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CALEGUTTA
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

New Series, Vor. I1. No. 16,—Owp SerIts, VoL, X. No. 107,
APRIL, 1841.

1.—The late Meld at Allahabad.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer,

DEeARr Sigs,

I had the pleasure of attending the great Hindu mela late-
ly held at Allahabad. From notes written on the occasion 1
have drawn up a journal for transmission to the directors of
the Society with which I am connected. In former years very
interesting notices of this meld have appeared in your perio-
dical. It has struck me that my journal might not be unac-
ceptable to your readers. I have therefore transcribed the
greater part of it, and now send it to you for publication, if
you see meet. The scenes I have endeavoured to describe
were such as I shall never forget. The attention with which
the gospel was heard by multitudes afforded to those engaged
in preaching to them no ordinary delight and encouragement,
and inspired them with the soul-stirring hope, that the time
is fast approaching, when idolatry shall utterly perish in this
land, and the cause of Christ appear every where trinmphant,
I trust the account now sent will prove interesting to your
readers, and show how our hopes are sustained amidst the
discouragement, arising from the very limited success we are
able to report of actual accessions to the cause of Christ.

Yours truly,

Benares, 27th Feb, 1841. J. K.

The 14th and 15th of January were spent in travelling to
Allahabad. As I travelled I met an immense number of pil-
grims, who were returning after having bathed on the Sakrant,
(one of their great days, when the sun enters a new sign,) and
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198 The late Meld at Allakabad. [AprIL,

were proceeding towards Benares, to perform their ablutions
there, and present their offerings in its famous temples. These
people have a piece of wood over their shoulder, to the ends of
which baskets are attached, in which they carry the water of
the Ganges. These are often adorned with peacocks’ feathers,
and small flags. They have likewise a number of little bells,
which constantly send forth their tinkling sound. By means
of these they suppose they are secure from the tigers and
wild beasts, which prowl in the jungly region, through which
their way lies to Baijnith. These people are for the greater
part most comfortably though plainly clad, and I was not
asked for alms by a single one. Their comfortable appear-
ance, and their travelling without begging cannot be well un-
derstood at first, as their appearance though comfortable in-
dicates them to belong chiefly to the labouring classes, and
as it is plain that by many of them months must be spent on
their pilgrimage. The difficulty is explained by the fact that
they are deputed by their richer neighbours, who furnish them
with the requisite supplies for their journey. The persons
who depute and support them are supposed to be thus secur-
ing for themselves nearly as large a stock of merit, as the
personal performance of the so-called holy rites could impart.
Many go to Hardwir, and taking the water of the Ganges
from that sacred place mix it with the water of the Ganges as
it joins the Jamna at Allahabad. They then proceed to Be-
nares,where they bathe, and perform certain ceremonies. From
this city they proceed to Baijnith in the direction of Calcutta,
and pour the water they have carried so great a distance on
an image of Mahideo, (i. e. the great God, as Shiva is general-
ly called.) This is thought to be an extraordinary act of me-
rit. The practice is founded on a story, which is too filthy
to be related. Many thousands of the middle-aged and
strong-bodied men of the country are thus engaged during
the best months of the year. They belong to various castes,
but brihmans are of course most highly esteenied by their
employers. During the whole of my journey to Allahabad,
these people lined the road. Often did my heart rise to
heaven in their behalf, that they might abandon their toil-
some pilgrimages, and idolatrous services, and betake them-
selves to the great Saviour of our lost world. When I got on
the 15th to the bank of the Ganges, I saw in the distance the
Fort of Allahabad, which is built at the junction of the two
rivers, and iinmediately under it I saw numerous flags, indi-
cating the scene of the meld. 1 had not a little anxiety at
the view of the great work in which with others I was to be
there engaged, arising from my limited acquaintance with the
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language, and likewise from the peculiarly hostile attitude to
the truth I have seen idolaters take on similar occasions. 1
tried to cast my care on Him who can dissipate the thickest
darkness that ever covered the human mind, and can subdue
the greatest obduracy that ever set itself against his word ;
and who is likewise ever ready to impart wisdom and strength
to those who go forth in his cause depending on his aid.
May many of these deluded people, who have come hither
in the service of Satan, receive that truth, which alone can
make them free, and here become the servants of the Living
God!—Crossed the Ganges on a bridge of boats. A similar
bridge Government has recently erected over the Jamna.
These erections are very convenient for travellers.

Jan. 16th. I was very happy to hear from Mr. W. that
the people at the mela had this year listened with great at-
tention to the preaching of the gospel, and that there was
every prospect of our having a delightful season. I was hap-
py to learn that the Priagwils, as the brahmans ave called, who
are attached to this place, and who are notorious for their en-
mity and virulence against Christianity, had this year given
very little trouble. With one exception, when Mr. W. was
going through the meld distributing tracts, they had not
brought themselves into collision with any of the Missiona-
ries. It was with exceeding pleasure I heard an account of
a man who had been to all appearance deeply impressed with
the truth. This man had been observed to hear several hours
for some successive days. At length he said he should like to
know if Christ could pardon his past, as well as his present
sins—that he knew he had from his earliest years committed sin,
and required a Saviour who could pardon all his sins. The way
of salvation through the atoning blood of Christ was again ex-
plained, when he exlaimed, ¢¢ This is what I want, I havelong
thought these people (meaning the Pragwils) were telling lies,
when they said I could be saved by bathing in the Ganges. 1
will never go near them again—1I will now believe on Christ.”’
This man had come from a place near Sigar in central India,
a distance of, I suppose, tliree or four hundred miles. The
Missionaries wished him to stay to be further instructed, but
he said that the company in which he had come was now re-
turning—that he had left a wife and family, who would be an-
xious about him—and likewise that he was a zamindar, and
must go home to take care of his property. He was fur-
nished with the New Testament, the Psalms, and a store
of religious tracts, and every thing was done to impress
on his mind the truths to which he was so favorably in-
clined.

2p 2
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Jan. 17th, Sabbatk. 1In the evening preached in English in
the very neat Gothic chapel our American brethren have re-
cently erected.

Jan. 18th. After breakfast went to the meld. It is held in
aplain formed by the junction of the two rivers, This plain is
entirely covered with water in the rainy season. The distance
from the high bank of the river to the water’s edge is about a
mile, On the bank close to the road is erected the bungalow,
where the Government used to gather the pilgrim-tax. Hap-
pily a change has taken place—the accursed connexion between
Government and the idolatry of this place has ceased—and the
brihmans are left to mmanage affairs as they please. Three me-
14s have now been held without the eclat of state support and
state management. All the Company does is to send a police
force to prevent accidents from occurring. Would that of
every place in India, even now, this could be said! A connex-
ion so abhorrent to every Christian feeling, and to every dic-
tate of reason, must be sweptaway very soon by the Christian
spirit of England, in spite of the pertinacity with which in
certain quarters it is clung to, by interested parties. This shame-
ful connexion had never taken such deep root in the Beugal
as in the Madras Presidency, and hence the superior ease with
which it has been dissolved. Our best preaching station was
close to the bungalow, of which I have just spoken. A better
site could not have been chosen. The most of the people
going to the water, and returning from it passed our way,
while by having our station a number of yards from the road
a large congregation could stand, without obstructing the
crowd, which was thronging by. We had a small platform
on which there were chairs, and an awning above to pro-
tect us from the sun. Through the kindness of the magis-
trate, we had the use of the bungalow for our books and
tracts.—Mr. W. and I walked together through the meld to
the water’s edge. There are two great roads—one intended
for those proceeding to the water, and the other for those re-
turning from it—to prevent the danger and confusion con-
nected with such densc masses proceeding in the same road in
opposite directions. This salutary arrangement however was
not so much attended to, as it ought to have beeu, and thus
the difficulty of getting on was much increased. These two
roads were lined on both sides with tents, in which merchants
having all sorts of goods were engaged transacting business.
Looking at them one might suppose that this was a great
commercial gathering. These people were bent only on mo-
ney-making. Many were merely furnished with grain, for
which there was a great demand to feed so large an assem-
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blage. As we approached the river—at the end of the en-
campment of the merchants—we came to the place where the
supposed holy men, with whom this country swarms, had esta-
blished themselves. A more forbidding sight than these
bairdgis and sanyasis presented can scarcely be conceived.
Impiety and folly have surely produced their most finished
specimens in these men. What would be thought in England
of meu with long clotted hair—their bodies smeared over
with mud and cow-dung—unutterably abominable in their ap-
pearance—with scarcely a rag of clothing! Yet these are
the people whom thousands in this country worship! These
are the peculiar favourites of the gods! Alas! how dark
and besotted has the human mind become! We have only
mentioned the general appearance of these people. A con-
siderable number had ropes tied round their body, and had
a piece of wood peculiarly made, instead of clothing. Some
were in a state of shocking and shameless nudity, and these
were peculiarly honored. Men and women adorned them
with garlands—made the lowest obeisance to them, and pre-
sented offerings, while the wretched creatures thus honoured
did not condescend to take any notice of those who worshipped
them. Others were in the most unnatural and forbidding
postures, and these too were considered men of no ordinary
holiness. Under what a dreadful curse does this country lie,
in having thousands of those most competent to support
themselves abandoned to idlencss and vagrancy, under the
pretence of living a holy life! In a temporal view what an
incubus is such a body of men on the country! In a spiritual
view, how incalculable is the mischief they inflict! Govern-
ment cannot reach the evil. To the gospel is the honour re-
served of uprooting this, and the other innumerable evils,
which have grown so rankly in the soil of idolatry. After
leaving the bairagis, we entered by a broad gate-way on the
ground close to the junction of the rivers, where the Prigwils
and pandits had taken up their station. In this spot there
were numerous flags on the tops of high bamboos, which
coutained devices illustrative of the Hindu mythology, We
had now got to the water’s edge, and there we found an im-
mense multitude—men, women and children—bathing and
performing their ceremonies. When will the time come,
when they shall repair in equal numbers, and with equal
eagerness, to the fountain which has been opened for sin and
uncleanness, in the atoning blood of Christ !—After remaining
ashort time, we returned to the preaching place. Here we
found Mr. Mcl., an old venerable man, who has laboured be-
tween twenty and thirty years at Allahabad with great devot-
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edness. Here too I was happy to find Narapat, who had
just arrived from Benares. Other two native preachers were
likewise present. We all preached in turn to large and
attentive audieuces. I can scarcely give even a sketch of
what was said. The folly and wickedness of idolatry were
exposed—the vanity of expecting salvation by ablutions and
pilgrimages and offerings was laid open—the great doctrine
of salvation by the atonement of Christ, the Son of the Liv-
ing God, was explained—and the people were entreated to
abandon their false confidences, and trust in Jesus the only
Saviour. Very few were inclined to controvert what was said,
although it struck openly at the root of that system, in which
they had been nurtured, aund at the call of which they were
then assembled. The greater number seemed much pleased
with what they heard.

Jan. 19th. 1 went early this morning to the meld, and found
Mr. W.with several of the Native brethren there., The crowd
had evidently increased since the preceding day. When [ got
to our station one of the Native brethren was preaching. Then
Mr. W, read the 3rd chapter of Daniel, and commented on
the interesting narrative which it contains. This, with many
other portions of the Scriptures, comes home with peculiar
meaning to the Asiatic mind. When Mr. W. had finished,
Narapat gave a long and effective sermon from Matthew viii.
1—5, in which he very happily described the marks of spiri-
tual leprosy, and showed the people the impossibility of cure
till they applied to Christ. They listened with great attention,
and expressed their approbation of what was advanced. In
such a crowd, met in the very service of idolatry, 1 was asto-
nished to see no one coming forward to attack the truth.
The Prigwils and other disputatious brahmans, having found
how difficult it was to meet the positivns of the Missionaries
in former years, must surely now be determined to try what
an opposite course of procedure can accomplish. Their ab-
sence was a great comfort, as thus the people heard patiently,
and many of them gladly, the words of eternal life. When
Narapat had finished 1 preached from the parable of the
sower. The preaching was thus continued by the Missiona-
ries, and the Native brethren—when one was fatigued, ano-
ther immediately taking his place. The great fundamental
truths of Christianity were most prominently exhibited. Fre-
quently portions of tracts were read, and commented on. To
this when sparingly done I have no objection, but I like much
our honouring the word of God, by reading portions of it, as
the ground on which our addresses are founded. Returned
home, delighted with the attention which had been given—
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rejoicing that so many had heard that truth, by which they
may be saved, and fervently praying that God would snatch
these poor people as brands from destruction. When we were
leaving the mela, we saw two Prigwils contending who would
get a crowd of villagers just arrived to conduct them to the
river. These Prigwils travel for months through the country,
proclaiming the merit of bathing in Tribene, as the junc-
tion of the Ganges and Jamnais called, and using every
persuasive to induce the attendance of the people. Every
Pragwal considers himself to have a right to conduct those to
the water, and obtain their offering, whom he has induced
to come. Hence disputes occur among them.

Jan. 20th. Went to the meld after breakfast. The crowd is
still increasing. This has been a very delightful and encourag-
ing day. I am astonished at the attention given to the expo-
sure of idolatry, and the preaching of the gospel. One could
not have supposed it possible, that 1dolatry should be fully and
fearlessly exposed, (at this work our Native brethren are par-
ticularly happy) and a new doctrine, subversive of all their
former views, be proclaimed, and not a mouth be opened to
sustain the cause of Satan! Not only is opposition absent, but
every appearance of marked approbation is afforded. Many
stand with their attention undiverted by the passing throng,
during two or three successive addresses, with fixed eyes, and
apparently with fixed hearts. Surely God is about to arise
to establish in this land the kingdom of his grace. Mr. Mcl.
tells me that in former years, when any thing was said about
the ¢ Gangd Jamni jal’ (the water of the Ganges and Jamna)
as possessing no eflicacy to cleanse away sin, the indignation
of the hearers was at once excited, and they hurried away,
exclaiming that they could not hear any thing so wicked.
Now the folly of trusting in the water of the Ganges is ex-
posed—they are told in the plainest terms they may bathe in
Tribene for thousands of years, and not obtain the pardon of
a single sin—and yet no indignation is seen to arise, and rarely
does a word of disapprobation escape a lip. This is surely an
omen of coming prosperity to the cause of Christ. This is
surely a proof that idolatry is on the wane. Mr. S., the Bap-
tist Missionary of Benares, we were very happy to find, had
arrived the preceding day. There being now four Missiona-
ries, ready to take part in the services, and three native preach-
ers, we got a tent erected in the plain below, where the half
of our force might be engaged, while the others were employ-
ed in our first preaching station. In these two places preach-
ing was kept up from an early hour in the morning till
between four and five in the afternoon, with very little inter-
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ruption. Occasionally a few minutes intervened in distributing
Tracts and Gospels, to obtain which great eagerness was
evinced. Many heard several consecutive discourses. A great
variety of subjects was treated, topics of the greatest moment
obtaining the foremost place. What a precious season for
making known the Gospel! May we have hearts filled with
love and zeal—may we be enabled to preach energetically and
faithfully—and above all, may God himself by his Spirit crown
our labours with success ! All the brethren seemed encourag-
ed, and incited to the utmost effort, by the appearance of the
people. Returned in the afternoon after a laborious and de-
lightful day.

Jan. 21st. The crowd has greatly increased since yesterday.
From early dawn all the roads visible fromm Mr. W.s house
were filled with a stream of people proceeding towards the
junction. There was every indication of an unusually large
assemblage. From the mass of people filling up the way
we had considerable difficulty in getting to our station. Be-
fore beginning operatious for the day, walked together to the
water side. Devotees, in bands of four and five, were scattered
through the meli, singing as lustily as they could songs in
honour of their gods, and importunately begging alms from
the passers by. Cowries and rice were thrown on the cloth
they had spread before them, but I was astonished at their
poor success. If this were all their success in begging
through the country, their well-conditioned appearance should
soon depart, and their numbers should speedily decrease. It
is well known however that what does not proceed from the
spontaneous liberality of the people is extorted from their fears,
As we went on towards the junction of the rivers, we saw
the road so covered with hair, that scarcly a step could be
taken, without walking on it. Here and there large heaps
were collected. The brihmans and barbers seemed to be
reaping a harvest. When the meld was under the patronage
and direction of Government, the barbers were licensed, but
now they are permitted to practise their trade without any re-
striction. This shaving of the head is connected with vows
which the people make. When the vow, for instance of
bathing in Tribene and making certain offerings to the brah-
mans, is dischavged, then the head is shaved. In this, as
well as in many other customs prevalent in this land there is
much which bears a resemblance to the institutions of God’s
ancient people. This pleasing idea however is soon overcast
by the fact, that between the objects of their worship, there
is as great a difference as between light and darkness—as be-
tween heaven and hell ; and thus ceremonies, which in the
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one case when rightly considered were full of meaning, be-
come senseless and superstitious rites, fitted to excite our
pity. We could not get to the exact junction of the rivers,
from the numbers eager to bathe. The sight was very affect-
ing. Old men and women tottering on the brink of the grave,
and persons in the spring of life, with crowds of all interme-
diate ages, equally bound in the fetters of idolatry—equally
deluded to believe a lie! The poor simple villagers in groups
of ten and upwards, hand in hand lest they should lose each
other in the crowd, presented a piteous spectacle as they came
out of the water, and wended their way through the meld,
shivering in their dripping clothes. The brihmans were all
activity. After looking for a time in silence on the scene be-
fore us, at once so fitted to call forth our pity, and kindle our
zeal, we returned to the preaching stations. Notwithstand-
ing the apparent zeal of the people at the bathing ground,
the preaching went on most delightfully at our two stations,
with scarcely a show of opposition to the gospel. The
crowds who listened were large, and the attention was very
cheering. Many listened for hours, as if they had forgotten
the object for which they had come to Tribene. I also ob-
served some women present, apparently drinking in the words
of eternal life. This was a novel sight and an exceedingly
pleasing one.  Women have an immense influence in this
conntry, and very rarely are they accessible to the gospel.
The established customs of the country forbidding their ap-
pearance in public assemblies, they almost never hear the
truth, while by the influence they exert in private life they
do much to oppose its reception. The attendance of these
women was no doubt secured by the absence of discussion,
and by the excellent order we were able to preserve. The
impiety and folly of Hinduism were illustrated at great
length, particularly by the native brethren. We all felt the
inspiriting influence of the oceasion, and I believe preach-
ed with an energy and delight we had seldom previously
known. We should have had hearts of stone, had we re-
mained unmoved by the scene. Crowds of poor blinded
idolaters, many of them from distant provinces, who had
never heard the sound of the everlasting gospel before, and
might never hear it again—now apparently with intense an-
xiety and deep interest hearing that truth which can save the
soul—some of them in tears—and we privileged to declare the
truth to them ! If on such an occasion we could have re-
mained strangers to a holy excitement, we must either have
been very peculiarly constituted, or love to God could have had
no place in our bosom. The wind was high—it blew in our
VoL. II, 2
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face—the dust rose in clouds ; but we were too much taken up
with the delightful work in which we were engaged to heed
the little annoyance this occasioned us. In the forenoon I
saw a man—representing a numerous class we meet with in
India who suppose the Missionary has great influence with
magistrates and judges, and listen to him with much respect
to secure if possible through hiwm the favour of those in pow-
er. This man was in so approving a mood, that he could not
restrain his ““ sach sach,” at the end of a siugle senteuce.
I did not like his appearance, as I suspected he had some
sinister view. When 1 beguan to speak, I entreated him to
reserve his approbation to the close, as his constant speaking
disturbed me. This he tried to do—Dbut with difficulty from
the warmth and fulness of his approbation! When I had
finished, he came up to me and said I was a very holy man,
and that our religion would doubtless prevail. As 1 was so holy
a man he was sure I knew the judge—that he had been un-
justly deprived of his land, and wished me to intercede for
him. When I told him that I came to the country, not to be
a judge over them, but to preach the gospel—that I could do
nothing for him, he went quickly away. We were grieved to
hear that several lives had been lost, from the pressing of the
crowd at the bridge of boats across the Ganges. I cannot
learn the particulars.

Jan. 22nd. This day is the 15th of the Hindu month Migh,
and is called the Amawas—as indeed the 15th of every month
is called, This is a high day, and the crowd is immense. So
great a mass of human beings assembled in one place I never
saw before. Standing on the high bank, close to our chief
preaching station, we saw at once all the roads leading to-
wards the meld, the plain under the walls of the fort, and
the plain below stretching to the junction of the rivers. The
scene was very striking. Nothing was to be seen, in what.
ever direction the eye was turned, but a dense assemblage of
human beings. It is extremely difficult to form even a rude
guess of the numbers present. The calculations given dif-
fered very widely, One I heard reckoning the number so
low as 60,000, and another I heard making it so high as
600,000. I am much inclined to think that 250,000 is a very
moderate calculation—rather below than above the mark.
The general impression was that there were cousiderably few-
er present at this than at the preceding meld. All these
have immortal spirits—all these like us must dwell for ever
either amidst the joys of lieaven, or the torments of hell—
and all are yet wrapped in the gloom of heathenism! Yet
this is a small, small portion of the heathen population of our
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world. Millions are still sitting in the region of the shadow
of death. O that God might speedily arise, and send deliver-
ance for his own name’s sake! O that the time were arriv-
ed for knocking off the chains of Satan from willions of his
slaves !—Mr. W. and I walked together to a famous stoue
image of Hanimin—the monkey-god—immediately under
the walls of the fort. It is surrounded by a low circular mud
wall. In the rains, the image is covered with water. It lies
on its back, and notwithstanding the divinity which is said to
dwell in it, it does not attempt to move, when the water en-
croaches on it. When we were present, great crowds were
bowing down to it, touching with their foreheads, adorning it
with garlands, pouring the water of the Ganges on it, and
what I have no doubt was more acceptable to the brahmans
than every thing besides, laying their pice as offerings on its
huge body ! There was a marked diversity in the aspect of
the worshippers. The majority were as far from seriousness
as can be well conceived, they were light and thoughtless;
while others, especially the women, had quite a solemn and
serious look. The priests, who were gazing with apparent
delight on the number of pice, had quite a nercantile air.
There is nothing the appearance of the brahimans standing by
their images so quickly and surely indicates, as that the whole
is considered by them a profitable trade, which their worldly
wisdom will not allow them to abandon. There is nothing
more certain than that many of them have not the slightest
regard to their imaginary deities, and in others roguery and
superstition are strangely mingled, as history tells us has been
the case in every age of the world. I was told that formerly
the people used to put the pice in the mouth of this image of
Handman, and although it can neither stand, nor speak, nov
wallk, it soon managed to enlarge its mouth | —Preaching was
kept up with spirit, as on former days, although the noise of
the passers by, and the largeness of the crowd made speaking
very fatiguing. Many continued under the sound of the gos-
pel for two or three hours. There was not however I thought
such fixed attention as on the previous day, and there was on
several occasions a disposition shown to controvert what was
said. 'The first lengthened discussion I heard since coming to
the mela took place this day. On former occasions remarks
were made and questions asked, but not a few of them were
of a pleasing kind, and scarcely any interruption of the
preaching occurred. Now however a lengthened and unprofit-
able discussion arose, and as the result of it, the seriousness
we formerly saw speedily disappeared, and the people became
confused. It was happily arrvested by the question being sud-
2E2
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denly asked by one of the Missionaries in a loud voice, How
are you and I to obtain salvation ? This was followed up by
an address, which restored seriousness and order. Returned
to Mr. W.’s, after an exceedingly laborious and withal a de-
lightful day. Saw the jugglers on the sides of the road, at-
tended by great crowds, and hosts of beggars, secular and
religious, the former much more necessitous than the latter,
were begging with all possible importunity.

