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1.-Sacred Literature of the Hindus*. 

( For the Calcutta Christian Observer.) 

l\ly DEAR FRIEND, 

As you wish me occasionally to gi,·e you so111c account of 
the Hindu sac1·c<l books, I ha,·e selected the following, pl'inci­
pally from the Bhagabat, the L>est known, an<l held the most 
sal'recl of any of the shastras in the Oriya lan~uagc. I shall 
notice some of the populai· sentiments of the Hindus which 
are contradicted by this highly esteemed book, from which 
you will st.'e that codes, to be received as Divine, and sc11ti-
11w11ts which are to be practised, are two different things even 
a111ongst the heathen. 

l. It is a saying in the mouths of all, that the Hindus, espe­
l'ialh· the caste of brahmans, never suffe1·cd undt-r thei1· own 
prin~cs that which they do 111Hler the British ad111i11istra­
tio11. As an instance the brahmans rcfc1· to the resumption of 
their charity lauds, which they say is without an cx,rniple in 
the fo\11' ages. 

Kow of the many passages that may be selected from their 
own beloved Blui~abat, contradictory of this false dogma, we 
111ay selt.>ct the followi11g; (Book 6, Chap. 16, verses 23-:H,) 
" Hear, all ye subjects, even all ye braluuans of thr four ca!Stcs; 
you shall perform no sacrifices in my country. Yuu shall not 
wo1·!Ship the gods of the fatlwrs. No gifts shall be put into 
yoUI' hands. No one shall perf01"111 pilgrimages to the brah­
man's feet. As many as arc the religious services in the world, 
you are to give all up to me. No one is greatel' than myself. 

-~ These letters mldressed to a frieml in ,\merica are kimllr allowed 
us in theii· trnn~it l>y the authu1·.-E11. -
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I who am evidently the Lol'll, command you to jap my name, 
and worship me with the fiery furnace, (that is, with the sacred 
fire.) He ,vho will not regard my word shall uot remain i11 
my country a <lunda, (24 minutes.) Whose life remains I 
will take all his prnperty away. Thus in villages, towns and 
countries, he prnclaimetl this order with the sound of the 
trumpet. Hcal'ing which, all were terrified, and regarding the 
words of Bfrna raja, renounced all religion. Brahmans japed 
his name daily, and fearing served at his feet." We would ask, 
·where was the dignity of the brahmans under such princes, of 
whom Ilana is but a fai1· specimen ? Is there nothing dernga­
tory in the idea of renouncing all religion for fea1· of pe1·se­
cution ? 

2. That it is sinful to take animal life is another popular 
Hindu sentiment, though all caRtes from highest to lowest 
are occasionally in the habit of fe,,sting upon flesh. Now it is 
well known that the1·e were many sages who made dee1·-shoot­
ing a favourite amusement ; but as I do not wish to deal in 
general assertions without proof, I will 1·efer to the case of 
Ram, the 7th incarnation. (Ananza Pan~a, Chap. I, from the 
37th verse.) He is represented as hunting <leer, at the very 
time Rabana stole his wife Sfta, and when he returned, he 
brought many that he had slain. And as fo1· Durga, whose 
praise is frequently and highly celebrated in the Bhagabat, 
there is no telling what she did not eat. Men and demons 
with corrn pted corpses could not suffice to satisfy her rapaci­
ous appetite. 'l'o refer to an instance it is said, (Bk. 5, Chap. 9, 
85,) " lleai·, great monarch, she (D1uga) took the sword from 
his hand, an<l having a mind to drink blood, cut off his head. 
For the purpose of gh·ing them supreme pleasure, she called 
together her attendants, and they all drinking the flowing 
blood, became much pleased. And soon all the attendants 
of the goddess began to sing for joy." Should it be objected 
by the Hindu, that these pe1·sons were gods and goddesses, 
and hence had a right to do such things ; it may be replied, 
that at that time they were in human bodies, and hence, on 
the Hindu principle that ' God is the soul of all men,' they were 
no more gods and goddesses than what all are. To the quibble, 
that persons of character are always allowed to do acts fm· 
which inferior pen;ons would be blamed, it may be answered, 
that we claim a character for ourselves superior to that of 
Ram or Durga, and they may have the same exaltation when 
they renounce their foolish superstitions. 

3. Another idea is that females ought not to be educated. 
It is usually affirmed that if females learn to read they will 
become prostitutes, and hence it is sinful to instruct a woman 
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in any branch of knowledge. Though this objection is per­
fectly 1·easonable as far as 1·tmding the Hindu shastras is con­
<·e1·m·d-as the obsceuity they contain must have a most bane­
ful t-ffect upon the female mind-yet the idea is opposed by the 
shastras in whid1 are given the histories of many women emi­
nent fol' wisdom and piety. It is said, (Bk. 6, Chap. 23, 102,) 
" That O!'chee goddess was a mere woman, hence, she com­
posed he1· mi11d upon the death of hel' husband." (Bk. 6, 
Chap. 27, 127,) "The daughter of Malaya Dhaga had a 
mind established in wisdom." 

It is al~o said, ( llk. 6, Chap. 15, 23 and 24,) "Sute Dheta, 
which was the name of his lady, was deep in the learning of 
astronomy, aud she gave bii-th to fom· sons, who wel'e all 
celebrated for learning." 

Here is an account of a marl'ied woman, and a mother, wh() 
was learned, and as we may gene1·ally expect, her childl'en 
resembled hrrself. These are a few of the passages which 
certai11ly prnve that Hindus are L,y no means justified in 
hooti11g at female education, even by those books which they 
receive as divine. 

4. It is asserted that men cannot remember what took 
place in a forme1· birth, any more than a person in sleep can 
1·emembe1· what took place when awake. This answer is 
thought to be quite enough to silence all om· doul,ts, in regard 
to the p1·e-existence of human souls ; but we shall feel that it 
is quite unsatisfactory when we see how often Kangsa is 
represented as recounting and bewailing the misfol'tunes of a 
fol'mer birth. 'l'his we find was also the case with the most 
eminent charncters that fi§l;lll'e in the Bhagahat. It is said 
of Bhal'at raja, (Bk. 5, Chap. 8, 79,) " In that time he de­
parted from life and obtained the body of a deer. Aud the 
mouarch, remembering the history of his forme1· bi1·th, knew 
fo1· what reason he had found the birth of a deer." If a heast 
can know the transactions of a former birth, may not a man 
know ? This same Bharat nija was, according to the histo1·y, 
afterwards bom in the body of a brahman, a11d then it is 
said, (Bk. 5, Chap. 9, 6i,) " He remembering the history of 
his past birth, feared to associate with wicked people." Thus 
we h,1ve quoted these two g1·eat extremes, a beast and a brah­
mau, who alike knew the transactions of a ful'mer birth ; a11d 
as such instances in the shastms are not ral'e, it will 11ot do 
fol' the Hindu to explain why we have not all the same know­
ledge, upon such untenable principles, 

5. It is another popular sentiment that we must perform 
\"arious outward ceremonies, in order to obtain salvation. 
Now it is said, (Bk. 5, Chap. J, 73,) "Sabala raja, who was 

3 B 2 
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a holy man threw away all outward religion." It is nlso said, 
(Bk. 5, Chap. 11, 5--8,) "Hear again, 0 monarch, they ,rho 
remain in society, walking according to conect knowledge 
and prescnc the truth in their minds, are righteous in the 
midst of this evil world. I call them wise. 'l'hci1· names are 
excellent in the e,irth if merciful to their fellows.'~ Against 
this idea we may also bring a pas!:'agc from Book 10, 
Chap. :i, from verse 49, the substance of which is, that in the 
Satya-jnga, religion went 011 fom· legs ; in the 1'1·eta-juga, one 
was cut off; in the Dwaparn, another; and in this present 
Kali-juga, the third was cut off; leaving religion with- only 
one leg, which leg is called mercy. Now we may ask if mercy 
is the "·hole of religion in this dispensation, then of what use 
are bathings, pilgrimages, i11cantatio11s, and idolatries. 'l'hey 
certainly contain no mercy. These texts give a very different 
impression from the teaching of the br:ihmans, at the present 
dav, which makes all merit to consist in self-mortification. 
1'l;ere are not only numerous passages of this kind in the Bha­
_gahat, but in other hooks of which the text was taken from the 
Bhagabat. In a book called Tula Bhena, which is looked upon 
with great veneration by all the Oriyas, such sentiments as 
these are to be found (page 67) : "The necklace is nothing.'' 
"The tilaka (a mat·k) is nothing.'' "Clean and unclean are 
nothing." " 'l'ouching or uot touching is uothing." " Bath­
ing is 11othi1114." " Outward pilgrimages are nothing.'' "The 
worsliip of the Almighty is true, but all other worship is no­
thing." " Caste is nothing.'' " All are one caste." " Reli­
gious a11sterities are uothing.'' " Repeating the names of the 
gods is uothing.'' Thus it appears that even those books 
received by the Hindus as divine condemn all thei1· ce1·emonies 
as useless. 

6. The Ilindus also maintain that it matters not what a 
man's characte1· may be, if he only adores the gods. O11e 
may be impenitent, hypocritical, covetous and envious, and 
if he is only a "'arm devotee of Ram or Krishna, all will be 
well. However clearly this doctrine is taught in the native 
shastras, it is also as clearly contradicted. It is said, ( Bk. 6, 
Chap. 9, 59,60,) " He, who will not remember his fonne1· sins 
shall find no help, Lut will spend his <lays in pleasme and 
pain, and at last fall into hell.'' No less expressive is the pas­
sage agaiust covetousness, (Bk. (>, Chap. 6, 123-4,) "They 
who are subject to covetousness live like beasts. They shall 
not obtain thee (Shiba), but shall wander through the world." 

Covetousness is also condemned in these words, (Bk. 6, 
Chap. 24, l06-7,) "They who a1·e covetous and lustful are 
bound in wicke<luess autl are like clemous.'' As it regards 
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hypoct·isy it is said, (Bk. 6, Chap. 22, H5,) "\Yhosc mind is 
not upo11 thee (Krishna), he is a poor hypocritical devotee. 
His heart is u11clcan with lu!-t, is denominated a wicked wor­
shipper, and shall not c1·oss the sea of this world." 

Envy is also condemned in the worshippe1· in these wonh;, 
(Rk. 6, Chap. 2~, 11 i ,) "\Yhosoever remains in an unenvious 
religion will obtain Brahma's knowledge." All sins great in 
their nature are said to subject one to gre.it punishment. Thus 
it is said, (Bk. JO, Chap.;-;, IO~J-5,) "Amongst sins, i11jnring 
our fellows, killi1w the fu,tus in the won1h, and the murde1· of 
children, these th~·ee works whoe,·e1· shall tlo, his life re111uin­
i11g he shall die. At the time uf his death he is reviled by 
all. I II this world he is wit.hout respect and goes into hell at 
death." Again it, is said, (Bk. 10, chap. 11, 92,) "They who 
call their bodies their own and do not fear sin, ignorant in 
fascination, they will be slain and fall into an eternal hell." 
These quotations will certainly sufiicc tu shew that even the 
Hindu religion does not entirely disregard the state of the 
heart. 

7. That the spirits of all men are God. Though this se11-
timent is proved from the Bhag-abat, yet the passages a<ld need 
in its support are often far from the point, and we h,n-e 
reason to uelieve that the poets never meant any such thing 
as the people understand their words to signify. As an exam­
ple we may refe1· to that famous pas~age where the image of 
Goel in his creatures is compared to the reflection of the sl<y 
from the surface of water, (Bk. IO, Chap. 2, 51,) " Place IOU 
cistel'!ls of water and the sky will be seen in all. Now pour 
all the wate1· into one cistl'l'll, and but one sky "·ill be seen. 
The sky is not separnted when the cisterns go to destrnction. 
This is the natme uf spirit and is known only to the wise." 
Now the most this figure proves is, that the image of God 
is reflected by his c1·eatnres; but as the image of the sky is uut 
the sky itself, so the image of God is not God himself. 
There is a passage in the 11th book of the Bhagabat which 
says, " God is a Spirit, and there is no creature like him. If 
Spirit will meditate upon his Spirit, then one may know 
they are blessed." 

ts. \Ve are often told that the religion of the Hindus will 
nHer come to nought. But if this be trnc Byasacleb was a false 
prophet; for he says, (Bk. 1 ~, Chap. 1, 1 i9) : " The Tmks 
shall reig11 fourteen generntions without disc1·ction; after which 
the Phiringis (a name applied to Europeans) shall remain 
tlii1·teen generations. In this time all religion shall go, ca~te 
and conduct shall not remain." Again it is said, (Bk. 12, 
Chap. 2, 115,) speaking of the same time : " All castes sh,111 
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sit and eat in one place with excellent minds. The brahmans 
ishall sell the ve<ls, and in prncess of time their knowledge 
shall be lost. No one will support the religion of his family, 
but will forsake all distinctions of caste. Even in mal'l'iage 
caste shall not be regarded, for all shilll become one class. 
In this manner will end the Kali-juga after having re­
mained 10,000 years." Thus acco1·ding to this word of Hin­
du prophecy, their religion is to fall before the close of this 
vile a~e, and befo1·e the Europeans leave the country. 

Balasore, June l:.!th, E. NOYES, 

11.-0n the absence of all constitutional power in the Protes­
tant Clturcltes to legislate oii the Canon of the Sacred 
Scriptures*. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR Sms, 

Y 011 know that, according to all historical accounts, the Canon of the 
Ohl Testament was finally al'l'anged and closed in the time of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Haggai, Zachariah and .l\Ialachi. The Jewish Church una­
nimously maintains that after the death of these inspired men, the 
uninterrupted succession of prophets ceased; and her testimony against 
herself is as conclusive as that of Epirnanides against the Cretians. \Ve 
read in chap. ix. 27, of the first book of l\laccabees, which is a most 
valuable historical monument written with great accuracy and fidelity, 
that " There was great tribulation in Israel, such as had not heen since 
no p1·oph1,t more appeared among them;" c. iv. 46: " And they (the Jews) 
put the stones ( of the altar which had been defiled by the heathen) in a 
convenient place upon the mountain of the temple, until a pi·ophet 1,·hould 
arise, wlto could give direction.,about them." And c. xiv. 1,1: "The Jews 
and the priests cletel'mined that Simon should be chief and high priest 
fo1· ever, until an accredited prophet ( cppo-r1JT1Jv 1m1-rov) should arise," A time 
which felt itself so destitute of prophecy and divine direction, as to be 
unable to detel'mine concei·ning such comparatively trilling matters, 
could, of course, decree nothing in l'espect to the canonicalness of a book. 
That this was really the case Josephus informR us in the cleal'est terms 
in his work against A pion, Book I. 8. 

" .For we liave not an innumerable multitude of books among us, dis­
agreeing· from and contradicting one another ( as the Greeks have), but 
only twenty-two l,noks, which contain the 1·ecords of all the past times; 
wl,ich arc ju,tly believed to be divine; and of them, five belong to 
Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of man­
kind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three 

"' NoTE.-The subject embraced by this paper is one of the deepest 
interest at the present crisis. \Ve are glad ou1· COl'respondent has left 
the field of mere criticism to discuss the great pl'inciple on which the 
question hangs, and by which it can alone be decided. .l\lay the good 
Spirit of God guide his Church into all truth in this matter. We are 
not, however, to be understood as sanctio11ing all the sentiments contain­
ed in this a1·ticle.-Eo. 
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thousand yeare; but as to the time from the death of l\loses till the 
reign of Artaxerxes, ldng of Pel'sia, who reigned after Xerxes, the pro­
pht'ts, who were afte~ Moses ~1:ote down what was d_one in theil' times 
m thi1·teen books. 'I he remammg fom· books contain hymns to God, 
and precepts for the conduct of hum11n life. It is trne, our history hath 
been written since Ai-taxerxe8 vci-y particulady, but has not been 
e~teemed of like authority with the former by our fore-fathers, because 
there hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time; and 
ho1v fii-mly we have given credit to those books of 0111· own nation, is 
evident by what we do; for during so many ages as have already passed, 
no one has been so bold as either to add any thing to them, to take 
anv thing from them, or to make any change in them ; hut it becomes 
natural to all Jews, immediately and from theii· ,·ery hii-th, to esteem 
those hooks to contain divine doctrines, and to pe1·sist in them, and, if 
occ11sion be, willing to die for them." 

Josephus does not at all deny in this important passage, that some 
piou~ men also in late1· times enjoyed the influence of the divine Spii-it 
in co111posi11g their writii;igs; on the contrary he says in his " \Vars of 
the Jews." Chapter ii. fl, of Hyrcanus." He it was who alone had three of 
the most desirable things in the world, the government of his nation and 
tl,e high priesthood an1l the gift of prophecy: for the deity conversed 
with him;" hut the reason 1vhy the l1istol"ical ancl othe1· writings of later 
times we1·e not "esteemed of the like authority with the former hy their 
forefathers" was '' because there has not been an exact succession of 
prophets since that time," of which the succes;;m·s could always give 
testimony to the di\"ine inspiration of tl1eir predecessors, so that the 
Jewish Church could never be in uncertainty whether a book was to be 
deemed inspired and canonical or not. 

As ou1· Lord Jesus Christ, who had not" the spirit by measure," but 
was more "than any prophet," and his inspired Apostles, never pointed 
out any book in the Canon of the Old Testament as uncanonical and unin­
spired, it is clear that we must not do so; and I wonder that some 
profound and truly venerable scholai-s in England should exp1·ess doubts 
about the Song of Solomon. If the husband be Jehovah, the plural 
spouse the Jewish Church, who came" out of the wilderness like pillars 
of smoke," who enjoJ·ed his nearness when faithful, and endul'ed his 
absence when unfaithful; the watchmen who smote her, the false pro­
phets, the th1·eescore queens, and fourscol'e concubines and \"il·gins 
without number, the heathen nations, nnd proper allowance be made fo1· 
the exuberance of poetic decoration, the whole is wo1·thy of the Divine 
Spirit and edifying. 

llut the history of the Canon of the New Testament is quite different 
from that of the Old Testament. It was not finally arranged and closed 
by any inspired Apostle. To our short-sightedness it appears that it 
would h:l\'e been exceedingly desirable if the last Apostle, John, the 
disciple o( love, would have closed and authenticated the Canon of the 
N. T. before his departure. But Providence thought otherwise. And 
why? None can say. The wonderful works of God were not done in a 
comer and were in fiery tongues p1·oclaimed to the world by a host of 
witnesses. The mythological age had given way to the historical, llow 
natural that the history of the Saviour, and the w1·itings of his Apostles 
should stand on their own authority, in the same rank and on the same 
footing with other historical wl"itings. Perhaps it was intended that the 
(.;hristian Church should not settle down in a cold lifeless orthodoxy, but 
eat her bread by the sweat of her brow. How has the intellect of her 
members been quickened by the profound and extensive investigation of 
the writings of the N, T, ! The genuineness of the four Gospels has 
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heen repeatedly pl'nvecl, and hy none more triumphantly than hy Dr. 
Olshausen. Aftel' reading, or I should rather say, studying ~uch ,rnrk,1 
as Neandpr's Apostolic Age, Paley's Hora> Paulina>, &c. &c., we feel 
sati~fiecl that it was unnece;sary to authenticate the Acts and the A pos­
tolic Epistles Ly the authority of any ins11ire1l man. All the books of 
the New Testaml'nt ha,·e heen p1·ovl!d to he canonical except a few of 
those on whieh the church has always disagreed :is II Peter, Jude, aml 
the ftp1•rlation. The l:itter is undoubtedly canonical, :in1l will be 
:1clrnowledgecl :is such, if the true inteq1retalion to which Bossuet :ind 
Hug ha,·e giYen us the key, becomes more prevalent, accor1ling to whom 
the 1rrancl outlines of this suhlime hook are three cities: Sodom where 
the J,onl was crncified, representing J ndaism, the persecutrix of the in­
fant Christian Church-it has fallen; Uahylon built on seven hills, 
idolatro~s Rome, a beast with many crowns and the name of blasphemy 
on her head; and supported hy another beast, the idolatrous priesthood, 
that had two horns like a lamb, and spake as a dragon-it has fallen ; Gog 
and i\lagog, all the harharian nations which are no\\" brought into subjec­
tion to Christ ; and at last the uew Jerusalem descends from heaven, 
the millennial glory of the Christian Church begius, and " Behold the 
tabt'rnacle of God is with men, and he "ill dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall he with them, and be their 
Goel ;" hut the two former hooks must still be numbered among the 
antileg-omena as contradicted, because the most eminent orthodox and 
pious l.lihlical critics a1·e not yet agreed on them, and why should we give 
up the olll dil'ision of llo1110/09ow11en11 an1l A11tilegome11a? Dr. Olshausen 
l1as lately \l'ritten se,·eral masterly LHtin E,says on the Antilr·gomeua 
i;;ome of which have been translated for and published iu the American 
Bil,lical Repository. 

lt is a well kuown fact tl1at at an early period, the Christian Church 
was cor1founded with the Jewish hiernrchy, theoretically Ly Cyprian in 
his book, "On the Unity of the Church," and prnctically hy prnud arnl 
arrog-ant ecclesiastics. But these men even surpassed the Jewish priests 
in thei1· assumptions. \\'e ha,·e seen that the Jewish Church unani­
mously maintained, that the last prophets had no successors, a111I that 
since their 1leparture none could dedtle on the canonicalness of an)' book; 
but tl1ese men maintained that the Apostles had successors, yea, that 
they th!'rnselves were their s11rcessors, and were invested with power 
an,l authority to decide on any hook ;is they thought prope1·. \\'l,eu all 
was ripe the councils hegan to legislate on the word of God. But the 
deci,ion of these councils hal'e nc,·er heen acknowledged hy the Protes­
tant Churches. Luther, who knew that no inspired Apostle hail filially 
arrang-ed an1l closed the Canon of the New Testament exercises his pri­
vate judgment in studying and lramlating it, ancl returned to the ancient 
and proper division into Homologoumenu and A11tilc,qomena. As Biblical 
criticism was then in its infancy, and the helps at his command were so 
few and so imperfect, it is no wonrlel' that his bold spirit sometimes 
misled him. \l"hen coming to the Epistle of the Hebrews he says, 
"Hitherto we ha,·e had the chief and most important bool<s of the Kew 
Testament. Those which follow were in forme1· times conside1·ed in a 
different light. And that the Epistle to the Hebrews was not written by 
Paul 01· any othN· Apostle is clear from Chapter ii. 2, where the author 
i-ai·s,' llow shall we escape, if we neglect so great sah-ation; which at the 
first began to be spol<en oy the Lord and was confirmed unto us by tl1ern 
that heard him,' which shows that he speab of the Apostles as a disciple 
upon whom the doctrine of the Apostles came, perhaps a considerahle 
time ;iftenn1nls." "He then ,·entures the opinion that Apollos was the 
autho1·" in which many 11ious scholars of the present clay agree with him. 
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A n,1 this trulv great man ag,·eeing with Paul that " though ,ve or an 
1111gel from he:1ve11 preach any other Gospel unto you than that we have 
1•1·eached unto you, let him be accursed," aru\ supposing that James did 
not 11g-reo with l',1ul he s:Lys, "This James does nothin~ but driving to 
the law and to good works, aml so confounds and comm111gles all thrngs 
that in my opinion he was some uuknown, but sincere and g·ood man, 
who h1n·irw picked up some savings and phrases of theA postles has 
thrown the;n so clisortlerly upo,; paper, ...... James' Epistles is a ,·e1·y 
8trawy Epistle, for no Evangelical spirit breathes in it." An1\ on Re­
,·elation he says, " I lrnve more than one ohjection to this hook, fot· I 
can 11eithe1· deem it Apostolical 1101· P1·ophetical. In the first place, the 
Apostles do not con,·erse in visions, but prophecy in clea1· and plain 
lan"Ua!!,"e, as Peter, Paul, ancl Christ in the Gospel, do; anti it behoves 
the" Apostolic office to speak plainly and without figure or vision of 
Christ and his work. Secondly, he appears to me overdoing the thing 
when he straitly threatens, that if any man shall tal<e away from the 
words of his own book, God shall take away his part out of the book of 
Jjf,., which the other sac1·ed books do not, though they a1·e of much 
g1·eater importance. ,\gain all those shall be blessed who keep what is 
written in the bnok, tl,ough nobody knows what it is, not to speak of 
observing it ; anti we, having much better books which are to be ob~e1·1•­
etl, shoul<I be as well off if we had it not at all; in short, every one may 
think of it as his mind directs him, (or as he pleases.) l\Jy mind can not 
be hroken in to the book, and that is sufficient reason for me not to think 
highly of it." 

\\'hy do I quote Luther, the illustrious Reforme1·? To prove He­
brews, James and Revelatiou to be spurious? No. I most fully believe 
in the authenticity and inspiration of these books, though I must be 
ullowcu to think that Paul is not the autho1· of the Epistle to the He­
brews notwithstanding l\Ioses Stum·t's celebrated commentary. The 
Gospels of Luke and i\lark aud the Acts are canonical, though not writ­
ten by uny of the Apostles. I have quoted Luther to show with what 
uttt'l" disregard of all councils, with what iudependence of mind the 
glorious reformation began. In the same spirit it 1vas carried on by the 
Reformers themselves; hut alas! their mantle fell on men who we,·e 
unworthy of it. Just as the Apostles had no successors, 01· at least very 
unwo1·thy ones, so the Reformers had no worthy successors. 

I fear the large Religious Societies are at present too much encroach­
ing upon individual action, anti the inviolability of private j11<lg·me11t, the 
fumlamental principle of Protestantism, and are doing much to produce 
that state of things in the Churches in which Protestantism will not be 
able to cope with lloman Catholicism, which has the advantage over 
11s in the m11jority of members, in more daring assumption, and holde1· 
denunciation, 11nd in claims to u11iforrnity and infallihiltty, in virnlence 
and abuse; to which we ha.-e nothing to oppose but the inviolability of 
private judgment, independence ofmirul, free inrnstigation: against these 
it can not stand, before these it has invariably fallen and ever II ill and 
must fall. 

_ But the_ p~blic must not withdraw their support from the large Reli­
g1011s Soc1et1es, beca11se some have power to do wronu-. \\'c miuht 
as well abolish the House of Conimons, the British Padi~rnent, beca~se 
it. has the power a11d tht> resources to do mischief on a grnn1\ scale. 
\l hy does that bocly not oftener abuse its power? B<'cause Britain 
watches over it with a zealous and constant care. Thus they must 
watch o,·e1· the large Religious Societies which can do and have done 
immense good. Without them slavery would not have been abolished· 
"itl,out them millions would not be able to hear and read the wo,·d of 
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Go,1. Thu~ they mmt particul11rly watch over the British aml Foreign 
Bil,le Society whid1 is the Congress of the rrotestant Churches, to 
'll'ho~e hmuls t.he dorurhent of thei1· federal Union and Constitution i~ 
t'ntl'Uste«I. Each State, each denomination, may legislate for itself 
as it pleases; but the powers of Congress should he well defined, 
and as much as possible be merely executive. All their attempts at 
legislating on the word of God shoul,I he promptly met at the very 
outset, however well intentioned such attempts may be. • 

J maintain that neither the British and Foreign Bible Society, nor the 
Calcutta Auxiliary Bihle Society, nor any man or body of men whatsoever, 
ha,·e any power or right to legislate on the Sttc1·ed Scriptures, to say what 
books are canonical and what not; what readings must he adopted and 
what rejected; what pns~ages spurious and what passages ~enuine; 
except they can give the most satisfactory proofs of enjoying divine 
inspirntion. J furthe1· maintain it as a principle, that when a body of 
l\11s,;;ionaries who enjoy t!ie confi,lenre of their Society nnd the Churches, 
and whose ortliocloxy is i:nimpeachetl an,l unimpeachable, are agreed 
among· ~hemselves, and ha,·e determined how the Sacred Scripturl'S shall 
he tt·anshted for thcii· own mission for which they are l'!'SJJOnsible to 
God, as the Baptist i\lissionarit>s at Calcutta, and the London Society's 
Mis~ionaries at Banaras have done, the Bible Society has no rig·ht what­
soever to encroach upon the private juclgment or conscience of such a 
body of l\Iissionnries ; hnt is hound in duty, and by it's own fundamental 
ProtPstant principle am! constit11tio11 to sanction and publish such a uer­
sion for that particular Jlfission*. If no version in the present state of the 
Ch111·ches c<1n be mnde for the Universal Church, the Rihle Society must 
entirely give up all idea of making, sanctioning and publishing universal 
versionst. I ,rould .-ather see the British and Foreign Bible Society fall 
into a thousand pieces than see Protestantism, see free imwst1911tion, 
pritmte jud,qment, independence of mind, c1111scie11ce, and every thing trnly 
good and noble, fall, 

Bandra&, 18th ,1-fay, 1840, 

1II.-Tlteolo9ical Library. 
A. :FA TH ERS. 

a. FIRST CENTURY, 

6. Ignatius. 

Yo111·s, 
J. A. S. 

