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1.-The late Mela at Allahabad. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR Srns, 
I had the pleasure of attending the great Hindu mela late­

ly held at Allahabad. From notes written on the occasion I 
have drnwn up a journal for transmission to the directors of 
the Society with which I am connected. In forme1· years very 
intel'csting notices of this mela have appeared in your perio­
dical. It has strnck me that my journal might not be unac­
ceptable to your readers. I have therefore transcribed the 
gl'eater part of it, and now send it to you fo1· publication, if 
you see meet. The scenes I have endeavoured to describe 
were such as I shall never forget. The attention with which 
the gospel was heard by multitudes affo1·ded to those engaged 
in preaching to them no ol'dinary delight and encouragement, 
and inspired them with the soul-stining hope, that the time 
is fast approaching, when idolatry shall utterly perish in this 
land, and the cause of Christ appear every where triumphant, 
I trust the account now sent will prove interesting to you1· 
readers, and show how oui· hopes are sustained amidst the 
discouragement, arising from the very limited success we are 
able to report of actual accessions to the cause of Chl'ist. 

Y ou1·s truly, 
Benares, 'l.jth Feb. 1841. J. K. 
The 14th and 15th of January were spent in trnvelling to 

Allahabad. As I trnvelled I met an immense numbe1· of pil­
grims, who were returning after having bathed on the Sakrant, 
(one of their g1·eat days, when the sun enters a new sign,) and 
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,vere prncee<ling towanls Benares, to perform their ablutions 
there, and present theil· offerings in its famom, temples. These 
people have a piece of wood over their shoulde1·, to the ends of 
which baskets are attached, in which they carry the water of 
the Ganges. 1'hese are often adorned with peacocks' feathers, 
a11d small flags. They have likewise a number of little bells, 
which constantly send fo1·th their tinkling sound. By means 
of these they suppose they are secme from the tigers and 
wild beasts, which prnwl in the jungly region, through which 
their way lies to Baijnath. These people a1·e fo1· the g1·eate1· 
part most comfol'tably though plainly clad, and I was not 
asked for alms by a single one. Thei1· comfortable appea1·­
ance, and their trnvelling without begging cannot be well un­
derstood at first, as their appearance though comfortable in­
dicates them to belong chiefly to the labouring classes, and 
as it is plain that by many of tbem months must be spent on 
thei1· pilgl'image. The difficulty is explained by the fact that 
they are deputed by their l'iche1· neighbours, who furnish them 
with the requisite supplies fo1· their journey. The persons 
who depute and support them are supposed to be thus secur­
ing fo1· themselves nearly as large a stock of mel'it, as the 
personal pel'fonnance of the so-called holy rites could impa1·t. 
Many go to Hardwar, and taking the water of the Gauges 
from that sacred place mix it with the water of the Ganges as 
it joins the Jamna at Allahal>ad. They then prnceed to Be­
nares,where they bathe, and perform certain ceremonies. From 
this city they prnceed to Baijnath in the di1·ection of Calcutta, 
and pour the water they have canied so great a distance on 
an image of Mahadeo, (i. e. the great God, as Shiva is general­
ly called.) This is thought to be au extrnordinary act of me­
rit. The practice is founded on a sto1·y, which is too filthy 
to be related. Many thousands of the middle-aged and 
strnng-1.>odied men of the countl'y are thus engaged during 
the best months of the year. They belong to va1'ious castes, 
but brahrnans are of cou1·se most highly esteemed by their 
employers. During the whole of my journey to Allahabad, 
these people lined the mad. Often did my heart 1·ise to 
heaven in thei1· behalf, that they might abandon their toil­
some pilgrimages, and idolatrous services, and betake them­
selves to the great Saviour of our lost world. When I got on 
the 15th to the bank of the Ganges, I saw in the distance the 
Fort of Allahal>ad, which is built at the junction of the two 
rivers, and immediately under it I saw numernus flags, indi­
cating the scene of the mela. I had not a little anxiety at 
the view of the g1·eat work in which with othe1·s I was to be 
there engaged, arising from my limited acquaintance with the 
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language, and likewise from the peculiarly hostile attitude to 
the tmth I have seen idulate1·s take on similar occasions. I 
tried to cast my care on Him ,vho can dissipate the thickest 
darkness that ever covered the human mind, and can subdue 
the greatest obduracy that ever set itself against his wm·d ; 
and who is likewise ever ready to impart wii;:dom and strength 
to those ,vho go fol'th in his cause depending on his aid. 
May many of these deluded people, who have come hither 
in the se1·dce of Satan, receive that truth, which alone can 
make them free, aud here become the servants of the Living 
God !-Crnssed the Ganges on a bridge of boats. A similar 
bridge Government has recently erected over the Jamna. 
These erections are vel'y convenient for travellers, 

Jan. 16th. I was n1·y happy to hear from Mr. W. that 
the people at the mela had this year listened with great at­
tention to the preaching of the gospel, and that there ,vas 
every prnspect of our having a delightful season. I was hap­
py to learn that the Pragwals, as the briihmans are called, ,vho 
are attached to this place, ancl who are notorious for their en­
mity and vimlence against Christianity, had this year given 
vel'y little trouble. With one exception, when M1·, W. was 
going through the mela distributing tracts, they had not 
brought themselves into collision with any of the Missiona­
ries, It was with exceeding pleasure I heard an account of 
a man who had been to all appearance deeply impressed with 
the tmth. This man had been observed to hear seve1·al hours 
for some successive days. At length he said he should like to 
know if Christ could pardon his past, as well as his present 
sins-that he knew he had from his eal'liest years committed sin, 
and required a Saviou1· who could pardon all his sins. The way 
of salvation through the atoning blood of Ch1·ist was again ex­
plained, when he exlaimed, " This is what I want, I have long 
thought these people (meaning the Priigwals) were telling lies, 
when they said I could be saved by bathing in the Ganges. I 
,viii neve1· go near them again-I will now believe on Chdst." 
This man had come from a place near Sagar in centl'al India, 
a distance of, I suppose, three or four hund1·ed miles, The 
Missionaries wished him to stay to be further instrncted, but 
he said that the company in which he had come was now re­
turning-that he had left a wife and family, who would be an­
xious about him-and likewise that he was a zamindar, and 
must go home to take care of his property. He was fur­
nished with the New Testament, the P!-1alms, and a store 
of 1·eligious trncts, and every thing was done to impress 
on his mind the truths to which he was so favorably in­
clined. 

2 D 2 
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Jan. 17t!,, Sabbatl,. In the evening preached in English in 
the very neat Gothic chapel om· American brethren have re­
cently erected. 

Jan. 18th. After breakfast went to the mela. It is held in 
a plain fo1·med by the junction of the two rivers. This plain is 
entii·ely cove1·ed with water in the rainy season. The distance 
from the high bank of the rive1· to the water's eclge is about a 
mile. On the bank close to the road is erected the bungalow, 
where the Government used to gatlie1· the pilgrim-tax. Hap­
pily a chauge has taken place-the accursed connexion between 
Government and the idolatry of this place has ceased-and the 
b1·ahmans are left to manage affairs as they please. Tluee me­
las have now been held without the eclat of state support and 
state management. All the Company does is to send a police 
force to prevent accidents from occul'l'ing. Would that of 
every place in India, even uow, this could be said! A connex­
ion so abhorrent to every Christian feeling, and to every dic­
tate of 1·easo11, must be swept away very soon by the Christian 
spi1·it of England, in spite of the pertinacity with which in 
cel'lain quarters it is clung to, by interested parties. This shame­
ful connexion had never taken snch deep rnot in the Bengal 
as in the Madras Presidency, and hence the superior ease with 
which it has been dissolved. Our best preaching station was 
close to the bungalow, of which I have just spoken. A better 
site could not have been chosen. The must of the people 
going to the water, and returning from it passed our way, 
while by having our station a numbe1· of yards from the road 
a large cong1·egation could stand, without obstructing the 
crowd, which was thronging by. We had a small platform 
on which there were chairs, and an awning above to pro­
tect us from the sun. Thrnngh the kindness of the 111agis­
trnte, we had the use of the bungalow for ou1· books and 
tracts.-Mr. W. and I walked tugethe1· through the mela to 
the water's edge. There are two great roads-one intended 
for those proceeding to the wate1·, and the other fu1· those re­
turning from it-to prevent the danger and confu~ion con­
nected with such dense masses proceeding in the same road in 
opposite directions. 'l'his salutary a1·ra11gement however was 
not so much attended to, as it ought to have been, and thus 
the difficulty of getting 011 was much inc1·easecl. These two 
roads were lined on both sides with tents, in which me1·chants 
having all sorts of goods were engaged transacting business. 
Lool,ing at them one mi~ht suppose that this was a great 
commercial gathering. These people were bent only on mo­
ney-making. 1fany were merely furnished with grnin, fo1· 
which there was a great demand to feed so large an assem-
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blage. As we apprnached the l'iver-at the en<l of the en­
campment of the merchants-we came to the place where the 
supposed holy men, with whom this country swarms, had esta­
blished themseh-es. A more forbidding sight than these 
bairagis and sanya~is pl'esented can scarcely be concei,·ed. 
Impiety and folly h,we surely produced their most finished 
specimens in these men. "'hat would be thought in England 
of men with long clotted hair-theil· bodies smeared m·et· 
with mud and cow-dung-unutterably abominable in their ap­
pearance-with scarcely a rag of clothing! Yet these are 
the people whom thousands in this country worship! These 
are the peculiar favourites of the gods ! Alas ! how dark 
and besotted has the human mind become! We have only 
mentioned the genernl appearance of these people. A con­
siderable numbe1· had ropes tied rnund thei1· body, and had 
a piece of wood peculiarly made, instead of clothing. Some 
were in a state of shocking and shameless nudity, and these 
were peculiarly honored. Men and women adorned them 
with garlands-ma<le the lowest obeisance to them, and pre­
sented offerings, while the wretched creatures thus honou1·ed 
did not condescend to take any notice of those who worshipped 
them. Others were in the most unnatural and forbidding 
postures, and these too were considered men of no ordinary 
holiness. Under what a dreadful curse does this country lie, 
in having thousands of those most competent to support 
themselves abandoned to idleness and vagrancy, unde1· the 
p1·etence of living a holy life! In a temporal view what an 
incubus is such a body of men on the country ! In a spiritual 
view, how incalculable is the mischief they inflict! Govern­
ment cannot reach the evil. To the gospel is the honour re­
served of uprooting this, and the othet· innumerable evils, 
which have grown so rankly in the soil of idolatry. After 
leaving the bairagis, we entered by a brnad gate-way on the 
grnund close to the junction of the rivers, where the Pragwals 
and panclits hacl taken up theit· station. In this spot there 
we1·e numerous flags on the tops of high bamboos, which 
contained devices illustrative of the Hindu mythology. We 
had now got to the water's edge, and there we found an im­
mense multitude-men, women and children-bathing and 
performing their ce1·emonies. ,vhen will the time come, 
when they shall repait· in equal numbers, and with equal 
eagerness, to the fountain which has been opened for sin and 
uncleanness, in the atoning blood of Christ !-After remaining 
a sho1·t time, we returned to the p1·eaching place. Here we 
found M1·. Mel., an old nnerable man, who has laboured be­
tween twenty ancl thirty years at Allahabad with great devot-
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edness. He,·e too I was happy to find Narapat, who had 
just arrived from Benares. Othe1· two native preachers were 
likewise present, We all preached in turn to large and 
attentive audieuces. I can scarcely give even a sketeh of 
what was said. The folly and ,vickedness of idolatry were 
exposed-the vanity of expecting salvation by ablutions and 
pilgrimages and offerings was laid open-the great doctrine 
of salvation by the atonement of Christ, the Son of the Liv­
ing God, was explained-and the people were entreated to 
abandon their false confidences, and trust in Jesus the only 
Saviour. Very few were inclined to controvert what was said, 
although it struck openly at the root of that system, in which 
they had been nurtured, aud at the call of which they were 
then assembled. The greater number seemed much pleased 
with what they heard, 

Jan. 19th. I went early this morning to the mela, and found 
Mr. W. with several of the Native b1·ethren there. The crowd 
had evidently increased since the preceding day. 'When I got 
to our station one of the Native brethren was p1·eaching. Then 
Mr. '\-V. read the 3rd chapter of Daniel, and commented on 
the interesting narrative which it contains, This, with many 
other po1·tions of the Scriptures, comes home with peculia,· 
meaning to the Asiatic mind. When M1·. W. had finished, 
Narapat gave a long and effective sermon from Matthew viii. 
1-5, in which he very happily described the marks of spiri­
tual leprosy, and showed the people the impossibility of cure 
till they applied to Christ. They listened with great attention, 
and expressed their approbation of what was advanced, In 
such a crowd, met in the ve1·y service of idolatry, I was asto­
nished to see no one coming forward to attack the truth. 
The Pragwals and other disputatious brahmans, having found 
how difficult it was to meet the positions of the Missionaries 
in former years, must surely now be determined to try what 
an opposite course of procedure can accomplish. Their ab­
sence was a great comfort, as thus the people heard patiently, 
and many of them gladly, the words of eternal life. When 
Narapat hacl finished I preached from the parable of the 
sowe1·. The preaching was thus continued by the Missiona­
ries, and the Native b1·ethren-when one was fatigued, ano­
ther immediately taking his place. The great fundamental 
truths of Christianity were most prominently exhibited. Fre­
quently portions of tracts were read, and commented on. To 
this when sparingly done I have no objection, but I like much 
our honouring the word of God, by reading pOl'tions of it, as 
the ground on which om· addresses are founded. Returned 
home, delighted with the attention which had been giveu-



1841.J Tl,e late Meta at Allahabad. 203 

l'ejoicing that so many had heard that trnth, by which they 
may he saved, and fervently praying that God would snatch 
these poor people as brands from destruction. When we we1·e 
leaving the mela, we saw two Pragwals contending who would 
get a crowd of villagers just arrived to conduct them to the 
river. These Pragwals travel for mouths thrnugh the country, 
proclaiming the merit of bathing in 1'ribene, as the junc­
tion of the Gangf's and Jamna is called, nn<l using e,·e1·y 
persuasire to induce the attendance of the people. Evtry 
Pragwal cousi<lers himself to have a 1·ight to conduct those to 
the wate,·, and obtain theh- offering, whom he has induced 
to come. Hence disputes occur among them. 

Jan. 20th. Went to the mela after b1·eakfai,t. The crowd j:,3 
still increasing. This has been a ve1·y delightful and encourag­
ing day. I am astonished at the attention given to the expo­
sme of idolatry, and the preaching of the gospel. One could 
not have supposed it possible, that idolatry should be fully and 
fearlessly exposed, (at this work our Native brethren are par­
ticularly happy) and a new doctrine, subversive of all their 
forme1· views, be proclaimed, and not a mouth be opened to 
sustain the cause of Satan! Not only is opposition absent, but 
eve1·y appearance of marked approbation is afforded. Many 
stand with their attention undiverted by the passing throng, 
during hro or three successive addresses, with fixed eyes, and 
apparently with fixed heal'ts. Surely God is about to arise 
to establish in this land the kingdom of his grace. M1·. Mel. 
tells me that in Conner years, when any thing was said about 
the ' Ganga Jamna jal' (the watel' of the Gauges and Jamna) 
as possessing no efficacy to cleanse away sin, the indignation 
of the hearers was at once excited, and they hurried away, 
exclaiming that they could not hear any thing so wicked. 
Now the folly of tl'Usting in the watel' of the Ganges is ex­
posed-they a,·e told in the plainest terms they may bathe in 
Tribene for thousands of yea1·s, and not obtain the pardon of 
a single sin-and yet no indignation is seen to arise, and rnrely 
does a wol'd of disapprobation escape a lip. This is SUl'ely an 
omen of coming prospel'ity to the cause of Chdst. This is 
sui·ely a proof that idolatry is on the wane. Mr. S., the Bap­
tist Missionary of Bena1·es, we were ve,·y happy to find, had 
arrived the pl'eceding day. There being now foul' Missiona­
ries, l'eady to take part in the services, and th1·ee native pl'each­
ers, we got a tent erected in the plain below, where the half 
of our force might be engaged, while the othel's were employ­
ed in our first preaching station. In these two places preach­
ing was kept up from an early hour in the morning till 
between four and five in the afternoon, with very little inte1·-
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ruption. Occasionally a few minutes intervened in dist1·ibuting 
'frncts and Gospels, to obtain which great eagerness was 
cvi11cc<l. l\Iany heard srveral consecutive <liscomses. A great 
variety of subjects wa;; treated, topics of the greatest moment 
obtaining the foremost plaee. \\'hat a precious season for 
making known the Gospel! May we have hearts filled with 
love and zeal-may we be enabled to p1·each energetically and 
faithfully-and above all, 111ay God himself by his Spi1·it crown 
our labours with success ! All the brethren seemed encourag­
ed, and incited to the utmost effort, by the appearance of the 
people. Returned in the afternoon after a laborious and de• 
lightful day. 

Jan. 21st. The crowd has g-1·e<1tly increased since yesterday. 
Frnm early dawn all the roads visible fro111 Mr. \V.'s house 
were filled with a stream of people proceeding towards the 
junction. The1·e was every indication of an unusually large 
assemblage. Frnm the mass of people filling up the way 
we had considernble difficulty in getting to our station. Be­
fore beginning operations for the day, walked togethe1· to the 
water side. Devotees, in bands of fom· and five, were scattered 
through the mela, singing as lustily as thry could songs in 
honour of their gods, and importunately begging alms from 
the passers by. Cowries and rice were thrnwn on the cloth 
they had spread before them, but I was astonished at thei1· 
poor success. If this were all thei1· success in begging 
thrnugh the country, their well-conditioned appearance should 
soon depart, and theh- numbers should speedily decrease. It 
is well known however that what does nut proceed from the 
spontaneous liberality of the people is extorted from their fears. 
As we went on towards the junction of 1 he rivers, we saw 
the road so co\'eretl with hair, that searcly a step could be 
taken, without walking on it. Here and there large heaps 
we1·e collected. The brahmans and barbe1·s seemed to be 
reaping a ha1·\·est. When the mela was under the patronage 
and direction of Government, the barbers were licensed, but 
now they are pern1itted to practise their trnde without any re­
striction. This shaving of the head is connected with vows 
which the people make. When the vow, for instance of 
bathing in 'l'ribene and making certain offerings to the brah­
mans, is discharged, then the head is shaved. In this, as 
well as in many other customs pre\'alent in this land there is 
much which bears a resemblance to the institutions of God's 
ancient people. This pleasing idea howeve1· is soon overcast 
by the fact, that between the objects of their worship, there 
is as great a difference as between light and darkness-as be­
tween heaven and hell ; and thus ce1·emonies, which in the 
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one case when rightly considered \Vere full of meaning, be­
come senseless and superstitions rites, fitted to excite our 
pity. '\Ye could not get to the exact junction of the rivers, 
from the numbers eage1· to bathe. The sight was ve1·y affect­
ing. Old men and women tottering on the brink of the grave, 
and persons in the spl'ing of life, with crnwds of all interme­
diate ages, equally bonntl in the fetters of idolatry-equally 
deluded to believe a lie! The poor simple villagel's in groups 
of ten and upl\'al'ds, hand in hand lest they should lose each 
other in the crowd, presented a piteous spectacle as they came 
out of the water, and wended thei1· way through the mela, 
shi\'ering in their dripping clothes. The briihmans were all 
acti.,,ity. After looking fo1· a time in silence on the scene be­
fore us, at once so fitted to call forth our pity, and kindle our 
zeal, we retumed to the preaching stations. Notwithstaud­
ing the apparent zeal of the people at the bathing ground, 
the preaching went on most delightfully at our two stations, 
,vith scarcely a show of opposition to the gospel. The 
crowds who listened were large, and the attention was very 
cheering. Many listened for hours, as if they had forgotten 
the object for which they had come to Tribene. I also ob­
served some women present, appa1·ently drinking in the w01·ds 
of eternal life. This was a novel sight and an exceedingly 
pleasing one, Women have an immense influence in this 
co1mtry, and very rarely are they accessible to the gospel, 
The established customs of the country forbidding thei1· ap­
pearance in public assemblies, they almost never hear the 
truth, while by the i11fluence they exert in prirnte life they 
do much to oppose its reception. The attendance of the,,e 
women was no doubt seemed by the absence uf discussion, 
and by the excellent onle1· \\'e were able to preserve. The 
impiety and folly of Hinduism were illmtrnted at great 
length, particularly by the native brethren. lVe all felt the 
inspiriting influence of the occasion, and I believe preach­
ed with an energy and delight we had seldom previously 
known. We should have had hearts of stone, hnd \\'e re­
mained unmoved by the scene. Crowds of poo1· bliuded 
idolaters, many of them from distant provinces, who had 
uever heard the sound of the everl.tsting gospel before, and 
might never hear it again-now apparently with intense an­
xiety and deep interest hearing that trnth which can save the 
soul-some of them in tears-and we privileged to declare the 
trnth to them ! If on such an occasion we could ha\·e re­
mained strangers to a holy excitement, we must either have 
lieen very peculiarly constituted, or love to God could have had 
no place in our bosom, 'l'he wind was high-it blew in our 
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face-the <lust l'ose in clouds; but we were too much taken up 
with the delightful wol'k in which we were eng-age<l to heed 
the little annoyance this occasioned us. In the fot'enoo11 I 
saw a ma11-reprcscnting a 11urnernus class we meet with i11 
India who suppo!-e the Mi~sio11ary has gl'cat influence with 
magistrates an<l judges, and liste11 to him with much respect 
to secul'e if possible thl'ough hiu1 the fa\'0\11' of those in pow­
er. This man was in so approving a mood, that he could not 
restrain his " sach sach," at the end of a siugle sentence. 
I did not like his appearance, as I suspecte<l he had some 
siniste1· view. ,vhen 1 bt'gan to spt:ak, I entreated him to 
reserve his appt'obation to the close, as his constant speaking 
distmbed me. This he tried to do-but with <liflirnlt.y fro111 
the wal'mth and fulness of his approbation! \Vhen I had 
finished, he came up to n1e and said I was a very holy man, 
and that our religion would doubtless prernil. As I was so holy 
a man he was sme I knew the judge-that he had been un­
justly depl'ired of his lan<l, and wished me to intercede for 
him. \V hen I told him that I came to the country, not to be 
a j1Hlge ove1· them, hut to preach the gospel-that I could do 
nothing for him, he weut quickly away. \Ve were g-rieve<l to 
hear that sel'rral lives had been lust, from the presbi11g of the 
crowd at the bridge of Loats acrnss the Gauges. I cauuot 
learn the particulars. 

Jan. 2'2nd. This day is the 15th of the Hindu month Magh, 
aud is called the Amawas-as indeed the J 5th of Hery month 
is called. This is a high day, and the crnwd is immense. So 
gl'eat a mass of human beings assembled in one place I ne\'er 
saw befol'e. Standing on the high bank, close to our chief 
pl'eaching- statiou, we saw at once all the roads leading to­
wal'ds the mela, the plain under the walls of the fol't, and 
the plain below stretching to the junction of the rivers. The 
scene was vel'y striking. N uthing was to he seen, in what­
ever dil'ection the eye was turned, bnt a dense assemblage of 
human beings. It is extremely <lifficult to form even a ru<le 
guess of the numbers pt'esent. The calculations giren dif­
fered ve1·y widely. One I heard reckoning the numbe1· so 
low as 60,000, and another I hcal'd making it so high as 
600,000. I am much inclined to think that 150,000 is a very 
moderate calculatiun-rathe1· below than above the mark. 
The general impl'essiun was that there wel'e consitlerably few­
er present at this than at the preceding mela. All these 
ha\·e immol'tal spirits-all these like us must dwell for ever 
either amidst the joys of heaven, 01· the torments of hell­
and all al'e yet wrapped in the gloom of heathenism ! Yet 
this is a small, small portion of the heathen population of ou1· 



1841.] The late Meta at Allahabad. 207 

world. Millions are still sitting in the region of the shadow 
of death. 0 that God might speedily arise, an<l send delive1·­
ance fo1· his ow11 name's sake ! 0 that the time were arriv­
ed for knocking- off the chains of Satan from millions of his 
slav!'S !-Mr. \-V. and I walked together to a fa111ous !;tone 
image of Hauumau-the monkey-gocl-i111me<liately under 
the walls of the fort. It is smT01111ded hy a low ci1·c11hr mud 
wall. In the rains, the image is covered. with water. It lies 
on its back, aud notwithstanding the divinity which is said to 
dwell in it, it docs not attempt to move, when the watc1· en­
croaches on it. When ,ve were present, great crowds were 
bowing down to it, touching with theit- foreheads, adorning it 
with garlands, pouring the wate1· of the Ganges on it, and 
what I have 110 doubt ,vas more acceptable to the brahmans 
than e,,e1·y thing besides, laying their pice as offerings 011 its 
huge bo<ly ! There was a ma1·ked diversity in the aspect of 
the worshippers. The majo1·ity were as far from seriousness 
as can be well conceived, they were light and thoughtless; 
while others, especially the women, had quite a solemn and 
se1·ious look. The priests, who ,vere gazing with apparent 
deligl1t on the number of pice, had quite a mercantile ai1·. 
There is nothing the appearnnce of the brahmans standi11g by 
thei1· images so quickly and surely indicates, as that the whole 
is considered by them a profitable trnde, which their worldly 
wisdom will not allow them to abandon. There is nothing 
mmc certain than that many of them have not the slightest 
regard to their imaginary deities, and in others roguery and 
superstition are straugely mingled, as history tells us has been 
the case in erery age of the world. I was told that formerly 
the people used to put the pice in the mouth of this image of 
Hanuman, an<l although it can neither stand, nor speak, nor 
walk, it soon managed to enlarge its mouth !-P1·eachi11g was 
kept up with spirit, as on former days, although the noise of 
the passers by, and the largeness of the crowd made speaking 
nry fatiguing. Many continued under the sound of the gos­
pel for two 01· three hours. There was not however I thought 
such fixed attention as on the previous day, an<l there was on 
several occasions a disposition shown to controvert what ,vas 
sai<l. The first lengthened discussion I heard since coming to 
the mela took place this <lay. On former occasions remarks 
were made and questions asked, but not a few of them were 
of a pleasing kind, and scarcely any intennption of the 
preaching occu1Ted. Now however a lengthened and unprofit­
able discussion arose, and as the result of it, the seriousness 
we formel'ly saw speedily disappeared, an<l the people became 
confused. It was happily arrested. by the question being sud-

2 E :! 
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denly asked by one of the Missionaries in a loud voice, How 
are you and I to obtain salvation ? This was followed up by 
an a<l<lress, which restored se1·iousness and 01·der. Returned 
to l\1r. W .'s, after an exceedingly laborious and withal a de­
lightful day. Saw the jugglers on the sides of the road, at­
tended by great crowds, and hosts of beggars, secular and 
religious, the former much more necessitous than the latter, 
were beg-ging with all possible importunity. 

