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MAY, 1841.

I.—The Coles.

The revolutions which have lately taken place on the borders of the British
Asiatic dominions have brought to notice hill tribes, many of whom a few years
ago were but partially known, and awakened an interest iu the public mind,
which, if properly directed to the advancement of civilization and the diffusion
of the Christian faith, may in the course of time vepair the ravages of war and
render the vanguished mountaineers prosperous and happy under the rule of
their new masters. Already botanists, geologists and antiquaries have penetrated
the dense forests of the newly conquered lands, and considerably enlarged the
sphere of knowledge by giving publicity to their praiseworthy researches. Much
energy, property and life have thus been expended iun the promotion of science,
and been productive of results which must be highly gratifying to every enlighten-
ed mind ; butliitle or nothing has been done to enrich these neglected tribes with
the blessings of sacred truth. The religious famine which has raged for centuries
that are past is felt in all its keen severily at the present hour. Whether it
shall rage for ages to come and the bread of life shall not be given, remains
with the disciples of Christ to delermirre.

To describe the condition of all the mountain rangers and the facilities
afforded for the propagation of the gospel among them would be a task too
difficult to accomplish, The following observations refer only to the Coles.

Their country is in the province of Bahar, and taking Chyebassa as the
mean, is situated in 22° 36’ north latitude, and, 86° 40’ east longitude. That
part of it inhabited by the Lurka tribe, and designated Colehan Proper, is an
extensive tract of land elevated above the level of the sea two thousand feet, and
averaging in length from north to south sixty miles and fifty in breadth. The
adjoining district, in which are to be found the Moonda and Dhangar tribes,
mingled with Hindus and followers of the prophet, may be about thé same
dimensions,  Hills composed of clayslate, elinkstone, coarse granite and quartz
of different kinds, are scaltered over the face of the country, rising from five
hundred to a thousand feet above the plains; wooded in most places to the
summils, and iutersected by valleys, many of which are exceedingly beautiful :
they greatly contribute to improve and enrich the scenery. On some of these
mountains excellent iron is procured in large quantities. DMany parts of the
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266 The Coles. May,

country are vich in soil and yield the husbandmen an ample recompense for
bis lubour. Some spots have the appearance of an English park, but other
places are rocky and barren, producing little besides brushwood and jungle.
The following list of a few of the productions will shew, though imperfectly,
the capabilities of the land. Those marked * are at present found only in the
gardens of Europeans, in which is to be seen almost every species of flower.

Maize, wheat, rice and several kinds of pulse.
Oil, coffee* and lobacco plants; cotlon, silk, wild indigo, and arrowroot.
b 'l'he&vine*, peach®, pineapple, mango, plantain, gooseberry, strawberry®, rasp-
erry, &ec.
’1‘1):e yam, potatoe, cabbage, colliflower*, carrot, onion, turnip, bean*, pea*, &c.
Trees used for timber, an excellent bamboo, sall, tunc and a species of oak resem-
bling the English cak.

This list might be considerably extended, but it is sufficiently large to convey
an idea of the nature of the soil,

The country is watered by many streams, in which are to be found jasper and
quartz of ull shades and colours, and a few washings of gold, but gold of an
inferior kind. Being nearly dry in the hot-season, and running in rapid tor-
rents during the rains, these streams are not navigable,

The want of water-carriage and the bad state of the roads, (if roads they can
be called, for they are in the worst possible condition, and the guides are in
danger of losing their way,) deprive the inhabitants of the advantages which
they might derive by sending their produce to distant markets,

To lake aize, wheat, rice, or other commodities to Calcutta for exporlation
or immediate sale, while the roads are in their present state, is t0o expensive to
afford a prospect of reasonable gain. The natural consequence is that the Coles
cultivate little more land than is sufficient 1o supply their own necessities : vast
forests strelching mile after mile are wholly resigned to beasts of prey.  As the
revenue is raised from a tax on cultivated land, and has not hitherto delrayed
one-tenth of the government expenses, if the making of good roads would not
in the course of time greatly benefit the country and enrich the Company itself,
is a subject wortly of much thought, and cannot be too forcibly pressed on the
atlention of the rulers of India. Such roads would give a stimulus to dustry
and induce the people to clear extensive tracts of land which, without such a
stimulus, will in all human probability lie waste to the end of the world.

The climate may be considered salubrious, for though in the hot-season
the heat during the day is occusionally excessive, at this period, indeed through
the whole of the year, the nights are cool and refreshing. T'he rains are seldom
heavy. Instead of pouring down in ceaseless torrents they fall in gentle showers,
but they bring with them violent storms proceeding from the north-west, which
are sowetimes very destructive both to property aud life : still this season is
not, as in other parts of India, unhealthy,

The cold-weatlier is unattended by those damp chilly blasts felt in the plains,
and those dense mists and fogs which so frequently place the inhabitunts of
Calcutta, in something very much like an Egyptian darkness. DMorning,
noon and eve the heavens are perfectly serene, and the cold refreshing and
dry braces and invigorates the frame ; few countries are more delightful than the
Colehan at this season of the year.

But to the above statement Chyebassa and the adjacent villages form an
exception. They are occasionally visited with cliolera, fever and small-pox,
especially with the last diseuse, which has conlinued year after year to commit
extensive ravages, The late Dr, Henderson and his successor, Dr. MacCrae
have paid every attention to the sick Coles, but it is much to be lamented that
these people, depending almost entirely for the restoration of their health on sa-
crifices offered Lo the gods, have in too many instances neglected the taking of
medicine, and numerous deaths have consequently ensued, where in all proba-
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bilitydife might have been prolonged, so that the humane intentions of these
gentlemen have been too frequently disappointed.

Notwithstanding, in visiting the hovels of the aflicted poor, giving and pre-
scribing suitable medicine, they have persevered in the face of every discourage-
ment, and thus shown that their humanity was not a mere impulse but a part
of their nature. Chyebassa and its vicinily wear an aspect widely different from
the rest of the country.  On the adjacent range of rocky hills scarcely n tree is
to be seen, and the plain is stony and barren ; the rays of the sun failing on such
land must render the heat during the day in the hot-season excessively great :
this may account, though not wholly, in some measure for the prevalence of
sickness in these villages.

To obtain an estimate of the population is exceedingly difficult. The following
is given not with confidence in ity perfect correctness, but under the impression
if there be errors, they are on the safer side, that instead of being fixed too high
the number will perhaps be found somewhat too low.

The Lurka, the largest tribe,...ccecierierrenecencies ionnsiiesenanieseses 60,000
T'he Moonda and Dhangar, each thirty or forty,ce.. . coveeeeecensenn. 60,000

Total population,... 120,000

The villages are small and scattered, containing from twenty to sixty houses
built of mud or plaited bamboo and thatched with long jungle grass ; they cannot
be said 10 be beautiful as there is scarcely the least degree of order about them.

In many parts of the country, attached to each dwelling is a garden contain-
ing maize, oil and tobacco plants, the cotton tree and vegetables.

The Coles are above the middle height and well proportioned ; their com-
plexion, which is without variety of shade, is somewhat durker than that of the
people in the lowland provinces. They have been represented as related to
the Holtentot family, but the general absence of high cheek-bones, thick lips,
small half-closed eyes and woolly hair leaves not the shadow of probability for
such conjecture. Neither can they be said to bear any affinity to the Tartar
race, for in personal appearance and bodily conformation they resemble the
inhabitants of Bengal and Upper India.

Their raiment is of the most primitive kind ; the dress of the poor is a slip of
rag fastened round the loins, scarcely sufficient to conceal their nakedness,
measuriog a yard in length and eleven inches in breadih. The lower and
higher extremities of the body are left uncovered. The rich possess many suits
of apparel, but seldom put on their finery except when they go to festivals and
funerals. Their usual dress consists of a piece of good cotton cloth, much larger
than that of their indigent neighbours, and a loose upper garment made of the
same material, but they frequently throw off the latter. The men as well as
the women allow their hair to grow long ; it is combed backward and twisted
up into a large knot which is fastened with an iron pin. Though indifferent to
clothing, and encumbered with little more than the dwellers in Eden put on
when shame dictated he propriety of dress, they are very fond of earrings,
necklaces, and bracelets, and seem to consider them of much importance to the
improvement of their persoual appearance.

Their food, did it not differ from that of their neighbours in the plains,
would scarcely be deserving of notice. They eat rice, fish, beef, mutton, the
flesh of goats, fowls, pigs, hares and deer, &ec. &c.

Though the writer does not presume 1o enter into a discussion about the
source from which their languages are derived, or about their relative poverty
and richness, not having had sufficient opportunities to form a correct judgment
on a subject so important, the following list of words from one of them may
serve to shew that they are really distinct from the other languages of India.

2nN2
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man, horo, zood, bugee. ear, lotur,
father, aba. white, puba. hand, tihi.
mother, ai. sun, singbongo. arm, supu.
younger bro- moon, charoo. foot, kata.
ther, bokko. star, ipilko. leg, booleo.
elder brother, barinj. day, singi. chest, kusam.
tiger, koola. night, ninda. stick hapa.
dog, seta. earth, hassa. sword, taranri.
bird, chere, water, da. bow, ah.
fish, hai. fire, singel, arrow, Far.
cow, uri. mountain,  buru, axe, kapi.
horse, sadom. river, ikir, one,
fowl, sim, house, ora. two, berié,
master, gomki. grass, tassa. three, apia.
bachelor, dangna. salt, bulum. four, upunra.
married man, arandi. raw-rice, chanli. five, morea.

, aing. boiled-rice, mandi. six, turnia.
thou, am. eye, men. seven, ca.

e, al, nose, mu. eight, iralia.
we, alle. mouth, moka, nine, auva.
you, api. this, inu. ten, gelea,
they, ako. that, en, P

The time which the Coles devote to labour, is employed in the cultivation
of the soil to procure a maintenance for themnselves and families. Like other
people in the early stages of civilization, their implements are of rough make
and ancient date. Their spades, shovels, carts, ploughs, harrows and thrashing
instruments are of the same construction at the present hour as they have proba-
bly been during many generations that are passed.

Those who possess two or more ploughs are in comfortable circumstances,
and generally employ a low caste of Hindus called ghasses to cultivate their
land and attend their cattle.

The tax on the plough, though oppressively great under their own chiefs, has
since the country was subjected 1o British sway been considerably reduced ;
which has contributed much 10 promote the agricultural interests, and to recon-
cile the minds of the people to the Company’s rule.

It is a fact, the existence of which is to be deplored, that the women instead
of being left to the management of household aflairs, and the rearing of their
children, are much employed in out-door work, in digging, waltering, weeding
and reaping the fields, and collecting fire-wood in the jungles,

Many of the Dhangar Coles who reside in the district of Chota Nagpore, are
employed as bearers of burden 1o Calcutta and other parts of India. Hun-
dreds of these, allured by expectations which are never likely to be realized, have
been induced to engage themselves as free-labourers to the 1sle of France ; or in
other words, have in the simplicity of their nature resigned the liberty and few
comforts which they possessed on their nalive hills, for the lot of the slave,
hard fare and unrelenting tyranny.

To hear the parents, brothers, or sisters, who have lost a member of their
family in this nefarious atteinpt to revive the traftic in human flesh, tell you
they ind a son or a brother who left them three or four years ago, of whom
they have not heard a word since, and to behold the despair which is pictured
in their countenance, while with a choked utterance and eyes suffused with tears
they make inquiries of every European they may chance to see, is enough to
break a heart of stone. It 1s 1o be hoped that Great Britain, after having given
twenty millions to suspend the lash, stop the shedding of African gore, and
hush the woes of other lands, will still maintain thie rectitude of her principles
and the sacredness of her humanity, and speedily pass an actto prohibit for
ever exportations from the shores of India, which, whatever may be said, are
really designed to perpetuate this system of atrocious wickedness.
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The sports and pastimes of the Coles differ little from 1hose of other people.
Their games at throwing and beating the ball are like those which are played
in Europe. In the numerous pools and streams, which contain excellent fish
of many kinds in great abundance, they may occasionally be seen fishing.

Cock-fighting—an amusement which seems to have prevailed in most nations,
and to have been long perpetuated in England and elsewhere in defiance of the
many prohibilory laws enacted against it, and to have been considered disre-
putable only when the wide-spreading influence of education and the Christian
faith compelled barbarity to give place to humanity—is an amusement of which
the Coles and the people in the neighbouring jungles are exceedingly fond.
The cocks, instead of being armed with steel or silver spurs, are furnished with a
weapon whose sharp end resembles the blade of a pen-knife, the other end
is of blunt iron and roughly cut with a file so as to admit of being fastened
tichtly to the foot with thin cord. They have somelimes as many as twenty
battles going on together ; the scene of the fight is generally on the village
green, which is densely thronged by persons from the surrounding hamlets.

They love to trap, hawk and shoot, quail, partridge, snipe and olher birds ;
but are most passionately fond of the chase: this affords (hem the highest
excitement and the greatest pleasure.

After the harvest has been galhered in, armed with matchlocks, bows and
arrows, spears, battle-axes and shields, multitudes go forth into the neighbouring
jungles and forests where they remain for days enjoying their favourite sport.
The objects of their pursuit are the hare, fox, antelope, red deer, barking deer,
wild hog, wild bufialo, leopard, hy=na, bear and tiger. Tor these they beat
about the bushes with spirits that are strangers to fear. Should the animal make
a stand they prepare (o receive him with their deadly weapons ; should he fly,
they pursue him over hill and dale with a boldness and ardour which seem to
increase with the dangerto which they are exposed, and seldom fail, with
well-shot balls or arrows, to cut short his existence.  Afler the sports of the
day they encamp on the banks of some flowing stream where they cook and
eat their simple repast.

Then beuins here the well-timed, lively and graceful dance to the sound of
fife, fiddle, pipe, and drum ; there a mullitude of voices are raised in sincing
the lover's, the shepherd’s or huntsman’s song ; onward many glowing fires
burn surrounded by little groups listening to some well-told tale, and teslifying
their interest in the story by merry peals of langhter; far distant from these
light-hearted sons are the sage fathers sitting like so many Dutchmen talking of
the affairs of the day or probably of the state, and brightening their intellects
with long draughts of home-brewed beer and the sacred perfumes of tobacco.
Thus the evening is past and the night far spent before they rest to refresh
themselves for the pleasures of the coming day.

From the above statement it will be perceived that dancing is an exercise
in which the Coles frequently engage ; and at this there can scarcely be any
surprise, for it appears to have been one of the earliest amusements dictated
by nature or invented by man to give expression to joyous and elevated feel-
ings. The savage living in primeval woods, far distant from the usages of
civilized life, will occasionally have a jig with his rude companions and endeavour
to keep time, if not to the sounds of music, to the emotions of a merry heart.
The Coles never celebrate their festivals and weddings without dancing, but their
grand assemblies are at great fairs, where many villages meet, each with its flag
flying and music playing, amounting on some occasions lo twenly thousand
persons. The dance is conducted in the following maunner. Females with
their arms united or clasped round each other’s waists, form a semicircle com-
posed of from twenty to a hundred persons, behind which the males arranged
in the same way form another. Thus semicircle after semicircle is formed till
the musicians who stand in front strike up the tnne to which the dancers move
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with singular grace and beauly, maintaining in their gestures the strictest deco-
rum.

Much has been truly said and powerfully written against the indecent
manner in which the dance is occasionally performed among Europeans;
but while it is conducted with the moral propriely and good sense shown by the
Coles it will never become a national calamity or a personal disgrace, but con-
tinue to be an amusement fraught with much innocent pleasure.

The Coles enter the married state not so early in life as the inhabitants of
Bengal, seldom before sixteen ; some whose limiled means render them unable
to give the required dowry remain bachelors to as late a period as twenty-five
aud thirty. In a village adjacent to the military station of Chyebassa a con-
course of people was collected to witness the celebration of a wedding. Amid
this interesting assembly a fine Jooking man, apparently about twenty-eight,
holding in his arms a beautiful child, was asked what was the age of his son.
There was immediately a general titter, which much embarrassed and rendered
him unable for a second or two to reply to this simple qnestion, when he said
that the boy was not his son but lis nephew. Delighting to tease him the
people cried aloud he is a bachelor, and how can he be married for he has no
cattle. The young man walked quietly away, fain to escape their raillery, when
others who remained in the stale of single blessedness for the same reason were
officiously pointed out by the laughing crowd.

Spinsters are to be found of a similar age. If plain, for the Coles are not
indifferent to personal appearance, they may have kept their first eslate owing
to the want of suitors and an opportunily to change. If beautiful, and some of
them are so considered, fathers talce advantage of their charms by fixing the
number of cattle exceedingly high, so that lovers must have the industry,
ardour and seven years’ patience of Jacob to furnish the stipulated dowry.

Marriage is universally respected and honoured, the young of both sexes
look forward to it as an event which is believed will greally coutribute to
enhance their earthly blessedness. That celibacy may be endured they can
readily. comprehend, but that it should by any class ot persons be deliberately
chosen they have not the least notion.

Polyeamy is known, but does not prevail so extensively as among Hindus
and followers of the prophet : few persons have more than one wile,

The second marriage of widows is common, and considered in no way less
respectable than their first union.

The taking to wile the childless widow of a deceased brother to perpetuate the
memory of the departed, that his name be not put out of lsrael, which the
Iiebrews practised during the old dispensation, is at this day observed by the
Coles.

Though parents are anxious to see the dignity of the family increased by the
alliances their children form, and do not withhold what is thought proper advice,
they wisely leave the young people to choose their mates.  Papas and mamas,
who have outlived all the generous magnanimity of youth and arrived at the
last pitch of earthly-mindedness, compelling the children of their bosom to
form mercenary marriages by which they are plunged into the deepest wretched-
ness and woe, are monsters which have not yet visited the country of the Coles,
and long may it be preserved (rom their delestable presence.

Wooing in this portion of the human race is ofa simple kind, and unattended
with that epistolary lore thought needful by some to keep remembrance awake.
Wlhen a youth bas seen a damsel whose pleasing image engages his daily
thoughts and interrupts his hours of repose, he embraces an early opportunity
to acquaint her with the troubles of his heart. Should the maiden graciously
reply to the anxious swain he sends a few of his friends to her parents to ask
her in inamiage. Should the old people, who always consult the inclinations of
the dainsel, consent to the union, the messengers are invited to remain for the
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day to be feasted with the best the house affords. A short time afterwards
the parents of both parties meet to appoiut the day when the nuptials ure o be
celebrated and the amount of dowry which is to be given for the bride. The
dowry varies according to an individual’s means, from 12 1o 60 head of cattle.

On the appointed day the bride proceeds with her family and friends
nccompanied with music and dancing to the house of the bridegroon, who,
attended in the same manner, meets her on the way and eonducts her homewards.
The procession stops in front of the bridegroom’s house, where his mother, or,
in the absence of her, some near feniale relation washes the bride’s feet.

After the performance of this ceremony the bride and her friends retire about
two hundred yards from the dwelling, wherea feast has been prepared for them :
here they remain enjoying themselves during the day. ‘The evening and greater
part of the night are devoted 10 singing, music and dancing. In the morning
the wedding takes place; the bride isseated on a small stool made of cane,
the bridegroom puts before her a dish of cooked rice or other food, which she
touches, and then anoints her head with oil. Thus are they made husband and
wile, to have and to hold, to love and to cherish till death do them part.

At childbirth the mother, with the father and midwife, is considered to be in
a state of uncleanness and separated from her elder children, relations and
friends till the days of her purification be accomplished, The process of
purification is commenced on the eighth day after the birth of the child by
bathing, and completed on the appearance of the new moon by giving a feast to
the (amily connexions.

The custom has existed during many generations that are past and been
perpetuated to the present without exciting the least inquiry, so that no infor-
mation can now be procured respecling its origin or the period of its adoption,
It will Le observed that it differs from the purification of Hebrew women men-
tioned in thetwelfth chapter of the book of Leviticus. To affirm therefore that it
took its rise (rom the same source, divine appointment, and in the lapse of ages
hus changed to its present form would, in the absence of more specific intelli-
gence, be little less than presumption. ’

Those however who believe that true religion has overspread the earth, and
that evident traces of its progress are to be seen in the sinks of Hinduism and
every system of superstition which prevails at the present day, will perhaps find
no difliculty in affirming that the patriarchs, or the immediate followers of
Jesus, once dwelt on the mountains in the country of the Coles, and that their
sojourn is placed beyond the shadow of a doubt by the faint reseinblance which
subsists between the two modes of purification.

The ceremony of naming takes place when the child is about a year old, and
is performed in the following manner. The father having taken four seeds into
his hand throws them one by one inlo a jar of water, pronouncing each time a
name, lll one floats on the surface, which is chosen as the name of the child,
Should they all sink, the perforinance of the ceremony is postponed till a more
auspicious day. The name given to the child is generally that of a friend of
the family.

There 1s a kind of sponsorship which it may here be proper to notice. The
godfather promises to administer to the wants of the child in poverty, to sympa-
thize with him in distress and in sickness, to offer sacrifices for the restoration
of his health. [t is creditable to the humanity of the Coles, and must be highly
gratifying to every benevolent nind, that these engagements are not considered
a matter of empty form, The godfathers manifest on all occasions, even during
the most painful vicissitudes of fortune, a parental solicitude in the welfare of
their youthful charge, which the young people requite with filial affection,
endeavouring when adversity overlakes their kind benefactors to relieve their
necessities, assuage their griefs, and restore their accustomed gladness : thus
proving that man, how low soever in the scale of civilization, has still a heart,
and that affection really felt and wisely shown has been the way to itin all
conditions, ages and climes.
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Rites of burial. That his remains will be respected, not rudely touched, and
a place of sepulchre assigned them, is an expectation the dying cherish aud
which the living seldom fail to perform. It is to the honour of human nature
that few instances can be named of the remains even of an enemy having been
abused, but many are recorded of victors digzing graves on the field of batile
for their own dead and those of the vanquished, where with every revengeful
feeling hushed, and speaking only of the heroic deeds of the slain, and the sol-
dier-like manner in which they fell in their country’s cause, they have laid
their foes side by side in the tomb with their companions in arms,  Whatever
may have been the hostility which men have manifested towards each other
while living, few monsters have carvied their rancour to the mouth of the grave.
When such monsters have appeared, lamenting their inability to follow the
victims through eternity whom they persecuted to the death, they have exposed
themselves to universal execration.

When a Cole is dead the family array the body in the best raiment they
can aflord, and decorate it with ornaments and flowers, and seating themselves
around begin their lamentations. When the friends and relations are assem-
bled, the corpse placed on the bed, is borne by women out of the house to the
funcral pile, which has been prepared iu the yard at a short distunce from the
dwelling, and the fire is kindled amid renewed wailings,  In the morning
the bones which remuin are collected into an earthen jar and in a few days
afterwards are buried. The graves, in length proportionable to the stature of the
deceased, are about two f{eet wide and two deep, They are generally situated
in the midst of the villaze under the shade of tamarind trees. A small quantity
of cooked rice is deposited at the bottom of the tomb, and the jar containing the
ashes is placed with the mouth downwards over them. The grave is then filled,
and a large slab of stone thrown over i1, supported at each corner by a pillar in
heizht about 12 inches. Besides sepulchres the Coles frequently place in fields
and conspicuous situations large single stones in the ground standing upright as
monuments to perpetuate the memory and virtuous deeds of the departed.

Seeing events transpire which create alarm, sickness, desolation and death over-
spreading the earth, apprehending that the calamities which have befalien others
may speedily overtake himself, and feeling sensible of his own impotence to avert
impending dangers, man, even in the earliest stages of society, looks for protec-
tion to wisdom and power which he thinks to be more than human. Hence
unenlightened nations have Delieved in the existence of superior beings, the
authors of evil and the dispensers of good, whose anger was to be appeased and
whose favour was to be propitiated by ceremonies, sacrifices and prayers.