Ignatius is commonly reckoned a writer of the second cen­
tury, as most if not all of his extant writings we1·e composed 
nca1· the period of his death, a11cl therefore prnbably in the 
hegiuning of the second century. But as the greater part of his 
life was spent in the first age, we have included him in the 
list of fathers of that century. Nothing is certainly known 

• If the nrgument of J. A. S. goes to prove that neither the British and For­
eign Bible Society, &c.-surrly it proves much more-that no one or two men, 
however excellent, can without enjoying divine iuspiration leg is late or ,leterm111e 
for the whole church. The choice in this case is between the Missionaries of the 
London Society at Banarns and the Bible Society ; viz. whether one or hvo men 
shnll determine the text for the many or the many for themselves. With the 
111 issionaries of any particular body publishing special versious, the Society has no 
wish nor has it any power to ioterfere.-Eo. 

t We cannot see the difficulty and sincerely hope the B. S. l\'ill not give up the 
attempt in despair, We believe it will not,-En. 
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respecting the time 01· place of his birth. In the commence­
ment of all his epistles, he styles himself 'fheophorns, on which 
some of his successors founded a relation that he was the 
child whom our blessed Lol'll took in his ,mns and set in 
the midst of the people as an illustrntion of childlike humility. 
Though :mch a tradition seems to have existed in the Church 
at an early period, yet we can trace it to no good authority. 
'l'he uame itself does not necessarily give the smallest coun­
tenance to the supposition. According to the accent the word 
1i1ay sig11ify "bearing God," or '' borne by God." If taken 
in the latte1· sense it still may signify 110 mo1·e than is true 
uf enry Christian, that he is supported and sustained by the 
!{race of God. lint he himself is said to have explained it to the 
Emperor Trajau according to the former sense. Theophorus, 
said he, is'· 0 Tov Xf'ca-Tov r~ -r,i ,}vxti mpcrpcpw/~." lie who bears 
L'lu-ist in ltis soul. Chrysosto111 expressly affirms that Ignatius 
11eve1· saw our Saviour. He howercr couvcrsed familiarly with 
the Apostles Peter, Paul a11d Johu. In about A. D. 70 he 
was ordained success01· to Euodius as Bislw1, of Antioch, the 
capital of Syl'ia. Fo1· 40 yeal's, mol'e or less, he continued 
in this most important and difficult office, perfonuing with 
zeal the office of a pastor, "like a skilful pilot by the helm 
of pl'nyer and fastiug, by the constancy of his doctrine and 
spiritual labour, withstanding the raging floods, feariug lest 
he should lose any of those who wanted courage 01· wern not 
well grounded in the faith." 

In the yea1· 107, (or according to others llG) he was called 
to i;eal with his blood his testimony to the faith of that Lord 
who had borne him so loug. It was when Trajan visited 
Antioch 011 his 1·etum from victorious war over the Scythians 
and Dacians, that Ignatius presented himself before him, 
probably with the view of repl'cscntiug to him the interests of 
his flock, and remoustrnting against that persecution which 
though not expl'essly enjoined by the "darling of mankind," 
was permitted with Cel'taiu restrictions to be canied 011 by 
the pr~eurators in the provinces. A long confcl'ence ensued 
between the Emperor and the Bishop, the result of which 
was that the latte1· was thrnwn into pl'iso11 and subjected to 
griernus torments. He was daily scourged with thongs loaded 
with leaden bullets at the ends, " forced to hold fire in his 
hands, while his sides we1·e bul'llt with pliper dipped in oil; 
his feet stood upon live coals, and his flesh was torn off with 
burning pincers.'' None of these things morcd him, and in con-
1,eque1H.:e sentence of death was prn11ou11ced upon him by the 

* 8,oy11lpo; Bearing God. 8,orpopo;, Borne by God. 
3 C 2 
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Emperor. It Wl\!I decrel'd that he should be straightway 
bound with a chain, carried captive to Rome, and then thrnwn 
:is a p1·ey to wild beast.s. " I thank thee O Lord," was the 
~xclamation of Ig11atius 011 receiving announcement of the seri!. 
tence, " that thou hast condescended thus perfectly to honor 
me with thy love, and hast thought me worthy with thy 
Apo~tle Paul to be bound with iron chains." From this and 
from various passages in the writings of Ignatius, many have 
accused him of seeking ambitiously fo1· the honour of mar­
tyrdorn. Fo1· ourselves we ca11not see that such a charge is 
borne out. All or nearly all of his writings that have come 
down to us were written afte1· he was under sentence of 
death, and actually on his journey to the place of his execution. 
It was thus fixed (as certainly as any thing can be fixed by 
the decree of ma11) " by what death he should glorify God," 
and thus those exp1·essions which in other circumstances might 
have betokened au inordinate desire for the glory of martyr­
dom ought in his actual circumstances to be regarded as nothing 
more than the effusions of an a1·tlent mind (as Ignatius uu­
questiouably had) acquiescing and rrjoici11g in what he could 
not doubt was the appointment of God. All the Ecclesiastical 
1iistorians with whom we are acquainted, seem to favour this 
charge, and many of them to extend it to the whole church of 
the second century; but we do think without sufficient ground. 

Going to Seleucia under the escort of ten soldiers, he thr,rc 
set s.iil, and after a stormy rnyage landed at Smyrna. There 
he embrnced once more on eurlh Polycarp, the companion of 
his youthful years, and his fellow-disciple of the Apostle 
John. Often have we imagined, not with tearless eyes, this 
meeting of these two holy men. Different they were in 
natural tempernment, but they had both drunk in much of the 
Spirit of thei1· Master, himself the beloved disciple of our 
blessed Lord. And is it possible to picture these two aged 
saints meeting after so long a time, and after having witnessed 
such events as had occuned in the Chui·ch since providence 
had cast their lots asunder, without feeling that there must 
have been a solemn sacredness in their long embrace and a 
world of intel'est in theii· communings with one another? Ah! 
but there will be another meeting time ,vheu all the <lisciples of 
the maste1· of John shall with ecstasy receive the embrace of 
their glorified teache1· and Redeemer, and sit down with Abrn­
ham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God. Here depu­
tations from all the neighboul'i11g Churches waited on the Ma1·­
tyr, to receive his blessing, and encournge him to hold on in 
stedfastness to the end. Hence also he wrote epistles to 
various Churches, viz. to the Ephesians, the Magnesians, the 
'l'rallians and the Romans. 
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His progress towards Rome was very protracted, hh1 keepers 
seeming to have got instrnctions to make lli wide a circuit as 
possible, fot· the sake of impressing the people through the 
midst of whom they passed with a sah1ta1·y terror. At last 
they anivl:'d at Rome, when dming the feast of the Saturnalia, 
the aged Bishop was thrown to the lions, and so much of him 
as was mortal was speedily devoured. 

The writin~s of Ignatim, besides the epistles already men­
tioned, are three others which he wrote from Troas, addressed 
to the Churches of Philadelphia and Smyrna and to Polycarp. 
But whether that to Polycarp was uot 011e with the Epistle lo 
the Church of Smyrna, and whethet· that now existing unde1· 
the name of the Epistle of Ignatius to Polycarp be not a 
forgery we think not sufficiently determined. We are in­
cliunl in opposition to Usht-1· and Cave to suspect this 
Rpistlt', and should make the list of his writings as follows: 
Ge11uine.-E11i.;;tles to the Ephesians, Maguesians, Trallians, 
Romans, Philadelphians, Smyrneans. Doubiful.-Epistle to 
Polyc:arp. Spurious.-Epistles to Mary Cassobolita, the 
Church of Tarsus, the Church of Antioch, the Church of 
Philippi, to Hero, to the Virgin Mary, and two Epistles to the 
Apostle John. He intended to write anothet· Epistle to the 
Ephesians, but if his intention was ever canied into effect the 
Epistle has b~en lost. 

The Epistles of Ignatius that have come down to us must 
be regarded as most intet·esting documents. The circum­
stances in which they were written, their authot· chained to ten 
leopards, so he calls the inhuman soldiers who seem to have 
been selected for his guard, in his progress to the scene of his 
martyrdom, ready to be offered up. "They are," says Mr. 
Chevallier, "the unstudied effusions of an mdent and deeply 
religious mind, and bespeak a man who was superior to this 
world and anxious to finish his course with joy. It is an 
internal mark of their genuineness that theit· style is harsh 
and unpolished, and occasionally not untinctured with some 
degree of oriental exagget·atio11." Twelve Epistles were print­
e1l and published in 1557 as the works of Ignatius, but as 
Eusebius mentions only seven and as those now published 
<lid not correspond with the quotations made by ancient 
writers, great doubt rested upon the genuineness of the book. 
Archbishop U shet· found niany quotations in English writet·s, 
apparently made from the text from which the ancient Chris­
tian writers had quoted, and therefore he thought it highly 
probable that some MS. must exist in England. This was 
enough to set him to work; and accordingly afte1· much in­
quiry he found two Latin MSS. one in one of the Libraries 
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of Cambl'idge, the othe1· in the collection of the Bishop of 
Nol'wich. In l644 he published a Gl'eek edition, taking the 
text of the printed etlition of 1557, autl printing in retl ink 
the passages which wel'e not found in his Latin MSS. and 
whkh he supposed to be interpolations. Shortly after this, 
a Greek 1\[S. was found at Florence, an<l an edition publishrcl 
from it by Isaac Vossius. The agreement of this text with 
that of U she1· pro\·es all that can be desired of the correct­
ness of otu- present text. 

The Epistle to the Romans was, as ,ve have said, written 
from Smyrna; its object was to intimate hi~ approach to the 
brethren at Rome, and to warn them against dissuading him 
from his purpose of remaining stcdfast unto the end. From 
this Epistle we make an extract, borrowing from the trnnsla­
tiou of it lately published by Mr. Bickel'steth. 

"Xow I begin to be a disciple; nor shall any thing mo1•e me, whether 
visible or invisible, th11t I may attain to Christ Jesus. Let lire and the 
c1·oss; let the companies of wild bea~ts; let breaking of bones and tear­
ing of members; let the shattering in pieces of the whole body, an<l all 
the wicked torments of the de1•il come u11on me; only let me enjoy 
Jesus Christ. 

"Vl. All the emls of the world, and the kingdoms of it, will profit 
me nothing: I would rather die fo1· Je;;us Christ, than rule to the utmost 
ends of the earth. Him I seek who died for us; 11 im I desire 
who rose again for us. This is the gain that is laid up for me. 
Par1lon me, my brethren; ye shall not hinder me from living: nor, 
seeing I desire to g'O to God, may you separate me from him for the 
sake of this world; nor seduce me hy any of the desire~ of it. Suffer 
me to enter into pure lig,ht; where being· come, I shall be indeed the 
servant of God. Permit lne to imitnte the passion of my God. If any 
one has Him within himself, let him consider what I desire; and let 
him have compassion on me, as knowing how I am straitened. 

"VII. The prince of this world would fain carry me away, and cor­
rupt my resolution towards my God. Let none of you, therefore, help 
him; rather do ye join with me, that is, with God. Do not speak with 
Jesus Christ, and yet covet· the world. Let not envy dwell with you: no 
not though I myself, when I shall be come unto you, should exhort you to 
it, yet do not ye hearken to me, but rather believe what I now write to 
you. For though I am alive at the writing this, yet my desire is to die. 
1\ly love is crucifie1l; .[and the fii·e that is within me does not desire 
any water; but being alive and springing within me, says,] Come to the 
Fathe1·. I take no pleasure in the food of corruption, no1· in the 
1leasures of this life. I desire the bread of God, which is the flesh of 
Jesus Christ, [of the seed of David;] and the driuk that I long for is 
his blood, which is incorruptible love. 

" I have 110 desire to live any longer after the manne1· of men; 
neither shall I if you consent. He ye the1·efore willing, that ye you1·­
selves also may be pleasing to God. I exhort you in a fe,v words; I 
pray you believe me. Jesus Christ will show you that I speak trnly. 
My mouth is without deceit, and the Falhel' halh truly spoken by it. 
Pl'lly therefore for me, that I may accomplish what I desil'e. l liave not 
written to you ufter the llcsh, hut acconling to the will of God. If I shall 
suffer, ye have loved me, but if l shall be rejected ye lrnv1i hated me,'' 
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lV.-1\'ative Cln·istian Temporal Aid Society. 
To lhe Editors of the Calcutta C!1ristian Observer. 

GENTLEMEN, 

You1· valuable periodical appears to me the best medium through 
which to advocate an institution like the one above described; hut in 
venturing to send you the following observations, my object is not so 
much to obtain immediate relief from the difficultil's complained of in 
this paper, as to bring the subject of some g<'neral plan of relief before 
vour ahle correspondents for deliberate and thorough discus~ion. 
• I have long heen convinced, and my impres,ion is strcng·thened hy 
the experiet1ce of every month, that many of the l'Xcellt•nt institutious 
of the present day are exceC'ded in importance by a NatiH Cl1ristian 
Temporal Aid .Society: and considering the many and serious di~abili­
tiPs with which Hindui,m visits a defection from its doctrines and 
custom8 in the cases of native Christian converts, it is matter of sur­
prise, that long ere this, such an association has not been brought 
bi'fore the Christian public for its approbation and support. 

It may be that the paucity of connrls in some casC's, and the pos­
session of some extent of means to meet immeuiate necessities in 
olhers, have rendered the agitation of the question, less necessary 
hitherto; now, however, that couverls are becoming more uumerous, 
and the limited means in the immediate possession and command of 
Missionaries are exhausted, the most pressing necessity is felt for aid 
like that which a Native Christian Temporal Aid Society would 
bestow. 

I am fully aware that objection is deeply and extensively felt. to 
affording temporal aid to native Christians, lest anti-industrious habits 
should be fostered, ancl the heathen for hope of gain be tempted 
to a~sume the Christian profession. Both these evils are uudoubtedly lo 
be strenuously guarded against; yet in avoiding Scylla we may easily, 
on this question in particular, glide into the vortex of Charybdis. 
The natural love of money, and consequent pain at parting with it, 
have magnified beyond all due proportion the real evils of imparting 
temporal aid to native converts. The repugnance felt to the bestow­
ment of such relief mo1·eover, has been strengthfned by the very cha­
racter of the aid solicited; for being merely temporal, and having 
therefore no immediate reference to the spiritual well-being of the 
subject, it does not produce that strong degree of complacency and 
self-gratification, which form a kind of immediate recompence fot· the 
disbursement of money. 

Could the evils arising from the bestowmcnt of temporal aid on native 
Christian converts be ,·iewed apart from the magnifying medium 
furnished by the root of all evil, more than half the dread which is felt 
on the subject would be dessipated; and by being permitted a glance 
at opposite happy effects in cases of sincere ancl deserving Christians, 
our conduct would soon assume a character more strictly Christian, 
and exhibit a conformity to His, who, though he knew, that in mauy 
instances, his kindness would be perverted to evil purposes, fed the 
multitude with miraculously multiplied loaves and fishes. 
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Nevertheless, though it must be admittPd that the amount of pure 
bcnevolenC'e bears little proportion to that of a spurious character, 
there are Christians in India, who have not ouly the means but the 
disposition to do good from disinterested motives; though, it may be, 
at the hazard of having their good evil spoken of, or in some instances 
perverted to evil ends : and to such an appeal on behalf of ruined, but 
pious and deserving native Christians will never be made in vain. 

But what are the objections so dePply and widPly felt to bestowing 
temporal aid on native Christians? It i~ thought that by g1·anting such 
assistance, anti-industrious habits would be fostered; that native Chris­
tians instead of employing themselves with industry to procure thei1· 
own maintenance would be encouraged in idleness; and also that an 
inducement would be held out to heathen, from a hope of g·ain to make 
a profession of Christianity. The first of these ol,jections goes on the 
supposition that money is, or is proposed to be given apart from and 
independantly of labour. To expose the fallacy of this objection it is 
only necessary to say that money is not given, and is not intended to 
be given except as hire for labour, or to furnish Christian natives with 
the means of lahouring to support themselves and families, so that in 
fact such aid, instead of tending to foster idle habits is directly calcu­
lated lo promote industry. 

There is more plausibility in the other objection; namPly, that such 
aid holds out an inducement to heathen, from the hope of gain, to 
assume a Christian profession. It is likely that persons may, in some 
instances have attempted to impose themselves upon Missionaries with 
no Letter motives than to secure some temporal good. And allowing 
this to be true, what does it prove? Only, that like every other method 
of doing good, this also is liaLle to abuse. This nppears to be the 
amount of its condemnation. But ought we therefore to be deterred 
from this kind of labour? Cntainly not; Lecause by the same rule 
we must withdraw all exertion from every useful, bene\'olent, and 
Christian institution, which distinguishes the present day, seeing that 
every one of these institutions is liable to abuse. How many of the 
gospels and tracts which are distributed all over India, arc converted 
into play-kites and wrappers ? But do we argue thence that the BiLle 
Society, and the Tract Society should not be supported? 

But there are many circumstances connected with the bestowment 
of aid on natirn Christian converts which go very much to check the 
evil complained of. Where the heathen st'e one nati,·e Christian 
assisted with aid of a pecuniary kind, they see many turned back from 
the mission station to their villages covered with disappointment au<l 
shame at having failed in their attempt; to remain months and years 
the butt of ridicule and sarcasm to their neighbours and caste-mates, 
narrowly escaping a serious pecuniary fine lo purcl1ase their restoration 
to their caste and place in society. So that upon the whole, viewing 
the subject of Christianity in a pecuniary point of view, the heathen 
a1·e much more likely to be induced to remain whe1·e they are than seE>k 
advantage at such fearful hazard. After all, should one now and then, 
uninstructed by so many failures, and hoping he shall succeed better 
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than others, venture to act the hypocrite, and succeed in the attempt ; 
if he be of idle habits, he will soon consume the small amount of 
benevolence he may have obtained, and be iin•olved in a degree of 
w1·rtchedness well calculated to wam othe,·s of the folly of acting so 
uncertain a part ; for of all situations in which an idle person can he, 
that of the community of native Christians is the most undesirahlr ; 
aud should he prove industrious, and use the means obtained in the 
,my for which they were communicated, then the amount of evil is, 
that an industrious man, through hypocritical motives, has brought 
himself under instruction which may result in his prPsent reformation 
and eternal salvation; for the hypocrisy of his motives will, soon 
most assuredly be detected. 

But not to trespass further upon your pages hy apologies for such 
an institution, as facts serve a much better purpose than many argu• 
ments, and speak at once to our feelings, I shall proceed to detail a few 
cases among· many which will illustrate the necessity for a Native Chris­
tian Temporal Aid Society : and as Hinduism is much the same all 
o,·er India, similar cases I apprehend Pxist at nery mission station where 
auy considerable number of converts has heen realizP<l. 

A person named Prosu-rahut, an inhabitant of the Athgnr rajuary, 
a farmer and a man of good caste, and respectable worl<lly rircnm­
stances, about eight months ago became a Christian. Prosn's father, 
a man who had never bowed down to an idol, became towards the 
close of his life acquainted with the doctrines of Christianity ; and 
when dying lamented to his weeping· family that he had not when 
opportunity served embraced the gospel. Iii, dying advice to his son 
Prosu was, that after he had disposed of his father's remains he should 
prosecute his inquiries about the true religion, aud become a Christian. 
At the period of his venerated father's death, Prosu was an inquirer, 
and had for some years been acquainted with OUl" native preachel"S, 
By them he was frequently visited and instructed, and every ~ucceed­
ing report they gave of him was increasingly favourable. He long 
counted the cost; but at length resolved to come forward, and if per­
mitted, profess the Lord Jesus Christ. After some time of probation 
he was unanimously received into the church and wa~ baptised. His 
baptism however was the signal for an attack upon him. Of course it 
inrnlved him in the loss of caste, his raja deprived him of his farm, 
and gave it to another man ;-while, at the same time, he authorized 
his people to drive the outcast from his territories. During his absenre 
from home, in attendance upon Christian worship, his enemies entered 
his house and carried away part of his dhan reserved for the support 
of his family till the next harvest. The amount of his year's rent was 
demanded aud paid, though as was the case all over the district his 
crops had almost entirely failed. Under these wrongs Prosu had no 
means of redress, for the government regulations extend not to the 
Jributary mahals except in cases of murder and personal torture. 
The little property Prosu had in money he spent in p1·oviding fo1· his 
family, and when that was exhausted the sale of his bullocks, brass 
vessels, and such like property conducted his family to the verge of 
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ruin. Prosu still clings lo the place of his hil'th, but is about coming 
away in a stale of entire worldly destitution. 

Banam{1li was an inhnbit:rnt of Gannipur, a farmer, and of a good 
caste. His world!~· circumstances were not equal to Prosu's, but by the 
cultivation of his fal'm he was ahle comfortably to support his family. 
He occupied and cultivated his land in conjunction with his brothers, 
a custom common in this province, and which without the po~session of 
much personal property 1.,nables people to support thcm~el ves and 
family. Banamali like Prosu, had been long acqnaintecl with the 
gospel and the Christian natives. As soon as he was baptised, his 
brothers, though no ways vindictively inclined, were obliged to exclude 
him from tl1eir partnership. Haviug lost caste he was disqualified to 
hold his place in the community; his house happening to join that of 
a11othc>1· man, he was obliged to quit it, even by the decision of a 
mngistrate; and he was forbidden the u~e of the village wells. Arter 
adjusting· his affairs with them, his brothers bring him debtor to them 
about four rupees, and kept his bullocks in payment; to which arrange­
ment, having no property in money, he was ouliged to submit. At 
length, deprived of liis land and refosed other, Banamiili, brought 
away his little stock of !'ice, and quilted his nati\'e place to seek fo1· 
coolie hire among Christians, destitute of a house in which to shelter his 
wife rmd family, and destitute moreover of the means of providing one. 

IHmodar was by caste a mahanli, and of a family much respected. 
He with his brothers obtained their livelihood by land-measuring 
trnder the re\·enue survey officer. The produce of D.imodar's labours 
being thrown into the family coffer, he had no individual property ; 
and when he became a Christian, and cut off from his family, he retired 
from his home and village with no other earthly possession than the 
clothes he wore. D{1modar was greatly attached to his aged parents, 
and they in Hry affectiug lamentations bewailed the disgrace and loss 
of their son. 

The otl,er and last case I shall mention is that of Rogu-roul, a 
weaver from a village called Kusalpur near Khunditta in Olassa. 
He hesitatl'd long on the threshold of Christianity, appalled by the 
diffic·ultics in which a profession of Christ would involve liim, but his 
inquiries had gone too far to permit him to remain. At length Rogu, 
with the agreement of his wifP, took courage and publicly joined some 
Christian acquaintnnce at Khunditta, and there waited fol' baptism. 
After about a month of trial he was baptised in the Kursna which runs 
near his village. The same evening Hogu went to his village to bring 
away his wifo and children who he believed were anxiously waiting 
for him. In this upectation he was mistaken, for when he arrived 
at his honse, !,is wife and chilclren were gone, and his little property 
carried of, and his house given over to the keeping of the village 
chaukidars by the Pradan or the place, and they demanded what he 
wanted there. As Hogu and his Christian friends retired from the 
place a messenger was sent arter them by the Pradan to say that he 
wns rrady to settle the affair, why were they going away? On the 
receipt of this invitation the Chl'istian party returned, but hml 110 
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sooner arrivl'd under the village tree, than the two police chaukidars, 
and the rabble of that and several other villages, under the direction 
of the Pradan, commenced a furious and unprovoked attack upon 
them. Resistance would nndc1· such circumstances have heen im­
proper, and they had no alternative but to retire by degrees. Thi~ 

·therefore they did, assailed as they drew off, hy the people, with every 
weapon they could a\·ail themselves of, and even the shrubs whieh 
formed the hedgerows they tore up and converted into missiles, the 
Pradan all the while, at the top of his voice, exciting the people and 
directing the attack. Ilogn had recourse to the Magistrate; but 
such is the delay in obtaining redress, owing to the indolence and 
corruption of native officers, that eight months passed away before the 
man could reco1·er aught ot' his own; during this time he could of 
course attend to little else besides his lawsuit. At length his wife 
and child were delivered to him, and an inconsiderable confinement in 
prison awarded to the persecutors ; but his property either given 
away or sold by his wife during his absence, was all squandered and 
lost. After this loss, 8nd the suspension of his ordinary employ for so 
long a period it need not be added of a labouring Hindu, that he is 
reduced to extremity and ruin. Rogu-roul is a young, and industrious 
man, who had always supported his family by his own labour in 
comfort, and is now receiving four pice a day for labour not required, 
and is living in a hut formed by three hamboos and an old mat. 
These cases will, I think, suffice to illustrate the necessity for a Nati\•e 
Christian Temporal Aid Society ; for what shall men circumstanced 
like those above described do ? Had they remained idolators they 
would have retained their place in society, and reached the advantages 
of the family, social, and national compact; but having embraced the 
gospel the genius of Hinduism has cast them out, branded their 
names with infamy, deprived them of the means and opportunity of 
their own support; and has made it criminal to hold intercourse 
with them, or do any thing to help them; so that in self-defence 
every person avoids them lest his own credit and character should 
suffer thereby. Christian sympathy cannot, I think, withhold that 
measure of aid from its abundance which such men need to enable 
them to eam their own support. 

Such men are not deceiving their Christian instructol's ; they have 
not assumed the Christian profession for gain ; they did not need to 
do so ; and therefore to help them would not be confirming them in 
their deceptive attempts, or gratifying an evil desire for money. 
They give as good testimony of conversion as new converts in other 
climates and in much more favourable circumstances. If objectors to 
the verity of the Christian experience of native converts, would allow 
themselves to make more intimate inquiries and inquiries of those 
who possess the best means of imparting information-it' they would, 
moreover, direct theil· inquiries to the pnsaeasion of Christian prin­
ciples, rather than to the perfect exemplification of moral propriety, 
( an acquisition difficult of attainment under the most .favourable cir­
cumstances, and not to be reasonably expected at present among 
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native converts,) they would retire perfectly satisfied, and greatly 
delighted to pe1·ceive, that in hearts hithe1'to filled with every vice, 
with vice which has luxuriated from age to age without a single 
check ; yea with vice fostered and practised under the sanctions of 
religion ;-they would retire delighted that in hearts where such vice 
had dwelt, the seeds of Christian virtues had taken root, and were 
proceeding to expand, gradually indeed, but surely in the pleasing 
fruits of Christian morality. 

But all those testimonies of sincere attachment to Christ which 
young converts are wont in all climes to exhibit, aud which are consi­
dered deci~ive of their sincerity, the native converts have exhibited: 
they have denied themselves ; they have taken up their cross and have 
followed Christ; they have counted all things loss for Him, (for 
many for Him have lost much;) they have, comparatively speaking, 
hated father, mother, brotlie1·, sister, husband, wife, son, and daughter, 
and the possessions and prospects of life for the sake of Christ and 
his gospel. These crosses and losses may appear little to us ; our 
scale is exalted ; but they are much to them. The love of parents, 
children, brethren, and sisters dwells as strongly and tenaciously in 
the native bosom as in our own, notwithstanding the ravages of 
unbridled depravity, and I had like to have said the more fearful 
influences of Hinduism. Indeed I have thought that it is to India 
a person must come if he would see that self-denial exhibited in 
perfection which the sacred Scl'iptures enjoin, if necessary ; for in 
mauy lands it could not be exacted so completely as it is here, Nor 
have the native converts made these sacrifices without counting the 
cost; they have not professed Christ ignorant of what would be the 
result, any more than they have made them with a callous heart. 
They have come to the cross, and have taken it up knowingly and 
deliberately. Hence, admitting that there is much ignorance, much 
weakness and imperfection of Christian conduct in the native converts, 
yet, they possess the p1·inciples of the truth; and they have given and 
continue to give the timely, and natural evidences of the sincerity of 
their profession ; and it follows that in affording them assistance, we 
shall not be confirming them in deception ; we shall not. be doing that 
which tends to make them worse than they were in a heathen state; 
but we shall be clothing the Saviour in nakedness, feeding him in 
hunger, giving him drink in his thirst, and administering comfort and 
help to him in circumstances of sorrow and bereavement; and 0 
may we be saved from despising one, even of these the least of Christ's 
disciples; or from closing the bowels of mercies to their necessities I 
And what ohject possesses more pleasing interest than that proposed 
to be assisted in these observations, to a pious and unprejudiced mind? 
A sincere native convert! the expression viewed in its various asso­
ciations, involuntarily excites a thrill of pleasure in the mind. Native 
converts gather interest in our apprehension from the dark and 
degraded state in which the gospel found them, and from which its light 
bas conducted the01 ; they are peculial'ly interesting as the first-fruits 
to God, frcm this wide, and thickly populated laud-that interest 
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1·ises as we contemplate them in the character of thejil-st mate,·ials 
of the kingdom of Jesus Clu·ist in these vast regions, to which 
additions will now be made until idolatry shall totally disappear, and God 
become the object of universal love and worship. But we experience 
a feeling of triumph when we view them as e:d1ibitions of divine g1·ace. 
That grace, operating in their conversion, opposed by a union of 
philosophy, prejudic:e, education, caste, and interest; has displayed an 
energy which nothing else ever yet exhibited, in contact with the 
well-compacted, and very aucicut system of idolatry prevalent in this 
country. 

Assistance to native converts afforded as recommended in this 
paper, would tend immediately to gil'e locality to the Christian cause. 
Christians are the "salt of the earth," and, "the light of the world;" 
and notwithstanding much imperfection and weakness of experience and 
con<luct, this is true of the native converts, as well as of others, their 
feebler light shines the brighter as the surrounding darkness is denser ; 
and hence the great importance of having Christian locations among the 
heathen. The compounds of missionaries or scattered habitations, are 
not the situations best suited for usefulness in settling Christian con­
i1erts; they require to be where they can be seen, visited, and conversed 
with; they require to engage before the heathen in the vuious 
business and pursuits of life, that they may exhibit their principles, 
and display their conduct, as well as attend to the means of religious 
improvement and divine worship in the presence of mankind. To 
locations of Christians, idolaters would look for the exemplification of 
Christian truth, union, and kindness ; and though they would not find 
them to the extent we might wish, they certainly would find them; 
and could not fail to acknowledge the !Uperiority of the Christian's 
faith. To such locations, moreover, inquirers would direct their steps ; 
inquirers who, unused to appear before a European, would in many 
instances live down their convictions before they could muster courage 
to appear before him. 

