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I. -A few notes on Lower Egypt.-The Pyramids, their size, 
form, o,·igin and design, witli rejlections.-Singular fate of 
the Mummies,-Ancient Memphis,-Fulfilment qf Scripture 
Prophecies. By Rev. A. Du FF, D. D. 

(Continued from page 518.) 

Who has not at times been so overcome by accounts of the 
"Eternal Pyramids,'' as to desire to be left alone to lose him­
self in a re\'crie of contemplation and ,vonder ? We have rPad 
of travellers, who, when they first beheld these enormous piles 
indenting their forms on the cleat· blue sl(y, declared that for 
some time they "remained motionless"-that, on recovering 
from the primary sensation, their " enthusiasm amounted 
almost to madness, aud they shouted applause to the magnificent 
spectacle!'' We ,vere therefore prepared, and really expected 
to be astonished. Soon after the dawn of a glorious morn, while 
passing the point where the Delta commences, a few miles 
below Cairn, by the separation of the stream into its two main 
branches, we first beheld, at a considerable distance to the 
right, the peaks of the two great Pyramids of Ghizeh 
shooting up, Parnassus-like, from an apparently common 
body. As we approached more nearly opposite, the gap or 
opening between them began to widen and descend, till at last 
they presented themselves from base to summit as two distinct 
and independent fabrics. There being nothing in two sharp 
peaks, shining like fiery wedges in the full radiance of the 
rising sun, to excite unwonted surprise, we still waited in earnest 
expectation of the uprising of a sensation of deepest wonder. 
At length the naked base of the Libyan rock appeared ; upon 
it the great Pyramids stood out fully disclosed to view ;-and 
yet no emotion whatever of the anticipated astonishmeut ! On 
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the contra1·y, we felt an almost rcsistless propensity to give way 
to that opposite en\otion of llcrision and contempt which is erer 
apt to spring- up, when it is discovered 01· imag-ined that one has 
been made the unconscious dupe of trick and delusive a1·tifice. 
,v e neither experienced, nor could experience any feeling or 
sentiment of wonde1· whatsoei·er. Disappointed at our own 
disappointment, we could only be astonished to think what 
others, standing where we were and placed as strangers in 
precisely simila1· circumstances, could possibly have found 
to be astonished at. " 1 hat could be the cause of so unex­
pected a result? It seemed to be this. Frnm the vast breadth 
of the base, compared with the altitude of the rapidly taper­
ing summit, and from the entire i,bsence of adjacent objects 
of known dimensions, whereby to measure them, the elevation 
appeared to the eye, at the distance of a few miles, exceedingly 
diminitive. Many glass-works in Great Britain at about the 
same distance h,we struck our eye as being alike lofty and 
magnificent. Then again, theii· cmbrowncd sun-burnt aspect 
so much resemhled the sterile sand of the desert; they looked 
so plain, so bare, so smooth, so meaningless from top to 
bottom-without doorway, or window, or arch, or colonnade, 
or tunet, 01· spire, or dome, 01· gilded pinnacle, or any other 
wonted external symbol ,vhich could com·ey an impression of 
wisdom, skill, 01· design ; beauty, proportion, 01· utility- that 
an isolated fragment of rock, 01· conical mound of earth, or 
artificial cairn of stones on the crest of a mountain-ridge, has 
often attracted and far more powerfully rivctted our attention. 

N e,·ertheless, it was impossible to follow the first impulse 
ancl ahruptly tw·n away from monuments which have excited 
the admiration of every Egyptian trarnller from Herodotus to 
Belzoni, and of every Egyptian conqueror from Alexander to 
Napoleon-monuments, which have been alternately repre­
sented as royal sepulchres, astronomical observatories, or fire­
temples-monuments, therefore, whose construction, form, and 
internal repositories might well be supposed capable of revealing 
a few of the secrets of primitive art, somewhat of the prngress 
of eal'ly science, and not a little of the character and migrations 
of the most ancient elemental and mythologic worship. Hence, 
we determined on a closer inpection. Accordingly, accompa­
nied with a few friends, we started from Cairo about noon ; 
passed the palace and pleasme grounds of Ibrahim Pasha, 
bestud with l'anals and ponds, too often, at that season, mere 
reservoi1·s of stagnant greenish water, and trees powdered ove1· 
with perpetual dust; crossed the rivrr close by the island of 
Rhodah, in which is prese1·,•ed the famous Nilomete1· 01· instrn­
ment for marking the progress and height of the annual 
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inundation, and the loamy surface of which, uncleL' the direc­
tion of two Sr:olsmen, in the service of the Pasha, has been 
com·ertcd into the most beautiful garden in Egypt; a11cl, finally, 
towards c,·rning reachl'd the Pyramids of Ghi;,;ch, 011 the elevat­
ed ridge of the rocky boundary of the Libyan dcsCl't, distant 
about ten miles from Grand Cairo. In traversing the seven or 
eight miles of fertile licld between the riveL' an<l the stel'ile maL'­
gin of the desert, these mighty pyramidal piles were thl'Oughout 
foll in view. Yet to the eye they seemed to un<lcL·go uo change. 
"'hen actually within a few hundred yar<ls of us, they <lid 
not seem one \\'hit large1· than they appeared from the citadel 
of Cail'O. The mos_t enthusiastic admire1· of the Pyramids 
amongst us,-who constantly r:n-ed about them in somewhat 
of the spirit and style of romance, and who to the last fully 
l'XP<'cted to he ovenvhelmed with a sense of the wonderful and 
sublime as he approached them-was now forced in the bit­
terness of regret to exclaim, " \Veil, I must confess that I am 
sadly disappointed." An<l so singula1· was the optical illusion 
as to their real si;i;e, that, it was not till we came up to the very 
base of the great Pyramid, walked rouud it, measuring the 
uumbe1· of paces and keeping an account of the ti111e ;-it was 
not till we haudled the large blocks, a,·eraging three or 
fom feet square, of regula1· super-imposed layers of which the 
pile was composed, and looking up, saw them gradually <limi­
nish into the size of bricks, and finally d wiudle away into 
the size of marble balls ;-it was uot till we had unclergone 
the real toil and labour of the ascent, and standing on the 
su111mit, saw how the largest tumuli beneath ha<l shrunk into 
nrnl~-hills :-it was uot till after all this pe1·sonal experience, 
that, moving a few paces from the base an<l casting our eyes 
fixedly along the steep acclivity, we were in any p1·opol'tionate 
degree impressed with a seuse of its real magnitu<le. 

As the i11terior must be visited by torchlight, we resolved, 
though the sha<lO\YS of evening had close<l around us, to ente1· the 
great Pyramid. With the assistauce of some attendant Arabs, we 
reached the opening on the north side, at the elevation of forty 
feet above the base-resembling the mouth of a cave scooped 
out of the solid rock. lu a bending and painfully constrained 
attitude we proceeded along the low nhl'row and cheerless 
passag-es-in directions, ascending, descending, 01· horizontal 
-half suffocated with <lust, smoke and heat. We then visited 
il1e principal chambe1·s-usually style<l, the king's and queen's. 
lu none of these, with the exception of a single sarcophagus, is 
anght tu be found but bare and ulackened walls-the largest 
not exceeding J 8 feet in height, J 8 in breadth, and 36 in 
length. Is this all which can be exhibited by the interior of 
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a pile which some of its admirers have pronounced " the 
most sublime, most wonderful, and most stupendous of all 
fabrics"-" the most ancient and yet most mighty monu­
ment of man's power and pride ?"-was the fii-st involuntary 
exclamation, when, restored to the natm·al up1·ight posture, 
and fixed in the centre of the king's chamber, we looked 
round on its emptied sarcophagus and dark naked walls ! 
Why, there is not in the Bdtish Empire a single mine of 
any note that may not boast of passages and chambers, 
which display vastly more skill, ingenuity, and even taste in 
the excavation of them ! To stand in the centre of the g1·eat 
Pyramid and in the centre of St. Paul's :-what a contrast ! 
The emotions generated in the former position are as mean 
and Ta1·tarean as those generated in the latter are celestial 
and sublime. 

Weaded, fatigued and disappointed, we retired to enjoy, if 
possible, two or three hours' slumber in one of the smaller tombs 
quai-ried out of the face of the contiguous rnck-thus com·e1·ting 
into a chamber of real repose for the living that which three 
thousand years ago was designed as the abode of imaginary 
repose fo1· the dead-and cau:sing a receptacle, which embo­
died in its professed design the sentiment of au ignorant super­
stitious age, to resound for once with the reading of the word 
of life, and the voice of prayer and praise to Jehovah, Lord of 
Hosts! 

By break of day we hastened from our rocky dormitory to 
the apex of the Great Pyramid, and there witnessed the first 
1·ays of the sun, as they glittered over the domes and mina1·ets 
of Cairo. The general view, making allowance for our rela­
tive position on the opposite side of the vale, was much the 
same as from the citadel of Saladin. In the one, as well as the 
other, the desert-the desert-was the universal boundary !­
the desert, so happily symbolized as " an immense ocean of 
sand, like the real ocean with its flux and re-flux ; its cara­
vans which cleave it like navies ; its dromedaries which furrow 
it like boats : and its simoons which agitate it like hurricanes.'' 
The narrow ,·alley of the Nile winded through this ocean of 
savage barrenness like a living stream of beauty and fertility. 
Betweeu it and its desert boundary there was not contrast 
merely, but contrast so violent as to produce a painful sense 
of the incongruous 01· unnatural. 'l'he inquiry was forced upon1 
us, How came fields of such emerald green to be so fringed an,J 
inwoven with the waste howling wilderness, that between fer,'­
tility the most charming and sterility the most frightful, the.re­
is not any where the measurable fraction of a single foot­
step 2 In other landH, the l"ich ,·erdure ofthe mead and n,,blc 
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majesty of the forest al'e imperceptibly succecde<l hy the mol'e 
stunted yet not unpleasant copse an<l he1·bage of the upland 
moo,· OI' rising acclivity,-and these again by the fems and 
the lil'hens and the mosses which delight to feathe1· the brow 
of the mountain, before it is sunnounted by its naked cloud­
capp'cl peak. But here, between loveliness the most exuberant 
and deformity the most bal'l'en, there is no transition at all. 
The feeling excited by so singular a juxtaposition was some­
what nkin-compal'ing small things with g1·eat-w that which 
must be expel'ienced wel'e one to behold the still gorgeous 
heart of the richest Cashmel'ian shawl in close contact and 
inseparnble union with a brnad and ample bol'del'-now all 
tawdl'y and tattered, discololll'ed and bespattered with mud! 

As to the Pyramid itself, after having walked round it, 
surveyed it from every point of view, explored the intel'ior, 
and stood on the summit, the only impression which ,ve could 
de1·ive from it, was that of magnitude--me1·e magnitude-the 
magnitude of so vast an artificial accumulation of inert matte1·. 
Stationed on that prn1ul summit on which, doubtless, once 
stood Herodotus, the father of History, and Alexander, the 
Conqueror of the world, and many a sage and hero since­
some of whose names are roughly graven on the uppermost 
flags, in order to immol'talize theil' a1·duous visit-the spon­
taneous musings of our inne1· man could not but run in a 
somewhat moralizi11g channel. ls this, thought ,ve, the 
ve1·y pile which has been often pronounced " the gi·eateat 
and most indestructible monument of human power?"­
As to its alleged indestructibility, whether relative or ab­
solute, that is an idle and fallacious boast. Some of the 
more ancient Pyrnmids to the south have nmv been actually 
turned into masses of dust and rubbish. And this one, per­
haps the most modern of them all, exhibits the most indu­
bitable symptoms of gradual decay. The steps, of a foot or a 
foot and a half wide, formed by the receding tiers or layel'S 
of calcareous stone in the upward ascent, are evl'ry where 
mouldering into decay ;-and this too, in a climate like that of 
Egypt, where thel'e is neither rain nor frost !-so that, from 
the steps being partly worn away, and partly blocked up with 
the crumbling materials from above, the ascent, except along 
one or two tracks which are l,ept clear of loosened fragments, 
is no longer practicable. What then becomes of man's vain 
boast of indestrnctibility ? Even when farnured with the 
most unvarying climate in the world, the great Pyramid proves 
by its scarred and shattered sides, that it is no more proof 
against ultimate dissolution than frail man himself. And ifit had 
heen real't:d either in India, with its deluges of rain and subse-
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tjlll'llt burning heat; or in Britain, with its melting snows and 
subsl'queut hardening frost, it would assuredly have been rent 
into piece!;, or turned into a pile of rnins, a~es ago !-As to 
its magnitude,-that, compared with most other works of man, 
is inrontestihle. But then, ei·en in tltis respect, is it uot 
ri\·,dled by the great wall of China, which, with its massy 
to\\'ers, stretches uninterruptedly acrnss vallies and rivers 
,,11d nwuntaius to the extent of fifteen hundred miles !-or, hy 
the great Ca11al of China, which, for six hundred miles, has 
been forced through the mightiest obstacles, often consider­
ably raised by the most stupendous walls and embauk­
mt>11ts aho\·e the level of lakes and marshes which it is made 
to tra\·erse, and fi11ally opeuing into the Yellow Sea with a 
breadth of a thousand feet! Aud if, in point of mere magni­
ilule, it is rirnlled, if not out-rirnlled by other prnducts 
of human power, how utterly poor and insignificant, 
comparecl with the works of God ! Compare in point of 
magnitude, this greatest of the Pyramids with Beu Nevis 
of the Grampians, Mount Blanc of the Alps, Chimbornzo 
of the Andes, Dhwalagiri of the Himalaya !-with the 
terrestrial globe itself !-with sun, moon, and staa·s ! In 
the comparison, 01· rather contrast, surely man's vauntful 
pride ought for once to be changed into adoring humility. 
And then, what is man's power at best, but the communicated 
ability of piling up a heap of stones from pre-e,7:isting matte,·? 
Contrast this with the underived creative powe1· which 
summonrd into being man himself, and the matte1· on which 
he operates, out of the banen womb of nothing !-and sm·ely, 
on the topmost height of the greatest of the Pyramids, where 
infidelity has often found an argmuent to exalt man at the 
expense of the Creator,-surely there, beyond all other 
~puts, may new and decisive and cumulati\·e arguments be 
found for exalting the Creator over the prnstrnted pretensions 
of his rni11 and freble aud sinful creature-man ! 

Again, Is this, thought we, the very pile which has been often 
JHonotrnced one of the mig-htiest monuments of " mechanical 
~euius and ,irchitectural skill?"-,Vhy, as a manifestation of 
those attrilHttf's of superiOI" intelligence, it uo more admits of be­
ing compared with the dome of St. Paul's, than the latter, with 
the t,:pangled vault of he:n-eu ! Here, there is nothing whatever 
to shew that aught was to be solved, save the simple problem, 
In what fonu may the largest possible aggreg;i.te of square 
ietones be piled up in one nearly solid mass, so as to prove most 
stable-resisting alike the encrnachmeuts of man and the in­
roads of the elements ? Such, all but demonstrnbly, having 
been the sole problem, the conception of some species of the 
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Pvramidal form was inevitable. Set a child to raise the 
highest and most stable pile with its wooden hl'ieks, and it 
stumbles almost iustiucti\'l'ly on the geuel'al form of a Pyrn­
mid. Compare, the11, i11 point of expansi\·e !'each aud power, 
the mind of the architect which coucei\'ed the fol'm of the 
great Pyramid and its few dark nal'l"OW passages and dungeon­
like chambers, with the mind of him who conceived the ideal 
model of St. Paul's-including an almost boundless multipli­
city and yet noble harmony in the adaptations, prnportions, 
and uses of all its pal'ts ! Compare the mechanical geuius 
necessary for the exrcution of the oue and of the othel'. 111 
constructing the dome of St. Paul's, the raising of the solid 
materials to so great a height, was that part of the opera­
tion which demanded by far the least display of the 1·equisite 
architectural 01· designing skill. In constructing a pyrnmid, 
the raising of stoues, of from two to fou1· feet squal'e, along the 
solid and immoveable side of the inclined plane supplied on 
evel'y side by the portion pl'eviously fabricated, demanded 
uot merely the highest, but almost the only display of the 
requisite a1·chitectural and designing skill. In the fo1'lne1· 
case, mere brute force could achieve little or nothing :-in the 
latter case, mere brute force, assisted by the simplest and the 
rudest of mechanical agencies,-the lHer, the inclined plane, 
and the pulley,-was really all which could bt! required. But' 
why attempt to reduce the Pyramids to their prope1· level, by 
a comparison with trnnsceudently noble1· monuments of man's 
designing intelligence ? B ehol<l at thei1· \'ery base, how they 
al'e confronted and out-rivalled by the instinct of an insect. 
Tl,ere, rise the hillocky nests of the lion-ant, which, after carn­
ful examination, led a celebrated naturalist to exclaim, "All 
the al'chitecture, magnificence and expense that shine in the ex­
cellent pyrnmids cannot give a contemplatm· of uatul'e such 
high ideas as a1·e excited by the al't of these little creatures." 
.And if even in one of the minutest of dumb irrationals the 
gl'eat Creator can plant so admirable an instinct-out-rivalling 
the topmost flower of human invention-oh, how ought rnin 
man to shrink into his own inherent nothingness, in view of 
the inexhaustible resources of creative Intelligence ! 

Once more, Is this, thought we, the greatest of those very 
piles which have fo1· ages filled the world with learned clii,;serta­
tions respecting thei1· origin and design ? \Vho then could well 
escape the g1·egarious tendency to follow the leaders in the 
realm of literatul'e? But yestel'day ou1· mind was brimful of 
theories on the subject. \Vhel'e are these now ? Alas for 
the lthul'iel touch of experience! they a1·e wholly vanished. 
\Vhat fanciful chimeras have not ingenious imaginative men 
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heen led to substitute for sober realities? At one lime, have 
tht·se l,een represented as "disguised fortl·esses" for the con­
cealment of treasUl'e ; or "oracular shrines,'' for the exhibi­
tion of "acoustic phenomena" and other p.-iestly jugglery. At 
another, they have risen into magnificent fire-temples, or astro­
nomical observatories. Then followed the elaborated dis­
sertation on the wealth, the hie1·ophancy, the mytholo.qy, or 
the science of the ancient world. What laborious trifling! 
'fhat these were ever t1·easure-citadels or caverns for priestly 
tricke1·ies, is utterly unfounded in histo1·y, and wholly contra­
dicted by the fonn and structure of the fabrics themselves. 
That they could ever have heen designed for fire-altars or astro­
nomical edifices, involves a visible pbysil'al impossibility. On 
either of these latter suppositions the summits must have been 
uniformly flat and uniformly accessible. Now the dii·ect con­
trary of this is the real fact. When finished, all the Pyrnmids 
terminated in a sharp culminating point or apex; and some 
of them so terminate to this day. And those which do not, 
such as the great pyramid, bear evidence that thei1· tops have 
been violently dislocated and thrown down. Moreover, when 
finished, the entire surface of the receding steps was covered 
ove1· with a smooth casing of flat stone-flags. The casing of 
some of them, in whole or in part, such as that of the upper 
quarter of the second pyramid, close at hand, is still perfectlr 
entire, and its apex sharp-pointed. So that unless the fire­
worshippers and the Astronomers of those days could climb 
up like lizards; or, like the fabled genii of the middle ages, could 
consociate as on the point of a needle, these peaks wel'e physi­
cally unfitted for any of theii· operntions ! Whence, then, the 
origin of such fanciful hypotheses at all ?-One of the chief 
reasons for supposing them to have been fire-temples is, their 
pyramidal form, which somewhat resembles that of burning 
flame !-By indulgence in such or similar fancies how many 
strange ends have these pyramids been made to serve! We have 
read of theia- having been designed to represent the soul, which 
is of " a fiery natu1·e and adhereth to the body as a pyramid 
doth to the basis, or as fire doth to the fuel ;"-or, the great 
cycle of thh·ty-six thousand years ; since a pyramid, "the top 
of it standing fixed, and the base being moved about, would 
describe a circle, and the whole body of it a cone ;"-or, the 
nature of things; because, "as a Pyramid, having its be­
ginning from a point at the top, is by degrees dilated on all 
parts, so the natm·e of all things proceeding from one foun­
tain and beginning, viz. from God, the chief workmaster, is 
diffused into various kinds and species, all which it conjoins 
to that beginning and point, from whence every thing issues 
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and ftows ;"-01· the " first and most simple of matliematicnl 
bodies ;"-or "the mvsteries of pyramidal numbers ;"-or 
u the emission of rays from luminou!!I bodies ;"-or " the 
emanation of sensible species from thei1· objects ! ''-But 
where are such frh·olous fa1·-fetched fancies to terminate ? 
The trnth is, that the pyramidal form must have been chosen, 
for the sim ple"it and best of all re.isons, ,·iz. that, owing to its 
grnrlual contraction from the ve1·y bottom towards the top, 
and consequent decrrasr of its own down-bearing weight, as 
well as diminished liabilitv to cracks and rents, this fonn is 
by fat· the mo.~t stable ani pe1·manrnt. As to the supposed 
,1stronom ical desig11, one of the principal reaso11s fo1· the 
opinion is founded on the direction of the sides, which hap­
pen to he turned towards the four cardinal points /-if a 
grnnnd of argument so utterly futile be admitted, there is not 
an illiterate mountaineer in the Highlands of Scotland who 
might not be proved an accomplished astronomer, a11d his 
cottage an astronomical observatory-since, if he has a free­
dom of choice, he is sure t.o erect his hut, fronting the sura at 
right m1glC's, when on the meridian at noon-the sides of his 
humble abode bei11g thus as exactly turned towards the fom· 
cardinal points, as the pyramids ol Egypt ! Besides, is it not 
,•11e main objrct of the astro11ome1· to secnre, if possible, a 
clear unobstructed horir.011 ? Now here, on the top of the g1·eat 
pyramid, a considerable portion of the sky is most g1·atnitous­
ly shut out of \'icw by the second and other smaller ones. 
How much more must large portions of the heavens be con­
cealed from the summits of the smaller-even if accessible­
by the needle~s iuterveution of the large1· ?-Altogether, there 
is not only no probable evidence in farnur, but very positive 
evidence in disp1·oof, of the Hiernphantic, Sabian, Astrnnomi­
cal and other similar supposed origins and ends of the pyra­
mids. 

