1asr, lima 
puloo, numbering together 89 villages, with a population of 9,-Hi; souls. 

2. S1111gie Llllmw, contains the following distl"icts ; 1, Laio'; 2, Pa//p,; 
3, Ayer l,e.,sie; -i, Aye,· padie; 5, Brrtoomm; G, Lungie Lamau ; 1, Ooloo 
Ba11cooloo, ha Ying togetht>r 1-i3 d111wo11s. with a population of 12,817 souls. 

3. Su11yic .//'lam, containing the following districts: 1, Lumba Sela­
Jlllll; 2, Pc1·u·ath·11 11r11bl11.~ die Ta11c, Aye,· a11d Dari, having together 4-2 
dupoons, and a population of 4,122 souls. 

i. Sillelmr, consist in~ of the districts, 1, Anda/as; 2, Pagaragoo; 3, 
Si/lel,ar, hin·ing fifty d111;0011.~ and a population of 6,9 i2 souls. 

5. S11/1111111, contai11i11g the district5, 1, Ayal/am, 2, Salu11,a; 3, Tallo; 
4, Alias, ha\'ing together 119 d11pou11s and a population of 7,832 souls. 

6. Jfo111111, containing the districts, 1, Papo111a ooloo numa; 2, Pienoo; 
3, 11/rma; -~, ll11km1ttn,<J; 5, K11doon111g; 6, Pada11g Gutch, having together 
15'2 dupoons and 13,3iS inhabitants. 

7. Cau·o1·, containing the districts, I Kena!; 2, Leu·as; 3, Bentu•an; ·1-, 
Sul,/at; 5, JI1111gol'111a1101·; 6, Si11au; 7, ,Yapal, maldng together 59 dupoons 
and a population of 5,350 souls. 

8. Cro,'y, consisting of the following prol'inces: I, Barra.~; 2, Toad­
jo11g Sd,,11·ie; 3, 1'1190119 te11ga; 4, Pago119 Tappe; 5, Pm·11kal li11111; 6, URen­
di,!; 7, Pas.ml' Croe.1/; 8, T,11weml,011y; 9, .l/er1111g; 10, ,llunylmda,·; 11, Gar­
<lro; 12, Be11hoo11ut; 13, Blembing, having togethe1· a population of about 
10,000 souls. 

In the highlands of Bencoolen a1·e tlie provinces of the Palembang ter­
ritort which were lately given up; viz.: 

9. Ampat Lewang, containing the districts; I, Tedatoheen; 2, Siekap; 3, 
Oo/oo Raja; 4-, Lintrm_q kanan; 5, Li11ta11g /eerie, numbering together 
65 dupoons with 14,016 inhabitants. 

10. Redjang, containing the disti·icts; 1, Chenlo ,1fundie; 2, Kalorh11; 
3, Kasaml,e; 4-, Tahapahe, having together a population of about 10,000 
souls. 

Hadng enumerated all the districts of the several provinces, tl1e con­
clu~ion is that the entire territory of the Netherlands on the Westem coast 
of Sumatra, is dil'ided into three divisions, consisting in all of ?8 separate 
pro,·ince~, each of which is again subdivided into a g·reat number of sepa­
rate districts, the entire Presidency contaiuing a population of 72.S,000 
souls, jbesides the following- islands which also belong to it. Omitting 
the nume1·ous small islets which are strewed along the coast, we will only 
mention the principal ones. 

l. Pulo .,_Vias, containing by estimation a population of about 200,000 
souls. 

Jn 1669, and 1693 treaties of friendsl1ip were concluded bet1Veen the 
Dutch East India Company and the chiefs of this island, which wel'e 
solemnly ratified iu 17 55, when a small fort was el'ecteil at Goono11g 
Sito/lie with a ,·ie,11 to counteract the influence of the .English. This 
fort, howe\·e1·, was abandoned after two yeal'S, because it affo1·ded 110 

advantage to trnde. 
2. Pulo B11tu with fifty-six islands and a population of about 30,000 

souls, who occupy twenty of them, and consist of lViapers, Malays, Boo­
gineza and Chinese. 

3. The Pagie-islands. The interior condition and the inhal,itants 
of these islands ( consi~ting of wild men) are not yet known, 
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Tlte History of tlte country, witlt tlie laws and customs of 
tlte inhabitants. 

As it is 1lifficult to form a correct illea of the origin of tl1e customs of 
the tliffl'rent inhnbitants, \\'ho occupy the extensive Presidency of the 
11',•stern Coa.,t 11/' Su111atra, whose different origins we have already spoken 
of, we \\'ill ,li\'ide the history of the counh'y, laws, and customs into three 
separate heacls: 

a. The l\lalay population, established along the coast, and in the divi­
sion of the Padang highlands. 

/,, The Hattas, residing in the northern part of the presidency. 
e. The tliffPrent inhabitants of the several islands, principally of the 

B"too isl~mls, belonging to this Presidency. It is to he ohserved that 
the following account must necessarily be very imperfect, the origin of 
these trihes,as irHleed that of most nations, being lost in remote antiquity, 
when the art of writing ancl engraving· was not yet im·eotecl, or at least hall 
not ohtainell that importance in the ci\'il institutions which has made 
it the means of presenting all occurrences and obsenations clearly and in 
their entire compass, a111I of transfening them to posterity with the great­
t.>~t trnth and accuracy, hut when oral tradition, hallllecl down from one 
generation to another, fumished the only means of conveying informa­
tion to subsequent :iges. 

a. History, laws mul custom,~ of the JJ.falay population dwelling along the 
Coast and in the Padang highlands. 

This hi,tory commences with a brief, childish, and to enlightened 
minds e11tirely incomprehensihle fahle, which howe\'er has taken deep 
root in the greater part of the population, and much faith is placed in its 
ha,·i11g· e\'en now full relation with the manners ancl laws of the country. 

It howe\'er bears the chnracter of havi11g originated at a perio1l, when 
the population lnul not yet emhracecl lslamism, hut followed the faith of 
the hrli.hru.i.ns. lt heg"ins when the :\lahammadan doctrine had no influe11ce, 
and again is mixP,I with traditions of tho,e times, principally iu relation 
to the Turkish empire, known to the l\lahamrnadans by the name of 
ll110111, which each i\lalay forms an idea of as tire greatest and must power­
ful empire of the glohe; the whole presents a confused idea of which 
it is difficult to obtain a chiar and distinct conception. According 
to this fahle A,lam sl1oul1l. h:we liad 89 chil,lren, of which .j.5 were sons 
arnl ,i I- 1laug-l1ters, who to populate the world (for its estahlish111e11t is here 
interule1I) married each other, with the exception of the youngest, who 
found rw pa1·tnrr, and therefore would have been obliged to SJJl'ntl his life 
in solit111le, if the divine protection had not inunetliately been extende,1 
to him, taking pity on his forlorn condition, ancl g·iving the angels 
charge to cany him under the Pa.lJong oebor ocbol' and the colon\'s of 
l'aedjin P,mrf;jie to heaven, where Le was received amid the melodious 
anti chai·ming music of the 1lrum Sic R11j1i nobot, and of the trumpet 
Sei·oene Siemmhmg k11Uang, ar11l of the ,lukimer ketjape, by the goddess 
HEPAPAIUS, He amused himself vel'y much fo1· some time in the illustri­
ous curnpany of the inhahitants of heaven and returned to earth, assumed 
the name of Jskarular Zulkarnyn, adorned with two g·olden l10rns named 
fljalic ojalie, (who does not think here of Jupiter, 01· of l\loses on the 
mount Siu"i ?) lie broug·ht with him one god1less, in the garb Kain sang 
.rn11/rn//o, and ei;;-ht male children of the giant lndrndjatie, who were 
11a1111'tl Tjatie Neno Soecla. llaviug alill'hte1l on the counh-y of Room 
(Turkey), which seems to be the land of prnmise to the i\I11hamma,lans, 
he wa, united in marriag-e in the presence of fo111· persons sent by God 
from heave11, to the gotlde,;s refcrl'ed to, by whom he had three sun,, 
who were named Sulto.n Serie l\Jaharaja Alief, Sultan Serie l\laharaja Die 
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Raja, and the thii·d Sul/an Serie l\laha1"aj11 1lie Djiepaung. Havinit 
reached manhood, tl1ese three sons went on board ship, taking with 
them their wives an<I princely crown, name«l Makotta Sangkahal'ie. But 
disag1·eei ng amongst themselves, regarding the possession of the crown, and 
wishing to deprive each othe1· of it by fo1·ce, it fell into the sea, and all 
efforts to ol1tain it again wE>re in vain; wherefore one of thei1· followers, 
named Tjatie Bilang PamlE>r, who was charged to 1·e-obtain it, seeing it 
was impossihle. constructed another crown of gohl and hande<l it to Se1·ie 
l\laharaja die Raja, whilst both the other brothe1·s we1·e asleep. Being 
:nrnkened they also desired to have a similar crown made for each of 
them, but they we1·e disappointed in their expectation~, as Serie l\Jaharaja 
die llaja had deprived the maker 01· smith of his life. This increased 
the already existing discord of the three l.,1·others, and was the cause of 
their separation, Serie :\laharaja die Djiepaung departed to China, Se1·ie 
J\lahar:ija A lief to Ifoom, an<I Serie l\laharaja die Haja to the island Jawie 
(8,mwlm.) The last named manned a vessel with 16 persons, they took 
with tliem a «log named 1lloe Allam, a cat named Sikam, a tiger named 
1'jampoe, and a wild goat. The Vf'ssel went on shore on the mount 
Sern11g and suffered so much injury that she could go no further, when 
Serie i\Iaharaj,,1 die Raja promised those of his companions who would 
excel an<l work most in restoring he1·, to adopt them as his grandsons. 
:Five persons went to work with so much strenith and energy, that they 
not only merited the distinction, but also enable<I their lord and master 
to <lepart. He soon came to the Goenoeng 1lffrapis, neai· Pagar Roe,11oeng 
where he found five girls, whom he marrie1l to the above m1mtioned 
persons, ,rho had excelled in restoring the vessel at Sffang. Afte1· these 
new mo,,·ried people had been together for some time, the prince asked the 
husbands if they had paid attention to the manner of living amongst their 
wi \'es: they answered that only one of them conducted herself like B 
,voman; whilst the others ate nothing but flesh, bones and lea,·es, from 
which it was concluded, that the first originated from a princely, or at least 
human generntion, and the others from tigers, dogs, cats and goats. 

In the meanwhile mount Jl,[erapie became more dry all 1·mmd, and 
the sea appeared to have receded entirely from it: by which means th1·ee 
large plains had apparently originated, named Ran11 Tana Antai·, Rana 
LiPn11i11olfo and Soeboe Agam, which yet constitute the division of the 
different plains in the Padang highlands. 

The man .vho married the woman of princely ol'igin, was sent to Tana 
Datar, whe1·e he fixed his re~idence. The tige1· family went to Agam; 
the i;oat family to lfona Liemapoe/oe. The cat family to 1'joeden_q hotta 
LrirJ>e, and tl,e <log family to Koeboeng Tieg11blas, the entire population of 
Sumntm, according to this fal.lle, havin:; originated from these families. 

The prince himself, Serie l\faharaja die Raja came down from the 
mount, and estal.llished his seat at Lr1goe11die B11sillo, which place was 
afterwards named Prirmgrm (Pudu11g Pandjang) or the resi<lence of plea-
1mre; it is situate two leagues east of Pagyer Moeygong on the great 1·oad, 
where remains are still seen of the l'esidence of this prince. 

1-lere was el"ected a Bdy (town-hall), the pilla1·s of which were con. 
structed of djie/atang wood, which could not be touched without occa­
sioni11g an itching all over the body. The herlging was of the root loen­
d,1119, anu its roof of the lcdjoe Sagai· Dj,mton. There was also construct. 
ed a Jrnm ( Taboo) of the wood of the Pooloot Pooloot plant, and the small 
drnm (Genda11g) of the shrub S,,ligool'ie, the hide of the Ja11ge Toomo 
being used fo1· the leatht>1·. The prince also became possessor of the Tjti­
wmg (beng bcng) of Sultan Djadjahata, which was constrncted by the 
chief of the evil SJJirits, out of a speai· Toembak tatu1·an from a branch of 
the Tojoc S11gai·, named Djantan, and of the ljulempang Taheir, (Gammu-

\'UL, I, 2 X 
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fang) put togetl1er by the god Soekoe Lamhey Toengal. Of these 
things consisted the wonderful state ornaments of the princes of Mmwng­
kabow which, as long as they existed, were enumerated in the preface 
to their lcttPrs. A lterwards a temple was erected at this place ( 1ll i8sid­
jiet) ,-( wliich must have been when J\lahammadanism was first intrnduc­
ed,) in which all spiritual matters were transacted, according to the 
rules of that religion. All affairs, touching the habits and the govem­
me11t of the laud were arranged and concluded at this Daly, which obtain­
ed the 11ame of B11z11i-011g pa11dja11g. This condition was also made; " That 
the appoi 11ti ng of the prince or other chiefs was to take place by g1>ne­
rnl co11•ent and choice of the pi>ople or the suhjects, and that all affairs 
should be 1leci1led according to Shar11 and Adat (la,~s and customs)." 

After this the prince l\fahari1ja die Raja went with his family to 
Boe11g" seka11dm11, in the district of Soengie Trap, and obtainetl by his 
first wife J'o<,/rie a sou ; afterwards he went further inlancl and took, at 
P1·ia11grw, lndo Tjalita for his second \l'ife, and obtained by her also a 
son :-and these were the three first princes of the l<ingdom of 11-lanang­
kc,bow. 

The father then became Haja A 11am or Commander-in-Chief; the first 
son Haja Adatt or Director of the Habits: and the second son Raja Hadat, 
or Director of lleligion. 

Vpon this follon ed the death of the prince Serie l\laharnja die Rnja: 
he was lmrie1l at Prangrm. His \l'itlow I nclo Tjalita manied Tjatie Bilang 
Pander who followed the pri11ce from Room. They obtained two sons ancl 
fou1· daughters. 