Jan. 23rd: We were ri.t the mda this morning at the usual 
hom·. The attendance was not so nunH•rnns as yesterday, 
though still very large. Au equal desire to hear was manifest­
ed, hut the preacher~ were too much fatigued with the excite­
meut and lahour of the previous days, to go on with thei1· 
former spil'it. \Valked down this morning again to the junc­
tion. The scene was the same as what I formerly emlea­
vourecl to describe. The Pnigwals yet never attempt to come 
near us ! This does not arise from despisiug the influence of 
l\1issionary efforts. Mr. \V, saw one of them conduct a large 
company past, keeping them as fat· from us as he well could, 
and when any one showed an inclination to linger, pushing 
l1im on, lest he should hea1· any thing to lessen his confidence 
in the water of the Ganges. Nothing of moment occurred, 
which I have not mentioned in the account of previous <lays. 
-~fr. F. took up his position to-day at the brillge of boats 
over the Jamna, and distributed a great number of tracts 
among the people returning home. 

Jan. 24th, Sabbath. I have not been at the mela at all to­
day. In the forenoon preached in U rclu at the Printing Press 
to a small congregation composed of native Christians, and 
heathen se1"n111ts. In the evening preached in Euglish.­
'fhe brethren were as usual at the mcla, and preaching was 
carried 011 as formerly. I understand there was a dreadful 
fight between two bairagis-110 very unusual occmrence.­
Mauy portions of the sacred scriptures and tracts were dis­
tributed. Many expressed their desire to become Christians, 
but in every case some obstacle was mentioned, as opposing 
the immediate reception of the truth. 

Jan. '25tl1. I heard this morning from the best authority 
an authentic account of the awful loss of life, of which a re­
port had reachL·d us so111e days previously. On \Vt'llnesclay 
and Thmsday of last wet•k nearly fifty lives were lost at the 
entrance to the bridge of boats over the Ganges! l\'lr. M. the 
mng-ist:·ate was present, with a body of a hu11drecl police to 
keep order, and yet, in spite of their efforts, from the infatua­
tion of the people, nearly fifty persons were trarnpled to death. 
Th1·ee roads, crowded to excess, met at the entrance to the 
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bridge-those behincl pressed forward, while some delay in 
front was occasioned by gathering the toll-every thing was 
done to keep back the people, but in vain, and the consequence 
was that the poor creatures in front were trnmpled to death. 
The cries of the sufferers, we were told, were awful. The bridge 
,vas at length thrown O[H'n to all, and the toll was abandoned 
to the great grief of the man who farms the ferry from Govern­
ment. He was permitted I believe on the return of the people, 
to gather double toll to make up the deficiency. Two o{ the 
roads leading to the briclge were shut up and access was gh-en 
only by one road. This was found to be an excellent arrange­
ment. As on similar occai;ions, the people I ,vas told show­
ed a stoical indifference. E\·e1·y individual and every little 
party thonght only of self. The ear was deaf to the cries of 
others. 0 for the speedy triumph of Christianity, to bind all 
men togethe1· in the bonds of brotherhood ! vVe, likewise 
heard to-day that an elephant belonging to a Raui, who had 
come to the mela, had broken loose, and killed several pe1·­
sons,-The attendance has greatly diminished, though still 
many thousands are p1·esent. I walked again to the junction 
of the rivers, Mr. S. accompanying me. Having heard the 
people speak so much of Bene Mado-ha,•ing heard so fre­
quently companies, as they came in sight of the rive1·, shouting 
Bene Ma<lo ki jai-Bene Ma<lo ki jai (victory to Bene Maclo­
victory to Bene M ado) I was anxious to learn from the people 
the mi-elves who Bene Ma<lo was. We asked those we saw 
in attendauce on iclols, as most likely to give us the required 
information. The answers given were very coutraclictory. 
By some we were told that Bene Mado was Parameshwar, 
the supreme being. Some said this was the Hindu Trinity, 
Brnmha, Vishna, Mahesh-who we were told were one, as the 
Ganges and Jamna when joined are one stream. Some said 
Bene Mado was the joining of the three rivers, two of which 
are visible, and the third is invisible. Others said this was 
Krishna and his mistress Radha. It may truly be said of 
them, they know not what they worship.-Little comparati\·e­
ly was done to-day. The people seemed languid, and disin­
clined to hea1·. The preachers too were much worn out with 
theit· previous labours. l\fr. F. again took his place at the 
bridge over the Jamna, and distributed many trncts. 

Jan. 26th. Went for the last time to the mela. The ap­
pearance much the same as yesterday. The people were mo1·e 
bent on buying than on bathing. Had in the evening a fare­
well meeting with my Mission!lry brethren at Allahabad, 
whose society I enjoyed much dui-ing my stay there. 

I left Allahabad on the 27th, and arrived at home the fol-
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lowing clay. Shortly aftpr leaving Allahahacl, I saw an ele­
phant \1'ith its legs chaine1l, and 011 asking the reason I ,vas 
told it was a '' Khu,11," a 11,11rdPri'r. It was the elephant 
which had killed several persons at. tl1e nwla. Passed an im­
mense 11umber of pilg-rims 011 my \l'ay home. Where\'e1· a 
well appeared, a crnw<l was ,-;eatc'.cl round. They often re-
111i11dccl me of Uod',.. aneicnt pe"plr, as tlwy went up to 
Jerusalem, the city of their soli•11111itie", and ag-ain returned 
to thl'ir respective abodes. " Blt'ssed is the man whose 
stre111a,th is in thee; in \\'hose hrart are the ways of them, 
who pMsing- through the vallPy of Baca make it a well; the 
rain also tillcth the pools. They go from strenf];th to streng-th, 
e1·ery one of thrrn in Zion appcareth brfore Goel." \Vould 
that these had the spirit of the• pilg-rims thus described! 

My journal having ext.ended to so great a length, many 
comments arc unn1·c1·s~ary. I \\'ill me1·ely make a few remarks 
with scarcely an attempt at illustration. 

I. Dming the conn;e of the lllela, much appeared to show 
the beautiful adaptation of the go~pel to people of every coun­
try and clime. Even where its historical evidence could not 
be appreciated, its internal evidence was in some degree felt. 
When asked why we believed Christianity to be divine, often 
the answer was given, "\tYe know it to be di\'ine from the 
views it gives of God and man-jnst in the same manner as 
we know that luminary, which enlightens the world, to be the 
sun. Let ten thousand candles be lighted, and yet they can­
not compete with that luminary. It still remains the sun. 
In the same manne1· Christianity from the light it gives is im­
measurably superior to every human system." 'I'his argu­
ment appeared to tell on several occasions. 

2. \Ve see the wisdom of God's appointing preaching as 
the great means fo1· diffusing the truth, and converting the 
world. Conversation and other modes of instruction in their 
own place are excellent, but they are not to be compared 
with preaching-proclaiming the gospel as a herald. 'l'his 
was often impres~,c1l on my mind during the mela at Allaha­
bad. Every succeeding day assures me 11101·e and more of the 
superiority of pr!'aching to every othr,1· mode of instrnction­
not that I mean it should stand alone. 

J. "r c sel' the value of labours at melas, when the people 
can be induced to listen. \Ve 111ay not perhaps have immedi­
ate converts, but still the cause of truth is advanced. Idolatry 
is ~haken-false confidences are exposed-and the knowledge 
of Christianity is widely extended. The people become 
familiar with arguments subversi\'e of their superstition, ancl 
these we may expect to be silently but powerfully maki11g thei1· 
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way through Socit'ly. Portions of the Scriptures and tracts 
are carried great distances and ohtai11 a place in 11rnny a home. 
l\fr. \Y. 011 au itiuernting tour he made a few months ago 
in the Re11 a country, traHlli11g as far as ei~hty miles from 
Allahabad, 111t•t a 11u111be1· of pe1so11s, who rccog11ized him as 
a p{u.lri th<'Y had heard at the mcl{t the preceding year. By 
some he was shown tracts, which had been tl11~11 di~trihnted, 
a11d by others he "·as told that they had these books in thl'ir 
houses. 'l'hus Christianily obtains somethiug like a habita­
tion and 11allle in the laud. 11a11y iusta11ct•s of good have 
resulted fro111 the perusal of these tracts. J.\,lr. \V. has 11uw a 
most iuterestiug ,tud promising young man with him, who 
was imp1·essed and convinePd I.Jy some tracts he had read, 
befo1·e he had seen a Mis;;iuua1·y's face. This yonug man 
preached exceecliugly well at the mela. Whether those who 
now preach the gospel at these melas reap the harvest or 
uot, we are assured the harvt>st-time will come. \Ve have 110 

doubt it will yet appear that such labours hare had a most 
honourable place in the ernngelization of the country. 

4. Om· hopes should 11ot be too sanguine of immediate 
and great results from the connt>xion between Government 
and idolatry being dissoh·ed. \V c have i11dccd reason to 
rejoice over the cha11gt> which has takrn place, and we have 
110 doubt immediate good \I ill result. We must not however 
suppose that idolatry is at once to retire abashed and con­
founded, because the Brilish Governlllent refuses to be its 
patron. \\'e must rcme111ber that iu this city (Benal'es) 
i<lolatry has its stro11ghuld, an<l tu the prc~e11t 1.by it stands 
uurivallcd in its influcuce, although Lhe Gon~rn111c11t has ncvt>1· 
been conncctrd with its shri11es. Let us not suppose then 
that our work is done by the victory achieved, and that 
Hinduism is he11ct>furth, without a struggle to sustain itself, 
to hasten to decay. Now peculiar opportunities are preseuted 
fo1· preaching the gospel-a gl'eat stumbling-1.Jluck is re­
moved-and every energy should be surnrnoned to the work 
of diffusing the truth. 

5. The numbe1· preEent 011 sueh an occasion is by no 
means in itself the i>est criterion, by which to judge of the 
strength of idolatry in the country. Many m·e the motives, 
which bring people togethel', IJcsides attaclu11e11t tu idolatry. 
If there \\"Cl'e only prc,:cnt those whom a spontaneous regard 
tu idolatry had collected, I am convinced the number would 
have been comparatively very small. The Pragwals I under­
stand count 1800 " houses," and only counting two for each 
"house," we have 3GOO individuals, immediately and fully 
engaged in upholding idolatry at this place. 'l'he:se travel 
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through the country, proclaiming the merit of bathing at 
'friuene, especially in the sac1·ed month of Magh. What a 
numerous Missionary body in the service of idolatry, who 
zealously ply their avocation ! Then there are so many 
thousands of pilgt·ims, who find it much more ag1·eeable and 
comfortable to tra,·el through the country than labour at 
home. Then we have the mel'chants-many of them Musal­
mans-who repair thithe1· solely to make gain. Then many 
assemble to meet their friends, and be amused by the juggle1·s, 
who crowd thither in great numbers. When we add to all 
this the want of moral courage, which prevents many from 
attempting to be first in forsaking long established cu1,,toms, 
and the social principle of man, which invests It large assem­
blage with great attractions, we see that mere attachment to 
idolatry is only one among many motives, which secure the 
attendance of so many thousands. The strength of attach­
mrnt to idolatry must be ascertained by the aspect of the 
people, and by the mann21· in which they hear idolatry 
exposed. If we are to judge by this test, the late mela at 
Allahabad was one of peculia1· encouragement. From the 
testimony of those who have been in the habit of attending 
it for years, the late mela was I understand encouraging 
beyond all precedent. 

6. We see why Christianity makes such slow progress. It 
is not merely or chiefly because it comes to Hindustan from 
a foreign land. It is not merely 01· chiefly because the 
people are so attached to ancient customs. We see that 
there are numerous sects among the Hindus. Every one, 
who sets himself up as a great guru (teacher), let his views be 
evet· so monstrous, gathers quickly a crow<l of followers. It 
is well known that at Allahabad about twe11ty years ago, a 
pandit gave out that" Ka111pa11i'' was a great goddess, whom 
the E11glish people worshipped, an<l through whom they 
obtained all their victories. A piece was written out in 
Sanskrit in favour of this famous goddess-she was becoming 
exceedi11gly popular, and the amlahs of the courts especially 
gave themseh-cs to het· worship-the pandit was waxing rich, 
and a tC11JJJle was about to be erected, when the bubble burst, 
by a ~liss1011ary being appealed to, who described the "Kam­
pani" as of earthly ol'igin. If we should set up here gods and 
goddesses, we should very soon have thousands of follo,vers. 
As it was in fo1·me1· days, so it is now. Christianity is a 
holy spiritual religion, which aims at the destrnction of sin 
in every form; and thus, while monstrous schemes of human 
origin gain crowds of adherents, Christianity has a repulsive 
a11pect to our depraved and fallen nature. As the Romans, 
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in their conduct towards Christianity, abandoned the libernlity 
which characterized thei1· treatment of the religions of con­
quered nations, in the same manner Christianity is now seen 
to have no sy111pathy with the systems which human wiclled­
lll!Ss has originated, and is scowled upon, au<l hated by them 
all. It is appreciated only by those who are taught from 
above. This leads me to state, 

In the last place - \Ve above all things require the out­
pouring of God's Spirit to bless our lauo111·s, and turn the 
ht>arts of the chilcli-en of men tu lI im!'elf. Nothing is too hard 
fo1· God. His word and oath are pledged to the triumph of 
his cause. The knowledge of His salvation is spreading far 
and wide. 0 that we wc1·e p1·epared for the out-pouring of 
His Spirit! 0 that every thing in us, which grieves Him, we1·e 
withdrawn ! Then should we witness scenes of the most joyful 
and transporting characte1·. 1'heu should rivers break out in 
the wildemess, an<l st1·eams in the desert. Seeing thousands 
flocking iuto the chm·ch of the Li dug God, with his ancient peo­
ple after a season of depression and <li~couragemen t, we should 
say, "When the Lord turned again the captirity of Zion, \Ve 
were like them that dream. Then was ou1· moutl1 filled with 
laughter, and om· tongue with singing : then said they among 
the heathen, 'fhe Lord hath done great things for them. 
The Lord hath done great things for us ; whe1·eof we are glad.'' 
M:iy the time speedily come, when those who go forth weep­
ing bearing precious seed shall come again with rejoicing, 
bringing theil- sheaves with them ! 

11.-The Maftaraj of Murutia. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR Srns, 

As it is one of the objects of your valuable perio<lical to diffuse information 
calculate<l lo throw light on the varied forms of superstition which prel'ail in 
this country, I have thought the following particulars relative to the Jvlahartij 
of .11,Jurutia might not be unacceptable to your rea<lers. 

A new candidate for divine honors, known by the above name, has lately 
sprung up in this neighbourhood ; and alrea<ly has he acquire<l no small noto­
riety by the miracles which he is said to perform on behalf of his worshippers. 
l\Imutia is a village in the Kishnagur district, about 14 mile~ from the town of 
Jellin~hy, and 36 miles E. by S. of Moorshedabad. A little lo thP-_ north of this 
,·illage on the banks of the river Bhairab, and near an old burying ground'' are 
several large banyan trees, which were formerly believed Lo be haunted by evil 
spirits, so that no one darccl to pass that way even in day light, Some cow­
herds, it is said, had several times observed, in the middle of the night, a large 

• Or rather a place for burning the dead, •--ttif -U-1', 
VOL, 11, 2 F 



214 The Maha,1·aj of Murutia. [APRIL, 

procession (as of a marriage party) with drums, cymbals, trumpets, flambeaux, 
palanqueens, horses, elephnnts, &c. &c. comin11; across thP plain; duncing, fenc­
ing, wrestlinv; and play in~ a thousand odd pranks, like the hobgoLlins of old 
Srolland. On reachin!r the largest of the above mentioned trees, they suddenly 
disappeared, as if the whole party had entered into the body of the tree. The 
principal personap;e in this cavalcade went by the name of bhbt-raj, or" king 
of the devils,'' and as such was long feared by the inhabitants of the neighbour­
hood ; hut no one worshipped him. Now, however, he is called Maharaj 
(or" great king,") and muhitudPs from all purls of the conntry flock to wor­
ship at the tree, where he is said to have taken up his permanent residence. The 
occasion of this transformation is clifferently related. Some say, a !)_Owalla one 
day was carrying his milk to the villa~e for salP., when he heard some one coil­
ing him to slop and gi\'e him n,ilk lie turned round to comply, but seeine; no 
one, he went his way ; on "iiicl1 the \'Oice a~ain addres.ed him as before. Dis­
re\!ardinv: the circumslanc~, he went on, but had not proceeded far when his 
milk pots fell to the ground, and the \'Oire once more addressed him in terms of 
reproad1, fur his refusin~ to comply wnh the speaker's request. Still the poor 
milkman ('Oul<l see no one, and being 111nch perJJlexed at this, as wdl as grieved 
by the loss of his property, he exclaimed ; " \\' ho are you, sir ? and what 
would you hal'e your slav~ to do '!'' The \'Oice replied, "I am Maharaj, and I 
reside in thnl tree, Go, tell the peop)P to come there and worship me, offer­
ing 1 ¼ seers of milk 1rncl 1.} chuttaC"ks of su~ar at the root of the tree. There I 
will cure the sick who come to implore my aid," The gowalla turned to set out 
on this errand, when he beheld his pots made whole, and the milk, which had 
been spilt 011 the ground, restored free from san<l or dust, as before. Another ac­
count says, that a poor man, who hud for three years been afflicted with a disease 
which di,abled him from laboring for his own support, was at last driven from 
his house by his relatious, who hacl become weary of maintaini11g him in i<lle­
ness. Jn a fit of despair, he cast himself unde,· the above named tree, where he 
pa~sed the night. ln a dream ~Iaharaj informed him that his disease was cured 
and directed him to return home, to publish his miraculous recovery amongst 
his countrymen. and to call them to worship i\laharaj under the banyan tree, 
prese1,1ing the offerini;:s abo,·e described. From that time (about 8 months ago), 
the fame of ;\J ahari,j has spread far and wide, and multitudes of diseased people 
have come from all parts of the country to worship this invi~ible debta, in the 
hope of being cured of their several maladies. Tuesday (llfiffl~tJ) is said to 
be the day on which l\fohhritj most freely dispenses his favors; as then from 
day break till 110011 he holds his Levee (~flt) and confers blessings (:!l~'il) on his 
worsl,ippers. On that day, accordiugly, the concourse of people is greatest; 
but many who come from a clislance, are constrained to re,ide in the neighbour­
hood for days 1oge1her, so that the l'lace has tl,e appearance of u regular mela. 
The residents ,ay, rh:it till the last few weeks, not fewer than from two to three 
lacs (2, to 300,0U0) of people \Iser! to nssemblc, ancl from the extent of ground 
which they pointed out to me as bein~· occupied by 1hem, I should think this 
account is not muc:h exag~erate<l : but the falling off was very great, when I 
was there (Fell. 2nd), ap)'arcntly not above 10,000 people beiug present. 

The worshippers first bathe in the ri\'el' Dlmirab, wluch ru11s close by; then 
approacl,in~ tlie tree, they present the appointed offerin~ of milk and sugar; 
alter which cas1i11g: then,selves 011 the groun<l, they roll about or wallow in the 
mucl for an hour or two, each one praying: alou<l to Maharaj according to the 
n_a1ure of his complain I or the object of his desire. "0 Maharaj, restore my eye­
i;1ght !"-" heal my disease !''-" cleanse me from this leprosy !"-" grant 
me children!" &c. &c. The l\.Iahad,j himself never becomes visible to his wor­
shippers, but mukes known his will by posses~in~ the body of some one or other 
t~en present, who there becomes, for the time being, his inspired representa­
l1ve. Of the individual so possessed it is said ; The ~J or 6J of l\faharlLj 
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has come upon him ; and speaking- through him, Maharaj cells out the neme of 
one or more of his deluder! worshippers, tells the reason of their suffering, whe­
ther for sins of this or of a former birth, whether they will be cured or not, and 
if to be cured, when, &c. &c. Sometimes cures are said to be effected on the 
spot ; many, indeed, believe that the milk, offered at the rnot or the tree, n~­
cends by the trunk into the brnn..J1es and leaves, from which it drops upon the 
fovored ones nnd thus effects their cure. Usually, however, some future time is 
spe,·ified, when the hoped for hlessin1t is to be obtained ; and the credulous 
sufferer is dismissed with directions enjoining- the performance of certain cere­
moni11l observances, necessary to ensure success. Several singular instances 
were related to me : I need only mention the followinla( cases. A respectable 
hr,1hman of Jun~ipore, who had come on account of long- continued indiges­
tion, I believe, was told to return home to his nari"e place, there to ,vash the 
feet of a certain prostitute, (whose name, residence, &c. \\'ere specified,) and 
then to drink the water as medicine ! Another, a rich mercha11t of Tiak:ita, 
was informed that he was aftticted, not for any sins of his own, either in I his or 
any former existence, but on account of his wife bein~ in a state of continual 
enmitv with his mother: he was direcled to rett1r11 h111ne, and bathe in three 
several tanks, believing them to be the Gunges, when his disease should be 
remo\'ed. 

It is u,ual with the worshippers to .-ow that if they should gain the object of 
their wishes, they will return, aud a2ain preseut the appointed oblation of milk 
and su~ar, as a thanl<-offering to Maharaj. Nothing else is acceptable; nor 
must the offering exceed in quantity the prescribed 111ea"1nre, viz. 1¼ seers of 
milk, and 1} chuttacks of SU\!ar. [t is said that a rich man, i11 gratitude for 
some relief or faror he harl oblained, had determined to make an offering more 
commensurate with his means; but after he had prepared 1l1e materials, he was 
forbiJden, under penalty of losing all that he had gained, to proceed with hi, 
desil.(n, and orclered to present the usual oblation. 

There seems no reason to doubt that several cliseases may have been 
remo,·ed b_y a journey to this now famous plare, without supposing any super-
1,atural i11fl11e11re lo have hecn exerted. lm,,gination, it is well known, has an 
immense power ol"er the nervous system, and lo this, doubtless, we may safely 
attribute some of the cures which l\lahfirsj has obtained the credit of having 
wrought. Other diseases may have heen rerno.,ed by mere change of air, and 
exercise, combined with spare diet, to which many of thP pil~rims from a dis­
tance are constrained to ha1•e recourse ; and this well accords with a stalement 
we often heard made, that most of those who are cured c-orne from a great way 
off', few of the sirk in the immediate neighbourhood havi11g received any benefit 
from Maharsj's residence amongst them". 

• A circumstanc-e wl1ich occurred as we were leaving Da11lla-bazar will illustrate 
this. An old woman resident in that place inquired of S. (one of our Catechists) 
whether we were not going to see the Maharaj of .\lurulia, remarking that she herse

0

lf 
had heen there. an<I had uutjust then returned. S. asked her why she had gone 1 she 
replied tl1at she had Ion g been afflicted with indigestion and paii1 in the bowels, and 
had ~one thither in hope of ohtaining relief. " And have you come back well, mo­
ther 1" said the Catechist. "Troth child !'' the old woman replied, " I can hardly 
say yet. I had raken with me provisions for only a few days ; but on getting there I 
found T had to remain lon~er than T expected, so I was obliged to eat more sparingly 
than usual. I have ueen better since then, certainly ; hut now that I have got home 
again, and can eat a hearty meal a, l,efore, should my disease nol return I shall 
know that I am cured, without a doubt·• H Take my ndvice. mother; rejoined the 
Catechist, do n?t stuff yourself with. ric_e, but e_at only one-half of what you used to 
eat, and you w1!1 not he troubled with ind,gesuon lll future." " That's just what the 
docto1s told me, chil,I ; an<! I believe it is tloe truth," said the old woman; " but u;/,y 
are y_nu ~oini; to .\lu16tia, _lhe~ 1'' ~- explained that n11r object wa< to preach to the 
p,lgnms the "·ay of s,ilvallon lrom 1m, and left her with a few words of exhortation 
of a practical nature. 

2 F 2 
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Other disease~, however, over which the above named causes could have no 
influence, such as total blindness, leprosy, &c. are nlso said to have been cured; 
and though I could fall in wilh no one who had thus been healed, several intel­
ligent and respeete.ble men assnred me that they themselves had seen instances 
of this kind, and gave me the names and re,idences of some of the parties. I 
regret that I was unable to follow up my inquiries, by going to the villages in 
which these persons were said to live, some of which were at no great distance, 
but my time was limited*. I c:onfess, however, that without much stronger evi­
dence than the testimony of tl,e rrsidenls of the pince, I should ralher doubt the 
fact of such cures ha,·ing been effected, than believe that Satan should have 
been permitted to work miracles of healing to support his cause; though this 
is the opinion of many intelli~ent l\lusalmans, and even Hindus, with whom I 
have conversed on the s11bject, . .1s well as of most of our native Christians. 

As there are no priests to officiate, no brahmans to tax the pilgrims, or col­
lect the offerings which are poured out on the gronnd and useless " as water 
tlrnt cannot be ;::athered up a~ain," the story of i\1aharaj is, in all likelihood, a 
fabrication or thr milk-men and shop-keepers of Murutia and its vicinity, got 
up for the pmpose of increasi11g thP. sale of their respecti,·e articles of trade, by 
nttrncting a large conrourse of people to their neighbourhood ; and it is not im­
probablP they may ha1·e been encouraged in this by the Zamindar of the place, 
whose property is from the same cause greatly enhanced in value. A new bazar 
hns sprnng up aro11nd Mah(irsj's residence, and houses are being built, where 
only 1, fpw months n::o nothing but jungle was to be seen ; and it i;; said that a 
splendid temple, and a lan:e pukka ghat for the convenience of pilgrims, are 
about to be erected forthwith. 

The worshippers are principally Ilindns, of all castes, nncl of all ranks in 
society; bnt tl,ere are also many l\Insalmans to be found amon!{ them. Much 
douht seems to prevail as to who l\Ial,(ulij really is ; some believin~, as I have 
above no1ired, that he is an e'"il spirit, or Satan himself; others that he is a 
pfr, or saint ; otl,ers that he is Sl1iva, or Shiva's younger brother from Ilaidya­
na1h ; but if one may jn,lge from the constant vociferation of llari-bol which 
is heard, the more general opinion would seem to be, that he is Krishna or 
Gauran~a. Many also are beginning to doubt whether he has not left Murutia, 
and gone elsewhere; as miracles are now seldom witnessed, it is said, not more 
than one or two in a thousand bein~ cured, whereas at first all that came were 
healed. To this impression gaining ground, the residents attribute the great 
foiling away in the number of worshippers of late. 

