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FUNPAMENTAL RULES.

I. That the Carcurra CuRisTian OBSERVER be established on
those evangelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the
16th century were agreed.

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious denomina-
tions, shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to mo-
difv or reject all communications which may appear contrary to the
above Rules.

The Editors of the C. C. O. will feel obliged if their
subscribers, on removing from one station to another,
will kindly drop a line to the Publisher, informing
him of the change. This will save much trouble, ex-
pense, and disappointment to both parties.

Airr Communications must be post-paid.

EDITORIAL NOTICES.

The paper on Eduocation either in whole or part, next month, ¢ Junior'’
is not equal to our poetical department. * Peace with China’ has been re-
ceived with many thanks.

The Bev. J. Porter’s favour bas come to hand and shall bave a place in the
next.

The Mouthly Missionary Prayer Meeting will (D.V.) be held on Monday evening,
the 4th instant, at the Circular Road Chapel ; service to commence at sever o’ clock.

The Committee of the Christian Tract and Book Society will meet (D. V.) for the
despatch of business on Tuesday morning, the 12th jnstant, at the Union Chapel
House, Dharamtala, ’

The Church Missionary Prayer Meeting will be held (D. V.) at the Old Church
Rooms, on Tueeday evening, the 5th instaut;—service to commence at § past 7
o’clock.

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of business
on the third Thursday in every mouth, at 4 past § o’clock in the morning.

Tbe Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday of the
month at the Old Church Rooms, at £ past 7 o’clock in the evening.
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I.—Dr. Chalmers, as a Christian Philanthropist.

The name of ¢ Chalmers” has long been associated with
all that is great and lofty in intellectual and moral attain-
ment—with all that is great and beneficent in intellectual
and moral achievement. In him we have at once revealed
unto us one of nature’s own nobles—one, who derives Ais nobi-
lity from a much higher source than mere hereditary right, or
the favour or caprice of earthly sovereigns. Of the range
and versatility of his extraordinary powers, however,—or of
the number and variety of those inestimable services which
he has rendered to moral, theologic, social, and economic
science, it is not our purpose, at present, to attempt to .fur-
nish even the faintest sketch. Our simple object is, for a
moment, to glance at him in his own peculiar career as a
Christian philanthropist,

One of the first steps in that splendid career was his unan-
swered and unanswerable defence of Bible Societies. It was
indeed a defence which swept away the wretched sophisms of
the indifferent and ungodly, like chaff before the whirlwind.
It demonstrated to the world that, if such Societies threatened
to become popular, it was not from poverty of intellect on the
part of their friends, or from a drivelling irrational pietism
on the part of their champions. From Bibles the transition
was easy to the translators and distributors of Bibles, and the
promulgators of Bible truth. Accordingly, at a time when
Missions were most despised, and Missionaries held most des-
picable by the great and the wise and the mighty of this
world, he stood forth the intrepid and triumphant vindicator
of both. Take the following as a specimen of his pleading :—

VOL. I1. 41
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‘1 have,” said he, “ T have been among illiterate peasantry, and I have
marked how apt they were, in their nmirow field of observation, to cherish a
kind of malignant contempt for the men of another shire or anothier county,
1 have heard of barbarians and of their insolent disdain of foreigners. 1 have
read of Jews and of their unsocial and excluding prejudices. But I have al-
ways looked upon these as the jealousies of ignorance, which science and
observation had the effect of doing away ; and that the accomplished travel-
ler, liberalized by frequent intercourse with the men of other countries, saw
through the variety of all these prejudices and disowned them. What the man
of liberal philosoplhy is in sentiment, the Missionary is in practice, He sees
in every man a partaker of his own nature, and a brother of his own species,
He contemplates the human mind in the generality of its great elements. Ile
enters upon the wide field of benevolence, and disdaius those geographical bar-
riers, by which#:'ule men would shut out one half of the species from the kind
offices of the other. Ilis business is with man ; and let his localities be what
they may, enough for his large and noble heart that he is bone of the same
bone. To get at him, he will shun no danger, he will shrink from no priva-
tion, he will spare himself no fatigue, he will brave every element of heaven,
he will hazard the extremities of every clime, he will cross seas and work his
persevering way through the briers and thickets of the wilderness. In perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of the heathen, in weariness and painful-
ness, he seeks after him. The caste and the colour are nothing to the compre-
hensive eye of a Missionary. His is the broad principle of good will to the
children of reen. His doings are with the species ; and, overlooking all acci-
dents of climate and of country, enough for him if the individual he is in quest
of, be a man—a brother of the same nature—with a body which a few years
will bring to the grave, and a spirit that returns to the God who gave it. But
this roan of large and liberal principle is a Missionary ; aud this is enough to
put to flight all admiration of him and of his doings. I forbear to expa-
tiate ; but sure I am that certain philosophers of the day and certain fanatics
of the day, should be made to change places ; if those only are the genuine
philosophers who keep to principles in spite of names, and those only the
genuine fanatics who ere ruled by names in spite of principles.”

This is eloquence ;—eloquence, which does not lead us to
the goal by slow marches of argument, or parade of verbal
logic, or ingenious devices of subtilty. No ; it flashes upon
the subject like lightning, and at once makes every under-
standing to perceive, and every heart to feel. 1In the whole
range of Missionary literature it would perhaps be difficult
to meet with any treatise which, within a shorter space than
that occupied by the discourse now quoted, exhibits a finer
delineation of the Missionary character, or a more powerful
exposition and defence of the great object of the Missionary
cause.

But it may be, as it has already been, more than insinuated
that the noble author’s own example belies the glowing por-
traiture of his pen. Of this we never could be persuaded.
If, by general consent, he is now acknowledged, in point of
real intellectual and moral greatness combined, to be the
MASTER-MIND of his own country, if not of his own age ;—
we would further add, with little fear of coutradiction, that,
though not a Missionary himself in the ordinary literal and
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technical use of that term, in all that constitutes the real
grandeur of wide, all-comprehending, God-like philanthro-
py, he is at this moment, the leading Missionary spirit of
Christendom. As one of the few that have been raised up in
any country or age, gifted from on high with a sight of mind
that is telescopic among the millions endowed with ordinary
vision, he is constantly liable to be misunderstood in his
plans and doings. The schemes of such a man, rightly inter-
preted, would be found to affect, not Scotland or England
alone,—not the present age only—but the world and all pos-
terity. And centuries hence, the truth not less than the mag-
nificence of his conceptions, may be appreciated and admired
by the grateful descendants of those who now join the vulgar
throng in vilifying the man, and in ridiculing or condeinning
his measures.

Mighty, however, though he be in performance, his mind
is as much, if not more, of the legislative caste, than the
executive. Using  speculation” in its highest noblest sense,
he may truly be said to be at once the most speculative and
the most practical of living men. In religion and morals, as
well as general philosophy, he is an experimentalist and theo-
rist on the largest, surest scale. He first began, or rather,
God in mercy to his country and mankind, enabled him by
His good Spirit to begin with himself. His own personal
experience he generalized and instantly rendered available in
his management of human nature in a rural parish. His
rural experience he generalized and applied to the unravelling
of the more arduous complexities of an urban and suburban
population.  His rural and civic experience combined he
next generalized, and has now transferred with giant power to
the scaling of alinost insurmountable difficulties, in the erec-
tion of new churches and the establishment of a vigorous
parochial economy, with a view to effectuate and complete
the Christianization of a kingdom. But will he stop here?
We have, indeed, most woefully misapprehended the character
of the man, if he will. No: it cannot be. When, through
the blessing of Heaven, he shall have succeeded in rearing
a monument of his present labours, in the land of his fathers,
mightier and more enduring far than that of the monarch
whose boast it was, that he found the capital of his empire of
brick, and left it of marbdle : when he shall have established
the means of every where converting that ¢ bulky sediment,”
which now putresces in all the loathsomeness of moral cor-
ruption at the base of society, into materials move precious
than the gold of Ophir—materials enstamped with the name
and superscription of the King of Zion :—then, if spared by

412 .
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the kindness of a gracious God, then, it is that the church—
the world—expects that he will generalize his national expe-
rience and bring it to bear, in the full breeze of triumph, on
the countless outcast population of a globe. And if privileged
by Providence so to do, with a field so vast for the range of his
excursive powers and an object so transcendant for the sym-
pathies of his benevolent heart, is it too much to hope, that
he will be empowered from on high, to speak in such a voice
of thunder, and lighten in such flashings of love, as to arouse
all Christendom from its guilty slumbers and the awakening
natious to seek their God ?

A. D.

I1.—Mission fo the Aborigines of New South Wales, with
some Account of the tribes in the Vicinity of Moreton Bay.

The vast continent of New Holland is inhabited by numerous small native
tribes, differing considerably in habits and disposition, but evidently belonging
to one race, and in the lowest stage of barbarism. This race, of which the
purest type is found in the Papuans of New Guinea, is generally known as the
Austral Negro, and is spread, not only over New Holland, but through New
Guinea, the Louisiade, New [Jebrides, New Caledonia, New Britain, and
others, the fairest the most fertile, and least known islands in the world®*, In
the immediate vicinity of the rising British Empire of Australia, with every
advantage of scenery and climate, and a soil of exhaustless feriility, they seem
destined at no distant period to thow what European skill and energy can do,
when furnished with natural and mechanical facilities hitherto unparalleled. It
is glorious even 1o think of a British Christian empire in these lovely islands of
the sea, rolling upwards and onwards till it meets the Anglo-Indian Empire in
Asia : butitis glorious only in so far as the religion of Christ, and the blessed
fruits of that religion, follow wherever the English rule prevails.

But for this, there is nothing for the poor savage to expect but oppression,
warfare, and inevitable destruction. What the sword and the gun spare, Euro-
pean vices, and European spirituous liquors, cut down, Not to speak of races
that have perished long ago, the North American Indians are rushing to the same
fate ; the natives of the Society and Friendly Isles, of New tlolland, and New
Zealand are thinning with appalling rapidity, and the entire native population of
Van Diemen’s land (it is a thing but of yeslerday) is blotted out from the face
of the earth. Of all these there are none in a more pitiable state than the Abori-
gines of New I Wales. Driven back upon the more desolate portion of the
country where game is scarce ; necessarily at war wilh each other, somelimes
froin superstition, but more frequently for food ; scarcely clothed, and unable
10 build even a hut to cover them, it 15 100 much to expect from human nature
that they will die quietly of hunger, when the flocks and herds of their white
neighbours are at their mercy : hence resistance, bloodshed, and murder. Nor is
this all. The atrocities of the crews of whalers, and of the convict servants at
the extreme limits of the seutled districts, are almost beyond belief. Tustances
have been known of uative feinales having been carried off by the whalers, em-
ployed in every drudgery, beaten like beasts of burden, and at last tied to trees
on some desert island, or uninhabited part of the coast, and left there to perish

® The same people are found in the Andaman Islands, and im the interior of the
Malay Peninsula,
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in slow agony. Not more than three years ago, a number of overseers and
convict servants (I think sixteen in all), being annoyed by the natives, invited the
poor crentures wilh their wives and children to a feast, under the pretence of
making an agreement with them. When they were merry with eating and drink-
ing, they were secured without resistance, bound, and imprisoned for the night in
a large barn : next morning they were taken out to & neighbouring wood, murder-
ed in cold blood, men, women, and children ; and the bodies burntin fires kindled
for the purpose. But this atrocity was not suffered to go unpunished : such of
the murderers as did not escape, were appreliended, tried, and found guilty :
and, in spite of the demands, nay the menaces of a party by no means incon-
siderable, not fewer than seven of them were hanged at S8ydpey in one morming,

To the natives the crime was well known: not so its punishment. Is it
any wonder that they retaliate indiscriminately 7 Is it any wonder that a mur-
derous strife is now going on, that the whites are never safe in these districts,
and must often defend themselves by violence, and that such horrible massa-
cres, as that of the unfortunate crew of the Mariu, should from time to time
take place ? It is impossible for Government to interfere with effect or success-
fully. What more melancholy than to see a miserable savage brought before
an English court, often without an interpreler, in utter ignorance of what ig
passing, and breaking out on the scaffold into an agony of tears and entreaties,
when he first knows that heis to die. Add to this, exposure, faligue, and hun<
ger; scarcely any definite notions of God, or the future; cruel and merciless
habits, and well established cannibalism ; and I appeal to every thinking man,
whether any thing can save them except Christianity ;~—whether there is not ne-
cessity laid on us to send Missionaries to them. Little, I regret Losay, very little
has hitherto been done for them by Christian England. Scarcely a beginning
has been made, and the difficulties, from their wandering habits, are very formi-
dable. These being overcome, there is good hope of success. In many parts
of New Holland, the natives are naturally a merry, lively, and intelligent race,
with great power of mimicry, and well disposed to exercise it. Towards King
George’s Sound especially, where the best understanding has hitherto subsisted
between them and the colonists, I was much struck with their quickness and
good-humour. There they seldom wander far from the settlement, and they
voluntarily offered to leave their children with me always, if I would stay and
teach them ; and, though generally it must be allowed sufficiently ill-favored,
many of the litile boys and girls [ saw would be accouuted handsome any-
where.

The following report of a Mission to this unfortunate race will be read
with interest. It is a most clear and graphic account of the natives, and
the peculiar difficulties in the way of a Mission to them. This Mission
originated with the Rev. Dr. Lang : and now, that he has returned to Sydney,
he is lending to it the aid of his untiring energy, and powerful influence in the
colony. In addition to the German Missionaries, he has secured the co-opera-
tion of the orthodox American Presbyterian church, and one or more Missiona-
ries from America are immedialely expected. e has requested me to ask
assistance from the Christian public of Calcutta; and surely they could not
employ their money for a nobler purpose. Any subscription sent to the Editors
of the Calcutta Christion Observer or the Rev. W. 8, Mackay, will be
thankfully received and forwarded. W, 8 M.

