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I.—A few rotes on Lower Egypt.—The Pyramids, their size,
Sorm, origin and design, with reflections.—Singular fate of
the Mummics,— Ancient Memphis,— Fulfilment of" Scripture
Prophecies. By Rev. A. Durr, D. D.

(Continued from page 518.)

Who has not at times been so overcome by accounts of the
¢ Eternal Pyramids,”” as to desire to be left alone to lose him-
self in a reverie of contemplation and wonder? We have read
of travellers, who, when they first beheld these enormous piles
indenting their forms on the clear blue sky, declared that for
some time they ¢ remained motionless’’—that, on recovering
from the primary sensation, their ¢ enthusiasm amounted
almost to madness, and they shouted applause to the magnificent
epectacle !’ We were therefore prepared, and really expected
to be astonished. Soon after the dawn of a glorious morn, while
passing the point where the Delta commences, a few miles
below Cairo, by the separation of the stream into its two main
branches, we first belield, at a considerable distance to the
right, the peaks of the two great Pyramids of Ghizeh
shooting up, Parnassus-like, from an apparently common
body. As we approached more nearly opposite, the gap or
opening between them began to widen and descend, till at last
they presented themselves from base to summit as two distinct
and independent fabrics. There being nothing in two sharp
peaks, shining like fiery wedges in the full radiance of the
rising sun, to excite unwonted surprise, we still waited in earnest
expectation of the uprising of a sensation of deepest wonder.
At length the naked base of the Libyan rock appeared; upon
it the great Pyramids stood out fully disclosed to view ;—and
yet no emotion whatever of the anticipated astonishmeut! On
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558 A few Notes on Lower Egypt. [Ocr.

the contrary, we felt an almost resistless propensity to give way
to that opposite emotion of derision and contempt which is ever
apt to spring up, when it is discovered or imagined that one has
been made the unconscious dupe of trick and delusive artifice.
We neither experienced, nor could experience any feeling or
sentiment of wonder whatsoever. Disappointed at our own
disappointment, we could only be astonished to think what
others, standing where we were and placed as strangers in
precisely similar circumstances, could possibly have found
to be astonished at. What could be the cause of so unex-
pected a result? It seemed to be this. From the vast breadth
of the base, compared with the altitude of the rapidly taper-
ing summit, and from the entire absence of adjacent objects
of known dimensions, whereby to measure them, the elevation
appeared to the eye, at the distance of a few miles, exceedingly
diminitive. Many glass-works in Great Britain at about the
same distance have struck our eye as being alike lofty and
magnificent. Then again, theiv embrowned sun-burnt aspect
so much resembled the sterile sand of the desert; they looked
so plain, so bare, so smooth, so meaningless from top to
bottoru—without doorway, or window, or arch, or colonnade,
or turret, or spire, or dowme, or gilded pinnacle, or any other
wonted external symbol which could convey an impression of
wisdom, skill, or design ; beauty, proportion, or utility— that
an isolated fragment of rock, or conical mound of earth, or
artiticial cairn of stones on the crest of a mountain-ridge, has
often attracted and far more powerfully rivetted our attention.

Nevertheless, it was impossible to follow the first impulse
and abruptly turn away from monuments which have excited
the admiration of every Egyptian traveller from Herodotus to
Belzoni, and of every Egyptian conqueror from Alexander to
Napoleon—monuments, which have been alternately repre-
sented as royal sepulchres, astronomical observatories, or fire-
temples—monuments, therefore, whose construction, form, and
internal repositories might well be supposed capable of revealing
a few of the secrets of primitive art, somewhat of the progress
of carly science, and not alittle of the character and migrations
of the most ancient elemental and mythologic worship. Hence,
we determined on a closer inpection. Accordingly, accompa-
nied with a few friends, we started from Cairo about noon;
passed the palace and pleasure grounds of lbrahim Pasha,
bestud with canals and ponds, too often, at that season, mere
reservoirs of stagnant greenish water, and trees powdered over
with perpetnal dust; crossed the river close by the island of
Rhodah, in which is preserved the famous Nilometer or instru-
ment for marking the progress and height of the annual
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inundation, and the loamy surface of which, under the direc-
tion of two Scofsmen, in the service of the Pasha, has been
converted into the most beautiful garden in Ligypt; and, finally,
towards evening reached the Pyramids of Ghizeh, on the elevat-
ed ridge of the rocky boundary of the Libyan desert, distant
about ten miles from Grand Cairo.  In traversing the seven or
eight miles of fertile ficld between the river and the sterile mar-
gin of the desert, these mighty pyramidal piles were throughout
full in view. Yet to the eye they seemed to undergo no change.
When actually within a few hundred yards of us, they did
not seem one whit larger than they appeared fromn the citadel
of Cairo. The most enthusiastic admirer of the Pyramids
amongst us,—who constantly raved about them in somewhat
of the spirit and style of romance, and who to the last fully
cxpected to be overwhelmed with a sense of the wonderful and
sublime as he approached them—was now forced in the bit-
terness of regret to exclaim, ¢ Well, I must confess that I am
sadly disappointed.” Aund so singular was the optical illusion
as to their real size, that, it was not till we came up to the very
base of the great Pyramid, walked round it, measuring the
number of paces and keeping an account of the tiwme ;—it was
not till we handled the large blocks, averaging three or
four feet square, of regular super-imposed layers of which the
pile was composed, and looking up, saw them gradually dimi-
nish into the size of bricks, and finally dwindle away into
the size of marble balls ;—it was not till we had undergone
the real toil and labour of the ascent, and standing on the
summit, saw how the largest tumuli beneath had shrunk into
mole-hills :—it was not till after all this personal experience,
that, moving a few paces from the base and casting our eyes
fixedly along the steep acclivity, we were in any proportionate
degree impressed with a sense of its real maguitude.