The people raised hoth the first mentioned to the dignity of Panghoo­
Joos; the eltlest obtai11e1l the name of Sultan Padoeka Bezoar or key 
Tamangu joengan, a11d the second 1nlS appoiuted as Sultan Samaniug and 
afterward Perwatie Sahatang. These were the first fathers of the two 
great tribes of this country; namely, lee.If Tamangoen of the tribe Lare 
kotta, plirmg and l,ry Perwatie Saha tang· of tl1e trihe 1'jrc11iet/go. However 
fabulous anti clark this account may appear, it is however true, that in the 
l1i1d1lauds, as has alrea1ly heen remarked, traces a.-e fountl of the early 
residence of ki11Csly persouages, whose history or the cunent story of 
the people, sta11cls in connection with the fable which has been related. 

At Pritwgon a111l Tana Datar there is a three-cornered stone of un­
wrought trncltfot to the north of the ro,;11, two yards in length aud half a 
yard i11 hreatlth, with nn inscription the charncters of which are mostly 
effaced, hut they ~till bear the sigus of the Javanese letters. At Sintoo 
there is found on the north side of the rond a square stone of fmu· yards, 
covered with stones, some of which sen-e as seats. To the west is a s11uare 
},eight of two yards all(! one and a half in height; in the rnitlst of this there 
is found a cuhic stone of half a yard, with a long narrow opening in the 
middle, which therefore is named B,,toe Batrelcam by the nath·es. This 
Br,/ue Butrelc11111 is of trac!tirt, which uppears to have been in a liquid state, 
and hardened round a pointed stone, which afterwards ha\'ing fallen out 
of it, left the mark as if the stone had been pierced with a dagge1· 
01· kreiss. 

The story of the people regarding this stone explains somewhat the 
origfo of the fable; yet the confusion regarding the origin of the people is 
not lessened but rather increased by it. In ancient times there 1·esided a 
pl'ince or father who established his seat at Prirwgan ( Padrwg Pandft!11g.) 
He had three children, t\\'O sons and one daughter, the fable says four: 
the eldest son wns named key Tamongon-Gan, the second, a daughter, 
ludradjatie; and the third a sou, Perpattie Se Bntang. 

The youngest brother soon left the parental roof, _and found, on 
returning from a voyage afte1· some time, that l11d1·,1dJatie, who hml 
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become estranged from him, was on the point of entering into marriage 
with one of the respectable women of the land. But Perpattie Se Ba. 
tang surpassing the bridegroom in beauty ancl riches, knew how to 
manage not to allow the marriag-e to take place, ancl married her himself 
without their knowing that they stood in any relation to each other. Af. 
terwanls howernr I ndradjatie di~co1·ere1l a scar on the heacl of hei­
husbancl, much like one, which was occasioned by a blow of he1· mother's 
on the heacl of her brothe1· Perpattie Se Batang. Tracing the cause 
of it, it was found that Perpattie Se Batang had married his own siste1·, 
which enrag·ecl his brother lci:y Tamong-on-<hn so much, that he decla1·. 
ed war with Perpattie Se Batang, and carried on a disastrous war against 
l1im. The victory seemecl to be on the side of the latter, when 
his mother, the ancient princes, and his sister ancl spouse fnclrarljatie 
appeared on the field of battle, and placed them-elves between the armies. 
Not wishing to injure them, he fled through Lima lcow1111 to Si11/oe and 
halted there. llowe1•e1·, still elevated uy the clesire fo1· wa1· and strife 
which rag·e<l on him, he lifted up a d:ig-g-er exclaiming: " If my mothe1· 
harl not interfered, [ would have pie1·ced the hearts of my enemies, 
e1·en as I do now this stone," and stuck it into the stone as far as the 
handle which is the opening now seen in the Batoe battdwn. As in other 
places the g1•ayes arc honoure1l, so the Malay honor this stone, make 
olferin11,·s on it, arnl implore farnr:i on occasions of sickness and the plant­
ing of SawN.s. 

East of Sintoe, past the market place of Lima kawan, there is a place 
namecl Koeboer Raja where is found a square of 25 yards in lenl{th and 
100 yards in breadth, which stretches itself east and west along the road, 
and is s111-rounded by a wall of rockstones piled one on the othl'r, one 
yard high. To the north of the rive1· Lanie Batoe there are several large 
stones of which three are of some interest. On the first there is some 
indistinct carved work; on the second a confused inscription, much like 
the Javanese characters, and on the thii-d there is also some carvetl work. 
All are of ti·achiet. 

On this plain the great people of Lama kawan assemhle to consult 
on the affairs of the country. On the east there stands a Katappang tn,e, 
and on the west some groves, one of which is that of a king; wherefore 
this place bears the name of Roeboe1· R11ja. 

On the stone to the northwest are cm·ved several lines, probably in 
the old Javanese char:,cte1·. From ce1·tain characters which are found on 
some stones atPag11r Roeyong, it appe.irs that the Javanese may have had 
some power over the state of Jl/11,,m1gkubow, and this is besides confirm­
ed by thei1· writings, which mention, that in the 13th centu1·y there was 
a prince named l'erb Dejoijo Bodjo of the district R(ldirie, who came witb 
a Ratoc Peg11dangan to illa11a11glrnbow, and died at Padang. From all we 
hal'e related regarding the fabulous history of the probable origin of the 
l\Jalay population, it appears, that its obscurity will ever leave their 
origin in obscurity, and becomes the more rliflicult, as this story can only 
be taken a~ the basis of the same fable, which in every quarter, in every 
place, in every kampong, is d1·essed with l'ariations according- to the inter­
est of the relaters; a knot which can only be solved by cuttiug- it and 
supposing it true and certain, that the Malay population on the u•est cofl,t 
of Sumatra has had two fathe1·s, lcey Tamongdogan and key Perpattie 
Sebat_ang, who liatl establish~d their residence at Pri,mgttn ( P,,dang 
Pandpng), not far from the tort of Vo11der Copellm, and we1·e buried in 
the t,eg11//oo Kotta's, the first at Kottti A111w, and the second at Sfltlo. 

The fathers of the i\lalay lawgivers divided the country into Locaks 
di ~isio!1s, kotta_s, dis~ricts,, lrnmpangs, villa~es or hamlets; and the popu~ 
lat1on rnto Lanea, tribes, Soekas, parts of tnbes, an<l Boeaproets, families. 

2 X 2 
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It has already been stated that the whole Malay population descend 
from these two fathers. At present they still distinguish thernsel ves as 
two different tribes, hy the name of /are lcotta plia11g and Lare tjieneago, 
lcey l{atananging-an being the father of the first, and Perpattie Seba­
tang of tlie second. 

The number of Soekoes in every la1·e, an1l the number of Boeaproets in 
every Sot'lcoe is un<lefined, an<l theit· name not fixed hy any certain rules; 
but whatever may be the name of a Soel<oe it always belongs to one of 
the above named tribes, Ko/ta pliang or Tjineago, whilst the Boeproets 
alwa)'S follow the Sodwes, from wLich they descend. So there are at 
Padang eight Soelcoea, namely: 

I. Kotta, 
2. Tandja11g, 
3. Balle massiang, 
4. Malayoe, 
5. l)jaml,a, 
6, llfa11d1Jlieka, 
7. I,amage, 
8, Panghooloo, 

J 'I)'im ago. 

The t1·ibe or Soelrne-1·ight j3 always 1•ested in the descent of the wo­
men, so that the right of inherit:ince is folly recognised to helong to the 
siste1· or to her son, and this because the ahove 1rnmed fathel's, on occa­
sion of a voyage by sea, received more obedience from tl,e nephew than 
from the son. According to this 1·ight of inheritance the lawful son has 
no title to the estate of his father, hut to that of his mother's brother. 
If the deceased h:is no sistel's or sister's children, his estate devolves on 
l1is brothe1· of the same Soekoe, and by default of him the property is for the 
ndvantage of the entire family of the deceased or of his SoPkoe; an 
unnatural son may be the heir of his father, if he attachl!s himself to his 
father's Soekoe, whilst the mothe1· has no Soef,oe. Seldom however advan­
tage is taken of this privileg-e, as the shame attached to their birth would 
then too clearly appear. In the highlands along the coast, where the 
adats (manners) are more :irlulterate,I, at present a few instances are 
found, that the son is appointed by will as uni versa! heir, according to the 
Mahammadan rule ; but such arran11;e:nents are accompanied with much 
opposition from the heii·s,. who afterwards may claim it ily law. 

The heirs remain responsible fo1· the debts of the deceased, and pl'Ovide 
for the burial. 

At marl'iage~, the man follows the wom:in, she being the stamholder 
may not leave her Soelcoe ,· he keeps his 1·esidence fixed with his sister, 
who with her children, have a right to his assistance and the fruit of his 
labour; to his wife and her children he gives nothing, whilst he is treated 
at her residence as a stranger. 

Men are asked to many hy the women with presents of money and 
othe1· things;, which custom is known by the name of M11ndjapoet kulm. 

(To be continued.) 
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V.-The Bamfras Translators and tlte London Missionary 
Society. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obsel"Ver. 
DEAR Srns, 

I have been requested, in the name of all my brethren, the 
London Missionary Society's Missionaries in Calcutta, to ex­
pn•ss om· regret at the appearance in the pages of the Observer, 
of a letter signed " One of the 'l'ranslators" of the contro\'erte<l 
Ban{1ras ve1'.sion of the Urdu New Testament, made by the 
London l\Iissionary Society's Missionaries at Banarns. 

111 the communication rderred to, your correspondent en­
deavom·s to shew that the version in question has been con­
e! nctcd on the Catholic principles, and according to the printed 
instrnctions of the London l\lissionary Society. It is now, 
howeYer, \\'ell known that this nrsion docs not contain some 
pa~sagcs, as they have been and are now received by the Uni­
,·ersal Protestant Church, and that those omissions have been 
made 011 the alone responsibility of two Missionaries belong­
ing to the Loudon Society at Banarns, and without the sanc­
tion of the Bible Society, or any other equally accredited Ca­
tholic Society in the country. Without nt all entering into 
the merits of the version as a tl'anslation generally, or these 
omissions in particulal', \l"e feel it but just to ourselves as Mis­
sionaries of the London Society, which Society we think has 
been unnecessarily brought into the discussion, to disown any 
connection with, or sanction of, this or any version of the Sacred 
Scriptul'es from which portions of the text, approved and 
received by the Uuiversal Protestant Chmch, may be omitted, 
unless such omission shall have received the fullest, most deli­
berate and prayerful considerntion and sanction of the whole 
Protestant Church, or its accredited agents in this 01· any 
other country. ,v e think it but just also to the London 
Missionary Society, until they shall be put in full possession 
of the whole merits of the case, as it regards the principle on 
which the tramlation has been conducted, all(l the mode of its 
execution in the matte1· of omissions, to place before the 
Christian public the whole of the instrnctions of the Society 
011 the subject of Translations, leaving the friends of the Bible 
to judge whether or no the Londo11 Society can, from either 
the letter 01· spirit of their instructions, be held responsible 
for the omissions in this version. \Ve should not have felt 
called upon to perform what to us is a painful duty, which 
we think we owe to ourselves and the Society, had not yom· 
correspondent written in such a marme1· as to involve, if not 
by express declaration, at least by implication, the London 
Society and its Missionaries in a tacit or apparent approval 
of the version. This we have good reason to believe was the 
general impression prnduccd by yom· conespoudent's letter; 
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and it is our wish to remove that impression, and to declare 
most fully that the whole responsibility rests on the Transla­
to1·s themselves. 

\\re also trnst that our brethren of every denomination who 
hold the trnth in love, ,rill believe that, as heretofore, we shall 
be ever ready to co-operate with them in the generous, catho­
lic spirit of the London Missiouary Society, aronnd whose 
staudard, while differiug in 111ino1· matters, we deem it our 
pri\'ilege to gather, as that which best accords with our views 
of the Catholic Chmch. 

I need scarcely add that in these views of my b1·eth1·cn I 
fully concur, a11d remain, in the uame of the Missionaries 
belonging to the London :Missionary Society now in Calcutta, 

May 22, 1840. GEo. GoGERLY, Senior Missionary. 
The following arc the rnles of the Society as to translations, 
XXIIJ. Perhaps you may he called to the important and responsible 

work of translating the Scriptures into the language of the count1·y or 
district in which you are to sojourn. A higher office than this you cannot 
sustain, or one which will require more of dependence on God, and more 
diligent and enlightened application on your own part. It cannot be 
expected, that we should here lay down critical rules for your guidance 
in such an undertaking; hut we suggest for your consideration the fol­
lowing counsels. 

" Do not engage in the wodc till you are conscious of ha"ing adequately 
mastered the language, and acquired a competently critical know ledge of 
its structure and idiomatical 11eculia1·ities; uor till the nt'ed of it has been 
Jll'Opel'iy ascertaine(!, and you have oht:iined the sanction of yo111· col­
leagues, and of other judicious persons, at the station, or that of the 
Directors at home, to your undertaking it. 

" Let you1· translation he made from the best editions of the Heh1·ew 
and Ureek originals, with such helps from versions, ancient and model'II, 
as can be obtained. 

" Let yom· version, as far as possihle, he in conformity to the style and 
manner of our authorised English translation; we refer particularly to 
its simplicity, its dignity, and its general faithfulness. 

" Trnnslate the i11spire1l ,11111 canonical hooks only, an!I that (in the 
first instance at least) without note or comment. 

" Endeavour to execute the 11ork well, rather than rapidly; let it be as 
perfect as possible before it is put to the press. Begin with the bool<s of 
the New Testament, which are not only the easiest, hut the most import­
unt, grndually advancing- to other parts of the Scriptures, in proportion 
as they stand connected with the great discoveries of redemption, and 
personal edification. 

" In India, it "ill Le proper to submit these translations to the local 
Committees of the Hihle Society; in which case, if fully appronid, they 
will commend themselves to the wonted liheral J>atronag·e of the Parent 
Society at home." 

By attencliug to these general recommendations, should you he called 
to eugage iu this work, we trust you will he enahled to convey the water 
of life, from the orig-inal fountain, in a stream approaching, at least, to 
its native purity, its clearness ancl its h~a,,cnly nature; ancl that thu:1 
you may be rnnke!I among- the best heucfoctors of your species, iu the 
coming ages of light aml of truth, to which your labours will liave contri­
buted to 1>repare the way. 
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VI.-Revivals in Scotland. 
To the Editors of the CRlcuttn Christian Observer, 

DEAR Sms, 
I ha,·e lately recei,·ed letters from home, which contain accounts of a 

,·ery remarkable revival of religion in St. Aruh-ew's and in some othe1· 
places in Scotland, of which no notice has liitl1erto appeared in any of the 
<.:alcutt:L periodicals. Jntt>lligence such as is containecl in the accom­
panying extn,cts, cannot fail to Le intt>resting to the majority of rour 
n:ulers; ancl many, I have no doubt, will share the cldight which 1 felt 
on perusing this" goocl news from a far country." 