In such locations moreover a house would be erected for the worship 
of God; and a native preacher probably fixed; by which means, in 
the surrounding neighbourhood, the gospel would be proclaimed, and 
the worship of the true God become known among the people. 

To assist Christian natives in forming such locations, would be to 
form a community in the country associated with us in almost evel'y 
interest, sentiment, and tie. Heathenism gives an unfavourable as­
pect towa1·ds Christians, in whatever character they may appear; and 
hence the government of India, by Eng·land, is one of fear; Hindu­
ism forbids any better association : Christianity has just the contrary 
effect; and Christian converts are attached to the government both 
from sentiment, interest, and affection; hence whatever efforts tend to 
give existence and stability to such a community, are, even in a political 
point of view, of importance sufficient to afford us encouragement. 

The amount of funds sufficient to do much good in such a cause, 
would be much less than we may perhaps apprehend. Only a few of 
the converts of any given station would 1·equire aid. Some are able to 
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retain theil' property and their means of subsistence, and require 
nothing. Others are fitted for little beside common coolie labour ; 
and they would require little or no help. Others are employed in 
schools, &c. and, being able to subsist thereby, they can contribute 
towards the Pmploym<>nt of others, and by their mPans some are able 
to !("et forward: and as soon as the Christian community should, hy 
these means, and some help from a Temporal Aid Society, increase to 
the extent of four or live hundred souls, it would witl,out extra11eous 
help, be able to assist its new members itself. 

Temporal aid should in no case he imparted except to assist native 
converts in commenci11g some use.fiel honest occupation for their own 
and families' support; and having assisted them to commence, this 
help should be final. There are several methods of life in which 
converts could engage; hut the cultivation of land, the strength of 
a nation, is the best in which tlwv coulcl be encouraged and assisted. 

This would be more PspPcially suitable, not only because the 
majority of convPrts are cultivators of the soils; but because of its 
simplicity, almost any person is equal to its manag-Pment. 

The amount requisite in this provincP for a family to cultivat.e fom· 
acres of land, a quantity equal to the maintenance of five or six 
persons, would be about 45 or 50 rupees. With this sum might 
be provided a house, a pair of bullocks, gf>pd corn, implements of 
husbandry, a hackery, and support for a family of three or four mem­
bers, for 5 or 6 months, till the first harvest was reaped. The amount 
of course would vary in different parts of the country ; but local 
information would be obtainPd. 

The Committee of such a Society, fixed in a central position would 
receive applications from all parts ; and be the means of affording 
comfort and advantage to many dese1·ving and pious native Chris­
tians ; while it would relieve missionaries of one source of their k1>enest 
anxii-ty, and remove a burden from them, which, with increasing 
weight presse~ upon them. 

Cuttack, June 10th, 1840. C. LACEY. 

V.-Tlte Era of Vivid Religious Interest. 

Not having it in our power at present to afford our readers 
a Review of Dr. Duff's able wol"k 011 India, and as many may 
not have an opp01·tunity of seeing the wol"k itself for a while at 
least, we are anxious to place before them au extrnct from 
which they may obtain au i<lea of its contents. The portion 
selected fo1· extrnct is a very stirring and eloquent passage. 
The autho1· has been t1·enting of the introduction of Eurnpean 
influence and the consequences which followed, this is di­
vided into three eras-the era of romantic imaginative inter­
e!:it; the era of romantic literary interest; a1ul lastly, the era 
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India. Let them continue to pleacl '' the testimony of ancient history, 
the climate, the usages, the tastes, the l'eligious and political institutions 
of the !<:astern people,"-in Ol'ilel' to shelter themselves from the J>lea 
of indifference and neglect, on the score that improvement is impl'actica­
ble. Let them muster, in formidable array, the strong hosts of caste and 
prejudice, so stoutly opposed to innovation, aml so "resolute to maintain 
what, from age to age, the 111•ople have been accustomed to venerate." 
Let them not cease to reiterate the conclusion of the celebrated author 
of the Spirit of La"'s, that" India has always been, an1l India always will 
be, what it now is,"-in ol'der to paralyze every attempt to ameliorate 
its condition ; and let them stigmatize those who labour in its behalf as 
entertaining extrarngant ideas, and sanguine theories, and idle imagina­
tio11~. Let them brand the c-ffort to change " the character and habits of 
the people, and new-model the whole mishapen structure of society" as 
chimerical,-on the old principle, that " because an elephant is an 
elephant, and a Hindu a Hindu, we ought to leave them both on the 
plains of Hindustan where we found them." Let them do all this and 
much more. Their indifference and opposition will only render the 
final triumphs of Christinity over the idols of heathenism more signally 
the work of God. For, " the loftiness of man shall be liowed down, 
and the hau11;htiness of man shall be brought low: and the Lora alone 
shall be exalted in that day." 

\\'hateve1· the views and the conduct of the men of this worlcl may he, 
wo must neve1· forget, that, as Christians, the Divine injunction laicl 
upon us is, to do good to all men as we have oppol'tunity ! Here, opportunity 
is made the mea.mre of our expected well.doing. And when, or where has 
nrl opportunity of doing good to man, in the highest and noblest sense of 
that expression, ever heen presente1l to any Christian people, simila1· to 
that which British Christians no1v enjoy, in reference to the millions of 
India? The facilities now 11fforded in that distant land for the propaga­
tion of Gospel t1·uth on a scale so broad and extensive, have selclom been 
equalled, neve1· surpassed, in any of the 1·ealms of Gentilism. It is this 
cit·cumstance which, above all others, ought to determine the sphere, 
and regulate the amount of mol'e immedir,te duty. Look to other heathen 
nations. Except China, there is none that remotely approximates to 
India, eithe1· in extent of territory or in denseness of population. But, 
if China exceed India in both, may it not be thought that it demands the 
jii-st place in the calculations of the missionary enterpl'ise? Hern, how­
ever, other elements must be tal<en into our reckoning. Jle,·e magnitude, 
Pither as to territory or population, is not enough towards the formation 
of a sound decision. Facility of accrss and liberty of opemtion must be held 
among the conclusive and determining elements in solving the problem of 
duty. Now, it must be confessed that, notwithstanding cert:,in favourable 
appearances and o,·er-sanguine expectations, China &eems, ,, "to the pre­
sent time, in l'ega1·d to di,·ect missiona,·y ope1·ations, nearly as much shut 
against us, as if encompassed with an unscalable wall of brass. The same 
may be said of :!\fadagascar and othe1· portions of the earth. It is our duty 
to watch and pray that all impediments may every where be speedily re­
moved ;-fo1· these heathen lands, as much as any othe1·, are included in the 
inhel"itance of the Son. But how different at this moment is the condition 
of J ndia ! There, we are met by no thundering edicts of a Celestial l<~mpero1• 
_to sca1·e us away from its sho1·es,-no exterminating decrees of a capricious 
Madagascar savage to expel us from a tenitory ah-eady partially possess­
ed. Every harbour along its extended coast i!1 thro\vD open for our 
reception :-every province, every city, and every village to its utmost 
boundaries, prepared to tolerate, if not to welcome, our Gospel ministra-
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tions. O,•p1• the whole of that region of morn) dnrkness, stal,le anti 
uncontrollable powP1· presi1lts ;-and t.hat is the power of a Christian 
monarchy. Tliere Chri~tian 1('11\'ernors legislate; Chl'istian judges a111l 
magistrates ,lenee justice; and Christian captains, wielding the swor1l 
of power, p;uarantee security of person and of property. All, all conspire 
to open up a free an1l unfetterrrl course to the herald of the C1·oss; mul 
serve to throw o,•er him a broad anti im•ulnernble regis. How are we to 
interpret the finnl rause of such a state of things? Surely, if ever Jehovah 
spoke hy infallible sig-ns throug·h the leadings of His prnvidence, it is here 
that He h:is uttered Mis ,•oice-and the announcement of the oracle seems 
to he:-" Heholt!, without any forethought, cost or trouble, on your pa1·t: 
behold, the key of A~ia is placed in your hands. A doo1· great anti ef­
fectual bath been opened there for ,·ou :-enter ye in, and take posses­
sion of the la111I. If India has been allowed to continue for ages the 
theatre of one of Satan·s mightiest triumphs, it is only that, in these lat­
ter days, it m:1y become the theatre of one of his most disastrous defeats. 
If, in the pride of sinful i111lrpentle11ce, I n1lia has long refused to yield 
allegiance to llim who, on Ziou's holy hill, has heen anointed King and 
Go\'emor of the nations, it is only th;tt,-when m:11le capti,·e and willing 
in the day of His power a11d merciful ,·isilation,-she may enrich and 
adorn, wilh more than the spoils of orient magnificence, the triumphal 
ca1· of the conque1·ing Immanuel." 

In order still farther to exhibit and enforce the duty of the H1·itish 
churches townrds ln11ia, let us endeavour to illustrate, hy analogy, the 
striking peculiarity of its present position, from its parallelism with the 
mo~t remarkable epoch in ancient history, 

What was the history of the world hetween the flood and the coming 
of Christ? \Vas it not a history of the 1111-setting an1l down-putting· of 
kingdoms;-until at length, a power ai·osP, great, and mig-hty, and ter­
rible, anti exceedinl!,' strong, which grnnml into atoms the l<ing·1loms of the 
earth? After a!l'es of conqut>st anti of bloody strife, the Roman emperor 
was enabled to proclaim nnirersal pt'nce; a111l in token thereof.~!,,,/ the 
temple of Janus,-the opt'.// iratcs of which so long bespoke to the eyes of 
every Homan citizen that wnr hat! not cease,! to co11\'11lse the 11ations ! 
"Then," say our hi1,Jical Cl'itics and ecclesiastical historians, "Then, 
was the fulness of time ;-m11l then did the hosts of heaven, commissioned 
on the joyous euaml, ann11unco the :ulvent of the incanwte Deity.'' 
\\'hat, in like manner, we would ask, has heen the history of l11dia fo1· 
the last three thousand years? What hut a history of the up-setting and 
down-putting of kingdoms? At one time, divided into a tho11san1l petty 
States, scowling defiance at.each other: here, the panicide, basely usurp­
ing the father's throne; a11d ther<>, the fratricide, wresting the lawful 
crown from his hrutl1ers. At another time, split up and parcelled int(, 
groups of confederacies,-cemente«l hy the bond of indomitable hate,­
and leaving the retaliation of fell revenge as a legacy to thei1· children's 
children. 1\ fte1· ages had rolled tlieir co1n·se,-i11 the tenth centurv of 
the Christian em-our eyes are turnetl away from the interior to the far 
distant north. There, the horizon i~ sren thickeni11g with lurid clouds, 
that roll tl,eir dense masses along the trouhled atmosphere. S111lde11ly, 
the tempest bursts; and one barbarian com1ucror issues forth after ano­
ther. At length, the p;reatest and the mig·htiest of them all,-from the 
hyperborean regions of Tartary, from the gorges of the 111di;rn Caucasus. 
-descends upo11 the plain;; of poor unhappy I utlia,-proclaiming himself· 
the scourge of God, and the terr01· of men. II is path is like the red 
lightning's course. And s11ecdily he hlasts the flower of India's chivalry; 
and smites into the dust he1· lonlly confederacies. Her villages, 11111I 
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cities, and temples, and l'alaccs, lie smoking in tl,eh· ruins. Thrnugh 
fields of ca1·nage, 1111tl i-ive1·s of l,lood, he hastens to grasp the scepti·e of 11 
universal lmt transient dominion. All India is made prnfusely to bleed; 
and, e1·e her old wounds a1·e healed, all India is made to bleed afresh. In 
swift and destnactive sul'cession new imperial dynasties spriug up out of 
the blood and ashes of the old. 

Such is the melancholy epitome of India's tragic history for nearly 
three thousand years. Oh! how clitferent the scene now ! About two 
hundred yea1·s ago, a hand of nee,ly mlventurel's issue fo1·th from this our 
natil·e land,-from this, one of the 1·emotest islets of the ocean ;-1111d 
they sit down in peaceful settlements 011 India's fertile shol'es. By a 
strange and mysterious tli~pensation of l'l'ol'idencP, these merchant-sub­
_iects wern 1lesti11e1l to become sovel'eis:n pl'inces. 111 oppo:;ition to thei1· 
own expresse,I wishes-in direct co11trn1•e11tio11 of the imperative mandates 
of the British l'arliament,-1listi·ict was added to district, a111l province 
to prn\'inc,•, anti l<ing-tlom to kiug·ilom, till at length all India lay prnstrate 
at the fcl't of llritaiu. During the tu·,·h·c .'fear,· precl'clinf\· that which has 
/a.,./ terminated, for the first time i11 tlrn course of thirty centuries uuin,r . 
. wt! 1w11n• ,li,L rl'ign in l111lia ;-a111l if there were a thousa111l temples of 
Janus there, the thousand temples might then he shut. \Vlw now cau 
r·esist the iuforence which analoi;-y supplies? \\'ere the Roman legio11s 
commissio111•d liy an overruling l'roviclence to break ,Lown the harriers to 
intt>rcom111uni1111 l,etween the stalt!s, a111l nations, a111l kingdoms of Anti­
quity, to pl'epal'e the way for the amhassatlors of the Cl'o,s to annouuce 
the a,hent of the Pl'ince of Peace? i\1111 ha,·e not the llriti.;h legions 
heen co111missio11ed in ou1· day, by the same ovenuling Providence, to 
L,·eak ,Lown the barriers to inten·o1111111111ion between tl,e tribes, a111l states, 
a111l principalities of Hindustan? Have they not levelled mountains arul 
fille,I up valleys,-to p.-epare a higlmay for the heralds of salvation who 
proclaim the messag·e that ougl,t e1·c1· to fall upon the sinner's ear morn 
t·11chanti11g far than the softest, sweetest strains of earthly melody? 
Ought we trhen to have shut 0111· eyes, and to have steelccl our hearts 
ngainst au opportunity so favoural,lo for l.'xtentli11g tl,e houndaries of the 
Redeemel''s kingdom? If we did, what ought we to hal'e anticipatt•,1 ,h 

the necessary consequence? What, l,ut the usual l'etribution, --el'ell the 
remol'al of the tl'ust that had hcen 11e14lccted or abusetl? Anti did it uot 
seem, ahout a twelvemonth ago, as if the Divine palienct! had been 
t1xl,an,ted, a111l the knell of British conuection with I 11,lia hail been l'tlllO' 
out? While all wel'eshonti11g their 111•ans of triumph about the 011111ipo~ 
tence of llritish sway, and the passi11;;· of li>gislative enactments that were 
lo co11soli1late and perpetuattJ our empirn ;-lo, in a 1110111e11t, in the 
t\\ inkling of a11 eye, the tidings l'eachcd us from afar, that, within, a 
mine of discontent was ready to explode in 11nive1"sal rehellin11; and that, 
without, enemies 011 e1·e1·y si,le were marshalling their forces, to- seize 
upon the spoil! Eve1·y one looked l'"le. For uo one knew whethe1· the 
uext inlelli;;ence might not bi.', that the pmucl fabric of Bl"iti~h power 
l,ad suddenly ,li,,oh-ecl,-likc the apparently massive walls and tuneted 
hattlement,; of the clouds hefore the hlast of the north wiucl. Hut of 
late, the prospect has once more hrightcnetl. \Vhen the denee was about 
to go forth, " cut down this unprntitahle connection between Britain and 
the millions of I ndia,-why does it continue to blight a111l withel' the best 
iuterests of that mighty people ?"-it woul,1 seem as if the J\n.rel of the 

·co\·em111t had interposed, sayinir, "Sp;u·e, oh spal'e, a little lo~1ger; ancl 
sec whcthe1· this hithe1·10 pl'ofitless connection be 11ot yet improved for 
the gra111l e111I fol' which it was instiluted aud desigut>tl,-cveu the esta­
hli,hmcnt of that kingdom of rightcou~ne~s, th;1t shall 11e1·c1· be mol'ed." 

~1 E 2 
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And now, that the period of stewardship has, to all appearance, been 
prolonged, shall we, by again wrapping up the talent of the national 
guardianship of thnt distaut realm in a napkin, once mo1·e provoke the 
Almighty in His displeasure to deprive us altogether of the trust? Now 
is the act time for diffusing the light of the Gospel th1·ough the length 
anti breadth of India. Say not that we have not means. The wealthy 
have the means in abundance, and to spare,-if they had only the large 
Ch1·istian heart to communicate. The poo1·est have something; even 
the widow has her mite, and if she have not, she has her closet ;-and 
thence, in communion with all the saints on earth, may thousands of 
praye1·s be made to ascend into the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth, 
more grateful and more acceptable far than the incense of a thousand 
sacrifice~ offered upon a thousand hills. Shall we then refuse to redeem 
the time-refuse to employ the means, now placed so abundantly within 
our reach, of extending the renovating principles of the Cross among the 
millions of our fellow-subjects in idolatrous India ?-India, which is link­
ed to so many of us by being the temporary home or the pe1·petual grave 
of beloved frien1ls !-India, which is linked to all of us nationally, by be­
ing the brightest diamoncl in the British crown! Oh! if we neglect 
such a golden oppo1·tunity of advancing the cause of the Divine Redeem­
er, how shall we be able to stand before t.he bar of heaven, and plead 
guiltless of the blootl of the perishing millions that now lie conquered, 
prostrate, weeping at our feet? Surely, methinks, this awful 1·esponsibi­
lity ought to parnlyse into weakness many of the best-laid projects of life, 
and crush many of its busiest occupations beneath the weight of an 
oppressive burden. J\:lethinks it ought to introduce the pall and the shroud 
into the garest of our noisy revelries; and, like the handw1·iting on the 
wall of the palace of Babylon, s111ldenly freeze the flowing current of our 
festive excitements. Methinks it should follow us as an ever-present 
tormentor into the solitary chamber; and render restless and feverish 
the repose of night; and hi1unt its fleeting visions with image~ of terror 
more alarming than the fabled ghosts of the murdered ! Oh ! if it do 
not, rest assured it is not fo1· want of a cause more than adequate. 

But why should we appeal to duty and responsibility alone? .. J,y not 
to the exquisite enjoyment experienced by those who know and value 
the privilege of being fellow-workers with the Great God Himself, in 
advancing that cause for which the world was originally created, and for 
the development of which the world is still preserved in being? . \Ve ap­
peal to all present who have basked in the sunshine of the Redeemer's 
love, whether the enjoyment felt in promoting the great cause for which 
He died in agonies on the.cross, that He might see of the trnvail of His 
soul and be satisfied,-be not inetfahle? Oh! it is an enjoyment which 
those who have once tasted it, would not exchange for all the treasures 
of the Indian mines ;-for all the laurels of ci vie success ;-for all the 
glittering splendour of coronets. It is a joy rich as heaven,-pure as the 
Godhead,-lasting as eternity ! 

In the midst of troublous times, when the shaking of the nations, and 
the heaving of the earthquake that may ere long rend asunder the 
mightiest empires, have commenced, what stay, what 1·efuge, what hiding­
place can be found like the faith and hope which are the stronghold of 
the righteous? They whose faith has been firmly planted on the rock 
of Jehovah's promises, can look acrnss the surges of the tempestuous 
ocean to the bright regions that lie beyond. Yea, should still greate1· 
dange1·s rise, and greater terrors frown, and days of greater da1·lrness fall 
upon them ; oh, is the1·e not enough to cheer and exhilarate their spirits 
in the believing contemplation of the latte1·-day glory? Think of the 
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eRrth, as it now is, l'ent with woe and burdened with a curse : think of 
the same earth, in the radiance of prophetic vision, converted into glad. 
some bowers,-the abodes of peace and righteousness. View the emvire 
of Satan, at present fast bound by the iron chains of malignant demons 
that feed and riot on the g1·oans and perdition of immortal spil'its. Be­
hold, from the same da1·k empire,-in the realization of prophetic im­
agery,-the new.clad myriad11 rise, chaunting the chorus of a renovated 
creation-the jubilee of a once.groaning but now emancipated 11nive1·se. 
Over the slaughter of undauuted heroes, and the smoking ruins of some 
citadel that long held out as the last asylum of a country's indepen. 
deuce, poets have suug of freedom's shriek. Ove1· the fall and ruin of im­
mortal spirits, and a world dismantled by the fall, we mig·ht covet the 
tongue of an angel to tell of c1·eation's shriek. But ,m1·ely with an 
ecstasy of feno111· might we long for the voice of an archangel to 
celebrate c1·eation's ahout of joy 01•er n world of sinne1·s-sa1·ed-resto1·ed, 
thl'Ough grace, to lig·ht and liberty. Oh that the blessed era were g1·eat­
ly hastened ! Oh that the vision of that mitred minstrel who e1·ewhile 
suug _so sweetly of "Greenland's icy mountains, and luclia's coral 
stran,I," we1·e speedily realized !-that glorious vision, wherein, rapt into 
future times, he beheld the stream of Gos11el blessing·s rise and gush and 
rnll onwards, till it embraced every lanll aml circled every shore ;-aye, 
till, " like :, sea of glory, it spread from pole to pole." Evc!n so, Loni 
Jesus, come quickly; even so. Amen. 

Vl.-Tlte Banaras Translator and Dr. Griesbach. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Obsene1·. 
DEAR Sms, 

"One of the Translators," in his reply to me, has questioned 
the accuracy of my statement relative to the fact of Gries­
hach's system being disputed by the must eminent orthodox 
Biulical critics of the present day. From the contemptuous 
ni.u1111~r in which he writes of Dr. Bloomfield, ( a man whose 
learning is generally acknowledged to be pre-eminent,) I du 
not suppose that he will gi\'e mnch heed to the following 
extracts. Others, however, may give heed to them, and they 
will learn from them, that some no mean men, both in Eng­
land and 011 the continent of Emope, a1·e at variance with 
Griesb,1ch in his system of recensions. 

l n the JH'eface to the first edition of Dr. Bloomfield's New 
Testament we have the following parngrnph and note : 

" ~nd here the Editor [Dr. B.] must avow his total dissent, though 
not from the Canons of Criticism professedly acted upon by Griesbach 
in his editiot1 of the Ne1v Testament, yet altogether from the sy,yfem of 
Rece11sw11.v first promulgated by him, and founded, as the editor appre­
hen,Is, upon a misapplication of these canons. The perpetual, and, 
for the most part,. needless can ceilings', and alterations of all l<inds, 
introduced by Gnesbach, evince a temerity which would hare been 
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hi1-:hly censurable even in editing a p,-o.func write!'; but, when made in 
the sacl'ed \'olume, they i111•olve nlso a chal'ge of i1·1·eve1·c11ce fo1· the book 
which was inteuded to make men 'wi~e unto salvation.' In most 
1·es11ects the Pditol' coincides with the views of Matthaii ( whose edition 
of the N. T. is pronounced by Bishop Middleton to be fa1· the best yet 
seen), anrl, in a great measure, with those of the learned and indefati­
gable Scholz. 

* "In justification of these, [the cancellings], it has genemlly been 
11rge1l, that the words, phrases, 01· clauses, so tlu·own out a1·e glosse­
matical, and thel'efol'e spul'iou;;, On this point, howevel', the pn:seut 
edito,· is entirely at issue with the Griesbachian School; aud he has 
much pleasure in 1·efel'l'ing his 1·eaders to a mastedy Commentatio by 
C. C. Tittman de Glossematiss N. T. l'ectc i11vestiga111lis, (at p. 501 
s11•t· of his Opusc. Theolog. Lips. 1803;) as also an able and instrnctive 
Dissertation of llol'nemann de Glossematis N. T. cautc dij udicandis, 
Lips. 1K30, who there completely l'efotes the !'ash assertion of \Vassen berg, 
in a Vissertation on the Glossis appended to Valch-Scholia ad N. T., a111\ 
ably distributes these pretended lilosses under fire classe~·." 

In the second edition we have the same sentiments repeated 
in the following words :-

" To pass on to the text itself,-it will be found, with a few excep­
tions, the same as in the preceding edition; and with l'eason ;-since 
the editor's opinions, as to tire origin and character of the Grei:sbachiau 
text, are, afte1· much further 1·eseal'ch, precisely the same as before. 
He is still fir111ly persuaded, that the most ancirmt i\lSS. of the \I' csteru 
and Alexandrian family, do not present so pure a text, as that of some 
comparnti~·ely modern ones, of the Consta11tinopolita11 fa111ily; and re­
presented, with few exceiitions, in the invaluable Editio l'rinceps, for 
which we are indebted to the munificence of cardinal Ximcues. In 
short, he hus no doubt that the texts of the first ruentiunc,I ;\)SS. ,1·prc 
systematically a/ic,-ed, for various reasons, by the early llihlical critics: 
thus exemplifying what Loni Bacon says (de A11g111. Scieut. i. !.I), 
that " the must corl'ectecl copies are co111111only the least correct·'." 

·x "011 this important subject the author refers l,is rc:11lcrs, fc11· proofs 
and particulars, to the learneJ l'rolego1uc1rn of I'rnf. Sdwlz, to his critical 
edition of the New Testament with various readin,;s, now in progress, 
and on the point of being completed-the result of a CJUartl'r of a ceu­
tury's unweariecl labours in collating '.\ISS. in every part of Europe,-a 
mouument of diligence and e1·ut!itio11 rarely surpasse,l, ancl b_v wl,ich 
he has lai1l the Christian world 1111,lcr greater 0Llig·atio11s lhan any 
critical editor since the time of the illustrious \Vetstein. See also the 
ahle and instrnctive l'rnlegomena to ll11gster's l'olyglott, by l'rnfessor 
Lee.'' 

As the Banaras Translatol' has placed Horne in an honor­
ahle niche in his temple, pcl'haps he will give heed to the 
followi11g cxlract1; from th,lt laborious man's cxcl'llcnt l11-
truductio11 to the study of the Scriptures, and ht• will learn 
from him that othcl's bc;;ides Dr. Bloomfield have diffned 
from Dr. Griesbach, and that crcn Horne himself diffns from 
him. 

" The system of rcccrr~ions, above pro11osc,l hy Bcn;{el a11cl Semler, 
;,1111 complctc,I hy the late c·clehrnte,l critic Dr. (;ri1•sbad,, has l,ccu 
:rnhjectcd lo a ,·cry severe n itical ordeal; and has becu furn1iclably 
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11ttacl<ecl on the continent hv the late 1\1. l\Iattha•i, anil in this country 
by the Rev. lk l,anl'ence, ai11I the He,·. 1"l'e1lel'ic Nolan. 

"The last system of l'ecensions which 1·emains to l,e notice,l is that 
of the llev. T. Nolan. It is devrloped in his" luq11i171 inln the i11fr,q1·itJ/ 
<!.f the (h·cek Vul!J11f1• or 1·ccei11('(l frrl of t/i,• J\'m,i 1'estamm1t, in wliidt tlw 
Greek m111111sc1·i11ts arc nrwlJt da.vs1•tl, lh1• intr91·it,11 of the a11thorized le.rt 
1•i11dic11trd, 11111l tlte rnrio11.v 1'Ntdi11,qs /men! lo thri1· m·igi11 (th·o .. London, 
1815.) That inte~rity he has confesse,lly estahlishecl by a ~eries of 
11roofs nnil ronnE'cted arguments, the most ,lecisi1·e that can be reason­
ahly desirE'd m· E'xprcted. 

" We may the1·efo1·e safely :11lopt the syst~m of recensions propose1l 
h,• l\lr. 1".olan in pref1•1·1•nce to nny ot.he1·: not only on 11ccount of its 
ci,mpreht'n~in•nes,-;, bnt also h!'cause (indepE'ndantly of its inte1·nal con­
sistt'ncy, an,l the historical i.rrounds on which it is r,rr,/11si1•d!/ lrnilt), it 
mnhrac,•s the 1lifferent s,·stems to which it is op1,ose1l, an,1 reconciles 
their rPspectil'e circum"t;inc!'s. But, notwithstanding the strong-we may 
ad,I, indisputable-claims to p1·ecedence which his system of recen,ions 
IH•sspsses, it is g1·eflil.11 to be feared that the cla8sification of recension~ 
p1·oposed hy (:rit>sbach has ohtained such a i.rene1·al rel'eption as will 
11rHent the adoption of l\lr. Nolan's ~rst.em much beyond the limits of 
this country." 

Not having any of the writings of any of the German critics 
mentioned by the Banaras Translators, I cannot say how fat· 
they either agree with m· differ from Dr. Griesbach; hut I 
happen to have the edition of Stuart's Commentary on the 
Romans which was published in En~land with the recommen­
dations of Drs. Smith and Ilendel'son. In this commentary 
Dr. Stuart says : 

" I am grieved to add, that Griesbach, in attempting to account for 
the variation of manusc1·ipts in regard to xvi. 25, 27 has advanced sup­
positions not less visionary aml gratuitous than those of Eichhorn. 
This is the more to he wonde!'ed at, since Griesbach is not much prone 
to phantasies of this nature. The reader of Eichhorn is not surprised to 
find snch a conceit in him; fo1· a cl'itic who coul<l acid on the last 
twenty-six chapters of Isaiah (which he names Pseudo-Isaiah), to the 
gt>nuinc. works _of ~hat prophet, hecause the copyist happened to have 
rnom to ,pare in l11s parchment and wanted to till it out, may well be 
imaginrrl not to he incapable of making suppositions like those abo,·e 
related.'' 