Yours, J.P. 

Ill.-English v. Vernacula1·s. Rejoinder to T. S. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAn Sms, 
I suspect the most of your rende1·s are heartily tii·ed of this 

contl'Ovcrsy, and are longing to see its close. I have hesitat­
ed much whether or not I should answer the article of 1'. S. 
which has appeared in Lhc numbet· of your Magazine for this 
month. I ca1111ot resist the temptation of noticing some state-

• ,vould :t not he well to institute inquiry as to the truth of a few of the 
11retend~,1 miracles for the purpose of exposing the cheat, which it doubtless is, in 
a tract form ?-ED. 
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ments he has made in reply to my article, but I will not tax 
the patience of your readel's, My remarks shall be ve1·y few, 
and I faithfully pl'Omise not to trouble you fo1· the pl'escnt 
with any further communication on the suhjcct, provided I be 
not personally attacked. An attack on my arguments will not 
call me again to the a1·ena. 

I beg to set out by declaring in the most positive manne1· 
that I have neither expressly stated, nor tacitly assumed, 
"that no man is to be considered as doing the work of a Mis­
sionary, who is not engaged in preaching in the 11ativt• lan­
J?Uage of the people.': The vie,vs, with which T. S. ~oncludes 
the parngrnph in winch these words are found, are 111 perfect 
harmony with those which I both entertain ancl express. 
"Most willingly clo I admit that when the command was given, 
' Preach the Gospel to evel'y creature,' it was 11ecessarily 
implied that this should be done i11 ol'dinary circu111stances in 
the nati\·e language of the people addressed, because I belie\'e 
the great majority of people 011 the earth know no othe1· lan­
guage than their vernacular." " Om· hlesse,l Saviom· kue\V 
that, while in genernl the case should be as l have slated, yet 
there ,vould be particular exceptions, which he made his 
commission wide enough to inclu<le." Beyond this I have not 
gone one step. 1 mentioned that "preaching to tla· people in 
their own tongue has ever been considered direct Missionai·y 
work," meaning thereby that this was the "general" rule, 
and implyi11g that there were exceptions. Diel I uot say that 
I rejoiced in the prosperity of the Assembly's Institution ? It 
is supported hy Missionary fu11<ls. It is co11dueted by ordain­
ed Christian Missionaries. How could I rejoice in au institu­
tion, supported by Missionary funds, and l'equiring a great 
degree of l\Iissionary effort, if it were not doing Missionary 
work. The whole of the paragraph IH"ginning with "Here 
however I must protest," was therefore, ,rith the exception 
of what I have quoted, uncalled for and u1111ecessarv. The 
object of my writing was not to attack the procedui·e of T. 
S. and his associates, but to defend the course, which, in com­
mon with the great majority of Christian Missionaries, I feel 
it my duty to pursue. I endeavoured to show that your 
!'espected conesponclent had made such extraordinary state­
ments about the native languages, and the sacrifices at which 
they must be attained, that he and those who like him confine 
them~elves to English were made t~ appe_ar the only wise aud 
effective labourers. I charged h1111 with depreciating the 
labours of the great body of Missionaries 110w iu the fil'id. I 
stated the grouuds on which this hea,·y charcre rested. Of my 
statements on this subject T. S. has take,~ a mere passing 
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glance, but by that glance I am sorry to say the truth of the 
charge is strnngly confirmed. 

I suspected before, and no\f' I am assured, that T. S. divides 
the Missionary fo1·ce into three parties. A few give themselves 
to the communication of instruction in English, fo1· which 
they are wdl qualified, and in which they become effective 
" at once." A few by "heartless drndgery, and hard and 
uninteresting labour," are able to speak the vemaculm· as well 
as the natives, and these are worthv of all admiration. T. S. 
bids them God 1;peed, and wishes titem tu exert themselves to 
the utmost in ,·ernncular preaching. The end is excellent, 
but the 111en11s are much to be deprecated. A place on the 
summit is very good, but the propriety of climbing the hill is 
exceedingly questionable. They arc almost the objects of 
envy for having reached the goal, but whethe1· or uot they 
have done right in rnuning the race is a diffe1·ent thing alto­
gether. They speak the language 110w os well as nati\'es do, 
and this is enough. They assuredly were at one time " me1·e 
tyrns," and they no doubt preached, when they could not 
speak like uatives,-fo1· in every thing practice is essential to 
proficiency,-but their presumption may be pardoned, and 
they may now bask in the sunshine of 'I'. S.'s favour, as they 
harn happily succeeded in acquiring a thornugh mastery of the 
native language. But the third class-composed of the ma11y 
-what shall we say of them ? They have been only two, 
three, four, or five years in the country-they are " mere 
tyros"-and yet they attempt to preach. They are fa1· from 
having fully succeeded in obtaining- the i11tonation, the idioma­
tic propriety, and fluency of a native,-and yet they preach ! 
'l'rne, they see thousands around them perishing fo1· lack of 
k11owle<lge-they see Satan triumphin~ in the ruin of his 
victims-they ha,·e glad tidings for those who are on the bo1·­
der of eternal rnin-they can state these tidings with such 
intelligibleness, that their language is understood-they have 
before them the example of a host of devoted men, mauy of 
whom ha,·e joined th.e blessed society of hea\'en. But in' 
vain. If we are to judge uy what T. S. has written, he has no 
" God speed" for tltem-he looks on t!tem as presumptuous­
ly engaged in a work for which they are not qualified. What 
woultl 'I'. S. advise us to do? Should we at once abandon 
preaching in the l'ernaculnr, and betake ourselves to English 
schools ? DoPs he reallv wish that to be the rule for ludia, 
which he himself aclrno\vleJges to be the exception for the 
world ? Are we to keep La 'l'rappian !lilence, till we can 
speak the language with all the flue11cy aud idiomatic proprie­
ty of a native ? \Viii he allow us to preach, if we arc listened to 
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generally with respect and attention-if we have every reason 
to think that the languiige we employ does not expose our mes­
sage to l'eproach-if we a1·e so happy as not to see even on one 
occasion the smile of contempt ri8iug in the countenance on ac­
count of the imperfect mode in which the Gospel is declared­
if we see indiriduals, on some occasions, evidently affected by 
what they hear ? If he will, the majority of us l trust may 
pursue our labours, nut only with a good conscience, which I 
hope we all have, but also with ~fr. S.'s approbation. ,vho 
has vauntingly told him, that little preparntion is necessary 
for preachiug in the vernacular, I lmow not. I am sure M1·. 
Sutton and I, neither hy implication 1101· st,1tement, have told 
him any such thing. This is a work of immense laboul', and 
though I should be twenty years in India, I am sure I will re­
main a student of the vernaculars. I deny however, and ever 
will deny, that those who have thei1· hearts in the work, and 
have a moderate sharn of talent, find the study of the Verna­
culars a heal'tless drudge1·y-hanl and uninteresting labour, 
which fritters awi:ly their health and spirits. The body and mind 
al'e often great I y exhausted, but there is at the same time a joy 
c-xperienctd which T. S. kuows not, and I suspect will never 
know. Labout· is the portion of the Christian on earth. Labour 
is peculiarly the heritage of the Missionary, let him choose what 
department he may. I have no doubt T. S. is as laborious as 
any of us, hut his WOl'k is not a <lmdgery, because his.heart is 
in it ; and for the same reason should we not feel happy in the 
midst of our labour and toil ? But I am forgetting myself. 
The object of my originally taking up my pen was to show 
that T. S. disparaged the labours of most of the Mission­
aries now in the field. '!'hey are chiefly engaged in preaching 
in the ,·ernaculai·-they do uot speak it so well as natives­
therefol'e they deserve censlll'e and not prnise. By adopting 
the heading of my article, T. S. himself has acknowledg-e<l that 
the adherents of the English are the aggl'essors, aud those who 
adhere to the vernaculars are only acting on the defensive*. 
I beg now to enter in yom· pages my protest against this dis­
paragement of the labours of the g1·rat body of Missional'ieiii 
iu the field. I am truly sony your respected col'l'espondent 
has got in this work so unenvious a position. The cause he so 
wal'mly advocates does not reqnil'e the weapons he has used, 
and I believe it is greatly injul'ed by them. 

There are several statements in T. S.'s commuuication, on 
which I would gladly comment, were I not afraid of exhaust-

• We are requested by T. S. to state that the heading of his nrticle was at. 
tod,ed to it by the Editors of the Ouserver without his consent or knowledge. 
-ED. 
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ing the (I suppose ah-eady exhausted) patience of your readers. 
I have already considered the point which I believe to be of 
the greatest 111oment. I cannot at present examine the othe1· 
views he has advanced. I do not consider one of my positions 
affected by what he has said. Will you allow me a mere glance 
at two or three of his statements ?-I am well aware that the 
question before the Conference was the place which the En­
glish la11guage holds; but on reading the resolution my im­
prcs;.ion was and still is, that the conference went beyond 
this question, and fixed with peculiar prominence the place 
due to the vernaculars. I see the addition I made to the last 
part of the resolution exactly expresses the views of you1· 
correspo11de11t. I hope in this position he stands alone. 
His statements directly lead us to suppose that he denies the 
last part of the resolution referring to the cultivation ancl im­
provement of the 11ative languages, to be intended fo1· Euro­
peans. The question he thus IHings before us is one of great 
importance, and cannot be discussed in two or three sentences, 
I would merely say that the .English language has been so 
moulded and beautified by the maste1·-minds of a Shakspeare, 
a Milton, a Robert Hall, and other intellectual giants, that 
110 modest foreigner, anti not even a 11ati\·e of England can 
think of improving it. The orthography is indeed very irregu­
lar and T. 8. as" a practical teachet·" knows this to be a most 
formidable difficulty iu the acquisition of our language. The 
orthography being now however so established, and having in 
it so splendid a liternture, he would be a daring man who 
would attempt a violent change. It is different with the na­
tive languages of this country. No student of them has ever 
declared them barbarous, but still it is a well lrnown fact that 
they have not yet been monl<led by master-minds. This being 
the case, Europeans, both Missional'ies and othe1·s, have dil"ect­
ly and indirectly doue much for their improvement. Need I 
mention the namel:i of Ca1·ey and Yates in connexion with 
Bengali; of Gilchrist, Hunter, Roebuck, and Shakespear, in 
connexion with Hindustani? The Grnmmars, Dictionaries, 
trnnslations, and tracts of Europeansha,·e done immense service 
to the native languages. If they be barbarous, as has been as­
serted, Missionaries most assu1·edly can improve them, for they 
have improved the barbarous languages of the South Seas and 
other places, and why not the barbarous languages of ln<lia? I 
will say 110 more 011 this subject. "''ill not soi11e of your read­
ers, men of experience in the native languages, favou1· us with 
theii· thoucrhts 011 this important topic ?-1 do not wonder al­
though yo~11· correspondent did 11ot exhort European Mission­
aries to cultirnte anti improve the native languages to the ut-
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most, for this IH' does not believe to be their work at all, and 
of course he could not teach what he did not belie,,e. This 
in my humble opinion is of greater moment tlrnn that which 
he has treated so folly, and which he has supported by 111u111-

sweretl ancl 111rn11swernhlc arguments. O11e g-reat reason why 
the teaching of Latin and Grt!ck is so brneficial to the youth 
of 0111· country, is that the cour!'e pursuC'cl gives them a great 
command over their owu language. If the1·e were teachers, 
who spoke the Latin as their mother-tongue, and if it re­
tained the very same place in education which it does now, the 
additional proficiency in Latin should be I suspect at the ex­
pense of a retrogade movement in English. ,vhen we leam 
living languages, we are genernlly adepts, or at least ought to 
be adepts, in ou1· own. On this account, when the teachers 
scarcely know a wo1·d of our mother-tongue, om· standi11g in it 
is not affected by their ignorance. We have heard so much of 
the wretched system of teachin~ Bengali prevalent in the pure­
ly native schools, that e,,e11 in the Al'-sembly's admirable insti­
tution there may be a danger of its not being thornughly 
taught, if entirely committed to nati\·e hands. I 1·ejoice 
howeve1· to know that the Bengali i!- cultivated by some Mis­
sional'ies connected with the General Assembly, and that this 
department is not enti1·elv left to native instructors. 

If it were not presumption I shoulll venture to say to your 
re!spccted correspondent, that his writings in my humble 
opinion wo11l1l be vastly improvc1\ by hadng a little 11101·e of 
the snariter in modo. ,vhethe1· I have enough of this in my 
own communications I know not. We can g1:nerally judge 
0111· brethren in this matter far more ea;.;ily than omselves. I 
can say however that the spicing om· langur1ge with such hard 
wonls,as presumptuous, p1·eposterous, unwarrantable, &c. pron)s 
any thing but the presence of the f01·tite1· in re. It is trne 
some people think this very talented \lTiting. What does 
your co!'fespon<lent mean when he says I have tampered with 
the wo1·d of God? Diel he con~ider the awful impo1·t of his 
words, when he charged a brother Missionary with such a 
crime; and in a case too, where he hi1melf ~ubstantiallv states 
my own \'iews ? I will not wax ve1·y wroth about the ·matter, 
and write bitter words against 'l'. S., because I fully beliel'e 
this to be a lapsus penrue, and that he does not mean what he 
says. ,Vhen we wax very wroth, I believe the public have 
very little sympat,hy with us-many laugh anti othe1·s pity us. 
We al'e told that every thing I had advanced has been met in 
the forme1· papers under the signatme of 1'. 8. My own prirnte 
opinion is rathe1· different, but as we both are young Mission­
ai·ies, it is much more modest and becoming to let the public 
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decide 011 the merits of what we h,n·e written. It will decide 
much more impartially and fairly than we can. I will not 
arbitrnte between Mr. Sutton and 'f. S., but I cannot refrain 
myself from saying that I read with much pain what has ap­
peared in your last number. 

I now beg leave to retire from this controversy with perfect 
good-will and Christian affection to my opponent. Fo1· his 
own sake I deeply regret he should have such low and unjust 
views of the labours of the great majority of his bretlll'en, 
while they thiuk highly of his. Nothing said against my 
arguments, I assure yoa, will induce me to write another line 
on this contl'Overted subject. 

l am, dear Sirs, yours trnly, 
J. K. 

Benares, March 9th, 1841. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

GENTLE:\IEN, 

It really appears to me that your recent controversy, so 
long continued, in which the use of vernacular preaching and 
teachi11g is as it were pitted against the sound education of 
a few through the medium of the English language, is charac­
terized by as much infirmity of feeling as soundness of argu­
ment. Why is the one opposed to the other? Why do we hear 
the hands crying out to the feet, We have no need of you? 
The most enlightened friends of vernacular education, as af­
fecting the mass of the people, are at the same time most fully 
impressed with the immense importance of a sound English 
education, in connection with the cultivation of the ,·e1·1rncu­
lars as the medium thrnugh which they are to detail European 
knowledge to their countrymen, as well by translations and 
original compositions, as by preaching- in the native languages 
of the country. The profound Robert Hall, to whose truth 
au<l eloquence many will bow, has some very heautifnlremarks 
011 the nxatious question ; at least it evidently is so to many. 
He says,-" Christianity was ushered into the world with the 
iuju11ctio11, Go and teach all nations, and every step of its pro­
gre~s is to be asl'ril>ed to instrnction. \Vith a condescension 
worthy of its author, it offers infor111ation to the meanest and 
most illiterate; but extreme ignorance is not a state of mind 
favourable to it. The first churches wel'e planted in cities (and 
those the most celebrated and enlightened), drawn 11eithe1· 
from the \'ery highest nor the very lowest classes ; the fonne1·, 
too often the victims of luxury aud pl'ide, the latter, sunk in 



1841.] Missionary Conference, 223 

extreme stupidity ; but from the middle orders, where the 
largest portion of virtue and good sense has usually resided. 
1 n remote villages, its prngrcss was extremely slow, owing, 
unquestionably, to that want of mental cultivation, which ren­
cle,·l•d them the last retreats of superstition ; insomuch that in 
the fifth century, the abette1·s of ancient idolatry began to be 
denon,inated Pagani, which propedy denotes the inhabitants 
of the country in distinction from those who reside in towns. 
At the Reformation, the progress of the reformed faith went 
hand in hand with the advancement of letters ; it had every 
where the same friends and the same enemies, and next to its 
agreement with the Holy Scriptmes, its success is chiefly to 
be ascribed, unde1· God, to the art of p1·i11ting, the revival of 
classical learning, and the illustrious patrn11s of ~cience attach­
ed to its cause. In the 1·ep1·esentation of that glorious period 
usually styled the Millenium, when religion shall universally 
prevail, it is mentioned as a conspicuous featu1·e, that men shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. That period 
will not be distiuguished from the preceding, by men's minds 
being more torpid and inactive, but rnther by the consecration 
of e,•ery power to the service of the Most High. It will be a 
period of remarlrnhle illumination, during which the li_qhl of 
the moon shall be as tlte ligltt of the sun, and the light of tlte sun 
as that of seven days. Every useful talent will be cultivated, 
evf'ry art subservient to the interests of man, be impl'Oved and 
perfected, learning will amass her stores, and genius emit he1· 
splendour ; but the forme1· will be displayed without ostenta­
tion, and the lattet· shine with ihe softened effulgence of hu­
mility and love." 

Yours faithfully, 
Calcutta, J4tli March, 1841. z. 

IV.-Resolution of the Missionary Conference, Marclt 2, 1841, 
in reference to Native Catechists and private Christians. 

" In consequence of certain glaring cases, ,vhich have been 
reported to the Conference, the members have unanimously re­
solved for themselves, and eamestlv recommend to all their 
Brethren in the Missionary field, sc,:upulously to abstain from 
engaging in the work, as teache1·s, catechists or otherwise, any 
individual who has been discharged for ill conduct by another 
Missionary, without previous i11qui1·y, and full proof of contri­
tion and penitence. Ancl further that it is most injmious to 
the cause of Christ, to receive, without previous investigation, 
any professing Christians that have been members of another 
Communion." 

2 G :,! 
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V.-Propositions 1·egardin,q Man·iage and Divorce, chiefly as 
tltey affect native converts lo Cltristianity. 

On the import,mce of the lnslitution of Marriage to the 
peace and well being of Society it were idle to dilate. Con­
tempornneous with the origin of man, it has surdved the wreck 
and ruin of the fall. Scarcely any tribe, however barbarous, 
has been known wholly to disregard it. And in the progress 
of Societv the due obsc1·vance of it, has ever bPen found at 
once a ca;_1se and a consequence of advancing civilization. 

It cannot therefore be without tlw deepest injury to any com­
munity, should any class or classes be fo1111d to exist therein 
whose intermarri,1ge~, and all the grave and 11w111cntons in­
terests whi('h these i11volve, are wholly llll[ll'O\'icled for; and, 
consequently, wholly unregulated by auy recog-uiv!d law. But 
such is the state of things in India. For British-horn sub­
jects, l\1uha111macla11s and Hindus, laws have been framed and 
promnlgale<l. But for individuals of other races, whether pme 
or mixed, and inore especially, the large and constantly iu­
cl'easing bo<ly of natives who liave reno1111ced theil' ancestrnl 
faith, no laws whatsoeH'l' hal'c been enacted by auy establish­
ed authority. 

The deplorable consequences of this absence of all law on 
a subject so intimately interwoven with the best interests of 
man has long been sincerely lamented by the friends of native 
impro\·ernent; and by none more so, than by the Chl'istian 
Missionaries of all de110111i11ations. In Calcutta, in particula1·, 
these have herdofore united fo1· the purpose of eudeavoul'ing 
to secure some commensurate remedy fOI' the great and the 
grnwing evil. In January, J 835, after repeated discus1,ions, 
they published the result of their deliberations in the form of 
six propositions-accompanied by brief but able explana­
tory notes by the acting Seeretary, the Rev. \V. S. Mackay. 

No aulhoritative measnre hal'ing yet been founded 011 these 
or any other prnpositions, the subject, in so fa1· as it concerns 
the case of converts to the Chrislian faith, has ~gain been 
taken up by the Missionary Conference; and, aftp1· reiterated 
discussion at succPssive 111eeti11gs, has beeu handed ovel' to 
the Standing Committee for its film! au<l digested report. Ac­
col'<liugly, the Chairman of that Committee begs lea\·e uow 
to report as follows :-

1. The Bible being the trne standal'Cl of morals to a Chris­
tian Go1·ernmcnt, anti its Chri:stian subjects, it ought to be 
consulted in every thing which it contains on the subjects of 
maniage and dirn!'ce; au<l nothing ought to be determined 
evidently contrary to its geucral principles, 
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]Vote. This, with a slig·ht alteration, is the second of the OJ·iginal pro­
positious already 1·efened to; and is too self-evident to require any 
comment. 

II. It is in accordance with the spirit of the Bible, an<l 
the pmcticc of the Protestant Church, to con~idcr the Stah: 
as the prnper fountain of legislation in all civil questions 
affecting marriage anc.l divorce, 

JVote.-This is the first of the origirrnl propositions which the forme1· 
Secretary pronouuces "nearly a truism." " No nHt1Tiage or divorce," 
co11ti1111es he "is leg·al, unless it be accordiug to the law; and whatever 
the law enacts, 01· e,·e11 recognizes, is to be held valid: thus the law 
prnctically d~fines rnarria~e aud divorce. It may define wrougly, aud place 
them 011 other tl1a11 a scriptural foundation; but so it may do in regard 
to every thiug with which it meddles. Under these circumstances, the 
dutr of the Christian is plain. He needs not to seek for such maniage 
or divorce as is forbiddeu by the Bible, though legally free to clo so: and 
if the law refuses what the Bible allows, he must submit to its onliuance. 
(Romans xiii. passim.) 

The duty of the miuister is a little more complicated. 
'J'l1011~·h the state may tighten 01· loosen the marriage tie, more thau 

the Bible sauctions, it is plain enough that it has no power to force him 
to use improperly the autho1·ity it may have delegated to him; ancl 
accordingly, it may be his duty in certain cases to 1·efuse both marriage 
ancl cli,·orce. But it seems impossible to deny the validity of either_. 
when sauctioned by the state, on the gTouncl of its wanting the authority 
of Scripture: otherwise, as Clll'istians are commanded to many only iu 
the Lord, we would be unmanying nearly the "hole world. The law, 
for instance, might allow two persons to marry within the forbidden de­
grees of relatiuuship; but, however much he lamentecl this, no Christiau 
minister wmilcl feel himself at Jil,erty to r1rniany one of those persu11s to 
a thil'll party, while the other was still ali,·e, a11cl the legal union undis­
solved. If the contrnctiug parties were Christians, and aware of their 
1,uilt, it would he a case for church discipliue; but in other cases, surely 
common sense ancl charity require, that the olfenclcrs should be excused. 
To conciude, marriage and dirorce are to he held legal and valid, when 
1·ecognizecl in a11y way by the state; hut there may be cases, "here 
though the Christian allows the legal right, he denies the morn! l'ight­
ness: it is his duty to suffer them, but not to form or share in them, to 
hea1· his testimony against them, and to search the Scriptures, that he 
may be enabled to choose his own path aright.'' 

Ill. A mere contrnct, oral or written, between the parents 
of two parties, pl'Oposed to be united in wedlock, without the 
actual celebration of the marriage ccren1011ial, not ueiug 
regarded by the natives themselves as of the e:sseuce aucl vali­
dity of marriage, ought not to lie so regarded by the Christian 
Church or the Cluistian legi:,ilature. 

Note.-lt is founcl on inquiry that such contracts are occasionally en­
te1·ed iuto ; hut that they are not held by the contracting pa1·ties them­
selves to be of the essence or validity of actual marriage. Either 
parent may !'esile fro,u his promise,-011ly the party so resili11g is Jiuble 
to 1·eproach 01· disg'l'ace. 
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IV. "'hen the marriage ceremonial, authorized by Hindu 
ancl l\fnha11111iadau law and custom, is fonnally celebrnted 
between the parties, whatever be theit· age, we are called on by 
reason and Scripture to regal'(I such marriage as civilly and 
legally valid, and, consequently, its obligatio11s as mutually 
binding. 

Note.-lt ought ever to he borne in mind that marriage is a contract, 
both civil and religiu1ts. As its essence seems to consist in the union of a 
man nnd woman, who are 7,/edyed to Ii \'e to9et/1e1· as h11~ba11d and wife, its 
valid it_,, cannot depend on the mode or form of the ce1·emo11illl by which it 
is ratified. That ceremonial may he wholly ci\'il, or partly ci\'il and re­
ligious,-aml it may ,·ary indefinitely with the manuers, customs and 
sentiments of different nations in different ag-es. In every country, whe­
ther ci\·ilized or barliarous, thei-e is ~ome act, form, or ceremony, which 
is generally held to constitute maniage and to legitimate the children. 
\\'hen the question therefore is raised, whether we, as Christians, are 
called upon to regard those marriages as valid and legally binding, which 
are consiclerl'd as such, by the trihes 01· nations to whom the married pru·­
ties belonged at the time when the matrimonial alliance was contrncted 
and the mati·imonial 1·ites duly celebrated ?-it is humbly submitted that 
we are so called upon. The \'ery expression of the Apostle " unbelieving 
wife, unbelie\'ing husband," i. e. heathen 1cife, hec1thenhusband, of necessity 
imports that he regarded them as legitimately, husband and wife, while 
in their heathen state-because so constitute1l and accounted hy their 
own customs and laws. So 0111· Saviour, when he says, " \V hat God hath 
joined together let not man put asunder,'' seems to imply that those 
were "joined together by an ordinance of Goel," or lawfully married, or 
were so united and regarded by the laws and customs which prevailed in 
his time, though none of the parties had then become believers in Christ. 

V. Renunciation of Hinduism or Muhammadanism being 
regarded by Hindu and Muhammadan law and usage as tan­
tamount to civil or legal death, the non-renouncing party is 
at liberty to treat the othe1· as repudiated or divorced; but 
the Christian convert is uot entitled to arnil himself or herself 
of the Hindu or :\Iahammadan law, and regard his or he1· 
voluntary 1·enunciatio11 of ancestral faith as of itself releasing 
him or her from the obligations of the prerious conjugal 
alliance, 01· as rendering him or her free at once to coulrdct 
another. 

lVote.-The law of the u11believi11g party may entitle it to regard the 
other as cii-ill>· dead or lt>gally repudiated, But the law of the belie1·­
i11g party dors 11ot entitle it to regard the othe1·, as, ipso facto, civilly 
,lead or legally repn,liatecl. A change of religious OJJinio11 does not, 
accordiug to Christian tau•, dissolve any previously co11h·acted bonds 01· 

obligations. Should the unbelieving party, therefore, not avail itself of 
the conccdecl right ur permission uf its own law, hut still thi11t, it good 
or well (lvveuBokfl) i. e. consent, wish, or will, to live with the belie\'ing 
party, and discharge, as before, the duties of husband or wife, it is co11-
cludecl that the latte1· 01· belie\'ing party is hound by the previously con­
trncted obligation, to treat the uubelieving pa1·ty as husband or wife, 
precisely as if no rha11ge of religious sentiment had talrnn place. See 
1 Cor. 12, 13, H. 
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VJ. If the unbelieving party wilfully dese1·t 01· appea1· 
obstinately to refuse to live with the believing party, as huR­
baud 01· wife, such wilful desertion or continued refusal being 
presumptive evidence of a real 01· au intended divorce, it is 
supremely desirable that some legal plau or measure ;;hould 
be devised fo1· uuiver,1al adoption, whereby the believer might 
satisfactorily ascertain whether he 01· she has been definitively 
cast off or formally repudiated. 

