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JUNE, 184 l. 

l.-Tl,e Knowledge and Practice of C!tri;stiunity. 

"lie that saith I know him, and keepeth not his commantlmenls, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him,"-1 John ii. 4. 

The difference between knowing and keeping the command­
ments of the Lord, is not generally un<lerstoo<l uy his followers, 
and even if unde1·stood it is passed over from the dread of 
its (lisquieting their consciences and interfering with thei1· 
worldly pursuits a11<l pleasures, and detecting the fallacious­
ness of thei1· presumptuous reasonings. 

\Ve without much pursuasion acquiesce as to the necessity 
of acquiring a knowledge of Christianity, but canuot bring 
ourseh·es tu ueliere that the practice of it is as necessarily 
incumbent. Knowledge without practice is as the vision of a 
thi11g without its substance. 

How many theoretical economists have we in the world, 
who, from the frequency of having revolved their favorite 
opinions in their minds, have not pursuaded themseh·es that 
they only require to be placed at the head of Government to 
regulate all its complicated machines with the same facility 
aud exactness as they ha~·e done those of theit· ideal empi1·es. 
He is not a politician who is one in his cabinet, but he is 
the trne politician who actually regulates with judgment the 
affairs of his country on the theatl'e of the worl<l. 

A theorist cannot be benefitte<l uy his bare theory. We see 
arnund ns that the mere acquaintance with any ai·t 01· science 
never contriuutes towards the acquisition of wealth 01· power. 
W uul<l a Newton have acqui1·ed any applause or co11si<le1·atio11 
if his theory of light an<l refraction had nut been so success~ 
fully applie<l to the construction of optical instrnments? 
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-or would 1111 Archimedes have been so highly honored by 
his countrymen with all his theoretical knowledge of projec­
tiles and geometry, if they had not so effectually contributed 
towards the protection of his country, an<l so a<lmirnbly an­
swered the purpose of thwai·ti11g the ingenious <lesigns and 
contrivances of its enemies. 

Hence if theory be so fallacious in the concerns of this 
world, the" fashion of which passeth away," how much more 
so must it prove in its application to the concerns of that 
world, which is to exist thrnughout all eternity. The errors 
of theory are very often discovered and rc111cdietl i11 tltis 
world, but in the world to come, errors will certai11ly be dis­
covered, but alas! to our \\'Ol', and will rl'mai11 irre111ediahle 
to our utter co11f11~ion a11d incxpres~ible a1,gui~h. Let us pa~s 
from figure:; and comparisons to that grand n,,dity and bene­
volent di,pensatio11 of the Al111ighty which even " the angels 
desire to look into.'' 

Christi,rnity i~ uot a reli~ion constructed by philosophers, 
or hdd up uy snbtile logical rea~o11i11~s. On the contrary, it 
was pro111ulgated by 111c11 chosen from the lowest grades of 
society ; and hl'nce it is adapted to the u11dcrsta11ding of all 
classes of 111e11, both learned and uulearned. ,Vith the know­
le<lge of the mysteries of Christianity (as far as om fi11ite 
min<ls arc capable of enco111passi11g injinite subjects) very few 
are gifted by the all-wise Author of it, because it is not essen­
tial to the obtaining of salvation, an<l had it been otherwise, 
it would have been made simple by om· Merciful Father. For 
instance, it is not necessary to our well-being in this world to 
know how and in what manner om· souls are united with our 

. Liodies, therefore such knowledge is not impa1·te<l to us, but 
au acquaintance with the constrnction of the human frame, so 
far as it contributes to 0111· comfort and enjoyment of life, is 
not withheld from us by Him who knows what is good fo1· 
his weak creatures. Let us, therefore endeavom· to study 
that part of Christianity which it has pleased the Almighty 
to dcli1T1' to us in the most simple lauguage so that all may 
understand (by the grace of Go<l) and work out their salvation 
with fea1· and trembling. 

f'or the better elucidation of the foregoing observations it 
is necessary to descend into particulars. 

Now it is exprc,sly told us that we should " Lie doers of the 
word a11d not hearers only," or thus pa1·aphrased according to 
:Macknight, "Ye are at no pains to perfu1·m the duties of 
piety and morality, because ye think knowledge will save you. 
But let me exhort you to be doers of the word and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves by false rcasonings." Alas ! how 
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justly this <'Xhortalio11 can he applied to the major part of 
Christians of the present age-who, having he<'n born of 
Cltri.~tian par<'nls and hrnugf1t up by them, consequently not 
1111acquai111l'd l\'ith the general outlines of Christian doctrines 
and pn•cepts, \'ai11ly imagine that tlwy :u·e Cln·istians indeed. 
As the .Je\l's of old did-they thought that they wc1·e Isral'l­
itl's, indeed, because they ha<l Afiraltam fur their father, 
forgetting that not those who are born of eithe1· Jewish or 
Christian parents arc fit for the kingdom of hca,·en, but (as 
it is expressly told us by the Autho1· of our salvation), that 
\l'C must "be born agaiu" to become fit membc1·s fo1· the 
inheritance of eternal life. 

In ou1· youthful days we have been taught out of om· cate­
chisms and liturgies wltat Cltristianity is, and what Christians 
ougltt to be, and when we have leamccl these by rote and be­
come :,ble to reply to the questions therein put, viz. how and 
where our Savio111· was born :Uld pc1·secnted; how and 1111dcr 
whom he suffered Oil the cross ; that he arose again on the 
third clay, and 110w sits oil the right hand of the Almighty 
I?athcr; that he will co111e again to judge the quick and the 
dead ; and also when we have been taught to know what a 
Chri~tian's life should be, that he should be possessed of lrn­
mility, poorness of spirit, charity, fortitude, patience and such 
other Christian virtues as arc set clown in books of practical 
piety, we foolishly pe1·suade omselves (directly agai11st the 
word of God) that we are by such knowledge beco111e Cl1ris­
tia11s i11deed, and fit for the enjoyment of heaven. 

How awful was the state of that servant who after a know~ 
ledge of the strict requisition of his Lord and Master hid his 
lale11t without applying it to the pmposes for which it was 
entrusted to him. Such will be the state of e,,ery Christian 
if Lhey fail to make a prnpe1· use of the know ledge with which 
they ha,'e been graciously gifted. ·what benefit will they 
recei,·e by the mere knowledge of Christian doctri11es a11d 
duties, if they do not place alt their hopes in the firm belief 
of these doctrines and in the constant pradice of tkose duties, 
for, not the ltearers lmt the doers of the word arc justified be­
fore God. 

'fhe mere assent of the understanding to the clocti·ines all() 
precepts of Christianity will be of no service in that day of the 
Lord when he will come to reckoll with his servants. If the 
bare belief of the existence of a God and his attributes could 
be the means of saving souls, why the devils themselves should 
be saved, for they also thus believe-but they believe and 
tremble! 

Mon9Mr, 41/t May, 1841. 
2 v 2 

JUNIOR, 
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II.-Joun1al of Missionary labom· ta the eastward of l'uttack. 
December 171/1.-After II few days rest from our southern journey, 

to-dliV I commenced a journey towards the coast. I arrived at 
this place Pagahath early in the forenoon, and befo1·e I could take 
breakfast I was surrounded by the market people, it being market 
dav here. While I nm making this entry, the people at my tent 
do~r are making various observations about what they see. One man 
says, " From tho;;c hooks knowledg·e will dawn on the world." Ano­
ther says, "Then a~k him for one." Another replies, .. ·He won't give 
them for asking, hut will di~tribute them when it pleases him." One 
observes, " You like seeking bones, do you ?" " 0 ye~," says 
another, " he means to make a bolt into the Firingee's house I" 

This place is nine mile,, from Cuttack. I have with me Rama 
Daitad, and S6mnath. The latter is a hopeful young convert : he 
designs to become a preacher of the gospel to the people. He was 
a brahman of respectable standing. After an hour's rest and break­
fast we commenced our labours. I retired to the shade of a mango 
tree, and was immediately surrounded with a crowd of people. The 
syren doctrine that God is all things, was soon stated in defence of 
idolatry, and a lung argument ensued. It is difficult to refute this 
doctrine, and keep clear of the divine omnipresence. To-day I adopt­
ed the following method. After the brahman had objected that 
God filled all things as the principle of life, I asked whether he ex­
isted in a dead body after the breath was entirely departed? The 
man hesitated, afrnid to disprove his doctrine; and the people were 
amused by his perplexity. I then noticed a dead tree, a dead cow, 
&c. I improved the silence hy giving other proofs that God was not 
creation, and exhorted them to disabuse their minds of so false 
and mischievous a doctrine. The next serious inquiry was as to 
whether 01· not sin w .. s removable by human atonements. They 
all declared it was, for so said their books, and hence the great num­
ber of atonements they had. I endeavoured to show them that it was 
not, and that the passages they quoted were interpolations or else 
only referred to the effect of merit in suspending the punishment of 
sin till the reward of merit is past. Instanced also several persons 
eminent for devotion and truth who yet suffered punishment for even 
trifling sins. I read over before them clearly and deliberately the 
following piece from the Bhagahat. " If thou sayest that sin may 
be destroyed by utonements, thou errest : sin cannot be destroyed. 
The most that atonement can do is to defer for a time the punish­
ment of sin." It is said indeed that to repeat the name of Shri Krish­
na destroys a mountain of sin, as a spark of fire destroys a moun­
tain of cotton : but how does fire destroy a mountain of cotton ? It 
only reduces it to ashes. And let me ask, what fire will burn up the 
ashes ? So is sin indestructible, except by the suffering of its penalty, 
it will fall into the ocean of your merit, will sink to the bottom 
thereof, and form there a mud from which every evil and illusive 
disposition will grow up in your future destiny. Sin is not destroyed 
by atonements. After this statement I endeavoured to impress on 
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the minds of the people the fearfulness of their state, and then I 
directed them to the glorious atonement of the Son of God and be­
sought them to put their hope antl trust in him. Rama followed me, 
&nd spoke some time. Gave away about 60 tracts to such as could 
read them, all accompanied with a few words of direction and advice. 
In the afternoon we attended a cloth market, but could not tlo much 
good. We therefore set out for a village called Haker Narayan­
poor, where before the door of the zemindar's house we tried to iu­
terest a uumber of people in conversation ; they refused to hear wh,lt 
we had to say, and employed themselves by ridiculing the Christian 
natincs, and uttering predictions about the fall of the British Govern­
ment. 

lSth.-1 moved from Pagahath early in the morning, and after a 
two hours' ride arrived at Salpur. Here I pitched my tent close to 
a small temple of Parbatl, and taking my native help fellows start­
ed for Badamundie market, no great di~tance from S{ilpur. I found 
a large concourse of people, and was presently surrounded by a con­
siderable congregation of Hindus and i\Iusalmans. After some alter­
cation with a speculative refractory usurer we commenced preaching 
and continued by turns to address the people for three hours. Much 
information was disseminated and many objections overturned. Our 
young friend S6mnath made his first essay here, and spoke with some 
effect. His manner is pleasing though not popular, but at present his 
information is very limited. We had not many books with us at the 
time, but disposed of all we had, and as we returned met others, 
I dispatched a native preacher back with them to distribute them 
among the people. After I gained my tent till ten o'clock at night the 
people came round my tent, and kept me perpetually engaged in dis­
puting and preaching, 

19th.-To-day we walked to Lakshmibar market, a place which 
I have before visited several times. Some of the people recog­
nized me, and mentioned my former visits. About 800 people 
were present, we formed two or three different stands and preach­
ed, disputed, and conversed among the people for several hours. 
Many people were struck with the truth and heard in silence, and 
much Christian information got abroad. 0 for a shower of divine 
mercy to awaken the sleepy souls of these people to thought and 
anxiety about their eternal interests. ,ve continued these labours 
fur about four hours, and then distributed not less I suppose than 150 
tracts, all of which were eagerly received. We got back to the tent as 
the day closed. The people of Salpur again came about my tent and 
we had several hours' useful conversation with them. On the whole 
the day has been one of satisfaction and usefulness. The thought of 
its being Lord's-day when the prayers of thousands were ascendina to 
heaven for us, gave animation to our labours, though alas how :tlto­
gether unlike a Sabb~th_has the day passed! When the people were 
gone we had worship m my tent. I read a portion of the New 
Testamenr and one of the native brethren prayed. 

20th.-This morning I moved on to Badnibar market place, but 
sent my tent on to Assureswara. There are two markets at Badnibar, 
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one on this, and another on the other side of the river. l\hsclf and 
Daitari remaiue<l on this side, while llitm{1 and Sumn{1tl; went to 
the other market. \Ve comrucucccl speaking about 10 o'clock and 
continued till about four P. M. We preached and disputed among 
large congrt:gations of people, and geuerally the attention was very 
~ood. Ever and anon we ceased speakiug, to distribute books as 
the people wished to go home. The gospel is not a new theme 
among these people, and they have been again reminded of its saving 
truths. I thought the people appeared much impressed with the 
hopelessness of their situation ; sinners without a good hope, sinners 
exposed to the consequences of rank and flagrant blasphemy and siu. 
Towards the close of the market, a Bengali devotee arri,•ed, and 
ga,·e it out that he was some great one. He said he neither died nor 
g:rew old. I mentioned to the adoring multitudes that he had come 
here to practise upon them because no one knew him, as he knew 
he would not obtain credit to his tale of immortality in his own 
country. The people fell down before him, and worshipped him with 
great reverence. I offered him to argue, and presented him with a 
tract. About the first he was silent, and he declined the last. In the 
evening I started to Assureswara, where I pitched my tent on the 
bank of a fine tank close to the Gundicha temple of Daddiebaban 
a form of Jagannath. 

2lst.-The neighbourhood of the tank was so tainted with the 
dirty habits of the people, that I was glad to leave it this morning, so 
I removed my tent about one hundrc<l .rards off and pitched u11der a tree 
near the market place; a large market assembled, about 10 o'clock, 
and we commenced our labours of proclaiming, disputing and dis­
tributing tracts so soon as we had taken breakfast, aud continued 
them with little interruption till the evening : many tracts were 
distributed to persons who appeared able to read. In the evening I 
sat down under an open shed close to the road, and had long and 
mt:ful convcrrntions with the people, closing all by the present of a 
useful tract. Dined at 7 P. M. with Lieut. and Mrs. S. and Mr. B. 

2:!nd.-Serious tidings from Cuttack induced me to remain here 
till I received further intelligence ; then I shall shape out my course. 
Have not been much engaged to-day ; a few people came round my 
tent to whom I spoke of the importance of serving God, and securing 
pardon and salvation, the native brethren visited and preached in 
several surrounding villages, they say the people all heard well. 

23rd.-Ye~terday was the first day since we are out on which no 
market has occurred. Late last night I received intelligence from 
home which bas set me at liberty. Early this morning I commenced 
my journey towards Kunderahari. At Baalee we preached, disputed 
and distributed tracts in a large market. \Ve remained in the market 
three hours, and much information was communicated, and much 
prejudice rcmo\"ed. The people heard with much attention the 
message of salvation, We left Baalee market about three P. M. and 
arrived at Kunderapunni by six in the evening. I pitched my tent 
under a shady grove at a little distance from the town. The crops 
in these parts have universally failed; first they were destroyed by 
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the flood, and secondly the destruction was completed by the draught. 
'l'he poor ruined emaciated creatures crawled around my tent to beg 
a pice-must pitiable objects of disease and want-mere walking 
skeletons. 

2-!//t.-A large market colleeted close by my tent early this morn­
ing, we commenced our labours about eight o'clock and continued 
preaching, di~puting and distributing books for four hours in three or 
four places among the market people. \Ve were heard with attention, 
and the tracts were gladly received. About noon I commenced my 
journey towards Upper Kypurra. The way was very intricate and 
we cou<>tantly missed our path. About two o'clock P. M, I arrived at 
a large market at a village called Lekhellee. I remained an hour 
here, and preached to a large congregation. The people heard with 
great seriousness the word of life, no objection was made. My 
subject was the destitute and hopeless state of man as a sinner with­
out an atonement and without a Saviour. I closed by referring the 
listening multitude to Jesus Christ the Saviour, the sinner's friend. I 
had no tracts with me and at three o'clock I rode on towards Kypurra, 
where I arrived by five o'clock. 

25th.-My haekery with tent, bed, eatables, clothing, &c. did not 
come up last night, and I was obliged to betake myself to the ground 
at the root of a tree. \Ve lighted fires and spent the nig·ht till 
twelve o'clock in conversation; and, then I wrapped my horse cloth 
around me and slept. The people here are most uncivilized, nut 
being willing to give or sell even a bit of straw to lie upon. The 
r11j-111i~try, who is building a new salt godown for the Government, 
and who is from Cuttack behaved very kindly, bringing me a little 
wood to burn, a mat to lay on, and a poa of milk. The latter 
formed the only meal I have taken since yesterday morning, The 
coldness of the night, and the heavy dew prevented me from sleeping 
much. Yesterday evening I walked to the villages of Upper and 
Lower Kypurra, and sat down on a toolsee mound and conversed with 
a number of people on the subject of their eternal salvation. I en­
deavoured to make them feel how important it was to have a good 
hope and a good prospect of future happiness. I think I succeeded 
to some extent, but alas ! not only good impressions, but Christian 
information fails from the mind of the people here like a generous 
plant from a soil preoccupied by rank weeds, and noxious jungle. 
They have a saying common among them that what they hear goes 
in at one ear and out at the other. They seem to hear and feel, and 
yet, if the next minute, they bt: asked that they heard, they have 
generally forgotten. 

About 10 o'clock I dispatched coolies for my tent, &c. the cart heing 
unable to come up and they arrived about 12 o'clock when I took 
breakfast. At two P. 111. I departed for Burree Kollamattea. M v 
way was on the banks of the Brahamunee, and I had a pleasant rid~. 
It was Lord's-day, and though I saw little appearance of Sabbath 
around me, or C\'en in my own labours, I thought of the assemblies 
of the people of God in other and happier lands, and enjoyed in spirit 
the pleasures of communion with them in praise and prayer to Him 
whose throne is erected in every place in every heart. 
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2Gtlt.-My hackery failed me aguin last night. About 10 o'clock 
Abraham came staring up and said, The hackery is broken, having 
tumbled into a ditch; the bullocks' tongues are hanging out, and the 
driver's feet arc cracked, and the cart cannot come up. I procured 
holf a !!eer of milk which served for dinner and tea, and again took to 
the root of a friendly Banyan in my horse cloth. I did better last 
night than the night before, having obtained a bundle of nice 
straw, and the tree formed a good security from the wind. I slept 
soundly till the morning. About 5 o'clock in the morning my tent, 
&c. came up on the heads of some coolies sent from this place. 
llurnee is chiefly inhabited by Musalmans, and they were ill disposed 
to hear what we had to say. I collected some Hindus, but they 
were wealthy and of the higher classes, and not much better disposed 
towards Christianity. 

27t/i.-To-day I set off for Hhurwa, and arrived there by 3 o'clock 
in the afternoon. We passed through many villages, and at one large 
place the name of which I do not now re.collect, the native brethren 
stayed and preached to the inhabitants, and left among them a num­
ber of tracts. The foot of a Missionary never trod these parts before 
and the reign of idolatry has remained undisturbed till now. At 
Bhurwa I went into the village and collected a few people; but the 
chief part of the inhabitants were out in the fields plucking their 
rubbi. Here I waited till 11 o'clock at night when Abraham again made 
his appearance stating that the hackery could not come up, though 
assisted by two or three men. The lad instead of bringing me a 
blanket or some food, carried a small bundle of grass for my horse­
of grass obtainable in abundance under the horse's feet. To avoid 
another night in the open air I engaged a torch-bearer, and at 12 
o'clock set out for my Bungalow at Beehirnagger Khunditta. 

28tlt.-1 arrived at Khunditta last night or rather this morning at 
two o'clock. When I arrived all was still, and I awoke Bonomallee 
and his wife to cook a little rice. They soon managed this, but the 
vegetable stew composed of plantains, potatoes, greens, and other 
vegetables defied my capabilities however disposed to cat; so I dis­
posed of the rice and lay rae down to rest on the floor of the bunga­
low and slept soundly till six this morning. To-day I despatched 
coolies to bring up my tent, &c. and they arrived at ten o'clock this 
evening. I was sorry to pass by the large market at Huraeepoor 
between Bhurwa and Khunditta, but Rama and Daitari and Nath 
remained behind, and they called at H uraeepoor and preached among 
the people and distributed a number of tracts. They speak of the 
people as paying better attention than usual to their message. 

January 23rd, 1841.-Two pieces of journal containing an account of 
my labours to a festival at Botaswara, Bhogabottee, and of the labours 
of the native brethren to Jeenteer and Bhoobuneswara have been dis­
patched to England and need not therefore be repeated here On the 
19th I set out from Cuttack to Poyrapatna to attend a large festival on 
the banks of the river Prachee. The distance from Cuttack is twenty­
four miles. The river Prachee is much celebrated among the Hindu~, 
and is more sacred the brahmans say than Ganga, it beiug the elder 
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sister of the two. The place where the festind is lrl'ld is particularly 
sacred from the circumstance of Ramchander, during his 14 years of 
nusterities in the jungles, having bathed there. After he had bathed 
he set up a bale fruit and worshipped it. The brahmans have taken 
advantage of this and have erected a temple to Maha.deb there, call­
ing the image Balaswer. The water in the jhil in which the people 
bathed, was shallow and muddy, but clean water seemed not essential to 
wa~h away sin, ancl nine thousand people rushed clown to the muddy 
poul to attend to the rites of the festival. They afterwards attended 
the temple for a sight of Ilalaswer, and recei,·ed the ble~sing of the 
priests. I left Cuttack at three o'clock, but being detained in crossing 
the river, I did not arrive at Phottagur before eight, when I set up my 
tent and slept. In the morning of the 20th I started for Payarapat­
na where I arrived by two o'clock P. M. My tent arrived late in the 
evening, and I pitchei:I it at a convenient distance from the temple. 
The people began to assemble early the next morning, and hy 10 
o'clock A. M. the jatra was full. After we had taken refreshment we 
formed three parties, myself one, Barna.deb and Damodar another, 
and Seboniak and Somnath a third. 

We placed ourselves in central situations and preached among the 
multitude the uns~archable riches of Christ. We remained preaching 
and disputing for several hours, till we were able to do so no more. 
'l'he distribution of tracts commenced about 12 at noon. The people 
were extremely anxious to obtain tracts, and we had the utmost dif­
ficulty to maintain our standing while we gave them away. They rush­
ed upon us like the waves of the sea, and sometimes carried us along 
with them. Ever and anon we ceased distribution, and addressed the 
people on the nature and contents of the books, exhorting them to 
take them home and read and understand them. Thus we proceeded 
till late at night, when our strength failed us, and our bod,s were 
finished. We ga\·e away more than 3500 books. The knowledge 
we have imparted will be carried very wide, and into places where we 
could never go. 0 that a blessing from abO\·e may attend these 
efforts, and fill these regions with light, holiness, and happiness, as 
they are now filled with darkness, sin and misery! On the night of 
of the 21st, the people having departed we were kept awake uy the 
singing of some Hindu merchants from Bhubaneswara. It was 
very fascinating, aided by the silence of the night, and the sweet 
voices of the youths engaged. But these songs were idolatrous, and 
which no youth at home could sing, songs which no one would 
attempt to teach. On the morning of the 22nd, I commenced my 
journey home, and arrived at Cuttack by 7 in the evening ; complete­
ly soaked, having been exposed to a heavy rain for more than three 
hours in the afternoon. Through mercy however I have sustained 
no injury. 

