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CALSCUTTA
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

(Nt Scries.)

No. 9.—SEPTEMBER, 1840.

1.—d few Notes on Lower Egypt.—Alexandriu,
of the Nile,—Scriptural illustrations,—Grand Cairo,—the
Magician.

N. B.—In the following brief notes the writer does not profess to
advanee any thing new or oviginal. His sojourn in Lower Egypt was far
too limited to admit of extensive observation, inquiry or research. He
saw nothing beyond what hundreds besides have seen, and not a few
have described in some form or other. All that he pretends to is, to
picture forth, in his own way, some of those ordinary phenomena which
were presented to his own senses—accompanied with such reflections or
remarks as they happened to suggest to his own mind.

On Saturday afternoon, the 14th December, 1839, wearied
and sickened with our accommodation and treatment on
board the French Steamer, all were on deck, eager to catch
the fust glimpse of Egypt,—that land so fraught to the
mythologist and antiquarian with fable, my:tely and won-
dev,—that land so fraught to the Israelite and Christian with
heart-stirring associations of Divine interposition and pro-
phetic accomplisament. The declining sun shone with peculiar
effulgence athwart a cloudless, pure, and bracing atmosphvrc;
while the gentle ripplings of the ¢ Great Sea” only broke
into fairer beanty its ever-varying reflections of the beams
of heaven. At length a shout of welcome gratulation was
raised at the appearance, in the sharp clear line of the hori-
zou, of a forest of well-deiined top-masts.  They were those
of the combined Turco-Egyptian fleet, cousisting in all of
about sixty vessels of war, of different dimensions—from the
Pasha’s huge four-decker, downwards—then riding safely in
fraternal embrace in the harbour of Alexandria. la front
appeared the summit of Pompey’s column, composed of one
entire block of red granite, right across the naval armament,—
on the left, the bare sharp point of one of the obelisks, com-
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monly designated ¢ Cleopatra’s necdles,”—on the right, the
modern lighthouse, the poor and degenerated successor of
that which was once ranked as one of the wonders of the
world ;—all grotesquely blending with numberless windmills
in rapid motion grinding corn for the fleet, and barracks and
dockyards and minarets.

The island of Pharos originally stretched across the mouth of
the great harbour, like an enormous breakwater, leaving a con-
venient passage open at either extremity. About half-way be-
tween the centre and the eastern point, the island was united
with the main land by means of an extensive astificial mound,
This was the work of one of the Ptolemies, successors of
Alexander. On both ends of the island the sea has now greatly
encroached,—thus apparently widening the mouths of the two
harbours separated by the intervening moat. But the encroach-
ment has proved a dangerous one ; for while the upper soil and
loose materials have been swept away, a long low rocky reef
almost level with the surface of the water has often deceived
the mariner to his ruin ; while the great harbour itself has in
many parts been shallowed or choked up by deposits of the
ballast of ships during the long period of Mahammadan mis-
rule and barbarous negligence. ‘I'ill within little more than
twelve years ago, the once maguificent city of Alexandria
had wholly disappeared ; a few miserable dungeon-like edifices
built along the mound and the island somewhat after the form
of the letter, T, continuing to bear, as if in derision, that cele-
brated name. Of late a new town has began to be built, farther
inland, out of the excavated ruins of the ancient city, the
great square of which is chiefly occupied by those stately
Consular fabries over which wave the flags of all civilized
nations, The whole has been surrounded by a wall, of suffi-
cient strength to repel any sudden incursion from the wild
Arabs of the desert. The preseut Pasha’s palace stands at the
western end of the island—constructed not for shew but utility
—rhere his favourite pastime is, to sit in his durbar and watch
the ingress, the egress, and various other evolutions of the fleet.

Alexandria has now once more become the busy bustling
scene of commercial enterprise and political intrigue. More
than once have the destinies of the world, politically and reli-
giously, quivered in the balance in that seat of empire and of
faith.  And now, after long centuries of utter inanition, like
a pheenix from its ashes, it seems all of a sudden to bave sprung
up into reviviscence and pristine strength. 'The eyes of all
nations seem now to be directed and the energies of all na-
tions to be concentrated towards that singular spot. What a
contrast between the arsenals and the dockyards and the fleets
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and the Consular Residences and all the stirving activities
which characterize the mean and insignificant Alexandria of
our day—the grand focus of European politics—and the
grim and desolate solitude which overspreads the site of the
wagnificent Alexandria of ancient times! A walk over that
site was the most dreary and melancholy which it ever was the
lot of the writer to encounter. Who, versed in the knowledge
of antiquity at all, has not recad with a feeling somewhat
akin to the admiration of romance, of the luxurious empo-
rium of universal commerce—the proud capital of the Ptole-
mics—the noble see of Athanasius P—with its parallel and
transverse strects of unrivalled magnitude—adorned with a
countless profusion of temples and palaces, theatres and pub-
lic baths, libraries and museums, groves and schools of learn-
ing and philosophy ? Where are all these now ? Rather, where
are the vestiges of them ? So utterly despoiled did that devoted
city become of its columus, pilasters, and obelisks of marble,
porphyry and grauite, for the embellishment of the mctropolis
of the world ;—so upheaved and devastated by earthquake and
conflagration ;—so over-run and rausacked by the ficree legi-
ons of Rome and the still fiercer legions of him who issued
the memorable decree respecting the library of 700,000
volumes : “ If these writings of the Grecks agree with the
Koran, or book of God, they are useless, and need not be
preserved ; if they disagree, they are pernicious and ought to
be destroyed ;”>—so upturned and pillaged for materials, where-
with to rear and adorn other cities in Egypt and the adjacent
territovies ;—that, literally, not one stone has been left upon
another, and scarcely one stone left any where at all! 1t is
this fotality of subversion and erasement whicl fills the mind
with wondering reflection. It is nothing uncommon in all
countries—once the seats of empire and dominion—to meet
with ruins of temples, and palaces, and other public edifices,
or even of whole cities. But it usually happens that so much
remaius o indicate the formns and proportions of the original
structures as to stimulate the imagination to fill up the out-
lines—and thus draw away the mind from the painfulness of
present desolation to revel amid the joyfulness of past beauty
and grandeur. Or, it wmay happen that the remaining ruins
exhibit such rave and fantastic shapes, or are mantled over so
gracefully with such vegetable products of different growths
and variegated hues, as to form the most striking and peculiar
featurves in o landscape that kindles into fire the poetic muse.
But it surely is an unwonted spectacle to traverse the site of oue
of the most extensive and magnificent of cities, and not to meet
with aught but a naked arid waste—no, not even with a speck
3Tt2



502 A few Notes on Lower Egyp!. [SEPrT.

of verdure or a shirub, and scarcely with a fragmeut of ruin
npon the surface '—The wearied eye being everywhere met
with nothing but flat, or furrowed, or mounded masses
of comminuted rubbish—mortar and marble and granite
pounded into commeon dust or granulated sand—and driven
about in clouds by the hot winds of the Lybian desert.
So often has this minute rubbish been upturned for build-
ing materials that it is now difficult to find loose fragments
of stone cven at a considerable depth. Such an utter ever-
sion and evanishment of a mighty city we had not previously
conceived as possible.  Thus, it were no figure to say that o
was swept with the besom of destruction. To the eye, to the
feelings, the scene spoke aloud that it could have been visited
by nothing less than the breath of Jehoval?’s displeasure—the
withering blast of Divine retribution! We cannot, it is true,
point so authoritatively, as in the case of many other ancient
cities, to the proximate moral causes of an overthrow so dis-
astrous,  But this we assuredly do know, that the pride of
wealth and power, the insoleuce of tyranny, the atheistie
exclusion of the Supreme Sovereign from the counsels of earthly
governments, the wilful rejection or corruption of Divine
truth, and the persecution of God’s peculiar people have, in
the dispensation of a righteous Providence, ever been fol-
lowed sooner or later, even in this world, with a terrible recom-
pense of reward. And is there not enough, yea, more than
enough in the strangely varied and cventful history of Alexan-
dria, to justify us in classing its fate and final doom in the same
category with that of Sedom und Gomorral, Tyre and Sidon,
Nineveh and Babylon? O, that existing nations and cities,
cspecially those of Christendom, were wise—that they would
consider all this—and, by timeous repentance and submission
to Him, who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, arrest
the sentence of condemnation, and avert the dread catastrophe
which threatens ere long to bury them in their own ruins !
The present route from Alexandria to Cairo, following as
it does the windings of the Malhmoudi canal and the Nile, is
extremely civcuitous and often very tedious—occupying on an
average from three to six days, though the direct distance
does not exceed one hundred and fifty miles, Proceeding
first, for fifty miles in an casterly direction, by the canal which
turns into Alexandria the waters and the commeree of the Nile,
we gladly left behind us the cheerless scenery of rubbish piles
and burning sands,—passing the lake of Mareotis, whose
banks, once celebrated for their vines, are now scorched by
the breath of the desert into utter barrenmness; and whose
bosom, subsequeutly well nigh drained and converted into
corn-fields be-strewn with villages, was, at the beginning of the
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present century, through the inevitable necessity of war, again
submerged beneath the waves of the Mediterranean.  From
the canal itself nought is visible, save the excavated mud
which has been thrown up on cither side like one continued
wall.  The blue sky above, with its glorious sun by day and
starry lamps by night; in other words, the scencry of the
heavens alone could aftord solace or delight. As far as regard-
cd terrestrial scenery, beyond muddy water and naked mud
banks, we might as well have been sailing along the bottom
of a deep ditch.  And to add to our cousolation it was soon
found that our boat so abounded with vermin and insccts, that
it looked as if we carried along with us a goodly remnant of
the plagues of Egypt.