The above is descriptive of the state of the Coles, for though they have made
some progress in civilization, their superstition is the offspring ot a barburous
age, and has been perpetuated 10 the present day without undergoing the least
change,

Their views of the attributes of the god Singbongo (the sun) are exceedingly
confused. They believe that he sees and knows all things, but when asked, as
during the night he did not appear, how he could see and know all things, they
replied, though he himself did not appear, the moon and stars, members of his
family did, and they looked out for him. )

During health and prosperity thiey never trouble Singbongo, but in adversity
and sickness offer sacrifices for the removal of distress and the restoration ot
health., Tn the first instance they offer a fowl, should the sick person not svon
recover, they present after short intervals, agoat, pig, sheep and buffalo, and
should he not be restored after the sacrifice of a buffalo all hope of his recovery
is relinquished. ]

Sacrifices are generally offered under the shade of a tree, or in an open place
as in a field, and presented in the following manner, The worshipper kneels
down aud frequently repeats the name of Singbongo, after which he kills the
anima), and when the blood has ceased flowing carries it home, cooks and eats it.
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In addition to the sun, they worship a number of minor deities, and ghosts
which are belicved 1o reside on the summits of mountains, but all their gods are
regarded rather as the authors of evil than the dispensers of good, and are
consequently more dreaded than loved.

Counsidering the views which the Coles entertain of sin, and their utler igno-
rance of the divinely appointed medium through which it can be forgiven, they
may be designaled a people that are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death,

A belief in witcheraft prevails universally among the inhabitants of the Cole-
han, and has been productive of the greatest calamities. The number of persons
that have fallen a sacritice to this horrid superstition it is impossible 1o estimate,
and the unrclenting cruelly by which the unfortunate indiwviduals have been
doomed to suffer the most painful of deaths is a sad proof of the power which
blindness of mind can exert over the heart; that it can quench every kindly
emotion and give birth to the most infernal passions.

The persons suspected of witchcraft are generally spiteful and ill-tempered,
or shrivelled and ugly old women. After they have been convicted by the
wilch-finders, a set of men thought to be endowed with a spirit of superior dis-
cernment, they are massacred without the least ceremony or mercy, and the
awlul scene does not always terminate with their death ; sometimes the whole
family or all the persons residing in the same dwelling are indiscriminately
murdered.

A singular custom relating to this subject may here be mentioned. It is
usuval when a man has killed a witch to go in the evening through the village
and give the door of every house three strokes with his battle-axe as 2 summons
to the inmates to bring some wood to burn the body. DBelieving they have
been delivered from an enemy who had proved herself unfit to live, and that
the man bas performed a worthy deed who has cut short her career of deadly
mischief ; elated with joy the people issue forth and obey the summons without
the least compunction of sorrow. DBut since the country has been subjected 1o
the Company’s sway the number of deaths has greatly decreased. The wisdom
and rectitude with which the British authorities have administered justice to put
down this crying evil, and the happy results with which their humane endea-
vours have been attended, eannot be too highly praised.

From the prevalence of this horrible superstition it will perhaps be inferred
by some that the Coles are raised in the scale of being litile above the beasts of
the field, but a very limiled acquaintance with the history of witcheraft in the
enlightened nations of Europe will serve to correct such a mistake.

An affirmation that a person had visited St. Peter’s at Rome, and heard the
venerable Pontiff instead of expounding the gospels issuing bulls for the detec-
tion and punishment of witches, would, in 1841, be deemed a flicht of fancy not
to be tolerated in sober prose, butit was no fiction in 1484. Then Innocent
VII. issued a bull for this very purpose, which was enforced by the successive
bulls of Alexander VI. 1494; Leo X. 1521 ; and Adrian VI, 1522,

It is horrifying to relate the massacres which followed the publication of these
bulls,

In the short space of three months, during the year 1515, five hundred were
burnt alive in Geneva ; in Wurtzburg from 1627 to 1629, one hundred and
filty-seven perished in the same manuer; and about this period one thousand
were execuled in the diocese of Como. It has been estimated that thirly
thousand were put to death in England, and not less than one hundred thou-
sand in Germany. In other countries the execution of witches was of frequent
occurrence. The practice was nothowever confined to the age in which popery
maintuined universal and undisputed sway ; it continued long after the Refor-
mation, In England during the year 1716, Mrs. llickes and her daughter,
nine years of age, were hanged for selling their souls to the devil, and raising
a storm by pulling off stockings and making e lalher of soap,

VOL. 1I. 20
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_One was put to death in Scotland es lale as 1722. “ She was, according to
Sir Walter Scolt, an insene old woman, who had so little idea of her situation
as to rejoice at the sight of the fire which was destined to consume her. She
had & daughter lame both of hands and feet—a circumstance attributed to the
:jvitch:f having been used to transform her into a pony and get her shod by the

evil,

Almost every country has contributed a chapter to this history of human
folly, shewing thal the relics of barbarous times long-retain their hold on the
minds of people in a high state of civilization, and that ages of progressive im-
provement in religion, literature and science are required to blot then out of
the national creed.

In the Colehan the commission of suicide is of frequent occurrence. Per-
sons having been unkindly treated or greatly distressed, a man having
had a slight difference with a member of his family, a woman having had the
least repronch undeservedly cast upon her honour, are some of the numer-
ous causes of the perpetration of this fearful crime.

The extreme difficully of preserving the lives of individuals resolved on self-
destruction must be apparent to all, When a man goes voluntarily to inflict
upon himself the last punishment assigned by penal codes, how is he to be re.
strained by the terror of law » The most the magistrate can do is to procure
speedy intelligence of his intention, and adopt measures which reason and hu-
manity dictate to bring him into a better state of mind, to endeavour to remove
what has rendered existence a burden, and restore Lhim again to what made life
a blessing. The persons to whom the government of the country has been
entrusted are men of enlightened benevolence, who take a real interestin the
welfare of the people, and adopt every means Lo diminish the frequency of this
as well as of other crimes.

As oaths have been laken by all nations, and are thought by some persons to
be essential o the administration of justice, it may not be uniuteresting to
mention that, in courts of judicature, the Coles swear by the skin of a tiger, be-
lieving, it is said, that should they bear false witness, this beast will one day
devour them.

Their language not being written, and the memory of all men being somewhat
forgetlul, evidence of accounts and numbers is necessarily given as in the
earliest stages of society by knots tied on a string, or notches cut in a slick,~—a
practice like that of the far-famed Robinson Crusoe.

The Coles have a tradition of the world having been destroyed by water, with
the exceplion of sixteen persons who were preserved to repeople the earth. A
similar account is found in the mythological history of most nations ; Fohi in
the Chinese, Sattivrata in the Indian, Xisuthrus in the Chaldzan, Ogyges and
Deucalion in the Greek mythology, have been recognised by muny as the Noah
of the sacred volume ; and hence the universality of the deluge has been inferred.
But whether or not these accounts prove that the inundalion was general is a
subject which cannot be discussed in a paper like the present.

1n the preceding parts of the paper, the reader has seen the Coles in their
labours, sporls and superstitions, and from the manner in which they conduct
themselves in these he may have already formed an opinion of their character.
As the subject however is one of much importance, it may be proper to enter
into a few particulars concerning it,

Respecting their disposition or indisposition to work, it may be remarked,
that industry if not created is supported by the prospect of reaping the fruits of
labour. Whenever a farmer fills his barns it is with the hope that at no distant

eriod he will have an opportunity to dispose advantageously of his stock, and
should he find the expense of conveying his produce to market too great to
enable him to compete with those who pay litle for carriage, being favoured
with good roads or navigable rivers, he will either soon quit his farm and take
another where he will nol have to contend with impossibilities, or in the event of



1841.] The Coles. 275

being unable or unwilling to leave it, confine his speculations to supplying
the wants of the immediate district in which he dwells. Should all his neighbours
be farmers placed in the same circumstances, he will cultivate as much of
his farm as will supply the wants of himself and family and allow the rest to
lie waste. This is precisely the situation of the Coles, and till it be changed
judgment respecting their idleness and industry must be suspended.

Stealing is a crime not unknown among the Coles, but comparing the com-
mittals to prison with those made in countries which have the same population,
they do not appear to have a greater propensily to rob than other people.

Drinking rice-beer is exceedingly common ; perhaps there is scarcely an indi-
vidual that can afford it who does not daily take a potation of this liquor, but
scenes of intoxication though sometimés are not frequently witnessed.

Respecting the purity of their conduct, the truth of their own declarations is
supported by the united testimony of Europeans, Hindus and Muhammadans,
who affirm that chastity is a virtue which distinguishes them both in married and
single life. One individual Cole, however who admitted that licentiousness was
unknown after wedlock, asserted that the grossest kind was allowed and prac-
tised before, As this person did not appear to be the best of characters himself,
and may have judged the morals of other people by his own, his assertion may
be dismissed without further remark, From the language of unmeasured praise
in which those who reside among them speak of their veracity,some would infer,
that their promises are never broken. Though the writer has met with no evi-
dence worthy of the least confidence, which would show the incorrectness of
such a conclusion, yet as the same cannot be said of any people already well
known, he thinks there may be facts which a further acquaintance with the Coles
may bring to light that will tend in some degree to qualify it, This however
may be affirmed without the least fear of contradiction from future discoveries,
that the love of truth is general, and that the Coles have little of that dastardly
mennness which begets the vice of constantly lying, and which is the great
characteristic of most of their Hindu neighbours in the plains.

Persons who have seen the Coles in action entertain very different opinions
of their character; some affirm that they are brave, and others declare that they
are cowards.

Though this may appear exceedingly strange, it is afier all perhaps only an
ambiguous use of words, and a little explanation may elucidate their mean-
ing. If being conquered be an indubitable @vidence of cowardice, the Coles can
lay no claim to the character of a brave people, for they have been overcome ;
but this is a conclusion which would comprehend some of the most valiant
armies that ever entered the field, and some of the most distinguished heroes that
have fallen in their country’s cause. Numbers, position, weapons and stores of
both armies must be duly considered before a correct opinion can be formed of
the character of the conquered. The Brilish force consisting of several regiments
of infantry and a proportionable number of cavalry, disciplined to use with
unexampled dexterity swords, carbines, firelocks, and great guns, was drawn up
against men almost naked and shivering with cold, bearing in their hands a bow
and battle-axe, When this army, dressed in broad cloth up to the chin, fed with
the best of the land, and carrying the most deadly weapons, approached in battle
array and poured volleys of ball and grape among the Coles, were they over-
whelmed with terror, did they immediately fly and give up the contestin despair?
No ; for two months they waged the war. Then why call them cowards? For
this very important reason, because they would not come down into the valley,
place themselves before the mouth of the guns, and partake of the juice of the
grape; but as wise men still maintained their advantageous position on the
declivity of the hills, where the trees sheltered them from much of the shot, and
afforded them opportunities of perpetually hiarassing and killing their foes.

1f facing danger and death, and maintaining the contest against a superior
force, to the last extre2mity,2be a proof of courage, the Coles though a conquered,

o



276 The Coles. [May,

are a brave race, and to give them their due can take nothing from British
valour which has triumphed in every part of the globe.

Tur FACILITIES AFFORDED FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL AMONG
THE CoLks.

1. The absence of caste.

The division of the people into distinct orders prevails among the Hindus,
making their occupations, customs, privileges and duties heriditary, allowing no
transition from one (o anolher, or a connexion between them by inarriage ; for-
bidding a man to assume the station in life which nature destined him to fill,
and condemning him from the day of his birth to the close of his existence to
pursue one particular line of conduct, from which lie cannot deviate without suffer-
ing (he keenest of all human woes, without being torn asunder from the dearest
ties, having the door of his home closed against him, and being sent adrift upon
the wide world, disowned by lis [riends, despised by his countrymen, and unfa-
voured with the sympathy of the slrangers among whom heis compelled to
wander. Such is the hard lot of the Hllindu who has transgressed the rules of
casle.

No institution was ever formed that afforded greater facilities to strengthen
the arm of oppression and uphold the reign of terror than caste, and the for-
midable barrier it has ever presented to the moral and religious improvement of
the people entitles it to be considered as one of the most baneful wiles of the
devil.

Besides Dbeing divided into three tribes, the Dhingar, Lurka and Moonda,
who occupy different districts of the country and are separated from each other
by the natural boundaries of their respective mountains, no division has taken
place among the Coles. The tribes may associate in the domestic circle, at
feasts and weddings, and may also intermarry. They are left indeced, as nature
designed they should be, free (o form (heir own connexions, o choose their
friends, occupations and food without the least reference to the arbilrary and
unwarrauted interference of a second party.

1le who knows any thing of the history of Christianity in India, the obstacles
with whicli it has to contend, will consider the absence of caste highly favourable
to any attempt which may be made to evangelize the Coles.

2. The absence of image worship.

This species of worship darkens the mind and corrupts the heart, Instead of
raising the thoughts and affections to (he Eternal, it brings before the view pic-
tures which enkindle in the soul the worst of passions; it represents every kind
of wickedness as a deed done by some god, and which may therefore be prac-
tised with impunity by man. The absolute dominion it sways over millions of
Ilindus, and the great hindrance it presents Lo the diffusion of the gospel among
them, must be well known.

¢ Jdolatry is not 1o be Jooked upon as a mere speculative error respecting
the object of worship, of little or no practical eficacy. Its hold upon the mind
of a fallen creature is most tenacious, its operation most exlensive, It is a cor-
rupt practical institution, iuvolving a whole system of sentiments and manners
which perfectly moulds and transforms its votaries. 1t modifies human nature
in every aspect under which it can be contemplated, being intimately blended and
incorporited with all ils perecptions of pood and evil, with all its infirmities,
passions and fears.  In a country like lndia, where it has been established for
ages, ils ramilications are so exlended as to come into contact with every mode,
and every incident of life.  Scarce a day, or an hour, passes with a Hhudu, in
which by the abstinences it enjoins, and the ceremonies it prescribes, he is not
reminded of his religion. It meets him at every turn, presses like the atmos-
phere on all sides, and Tolds hiin by a thousand invisible chains. By inces-
santly admonishing him ol something which he must do, or something
which he must forbear, it becomes the strongest of his active habits, while the
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multiplicity of objects of worship, distinguished by an infinite variety in their
character and exploits, is sufficient to fill the whole sphere of his imagination.
In the indolent repose which his conslitution and climate incline him to indulge,
he suffers his fancy to wander, without limit amidst scenes of voluptuous en-
joyment, or objects of terror and dismay ; while, revolving the history of his
gods, he conceives himself absorbed in lioly contemplations. There 1s not a
vicious passion he can be disposed to cherish, not a crime he can be tempted
to cominil, for which he may not find a sanction and an example in the legends
of his gods*,”

If idolutry exerts over mankind such a corrupting and all-pervading influence,
it must be manifest to every individual of the least reflection that a country in
which one kind of idolatry, image worship, is unknown, and another kind, the
worship of false gods, is confined to the heavenly bodies and ghosts, presents
fewer difficulties to missionary labour and greater probabilities of success than
lands filled with idols.

3. The absence of sacred books.

The tendency of ancient records to render superstition venerable, and predis-
pose the mind against every statement which may oppose their authority, must
be apparent to every individual. Men are naturally attached 1o what are
considered the sentiments of their forefathers, and it requires much light to be
shed upon the mind before such a prejudice can be eradicated.

To ie most earnest appeals and a train of the most powerful reasoning, if
he can say the contrary is written in the shastras, a Ilindu considers he has
answered in a masterly manner.

Ifit be borne in mind that the gospel has numbered the most converts in
the South Sea Islands, the West Indies, and other places where these records are
entirely or partially unknown, and that it has numbered the fewest in lands
where they are regarded as oracles, it can require nothing to shew the compara-
tive advantages of such a country as the Coles’ where they do not exist.

4. The absence of a corrupt and corrupting priesthood.

One great design of the ministers of false religions has been to gain absolute
dominion over the people. They have propagated the mischievous doctrine that
their authovily is above all human laws, that they are called upon by all that
is sacred and holy to discipline their spiritual children by pains and penalties,
by confiscating their earthly goods and applying to their delicate frames every
gentle torture—by lavishing upon them all the tender mercies of the Inquisition.
They maintain their sway by shutling fast the doors of knowledge. Not
content with the golden harvest they veap on earth, they stop their disciples in
the middle passage, and detain (hem in the regions of purgatory, till they have
wrung from their mnourning relatives the last farthing.

Much that has been said of the Roman Catholic clergy will apply to the
brahmins, the priests of India, No set of men ever exercised a more powerful
and destructive influence over the people and maintained it under a better
appearance of outward sanctily than they. That they measure the existence of
their system with the duration of the age of ignorance, and are appreliensive lest
men should open their eyes and look into its wicked mysteries, 1s manifest from
their deep solicitude to keep the people in darkness. That they are capable
of the greatest cruelty is evident from the unexampled suflerings to which they
have counsigned offenders. That they do not chastise their countrymen now,
must be attributed not to any change which has taken place in them or their
religion, but to the just aud eulightened government of their foreign masters
which has deprived them of the power.

As they are hereditary priests, born to live on the delusions of the people,
self-interest, cupidity and every evil passion are enlisted ou the side of ervor,
and whatever may be their individual opinions, as long as they can obtain from

* Robert Hall.
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the wealth of the rich and the pittance of the poor sufficient to free them from
the necessity of labour, they will continue to be advocates of Hinduism and
bitter opponents of the gospel.

The absence of such a priesthood among the Coles must, in the event of a
mission being established, be conducive in no common degree to their moral
and spiritual improvement.

5. The aptness of the Coles to learn.

Though little advanced in civilization yet when they have had opportunities
of improving themselves they have shown as great an aptness to learn as the
inhabitants of Bengal and other parts of India.

In the school established at Doranda the number of scholars is sixty-three,
consisting of Muhamimnadans, Hindus and Dhangar Coles. The branches of
learning which are taught are English and Hindi, General History, Astronomy,
Grammat of Geography, Physical Geography and Euclid’s Elements. The
Coles form about half the number of the pupils, and have made as much pro-
gress as he rest ; some of them speak English very well.

The climate of thie lowland provinces is such as to render long-continued
exertion in any department of Missionary labour exceedingly debilitating to the
best constitutions, and in the greater part of the year exposure during the exces-
sive heat of the day is frequently atlended with tlie most serious consequences ;
but in the Colehan a Missionary might, humanly speaking, expect to enjoy
health and to meet with few impediments Lo the prosecution of his work arising
from the climate.

Having enumerated the facilities, it remains to point out the hindrances.
Besides those numerous obstacles arising from the depraved nature of man
which are (o be met with among all members of the human family, and which
an agency nothing less than divine can overcome, there are two others which
require to be distinctly mentioned,—the absence of a wrilten language, and the
villages being small and scattered.

1. The absence of a written language presents a difficully certainly great
but not insurmountable,

The languages of the South Sea Islands were unwritten and destitute of many
words needful for the clear communication of sacred truth, but they have been
reduced to writing and where poor enriched from foreign sources. The Bible
translated into the tongue wherein they were born has been given to the people,
and the preaching of its heavenly truths has been blessed with a measure of
success of which the Church never read except in the Acts of the Apostles.

2. 'The difficulty arising from the villages being small and scattered may ap-

ear at first sight scarcely worthy of notice, but if duly considered it will be seen
1n its true light as one of no common magnitude. A Missionary might travel
during the whole of the year, visiting daily about three villages, each containing
on an average thirty families, from whom he might expect to obtain a small nums
ber of hearers, for 1o calculate that all would be so deeply concerned about their
spiritual welfare as to leave their engagements to listen 1o the tidings of redemp-
tion would be cherishing a hope which in all human probability would be bitterly
disappointed. Tt then becomes a question which ought to be seriously con-
sidered, on which side would the advantages preponderate? A minister preach-
ing in the Colehan to a few men, wio have scarcely any prejudices against the
gospel, and preaching to large congregations in the plains where the prejudices
of the people are numerous. On the proper solution of this depends the
propriety or impropriety of forming a mission.

To lessen the difficulty arising from the villages being small and scattered
some good men would recommend perpetual itinerancy ; others would recom-
mend the formation of 2 colony like the establishments of the much revered
Moravian Brethren. But it is not the object of this paper to enter into a
discussion about the principles on which missions should be conducted, this is
a subject which properly belongs to the Directors of Missionary bodies.
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The writer aims, at nothing more than to state with equal plainness the facilities
and hindrances that no one may be mistaken.

He may however observe that in the event of much delay the number and
magnitude of the difficulties wiil be greatly augmented. The brahmins, the
corrupt and corrupting priests of India, who will do any thing for gold, are
proselytising in the Santal neighbouring tribe, and will soon commence their
nfernal work among the Coles ; so that if any thing isto be done to preserve the
sheep from the jaws of these ravenous wolves it cannot be too early utlempted.

The claim of the Coles to the sympathy of the disciples of Jesus is that
which all destitute members of the human family may urge : they stand in need
of spiritual instruction to enlighten the mind and improve the heart. They
know not God nor Christ whom lie has sent, so that whatever nay be their
virtues the hope of dying with the prospect of the righteous, of being immediate-
ly present with the Lord, is a hope which is not theirs.

After the sorrows and turmoils of life, to enter that clime where the wicked
cease from troubling and where Lthe weary are at rest—to meet again kindred and
friends, and with a fixedness of thought and engagedness of heart prayed for
on earth but never attained, rejoin them in acts of worship—to grow for ever in
knowledge, ever 10 obtain fresh treasures of intellectual wealth, and drink for
endless years a fulness of the purest joy—to see with increasing clearness of
perception the grandeur and glory of God in the happiness and perfection of
millions and millions that crowd the heavenly Zion, and to serve Him with a
pleasure and interest whose intensity will rise higher and higher as age afler
age rolls along, is a hope which the Christian may cherish, but which now the
Cole cannot indulge.

Think not this sentence is dictated by an iron heart, it is penned with the
most painful emotions, for if there be one desire which glows in the bosom of
the writer with more intensity than another, it is that the unutterable agony of
lost souls may be experienced by none, that the Coles and the heathen of all
lands may be made wise unto salvation before they go hence and be no more
seen,

Prompted by this desire he has mentioned with plainness of speech the
great spiritual destitution of the people, and the thick darkness about to gather
around (them ; also the facilities and hindrances to their intellectual, moral and
religious improvement, In bringing the paper to a close he would remark,
though he may have erred, for who with the best intentions can presume he
has not, he has done what he could to give a faithful report of the land, and
whether the Church will go up to possess it is an event which he leaves with
Him who hath the hearts of all men in his hand, and, as the rivers of water,
turneth them whithersoevor he will,

Though the paper has extended beyond all reasonable limits the writer cannot
conclude without stating that he is under great obligations to his esteemed
fellow-traveller,

He would also acknowledge with grateful feelings the kindness of the Eu-
ropean residents at Chyebassa, Doranda and Purulia, and last, though not least,
the kindness of the good people at Bancoora.

OMICRON.



280 Sacred Literature of the Hindus. (May,

11,—Sacred Literature of the Hindus.
(In aletter to a friend in America,)

My pEAR FRIEND,

In my last letter on the Sacred Literature of the Hindus,
I remarked that they do not expect complete deliverance from
matter and absorption as the result of works. According to
their books he, whose merit consists in outward services, such
as idolatry, bathing, pilgrimages, &c., will, after having enjoy-
ed that merit, aguin become entangled with the perplexities
that pertain to the body in this world. There is a verse
expressive of this doctrine to be found in the Bhagabat (Bk.
11, Chap. 4, from the 62nd verse.) Krishna says to Udha-
ba—¢ They who remaining in houses secure merit, shall
taking bodies sit down in heaven, but after enjoying the fruits
of their works, they shall no longer remain undisturbed. The
works becoming exhausted by enjoyment—the works being
expended, where will be the enjoyment? Such must again fall
into the imperfections of this world, and saffer the fatigue in-
cident to the path of human life.”> This verse and many others
to which we might refer, clearly prove that there is, according
to their system, no complete salvation resulting from works.

I shall now make a few remarks on that high kind of reli-
gion which prowmises absorption to the devotee. Many are of
opinion that only the Vedas* treat of this, but I hope to
show that the doctrine of renouncing works, and preaching
those duties which are said to lead to absorption, is quite as
clearly exhibited in the Bhagabat as in the Vedas. The
Bhagabat does not appear to be a whit behind the Vedas, only
as it contains more lascivious ideas and being a larger book
must of course contain more nonsense,

He who would obtain absorption, or as the Hindus say, he
who would obtain Mooktee, must become wise, and renounce
all works (Bk. 11, 11, 5,) ¢ After obtaining superior know-
ledge, then destroy all works.”