C. LACEY. 
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III.-Answe1' of P. to the lleply of the Baptist Missionaries 
to his S11-ictures on ilteir Hindustan£. 

To lhe Editon of the Calcutta Christian 01.iserver. 
Sins, 

It is only a few days since I read in your FelH·nary No. 
the reply of the Baptist Missionaries to my strictures on their 
Hindustaui version. As I was on a journey fo1· several months 
I had no opportunity of getting yom periodical soone1·. 

I must say, 1 felt, when reading it, not a little sUl"prised 
that they have mistaken or rather misconstrued so much the 
object I had in view, and am sorry indeed for the spirit in 
which their reply has been written.-Questioning the gen­
uineness of my professions, they have viewed my remarks as 
having proceeded from a party feeling against them, and there­
fore the excited manner of their answer. 

To avoid further irritation I i;huuld have preferred keeping 
silent alto!!;ether; for l folly agree, that if discussions cannot 
be carried 011 betwet·n brethren in love and meekness, it is in 
most cases better to drop them. But as the Baptist Missionaries 
have called in question my sincerit;·, and have thus become 
personal in thei1· reply, I am bound to viuclicate myself from 
the charge. lu refereuce to the other charges, that my stl'ic­
tures have l,een "incorrect" or unfounded; that the conclu­
sion to which I have co111e in respect to thei1· translation was 
a " sweepi11g one without prnprr examination;" that I have 
"misrepresented " them by " mistranslating their words," 
and have "found fault with thei1· remlr1·ings without being 
prepared to show in what thei1· enor consil:its, and how it may 
be corrected"-} refrain, fo1· the reason mentioned, from 
justifying myself unless furthe1· reasons should compel me to 
do so, and leave the decision to those who have carefully and 
impartially read my strictu1·es and compared the reply of the 
Baptist Missional'ies with them. 

1'he Baptist Missionaries doubting the trnth of my asser­
tions say: "He (P.) seems to intimate that the passages upon 
which he has animadve1·ted were taken up casually, on a cur­
sory reading; whereas it is most evident that they are a 
designed selection, embracing the greater number of difficult 
passages, that occm· in the N. 1'. It is easy fo1· any one to 
refer to passages which he knows to be difficult, without read­
ing the whole version, but it is unfai1· to represent a selection 
so made as the result of a cu1·sory inspection." And in ano­
ther place it is said: "The manner in which this attack upon 
their labours is made appears to the Missionaries objection­
able. It is doue under the prnfession of brotherly lo\'e, and if 
so the translators are bound to be thanl<ful fu1· it. They think 
ho,vever, that the genuineness of that love which would drag 
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them before a public tl'ibunal and there accuse and expose 
them without having once coudescendt'd in a more pnvate 
manner to warn and exhort them, may he fairly questionerl." 
Now I thinl< I have greater cause to call it unfair a11d not in 
acco1·da11ce with genuine love to thrnw out pnulicly such hiuts 
against the char,lcter and sincerity of a brother Missionary 
without any othe1· ground but the supposition, that he might 
have been influenced by party feelings, and that I therefore 
have made ~uch a designed srlection of the greater number of 
difficult passages, and published it in the way I did, with no 
othe1· view but to attack and expose theii· labours the more 
effectually. I tmst, hO\vever, that the impartial reader of my 
strictures will not have turned away from them with such an 
impression, but will have felt convinced that I have been 
guided by 110 improper motive. And I may refer to the note 
which has been added to my remarks by the Edito1·s of the 
Calcutta Christian Observer as strengthening this hope. I 
should be glad if I could convince our Baptist Missionary 
brethren of the same, but though I should not succeed in that, 
they will allow me to state distinctly, that no party or bad 
feeling against them has influenced me, and that the selection 
has been in no way a designed one. Most of the passages 
were collected in the first cursory reading of theii· trnnslation, 
being greatly surpl'ised at the liberty whicli they used in deviat­
ing from a literal rendering of the original. This induced me 
to read some parts, viz. Romans and others, more carefully 
through, and this again led me to compare the objectionable 
passages with othe1·s, and thus the collection was made. And 
as upon inquiry, I was told that no one had as yet publicly 
made any objection against the rendering of these passages, 
I thought it my duty to do so. 

That more passages of this kind might be fonnd, if the 
whole was carefully read through, is not only a supposition of 
mine, but has been a~serted by others also, as by the Frieud to 
Trnnslators in your Ma1·ch No. 

That my collection embraces the greater number of diffi­
cult passages of the New Testament is an assertion which 
the Baptist Missionaries have yet to prove. No one acquainted 
either with the original or scripture in general will u11111ber 
such passages as Matt. vi. 10, Rom. i. 25, iii. 23, Colo!,;s, i. l 9. 
John xiv. 6, Mutt. iii. 11, Luke ii. 16, Rom. iii. 21, 22, Mark 
xiii. 32, Coloss. i. 15, and other;; mcutioned in my remarks 
mnong the difficult ones eithe1· in reference to the meaning 01· 
the literal rendering of them. With the objections which 
unbelievers or others may make against the clea1· sense and 
the literal rendering of such pitssages as Mark xiii. 32, Coloss. 
i. 15, the translator has nothing to do. He has only to transfer 
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and uot to l'Xplaiu them, eithel' accordi11g tu his own Ol' the 
views of others, as I mentioned fonnerly, ebe his trauslalio11 
never can or will Lecome a correct and a faithful one. Aud 
the want of a strict adherence to this pri11ciple is the point 
to which my stl'ictures have been principally <lil'ected. The 
difficulty however is, that one translator is more iu favor of a 
free rendering of the text than another, 01· than others would 
apprnve of. In that case it is however, the more requisite, 
that such deviations from tbe liternl meaning should be made 
public, 01· the 'l'ran-,.lators should put them in the margin. 

Few passages only of those mentioned in my strictures may 
afford some difficnlty to the translator, as Luke vii. 35, Heb. 
ix. 16, 17, Ront. riii. 4, 23, ii. 15, 16, i. 3. 

'l'o "drag them l>efurc a pul>lic trilm11al and there to accuse 
and expose them,'' was not the reason why I have chosen the 
public ralhel' than the prirnte way of communication, as 
already mentioned. 'J'he principal l'eason of my doing so was, 
as stated in mv remarks, to draw mul'e attentiou to translations 
in ge11crnl, an·d to call for greater and more united exertions. 
If howe\'er, it should be found impossible to obtain such a 
desirablP object on account of a wa11t of brotherly love and 
Catholic feeling in the parties concerned, that would indeed 
forn1 a cause of deep regret as ,veil as of great humili,ttion fo1· 
all. Further, I felt com'inc:cd, that more good would result, 
v.nd greater notice be taken of my remarks, than if I had 
chosen the othe1· mty. And if om Baptist l\lissionary bre­
thren will in future put I he literal rendering of the text in the 
margin, whenever they think they must deviate from it, my 
stl'ictures will have produced at least some good. '!'hat these 
have been confined to theil' translation, no one can fairly con­
strue into an argument again~t we; and I feel assured, they 
also would not have done it, had they read the same with 
impartiality. 

I beg leave to 1,ay here that my stricttuPs have not been 
dil'ected agaiust thl'ir differiug from the English version, as 
they suppose, but against the deviations from the cle~u· liternl 
meaning of the original, as every one will percei,,e who reads 
them carefully. I refern:d in several cases to the English vet·­
sion merely because it gives in those passages a conect render­
ing uf the Greek, and spared me gil'ing my own translation. 

But ,rhy, after all, shun publicity? It strictures publicly 
made are unfounded, then tliey can be refuted in the same 
way; if not, tlwn it is but right, and sometimes an imperative 
duty, that the defects of a tra11slation should be made known 
not ouly to the translators, but, when once printed antl made 
pu ulil', also to those who use the translation ; only let all be 
tluue iu love, autl good will result from it. P. 
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IV.-On tlie importance <?f Indian .ftlis.~Ionaries studying the 
History, lllytltology, Antiquities ancl Customs of Iiidiu. 

To lhe Edilors of the Culculla Christian Obsen·er. 
Srns, 

l forward to you the following brief remarks on the importance of Indian Mis­
sionaries stud)·ing the history, mythology, antiquities uncl customs of India. The 
sul>jecl is calculuted lo uff,·ct the usefulness of missionary efforts; I tho,refore 
hope that some senior missionaries may com1m1nicate their \'iews acquired 1,y 
experience in the country. 

Yours truly, 
P111LOLOGt1S. 

It is recorded in Pearson's Life of Swartz, that" Mr. Swartz, deeming it neces­
sar}', in order to converse with advantage with the J(eople, to be well acquainted 
"'ilh their system of theology, whatever 1t was,spent.five_ye111·s, after he had attamed 
some proficiency in their language, in reading their 111ythological hooks only. 
Hard and irksome as this task must have been to a dev0l1t min<l, he has reaped 
this benefit frtnll it, that he can at any time commaud the auentinn of the Maia­
bars by allusions to their farnrite books and historie:,, "·hic-.h he ne,·er fails to 
make sub;ervient to the truth.'' One of the strongest temptations of a missionary 
in ln<lia, an<l one to which he is prone lo yield from 1,is previous education, asso­
ciations and European habits, is an undue attachment to European society and 
intercourse. The mind need~ some relaxation, some suhject on which lo interest 
itself; if therefore mis~ionary labourers be occupied witl1 the subjects proposed 
in this letter they will often feel more gr,,tification in intercour.,e with nntives, 
and in conversation on subjects connected with native habits, &c. than in Anglo­
Indian Society; on the same principle as professional men, lawyers, doctors, &c., 
finJ deli:;ht in associating with those of their own proles,ional occupations. It is 
a well known lacl how linle interest the English circles in India take in any mat­
ters connected with nati\'e society or literature in India. How can much sym­
pathy be felt for any people unless we form clear "iews of the structure of their 
society and modes of think in)!, aud this is chiefly to be attained by patient atten­
tion in the study of their literature, con,bined with inquiries among natives them­
selves, sugge,te<l by a course of rea<ling. Theory must accompany practice here 
as well as in the sciences. \Ve must not un<lerrate the gigantic evil we ha\·e 
to contend \\ith. To the superficial and merely practical ousen·er of Hinduism 
its mytholoµy ancl customs may seem a mere unconnected piece of puerility, 
but guided by the light shed upon llrahmanism by such writings as Faber's 
Origin of Idolatry, the Asiatic Society's Transaction~, and Sir W. Junes's works, 
we see that all the apparently detached parts of ll iudnism dovetail into one 
another, nil form one mighty fortress of Satanic erection. If then, the 
medical student apply himself assiduously to tl1e theory of medicine anJ 
anatomy, an<l devote whole Jears to it, though mucli of that knowledue 
muy not be immediatdy required in his profession; if the lawyer deem "it 
necessary to take a wi<le ranbe in the records of jurisprmlencP, though of 
no tlirecll!J practical benefit, shall the missionary consi,lcr it unworthy his 
attention to stu<ly a system of religion in the construction of which some of the 
mi~htiest minus of India have been enga~ed, and which ha, withstood the shock 
of Pagan, .l\logul, and Muhammadan invasion? The Missionary's atlention 
must be directed to the weakest part of the Bralimanical fortress; but holV 
is this fully auainable without previous obsen·ation of the position and strcnoth 
of this bulwark? \,~-~at is th~ cause that the British public are sv apath;tic 
wllh regard to the spmtual cla11ns of India? Is not one chief cause, the misty 
indistinct views they enterlain respecting the ,·eal condition of the natives; so, 
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with regard to the 1\lission11ry, li~ht is necessary as well as love: we must know 
llw slate of u people befure our feeling can be tl,uru11gM!J excited in their favour, 
as misdirec1ed benevolence has been productive of many evils. The study of 
the history of ludiu would tend to conc~ntrnte Missionary attention more on 
the people of India. What sernrnt of Christ could shrink al any hardships or 
inconveniences allendant on a Missionary life when he reads of the toils and 
anxieties such men as Timur, Genghis Khan, Nadir Shah, and the Muhammad­
an conquerers endured in order to win the blood.stained bauble of military 
glory. It would also check impatience; since the Hindu system has been the 
formation of centuries amJ so deeply entwined in the habits of the people, we 
cannot expect it to be overthrown in a day. The contrast between the impu­
rities and follies of the shaslras and the sanctity of the Christian religion would 
srrve, like the shading of a picture, to bring into greater prominence the supe­
riority of Christian ethics. Human life is too short,u11d the human faculties loo 
limited to allow of the mind being fixed on more than a few subjects, and 
mythological and historical subjects are as necessary to a Missionary's profes­
sional pursuits as the study of anatomy is to the sur~eon. Shall the scholars 
of Germany and France dP.vole their best ener1,1ies to I udian li1era1ure for mere 
pnrposes of curiosity, and shall the warrior of the cross not gaze with equal 
interest on that colossal edifice, whose walls he is Lo raze to the ground in order 
to tffect man's deliverance? It is recorded of Dr. Coke, an eminent Missionary, 
that on his way lo Portsmouth to embark for India a gentleman in the carriage 
with him wns about to read to him a paper respecting some En1slish matters. 
Be requested him not to do so, adding, " J mn dwd tu all but India." The 
man who devotes his life to the allainment of one object finds his mind even in 
private society wandering away from the company to his beloved theme: the 
ruling passion displays itself every where. Jt seems a desideratum in India 
for Missionaries to mix more exlensil'ely with European Society, but, for 011e end, 
-10 excite European sympathy for the natives by direcling lhe current '!f co11-
versatiu11 to subjects connected u:itl, nt<live 111um,ers, rnudes of thi,.lci11g, supersti­
tiun, &c.; but, if the Missionary himself be unacquainted with the minutill! of 
native habits, &c., how can he effect this? What deep interest has Mr. Williams 
excited in favor of the South Sea Islanders even among worldly persons in con­
sequence of his acquaintance with their condition? As 11 familiarity wi1h our 
native country's literature and history is one of the strongest b(lnds of patriotism, 
so will the Missionary's Christian patriotism be similarly excited in his adopted 
country. A sound knowledge of any of the Indian languages is best attainable 
by the perusal of original corn positions by natives. The mind therefore alive to 

• the National Literature finds the acquisition of the la11guage by this means 
facililated, as the attentio11 is nol limited to the mere study of words, but also 
recei•es ideas along with them. In addressing natives it is very important to 
know their modes of thought, in order to arrest their attentiou the quicker ; but 
where is this so fully embodied as in the National Literature? The char~e has 
sometimes been adva11ced against l\Iissiona1·ies, that they calumniate the Hindu 
religion by adopting their views of it from the superstitious notions held by the 
common people. llow imporlant then is ii for them to shew that they have 
in,•estigated this subject and can substantiate their accusations by a reference 
to the llindu writings themselves, so as tu be able to encounter the brah1111111s 
on their own ground. It has been admitted lo be a ,·alid argument against the 
com peteucy of Thomas Payne to condemn the Bible, that he never studied the 
Bible. May not the brahmans retort tl1e same argument against some Missionary 
labourers that they have condemned the Hindu shastras anu religion in most 
sP.vere terms without having derived their information from authentic sources. 
A familiarity v.ith native habits would occasionally strve to enliv~n the dull­
ness 11nd dryness of many Mi,sionary J11urnuls and Missionary speeches. 
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V.-Proposed I'ublicntionfo1· the Young Ladies of India. 
To the EJitors of the Calcutta Clll'i,tiun Obsener. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The publications of the Clll'istian School Book Society, 
whether prepa1·ed in this country, 01· imported from Eul'Ope, 
are exceedingly valuable ; they will, I hope, become ve1·y 
popular and i·ery useful. That the Society may go on and 
prosper is the earnest wish of your present correspondent. 

My object in writing these few li11es, is to call attention to 
a certain department of education, in which nothing has, I 
believe, been <lone by the Society ; but it is so important, 
and so much within its sphere, that I am persuaded, 
a few hints on the subject will meet with due conside­
ration. There is a numel'Ous and most interesting class of 
persons in this country, for whose particular benefit a totally 
11ew work is needed. I refer to our female youth, in other 
words, the young ladies of India. Many of these are to be 
found in the higher classes of public seminaries; many in the 
domestic circle ; and some in boarding houses, 01· as lodgers 
in private families, While they may derive great benefit, in 
common with the youth of the other sex, from the excellent 
publications of the Society, a work peculiarly a<lapted to 
their present cii-cumsta11ces and future pl'Ospects, is a great 
desideratum. The manner of living in India, our customs 
and habits, diffe1· so much from those of Europe, that, should 
a work of the kind be found to exist in Europe, it would be 
,·e1·y partially applicable to the young ladies of India. Such 
a work, if well prepared, might form a class book for the 
more advanced pupils in our seminaries; and br perused with 
great advantage by those who are no longe1· under scholas­
tic tuition. Surely India can furnish some lady of sufficient 
piety, information and good sense to prepare a work of the 
sort; or several ladies may each take a part, their kind hus­
bands atTordi11g them a little assistance if necessary. A very 
useful work may, in this way, be produced, and in a short 
time. In order to illustrnte my meaning still farther, I will 
take the liberty just to name a few subjl!cts, which the work 
in question should contain. 

RELIGION, 

Reading the scripturns, public worship, secret prayer, with 
other branches of practical piety. 

DOMESTIC ECONO'M Y. 

Purchasing articles of dress, cutting out and making up 
dresses. Taking ca1·e of clothes, purchasing clothes and adi-
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des of ilrrss for familit>s; cutting- out and making up articles 
of dress fo1· families, ah;o other articles for domestic purposes. 
ilanag-cment of servants, rt:>g-ulation of house expenses. Cer­
tain principles of rectitude, beucvolence, philosophy, or co111-
mon sense, as the case may require, sl10uld be introduced ; 
correct principles of extemivc and obdous application, being 
preferable to a multitude of minute directions. Instrnctions 
in domestic economy are much needed. l\fany of the young 
ladi<'s of India, cannot expect affluence; they will become the 
partners of men, whose incomes will rnnge from 200 to 500 
rupees per mensem. 

RULES OF BEHAVIOUR, 

Conduct towards parents, brothers, i,;isters, friends, com­
panions, acquaintances, strangers. Visiting, lodging, temper, 
&c. &c. 

I\IENTAL IMPROVEMENT, 

Management of the mental power, memo1·y, judgment, &c. 
Best course of reading. How to improve most by reading. 
Letter writing, composition, &c. 

IMPROVEMENT OF TIME. 

Time of rising ancl retiring to rest. Arrangement of occu­
pations, so as to give a due portion of time to each. The 
value of time is by no means duly appreciated by the young 
ladies of India; they know little of the advantages to be 
obtained by allotting a due prnportion of time to each occu­
pation, 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 

Ornamental needle-work, music, drawing, &c. &c. 

DUTIES OF BENE\'OLENCE. 

Kindness to the poor. Instructing the ignorant. Contri­
butions to chilritahle and religions pm·poses, &c. &c. 

Having given these hints, I lea\'e it to the Christian ladies 
residing in India, to use them as they please. Let any thing, 
that has been said be rejected, 01· apprnvecl, contrncted or 
amplifird, or in any way modified and altered, only let us 
have a work of the kind here proposed. 

A. H. C. 



J84I.] Lord Auckla:1d's Minute on Native Educatio11. 353 

VI.-Lo1·d Auckland's Minute on Native Education. 

Mv Loao, 

LETTER II. 
Oh I for the coming of that glorious time, 
When, prizing knowledge as her noblest wealth 
And best protection, this imperial realm, 
While she encts allegiance, shall admit 
An obligation on her part to teach 
Them who are born to serve her and obey; 
Binding herself by statute to secure 
For all the chihlreo whom her soil maintains, 
The ,-udiments of lelters ; and to inform 
The mind tDith moral and religiou, trutl&, 

Wordawo1·1h. 

Wealth, rn11k, statio11, power, sove1·eignty :-these united 
in one pe1·son, are stupendous gifts of Divine Prodrlence­
stupendous fo1· good or fo1· evil. Neglected and abused, as in 
the case of a Roman Nero, they become the most frightful 
scom·ges of humanity and draw down the most terrible retri­
bution at the hands of an offended God. Cultivated and well 
directed, as in the case of an E11glish Alfred, they become 
founts of the richest benefits to the race of man, and sources 
of reversionai·y bliss to the happy possessor. And th,>ugh 
few there be that ever sink into the depths of guilt entailed 
by the vices of the forn1e1·, or rise to the pre-eminence of 
glory that crnwns the virtues of the latter, there is not a 
point along the whole vast line of gradation between these 
extremes, at which the words, the example, or the decisions 
of an earthly potentate may not powerfully operate fur weal 
or for woe. If this could be doubted, the calculating facility 
with which you1· Lol'dship conceived the great b,tcl measure 
repl'obated in my last, and the over-mastering, though it may 
be, noiseless energy with which the apparrntly most stub­
born materials have been moulded into willing instrnments to 
give it full effect, must stand forth as ineffaceaille monuments 
of demonstrntion. Doubtless the1·e may be esoteric elements 
which, if divulged, might tencl to modify the aspect of the 
question; but, as we have no access to the thoughts of princes 
01· the counsels of state, we can only look at the exoteric. 
Looking at these, the spectacle presented is, indeed, a strange 
one-forcing us to watch and to wondel' at the talisuianic 
influence of the wand of power. Glance we at the past :­
Behold the Committee of Public lnstrnction manfully fight­
ing the battle of Educational Anti-Orientalism, under the 
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shadow of Lord W. Bentinck, and cheerfully giving effect to 
his paramount will. Glance we at the present :-Behold the 
Committee of Public Instruction, undeL· the fostering shadow 
of my Lord Auckland, adroitly passing ove1· to the othe1· side, 
as cheerfully ready to execute his paramonnt though contrary 
will. Proh Tcmporn ! Proh mores ! "\,Ve had thought some 
of them at least men of principle, who had built their con­
clusions 011 a rock which the tempests and the torrents of 
opposition might assail in n1i11. But, lo, they all act like men 
of shifting, sand-like expediency which the gentle gale of vice­
regal favour has blown into shreds. One GO\·ernor Genernl 
fro1rns on the State Institutions of Orientalism and blasts 
them with the breath of his sore displeasure. "\Vell done, my 
Loni," exclaim the Public lnstructiouists, " well done; so 
perish all endowments of error." Another Governo1· General 
smiles propitious on the State Institutions of Orientalism, 
and rc,·i,·cs them with the breath of his approving compla­
cency. "\Veil done, my Lord," re-echo the Public Instruc­
tionists, " well done, so re-flourish all endowments of e1·ror." 
In our ignorance of the esoteric mysteries of state councils, 
how are we left admiringly to cry out :-What must be the lati­
tude and the longitude of the policy of him, who could so 
calmly abide his time-waiting till the lamentations of the chief 
mourners were ended, and the most interested friends had be­
come reconciled to the loss of thei1· darling Orientalism-and 
then going forth, amid the silence and the gloom of ill­
omened auguries, to resuscitate the hydra-headed spectrn 
which had been formally consigned to the befitting mansions 
of the tomb? \\That must be the latitude and the longitude of 
the allegiance of thosr, who,-after having, under the former 
Government Head, witnessed or even assisted in celebrating 
the funeral obsequies of this gaunt Oriental antagonist,-could 
now march forward in the rear of the new Chief to behold 
his intended feat of resunectionism, and exult at the re­
appearance of the disinterred apparition, and eage_rly join in 
re-equipping it for its wonted vocation of fell revelling among 
the blighted intellects and the withered hearts of a deluded 
and benighted people? If justice and tmth could allow it, 
gladly, oh, most gladly would celestial Charity drnw her 
benign veil ove1· the whole ; and breathe forth unto Heaven 
the God-like prayer, "Father, forgive them, for they lmO\v 
not what they do !" 