As the interior must be visited by torchlight, we resolved,
though the shadows of cvening had closed around us, to enter the
great Pyramid. With the assistance of some attendant Arabs, we
reached the opening on the north side, at the elevation of forty
feet above the base—resembling the mouth of a cave scooped
out of the solid rock. In a bending and painfully constrained
attitude we proceeded along the low narrow and cheerless
passages—in directions, ascending, descending, or horizontal
—half suffocated with dust, smoke and heat. We then visited
the principal chambers—usually styled, the king’s and queen’s.
In none of these, with the exception of a single sarcophagus, is
aunght to be found but bare and blackened walls—the largest
not exceeding 18 feet in height, 18 in breadth, and 36 in
length. Is this all which can be exbibited by the interior of
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a pile which some of its admirers have pronounced ¢ the
most sublime, most wonderful, and most stupendous of all
fabrics”—¢¢ the most ancient and yet most mighty monu-
ment of man’s power and pride ?’—was the first involuntary
exclamation, when, restored to the natural wpright posture,
and fixed in the centre of the king’s chamber, we looked
round on its emptied sarcophagus and dark naked walls!
Why, there is not in the British Empire a single mine of
any note that may not boast of passages and chambers,
which display vastly more skill, ingenuity, and even taste in
the excavation of them ! To stand in the centre of the great
Pyramid and in the centre of St. Paul’s :—what a contrast !
The emotions generated in the former position are as mean
and Tartarean as those generated in the latter are celestial
and sublime.

Wearied, fatigued and disappointed, we retired to enjoy, if
possible, two or three hours’ slumber in one of the smaller tombs
quarried out of the face of the contiguous rock—thus converting
into a chamber of real repose for the living that which three
thousand years ago was designed as the abode of immaginary
repose for the dead—and causing a receptacle, which embo-
died in its professed design the sentiment of an ignorant super-
stitious age, to resound for once with the reading of the word
of life, and the voice of prayer and praise to Jehovah, Lord of
Hosts !

By break of day we hastened from our rocky dormitory to
the apex of the Great Pyramid, and there witnessed the first
rays of the sun, as they glittered over the domes and minarets
of Cairo. The general view, making allowance for our rela-
tive position on the opposite side of the vale, was much the
same as from the citadel of Saladin. In the one, as well as the
other, the desert—the desert—was the universal boundary !'—
the desert, so happily symbolized as ¢ an immense ocean of
sand, like the real ocean with its flux and re-flux ; its cara-
vans which cleave it like navies ; its dromedaries which furrow
itlike boats : and its simoons which agitate it like hurricanes.”
The narrow valley of the Nile winded through this ocean of
savage barrenness like a living stream of beauty and fertility.
Between it and its desert boundary there was not contrast
merely, but contrast so violent as to produce a painful sense
of the incongruous or unnatural. The inquiry was forced upon,
us, How came fields of such emerald green to be o fringed antJ
inwoven with the waste howling wilderness, that between fei~
tility the wnost charming and sterility the most frightful, there
is not any where the easurable fraction of a single foot-
step? In other lauds, the rich verdure of the mead and ngble
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majesty of the forest are imperceptibly succeeded by the more
stunted yet not unpleasant copse and herbage of the upland
moor or rising acclivity,—and these again by the ferns and
the lichens and the mosses which delight to feather the brow
of the mountain, before it is surmounted by its naked cloud-
capp’d peak. Buthere, between loveliness the most exuberant
and dcformity the most barren, there is no transition at all.
The feeling excited by so singular a juxtaposition was some-
what akin—comparing small things with great—.uo that which
must be experienced were one to behold the still gorgeous
heart of the richest Cashmerian shawl in close contact and
inseparable nuion with a broad and ample border—now all
tawdry and tattered, discoloured and bespattered with mud!
As to the Pyramid itself, after having walked round it,
surveyed it from every point of view, explored the interior,
and stood on the summit, the only impression which we could
derive from it, was that of magnitude—mere magnitude—the
magnitude of so vast an artificial accumulation of inert matter.
Stationed on that proud summit on which, doubtless, once
stood Herodotus, the father of History, and Alexander, the
Conqueror of the world, and many a sage and hero since—
some of whose names are roughly graven on the uppermost
flags, in order to immortalize their arduous visit—the spon-
taneous musings of our inner man could not but run ina
somewhat moralizing channel. 1Is this, thought we, the
very pile which has been often pronounced ¢ the greatest
and nost indestructible monument of human power ?’—
As to its alleged indestructibility, whether relative or ab-
solute, that is an idle and fallacious boast. Some of the
more ancient Pyramids to the south have now been actually
turned into masses of dust and rubbish. And this one, per-
haps the most modern of them all, exhibits the most indu-
bitable symptoms of gradual decay. The steps, of a foot or a
foot and a half wide, formed by the receding tiers or layers
of calcarevus stone in the upward ascent, are every where
mouldering into decay ;—and this too, in a climate like that of
Egypt, where there is neither rain nor frost!—so that, from
the steps being partly worn away, and partly blocked up with
the crumbling materials from above, the ascent, except along
one or two tracks which are kept clear of loosened fragments,
is no longer practicable. What then becomes of man’s vain
boast of indestructibility ? Even when favoured with the
most unvarying climate in the world, the great Pyramid proves
by its scarred and shattered sides, that it is no more proof
against ultimate dissolution than frail man himself. And if it had
been reared either in India, with its deluges of rain and subse-
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yuent burning heat 5 or in Britain, with its melting snows and
subsequent hardening frost, it would assuredly have been rent
into pieces, or turned into a pile of ruius, ages ago !'—As to
its magnitude,—that, compared with most other works of man,
is incontestible.  DBnt then, even in his respect, is it not
rivalled by the great wall of China, which, with its massy
towers, stretches uninterruptedly across vallies and rivers
and mountains to the extent of fifteen hundred miles !—or, hy
the great Canal of China, which, for siz hundred miles, has
been forced through the mightiest obstacles, often consider-
ably raised by the most stupendous walls and embank-
ments ahove the level of lakes and marshes which it is made
to traverse, and finally opening into the Yellow Sea with a
breadth of a thousand feet! And if, in point of mere magni-
tude, it is rivalled, if not out-rivalled by other products
of human power, how utterly poor and insignificant,
compared with the works of God! Compare in point of
magnitude, this greatest of the Pyramids with Ben Nevis
of the Grawpians, Mount Blanc of the Alps, Chimborazo
of the Andes, Dhwalagiri of the Himalaya!—with the
tercestrial globe itself !'—with sun, moon, and stars! In
the comparison, or rather confrast, surely man’s vauntful
pride ought for once to be changed into adoring humility.
And then, what is man’s power at best, but the communicated
ability of piling up a heap of stones from pre-evisting matter ?
Coutrast this with the wunderived creative power which
summoned into being man himself, and the matter on which
he operates, out of the barren womb of nothing /—and surely,
on the topmost height of the greatest of the Pyramids, where
infidelity has often found an argument to exalt man at the
expense of the Creator,—surely there, beyond all other
spots, nay new and decisive and cumulative arguments be
found for exalting the Creator over the prostrated pretensions
of his vain and feeble and sinful creature—man !