1. Caste is one of those works to be destroyed (Bk. 11, 9,
8.) Infoodis ueither good or evil; whatever I find, I eat at
ny pleasure. Concerning this I have no scruples. Again it is
said (Bk. 11, 8, 40,) ¢ He who has obtained knowledge does
not make any distinctions amongst men. He looks upon all
as being alike. By whaut rule is he to forbid any one ? Like
as ignorant children play together, so he bears the nature of a
child and knows no distinctions. The ingenious man does in

* For my knowledge of the Vedas I have been dependant upon Rim.
mohan Réy’s English_translation, who has without doubt exhibited them
in their most favorable light.
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this manner play his part in this world, looks upon all as be-
ing alike, and thus worldly knowledge does not affect him.”
Many other passages forbid the observance of caste to the
follower of the religion that has eternal beatitude for its re-
ward.

2. Idolatry is forbidden, particularly the worship of
Mabadeba’s shuckta (Bk. 11, 14, 35.) Krishna says to
Udhaba,—¢ Never learn the insignificant worship of Shiba’s
shuckta.”” Again, speaking of a very holy woman, the Bhigabat
says (4 Bk. 5, 50,) *“ She was unaffected by Vishnu’s fasci-
nations.”” Idolatry and all other works are called Vishuu’s
fascinations,

3. Thus far the instruction is good, but the same system
that forbids caste and idolatry also forbids wearing clothes,
eating, sleep, and attachment to friends. They are all called
imperfections of the flesh that ought to be dispensed with,
Of such wonderful people as have completely conquered every
fleshly desire, there are said to be many, but unfortunately
they live in the wilderness and are never to be seen. Thus
the Hindus can never take a medium course, they must either
follow every carnal propensity according to the law of works,
or else destroy them all according to their other system.

4. One must meditate upon the Supreme Being and learn
to know him. The Bhigabat contains many excellent passages
in regavd to the Supreme Being. It is said (11 Bk. 4 Chap.
54 verse,) ¢ God is continually without such attributes as
pertain to mortals. He is without beginning or end, not sub-
ject to diminution or increase, neither great nor small, but
constantly remains the same, without birth or death.” Heis
also represented as being ever happy, and as omuiscient (11
Bk. 12 Chap. 22.) ¢ He is continually full of happiness and
beholds all with his eye.” He is also represented as being in-
visible, and omnipresent, (12 Bk. 5 Chap. 69.) He is like the
atmosphere, invisible, and every where present according to
his own desire. To know this God appears to be the great and
principal duty of those who would walk in the Mukte pha-
ta (11 Bk. 12 Chap. 51.) He who is learned in all sacred
books and understands the nature of all religions, if with all
this knowledge he does not know the Ever Blessed, his books
are all useless to him and only increase his anxieties. This
being is called the Creator (11 Bk. 13 Chap. 106.) <« He is
one Lord, and besides him there is no Creator.” Thus the
Bhagabat contains almost every one of those excellent senti-
ments in regard to the Supreme Being that are found in the
Vedas, and he who seeks absorption must renounce all works
and ouly strive to know him.

VOL. Il 2r
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I shall now show wherein this system is faulty, and hence
¢an be productive of no salvation.

1. No man on earth can regard it. Who amongst mortals
is able to dispense with clothes, food and sleep. Now unless
these are renounced as unholy vanities, there is no salvation
according to the Mukte phata.

2. According to this system the perfections of God are
not clearly delineated. He who is called God in oue verse,
concerning whom are all these five expressions, in another
verse is represented as being guilty of the most mean and
impure conduct. Again, he is only represented as being pro-
pitious to the wise, and as the great mass of mankiud are ig-
norant they have no hope of securing his favour.

3. This system affords no adequate atonement for sin. Now
it is a sentiment frequently urged in the Ilindu books, that
men must either suffer or else make an atoncwent for their
sins. That finite beings ean never by suffering atone for
sins committed against an infinite being is clear, and also that
the Ilindu shistras make no mention of any such atonement
for sin as will deliver the sinner from just punishment, is seen
from this passage:  Know that there are two imperishable
works, suffering is one, and if you choose to make an atone-
ment, your sins by so doing will be destroyed ; but they can
never be completely destroyed, for they will hereafter arise
again.”’

4. By this system the mind can never be made pure.
The devotee is bound to know God, but it is not enjoined that
any good fruits arise from that knowledge. A description
of one who professes to have obtained this knowledge and
also a complete conquest over the desires of the flesh may be
given in few words. A man throws off his clothes, besmears
lis body with ashes, chews and smokes intoxicating drugs till
scarcely able to stand, when he seats himself in some public
place. His countenance does, it must be confessed, indicate
wonderful abstraction of mind. The ignorant crowd now
throng bhim and gaze with awe upon one lost in contempla-
tion on the Supreme Bramha. Such instances of deep thought
and mental abstraction arve the only kind I have ever had the
happiness of witnessing.

I shall close this epistle by showing in what respect the
God of the Bible differs from the best character given of the
God of the Hindu shistras.

1. The God of the Bible is one. ¢ Hear, O Israel, the Lord
our God is one God.,” The Hindu shdstras do indeed say,
¢ There is one Bramha, without a second ;7 but this verse is
universally taken to prove that the spirits of all men are one,
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The attributes of the deity are indiscriminately applied to
Param Bramha, Param Vishnu and Param Shiba. There is
no one being to whom the shistras exclusively apply the terms
expressive of infinity.

2. The God of the Bible is an intelligent being, but the
God of the Hindu shéstras is unintelligent. When unconnect-
ed with matter he appears to be nothing but mere space, as is
said in the following favorite shloka. ¢ e is without feet,
hands, body, eyes, tongue, ears and nose.”” Thus far the
shloka is correct, but what follows is false. ¢ He has no
thoughts, no mind, no understanding and no sight.”” Such a
God can differ but little from the atmosphere to which he is
often compared.

3. The God of the Bible is the moral Governor of the
universe. He rewards the righteous and punishes the unrigh-
teous ; but the God of the Hindu shistras, has never given man
any code of moral laws. Indeed he is often represented as
having made over the care of the world to certain inferior
deities.

4. The God of the Bible is a spirit, but the God of the
Hindu shdstras when unconnected with matter is only unin-
telligent space. When connected with matter, he is like
some corpulent Babu, lying in sweet and indolent composure
on the back of the great snake between two women, in the
enjoyment of eating and drinking and every other delight
which the lascivious mind of man can invent.

5. The God of the Bible loves all men, but the God of the
Hindu shdstras is only propitious to the wise, aud pays no
attention to the prayers of the ignorant. He is indeed often
represented as being full of cruelty.

6. The God of the Bible can forgive sin, but the Hindn
God has no such power; hence every one who would serve
him must commmence a life of austerities as a punishment for
past sins and as the only means of being liberated from
the imperfections of matter. When we consider the imper-
fect nature of this system, how welcome is the heavenly
intelligence which declares, ¢ God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever Dbelieveth
on him might not perish but have everlasting life.” In this
verse man has a God of love, a Suaviour from sin, and the
result of which is efernal life.

E.N.

Balasore, April bth, 1841.
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I1L.—Journal of Missionary labours from Cuttack lo Genjam,
Berhampoor, &c.

At the earnest solicitation of brethren Stubbins and Wilkinson, to
pay them a visit, I determined to make a tour to the south, passing
through the district of Khurda, where not much Missionary labour
has been attempted lately,

November 11tk, 1840. After much annoyance and delay, arising
from the extortion of the bearers, we succeeded in commencing our
journey towards Ganjam this day. Mrs. L and the children started
about nine a. M. and [ followed about three p. M. ; after a pleasant ride
of three hours, I arrived at Chandaka, a small jungly village, and a
bazar. In the afternoon Bamadeb visited the village, preached and
distributed tracts. The people listened attentively to his message.

12th.—We came to this place (Mandasal) about 10 o’clock a. m. It
is a large village for this jungly country; in the afterncon we pro-
ceeded to the common resort of the place, the Bhaghat house, and
collected a number of people. I preached to them for some time, and
was followed by Bamédeb. Many objections were started to some
part of our message, by a captious old man whom the rest of the people
put forward as their advocate. The opportunity was too argumenta-
tive to be very useful; or rather I should sav, the disposition of the
people was. A number of bouks was distributed to such as could read ;
and the people were entreated toread them, Mrs, L, visited the houses
of the females, and conversed with them : she was the cause of great
wonder, and such was their curiosity, that it was sometime before
much could be said to them on the only subject they need to hear.

Last night a poor devotee, a carrier of Gangé water, was entreated
to remain at Chandaka till this morning, and not to travel to Manda-
sal alone in the night. He pleaded that he was familiar with wild
beasts, and had no fear, and so started forward. We passed his
baskets this morning about half way between the two places, but their
owner was no where to be found, nor any thing ¢lse belenging to him.
The probability is that a tiger has feasted upon him. Tigers, bears,
hogs, &c. abound in great numbers in these parts. Itisnine years
since I preached before in Mandasal.

13th.—We reached Khurda about eight o’clock this morning, and
located ourselves in the bungalow belonging to J. K. E. Esq. of
Pooree, magistrate aud collector of Khurda. We ventured upon the
kinduess of the owner of this bungalow for a few hours, and hope we
shall not offtnd. The people of Khurda, alias Jajalsingh, are noto.
rious for malicious opposition to the gospel; I have not forgotten the
treatment we veceived nine years ago from them. To-day they were
exceedingly noisy and abusive, and did little less then hoot Gangadhar
out of the place. He succeeded in addressing them, and in distiibut-
ing books among them. After we had taken breakfast we pushed on
to Jhunkea, 12 miles beyond Khurda, which we reached about seven
o'clock in the evening, The road is frightful for night travelling,
winding round the foot of hills covered with trees and underwood,
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and lying entirely throagh thick jungle, filled with almost every de-
scription of wild animal; we heard the roaring of the bears as we
passed on our way, and I was glad when we reached our tent. We
immediately, on arriving, lighted a large fire to direct and cheer our
attendants. This district moreover is infested with those murderers
called Thugs, who are much more to be dreaded than even tigers or
bears. The bazar of Jhunkea consists of one or two miserable native
thops, and the village is small. Large quantities of graiu are export-
ed from Khurda to Cuttack, on innumerable bullocks and carts
constantly passing and repassing ; much of this rice is brought from a
distance far beyond the town of Khurda. Mr. Wilkinson, the late
collector of Pooree, very much encouraged the cultivation of land
in Khurda, and it has been a most material and extensive blessing to
the whole of Cuttack in the late and present scarcity. There are
few inhabitants in Khurda.

14¢h.—This afternoon early we left Jhunkea and travelled to Jhan-
gee another 12 miles. 7The road as usual was dreary and almost
frightful. We scarcely saw a village or even a house all the way,
indeed there scemed to be no room for human inhabitants. Flocks
of deer darted across the road before us, and the growling of
wild beasts was heard from the surrounding hills. 'We reached Jhan-
gee about six in the evening. Jhangee is two miles from the shore of
the Chilka lake, and is a considerable village. The government have
a few provincial soldiers stationed here in consequence of the frequent
robberies and murders which are committed in the neighbourhood.
The first person I saw here was a European Sergeant, superintend-
ing the work-people on the new road which the Government is
constructing from Cuttack to Ganjam. This road will cost a large
sum, but when completed will alter the face of this wild district.
Villages will spring up, bazars will be built, and trade and com-
merce spread their stimulating influence over all its extent. Here
I was soon visited by two of our native converts who have obtained
employment among Mr. R.’s people. They are well, but maintain
their religious character with difficulty. They are obliged to work
on the Lord’s-day, or forfeit their situations.

Lords-day, 15th.—We rest to-day, at least till evening. In the
forenoon we visited the village of Jhangee where Gangiddhar and
Bamadeb preached to a hundred people. They heard the word of
life with considerable attention. Fifty tracts were gladly received by
the people. I visited also a village called Balenass, chiefly to see
about a boat, and a large congregation collected. They were chiefly
of the boatman and fisherman caste, and were so completely occupied
with the hope of letting me a boat, and about how they should there-
in make the greatest advantage of me, that it was with no small diffi-
culty I could get them to attend even for a moment to the subject of
religion. Sir, we dont know any thing about religion, but we wish
to give your honour a boat. When does your honour start for Rhum-
b4? These were the observations, and questions constauntly proceed-
ing from one or another of them. In my tent T collected the native
preachers and other native Christians to the extent of seven or eight,
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and had worship with them ; gave them some instruction suited to
their peculiar situation ; thev seemed a good deal affected.

16¢h.—Yesterday, abouat 5 o’clock p. M. we went on board a boat
at Balenass, and an hour afterwards we set sail for Rhumba. The
breeze served till about 12 at night, when it changed to our disad-
vantage, and we did not reach Rhumba till afternooun to-day. Alter
remaining at Rhumba house for an hour we left for Ganjam. Brother
‘Wilkinson had sent his horse and some bearers for us, and we reach-
ed their bungalow at five in the evening. On the road we passed a
gallows on which were suspended the bodies of three Thugs in irons.
Our attendants assured me that the road ceased to be frequented for
a fortnight after their execution. The people are horrified with the
sight. At Ganjam we found brother and sister Wilkinson well in
health, and just establishing themselves in this station. Ganjam has
been esteemed unhealthy, butis now improved. Its unhealthiness
was aun occasional visitation to which all places in India are liable.
It is an advantageous Missionary station; is a large place in itself,
and on three sides has numerous villages, at convenient distances.
We were soon surrounded by a number of poor orphan Hindu boys,
collected together in the orphan asylum here. These children form
sister Wilkinson’s care, and their number may be increased to any
extent : their number will only be limited by the extent of funds
for their support and instruction. Brother Wilkinson has a native
brother Balajee, and a native Christian schoolmaster, Krishna, sta-
tioned with him here.

17¢th,—This afternoon, as soon as the power of the sun had some-
what subsided, we walked to a bazar Brahmanicie; where we collect-
ed a number of hearers, Oriyas and Telingas. Bilaji first addressed
them, next Bamadeb, and then I closed the service. The occa-
sion was useful, though somewhat less so than it would have been had
not a captious brahman quibbled and objected. An objector like this
brihman commonly spreads disaffection through a whole congre-
gation. We gave away about 30 tracts.

18¢h.—To-day we proceeded to another part of the town of Gan-
jam, a place near the market square. I commenced by singing a (ew
lines of poetry, and the people immediately flocked around us. [
preached to a good number of hearers for about half an hour, with
some feeling, and appavent effect. Bamadeb and BBdlaji followed me.
Towards the close of the apportunity brother Wilkinson retired with
Bamadeb and formed another stand in a small neighbouring village.
When we had done we joined them there. Here some disputation took
place, at the close of which one of our hearers told me that 1 was too
learned and excellent a person long to retain my distinctive character
as an asoor or demon, and that betore long by the weight of my merit
I must rise to the distinction of becoming a Hindu or perhaps a bréh-
man. This piece of wit and sarcasm serv:s to exhibit the opinion
the people have of all Europeans, as to their descent and morzl
character. I have sometimes been asked with seriousness whether [
and my people were not direct descendants of the line of Rébana the
ten-headed and hundred-armed gigantic demon of Ceylon. We dis-
tributed about 30 tracts this afternoon.
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20th.—From the commencement of this journal I have made a mis-
take of one day, and now recommence correctly. To-day we sallied
forth to the Brahmanicie and the market square. In the latter men-
tioned place 1 collected and addressed a large concourse of people who
heard very well indeed. One man asked with surprise the reason why I
felt so concerned about their salvation, and what I should lose by their
misery ¢ After three quarters of an hour of hard preaching, Gungadhar
came up and continued the service ; he delivered one of his most
astounding, eloquent and pungent addresses, and cavillers drew back
abashed and astounded. The people listened in almost breathless
silence and wonder. After this Gangd and Lakhandas spoke, and I
distributed a number of tracts, which were eagerly received.  Brother
Wilkinson went with Gangi to Brahmanicie and collected another
congregation there; while Bimadeb and Béalaji preached somewhere
else. Ganjam is thrown into some degree of excitement by our visit
on the subject of religion, and the dark and idolatrous placidity of the
people’s minds is broken.

21s¢t.—Six of us started for the town, and there formed two par-
ties. 1 had with me brother Wilkinson, Gangadhar and DBalaji.
Gunga commenced the opportunity by a very useful address; Balaji
followed, und I closed. 1 commenced by repeating the following lines
in Oriya,

‘ Light is the earth ; the seven oceans light ;

Black treachery to afriend is weight ; but ah 1
A heavy weight apostacy fiom God."’

Cowmmencing with an explanation of these lines ; showing the baseness
and guilt of forsaking and forgetting God—then passed on to some
other important subjects, and closed by pointing to Jesus Christ as
the Saviour of lost sinners. A number of tracts was disposed of to
such as could read.

Lords-day, 22nd.—This forenoon the native Christians and the
school children were collected in the front room of brother Wilkinson's
house and Bimadelb preached to them. The sermon was calculated
to be useful. 1 preached myself in the afternoon from—* The kingdom
of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.” In
the evening 1 spoke on the same subject to a few Europeans who
collected, as we sat around brother Wilkinson’s table.

23rd—Set out for Berhampoor in the morning, accompanied by
brother Wilkinson. We staid at Chutterpoor for two hours, and
then proceeded on our journey. I arrived at Berhampoor by half-
past four o'clock and found brother and sister Stubbins well. I passed
six more Thugs, suspended in irons on two gibbets in dreary parts
of the way. These wretches are murderers by trade, and the manner
in which they effect their object is horridly clever. They assume
various guises, and appear as a set of promiscuous travellers on the
road. Thus they mix with compauies of merchants or auy other kind
of persons who they suppose have property about them.  ‘Travelling
on, conversing on common topies, or while they stay to rest and
refresh themselves, but generally in lonely parts of the way, the
Thugs prepare a cloth like a handkerchief or the end of their cha-
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dar, or a small piece of rope, by twisting it in their hand, and, on a
given signal, each Thug takes his man, if there be more than one,
and in a moment throws this twisted cloth or rope round his victim's
neck, and with a sudden twist and a smart jerk, the poor deluded
victims are pulled down and strangled in a moment. After rifling
their property, the bodies of the victims are either buried, or thrown
into wells, and the wretches pass on to find other prey. By these
horrid means the Thugs amass thousands of rupees. They do not
always murder for want, it is their profession; it has descended to
them from their ancestors, and if not now stopped would be taught
to their sons. There are various kinds of Thugs, and they have vari-
ous names, according to the mode of destroying their victims. Some
strangle with the noose, like those mentioned above ; some chop their
victime down with a kind of cleaver; and others poison. They are
being Lroken up now, DLy the energetic efforts of the Government.
The Government have a departmcut for their apprehension, and well
selected officers connected with it, pass from place to place as their
presence may be required. An extensive murder of six or eight
persons, who were passing from Pooree to Ganjam, brought Capt.
V. to the latter place. He soon succeeded in tracing and apprehend-
ing the wretches. Some turned queen’s evidence, and had their
lives spared, on condition of discovering all they know. These are
called approvers, and the condition of their cxistence hanging over
them in terrorem, they divulge the dark and horrid secrets of the
craft ; and Thuggee officers are by the information they obtain by
this means, enabled to pounce on bands of Thugs, ere they are aware.
These approvers led Capt. V. to the very spots where the bodies of the
murdered merchants of Ganjam were buried. I saw and conversed
with some of Capt. V.’s approvers. They had no particular ferocity
of expression in their countenance ; were very jocose, and busily en-
gaged in performing their religious services. They were all pure
Oriyas.

24th.—We were early in the town ; where, in one of the principal
streets we collected a number of people Oriyas, and Teloogoos. The
preaching to-day was chiefly done by the native bLrethren. The peo-
ple were ill disposed, and disputatious. A number of books were
given away.

25th —Visited the town to-day in company with brethren Stubbins
and Wilkinson. After preaching to a good number of people, and
distributing some tracts, we called upon Erun, the first native of
Orissa baptised by brother Bampton, and indeed the first Hindu bap-
tised by the Missionaries of our Society. He was baptised in 1827,
and he is now an old man. Erun is remarkable for his love of truth;
and is greatly respected by his idolatrous neighbours. His wife
u young woman has made a vigorous effort to get herself and cbil-
dren restored to caste, but has failed. She paid a considerable
sum to a brihman to perform the necessary ceremonies : the money
he took and kept—the ceremonies he could not perform. Erun speaks
of brother Bampton with great affection, and often repeats the in.
structions he received from him with feeling.
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26¢h.—The people in the town heard in a much more pleasing
manner to-day. I preached to them with some ardour, and a good
impression appeared to be made on some minds. The native bre.
thren also preached in several places in the town. Thus, many
have not onlv heard the gospel, but have by many considerations
been besought to embrace it. A good number of tracts were gladly
received.

27th.—To-day we set out on a journev to Mantridee. We arrived
at the place about eight o’clock alter a pleasant ride of 12 miles. The
village is large, and many of the inhabitants ave of the brahmanical
class, There is much wealth, and much Hindu wisdom in the place,
consequently much sin and much pride. We preached in several
places in the town, mounting on chowras, or other high places. The
native brethren also took their turn in preaching, conversing, and dis-
puting. Some of the people were bitter in their opposition; but
many listened and received knowledge. ‘Their vain and vicious system
of idol worship was plainly and faithfuly dealt with, and the advocacy
of the brahmans overturned. Many tracts were distributed in the
course of the day.

28¢h.—This morning we started to a village about two miles beyond
Mantridee, the name of which I do not now recollect. The people col-
lected in a sunny place in large numbers, and in turns brother Stubbins
and myself preached to them and argued with them on various important
subjects conneeted with the salvation of their souls. One man in
particular put himself forward as the advocate of idolatry, and displayed
some acuteness in his defence, The opportunity was noisy. When
we came away we wished to leave some tracts among them, but they
geucrally declined receiving them: one or two were torn up and
scattered in fragments before us. The person above alluded to desired
the people not to touch them, and they generally obeved him. As we
retired I told the people that we had declared to them the name of
Jesus Christ ; and they must answer to God for the manner in which
they regarded him. The advocate also said, We have told you of the
power and glory of Shri Krishna, and if you regard him not we must
not be blamed—see you to that. We came away somewhat depressed.
In the evening we veturned to Berhampoor, where we arrived about
five o’clock, and found all well.

29tk —Lord’s-day. Attended the experience meeting in the forenoon,
conducted by brother Stubbine, The native Christians chiefly com-
posed the meeting, and said something they could not have said without
having an acquaintance with God’s changing grace. In the afternoon
we met and partook of the Lord’s supper, we did this to-day because
we shall not be here next Sabbath, the usual day for the solemnity. I
spoke on the people of God being peculiar. The communicants, with
the exception of ourselves, six in number, were all native Christians,
the sight was very gratifying indeed. A few, very few years ago
Erun stood alone ; now a good number appears, having a knowledge of
the gospel, and the happy subjects of saving mercy. In the evening
I preached to a room {full of hearers collected in the hall of brother
S.'s bungalow ; some of these were pious Episcopalians. I had some
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pleasure in declaring the word of God, and the people appeared
attentive and serious.

30th.—Preached atthe front of a temple of Jagannath this afternoon.
The people were very awkwardly disposed indeed, and the officiating
brahman of the place came to us twice and ordered us off. We kept
our place however, but the feelings of the people were such as to affurd
little hope of good being effected. A few listened, as is mostly the
case, und appeared impressed. We gave away a number of books, which
were received with eagerness.

December 1st.—To-day the people were addressed Ly several of our
party. 1 endcavoured to fix upon the people’s minds the value of their
souls, first, from the fact that all things existed for them, that even
the body isfor the soul, and as soon as the soul quits it, it is buried or
burnt, or otherwise disposed of ; secondly, because no price can suffice
to purchase a soul ; thirdly, because it exists for cver, and is in its nature
indestructible ; fourthly, because God had made extraordinary provi-
sion for its salvation—even the death of his Son. I then observed to
themn that their souls were- defiled, guilty, and condemned, and that
there existed no method for their salvation but’ the satisfaction of
Christ's death. I closed by entreating them without delay to flee to
him for pardon and salvation.