Note.--This pl'oposition assumes it as indisputal,le that in no cnse 
whatever save that of adultery, is tlie beliel'er entitled to use for clil'orce 
(see J\latt. xix. 6-9, a111I I Cor. l'ii. JO, 11). \\"hetlie1· the Hindu or 
l\Juhammadan law declare a renunciation of Hinduism or J'lluhamm:ul­
anism to be, ip.<o f11clo, a just ground of di,·orce or not, the law of the 
Christian utterly disclaims the rnlidity of any such gT011111I. Acconli11,:l)', 
if the uubelieving- party be willing to ahide by the antececlently formecl 
nuptial bond, the believer has 110 option-noalternati,·e-as, in that case. 
there neither is nor can be, any dis,olution of the orig·inal marriage, 
But, if, in consequeuce of the permission an1I sanction of Hindu or 
1\111hamm:ula11 law, the unbeliever depnrt, i. e. separate himself or her­
self-in other wonb, finally and forlllally cast off, repu(liate, or divorce 
the believing party-the latter, not being in tlti.~ cnse tfte di1,orcer /wt the 
divorced, must he accounted as freed, by the wilful and deliberate act of 
the former, from the ties and obligations of the previous matrimonial 
union; and, consequently, at liberty to contract another (see Co1·. vii. IS.) 
From the present constitution of Hindu society, however, and the entire 
want of any legislative enactment on the subject, it is often impossible 
to learn the real mind of the unbelieving party; particularly, if that 
party be the wife. She may be herself in close confinement in her father's 
house, or in that of some other friend. H el' husband, on his conversion, 
becoming an out-caste, may be positively delrnl"l'ed ali access to her. 
How then i,; he to disco,·er her own mind-her own unconstrained will 
01· desire-concerning the continuance of her conjugal alliance with him­
self? How is he to know whethe1· sl,e is obstinately bent and determined 
to a,·ail herself of he1· own law, and so to disown ancl repudiate lrim for 
ever ?-or, whether, from natural affection towards him or any other 
cause, she is willing to forego the right and privilege concede1i by her 
own law, aud consequently willing still to live with him, in conjugal 
union? Some authorised plan 01· method by which these important 
points can he legally ascertained, without doing urrnecPssary Yiolence to 
natul'al feeling or national custom seems imperatively demanded alike by 
the conditions of private and social well-being, and the pressing 
exigency of circumstances. 

VII. It is therefore humbly suggested, that, in order to as­
certain the trne sentiments of the u11believing party, the magis­
trate be authorized on petition of the believing party to have 
the former, (being at least 14 years of age, in the case of a male, 
and l ~ in the case of a female,) brought before him, in open 
court, or in his own private house, 01· in any other convenient 
place, there to be questioned in the presence 01· hearing of the 
petitioning party and friends, as to his or he1· willingness 01· 
unwillingness to live with and be considered the hn~band 01· 

wife of the latte1·-that, if the unbelieving pa1·ty be found will-



228 Mm·der at Dillajpm·. 

iug thus to live with the other, he or she be at once pronouncerl 
at liberty to do so, and immediate steps be taken to ensure the 
cons11m111atio11 of such voluntarily exvressed wish ;-hut that, 
in the e\'ent of a posith·e refusal on the part of the unbeliever, 
at the .first examination, the same party, (after the lapse of at 
least a twelvemonth, during which there may be ample scope 
for reflection 011 the 011e hand and conciliation on the other,) be 
again brnught before the magistrate aud similarly interrogated 
as before-that, afte1· all possible means of conciliation have 
bePn tried, should the refusal he still persisted in, the fact be 
publicly announced and officially 1·ecorded-a11d that a copy 
of such record, countersigned hy the magi;;trat", be furnished 
to the petitiouing party, as the voucher of a legal divorce. 

VI.-Murder at Dinajpur. 

\Ve have before announced to our readers that a nati,·e 
preacher connected with the Baptist Missionary Society's sta­
tion at Dinajpur w,1s deliberately anrl wantonly murden:d by 
a band of armed 11ativt's. \Ve have also laid before them the 
fact of a murder having hl'en committed in the district of 
K ri,dmagarh oll the per~otl of a native Chl'istian. The pal'ties 
iniplicaled in these murders have 11ot as yet been brought to 
justice, though we hope both the cai-es will he fully in­
vestigated "·itl1 a view to the administration of justice. Theil· 
inve,-tigation will, we are couficlC'nt, hri11g out facts of the 
most app.illillg nature-facts "·hich if they hut once fiud thei1· 
way to the British legislature will excite a fp(,]i11g as deep if not 
cleqicr than ever existed on the all-absoriling question of sla­
very anti the ;;lave trade. The state of the police, the admi­
nistration of justice, and the whole ~ocial economy of the 
comts in the mufassal imperatively <lemand the prnmpt legis­
lative interference of the Government. That matters should 
have been so long permitted to exist as they are is only matter 
of pel'fect astonishment; and that the nati,·es should ha\'e sus­
tained thei1· sufferings with patience is a strnlig proof of their 
extreme depression as a people, than which we may search in 
vain for a parellcd in the annals of Histol'y. The powers that 
be have ever shown a most astonishing degree of sensith·eness 
in reference to missionary operations. ThPy have professed to 
he alarmed lest interference with the religious prejudices of the 
natives might excite to rebellion. They have nothing to fea1· 
from Mission:u·y 01· any other i11fl11ence if the peopl1! will to­
lerate and be patient umler such multiplied social and politi-
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cal wrnngs as we ha\·e become acquainted with in om· brief 
ca1·ec1· in India, \Ve believe the Government of ludi,i to be 
one of the best intentioned in the world, with the very worst 
executi\'e. It is not the intention but the 11011-execulion of that 
intc11tion which inflicts such irreparable mischief on the pool' 
oppressed and wretched ryots. It is especially however with 
the bearing of all this on Christianity that we have to do, 
though ,re trnst we shall neve1· be back ward to plead the cause 
of the oppressed heathen or Musalman inhabitants of In­
dia. ,vithout at all wishing to invest the murders referred 
to with the charnctc1· of direct religions persecution, we may 
trnce them directly to the iufluence of Christianity; and if 
the pl'eseut cases be allowed to pass without the strictest in­
vestigation, they will leave no Missionary Ol' Native Christian 
(especially in the mufassal) sul'e of his life 01· prnpel'ty for a 
single day. 

Native society, notwithstanding the flattcl'ing testimony of 
Sil- Charles Fol'bes, is provel'hially col'rupt, and not the least 
col'rupt pol'tion of it is the police. So long therefore as all 
are equally open to bl'ihel'y and corruption, and things re­
main as they are, little do the heathen cal'c whethe1· the peo­
ple become Christians or Muhammadans-if they still remain­
ed col'rupt; but Christianity wherever it effects a lodgment in 
the heart of man will lead him not only to cease to clo evil him­
self, but it will also prevent him from aidi11gothcrs in the practice 
of that which is either politically or morally wrong. Mo1·eovel' 
Christianity will not allow its l'ecipients to sanction idolatrous 
worship or to accede to idolatrous national practices. Now the 
ma1111e1" in which many of the exactions al'e made from the pool' 
is tbrnugh the medium of idolatrous national customs. The 
n-ots of a zemindar must offe1· him trilrnte at a shraddha 01· 
,;.edding 01· other ceremony connected with heathenism, which 
is not a part or parcel of any direct agl'eement, but merely a 
practice connected with mere supel'stitious and idolatrous cus­
toms-a mcl'e scheme for exacti11g from the people that of their 
suhstance which could not be hopecl fo1· in a legitimate and di­
rect mannel', Mol'eovel' whereve1· Christianity holds an influen­
tial place in the heart of the Christian, be he European 01· Na­
tive, it will not allow him to witness oppl'ession and suffering 
inflicted on the weak with impunity. The very genius of Chris­
tianity fol'bids this, be it inflicted either by the highest autho­
rity Ol' the meanest serf. Christianity from its very nature and 
tendency must be the refuge fol' the oppl'essed and injul'ed, 
and so it eve1· has been, its ministel'S and most devout 
people have been found ever ranged on the side of the 
slave. The eai·s of her most consistent follo,vers are like un-

voL. II, 2 H 
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to the ears of God, e,·e1· open to the cry of them that a1·e held 
in bondage or tl'eated with injustice. Ot11· holy faith mol'e­
O\'el' teaches us, while we feel fo1· others and seek to redress 
their or oul' own griernnces, to bear long oul'sdves under poli­
tical disabilities a11Cl to exhort othel's equally suffel'ing with 
ourselves to patiently wait until a legal remedy can be appli­
ed to their wrongs. We think these renuu·ks will find a ready 
and ample corroboration in the conduct of the Missionaries 
among the slaves of the western isles and the aborigines of 
Southern Africa. Had it not been fo1· the efforts of the 
Missionaries long ere this the political volcano would have 
burst in these districts spreading desolation on every hand. The 
result of thei1· influence has been peace a11d hope. Nor will 
the preceding remarks be found less applicable to the following 
correspondence connected with the Dinajpur murder. The 
object of the con·espondence is to trace the murde1· to its ori­
ginal and true soul'ce ; but it also develops other facts which 
will, we doubt not, astound om· readers as much as they have 
ourselves. Think of the house of a Missionai·y being broken 
into and plundered because he would not satisfy the rapacity of 
the servants of a zemindar. Think of this being repeated over 
a space of 12 years not less than folll' times, an<l but terminat­
ing in the attempted mmdcr of Mr. Smylie and the actual 
mmder of his devoted catechist. Mr. Smylie says in reference 
to these attempts-

,, The.first attack made on me, was shortly after my coming to Sada­
mahl, now near twelve years ago, and the cause was money. I had not 
gil·en the servants of the zemindal' any money, no!' had I e1•er thought 
of so doing, they therefore intended to frighten me out of it, and to ac­
compli3h their end they prepa1·ed many bambu bludgeons. I was told of 
what they ll'ere about and knowing myself to be innocent, I went out to 
where they had collected, taki11g no one with me. I reasoned with them 
and they went away ashamed of themselves. 

" The ne.:1:1 time they attacked my house, and carried off all the money 
they could find, in fact all I was wo1·th. 

"The third time they took no money but clothing to the amount of 
about Rs. 200. 

" Tl1efourth time they took only a few articles." 

This too in a free country, under British rule and on a 
Bl'itish subject, a minister of the Gospel and on the testimo­
ny of all partie8 a peaceable citizen. Could Damascus be 
wo1·se-or the rule of Mchement Ali exceed this ? 

Mr. Smylie IH'xt adverts to what he and the other pm·ties at 
the station deem the true cause of the murde1·. He w1·ites as 
follows-

"I will now ende:ll'our to shew you some of the causes which led to 
this painful and trying time, Some few years ago there was a heal'y tax 
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levied at the Nek-ma1·cl meli1; every poo1· man who purchased a bul­
lock had, aftel' paying fo1· the nnimal, to pay fou1· pice to each rupee. 
'l he land on which the melit was held and paid for by the ryot~, was ren­
te1l to those who came to it at a rupee per cubit. Oppression of every 
lcintl was dealt out with the most bountiful hand; many poor people in­
treated the Native l\lissionm·y to get me to mention it to the magistrate. I 
ditl so and in a few days afterwards he wrote to me officially, 1·equesti11g me 
to state what I had seen. I did so, not !mowing that he intended to lay 
what I said before Gorernment, who declared that they had nel'er received 
any thing by way of a tax from the mele. It m1s of course put a stop to, 
and the court office1·s, &c. who made out the rent chitties were by no means 
pleased. Thieving and oppression were the only thing~ that seemed to 
thrive in the melii and nil wag clone in the name and fo1· the sake of tlie 
Hon'ble Company-so the poor 1vere told. 

"About the same time came up the cry of the poor on account of the 
base coin. I again stepped forward, It was put down, numbers were 
taken and imp1·isoned and the people were not unthanlcful, and lluda was 
rewanlecl by the magistrate, l\lr, Bentall. B. at tliis time refused a bribe 
of 500 i·upees." 

Think of the exorbitant rental fo1· the lancl-one rupee pe1· 
cubit, an<l also of the shameless extortion of four pice on the 
rupee to the myrmidons of the police, and this in the name 
of the Company ! Is it not matte1· of perfect astonishment 
that these people do not break forth into open insurrection ! 
and this practised too not far from the habitation of the Ex­
t>cutive officer ! ! The facts referred to in om· previous re­
marks are also corroborated in the unsuccessful attempt to 
bribe the Native preache1·. He would not connive at the 
wickedness of the parties, and pays it with the forfeit of his 
life ! ! Again, we learn that-

" The next case was this. Some cl'uel oppressions the Mahitjans were 
in the habit of p1·actising on the poo1·, such as setting a la1·ge sugar boiler 
of iron on the head of those who could not satisfy thei1· desires with 
money aml n1aking them stand in the blazing sun till their b1·ains were 
ready to boil-but permit me to dl'a1v the curtain." 

Now we have heard of the horrors of the Slave trade, and of 
the tortures of the Inquisition, but verily neither the one no1· 
the other could far exceed this in cl'Uelty. Can Mr. O'Connell 
or George Thompson use language too strong in reprobation of 
such practices as these? \Ve shall at present content ourselves 
by an extract ,vhich will she,v the spirit indulged in by the 
native officers, ancl the fear that they are in some measure 
implicated in this matter. Mr. Smylie says-

" The rent-free land belonging to the mission is on the other side of the ri­
ver. The man from whom we bought this land is one 0£ the leaders in the 
late fou I affair. 1 believe he had an idea that if B. was gone we coult.l never 
hold Sidsmahl, therefore the late exultation, ' Ah now your Satlsmahl will be­
come a jungle; if you do not leave it they will burn you out of your houses.' 

2 H 2 
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this wns the lnnguage of the Thennlider even lo myself, and when I refused to 
let him lmve my servant he told me he would hand me up lo the Superintendent 
of Police. I gave up my servant, and shame or some thing el~e moved him lo 
send him back shortly after.'' 

This from a Thanatlar ! 
We simply add to these extracts the testimony of a gen­

tleman who has voluntarily written on this subject. 
" I take the liberty of a,ldressin~ yon on the subject of the mmder of Buda, 

the Nati,·c l\Iissionary al S{tdlimahl. l'i,·e out or a gang· or 40 or 50 have been 
made on•r to the Sessions Court; the rest are at lar~c to renew their attack either 
on the Itev. l\lr. Smylil', oran_v assi.,tant he may send. From all I hare heard, 
I am ro,ninced thC' poor man foll a \'ictim to a ,kep laid scheme, a11,I tl,at if the 
case was properly i11\'csti~a1cd into, th<' police would be f,.,u11cl tu Le deep in the 
plul. I nm led 10 this c-onclusiun from the fact that llu,la in a great measure 
preve1,ted rxtorlio11s 011 the poor; it was thro11_~h information obtained from l1im 
that a ga11:; ul coinrr~ were cklel'lcd mu! Lruke11 up, ns well as a check put to 
n ,·illainuus S\'stcm of extortion that exisll'cl at ,rnme lar~e fair. From all I can 
learn !he haq:ies about the Court co111bined with the' poltroons of police to 
make it appear to ln1Ye ori~inalecl in a spirit of fouaticism. This is not the fact; 
and I feel conviucl·tl that if a proper i11q11iry \\·as i11;,ti1uted the plot would be 
dirnl~ecl : at any rate should the !;l'C'aler part escape with impunity it will em­
bolden thrm to fresh acts of al:!~ression a::;ainsl the ltev, :\Ir, Smylie or his little 
flock to cause their dispersion," 

'Who on reading these statements does not exclaim, "Tell it 
not in Gath !" Is it possiule that such things can l,c prnctised 
with comparative impunity ?-Y cs ; nay worse in the Krish­
nagarh case the evidence of fifteen Christian witnesses was 
rejected uy the magistrate on the ground that they were Chris­
tians, although they swore to the fact ,)f the murder and the 
identity of the murderers. In that district we understand too 
tortures the most revolting to humanity, have been inflicted 
by some zemintlar 011 the Christians, fo1· the purpose of forc­
ing them to swear contrary to the truth. \Ve trust that we 
shall be spared going further into these matters by the prompt 
and effectual admiuistrnlion of justice. Otherwise we ha\'e 
but one co11:·se open to us, and that is to lay these and other 
cases of oppres.~ion now experienced by the Native Christians 
as such, before the British people. Our hope is however in 
God, and to him it is first and above all that we look for aid 
and success, May He grnnt His blessing. 

VIL-Temperance Society. 
We are gratified to learn that an effort is about to be made in Cal­

cutta to aid the cause of Temperance. We are still more gratified 
to find that the effort about to be made is such as will be calculated 
to ensure the co-operation of all the rational and Scriptural advo­
cates of " moderation in all things." Tlie evangelic standard set up 
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hy the proposers of the Calcutta Society i~ to us the brightest fea­
ture in the attempt to rescue men from the degrading influence of 
intoxicating drinks. It is the ground on which we rest the hope of 
the Socictv's success. It will enable the advocates of the institution 
to appeal to man, not on the low and questionable motives which have 
hut too often been presented to them as inducements to desist from the 
use of ardent spirits ; Lut to the high and holy motives of the blessed 
go~pel-in connection with which the direct and powerful influences 
of the Spirit of God may be confidently expected. \Vhcre these are 
experienced, the man will not he rescued for awhile, or be hclc..1 in 
doubtful suspense as to his sobriety, but being clothed in his right 
mind and viewing himself and his former practices, not in the light 
of man's judgment hut of God's, he will he sober and watch unto 
prayer, eYen to the end. All other reformations are doubtful and 
precarious; this permanent and sure.-The catholicity of the Society 
is another feature in its constitution which merits our approba­
tion. It proYides a means by whi~h the advocates of a pledge as 
well as those who conscientiously dissent from such a measure may 
rally around one common standard, for the purpose of reclaiming the 
drunkard from his deadly sin, and warning the beginner, at the Yery 
outset of his career, of the evil of the path he would tread, and thus 
save him from a multitude of sins. \Ve do most sincerely en­
treat all those to whom the cause commends itself to lend their 
nid to these laudable efforts to do good. Let all differences be merg­
e<l-let neither sectarian differences, nor the intemperance of temper­
ance advoc,.tes mar the good work. Our hope is, that the Calcutta 
Society will be found a rallying point fur temperance adYocates of 
eYcry shade of opinion. l\Jay Satan nut accomplish his purposes by 
di1·iding the slrength of those whose object is one; and that object 
so truly worthy the united efforts of the whole church. \Ve have 
much pleasure in placing the following remarks on the principles of 
the proposed Society from our contemporaries the Friend of India and 
the Christian Advocate. It is gratifying to us to find our contempo­
raries cordially recommending the Society to public patronage. \Ve 
do hope that the reply to the Teetotaler from the Advocate will be the 
last that will he required on that head, and that should a temperance 
journal be started that its pages will not be occupied by hitter aud 
waspish controversies, on the points of difference between the true 
friends of the cause, but with useful information as to the progress of 
temperance in the world. The mere agitation of the subject alone with­
out any test or membership must effect and has achieved much good. 
Drinking usages which were common twenty years ago are now banish­
ed from society ; in fact we doubt not hut that the influence of the 
Societies in the mere agitation of the subject has been as great if not 
greater beyond their immediate pale than it has been within it. The 
interested may ridicule, and the victim of spirits scoff at the effort, 
but it is one which will produce a vast and beneficial reformation on 
the public mind in reference both to the nature and use of stimu­
lating drinks. 
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[From the F,·iend of fodia.] 
"We accidentally omitted last ,veek to publi,h the proceeding of a meeting 

which l,as been held in Calcutta for the formation of a Temperance Society. 
They will be found among the extracts of the pre,ent week. It has always ap­
peared singular, that while these instilutions were spreading throu~hout the 
world, and so materially ameliorating the condition of mankind, the l\letropolis 
of India should be without one. \\'e think the omission is to be attributed in 
some measure to the aristocratic frame of society, and partly to the general 
spirit of moderation in the u3e of spirits, which we are happy to percei\·e has, 
for some time past, characterized it. Compared with former times, Calcutta is 
a temperate city; and lo the improvement of public habits in this respect is to 
be allributed unquestionably the great impro\·ement which is ,·isible in the 
general health of its inhabitants. It is rarely that a European quits India 
now with the boast of ha\'ing drank claret enough to float a seventy-four. Deep 
drinking, which was so prevalent in the tirst half of the Inst forty years, and 
which consigned so many of its victims to a premature gra,·e, has in a great 
ml'asure gone out. \\'e do indeed hear an unpleasant whisper of its hnl'ing 
revi,·ed, within the last two or three years, with the increase of general amuse­
ment,; but we are very loth lo admit the fact except upon clearer evidence. 

"Be that as it may, the non-existence ofa Temperance Society in Calcutta 
has hitherto been owing chiefly to the idea of its being redundant. Nor do we 
attribute lhe present mo,·ement lo any impression that the evil of intemperance 
is growing in the higher and middling walks of society ; but to the very landa­
ble desire of forming a Society in the metropolis which shall become a centre 
of beneficial influence, and assist in spreadinr: right ,·iews and healthful habits 
through the various stations of the country. Tlie Society which it is now pro­
posed to establish, ,viii thus unite in one body all those who consider intem­
perance, as the source of more misery to the family of man than the heaviest 
taxation, or the most galling political oppression, or the mo~t sanguinary wars. 
The Society ,viii be affiliated with all kindred associations throughout tl,e Pre­
sidency, and stimulate and increase them by an active correspondence. It will 
become the instrument of diffusing information on the important object which 
forms its bond of union, and be enabled to present to the public a combined 
view of the general progress of the cause. 

"\\'e are happy to find that the Society is not to be a Total Abstinence Society; 
that it proceeds upon the principle of a temperate use of "·ine, and eschews 
only ardent spirits. There are some in India, with whose ideas these moderate 
principles will not squore, and who will stigmatize them in no ,·ery temperate 
language. But let the friends who have now associated lhemsell'es together, be 
assured, that the establishment of a Total Ab;tinence Society wotJld ha,·e been 
impossible in Calcnlla. It is true that one might possibly ha,·e been organized 
by a small band of ultras, and that advocates might ha,·e been found even for 
the principle of refusing the use of wine in the Eucharist ; but it would have 
obtained no public support, ancl must soon have been numbered in the Bills 
of J\Iortality. It is not by a crusade against all the innocent usages of society 
that its best interests can be promoted ; and the plan which has now been adopt­
ed of estahlishin~ a Temperance Society upon temperate principles, is that 
which promises the widest and most permanent success.'' 

From the Calcutl,i Clu-istian Advocate. 
" On Wednesday 11,e 10th ult., a special meeting of the friends of Tem~erance 

was held at the Town llall, to take into consideration the propnety ol lormmg 
a Tempel'ance Society for Calcutta. The following gentlemen were prP.sent. 
The Venerable the Archdeacon, Rev. Dr. Duff, Rev. l\lessrs. Gogerly, Boaz, 
Innes and Long, Dr. Corbyn, and T. Ellis, Esq. The _\'en'ble the Archdeacon 
presided. After much serious deliberation the followmg resoluuons appeared 
to embody lhe sentiments of friends present:-
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• I.-Agree to form a Society to be designated, 1'he Cakutta 7cmpera11ce 
&~~ . . . . 

• Il.-Thnt the object of tlus Society be to udvocate the propnety and necessi-
ty of abstainin~ who_lly from the use_ of ardent spirits, and o~ being scrupu­
lously and systemallcally temperate Ill the use of all other liquors-and to 
enforce tlie observance of such tempernnce in the use of God's bounties by an 
appeal to all manner of moli•es-e\"an!;elic and otherwise. 

'lll.-That as one of the subordinale means for securing the end in view 
individuals be invited and encouraged to sign a voluntary agreement to act in 
accordance with the declared ends of the Society. 

• IV .-That individuals conscientiously objecting to a pledge, but yet fully 
approving the objects of the Society bi! deemed eligible as l\lembers by their 
co-operation with the Society in its rnrious efforts to promote temperance. 

• V .-That a public Meeting be held for thP. formation of a Society in the 
third week in April. The Bishop of Calcutta to preside. 

• VI.-That a Provisional Committee be formed for carrying ant these pur­
poses consisting of the gentlemen present, with the addition of Colonel Powney, 
Coloned Barton and Lieutenant Butler. 

• Vll.-That the Rev. J. Long be the Provisional Secretary.' 
" \Ve suspect there are few sa\'e the interested and the intemperate but who 

would willingly lend their aid to check the progress of intemperance provided a 
rational medium were provided. The mischief has hitherto been that Temper­
ance advocates have been amongst the most intemperate of all advocates, while 
the extremes to which the principle has been carried by many has cast discredit 
upon a really good cause. We therefore hail wiLh pleasure the rational and 
temperate resolutions passed by the Provisional Meeting, and tru~t they will be 
carried into practice at every stage of the Calcutta SocieLy's progress. But not 
only are we gratified with the rationality of the resolutions, but also with the 
feet that the Calcutta Society is not to confine its appeals to men to those low 
motives which have bnt too often been made the standard of Temperance opera­
tions. The highest of all motives is to be made the chief spring of the Society's 
operations. This is as it should be, for without this it must foil of success­
with it, if ever it be accomplished, success must obtain. The object of all such 
institutions is, we opine, to effect a radical change in pu lilic sentiment in 
reference 10 the properties and uses of ardent spirits, in order that they may be 
placed on the Apothecaries' shell"es in the position they should ever have held, 
,·iz. as medicinal poisons. \Vhen we consider the mass of Pvil which has 
resulted fro1u spirit-drinking in the world, and in India especially on the Euro­
pean community, and add lo this the fact that the native community ha,·e b,~gun 
to adopt the debasing practice from the British, surely we shall need no further 
incentive to urge us to aid in e1•ery way the effort about to be made for the 
prevention of the increase of the sin of drunkenness in India. One of the 
means to be employed by the Calcutta Society is, we understand, a Temperance 
Tavern, to which the members of the different Societies in the mufilssal or in 
Calcutta may resort while in the city. A periodical advocating the interests of 
the Society will, we believe, be also established." 