I a111 not sanguine enough to believe that the above extracts 
will convince tl1e Ban{tras Translatot· that D1·. Griesbach's 
i;ystelll is disputed by some at kast of the most eminent 
orthodox Biblical critics of the present clay ; but I think 
others will be convinced by them. l think, too, that others 
"·ill come to the conclusion, that as thne arc i;o 111a11y 
eminent men in favor of the Tcxtus lleccptus, that nothing 
which it contain!! should he Olllitted in any trn11slation. lf 
the trnnslators really in their consciences helie1·e, that any 
passage is an interpolation, let them attach a mark to it; hut 
for the sake of others, who have consciences as well as they 
of Ba1111.ras, let the suspected worcls still appear. 
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I have no idea what opinion the Banarns Translator has 
formed of Dr. Judson and Mr. Yatrs. Others, however, 
think them both learned and good men. The latte1· has gh·en 
a place to all the " omitted passages" iu his trnnslations ; 
and the former, who (as I have been infonned) in his first 
translation into the language of Burniah, had been led to 
follow Griesbach, has seen cause to retrace his steps, and has 
retraced them. I fear, however, the Banarn.s Translator, in 
his present temper and spirit, will not be his imitator. 

I deeply lament to learn from the Translator himself, that 
though I ha\'e <letecte<l sixty-six omissions or alterntions from 
the received text in his translation, yet that I have not detected 
the ONE-FIFTH of the passages omitted and altered. I 
stated that I had observed more than I had noted down ; but 
I had no idea that I had discovered such a small proportion 
as a fifth only. Such a statement as this will, I think, 
prevent the Christian world (unless we except the Soci­
nians, who love Griesbach dearly) from eithe1· buying or 
using a single copy of any edition the Banaras translators 
may from this time send forth. I would advise them, there­
fore, to lay down their pens, or, like Dr. Judson (much to his 
honor), reti-ace theii· steps. 

Non;.-As the principal parties in this controversy hnve nnitedly agreed that 
it should come to a close with the present numher, and as all the parties have 
written, have been replied to, and replied again, we must decline all further 
communications on lhe subject, as little more can be said to edification.-En. 

VII.-Short Description of the Netherlands' Territory on the 
West Coast of Sumatra, 1837. 

BOUNDARIES, DIVISION AND POPULATION, 

(Continued Crom page 3H.) 

Having given in a preceding numheF a brief description of the origin 
of the Soekoes, we shall now proceed to the considerntion of the Malay 
form of government. This was founded Ly the before11amed fathers or 
partially modelled by them after the earliier institutions of theil· mother's 
first husband, Serie Maha Raja, under the direction of their father, Ijattie 
Bielong Pande. The immediate government of the people is committed to 
Panghoeloe& in civil matters, to Pagawes in spiritual affairs nml to Palau,ans 
or Oeloebalang& for the defence of the land and the maintenance of the 
right of Go\'ernment, whilst the nominal supreme power is vested in the 
bou~e of Manangk11bow, ( which however, as will appea1· hereafte1·, is not 
very material,) under three p1·inces, named Rajas, viz. 
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I, Raja Allam, sup1·eme commander. 2, Raja Haclat, chief of religious 
worshiv. 3, Raja Hacl,1t, chief of the manners. The fil'st had his sent at 
Paggerroegong, the seconcl at S1Jempoe Koedoea, and the third at Boea. This 
division conesponds pretty nearly with the oue p1·oduced in the fable, 
the powe1· of these p.-i11ces was principally nu1i11tained through the influ­
enceof the thl'ee pl'iucipal distl'icts of Tona Datar, 1'oenlwe, Nmitoen,qie, the 
thl'ee pillars of suppol't, named Soengie 1'rap, Soel'ocasso and P11drmg Gun­
ting. The chiefs of these places ,uhject to the princes of Ma11.a11gk11bow, 
exercised the chief autho1·itv in 1'orrn D<1t111·, and were named D11toe Pa-
1111mty11 die S1,e11gie Tr"JJ, batoe Tudamo die Soe1·ocas.YO and Toean Kallie 
die Padang Ganting, 

The power of the Manangkabow p1·inces ove1· the people 1,as however, 
never been considerahlc, their powe1· uut reachi11g beyond offaing relief 01· 
shelt.e1· to uuhapp)' people or to those p<'rsecute1l by the law, or as arbi­
trators hetween 11uanelling parties, Fi-um this it appeal's that the real 
power 01·er the people rested witb the Soekues, this will more clearly 
appeiu· from the followiug example of the anaugements of one of the 
provinces. 

At ,lla/oe,1, a small pro,·ince in the highlands with a population of ahout 
3,000 souls. There nre found three Soekoes, viz. Tjicni1190, SieTco,,11/"1119 
nnd T1111djrmg. These three Soekoes or trihes are further divi,ied iuto 
ninety lesser trilies or families, named Ba:rtpl'a/.v. The government of all 
the abon• named µreatrr aud lesser trilies consists of 

3 Panglwetoe.~ Soelcoe l t 11 . . 1 ff . 
90 Ditto, Breapi·oets j u1· a c11·1 a airs. 

3 l'agawes,} 
3 Imams; for spiritual matters. 
3 Chatips, 
3 Patau·ans, fur the defence of the country and the mainten,mce of 

civil powe1·. 
To the Panglioeloes, their revenue secured from Taifam11,Y, Dando and 

Setlie, heing a certain fine fo1· dcci<lin~ rlifferences 11111! fines al'isi1w out 
of the l'iolntions of customs. The I111rw1s arid Clia/ip,1· draw the Zalad 
Pi£'/1•a, Sedeka oepa kawiag, OPprt S11ra, oepa Ta/ii aml 1Hc11,11111/jir, ko,·,m, 
heing acconlin11; to the konm thei1· fixed annual rnllt•ction fur lhe;r in•;ome 
(2.} hy 10 id.) for each perso11, for ch\'Orce and pra)'l'r, fees for the clead, 
1,11d for giviug instruction in the Qu,·,.irl. The P11/11w1111s sh,1re ahout oUP­
thii·d of the Income with the Panglioeloes. 

All civil differences are first deci1led by the Prmghoelors B,eoprorts, hut 
parties 11ut satisfied with th<'i1· decision, appeal to tht• Prmglrreiue Sor,koe, 
,111d if his judge111e11t is not sati,foclury, a11 11ppeal is made to the Jil"f'l'"t, 
which is a council of the chiefs of the provinces. If satisfoctio11 is nut 
fomul there lhe ap]Jli1·a11ts procp,•cl to the rig·ht of the stro11g·est, named 
l'r""!J Bator•, which g1•1ll'rally puls an end to the strife, afte1· one or two 
have liee11 killed or "0111uled; for the preve11tiun of fu1·ther accidents, the 
&uhject is settled hy disinterested pal'ties. 

On this footing the i1.ternal government·has been for many centul'ies, 
,vhen, if I am "ell informed, tli,se thiugs and especially the spiritual 
IIIHtte,·s were placed 1111der more equitable regulations and ohtaine1l gTeate1· 
sec,n·ily hy the i11troductio11 of the i\lultammadau religion, iu the yea,· 
1177; there having appeared at Oe!aklwn a certain ll1nl111n•.1et!ie11, dis­
ciple of Sheik Alidullah Arief, who had introduced the l\luhammadau doc­
t1·ine at Acheen from which place they spread over the eutil'C population 
of Ag11m Am,mg. 

:r~ ue it _is, howevel', that since the first appointment of the lladats, the 
or1g111:al_ tnbes o,f w(1ich the people consisted, !1aveexperience<l mauy changes 
anti d1v1s1011s. fh1s has anseu from an increase of population as well as 

VOL. I. 3 F 



3!)G lJestription of the Netherlands' Territory. [JULY, 

from religious diff"i•rences mu\ other circumstance~, in consequence of \Thich 
some separated th!'mselves from their mother trihe :11u\ for111e«l in different 
places, i11 the lii;:·h and low lands, small companit•s un,!rr different fo1·ms 
of govcrnnw11t after those of the chicftrihes, liu! 1\i1·el'ted according to the 
circumstanccs, n-1,id, caust'ti their removal, or were considel'ed necessa1·y 
for the maintaining of their socinl rights. 

Tl1es~ occ111Te11cc;; mny have exercised gre~t influence on the social i11-
slit11tio11s of the mother tri\Jt's, and may hal'e ,en~•l to ,li,·ide them from 
those of their forefatl,ers and to 11:i,·e to tlit•m lht! present in-egular 
apprarance, in which we fin,\ the internal mana;:·,·n1e11t of the coast. 

( )f Ll,e present form of government nothing can he said exrept that it 
is_ patriarchal, i11 which every memhe1· of society lias e1pwl 1·ights, and is 
l11s on-11 master, whilst he to whom the executi,·e powe1· is t>utrusted, is 
only comi,le1Td as tlie eltlest memher with no hi1d1er authority, tl,:,n to give 
the necr,;-ary explanations of llwir social institutions or usag·es, ( Hmlats) 
nor can he tlecitle :111ything- wilhout the g-eueral consent of the members 
of tl,e Society or their r<'prrs,•11\atives; and furl.her, there is demandecl 
:1111\ exµecll'<l of him proll'clion for the safrty of the nwmhrrs of the So-
1·iety, (of" hich he is the ll,•atl,) agninst all foreign power, in consequence 
of which it 1,f1e11 occurs, that when a l\lalay is ~pokeu to, 01· persecuted 
011 flCC!>lln~ of :in affr."', he al\\'aY~ fi11ds a defender in the Head of the 
soci,•ty or Soel,oe to wl;ich hf' L.-l,;ngs. 

'fl,is also is the cause of ~uch a numhel" of independent provinces, with 
different social instit11tions, 1diich are met with on tliis coast, nntl the 
gr .. at ,·:iric·ty wliich is in:,·odnced in the naming of the chiefs since the 
01 ig-inal in,,tit11tions, there !wing· now recognised, hesi1les those already 
u:1m,·d, J'11119 die porloeans, 1'11119hoelocs, Pll.<JflWe/1 all(! p,,/11wa11e, a great 
number of et her name,, \'iz., tlu~ S11/1,111 at /11drapw·11 a11d Jlloco llfoco, 
who has j/{r111k1,1) Hoemie-~ a111\ lll1111trie 11111lcr hin,. Rojas at. Oe/r,lclum 
anti l{emallie; l'm,!lc' r1n9.¥ at 1Jrnco11!e11; 1'11111on/jr1.~ over 'the entire coun­
try 1'm1g11!i11111 ; at l'ad:tng To~:111hoP~. Tliis titlti was formerly orrly 
gi1·en to pri11.,ipal prit'sts, hnt at )Jl'l'SC'llt the /'11119hocloes who ,tan,! in 
i111mctliate con11cctiun with lhe Nctherl:ullls' govt•rnruent, ha,·11 al,;o taken 
this appell:,tion. 

J[,,pella ],,ires arl' tl,e usual I'm1gltoeloe.s 8oelcoe, who b)• means of the Euro­
pean govcrnmeut a,sume a s11pl'e111,,cy 01•er their colleagues. The chiefs 
are ;,hrnvs ehosen from the lriuc of l'a119hocloes, and the !lignity descends 
to the n~phcw, if he 1wssl'sses _the necessary ability. . 

Jn fonue r c,· 111 nri,•s tl, e pnnc,•s of i111Lnm1glrn/Jow exerc1secl n great 
.~11pr1·11uu !I 111·er tl,t>si• 1lilfcrent princes and chie!_·s. The seats, where the 
thn·e iiirll'rent prinr~s or ~overnor~ wrre estahlished, were named Roema 
die ]{01'1/1,111, Roe11111 die 'J'rn9a, au,! R.nenm die Bochit, of which the first 
l11•lo1Ji.;e1I to lfoja Allan, Lhe secoml to Raja lladat, aad the third to Rnja 
Il:11\at.. ,\t p1Tsl'nt tl11~ first J.ouse only exists; tlHJ trilie of the second is 
entirely exti11ct; aml JJ.:~·11gar Schaah :ippoinled by us and now l'emovecl 
to 1111/fl'citt 1,don~s to the t rihe of Lhe lhil'd house. At that time he had 
1111 uncle, name,! Tot•a11ko Patta, who, according· tot.he inlanrl usage had 
mnrc title to sornt• power in the ~overitment than Bal{~gar Schaal,, and 
more so l,c•c:;11se IJpfore tlie re,·olulion of the l'arh-i~-Y, he wa~ ah-eady 
placed in the gonrnmcnt hy the people: he is since dP:11I. 

The income~ and profits of tl,c !'r11ices of ,1fwumglwl,ow were not_ 1•e1·y 
grrat; they h:11.l their own rice Eeld:, which were cultivate~ by the11· o,vn 
serrnnts or hi' criminals, whom tl,ey lwd pardoned hut who in consequence 
becan,e their ·sh1cs, (lt•r wl1ich they h;.,I the powe1· ;'.ccording to the exi~t­
i111-( c11,.\0111.) But tliPj' coul1I cla11n no drnllgcry from the people, with 
tl,e exception of the famishing of huil,ling materials, which howev~r was 
demanded iu a friendly ma1111er. lleijides they had the revenue ot tlu·ee 
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tolls, viz. E"l'ery ta•al'fllll'r was to pay fo,· evl'1·y k•ll'l,ow half a ~ililer, for 
a cow fo111· two-1w1111y pi1•ces, :mcl for 1n·ery loatl two tll'o-11e1111y phices, 
with the exc1•ptio11 of the 11:stl'icl~ of ,\'oe11_qie 'l'r!/p, Son·oca.1·.1·0 and l'mfo11_q 
(J1111tin9, who eujoyed thH pl'irilt'l-\·e of lieiug free from toll, as they were 
considerccl the pillars of the state. . . 

Orw of tht>stl tolls was p,tal,lish,•11 at Soc111pot' J{oedues, appPrta1111ng to 
the lirst p1·irwely house of Rnc111rr rlic /loed,1111, and one at lloewa, ap11er­
taini11g- to thci second pri11,•pl_1· ho,1,e. or lioe11m die T,,,1,qa, and one at 
l'agcr lloP_I/Ollf/, appertai11inl-\" to tl,e third pl'iucely hou,e or Roenw die 
Jlod"·t. Ht•,ides tli1·y had the revP111u• 01· trihutll of the statl•s of Siae, 
Dj,w,1,ie, R,,t!/119/rnrie, [11drllf/irie and l'alr-11,/,m,!J, from which placPs they 
r~c1•ive1l Pl'HY two anti a half years one chest of opium, or its l'alue in 
cash 01· gold. 

The irlt'omes which those princes, lq• contrncl with the E. I. Company 
enjoyed ,•very three years from l'ad"~'.IJ to tlw amount of ).000 rE"als 
(<!,000 µ;ilcle1·s) 1Tere ceded to the 1list1·icts of Swngie Trap and Soerar:asso. 

The ~,cpl:rnation of tl,c laws, the nature of crimes, ancl the application 
of puni,hn1t'11ts among the inlanilers of this coast, takes place accol'ding 
to the tlilfernnt ideas of the chiefs, and tht> particular institutions of each 
SIH'.iety, trietl hy the lladats according- to the tradition arul the pre,cribetl 
l'lll~s of I he korau, which they name Jlmlal l,ersa11der shera, and sliera l,er­
.~u,1der Hariflt, which means, the customs support the laws, and the hws 
eupport the customs. The d1•gencrntion which those customs howeve1· 
e,cperil'nce,l afte1· a lapse of so many cPnturi~s; the evading of the laws, 
whit·h was so easy, ar11l the too little powe1· of the chiefs, had so great an 
infl11e111·e 011 the moral state of the peopll', that they soon, and especially 
rl11rin!! the last Jifty years, foll to the lowest grade, so that a provision 
hecan,e n~ccssary for restoring- them. This provision was made; it 
oriµ;i,wt~d from peculiar circumstances, hut 1·eceh·ecl a wrong direction 
and became the source of uproar and distresses, which have existed fo1· 
more than thirty )·ears, and the eml of "hich cannot be seen. Force and 
oppression first, instead of mild reasoning was employed, and to this 
may be ascrilie,I the origin of that sect which have made themselves so 
famous 1111der the name of Paclrics, that a short deviation on their origin 
will not he out of place. 

A 1·ertai11 Naw ;\lcntjt! of A_g1m1, residing at Boel,iet krrmrwg, having 
ohtaine,l a hi;.d1<'r dt•gi-ee of ci,·ilizatiou than his compatriots, lamenterl 
the state of n1ol'ilis in hi~ country, anti being desirous of improvi11g· them, 
he unlered his peuple strictly to attend to reli,!!;ion with prayer and other 
prescribed ndt>s of the l\J 11hanrmada11 faith, forbidding at the same time 
gambling, cock-tig-hting, tl,e ch11wi11g· of opium, drunkenness and the use of 
tobacco; which was much exercised hy the inlanders even to l'xcess. The 
Ag11111cr"' were also at that time imme1·,ctl in the greatest ha,·barity ( now 
more than :w years ago), eren so far that they could not distinguish 
hetw1•e11 p1·1·parcd ancl unprtlpared spices, t111,ft was much in vogue, 
murder and stealing arul stilling human flesh were mere pastimes among 
th,,m. 

Thi! appoi11tmp11t of Toeankoe Nau Ren_je (the last word signifies learn­
ed or clnwr, he ,lied in l83~ at Jl1:ja11g, belonging to the L,ll'as Boelciet) 
was first accept,•1I in his own 1·ill11g·c anti furthe1· J)O\\"Prfully can-ied, 
~o stron~ el"t•n that he, to give a goutl 1c;xample, d!!prived his own mother 
of her liftl, h~cause she had privately madti use of tobacco, and acted 
contrnl'y to his prohibition. 

This unheaul-of cruelty frightened the inhabitants of the neighliouring 
,·illag-es, 11 ho iu consE"cp1euce timbrncecl thc1 new faith, and those who did 
not wish to submit willingly, were forced by arms. Soon after the whole 
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of Agam obeyed the new institutions after much bloodshed ; a priestly 
instead of a 11atriarchnl form of f!;Ol'ernment was then introduced into this 
country, and in l',·ery village a l'ad1·ic (divine) ,vas appointl'd to each 
village, "ho exercised the suprPme \'oice in the governmPnt. To distin­
guish these people from the 1111co11verted it was onlend that all of them 
be clothed in white. 

At the same time appeared a certain inhabitant of Lintow, Sie1loe 
!\loerrie11 who had studied divinity in Passamnn, situated on the coast 
near Padang, and P11ssama11. He joined with the second prince of 
Pngge1· Jlo,,jong or 11/,manglml,ow, Yan~ die Pertoean Nau llagoemae or 
sm·na11111d Yang· Tahat, he ma,le l1im observe the defects in the mo1·als 
and customs of the people of 'l'ana Datai· and ~olicited tlie consent of 
government to amt•ncl them strictly after the institutions of the l\luhamma­
dan faith. Thi, pri11ce not only accPpled tht>se prnpositions with readi­
ness, but insisted also that both the other princes, who were with him at 
the head of government, should t>mhrace them ; and at the same time 
orde1·pd the e11tire population of T,11u, ]),liar to submit them,-elves to the 
new rules, and to clothr thPniselres the same as the Agamm·s. 

Toeankoe l'assaman aft..rwanls dt>parted to his hirth-place /,in/ow with 
the full consrut and power of government, to introduce there and in 
other subon.linat(! plaees tl,e rulf's of the new ,loct rine. But here 
it was 11ot so readily accepted ; wherefore, to establish a goorl example, 
lie killPd with his (,wn har;ds a Pangkoc/oe whom he ha(! already 
met three times with a fi/,/.l,ting cock under his arm, and suffered 
J1im not to be buried. This measure made a frightful impression on the 
1·efractory people, who imml'tliately submitted themselves to him, with 
the exception of the 1listrict of T,mdjong Bm·oe/oc; this district pertina. 
ciously resisted his d•1ctrine, and i!uluced him to make wa1· with it, and 
bring it to obe(lience hr forcP. After this he solicited a meeting of all 
the princes anu grandee, of Tarw lJatar at J,otta Tc11gn, a1HI hal'ing col­
lected them he cau,Pil to ue jlUt to death ja11g die J,()1"/oerrn Haja J\:ano, 
J .. 119 die pertoean Il.aja Tallang, brother to the present hanished 1·t>gent of 
,1lanr111glwhow, ancl the ,;,on vf the ancieut pri:ice of Jl,foww.9iwl,ow, H11ja 
l\loe11inl{, declarin~ ll,rm to he heretic,, who had sinned agamst religion, 
because the lir,t had m:,de war with him at 1'aw{iong Haroclo1,, aiul the othe1· 
two had as,<isted in it. A gn•at dispute tl,en arose in the .isscmuly; they 
brgan lighting ancl se\'ei-al of the 11ohles of Pn,qger Rot'yony were ,vou111led; 
the retired prince Raja :\Joeuing, who could not be hurt accoruing to geueral 
opinion, and the unclP of the present removPcl regent, Raja Goempieta, also 
nameu Tolc'ankoe J';itta, escapeu, but hare since died. After this followed 
a war betweeu the l'adries and the Princes of T,ma Datar, in consequence 
of which the prince~ were 1wcessitated to quit the land and to save them­
selves 1,y flight. At this time Toeankoe Pa,saman must have made himself 
maste1· of a tlaughte1· of To<.>aulrne Moening; whom he probably married. 
llaja l\loeui11g went to Loi-1,oe Djarn/,;e, whilst the princes of both the 
other seats died ~hortly before. The 1·t>gent Bagal{ar Alam, son of the 
11rinces of the third seat, who is now remon:d to Batavia went to Padan,q. 
and his uncle, who was already elevated by the people to the thirrl throne, 
went to Ocl11klwn. Now the government of Tawt D11tar became entirely 
priestly; every village ohtaine1l a priest (Padl'ie) as head, who howel'er 
soon after commence(! to misuse the power which was enti·ustP.d them, 
as weli at Tami D1Jtar and Agam, and under the cloak of religion made the 
most arbitrary la"·s, whereby the people were prohibited the wearing of 
om11ments, the chewing of btetel-nuts a11d similar other things, in con­
sequence of which many more trespasses "ere committed, which by the 
11aying of fir,es gnve a la1·ge field to covetousness and self-i11te1·est. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
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VIII.-Urdu Version of t!te New Testament. R1:ply to tlte 
article of T. S. in the last number. 

To the Editol"S of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR SIRS, 

T. S.'s free and frank acknowledgment of his mistake in reference 
to the omission of John v. 4 is qnite satisfactory, and his sincere and 
11111·e~trained apology readily accepted. His mistake has been admitted 
into the official co1·respondi>nce of the Bombay Bible Society, but his 
acknowledgment and apology will set all right again. E1'rare Jmma­
num est. 

I should be unde1· great obligation to T. S. if he had com-inced me 
that John viii. 1-12 is not spuriou,, for the omission of this passage will 
consi<lernhly injure our version in the estimation of many. \,Ve have, 
as far as I recollect, not rPji>cted any passage which Dr. Griesbach has 
admitted into his text except thi~ which he has admitted with the 
mark of its being probably to be rejected. If we admit this passage, 
we shall h:ll'e Dr. Griesbach entirely on our side, and to stand and tall 
with him will always be honorable. As to i\ISS. the passage is 
wan! ing in all the old ones, except D; for G, is according to Scholz 
of the 10th, according to Griesbach of the 12th century ; H. is of the 
I Ith century, K. in which the relebrated passage constitutes a 
distinct character, is according to 8cholz and Hug of the 9th, and to 
Simon of the 10th century; i\l. is of the 10th century. Now T. S. 
allows that the M SS. of the 10th, 11 th, 12th and 13th centuries 
make nothing for the argument one way or other: vide page I Sa 
of the Observer. " D. is a very ancient and excellent codex, and 
if it contained no other apocryphal addition I would say the passage 
is doubtful, and we dare not omit doubtful portions of Scripture. 
These additions are not so very short and not mere glosses." 
I copy the remarkable :uldition of this Corlex to Luke vi. 4 from Dr. 
Olsl,ausen's commentary, vol. I. p. 382: Ti) avrii 71µ.,p~ e,a,nfl'-•vos -rwa ,p-ya­
f6µEvov -rii, ua./313&:rq,, ET1ro• czbTff', liv8pw1rE, El µ.Ev oIOa:s ·rl 1ro,ei's µ.o.fC&.p,os el, el Of 

µ.1/ ol6a,, bri1<a-rifpa-ros 1<a, 1rapaflifn1s ,T -rov v&1wv. In English thus: "On 
that same <lay he saw a man working ou the 8ahbath and said 1111to 
him, If thou knowest, man, what thou art doing, tl1ou art blessed; 
but if thou dost not know it, thou art cursed and a transgressor of 
the law." See 011 the meaning of this passage Rom. xiv. 5. Now 
this passage may he defen<led with nearly the same arguments with 
whirh T. S. and Dr. Bloomfield defend John viii. 1-li. It is not 
found in A. B. C. " but in estimating the value of their joint testimo­
ny, we ought to bear in mind that according to Dr. Scholz, &c. &c. (see 
the whole of T. 8.'s remarkable paragraph in page 183 of the Obse1·-
1Je1'} the passage was omitted by the Fathers because they feared that 
it would give countenance to Sabbath-breaking. '' The fabricated 
stories found in the apocryphal gospel are quite of a different cha!'ac­
ter, and are almost always founded on the most severe and ascetic views. 
And had this paragraph been of that character it would, I will venture 
to say, never have been omitted, or 1·emoved by any.'' " In short, all 
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the argumeuts put together, founded on internal evidPnce a!(ai11st thP 
authenticity of this parap:raph, will not counterbalance ONE which may 
be adduced.for it; uanwly, that wliile we can easily imagine why it 
should have bPen omitted, no tolrrable reason can be assigned why the 
story should have been fab1·icated at all. 

T. S. s:iys, " It is sai<l by Sta>udlin (quoti>d by 13loomfield) that the 
passage is found in most though not in all, of the most anl·ient l\l S8. 
of the most ancient versions. Such as the Ethiopic and Armenian.'' 
To this I oppose Dr. Tholuck's testimony. '' As to versions, the para­
graph is wanting in the oldest MSS. of thP Syriac, Coptic, Armenian 
(in which it is put as an appendix to the go,pel) and the Gothic." Dr. 
Tholuck is one of the most pious and able mPn of the prese11t age. 
He wa~ for ,everal ~·ears Chaplain to the Pru!'sian Embassy at Rome, 
where he had the best opportunity of inspecting ancient MSS. He has 
been twice in England. In short, Tholuck is acqu<1.inted with nea1·ly all 
the M8S. in the best European Libraries, and with the lang-uages in 
which they are written. The American scholars have expressed a wish 
that Tholurk should write a book on the history of the doctrine of the 
Lugos, bPcause the1·e is no other man living who has access to so many 
sources of information. I am personally acquainted with Tholuck, an(! 
it was chiefly through his recommendation anti that of Neander and 
Hengstenberg, that I became a Missionary of the London Society. I 
can never speak of these truly great men but with filial affection and 
reverence, ~rnd I am grieved when reproach is p11t upon their bright 
uames, not for their own sakes, but for the sake of the persons who 
do it. 

T. S. says, that " the passage is found in Tatian a11tl ,\ mmoni11~, 
Loth of the second <·entury ." See a detailed acco1111t of Tatian and 
his writings in Neandcr's Church History, vol. iii. 1131, &c. &c. and of 
A mmouius in the same work, vol. iii. 1183. I never learnt that these 
writers have the paragrnph, either from Griesbach, or Neander, or 
Tholuck or Olshausen. Dr. Tholuck sav~, '' ¼'e find the fast traces 
of this paragraph in the Constitntioncs Apostolic.D (towards the end of 
the third century) by Ambros. August. Hieron." T. S. ~ays in his 
first article, " \Ve wish we could afford spae;e to present our readers 
with the convincing defence of the narrntive hy D1·. Bloomfield, &e." 
A more unsatif'actory piece of criticism than that of Dr. l3loomtield 
on this passage I have neve1· met with. Augustine De Adulterinis 
Coujugiis ii. 7, says," I helieve or suppose (credo) that m,my have 
removed it from thrir copies." This is merely the p1·ivate opinion, per­
haps polemical accusatio11, of Augustine; but at't!!r this intlueutial Father 
had, in the 4th century, puhlicly stated his apprehension, the paragraph 
is not removed from the copies. This is merely a conjecture and sup­
position of an iurlividu:il; au,I if these shall have a11y weight in critical 
investigation I will venture tl,e opinion that thP story was fabricated an<! 
afterwards defended by the Carpocratiaus ! Now Dr. Bloomfielll gives tht: 
conjecture of Aug·nstine as an Ilistui·ic11l.fiict / So Augustine de Co11jug. 
Adu!. ii, 7, says, " that many .. , .. remo1ed it from their copies." Is it 
fair to state iu a hook, which professes to be a critical work, the belief 
or opinion of a man as an historic.ii fact? I am sure the simple state-
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ment of this fact will fix the charactc-1· of that a1-ticle. A greater jum­
ble of MSS. and v1•rsions and more anogant decision I have never 
seen. If I had time I would write a criticism on a work in which the 
spurious pm:sages are put in the text and proved in the notes to l:,e 
false, which is well calculatPd to establish Christian Brahmanism in the 
chmch. See i\latthew xxvii. 35; Acts. ix. 5, G; Hel:,. xii. 20, in that 
work. 