2nd.—Rode this afterncon to the further end of the town and mount-
ed a well there. The people were clow in collecting, but at length a
tolerable number of hearers took their places around the well. Brother
S. first addressed them and I followed. I endeavoured to comvince
them, both from the intimations of their own books and the examples
of their own saints, that there existed no method of atoning for sin;
that it must be borne; and that exposure to the consequences of sin was
a situation most awful. I then pointed them to Christ as an atoning
Saviour; and entreated them to look to and believe in him. About 40
books were distributed.

3rd.—To-day we set our faces towards home. I left Berhampoor
about three p. M. accompanied by brother and sister Stubbins who
were visiting a village three miles on my road.

After a monotonous ride I arrived at Ganjam about six o'clock in
the evening. Brother 8. a little before I left Berhampoor asked for any
guggestions or hints respecting the manner in which he conducts his
operations at Berhampoor. I felt that I could only say that he con-
ducted bis station just as I would myself were I in it.

4th —Preached in the Ganjam bazar this afternoon, the hear-
ers were attentive. The native brethren Gangddhar and Bamédeb
followed me. The people appeared impressed, and the opportunity
was of a very useful character. A number of tracts were eagerly
received. As we walked home, an inquirer joined us who says he
got his first information fromn hearing our preaching at the car festival
at Pooree two years ago. He knows but little at present, and cannot
read much,

5th.—This afternoon, in the same bazar as yesterday. Gangadhar
delivered a most forcible and overwhelming address. The captious
brédhmans stood silent in amazement and extlaimed, We cannot re-
ply to this. We have no more tosay | He first gave a description of
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the divine character, and then compared Jagannath with that charac-
ter, and showed wherein he fell short, Then he described heaven,
and compared Pooree with it, and asked the people if there was
any likeness. Then he opened the gospel plan of salvation, and en-
treated the people to repent, believe, and be saved. Baméadeb spoke
lower down the street, and so did- another native brother. Bama
spoke with some force and tenderness. I commenced my own address
by a quotation setting forth the value of the soul, and the impor-
tance of its salvation. Before I closed I led the people to see the
only Saviour, and begged them to receive him.

To-dny we were visited by a very interesting inquirer : his name is
Krishna Maéharana. He is one of the carpenters Bampton speaks
of in his journal, and he may be considered as the fruit of his labours.
Krishna Maharina has had a narrow escape from death, by the bite of
a poisonous snake, and considers it a warning, and a call to him. He
talked about Bampton with much feeling, and repeated some of his
sayings to him.

6th.—Lord’s-day. Gangidhar preached in the moruning, to about
18 or 20 persons. I preached to about the same number iu the after-
noon. Krishna Mahirdna was present, and seemed literally to
drink in the word of life. I believe the man is sincere, and hope he
will soon be received into the church. Desire for the word of God
is a pleasing symptom.

7th.—We left Ganjam to-day, and embarked on a boat at Rhaim-
ba, for Thangee, I have little to record here.

8th—We pulled to shore at a village called Noyea, the people
to a large number came around the boat. The native preachers went
into the village and preached among the inhabitants the message of
grace. I mounted on the stern of our hoat and distributed many
tracts, and then addressed the people on the importance of reading
and understanding them. They departed from the boat with satisfac-
tion, reading the title of their books. Being short of provisions with
a journey before us, I entered a small boat and shot wild geese, ducks
and teal : in ten minutes I had a dozen of these birds in my little
dhingee or boat. These birds cover the Chilka by millions; it is
literally blackened with them, from side to side, and their rising up is
like as the noise of many waters,

9th.—This morning very early we arrived at Thangee and pro-
ceeded to our tent as soon as the day dawned. In the evening we
set out on our journey towards Cuttack.

11¢h.—To-day we arrived at Cuttack. Little occurred on our jour-
ney from Thangee deserving record, except an opportanity I had
with a number of people near Sarangur. I sat down with them on
the shadv side of a house, and conversed with them on the subject
of Christianity, they received information without objection. One
wan, an inhabitant of Sambhulpoor exclaimed, after the gospel
had Leen explained : Where has the gospel been till now that it has
never visited my country ? I had no books to give them, but repeated
my information and promised them books if they would come for
them to Cuttack. C. Lacer.

22
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IV.—Lord Auckland's Minute on Native Education.

LerTer L.
Oh1 for the coming of that glorious time
Wlhen, prizing knowledge as her noblest wealth
And best protection, this imperial realm,
While she exacts allegiance, shall admit
An obligation on her part to teach
Them who are born to serve her and obey;
Binding herself by statute to secure
For «ll the children whom her soil maintains,
The rudiments of letters; and to inform
The mind with morel and veligious iruth,
Wordswerth.
My Lorb,

When the Governor General of India has recorded his sen-
timents on a great National question, and when these have
been rapturounsly responded to by so many of the councillors,
the judges, the secretaries, and the leaders of public opinion,
it may be deemed presumptuous in a Christian Missionary to
lift up his voice at all ;—more especially, should that voice,
however feeble, seem to mingle as a note of discord amid
the fresh full gale of popular applause. And so it would be,
were the question exclusively one of mere worldly policy. But,
when it is found to be one, which, in its essential bearings,
concerns the souls fully as much as the bodies of men
—affecting the interests of eternity not less than those of time
—the Christian Missionary must not, dares not, be silent,—
even if hisvoice should be uplifted against Kings and Gover-
nors and all earthly Potentates, 'When the honour and glory
of his divine Master and the imperishable destinies of man are
involved, the Ambassador of Jesus can brook no dalliance
with mere human greatness, or rank, or power. In the spirit
of St. Basil, in the presence of the Roman Prefect, he is ever
ready to exclaim :—In all other things you will find us the
most mild, the most accommodating among men ; we care-
fully guard against the least appcarance of haughtiness,
even towards the obscurest citizen, still more so with respect
to those who are invested with sovereign authority ; but the
moment that the cause of God is concerned we despise every
thing.”

In the influence of policy and arms, you are, my Lord, at
this moment, the first man in Asia. Speak but the word for
peace or for war, and that word will speedily cause itself to
be felt from Ceylon to Bokhara, from the Euphrates to the
Kianko., Thus planted on an eminence which would make
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most men giddy, it is no small achievement to have so main-
tained the equilibrium and balaunce of the mental powers, that,
amid the blaze of conquest and the echoes of victory, you
could have paused to indite a calm dispassionate dissertation
on Lducational liconomics. But does it follow that the first
man in Asia, in policy and arms, must also be the first in the
department of intellectual and moral husbandry?  This may
be ;—but all the probabilities are against it. The human
mind is no more ommipotent than the human body is owmni-
present. The powers and faculties of both are not only limit-
ed in kind and in degree, but limited also in the range and
sphere of their application. Let any of them be preponde-
rantly exercised in any one department of human thought, or
human activity, and in that department may surpassing excel-
lence be attained. But the very vigor and giant development
of any one set of powers is apt to dwarf and enfeeble their
associate capacities, and utterly unfit them for sbining in their
own appropriate domains. Must Newton, the greatest of
Astrouomers, be also the greatest of Theologians? Must
Brown, the acutest of modern Metaphysicians, be also the
most brilliant of modern Poets? No. The very superiority
of such meun, in the several provinces of Astronomy and Meta~-
physics, generated intellectual habits which, of necessity, inca-
pacitated them for excelling in the alien regions of Theology
and Song. When, quitting their own unapproached and un-
approachable orbits, they entered other walks, even Newton
and Brown shrunk into the stature of ordinary men. And need
it excite surprise that he, who is the lord paramount over a
hundred and thirty millions of Asiatic subjects ;—he, who,
from his very position, must be mainly concerned with the
mechanics of human nature—the dynamic forces of armies and
diplomacies and legislative enactments !—need it excite
surprise that ke should not be equally at home in another and
totally heterogeneous science P—a science, which has well
been defined, ¢ the philosophy of the human mind applied
practically to the human mind?’ Impossible. Excellence
in the former must create the kabit of looking outwardly at
the wisible play of human passions, human interests, human
policies. Excellence in the latter presupposes and demands
the kabit of looking inwardly at the subtile agent of spirit—
watching the progressive development of its varied suscepti-
bilities and powers—noting their diversified combinations and
transformations—and generalizing the laws by which each
mystic movement is regulated. The one habit of mind, viewed
as the predominan! one, is not only negatively uncongenial ;—
it is, in more than one important feature, the positive antago-
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nist of the other. That the author of the immortal work on
«“ the Conduct of the Human Understanding” should be the
author of the equally immortal ¢ Thonghts on Education,” is
nothing strange. The intellectual habit, from which the
former proceeded, formed the best possible discipline and pre-
paration for the production of the latter. But that the intel-
lectual habit, from which resulted the celebrated Simlah
Ukase on British Policy in Central Asia, should prove the best
discipline and preparation for inditing a Dilhi Minute on
National Education, would be passing strange. Who, that
has studied the human mind, or attended to the lessons of past
experience, could reasonably expect Lord Auckland to be
equelly at home—equally great—in both? When the first
Statesman in Asia steps aside from Ais own towering eminence
to grapple with a theme that is wholly foreign to, and incom-
patible with, his general hubits, he must reckon it no disparag-
ment, if, of him it be recorded, as of Newton and of Brown,
in similar circumstances, that he has gone oul as another
man !

Still, as the commentary on Daniel will be perused, because
it is the product of the author of the ¢ Principia;” and the
poem of the ¢ Paradise of Coquettes” will be read, because it
claims the same paternity as the Lectures on ““ the Philosophy
of the Human Mind”-—so will the Dilhi Minute on Native
Education obtain currency and favour, because it is the offspring
of a Politician and Statesman who is at the head of the most
powerful empire in Asia. Aund as, in the cases of Newton and
of Brown, the splendour of their great—their immortal works
—is apt, from the blending of association, to shed and diffuse
aportion of their own lustre over the kindred but inferior pro-
geny of the same minds ; so, will the dazzling renown of the
present Governor General of India, as a Statesman, be sure
illusively to communicate a shave of its own brilliancy to a
production, which otherwise might soon have sunk into obli-
vion ;—a production, which is remarkable chiefly for its
omissions and commissions—remarkable for its concessions and
its compromises—remarkable, above all, for ifs education
without religion, its plans wilhout a providence, ils elhics with-
out a God!

At the outset, your Lordship propounds your scheme for the
final settlement of *our education controversies.”” In order
to render this vitally important part of * the Minute” intelligi-
ble, it is necessary to refer to the celebrated enactment of your
illustrious predecessor, dated 7th March, 1835.

1. By areference to the declared sentiments of the official
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organs of Government; as well as by a reference to their
general uniform practice, it might be demonstrated that, up to
7th March 1835, the open, evowed, and leading (though not
exclusive) object of the British Government in Indin was, the
promotion of Oriental Literature and Science chiefly among the
higher and morve influential or privileged classes of Hindus and
Muhammadans. n divect opposition to this scheme of educa-
tional policy, Lord W. Bentinck decreed, ““that the great ob-
jeet of the British Government ought to be (ke pr omotlon 0/'
Luropean Literature and Science among the natives of India,”

i. e. among the natives of India generally, high caste and low
caste, influential and uninfluential, without any invidious dis-
tinction of persons or worldly condition.

2. Faithful to their avowed principles, and in perfect con-
sistency with their avowed object, the Government Committee
had, from the first, sanctioned and employed native professors
of the different branches of Oriental Learning. To learned
Brahmans or Pandits, to learned Musalmans or Maulaviy
fixed salaries were allotted. Certain stipendiary allowances
were also granted to the majority of the students, during the
whole period of their college curriculum. Thus, altogether
independent of the large sums lavished on the building and
repairs of Colieges, the expenditure on account of Pandits,
Muulavis, stipendiary students and other apparatus for the
maintenance of Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian lore, amounted
to nearly sizteen thousand pounds sterling annually ! 1In direct
opposition to this scheme of educational poliey, Lord W.
Bentinck decreed as follows :—¢ It is not the intention of his
Lordship in Council to abolish any college or school of learn-
ing, while the native population shall appear to be inclined
to avail themselves of the advantages which it affords ; and
his Lordship in Council directs that all the existing professors
and students of all the institutions under the superintendence
of the Committee shall continue to receive their stipends.
But his Lordship in Council decidedly objects to the practice
which has litherto prevailed of supporting the studenis during
the period of their education. He conccives that the ouly
effects of such a system can be to give artificial encouragement
to branches of learning, which, in the natural course of things
would be superseded by more useful studies; and he directs
that no stipend shall be given to any siudeunts that may here-
after enter at any of these institutions, and that when any
Professor of oriental learning shall vacate his situation, the
Committee shall report to the Government the number and state
of the class, in order that the Government may be able fo
decide upon the cxpediency of appointing a successor.”’
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3. The attention of the Public Instruction Commiittee, says
Professor II. Haywman Wilson in his official report for 1831,
was early directed to the necessity of supplying the different
establishments, under their control, with printed books, in the
learned languages. Tor this end they found it advisable to
establish, in the first instance, a printing press of their own.
They also subscribed liberally to the publications of individuals
at other presses. In this way, the amount expended on San-
skrit, Arabic, and Persian books, subscribed for, purchased,
or printed, from 1821 to April 1831, amounted to not less
than fwelve thousand pounds! During the nevt fwo years the
printing charges alone exceeded four thousand pounds more !
—besides the additional items for works subseribed for, or
purchazed. And these charges were yearly increasing, at an
accelerated rate, up Lo the day when Lord W. Bentick sud-
denly arrested the growing progress by this emphatic procla-
mation :—< It has come to the knowledge of the Governor
General in Conncil that alarge swin has been expended by the
Commitlee on the printing of eriental works ; his Lordship in
Council directs that no portion of the funds shall hereafter be
so employed.”

4. "dhough the great and leading object of the government
Committce was to encourage the study of Oriental Litera-
ture and Scieuce, the gradual and ultimate introduction of the
more improved Literature and Science of the west was not
wholly overlooked. The firsé Institution, however, in the
presidency of Bengal, for the dissemination of European
knowledge through the medium of the English langnage, did
not! originate with Government. It arose under the joint
auspices of individual English and native gentlemen ; and was
opened for the first time, on the 20th Jan., 1317. Through
various canses, it became in 1823 a Government Institution,
commonly known under the name of ¢ the Hindu Coliege.”
Some years afterwards the Committee began to append a small
English class to their several Oriental Colleges. But, from the
excessive tardiness of their movements in this department,
and the extreme scantiness of their support, it palpably ap-
peared that, in their estimation, it was, in all respects, a very
secondary and subordinate object to that of encouraging Ori-
ental Literature and Science, as locked up in the antiguated
storehouses of Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian. And meagre and
inadequate as this support was, it does not appear that even
this little was rendered, in consequence of a due appreciation
of the superiority of the English language as a medium of con-
veying to the educated natives of India the Literary and Scien-
tific trcasures of the west. On the contrary, there is ample
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documentary evidence to prove that, if European learning was
to be communicated to the natives of India at all, the favourite
scheme of the Government Committee was, toimpart it throuyh
the medinm of the learned languages of India—Sanskrit, Arabic
and Persian,—and that the study of the English language was
to be encourvaged, chiefly in so far as it could be rendered sub-
servient to the advancement of their own juvourite scheme.
Accordingly, those of their number who were in any wise quali-
fied betook themselves to the task of translation. A few
wotks were gradually prepared at an cxorbitant cost. At
the period when, in consequence of the admission of several new
members, a new light began to dawn on their minds, £6,500
remained to be expended in completing Arabic translations of
only siz books. At length, on the 7th March, the decree was
issued : ““ His Lovdship in Council directs that all the funds,
which these reforms will leave at the disposal of the Comumit-
tee, be henceforth employed in imparting to the native popu-
lation a knowledye of English Literalure and Science, through
the medium of the English language.”

The previous resolutions determinced in favour of the pro-
motion of European Lilerature and Science, to the exclusion
of Orienlal Literalure and Science; while this concluding
resolution decided in favowr of an European medium to the
exclusion of Hindu and Muhammadan media of communica-
tion. The short and apparently insignificant expression
“ through the medium of the English language,” proved the
death-warrant of translations at the expense of the education
fund, into Sanskrit, Arabie, and Persian. The work of re-
form was now complete. The Oriento-maniasts were over-
whelmed with amazement and dismay. Their gorgeous
visions of literary monopoly, and self-aggrandisement vanished
like a dream. In a moment the old and fondly cherished
theory, that, if European knowledge is to be conveyed at all,
it can only be conveyed through the medium of the learned
languages of India, exploded as if smitten with the wand of
enchantment. In an instant, the new and obnoxious theory,
embodying the simple but grand idea, that European know-
ledge can most rapidly, effectually, and successfully be im-
parted to the superiorly educated classes of Nulives, through
the medium of the English language, was exalted to the well
earned honour of a station amongst the legislative enactments
of the British Governmeut in India.

From this summary, it must be evident that Lord W. Ben-
tinck’s enactment amounted to a great deal more than a merve
extension of the former Government scheme of education— to

VoL, II 2r



208 Lord Auckland’s Minute on Nalive Education. [May,

a great deal more than a mere superaddition to some of its
provisions. It amounted, immediately or in sure reversion, to
an entire abrogation of the old economy, and the substitution
of an entirely new economy instead. 'T'he stout defendants of
the discarded regime, who had become wmore and more exas-
perated, as their prospects became increasingly desperate,
were of course defeated but not satisfied. And it is to the
protracted warfare carried on between them and the ad-
vocates of the new order of things, both before and after
the 7th March, 1835, that your Lordship has applied the
designation of ¢ our education controversies.” The wish to
terminate these controversies proves the reality of an ami-
able and peaceful disposition. And so far is the meed of
praise pre-eminently due to the Dilhi Minute. But the exist-
ence of a good intention is one thing ; lhe wisdom and adap-
talion of the means of carrying it into effect, quite another.
The excellence of the former is admitted ; the manifestation
of the latter is wholly denied. For, what is your Lordship’s
panacea for the final closing up of all past dissensions, and the
sure furtherance of future peace and harmony on ¢ the educa-
tion" question ?’ It is—by assuming chicfly on the authority
of one of the most violent of the disputants, * that the insuffi-
ciency of the funds assigned by the state for the purpose of
publie instruction has been amongst the main causes of the
violent disputes,”’—to toss the question of principle overboard
altogether ; and resolve the whole affaiv into e seramble for
money ! It is, by repeuling the greater half of Lord W. Beu-
tinck’s enactment, to restore the ancient reign of Hindu and
Muhammadan scholasticism ! And all for what? Simply to
extinguish the smouldering ire of a few doating Orientalists.
It is, at the same time, by retaining the minor half of that enact-
ment, to perpetuate the sway of Anglicism, as a co-ordinate
system. And why? To bribe, if possible, into silent acquies-
cence, the friends of European Literature and Science. In
other words, by the abolition of the abrogatory, and the mainte-
nance of the substitutionary clanses of your noble predecessor’s
enactment, your Lordship proposes to unite the living with the
dead—to revive the spirit of the dark ages and cause it to enler in-
Lo heterogeneous combination with the spirit of modern enlighten-
ment—to divide the empire of education equally belween the
devolees of antiqualed error and the propagators of acknow-
ledyed truth! Such is the grand specific, which your Lord-
ship fondly expects. is to operate as a guietus, in allaying the
whole feverish excitement of our education controversies.
That it may, indeed, act as a soporific on the spirits of such of
the former belligerents, as contended ‘¢ mainly’ for the sordid
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prize of filthy lucre, were nothing strange :—but it would be
passing strange, should it be found to act as a charmer in
lulling into inglorivus sleep those who fought ¢ mainly” for
principles, on the practical recognition of which depeuds so
much of the temporal and eternal welfare of millions of our
Indian fellow-subjects. Here are two systems of education,
directly opposed to each other, and absolutely contradictory in
their entire substance, scope, and ends. Reviewing these two
systems, Lord W. Bentinck,—with the straight-forward bear-
ing of British manliness and British courage, in the spirit which
fired the old barons of Runnymede, and with the decisive
energy of uncompromising principle,—thus pronounced his
decision: ¢ Regardless of the idle clamours of interested
partizanship, and fearless of all consequences, let us resolve at
once to repudiate altogether what is demounstrably injurious,
because demonstrably false; and let us cleave to and exclusively
promote that which is demonstrably beneficial, because demon-
strably true.” Reviewing the very sime systems, my Lord
Auckland,—with what looks very like the tortuous bearing of
M.tchlavellmn policy, in the spirit of shrinking tumdlty
which heretofore hath compromised the success of the best
laid schemes, and with the Proteus-like facility of temporiz-
ing expediency,—thus enunciates his contrary verdict: ¢ Fear-

ful of offending any party, wishing to please all, and anxious
to purchase peace at any price, let us,—dropping all minor
distinctions between old and new, good and bad, right and
wrong,—let us at once resolve to emblacc and patronize both,
and both alike :—

¢ Tros Tyriusve mihi nullo discrimine habetur.”

In a word, ¢ Let us,” says Lord W. Bentinck, ¢ dis-endow
error, and endow only trulh :° “ Let us,” replics Lord Auck-
land, ¢ re-endow error, and conlinue the endowment of truth
t00.”

A decision, so wholly at variance with every maxim of
truth and righteocusness—a decision, so utterly repugnant to
the progressive spirit of the age;—what valid plea, what plan-
sible grounds can be adduced to justify P—Justify ! It surely
must scorn all justification as impossible, and any attempt
at justification as the wost ludicrous farce. But seeing that
vindication is impracticable, does it not admit of some pallia-
tives 2 If palliatives there be, they may be summed up in a
single sentence; viz. that it was most kind and amiable to
sooth the expiring sorrows of the superannuated remnant of
the race of Orientalists, who, like the owls and the bats, hare
such a special affection for the dingy and the dismal edifices
of hoar antiqui2ty; and who, like these lovers of darkness, are

R 2



300 Lord Aucklund’s Minule on Nalive Education. [May,

cver ready to break forth into strains as doleful as the notes
of a funeral dirge, when the crazy crevices in which they
have so long nestled are threatened with extermination! Most
kind and amiable we admit all this to be! But, beyond this
ad mission, where are we to look for grounds of palliation?
Was the decision demuanded by the promptings of generosity?
At this your Lordship seems to hint, when you remark ¢ that
a principle of wise liberality, not stinting any object which
can reasonably be recommended, but granting a measured
and discriminating encouragement to ally is likely to command
general acquiescence.”” In the ebstract, nothing can be sounder
than this remark. But the real question is, Whether the ob-
ject propused by your Lordship be one which can ¢ reasonably
be recommended ?’—and, Whether the application thereto
of state funds be an exemplification of “a principle of wise
liberality ?” Tacitly to assume these two points is an absurd
begging of the whole question. 1 deny that the re-endow-
ment of a system,which, like the venomons night-shade, has
for ages benumbed the national mind of India, can be reason-
ably recommended. I deny that money applied to re-establish
and perpetuate its noxious efficacy can possibly flow from a
principle of wise liberality. All this will appear more fully
from what follows. Meanwhile, I am ready to maintain that
there was no want of generosity in Lord W. Bentinck’s enact-
ment, If the funds, abstracted from Sanskrit and Muham-
madan Colleges, had been merged into the general revenue,
there might have been some rvom for the charge. But this
was not the case. The funds, it is true, were alienated ; but
they were only alienated from the encouragement of one kind
of literature, which was worse than nseless and rapidly becom-
ing obsolete 5 and applied to the diffusion of another kind of
literature, which is fresh, vigorous, and eminently productive of
good,—a literature, which, to say the least, seems to he equally
well appreciated by the natives themselves, They were merely
transferred from one educationary field to another, that pro-
mised a richer harvest. I'he ofject proposed was still one and
the same, viz. the cultivation of the native mind; but the mode
of culture was altered. The old worn-out implements of intel-
lectual husbandry were exchanged for new, iwmproved, and
more efficient ones. Where was the lack of liberality mani-
fested here? On the contrary, this was a “wise liberality,”
because it was the liberality of principle. Yea, it was nobly
generous. TFormerly, justice was every where administered
according to Hindu and Muhammadan law, as treasured up in
Sanskrit and Arabic; aud, in the native courts, all cases, civil
and criminal, were pleaded aud recorded in the Persian lan-
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guage. Hence were we continnally reminded by the advocates
of the old system that it was generous, if not necessary, to aid
in qualifying natives to assist, in various capacities, in the
administration of justice. Now, however, the scales began to
be completely turned. A new code of laws for all India was
about to be prepared in English; and in that language, agree-
ably to your Lordship’s important vemark, ¢ the vast and most
important correspondence’ (connected with government and
other public business) ¢ must ever be conducted ;”—while the
vernacular tongues, and not Persian, ¢ will be the future lan-
guages of the Courts and offices in the interior.”” Was it
generous to aid in preparing individuals to act as native plea-
ders, councillors, assessors, and judges under the old system ?
And must it not be equally generous to do the same under
the new? Yea, in this right view of the case, were not the
best interests of the people more than generously provided
for, when funds, formerly expended in qualifying for a system
about to be abolished, were all transferred and appropriated
to the preparing of agents to act with intelligence and vigor
under that which was to be substituted in its place? Had
your Lordship imitated the wise and generous pulicy of your
noble predecessor; and, instead of reviving, at so large an
expense, an effete and noxious system, had you persevered
‘in the spivit of his new and productive application of the
lapsed funds ;—move especially, had you increased tenfold
the means of an improved education through the medium of
English and the vernacular dialects ;—then, indeed, would
your Lordship’s adwministration be characterised by one
splendid manifestation of the °‘ principle of a wise liberality,”
directed to the promotion of an object which could not
only be ¢ reasonubly recommended,” but warmly extolled.
Whereas, by adopting the contrary course, yonr Lordship
has just succeeded in exhibiting to the world, an object with-
out a reason, a scheme without wisdom, a liberality without
principle !