\\'hy ha\'e we not similar awake11in11·s iu this land, among professing 
Christians? Is the Lorcl's arm sho1·te11ed that it cannot save, or his em· 
heavy that it c11nnot hear? 

Yours, &c. 
21st ,llay, 1810, J. P. 
"I h:we Leen unusually husy for some weeks past, ( writes tl1e Rev. \\'m, 

Lothian of St. Andrew's) in consequence of a re\'irnl of religion which 
!,as taken place an1ong us. This happy change was brought about chiefly 
through the labours of ;\lessrs. \\' ight of Eclinhurgh, <.:omwall of Leven, 
mul Napier of ])alkeith. l\leetings were helcl twice a day for more than 
t"o weeks, aud ahout I.SO persons were awakened. Of these 2t have 
:ilrea<ly applied for fellowship with the church, among whom you will be 
happy to hear are the four sisters of your old friend T. ;\I. ; mul I hear of 
others who are contemplating the same step. The former members of the 
church are also much re\"ivecl. The town is filled with prayer-meetings 
in e•· ... ry cli1·ection, some of females alone, others of young boys. Indeed 
the effects proclucecl are trnly wonderful, ancl J can only look on ancl say, 
'\rhat hath the Lorcl wrou!!ht !' Your dear sister· I. has also been united 
to l\h-. Fraser's church, all(! has returned here for some time. l'rny for 
me, my dear brother, that l may be fitted for the a1·duous wol'lc I have 
to perform. Remember also the case of the newly awakened. Similar 
meetings are being held in various parts of the country, with similar 
1·e,ulu ; but I hea1· of no place where the effect has been so general a111I 
ob\"ious as in this. Our church hacl been much engaged in prayer for 
the lloly S11irit's influences for some months previously: l trnst a greater 
degree of l\lissionary zeal will be produced by this revival." 

Another correspouclentfrom the same place writes:" It has been hitherto 
out of my power e,·en to spare lrnlf an hour to inform you of the great 
and glorious work carrying· on he1·e. Our hands are completely filled 
with reli1tious aml prayer.meetings, examining persons .ipplying for 
church-fellowsl,ip, &c. It would take me a clay to gi,·e you an account of 
our late meeting-s, so greatly blessed h:n-e they been for the glory of God 
ancl the goocl c,f souls. (Tl,en follows an enumeration of persons newly 
converte,I ; of others, baclcsliders, reclaimed, &c.) l\liss U.'s case was 
sonie,rhat remarkable. \\'hen the revival meetings were first mentio11e1I 
she felt intercste,I ahout them, hut it pleased Goel to deprive her of the 
privilege of attell()ing them. She was seizecl with a violent fever about 
the time ther he!("all ; but she was visited on her sick heel by l\lessrs. \V, 
and C. and by the hlessing· of Goel 011 their faithful application of the 
truth to her conscience, sire was in the hour of her affliction converted to 
bimself. There are also, among others. three sisters, the daughters of 
the late <.:ol. B. of H. Our meeting fo1· prayer of a Sabbath rnol'lling i!I 
well attended, though at so early an hour. Let the sons of sloth among 
Go,l's people con,icle1· this. I am sure they are great losers. We have 
anotl1e1· prayer-meeting after the e,•ening se1·mo11, and a good attend-
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nnce: thi~ is not a new meeting. On i\fonday night at 7 o'clock at R. 
K."s, ,me\ at 8 the same el'e11ing in the chapel. On Tuesrlay at 8 I'. nr. a 
prayer-meeting in our house, another, same hour, in 1\Ir. B.'s. There nre 
also a 1111111her of prayer-meetings for females alone. 1\1. keeps one in oui· 
house el'ery Sabbath night at 9 o'clock, anrl anothe1· on Friday night at s. 
l\lrs. P.'s daughter and A. S.'s granddaug·hter, and some other g·irls 
about the age uf i\L appear to he blessed with a change of heart, but 
time will make all manifest. The1·e are other prayer-meetings, con­
ducted by boys alone, such as H.. r n the meeting he attends there are 
six boys. They assemble regularly, an,1 take !\fr. L.'s advice about their 
nffairs, who encourages them to go on, aml thinks it will turn out well. 
II is hands ai·e verv full indeed, &c. The churches in Anstruther, Leven 
El)', and Edinburgh have all held extrnordinary prnyer-meetings on ou1· 
behalf." 

A conespondent in Edinburgh writes thus: 
" You will be much gratified to learn something of the revival of 1·eli­

gio11 that has taken place at St. Andrew'~. A few weeks ago, i\h-. Lothian, 
a.sister! by various ministers, viz. i\fr. \Vight, from Edinburgh, !\fr. 
Nnpier of Dalkeith, Cornwall of Leven, ,vatson of Cupa1·, and Taylo1· 
of the Secession church, St. Andrew's, held a series of protracted meet­
ings. A desire to hear nppeared general. In the evenings both l\fr. 
Lothian's and the Secession chapels were filled, and addresses were given 
by two or three ministe1·s in succession; aml thus by the continuous appli­
cation of the gospel to the conscience, through the divine blessing, many 
hal'e given evidence of conve1·sion to God, and his people have been 
stirred up and quickened in the ways of the Lord. The spil'it of Jll'aye1· 
11ervarles the people. Evel'y hour of the day dining that time was mostly 
occupied either in the church or in private houses in meetings for prayer; 
and in some instances so many 11ssembled in one house that they were 
obliged to dhide and form two meetings. I saw -- last night, who is a 
member of .i\lr. L.'s church ; and he tells me that the meetinl{s for praye1· 
still continue in different districts of the town, and many young people 
from 12 to U years of age assemble together two 01· three times a week fo1· 
reading the scl'iptures and prayer. Among them are our young friends .i\I. 
and R. Their case is very hopeful. I saw a letter yesterday from a daugh­
ter of G. B.'s, a girl of about _13 yeai·s of age, to an acquaintance in Edin. 
hm·gh, in which she describes in a very interesting manner the peace and 
joy she finds in the ways of God, and in meeting with her youn~ friends 
for prnyer and mutual improvement in spiritual things. Su1·ely we may 
say, ' This is the doing of the Lord, an(l it is wondrous in our eyes.' J\ 
great awakenin~ has also heen produced hy the labou1·s of the same minis­
ters in (;upar, chiefly among the dissenting denominations. This week 
meetings are being held el'ery day in Dallceith for the same object. A 
numhe1· of friends del'ply interested in St. Andrew's, have met twice of 
late in 0111· house for prayer i11 behalf of the old city, that the good work 
there may, under the divine blessing, go fonvard, and that those who have 
lately professe(l thei1· faith in Chri,t, may be enabled to hohl the begin­
ing of their confidence stedfast unto the end.'' 

Anothe1· writes from Auehtermuchty: "God lieai·s pi-aye,·, and He has 
given in many ca,;es, and in a very great many places, the spirit of prayer ; 
1111d the answer hns been showered down in such a manner as to fill 
us with wonde1· and jo)', It is scarcely credible e\'en to those who witness 
it; and the people of God seem to themselves ' like those who dream.' 
Y 0111· native la,ul nel'e1· has heen so visite,l before. Throughout the 
lenl{th a111l breadth of it, the spirit of re1•ival seems to ~pread. All deno­
minations share in the blesse,l effusion, teaching the 11ri,le and wisdom 
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of men this humiliating lesson of divine love, that God is no respecter of 
11ersons, hut thnt in Hery communion, as well as in every nation, he that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness is acce11ted of him.' I begin 
with ----, where was no gospel ministry, and no Sabbath school, and 
where the people were proverbially wicked and profane. l\lr. B., now of the 
Ila11tist 1\Jiss ion, Calcutta, opened a place of worship, which had been built 
for the seceders, who had not, however, been able to effect a footing in the 
place. \\' e rented it for three months, and met reg-ularly, though some­
times friends and strangers amounted to not more than 13. 1\h-. B. visit­
ed :rnc\ com·ersed with the people. They saw a new thing, a minister 
visiting and seating himself at their firesides, and tallcing with them witb 
earnest affection about their souls. He opened a Sabbath school, which 
soon numberec\ 90 scholars. The Bible classes were numerously attend­
ed through the week, and in public and in private his tears mingled 
with his prayers, affectionate warnings and expostulations. The Lord 
blessed his labors; fo1· although no church was formed, and no case of 
decided con ,·ersion ( except one) was kno,vn to him, still many seemed 
affected by the truths preached, and the chapel was crnwded to excess. 
The chang-e among the youth of the town was marked, especially in the 
wav the Sabbath was kept. Still Mr. B."s heart was oppressed, not only by 
wlti1t appeared want of success, but by the coldness of some of those who 
ought to ha,·e heen constant and warm in his support. \\'hen it was 
known he was about to leave them for a foreign field of labou1·, the inha­
bitants seemed to awaken to a sense of the loss they were to sustain. 
Since his departure from amongst them, a supply of preachers has been 
regularly afforded them by the Congreg-ational Union, and a church ,ms 
fonnc,1 in Oct. 1638, of twelve members, in twelve months. God bas tripled 
that number. Among them are some striking and pleasing instances of 
conversion to God. \Ve hope that He will do greater things for Falk­
land. \Ve are anxious to have a pastor, and have been using means to 
obtain one, which we lcnow not yet if God will prosper. 

"The Lord's work has also been revived in a wonderful manner in and 
about Kilsvth. The chief instrument in this movement ,vas i\lr. ,vm. 
Burm, the son of the minister of the parish, who was then intending 
soon to proceed to the l\li~sion field. In the village of Alexandria, near 
Dumbarton, where 18 months ago there was not any place of worship, 
nor even so much as a prayer-meeting, a church of 120 members has been 
formed by the instrumentality of the students of the Glasgow Theologi­
cal Acaciemy. In Denholm, where my belo1•ed friend llobe1·t Wilson is 
settled, (this was the first remarkable awakening,) great gooc\ has been 
effected-also in Glasgow, Dumfries, Dundee, ancl Cupa1·, but I pass 
onr all these, as you will have heai·d of them by the pe1·iodicals you get 
from home." 

VII.-Reply to an article in tl1e last Observer "On the Urdu 
New Testament, translated by the Missionaries of the London 
Society at Banaras*." 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR Srn.s, 

I have not compared the list of omitted or alte1·ed passages 
in that article with our version, because a few mOl'e 01· less 

"' NoTE.-nr e have after much pruning of inelevant and personal mat­
ter determined to inse1·t so much of the following pape1· as is strictly in 

\'OL, I, 2 Y 
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passages altered or omitted would not affect the argument, 
Your corresponllent says, "I believe the most of those omitted 
and altered h,l\"e the authority of Griesbach, an authority 
now generally disputed by the most eminent orthodox Biblical 
critics, and an authority which your concsponclent has shewn 
is not to he depended on. Knowing, as I do, the indepen­
dent-mindedness of the Banarns Translators, I have been 
astonished at their slavi~h-mindedness in reference to Gries­
bach." :My frienc! T. S. to whom yom co1·1·cspo11dent refers, 
charged us with the perpetration of an atrocity in defiance 
of the highest critical authority, i. e. Griesbach. Thus one 
write1· aecuses us of "slai:islt-mindedness" for having in many 
places agreed with Griesbach, and the othe1· charges us with 
the perpetration of atrocities for supposing that we had 
omitted one passage which Griesbach has admitted; T. S. 
calls Dr. G. the highest critical authority, and your corre­
sponclent says that T. S. has shewn him to be an authority 
not to be depended on ! * * * * * Dr. 
Griesbach has laid down the excellent rule in sac1·ecl criticism, 
that we must always suspect spuriousness when we meet n·ith 
strong terms, and \'cry shrewdly adds, " Erudituli emphases 
amabant ac captabant." If your correspondents * * * 
will keep these excellent words in mind they will not use 
again such strong terms. 

You and the Christian Public will smely sympathise with us 
fo1· being treated so ha1·dly by your corresponcle11ts who agree 
not among themselves. * * * Surely we may say iu our 
present state of persecution and affliction, with the translators 
of the English authorised \'ersion in the preface to the reader: 
'' \Yhosoever attempteth any thing fo1· the public (especially 
if it pertain to religion, and to the opening and clearing of 
the word of God), the same setteth himself upon a stage to 
be gloated upon hy every evil eye ; yea he casteth himself 
}1eadlong 11po11 pikes, to be gored by every sha1·p tongue. 
}'01' he that meddleth with men's religion in any part, 
meclclleth with thei1· custom, nay, with thei1· freehold ; and 
though they find no content in that which they have, yet they 
cannot abide to hea1· of altering." Your correspondent says 
D1·. Griesbach's authority is "now very genernlly disputed 
by the most eminent orthodox Biblical critics." Ti1is is most 
extraordinary. \Yho are the most eminent orthodox Biblical 

1·eply to a paper commenting on the Ilanaras Translation anil ourselves. 
1\' e must however repeat that all papers on tliis sultjcct must Le free 
from pe1·s011alities, refereuces to Church go,·ernment and sectarian re­
f\el'tions; they must he strictly to the point 01· they can ha\'e nu place 
in the pages of the Ouservcr,-ED. 
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critics that now dispute Gricsbach's authority? Have the 
most eminent orthodox Biblical critics in communion with 
the Church of Rome, Jahn and Hug, the authors of the best 
introductions to the Oki and New 'l'estaments, done it? No. 
Have Neande1·, Tholuck, Olsliausen all(.l Hengstenberg, the 
most eminent orthodox Iliblic,tl critics of the German Pro­
testant Churches done it ? No. Have Stuart, Robinson, 
'l'urne1·, Beecher, the most eminent 01-thodox Biblical critics 
of America dune it ? No. Have Horne, P. Smith, Hende1·­
son, the most eminent orthodox Biblical critics of Britain 
done it, No. Then who han: done it? Dr. Bloomfield 
nnd othe1·s ha,·e done it ? * * * * * * 
But has Dr. Bloomfield gil·en his authorities ? Does he never 
confound ancient and modern Greek MSS. ; ancient and 
modern MSS. of the old versions? How fa1· does Dr. Bloom­
field's authority extend ? Griesbach has credit with all 
churches and denominations. 