Jan, 23rd. We were at the mel4 this morning at the usual
bour. The attendance was not so numerous as yesterday,
though still very large. An equal desire to hear was manifest-
ed, but the preachers were too much fatigued with the excite-
ment and labour of the previous days, to go on with their
former spirit.  Walked down this morning again to the junc-
tion. The scene was the same as what I formerly endea-
voured to describe. The Prigwils yet never attempt to come
near us ! This does not arise from despising the influence of
Missionary efforts.  Mr. W. saw one of them conduct a large
company past, keeping them as far from us as he well could,
aud when any one showed an inclination to linger, pushing
him on, lest he should hear any thing to lessen his confidence
in the water of the Gunges. Nothing of moment occurred,
which I have not mentioned in the account of previous days,
—Mur. F. took up his position to-day at the bridge of boats
over the Jamna, and distributed a great number of tracts
among the people returning home.

Jan. 24th, Sabbath. 1 have not been at the meld at all to-
day. In the forenoon preached in Urdd at the Printing Press
to a small congregation composed of native Christians, and
heathen servants. In the evening preached in English,—
The brethren were as usual at the mela, and preaching was
carried on as formerly. I understand there was a dreadful
fight between two bairdgis—no very unusual occurrence.—
Many portions of the sacred scriptures and tracts were dis-
tributed. Many expressed their desire to become Christians,
but in every case some obstacle was mentioned, as opposing
the immediate reception of the truth,

Jan. 25th. 1 heard this morning from the best authority
an authentic account of the awful loss of lite, of which a re-
port had reached us some days previously. On Wednesday
and Thursday of last week nearly fifty lives were lost at the
entrance to the bridge of boats over the Ganges! Mr. M. the
magistrate was present, with a body of a hundred police to
keep order, and yet, in spite of their efforts, from the infatua-
tion of the people, nearly fifty persons were trampled to death.
Three roads, crowded to excess, met at the enfrance to the
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bridge—those behind pressed forward, while some delay in
front was occasioned by gathering the toll—every thing was
done to keep back the people, but in vain, and the consequence
was that the poor creatures in front were trampled to death.
The cries of the sufferers, we were told, were awful. The bridge
was at length thrown open to all, and the toll was abandoned
to the great grief of the man who farms the ferry from Govern-
ment. Ie was permitted I believe on the return of the people,
to gather double toll to make up the deficiency. Two of the
roads leading to the bridge were shut up and access was given
only by one road. This was found to be an excellent arrange-
ment. As on similar occasions, the people I was told show-
ed a stoical indifference. Every individual and every little
party thought only of self. The ear was deaf to the cries of
others. O for the speedy triumph of Christianity, to bind all
men together in the bonds of brotherhood! We, likewise
heard to-day that an elephant belonging to a Raui, who had
ceme to the meld, had broken loose, and killed several per-
sons,—The attendance has greatly diminished, though still
many thousands are present. I walked again to the juunction
of the rivers, Mr. S. accompanying me. Having heard the
people speak so much of Bene Mado—having heard so fre-
quently companies, as they came in sight of the river, shouting
Bene Mado ki jai—Bene Mado ki jai (victory to Bene Mado—
victory to Bene Mado) I was anxious to learn from the people
themselves who Bene Mado was. We Aasked those we saw
in attendance on idols, as most likely to give us the required
information. The answers given were very contradictory.
By some we were told that Bene Mado was Parameshwar,
the supreme being. Some said this was the Hindu Trinity,
Bramh4, Vishna, Mahesh—who we were told were one, as the
Ganges and Jamna when joined are one stream. Some said
Bene Mado was the joining of the three rivers, two of which
are visible, and the third is invisible. Others said this was
Krishua and his mistress Radha. It may truly be said of
them, they know not what they worship.-—Little comparative-
ly was done to-day. The people seemed languid, and disin-
clined to hear. The preachers too were much worn out with
their previous labours. Mr. F. again took his place at the
bridge over the Jamna, and distributed many tracts.

Jan. 26th. Went for the last time to the meld. The ap-
pearance much the same as yesterday. The people were more
bent on buying than on bathing. Had in the evening a fare-
well meeting with my Missionary brethren at Allahabad,
whose society I enjoyed much during my stay there.

I left Allahabad on the 27th, and arrived at home the fol-
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lowing day. Shortly after leaving Allahabad, I saw an ele-
phant with its legs chained, and on asking the reason I was
told it was a ¢ Khdni,” a wurederer. It was the elephant
which had killed several persons at the wmeli. Passed an im-
mense namber of pilgrims on my way home. Wherever a
well appeared, a crowd was seated vound. They often re-
minded me of God’s ancient people, as they went up to
Jerusale, the city of their solemuities, and again returned
to their respective abodes. ¢ Blessed is the man whose
strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them,
who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the
rain also filleth the pools.  They go from strength to strength,
every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.” Would
that these had the spirit of the pilgrims thus described !

My journal having extended to so great a length, many
comnients are unnccessary. I will merely make a few remarks
with scarcely an attempt at illustration.

1. During the course of the meld, much appeared to show
the beautiful adaptation of the gospel to people of every coun-
try and clime. Iven where its historical evidence could not
be appreciated, its internal evidence was in some degree felt.
When asked why we believed Christianity to be divine, often
the answer was given, ¢ We know it to be divine from the
views it gives of God and man—just in the same manner as
we know that luminary, which enlightens the world, to be the
sun. Let ten thousand candles be lighted, and yet they can-
not compete with that luminary. It still remains the sun.
In the same manner Christianity from the light it gives is im-
measurably superior to every bhuman system.” This argu-
ment appeared to tell on several occasions,

2, We see the wisdom of God’s appointing preaching as
the great means for diffusing the truth, and converting the
world. Conversation and other modes of instruction in their
own place are excellent, but they are not to be compared
with preaching—proclaiming the gospel as a herald. This
was often impresscd on my mind during the meld at Allaha-
bad. Lvery succecding day assures me more and more of the
superiority of preaching to every other mode of instruction—
not that I mean it should stand alone.

3. We see the value of labours at melds, when the people
can be induced to listen. We may not perhaps bave immedi-
ate converts, butstill the cause of truth is advanced. Idolatry
is shaken—false confidences are exposed—and the knowledge
of Christianity is widely extended. ‘The people become
familiar with arguments subversive of their superstition, and
these we may expect to be silently but powerfully making their
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way through Society. Portions of the Scriptures and tracts
ave carried great distances and obtain a place in many a home.
Mr. W.on an itinerating tour he made a few months ago
in the Rewd country, travelling as far as eighty miles from
Allahabad, met a number of persons, who recognized him as
a pddil they had heard at the meld the preceding year. By
some lie was shown tracts, which had been then distributed,
and by others he was told that they had these books in their
houses. Thus Christianily obtains something like a habita-
tion and nawme in the lund. Many instances of good have
resulted from the perusal of these tracts. Mrv. W, has now a
most interesting and promising young man with him, who
was impressed and convinced by some tracts he had read,
before he had seen a Missionary’s face. This voung man
preached exceedingly well at the meld. Whether those who
now preach the gospel at these melds reap the harvest or
not, we are assured the harvest-time will come. We have no
doubt it will yet appear that such labours have had a most
honourable place in the evangelization of the country.

4. Our hopes should not be too sanguine of immediate
and great results from the connexion between Government
and idolatry being dissolved. We have iudeed reason to
rejoice over the change which has taken place, and we have
no doubt immediate good will result. We must not however
suppose that idolatry is at ouce to retire abashed and con-
founded, because the British Government refuses to be its
patron. We wmust remember that in this city (Benares)
idolatry has its stronghold, and to the prescut day it stands
unrivalled in its influcuce, although the Government has never
been connceted with its shrines. Let us not suppose then
that our work is done by the victory achieved, and that
Hiuduism is henceforth, without a struggle to sustain itself,
to hasten to decay. Now peculiar opportunities are presented
for preaching the gospel—a great stumbling-block is re-
moved—and every energy should be samwmoned to the work
of diffusing the truth.

5. 'The number present on such an occasion is by no
means in itself the best criterion, by which to judge of the
strength of idolatry in the country. Many are the motives,
which bring people together, besides attachment to idolatry.
If there were only present those whowm a spontaneous regard
to idolatry had collected, I am convinced the number wounld
have been comparatively very small. The Prigwils 1 under-
stand count 1800 ¢ houses,” and only counting two for each
“ house,”” we have 3600 individuals, immediately and fully
cngaged in upholding idolatry at this place. These travel
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through the country, proclaiming the merit of bathing at
Trivene, especially in the sacred month of Migh. What a
numerous Missionary body in the service of idolatry, who
zealously ply their avocation! Then there are so many
thousands of pilgrims, who find it much more agreeable and
comfortable to travel through the country than labour at
home. Then we have the merchants—many of them Musal-
méans—who repair thither solely to make gain. Then many
assemble to meet their friends, and be amused by the jugglers,
who crowd thither in great numbers. When we add to all
this the want of moral courage, which prevents many from
attempting to be first in forsaking long established customs,
and the social principle of man, which invests a large assem-
blage with great attractions, we see thut mere attachment to
idolatry is only one among many motives, which secure the
attendance of so many thousands. The strength of attach-
ment to idolatry must be ascertained by the aspect of the
people, and by the maunner in which they hear idolatry
exposed. If we are to judge by this test, the late mels at
Aliahabad was one of peculiar encouragement. From the
testimony of those who have been in the habit of attending
it for years, the late meld was I understand encouraging
beyond all precedent.

6. Wesee why Christianity makes such slow progress. It
is not merely or chiefly because it comes to Hindustin from
a foreign land. It is not merely or chiefly because the
people are so attached to ancient customs. We see that
there are numerous sects among the Hindus. Every one,
who sets himself up as a great gurd (teacher), let his views be
ever so monstrous, gathers quickly a crowd of followers. It
is well known that at Allahabad about twenty years ago, a
pandit gave out that * Kampani” was a great goddess, whom
the English people worshipped, aud through whom they
obtained all their victories. A piece was written out in
Sanskrit in favour of this famous goddess—she was becoming
exceedingly popular, and the amlahs of the courts especially
gave themselves to her worship—the pandit was waxing rich,
and a temple was about to be erected, when the bubble burst,
by a Missionary being appealed to, who described the ¢ Kam-
pani” as of earthly origin. If we should set up here gods and
goddesses, we should very soon have thousands of followers.
As it was in former days, so it is now. Christianity is a
holy spiritual religion, which aims at the destruction of sin
in every form ; and thus, while monstrous schemes of human
origin gain crowds of adherents, Christianity has a repulsive
aspect to our depraved and fallen nature. As the Romans,
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in their conduct towards Christianity, abandoned the liberality
which characterized their treatment of the religions of con-
quered nations, in the same manner Christianity is now seen
to have no sympathy with the systems which human wicked-
ness has originated, and is scowled upon, and hated by them
all. It is appreciated only by those who are taught from
above. This leads me to state,

In the last place —We above all things require the out-
pouring of God’s Spirit to bless our labours, and turn the
hearts of the children of men to Himself. Nothing is too hard
for God. His word and oath are pledged to the triumph of
his cause. The kunowledge of His salvation is spreading far
and wide. O that we were prepared for the out-pouring of
His Spirit! O that every thing in us, which grieves Him, were
withdrawn! Then should we witness scenes of the most joyful
and transporting character. Then should rivers break out in
the wilderness, and streams in the desert. Seeing thousands
flocking into the church of the Living God, with his ancient peo-
ple after a season of depression and discouragement, we should
say, “ When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we
were like them that dream. Then wasour mouth filled with
laughter, and our tongue with singing : then said they among
the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them.
The Lord hath done great things for us ; whereof we are glad.”
May the time speedily come, when those who go forth weep-
ing bearing precious seed shall come again with rejoicing,
bringing their sheaves with them!

1II.—The Makdrdj of Muritia.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dean Sins,

As itis one of the objects of your valuable petiodical to diffuse information
calculated to throw light on the varied forms of superstition which prevail in
1his country, I have thought the following particulars relative to the Muhérdj
of Muritic might not be unacceptable to your readers.

A new candidate for divine honors, known by the above name, has lately
sprung up in this neighbourhood ; and already has he acquired no small noto-
riety by tlie miracles which he is said to perform on behalf of his worshippers.
Muritia is a village in the Kishnagur district, about 14 miles from the town of
Jellinghy, and 36 miles E. by 8. of Moorshedabad. A little to the north of this
village on the banks of the river hairab, and near an old burying ground* are
several large banyan trees, which were formerly believed Lo be haunted by evil
spirits, so that no one daied to pass that way even in daylight. Some cow-
herds, it is said, had several times observed, in the middle of the night, a large

® Or rather a place for hurning the dead, W14 %\,
VOL. II. 2 F
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procession (as of a marriage party) with drums, cymbals, trumpets, flambeaux,
palanqueens, horses, elephants, &ec. &c. cominy across the plain ; duncing, fenc-
ing, wrestling and playing a thousand odd prauks, like the hobgoblins of old
Scotland.  On reaching the largest of the above mentioned trees, they suddenly
disappeared, as if the whole party had entered into the body of the tree. The
principal personage in this cavalcade went by the name of bhiut-raj, or ¢ king
of the devils,” and as such was long feared by the inhabitants of the neighbour-
hood ; but no one worshipped him. Now, however, he is called Maléréj
(or “ great king,”) and multitudes from all parts of the country flock to wor-
ship at the tree, where lie is said to have taken up his permanent residence. The
occasion of this transformation is differently related. Some say, a gowalla one
day was carrying his milk to the village for sale, when he heard some one call-
ing him 10 stop and give him milk e turned round to comply, but seeing no
one, lie went his way ; on which the voice again addressed him as before. Dis-
recardiog the circumstance, he went on, but had not proceeded far when his
milk pots fell 1o the ground, and the voice once more addressed him in terms of
reproach, for his refusing to comply with the speaker’s request.  Still the poor
milkman could see no oue, and being much perplexed at this, as well as grieved
by the luss of bis property, he exclaimed ; ¢ \Who are you, sir? and what
would you have your slave to do ?”” ‘The voice replied, 1 am Mahardj, and I
reside 1 that tree,  Go, tell the people to come there and worship me, offer-
ing 1} seers of milk and 1} chuttacks of sugar at the root of the tree. There I
will cure the sick who come toimplore my aid.” The gowalla turned to set out
on this errand, when he beleld his pots made whole, and the milk, which had
been spilt o the ground, restored free from sand or dust, as before. Another ac-
count says, that a poor man, who hud for three years been afflicted with a disease
which disabled him from laboring for his own support, was at last driven from
his house by his relations, who hud become weary of maintaining him in idle-
ness. In a fit of despair, he cast himself under the above named tree, where he
passed the night.  In a dream Maharaj informed him that his disease was cured
and directed him to return home, to publish his miraculous recovery amongst
his countrymen. and to call them to worship Maharaj under the banyan tree,
presenting the offerings above described. From that time (about 8 months ago),
the fame of Maharaj has spread far and wide, and multitudes of diseased people
have come from all parts of the conntry to worship this invisible debta, in the
hope of being cured of their several maladies. Tuesday (Tg#AI17) is said to
be the day on which Mahariy most freely dispenses his favors ; as then from
day break till noon he holds his levee (212) and confers blessings (%) on his
worshippers.  On that day, accordingly, the concourse of people is greatest ;
but many who come from a distance, are constrained 10 reside in the neighbour-
hood for duys together, so that the jilace has the appearance of a vegular ela.
The residents say, thut till the last few weeks, not fewer than from two to three
lacs (2, 10 300,000) of people used to assemble, and from the extent of ground
which they pointed out 1o me as being occupied by them, T should think this
account is not much exaggerated : but the lalling off was very great, when I
was there (Feb. 2ud), apparently not above 10,000 people being present,

The worshippers first bathe in he river Bhairab, which ruus close by ; then
approaching the tree, they present the appointed offering of milk and sugar;
alter which castiug themselves on the ground, they roil about or wallow in the
mud for an hour or two, each one praying aloud to Mab#raj according to the
nature of his complaint or the object of his desire. * O Maharaj, restore my eye-
sight !"—*¢ ieal 1y disease !”—¢ cleanse me from this leprosy 1”—¢ grant
me children!” &c. &c¢. The Maharaj himself never becomes visible to his wor-
shippers, but makes known his will by possessing the body of some one or other
then present, who there becomes, for the time being, his inspired representa-
tive.  Of the individue! so possessed itis said ; The T¥Z or 57 of Mahargj
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has come upon him ; and speaking through him, Mabharaj calls out the name of
one or more of his deluded worshippers, tells the reason of their suffering, whe-
ther for sins of this or of a former birth, whether they will be cured or not, and
if to be cured, when, 8c. &c. Sometimes cures are said to be effected on the
spot ; many, indeed, believe that the milk, offered at the root of the tree, as-
cends by the trunk into the branches and leaves, from which it drops upon the
favored ones and thus effects their cure.  Usually, however, some future time is
specified, when the hoped for hlessing is to be obtained ; and (he credulous
sufferer is dismissed with directions enjoining the performance of certain cere-
monial observances, necessary lo ensure success. Several singular instances
were related to me: I need only mention the following cases. A respectable
brihman of Jungipore, who had comne on account of long continued indiges-
tion, I believe, was (old to return home to his native place, there to wash the
feet of a certain prostilute, (whose name, residence, &c. were specified,) and
then to drink the water as medicine ! Another, a rich merchant of Tiakaia,
was informed that he was afflicted, not for any sins of his own, either in (his or
any former existence, but on account of his wife being in a state of continual
enmity with his mother : he was directed to return home, and bathe in three
several lanks, believing them to be the Ganges, when his disease should be
removed.

It is usual with the worshippers to vow that if they should gain the object of
their wishes, they will return, and again present the appointed oblation of milk
and sugar, as a thank-offering to Mahdraj. Nothing else is acceptable ; nor
must the offering exceed in quantity the prescribed measure, viz. 1} seers of
milk, and 1} chuttacks of sugar. Ttis said that a rich man, in gratitude for
some relief or favor he had obtained, had determined to make an offering more
commensurate with his means ; but after he had prepared the materials, he was
forbidden, under penalty of losing all that he had gained, to proceed with his
design, and ordered to present the usual oblation.

There seems no reason to doubt that several diseases may have been
removed by a journey to this now famous place, without supposing any super-
watural influence to have been exerted. Imagination, it is well known, has an
immense power over the nervous system, and to this, doubtless, we may safely
attribute some of the cures which Mahardj has obtained the credit of having
wronght.  Other diseases may have been removed by mere change of air, and
exercise, combined with spare diet, to which many of the pilgrims from a dis-
tance are constrained to have recourse ; and this well accords with a stalement
we often heard made, that most of those who are cured come fromn a great way
off, few of the sick in the immediate neighbourhood having received any benefit
from Mah4rdj’s residence amongst them?*. :

® A circumstance which occurred as we were leaving Danlta-béz4r will illustrate
this. An old woman resident in that place inquired of S. (one of our Catechists, )
whether we were not going to see the Maharaj of Murdta, remarking that she herself
had been there. and had but just thea returned. S. asked her why she had gone ? she
replied that she had long been afflicted with indigestion and pain in the bowels, and
had gone thither in hope of obtaining veliel. ** And have you come back well, mo-
ther ?” said the Catechist. ** T'roth child !"” the old woman replied, * I can hardly
say yet. I had raken with me provisions for only afew days ; but on getting there 1
found T had to remain longer than [ expected, so I was obliged to eat inore sparingly
than usual. 1have been better since then, certainly ; but now that I have got home
again, and can eat a_hearty meal as before, should my disease not return I shall
know that I am cured, without a doubt * ** Take my ndvice, mother; rejoined the
Catechist, do not stuff yourself with rice, but eat only oue-half of what you used to
eat, and you will not be troubled with indigestion in future.” ** That'sjust what the
doctorstold me, child ; and I believeit is the truth," said the old woman ; ** but why
are you going to Murdtia, then 2" S, explained that our object was to preach to the
pilgnms the way of salvation from sin, and left her with a few word< of exhortation
of a practical nature.

2 F 2
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Other diseases, however, over which the above named causes could have no
influence, such as total blindness, leprosy, &c. are also said to have been cured ;
and though I could fall in with no one who had thus been henled, several intel-
ligent and respectable men assured me that they themselves had seen instances
of this kind, and gave me the names and residences of some of the parties. I
regret that I was unable to follow up my inquiries, by pgoing to the villages in
which these persons were said to live, some of which were at no great distance,
but my time was limited*. T confess, however, that without much stronger evi-
dence than the teslimony of the residents of the place, I should rather doubt the
fact of such cures having been effected, than believe that Satan should have
becn permitted to work miracles of healing to support his cause; though this
is the opinion of many intelligent Musalmans, and even Hindus, with whom I
have conversed on the subject,.as well as of most of our native Christians.

As there are no priests to officiate, no brahmans to tax the pilgrims, or col-
lect the offerings which arve poured out on the ground and useless ¢ as water
that cannot Le gathered up avain,” the story of Maharaj is, in all likelihood, a
fabrication of the milk-men and shop-keepers of Murttia and its vicinity, got
up for the purpose of increasing the sale of their respective articles of trade, by
attracting a large concourse of people to their neighbourhood ; and it is not im-
probable they may have been encouraged in this by the Zamindar of the place,
whose property is (rom the same cause greatly enhanced in value. A new bazir
has sprung up around Mahidrdj’s residence, and houses are being built, where
only a few months azo nothing but juncle was (o be seen ; and it is said that a
splendid temple, and a larce pakka ghét for the convenience of pilgrims, are
about to be erected forthwith.