Having arrived at the terminating basin  of the canal,
and crossed a narrow isthmus of a few hundred feet through
the miserable village of Atfe, we at last cast our cyes
on the western or Rosetta branch of the Nile.  What Chris-
tian can behold that stream for the first time, without a
rushing flow of emotions !—emotions, many of them of such
sacred and wysterious awe that he can scarcely define themn
to himself?  Was this indecd the very stream, on which
once reposed, in unconscious slamber, in an humble “ark of
bulrushes,”” the infant Moses, who was destined to be the
special Legate of Jehovah to the proudest of monarchs—to
be favoured with so glorious a vision of the ¢ glory” of the
great <1 AM,” in the clefts of Sinai—aud to appear in glori-
fied form to the amazed disciples on the mount of transfigu-
ration ? Was this the very river which, once dyed with the
blood of thousands of Hebrew innocents, was doomed, as if
in rightcous retribution on a remorseless race, to have its own
cleansing and fertilizing waters “ turned into blood,”—cor-
rupting the land and famishing its inhabitants ?

On our way up the Nile we constantly went on shove, and
walked along the banks,—not unfrequently making little in-
cursions into the interior. This we were enabled to do with-
out rctarding our progress, as the wind often failed for a
whole day, and the process of dragging the boat against the
current was tardy in the extreme. No flat region can be
more beautiful than Lower Egypt at that season of the year.
The waters of the anuual inundation had not only wimlly
withdrawn from the land, but half subsided in the channel of
the river.  Vast level plains spread out on all sides—having
their cavefully cultivated soil clad in the lving yreen which dis-
tinguishes the first fresh blades of vegetable produce in the
mouth of May in British climes—and their bordevs fringed
with rows and their poiuts of junction garnished with clumps
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and groves of date trees, palmyras, sycamores, and other ever-
greens. Thus for miles together it often presented the aspect
of a beautiful well-dressed garden—without, however, any trace
of that boundlessly prolific and spontaneous exuberance which
chavacterizes the plains of Bengal. The numberless trenches
and canals for distributing the redundant waters of the river,
and the many pieces of mechanism in busy play to supply the
deficiencies, or perpetuate the effects of the inundation, at
once announced the difference between the rain-flooded Delta
of the Ganges and the almost rainless Delta of the Nile.
Though few of the surrounding objects were really new to us
after baving sojourned in tropical climes, yet the absence of
several years tended to throw somewhat of the freshness of
novelty over the aspect and operations of an Egyptian land-
scape. But what pleased us most was the clear light often there-
by thrown on the language and allusious of sacred writ. What
does the very name of the river—Nile—import? It is a term
which, in Arabic, Sanskrit and other oriental languages, signi-
fies, dark blue,or black; and all agree that it has been significant-
Iy applied to the great river of Egypt, on account of the sin-
gularly black slime which it so copiously deposits. Now, does
not this at once remind us of the Scriptural appellation of the
river—Sihor ov Sichor—an appellation the meaning of which
is, Alack? “ And now, what hast thou to doin the way of
Egypt, to drink the waters of Sikor #” Jer, ii. 18. I like
manner, the name of the country. After the Greeks and
Romans, we call it Egypt—supposed to be a coutraction for
Aia-gyplos, the land of Gyplos or Kyplos, which doubtlessly
exhibits the rudiment of Copt, the denomination still retained
by the existing rcmnant of the old Egyptians. In the Bible it
is designated “the land of Mitsraim or Misraim,” from
Misraim,—numbered in Gen., x. 6, as one of the sons of
Ham,—who was destined to colonize aud eustamp with his
own name that part of Africa—his father’s divinely allotted
inheritance. The name often appears also in the Bible in its
singular form, ¢ Misor” or ¢ Misr.” And can it but sound
plcasantly in the ear of the Biblical student to hear the term,
Misr, constantly dropping from the lips of the Arab fellahs and
other native inhabitants, as the only name by which their own
land is known to themselves ? Another seriptural appellation
of Egyptis *the land of Haw’ or ¢ Cham,” Psalm cv. 23,
27, &c. And is it not pleasant to remark that ¢ Chamia,”
the land of Ham or Cham, is the very nawme by which Egypt
is still familiarly distinguished among the Coptic population ?
In reading the account of Moses’ ““ ark of bulrushes daubed
with slime,”” a British reader, judging by comparison with the
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products of his own soil, often thrills at the idea of extreme inse-
curity which the description is apt to present to his fancy. On
the banks of the Nile his fears would be abated.  There—the
bulrushes grow at this day,—thick, strong, tough reeds,—fit
when united to bear a man not less than an infant ;—and many
of the native boats are still tv be seen plastered over with no
other substance than the glutinous slime of the Nile, instead
of pitch and tar. In like manner, judging solely from home
experience the illiterate is often surprised and at a loss to con-
jeeture what the process of brick-making alluded to in Exod.
v. 7—I18, can possibly be. On the banks of the Nile that pro-
cess is still abundantly exemplified. The bricks are not first
fashioned—piled up—and then subjected to a furnace heat as in
our native country. Noj; straw, or stubble is collected in large
quantities—cut or chopped into small pieces—intermingled
with a large mass of the clayey slime to render it more tena-
cious ;—and lastly, when portions of this mixture have been
separated and woulded into their destined shapes, they are
spread out and exposed to harden in the sun. Sun-made
bricks of this composition of straw and clay often become as
enduring as granite rocks. In beholding ever and auon a
solitary fisherman Jabouring with his hand-nets on the margin
of the river, how significant appeared the rebellious and un-
grateful murmuring of the Israelites in the wilderness: ¢ We
remember the fish which we did cat in Egypt freely,” Numb,
xi. 5. Nor could we be less struck with the singular juxta-
position of the words which follow: ¢ the cucumbers, the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic.” For,
turning towards the interior, it was apparent to the eye that
Egypt land is not less productive than in days of yore, in
these and other similar vegetable productions. Here too, was
the stately * palm,” the most juicy of all trees, reminding us
of the beautiful similitude of the Psalmist, ¢ the righteous
shall flourish like the palm tree, they shall bring forth in old
age, they shall be fat and flourishing,” Psalm xcii. 12—14 ;—
and the ¢ powegranate, the almond, and the olive,”” and
scores of other products emblematized or consecrated in the
parables and narratives of the Book of Life. How vividly, also,
were these visible effects of the annual rising and overflowing
of the Nile calculated to illustrate the bold imagery of the
prophet, ¢ Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are
moved like the rivers " Jer. xlvi. 8. :