All attacks on him have recoiled and ever will recoil back 
on thei1· authors. His work is beyond all attack. His system 
of Recensions may, as every thing can, be questioned, which 
I, howc,·e1·, do not, for it is so natu1·al and obvious; but this 
tloei;: ;10t affect his great work. Do you, nith me, attach the 
highest authol'ity to the old versions which were made previ­
ous to any existing MS. ? You may use Griesbach still. Have 
you much faith in the Alexandrine, or in the Occidental, 01· in 
the Byzantine MSS. or Recensions? or in none ? 01· in all? or 
in the Vulgate? Still you may use Griesbach, Has he sup­
pressed or falsified his authorities ? Not in one single instance. 
He makes you the ju<lge and he merely acts as one whose 
duty it is to bl'ing forward the witnesses. Can any critic act 
more honestly ? I say Dr. Griesbach's great work is beyond 
all attack. I am sorry that there are some Christians among 
whom you cannot pass as orthodox until you will allow some 
insinuations against D1·. Griesbach, fo1· manly attacks you 
cannot make upon him, because his authorities are those 
which you cannot dispute, and to ,vhich yo,, yourselves may 
attach as much 01· as little authority as you please. * * * 

Your correspondent says that the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible 
Society "maintains it as a principle to issue no trnnslation 
which does uot conform to the English." For the sake of 
the Calcutta Bible Society, I hope this is not true ; an<l if not, 
that Society should publicly declare that this principle is 
falsely ascribed to them. * * * * Protestants 
of all denominations have constantly cried out against the 
Church of Rome for having iu the Council of Trent declarccl 

2 Y 2 
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the Vulgate authentic: ,vill Prntestants in the nineteenth 
centul'y imitate them in this pm'ticulat·? 

* * * * * * * * * 
If the English version be declat·ed authentic and it be laid 

down as a principle to issue no tramlation which does not 
conform to that version, the great principle of Protestantism 
has been violated. * * * Y oul' conespoudent says 
" As there are other trnnslations of the New Testament in 
ch·culation among the natives, containing all the omitted 
passages, it is fot· every one to conceive what must be the 
effect upon the native mind of this sad diversity." 

The Musalmans and Hindus have abundance of different 
readi1111:s in their own books which they read in MSS., and m·e 
perfectly familiat· with the process of collating different ones. 
We can easily explain to them that our version was made from 
a text more perfect than that from which the English version 
was made, and that the1·e is a great difference between 
abolishing abuses and errnrs, and establishin11: them. Are the 
natives destitute of common sense? \Vill we tell them, 
in direct opposition to trnth, that Prnvidence miraculously 
preserved all the MSS. of the New Testament from different 
readings ? ,vm such conduct not one day be discovered ? 
And will the consequences not be tremendous? Is it not far 
better to tell the truth at once? * * * The E11g-lish 
version was made from a very imperfect text, the text of Beza. 
Your correspondent has pointed out sixty-six places in which 
our version diffe1·s from the English. \Vhat will your readers 
say, if we tell them that Beza's text, from which the English 
version was made, differs from the textus receptus in about 
fifty places? But the -translators of the English ve1·sion had 
no better text to translate from, for \Vetstein, Mill and Gries­
bach had not then published their labours to the world. If 
they had, I am persuaded the English trnnslators would have 
made use of them, for they were really enlightened men. 
'l'hey had neithe1· the fears auout different versions nor about 
different readings which your correspondent expresses. Let 
them speak for themselves. 

I. On different versions. 
"But the difference that appeareth between our trnnslations 

and om· often correcting them, is the thing that we are 
especially charged with ; let us see therefore whether they 
themselves be without fault this way, (if it be to be counted a 
fault to correct) and whether they be fit men to thrnw stones 
at us: 0 tandem major pa1·cas insane minori. They that are 
less sound themselves ought not to object to intil'mities in 
others, If we i,;hould t~ll them, that Valla, Stapulensis, 
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Erasmus and Vives, found fault with theh- vulgar translation, 
and consequently wished the same to be mended, or a new one 
to be made ; they would answer peradventure, that we prnduced 
their enemies for witnesses against them; albeit they wern 
in no other sort enemies, than as St. Paul was to the Galatians 
for telling them the trnth ; and it were to be wished, that 
they had dared to tell it them plainlie1· and oftne1·. But what 
will they say to this, that Pope Leo the 'l'enth allowed 
Erasmus' translation of the New Testament, so much different 
from the vulga1·, by his apostolic letter and bull ? That the 
said Leo exhorted Pagnine to translate the whole Bible, and 
bare whatsoe,·e1· charges was necessary for the ,vork ? Nay, 
we will yet come nearel' to the quick. Doth not their Paris 
edition diffc1· from the Louvain, :md Hentenius from them 
both ? Nay, doth not Sixtus Quintus confess that certain 
Catholicks . wel'e in such a humour of translating the 
Scriptures that • . Satan did strive out of so uncertain 
and manifold a variety of translations, so to mingle all things 
that nothing might seem to be left certain and firm in them?" 

2. On different readings. . 
"The1·efore, as St. Augustine saith, that variety of trans­

latio11s is profitable fol' the finding out of the sense of the 
Scriptures : so diversity of signification and sense in the mar­
gin, \lhere the text is not so clear, must needs do good, yea 
is necessary as we are persuaded. \Ve know that Sixtus 
Quintus expressly fo1·biddeth that any variety of readings of 
theit· vulgar edition should be put in the margin; (which 
though it be not altogethe1· the same thing to that we have in 
hand, yet it looketh that way;) ~ut we think he hath not all 
of his own side his favourers fo1· this conceit. They that are 
wise had rathe1· have thei1· judgments at liberty in differences 
of readings, than to be captivated to one, when it may be the 
other. If they were sure that theit· high priest had all laws 
shut up in his breast, as Paul the second bragged, and that 
be we1·e as free from en·o1· by special privilege, as the dicta­
tors of Rome were made by law inviolable, it were another 
matter ; then his wonl were an oracle, his opinion a decision. 
But the eyes of the world are now open, God be thanked, and 
have been a g1·eat while ; they find that he is subject to the 
same affections and infirmities that others be, that his body is 
subject to wounds; and therefore so much as he proveth, not 
as much as he claimeth, they grant and embrace.''-Preface 
to the Readers. * * * 

Simple Chl'istiaus who are quite unacquainted with Bibli­
cal criticism must, afte1· seeing yolll' correspondent's list of 
alte1·ed or omitted passages, rega1·d the Banarns 'l'rnnslators 
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as dreadful corl'llptcrs of the word of God, and I believe 
that list clocs not contain one-fifth of the passages in which 
words arc either altered or omitted. The Translators may 
congratulate themselves on living in a heathen land where 
no bigotted Christian populace can be stined up against 
them. I am persuaded that the passages which we have 
omitted are spurious aud apocryphal, and if they be admit­
ted into our version with my consent, I act contnu·y to my 
honest convictio11s, sin ugainst my own conscience, against 
light and tmth, and am henceforth unworthy of the. confidence 
of the public in general, and of the confidence of the Direc­
tors of the London Missionary Society in particulat· ; neithet· 
their money, not· their books, not· any thing belonging to them, 
is safe in my hancls. * * * * To palm upon the cre­
dulity of the natives such passages as John viii. 1-12, Acts viii. 
37. 1st John v. 7, as part of the inspired word of God, which 
I am persuaded and convinced are no part of the Sacred Canon, 
would be such a species of deception beside which all others 
would brighten into something like honesty and prnpriety. I 
say with Julius African us " God forbid that it should ever be 
rumoured in the Church that pious frauds have been con­
cocted to the praise of Christ :" (p.'fJ 8'f/ xpaTU'f/ -ro,ovTO; ).oyo; Ev 
tXXA'f}alqt xp1,ov, OTI ,J,,voo, avyxtcTOII c,, &,~o~ xou oo~o),oy,(/1.v xp1:;ov.) 

* * * * * * * * * * 
You, the Editors, have appended to the article a brief 

note calculated to occasion " much ancl very injurious mis­
apprehension," which, I see in page 297 of the same num­
ber, it is your object to prevent hy appending such brief 
notes. You say, " the Calcutta. Bil,le Society have not, we 
believe, sanctioned the translation of .~ome of the London 
:Missionary Society's MiHsionaries at Banarns." We ne,•er 
asked the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society to sanction out· 
version. We trauslate<l, sauctione<l and published the New 
Testament ourselves, just as Jerome, Luther, Beza, om· 
brethren, the Baptist Missionaries, and others have done. 
lVe did not wish to trouble the Calcutta Auxilim·y Bible 
Society with sanetioniug our version. If. the missions, and 
Churches, and the public of Hindustan in general will sanc-
tion our vcrsiou, we shall be \·cry glad. * * * 
If that Society will buy copies of the version fot· our own 
mission or for others, we shall be thankful. 

By saying " the translation of some of the London Mission­
ary 8ociety's Missionaries at Banaras," you seem to insinuate 
that we are not agreed among oun;el ve~. VI' c are agt·ce<l. 
Mr. Mather who wasformerly a Missiona1·y of Bauarns did not 
,1uitc agree with us, and one might almost say, clisagrecll 
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with us; but he has h<'cn for the last two years a Missionary 
at Mirz(qnfr, which is 28 miles from Banaras. 

Yon say " The translation rrfer1·ed to by om· correspondent 
is not in the hands of the Translators of the <'dition on which 
lie has felt it his duty to animalh·ert. The Baniiras Auxiliary 
Bible Society are the parties to whom it is entrusted, and 
c,·erv precaution has and will he t.tken to render it as pel'fect 
and ·faithful ,\ translation of the whole Bible as possible."­
'l'here are at present three missionaries of the London Society, 
and three l\lissionaries of the Church Missionary Society at 
Banaras, who form the Committee of the flauaras A uxilia1·y 
Bible Society ; and the projected version of the 0. T. is as 
much cntrnsted to us as to the Church l\Iissionaries; but 
whether that version will or can ever be made by the present 
Committee is auothcr question which I cannot discuss here. 
* * * * * I am glad that yon have appended the brief 
note which is brimful of mistatements, because it affords me 
an excellent opportunity of gi,·ing you aud the public, once 
fo1· all, foll and correct information on " The Banaras Auxi­
liary Bible Society," the parties of which it is composed, and 
the YCl'sion of the Old Testament which is expected to be 
mack by it. " The Ba11/i.ras Au.-1:iliary Bible Society," must not 
be confounded with " The Banaras Translation Committee," 
which for several years past has promised to translate the New 
Testament. None of the Missionaries of the London Mis­
sionary Society at Banaras has any thing whatsoeve1· to do 
with " Tlte Banaras Translation Committee" and its p1·ojected 
\'ersion of the New Testament. This subject has hitherto 
been invoked in a cloud of darkness, but has now for the first 
time been put in its true light, that there can be no darkness, 
110 mystification, no misapprehension hereafter, either in re­
ports or in othe1· publications. 

Yours, 
ONE OF THE TRANSLATORS. 

Banaras, 14th May, 1840. 
N'on; ny Tin; EmToHs.-Our correspondent says that our note was 

l,rimful uf error, anti that he has set the matter ril(ht. "" e cannot see 
that he has at all altered or cleared up the affair. '\\' e statetl that sume 
of the Luntlon l\Ii~sionaries had ma1le the Yersion. Our correspon-
1lent says that out of the three then present, one did not approl'e 
of the Yersion; the two Lo111\on i\lissional'ies, in opposi lion to their 
our hrnther, and the whole of their brethren of the church, adopted 
thi~ Ycrsion and separated from them on the suhject. "' e stated 
th.1t that version of the Scriptures-mea11ing tl1e New Testament 
all11t!cd to hy our other conespundent-was 11ot 11mler lhe s1111eri11-
trnd,:nrn '!£ the; Translators ?f tl1e disputed. ,·c_rsion. It appei1rs we 
ani ng·ht 1_11 tl11s also: the 1 ramlator says 1t 1s not, hut that they 
take pa1·t III the translation of the Olcl Testament in common II ith the 
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rest of the 1,relhren at Ilanaras. ,v e clid not refer to the translation 
of the Olcl Testament, because as the New Testament was alone the sub­
ject of discussion, it coulcl be alone uncle1·stood. The only difference is 
this. We statecl that the ,·ersion of the Ne,v Testament, now in progress 
unde1· the sanction of the C. B. S., was under the direction of the Ilanliras 
Auxiliary Bible Society. Our correspondent says it is uncle1· that of the 
B. Tram,lation Committee. We stated that the Calcutta Society were 
not responsilile for the clispute.t version. Our correspondent not only 
confirms this, but declares himself indifferent on the subject. \Ve stated 
that the C. Il. S. had not sanctioned the version. He also says the same; 
and we now repeat, the Bible Society in Calcutta have not and cannot 
8anction this 01· any version of the Sacred Scriptures from which omissions 
of the text ncei,·ecl hy the Universal Protestant Church are allowed on 
the responsibility of one or two individuals. 

VIII.-Tlte Britislt Indian Government defective in its plan 
of Native Education. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
Sms, 

There has been much writing upon the subject of l\Tative Education. 
By education we are calling into existence a gig·antic force ; more 
powerful than ten thousand steam-engines. It behoves us to look to 
the ultimate J'esult of our operations-what benefits do we propose by 
education? ,vith ~ome the object appears merely to he to communicate 
Knowledge without Religion-but what blessing will spring from mere 
knowledge? Let us consicle1· what good resulted from mere knowledge 
in the horrors of the F1·ench Uevolntion.-Scie11ce and knowledge were 
there in the highest perfection-and how awful was the proof that the 
wisdom of the wise is fooli.1-l111ess ! There learned men banished Chris­
tianity an1l Di vine ,v orship from the Janel, ove1·turne1l all authority, 
and drenchecl the country ,vith innocent blood. 

If the reformation of the heart and principles be not the object of 
instruction, the communication of knowledge will only be to sharpen 
the edge of vice, to arm the unprincipled with ten-fold 11ower to do 
evil, to rear up a discontented rnce, to weaken and not support tlie 
Government. 