One of the earliest and most lamentable results of your 
Lordship's act of rr.storntion will be, the re-infroduction of the 
old confusion of ideas on tlie subject of Oriental Literature 
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and Native Education-and the ultimate realization of all the 
unhappy consequences to which suclt confusion inevitably tends. 
Ah-eady, iu the distant horizon, do I behold symptoms­
significant symptoms-of reviving opinions on this hea<l, 
whoise portentous shadows, when they gather into strength, 
may well sc,u·e away a Go,·ernor General, less resolute ancl 
less fraught with the trne reforming spirit than the last. It 
is well then betimes to sound a note of warning. From the 
constant and almost exclusirc employment of Orieutul Li­
ternture in the education of native youth, these two wholly 
" distinct and distinguishable" things, \'iz. the Patronage of 
Oriental Literature, and the A<lvancement of Native Education, 
came to be perpetually and systematically confoun<led. The 
Educationists of the old regime held these to be inseparable, 
if not altogethe1· identical. And what was the unavoi<lable 
consequence? 'l'he instant, Lord \V. Bentiuck simply decreed 
that Oriental Literature, bestrewn as it is throughout, with 
what your Lordship justly terms "radical errors and defi­
ciencies," shoul<l be withdrawn from the Government educa­
tion of native youth, an<l • a true and wholesome literature 
substituted instcad,-that instant, the snug little coterie of 
Oriento-maniasts, alarmed at the di~junction of what they 
held to be incapable of being riven asunder, rent the ah· with 
thei1· hoarse mu1·111uri11gs and bitter plaints. The Corypheus 
of the storming party actually prnnounced Lord Bentinck's 
enactment, " an act of ex.termination against the litera­
tmc and classical languages of Hindustan." From these 
and other similar terms, in which he and his co-adjutors 
spoke and wrnte and ra1·ed 011 the subject, one ignornnt of the 
facts might naturally have supposed that it threatened to 
clcluge the shores of India with fresh floods of bigotry ancl 
intolerance-that it threatened to recal "Chaos and Old 
Night" from their long undisturbed slumbers, and reseat them 
on the thrnne of worse than Gothic darkness and error. One 
might suppose, that it was au act which might have been 
concocted in the barbaric council chambe1· of Genseric or 
Attila; or, that it might have i;;sued from the concla\'e of the 
Caliphate at the time, when, from the Tagus to the Jaxartes, 
its destroying sword had obliterated the recor<ls of e\'ery faith, 
s,we that of Allah and his Prophet ; or, that it might h,n-e 
formed one of the rnthless decrees of Mahmoud of Ghizni, who, 
from time to time, " pounced like an eagle from his tremen­
dous eyry amid the snows of Caucasus on poor unha[Jpy lu<lia, 
and having snatched his p1·ey, instantly flew back to his 
mountain domain," leaving behind him temples desolated, 
idols trnmpled in the dust, and the sac1·ed archives of the 
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gods -the written monuments of a literattll'e, and science, 
and theology, that proudly boasted of an irnmeasnrahle a11ti­
quity,-de,·omecl by the blaze of many a wicle-spreiul contla­
grntion. 

Whatever may be allegecl as to this being an exaggerated 
picture of the opinions and forebodings of certain doati11g 
Oricntalists, 110 one at all conversant with theii· views will be 
disposed to cleny that there is a deep, and broad, and strong 
foundation fen· it. Bating the use of comparisons altogether, 
language was employed 011 the subject that admitted of no 
eqnivocation and 110 mistake. The act, not virtually, but ac­
tualh·, was characterized as a scheme fo1· the total extinction 
of w;tive classical literatm·e-as a project fo1· the annihilation 
of all the languages of l11dia, vernacular or cla~sical-as a 
measure for the abolition of all native institutions for native 
eclncation. Aud haYiug thus characterized, or rather ca1·ica­
turecl, the act, it required neither the wisdom of a sage, 1101· 
the vaticinath·e powers of a seer, to prognosticate that it 
might invoh·e the most mischievous consequences,-that it 
might tend to alienate the min<ls of the nutives by impressing 
upon them the conviction that they and their rnlers had con­
:Oicting feelings and incompatible interests,-that it might be 
calculated to destroy all respect fur the British character, yea 
to endanger the stability of the British power,-and, finally, 
that it might contribute to retard indefinitely, if not altogether 
to prevent, the intellectual, moral, and religious imprn,•ement 
of the people. 

Those who indulged in such retrospective criminations and 
prospective fears might be sincere in theii- convictious; but 
most assuredly, they were woefully mistaken. \-Vhether the 
sudden dissipation of thei1· own congenial drenms might hat"e 
somewhat excited the heat of indignation which enveloped 
the judgment with fumes, while it had quickened the activi­
ties of the fancy, it is not for us to say. But certain it is, 
that they did seem to contemplate the suhject through some 
hazy medium, like travellers in the morning viewing the f~ce 
of nature through those misty exhalations which distort the 
forms of things, as well as expand them into disproportion­
ate 111ag11itude. Fo1· how stood the case? When presented in 
its bare literality, it was neither more 1101· less than this.-The 
British Government at one time voluntarily allotted certain 
fun<ls for th~ cultivation of N alive* Liternture in connection 

• The expression "Native Literature'' or " Oriental Literature" for wont 
of a beller, is employed here nn<l elsewhere lo denole ult nuti1Je writing• of e,·ery 
descriplltm, "hether strictly lilerary, scientific or theological. It is employed 
in 1l11s ull-comprehe11<li11g sense as exceedingly con,·enient lo prevent the recur­
rence of constunt circumloculion. 
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with Native Education in certain institutions, founded by 
itself. The same government afterwards deemed it expedient 
to determine t.o withdraw these funds from such allotment, 
and apply them to the encouragement of European literature 
and science. 

Now, it matters not a jot in this part of our inquiry, whe­
ther the go1·ernment ,·iews of right 01· expediency in effecting 
this tra11sfe1· \\'ere defensible or not. 'flie simple question 
that ai·i~es here is-Did the withclrawin~ of certain fu11ds 
from thf' support of a few 11ative institutions, originated by 
government itself, amo1111t i11 any reasonable sense to an 
abolition of all uative institutions? Did it amount to an ex­
tinction of all nati\·e classical literature? In other words, was 
the simple withholding of direct positive encouragement to the 
study of Oriental Liternture in the instrnction of native youth, 
equivalent to a direct active discouragement of Oriental Lite­
rature altogether,-amounting to a persecuting prnhibition or 
a general extermination ? "'hy, if common sense has not fled 
the habitations of man, this determination of withd1·awing 
direct positive support from native literature in the Educa­
tion of Native youth, could not he construed to mean a down­
right actual suppression or extirpation of that literature 
either in whole or in part. It was simply a return to the 
first position of sfrict neutrality; it was the re-assumption of 
an attitude of non-interference; it was a resolution to do no­
thing directly and actively, in connection witlt National Edu­
cation, eithe1· fo1· or against, either to uphold cu· to abolish, 
native literature. So fa1· as the British Government was con­
cerned, it just left that liternllue precisely as it exir.ted 
before its interference at all; i. e., it resigned the classical 
liternture of India to the pati·onage and suppmt of tlae des­
cendants of those who ha\·e cultivated and perpetuated the 
knowledge of it during the last thirty centuries, together with 
theit· volunta1·y European allies. 

Ag .. in, how, or in what conceivable sPnse could the appli­
cation of any funds \Thatsoever to the purposes of English 
education, be interpreted as tantamount to an attempt to 
annihilate all the languages of India, vernacular and classical ? 
As well, surely, might we assert that endowments fo1· encou­
raging tbe study of Latin and Greek in the island of Great B1·i­
tain were destined to exterminate the language which Shakes­
peare, and Milton, and Addison, had rendered classical, with 
all its provincial dialects! Or, let us refer to a contempora­
neous case somewhat parallel. The British Government, at 
the present time, deem it pl'Oper to vote an annual grant of 
money for the cultivation of Popish literature in the college 
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of Maynooth. Now, the same government may, fo1· good 
reasons, afterwards find it expedient to withdrnw this grnnt, 
au<l devote the sum so withdrnwn to the encouragement of 
genernl English education. Should it actually resolre thus to 
retrace its steps, could such an act of withdrawal and appro­
priation, we ask, l.Je designated, with any semblance of pro­
priety, an act for the abolition of all Popish institutio11s-fo1· 
the extinction of all Popish literature-and fo1· the extermi­
n:ition of the Latin and Irish languages? Stript of all achen­
titions colomings, and presented in this simple light, the 
proposition seems too ludicrously absmd to l.Je for a mo­
ment entertained. Yet snrh, and none other in spirit and in 
letter was the proposition which some of our great Orientalists 
,-rere so prodigal of thei1· strength in attempting to establish. 
And think you, my Lord, that the sncccsso1·s of such men as 
H. H. \Vilson, Esq. and the late l:t111ente<l M1·. Prinsep and 
D1·. Tytler, are likely to manifest more discretion and display 
greate1· acnte11ess anti practical sagacity than they, in distin­
guishing the things that differ, and in cleaving to the things 
that are really most excellent ? 

Still, though the charges of "extermination,"" extirpation," 
and "destrnction'' may thus be shewn to be contemptibly 
ridiculous, many of the Oriental fraternity, unwilling to be 
baffled, and ready, like drowning men, to cleave to a floating 
stra,v, turn about, anti, occupying new ground, rally round a 
new standard. With the Sanskrit prnfessor of Oxford they 
eagerly join; and, adopting his pafriotic language, exultingly 
ask, Has not Native Literature rightful claims on a govern­
ment which has " usurped the powe1· and absorbed the 
re,·enues of those who were its natural guardians?'' 

Now, in all such scornful taunts and crimiuative up braidings 
there is still predominant the same confusion of ide<1.s respect­
ing the patronage of Oriental Literature and the Education of 
Native youth, as well as not a little mis-statement of historical 
facts. If it be insinuated that the resources of the natives have 
been so crippled by our Government, that their own institu­
tions must droop and languish from inability to support them, 
nothing can be more wide of the truth. There ha\·e been all 
along natire Colleges in great abundance, in which the classi­
cal languages of India, particulady Sanskl'it, have been culti­
vated in the highest perfection. These, in many instances at 
least, are as flourishing now, as they have been fo1· centuries 
past-rendering the establishment of similar institutions on 
the part of the British Go,'emment, not only a work of rivalry, 
but of perfect supererogation. " Government colleges," re­
marked the Editor of the Friend of India some years ago, with 
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equal precision an1l truth, "in comparison with the indigenous 
colleges, arc as a pool of stagnant wate1·, compared wilh the 
flowing stream of the Ganges. The country needs not the 
support of Government to keep alive a knowledge of this 
sacred tongue, (Sanskrit.) 'l'he patronage under which it 
flourishes, is not the smile or the gold of a foreign govern­
ment, but the high dignity and distinction with which classical 
reputation is rewanlcd, in the wide circle of native society. 
'!'hat encouragement lms hitherto been more efficacious in 
producing great scholars, than the patronage of the British 
Government, and fot· many years to come, this is likely to be 
the case." 

Again, if it be asserted that native literature has claims on 
the patronage of the Government, and theu assumed that the 
only way of meeting these claims is to sup·port colleges where 
the study of it may be exclusively prosecuted by numbers of 
the privileged classes of native yout!t ; and if this assertion 
and assumption be held to be correlative, in so much that, 
if the latter is not, the former cannot be ;-then must we, 
while admitting the validity of the assertion, utterly negative 
that of the assumption, 

'l'here are two objects essentially <li,;tinct, the one from the 
other, ,·iz. the patronage of native literature, and the educa­
tion of native youth. These objects, though clearly distin­
guishable, are by no means incompatible. A liberal and patrio­
tic Government may, in certain respects, without inconsistency 
and without collision, extend ils countenance to both. That 
Go\'ernment should decline employing native liternture as the 
primary instrument of imparting knowledge in the education 
of native youth, is no reason why, separately and fur other 
ends, it might not effectually patronise it. 

1'o illustrate what has now been advanced, let us suppose 
that our ancient Scottish liternture has rightful claims on the 
patrnnage of the home government. Well, Sil· Walter Scott 
has collected and published some volumes of border songs 
and ballads; and l\fr. McPherson some volumes of the tra­
ditionary remains of Celtic poetry. Now, might not Go­
vernment legitimately extend its patrouage to our ancient 
liternture, by confening honora1·y titles, or bestowing pecu­
niary largesses on those who devoted their time and theh· 
talents to the work of rescuing from pt·emature decay its 
most curious relics ? But, might nol the same Government 
justly object to the application of any portion of the revenue, 
to the endowment of seminaries on the '!'weed or on the Tay, 
for the purpose of furnishing an education to hundreds of 
)'Ouths, in which the staple a>"ticle consisted exclusively of 
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border legends aml Ossianic tales? So in India. Government 
may deem it expedient, to a certain extent, and fo1· specific 
pnrposes, to patronise native literature; while, for \'ali<l rea­
sons it ought to demur at the support of institutions for the 
c.r:clusive cultivation of it, in the tuition of hundreds of native 
youtlt. Government, in onle1· to cherish and gratify the spirit 
of literary research, may supply the means of publishing cor­
rect editions of standard classical ,vorks; it may encourage 
translations of these into the English language; it may, by 
honorary titles or pecuniary rewards, stimulate resea1·ches into 
the history, the philosophy, the religion, and the antiquities 
of Hindustan. All this the Government may do, and much 
more. To the encouragement of such pnrsnits within mode­
rate limits, even Mr. \Vanl, with all his horror of Hinduism, 
would not object. He, himself, in substance, prnposed that 
a society should be formed eithe1· at Calcutta or London, fo1· 
imprnving onr knowledge of the history, literature, and my­
thology of the Hindus,-that a pantheon should be e1·ected fo1· 
receiving the images of the gods, cut in mai·ble; a museum 
also, to receive all the curiosities of India, and a library to per­
petuate its literature,-that eithe1· individuals should be em­
ployed in translations from the Sanskrit, 01· suitable rewards 
offered for the !,est translation of the most important Hindu 
books. 

Now there is already in existence a Society founded by that 
pdnce of Orientalists, Sir William Jones, in Calcutta, fo1· the 
realization of these very objects. " Let Government, there­
fore," said the friends of genuine education, six 01· even ten 
years ago,-" let Government, ifit will, constitute this vene1·­
able patriarch of all our Litera1·y Institutions, its official Al­
mone1· fo1· dispensing its patronage of Oriental Literntu1·e; 
and let a portion of the public revenue be appropriated to 
this special and conuuendable end.'' For such an ulterior 
al'!'angement Lord \V, Bentinck's enactment paved the way. 
And nought in the Dilhi minute has afforded us g1·eateL' plea­
sure than to learn that the Court of Directors have now made 
" a separate grant for the pnblication of works of inte1·eist in 
the ancient literature of the country to be disbursed thrnugh 
the appropriate channel of the Asiatic Society." 1.'his is as it 
should be. Many and interesting are the purposes to which 
carefully collated and revised editions of such works may be 
subse1·vic11t. If philology uc an object of pursnit ;-where can 
be found the superior of the Sauskrit,-said to be the most 
copious, and certainly the most elaborntely refined of all lan­
guages, living or dead ? If antiquities ;-are there not monu­
mental remains and cavern temples scarcely less stupendous 
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than those of Egypt-and ancient sculptm·es which, if inferior 
in majesty and expression, in richness and variety of ornamen­
tal tracery, almost rival those of Greece ;-and ove1· the design 
aud purport of these what can be expected to thrnw so01e 
glimmerings of light, if not the ancient Indian records of 
sto1·y and of song ? If the intellectual, the moral, and the 
social history of man ;-are there not ample stores of poetic 
effusion and extrno1·dinary legend, with whole masses of sub­
tile speculation and fantastic philosophies and prodigious 
mythologies, exhibiting infinitely varied and unparalleled 
de,·elopments of every pl'inciple of action that has characte­
rized fallen degraded humanity? If an outlet for the exercise 
of philanthropy ;-what field on the Slll'face of the globe can 
be compared to Hindustan, st1·etching from the lndus to the 
Ganges and from the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, in point of 
magnitude and accessibility combined, and peculiarity of claims 
on the sons of Britain-the claims of not less than a hundred 
and thirty millions of fellow-subjects, sunk beneath a load of 
the most debasing superstitious and the cmelest idolatries 
that ever polluted the surface of earth 01· bmtalized the nature 
of man ?-and iu orde1· to reach most effectually the heads 
and the hearts of these multitudes with a ~iew to their im­
provement, what mo1·e necessary than to become acquainted 
with the subject-m~tter or contents of those works which are 
the real and original sources of all theit· p1·evailing systems, 
opinions, and observances, sacred, civil and social ? Thus it is 
that, in the hands of men of supedo1· principle and supel'ior 
enlightenment-the Antiquarian, the Linguist, the Philoso­
pher, the Philanthropist-the stores of Oriental Literature 
may be made to subserve a variety of purposes fraught ,vith 
interest and profit to mankind at large, and especially to the 
people of India. What friend of man, therefo1·e, would not 
l'ejoice in any measure which tended to bring these stores more 
availably within the reach of those who have the wisdom and 
the ,viii to tum them all to theit· legitimate uses ? W dl, then, 
and trnly has your Lordship described the liberality of the 
Hon'ble Court towards the Asiatic Society in this matte1· as a 
manifestation of Legislative munificence which has been "hail­
ed with universal satisfaction." Yea, my Lord, so far am I, 
or the thousands who think with me, from being opposed to the 
cultivation of Oriental LiteratUl'e by qualified persons and for 
useful ends, that we should hail with still greatei· satisfac­
tion, the intelligence that you had consigned the whole lakh 
and a half-now worse than uselessly expended in indoctrinat­
ing the minds of numbers of native youth with e1'1'01·s, and lies 
against the truth of histo,·y, the truth of science, and the truth 
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of God-into the hands of the Asiatic Society. From such a 
fund, that noble Society might maintain at Calcutta, Benares, 
and Dilhi, Colleges of a dozen leamed Pan<lits and Maulavis, 
chosen and appointed 011 account of theil· superior acquire­
ments, for the express pm·pose of bringing to light, collating, 
editing, and publishing authoritative editions of every work 
of note in Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian. From such a fund, 
they might maintain two or three Eurnpean Superintendents 
of eminent scholarship, like H. H. Wilson, or the late Dr. 
'l'ytler or Mr. J. Pl"insep, for the express purpose of being em­
ployed in counselling the nafo·e savans in theil· critical and edi­
torial labours; or in furnishing translations 0l" summaries of 
native worl~s into the English language; 01· in traversing the 
country, with a view to decipher and collect the somewhat 
hieroglyphic inscriptions on the rncks, and columns, and 
ancient edifices of India. Such an application of the funds 
mi"ht well be hailed as conferring an inestimable boon not 
on °lnclia only, but 011 the whole literary, scientific, and 
religious world. 

But, my Lord, there is another and a totally different ob­
ject, which the Indian Government professes to have sincerely 
at heart ; and that is, the education of native youth. For the 
more effective superintendence of its schemes in this most 
important of all departments in the State, the Committee of 
Pnblic Instruction was duly organized. " Let the Govern­
ment, then," said the friends of genuine native education, 
"let the Government, if it will, still continue to repose its 
confidence in this Committee, as the sole depositm·y and dis­
tribntel' of its bounties, in diffusing the blessings of sound 
and useful knowledge throughout the land." Now this was 
precisely one of the leading objects which Lord W. Bentinck's 
enactment so conclusively effected. By this enactment, the 
connection of the membel'S of the Public Instruction Com­
mittee, in their united corporate capacity, with the cause of 
Oriental Literature was wholly severed ; their gregarious wan­
derings into its boundless aud pathless domains were wholly 
arrested ; and their official functions, as its patrons and culti­
vators, wholly suspended. By this enactment, the Committee 
was just recalled to its proper sphere, and restricted to its pro­
per orbit. By this enactment, it was destined to become in 
1·eality what its name trnly impol·ts, a Committee of Public 
Instruction-a Government Committee, not for the rearing of 
an inferior class of native smatterers in Oriental Literature, 
but for the instruction of the youth of India in those branches 
which alone, as constituent parts of healthful tuition, ought evc1· 
to have been employed by an enlightened government in the 
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educational development of the youthful mind, viz., the enno­
bling Literntnre and trne Science of Europe, as contradistin­
guished from the debasing Literatnl'e and false Science of Asia. 
By this enactment, the two gl'eat objects, the patronage of 
Native Literature and the real Education of native youth, 
wel'e designed to be kept, as they should always have been, 
pcl'fcctly distinct. By this enactment, it was determined that 
they should not, as before, be again intermingled-that each 
should be prnsecuted, if prosecuted at all, separntely and apart 
by itself, under its own proper designation-a11d that the grn­
tification of a liternl'y curiosity, 01· the prosecution of learned 
1·esearch, or the official countenance of Ol"iental Liternture, 
however laudable, should never again be confounded with po­
pular education; that is, with one of the most effective means 
of removing the intellectual, moral, and social degradation of 
a mighty people, by the replenishment of the national mind 
from the exhaustless rese1·voir of all-comprehending trnth. 
What friend of India ought not to 1·ejoice in the provisions of an 
enactment purposely designed to issue in so noble a consum­
mation? And in prnportion to our joy, must be our unfeigned 
sorrow in the contemplation of that fatal resolution, by which 
all this has been defeated, reversed, and undone! How must 
your Lol'dship's Act of restoration-that act by which the ope­
ration of printing Oriental wo1·ks,ftoin education funds, is to 
he begun anew; and the decree has been passed for the re-esta­
blisl,ment of Oriental Literature, as the main if not etcclusive 
commodity in the education of thousands of native youth, wlto 
are t!tus armed with augmented power to perpetuate the reign 
of erro1· and superstition,--:--how must such an act tend to revive 
in the bl'easts of Ol'ientalists the old fond delusion by which 
Native Literature and Native Education became inextricably 
interblende<l-aud the promotion of the one was hel<l to be 
equivalent to the advancement of the other ! Yea, how must 
such an act, at the pl'esent time and in pl'esent circumstances, 
1·evive the delusion with redoubled enel'gy ; inasmuch as it 
tends to excite the peculiar enthusiasm that ever springs 
from the 1·ec011quest of a once lost but now recove1·ed terri­
tory! Rest assured, my Lord, that when the accumulating 
fol'ce of public opinion in Britain shall compel some futul'e 
Governor Genernl to rescind your Lol'dship's ill-fated act, 
it will be found that your Lordship has now prepal'ed mate­
l"ials out of which the whole mournful trngedy of clamoul's 
about "injustice to the rightful claims of O1·iental Literature," 
and "acts of extermination against it," and "the sway of 
gothic barbarism," must be enacted over again. Then, too, 
will it be found, that, in the meanwhile, by so causelessly 
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throwing down the gauntlet, your Lordship's Minute, instead 
of putting and end to " our Education Controversies," has just 
served to evoke a spirit of righteous indignation, whose fear­
less freedom, in the cause of God and man, must soon prove 
that the real battle is only beginning to be rebegun,-with this 
notable difference, that the principal scene of warfare may 
henceforward be transferred from the· limited locality of an 
Indian province, to the mightier stage of Imperial Britain ? 