" Our readers will find in another page a letter from a Teelotaler on the pro­
posed constitution of the Calcutta Temperance Society. We have inserted it, 
first, because, we are anxious thnt every man should be hP.ard in defence of his 
principles without they involve a wilful contradiction of God's truth : and, se­
condly, because it is a temperate specimen of the very intemperance too often dis­
played by the ad,·ocates of teetotalism, not against those who scoff at the efforts 
of good men to check the progress of intemperance, but against those whose ob­
ject is one with the upholders of total absti11ence, thoul!,h they conscieutiously 
belie\·e other means beside that may be employed for effecting the desired object. 
It is this kind of intemperate advocacy of a good cause which has, we nre con­
fident, materially retarded its progress, di1·ided its strength, and induced many 
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well-<lispose<l persons to withhold their ai<l from institutions which are set up 
as the ;tnndarcls of right an<l wrong for e,·cry man's conscience. Our corre­
spondent an<l his frientls may think a pletlge anti total abstinence the best means 
for etfocling the ohject-others <lo not approve either tlie pledge or total 
absti11enrc ; but on his own principle of not eating· meal so Ion" as the wod<l 
~lands if it offend his brollier, should he set up the pledge wl,i~h is a thing of 
man's onlerin~ as a slumblin'..(-block Lo another man ·s conscience? Or will it 
justify him in say in~ th:il those who as conscientiously abstain from signing a 
pled\!-e as lie may from talcing ardent ,pi,its or wine, <lo it because they are 
'lorers of themsches,' or because they wish Lo in<lul;;e in wine, or beer, while 
they "ould <lepri,·e the poor man of his ration of spirits. Such a line of argument 
must an<l will do much harm to the goo<l cause in which we are mutually en­
gaged, and we entr€at our correspondent and his friends to cease from pursuing 
it. It can do no goo<l-it must <lo harm. Our correspondent appears to labor 
under some tlc,;rce of misi!pprehension as to_ what constitutes membership in 
the Temprranrc cause. \\ c tl11nk 11 consists 111 u hearty and practical co-ope­
ration "·itl1 1hr. frie11ds of Temperance to supprr.ss the practice of drinking, by 
enli,htenin~ the public min<l in e,·ery possible way us to the real tendency of 
ardent ~pirits, and in e\'ery way to discuuntenance intemperance by their prnc­
tice. l\ow we cannot sc<! that a pled~c is essential to the constitution of mem­
bership iu sueh a S•>ciety. The best p!e<l~e is hearty practical labor in the 
cause-principle is tl1e 01ily ple<lc:e that will effectually bin<l a man: where this 
is ab;enl all the pleJges in the universe will not effect the object we so ardently 
desire. Lei all those who are favorablc to Temperance but unite lo preach and 
distribnlf' tracts on the s11bject, nnd l'xhort men both by precept and example­
let them <lo thi,, and not quarrel an<l <lisp•lle about pled;,:es or as to Ll1e extent 
to which each man's conscience will allow him to go in this maller-ancl they 
will, they must 1:tfel:t a great and permanent change in the opinion of society 011 

the subject of ardent spirits a"tl the use of all stimulating clri11ks. We offer 
ll1ese remarks iu the spirit of Christian lo,·e, and trust they will be rea<l in the 
same temper, for we are anxious, and we do hope, notwithstanding the unfavora­
ble prophecy of our correspondent in reference Lo the Calculla Society, that the 
rationality of its principles will tentl to unite all antl rescue a f:"Ootl cause from 
much reproach. \\'e are anxious that the causP. of Temperance in Calcutla 
shoulll not be disfh!;ured by the intemperance which has but loo unhappily dis­
tinl(ui~het.l it in other places. Let al I but determine Lo rally round a g-ospel, 
crnn)(elic standard, and we shall soon fiml differences healed, scoffing cease and 
union the bontl of slreugth and thP. harbinger of success complete, 

VIII.-T!te Cooly Trade. 

\Ve have promised to watch the operations of this traffic, and in 
accordance with that promise we proceed to notice the last report of 
the examination of returned coolies by the Chief Magistrate. The 
batch comisted of 4-1 coolies. The average of earnings brought back 
by them is much as in our former estimate, and their account of 
their treatment much the same. The examinations were taken be­
fore the Chief :\lagistrate, and on his opinion of the evidence we 
apprehend is to be decided the propriety or impropriety of ex­
porting coolies to the slave colonies. \Ve mean no personal disre­
spect to the Chief l\Jagistrate in this, but he and all must know how 
little dependence is to be placed on the testimony of a Nati\·c if he 
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have it in mind that he has to please his superiors, or the hara sahib, 
and yet with this disposition to cringe the present evidence is not 
in favor of the trade. ,v e again submit to the consideration of Govern­
ment whether such evidence, taken under the immedi<1te auspices of 
one of their own servants, ought, except in a limited degree, to 
influence them in legislating themselves, or recommending others to 
legislate, on the suhjrct. But we shall endeavour tu discuss the Chief 
Magistrate's mo~t extraordinary inferences from, and propositions 
arising out of, the last examinations. Tl1e Chief Magistrate states :-

" 2. The bulk of' these persons are Dhirn~ars, an<l the statements made by 
them all, ure cakulute<l to shew thut there is linle uw for prohibitions uguinst 
persons or this class being alhiwe<l to better their lot by emigration." 

This proposition hcgs the whole question in dispute, viz., that the 
condition of the Cooly is bettered by li'is exportation, and certainly 
goes further than the Supreme Government will we suspect be inclin­
ed to go. They will, e\'en if they see fit to sanction the trade, not 
think that there is little 11se for prohibitions or stringent regulations. 
\Ve have shown in a former paper that the Cooly is not benefitted by 
his exportation. The average amount uf savings even of those who 
have saved, is but about 12 aunas per mensem. All state that they 
have l,een subject to beat;ng. and many that their wages have been 
stopped when they were sick ; that they have no accounts ren­
dered them of their monies ; and while they say they have no com-
11laints that they are not disposed to return. They are separated 
from their wives and families, who it would appear from this report, 
are left to the tender mercies of their friends pending the return of 
their husbands. About 500, out of some thousands, ha,·e returned. 
Are the remaining thousands of deserted families beuefitted by this 
arrangement? Are the families on whom they are thrown for sup­
port benefitted? Is it a course of proceeding calculated to improve 
the moral state of these people to leave a host of unprovided-for 
females dependent on the charity of brothers and fathers, who if the 
report of their poverty be correct (and it is one of the chief argu­
ments for the trade) have little enough on which to sustain them­
selves, much less to keep the wives and families of their sons and 
brothers who are lahoring in a distant land and from whom they re­
ceive no communications or even promise of support. It would afford 
us satisfaction to be favored with the amount of remittances made by 
the thousands which remain at Mauritius and Bourbon, who, accord­
ing to the testimony of the Courier, are but too contented to remain. 
Can that be a system to be advocated by Christian men which could 
render men contented to remain at Mauritius while their wives 
and offspring are, for aught they know, perishing or dependent upon 
the frail bounty of the poor Dhangars? We opine not. So much for 
the bettered condition of the Natives, 

The nL·xt point refered to by the Chief Magistrate is as follows:-

" 3. It has been stated that the desertion of families is a serious evil incident 
to the practice of emigration. l\Iy examination was <lirecte<l to e"ery in<li,·i­
dual's circumstances un<li,r that hea<l. It will be sien in Nos. 5, I I, 12, 16, 
17, 18, 28, 35, and 48, that his wife nnd family accompauie<l the emigrunt, 
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and were aiding in rnakine: monPy-the purpo~e for which they went-and that 
in Nos. 21, 33, 34, 37, 39, 40, 45, 46, and 47, where the family wus left be­
hind, the Cooly had perfect confidence tliat his relati\·es would provide for 
them. Each expected that the relati\·e would borrow money on acco1111t of the 
absent husband or father-to repay such loan they seemed to think their 
bounden duty." 

We know not what practice may obtain amongst Dhangars in this 
matter, but we strongly suspect there is no law which would warrant a 
man proceeding to the :Mauritius and leaving his wife and children to 
the protection of brothers and fathers, or that " God should care for 
them ;" and we are still further inclined to think that it will require 
much more foresight than we are possessed of with the evidence 
before us, to arrive at the same conclusion with :.\fr. Mcfarlan on this 
point. A few women accompanied their husbands and have returned. 
Remember the thousands who have been kidnapped, and ask, is this 
fair evidence 011 which to legislate ?-We think not. Mr. McFarlan 
thinks that the expressions of the men are indicative of satisfaction and 
of a disposition on their part to support their wives and families in their 
absence. \Ve shall simply quote the very words of the men, and leave 
every unprejudiced mind to decide this point. \Ve take the cases 
especially referred to by Mr. M.-No. 5, says, that he had a wife and 
one child, they went with him : that he had been absent five years and 
all laboring, and yet they saved but 240 rupees-he says, " / cannot 
say that I wilt go back! !" No ? not after obtaining 240 rupees ?-No. 
11 had a wife and four children. The whole family saved 294 rupees 
in five years-does not state whethei· he will return. No. 12 says he was 
twice slapped with a cane when he would not work-he saved money­
does not know whether he will return. This is a fair specimen of the 
married parties. How great the ad\·antages ? Why did they not 
remain, and why will they not positively return to such an Elysium? 
We are told that the parties trusted that their families would he supported. 
Let us hear. No. 2 says, "I nave spent my money at J}fauritius. I had 
a wife and three children at Solahdana-my wife'sfatltel' and mother will 
take care of her." This cooly had perfect confidence that his relatives 
would provide for them, he had spent all his money at the Mauri­
tius, and yet he deemed it his bounden duty to repay the loan 
for their support!!! !-How monstrous. No. 4 says,'' I left my 
mother, wife and children at Patna-I have not sent them any mo­
ney-my hrotlie1· will support them. I ran away from Patna-my 
brother will sui-ely !taue supplied them." This is in all truth cool 
enough.-A man runs away-leaves his aged mother, wife and chil­
dren for five years-brings back a few rupees and says, surely his bro­
ther will have supported them. If so, he must be a better brother 
than No. 4 is either a husband or a son. No. 7 says, "I have a wife 
and three children-God will have cared for them." He sent them 40 
rupees previously to his departure. No. 10 says, he left behind him a 
wife and two sons-there was no danger of their being starved-but we 
are not told why there was no danger. This man brings back 300 rupees 
-he is one of the most favored. Supposing his family to have cost 
three Rs. per mensem he will have saved in five years but I 30; but he 
does not know whether God or his brother or who has cared for them, 
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but there was no danger of their being starved ! No. 13 left a wife, he 
sent previously to his departure 18 Rs. ! !-nothing since. No ac­
count given of who will care for her. No. 21 had a wife and nine 
children-he sent them 18 Rs. before his departure-nothing since 
-" the :Mahajans would advance rice and stuff;" indeed! they then 
must be very different :\'lah{1jans to any we have met with-he had a 
brother who would care for his wife and nine children. N os. 22 and 
23, both left wives under age-another source of misery and crime. 
No. 30, had a wife and child-his father and mother would care for 
them. No. 37, had u wife and family; his mother would care for 
them. No. 39, had a wife,-she may have left him-if not he will 
pay. How satisfactory. No. 44, is a happy man-he has a young 
wife and no complaints. 

We leave our readers to judge whether these men could have per­
fect confidence that their families would be supported, 'Ne have not 
found one expression of concern expressed by any of them on the sub­
ject. Each expected that the relative, &c. So may we expect to sit 
in the council of India. The 4th proposition is as follows :-

4. "The habits of the Sepoy caste, the Bearer caste and many others, are in 
strict analogy with this-the latter take service in Calcutta and the Lower Pro­
vinces, and return to their homes after several, sometimes 5 years' absence, and 
no one ever thinks of preventing their taking such service for fear of the injury 
they might do their families by deserting them. No. 47 of these emigrants 
very justly said, 'was it not on my own family's account that I went to Mau­
ritius' ?'' 

The comparison is not equal,-this is all the difference, and a 
great difference; in India the man is still iu his own country, he can 
through his own connections transmit his earnings; he may come 
,vhen he pleases-he is bound to none-he can find his way to his 
home by his own unaided powers. In the Cooly case he is carried 
beyond the sea-kept for five years-cannot at least has not sent any 
remittance. The one is the act of a free man in a free country, his 
own-the other, the constrained kidnapped condition of a semi-slave. 
No. 5 of the Chief Magistrate's propositions is to the following effect. 

5. "It would be easy to arrange in future f'migration that a part of the 
Cooly's earnings ,hould be sent to Bengal from time to time, through a cor­
responding House of Agency.'' 

This is the only relief to the mind in the whole report, for it holds 
out a faint prospect to the thousands of families who are left "to the 
care of God" and their brothers of obtaining at least some small por­
tion of the immense savings of those who are too well off according 
to the Courier, to return for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
Mahajans have advanced rice and stuff or not. We doubt however 
the practicability of this, the most humane of all the Chief Magistrate's 
recommendations. \Vhat house will undertake to transmit to the 
Dhangar country the scanty savings of these poor fellows? And if they 
should he so attentive to the interests of those whom they have desig­
nated the half-man half-monkey race, will they vouch for the reception 
of the monies by the needy parties ? Who will be their agents ? The 
duffadars, the Dhangar-hunters or native sircars? Will the wives and 
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children obtain the earnings or their husbands and fathers ? We opine 
not ; for if the sirkars cheated the men in Calcutta of their very blan­
kets and Iotas, how much more easily, and with how much greater 
impunity would they cheat and delude the still more helpless families 
of these far-away men. It is a curious fact that not one of these 44 
who appear to have afforded such ellpecial satisfaction in their examina­
tion expressed themselves as positively disposed to return. The vast 
majority explicitly refused-some did not know-none, no not one, 
said yes-not even the returned wily kidnapper (sirkar as he is polite• 
ly called) himself. We believe all the recommendations in this and 
former reports are the offspring of a humane mind, but if they are to 
be acted upon, e,·en on the testimony adduced, they must and will inflict 
irreparable injury on the unhappy people of India. 

Our sincere hope is that this question will not be discussed or 
legislated upon iu a party spirit, however powerful that party may be. 
It is too serious a matter to be interfered with either by the ties of 
private friendship, political influence or commercial aggrandizement. 
It is a matter we believe affecting the best interests of millions of the 
people of this continent, and as such it shall ever find in us a constant 
but we trust an upright and fair opponent. Establish the Cooly trade 
and you revive the Slave trade. 

The real question is not the bettering of the condition of the peo­
ple-nay, it should be put thus. T/1e interests of the decaying former 
slave colonies of Britain versus the freedom of the poor and already too 
much oppressed ryots of India. 

CHRISTIAN ASPIRATIONS. 
( For the Calcutta Chi-istian Observer.) 

Ask'st thou why, the WOl'ld despising, 
Unsatisfied with joye tenene, 

The Christian soul delights in 1·ising 
To the world of bliss unseen? 

'Tis not that earth affords no pleasu!'es 
Which he can taste with pure delight; 

It is that bl'ighter fal', the treasures 
Kuown to Faith but not to Sight. 

'Tis not that there are none around him 
Whom his soul delights to lo,·e; 

It is that strong-er ties have bound him 
To the Holy One abot"e. 

'Tis not that he would bear no longer 
The toil that is man's portion here ; 

'Tis that he l, ngs with powers far stronger, 
To labour in a higher sphe1·e. 

'Tis not that here, in darkness shrouded, 
He fails the hand of God to trace; 

'Tis that he longs, with eye unclouded, 
To l'i"w his Maker face to face. 

J. G. S. 
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ftliodtanary nnlY l\tligtaud 3Enttlligttttt, 

1.-l\hsSIONARY A:-i"J) F.ccI,F.SI.\STICAI, ;\lo\'lmF.:STS. 
\l'C' ha,·e pleasure in anno11nl'.i11g tliat it is the intention of the Di1·ec­

tors of the l,011tlo11 ?.li,sionarr f-o<'ietv to stren~then their .!\li~sion,; at 
Jl,·n:irp,; an1I .\lirzapore hy the· a<ldilio1i of t,rn labourers to each station. 
)fr,. PatHson, the wife of the Rev. J. Patcrsoa of Ilerhampore has 
nni,·ed on tl,e Viscount Jlfrlbom·ne, (after an absence of only sixteen 
months.) in improred health. ,\fr. and ;\Jrs. P. hare left for Berhamporc. 

2.-GonmNOR GENERAL's l\h:-.uTE. 

ll'e have made i-oom for part of the Go\·emo1· General's l\Iinute on 
Education, aml have done this as it marks an epoch in the l,istory of 
eduration in this land. Hence we luwe deeme<l it worll,y of a place 
in the ()/,.<er1·e1·. Its length prevents our g·il'ing the whole 01· offering 
anv comments this month, but we shall do so in the next issue. In 
the mean time we entreat the careful perusal of it liy our readers, and 
shall be happy to hea1· from any of them on the suhject-a subject in­
,·olving the educational interests of one hundred millions of souls. 

3.-V ERN ACULAR SCRIPTURES. 

ll'e are happy in announcing that the Calcutta Bible Society have 
made arrangements for obtaining the complete Bible in Hindustani. 
The Old Testament will he brought out under the superintenilance of 
the London i\Jissionary Society's l\lissionaries at Benares. The Neiv 
Testament is also in progress by the brethren of different denominations 
at Benares. \Ve trust the great Head of the Chmch will sp:,re his ser­
,·a11ts to complete this important work. A specimen of the Uible in 
Persic Hehrew charncter, as read by the Jews in Persia, has Leen for­
wanled to the Bible Society. \\' e sincerely trust the committee of that 
Society will be enabled to a1lopt it, for it is a version in extensive requi­
sition by the" lost sheep of the house of Israel." A specimen of a trans­
lation also of the Uokhara dialect has heen sent to the Society. The Oriya 
Ilihle is no1v in course of translation for the So~iety. Small portions of 
the llirulustani Scriptures in Persic characte1· are being Jithographetl 
by the Biule Society. It is proposed to print the whole Ilin,lustani Uihla 
in Arahic charncter, as well as the smaller portions in the Persian litho­
graphed form. A small edition of the Hindustan\ Bi hie in lloman ch.i­
racter i, just put to press. The frieruls of the Bible Society will gathe1· 
from these items of intelligence that it is not idle, and that it demands 
the prompt and liberal aid of the friends of Christ. 

'I he lhptist ;\lissionaries in Calcutta have just issued the Pentateuch 
in Bengali. It is an earnest of the whole Bible in that language as in 
course of translation by them. The typography is beautifully executed, 
and th~ compactness of the Yolume a strong recommendation. Of the 
lite1·ary merits of the work we need not speak; the character of D1·. 
Yates is a sufficient guarantee for its fidelity. 

4.-BnIEF REPORT OF TnE LADIES' BAPTIST l\I1ss10NARY SocIETY, FOR 184,0. 

This Society, which is a Branch of the Calcutta Baptist l\lissionary 
Society, was first formed in 1S2i, and for several years s11pp<•1·tecl i\Jis­
sionary operations at Chitpur, both in education and the preaching of 
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the Gospel to the heathen multitmles. At the heginninA" of IA37, open1-
tions at Chitpur were reluctantly µ.frt•n up. as the great unhcalthiuess of 
the station rende1·ed it impossihll' for the l\lissionnry any louger to resi1le 
there. After Chitpm· was relinquished this Committee gare its aid to 
the Calcutta Baptist Mi,sion;1ry Society in its general operations. As, 
however, the llev. Mr. Elli,, who was formerly at Chitpur, in clrnrl{e 
of the prnspcrous Seminary of this SociPty for the education of Hindu 
youth throu!{h the medium of the English languHge, suhsequently re­
mo,·ed lo Bntally, in the immediate neighbourhood of t;alcutta, an 
Institution for the s;ome ohject was commrnccd there in Fehruary, JBJO, 
called the En/ally 1Vlltive I11stttulion. The henernlenre of a frie11d in 
England has supplied the mean~ of e1·ecti11g large and co111modiou~ 
school-premises, a11tl there are now (Fehrnary IHJI, one year from 
its establish111ent) more than hu11dred youths on the 1·egisL,•r of the 
school. From the r:q,id i ncrt>a~e of boys, and the increase,! efficiency 
of its management from the anirnl of the llev. lt. Sniall, 11 l,o is associa­
ted with i\lr. Elli,, and it will prouably soon increase to double that 
numher. 

The education imparted is decide(lly Christian, through the medium 
of Eugli,h, while close attention is given to their progress in the 
Bengali langu;ige, without which they must evidently he ill-fitted to 
communicate the knowledge acquired to the mms of the people, who 
never can obtain auv thing· heyo11cl a vernacular education. This will 
he seen by looking over a iist of the books at pres~nt in use in the dif­
ferent classes. 

Pii-st Class :-The Oltl and New Testament Scriptures; Companion to 
the llihle; II ahlanc's Evidence of Di vine He,·elation; l\J ii ton's Po1raclise 
I,ost; Gohl,mith's Geography; History of England ; l\kCulloch's Eng­
lish Grammar ; Clift's Political Economy ; Scieutific Class Book ; Sim­
son's 1'~uclid; Bridge'c; ,\lg·ebra, with ,\rithmetic, and En_glish t;ornpo,i­
tion. /11 Be11yM1 :-Brajakissore's Bengali Grammar; Proverbs of So­
lomon and Bengali Composition. 

Seco11d Class: -i:\ ew Testament; Companion to the Bible ; Lennie's 
Gramma1·; History of Rome; History of India; Clift's Geogrnphy; 
Outlines of i\Jeehauics; Geometry and Arithmetic. In Be11gdli :-ilook 
of Genesis and Keith's Bengali Grammar. 

Third Class :-New Testament; llistory of Beniral; Outlines of Anci. 
ent History; Clift"s <,eo~raphy; Le1111ie's Grammar; Arith111etic and 
Dictation. In Bc119!,ti :-Gospels, aml Keith's lle11geli Grammar. 

Fourth Clas.y :-·• hird English Instructor; Outlines of Ancient His­
to1'Y; Lennie's English Grnmmar; Clift"s Geography; Arithmetic and 
Dictation. In Ben1<iili :-Parables of Christ. 

Fifth Class:-'l'l;inl English Justructor; Elements of Grnmmar; 
Clift's Geography ; Arithmetic and Dictation. 

Sixth Class :-Scco11d Instructor; .Elements of Grammar, and Arith-
metic. 

Seventh Class:-First Instructor, and Arithmetic, 
Eighth Class :-English Alphabet, 
The Committee feel that it is not now necessary to commend such In­

stitutions as a very powerful means of enlightening the mass of the peo­
ple, as well as of hccominµ.- the means of uulividual con\'ersion from the 
errors nntl abominations of heathenism to the trnth and senice of the 
eve1· blessed God. 

In conclusion the Committee wonld observe that this Institution is 
almost wholly dependant on local supJJort; its monthly expences 
amount to about one hunch·ed and sixty rupees, and a debt has recently 
accumulated, to the extent of se\'ernl hundred rupees. For the means 
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of discharging thi~ clairn an1l maintaining the Institution in a state of 
efficiency tlie Committee appeal to the li he1·ality of the community. 
Thev concei l'e the I 11stil11tion has stl'on:,: claims for pecunia1·y support 
on ail who seek the increase of knoll'lcdl!c, trnth and righteousness, 
;111d especiall_v " the trnth as it is in Jesus;" a111I while they pre~ent 
tl,eir warn11•st :ickno" ledg·ments for the liberal suppo1·t hithe1·to 
1·e11liHed, tloey earnestly solicit their co11ti1111ed patronage. The object 
sought to he promoted is one ll'hich mn~t comnwnd itself lo the heart of 
ioll who lu\'e the Sal'iour, ll'ho has testified that " it is more blessed to 
g·i ,·e than to receive." 

5.-PRIZE, TO NATIVE S-rUDESTS. 

Some time ago an ruh·ertisemeut ga\'e notice that four prizes of BO 
Rs. each would he given to as many nati\'e students belonl,!ing to tht> pu\J­
lic Sd10ols in Calcutta. Examinatio11s han! been held fo1· this purpose by 
the lion. l\fr. Amos a11d Ur. ,John Grant. ,ve ha1·e only heard of the 
deci,ion of the mathe111atical prize, which has been g-aineli L,y l\Jahendralal 
llm-ak, a Christian student in tloe General As,emhly's Institution. There 
,~ere eleren competitors, and ll'hile the exercises of i\Jahendra wern the 
ht>st, i\fr. ,\mos w.os so much please,( with all that he generou,ly gave Rs. 
\200 to be divi,led equally among the ten unsuccessful competitors. 

6.-Ajl(ERICAN ANNUAJ, RF.POrlTS. 

"'e have recei,·cil by one of the last arrh·als from the Unite1l States 
the Reports of the Te111perance Union, Bihle, Tract, llo111e :\fi,,sionary 
mul Seamen's Friend Socil'ties, tog-ethc1· with the Reports of 111ost of the 
Forei/!11 :\lis,ionary Societies. From these docume11ts ,re gather, that tl,e 
.American Church has iu some nwasure recorereil from that state of cfo­
pression which the mercantile failures had ir11l11ced fo1· the last few years. 
Still the operations of all the Societies appear to inrolvc an expenditure 
Le)'ond their reg-ular income; yet the co111mittees, with a zeal an1I faith 
worthy of the cause tl,ey sustain, are prepared not only to continue their 
11resent efforts, hut e,·en to enlarge them in some of the more important 
fit'lds of action. \\' e hoth ail rnire and commend this course. Let but ou1· 
Transatlantic friends and the executives of our oll'n ,\lissions but cease 
to make excitement the source of aid, -let tl,cm hut do the work of Go1l 
in his fear an,l tire spirit of Christ, and lie in whose liar11ls are the hearts 
of all men ll'ill ne,·er cause them to lack the means. The succe;;s detail­
ed in these ,·:01i1>11s reports is hi;,;hly cheeri11g; hy all and e1·ery means, Ly 
the preaclri11g- of the word, the distrihution of the llible all(l Tracts, the 
education of the young, and the a,lvance of temperance-by all these 
means souls have heen con\'erted, and God glorified, showing us that in 
whate\'er form divine truth is presented to the mi11d, under the hlessing 
of God it will prosper in the tiring unto which He has sent it. \\' e regret 
that our limited space will not allow us to extract from the Reports no,v 
received. 

7.-1\-JAUL)IAIN BAPTIST l\hSSIONARY SocIETY. 