Was your Lordship’s decision demanded by the exigencies
of state policy ? No. There are seasons when, amid the erup-
tions of popular fury, rulers think themselves constrained to
make concessions which their own better judgwent may con-
demn. But, in the present instance, no such state necessity
can be pleaded. 'I'rue, certain native inhabitants of Calecutta
did, in the exercise of their rights of citizenship, deem it pro-
per to petition the Government on the subject of its new Edu-
cation Act. But what of that ? If, amid the vague and unde-
fined notions of a first surprize, some alarm had been excited
in unobservant minds, would it not be the duty of a great, wise,
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and magnanimous Government, conscious of the integrity of
its motives and the rectitude of its principles, to remain un-
moved ? And if it did so, would not such alarm, like every
other ebullition of ignorant clamour, prove transient as the
ruffling of the waters by the passing breeze? Would not
the continued good faith and unabated kindness of a paternal
government speedily allay all groundless surmises ? Would
it not, by giving substantial prools of its own more enlight-
encd views, very soon succeed in dispelling the darkening
visions of those idle alarmists who are so apt to be haunted
with images of terror ? And would not the settied and perma-
nent security which they would find still extended to all they
most valued, open up a natural safety-valve for the escape of
all heated fancies and doleful presages? But, in the present
case, there was no room at all for the exercise of such magna-
nimous policy. Your Lordship, therefore, very wisely coes
not so much as even hint at such a ground of vindication.
The fact is, that the number of natives, directly affected by
the proposed education reform, constituted but an ezceedingly
minule jfraction of the general population. The educational
advantages previously conveyed, whatever these wight be, were
wholly engrossed by a very small body of the learned classes.
The great mass of the people were wholly excluded from the
benefits of the literary monopoly. Nmel‘.y-mne in a hundred
knew little, and cared less, about its nature, objects, work-
ings, or privileges. And of the small monopolist fraction, in
consequence of the judicious provision of the enactment, not
one living member was to suffer, whether student or professor,
whether secretary or superintendent, All were to enjoy their
respective pecuniary immunities, whether these were stipu-
lated for a limited period or for life. The existing incum-
bents were thus allowed gradually to wear out, or die out,
Hence the change, from the position of active support to the
condition of a wise neutrality, was made to progress so insen-
sibly as to provoke little or no murmuring, and excite little
or no real opposition.  And when any little murmuring or op-
position which had been manifested by a few selfish partizans
was daily shrinking away into evanescent or infinitely small
quantities ; 5 then it was, that your Lordship, not ()nly without
any urgencies of state policy, but without any urgencies at all
on'the | part of those most directly concerned ; yea, and in spite
of the reclaiming good sense of the community at large :—then
it was, that your Lordship gratuitously resuscitated a system
which has not only its brow deformed with the wrinkles of old
age, but its whole form and aspect deeply braunded with the
rottenness and dishonours of the tomb !
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Was your Lordship’s decision demanded on the score of right
and justice # No. Your Lordship at once disowns the proposition
so foolishly assumed by some of the ultra-orientalists, viz.
¢ that the Government had given a pledge that the funds here-
tofore assigned to particular Institutions shall continue to be
so for ever appropriated ;”” and you at once “reject the strict
principle of absolute aud irreclaimable appropriation.”  So far
your Lordship has decided soundly ; and this is the part of your
Lordship’s Minute which opens up a cheering glimpse of the
prospect of an eventual return to a better order of things ;—
it is the fulerum on which another Governor General is invited
to poise his lever for the upsetting of that fabric of delusion and
crror which has now been restored. But—letting that pass—
I proceed, in re-echoing your Lordship’s declaration, to re-
wark, that nothing could be more preposterous than the
pleas and pretensions of the Ultras in orientalism. For, how
stands the case ? At certain intervals, during the last fifty years,
voluntary grants have been made by successive governments,
for the encouragewment of native Literature in a few Institu-
tions established by Government itself. Will it be presumed
that the Government of the day, acting under a sense of its
responsibility towards the public weal, has not a legitimate
right to veview, alter, amend, or annul the acts of former ad-
ministrations ? Will it be pretended that it cannot, without
breach of faith, divert privileges previously conferred into new
and more profitable chanuels ? Will it be disputed, that it can-
not, without being impeached with the charge of unjustice, re-
sume, and apply to better ends, grants spontaneously proffered
by itself ? Could it be shewn that, at any time, when the Bri-
tish smote into the dust the confederacies of the Indian Rijas
and Nawéibs, mounted the throne of the Great Mogul, and
wielded the imperial sceptre over a domain more extensive, an
empire more consolidated far than that of the mighty Aureng-
zebe ;—could it be proved that then, or at any subsequent
period, the Government had really pledged itself, had actually
entered into a solemn compact with the representatives of the
people of India, to devote ¢n perpeluity a determinate amount
of funds for the specific purpose of encouraging native Liter-
ature, in certain Native Institutions ;—then, indeed, but not
till then, might the sudden or gradual withdrawment of such
funds seem to implicate the good faith, the honour, or the
justice of the Brilish Government. But as no such pledge,
according to your Lordship’s own adwmission, was ever given,
as no such compact was ever entered into, as the boon confer-
red was of the nature of a pure gratuity and not of a vested
right, as the pecuniary grant bestowed was wholly unfettered
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by terms or conditions, having no guarantee whatsoever
for its permanency but the free will and pleasure of the exist-
ing Government ;—what imaginable fonndation was there for
the outery of the Ultras respecting the violation of pledges,
rights, and justice? Was it an outery which could be tolerated
withont stultifying the free deliberatious of legislative councils,
nullifying their peculiar and inalienable rights, and establish-
ing a principle which might serve to eternize errvor, as well
as attach the seal of unchangeableness to truth ? And yet, in
spite of all this admission on the part of your Lordship, and all
this demonstration on the part of reason, your Lordship has
concluded by counceding to the noisy claimants fully more than
their unfounded and injurious demands! It is much the same
as if,—on my purse being demanded by some sturdy petiti-
oner on the highway, aud after my having succeeded, both by
arguments and blows, in demounstrating that he had no right to
it and could not get it without my permission,—I chose to
wind up the fierce encounter, by granting to him all that he
had asked, with something extra, out of sheer good-nature, to
enconrage him in future, still to persevere in the same honour-
able calling !

It thus appears that no! the shadow of a reason can be ad-
duced in fovour of your Lordship’s restoration of what your
noble predecessor had abolished. But the question rests not
on negative grounds alone. There are positive reasons, at
once resistless and unanswerable, agains/ the act of restoration.
These have already been alluded to in different forms. But
the vast importance of the principle at issue, to the millions
of this benighted land challenges a more detailed notice. In
order, then, to understand these reasons aright, we must start
with asking what is meant by Educalion ? In its highest and
noblest sense, it must denote the tmprovement of the mind, in
all its capacities, intellectual, moral, and religious. But let
us adopt what definition we may ; let us reduce it within
its narrowest limits ; let us restrict it to the mere formation of
the intellect, and the question still remains, How is the in-
tellect to be formed or cultivated ? Is it by the inculcation of
error or the iniroduction of truth ? Doubtless by the latter,
will all, with one accord, exclaim.

The next step, then, is to apply this indispulable test or
canon to Oriental Literatuve. Will it abide the application
ormnot? Jf we were to give implicit credit to some of its
idolizing eulogists it would. And sorry I am to find your
Londshlp apparently giving countenance to the gross delusion,
wlicn, in the spirit of well-meant but ill-timed coinplaisaice,
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you state that you ¢“ see nothing but good to be derived from
the employment of the funds which have beeun assigned to
each Oriental Seminary, exclusively for instruction in, or in
connection with, that Seminary”—and further declare that you
are not ““at all disposed to undervalue the awount of sound
education and morality which is to be acquired at these semi-
naries.”” True it is, that, asin the case of all other formal and
fulsome compliments, your Lordship cannot long be consistent
with yourself. Ior, iu the second pavagraph afier the last
quotation, vou proceed to state that you are ¢ assuredly
sensible of the radical errors and deﬁczenczes of the Oriental
system.” So far, then, as your Lordship is concerned, with
the bane you have taken care to supply the antidote—the one
statement admirably neutralizing the other.

But there are others besides your Lordship, with whom we
have to do in this matter. The Oxford Professor of Sanskrit,
H. H. Wilson, Iisq., who may well be allowed. {from his eminent
attainments, to represent the Orientalists generally, has, in an
elaborate article in the Asiatic Journal, resolutely declared
that, to the natives of India, their own writings are invaluable,
not merely as the repositories of their lehgmn and laws, but
on account of their salutary influence in maintaining amongst
the people a “ respect for science, a veneration for wisdom, a
sense of morality, a feeling of beauty, a regard for social ties
and domestic affections, an admiration of excellence, and a
love of country.” If all this were true, and #f it were the
whole truth, one might be at a loss to know how to vindicate
the conduct of Government in so summarily resolving to banish
native Literature from its intellectual gvimasia. But the moon
has two faces,—one very dark, and the other faintly luminous.
And so we suspect has Oriental Literature. The lominous side
has now been presented to usin its fairest array ; but we must
not forget that there is a dark side too; and that it has been
painted in such gloomy colours, that Cimmerian, or Egyptian
darkness, would fail in supplying representative emblewns of it.
To the all-comprehending systen, or vast ocean (as an Asiatic
would term it) of Oriental Literature, some would not scruple
to apply, by way of accommodation, the cutting satire of
Ferdusi, rvespecting the imperial splendour of the court of
Ghizni: ¢ The magnificent court of Ghizni,” said he, ¢'is a
sea; but a sea without bottom and without shore; I have
fished in it long, but have not found any pearl.”

In this, however, as iu all other cases, truth will be found
to be intermediate between the extremes. Let us freely con-
cede that the Literature of Hindustin contains a proportion
of what is sound, beautiful, and true, in principle, magery,
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and fact; and that it embodies a hundred-fold more of what
is original and curious, than is to be found in the ancient
Literaturve of any other nation in or out of Christendom :—
and what of all this concession ? The grand question still
recurs :—Is it not one thing to regard a Literature as an in-
exhaustible field for literary, scientific, and theological research;
and quite another, to cherish it as the sole nursery of intellect,
morals, and religion ! And in spite of occasional truths, beau-
ties, and excellencies, is it not true that Oriental Literature is
throughout impregnated with-a great deal more of what is
false in principle, erroneous in fact, and, by consequence in-
jurious in moral tendency ?

That the truth of this could be shown, is beyond all con-
troversy. To advance all the proofs, would be to transcribe
the greater part, by far, of these enormous piles of writings
which ages of *“ learned and laborious trifling” have accumu-
lated. T'his would be impossible. In any case, therefore,
we should be obliged to rest satisfied with a few gleanings
which might serve as specimens of the materials which
compose the greater part of the Luge misshapen mass. In
the selection of such specimens, we would not require to
roam over the wide field of Oriental Literature. As has already
been shown, the old Government Committee published or patro-
nised, to a great extent, works of native authorship, for the ex-
press purpose of being employed as class-books in the colleges
established or superintended by them. These works, there-
fore, we should have a right to consider as the best and most
useful to be found in the classical language of India, and
consequently, in the estimation of the Committee, the best
adapted for the instroction of Indian youth, Of course, in
selecting our specimens from these publications the most
zealous Orientalist could not charge us with acting unfairly
towards his favourite theme. Did our space admit of it, we
might here present the reader with extracts from these, the
choicest works of Hindu Literature, which would demonstrate
that in them are taught :—Ist.  Things frivolous and useless.
2nd. Fualse chronology and history. 3rd. False science. 4th.
False civil and criminal law. bth. Falise logic and metaphysics;
and, 6th. False morals and religion! After such a statement,
need one word more be added in vindication of an act that
proposed to sweep away all such false systems from the Ge-
vernment schools and colleges for the instruction of youth ?

Still, the friends of Oriental Literature plead hard for a sus-
pension or modification of so severe a verdict, One of these
has lately reminded us, that it is ¢ a prejudiced and ignorant
criticism that looks only for blemishes in the literature of the
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East.”” Would to God that this Literature were such, that it
really required the scrutiny of a prejudiced and ignorant
eritic to detect its blemishes! What! isit insinuated by this
remark, that the blemishes are so few, that the microscopic
eye of prejudice alone could discover them? and so slight,
that the blundering gaze of ignorance alone could magnify
them into serious faults? If so, then do we throw down the
gauntlet, and declare (while we challenge any Orientalist living
to disprove, by written documentary evidence, the declaration)
that the foulest blemishes pervade the entire mass; that they
pervade it to the extent of composing the main part of its
ingredients ; and that, instead of being isolated spots, which
would elude the glance of any eye save that of prejudiced
criticism, they are the real or supposed excellencies which
may truly be characterized as isolated spots, thinly strewn over
the vast surface, like rare islets of verdure scattered over tlie
great African desert !

Again, it has been alleged, that if Oriental Literature be
superseded on account of its blemishes, every other literature,
even that of Eugland, must be laid aside too, since the latter
is not without its ¢ foul spots.” Never was there a compari-
son that would appear more unfair and disingenuous. The
Literature of England has, it must be admitted, its foul spots.
It has its idle and frivolous publications ; it has its works that
inculcate false principles in science, in wmorals, in religion.
But are they all of this description? Is the greater part, or
even the oune-half, of this description ? If not,—rather if the
greater part be of an eutirely contrary character, or even so
large a proportion of it, as to supply a complete course of
sound knowledge, unwixed with error in every branch of
inquiry, literary, scieutific, and theological,—then do we hold
it to be “foul scorn,” to compare the universal literaturve of
England with the universal literature of India, which cannot
produce a single volume on any one subject that is not stadded
with error; far less, a series of volumes, that would furnish
any thing bearing the most distant resemblance to a complete
range of accurate information in any conceivable department
of useful knowledge.

Once more, the study of the Indian classics, as they have
been politely designated, has been defended on the ground of
its being analogous to the study of the Greek and Roman clas-
sics in Great Britain. Never was there a more fallacious ana-
logy. In Britain, the study of the Greek and Roman classics
forms but a fraction of a collegiate course of instruction. In
the Sanskrit and Mubammadan Colleges of the East little
else has been taught; and, till of late, nothing except the
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nicetics and subtilties, the extravagant legends, and worse
than fantastical speculations of the Indian classics. In
Britain, whatever injurious impressions might otherwise be
produced in the mind, by the perusal of the Greek and
Roman classics, are nmore than neutralized by another and a
higher species of teaching, even that of Christian tuition,
whether in the domestic circle, or in the public sanctuary.
In India, there is nothing to neutralize the evil; no true
religion instilled into the youthful mind to counteract the per-
nicious influences of what is false. In Britain, both teachers
and taught know and acknowledge that the religion of Saturn
and Jupltel is not only a fa]ac, but a dead 1el|g10n, wholly
divested of the influence which it once cxerted over the
European mind; and that the writings which unfold its
doctrines and its practices ave poscessed of no divine autho-
rity. In India, the religion of Brahwmais still a living reli-
gion, fraught with walignant cnergy, and operating with
undisputed sway on the understanding and the consciences
of millions. There, too, the classics that are its reposito-
ries are studied, not as mere literavy productions, but as divine
seriplures ; works that cither issued directly from the mouth
of Brahma at the time of the creation, or were subse-
quently written under divine inspiration of some kind. Every
thing contained in them is regarded as sacred truth, every
thing enjoined in them as sacred law, having the stawp and
signature of divinity. And to muke assurance doubly sure,
they have been taught and expounded in the government
institutions, to heathen youth, by brahimans or heathen priests;
whose duty, and profession, and interest it is, to maintain
their authority as imperative and supreme in science, law,
morals and religion. In circumstances so absolutely diverse,
does it not seem to savour of something like impertinence to
say, that the study of the Greek and Rowan classics in Great
Britain bears any analogy to the study of the Indian classiés
in seminaries established along the banks of the Ganges ?

Thus it appears that every attewspt to delend the Indian
classies as the exclusive or even chief iustrumentin the educa~
tion of nautive heathen youth, only recoils with more deadly
force on the strongholds of the unhappy defenders.

Seeing, then, that whatever definition of education may be
adopted, it must exclude the inculcation of error; and seeing
that the Indian classics abound throughout with radical
errors and fatal untruths, was not the Government of Lord
W. Bentinek awply ju-tified in resolving to banish these from
its schools and colleges? Was it not more than justified in
refusing any longer to expend its revenues in hiring students
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to learn, and professors to teach, what is noforiously false in
history and chronology, in geography and astronomy, in logic
and metaphysics, in civil and criminal law, in morals and reli-
gion ;—enforced as all such instructions were and must be, by
the overawing influence of sages, and the inconlrollable autlio-
rity of the gods ? .

And seeing that the reasons which so amply justified the
renunciation of Oriental Literature and Scieuce in the edu-
cation of native youth are still the same—unchanged and
unchangeable—how ought we to reprobate that act of my
Lord Auckland by which these have been restored to their
wonted supremacy >—an act, so wholly gratuitous ;—an act
so wholly without any valid reasous, yea, so absolutely in
spite of reasons, the most cogent and resistless ;—an act,
which tends to roll back the tide of improvement—re-in-
troducing the logowmachies of a barbarous scholasticism, the
legends of a debasing idolatry, and the subtilties of an im-
pious Pantheism into fields, whence they were beginning to
die away before the vigorous shoots of literary, scientific,
and religious truth ! What! Would not your Lovdship shud-
der at the very thought of expending the revenues of the
state, or any revenues at all, in establishing manufactories
of deleterious drugs for the express purpose of poisoning
the founts of water and the garners of provision throughout
the land ? And, what is error, hut the poison of the soul ?
And ought a being, distinguished by the gifts of reason and
benevolence, to shrink less from the wilful ruin of the souls
of men than from the wilful destruction of their bodies ?
Sarely, my Lord, when the hosannahs that rise from present
success are hushed, and the wmind has retired into the
chambers of imagery, and conscience has been re-vivified by
inward reflection and the monitions of Providence,—surely,
your Lordship will be the first to shudder at the remembrance
of haviug, without a cause, re-opened and re-endowed on the
soil of poor unhappy lundia, those laboratories of intellectual,
moral, and religious poison which your noble predecessor
had so generously resolved to close! Language utterly fails
me in attempting to embody my own impression of the
degradation, the ignominy, the sin, of so fatal—so disastrous
a retrogression !

These words, my Lord, are penned in the full assarance, that
in this age of canting candour and gilded hypocrisy, they will
be denounced as presumptuous, intolerant, and exaggerated.
Nevertheless, truth is truth, and error is error, though a
whole guilty world should conspire to break down the divine
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landmarks by which they are eternally separated. These
words are also penned in the full assurance, that with your
Lordship and Councillors they will not have the weight of a
feather. So let it be. Here, your Lordship is every thing.
Here, politically and civilly speaking, your wvoice is all but
omunipotent. Speak but the word, and thousands are ready
to shout, It is the voice of a God! Speak but the word, and
thousands more are ready to fall down and worship whatever
idol or image you muay be pleased to set up. Here, on the
other hand, the humble Missionary, in a worldly sense, neither
is, nor desires to be, any thing. Let him but speak the word,
and lo, it is the voice of a fanatic! Let him but give forth his
warnings, and lo, they ave treated with supercilious scorn or
branded as a grand impertinence. But, my Lord, I must
remind you that the greater the power, the more tremendous
the responsibility! I must also remind you that,—apart from
the solemnities of the Great Assize to which the noble and the
mighty will be summoned, without respect of persons, along
with the poorest and the meanest of the land—there is, even
here below, another tribunal, of a different frame and texture
from that of an Asiatic time-serving favour-seeking community,
at whose bar the appeal of a gospel minister will be heard as
promptly as that of the noblest Lord. There is a British pub-
lic, and above ull, a religious public in Great Britain, which
herctofore hath been moved, and may readily be moved
again, by the addresses and expostulations of a Christian
Missionary. It was the righteous agitation of this public
which wrenched asunder the bars of prohibition to the free
ingress of Bibles and Heralds of salvation into India. It was
the righteous agitation of this public which accelerated and en-
sured the abolition of the murderous rite of Suttee (Sati).
It was the righteous agitation of this public which fore-
doomed the ultinrate severance of official British connec-
tion with the mosques and temples and idolatrous observances
of this benighted people. And rest assured, my Lord, that as
certainly as the rising sun chases away the darkness of night,
so certainly will the righteous agitation of this same British
public eventually wipe away, as a blot and disgrace, from our
national statute book, that fatal act, by which your Lordship
has restored the government patronage aud support to the
shrines and sanctuaries of Hindu and Mubammadan learning
—with all their ldolatrous, Pantheistic, and Anti-christian
errors! A surer prospect of earning the garland of victory,
no Christian Missionary could possibly desire, than the op-
portunity of boldly confronting, on a theme like this, the migh-
tiest of our State Functionaries, in the presence of a promiscu-
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ous audience of British-born free-men, in any city or distriet,
from Cornwall to Shetland. His marceh would be that of one
continned conquest. The might and the majesty of a great
people, awakeuned to discern the truth and import of things as
they arve, would increasingly swell his traiv.  And, from the
trinmph of indomitable principle in Britain, would emanate,
as in times past, an influence which would soou cause itself
to be felt in the Supreme Councils of India—and thence ex-
tend, with renovating efficacy, through all its anti-religious
Schools and Colleges. .
A. D.

P. S.—T'he author cannot but express his high satisfaction at the
spirit and the power manifested in the condemnatory part of the first
notice of ““the Minute” in the Friend of India. 1t was altogether wor-
thy of the reputation of that most able, useful, and ivfluential Journal.
In his next letter, the author expects to euter on a part of  the Minute,”
which it will afford him no ordinary pleasure to be enabled conscien-
tiously to applaud, with as great earnestuess as he has felt himself con-
strained to reprobate the portion commented ou in the present.

V.—"Truth defended and error exposed.—S trictures upon Hare
Chandra Tarkapanchdnan’s answer to Myr. Muir’s Matapa-
riksma, and wpon Bdbu Kdsindth Bosuw’s Tract orn Hia-
duism and Christianity.