Again, Is this, thought we, the very pile which hasbeen often
pronounced one of the mightiest monuments of ¢ mechanical
genius and architectural skill}”—Why, as a manifestation of
those attributes of superior intelligence, it no more admits of be-
ing compared with the dome of St. Paul’s, than the latter, with
the spangled vault of heaven ! Here, there is nothing whatever
to shew that aught was to be solved, save the simple problem,
In what form may the largest possible aggregate of square
stones be piled up in one nearly solid mass, so as to prove most
stable—resisting alike the encroachments of man and the in-
roads of the elements? Such, all but demonstrably, having
been the sole problem, the conception of some species of the
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Pyramidal form was inevitable. Set a child to raise the
highest and most stable pile with its wooden bricks, and it
stumbles almost instinctively on the general form of a Pyra-
mid. Compare, then, in point of expansive reach and power,
the mind of the architect which conceived the form of the
great Pyramid aud its few dark narrow passages and dungeon-
like chambers, with the mind of him who conceived the ideal
model of St. Panl’s—including an almost boundless mmltipli-
city and yet noble harmony in the adaptations, propoertions,
and uses of all its parts! Compare the wechanical genius
necessary for the execution of the one and of the other. In
constructing the dome of St. Paul’s, the raising of the solid
materials to so great a height, was that part of the opera-
tion which demanded by far the least display of the requisite
architectural or designing skill. In constructing a pyramid,
the raising of stones, of from two to four feet square, along the
solid and immoveable side of the inclined plane supplied on
every side by the portion previously fabricated, demanded
not merely the highest, but almost the only display of the
requisite architectural and designing skill. In the former
case, mere brute force conld achieve little or nothing :—in the
latter case, mere brute force, assisted by the simplest and the
rudest of mechanical agencies,—the lever, the inclined plane,
and the pulley,—was really all which could be required. But
why attempt to reduce the Pyramids to their proper level, by
a comparison with transcendently nobler monuments of man’s
designing intelligence ? Behold at their very base, how they
are confronted and out-rivalled by the inslinct of an insect.
There, rise the hillocky nests of the lion-ant, which, after care-
ful examiuation, led a celebrated naturalist to exclaim, <€ All
the architecture, magnificence and expense that shine in the ex-
cellent pyramids cannot give a contemplator of nature such
high ideas as are excited by the art of these little creatures.”
And if even in one of the minutest of dumb irrationals the
great Creator can plant so adwmirable an instinct—out-rivalling
the topmost flower of human invention—oh, how ought vain
man to shrink into his own inherent nothingness, in view of
the inexhaustible resources of creative Intelligence !