Cltl'istians, an1l a Chrfatian Go1•e1·nment should he very careful that 
they oppose not the designs of PnovrnENcE. \\' e e.rist in this, and every 
country mel'ely by /he support of the g1·111it Govei·nor of tlte Univei·se. HE 
l1as g·i,·en Hindustan to our care, and the moment we attempt to tltwai·t 
H1M, and to set up our own judgment in oppo.~ition to His, we can only 
ex11ect to reap the consPqucnces of 0111· fully-to be forsaken and to 
Cl'umble aml fall before his displeasure !- ll'h,11 should HE support us 
when we cease to do His pleasure and work out his purposes? But so 
long as we ai·e doing Elis will,-we can look with confidence that all is safe, 
tliat the GnEAT Gov1m:-oa is ruling the nations by us, His instrumentd, 
Let us beware to attempt a rnle 11uJ1,pendent of Him! 

Tl1e <lovernment of a great Christian nation, Britain, has a,varded a 
considt>rahle sum of money fol' the inst!'uction of its nativesuhjects, thus 
:icknowledginl{ the cluty of commu11icating to the Heathen people, given 
to its care, the blessings of real wisdom. Sul'cly it would be falling short 
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of that duty to communicate deterio,·ated instruction, to give a part, and 
11,itlilwld the be.~t-cm·efully to Vt!il from t!,e people the only true wi8dom1 
wliich cometh from abo1,e ! Is not this to tell God-\Ve will not give th.1/ 
wisdom to the Heathen, we will give ow· own! \\' e will rather walk 
c,lone than trust to thy support, in teaching what thou hast revealed. 
Is not this the system now pursued? The only i·eal wisdom which the 
great Governo1· of the \l' orld would wish to be taught, is most Clll'Pfafly 
cor,ceaft,d from the people! The money is expended in communicatiug 
knowledge, whilst an interdict has gone forth against the knowledge 
of God, which alone he will bless! 

The great ;\Joi-al Governor's wishes in this particular appear to have 
been set aside. Are we not very bold in endeavouring in 0111· p1·ecarious 
position to stand alone in this matter, and to teach his people committed 
to our care in a manner of which he cannot approve, for "unless the 
Lord builil the city, the builde1· buildeth i11 vain." 

As a Christian Gouernment we seem to shew very little reverence to 
the Great Supreme, for whilst idolatry and cruel superstition is openly 
taught at the Compamy's expense in their own idolatrous Colleges ; at 
Ba1uiras, P(rna 1111<1 perhaps many other places, salutes from .lh-itish 
Ramparts a1·e fired in ho1101· of Heathen and Moslem Worship*. What 
as a Go11e1·11me11t is the Bl'itish Nation doing tow;11·ds teaching the 
benighted people to worship the one true God? It may be said, it is 
dangerous for the Govei·nment to engage in Christian instruction. It 
rnay be so, but is it not more dangerous to pro1,oke Goo, by whose daily 
s11pporti11g power we have sway over these realms? The moment lie 
withdraws His support, we shall surely crumble. Are we so simple 
as to s•!t1pose that our own urms have gotten us this power? \\' e are 
merely i11sti·umer1ts of God, and let us bewa1·e how we ceuse to be Hi11 
instruments. 

Surely Providence has not brou11:ht us from afar as a Christian 
Nation possessing the knowledge of His truth, and placed us firruly in 
a11tl1orit,11 over tlwse heathen funds, without an object. Surely he expects 
us irldi1•id11ally cmd as a nation to shew forth llis glor.11, ancl TO Sl'Rl,;AD 

THI! KNOWLJ,;1>Gi.: oP His NARIE to this benighted people. l11 such a work we 
shall be doing His pleasure; in refusing to do llis work, cau we ex11ect 

• Garrison Orders issued at Fort St. Ge01·ge, Madras. 
Madras Gnrrison O1·de1·s-General Orders, 26th l\lay, 1839, ( Su,u1a_,J.) ! ! ! ! 
A royal s•lutc to be held in reaJiness to be tired from the saluting l,attery lit 

sun rise to-morrow, in answer to one which ,~ill be tired from the Chep•uk 
Garilens on the occasion of "the anniversary of the Rubbee ool Uuwul festival." 

General Orders, L5th October I BJ!i. 
A r<1yal sulute to be firnd from the saluting battery to.monow on the occa­

sion of the Dus~erah festival. 
G. General Orders, 7th December, 1839. 
A royal snlut.e to be fired from the snlutiog battery at 1 o'clock P. M, to­

morrow on the occasion of the Rumzan festival. 
Fort St. George, Madras, 121.h Jun. Ul40, (Sunday) Ganison orders. 
A royal salute to be tired from the &llluting b11ttery nt noon to-morrow on 

the occasion of the Pungal festival. 
Ganison orders, 141h Fehruary, IB·IO. A royal slllute to be fired from the 

,:oluting battny at 12 o'clock this day on the occasion of the Bukreed festival. 
. J\luny other instances of direct patro1rnge to iJulatry could be given, io Ji­
r~t violntion of the instruction sent by the Court of Directors to the Su11reme 
Gorerument, 1\ated 20th February, lBJ:I, para. 62. 

Ought the National Flag of Great 81·itain to be used on such melancholy oc. 
casion• as these? Has the Campnny's l\ladras Government no private !,lack ftug 
or ita own which it could use ? 

VOL. I. 2 Z 
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his support ? and without his continued support, can we stand for a 
moment? 

The Politician may doubt, and say, it is dangerous to speak of Religion ; 
but let him ask himself, as a Christian-is it not moi·e dangerous as a 
Nation in the admiuistration of the sacred charge entrnsted to us by Pno­
VIDENCE lo nrglect what seem.Y to be the evident pui·pose and intent of God? 
ls it not d11ngernus as n Nation to be weighed in the balance and found 
wanting in perfo1·ming Gon's will? 

\\'hat then as a Christian Government is to be done? Can we err in 
endeavouring to fulfil the will of God, by whose mighty power alone 
we 1·ule? CAN AUGHT SHAK}; WHERE HF. APPROVES a11d UPHOLHS? \Ve 
are apt to exag!(ernte obstacles from native prejudices. Let us take 
l'xample from 11ative governments. \Vhat would a Hindu or a l\lusal­
man government do, if in po1Ve1· ?-\V 011ld not all e rpect them to rear 
the temples of their Religion, to 1·ead therein the Shestras or the Qul'en, 
aiul to afford instruction to all who freely sought it? \Vould this 
offencl any one? No, it woulcl be natural, and all woulcl e,pect it. 
\\' ould it politically do harm ?-why should it? for none would go for 
instrnction, but those who chose it. F1·ee as air, they would retire at 
pleasure. 

But what line cloes the Bi·itish Government pursue ?-does it follow this 
natural process of opening in like manner C!trii;tian temples and schools 
where all may go for instruction ?-does it support a single Christian 
School, where its Native subjects may go for instruction on the sacred 
truths of its Holy Religion ?-:\fight not the very natives themselves ap­
JHove were there attached publicly a111l ope11ly to each Christian temple 
throughout the land, a Ch1-i,tian School; and as in the instructions from 
the pulpit, the doors thrown open ancl all made welcome to atteud. 
Here would be no deceit-no compulsion-nothing to offend. As the 
l\Joslem in the mosque, as the Hindu in the temple, so the Chris­
tian mi11ister in his temple, with open doors and public tuition, ready to 
instruct all who cnme in the trnths of his sacred relig-ion, as well as 
in all useful worldly knowledge. Would not the declaration of Govern­
me11t appe:11·, even to the Natives, natural and proper, that the Govern­
ment owed it, as a duty to its Native sulijects, to communicate to all 
such as desired i11struction, the /mow/edge of the motlte1·-count1"y, which 
led to the blessing.~ of ,:iviliz11tion-11a111ely, the a1·ts ancl sciences, the 
theory ancl practice of Government, the advantages of commerce, &c.; 
hut that. as it would he a slight to the Deity to teach worldly wisdom 
alo11e, am! to e:r:cillde the knowledge of His Laws and Will, the whole 
should be taug·ht tog-ether-His truths, am! all the wisdom which he 
had enabled man to attain. 

Let the experiment be tried at some of 0111· Christian Churches 
under chosen miuisters of approved discretion. Let the ministers 
publicly communicate that as from the pulpit so in the school attache1l 
to the Churd,, they were ready to follow their vocation and teach 
and superintend instruction. They would of course teach English 
and the vernacula1· languages. lt seems very p1·olmble that (as in 
the admimble and crowded schools qf the Gene1'lll Assembly in Calcutta 
and elscwhe1·c) many would seek a sound education there, ancl even if none 
went, a Cun1sTIAN Government uncle1· such a system, would feel the 
satisfaction of h,n·iug discharged a duty in giving to its suhjects the 
oppol"tunity of instruction. 

Ami supposing that such schools should give offence, they could at 
any moment be discontinued. If it be said, that we stand pleclgecl not 
to interfere with the religion of the people-this is rw interference 
where the people a1·e free a& the air they breathe, to go, or slay away. In-
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struction goes not to seek them-they of their own free will, would go 
to seelc it. Are we ns a Cltri.,·lian Government blameless, ns in the system 
now pu1·s11ed, in delilJeratP-fJJ p,dting the s11cud command.v ~f God, under <t 
bushel, and hiding them from tl1e Jle11then ? Arn we justified, is it safe, 
to set aside the counsel of Goel, to raise up as we seem now to be doiug, 
a race of intelligeut sceptics, if not athiests, who des11ising all Religion, 
will be in a great measure set loose from the restrnints of conscience ? 
It seems afemful experiment-one in which we can scarcely expect the 
support of God, hy which alone we exist as a Goven1me11t. In the other 
plan of Ol'Rl\'.LV giving Christian instrttction to all who chose of tlt•ir own 
free will to seek it, we should feel secure, that we were not following 
our ow11 short-sighted plan.\' but we1·e doing Oon's w11.L; the knowledge 
and truths we taught, would be His; and under this sure and safe guid­
ance also would be the hearts of those to whom 1/is truth11 were 
communicated. 

The subject is one of deep importance, and is well worthy of serious 
tliscussion . 

. May 11, 18.t,0, AN OBSERVER. 

LINES ON THE SECOND ADVENT. 

SURELY waving o'er this world 
'l'he banner of God's wrath unfurled 

Doth now appear ; 
As yonde1· gleam foretells the morn, 

Matt. xxiv. 

Or gathering clouds presage the storm, 
Signs of the times draw near. 

\Var's trumpet peals from land to land, 
And echoes forth the dread command, 

" For strife prepare," 
Legions on legions hear the call 
And marshalling for the contest, all 

Their warrior joy declare. 

With glorious hope each heart beats high 
And laurelled crowns before each eye 

As bright rewards arise ; 
Each sword is whetted for the fray, 
And each longs for the battle day 

'l'o grasp his prize. 

Oh, little dream these haughty hearts 
How soon each visioned hope departs 

At his command, 
Whose sway creation owns ; 
Who nations, powers, and thrones 

2 z 2 
Holds in his hand ; 
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Who makt-s lhem ns n heacon-li!!,hl 
To guide his church amid the night 

Of darkness and of cloud ; 
Now gathering round her eorthly way, 
Aud from her sight her only stay 

Threatening to shroud. 

But raise your heads ye scattered few, 
ltedemption's day-dawn breaks on you ; 

The message of your God 
Announced by wars and rumoured wars, 
" By rushing waves and falling stars," 

Makes straight Messiah's road. 

Oh then the glad Hosannas sing 
To welcome your Redeemer-king 

Who hastens here; 
Though lightnings pierce our clouded sky, 
The thought his coming drawelh nigh 

llis drooping church shall cheer. 

lie comes! he comes I with saints attending, 
Powers of Earth and Heaven are bending 

At his feet; 
Ten thousand Halleluias send 
The summons to earth's utmost end 

Our coming Lord to greet. 

Come, Jesus, come-my soul doth long 
To join thy Blessed Spirit throng 

To meet thee in the air ; 
And all the glories of the throne 
Thoo hast provided for thine own 

\Vith Thee to share, 

Septe111be1· 10tl,, 1839, 

INFANTICIDE. 

[JUNE, 

Formerly prartised by Hindu mothers to a great extent, and occasionally, it is to 
be feared, now, although very severe laws are passed against it. 

Is there a mother lives, whose tender love 
Sweet, smiling infnncy can fail Lo move? 
Whose breast expands not at the happy sight, 
Nor throbs with soft emotions of delight? • 
What wonder, too, that Woman, gentle, fair, 
By nature kind, should fond affection bear 
For helplHs childhood, which from her derive& 
lls nourishment, and by hel' care survives ~ 
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Oh ! how unnnlural, how passing slmnge, 
That cruelly can woman's love derange ; 
Con drown her feelings ofhumnnily, 
And steel her heart against her progeny ! 
Alns ! (with ~orrow is the truth confest)· 
Oft from the Indian mother's savage breost 
Parental love departs ; affection thence 
Expelled, regards not childhood's innocence! 
Bone of her bone, flesh of her flesh to death 
She, fiend-like, hurries, with its first-drawn breath ! 
Oh ! murder foul, most foul I Oh ! monstrous crime ! 
By Goel detested, uneffac'd by time! 
\'ile murderer I thy infant daughter's blood 
For vengeance cries to Him who wills all good. 
Such horrid rites do heathen laws decree, 
T'appease the monster of Idolatry. 
Oh i God, with holy arm and strong right hand, 
This base dishonour to thy name withstand ! 
Thy righteous vengeance, Lord, thy pow'r alone 
Con hurl the idol tyrant from his throne. 
Almighty Lord ! Thou God of Hosts, arise l 
Maintain thy cause; scatter thine enemies; 
The idol altars level \\ith the dust; 
Is there not cause? Ah! sure thy wrath is just, 
When wicked men, who" glory in their shame," 
Blaspheme thine honour, and insult thy name. 
Then purge this heathen land, and ~et it free 
Prom bloody rites, and idol tyranny. 
Salvation, Oh sah'ation ! may that word , 
Ere long by Pagan ears be gladly heard. 
On this devoted land may rays divine, 
En kindled by the blessed Gospel, shine! 
Jesus, Redeemer! may thy praise be sung 
By Moslem and Hindu, by every tongue. 
May infants lisp thy name, may joyous youth, 
And hoary age, be wise in Heav'nly truth ! 
On India then shall drop the dew of love 
From streams which lave thy Zion, Lord, above I 
Then sna~ped shall be l~e spear, dread war shall cease, 
And happmess go hand m hand with peace I 
Then India's ransom'd son, when life may end 
His parting spirit shall to God commend, ' 
Supported by the hope well-founded, sure, 
With saints immortal ever to endure! 