Under this title a tract has been lately published by the Rev.
K. M. Banerjea. The circumstances which occasioned its
publication are as follows :

J. Muir, Esq. of the Civil Service, published not long ago
a book in Sanskrit, entitled Matapariksina, in which he gives
an account of the Christian Religion, and exposes the errors
of Hinduism. To this work Hara Chandra Tarkapanchdnan, a
brahman of this city, published an answer in the same language.
This book, which is full of falsehood and bitter invectives
against Christianity, was translated into Bengali aud highly
recommended in several numbers of tihe Prabhdkar., Soon
after another tract in defence of Hinduism appeared, written
by Babu Kisinath Bosu. Under these circumstances our
author thought it his duty to take up the pen in favour of
Christianity, and to defend it agaiust the attucks of its adver-
saries. The fruits of his labours he has given to the public in
the abovementioned pamphlet.

The pamphllet is divided into three parts. The firstis written
in English by a friend of the author. It numbers thicteen
pages, and corresponds to the preface of Tarkapanchinan’s
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tract, which is equally written in English. The second part
contaius in thirty-four pages, the author’s answer to several
of Tarkapanchanan’s objections and invectives against Chris-
tianity. Itis written in Bengdli, but intermixed with frequent
quotations from Tarkapanchanan’s Sunskrit tract. Itis a pity
that these quotations are all printed in the Négri character,
which is unknown to the greater part of the pandits in Ben-
gal. To have printed them in the common Bengéli character
or to have added a Bengdli translation to them wonld have
very much enhanced the usefulness of the book. The third
part is very brief (six pages) and contains a short and general
answer to Kasinath Bosu’s tract, to which is added an address
to the youth of Calcutta.

We proceed now to give in a few words the contents of the
book. In the first part we have a philosopbical dissertation
on the following assertion of Tarkapanchanan,

“ The truth of a Revelation cannot be proved by an appeal
to the beauty of its preceptive morality, nor can its falsity be
established by imputing deformity to its institutions. The
standard of beauty and deformity is arbitrary, and man, with
his limited reason, is not able to scan the objects of the precepts
which he believes to have been divinely revealed.” Tarka-
panchidnan means, that in morals the difference between good
and bad is quite arbitrary, and depends merely on the weak
and easily-to-be-deceived reason of men. o this our writer
objects, and tries to prove that there is an essential and mate-
rial difference between right and wrong. He says: among all
nations and in all languages the idea of right and wrong and
terms expressing it are to be found ; that some nations prac-
tise theft and murder without remorse is no exception to the
rule, for those nations condemn those crimes when practised
on thewmselves ; even the most savage nations have some idea
of the administration of justice. Again, sacrifices and purifica-
tions are found in some way or other all over the world, they
show that all nations have an idea of holiness and guilt, right
and wrong. Finally, the power of conscience proves the
existence of an eternal ““and immutable law’’ distinguishing
between right and wrong.

"The writer concludes this argumentation in a rather awkward
way, when he says: ‘“ It is not however to be demed that,
ne»eltheless, there is great confusion in this matter,” meanmg
by this, I suppose, that though the idea of right and wrong is
general, yet the application of this idea is different in different
individuals. What one thinks right, the other thinks wrong,
and vice versa: for instance, Murder is condemned among
us; but the Dayas of Borneo respect that maun most, who has
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waylaid and slain the greatest number of people; the North
Awerican Indians, are said to murder their own parents when
age renders them weak and decrepid. Innuwmerable instances
of the same nature might be adduced. They all show, not that
the difference between good and evil is imaginary, but that
our knowledge of it has been obscured, or, to use the words
of our author, ¢ the perception of it has been more or
less impaired.””—He then proceeds to show, that the deterio-
ration of our moral and intellectual faculties is owing to our
own evil choice ; that choice is the act of the mind, and that it
is the miud, which making a bad choice infects both soul and
body ;—the soul was made for goodness, but prefers evil, and is
answerable for it. The why, we cannot explain, but the Bible,
as well as Philosophy, tells us, that if is so. We are unholy,
and by being so our power of right actions is enfeebled, and
therefore, if an appeal to our judgment of good and bad is
unsafe, it is not because there is only an arbitrary difference
between good and bad, but because the eyes of our mind are
blinded. If that appeal be uncertain, it furnishes no argu-
ment against the truth of Christianity, nor can it weaken our
belief in it, because the best proofs for its truth do not repose
on the beauty of its morality, but on historical evidence.

This long dissertation is very good in itself, but not fully to
the purpose; it explains what Tarkapanchénan does not deny,
and admits as well as he does, that our intellectual powers
are in many cases too weak to distinguish clearly between
good and evil, and that the proof taken from the sublimity of
a moral system does not quite satisfactorily establish its
truth.

The objections answered in the second part of the tract, are
so shallow and absurd, that the Christian reader must not ex-
pect to find the perusal of the book very entertainiug or inter-
esting, The answers however are pluin, convincing and always
to the point, but they do too much honour to Tarkapanchi-
nan’s silly book ; he will think himself very wise after this.
Our friend should have remembered the saying of Solomon,
Prov. xxvi. 5, If the enemies we shall by and by have to
contend with in India are not more formidable than this
brahmian, our task will be an easy one.

Here are some specimens of his penetration and of the way
in which K. M. B. answers him.

He says : People become Christians in this country through
the deception of crafty priests ({h"*’j@:ﬂﬂ) in the hope of get-
ting wine to drink and nieat to eat, and of obtaining the daugh-
ters of those priests for wives.

VOL. II. 27
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Answer: The greater number of native Christians are ex-
ceedingly poor and cannot afford to procure wine and meat,
and the priests, i. e. missionaries, are never so familiar with
them, that they might have the hope of obtaining their daugh-
ters. As to respectable natives, they had almost all forsaken
caste and adopted the use of wine and meat before becoming
Christians, and to accuse them of indulging in the hope of
obtaining Missionaries’ daughters is very wrong, because, there
are very few if any Missionaries here in Calcutta who have
marriageable daughters, and to this day no European has
been on so intimate terms with a native that the latter might
have entertained the hope of marrying the daughter of the
former.

Again Tarka says in defence of his religion : If any books
are to be believed, those books are the Vedas, because they
have existed from the foundation of the world, and as proof
that they are so old, he alleges, that they say so themselves.

Answer : To say that the Vedas are true, because they are
coeval with the creation of the world and that they are coe-
val with the creation of the world, because they say so and
their sayings are true, is arguing in a circle ; such argumen-
tation cannot stand.

Tarkapanchdnan objects : If you do not believe the shis-
tras, what reasons have you to believe the Christian writings ?

Answer: The Gospel was written by eye-witnesses, whose
character can be relied upon, but about the time and place of
composition and the authors of the shastras nothing certain
is known.

T. objects that the dream of Mary, he means I suppose
the apparition of the angel Gabriel to her, is not true, be-
cause Mark and John do not meation it.

B. Answers very properly cmiax a=if§ stapea

In another place T. is ignorant and impudent enough to
say, that ¢ the account of the dream being made known every
where, the priests to save their reputation favoured its belief,
and they being then at the head of the nation, the whole mass
of the people soon admitted the truth of it.”

Again : Only God knows futurity, therefore all the prophe-
cies written in the Bible must be false, because they are written
by mere men. To prove their falsity he says: Itis written,
that the kingdom of the Jews would be established in the
country of Bethlehem, but was this prophecy fulfilled ? Quite
the contrary, after Christ’s coming the Jewish kingdom was
destroyed ! !!

Kasinath Bosu’s tract, says the author in the third part of
his book, is much less passionate; the Bibu speaks calmly
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and kindly, and his attacks are not so open and bold as
Tarka’s are. He speaks of the vanity of riches and earthly
honour, and of the folly of those who endeavour to obtain
them, insinuating by this, that this is the reason, why people
become Christians.

But our author answers, that in speaking thus, he speaks
against his own religion, which promises riches, honour, &ec.
to its adherents, not against the Christian religion which
promises no rewards in this life,

The Bibu remarks further, that the Divinity and the
human soul are one, and that in consequence holiness and sin
are oune also. Our author says, preaching such a doctrine
would be a great crime iu the eyes of God, and would destroy
the peace of mankind.

The Bibu says, that the height of perfection and equality
with God is obtained by the fat@rsfdareia ; i. e. by freeing one’s
self from all external sensation and becoming like a stone or
a piece of wood, and by concentrating all faculties in the
#=tstl or divine part of the soul, i. e. by annihilating them.

B, remarks on this : first, that to do so would be impos-
sible ; and secondly, that to pretend to be equal to God would
be rebellion against Him and punishable as such.

At the end our writer addresses the Hindu youth, and ex-
horts them to read and examine the Bible.

Before concluding this short review, we would recommend to
our author to be more lucid and simple in his style, as the
complicated constructions, and high sounding words and sen-
tences which abound principally in the first four pages of his
book, will certainly not increase its usefulness.

It is our sincere wish that this tract may find an extensive
circulation among the Hindus of this city and prove benefi-
cial to many.

Rl



316 Missionary and Religious Inlelliyence. [May,

Middionarp an Religioug Lntelligewce,

1.—MisstoNany aND EccLesiasticar MoveuEenTs,

The Bishop of Calcutta arrived here in the early part of April. His
Lordship’s health continues good.—Letters have been received from the
Cape from the IRev. W. Buyers ; his health was not much improved by
the voyage.—The Rev. Mr. Jones and Mrs. Jones, designed for the Mis-
sion at Chirra-punjee arrived on the 24th. Our newly arrived brethren
are connected with the Calvinistic Methodist Missionary Association—
a new Society connected with the Welch Churches. The Rev. Mr, Allan
of Hazareebaugh and the Rev. Mr. Backhouse of Agra, chaplains on
this establishment, died of cholera during the last month.

2.—Texperance SocieTy.

The friends of Temperance met on the evening of the 23rd of April, at
the Town Hall, with i view to the formation of a Temperance Society.
The Ven’ble the Archdeacon in the chair. The resolutions 'were moved
and seconded Ly the Rev. Dr. Duff, Rev. Messrs. G. Gogerly, I'. Boaz
and W. W_ Evans, Col. Powney, Dr. Corbyn and Lieut. Butler. The
speech of Dr. Duff was replete with eloquence and information. We
may probably be enabled to give a fuller account of the proceedings in
our next.

3.—THE INDIAN ADVOCATE.

We have received the second number of the British Indian Advocate,
the organ of the British Indian Association. It appears to be a well con-
ducted priodical, but capable of great improvement, To interest the
people in Britain in Indian matters will we fear be no easy task, I'he 4d-
wocate has done well, but it may do better. Let it eschew heaviness and
exaggeration and it will do well. We call the attention of our contem-
porary to the Dinajpur murder case noted in our last.

4. —Anniversary Meering oF Tue CarncurTa AvuxiLiarvy Barprisr
Missionary SecieTY. )

The Anniversary Meetiny of the Calcutta Auxiliary Baptist Missionary
Society was held in the Circular Road Chapel on Thursday the 15th uit. The
Rev. Dr. Duff presided on the occasion. The meeting was opened by sing-
ing, and prayer by the Rev. Dr. Yates, and after some preliminary observa-
tions from the Chairman, the Secretary read extracts of the Society’s I'wen-
tieth Report.  The meetins was then addressed by the Rev. Messrs. Mac- .
donald, Lacroix, Boaz, Evans, Sanuth and Small. The Chairman in his
usual masterly manner threw together the various arguments which had
been advancid by the speakers, and concluded an eloquent appeal to the
eonsciences of his hearers, by enforcing the duty of individual exertion in
the cause of Missions. We were glad to see a numerous attendance, and
the interest of the audience, notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, was
apparently sustained to the last.

The following Resolutions were passed at the meeting.

Proposed by the Rev. J. Macdonald, and seconded by the Rev. A, F,
Lacroix,

1.— That the Report, extracts from which have now been read, be
adopted and circulated under the divection of the Committee, and that,
whilst we desire in deep humility to acknowledze the sovereignty and
faithfulness of God as manifested in the heavy afflictions with which the
mission has been visited during the past year, we would also with grati-
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tude record the mercies with which they were blended, the sympathy which
they called forth, and the recent additions to the missionary body, by
which the losses sustained have in a measure been supplied.”

Proposed by the Rev. T, Boaz, and seconded by the Rev. W. W,
Evans,

11.—¢ That we desire to return our humble and fervent thanksgivings
to God for the measure of success which he has been pleased to confer
upon this Society and the mission generally, as well as upon other kindred
Institutions,~—and that we earnestly pray that a blessing yet more
abundant may attend the preaching of the Gospel, the translation and
distribution of the Sacred Scriptures, and the religious education of youth
in India.” :

Proposed by the Rev. T. Smith, and seconded by the Rev. G. Small,

III.—¢ That we deeply feel the importauce of making strenuous and
persevering efforts for the diffusion of Christianity in this heathen land,
and that the following ministers and gentlemen be entrusted with the
management of the affairs of this society for the ensuing year.’—T'rea-
surer, Mr. 1. B. Biss.—Secretary, Rev. J. Wenger.—Committee, Rev.
Messrs. Aratoon, Ellis, Evans, Morgan, Small, Thomas and Yates ;
Messrs. John S. Biss, E. Grey, P. lolmes, C. Holmes, H. Kemp, J.
Rowe, J. Sykes, M. Wittinbaker and S. G. Wyatt.”

5.—Native Epucarion.
Minute by the Right Honorable the Governor General,
(Concluded from p. 262.)

17. It will be observed that I have referred chiefly to inducements
connected with employment in the public service as likely to lead Indian
students to ask admission to our Colleges. This we may be satisfied, is
the principal motive which will as yet operate to bring them to any of our
educational Institutions. Excepting perhaps partially in Calcutta (and
possibly, though I am not informed on the point, at Bombay) the weal-
thy and higher classes of India do not send their sons to public Colleges
and Schools. Those who come to us for instruction are in search of the
means of livelihood, either in places under the Government, or in situa-
tions under individuals, which, in the peculiar constitution of Indian
Government and Society, bring them in a greater or less degree, in con-
nection with the public administration. I mention this point as explana-
tory of the importance to be attached to the nature of the instruction
communicated to our students. The remark applies with equal force to
our institutions for the study of the Classical learning of the East. Put-
ting aside the money stipends which were formerly allowed, the great
object of the students in the Sunskrit and Arabic Colleges of the Govern-
ment has been to rise to office as Law Pundits and Moulvies in the
Courts. The knowledge which gains for men reputation and profit among
the Native community, as great religious Teachers, or among the Hin-
dus as proficients in Astrology, is not to be acquired at those Colleges,
and will best be obtained elsewhere from private Native instructors. If
there be not a demand for the same number of Law Pundits and Moulvies
as previously, the attendance at the Colleges may be expected to decline,
though in the Arabic in a inuch less degree than in the Sanskrit Col-
leges; for Mahomadan studies fit men far more than those of Hindu
learning for all the active offices of life.

18. What has been said may suffice to prove that there are weighty
and daily growing inducements to the pursuit of English education, if
directed with a proper attention to the wants of Scholaxs and to practi-
cal results, It remains that means should be furnished, at least to the
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most promising of the Scholars, to continue their studies to the desired
completion: as incontestible proof appears to have been given* that their
poverty would otherwise generally compel them to retire from College as
soon after their leaving boyhood us an opportunity of securing a provi-
sion for their subsistence might be open to them.  On this point I will
immediately remark separately, but I would here again say, that I am of
opinion, in full concurrence with the President in Council, that whatever
amount of reward and support for meritorious students may be granted
to those attached to our English, should be granted also, in perfectly like
proportion, in our Oriental, Institutions. The pledge to maintain these
latter Institutions, while resorted to by the people, involves to my mind
the clear obligation to maintain them with all the conditions which are
Jjudged necessary for the general efficiency of our educational schemes.

19. Assuming upon the preceding reasoning that our aim as regards
those seminaries of highest learning which are not, like the learued
Eastern Colleges, specially assigned to other objects, should be to com-
municate European knowledge through the medium of the English lan-
guage, it is next to be considered what should be the character of the
minor Academies or Schools, such as may probably be eventually esta-
blished at every Zillah Station.

20. 1 have notstopped to state that correctness and elegance in ver-
nacular composition ought to be sedulously attended to inthe Superior
Colleges. 'T'his is a matter of course in the scheme of instruction. But
a question may well be raised whether in the Zillah Schools, the subject
matter of instruction ought not to be conveyed principally through the
vernacular rather than the Euglish medium.

21. I would certainly be much in favour of that course if I saw any
solid reason to believe that instruction of a common order would more
readily and largely be accepted from the Government in the one mode
than the other. I am quite of opinion that a very valuable amount of
useful knowledge may be easily conveyed, when good class books and
persons competent to teach from them are provided, through the means
of the vernacular languages. And while I am satisfied that some not
trivial amount of moral and intellectual stimulus and improvement ig
obtained from the Minor English Schools at present existing, yet the
standard of proficiency in them is probably not so great as that the mass
of Scholars in them would not be nearly as mucl gainers from merely
vernacular tuition.

22. Itisan argument for the use of the vernacular medium in such
schools that, after the first expense of preparing school books has been
incurred, instruction in that manner would, it may be expected, be
more economical than through English, which requires thie employment
of an English master on a salary at least two or three times as high
as would be adequate for a native teacher who had received an English
education, and was at the same time perfectly conversant with his
own tongue. Employment as a School.master would also be a natural
and proper provision for studious young men, who had gone through a
complete course at the Englisih Colleges. Such a master would of course
be able to instruct a class attached to a vernacular school in the first
elements of English learning, so as tolay a foundation for those who
wished further to prosecute that study.

23. It is a deduction from the saving which the substitution of Native
for English Masters in the Zillah Schools might produce, that English
superintendence over several circles of such Schools would probably for a
long period be indispensable, and a charge on that account must be esti-
mated for. It is also to be reckoned that the cost of compiling and trans-

# See details at the close of para. 8, and in paras. 10 to 13 of Note.
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lating a proper series of vernacular class books is likely to be consider-
ably greater than might at first be supposed.

24, I would speal with much respect of the authority of Mr. Wilkin-
son on this subject. DBuot I will avow that I am by no means convinced
of the applicability of his system or suggestions to the objects of a com-
mon education. It is, at least, not certain that he will in the end carry
the body of Hindu Astronomers along with him in his correction of pre-
valent exrors. In any event it is not the abstruse parts of Mathematical
Science which could be of use in our Zillah Schools. In fact Mr. Wil-
kinson's system is almost wholly dependent on lis own eminent personal
talents and exertions, his admirable zeal, his great knowledge, the weight
of his excellent character, and perhaps alsu, it should not be concealed,
the influence attaching to his position as the British Political Agent. It
would not be safe to draw conclusions as to what may best be done by
ordinary agents within the British Provinces from what may have been
accomplished in vernacular instruction by Mr, Wilkinson in Sehore.
Some of his remarks too as to the failure of attempts at English education
within foreign states are not good grounds for anticipating failure within
our own districts, where other circumstances and motives arein operation,

25. 1 donot admit into this discussion the question of promoting at
the present time the formation of a hody of vernacular literature. In-
struction through the vernacular languages, to a definite extent for
ordinary purposes, may possibly be, as the readiest mode to the attain-
ment of those purposes, proper and desirable. But anything like a body
of enlarged literature can, I am thoroughly convinced, be created only
with time, by the unprompted exertions of private authors, when a
geoeral demand for such literature shall have arisen among the people.
The Honourable Court have in a passage which has been quoted® de-
clared themselves strongly in favour of a liberal encouragement of native
private authors and translators, and I would by no meauns dissent widely
from their views, though the encouragement must be given with judg-
ment, or the Government will be constantly in hazard of aiding mediocrity
or premature and ill-directed efiorts. But these are considerations apart
from the settlement of the plans of School instruction on which we are
now engaged.

26. I have thus stated what has seemed most important on the subject
of introducing the vernacular medium in our common District Schools
—I mean as to the general principle of such a change; for the measure
could not be named as one for very early adoption, with no class books
prepared, or Teachers versed in those books yet trained for their duties,
And as the contrary system has been actually established, it is right that,
unless urgent reasons for abandoning that system demanded attention, it
should be fully tried, with the improvements of which it may fairly be
susceptible. \We may be said to have two great experiments in progress,
one in the Bengal, the other in the Bombay Provinces,—the provincial
education being in the former conducted chiefly through the English, in
the latter, almost, if not quite exclusively, through the vernacular lan-
guages. It will be most inleresting that both experiments shall be closely
watched, and thoroughly developed. It is possible that in Bengal, in
aiming at too much, we may have withheld some facilities for acquiring
knowledge which might otherwise have advantageously been left open.
And in Bombay the standard of proficiency in the Mofussil Schools may
have been fixed und allowed to remain too low, with no principle in the
scheme by which they are regulated which would constantly animate ex-
ertion, and maintain a spirit of progressive improvement.

27. ‘The immediate practical question in respect to Bengul seems to

* See paragraph 3 of the Note.
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be that which I have before mentioned, namely, whether it may be
reasonably supposed that a vernacular would be more readily and largely
accepted in our District Schools than an English education, and on this
subject I am not able, after much careful reflection, to discover any reasons
which could lead me to answer the proposition in the affirmative. Native
youths will not come to our schools to be instructed in vernacular com-
position.  This qualification is more quickly and easily to be attained from
other sources. We canin those schools draw little, if any, aid from exist-
ing native literature. ‘T'he desire for the new ideas and information
which will be imparted at them must therefore be among the great in-
ducements to attendance, and those who are candidates for such instruc-
tion will not, I think, in any important degree be deterred by having to
undergo also the labour of learning the Enulish character and language.
The fact indeedis, as it is to be presumed from the evidence, which has
been recorded® on the subject, that a knowledge of the English language
itself with a view to the business, however humble, of life, is one main
object of most of the scholars. Itis fortunate that, in the pursuit of such
an object, they can be led on to higher studies and ends.  For mere in-
struction of a general nature (such as our masters now give) through the
vernacular medium, it may, it seems to me, well be doubted whether even
the number of pupils would seek our schools who now resort to them.

28. On the other hand, 1 confess that 1 regard it as a serious defect
in our plans that we have compiled no proper series of vernacular class
books. It is obviously desirable that, as we have vernacular classes, the
books used in them should not only be correct and elegant in style, but
should be themselves of the most useful descriptiont, I would urge also
the justness and importance of the advice of the IHonourable Court, that
such a series of class boolks should be prepared under one general scheme
of control and superintendence. Much expense will thereby be saved,
and efficiency greatly promoted. The cost would equitably and willingly
be divided among many parties. ‘The works would either be selections
from English books of iustruction already published, or original com-
pilations adapted for native pupils. In either case the charge of the first
selection or compilation in English would be borne in part by the
Education Funds of Bengal, and in part by those of the other Presiden-
cies, especially by thouse of Bombay, where such works must be urgently
required for the vernacular schools in the interior, The new Patsalah
of Calcutta, the projectors of which have proposed a good series of works,
would also of course contribute, and aid might be expected from
benevolent individuals or associations, in different parts of India. The
present opportunity is favorable for entering on the undertaking, VWhen
the bouks shall have been prepared in English, they will afterwards, as
the Honourable Court have observed, be translated at each Presidency
into the ternacular languages current in it, but the first step for all the
Presidencies must be the primary compilation. I would, then, place the
body, which at Bombay represents the Government in the direction of
native education, in communication with the Committee of Public In-
struction at Calcutta, and make it my first injunction to the latter Com.
mittee, in concert with the Managers of the Hindu College Patsalah or
others, to draw a definite scheme of the several sets of books wanted for
instruction through the vernacular languages in seminaries of ordinary
education—then to consider and report by what means, and at what esti-
mated cost, to e distributed among what parties, these books can be
drawn up, and with what further cost the printing of them would Dbe
attended. With this information before them the Government can deter-

* Paias. 10 to 15 of the Note.
+ See Extract of Despatch cited in para. 36 of Note,
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mine on the completion of the plan, and on the amount of funds which
can properly, independent of the usual income of the Conunittee, be
assigned to it.

29. I need scarcely repeat that I look with particular favour on the
suggestions of the Manugers of the Pautsalab for including in the list of
works Treatises on the Elements of Law, peneral and local, of Political
Economy, and of dMorals.