\\'hat then could have been the 1·eal ol'igin and end of these 
vast fabrics? Formerly, we felt au a priori repugnance in admit­
ting the plain unvarnished statement of Herodotus, who repre­
sents them as sepulcJ,ual monuments, reared by the pride and 
vanity and !mperstition of tyrant monarchs-deeming the ac­
count, if not incredible, at least wholly unworthy of the boast­
ed wisdom of Egypt. Standing, however, where we now do, it 
seems impossible to doubt, that, of all others, the account of 
the Grecian historian is the truest and the best. The desire of 
perpetuating one's name and memory by monumental piles has 
prevailed in all countl'ies and in all ages. In the case of many 
of the great men of the earth this desire has often risen into 
a sort of 1·age, 01· predominant pas,ion, fo1· whose g1·atificatio11 
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the wealth of pro\'illcl's and the might of ki11gcloms has 
scarcely sufficl•(I. In Egy1it, from tlw eai-lie~t ti111es, owing 
to the prc\'aknt doctrine of its people, re:-prcting trans­
migration and the absulutr necessity of pre~erving the body 
undccayed, in order to its after re-inhabitation hy the former 
departed spirit,-this a11imating passion became epidemic 
aud national. \Vhile the great, accordingly, had their 
towering mausoleums aho\'e ground, the multitude must 
lia,·e their well-excavated and well-walled pits and vaults, 
and catacombs beueath. But, in Egypt, the alluvial soil is 
far too limited i11 quautity and far too precious in quality 
to he occupied to the vast extent which the execution of such. 
works might demand. Hence doubtless it is, that, throughout 
the entire length of Egypt, the principal repositories for the 
dead are fo1111tl hehi11d or opposite to the am:ient cities, upon 
the margin of the utterly unproductive and boundless desert 
of Libya, which constitutes the western boundary of the valley, 
sometimes termiuatiug in a grnclual uudulating sandy descent, 
and sometimes stretching along in an abrupt preci1>itous wall, 
01· shootiug out into a bluff rocky pro111011tory of two or th1·ee 
hundred feet in height. Now, it is in tlte very midst ol these 
sacred repositories of mummy pits and catacombs that the I/tree 
great cluslel's of pyramids are still to be see,,. There is 
abundant eddence that one of the earliest strea111s of emigra­
tion passed iuto Africa by the straits of Babelma11<lel-that a 
portion of it, settling at Thebes, made it the capital of a g1·eat 
empire-a11d that, as it <lescended the fertile vale, the scat of 
empire was successively changed, till the last purely Egyptian 
dynasty became extinct at Memphis. Accordingly, from Thebes 
downwards there are many smaller pyrnmi<ls or tumuli. The 
first great cluster is at Daslrnr, between twenty and thirty miles 
above Cairo. These arc universally allowed to be the rudest 
an<l least perfect of the principal groups. The next cluste1· is 
011 the elernted platform i111mediately uehin<l the site of Mem­
phis; and manifests signs of improved m·chitecturnl skill. The 
last and greatest am! most perfect of the whole is that on the 
loftiest of which we now stand, exactly confroutiug Cairo, the 
acknowledgrd site of the Egyptian Babylon, founded by Cam­
byses. \Vhat then are these huge structmes? Sta11ding whe1·e 
we now do, the question seems scarcely to admit of 1·easoni11g 
at all. There is an intense feeling, and we caunot help it ; 
there is, in spite of ourselves, an overwhelming sensation, that 
they are sepulcllral monuments, and uot!ting more. \-Vhet·ever 
we turn, what do ou1· eyes belwld? Close to the ,·ery base of 
these mighty fabrics, and around them fo1· miles in all direc­
tions, al'e uumberles~ ~ubterrnnean exca,·ations, pits, or cata-
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<'<>mbs, in whil'h have ucen disw,·eretl r;arcophag-i and piles of 
the emhalnwd tll•ad. Arnurul Lhcm in all directions arc 11um­
berle!>s supernal cditices, 1110111uls, or tunrnli, in which, when 
opened, ha\'e lll'cn fourid bones, arid fragme11tr; of wooden 
cases, arid bandag-ed mummies. An<l in any of the py1·ami<ls 
which have ueen explored, what has eve1· yet been found 
except !<Ollie vaulted cham hers, a sarcophag-us, an<l a few 
moulderirig bones ? Altogether, it. seems utterly impossible 
to starid here, sm-ro111Hle,I by such an eridless variety of 
indisputable memorials of the dead,-differing not less in 
size than in form and st.ructure,-without being resistlessly 
impressed with the conviction that we are really standing in 
the ceritre of a \'ast Necropolis, or city of the dead-as resist­
lessly impressed with that conviction, as if encompassed by 
the monuments of the largest church-yard in Christendom,­
an1l that these towering pyramidal piles are only thc most 
gigantic of ten thousand clustering mausoleums. Instead, 
therefore, of any longe1· regarding them as monuments of 
"hidden wisdom, mystery and wonder,"-methiuks the only 
real mystery and wo11de1· is, that men of sense should, for ages, 
have insisted on fo1·cing sparkles of some ra1·e wisdom out of 
masses which doggedly refuse to testify to aught sa,·e the 
delusive hopes of superstition-the extravagant pride of the 
tyrant-and the galling submission of the slave. 

But what are these furrows around the great Sphinx?­
\Vhat these hollow perfornted stones at the mouth of the 
mummy pits ?-vVhat these masses of rubbish beneath the 
opening!> of the two great pyramids 1-Ah ! These ought to 
teach us a memorable lesson. They are the surviving witnesse8 
of a zeal the most fe1·vent-a perseverance the most endming; 
-the zeal of Antiquarian rest!arch ;-the perse,·erauce of men, 
who, exiling themselves from their native homes and all the 
comforts and enjoyments of civilizt!d society, spent days and 
moriths and years-not in ascetic indolence, but in the most 
iudefatigaule acth·ity, amid the gloomy solitudt! of c:l.\'es, and 
cataco111i>s, and pyramidal vaults-wherc the oppressiveness of 
the heat and the impurity of a confined atmosphere often 
affected thei1· corporeal system, e\·en to the bursting of veins 
and arteries ! All fo1· what ?-for the disco\·ery of a dark 
pas~age or sepulchrnl vault-a stone coffin or mouldering 
111u111111y ! Aud yet, an applauding world, ·glistening with joy, 
dignities the spirit which animated these adventurers, as that 
of the noblest and most heroic enthusiasm ! Oh I the shol't­
~ighted misjudging partiality of man! Should any of the 
citizens of Zion, fraught with the fe1·vou1· of a divine benern­
lencf', resolve to submit to even a similar amount, of self-
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l!i1u:·rifice, when bent on the God-like l'ntcrprize of attempting 
the 1·ecove1·y of lost souls-enc Ii one of which in rnal precious­
ness would, in the balance of the sanctuary. outweigh all the 
pyramids-yea, and the great globe itself which sustains 
them ;-the spirit by which they are actuated must be stigma• 
tized as that of a "senseless fanaticism !" Vel'ily, there is a day 
coming, when the most heedlrss of a scoffing race shall be 
compelled to acknowledge that the redemption of one lost soul 
would have been an object of importance infinitely transcend• 
ing the revelation of all the mysteries, not of Egypt alone, but 
of the whole physical nnh·erse ! 

Frnm the pyramids of Ghizch, skirting along the margin of 
the dcsrrt, we proceeded in a southerly direction to those of 
Sakharnh-distant about eight 01· nine miles. 1'hese too, aa 
already remarked, are in the very centre of numberless tombs 
and mummy-pits-constituting tht• great cemetery of ancient 
Memphis. One of the pyi-amids is in a state of total dilapi­
dation, being now a shapeless mass of stones and cnunbling 
materials. Another, on one of its sides, presents an aspect 
similar to that exhibited by the slip of a fo1·est on the slope 
of a hill. A thir<l consists of half a dozen diminishing plat­
forms, not unlike the ordinary representation of the tower of 
Babel. Here we saw some of the mummy pits which had 
been opened hy Mr. Wilkinson and others; the painted walls 
of which C'xhibit representations of ancient fig-ures, costumes, 
and instrnments, in colours as. fresh and vivid as if the pencil 
of the artist liad only crosse1l them yesterday. \.Ve also wit• 
nessed numbers of Arabs busily en~aged in excarnting othe1· 
pits, for the !>ake of extricating the mummies, which ha,·e 
now become one of the most prnfitable marketable com­
modities in the land of Egypt. Never pe1·haps, has the 
vanity of the human heart met with a more decisire hum­
bling; or the folly of superstition with a morn signal exposure. 
"\\'hat anxious labour, what profuse expenditure lavished on 
the embalming of the dead body, and 011 the faln·icating of 
condito1·ies fo1· its reception till the expiry of the cycle of 
three thousand years of transmigration-after which it was 
believed that the disembodied spint should 1·eturn to re.possess 
and 1·e-animate its former identical tenement* ! The cycle of 

• This is the ordinary representatiou of the ancient Egyptian doc. 
h-ine. But Servius, in his comment on Virg-il's .lEneid, attempts to 
shew that the Egyptians," skilful in wisdom, keµt their Jead_ embalmed 
110 much the lo11uer, to the e11d that the soul might for a lortg while contm1t11 
and be ob110.xio1t/'t<> the hndy, lest it should quickly pass to 11rtotl1er ;"-,vl,ile, 
on the contrary, the Homans burnt their dead, that" the soul might sud­
denly return into the generality, that i~, into its own nature." Hence, 
in orilrr that" the hody might not, eithe1·_hy put1·efaction be rl'dnced to 
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transmigratio11 has now, in the case of 1i1illio11s of the emhnlmetl 
dead, rnn ihi conn,e. Bnt what human spirits havt• ever yet 
returned? Or, should they now rl'turn, where are the perfectly 
preserved bodies to 1·eceive them ? Omnipotence requires not 
that the human frame shoulcl retain its substantial form in 
order to a n·surrection. That Powt•r, which conltl at first sum• 
mon the dust t.o assume a form of such wondrous symmetry 
and beauty, can agai11 co111numd the same scattered dust to 
mould itself into a form vastly more glorious. l~norant of 
Jehovah'~ power, t.he a11cient Eg-ypti:rns fondly believed that 
the perfect preservatio11 of the material form was essential to 
its ultimate spiritual 1·e-ani111atio11. How cnn·lly have their 
hopes been mocke,l ! Hnn<lreds of the most sacred reposito­
l'ies of their dead have been sold to the highest uidder, for the 
nry purpose of being ransaeked, and wholly rifled of their 
contents! Yea, to co11su111nate the igno111i11y, mummy flesh is 
now C()IIStant.ly sold as a peculim· species of merchandise 
destined for a very peculiar use ! It seems that in the master 
pieces of Titian, the founde1· of the brilliant but sensuom1 
l'lchool of colours in painting, the1·e is one species of b·rown 
tint, which it had baffled all his successors to imitate. Hut the 
notable discovery has now been made, that, hy means of a pol'­
tio11 of mummy flesh, an imitation may be produced ;-which, 
in point of fact, has so far succeeded, that hundreds of paint­
ings nre annually disposed of, as grnuine products of that 
celebrnted artist. How little could it have entered into the 
imaginations of the ancient embalmers of Egypt to conceire, 
that, instead of preserving a tabernacle of clay for its after 
re-prn;sessio11 by the returning soul. they were 011ly expending 
tPil, anxiety, and wealth in preparing materials for a few un­
principled Italian painters of the 19th ceutm·y, to enable them 
successfully to practise a gainful hut nefarious iu1positio11 ! 

In descencli11g from the dreary heights of Sakharah to the 
valley immediately below, we were strm:k with the singu­
la1· appearance of a long strip of marshy ground between the 
base of the Libyan ridge aud the flat plai11 beyo11d. It looked 
as if it had been scooved out an<l hollowed. Its e11 tire aspect 
inesistibly made us stop and cry out, "Surely that must be 

dust, out of which it was taken; 01· hy fire be com·erted into 11shes; they 
invented cU1·ious compositions, besides the intombiug them in stately 
reconditories (such as catacomhs aml pyramids), thereby to preseree 
them from rnttenness, and to malce them eternal." According to this 
1·epresentation, not less than the other, how utterly confounrlt>d has the 
wisdom of Egy11t become !-how utterly blasted its hopes !-by the 1·uth­
less pillage of its sepulchres, 1111d the wide.spread destruction of their 
1lumbering· tenants! 
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the deserted bt>d of a lake or rin•r." lnstanth- it came to 
our rt•memhrance, that between :\Ie111phis ami the Libyan 
range, thert- was once an artifkial lake which communicated 
with the Nile-the celehratecl Achernsia of Diodorus. On 
passing this deep cha1111el, it became palpable to the eye of 
seuse that, when the lake existed, the bodies of the dead from 
Memphis, must have been ferried over-most probably by an 
established ferry-man, ancl at a reg-11lated hire-to be interred 
in the genrral Necropolis, on the heights ahove. Now, a~ 
the Greeks, bv the confession of Herodotus ancl other writers 
of their own, borrowed the main part of their mythology from 
Egypt, and the Romans from the Greeks. how could we resist 
the iuft>rt>nce, that, from the very sct>ne then lwfore our l'yes, 
fll0 igi11,1tPd all the fables of theGreek and R"111an poets relati\·e to 
the dark Stygian lake-to Charon, his ferry-boat and "obolus" 
hire? And the inference seemed conclusive, when the eye, at a 
single glance, now embraced the elevated plains of the pyra­
mids and the mummies iu all thei1· naked and desolate horrors 
a,, if scathed and blastecl by some co11sumi11g the, with the 
heauteous groves and plains, spreading out from their base 
heyond the flood, tpen clad in livinq green. It see me cl to us 
the very reality which primarily gave ri~e to the mytholo_!{ic 
sre11e1·y so powerfully painted in the sixth hook of the E11eicl, 
wl1c11 the p1wt expatiat.l'S 011 the "dark and turhid waters of 
Achcron,'' with its "horror-striki11!{ banks,'' e11co111passi11g­
t.he regiu11 of" doleful shadt>s ;" and the "grel•n vale,'' with its 
" grassy sl\"ard," in which were fo11ml the abodes of the 
blesst>d. But, 0, how nu like that bright realm, of which the 
poetic region of" eternal spring and 11e\·e1·-withering flowers" 
is but the gross material type ! 

l\'ith 110 ordinary emotion did ,ve approach and traverse 
the site of ancient Memphis ;-Memphi~, once intrnduced by 
name in our received version; "Egypt shall gather them 
up, Memphis shall bury them,'' Hosea ix. 6-Memphis, often 
rderrcd to by other prnpllt'ts uncle,· the designation of Noph ; 
"The princes of Koph are deceived, they have also seduced 
]~gypt,'' Isaiah xix. l;j-Memphis, the capital of the Pharnahs 
-the scat of the M ag--i or wise men who were the counsellors 
of kings-the place of .Jo!'eph's unmerited di~grace and subse­
quent glo1·ious exaltation-the school where Moses became 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians-the scene of the 
most stupendous miracles-the witness of the vindication of 
,Tehovah's supremacy <>Ve1· the idols of Egypt and the powers 
and principalities of darkness ! Oh, how changed from the 
<lay whe11 Egypt's proud monarch p1·es11med to defy the 
~n·at " I AM," sayi11g, "I will 11ol let the peaple go!" For 
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sevei-al miles togethe1·, nought is vh1ible now, san: ht•aps uf 
pounded rnbbish, inkrpersed with clumps of (,aim t rl'es ! 

This utter annihilation of a city so interwoven with the tex­
ture of Sacred History, 11at11r,~lly led the mind to 1·t•1·ert with 
admiration to the siu~ular fullil1ue11t of scri11t11n· prophecies­
pl'Ophecies, uttered at a ti1ue whl'n Egypt 011tsho11e all other 
lauds in the pomp and glory of h('1' wisdmu, her princes, he1· 
ciLies. he1· canals, her rirers, and het· idols. 

" \Vhere are thy wise men ?"-asks the prnphet Isaiah­
" \Vhere are they ?" \Vhcre are thy wise 111c11 ? \Vhere are 
they ?-may Echo now mournfully respond fro111 cvt>ry cornet· 
of a land, whence all wisdom bath flt•d, and the \'ery remem­
brance of it hath pErishe<l. The wisdom of its priests and 
people has, to adopt the emphatic language of a modern wri­
ter, given place to " the decrepitude and imbecility of a 
second childhood. No native can now drciphet· a single 
iiHicription in the sacred character; but foreigners from the 
extremity of "' estem Europe must be called in to disi11te1· 
the monuments and to unravel the hieroglyphic record!! of 
the past." 

" I will set fire in Eg-ypt," saith the Spirit of the Lord by the 
Prnphet Ezekiel, " and her cities shall be in the midst of the 
cities that are wasted." All the ancient cities of E~ypt, 
without one exception, are now wasted-so wasted, as to be 
without an inhabitant. Some of them exhibit nought but the 
promiscuous confusion of brnken columns, and shattered 
edifices. The traces of others have become so strangely obli­
terated, that the precise spot where they stood is still a matter 
of debate among antiquarians. Many of them have disap­
pel1red altogethe1· a111id the sands of the dese1't. 

" I will make the l'i1·e1·s (of Egypt) dry," saith the Lord. 
How many h.kes, canals and large brnnches of the Nile itself 
have, in upper Egypt, been literally dried up, and choked \Vith 
sand ! An<l in lowe1· Egypt, of the seven mouths of the Nile, 
five of which were natural and two artificial, is it not memo­
rable that the two latter are the only ones, which remain 
as free outlets of the mighty stream ?-and that the five for­
mer are now so obstl'Uctcd, as to be either wholly dt·ie<l up, or 
convet·ted into stagnant ma1·shes ? 

" I will make the laud of Egypt desolate, in the midst of 
the countries that are desolate." Aud is it not matter of 
historic fact, that many an immense and flourishing distt'ict 
along the whole extent of Egypt has become inetl'ievably de­
solate ?-the once fertile fields being now turned into a burn­
ing desert ? Yea, as the nece1,sary consequence of such deso­
lation, is it not also matte1· of histo1·ic fact, that a territc,1·y 
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which formerly supplied the necessal'ies aud luxul'ies of life to 
upwards uf seven millions, can now very inadequately suppmt 
a third part of that uumbel'? Nor is the progress of desolation 
yet ended. Through the rcpl'essh·e enel'gies of a merciless 
tyra1111y, the work of destrnction is advancing apace-and in 
many places adrnncing rapidly and il'l'etrnceably. 

"I will ali:,o destroy the idols and will cause their images to 
cea~e out of Noph," (Memphis.) Whel'c al'e now the once­
famed idols and images of Egypt ?-Egypt. the vel'y bil'th­
place and cradle of the leading Mythologies and Idolatries 
of antiquity ? They are hid in the burning sands, bul'ied 
beneath the rnbbish of ruins, sti·ewn in mutilated and disho­
noured fragments upon the surface, 01· transpol'te<l to l'eplenish 
t.he rnuseu111s and the galleries of every metropolis in Eurnpe 
with idle curiosities ! 

"1'he pomp of her stl'cngth shall cease," continne!I the 
Prnphet; "the pride of her vowe1· shall come down. I will 
sell the land into the hands of the wicke<l ; it shall be a base 
kingdom, the basest of the kingdoms; and there shall be no 
mol'e a pl'ince of the land of Egypt." How singularly minute 
the \'erification of every part of this most rema1·kable prophe­
cy! \Vhere 110w is the pomp of Egypt's ancient istl'ength 
-the pride of hel' ancient pcnve1· ?-all, all sepnlchred in the 
dust which covers hel' temples and palaces and stupendous 
monuments. The only visible remaining relic of the " pump 
and pl'ide" of royal Memphis, is the huge bust of the co­
lossal statue of Sesostris, erected by himself, with several 
othel's, in front of the temple of Vulcan. It was the practice 
of this proud conquero1· to 1·ear pilla1·s in every subjugated 
pl'ovinre-invariably bearing the daringly pl'esumptuous in­
scription, "Sesostris, King of Kings and Loni of Lol'ds, sub­
dued this country by his anus." Now, as if to verify to the 
very senses of posterity the faithfulness of His "·ord, who 
declares, that He "will stain the pride of all glory," the most 
gigantic representation of the hern himself now lies amid 
the ruins of his own capital-lies shattered and mutilated in 
the most humiliating of all postures-even in a deep trench, 
with its face fast stuck in the mud ! And what mere human 
sagacity could possibly hare foreseen, 01· what stretch of mere 
human hanlihootl could possibly have hazarded the remain­
ing pal'ts of the prediction ?- and that too, at a time when 
Egypt to human eye appeared the greatest an<l most f\ourh,h­
ing, as well as to human estimate the most istable and pe1·­
manent, of all earthly kingdoms ?-Yet, is it not the undisput­
ed and indisputable testimony of all history that, since the 
days of the prophets, Egypt has been ovenun by sul·cessin~ 



1840.] Discussions witlt tl,e Jews. 573 

races of forci~n conqnt•rors and literally sold into the hands 
of wicked oppress01·s ?-that, since the clays of the prnphets, 
there never has 1Jee11, e,·en a111id innumeralJle scenes of anar­
chy and chau!."\"e, a sing-h: native prince of the land of Egypt? 
Nor is this all. The i11~nlts, indi~11ities, crnelties, and mise­
ries to which the wretched inhabitants have almost t111in­
terr11ptedly, thrnughout the long- period of two thousand years, 
passively submitted, almost exceed credibility. So entirely ex­
ti11l't has the spirit of liberty and indcpendence become, that, 
in the present moment, even in the lowest depths of their 
wo,', thcv never dream of the rise and formation of a nath·e 
g-m t•rn111~·11t. No :-so cmshed have their souls become, 
that they seem uttel'iy incapable of entertaining- a sentiment 
which has IJcen cherished by the crouching Greek, the de­
t!:t•neratc Italian, the submissive Hindu, and the fettet·ed 
N eg-ro. At this moment, thosc-, who have most freely mingled 
with them and know their minds best, positively assured us 
that the height of their ambition-the loftiest aspirntion of theit· 
shrivelled souls, is, that God, in his provi<lence, may be pleased 
to permit some other foreign power of a mihler charactet· to 
assume the sceptre ;-prepared to reckon it the gl'eatest privi­
lege, should only a whip of rods be substituted in place of the 
present fiercely brandished scourge of scorpions. Thus truly 
and literally has Egypt grndually become not only " base,'' 
but " the basest of the kingdoms." 

Here, as evet·y where elsr, how can the humble but en­
lightened :,;onl more wisely tet·minate its inquiries into the 
ways of Providence, than in the simple yet sublime language 
of the holy Apostle ?-" 0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are his 
juclgmeuts, and his ways past finding out!" 

A. D. 
(To he concluded in the next.) 

II.-Discussions witlt tlte Jews. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
G~::-.-'ff,EME:-.", 

ff e ha1·e had some discussions with a few of the scattered children of 
Israel at this place, aml I propose to furnish you with an ahst,·act of them; 
not that any succe~s has attendee! these efforts, but with the hope that 
some of the followers of the true Messiah may ha 1·e their attention 
directed to the subject, and be led to hhor in behalf of the Jews resident 
in Calcutta. 

The controversy has lain chiefly between ourselves and David Cohen, 
a man of consii.lerahle powers of mind, an1l extensive acquaintance with 
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the Scriptures; while sever:11 others of his people listened to the al'gu­
ments but without evincing any great interest in them. Only one in1leed 
set>ms to have had his attention moved, hut fo1· tl111 most part he aii:1·eed 
with the conclusions of our imme«liate opponent. 1 wish I could add that 
those conclusions were al way~ fairly drawn, 0l' tl,at thel'e was any desire 
to anive 11l the ll'uth, rather than to defend, hy any means whatever, a 
fallacious sysh'm. The hal'dihood with which assertiou~ were made-the 
impatience shewn where a fair infel'ence was drawn-the quibbling about 
words -tl1e repeated assum11tion of the point in «lehate,-and worse than 
all, the taking up and ahandoning a po~ition, ovl'r and ove1· aitain, ac­
rot'ding to the exigency of the case, without the least shame at the in­
consistency, indicate,! that however the mind w:,s staggered, there was 
no desire for truth and no candour in the heart. 

The enclo~ed paper is that which I took with me to the discussion this 
eve11ing. J need only add that the applicability of evel'y pa,;sage quotl'd 
was denied-that whene,·er it was 11ossible, inelevant questions wel'e 
mooted by our opponent-and that all that ing-1'111,ity could effect to 
evade the points at issue, was tried 1fith a zeal worthy of a better causl'. 
Such a Jew brought to humility and candour hy the trnth, and holding 
fast the faith in Christ, would well he worth all the prayer and lahor 
that could he devoted in the way of human me:111s to bring him to the 
ct'oss.-ln such a case the gl'eatcr the impedime11t, lhe mo1·e should Chris­
tian courage he stin·ed up to overcome them. 