“The Mission to the Aborigines at Moreton Bay was projected and under-
taken in the year 1837, at the instance of the Rev. Dr. Lang, who, when in
England in that year, obtained assistance for the establishment of the mission
from Her Majesty’s Goverminent, and was enabled to secure the services of a
corps of issionaries—both clerical and lay-assistant—from the continent of
Europe, who, with one or two exceptions, had been trained up for missionary
labour under the superintendence of that truly apostolic man, the Rev. Johan-
nes Gossner, of Berlin, in Prussia.
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«“ A few of the missionaries arrived at Moreton Bay in April, and the remainder
in June, 1838. At present the mission consists of two Clerical missionaries,
the Rev. C. W. Schmidt, a regularly ordained minister of the Prussian Chureh,
educated at the Universities of Hallé and Berlin, and the Rev. C. Eipper, edu-
cated at the Missionary College, at Basle, in Switzerland, and orduained by the
German and French Protestant Clergy in London, with their wives and chil-
dren, and nine assistant missionaries, six of whom are married.

 The locality which this band of labourers have occupied is that of Moreton
Bay, which, from its physical character, and from the number of natives resid-
ing in its neighbourhood, or occasionally visiting it, is peculiarly adapted for a
Mission Station, and affords every desirable facility of intercourse with the cie
vilized world ; its distance from Sydney being only 480 miles. The climate,
which is not subject to hot winds, is perhaps superior to that of Sydney. The
country flattens towards the sea-coast, and affords a vast amount of land avail-
able for cultivation, especially along the banks of the Brisbane River. The
penal settlement, called Brisbane Town, is situated on the left bank of that river,
at a distance of about sixteen miles from its mouth. The Bay is reckoned to
be from sixty to seventy miles across, over which a number of small islands are
scattered, diversifying its aspect agreeably ; some of them being covered with a
soil fit for cultivation, while others exhibit only clumps of mangroves, or cyprus
pine. RBesides the Brisbane Lliver, two.or three others empty themselves into
the Bay, of which, however, little is as yet known ; the Brisbane River is na-
vigable up to the settlement, and even still higher, but it is not accessible to
Jarge vessels, as a bar with only nine feet water on it crosses its entrance. The
narigation of the Bay itself is obstructed in a similar way, as at its entrance at
Amity Point a bar with fourteen feet water, and heavy breakers on it, very
often presents a serious impediment to vessels either entering or going to sea ;
while the sand banks within it are constantly shifting, so as to render the as-
sistance of a pilot absolutely necessary. A passage to the northward has, how-
ever, been discovered lately, and tried successfully by some vessels, both in and
out.

“ The missionary settlement is situated seven miles northward from Brisbane
town, and about two miles north-west from Eagle farm, now a Government
cattle station, but formerly an agricultural settlement and female factory. It
is, from its situation, peculiarly adapted for missionary exertions, as it lies at the
great thoroughfare of the Aborigines, when proceeding either from the north or
south along the sea-coast, as well as of those coming from the interior ; it may
safely be said, that nowhere are there so many natives met with together as at
Moreton Bay, which makes it as important a locality for a mission, as it is in
other respects a favourable one.

 The number of the Aborigines in the district is not easily ascertained, as the
occasions are rare on which they assemble in great numbers. At fights, which
have taken place in the neighbourhood of the settlement, and even of the mis-
sionary station, as many as from 200 Lo 300 have been present. They are sub-
divided into small tribes ; each of which has a certain territory allotied to it, from
which they generally derive their names. Each of these tribes may number
from 50 to 60 souls. On the right bank of the river are the Amity Point, Ma-
larbine, and Moppé’s tribe, who number, together, about 200 ; on the left are,
the Duke of York’s tribe, the Pine-river natives, the Ningé Ningé, Umpie
Boang, and Yun Monday tribes, which, including the mountain tribes in their
neighbourhood, amount to about 400 souls. The tribes are distinguished from
each other Dy the direction of the incisions which they make on their breasts
and arms ; but the fishing tribes have, from their peculiar occupation, a fleshy
protuberance on the wrist, to which they are often found referring to prevent
their being confounded with other natives.

“ The Aborigines change their place of abode very often, sometimes from ne-
cessity, and sometimes from superstition or caprice, They seldom pitch far
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from the missionary station now, whenever they are in the neighbourhood at
all. To remove from one place to another costs them little trouble, as they
luve only to fix three sticks in the form of a triangle in the ground, and to cover
them with the bark of Lhe tea-tree, of which the women have always to carry a
quanlity on their backs, as they might not fall in with any of these trees at a
place otherwise eligible for their abode. Their hut, when complete, assumes
the form of a bee-hive cut asunder in the middle, and is from three to four feet
in width, and six in diameter ; the floor being covered with a piece of the same
bark, upon which they lie down, in the only position which the shape of the hut
will allow of, namely, with the body bent into a semi-circle, One family only
occupy such a hut ; in the frout of which a fire is always kept up for warmth,
light, and cooking. Skins, and sometimes blankets, serve for their covering at
night ; but in want of these they keep themselves warm, if necessary, by lying
close together. Spears, shields, nels, water-utensils, and bags called dilly, are
generally stuck or hung up on branches of trees around the hut, or, like the
waddies and womerams, deposited in it ; but their most formidable weapon—a
stone knife or blade of steel, carried about in the girdle, or in a small dilly
under the arm—is scarcely ever laid aside. Their water-utensils are either made
out of a peculiar kind of wood, and nearly in the shape of a three-cocked hat,
or from the large leaf of a plant resembling the banana, with this difference,
that the fibres run longitudinaily, whilst those of the banana run transversely or
across the leaf ; this leaf is gathered up at both ends, each end, being made
into a bundle, through which a stick is forced to serve as a handle. Some of
these vessels will hold a gallon of water ; but generally they are not so large,
and the smallest are used to collect honey. Their camps, although irregularly
scattered over the ground, always show a distinction of the tribes, in the several
groups of huts, which are fixed at some distance from each other.

“ The Aborigines derive their food both from the animal and vegetable king-
dom ; of the former, almost every creature the bush affords is eaten, as kanga-
roos, opossums, snakes, lizards, birds, and even worms ; to which must be
added the produce of the sea, fish and shellfish, seafowl and seahogs. All these
articles undergo a certain course of preparation over the fire to singe the hair
off, &ec., sufficient, in their opinion, to make them eatable. Their cooking there-
fore resembles that of under-done meat ; but when hungry, they will not disdain
even raw flesh, and you may see them occasionally tearing asunder a small snake
with their teeth, which a few minutes before had crossed their path. From the
vegetable kingdom they derive, amongst other edibles, two roots, which consti-
tute their chief food, and which it is the daily occupation of the women to dig
out of the swamps ; the one is called Bangwall, the other Imboon ; the plants
somewhal resemble the fern tree, but the imboou is more farinaceous than the
bangwall. They are found in pieces of the size of a man’s thumb. When the
root is roasted on the fire and the black skin pulled off, it is not unpalatable ; but
to increase its relish, the good housewife has a smooth stone with which she
pounds it into small cakes, and then hands them to the different members of
her family, or to a guest if he should fancy the dish. It is a homely sight,
when you proceed in a clear evening to a camp of the black natives, Lo behold
them occupied in taking their frugal, or it may be even plenteous meal ;
for they regulate Lheir appetite by the scarcity or abundance of food at
hand. As you approach you will hear a noise as of many small hammers ;
but on coming close up to them, you find it is the busy wife or mother pound-
ing cakes for the family. Every other eatable is then produced, according as
the good luck of the day in fishing or in the chase, or from their labour other~
wise, may have filled their dillies ; but however plentiful their repast may be,
and however great the supply, no provision is made for the next day : what
they are not able to eat is given away to such as have not been so fortunate in
their exerlions. Should any of the tribes on the sea coast have been so fortu-
nate as to catch a sea-hog—called youngun—which sometimes is of the size of
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a young bullock, intelligence of the event is immediately sent along the const to
invite the neighbouring tribes to the banquet ; this lasts, belween incessant
ealing and sleeping when quite gorged, two or three days, until the whole ani-
mal is consumed ; their glutiony then obliges them to change their place of
encampment, and sometimes oftener than once, as their olfactory nerves seem
to be very sensitive, notwithstanding their voracious appetites.

““ At certain seasons the fruit of certain trees, especially a nut called bunyq
bunya, of the size of a large walnut, and at other times wild houey, which is
very plentiful in the mountains, serve them for food ; but as they are only the
children of chance, they have plenty of food at one time, and grow quite fat
upon it, while al other times they are half starving ; and (hen, in want of any
thing better between their teeth, they will chew and suck the cloth with which
they have wiped their hands and caught up drops of honey, when revelling in
this luxury. Since Europeans have cullivated the ground, and introduced
grain and vegetables, they have become exceedingly fond of potatoes, maize,
pumpkins, melons, &c. ; but they have never imitated their practice in raising
a supply of food for themselves, by tilling the ground. They prefer robbing the
gardens, if they can, to earning their bread by the sweat of their brow. Such
as have mixed much with white men will eat any thing they see them eat. They
find also great delight in smoking a pipe of tcbacco, for which there has of late
been a great demand, which has not, however, been complied with on the part
of the wlissionaries, who do not use any themselves. .

¢ More than half of their time every day is taken up in procuring their food ;
and the fishing tribes often go out in the night, or at daybreak, to their occu-
pation, for which they make up by sleeping in the day-time. If not engaged
in procuring food, they employ themselves either in repairing their nets, sharp-
ening their spears, carving their waddies, or making new ones ; or they will
idle away their timein chatting, and other playful amusements. The women
have to make their dillies, in which they carry their food and all their other pro-
perty, from a kind of long stringy grass ; their twine, for various purposes, they
twist on their knees from the inner bark of trees. Their nets are made of good
twine, and are in no way inferior to any made by Europeans. The nights are,
for the greater part of the year, taken up with dancing and singing warlike and
other songs, accompanied with peculiar movements and gestures of the body ;
one of the number beating time with two sticks, which lasts until eleven or
twelve o’clock. But very often the camp is made the scene of strife and con-
tention, which issues in blows with the waddies, and cuts with the stone-knives.
The savage nature of the Aborigines, although in their intercourse with the
whites they may be found harmless and even pleasing, is clearly evinced in their
intercourse with each other, when they are excited by hatred, jealousy, or carnal
passions.

“« At certain seasons the different tribes challenge each other to batile, of which
they are eagerly fond, and on these occasions they contrive to be dressed in
their best style. First, all the hairs over tlie body are singed off ; then a new
coat of grease and charcoal is laid on, or red ochre instead ; and the plumage
of parrots—long kept in reserve for the purpose—is stuck all over the body
either in broad or narrow streaks, as far as it will go. The hair of the head,
which is usually tied in a knot behind, is now loosened, and receives its due
proportion of grease to make it pliant, when it is dressed to render it curly with
an instrument of bone. If they have no parrot’s feathers to decorate their bodies
with, they make upon their black shining skin longitudinal streaks with red
ochre or while clay, on the arms, body, and thighs. The nose and the cheek-
bones shine with grease and ochre. A thick white reed, stuck through the car-
tilage of the nose, finishes the demnon-like appearance of these warriors, who are
by this time full of spirits in anticipation of their wond.erful_aclnevements.
Lastly, they wind their scarfs six or seven times round their waists, and fasten
the stone-knives into them, eager o express the gestures of horror or despair
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which their enemies will make when attacked, or (o imitate the howling by
which they will be terrified.

¢ Their weapons are the spear, which for battle is made very long, sometimes
ten feet, and often provided wilh a barb; the club, or waddie, which is gene-
rally round, but often carved out into sharp edges ; and the womeram. With
these weapons the natives invest their young men at the age of from fourteen
to sixteen years. T'his is done with certain ceremonies, reminding one of those
practised on conferring knighthood in former times, These young men are
then called kippers, and for the first time enjoy the privilege of taking an active
part in the fight. These fights are, generally speaking, not fatal ; it is evident
they are rather of the nalure of sports than real fights, although blood may oc-
casionally flow, and the parties profess great enmity. If they were to be
believed, you would conclude from their boasting speeches, when returning
from one of these fights, that their enemies were all slain to a man. Itis not
regarded, however, as a matler of any noment, if any one, through his own
want of skill, should receive a spear, and thereby lose his life ; but such an
event will draw after it a series of fights, through the instigation of the relatives
of the deceased, who are always anxious to avenge his death either on his anta-
gonist or on the whole tribe. They fight man to man, one or two dozen at a
time on either side ; each having (wo or three spears, and endeavouring lo
throw one of them at his antagonist, which the lalter of course is anxious to
evade, by springing from the ground. When the spear has fallen to the
ground, he takes it up and throws it back at his adversary. The greatest inter-
est is shown on such occasions on both sides, by old men, women, and chil-
dren ; and if the spears fall at some distance from the scene of action, the
women will pick them up to hand them to the combatants, whom they likewise
endeavour to excite to greater efforts by singing warlike songs. To mourn over
such as have fallen is chiefly the business of old women and near relations.
The young soon forget their grief, although they may join in the general howl
for a while ; but even if one of their relations has only received a severe blow,
the old women may be seen and heard whining for days together. The wome-
rams are most dangerous in these fights, as they are thrown with great force at
random, where the enemy is in the densest mass ; their force is, however, gene-
rally broken by trees against which they fly, but this renders them not less
dangerous, as they will sometimes break down pretty thick branches, which by
their fall hurt those below very seriously. When the combatants are tired they
retreat, and others take their place ; but as soon as either party turn their backs,
the throwing of spears terminates. After two or three hours have been spent
in this way, hunger obliges them to look out for something to eat, and they dis-
perse.