The worshippers are principally Ilindus, of all castes, and of all ranks in
society ; but tliere are also many Musalmans Lo be found among them. Much
doubt seems to prevail as to who Malardj really is ; some believing, as 1 have
above noticed, that he is an evil spirit, or Satan himself ; others that he is a
pir, or saint ; others that he is Shiva, or Shiva’s younger brother from Baidya-
nath ; but if one may judge from the constant vociferation of kari-bol which
is heard, the more general opinion would seem to be, that he is Krishna or
Gauranea. Many also are beginning to doubt whether he has not left Murdtia,
and gone elsewhere; as miracles are now seldom witnessed, it is said, not more
than one or two in a thousand being cured, whereas at first all that came were
healed. To this impression gaining ground, the residents atiribule the great
falling away in the number of worshippers of late.

Yours, J. P.

Il1.—English v. Vernaculars. Rejoinder to T. S.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Drear Sims,

I suspect the most of your readers ave heartily tived of this
controversy, and are longing to see its close. I have hesitat-
ed much whether ov not I should answer the article of T. S.
which has appeared in the number of your Magazine for this
month. I cannot resist the temptation of noticing some state-

® Would it not he well to institute incquiry as to the truth of a few of the
pretended miracles for the purpose of exposing the cheat, which it doubtless is, in
a tract form 2—Ep.
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ments he has made in reply to my article, but I will not tax
the patience of your readers. My remarks shall be very few,
and I faithfully promise not to trouble you for the present
with any further communication on the subject, provided I be
not personally attacked. An attack on wy arguments will not
call me again to the arena.

I beg to set out by declaring in the most posilive manner
that I have neither expressly stated, nor tacitly assumed,
“ that no man is to be considered as doing the work of a Mis-
sionary, who is not engaged in preaching in the native lan-
guage of the people.”> The views, with which T. 8. concludes
the paragraph in which these words are found, are in perfect
harmony with those which I both entertain and express.
¢ Most willingly do I admit that when the command was given,
¢ Preach the Gospel to every creature,” it was necessarily
implied that this should be doune in ordinary circumstances in
the native language of the people addressed, because I believe
the great majority of people on the earth know no other lan-
guage than their vernacular.” ¢ Our blessed Saviour knew
that, while in general the case should be as 1 have stated, yet
there would be particular exceptions, which he made his
commission wide enough to include.” Beyond this T have not
gone one step. I mentioned that ¢ preaching to the people in
their own tongue has ever been considered direct Missionavy
work,” meaning thereby that this was the ‘¢ general” rule,
and implying that there were exceptions. Did I not say that
I rejoiced in the prosperity of the Assembly’s Institution ? It
is supported by Missionary funds. It is conducted by ordain-
ed Christian Missionaries. How could I rejoice in an institu-
tion, supported by Missionary funds, and requiring a great
degree of Missionary effort, if it were not doing Missionary
work. The whole of the paragraph beginning with ¢ Here
however I must protest,” was therefore, with the exception
of what I have quoted, uuncalled for and unnecessary. The
object of my writing was not to attack the procedure of T.
S. and his associates, but to defend the course, which, in com-
mon with the great majority of Christian Missionaries, [ feel
it my duty to pursue. I endeavoured to show that your
respected correspondent had made such extraordinary state-
ments about the native Janguages, and the sacrifices at which
they must be attained, that he and those who like him confine
themselves to English were made to appear the only wise and
effective labourers. I charged him with depreciating the
labours of the great body of Missionaries now in the field. I
stated the grounds on which this heavy churge rested. Of my
statements on this subject T. S. has taken a mere passing
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glance, but by that glance I am sorry to say the truth of the
charge is strongly confirmed.

I suspected before, and now I am assured, that T. S. divides
the Missionary force into three parties. A few give themselves
to the communication of instruction in English, for which
they are well qualified, and in which they become effective
“at once.” A few by  heartless drudgery, and hard and
uninteresting labour,”” are able to speak the vernacular as welil
as the natives, and these are worthy of all admiration. T.S.
bids them God speed, and wishes them to exert themselves to
the utmost in vernacular preaching. The end is excellent,
but the means are much to be deprecated. A place on the
summit is very good, but the propriety of climbing the hill is
exceedingly questionable. They are almost the objects of
envy for having reached the goal, but whether or not they
have done right in running the race is a different thing alto-
gether. They speak the language now as well as natives do,
and this is enough. They assuredly were at one time * mere
tyros,”” and they no doubt preached, when they could not
speak like natives,—for in every thing practice is essential to
proficiency,—but their presumption may be pardoned, and
they may now bask in the sunshine of T. S.’s favour, as they
have happily succeeded in acquiring a thorough mastery of the
native language. But the third class—composed of the many
—what shall we say of them? They have been only two,
three, four, or five years in the country—they are “ mere
tyros”—and yet they attempt to preach. They are far from
having fully succeeded in obtaining the intonation, the idioma-
tic propriety, and fluency of a native,—and yet they preach !
True, they see thousands around them perishing for lack of
kunowledge—they see Satan triumphing in the ruin of his
victims—they have glad tidings for those who are on the bor-
der of eternal ruin—they can state these tidings with such
intelligibleness, that their language is understood—they have
before them the example of a host of devoted men, many of
whom have joined the blessed society of heaven. But in
vain. If we are to judge by what T. 8. has written, he has no
¢ God speed” for them—he looks on them as presumptuous-
ly engaged in a work for which they are not qualified. What
would T. S. advise us to do? Should we at once abandon
preaching in the vernacular, and betake ourselves to English
schools ? Does he really wish that to be the rule for India,
which he himseli acknowledges to be the exception for the
world?  Are we to keep La 'T'rappian silence, till we can
speak the language with all the fluency and idiomatic proprie-
ty of a native ? Will he allow us to preach, if we are listened to
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generally with respect and attention—if we have every reason
to think that the language we employ does not expose our mes-
sage to reproach—if we are so happy as not to see even onone
occasion the smile of contempt rising in the countenance on ac-
count of the imperfect mode in which the Gospel is declared—
if we see individuals, on some occasions, evidently uffected by
what they hear ? If he will, the majority of us I trust may
pursue our labours, not only with a good conscience, which I
hope we all have, but also with Mr. 8.’s approbation.  Who
bas vauntingly told him, that little preparation is necessary
for preachiug in the vernacular, I know not. I an sure Mr.
Sutton and I, neither by implication nor statement, have told
him any such thing. This is a work of imwnense labour, and
though I should be twenty years in India, I am sure I will re-
main a student of the vernaculars. 1 deny however, and ever
will deny, that those who have their hearts in the work, and
have a moderate share of talent, find the study of the Verna-
culars a heartless drudgery—hard and uninteresting labour,
which fritters away their health and spirits. The body and mind
are often greatly exhausted, but there is at the same time a joy
experienced which T. 8. kuows not, and I suspect will never
know. Labour is the portion of the Christian on earth. Lubour
is peculiarly the heritage of the Missionary, let him choose what
department he may. I have no doubt T. 8. is as laborious as
any of us, but his work is not a drudgery, because his heart is
in it ; and for the same reason should we not feel happy in the
midst of our labour and toil? But I am forgetting myself.
The object of wmy originally taking up my pen was to show
that T. 8. dispavaged the labours of most of the Mission-
aries now in the field, They are chiefly engaged in preaching
in the vernaculur—they do not speak it so well as natives—
therefore they deserve censure and not praise. By adopting
the heading of my article, T. S. himself has acknowledged that
the adherents of the English are the aggressors, and those who
adhere to the vernaculars are only acting ou the defeusive*,
I beg now to enter in your pages my protest against this dis-
paragement of the labours of the great body of Missionaries
in the field, I am truly sorry your respected correspondent
has got in this work so unenvious a position. The cause he so
warmly advocates does not require the weapons he has used,
and I believe it is greatly injured by them.

There are several statements in T. 8.>s communication, on
which I would gladly comment, were I not afraid of exhaust-

* We are requested by T. S. to state that the heading of liis nrticle was at.

tm-llgned to it by the Editors of the Observer without his consent or knowledge.
~Ep.
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ing the (I suppose already exhausted) patience of your readers.
I have already considered the point which I believe to be of
the greatest woment. I cannot at present examine the other
views he has advanced. I do not consider one of my positions
affected by what he has said. Will you allow me a mere glance
at two or three of his statements ?>—I am well aware that the
question before the Conference was the place which the En-
glish language holds; but on reading the resolution my im-
pression was and still is, that the conference went beyond
this question, and fixed with peculiar prominence the place
due to the vernaculars. T see the addition I made to the last
part of the resolution exactly expresses the views of your
correspondent. I hope in this position he stands alone.
His statements directly lead us to suppose that he denies the
Yast part of the resolution referring to the cultivation and im-
provement of the native languages, to be intended for Euro-
peans. 'The question he thus brings before us is one of great
importance, and cannot be discussed in two or three sentences.
I would merely say that the English language has been so
moulded and beautified by the master-minds of a Shukspeare,
a Milton, a Robert Hall, and other intellectual giants, that
no modest foreigner, and not even a native of England can
think of improving it. The orthography is indeed very irregu-
lar and T. 8. as ¢ a practical teacher’” knows this to be a most
formidable difficulty in the acquisition of our language. The
orthography beiung now however so established, and having in
it so splendid a literature, he would be a daring man who
would attempt a violent change. It is different with the na-
tive languages of this country. No student of them has ever
declared them barbatvous, but still it is a well known fact that
they have not vet been moulded by master-minds. This being
the case, [Luropeans, both Missionaries and others, have direct-
ly and indirectly done much for their improvement. Need I
mention the names of Carey aud Yates in connexion with
Bengali; of Gilchrist, Hunter, Roebuck, and Shakespear, in
conuexion with Hindustani? The Grammars, Dictionaries,
translations, and tracts of Europeanshave done immense service
to the native languages. If they be barbarous, as has been as-
serted, Missionaries most assuredly can itnprove them, for they
have improved the barbarous languages of the South Seas and
other places, and why not the barbarous languages of India? I
will say no more ou this subject. Will not some of your read-
ers, men of experience in the native languages, favour us with
their thoughts on this important topic ?—I do not wonder al-
though your correspondent did not exhort European Mission-
aries to cultivate and improve the native languages to the ut-
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most, for this he does not believe to be their work at all, and
of course he could net teach what he did not believe. This
in my humble opinion is of greater moment than that which
he has treated so fully, and ‘which he has supported by unan-
swered and unanswerable arguinents.  Oune great reason why
the teaching of Latin and Greek is so beneﬁu.nl to the youth
of our country, is that the couvse pursuced gives them a great
command over their own language. If there were teachers,
who spoke the Latin as their mother-tongue, and if it re-
tained the very same place in education which it does now, the
additional proficiency in Latin should be I suspect at the ex-
pense of a retrogade movewent in English. When we learn
living ]ananaves, we are generally a(lepts. or at least ought to
be a(lepts, in our own. On this account, when the teachers
scarcely kinow a word of our mother-tongue, our standing in it
is not affected by theirignorance. We have heard so much of
the wretched system of teachmg Bengili prevalent in the pure-
ly native schools, that even in the Assembly’s admirable insti-
tution there may be a danger of its not being thoroughly
taught, if entirely committed to native hands. I rvejoice
however to know that the Bengili is cultivated by some Mis-
sionaries connected with the General Assembly, and that this
department is not entirely left to native instructors.

If it were not presumption I should venture to say to your
respected correspondent, that his writings in my humble
opinion would be vastly improved by having a little more of
the suariter in modo. \Whetier I have enough of this in my
own communications I know not. We can geunerally judge
our brethren in this matter far more easily than ourselves. 1
can say however that the spicing our langunage with such hard
words,as presumptuous, preposterous, unwarrantable,&c. proves
any thing but the presence of the forfiter in re. Itis true
some people think this very talented writing. What does
your correspondent mean when he says I have t'lmpeled with
the word of God? Did he consider the awful import of his
words, when he charged a brother Missionary with such a
crime; and in a case too, where he himeelf substantially states
my own views ? [ will not wax very wroth about the matter,
and write bitter words against T. 8., because I fully believe
this to be a lapsus penne, and that lie does not mean what he
says. When we wax very wroth, I believe the public have
very little sympathy with us—many laugh and others pity us.
We are told that every thing I had advanced has been met in
the former papers under the signature of T, S. My own private
opinion is rather different, but as we both are young Mission-
aries, it is mucl more modest and becoming fo let the public

VOL. II. 2¢
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decide on the merits of what we have written. It will decide
much more impartially and fairly than we can. I will not
avbitrate between Mr. Sutton and T. S., but I cannot refrain
myself from saying that I read with much pain what has ap-
peared in your last number,

I now beg leave to retire from this controversy with perfect
good-will and Christian affection to my opponcut. For his
own sake I deeply regret he should have such low and unjust
views of the labours of the great majority of his brethren,
while they think highly of his. Nothing said against my
arguments, I assure you, will induce me to write another line
on this controverted subject.

1 am, dear Sirs, yours truly,
J. K.
Benares, March 9th, 1841,

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
GENTLEMEN,

It really appears to me that your recent controversy, so
long continued, in which the use of vernacular preaching and
teaching is as it were pitted against the sound education of
a few through the medium of the English language, is charac-
terized by as much infirmity of feeling as soundness of argu-
ment. Why is the one opposed to the other ? Why do we hear
the hands crying out to the feet, We have no need of you ?
The most enlightened friends of vernacular education, as af-
fecting the mass of the people, are at the same time most fully
impressed with the immense importance of a sound English
education, in connection with the cultivation of the vernacu-
lars as the medium through which they are to detail European
knowledge to their countrymen, as well by translations and
original compositions, as by preaching in the native languages
of the country. The profound Robert Hall, to whose truth
and eloquence many will bow, has some very heautiful remarks
on the vexatious question ; at least it evidently is so to many.
He says,—¢ Christianity was ushered into the world with the
injunction, Go and teach all nations, and every step of its pro-
gress is to be ascribed to instruction.  With a condescension
worthy of its author, it offers information to the meanest and
most illiterate ; but extreme ignorance is not a state of mind
favourable to it. The first churches were planted in cities (and
those the most celebrated and enlightened), drawn ncither
from the very highest nor the very lowest classes ; the former,
too often the victims of luxury and pride, the latter, sunk in
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extreme stupidity ; but from the middle orders, where the
largest portion of virtue and good sense has usually resided.
In remote villages, its progress was extremely slow, owing,
unquestionably, to that want of mental cultivation, which ren-
dered them the last retreats of superstition ; insomuch that in
the fifth century, the abetters of ancient idolatry began to be
denowinated Pagani, which properly denotes the inhabitants
of the country in distinction from those who reside in towns,
At the Reformation, the progress of the reformed faith went
hand in hand with the advancement of letters ; it had every
where the same friends and the same enemies, and next to its
agreement with the Holy Scriptures, its success is chiefly to
be ascribed, under God, to the art of printing, the revival of
classical learning, and the illustrious patrous of science attach-
ed to its cause. In the representation of that glorious period
usually styled the Millenium, when religion shall universally
prevail, it is mentioned as a conspicuous feature, that men shall
run o and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. That period
will not be distinguished from the preceding, by men’s minds
being more torpid and inactive, but rather by the consecration
of every power to the service of the Most High. It will be a
period of remarkable illumination, during which tke light of
themoon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
as that of seven days. Every useful talent will be cultivated,
every art subservient to the interests of man, be improved and
perfected, learning will amass her stores, and genins emit her
splendour ; but the former will be displayed without ostenta~
tion, and the latter shine with the softened effulgence of hu-
mility and love.”
Yours faithfully,

Calcuita, V4th March, 1841. Z.

IV.—Resolution of the Missionary Conference, March 2, 1841,
in reference to Native Catechists and private Christians.

¢ In consequence of certain glaring cases, which have been
reported to the Conference, the members have unanimously re-
solved for themselves, and earnestly recommend to all their
Brethren in the Missionary field, scrupulously to abstain from
engaging in the work, as teachers, catechists or otherwise, any
individual who has been discharged for ill conduct by another
Missionary, without previous inquiry, and full proof of contri-
tion and penitence. And further that it is most injurious to
the cause of Christ, to receive, without previous investigation,
any professing Christians that have been members of another
Communion.”

262
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V.—Propositions regarding Marriage and Divorce, chiefly as
they affect native converts to Christianily.

On the importance of the Institution of Marriage to the
peace and well being of Society it were idle to dilate. Con-
temporaneous with the origin of man, it has survived the wreck
and ruin of the fall. Scavcely any tribe, however barbarous,
has been known wholly to disregard it.  And in the progress
of Society the due observance of it, has ever been found at
once a cause and a consequence of advancing civilization.

It cannot therefore be without the deepest injury to any com-
munity, should any class or classes be found to exist therein
whose 1nte1manl.ure~, and all the grave and momentous in-
terests which these involve, are w holl) unprovided for; and,
consequently, wholly unregulated by any recognized law. But
such is the state of things in India. For British-born sub-
jects, Muhammadans and Hindus, laws have been framed and
promulgated. But for individuals of other races, whether pure
or mixed, and more especially, the large and constantly in-
creasing body of natives who have remounced their ancestral
faith, no laws whatsoever have been enacted by any establish-
ed authority.

The deploruble consequences of this absence of all law on
a subject so intimately interwoven with the best interests of
man has long been sincerely lamented by the friends of native
improvewent; and by none more so, than by the Christian
Missionaries of all denominations. In Calcutta, in particular,
these have heretofore united for the purpose of endeavouring
to secare some comuensurate remedy for the great and the
growing evil. In Januvary, 1835, after repeated discussions,
they published the result of their deliberations in the form of
six propositions—uccompanied by brief bat able explana-
tory notes by the acting Secretavy, the Rev. W. 8. Mackay.

No authoritative measure having yet been founded on these
or any other propositions, the subject, in so far as it concerns
the case of converts to the Christian faith, has hgain been
taken up by the Missionary Conference ; and, after reiterated
discussion at successive meetings, has been handed over to
the Standing Committee for its final and digested report. Ac-
cordingly, the Chairman of that Committee begs leave now
to report as follows ;—

I.  'The Bible being the true standard of morals to a Chris-
tian Government, and its Christian subjects, it ought to be
consulted in every thing which it contains on the subjects of
marriage and divorce ; and nothing ought to be determined
evidently contrary to its general principles.
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Note. This, with a slight alteration, is the second of the original pro-
positions already referred to; and is too self-evident to require any
comment,

II. 1t is in accordance with the spirit of the Bible, and
the practice of the Protestant Church, to consider the State
as the proper fountain of legislation in all civil questions
affecting marriage and divorce.

Note.—This is the first of the original propositions which the former
Secvetary pronounces ¢ nearly a truism.” ¢ No marriage or divorce,”
continues he ¢ is legal, unless it be according to the luw ; and whatever
the law enacts, or even recognizes, is to be held valid: thus the law
practically defines marriage and divorce. It may define wrougly, and place
them on other thun a scriptural foundation ; but so it may do in regard
to every thing with which it meddles. Under these circumstances, the
duty of the Christian is plain, He needs not to seek for such narriage
or divorce as is forbidden by the Bible, though legally free to do so: and
if the law refuses what the Bible allows, he must submit toits ordinance,
(Romans xiii. passim.)

The duty of the minister is a little more complicated.

Though the state may tighten or loosen the marriage tie, more than
the Bible sanctions, it is plain enough that it has no power to force him
to use improperly the authority it may have delegated to him; and
accordingly, it may be his duty in certain cases to refuse both marriage
and divorce. But it seems impossible to deny the validity of either.
when sanctioned by the state, on the ground of its wanting the authority
of Scripture: otherwise, as Christians are commanded to marry only in
the Lord, we would be unmarrying nearly the whole world. The law,
for instance, might allow two persons to marry within the forbidden de-
grees of relativnship ; but, however much he lamented this, no Christian
nminister would feel himself at liberty to remarry one of these persons to
a third party, while the other was still alive, and the legal union undis-
solved. If the contracting parties were Christians, and aware of their
guilt, it would be a case for church discipline ; but in other cases, surely
common sense and charity require, that the offenders should be excused.
To cunciude, marriage and divorce are to be held legal and valid, when
recognized in any way by the state; but there may le cases, where
though the Clristian allows the legal right, he denies the moral right-
ness: it is his duty to suffer them, but not to form or share in them, to
bear his testimony against them, and to search the Scriptures, that he
may be enabled to choose his own path aright.”

III. A mere contract, oral or written, between the parents
of two parties, proposed to be united in wedlock, without the
actual celebration of the marriage ceremonial, not being
regarded by the natives themselves as of the essence and vali-
dity of marriage, ought not to be so regarded by the Christian
Church or the Christian legislature.

Note.—1It is found on inquiry that such contracts are occasionally en-
tered iuto ; Lut that they are not held by the contracting parties them-
selves to be of the essence or validity of actual marriage. Either
parent may vesile fronu his promise,—only the party so resiling is liable
to reproach or disgrace.
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IV. When the marriage ceremonial, authorized by Hindu
and Muhamwadan law and custom, is formally celebrated
between the parties, whatever be their age, we are called on by
reason and Scripture to regard such wmarriage as civilly and
legally wvalid, and, consequently, its obligations as mutually
binding.

Note.—It ought ever to be borne in mind that marriage is a contract,
both civil and religious. As its essence seems to consist in the union of a
man and woman, who are pledged to live together as husband and wife, its
validity cannot depend on the mode or form of the ceremonial by which it
is ratified. ‘That ceremonial may be wholly civil, or partly civil and re-
ligious,—and it may vary indefinitely with the manners, customs and
sentiments of different nations in different ages. In every country, whe-
ther civilized or barbarous, there is some act, form, or ceremony, which
is generally held to constitute marriage and to legitimate the children.
When the question therefore is raised, whether we, as Christians, are
called upon to regard those marriages as valid and legally binding, which
are considered as such, by the triles or nations to whom the married par-
ties belonged at the time when the matrimonial alliance was contracted
and the matrimonial rites duly celebrated ?—it is humbly submitted that
we are so called upon. The very expression of the Apostle ““ unbelieving
wife, unbelieving husband,” i. e. heathen wife, heathen husband, of necessity
imports that he regarded thein as legitimately, husband and wife, while
in their heathen state—because so constituted and accounted by their
own customs and laws. So our Saviour, when he says, ¢ \WWhat God hath
joined together let not man put asunder,” seemsto imply that those
were ‘ joined together by an ordinance of God,” or lawfully married, or
were so united and regarded by the laws and customs which prevailed in
his time, though none of the parties had then become believers in Christ.