351 
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.ffthleiamn·,i ttng- ll\tligiatte JEntclligtnu. 
1.-1\hssIONARY AND EccJ,ESrASTICAL l\fovEMENTS, 

Since Olli' last the Hev . . A. Duff, D. D. together with i\Irs. Duff, have, 
through the good nwrcy of God, ani ved safely in Calcutta. Dr. Duff 
,·isited Romhay and l\Iadras on his ,vay to the city of p:Llaces. IHs health 
we are happy to state, is materially impro1·ed by his l'isit to Europe, and 
his spil'it and zeal unabated for the salvation of souls. l\Iay he be long 
spare1l to live and labour as a faithful minister of Jesus Christ amongst the 
millious of pagans in I ndia.-The Ilev. \V. Glen anived on the Elizabeth 
on the 13th ofl\Iay. l\lr. Glen is, we believe, appointed to labour amongst 
the l\Iusalmans at l\loorshedabad. His honoured father has been for 
many years a diligent l\Iission laborer in Astrachan, especially in the 
department of Translations. l\Iay the son follow in the steps of his 
father el'en as he has followed Christ.-Letters received from the Rev. 
J\J. Hill of Berhampore, state it to he his intention (D. V.) to return to 
India in ltH,1.-Letters received from London announce the safe arrival 
of the Owen Glendowe1· on which our good friends !\Jr. and :\lrs. Lyon, l\frs. 
G. Pea1·ce, and l\Irs. Paterson of Berhampore sailed. l\Irs. Lyon's health 
is completely restored by the voyage.-The other passengers were all 
well. l\Ir. Lyon expresses a hope that he may speedily return to the 
scene of his former labours,-The Rev. J. Kreiss of the Church Mission 
has arrived in safety at Agra, the scene of his future labou1·s. 

2.-hEMS. 
Two new newspapers in Bengali have been started at this Presidency­

the one at Calcutta, the other at Bel'hampore.-The examination of the 
pupils of the l\Iedical College and the distribution of prizes took place a 
fe1v weeks back. The pl'ogress of the students is highly cl'editahle to 
them as well as to thei1· tutors. The Governor General presided.­
Rajnerayan Ray, the native so distinguished for his bal'harous tl'eatment 
of the Editor of the Bh6llkur, was admitted to the last levee at Govern­
ment House, as well as to the examination of a native school held at the 
Bishop's palace ! ! !-The Editor of the .Bh,1skar has heen liberated. 
He says he intends to prosecute his oppresso1·: we a1·e inclined to doubt 
this.-A new medical work in llengali by a native is reported as in pro­
gress.-Several educated native youth have determined to translate the 
best works of the western world into the vernaculars.-The pupils of 
Babu Gaurmohan Adi"s Seminary are to be examined by the Committee 
of Public lnstl'uction in future, and ce1·tificates are to be granted acco1·d­
ing to their proficiency. We al'e glad that encouragement is to be afforded 
to this enterprising native friend.-The District Cha!"itahle Society have 
determined to do away in great measure with grants of money; and to 
erect an alms and work-house in Calcutta for the destitute but industi·i­
ous.-The Hepol't of the Committee on Municipal Institutions recommends 
a vagrant law for Calcutta, and that strict attention be paid to the 
cleansing· :md purifying of the city.-We are happy to find that ou1· Na­
tive co11tempora1·ies are engaged in the discussion of interesting and im­
proving topics.-A new native paper has started at l\Iadras, entitled, 
The Enquirer. It is conducted in the Native and English languages.­
A i\lagazine in the Native language has heen commenced at Bombay. 
Jt proposes to discuss scientific as well as religious and other subjects. 
-l'art of the fleet destined for China has reached Singapore in safety.­
A fearful storm, commencing at Mauritius and sweepinc; the whole of 
the Hay of Bengal and beyond Calcutta, has committe1l great rnvages 
both at sea and on shore. The whole country below Calcutta has beeu 
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inundate<!, and the natives have been seve1·e sulfere1·s.-The Cholern has 
been very fatal during the last month. \\' e hope now that the rains 
have set in that this 1h-eadfu~ scourge will be stayed in its course. 

3.-TnE INDIAN JounNAL OF SCIENCE. 

The first number of the new quarterly periodical edited by J. 
l\lcClelland, Esq., devoted tu natural and scientific objects, has been 
forwarded to us. It is replete with interesting and in,trnctivc matte1· 
and well sustains the high character of Dr. 1\1. as a naturalist anrl a love1· 
of science. It contains a proposal fur a new institution, the objects of 
which shall be the encouragement of science. We heartily wish it suc­
cess, hut fear it will not succeed. The Doctor has entere1\ at large into 
the merits of the controversy connected with the curatorship of the 
Asiatic Society, in which we think he has decidedly the best of the 
:ll'gument. To fetter a scientific man with rules and bye-laws for the 
1·egulation of his con1luct i~ certainly not the way to advance the pUI·­
poses of science. \\'hel'e confidence ceases, there all connection shouhl 
terminate. We wish the new Journal eve1·y success. 

4.-TnE CooLv TRADE, 
This new slave-tra<le is in danger of being red \'eel. Lord John 

Russel in the House of Commons expressed the detel'mination of minis­
ters to re-open the trade on the testimony of the i\Iauritians. His rea­
sons were of the most puerile order, and such as the poorest Dhang·ar with 
all his igno1·ance might easily answe1·. Fl'Om all we can gather on this 
sul,ject the Indian and British Governments are playing with the interests 
of thousands of people, to suit their political scheming. The \Vest­
J ndian, Mauritius, Cape, 01· in othe1· words the pro-slavery people are to be 
kept quiet; the religious 01· anti-slavery pa1·ty are not to he offended. 
,v hat we fear is that without great diligence, in this clashing of inte1·ests, 
in this attempt to please every body, the new slave-trade will he revived, 
and the helpless Indian he a substitute for the too-long injured African. 
Will the public of India believe it, that the Report of the Couly Commit­
tee appointed by the public ;11eeti11g more than eighteen months ago, had 
not been forwarded to England up to the last overland. Our advice is 
if it is not at once forwarded that the original requisitionists call on the 
Committee for an account of theii· stewardship.-( It has appeared since 
this was penned).-Eo. 

5.-NEw WonKs IN SANSKRIT, 

The religious stillness which fo1· some time past has pel'Vade,1 the up­
per classes of the Hindus, has latterly been broken up by the appearance 
of two or th1·ee pamphlets in Sanskrit by J. ;\I uir, Esq. C. S. They are 
a Description of England after the plan of ;\liss Bird's work ; an Ac­
count of Christian Doctrine; and a Refutation of Hinduism, In reply 
to the last an answer has appeared by a hrahm:m in which he has at­
tacked Christianity on the common ground of western infidelity. His 
work bears eridence of assistance from othe1· than Hindu hands. \\'e 
hope to be ahle to give a more extended review of the whole in an early 
numbtr. A small tract coutaiuiug a summary of the Christian faith 
is in course of preparation in Sanskrit by the Tract Society : it will, we 
believe, be accompanied by a Bengali and Urdu translation. The Gos­
pels and Acts in Sauskrit by the Rev. W. Yates are. we believe, no1v 
re,"ly for distribution. 
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G.-\VAn WJTU CHINA-THE OPIUM TRADE. 

The grounds of the war with China are at length propounded by the 
home officials, and more untenable reasons could not be well assigned. 
The first is, to chastise the Chinl'se for the insults offered to <.:apt. 
Elliot as the representative of Britain. The reply to this is very simple. 
Capt. K was never aclrnowledg-e(l as the 1·epresentative of B1·itai11 by the 
Chinese. He reeeil·ed no ill treatment. save that which he might have 
anticipated from the circumstances in which he placed himself previous­
ly to the actual co111111e11c1;1ment of the wa1·, wheu of course he could 
not expect much com·tesy. 

The sPcond reason assigned for the war is, to redress the grievances of 
the British :\lerchants aud to obtain i1ul1;1111nificatio11 fo1· the seizure of 
Opium. To this we may reply with Lord Sandon, that if any one had 
cause for waging war on account of insults great aod long continued, it 
was the Chinese and not the British. Aud on what grounds the British 
Gove1·nment can seek indemnification from the Chinese authorities for 
the Opium smugglers, we are at a loss to conceive-certainly not on the 
grounds of commercial equity, fo1· they were long warned, not in dreams, 
hut in open and plain language that such would be the punishment 
which awaited them should they continue theil' contrahancl traffic." They 
gambled at hi,.;h chances and lost the game"-and now they come upon 
the British people for indemnification-but on what plea ?-We certainly 
think that whatever may have been tl,e course pursued hy the opium 
dealel'S, that they should be indemnified (fo1· they were encouraged 
by the Indian Government to the last), hut not by the British 
Government. The Government that grew the drng-derived the profits 
from its sale fo1· half a century, and g·ave its amplest commercial and 
political sanction to the whole trade, is alone the source from whence 
indemnification should be sought; and that Government is the Govern­
ment of British India. 

The third reason is the only tenahle one for a me1·e demonstration of 
war, which we trust the present will only be ; \'iz. to place the future 
trade with China on a more permanent and satisfactory footing. If this 
cau be effected even at some pecuniary cost without the she,J,ling of 
blood, it will be a great good gainecl. l\(ay Goel grnnt a speedy and 
peaceful termination to this expedition, for li'is own name's sake. 

7.-NEw \VoRKS ON INDIA. 

The deep interest which is evidently felt iu the welfare of lodia is in 
nothing more manifest than in the numbe1· and kind of works on he1· 
past and preseut condition and future prospects. During the last month 
not less than tlll'ee 11orks of this description hare reached ln1lia; one 
by Dr. Dutf ot the Scottish l\Jission, a very able and lucid wo1·k; anothe1· 
by the Hev. \V, Massie, formedy of the London Missionary Society's 
mission at '.\ladras-this is a work of considerable inLerest, as it l'Cg·ards 
the detail of Indian movements; and the third is by the Rev. \V. 
Campbell of the London Society's mission at Bangalore-this latter is 
a very masterli' production. By the bye, a fourth work has appearecl by 
J. Thornton, Esq. which well merits an attentive perusal. The whole, 
taken together, with not a few pamphlets on different subjects which 
~erve to agitate the public mind 011 Indian affairs, cannot fail to give the 
Uritish people a much more comp1·ehensive and clear view of lnclia in 
1111 her relations than they have ever posses,ed before. \Ve siucerely 
1·t>joice at this, and hope that 11nde1· the guidance of the Holy S1,irit this 
increase of intelligence may be the means of in(lucing the <Jhu1·ch of 
l'.hrist to put forth uew energy on behalf of the best i11t1;1rests of India. 
W c hope to notice the whole more at length soon. 
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H,-O1tlllNATWN AT RANOAI.ORH, 

On Fri<lay e1·eninir the I 0th instant, :\h-. lleg·el received ordination 
in the i\lission Chapel at Kangalore. The cong1·egation was large and 
rcspeclahle and see111,ed much intc1·ested in the Service. The b1·ethren 
of the \\' esleyan Society l1crc, l,i111lly affo1·ded thei1· aid. Rev. S. 
H:mley-•· read the Scriptures a111! prayed; Rev. Il. Rice delivered the 
introductory Discom·se; Rev. J. Sewell 11ske1l the questions and received 
l\lr. Hegel'~ confession of Faith ; Hev. J. Hanrls, offered up the ordina­
tion prayer and deli,·ered the charg-e from llev. ii. 10 : " Be thou 
faithful unto death mHI I will give th1·e a crown of life;" a11d Hcv. J. 
Jenkins conclu,led with prayer. Hev. J. Garrett", ga,·e out the hymns. 
The statements of i\Ii-. Hegel were most interesting and satisfacto,·y. 
lie has taken charge of the Tamil Department of the i\Jission at this 
station. 

!\Jr. Heg<'l was originally from Cl,insurah and receil'ed his fi1·st religi­
ous imprl'ssion when a ,·hild from tlie laliours of our excellent hrothe1· 
l\lay at tliat station. How cheering- is tliis to all ;\fission lahonrers. Mr. 
l\la~' has heen dead now ahout 20 years, yet the seed sown by him is now 
yiel1ling hlcs,ed fruit.-Eo. 

" ,vesle)'an Missionaries. 

9.--ST,\Tll or Ih:Lir.lCJl'S FEELING IN THE C11nte1rns or E:-.-oLAND rn MARCIi 

!~ (,0, (;0MllUNICATf.IJ IN A Ll:Tl'lm RECEl\'Ell BY THC LAST OVERLAND 
j\L, JI, 

" Ami1l much formality, lukewarmness, aiul mern profession in this 
co1111trr, the amhassadors of Chri.,t h:l\'e much to stimulate and encou­
rag-e 11;em. A conviction daily becoming more deep and extensive is 
fastenin~ itself upon the Christian mind of E11gland of the importance 
an,I necessity of persevel"ing and importunate prayer. In one or two 
places in Scotland there have lately been remarkable and powerful 
revi 1·als, while English Churches and pastors in many directions around 
us are holding special Serl'ices to pray for the out-pouring of the Holy 
Spirit. These i11 several instances, hal'e been efficient as a means of 
spiritual vivification. Let this conviction become universal, aml as 
operative as it is general; let the c11Lnc11 only assume the attittule of 
the importunate suppliant, wrestling and ago11izing for the sahation 
of tl,e world ; then we shall 110 lo1111;er ha,·e to c"rnplain of the languish­
ing and inefficiC'nt state of the church ; the flame of sacred love will 
arise from its altar; the stream of bcnernlence will /low forth from 
its bosom, with a free,lom, a majesty, a fuluess, anll a \'olume that shall 
be adequate to the mural necessities and destitution of the human 
,·11c1', anti shall produce that tra11sformatio11 stril,ing hut pre,lided, 
won,lerful hut certain-a transformation from a stale of i~ruorance to 
knowledge, from a state of pollution to holiness, when "011e shall not 
ha,·c to say to auother, 'lrnow the Lord;' but all shall know him, from 
the least of them unto the greatest of them." Yea, "when the whole 
earth shall he filled with his glory, a11d all flesh shall see it together." 