Leaving, fol' the present, this hostile theme, most gladly do 
I pass on to anothe1· more genial to my own mind, and more 
creditable to your Lordship's genius and sagacity as a states­
man. Overlooking all subordinate though important questions 
as to mode and manner and practical details, the two great 
generic and positive measures of your Lordship's Minute 
are ;-1 st. The determination, as regards the use of Oriental 
Literature in the education of the privileged classes of native 
youth, to restore all that your noble predecesso1· had with so 
much of sound wisdom and benevolent feeling resolved to abo­
lish :-2nd. The determination, as regards the introduction of 
European Literature and Science through tlte medium of the 
English language, to ttphold with augmented efficiency all that 
your noble predecessor had with such generous and enlightened 
policy resolved to establish. The former of these measures I 
have, from the honest conv1ctions of my own understanding 
and conscience, and with the fearless freedom of a Christian 
man and a British subject, earnestly reprnbated. The latter 
of these measures, I am, in like manner, prepared, if need be, 
as conscientiously and fearlessly to vindicate in the face of any 
mustering array of opposition. And I do now, in my own 
name and that of hund1·eds in India and of tens of thousands 
in Great Britain, who have the cause of native imprnvement 
seriously at heart, tender the most unfeigned thanks to your 
Lordship for a decision not less distinguished for its wise 
statesmanship than for its capability of being converted into 
a fertile som·ce of blessings to India. 

But this subject, as your Lordship's Minute very distinctly 
indicates, does not and cannot stand by itself. It does not 
and cannot maintain an attitude of isolation away from the 
joint coufedei-acy of other educational powers. It neither 
can nor ought to be separated or viewed apa1·t from those 
varied measures, the combination and aggregate of which 
constitute a complete system of national education, any more 
than the key-stone can or ought to be separated and view­
ed apart from the other arch-stones, columns, and cornices, 
the combination and aggregate of which constitute a coin-
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plete biidge. Intelligibly to discuss all these allied and 
inte1·blendecl topics, would be to entel' into no bl'ief elucida­
tion of genernl principles, and to furnish no meagre catalogue 
of statistical and othe1· details,-in other words, would be to 
compose a voluminous dissertation on the wide and all-absorb­
ing theme of national education. Such an attempt is of com·se 
wholly out of the question in a letter like the present, even if 
the authol' felt himself vastly more competent than he does, 
for so grand and momentous a task,-a task, compared to the 
full and adequate execution of ,vhich, the solution of the cele-
brated "problem of the th1·ee bodies," which for ages puzzled 
the brains of the g1·eatest mathematicians, were a jest,-a task, 
the unravelling of all whose apparently inextricable complex­
ities, and the sounding of all whose apparently unfathomable 
depths, and the adjusting of all whose apparently ii'l'econcil­
able i11terests, would strain the noblest ene1·gies of the bright­
est genius-consecrated though these might be by the incense 
of del'Outest piety, and enriched by the spoils of all experience, 
itnd stimulated by the fil'e of the purest, most disinterested, 
most Catholic philanthl'Opy. 

At present, therefo1·e, it is not possible to do more than 
simply to advert to one 01· t\vo leading points; and that chiefly 
with the vie,v of obviating, if possible, certain p1·evaleut mis­
apprehensions regarding tht-m. Y om Lordship has very pl'O­
perly remarked, "that a scheme of general instruction can 
only be perfect, as it comprehends a regularly progressive 
provision for higher tuition ;-that in the European states 
where such systems have been recently extensively matured, 
this principle is unfrersally observed-there being a complete 
series of Universities in great towns, of Academies in provin­
cial divisions, and of small local schools, all connected in a 
combined plan of instrnction." 1'his is a cofl'ect statement of 
the g1·aclation of educational seminaries, essential to a com­
plete system ;-the local, village, or small urban schools em­
bi-acing " primary instruction" of differeut grades for the 
mass of the people ;-the Academies, grammar schools, bm·­
gher schools, or gymnasia, embracing "secondary instruc­
tion'' of different grades, for the middle, or more 1·espectable 
manufacturing, trading, 01· agricultural classes-instmction, 
which itself may amount to a liberal education, and include 
all that such classes may require ; or which may prove prepar­
ato1·y to the morn advanced requirements of the leamed pro­
fessions ;-the Universities, embracing" higher instruction," 
of different grades, for the highest classes of society, as ,vell as 
for all who make literature, philosophy, science, or theology 
a professional study. It is true also, that, in P,·ussia, F1·ance, 
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and othe1· continental kingdoms, the perfect organization of 
such connected parts in "a combined plan of instruction" is a 
matter of recent date. But it is not less true that in other mOl'e 
highly favored lands such organization is not of recent grn,vth 
-that nearly as complete an organization of" connected pa1·ts 
in a combined plan of instruction," was perfected and framed 
in Scotland about tltree ltundred years ago /-having been for­
mally presented in 1560 "to the great Councell of Scotland 
now admitted to the regiment, by the providence of God, and 
by the common consent of the Estates thereof,'' and persever­
ingly pressed upon a reluctant parliament and a mercenary 
nobility till its main provisions ,vere ultimately adopted and 
ratified,-though never in the perfect integrity of the great, 
wise, and all-comprehensive original plan. And by whom was a 
scheme so noble-a scheme, so greatly in advance of the gene­
ral spirit and intelligence of the age-a scheme, so singulal'ly 
anticipative of those measmes which, after nearly three cen­
turies of reformation and civilization, have earned for certain 
Eurnpean nations, not so much the praise of enlightened 
policy, as the renown of actual invention and discovery, in 
the department of Educational Economics? Surely it must 
have been the product of the joint wisdom of far seeing states­
men and politicians !-those men of clear heads, kind hearts, 
and liberal principles, from whom alone has ever issued any 
measure of large and comprehensive policy !-Alas for the 
oracle which has lately opened its vacant mouth wider than 
usual-challenging us to forgive its flippancy and obstinacy 
in sheer pity of its sage-like ignorance !-The very men who 
opposed and resisted this ever-memorable scheme of univer­
sal national education were the leading statesmen and poli­
ticians of the realm ! \Vho then were they, who could have 
heen its authors? "Whoever they migltt be," replies the 
oracle, "it is impossible that they could have been ecclesiastics 
-since these, by education, creed, and habit, are sectarian and 
bigotted-and all history proves that from them no scheme 
of comprehensive policy has ever emanated." Alas! again, 
for the posthumous fame of the expiring oracle ;-whoever 
desires to see the scheme with his own eyes-a scheme of 
which Scotland has greater reason to be proud (if pride in 
any circumstances be lawful) than of all the laurels which 
she bath earned in the domains of literature 01· philosophy, 
of peaceful industry or patriotic wa1·-he has only to open 
"the fast book of the policy and discipline" of the church 
of Scotland, where the scheme was primarily propounded, and 
the propriety or even necessity of its adoption by the estates 
of the realm urgently and eloquently enforced !-and to 
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reach the climax of amazement he has only fmther to turn 
over to the title page, and the1·e he will find it notified, that the 
whole ,vas " drawn up by M1·. John Win ram, l\fr. John Spot­
tiswood, John \Villocl<, M1·. John Douglasse, Mr. John Row, 
and Joltn Knox," the g1·eat-the leading ecclesiastics of the 
nation! 

Having settled that, in order to a complete system of Na­
tional Education, three kinds of seminal'ies in India as else­
where-Schools, Academies, and Colleges-generically clis­
tinct, though of different powers for varying degrees of pri­
mary, secon<lm·y, and higher instruction-are indispensable ;­
there are t,vo or tluee fundamental questions which we are 
called on, in limine, to cletem1ine. I st. ·what a1·e to be the sub­
jects taught in these institutions respectively? 2nd. Through 
what lingual media.are these to be conveyed. 3rd. Are the 
whole to be attempted universally and simultaneously ?-if 
not, on which descl'iption of them should our efforts be mainly 
concentred and our resources mainly expended? 

I st. What subjects ought to be taught in the different 
-grades of Institutions? Anxious to do justice to whatever is 
really good in you1· Lordship's Minute, I shall, at this stage 
of my remarks, forego the consideration of the subject of 
,·eligion altogether, as it finds no place in your scheme of 
National Education; though I must at once candidly con­
fess that to devise and establish a national system of education 
without religion, seems to my mind much the same as to turn 
a majestic vessel fairly adrift on the wide ocean without a helm, 
or to project a planetary system into the dark void of space 
without a sun! l\Ieanwhile, howe,·er, waving that all-impor­
tant point, I proceed to remark that, as regards the subJects to 
be taught, there is one principle which surely ought inflexibly 
to regulate all our plans fo1· improved education, viz. that on 
every subject it is our duty to convey the known and acknow­
ledged truth; and nevei· any known or acknowledged error, as 
trutlt, or instead of truth. Unde1· the guidance of such a 
governing-such an ameliorating principle,-our books fo1· 
elementary or primary school,, would substantially he the 
same as those employed in the best primm·y schools in Europe 
-including also extracts of such passages from Oriental 
,vorks as 111ight prove, at least harmless and unobjectionable. 
And smely 110 friend of India ought tu un<lerrnlue the boon 
conferred by the intrnduction of such an improved series of ele­
mentary class books, even were 110 other goo<l to accrne than 
the general supercession of those revolting Purnnic legends and 
mythological tales which at present constitute lhe principal 
aliment of the youthful mind in the indigenous schools. This 
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I understand to be your Lo1·dship's meaning and design from 
the observation that, in our common" district schools, we can 
draw little, if any aid, from existing native literature-that 
the books used in them should not only be cor1·ect and elegant 
in style, but should be tltemselves of the most useful descrip­
tion-and that the desire fo1· the new ideas and info1·mation 
,vhich will be imparted at them must be among the chief 
inducements to attendance." If this be the meaning and 
design, so fa1· as it goes, the object is worthy of all commend­
ation. The secondary or middle schools, or zillah station 
Academies, being partly perfective and tenninative of the 
course of primary instrnction, and partly preparatory to the 
highe1· curriculum of the Colleges, the subjects taught must 
of necessity assume the fonn and complexion of those mate­
rials which compose the extremes. \-Vhat then should be 
taught in the Colleges, or " Semi11a1·ies of highest learning," 
as the alone subjects of "an advanced and thorough educa­
tion?" To this yum· Lor<lship replies, in a tone of authority 
which is refreshing amid the quivering ballancings of othe1· 
opinions, that it should be "a complete Education in l!.:uropean 
Literature, Philosophy, and Science." Here at last, you1· 
Lordship has succeeded in planting yom· foot on a rock which 
neithe1· the storms of controversy nor the floo<ls of Orien­
talism will be able to shake. This was the clea1·-sighted reso­
lution of yolll' intrepid predecesso1·, and in simply confirming 
it a uobler plume has been added to yom· garland of honours 
than the lamel wreath of the conquest of Affghanistan. 

2nd. The subjects to be taught being thus, i11 a general 
way, determined, the next grand question is, Thrnugh what 
lingual media are these to be communicated ? Here too, 
you1· Lor<lship's judgment is thorougltly orthodox. lndeed,­
apart from the admirably exp1·essed caveat against O\'e1·-san­
gui11e expectations, and the equally admirnble statement of 
some of the causes of partial 01· temporary failure ine\·itably 
incident to a new, untried, and arduous though glorious en­
terprise,-this is the section of the Dilhi Minute which 
reflects the greatest credit on your Lordship's sagacity, as a 
statesman and e<lucationist. For the entire mass of elementary 
01· pi·imary schools, the media of instruction ought, beyond 
all debate, to be the vernaculal' languages or dialects of the 
different prorinces. For the highest seminaries or colleges, 
the medium of instruction ought as demonstrnuly to be what 
Lord Bentiuck decreed and Lord Auckland has ratified, viz. 
the English language. Fo1· the secondary schools or zillah 
Aca<lemies, that part of the studies which is completi\·e of 
primary instruction in the case of those of the middle classes 
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who proceed no farther, shoul<l certainly he conducted 
through the medium of the vel'llaculars ;-ll'hile a vigorous 
department should be opened in each for the study of Eng­
lish in the case of those who are candidates for promotion to 
the Collegiate Institutions. 

The media of instruction have called forth more discussion 
and li!d to far greater misconceptions than the subjects of 
instruction. The latte1· were ori/,!:inally decided by the Go­
vel'llment Committee to be chiefly, if not wholly, Oriental. 
But the rebuke administered so fa1· back as 1824 by the 
Court of Directm·s tended to assuage the Ol'iento-mania. 
" The great end," wrote the Hon'ble Court, "should not 
have been to teach Hindu learning or Muhammadan learn­
ing, but useful learning. In establishing seminaries fo1· the 
pUl'pose of teaching mere Hindu or Mt1hammada11 Liternture, 
you bound yom·selves to teach a great deal of what was frivo­
lous, not a little of what was purely mischievous, and a small 
remainder indeed in whicl, any utility was concerned I" 
Then followed the striking memol'ial on the late celebrated 
Rajah Ram Mohun Roy-one of the profoundest Oriental 
scholars of the age. It is in the form of a solemn remon­
strance against the establishment of the Sanskrit College of 
Calcutta-and was characterized by Bishup Heber at the 
time for "its good English, good sense, and fo1·cible argu­
ments.'' In the course of his protest he thus proceeds :­
" This Semi11a1·y" (Sanskrit College) " can only be expected 
to load the minds of youth with grammatical niceties and 
metaphysical distinctions of little 01· no practical use to the 
possessors or to Society. The pupils will there acquire 
what was known two thousand years ago, with the addition 
of vain and empty subtilties since produced by speculative 
men. The Sanskrit language, so difficult that almost a life­
time is necessary for its acquisition, is well known to have 
been for ages a lamentable check on the diffusion of know­
ledge; and the learning concealed under this almost imper­
vious veil is far from sufficient to reward the labom of ac­
quiring it. No impl'Ovement can be expected from inducing 
young men to consume a dozen of years of the mo~t valuable 
period of their lives in acquiring the niceties of Byakarnn or 
San;,kdt Grnmmar. For instance, in learning to discuss such 
points as the following ;-Bhad, signifying to eat; Bltaduti, 
he or she 01· it eats; query, whethe1· does Bltaduti, taken as a 
whole, convey the meaning, he, she or it cats ; or are sepa­
rate parts of this meaning conveyed by distinctions of the 
words ? As if in the English language, it were asked, how 
much meaning is there in the eat; how much in the a? And 
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is the whole meaning of the word conveyed by these two 
portions of it distinctly, or by them taken jointly? Neither 
can much improvement arise from such speculations as the 
following, which are the themes suggested by the Vedant :­
In what manne1· is the soul absorbed into the deity ? What 
relation does it beat· to the divine essence ? N 01· will youths 
be fitted to be better members of Society by the Vedantic 
doctl'i11es, ,vhich teach them to believe that all visible things 
l1a\·e no real t>xistence ; that as fathe1·, brnther, &c. have no 
actual entity, they consequently deserve no real affection, and 
therefore the soone1· we escape from them and leave the 
world the better. Again, no essential benefit can be derived 
by the student of the Mimangsa, from knowing what it is 
which makes the kille1· of a goat sinless on pronouncing cer­
tain passages of the Vedant, and what is the real nature and 
operative inftueuce of certain passages of the Vedas, &c. ? 
The student of the Nynya shastra cannot be said to have 
improved his mind afte1· he h::s learned from it into how 
ma11y ideal classes the ohjects in the u11h·erse are divided, 
and \\"hat speculati\·e relation the soul bears to the body, the 
body to the soul, the eye to the ear, &c. If it l:ad been 
intended to keep the British nation in ig11orance of real 
knowledge, the Baconia11 philosophy would not ham been 
allowed to displace the system of the schoolmen, which was 
the best cak11lated to perpetuate ignora11ce. In the same 
ma11ne1· the Sanskrit system of education would be the best 
calculated to keep this country in darkness, if such had been 
the policy of the British Legislature. But as the imprnve­
ment of the native population is the ohjert of the government, 
it will consequently promote a more liberal and enlightened 
system of instruction ; e111braci11g mathematics, naturnl phi­
losophy, chemistry, anatomy, with other useful sciences," &c. 
&c. Aroused by such u11ited expostulations 011 the part of 
the Court of Directors, and of an influential Hin<ln, who was 
himstlf a brahman, a man of learning and varied accomplish­
ments, and who as a native coul<l uot be unduly prejudiced 
against the hereditary literature of his fathers-I he Committee 
of Public Instruction resolved, through the 111edi11m of trans­
lated fra1;me11ts and the instrnmenlality of learned Mau­
lavi!:: and Pandit.:, to graft a few scions from the European, on 
the Oriental stock. But the futility of the attempt to make 
a sickly exotic " imperfect graft of the tree of kuowleclge on 
a tru11k, the heterol-{eneity of which, would not admit of its 
fl_ou~·ishi11g upon_ it," !nstead of planting "a young and flou­
rish111g tree, wl11ch might shoot out and spread its brnnches 
far aud wide, while the trnuk of the old system would be left 
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to a naturnl and nrglected decay,"-the worse than futility 
of the project to secul'e the insertion of such grafts thrnugh 
the agency of labourel's of the old school, whose pri<le and 
reputation, self-intel'est and inveterate pl'eju<lices wel'e all 
m:m;halled in hostile arrny against the new and improved 
system of educational husbandry,-the utter dementedness 
of all this gradually became too conspicuous to be concealed. 
Hence the g1·and struggle which tel'minated in the enactment 
of the 7th Mal'ch, 1835, in favour of European Literature and 
Science, tl11·ou_gh the medium of the English language. But, 
this enactment had something more to recommend it than 
the hopeless haplrss failul'e of the opposite system. Again 
and again was it shewn, usque ad nauseam, ho1v,-in eve1·y 
rrconle<l instance in which an improHd literntu1·e became 
one of the inst\'uments of civilization to a less enlightened 
people-as when Athens, " the eye of Greece," became light 
to Rome, the mistress of the world-when the wisdom of 
he1· sages, melluwing the strong heads and rough hea\'ts of the 
Saracenic hosts, convel'ted Damascus the capital of conquest 
into Bagdad the principal seat of lettel's-when, amid the gloom 
of the dark ages, the Arabic fount of learning over-flowed, to 
fertilize the barren regions of Grenada and the W cstern 
,vol'i<l-and when the revival of ancient lettel's in Italy slirred 
up the heal't of Europe, and prepal'ed it fo1· the ont-lmrsting 
of a mighty cataract of reformation ;-how, in all these and 
similal' minor epochs of movement and advance in the gene­
rnl progress of society, it was by a dil'ect acquaintance with 
the world of new ideas, through that medium of language in 
which thry were ol'iginally moulded, fashioned, and embodied, 
that the l'efol'ming i111pnlse was communicated,-and how this 
impulse \'aried in iutem-ity and permanence, in proportion as 
that direct acquai11tance was more OI' less profo1111d. So that 
never did the Hon'ble Coul't exp1·ess a s011nde1· opinion than 
when it wrote, " that the higher tone a11d bette1· spidt of I<:u­
ropean Literature can produce thei1· full effect only on those 
who become familia1· with them in the original languages." 
And never has a Go1·erno1· General reflected gl'eate1· credit on 
himself than when he proclaims to the wol'id his " entire 
concurrence" in that opinion-adding, as the soundest of all 
inferences, that he would, therefore, " make it his principal 
aim to communicate, through the means of the English lan­
guage, a complete education in European Lite1·atme, Philoso­
phy, and Scie11ce, to the greatest numbe1· of students who may 
be found ready to accept it at our hands.'' 

In thus allotting to the English language its proper position 
in the firmament of reviving letters in India, what misconcep-
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tions ha,·e ai-isen, what mis1·ep1·csentalions hare been for~ed ! 
" llehol<l," exclaim the 01·ient sages, " behold these Auglo­
maniacs ;-how they propose to supplant all the native dialects, 
an<l force the tongues of a hu nd1·e<l an<l thirty millions of Asiatics 
to vibrate with nought but the accents of English foreigners ! 
What a chimera ! \Vhat an Utopi,ln vision !" Yea, vel'ily :­
but the chime1·a and the Utopianism belong not to the friends 
of English education. They are only the shapeless phantoms 
which have sprung, by spontaneous combustion, from the 
plu·enzie<l and excited imaginations of its foes. Our uniform 
and consistent statement has eve1· been, that, while the verna­
culars must form the sole media of' instruction to the great 
mas., of the people of India, the English language is the most 
powajitl instrument, for rapidly and largely transferring the 
higher Literature and Science of Eul'Ope into the minds of the 
select few, who, by their ltighe1· qualifications, are destined 
to exert a commanding influence over the ordinary many. 
Never have we even said-though much might be said, and 
said to good purpose too-that, abstractedly consi<le1·cd, the 
English language is the best and most perfect instrument for 
effecting even tltis limited end; and neve1· have we said that it 
should be permanently so employed. 

As to t!te medium of higher or collegiate instruction, om· 
representation has always been the following. Before us 
there is a tltree~fold choice:- l st. The vernacular dialects of 
India, ,vhich differ from each othe1· as much, and many of them 
a great deal more, than French, Italian, Spanish, and P01·tu­
guese from each othe1·. 2nd. The learned languages of India, 
Sanskrit and Arabic. 3rd. 'l'he English language. The first 
of these, 01· the vernacular dialects, have been declared to be 
inadequate e,·en by the Orientalists themselves. One of the 
greatest of them, H. H. Wilson, Esq. whose opinion in such 
matters is hel<l by many as altogcthe1· infallible, has recorded 
it as his verdict, that they are " utterly incapable of repre­
senting Eurnpean ideas; they have no words wherewith to 
express them." But even if they had, they have no works­
no books-embodying the treasures of higher and imprnved 
knowledge. N 01· is there the remotest prospect of possessing 
these, in sufficient quantity, either in the form of original 
composition or translation, for generations yet to come. By 
common consent, then, the choice lay between the learned 
languages, Sanskrit and Arabic, on the one han<l, and English 
on the other. But what, it has been asked, What ! hesitate 
fo1· a mo~uent between indigenous languages and a foreign 
tongue, viewed as media fo1· the impartation of kuowled"e? 
'l'he question seems plausible, but is based on a traospar~nt 
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fallacy. If Arabic and Sanskl'it were living .~poken languages 
thl'Oughout India, we confess thc1·e 111iglit he some slight room 
for momentary hesitation. But this is not the case. These 
a1·e no more living spoken languages in India thau Greek and 
Latin are, in our day, in Western Eurnpe. They are, in the 
strictest sense of the term, dead langua,qes; and, as such, 
quite as much unknown to the vast majority of the people of 
India, as any foreign tongue that can be 11amed. 'l'he subject 
is thus placed in a totally differeut light from that in which 
zealous Orientalists usually present it. 'l'his only accurnte 
,·iew of it pro,·es to us that the choice lay, not between two 
living spoken languages and a.foreign tongue, but between two 
dead languages and a foreign tongue ;-that is, the choice 
actually lay, between two unknown eastern languages, and an 
unknown western language. The time and labor demanded of 
a native of India, whose vernacula1· tongue is the spoken dia­
lect of his province, for mastering the jormer will be equal to, 
if not greater than, the time aucl labom· required for the latter. 
In the case of Sauskrit, both time and labour will be prodigi­
ously greate1·, For this we have the highest possible autho­
rity, even that of the accomplii;hed scholar, the late Rajah 
Ram Mohun Roy :-" The Sanskrit language,'' says he, in the 
memorial already quoted, "is so difficult that almost a life­
time is necessary for its acquisition ;'' whereas, almost a 
titlte of an ordinm·y lifetime is in genernl sufficient to en­
able an intelligent native youth to maste1· the English, But 
even supposing that the time and labolll', in both cases, we1·e 
the same, we should have still to ask, Which of the two, when 
once acquired, ,vould answer the destined purpose best? That 
is, which of the two would form the most valuable instrument 
for the impartation of the enlightened liternture and science 
of Europe? Here, at least, we need not pause for a reply. 
Let the native youth spend his time and strength in surmount­
ing the difficulties of Sanskrit, and what amount of imprnved 
Eurnpean knowledge will it convey to him? Only a few scraps 
and fragments, which appear drooping like sickly exotics in a 
foreign and ungenial soil. But let hi111 expend only a fraction 
of the same time and toil in acquiring English, and is he not 
at once p1·esented with the very key of knowledge-all the 
,·eally useful knowledge which the world contains? Who then, 
will hesitate in affirming that, in the meantime and in pre­
sent circumstances, Lord W. Bentinck decided wisely in ap­
pointing the English language, as the medium of communi­
cating the higher branches of English Literature and Science 
to the select youth of India? Aud who will venture to say 
that my Lord Auckland has acted with less wisdom in extend-
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ing his guarnntee to the continuance of English, as the medi­
um of ltiglter instruction, until the living ~pol(en dii\lects of 
India become enriched by the copious infusion of exp1·essi,·e 
tern1s-the signs and symbols of new and improved ideas­
and thereby ripened for the formation of a new and impl'Oved 
National Literature* ? 