“The women of the Aborigines are in a state of the most deplorable slavery ;
they have no other idea themselves but that they are destined to subserve the
passions of the men, and at one time or other o meet an untimely death at
their hand. The smallness of their number is often a source of strife ; for al-
though they are sometimes wedded by a sort of courtship, it is the general
practice of the men to steal them, and to conceal themselves for a season with
their prize. This is particularly the case when comparatively old men have young
women as their wives ; for in such cases young men will sey, ¢ This fellow is
too old to have a young wile ; it ought to be our turn to possess such a trea-
sure.” But in these cases of elopement or stealing of wives, the robbers are
not allowed to retain their prey, unless cuts and blows have been previously
exchanged with the relations, especially the old husband who is thus unceremo-
niously dispossessed of his wife, and who will therefore make a determined
stand for his honour, Their union is therefore sealed with blood ; both the man
and the woman receiving at such times dreadful wounds across the head, back,
orarms. But woe lo the woinan who afier the death of her husband should
dare to choose for herself, or whose inclination should be against the man to
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whom either the tribe or her relations should have appropriated her ; her doom
is sealed, if she~ does not submit. She may run away, or follow another man,
but this is considered an offence for which her death only can atone ; for in
such a case either the rejected suitor or her own relations will inflict this pu-
nishment upon her. A woman stepping over a black man’s feet will certainly
be speared or beaten. When called she is to approach the men from behind,
not through the circle in which they may be sitting. Blows are their lot at any
time on the slightest provocation, and these are not calculated to improve their
temper. Some of the women, indeed, appear to have mild dispositions, but
others are very ill-natured, even towards the whites. They are very fond of
their offspring, and almost incousolable when they die. In this.case they carry
pieces of their skulls with them for a long time, and large must be the present
to induce them to exhibit them to a white person.

¢ Whether the physical or the moral condition of these children of the forest is
considered, the picture they present is one of gross darkness and misery. Their
God is their belly : their will, or rather their passions, are their law, as long as
they are able through violence and cruelty 10 maintain their point ; and the
testimony of Scripture, that ““ the dark places of the earth are full of the habi-
tations of cruelty”” finds in their case an awful verification. There is no man
who appears to exercise any authority over them ; and their obedience to the
laws of Britain extends only so far as they see a necessity for submission, from
their dread of superior power. It is difficult lo say what their own idea eilher
is or was of a Supreme Being, as they have for upwards of fifteen years past
been in contact with Europeans ; at all events they have learned to swear by
that God, of whom they are ignorant as a God of truth and mercy. Certain it
is that they believe in the immortality of the soul, and the existence of evil
spirits. Of thunder and lightning they are exceedingly afraid ; they will on no
account pronounce the name of one that is dead, and they seem to hold that after
death they will be like the whites, and that all white men have been black fellows
before. Since they have heard of England they imagine that it is the place of
their regeneration or metamorphosis.

¢ The intercourse of the Aborigines of Moreton Bay with the population of &
penal settlement has, as may be expected, been of no benefit 1o them. Itis
only to be wondered at that they are no worse than they are. Yet it must be
owned that some advantage has arisen even from this intercourse, aithough it is
one of the negative kind, viz., to make them accustomed to association with
white men. The condition of the female part of the native population has,
however, become decidedly worse than it was before ; for, in addition to the
slavery in which they are held by the tnen, they are now made prostitutes by
them, and have tlius been the means of bringing diseases among them which
were formerly unknown ; especially that shocking malady which Divine Pro-
vidence has wisely ordained as the due reward of Proﬂigacy._ Tl!is disease is
producing sad effects among them ; and at a certain age their children are all
more or less affected by it, and often become Lhe viclims of the disease.

«The intellectual faculties of the Aborigines are by no means lo be despised.
Their enterprise and cunning often call for admiration ; but their langgage, ‘as
may be expected, is very meagre, as their ideas go no farther than (heir wants
or employments. The following is a specimen of their dialect :

Biro (term of ad-} & Durkanbean - - Cane
dress) - - ! Moyum - - - Paper, book
Maler * - - - Men Dourour - - - Net
Byng - - - - Father Dingal - - - Tat
Butang - - - Mother Waiaroo - - - Ilungry
Awang - - - Brother Nangka - - - Hot
Tading - - -  Sister Danton - - - Cold
Dualo, or goyum -  Fire Moarumba . - Good?

® A further specimen will be given next month.
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“ The labours of the Missionaries have hitherto, from sheer necessity, been
confined in great measure to the preliminary operations of clearing ground,
erecting houses, and other buildings, and fencing in, and breaking up ground
for cultivation. Their settlement is situated on a hill, from which they have
given it the name of Zions-hill ; it consists of eleven cottages with inclosed
yards, kitchens, storehouses, &c. : these cottages are built in a line on the ridge
of the hill from east to west, In front of the houses small gardens are laid out
down the hill towards a lagoon ; at its base, and inthe rear of the yards, larger
gardens run down on the opposite descent. The houses are either thatched or
covered with bark ; the walls are built with slabs and plastered with clay both
inside and outside, being whilewashed wilh a species of white clay found on
the spot, and mixed with sand. The ceilings are formed of plaits of grass and
clay wound about sticks laid across the tie-beams, and floors of slabs smoothed
with the adze ; each cotlage having two or three rooms and one fire-place.

¢ The cultivation of the soil was resoried to with two objects in view ; first, to
lessen the expense of the Mission by deriving support from the produce of the
land ; and secondly, to secure a sufficient supply of food for the Aborigines,—
because it soon became obvious that no influence whatever could be exercised
over them without this preliminary, as their time is almost entirely taken up in
procuring their livelihood by hunting and fishing ; and consequently they can-
not be expected to stay with the Missionaries, and be sent away fasting at last.
It was.also no less evident, that in no other way but by their own labour could
food be provided for this purpose ; as they could not think of issuing food
gratuitously with their scanty means ;—besides, the Aborigines would have de-
rived no benefit from such a system : the plan was therefore at once adopted,
not to give a particle of food without at least some labour being done for it ;
and thus were the nalives obliged to earn their bread by the sweat of their brow.
The manner in which they are employed varies according to their ability and
strength ; the men will fetch sheets of bark, timber, and saplings ; they will
assist in felling trees, in splitting and cutting timber ; they break up the ground
with the hoe, plant potatoes, and till them ; they felch fire-wood, and chop it
in the yard, and they bring waler for the kitchen ; in short, they will do any-
thing they are set to do. They must, of course, be fed during the day, and
receive in the evening, or when they have done their allotted work payment
in articles of food, as polaloes, maize, meal or maize-cakes, fish-hooks, or
tomahawks, butthe latter only in extraordinary cases. If they bring fish or
honey, twine or birds, for sale, they are paid extra for these articles. So much
are they accustomed to this treatment, and at times, at least, so willing to submit
to it, that they often solicit employment, and some of them may be as much
depended upon a8 any European day-labourer, to make their appearance every
morning as long as they are in the neighbourhood ; or they will tell beforehand
that to-morrow they will be absent, but will return one or two days thereafter.
The women and children make themselves no less useful, and the former can
even be more depended upon than the men ; for as they have to provide for the
family in every way, they find it better to work for a certain price than to goat
random into the swamps, where they will probably find scarcely suflicient to
bring home at night ; in which case they are obliged to practise total abstinence
themselves. There is therefore every prospect that the Aborigines at Moreton
Bay will be induced to cullivate land for themselves under the superintendence
of the Missionaries, as soon as the laller have the means of repaying them for
their labour in the same way as if they were employed on behalf of the Mis-
sion. DBut the Missionaries have hitherlo been prevented from doing what they
wished in this way, and what they might otherwise have done, from the want
of funds ; which has prevented them from procuring working cattle to till the
ground and raise grain sufficient for their own subsistence ; and the scarcity of
food, which was the necessary consequence at the Mission station, obliged
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them to be very sparing in availing themselves of the labour of the Aborigines,
lest they shpu]d have nothing to subsist on themselves.

“The Missionaries, however, do not consider that they have done all that is
requisite when they have got the means of atiracting the Aborigines, and in-
ducing them to stay with them whenever they are in their vicinity ; this is only
one part of their object : they wish to follow them in their wanderings,— for
they are often absent for months together,—-10 yo amongst them in their camps,
and there to preach to them the everlasting gospel. The means of gonciliating
!he_Abongines, viz,, through a supply of food in reward of their ltf\)our, is an
indispensable requisite ; but 1o follow them in this way for their spiritual wel-
fare, is an imperative duty. The number of the Missionaries at the setlement
15 in this respect of great advantage, as some of them can stay at home for the
protection of their families and property, as well as for maintaining intercourse
with such of the Aborigines as may visit the station, while the others are fol-
lowing the wandering tribes either along the sea-coast or into the mountains,
on their errand of mercy and salvation. They cannot but regret that their
direct missionary efforts of this kind have hitherto been so few ; but the truth
is, that as these direct efforts are entirely dependent for their practicability on
the outward facilites which the Mission generally could afford for carrying
them on, so much time and labour have hitherto been required for procuring
food for themselves, by the cultivation of the ground, that they have been un-
able to devote so much of their time as they anticipated at the outset, to the
proper and immediate objects of their Mission, Such journeys of the kind
described, however, as have actually been undertaken among the Aborigines by
the Missionaries, have apparently told well upon them ; and efforts have also
been made to preach the gospel to them. What influence private conversation
about God and divine things may already have had on their hearts, it is impos-
sible to say ; but they often attend divine service, and they conduct themselves
on such occasions with great propriety : the singing pleases them very much,
and they imitate it with success. The imperfect acquainiance of the Mission-
aries with their language, which has hitherto been a great hindrance to their
work, is an evil which is gradually lessening ; and when they have acquired
the requisite fluency in the use of their rude dialect, no obstacle shall prevent
them from carrying the gospel to these children of the forest, and proclaiming
it in their ears. A school, for the instruction of the children, would have been
in operation some time since, had the Missionaries had a sufficient supply of
food to give at least a few potatoes or a piece of maize-bread to each child ;
without which a school cannot be carried on. )

« Such, then, have been the situation and experience of the German Mission-
aries at Morelon Bay, for the last three years. They are here presented Lo the
Christian public throughout the Colony, with a view to interest Lhose who know
and love the Lord, and who rejoice in his salvation, on behalf of this Mission,
that through their liberality the Missionaries may be enabled to carry into effect
more vigorous measures than their past circumstances have rendered practicable
10 enlighten these benighted heathen. The Colonial Government have allotled
& section of land for the use of the Mission, and have efforded pecuniary aid
hitherto o an amount equal to the contributions of the public ; but from the
condition of the Presbyterian Church in the Colony during the last three years,
the funds available from both of these sources have s yet been quite inade-
guate to place the Mission on an efficient footing. A moderate effort on the
part of the public al the present moment would go far to extricate the Mission
from its embarrassments, and enable the Missionaries not only to support them-
selves for the future, at least in great measure, but Lo have a supply of food at
their command for attracling the nalives, and thereby affording them oppor-
tunities of dispensing to them the bread of life while they offer them the bread
that perisheth. Amidst all their toil and troubles, the Missionaries have great
reason to acknowledge, and they do so with unfeigned gratitude, that Divine
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Providence has often appeared in their behalf, and that help has come to them
aguin and again from quarlers from which they least expected it. They are not
conscious, therefore, of any abalement in their zeal, but are determined to go on
in the strength of the Lord, and to fulfil his divine command in reference to
these perishing heathen. They are resolved to maintain their ground, as long
ag they are not driven from it eilher by force or famine; but they solicit, for the
sake of their work, for the sake of their Lord, the co-operation of the Christian
public, not only in the way of pecuniary help, but also in that of their prayers.
Were Lhey seeking their own, there would be ample opportunity for their indi-
vidual aggrandisement in this Colony ; but they choose rather to continue poor,
in imitation of him who became poor for our sakes, that through his poverty
we might be rich.”

I1I.—Memorial to the Right Honourable the Governor General
of India in Council.

[N. B.—It has often been our lot to direct the attention of our readers Lo the
peculiar difficulties which tend to impede the progress of truth in general, and
Divine truth in particular, in this land of heathen darkness. Of these, some are
internal, and some, erternul, The former can never be removed save by the
spread of knowledge and the effusions of omnipotent grace. Among the latter
there are some which fall legitimately within the control of Legislative inter-
ference—some, which it is possible for a patriotic and enlightened government
to modify, mitigate, or wholly remove. Of this description there are three, of
which special and even elaborate notice has been taken in our numbers for
November and April last. These are, the rights of parents, the laws of inheri-
tance, the marriages of converts, It was then distinclly stated that the notices
in question were prepared with the specific design of making them the basis of
a memorial to the Governor General of India. A memorial was accordingly

repared, and signed by every Missionary of every denomination in Calcutta.
?n consequence of the importance attached by the friends of Chrislianity to the
objects of the memorial it was deemed Lest, if agreeable to the Governor Gene-
ral, 1o have it presented to his Lordship by a deputation consisting of one
member to represent each of the great Christian denominations, now engaged in
the work of Missions in this part of India. To this proposal, bis Lordship, at
once and with the utmost frankness, consented. The deputation, cousisting of
the Rev. Drs. Yates and Duff and the Rev. Messrs. Lacroix and Inues, waited,
by appointment, on Lord Auckland, about the end of April last. We do not
reckon it either proper or necessary to allude farther to this long and interest-
ing interview, than simply (o state, that his Lordship received the members of
the deputation with his accustomed urbanity and courtesy—that he listened
with the greatest patience and deference to all the statements and explanations
offered on the occasion—that he put many questions, with the view of eliciting
additional information—and that he at once agreed .to submit the memorial to
the consideration of the Law Commission. Of the memorial itself, duly signed
as already stated, the following is a copy, which we publish for the satisfaction
of our readers. ]

To the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council.