Once more, Is this, thought we, the greatest of those very
piles which have for ages filled the world with learned disserta-
tions respecting their origin and design? Who then could well
escape the gregarious tendency to follow the leaders in the
realm of literature? But yesterday our mind was briwful of
theories on the subject. Where are these now? Alas for
the Ithuriel touch of experience! tliey are wholly vanished.
What fanciful chimeras have not ingenious imaginative men
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been led to substitute for sober realities? At one time, have
these been represented as ¢° disguised fortresses” for the con-
cealment of treasure ; or ¢ oracular shrines,” for the exhibi~
tion of ¢¢ acoustic phenomena” and other priestly jugglery. At
another, they have risen into maguaificent fire-temples, or astro-
nomical observatories. Then followed the elaborated dis-
sertation on the wealth, the hierophancy, the mythology, or
the science of the ancient world. What laborious trifling!
That these were ever treasure-citadels or caverns for priestly
trickeries, is utterly unfounded in history, and wholly contra-
dicted by the form and structure of the fabrics themselves.
That they could ever have been designed for fire-altars or astro-
nomical edifices, involves a visible physical impossibility. On
either of these latter suppositions the summits must have been
unilormly flat and uniformly accessible. Now the direct con-
trary of this is the real fact. When finished, all the Pyramids
terminated in a sharp culminating point or apex; and some
of them so terminate to this day. And those which do not,
such as the great pyramid, bear evidence that their tops have
been violently dislocated and thrown down. Moreover, when
finished, the entire surface of the receding steps was covered
over with a smooth casing of flat stone-flags. The casing of
some of them, in whole or in part, such as that of the upper
quarter of the second pyramid, close at hand, is still perfectly
entire, and its apex sharp-pointed. So that unless the fire-
worshippers and the Astronomers of those days could climb
up like lizards ; or, like the fabled genii of the middle ages, could
consgciate as on the point of a needle, these peaks were physi-
cally unfitted for any of their operations! Wheuce, then, the
origin of such fanciful hypotheses at all :—One of the chief
reasous for supposing them to have been fire-temples is, their
pyramidal form, which somewhat resembles that of burning
flame !—By indulgence in such or similar fancies how many
strange ends have these pyramids been made to serve! We have
read of their baving been designed to represent ¢ke soul, which
is of ¢ a fiery nature and adhereth to the body as a pyramid
doth to the basis, or as fire doth to the fuel ;”>—or, the great
cycle of thirty-six thousand years ; since a pyramid, ¢ the top
of it standing fixed, and the base being moved about, would
describe a circle, and the whole body of it a cone ;”’~—or, the
nature of things; because, “as a Pyramid, having its be-
ginning from a point at the top, is by degrees dilated on all
parts, so the nature of all things proceeding from one foun-
tain and beginning, viz. from God, the chief workmaster, is
diffused into various kinds and species, all which it conjoins
to that beginning and point, from whence every thing issues
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and flows ;”’—or the “ first and most simple of mathematical
bodies ;>—or “the mysteries of pyramidal numbers;”—or
s the emission of rays from luminous bodies :”—or * the
emanation of sensible species from their objects ”’—But
where are such frivolous far-fetched fancies to terminate?
The truth is, that the pyramidal form must have been chosen,
for the simplest and best of all reasons, viz. that, owing to its
gradual contraction from the very bottom towards the top,
and consequent decrease of its own down-bearing weight, as
well as diminished liability to cracks and rents, this form is
by far the most stable and permanent. As to the supposed
astronomical design, one of the principal reasons for the
opinion is founded on the direction of the sides, which hap-
pen to be turned towards the four cardinal points!—if a
ground of argument so utterly futile be admitted, there is not
an illiterate mountaineer in the Highlands of Scotland who
might not be proved an accomplished astronomer, and his
coltage an astronomical observatory—since, if he has a free-
dom of choice, he is sure to erect his hut, fronting the sun at
right augles, when on the meridian at noon—the sides of his
humble abode being thus as exactly turned towards the four
cardinal points, as the pyramids of IEgypt ! Besides, is it not
cne main object of the astronomer to secure, if possible, a
clear unobstructed horizon ? Now here, on the top of the great
pyramid, a considerable portion of the sky is most gratuitous-
ly shut out of view by the second and other smaller ones.
How much more must large portions of the heavens be con-
cealed from the summits of the smaller—even if accessible—
by the needless iutervention of the larger i—Altogether, there
is not only no probable evidence in favour, but very positive
evidence in disproof, of the Hierophantic, Sabian, Astronowmi-
cal and other similar supposed origins and ends of the pyra-
mids.