., Another important view of this measure is that which arises from the sound­
ness of its polic_l/, The vast influence of language in mouklin11; national feelings 
a11d habits, more especially if fraul.\ht with superior stores of knowledge, is too 
little attended to, and l'lo inadequately understood. In this respect we are in the 
rear of nations, some of which we are apt to despise as semi-barbarous. When 
the Romans conquerecl a province, they forthwith set themselves to the task of 
"Romanizinµ," it; that is, they strove to create a taste for their own more 
refinecl lan~uage and literature, and thereby aimecl at turning the son!!, ancl the 
romance, and the history-the thought, un,I the feeling, am! fancy of the subju­
gated people, into Roman channels, which fed and au~rnented Roman inter­
ests. And has Rome not su('ceeded? llas she not saturatecl every vernacular 
di11lect with which she c.ame in contact, with terms copiously druwn from her 
own ! Has she not thus perpetuated for a~es, after her sceptre moulders in the 
dust, the maf:liC influence of her chara<"ler and name? llas she not stamped the 
impress of her own ~euius on the literature and the laws of almost every Euro­
pean kin~dom, with a fixec.lness that has remained unchan~ed up to the present 
hou1·? And who can tell to what extent the stren~th and perpetuity of the Arabic 
domination is indebted to the Caliph \V ahd, who isssed the celt'\:,rated decree, 
that the language of the Kornn should be " the universal language of the 
l\luhamrnaclan world, so 1haL from the Iuc.lian Archipelago to Porlnflal, it actn­
olly became the lan~ua:;e of religion, of literatnre, ol ~overnment, and generally 
of common life?'' And who can estimate the extent of influence exerted in 
India by the famous edict of Akbar,-the greatest ancl the wisest far of the sove­
rei~ns of the House of Timur? Of this edict, a functionary of the British 
Government remarked, about ten years ago : " The great Akbar established the 
Persian lan;:ua~e as the lan~uage of business and of polite literatnre throughout 
his extensive dominion~, and the popular tongue naturally became deeply 
impregnated with it, The literature and the lan~uage of the country th11s be­
came identified witl1 the genius of this dynasty ; and this has te1HJed more than 
any thing else lo produce a kind of intuitive reneration for the family, which 
has long survived eren tl,e destruction of their power; and this feeling will 
continue to exist until we substitute the En:;li,h language for the Persian, 
which will dissolve the spell, :,nd direct the ideas aud the sympathies of the 
natives tO\'itUds their present rulers.'' 

The " until," which tcn years' ago pointed so doublfully lo the future, was 
sooner than could then hav~ been anticipated, con,·erted into an e>"ent of past 
history. And lo Lord \V. 13entinck belonged the honour of this noble achiev­
ment. lie it was wl,o first resolved lo snper,ede the Persian, in the political 
department of the public service, by the substitution of the English, and laid 
the foundation for its becoming the language of record and correspon<lence in 
e,·ery other department, financial and judicial, as well as political. llaving 
thus by one net crealecl a necessity, and consequently, on increased and yearly 
incre,1sing- demand for En:;lish, he next consummated the great design by super­
addin).( the cc.lucation enactment of the 7th March 1835, which tended to pro­
vide the requisite means for supplying the dt'mand that had been previously 
created. And these united ucts did and do bid fair to out-rival, in import­
ance, all tl,e edicts of the Ho1n11n, the Arabic, ond the Mogul conquerors, inas­
much as the English langua~e is infinitely more fraught wiLh the seeds of truth 
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3rd, The third question proposed was, Whether the differ­
ent grades of institutions, essential to a complctt' system of 
National Education, ought to be attempted universally and 
simultaneously ?-and if not, on which description of them 
should ou1· efforts be mainly concenti·ed and our resources 
mainly expended ? On this wide theme my contracted limits 
will not pennit 111e so tHuch as to enter. One or two general 
remarks must therefore suffice. If there were adequate pecu­
niary resources and human agency, what phila11thropist would 
not insist on the whole being commenced at once and every 
where? Hitherto, howerer, neither resources nm· agency can 
be said to be, in the remotest degree, commensurate with the 
vastness of the undertaking. It is this which has really divid­
ed the sentiments of many of the best friends of India. The 
available means being utterly inadequate to the efficient ad­
vancement of all the different grades of instruction e\·en in 
limited loealities, indiriduals and societies ha,·e been dri,·en 
to the necessity of choosing one 01· othe1· of these grades, as the 
special objeet of their patron11ge and support. Hence some 
have been all for elementary instructio11, and others all for 
higher instmction-a1, the best and most effective mean of 
promoting the same ultimate end, viz. the general enlighten­
ment of the people-a::cording to theii· varying jndgments of 
the nature and tendency and power of these diverse l<inds of in­
strnction, viewed as instrnments of intellectual and moral rege­
neralion. But which of these parties, if the means were within 
thei1· reach, would not prefer having t!1e whole, rather than a 
part? From a review of the present state of India, the lessons 
of past experience, and the history of all great national awak­
enings, I have never scrupled to avow my conviction, tliat, so 
far as education is concerned, if our resources in men and money 
be necessarily circu111seribed, it is the part of sound wisdom 
not to expend these resources in spreading a thin volatile 
skim of mere elementary instructionism ove1· the surface of a 
society that is corrn pt to the very core; but rather, in inc1·eas­
ing the density and volume of om· instrnction, and restricting 
it to a narrower sphere and a more select number, with the 

in e,·ery province_of literature, science, nncl religion, than the languages of Italy, 
Arabia, or Persia, ever were. Hence it is that we ,·enture lo hazard the opi­
nion, that Loni W. Bentinck's double act for the encouragement and diffusion 
of lhe English language and English Literature in the East, confirmed as it has 
now been by Lord Auckland, will, long after cotemporaneous party interests, 
and individual jealousies, and ephemeral rivalries have sunk into oblivion, he 
hailed by a grateful and benenltP.d posterity as tlie grandest master-stroke ef 
,ound policy that has yet characterized the administration of the British Govern­
ment in lnrlie. 



3jG Lord Auckla11d's llli,udt: o,i Nutii-e Ecfocatio,i. [JUNE, 

distinct l'iew, however, of ultimately and more speedily rcach­
in~ the torpid and ignorant many, through the in~trnmentality 
of the awakened and enligltlened few. This is substantially 
the scheme which yom Lor<lship has ach·ocated. And on one 
supposition, and one alone, may it be held to be substantially 
right, viz. that tlte educatio11al resources of Government can­
not possibly be increased beyond the present amount-tltere 
being some plainly insuperable obstacle in the way of such in­
crease. This once granted, yom· Lordship's position is on 
the whole impregnable ; this not granted, you1· Lordship's 
position is no more unassailable than a rnmpart of straw 
before an invasion of fire. But who can grant such a posi­
tion? \Vho can admit the existence of such insuperable 
obstv.cle-such physical impossibility? Who can allow that 
in the Presidency of Bengal, with its revenue of thirteen 
millions, the paltry yearly pittance of twenty-four thou­
sand, is all which it ought to yield to the first and great­
est of national objects-the general education of the peo­
ple ? Who would stake the residuum of c1·edit, which may 
often belong to a bankrnpt character, on the disti·ibutive 
justice of the award, that less than one five-hundreth part 
of the revenue of an empire is a fitting proportion to be la­
vished in conferring the chiefest boon of ci\'ilization on the 
millions who, with the s,veat of thei1· brow and the labour of 
their hands, contl'ibute that revenue ? As things are at pl'e­
sent constituted, money, money is the sinews of the machi­
nery of moral uot less than of physical warfare. Why then 
should the Indian Gorernment not supply more adequate 
means, and thus raise on the plains of Asia, one monument of 
wise and enlightened statesmanship-more precious than whole 
piles of " barbaric pearl and gold," and more lasting fa1· than 
all fabrics of " mal'ble 01· of brass ?" The amiable author of 
a recent " treatise on popular education in Incl;a'' suggests 
that-as the Gorernment have, within the last few years, 
"constituted a road fund throughout the North Western Pro­
,·inces, by a subscription of one pe1· cent. on the revenue on 
the pal't of the revenue payers, which exempts them from ever 
being called on for labourers fot· the repai1· of the high roads, 
and the full benefit of which is secured to the payers, by a 
rule, that allows of no appropriation of them for works beyond 
the p1·ecincts of the districts in which they are collected'' -
so, might a permanent education fund be established~ propor­
tionate to the wealth and population of each province, by 
"the surre11de1· in return of one per cent. of the re\·enue on 
the part of the revenue receivers, fo1· educational purposes." 
"' ell might such a sum, or one-hundredth part of theii· im-
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mense revenue, be pronounced the very minimum amount that 
India-sunk, depressed, benighted India-has a right to 
expect 01· demand from her rnlers, for securing one main in­
gredient of the panace,i of her intellectual, mornl, and social, 
01ala<lies? 

You write, my Lord, and you write well about the desh·able­
ness and necessity of providing elementa1·y and othe1· class 
books as pl'eparato1·y to more extended instruction ; but de­
pend upon it, that, without supplying more enlarged means, 
all that has been written 01· recommended on this head must 
evapornte into airy bubbles-promises wit/tout fulfilment-re­
solves without execution. You are also said to have given 
expression to the noble sentiment, that you "would rathe1• 
conquer the jungle with the plough, plant villages where tigers 
have possession, and spread commerce and navigation upon 
waters which have hitherto beeu ba1Ten, than take one inch 
of territory from you1· neighbours, 01· sanction the march of 
armies, or the acquisition of kingdoms." But has it not oc• 
curred to you, that, while the great mass of the people lie 
steeped in the very slough of ignorance and supel'Stition, slug­
gish apathy and intrnctable prejudice, such a glowing mani­
festo of your sentiments and wishes must remain but a gorge­
ous vision, as barren as the jungles to be ploughed, or the 
waters to be navigated ? And has it not fo1·ced itself upon you, 
in you1· meditative and forecasting moods, that one of the 
most effective ways of turning the bright vision into actual 
realization is, to send the schoolmaster every whe1·e abroad, to 
scatte1· with no niggardly hand those seeds of ne,v principles 
and ideas, which are the awakeners of latent energies, the 
heralds of coming change, and the p1·ecursors of a harvest 
of unh·ersal impro,•ement? Often have we admi1·ed the bold­
ness of the conception of a celebrated statesman, who, when 
taunted, on occasion of the last invasion of Spain by France, 
as to the diminution of British influence and the declension of 
British interests in the counsels of Europe, ,vhich that event 
seemed to indicate, rose up in the British Senate, and in sub­
stance macle the magnificent reply:-" While others were tor­
tming thei1· minds on account of the supposed distu1·bance of 
the equilibrium of powe1· among the European states, I looked 
at the possession~ of Spain on the other sitle of the Atlantic; I 
looked at the Indies; and I called in the new ,vorld to redress 
the balance of the old." What is the1·e, my Lord, to prevent 
you from attempting to emulate, in a much higher and nobler 
sense, the magnanimous spirit of this 1·eply? The power of 
calling forth adequate means for the machinery of a Natioual 
Education must rest somewhere. Should your Lordship be 
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the depository thereof,-in the name of the millions that are 
cradled in pemll'y, nursed in superstition, reared in ignorance, 
live in joylessness, ancl die in black despair, alike unknowing 
and unknown,-in the name of these unhappy millions we 
would implore you to exert it. Should it lodge in still higher 
quarters,-from the urgency and conclusiveness of yom· Lord­
ship's representations might emanate the influence which 
alone would prove sufficiently potent to evoke it. In eithe1· 
case, should your Lordship fully awake, and arise, and brnce 
on your armour, in .successfully pleading the cause and esta­
blishing the means of trne Indian enlightenment, to you might 
redound the glory of an achievment, the like of which has not 
yet been recorded in the annals of Asia ; to you might belong 
the ti-anscendant honour, in reference to the future triumphs 
of education in the East, of ueing privileged to shew, that, at a 
time when many were upbraiding the Parent State with the 
diminution of influence at home, and othe1·s were racking 
their ingenuity in adjusting the disturbed equilibrium of its 
power abrnad, you looked at the vast but dark dominions of 
Brnhma on this side the great ocean ; you looked at the 
Indies; and called in a new empire to red1·ess the balance of 
the old. 

A. D. 

NOTE. 

It is but courteous an<l just to acknowledge the spontaneous and unso­
licited favour of the Caurier and the Englishman, in republishing my for­
mer )elter; as well as in attracting the auention of their readers to the sub­
ject by their own Editorial comments. On one who possesses the " mens 
sibi conscia recti"-on one who is a lover of truth and not a lover of contro­
versy,-the commendations of friends and the strictures of opponents must fail 
to operate with either an elevating or a depressing influence. II is grand stay 
and support being the testimony of his own conscience, and an assured sense 
of the approbation of his God, be can afford to expose himself as fearlessly to 
the buffetings of the " pitiless storm'' as to the whisperings of the playful 
breezes, Least of all is such a one to be moved by the criticisms of those 
who are universal critics by profession. Though their honor and resvectabi­
lity forbid the license and the latitude which have always been accorded to 
painters and to poets, still, the diversity of ends which the conductors of public 
journals have to pursue, the multiplicity of opposing interests which they are 
called upon to adjust, the boundless variety of individual and party feelings and 
opinions which they are expected to consult, and, if possible, to regulate ;-all 
seem to demand the largest allowable license an<l latitude; and in their pro­
fessional exercise thereof no one has any right to complain. Be this as it 
may, all truly enlightened governments have ultimately yielded and legalized 
" the liberty of the press," as conservative of right and repressive of wrong. 
And a~ no press ever struggled more manfully for its own liberty, than that of 
• India, so none has, on the whole, ever less abused that liherty when conceded. 
In this respect the sentence of Sir J. C. Hobhouse must be regarded as down-
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right, though perhaps in his hoppy ignorance of Indion olfairs, unintentional 
columny. As to the genernl overage ahility wherewith it is conducted no con­
did or cRpable judge can honestly say that it is beneath mediocrity ; while, from 
time to time, urlicles do issue thercfrom which would not discredit the columns 
of the ablest journol in the British empire. On the present occasion, I have 
no room (as some of the friends of native improvement suppose) for complaint 
of trespass beyond its IPgtimate province. Should one journalist be found 
to display his eminent and versatile tulents in making " the worse appear the 
betler reason,'' or in inditing strains of serio-comic wit and waggery, when 
the subj~ct might seem to challenge the grnvest discussion ; or, should another 
exhibit his usual clear-headedness, not in distinguishing but in confounding 
things thot differ, or pour forth the imbecilities of u garrulous old age where we 
might hove expP.cted at leost o tempomry hallucinntion of wisdom and common 
sense ;-still, if professionnl purposes are to be answered thereby, no one has 
a right 10 complain :-it is all in the way of prescriptive privilege. Should the 
readiest and the coarsest instruments of allack be employed,-such as the throw­
ing of suspicion on any statement by asserting or insinuating that it is assumed 
without pro<!f; when in reality it no more needed proof than the fact, that Cal­
cutta is situated on the banks of the Ganges, 01· the axiom, that the whole is 
greater than a part ;-the pronouncing thot to be declamation rather than rea­
soning, which consists in clenching still faster the nail of sound principle, which 
enlightened reason has re,·ealed with almost the force of intuition ;-the mis­
applying words in calling bad things by good names, and good things by bad 
names-honouring the cravings of an ignorant superstitious multitude with the 
title of citizen rights, and the gratifying of their most suicidal wishes as justice 
and charity-denouncing that as heat and violence, railing and extravagance, 
which is really nathing more than simple zeal and earnestness in the cause of 
God 11nd in the promotion of the best interests of man; nothing more than that 
" sharp rebuking" of error which the real friend of truth is bound without re­
spect of persoM lo administer, and that corresponding strength of language 
which a holy indignation of necessity inspires ;-the glozing over what is sub­
stantially untrue with just enough of the semblance of truth to give it a plau­
sible aspect, like the coiner who overspreads a piece of lead or COF per, or any 
other of the bsser metals, with so much of genuine silver or gold as may make 
the counterfeit pass ;-the admitting, that the cause is a good one and the side 
chosen the right one, but neutralizing the admission by the trite remark of the 
dull and phlegmatic, that the tone is not what it should have been; as if it 
were rational, to macadamize one's tone into an unvarying monotony on every 
subject, or possible, to shape one's tone into the taste and liking of every one, 
without ending by having no tone at all ;-the pronouncing, as the effect of 
prejudiced partisan~hip, the advocacy of any clearly defined set of doctrines, as 
if perfection consisted in a rational and responsible being's not having any fixed 
principles of his own al oil, but in his coolly holding up 10 view the conflicting 
opinions of others in the balance of indifference, while to the critic belonged a 
royal title of exemption from the charge of partisanship in bitterly assailing the 
sentiments of any of the parties according lo his good pleasure, and in vehe­
mently upholding the assumed infallibility of his own ;-the skilful selecting 
and transposing of isolated expressions and passages, which apart from the 
context tend to throw a false colouring over the general views of an antagonist;­
the ingenious magnifying of one, or two, or more, very subordinate points, and 
the concentrating upon them, in their dilated form, the exclusive attention of the 
reader, as if these really embodied the main points in debate ;-the miscon­
ceiving or misrrpresenting of the nature and tendency of an author's principles, 
as well as the scope and tenor of his statements and argumeuts, a'Plcl the sub­
sequent valorous demolition of such misconception or misrepresentation, as if 
it were re11lly an annihilation of the principles, statrmenls, nnd ar~uments ori-
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ginally so misconceived, misrepresented, or caricatured :-should any or all or 
these, and such like blunderbusses, from the magazine of scholastic controversy, 
be preferred to the more finely tempered weapons in the armoury of truth and 
righteousness-still, no one has a right to complain ; since it is all in the di3-
charge of a professional vocation which indisputably admits of Ill! unlimited a 
resort to the arts of strategy ns the profession of war. 

In the present instance, I have addressed a leller to Lord Auckland condem­
natory of one of his public measures,-not from nny private or personal feel­
in~s of a hostile nature, as I cau call God to witness that there are none such­
but simply because, in my reason und conscience, I do seriously believe that that 
measure is es.1mti11lly wro11g in pl'i11ciple, and must prove essrntiully i•,jurioua 
in prartice. There is much in the per~onal and official character of Lord 
Auckland "hich it is impossible not to admire-much too in his public a<lmi­
ni<trat ivu whir.h may cause his name and memory to be cherished amiJ the 
grateful tl,anb of a benefited po~terity. But how can, how ought the admissiou 
of all this to preclude oue from reprobating· any special or pnrticular meusure 
of 1,is, which may be seen to be fraught with mistaken complaisance, ruinous 
coneess,on, and mischievous results? That the measure in question is of this 
descri11tio11, I am more thorou~hly convinceJ than e,·er from the utterly futile 
attempts that have been ma<le to pmve the contrary. Considerable noise and 
dust have, indeed been raised among some of the comparatively insignificant 
outworks of my position ; and a cloud of darkness has thus been made to 
envelope it, so as momentarily to shroud it from the spectator's view. But the 
maiu citadel itself has not yet been touched; far less shaken or scathed; and 
I am bold to say it will be found unassailable by the combined attacks of all 
this world"s artillery. Secure in the impregnable strength of that citadel I do 
not require lo sally forth and grapple with every mere skirmishing invader on 
the dust-covered plains :-no ; I can afford calmly 10 take my s1a11d on the 
watch-tower of observation, and coolly to gaze at any number of allied fo~s 
expending their utmost ftrength and best resources on some of the petty out­
works ; and when they have retired, wearied and exhausted with tl1eir fruitless 
effort, I can descend and quietly survey my stable ramparts with a more jubilant 
feeling than ever of security from d,nger, and of thankfulness to those, the 
failure of whose most vigorous assaults hos only furnished new proof of the 
in<lomitnble strength of that security. Here, then, are the leading or salient 
points, in the citadel of my strength, wl1ich may now shoot out their heads more 
conspicuously 1han ever, after the dust and smoke of mere out-work gladiator­
ship ha,·e, by a process of self-exha11stion, vanished away. 

1st, Up tn lllarcl, 7th, 1835, the open, avownl, and lending (though uot 
exclusi1·e) object '!f the Briti,lt G"vernment i,1 l11dia was, t 1,e i11culrntio11 '!f 
Oriental Literature und Scienre thr<>uf!,h the media <if Sanskrit, Arabic, and 
Per<ia11, in the higher instructi011 (!{n11tive youth belonging to the privileged ,md 
influential classes '!f Hindus and Mu/1<1111111111/ans. W l,o has presumed to gain­
say the correctness of my statements on 1his head? Not one. 

2nd. 1'hegreat object'!/ Lord IV. Bentinclc's enuct111e11t qf the 7th March, 
1835, was to supci-mle the use '!f Orientul Liternture and Srience thl'Ough the 
media(!( the lrnn1ed languugea, in the higher i11,truction <if native y,,utlt; and 
to substit11/e E11ropem1 Literature and Srience througli the medium f!( the Eng­
lish langua[{e instead. \V ho has ventured to call in question the truth of my 
representation on this head? Not one. 

3rd. O,w <?.f the two great d(finite mearnres qf Lord Auckland's minute is to 
rescind the ubrogatory clau.ies ef Lord JV. Bentinc/c·s enactment ; und to restore 
Orientul Literuture und Science through the media of the learned languuges, 
in the higfier education of the privileged classes ef native youth, to e.xuctly the 
same position ef ascendancy which they occupied previous to the 7th 11,Jarch, 
1835. Who h11s Jared to deny that this is a faith fol announcement of the pur­
port and desigQ of one portion of his Lordship's Minute i' Not one. 
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4th. Sucl1 an act '!f restoration was wholly gratuitous-wholly uncalled.for­
tither by the promptings '!lge11erosit!J, or the claims ef justice, or tl,e ezigencies 
'!f state policy. \V ho has had the hardihood fuirly lo grapple with, or attempt 
to invalidate the force of eny one of the statements and arguments by which 
thi~ proposition was demonstrated ? Not one. 