,ve have been fo,·ored with the third ,\nnual Report of tire .ll-Jaulmain 
R11ptist ,llissio11a1·,11 Societ_,,, from which we ha\'e giren such extracts as 
will furnish a detail of the operations of the Society. It is with pleasure 
we make room for the extrncts. The i\Jaulmain i\Jissionary Society is one 
of the first to set the laudahle example of raising funds from the Native 
Christian community for the support of their Catechists. On this account 
we co11gratulatc 0111· esteemed brethren : but the success which has nccom-

2 K 2 



244 .Missionary and Religious Intelligence. [APRIL, 

panied their labours amongst the l(arens is indeed matter for praise and 
encouragement. Not only arc the conrerts numerous alllongst these in­
teresting people, hut they are stahle and pro/!'ressi1•e iii their attainlllents 
an,l practice. The Society has emvloye,\ lil'c Native ~lissionaries and ha,\ 
its funds been equal to its nwans of doing g-ood it mi~ht have employe,\ 
morn labom·ers: a field it has but 11ot the means for occupying that liPl,1. 

The Anniversary of the Society \\'as heh\ at i\la11l111ain, 30th Julv, 
l!HO. The folloll'ing fril'nds are the office-Le"rers. C/111irn111n, He\'. S. 711. 
O,g-oml. Secrelar!J, :\Ii-. S II. i\fcKai,!!'ue. Tre1m11·er, i\Ir. Il. lJ. 
Tisb11ry. CammilleP-, ltev. H. lloward, Rev. J. II. Vinton, Rev.KA. 
Stevens, and Rev. T. Simons. 

\\' e leave the extracts to "peak for themselves ancl ll'Oulcl merely acl,l 
ou1· si11cere and hearty pn,yer that the Lord ll'Ould aliuudautly bless ou1· 
devoted brethren in all thei1· doin~s. 

" Nor is it enough to know that we hal'e g-ircn onr intl11enre, 0111· 
money, or our services, to ai,l in l,uilding up the kini!'<lom of God; the 
1110/ire with ll'hich th,•y are giren, also, ,leman,ls our considerntion. 
The \\'OHi of Go,! ,loe;; not :.llow that assumption which some indulge, 
an1l "auntingly proclai111, ' my powc1· and the might of my haud hath 
irotten me this ll'ealth.' 1 t does, howel'er, recnµnise t 11e principle that 
God, as the Sovercig-n of the Unil'<'rse, bestows his blessings upo11 the 
jnst and the unjust, a11d requires not only an acknoll'ledgment of their 
dependence, but also a right use of the blessings he p;ives, a11d a disposi­
tion corresponding ll'ith the character of such depen,lence. The avostle 
Paul, on one occasion writing to the Corinthian church, ,ays, 'Every man 
according as he 1111rposeth in his heart, so let him give; not gru1lgi11gly 
or of necessity: for God loveth a che1n:/i,l giver.' If our motive be right, 
we shall gi,·e cheerfully, yea, rejoicingly. ls it not a pri,·ilege to l,e thus 
enµagr,1? Is tl,ere not an honur conferre,I on us hy tl,e condeseension 
of tio,l, in deigni11g to ,•licit our co.operation in a w,,rk so glorious? And 
this is not all; there is a reward-yes, <il'ar frieuds, a reward for him 
who laliors faithfully until death in building U);l the kinl?'dom of God. 
He who soweth bountifully, shall renp nlso hountifully. There is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth. The liheral soul shall be made fat: and 
lie that watereth shall be waterell also himself. ' \Vhosoever,' savs the 
Saviour, 'shall give to drink unto one of tl,cse little ones, a cup of cold 
water only, in the name of a disciple, verily, I say unto you, he shall in 
no wise lose bis remml.' 

"A l\lissionary Society in a heathen )anti, having couverted heathen 
regularly contributing to its funds, from their scanty rneaus, fo1· the 
spread of the gospel, has advantag·es 0l'Cr similar Societies forn1e,I in 
countries already christianiLed, an1I these should excite its members to 
rejoice more, and pray more, and exert th<"rnselves more. The l(aren 
Ch1·istians ha,·e paid iuto the treasury of the Society fur the year, through 
their pastor, the Hev. J. H. Vinton, 011c hundred and two rupees-an ex­
ample worthy of imitation." 

"The Society has e111ploye<l, during the past year, five native nssis-

;:r::s~ne(~ri
0

:;~~~li~•~~~n~1~:::1g the l'eguaus, three among the Karens, 

PEGUAN DEPAnTM~N~ 

"The Rev. :\Jr. II as well, unde1· whose direction the assi.;tant in this 
department has labored, thus writes-

" Ko Tau '.11'Ngay has been engag-ed during the year i11 preaching- the 
gospel and giving books; part of the time in Amherst, a11,l part of the 
time in other places. I thinl, him to be a worthy and faithful assistant: 
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my confidence in hin~ incl'eases t_he mo~·c I hl!come_ a_cq11ail_itc1l with him. 
I am unable to mention any particular rnstance~ ol Ins 11selul11ess, though 
I belierc he is doing good." 

PGIIO HAREN DEPARTMES'f. 

"The assistant in this department has labored i11 vill:iges at the foot 
of the Zuagahen mountains. He is under the directiu11 of the Hev. l\Ji-. 
Stevens, who thus writes-

., Ku Awah has been employe1l the past ye:u·, much as tl1e preceding, 
preaching- in Don Yan a111I the dcinit1·, a111l occ,1siu11ally making excur­
sions into other parts of the jungle. Sometimes he has gone i11 1·ompany 
with other as,;istants onh•, a111l once with the late lame11tt'd '.\liss ;\Jacum­
her. In the last mentioned exc1ll'!,ion he went up the Chu.a.yah ri"er, 
into a region rep1·esente1l to be exceedingly unhealthy. There the peo­
ple were ready to hear the go~pel, listened with attention, a111l 111a11y 
.iclrno" ledge,! the trnth of C111·istianity, and its claim~ 011 their ohedie11ce. 
Thev ma11ifested also a de"ree of knowledg-e, whicl, evince1l that they 
had iwt furgetton the i11stru-~tions, nol' lost the impres,ious oftrnth which 
they receive,! the year before. Yet their undl•rst.-,n,li11/.\·s only were con­
,·inceil, theil' hearts still needed to be changed hy the almig·hty power of 
the S11irit of liu1l. It wa,; in this reg-inn, and on this exc111·sion, that 
l\liss l\lacumbe1· imbibed the see1ls of that disease which eventuated i11 
her death, and s111ldc11ly depri,·e<l the liarens of one ll"ho prayed much, 
aud in labors, 'did what she could,' for their tempor"l a111l spiritunl ll"el­
fare. At this time also, I(o A ll"ah took the same fenr of ll"hich l\Ii,s 
l\1acamber <lied, a111l has been so enfeebled bv it, that fur the last three 
mouths he has not heen able to resume his ac·customecl lahors in pri>ach­
ing. lie has, howe1·er, in his house and elsell"here, as opportunity offered, 
still been endcavoring· to win his fell()w-men to Christ. 

"111 the villag·e of Von Yan, opposition has manifestly declined cludng 
tlie year, but the people are still in bon,lage to their sins, and need the 
earnest prayers of the children of God. 

"It will doubtless be interrsting to the Society to learn, that since 
their last meeting a year a;o, K·> Awah has hecn si>t apart to the 1,/fice 
of drncu11 in the church of which he i~ a mcmher. 11 e is a good mau, and 
is confidently recummcn<letl to the conti11uetl patrona,,e of the Suciety." 

SG,\U l{AllES DFl'AnT,m:<T. 

" In this department two assistants li:11·e been employed under the di­
rection of the Hev. i\lr. Vinton. He l'eports conctrning them as follows-

" Ko Panlah continued at the station where he was laboring at the 
time of the last a1111i1·ersary of the Society, till near the close of the 
rains. Ilis wife being dan~erously ill, he was oblig-e1l to come clown to 
this place for medical aid. On the 1·eco1·cry of his wife, he did not l'etu1·n 
tu his oltl place, as report saicl the villag·e was about to be broken up. A 
numbe.- of the inhal,itants have expressed themsell'e, determined to set­
tle at the different Christian dllag·es, and become Christians. 

"During th'.! dry season he was employe,1 in rnal<ing va1·ious excursions 
in the l'icinity of Chetthingdlle and Ne,n-ille. lie is now at the latte1· 
place, enga;1;e1l in teaching and preaching. llis labors there hn1·e been 
l1lesse1l to the conversion of a number of individuals. One man of consi-
1lerable inlluence has recently been haptized, and a number of others are 
:ipparently all out l'eadr to own Christ publicly. 

"Ko l'anlah is wholly devoted to his WOl'k. He appears to have hut 
one object of pursuit-the salvation of his fellow.countrymen, and like 
all others who <lernte the1nselves to the attainment of a single ol,ject, is 
uncommonly successful. 

"Tah-oo, during the last dry season, spent his time mainly among the 
Shan Karens. His labors with them have been blessed to the salvation 
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of a numl,er of souls. None have as yt>t heen lmptized, though n num­
lier, on l,is return, accompanied him, to setlle with the Christians, and 
I,a,·e made a prnfession of their faith iu Christ. Eight 01· ten more av­
pear firmly resoll'ed lo follow thc same example, should their go,·ernme11t 
a,~ume so hostile an attitu,lt• as to re111lcr it unsafe fo1· them to he liap­
tized i11 their own ,·illag·e. He is now teachi11g school and 111·eachiug· at 
llootah ." 

BOUMAN DEPARTMENT. 
"01Ving to the low stale of the treasury onli• 011c assistant has heen 

employe<I in this <IP pa rt111ent fo1· the past year by the Society. Concern­
ing his labor,i, the llev. i\fr. Sternns repo1·ts-

,, Dnrini the last y1•ar ;\loung Shll'ay (.;0011 has not spent mo1·e than 
one-tl,ird of his tin,e in preachi11g. J II December last he ,va, taken:as an 
assistant into the Burman Theological School, which is at present locate,! 
in thi, place. The ohjecl of this school is to prepare 11atirn preachers 
an<l school teachl'l's li,r ~realer t•fficiency in their dforts to cou,·ert thei1· 
lieatheu co1111trymen to l;od. For this purpose it is consi<lere<l of the 
lirst conseq11,•11ce that the students be le<l to a proper u11<lerstandi11;.;­
of the wont of Uu,I, which, with the dil'iue blessing, is the only effectual 
means of turning men from darlrness to light, anti from the power of 
Satan unto (iud. For it is the 'sword of the spirit,' and the 'power of 
(iod unto salvation.' Accordingly, si11ce liein11,· taken into the Semin;1ry, 
.l\loun~ Shway Goon lras hc·en occupied cldetl1· in studying the scriptures, 
both for his own benefit, arul with the view of heiug- ulti111ately employed 
to assist in teaching-. In a1l<lition t" his own st11tlies, he has been en­
gage1I in 111·t•pari11g for the use of suhse,pwut classes in the Se111inary, a 
copy of the leelul'f•s aud inlt•rpretations of the script11res, which ha,,e 
been gil'ell orally hr th1• iustrnctor. This ll'ork is considerc1I ot· the more 
importance, iuasmncl, as there has not hitherto heen pri11te1l in the Bur­
man language any thi11g in the shape of commentary, or any helps to the 
u11derslantling of the script11res. It is hoped, therefore, that his present 
labors in this dcpai·tment, in addition to furnishiug his owu miud with 
increased knowledgP, and qualifying him for greate1· usefuless, will also 
result in rendering important aid to the infant cause of Christ in this 
benighted country. 

"Since his connexion with tl,e Seminary, .i\Ioung Shway Goon has also 
been on occasional excnrsio11s into the jungle, and occasionally also at­
tended Heni11g- met>tinc\s in different parts of the town. lie is diligent 
and faithful in the discharge of the duties assigned him, awl is confident­
ly recomme111le1I to the cnutinur<i patrona~·e of the Society." 

" At the last anuirersary of the Society the state of the treasury heing 
embarrassed, it was resol\'e1l to dismiss one of the assistants employed in 
the Burman depart111e11t. Jt will he seen by the Trl'asure1··s Report fo1· 
the past year, that there is a balance in fa,·or of the S:iciety sufficient to 
justify the Committee in employiug au additional Karen as,istant, as the 
salary paid to a Karen is little more than half of 1\hat is necessary for a 
Burman. Th,\ l'ommitte<>, trnsting· that the same interest which the 
friends of the Society hal'e taken in its welfare, will be continued, have 
employed li:o Chettl;ing, a man of ag-c and experience, and much devoted 
to the wo1·k of doin6 good among his countrymen.'' 

fi.-PliSIWISM. 

This new scourge of the church i,, we regret to learn, on the inc1·ease 
in the Episcopal church of I udia. l'useyism is nothing more nor less than 
Popery in disguise in its most dangerous form. Jt substitutes flll', or puts 
on an equi1li1y with, tire scriptures-the Fathe1·s-baJllismal for spiritual 
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reg-eneration-jnstificat.ion Ly works for justifieation Ly faith, and in direct 
contra,liction to the sni11tun•s it teaches that the fundamt'ntal doctrine of 
the 1ros11el, the hle~sed atonement, ought to he taught with rese1·ve. It 
substitutes ce,·ernonies for spirituality, and will-worship for trne scriptural 
1lerotion. It pleads fo1· the dim light-the stoled boys-the clay light 
tapers-priestly dominion and laical subjection of the worst 1lays of Po-
1w1·y; and more-it says that the body of the church (its section) speaks 
with tl1c :iuthority which the apostles possessed-that is, thl'y speak the 
mind of Goel. l'opery certainly never went further-it could not exceed 
this, mul this in the cl,urch of the lldormers ! Alas! alas! how is the fine 
gold become dim! We <lo trust m1cl hope that the faithful in Christ Jesus 
will not lie tl,•,·,•il'ecl by this new form of l'ope1·y,and that the love of Christ 
:i1ul his gospel will prevail over e,·ery attacbment to sectional peculi­
o1rities, howeve1· dear these peculiarities may he. ,v e trust that the re­
ports of any leaning to this decepti1·e heresy in those who are counted 
faithful l,a,·e no foundation in trnth, and we sincerely hope we shall hem· 
of no mo_re_ s11ch t(iings as th~ suppression of prayer-meetings-spealcing 
of the mm asters ol othp1• secllons of the church as no ministers, 01· of the 
iuvaliclity of th~il' offices. 

9.-TAvov BAPTIST i\hssIONAnv SocIETV. 

A manuscript copy of the Tavoy Baptist Missionary Society's Report 
has been obligingly fonrnrde,l us. Its length prevents 0111· publishing 
the whole in the Observe,·. ,v e have therefore, after selecting an extract 
or two, handed it 01·e1· to the Eclitors of the Herald, who have undertaken 
to g-ive it entire in that periodical. From the Report we gathe1· that the 
receipts for the past ye:11· had been Rs. 511-5-4, ancl the disbursements 
Rs. <Hl-8-0, The following extr;icts will give 0111· readers an idea of 
,vhat om· good friends are doing in 'J'avoy and its neighhourhood. 

" At this station your Society has supported a l(aren preacher for seven 
months during the last year, who besides preaching and instrncting a 
numher of interesting- inq11ire1·s has also taught a small school. The dis­
ciples speak well of his labours and wish to have him again among them. 
Some of the disciples from this station having removecl to the heacl waters 
of the Tavoy river, and exp1·essing a wish to hal'e a school in their nelV 
villag·e, a young man from our Karen school was ,ent and supported 
there fo1· five months during the last rains. lie also conducted worship 
on the sabliath and every evening in the week, and appears to have clone 
very well. At the clo~e of last rains ;\Ji,, and i\frs. Wade visited this new 
village, and found the disciples doing well and greatly rejoicing to see 
their teacher. Hearing of :'lfr. Wacle's anival, they hastened to meet 
liim at the new village, so that he had the plesure of seeing the whole 
church, twenty in numlie1·, assembled, with the exception of one old 
woman who was not able to take the journey acro~s the jungles. The 
schools were examined, and the pupils who had before learned to read, 
appeared to ha1·e made tolerable proficiency in their studies, while ten 
new ones had learned to read quite fluently. Quite a number of inquir­
ers assrmhled with the disciple~, seven of whom were examined liei"ore 
the church and baptizecl, making the present number twenty-nine, all in 
good stancli11g. Since Mr. \\';icle's visit all the disciples from Ya have 
removed to the new ,·illage, while a part of the inhabitants of the new 
village have remo1·ed further down the river, where they all intend final­
ly to settle. On account of this unsettled state of the Ya Karen Chris­
tians and the clifficulty of obtaining rice, it has been thought liest not to 
seud a preacher tu resitle among them during the present season." 
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T,m11g Byouk. 
"One of the :.\lis,io1iaries who ,·isited tl,is place last ~eason writes: 

'711 r \'i,it he.-e is as interesting to me as visitin~ a little church from 
wlu;m 011e has been long- separaied would J.e at hume. The people mani. 
fe,t their affection in e1·ery po;sihle 111anne1·, and the neig-hhouring inha. 
hitants crowd to hear the word of God, and claim a recoguization from 
thC' teacher.' Fire persons were admittl'd to haptism, and four othe1· 
applicants ,leferre,l. i\lany others were fo1111,I in the settlement, who 
l!a,·e more or Jes, evitlence of being conduced of the truth of Chris­
tianity. 

"One ol<l man suffering from lt>prosy prays constant!)· to God and pro­
fes,es to helie1·e in Christ. Another, tl,e wife of a former h~adman, has 
J.c,•n !,eaten l,r her hushan,1 for her attachment to Christian,t\'. She 
obsen·ed in his preseuee, ' It is weari,ome work serving Sat."rn, and 
I helie"e in the Loni Jesus Christ with all Ill\' heart, !Jut m1• lrn,lmnd's 
heart does not ;.:o with me, aml t1·hat can I .i;, ?' Her marrie,l son said, 
' [ think 1 helieve,' and her son.in.law, 'I am not perfectly deeide1l 
whether to hecome a Christian or not.' The old man expressed his de­
termine,! rejection of Christianity in 110 measn red terms, yet was disposed 
to be cil'il, and in the e1·eoing after our dsit came over to the house 
\fhere we passed the nLht, to attend worship. Jn another f:imily a woman 
professed to nppro,·e of Christianity, hut saicl, I cannot overcome my el'il 
disposition, and if I try to pray, when the nii;-ht comes on, I am o,·er­
come with sleep. On passing- one 111,use in the neighbourhood, we saw 
a still at work, hut one of its inhabitants, whom we found in the field, 
JH'Ofe,sed to beliel'e and expressed his de ire to break off from his sins, 
urul said he was fully determined to do so, after conversing with his 
friends once more, whether they would consent 01· not. T,ro young· mar. 
1·ied men who hiH'e attended most of the meetin?;S sa,·, ' \\' e belie,·e, but 
our conduct will not allow us to uecome Christians this year.' A Pgho 
man from a house a few mile~ distant attended se\·eral of the religious 
sl.'rdces and made many sensible and pe1·tinent inquiries, !Jut says 

0

he is 
considerinir. The assistant that was located here, had a small school 
of six pupils during the rnins." 

It alforcls us sincere µ-ratification to find the American brethren not 
only at ,lfou/m11i11 lmt at 1'auoy so 1liligent a111l aumulant in lauo1·. They 
stand ready to enter in and possess the land (Burmah) wheuever the Loni 
shall he pleased to gh•e them a wide door and effectual hy subduing the 
l1appy spirits who go1·em that Ian,! of cold-hearted idolatry. :\lay he 
speeclily hasten the time when 13urmah shall stretch forth hel' hands uuto 
God for the word of eternal life. 

10.-LONDUN 1\11ssIONARY SoCIETY. 
The Forty.sixth Annual lt,•po1·t of the London :\Jissionary Society has 

come to ha11d. The e.ociety appe111·s to hold on its way as in former years. 
The following is a syllauus of the Society's stations, agents, funds, presses, 
schools, &c. 

" General ,'\J.rmnull'!/· 
" In the sel'eral parts of the world connected 1Tith the Society's opPra. 

tions, there arn :ml stations ancl out.stations; 156 illi,sionarie~; 49 Eu. 
rupean, and 451 Xatil'I', A,~i,tants; making a total of 607 Ali,sion11rie~ 
aud A,sistants. L'ucler the care of these are 101 church,•s, with 9,996 com­
municants; an,l 764, ~chools, containing -1-1,752 scholars. 

" Tht're are )5 printiug establishments, whose operations are noticed in 
the rPports of the re•pccti\·e stations to n·hich they belong. 

'· Tl11/ Dirl'rtors pre<Pnt their grate fol acknol\'le<igments to the Comniit. 
tee of the British and Foreign Uible Society for the following grants:-
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3,000 c,,pies of the Tahitian Scriptures ; 1,,t.50 copies of St. Luke's Gospel 
and the Acts of the Apostles, in the Tahitian langunge; 200 l'eams of 
pape1·, to print the Olli Testament in thti lang11age of Uarotor1ga; 95 Bi­
bles, mu[ 170 Testaments, in rnrious la11gua1re,, hut chiefly in the English; 
and C-UlO towards meeting the expense of translating the New Testament 
and the Psalms into the Sitcbunrm language. 

"The Director, al,o g-ratefullr ackn011·lt>dgc the following grants from 
the Committct• of the lleli;!;ious Tract Sociell' :-

" Grants in money, ,t170, to hP appropri:ited chiefly at Sin~apol'e and 
Bata.-ia; 352 re,11H, of paper, for printing tracts and religious hooks, 
principally in the East. lrulies and Ultra Ganges; 4-1,000 puhlications 
for i\li-sions in the South Seas, Ultra Ganges, Iuilia, South Africa, and 
the l\' est Indies ; togethe1· with 2 l\lission Liliral'ies; amounting in all 
to £HG !Os. 

" Missionary Students. 
" The number of students at present pursuing a coul'se of pl'eparatory 

study, with a view to i.\Iissionary lahour, under the auspices of the Society, 
is TWENTY. 

"Fw11/s. 
" At the last Annual ?lleeting, the Directors wel'e affectionately urged 

hy their bl'ethren from the country to attempt during the yea1· the aug­
mentation of the Society's income to£ 100,000 per annum. This proposi­
tion was as warmly received as it was powerfully prnposed and aclvocated, 
and the united voice of the assemhly responded, " l t shall stand." The 
Directo1·s have employed all prncticahle means to carry into effect this no­
ble resolution, and, although they cannot report complete success, they are 
happy and thankful in heing ahle to state that the contributions for the 
yea1· ha,·e amounted to £91,119 1'2s, IOd., heing an increase on the in­
come of the year pl'ecetling, of £-:JS,629 2s. 5d. The expenditure has heen 
£&2,191 Os. •id." 

" \\'ith feeling8 of inexpressible pleasu1·e the Directors state that the 
amount of contrillutions receive,! from the mission.churches, and included 
in the aho,·e amount, exceed £15,'200, being an increase on the income 
deri\·ed from the same sources in the rear 11338, of £7,100, 

"The income of the Society, as no;v stated, includes no grant from Go­
,·ernment, either in this country or in the colonies, hut consis1s solely of 
the free-will offerings of the people." 

11.-TnE Tmno ANNUAL l\h:ETING OF THE l\lEcHAN!c's lNsTrrUTION 

was held last month, at the new Hall of the Institute. The Repo1·t 
shows a steady progress towards pel'manent impl'ovement during the 
yea1·. The prospects of the Institution are certainly brightening, and \~e 
do hope that they may continue to irnp1·01•e until it shall answer evel'y 
purpose for which it wHs ,lesigned, Dr. Corhyn pre!ided on the occasion. 
The attendance was but limited. 

12.-AXNIVERSARY OF THE P,,REl\'T,\L ACADEMIC INSTITUTION, 

On :\Ionday e,·ening the I st of i\larch, the Fifteenth Annual i\Ieeting 
of the Pal'ental Academic lustitution was held at the Institution, Free 
School Street. The Rev. T. Smith p1·esided. The RPport shewed a small 
decrease in the numher of pupils since last year; while the testimonials it 
contained to the efficiency and health of the pnpils was highly gratifying. 
The resolutions were moved and st>conde<I by the Rev. :\lessrs. Sar11lys 
and lloaz, arul i\Iessrs. Pote, DeRozario, Lacke1·stcen, Rose and Palmer. 
The attendance was not so numerous as on some pre1·ious occ,,sions. The 
Institution is one which demands the suppol't of all intel'ested in the 
religious education of East Indian youth. 

\'OL, II, :.l L 
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13.-T,JE MoNTHLY M1ss10NARY PRAYER i.\lEETJr,;c 

was helJ at the Circular Road Chapel 011 l\Iomlay evening the 1st of l\farch. 
The address was delivered by the Rev. A. Leslie-suhject, The Proo-ressive 
:-l'ature of Chri~t•s Kingdom. The devotional parts of the servi;e were 
conducted by the He,•. i\les,rs. Evans and DeRodt. The attendance was, 
we are happy to learn, very encouraging. 

14.-Tus ANNUAL ExAMINATJON OF THE Pl'rn,s OF TnE HINDU COLLEGE 

took place at the Town Hall on the 26th of Feb. It shoul<l rather be 
called an exhibition, for the examinations appear to ha,·e been held for 
some time past at the College. The Governor G,,neral presided. The 
Report of the examinations was read by Profosso1· Richardson; it contained 
J1igh testimonials as to the p1·oficiency of the students, although the pub­
lic prints <lo not speak farnurnbly of the examination as compared with 
former years. The attendance was very considerable. 

J5.-TnE ANNUAL DISTRIBl'TION OF PRIZES TO TUE Sn:DENTS OF TUE 

i\h:DJCAL COLLEGE 

took place a few days ;1go. The Governor General distributerl tl,e 
prizes accompanied by encouraging remarks to the pupils. \Ve sincerely 
rejoice in the success of the J\le<lical College. It is a no hie triumph over 
some of the strongest prejudices of the native community. ,Vhile, howeve1· 
we aclmit this, we canuot allow the observation of a coutempor.iry to p:1ss 
unnoticed. Speaking of the labo1·s of l\lissio11aries and the Colll'ge, he 
nppea1·s to insinuate that the one (the Collrge) has succeede,l orer native 
prejudice, while Christianity has scarcely affected aught. If Christianity 
had the prospect of pecuniary employment in the vista, arul if it had a~ 
little interference with the sinful practices of the 11ati\'!'~, the parallel 
might ha,•e been equal and the results demanded the serious con~irleration 
of the friends of l\Iissions. But since Christianity has had no such aids­
nay on the contrary has been discountenancecl by the Gorernment, all whose 
influence has been thrown into the scale of heathen a111! Christless Schools 
-since this has been the case we cannot wonder that the College should 
have succeede1l and the cause of Christ progresstd so slowly. Not that 
we are anxious that the Government should so identify itself with religion 
as it has done with the Coll,,ge; we think this would be a real hane: but 
we :ire anxious that the Government and its advocates iu these matte1·s 
shoultl cease to call things by wroug namPs, nnrl to institute iuvidious and 
unfair compari,ons. 'J'o speak of the neutrality ofGovernraent in matters 
of education, when we fintl its influence a11d tl1e presence and sanction 
of its head afforded to heathen ohjl'ct,;, while it is a, carefully with­
held from eH1·y thing Christian-to call tl,i,; ll<'Utralit)' is a mere mockery 
of terms. To spPak of neutrality when tht- Sabbath is violatetl by public 
examinations of the pupils of these i11stitutions is an i11sult to one (the 
Christian) portion of the commu11ity, while it is a flagrant injustice to the 
othel' (the (I in<lu ). Let us call thing-s by their l'ight names, an<l institute 
correct comparisons-comparisons at least betl\'een things that ai·e equal. 