V. Renunciation of Hinduism or Muhammadanism being
regarded by Hindu and Mubhammadan law and usage as tan-
tamount to civil or legal death, the non-renouncing party is
at liberty to treat the other as repudiated or divorced; but
the Christian couvert is not entitled to avail himself or herself
of the Ilindu or Mahammadan law, and regard his or her
voluntary renunciation of ancestral faith as of ifself releasing
him or her from the obligations of the previous conjugal
alliance, or as rendering him or her free at once to contract
another.

Note.—The law of the unbelieving party may entitle it to regard the
other as civilly dead or legally repudiated. But the Jaw of the believ-
ing party does not entitle it to regard the other, as, ipso fucto, civilly
dead or legally repudiated. A change of religious opinion does not,
according to Christian luw, dissolve any previously contracted bonds or
obligations. Should the unbelieving party, therefore, not avail itself of
the conceded right or permission of its own law, but still think it good
or well (Svvewbose) 1. e. consent, wish, or will, to live with the believing
party, and discharge, as before, the duties of husband or wife, it is con-
cluded that the latter or believing puarty is bound by the previously con-
tracted obligation, to treat the uubelieving party as husband or wife,

precisely as if no change of religious sentiment had taken place. See
1 Cor. 12, 13, 14.
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V1. If the unbelieving party wilfully desert or appear
obstinately to refuse to live with the believing party, as hus-
band or wife, such wilful desertion or continued refusal being
presumptive evidence of a real or an intended divorce, it is
supremely desirable that some legal plan or measure should
be devised for universal adoption, whereby the believer might
satisfactorily ascertain whether he or she has been definitively
cast off or formally repudiated.

Note,~-This proposition assumes it as indisputable that in no case
whatever save that of adultery, is the believer entitled to use for divorce
(see Mlatt. xix. 6—9, and 1 Cor. vii. 10, 11). Whether the Hindu or
Muhammadan law declare a renunciation of Hinduism or Muhammad-
anism to be, ipso fuclo, a just ground of divorce or not, the law of the
Christian utterly disclaims the validity of any such ground. Accordim:ly,
if the unbelieving party be willing to abide by the antecedently formed
nuptial bond, the believer has no option—noalternative—as, in that case.
there neither is nor can be, any dissolution of the original marriage,
But, if, in consequence of the permission and sanction of Hindu or
Muhammadan law, the unbeliever depnrt, i. e. separate himself or her-
self—in other words, finally and formally cast off, repudiate, or divorce
the Lelieving party—the latter, not being in this case the divorcer but the
divorced, must be accounted as freed, by the wilful and deliberate act of
the former, frum the ties and obligations of the previous matrimonial
union ; and, consequently, at liberty to contract another (see Cor. vii. 15.)
From the present constitution of Hindu society, however, and the entire
want of any legislative enactment on the subject, it is often impossible
to learn the real mind of the unbelieving party; particularly, if that
party be the wife. She may be herself in close confinement iu her father’s
house, or in that of some other friend. IHer husband, on his conversion,
becoming an out.caste, may be positively debarred ali access to her.
How then is he to discover her own mind—her own unconstrained will
or desire—concerning the continuance of her conjugal alliance with him-
self? How is he to know whether she is obstinately bent and determined
to avail herself of her own law, and so to disown and repudiate him for
ever?—or, whether, from natural affection towards him or any other
cause, she is willing to forego the right and privilege conceded Ly her
own law, and consequently willing still to live with him, in conjugal
union ? Some authorised plan or method by which these important
points can be legally ascertained, without deing unnecessary violence to
natural feeling or national custom seems imperatively demanded alike by
the conditions of private and social well-being, and the pressing
exigency of circumstances.

VIIL. Itis therefore humbly suggested, that, in order to as-
certain the true sentiments of the unbelieving party, the magis-
trate be authorized on petition of the believing party to have
the former, (being at least 14 years of age, in the case of a male,
and 12 in the case of a female,) brought before him, in open
court, or in his own private house, or in any other convenient
place, there to be questioned in the presence or hearing of the
petitioning party and friends, as to his or her willingness or
unwillingness to live with and be considered the husband or
wife of the latter—that, if the unbelieving party he found will-
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ing thus to live with the other, he or she be at once pronounced
at liberty to do so, and immediate steps be taken to ensure the
consummation of such voluntarily expressed wish ;—but that,
in the event of a positive refusal on the part of the unbeliever,
at the firsf examination, the same party, (after the lapse of at
least a twelvemonth, during which there may be ample scope
for reflection on the one hand and conciliation on the other,) be
again brought before the magistrate and similarly interrogated
as before—that, after all possible means of conciliation have
been tried, should the refusal be still persisted in, the fact be
publicly announced and officially recorded—and that a copy
of such record, countersigned by the magistrate, be furnished
to the petitioning party, as the voucher of a legal divorce.

VI.—Murder at Dindjpur.

We have before announced to our readers that a native
preacher connected with the Baptist Missionary Society’s sta-
tion at Dindjpur was deliberately and wantonly murdered by
a band of armed natives. We have also laid before them the
fact of a murder having been committed in the district of
Krishinagarh on the person of a native Christian. The parties
iwmiplicated in these murders have not as yet been brought to
justice, though we hope both the cases will be fully in-
vesticated with a view to the administration of justice. Their
investigation will, we are confident, bring out facts of the
most appalling nature—facts which if they but once find their
way to the British legislature will excite a feeling as deep if not
deeper than ever existed on the all-absorbing question of sla-
very and the slave trade. The state of the police, the admi-
nistration of justice, and the whole social economy of the
courts in the mufassal imperatively demand the prompt legis-
lative interference of the Government. That matters should
have been =0 long permitted to exist as they are is only matter
of perfect astonishwment ; and that the natives should have sus-
tained their sufferings with patience is a strong proof of their
extreme depression as a people, than which we may search in
vain for a parelled in the annals of History. The powers that
be have ever shown o most astonishing degree of sensitiveness
in reference to missionary operations. They have professed to
be alarmed lest interference with the religious prejudices of the
natives might excite to rebellion. They have nothing to fear
from Missionary or any other influence if the people will to-
lerate and be patient under such multiplied social and politi-
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cal wrongs as we lLave become acquainted with in our brief
career in India, We believe the Government of India to be
one of the best intentioned in the world, with the very worst
executive. It is not the intention but the non-execution of that
intention which inflicts such irreparable mischief on the poor
oppressed and wretched ryots. It is especially however with
the bearing of all this on Christianity that we have to do,
though we trust we shall never be backward to plead the cause
of the oppressed heathen or Musalmin inhabitants of In-
dia. Without at all wishing to invest the murders referred
to with the character of direct religious persecution, we may
trace them directly to the influence of Christianity ; and if
the present cases be allowed to pass without the strictest in-
vestigation, they will leave no Missionary or Native Christian
(especially in the mufassal) sure of his life or property for a
single day.

Nutive society, notwithstanding the flattering testimony of
Sir Charles Forbes, is proverbially corrupt, and not the least
corrupt portion of itis the police. 8o long therefore as all
are equally open to bribery and corruption, and things re-
main as they are, littie do the heathen care whether the peo-
ple become Christians or Muhammadans—if they still remain-
ed corrupt; but Christianity wherever it effects a lodgment in
the heart of man will lead him not only to cease to do evil him-
self,butitwill also prevent him from aidingothers in the practice
of that which is either politically or morally wrong. Moreover
Christianity will not allow its recipients to sanction idolatrous
worship or to accede to idolatrous national practices. Now the
manuner in which many of the cxactions are made from the poor
is through the medium of idolatrous national customs. The
ryots of a zemindar must offer him tribute at a shraddha or
wedding or other ceremony connected with heathenism, which
is not a part or parcel of any direct agreement, but merely a
practice connected with mere superstitious and idolatrous cus-
toms—a mere scheme for exacting from the people that of their
substance which could not be hoped for in alegitimate and di-
rect manner. Moreover wherever Christianity holds an influen-
tial place in the heart of the Christian, be he European or Na-
tive, it will not allow him to witness oppression and suffering
inflicted on the weak with impunity. The very genius of Chris-
tianity forbids this, be it inflicted either by the highest autho-
rity or the meanest serf. Christianity from its very nature and
tendency must be the refuge for the oppressed and injured,
and so it ever has been, its ministers and most devout
people have been found ever ranged on the side of the
slave. The ears of her most consistent followers are like un-
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to the ears of God, ever open to the cry of them that are held
in bondage or treated with injustice. Qur holy faith more-
over teaches us, while we feel for others and seek to redress
their or our own grievances, to bear long oursclves under poli~
tical disabilities and to exhort others equally suffering with
ourselves to patiently wait until a legal remedy can be appli-
ed to their wrongs. We think these remarks will find a ready
and ample corroboration in the conduct of the Missionaries
among the slaves of the western isles and the aborigines of
Southern Africa. Had it not been for the efforts of the
Missionaries long ere this the political volcano would have
burst in these districts spreading desolation on every hand. The
result of their influence has been peace and hope. Nor will
the preceding remarks be found less applicable to the following
correspondeuce connected with the Dindjpur murder. The
object of the correspondence is to trace the murder to its ori-
ginal and true source ; but it also develops other facts which
will, we doubt not, astound our readers us much as they have
ourselves. Think of the house of a Missionary being broken
into and plundered because he would not salisfy the rapacity of
the servants of a zemindar. Think of this being repeated over
a space of 12 years not less than four times, aud but terminat-
ing in the attempted murder of Mr. Smylie and the actual
murder of his devoted catechist. Mr, Smylie says in reference
to these attempts—

“ 'The first attack made on me, was shortly after my coming to Sidd-
mahl, now near twelve years ago, and the cause was money. I had not
given the servants of the zemindar any money, nor had I ever thought
of so doing, they therefore intended to frighten me out of it, and to ac-
complish their end they prepared many bambu bludgeons. 1 was told of
what they were aliout and knowing myself to be innocent, I went out to
where they had collected, taking no one with me. I reasoned with them
and they went away ashamed of themselves.

“ The next time they attacked my house, and carried off all the money
they could find, in fact all I was worth.

¢ The third time they took no money but clothing to the amount of
about Rs. 200,

““ ‘I'ke fourth time they took only a few articles.”

This too in a free country, under British rule aud on a
British subject, a minister of the Gospel and on the testimo-
ny of all parties a peaceable citizen. Could Damascus be
worse—or the rule of Mehement Ali exceed this ?

Mr. Smylie next adverts to what he and the other parties at
the station deem the true cause of the murder. He writes as
follows—

“I will now endeavour to shew you some of the causes which led to
this painful and trying time. Some few years ago there was a heavy tax
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levied at the Nek-mard meli; every poor man who purchased a bul-
lock had, after paying for the animal, to pay four pice to each rupee.
‘I'he land on which the meld was held and paid for by the ryots, was ren-
ted to those who came to it at a rupee per cubit. Oppression of every
kind was dealt out with the most bountiful hand ; many poor people in-
treated the Native Missionary to get me to mention it to the magistrate. I
did so and in a few days afterwards he wrote to me officially, requesting me
to state what [ had seen. I did so, not knowing that he intended to lay
what I said before Government, who declared that they had never received
any thing by way of a tax from the meld. It was of course put a stop to,
and the court officers, &ec. who made out the rent chitties were by no means
pleased. 'Thieving and oppression were the only things that seemed to
thrive in the mela and all was done in the name and for the sake of the
Hon'ble Company—so the poor were told.

*“ About the same time came up the cry of the poor on account of the
base coin. I again stepped forward. 1t was put down, numbers were
taken and imprisoned and the people were not unthankful, and Buda was
rewarded by the magistrate, Mr. Bentall. B. at this time refused a bribe

of 500 rupees.”

Think of the exorbitant rental for the land—one rupee per
cubit, and also of the shameless extortion of four pice on the
rupee to the myrmidons of the police, and this in the name
of the Company ! Is it not matter of perfect astonishment
that these people do not break forth into open insurrection!
and this practised too not far from the habitation of the Ex-
ecutive officer !'! The facts referred to in our previous re-
marks are also corroborated in the unsuccessful attempt to
bribe the Native preacher. He would not connive at the
wickedness of the parties, and pays it with the forfeit of his
life! ! Again, we learn that—

“ The next case was this. Some cruel oppressions the Mahijans were
in the habit of practising on the poor, such as setting a large sugar boiler
of iron on the head of those who could not satisfy their desires with
money and making them stand in the blazing sun till their brains were
ready to boil—but permit me to draw the curtain.”

Now we have heard of the horrors of the Slave trade, and of
the tortures of the Inquisition, but verily neither the one nor
the other could far exceed this in cruelty. Can Mr. O’Conuell
or George Thompson use language too strong in reprobation of
such practices as these ?  We shall at present content ourselves
by an extract which will shew the spirit indulged in by the
native officers, and the fear that they are in some measure
implicated in this matter. Mr. Smylie says—

¢¢ The rent-free land belonging to the mission is on the other side of the ri-
ver. The man from whom we bought this land is one of the leaders in the
late foul affair. 1 believe he had an idea that if B. was gone we could never

hold Séddmahl, therefore the late exultation, < Ah now your Sgddinahl will be-
come a jungle ; if you do not leave it they will burn you out of your houses,’

2Hu 2
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this was the language of the Thdnnddér even to myself, and when I refused to
let him have my servant he told me he would hand tne up lo theSuperintendent
of Police. I gave up iy servant, and shame or some thing else moved him to
send him back shortly after.””

This from a Thanadar !

We simply add to these extracts the testimony of a gen-
tleman who has veluntarily written on this subject.

<t I 1ake the liberty of addressing you on the subject of the murder of Buda,
the Native Missionary at Sidamahl.  Five out of a gang of 40 or 50 have been
made over to the Sessions Court ; the vest are at laree to renew their attack either
on the Rev. Mr. Simylie, orany assistant he may send. From all T have heard,
I am convinced the poor man fell a victim 10 a deep laid scheme, aud that if the
case was properly investicated into, the police would be [uund to be deep in the
plot. I am led to this conclusion from the fact that Buda in a great mcasure
prevented extorlions on the poor ; it was through information obtained from him
that a gang of coiners were detected and broken up, as well as a check put to
a villainous system of extortion that existed at some large fair. From all I can
learn the harpies about the Court combined with the poltroons of police to
make it appear to have originated in a spirit of fanaticism. This is not the fact ;
and 1 feel convinced that if a proper inquiry was inslituted the plot would be
divulged : at any rate should the greater part escape with impunity it will ema
bolden them to fresh acts of aggression against the Rev, Mr, Smylie or his litle
flock to cause their dispersion,”

Who on reading these statements does not exclaim, ¢ Tell it
not in Gath 1’ Is it possible that such things can be practised
with comparative impunity 7—Yes ; nay worse in the Krish-
nagarh case the evidence of fifteen Christian witnesses was
rejected by the magistrate on the ground that they were Chris-
tians, although they swore to the fact of the murder and the
identity of the murderers. In that district we understand too
tortures the most revolting to humanity, have been inflicted
by some zemindar oun the Christians, for the purpose of fore-
ing them to swear contrary to the truth. We trust that we
shall be spared going further into these matters by the prompt
and effectual administration of justice. Otherwise we have
but one conrse open to us, and that is to lay these and other
cases of oppression now experienced by the Native Christians
as such, before the British people, Our hope is however in
God, and to him it is first and above all that we look for aid
and success. May He grant His blessing.

VII.—Temperance Society.

We are gratified to learn that an cffort is about to be made in Cal.
cutta to aid the cause of Temperance. We are still more gratified
to find that the effort about to be made is such as will be calculated
to ensure the co-operation of all the rational and Seriptural advo-
cates of ** modcration in all things.” The evangelic standard set up
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by the proposers of the Calcutta Society is to us the brightest fea-
ture in the attempt to rescue men from the degrading influence of
intoxicating drinks. Tt is the ground on which we rest the hope of
the Socicty’s success. It will enable the advocates of the institution
to appeal to man, not on the low and questionable motives which have
but too often been presented to them as inducements to desist from the
use of ardent spirits ; but to the high and holy motives of the blessed
gospel—in connection with which the direct and powerful influences
of the Spirit of God may be confidently expected. Where these are
experienced, the man will not be rescued for awhile, or be held in
doubtful suspense as to his sobriety, but being clothed in his right
mind and viewing himseclf and his former practices, not in the light
of man’s judgment but of God’s, he will be sober and watch unto
praver, even to the end. All other reformations are doubtful and
precarious ; this permanent and sure.~—The catholicity of the Socicty
19 another feature in its constitution which merits our approba-
tion. It provides a means by which the advocates of a pledge as
well as those who conscientiously dissent from such a measure may
rally around one common standard, for the purpose of reclaiming the
drunkard from his deadly sin, and warning the beginner, at the very
outset of his career, of the evil of the path he would tread, and thus
save him from a multitude of sins. We do most sincerely en-
treat all those to whom the cause commends itself to lend their
aid to these Jaudable efforts to do good. Let all differences be merg-
ed—Ilet neither sectarian differences, nor the intemperance of temper-
ance advocates mar the good work. Our hope is, that the Calcutta
Society will be found a rallying point for temperance advocates of
every shade of opinion. May Satan not accomplish his purposes by
dividing the strength of those whose object is one ; and that object
so truly worthy the united ecfforts of the whole church. We have
much pleasure in placing the following remarks on the principles of
the proposed Society from our contemporaries the Friexd of India and
the Christian Advocate. 1t is gratifying to us to find our conterpo-
raries cordially necommendm" the bocxety to public patronage. We
do hope that the reply to the "Teetotaler from the Advocate will be the
last that will be required on that head, and that should a temperance
journal be started that its pages will not be occupied by bitter and
waspish controversies, on the points of difference between the true
friends of the cause, but with useful information as to the progress of
temperancein the world. The mere agitation of the subject alone with-
out any test or membership must effect and has achieved much good.
Drinking usages which were common twenty years ago are now banish-
ed from society ; in fact we doubt not but that the influence of the
Societies in the mere agitation of the subject has been as great if not
greater beyond their 1mmed1ate pale than it has been w1thm it. The
interested may ridicule, and the victim of spirits scoff at the effort,

but it is one which will produce a vast and beneficial reformation on
the public mind in reference both to the nature and use of stimu-
lating drinks,
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[From the Friend of India.}

“ We accidentally omitted last week to publish the proceeding of a meeting
which has been held in Calcutta for the formation of a Temperance Society.
They will be found among the extracts of the present week. It has always ap-
peared singular, that while these instilutions were spreading throughout the
world, and so naterially ameliorating the condition of mankind, the Metropolis
of India should be without one. We think the omission is to be attributed in
some measure lo the aristocratic frame of society, and partly to the general
spirit of moderation in the use of spirits, which we are happy to perceive has,
for some time past, characterized it. Compared with former times, Calcutta is
a lemperate city ; and to the improvement of public habits in this respect is o
be attributed unquestionably the great improvement which is visible in the
general health of its inhabitants, It is rarely that a European quits India
now with the boast of having drank claret enough to float a seventy-four. Deep
drinking, which was so prevalent in the lirst half of the last forty years, and
which consigned so many of its viclims 1o a premature grave, has in a great
measure gone out. We do indeed hear an unpleasant whisper of its having
revived, within the last two or three years, with the increase of general amuse-
ments ; but we are very loth 10 admit the fact except upon clearer evidence.

“ Be that as it may, the non-existence of a Temperauce Society in Calcutta
has hitherto been owing chiefly to the idea of its being redundant. Nor do we
attribute the present movement to any impression that the evil of inlemperance
is growing in the higher and middling walks of society ; but to the very lauda-
ble desire of forming a Society in the metropolis which shall become a centre
of beneficial influence, and assist in spreading right views and healthful babits
through the various stations of the country. The Society which it is now pro-
posed to establish, will thus unite in one body all those who consider intem-
perance, as the source of more misery to the family of man than the heaviest
taxation, or the most galling political oppression, or the mnost sanguinary wars,
The Society will be affiliated with all kindred associations throughout the Pre-
sidency, and stimulate and increase them by an active correspondence. It will
become the instrument of diffusing information on the important object which
forms its bond of union, and be enabled to present to the public a combined
view of the general progress of the cause.

“We are happy to find that the Society is not to be a Total Abstinence Society ;
that it proceeds upon the principle of a temperate use of wine, and eschews
only ardent spirits., There are some in India, with whose ideas these moderate
principles will not square, and who will stigmatize them in no very temperate
language. But let the friends who have now associated themselves together, be
assured, that the establishinent of a Total Abstinence Society would have been
impossible in Calcutta. It is true that one might possibly have been organized
by a small band of ultras, and that advocates might have been found even for
the principle of refusing the use of wine in the Eucharist ; but it would have
obtained no public support, and must soon have been numbered in the Bills
of Mortality. It is not by a crusade against all the innocent usages of society
that ils best interests can be promoted ; and the plan which has now been adopt-
ed of establishing a Temperance Society upon temperate principles, is that
which promises the widest and most permanent success,”

From the Calcuttu Christian Advocate.

« On Wednesday the 10th ult., a special meetingof the friends of Temperance
was held at the Town 1lall, 10 take into consideration the propriety of forming
a Temperance Society for Calcutta. The following genllemen were present.
The Venerable the Archdeacon, Rev. Dr. Duff, Rev. Messrs. Gogerly, Boaz,
Innes and Long, Dr. Corbyn, and T. Ellis, Esq. ’l‘he.\’en'ble the Archdeacon
presided. After much serious deliberation the following resolutions appeared
to embody the sentiments of friends present :==
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¢« [,—Agree to form a Sociely to be designated, The Calcutta Temperance
Society. . .

« I1.—That the object of this Society be to advocate the propriety and necessi-
ty of abstaining wholly from the use of ardent spirits, and of being scrupu-
lously and systematically temnperate in the use of all other liquors—and to
enforce the observance of such temperance in the use of God’s bounties by an
appeal to all manner of molives—evangelic and otherwise.