5th. But not only w"s tl,e act '!f restoration paased, without any valid grounds 
or 1·eason< 11:hat.,oever i11 its favour; it was passed i11 the .J,,ce 1111d in opite <if 
re1tso11., '!l resistless cogcnc.1J-reasons, the strength ,!f which 111a!I be cm1ce11truted 
in THE GnAND AND NOTOn1ous FACT, tlr"t the Oric11tolim1, lo learn wlrich 
studmts a1·e lrired and tu teach which p1·1!fes.~01 s are salw·ied out nf the revenues 
o/ ti,e state, "boands t/1roughout with radical errors aud jiital untruths ;-that 
these errors a11d u11tr11ths-lhingsJ,tlse in lii•tor!I and cl,r1111ology, i11 geography 
and astro110111y, in logic ,md 111elaph_ysics, in civil and crimi11al law, in muruls 1111d 

religio11-are .<.1fStc1,1aticully inculcated on the mimls <!/ thousands '!f 1ms11specting 
yo11th, not as the fabling fictions ofpoes_v or the dreams'!,( a vuin pl,ilosophy, but 
llS truths, or ab,ulate verities, the beli~l '!./' which is enfiirced b.11 the overawing 
influence '!.f s11ges and the u11controlluble authoritg <if the gods! Now, who 
has ventured, except by the vulgar arts of eva:;;ion or abusi,·e epithets, to im­
pugn the substantial accuracy of this proposition? Not one. Aud if no one 
has, or dares, then do I cl,al/enge the wl,ole world, on a11y principles qj' rea.,on, 
orjusticc, 01· goodness, 01· common sense, to controvert the g1·and ir!ference which 
I deduced ther~fi·o111, viz., THAT, Fon A Gov~nNMENT, OR PuBLIC Soc1ETY, OR 

PRIVATE INDIVJDUALS, TO EXPEND lHEIR RESOURCES IN l~CULCATING ON TU£ 
Ml NDS OF NATIVE YOUTH, AS TRUTHS-AS ABoOLt;TE OR E\'EN SACRED VEIIITIES­
WIIAT THEY THEMSELVES BELIF,VE, AND CANNOT BUT Bf.LI EVE, TO BE ERRORS 
AND LIES, IS DEGRADING, IGNOMINIOUS, SINFUL, AND CRUEL I 

These then were my original positions; these are my positions still. And 
out of any one of them I do again challenge the whole world to drive me by 
any fair weapons of argument or fact, reason or principle, justice or goodness. 
In sellling a question involving principles of such paramount importance, to 
tall. about deferring to the opinions of blinded multitudes, is to prnllle worse 
than nonsense. The world is not yet so desperately depra'"ed ns to concluc.l,e, 
wi1hout a manly protest, that opinions are to be eslimaled, not /'!I weight or 
illtri11sic value, but by nu111be1· and quantil!J, As one cubic inch of gold would 
011twei:,d1 a thousand cubic inches of froth or chaff, and in value out-balance 
ten thousand lime:;; ten 1housancl cubic inches of the lauer; so ought a si11gle 
opinion, grounded on enlightened reason and sober experience, and substan. 
tin1ed by the authority of Re,·elation, to out-weigh, both in u:eight and worth, 
all the opinions of all the blinded and superstitious multitudes in the world. 
As hJ yi.-lding to the wishes of deluded men, so as lo grant them what we 
know, intellectually and morally and religiously, to be poison to their souls, it 
were only an exemplification, in a "·ay far more injurious, of the kindness of 
the man, who would yield to the wishes of ignorant children, whPn demanding- a 
phial of temp:in!!: sulphuric acid to drink from, or a groupP. of gaudy speckled 
snakes to play with I Verily the tender mercies of tl1e men of expediency are 
cruel! 
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VJI.-Native C!tristians. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

Mv DEAR Sms, 
I perceive from the April No. of the Observer that the 

Missionary Confe1·ence has taken up a very impm·tant hut long 
ueglecled subject. These wandering native Christians are a 
constant somce of annoyance to the Missionaries of the mu­
fassal. Often they practise the grossest imposition not only 
upon Missional'ies but upon private Chl'istians who a1·e anxious 
to seize upon every opportunity to promote the interests of the 
Redeemer's Kingdom. They appear well for a time, but be­
fore long display their true charncte1·, involve those who 
undertake their support in the most unpleasant difficulties, 
and greatly injme the cause of Christ among the natives who 
become acquainted with theii· conduct. The Conference 
therefore did well to take up the subject and act upon it. I 
have no di!'position to find any fault with the resolution 
they have adopted. It is good so far as it goes, but it ap­
pears to me that it does not go far enough. As it now stands 
it will subject the Missionaries in many instances to much 
trouble, and the applicant to a considerable delay and perhaps 
great incom·enience. Now all this would be avoided if the 
applicant had with him a certificate of his character, and a 
dismission from the communion in which he had been received 
with a recommendation to be received into any Christiau 
communion that may exist where his lot may be cast. 

Permit me therefore to suggest to the Conference the pro­
priety of taking up the subject again, and adopting such 
regulations as will fully meet the ,vants of the Missionary 
body in all ordinary cases, should the practice of giving such 
certificates as abovementioned be adopted by all the Mis­
siona1·ies in the country it would 1·emove a great source of 
trouble, and imposition. In all such cases Missionaries should 
of course be very careful to whom they give such certificates. 
It may also be necessary to adopt some rule to meet cases in 
which old certificates are prese11ted. Cases may and no 
doubt will arise where persons, dismissed in good standing, 
afle1· wa11deriug about fo1· a long time away from all Christian 
influe11cc, may become dissipated or vicious. In cases there­
fore where certificates ove1· a year old are presented, and when 
a perfect! y satisfactory account cannot be given of the life of 
the applicant <luring this intermediate space of time, it may be 
found necessary to take the applicant on trial while inquiries 
are being made about him. 

With these brief :rnggeslions I would 1·espectfully submit it 
to the Confe1euce whtlhcr they had not bttter take np the 
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subject again, digest something like n code of rules for the 
reuulation of Missionaries thrnughout the country, and then 
submit them to the Missionaries at eve1·y station in the form 
of a circular, requesting in reply a statement of their views 011 

the subject, and whethe1· they will ag1·ee to act according to 
the regulations thus submitted. 

'While I have the subject on hand I will venture another 
suggestion fo1· the consideration of the Conference. It is 
whether it might not be expedient to call a convention of the 
:Missionaries within a convenient distauce of some centrnl 
point for the consideration of all subjects of general interest 
to the Missiona1·y body. I am aware that this will be attended 
with difficulties and great inconveniences, but it may be well 
to consider whether the interests of Zion do not call for the 
sacrifice necessarily connected with such a measure. Could 
not such a convention be held in each of the P1·esidencies in 
which each Mission at least might have one 1·epresentative ? 

Sincerely yours, 
A M1ss10NARY. 

VIII.-011 giving Certificates of Proficiency to students of 
Muhammadan College,. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
DEAR SIRS, 

The following copy of a printed certificate of porficiency, 
given by high British functionaries to a student of the Govern­
ment Muhammadan Ma<ll'Ussa, or College, has just come under 
my eye. The practice, if still continued, of granting such 
certificates seems most injurious to the youths and objection­
able in principle-indeed so much so, that it is hoped such 
credentials have been discontinued (perhaps some of your 
correspondents can throw light upon this subject) ; fo1· it is 
evident to every reflecting mind that the Muhammadan educa­
tion given in that institution, is, as regards " the one thing 
needful," the knowledge of Divine truth and the service of God, 
calculated to perve1·t the mind, to rear up a class of bigots deep­
ly imbued with moslem doctrines which pervert the truth-deny 
the divinity of the Saviour of the world, and brand his followers 
as infidels and kafirs. It must then clearly be wrong iu pl'in-. 
ciple to encourage such a pernicious education by the stimu­
le11t of certificates of proficiency. The following certificate is 
date? so far bac_k _as 1831, and such have been probably dis­
contrnued; but 1t 1s to be feared that encourrtgement in the 
shape of modified certificate is still given for proficiency in 
moslem errors. How would any man like his own son to 
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receive highly prized certificates fo1· proficiency in the doctrines 
of Tom Paine ?-or would any one I.le justified in encouragincr 
by certificates the study of such doctl'ines ? Surely not ; and 
may uot_the same reasoning I.le applied to every other system 
of e<luca~ion distinctly opposed to <lidne truth ? 

Your obdt. servt. 
A FRIEND TO THE PEOPLE. 

Feb. 3, 1841. 
The following is a copy of a certificate gh·en to a student 

of the Muhammadan College, the date and names of examiners 
being here omitted. 

Government Mahomedan College, Calcutta. 
re We l1ereby certify that Molavi---- has att~nded 

at the Mahomedan Collt•ge fo1• seven years, and studied the 
undel'll1e11tione<l b1·anches of Mahome<lan Liternture, Logic, 
Rhetoric, Mathematics, Philosophy, Theology (!) and La\V, 
that he has attained eminent proficiency in these studies, and 
that his conduct while attached to the Institution has been 
correct. 

{Signed) 
} 

Members, Madru11a 
------· Committee. 

'~ Fort William,---- 1831. 
(Sd.) 

IX.-.A Query. 

----, Secretary.,:r 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Chrislian Observer. 
DEAR BnnnncN, 

Will you kindly oblige me by inserting the following query in the Calcutt11 
Cl1rist ian Observer. ' 

\V hen 11 person has been excluded from a Christian church on account of his 
having fallen into sin, an<l afterwards removes to another place wl,ere he is a~ain 
brought lo the Saviour anJ in consequence applies for admission into the church 
there, woul<l it be proper to receive him into its community or to reler him with 
suitable recommen<lation to the church of which he was formerly a member, for 
restoration, then to be dismissed to the church with which he is desirous of unit­
ing ? An answer to the above from yourselves or some of your experienced cor-
respon<lents, will oblige. • 

Yours sincerely, 
May t, 184.1, S. B. 
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LINES UN TllE DEATH OF TUE REV, G. D. PARSONS. 

(For the Calcutta Christian Observer.) 

The wild flowers of his native land 
Spring not above the sod, 

Whence our deplored and sainted one 
Gave back his soul to God; 

Yet there his dust the Saviour keeps, 
While friendship ~eeks the spot 11nd weel'~-

It was a strange unlovely lot, 
Yet one he early chose, 

Far from the home or other yell{s 
His dying eyes to close, , 

With only one beloved one nigh 
To catch the spirit's latest sigh. 

And when disease had stamped hi~ brow 
With the pale seal o( death ; 

One dearest thought his bosom stirred 
And spent his latP.st breath, 

It was that he should find a grave 
Where India's stately palm-groves wave. 

But was it that his native shore 
Possessed no charm for him ?­

Or had his memories of the past . 
Become by nbsencl! dim ?-

From kindred and from friends estranged, 
Had he become by distance changed ? 

Nay-nought but death's damp brcnlh could chill 
A love so pure and kind, 

And still his heart as warmly beat 
For those he left behind ; 

And thoughts of home and England still 
Through every life-pulse woke a thrill. 

He saw the sons of India fall, 
Beneath her burning skies ; 

And few to bid the springs of hope 
Within their bosoms rise, 

To point them to an ark of rest 
A dying Saviour's pitying breast. 

Ue oft had been to rnel'cy's stream 
To gnin a fresh supply, 

And knew that they who thirsted there 
Shoul.I drink and never die. 

He longed to lead them to that fount 
And all that Saviour's love recount. 

YOL. II, 3 E 
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He longed to !ee the Gospel shine 
O'er 1hat beni!;hted land, 

And guide from thence, with gentlest hnud, 
A sm11ll 11nd swarthy band 

To heuven's bright portals-this wus why 
Ile sought that •hore to toil and die. 

llis race was short, and quickly done 
The work he loved so well, 

And we must 1hink of him, and learn 
Each rising plaint to quell. 

\Ve could not mourn so sweet a rest, 
He sleeps in Jesus and is blesl. 

A SKETCII. 

(For the Calcutta Christian Obsernr.) 

Lord, who shall climb thy holy hill, 
And, in thy pl'esence blest, 

In raiments that are spotless white, 
In thy pavilion rest? 

'Tis they who de1licate to God, 
The morning of theii· youth ; 

Antl through the va1·ying scenes of life, 
Still wo1·ship him in truth. 

They never with malicious words 
Anothel' will defame ; 

But strive, with diligence sincere, 
To keep themselves from hlame; 

The tempting riches of this world, 
Too much they will not love, 

But turn away their ardent look 
To gems that shine above. 

And while they gaze, devotion's flame 
Is ld111lling in the heart, 

And, from the paths that leads to God, 
Their feet will not depal't. 

They know he is of pul'er eyes 
The faithless to endure, 

And, day by day, still more they strive, 
His favor to secure. 

No m01·tal eye bath ever seen, 
Nor can the mind conceive, 

The happiness they shall enjoy 
That in his name believe. 

[JUNE, 

ANON, 
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Jfliaoiannru 1u1lr lttligiaua JEadtllintntt. 

t.-i\IrsSIONARV AND EccLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS, 

""e regret to learn that the Rev. E. Noyes is ohliged to seek for the 
restoration of health in a more genial clime. i\lr. Noyes anti family left 
on the 30th ult. fo1· the United Statt>s.-Rev, l\lr. Leipolt of Benares will, 
we understand, he under the neces,ity of leaving India for health's 
sakt-.-Hev. J. P. ,\leng·e has heen appointe«I to Goruclcpore. i\fr. and 
J\lrs . .\le111,:e left for tl1a1 station on the 31st.-From recent lette1·s ,ve 
learn that the Hev. i\I. Hill, accompanied by one or two lahorers will 
leave E11glarul for Jnclia in A11µ-11st next. l\lr. Dyer for Penan!{ and i\lr. 
!\lolf.it for Africa will leave at the same time.-The llev. W. l:111\'ers has 
arrincl in England. His health is not much imp1·oved hy the irip: he 
lost one of his infant rhil,lren by «leath on the voyage.-The Rev. \\'. 
i\lo1ton will in all probability remain some ti111e longer in Britain. l\[r. 
J\I. has heen requested to write a work on l\lissious in co1111exion with 
::--lorthern Jrulia.-The Rev. G. Pearce will, it i~ expecte«I, return accom-
111111ied hy one or t,ro new lahorers next cold sPason.-'l'he Rev. It. 
Hay11e had reached England in s,,fety.-The Church of Scotland havl! 
:ippointed two l\Jissional'ies to labour at the capital of .:\loldr,\'i 1; ao«l 
three at the capital of Hungary. 

'<!.-RF.v. F. TucKF.R. 
\Ve have heen favoured by a friend with an extract of a letter from 

the Rev. F. T11ck,·1·, dated at sea, Feh. 2, ancl Cape Town, Feb. 9-from 
which we learn with reg·ret that his health hacl uot materially improved. 
\\' e since,·ely hope that ere this the b1·acing influence of a European 
climate has restored him to his wonted health. 

"At Se", Feb. 2.-As to my health, I l1al'(lly know what to say-I am 
certai11ly very much better, hnt not well enough to attempt preaching. 0111· 
Doctor, whom we took on board at l\Iadras, instautly he~an to starve and 
physic me-for a fortuight I wns on the strictest regimen-and by the 
blessing of God it was vel'y useful to me. l impro\'ed wonderfully-and 
seemed for a while a new being. But the week of rolling weathel' I ha1·e 
referred to, which was also damp, threw me hack again, arul I had once 
more to tl'}' the virtues of calomel, opium and castor oil. I am now much 
bettel'-but the heat is too grnat for me still, an,1 I do uot a11ticiJH1te any­
thing like English henlth till I get into something like au English climate. 
Often ar,d often do I think of Circula1· Roa«l Chapel-but nevl'r 011ce 
since I left the countl'}' have I seen reason lo doubt the propriety of my 
departure. I mn more aud more conlirme«I in the <•pi11ion that another 
year in I nclia would ha\'e heen the last of my life." 

"Cape 1'own, Feb. 9.-We arrived hel'e the day before yesterday-hut 
a single day un shore has been more than enough for me ; the heat of 
yesterday overpowered me-and we are now, at half-pa~t fi\'e in the 
morning dressing to go on board again." 

3.-SINGAPORE MONTHLY l\hssION&RY PnAYER MEETING. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
I take pleasure in giving you a brier account of the l\lontl,ly ConcPrt of 

prayer helcl at the Mission Chapel this evening. The Rev. Mr. Dean 0f lfan­
kok, Missionary to thP. Chinese, made some statements relative to the origin 
and present stale of Prote.;tant Missions in Siam, from which it appears that 
Bnnkok the present capital, which less than one hundred years ago was an 
uninhabited wilderness, now has n population or half a million. These are com-

3 E 2 
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po!ed of Chinese, three hundred tl,ousand; Siamese, one hundred thousand, 
and the remainder mude up of Burmese, Peg-uans, Maluys, Cambojans, 
Laos, Cochin Chinese, &r. The religion is Budhism; the priesthood of the 
capilol numbers fifteen thousand, the wots or temples one hundred. At each 
temple are multitudes of images of Budh, from the size of n man to those one 
hundred 1111d twenty feet in len~th. These are built of brick or clay and 
gilded, and !!enerally in o sitting, though some are in a reclining, posture. Pa­
godas with tall spires ~land neur the wats and afford at their basement a depo­
sit for large sums of money which lrnve been placed there for safe keeping. 
Cotholic l\lissionaries hal'e long been employed in Sium, and inclUlle among 
lheir converts most of the Cochin-Chinese, and lndo-Portu~uese in the country, 
and lotterly a number of Chiuese, perhaps one hundred have embraced their 
faith. 

l\lr. Gutzlaff, the first Protestant Missionary, visited Siam about ten years 
ago, and baptise,! one Chinese Convert. In 1832 :\Iessrs. Tomlin and Abeel 
went to Bankok am] distributed books and remained a few months. ln 1833 
Rev. l\Ir. Jones baptised three Chinese, which hare since died; and the one 
baptised by Mr. Gutzlaff has been exr,ommunicated. 

The Church now numbers fifteen Chinese and one Siamese, nil of whom 
attend reli!sio11s worship re~11larly and appear to IJe active and growing Chris­
tians. The Chiuese boarding school is in a prosperous and encouraging con­
dition. 

There are now in Bar,kok ten Missionary families, five of whom are of the 
A. B. C. F. 1\1., four of the American Baptist Buard, and one of the Pres­
byterian Board. 

At the close of the meeting the llev. Mr. and l\lrs. Orr, being about lo 
return to A111erica in conseque11ce of ill health, look leave of tl1eir friends, and 
were addre;sed by l\lr. Dean, "ho pledged the prayers and continued interest of 
his associates in behalf of those who were compelled to leave, and pointed out to 
them some of the dittinillies and responsibilities of representing the slate of 
the Missions and ;\Jissionaries to the Cl11-1rches at home. They were reminded 
of the cold reception they mi~ht expect to receive from those who had been the 
warmest in expressions of intere:;t when they lert America, and of the great diffi­
culty of gi,·ing to the friend~ al home a corrert idea of the state of thin~s in the 
east. This they could not expect to obtain from visitors who have passed but 
a few months in a place, while return l\lissionaries who have enjoyed an oppor­
tunity of fonnin~ an opinion from personal experience, but who in consequence 
of ill health are disappointe·l in their plans and discouraged in their prospects, 
are in dn11Qer of communicatin~ thPir di,appointment and discoura~ement to 
others. They were reminded that though 11bsent from the h~athe11, they were 
not excluded from the l\Jissiona1·y banJ, and that their prayers and i11fluence 
at home mi,;ht aid the canse more than they could in person, and then were 
commended to the <"are and kindness of llim who is able to g,uide by his 
counsel and afterwarcl receive to ~lorv. The season was one of solemn interest 
and we hope may be oflnsting benefit lo all present. 

Si11gupore, Murcli 1st, 1841. PHILO. 
P. S.-On the 4t11 instant I\Ir. Orr and family, with the Rev. Mr. Travelli, 

of the Singapore l\lission, and Dr. Di,·er, oftl1e Canton Mission, sailed in the 
"St. Paul" for Salem, U.S. A. 

(From the Calcutta Christian Advocate.) 
4.-TuE CBARAK PuJA. 

It affords us sincere satisfaction to be able tu state, on the testimony of 
e,•e aud ear-,titnes~es, that the attendance of sufferers on, a111l the 
ainount of torture inflicted at, the Charak Jlllja, were mate1·ially less iu 
this than in previous years. The apparent n•imber of spectat,,rs may uot 
lrn\'e much di111i11i~hed, but the 1111mbe1· of suffe1·en has-which is matter 
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for since1·e g1·atnlation; for when the puja shull merge into a mel'e fair 
01· gathering of people for tanuisha, the 11umlie1· will 1loubtless lie grnat, 
11111I that fo1· many a yea1· even after the horrnrs of the festil'als shall 
have ceased. That which is gratifying und worthy of special reg·anl is 
this, that the number of p1·ocessio11s sent hy the morn wealthy was fewel' 
this year, anti the suffe1·ers consi,lerably diminishe,I, while the 11111Hlier of 
those who make a trade of ridiculing-the suffel"ings hy an imitation of the 
cuttinµ-s and maimings were materially increased. This satire 11po11 the 
barbarities of the l'harak will tend to 11i111i11ish its influence ll'ith the 
people, as they e\·idently e11joy the liurle,que much more tha11 the reali­
ty. Still e\·e11 the amount of suffel'ings inlli!'te<l upon the unhappy vic­
tims this year has been enough to call forth the most earnest prayers a11d 
vigorous efforts of the humane to suppress the horrid prnctices of the 
Charak. l\lanv <louhtless have fallen sacrifices to the tortures this real', 
nml we can cla.,s such deaths under no other head than that of m,,'nler, 
and we are confident that in any other country than India, where such 
deecls ha\·e the sanction of religion, they would he dealt with as such. 
\\' hat is the fate of a prize-fig·hter in Britain who clestroys his fellow, 01· 
in what light is e\·en the more aristocrntic murderer, the 1luelist, looked 
upon in the eye of the law? El'en those who meet with an untimely 
d.-ath durinl,\· the barbarous pastimes of l,1111-haiting arul the like, where 
they are still practise,1, only sel'\'e to bring down punishment on the h~a,ls 
of the princi1ials. \Ve are 110 advocates for the i111lictio11 of the punisJ,_ 
ment of death; we would, ll'ere it possible, abolish it once aml for all 
crimes, except that of 111urde1·; and Pven then we feel confident in many 
instances a much severer punishment might be inflicted 011 the parties 
than a violent and ig·11orninious death; hut if extreme punisl11nent he 
desel'\'ed hy any, surely it is so by those who, for the j!;rntitication of the 
most distorted feelings of our nature, annually sacrifice many of theii· 
delmled felloll'-creatures, and that under the sanction of reli1don. 