The process of irrigation, every where exhibited, seemed to
clothe with new significancy many passages of Scripture.
A deep well is sunk close by the river’s bank. By means of
a narrow connecting channel, deepened in proportion as the
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river subsides, the well is constantly replenished.  Above the
sunken well or fountain is a vertical wheel, around which is
made to revolve a series of from fwenty to sicly carthern jars
or pitchers with narrow necks. These, bound to two parallel
ropes, as the wheels roll vound, are made to descend with
open mouths towards the surface of the water.  Therein they
dip or plunge, and, when flled, ascend with their aqueous
burden on the other side.  On passing their zeunith altitude,
50 to speak, they are again turned upside down and discharge
their contents into a large wooden trough or cistern; which,
communicating with the main trunk of the small irrigating
canals, maintain an uninterrupted supply through a thousand
wide-spreading branches. Is it not from this peculiarly oriental
process that the imagery in Eccls. xii. 6, has been taken ?—
when the Royal Preacher under different emblems, so graphi-
cally pourtrays the dissolution of our earthly tabernacle ?*—
when, as if with his eyes fixed on the piece of rpde but impor-
tant machinery, now described, he speaks of the  pitcher
broken at the fountain and of the whecl broken at the cistern #*’
Tu the process of irrigation in a country like Egypt, suppose
the < pitcher and the wheel” to be ¢ literally broken at the cis-
tern and fountain,” what must follow ¢ In many places it was
our lot actually to witness a broken ¢“ whecl and pitcher”—
broken and deserted, through neglect or oppression. What was
the visible cffect ? Deprived of its moisture and consequently of
its vegetative powers, the land became an easy prey to the loose
drifting sands of the desert. Al annual and biennial pro-
ducts had disappeared. The spaces between the irvigating
furrows were completely flled up.  While even the more
sturdy perennials, such as the sycamore, half buried in wreaths
and knolls of sand, began to exhibit a withered and drooping
aspect, What a striking picture of the melancholy aspeet of the
human frame—once mantled over with the verdure of youth
and the multiplying fruitfulness of riper years—wlien the foun-
tain of the hear! with its cistern and wheel and pitcher—its
ventricles, tubes, veins and arleries for the reception, propul-
sion and distribution of-that blood which is ¢ the life of man ;*?
—when all, all, empticd and broken, cease to discharge their
life-sustaining functions? How felicitous beyond all previous
conception did the graphic imagery of the sacred penman
appear amid the broken wheels and broken pitchers which
occasionally exhibited to the cye such death-like desolation
even on the banks of the Nile !

Again, the water, when raised, as already remarked, is made
to flow in a central trench or canal.  This canal is often arti-
ficially elevated several feet above the surrounding ficlds.
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From the sides of it are made to diverge numberless smaller
transverse ridges parallel to cach other; with a scooped or
hollowed line running along the crest for the flow of the water.
Across these again, and consequently intersecting them at
right angles, a stmilar scries of parallel ridges is formed,—thus
converting the whole field into a sort of mosaic or parterre of
small square spaces ; in all of whicl, if the husbandman wills,
produce of different qualities may be rcared, as he has the
regulation of the needful supply of water absolutely in his
own power. But why dwell so minutely on this process > The
reason may be briefly stated. When the cultivator is to let in
the necessary supply of water on any one of the small squares in
which the seed has been sown, how does he proceed? He walks
alongside of the narrow ridge; and without any instrument in
his hands, and without even bending down, he makes a small
opening in it with his foo? :—wlen the desired quantity of water
has poured in, he returns, and with his foo¢ shuts it up again.
Does not this process at once illustrate a passage in the Bible,
which, to the natives of northern climes, must otherwise appear
not only obscure but unintelligible ? ¢ Thou sowest thy seed,
and waterest it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs.” Deut.
xi. 10,

All travellers in Egypt must be struck with the multitudes
of dogs which prowl about in all directions, maintaining by
night cspecially, a perpetual chorus of discord. Of these it
is said that the French, during the invasion of Napoleon,
killed thousands. But they were not long in multiplying and
replenishing the land. If we suppose—and there is no want
of verisimilitude in the supposition—that this domestic animal
so superabounded in the days of old, what a new and
unthought of emphasis does it give to a memorable passage
in Exodus ? On that awful night— that night of darkness, dis-
tress, and horror—when the children of Israel were besought
by the tyrant Pharoah to march out in haste ;—what an image
of the intensity of the panic, the universality of the eonsterna-
Ltion, is afforded to us, when,—notwithstanding the bustle, noisc
and confusion inevitably consequent on the sudden uprising
and departure of 600,000 men, besides women and children,
and ““ a mixed multitude’ of Egyptians and others,—it could
be said, that “notf ¢ dog moved his tongue agains! man or
beast 2’

One evening, in walking along the banks of the river, alarge
herd of cows and buffaloes was seen rushing into the shallow
waters on the opposite side. Five or six herd-boys, following
close behind, first waded a certain distance into the gentle
current, and then nimbly leaped, cach on the shoulders of a
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cow or buffalo,—holding fast for awhile by the horns, and
eventually standing upright, being able to maiutain their
balance without any snbsidiary aid, As each individual of the
herd got beyond its depth, it swam,—the entire body being
submerged, and nought visible above save the uplifted nos-
trils. When carried down, a considerable distance, by the
rapidity of the middle stream, all, to the eye, seemed wholly
to disappear, save the few slender and diminishing forms of the
herd-boys. At length, however, on reaching the further
bank they suddenly started up from the water, as if they had
really emerged for the first time out of the river—and speedily
began to graze on the meadow. By local association the
incidents of Joseph’s history were instantly revived on the
tablets of memory. And when it was remembered that this was
the very stream by which Pharoah once dreamt he stood, what
a freshness of cojouring seemed thrown over the description,—
¢ And hehold, there came up out of the river seven well-favored
kine, and they fed in a meadow #”’ Gen. xli. 2,

With such or similar objects constantly recurring—the enu-
meration of which might be greatly extended—objects of
present and retrospective interest, time glided pleasantly
away till we found ourselves landed at Boulac, the river port
of Cairo, distant about two miles. What fancy has not glow-
ed with accounts of the unrivalled magnificence of Caivo ?~—
Cairo, “the proud city of the Kaliphs, the delight of the ima-
gination, greatest among the great, whose splendour and opu-
lence ade the Prophet smile?”” And certainly there is one
view of it which does look at once novel and superb,—it is
that from the rocky fortress so greatly strengthened and
adorned by Yusuf or Saladin, the antagonist hero of the
Crusades. The relative position of the fortress may be
thus represented. Between Cairo and the sea, northward,
the whole country is flat. Immediately contiguous to it on
the south, comniences the mountain chain of Makattan—an
arid naked range of calcareous rock; which, at a varying,
uuequal distance, runs southward nearly parallel to the Nile,
enclosing the eastern side of the valley as with an enormous
perpendicular wall, On the abruptly terminating angular
point of this lofty ridge, as it frowns in barrenness on the
verdant Delta of the Nile, is built the citadel of the Kaliphs,
—where are to be seen stupendous columns of red granite
from ancient Memphis; the well of Saladin, about twelve
feet square and three hundred feet deep, excavated in the
solid rock down to the level of the Nile; the enclosure,
where the last of the Mameluke Beys with hundreds of their
followers, after having been invited by Mahomed Ali to a
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Sriendly feast, were treacherously and barbavously massacred 3
and, alongside of that fatal spot, the new mosque of Ltryptlan
alabaster, now rearing at the expense of the Pasha, as if in
atonement for his many crimes of cruelty and blood.  From a
salient angle of this citadel there is a panoramic view—embra-
cing an uncomunon assemblage of objects of singularly varied
and blended interest.  Immediately under and around its base
are scen spreading out, on the one hand, the ruins and
aqueduct of Old Cairo; and on the other, the splendid tombs
and mausoleums of the Kaliphs ;—with the walls, the turreted
battlements, and the three hundred minarets of New Cairo
lying between. On the west, chiefly between the city and
the Nile, lie the gardens and palaces of the Pashas, Beys,
and other Turkish Nobles,—then the ¢ exulting the abounding
river” itsclf—on the other side of which stretch out fields of
emerald green, hemmed in, at the distance of ten or twelve
miles, by the bleak line of sand and rock which terminates
the Lybian desert,—the platform of which is surmounted by
the great Pyramids of Ghizah, Turning to the south, the fertile
vale is seen ascending towards Thebes,—with the forest of paln
trees, at no great distzmce, which enshrouds the ruins of Mem-
phis, the city of the Pharoabs, and overshadows the spot that
has been consecrated by the deliverance of the infant Moses—
and overlooking the whole, the pyramids of Sakhara, reared
on a cape-like projection of the elevated range of the desert.
Confronting the north, the boundless plain of the Delta ex-
pands before the spectator,—with the ruins of Heliopolis or On,
the city of the sun—the city of the Patrviarch Joseph’s father-
in-law, and famed as a seat of learning even in a land which was
the cradle of philosophy and science :—beyond these, the field
and the solitary tree, under whose branches ¢radition represents
Joseph and Mary as having reposed, when ¢ they fled with the
young child to Egypt ;> and which, as the recompense for sach
hospitable shelter, has been blessed with ¢ miraculous longevi-
ty and eternal verdure ;”—and, strangely interblended with all
these and similar objects of antiquarian or sacred association,
the present Pasha’s Polytechnic School, cotton manufactories,
foundries, and powder-mills! To the east, opens up the great
desert of the Red Sea, where the children of Isracl once wandered
under the guidance of the cloudy pillar—the chosen symbol of
Jehovah’s presence. In the whole world besideit would perhaps
be difticult to find, spread out, from one point of view, so singu-
larly diversified a combmatlou of the great aund the small, the
noble and the vile, the stable and the frail, the rare and the com-
mon, the beautiful and the unsightly, thc ancient and the mo-
dern, the sacred and the profane ;—vast arched aqueducts and
3u?2
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ditch-like camals, rvich gardens and barren rubbish, verdant
plains and desert wastes, living streams and naked rocks,
minaretted mosques and tattered booths, palaces and tombs,
pyramids and mud-huts, vencrable relics of wisdom and obtru-
sive memorials of folly, marvellous remembrances of the for-
bearance and goodness of God, and striking monuwments of the
ambition and tyranny of man!