.4.1/ahuhad, 11th August, 1810. 
Yours faithfully, 

X. 
Haggai ii. 3-9. 

!), "The glory of this latter house shall he greater than of the 
former." 

I commenced hy inquiring, what honor was hen' 111eant, and you replied 
"The house the Jews wel'P then building." I 1111•11 ohsencd that the 
pa~sage contai11ed a comparison, and that it ":is rPquisite to ascertain 
what was that ,i;lory of the first hou~e with "hie!, the latter was com­
pat'ed; fo1· which )lUl'flose the following p:is,a/!<'S were re~d-1 Chron. 
xxl"iii. 19; 2 Chron. ii. 5; l Chron. xxii. U; 2 ( hron. ii. 10, 17, 8; 1 
Kings v. 13; l"i. 38; 2 Citron. vii. 1-3; be,i,les other passages; and it 
was admitted that in the second temple God did not give a new plan; 
that the wisest king was not the huil«ler ;-that there was not such a man 
known ;-that tht•l"e were not such multitucles <'lll(llo)·ed; that the ark, 
the oracle, the mercy seat wel'e wanting ; that thel'e was no Shechiuah ; 
no fire from heal'en for pet'petual daily sacrifice ; a1al that prophecy soon 
ceased thel'e. 

The qut>stion was then put" When was ll1e promise fulfilled?" 
You replied as follows. In the 3rd , •. is s~id '' \\'ho among you is left 

that saw this house in hel' first glol'y ;" und as the people wel'e not look­
ing at the fil'st house but on the beginning of tl11• second, you argue that 
the word house reft!rs not to the huillling, but to 1hc place or ,ite of the 
building; as is said in ·the 9th , •. "I will give peace in thi.Yplace," and 
does not say, " in the second house." Ful'thel' to show that that very 
spot was called a house before there was a house lhere, you quote Gen. 
xxviii. 16, 17, where Jacob awalced out of his slee11 :iud said" Sut'ely; the 
Lord is in thia place ;" and then v. 17, " How dreadful is this place;" "this 
is none other but the lwuse of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Hence 
in Haggai the promises l'efer not to the house but to the place. Also it is 
not said this second hvuse, but this lutte1· house; and as the second house was 
never possessed of the promised glory, it could not mean that house, but 
a third house Further, God condemned the second house as " unclean" 
from the ve1·y first; for a11 in v.10-13, things extremely unclean are men-
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tione1l; so in v. 14-, it i~ •aid 11ll the people were equully unclean, 1111d also 
that the work of tht•i1· hauds was unclean. Now as the temple wns the 
wol'k of their hands, the temple was unclean, 1111d tl1erefo1·e the promises 
could not apply to it ;-h,1t 1·efe1· to a third temple yet to h_e bu_ilt. . 

To this 1 nply. Fil'ld, that the ,·ery object of all the promises in Haggai 
was to encourng·t, the people to huihl the second temple, and that the work 
was beirun an,I canied 011 hv the command of Gud, and through the en­
cou1·ag;me11t alfol'lled by his spirit. In the 2nd v. the people thought it 
was nut the time to build the house; but in the 7th and Hth they are told 
to go am! bl'iug· wood an,l build the house; nm! in the Uth v. it is said, 
the Lord stincd up the spirit of the people, so that" they came and did 
work in the lwuse of the Loni of hosts their Gou." In less than a month 
they hail nrncle some pro!,\ress (eh. ii. I). \\'hen they had thus begun, 
, hat they s;,w, 1111d the scanty means they J,:ul to con,plete the temple 
M·nrned i11sig11ificaut; a1ul the ll'Ol'll of Got! was, " Is it not in your eyes in 
<·omparison of it as 11othi111,; ?" v. :{ ; Yet, s1tid God, Be ,tro119 and work, and 
11,en follows the e11cou1·;igerne11t of the pron1ises cont.aine1l in v. 3-9, that 
c;od would make "the glory of this latter house"" greater than that of 
the former." Th,•re was erery need of ~uch encoungPment ; for the work 
had ceased for l '2 or 1 i years ( Ezra iv. 2-1-) ; hut God determined that 
it should he tinished in the time of Zernbhahel, (Z,•ch. iv. 9,) and conti­
nually urges the people to work. So in Ztch. viii. 9, Gud took care that 
the wurk shoultl not again cease, Ez. v. 5; vi. U, autl so much were the 
people encoura~cd, that :,fter the promise they 1·ecei\etl they weut on 
with ,·ery grt.>at rapidity. Fo1· though when they were told to bring tim­
ber, Hag. i. ~. they we1·e quite disheartenP1l ( 1st day of 6th mo. ; i. l.) 
after the pron,ises gi\'en to them in the \:!nu eh. (7tl, mo. 21st day v. 1) it 
is said the work ,1 eHt on fast, and tim1Je1· "·as s0011 laid 011 the walls. 
(Ez. v. 8.) 

Now ii is irrational to suppose that God would give such commands 
and be so urg·cnt to make the peo-ple build an utterly unclean temple ; it 
is also u111·easu11ahle to suppose, that, when he had commanded the people 
to ll'ork an,l encouraged them, he should tell them that the whole build­
ing was defiled and such as he would not ha,·e ; it is also unreasonable 
to suppose that tho:se people had any concern with a third temple which 
was 11ot to be built for more than 2000 years after ; fo1· it would be the 
same as telling them all theil' work would he destroved, and in no wise be 
:m iuducement to them to be st,-ong and UJork, mid riot to fea1·. 

Further, the second temple was not consideretl mol'e undean than the 
first, for it wouhl not he called " The Lor,l's house" i. 2, and the house 
of the Lord of hosts their God, Zech. viii. 9, and the Lord's temple, ii. 
15, I~, and in many other places. These are not proper names fo,· an 
ahomination. ;\loreol't'r Gud said of that very house " I wiU-take plea­
sure in it and I will ue glorifit>d saith the Lord:" i. ,,. 8. God cannot 
take plea,ure in, or h,• glorified hy, what is unclean. Besi1les the people 
kept the ,ie,lication of the house" ith joy, Ezra l'i. 16, which they would 
not ha ,·e done, h;id Go,! spoken of it to rlishonor it. 

But it is sai,1, the people were u11clea11 and also the w01·k of theit· hands. 
This is trut•, for ert>ry man is unclean iu the si~·ht of God, and therefore 
the sacrifices were requirtd to purify them. But this they could not do 
perfectly till the te111ple was finished, which therefo1·e was an e111~ou1·age. 
ment to them to complete it. But when it was complete, they ditl purify 
themselves, for after the house was dedicated, it is said, " For the priests 
and Ledtes were purified together," Ezra vi. 20, &c. so in Neh ix. 33, 

But if it be argued that their having purified thcmseke8 and the work 
of the house of God showed that they were before unclean, I reply that 
this being a consequence of work perforiued by men who al'e siuful crea-
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that declarl'S that tl1e glol'y of the latter Mhall exceed that of the for­
me1·. 

Hut i:-reat stress is laitl upon Gen. XXl'iii. lG to 22. That spot ll'as nut 
the same as was aftenntnls the site of tliP temple of Jerusalem, which 
helongc>d to the lot of ,J u,lah; for J.117,, the city mentioned in the 19 v., and 
in Ch. xxv. 6, fell to the lot of Jose11h: J1ulµ-es i. 22-25, and ,Josh. vii. 2. 

Josh. xvi. 2. There is no wo111ll'1' that ,Jacob spoke of what he had 
seen as a house, fo1· the dsion re111·esented the angels going up and down 
by a stair. and God as seen in heal'en as in the upper story. 

But I ohject in the last place that the "·ord Beth, when applied to lo. 
calit1• anti is not in constr11ction, means simply A uoust:. I demarul tlwt 
a pa~sag·e he shown in which this is not the case. On this /!;l'ound, till 
the ohjection he answt>rrd, I assrrt that the wore! house in Ch. ii. 37, 
an,! fl. of Haggai means the huiltling-ancl ht•nce argue that the promise 
staruls that the formel' should he filled with 1-dory. Further I maintain 
that the words this hnmP. refe1· in every passage of Scl'ipture to a huilcl­
inµ-, the fo11111lation of which has alreatly heen laitl, an<l not to any future 
huil,ling. 

Therefore on the aho\'e grounds severally ancl tal<en in conjunct.ion, it 
is pron•,l that thr µ-lory spoken of. which was to excl'rcl tlw glory of the 
tE>mple as it fin,t stood, 11111st he f .. liilled in the second huil,ling; 01· the 
111·0111ise of (]ocl asserted to he false anti the Scri11t11re a lie. 

I ag::in 1le111:•ncl 1d1en and how the promise was fulfilled. 

III.-A Study concerning the Excellenry of the Lord 
J esu.s Cltrist. 

READER! do not cart'lessly pass by this article. Have 
re~pcct unto the 11ame prefixe<l, the name of JEsus CHRIST, 

• our blessed Redeemer :--and if this imperfect study should 
ha,·e the effect of exciting 01· reviving wi1hin thee one worthy 
tbJ11ght concerning H1111, that thought may do thee good, when 
thy gold and silver have gone to thine heirs, and thy hones 
shall lul\'e mouldered into dust within the (brk and sileut 
tomb. God be with thee! 

The Christian is so called from his attachnwnt to Christ. 
Ile has chosen Him as that object by which he shall be 
distinguished, by whose glory he f:ihall be glorified, aud by 
n·hose lo\·e he shall he com;tt·ai 11cd. E~tee111 is the basis of this 
glorying and love ;-aud that esteem rests, in its turn, on the 
exceeding excellency of Christ above all othe1· objects known 
by the Christian. This knowletlge of the excclleucy of Jesus 
Christ, is the internal light of a Christian's soul: and surely 
it is well to communicate to the world something of this 
blessed light, in as far as it is communicable from man to 
man. The "saint" is not so irrational a bei11g as many 
suppose; he can gi,·e a reason for his hope, and also for his 
fond preference of OsE to all. 
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"'hy then does the Christian pn•fer Cln·ist to all-and the 
lrnowlrdgc therefore of Christ to all othe1· science in the 
world? 

1. The true Image of God is known in Christ Jesus. He 
is called "The Image of the I nvisil.Jlc Goel"-" the brightness 
of His glory and the express image of His person." Yea 
( 'hrist himself says, "He that hath seen me hath S('en the 
Father; how sayest thou then, shew us the Father?" He 
was" God ma11ifrst in the flesh," dwelling- amongst men, a11d 
rc1·eali11g to them Godhead through the 111edi11111 of hu111anity. 
The world has been in pursuit of an imag-e of God ;-but, in 
,·ain. Its wise men have bet-11 groping after s1,me intellectual 
likeness of the Almighty, but th('y hm·c becollle fools in thei1· 
1·ll'ort ;-they have all failed, and have all sinned i11 their 
proud failnre. Yet, the Christian, without an effort, has 
rccei1·ed that which the world could not fmd, nor the ll"hole 
1111il'erse contrive. In his hles!<t>d Loni, he knows his God; 
and therefore he excl<1i111s, "My Lord and my God !" He 
needs not to ransacl< the heights above, or the depths beneath, 
to find out the Almighty ;-he needs uot lengthened trains 
of reasoning, or boundless flights of imagination, in order to 
t'xplore the perfections of the Supreme :-he shuts his do01·; 
he opens his gospel; he apprnaches to Jesus of Nazareth, by 
faith co111111u11i11g with Him as his Lord ;-he sees God aud 
is ~ati,;fiecl. E~pPcially in the cro,s docs he see the glory of 
.lt"hol"ah, and u11<lcrsta11d tile cltaracter of Him with whom 
he has to <lo ;-he admires the sovereignty, wisdom, holiness, 
righteousness, truth, love, 111e1·cy, an<l goodness, displayed in 
the sacrifice of his Lord :-and he is filled with a joyful anJ 
satisfying lrnowledge of God, such as trn11sceuds all human 
expre~sion. Blessed is the man who hath thus " God in 
Christ'' "d\\"t>lliug in his heart by faith," as the supreme 
ol.Jject of his ac411ai11tance a11d fellowship ! 

:!. The Lord Jesus Christ is known to the saints as an 
Almi.r;lity Saviour-and how excellent is such· knowledge! 
The importance of an acquaintanceship often depends 011 the 
circumstances in which we are placed. If we are sick, we 
value the acquaintance of a physician; if in debt, of a rich 
and benevolent man ; if ignorant, of a skilful and learned 
instl"llctor ; if in danger, of a strnng, wise and intrepid frieud, 
who will plunge into fire 01· water and delive1· us. Now om· 
chief character is that of sin ; our chief cla11ge1· that of Hell ; 
our chief want is that of salvation ; and om· chief benefit, that 
of a Sadou1·. Now this last we have in Chl'ist. His very 
11ame is " Jesus," the "Saviour." He is sent by the Father, 
and is anointed by the Holy Ghost ;-thus is He appointed by 
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God. He is Divine, and rep1·esents the 1·ights of Godhead;­
He is human, and upholds the interests of man. He is full 
of grnce to attrnct, of wisdom to direct, and of power to execute. 
Ile was, He i,i, and He shall be for evermOl"e. He has ful­
filled the law ; He has endured the curse; He has vanquished 
death; He has purchased life; He has entered Heaven ; 
and He makes himself known by His Gospel on earth. Be­
lievers take refuge iu Him :-they glory in I-I is atoning blood; 
they rejoice iu His justifying righteousness; they pursue 
afte1· the e11joyme11t of His glory! \Vhen they are sin-sick, 
what so sweet to them as the lrnowledge of the Saviour ! 
\Vhen they fea1· Hell, what so precious as the knowledge of 
their Blessed Rcdee111cr ! 1'hese are feelings and this is ex­
perience, into whic:h the world enters not, ncithe1· can enter;­
the man of mere worldly science comes hither, and looking 
fur a moment at this employment of the saints, turns aside 
with scorn. But here the believer dwells, even u11de1· the 
pm·ilion of present salvation, with a present Saviom·; and 
says, "\Vhat is all other knowledge to me as a sinner ?-what 
can the sun, moon and stars do fo1· me ? what can all men 
do for me ?-what can all angels do fo1· me ?-what can the 
universe do for me as a si11ne1·? Blessed be Thou, Oh Christ 
Jesus my Lord! the knowledge of the universe is as drnss 
compared with the knowledge of Thee!'' 

3. In the person of Christ Jesus om· Lord, we arn intrn­
duce<l to the acquaintance of a most loving Friend. Pure 
love actuated Him, and still actuates Him, as our Almighty 
Saviou1·. This love is evel"lasting, unchanging, infinite, and 
unsolicited ;-it found nothing lovely in us, it gives €'Very 
th;ng that is lovely to us. Although Christ is the Son of 
God, yet He became the son of man, our kinsman ;-bone of 
our uuuc, and flesh of our flesh; and thus He possesses the 
most exquisite human sympathies. He knows weakness and 
sorrow; He knows pain and death; He knows the ange1· 
of God, and the curse of the law, and the penalties of Hell; 
nncl He made himself acquainted with these for our sakes. 
"Greater love hath no man than this that he lay down his 
life for his frieuds"-yet the Son of God hath doue this fo1· 
us. He is great, but we are mean ; He is rich, but we are 
poor ; He is wise, but we are fools; He is good, but we 
are evil; He is blessed, but we are wretched; He is glol"i­
ou!,, but we are vile. Yet is He our dea1· and affectionate 
Friend. He was om· friend in purpose, before the world 
was made ; He is our friend now that we exist, in <leed; 
and He will be our friend in perpetuity, ns long as eternity 
eudures. This friend dwelt amongst us. He died fo1· us. He 
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ro~c a~ain on om behalf, and He li\·es fo1· evermore to bless u~. 
Oh blessed ai·e they who name the Son of God fo1· their 
Fril'nd, the Son of man for their bosom companion ! Oh 
lovely Jesus, what friend is like unto Thee l So meek, gentle, 
humble, merciful, forbearing, constant, intimate, ready, will­
ing-, affe<.:Lionate, and ever-loving as ever-lovely! How bless­
eel arc the men who know thee, and walk with thee, as thei1· 
Fri(•JHl l What solitude is dull, what prirntion is sacl, what 
pain is keen, what potion is hitter, what fire is hot, what 
water is deep, when the Friend of si11ncrs is with us? Science 
is hut a d11111b-waiter in the <lay of trouble, a11d Philosophy is 
hut a funeral mute in the holll' of death ;-but Christ is the 
Friend that stirketh closer than a brother :-the Friend who 
li,·es by Olli' needs. Is it wonderful that Paul accounted all 
parthly acquaintanceships tu be hut dross compared with this? 
"rcll may the Chmch glory and say, "This is my beloved, 
and this is my friend, oh ye daughters of ,Jerusalem.'' 

4. Christians do know and enjoy in Christ Jesus a most 
gracious l1aster. We are dl'pendent and subordinate crea­
tures; we are also made fo1· activity; we need therefore 
to be employed as servants under a :Master. Jesus, as "God 
manifest in the flesh," is the believer's Lord. He has 
supreme authority i11 himself, and He has purchased hi~ 
people to be his own property. They "are not their own"­
tlwy "are bought with a price;" therefore do they "sprve 
their Lord in their bodies and spirits which arc His." But 
they are impPrfcct and sinful servants ; they need therefore 
a gracious Master, who will not e11te1· into judgmeut with 
them, but forgive ancl forbear towards them. Such is Christ. 
His person is lovely, His service blessed, His recompence 
glorious. Paul said of Him, " His lO\·e constraineth me''-and 
John, " His commands are not grievous to be borne." His 
yoke is ease itself, His burden lightness, His work is rest 
indeed. ,vhen the former slaves of self, Satan, and the world, 
enter His service, it is to them as freedom, joyful emancipa­
tion ; they are filled with peace and joy unspeakable. He is 
eve1· near to them; His eye is evc1· upon them-He helps the 
weak-He instrncts the ignorant-He bears with the feeble­
minded-He chastens the froward-humbles the conceited 
-comforts the sorrowful-confirms the holy-moderates the 
joyful-and blesses the meek and patient. His work is 
man's <rood, and God's glory; His rewar<l is man's perfection 
and di;L,e blessedness; He ever lives, is every where present, 
a11d is always the same ;-He is God. He is man; He is 
our Lord and our kinsman-our God and 0111· Saviom· ! 
Oh how glorious is the knowledge of such a Master ?-how 
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blessed the expel'iPncc of a life devoted to His service ! 
\Vho would not follow Him, who would not se1·ve Him, 
who would not die in His cause ?-Happy, happy is the man 
who is all the day t•111ployed in the service of Jesus, and who 
knows 110 work l,ut Ilis ! \Veil, well may he say, "Yea, doubt­
less I count all things but loss for the excellency or the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my )faste1·-He is so good, so 
wise, so great, so humble, so mighty, so tender, so holy, so 
kind, so righteous, so merciful, so stedfast, so considcrnte, 
so gorious, so syn1pathetic, that I cannot but glory in Him 
unto the verv death.'' 

5. A pnfect Example of Cltarocter is presented to us in 
the life of Christ. This elsewhere ii; undiscoverable. For 
Jesus was not only man, perfect 111an, hut He was al-o God 
dwelling in man. He was thus incorruptible and infallible in 
His very constitution :-in the fountain of His character He 
was divine; in its medium or channel of exercise, human. 
In llim was every perfection of G:>dhead, in Him every grace 
of manhood-the source of the law and the end of the law i11 
one dwelt in Him. His thoughts we1·e perfect thoughts-His 
words were perfect words-His acts were perfect acts. His 
character was glorious, and it was also lovely-yea. love w,is 
its glol'y. Thel'e were seen in Him the tenderness of the in­
fant, the softness of the child, the wam1th of the youth, the 
maturity of the man. He was meek and yet bold, humbl~ 
yet majestic, gracious yet righteous, forgiving yet authol'ita­
tive, courteous yet independent, affectionate yet faithful. He 
did good, but forbid its fame-He performed miracles, yet 
sought not thei,· glory-He lived fu1· God and for man, aud 
sacrificed Hilllself on theii· behalf in the end, yet was He 
silent in His deed-He died as a suffe,·i>r, i11 true agony-He 
died as a co11q11eror, in true victol'y-He rose from the grave 
as the same Jesus-He ascended into glory as the same 
Chri~t-and He is now in the highest heavens, the "same, 
yestel'day, to-day, and forever !"-Oh Blessed One! thou only 
perfect, unfallen One that evel' trode this eal'th, how shall we 
speak of Thee as we ought! Be thou om· "pill,u· of cloud" by 
day-our " pill a,· of fire" by night. Dwell, oh dwell in ou1· 
sight ! Be the light of our eyes, an<l the guide of ou1· weary, 
,vandel'ing, stuml.Jling feet ! Blessed and Glorious Examplar ! 
happy is the man that knoweth Thee! well may his soul 
rest from its heavy toils, for he hath found the home of holi. 
ness and peace-well may he sdl all that he hath, for he hath 
found the Pearl of great price! 'fhe1·e is perhaps nothing 
pertainiug to Christ so despised a111011gst us as His example!­
Arise then and study your Lm<l's character-draw neai· to His 
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person, sit at His feet, hang on His wot·ds, dl'ink His spirit, 
do His works, and walk in His steps. 

6. 1'0 know Jesus Christ is to know Heaven begun on 
('arth. 1'he chief glory of Heaven is that of Jesus Christ at 
the right hand of God. The chief fellowship of Heaven is the 
Lamb that sitteth on the midst of the Thl'One. The chief song 
is to Ili111 that ·' loved us and washed us in His blood." The 
character of Christ is the charncter of Heaven. The mind of 
Christ is the mind of Heaven. The people of Christ are the 
people of Heaven. Union to Christ is the key of Hea\·eu. 
The Love of Clu·ist is the powe1· of Heaven. Obedience to 
Christ is the test of entrance to Heaven. The knowledge of 
Christ is the very pass-po1·t to Heaven. For Christ will say 
to the rejected ones, "Depart from me-I never kuew you­
ye had no fellowship with me-I knew you not as my ac­
quaintances or my friends !''-How blessed are they who 
already know the place to which they go, and where they are 
to dwell forever !-who have a daily foretaste of bliss and glory 
in the company of their beloved friend and Lonl !-who can 
say of life that it is Christ, of death that it is gain-who 
regard departure from this life as presence with Jesus­
and who look forward to eternity, as br.ing with the Lord 
Christ fore\·ennore ! Yet such is the blessedness of that man 
who couuts all things but loss fo1· the excellency of the kuow­
ledge of Christ Jesus His Lord; to him earth is Jesus known 
by faith, and heaven is Jesus known by sight. How slight 
the transition, how glorious the change ! 