The undersigned memorialists beg permission to state : —

1st. That your memorialists are deeply interested in the welfare of
their Indian fellow-subjects, and specially of one class of them al-
ready numerous ; daily increasing ; and likely, (as is to be hoped and
expected) to embrace eventually the great body of the people,
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2nd. That the class of men referred to is that important and influ.
ential one, which consists of those, who, through the natural and
inevitable operation of the educational and other measures now pur-
sued by Government, public societies, and private individuals, have
been driven to repudiate the irrational vites and forms of idolatry and
superstition : as also of those, who, besides abandoning the hereditary
creed of their fathers, have been led, through the light of divine
knowledge brought home to their understandings and hearts, openly
to profess the Christian faith and become members of the Christian
church.

3rd. That this twofold class in common with others, not of the
Hindu or Muhammadan persuasion, such as East Indians, Greeks,
Jews, Parsis, and Armenians, at present labour under sundry legal
disabilities of a specific character, and are also left in reference to
many other momentous civil concerns and relationships without any
laws to guide and direct them.

4th. That among the grievances more immediately referred to and
loudly and very generally complained of, may be specified the follow-
ing :—

(1st.) The effects of the coercion, and it may be cruelties, to which
the religious bigotry of parents and guardians may subject those
under legal age, who, as tbe result of enlightened conviction arising
from improved education and other means, are impelled to renounce
their ancestral religious opinions and adopt others instead.

(2nd.) The loss or total forfeiture of lands, goods, and other pro-
perty to which such conscientious renunciation may (in certain cir-
cumstances and particular localities) render them liable.

(3rd.) The defects of the laws relative to marriages and rights of
inheritance, of all classes of persons who may not be of purely Bri-
tigh, Hindu, or Muhammadan descent.

5th. That the classes of our Indian fellow-subjects now mentioned
are already much oppressed under the foregoing and other similar
grievances, and are likely to be yet more oppressed, and that therefore
speedy relief and adequate remedy is anxiously desired and earnestly
praved for.

6th. That as a full enumeration of particulars would prove of too
great length for insertion in the body of this memorial, a statement
of the more prominent facts, natural principles, legal enactments,
and remedial suggestions, will be found in the documents appended*.

7th. That should your Lordship in Council be too deeply occupied
with other national affairs to allow the present subject to engage your
pereonal attention, your Lordship is respectfully and humbly requested
to refer this memorial with the appended documents to the Law Com-
missioners ; with a recommendation that they take it into immediate
and serious consideration, and prepare without delay the dralts of
general and comprehensive laws, by which the grievances to which
attention has now been directed, may be removed and appropriate
remedies applied.

* These documents consisted of the papers already inserted in the Observer,
in the numbers for November and April last.
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8th. That, as the names of some of your Lordship’s predecessors are
destined to go down to posterity enshrined in the heartfelt homage
of tens of thousands of the native inhabitants of her Britannic Ma-
jesty’s Indian Empire, who, in consequence of the peaceful and patri-
otic reform of abuses, have been delivered from the tyranny of many
a prescriptive usage and the arbitrary exaction of many a despotic
law ;—your memorialists earnestly hope that your Lordship will be
privileged to bear away from these vast realms some similar civic
trophies, and, not content with the crown of conquest, will be led by
an overruling Providence, to seek a more true and lasting fame
in the redress of oppressive grievances, the amelioration of barbarous
legal codes, the purification of the founts of equitable right and ju-
dicial power, and the grateful tribute of admiration and esteem spon-
taneously rendered by a relieved and benefited people, and re-echoed
in hearty response from age to age. ‘

Of the due delivery of the above memorial to the Law Com-
mission the following is the official notification :—

To Rev. A. Duff and other Missionaries.
GENTLEMEN,
Legislative I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of a memorial
Department. § to the address of the Right Hon'ble the Governor General
of India in Council with enclosures, relating to certain grievances
under which native converts at present labor, and to state in reply
that the papers have been referred to the Law Commission for their
counsideration.
I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your most ohedient servant,
T. H. MADDOCK,

Secy. to the Government of India.

Council Chamber, the 10th May, 1841.

IV.—Infringement of the Sabbath, or the compulsory attendance
of Native Christians at the offices of Police Darogahs on the
Sabbath day.

We have often had occasion to revert to the civil disabili-
ties under which the Native Christian community are placed,
solely from their profession of the Christian faith ; the follow-
ing correspondence forwarded to us from a missionary of the
Baptist Society, laboring in Jessore, exhibits another phase
of those disabilities, in the forced violation of the Sabbath,
through the tortuous persecution of the heathen. As in
the question of marriage aud divorce, the laws of inheritance
and the like, as far as this Government is concerned, it would
appear it is useless and hopeless to appeal for redress, and
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except the administration of Government in reference to
Native Christians be placed generally on a more liberal basis,
our poor brethren must in patience not only suffer wrongfully
in the spoiling of their goods, but in the violation of their
consciences, and in defiance of the commandments of their
Lord.

To the Judges of the Sudder Nigamut Adaulut, Fort William.
GENTLEMEN,

The public observance of the sabbath by the servants of the state
being recognized by the British Government, I feel it my duty as a
Christian Missionary, to bring to your notice, the desecration of the
sabbath by the police darogahs. These officers, T should suppose, were
never directed to abstain from the performance of general public business
on the sabbath, as the subordinate officers of the civil department are
prolibited by a late circulur order. Hence the present anomaly which
exists under a Christian Government, of a portion of their servants ob-
serving, and the other portion violating, the sabbath under the colour of
public sanction. This lamentable circumstance perhaps has never
occurred to the authorities, who as Christians, it is to be presumed, could
never intentionally permit the public desecration of the Lord’s Day.

With certain exceptions, such as the apprehension of heinous offenders,
&c. and the preservation of the public peace, all other business within
the province of the darogahs can, in my humble judgment, be suspended
on the sabbath without much public inconvenience. 1f the magisirate’s
kacheri is closed on the sabbath, I suppose no objection can exist to the
subordinate police officers’ kacheri being likewise closed.

The interesting subject in question attracted my attention a short time
ago, while I was on a visit to a section of my church consisting of native
converts situated in the mufassal. The darogah of the thind Nyabdd being
engaged at thetime in conducting a certain local investigation, summoned
two or three of my converts to attend his kacheri on the sabbath for
the purpose of taking their depositions. 1 of course objected to send
them, but engaged that they should wait on him on the following Mon-
day morning. As Christianity prevails in India, the native converts are
likely frequently to be annoyed by the darogahs, who, being heathens
and not being restrained by any rule from committing the breach of the
sabbath, may cumpel under a sense of duty, the native Christians to
break the sablath by attending to the police orders. Under such circum-
stances permit me, gentlemen, to solicit you, most respectfully, to take
the subject into your rerious consideration, the result of which 1 gnpcerely
pray may be a decision in favour of the expediency of prohibiting the
police darogahs from transacting all unimportant business on the sabbath.

I have the honor to be, &c. &c.

Reply from the Register of the Court.
Sim,

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th
ultimo. .

2. Inreply I am directed to inform you, that it is not within the
power of the court to issue a general order of the nature contemplated
by you, this can only be done by the Government, or under its express
sanction.

3. At the same time the court desire me to state, that they are pre-
cluded from recommending to Government the adoption of such 8 mea-
sure, as that advocated by you, as they consider it extremely difficult,
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under existing circumstances, to lay down any rule for the guidance of
the subordinate police officers in regard to the subject of your letter.
There are certain police duties, such as the apprehension of heinous of-
fenders, inquests on bodies in cases of unnatural déath, the preserva-
tion of the public peace, which the- police officers must perform on the
sabbath as well as on any other day of the week—and the difficulty of
denling with the subject consists in the necessity of adopting a rule in-
volving dislinctions, the determination of which must in each case be
left to the police officers themselves, who it cannot be questioned are not
the persons best qualified to judge of them,

4. The court, however, fully recognizing the impropriety of a darogah
unnecessarily summoning a Christian to atiend at his office on the sab-
bath, are of opinion that each case of the kind should be dealt with,
as it occurs, and they have no doubt, that on such an occasion, should the
attendance required be clearly shewn to have been unnecessary the magis-
trate, on u proper representation being made to him, would prohibit a
repetition of the proceeding.

I have the honor to be, &ec.
Fort William, 9th July, 1841. :

Respecting the foregoing documents, the Missionary writ-
ing to a friend in Calcutta, observes—

Now, my dear Lrother, I shall occupy your valuable time for a short
space regarding the subject of the infringement of the sabbath. My let-
ter to the judges and their reply will put you in possession of every infor-
mation. 1 wish to draw particular attention to the last paragraph of the
judges’ letter,—the remedy pointed out for the evil, by them, is no reme-
dy at all. After a poor Native Christian has been compelled, contrary to
his conscience, to break the sabbath, he must lay his case befoge the ma-
gistrate ; what can this officer then do? Ile cannot reprimand the daro-
gah ; the most the magistrate can do under present circumstances, is to
prohibit the darogah, when a representation of the nature above alluded
to is made, not in future to molest a Christian on the sabbath. Another
darogah may take the place of the one who was prohibited to do so, and
other circumstances, such as a long lapse of time, may intervene before
another case occurs, and thus prevent the magistrate’s hukam being
carried into effect.

Another Disability—Mufussal Law and the Operation of a
certain Criminal Regulation.

Another disability under which the native Christian commu-
nity labors, is embodied in the following extract of a letter
from the same missionary. It is an evil under which the
heathen in comuon with the wnative Christian community
labors, but it falls with greater force on the Christian than on
the heathen, for this reason,—the enmity of the latter is so
ingenious and persevering that they will, for the very purpose
of injuring the native Christian community, drive them into
litigation by acts which wmay be highly destructive to their
interests, yet very difficult of proof. The evil of which we
now complain i8 this,—an aggrieved party or the party put-
ting in a complaint, whether that complaint have reference to
a common Dbreach of the law or murder, must bear all his own
expenses, those of the witnesses and the accused,and to pro-
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vide for them while at the seat of justice. This evil is increas-
ed, as our correspondent very justly remarks, by the paucity
of wmagistrates and judges—sometimes it may be, a party will
be kept a month or even longer, far from hotwe, and with a
posse of witnesses, or the villains that have plundered him
or otherwise interfered with his interest, dependent on his
purse. The proposition of our correspondent is reasouable
enough, that the Government in the first instance should bear
the amount of costs of both parties previously to the com-
mencement of the trial, and ultimately make the guilty party
pay the whole of the costs—for it is indeed a hardship that iu
addition to the loss of property or whatever it may be, a man
should be saddled with the whole expense of prosecuting the
delinquent. Let us illustrate the matter by an actual case—
a charge of debt is brought against a native Christian for
arrears on land, which land he and his family had held for
generations ; on his becoming a Christian, false pottahs are
made out and sworn to in order to deprive him of his posses-
sions; he is summoned to auswer the charges, waits for
many days in the neighbourhood of the judge—is told that
his case cannot come on for some time; poor and unable to
remain he ventures to return to his home for a day or two :
immediately he has departed, threugh the chicanery of the
pative officials of the court, his case is called for and being
absent, he is sentfor by the chaukidérs, fined for contempt of
court, and, in default of payment, imprisoned and mulcted in
the whole of the costs ; his enemies in the mean-while, having
obtaived his imprisonment, carry out their wicked project
with success, and he returns to his village plundered of his
estate, broken in spirit and witheut the hope, save in removal
from his uative place, of obtaining even a small subsistence.
This is mufassal justice; nor is it an isolated case, it is not
the exception; nay, we fear it is the rule, and who shall
wonder, when we find but one magistrate to a million of
people ! 1!

The present inefficient state of the judicial system renders the opera-
tion of a certainn criminal regulation highly oppressive to parties in gene-
ral, but especially to Native Christians.

A heathen can persuade his neighbour to come forward and give his
evidence, but none of them will come forward for a poor Christian, so that
unless a heathen is compelled by the arm of the law to appear to give his
evidence, he will not do so willingly : especially for an outcast, as
Chiistians are considered to be in some places. It is proper, I say, that
a witness should receive his khorék, but that Government ought to bear
the expense in the first instance, and when the case is decided, the party
who is cust, should pay the expenses of the feeding of the witnesses, &ec.
But the enormous expense for feeding the witnesses is created by the
inefficient state of the judicial systemn., We have for a million or up-
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wards of inhabitants n single magistrate, consequently what might have
been accomplished in a week or so, if there were more magistrates,
requires under the present system two to three and even four months.
As the evil originates from the measures of Government, it is but right
that, instead of making the poor payfor fecding the witnesses from two to
four months, the Government should bear this unnecessary expense, or
make the defendant, if cast, pay such charges as a punishment,

A short time nago, Saddnanda, a new convert, was arrested under a
fulse complaint of debt, on the subbath ; and taken to a certain t4-
Jikdar's kacherf, where he was kept in durance vile, for nearly
three days, snd met with cruel treatment; his hands were tied
back, and beaten unmercifully with the fist, so that he might have
no marks upon his body. ‘When he regained his liberty, he relat-
ed to me his tale of woe, and I of course took the necessary steps
to have the delinquents brought to punishment. On his petition the
Magistrate, who is a most upright and courteous man, passed the
usual order, viz. ¢ that the complainant deposit two rupees for each wit-
ness’s khordki, when a parwanah will be issued for their appear-
ance.” Now [ found Saddnanda had named five witnesses, and that the
expenses of prosecution would be as follows :

Five witnesses, .......ccvvvvvunann, e, Rs. 10
Piy4d4’s wages, &ec., ....... fede et e it ea e, 2
12

If the case could not be decided within one month, the
complainant would have to deposit more for expenses of

klLorgki for another month, ........ Veeean PR Rs. 10
22

Complainant’s loss of labour while attending the Court two
MONLRS, « . veisieeenneecasvonearenennnnn [P 6

Total, Rs. 28

How can any poor man afford to pay such high charges? he must ruin
himself or starve, or beg, or he must suffer every injustice and oppres-
sion in utter silence.