10.-Tuc BuowANIPORE FEll,ILE C11x1snAN Bo.\RllING Sc1100L AND On-
PHAN ASYLUM. 

On Thursday, !\lay the 21st, an exami11ation of the girls helonging to 
this Institution took place, and afforded great pleasure to those who were 
lll"esent. The attention of the ..\lissionaries of the Lourlon ..\I i~sionary 
Socie1y, has been directed to the education of Nath·e females in Calcutta 
nearly 20 years. Se,·eral schools have been estal,lisl,ed, and many 
liundre,l girls have been instructed by the wives of the I\lissionaries 
in reading, writing-, and the doctrines urul 11recepts of the Gos1>el.-

VOL, I. :i A 
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Difficulties, arising from the indifference of both pai·ents nntl chil1h-en, 
as well as the early age at which the latter were remo,·ed from the 
schools in order to he married, led to the abandonment of the schoolH, 
and the estahlishment of the presrnt Female Chri_stian Boanling School 
and Orphan Asylum, under the superintcn1lence of :\lrs. Campbell and he1· 
sister, ~Ii,s Smart. The girls are either the children of natin! converts, 
01· orphans. They are bo,mled, dothe1I and c,lucatetl at the expence of 
the Institution, anti while entirely separntetl from all association with their 
heathen or i\luhammadan friends or former companions, are daily in­
structt>d in I he truths of ou1· holy faith. At the examination on 'l'l11nstlay 
the visitors were delighted with the ready auswers of the girls, and the 
clear and satisfactory knowle,lge they possessed of Uo,pel truth. The 
ease with which they all read the Scriptures and other boolcs in their own 
language, arul the fluency with which the elder girls could 1·ea1l and con­
verse iu .English, was 1·ery pleasing. Specimens of their work were ex­
J,ibited, :11111 fo1· beauty both of desig-n anti execution, the worsted rugs, 
&c. C<)lialled any tiring· we ever saw either in this country 01· in England. 
Great praise is due to :lh-s. Camphell for the pains she !,as bestowed on 
he1· pupils; and we hope and pray tlrat many of the girls may be he1· 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

\\'e are authorized to say that :llrs. C. will be happy to receive any 
orphan girls. If the parties recommeruliug them, are ahle to 11ay fo1· 
thei1· sul'po1't, tltl'ec 1·u1nees a month will he charge,! for each girl; but 
if unable to pay, the Orphans will be received gratuitously. 

G. 

I 1.-FtnsT ANNUAL Ex-1n11NA1'ION OF 1'll r. IlaLA~ORE Sc1100L. 

'1' e have great pleasure in layiug before onr rea,lcrs the following 
notice of the first annual examination of the 1/ala.vorc Sc/tool, corumuui­
cated by a corresporuleut. The school was establish(•d about twelve 
months ago, and is supported by the subscriptions of a few enli~htcned 
promoters of nati 1·e improvement, resident at llalasore. The teacher is 
a young mau, who 1·eceived his education at the (ieneral Assembly's 
Institution in Calcutta. \Ve gi l'e the account of the exrm1ination as 
nearly as possihle in the wonls of our correspo111lent. 

"The ex·amination of the llalasore School took place this clay ( A pl'il 1-1-th 
18t0). The magistrate and other g·entlemen of the statirm were present, 
who all hig·hly upprovcd of the progress the boys hall made; especially 
the boys of the 1st, 2ml, and 3nl classes, who read very well, and 11p~ 
peared to u111lerstantl what they lratl read. The fil'st class was examinecl 
in l'lift's Geog-raphy, \I' oollaston's Grammar, Elements of N atul'al Phi­
losophy, and the two first clwpters of i\Iatthew, and Arithmetic (simple 
Division). The 2nd class were examined in the 1st arul 2nd Spelling 
llook, 2nd lustructor, allll ll'dting :-the 3rd class in Spelling Book, &c. 
also in their Uriya, Bengali and E11g·lish reading and writing. All which 
much gratified the subscribers to the school, especially as it was the first 
annual examination untle1· tire present teacher Debi K1·ishna l\Ja1111e's 
supednterul!'.nce, who, all acknowle1lge1I, was deserviug of great praise for 
l1is atteution to the boys. It appeared very strange anti greatly amused 
the auditors to hear the pupils speak of the fonn of the e,1rth, and then 
to give the 1-J indu idea of it. Some of tire hoys are very quick, and ve1·y 
retentive iu their memories, and l l1a\'e no doubt but that the school will 
be the means of instilling g·oo1l morals into their minds, instead of those 
lwrri1l anti i11dece11t superstitions which they learn from their native 
instrnctors, The marragers of the school a1·e i11tro1lucing gr·adually all they 
can, lea\'ing it to tire uati ves to make objections, if they li.1ve any." 

It is most gratifying to witness not only the l'lforts which are begin­
ning to be made by prirnte individuals, iu various parts of the country, 
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fo1· promoting the education of the 1·ising generation; but also the 
avidity with which the native population e111b1·ace the opportunities which 
such efforts open up to them for p1·ocuring the elements of useful know­
ledge. Our best wishes are with the effo1·t which has been ma1le at Bala­
sore, and we hope the time is not far distant when similar attempts will 
be made at every European station where schools have not ah·eady been 
established. 

12.-A ;\IAitTYIL SPIItlT*. 

--11 They never foil who die 
Inn great cause : the flock mny soak their gore, 
Their heads be sodden in the sun ; their limbs 
De strung to city gates and castle walls 
llut still thei1· spirit walks nbroad." 

Byron, 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

l\Ji,:ssns. Ennons, 
Could Protestants drop a tear sometimes on the record of the persecu­

tions, which have been suffered hy Iloman Catholics, they might pe1·haps 
occasionally discover that they have other bretlu·en in that communion 
besi1les Fenelon and Thomas a Kempis. 

A gentleman lately sent the writer a F1·ench pamphlet entitled " A 
Notice of the Life aml IJeath of J.C. Cornay, priest of the Diocese of 
l'oictiers, beheaded for the Faith at Tonquin, September 20, 1837." It 
contains so much of the 7\Iartyr Spirit of the primitive ages, that a few 
extracts, though hastily translated, may not be uninteresting to your 
readers. 

John Charles Cornay was born in the Dioce;e of Poictiers, February 
27, 1809, and while studying for the priesthood, his atteution was di­
rected to Foreign l\Iissions by the preaching of a l\lissionary, who visited 
the scene of his studies. Ex1>ressing his feelings to the Editor of the 
Memoir, he said, " Since the sermons that I have heal'll these last days, 
I can holil no longer. God calls me to the conve1·sion of the infidels. He 
bids me depart. Give me, I beseech you, the means to quit France." 
To the remark that he went to martyrdom, he replied, "I know it well. 
I have thought much of it; but that is the very thing that awakens in 
me a strong desire to depart. It is so grand to pour out one's blood for 
the glo1·y of Go1l, and the salvation of one's brethren." 

Jn due time he departed fo1· China an1l entered upon his labours in the 
midst of furious persecutions in the year 1833. One of his letters that 
he wrote to France, gi,·es a graphic picture of the circumstances in 
which those labours were prosecuted. " Last year," he writes, "I !\'ave you 
an account of all the trouhles that had come upon me. I have subsequent­
ly languished in the most painful uncertainty of my f;1te. Since the pe1·­
sec11tion has hrol<en out in a 111a1111e1· so lamentable, and procured the 
martyrdom of many of my hretlll'en, I am ohlig·ell to hi,\e myself all the 
day in an excavation six feet square, exposed to the hurnidity of the 
earth, and encompassed with weeds. I come forth every night to affo1·d 
the consolations of my ministry to the poor Christians, who devote them­
sel \'es to my preservation, a111l return every morning to my kind of den. 
I have hall thus fa1· for my consolation, my breviary, the imitation, and 
a crucifix. There are some pains in this motle of life; but it has it!! 

• We have much pleasure iu giving insertion to the accompanying; the subject of 
it is indeed oue of deep interest to every Christian heart. Such are the Lord's peo­
ple in whatever communion tl1ey are found: constrained by Christ's love, nnd 
strengthened by Chri,t's grace; they willingly go forth to suffer for his name's sake, 
wherever they live, wherever they die we bail them brethren an,I shall meet thern 
in the skies. Wbnt a noble spirit would this devoted man have been had he been 
free from the errors of the Romi~h system. 

3 A 2 
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chonns. The view of II crncilix i~ fraugl1t with so much good, nml the 
word of llotl renders so much of sweetness! But providence is about to 
take from m.i this last consolation. l\Jy eyes refustl more and more every 
day to perform thei1· senice; and while I am writing to you now, per­
haps for the last time, I am ohli~ml to rest after two 01· three liues. I 
think the d.impnt>ss of my habitation is the cause of this infirmity. Judge 
of the kind of lifo I lead iu the 111idst of an idleness, so wearisome, and 
nmong· a people whose language I urulerstaml 11 ith difficulty. Still, if it 
please l,od, I shall remain here anti suffer with resignation till he deli­
v1•rs me from the e\'ils of this life; fo1· to 1·et11rn to my native country i;i 
the last of Cl'ils 1l'ith which I pray him to threaten me." 

llis associate, 1\1. :\larette, learning tl1e state of his health, contril-ec1 
to remoYe him to a more healthy region, where the people were in a 
great measure exempt from pe1·secutio11. " The village of Bun-,Vo," con­
tinues the narratil'e, "which;\]. Cornay ll'l'nt to inhabit, contained ahout 
fire hnndre(l Catholics and two hunched Pagans. It was for a long time 
the chief place of a Christian rt>gion eontaiuing three thousa111l five hun­
(!rcd souls, scattcre(I in some thirty villages; and was regarded as the 
metropolitan cl,urch of this little Christian community." '' Here were 
nlso a parsonage house, arul a co,went containing fifteen inmates. After 
i\l. Cornay had rcsidc!l in this place some two 01· three months, a rehel, 
who had fallen into the hands of the govemment officers, devised a plan 
with the ai1l of his wife to esc:1pe the punishment due to his crimes, hy 
a<"c11sing· the Christians as plotling rebellions under the clirection of 
their .Europl'au tenl'l1er. The accu~ation was reatlily receil'e<I, and on 
the morning of ,June Y.11, IH37, the l'ilb1ge was s111·rountle1I by fifteenhun-
1lrcd sol1(it,rs. The he:11l-n11m of the village was immediately summoned 
to give up the ri11g-ll'a1lers of the rcl'olt, a111l was torturet\ to uiscover 
the retreat of the missionary, who, at the commencement of the tumult, 
h:ul been hidden in a thick hedge. Fo1· a while their efforts were una­
vailing, but finally the man's fortitude did not prove equal to the tor­
tures to which he 1vas subjected, and he rel'eale<l his pastor's hiding­
place.'' 

\Ve pass over the circumstances of his apprehension and subsequent 
t!'eatment and sufferings, to the period when th~ mandarins were about 
to tlepart with him, chained in a cage, for the capital of the province. 
"The moment of his clepar(ul'e," says his biogrnphe1·, "was pl'olonged 
iu an indefinite manner, and a sentiment of hesitation seeme(l to pre1•ail 
throughout the milital'y cohort. At this time the chiefs and soldiers 
pressu.l :irourul the cage of 1\1. Cornay, and regarding him stedfastly 
with li1·ely c-uriosity testified by theil' attention, that they considered 
him as some extraordinary oliject. The courngeous ,Hissionary saw it, 
aud as he possessed a great serenity of soul, antl a perfect calmness of 
spirit, he detcrmimed to C;ontinue his apostolic p1·eaching before those 
"horn natural curiosity appem·ed to hintl within his powe1·. Singular 
destinv of humau things! that from this cage which hall been made to 
stifle ihe trnth, she shouhl make her oracles to be heanl with a noble 
irulepentlance, and a majestic eloquence, and those charms of inte,·est 
which awake11e1l to so high a 1legree, their persecution and violence. 
He seized at that moment the book of the Evangelists, and translated 
with a loud voice into their language the passage of the passion, where 
Jesus Christ speaks befol'e l'ilate. lie recounted to them the life, the 
~ufferings, and the sacrifice of the Son of Clod. He explained to them 
how he diet! for all men, and that men ought to be sensible of these thingd 
and of his lore. In continuation, he took up the imitation, and fell by 
hazarcl on the passage, ' If you take refuge in the stripes, ancl wounds 
of Jesus Christ, you will obtain great powe1· in ti·ihulation.' He endea­
\'ou1·ed to make them com11rehend why he was so calm in his sulferinJs," 
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After he was carrie1l to the city of Doai, the capital of the provlnco, M. 

l\larette came :incl estahlishecl hir11self at some distance from the city, ancl 
sent a catechist in disg11i~e to contril'l! with him some means fol' secret 
corrcspor11ll'11ce. Two nuns also dcYoted themselves to his senice. The 
one pn,pai·e<l him food; a111l the other tl'avelled a distance of six leagues 
twice a day to cany letters to and from l\l. l\larette, who rolled up his 
notes on a c1·ayon, which the cook hid in the food. II alf the paper was 
written upon ancl the othel' half left l,Jank, that it might sene for the 
11nswe1". 