I can and will not Pnkr upon the discussion of 1st John v. 7. The 
pa~~age is now rE'jPcted 1:,y all critics of any name, an<l if we must wait 
till all agree, no n•form in any department could ue carried. This pas­
sage is no part uf' the oldest Protestant VC'rsion, namely, Luthcr's ex­
cellent translation. lie 1wver translated it or admitted it as long as 
he li,·ed. The last editition printed under Luther's superintendence 
was that of J;:,46, in I he pn•face to which he requests that no person 
will make any alterations in it. But this great and good man ha<l not 
been dead thirty yea:·~, wlu~n the passage w,1s i11terpolated in his Ger­
man tran~lation. The Wittt"11hPrg-f'dition remained true to Luther•s 
texL till 1G07. See Horne's Introduction, \'Ol. iv. p. 457. 

It remains 011ly for me to set T. 8. ri.~ht on my quotation of scripture. 
I see in my Ht>hn•,v Concordance that the injuuction ,oi-i ::i,n::i •1J ',10::in-t,1', is 
repeated.three times in the l'entateuch, viz Ex. xxxiii. 19; xxxiv. 26 and 
DPut. xiv. 21. The English authorized version has translat(•d it '' Tho11 
shalt not srcthe a kicl in his motlll'r's milk," but '1J is also understood 
by the Jews to mPan a calf. "ltajam R. Isaac idem putasse, '1J nori 
sign_ificare hoed111n, sed pullmn e.1: omni anirnaliurn gene1·e." As to 
meaning, Bochartus putat ... Mosen autem. lsl'ltelitis /we consuettt­
diiio: inte1·dirisse, quod crudele esset, si lac m(lfris quod l1oedo in nu­
ti·imentum datum est, adhibeatui· ad car nis ipsius con.rnrnptionern." 
Ro.1emnulle1·. I have quoted from memory; the Apostles have done so 
too; every Biblical scholar and almost every attentive reader of the Uihle 
knows that more than oue half of all the quotations in the N. T. are 
quotations from memory. See Home's I ntrodurtion, vol. ii, p. 28 l. Paul 
uses scripture in the same allegorical way ; for instance, see I Cor. 
ix. 9. For it is written in the law of Mose~, " Thou shall not muzzle 
the mouth of the ox that trE:adeth out the corn?" T. S. might ask, Are 
the miuisters of the Gospel compared to oxen? Is preachiug com­
pared to treading out the corn? What does the muzzling-of the mouth 
mean? Onrne simile claudicat. If T. S. deeply 1·egrels to see such 
a loose mode of quoting, and such a perversity in applJ ing Scripture, 
l,v one who lwars the honoure<l name of ;t transl:1tor of the word of God, 
he must also rfgret to see it clone uy the Apostles. I wished to convey 
to T. S. a serious admonition ; namely, not to run down great men in 
the Church to whom we are ~o much indebted, and who do not belong 
lo :iny country, as U1·. Bloomticld has done in the preface to his edition 
of the N. T.-1 like to see a man acknowledge that he is under great 
oulig·ation lo the great men whom the head of the Church raises up 
from time to lime. l cb re not. apologize for having quoted Scripture 
from memory, lest blame might be brought upon the New Te.tamcnt. 
If l have en·ed, my error is countenanced by the highest, that is uy 
inspired authority. 
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T. S. informs me that the fol'mer Editor of the Obae1•11et· would 
have subjected us to another sort of treatment than he has done. 
He has accu~ed us of error, of the corruption of Scripture, of the 
perpetration of an atrocity. I am at a loss to conceive how the former 
Etlitor could have expressed himself in stronger te1·ms of our offence 
of having tt·anslated the N. T. according to our own and not other 
men's conscieuces, and sold a first edition in a short time. We can put 
in the spurious passages whenever we like. 

I am astonished to hear T. S. complain of being treated harshly by 
me, when he has deliberately thl'own the fil·st stone at us, and is so very 
valiant in giving blows. I suppose he will have to thl'ow the last stone 
at us also. 

The P. S. to my last letter I am prepared to defend; it does not con­
tain an 1tnp1·01Jol1ed attack upon a body of :Vlissionaries. I hope it will 
do a great deal of good in one way ol' other. 

I nm now heartily tired of the coutrovt'rs:y because it is quite useless 
to rli~cuss such matters iu this couutry. \,Ve never intended to have 
don0 so ; but as T. S. came forward with such warmth, I received him 
in the same cordial manner. I uow propose that we give up the 
controversy for the present and separate as Christiau scholars. 

The first edition of our Romanized Testament is sold. So neither 
our publisher nor any bvdy has lost by it. We would immediately 
sanction and publish and sell a greatly revised and corrected edition, if 
our esteemPd colleague and beloved brother, Mr. Buyers were not ob­
liged to go home. We hal'e entrusted him with finally fixing the text for 
the version of' our !\Iission..\f.. He can in England confer with such men 
as Dr. P. Smith and Dr. IIeudcrson and others. \Ve are quite at ease 
about the final fate of our version. As long as we had the 1ixing of the 
text we actP<l according to our couscieuce and brst knowlPdge. ILl\·e 
we descrvrd to be charged for the conscientious discharg·c of an im­
portant public cluty with corruption of Scripture, \\ ith the perpetration 
of atrocities? If T. S. will cousi,lcr the subject calmly he will agTce 
with me. Does T. 8. mean to say that 1\"c should have allmitted pas­
s:igrs which we consider spurious ? 01· have left the trnnslation of 
the Scriptures altog<>ther alone? Or have left the fixing of the text to 
the Calcutta Auxiliary l3ible Society? If we be entrusted with the 
performance of ei•ery ministerial duty, why not with the fixing of the 
trxt? If we be heterodox men let the London SociN.y withdraw its confi­
dence from us. I have always prd'ened priuciple to expediency, and 

* n,· e cannot avoid calling the attentiou of our renders to the remark­
able position maintained by the Tmusli,tor in this paper in 1·eference 
to the determining· of the text. The tl'anslator ohjects to the decisions of 
the Bible Society and yet he will submil the fixing of the text to the Rev. 
\V. Buyers and Ors. Henderson au<l Pye Smith-so that the question 1·e­
solves itself into this: In which pa1·ty are the Church disposed to put 
the most confidence-the persons named, 01· the llil,le Society ; for that 
the text should he fixell is admitted by our corl'espondent, for if not, it is 
e1·i(le11t that ~hould our Bible fall into the hands of Unitarians and infidels, 
it will soon become a very small volume. We should not hnve been 
tempted to append tliis note, hacl not the controversy ceased in our pages 
with this numlJer.-Eo. 



18-10.] Urdie Version of tlte New Testament. 403 

ever will do so with the divine help. All the Pl'otestant Chu1·ches 
conside1· the O1·iginal Greek Testament authentic, and thei1· versions 
which differ from each other, of secondary importance. That popula1· 
versions should be made and conformed to, the best editions of the 
Greek Original, is a position too plain for proof. " This position 
there is a difficulty in maintaining on account of its exceeding obvious­
ness. To defend it is like trying to confirm a self-evident truth. To 
find argument is not easy, because an argument is something cleare1· 
than the proposition to be sustained." 

I take leave of the controvC'l'sy fo1· the present with the excellent 
words of my favorite Editor, the venerable D1·. Griesbach. 

At cnim vcro vcrbum Dci incertum redditur, si unicuique editori tex­
tnm sacmm refringe1·e licet I Ei:. qui ita sentiunt, respondeo, primum non 
liccre cuipiam quicquam mutarc p1·0 libitu. Nil mutatur, nisi quod 
mu tare jubcnt partim documenta et testimonia vetustissima ac fide dig­
ni~sima, pnrtim regulro critic.c cerlre, indubiis observationibus super­
structre, et a viris crilica:i artis perilissimis admissa:i et pro veris 
agnil.r .... Ncmo itaqne verbum Dei se defen<lere ideo jactet, quia 
tcxlum Elzevirinnum tuetur. Nam .cquo jure ii, qui manuscriptorum 
codicum tcxtum dcfendunt, dicere possunt, verbi divini integritatem a 
sc propugnari contra corruptorum interpolationes. Si verl.ium Dei 
salvum cssc non potest, ni,i salvo textu Stcphanico aut Elzeviriano, • 
ubi, qu.cso, ernt vcrbum Dci ante procuratas istas editionc~? Immo 
ubi fuit ante tempora Erasrni et Complutensium? Nusquam profccto 
istis temporibus reperiebatur nisi in iis ipsis codicibus vctustis .. Ye1·buin 
lJei manet in a:ten1um-' Nee incertum fit studiis criticorum modera­
tornm atque piorum, qui unice id agunt, ut Deo auxiliante, quam 
possunt maxime, verbum divinum re<ldant certissimum. 

ONE OF THE 1'1lANSLA1'0RS. 
Bancfras, 12th June, 1840. 
NoTES BY T. S.-As it seems excee1lingly desirable that the matter of 

the Ul'llu ,·ersion of the New Testament should here cease anll cletem1i11e, 
J have been asked by the Editors of the Observer with consent of the 
write1· of this pape1· to append to it a note. I have only to st;1te fou1· pl'O­
positions. 

l. The Tran,.Jator has not shewn and cannot JIOssibly shew that the 
MSS. A. anil C. make for the omission of the verse~ John viii. 1-12. 

2. J\ccorrling to his own pl'iuciplc expresse1l in his fi1·st pape1·, that not 
the number but the antiquity of i\JSS. proves any thing, he oug·ht to ad­
mit the passage on the single authol"ity of the Codex D. seeing that it is 
admitted by all but unnnimous consent to be the oldest :\IS. extant. 

3. The Translator has not attempted to viu<licate Griesbach's giving T. 
as one of the l\JSS. that make against the passage, which 1 have asse1·ted 
to be " utte1·ly unfair." 

,1., The Translator has not ventured to allude to my rnmarks on his 
statement as to the connection of the passage. 

The vindication by the tnmslatol' of hi8 mis11uotation and misapplica­
tion of Scl'iptu1·e savo111·s more of the school of Semler and De \V etto 
than uf that uf Tholuck. Heganling the principle of al'commoclation 1 
beg to lie permitted to 1·ecommcn<l to hi,; most careful perusal some l,1 ief 
1·!.'nurks by Mo,us Stual't at the 1·•md11,io11 of hiij letter:; to D1·. <.:han­
ning. 

\"OL. I. ;j G 
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THE INTERCESSOR. 
" It is Christ thnt is risen ngain who is even nt the right bnnd of God, who nlso 

makelh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ'" Rom. 
viii. 34,35, 

'fHoucn clothed in majesty and might, 
And circled by celestial light, 
God re!ts upon his holy throne-
Blest thought ! he rests not there alone ; 
On his right hand a throne of gold 
Is held by one of mortal mould, 
lVho bends in love a listening ea1· 
The melodies of Heaven to hear. 
Yet calm his brow, and still his eye, 
Familiar sounds that minstrelsy; 
Fo1· well be knows that bliss inspires 
The music of those angel choirs. 

Ilut hark ! a mourner's cries ascend 
'fo him, our Saviour and our Friend . 

. Forward he bends-a Brother's ere 
Looks from the glory seat on high, 
And in a lowly cot he sees 
A weeping sinner on l1is knees; 
J\Jid all the burst of heavenly song 
ltaised by the "bright angelic'' throng, 
That still small voice of newborn love 
Sounds sweetest in the realms above. 

Soon Jesu leaves his lofty seat 
And kneels before his Father's feet; 
For e\'ery lamb his Spirit feeds, 
The watchful Shepherd swiftly pleads; 
"Father of light, oflove, of hope, 
Another wandering sheep is brought 
\\'ithin Christ's Fold, his pardon seal, 
The sorrowing mourne1.,s doom repeal. 
The Father smiles ! the mandate's given 
To light with joy the halls of heaven. 
Sun, moon and stan, creation's trnin, 
Swell with theia· song the holy strain. 
Sin tainted mortals ! can ye hear 
Man's soul is held in heaven so dear 
That hallowed Spirits bless the hour 
It yields beneath redeeming power, 
And yet cold as the darksome grave, 
Forget ye have these souls to save ? 
Think, 0 but for a moment thin!,, 
lVhile yet ye're hovering on life's brink ; 
Probe deep you1· hearts with searching t1ye, 
For time fast nears eternity. 
And if the canker worm within 
Still holds you in the hoods of sin, 
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Burst from its fetters-rend its chain­
Be free-and call on Jesu's name. 
O'er flowery paths, o'er fields of light 
His Spirit e'er will guide ye right; 
Each cloud of sin shall flee away 
Before the dawning star of day. 
And b1·ight as yonder setting eun, 
\Vhose measured course of glory's run, 
A radiance o'er thy path shall shine, 
B1·ightening as thy days decline. 

So shall the Christian's hour of rest 
Be bless'd in Thee-Sun of the blest ! 
And long thy glorious rays shall light 
The regions whe1·e shall end his flight. 
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fflidsiamn-n anlr lttligiaus lnttlligtntt. 

t.-:\hssrONARV AND EccLESIASTICAL l\IovEDIENTS, 

Since ou1· Inst the following movements have taken place in the .Mis­
sional'y circle. The Rev. I<'. ,vybro,v and Mrs. \\'ybrow have left 
Calcutta for Goruckpo1·e, the Rev. J. Wilkinson at that station being 
obliged to seek for health in a change of clime. We sincerely re~ret 
1\11'. \\'yb1·ow's depal'ture from Calcutta.-The Rev. \V. Glen has left 
for his station at i\loorshedaba1l. !\Jay the Lord bless him in his wo1·k. 
-The Rev. Geo. Pickance, formerly of the General Baptist. Communion, 
is a candidate fo1· holy orders in the Episcopal Church, 

~--HINDUISM AND VEDANTISM l\hsSIONARY, 

The genernl impression is that Hinduism is Anti-missionary and 
unambitious of com·ersions. This may be applicable to the system but 
certainly not to individuals. The brahmans have ever been zealously 
employed in propagating thei1· tenets amongst the numerous hill tribes 
of India, ancl in many instances with complete success. Their efforts 
and success are much more extensh·e than we a1·e at present aware of, 
and it behoves Christian people to be up and doing amongst the hill 
1>eople before they be converted from Deism to the idolatries of the 
country. The last and most novel movement on the part of the Hindu 
is that of the Vedists. They have, we understand, <letermined to send 
out i\Jissionaries to preach the doctrines of the Vedas amongst the peo. 
ple. They also design to establish a pa,shala for the vernaculars in 
which the Vedas shall alone be taught. This even is good; it will 
sene to set the lethargic minds of the people at work-which is a great 
end gained, 

3.--EDUCATED ANn \VEALTHV NATIVE YouTH. 

The number of well-educated and wealthy Hindu youth in and about 
Calcutta is now very considerable, and the question which seriously 
suggests itself to a reflecting mind is, what part will they enact in the 
promotion of their country's welfare when they attain to the rights of 
m:rnhood and heirship. This is a fa1· more serious matter than it muy 

3 0 2 
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appear to a superficial obsel'\'el'. These young men will in a few yem·s 
be the leading members of society-how will they !encl it? They will 
not, cannot follow in the footsteps of their less educated ancl more 
i1lolatrous fatliel's. They will douhtless aspire after the character 
of libemls; they will seek to imitate the habits of the western 
aristocracy-we wouhl fain hope theil' virtues. The circles into which 
they have I.Jeen thrown however almost destrnys that hope. Gambling, 
horse-racing, dinners, inebriation, and the like, are, we fear, too inti-
1nately bound up with their western associations to leave much room for 
the hope that they will be found taking the leacl or even aiding othe1·s 
in effecting practical reform in Hindu Society. \Ve would, if it wel'e 
Jlossihll', warn the rising race of Hindu gentlemen to eschew the associ­
ations of dissipated ;uHl infi1lel Europeans, strive to leave the low plea­
sures of even civilize1l lands fol' the higher walks of usefulness, and the 
mm·e improving and healthful connection of those who are in many 
ways proving themselves the friends of India. 

4-.-TeE Coo1.v REPORT. 

This document, so long sought by the press, has at length macle its 
appeannce. \\' e propose to analyze it fol' 0111· next issue. In the mean 
time we would rema1·k that it contains enough to startle even legisla­
tors bent on the revival of the sla1·e-trade, and develops the evils 
connected with the traffic in such a way as to induce in our minds 
the impl'ession that if its statements be fail'ly weighed, India will not be 
a nursel'y fo1· the future vassals of British slave colonies. \Ve p1·ay that 
England may not ad1l to the evils already inflicted on he1· colonies the 
a1lditional one of sel'ving the justly-blighted intel'ests of a me1·e handful 
of monied oppressors, by enslaving the before l1appy and free thoug·h poo1· 
hill tribes of India. 

s.-EFFORTS FOR THE ABOLITION OF TIIE CnARAK. 

,vhen the abominations of the Charak are before us, all al'e agog for 
its aholition; hut no sooner hal'e its sights and sounds passed away 
than it is forgotten until anothel' year revives oul' feelings and strength­
ens om· resolutions. So has it heen with other yeal's; we trust it will 
not he so with this. Let the friends of humanity collect infol'mation 
fol'm every quartel' 011 the suhject, and hand it 01·er to those inter­
este1l in the matter, and it will then be lil<ely to assume a more tangible 
form. \Ve understand a Committee has been formecl in Calcutta for 
this purpose, to whom we shall be happy to forward any clocuments 01· 
facts on the subject. 

6.-ScRIPTURES IN PF.RSIAN, 

The Old Testament Scriptures iu Persian so long under tmnslation by 
.Mr. Glen of Astrachan are now completed and in p1·ocess of printing. 
J\h-. G. has repaii·ed to Tabreez fo1· this purpose, that he may avail 
himself of the aill of the best Persian schola1·s in canying the work 
through the p1·ess. 

7.-TeE J\IoNTHJ,Y I\IrssrnNARY PRAYER MEETING 

was l,eld at the Baptist Chapel, Intally, last month. The a1ldl'ess 
delirel'ed hy Dr. Duff was chancterized by his usual energy and elo­
queHce. The points primarily a1lverte1l to were the present state of 
society in Ill'itain-the influence of infidelity, politics and popery on 
the masses; and the blessed effects of revivals-a most inte1·esting and 
stin-ing account of which was aJJ01"ded by the Reve1·end speaker, who 
hricl been an eye an1l ea1·-witness of some of the recent re\'ivals in Scot-
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l:nul. The ;uhlress was listenetl to by n deeply attentil•e and crow1le1l 
audience with the most intense interest. 

8.-PoPEHY AND PusF.v1sn1, 
It is with \lie sincerest regret we announce that Popcry io suc­

cessfully ch,)ating· nominal Protestants to !{h·e it theii· support to gain 
ascendancy 01kl! more ove1· tlw mintls of men, which it most assured­
ly lrns, fo1· ,luring the last month we have _re,_,1l that many of. the 
Jea11inu- membe1·s of professedly l'rotrstant pr111cq,les ha,·e subscribed 
to a f;ml fo1· the est,•blisl1111ent of an Vrsulinc 1\unnery in Calcutta­
amon"st whom are to be found members of council, ju1lges, cliurch 
office;s nm\ other equally prominent members of Society. Surely this is 
one of the signs of the times, and one too that should set all si11cere Chris­
tir. ris a thinking, and make them unite against the common enemy of 
heavenly trnth. But not only have we to reg1·et the spreacl of the influ­
ence of Popery, hut also the appearnnce :111d advocacy of its twin sister, 
Puse\'ism. This Pl'Otestant-Popery has found its way to India, and 
advocate,, we fear have sprung up for it in the very fountain of episco­
pal lenrning. Feasts and fast-days, rites, ceremonies, and externals 
are being put in comparison with the great truths of 0111· holy faith. The 
fathers are added to the authority of Scripture, an,\ the fundamental 
11rinciple of the Heformation, the Scriptui·es tlte 011/y rnle of tlie Christian 
.fi1ith, sappecl to its very base. l\lay there not be wanting men who shall 
be valiant to defend Christ's trnth, both from the open assaults of Popery 
without, ancl the insidious attem)ltS to bring the Protestant church into 
the bondage of Popery within. The Bishop of Calcutta desenes thanks 
at the hands of the whole church, for hin lucid and firm eXJIOSe of the 
errors which are mixed up "ith this IIP.W form of Popery, It is to be 
found in his last charge and will well repay a careful perusal. Ou1· 
contemporary the I ntelligencer republished it in his last issue. 

9.-TnE V111NA EXPEDITION. 

The whole of the expedition destiuecl for war with China has anin>1l 
in safety at Sing·apore. The casualties had been few; the troops were 
we'll am\ in high spirits. Nothing definite had transpired :is to the 
,!estination of the expedition: all is mystery as yet. Our l1ope for the 
spet!ily and bloodless tennination of the th1·eate11ing war is alone in Goel. 

10.-TnE CAI.CUTTA ScuooL BooK SocrnTY, 
The meeting· of the above Society for readi11g the report of the Com­

mittee for the last three 01· four years, was held at the Toll'n Hall on 
Satunlay the 6th of June. Sir E. Ryan presided and read the Report. 
\\' e gathe1· from the speeches deli,·ered on the occasion, that the Society 
}ias risen from its slumbers and is now about to take the lead in pro­
,·icling instruction for the youth of India-a resolution curious enough, 
since there are other societies in the field. While this has slurnbere<l 
and slept others have endeavoured to pl'O\'ide school-boolcs from which 
the Gospel shall not be excluded and 1·eferences to Christianity systema. 
tically opposed. The meeting itself heyond the reading of the Hepo1·t and 
a \'ery high eulogy passed by Sir E. Ryan on the late indefatigable Secre­
tary, Rev. ,v. H. Pearce, was destitute of interest as it regards the grand 
theme of educating the nati,·es of this country ;-the report of the 
meeting at least consists of little beyond a few complimenta1·y resolutions 
nnd speeches. 

11.-VERNACULAR SCHOOLS, 

During the last few months several ,·ernacular schools ha,·e bel!n esta­
blishecl by wealthy Baboos in different parts of the presidency, mul some 
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of the men educated in the public seminaries in Calcutta. This is ~o far 
a ~0011 omen. It shows a thirst for knowledge amongst the people, anll 
n desire on the part of some at least to afford it even at theh- own cost. 
,vhen will Christian people possess the means and disposition to establish 
through the whole country, schools in which that alone will be taught 
which can bless the people, the knowle1lge ofChrist-lrnowledge without 
Christianity will be no blessing. 

12.-REv. i\ln. TucKER's FuNEIIAJ, SERftlON FOR THE R~w. ,v. H. PEARCE. 

\l" e have been favorell with a copy of the excellent funeral discourse 
delivered by the Rev. F. Tucker on the occasion of the death of the Rev. 
\V. 1-1. Pearce. The author states that" the following Sermon was preach­
ed at the request of l\h-. Pearce's friends; an1l at their request it is now 
published. Its publication has been somewhat delayed in the hope that 
it might appear in the same volume with a Memoii· of Mr. Pearce: 
but as the Hev. \V. Yates, who is preparing the Memoii·, has found the 
quantity of the material for it larger than was expected, and the time 
required fo1· its anangement corisequently longer, it has been thought 
desirable to publish the Sermon in the interval. May the Lord be pleas­
e1l to make it useful !"-\Ve have neithe1· time or space in our p1·esent 
numher to do more than unite in the prayer of the esteemecl author, that 
the Lord may he pleasetl to make it useful, and to cordially recommend 
it to all our readers. 

The reason assigned for its puhlication in a separate form will also 
account for the no11-appea1·ance of the remainder of the Memoir of Mr. 
Pearce in the pages of the Obse,·vei·. 

13.-THE LATE CAPT. JosEPH R1cRARDSON. 
[\Ve are not willing that so worthy a disciple as Capt. Richardson 

s1,ould pass from amongst us without some notice appearing in the pages 
of the Observer,- nnd though it he late it is not the less sincere. We had 
hopecl to have obtained a memoir of this good man, ( for such he was) and 
full of the lloly Ghost. In the absence of other ancl ampler information 
we have extracted the following from the Intelligence1·. For such of 
our readers as may not have hail acquaintance with Capt. Richardson 
we would simply state, that he was attached to the Honorable Company's 
l\I arine, and for many years had the command of one of the pilot vessels, 
in which station he e,·er maintained a truly Christian deportment, as 
many whom sickness may have taken there can testify. He was a man 
who had become familiar with affliction, ancl to whom the Lord had most 
graciously rc,•ealed himself under many trials. \Ve regret the death 
of Capt. R. the more because he is one of the last of the first of those 
who aided mi5sions and the canse of Christ g-enerally in Calcutta, when 
such aid was needed indeed and not so re.idily afforded as now. l\lay 
Goll raise up many who in thei1· lives, shall as effectively glorify Goel 
as he did. an1l in cleath like him be accompanied to his burial by devout 
men of all grades in society.-Eo.J 

" Christianity in Calcutta has lost one of her most consistent children 
in the death of this excellent man. IJ e was called to his rest at Colombo, 
Ceylon, on the 9th April last, after long continued bodily sufferings, 
which he bore with edifying patience, looking for endless rest, and lean­
ing on the all-sufficiency of Christ. He was for many years a member of 
the Old Church Congregation, and walked in the ordinances of the 
Loni, ns well as the duties of his profession, blameless. Humility of 
mind and firmness of principle were admirably blended in his characte1·­
and though many were His afflictions, yet the gi-eat Angel of the Cove­
nant was manifestly with him i11 the furnace, and has at last "ilPlil'Creil 
him out of them all." 
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" The following Extracts from the Calcutta Nei.·spapel's will shew the 
estimation in which this \l'01·thv man was held: 

" \\' e ha,·e l'eally very /!"l'eat· plca~ul'e in giving insertion to the an­
nexed tribute bv the District Charitable Society, to the memory of one 
of their membe1:s, the late l\h. Joseph Richardson, a Brnnch Pilot, who 
died lately nt Colombo, whither he had proceeded for the benefit of his 
health:-

" In recording the death of l\Jr. Joseph Richardson, the J\lembers of 
the Old Church District Chal'itable Societ1· cannot l'estrain the expl'es­
sion of their deep sorrow at the sevP.1·e and ineparable loss which they 
have sustaine1l hy this melancholy event, nn event which has deprived 
thi~ society of one of its most ellicient ancl in valuable members, thereby 
causinl' a blank which cannot ea;;ily be supplied. \\'Idle l\h-. Hich­
ardson's distinguished, yet unaffec1ed zeal, and ,·igilant scrntiny always 
pi-otectecl the society from imposition, his unremitting exertions in pro­
moting its objects and advanciug its interests, renclel'ed him eminently 
conspicuou, as one of its firmest suppol'ters, and the members feel they 
are discharging a duty which is justly due to their late h,mented coaclju­
tol', in l'ec01·ding this b!'ief hut sincere tribute to his memol'y, in grateful 
acknowleclgment of the assistance they derived from his co-operation.'' 
--Englisl,man. 

" \I. e ha,·e great pleasure in publishing the following testimonial to 
the worth of one, who was, fol' a pel'iod of seventeen years, a gl'eat sup­
portel' and friend of the Chnl'ch Missionary Association-the resolution 
was passed at a meeting of the bocly on l\Ionday last: 

" It was unanimously resolved,-Tliat the Committee has heal'd with 
much regl'et, of the decease of Captain Joseph Richanlso11, one of its most 
efficient co-a1lj11tors, who ever since the fol'mation of the Association to 
the time of his last <lepal'ture from Calcutta, had contributed by his sound 
advice-his pe1·sonal contributions-his exertions among his friends and 
acquaintance-and his intercessions at the throne of grace-to pl'Omote 
the well-being of this ln.titution. 

" The heart's desire of their valued friend was to promote the honour 
ancl glory of God by the extension of the Recle_'emel''s Kingdom among 
his fellow-creatures, and he was alwnys ready €0 embrace every oppor­
tunity presented to him of interesting his friends in the welfare of those 
institutions, which have fo1· their object-the making )mown to the 
perishing heathen the way of salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

"Jn the departure of their friend, the Committee experience a great 
Joss ;-hut they bless God that they have the confident assul'ance that 
their loss is his gain-and that he has now enterecl upon the enjoyment 
of that hea,·enly inheritance which is "uncorrupted, undefiled, and fadeth 
not away.''-Cou1·ie1·. 