V.—A4. D. and Lord Auckland’s Educational Minute.

[We have deemed it advisable to hand over the communication of < D. M.”
o “ A. D.” in order that he might at once reply to his observations, and thus
bring the discussion within a narrow range. Our correspondent will, we are con-
fident, approve this plan rather than that the matter should be kept under dis-
cussion ad infinitum in a monthly periodical.—Ep. C. C. 0.]

T'o the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
DeAxr Sirs,

As you have frequently enforced the opinion that where
charges or arguments are advanced in a public print, they
should be replied to or commented on in the same, I venture
to solicit a corner for the following remarks on the papers

which have appeared in your magazine under the well known
412
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signature of A. D. in condemnation of Lord Auckland’s minute
on education. The point to which I would refer is the proposed
introduction of the Christian religion as a portion of the course
ofinstruction.  Aund although I must confess that I have been
surprised no less than grieved by the systematic spirit of de-
traction which pervades those letters, even in regard to points
and persons not imwmediately concerned, yet entertaining as I
do, feelings of the highest respect for their author, I would
not have broken silence upon this ground, and am solely led
to do so from a deep conviction that the success of the cause
which I have most deeply at heart, is intimately concerned
in this question. (1)

I would ask then, of the author of those letters, with re-
ference to the troubles and excitement which we witnessed
not very long ago in consequence of the conversion of two
Parsi youths at Bombay, and which have more recently been
renewed at Madras from a similar cause, what he conceives
would have been the probable results, if the youths in ques-
tion had been avowedly converted in a Government institu-
tion? Does he think that the ferment would have subsided as
it ultimately did on those occasions? And can he conscien-
tiously declare that he would desire to see the heads of the
British Government charged by the populace, as they must
then have been, with being the intentional causes of what
they regarded as a gross infraction of their domestic peace?
For myself I must declare my belief that a handle would thus
have been afforded to the bigotry and fanaticism abounding
through the country, which would render the force of their
uprising irresistible—that the part of Government and its of-
ficers would have become a most difficult and invidious one,
and that the cause of education, to say nothing of other in-
terests, would in consequence have received a shock, from
which, without a change of system, it could not have re-
covered. (2)

To put the matter into a more argumentative shape. We
well kuow that the progress of conversion and the introduc-
tion of a new religion or even the attempt to do 8o, is certain
to beget violence in various shapes, and of necessity Govern-
ment must in all caves be the -arbiter. If then this Govern-
ment have previously itself taken a direct and active part,
such as that which bas seriously been proposed, in promoting
this eause of irritation ; can it be reasonably expected that
the people will bow to its decision as an unprejudiced arbitra-
tor ¢ If not, what must be the probable consequence ?—Nay
more than this, although the conscious purity reigning in the
breast of an enthusiastic minister of the gospel, may lead
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him to anticipate naught but blessings from the acts of a
Christian Government so impelled ; yet, does the history of
nations, Heathen or Christian, past or present, enable us to
regard with complacency the investing with proselyting pow-
ers those secular bodies who rule over (humanly speaking) the
destinies of a nation? (3)

If, then, it be concluded, as I feel assured it may, that no
consideration will ever induce the British Government in In-
dia to take that part in the matter which has been urged on
it, or the British nation to confer on it the power to do so;
are we forced to sit down in despair, under the conviction
that all then is vain and injurious? That in fact the only
other alternative is the preferable one for Government to
adopt, viz. to withdraw altogether from the work of education ?
Surely it cannot be so—A. D. is well acquainted with the
High School of Edinburgh, and the numerous other national
day-schools of Scotland, into which mention of religion is
rarely or never introduced ; unless, perhaps, through the me-
dium of the mythological absurdities of the classics ; why then,
constrained as we are here, should the introduction of an
aualogous system be considered as altogether abominable
and antichristian ? None, I think, will deny that it can pro-
duce most valuable and important fruits; however inferior to
the direct inculcation of that wisdom which is from above;
and A. D., I believe, himself allows that some of his most
willing and interesting listeners when he has preached the
gospel, have been pupils of Government schools, where reli-
gion is not taught ; whom he has had an important share in
eventually turning from darkness into light. (4)

Granting, then, that the educational establishmeuts of Go-
vernment will continue to extend on the principles on which
they have been begun; and that for some generations to
come, if not to all time, they will continue to bear an enor-
mous proportion to all the combined educational efforts of
societies and individuals; one consideration yet remains
which appears to me to be franght with fearful practical im-
portance, viz. that if the opinions which have recently been
enforced with so much of impetuosity and denunciation pre-
vail, the result will be that all devout persons will withdraw
themselves fromn these establishments; the supervision of
which would then devolve either upon infidels and deists, in-
different about God’s religion, or on inveterate Hindus and
Musalméns. This consideration it is, in fact, alone, which has
induced me to address you; and it is one on which I would
entreat of the ministers of the gospel setiously to reflect. (5)

Next to direct religious instruction, 1 have long been con-
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vinced that by far the most important point to be observed, is
that the preceptor be himself a man of devotional feelings. In-
deed 1 have sometimes been tempted almost to doubt whether
the effect of example on the part of the master, the tender-
ness of heart, and purity of action, which will distinguish
a devout teacher, may not in the end have a more powerful
effect than even direct precept, to make the pupils feel ihe
importance of heavenly things and instil into them a desire to
seize all available means of instructing themselves in a reli-
gion which begets such fruits. But oh ! how different the result
where the teacher leads them to regard religion and a future
world as matters of indifference; and science and literature
all in all! and how shall we have to reproach ourselves if the
national establishments, instead of a powerful engine for good,
become, by being an object of aversion to virtuous men, an
extensive source of the most noxious and soul-destroying
influences. Within my own experience, I have already met
with ingenuous and seriously-disposed young men whom these
discussions have disposed to believe that connection with a
Government education establishment is unsuitable for a true
Christian. I view the exteusion of such a sentiment with the
greatest possible alarm. In the earnest hope that you, Sirs,
and your readers, will seriously consider this matter, I remain,
dear Sirs, with all Christian regard, faithfully yours, (6)
D.

(1) A. D.too has been “ surprised no less than grieved” that a person of
the general good sense indicaled by D. M. should have allowed himself to be
so far caught by the infectious cant and slang of an ungodly world, as to
wrile in this unwarranted and offensive manner. Nothing but his being ante-
cedent ly wedded 10 tbe Guvernment sysiém and saturated with its noxious prin-
ciples ‘can account for it. It is an additional proof of the blinding and
perverting influence which partizanship ever exercises on the moral judgments
even of good men. In A. D.'s letters there is, as there ought to be, arighte-
ous condemnation of what is demonstrubly wrong ; but nothing, nothing, which
can_fairly be construed into a * systemalic spint of detraction.” This 1s mere-
ly an expression of wholesale ubuse which should have been left to the monopoly
of ungodly men, as it never was more grossly mis-applied. In his own secret
consciousness, A. D, feels that he is utterly incapable of indulging in such a
spirit, as is here so unjustly imputed to him. And the editors of the Observer
lie doubts not, are equally incapable of giving circulation to eught, which
could be fairly shewn to breathe such a spiril, without animadversion.

(2.) All this is sheer declamation, springing from those idle a‘larmlst (ears
which A. D. formerly exposed in reply 10 anolher antagonist. That a Chris-
tian man could lend his sanction to this stale Indian war-whoop cry of
hostility against the spread of the gospel more than grieves him. That an avow-
ed infidel should thus write of the ¢ gross infraction’” which conversion to the
wruth of God is said 10 inflict on the * domestic peace’ of native fa‘milies, were
nothing strange. Bul that o Christian man could so far forget himself as to
feel something like horror at the thought of the British Government being
charged with such an inputation—that is, in very truth, the imputation of being
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the “ intentional causes’’ of the conversion of immortal souls to God /—is indeed
passing strange. What a crime ] To be charged as insiruments in accomplish-
ing & work, for the accomplishment of which the Divine Redeemer, on the cross
of Culvary, bowed his head unto the sacrifice !

(3.) 'The hounest and earnest conviction that the Government was, as it
should be, the impurtial friend of Christianity would go far to prevent the out-
breaks of violence here anticipated. It is the prevalent notion abroad among
the natives that the Government is strangely hostile to Christianity, which feeds
and foments the seeds and principles of outrage against the professing disciples
of Jesus. As to “ secular bodies” being “¢ invested with proselyting powers,”
merely as secular bodies, it is a consummation which A. D, would deprecate
just as warmly as D. M.

(4.) What is here said of the National Day-schools of Scotland is happily
not true, without such qualifications as wholly neutralize the statement. Iv all
the parochial schools, with very few exceptions—and these arising from tempo-
rary and local negligence—the Assembly’s catechism, the Bible, sacred hymns
or psalms have, from the time of the Reformation, been systematically taught.
And of late years, when the spirit of supervision has been more thoroughly
revived, the exceptions have dwindled down almost to nothing. Even in the tligh
School of Edinburgh, the Edinburgh Academy, and other similar institutions
things of late have greatly amended. The busivess of the day is begun
with prayer, and Bible lessons are regularly taught. But even if the statement
were not, as it happily is, wholly untrue, that is, unfounded or contrary to fact,
it would not help D. M.’s argumeunt. In a Christian country, it would be just
as wrong as in India to divorce religion from the education of the young. But,
should it unhappily be so divorced in public institutious, there is always the coun-
tervailing remedy of domestic instruction and example, the exercises and lessons
of family devotion, the solemn services of the sabbath, and the vigilunt guardian-
ship of the shepherds of the flock. But, in India, if religion be divorced from
public institutions, there are at present none of these countervailing influences (o
operate as a remedy. D. M.’s analogy is therefore logically and practically a
false one ; and tells most powerfully against his own argument. As to those
who became ¢ willing and interesting listeners” of A. D.’s preaching, no
thanks to the Government system, as such, if they becaine so. That indeed de-
stroyed their Hinduism ; but it also filled them with hatred and contempt of
Christianity. And it was A. D.’s own expostulations and addresses which were
blessed of God in renderiag some of the victims of that system, willing listeners
to the exposition of a system which at first they cordially haled ; and ultimately
in turning a few from ¢ durkness unto light.”

(5.) If the system, which A. D. has feltand ever will feel it to be his duty to
impugn, be an Anti-christian one, the sooner that really Christian men cease to
have any thing to do with the conduct and management of it, the better. Their
connection with such a system at all is one of the strangest practical anomalies
in the history of Christianity ; and cun only be accounted for by the blinding in-
fluence of carnal views of political expediency. Their first duty should be to
atlempt to reform lhe system. If (hat failed, their next should be calmly o
protest aguinst it—** to come out”’ from it, and to be ** separated”—thus washing
their hands in innocency as regards its guilt in the sight of a holy God. Lt
Anti-chrislian measures were supported exclusively by the advocates of a world-
ly temporizing expediency, their true nature und character would stare every one
in the lace ;—there could then be no mistuke, no delusion. But it is the unhal-
lowed connection of reputedly Christian men with demonstrably dnti-christian
measures, that confers an adventitious respectability on the latler—ihat origi-
nates and propagates und perpetuntes the wllusion of their supposed innocence.
So long: as this connection lasts, it furnishes the sirongest prop and buttress
of an erroueous and mischievous system. There is nothing which its more de-
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voted advocates would deplore more than the dissolution of such connection ;
as then one of their main grounds of support and appeal would be at once re-
moved. There is nothing in which the friends of truth and righteousness would
rejoice more than in such dissolution ; as then the strangely compounded and
lieterogeneous system would stand forth in all its nakedness of deformity and
fatality of mischief, and would soon perish amid_the rebuke and detestation of
an indignant Christian public.