¢ 11T.—That as one of the subordinate means for securing the end in view
individuals be invited and encouraged to sign a voluntary agreement o act in
accordance with the declared ends of the Society.

¢ IV.—That individuals conscientiously objecting to a pledge, but yet fully
approving the objects of the Sociely be deemed eligible as Members by their
co-operation with the Saciely in its various efforts Lo promote temperance.

«V.—That a public Meeting be held for the formation of a Society in the
third week in April. The Bishop of Caleutta to preside.

* VI.—That a Provisional Committee be formed for carrying out these pur-
poses consisting of the gentlemen present, with the addition of Colonel Powney,
Coloned Barton aud Lieutenant Butler.

¢ VII.—That the Rev. J. Long be the Provisional Secretary.’

¢ We suspect there are few save the interested and the inteinperate but who
would willingly lend their 2id to check the progress of intemperance provided a
rational medium were provided. The mischief has hitherto been that Temper-
auce advocates have been amongst the most intemperale of ail advocates, while
the extremes to which the principle has been carried by many has cast discredit
upon a really good cause. We therefore hail with pleasure the rational and
temperate resolutions passed by the Provisional Meeting, and trust they will be
carried into practice at every stage of the Calcutta Society’s progress. But not
only are we gratified with the rationality of the resolutions, but also with the
fect that the Calcutta Society is not to confine its appeals to men to those low
motives which have but too often been made the standard of Temperance opera-
tions. ‘L'le highest of all motives is to be made the chief spring of the Society’s
operations. This is as it should be, for without this it must fail of success—
with it, if ever it be accomplished, success must obtain. The object of all such
institutions is, we opine, to eflect a radical change in public sentiment in
reference 10 the properties and uses of ardent spirits, in order that they may be
placed on the Apothecaries’ shelves in the position they should ever have held,
viz. as medicinal poisons, VWhen we consider the mass of evil which has
resulted from spirit-drinking in the world, and in India especially on the Euro-
pean community, and add to this the fact that the native community have begun
to adopt the debasing practice from the British, surely we shall need no further
incentive to urge us toaid in every way the effort about to ba made for the
prevention of the increase of the sin of drunkenness in India, Oune of the
means 1o be employed by the Calcutta Society is, we understand, a Temperance
Tavern, to which the members of the different Societies in the mufussal or in
Calcutta may resort while in the city. A periodical advocating the interests of
the Society will, we believe, be also established.”

 Our readers will find in another page a letter from a Teelotaler on the pro-
posed constitution of the Calcutta Temperance Society. We have inserted it,
first, because, we are anxious that every man should be heard in defence of his
principles without they involve a wilful contradiction of God's truth : and, se-
condly, because it is a temperate specimen of the very intemperance too often dis-
played by the advocates of teetotalism, not against those who scoff at the efforts
of good men to check the progress of intemperance, but against those whose ob-
ject is one with the upholders of tolal abstinence, though they conscientiously
believe other means beside that may be employed for effecting the desired object.
It is this kind of intemperale advocacy of a good cause which has, we are con-
fident, materially retarded its progress, divided its strength, and induced many
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well-disposed persons to withhold their aid from institutions which are set up
as the standards of right and wrong for every man’s conscience. Our corre-
spondent and his friends may think a pledge and total abstinence the best means
for effecling the object—others do not approve either the pledge or total
abstinence ; but on his own principle of not eating meat so long as the world
stunds if it offend his brother, should he set up the pledge which is a thing of
man’s ordering as a stumbling-block to another man’s conscience #  Or will it
justify him in saying that those who as conscientiously abstain from signing a
pledge as le may from taking ardent spitits or wine, do il because they are
¢ lovers of themsclves,” or because they wish to indulge in wine, or beer, while
they would deprive the poor man of his ration of spirits, Such a line of argument
must and will do much harm to the good cause in which we are mutually en-
gaged, and we entreat our correspondent and his friends to ccase from pursuing
it. It can do no good—it must do harm. Qur correspondent appears to labor
under some dearee of misapprehension as to what constitutes membership in
the Temperance cause.  We think it consists in a hearty and practical co-ope-
ration with the friends of Temperance to suppress the practice of drinking, by
enlichtening the public mind in every possible way as to the real tendency of
ardent spirits, and in every way to discountenance inlemperauce by their prac-
tice, Now we cannot sce that a pledue is essential to the conslilution of mnem-
Lership in such a Snciety. The best pledge is hearty practical Jabor in the
cause—principle is the only pledge that will effectually bind 2 man : where this
is absent all the pledges in the universe will not eflect the object we so ardenily
desire. Let all those whoare favorable to Temperance but unite to preach and
distribute tracts on the subject, and exhort men both by precept and example—
let them do this, and not quarrel and dispute about pledizes or as to the extent
to which each man's conscience will allow him to go in this matter—and they
will, they must effect a great and permanent change in the opinion of society ou
the subject of ardent spirits and the use of all stimalating drinks,  We offer
these remarks in the spirit of Christian love, and trust they will be read in the
same temper, for we are anxious, and we do hope, notwithstanding the unfavora-
ble prophecy of our correspondent in reference to the Calcutta Society, that the
rationality of its principles will tend to unite all and rescue a good cause from
much reproach. We are anxious that the cause of Temperance in Calcuta
should not be disfizured by the intemperance which has but too unhappily dis-
tinguished it in other places. Let all but determine to rally round a gospel,
evangelic standard, and we shall soon find differances healed, scoffing cease and
union the bond of streugth and the harbinger of success complete,

VIII.—The Cooly Trade.

We have promised to watch the operations of this traffic, and in
accordance with that promise we proceed to notice the last report of
the examination of returned coolies by the Chief Magistrate. The
batch consisted of 44 coolies. The average of carnings brought back
by them is much as in our former estimate, and their account of
their treatment much the same. The examinations were taken be-
fore the Chief Magistrate, and on his opinion of the evidence we
apprehend is to be decided the propriety or impropricty of ex-
porting coolies to the slave colonies. We mean no personal disre-
spect to the Chief Magistrate in this, but he and all must know how
little dependence iz to be placed on the testimony of a Native if he
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have it in mind that he has to please his superiors, or the bara sihib,
and yet with this disposition to cringe the present evidence is not
in favor of the trade. We again submit to the consideration of Govern-
ment whether such evidence, taken under the immediate auspices of
one of their own servamts, ought, except in a limited degree, to
influence them in legislating themselves, or recommending others to
legislate, on the subject. But we shall endeavour to discuss the Chief
Magistrate’s most extraordinary inferences frow, and propositions
arising out of, the last examinations. The Chief Magistrate states :—

“2. The bulk of these persons are Dhiangars, and the sitatements made by
them all, are calculated to shew that there is little use for prohibitions agatnst
persons of this class being allowed to betler their lot by emigration.”

This proposition begs the whole question in dispute, viz., that the
coundition of the Cooly is bettered by his exportation, and certainly
goes further than the Supreme Government will we suspect be inclin-
ed to go. They will, even if they see fit to sanction the trade, not
think that there is little use for prohibitions or stringent regulations.
We have shown in a former paper that the Cooly is not benefitted by
his exportation. The average amount of savings even of those who
have saved, is but about 12 annas per mensem. All state that they
have bLeen subject to beuting. and many that their wages have been
stopped when they were sick; that they have no accounts ren-
dered them of their monies; and while they say they have no com-
plaints that they are not disposed to return. They are separated
from their wives and families, who it would appear from this report,
are left to the tender mercies of their friends pending the return of
their husbands. About 500, out of some thounsands, have returned.
Are the remaining thousands of deserted families benefitted by this
arrapgement ? Are the families on whom they are thrown for sup-
port benefitted? Isita course of procecding calculated to improve
the moral state of these people to leave a host of unprovided-for
females dependent on the charity of bLrothers and fathers, who if the
report of their poverty be correct (and it is one of the chief argu-
ments for the trade) have little enough on which to sustain them-
selves, much less to keep the wives and families of their sons and
brothers who are laboring in a distant land and from whom they re-
ceive no communications or even promise of support. It would afford
us satisfaction to be favored with the amount of remittances made by
the thousands which remain at Mauritius and Bourbon, who, accord-
ing to the testimony of the Courier, are but too contented to remain.
Can that be a system to be advocated by Christian men which could
render men contented to remain at Mauritius while their wives
and offspring are, for aught they know, perishing or dependent upon
the frail bounty of the poor Dhangars? We opine not. So much for
the hettered condition of the Natives.

The ncxt point refered to by the Chief Magistrate is as follows :—

3. It has been stated that the desertion of families is a serious evil incident
to the practice of emigration. My examination was directed (o every indivi-
duul’s circumstances under that head, [t will be scen in Nos. 5, 11, 12, 16,
17, 18, 28, 35, and 48, that his wife and family accompanied the emigrant,

voL, II, 21
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and were aiding in making money—the purpose for which they went—and that
in Nos. 21, 33, 34, 37, 39, 40, 45, 46, and 47, where the family was left be-
hind, the Cooly had perfect confidence that his relatives would provide for
them. Each expected that the relative would borrow money on account of the
absent husband or father—to repay such loan they seemed 1o think their
bounden duly.”

We know not what practice may obtain amongst Dhéingars in this
matter, but we strongly suspect there is no law which would warrant a
man proceeding to the Mauritius and leaving his wife and children to
the protection of brothers and fathers, or that ¢ God should care for
them ;” and we are still further inclined to think that it will require
much more foresight than we are possessed of with the evidence
before us, to arrive at the same conclusion with Mr. McFarlan on this
point. A few women accompanied their husbands and have returned.
Remember the thousands who have been kidnapped, and ask, is this
fair evidence on which to legislate >—We think not. Mr. McFarlan
thinks that the expressions of the men are indicative of satisfaction and
of a disposition on their part to support their wives and families in their
absence. We shall simply quote the very words of the men, and leave
every unprejudiced mind to decide this point. We take the cases
especially referred to by Mr. M.—No. 5, says, that he had a wife and
one child, they went with him : that he hud been absent five years and
all laboring, and yet they saved but 240 rupees—he says, ‘“ I cannot
say that I will go back! !> No ? not after obtaining 240 rupees >—No.
11 had a wife and four children.  The whole family saved 294 rupees
in five years—does not state whether ke will return. No. 12 says he was
twice slapped with a cane when he would not work—he saved moneyv—
does not know whether he will return. This is a fair specimen of the
married parties. How great the advantages? Why did they not
remain, and why will they not positively return to such an Elysium ?
We are told that the parties trusted that their families would be supported.
Let us hear. No. 2 says, ““ I have spent my money at Mauritius. 1 had
a wife and three children at Solahdana—my wife's father and mother will
take care of her.” This cooly had perfect confidence that his relatives
would provide for them, he had spent all his money at the Mauri-
tius, and yet he deemed it his bounden duty to repay the loan
for their support!!!!—How monstrous. No. 4 says, ¢ 1 left my
mother, wife and children at Patna—I have not sent them any mo-
nev—my brother will support them. I ran away from Patna—my
brother will surely have supplied them.” This is in all truth cool
enough.—A man runs away—Ileaves his aged mother, wife and chil-
dren for five years—Dbrings back a few rupees and says, surely his bro-
ther will have supported them. If so, he must be a better brother
than No. 4 is either a husband or a son. No. 7 says, * I have a wife
and three children—God will have cared for them.”” He sent them 40
rupees previously to his departure. No. 10 says, he left behind him a
wife and two sons—there was no danger of their being starved—but we
are not told why there was no danger. This man brings back 300 rupees
—he is one of the most favored. Supposing bis family to have cost
three Rs. per mensem he will have saved in five years but 130 ; but he
does not know whether God or his brother or who has cared for them,
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but there was no danger of their being starved ! No. 13 left a wife, he
sent previously to his departure 18 Rs. !!—nothing since. No ac.
count given of who will care for her. No. 21 had a wife and nine
children—he sent them 18 Rs. before his departure—nothing since
—the Mahajans would advance rice and stuff;”” indeed ! they then
must be very different Mahdjans to any we have met with—he had a
brother who would care for his wife and nine children. Nos. 22 and
23, both left wives under age—another source of misery and crime.
No. 30, had a wife and child—his father and mother wonld care for
them. No. 37, had a wife and family; his mother would care for
them. No. 39, had a wife,—ske muay have left him—if not he will
pay. How satisfactory. No. 44, is a happy man—he has a young
wife and no complaints.

We leave our readers to judge whether these men could have per-
fect confidence that their families would be supported.  'We have not
found one expression of concern expressed by any of them on the sub-
ject. Each expected that the relative, &ic. So may we expect to sit
in the council of [ndia. The 4th proposition is as follows :—

4. *‘“The habits of the Sepoy caste, the Bearer caste and many others, are in
strict analogy with this—the latter take service in Calcutta and the Lower Pro-
vinces, and return to their homes after several, sometimes 5 years’ absence, and
no one ever thinks of preventing their taking such service for fear of the injury
they might do their families by deserting them. No. 47 of these emigrants
very jus}ly said, ¢ was it not on my own family’s aceount that I went to Mau-
ritius” ¥

The comparison is not equal,—this is all the difference, and a
great difference ; in India the man is still in his own country, he can
through his own connections transmit his earnings; he may come
when he pleases—he is bound to none—he can find his way to his
home by his own unaided powers. In the Cooly case he is carried
beyond the sea—kept for five years—cannot at least has not sent any
remittance. The one is the act of a free man in a free country, his
own—the other, the constrained kidnapped condition of a semi-slave.
No. 5 of the Chief Magistrate’s propositions is to the following effect.

5. ¢ It would be easy to arrange in fulure emigration that a part of the
Cooly’s earnings should be sent to Bengal from time to time, through a cor-
responding House of Agency.”

This is the only relief to the mind in the whole report, for it holds
out a faint prospect to the thousands of families who are left * to the
care of God” and their brothers of obtaining at least some small por-
tion of the immense savings of those who are too well off according
to the Courier, to return for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
Mahijans have advanced rice and stuff or not. We doubt however
the practicability of this, the most humane of all the Chief Magistrate’s
recommendations. What house will undertake to transmit to the
Dhangar country the scanty savings of these poor fellows ? And if they
should be so attentive to the interests of those whom they have desig-
nated the half-man half-monkey race, will they vouch for the reception
of the monies by the needy parties? Who will be their agents ? The
duffadars, the Dhingar-hunters or native sircars ? Will the wives and
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children obtain the earnings of their husbands and fathers? We opine
not ; for if the sirkérs cheated the men in Calcutta of their very blan-
kets and lotds, how much more easily, and with how much greater
impunity would they cheat and delude the still more helpless families
of these far-away men. It is a curious fact that zof ore of these 44
who appear to have afforded such especial satisfaction in their examina-
tion expressed themselves as positively disposed to veturn. The vast
majority explicitly refused—some did not know—none, no not one,
said yes—not even the returned wily kidnapper (sirkir as he is polite-
Jy called) himself. We believe all the recommendations in this and
former reports are the offspring of a humane mind, but if they are to
be acted upon, even on the testimony adduced, they must and will inflict
irreparable injury on the unhappy people of India.

Our sincere hope is that this question will not be discussed or
legislated upon in a party spirit, however powerful that party may be.
It is too serious a matter to be interfered with either by the ties of
private friendship, political influence or commercial aggrandizement.
It is a matter we believe affecting the best interests of millions of the
people of this continent, and as such it shall ever find in us a constant
but we trust an upright and fair opponent. Establish the Cooly trade
and you revive the Slave trade.

The real question is not the bettering of the condition of the peo-
ple—nay, it should be put thus. The interests of the decaying former
slave colonies of Britain versus the freedom of the poor and already too
muck oppressed ryots of India.

Paetrp.

CHRISTIAN ASPIRATIONS.
( For the Calcutta Christian Observer. )

Ask’st thou why, the world despising,
Unsatisfied with joys terrene,

The Christian soul delights in rising
To the world of bliss unseen ?

‘Tis not that earth affords no pleasures
Which he can taste with pure delight ;

It is that brighter far, the treasures
Kuown to Faith but not to Sight.

"T'is not that there are none around him
Whom his soul delights to love;

It is that stronger ties have bound him
T'o the Holy One above.

"Tis not that he would bear no longer
The toil that is man’s portion here ;

"Tis that he L ngs with powers far stronger,
To labour in a higher sphere.

"T'is not that here, in darkness shrouded,
He fails the hand of God to trace ;

'Tis that he longs, with eye unclouded,
To vizw his Muker face to face.



1841.] Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 241

MNMiggiomarp andy Religioug Lwtelligewee,

1.—Misstoxanry aAnNp EccLesiastican MoveEMENTS.

We have pleasure in announcing that it is the intention of the Direc-
tors of the London Missionary Sceiety to strengthen their Missions at
Benaves and Mirzapore by the addition of two labourers to each station.
Mrs. Paterson, the wife of the Rev. J. Paterson of Berhampore has
arrived on the Viscount Melbourne, (after an absence of only sixteen
months.) in improved health. Mr. and Mrs. P. have left for Berhampore.

2.—Governor GENERAL's MiNuTE.

\We have made room for part of the Governor General’s Minute on
Eduecation, and have done this as it marks an epoch in the history of
education in this land. IHence we have deemed it worthy of a place
in the Observer. Its length prevents our giving the whole or offering
any comments this month, but we shall do so in the next issue. In
the mean time we entreat the careful perusal of it by our readers, and
shall be Lappy to hear from any of them on the subject—a subject in-
volving the educational interests of one hundred millions of souls.

3.—~VERNACULAR SCRIPTURES.

We are happy in announcing that the Calcutta Bible Society have
made arrangements for obtaining the complete Bible in Hindusténi.
The Old Testament will be brought out under the superintendance of
the London Missionary Society’s Missionaries at Benares. The New
Testament is also in progress by the brethren of different denominations
at Benares. We trust the great Head of the Church will spare his ser-
vants to complete this important work. A specimen of the Biblein
Persic Hebrew charncter, as read by the Jews in Persia, has been for-
warded to the Bible Society. We sincercly trust the committee of that
Society will be enabled to adopt it, for it is a version in extensive requi-
sition by the ““lost sheep of the house of Israel.” A specimen of a trans-
Jation also of the Bokhara dialect has heen sent to the Society. The Oriya
Bible is now in course of translation for the Society. Small portions of
the Ilindustdni Scriptures in Persic character are being lithographed
by the Bible Society. Itis proposed to print the whole Hindustani Bible
in Arabic character, as well as the smaller portions in the Persian litho-
graphed form. A small edition of the Hindusténi Bible in Roman cha-
racter is just put to press. The friends of the Bible Society will gather
from these items of intelligence that it is not idle, and that it demands
the prompt and liberal aid of the friends of Christ.

‘T'he Baptist Missionaries in Calcutta have just issued the Pentateuch
in Bengdli. It is an earnest of the whole Bible in that language as in
course of translation by them. The typography is beautifully executed,
and the compactness of the volume a strong recommendation. Of the
literary merits of the work we need not speak ; the character of Dr.
Yates is a sufficient guarantee for its fidelity.

4,—Bnier Revont oF TnE Lapres’ Barrist MissioNary SocieTy, FoR 1840.
This Society, which is a Branch of the Calcutta Baptist Missionary

Society, was first formed in 1827, and for several years supported Mis-

sionary operations at Chitpur, both in education and the preaching of
VOL. 1l. 2k
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the Gospel to the heathen multitudes. At the beginning of 1837, opera-
tions at Chitpur were reluctantly given up, as the great unhealthiness of
the station rendered it impossible for the Missionary any longer to reside
there. After Chitpur was relinquished this Committee gave its aid to
the Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society in its general operations. As,
however, the Rev. Mr. Ellis, who was formerly at Chitpur,in charge
of the prosperous Seminary of this Society for the education of Hindu
youth through the medium of the English language, subsequently re-
nmoved to Entally, in the immediate neighbourhood of Caleutta, an
Institution for the same object was commenced therve in February, 1840,
called the Entelly Nutive Institution. The benevolence of a friend in
England has supplied the means of erecting large and commodious
school-premises, and there are now (February I841, one year from
its establislument) more than huudred youths on the register of the
school. From the rapid increase of boys, and the increased efliciency
of its management from the arrival of the Rev. G. Small, who is associa-
ted with Mr. Ellis, and it will probably soon increase to double that
number.

The education imparted is decidedly Christian, through the medium
of English, while close attention is given to their progress in the
Bengéli language, without which they must evidently be ill-fitted to
communicate the knowledge acquired to the mass of the people, who
never can obtain auy thing beyond a vernacular education, 'This will
be seen by looking over a list of the books ut present in use in the dif-
ferent classes.

First Class : —'T'he Old and New Testament Scriptures ; Companion to
the Bible ; Haldane's Evidence of Divine Revelation; Milton’s Paradise
Lost; Goldsmith’s Geography ; History of England ; McCulloch’s Eng-
Iish Grammar ; Clift's Political Economy ; Scientific Class Book ; Sim-
son’s Euclid ; Bridge's Algebra, with Arithmetic, and English Composi-
tion. In Bengdli :—Brajakissore’'s Bengdli Grammar ; Proverbs of So-
lomon and Bengali Composition.

Second Class: —New Testament; Companion to the Bible ; Lennie's
Grammar ; History of Rowe ; History of India; Clift’s Geography ;
QOutlines of Mechanies ; Geometry and Arithmetic. In Bengdli :—Book
of Genesis and Keith's Bengéli Grammar,

Third Class :—New Testament ; llistory of Bengal ; Outlines of Anci.
ent History ; Clift's Geography ; Lennie’'s Grammar ; Arithmetic and
Dictation. In Bengdli :—Gospels, and Keith's Bengdli Grammav.

Fourth Class :—1hird Lnglish Instructor ; Outlines of Ancient His-
tory ; Lennie’s English Grammar ; Clift's Geography ; Arithmetic and
Dictation. In Bengdli :—Parables of Christ,

Fifth Class:—Third English Instructor ; Elements of Grammar ;
Clift’s Geography ; Arvithmetic and Dictation,

Sizth Ctuss :—Second Iastructor ; Elements of Grummar, and Arith-
metic.

Seventh Class :— First Instructor, and Arithmetic,

Eighth Class : —English Alphabet.

The Committee feel that it is not now necessary to commend such In-
stitutions as a very powerful means of enlightening the mass of the peo-
ple, as well as of becoming the means of individual conversion from the
errors and abominations of heathenism to the truth and service of the
ever blessed God.