What then could have been the real origin and end of these
vast fabrics ! Formerly, we felt an e priori repugnance in admit-
ting the plain unvarnished statement of Herodotus, who repre-
sents them as sepulchral monuments, reared by the pride and
vanity and superstition of tyrant monarchs—deeming the ac-
count, if not incredible, at least wholly unworthy of the boast-
ed wisdom of Egypt. Standing, however, where we now do, it
seems immpossible to doubt, that, of all others, the account of
the Grecian historian is the truest and the best. The desire of
perpetuating one’s name and memory by monumental piles has
prevailed in all countries and in all ages. Inthe case of many
of the great men of the earth this desire has often risen into
a sort of rage, or predominant passion, for whose gratification
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the wealth of provinces and the wmight of kingdoms has
scarcely sufficed.  In Egypt, from the earliest times, owing
to the prevalent doctrine of its people, respecting trans-
migration and the absolute necessity of preserving the body
undecayed, in order to its after re-inhabitation by the former
departed spirit,—this animating passion became epidemic
and national.  While the great, accordingly, had their
towering  mausolcums above ground, the multitude must
bave their well-excavated and well-walled pits and vaults,
and catacombs beneath. But, in Egypt, the alluvial soil is
far too limited in quantity and far too precious in quality
to be occupied to the vast extent which the execution of such
works might demand. Hence doubtless it is, that, throughout
the entire length of Egypt, the principal repositories for the
dead are found behind or opposite to the ancient cities, upon
the margin of the ntterly unproductive and boundless desert
of Liby a, which constitutes the western boundary of the valley,
sometimes terminating in a g‘l.l(llhtl undulating s'mdy descent,
and sometimes str et(,hmﬂ' along in an abrupt precipitous wall
or shooting out into a bluff lecy promontory of two or thlee
hundred feet in height. Now, ¢ is in the very midst of these
sacred repositories of mummy pits and catacombs that the three
great clusters of pyramids are still to be seen. 'There is
abundant evidence that one of the earliest streams of emigra-
tion passed into Africa by the straits of Babelmandel—that a
portion of it, settling at Thebes, made it the capital of a great
empire—and that, as it descended the fertile vale, the scat of
empire was successively changed, till the last purely Egyptian
dynasty became extinct at Memphis. Accordingly, from Thebes
downwards there are many smaller pyramids or tumuli.  The
first great cluster is at Dashnr, between twenty and thirty miles
above Cairo. These are universally allowed to be the rudest
and least perfect of the principal groups. The next cluster is
on the elevated platform immediately behind the site of Mem-
phis ; and manifests signs of improved avchitectural skill. The
last and greatest and most perfect of the whole is that on the
loftiest of which we now stand, exactly confronting Cairo, the
acknowledged site of the Egyptian Babylon, founded by Cam-
byses. What then are these huge structures?  Standing where
we now do, the question seems suucely to admit of reasoning
at all. There is an intense feeling, and we cannot help it ;
there is, in spite of ourselves, an overwhelming sensation, that
they are sepulchral monuments, and nothing more. Wherever
we turn, what do our eyes behold ?  Close to the very base of
these mighty fabrics, and around them for miles in all direc-
tions, are numberless subterranean excavations, pits, or cata-
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combs, in which have been discovered sarcophagi and piles of
the embalmed dead.  Around them in all directions are num-
berless supernal edifices, mounds, or tumuli, in which, when
opened, have been found bones, and fragmeuts of wooden
cases, and bandaged mummies. And in any of the pyramids
which have been explored, what has ever yet been found
except some viulted chambers, a sarcophagns, and a few
mouldering bones ?  Altogether, it seems utterly impossible
to stand here, surronnded by such an endless variety of
indisputable memorials of the dead.—differing not less in
size than in form and structure,—without being resistlessly
impressed with the conviction that we are really standing in
the centre of a vast Necropolis, ov city of the dead—as resist-
lessly impressed with that eonviction, as if encompassed by
the monnments of the largest church-yard in Christendom,—
and that these towering pyramidal piles are only the most
gigantic of ten thousand clustering mausoleums. Instead,
therefore, of any longer regarding them as monuments of
“ hidden wisdom, mystery and wonder,”—methiuks the only
real mystery and wounder is, that men of sense should, for ages,
have insisted on forcing sparkles of some rare wisdom out of
masses which doggedly refuse to testify to aught save the
delusive hopes of superstition—the extravagant pride of the
tyrant—and the galling submission of the slave,

But what are these furrows around the great Sphinx ?—
What these hollow perforated stones at the mouth of the
muwmy pits >—What these masses of rubbish beneath the
openings of the two great pyramids ?~—Ah ! These ought to
teach us a memorable lesson. They are the snrviving witnesses
of a zeal the most fervent—a perseverance the most enduring ;
—the zeal of Antignarian research ;—the perseverance of men,
who, exiling themselves from their native homes and all the
comforts and enjoyments of civilized society, spent days and
months and years—not in ascetic indolence, but in the most
indefatigable activity, amid the gloomy solitude of caves, and
catacombs, and pyrawidal vaults—where the oppressiveness of
the heat and the impurity of a confined atmosphere often
affected their corporeal system, even to the bursting of veins
and arteries! All for what?—for the discovery of a dark
passage or sepulchral vault—a stone coffin or mouldering
mummy ! And yet, an applanding world, glistening with joy,
dignities the spivit which animated these adventurers, as that
of the noblest and most heroic enthusiasm ! Oh! the short-
sighted misjudging parctiality of wan! Should any of the
citizens of Zion, fraught with the fervour of a divine benevo-
lence, resolve to submit to even a similar amount of self-
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sacrifice, when bent oun the God-like enterprize of attempting
the recovery of lost souls—eaclh one of which in real precious-
ness would, in the balance of the sanctuary. outweigh all the
pyramids—yea, and the great globe itself which sustains
them ;—the spirit by which they are actuated must be stigina-
tized as that of a “senseless fanaticism !’ Verily, there is a day
coming, when thie most heedless of a scoffing race shall be
compelled to acknowledge that the redemption of one lost soul
would have been an object of importauce infinitely transcend-
ing the revelation of all the mysteries, not of Egypt alone, but
of the whole physical universe !

From the pyramids of Gbhizeh, skirting along the margin of
the desert, we proceeded in a southerly direction to those of
Sakharah—distant about eight or nine miles. These too, as
already remarked, are in the very centre of numberless tombs
and mummy-pits—coustituting the great cemetery of ancient
Memphis. One of the pyramids is in a state of total dilapi-
dation, being now a shapeless mass of stones and crumbling
materials. Another, on one of its sides, presents an aspect
stmilar to that exhibited by the slip of a forest on the slope
of a hill. A third cousists of half a dozen diminishing plat-
forms, not unlike the ordinary representation of the tower of
Babel. Here we saw some of the mummy pits which had
been opened by Mr. Wilkinson and others ; the painted walls
of which cxhibit representations of ancient figures, costumes,
and instruments, in colours as fresh and vivid as if the pencil
of the artist had only crossed them yesterday. We also wit-
nessed numbers of Arabs busily engaged in excavating other
pits, for the sake of extricating the muwmies, which have
now become one of the most profitable marketable com-
modities in the land of Egypt. Never perhaps, has the
vanity of the human heart met with a more decisive hum-
bling ; or the folly of superstition with a more signal exposure.
What anxious labour, what profuse expenditure lavished on
the embalming of the dead body, and on the fabricating of
conditories for its reception till the expiry of the cycle of
three thousand years of transmigration—after which it was
believed that the disemmbodied spirit should return to re-possess
and re-animate its former identical tenement* ! The cycle of