To the eye, viewing most of these objects extcrnally and
at a distance, the grand and the interesting may seem most
to predominate. A closer inspection will usually serve to
banish much of the illusion. Begin with the city of Cairo, the
centre of the panoramic scene. From the eclevated point of
observation mought is discerned Dbut the flat or ballustraded
roofs of the houses, the cupolas and minarets of the mosques.
Descend towards it, enter the interior, and its principal streets
are soon found so tortuous and narrow as scarcely any where to
admit of a single whecled vehicle passing, and often not more
than a single donkey. The houses, shooting up many stories
in height, exhibit towards the streets little more than blank
prison-like walls—save where, here and there, a grated aper-
ture tends to confirm the suspicion that one is traversing a
city of jails and condemned eriminals. Far on high, a wooden
framework is often made to strike out, so as alinost or altoge-
ther to meet some similar projection on the opposite side, and
thus to intercept the view of the blue vault of heaven overhead.
And then, what incessant driving and beating of foot-passen-
gers with sticks from right to left, to make way for the
turbaned Turk or the grotesquely-robed government officials,
mounted on asses, mules, horses or camels !'—What grimaces,
noises, and vociferations on the part of jugglers, beggars, slaves
and fanatics !'—What brayings and screamings when the con-
fined, unpaved substitutes for streets are fairly blocked up by
towering camels or donkeys, so largely laden with reeds or
sticks or cotton bags as to threaten all passers by with
a thorough crushing against the wall! What lounging,
smoking, and vagrant idleness in dingy dens mis-named
shops and bazars and marts of business! What swarms of
noisome vermin everywhere, as if generated from the very
dust !—In a word, what a total absence of taste and elegance
and comfort >—What din and confusion, filth and smells,
misery and squalid wretchedness !—No one who has traversed
the streets and suburbs of Cairo need wonder that it should
be ““a city of the plague.”” If the ancient Egyptians in their
personal, domestic, and civie habits, at all rescmbled the
modern, what fresh significance does the spectacle of Grand
Cairo shed on the multitudinous precepts and ordinances of
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the Levitical code, respecting cleanliness and ablution—alto-
gether independent of their higher typical bearings in the
progressive evolution of the gospel dispensation? In the con-
trast of Cairo with any of the great Profestant cities of Chris-
teudom, we never felt more vividly before, how mnch we are
indebted to the religion of the cross, not merely for the hope
of a heaven of glory hereafter, but for those refined and
ennobling sentiments which mnaturally issue in all that can
adorn, beantify, or comfort the life that now is. DBut the
mosques with their minarets and crescents !—Are not they
superb?  To the taste and eyes of many they are.  The ounter
walls, painted with alternated stripes of red and white—rising
from bottom to top in parallel horizoutal lines of a foot or two in
breadth ;—the dust-embrowned cupolas, minarcts and crescents
—which look like a profusion of fanciful stucco-work or huge
Chinese toys :—such fantastic figures and variegated hues
have doubtless their attractions ; but whether for the child or
the man—the vulgar likings of demi-barbarism, or the noble
aspirations of highest civilization, we leave it to others to
determine, Of this we are satisfied that, in point of real
symmetry, elegance, and grandeur, there are a dozen cathedral
churches in London alone, incomparably superior to the finest
mosque in Cairo. It could not well be otherwise. In all
climes and in all ages,—from the cavern and monolithic temples
of Arabia Petraza, Bameean and India, to the mosques of Cairo
and Constantinople and the cathedrals of christendom,—there
has been, there inust be, a parallelism between the professed
faith of a people and all the external symbols of that faith, In
Mabhammadanism, all is material, sensuous and grovelling.—
Hence, the general poverty of conception and design, the
meanncss of proportion, the sheer unidealistic finery of or-
nament, and all the sense-regaling accessories so characteristic
of a first-rate Mahammadan mosque. In Christianity, on
the other hand, all is immaterial, spiritual, sublime.—Hence,
even amid abounding corruptions, the solemn grandeur of
conception and design, the majestic stateliness of proportion,
the emblematic richness of embellishment, and all the soul-
clevating accompaniments of the Christian cathedral.

But the most absorbing object of attraction at present in
Cairo is the celebrated Magiciau, the fame of whose exploits
has been made to ring through the cycle of European litera-
ture. To our vegret he was absent at the time of our sojourn;
but having conversed with many who had been witnesses of
his performances, we feel warranted in making these the sub-
ject of special remark. The alleged feat, for which he is chiefly
distinguished, is that of producing, in a magic mirror of ink,
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the image of any person, absent or dead. Tor this opera-
tion the only qualificd person is aboy not arrived at the age of
puberty, or an unmarried woman. In the boy or virgin’s vight
hand the magic diagram is drawn and ink poured into it.
The magical apparatus consists of a chafing-dish with live
charcoal, bits of paper on which are written incautations,
frankincense and other aromatic drugs. After incantations and
incense have been burned in the lustral fie till the room has been
filled with smoke, painful at once to the visual and respiratory
organs, and after repeated mutterings and incantations, the
subject of the experiment is asked if he sees any thing in the
ink, Should the process promise success, the reply is in the
affirmative. Next follows, in answer to successive queries, a
series of images, viz. a man sweeping with a broow, seven
flags of different colours one after the other, tents and soldiers,
a bull and sacrifice, the grand Sultan riding on a horse, alight-
ing in histent, and partaking of a cup of coffee. At this
stuge, when all these preliminaries are terminated, the visitor
is asked to name any one, absent or dead, whose image he
wishes to be exhibited in the mirror of ink to the eyes of the
person holding it in the vight hand. And then it is, that true
umages of individuals, said to be altogether unknown and un-
heard of by the operating Magician and the subject of the
operation, ave alleged by respectable Iiuropean authorities to
liave been really produced. This is the exploit which, of late
years, has exercised the ingenuity of so many literary and
scientific savens in Europe; many of whom have pronounced
it mysterious and utterly inexplicable ;—while some have not
scrupled to refer it to supernatural, and others, to subterna-
tural or Satanic agency.