In conclusion the Committee would observe that this Institution is
almost wholly dependant on local support; its monthly expences
amount to about one hundred and sixty rupees, and a debt has recently
accumulated, to the extent of several hundred rupees. For the means
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of discharging this claim and maintaining the Institution in a state of
efficiency the Committee appeal to the liberality of the community.
They conceive the lnstitution has strong claims for pecuniary support
on all who seek the increase of kmowledge, truth and righteousness,
and especially ¢ the truth as it is in Jesus;”” and while they present
their warmest acknouwledgments for the liberal support hitherto
vendered, they earnestly solicit their continued patronage. The object
sought to be promoted is one which must commend itself to the lieart of
all who love the Saviour, who has testified that < it is more bhlessed to
give than to receive.”

5.—Prizes To Native StupeNTs.

Some time ago an advertisement gave notice that four prizes of 80
Rs. each would be given to as many native students belonging to the pub-
lic Schools in Caleutta. Examinations have been held for this purpose by
the Hon. Mr. Amos and Dr. John Grant. We have only heard of the
decision of the mathematical prize, which has been gained by Mahendraldl
Bacak, a Christian student in the General Assembly’s Institution. There
were eleven competitors, and while the exercises of Mahendra were the
best, Mr. Amos was so much pleased with all that he generously gave Rs.
200 to be divided equally amung the ten unsuccessful competitors,

6.—AnERICAN ANNuaL REpPORTs.

We have received by one of the last arrivals from the United States
the Reports of the Temperance Union, Bible, Tract, Home Missionary
and Seamen’s Friend Societies, together with the Reports of most of the
Foreign Missionary Societies. From these documents we gather, that the
American Church has in some measure recovered from that state of de-
pression which thie mercantile failures had induced for the last few years.
Still the operations of all the Societies appear to involve an expenditure
beyond their regular income ; yet the committees, with a zeal and faith
worthy of the cause they sustain, are prepared not only to continue their
present eflorts, but even to enlarge them in some of the more important
fields of action. \We both admire and commend this course. Let but our
‘I'ransatlantic friends and the executives of our own Missions but cease
to make excitement the source of aid,—let them but do the work of God
in his fear and the spirit of Christ, and He in whose hands are the hearts
of all men will never cavse them to lack the means, 'I'he success detail-
ed in these vinious reports is highly cheering; by alland every means, by
the preaching of the word, the distribution of the Bible and Tracts, the
education of the young, and the advance of femperance—Dby all these
means souls have been converted, and God glorified, showing us that in
whatever form divine truth is presented to the mind, under the blessing
of God it will prosper in the thing unto which He hacsent it. We regret
that our limited space will not allow us to extract from the Reports now
received.

7.=—Mavimain Baprist Misstonary Socierv.

We have been favored with the third Annual Report of the Maulmain
Baptist Missionary Society, from which we have given such extracts as
will furnish a detail of the operations of the Society. It is with pleasure
we make room for the extracts. ‘I'ie Maulmain Missionary Society is one
of the first to set the laudable example of raising funds from the Native
Christian community for the support of their Catechists. On this acconnt
we congralulate our esteemed brethren : but the success which has accom-

2 Kk 2 -
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panied their labours amongst the Karens is indeed matter for praise and
eucouragement. Not only are the converts numerous amongst these in-
teresting people, but they are stable and progressive i their attainments
and practice. ‘The Society has employed five Native Missionaries and hadl
its funds been equal to its means of doing good it might have employed
more lubourers : a field it has but not the means for ocenpying that field.

The Anniversary of the Society was held at Manlmain, 30th July,
1810. The following friends are the office-beurers. Chairman, Rev. S, M.
O:good.  Secretary, Mr. S II. MeKaigue.  Treasurer, Mr. B. D,
Tisbury. Committee, Rev. . lloward, Rev.J. IL Vinton, Rev. L. A.
Stevens, and Rev. T. Simons.

We leave the extracts to xpeak for themselves and would merely add
our sincere and hearty prayer that the Lord would abundantly bless our
devoted brethren in all their doings.

“ Nor isit enough to know that we have given onr influence, our
money, or our services, to aid in building up the kingdom of God ; the
motive with which they are given, also, demands our consideration.
The word of God dees not allow that assumption which some indulge,
and vauntingly proclaim, ¢ my power and the might of my hand hath
gotten me this wealth. It does, however, recognise the principle that
God, as the Sovereign of the Universe, bestows his blessings upon the
just and the unjust, and requires not only an acknowledgment of their
dependence, but also a right usc of the blessings he gives, and a disposi-
tion corresponding with the character of such dependence. Theapostle
Paul, onene occasion writing to the Corinthian ehuxch, says, ¢ Every man
a(':cording as he purposcth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly
or of necessity : for God loveth « cheerful giver., 1If our motive be right,
we shall give cheerfully, yea, rejoicingly. Is it not a privilege to he thus
engaged 7 Is there not an honor conferred on us by the condescension
of God, in deigning to clicit our co-operation in a work so glorious ? And
this is not all; there is a reward—yes, dear friends, a reward for him
who lubors faithfully until death in building up the kingdom of God.
He who soweth bountifully, shall reap also bountifully. There is that
scattereth, and yet increaseth. The liberal soul shall be made fat : and
he that watereth shall be watered also himself, ¢ Whoesoever,’ says the
Saviour, “shall give to drink unto one of these little ones, a cup of cold
water only, in the name of a disciple, verily, I say unto you, he shall in
no wise lose his reward,’

¢ A Missionary Society in a heathen land, having converted heathen
regularly contributing to its funds, from their scanty means, for the
spread of the gospel, has advantages over similur Societies formed in
countries already christianized, and these should excite its members to
rejoice more, and pray more, and exert themselves more. ‘T'he Karen
Christians have paid into the treasury of the Society for the year, through
their pastor, the Rev. J. H. Vinton, one hundred and two rupees—an ex-
ample worthy of imitation,”

“'The Suciety has employed, during the past year, five native assis-
tants. One has labored among the Peguans, three among the Karens,
and one among the Burmans.”

PEGUAN DEPARTMENT.

“The Rev. Mr. [Iaswell, under whose direction the assistant in this
department has labored, thus writes—

“ Ko Tau M’Ngay has been engaged during the year in preaching the
gospel and giving books; part of the time in Amherst, and part of the
time in other places. I think him to be a worthy and faithful assistant :
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my confidence in him increases the more I become acquainted with him.
I am unable to mention any particular instances of his usefulness, though
1 believe hie is doing good.”

PGHO KAREN DEPARTMENT.

«The assistant in this department has labored in villnges at the foot
of the Zuagaben mountains. He is under the direction of the Itev. Mur.
Stevens, who thus writes—

“IXo Awah has been employed the past year, much as the preceding,
preaching in Don Yan and the vicinity, and occasionally making excur-
sions into other parts of the jungle. Suvmetimes he has gone in company
with other assistants only, anud once with the late lamented Miss Macum.
ber. In the last mentioned excursion he went up the Chu_a.yah river,
into a region represented to be exceedingly unhealthy. ‘I'here the peo-
piec were ready to hear (the gospel, listened with attention, and many
acknowledged the truth of Christianity, and its claims on their obedience.
They mauifested also a degree of knowledge, which evinced that they
had not forgetton the instructions, nor lost the impressions of truth which
they received the year Lefore. Yet their understandings only were con-
vinced, their hearts still needed to be changed by the almighty power of
the Spirit of God. It wasin this region, and on this excursion, that
Miss Macumber imbibed the seeds of that disease which eventuated in
her death, and suddenly deprived the Kurens of one who prayed much,
and in labors, < did what she could,” for their temporal and spiritual wel-
fare. At this time ilso, IS0 Awah took thie same fever of which Miss
Macamber died, and has been so enfeebled by it, that for the last three
months he has not been able to resume his accustomed labors in preach-
ing. Hehas, however, in his house and elsewhere, as opportunity offered,
still been endeavoring to win his fellowomen to Christ.

“In the village of Don Yan, opposition has manifestly declined during

lie year, but the people are still in bondage to their sins, and need the
earnest prayers of the children of God.

<« It will doubtless be interesting to the Society to learn, that since
their last meeting a year axo, Ky Awah has been set apart to the office
of deacon in the chnreh of which he is 4 member. le is a good man, and
is confidently recommended to the continued patronage of the Society.”

$GAU KAREN DEPANTMENT.

“ In this department two assistants have been employed under the di-
rection of the Rev. My. Vinton. He reports concerning them as follows—

“ Ko Panlah continued at the station where he was laboring at the
time of the Jast anniversary of the Society, till near the close of the
rains.  [lis wife being dangerously ill, he was obliged to come down to
this place for medical aid. On the recovery of his wife, he did not return
to hisold place, as report said the village was about to be broken up. A
number of the inhabitants have expressed themselves determined to set-
tle at the different Christian villages, and become Christians.

* During the dry season he was employed in making various excursions
in the vicinity of Clietthingville and Newville. e is now at the latter
place, engazed in teaching and preaching. IHis labors there have been
blessed to the conversion of a number of individuals. One man of consi-
derable influence has recently been baptized, and a number of others are
apparently all but ready to own Christ publicly.

* Ko Panlah is wholly devoted to his work.” He appears to have but
one object of pursuit—the salvation of his fellow.countrymen, and like
all others who devote themselves to the attainment of a single object, is
uncommonly successful,

¢ ‘Tuhi-0o, during the last dry season, spent his time mainly among the
Shan Karens. His labors with them hive been blessed to the salvation
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of w number of souls. None have as yet been baptized, though n num-
ber, on his return, accowpanied him, to settle with the Christians, and
have made a profession of their faith in Christ. Eight or ten more ap-
pear firmly resolved to follow the same example, should their government
assume so hostile an attitude as to render it unsafe for them to be bap-
tized in their own village. He is now teaching school and preaching at
Bootah.”
BURMAN DEPARTMENT.

“ Owing to the low state of the treasury only one assistant has heen
employed in this department for the past yvear by the Socicty. Concern-
ing his labors, the Rev, Mr. Stevens reports—

* During the last vear Moung Shway Goon has not spent more than
one-third of his time in preaching. In December last he was takenas an
assistant into the Burman Theological School, which is at present located
in this place. L'lie object of this school is to prepare native preachers
and school teachiers for greater efficiency in their efforts to convert their
heathen countrymen to God. For this purpose it is considered of the
first consequence that the students be led to a proper understanding
of the word of God, which, with the divine blessing, is the only effectual
means of turning men from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God.  For it is the ¢sword of the spirit,” and the ‘power of
God unto salvation.”  Aceordingly, since being taken into the Seminary,
Moung Shway Goon has been occupied chielly in studying the seriptures,
both for his own benefit, and with the view of beiug ultimately employed
to assist in teaching. In addition to his own studies, he has been en-
gaged in preparing for the use of subsequent classes in the Seminary, a
copy of the lectuves aud interpretations of the seriptures, which have
been given orally by the instructor. This work is considered of the more
importance, inasmuch as there has not hitherto been printed in the Bur-
man language any thing in the shape of commentary, or any helps to the
understanding of the scriptures. It is hoped, thercfore, that his present
labors in this department, in addition to furnishing his own miud with
increased knowledge, and gualifying him for greater usefuless, will also
result in rendering important aid to the infant cause of Clrist in this
benighted country.

¢ Since his connexion with the Seminary, Moung Shway Goon lhas also
been on occasionul excursions into the jungle, and occasionally also at-
tended evening meetings in different parts of the town. Ile is diligent
and faithful in the discharge of the duties assigned him, and is confident-
ly recommended to the continued patronage of the Society.”

At the last anuiversary of the Society the state of the treasury being
embarrassed, it was resolved to dismiss one of the assistants employed in
the Burman department. 1t will be seen by the T'reasurer’s Report for
the past year, thut there is a balanee in favor of the Society suflicient to
justify the Committee in employing an additional Karen assistant, as the
salary paid to a Karen is little more than half of what is necessary for a
Burman. The Committee, trusting that the same inlerest which the
friends of the Society have taken in its welfuare, will be continued, have
employed Ko Chetthing, a man of age and experience, and mueh devoted
to the work of doing good among his countrymen.”

§.—Pusuvisa.

This new scourge of the church is, we regret to learn, on the increase
in the Episcopal church of India. Puseyism is nothing move nor less than
Popery in disguise iu its most dangerous form. 1t substitutes for, or puts
on an equalily with, the scriptures—the Fathers—Dbaptismal for spiritual
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regeneration—justification by works for justification by faith, and in direct
contradiction to the seriptures it teaches that the fundamental doctrine of
the gospel, the blessed atonement, ought to be taught with reserve. 1t
substitutes ceremonies for spirituality, and will-worship for true seriptural
devotion. It pleads for the dim light—the stoled boys—the daylight
tapers—priestly dominion aud laical subjection of the worst days of Po-
pery; and more—it says that the body of the chureh (its section) speaks
with thie authority which the apostles possessed —that is, they speak the
mind of God. DPopery certainly never went further—it could not exceed
this, and this in the chuvch of the Reformers! Alas! alas! how is the fine
gold become dim! We do trust and hope that the faithful in Christ Jesus
will not be deceived by this new form of Popery,and that the love of Christ
and his gospel will prevail over every attachment to sectional peculi-
arities, however dear these peculiarities may be. We trust that the re-
ports of any leaning to this deceptive heresy in those who are counted
faithful have no foundation in truth, and we sincerely hope we shall hear
of no more such things as the suppression of prayer-meetings —speaking
of the ministers of other sections of the church as no ministers, or of the
invalidity of their offices.

9.—Tavoy BaprisT MissioNAny SoCIETY.

A mannscript copy of the Tavoy Baptist Missionary Society’s Report
Lias been obligingly forwarded us. Its length prevents our publishing
the whole in the Observer. We have therefore, after selecting an extract
or two, handed it over to the Editors of the Herald, who have undertaken
to give it entire in that periodical. From the Report we gather that the
receipts for the past year had been Rs. 517-5.4, and the disbursements
Rs. 411-8-0. The following extracts will give our readers an idea of
what our good friends are doing in Tawvoy and its neighhourhood.

<« At this station your Society has supported a Karen preacher for seven
months during the last year, who besides preaching and instructing a
number of interesting inquirers has also taught a small sc.hool. The dis-
ciples spealk well of his labours and wish to have him again among them,
Some of the disciples from this station having removed to the head waters
of the Tavoy river, and expressing a wish to have a school in their new
village, a young man from our Karen school was sent and supported
there for five months during the last vains. e also conducted worship
on the sabbath and every evening in the weel, and appears to have done
very well. At the close of last rains Mr, and Mrs. Wade visited this new
village, and found the disciples doing well and greatly rejoicing to see
their teacher. Hearing of Mr. Wade's arvival, they hastened to meet
lim at the new village, so that he had the plesure of seeing the whole
church, twenty in number, assembled, with the exception of one old
woman who was not able to take the journey across the jungles. The
schools were examined, and the pupils who had before learned to read,
appeared to have made tolerable proficiency in their studies, while ten
new ones had learned to read quite fluently. Quite a number of inquir-
ers assembled with the disciples, seven of whom were examined belore
the church and baptized, making the present number twenty-nine, all in
good standing. Since Mr. Wade's visit all the disciples from Ya have
removed to the new village, while a part of the inhabitants of the new
village have removed further down the river, where they all intend final-
ly to settle. On account of this unsettled state of the Ya Karen Chris-
tians and the difficulty of obtaining rice, it has been thought best not to
send a preacher to reside ammong them during the present season,”
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Tuung Byouk.

<« One of the Missionaries who visited this place last season writes:
“My visit here is as iuteresting to me as visiting a little church from
whom oue has been long separated would be at home. The people muni-
fest their affection in every possible manner, and the neighbouring inha-
bitants crowd to hear the word of God, and elaim a recognization from
the teacher.” [I7ire persons were admitted to baptism, and four other
applicants deferred. Many others were found in the settlement, who
gave more or less evidence of being convinced of the truth of Chris.
tianity.

“ Une old man suffering from leprosy prays constantly to God and pro-
feszes ta believe in Christ.  Another, the wife of a former headman, has
been beaten by her husbhand for her attachment to Christianity. She
observed in his presence, ¢ It is wearisome work serving Satan, and
1 believe in the Lord Jesus Christ witl all my heart, but my husband’s
heart does not go with me, and what can 1 do?” Her married son said,
<I think 1 believe,” and her son-in.law, ‘1 am not perfectly decided
whether to become a Christian or not.” The old man expressed lis de-
termined rejection of Christianity in no measured terms, yet was disposed
to be civil, and in the evening after our visit came over to the house
where we passed the ni:ht, to attend worship. In unother family a woman
professed to approve of Christianity, but said, I cannot overcome my evil
disposition, and if I try to pray, wheun the night comes on, I am over-
come with sleep. On passing one house in the neighbourhood, we saw
a still at work, but one of its inhabitants, whom we found in the field,
professed to believe and expressed his de ire to breal off from his sins,
and said he was fully determined to do so, after conversiug with his
friends once more, whether they would consent or not. Two young mar.
ried men who have attended most of the meetings say, ¢ \We believe, but
our conduct will not allow us to become Christians this year.” A Pgho
man from a house a few miles distant attended several of the religious
services and mude many sensible and pertinent inquiries, but says he is
considering. ‘The assistant that was located here, had a small school
of six pupils during the rains.”

1t affords us sincere gratification to find the American brethren not
only at Mauimain but at Tavoy so diligent and abundant in lubor. They
stand ready to enter in and possess the land (Burmah) whenever the Lord
shall be pleased to give them a wide door and effectual by subduing the
bappy spirits who govern that land of cald-hearted idolatry. May he
speedily hasten the time when Burmah shall stretch forth her hands unto
God for the word of eternal life.

10.—Lonpon MisstoNnary Sociery.

The Forty-sixth Annual Report of the London Missionary Society has
come to hand.  The Society appears to hold on its way as in former years.
The following is a syllabus of the Society’s stations, agents, funds, presses,
schools, &c.

“ General Summary.,

““ In the several parts of the world connected with the Society’s opera-
tions, there are 361 stations and out-stations; 156 Missionaries ; 49 Eu-
ropean, and 451 Native, Assistants; making a total of 607 Alissionaries
and Assistants. Under the care of these are 101 churches, with 9,996 coin-
municants ; and 764 schools, containing 11,752 scholars,

“ There are 15 printing establishments, whose operations are noticed in
the reports of the respective stations to which they belong.

© Thé Divectors present their grateful acknowledgments to the Commit-
tee of the British and Foreign Bible Society for the fullowing grants : —
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3,000 copies of the Tahitian Scriptures ; 1,450 copies of St. Luke’s Gospel
and the Acts of the Apostles, in the Tahitian language ; 200 reams of
paper, to print the Old Testament in the langnage of Rarotonga; 95 Bi-
bles, and 170 Testaments, in various languages, but chiefly in the English ;
and £100 towards meeting the expense of trauslating the New Testament
and the Psalms into the Sitchuana language.

“I'he Directors also gratefully acknowledge the following grants from
the Committee of the Religious T'ract Society : —

“ Grants in money, £170, to be appropriated chiefly at Singapore and
Batavia ; 352 reams of paper, for printing tracts and religious books,
principally in the East Indies and Ultra Ganges; 41,000 publications
for Missions in the South Seas, Ultra Ganges, India, South Africa, and
the West Indies ; together with 2 Mission Libraries ; amounting in all
to L1146 10s.

0 Missionary Students.

¢ The number of students at present pursuing a course of preparatory
study, with a view to Missionary labour, under the auspices of the Society,
is TWENTY.

¢ Funds.

“ At the last Annual Meeting, the Directors were affectionately urged
by their Lrethren from the country to attempt during the year the aug-
mentation of the Society’s income to £100,000 per annum. This proposi-
tion was as warinly received as it was powerfully proposed and advocated,
and the united voice of the assembly responded, ‘* It shall stand.”” 'T'he
Directors have employed all practicable means to ¢arry into eflect this no-
ble resolution, and, although they cannot report complete success, they are
happy and thankful in being able to state that the contributions for the
year have amounted to £91,119 12, 10d., being an increase on the in-
come of the year preceding, of £25,629 2s. 5d. 'The expenditure has been
£62,197 05, 4d.”

< With feelings of inexpressible pleasure the Directors state that the
amount of contributions received from the mission-churches, and included
in the above amount, exceed £15,200, being an increase on the income
derived from the same sources in the year 1838, of £7,100.

“ Theincome of the Society, as now stated, includes no grant from Go-
vernment, either in this country orin the colonies, but consists solely of
the free.will offerings of the people.”

11.—Thae Tuinp Annvar Meerine or THE MecHaNrc's INsTrTUTION
was held last month, at the new Hall of the Institute. The Report
shows a steady progress towards permanent improvement during the
year. The prospects of the Institution are certainly brightening, and we
do hope that they may continue to improve until it shall answer every
purpose for which it was designed. Dr. Corbyo presided on the occasion.
The attendance was but limited.

12 —ANNIVERSARY OF THE D’anextin Acapemic Instirurion,

On Monday evening the st of March, the Fifteenth Annual Meeting
of the Parental Academic Institution was held at the Institution, Free
School Street. The Rev. T, Smith presided. The Report shewed a small
decrease in the number of pupils since last year; while the testimonials it
contained to the efficiency and health of the pupils was highly gratifying.
The resolutions were moved and seconded by the Rev. Messrs. Sandys
and Boaz, and Messrs. Pote, DeRozario, Lackersteen, Rose and Palmer.
‘T'he attendance was not so numerous as on some previous occasions. ‘I'he
Institution is one which demands the support of all interested in the
religious education of East Indian youth.

VoL, 1L 2L
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18.—Tue Montury Misstonary Praven MeeTiNG
wag held at the Civcular Road Chapel on Monday evening the 1st of March.
Theaddress was delivered by the Rev. A. Leslie—subject, The Progressive
Nature of Christ's Kingdom. The devotional parts of the service were
conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Evans and DeRodt. The attendance was,
we are happy to learn, very encouraging.

14.—~Tae AnNvaL ExaMINATION oF THE perins o tnE Hinpu CoLLece
took place at the Town Hall on the 26th of Feb. It should rather be
called an exhibition, for the examinations appear to have been held for
some time past at the College. The Governor General presided. The
Report of the examinations was read by Professor Richardson ; it contained
high testimonials as to the proficiency of the students, although the pub-
lic prints do not speak favourably of the examination as compared with
former years. ‘The attendance was very considerable.