(6.) There is very much of confusion and self-contradiction in these para-
grapbs. D. M. started with an expression of something like horror at the
thought of introducing the ¢ Christian religion’’ as a ¢ portion of the course
of instruction” in Government seminaries.” Against such introduction he has
attempted to argue throughout. Now he insists upon it that ¢ the preceptor”’
should be  himself a man of devotional feelings !"—As if a Christian man of
devotional feelings could ever bind himself’ by cotenant to deny the Lord that
bought him, in his instructions to the young ! He deplores « the result where the
teacher leads them (the young) to regard religion and a future world as matters
of indifference, and science and literature all in all I”"—and yet he strenuously
advocates a system which, by its silence and negation and omissions, in the
hand even of the best disposed must lead the pupils to * regard religion and a
future life as matters of indifference, and science and literature all in all !""—g
system, which, by its peremptory prohibitions on the subject of religion, must
tcnd 10 throw the greater part of its preceptorships into the hands of unscrupu-
lous men, who will not hesitale to infuse the poison of their own noxious
principles into all their teachings ! Having a very high respect indeed for D, M.
—A.D. would implore him seriously to recousider his opinions on the present
subject—to bring them to the test of God’s revealed word—and no longer lend
the sanction of his name and characler to a system which is dishonouring to
the one living and true God, and ruinous to the souls of men. :

Fiually A. D. returns his best thanks to D. M. for his honestly-intended and
harmless attack. It willdoa vast deal of good to the cause of truth and godli-
ness, which he has espoused, in opposilion 1o the cause of error and ungodliness
which he has assailed, and which he will continue to assail as long as he can
think a thought or wield a pen. Attacks like the present, from the well-meant
but ill-directed zeal which they betray, as well as from their own intrinsic
weakuness, will do more than all counter-arguments Lo expose the badness of
a bad cause. Already, A. D. knows, from manifold assurances, that not a few of
those who were once enthusiastic in their support of the Government system—
oriental and occidental—have been greatly staggered. Qthers have not scrupled
openly to avow that they have been actually proselyted into the adoption
of opposite views and principles; while many, who hesitated, have been
confirmed, and many who believed have been strengthened. In spite, there-
fore, of the torrents of angry and senseless abuse in which, under the pretended
mask of dissatisfaction at the tone and style of the letter-wriler, certain scribes
chose to give vent to their ill-disguised hostility toward the cause itself which it
was his privilege to advocale, that cause has been making silent but rapid and
decisive progress in the minds of hundreds of right-hearted men. And with a
head so capable of devout reflection and a heart so fraught with generous feel-
ings, as there is reason o believe that D. M. possesses, A. D. despairs not to see
the day, when, abandoning the timid and the dangerous course of carnalexpedi-
ency, he will deduce a/f his guiding principles from Jehovah’s holy oracles, and
plant bis standard high on the holy hill of God.

A.D.
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V1.— Missionary Trials and Missionary Encouragements in
India.

I..—Misstonany Trrats 1N InDia.

A Missionary is a Christian man sent by the Lord Jesus Christ, through
the ordinary channels of His providence, to preach the gospel, for the world’s
conversion, To preach is his immediate work ; to convert is his ultimate
end :—for the accomplishment of the latter he is not accountable ; but regard-
ing the fulfilment of the former it is said, ¢ Woe is unto me if I preach
not the gospel.” By preaching is meant, generically, the proclamation or
making public of the word of God by human speech, in whatever circum-
stances ;— whether in the bazar or the school, whether in the street, orin the
chapel—whether Lo promiscuous assemblies of the old for an hour, or to siated
meetings of the young for a year—whether in the speaker’s own language
acquired by the hearer, or in the hearer’s own language acquired by the
speaker, or whether in a tongue that is common to both speakers and hearers
alike. Thus to make known the gospel of Christ; as every man severally and
best can, is Missionary work.

In India there are many Missionaries :—we mean, many as opposed to none,
not many as regards sufficiency :—and these have, amidst many changes,
been labouring in this country for a long enough time t6 be able to form a
definite experience on the subject of the peculiar difficulties of Missionary work
in this country. Indeed difficulties present themselves before almost any thing
else in Missionary operations, because the gospel is the direct antagonist of
sin; and sin being universal, the gospel is therefore universally opposed.
Such opposition, or its effects; assumes the form of ¢rial—and the host of
ditficulties, arising from physical or moral causes, yet still connected with sin;
become trials of Missionary faith, universal in their extent, and painful in their
effect.

There are two grand sources of trial to the ministers of Christ’s gospel
over the whole world, and of course they exist here also :—(1.) The world is
¢ dead in sin,” in a state of spiritual insensibility to our message ;—so that no
man does, of himself, ever repent, or believe, or become a converted man, a
truae Chyistian. Every Missionary knows this fact from his bible; and also
from painful experience; so that he has in reality mnore reason to wonder that
one sinner believes truly, than even that none should believe at all. (2.) The
ministers of Christ are in themselves weak and powerless to meet this evil in
man, sinful, dead man. They cannot give life; nor communicate the power of
feeling—they cannot change a leart, or convert a soul—they can speak, and
teach, and pray, and persevere; but they cannot save. They also feel sin in
themselves make them more weak, more powerless than at first, it may be;
and they can number ovec things done by them, which ought never w0 have
been done, and many things left undone; which ought first Lo huve been per-
formed. These two attendants on Missionary lubours, try much those who are
concerned for the souls of man. The deadness of the hearer, and the weukness ot
the preacher, are things sufficient to lay low all the romauce of juvenile theory,
and to level for ever all the proud imaginations of wistful sentiment and of
boastful intellectualism, Whether a man be in Aftica or in Asia, whether Lie
preach Lo the Hottentot or the lindu, he has in substance these same facts 1o
deal with :—the dead will not hear, without the quickening Spirit of Gud ;—
the weak can accomplish nothing without the omnipotent grace of the Lord.

These two chiefund universal trials of Missionary spirit, are not those to
which now we are directing our attention, There are specialties superinduced
on these, or that stand connected with them, and which therefore from them
derive o power which they otherwise would not have ;—and these specialties,
varying their form and insinuating their influence, often harass and depress the
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spirit, when we have faith in sufficient force to resist and overcome the greater
modes of spiritual trial.

I. There are trials resulting from the peculiar character of the People amongst
whom we labour ;—at least in so faras this character bears upon tbeir treatment
of the gospel. We do not say that this class of trials here is greater or more
severe than those which are experienced by the servants of Christ in other coun-
tries ;—but only, that, in some special forms, they are more severely felt here than
probably elsewhere. The result may be the same—the manner different. Tour
rulers, Pilate, Felix, Festus, Agrippa, rejected Christ in the end, and died
unbelievers—but, how different their modes of rejection !—So may it be with
countries. The Gentiles who rejected the gospel, did not generally behave in
the same manner with the Jews who were guilty of the same crime.

Now, whilst the [Hindus generally refuse submission to the gospel of Christ,
it is not altogether in the same manner with the Parsis—nor does the conduct
of the Musalman in this matter correspond with that of the pure Hindu. It is
evident that our blessed Lord was move tried by the conduct of some men than
by that of others ; and that the mode in which unbelief was manifested excited
in Him its own peculiar pain, and met with its own appropriate rebuke. If so
with the Master, how much more with the disciple !

In Bengal, and especially in its lower districts, best known to us, there has
been a long continued preaching and teaching of the gospel to a sufficient
extent to evince the trinls of Missionary spirit that exist on the parl of the
people.  And what have we 10 contend with ?

1. Greal and general apathy of mind. There is no spirit of enquiry ;—nay
generally speaking, there is little spirit of curiosity. Natives may wish to find out,
what the wandering Missionary is, or what he desires to say—but, having found
out that he preaches about salvation, regarding which they feel no concern, they
soon turn away and depart. If he be a stationary minister of Christ, they will, if
passing, turn aside with stationary apathy, to hear him, for a few moments—and
then with the formality of a soldier on drill, to the right-aboul-face, and retire.
The greatest difficully that the Missionary feels is, to break up this habitual
apathy of spirit ; aird oh, how happy is he to see some one, with fixed posture,
glistening eyes and open countenance, listening to the word of truth! This
apathy does not extend generally speaking to other sabjects, with the Hindu ;—
but through the multiplicity and vastness of the religious provision made ‘in his
shasters, he does not see room for an addition, more than he can see need for a
substitutiov of trath, in matters of religion or salvation. He has volumes of
scriptures—myriads of gurus or guides—multitudes of propitiating ceremo-
nies—millions of fellow-believers; and so is he enabled 10 be systemalically
apatheuc in the highest degree. This is the apathy of system, not of stupidity—
of self-sufficiency, not of sottishuess—and Lherefore it is all the more painful.
The field is neceasarily extended, not to the hearer’s state of mind only, butio
the system on which he feeds—and it is difficult 10 say, whether is more pain-
ful to search out the lies of Hinduism, or to awake the mind of the sleeping
findu.

2. Leroity of epirit is another quality in the lindu treatment of the gospel
or of ils- teachers, which sorely tries (he Christian mind. The mythology of
Hinduism, that is the theology of the Uindus, is of a peculiarly absurd kind,
There is nothing of a serious order connected with their belief. ‘Ihe -actions of
their deities, as recorded or related, are mean and contemptible, and induce a
silly and foolish state of mind on the mass of the people, Their religious festi-
vals are the great sources of their amusement and merriment. The evident‘con-
sequence is, to view religion generally as a light, not a serious thing ;—und
to meet particular references to the vanity of their system, or the verity of ours,
not with a frown but a smile ; and that the amile,not of satisfaction or of scorn,
but of simple levity, In a native congregation there are generally to be found
some few or more, who put some very silly and absurd question to the speaker,
and why 7 in order 1o turn the whole service into a langh, aud break up the
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meeling if able, under the merriment of a farce. Young men in schools too par-
luke of this spirit of levity ; and one of the grand difficulties is to produce any
thing like seriousness of mind under instruction. Indeed, as far as the wriler
knows, a sense of the solemn, seems unknown to the Hindu mind, until touched
from heaven, and any appearance of it in our institutions seems rather the
effect of discipline than of feeling, Ilow great the pain of presenting the
crucified Saviour to the foolish laugh, and childish merriment of perishing men 1
We have seen a pretly large congregation standing patiently and quietly
for some time listening to general truths—but whenever the name of Jesus
Christ was introduced, we have seen them look round on each other, as if by a
latent sympalhy; and when one or two began to laugh or make signs of ridi-
cule, we have seen the meeting join in the silly smile ; until some brahman put
some still sillier question, and then the bulk have gone away under covert of
the silliest laugh possible.

3. Subtlety of speech is another beselting sin of the Hindu, which sorely
tries the spirit of those who would do him good. This quality amounts often
to direct and habitual lying, and always includes within it every species of
sophistical evasion by which an argument can be stopped, or a truth be warded
oft. The disciples of brahmanism have a serpentine dexterity, in this method of
resisting the gospel, which to a stranger seems incredibie. Their object is
always to draw off the Missionary from the matter on hand; as a London
pick-pocket will tickle a man’s ear, in order that he may .rob his person.
They start up difficulties which have no connexion with the subject discussed,
but only with their own latent object ;—nay, they sometimes gainsay and pro-
voke merely to rouse 4 man's temper, and so when he becomes vexed, expose
him to the derision of the people. The strength of their subtlety lies in employ-
ing false illustrations, and turning a mere figure into an argument; so thag
often when a teacher of the truth thinks he has estabiished a point by the clear-
ness of his illustration, he all al once finds an opposite point in his figure turned
against him, and he seems to his audience to be cut down by the weapon forced
out of his own hand ; whereas, in reality, he has not been so much as touched.
Sometimes these sophists put an unanswerable question ; and instead of admir-
ing the modesty which says, ¢ That question cannot be answered,” they laugh
out-righit and turn round, as if to say *‘ I have finished him now!”” Oh, who
can tell the pain which a pious ingenuous mind endures under such subtle
contradiction of sinners ;—and how often the youthful servant of the cross has
returned from his work saying, *“ The heat of their sun is nothing to the cruel
subllety of their minds!” Even the youth of India are masters in subtlety ; and
the dexlerity of even little boys in evading the gospel is the amazement of the
Missionary. Such is the power of the Serpent!

4. The Missiopary has thus also to contend with a perpetual cowardice of
spirit, which prevents much good from being done. The influence of fear is
great in the Hindu character ; even the young man is afraid of his own convic-
tien, and dreads lest his countrymen should find out any change of opinion in
his mind. Brought up under the despotism of caste, men beco_m_e its very
slaves, and acquire a habit of feuring Lo think for themselves, which operates
powerfully even when the idea of civil or religious penalty 1s not present to
their minds, A certain great moralist said that he ““ loved a good hater”—so
may we say here in a certain sense—\Ve went a tighting, not o slinking enemy
~—we desire soldiers, not cowards. But many Ilindus are ufn_ud they may be
conyinced —therefore they admit at times, when alone, any thing, rather than
be shut up to a close argurent.—In single-hand combat they feel they have no
chance ; therefore their whole object is to prevent the future, by surrendering to
the present; and then, when departed on parole, to escape as best they can.
The fear of consequences, if he touch, toste or handle, is so strong in the Hin-
du’s mind, as to matters of his own superstition, that his mind acquires a habit
of cowardice even where he may have nothing to dread, or where he might guin

4 M2
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more than he can lose. The true convert in Indig, as elsewhere, lias often shewn
the boldness of the lion; and some young men have shewn much frmness
of spirit: but, that was when Christianity within them had overcome Hindu-
ism, and when the superior hopes of the gospel had silenced the fears of caste.
The same enmity which in the Musalmén would fight, in the Hindu will flee;
and the same spirit which begins in apathy, will pass through the phases of
levity and subtlety, and terminate in a deceitful and evasive cowardice.

These peculiar and active workings of human character are to be found every
where over the world, in various degrees of combination and in various forms of
action, but India is one grand seat of their united operation. We are not writ-
ing of what Missionaries in other parts of the world do not experience, but of
what Missionaries in India do experience. And certainly although there may
be differences of experience even in this same country; yet what Missionar;
does not achnowledge how much his love to the souls of men, and his zeal for
the conversion of sinners have been tried, not merely by the amount of unbelief
but by the peculiar aspects under which that unbelief operates? And are not
apathy, levity, subtlety and cowardice amongst these ?

M1, Another source of trial is found in the state of the professed church in
India.