7. But we mmt uow hriefly sum up. We are still the 
creatures of time and space; an<l we must sum up the theme 
of eternitv in one short hour. Christ is " Alt and in all" to 
His peo1;le, until they reach Heavenly Glory. \-Vhateve1· 
they need as siuners to save them ; whatever they neecl as 
believers to confirm them ; whateve1· they need as children 
to mature, or as men to perfect them, is contained in Christ 
Jesus. He is their Pl'Ophet, Priest and King-their "wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption." He is thei1· 
Father, Bl'Other, Husband, and Kinsman, Redeemer. They 
live in Him, they <lie in Him, they sleep in Him, they 
ri!>e in Him. He is.their Advocate and lntercesso1·, and Re­
preseutative. \\'hen they fom1 new ties on earth He blesses 
them ;-when these ties are sundered He supplies them. 
Thus is He the Husband of the widow, and the Guardian of the 
orphan, and the inheritance of him that hath no possession on 
the earth. He is the head of the body, the life of the soul, the 
delight of the whole man. But the1·e is one engl'Ossing rela­
tionship and a final one in which Christ stands to His people 
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not salvation ? \Vhat benefit will ye derh·e at last 
,·our frie111lships, if ye e11j oy not the friendship of a 

Sano11, . \Viii the sun enlighten you in the way to Heaven, 
01· the 1110011 disclose to you the mad to Hell ? Will the stal's 
1·cn!al tll your eyes the contents of etemity ;-or can the light­
uin~~ make known to you a judgment to come? \Vill science 
justify yon ? Can business s?nctify you? Has the worl<l di~<l 
for you i-Ye must leave this world as nake<l as ye entered 1t. 
·what then will avail all that ye must leave behind you, or all 
that which worms shall eat ?-Be wise my fellow men-be 
wise; sell all that ye have, rise up, and follow Christ. Be­
hold Him that will lead you out from the curse, from sin, 
from <lcath, from all evil. Behold him that will even now 
receive you, as a Savim11·-receive you as you now are, a11tl 
make you to be what now you are not ! Behol1\ him who 
waits to r€'ceive your guilt, and to give his own righteousness 
-who will give himself to you, whilst you give yourself to 
Him. Are you a persecutor? Come-for so was Paul. Arc 
you injurious? Come-so was Paul. Al'e you a blasphemer ? 
Come-so was Paul. \Vhatever you be, come! lea\·e all that 
heap of rnin <lross, and come, and you will know the Christ, 
the Son of the liviug God. He will intrnduce you to the 
Father, and He will send to you the Holy Spirit. Happy 
then shalt thou be, 0 sinner !-Haste thee, ha,tc thec-)o!,ie 
uot even a day, or an honr of such bliss : haste thee-and the 
Lord be with thee ! 

J.M. D. 

IV.-Sacred Literature of the l/i1tdus. 

No. 2. 
!\h· DEAR FRIEND, 

111 this letter I purpose to make some quotations from the Hindu 
sacred books, showing thei1· erroneous ideas in rt>gard to the means of 
obtaining salvation. The professed end of all sacred hooks is to point 
out some way whe1·el,y the inquirer may lintl deliverance from sin, ar11l 
acceptance with the Ueity, whose perfections are ,lelineatetl. Ou1· sacred 
book points out but one salvation, and 011e way to it, eHn Christ; but 
the Hindu shastras point out two kinds of salvation, antl many· ways, 
thou~h all widely differ from the word of God. 

The first kind of salvation mentioned iu the Hindu shastras, consi•ts 
in sensual enjoyment, a hirth i11 a king, brahniau, 01· god's body, tog·ether 
with the pleasure of eati11g, drinking, a11d indulging all the passions. 

The second, is that uf absorption in lo the deity, and thus being forever 
free from connexion with matter. 

I shall first refer to some of the chief ways in which the salvation con­
si,ting in sensual e11joy111ent is to be obtaiuecl. 
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1. It i.i often asserted that hy merely having the sacred hoolcs, sal­
vation nrnv he found. Thug (5 Uk. !I Ch11p. 102) "Whoever hears these 
words of i-1 u l'l'i will pass over the sea of this wo..Id." The snhstance of 
the savinl{ story to which the poet 1·efers, is that Bharat Raja rescue,! a 
young det•1·, g-ave his whole attention to cherishing- _it, at length lost it, 
die,1 of ~Tiet', and went into the body of a dee1· l11mself. It assuredly 
needs profound philosophy to show how s;1lv11tion could result from such 
11 story as this. Again ( 5 Uk. 16, 95) '' 1-1 ea ring the wo1·ds of the !Hh book 
men ,1 ill cross the world." The wol'(ls referred to, a1·e a long senseless 
disse1·tatio11 upon gen~raphy. (6 Uook 26, 391-2) "They who lu,ar this 
sto1·1·, 01· repeat it with their mouths, shall be free from disease, evil hands, 
and ·shall find knowledja\·e to comfort the mind." The story referred to, 
is a spN:ulative harnn1nie al,out the human system. The 11 th book 
begins thus: " Hy these holy words of the Bhagabat, the misery of the 
world is to be destroyed." ( 11 book I, 367,)" Such is the greatness of 
Krishna, that by hearing of his ~-Jory aml perfections, men will cross 
this awful ,n1rltl." ( 11th hook I, 37-9.) "Those who hear this book, 
thouµ-h they may be enemies to brnhmans and gurus, and very much fal­
len, the mo111e11t these words enter their ears all their misfortunes will he 
,lesll·oyed.'' Thus hund1·eds of quotations might he multiplied, where it 
is declared that by merely hearing certain shastrn sto1·ies, deli vernuce 
from all sorrows incidents to this birth is found. 

~- Anothl'I' way of obtaining salvation according to the slui,tras, is 
hy worshipping- the brnhmans. Nothing- can be more ingenious than the 
menns tl,ese priests have talcen to rende1· their very names adorable. 
The duty of sel'l'ing them is not enfo1·ced hy precepts, which would seem 
to imply that its propriety had been disputed, but casually alluded to, as 
a well known and established duty. Every Hindu conside1·s it as !'elf­
evident as that a man oug·ht not to kill. Every important pe1·s01rnge 
who figures in the Bhagabat is made to lavish great sums upon the b1·ah­
mans. Every man who wishes to pel'fo1·m some g1·eat work first calls 
these holy mm, and bE'stows gifts upon them. Every man whose virtues 
are exalted is praised most of all for adol'ing the brahmans. If a person 
is unfortunate, his misfortunes ue att1·ihuted to some neglect of the 
hrahmans. Urahmans must be called to maniages, births, weanings and 
deaths, when they are feasted and paid. To refer to some passages we 
m.iv notice the circumstances that attended Krishna's bi1·th. He was 
horn of the wife of Basudeh in the prison, by whom he was brought I,y 
night a11d placed in the house of Nanda, who become his foster-father, 
s11pposi11g· him to be his own son. It 1s said (hook 10, 14)" n crowd of 
hralimans assembled, having heard of the child's birth. Nanda beholding 
tl,en1 worshipped their feet, and presented them garnwnts. The brah­
ma11s joyfully ,mug the baids and fulfilled the customs of the eaRt, hy wo1·­
~hipping the gods of the fatht'rs. Nitnda in return gave 01·name11ts and 
two lakhs of co"~-" The story concludes with a11 account of much 
music and dancing, and the lirahmans blessing Nanda hefo1·e theit· 
departure. When Krishna was wE'ant'd (10th boolc 7, 15) "Certain 
hrahma11s came ~nd blessed l,oth mother :rnd child, Nanda being- pleasecl 
gave gifts of cows ancl garments." \Vhen Krishna awoke he was in 
such a rag-e for the hreast that he brnke a large post hy a kick of his 
foot ; the brahmans were again called to consult the stars in 1·el.ition to 
the accident, and they •leparted after nceh·ing a11other fee. At marri­
ages the services ofbrnhmans are i111lisprnsahle (book 10, 58, 25.) A raja 
makes a wedding for his daug·hter. The hrahmans, as was custom at 
seaso11s of rejoicing, are feasted by the nija, fo1· which they worship the 
gods of the fathers and speak peace." If a man dies, the brahmans must 
be called, feasted and paid befo1·e the friends of the deceased can receive 
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nhsolution. Not being able to bear this expense many are put out of 
caste forever. 

There is a prnphesy in the Ilhagahat that brahman1 will in time lose 
their influence over the sudras, and that time is l'epresented as 1,eing 
tl1e ,·e1·y co11summation of the evil a1fe. ( l~ Bk. 2, 36.)" Sud1·as shall 
hecome llramhacharls, Vaishnabs, and Sanyasis. Being pl'oud of a little 
knowledge, they shall 1·evile the way of the baids. The brahman shall 
become the disciple of the sudra nnd speak to them the instruction of 
inc,mtations. They will be called excellent gurus and be raised to 
eminence. B1·ahmans being ignorant will ,alute them. Such will be the 
featme of this evil age, men will become so wicked." \\'hat could be 
better calculated to make men look with horror to that unfortunate time, 
than such a Jlrophesy as this? Nume1·ous othe1· passages might h;, quoted, 
showing how ingeniously hrahmans have contrived the phraseology of the 
sluistrns, so as to 1·ender their very names sacred. 

3. It is well known that worshipping the gods is another menns the 
shastras mention, by which men may obtain salvation. Their sacred 
hooks say there are 33,000,000 ( 10 Bk. 3, 113.) " The thirty-three mil­
lions of irods who are under Bram ha, Shi ha, and I nch·a, all assembled in the 
cit\· of Matl1urn, and each one saluted the feet of Daibnki, the mother 
of l\.rishna." Thus they all acknowledged their inferiority to Krishna, 
and hence it appears to be more important to worship K1·ishna than 
them. Almost every chapter closes by declaring that by worshipping 
this god alone, salvation is to be found. But notwithstanding Krishna 
is so highly exalted, any man is at liberty to worship his favorite god, 
with the certain promise that he shall find salvation by so doing. This 
doctrine is foundl'd upon the belief that God animates all things, and 
hence let us worship what we will, we worship him. ( 11 Bk. 3, 8) " Narn­
yan sits as the eternal cause in all bodies." ( 10 Bk. 25, 61) "My gods are 
the wilderness and the mountnins, the water and the air that I enjoy." 

lly the following passag~ 1ve see how important it is for one to sen-e 
the j!Od of his own fancy. (10 Bk. 25, 31.) "The man who is covetous 
worships not his fa\'Orite god, has to the least pleasure and enters into 
misfortune." 

4. Bathing is mentioned as another method of finding salvation. 
,vhen hrnhmans bathe, they repeat the names of the following rivers and 
tanl<s with a whh that they may bathe in them, Ganga, Ganga Na1·ayan, 
J\Jodadhi, llohenachi, Bata Rrishna (and some others.) 

These appenr to be most renowned in the shastras as sacred places of 
pilgrimage. After refening to severnl of these sacred waters, it is said, 
(5 Bk. ~O, I 9:) " He who p1·actises bathing daily will fin1l salvation from 
endless sins." "\'Vhoever bathes in these waters whether men or beasts 
))Ut all sin at a distance and will be filled with pleasure." 

5. Another celehrated way mentioned in the sbastrns, is by pe1·form­
ing austerities, called tapusya. By using this means, it is believed, a pe1·­
son may be born in the l,ody of a brahman or a god, that he may enter 
one of the heavens and remain years, centuries 01· ages, just according to 
his amount of merit, which when exhausted he may again fall. Bramha, 
Vishnu, Shiba, Jndra, and in fact all the gods are believed to ha,•e ob. 
tained their inheritance in this way. The nature of the services t.o he per­
formed by Vaishnahs varies according to their peculiar sect; but the grand 
object of all is to destroy the hodily passions and appetites through a 
rigid course of discipline. Among the numerous devotees Dhl'Uba is one 
of the most noted. His history begins with an invocation to Ganesh 
(6 Bk. 8). "1 salute the water-lily feet of the son of Ambilrn, whose 
name among all the gods is the opposing king. Thy moon-like beautiful 
aspect, thy diadem-hair, falling about thy breasts, fascinating to the 
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mind. Thou qu.,ffest amhro~ial wnters, 0 thou l,olcler of tlie nooAe and 
the iron hook! By virtue of whose sil(ht the ties of lhis worhl are l,rnken, 
for pure wcmls proceed from thy lips. Ue prnpitious to my mi11cl, 0 
Lambadarn ! and I will declare the worcls of lhe Bhagahat., that savei, 
from this wol'lcl. Among the Rervices of devotees, that which is most ex­
celleut I ll'ill relate even the history of Dhrnha. 

The ~uhst1111ce of this history is as follo"s. In ancient times there wns 
11 great king "·hose name was Dakyaprajapati. He marrietl two wives 
Surucl,i nml Sunati, of whom the first ll'aS his favorite. In process 
of time each of his wives hore a ~011. The name of Sunati's sou was 
Dhrnba the he1·0 of this history. \\' hen the two boys were about seven 
years old the king w11s oue day, according to his custom, holding both upon 
his kuees. Surucbi seeing this, ancl knowing herself to be the favorite 
queen, was emboldened to address Dhrnlrn in the most reproachful lan­
g·uage. She told him he had no right to sit upon his father's knee with 
hill' son, as it was clear from his having heen born of the less beloved wile 
that he had suffered no austerities in a fo1"me1· bil'th. This was more than 
the proud spirit of Drhulm could bear, and with eyes filled with tears, he 
goes and unbosoms his feelings to his mother, who though she sympathizes 
with him still affirmed that what Suruchi had said must he tl"ue, and 
111hised him to repair to the forest immediately. Dhrnba, although at so 
temler an age l'esolves to go and secui·e such an amount of merit as would 
raise him above all his enemies. When his mother saw his absolute 
determination, her maternal sympathies hegan to triumph over 1·eason. 
llut in spite of all hel' dissuasions her son was steMast in his purpose, 
nnd immlldiately repaired to the dense wilderness and commenced an 
nscetic life. So great was his t-11pusya that it soon made heaven and 
em·th to quake! The gods, fea1·iug that he would obtain such favour of 
Vishnu as to l'Ob them of their respective dominions, repair to the coul't of 
I ndrn for counsel. ludrn afte1· listening to their complaint, replied that if 
they woultl bre,,k his tapusya, they must resort to such means as was cal­
culated to affect children, either fear or sympathy. Accordin~ly they first 
filled the wildemes;; with the hissing of serpents and yells of wild beasts, 
awful thunders and vivid lightnings; but all thi~ did not move the 
intrepid spirit of Dhruba. This plan failing, they resort to another more 
likely to succeed. A demon takes the form of his own mother, comes to 
him with hair all in confusion, clothes rent, and countenance grief-wom. 
In this plight she clasps him to his bosom, telling how much abuse she 
hml suffered from Surnchi ;;ince his departure ; that she had wandel'ed 
0\'er hills and dales, among brambles, serpents and beasts of prey, and 
now that she had found him he must go home with her, for he had already 
suffered too much for so small a child. But Dhruba, suspecting all this 
to be some trick of the gods, paid no attention to he1· entl'eatics. As 
lndl'a would give no further counsel, the go•ls now go to the court of 
llrnmha, who aftel' hearing an account of their fears told them not to be 
concerned, for the child would never intel'fel'e with theil' dominions, fo1· 
he had already obtained sufficient merit to rnise him far above them all. 
Soon aftel' Vishnu appeared and took him to the I Hh hea1•en ! and as the 
stol'y closes, "Thus he who was not permitted to sit upon his father•~ 
knee wns admitted to a seat in the 14th world." 

Numerous stories of this kind al'e !'elated in the Bhagabat, and are 
taught to childl'en at a very early age. You cannot be at a loss to per­
ceive what a baleful influence they must h,n·e upon the youthful mind. 
In the lil'st place they serve to fan the worst passioA of the human heal't, 
envy. Out of envy a man goes to pel'fol'll\ austerities, and out of euvy 
all the gods engage to distu1·b him. Again when we warn them to for­
sake their evil ways and tum to the Lon!, we can see in theil' very coun-
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tenances such l:mguage as this: " Thi~ is the temptation of some incar­
nate demon, to ul'eak my constancy, like the temptations to which Dhruha 
ll"as expusl'd." A short time siuce a man said to me aftel' listening to the, 
J!Ospel, "Ah! this is the way of the 1vo1·ld"s temptations. The Moguls 
first l'ame tn this country and after eating up the merit they hatl secured 
in a fo1"111er bi1·th, were succeeded 1,y the l\laln-:,ttas, and theii· stol'e of 
merit hecoming exhausted they were succeeded by the Musalmans, and 
when they had tlel'oured all their me1·it, you En~lish came in to take 
your tum; you will soon go the w:1y of the wo!'ld, and why should we 
reuounce 0111· faith for the creatures of a day." \Vhat a death-hlow this 
sentiment strikes at the very 1·oot of all intellectual or spil'itual im­
provement. 

6. Nut only those who perform tapusya find this kind of salvation, but 
those persons who even see them. Dhruba obtained a seat fur his 
mother with himself, (6 Bk. 8, 10,) "With his mothe1· he sat down in 
the northern sky, and even by beholding him the pain of th1·ee ages will 
he destroyed." (11 Bk. 2, 90.) " \Vhoeve1· sees a devotee, will Cl'Oss 
over the waves of this world.'' 

These are the chief means fu1· obtaining that salvation which consists 
in seusual enjoymeut, and is the 1·esult of ceremonies. There are several 
other ways mentioned, but I think all are included under these heads, as 
marking the face, repeating the names of the g_uds, and pilgrimages, are 
included in bathing and in sel'ving the gods. 

0 how different is such sensual iudulgence from that salvation that 
consists in deliverance from sin, communion with God and eternal life; 
and how differnnt are such vain ce1·emonies from serving God in spirit 
and in truth! I hope in my next to give some account of the means to 
be used to secm·e that kind of salvation which is said to consist in absorp­
tion into the Deity. 

E. N. 

V.-Geography of India. 

Holding as we do that all tmth is wmthy of being known, and 
that all sound knowledge is valuable, and that every advance 
that is made in science has in one ,vay 01· other a bearing 
upon the state of mankind in their relation to God, we do not 
cousi<ler ourselves to be going a single step out of our owu 
territories when we notice auy attempt that is made, eithe1· 
for the general improvement of the human mind, or for the 
promotion of th~ interests of any pa_rticular department of 
science. But wlnle we hold that all science and all truth has a 
bea1·iug more or less remote on the future and eternal destinies 
of m,111, in subserviency to that grand tmth which is the fouu­
<lation stone on which the ctemal destinies of all must be rear­
ed, there arc some departments of knowledge which have a 
peculiarly dii·ect beari11~ upon that _gr_aud ~uterpri_se fo1·. tile 
accomplishment of winch the Chnst1an Church 1s retamed 
11po11 the earth; and among those none holds a more promi-
11c11t place tha11 the science of Geogrnphy. The liclu which 
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the Clll'istian Church is commii.sioned to occupy, and to sow 
with the incormptihle seed of the word, is the WoRLD; and 
comparin~ great thing-s with small, a correct knowledge of 
the wodd is just as necessary to the Church, as is a col'rect ac­
quaintance with his various fields, with their several soils, 
exposures and l'apabilitil's, to the ngriculturist. Although this 
statement on the thst blush of it will we bclieYe command 
g-('11rrnl assent, yet its importance is so great that we shall 
take the liberty to dwell a little furthc1· upon it. 

I II all works that arc to L,e achieved by human agency of a 
mechanical or an intellectnal kind, there is one principle 
whose application is requisite in order to attain the full and 
propc1· productiveness of that agency ;-that priuciple is "the 
division of labom·.'' The essence of this principle consists in 
thi!,., that no man shall be employed to perfonn any work 
which may be performed by one of inferior skill or ability. 
Now from the nature of the missionary wmk it cleady appears 
that there is no department of human labour to which this 
principle is more strictly applicable, 01· to which there is 
more necessity for applying it. Every man whose heart is 
touched with the love of God, who has tasted and felt in any 
degree the preciousness of Ch1·ist the Saviour, is fit for some 
department or other of the Missionary work, hut he is not 
necessarily fit for all the branches of it. Just as the stoues 
and the beams of the temple were he,vn and square<l on the 
mountains, and prepa1·ed and fitted each one for its own place 
in the sacred edifice ; aud as each one was fitted for occupying 
its own place in the building and no other, so in the Chl'istian 
temple the lively stones are all fitted for their several posi­
tions ; if removed from these positions they will not occupy 
any others so elliciently 01· so well. To take some examples. 
'What would Luther, the brightest luminary that has lleen 
raised allove the horizon since the days of the apostles, wbat 
would he hiwe been had he been placed in other circumstances 
than those in which by the good Providence of God he was 
placed. \Vhat would Bishop B11tle1· have been as the pastor 
of an illiterate and unsophisticated congregation? 01· in our 
O\\'n day, aud to take an example more closely in point, what 
would the lamented John \Villiams have been had he been 
plauted among the snhtle bral1111ans of India, or what Hemy 
:!\Iartyn among the sai·ages of New Zealand ? The simple com­
mon se11st! of the 011e would ha,·e been overwhelmed in the 
whirlpool of sophii:itry, the exquisite sensitiveuess and subli­
mated taste of the other, whil'h so ~rierously racked his frame 
amidst a refiued people, would have paralyzed all his energies 
amidst a barbarous race. These are examples by which God 
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evidently shews that he does design his servants for particular 
stations, and assigns particular stations to particula1· classes of 
men. Now in orde1· to follow the leadings of providence, and 
be free of the chal'ge of working in opposition to the designs 
of Gocl,-the Church is bound to possess herself of all the 
knowledge she possibly can attain, regarding the different 
qnarte!'s of that field which her Divine Master has committed 
to her to be cultivated. She ought to possess such a know­
ledge of her whole territories, (f01· the world is all her own, 
as she is Christ's and Christ is God's) as to be in no danger 
of ever leaving any open door unentered, 01· sending a man to 
that portion of the vineyard for which he is not best fitted. 
Hence follows at once the importance of the science of Geo­
graphy in its direct bearing upon the Missionary enterpl'ise. 
Indirectly too, through the medium of its influence on trade 
and commerce, it must exercise a powerful bearing on the 
missionary ,vork*. 

And while the importancf' of Geography is so great, we 
beline there is not to be found in any language any work 
from which the church can gather more than most remote 
inferences for he1· guidance in the allocation of her various 
Jaborers. Take even India, which is like a world in itself, in­
habited by different races of people, of all varieties of inteller-

• We hnve been ra,·ored by the projector or the work with the follow­
ing interesting and eloquently written extract of a letter, dated 26th 
Februan•, IBW, to the Rev. D. A. " I was much struck with a trnin of 
ihought' strictly in accordance with the views I have brought b!'fore the 
Christian Public at home, and which I think have been sadly overlooked or 
under-estimated. Jn the instructions of the Prudential Committee of .Mia-
11ions in America to the brethren proceeding to Asia Minor I find the 
following admirable observations: ' The Imperial warrior who lately 
convulsed the civilizt><l world with his ambitious schemes, always made 
himRelf thornughly acquainted with the nations he designed to conquer; 
their geography, numbers, government, character and history he studied 
11s means to his favorit~ end, with the charactel'istic anlor of his great but 
pe1·verted mintl. Facts were the lights by 1,hich he marched his armies 
through Eu1·ope, and none were unsought, or deemed unimportant, which 
might affect the issue of a campaign or a battle. And in this minuteness 
and accuracy of information, combined with a capacity to adapt the means 
at command to the end in view, lies the secret of practical wisdom. 

" • Remember that you also are soldiers eugaged in a warfare, and in a 
war of conquest. And though the contest be spiritual, of mind with mind 
a11d heart with heart, and your weapons spiritual and rendert>d powerful 
by divine aid, yet i11 there the same demand for inquiry and i11fo1·mation, 
the e11me scope and necessity for discretion and forethought, as there were in 
the military enterp1·ises of Napoleon. Indeed to a very great extent your 
inquirit>s will relate to precisely tbe same classes of objects ; though you 
will suney them from other points of view, associate them by different re­
lations, and estimnte them by anothe1· species of 11rithmetic nnd measurP-
ment.'" J. 
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tual capabilities, possessing different systems of religion, dif­
fering in fact from one another in every thing in which human 
beings all sinful can diffe1· from each other. 