15,—Tne Arxnvar Distrierion oF Prizes To tue S1UbneENTS OF THE
Meprcar CoLLEGE

took place a few days ago. The Governor General distributed the
prizes accompanied by encouraging remarks to the pupils. We sincerely
rejoice in the success of the Medical College. It is a noble triumph over
some of the strongest prejudices of the native community. While, however
we admit this, we cannot allow the observation of a contemporary to pass
unnoticed. Speaking of the labors of Missionaries and the College, he
appears to insinuate that theone (the College) has succeeded over native
prejudice, while Christianity has scarcely affected aught. If Christianity
had the prospect of pecuniary employment in the vista, and if it had ag
little interference with the sinful practices of the natives, the parallel
might have been equal and the results demanded the serious consideration
of the friends of Missions, Bat since Christianity has had no such aids—
nay on the contrary hasbeen discountenanced by the Government, all whose
influence has been thrown into the scale of heathen and Chvistless Schools
—since this has been the case we cannot wonder that the College should
have succeeded and the cause of Christ progressed so slowly. Not that
we are anxious that the Government should so identify itself with religion
as it has done with the College ; we think this would be a real bane : but
we are anxious that the Government and its advocates in these matters
should cease to cill things by wrong names, and to institute invidious and
unfair comparisons. To speak of the neutrulity of Government in matters
of education, when we find its influence and the presence and sanction
of its head afforded to heathen ohjects, while it is as carefully with-
held from every thing Christian—to call this neutrality is a mere mockery
of terms. To speak of neutrality when the Sabbath is violated by public
examinations of the pupils of these institutions is an insult to one (the
Christian) portion of the community, while it is a flagrant injustice to the
other (the [lindu). Let us call things by their right names, and institute
correct comparisons—comparisons at least between things that are equal.

16.—Deatu or Dr. CrannriBuTr.

Our contemporaries have announced the death of Dr. Clarributt,
attached to the Akyab station, and they have all passed on him the highest
eulogiums ; nor are they undeserved, for we can add on our testimony
that a kinder, more skilful, or more devoted man than Dr. Clarributt
could not generally be found. Inhim not only have the residents in
Arracan lost a valuable friend and skilful adviser, but science a warm and
enterprizing coadjutor. He is another added to the already terrible cata-
logue of deaths in that land of death.
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17.—Barasone Scroor.

‘I'he Second Annual Examination of the Balasore School took place on
the 25th instant in the Custom Ilouse. Dr. Dicken, Mr. Brown, and some
ladies were present on this interesting occasion. The School is con-
ducted by Babu Debi Xrishna Manna, astudent of the General Assembly’s
Institution, and supported by subscription. ‘T'he plan of education is the
same as that pursued in the above Institution. “The first Class (three
boys) was examined by Mr. Brown in the following branches. History
of Bengal, Clift's Geography, \Woollaston's Grammar, No. II[. Instructor,
Arithmetic (as far as Compound Division), and Gospel of Matthew. The
second in Grammar, No. I11. Instructor, Spelling and Arithmetic (simple
multiplication). The thirdin Instructor No. 11, Spelling. The fourth in
No. 1. lnstructor and No. 1. Spelling. 'The replies of the boys were very
satisfactory and highly creditable, though their pronunciation was not
faultless. ~At the close of the examination Dr. Dicken and Mrs. Bond
distributed the prizes to the most deserving. 7The present number in
the list is 32, Besides the above branches of English education, Uriya is
also taught in the Institution.

RBalasore, 26th Jan. 1841,

18.—CevLoN Baprist MissioNnary Sociery.

Agrecably to notice the annual meeting of the Ceylon Baptist Mission-
ary Society took place in the Pettah Chapel, and was numerously and
respectably attended.—The Governor had promised to take the Chair,
but in His Excellency’s unavoidable absence it was well and efficiently
filled by 8ir Anthony Oliphant, Chief Justice of the Colony, whose open-
ing address was highly distinguished by a feeling of Christian liberality.
The meeting was afterwards addressed by several clergymen, of various
denominations and other gentlemen, civil and military, including the
Rev. Mr. Macvicar of the Scotch Church, Rev. Mr. Palm, Jr. Dutch
Reformed, the Rev. Mr. Hardy, Wesleyan, Mr. Selby, Advocate, Lieut.
Maberly, R. A., Mr. Dalziel, Superintendent of Police, Mr. Elliott, Rev.
E. Daniel, Mr. Ferguson and Mr. McCarthy. The Report was read by
the Rev. Mur. Ilarris, by which it appears that about 130 persons had
been baptized within the last year—that the expenditure of the Mission
had amounted to £1200 ; that 1200 children are educated in the Schools
—that a Printing Press is daily expected from England when a New
Translation of the Scriptures and other works will be undertaken, and
that on the whole the prospects of the Mission are cheering.

19.—Menmoir oF THE Rev. W. H. PeaRrce.

We have been favored with a copy of the Memoirs of the late Rev. W,
H. Pearce, just published by the Baptist Mission Press. It contains a
mass of highly interesting matter not only in reference to Mr. Pearce’s
personal history, but much also which has reference to the rise and progress
of several of our religious and benevolent institutions, in many of which he
took a most prominent part. The volume will therefore be valuable not
merely as ¢ the record of a good man’s life,” but as it has given accuracy
and permanency to many important facts connected with Mission history.
‘The spirit in which it is written is candid, the style easy and the general
impression salutary to the Mission cause.

20.—Sa1Lor’s Homes.

We regret to learn that the Calcutta Sailor’s Home and the Homes at
Bombay and Madras are not in such a pecuniary condition as to enable
them to prosecute their important labours with that vigour which they
must do if they are ever effectually to cope with the evils they were desigu-

2 L2
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ed to cure.  This is indeed to be lamented ; but may not the evils in some
measure rest with those who have the conduct of these institutions ; let
them but adopt enlarged plans, and set a more extensive and vigorous
agency to worl, and shew the practical inroads they have made on the ter-
ritory of wickedness, and we are confident they will not lack the silver
and the gold. A good done and presented as & motive is a more powerful
pleader than the most excellent theory.

The Homes have, we presume, been homes for the respectable and well.
disposed, but they have done little towards effecting a reformation of the
vicious, and this because they have not employed such agencies as alone
can, under God, accomvlish the desired end. If the managers of our
Homes are content to secure for the well-dispesed a home, and if this is
all they have marked out for themselves, well ; they have done all that
has been proposed—but is it enough? Ought they not to attempt to
rescuc the poor fellows from all the ills of the crimping system, and can
this be done by the mere opening of a home, however well conducted ?
Certainly not; for it should never lie out of mind that the crimps have a
host of active agents, whose business it is to minister in every way to the
vicious habits of the poor fellows ; and will the mere providing a home
ever be able to cope with this ? No, the committees of every Home should
(especially the one in Calcutta) employ a number of active and honest
agents whose whole business it should be to induce the men to make the
Home their first and permanent Home ?  No trouble and expense shonld
be spared to effect this ? Nor should the managers of the Calcutta Home
rest from devising plans and employing agents until they see the wretched
hovels in the Bow Bazar comparatively deserted. Were this done, and
we do not think it impossible (although we admit it is difficult)—we are
convinced that the funds necessary for carrying on their operations would
not be needed. 'The welfure of seamen is a subject which interests the best
feelings of every heart, and every well-directed effort to secure their
welfare will not fail to obtain the support of every class of the community.
Our recommendation to the committee of the Home is, ¢ Attempt great
things.”

21.—Na1ive EpucaTIon.
Minute by the Right IHonourable the Governor General.

I have not hitherto, since [ assumed charge of the Government, record-
ed my sentiments at any length on the important questions which regard
the Dbest means of promoting Education amongst the Natives of India.
The subject is one of the highest interest, and especially calls for calm
consideration and for combined effort. But unhappily I have found
violent differences existing upen it, and it was for atime, (now I trust
past or fast passing away,) a watchword for violent dissension, and in
some measure of personal feeling. I judged it best, under these circum-
stances, to abstain from what might have led me into unprofitable contro-
versy, and to allow time and experience to act, with their usual healing
and enlightening influence, upon general opinion. I may earnestly hope
that we are now not very far remote from arriving at sume satisfactory
result in respect to our Education Controversies,and I will approach the
topic, with the hope of contributing in some degree to this end.

2. Annexed to this paper will be found a note compiled by Mr. Colvin,
containing a condensed view of the principal facts, and of occasional
notices of some considerations suggested by them, which relate to the
general progress and present condition of the plans of Native Instruction
as pursued in different parts of India, and of the tenour of the most
important directions on the subject of Public Instruction which have heen
received from the Flonourable the Court of Directors, and with reference



1841.] Missionary and Religious Inlelligence. 2563

to those facts, as they apply particularly to the progress effected in the
different Presidencies, and to the circumstances which have come under
my observation, when at the seat of several of onr Institutions in Bengal,
1 will endeavour to state with all fairness the conclusions to which I
have brought my mind on this subject.

3. 1 have first however to state my opinions on two specific references
connected with the question which are befure me from the President in
Council—the one relating to the appropriation of I'unds heretofore assign-
ed to purticular Institutions, and the other to Mr. Adam's sclhieme for
the improvement of the Indigenous Schools in the Bengal and Behar
districts.

4. Before entering on the details of the first of these subjects, I may
observe that it may in my opinion be clearly admitted, and 1 am glad
from the papers before me, to see that this opinion is supported by the
authority of Mr. Prinsep, that the insufficiency of the Funds assigned
by the State for the purposes of public instruction has been amongst the
main causes of the violent disputes which have taken place upon the
cducation question, and that if the Funds previously appropriated to
the cultivation of Oriental Literature had been spared, and other means
placed at the disposal of the promoters of English Education, they might
have pursued their object aided by the good wishes of all. In the
Bengal Presidency, with its immense territory and a revenue of above 13
millions, the yearly expenditure of the Government on this account is
little in excess of £24,000 or 210,000 Rupees™, and I need not say how in
a conntry like India, it is to the Government that the population must
mainly look for facilities in the acquisition of improved learning. There
is, 1 well know, the strongest desire on the part of the authorities, both
in England and India, to support every well arranged plan for the ex-
tension of Education, and the dispatches of the Honourable Court are
full of the evidence of their anxiety on the subject. I may cite in par-
ticular the declaration of a dispatch of the 18th February, 1821. < In
the mean time we wish you to be fully apprized of our zeal for the pro-
gress and improvement of Education among the natives of India and of
our willingness to make considerable sacrifices to that important end, if
proper means for the attainment of it could be pointed out to us.” Such
we may be assured is the feeling by which the Court is up to this time
guided, and the difficulty has been not in any unwillingness to grant the
money necessary to give effect to good pluns, but in framing such plans,
on principles admitted to be satisfactory, and in finding fitting agents for
the execution of them. I have alluded to the limited amount and to the
existing appropriation of our present funds,not certainly with the slighest
idea of casting reproach upon the previous course of administration, but
merely as a fact which is of importance in its bearing upon former discus-
sions. The sum immediately at command was limited. Parties wishing
to promote the diffusion of knowledge in different forms contended
eagerly the one to retain, the other to gain, that sum for the schemes to

* Parliamentary Grant, ceocvianescases 8,688
Interest on Goveroment Notes, ...... thevesesaanrececane . 3,030
MAriS3B,eu seseasvrassceecasnsresssoosoacsssoanssnssasensarassrss anoaes 2,666
Sanscrit COMEEE, «ucecierssseoassesssorcssarasesancasscsasanocansnneses 2,055
Delhi Escheat Fund, eicveiiieiereieetiencencreconsensanssoseseeavess 250
Benares College, ooviecntariecorcncacscersvnscossrnrossasessoesiosesss 1,701

Agra College.
Endowment of Villages, c.cceiiierceren varercnrcnarocccrcronnesss 1175

Interest of Government INOLES, cos steevveroerense sreasessiasvens. 622
—_— 1,797

Per Mensem, Rs. 20,387
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which they were respectively favourable, and had fresh sums been at once
procurable, no one might have objected to their employment for a full
and fair experiment on the new ideas which began to prevail. ‘T'he in-
ference to which I would poiut from these facts and observations is, that
a principle of wise liberality, not stinting any object which can reasonably
be recommended, but granting a measared and discriminating encourage-
ment to all, is likely to command general acquiescence, and to obliterate,
it may be hoped, the recollection of the acrimony which has been so pre-
judicial to the public weal in the course of past proceedings. 'I'he Ho-
nourable Court have already, as was to be expected, acted on this princi-
ple. They have made a separate grant for the publication of works of
inlerest in the ancient literature of the country to be disbursed through
the appropriate channel of the Asiatic Society, and this measure is one
which has been hailed with universal satisfaction.

5. On the meritsof the first of the two questions immediately referred
to me, which 1 would consider in the spirit which I have here commend-
ed, I would at once say, on the position that the Government has given
a pledge that the funds heretofore assigned to particular institutions
shall continue to be so for ever appropriated, that 1 cannot hesitate to
express my conviction that the acts or intentions of the Government will
not justly bear this very exclusive and restrictive construction. I remem-
ber the discussion of April 1836, and certainly I did not understand that
the Resolution to which the Government then came was intended to have
the force of a perpetual guarantee of the expenditure, wholly within each
institution, (whatever might be the nature of the instruction to which
they might be devoted,) of the funds which might have been assigned to
it. The plain meaning of the proceedings and the profession of the Go-
vernment seems to me to have been that, stipends having been every
where discontinued, it would do nothing towards the abolition of the an-
cient Seminaries of Oriental learning, so long as the community might
desire to take advantage of them—their preservation as Oriental Semi-
naries being alone at that time within the contemplation of either party.
Had it been intended to promise that, whether Arabic, Sanscrit, or
English were taught, the particular Institutious should at all events be
retained, the meaning would surely have been expressed in much more
distinct terms, My impression of the state of the case is briefly this—that
the General Committee viewing the maintenance of the Oriental Colleges,
on the footing to which | have referred, as prescribed and secured, pro-
posed, to consolidate all separate grants into one General Fund, the sav-
ings of which, after the Oriental Colleges should have heen thus provid-
ed for, shiould be held by them to be clearly applicable to their general
purposes. ‘T'he answer of the Government on 13th April 1836, after a
discussion in which I in the first instance expressed a willingness to
assent to the propositions of the Committee, was in these guarded terms
—¢ under existing circumstunces, the Government in India thinks it wiil
not be advisahle to make the consvlidation into one fund of all grants,
made lieretofore by Government for purposes of education, as suggested
by the Sub-Committee of Finance, nor does his Lordship in Council
imagine that the Committee will be put to much inconvenience by drawing
its fund separately as herectofore, and crediting them whether derived
from a Government monthly grant or from the interest of stock previous-
Jy accumulated to the particular seminaries to which they have been
assigned, leaving any excess available in any institulion to be appropriated
as may appear most equitable with reference to the Ovders of Government,
7th Mavch, 1835, and the pledges and ussurinces THAT MAY IIAVE BELN
GIVEN to particular institutions.” ‘'he alteration of the word ¢ belong”
to “have been assigned” as marked above, will shew the spirit of com-
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promise amongst varying opinions in which the draft was agreed to.
T'here was here no statement that the consolidation was a thing wholly
out of the question. 'The diversion of funds from particular institutions
was admitted as i measure which might or might not be proper, and (the
circumstances of all institutions not being before the Government) there
is areservation for the pledges and assurances © that may have been
given” to some of them.

Under such areservation, if a specific promise in perpetuity of a par-
ticular sum to a particular institution could be shown, such a promise
would have of course to be respected ; but otherwise by these Orders of
April, 1636, things were left exactly as they stood before. Whilst
however, I am bound to declare that such is ey distinct impression on
the subject, and whilst for one I would reject the strict principle of
absolute and irreclaimable appropriation, I am yet strongly of opinion
that it will be best on every account to dispose of the question on the
principle of a liberal consideradon to all wants and claims, I see no
advantage to be gained in this case by a close contest for strict construe-
tions, and having taken a review of money estimates and of local wants,
I am satisfied that it will be best to abstract nothing from other useful
objects, while [ see at the same time nothing but good to le derived from
the employment of the funds which have been assigned to each Oriental
Seminary, exclusively on instruction in, or in connexion with, that
Seminary. I would also give a decided preference, within these Institu-
tions, to the promotion in the first instance of perfect efficiency in Oriental
instruction, and only after that object shall have been properly secured
in proportion to the demand for it, would I assign the funds to the
creation or support of English classes. At the same time, I would supply
to the General Committee of Public Instruction from the Revenues of
the State any deficiency that this Resolution might causein the general
income at their disposal. And if they should already have partially used
for other objects, the savings arising from the Seminaries supported by
special funds, I would in recalling such savings, protect the General
Committee from loss on that account. 'I'he Statementin the margin® will
shew the contribution from the Revenue which this final settlement of
the subject will occasion. It will be perceived that, calculating from the
amount of stipends as they existed untouched in the end of 1834, and
deducting 1-4th as required at all events for the Oriental Colleges under
a Scheme of Scholarships such as I shall hereafter state that I would
approve, the additional Annual Disbursement from the T'reasury will be
about 25,000 Rupees, and perhaps there may be 6,000 Rupees more
per annum on account of the office, which has been abolished, of Secre-
tary to Sanscrit College at Benares. I am well persuaded that the
Honourahle Court will approve of our having closed these coutro-
versies at this limited amount of increased expense. I would, upon
this understanding, willingly join in the directions sent to the General
Committee in the letter of Mr. Prinsep on the 31st of July last, ¢ to avoid

Amount of Stipends
Dec. 1834. Per ann.
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making any alienation” (from the assigned funds of the Oriental Institu-
tions) ¢ without previously soliciling the sanction of Government.”
They should, as 1 have said, be desired to appropriate the funds within
the Oriental Colleges, first to Oriental and then to English instruction.
I would not on any account admit the extension of the system of
scliolarships within these Colleges beyond the general proportion, (which
should be on a liberal scale) allowed elsewhere, for this would be an
excessive and artificial encouragement which might be justly objected
to. But I would secure the most eminent Professors for the Col-
leges. I would encourage the preparation, within the limits of the
funds, of the most useful Bools of Instruction, such as of the Sid-
dhants and Sanscrit version of Euclid which Mr. Wilkinson has urged
upon us, and I would provide in some formn which the General Com-
mittee should be required to take into early consideration, for an improv-
ed und cffective superintendence of the Oriental Colleges of the North
Western Provinces, where [ know that sueh a supervision is very obvi-
ously required. IFunds that might still remain available could be
doubtless to much advantage devoted to European instruction in union
with those particular Institutions, and 1 should look with very warm
interest to an efficient scheme for imparting English Jducation to
Mahonedans at the Madrissa in Calcutta.

6. The other reference made to me is with regard to Mr. Adam’s plan
for the improvement of indigenous Schools and ‘I'eachers. 1 would
observe upou it that it is impossible to read his valuable and intelligent
report, without being painfully impressed with the low state of instruc-
tion as it exists amongst the immense masses of the Indian population.
Attempts to correct so lamentable an evil may well be eagerly embraced
by benevolent minds. Yet 1 cannot but feel with the President in Coun-
cil that the period has not yet arrived when the Government can join in
these attempts with reasonable Lope of practical good. When Mr.
Adam enforces his views** for the instruction of the poor and ignorant,
those who are too ignorant to understand the evils of ignorance, and too
poor, even if they did, to be able to remove them,” the inference irresisti-
bly presents itself that among these is not the field in wlhich our efforts
can at present be most successfully employed. 'The small stock of know-
ledge which can now be given in Elementary Schools will of itself do
little for the advancemeunt of a people. The first step must be to diffuse
wider information, and better sentiments amongst the upper and middle
classes, for it seems, as may be gathered from the Lest authorities on the
subject, that a scheme of general instruction can only be perfect, as it
comprehends a regularly progressive provision for higher tuition, In the
European States where such systems have Dbeen recently extensively
matured, this principle is, | believe, universally observed. Thereisa
complete series of Universities in great Towns, of Academiesin pro-
vincial divisions, and of small local Schools, all connected in a com-
bined plan of instruetion, The extension of the plan tothe Parish or
Village School has been the last stage, us must naturally have been
the case, in the national progress. Mr. Adam's plan contemplated
such a rise of uble pupils from the Village to the Zillah Schools, but
the suggestion could not immediately have effect. llere we are yet
engaged on the formalion and eflicient direction of our Upper Insti-
tutions. VWhen, indeed, the series of vernacular class of Booulks for
our single ziliuh Schools, which is still a desideratum, and to which
1 shall subsequently vefer, shall have been published and their utility
shall have been established by practice, Mr. Adam’s recommendations
may be taken up with some fairer prospect of advantage. For the
present I would confine our measures in reference to his reports to in<
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junctions on the General Committee that they bear in mind his parti-
cular suggestions and objects in determining on the series of Class Books
referred to. I would submit the plan to the Honourable Court for the
expression of their sentiments and wishes —and in the collection of infor.
mation for an eventual decision I would make use of the experience
which the Bombay measures of Village instruction, alluded to in the note
annexed, will have afforded. For this purpose [ would communicate Mr.
Adam’s Report to the Government of Bombay, and ask how far the
scheme which he describes is in accordance with that which is pursued
in the Provinces of that Presidency—and what opinion may be formed
from the result already obtained by their Village schools, of the propriety
of carrying out Mr. Adam’s plans in their important parts. The encou-
ragement (o existing Schoolmasters, which is the leading suggestion in
Mr. Adam’s plan, will probably have been largely tried at Bombay, and
the extent to which those School Masters have reaped improvement under
such encouragement will be a most interesting subject ofinquiry. 1 learn
also in the course of my enquiries regarding the previous progress of Edu-
cation in India, that a School Society existed for some time in Calcutta,
the operations of which were directed with partial success to the amend.
ment of indigenous Schools. Mr. Hare will prabably be able to explain the
history of this Society, which drew a grant of 400 or 500 Rupees a month
from Government, and to give also the causes of its extinction : I would
ask this Gentleman to favour Government with a report regarding that
Society. And I would conclude upon this subject by recording my
opinion that, when such a scheme as that proposed by M¢. Adam comes
to be tried, the arrangements for introducing it should be on a liberal
and effective scale, and that it ought not to be undertaken at all until
the Government is satisfied that it has at command a thoroughly zealous
and qualified superintendence.