There exists in this country what has never almost existed in any other pagan
empire, a complete Christian church, and that church comprehending within it,
by profession, a state or Government, consisting of professed Christian men—
together with all the several gradations of power, office, wealth and influence
incident to such a position—and all this civilly raised above, and religiously
separate from, the grand mass of pagans who are to be converted to Christ. In
most other fields of Missionary labour there is no representation of the
church, whether for good or for evil, save that which appears in the Missionary
body. Notsoin India. Here the ministers form but a small part of the social
body of Christians ; and therefore is there a very powerful influence either for
evil or for good, for trial or for comfort, emanating from this surrounding
church. Our object is not now to state whether there may be a preponderance
of gain or loss from this state of things ; but only to shew, that there are some
severe trials incident to Missionary faith in India, arising from the present state
of the church. It was worse; ilis now betler—may it improve! There is much
to give thanks for—there is much to grieve over siill, and it is well always to
conlemplate what we would seek to remedy. )

How few are those Christians on whom the Missionary can reckon as sin.
cere and single-minded supporters of Christ’s cause in India—we mean the
cause of salvation by the blood of Christ! There are many general-talkers and
general-doers, but how few on whom to reckon in the special work of spiritu-
ally converting the souls of men to God ! Yea, how few give evidence of loving
their own souls, or of taking any pains for their own salvation ! The working-
man of the gospel-field looks for encouragement and sympathy to the church,
the Catholic church, but the thousand becomes ten—he looks to his own section
of that one church, and he sees money and names, but where are the hearts and
the men ? This is a sorrow. Still he knows a few (hat love Christ more than
they love the world, and he is sorrow(ully glad.

But how changeful are these few saints, in such a country and in the midst
of such a social polity, as this] Moved to or fro by the hand of human autho-
rity—scattered by necessily of business—hurried off for health by tropical
disease—snatched suddenly from this needy land by some of ils peculiar deaths
—or if, surviving their early friends, they still remain, only that they may as
speedily as possible return ‘to their native land, and therg rest their wearied
frames ere they enter the precincts of eternity. Such is the present outline of
influential Christian society—and how trying to the servant of Christ who is
just l‘c’:,oking round for bis ftrusty friend in Missions, to be told, ¢ He is just
gone

The multiplied division of sect in the church, is sometimes a source of trip} tq
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the spiritunlly-minded. It is impossible that the world can really undersiand
or believe in that grand and vital unity which always pervades the Catholic
church of Christ, however much in the outer bark divided. The appearance of
division, even willoul its animus or rather virus, is an evil to the world—and
the more this appearance is increased, the more is the evil magnified. Now in
India there is a sample or representative of every sect of true Christians; and
this is set before the eyes of & pagan empire whom we would convert to one
single centre, even Christ. Tle heathen see indeed one gospel common to
all—but they see them with different names, different stations, different Mis-
sions, different kinds of ministers, different cerernonies, and different churcles
—and so they fancy union to be the mask, but difference to be the person. Yea
how sore is the trial to the faithful Missionary to be compelled to think often.
¢ From none of all these divisions may I expect help—for I am not of them !”
So is it—and yet must we say that es far as our information and & little experi-
ence go, thereis no field of labour where so many sects are so much one in
intercourse and kindness, as in Calcutta.

The spirit of rivalry with the world—an endeavour to compete with its gran-
deur, power, modes of operation, schemes, results, reports, and scales of action
—such a spirit and such an endeavour are often but toé manifest in a country
where the temptation is to think, that the strong man must first be the great
man. Not so ought it to be with the disciples of Christ, of whom it is said
¢ Let him that is Jeast amongst you be greatest.” To a spiritually-minded
man it is a source of real distress to see that system of comparison, numeration,
emblazonment, and self-laudation, which we have borrowed from the world,
and most certainly have not received from Clirist. The temptation to act and
to speak, and to write, as the world does, must ever be great to those who are in
the midst of the world ;—but the danger of yielding is great. Christ’s saying
was, ‘“ Your Father which seeth in secret, hirnself shall reward you openly!”
Sad is it to see so little trust put in this secret Fatherly cognizance—and such
love of worldly notice and worldly patronage, such thirst for worldly power and
worldly rank ; so that it is difficult to say where the world terminates and the
church begins. The Missionary sees all this spread out before the heathen and
is sorrowful ; and expects but little advantage, until the church in India cease to
be the wax forming itself on the great world’s or the littlle world’s model.

Can we omit in this enumeration of trials the fact that, in this peculiarly con-
structed empire, Power, that most important and influential of God’s temporal
gifts, is seen associated with much un-christian conduet ? This is a peculiar sor-
row. The day was when in India power itself was fearfully abused by indivi-
duals, budies and governments, called Christian ; but thisis passing away. Sull
however, how many representatives of power are leading un-christian lives among
these surrounding heathen! What neglect of divine worship, what violation of
the Lord’s day, what fearful ebullitions of temper, what private licentious-
ness, what habitual love of money, what selfish ueglect of their miserable
neighbours, what utter indifference to the salvation of men’s souls ; how much
in short of un-christian inconsistency, is manifested through the many stations
of India }—How much are these things s¢ill before the eyes of the unbelieving
patives 7 The Lord has done much to diminish this formerly inveterate evil ;—
but Ile has in righteousness left much to try his servants in this matter. No
doubt this evil exists in Christian countries, even as here; nay, perhaps, even
in o higher degree: but here lies the great ultimate difference—in & Christian
country the inhabitants may judge from other sources apart from what they see
—bul here, the pagan is shut up by necessity, and compelled by an exclusive
influence, to behold and consider what the grent man does who rules him—and
I(ij that he judges of Christianity, by that he judges whether he would be a

hiristian too. O, who can tell, how the unbelief of India, has sprung from
the ungodliness of Britain! and how much we, of this generation, are reaping
the fruits of the sins, Lhe fearful sins, of our Christian fathers of a former age,
in these trodden-down countries ! And what, even now, is the compact of power
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as openly professed, but this? “ We are Christians ; but, give us your-land,
and we will never mention that word ; give us revenue, and we cede you the naine
of Cumist!” Is this no trial of Christian spirit 7 Ts he a Christian Missionary
that feels it not? We envy him not, if he be.

1i1. Next do we turn 0 our converés—and is there nothing here to try the
faith of even the experienced Missionary ? Are not our converts few, those of
whom we have reason to believe that they are pure disciples of Christ? 1f they
muy seem somewhat in nmnbers in one place, is not the number small when
divided over the land ? How detached are they, scatiered over an empire con-
sisting of many miilions of people ! In other fields of labour we may see all
at a glance, and comparatively in a visible mass ; here they are to be searched
for far and near over many thousauds of square miles, and through many
different channels of communication.

How dependant are they on their European teachers ! —leaning so much
on man for every thing, that they can scarcely act for themselves, With-
drawn from them, it seems as if they could not stand.  There are noble excep-
tions—but are they many ?—Iow like to the climbing plants of their own
land. [low weak in grace—how soon do they fall into sin! Is there not
much discipline necessary to purify their little churches ? How many catechists
have fallen! How many young men forfeited their Christian standing! How
many elder ones have beén expelled for a time! Are not converts a source of
much concern, and in many cases of much sorrow ?

How backward generally to devote themselves to the good of their country-
men, without some extrinsic inducement, some outward influence! Is it not
necessary in most cases that they be gently compelled, or substantially con-
strained, by being expected to sccount for their time, or being reminded that it
is their compensating duty? Here too there are exceptions ;—but what is the
rule ?

How changeable too in their connections are very many of our native bre-
thren !—ready on very slight grounds to shift from one body of Christians to
another, not in the spirit of catholicity but of temporary preferepce ;—not,
spparently, because they love all sects alike, but because they are pleased with
each in turn ! Are not churches somelimes weakened by this caprice—and in-
dividual Missionaries sorely tried 7—not, because a convert has been lost, but
because his brotherly love has departed with the change. .

How powerless over their countrymen are our converts generally ! This is a
very evident thing as a whole, although there be doubtless not a few exceptions
of a very honourable kind. We do not generally in this country, so far ag'the
writer can gather, expect much, if any thiug, in the way of Christian infljence
from the weight of native Cliristian character, at least in churches; buta very
general complaint, in this part of India, is, that native character is not’advanc-
ing mative conversion, as we would desire and expect. This must be to Mis-
sionaries a source of trial, that, after all, so much mus{ be done by themselvey,
and so little be accomplished by others—and many of them do frankly acknow-
ledge the fact.

There is no benefit arises from concealing these things, aithongh the world
may pervert and abuse them. We zre no-wise surprised, diseoncerled, or
damped by such facts ;—we follow Him who had twelve disciples, pf whom one
sold him, another denied Him, and the rest for a time forsook Him and fled ;
but of these, eleven returaed and served Him even in his absence to the death—
and by them the world was filled with the gospel, and Rome itself became
Chrieuan. It is by the door of trial that we enter into the fulness of joy ;—and
the circumstances to which we have been adverting, may prove but the porch
and gateway to a glorious chusch in India. In the mean time let us exercise our-
selves in much humiliation of spirit over the condilion of the native church as
itnow is ;—and in due time the Lord will lift us up, if we faint not—so that
they who have sown in tears shall reap in joy—whilst they who would not
weep, and have reflused to mourn over obvious facts, will be found bending
under sheaves of sorrow and despair at the last.
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IV. Does the occasion of trial cease, when we furn our eyes upon the Mis-
sionary body itself in India ? —Here litile need be said ;—the feeling of trial is
here but too strong, and its causes but 100 obvious. How small is our body,
compared with the wants of this huge region of rampant heathenism ! How few
out of this body are in a state of effective operation at any one time—so many
sick—so many unable for miich work~—so many just come out, and in a state of
preparation—and so many whose honoured labours are drawing to a close
through mere exhaustion of frame ! How many die, out of our small numbers,
as of late we have often with weeping eyes beheld ! The average of Missionary
life is small—the average of Missionary mortalily great:—be the cause what
it may, such is the fact., How little itinerant work can bhe done duringa
great part of the year—during the hot weather and rains, more than half the
year ;—and how few Missionaries are there fitted for such labours, even when
travelling may be safe or practicable. How few are such thorough masters of
the nalive tongues, as to be able fluently and effectively to preach the gospel
in them to the people. Alas! that this branch of usefulness is so much neg-
lected—by some from choice, by others from a sort of necessily. What constant
change of plans, in consequence of the perpetual changes of men! What neces-
sary suspense of confidence, until new men are known and proved! Conse-
quenltly, whilst there is much brotherly kindness, how little of personal intimacy
subsists, or can well be formed, between the members of the Missionary body,
in such peculiar circumstances ! .

Truly there is much of the trial of Missionary faith in India. We are not
called to martyrdom as of old, in surrendering life to our fellow-men;—
but we are called to much thatis in result the same, in that it enables us to
prove by trial our faith in the testimony of Jesus. True, the world may say,
¢ do not men of other professions die for the attainment of their objects too,
and are not they martyrs also ?”’ Nay, it is the object for which men die, not the
act of dying alone, which constilutes true martyrdom worthy of the name.
Will men of the world suffer or die for Christ—will they sacrifice themselves
for the purpose of (elling men that Christ died for sinners? Will they invest
energy and capital in seeking the salvation of India from sin, as they will invest
it in promotion, merchandise and state? They will indeed secrifice country for
livelihood-—health for money—and life for honour and for fime :—but, will
they sacrifice one or any of these for God ? For Christ ? For the souls of men ?
Nay, and if not, why so? Are the latter inferior to the former? Who will say
so ? None—we believe—for it is self-evidently better to die for God than to die
for gold.

V. DBut, we hasten to a close. Are there no symptoms of divine displeasure,
no signs that the Holy Spirit is restrained amongst us ?  What meanvs the fact
that there is so little conversion ? Is not zhat the Holy Spirit’s special province,
His peculiar work, by Ilis perforining or not performing of which we may know
His present mind towards the church 7 When there has been long ministration
of the gospel and little or no-spiritual fruit, does not this indicate a withholding
of 1lis saving grace ? and does this indicate pleasure or displeasure, satisfaction
or dissatisfaction ? True it is, that the cause of such restraint may be either in
the preachers, or in the people to whom they preach ;—but, the cause is some-
where ; for the effect 1s manifest, in leaving India under hardness of heart.
We seek not now to discover with whom the cause rests ;—but the effect is the
restraining of the Spirit's work, and that is manifest. And can there be a sorer
trial than this—the Sernir is < grieved,” the Seimrtis * resisted,” or the
SpIRIT is  quenched 7" If lle, by whom alone the gospel can convert one
soul or save one sinner, be angry, and work only so much as to shew Llis mere
presence, and so litde as to shew His displeasure, shall we reluse to be humbled
und rightly exercised under this most compreliensive of Missionary triais '—
We leave this hend under a questionary form—may the Lord make us all will-
ing to search and ta know where the evil lies.
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Such are Missionary trials in India. If any think that he has more than
these, let him add them to the list, and take the benefit of larger sympathy from
his brethren. I any man think that he has less, let him not be displeased with
this enumeration, but give God thanks for his happier lot.  If any man think
that such a view as we have given is calculated 10 depress, let him not judge
others by himself—for it may be that they who suffer these things are as joyful
and triumphant as he who does not.  If any man despise this, let him remems-
ber, how soon his day of sorrows may come :—if any man despond, let him
remember Calvary and say, “ From the cross came the crown; out of the
erave came heaven, by accursed death came eternal life, and through the gibs
bet’s shame came the church’s glory !”"—As it was in Judea, so will it be in
India! This is our motto, if any man ask for it,—‘* FaInT, YET PURSUING* [

J. M. D.

VII.—Prayer in the whole Church for the Conversion of the
World.

S To the Editors of the Caleutta Christian Observer.
RS,

Being much struck at once with the simplicity and grandeur, I may almost
say sublimity, of the proposal for uniting the whole people of God in a uni-
versal concert for prayer, I have taken the liberty -of exiracting a few lines from
a powerful writer, which seem 10 bear upon the subject.