We therefore hail the announcement of a hu·ge and comp1·e­
hensh•e work on the Geogrnphy of India, which shall contain, 
in a methodical manner, all that is known or that can be known 
regarding the whole of British India and the neighbouring 
tenito1·ies; and we rejoice to be the first to lay the prnspectus 
of such a ,vork before the Clll'istian people. We know that 
the ,vork will be conducted not only with the highest scientific 
abilitv, but also with the soundest Christian wisdom; and 
therefore while we leave to othe1·s to speak of its impo1·tance 
in a political and commercial l'iew, we earnestly wish it all 
success on account of the influence which we think it calcu­
lated to exert on th~ enterp1·ise in which we are embarked. 
'\\Te subjoin the Prnspectus which has been put into our hands, 
and have no doubt that the undt>rtaking will commend itself 
to the fa\'Our of ou1· 1·eaders.-Eo. 

PROSPECTUS. 
lt were much to be desired, among other indications of general im­

provement and intercourse, that the progress of a familiar and exact 
acquaintance with the Geography and statistics of every country 
throughout the earth, kept pace with the exhibition of that enterprise 
which seeks to reclaim it from darkness and barbarism: or make it 
available to the friendly commercial internationality, which must 
reciprocally affect its well-beiug-, and our own. Such, as an exempli­
fication, are the new and extended relations of British India with the 
contiguous countries of Central Asia, the bordering nations of the 
Malayan Peninsula, and China, and the innumerable islands of the 
easiern archipelago; with which no doubt a far more productive trade 
would be carried on, to say nothing of the spread of civilization and 
religious truth, were the public in possession of more full and correct 
information of what is available for the British market, or suited to 
the wants of these countries, as an article of export or manufacture 
from our own. Such information is justly appreciable as subserving 
the noblest object of Philanthropy,-the communication of the blessed 
Gospel to all nations. 

War and conimercial adventure, have indeed originated a great 
variety of researches, which contribute to the illustration of one of the 
fairest and 1·ichest portions of the globe ; yet who, that desires a mere 
summary acquaintance with the present condition and resources, the 
precise loc,ility often, of these countries, can be satisfied with the 
imperfect knowledge which at a very remote date furnished matter for 
the best and only works now in existence. The more ample and recent 
details, however, being interspersed through a multitude of works and 
documents, some comparatively costly and rare, others little known or 
accessible to a very limited number of readers, are so mixed up like­
wise with much that is of an extraneous character, or of purely local in-
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terest, as to repress the most anxious curiosity. And if such be the case 
with portions of each country, how is the difficulty enhanced, in obtain­
ing- more comprehensive views of Geography ? It is, in fact, no very 
easy matter, with the best information before us, to arrive at any 
decided estimate either of the state and relative limits of our most 
settled possessions, or of those which have been recently superadded, 
or brought within the commanding influence of our political power. 
Such knowledge, no doubt, exists to a large amount, and is to be found 
with the several employes of Government; but they are usually too 
much occupied to make any further inquiries than may be necessary 
to present exigencies; and if presented by them to the higher authorities, 
it is simply in connection with their immediate duties. Nay, all who 
have occasion to make imch researches, are necessitated or prevailed 
on so to blend them with particulars of tran~ient importance, that the 
most indefatigable patience would be severely taxed to draw such 
inferences as the present state of koowledge might very reasonably be 
expected to furnish. 

Without adverting, otherwise than in a cursory way, to the defici­
encies of Hamilton's Gazetteer, and his larger Geographical and 
statistical account of India, ( one identical work by the way, though 
published under different titles,) it must be allowed, that the accumu­
lation of materials since the date of its first appearance in 1815, for 
an enlarged and improved description of our Eastern possessions, 
would abundantly justify the attempt to get up something more in 
accordance with the philosophical, yet popular works brought out oo 
the continent at a long subsequent date : gleaned chiefly from the 
writings of British officers, by industrious and learned foreigners. 

It is indeed a reproach to our country, that we invariably leave 
others to analyse and compound the fragmentary results of science 
and discovery, which our own curiosity and observation have arrived at: 
and receive at a distant date, perhaps, from foreigners, that which we 
might well have been proud of communicating to them, in all its racy 
originality: while, at the same time, by determining the tide of fur­
ther inquiry into such channels, the British public would have had 
the earliest intelligence of every fact essential to its best interests. 
The works of Balbi, Malte Brun, Ritter, and Berghaui;:, would have 
made but a poor show without the help of British materials, though it is 
delightful to see masterminds like these, of so much ability and aptitude 
to discuss their value, instituting investigations from these documents, 
into questions of the most important and instructive nature. What 
accessions have they not.brought to Physical Geography, to the syste­
matizing of facts, bearing on subjects of universal concern? They 
have called attention to our neglect, and invited us to methods of a 
more pleasing description than have hitherto been followed by British 
Geographers. They have taught us that this department of knowledge 
is not a mere dry epitome of facts absolutely denuded of narrative or 
reflection; and which as the mere annals in respect of history, indi­
cate certain landmarks in space, as those in time; but apart from 
irrelevant and speculative discussions, may present in the spirit of that 
,;triking natural landscape from whence it is drawn up, some resem• 
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Independently of the question at issue, viz. "the place the 
Engli;;h language," &c. thel'e are two 01· thl'ee exceptions which 
I beg leave to take to the article by T. S. 1'o T. S. himself I 
take no exceptions : let this be borne in mind, for I esteem 
him highly as a missionary bl'othe1·; but I do object :-

) . To a young bl'other who has scarcely smelt the air of 
India being deputed to wl'ite on a subject where the long-tl'ied 
experience of othel'S is available, and necessa1·y in 01·der to sa­
tisfy the minds of those most deeply interested on this point. 

2. I object to the state of things in Calcutta being as­
sumed as a datum on which to build an argument fo1· India 
generally. If your opinion on this point he limited to Calcut­
ta, I do not object to it ; but thel'e is so little resemblance be­
tween missionary labuu1· in Calcutta and that in the country 
generally, that he who would argue from one to the other 
would deceive himself, and all who are influenced by his opi­
nions. 

3. I protest against the use of such epithets from the pen 
of a missionary brother in reference to the language of India 
as the" heartless drudgery of acquiring a barbarnus language," 
and " a tedious course of hard and uninte1·esting lahour,'' &c. 
I have neve1· heal'd such language from those who really un­
derstand the languages of India, though it is common to hear 
it from those who lrnow little or nothing about them. I have 
been labouring d.tily about 15 years in a lang-iwge less cultirnt­
ed than the Bengali, and I deny fearlessly that eithe1· that or the 
Bengali cau he called a barbarous language. There is no idea 
that man can form which may not be expl'essed with the ut­
most precision by these l,wgnages ; the greatest difficulty of 
the trnnslator is not paucity of terms, but the selection of 
them. Let these languages be culti,,ated, and that ability to 
understand them be extended to the many which is now mo­
nopolized by tlie few, and there will be no complaint of the 
paucity or barbarity of the language. 

4. 'l'hel'e is another remark I think called for by the tone 
and manner in which refe1·e11ce is made to English; teachers of 
Eng-lish being able to set about the work at once, &c. No,v 
without " sneering" at this advantage, I wish to qualify it. 
Where men cannot 01· will not devote the time and study ne­
cessary to acquire the native language, it is well to have them 
set to work in teaching English rather than not work at all ; 
but I would say to every man who wishes in the full sense of 
the term to be a missionary to the heathen-beware how you 
allow you1·self to be seduced into teaching in English. I have 
had an apportunity of observing the course of many mission­
aries, but I can scarcely think of one who began with teaching 
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English that did not end there. I demur not to om friend's 
position, that they wel'e probahly as well qualified as theil' fel­
lows to acqui,·e the languages of the country; but the fact is, 
that if n man does not set to in good earnest to acqui1·e the 
native language when he first anii·es in the country, he very 
seldom h,i's the time or e11ergy to do it aftenvai·cls ; or he is 
so immersed iu other labours, where he cau clo without it., that 
he l!:i\·es up the task. It is ilms with T. S.; he can venture 
to say," I could acquire it if it were necessary." Necessary! 
can a missionary e\'e1· pen such a word when 99 out of every 
hundred of the people in the land can nndt-rstand no other ? 
Necessary-when nine-tenths of the millions of India must go 
down to the gra\·e unblest with the light of the gospel, u11lrs9 
the missionary does submit to this heartless <lrnd~ery ! Is this 
the way to speak of the interests of this people ? Is this the 
way to encourage the new missionai·y to set to in earnest to 
ncquire their language 1 

It is true that those brethren who thus devote their energies 
to teaching and preaching in English are well employed; to 
that I object not, lmt they are employed only in some little 
favoured spots, some choice parterres of their own and others 
planting and dressing, while the whole waste howling wilder­
ness remains untouched. 

Bnt this teaching in English is advocated with especial re­
ference to the miuistry. I am afraid this is uot solid ground. 
The natives of India make out very poorly in English unless 
they begin in childhood. Are we then to devote certain na­
tive children to the ministry before theii· religious charncter is 
de,,eJoped ? or are we to teach all we can with a \'iew to a fu­
ture selection? '\Ve shall not find many advocates fo1· the fo1·­
mc1· I app1·ehend, and if the latte1· be intended, what becomes 
of the leading point, of teaching through the medium of the 
English language with a view to the ministry ? How many of 
the youths taught English enter the ministry ? \Vhile how 
many of ou1· preachers, and those who are most likely to be­
come native preachers, know nothing or next to nothing of 
English ? I very 11111ch fea1· the tendency of the system pro­
posed by T. S. will be to make well-taught clerks, deputy col­
lectors, &c. &c., while our real native preachers will be neglect­
ed, and the only languages through which they can be reach­
ed trampled u11de1· foot. I beg to repeat that I am looking 
not at Calcutta but India. 

Have we not seen the flower of our nati\'e Christian youth, 
tanght in English, go ulf one after the othe1· for more lucrative 
and congenial employment ? Has the teaching them English 
any tendency to make them lol'e the work of preaching the 
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Go~pl'l through the mrclium of thei1· native tongue ? I think 
11ot. There al'e a few exceptions, but they are exct'ptions, 
11ot the rule. Beside, we cannot suppol't a native ministi·,,, at 
prrsent, and certainly the native churches cannot, at such 
salaries as 0111· \\'ell-taught native youth can command. It 
appear,; to me we shall en greatly if we raise up a native mi­
nistry which a nath·e chul'ch cannot sustain. 

A 11d what is the gl'eat spring aud motive in which this tPach­
ing- of the native ministry through the medium of Engli~h i~ 
hasrd. Is it not said that thus the newly arl'irecl teaclll'r of 
thrology may commence his laboms at once ? l confess this 
does not seem to me a very weighty arg-ument. It appears to 
me that it is not a i·el'y desirable matte1· that a newly al'rived 
teaeher, whether a young man 01· an old one, is the best to set 
about thi~ work If we are arguing only .for teaching theology 
to the rising 11ative ministry, I apprehend that thel'e al'e bre­
thrrn enough who hare had long experience in the peculial'i­
ti<·s of Hinduism, and know ho,v to bring the arguments of 
Christianity to bear upon it, lllay be found, while one newly 
anivrd may go to work in the wide field and get experience 
there. 

l confess that I should hail with delight, the establishment 
of a Bengali Theological Institution, where the ve1·y best mas­
ters should be l'n1ployed, and the student taught only through 
the Bengali and Sanscrit, and where theil' whole energies 
should be devot.('1] to obtaining knowledge, and acquiring the 
best way of imparting it, in the most forcible and effective 
manner. Bengali would thus be improved-its power deve­
loped and increased, and a hrightt•r day <lawn 011 the native 
chmch. 

But if we arc to look for pastors for Olli' native chm·ches, 
taught in Engli,h, to settle down in our native villages, and 
hunt out Ilindni~m through all its jungles and fast11esse3, I 
fear l<>lll' eyes will fail with longing. 

Let me not b(• considered as a foe to teaching English to 
some extent. My practice is my best defence here ; but if I 
am le~s strenuous for it than I once was, it is partly because 
I share tlie ehang-e u·hfrh all mis"ionaries, so tar as I kno\'v, 
experience who cult irate the natii·e languages; and pal'tly be­
caHSe l kar that a fearful dt>lnsion is spreading through many 
minds e"pecially at home 011 this point. 

Set:ular 111en will teach English for secula1· purposes, and if 
om· Chr:stian youth are so situated as to be able to acquire it, 
it may he of servil'e to them, in providing fo1· their temporal 
wants, but 111y own conviction is, that our 11ative miuistl'y, whe­
thnt.hey know English or not, shoul1l be taught Theology 
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through thl, nw(lium llf thr nat.i\·r languages. This is tlw most 
direct way of settling thcolog-ical terms, of sParching out the 
best phras!'olog-y, of ('ailing forth a native 'l'IH·ology, and of 
qualifying- 111c11 for tlw actual work we wish them to acco111-
plish. 

This too is the way to remo1·p the difficulty air~ing- from thl' 
want of IJouks. Tea('hing- by lecture is now very generally 
and adn111tageously employed. The students would !WOii 

acquire the habit of taking down lectures, and among the111 
men of studious habit,.; would !-0011 be found to supply theolo­
gical ,nirks nearly as fast as they are really needed. 

l crave indulgence for my letter being sc1 hastily written, 
for I could not comnHuHI ti111e to write more leisurely, au<l 
subscribe myself, 

Y oui·s since1·ely, 
A. SUTTON, 

Cutlack, Sept. 10, 1840. 

Yll.-TV!wt is t!te harm of attending t!te D11,rga Pujci 
Nciclies? 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian 01.>server. 
Sias, 

The Dtirga Puja nache~ are appro;1ching, and doubtless the invitation~ 
of the wealthy wor~hippers of the idol Df11·ga will as usual go forth to thei1· 
C"1-istian neighho111"s, the European society of Calcutta, to join them in 
paying hono1· to Dill'gli; for though the invitation may I.Je expressed in other 
wor,1s-may lie, to the D11r9,i. P11j,J, naches, we must not forget that the 
naches a1·e pul'posely a part of the worship of the idol Darga. The 
choi1· of singers, the nlich girls, will generally be found stationed near 
the •Joor of the apa1·tment, ll'herein sits in Heathen state the idol, 
fully disploye,l to the view of her worshippers-though none of the 
Chri.,tifln g11 ... sts, assembled hy he1· votai·ies to do her hono1·, may enter, 
to pollute a place marle sac1·ed by her presence ; the a,ljoining room is said 
to l,e the ""'arest approach a Christian may make to Du1·ga. \Vhen Chris­
tians, therefore, though from mere curiosity, or eh ility to he1· worshippers 
,vho invite them, follow in the tmin of Darga's hlimled votnries-those 
Christians un,louhte,lly swell the retinue of the idol, and distinctly though 
probahly i11advel'tently, give encouragement to the grossest superstition­
m1,· ther may he said to lend the chief :1ttraction to idolati-y ! 

The Binclu u:01·.1/iip and ritual differ so totally from ou1· own, that 
amirlst such melancholy scenes of nati,•e superstition, we are apt to forget, 
and lose sight of the fact, that they form a portion of their worsltip, and 
to fancy it merely a feast or show ;-not so. The Christians worship their 
God in their churches, and sing, and celebrate his praise, and assemble 
around the communion table of their Divine Saviour who gave his life a 
sacrifice for sin. The Hindus likewise wo1·ship their idols, and a8 a part 
of their ritual, sing and celebrate their idol's praise by a choir of nech­
girls hired for that purp~se. It would appear that the ordina1·y nach­
girls assembled hefore the doo1· of the idol, me1·ely sing thei1· customary 
songs, some of which are said to be indecent, but that othe1· sinlt"el'S are 
mixed with them who sing, as the choi1·, the praises of the idol! That 
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those fea~ts and 11ciclies an, a part of their idol wo1·.,·hip, is ol,v ious frnm 
the \"ery terms of the invitation, uam~ly, " D11ry11," -the idol Df,rgci-" p,;_ 
jJ." wor.,hip-11J.ches, sin~ini-:- aud 1l:111ci11g: indeed if auy douht remained 
on this head, it would hii removed Ly the iuvitatiou cards, some of which 
are sai,I expressly to invite the co111pany to nciche,·, i11 l,onor of the Durgci 
P11jd! 

Christians are forbidden to eat of me11ts o.ff~red to idol.,. \\rhene1·er their 
so doing can 1,., constrned as giving- countt•nance tu idolatry, aud this pro­
hibition extends even to the meat sold in the shamliles, provided the 
Christian Le told that it had previously Let>n offt>rt'd to an idol. llo1v then 
can a Christian go to ~·uch feasts? Not that Dur~a·s 1•nlaries would so far 
insult the goddess, as to offer to her the meats polluted by such Euro­
pean guests; the feast itself how,!1·e1· forms a part of the display i11 hono1· uf 
D,iryci, who were she not an idol of stoue, having eyes, that st>e not, might 
Le supposed to view with complacen,:y the C!tri.,tiarts; assembled hy her 
votaries to do he1· honor ! How therefore can Chri.itian,Y be fou111l amongst 
those who swell her retinue, and uy their prt,serrce, are doin9 ho11or to the 
idol? 

And as regards the nJ.ches, what would he the demoralizin1,t elfoct 
upon a Christian congregation, say in E11yl,111d, of men and women, an,I 
youth of 110th ~exes, :issembled under the sanction of Di11i11e :.ervice for 
the worship of God, wt'l'e a liarul of females, the !,(reate1· portion of whom 
were prostitutes, to dance and sing-, as part of the worship, in such strnins 
and sougs, in the ears mul lan1,t11ag0 of such an Eni;-lish congrt>ga­
tion, as the ncich girls of India sing-, hefore the idol D,irgci, ?-songs, it is to 
he feared, few of which, could he arl111itted into yo111· pages !-song~ not 
from devout lips, to the praises of a Holy God, of p11rP1· eyes than to behold 
iniquity, hut songs where they 1·elate to the idol, fron1 such a choir, in 
prai~e of the exploits and lives of those beirrgs, which unhappily are 
worshipped as Divine personages by the followers of Durga ! ! 1\' e have 
long and fully heard of the songs and sct>nes at J11gw111.ilft ; it is to be feart>d 
that Uurge·s choir when unrestrained 1,y Christian guests, may not 111uch 
surpass in purity that of J agannath. \\' hat would lie the effect upon an 
English congregatiun, of wurship, in their own langoal(e, such as this? 
,v ould there he found a single family to attend snch a scene of contamina­
tion under the guise of Divine u:orsliip? Would not every one who bon! 
the honor~d name of Christian, use his utmost e111lcavour to deter from 
l!oing thitht•1·, his frieuds, domestics, and all ove1· whom he had any in­
flue11c1•, lest theil' minds should lie contamiuated, their pl'inciples over­
tnrned, aucl their Ii ves become abandoned ? and can Christians then in a 
fol'eign land act upon other pri11ciples, forgetting the high and holy 
name they l,ear, go, aml by their presence at this portion of the Heathen 
ritual, the foast, singing arid nad,es in l,01101· of the idol wo1'ship, encou­
l'age such scPnes, pt'l'haps to the i11jury of thousauds who attend ?-uh no! 
If it he strictly prohihited in the circumstauces already stated " to e,,t 
meats offe1·ed to idols," can it he right to 11,0 to, 01· partake of the feasts 
given in honoi· of the idol?-can it be right to encourage others by ou1· 
presence, to go and partake of the 11101·e daugerous mt'ntal food, the 
songs suns· hy s1iccessi1·e bamls of I udian 11ach-gil'ls? Chri~tians we11t 
there in fo1"me1· days, in iguorance of the evil they were encouraging ; 
l,ut let us hope, now that the evil has been sufficiently exposed to be 
apparent to every one, that none will go. 

Independently of Christian principles (fo1· after hecoming awani of 
the uature of the scene, let us hope that no since1·e worshippe1· of the 
Divine Jesus, who g·ave his life a sacrifice for si11, could he pl'l!sent at, or 
c11cuu1·age 1Jucl1 worship of Idols), the l'hilanthropist has ampl11 reason 
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to cll'dine nttPn1lnnce; for, let us ~l'e thf' Jpep i11j11r.11 :mcl cr11t!lt_11 to many 
i111111cPnt fi•nrnle cl1ihln•11, he is indirectli· r1idin_q Ii)' the Pnco1uugem@nt of 
his atten1la11ce. In proportion to the enr.nuragement given to the won!,ip 
t?f D,irg,i, or as tl11•1· an• distinctly styled D,irgi, P1ij1i (u•ni·ship) 11ad1es, 
hi' the )'rcst•m·e of g11f'sts, t}u, ,vpn\thy worshippers of Durg/r. increase 
their expen,litnrc of ,·,q•~es to remler the r11iche.~ popul:u·, :rnd to obtain 
the most attractive 11al'11 irids, to dance ancl sing before the idol: (it is 
sin!!;ular th:it .welt a class of societ\· as nlich womrn shoulcl have been 
th,;ught of to clo ho nor to the gods.) Those ther!'fore whose pro­
fession it is to procure 11ach girls for such occasions, have their purses 
rPplP11isherl ancl are enahlec\ to purchasP more ;11noce.11t femn/e children to 
hP hroucht up lo the same pn•f,•ssion. Now it is 11otorious that hy far the 
g-reatt•r 11roportion of I 11dian nach girls are prostitutes. How mel:mcholy 
thl'n tn n•llt'ct that every e11ronrage111,,nt given to " n,iches'' tends to 
add to the number of innocent female children, who are purchased for the 
rliaholical purpose of being reared in ahanclone,I ha hits ?-what generous 
mind then "'ould, by his presence, Jene\ enrourgement to the destruction 
of female innocence, virtue and hnppiness !-The whole system of naches 
is e,·il nt the core, and therefore all friends of humanity ought to dis­
cournge them, and more especially when they form n pnrt of the honor clone 
to idols! I nc\eecl it is incumbent on those who are aware of the evil to 
mnke it kno,~n to others, as most probably no Christian family would 
nttend niiches when once acquainted with the fact that they were so 
ohjectionahle, for wherever we are present and appear even to take only a 
~eneral intc,·est and pleasure in a scene, 01· play, or place of native worship 
01· nach, we are naturally supposed, at least hy the natives, however 
ignorant we may he of the langu~ge, songs or ceremoniPs used, to approve 
of what i'l going on, else why should we lend the encourngPment of our 
pi·esence? and though most Euro11eans are ignorant of what is sung, the 
natives drink in the songs, too frequently indecent; and who would not 
shrink from being supposecl hy the natives, (who may not be aware of ou1· 
ignorance of the wonls )-to approve of all the songs sung, hy II succession 
of ndch gil-ls !I 

It is s11tisfacto1·v to know that the " Ch,·i.~tian Observei·,"-the "Friend 
of India," am\ other papers whose ohjects are the promotion of religion, 
and drtul', and the improl'ement of l ndia, continue very watchful of this 
e\'il, anti lo warn their own cou11t1·ymen against any participation in honor!l 
done to Idols; and it wiJI be gratifying if those publications are euahlecl to 
~tate that this year no Christians have been foun,I encournging the Durga 
Poja naches. 