* Thisis the ordinary representation of the ancient Egyptian doc-
trine. But Servius, in his comment on Virgil’s Kneid, attempts to
shew that the Egvptians, < skilful in wisdom, kept their dead embalmed
5o much the longer, to the end that the sonl might for a long while continus
and be obnozious to the hody, lest it should quickly pass to unother ;" —wlhile,
on the contrary, the Romans burnt their dead, that ¢ the soul might sud-

denly return into the generality, that is, into its own nature.” Hence,
in order that « the hody might not, either by putrefaction be reduced to
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transmigration has now, in the case of millions of the embnlmed
dead, run its course. But what human spirits have ever yet
returned ? Or, should they now return, where are the perfectly
preserved bodies to receive them? Omuipotence requires not
that the human frame should retain its substantial form in
order to a resurvection. That Power, which could at fivst sum-
mon the dust to assume a form aof such wondrous synunetry
and beauty, can again command the same scattered dust to
mould itself into a form vastly more glorious. Ignorant of
Jehoval’s power, the ancient Egyptians fondly believed that
the perfect preservation of the material form was essential to
its nltimate spiritual re-animation. How cruelly have their
hopes been mocked ! Hundreds of the most sacred reposito-
ries of their dead have been sold to the highest bidder, for the
very purpose of being raunsacked. and wholly rifled of their
contents ! Yea, to conswmnate the ignominy, mummy flesh is
now constantly sold as a peculiar species of merchandise
destined for a very peculiar use ! It seems that in the master
pieces of Titian, the founder of the brilliant but sensuous
school of colours in painting, there is one species of brown
tin¢, which it had baffled all his successors to hmitate. But the
notable discovery has now been made, that, by means of a por-
tion of mummy flesh, an imitation may be produced ;—which,
in point of fact, has so far succeeded, that hundreds of paint-
ings are annually disposed of, as genuine products of that
celebrated artist. How little could it have entered into the
imaginations of the aucient embalmers of Egypt to eonceive,
that, instead of preserving a tabernacle of clay for its after
re-possession by the returning soul. they were vuly expending
toil, anxiety, and wealth in preparing materials for a few un-
principled Italian painters of the 19th ceutury, to enable them
successfully to practise a gainful but nefarious imposition !

In descending from the dreary heights of Sakharah to the
valley imwmediately below, we were struck with the singu-
lar appearvance of a long strip of marshy ground between the
base of the Libyan ridge and the flat plain beyvond. It looked
as if it had been scooped out and hollowed. Its euntire aspect
irresistibly made us stop and cry out, ** Surely that must be

dust, out of which it was taken ; or by fire be converted into ashes ; they
invented curious compositions, besides the intombing them in stately
reconditories (such as catacombs and pyramids), thereby to preserve
them fromn rottenness, and to malce them eternal.” Accerding to this
representation, not less than the other, how utterly confounded has the
wisdom of Egypt become !—how utterly blasted its hopes!—by the ruth-
less pillage of its sepulchres, and the wide-spread destruction of their
slumbering tenants!
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the deserted bed of a luke or river.” Instantly it came to
our remembrance, that between Memphis and the Libyan
range, there was once an artificial lake which communicated
with the Nile-—the celebrated Acherusia of Diodorus. On
passing this deep chanunel, it became palpable to the eye of
sense that, when the lake existed, the bodies of the dead from
Memphis, must have been ferried over—most probably by an
establislied ferry-man, and at a regulated hirve—to be interred
in the general Necropolis, on the heights above. Now, as
the Greeks, by the confession of Herodotus and other writers
of their own, borrowed the maiu part of their mythology from
Egypt, and the Romans from the Greeks, how could we resist
the inference, that, from the very scene then before our cyes,
originated all the fables of theGreek and Roman poets relative to
the dark Stygian lake—to Charon, his ferry-boat and ¢ obolus”
hire? And the inference seemed conclusive, when the eye, at a
single glance, now embraced the elevated plains of the pyra-
mids and the mummies in all their naked and desclate horrors
as if scathed and blasted by some consuming fire, with the
beauteous groves and plains, spreading out from their base
beyond the flood, then clad in living green. 1t seemed to us
the very reality which primarily gave rise to the mythologic
scenery so powerfully painted in the sixth book of the Eueid,
when the poet expatiates on the ““dark and turbid waters of
Adlemn,” with its ¢ horror-striking  banks,” enu)mpassing
tlle region of ¢ doleful shades ;”” aud the < green vale,™ with its

¢ grassy sward,” in whick were found “the abodes of the
blessed. But, O, how unlike that bright realm, of which the
poetic region of ¢ eternal spring and never-withering flowers”
is but the gross material type !

With no ordinary emotion did we approach and traverse
the site of ancient Memphis ;—Mewmphis, once introduced by
name in our veceived version; ¢ Egypt shall gather them
up, Memphis shall bury them,” Hosea ix. 6—Memplhis, often
referred to by other prophets under the designation of Noph ;
“The princes of Noph are deceived, they have also seduced
Egypt,” Isuiah xix. 13—Memphis, the capital of the Pharoahs
—the seat of the Magi or wise men who were the counsellors
of kings—the place of Joseph’s unmerited disgrace and subse-
quent glonous exaltation—the school where Moses became
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians—the scene of the
most stupendous miracles—the witness of the vindication of
Jehoval’s supremacy over the idols of Egypt and the powers
and principalities of darkness! Oh, how changed from the
day when Etrvpt’s plond monarch presumed to defy the
great 1 am,” saying, < T will not let the people go ! For
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several miles together, nought is visible now, save heaps of
pounded rubbish, interpersed with clumps of |.aln trees !