" ,v e subjoin a very interesting account of the last hours of this excel. 
lent man, kindly communicated to us: 

" Richuclson has gone to glory, even to that glol'y which remaineth for 
the people of God. The Lol'd speedily raised up goocl and excellent 
friends for him at Colombo, so that he had ten lhi-io'tirms at last waiting 
on him and doing him evel'y office of kindness. I had a most sweet let­
te1· from him about a week before his death, saying that every earthly 
want had been supplied, and that he only needed more g1·ace to pl'aise 
his Heavenly Fathe1· for such l'ich mercies He suffered most intensely 
during the last three months of his life. The severe spasms which he 
endured became of daily occurrence, and sometimes lasted for a long time, 
aml e,·en fol' two or three <lays with mo1·e 01· less pain. During all this 
he meekly and calmly submitted to his Father's wiJJ, ancl appea1·ecl a 
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singular monument of grace ; latterly his feet anti legs swelle1l so, that 
he could not move, but ho remained chee1·fnl till the last. The day be­
fore his death he sat up in bed, e11deavoul'ing to w1·ite to one of his 
chiltken which letter was left unfinished, for on the morning of the 9th 
instant, death came suddenly upon him. His most attentive Christian 
friend was sent fo1·, and found him much dejected, as the usual remedy 
for his spasms giving him no relief; and wom out by constant pains an<l 
sufferings, he was weeping and appeared afflicted from bodily distress. 
His friend knelt down and prayed to Almighty God to help His suffe1·ing 
saint at the last, and to make him more thau conqueror. Richardson 
became calm and placid, saying emphatically 'Can death be conquered?' 
'Yes.' Can the grave? 'Yes,' was replied to him. 'Can hell be con­
quered?' 'Yes, certainly, all have been conquered,' added the gentle­
man, ' praise Go1l.' By this time friend R. assumed a joyful expressiou 
and in a h·iumphant manner, and with great animation went thrnugh the 
whole verse of the Doxology 'Praise God from whom,' &c. He nppeare1l 
tu be meditating on the exceeding great and precious promises uf victory 
ove1· death and the grave, and acting faith on the Lord Jesus, rathe·r 
than aski11g questions of his friend, and thus he triumphed ancl seeme1l tu 
enjoy a foretaste of that bliss which was soon waiting him. He got him­
self raised up in bed, his countenance assumed a most pleasing aspect 
(usually the case with him) and constantly and confidently affirmed his 
trust and l'eliance on his Saviour. He appeared not to have had any 
doubts 01· conflicts on his mind, and all the dejection evidently arose from 
the poor suffering body weighing down the immo1·tal spirit, He sunk 
down after this and lay without powe1· of speaking, but e,·idently con­
scious for some time, as appea1·ed from his looking up fo1· two hours, ancl 
then without the least apparent suffering fell asleep in ,Jesus: he passed 
almost impel'ceptibly away, and thus entered into the joy of his Lord, 
llis simple ancl great faith, and his love, and his astonishing long-suffer­
ing were very remarkable, his humility was equally so, He was burie1l 
in Colombo, several Civili;ms, l\lerchants and Officers following his re­
mains; which were carried tu the grave by a party of H. 1\1. 95th Regt.: 
the union flag was used as a pall, and his friends did all in their powe1· to 
shew thei1· respect for him by thus honoring the burial,"-Christian 
I11telligence1·. 

11,,-PROPOSAL FOR THE ERECTION OF A NEW BAPTlST CHAPEL AT DACCA, 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Chl'istian Observe1·. 
DJ::AR Sins, 

You will grratly oblige us, by publishing the following statement with 
the annexed list uf subscriptions, and receiving any further contributions, 
which may be offered fo1· the object, which we have in view. 

Yours very sincerely, 
W. ROBINSON, 

Dacca, June 10th, 1840. 
Though the Baptist Mission, at Dacca, has existed more than twenty 

years, there has not been erected any place fur Euglish worship. Many 
persons, Europeans, lnclo-Brito11s, and others, capable of understanding 
J,~nglish, have availed themselves uf the labours of ;\,]I'. LooHard, the now 
aged l\1 issionary there, in that langunge; and thern is reason to belie,·e, 
that a considerable 11umbe1· have Leen essentially henctited. It is now 
thougl1t, by the friends of the mission there, very clesirahle, that a place 
of worship should Le erected, in a convenient situation, as thl' Jll'e8ent 
place, l\lr. Leonanl's hous;c, is oLjectecl to hy some, un acco1,n! ,,f it, 
heing a private clwclling-hous1!, and in a ,·cry inconvenient sit 11.11 ion. 
Accurclingl~· .. those intcrcstc,I in this ohjcct. at Dacca_. hare rl:mc I ,,cir 
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appro11rialP to tl,t>ir purpose. \\' 11 hope to give an exh'act or two from 
the Ht•port in onr 11ext. Want of s11ace alone prevents us this month. 

17,-Lo~noN RELIGIOUS TRACT SoctF:TY. 
The Fo1·ticth ,\ 11nual Report of this truly excellent Institution lia;i 

reached us. It is a1-1 usual re11lete with most intere~ting and cheer­
ing intelligence in reference to the ~pread of Divine trnth through the 
medium of tracts. \\'e have 011ly space to extract one or two item~ 
from the Report. The first relates to the publicatious circulatetl, 
concerning which the Committee says:-

" The publications wl,ich have heen issued from the deposito1·y dul'ing 
the yeRr, amount to eighteen millions and fo1·ty-two thousaml five 111111-

dred and thirty-nine, being an increase on the preceding year of two mil­
lions one hu111lred and two thousand nine humlre1l and seventy-two; 
making the totnl circulation of the Societr, in ahout eighty-five languages, 
including the issues of Foreig-n societies, assisted by this Institution, 
amount to upwar1ls of two h11111lred and ninetr-three millions. 

" The gTatuitous issues for the year, in money g·rants, paper, anti puhli­
cations, tol\·ether with the g-rants for lihraries, amount to £7, 7,io, 4s. 3d., 
being £2,'.!.57. 18s. Id. beyond the total hene,•oleut income of the Institu­
tion, from subscriptions, donations, and contributions from auxiliaries, 
and all othe1· sources. 

" The amount of sales has been £.50, -it-7-I-,i. The total receipts fo1· 
the past year amounted to £6'2, \H9-7-b being an increase of £l6l-1-4, 
on the fonne1· year. In the concluding language of the Ueport we most 
fully concur. 

"In concluding the Report, the Committee have one duty to discharge, 
which they do with cheerful gratitude to Him who is head over all things, 
to his body, the church,-that duty is to congratulate their numerous 
friends, that in these times of excitement, the receipts anti circulation 
of the Society have been larger than in preceeding years; a fact which, 
they think, clearly shows, that its principles are ,·alued by a large prn­
portion of the church of Christ. If, in some few cases, the Committee 
have not been able to meet the wishes of former friends, hy raising what 
must hm·e become the standard of sectarianism over the Institution, they 
can truly say, th.it anxious as they have been to be guided in all things 
by the Holy Spirit, allll seeking, as they have done, the direction of 
'the wisdom which cometh down from above,' they have not disco,·ered 
'a more excellent way' for the management of the Institution, than the 
one laid down at first by its venerated and departed founders. They 
feel that, in humble an<l constant dependance upon God, it is thei.- so­
lemn duty to maiutain inviolate, the truly Christian principles of the 
Society ; trusting that, ere long, by mutual fo.-bearnnce, all the memhe.-s 
of' the household of faith' will 'stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
strh·ing together fo1· the faith of the gospel.' " 

May the Committee of the Tract aud every other Catholic Society, 
ever be enabled to lift up the staudard of Sc.-iptural truth against all the 
efforts of all secta.-ians to rend and divide the one trne ancl holy Chu.-ch 
of the Lord Jesus. 

I 8.-1\hssrnNs AT THt: CAPE. 

By recent arrivals from the Cape we have been put in possession of the 
accounts of the Annual l\Ieeting of the London Missionary Society's 
Missions in that country. They are in a f1011rishi11g condition notwith­
standing the coustant attacks to which they are suhjected hy polit il'al 
antagonists. They have outlived man}' a slancle1·, cove1·t and open, and 
hid fair under God's blessing to prove the trnth of the Scl'ipture, that 
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up in my room, and began to reflect. " I hnve," thought I, "in three 
hours given a1Vay, the single gospels exce11ted, eve1·y copy of the Scrip­
tures, which I ha,·e just received. In the morninp; I had one book case 
and half another filled with \'ery handsome hooks, in the p1·eparation of 
which a larl!:e sum of money had heen expended ;-;11111 now every shelf 
is em)lty. II ave I done ril!;ht? Will not our good friends in En~land 
and ,\ merica censure me for i rnpnulence ? They may, but I will tell 
the:n, The kingdom of heaven ,uITe1·eth violence, and the violent take it 
by force. These liouk~, I thought ag-ain, h:1 ve 1,een 11,iven tu respt>ct~ble 
people, tn hrahmans, to sirklir,, tu persons of the writer caste, to officers 
of the civil courts, to persons living in distant parts of the zillah, and 
sPme to persons from ot.her z:llalts. All of them, as far as I can judge, 
11:t1·e been gi,·en to persons who can rea,I well." Thu~ I was a little 
cheered; bu, I felt that so much see1l hadng been sown in one day, it 
ought tu be w11tere1l with very much prayel'. At the pl'ayer- meeting iu 
the e\"euing;, Ramcha111lra said, "I was in the cuul't )lart of the day, and 
I saw ma11y people come in "ith books which they had recei,·ecl from 
you. They all to"k great care of the large books, but I saw a man burn 
two of the tracts." 

On Wednt>sday the 2Gth, thou)1 1 ha<I only sing-le gospels to dispose 
of, the crowd ll'as g-reatcl', at my house, than the ,lay hefore. People be­
gan to come early in the morninir, aud, hy elen·n o"clock, two 01· three 
came e\·cry fow minutes. Chand, who was with me 011 that day, pro­
pose,! putting- ;, tahle in the veranclah ll'ith lJOoks on it for distribu­
tion. \\' e did so : a111l he sat 1,y it tu serv" our customers. llut the 
sight of so many l,oul_;; ocl'asioned a tumult, each man insistiug upon 
haviug one of every sort; and my poo1· tal,Je haviug got a fracture in its 
leg, we were ohligecl to diopense with its ,;enices. I now sent for 
Ganganarayan, and we were all three eng·,1gt>d in dbtl'ibuting- for ahout 
two hour;, "hen we were quite exhausted. The crowd had becom11 very 
great, perhaps 150 pt>ople; the noise and confusion ,·ery u11plcasant: I 
therefore told them, that I ll'OulJ gi,·e away 110 more l,ouks that day. 
,v e, lwwe,·e1·, continued to talk with the people, cliscu,;siup; the merits of 
Hindui~m and Christianity, and 110w and the11 givi11g a tract, fur it \\'as 
impossible to refuse every :ipplicatio11. lly three o'cl1•ck full half the 
sin1a:le gospels anrl tracts were gone; then, i11 good earnest, l cletermiued 
to sto1, for the day.-1 am afraid this extra\'agance will produce a fa_ 
mi11e, lrnt what can "'e do? The hooks :i.111l tracti;; were sent to be given 
to those "ho can read, and to such tl,c•y ha\'e been given. 

On Thursday the 27th, great numbers came again fo1· bool<s. Dy two 
o'clock all the single gospels in Hcugali were go11e, those in Sanskrit and 
a few in Hiudustan; only rcmai11ecl. Of tracts only a few hundreds re­
mained, chiefly in llinclustiini. 

You will now perceive that I use<l no hyperbole, when I said, in a 
former letter, "H' e can di.,pose of all the liooks you print, and exhaust 
the Uepi,t of the Tract Societr." I have not lieg)~·ed tl1e peoplii to ac­
cept these hooks; they ha,·e come tu my house aud solicitecl them, a111l 
that, in 111a11y cases, with surpri~iug importuuity; 1101· have they been 
gi\'en to a hazar rnbule, but to respectable people, who are likely to 
reacl them. 

On Fri1lay the 28th, many pel'sons came fo1· books, but finding that I 
l1:i1I only tl'acts to gin•, the conco11rse \\'as less than on the preceding 
d," s. l com111e11ced 1,y gi l'ing· al,out t\\'e11ty tracts to a man from the 
zillah of llacker-1.r;rnj. lie heggerl that I would give him a number to 
take hor>'e with J,im, "bc•c~ust>," said he, "there are none procurahle 
wl,ere I lil'e, and I want to ,hew them to my neighbours, as well ;is rea1l 
them myself." I tohl liim, he mi~ht get more by applying to i\lr, .Ba1·eir1.1 
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at the zillah town. 
of tho Scriptures. 
countenances. 

I had to refuse many to.dny, who cnme to beg parts 
Sorrow and disappointment were depicted on their 

The hoolcs, which were sent to brother Leonanl's nml to the house of 
our native b1·ethren, al'e also gone, ancl brother Leonard has even been 
obliged to encroach on his old stock. Thus ahout a thousand and one 
humh-ed copies of di/fe1·ent parts of the Scriptures, and an innumerable 
numbe1· of tracts, have been gi vcn away at the earnest solicitation of the 
natives in fom· days. 

The l\Iusalmans have now become eager for books, every Hindustani 
gospel is gone, ancl many of the Hi111lust,ini tract~. 

Can you semi us another stock immediately? Let us have a goo1l 
number of go~pels and Testaments in H industani. The books already 
distributed have only whetted the public appetite.-lbid. 

21.-ADOLITION OF 8ATl' IN THE BARODA' S1"ATE, 

It is with much pleasul'e that we give our confinnation to a piece of 
intelligence, which a few weeks ago appeared in some of the public 
prints, l'Cspecting the abolition of Sati throughout the extensi,·e ten-i­
tories of His Highness the Gailrnwa1·. We have mncle particular ill(1ui-
1·ies into the circumstances in which this nn-a11g·ement, so satisfacto1·y to 
e1·ery philanthropist, orig·inated; and we are happy to be able to state 
that they are higlily creditable to all the parties coucerned. 

It appears that about the bel!"inning of Vecembel' last, the Honorahle 
James Sutherland, Esq., the l'olitical Commissioner for Gujarat an<l 
Rt>sident at the Baroda Court, reported to the Bombay Government 
the ,,ecurrence of a Sati in the capital, the sufft>re1· being· the widow of 
a De~hasth brahman, origiually an inhabitant of Ratuagiri in the South­
ern l(onkan. He also stated, with 1·egret, that one 01· two occunences 
of a like nature annually took place in the town, with the permission 
of the native authorities. The sentiments which he expressed on this 
subject were immediately reciprocated by the Governor in Council; and 
the expediency was suggested to him of embracing the opportunity, 
when the Bl"itish Government might come to a fiual settlement with the 
Baroda Da1·bar, of endeavouring· to induce His Highness the Gailrnwar 
of his own accord to p1·ohihit the performance of Sati within his terri. 
to1·ies. Before the communication from the Goverument, however, hacl 
reached Baroda, Mr. Sutherland had remonstrated with the Gailrnwar, 
both by written conespondence anti conversation, in such terms, as led 
His Highness to inform him, on the 12th of February, that he had deter­
mined to cause proper arraugements to be made, conformably to the 
usages of his government, to pl'event the practice of Sati. The cong1·a­
tulation of the Bombay Government followecl; aml the advice was judi­
ciously ten,lered by it to His Hig·hness, to the effect that he should issue 
a proclamation pl'ohibiting the rite undel' the sevel'est penalties. His 
llil{liness has agl'eed to gil'e notice of his intentions in such te1·ms as 
will accomplish the object in view. 

The example of :\Jr. Sutherland, the Bombay Government, nncl the 
Gaikawa1·, we trust, will encourage other high functio11a1·ies and native 
chief.; to support the cause of benevolence and humanity, by their zeal­
ou~ advocacy, ancl faithful use of the ii' authority. The funeral pile, we 
expect soon to ,ee deprived of the ii,·ing l'ictim thl'oughout the .Native 
states, as it has been, for the last t.en years, th1·ougho11t our own domi­
nions. Can no more decicletl effects than have lately been report­
ed, be made fol' the prevention of a crime, kindred to that which we 
have now noticed,-the practice of i1ifimticide throu~hout the llajptit 
states ? The high character of the gentlemen in civil employ in these 
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districts, wal'l·ants ns to expect the fulfilment of the antici1iations too 
prematurdy formed in the days of \Valker anrl Duncan. The vi.,01·ous 
measures, first originated Ly Ml'. W illuug·hby, in Katiawal', we" hear, 
ai·e still beneficially persevered in by his successol's. Sir James Carnac 
who has lately enforced treaties too long suffered to be disregarded h; 
the parties concerned in them, we confidently believe, will refresh the 
memories of the chiefs both in the Gujarat peninsula anrl the principa­
lity of Kach. It is reported that Hi:; Excellency iuteuds to visit Bhuj 
with some benevolent object in view, e;uly next cold season.-JJombay 
Christian Spectritoi·. 

22.-BoMBAY Aux1Lunv BIBLE Soc1ETY. 
From the last Repo1·t we gather the following infol'mation. 
1. English Scriptures. From the Parent Society, there have been 

recei\'e_1I 200 Bibles, ancl -too New Testaments. This grnnt was 3olicit­
ed principally to meet the demands for the sacred volume, which have 
been ..:rented by different educational institutions in the Northwest of 
India; but till the stock he exhaused, copies can be obtained fol' miscel­
laneous circulation, by purchase from the depusilory, or ,m application 
to the Secretaries. The Committee have lately 1>etitioned the Parent 
Society for an additional grant of 200 Billies, and .500 Testaments, 
"fo1· circulation among native youth," and for a" small supply of BiLles 
and Testaments in superio1· bindings, and with rnai·ginal references, fo1· 
sale to the public.'' 

2, Po1·tuguese Scriptures. The Committee has lately solicited a grant 
of 200 copies of the New Testament, according to Pereirn's translation, 
which, though capable of much imp1·ovement, is more intelligiule and 
acceptaLle to the Pol'tuguese of India, than that of IJ' Almeida, to which 
the supply on haml has long been exclusively confined. 

:1. Hebrew Scriptures. To the Parent Institution, the Society is in­
debted fu1· 200 New Testaments, which supply the place of those copies 
which are mentioned in the last repol't as having heen 1·ecalletl on account 
of some errors in the printing and binding, which were detected by one 
of the Secretaries of this Auxiliary. 4,00 Bibles, and the same numller 
of New Testaments, have been lately asked from London. They are 
intended to meet demands in behalf of Jews resident not only in India, 
but in Arnbia and Persia. 

4. Persian Scriptures. Though the supply at present in the depusi­
tol'y, is nut yet exhausted, 200 Old Testaments, 500 Genesis, 200 l'en­
tatettchs, ,500 Psalms, and 300 Isaiah, have been solicited from London. 

5. Arflbic Scriptures. 400 Biules, 600 New Test,uneuts, and 500 Gos­
pels have been asked from the Parent Society. 

6. Annenian Scriptures. As the language of the Old Armenian ver­
sion has become in a great measure obsolete, .500 copies of ,t trnnslatiun 
of the New Testament lately made into the modem dialect, and 200 
!'salters, have been onlered, to meet demands which may be made in 
hehalf of the people speaking that language, scatteretl throughout the 
countries of Asia tu which the inllucnce of this Society extends. 

7. Tu1·/cish Scriptures. 25 New Testaments have lleen 01·dered. 
~- Himlust,iui Scriptures. Of the e1litiun of the London l\lissionary 

Society's Missional'ies at Banarns, mentioned in the last rcpol't, ~OU N lllV 
Testaments, 300 of the Gospel accol'ding tu John, and 300 of the Acts 
of the Apo~tles, have been receivc1I into the tlepository. They were 
(>htained by purchase. At a late mccling of the Committee, it was agreed 
to solicit from the Calcutta Bihlc Society, the following Scriptures:-

700 of each of the Gospels, in Urdu, 
2000 copies of the New Testament, iu l'rdu. 
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200 Hindui New Tc~taments. 
300 --- Gospels (each.) 

SO --- Ohl Testamt'uts. 
100 --- l'salms. 
200 Urdu Olil Testaments. 
200 Uomnnized Urdu New Testaments. 
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Though the demand thus made is larg", it is helicvl'd that it i;;i not larger 
than circumstances re<tuire. The l\l usalman population of the pl'Ol'inees 
more immt>diately connected with thi~ Society, 11s has been state1l in 
former repo1·ts, is in great want of copies both of the Old an,l New Tes­
taments. 

9. ,1laruthi Scriptures. \l'ith the pul,Jication of the Scriptures in tlui 
l\larathi language, the Committee has had most to do during· the past 
rem·. 

The printing of an edition of 1500 copies of Genesis, acconling lo the 
forn1e1· edition with such verbal alterations as ha\'e appeared manifest 
im/n·ovements to the members of the Trnnslation Committee in Bombay, 
wi 1 speedily be completed*. 

Respecting the book of Psalms, the following notice is contained in 
la~t report. " The opiuions of eleven l\larath i scholars h1n·i11g been 
obtained on the comparative merits of the versions of the book of Psalms 
by l\lessrs. Gmves and Dixon, it was unanimously 1·esolved by the Com­
mittee, that Messrs. Graves and Dixon, he 1·espectfully requested to 
mal<e a revision of the respective versions, availing themselves of the 
hints furnished to them hy the letters now read, and such conespond­
cnce with the Committee fo1· translations as they may choose to intimate, 
ancl that the Society publish 2000 copies of their versions when so revis­
ed, leaving the question of future 1·eprints to future consideration. It 
was agTeed that in communicating the preceding resolution to Messrs. 
Gra1·es and Dixon, the Secretaries should warmly thank them in the 
name of the Society, fo1· thei1· past lahours in the tmnslation of the Di­
vine \I' ord," Messrs. G1·aves and Dixon have both been add1·essed on 
the subjects here adverted to, M1·. Graves has revised his translation, 
and .;,ubmitted it to the Translation Committee fo1· their remarlcs; and 
the printing of a new edition has advanced as far as the 4.0th chapter* . 
. From ;\I r. Dixon, no communication has yet been received. 

The examination and revision of the hooks both of the New and 01<1 
Te,taments with which the Committee for transl.ttions were engaged 
at the date of last report, owing to the indisposition, absence, and occu­
pation of some of the members, have not advanced as far, perhaps, as 
might h:we been expected. The Gospel according to John, the second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, the Epistle to the Galatians, arn ahout half 
finished. The Epistle to tho Hebrews has been commenced upon. The 
Historical bool,s of the Old Testament meet with attention, when parts 
of the New Testament with which there is the most urgent call to pl'O­
ceed, nre not in the hands of particular members. The attention of the 
Translation Committee has been occasionally distracted hy the multi­
tude of pm·ts of the Bible claiming their notice at the same time. 

~oo complete l\larsthi New 'fest:unents have beeu boull(l during the 
past year. 

The Committee, at a late meeting, ag1·eed to solicit from the Parent 
Society, a grnnt of paper and money to enable this .Society to print the 
following Scriptures in Marathi:-

s,ooo copies of the NelV Testament, according to the trnn~lation ancl 
rc1·ision at present p1·oceecli11g· under the care of the Committee for Trans­
lations. 

" It has now left the press. 
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.'i,000 copiet. of the Gospels and Acts nccol'cling to the same version. 
4000 S!nd Corinthians. 

2000 copies of the other Epistles. 
1000 He1·elation. 

1000 copies of n Gospel in the Roman chal'acter, according to the 
srstem of Sir \\' illiam Jones adopted at Calcutta. 
• The Gospel in Roman characters is inten<le,I principally for the use 

of the Native Roman Catholic Chl'istians, in llomhay, Salsette, and Bas­
seen, who spe.k the l\Ianitlii language, hut are unacquainted with tile 
letters in which it is commonll' written. The S\'stem of ol'iental nota­
tion pt'opounclecl hy Si1· Willia'm Jones, cloes not es,entially differ from 
thnt aclopte1l by the Homan Catholic priests in our neighbourhood. 

10, G11jaratlti Scriptures. No portion of the Bihle has heen printed 
dul'ing the past year. The Secretary lately suhmitted to the Committee 
n proposal from the ltev. W. Fyvie, for the publication of nn edition of 
the Gospel of St. l\Iatthew, with the verses altemately given in English 
and Guja1·athi. The Committee considering the probable usefulness of 
such a work among the nati,·es studying English, agreed to JJrint 1000 
copies, and also, on the motion of the Hev. W. K. Fletcher, to print, in 
the same manner, the same number of copies of the Acts of the Apostles, 
when revised by the Translation Committee. 

100 bound Gujarathi New Testaments were, in April last, 1·eceived 
into the de1wsitory from Surat, a111l 88 bouncl copies of all the bofJks of 
the same Testament, with the exception of Luke ancl John, were received 
from the same place about two months ago. 

It will he obse1·ved from the p1·eceding notices, that the demnnds ,vhich 
this Auxilia1·y has lately Yenturecl to make on the Parent Society are 
,·ery considerable. Should they be granted, as there is reason to belie 1·e 
they will, the bounty of the British and Foreign Bihle Society will re­
qui1·e a special acknowledgment. It should call forth II cnrrespon,ling 
liberality of contribution from the friends of Hil,le circulation in India. 

The Committee gratefully acknoll'ledg·e the encouragement in refer­
ence to the extension of its operations, which it },as recc i ,·eel from a 
late visit of the Rev. Dr. Hreberlin, appointed a).\"ent of the Parent Socie­
ty for Bengal, nnd for the valuable counsel 111,ich he has communicated 
l'elative to the efficiency of the Society's operations. 

The funds have somewhat increased during the past yea!'; but it is to 
be hoped that ere long they ,rill considerably impr<ll'e. \\'ith a view to 
the right disposal of the stores of the Society, for which accommodation 
could no longe1· be found iu the Cathedral, after it 11nde1"went the late 
repairs, the house opposite that huilding has been rente<I as a depository 
at a charge of ninety-five rupees pe1· mensem, \Vith a view to facilitate 
the transaction of the business of the Society, it is intende,\ that an Assis­
tnnt Sec1·etary, capable of tra-nsacting the secular husiness of the Society 
under the direction of the Committee and Secretaries, should reside on 
the premises, and be always accessihle to the public during the usual 
business hours. The ca1·e which sliouh\ be taken of the Societ}'°s pro. 
perty, and the contemplated extension of it, overations, harn required 
that these mrnngements should be made. The Parent Society, it is 
Pxpected, will share in the expense, by making an annual contribution 
to the general agency. The frienLls of this A uxilim-y, howcl'el', are re­
quil'ed, on theit- pa1·t, to extend th~ir libernlity.-Ibid. 

23.-EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CABUL, 
" I ha,·e been trying hard to do something for this beuighted yet higlily 

interesting Jami: here are the children of Abraham according to the 
flesh, the children of Judah and Benjamin; he1,e i8 a people thirsting 
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fo1· knowledge, yet no one will give them a cup of cold wate.-. Fancy 
a congregation in a l\los11ue, after heal'ing a p:isijage from the New Tes­
tament read, weeping and lamenting that they had not any one to teach 
them tlie Hook. l l1ave been extremely anxious respecting this land, and 
lll"oposed a place fo1· a l\lission, but although I sent copies of it to two 
papers at and near Calcutta fo.- publication, months have worn away, 
and l heal' nothing of them. l ha.-dly know to what to attribute this 
silence". \\' e en1lea1·0111· to keep up a small congregation. The largest 
numhe.- of ou.- little co111rrel-(·ation has been twenty-four, but twelve to 
sixteen is the a1·erage. Drinkinic has been canied on to a great extent: 
thirty have fallen victims to it, hut still the warning seems tl11·own 
away. They have no one to speak to them, in fact tlu11·e is none who 
,,a,·es for them. We m·e ~etting Testaments printed fo1· this land: so 
hy t...ml"s blessing, sornething· may yet be done."-1/Jid. 

2-1-.-RF.v1vA1,s AT K11.svT11. 
To the E,litors of the C11c11tta Christian Observer. 

D•:Art Sm,, 
The following is an extract from a letter .-ecently rnci>ivt•d from 

Scotland, and may perhaps prove inte.-esting as a sequel to those extracts 
contained in Art. 6 of your June Obse,t•er. 

Yours, &c. 
S. A. 

I 'ltli June, 18-1-0. 
" I II Kilsyth aud Dundee the numher of young persons who have 

undergone a sa\'ing chaul{e is 1·ei-y great. \Vhen I was at Kilsrth the whole 
aspect of the place ~trnck me; thern were 1111 i,lle pe11ple in the streets, 
no gossipping at tlu• doo1·s; and coming home each night to our lodging 
.ibout ten o'clock, we seemed to be the only people out of tlie house; in 
many houses we heard the sound of family worship, but the generality 
set•med shut up fo1· the night. The.-e was service in the Church daily at 
9 o'clock (the hre,ikfast hou.- of the people employed in manufactories), 
;md at 8 at night; the service was short and attended by people in their 
work in!!" dresses, women without bonnets and children in tl,eir a.-ms. The 
testimouy uf the master of the factory prove1l that go,lliness has the 
prnmise of the life that now is, as well as that which is to co111e: he is 
not a frieml to religion, but when his m~n asked leave to ha1·e a sermon 
preached at the din11e.- hou1·, he ag.-ee,l ; and on his friends remonstrating­
~ith him, 111• ohse1·ved, 'I do not know whether it is good for them, but it 
•~ for me, formerly my men worked only nine days in a fortnight, but 
s111ce they took to these ways, they a1·e neve.- off work.' I had many 
inte.-esting conl'ersations with those who had been converte,I, and ohst'ned 
that it was su!lle passage of sc.-i11tu1·e that hacl been hrought home tu their 
conscience to convince them uf sin, and then some other portion that 
b1·011ght peace to their minds." 

'l3.-HEVIVAL llF RELIGION IN FtNLANII, AND P1e:1tSECU'flON. 

f \Ve are cu11ti,le11t the following account of a ren1arkaule rnvi l'al in 
Fiultmd will be highly acceptable to our reader~ ; while the persecution 
emlu1·ed hy our brethren in that district of the world will doubtless call 
forth the Ii veliest sympathy and most earnest prayer that they may 
stanrl, and haviug June all may starul fast in the liberty wherewith Chri,t 
l1ath ma1le them free. The extract is from the Lo11du1i We.,leyan 1l111g11-
o:im·.-E11.] 

• We puhli,l,cd the letter and proposal lln<l it"""' copied into ,nrral of the Ie:1<liug 
Journals of this and the other presidencies. It had not reuchtd our good frien<l 
doubtless, when this was written .-ED. C. C. 0, 
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Stockfwlm, October 5th, 1839. 
A hless!'cl rel'irnl of religion has for some time been in pl'o"'ress in va­

rious parts of Finland ; many have heen arousecl out of their sinful slum­
bel', and constrained to inquire, " What must we clo to he save1l ?" ancl 
as at the heginning, so now, the message, "Helieve on the Lo1·d Jesus 
C.:hrist," has been found to be the power of God unto salvation. Several 
enlightened and truly devoted Clergymen of the Lutheran Church have 
been blessed of llod to the conversion of numbers, and laliour mosL abun .. 
dantly in the work of the Lori!. All tl,is, as might be anticipated, liils 
attrncted tlie notice of self-1·ighteous Pharisees, and wol'i11Jy.wise Greel<s. 
and led them to oppose and persecute, where they ought to have acknow­
ledged the finger of God, and adored his loving-kindness. 