\\' c pass on to one of his examination~ before the chief :\Ianclarin, in 
which they demanded seventy-five thousand francs to I"ansom him and 
his people. lle I"efused to rnal<e any efforts to obtain money for himself, 
hut promised to endeavour to ohtain the ransom required fo1· the Native 
( 'hristians. Paper ancl ink was hrouj;1ht and he im111e11iately dictated in 
the ,\uamitish language the fullo"ing letter: "Fathel' Tan ~ends salu­
tation to his brethren, the Christians of B11n-1Vo, praying tu Goel that he 
woul,1 ~il'e them powe1· to suffel' all the tribulalions that he may sencl 
them. Frnm the clay that I was taken I hare had much joy in being 
ahle to suffer fo1· the Lord Jesus Christ, who was willing to suffer fiI"st 
as 0111· example; when I have seen all the Chl'istians tried, and beaten 
I ha,·e 11ot been able to keep from tears; above all, seeing the head-man 
tl,at assisted me l,eaten beyond measure. I am now chained in a cage. 
If I only had to suffer, I ~huuld make but little of it because I hope 
that the gl'ace of the Lol'cl Jesus Christ will give me power to suffer 
williug-lv all the (afflictions of this life, to he admitted into heaven after 
my 1leai:h, :uul enjoy eternal happines;; with God. But I cannot forget 
my lll't!thren bound with me, ancl who sufff!1• more than I <lo in anothe1· 
pl'ison. I cannot fo1·,:et all the ChI"istians of Ban-No, who, having lost 
en•ry thing, suffer hungel' and thi1·st and have to apprehend the burning 
of the whole ,·illage. It is desiring that you be I"e-estahlishecl, I pray God 
to deliver you from the evils which lll"ess you down. The great mandarin 
ca11ses me to announce, that if I can gi,·e one l1unclred ba1·s of silver he 
will pal'don the village uf Bun-lVo, the eleven Christians anested with 
me, and will engage to send me to Europe with all my effects. i\Iy clear 
hl'ethre11, wcn·e I take1i only, I would refuse this offe1·, prefening to die 
fo1· the faith and go to heaven; but in consequence of my love to you, I 
am ohlige,I to listen to these propositions. So then, if you can gather 
togethel' one hunched hars of silver, all will be dune; but I !<now tha\ 
having Jost all, though you sold youl' rice, your clothes, and your fields 
this sum is too large for you to be ahle to furnish. This then be your task, 
to pl'ocure twenty OI' thirty bars of siher; then the mandarin will pardon 
the village and the imprisoned Chl'istians. As for me, not having enough 
for my ransom, from the moment I shall know that you are in peace, and 
that I arn only to suffer, I shall l'Cjoi~e. All that I shall ham tu bear 
will give me but little inquietude. I commit myself into the hands of 
God lfho will provide for and recompence me." 

" Y 011 fear not to die then,'' said one of the mandarins to him: " No, 
without 1louht ;'' exclaimed i\I. Cornay; "and shouhl I be fastened to the 
stake to take my life, I would sing ah) mn of thanks, if it wel'e requii·ed 
of me." " Do it then this moment," replied the mandarin. " Then," 
said this generous confessor, "it came into my mind to sing before these 
poor pagans the fine song of France : 

• We're ready at religion's call: 
Conquer we know, we know to fall, 
For her a Christian ought to live, 
For her his life be ought to give."' 

He was subsequently subjected to a succession of torments to make 
him confess sedition, Hod npostatize from his religion by treading on the 
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t>rncifix; but all prodng in rnin, they passecl a lwsty sentence or death 
upon him prornkl'tl at his pertinacity. lie bid farewell to his parents 
in the followin,g- terms: 

" :\Iy dear Father, and my dear l\Iother, 
cc i\l)' ldoo,l lias already Leeu poured out in torments, and must be poured 

out ag·:,in two or three times, l,efore I am quruteretl and beheaded. The 
tl,011!!1,t of the pain you will feel when you re,ul these details, has al rea­
d)' 111:i,le me weep; hut the thon~ht again that I shall be in heaven to 
intl•rce,h' for you, 11 hl·n you rea<l this letter, consoles me. Do not he 
affiictP<l on tlie cla)' of my cleath, it will he the happiest of my life: it 
will put an en,1 lo my sufferings, ancl he the commencement of my hap­
piness, :'lly torments are not absolutely insupportal,le: they do not beat 
me on my reins until the former wouncls are cicatrized. 

" I sl,:",11 r"'t he pullet! and torn to pieces like i\I. l\larchand; and sup­
posing· that they <p1arter me, four men 11ill do it at one time, nncl a 
fifth II ill strike off 111y head. I shall tl,en ha1·e 110 mo1·e to suffer: so he 
con,ol .. ,I. In a little time my sufferings will terminate, ancl 1 shall wait 
on you in heaven. 

Your respectful and affccLionnte son, 
In coge, Aug. 18, 1R37. Cu. CoaNAY." 
Th•! following extracts are from the last letter he e"er wrote: it was 

addressed to his friend i\1. i\farette, wl,o heing acquainted with all that 
was passing, wrote him that the clay of his marty1·dom approached. 

The day of the exaltation of the Holy cross. 
cc Lretatns in his q11ae dicta suut milii, in 1lomum Domini ihimus.'' I 

was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the Lo1·d. 
" I got my good frien<l, Hnd companion brother, your notes which tells 

me tlrnt peace is not of tlois world. If the thought that all was tem1i. 
nated in my Leing set at liLerty, fills rne with joy; it is the joy of the 
Lord, rel!,"arding his greatest glory. You will know how l have desired 
to he delivered from this hocly of death. I l,elieve I hal'e not beeu an 
instant without offering my life to the Loni. "Consummatum est:" 
ini11uity has clone her work. Your charitr is perfect in ad l'ertising me 
of the time, that I might not he surp1·isecl by the announcement of death, 
which will douhtless follow at once lest 1 give it to myRelf. 

"So then Jpt your note he the last; to speak of nothing else, you would 
have nothing more for me to read. Though there is 110 more apparent 
vigilance in watching me, yet there is under the masque. They watch 
me so closely, that I shall he no more aiJle to write you by night, as I 
nm obliged to do now. Seeing the danger, let this then he the last note 
for you nncl fol' me. 

" Adieu then, Adieu, my good friend; my brethl'en all, A dieu.-As to 
confession, l much desire ahsolution, hut if it he impossible,' 0 my God,' 
I often say, ' contrition fol' confessiou-blootl in the place of extl'eme 
unction.' (Contritionem )ll'O confessione, s,inguinem pro unctione.) 

" Adieu, Adieu, pl'ay ancl offer the sacrifice fol' my happy death. Adieu, 
this is the last time that I write you. Let this al,;o he the last time for 
yo11, I co11jure you, .El"ery thinl( to you, both in this life and the other, 

" Ch. Cornay, an unworthy soldier of Jesus Christ.'' 
Would to Goel, that to a church which protluces such soldiers for Jesus 

Christ we could say, "Esto perpetua.'' M. 

13,-SPECIAL PRIZES AWARDED TO l'uPILS 01-' THE GENERAL A SSEBIDLY's 
!JSSTITUrION. 

In Fehrua!')' last year, J. ;\Juir, Esq. of Sahal'unpore, a well l<nown en­
courager of N"ative improl'ement, offered to the Supel'inte111la11t of the 
General As:semLly's Institution to gil·e a premium, in value lifty rupees, 
fu1· the best .English Essay on "The principles of Historical e\'idence, and 
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their application to an examination of the Scriptul'es of the Old Testa­
ment, and the Hi11du sh,\.stras, and the conclusions which we are thus 
le<l to form, in reg·al'(J, 1st, to the Genuineness ar11l 2llll, to the Authen­
ticity of the Hehrew and llirnlu hooks, 1'especti1•ely." Notwithsta1Hling 
the ilifficulty of the theme, arising chiefly from the limited acquaintance 
which natil'e young men hal'e with the literatul'e of their country, the 
superintendents pl'oposecl it to the senio1· pupils of the Institution. Three 
essays were, after some months recei l'ecl, and the premium has heen 
nwal'lle<l to i\lAHESII CtrANDIIA BANta1.JYA, at present employed as En,g-­
lish teache1· in the Persian dcpartmeut of the I-I ughly Collrge. The 
preference was gil'en to ;\[ahesh's E,say, both on account of tl,e superi­
ority of his English composition over that of tl,e othe1· competitors, and 
because his essay was the only one received withiu the stipulate<l time 
for giving- them in. 

\Ve embrace the present opportunity of mentioning other special prizes 
awarded at the last annual exa111i11atio11 of the (ieneral Assembly's Insti­
tution, as tl,ev were not notice1l in the account of the examination in 
om· Februry No. 

llAN,UIA'LI Dt:, as the best scholar in the highest clas~, gained the 
gold medal g-iren annually to the hest scholar in the Institution, from a 
foncl set apart, for that purpose, by David i\IacFarlan, Esq. Chief l\la­
gistrnte of Calcutta, 

i\lAIIENllltA L.t11, BASA'.K, receil'ed two sill'e1· medals, the one given by 
the llel'. Dr. Charles, fo1· the best .English Essay on "Christianity 
arul Hinduism contrasted in their doctrines and practical effects," 
nncl the other g-il'en by :\Jr. Ewart for the hest .Enl("lish ~ssay on "The 
principles of the eviclenee to be deri,·ed from prophecy for the Divine 
Jnsi>iration of the Old and New Testnments." 

TA'RA' CHAIIAN S1KnA'n and JAGANNA'TH SEN, 1·eceivecl ench a prize 
given by l\lr. :\Jacdonal<l, for the best Beng,iii Rs~·ays on the charncter 
nncl nttrihutes of God. 

l{seETRA 1\lonAN CuATTERJYA, receil•ecl tl1!! p1·ize given by J\Ir. Ewart 
for the best English Essay on " the best method of promoting the Edu­
cation of Natil'e Females in the present state of llin<lu Society." 

1-1-.-REcENT BAPTISJI-FAITHFl'L:,/ESs OF Goo TO nm CnILDREN 0I' 
BELIF.VERS, 

It is our delightfnl privilege to have to record a ve1-y interesting addi­
tion recently matle to the church usually meeting in the Circula1· lloacl 
(.;hapel, hut now tempornrily, in that recently erected in lntallv. On 
Lord's-clay morning, the 3rd t:lt., four young persons, publicly professed 
their faith in and love to the Lol'(I Jesus Christ by haptism. All of them 
are the children of pious parents : tll'o are p;randchildren of the late l'ene­
rable D1·. Car~y, and the other two daughters of the late Rev. J. Lawson*. 
Jn their conversion we see the faithfulness of Goel to his promise: the 
seed of the righteous is still blessed, and the children rise up instead of 
the parents to shew that the Lord is gTacious. How <leliahtful are these 
instances of youthful converoion, and how encouraging to J>ious parents to 
go on lali_ouring and ~rnying for the conversion_ of their offspring. They 
may not III all cases hve to wllness the change III which thei1· eruleavoui·s 
may terminate, or hy which the prnyers they 110w offer will be answered 
b~t the connection of the one and tl~e other w°ith that all-important event: 
w1!l not be t?e less real and certarn on that account. In training up 
ch1ltlren for Goel am! heaven, parents as well as ministers must labour in 
hope and vray in faith, expecting the blessing from Him who has s:.iid 
"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it." Our desire on behalf of our young friends is, that 
as they have put on the Lord Jesus, so they may walk in him.-Cnlcutta 
Mi81iona1·y He1·11ld. 

" Formerly prutor of the Circular Roat! Chapel, 
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U.-PRINTINO THE SCRIPTURE!!. 
\Ve feel much pleasure in stating, as we know the information will he 

interesting to not a few of 0111· friends, that in consequence of a very 
liberal offl'r ma1le hy a gentleman, whose name we are not at lihe1·ty to 
mention, it has been resolved to print an edition of the Persian Testament 
(Henry l\Jartyn's T1·anslation) in the Persian character. The work i~ 
nh-eady in tl,e p1·ess, and will he canied through with as little delay as 
possible, compatihle with correctness of execution. The edition will 
consist of 1000 copit>s, for the kind friend alrea1ly alluded to :-the same 
number of tl,e entire Testament, I 000 of the Gospels and Acts together, 
with extra copies of the same hooks in a detached form, for 0111· own 
l\lis:;ion. The former 11·ill he simply a 1·eprint, hut in the latter a few 
,·eriJal alterations will he made when thought necessary.-Jbicl. 

16.-TAVOY-AMERICAN BAPTIST M1ss10N. 
The following· i, an extract of a letter from the Rev. F. l\foson ; it was 

mltlressed to 0111· late friend and brother, the Rev. \V. H. Pearce, hut did 
not arril'e until after he had ent!'red into rnst. 

" \Ve are pursuing the e1·en tenor of ou1· course in our work among 
the liarens. Every year witnesses a goodly number added to the 
churches. Since the d1·y season commence1l the i\lergui brethren have 
haptized fifteen or more: hrother \\' ade has haptized twenty-three east 

·iind no1·th of Tavoy, and I have haptized twenty-nine between Ta,·oy nnd 
l\lergui. In relation to l\fnulmain and Hangoon your c01·respondents at 
those places probably keep you i11fo1·med. \\' ith the cont1·ihutions of 
some of the Epistles from my brethren, I have completed the translation 
of the New Testament ; and all the historical books ha 1·e heen printed. 

" I wish I could take the win~·s of the morning and sit down with you 
to one of your l\lissionary hreakfasts. i\ly experience among the heathen 
would help me to enter with more interest into your discussions than I 
did ten years ago. I never think of the little phalanx of i\lissionaries in 
t:alcutta, and the worse than Egyptian darkness that surrounds them, 
without feelings of the deepest sympathy, and thankfulness to God that 
'these are my hrethren, and these are my sisters.' "-Ibid. 

17.-CHRISTIAN ScnooL BooK SocrnTv's PoETICAL INSTRUCTOR. 
\\' e have much pleasure in announcing that the Calcutta Christian 

School Book Society ha,·e just issuetl a new Poetical I nslrnctor, which 
consists of selections from the best Christian poets. It contains 298 
pages, I 21110. printed at the Baptist !\lission Press, in its best style, and 
011 good paper; the price is somewhat, we believe, below the cost lo the 
Society; it is one ru11ee. \re hope it will have an extensive circulation. 
-Cal. Chr. Adv. 

18.-TRACT SocIETY's PuDLIOATIONS. 
The Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society have just received a 

lar~e ini·estment of the puhlications of the London Trnct Society. The 
Calcutta Committee ha1·e reduced the prices of nearly all the publications 
of the London Society to the London 1·etail prices; so that hooks may now 
he actually purchased iu Calcutta at the same reduced rate as they can 
he at the Parent Society's depot in Partemoster Row. \Ve would call 
the attention of Heading Societies, Lihrnries and Schools to two of the 
i\lonthly publications of the Society-The Visitor and the Tract Magfl­
zi11e; the former containing 40 pnges of closely an<l elegantly printed 
matter on liistory, science, and religion, accompanied generally hy three 
01· four wootl engrnvinp;~; may he ohtained in Calcutta if regularly 
onlercd for the iucredil,Iy small sum of one rupee eight a11a~· per annum. 
The 1'ract 1lfayr,zi1w contains ~o pages, and is 1mrnlly occupied hy RC­
couuts of the pro;;rnss of the trnct cause, and may be had for 8 anas per 
annum. It i~ a very in~tructive • ond interesting little 11e1·iodical for 
young pco11lc.-J/Jid, .J 