I remnin, Sirs, &c. 
21th Sept. HHO. A STRANGER. 

VIII.-History of Madagascar. By the Rev. William Ellis, 
Author of tl,e Polynes·ian Researches. 

The Government of Madagascar is a modifie<l despotism. 
The high estimation in which the hereditary nobles are held, 
and the great i11flue11ce they consequently posse~s, together 
"·ith an ancient practice of occasionally appealing to the peo­
ple concerning political affairs, have given to the subjects a 
powe1· over the interests of the nation which is incompatible 
with an absolute monarchy. 

4 II 2 
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The nohil's of 1\1.ulag-aseal', as in most countries, rank next to 
members of the royal family, possessing extensive estates a11d 
a11 almost u11li111ited authority o,·er their v·assals; they bear a 
striki11g resemhla11<.:c to feudal lords of the middle ages. Pcr­
!'011s raist•d to the exalted situatirrns of field-officers, pri,·y 
cou11scllors and judges are ill\·ariably chosrn from tlwir order. 

Inclividnals employed to collect fines, t;1xes and co111isca­
tio11s and to superintend every branch of the l'evenue are of 
an infel'ior class; they arc calll:d Farnntsa and me plact'd 
under the judges. 

Governmcnt intelligeuce is communicated to the nation by 
heralds. One is disp,ttched from the capital to e,·ery di::itl'ict 
of the country. 011 arriving at his destination he nsccnds an 
elevation in the midst of the market-place, and a gun is fil'ecl 
as a signal for the people to listen; he then lifts up his 
sonorous voice and proclaims to the assembled thousands the 
comnHuHls of his rnyal master. Should the1·e be nu market on 
the day the orders of Government are i~sned, the herald deli­
vers his message tu the head-men of the distl'ict who imme­
diately make it known to the centmions, whose duty it then 
becomes to cal'ry the intelligence to eV<'l'Y indiddnal in their 
respective hundl'eds. Hence, though the .Malagasy are but 
vel'y partially acquainted with the ad,,:mtages of a well rcp;n­
lated press, and are entirely ignorant of the great modern i11-
ve11tiom:, steam-vessels and rail-roads, by which information 
on any snliject may l>e conveyed from one end of the country 
to the other in the space of a few houl's, y<'t through the me­
dium of heralds the common people among them are more en­
lightened respecting politics than the pe,t~antry uf European 
1iatio11s, which are blessed with all facilities to expedite the 
diffusion of knowledge. 

As the best institutions have sometimes been attended with 
great calamities, owing to the u11restrained ambition of men 
in power, a passion which has becn a severe scourge to the 
world and given existence to the worst Governments, persons 
are divided in their opiuions respecting the kind of Go,·ern­
ment in which the general good would prepundernte over the 
occasional evil. This is a question which has been discussed 
fo1· agct; and produced folios without number, leaving it in 
the u11ce1'tainty in which those pondernus tomes have involv­
ed it, to be elucidated by writers whom nature has blessed 
with a strong ,·isiun to pierce the surrounding darkness. It 
may not be improper to obsene, that on the pure admi11istra­
tio11 of justice an<l the perfect independence of judges, depend 
the security, industl'y and well-being of individuals, and con­
sequently the vital iuterests of nations, is universally admitted 
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by the wise and upright of cvl•,·y political creed : it is not deni­
ed hy :111y, l'Xcq>l hy k11,1,·rs a11cl tyrauts. 

Faithful clispcnsc•rs of law, deaf to the solicit,itions of fril'IHls 
a11cl the tlircatPnings of <'llc111ies, anxious to aseC'rtai11 ouly 
what is right, a11cl pro1101111cing thc·il' judg·mcnt of what is !W 

with a ret'litude whieh is never known to bcncl, become the 
guardians of a pcoph·'s freedom and of a people's morals-a 
ll'rror to evil-doers and a prai!-c to them that do well. But 
forgettin!( the sole11111 n·s1)0mibility of thei1· office and how large 
a portion of the public weal is cut.rusted to their care; being 
deterred by fem· or seduced by gold from a eonseicntions d_is­
charg<' of thl·ir sacred fu11ctio11s, they affiict their country with 
the heavirst calamities; fol' which posterity never fails to 
hrancl their 111emory with the rverlasti11g infamy which is 
stampt 011 the name of Jeffreys, that monster of depra\'ity. 

Should e111pt>rors, kings, pre8idents or dictators endeavour 
to corrnpt the administrntion of law and m,tke the bench an 
engine of political power to effect purposes which tlwy are 
a~hamed aud afraid to avow, they may for a time prosper in 
wickcd11e~8, hut will, in the end, must probably gather the 
fruit.; of misrule amid intestine wars and atrocious deeds of 
blood, like those which closed the <lays of the pious aud well­
intentioned, but ill-fated Charles. Few Govcmments have 
loug survived after tampering with courts of law. History pre­
sents many instanct>s of the dread catastrophes they reser,·ed 
for others foiling on themseh·es and g-rinding them to powclrr. 

It i;; a fact tlie existence of w hieh is much to he regretted, 
that the foregoing observations apply with peculiar force to 
the administration of law iu the island of Madagascar. The 
royal authority has been frequently employed to impede the 
course of justice, and deprive individuals of property ancl life 
who were never informed why such iniquitous proceedings 
were co111mc11ccd against them. It has Ileen a practice not 
uncommo11 for the sovrreign to keep spic!:' in every town, aud 
to give orders for secret executions, denying the unhappy per­
sons the least opportunity of vindicating thei1· injured charac­
ter. This is one fruitful source from which the miseries of 
Madagascar ha,·e flowed. 

Besides impedimeuts to the faithful achuinistrntion nf justice 
arising from an improper use of the royal authority, ordeals 
which ha,·e been practiced from time immemorial consian 
the innocent and guilty to the same awful deaths. Thou;h 
to eulightened minds they appear irrational and presumptuous, 
the Malagasy place implicit confidence in th~ rectitude of thei1· 
deeisions, and cases arc not uncommon of persons voluntari­
ly submitting to tl 1·u, to defeu<l the honour of their name. 
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"'hcn it is r<'mcmbcrcd that almost all superstitions an<l 
k11f ci,·ilizcd 11ations have adopted and long l't'taint'd the 
ordeal process, the ,·eneration with which it is rt•g,11·de<l in 
:\ladagascar will ct"ase to astonish the rl'ader, though he may 
still dl't'ply la111r11t tlw great e11ormitirs of which it is prnduc-
1in·. The onlrals of fire and water-the hallowed rnor,;el and 
tlw holy encharist-the judgment of the crnss an<l the trial 
of t.hc- bier, opened in Europe a wide field for malicc-, rnpine 
and 111urdt>r, and some of them were not abolished till the 
~e,·1·11ter11th century. The tests to which supposed ll'itches 
wrrc compelled to submit were used as late as the }'eat· l72~. 

Th<" ordeal ht>ld in the highest ,•eneration and most fre­
quently used in the Island of Madagascar is drinking the 
ta11ge11a. The tangena tree bears a nut believed to be a ve1·y 
po\\·crful poison, but if taken in small dosL'S operates as an 
enwtie. It is administered in the following 111a1111er: 

" The ncrused having eaten as much rice as possible, sw11llows three­
piecPs of tl1e skin of a fowl killed for the purpose, each piece about the 
size of a dollar, and swallowed whole. The cursers now prepare the 
ta11gena, scraping a small quantity of the nut into some juice of hanana, 
1111(1 rq1eati11g the mysterious talism11nic wore\,, Tomacli mariko. The vir­
tue of the tangena is tried on two chicken,; before being given to the ac­
cused per~on. One of the chickens hadng been marle to Sll'allow it, the 
curser exclaims, llear, oh test, if thou art a perfect judge-if not false, 
if just anrl suitahle kill this dticken. The other ha1·ing dra11k it, he ex­
claims, Hear, oh test, if th,,u art a suitable and righteous test, let thi~ 
chicken li\'e. Should hoth <lie, the tnngena is pronounced bad, as it 
,loe., not give tn tlie accuse,! a fair chance of being· found innocent; 01· 
if both lil·e, it is r,•jected as not having the virtue requisite to detect 
and convict the guilty. 1 n either case othe1· tangena must he provided. 
~houl,1 one die an,I one live, it is of course declared suitahle and just. 
(It will he readily supposed that unequal quantities are given so as to 
secure the effect desired, holl'e,·e1· the pretence may he to give an equa-1 
portion to each.) 

" The al'ruse,I is then seated on the floor in the midtlle of the house, 
-a hol<' ,In:.( oppo,ite to him aml a fish-basket placed in it. He must 
now dri11k tl1e ca1·efully prepared 1lranght, on which hinges life or 
death. As soon as he has swallowe,I it, the pa11ozondoha, 01· curser, 
plucing his hall(! on the crown of the head of the accused, pronounce, the 
i111prel'atinn or prnyer which is sometimes uttered before the tangena is 
takeu.-.\t the co11l'lusion of the formula, rice-water is given in copious 
draughts, till a decision is made for life or death, hy ,·omiting the three 
pil'ces of skin, or beinl-{ foimd unable to do. This is the cl'isis,-this 
the circumstance II hich decides the character and fate of the poor 
~ufferer. And for the ejection of the three pieces, they watch earnestly 
and carefully examine the contents of the fish-basket already named. If 
they are founrl, it is announced he is innocent, if otherwise, he is declar­
ed guilty, and in this case is to be struck and heaten with the rice pestle 
till dea1l, unless he has previously, as sometimes happens, died by the 
poisonous action of the tangena. The corpse i, drngg·ed away from the 
house, wr;1ppe,I in some old matting, with the head place1l southward. 
Sometimes the l,ody is hastily burie_d, but frequently is merely d~agged 
to a ,listance from the house or village and left for the dogs or birds of 
prey. 
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"To complete the ini1p1ily of the whole, and fill up the me~surc of the 
,ufforing-s of tl1e accuse1I, as well as to sati~fy the avarice of the accuser, 
the proi1erty is all swept off e\'en down to the rice-measure." 

The confiscated property falls to the so,·creig·n, the judges 
and accusers. As the last have an intel'est in the com•iction, it 
presents to the unprincipled a powerful tc111ptation to accuse 
1 he rich who are innocent with the dt'sign of obtaining a 
part of their wealth, and it is to be feared, that by bribing 
1he officers who admi11iste1· the tangena to make it sufficiently 
stro11g, they too frequently accomplish their deadly pul'pose. 
It is esti111att>d that in every year upwards of three thousand 
persons perish by this infernal ordeal prnccss ; all their 
fa111ilics al'l' reduced to extreme poverty an<l wretcheclneiss, 
in which mo::;t of them continue till death puts a period to 
thei1· misery. 

The corrnpt ad111inistrntion of law by ol'Cleals and tyranny 
is not the only calamity which has befallen 1\1 a<lagascar. 
Du111cstic slavery has existed in the island from the carlist. 
pt0 riod of its history. The slaves ilre debtors, felons a11d 
,·aptivl's; persons who may have incurred the displeasure of 
the nwnarch, aud others driven by hunger to dispose of their 
liberty to arnid the horro1·s of starvation. Theil' wives and 
children a1·c also reduced to bondage. 

As with the exception of taking away life the master 
posSl'st1cs unlimited authority, thei1· suffel'ings may l>e mitigat­
ed 01· increased at his pleasul'e. Evident as it must be tu 
every mind, it is scarcely necessary to state that so large a 
powel' o,·er the destinies of the poor and helpless lodged in 
tht: hands of inesponsible, and oftl'n unprincipled men, leads 
to the com111issio11 of a thousand atrocities. 

But it remained fOI' Europeans to pe1·fect this system of 
iuiquity, 01· to use the SOl'l'OWful words of the children of 
bondage, ,vhite men with black hearts wel'e the fhst that lore 
uis from oul' kiu<lrecl and home, and sold us fo1· gold in fol'cign 
,a11ds. 

80011 after Vasco de Gama opened the highway from Europe 
tu India, the iisle of St. Mary's, which is situated off the no1·th­
east coast of Maclagascal', was infested with pirates, who 
continued to can·y on their depredations with increasing success 
till the yea1· 1721, when severnl European nations alarmed at 
the great losses which their comme1·ce had sustained, united 
to arrest them in thei1· career of plundel' and murder. 

Afte1· a long and <leperate resistauce the vessels of the 
pirntes were taken and destroyed by fire. 

'· Forced to give up" says l\fr. Ellis, " theil' wandering and ,,redatol'y 
life, they plunged iuto a diffel'ent kiud of villainy which has left upou 
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thei1· memo1·r n deepe1· stain. They carried into execution the murderous 
plan of fomenting wars between some of the provinces in which they had 
tra<lcd on the eastern coast of Ma<lagascar, and inducing the victorious 
to st-11 their prisoners in exchange for arms an<l ammunition. Deceived 
hy the artifices of the pirates, whom they never suspected of treachery, 
and whom they had long courted as friends, without knowing their real 
ch:u·acter and persuits, the Malagasy became the victims of the most 
atrocious perfidy, an1l that, too, un<ler the impression, that as the whites 
were a superior race of men, they coul<l not materially err in following 
their advice. By wars of retali11tion, the natives became scourges of one 
a11other, plunging each other into inextricable mi,e1·y, wasting each 
other's resources, depopulating each otht'r's tenitory, and affording satis­
faction to none, but to men who were unworthy of the name, and whose 
rapacious avarice could be equalle<l only by theii· crnel contempt of 
human rights and human mise1·y. 

"The trade ha,·ing commence<l on the coast. and the pleasure of its 
gains gradually expelling all sense of the injustice of the traffic, it soon 
extended to the interior of the island, withel'iu!l" all before it, and deso­
lati11!(' like a pestilence wherever its baneful influence spread. 

"With the increased demand for sla,·es, the supply was consequently 
i11crease1d. Various modes were then employe<l to obtain slnves for sale, 
and all these were characterised by deceit, and treachery, violence and 
cruelty.'' 

Though no data exist to establish the trnth of the statement, 
there can be little doubt that annually several thousands were 
consigned to hopeless ciipti~·ity, i,i which many of them, 
wasted away with hunger, flayed to the bone with the lash, and 
stricken to the heart with sorrows continually accum11lati11g, 
80011 sickened and died, and are uow, it is to he hoped, where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest. 

The markets to which the slaves from Madagascar were 
c011\'eyed for sale were the Isles of France and Bourbon ; 
North and South America, and the West Indies. 

The Mauritius which {he English had taken four years pre­
,·iomly, bei11g confirmed to them by the peace of 1814, and 
the rniuistry of the day being anxious to carry out as fa1· as 
pos~ible thei1· humane intentions rei;pecting the abolition of 
slavt•ry, sPnt an ambassado1· to Radama king of Madagascar 
to induce him to abolish the trade iu his clomi11io11s. 

The persons who greatly di~tinguishccl themselves by their 
praise-worthy labours to bring this system of iniquity lo an 
encl in that island were His Excellency Sir Robert Farquhar, 
Governor of Mauritius and Si1· James Hastie, British agent to 
the court of Radama. 

After encountering many difficulties, a t1·eaty very expensive 
to E11gland prohibiting the exportation of slaves from the 
island was concluded on the I Ith of October, 1820. The way 
i11 which Sir James welcomed that auspicious day is highly 
creditahle to his humanity and must \Je gratifying to the bene­
rnle11t freli11gs of t>ve1·y kindred mind. 
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"The moment arrive,! when the welfol'e of millionR was to be decided, 
I agl'eed, a111l I hust thnt Divine Poll'el' which ir11i1le~ all hea1·ts, will 
induce the go, e1·11mi>nt to sanction the act. The Kahal'y was convened, 
the proclamation published and recei1·ed with tl'ansport hy tl11>11sa111ls. 
The British Ang- was 1111f11rled, anti freedom-freeclom from the bloody 
etnin of slm·e-dealing--hniled us thegif1 of the Bl"itish nation. I declare, 
said that nohlll-mindPd man, the fi1·st peal of Rndnma's cannon announc­
ing the amity scaled, rejoiced my heart more than the gift of thous11mls 
would ha,•e doue." 

That the death of this g·enerons-heartecl mnn callecl forth 
the tears of a nation, and that now his name is che1·ished in 
foncl ancl affectionate remembrance by all the Malagasy who 
ha \'e souls to appreciate what is great an<l goocl, will be reaclily 
admitte<l. 

"Few monarchs have gi1•en a higher testimony of theii· regarcl for an 
individual than that cournyed in the lan/C'uage of lladama to the friends 
who were watching hy the heclsicle of Sir James Hastie. I have, said he, 
lost many of my people, many of my soldie1·s, most of my officers, and 
severnl of the maroserann, or highest nobles; hut this is nothinl! in com­
parison with the loss of Andrian*-Asy. lle has hePn a faithful friend, 
\'ady 11_v :\ladagascar, a husband to Maclagascar. The goucl he has done 
rnnnot be too hi!\hly spoken of hy me. He has surpasse<l every agent 
that preceded him ; and nel'e1· will any who m;,y succeetl him, prove his 
equal. l\lany may come here, hut none will feel more interest in l\fa<la­
gascar than Andrian-Asy. Many may boast much, hut none will do so 
much as he has clone, no1· endure the toils which he has endured. l\Jay 
God spare his valuable lifo to us." 

Such was thi!; worthy n•preseut.ative of the British n~ion. 
Woulcl to heaven that all who ha\·e filled similar situations hrul 
imitated his example, how much heart-rending agony would 
mankind have been spared, and how much less tremenclously 
awfol would be the scenes which ha\·e yet to be presented 
when oppressors of thei1· kincl and t1·affickers in human flesh 
will be summoned to judgment. 

The fir-t persons who visited Madagascar with the design 
of ernngclizing it were Roman Catholic Missionaries. That 
pre-emiuent piety and great talents, self-denial and the most 
laborious efforts to propagate a system believed to he founded 
on the principles of sacred trnth, characterized Carnllero, 
Bareze and Xavie1·, Ricci, de N obilibus and many otheri. of the 
same community whose names might be mentioned, is con­
finned by the i111pi,rtial records of history. Fathe1· Stephen 
and his coa<ljutors who laboured fo1· a pe1·iod in the island of 
Madagascar, were as zealous as the most distinguishecl of their 
brethren. By theit· im,trnmeutality many thousands of the 
nath·es renounced idolatry and were a<lmitted iut.o the church 
by the m·clinance of baptism. The Mission was thus pro-

" Andrian, nobleman, a title of respect and honor; and Hastie contracted 
iuto Asy. 

YOL, I, 4 I 
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ceeding, apparently attt·ndecl with great success, and seeming­
ly taking fo~t hold of the affections of the people, when by 
using physical forcr to accelerate the work of evangelization 
they invohed the Europeans and the Mala,gasy in wa1·. In 
the first battle the latte1· were victo1·ious, and refusing all 
quarter only one Eurnpean escaped from the field to tell of the 
defrat and slaughter of his companions in arms. The settlers 
at Fort Dauphin, enra~e<l by the massacre of Father Strphcn 
and his colleagues, and by the cruelty with which the soldiers 
had been i:ilain who had espouse<l their cause, immediately 
prepared to take the field. Afte1· rontin~ the armies of the 
chieftains, killing the sick and age<l that had been unable tu 
fly with their vanquished cou11try111t'n, sacking and burning to 
the grnund e,·ery town au<l village to which they came, the 
,,.-ant of provisions, at length, stuppe<l the Christian victors in 
the perpetration of these wholesale murders, and necessitated 
them to return to Fort Dauphin. 

H:n·ing thus desolated all the adjacent country and made 
the Malagasy their implacable enemies, and now fi11di11g their 
supplies cut off, they were compelled to break up their es­
tablishment, which terminated the papal Mission, never, it is 
to be hoped, to be revived, identifying as it has the 11ame of 
Christianity with deeds of rapine and murdt•r. 

In the year 1818 Protestant Missionaries ri,-ill'd the island. 
Tht•y found, as might have been expeetl'd, that few of the 
persons who had been baptised manifostcJ in their li\·es any 
of the important signs of conver~ion, and that most of them 
like the heathen wne hostile to the new religion whose prn­
pagato1·s had interfered with thei1· civil rights and deluged 
the count1·y with the blood of their ki11Jred ,tnd friends. 

Under these unfavorable auspices the agl'11ts of the London 
Society commenced their labours. Their conduct being such 
a~ to convince all who had intercomse with them th,tt they 
were not different in name only, hut also iu character from 
those who had preceded them, they gradually gained the 
esteem and affection of the people. 

In 1820 au account of the Society's Mission in the South 
Seas was drawn up and p1·esented to Radama. Being highly 
gratified by the great imprO\·emeuts effected by the instru­
mentality of the Gospel in those islands, he immediately re­
quested M1·. Jones to remove to the capital that his own sub­
jects might enjoy the same emiuent advantages. 

In connexion with the Missionary operations commenced 
at the capital, a school was e~tablishcd fur educating the Ma­
lagasy youths, 

\Vhen the institution was opened the number of scholar~ 
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was small, but it soon so much increased as to 1·e11de1· a larger 
building incliiipensablc to afford suitable accommodation. 
Bclie\'ing that a g-ood education would misc the tone of 11101·als 
aml elevate the 1wople iu their social and civil relations so as 
to prepare them to fill with honour the spheres in which Divine 
Proddencc might call them to move, the government gene­
rously undertook to erect the school at the public expense. 

In laying the foundation-stone the libernl-minded monarch, 
according to the usages of the country, sprinkled it ,vith sa­
cred water. As this ceremony had always been restricted to 
membe1·s of the royal family the natives were exceedingly 
astonished to see Radama performing it for a foreigner and 
a stranger. 

But by thus giving a public testimony of his countenance 
and approbation, he wished to remove from thei1· minds any 
prejudice which might exist, and induce them to send theii· 
children to be instructed. To facilitate the accomplishment 
of this praise-worthy object he sent the children of his own 
family and persuaded the nobility to do th~ same. 

Under these auspices the work of education advanced in a 
manner so as to gratify the most sanguine expectations ; two 
additional schools were opened in the capital, which together 
with the other were, at the desire of the king, afterwards 
fo1·med into one, designated the Missionary semina1·y, design­
ed to furnish teachers and to be a model for all schools that 
might be formed in any part of his dominions. The desirable­
uess aud practicability of extending the benefits of education 
still 11101·e widely were soon apparent; requests fo1· the erection 
of 1;chools in the adjacent districts were daily seut to the 
capital, out as the want of teachers rendered the Missionaries 
uuallle to meet the wishes of all, preference was given, accord­
ing to the uumber of scholars promised. 

In a short time a considerable numlle1· of young men from 
the central school iu the capital being qualified for teachers, 
other towns and riibges were fa\'oun~d with the means of 
educatio11. Radama continued to take the ::;a111e deep interest 
iu the ll'Ork, ,,11(1 used all his influence to diffuse through his 
do111i11ions the beuefits of lrnowledgP.. He ~enernlly attended 
the ex,1111inatio11s and took an actirc part in the l,usiness of 
the day. On one occasion-

" The schools of llie respective distl'icts having been classed, so that 
it might he seen what districts had been most zealous in meeting the 
king"s wishes, he addressed the children in the following words. Vo 
you tell yo111· parents th:tt by attending the schools and learning the les­
sons taught you, you not only give me 11nd the white people pleasure, 
but do honour to yourselves aml your pal'ents. The knowledge you ob­
tain is good-goo1l fo1· tratle. By reading and writing, you will leam, 

4 I 2 
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ncord, and presen·e in remembr:mce what else wo11l1l he forgotten, and 
to arquire the !!lll>II dispositions which are taught, will render you good 
~uhjects; and this will be your greatest honour and glory. Now go 
home a1HI tell your parents I am pleased with you. Fem· God, and obey 
the king." 