The following translated extracts of letters received by me, from a 
Clergyman in the nol'th of Finland, explain more fully the state of things 
there; and havin!(" his expressed permission to communicate this informa­
tion to friends in England, that " the se1·vru1ts of Christ mny he induced 
to present faithful intercessions to God on behalf of their brethren in Fin­
land," (James v. 16.) I sencl them to you, that such use may be made of 
them as you consider desirable. 

GEOnGE SCOTT. 
" Having recently hacl the opportunity of becoming acquainted, by 

means of pl'intecl doci,ments, with the proceeding·s of the Consistory of 
Stockholm, wherrby it appeal's that that Consi,tory has l,een necessitatecl 
to use all the might of its spil'itual authority, to uush, at its first appeal'­
ance, the \\' esleyan :\Jethodist sect, inasmuch as (accorcliug to the judg­
ment of that Court) these l\Iethoclists, if allowed to take root in the com­
munity, would dra11 the nation from the' pure evangelical doctrine,' and 
so chang-e the people, that, hecorning· i\Iethodi~ts, they ,vuuld 'no lo11ge1· 
he Swedes ;· I .am induced by this intelligence, though personally un­
known, to give you some information regarding the prngress of secta­
rianism (as Christianity is called by the pharisaical) in this neighho111·hood. 
And I am persuaded that corl'ect information regarding the persecutions 
which from the worldly authorities have been directetl against the little 
flock who, with seriousness, seek salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ, \\ill 
to }'OU be especially interesting. It is not nece,sary to t>nlarge on the 
cold.heartedness as l'egal'ds Chl'istianity, 1the deep-seated disl'egard fo1· 
all trne religion, which among the many, is, alus ! the distiuguishing a111l 
most unhappy feature of the times iu oul' land; inasmuch as the same 
nfilicti\'e experience is so general in Christen1lom. Blindness is great, 
ungodlint>ss most lamental,le; hut the grace of God, 'who will have all 
men to be saYed and to come unto the knowledge of the truth,' has moved 
upon this chaos of spiritual darkness wl,ich covel's our dwellings, and 
awal<ened a handful of immortal beings to take, at least, the first ste11 in 
the path of couvel'sion, anc\. to inquire, with the Philippian jailer,' \V hat 
must we do to he saved ?' These have clearly seen that tire world lieth 
in the wicked one; and in consequence of their separation from that 
friendship with the world, which is enmity against God, they have exposecl 
themsel\'es to the hot displeasure of the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of tlisohe1lience. The enemv, with his faithful ones, ha~ sallie<l 
fo1·th to attack these' monsters with colourless complexion, and lmlt'... 
extinguishecl eyes,' as our learne<I foes have in public print denominated 
such as by the grace of llod are awakenecl to a concern for their salva­
tion. Ancl the common evidences of an experienced Christianity, namely, 
contempt, abuse, and persecution from the world, have not IJeen wanting. 
\l' e can therefore congTatulate ourselves that, in this respect, we ha,·e 
been plal'eti in the same circumstances as yourself. llut this gTeat dif­
ference exists,-you are allowed, as is 1·ight and fitting, to defend your 
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cause publicly, ancl in this way, by the gmce of (iod, to 1lefcnd divine 
truth itself; a privilege of which we are 1lepril'ell, being dmirge,l frum 
une cuurt to anothel', as if we were g1·oss offenders. The Lunl g-r,111t 
unto ead, of us his grace, that we may be euahled to bear up against lhe 
hosts of the enemy ! 

"That you may fol'm some conception of our circumstances, I insert a 
liternl copy of the document, on which the prosecution against us is found­
ed. It is as follows:-

"• Humble Memorial. 
"' The C1·own Officer fo1· the lower district of K--- 11al'ish has l'e-

)lOl'te,I that, . . . 
"' J. Collect111g-boxes, neatly made of wood, and p1unte1l with g1·een 

oil-paint''. are suspe11detl in the lohhy of the house occupied by the Chap­
lai11 of Y---, in the lohhy of the Clergyman's house at K---, in 
the lobhy of Inspector R..'s house at K---, as also, according to i11-
formatiou received, in the house of the Rev. l\lr. l\J. at I'---. In con­
se11uence of these hoxes, ( which have on them an inscription in the Fi11uL,h 
language, intimating a collection for promoting, the spread of Christia11ity 
among the Heathen,) a g1·e:it numlier of the poorest among the pcas:in­
ti·y, pl'incipally females, are induced to offe1· fo1· this pm·pose theii· most 
valuable property, such as goltl, sih·cr, silks, &c. 

" '2. l'eople are collected from several parishes on the Sunday after­
noons, to the number of sevel'al hundreds, on some farm 01· other iu this 
p:iri~h, to sing' the songs of Zion,' anti read divers buoks, among which, 
• The Voice of one crying in the \l'ilderness,' deserves to he named, the 
conse1p1ence of which is, that those who attend such meetings belie,·e 
that they are awakened, :ind born ag,ain, despise their fellow-Christiani:, 
neglect their work, and such like. 

"' And as the last-mentioned ci1·cumstance operates, in a highly injuri­
ous manner, as 1·egards the maintenance of order and uniformity among 
the peasantry in the pa1·ish of K--, notwithstanding that the holding 
of these meetings may have a very good design; and as the exhibition of 
such collecting-boxes is without proper authority, being g1·anted unlaw­
ful, th,irefore these, inasmuch as even supposing they have a good object 
in view, cannot but fail of accomplishing it, and only lead to disorde1· and 
confusion, seeing many indigent persons, misled by false zeal, sacrifice, 
not unfrequently by robbing their dwellings, to such object their moHt 
yaluable property, without knowing whe1·e the most necessary support of 
life is the next moment to come from; and as all control ove1· the em­
ployment of the money collected is restricted to the 1>erson receiving, r 
have felt myself called upon to hriug these disorclers which threaten the 
peace and comfort of the community, before the Go,·erno1· of the province, 
that such steps may he taken as are according to justice, and as the na­
ture of the case demands. 

"' To the Governor of---.' 
" Frnm this document it appeai·s that the pe1·secutions against us flow 

from two sou1·ces. I. \\'hen we, as Teachers of religion, ha,·e lahoure11 
011 the Sabbath-afternoon to a1·011se such of 0111· hearers as wern slumher­
ing in sinful secu1·ity, and instruct them in Cl,ristianity, these our t>nilea­
,·ours have been characterizc1I as illegal mct•tings, and the prosecutor 
urges neither more nor les,; than a fine of three hundred rnbles, besidt's 
ecclesiastical pewdties, an1I the usual tine for Sa/1/mllt-lJ1·eaki11g, Anti, 2. 
Because we havtl listeut>d to the exhortations which, time afte1· timP., ha,·e 
lwen published in the Swedish ' :\'lissiouary Joumal,' and also in ou1· 
• Spirirual Journal,' calling on all to assist the lahours of Missionaries in 

• Made acronling to lhe pattern reeei,·ed by me from Hnll, some yeMs ngo, which 
wn, first eol'ie<I here, and then imitated in Fiulilnd.--G S. 

3 K 2 
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l1eathen lands, nn1l have fol' this put·pose placed i\lissionm·y-hoxes in oul' 
rooms ; we are now represented, hy the so-called adherents of justice, to 
our Government, in the most unfavourable light, as if we, move1l hy a 
base selfishnPss, had attempted to lay burdens on, and levy contributions 
from, the suhjects of llis Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Russia. Such 
are the crimps for which we are now proceeded against, and of which we 
shall most probably be declared guilty. 

" If the accompanying Memorial be 1·ead with attention, a wol'ld of 
reflections pn!ss themselves on rne1·e reason, allowing it to be blind as 
regards spil'itual things. There among other things the individuals aime,l 
at are charged with believing themselves ' awakened and born again." 
The ordinary feelinl!,'s of our natt,re are shocked 11t the thought of per­
sons in a so-called Christian land, being brought before a worl1lly tl'ibu­
nal, to answer to tl,e charge of considering themselves converted from sin 
to God, yea, born again. This, among many othe1· things, affords a clear 
evidence that the scriptural doctrine of conversion does not acco1·,I with 
the spirit of this 'enlightened age;' a spirit which, if it allows the theory 
as a brnnch of theological science, condemns every practical application 
thereof as enthusiasm, sectarianism, and the like; while, at the same 
time, the champion of the alehouse, with l1is intoxicating glass in the one 
hand, and cards in the othel', is not char;;ed with heterodoxy, but consi­
dered as a trne Christi:rn, a virtuous member of society. The complaints 
specified in the l\Iemorial are as old as Cl,ristianity itself; for so soon as 
any have heen roused from their slumhe1· in sinful security, the wol'id has 
uniformly ·cried out, ' They despise their fellow-Christians, neglect their 
work, and such lil<e :' they are beside themselves. 

"A proof of the excessive zeal of these friends of order, in painting in 
such lively colours the unhappy consequences of ~rctarianism in K--, is 
furnished hy the first parngraph of the Memorial; whe1·e it is most 1rn­

advisedly stated, that the poorest among the peasantry are induced to 
offer their most valuable property, such as gold, silver, silks, &c. &c. 
The logical conclusion to be drawn from this is, that .Finland, particular­
ly the parish of K--, must be a place of unexampled wealth, when the 
poorest (mark 'the poorest') of the pea,antry have gold, silver, &c., to 
dispose of. What then must the possessions of the rich be? 

"The case has already heen brought forward at three extraordinary 
meetings of the sessions; aml although the Memorial, as fa1· as regards 
the holding of meetings, does not directly apply to t!1e Clergy, yet five 
of these, hesi1les ahou tone hundred farmers, and several persons of rnnk, 
who have either allowe,1 such met:tings on their property, 01· attended 
them, have been snmmone<l to attend. At whose instance the (;ler1n·­
men named ha1·e been called to appear, remains a profound secret. \\' e 
have requested to be informed of this, hut hitherto without success. 

"That the minds of our opponents are in a state of violent fern1enta­
tion, which shuts their ears, anti blinds their eyes, is very evident, when 
we consicle1· that they, althoug-h 'learned in the law,' have entirely for­
gotten what the· Hoyal Ordinances of ,January 12th, 1726, and l\hrch 
~oth, 1735, as also the Clel'ical U:ilh and other Government statutes 
require; (I must n:-it of course refer to the contents of St. Paul's Epistles 
to Timothy and Titus;) and now tlrag ;\Iinisters of religion before the 
temporal Court, because they, in fulfilling their official duties, instruct 
their hearers on Sabbath-afternoons. The historical records of onr 
country cannot exhibit an instance of a similar proceeding. The case 
was brought forward again 011 the 25th of September last, and 111ljo11rnetl 
aine die. About one hundred witnesses were examined, of whom the 
greater part had to travel one hundred miles to the sessions, to testify 
that they had been occasionally present when the Clergyman gave Chris-
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tinn instruction to his flock. n tempol'II ! 0 11wrrs I During the examin­
ation of tl111 witnrsses, a rharacleri.-tic 1liscorery \\'as made, which awa­
kene,I the :,stonishmcnt en•n ol' our 1•11t'mirs. The witnt'sses who, with 
fl'w exreplions, are uni\'ersally known as incorriµ;ihle drnnkards, and such 
like persons, who scarcely know the first rntliments of the Catechism, 
wrre require,! hy the prost'rutor, on tfwir oath, to give their suhjrclive aml 
ohjecti\'e ,·iews of 0111· met'linl!s, 111111 of the ,loctrines there p1·omul~·ated; 
as, if we taught' tl,e pure wonl of (iocl, ancl the like.· 

" [n ol'ller, we presume, to cool a11 excessive zeal, it has heen so ar­
rangt>cl, that the suhordinate Clergymen charg(•cl have all heen removed 
from the nei!!hhourhood-one even to heyorul Tornea. The last men­
tionc•d has hail full opportunity to l'l'<luce his temperature, (if journeying 
in the opl'n air can clo this,) seeiu~ he was ol'lkreil, only three months 
after his m'l'in1l at the fal'-distant Tornea, to attPncl the sessions at 
K-- ; and had to travel two hundl'ed ;m<l eighteen miles 1'-wedish, 
(nearly fourteen hun,lred English!) to answer to the <'harge of e11co110 
l'a~·ing, not clrinkin~ aml dancing a~semhlies, hut meetings for godly edi­
fication. l\lel:incl111ly, inclee1l, would he the con1lition of the ll1•atl,en, if 
the rt>st of the cidlized world took the same view of efforts to send 
the Gospel to the dal'k places of thP earth, which is taken hy our lowe1· 
authorities. Christians, in other hancls, think and act differently. The 
Lord ii:rnnt them greatel' success in their enclea1·0111·s, than we in 0111· 
father-land ha,·e met with I The hope of increasing. by om· small con­
trihutions, the funds of the Swedish J\Iis~ionary Society has, for the 
present Bt least vanished.'' 

" The religious awakenini which has, hy the hlessing of God, taken 
place in the north of Finland, has, I am told, been reported sul> srci•pfo to 
the Imperial Senate, as entirely of a political characte1·, and the Clerl!ymen 
connected therewith have been rep1·esented as leaders of an association 
most dangerous to the public weal. The consequence of such misrepre­
sentations may easily he anticipated. But I am too well acquainted with 
Acts xxiv. 2-8, to allow myself to feel astonishment or nlarm at the mo~t 
nging sto1·ms of Satanic wrath. ' If God he for us, who can he against 
us?' General experience testifies, that, when the spirit of darkness is 
conquerecl in the theolog·ical field, he removes the strife within the poli­
tical sphere, and fancies he has then reached his proper vantage-ground, 
in contending against the servants of Christ. The Jews coul,I not obtain 
the crucifixion of our Saviour as a heretic; hut they accomplished theit· 
end by cha1·ging him with sedition. The case comes on again at K---, 
the 19th of next month, and the Cle1·gyman, referred to in my last, must 
:rnew take his long journey to appear there. He feal'iessly continues 
holding meetings, and collecting for the Missions, to the great surprise 
of his opponents. ~'lay the Goel of peace strengthen us in om· wenkness !'' 

" In consequence of an unavoiclahle journey in :mother direction, for 
the performance of official duties, the ClerJryman residing at Tornea had 
it not in his power to be present at the sessions J;ist month. He sent in 
a ::\lemorial, explaining the 1·eason for his ahsence, as also containing his 
dPfence; hut all this was of no avail. The Court, in direct opposition to 
existing laws, has, de jure, cleprired this servant of God of his personal 
liherty, by ordering that he shall, by leg-:il measures, be brought before 
the sessions next Apdl. It depends therefore on the Crown ( lllieer of the 
district, in whose powe1· he is now left, whet.her or not this Clergyman 
of the national Ch111·ch shall as a p1·iso11e1·, be conveyed to the next meet­
ing of Court. Only Pnstor .M-- has heen charged with prom11lgating 
erroneous doctrines. Such as pe1·sonally know .M--, a man of good com­
mon sense, anc..1 richly giftecl with spiritual knowledge ancl wisdom, on the 
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one harnl; :md, on the othe1·, the )ll'Osecutor, a man sunk into intemper­
ance, and utterly destitute of litera1·r, much morn of religious, culture; 
cannot lmt consi,ler l,is attacl< on l\1-- as most :ihsurd, and unfol'tunate 
for his 01,·11 ohjert. The Lord, whose ways are unsearchable, has so order­
ed it, that our enemies have ventured upon a field of contest, where they 
are by no means a match for us. To help the prosecuto1· out of the 
dilemma into which he was thrown by the natm·al question of M--, 
' \I' hat are the errors which I am chargl'1I with 1lisseminating ?' the Court 
decided that the prosecutor could not state pa1·ticulars, the general charge 
heing sufficient. l\1-- is thl'reforl' charged with heresy, without being 
informed as to the doctrines deemed heretical." 

"The action against the Finnish Clergyman was resumed at the K­
sessions, and continued for several rlavs. On the evidence of one hun­
dred and fifty witnrsse~, we had estahli°shed the fact, that our meetings 
)!ad no othe,· object than the instruction of the people in Christianity ; the 
promoters of the scheme perceiving that their gatherings from the politi­
cal mine were hy far too mea11:re to support the wished-for cha1·ge of 
sedition, turned their attention to another course of proceeding, which 
they hoped woultl be more successful. ,\ scrntiny was commenced re­
garding ou1· private ancl domestic life ; and circumstances, having not the 
most distant connexion with meetings or i\Iissionary-hoxes, were inquired 
into. All that we have said for years gone by, on any suuject, so fat· as 
the memory of the witnesses extends, is carefully entered in the minutes 
of evidence, without any reply bein~ made to our inquiry as to why this 
is 1lone. The following ai·e among the general intenogations addressed 
to the witnesses:-' Have these Clergymen cleli,·ered the pu1·e doctrines 
of the Gospel?' 'Have they been l,unlensome to their cong1·egations ?' 
'Have they persuaded any to put money in the i\lissionary-box ?' 'lla,•e 
you seen what they ha,·e in their chests of presses,. ' Have you observed 
any intolernnce in them?' &c. &c. To show whether our doctrine is 
consistent with the Bihle, and the symuols of our Church, and whether 
our conduct di verses in any respect from that of the multitude, sen-a11ts 
are called, and e,·en drunkards from the spirit-shops. l'an any one ven­
ture to say that the witnesses against us are competent ? i\lany of them, 
who are thus examined reg;,nling our ortho1loxy, cannot read with any 
correctness ; and they are asked if the defendants are free from erroneous 
opinions! It would be less surprising if such ,ritnessesas havl' been pre­
sent at our meetings, and seen the l\lissionary-lwxes, were alloll'erl to 
tl'stify to much irrelevant matter; hut om· amazement knon·s no boun(ls 
when we percei,·e that many witnesses who have never seen either the one 
or the other, are allowed, acconling to the words of one of our opponents, 
' to make genl'ral reflections,' all which arn inserted in the minutt>s, 
whether connected with the .charges 01· not. One of these reflecting 
friends was a brother Clergyman. His evidence had no immediate refer­
ence to any of the pe,·sons ch:ll"g·ecl ; hut he gladly embraced the oppo1·­
tunity of pouring out a flood of invective against all vital A'odliness, which 
he cll'signated enthusiasm. During his exte111led fulminations, one of 
the defenrlants was 1·eminded of the prayer of David, 2 Sam. xv. :lt. 
Nor di(l he lift his soul to Gud in vain. The witnes.~, in the heat of l11s 
zeal, forgot where he was, and the oath he had taken, oeparting most 
grienmsly from the truth. It tnrnl'd out so, that hl' cited a ce1·tai11 (locu­
ment in support of his statements, which, by the mal"l'ellous :u·rangements 
of the God of grace, was actually in the possession of oue of the defen­
dants; ,\nd the prorluction of wl,ich in Court convicted the ungn:mled 
witness of pe1·j111-y. This set'med to operntc as a check on 0111· persecutors. 
The case was, ho,ve,·er, again adjourned, to give the prnsecuto1· time for 
producingfu1·the1·evidcnce." 
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" I 1·efen·e1l in a former lettel' to a religious awal<ening in the neigh­
bourhood of N-- C--, where a young Clergyman, l\lr. 0--, ha~ 
zealously endeavoured to fulfil his spiritual engagements. lfe also has 
heen prosecuted befoa·e the Court, anrl ( have no1v the opportunity of 
~tating the result. The charge against him is, that he has, 011 Reven 
seveml Sahhath.dnys, had meetings of the people, to examine them in the 
Catechiijm, and promote their Ch1·istia11 improl'ement. For this, and no 
othea· crime, he is lined two hundred and Pighty-eight rulJles ; and inas­
much as the meetings were held on the Lord's-day, he is fined one hun­
dre1l rnhles eighty kopecks for SAnIJATu-mt~:AKING ! 0-- having pre­
sented a memorial to the Court, demonstrating that it was his unavoitlahle 
official duty as a puhlic Teacher, thus in season and out of se:ison to in­
struct his people, he is fined for this act twenty-eight rulJles ci;d1ty 
kopecks. Of the othe1· persons charged, a farmer is lined tl1ree hu111h-1Hl 
ruhles; and the others, some fifty, some thirty. The ca~e is carried to 
the llig·h Court at \V--, and the Consistoa·y of A--. 

"The examinations a~ainst us at K-- were continued and acljourned 
nwre than once, to afford time ' for further evidence.' That we may ex­
pect a much more sel'ere sentence than 0--, is cleat·, inasmuch ,is we 
ha n• held more numerous meetin!'s. The general opinion is, that we 
shall, for our meetings an<l :\lissionary.\wxes, be fine<l heavily, ttnd 
deprfoed <if'oul' clericul <ffice. In the miil~t of all these storms a111\ hindea·­
ances, the work of the Lord proceeds gloriously. \V ith heaa·tfelt joy ( 
can assure you, that the Go1l of love has employed these pe1·secutions as 
a means of awakening not a few to a concern for their souls. Praised be 
His 1,:racious name for ernr ! l\Iany young Clergymen in the north nrul 
south of Finland hal'e listened to the call of God, seek etel'llal life for 
the111sel ves and others, and conduct regularly such meetings as these foa· 
laoliling· "'hich we suffer. Among the students in \V--, many have 
been (1uickened hy the Spirit of God. The mind which was iu Christ 
Jesus, is rooted in many directions, and spreads; so that Satan will re­
quire much time, labour, and pains, to darken that sun of rig·hteousness, 
which has arisen, after a glodous dawning, upon a people sitting in dark­
ness. The Lord help and strengthen us now and ever! Amen." 

"F--, September 1 Btli, 1839. 
" At length, the long-continued and oft.adjourned prosecution against 

us has been brought to a close at the K-- sessions. The prosecutor 
t:rnl'etl a sentence against the Clea·gymen charged, condemning them to 
double penalties, and urged that i\1--, D--, ancl L-- should be de­
prived of theia· office, and IJanished from the country. The Court, in 
passing sentence, remitted the whole case, as regards the Clergymen, to 
the decision of the Consistorial Court in A--. But the farmers anti 
others who had either opeued their rooms for, or attended, the so-called 
illegal meetinl{s, were amercetl in fines amounting to a total sum of not 
less than twehe tliousand rix.dollars (about £700). Both prosecuto1· 
and defendants complained of the sentence, and appealed to the High 
Court. One fanuer was fined fourteen rubies forty kopecks for the c1·inre 
of ha1·ing ;& l\Jissioraary-box in his house. A peasant was fined fourteen 
ruhles foa·ty kopecks, because he had sung one of the 'songs of Zion,' on 
a Saturday e1·eni11g, at home in his own house, and an equal sum for Sab. 
batl1-lireaking; it being carried tl1at tl,e Sabbath begius at 6. P. M. on 
Satunlay. Various articles which had been co11trihute1l to the i\1issio11 
cause, an,\ the proceeds arisiug from the ~ale of which would hal'e been 
trans111ittc1i to 1111! Swe,lish ~lissiouary Society, were confiscated, and 
Ol'flered to he sold by puulic auction, for the benefit of the poor of the 
parish of K--. 
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"Is it possil,lc that we li,·e in a Christian land, and experience such 
tliing-s? The Teacher is visited with pains and penalties, because he in­
st rnt·.ts his hearer~; the hea1·ers are amerced in 1111heard-of heavy fines, 
because thev li,te11 to the iustrnctions of their Teachers! It is now 
cstahlisht>•l in our country, that a Crown Office1· can set at nought the 
Clergy's Jiht>1·ty of teaching,-a liberty secured to our !orefothers, by t~ie 
I{ in;);s of Sweden, and solemnly pledged to us by the Empern1· of llussia. 
,v e 'nePd not go further in search of the cause of all this, than the trnth, 
that as in the hegi11ning. so now, he that is born after the flesh per­
secutes him that is horn after the Spirit. The original e11mity between 
the Seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent continues to operate. 
But prnised he the God of !{race, who has counted us worthy to suffer 
shame for the name of 0111· Lord Jesus. A time of refreshing from the 
Loni h,is certainly hecn sent to ou1· land. \Ve lrnd deeply-intereste1l 
hearers at the ses,;ions of K--, from nurue1·ous and far-<list;tnt places ; 
for the most part 1\linisters of the Gospel. burning with zeal tu contend 
manfully against Satan am! his husts. Pray fur us, that we may be faith­
ful unto death." 

26.-AMERIC.\N !\hss10N TO TflE Ni,;sTORI.\N~ AT OonooMIAH. 

[The following pleasing account of the American l\lission to the 
Nestol'ian Churches will, we thi11k, he intenisting to 0111· readers. The 
first extract is from the vale,lictory arldl'ess of the Board to the 1levoted 
l\lissionaries previously to their eml,arkation for Persia. The other 
JIOl'tion of the statements speaks for itself.-En.] 

Though you are to reside in the land of the Moslems, yo111· )al,ours 
will he specially clirecte<l to one of the oriental churches, the Church of the 
Armeni,ms. There are pe1·haps 200,000 Armenians in Coustantinople, 
and as many 11s 2,000,000 in different parts of Asia. They orig-i11ated in 
the country, not far from the shores of the l\Iediterranean, lllack, and 
Caspian Seas, which is supposed to lrnvl' cradll'd the human ract'. l\lany 
of them are still found in that counti-y; but the 11ation is widely ,lisperse1l. 
as the result of the wars of Tog·ruhl, Timoor, Shah Al,l,as, i\lohammed 
II., and other con<111ernrs, in ages long since past ; and also as the re~ult of 
their peculia1· fondness fo1· trnde and commerce, which has made tht>m th<, 
richest, if not the mo,;t intelligt-nt, of the Christian s!'cts in the East. Thu 
other oriental sects are the Greek, the Coptic o,· Egyptian, the Jacobitr, 
and the Nestorian. The last two uf thest-, the Jacul,ite and Nestoria11, 
belong to the Syrian nation, and seceded, in the fifth centur1·, fro Ill tloe 
church of Antioch, then forming a part of the Greek church ; as its small 
remnant, foun1l in Damascus and ;\lesopotamia, now does. It was also in 
the fiftli century, that the Annenians were separated from the (;reek 
church. The differences in doctrine and ritual between these ,·arious 
sects are on no points of vital importance, though regarded, of coursl', as 
of serious magnitude by the sects themselves. 

The Hoard, unde1· whose patronag·e you go forth, has missions amon;.: 
the members of the Greek, the Nestorian, ar11l the Armenian churches. Our 
mi,;sionaries to the Grnek church occupy two stations in Greece, three in 
Asia I\Ii11or, two in Syria, an,] one in Cyprns. Tl,o,;e to the Nestoriaus 
occu11y a station in Persia, near the t'a!itern hase of the Koordish muun­
tai11~; an<l a second station is ahout bl'ing ocrupied on the ,,·1•stern si,le uf 
the same mountains. Tlw l\lissionaries to the Armcnians are at Constan­
tinoplt>, and at three stations in Asia l\linor; ,md a station is alwnt. being 
fo1·111c1I at Erzl'room, withiu the bouuds of the anei~nt Armenia itself. 

Th,• ohjcct of 11111· missio11s lo the oriental cl111rd1cs, is tirst, to re,·il'e the 
knowledge :1111] spirit of the !\'Ospcl among them; aml secondly, 1,y tl11s 
means, to operate upon the l\luhammcdans. At the same lime, this doe,; 
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not preclu1le the idea of dirl!ct missions to the l\lohammedans themselves, 
which we nlso have-one missionary to them heiug reijident in Con~tanti-
11ople, aud another in Persia. But to thinl1 of exe1·ling much influence 
1111011 the Mohammedan mind, while the native Ch1·istian chul'Ches remain 
11s they arn, is out of the question, without such a divine inteq1osition as 
we are not 11uthoriz1•d to expect. The Mohammedans look upon the na­
tive Chl'istians :is living exemplificatio11s of what Chl'istianity is. They see 
that these Christians ai-e 110 hetter than themselves; they think them to 
he even wo1·,;e ; aml this opinion is said to be correct hy the Eul'opeans ge­
nerally who have resided in T11rl1ey. The conse1p1ence is irnwitahle and 
unquestionahle; the Mohammedan confidently assel'ts the Koran to he 
mol'e excellect than the Bible, and his own religion than the gospel. In 
,·ain do we 1·eply that the nativ,, (;hl'istians have lost the knowledge and 
~pirit of the gospel, and that their immoral lives are the1·efore, in 110 sense, 
thP elftct of the gospel. The Moh11mmedan has never seen any other 
elT,·ct, and he will not read the Bilile to correct the evidence of his senses, 
anti perhaps, too, of his painful expel'ience. He tl'eats that holy hook with 
the contempt he feels fo1· its professed followers. Hence a comp1·ehensive 
and wise srstem of effol'ts f«Jl" the conversion of the Muhammed,111s of 
,v est,•ru Asia, will emh1·ace a system of efforts for the spiritual preserva­
tion of the oriental churches. Thesl! clml"Ches must be refol'med. Lights 
must be made to burn once mol'e upon those candlesticks that l'emain. The 
fire of a pure Christianity must be rekindled upon tho,e Christian altars. 
In all the professedly Chl'istian communities of Western Asia, there must 
be living examples and proofs of the holy, happy influence of the l'eligion 
of Jesus. Thei-e must he the wal'ning, reprnof, conection, and instruction 
in righteousuess. so powerfully iufluential in a holy lifo. In the mind of 
the '.\Ioslem, Chl'istianity must cease to be associated with all that is mean 
and contemptible. It must l'ise in its proper intelligence and spil'itual 
11ignity, aml ceasing to act mel'ely on the defensive, must commence ag­
gressive movements on the surrounding empil'e of darkne&s and delusion. 
As the l'elative position of the Christian and the '.\>Ioslem, in the social 
system, is changing every day, and the changes are all in fa,·ou1· of the 
Cl,ristian, the time is near, if it has not come, when this may be done. 