On this latter subject, we would first remark, that the fact
of the exploit’s being mysterious and inexplicable is, of ifself,
no proof whatever that it is either of a supernatural or of a
subternatural chavacter. Else must the vast multitude of
feats, performed in all ages by the ¢ joculators, jugglers
or tregatours,” of the east and of the west, and which have
never been satisfactorily explained, be pronounced superhu-
man too! It is not many years since a brihman at Mad-
ras was wont to exhibit the unwonted spectacle of sifting,
from 12 to 40 wminutes, on ke air, about four feet from the
ground. He himself confessed it was a custom whick, by
ordinary but peculiar means, he had gradually acquired :—
yet who has succeeded in unveiling the mystery 2 Then also
must the huge aggregate of inexplicable phenomena, so devout-
ly believed in days of ignorance to have been the result of
sceret connection with the agencies of the invisible world ;
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Lut which have since been amply accounted for by Sir D.
Brewster and others, on principles of Natural magic, be still
held to belong to the class of Divine or Satanic influences !
The extraordinary phenomena manifested, during the sitting
of the Commission appointed to survey the king’s house at
Woodstock after the death of Charles I. and which, at the
time, were viewed by not a few of the learned, and universally
by the uulearned, as the wundoubied effects of supernatural
powers, were at length fully ascertained to have proceeded
from the ingenious contrivance and invention of the memo-
vable Joscph Collins of Oxford, who, having hired himself as
Sceretary (to the commission) under the name of Giles Sharp,
by knowing the private traps belonging to the house, and by
the help of Pulvis Fulminans, and other chemieal preparations,
and letting his fellow-servants into the scheme, carried on the
deceit without discovery to the very last.” The mere inex-
plicability, thevefore, of any feat, however marvellous, is not
cnough to preeipitate us upon the supernatural—as offering
the only adequate solution. This were not to untie, but to
cut,the Gordian kuot—not to tread patientlyin Baconian paths,
but to rush blindfoldly into the universal solvent of the dark
ages—nof to arouse the inductive energies of the soul to in-
quire, but, by the lazy whispers of credulity, to lull these
cnergies asleep.

Is it that we doubt the existence of supernatural agency ?
God forbid. That such agency has been repeatedly cxerted,
let Egypt land itself, the Red Sea and the wilderness—let
Judea, with its lakes and rivers, its mountaiuns and plains,
its cities and villages,—let all of these together tell, how often
the Lord of Nature extorted from all her elements a confes-
sion of His presence and supremacy. It is because of the
intensity of our belief in such miraculous interpositions, that
we are filled with holy jealousy, wheunever thesc are, wittingly
or unwittingly, confounded with the juggling tricks and cun-
ning artifices of ingenious but deceiving men. The Magician
himself sometimes asserts that he operates under the influence
of “ good spirits.”  Now good spirits act only according to the
commission they receive from God. ¢ Nec Deus intersit nisi
dignus vindice nodus,” was the test proposed cven by a Pagan.
Among all the recorded miracles of Scripture, is there one
which may not clhiallenge the most rigorous application of such
a test? Which of thew, in their general or specific end, object,
and design, was not worthy of the God of Creation, of Provi-
dence, and of Grace? But what end, worthy of God, is answered
by the alleged preternatural feat of the Egyptian Magician ?
—To have his own treasures replenished with the wages of
his wonder-striking performance—and to gratify the aimless
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if not lawless curiosity of a few Europeans, who give no proot
of having at heart the vital interests cither of God or of man :
—is this an erd, worthy of the interposition of Deity ? At other
times, the Magician seems to allege that he acts with the assis-
tance of ¢ evil spirits.” Now evil spirits can only act as they
are permitted by God. Under the ordinary dispensation of Pro-
vidence these are allowed, for purposes of trial and probation,
to exert various agencies, which may be resisted and defeated
by watchfulness, prayer, and other ordinary means of Divine
appointment, Under an extraordinary dispensation of Pro-
vidence, these may, for other and higher ends, have liberty to
put forth preternatural powers, which can only be resisted and
defeated by the forthputting of other preternatural powers of
resistless might. If ever such license was granted to wicked
spirits at all, it doubtless was, when the great redemption of
the Israelites from Egypt was to be achieved by Jehovah
through his servant Moses; and the immeasurably greater
redemption of a world of lost siuners was to be consuinmated
on Calvary by a greater than Moses, even Him who was
¢« Jehovah’s fellow.” If, on the former occasion, a more that
ordinary latitude in aping true miracles, was conceded to
the foul spirits of darkness, was it not that,—by means
of the celebrated public confession extorted from the lips
of their instruments, the magicians, “ Surely the finger of
God is there,”’—their own utter inferiority and helpless-
ness might be visibly demonstrated in the eyes of Pharoab,
his Lords and Counsellors, and the whole body of the
people ?P—was it not that, on so grand a stage as the city,
which was at that time not the metropolis of Egypt merely
but the central seat of Idolatry, the very throne of Satan’s
carthly dowminion, Jehovah’s absolute supremacy over the
gods of heathenism and all ¢ the principalitis and powers”
of the invisible world might be gloriously vindicated ? If; on
the latter occasion, an unwonted license was given to the
same wicked demons to convulse the bodies and infuriate
the spirits of men,—was it not that—by the public confes-
sion of their subjection and final doom, “ Art thou come to
torment us before the time ?’—emphatic demonstration
might be afforded to the very senses of all around, that this
was indeed the very ¢ Seed of the woman,” who was destined
to * bruise the serpent’s head,””—that this was indeed the very
personage whom prophets in every age had foretold,as ¢ the
mighty King,” who would come into the world to ¢ destroy
the devil and his works ;3 and take unto himself the kingdom
whiich had been so basely usurped, as well as the power, and the
dominion ? And were not all these ends, great and noble, wise
and good ?—ends, every way worthy of Him, onc chicf part of
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whose design was to extirpate all ertor and sin and false de-
pendences, that poor, sinful, deladed men might return, and
learn to trust in Himself, who alone is the Fonnt of pardon and
grace, holiness and peace, wisdom and happiness ? —Com-
pare with ends so glorious, the only end which has ever
yet been served by the alleged preternatural feats of the Egyp-
tian Magician,—to wit, the replenishment of his own coffers,
and the gratification of a few inquisitive Europeans !—Surely
reason must have wholly fled the breast of the man who can
tolerate any hypothesis which necessarily involves, or leads to
such a comparison at all !

From such general considerations alone we could not, for a
moment, hesitate in pronouncing the pretensions of the Ma-
gician himsclf to the assistance of familiar spirits whether
good or bad—pretensions which have sometimes been ac-
ceded to by others with an easiness of credulity that reflects
little credit on this boastful age of the march of intellect—
wholly apocrypbal.  On his claims, we could not hesitate to
return the verdict, not simply of “not proven,” but that of |
‘“disproven.” There are, however, considerations of a speci-
fic chavacter which ought to arouse the vehement suspicions
of even his most credulous admirers. Firsf, what are those
lustral fires, aromatic fumigations, written spells, mutterings
and invocations, but the ordinary apparatus wherewith the
juggling impostors of every age and clime have endeavoured,
by intensely occupying more thun one of the senses of the spec-
tators, to vender their tricks and artifices more difficalt of
detection?  Secondly, is it not a circumstance of prime impor-
tance that all the anlecedent images—brooms and flags, tents
and soldiers, bulls and sacrifices, sultans and coffee—are, as
to number and order of succession, in every experiment, almost
uniformly the same? This being the case, what boy or girl in
all Cairo, likely to be subjected to the magical operations,
may not previously become as familiar with the nature and
succession of these expecfed images as the pretended familiar
spirits themselves ? Thirdly, it is a fact, known and notorious
to such of the permanent European residents as have been at
pains deliberately to investigate the matter, that the Magi-
cian has a multitude of willing agents in his confidence—that
between these and the native attendants of any stranger of
rank or consequence who might be desirous of witnessing the
magical exploits, as well as the native servants of the hotel or
other place of residence, a busy and constant iutercourse has
often been detected—and that particular boys, apparently se-
lected at randem and without any previous mutual under-
standing, have been shewn to have been passing the