16.-DEATH OF Dn. Cr,AnmBUTT. 
Our contemporaries ha,·e announced the death of DI'. Clal'ributt, 

nttached to the Akyab station, and tl,ey have all pa~sed on him the highest 
e11logi11ms; nor arn they 11ndese1·ved, fol' we can add on our te,timony 
that a kinde1·, mo1·e skilful, 01· more devoted man than DI'. Clanil>utt 
could not l{enerally be found. In him 11ot only have the residents in 
Al'l'acan lost a valuable friend aml skilful :,d,·iser, but science a warm and 
enterprizing coadjutor. He is another added to the already terrible cata­
logue of deaths in that )anti of death. 



1841.] Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 251 

17.-BALASORE SCHOOL. 

The Second ,\nnunl Examination of the Balasol'e School took place on 
the 25th instant in the <.:ustom House. Dr. Dicken, 1\11'. Brown, and some 
ladies we1·e p1·esent on this inte1·esting occasion. The School is con­
ducted hy Bairn Debi Kl'ishna .i\Ianna, astudent of the General Assembly's 
Institution, an<l suppol'te<l hy sul.iscription. The plan of e<lucation is the 
same :,s that pursue1l in the above Institution. The first Class (three 
boys) 11as examined by ;\(l'. Bro1111 in the following branches. History 
of 13cng-al, Clift's Geo:zrnphy, \\'oollaston'sGrammar, No. Ill. lnstl'uctor, 
Aritl11netic (as far as Compound Division), and Gospel of Matthew. The 
second in Grammar, No. I I I. I nstrnctor, Spelling an<l Arithmetic (simple 
multiplication). The third in Instructor No. 11 .. Spelling. The fourth in 
No. I. lnstructo1· and No. I. Spelling. The 1·eplies of the l.ioys were very 
satisfactory an,l highly credital.ile, thou.~h tl,ei1· pronunciation was not 
faultless. At the close of the examination Dl'. Dicken and l\lrs. Bond 
distl'ibuted the prizes to the most desel'ving. The pl'esent number in 
the list is 32. Besides the above branches of English education, Uriya is 
also taught in the Institution. 

Balasol'e, 26th Jan. ltl-tl. 

18.-CEYLON BAPTIST M1ss10NARY Socurv. 
A,reeably to notice the annual meetinl\' of the Ceylon 13aptist Mission­

ary Society took place in the Pettah Chapel, an<l was numerously and 
respectal.ily attended.-The Governor ha<l pl'omise(l to take the Chair, 
but in His Excellency's unavoidal.ile absence it was well and efficiently 
filled hy Sir Anthony Oliphant, Chief Justice of the Colony, whose open­
ing address was highly distinguished by a feeling of Christian liberality. 
The meeting was aftel'wards addressed by several clergymen, of various 
denominations and other gentlemen, civil and military, includinz the 
Re\'. l\lr. :\lac,·icar of the Scotch Church, Rev. J\fr. Palm, Jl', Dutch 
Refo1·rned, the Rev. l\Ii-. Hanly, \Vesleyan, l\11·. Sell.iy, Ad"ocate, Lieut. 
J\laberly, R. A., !\Ir. Dalziel, Superintendent of Police, :'Ill'. Elliott, Rev . 
.E. Daniel, !\Jr. Ferguson and Mr. ;\lcCarthy. The Repo1·t was l'ead by 
the Rev. Mr. Ilarl'is, by which it appeal's that about 130 persons had 
been baptized within the last ye11r-that the expenditure of the l\li,;sion 
had amounted to £ I 200 ; that 1200 children are educated in the Schools 
-that a Printing P1·e,s is daily expected from England when a Ne1v 
Trnnslation of the Scripture;; and other works will be unde1·taken, and 
that on the whole the prnspects of the Mission are cheering. 

19.-1\JEMOIR OF THE REV. \V. H. PEARCE. 

,ve IHn'e !Jeen favon'd with a copy of the Memoirs of the late Rei·. ,v. 
H. Pearce, just published !Jy the Baptist l\1i:;sion Press. It contains a 
mas~ of highly inlel'esti11g matter not only in reference to l\lt-. Pearce's 
personal history, but much al,;o which has reference to the rise and progress 
of several of our religious an<l l.ienevolent institutions, in many of which he 
took a most prominent part. The volume will therefore be valuable not 
merely as " the record of a good man's life," hut as it has given accul'acy 
and permanency to many important facts connected with l\lission history. 
The spirit in which it is written is candid, the stylt! easy and the general 
impl'ession salulal'y to the Mission cause. 

20.-SA1Loa's HoMEs. 
\Ve !'egret to learn that the Calcutta Sailol''s Home anil tl1e Homes at 

Bombay and l\fadras al'e not in such a p!!cuniary condition 11s to enable 
them to prosecute their important labours with that vigour which they 
must do if they are eve1· effectually to cope with the evils they wel'e design-

2 L 2 
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ed to cure. This is indeed to lie lamented ; but may not the evils in some 
measure rest with those who ha\'e the conduct of these institutions ; let 
them but adopt enlargetl plans, nncl set a more extensive and vigorous 
ngency to work, nnd shew the practical inroads lhey have made on the te1·­
ritory of wickednes,, and we a1·e confident they will not lack the silver 
and the ,g-old. A good done and presenletl as a motive is a mu1·e powerful 
pleader than the most excellent theory. 

The Homes lia1·e, we pre,mmP, been homes for the respectable :md well­
disposed, Lut they ha,·e dune little toward, effecting a reformation of the 
vicious, 11ml this liecause they h:l\'e not employed such agencies as nlone 
can, under God, accom!ili,h the 1ksired end. If the managers of om· 
Homes are content to secure for the well-disposed a home, a111l if this is 
all they have marked out for thPmseh·es, well ; they harn done all that 
has heen proposed-hut is it euoug-h? 011::d1t they not to attempt to 
rescue the poo1· fellows from all the ills of the crimping system, and can 
this be done by the mnc ope11inp: of a homP, however well conuucted? 
Certainly not; for it should 11e\'C•r he out of mind tliat the crimps have a 
host of active ngents, whose b11si11Pss it is to minisll't' in every way to the 
vicious habits Hf the poor fellows ; and will the mere providing a home 
ever be able to cope with this? No, the committees of every Home should 
(especially the one in Calcutta) employ a number of active and honest 
:1gents whose whole business it should Le to induce the men to make the 
Jlome theirjfrst and 1w1·manent Home? No trouble aml. expense should 
be s1iared to effect this? Nor shoul,l the managers of the Calcutta Home 
rest from clPvising plans nnd employing- ngents until they see the wretched 
hol'els in the Bow Bazar comparatively desertecl. ,vere this done, and 
we do not think it impossihle (although we admit it is difficult)-we are 
convinced that the funds nece,snry fo1· cnnyi11g on their operations ,~ould 
not be needed. The welfare of srnmen is a subject wliich interests the best 
feelings of every heart, and e,·e1·y well-directed effort to secure thei1· 
welfare will not fail to obtain the support of every class of the community. 
Our recommendation tu the committee of the llome is, "Attempt great 
tl1ings." 

21.-NATIVE EnucATION. 

llfinute by tfte Right llono11rahlt! the Govemo1· General. 
I have not hitherto, since I assumed charge ufthe Government, record­

ed my sentiments at any length on tlie important questions which regard 
the best means of promoting- Education among~t the Natil'es of India. 
The subject is one of the hil("hest i11terest, and especially calls for calm 
consi1leration and for cumbi11e1l effort. llut unhappily I have found 
violeut differences existing upon it, a111l it was for a time, (now I trust 
past or fast passing away,) a watclmonl for violent dissension, 1111d in 
some measure of personal feeling. I judged it best, under these circum­
stances, to abstain from what might hal'e le1l me into unprofitable contro­
versy, arnl to allow time nnd experiencll to act, with their usual healing 
and enlightening influenct', upon general opinion. I may earnestly hope 
that we are now not very far remote from arriving at some satisfactory 
result in re,pect to our E1lucalion Controversies, an<l l will app1·011ch the 
topic, with the hope of contributing- in some degree to this end. 

2. Annexed to thi, paper will be found a note compiled by i\Jr. Colvin, 
containing a condensed view of the principal facts, and of occasional 
notices of some conside1·ations suggested by them, which relate to the 
general pl'Ogress nnd present condition of the plans of Native Instruction 
as pursued in different }la1·ts of India, and of the teno11r of the most 
important directions on the suhject of Public Instruction whieh have been 
receh·ed from the Honourable the Court of Directors, and with reference 
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to those facts, as they apply pal'ticulal'ly to the progress effected in tl1e 
diffel'ent Presidencies, a111l to the circumstances which have come 11nde1· 
my obserrntion, when at the seat of se,,eral of our Institutions in Bengal, 
I will emlea1'ou1· to state with all fairness the conclusions to which I 
lmve brought my mind on this subject, 

3. I ha,·e first however to state my opinions on h~o specific references 
connected with the rJ11estio11 which are before me from the l're,ident in 
Council-the one relating to the appl'Opl'iation of Fund~ heretofore assign­
ed to particulal' Institutions, and the other to i\Tr A1lam's scheme for 
the improvement of the I ndigenons Schools in the l.lengal and l.lehar 
districts, 

4-. llefore entering on the details of the first of these subjects, I may 
obsene that it may in my opinion be clearly a,lmitted, and I am gl:Hl 
from the papers before me, to aee that this opinion is supported hy the 
uuthority of l\fr. l'rinsep, thnt the insufficiency of the Funds assigne,l 
by the State fol' the purposes of public instruction has been amongst the 
main causes of the violent disputes which have taken place upon the 
education question, ancl that if the Funds previously appropriated to 
the c11lti1•ation of Oriental Literature had been spn1·ed, 11ml other means 
placed at the disposal of the promoters of English Education, they might 
have pursue1l their object aided by the good wishes of all. Jn the 
Ilengal Presidency, with its immense territory and a revenue of above 13 
millions, the yearly expenditure of the Go1·ernment on this account is 
little in excess of £2-1,,000 or 2io,ooo Rupees·*, an1l I need not say how in 
a country like India, it is to the Government that the population must 
mainly look for facilities in the acquisition of improved learning. There 
is, I well kno1v, the strongest desire on the part of the authorities, both 
in England and India, to support every well arrange1l plan for the ex­
tension of Education, and the clispntches of the Honourable Court are 
full of the evidence of thei1· anxiety on the subject. I may cite in par­
ticular the declaration of a dispatch of the 18th February, lt-21-. "In 
the mean time we wish you to be fully apprized of our zeal for the pro­
gress and improvement of Education among the nati1·es of India and of 
our willingness to make considernble sacrifices to that important end, if 
proper means for the attainment of it coultl be pointed out to us." Such 
we may he assured is the feeling hy which the Comt is up to this time 
guided, and the difficulty has been not in any unwillingnes~ to grant the 
money nece~sary to give effect to good plans, but in framing such plans, 
on principles admitted to be satisfactory, and in finding fitting agents fo1· 
the execution of them. I have alluded to the limited amount :or11I to the 
existing afl)ll'OJlriation of our present funds, not certainly with the slighest 
idea of casting l'eproach upon the previous course of administration, but 
merely as a fact which is of importance in its hearing upon former discus­
sions. The snm immediately at command was limitecl. Parties wishing 
to promote the diffusion of knowledge in different forms contended 
eagerly the one to retain, the other to gain, that sum for the schemes to 

" Parliamentary Grant, , ....... , .................. , , ................... s,ssa 
Inte.-est on Government Notes, ...... ,, ........ , ............ , ....... , .. 3,030 
Madrissa, ......... , ...... , .. , .......... , .......... , . , .. , , , ........... 2,666 
Sanscrit Colleire, ... , . , ............................... , ......... , , , .. 2,055 
Delhi Es cheat Fund, • , ........... , , ........ , ................ , ...... , 250 
Benares College, ., .......... , .. , .. , .......... , , , , , .. , ....... •• .... , , 1,701 

Agra College. 
Endowment of Villages, .......... , ....................... , ,,. , ... 1175 
Interest of Government Notes, .• , • , .......... , .. , ..... , .. , ..... . 622 

-- 1,797 

Per Mensem, Rs. 20,387 
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which they were respectively favourable, and had fresh sums been at once 
prorurable, no one might have ohjecte,\ to their employment for a full 
arHI fair c-xprriment on the new ideas which he!!,"all to p1·evail. The in­
ference to which I would poiut from these facts and ohsel'\'ations is, that 
a principle of wise liberality, not stinting any ohject which can !'easonably 
be recommendecl, but granting a meas11re1l and discriminating encourage­
ment to all, is likely to commancl general ac11'1iescence, and to obliterate, 
it may he hoped, the recollection of the acrimony which has been so p1·e. 
judicial to the public weal in the cour;;e of past proceetlirrgs. The Ho­
nourable CoUl't have alreacly, as was to be expected, acted on this princi­
ple. They have made a separate grnnt fo1· the publication of worlcs of 
interest in the ancient Iiterntul'e of the country to be disbu!'sed through 
the nppropriate channel of the Asiatic Society, an1l this measure is one 
which has been hailed with universal satisfaction. 

5. On the merits of the first of the two !Juestious immediately refen-e,l 
to me, which l would consider in the spirit which I have here commend. 
ed, I woul«l at once say, on the position th:1t the Government has rth·en 
a pledge that the funds heretofore assignecl to particular institutions 
shall continue to be so for ever appropriate,!, that I cannot hesitate to 
express my conviction that the acts or intentions of the Go\·ernment will 
not justly hear this \·ery exclusi\·e and restricti\·e construction. I remem­
ber the discussion of April 1836, and certainly I did not understand that 
the Resolution to which the Government then came was i11tende1l to have 
the force of a perpetual guarantee of the expenditure, wholly within eacl, 
i1rnti/ufion, (nhatever might be the natu1·e of the instruction to which 
they might be devoted,) of the funds which might ha Ye been assigned to 
it. The plain meaning of the proceedings and the profession of lhe Go­
vernment seems to me to have been that, stipends having heen every 
where discontinued, it would clo nothing towards the abolition of the an­
cient Seminaries of Oriental leaminir, so long as the community might 
desire to take advantage of them-their preservation as Oriental Semi­
irnries being alone at that time within the contemplation of either party. 
Hacl it been intenclecl to promise that, whether Arabic, Sanscrit, 01· 

English were taught, tire particular Institutious should at all e,·ents be 
1·etained, the meaning would surely have been expressed in much more 
distinct term~. ;\Jy impression of the state of the case is briefly this-that 
the General Committee \'ie\\"ing the rnaiuteuance of the Oriental Colleges, 
on the footing to which I have rnferred, as prescribecl and secured, p1·0-
posed, to eonsoliilate all separate grants into one General Fund, the sa,·­
ings of which, after the Oriental Colleges should ha,·e heen thus prol'id­
e«l for, shouhl be held by them to he clearly applicable to thei1· g-eneral 
purposes. The answer of the GoYernment on 13th April 183u, after a 
discussion in which I in the first instauce expre,secl a williug-ness to 
assent to the prnpositions of the Committee, was in these guarded terms 
-" undm· 1'.ri-1"ti11g circ11mstance~, the Government in l ndia thinks it will 
not l,e advisal,le to make the consolirlation into one fund of all grants, 
made herdofore Ly Go\"ernment for purposes of education, as s11g-g;este1I 
hy the Suh-Committee of Finance, nor does his Lordship in Council 
imagine that the Committee will be put to much inconvenience by drawing 
its fund separately as heretofore, ancl creditiug them whether derfrecl 
from a Go\·ernment monthly grant or from the interest of stock previous­
ly accumulated to the particular s!'min:u·ies to which they ha\·e been 
assigned, lea Ying any excess a\'ailahle in any institution to be appropriate,\ 
11s may appear most equitable with reference to the Onlers of Government, 
7th !\larch, 1835, au<l the pledges am! assurances THAT MAY IIA\'E nF:i:N 

GIVEN to particular institutions." The alteration of the word "belong" 
to" haYe been assigned" as marked above, will shew the spirit of corn-
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promise amongst ,·arying opi11ions in which the clraft was agreed to. 
There was here no st;itement that the consoli1lation was a thing wholly 
out of the question. The diversion of funds from particular institutions 
w:1s admitted as a me~sure which mi~ht or might not be prope1·, and (the 
circumstances of all institutions not l,eing· he fore the Gon'rnment) there 
is a resen·atio11 for the pledges and a~surance,; "tl,at 11wy l,ui·1! been 
gi1•en" to some of them. 

(;nder such a resel'l'ation, if a ~perifie pro111ise in perpetuity of a par­
ticular sum to a particular institution could he shown, such a promise 
wouhl ha,·e of course to he respected ; hut otherwise hy these Orders of 
April, 163G, thirigs were left exactly as they stoo1l before. \\'hilst 
howe1·e1·, I am bound to declare that such is rr.y di,tinct impression on 
the suhject, am! whilst for one I 1rould reject the strict principle of 
absolute and irreclaimable nppropriation, I am yet strong-ly of opinion 
that it will be best on e,·ery account to dispose of the question on the 
principle of a liberal consideraiion to all wants and clailll,. I see 110 

adv:111tage to be gained in this case hy a close contest for strict construe. 
tions, and ha,·ing taken a review of money estimates and of lornl wants, 
I :,m satisfied that it will he best to abstract nothiug from other useful 
objects, while [ see at the same time nothing but good to he derired from 
the employment of the funcls which ha,·e been assig·ned to each Oriental 
Seminar)', exclusi,·ely on instrnction i11, or in connexion with, that 
Seminary. I woul,1 also give a decided preference, within these lnstitu­
tiom, to the promotion in the first instance of perfect efficiency in Oriental 
instruction, and only after that ohject shall have been propedy secured 
in proportion to the demand for it, would I :issign the lunds to the 
creation 01· support of English classes. At the same time, I would supply 
to the General Committee of Public Instruction from the Re,·enues of 
the State any deficiency that this Resolution might cause in the general 
i11~ome at their disposal. Ancl if they shouhl already have partially use(! 
fot· other objects, the savings arising from the Seminaries supported by 
special funds, I woultl in recalling such sa,·ings, protect the General 
Committee from loss on that account. The Statement in the margin" will 
shew the contribution from the Revenue which this final s~ttlement of 
the subject will occasion. It will be perceive1l tlmt, calculating from the 
:imount of stipends :is they existed uutouched in the erul of 18:H, arul 
dl'llucting 1--Hh :is 1·equired at all events fo1· the Oriental Colle1res unde1· 
a Scheme of Schola1·ships su.:h as I shall hereafter state that I would 
:ippro,·e, the additional Annual Disbursement from the Treasury will be 
about 2:;,000 Rupees, and perhaps there may be 6,000 Rupees more 
per annum on account of the office, which has been abolishe,I, of Sec1·e­
tarv to Sanscrit College at Benares. I am well persuade(! that the 
Honoural,le Court will appro,·e of our having closed these coutro­
versies at this limited amount of incre11sed expense. I would, upon 
this understandinir, willingly join in the directions sent to the General 
Committee in the lette1· of :\Jr. Pl'insep on the 31st of July last, "to avoid 

Amount of Stipends 
Dec. 1S34. Per ann. 

" Calcutta Sanscrit College, •.•••.••............................ 696 .... 8152 
!\laUrissn, .............•.. • .......................•.•...... f)S-1 .... iS-18 
Benare, College, .......................................... 3~S .••. 4176 
Agra ditto, ................. , . , ............................ 460 .••• 5660 
Delhi ditto, ................ , • • • . . . .. . . . . • •. . . . . . .. . . .. . 627 •.•• 7524 

33,560 
Deduct l O Hh 8390 

25,170 
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making any alienation" (from the assigned funds of the Oriental Institu­
tions) " without previously soliciling the sanction of Government.'' 
'J'IH,) shoultl, as I ha1·e said, be desired to appropriate the funds within 
the Oriental Collegt!s, first to Oriental and then to English instrnction. 
I wouhl not 011 any account admit the extension of the system of 
scl,olar,1,ips ll'ithin these Colleges beyond the general proportion, (which 
should be on a liberal scale) allowed els1Jwhere, for this woultl be an 
excessive and artificial encourag·ement which might lie justly objected 
to. llut I woultl secure the most emiuent Professors for the Col­
leges. I would encourage the preparation, within the limits of the 
funds, of the most useful llooks of Instruction, such ns of the Sid­
dhants ancl Sanscrit ven,ion of Euclicl which ;\Jr. Wilkinson has urged 
upon us, and I wo11l1l proride in some form which the General Com­
mittee should be requirecl to take into early consideration, fo1· an improv­
ecl and dfectirn superiutendence of the Oriental Collrges of the North 
\Vestern Prori11ce~, uhere I know tl,at snch a s11penisio11 is 1·ery obvi­
ously re<J11ired. Fund, that might still remain available coulcl be 
cloubtle,;s to much advantage 1levoted to Eul'opean instruction in union 
with those partic,il,u· lu,titutio11s, and I shoul,I look with very wa1·m 
interest to an etlicient ,cheme for imparting English Education to 
l\Iahomedans at the i\Iadrissa in Calcutta. 

6. The other reference ma,le to me is with regard to l\J 1·. Adam's plan 
for the improrement of indigenous Schools and T!'achers. I would 
observe upon it that it is impossible to read his n1l11able and intelligent 
rnport, without being painfully impressed with the low st:1te of instruc­
tion as it exists amongst the immense masses of the Indian population. 
Attempts to correct so lamentalile an evil may well be eag-erly embrace1l 
by benevolent mi11ds. Yet I cannot but feel with the President in Coun­
cil that the perio1l has not yet anived when the Government can join in 
these attempts with reasonable hope of practical good. When l'lfr. 
Adam enforces his views'' for the instruction of the poor and ignorant, 
those who are too ig·rwrant to understand the evils of ignorance, and too 
poor, even if they did, to he able to remove them,'' the infernnce inesisti­
bly presents itself that among these is not the field in wl1ich our efforts 
can at present be most successfully employed. The small stock of kno1v. 
ledge which can now be given in Elementary Schools will of itself do 
little for tire :1dvanceme11t of a people. The fir;t step must be to diffuse 
wider informatio11, and better sentiments amongst the upper and micldle 
classes, for it see111s, as may he gathere1l from tire best authorities on the 
subject, that a scheme of general instruction can 011ly be perfect, as it 
comprehends a regularly progressive provision for higlrer tuitio11, In the 
J<~uropean States 11hcre such sys1e111s ham been recently extensil'ely 
matured, this principle is, I believe, u11i1·er~ally observed. There is a 
complete series of Universitic, in great Towns, of Acaclemies in pro­
vincial cli 1·ision,, allll of small local Schools, all connectecl in a com­
bined plan of instruction. Tire extension of the plan to the Parish or 
Village School has been the last sta~e, as must naturally hal'e been 
the case, in the national progress. !\Jr. Adam's plan contemplatl!d 
such a rise of able pupils from the Village to the Zill:ih Schools, but 
the sugge,tion could not immediately have effect. II ere we are yet 
engage1I 011 tlie formalion and efficient 1lircction of our Upper lristi­
tutious. \I' hen, i11Jeed, the series of ,·el'nacular class of I.looks foL· 
our single .-:illult Schools, whieh is still a desideratum, and to which 
I shall s11hst••111ently refer, shall have been published and their utility 
shall have been established hy practice, l\Ir. Adam's recommendat,ons 
may be taken up with some fairer prospect of ad vantage. For tire 
present I nuuld confine our measures in reference to his reports to in-
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junctions on the General Committee thRt they bear in mind his p11rti­
cul111· suggestions and objects in 1letermining on the series of Class Books 
referred to. I \\Ould submit the pl,rn to the Honourable Court for the 
expression of thei1· sentiments and wishes-and in the collection of infor­
mation for nn eventual decision I wouhl make use of the expel"ienca 
which the Bombay measures of Village insh·uction, alluded to in the note 
annexed, ,viii have nfforded. 1"01· this pur11ose ( would communicate Mr. 
Adam's lleport to the Govemment of Bombay, aml ask how far tha 
scheme which he describes is in accordance with that which is pursued 
in the Provinces of that Presidency-and what opinion may be formed 
from the result already obtained by their Village schools, of the propriety 
of carrying out l\fr. Adam's plans in their important parts. The encou­
ragement to e~isting Schoolmasters, which is the leading suggestion in 
Mr. Adam's plan, will probably have been largely tried at Bombay, and 
the extent to which those School Masters ha,·e reaped improvement undsr 
such encouragement will be a most interesting subject ofinquiry. I learn 
also in the course ofmy enquiries regarding the previous progTess of EdL1-
c11tion in India, that a School Society existed fol' some time in Calclltta, 
the open1tions of which we1·e dil"ected wilh partial success to the amend­
ment of indigenous Schools. M1·. Hare will probably be able to explain tha 
history of this Society, which drew a grant of 4,00 or 500 Ru11ees a month 
from Government, and to give also the causes of its extinction : I would 
ask this Gentleman to fa1·our Government with a report regarding that 
Society. And I would conclude upon this subject by reco1·ding my 
opinion that, when such a scheme as that proposed by l\fr. Adam cornea 
to be tried, the arrangements for introducing it should be on a liberal 
nnd effective scale, and that it ought not to be undel"talten at all until 
the Government is satisfied that it has at command a thol"oughly zealous 
and qualified supei-intendeuce, 

7. Having said thus much in answer to the references made to me by 
the President in Council, I would )ll'Oceed to record my observi1tion1 
upon the topics which seem to me most important in 1·eganl to our plans 
of Education, I strongly feel that, in all that we can do, we must be 
prepared for much disappointment in our early efforts to satisfy the de­
ma111ls made upon us on this subject. By sflme it will l,p, lamented thi,t 
we do not at once perfect enlarged schemes for general E,lucation; hy 
others it ,viii be reg1·ettecl that what ,ve do fo1· the hest pupils ()four fe1r 
Seminaries seems to produce so parti;il an effect, Feelings of thi, nature 
will attend us in ,vhatcver attempts we may engage for the impl"Ovement 
of any branch of 0111· Indian Government. Our governiug and instrncted 
class belongs to a highly civilized community. It is in active and in­
creasing intercoua·se with the European world where, in an ad1•anced 
11tnte of society, sldll and ente1·prize a1·e daily gaining new triumphs. It 
is naturally impatient fo1· the iutroduction in India of every plan which 
has, though pl"obably after repeated trials and failul"es, been adopted 
with success in European countries. And the spirit of free discussion 
excites benevolent minds to bl"ing forwa1·d the most extensive projects. 
On the othe1· hand, we are dealing with a poor people, to the vast majority 
of whom the means of livelihood is a much mol'e pressing object than 
facilities for any better descl"iption or lfide1· 1·ange of study, Ou1· hold 
over this people is very impel"fect, and our po1ver of offe1·ing motives to 
stimulate theia- zeal is but of confined extent. The Agency which w11 

can employ forreform is extremely nauo1v and liable to constant derange. 
ment. Of those who are ,villing to devote their ene1·gie5 to the busine:1s 
of giving 01· superintending instruction, Oriental Scholan are apt to be 
unduly prepossessed in favour of ncquil"ements obtained hy much l11. 
bour, and to which they are indebted for theil" reputation; whila 
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mere European Scholars are liable to be ignorant of, and neglect national 
feeling, or are at all events incompetent to make a proper use of native 
means for the execution of their plans. lVhere even the mind of an able 
pupil has been vel'y greatly infoi·med and enlightened, the knowledge 
gained by him may seem to produce no adequately corresponding result 
in nfte1· life. 1'he student may stand alone in the family or society of 
which he forms a pal't, These can ve1·y genel'ally have few feelings in 
common with him, and he may be unhappy and discontented in }1is peculiar 
position, or he may yield to the influences by which he is surroumled, 
snd accommodate himself to the sentiments and pr:ictices wliich his ren­
i;on had taught him to disapprove. Add to this, that if he finds that iiis 
knowledge opens to him the prospect of advancement lie will, under n 
restricte,l competition, be o,·er.confident in his own powel's and unreason­
able in his expectations, while at the same time he will be tempted to relax 
in the exertions necessary to maintain, or carry fol'l'rnrd, the stnnclmd of 
proficiency at which he had ani 1·ed. These are circumstances of Lhe ope1·­
Btion of which we must all I think in a greate,· or less degree have had 
practical experience. I can only say upon them tliat we must neither en­
tertain sanguine or premature hopes of general success, nor yet allow 
om·selres to be se,·rously discouraged. \Ve must be content to lay even 
the first rucle foundations of good systems, and tl'ust fol' the rest to time, 
to the increasing demand of the public and of individuals for the services 
of educated men, to the extension which must every yea1· take place of the 
Agency for instruction at the command of Government, and to the certain 
effects of the spread, however slow, of knowledge, and of the gradual 
1p·owth of wealth and intelligence in the community. 