7. Having said thus much in answer to the references made to me by
the President in Council, I would proceed to record my observations
upon the topics which seemn to me most important in regard to our plans
of Education. I strongly feel that, ia all that we can do, we must be
prepared for much disappointment in our early efforts to satisfy the de-
mands made upon us on this subject. By some it will be lamented that
we do not at once perfect enlarged schemes for general Education; by
others it will be regretted that what we do for the best pupils of our few
Seminaries seeins to produce so partial an effect. Feelings of this nature
will attend us in whatcever attempts we may engage for the improvement
of any branch of our Indian Government. Qur governing and instructed
class belongs to a highly civilized community. It is in active and in-
creasing intercourse with the European world where, in an advanced
state of society, skill and enterprize are daily gaining new triumphs, It
is naturally impatient for the introduction in India of every plan which
has, though probably after repeated trials and failures, been adopted
with success in European countries. And the spivit of free discussion
excites benevolent minds to bring forward the most extensive projects.
On the other hand, we are dealing with a poor people, to the vast majority
of whom the means of livelihood is a much more pressing olject than
facilities for any better description or wider range of study, Our hold
over this people is very imperfect, and our power of offering motives to
stimulate their zeal is but of confined extent. The Agency which we
can employ forreform is extremely narrow and liable to constant derange-
ment. Of those who are willing to devote their energies to the business
of giving or superintending instruction, Oriental Scholars are apt to le
unduly prepossessed in favour of acquirements obtained by much lu-
bour, and to which they are indebted for their reputation; while
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mere European Scholars are liable to be ignorant of, and neglect national
feeling, or are at all events incompetent to make a proper use of native
means for the execution of their plans. Where even the mind of an able
pupil has been very greatly informed and enlightened, the knowledge
gained by him may seem to produce no adequately corresponding result
in after life. The student may stand alone in the family or society of
which he forms a part. These can very generally have few feelings in
common with him, and he maybe unhappy and discontented in his peculiar
position, or he may yield to the influences by which he is surrounded,
and accommodate himself to the sentiments and practices which his rea-
son had taught him to disapprove. Add to this, that if he finds that his
knowledge opensto him the prospect of advancement he will, undera
restricted competition, be over-confident in his own powers and unreason-
able in his expectations, while at the same time he will be tempted to relux
in the exertions necessary to maintain, or carry forward, the standard of
proficiency at which he had arrived. Theseare circumstances of Lhe oper-
ation of which we must all I think in a greater or less degree have had
practical experience. 1 can only say upon them that we must neither en-
tertain sanguine or premature hopes of general success, nor yet allow
ourselves to be seriously discouraged. Ve must be content to lay even
the first rude foundations of good systems, and trust for the rest to time,
to the increasing demand of the public and of individuals for the services
of educated men, to the extension which must every year take place ofthe
Agency for instructionat the command of Government, and to the certain
effects of the spread, however slow, of knowledge, and of the gradual
growth of wealth and intelligence in the commuuity.

8. I would in now offering my opinions and suggestions on the present
practical directions of our plans, desire to consider the question of our
educational policy as one of interest to every portion of the empire,
without minute reference to merely local and temporary discussions,
I am aware that we are yet in expectation of the orders of the Home
Authorities on the subject of the changes in the scheme of education in
Bengal, which were adopted by the Government in 1835. But I would
not on this account longer withhold the explanation of my own sentiments
on the course which should be adopted, and I do not anticipate that in
what 1 shall propose, I shall be found to have deviated in any material
degree from the wishes of the Honourable Court.

9. I would first observe that 1 most cordially agree with the Court in
their opinion, which is quoted in paragraph 45 of Mur. Colvin’s note, that,
with a view to the moral and intellectual improvement of the people,
the great primary object isthe extension among those who have leisure
for advanced study, of the most complete education in our power, There
cannot, L think, be a doubt of the justice of their statement that «“ by
raising the standard of instruction among these classes, we would even-
tually produce a much greater and more beneficial change in the ideas
and feelings of the community than we can hope to produce b a-ting
dirvectly on the more numerous class.” Itis not to be implied from this
that in my view elementary education for the mass of the people isa
thing necessarily to be neglected, or postponed for an indefinite period,
but it will have been seen that the hope of acting immediately and
powerfully on the mass of the poor peasantry of Indiais certainly far
from being strong with me. And the practical question therefore, to
which I would endeavour hefure all others to give my attention is the
mode in which we may hope to communicate a higher education with the
greatest prospect of success.

10. One mode which has been ably contended for is that of engraft-
ing European knowledge on the studies of the existing learned classes,
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—of the Moulvees and Pundits of India, I confess that from such means
I anticipate only very partial and imperfect results. I would, in the
strictest good faith, and to the fullest extent, make good the promise of
upholding while the people resort to them, our established Institutions
of Oriental learning. 1 would make those Institutions equal sharers
with others in any general advantages or encouragements which we are
satisfied ought to be afforded with a view to the promotion of due effi-
ciency in study. I would from the funds which have been before allowed
to them assist in them, as I have already said, any judicious plans for
ameliorating the course of study, as by aiding the publication of works
which may seem likely to le decidedly useful to the students. Nor am
1 at all disposed to undervalue the amount of sound education and mora-
lity which is to be acquired at these Seminaries, even witlout calling in
the resources of European Science and Literature. I will not profess
deep respect for the mere laborious study of a difficult language, or of
the refinements and subtilties of scholastic learning. But sensible, as
assuredly I am, of the radical errors and deficiencies of the Oriental
system, I am yet aware that the effect of 2]l advanced education, and I
will add especially of a Mahomedan education, is in cherishing habits of
reflection, of diligence, and of honorable emulation, that it tends also
to elevate the tone of moral character, though its practical effect is
unfortunately too frequently marred by the domestic and social habits of
Oriental life. Judging however, from the common principles of human
nature, and from such experience as is referred to in the case of Mr.
Wilkinson at Bhopal, it is not to the students of our Oriental Colleges,
trained as it will be admitted that they are in & faulty system to which
they are yet naturally and ardently attached, that I would look for my
chief instruments in the propagation of a new knowledge and more en-
larged ideas. It was not through the professors of our ancient schools,
but by the efforts of original thonght and independent minds that the
course of philesophical and scientific investigation and of scholastic disci-
pline was for the most part reformed in Europe. The process of transla-
tion, it is to be added, into the learned languages must unavoidally e so
slow that, on that account alone, the arguments in favour of a more direct
method of proceeding appear to me conclusively eonvincing.

11. Another class of recommendations is,that all the leading facts and
principles of our literature and science be transferred by translations into
the vernacular tongues, Mr. Hodgson in his book on Eduecation, says,
“ As a practical measure for the immediate adoption of Government, I
have no hesitation in saying that to found a College for the rearing of a
competent body of translators and of schoolmasters, in other words, for
the systematic supply of good vernacular books and good vernacular
teachers (leaving the public to employ both, in case the Government fund
be adequate to no more than the maintenance of such College) would be
an infinitely better disposal of the Parliamentary grant than the present
application of it to the training of a promiscuous crowd of Lnglish
smatterers, whose average period of schooling cannct by possibility, fie
them to be regenerators of their country, vet for whose further and
efficient prosecution of studies, so difficult and so alien to ordinary uses,
there is no provision nor inducement whatever.”

12. But those who support this course overlook in the first place the
extreme practical difficulty of preparing any very extensive course of
translated or adapted works. We are speaking now of the meens of an
advanced and thorough education, and not of a limited series of works for
the purposes of common instruction, to the compilation of which, as I
shall have immediate occasion to remark, I am entirely favorable. The
difficulties of translation have been illustrated by our knowledge of what
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has Leen effected at Bombay, where the object has been prosecuted with
much zeal,and I have annexed to this Minute a list of the works which
have been prepared in Arabic by the European Officers attached to the
service of the Pasha of Egypt, and it will be seen how very confined the
number is, excepting in works of Military, Medical, or other Science. The
clear truth seems to be that works of science may, at least to some con-
siderable extent, (their range being necessarily contracted) be rendered
into other languages within a comparatively moderate period, but the
translation, within any time the extent of which we could reasonubly
calculate, of any thing like a sufficient library of works of general litera-
ture, history, and philosophy, is an impossible task. I lave only, there-
fore, to conclude on this point by stating my entire concurrence in the
opinion which has been quoted in the note from a despatch of the Houe
ourable Court to the effect * that the higher tone and better spirit of
European Literature can produce their full effect only on those who
become familiar with them in the original languages.”

13. I would then malke it my principal aim to communicate through
the means of the English language, a complete Education in European
Literature, Philosophy and Science to the greatest number of students
who may be found ready to accept it at our hands, and for whose instruc-
tion our funds will admit of our providing. All our experience proves
that by such a method, » real and powerful stimulus is given to the native
mind. We have seen that in Bombay as at Calcutta, from the time at
which effective arrangements have been made for the higher branches of
instruction in English, the understandings of the Students have been
thoroughly interested and roused, and that the consequences have
wonderfully, to use the words of the Calcutts Committee of Public In-
struction in 1831, ‘‘ surpassed expectation.” The difficuity which attends
this course is the very important one, not of principle, but of practice,
namely, that the wants and circumstances of our Indian population bring
to our Colleges so few who desire, or are able to receive from us the
complete English education, which it is our olject to impart to them.
Those who look with greater confidence to other methads of diffusing
knowledge in this country, dwell especially upon this difficulty. Mr.
Hodgson, argues that we have no reasonable ground to hope here for the
same wide study of English Literature, and subsequent use of the in.
formation acquired in it for the purposes of vernacular composition, as
occurred in the different stages of European civilization with reference to
the Greek and Roman models from which that civilization was chiefly
derived. His words are, “ ‘I'rue the difficult und inapt Science of Greece
and Rome was in modern Europe, first mastered in itself, and eventually
worlced into our own speech and minds. But how? by the employment
of means adequate to the end by the existence of circumstance most

owerfully efficient to forward that end. A thousand predisposing causes

ed 2 mighty nobility to seek in this lore the appropriate ornament of their
rank and station. A Church which monopolised a third of the wealth of
the Continent, called Rome its mother and Greece its foster-mother, and
throughout the great part of that Continent, the liw, Ecclesiastical and
Civil, was even lingually Roman. Hence the magonificent endowments
and estublishments and permanent inducements of all kinds by which a
difficult and exotic learning was at length effectually naturalized amongst
us. llence the scholar if he pleased, might pursue in retiremeot letters
as a profession, assured of a comfortable provision for life ; or ifhe pleas.
ed, he might devote himself to the task of instructing the scions of a
most influential and wealthy nobility, all of them from peculiar associa-
tion necessitated to become his pupils whether they profited by his lessons
or not, and thereby affording him the certainty of an enduring means of
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Jivelihood, or if he pleased he might pass from the Cloister or the Col-
lege into the world, and there find the greater part of its most important
concerns subservient to the uses and abuses of his peculiar gifts.”

14. Mr. Wilkinson has also on different occasions remnrked that it
geems to him that Education in English should be confined for the pre-
sent to the Presidencies, and to some of the principal Provincial Stations,
us being the only places at which there is yet an actual demand for it.

15. Mr. Adam says of the condition of our English Scholars—¢ Ex-
traordinary efforts have been made to extend a kuowledge of the English
language to the Nutives, but those who have more or less profited by the
oppurtunities presented to them do not find much scope for their atiain-
ments, which on the other hand little fit them for the ordinary pursuits
of native society. ‘I'hey have not received a good Native education, and
the English education they have received finds little if any use. There
is thus a want of sympathy between themn and their countrymen, although
they constitute a ¢lass from which their countrymen might derive much
benefit. Thereis also little sympathy between them and the foreign rulers
of the country, because they feel that they have Leen raised out of one
class of society without having a recognized place in any other class.”

16. But | believe that, in all these opinions, the practical value of
superior English acquirements is very greatly underrated. A familiarity
with the general principles of legislation and government, and the power
of offering information or opinions upon public affairs in English Reports,
(which is the form in which the lhigher correspondence regarding the
British Administration in India will, of course, always be conducted)
must be qualifications so directly useful, as (not to speak of the recom-
mendations of an improved moral churacter), to insure to the possessors
of them a perference for the most lucrative public employments, after
they shall have acquired that knowledge of life and of business, and that
good opinion amonyg those who have had opportunities of witnessing their
conduct, whicl meve book-learning never can bestow. There are as yet,
no doubt, circumstances of temporary operation, which will keep for a
period our best English Sclolars from reaping from their studies all the
worldly profit which will ultimately accrue to them. Our course of
instruction has not hitherto been so matured as to include any efficient
and general arrangement for giving that knowledge® of morals, juris-
prudence, law, and fiscal economy, which the Honourable Court have so
wisely and earnestly insisted on, and which will be most directly useful
in the discharge of administrative duties. There are other obst acles also
which for a time may impede our young scholars in their desire to obtain
public office. They may over-estimate their own pretensions, and decline
to accept the subordinate situations which alone it may at first be thought
right to entrust to them. ‘TI'he cure for such exaggerated expectations
will come with time. VWhen this class of candidates becomes more
numerous, there will be less hesitation with many of them in taking
lower appointments. In the meanwhile, it is known that I am not dis-
posed to adopt any special means, which could be felt as doing injustice
to the rest of the community, for conuecting our educated English
students with the public service. The subject has been fully discussed in
my Minute in the Judicialt Department of September 4, 1838, the com-
pletiou of the measures consequent on which I am anxiously awaiting.
‘The scheme proposed by the Honorable the President in Council, to
which in that respect I ussented in the Minute referred to, included,
however, the appvintment of a limited number of Native Assistants to
some of the best of our Zillah Judges, who would be instructed in the

# See paragraph § of the Note.
+ Recorded in the Legislative Departmeat.
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forms and practice of office. And so far there would be an immediate
opening for the employment of several of our Students. The general
character of my recommendations in that Minute was however, to
establish o test of qualification, before selection for the honorable and
responsible situation of a Moonsiff, for a¥/ candidates, wheresoever and in
whatever language instructed, and to procure the compilation and print-
ing of Manuuls of legal instruction, in the native tongues as well as in
English, which might be taught every where by private masters, or in
public Institutions, To the principle of this plan I would steadily adhere.
But in our Colleges I would carry instruction of this kind further than
would be the aim of these Minuals, which would be more proper for use
in our common schools. Having thus applied suitable aids for the acquisi-
tion of the knowledge most requisite in public life, I would look with
nssured confidence to the recognition by the community of the advantages
of an advanced English Education, comprising those branches of study,
a conversancy with which would place an instructed Native Gentleman
on a level with our best European Officers. It is true, and no one has
more heartily concurred and rejoiced in the determination than myself,
that the vernacular tongues and not English will be the future languages
of the Courts and Offices in the interior of the country. But this
circumstance will in no degree detract from the lorce of those inducements
of English study of which, as regards the vast and most important cor-
respondence which must ever be conducted in English, I have just
spoken, nor need I dwell on the degree to which such inducements will be
increased by the mere fact of English being the language of the ruling
and governing class in India. This is an encouragement to the pursuit
of English that will probably greatly counterbalance the want, which has
been justly noticed by Mr. Hodgson, of those motives to its cultivation
which would have existed in such strength had English been here, as the
Classical languages were in the West, the established languages of
Theology and of Law,
(To be continued.)

22.—BomBaY AuxiLiany BisLe SocIkry.

The Anniversary meeting of the Bombay Bible Society was held in the
Town-Hall, on the evening of Tuesday the 19th January, 1841.

The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Bombay was called to the
chair, and the meeting was opened by reading a portion of Scripture,

The Report of the Committee was read by the Rev. Dr. Wilson, one
of the Secretaries.

‘This meeting was one of the most animating which we have witnessed
in Bombay. ‘The attendance was most respectable, the speeches of the
movers and scconders excellent, and the interest felt in the proceedings
by all present intense. We once thought of giving a full report of it;
but we must content ourselves by giving the address of Major Jervis,
the first delivered.

“ Many persons of those who have assembled on this interesting occa-
sion, could speak more to the purpose, if they would—though I feel per-
suaded there are none who feel more intense concern in the promotion
of the object for which we are now met, than the party who addresses you.
1t has exercised understandings of no ordinary power,—it has called
forth resources of no unimpassioned eloquence,—it has elicited appeals
of no common-place tenderness, and therefore might be supposed to leave
little for us, for any, to expatiate on, which has not Leen already far
better told by others. But no—that theme, inexhaustible as the praise
of Him with whom it originates,—the Word of God, still retains all the
freshness of its first dictation ;—and will contigue to hang on the dying
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lips of every follower of the Redeemer, to be resumed only with more
exalted emotions of delight, in other, happier realms, where sin and
death shall cease to afflict and to affect us.

1 have heard it asserted by competent Orientalists, and I believe with
truth, that Asiatics have no term to express gratitude, and I have listened
and smiled at the complacency with which some of my countrymen, who
were deeply skilled in foreign languages dilated on the privileges of
that peculiar comfort, which we Britons perhaps understand more
throughly than any other nation : but for which none, not excepting our
most accomplished continental neighbours, the French have any corre-
sponding term, or even idea. Isit that we are really the only grateful
peeple; or, isit that we alone know rightly how to use, to appreciate,
and to signify our sense of the blessings conferred on us? Is it that we
alone, of all the nations of the earth, have discovered the true Source of
those blessings, and the proper language in which our wondreus obliga-
tions are to be communicated to our fellow-men, and wafted with joyous
hallelujahs to their Author? Oh siacred beloved treasure,—whence we
derive the first direct cognizance of ourselves and the great Giver of all!
Oh rich fountain,—whence flows all our comfort; the true spring of all
our knowledge ; the proper effectunl remedy for all our necessities and
distresses ; the golden link in that chain of love, which binds each one
of us to his neighbour,—a worm of the dust to infinite Deity,—and God
to man !—what do we not owe to thee?

¢ Let usseverally advert to our individual position in society, in the
world, in the countless throngs of beings, in all the ages of time, standing
in the presence of [im, with whom a thousand years are but as a day,—
that great and good Being, who is emplatically, the same yesterday, to-
day, and for ever.—Let us remember our own place among our fellow-
men. Let us consider our mutual relation to, and dependence on others,
whose privileges are no less than our own. Let us reflect on the part
we are called on to take in the great scheme of social duty and responsi-
bility—on the station we occupy, as rulers or subjects ; as masters or
servants ; as dispensers as well as recipients of the Divine goodness; as
teachers and expounders, as well as scholars and hearers of the glad
tidings of the Gospel: what are not our individual obligations ?

“Yet greater, if I may be permitted so to speak, infinitely greater, are
those obligations, which we should ascribe to that Word, collectively, as
a people, entrusted, as Britain is, with s0 large a share in the adminis-
trative functions of sovereignty throughout the earth. If such be our
influence over the cabinets of otlier European powers—confederate only
for selfish nggrandizement, and the destruction or restriction of liberty:
if such be our command in questions affecting the eventual condition of
the entire human race, that legislators defer to us for the first initiative :
—if such be the consequence of our national counsels that upon them, as
a first move, depend the issues of that last and decisive development of
political combination for the universal diffusion of Divine truth, or the
antagonist principles of idolatry, superstition and atheism. What do we
not owe to thissacred volume, which brings us together, which directs
and warms our hearts, and gives unison to all that deserves a record in
the annals of History ?

¢ 1n this, or in that, view of the subject ;—as individuals—as members
of society—as a people, any tongue would fail to expresshow much we are
indebted to the first principles of our religion for every advantage we
possess in this, and all time to come. Whether it be the submission of
self-will or intellect to the milder dictdtes of order and humility ; whether
it be the deference of passion or power to the calmerinjunctions of reason
and authority ; these are the genuine characteristics of its teaching, and
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such the master-key to that striking superiority which we possess in all
matters of this present existence. It belongs to the beloved messengers
of the Gospel to tell of its subserviency to greater ends, and the record
of that great Exemplar who consumimated his pity to an undeserving
world, by a sacrifice unparalleled, inappreciably great and affecting, and
therefore immeasurably beyond the reach of the most unbounded gratitude.
Who, but the Iloly Spirit, could enable us to derive true comfort from
this so stupendous an effort of love and condescension? Yet, the Divine
word permits us properly to understand and fully to express it:—and
here, alone, the ideas of gratitude and comfort find an unequivocal intel-
ligihle representation. Would that we all realized in our hearts, and
with its great Author deferred every personal consideration to the con-
straining necessity we are under, to go, and proclaim its cheering purport
to every soul around us.

“ A missionary—Oh ! I have heard that name pronounced with scorn,
and by female lips: yet whois under more signal obligation to such a
character, than \Woman ? or what members of society so elevated by
Christianity, as British females? Yes, He that dear Friend and Saviour,
who sticketh closer than a brother, was the first of that denomination.
He came from his Father's throne, to this lower world, on a mission of
love and mercy, breathing nothing but charity and good will to those whe
neither knew nor regarded him, and He still entreats us to hear him and
live. Can any treat his humble emissaries with aught but respect ? they
may err,—they may faint ;—they may perish ;—but their Master lives for
ever ;—and so long as eternity shall endure, his praise will be sung by
them, as by the myriads rescued, in his gracious purposes, from the
depths of iniquity and destruction, while the angels respond to them with
never-ending adoration,

¢« But whilst we know whence our benefits accure to us, individually,
and collectively, we overlook the mighty spring of all comfort, and all
that distinguishes and adorns the Christizn character; preferring to fall
down and slavishly worship at the feet of that mighty image, Self, whose
head is Mammon, and whose feet stand on a perishing world :—that
delusive idol which the Prince of this world lifts up to the admiring gaze-
of his unhappy devotees—and this, is our gratitude. VWhile such are the
lessons inculcated by Scripture : obedience to authority, love and charity
to all, simplicity, disinterestedly sympathiving in all the necessities and
sorrows of our fellow-creatures after the pattern of Him who felt and
suffered in all points like ourselves—we deprecate its introduction as a
means of education, and go to the muddy pools of men’s understanding,
choosing rather to be dictated to by the world than the Author of all
truth and all reason. Such inexplicable folly can only find excuse in
ignorance and the aversion of our nature to that sacred truth which
admits of no compromise. ‘Those, then, who plead for the exclusion of
Scripture, may be said in the fulness of their gratitude to deprive their
neighbour of the only solid comforé which can enlighten the untutored
mind, soothe the pressure of present afliction, or bear up his spirit in
the last closing trial of mortality—a resource which rightly applied will
bring him through all the difficulties of his present existence, till hope
shall be changed into reality and the faith of the believer be made per-
fect in fruition.”

‘The concluding sentences of this address should be deeply pondered.—
Bombay Christian Spectator,