VOL. L. g x
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street or purchasing articles in a neighbouring shop, un-
der peculiar circumstances which could leave room for no
other conviction than that they were there, by preconcert and
design, at the precise juncture of time when their services
wounld be required.—All of which ascertained facts go the
full length of proving that there is collusion, to at least
a certain exlent. Fourthly, it has been admitted by Mr.
Lane, and other admiring eulogists of the Magician, that Ais
attempts have often failed. By Euvopean residents at Cairo
who had been repeatedly present, and who, when not person-
ally present, had ample opportunities of learning the result
in other instances, we were positively assured, that the cases of
total failure so greatly out-numbered those of real or apparent
or partial success, that the former constituted the general rule;
the latter, the rare ov occasional evceptions ! Nor is this all.
There are other circumstances which tend to throw still fur-
ther light on the real character of the whole procedure. The
instances of the apparent or partial success have usually
occurred, as in the case of Mr. Lane and others, when the
character, habits, pursuits, studies, home connections, and
topics of conservation of the visitors have been more or less
known to vigilant and intelligent natives around them—when
the boy, or subject of the operation, has been secured through
the instrumentality of some one, directly or indivectly under the
influence of the Magician—or when the interpreter, or medium
of communication between the parties, has been the Magician’s
own hired servant. The instances of total failure, on the other
hand, have usually occurred, in cases where the inquiring party
has been a new or unexpected visitor—and when both the boy
and the interpreter have been provided by that party. We
had long converse with a Christian youth of uncommon
intelligence for his years, and of sterling integrity of prin-
ciple, who had been purposely so selected. The Magician
himself, on examination, could not help pronouncing him, as
to age, &c. a fit person. Full well did he know previously
what preliminary images, flags, tents,and such like, ought
to have appeared in the magic mirror of ink;: but when duly
interrogated, he was constrained to answer, that he sew nothing.
The Magician then declared that the sky bhad become unpro-
pitious, and the experiment was suspended for a more favour-
able day. The day having arrived, the same youth again sub-
mitted to the operation ; still he could see nothing. The sky had
again become unpropitious. And when it was proposed a third
tume to repeat the experiment with the same youth, the Magici-
au peremptorily refused. ‘The young man, however, added in
substance the very weighty and important remark, that, his
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head having been kept so long over the chafing dish, in which
were burnt the aromatic drugs, before any question was asked,
he found a tendency to giddiness, and a sort of stupifying sen-
salion growing so strongly upon him, that he felt almost resist-
lessly [empted to say, that he saw what he really did not see, in
order to be the more speedily delivered from the magical pillory
of lorture. We also had long converse with one of the most
enlightened Europeans, and certaiuly the best Arabic scholar
in.Cairo, who had often volunteered his services as interpreter,
on very purpose to satisfy his own mind as to the facts of the
case. He assured us that he undertook the task under a
decided leaning to the persuasion that, if all the previously
reported facts weve really substantiated, without a clue to any
collusion or other modifying or explanatory circumstance, he
could not well see how they could be accounted for, except
by refercnce to preternatural agency. After repeated trials,
his firm and unalterable conviction was, that, be the art or
artifice what it may, it had, upon the face of it, indubitable
signatures of a juygling imposture. Among tliese, he strongly
asserted it as @ fact, that many of the questions were leading
ones ;—that many of them were putin the suggestive form, such
as—instead of asking the youtb, What do you see ?—asking
him, Do you see a flag ? &c.;—and that many of them were
moulded in an alfernative form, so that, on the mere principle
of guessing, the answer ought to be as often right as wrong.
In this latter department of interrogation, the results were
peculiarly decisive against the claims of the Magician. No
sooner was it detected by the shrewd interpreter than he
resolved to subject it to an experimentum crucis. A certain
personage was called for, really unknown to the Magician, but
well known to the principal visitor to be a man of uncommon
stature. Instead of putting the question, as moulded by the arch-
operator into somewhat of the usual form,—such as, Whether is
he tall or otherwise ?—laying, it might be, a peculiar emphasis,
on the one word or the other, to guide the answer,—it was shap-
ed into some such form as this, Is he somewhat diminutive in
stature,or exceedingly diminutive ? —The reply was, exceedingly
diminutive ! In like manner, auother, distinguished for obesity,
was made out to be as lean, as an absolute starveling ! In short,
the blunders were not only multiplied, but so uniform and
often so ludicrous, that, at length the Magician was heard to
deelare that he would never more exhibit his art to any one,
if the gentleman now referred to, were made the interpreter.
Now, though there may be authenticated facts on record
not explicable by any one of the data now furnished, we would
gravely appea'IS to 2the reason and common sense of men,
x
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whether these data are not enough to cover the whole, with
more than the suspicion of deception ?—whether they are not
amply sufficient to demonstrate that the feats of the ligyptian
Magician are, in no way, to be distinguished from the uni-
versally acknowledged tricks of legerdemain and the delusive
artifices which have been practised by other clever impostors,
in different ages and in different climes ? We, at least, have
fully concluded in our own mind, that the wonder-exciting
delusion of this modern pretender is, in no wise, to be exempted
from the decision of Thomas Ady, given about two hundred
years ago in his book entitled, * A candle in the dark against
witches and witcheraft.””  ¢¢The craft of juggling,” says le,
¢ to them that ave not acquainted with it, breeds great admira-
tion in the beholders, and seemeth to silly people to be miracu-
lous ; and yet, being known, is but deceit and roguery ;—so
that the beholder cannot but blush and be ashamed to think
he was so easily cozened, and did so much admire a ridiculous

imposture.”
A. D.

(To be continued.)

11.—On Religious Instruction in Schools.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer,
Drar GENTLEMEN,

In the examination of Native Christian Schools, where English is
taught, there will often be disappuintment in questioning the boys re-
garding the crorious TruTrHs of CuristraNiTy, though they may have
read through the Gospels, they will often be found not to have discovered
the key to open their meaning.

Many scholars though they may have been a year or more in the
school, will often be found ignorant of this momentous truth, that-
Christ was “ Gon manifested in the flesh,” * reconciling a lost and ruined
world to himself !"—they will be found to read by rote without under-
standing !

Such probably will be the case with half the schools in India, unless
means are taken by the system of questioN and answer to unfold the
glorious mysteries of redemption to the scholars.

Oh how comparatively insignificant is teaching for months A, B, C,
and similar mechanical lessons, when compared with those ALL-1MPORTANT
LEssoNs which should commence on the very first day of ascholar’s
entering the school ; namely, to teach him that there is a Gop wno
GOVERNS THE EARTH ! that there is a Saviour for a lost and ruined
world ! and that this Saviour has said ‘I AM TneE waY, THE TRUTH, TuR
LiFe ! 1 aM THE LigHT oF THE woRLD ! without Mg, ye can do nothing.”

And this Saviour has commanded ¢ Suffer little children, and forbid
them not, to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

And yet in our public schools it may be often said we bring them
not !—we leave them to grope their uncertain way to Him, amidst a
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multitude of words, which, whilst unexplained their darkened, heathen,
unexpanded minds cannot at such un early age unfold. Ohthen, Jet us
take them direct to Cnuist, for of CninpreN, we read that © He placed
his hands upon them, and blessed them !

Amidst the crowd of new associations let the BrLessep Saviour be the
first object pointed out to them ; let them not have been a week ina
Curistian school without the knowledge of salvation by the great
sacrifice and atonement for sin of Cnrist the INcanNaTe Drrry.

But how is this rapid instruction to be accomplished whilst often for
months the learners cannot read a single sentence or even read the
Saviour's name !

Why should not this NoBLE INSTRUCTION commence amongst other
studies with the first day's lesson, and prove to the youthful learner the
most cheerful, happiest and interesting lesson of the day!

‘I'he following are my humble thoughts upon the plan, rapidly com-
mitted to writing merely with a view to suggest the ideu to some abler
mind.

A series of Questions and AnsweRs upon this plan, if drawn out, and
printed in the native language, so as to interest the learners, might be
made the means of rapidly conveying moMentous TaUTHS to every Chris-
tian school in India! so that however backward they might be in other
lore—however, as is often the case, they might pore over their A, B, C,
for weelks, the cLorious Ligur of RevELaTION would, at Jeast, have dawned
upon their mind, and many an inquiring heathen might fhus after a
short time be led to exclaim, “ One thing I know, that whereas 1 wis
blind, now I see!”

I remain,
Dear Gentlemen, yours faithfully,
AN OpseERvER.

Upper Provinces, March, 1838,

Proposed plan for a simple, cheap and rapid method of conveying instruction
to Native or English schools, by the progress of oral Instruction, and of
Question and Answer. :
‘Time is very valuable: the scholars frequently come and are gone

before they have well learned their A, I3, C—before any real knowledye,

or vaLvaBLE TnuTns have been conveyed—whereas by this simple
process, if they are but a week in the school, they may learn some 1mPoR-

TANT TRUTHS, even though they may not have learned their ajphabet.