This utter annihilation of a city so interwoven with the tex-
ture of Sacred History, naturally led the mind to revert with
admiration to the singular fultilment of seripture prophecies—
prophecies, uttered at a time when Fgypt outshone all other
lands in the powp and glory of her wisdom, her princes, her
cities, her canals, her rivers, and her idols.

“ Where are thy wise men :”’—asks the prophet Isaiah—
 Where are they ;* Where are thy wise men? Where are
they P—may Echo now mournfully respond frowm every corner
of a land, whence all wisdom hath fled, and the very remem-
brance of it hath perished. The wisdom of its priests and
people has, to adopt the emphatic language of a modern wri-
ter, given place to ¢ the decrepitude and imbecility of a
second childhood. No native can now decipher a single
inscription in the sacred character; but foreigners from the
extremity of Western Europe must be called in to disinter
the monuments and to unravel the hieroglyphic records of
the past.”

“ 1 will set fire in Egypt,” saith the Spirit of the Lord by the
Prophet Ezekiel, ¢ and her cities shall be in the midst of the
cities that are wasted.” All the ancient cities of Egypt,
without one exception, are now wasted—so wasted, as to be
without an inhabitant. Some of them exhibit nought but the
promiscuous coufusion of broken columns, and shattered
edifices. The traces of others have become so strangely obli-
terated, that the precise spot where they stood is still a matter
of debate among antiquarians, Many of them have disap-
peared altogether amid the sands of the desert.

1 willi make the rivers (of Egypt) dry,” saith the Lord.
How many lukes, canals and large branches of the Nile itself
have, in upper Egypt, been literally dried up, and choked with
sand !  And in lower Egypt, of the seven mouths of the Nile,
five of which were natural and two artificial, is it not memo-
rable that the two latter are the only ones, which rewmain
as free outlets of the mighty stream >—and that the five for-
mer are now so obstructed, as to be either wholly dried up, or
converted into stagnant marshes?

¢ 1 will make the land of Egypt desolate, in the midst of
the countries that are desolate.”” And is it not matter of
historic fact, that many an immense and flourishing district
along the whole extent of Egypt has become irretrievably de-
solate —the once fertile fields being now turned into a burn-
ing desert ? Yea, as the necessary consequence of such deso-
lation, is it not also matter of historic fact, that a territory
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which formerly supplied the necessaries and luxuries of life to
upwards of seven millions, can now very inadequately support
a third part of that number ? Nor is the progress of desolation
yet ended. Through the repressive energies of a merciless
tyranny, the work of destruction is advancing apace—and in
many places advanciong rapidly and irretraceably.

“1 will also destroy the idols and will cause their itnages to
cease out of Noph,” (Memphis.) Where are now the once-
famed idols and images of Egypt?—Egypt. the very birth-
place and cradle of the leading Mythologies and Idolatries
of antiquity ? They are hid in the burning sands, buried
beneath the rubbish of ruins, strewn in mutilated and disho-
noured fragments upon the surface, or transported to replenish
the nmiuscums and the galleries of every metropolis in Europe
with idle curiosities !

“The powp of ber strength shall cease,” continues the
Prophet ; < the pride of her power shall come down. 1 will
sell the land into the hands of the wicked ; it shall be a base
kingdom, the basest of the kingdoms ; and there shall be no
more a prince of the land of Egypt.” How singularly minute
the verification of every part of this most remarkable prophe-
cy! Where now is the pomp of Egypt’s ancient strength
—the pride of her ancient power >—all, all sepulchred in the
dust which covers her temples and palaces and stupendous
monuments. The only visible remaining relic of the ¢ pomp
and pride’” of royal Memphis, is the huge bust of the co-
lossal statue of Sesustris, erected by himself, with several
others, in front of the temple of Vulcan. It was the practice
of this proud conqueror to rvear pillars in every subjugated
province—invariably bearing the daringly presumptuous in-
scription, ** Sesostris, King of Kings and Lord of Lords, sub-
dued this country by his armns.”” Now, as if to verify to the
very senses of posterity the faithfulness of His word, who
declares, that He ¢ will stain the pride of all glory,” the most
gigantic representation of the hero himself now lies amid
the ruins of his own capital—lies shattered and mutilated in
the most humiliating of all postures—even in a deep trench,
with its face fast stuck in the mud! And what mere human
sagacity could poussibly have foreseen, or what stretch of mere
human hardibood could pussibly have hazarded the remain-
ing parts of the prediction ?—and that too, at a time when
Egypt to human eye appeared the greatest and most flourish-
ing, as well as to human estimate the most stable and per-
manent, of all earthly kingdoms *—Yet, is it not the undisput-
ed and indisputable testimony of all history that, since the
days of the prophets, Egypt has been overrun by successive
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races of foreizn conquevors and literally sold into the hands
of wicked oppressors ?—that, since the days of the prophets,
there never has been, even amid innumerable scenes of anar-
chy and change, a single unative prince of the land of Egypt?
Nor is this all.  The insults, indignities, cruelties, and ise-
vies to which the wretehed inhabitants have almost unin-
tervuptedly, throughout the long period of two thousand years,
passively submitted, almost exceed credibility. So entirely ex-
tinct has the spirit of liberty and independence become, that,
in the present moment, even in the lowest depths of their
woe, they never dream of the rise and formation of a native
government, No:—so crushed have their souls become,
that they seem utterly incapable of entertaining a sentiment
which has been cherished by the crouching Greek, the de-
generate Italian, the submissive Hindu, and the fettered
Negro. At this moment, those, who have most freely mingled
with them and know their minds best, positively assured us
that the height of their ambition—the loftiest aspiration of their
shrivelled souls, is, that God, iu his providence, may be pleased
to permit some other jforeign power of a milder character to
assume the sceptre ;—prepared to reckon it the greatest privi-
lege, should only & whip of rods be substituted in place of the
present fiercely brandished scourge of scorpions. Thus truly
and literally has Egypt gradually become not only ¢ base,”
but ¢ the basest of the kingdoms.”