30. When the series of class books shall have been printed, and
especially when those furtiier Manuals of the I'recedents, Rules and
Practice of our Courts to which iy Minute in the Judicial Department®
of September 4, 1838, referred, shall have heen added to them and made
a part of instruction, it is more probable than at present that stndenta
will attend the vernacular classes of our Zillah Schools for the suke
of the general and practical knowledge to be acquired at them. In that
stage of progress it would he my second direction to the Calcutta
Education Committee to relax their rulet for the discoutinuance of
separate vernacular instruction, und to allow students to attend the full
course of English or vernacular tuition as they might themselves prefer.

31. The day however when all this can bhe accomplished may yet be
distant, It is easy to wish for and to project such comypilations as will
be requisite for the purpose, but the means in India for the efficient ex-
ecution of them are unavoidably limited, and in this respect, as in other
parts of our endeavours, we must expeét deluys, and partial disappoint-
ments.

32. Meanwhile we have to improve the Institutions which are esta-
blished, and to make the most of them for the great end sought for. My
leading recommendation on this point would be, so to connect our Zillah
Schouls with the Central Colleges as to give from the latter to the ablest
students of the Zillah Schools a stimulus that will carry them beyond
the ordinary range of instruction which is reached by the mass of the
Ziilab pupils.  Without such a stimulus, we shall fall short of the point
which we must desire to gain in the promotion of national improvement.

33. ‘Fhis brings me to the question of pecuniary scholarships for meri-
torious students, for such a stimulus as I have spolcen of is scareely to
be given excepting by attaching in some form scholirships of that descrip-
tion to the Central Colleges, to which the best of the Zilluh scholars
may be eligible.  On the general question regarding pecuuniary support
to promising students to enable them to perfect their studies, 1 think
that I may content myself by referring to the facts and opinions which
have been detailed on this point; and I will only therefore profess my
decided adoption of the principle laid down by the Honourable Court in
the words which 1 shall again quote from their despatch of September
29th, 1830—< Provided (they say,) that the privilege of scholurship is
restricted to young men who have afforded proof of a peculiar capacity and
industry, it appears to us to be a highly useful and proper mode of encourag-
ing und fucilituting their acquisition of ligh attainments.” My third pre-
sent direction to the Calcutta Commitiee would now therefore be, to
consider aud report with all expedition on the details of a scheme for
assigning a certain number of Scholarships to all our higher Seminaries
—those in the English and Oriental Colleges being in an equal ratio. In
consequence of the very general poverty of students I would fix the ratio
on ahigh scale, say at 1-4th of the number of pupils if that number
¢* should afford proof of peculiar capacity and industry.” 1 do not sug-
gest Scholarships in our ordinary schools, as the most deserving pupils of
these will best be provided for in the Colleges, and the average efficiency
of such schools can well be maintained by honorary prizes or single dona-

* Recorded in the Legislative Department. t+ Note para, 6.
[y
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tions of money. Of the College Scholarships it may perhaps he the most
convenient in the first instance, that some should be assigned in regular
rotation to be competed for by the pupils of each Zillah School. The
amount ought from the commencement to be enough for the decent sub-
sistence of o Native Student, and there might be some small increase
admitted after a year or two, as an incentive to continued effort.  On the
other hand the Scholarship should be forfeited if a proper standard of
alttainment were not exhibited at each yearly examination. 1 would not
grant Scholarships for a year only, liable to be then lost if, upon the
chance of an examination, another competitor might stand higher on the
list ; for the uncertain tenure of the emolument would he very unfavour-
able to hearty consistent study. But I would provide by sueh safeguards
as | have mentioned against the growth of indolence or indifference in the
student.  Four years is an ovdinary period for holding suel Scholar<hips
at home, and it may be suflicient here.  The following iz the scheme of
the Flaherty Scholarships in the University College, London, taken from
the report of the Council of that Institntion for 1833, < ‘Tley (the
Councii) have determined to apply the income of this fund towards the
formation of Scholurships to be called Flahievty Scholivships, which ag
the same time that they stimulate and veward the exertions of the stu-
dents might commemorate the zeal and munificence of this body. This
donation increased by the investment of the surplus dividends until the
Scholurships are in full operation, together with the sum of £250 supplied
by the Council vut of the funds of the College, will constitute a fund
producing £200 per annum, which will be suflicient to create four Scho-
Larships, each amounting to £30, annually for four years.  One of these
Scholarships will be vacant every year, and is to be given in alternate
years to the best proficient in clussical languages, and in Mathematics
and in Natural Philosophy, the first isintended to be piven in the present
year to the best proficient in Mathematics and Natural philosophy.”

34. 1 would state to the LEducation Committee, thut it is the wish of
Government eventually to bring the* Medical Colleze at Calcutta witlin
our general scheme on this subject. But I would not press any immediate
proposition to that effect. It will be enongh to request now that the
General Committee report specially in each of their successive yearly
reports, whether they think that the time has arrived at which the
assimilation could properly be introduced.

85. The fourth point on which I would at present give instructions to
the Education Committee is as to the preference to be given to rendera
ing the highest instruction efficient in a certain number of Central
Colleges, rather than employing their funds in the extension of the plan
of founding ordinary Zillah Schools. 1 would have the places fixed, with
reference to extent of population or conveunience of Jocality, at which it
should be the aim gradually to build up these efficient Central Colleges.
1 would, on a first conjecture, name for them Dacca, Patna, Benares, or
Allahabad, Agra, Delhi, and uliimately, though probably at a distant
date, Bareilly. At these places, as well as at the Collezes of the Mea
tropolix, the course of instruction should be carefully widened and per-
fected as opportunities offer.  The Scholmiships to be establisled at them
will provide a class of students, prepured to avail themselves of the
utinost advantages which they can afford, and real progress will thus he
made, to the goud effects of which we can look forward with reasonable
hope. The Comimittee can act on this view only according to the actual
state of circumstances from tinie to time. At Agra and Delhi, there is
already a demand for higher insiruction which ought to be satisfied with
the least delay possible; elsewhere perhaps the condition of the institu-

* See paras. 20 and 21 of Note.
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tions may not call for or admit of immediate improvement. Where
there is no strong occasion for the eunlarzement of the existing schools
into Colleges, the founding of other schools may oceasionally be the hest
and wisest appropriation of the educational income, but I would point it
out to the Committee that the first of these objects, when practicable, is
to have u declared priovity of attention. I would especially invite the
Committee to report how the studies connected with jurispradence,
government, and morals may be most readily introduced into our superior
Colleges. and particulavly whether very early arranzements cannot be
made for the purpose in the Ilindu College at Calcutta. ‘T'he revision
of the system of Scholarships in that College, so as to obviate the too
general course of early withdrawal from instruetion, which is now com-
plained of, should have early consideration. Another ohject in these
superior Colleges ought to be to instrucy the pupils, or some proportion
of them, for the duties of inferior School-masters—and to this end, they
should be made thoroughly masters of the class books and Legal or other
Manuals, which are designed to be used in the lower schools, and with
the branches of knowledge which relute to the subjects comprised in
them. Lastly, in order to make the greatest use of the advantages of
the Colleges, I would attentively watch the degree to which the students
profit by their access to the cousiderable Libraries which are now at-
tached to many of our lustitutions. Important deficiencies in those Li-
braries should be promptly supplied. A regular register shonld be kept
of the booksread by each student, the advancement made in general
knowledge by the perusal of these books should be tested by examination,
and rewards should e given to the most proficient, and the subject of
the employment made of the Libraries should be one for special notice
in the Annual Reports regarding each Institution,

36. Ifinstructions founded upon these observations should, with the
concurrence of the President in Council, be communicated to the Cal-
cutta Geoeral Committee, I would be glad that it should be added to
them, that, if the Committee should doubt the feasibility of attaching
Scholarships to Central Colleges on some such general scheme as has
been suggested for the improvement of the pupils of the Zillah Schools,
they will then submit such othier recommendations as they may think most
likely to promote the olject contemplated by that scheme —the advance-
ment of the best pupils of the body of eur scholars beyond the present
scale of common acquirement being regarded as a point of the first im-
portance in our educational plans,

37. 1 have not more to observe on the ihmmediate guidance of the
measures of the Calcutta Committee. DBefore leaving the subject, how-
ever, I would say that the day may come when unity and efficiency
of supervision will better be secuved by having a single superine
tendent of our Government Seminaries, with an adequate establishment,
than by retaining the existing lurge Committee of Members acting
gratuitously in the intervals of other laborions duties, and so mumerous
as necessarily to canse a frequent inconvenience in the despatch of busi-
ness. At present I am satisfied that the varied knowledze possessed by
the Members of the Committee renders their services most valuable to
the Government, aud | would gratefully vetuin their aid. But | should
be happy to receive from them a report of their suggestions on the means
of procuring an oceasional local inspection of the institutions under their
charge. T'he experience of Sir Edward Ryan, their President, will have
convinced him that there may be great hazard of the interest of education
being seriously retarded by the want of such inspection.

33. For the Bombay und Madras Presidencies,—it may be convenient
to pluce those Governments in possession of the substance of the reviow
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which has been taken of the fucts relative to the progress of education in
all purts of India, and to communicate to them also the Resolution which
may finally be adopted by the Government, explanatory of its general
views on the suggestions which 1 have offered, and of the orders that may
be issued for the guidance of the Committee in Calcutta. ‘These Go-
vernments should be specially invited to co-operate, through the bodies
charged with the control of Public Instruction under their superintend-
ence, in the common object of aiding the preparation of a useful and
comprehensive set of class books, to be afterwards rendered into the
vernacular tongues of the several Provinces. In this, as in other parts
of the Government,—it is a matter of high importance that there should
be u thorough understanding, among the different Presidencies, of the
principles observed and plans followed out in each, that the experience
of one should be made lknown for the benefit of all, and that ali should
work together in the pursuit of the desired result. The Bombay Go-
vernment I would particularly request to consider the measures, which I
have contemplated for raising and adapting to native wants the instruc-
tion econveyed in the most advanced of our English Colleges. 1 would
ask also for a distinet and detailed report onthe condition ¢f its Mofussil
vernacular schools; the precise nature and range of the education given
in them, whether at sudder stations or in the interior towns and viilages ;
the manner in which the teachers at either class of schools are selected
and remunerated ; whether (as has heen before alluded to), by superin-
tending and rewarding the teachers of the Village Schools who have not
been tiained in any of our own Seminaries, sensible good has been effect-
ed ; whether, where there is no regular European superintendence, these
inferior schools are kept in a state of real efficiency ; whether induce-
meuts* in the grant of Scholarships ave, and if they are not, whether they
may not well be, held out to the best scholars of the Zillah Schools to
prosecute their studies further, and te acquire an improving knowledge
of European literature ; what are the general inducements which bring
pupils to the schools, and whether good conduct in them ordinarily leads,
as appears to have been approved by the Honourable Court, to employ-
ment in the public service. It may be explained that under this Govern-
ment there has been care talcen to withhold any thing like a monopoly
of the public service from the scholars of its Institutions,—general tests
open to all candidates, and selection by local Officers with regard to
known character as well as proficieney in learning, being con-idered
the proper grounds for nomination to public office. , If the lads from the
schools are drafted largely into official situations, opinions from the
European Officers under whom they huve served as to the degree of
superior fitness exhibited by them would be of value. 1t is probable
that Captain Candy, the Superintendent of the Schools in the Deckan
and of the San-krit College, could condense the materials for such a
report and submit it, with his own comments, without much delay. He
will especiully say whether the general standard of acquirement in the
vernacular Schools is as forward as he could desire, and whether he
would recommend the establishment of English Schools, with a due
arrangement of merit Scholarships, in a few of the intevior districts, He
will explain alzo what is his system in regard to the Sanskrit College at
Poona, what improvements through the introduction of European know-
ledge have been attempted and with what success, and what is the extent
and promise of the English classes.

39. Of the Government of Madras, 1 would ask for information of

# On this point attention may be drawn to the quotation in paragraph 4) of my

Secretary’s note ou the backward stute of four boys selected from the infevior
schools for the West Scholarships.
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the present state of education under the direction or enconragement of
the State, within those Territories, and as to what proceedings were
taken consequent on the expressed desire of the Honourable Court for
the foundation of an Knglish College at Madras. The Madvas Presi-
dency is remarkable in India as being that in which a knowledge of the
mere English language is most diffused among all who are attached in
public or private capacities to European Officers ; but comparatively lit-
tle appears, on any reports before me, to have been dune in order to make
such a knowledge conductive to moral and intellectual advancement.

40. In concluding this paper 1 have to expre-s my regret if it should
have extended to an incunvenjent Jength., Dut the importance of the
subject will be my exense with my colleagues for my having treated it in
this manner, with a view to the sugyestion of such practical conclusions
as may correct existing defects, diffuse more accurate information, and
possibly have some effect in satisfying and reconciling opposite opinions.

Deihi, Nov. 24, 1839. #  (Signed) AUCKLAND.

6.—ANNUAL ExaMinaTiON oF TnE GEvemaL AssEmMBLY's ScHooL,
Mabnas.

(¥rom the Madras Spectator.)

Having been prevented by accidentul circumstances from witnessing
more than the commencement of the Annual Examination of the General
Assembly’s St. Audrew’s School, which took pluce on Friday last, we
insert the following notice from the pen of a Correspondent. It would
not be doing justice to an Institution which by a noiseless and unosten-
tatious course has been the means of effecting such extensive good among
the Native Community, to allow this opportunity to pass without direct-
ing nttention to a few particulars respecting it, which may show the
advantage of steady perseverance, and the inevitable triumph of truths
whether natural or revealed; even when inculcated under circumstances
so disadvantageous as those which are well known to prevail among our
Native population. Less than four years have elapsed since the General
Assembly’s Schools were first establishied at Madras, yet between four and
five bhundred pupils are now receiving the benefits of instruction from
them; of these three hundred are on the roll of the parent institution,
forty-five are at the branch school at Conjeveram, and a hundred and
ten at the branch school at Nellore. Several of the pupils have already
been qualified to act as teachers, one being appointed to Conjeveram and
one to Nellore to superintend the branch schovls at thoese places, while
a teacher has also been furnished to the Rajah’s school at Mysore under
the Wesleyan Missionaries. About a twelvemonth ago we had anoppor-
tunity of becoming acquainted with the General Assembly’s schools at
Bombay and observing the progress of education in that Presidency, and
it is sutisfactory to find that the labours of the Assembly have been
equally well supported and equally productive of benefit at Madras. To
the moral and religious effects of this institution the most satisfactory
evidence has we observe been borne by ourexcellent friend Dr. Durr,
who devoted his sole attention to it when spending a few days at Madras
in April last.

Since writing the above, the following notice has been handed to us
by the Rev. Joun ANDERsoN, under whose able superintendence, assisted
by the Rev. Rosirt Jomwston, the Schools have attained their present
advanced and satisfactory state. 7To this notice we have pleasure in
giving prominent insertion,

“Of the five English Essays lately given in ¢ On Woman as she is in
India,” the prize of 100 Rupees is awarded to the Essay of S. I'. Rama-
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noojoolon Naideo, Teacher of the General Assembly’s Branch School,
Conjeveram. .
“MWadras, 12th January, 1841, JouN ANDERSON.

7.—AnvuanL ExaminaTion oF tne Genenrst, AsseMBLY’s InstiTUTION,
Bompay.

‘I'he annual examination of the (eneral Assembly’s Institution took
place on briday last, in the presence of a numerous assembly of specta-
tors.  Among those present at different times throughout the day, we
recognized the How'ble J. Farish, Bsq. the Chairman, R. I, Webb, Esq.,
Colonels Grifith and Duunsterville, Majors T. B. Jervis and Raynsford,
Captains Welb, Davidson, Lieutenants Mackenzie and Macdonald, 1. N.
Drs. Kennedy, Graham, Morehead, Glass, Sinclair, Baddely and Shaw,
the Reverend Dr. Stevenson, and all the Missionavies of Bombay and
their families, the teachers of the private schools, Messrs Smith, Lancas-
ter, Stewart, King, a goodly number of Jadies, the students of the Elphin-
stone College, and other natives whom we are unable to designate,

During the examination the room was very much crowded, which
annovance, as disagreeable both to the visitors and visited, should, we
think, induce the Masters of this Institution, as well as others of a like
nature, to hold their public examinations in the Town Hall, in the same
way as is done in Calcutta.

This Institution appears to be rapidly recovering from the blew it
sustained in the late defection of the Parsees, and under the zeal and
talent of its able superintendents, gives every indication of increasing
strength and vigour.

‘The business commenced exactly at eleven o’clock, Dr. Stevenson
occupying the chair till the arrival of Mr. Farish, which was about an
hour later. The junior classes, which were examined by Dr. \Wilson,
and their respective monitors, went through their exercises with great
animation, auwl displayed that promptitude and intelligence which the
system pursued in the seminary is so well fitted to call forth. The classes
under Messrs Leckey and Cassidy bore witness to the zeal and ability
of their teachers; and it was evident that they have made very consi-
derable progress, not only in the study of the English language, but in
the acquisition of useful knowledge. We were particularly pleased with
their replies to the questions addressed to them om history, geography,
and the holy seriptures. A few of the youth whom they contain appear
to be under a course of training for the study of Natural History, which
has always met with great attention from Dr. Wilson.

The examination of the students in the College Division commenced
with the reading of extracts from prize e-says by Mr. Leckey, and
Daunjeebhoy Nowrowjee, one of the Parsee converts. T'hese Essays were
characterized by Dr. Wilson as excellent productions; and from the
specimens which we had of them, we are convinced that he had not over-
estimated their merits. Daunjeebhoy read his production in a very
modest but animated and enthusiustic tone; and met with much ap-
probation from his audience. Several translations into the oriental
languages were exhibited. ‘They appeared beautifully written. DPrizes
were awarded for them to hoth the Parsee converts and Govind Narayen.

In the absence of Mr. Murray Mitchell, caused by indisposition, the
Mathematical classes were examined by Dr. Wilson and Major Jervis.
Two problems in Euclid were readily demonstrated ; but we did not dis-
tinctly hear the result of the cross-examination. In Chemistry several
experiments were successfully performed by the pupils; and some mis-
cellaneous questions addressed to them met with a prompt reply. Mr.
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Nesbit, who has the department of Mental and Moral Philosophy under
his charge, exhibited an excellent specimen of his usual mode of instruct-
ing his class, which appears to be principally that of the interrogative
system, Dr. Wilson's pupils in Natural History, who have gone over
the whole of Jameson’s Mineralogy as a text-book, shewed themselves well
prepared to identify, and to give a scientific description of every
mineral specimen contained in a large collection exhibited to the meet-
ing; and it was evident to all that they are most enthusiastic and suc-
cessful in their studies. In the department of Theology, the hizhest of
the (Institution, also under Dr. W, we had specimens of proficiency,
which manifested a great degree of ardour and assiduity on the part of
the students, who seemed to have greatly profited by the teaching of
their talented master. In Old Testament listory, with the several dis-
pensations of Divine Providence, which it unfolds in the history of Man’s
Redemption, and its connection and fore-shadowment in the types and
symbols of the Mosaic law; and also in those historical illustrations
which serve, in some degree, to throw light upon the more abstruse and
obscure lines and shadows of Biblical history ; the knowledze displayed
by the scholars bespoke an ardent desire of study and investigation which
nothing but a love of the subject, and the attractive teaching of the
instructor, could inspire. ‘T'he narratives of Seriptural History given by
the students, were also indicative of their diligence, and highly enter-
taining.

Mr. Farish, on the close of the examination, in a most happy and affec-
tionate way, expressed the very high gratification which he hid experi-
enced on witnessing the proceedings of the day, and his confident belief
that the Institution, so credituble to all connected with it, was destined
to accomplish great good among the natives of India. The youths he
encouraged to persevere in the prosecution of their importaut studies.
It had been delightful to observe their proficiency, and he was suve that
it was reasonable to expect fron them a career of usefulness. lle had
observed with much pleasure the attention which they had evidently
paid to religious and moral knowledge, the most valuable which can be
acquired, and to Natural History and also Chemistry, a profitable appli-
cation of which sciences to practical objects, some of the youth had
themselves well shown in the Essays which had been read. The welfure
of India, which he was about to leave, would ¢ver be dear to his heart;
and this and the other educational institutions of Bombay would ever be
regarded by him with the greatest interest. Doctor Wilson then rose
and delivered an address, of which the following is the substance. This
pointed appeal seemed to be well received by the native youth present.

Ma. Cuamuan.—Upon the table before you, there are several prizes
which have been set apart for the pupils of the College Division, the
examination of which has just now closed ; but at this late hour, I shall
not encroach on your time, and that of the meeting, by asking you to
deliver them to the parties to whom they belong, I may mention, how-
ever, the mode of their awardment to which we have had recourse. The
votes of the students formed the warrant of our disposal of the few
honours which we have to dispense, and it so happens that in every case
the result of these votes has been satisfactory to the teacher.

And now, Sir, before [ sit down, 1 must present you with my own
thanks, and those of my colleagues, for the favour which you have con-
ferred upon us, and this Institution, by oceupying the chair on this ocea-
sion, and so kindly dischurging its duties, for the congratulations which
you have now tendered to us, and the fervent desires for our continued
and extended prosperity which you have expressed. \Ve are most sin-
cerely thankful to you for the assistance which you have thus rendered to
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us, and not for this only, but for the invaluable countenance, counsel,
and co-operation, which you have never failed to extend to us, since the
formation of our mission in this place. Of the obligations under which
we are placed to you, we are most deeply sensible ; and now, when, in
the providence of God, the day of your departure from these shores is so
near at hand, we beg to assure you that our remembrance of them will
never pass away, never fail to refresh our hiearts while we are spared to
continue our ministrations in this great country.