Thus,

Let the Teacher daily, as a most important part of instruction,
assemble before him, each class by itself, or as wany scholars as may
be convenient ; they will relish the exercise, because it will be full of
life and interest, and all from the oldest to the youngest, should be made
to take asharein it.

Suppose the MpORTANT TRUTRS to be thus taught, to be,—that there
is but oni: Gop—that Gop made all things—that Gop made man—that
man sinned and FeLL from HoriNess—that all wen are sinners—that
all stand exposed to the wrath of Gop, because they have trampled on
n1s Law!—that in order tosave them, Gop ** was manifested in the flesh”
in the person of Jesus Cnnist, that Cunisr gave his life a sacrifice and
ransom for the sins of the whole world, &c.

It is gratifying to reflect that all these IMPORTANT TRUTHS, may with
God’s blessing be impressed on the memories of the scholars, in a very
short space of time, in the cheeryul, lively, and intellectual interchange of
Question and Answenr between the ‘I'EacHer and his Scuorams: the
Question for the suke of simplicity always suggesting the ANSWER.
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Let the teacher arrange before him 10 or 20 scholars, and require them
afl with one accord to answer his Qurstion; thus the Tescuer ina
cheerful happy tone of voice, is communicating something of importance,
reading the following QuEsTIONS, suppoesing them of course to be printed
and in his hand, and receiving back the ANswenr from every mouth!

Teacnen, (reading) LisTEN, my young friends, and all give aloud,
your ready answer !

Gon made the wortp ! the sun! and sea! andall that in them is—
tell me then, wio made the world ?

Answen from ALL aloud : —

* Goo made the world !”’

T.—Trur! He is a Mienty Goo! Hg hangeth the Eantm upon
nothing ! He spread out the Heavens as a curtain! and spangled the
firmament on High |—tell me wno spangled the firmament ?

A. from sall the scholars :—

““ Gop spangled the firmament*!”’

T.—Rient! The Lorn our Gopb, is one Gob, and besides Him there
is mone other !—tell me, what is the Lorp our Gop ?

A. aloud by all—““Tug Lorp our Gob 1s oNE GoD, AND BESIDE HIM,
THERE 1S NONE OTHER !”’

T.—Very true. Tnis Micary Gop hath said ¢ Thou shalt have noNE
orRER Gobs but ME !—what has Gop said ?

A. from the whole aloud.—‘¢ Thou shalt have none other Gobs but
Me!”"

T.—True! and Gon’s command is “ Be ve Hory, as I am Hory !”"—
repeat ! what is Gop’s command ?

A.—“ Br vE HoLy as 1 ax HoLv !

T.—Well answered! Gon’s HoLy Law was thus summed up by Cunisr,
who was Gop THE Son: *I'mou shalt Love the Lorp THY Gob, with all
thy sour, and with all thy strRENeTn! and with all thy minp !—and thy
NEIGRABOUR as THYstLr ! in this is contained the whole of the Law, and
the Prophets”—now God has given us these laws fully to obey—tell me,
what has Gop given us ?

A.—*“ These laws fully to obey!”

T.—Alas! all men have trampled on these HoLy Laws or Gop; all
have deeply offended against Gon—all men have sinned! all men are
exposed to the wrath of an orfenpep Gop !—Tell me, to what are all
men exposed ?

A.—*“To the wrath of an orrenpED Gob !

T'.—But Gob in Love unBounpep determined to save man from final
punishment and took our nature upon Himserr! as it is written, “Gop
became manifested in the flesh !”—what did God become ?

A.—“ Gop became manifested in the flesh-!”’

1T.—True! Gop in Curist took our nature, ¢ became manifested in
the flesh !"” JEesus Canist was Gop manifested in the flesh—tell me, who
was Cuaist ?

A, — Curist was Gop manifested in the flesh ?”

T.—Yes! Gop was in Cunist reconciling the world unto himself !—what
was God in Christ reconciling ?

* What idea would 10 or 20 scholars, just come from the streets attach lo the
words  God spangled the firmament ?” 1t is one thingto repeat words after a teacher,
and another thing, and a very different thing too, to apprelicnd the meaning of them.
In every well tunght school there is a plan adopted similar to that recomnicnded by
our respected Correspondent; but in our estimation much superior. We may at
some future time give a series of questions and answers as a specimen.— Ebp.
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A.—Reconciling the world unto himself'!

T.—Tnur! For Christ was THE INcanNaTE DEITY !—tell me who was
Chnist ?

A.—Tug Inosrnvate Denry !

I'—Yes! and he gave his life a Sacnifice for the sins of the whole
world '—answer me, what did CRRIsT give ?

A.— He gave urs 11re a sachivice for the sins of the whole world

‘I'.—And therefore it is written in the Scriptures that there is no other
name, given under Heaven, whereby men must be saved, but the name
of Jesus Canist !—tell me by what name alone can men be saved ?

A.—By toE naME oF Jesus CHnisr!

Thus might 20 or more scholars at once be taught any truths, which
are important to be learned ; their attention and interest would be kept
alive by the questions and by the simple simullaneous answers given
aloud by all ; they would keep each other cheerfully in countenance.

The labours of the day might invariably be wound up by such oral
instraction in question and answer. Ten minates would suffice for the
lesson, and the happy children would daily leave the school many to
return to their heathen homes, with some such truth as this fresh in
tbeir minds as just proclaimed aloud in cheerful chorus.

“ THERE 1S NONE oTnnER Gobs BUT oNg!”

The Native Hindu teachers are a-head of us in this respect ; we may
see their scholars asseinbled in the village beneath the shady tree, shonting
some heathen verses, couplet by couplet, one of the pupils themselves
as monitor giving them out to be repeated by the whole nt once aloud !

Let any friends of Education prepare such an interesting catechism
upon the above plan, and print it in your pages, and if approved of, let
us hope that it will speedily be translated, printed, and Lrought into
use. :

(1

I11.—The Hardwdr Fair.
To the Editor of the Calcutta Christian Observer,

Hardwar, or the gate of Hari, as the name imports, is situate
about one thousand miles north by east of Delhi, lat. 29° 55
north, and long. 78° 23’ east.

It is near the place where the Ganges emerges from the
valley of the Dhin, and enters the plains of India ; but is
not, as is generally supposed, among the pending rocks of the
lofty Himilayas, and rendered sacred by the awe-inspiring
wmajesty of its scenery. The sacred bathing-place is at least
15 miles from the base of the mountain, and to a person fa-
miliar with the towering peaks of the Himilayas, it presents
nothing remarkable in itself. But the Ganges, at all times an
interesting object, and particularly so where after having
escaped from its confined, and precipitous mountain chanuel,
1t commences its majestic sweep over the plains beneath—the
outer ranges of the Himalayas which enclose the valley of the
Dhiin, and stretch along the river—the varicgated trees and
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shrubbery which skirt its banks, and the magnificent prospect
afforded by the mountains to the northward, all combine to
give effect to the celebrity of the place, and to throw an in-
terest around a spot esteemed by the millions of India, as no
other than the gate of heaven.

The main channel of the Ganges is nearly a mile south-
east of Hardwir, is about 200 yards wide and not very
deep or rapid, and the ghdt deemed most sacred is on a small
branch which flows round by Hardwir, cutting off a large
island from the western bank, and washing the splendid
temples of the city with its sacred waters. This branch is
becoming smaller every year ; and were it not for the pious
assiduity of the resident brahmans, whose interestit is to pre-
vent such a catastrophe as its drying up would produce, by
keeping it supplied with water from the river stream, the
spot at which Ram bathed and thereby rendered holy for ever,
and to which thousands of pilgrims annually resort to wash
away their sins, and to commit the ashes of their deceased
friends to its consecrated waters, and the magnificent temples
which surround it, would soon be left far inland among the
burning sands.