" Some of the teachers from e:Lch district r<'plied to the king in lan­
guage expressive of their attachment to him, and their determination to 
dt>ser1·c his favour; after which, ten hullocks were given to them as a 
roy,,I present, and the assembly broke up, well pleased with the trnnsac­
tions of the day,'' 

• On a similar occasion. 
" The :\Jissionnries, said he. in l1is ad1lress, have left their own coun­

try, their relations and their friends to come to you, :ir11l instrnct you 
and your chiMren; and in the discharge of this bene1·olent worl, some­
of them have fallen. There, pointing to the Missionary bnrial-grnund, 
yonder is the spot where the hones of scl'eral of them nre laitl., far from 
the gra,es of their fathers; and this is a proof of what I have told you 
respecting them. Take care, therefore that the chilllren attend properly. 
Tho,e who are the most advanced may now leave the schools, but let 
them still attend on Sundays :1nd at the monthly examinations, lest they 
should forget what they have learned. It may he1·e be added that this 
plan was strictly enforced by R:idama, with this condition, that if the 
dismissed scl1olars were found to have forgotten their forme1· lessons 
they should re-ente1· the school,; and again submit themsel ,·es to tui lion." 

Introduction of the mechauic arts, literature and science; 
improvements in agriculture and extension of commerce; 
infusing into all rauks of socit>ty a higher tone of morals, and 
leading men to respect and fulfil with virtue and ho11011 r the 
prirnte and public relations of life, are some of the results of 
a well-conducted nati<mal eclncation, aud :,re al ways foun<l of 
unspeakable importance to the pro~perity, happiness a11!l 
stability of a country. 

But he who expeds that all youths placed under in~trnctio11 
will immediately renounce idolatry and embrace the Christian 
faith, knows little of the deep-rooted hostility the human 
heart chel'ishes against the gogpel, and will in all probability 
become wiser by a m01·e enlarged acquaintance with himst>lf 
and the rest of his species. Still he who believes that every 
well-directed effort for the religious improvement of the youug 
may shed a benign influence on the future, if not on the 
pre~ent generation, • which may prnduce effects of a highly 
grntifyi11g nature au<l be a foll compensation fo1· all previous 
labolll', has a faith snppm·te,l by the authentic history of the 
church both in chl'istian and heathen lancls ancl suppo1·ted l>y 
the word of inspiration itself. 

The followiug instances of success in the islancl of l\foda­
gnscar, to which others might be adde<l clid space allow, will 
ser\'e to con fir111 the truth of the a hove statement. 

" A 1;chool had been established by the Missionries at the village of 
Ambohimamonholn, anti amongst the scholars was the son of the idol's 



1840.J History of Madagascar. 609 

p:u:ll'dian. The youth ha1•ing lt'nrnecl that he alone was the true God 
who had creati>II° tht' hearnns 11nd the earth, plainly told hi,i father that 
that \l'as not Goel .. t,ich was taken care of hv others, but he who took 
care of all. The father was 1•ery nnl(ry. aiicl asked his son if he clid 
nut know that Hakelemalaza was 1(011? The hoy declined urA"ing the 
)Wint till another opportunity offdecl. l\lt>antime he found in his cate­
chism the text. Hear, 0 Israel! the Lor,1 our (.ocl is one I.ore!; when 
he exclaimed, now I am both delightecl ancl !l'rievecl: delighted to have 
fo1111cl tlie won! of the true Gncl, griel"ecl on account of my relnti1·es. 
Tlic·y are love1·s of iclols. fl e then ht>;!:gecl his father's pe1·mission to 
quit the school: for why, said he, should I continue to le;im what JOU do 
not helie,·e. \l"hat do I 11ot believe, asl,ed the father. That. replied 
the youth, of which I have tolcl you before; :rnd which will not only do 
me g·oo,I hut 1•011 al,o. There a1·e new heavens ancl a ne1v e:n·th for tl1ose 
"Ian beline ii, God, \l'ith everlasting life, anti garments shining like the 
s11n, that ne1·er wax old." 

"An imp1·ession was macle upon the father's mind. He pause<l, en­
courag-ed the }"011th, ancl shortly afterwards resoh·etl 011 relinq11islii11g 
hi, charge of the i,Iol. Pretending business at some distance, he there­
forr a,kt>1I leave of absence, and rem:<ined heyoncl the stipulated lime; 
for wl,ich a tine was imposed upon him, :mcl anc•ther per~on chosen to 
snperse,le him in his office. H,n·ini:· obtainecl information of l his, Jae· 
returned home, paid his fine, and felt himself relievt>cl in bei 11::· free from 
his charge of keeping a god which he hail learned t·o1ilcl 11either keep 
others nor himself." 

"In the month of August, 182.'i, a praye1·-me~ting was in~tituted for 
the benefit of the ,\lalagasy youths, in which it was agTet>1l that the 
11ati1·e language only should be usecl. It afforclecl much satisfaction to 
the missionaries to find some of the scholars not only "illing to associate 
with them, iu these exercises, but capable of en!l,aging in p1·ayer them­
selves, t111d with simplicity, fervour, ancl apparently feelings <•f true 
<levotion, imploring the blessings of the trne God on themseh·es and thei1· 
counti·ymen." 

Another department of the mission, the preaching of the 
goApel remains to he noticed. 

It must he highly gratifying to the feelings of the Christian 
to know that the won! which has been made the powe1· of 
God to his own salvation has likewise subdued to its holy 
and enlightened sway men of e\·ery countl'y, of every creed 
and of every shade of morals, and gi\·en them joy and 
peace in believing. The progress of a people from error to 
trnth,- from idolatry to the service of the lh·i11g- God may 
ha\·e been slow, and fell' a long period imperceptible to thoi,;e 
who laboured among them ; still there has not yet been found 
a people on the face of the earth, from the time the fishel'men 
of Galilee commenced thci1· ministry to the present clay, to 
whom the tidings of redemption, announced with simplicity 
and faithfulness, have not e\·entually been 111ade the sa\'our 
of life unto life to a few, if not unto many. The word of the 
Lord has 11ot yet returned unto him void. 

In the island of .Madagascar the Missionaries' immediate 
labours for the spi1·itual benefit of the people were gl'eatly 
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h!C'ssed. The places fol' divine worship both in the capital 
and provinces, Wt'l'e filled with attenti,•e and 11erious heal'ers. 
~Iany who seeml'cl to be impressed with the impol'tance an<l 
11t·cessity of personal reli~ion frequently came to the houses 
of the l\Iissio11aries to he instrncted mm·e fully in the doctrines 
of tlw go:,;pel. These individuals affol'ded satisfactory evidence 
of their piety and devotedness to the Saviour, by the ·pul'ity 
au<l co11sistc11ev of their lives, and the affectionate earnest­
ness with whirl1 they tl'ied to pcl'suade their countrymen to 
n·1101111ct· idolatry an<l to seek the blessings of salvation. 

"On Sabbath, tlie 29th of i\Iay, 1~31, twenty of the first converts to 
Christ in :\L,dag-ascar were publicly baptize1l by ;\Jr. Griffiths, in the 
,\'lissiun chapel, hcfore a numerous, highly interPsted, and 1leeply affected 
mulit>11ce. Ou the following sabbath, June 5th, eight individuals were 
haptiz,,,I by :\Jr. Jolins in the newly-erected chapel at Ambalonakonga. 

"Tl,e folio" ing lettp1• wliich was ad,lressed to i\lr. Johns \~ill shew the 
Yiews a11d foeli11g-s with which the ~lalagasy converts sought the pri­
\·ileges of Christian fellowship. 

"i\fay you, Sir, live long, and never he ill, saith you1· son R. This is 
what I have to say to you, viz. :-That I njoiced much when I heard the 
word of the queen, (the permission to he lrnptized, &c.) so that the way 
is now free to receive baptism, and to commemorate the death of Clu·ist. 
I a111 trnly very glad to find there is nothing now to p1·event or hinder any 
at all who has examined and tried himself: therefore, it is mv wish to be 
a partaker of these. I devote myself hoth soul an1l body to.Jesus, that 
I may sel'l'e him i11 all things, according to his will; and I pray to God, 
in this giving myself tu Jesus to assist me by hi~ Holy Spirit, that I may 
love Jt>s11s "·itl, all my heart., with all my spi1·it, with all my ~tren:•th, 
;111d that I m:,y lltlt he made to stand any 101111:er in dou ht by any thing 
whatsoHer. flaving tlius giren myself up to Jesus, hoth soul and body, 
I 1101V ask permission of yon to join the church, and unite in commemo­
rati11g the death of Jesus; and that I abo may join you to sin:.r and praise, 
and to gi1e gl11ry tu Goel as long as I shall live. And now, after this p1·ay 
for me u11to Gori, tliat I mav he as,isted to fulfil what I h:Lve saitl, and 
~en-e Jesus faithfully all Ill}' days here on earth. I myself pray· unto 
<ioll to a,si,;t n1e hy his Holy Spirit to fulfil my vow~, that [ may serve 
Jesus eren until I die." 

After the forr11atio11 of these two churches many individuals 
desirous of making a public profession of their faith in the Sari­
our solicite<l to be admitted into Christian fellowship. Special 
:,;e11sons 1rere thnd'ore appoiuted to heal' thei1· l'eligion ex­
perienre, and to point out with affectionate faithfulues::; the 
characte1· and obligations of true disciples of the Redeemer. 
These meetings were at.tended by considerable numbers, some 
of whom were persons of high rauk aud of great i11fluence iu 
11H· guvermuent. In one year fifty additional converts who 
had givcu evidence of an entire change of heart by fruits of 
righteousuess equally abundant and cheel'ing, were received 
i11to one of the churches; while clmi11g the same periocl the 
othel' chm·ch was \Jlcs,;ed with a similar degree of spiritual 
prnsperity. 
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'l'he following letter add1·essed by Me~s,·s .. Johns and FrE'e­
man to the Directors of the London Missionary Society, umln 
dale No,·cmbt'r 6th, IH34, gives a gcnernl view of the religious 
state of the country at that pel'iod. 

" n· e h:n·e heen exceeilingly g-ratiti1•d II ith the personal conduct of 
many. Tla•re is n seriousness a::il stt'adinrss, and persevprar1ce and 
diligence about them, which constrains us to hope that their hea1·ts hal'e 
been opened by Him, by whose sol'ereign grnce 

' Dry bones are raised and clothed afresh 
And hearts of stone are turned to flesh.' 

,v e look on II ith wonde1· and su1·pri~e, and are often 111·ompted to 
exclaim, This is the finger of God. The difficulty still remains as inti­
mate<! in our last report of ascertaining the numbers under religious 
impressions. The preached word is listened to attenti,·ely, and the 
Scriptures are earnestly sougl1t. and deligently examined. There are 
nlso se"ernl prnye1·-meetin1,:s held in the tol\'n during the week-Henings. 
The 1,.-i, pl'in<"ipal circumstnnces which we wish to notice in connection 
with these meetin~s are, first that a spirit of prayer actually exists all(( in­
creas .. s among the nati\·es; and second, that these meetings are con­
,·e11ed and conducted by the nati1·es themselves. They frequently request 
our attendance, to gh·e an exhortation, and lead the senice; but the 
hou~es are their 011 n residenres, and they consider them.;eh·es as acti11g 
on their own com·iction,, at tl1e monme,it of their own minds, aud from 
a consi1h•ration of present ohligation to employ the means in their powe1· 
of spreading around their respecti1·e neighbourhoods the knowledge of 
the true God, and of etemal life. 

It is not, howe1·er, exclusively in connection with the stations tliat 
fall immediately under our own personal obserrntion, that a spirit of 
hearing an1l inquiring is awakened; God appears to mauifest his pur­
poses of mercy to this people, in raising up an ~g·ency of his own from 
among themseh-es, to canyon his ot1n work, He is forming for him­
self his own instruments, giving them zeal and lrnowledge, imbuing 
them with love to the trnth, and compassion for their countrymen, and 
thu, supplying the exigencies of his cause by their unexpected instru­
mentality, and so compensating for our lack of senice. And as a speci­
fic illustration of thi~ point we may remark, that in a di~trict to the 
west of the capital, at a dllage ahout sixty miles di~tant, a small chapel 
has been lately erected 1,y the zeal and devotedness of the natives, chiefly 
excited, howe1·e1·, by the exertions of a pious woman. 

A l'ery delightful spirit of enqui1·y is awakened in that district; and 
se,·eral of the adult nati,·es, men of rank and importan<"e in their station, 
cun<luct prayer-meetings, and engage themsehes in those exerrises "ith 
much apparent fervour, pleasure, and p1·opriety. Another cl1Hpel is also 
heing erected in a district to the south, perhaps 120 miles distant. 
Puhlic worship, chieffy for prayer and reading the Scriptu1·es, is held iu 
many distant parts of the country, principally raised a111l conducted liy 
those who were formerll' scholars or teachers in the mission:ir\' sdwols. 
Applications from all these for books, and especially for the scripturns 
nre very numerous," 

General educ-ation and the mechanic arts, dl'ilizatio11 and 
Chri~tianity were thus rapidly advancing- the temporal all(l 
spiritual well-being of the nation, when persecution interfer­
ed with the rights of conscience and fanned the infernal, but 
vain purpu~e of extirpati11g the religion of Jesus. Radama, 
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the late lamented monarch, whose death occurred in the 
month of July, 18~8, took grt>at interest in the diffusion of 
secula1· and sacred k11owlecl~e, and embrared e,·e1-y opportuni­
ty to encourage the l\lissiom1ries in their praise-worthy la­
bours. Ranarnlona his successo1·, likewise publicly guarnn­
f.t>t'd relig-ious liherty, alHI expressed before assembled thou-
1m11cls her unqualified approb:ition of all measures to promote 
the \l'elfare of the country which had 1·eceived the sanction of 
the king, her predecessor ; but scarcely had she ascended the 
throne brfore the rnyal promise was broken, and deep-rooted 
hostility manifested against the gospel. 

The reasons which have induced othet· rulers to oppose the 
Christian faith were perhaps the identical ones that dictated 
the policy of the Queen. Ignorance and superstition which 
ha\'e upheld tyranny in en•ry age were rapidly decreasing in 
t'l'ery part of the island ; while the g-ospel which defines the 
rig-hts of beggar a11d prince, and supports both with the same 
divine authority-which rniscs up in every country, men like 
Petet· and John who refuse with immoveal>le firmnes!! 
to obey commands of earthly sovereigns which contrn­
,·eue the laws of God, was taki11g fast hold of the minds and 
affections of the people l>oth iu the capital and provinces. It 
was consequently apparent to this arch-oppressor, that if 
Christianity conti11ued to spread tyra1111y must eventually die. 
She the1·efore chose the line of policy adopted by N crn and 
Caligula. To this may l>e added, that Ra11avolo11a no lo11gc1· 
~ustaiued the charactt>r of C~sar\; wife, an<l 111ight regard the 
chastity of the Christian females as a ndlection upon her own 
mornls. 

lnfl11e11ce<l by these or other reasons she commenced the 
dreadful work. In the early part of his reign Radama passed 
au act prohil.Jiting the use of wine and spirituous liquors. 
Though it had nc\'e1· been thought to have reference to Euro­
peans and was not universally ouservcd by the natives, it still 
remained the law of the land ; and resolving to embal'l'ass the 
Christians she commanded them to use water instead of wine 
at the sacrament of the Lo1·d's supper. 

Being after many endeavours unable to induce the Queen 
to exempt them, in the enjoyment of their 1·eligious privi­
leges, from the operntion of this act, the communicants 
deemed it their duty to comply with he1· wishes. While 
yielding thus to arbitrary power which intel'fered with the in­
stitutions of heaven cannot be commended, every person of 
correct sensibility will sympathize with the afflicted pastor and 
flork, though he may question the propriety of the course they 
pursued on this trying occasion. 
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No sooner was thi1-1 law enforced than an ordl'r was isRuNI 
prnhibiting all bdong-ing to the army and e1luratctl iu the 
Go,·ernment schools from receivin~ the rite of baptism, or 
being admit1ed into Christian ft•llowship, aud commanding 
those of thest• two classes who ha<l already joined the church 
to refrain iu future from partaking of the sacramental eleml'nts. 
By the close of the yt•ar, excepting Europeans, this ortle1· was 
extended to all persons in the Malag-asy dominions. Sh01·tly 
afterwards an edict was published forbidding masters to allow 
their slaves to learn to read 01· to write on pain of the sla\·e 
bt·ing visited wit.h the se,·erest punishment, and the master 
himself being reduced to slave1·y. 

About the same period a law was passPd, prohibiting the 
people from attending divine worship, keeping the Sahhath, 
reading the scriptures and from even thi11ki11g of religious 
subjects. It was del'lared that the transg-ression of this law 
would be punished by the death of the offenders, the con­
fiscation of their properly, and if man·icd, the ~la very of their 
wives and chilth-eu. They were likewise commande,I to accuse 
themselves and to girn up all 1·eligiuus books in their posses­
sion, aucl were fiued and degraded in rank acl'Or<liug t,, the 
extent . they hacl follo,red the instrnctions of the Missionaries. 

"Among others, a ,Jist.inguished Christi:111 fem:ile. Rafaravavy, was in 
great dnnger of losing he1· life. An ac,·11sation was laid :igai11st l1<•r 
before the government hy some of ht'r slaves, of he1· l1111·ing nhsel'vt'd the 
Sahhath, retained and 1·ead a 1!opy of th1> scl'iptures, arul 110,nersed with 
Rome of her companions on relip{ious ,mbjects. These wne the crimes 
lai,I to he1· charl(·e. Siu• ,leuied not, hnt confessed the trnth of tl,e ;iccu­
i;atio•1. In ,la iii• prospect of 1lt>:1th, she then 1·emarke1l to a hel11\'1•d 
frirncl, to wl11:i11 she was accustome<I amidst rnutu:il tears to po11r out 
tl,~ feeling·s 11f her heart, that ;is to he1· lifo, slie felt inililfo, ent; that. if 
l1€r hloo,l "t're to he sht>1l on the la11il, she trusteJ it might he the 
means of ki11.Jling such a feelinl!,· of interest in Madagascar ;is should 
ne,·t>r he Px t inguished. Di,I not the Saviour forewarn ui:;, said she, that 
we shoulll i11cur the hit Ired of all men for his sake? The Son of G,"l has 
died in 0111· ,stem!, and lh:it will sh01·tly reJeem us from all ou.- snfft-rings. 
I k11ow in whom I have helievecl; all(! though my hlood ltt' sht'd, the 
wonl of God must pruspe1· in this country. She ad1le1l, with ,!!real feel­
ing, Prar for me. that if it lw the Lord's will I shonl,1 suffer now, that i,e 
wonl<l hke my soul to himself; hut that, if J am sparecl, I may li"e more 
than ever to his gfory. Nothinj! irrievt'd her, she rt>rnarked. ~" much as 
the spiritual state of those arunrHI her; and the irnmeiliatt> prospPct of 
nmrtyrdom itself appeitrcd less painful to he1· than seeing all her connex­
ions living in wickedness. 

"The queen did not, at that time, think fit to inflict on her the punish­
ment of dt'ati,. She was condemned to pay a tine, t>qnivalent to half the 
amount of he1· estimated value, if sold into slavery, and was Re\'erel)' 
threatened, and warne1I that though he1· life was spare,l. she should he 
ta11ght a lesson not to ti-ille with the edict of the queen. Sca1·cely co11ld a 
more strikinir example of Christian forgiveness and meekness he found in 
all the records of the ch11rch, than she displayed on this tl'ying occasion 
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to,rnnls lH,r al'cnsers. Shr so11gl1t Divine mercy on their helialf, earnestly 
:nlmonishe1l them, affectionately prnyed with them, sought to lead them 
to repentance, and e111\eavourec\ to direct them to the Saviour." 

The christians now met i11 places of concealment, in their 
own houses, ancl on the Sal>hath i11 ca,·erns among the rocks, 
in the rerl:'sses of forests, ancl on the s1m1mits of mountains. 
111 these meetings they enjoyed much of the uivine vresence, 
and delightful fellowship with each othrr. Though strictly 
watched, 110 infringement of the uujnst edict of the Queen 
was discovered till the last Sabbath in the 111011th of July 01· 

the first in August. They were then seen engaged in reading 
the Scriptures and in social worship, on the summit of a 
mountain, at a short distance from the capital. 

" The premises of the suspected parties were searched, fo1· the purpose 
of finding ground of accusation against them, and a l,ox of books, 
11amely, copies of the scriptures and other Christian publications, that 
had been 1-si,·<•11 hy the l\lissiouaries, being found buried near the house of 
that 1'nii11e11t Christian lbs:ilama, sl:e was apprehended and imprisoned; 
ht•r l1o!lse, he1· e11tin• proprrty, was 11iven UJJ to plunder, her person 
H'Cun·d, ;,nd l1cr hands and feet loaded with heavy iron rings. She was 
llll'nan,tl in , :,in during a prriod from eight to ten clays, to incluce hl'r lo 
inq1<'arh hc1· ('ompa11io11s. She 1·emained firm, a11d perfectly comp_osed; 
a11<I \\ilS put to death hy sp,·ariug on the Uth of Aug·ust, Ji,i37. 

"She was womlerfully s11pported to the IHst moment of her life. No 
frat11rc in hl'1· Christian character appears to have heen more distinctly 
manif,,~ted than l1n steadfastnes,; a11d fidelity e\'en to the death. 
,\ltho11gh th1· ,p1ct•n forbade her, she did pray, even when in irnns; 
aml ,·011ti1111,•<l to preach Christ to the officers an,1 to the crowd that 
followed l1er fur nearly three-•111arters of a mile, from the place of public 
i·ornlc11111ation to the pliH·e of common execution. Here she co11ti1111t•,I 
to pray and rxhort all arnund hel' to helieve in Jesus Christ, even till 
the execution,,r·s spear, thrnst through her body, deprived her of the 
1Iower of uttl'r~nce. 

"Nevt•r i11 tl,e a11nals of th1• ch11rch dicl a Christian martyr suffer from 
moti,·es more pure. si111ple, allll unmixed with eai·tlily alloy. She had 
nc•ver h<•anl of :,ny after glory of niartynlom 011 earth. No external 
sple1,,l1111r ha<I been cast ;1ro11nd tl1e rnhject in her mincl, by rea,ling any 
li\'PS of martyrs. All wns lo her obloquy aud contempt. If the blond 
"f the martyrs be the seecl of tl,e Church, we may trust Rasalnma "ill 
not ha\·e ,lied in vain. She diecl <lirectly and exclusively in defence of 
the Gospel. 

"Fifteen others ha\'e heen apprehended, and con,lemnecl to the utte1· 
and final loss ofliherty, nc1·er to he redeemed hy their friends; and with 
the further slil'ulation that, if transfened to other masters, it shall he 
on the condition of their being compelled to lahour from morning to 
11 i..-ht to the utmost limit of their strengtl1. Their property has also 
lll';II 'confiscated; of those who were married, their wives and children, 
whethH profossinl( Ch_rbtia~iity or nut, lrn1·e also l.'e~n reduced to slaver_v, 
hut with the 1111t11(allnl! c1rc11msta11ce of perm1ss10n to be 1·ede<'med. 
The total 1111111her thus aJfocted is said to amount to nea.-ly oue hun1lrecl.'' 