The existence of these numernus bodies of Christians among the Moham­
medan nations, is one of the most remarkable facts which meets the at­
tention of the 1·eligious obse1·ver of the world. They constitute more than 
one-third part of the population of Constantinople, which is believed to 
exceed a million, and they are found in all the provinces of the empire, 
They are found in Per,ia, and in the countl'ies heyond. Their numbe1· in 
the Mohammedan nation is supposed to be five millions. Being so numer­
ous and so dispersed, were the mighty powei· of God at once to revive the 
spil'it of the gospel in all of them, a flood of light would bul'St upon almost 
the whole Turkish empire, anrl would shine far up on the great central 
high lands of Asia. The followers of the false prnpht•t would look on with 
wonder-perhaps with hatre«I and persecution; hut n~,v ideas of the gos­
pel would be forced upon them, and no longel' could they hoast of the 
rnor,. excellent natul'e and infl11ence of theii- own religion. Thus the gos­
pel woul«l ;,t once he proclaimed to them, most convincingly prnclaimed, in 
thousands of places. It would shine upon them from every quarter. It 
would no longer be a candle under a bushel. It would be a cit_v on a hill, 
which could not be hid. It would be a" \'Oice crying· in the wilderness." 
It \\Ould cry'without, and utter its voice in the strnets, and in the chief 
pi are of concourse, in the openings of the gates. Every where it woulcl ny, 
to the amazed followers of t_he false prnphet, "How long, ye simple ones, 
n·ill ye love sim11licity? and the ~corners delight iu theil' scorning, and 
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fools hute knowledge? Turn you at my reproof. Behol1I I will pour out 
my Spirit unto you, I will make known my w01·ds unto you." 

Letter to M1·. Glen, dated Ooroomiah, 24-th Ortober, 1838. 
l\fy DEAR BaoTHl!:R,-ln you1· kind favour of the 13th inst., you request 

me to send you, for the gratification of your patrons, a short sketch of the 
history of ou1· mission to the Nestorians. Jt gives me great pleasure to 
comply with your request, and in doing so, I can in 110 way hette1· meet 
your ohject, than by briefly replying to the inquiries contained in your let­
ter, aud in the 01·der in which they there occur. You inquire-

!. The 01·igin of the Mission 11t Ooroomiah.-The American Boanl of 
Coll)missioners for Foreign Missions, ,vere induced to establish the mission 
among the Nestorians, by the very favourahle report respecting them, 
presented to the Board by the Re,·. Messrs. Smith and Dwip;ht, who visited 
the Nestorian Christian of this province, in the cou1·se of their tour of ex­
ploration, which they made in Asia Minor and Armenia, and into Georgia 
an,l Persia, in the years 182!1-30. These gentlemen were most heartily 
welcomed by the Nestodaus, in their visit among them; aud they received 
such demonstrations of artlessness and kindness from all classes of the 
people, and enjoyed such a really access to them, that 1\11'. Smith, in his 
1·e11ort to the Board, pul,lished, in his ' Researches,' says-• The week that 
we passed among them (the Nestol'ians) was among the most intensely in­
teresting of our Ii ,·es. For myself, I felt a stronger desi1·e to settle among 
them at once, as a missional'y, than amon!{ any people I have ever seen.' 
Permit me to refer you to the interesting Researches of Messrs. Smith and 
Dwight, for a good account of the Nestorians, which occurs in \'Ol. ii. of 
that wo1·k, commencing with page Hl6 ( Ame1·ican edition). 

Ooroomiah was selected as the location of our mission, from the fact of 
its l,eing a ~ecure, resitlence, in the ruitlst of a conside1·able N estorian po­
_pulation, and near the wild Koordish :\fountains, which are the home of 
the mass of the N'estorian Christians, supposed to he several h11111lred 
thousands in n11mhe1·. The province ofOoroomiah contains ahout 20,000 
Nestorians; 1rnd the city of Ooroomiah stands just at the bast, of the Koor­
dish mountains. In atldition to the advant.iges of this location, in refer­
ence to the .N' estorians, it is also, on some accounts, in itself quite an ele­
gible residence. The province of Ooroomiah is almost unrivalled in the 
charms of its scenery, comhining at once those of lake*, mountain, and 
pl!liu, on a grand a11d beautiful scale. Its soil iij also extremly fertile, its 
productions most ahuntlant, and comfortable Ii ving here is cons,,quently very 
cheap, Our experience of the climate hitherto leads us, however, to ap­
prehend consitleahle danger from febrile aJfoctions. The memhers of our 
mission have suffered a great :1mount of sickness; but our hope is that we 
shall suffer much less, as we become more accustomed to the climate. 

2. The special object of the ,.'l,li8sion, as understood by the Society and ·the 
Persian govemment respectively.-'fhe object of the Ame1·ican Board, in the 
establishment of this mission, is, by the prudent use of judicious means, to 
revive the spirit and p1·actice of the go~pel amoug the Nestorians. The 
Board, at the same time, cherish the hope and expectation, that the light 
of the gospel, thus enkindled and shiuing forth in the consistent and holy 
lives of nati,,e Christians, will also prove the most ad1'antageous and effec­
tual means of preparing the way for the introduction of Christianity among 
the l\fohammedans, in the midst of whom thl'se Christians dwell. Our 
Board view the native Christians of these Mohammedan countries as 
almost the only medium through which they can hope favourably to affect 
the Mohammedan poJJUlation, as will appeal' from a paragraph in their last 
n1111unl report, which is as follows, viz.-" It is indeed a question worthy of 

" The LRke of Ooroomi1Lh is about seventy miles long and thirty broad. 
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considerntion whether, un1ler existing circumstnnceq, missions dii·ectly and 
pl'ofeeseclly to the Mohamme,lans ,u·e riot prnmature; and "hethe1· the 
most effectunl method of publishing the i::os11el to thnt people, is not by 
raising the oriental churches from their deep spiritual degradation.. :ro 
the M ussulmans, these churches are the representatil•es of the Ch1·1stmn 
1·eligion, and tht>y are scattered ove1· the countries of lVestern Asia. The 
igno..ance, idolatry, and scand,1lo11s lives of theii· members, preach lourler 
1111d more effectually ag·ainst Christianity, than the nnit,•d voices of all 
Protestant mi;:sionari«:>s in its favour. These churches ai·e all accessilile to 
us. Their Moslem rulers are irHlilferent tu 0111· efforts, so long as we do 
not intl'rfe.-e directly with theii· own religious prejudices. ,vit11 disCl'etion 
on our part, they may he expectt>d evPn tu prutect us against lawless violence 
from our false brethren of the Christian name. Let the light and spii·it of 
the gospel he restored to the numerous fragments of the Greek, Armenian, 
and Snian churches, which are scatte1·ed ove1· the East, and they will be 
so mail)' cities set upon a hill that cannot he hid. E1·e1·y morement indeed 
towards reform among the Mohammedans should of course he encouraged ; 
but it is a question whether missions to them directly, in the present stage 
of our ope1·ations among the oriental churches, would not on the whole 
diminish the amount of our influence and usPfulnes5," 

The l'iews here expre~sed m·e undoubtedly in the main correct. Our 
Board ha1·e, however, as you are awarn, a missionarv, the Rev. Mr. Merrick, 
sent directly to the i\1Ql1nmmerlans of this counti•y: And our own opinion 
iP, that while it would be highly inexpedient and hazardous for a missionai·y 
to attempt at present to preach the gospel openly to the Mohammedans in 
Persia, he may do much preparato1·y work he1·e in the way of translation 
am! instructiou. \Ve greatly rejoice in beiug permited to welcome you to 
this country for the very interesting and important object of translating 
the Holy Scriptures into the Persian language. \Ve believe your patrons 
could not perform better service fo1· the great cause, than liy engaging in 
this undertaking. 

The objects of our mission, were never very formally explainecl to the 
Per~ian government ; but they are understood hy the authorities and hy 
the Persians generally to he the instruction ancl benefit of the N estorians; 
which are in fact our immedi11te object. 

3, Thefi1cilities gra11ted hy, or anticipated from, the Pe1·sian govemment 
for securing these object11.-\Ve ha,•e ne,·er made a very formal application 
to the Persian government for patronage or protection, A rema1·k of the 
Rev. l\Jr Smith, author of the' Resea1·che~; struck me with much force at 
the time it was made, ancl my subsequent experience and ohsen·ation have 
only confirmed my conviction of its correctness. 1 inquired of him whe­
ther he thougf1t it would be expedient for me before entering upon my 
lahourA, to petition the Persian government for permiss;ou to tlu so. He 
replied, ' If you petition you will most likely only petition a denial. I 
would rather advise that you assume the right, which the i:-ospel ce1·tainly 
l(i ,·es us, and enter quietly upon your wOJ·k, and I l,ave little apprehen­
~ion that you would be interrupted. I adopted the course hern recom­
mended. 

n_'ithout mak_ing any formal application, however, n·e have enjoyed the 
efficient protection, and e1·en the encouragement of Persian authorities. 

\Ve ha1·e English protection; and the English ambassador and other 
English gentleman, particularly 0111· excellent friend Dr Riach have from 
time to time wl'itten to the authorities of this province, chargi°ng them to 
protect us. They have also requested Persian nobles of this city 1·esiding 
at 'feheran, to write to their friends here, commending us to their kindness 
anil these letters have been duly 1·egarded. These p1·ecaotio11s on the 
part of our Euglish friends, an<! their value, will be understood when it 
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is recollected that the people of Ooroominh hnd seen little of European~ 
before 1ve came here-that no Europeans besides oursdves reside nmong 
them-an1l that this city nml province are noted as the residence of the 
lawless Lootee, the professiom,l 1·uffinns of Persia. 

Prnvide11ce has also favournbly dispose,! Persian authorities towards our 
ohject. During the first year of our resi,lence here l{ohmman Mirza, a 
bwthcr of the l<ing of Persia. and regent of Arlerhija11, came to Ooroomiah 
on his return from an expedition against the Koonls. \Vhen he reached 
this city he directed his uncle i\lalek l{assim l\lirza, wl,o was in his suite, 
to rPquest prrmission to visit us a11d our hoarding school, of which they 
had previously ht•ard. This request was of course rea,lily granted. Prince 
Malek Kassim l\Iirza. on a day appuinte,I, visite,I and dined with us. 
He also visited our hoarding-school, expressed himself much gratified with 
the performances of the scholars-highly commeruled tlll'm, and exhorted 
them to diligence and perseverance in thei1· studies. And the impression 
which his 1·eport, respectinir us and our ol\ject, made on the mind of 
Kohraman Mirza, may be infen-ed from the tenor of a fii·man which thnt 
p1·ince, entirely unsolicited, issued immediately in our favou1·. 

The following is a Translotion of the Firman. 
The command of his 1-Iill;hness is:---' \Vhereas the \"ery honourable and 

1·espected gentlemen, Mr. Perkins and Mr. Grnnt, at Ooroomiah, are attend­
ing to the education of the people, ;md re111le1· the people useful, by teach­
ing them European science, the grnce of our Excellency aud Highness, 
having become favournbly disposed towards them, we order and commnnd 
th1·ee soldiers for thei1· safety, during this hanest sea$Oll and onward; and, 
in accordance with his grnce, we command that they shall he hono111·ed, 
and have occasion to praise our beneficence. It is our command that the 
respected and noble lord, Nadjeff Kooly Khan, governor of Ooroomiah, 
shall take care to protect them in every respect ; and he shall give to 1:ach 
of the three soldiers, the guard of thei1· safety, the sum of tweh·e tmn1111s 
(£6), and never ~hall he neglect it. It is ordered that the trusty secreta­
ries arrange anti execute the sum of this hlesse,I command. 

Written in tl,e month Jemad1:al, in the year 12,52 (of the Hegira). 
This lirman bears the seals of the prince, and two of his secretaries; and, 

while we know tl,at ' it is better to trnst in the Loni, than to put confi­
dence in princes,' we still feel constraineu, if the Lord make them nursing 
fathers to his Church, to rl'joice a11d give thanks fo1· it. That the abovo 
firman has heen duly respcctPd hy the governor and people of Ooroomiah, 
a single fact will suffiriently show. Not long after it ll'aS issued, I, with 
my colleagues, was 011 a visit to one of our schools, situated in a village 
ahout fifteen miles distant from this city. \Vhile walking through that 
village, we were mdely and frightfully attacked by some d1-unken Mussul­
mans. One of them suddenly drew his dagger, and stahbecl me with in­
descrihable fury. 

I was just nicovei-ing from a fever, and still so weak, that, in springing 
from him, I fell to the ground, mid thus evaded the violence of the we:ipon. 
It Jio,vever, slightly entere<l my body; and, but for Di\'ine interposition, 
would in all prouahly, have dune fatal execution. As the assault seemed 
to be the result, not at all of populiH· p1·ejudice, but merely of the rnging 
of strong tlrink, we felt inclined to do little more in reference to it, than 
praise Guel for the stl"iking deli,·erance,-a thing which, as you know, every 
missionary l111s frequent and strong· occasion to do. 

Scarceh•, however, had we an-ived at ou1· homes, when the affair having 
1·eachetl t"t,e ears of the go,·e1·nor, he sent a messeng·er to us, with the 
preatest solicitude, to inquire into the circumstances of the c11~e. We 
gave them, and without any complaint or ap11lication on our part, he ap-
1:-i·11hendecl the principal assailant, and caused 250 lashes, to be laid upou 
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hi11 naked back, in the presence of n lnrge concoul'se of 11eople. lVe 1·eport­
ed the assault to the E11glishambassn1lor, and he represented it to the ldng, 
who immerliately sent ol'ders to the prince of this province, to apprehen1l 
and punish tl1e off'e111l1'1's. Ahout two mo11thR afte1· the occun·ence, a mes­
senger came t hcrdure from the prince, to seize the asrnilants, whose a11-
p1·oach heing 1.nown, both assailants anti lht'ir connexions abscomled. 

The impression was thus strongly rn,11le upon the miuds of the people 
here, that any annoyauce offered to 11s 110111d lie promptly and efficiently 
re1ln•sse1l. And the assault detailctl ahol'e, is the onh• one of se1·ious cou­
S<'qnence which we have ev1•r ex11nil'nt·ed frum ~Ioi,amme,lans, since we 
entered this country. l1uleed it would lie 1lui11µ; them injustice not to 
ack11owlt>1lµ;e, that, with this ~ingle exception, which arose from intoxication, 
they hal'e treal.t>tl us with uniform kiucluess anti great respect. And 0111· 
01111 experience le:uls us fully to believP, that hvth rulers and peoplt! will 
protect a missionary, laliou1·ing prntlcntly in this country, for the henelit of 
the nati,·e Christians, or e,·en engage,! in indirect efforts, as translation, 
instruction, &c. fo1· the Mohammedan pop11l:ition . 

. 1,. Tlw mensul'ea actually adt1pted by the -"lisJ·io11ni·ies for tu1·11ing these 
facilities to account.-1 was the first missionary appointed to this mission. 
I left 1\merica on the 21st of September, 18:l3, nnd reached Constantino­
ple in Decemhe1· of the same yenr, with no compnnion save l\-Irs. Pe1·kins. 
Our society had carnPstly desired to st>nd with us a medical associate, but 
wern unable to procure one liefore ou1· embarkation. lVe lingered at 
Constantinople u11til the following spring, in the hope of being joined there 
by a physician, hut. in this we we.-e disappointed ; and, on the I 'ilh of 
Mav, 11!34, we sta1'ted for l'e1·sia alone. The limits of this communication 
forbid me to narrate the incidents of tli;,t journey. Even a hl'ief historical 
sketch of our mission, howeve1·, would he too imperfect, were I not to allude 
to the untold sufferings and annoyances which ll'e, particularly Mrs. Per­
kins, then in delicate health, encounterecl from the rude and oppressive 
conduct of Russian officers, in Georgia, especially at the town of Gumry, 
and at the quar:mtinc ground, on the southern frontier. Ami eqnallr de­
fective would my communication he, were I to omit to acknowledge the ve1·y 
kind anti prnmpt measures taken by the gentlemen of both the Rus.ian 
:and the E11glish embassies, in this cou ntl·y, to effect our relief, as soon as 
our circumst1mces were made known to them. 

\Ve reachetl Tabreez, August 23, 183!,. The almost miraculous recovery 
of Mrs. Perkins from a very seve1·e sickness, which carried her quite to the 
brink of the grave, immediately after our anival, induced prohalily by her 
sufferings and exposure in Geo1·gia, can never cease to be to us a matte!' of 
tender and heartfelt thanksgiving to God. 

I 1leemetl it imprudent to locate my family at this remote station, with 
no missionary associate and therefore resolved to reside at Tabreez, until 
a physician sho11ltl join us. I soon made a journey to Ooroomiah myself, 
to procure a competent teacher, and reconnoitre the field. The Nesto­
l'ia11s, on learning my object, welcomed me most cordially to my missiona1·y 
wor!1. 'J wo of thei1· most intelligent ecclesiastics, a bishop and a priest, 
readily engaged to go and reside with me at Tabreez, until I shoultl tiring 
my family to Ooroomiah. They went with me to Tahreez, and were 
successfully occupied, in studying the English language, and teaching me 
their own, about one year, when our first associates, Dr. and Mrs Grant, 
joined us at Talireez. Soon after theia· arrival, we all remove1I to Ooroo-
111iah. Our families reached this city, 011 November 20, 1835. 

On our first ara-ival at Ooroomiah, Dr. Grant opened a medical dispensary, 
which wa~ 1·esortetl to by great numliers of the sick of all classes of both 
Nestorian's anrl i\lohammedans. In the course of two months after our ar­
rival, we 011eued a boanling-school, with the particular design of rearing 
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up teachers and preachers, which was immedintely filled with p1·omising 
young Nestorians. Among the first scholars were several young priests and 
deacons. About the same time I commenced t.-anslating the Scriptures 
from the ancient Syriac into the modern or spoken language of the Nesto­
rians. 

During the first year of our 1·esidence here, we also opened three free­
schools among I his people. The N estorians had no schools when we reached 
them. \Ve employed copyists to construct reading cards fo1· our schools, 
from parts of the Bihle which I was translating. Hap1>ily too, the entire 
Scriptures exist in the ancient Syriac; and we were thus enabled from the 
fi1·st, to fumish reading matter for Ol\r schools, in both the ancient and the 
modern languages. \Ve have also cii·culated these Scripture cards in thl' 
form of tracts, and have distributed the Sy1·iac Sc1·iptures among such of 
the people as can read. \Ve have had free and extensive intercourse with 
the people, and have made it an object in such intercourse to impart directly 
:md indirectly religious instruction. Soon after our arrival we took into 
0111· families several of the most influential Nestorian ecclesiastics-two 
bishops, th1·ee priests, and one 01· two deacons, who have been occupied in 
study, in tc-achiug us their lang·uage, and in trnnslation, and have thus 
been brought under 0111· immediate influence and control. 

On the Sabbaths we hold religious services, with the natil'es connected 
with our families, and the membel's of our boarding-school, making a con­
gregation of about sixty persons, and preach to them the gospel in their 
own language. We have a printing p1·ess on the way to this country, 
wliich, when put in motion, will of course greatly facilitate and give 
efficiency to 0111· educational and religious operations. \-Ve have also made 
it an object to teach Nestorian mechanics the construction of comfortable 
al'ticles of householcl furniture, and othe1· points likely to advance the 
people in civilization. 

5. The woi·king of the measures you have been led to adopt. -Our object 
among the Nestorians has not been to introduce among them new creeds, 
nor induce individual convnts to abandon their own comm1111io11, and attach 
them~elves to us, or any Protrstant denomination; but rather to affect the 
whole ma~s, by diffusing among them the light of knowleclg·~, and the light 
of divine truth, in the hope that they may, hy the hlessing of God, he thus 
gradually raised from their deep degradation, and brought to the knowledge 
and practice of the pure gospel. 

The measures which I have detailed ahove, having this object in vie\v, 
have hitherto been graciously succeeded beyond our most sanguine expec­
tations. 0111· medical di~pensary has done much to conciliate all classes of 
the natives towards us and our ohject, in addition to the great amount of 
relief from physical suffering, which it has extl'ncled to this suffering peo­
ple. Our opinion is deciderlly in farnur of medical practice, in conr,exion 
with Chl'istian missions, alike fol' the comfort of miRsional'y families, the 
l'elief of tile sick among the natives, and the success of missionary lahours. 
Our schools have heen full and flourishing, the progress of the scholars has 
been highly encournging, ancl the schools are exerting a very beneficial in­
fluence 011 the villuges in which they nl'e situated. The ecclesiastics con­
nected with our families afford still stronger evidence ofprofici~ncy in lrnow­
ledge and general imprnvement; and some of them, we hope, give increas­
ing indications of serious concern for their eternal well-being, and that of 
their people. 

There are mauy thin~s in the Nestorians peculiarly favou1·able to the 
successful operation of the system of means which we have commenced 
11mong them. They are natumlly n very kind, hospitable people,-very 
artless fo1· Asiatics,-1·emadrnhly libe.-al toward other sects of nominal 
Christians, and strongly desirous of impl'llvement. The patl'iarch, l\lnr 
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Shimon, who resides in the heRrt oflhe Koordish Mountnins, hns repeatedly 
written us, exp1·essing his joy and sati8faction, thut we have come nmong 
his peoplt1, his gratitude fo1· our efforts for thei1· benefit, and his earnest 
desire for ou1· p1·ospel"ity; and such has been the language, and apparently 
the fl'elings, of all his people. 

The religious charncte1· of the Nestoriaus also presents much fewe1· ohstn­
cles to their becoming enlightened, than that of other oriental Christians. 
!f'heir religious helief and practices are much more simple and accordant 
with Scripture. They hnve the greatestabhonence of all imnge-worship and 
ouricula1· confession, and many other co1T111.t pratices of the Papal, Greek, 
and Armenian churche,, while they cl1erish a high reverence for the Holy 
Scriptures, and place them, in theory at leaRt, for abo\'e all human tradi­
tions. Indeed, the Nestoi-ians may not improperly be denominated the 
Pl"Ote~tants of Asia. 

\Vitl1 all these facilities, however, there are also formidable obstacles to 
our wo1·k. The Nesto1·ians are much u1ule1· the influence of human, ancl 
many childish, trnilitions. Tht>y attach great importance to their numerous 
fasts :md external ceremonies, to the neglect of purity of heart, and even of 
external morality. They :n·e dee11ly degraded in morals. The vice of lying 
is almost universal, among both ecclesiastics and people. Intemperance is 
fearfully prel'a)ent ; the Sabbath is reckoned a holiday, and profaneness 
aud other vices are very common, The Nestorians seem lite1·ally to l111ve 
a 11ame to live, while they are dead. 

The political condition of the Nestorians, in this p,·ovince, is also un­
favourable to their improvement. They are sorely oppressed hy their 
.Mohamme,lan masters. The fruits of thei1· harcl and honest toil are wan­
tonly and mercilessly extorted from them. Their daughters :n·e often 
seized, and compelled to become the wives of Mussulmans, and profess the 
.Mohammedan religion. The whole population are thu8 ground down to 
the dust under a rigorous and galling bondag-e. This opp1·essio11 renders 
them constantly restless and unquiet. Some earnestly desire to emigrate to 
the Russian provinces, hoping that they might find a bettei· condition un­
tler nominally ChTistian masters; arul all are ready to u1·ge thei1· oppres8ion 
as an apology fo1· their deep degradatio?r, anti even fo1· their appalling im­
mornlities. The political condition of many of the Nestorians, amongst 
the Koonlish mountains, is, according to their own testimony, e1•en lt>ss 
eligible than that of the people of Ooroomiah, exposed as they constantly 
are to the lawless <lepredations of the sa1·age Koords. The difficulty and 
danger of travelling among the Koor<ls, will also prove a great hindrance 
to our gaining aeces.-; to the Nesto.-ians. There are, however, some iude. 
pendent <li,tricts of Nestorians amon/1." the mountains, so thickly populated, 
as to enable the i11hahila11ts to defend themselves against the Koords, 
which present to us \"err promising fields for cultivation, wheuever we 
shall be able to make ou1· way thrnugh the marauding Koordish tribes 
which surround them. The s11oken language of the N t'storians, scattel"ed 
and oppressed as they are, is nat111•;1lly ancl nt>cessarily a barbarous jargon. 
O.-igiually the nohle ancient Syriac, it is now greatly corrnpted by con. 
tractions and inversions, and by the, int1·oduction of almost innumerable 
Turkish, Persian, and Koordish words, as a given district is situated in 
the vicinity of those respecti,·e nations. To reduce such a language to 
writing, and harmonize the various conflicting dialects, so as to form an 
intelligible ancl acceptable commo,1 medium, is, as you well lmow, no small 
nor easy undertaking. But notwithstandi11g thPse difficulties, our efforts 
have been prosperously commenced, and have hitlrerto succeeded in a man­
ne1· that encourages us to continue vigorously to prosecute our work, in 
the hope that we shall reap in due time, if we faint not . 
• 6. Preaent state and future pi·ospccts of the Mission.-These points have 
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necessarily heen in a measure ~nticipated, in replying to ,·ou1· 1>revious 
inquiries. I may, however, more particularly rerunrk, that the gene1·al 
p_rospects of our mission were neve~ mo1·e encouraging than at the present 
time. \Ve St'em to possess the ent11·e confidence of all classes of Nestol'iaus. 
They manifest a strong attachment to us as missional'ies, and an increas­
ing inte1·est in oui· operations. \Ve have many more applications fo1· 
schools, than ou1· means will enable us to sustain. Our schools continue 
to meet ou1· most .sanguintJ expectations ; especially considering the limit­
t>d supply of books, and other appariitu~, which we artJ ahle to furnish fo1· 
tl,em; an,I the uatil-es connectetl with our fa111ilies are, we ha,•e reason to 
hope, heco111ing more anti more interested in the study of the Bihle, more 
<'nrngelical iu theil' ,·iel\'s, an,l increasingly serious iu l'egarcl to their etel'­
nal coucerni,. lleing influential eccle;iastics, we hope, through them, to 
exe1·t a strong and salutary inlitlence on their people. 

Our mission now consists of four members, two clergymen (the Rev. A. 
L: Holladay and rni·self), a physician (Dr. Grant), and a superintendent 
ot schools (.\Jr. William R. Stocking), with our families. A print,•1· is ere 
lo11g expected to join us The press-that mighty engine of rnornl power 
-will, we trnst, here as el~ewhere, prore a most important auxilia1·y in 
promoting the kingdom of our Lord. 

A dark cloud, that excites our apprehensions in reference to this peo­
ple, has just gathered in our horizon. Since I commenced this communi­
cation, two P;ipal emissal'ies have t.>ntered this province, with the design 
of attempting to subject the N estorians to the dominion of their master, 
the Pope. The Papal hierarch has long been anxious to bring under his 
withering sway the entire Syrian chul'ch. In the regiQn of l\Josul, on the 
western side of the Koordish mountains, the wiles of Jesuit emis~al'ies 
have succeeded in leading the whole Nestorian populati,m to submit to 
Catholic rule. But in this province, and among the mountains, Catholic 
influence has hitherto been very limited. The Nestorians of these regions 
b:ive nobly resisted; and our hope and our prayer is, that they may con­
tinue to resist the intrie-ues aml as,aults of the" !\Ian of Sin." 

It is delightful to contemplate the attitude of the Nestol'ian church, and 
we hope that it is to he enlightened and resuscitated by the spirit and light 
of the pure Gospel, situatecl, as it is, in the heart of l\lohammedan 
dominion. Is it too much to hope, that this venerable church, once so 
renowned for its missio,inryefforts, will again awake from its slumber of ages, 
and become " fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army 
with banners," to achieve victories for Zion. That it will again diffuse such 
floods of the light of truth, as shall put for ever to shame the conupt abo­
minations of i\tuhammedanism, and send forth faithful ministers of the 
c..;ross in such numbel's and animated by such holy zeal, as shall bear the 
tidings of salvation to e,•ery corner of this henightetl continent. For the 
blessing of God on our feeble instrnmentality, that ou1· laboul's may con­
tribute, in gome humble measure, to so glorious a consummation, pemut 
us to request you and British c..;hristians fonently to pray. A_nd I trust 
we net'd not assure you, that it is, and slinll ever be, our unceasmg prayel', 
that like blessings mar richly crown your efforts, and the efforts of the 
Society under whose patronage you labo111·. The blessed cause is one, and 
may ou1· hearts, oul' prayers, and our desires for its advancement, never 
cease to Le one. 

;\lay the God of all grace smile es11ecially upon the 1·ery irn11ortant un­
rlertaking in which you are now engaged, anti cause his Holy \Vord to 
have free course and he glorified, in this and other landij, through your 
inijtrnmentality. So prays your aff~ctiuuatc brother in the labours aml 
lwpes of the Gosvel. 

(Signed) JusTIN Pt:RKINS, • 

ll-liuiona1·y nf the A. B. C. F. M. 