Regarding the origin of the ¢ truth” or sacredness of the
present bathing-place, there are many vague and contradictory
accounts; but as none of them are satisfactory, I will not tax
the reader’s patience by an enumeration of them. This spot
held so sacred by the Hindu is at the north-east end of the
town, and was uutil lately a most wretehed and filthy place.
The former ghdt was very small, and the passage which led
down to it, among crowded and opposing temples, to a distance
of more than one thousand feet, was g0 narrow, that two could
scarcely walk abreast on it.  Yet one of the prescribed rules
of the place was, and still is, that all pilgrims in order to se-
cuve the full benefit of their ablutions, must return the same
way by which they approached the bathing-place, and as this,
including a long and narrow street through which they had
to pass, was nearly a mile long, the conscquence was that on
the great bathing-day numbers of persons were trodden to
death. The new ghit, and way of access present a far dif-
ferent appearance. Now broad is the way and wide is the
gate that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go
in thereat. For hundreds of years the briliman, the rija,
and the sudra, had crowded together along the same narvow
and filthy passage, and many a poor emaciated pilgrim had
entered 1t to return no more. Yet their regard for so holy a
place had not induced them to make it easy of access. Tt
remained for a Christian Government in these latter days of

t
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benevolence, to shew more regard for the sacredness of Hard-
wir, than all the Hindu rulers who preceded them had done,
and o expend upwards of three lakhs of rupees on remodel-
ing and adorning its sacred bathing-place. About fifteen
years ago, by order of Government, the old temples which
blocked up the passage were removed, the way of access
much enlarged, and paved with stone. A splendid flight of
stone steps about 60 or 70 in number, and from one hundred
to two hundred feet long; also magnilicent temples, and
dwelling-houses for the accommodation of the resident brah-
mans, and pilgrims, were built up from the water’s edge on
buth sides of the ghdt.  Whether Government was induced to
expend so large a sum more from a desire to prevent suffering
among the pilgrims, than to shew respect for the idolatrous
practices of its heathen subjects, is probably a debateable
question. At any rate the suffering might have been prevented
with much less expenditure of funds. The town of Hardwiar
numbers about 200 houses, chicfly built by ridjas and other
wealthy Hindus for their accommodation during the annual
fuirs.  Many of the houses are washed by the river. They
are generally high, wmassy, stone buildings, and often orna-
mented with paiuted, and carved emblems of Hindu idolatry.
The town has at the time of the fairs a splendid bazar.
Shop-keepers from the neighbouring cities, and villages, flock
in great numbers with an abundance of sweetmeats, and the
more substantial supports of life, held in demand by the
Hiudus.  Clothi-merchants, jewellers, and various other kinds
of traders, literally crowd the streets on botl: sides, for
more than a mile, with their gaudy merchandise. Here may
be seen the productions of KEurope, China, Persia, Caubul,
Cashmere, and of Judea, all thrown together in ¢ glorious
confusion.” Nor must we forget the vast multitudes of cat-
tle exposed for sale. The surrounding groves and plains, are
crowed with thousands of splendid horses from Avrabia,
Turkey, Persia, Caubul, and the mountains and plains of
Ilindustan.  Large numbers of elephants, and camels, are
also brought from a distauce for sale. The whole scene
reminds the spectator more of a large mart, than a religious
convocation. In the absence of the Fairs, the town presents
a most desolate aspect. Then, both bazars, and dwell-
ing-houses are deserted by all except a few fagirs. This is
probably owing to the fact, that living in a state of matri-
mony is considered by the brahmans as altogether incon-
sistent with the sacredness of such a holy place as Hardwir.
Hence the most of those attached to the temples reside at
Kankal, a handsome village two miles south of Hardwar.
VOL. I. 3v
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Numbers of Hindus resort to Hardwar at all times in the
year, to bathe and pay their vows to ¢ Gangd Mai”’> (mother
Ganges), also to deposit the ashes of their deceased friends in
its sacred waters ; but the great annual fair commences about
the first of April, and continues until the Fth or 12th, or until
the Sankrint takes place. In cvery twelfth year it is con-
sidered by the Hindu pecnliarly meritorious to bathe at Hard-
wir, Therefore on thesc occasions the number of pilgrims
is double if not treble as many as attend the annual fairs.
This meld is called the ¢ Makar,” and takes its name from
the tenth Zodiacal sign, or Capricorn. To bathe while the sun
is entering this sign, is said to be equalin merit to one hundred
ablutions during as wany eclipses. For several weeks before
the fair commences, immense crowds of every age, sex and
rank, may be secn in the neighbourhood of Hardwér winding
their way to it from all directions, and no sooner do they
reach its precinets, than loud shouts of ¢ Ganga ki jai”’ (victory
to Ganges) mingled with protracted bursts of enthusiasm,
reach from multitude to multitude. Each vies with all, and
all with each, iu their tributes of praise to the uunconscious
river, and every one strives to catch the first glimpse of its
purifying water. When will sinners be so eager to flock to
Jesus, the fountain that cleanses from all sins ?

From Kankal to Hardwir, the road leading along the bank
of the river, is in many places lined on both sides for a cou-
siderable distance with elevated seats of chunam work, (ma-
sonry,) on which hordes of greedy faqirs sit for alms, and
it is with no little vociferation they demand of the passing
multitude what they deem their right. These pests of society
also station themselves at the ghat, and with an impudent
importunity, not to be resisted by the poor pilgrim, compel
him to administer from his pittance to their wants, or rather
avarice, for of wants, the Hindu faqiv has but few. The
ashes of cow’s ordure to rub over his naked body and to powder
his hair with, supplies his wardrobe; and as for food he
would not condescend to buy it,—he gets it as he gects his
money,—by begging, as the more honorable wethod of the
two. The faqirs have each a peculiar badge to designate the
sect to which they belong, and each sect has its separate
encampment. They are also jealous of each other’s prefer-
ment ; hence arises quarrels amongst them, and sometimes,
fierce combats. For the suppression of these insurrections,
a company of sipshis from Dera, are usually stationed on
the adjoining island during the fair, but their interference is
seldom required.

The multitude at the bathing-place is sometimes almost
numberless, and for a worshipping assembly certainly presents
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a very grotesque appearance. At the ghiat and on the
piazzas of the adjoining temples, thousands of both sexes
may be seen at all hours of the day and until 10 or 11 o’clock
at night, preparing after the Hindu fashion for bathing, while
as many at the sawe place ave exchanging the dripping
garments in which they have just emerged from the water,
for dry ones.

In the river the scene is still more unbecoming, hundreds
of men, women, and children, of all ranks and ages, and with
but little regard for the exposure of their persons, may be
seen s\wimming and splashing promiscuously through the water.
The brahmans also are not to be overlooked in this scene.
Some squatted on platforms raised above the water, ave paint-
ing the foreheads of those who flock around them, not however
without being well paid for it. Others like as many hungry
tigers prowl through the aquatic multitude, and with an
authority peculiar to themselves, demand money from each
pilgrim for the privilege of having his sins washed away in
the Ganges. And should their demands not be complied with,
resort is not unfrequently had to violence, and the poor pilgrim,
who after much toil thinks he has reached the gate of heaven,
finds himself either vobbed of the few pice he had in his
possession, or his scanty clothing. So much for the mercy
of the brihmans, and the spirit of Hinduism. Other
brahmans, appear to content themselves with raking up from
the bottom of the river jewels, and pieces of gold, and silver,
which had been deposited with the ashes of the deceased.
These they procure by scooping up the ashes with a basket
attached to their feet and washing them on the surface of the
water. This process, together with the agitation of the waters
produced by those bathing, keeps the river alinost constantly
in a turbid state., This eircumstance, however, does not
prevent them from taking large and repeated draughts of the
purifying stream.

As it is considered particularly efficacions to bathe at the
precise time of the Sankrdut’s taking place, (the sun entering
a new sign), the event is no sooner proclaimed by the brih-
mans, than there is a general rush to the bathing-place, and
not unfrequently great contests for precedency in bathing.
After this long desired ablution is obtained, the multitudes
disperse, and all commence their retrograde march. Numbers
however it is to be feared never reach their homes. While at
Hardwir we found two poor pilgrims, one a man and the other
a woman, lying on the road at the point of death ; and although
thousands of their countrymen passed and repassed them
every honr, there was no good Samaritan among them, We

3v2
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had them taken to our tent, and gave them medicine, and a
little nourishment, but it was too late, they both died in a few
hours. Such doubtless befell many more.

During ten days which we spent at the fair, two brethren,
myself, and two mnative assista