My native friends around us do surely, in some degree, understand the
philanthropy which has urged our Honorable Chairman to hefriend the
institutions which are calculated so essentially to advance their best and
highest interests,—which has brought so many here this day to encourage
us in our operations,—and which has led so many more of our country-
men to express their regret that peculiar circumstances, known to us all,
have prevented them from appearing within these walls, 1t is Christian
love, tet me tell them, which is the animating principle of our patrons
and supporters, Thissacred principle, breatling the most fervent desire
for the welfare of ludia, inhabits the breasts, and animates the exertions,
of hundreds of our countrymen scattered throughout the length and
breadth of this land, and hundreds and thousands,—indeed I may say
millions,—sojuurning in the more highly favoured land of Britain, and
other countries of Europe.  Sowme of the blessings which this love offers
to you, you can understand, and even appreciate. You attach a high
value to the knowledge of literature, science, and philesophy, which we
seck to diffuse. You delight to have unfolded to your view, and sub-
mitted to your inspection, the mysteries of nature, so multifarious and
glorious ; the essays and productions of human genius and learning;
the records of the history of our rice connected with the different couna
tries of the world; and the application of art to the promotion of the
economic well-being of man. But you do not yet fully understand and
appreciate the magnitude of the other blessings of which we seek to put
you in possessivn, and which are of infinite, eternal consequence, those
blessings which have respect to God, our responsibility to his law, our
access to his grace, and our own final destiny. Would that you were
acquainted with their true nature, and could place upon them their true
value, and were disposed to give us credit for that benevolence in the
exercise of which we offer them to vou, and press them on your accep-
tance! \With reference to this last matter, I would bespeak from you all
a moment’s consideration, by putting to you au very plain and intelligi-
ble case. Suppose a dreadful disease to exist in this country, and to
commit its ravages among all classes of society, high and low, rich and
poor, young and old, arresting them in their enjoyments and occupations,
and cousigning them to a fearful and untimely grave ; suppose that in
the providence of God, we were to discover a remedy, an unfailing specific
for this disease ; and suppose that we were to come forward to declave our
discovery to yon, and our readiness to explain its eflicacy, and to give you
the advantage of its application,--would you not, in these circumstances,
give us your anxious attention, and deliberately consider the claims which
we might advance, and earnestly desire to see them established ? And
would you not, on the other hand, visit us with your most decided disap-
probation and condemnation, were we to conceil from you our discovery,
or withhold from you its advantages ? Now, what, let me aslc, is the state
of the case with regard to the moral situation in which we find you to
be placed? We see that, like ourselves, you are sinners, tlie workers
of iniquity, and those who have withheld from God the love and rever-
ence, and service which are his due ; and that consequently his displea-
sure rests upon you, and that if his divine justice be alone that attribute
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with which you have to deal, you must be doomed to unspeakable suffer-
ing, to an eternal dying, to a perpetual residence in that place where
God has forgotten to be gracious, and where his mercy is clean gone for
ever. We believe that you imperiously need salvation; and we believe
that we know where salvation is to be found. We have heard with our
ears, and have received the report into our souls, that < God so loved
the world as to give hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.,” We believe that an
actual incarnation of the G odhead has occurred for the salvation of man
in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, who,when he graciously stood in
the room of sinners, allowed the demonstation of the evil of sin, and the
exhibition of its punishment, to alight on his own devoted head, and
thus gave satisfaction to the offended justice of his Father. We have
experienced the preciousness of his grace; and, in his holy Gospel, we
find him saying to ourselves, and to all, ¢ Him that cometh unto me, 1
will in no wise cast out,” and commanding his disciples to go and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. e have found the Gospel of Christ efficacious
for the regeneration and salvation of man inall the diversity of circum-
stances in which he can be placed. e have seen its powerful workings
among yourselves, and others of your countrymen. We offer it to you,
and we press it on your acceptance. Our desire to discharge our duty,
and to promote your salvation, urge us to the course which we pursue.
Will you respect our motives, and avail yourselves of the unspeakably
precious blessing which we hold forth? 'The wonder, my friends, is, not
that we do something on your behalf, not that we do that which is con-
siderable in the eyes of our fellows; but that we do not feel constrained
to devote all our energies, and all our faculties, and all our influence to
the sacred work in which weare engaged, that we are not constrained
by the mercies of God to present ourselves, on your behalf, a living
sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, through Jesus Christ ! What
we do imperfectly accomplish, I beseech you, do not ye despise. Consider,
I entreat you, the testimony of which we are the bearers. Christianity
comes before you recommended by the judgement, as well as offered by
the benevolence, of Britain, of Kurope, and of America. Imagine not
that its high and exclusive claims, and self-denying demands have been
accepted without inquiry, without the most careful and profound investi-
gation. Those mighty minds, which have penetrated the innermost
recesses of their own being, which have analysed the most secret springs
of human thought and feeling and action, which have so sagaciously phi-
losophized on the changes of society, and the advancement and decline
of the nations of the earth, which have surveyed the whole face of the
world on which we dwell, and the countless diversities of beings which
inhabit its wide domains, which have dived into the recesses of the deep
and explored the caverns of the earth, and which have measured and
weighed the masses of the worlds which roll in the heaven above, and
observed and developed the laws which regulate their mighty move-
ments,—those great minds, 1 say, which have engaged in all this
research, and achieved all these wonders, have not vainly and inconsi-
derately surrendered their faith to the religion of the Bible. No; they
have considered and weighed its claims, before they have pronounced
their judgment. Its authority has been established in their view by
irrefragable evidence. They acknowledge it to be the source of all the
hopes of salvation which they are permitted to cherish, and of all that
national greatness and majesty which you yourselves cannot but admire.
'l'hg bible, in the providence of God, comes Lefore you with their united,
their strong recommendation; and it becomes you seriously to entertain
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the question of its divine origin, to see whether or not it is fitted to
allay the fears of your conscience, to satisfy your desires for happiness,
and to confer upon you all the spiritual blessings of which you stand in
need. There is such a thing as heavenly truth, and there is such an
agent as the Spirit of truth ; and it becomes you to consider what homage
and obedience you are prepared to render to them, while they address
your fears and hopes, and offer to direct you to an abundant supply of all
your necessities. ‘I'here is such an hour as death, and such a transaction
as judgment; and it becomes you to think of your preparation to
encounter their solemnities, and to meet your doom. I could not resist
this opportunity of giving you one word of affectionate warning, of invit-
ing you to look to Him, who now says to you,‘ Turn you at my
reproof ; behold, I will pour out my Spirit upon you, I will make known
my words unto you;” but who may afterwards address to you the sen-
tence of condemnation, for mercies despised, and privileges abused, and
deliverance rejected, and declare to you the loss, the eternal loss of your
own souls.— United Service Gazelle.

8.—ARnIvaL oF MissioNARIES AT BomBavy.

The Rev, James Glasgow and the Rev. Alexander Kerr and their part.
ners, whose appointment as Missionaries to the Province of Kétigwar by
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, we have
more tham once noticed, arrived in Bombay on the 26th of February.
They are in every way worthy of the confidence which has been reposed
in them, and the hopes which have been excited by their personal devoted-
ness, and the spirit of prayer and godly zeal by which they have been
commissioned to convey the tidings of salvation to the interesting region
which is to be the scene of their operations,—Bombay Christian Spectator.

9. —CoMMEMORATION OoF THE HonorRABLE JAMES Farisn, Esq.

At a meeting of some of the friends of Mr, Farish, held on the 15th
Junuary last, it was agreed to issue the following circular.

The * love of the brethren” is one of the essential and unequivocal
fruits of Christianity. \While this heavenly system frowns on the ex-
pression of empty compliment, or unmerited praise, it demands the thank-
ful acknowled:ment of the gifts and graces conferred upon its disciples,
the opporiunities of usefulness presented to them, their actual work of
faith and labour of love, and the blessings which they are made instru-
mental in communicating to their fellow.men. It requires us to mark
their excellencies, to value, and imitate their example, when it is con-
formed to the will of Christ, to preserve the affectionate remembrance of
it, and to exhibit it, without ostentation, to those to whom, with the
blessing of God, it is likely to prove profitable.

Impressed with these views, some of the friends of the Honorable
James Farish, Esq. lately met together, to consider what it might be ex-
pedient for them to do in the prospect of his soon leaving this country
and returning to his native land. Adverting to his exalted Christian
character, exemplified both in public and private during the lengthened
period of nearly thirty-two years, in which he has occupied the most
important civil offices in this presidency ; his most zealous and liberal
support and countenance of all the Christian and philanthropic institu-
tions of the place, to the formation of most of which his own efforts
directly contributed ; and his own personal endeavours to advance the
Redeemer's Kingdom, and promote the highest interests both of our
countrymen, and the natives of India, they have resolved to attempt to
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express their own estimation of his worth, and that of others entertaining
senliments and feelings similar to their own, who may be inclined to co-
operate with them,—and their gratitude for the benefits which have been
derived from his friendship and counsel, by commemorating his name in
this place, in connexion with some of the great Christian objects which
are endeared to his best affections. They have agreed to open a sub-
scription with a view to carry into effect the measure which they conten-
plate; and under the direction of a Committee to apply the proceeds, in
equal shares, to the endowment in connexion with the Money Institution
of the Church of England Missionary Society, and the Institution of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, of as many scholarships as
it may promise to suport, and which shall continue to be denominated
the FARISH SCHOLARSHIPS, and shall be conferred on deserving
natives of India prosecuting their studies at these seminaries, under such
regulations as may be framed by their superintendents in conjunction
with a Committee of the subscribers in Bombay, when the amount of the
fund which may be raised shall be invested in proper securities.

The appropriation of the fund to facilitating the evangelical labours of
more than one section of the Christian church, and particularly in raising
up a native ministry, isin perfect consistency with that catholicity of
feeling and co-operation, by which the career of Mr. Farish in India has
been so conspicuously characterized, and which, it is believed, the
majority of the expected subscribers are anxious to cultivate and
extend.

In sending forth this circular, it is not considered necessary to add a
single word to invite the liberality of those to whom it is addressed. It
may not be improper, however, in the view of the loss which this country
is about to sustain in the removal from it of one of its most devoted
friends, to solicit from many a heart the fervent prayer that the blessing
of the Lord may rest upon him and his family in whatever circumstances
they may be placed by Divine Providence, and that they may be long
spared to diffuse around them the blessings which they enjoy, and to in-
terest the affections of many in Britain in behalf of this great country of
present heathen darkness but of richest spiritual promise.

Subscriptions to the FARISH SCHOLARSHIPS will be received by
Messrs. Forbes & Co, Bombay.

Signed at the request of the Meeting,
J. WiLLians.
R. T. Wessn.

Bombay, 16th January, 1841. F. P. Lesten.

As will appear from the cover of our magazine, the subscriptions to this
memorial, have been both numerous and liberal. At a meeting of the
contributors to the scholarships, held in the General Assembly’s Institu-
tion on the 16th of February, it was resolved, through the medium of a
deputation which was there appointed, to present to Mr. Farish the fol.
lowing address.

To the Honorable Janes Farisa, Esq. Member of Council, Bombay.

Dear Sir,—We appear before you as a deputation appointed by a con-
siderable number of your friends, to express to you, in the view of your
speedy departure from this country, those feelings of warm affection and
unfeigned respect whicli are generally entertained and cherished toward
you by your Christian brethren. Ve are grateful to that gracious Provi-
dence which has upheld you in the Christian profession amidst all the
arduous duties and engagements of public life, which has spared you so long
to diffuse around you, both among our countrymen and the natives, an
extensive and salutary influence, and which has instructed and benefitted
wany by your exumple.2 We bless God for the generous spirit of Christian

2 x
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charity and sympathy which you have uniformly displayed ; for your per-
sonal exertlons in support of His cause ; and for what youhave been enabled
to do in countenancing, encouraging, supporting, and co-operating with,all
the institutions which have been formed in this place, for the alleviation
of distress, and the promotion of the highest interests of the country by
the difflusion of useful, but especially of divine, knowledge. We feel
that in your removal from Bombay, it will sustain a loss of no ordinary
magnitude ; while at the same time we hope that the remembrance of the
grace vouchsafed to you, and the good accomplished through your in-
strumentality, will long continue to encourage and refresh the hearts of
all who have enjoyed the privilege of your acquaintance and friendship.

It Las appeared to ourselves, and to those whose sentiments and feelings
we have been appointed to represent, to be highly proper specifically to
acknowledge the blessings which you have been the means under God of
dispensing, and permanently to connect your name, in this the scene of
your philanthropic exertions, with some of the great Christian objects
which have been endeared to your best affections, and which you have
zealously laboured to advance.  With this view a subscription has been
opened for the eudowment, in connexion with the Money Iustitution of
the Church of England Missionary Society, and the Institution of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, of as many scholarships as
it may promise to support, and which shall be denominated the FARISH
SCHOLARSHIPS, and be conferred on deserving natives of India
prosecuting their studies at these seminaries, under such regulations as
may be framed by their superintendents in conjunction with a Commit-
tee of the Subscribers, when the amount of the Fund which may be raised
shall be invested in proper securities. As might have been expected,
many of your friends have come forward in this way to testify their
esteem for your character; and we respectfully ask you to view with
indulgence what they have already done, and propose to accomplish.
They trust that the arvangements which they have it in their power to
effect, will at once betoken theiv regard fov your person, mark to others
the value which they attach to your example, and contribute to aid those
evangelical endeavours to raise up a native ministry in this place, which
promise, under the blessing of God, to be accompanied with success.

We Jook forward, not without emotion, to the arrival of that hour
which shall witness your departure from the shores of India, but we can
assure you that our prayers will accompany you wherever in divine pro-
vidence you may be conducted. May the winds and the waves receive
charge concerning you, and your respected and endeared family. May
you be conveyed in safety to the land of your nativity, and there meet
with your friends in peace and comfort. May the divine favour ever
abundantly rest upon you and your houseliold. May your soul ever
prozper and be in health before God. May you be long spared to diffuse
around you the blessings which you may be permitted to enjoy, and to
plead the cause of this great country su wonderfully placed under the
sway of our highly-favoured native land, and having so many and power-
ful claims onits benevolence and beneficence, And when God's purposes
concerning you oun earth are finished, may an abundant entrance be ad-
ministered to you intothe everlasting kingdom and glory of the Saviour.

We are, dear Sir, with sentiments of the highest regard and Christian
affection, yours, &c.

Signed by the Deputation,

‘The deputation waited upon Mr. Farish, at his residence, for the pur-
pose of presenting this address, on Friday the 19th February. On this
occasion, Dr. Wilson, at the request of Mr. Farish, opened the meeting
with prayer, and R. T, Webb, Esq C. S. after a suitable preface, read the
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address. Mr, Farish, evidently deeply affected by the circumstances in
which he was placed, gave the following reply.

To R.T, Webb, Esq.; Lieutenant Coloneﬁ Lester ; Captain G. Jameson ;
Dr. Robson ; Captain Stanton ; Captain Webb ; J. B Larkins, Esq. ;
the Rev. Dr. Wilson; the Rev. G. Candy; the Rev. G. Valentine ;
Lieutenant R. Mackenzie ; Dr. Glasse ; John Williams, Esq.

My dear friends—1 cannot as I ought express the grateful feelings
with which 1 receive this enduring mark of the ¢ warm affection” and
« unfeigned respect,” which you so kindly say are entertained towurds
me. | do indeed thank the Author and Giver of all good gifts, that he
should have enabled me to follow my course, or to fulfil any duties, so as
to be thus favorably judged of by my Christian brethren. When 1 think
of a higher judgment, I am humbled most deeply that the influence and
advantages of those stations to which His overruling providence advanc-
ed me have been so very imperfectly improved ; and my only source of
comfort there is, that ¢« He forgiveth all our sins, for his mercy endureth
for ever.” Ifin any thing I have fulfilled His will, it was His help that
enabled me to doso, and I would say from my heart, ¢ Not untous
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the praise.”

The institutions through which you propose to perpetuate your favour-
able remembrance of me, are devoted to the advancement of the glory of
God, by spreading abroad the knowledge of His Salvation. This renders
them in the highest degree most grateful 10 me. Their efforts are also
primarily directed to the cheering object, of imparting the light of Life
to our Native fellow subjects in these regions which as yet are lying in
the dark valley of the shadow of Death. Their welfare in every way,
and chicfly in this first and greatest way, has long Leen, and is most dear
tome. I havealso been associated with both Institutions from the first,
and in the formation of one of them I was called to take an active part,
not thinking that my name would ever thus be associated with Robert
Money’s. ‘These considerations greatly enhance the honor you confer on
me, while the scholarships will continue to advance the high object of
Nalive improvement, in which my warmest desires are engaged, and 1
have sincere pleasure in accepting the distinction you propose to confer.

I shall not soon forget India and the scenes, engagements, and con-
nections [ leave behind, with feelings of deepest interest mingled with
regret. 1 value your prayers, not sufficiently but as best I can—and will
endeavour though with even less ability to return the offering of my own.
May you be helped and strengthened, and multiplied, and enlarged, that
the work you have in hand may not fail, nor the dawning of the day be
clouded. The Sun of Righteousness already tints with his golden beams
some objects of his love, and soon may he rise and shine, and gladden
these nations with his genial rays: and may you, my dear Christian
friends, and I, and those who are being gathered in,—a countless multitude
whom no man can number,—rejoice together in the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

I remain, My dear friends,
Ever yours in the bond of Christian
affection and gratitude,

February 19th, 1841. James Farisn.

Mr. Farish, after reading the 115th Psalin, called upon the Rev. Mr.
Valentine to conclude with prayer.

‘Than this tribute to the Christian worth, and philanthropic exertions
of Mr. Farish, nothing can be more appropriate. Others of a more
general character, however, have been justly rendered to him. The
most important of these, which has been particularly noticed in the
newspapers of the Presidency, has consisted in opening a subscription
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for founding n scholarship in the Grant Medical College, also to be
denominated the Farish Scholarship. T'wo interesting addresses from
native youth, we insert in this number, under the head of the Native’s
Friend.

Mr. Farish left Bombay by the Victoria Steamer on the Ist of March,
Should he be spared to reach his native land, and preserved in the enjoy-
ment of health, he will there prove the sincere and devoted friend, and
nble advocate of India, which has so long been the scene of his almost
unexampled benevolence.~—Ibid.

10.—PasToRAL ADDRESS.

Tarc GeNeRAL AsSeMBLY of the CHurcn o ScoTLAND to the Mrssion.
anies of this CuurcH 1N 18p1A, with all the Ministers and Elders of
the same Communion in the Presidencies of Calcutta, Madras, and
Bombay.

DranLy Berovep Breranen,—On receiving the Report of our
Committee for propagating the Gospel in foreign parts, we have felt
ourselves constrained by a strong sense of duty to express our high ap-
probation of the manner in which the Missionary enterprize to which that
Report related, has been forwarded by all of you, under the multiplied
and varied trials to which it has lLeen exposed ; and we have united in
offering our fervent thanks to God for the gracious visitation by which
you have been sustained and directed, and for the abundant blessings
which have already descended on your labours,

While we ascribe all the glory of your success to the Lord of the har-
vest, it is incumbent on us, asfellow-helpers to the truth, especially to en-
courage, after a godly sort, those who, for His name’s sake, have gone
forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles, for whose souls they have been
willing very gladly to spend and to be spent. May the Lord himself give
you souls for your hire, and multitudes of converts redeemed with righte-
ousness for your glory and your joy!

We have sympathized deeply with you during the whole progress of your
arduous undertaking ; encompassed as you have been by difficulties, per-
plexities, and perils, from which hearts less strong in the faith would
have shrunk with dismay. While the fields which are now white were
yet in their greenness, and before a handful of the corn sown in tears
had been reaped in joy, we did not despise the day of small things. When
we contemplated the magnitude of the enterprise, and the inadequacy of
the means provided for its accomplishment, we might indeed be tempted
to say, “ What are these among so many ?”" But all such vain imagina.
tions and carnal reasonings were checked and dispelled by the divine de-
claration, * Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts.”

It has been no matter of surprise to us to hear of the formidable strug-
gles in which you have been involved, and of the daring and desperate
efforts which have been put forth to frustrate the great work in which
you have faithfully and strenuously engaged. It is no new thing on the
earth that men should prefer darkness to light, and that they should ac-
count those their enemies who tell them the truth. From the moment
when our church contemplated the design of promulgating the Gospel of
the grace of God among the native tribes of India, attempts were made
—even in quarters professedly friendly to Christianity—to paralyse our
exertions by telling us how hopelessly impracticable every scheme must
prove, which aims at the introduction of the doctrines of the Scripture
among a population whose whole institutions, manners, and usages, are
incorporated with ancient superstitions so closely and tenaciously, that
the renunciation of their hereditary creed would be equivalent to an
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abandonment of all the human ties by which they have hitherto been
Yinked to kindred, and friends, and country, and even to the love of their
own flesh. Of the existence of such difficulties you were fully apprised ;
but they did not wear so appalling an aspect in your eyes as to tempt you
to stagger at the promise of God who sustains the spirit and the strength
of all who commit their way to Him. You never expected your goings
to be established in the perilous paths spread out before you, unless in
answer to the prayer of faith you were enabled to combinein your cha-
racters the boldness of the lion with the wisdom of the serpent and the
harmlessness of the dove; and to exemplify in your lives the irresistible
force of that perfect love which casteth out fear, and that unwavering
hope which defies and disarms all opposition. You counted the cost, not
according to the cold and cautious rules of human calculation, but under
the guidance of Him who, having all power in heaven and in earth, en.
forced the command to teach all nations, by the promise, “ Lo! I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world ;” and who, by this irrevoca-
ble promise of His perpetual presence, hag encouraged all who are to be
his witnesses to the uttermost parts of the earth, to arrive at this joyful
conclusion, ¢ 1f the Lord our Redeemer be with us, who or what can pre-
vail against us ?”” Away, then, with all such ideal alarms as should make
no impression on those who, having faith as a grain of mustard seed, act
on the conviction that to them not even the removal of a mountain shall
be impossible, because they can do all things through Christ strengthen-
ing them. ¢ Who art thou, then, O great mountain? Before Zerubba-
bel thou shalt become a plain.” Youare not to be deterred fgom your
holy and heroic purposes by being told of long cherished and invincible
prejudices ; or of the temporal privileges which the possessors, in the
pride and blindness of their hearts, esteem so precious that they would
rather forfeit life than relinquish what they account the honour of their
name. Is there, in the attempt to surmount these difficulties, any thing
more revolting to flesh and blood than what is implied in putting out a
right eye, or cutting off a right hand,—in denying ourselves,—in taking
up the cross,—in counting all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord,—in hating father and mother, and
brethren and sisters, and even our own lives? Have we any reason to
conclude that in these latter days the yoke of Christ is to be easier, and
his burden lighter to such as come after him, than it was to the chosen
few to whom he showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible
proofs, and to whom he gave grace and apostleship for obedience to the
faith among all nations? Surely these solemn words are not obliterated
from the volume of his book : “ He that loveth father and mother more
than me is not worthy of me ; and he that loveth son or danghter move
than me is not worthy of me; and he that taketh not up his cross and
followeth me is not worthy of me.” Nor has the faithful and true Wit-
ness revoked the holy promises addressed to them who overcome and
keep-his works unto the end. We bid you therefore be of good cheer,
because, if you have received mercy of the Lord to be found faithful, the
Master whom you serve will make you more than conquerors. We confi-
dently hope that you will not cease from the conflict against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, till all the idols shall be utterly abolished ;
and they who in time past were not a people, shall be made a name and a
praise among all people of the earth. By your zeal, activity, and sted-
fastness in the years wherein you have been enduring hardness, you have
proved that you are not of them who set limits to the Holy One of Israel,
asif his arm were shortened that it cannot help, as in the days of old when
it was gloriously revealed in pulling down strong-holds, and every thing
that exalted itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into capti-
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vity every thought to the obedience of Christ. You are not of them who
have ever drawn back, or even listened to the discouraging insinuation
that the times and seasons are not fuvonrable for the holy and benevolent
work of enlightening the dark places of the earth ; and you have already
had such ample experience of the exceeding greatness of the power of
God in confirming the word of his servants, and performing the counsel
of his messengers, that our hope of you is stedfast ; knowing that you
will hold on your way, waxing stronger and stronger, till you finish your
course with joy.

Great as has been our satisfaction in reflecting on the faithful and
successful lahours of those who have so cheerfully borne the burden and
heat of the day in the capacity of Christian missionaries, we cannot for a
moment forget the inestimable services of our brethren the ministers and
elders in communion with our Church ; who, though primarily appointed
to the charge of a portion of the British population, have also most
efficiently contributed to the triumphant issue of the missionary cause,
Brethren, we heartily rejoice in all the good which you have been the
happy instruments of accomplishing. Your countrymen and ours have borne
witness to your labours of love, to which, through the divine blessing,
they are so greatly indebted for the prosperity of their souls. We trust
that you will long continue to see the manifest tokens of the Divine good
pleasure multiplying around you ; and that your hearts will be more and
more refreshed by the experience of the exercise of winning souls, and
ministering to the heirs of salvation. We have had good cause for admir-
ing and commending your care for the churches with which you are spe-
cially connected ; and we have been fully satisfied that you have in no
respect been chargeable with keeping back from your peculiar flocks any
thing that was profitable unto them ; but, on the contrary, that their
provision has been more abundantly blessed, while casting your bread on
the waters, you have given a portion to seven and also to eight,—in the
morning sowing the good seed, and in the evening not withholding your
hands, that peace might be proclaimed to them who were far off as well
as to them that were near. Thus, instant in season and out of season,
enlarging the place of your tent, and lengthening your cords on the right
hand and on the left, you have found that the stakes of your own habita-
tion have not been weakened, but increased in strength, and that your
labour has prospered the more among your kinsmen according tosthe
flesh, while they have seen how mightily the Word of God has grown and
prevailed among the sons of the stranger: we are sure that your worl has
been rewarded, while in watering others, you have been watered your-
selves, so as to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. And we are not less confident, that hy persevering in the course
in which you have hitherto proceeded, holding forth the word of life, you
will have cause to rejoice in the day of Christ that you have not run in
vain, neither laboured in vain.

May the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, esta-
blish, strengthen, and settle you. To him be glory and domimion for
ever. Amen.

Given at Edinburgh this 25th day of May, 1840.

Anaus MAKRELLAR, Moderator.

Jorn Leg, ClL Eccl. Scot.