It affords us sincere pleasure to !'ecord that the Hajli Kalikrishna 
Rah{ular and liis brother ha,-c not lent their s:11,ction to the (;l,arnk this 
year, and we have the more pleasure in 1·ecorcling· thi~, as in previous 
rears we ha\'e felt it a painful dnty to place then, pro111i11ently before the 
public as among the chief supporters of the Charak. i\Jay they ha\'e 
many imitators in the ensuing yea1·. Woul1l that they 11nd others of the 
influential would unite to suppress a practice which has neither the 
sanction of humanity, reason or the shastras ! 

There al'e some particulars connected with this uuhallowed puja that 
indicate mucb in 1·egard both lo the genius of the religious system of 
which it is a part, aud in regard to the present state of that system in its 
pl'Ogress towanls its dissolution. 

I. The genius of Hinduism is shewn hy the l'ites and ohservauces of 
this " festival" to he of a bloody character. \\' e rememhe1· when King 
George the Fourth \'isited Scotland, he was so struck with the contrast 
hetll'een a London populace meeting him without any wa1"ni11g, a111l that 
of Scotland all arrnyetl fo1· his reception in their holiday attire, that he 
asked, "But where are the common people?" Surely a new comer to 
] 111l ia having read 01· heard the declama1ious of these men who in Europe 
delight to show forth the praises of the" huma11e Hindus"-the "blood­
hatiug people of Hindustan"'-woul<l he constrai11ed to ask on an occa­
sion like the Charnk l'i1j1\, "Whel'e are the humane amoug· the people?" 
'J'rnly they all keep within doo1·s on these days, aud leave the tield to he 
occupieil by the blood-loving, inhuman people, who, after all, are in 
this view of the case found to coustitute pl'oliably four-fifths of the whole 
population. 
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2. The self-inflicted penances of the Cl,arak, like the similm· inflic­
tions of all false religions, indicate the feeling that is stron11:ly implanted 
in the human hreast, that sin must, under the go,·ernment of God, be fol­
lowe1l hy punishment. As all tl,eists acknowledge that the universally 
diffused persuasion of the being of a God is a ~ound argument for that 
truth, 110111 ith,ta,ulinl!,' the difft>rent ideas that vnrious nations and classes 
of men entert;1i11 regarding the nature and characte1· of the Uivine Bein/!,'; 
so the self-tortures of the worshippers of Kali unite with the mortifica­
tions and penances of the worshippers of the Virgin l\lar)', and the 1•ari-
011s forms of uill-,1·orship of the adherents of the several systems of idola­
try, to tt'stify the innate persuasion of the human family, that suffering 
must he the consequence of sin-that withoul the shedding of blood there 
can he no remission. And so fat· all is well. But the ma,lness consists in 
taking the matter out of the J,ands of Him who alone has the right to 
inflict· the suffering, an,I presumptuously dictatinl.( to the otferHll'd ,Ju,lge 
and hing what l<in1l or dt·gTee of punishment shall he \'isited upon the 
sons of men. The adrnc.ates of "natural religion," who declaim so 
complacently on the simple, absolute and unconditional henevolPnce of 
God, and 1lescrihe ll'ith glowing lang-uage the confidence which men 
naturally repose in the Inv!' of the Supreme Being, woultl do well to 
make a stu,ly of the Charak P(,ja. 

3. \\'hile the dark places of the earth are full of the hahitations of 
crnelty, they are deeply stained with othe1· hase and ignoble vices. Of 
these perhaps cowardice and avarice are most clearly 1lisplayed h y the 
derntees at this l'(,j,i. Co1mrdice: for after all the snffering-s endured 
by the de,·otees, at least hy the swinger,, is very trifling. \Ve venture 
to say that the pain felt is not so great that any European of onlinary 
courage would for a moment think of slninking from it, if any reasona­
ble moti"e were hel<l out for its endurnuce. And yet the people of this 
land, tl,ough animated hy what is ~enerally considered to be the most 
poll'erful of ;,II feeliugs, must steep their sense~ in intoxication and lash 
up thei1· determination to frenzy before they submit to the suffering. \Ve 
do not look upon the sufferings of the 1levotees then as of much moment, 
hut their dfects on the admiring by-standers are as brutalising ancl 
dl'l.(rading as if they were many times g1·eater. All the paraphernalia 
of torture are paraded before the eyes of the multit1ule; e\'ery thing that 
can render the heart callous is exhibited to thei1· approving and a<lmi1·­
i11g gnze, ar"I 1Ve believe no one of the ignorant Hindus leal'es such an 
exhibition without having sunk lower in the scale of heiug, without 
having his natural feelings hlu11ted, and himself a,similated more nearly 
to the savag·e monste1·s that crnuch in the jungles. Avarice. The lauda­
tors of the" h11111a11e l:li11dus," those thrice-lovely di,ciple,; oft.he "Re­
ligion of nature," genei-ally keep in the hacl<-ground of their pictures, 
if they admit upon the canvass at all, the acknowled!{ed fact that almost 
all the ,le\'Otees are hired for the work. Thi, is perhaps the most melan­
cholv consideration of all. That men should be found williug to ~ell 
theii· hloo,I for a trilling sum, that men should he found \filling to hold 
out a lure to their fellow-men to do that which they bloate,l with luxury 
dare not do themsell'es; that the rich shoul,l so trample upon and insult 
whate,·er of good feeli11g may he left in the hearts of the poor, are me­
lancholy co11si1lerations to ev!'ry lo1·er of l,is species. 

4. i\Jany of the old Brahmans are loud in theit· lamentations that the 
glory of the pf,ja is on the wane. \\' e are not apt to he too sanguine on 
these points; hut certainly there is much encouragement in the fact 
recorder! hy one of the 1laily newspaper8 in this city, that the presi<leut 
of the Dharma Shablta has this \'ear refused to countenance the enor­
mities of the pi,ja. We trust this is a prelude to the tut.ii abolition of 
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the abominahle rites. Surely the time cannot he ,·ery fa1· clistant wl,en 
there will lie light am\ knowledge enough in Jmlia to dispel the gloomy 
dai·kness. 

.5.--DUEl,LING, 

The late ridiculu11$ mockery of justice in the fol'ln of a tl'ial of the 
Earl of Cardigan, has made the suhject of duelling more the suhject of 
discussion than in former times, aml must we think have tencled tu ren .. 
c\er it still more despicalile tha11 it has been deemed up to the pre,ent 
time. That fatal duelling is murder none can doubt, and murder too of 
the most aggravated order. It 111ay lie called an affair of houor, or a 
misdemeanur, or 111anslaughter, or whatever custom pleases; l.,11t that it 
i8 11111nler when fatal canuot Le doulited. Two men in tl,e 1,igl,er circle;; 
of life, well educated and intelligent, quarrel, it may be, under the inllu­
ence of "generous wine," aliout some trifle not cognizal.,Je by the law. 
Had they been rough, ignorant clowns, they would ha,·e turned out on 
the green and ended the quarrel liy hlows, and their !.,lows in the round­
house; but because they a1·e gentlemen and educated, they must sleep 
over the matter and deliberately proceed on the following or some other 
nwrning-, sometimes long· after the affai1· has happened, to fire at each 
othH with loaded pistols-in fear of detection as in violation of the law­
and should the one slay his neighbour, he is oliliged to flee until "the 
nffai1· has blown over." Would the affair ever lilow over were it a poo1· 
man? Well a mau is killed and a family is plunged into the deepest 
grief, and a soul sent into the presence of its .\laker with all its sins and 
that of intended murder upon it. The court of ltono1· alone is gratified, 
while the formidable monster dares to show his face in society, and 
may be he is called upon to sit as a judge on the conduct of others; nay 
he stalks about with the proud distinction of "having ldlled his man." 
To us it is indeed astonishing that this practice should have been so lo11g 
en.lured. For the midnight assassin an,\ the bandit the laws are strong; 
but in what in their effects do these differ from duelling? Only in this 
generally, that the murderers are of the higl,er orders, and hence is their 
crime the more deep, for they ought to know better, and set a better 
example to the poor and less educated. 

The Attorney Genenil said that Lord Cardigan had not committed any 
great sin? No, it is because it is the sin of gniat people. The only 
man in the house of peers who appears to have acted with co111·age and 
in truth was the !\Jnrquis of Cleveland, who in the memornlile expres­
sion, "Not guilty legally upon my honor," ditl well define and manfully 
declare the difference between the moral turpitude of duelling, and the 
miserable quirk of the law by which the noble "prisoner at the bar" was 
acquitted. The feelings which oLtains in those circles in which duelling 
is pracLised is most extraordinary. A man is called out, if he does not 
go he is "cut" hy all and posted as a coward and insultetl through life. 
If he goes out he is suliject to the law :-the tread-mill and Norfolk 
island stare him in the face. Jf he be a Military man, he will assuredly 
be cut for not fighting, and tried fol' so doing. This is a pleasant dilem­
ma. But what saith God? Thou shalt not kill. He that sheddeth man's 
blood, Ly man shall his blood be shed. Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. 

6.-'l'ElllPERANCE SOCIETY, 
Calcutta now has its own Temperance Society. On Fdday April 23, a 

Meeting was held at the Town Hall for the purpose of forming a Society 
for the promotion of Temperance in this city, The Veu'lile the Arch­
deacon presided, He stated that the Bishop regretted his inability to 
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attend, o,ring to in1lisposition, :ind wished the A1·cl11leacon to state that 
J,e most fully :1ppl'0Vt'd the ohjects of the Society, aud would do all in 
l,is powel' to forward its interests. He was convinced of the necessity 
there was for such an institution from his experience both in England 
and India. His Lonlship accPpted the office of patron to the Institu­
tion. The '.\leeti11!1: was :ul,lrPssed by Re\'. DI'. Duff, Rev. Messrs. Boaz, 
Goirel'ly. Ernns, Ur. Corhrn, Col. Powney and Lieut. Butler. The speech 
of DI'. Duff was one of the most eloqi.ent expositions of the principles of 
Temperance Societies to which we e,·er remember to have listened; and 
most l,e:irtily was it responded to br the audience. \Ve trust the Socie­
ty wi II g i rn it a permanent form. The atte111lance was not so large as we 
could ha1·e wished, and what is more to he regretted, w:is the deficiency 
of many of the clerg-y and others who usually ta Ice part in our relil!ious 
Societil's. The ;\Jeeting was one of the most spirite,I we ha\'e attended fol' 
a long time in Calcutta, and will, we doubt not, give an impul:;e to the 
Society which will cause it to prosper, notwithstanding the lukel\'al'm­
ne~s uf some, the opposition of othe1·s, and the sneers of many. The 
attempt to form a Temperance Society has, as might ha,·e been expected, 
callecl forth the satil'e and ridicule of some, and the cal'ping criticisms of 
others; hut we trust the friends of the Society will move on, heedless of 
the silly quirks and 1lrivelling lampoons of tho;e who h:l\•e found out 
that, as the theatl'e in Calcutta is the custos morum of the city, so there 
is rH111eed for such an institution as a Temperance Society. Verily, 
were it 11ot fol' the police, and the dust, and the Cooly Tmde and the 
Clial'ak pt'1ja, we shoulil imagine ourseh·es in some Utopia. \Ve do not 
regret to find the same opposition offered to the Calcutta Society ,rhich 
was ol'iginally 111'1!,"ed against similar Institutions in Britain and America, 
at theil' commencement. This very 011positio11 will infuse life into the 
operntions of the Society, and should it be productive of similar fruits 
we shall have no occasion to regret its existence. 

7.-LONDON l\11ssJONARY SOCIETY, 

"' e regret to learn from a London Pafl'iot. kindly forwarded to us by 
a friend, that the London .Missionary Society at the close of the year 
had a deficiency in its funds of £30,000, This excess of expenditure over 
the income had arisen, it would appear, from the increase of its laborers 
:md stations, owing to the increasing demands made upon the Dil·ecto1·., 
by extensi l'e fields of usefuluess having opened to them in the prnvi­
dence of God, which they could not refuse to occupy without being cha1·ge­
ahle with a want of faith in the pl'omises of God. In 1833, the numbe,· 
of ;\lissionaries was 3S0; in 11'.HO, 6i0-nearly double. The income of 
the Societv had not kept pace with these increased operations. The con­
sequence has been that the Directors have felt it theii· duty to place the 
whole mattel' hefore their constituents with a view to ohtain their suf­
frages as to the continuance of their present operations, their retrench­
ment 01· increase ; for not only had they thus extended their efforts, but 
the claims yet made upon them both from olil stations and lll!W fields 
were both numerous and strong. To ascel"tain the actual state of feel­
ing on the part of the suhscribe1·s, meetings have been held in diffel'ent 
11istl'icts in the metropolis, and were to be held th1·011ghout the country. 
Ahou t .-£:3000 had been raised in London towa1·ils meeting the exigency. To 
us this is matter of regret, although we indulge the hope that out of this 
apparently discouraging circumstance permanent good will al'ise. The 
Church will, l\'e trust, he ma,le to feel, that while the Providence of God 
has heen opening wide doors an1l effectual for he1·, she has provided nei­
ther men nol' means adequate to the wants of the available parts of the 
heathen world. We shall be happy to fonvard any donations to the 
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Society in its present exi~encr, an<I we do trust that I n<lia will not he 
hehin<I in shuwi11g· her syrup:.thy with the 111a1111e1· in which the L>irecto1·s 
nf the Society have in the exercise of faith attempted grllat things for 
God and the world. 

8.-T11>1 l\foNTnLV l\Irss1o?><ARV PnAVF.n l\JE.,TING, 

lVas held at the Circular Road Chapel 011 :\lon,lay Hening the 3nl ulti­
mo. The ad<lress was delivered hy the Rev. T. Smith ;-s,il,ject-The 
desi~n of God in thP conlinue<I pprmission of heathenism. This was vari. 
ouslv stated, as for the tl'ial of faith, c,.lling· forth of energy, de1•elop111ent 
of ciaaracter, and that in the end the triumph might he 11101·e marked and 
co11111lete. The del'Otional exercises were conducted by the llev. i\Iessrs. 
Thomas and W enge1·. 

9.-Su,cmE. 
One of the most melancholy suicides with which it has eve1· been our 

lot to hecome acquainle<l, has happened during the past week. Capt. 
Co.r of the inv1,lids hlew out his brains in the most deliberate manner last 
},'1·iday evening after his 1·eturn from the theatre. Our eontempo1·aries 
have hePn discussing the sanity or insanity of the unfortunate man. lie 
to the last laho1·e<I to pro,·e his sanity, and as fa1· as the evidence goes. 
firmly, we think, established his point. \\'e ha,·e no desire to olfe,· oue 
wor1l which might mid to the distress of the friends of the miserable m:in; 
but it were a lack of ,luty in a Cl11·isli111t Advocate not to point out the 
tendency of those principles which Capt. Cox appears to have ente,·tain­
ed. 111 his letters written immediately before his death he says, that 1,e 
deemed it right in a man to talrn away his life when it became a burden 
to him, and in the most unhappy manner sneers at the Holy Scriptures, 
calling a passage from the sacred writings "a wise saw" and the hook 
itself "a certain big book." He desires no Ch,·istian burial, nor that 
any fees should be paid to the 11arsun, &c. He cannot, he says, believe 
any thing of which he has not proof or probability. These sentimeut;; 
he.held for years and they led him, he says, to this conclusion,-that he 
had a right to take Rl\'ay life when it became a burdeu to him. No,v 
confideut we are that the teudency of such doctrines must he evident, 
without the melancholy occur,ence which has called forth these remarks. 
If a man has a right to take his own life when it is a burdeu, what is to 
pre1·e11t him from taKiug h:s neighliour's on the same principle, when it 
shall be distasteful to him that his neighbour should live ?-and if a man 
will believe notl1111g but that of which he has prnof, or which cau be fully 
explained, he is himself the greatest of all wonders and monstrosities; 
for he must and does every day act upou principles the data of which 
cannot be demonstrated 01· known heyoml pl'Obabi!ity. The principles 
entertaiued by the unfol'tunate man, ll'here\'e1· they lm1•e obtained an 
;iscendancy, have never failed to pl'Oduce the most lamentable conse­
quences, and were they to ohtain a general influence must end iu the 
total disrn11tion of society. I\' e believe it was not insanity which led to 
the melancholy catastrophe, but a want of belief in tile trnth of t.od's 
wo1·d, which, with its promises uud hopes, is the only true antidote against 
the evils and sorl'Ows to which mankind are subject. lie that beli!lvetb 
therein shall never be moved. 

lO.-l\hss10Ns--LocAL Soc1ET1Es-ST.t.TE OF FEELING. 
lVe have before us, the First He port of the Orio·su B11ptist ,J,[ issio11, aml 

nlso of the Agl'tt llJissio111iry Society. Simil:u· r1>pu1·ts of brnnch 01· inde. 
pe1iden~ l\li_ssions have reach~d us f~·om otl~e,· stat_ions ~uri~g the yea1·. 
\Ve hail this ne\V orde1· of thrngs with leelrngs of the hvehei;t satisfac-
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tion. It is inileed gratifying to find even after the labors of half a cen­
tury, the Church so rooted iu the affections of Chd.~tian peo1de as to he 
enahlell to gh·e in her report of what the Lord hath enahlecl her to do 
tl,rouii;h their instl'llmentality toward the defence of the faith and the 
conversion of the heathen. It is not lt>ss pleasin~· to tine! lit>t· rt>lat ing 
the story of her succt'ss in the conversion of l,cathpn~, 11111salmans, au<I 
papists; and of the willi11,g11t>ss exhihitecl by tho,e reclaimed hrelhren to 
maintain arcordin.: to (yea he)'!IIHI) their :ihility, the onliuances of G0tl 
in the miclst of the heatht'n, This is iudeetl chi>erin,g-, it is full of hope. 
,v e are aware that it i, not sufficient to satisfr the crnvi11!{s of the Chnrch 
in Christian land8, nor woultl we wish that it should; hut still it holds 
out a mo~t animalin,g- prospect to that Church, that l11dia sl,all, i11 imita­
tion of l'olynesia and the Wat /11dies, sul:'port not only her owu :\lissions, 
but aicl in sending forth lahorers into less fa1•ore1l s11ots. The matter for 
serious consideration on the part of those who have the conduct of these 
early manifestations of Christian ent'r,g-y in I 111lia ought to he, how they 
can hest give such a tm·n to the pre,;ent state of lhin,g-s as sl,all issue in a 
large and stable amount of fruit to Gocl's glory in future yea1·s. The 
means which, under God, will tend to pl'Omole the interests and sti,hi­
lity of the Church, is to imprt'ss upon the people the neressity and duty 
of supporting theh- own Churches and of carrying on l\Jissionary opera­
tions in this land wilhout forei~•• aid, \Ve refer not me1·ely to Native 
Christian Churches, but to tlw Clwrch as a whole: but in order to effect 
this there must he a 11111ch 1leeper sympathy between the l\Jissionai·y 
cause and the Christian church. There must he more knnwlnlge of what 
is actually needed aml doing in the :\lissionary fielcl. :\lauy people at 
home are actually better acquainted with ludian l\lissions than the 
churches of this country. l\lay it uot he said, we speak tl1is to our Oll'll 

shame. A det')' fr1•/ing of responsihility in this l(reat work must he felt hy 
all- all must he impresse,I with the fact that they are witne,srs f.,r liod, 
and should he in their circle i\l issionaries for Christ. There must he no 
looking (el'en hy any class of ecclesiastics) on l\Iission work as if it wern 
an inferior, menial occupation. No; e1·ery man, whether liishop or Dea­
con, Chaplain or Lay111a11, must ft'el that the 1rnrk of :\Ji3sions is his work. 
n· e must feel so intensely in this matter that we sliall do more than 
offer a cold prayer for succt'ss, 01· rt'nder the shadow of our substance to 
God, or lahor hy proxy in tielcls white to the }i;irvest. \\'e must know 
1111cl feel aud do more, and have a more com11lete sympathy with the 
Nath·e churches hefore we can expect in lnclia to compete wilh the 
chu1·ches in the \Vest Indies a11cl Polynesia. \\'e si11cerely hope that 
the reports of the Socii>ties to which we hal'e ri>fel'l'ed at·e hut the hnalcl!> 
of many similar i11stitutio11s, yea of morn flou1·ishin~ arul succes~fu) asso­
ciatio1111. \\-' e have neither time uor space to enter into the details of 
tht'se several local ;\Jissions; hut we can commend to the prayers and 
aid of our brethren throughout the land the Oris.,a, Agra, 1'11voy, and 
other similar Societies, ancl we tl'Ust they will meet with a success equal 
to their most sanguine hopes. 

I 1.- PARE1'TAL ACADEMY, 

The 1 Ith Report ofll,e Parental Academy is before us. ,ve find that 
the numher of pupils h.is been somell'l1at reduced dul'ing the year, and 
that the expt'11dit111'e has for many years exceeded the income. The In­
stitution has in consequence been long struggling with a deiit, which if 
not speedily remove,], must he fatal to its existence. This debt has eve1· 
been a complete incubus 011 the energy of the Society; it has materially 
marred its usefulness and thrnwn a damp 01·e1· the zeal of its warmest 
supporters. We tl'Ust the time has anived when the friends of educa-
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tion will come forward and assist in liqui,lating the debt, and in placing 
the Institution upon stlf'h a footing as sh,111 enable it to com1>ete with in­
etitutious not ~o encumbl'red, and posse~sing means the most ample, to 
afford a most Jihel'nl education at the lowest rates, pl'oviJed always the 
tenets of Pope1·y al'e taught and enforced, hoth hy pl'ecept and example, 
The l'are11t11/ Academ!J was founded fo1· the special he11efit of tl,e East 
Indian community, and much of the debt has been contracted by an ex. 
ce;;s of kindness on the pa1·t of the managers towal'lls the less opulent of 
tluLt class, or in ednc1Lting and providing fur the orphan and 1lestit11te. 
\\' onld, howevel', that all the ,lefalcations in payment con Id be merged 
under this clial'itahle head. l\Jany we feal' are attached to names who 
ought to render every assistance to an institution which has heeu useful, 
arul may he still mt•re so, in guiding the youth of this city into the ways of 
virtue and truth. \\' e put it to e,•ery Protestant parent, and to every 
friend of true ,·eligion, whether at this moment, when pofiel'.1/ is using 
every art to seduce the affections of parents and children fl-0111 the truth 
by scholastic allurements,-we put it to all whether an institution in 
which the blessed Bihle is fully taught and explained, shall be permitted 
to languish,-an in,titution, too, most Catholic in its principles and 
practice, anti moreo,·er one that desenes well of Society for what it has 
done. l\lany have been the murmurs and complaints anent the manage­
ment of the school; let hut the public afford the mana~ers means ample 
for the efficient di~charge of their office, anti we douht not but the Pa­
rental Academy will stand 0111 equal to any of the scholastic institutions 
in the city. It is within our o"n knowledge, arul we state it without 
fo1· a moment wishing to cast the slightest ~hade of reproach upon other 
Protestant seminaries, that we have· seldom known an institution eq,rnl 
in numbers, in which the pupils have had such a thorough knowledge of 
the truths of ou1· holy f.,ith ; and this we think urges a strong claim on 
parents on l,phalf of the school, for it is one of the greatest hoons which 
can \,e confern,d on a child, to train it up in the way it should go, that 
when he l,is old he may not depart from it. This we helieve is done hy 
the _excellent Senetary, i\Jr. Byrn!', with all the diligrnce of a parent 
and frirud. ll"ith one word, equallr to the manager, arul teachers of the 
Institution, we commend it to the hPst fePliug·s of the c,11n111unity :­
!\lark the deep interest taken b,• all interested in its welfare to attach 
the pupils to the system of en=or taught in St. Xavier's College, aud 
learn of them how to win and fasten aroun,1 the tree of life the first 
thoughts of the min,I. "The men of this world al'e wiser in their gene­
ration than the children of light.'' 