The last acco1111b hru11ght. i11tclligc11ce of a11otlicr female 
having hecn crucifi1·d, and com,iderahle n11111bt'rs havi11~ had 
ncc11satio11:,; prcfern:cl ugaimt thl'111. Though the statt· of i\la. 
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tlagascar is cxccedi111,!ly dist1·cssing, it dol';; not justify fel'li11gs 
of dcspondl'ncy, lrnt lcan•s e11courageme11t fo1• the f'xerl'ise 
of hope. The Christian religion is i111pcri)d1aule: it has stood 
with the 1111yieldi11g- lir11111css of a rock the attacks of Por­
phyry and ,j11lia11, ·.111d of othel' ll'g-ions of foes that have fol­
lowed in the train of these distinguished a<lvel'sal'ies. Tyrants 
and persecutors, hypocrites within and avowed enemies with­
out, thougl1 arrayed against it like so many fiend:., have hee11 
1111ahle to destrny it. In vain therefore do the kings of the 
(!arth SC't the111sch·cs, and rnlcl's take couusel togethel', against 
the Lol'd, and against his anointed. 'l\uth must prevail and 
1\la<lagascar be a pol'tio11 of the Saviom's spiritual dominio11s; 
he must have given unto him the heathen f01· his inheri­
tance and the uttel'most parts of the earth fo1· his possession ; 
for sooner shall the heavens pass away than the ceclarations 
of Jehovah fail. Should man, as the Mornvian Greenland 
Missionaries said, eve1· lose his road, let him never lose his 
faith in God. 

If, howen•r, a people ever required the sympathies and 
prayers of the church Lhe brethren and sistt-ns in Madagasca1· 
at present especially 1wed them. 

Deprived of theil' pa~to1·s whom govemment has compelled 
to lem·e the country, they are left as sheep without a shepherd 
a prey to the dnouririg wolf. Yet enlightened and sa11cti­
fied by di\'i11e gr,tce they stand forth as witue,;ses of Jl'sus 
not knowing what may befall them. May their faith fail 
not, and grace be give11 them commensurnte to the ueccssities 
of theii- day. 

8cRl'TATOR, 

Jflfef'Jion;ii·y nnlr JleHg-ilntfi lnttlligencr. 

1.-:\11ss10N.\IIY AND EccJ,FSHSTIC,lT, l\lol'i:AIFNT,<, 

J)11ri11:r tl1<i la,t month th<> following i\l inisters am! :\li,sionaries ha1·e 
left for E11rop,•. Tl,e lt~v. ,v. 0. Ruspini: JlP.v. A. Garstin. M1·s. Gar­
~tin arul .-l1ild1·1•11 ; Rev. ,v. Buyers, ;\Jrs. Uuyers anti familr; Rev. R. 
Bayne, i\lr,, Barne arul fa111ilv.-The He,•. I\Jes,rs. ltohe.-tson and 
llai,•ruan, furm~rfy clr,q,lains 1•11 this establishment, have rt>lirecl from tire 
senice.- '1' e rt>i;-ret to announce the death of :\'lrs. Thomas, the wife of 
tl11• llt>v. J. Thomas, of tire Uaptist ;\Ji,~ion in this city; she died on the 
rnorninl( of the 2:ll'(l ult. after a few !lays' illness. He1· t>IHI was peace. 
!\lay the Lord sustain out· Baptist fri,·n<ls unde1· these quickly sncct>ssive 
lwre," ements.-\Vi, are confident mauy of 0111· friends will rejoice to hear 
of tire complete n•storation to health of our l'Xcelleut friend ;\Jt-s. Lyons, 
fornwrly of Banaras; tl,rough God's mercy sire is quite 1·estored.-We 
are J,al'Pl' to learn that the American F1eewill Uaptist Mission in Ol'issa, 
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has heen ~trt'ng-thened hj• the anival of the Rev. P. Bacht>lor mu] wife; 
IO!!t'llier ll'illi ;\Ji,s ( 'ununin~•. who is designed for natil'e female ed11ca-
1i,',11, .\:ay \Ill')' lie lo11g· spare,! to lii·e and lahor in thi;; dark rt>gion. 

2.- NEw Pi,;1110D1cAr.s. 

The l:ist ft,w "c,,\,s lia\'C bt>l'II sin1,:ularly prolific in prospl'ctuses fo1· 
II!'\\' pt•riudie:ils, l,0111 in this mul the 11,•i!(hhouring· pt't'si1le11cies. In Cal­
cutt., 1hr, l11d,a11 ,llii-rol', to he co11duc1ed hy E;,st Indian youth, for their 
,,sp(•t:tal a,lrnntag-1'. The Weekly ]ntel/1gencer, the property of a native and 
to 1,., e,lite,l hy a hanist,•r of the S11prt'111e Court," ith what. special objt'ct 
we l,now not: anti one or two others uliich we anticipate will 11evt'1' see the 
lii:rl,t. At M:ulrns the .JV11lit>e luterpl'1dn·; and at llomliay the Native's 
.Frir11d. All excPpt the /11/e/li,q1mcer hal'e appeared. The lndian ,lfin·or 
is much of 1he ,ame school as the Emln·yo. The Editor should eschew pPr­
boualitv aml ll'l'iting 11onst'n-e in the form of gallantry aho11t the fair 
sex. Verses on foiled 11t>d-erch1t>fS, by the applicatio11 of Eau tie Cologne, 
:,1111 storit's like the Forlorn Maid, can have no tP11<lt>nc1' to ele\'ate 1111d 
i11qi1·ov1• the mi 1111. They arn too much in the Castle ;,f Otranto style 
-which it is 1,v no means rlt>sirahle to n,vive. Let the Editor, who craves 
lt>11itl', set>k to ;11,t ruct : 11the1· pfforts must fail. The Madrns periodical we 
lra1·p· 11ot st>,·11. The Bombay N11tive'& Friend is unde,· the managPme11t of 
D1·. Wilsu11. which i~ a sufficient guarantee for its 1·espectability and useful. 
11t>,s. Surell' 11'1! li:l\'e now in 0111· Hurkaru&, Engli,Yhmen, Cow·iers, Stara, 
1',,[e.1eopPs, 1i:rirrors, CJl>&e1·vers, ]i,/el/,gencers, Fritnds, lnterprders, Advo­
C!lfP& and the like, an ample means for satisfying the cravin11s of every class 
of the comm1111it y. Our wish in fact is from the 111any stars, &c. one bright 
sun mi~ht lit! formed-l•11e compendious R'eekly or bi.weddy paper iu 
"l,ich the tal,·11t, of th~ whole might be combint>d, This is a tlesid,·raturu 
yet in our perio'ih-al liternture. 

3.-lh-OPlNING OF THE BAPTIST CHAPEL, 

The Circular H,i~rt liaptist ChapPl was re.ope11e<l fur Di,·ine worshi11 011 
Sabl,atli the 13th of S~pt,•mhl'r. The sen'ice in the morning was cou. 
d11ct,•1l bv the Rev. J. ~lar.1l11nald, aud that in the evening hy the Hev. \,V, 
Yatt's, ·Th,· Cl,apl'I hils llt'ell materially eularge,I and improl'ed. May 
the Lord make it tlw birth-place of many gouls. 

4.-,\NNJ\'l::RSARY OF LA l\1ARl'JNIElll,;, 

The Annual Sermou connected with this Institution wa~ preached 
before the governors, ft-ier11ls and 11upils of thll Institution 011 Tuesday 
the 15th ult. by the Rev. J. Charles, D. D. The subject, The fear of the 
Lon.I essential to the happiness of youth. The sermon was one of Dr. 
Charles' best efforts aud well calculated, unde1· the Divine blessing, to 
pl'Oduce the most ~alutary effects. Afte1· Divine Service the pupils we1·e 
1·,•g·aletl a111l the prizes awarded. Sir Edward Hyan addressed the young 
people iu a brief but appropriate speech. The memory of the founde1· was 
pledgt'tl in flowing bowls, and the party separated highlv delighted with 
the engagements of the morning. • 

5,-NEw \Vonxs IN BENGALI, 

Since our last two new works, translations, have issued from the press­
the one a trnnslation of .Ual'shman'a Hiato1·y of India, 11111\ the othe1· 
l'leuaing Stories, being translations from the popular tales of the Persian 
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into Hengnli, hy ~lr. G. Gnllowny. Both the works nre hi1,1hly creditable 
to the 1111tlwrs, and we trnst they will hnve II wide circulation. Ho11e 
lit"gi11s to dawn 1111011 the prospects of the ma8ses in I 111lia ; for not only 
will they he taught to read, 1,ut they will be pwvitled with Romething lo 
read worthy of thl!ir attention. May such works b·! speedily multiplied. 

6.-THE TELESCOPE. 
The secorHI number of the T,,Ze.1·cope has ma,le its appPamnce. It is not 

infnior to tl,e first; hut the Editor will do well to add a little of some­
wh;ot lighter thouµ·h nut less iuslructive mattn. \Ve are truly happy to 
witness t h« good feeling with which the appt'arance of our new brother 
J,as hel'u hailtid by the almost uni versa I pres~. The circulation of 
the fii-ot number 11e are happy to say has exceeded the impression. 

7.-THE CEYLON MAGAZINE. 
A new periodical has heen started at Ceylon 11nde1· the superintendance 

of st'1°ernl of the liternti of the spicy island. The first numhe,· indicates 
the promise of much clu~ice and instructive matter. It is to be deroted to 
l',•ligious, scientific a11d literary subjects. \Ve cordially recommend it to 
1111 our readas as a miscellauy e1·e1·y way worthy of their patrnnage. 

8.-THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTE. 
A new and anomalous Society has been formed in this city during the 

fast few days by the Romanists. It is called the Catholic ln.~titute and i;; 
under lay dir,•ctioo. The ohject of the SociPty is the defence of pope1·y 
1111cl papists from perserutin,Q Protestants. The establishment of the Insti­
tute lias given rise to a good deal of angry discussion amongst thP Ro­
manists. The authority of the Vicar Apostolic has heen denied by the laity, 
the clergy ><re divi,led and condemning each othe1·, the whole giving 
striking evidence of the disunion of the infallibly united Church. The 
dispute is not only hetwPen the Vicar Apostolic and a portion of the laity, 
\Jut with the Jesuits of St. Xavier's. 

9.-Tiu: Cuuacu M1ss10NARY SocIETY. 
The Rev. l\Jr. Vors, Secreta1·y to the Church Missionary Suciet.y, at a 

meeting uf the clergy in Dublin, statecl that the laity would hitve nu fu1·­
ther management in the affairs ecclesiastical of the Society, and that the 
Committee had determined to discontinue the employment of Lutheran 
Missionaries and catechists, hoth of which have merely been employed 
from necessity in the less favort'd days of the Church. At the same time 
he stated that the Lutherans had bel'n signally blessed hy Go1l, and that 
the decision would not affect present incumuents. Mr. Vors furthPr 
8tated that the Church of England in her whole capacity was not and 
could not be Missionary, inasmuch as the decisions of one diocese had uut 
been and could not be binding on another. 

10.-THE C:uuROH OF ScorLAND. 
The Church of Scotland possesses not a fl!w spirits who have not dl!filed 

thei1· gannents, but who stand erect for Christ and his truth. The last 
decision of the Assembly was, that it was deemed desirable to pt!tition 
againijt Lord Abe1·dee11's panacea fo1· all the ills of the Chu1·ch, which 
11111ounts to its rejection liy the majo,·ity should it pass. We rejoice to 
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find amiclst the almost gPneral wreck of nilill'iou~ principle in this agP of 
1·1111ct.>ssio11, that there are to he fo1111d men who will he 110 partiPs to the 
l,11 i lcl ill!(" up of a tPmple composed oft he hay and stul,hll' of the wod<l, in,te:,<l 
of the fine i?"old of the tempi,• alorrn. l\la}' (;0<1 in his mercy npholrl his 
~c>rvants in tht>ir fi,lelity. Sinct' tl,e ahove was pt>tlllt!d we learn that 
Loni,\ lwr,lPt>ll has witl1<lrawn his hill owing· to the opposition it wa~ likely 
to excite. 

11.-Rt:vrnw OF TnE CooLY RFPORT. 

"' e are ol,liged to ,lefer the continuation of the Rt>vic>w of th,• Coolv 
R,•port in the prese11t n11mbe1· owing to the le112:th to which it will 11ecp;_ 
~arily extend and the press of other matter. ,ve hopP. to place the whole 
he fore our rea<lers either in our next, or in an rxtra intl' rmediate number. 

12.-T,rn CATHEDRAL ANO THE CounT OF D1nEcTons. 

The Court of Directors have autborize,l the Go,·ernor General in 
Council t,, make o,·er to the Bishop one lakh a11<l a half of ru11ees, on th,• 
i:round that the huilding be erected, owing to the need of church room in 
Calcutt I\, 

13.-Nrw ,vonK ON INOJA. 

A new work has arrh·e,l in this country, entitle,! Letters on ln.d-irl, &c. 
hy the Hev. ,v. Buyers, Banarns. \Ve have lwd no time as yet to peruse 
the wol'k. Frnm a glance at the conteuts it appears to treat briefly on 
all the suhjects which have occupied the attention of the Church in ln,lia. 
Like our perio,licals, works 011 India appeai· to be thickening upon us. 
lmlia will 110 longer be !L terru incugflila to thl' English peoplt'. 

I t.-T,m Du'RGA' Pu'JA '. 

The horril,lc festidties co1111t>cte1l with this lihiclinou;; pt1jli are close 
at han,1. ,ve r,otice the111 si111ply to r,·fresh the memories of our Cl11·i,­
tian rea<lers that any atten<l~nce 011 the uacl,p;; is a positivc, sanction of 
all the abominations connecte,l with the pu_ja, and we ,•11treat them to let 
neither curiosity 11or love of the marvellous, 1101· the wily or cring­
ing solicitation of ,..,al thy b,1bus se,luce ll1t~m from the path of Christia11 
i11tPgrity and rectitude; but rather let them hear the voice of Him who 
J,ath said, "Co111e out from among them, and be ye sepa~·atP., and touch 
uot the unclean thinl!;; a11d I will 1·eceil'l! rou, and will he a FatliCI" 1111to 
you, and ye sh:,ll he my sous 111111 d;iugl,iers, saith the Loni Almightr," 
Since this ,ms in t.ype we have received a letter on the suhject from 
"A Strange,·,'' which II ill 1,e fu1111d in anothet· page. 

15.-JLumi'-•'-T A'r.n1 Z.,nTH L'StrT. 

Onr re:ulers will ohserve, 11nde1· the head of the N:itive·s Friend, a 
notice of the Tiilim-i-Zartliusht, lately publishe<l by a l\lohetl, und1n· the 
auspicE:s of the Parsi Pa11cliayat. Pr. \\"ilson proposes immediately 
to commence a 1·eply ; an<l it is hope1l that the arrangements fot· its 
publication both in English and Gujarathi will he intimated in our next 
1111mber.-Homb11:1J Christian Spr,ctator. 

16.-Cuuncn ANO M1ss10N ON MAeA'BAr.t!:snwAa. 
Frnm a very interesting- sketch of l\lahahaleshwar from the pen of l\li;s 

Emma Roberts, and puhlished in a late numher of the Unite<l Sen-ice 
Gazette, we extract the following notice. 
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" The hnilding of a Ch111·ch on these wild hills is the mo1·e impol'tant, 
since l\lahahaleshwal' has long heen a stroni;hold of supel'stition, the tem­
ples in the 1wighbo111"ing village hearing the name, atlrncting nun1t•1·ous 
pilgl'in1~, while the rivers that ha,·e their sources in the rocl<y cliffs, are 
estt'en11•1I peculiarly ~acl'etl. ,\ sanguine minll cannot, without the gl'Cat­
est dillicultv, l'epress the hope, that the example 11ffonled hy the Chl'is­
tia11 eomm11°nit.y at i\lalcolm l'etl, the charities that they bestow, all() the 
lucrnti\'l' t'lllployment they afford to numerous lahourers will exert a 
salutary influence o,·e1· the 111i11d, of the people, gratlnally wl'aning them 
from those 1leba~ing superstitions which at present so effectually prevent 
all imprn,·ement in theia- moral, as ll'ell as their spiritual condition. In 
ai,I of this good cause then• is a small missionary establishment at l\lal-
1:01111 l'ett, "hich cannot he spoken of in terms of too hi~h encomium. 
The Rev. ;'\lr. Gra,·es, a11d his wife, who belo11g to the :\lahratta A111eri­
ca11 :\lission, established in llomhay, hal'e won for themselves 1he res1iect 
anti esteem of el'ery b1·anch of the community. Tolerant, hopeful, zeal­
ous, a11d untiring, despite of many 1lisappointme11ts 11ml hindrnnces, they 
1·011tinue with unabating· assiduity their lahou1· of love, deeply regTetting, 
yet n .. n,1· sinkins\· nn«lt'r the a,ll'erse circum~tances which retard their 
j,rogress. Notwi·ll,standing the slender natu1·e of the 11ecunia1·y 1·eso11rces 
at her command, :\Jrs. Ura\'es has rather a considerable school under her 
immediate snpHintendance, composed of the children of poo1· 111•ople 
J,.,[011gi11g- to the ueighhouring villages whom she boanls a11d e1lucates. 
i\lanv aml sel'ere are her trials, for even he1· activity and ceaseless care, 
ea1111;,t alw")'S pre1·ent the influence of bad exmvle from exercisin,\· an 
injurious effect upon young minds. Frequently ,he finds that her ta,ks 
must commence anew, that there is a danger, when removed from her 
eve, of lier pupils relapsing into idolatry, or of contracting habits at 
v:1riance with the precepts nhich she has inculcated. Ne1·ertheless, 
though 1listres:;ed, she is uot dishearteneJ, patieutly persevering in 
defiance of en!ry difficulty, and rejoicing ove1· every cil'cumstance which 
pro111iscs to render her exertions for the welfare of others ultimately suc­
l't'ssful. l\lr. Graves, though suffering from faili11g health, is eq1rnlly 
e11ergetic aml unwearie1I in the cause. II e is to he seen in the bazar 
talking· mihly to the people, aud distriliuting· translations of the Scrip­
tu1Ts. lie attends 1he jail, visits the poor, and expounds the principles 
of the Christian reliAion at his own house, to those who are inclined to 
li~tPn to him lie often collects a congreg·ation amounting to fort,, per­
so11s, tl'Usti11g that the seed thus sown will in time produce fruit, :11,;I that 
if now afraid to r~cko11 too confidently upon many convenions, he may 
feel assure~! ~hat :!1use who have openly emlirnced the Christian 1·eligion, 
;are tl'Ue d1sc1ples. -lbtd. 

17.--LETTER FROM GREECE. 

The fullowiug lettel' will he interesting· to those of our readers who 
feel an i11terest in the religious welfare of Greece. 

The Rev. Dr. King-, in a lette1· to a frierul in this city, dated Athens, 
July JO, 1839, gives the following interestini:· information.-,V. Y. Olis. 

•· I have the pleasure now to inform you, that last Sunday, for the first 
time. I had divine service in my new school house a11d chapel, aml that I 
had upwards of ~tJl-'P-ll/.lJ hearers, all G1·eeks, except the Hev. I\lr. Benja­
mi11, a1ul two members of my own family. The large upper morn, in 
which I had my service, though Vl'l'Y plain and simple, is considered very 
heautiful. Into the court of the housn I have ope11ed a large gate, whid1 
I call the 'beautiful gate,' and o,·er 1d1ich I had placed, the 4th of J uh-, 
tl,e marlile which l had placed just seven years pl'evious 01·e1· the gate of 
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tl1P pl:1ce where I then intemfod to build my school house, and on which 
is inscrihed in lireek, P111LADF.LPH1A, (Brotherly lo,·e.) 

It so happened in 1832 that the marble was put up over the gate. the 
4th of July, and it so happrned now, that the gate of the court of this 
building, was finished on the -t.th of July, the same day, and I bt>lieve 
the snme hour of the day-and just se,·en years from the time of it!I 
h:l\·ing been put up over the othel' icate. So that I may say it has heen as 
long in huildin1t as Solomon's Temple was, ,i.nd yon kno,v I said to you, 
in a letter some m,onths since, that it woulcl be about so long, though I 
di,I not think that it would then take so long to finish it as it has. 

I did not tmploy many workmen at the same time, because they could 
not work to advantage, and l wished to expend the fund in as ecouomi. 
cal a ma1111e1· as possihll', I do not knmv precisely how much I have 
spent in finishing the building. hut I know, that I have spent considera­
bly more than the one thousand dollars which you sent me-probably one 
hundred and jift.1/ more. It is a great joy to me to have such a pl11ce for 
11uhlic worship, and in all prnhahility, many more will attend than 1vould 
have attend<"il in my own JJri,·ate house. 

During- the last six montl1s, I have sol<l and distribut~rl gratis, up­
wards of lwe11t_11-seven tho11saml copit>s of the Sc1·iptures, scho11l hooks :rnd 
religious tt·acts; more, [ helie,·e, tlian I have ever before distrihuted in 
the same ~pace of time, since I came to Greece. B,uter·s Saints' Rest is 
no\V printing in Modem Greek, and will, I trust, he finished this 1)1011th. 
It is about two.thirds printed. A wide door is opened he1·e for printing 
the tracts and books of the Americ:m Tract Society, aud I hope you will 
give us lllrge means. 

Thel'e are now several of your authorized books and tracts which 
ou:.:ht to he reprinted in i\lodem Greek, hut which we cannot think of 
doing unless you gi\'e us aicl. I miirht mention the Mother at llome, 
Rewards of DrunkPnness, Snipt111·e Histories, Little Ann, !'en Com. 
ma11dme11ts, &c., of which we need to print at least fi,·e thousand copies 
of each. Books, you see, are called fol'. Twrnty-srrert tlwus,md co11ies 
in six months is no small matter, and the dl'piit must he rnpleuished, 01· 
it will soon be empty. \Ve ha,·e a very good mill, and plenty of grain; 
but the wheels will not turn without water: and I am waiting for you to 
hoist the g~te and i.rive us a good stream, so that many hungry, starving 
sonls may he fed with the bread of life. 

With best regal'lls to Mrs. H. I remain, as eve1•, 
Yours truly, 

Jorus K1No. 

}8.-OBLIOATION TO PREACH TO THE HEATHEN', 

Our sprculations re!!'arding the final destiny of tl,e heathen ought ne. 
ver to influence our conduct towards them, in :rny way tending to render 
us less ze~lous fur their salrntion. \Vere we even sure that they "·ould 
occupy thrones in hea\'en, or pass, hy an imperct>ptihle transition, from a 
state of consciousness into the calmest sleep of oblivion, it ,~ould he ju~t 
a• much our duty to lahour for their conversion as of those who see in 
e,·ery pa/!an the snhject of an inevitahle condemnation. The recoirnition 
of the n1oral righteonsne~s of God, exalted, as it is, hy the atonement of 
th~ cros~, by n Chl'istian cntechumen in a pagan countl'y, one prayer of 
faith offered to thf' Supl'eme Being, throug-h the merits of Christ, hy such 
an iruli\'irlnal, is of infinitely more ,·alue than all our theories ns to the 
final destiny of those who live and die in inrnluntary ignorance; as practi­
cal chal'ity transcends sulJtle and ingenious s11ec11lation.-STEELE. 