Here, as every where else, how can the humble but en-
lightened soul niore wisely terminate its inquiries into the
ways of Providence, than in the simple yet sublime language
of the holy Apostle ?— O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God ! 1low unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out!”

A. D.
(To be concluded in the next.)

I1.—Discussions with the Jews.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

We have had some discussions with a few of the scattered children of
Israel at this place, and I propose to furnish you with an abstract of them;
not that any success has attended these efforts, but with the hope that
some of the followers of the true Messiah may have their attention
divected to the subject, and be led to libor in behalf of the Jews resident
in Calcutta.

‘T'he controversy has lain chiefly between ourselves and David Cohen,
a man of considerable powers of mind, and extensive acquaintance with
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the Scriptures; while several others of his people listened to the argu-
ments but without evincing any great interest in them. Only one indeed
seems to have had his attention moved, but for the most part he agreed
with the conclusions of our immediate opponent. | wish I could add that
those conclusions were always fairly drawn, or that there was any desire
to arrive at the truth, rather than to defend, by any means whatever, a
fallacious system. The hardihood with which assertions were made—the
impatience shewn where a fair inference was drawn—the quibbling about
words —the repeated assumption of the point in debate,—and worse than
all, the taking up and abandoning a position, over and over again, ac-
cording to the exigency of the case, without the least shame at the in.
consistency, indicated that however the mind was staggered, there was
no desire for truth and no candour in the heart.

The enclosed paper is that which 1 took with me to the discussion this
eveuing. I need only add that the applicability of every passage quoted
was devied—that whenever it was possible, irrelevant questions were
mooted by our opponent—and that all that ingenuity could effect to
evade the points at issue, was tried with a zeal worthy of a better cause.
Such a Jew Lrought to humility and candour by the truth, and holding
fast the faith in Christ, would well be worth all the prayer and labor
that could be devoted in the way of human means to bring him to the
cross.—In such a case the greater the impediment, the more should Chris-
tian courage be stirred up to overcome them.

Yours fuithfully,

Allahabad, 17th dugust, 1840,

Haggai ii. 3~ 9.

9. “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the
former.”

I commenced by inquiring, what honor was here meant, and you replied
“I'he house the Jews were then building.” I thien observed that the
passage contained a comparison, and that it was requisite to ascertain
what was that glory of the first house with which the latter was com-
pared ; for which purpose the following pussages were read—1 Chron.
xxviil, 19 ; 2 Chron. 1i. 5 ; 1 Chron. xxi. 1+; 2 Chron. ii. 10, 17,8 ; 1
Kings v. 13 ; vi. 38 ; 2 Chron. vii. 1—3 ; besides other passages ; and it
was admitted that in the second temple God did not give a new plan ;
that the wisest king was not the builder ;—that tliere was notsuch « man
known ;—that there were not such multitudes employed; that the ark,
the oracle, the mercy seat were wanting ; that there was no Shechinah ;
no fire from heaven for perpetual daily sacrifice ; and that prophecy soon
ceased there.

‘The gquestion was then put ¢ When was the promise fulfilled ?”

You replied as follows.  In the 3vd v. is said ** \Who among you is Jeft
that saw this house in her first glory ;" and as the people were not Jool-
ing at the first house but on the beginning of the second, you argue that
the word house refers not to the huilding, but to the place or site of the
Luilding ; as is said in the 9th v. 1 will give peace in this place,” and
does not say, ¢ in the second house.” Further to show that that very
spot was called a house before there was a house there, you quote Gen.
xxviii. 16, 17, where Jacob awaked out of his sleep and said < Surely ; the
Lord isin this place ;" and thenv. 17, ¢ How dreadful is this place ;" ¢ this
is none other but the house of God, and thisis the gate of heaven.” Hence
in Haggai the promises refer not to the house but to the place. Also it is
not said this second house, but this lutter house ; and as the second house was
never possessed of the promised glory, it could not mean that house, but
athird house. Further, God condemned the second house as * unclear”
from the very first ; for as in v. 10—13, things extremely unclean are men-
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tioned ; s0 in v. 14, it is said all the people were equully unclean, and also
that the work of their hauds was unclean.  Now as the temple was the
work of their hands, the temple was unclean, and therefore the promises
could not apply to it ;—Dbut refer to a third temple yet to be built.

T'o this L veply. First, that the very object of all the promises in Haggai
was to encouragt the people to build the second temple, and that the work
was begun and curcied ou by the command of God, and through the en-
couriagement afforded by hisspirit. In the 2nd v. the people thought it
was not the time to build the house ; but in the 7th and &th they are told
to go and bring woed and build the house ; and in the 14th v. it is said,
the Lord stirred up the spirit of the people, so that «“ they came and did
wark in the house of the Lord of hosts their God.”” In less than a month
they had made some progress (eh. ii. 1). \When they had thus begun,
v hat they saw, aud the scanly means they had to complete the temple
scemed insignificaut ; and the word of God was, *¢ Is it not in your eyes in
comparison of it us nothing #” v. 3 ; Yet, said (rod, Be strong and work, and
then follows the encouragement of the promises contained in v, 3—9, that
Giod would make ““ the glory of this latter house”