12.-THE THEATRE. 

The ~educti ve influence of theatricals nn,1 the reformed or improved 
characte1· which their advocates have assumed for them i11 C.,lcntta, ren­
der it imperative on all who seek the ,·eligious welfare of the people to 
st:1te in what estimate such exhihitions ha\'e heen hel1l hy many of the 
wisest and hest of our race. This at least is the Juty of those who he­
Jiev~ tl,ey are in any sl1ape evils, and in every case erils which must and 
will 111c1·ease as they ai-e rPpeated or become common. One of the Judges 
of the :SuprPme Court, at the dinner iu celel,ration of the ope11ing of the 
l!_alcutta theatre, said that the theatre was the cu.,·/u.~ nw,·u,11 of the city. 
Srnce that the enterers for the public i11 theatricals ha,e in deference to 
the opiuions of a pres,; a<ll'ocating theatricals, withdrawn one piece on 
account of the anti-cus/os 111orum of some 11f its allusiuns. \\' e of cour,e 
cannot he ju1lges in this matter, but su1·ely play-loving critic, must he 
allowed to knuw what is conect ernn to the ears of thn,e who think the 
theatre the keeper of public morals. In offering the following remarks 
we have not touched on the characters of those who exhihit.. \\' e have 
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merely confinecl our~eh-es to 1he opinion entertained hy wise and g-ood 
men 011 the influence of the stage itself, both on the actors ;rnd the ancli­
ence, where it has l.11•Pn allowecl to have its full and le,dtimate sway. 
The edls attenc:laut on theatricals may 11ot i11 e1•e1·y instance be t'<p1ally 
manifest. Sometimes the st:ite of ,;ociet.y, ancl at other times the condi­
tion of the parties engai:·Pcl will he a check on the evils; l,ut when 01· 

wherc,·er :1 theatre is thrown opPn as a matter of 1•rofit and loss, ( al­
though in en•ry case, wh,·thPr pri,·ate or puhlic the principle is onP,) 
sooner or later it will attach to it those evils which ha,•p heen the bane of 
tl1PatrPs ,mcl of their al,ettors wherel'er they h1t1·e existed, Formerlr the 
iuln,cates of theatricals 111acle them a means of informing- the intelled. 
This at least 111ust l1ave cea,;ecl for some\ ime past, if w1• are to heliP1·e the 
statements of those who are ple:ulers for what is called the leg-itimate 
drama. They state that the patent theatn•s have become mere l11111ses 
for spectacle ancl huffoonery; an,1 we learn from a slight discussion in 
the puhlic prints here a fo,v clays ae:11, that light farces ancl broad fnn are 
more acceptaule here to the play-going public than the i11tellectual pro­
ductions of the legiti111ate 1lrnmatists; in foct, 1hat it is at this moment 
what it ha3 el'er bePn estet•.mecl by the following witnesses, ranging over 
a larg-e period of time, nnd comprising names which will not otherwise 
be suspected of being riµ:hteous ol'ermuch,-such for instance as Ovid 
11ml Jurewil; and some of whom can scarcelv be classec:1 with the cant­
ing l,!11,ocrite, "nd saints of the Christian Church, such as /'/11/0 ;ind A1·i.•­
totft', Pomp,·y and Lir!J, and one at least an unsolicited witness but not 
on that account the less true and welcome, ,1/rs. Butler! It may l,e 
easy fo1· some poor miserable slave to the system, who seeks to efface 
misen· hv its excitements, or who endeavours to obtain a smile at the 
expe,;se of his more mel"l'r companions, to pen a paragr;,ph of coniempti­
ble sarcasm, and to l'iclicule the sentiments of the wisest an,1 the hest; 
but such a one may remember the obsenation of the poor Christian to 
the boasting inficlel, who saitl he could destroy in onP ,lay what it had 
cost Christ anc:l his Apostles and his whole Church eightpen l,1111clrecl 
years to builc:l; upon which the poor man replied, t.liat a fool might easily 
destroy what it was not in his poll'er either to make or repair, So is it 
more easy to riclicule trnth than to meet it, more e,1sy to parry its 
thrnsts with a pun than to hrar them on the shi.,Jtl, and more e,1sy to 
turn all'nv the convictions of those who arn ifl(luce,1 to think seriou,lv on 
the nrntter hy crea1ing· a smile at the expi>nse of truth, hy caric.itui·ing­
ei1her it or its atlrocate~, than to meet the statement. with calm and 
delih!'r;,te argument. \\'hatt'H'I' may he the course pursued hy the acl­
vocatPs of theatricals. we aclclress ours!'ll'l•s to those who have not ret 
drank so 1lePp of tl11• intoxicating- stream as to he c:lcaf to the intreatips 
of friendship, or hlincl to the opinions of those who are acl111itted on all 
hands to hal'e been the friends of their ~recies. 

Tht>;itrirnls II ere tir,L 1, 1101111 at ,lt/,r11s, mu! \'et i11 that celebrated citv 
thPy Wl'l'l' soon pnil1ihit,•tl hr puhlic authorit)' .'is injurious to the ll'elfare 
of the st;ile. Two of the most e111inent philoso11hers of Greece speak 
fully agai11st them. P/,1/0 says, "Plays r"ise the passions and pen·ert 
the us<' of them, anrl of i:011st•c111e1we are tlanirerous to morality." Ari.Y­
tot ·e says, " l'l,e sl'ein;{ of comecliL•s ought to he forbidden to young 
people 1111til a~e a11,l cliscipline hal'e macle them proofa;.:ainstcleha11chery :" 
and yet it i:s lo the pl;,ys of the Greei<s ire «re clirected for the finest 
spt>ci1111•11s of theatrical t·omposition. The Homans hat! as j!Tt>at a clreatl 
of the thl'atre. l\'o public 11,eatre was :1llo"·erl for a long· time to stand 
more tlia11 a C!'rtain 1111111ber of cla\'S. Oup lrnilt bi' i\l. S11a1·era costing 
11pwanls of 11i11e mill,011s of nq,,.es w.is almost iminediately takrn ,town 
by public c1lict. J>u,upr·y the great was the first who had sufficient in. 
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fluence to prevent a tht>atre from heing tal<en down. Tacitu,, speaking 
on this suhjt'ct, savs, " the German women wp1•e g-uardt•d ag-:ainst 1lange1· 
nml prese1·;·e1I in 'tl1eir purity 1,y hnving no plar-honses among them;" 
11nd Orid, in a gra1·e work adilresse1I to A11,q11sf11s, a,hises the suppression 
of theatres a,; a ATaml scene of col'ruplion ; and G11cvcr11 Sal's, that a 
wise prince or empero1· was known hy his hanishin,g all pla1·ers and 
jestns from his presence, aml that a vicious pri111"e was disting-11ishf'1I hy 
;,.n opposite course of conduct. l\lan1· of the Emperors e,·pn spoke of 
tht• scenes of the stag-e as" unhPcoming l'xerci,es an1I effeminate al'l8 
11·hich ve1·r much corr11ple1I anrl dis~raced the stale, all() IHI'!! seminaries 
l\f all dcl's and intolerable mischi,.f in the co1111111111 wealth." Seneca 
the moralist, sa,·s, "Nothing is so destr11cli1·e of g-oorl manners or mnra1!1 
as attt'n1la11ce 011 the sta,g-e'." Li,,)', tl,e celehrat,•d historia11, refers to 
this subjt'ct thrice, and thus spt'al<s of it: "It commencer! with the 1le­
sii:·n of aiding in the worship of the g·ods, i. e. cle111011s ;" ag-ain, " It is 
a foll\• which has grown to the height of mad11ess ;" a111l again, that its 
purpose was" to ,iii! sup1•rstition." St. Au,g-ustine ag-ree, with Lit>y as 
to its origin and uses. Jn venal sa)'S that" a nrnn could not find one 
chaste wo11u111 whom he might safel)' lo,·e as his wife in all the plar­
house, arul that all who frequent st:,/;re-plays are i11famous, and forfeit 
their ::ood 11a111es." So much for the testimony of heathens. A Christian 
Juclg-e of the Supreme Court in the 11i11etee1'1th century says, that the 
theatre is the keeper of public morals. Plato, A1·istotle, 'l'acitus. Li l'J', 
and other heathen philosophers say, that it is the source of miserr, shame 
and disgrace. \\' e qon te the following as it 1·egards Christians from an 
essay recently published in America on this subject. 

"That Christians oug·ht not, in the judgment of good men of past days, 
to attend theatres, is very clear. A celebrated American said many 
years 1111:0: • Fo1· mnny ages thPre was no debate on it at all. There were 
plal'e1·s, but they !lid 11ot pretend to he Chl'istians themseh·es, and they 
lia,I neither countenance nor support from any who did.' In the aposto­
lic cons1i1utions, stag-e-players and actors ;ire en11111er11ted among those 
who are not to he a1l111itte<l to liaplislll. All the a11cient forms of bap­
tism, wl'itlt>n after the a11ostolic co11stit11tio11s, require1l a renunciation of 
all such thi11!;!S, lrnli1·i1lual writers have also from the eal'ly ages of 
Christi:rnity horne a decidetl testimony on I.his suhject. Cyprian says : 
' The scripture hath e, erlastingly cu111le111nP1I all sorts of such spectacles 
and ~ta.:e-plap.' I II another place he styles theatres ' the stell's of 
puhlic chastit)', the mastership of ohscenity, which leach those sins in 
public. Jt is not lawful for faithful Christians, yea, it is altog-ether un­
lawful to be prest'nt at these plays.' Elsewhe1·e he says: 'She that per­
chance comes a chaste ,,-oman to the play, iroes away with stained chas­
tity.' Tertullian says that' the heathen did chiefly discem who wern 
infidels 11nd who Cl11·istians. hy the latter abandoning all stage-pla)·s.' 
In another place he says: ' \Ve (Christians) renounce yo111· spect .. cles 
and staµe-plays-we have nothing at all to do with the fury of you1· ci1·­
cus, ancl the dishonesty of the theatre-we come not to your plays.' In 
another place he says : ' \Ve who compute our nobility not by blood, 
but by our manners, do with good reason renounce your sinful pleasures, 
pomps and spectacles, whose 01·iginal with 1·espect to thei1· sacredness, 
and whose pernicious allurnments to sin, we both alike condemn. For 
in your Ci,·censia11 !{ames, who can but abho1· the madness of the people 
clamoring-011 different sides? And as for your g/11diatorian di1•ersions, who 
can sit with ease in that school of murde1·? And for rou1· theatres, there 
also the extravagance is not less, but the Ie,vdness longer. For one while 
the mimic eithel' recites adulteries or exhibits them; auother while tlie 
lascidous actor plays the gallant and kindles the passion he feigns, He 
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likewise vilifies your go<lll 1,y personating their rapes, sighs an1l <liscords. 
Ancl so hy a well-dissembled SOl'rOIV and hypocritical gestures, he sets 
you a crying to the life. Thus are you mad upon murder in goo1l earn­
est, aml vet, forsooth, cannot beat· it in fahle without a tear.' Clenlt'ns 
Alexand,.-inus calls 'stage-plays, comedies, and amorous songs, teachers 
of a,lulteri,!s and ,lefilers of men's ears with fornications;' and says: 
' Kot only the use, the si11,ht, the hearing, but the very memory of stall,'e­
plays should l,e abolished.' In another place he directs Christian youths 
' not to permit their pedall,'O!!ues to lea1l them to plays or theat1·es, he­
cause they are the occasion of lell'dness, and wicke1l counsel is plotte1l at 
them.' llow much like the mo1ler11 theatre, ' wickrd counsPI is plotted 
there,' snch as is peculiarly dangernus to youn,r men ! Origen says; 
' Christians must not lift up their l')'t'S to stage-plays, the pleasurahle 
deli1d1ts of polluted e)·es.' Lactantius says: 'These interludt>s with 
which men are deliihted, and which they williugly atteml, are wholly to 
be abolished from among us, because they a1·e the l{t"eatest instigations to 
vice, and the 11111st powerful instn1ments to corrupt men's mi111ls.' Gre­
gory Nazianzen calls' stage-players the spn•ants of lewdness, aud stage­
Jilays the di,l111noralile unseemly instructions of lascivious men. who re­
pute nothing filthy hut modesty.' lie also calls ' play-houses the lasci­
vious shops of all filthines~ and impurity.' Ambrose calls' sta,te-plays 
spectacles of vauity,' aml exhorts 'Christians to turn away from them.' 
Augustine says that 'stage-plays are the suhverters of g-ooduess and 
honesty, the tlestroyers of all mo1lesty all(I chastity, the arts of mischiev­
ous villanies which even mode:;t pag-ans 1lid hlush to behold.' In auother 
place he calls them_, the cages of unclean11ess, the public profession of 
wickedness.' Epiphani11s says: ' that the catholic a1ul apostolic church 
doth reprobate :11111 forbid all theah·es, stage-plays, and all such lilce hea­
thenish practices.' Chrysostom says: ' I wish the theatres and play­
houses were all thrown down, though as to us (Christians) they lay deso­
late and rnined long ago.' 'Nothing,' says he, 'brings the oracles and 
ordinances of Go1l into such contempt as admit·ing and atteruling stage­
plays. Neither sacraments, 1101· other ordinances of Go,l, ll'ill do a man 
any good, so Ionµ- as he frt'quents stage-plays.' Bernar,l says: 'All true 
soldit>rs of Jesus Christ ahominate and rejt>ct all dicing and stage.plays, 
as \'a11ities a111l fahe frenzies.' 'I hese testimonies of i111lividnals 111·e fully 
corrobor.tted hy the ancient synods or councils, which did often prohihit, 
condemn and reprol,ate, all sorts of stage-plays ; and appoint to excom­
munication from the visible church all who attended them. The Eliheriue 
council in Spain, in A. D. 305, the council at Aries in France, in A.D. 314, 
the council heltl in the same place, in A. D. 326, the third council of 
Carthage, in A. IJ. 397, the council of Hippo, i11 A. D. :!93, the great 
African council in A. D. 408, the great council at Constantinople, in A. 
D. 6HO, and the great council in the same place, in A. D. 692, did seve­
rally and solemuly condemn every thing belonging to theatrical exhibi­
tions of e\'ery description. 

"l\Iodern ,Ii vines and synods hiLve been as little diviiled on this matte1· 
as on any other subject of Christian prnctice. Let a few men speak for 
themselves. Archbishop Usher says; 'Stage-plays offend agaiust the 
seventh commandment in many ways together-in the abuse of apparel, 
tonll,'ue, eyes, co1111tenance, gestures, and almost all parts of the bodv • 
therefore they tLat µ-o to see sue!, sights, and hear such wo,·ds, shi,.; 
their neglect of Christian duty, and their carelessne,s in sinninµ-, whe,·e­
a~ they willingly co~mit themselves to the snare of the devil.' llishop 
Collier says; 'Nothmg has been done more to debauch the age in which 
we lh·e than the stage-poets and the play-house.' Archbishop Tillotson 
says: 'The play-house is the devil's chapel, a nurse1·y of licentiousness 
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and vice; 11 recreation which ought not to be allowecl among a cil'ilized, 
much less a Christian people." Andrew Fuller says: ' the intl'oduction of 
so large II portion of heathen mytliology into the songs an1I othl'I' entt'l'tain­
mentsof the stag-e, sufficiently shows the hias of people's hearts. The house 
of God givt>s them no pleasure; but the rPs11rrectio11 of the obscenities, 
intrigues anti hacchanalian revels of the old heatlwns, :ilfo1·d tht>m ex,pii­
site tlt>light.' The synod held at llochl'lle, in A. V. 157 I, unanimously 
Yote1I that 'Cong..-egations shall be admonishe!l hy their ministers seri­
ously to reprehend and suppress, all ,lances, mummeries and interludes; 
1rntl it shall not he lawful for any Ch1·i,tian to act or hti pn•sent at any 
comedies, tragedies, plays, intel'ludes, 01· any other such sports, eithe1· in 
public or in private chamber~, considel"inl( that tl11•y have always heen 
opposed, collllemn,·d and suppressed, in arul hy the church, as bringi11g 
along with them the corruption of good ,111an11ers, especially when the 
holy scripture is profaned, which is not delivered to he acte1l 01· played, 
but only to he preached.' The \\' est minster A ssemhly numbers among 
the violations of the seventh com111ar11l111e11t 'all unclean imaginations, 
thoughts, purposes, anti affections, all corrupt 0I' filthy communications, 
or listening thereto, immodest apparel, 1111chaste company, lascivious 
songs, books, pictures, dancings, stage-plays, and all other provocations 
to, 01· acts of unclt>anness, either in ourselves or others.' llut not only 
liave the ancient heathens and the uivi11es mul councils of the church in 
eve1·y age coudemned these things. All classes of modems harn borne 
their testimony in the same way. Uyrnond says: 'The night of a play 
is the hanest-time of iuiquity where the profligate and the sensual put 
in their sickles and reap.' Sir John Hawkins, the biographe1· of Ur. 
Johnson, and an inlid1'1, observes: 'Although it is said of plays that they 
teach morality; anti of the stage that it is the mirror of human life, these 
assertions are mere declamation, anti have no fouudation in truth or ex­
perience. 011 the coutrnry a play-house and the regious about it are the 
very hot-heels of viee.' Loni Kaimes, a sl1eptic, sars: ' It requires not 
time nor much thonl(ht to discover the pobonous influence of such plays, 
whti1·e the chief charncters are d<'cke1I out with every vice in fashion, 
l1oweve1· gross, and where thei1· deformities are carefully disguiser! under 
the e111hellishments of wit, sµrightliness and g·oo1I hurno1·,' Ur. Johnson, 
speaking of Collier's view of the immorality and profaneness of the Eng­
lish stage, says: 'The wise and the pious caught the alarm, and the 
nation wondered that it had suffered irreligion :ind licentiousness to I,e 
oµenly taught at tl,e public charge.' Dryden, a Catholic, acknowledge,I 
the proµriety of Collier's remarks, and published his repentance for the 
licentiousness with which he liimself had written. Rou8seau, the infidel, 
has said some things I would not 1lare to say, viz. ' It is impossible that 
an establishment (a theatre at Geneva) so contrnry to ou1· ancient man­
ners can be generally applauded. How many generous citizens will see 
with indignation this monument of luxury an1I effeminacy raise itself 
upon our ancient simplicity! \Vhere is the imprudent mother that would 
dare to cany her daughter to this dang·erous school? And what re­
spectable ,roman would not think herself dishonored in going there!' 

"In Congress Octolier 12th, 1778: '\-Vhereas, true religion and good 
mornls, are the only solid foundation of public liberty and happiness: Re­
solved, that it be, and it is hereby earnestly recommended to the several 
States to take the most effectual means fo1· the enco1m1gement thereof 
and for the suppressing of Theati·ical entertainments, horse-1·aci11g, gaming: 
and such other diversions, as are productive of idleness, dissipation aud a 
general depravity of principles and manners.' ' 

Extract from the minutes. 
(Signed) ' CuAs. TuorusoN, Sect.' 
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"A1·e not these testimonies conclusive on the gl'eat subject under 11i~­
c11ssion? Need they be more numerous? Could they be more pointed 
and ahsolute? 

'' But we wish to aclcluce a few testimonies as to the effect of stage. 
plays on those "ho are most affectecl by them. It will 1·t>adily he ·ob­
~ervt>,I that reft'rence is had to tht' players tht>rnselvPs. Tertullian says: 
'The h,•athen, tht>mst>lves rnark.,,I actors ancl stage.players with infamy, 
ancl excliule,I th,.m from all honors a1HI tlil('nitv.' Augustine sars: i\Jen 
njt>ct from tl,e advantal('eS of l!"Od sociell·, and from all honors, the actors 
of tl,e poetic fables a11cl stage-1olayers.' Rousseau says: 'Ju all countries 
the profession of a pla,·t>r is dislwnornhle, a,ul those who exercise it are t>very 
where contemne,I.' \Vitherspoon says: 'El'en those wl,o :ire fon<l.-,t of 
theatri,,al amusements, do y,,t 1101,1 ithstancliug t>stt>em the e111plornw11t of 
playHs a nll'an and sordid profession. Their charactt>r has het'II i11fam1111s 
in all ages, ju4 a living copy ol that vanity, ol,scenity arul impiety, which 
is to he fou111l in lhl' !Jieces which th,·y represl'11t.' Thus also a Ft·t'11clr 
\\'l'iter of som,• note cluring the reig11 of wicke,lness in that la111I, nt'ar the 
close of the last century, says: 'It must app1•ar verr surprising, that even 
down to the expir,,ti1111 of th,, FrP11ch 111011a1·chr, th.-rl' was a characte1· 
of disgrace affixed to tht' profe,,iun of a player, t'speci,illy wht'n compart'd· 
with tlw ki11clred profession of preacher 01· plt'aclet·.' This same language 
was usetl i11 lamentation hy one of our olclt'st journals forty years ago. A 
mocler11 writer asks a qqestiou which each man can :uiswer or not at his 
pleasure: ' ls there a11y family of rank or high standing that woulcl not 
feel dt'grade,l by a marrial("c alliance with a stage-player?. \Vilherforce 
says: 'It is an uncl•:niahl,· fact, for the trnth of which we may safely ap11eal 
to every age ancl nation, that the situation of the performers, particularly 
those of the female sex, is remadcahly unfa,·ora\,le to the maintenance and 
growth of the religious and moral principle, and of course highly dangernus 
to their eternal interests.' Dymo11cl ~ays: ' If I take my seat in the 
theatre, I have paid three or four shilli11g·s as an iuclucement to a num­
he1· of persons to subject their pt·inciples to extreme clange1·-and the de­
fence which I make is, that I am amusecl hy it. Now we affirm that this 
defence is invalicl.' E,·eo the famous :\Irs. Frances Ann Butle1·-lmow11 as 
l\Iiss Fanny Kemble-says, in her journal : 'Acting is the very lowest 
of the arts' .... ' I acted like a wretch of course; how could I do othe1·­
wise' ... ' \\' hat a mass of wretclietl mumming mi111ickry acting is' ... ' How 
I do loathe my most impotent aud unpoetical crnft.' Surely a latti poet was 
fully justifiecl when he said: 

' The theatre was, from the very first, 
The favorite haunt of sin, though honest men, 
Some very honest, wise and worthy men, 
~laintained it might be turned to gootl account: 
And so perhaps it might, but never was, 
from first to last it was an evil place.' 

"All these testimonies, gathe1·ed from pagans, iuficlels, Christians, laity> 
clergy, poets, statt'smeu, historians, philosophers, councils, and ou1· nation­
al congress, have Ileen presented for Lim purpose of showi11g what these 
entertainments hal'e heen irt every age, as they have been rf'gularly hancl­
ed ,lown to us, and fur the purpose of cle,·eloping in a satisfactory maurrnr 
the peculiar vices which are thus nourished." 

lVliat a cliffe1·t'nt te,timony is this to that uf the learned judge before 
reverted to, ancl yet it is the te,timouy of some of the 11ob.est of our rnce 
-men whose guo<l namrs and better deeds live, while the ve1·y names aud 
deeds of thu"e who doubtlessly lampooned them to ado1il'ing audience~ are 
eutil'ely blotted out. 