8, I would in now offering· my opinions and suggestions on the present 
practical dil'ections of Olli' plans, desire to consider the question of our 
educational policy :..s one of interest to every portion of the empire, 
without minute refe1·ence to merely local and temporary discussions, 
] am aw:11·e that we al'e yet in expectation of the Ol'ders of the Home 
Authorities on the subject of the chnnges in the scheme of education in 
Bengal, which were adopted hy the UOl·ernment in 1835. But I would 
not on this account longer withhold the explanation ofmy own sentiments 
on the course which should be adopted, and [ 110 not anticipate that in 
what I shall propose, I shall be found to ha,•e deviated in any material 
deg,·ee from the wish<!s of the Honourable Court. 

9. I would first observe that 1 most cordially a11:ree with the Court in 
theii· opinion, which is quoted in paragraph 45 of i\lr, Col"in's note, tl111t, 
with a view to the moral and iutellectual impro1·emcnt of the people, 
the great primary ohject is the extension among those who have leisul'e 
fo1· a,h•anced st111ly, of the most complete education in Olli' powe1·. There 
cannot, 1 think, be a doubt of the justice of theil' statement that" hy 
raising the standar<l of instruction among these classes, ne would e,·en­
tually produce a much greater anti mol'e beneficial change in the ideas 
and feelings of the comm1111ity tl,an we can hope to protluce b;• a ~ting 
directly 1111 the mol'e nume,·ous class," It is not to be implied from this 
that in my l"ie1v elementary education for the mass of the people is a 
thing necessarily to be neglected, 01· postpone1l for an iruleli11ite period, 
but it will ha,•e heen seen that the hope of acting immediately anti 
powel"fully o:: the mass of the poor peasantry of India is certainly far 
from heing strong with me. And the practical question therefoi-e, to 
which I would endea,•our hefure all others to 1,1il'e my attention is the 
moile in which we may hope to communicate a highe,· education with the 
greatest prospect of success. 

10. One mode which has been 11bly contended for is that of engraft­
ing European knowledge on the studies of the existing learned classes, 
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-or the Moulvees nnd Pundits of India. I confess that from such menns 
I anticipate only ,·ery JJartial an,1 imperfect reRults. I would, in the 
strictest good faith, and to the fullest extent, make good the promise of 
upholding ,fhile the people resort to them, our established Institutiona 
of Oriental learning. I ll'Ould make those Institutions equal sharers 
with others in any general adl'antages 01· encouragements which we are 
satisfied ou~lit to be afforded with a view to the promotion of due effi­
ciency in study. I would from the funds which have been before allowed 
to them assist in them, ns I have already said, any judicious plans for 
nmeliornting the course of study, as by aiding the publication of works 
1,d1ich may seem likely to be decidedly useful to the students. Nor am 
I at oil disposed to undervalue the amount of sound education nnd mora­
lity which is to be nrqnired at these Seminaries, even witl,out calling- in 
the resources of European Science and Literature. I will not profess 
dPep respect fo1· the mere labo1·ious study of a difficult language, 01· of 
the refinements and subtilties of scholastic learning. But sensible, as 
nssure1lly I nm, of the radical errors an<l deficiencies of the Oriental 
system, l nm yet aware that the effect of <tll advanced education, and I 
\fill 111111 especially of a l\lahomedan education, is in cherishing habits of 
reflection, of diligence, and of honorable emulation, that it tends also 
to elevate the tone of moral character, though its pr.1ctical effect is 
unfortunately too frequently mnned by the domestic and social habits 0£ 
Oriental life. Judging however, from the common p1·inciples of human 
nature, and from such experience as is referred to in the case of .Mr. 
1Vilkinson at Bhopal, it is not to the students of our Oriental Collel!"es, 
trained as it will be admitted that they are in a faulty system to which 
they a1·e yet naturally and ardently attached, that I would look for my 
cl1ief instruments in the 11ropagation of a new knowledge and more en­
lnrge1l ideas. It wns not through the professors of 0111· ancient schools, 
but by the efforts of original thonght and inclependent minds that the 
course of philosophical and scientific investigation ancl of scholastic disci­
pline was fo1· the most 11art reformed in Europe. The process of transla­
tion, it is to be added, into the learned languages must unavoidably lie so 
slow that, on that account alone, the arguments in favour of a more direct 
method of proceeding appear to me conclusively convincing. 

I J. Another class of 1·ecommendations is,that nil the leading facts and 
principles of our literature and science be transferred by translations into 
the vernacular tongues, Mr. Hodgson in his book on Education, says, 
" As a practical measure fo1· the immediate adoption of Gol'ernment, I 
have no hesitation in saying that to found a College for the rearing of a 
competent body of tmnslators and of schoolmasters, in other words, for 
the systematic supply of good vernacular books and good vprnaculn1• 
teachers (len,•ing the public to employ both, in case the Government fund 
be a1lequnte to no more than the maintenance of such College) would he 
an infinitely bette1· disposal of the Parliamentary grant than the present 
application of it to the training of a promiscuous crowd of English 
smatterers, whose average period of schooling cann(lt by po~si\iility, fit 
them to be regenerators of theh- count1·r, yet for whose fnrth~r and 
efficient prosecution of studies, so difficult and so alien to ordiuary uses, 
there is no provision nor inducement whatever." 

12, But those who suppo1·t this course overlook in the firRt place the 
extreme practical <lifficulty of preparing nny very extensive course of 
translated 01· adapted works. 1Ve ore speaking now of tlte means of an 
advanced and tltol"Ough educalion, nnd not of a limited series of ,vorks for 
the purposes of common instruction, to the compilation of which, as I 
shall have immediate occasion to remark, I am entirely favorable. The 
difficulties of txanslation have been illustrated by our knowledge of what 
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h1111 been effected at BombHy, iv here the object has been prosecuted with 
much zeal, and I have annexed to this Minute n list of the works which 
ha,•e been prepared in Arabic hy the European Officel's attached to the 
aenice of the Pasha of Egypt, an(l it will he seen how very confined the 
number is, excepting in works of Military, Medical, 01· other Science. The 
clea1· truth seems to be that works of scienci, may, nt least to some con­
siderable extent, ( their range being necessarily contracted) be rendered 
into othe1· languages within a comparntively modernte period, hut the 
translation, within any time the extent of which we could reasonably 
calculate, of 11ny thing like a sufficient library of works of general litera. 
ture, history, and philosophy, is an impossible task. J have only, there. 
fore, to conclude on this point by stating my entire concun·ence in the 
opinion which has been quote,! in the note from a despatch of the Hon. 
ournble Court to the effect "that the high~r tone anil bette1· spirit of 
European Liternture can produce their full effect only on those who 
become familiar with them in the ol'iginal languages." 

13. I would then make it my principal nim to communicate through 
the means of the English language, a complete Education in Eu1·opean 
Liternture, Philosophy and Science to the greatest numher of students 
who may be founcl 1·eady to accept it at ou1· hands, ancl fo1· whose instruc. 
tion our funds will admit of 0111· prodding. All 0111· expe1·ience provet 
that by such a method, 11 real all(\ powerful stimulus is given to the native 
miml. \l' e have seen that in Bombay as at Calcutta, from the time at 
wl1ich effective arl"angements have been made for the higher branches of 
instl'Uction in English, the u11derstandi11g·s of the Students hitve been 
thoroughly interested and roused, and that the consequences have 
wonderfully, to use the ,rnrds of the Calcutta Committee of Public In. 
struction in 1831, "surpassed expectation." The difficulty which attends 
this course is the very important one, not of pl'inciple, but of practice, 
namely, that the wants and circumstances of our Indian population bring 
to our Colleges so few who desire, or are able to receive from us the 
complete Eug·lish education, which it is our ol,ject to impart to them. 
Those who look with greater confidence to othe1· methods of diffusing 
knowledge in this countt·y, dll'ell especially upon this difficulty. !\fr, 
Hoclgson, argues that we have no reasonable ground to hope here for the 
same wide study of English Liternture, and subsequent use of the in. 
fol'mation acquil'ed in it fo1· the p111'poses of ,·ernacular composition, as 
occurred in the different stages of Eu1·opean civiliza1io11 with reforence to 
the G1·eek and Homan models from which that civilizatiou wa~ chiefly 
derived. His words are," True the difficult and inapt Science of Greece 
nnd Rome was in modern Europe, first mastered in itself, and eventually 
worked into our own speech and minds. Uut how? by the employment 
of means adequate to the end by the existence of circumstance most 
powerfully efficient to forll'ard that end. A thousand predisposing causes 
Jed a mighty nobility to seek in this lore the nppropriate omament of their 
rank and station. A Church which monopolised a third of the wealth of 
the Continent, called Rome its mother anti Greece its foster-mother, and 
throughout the great part of that Continent, the law, Ecclesiastical und 
Civil, was even lingually Roman. Hence the magoificeut endowments 
and establishments and permanent i111l11ceme11ts of all kiuds hy which a 
difficult ancl exotic learning was at length effectually naturalized amongst 
u9. lle11ce the scholar if he pleased, might pursue in retirement lette1·s 
as n profession, ass111·ed of a comfortahle provision/or life,· 01· ifhe pleas. 
ed, he might devote himself to the task of instructing the scions of a 
most influential aucl wealthy nobility, all of them from peculiar associa­
tion necessitated to hecome his pupils whether they profited by his lessons 
or not, and thereby affording him the certainty of an enduring 01e11na of 
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livelihood, or if he plensed he might pass from the CloiHter or the Col­
lege into the world, nnd there find the greater pnrt of its most importKot 
concerns subservient to the uses ond 1Lhuses of his peculi111· gifts." 

14,. Mr. Wilkinson has nlso on dilFerent occ11sions renrnrked that it 
seems to him that Education in English should be confined for the pre­
sent to the Presidencies, and to some of the pl"incipal Provinci1ll Stations, 
HS being the only places at which there is yet an actual demand for it. 

15. Mr. Adam says of the condition of our English Scholars-" Ex. 
trnordinary efforts have been mude to extend a lrnowledge of the English 
language to the Natives, but those who have more 01· less profited by the 
oppol'tunities presented to them do not find much scope for theil' ntl aiu­
ments, which on the other hand little fit them for the ordinary pursuits 
of nati,•e society. They have not l'eceivecl a good Nati1·e education, and 
the English education they have 1·ecei\'ed finds little if any use. There 
is thus H want of sympathy between them and their countrymi>n, although 
they constitute a class from which their countrymen might deri1·e much 
benefit. There is also little sympathy between them and the foreign l'ule1·s 
of the country, because they feel that they ha1·e been raised out of one 
class of society without having a recoguized place in any other class." 

J6. But I belie1'e that, i11 all these opinions, the 11ractical value of 
supedor E11glish acquirements is very gl'eatly underrated. A familiarity 
with the general principles of legislation and government, and the power 
of otfel'ing information 01· opinions upon public affairs in English Reports, 
( which is the form in which the higher col'l'espondence regarrli ng the 
British Administi·ation in India will, of course, always be conducted) 
must be qualifications so directly useful, as (not to speak of the recom. 
mendatious of an improved moral character), to insure to the possessors 
of them a perfel'ence for the most lucrnth·e public employments, after 
tlaey shall have acqui1·ed that knowledge of lifo and of business, and that 
good opinion among those who have had opportunities of witnessing their 
conduct, which mere book.learning never can bestow. There are as yet, 
no douht, circumstances of temporary operation, which will lceep for a 
period our best E~glish _Schoh~rs from 1·eaping from their studies all the 
worldly prnfit winch mll ultunately accrue to them. Our course of 
instruction has not hitherto been so matured 11s to include any efficient 
nnd general arrnngement for giving that knowleclg·e* of morals, juris­
prudence, law, and fiscal eco11omy, which the Honournhle Court have so 
wisely and earnestly insisted oo, and which "ill be most directly useful 
in the dischill'ge of administrative duties. Thel'e are other obstacles also 
which fo1· a time may impede our young scholal's in their desil'e to ohtain 
public office. They may ove1·-estimate their own pretensions, ancl decline 
to accept the subordinate situations which alone it may at first be thouu-ht 
1·ight to enti·ust to them. The cure fo1· such exag~erated expectati~ns 
will come with time. When this class of candidates becomes more 
numerous, there will be less hesitation with many of them in taking 
lower appointments. In the meanwhile, it is lrnown that I am not dis­
posed to adopt any special means, which could be felt as doing injustice 
to the rest of the community, fol' connecting ou1· educated English 
students with the public service. The subject has been fully discussed in 
my i\linute in the Judicialt Department of September 4, 1838, the com­
pletion of the measures consequent on whil'h 1 am anxiously awaiting. 
The scheme proposed by the Honorable the President in Council to 
which in that respect I assented in the Minute refened to, included, 
however, the aprointment of a limited number of Natil•e Assistants to 
some of the be~t of ou1· ZillHh Judges, who would be instl'llcted in the 

• See paragraph Ii or the Note. 
t Recorded iD the Le~islative DepartmeDt. 
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f'orms and practice of office. And so far there would be an immediate 
opening for the employment of several of ou1· Students. The genel'al 
charncter of my recommendations in that Minute was however, to 
establish n test of qualification, before selection for the honol'able ancl 
responsible situation of a l\Ioonsiff, for alt candidates, whe1·esoever ancl i11 
whateve1· language instructed, and to pl'ocu1·e the compilation and print­
ing of Manuals of legal instl'uction, in the native tongues as well as in 
English, which might be taught e\·et·y whel'e hy private masters, or in 
public Institutions, To the principle of this plan I would steadily adhere. 
But in our Colleges I woul1l cany instruction of thi~ kind furthe1· than 
would be the aim of these Manuals, which woulcl he mo1·e prope1· fo1· use 
in our common schools. Having thus applied suitable aids for the acquisi­
tion of the l<nowleclge most requisite in public life, I \rould look with 
assured confidence to the recognition by the community of the aclrnntages 
of an a1h•anced English Eclucation, comprising those branches of study, 
a conversancy with which would place an instrncted Native Gentleman 
on a level with our best European Officers. It is true, ancl no one has 
more heartily concune1! ancl rejoicecl in the dettrmination than myself, 
that the vernacular tongues ancl not English will be the future languages 
of the Courts and Offices in the inte1·ior of the countrv. But this 
circumstnnce will in no degree detract from tl1e force of those 'inducements 
of English study of which, as regards tl,e vast and most important co1·­
respo11dence which must e,•er be conductecl in English, I have just 
spoken, no1· neecl I dwell on the degree to which such inducements will ba 
increased hy the mere fact of English being the language of the ruling 
and governing class in lnclia. This is an encouragement to the pursuit 
of English tloat will probably greatly counterbalance the want, which has 
been justly noticed by 1\11·. Hodgson, of those motives to its cultivation 
which would ha,·e existed in such strength l1a1l English been here., as the 
Classical languages were in the \Vest, the established languages of 
Theology and of Law. 

(To be continued.) 

22.-BoMBAY AuxIUAnY BIBLE Socn::TY, 
The Anniversary meeting of the Bombay llible Society wns held in the 

Town-Hall, on the evening of Tuesday the 19th January, 111<1,I, 
The Right Reverend the Lo1·d Hishop of Bombay was callecl to the 

chair, and the meeting was opened by rending a portion (If Scripture, 
The lleport of the Committee was read by the Rev. Dr. \Vilson, one 

of the Secretaries. 
This meeting was one of the most animating which \Ve h:we witnessed 

in Bombay. The attenclance was most 1·espectable, the speeches of the 
movers and seconders excellent, and the interest felt in the proceedings 
by all present intense. We once thought of giving a full report of it; 
but we must content ourselves by giving the address of Majo1· Jervis, 
the first delivered. 

"Many persons of those who have assembled on this interesting occa­
sion, could speak more to the purpose, if they woultl-though I fep.l per­
suaded there are none who feel mo1·e intense concern in the promotion 
of the object for which we are now met, than the party who addresses you. 
lt has exercised understandings of no ordinary power,-it has called 
forth resources of no unimpassioned eloquence,-it has elicitecl appeals 
of no common-place tenderness, and therefo1·e might be supposed to leave 
little for us, for any, to expatiate on, which has not been ah-endy far 
better told by others. But no-that theme, inexhaustible as the prnise 
of Him with whom it originates,-the \'Vorel of God, still retains all the 
freshness of its first dict11tion ;-and will continue to hang on the dying 
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lips or every follower of the Redeeme1·, to be resumed only with more 
exalted emotions of delight, in other, happier realms, whe1·e sin and 
death shall cease to 11fflict and to affect us. 

" I have heard it asserted by competent Orientalists, and I believe with 
truth, that Asiatics have no term to express 9r11titude, and I have listened 
nnd smiled at the complacency with which some of my count1·yme11, who 
were deeply skilled in foreign languages dilated on the privileges of 
that peculiar comfort, which we Britons perhaps understand more 
tliroughly than any other nation: hut for which none, not excepting our 
most accomplished continental neighbours, the French have any corre­
sponding term, or even idea. Is it that we are really the only grateful 
11eople; or, is it that we alone know 1·ightly how to use, to itpprcciate, 
nnd to signify ou1· sense of the blessings confel'l'ecl on us? ls it that we 
nlone, of all the nations of the earth, have discoverecl the true Source of 
those blessi11gs, and the proper language in which our wondrous obliga. 
tions are to be communicated to our fellow-men, and wafted with joyous 
hallelujahs to theii· Author? Oh sacred beloved treasure,-whence we 
derive the lhst dii·ect cognizance of ourselves and the great Giver of all! 
Oh rich fountain,-whence flows all our comfort; the trne spring of all 
ou1· lrnowledge; the proper effectual remedy for all our necessities and 
distresses; the j!;Oltlen link in that chain of love, which binds each one 
of us to his neighhour,-a wo1·m of the dust to infinite Deity,-and God 
to man !-what do we not owe to thee? 

"Let us severally advert to our in1lividual position in society, in t11e 
'l'l'Orld, in the countless throngs of beinl!,'s, in all the ages of time, standing 
in the presence of l-1 im, with whom a thousand years are but as a day,­
that great and good Being, who is emphatically, the same resterday, to­
day, and for ever.-Let us remembe1· ou1· own place among our follow­
men. Let us consider our mutual relation to, and dependence on others, 
whose privileges are no less than ou1· own. Let ns 1·eflect on the part 
we are calle1l on to take in the great scheme of social duty and 1·esponsi. 
bility-on the station we occupy, as rulers or subjects; as masters or 
servants; :1s dispensers as well as recipients of the Divine goodness; as 
teachers and expounders, as well as scholars and hearers of the glad 
tidings of the Gospel: what are not om· individual obligations? 

"Yet greate1·, if I may be permitted so to speak, infinitely greater, nre 
those oLlig·ations, which we should itscrihe to that \Vord, collectively, as 
n people, entrnsted, as Britain is, with so large a share in the adminis­
trative functions of sovereignty throughout the earth. If such be our 
influence o,·er the cabinets of other Eurnpean powers-confederate only 
fo1· selfish aggrnntlizement, anct the destruction or restrictio11 of liberty: 
if such be our command in questions affecting the eventual condition of 
the entire human race, that leg-islators defer to us for the first initiative: 
-if such be the consequence of our national counsels that upon them, as 
n first move, depen1l the issues of that last and decisive development of 
political comhim1tion fOI' the uni\·ersal diffusion of Divine trnth, or the 
antagonist principles of idolatry, superstition and atheism. \Vhat 110 we 
not owe to this sacred volume, which brings us together, which directs 
and warms our hearts, and gil'es unison to all that deserves a record in 
the annals of Histol'y? 

" In this, or in that, view of the subject :-as individuals-as members 
of society-as a people, any tongue woulct fail to expl'ess how much we are 
indebted to the first principles of our religion fo1· e,•ery advantage 1re 
possess in this, and nil time to come. \Vhether it be the submission of 
self-will OI' intellect to the milder dictrttcs of order and humility; ,fhether 
it be the deference of passion or puwer to the calme1· injunctions of reason 
and authority; the,e a1·e the genuine characteristics of its teaching, and 
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such the ma~ter-key to that striking eupe1·iol'ity wl1ich we po11sess in all 
mutters of this present existt>nco. It belongs to the beloved meesengera 
of the Gospel to tell of its subserviency to g-reater enrls, and the record 
of that great .Exemplar wlio consummated his pity to an un1leserving 
w01·ld, Ly a sacrifice unparalleled, inap1,reciably great and aff'ecting, and 
therefore immeasurably beyond the 1·ea,·h of the most unbounded gratitude. 
li'ho, hut the Holy Spirit, could enable us to d<'rive true comfort from 
this so stupendous an effort of lo,·e and condescension? Yet, the Divine 
word pennits us 1n·operly to understallll and fully to express it :-and 
here, alone, the ideas of grlltitude and comfo,·t find an unequivocal intel­
ligil,le representation. W <mid that we all realized in our hearts, and 
with its great Author deferred every personal consideration to the con­
straining necessity we are under, to go, and proclaim its chee1·ing purpo1·t 
to every soul around us. 

"A missionary-Oh! I have heard tl.at name pronounced with scorn, 
an1l by female lips: yet who is under more signal obligation to such a 
character, than \Voman ? 01· what members of society so elevated by 
Christianity, 11s British females? Yes, He that dear Friend and Saviour, 
who sticketh closer than a brother, was the first of that denomination. 
He came from his Father's thrnne, to this lower world, on a mission or 
love and mercy, breathing nothing but charity and good will to those who 
n~ither knew nor regarded him, and He still entreats us to hear him and 
live. Can any treat his humble emissaries with aught uut respect f they 
may err,-they may faint ;-they may perish ;-but their Mastt!I' lives fo1· 
ever ;-and so long as eternity shall endu1·e, his prnise will be sung by 
them, as J,y the lll}'l"iads rescued, in his gracious purposes, from the 
depths of iniquity and destruction, while the angels respond to them with 
never-ending adoration, 

" Hut whilst we know whence our benefits accure to us, indiviclually, 
and collecti,·ely, we o,·erlook the mighty spring of all comfort, and nil 
that distinguishes and adorns the Cl11·is~i1,a character; p1·efel'l'ing to fall 
down and slal'ishly worship at the feet of that mighty image, Self, whose 
head is Mammon, and whose feet stand on a perishing world :-that 
delusive idol which the Prince of this world lifts up to the admiring gaze· 
or his unhap11y devotees-and this, is ou1· gratitude. lVhil_e such are the 
lessons inculcated hy Scripture: obedience to authority, love and charity 
to all, simplicity, disinte1·estedly sympathidng in all the necessities and 
sorrows of our fellow-creatures afte1· the pattern of Him who folt and 
suffere,l in all points like ourselves-we deprecate its introduction as a 
means of erlucation, ancl l{O to the muddy pools of men's understan ,ling, 
choosing rather to be dictate,l to by the world than the Author of all 
truth and all reason. Such inexplici1hle folly can only find excuse in 
ignorance and the aversion of 0111· nature to that sacred truth which 
admits of no compromise. Those, then, who plead for tlie exclusion of 
Scl'ipt11l'e, may be saiil in the fulness of their gratitude to dep1·ive their 
neighbour of the only soli1l comfort which can enlighten the untutored 
mirul, soothe the pressu1·e of present affliction, 01· hear up his spirit in 
the last closing ll'i;ol of mortality-a resource which rightly applied ,dll 
bring him throu~h all the difficulties of his present existence, till hope 
shall be change,! into reality anti the faith of the believer be made per­
fect in fruition." 

The concluding sentences of this address should be deeply ponrlered.­
Bombay Cl11·istinn Spectator, 