“ 1 have iutimated my fear that it is visionary te expect an unusual success
in the human administration of religion, unless there were unusual omens ;
now an empbhatical spirit of prayer would be such an omen; and the individu-
al who should solemnly resolve to make proof of its last possible efficacy,
might probably find himself becoming a much more prevailing agent of good
in his litlle sphere.  And if the whole, or the greater number, of the disciples
of Christianity, were, with an earnest unfailing resolution of each, to combine
that Heaven should not withhold one singie influence which the very utmost
effort of conspiring and persevering supplication would obtain, it would be the
sign of a revolution of the world being at hand.”— Foster's Essays.

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Let, then, the
most rational, as well as the most enthusiastic of our Redeemer's followers, unite
in this blessed scheme for calling down on the world, and especially ou poor
India, the Spirit of God: that very effort will be an omen jfor good ; who can
tell that it may not be the seed, from which the boughs of a goodly tree shall
spread the sweet shadow of salvation across this scorched lund,—the spark
which fanned by a gracious Saviour shall burst forth into a glorious flame o
turn the Gentiles of India from darkness to light,

The sermon of the Rev. R. Hallt, on ¢ The success of Missions depends upon
the Spirit,” might be profitably read upon the occasion.

I will only add that, as the space betwixt the hours of 8 and 9 with us, does
not correspond with the space similarly expressed in England, an hour or half
an hour might be devoted 1o prayer at 2 p. M. There is something delightful in
approaching the Throne of Grace when we know that it is surrounded by a vast
company of the faithful and redeemed, all united for one purpose.

N W.P. axevlns.

* The above very imperfect skelch of a very important subject, was originally
submitted to the “ Missionary Conference'’ in opening, at one of its meetings,
the question for discussion, * What are the trials of Missionary Faith in India, and
what its chief encouragements '—The speaker was requested to become the writer ;
aud io doing 80 he has embodied no sentiments but his own.

t In the 6th volume of his works.
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VII1.—The Brahmanical Gdyatris.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dean Sigs,

The brihmans have from time immemorial entertained the
vain notion that the words of the Gayatri (str#@t) cannot be
repeated by any Sudra without drawing upon himself some
signal punishment from Heaven. There are, as I am informed,
twelve Gdéyatris belonging to as many sects of the Hindus—
that of the brahman’s is called Bramh-Gayatri. This is known
to very few persous of other sects.

To convince the brahmans that the mysticism they pretend
to involve in the words of the mantra has no effects whatever
on any person, let him be of what sect he may, I thus trouble
you and beg you will give to the public the famed Gayatri (in
the Bengdli or Debnigar characters) of the brdhmans with an
English translation, and also the other eleven Gayatris if ob-
tainable. Your native Christian friends {who were formerly
brahmans) would be able to assist you and thereby render a
service to the cause of Christianity. The numerous readers of
the Observer could explain it to the natives around them and
shew them the fallaciousuess of the Brahmanical creed.

Moongir, 7th Sept. 1841. Ju~IOR.
P. S.—I have many brahmans in my neighbourhood, and I

would wish much to shew them their Gayatriin print, and con-
vince thiem that it is not so sacred a thing as they imagine.

Note by the Editor.—There are according to the four Vedas, four kinds
of Gdyatris or sacred text, intended for the exclusive use of barhmans.
'That, most universally known and repeated, is as follows :—

Deb Ndgri Character,
St YT @ s@legdte W Jgw el AEEE
TARAMY |

Bengdli Character.
\a%\ {{za ¥ BRARYIAIN Sl wam $hufy
frritai=s ATl

The alove differ a little, though by no means substantially, from each
other, and may be thus translated :

“Om1! Eorth! Sky! Heavens! We meditate on that adorable light
of the resplendent sun, may it direct our intellects.”

VOL. II. 4 ~
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REVIEW,

The Church of the Fathers. London 1840.
(Second Notice.)

¢ The especial value of their works,” says the author of
the Church of the Fathers, ¢ lies in their opening upon us a
state of the Church which else we should have no notion of.
We read in their writings a great number of high and glori-
ous doings aud customs. * ¥ ¥ The times in which they wrote
of course ere of authority, though the Fathers themselves
have none”—pp. 178, 179. Again, “ no candid Protestant
will be loath to admit, that the state of things to which they
bear witness, is, as I have already said, a most grave aund con-
clusive authority in guiding us in those particulars of our duty
about which Scripture is silent : succeeding, as it does, so
very close upon the age of the apostles”—p. 179. The Fathers
alluded to in the context are Athanasius, Gregory, Ambrose
and Basil : the time is the 4th century. In what sense the
4th centurv can be said “ to succeed so very close upon the
age of the apostles,” it is not for me to determine ; nor how
the ¢ times” alone authenticate the orthodox faith, any
further than they authenticate the Arian, Pelagian, or any of
the earlier heresies. If antiquity is to be our guide, who more
ancient than Simon Magus? who more venerable than the
Nicolaitans ?

Nothing can be more true than this,—that the writings of
Ambrose, Jerome, Chrysostom and their contemporaries ‘“ open
upon us a state of the Church which many have no motion
of ;> and from a fair recital of which the Puseyites shrink-as
from red hot iron. The same shrinking struck me forcibly in
Dupin, Alban Butler, the compilers of the History of the Coun-
cils, of Moreri’s great dictionary, and such other Roman Catho-
lic works as I have access to: for the 4th century went too fast
even for them. There is indeed a temper of mind, in which men
surrender themselves up to delusion, and become incapable of
distinguishing between truth and falsehood ; when the most re-
volting absurdities, the most glaring contradictions are turned
away from in silence, or eagerly evaded by any subterfuge.
Yet not more desperate is the eagerness, with which, like
drowning men, they clutch at straws, than the bitterness and
virulence, with which they turn from the voice, that would
lead them back to plain dealing, honesty, and truth.

Not, however, even such a state of mind as this,—nothing
short of infatuation, can excuse men, who, writing of the
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practices of the 4th century, and fully acquainted with them,
venture to call them “ high and glorious doings and customs,”
and dare to hold them forth as ¢“ grave and conclusive autho-
rity,” in guiding us to duties about which Scripture is silent.
On the contrary, I am convinced, that no konest Protestant,
who reads even the slight and superficial sketch which follows,
will hesitate in classing ¢ the customs and doings” which it
enumerates, with the unscriptural, idolatrous and demora-
lizing errors of Popery ; in looking on them, not as guides, but
as beacon-lights to such, as venturing too near, may make
shipwreck of their souls.

I veturn to the bishop of Milan. He is declared, as we
have seen already, to be “ one main pillar of the Church of
the 4th century,” and to his life, ecclesiastical principles
and proceedings, a certain authorify is said to be attached,
founded on direct miraculous interposition.

Ambrose was descended from a noble Roman family, of
great wealth and distinction. In the year 374, he had been
for some time Consular of Liguria, and had acquired great
popularity, for the vigour and justice with which he governed
that province. It was “ a practice” of the fourth century
that the people should elect their own bishop : and on the death
of Auxentius, the Arian bishop of Milan, the Emperor refusing
to interfere, and the orthodox and the Arians, being nearly
equally balanced, dangerous tumnults were apprehended. Such
tumults were but too common at the election of bishops : only
five years before, when Damasusand Ursinus contended for the
bishopric of Rome, the contest was decided in favour of the
former after a murderous conflict, which Juventius, the Pagan
prefect of Rome vainly strove to allay. One hundred and thic-
ty-seven dead bodies were found within the Church where the
election took place, and, it is affirmed, that Damasus hiwmself
was present, with a troop of hired gladiators, and other armed
men, and that not one of his party was among the slain. He
was a Pope of the 4th century !

To prevent a similar catastrophe in the capital of his pro-
vince, Aumbrose hastened to the cathedral, where he found the
people in a state of the most dreadful uproar, and addvessed
thems with such eloquence and good sense, that a cry, begin-
ning with a little child, was caught up by the whole assembly,
and Ambrose was saluted Bishop by uuniversal acclamation.
The popular choice was cheerfully confirmed by Valeutinian,

The < doings” which followed, it is necessary for my pur-
pose, however unwillingly, to relate. They prove but too
plainly how little scrupulous this emineut man was in attain-
g his ends, and how little weight can be attached to his

4 N2
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testimony in regard to miracles, as well as to many things
else.

To prove the sincerity of his  Nolo episcopari,” he had
recourse to the following worse than questionable expedients.
He ordered several of the criminals in prison to be taken out,
and publicly and cruelly tortured, to convince the people of
his unchristian and merciless disposition. When this failed,
he had women from the stews brought into his palace, where
they remained all night. Afterwards he fled, and hid himself
twice, until an edict was published, forbidding any one to -
harbour him ; when he issued out of his concealment, and con-
sented to be bishop of Milan.

The ncext startling fact we meet with is, that, not only was
he totally unprepared by previous study and training for the
ministry, but that he was as yet unBaprizEp ! The Church
of the 4th century however was not nice in these matters.
Contrary to the apostolical canons, contrary to the decisions
of councils, general as well as proviucial, contrary to all
ecclesiastical order, Ambrose was first baptized, and eight
days after consecrated bishop. His election is attempted to be
justified on the ground that he was specially qualified ¢ by
divine grace,” an assertion certainly not very consistent with
the preceding account of his conduct: bnt even supposing it
to be correct, what becomes of the Puseyite dogma, that * the
sacraments are the sources of divine grace?” How shall it
consist with the doctrine of Ambrose himself, when, in his
eulogy of the youthful Valentinian, he asserts, that that prince,
though dying unbaptized, was undoubtedly in heaven? Truly
there is little sywpathy betweea the large, bold, and energe-
tic mind of this great man, and the formal, superstitious, eva-
sive, and timid spirit of the new Oxford school !

I add another instance. Among the other ¢ doings and cus-
tonss of that primitive age,” it was usual to celebrate the saints’
days, and the Jewish sabbath, as well as the Christiau : and the
question whether the Jewish sabbath was to be observed as a
fast, or a festival, occupies no mean place in the annals of Coun-
cilg, andin the Tracts for those Times. The Church of Rome
held it as a fast day ; the Church of Milan as a festival, to the
great scandal of Monica, the mother of Augustine, and the no
gmall perplexity of Augustine himself. However he was told
bv Ambrose, whom he consulted, that the true solution of the
diﬂiculty, and that which he himself invariably adopted, was,
¢ to fast with the Church of Rome, to feast with the Church
of Milan, and always to contorm to the forms and ceremonial
of the place where he happened to be I”—a decision, which
as Augustine informs us, whenever he thought of it after-
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wards, he looked upon ¢ as an oracle sent from heaven.” 1
recommend it to the special regard of the sticklers for forms
and ceremounies, fastings, crossings, genuflexions, and all the
other husks and dross, which they love better than the strong
meat of the Gospel. It is the voice of the 4th century.

As a bishop, Ambrose commenced his labours (I use his
own words) “ by teaching what he had not yet learned ;”
and he prosecuted them, in the sane spirit, by publishing as
his own what he had vever written. Nothing is more notori-
ous than his gross plagiarisms from Clement of Alexaudria,
Origen, Basil, Athanasius, and others of the Greek Fathers.
His book on the Spirit, Jerome declares to be a compilation
chiefly from Didymus and Basil, adding that he had inade a
bad Latin, out of many good Greek works.

His Hexameron, or Treatise on the Six Days of Creation, is
little more than a version of St. Basil’s book, with the same
title ; and from the same anthor he has borrowed most largely
in his homilies on the Psalms. This was his last work, and it
was, when he was dictating his exposition of the 43d Psalmn
to Paulinus, that the shield of fire, which so astonished that
worthy secretary, covered his face, and entered into his
mouth. It is difficult to refrain from a smile, when connect-
ing this alleged miracle, with the very strong probability, that
he was then dictating a passage from Athanasius or Basil, as
his own composition. Upon the defects of his writings it is
not at present necessary to enter; but surely no miracle can
lend authority to the gross dishonesty of publishing, in his
own name, and without acknowledgment, the productions of
other men.

Though neither a cruel man, nor a bigot, he took an active
part in the condemnation of Jovinian and his follewers, for
teaching the ¢ Ultra Protestant errors,” that a married man
might be as good a Christian, as oune unmarried : that there
was no peculiar virtue in fasting; that a traly regenerated man
could not fall into condewnation ; that the Virgin Mary was
not ¢ the gate of heaven,” and that she and Joseph lived. to-
gether as man and wife, after the birth of our Saviour. For
these plain and scriptural traths, Jovinian was condemned
first by Siricius of Rome, and then by Ambrose; and handed
over to the tender mercies of the Ewmperor Honorius, by
whose order he was cruelly scourged with thongs loaded
with leaden bullets, and banished to an island oun the coast
of Dalmatia: while his opinions were denounced by the civil
power, and his followers visited with severe penalties. I can
barely allude to the praminent position Ambrose assunied in
the great civil wars, and political movements of the day: to
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his high and dauntless bearing in all cases of danger and
emergency; to his successful resistance, and uncompromis-
ing rebuke, of the fiercest alike, and the most powerful of
the Emperors ; to the converts he won from Arianism by his
eloquence, and still more by the introduction of the oriental
chanting into his church, to which the music-loving Italians
flocked with wonder and delight; to his contempt of wealth
for itself, his unbounded hospitality, and his unwearied indus-
try in deciding civil cases for his flock :

« Nou ragionam di loro, ma guarda, e passa.”

But when I find him denouncing as most unrighteous the de-
cree of the Emperor, commanding the Christians to rebuild a
Jewish synagogue, which they had riotously pulled down, and
forcing Theodosius the Great, to do public penance for the mas-
sacre at Thessalonica, when lie entered the church, according to
the Historian Theodoritus, book v. chap. 18, ¢ neither upright,
nor on his knees, but crawling on the pavement, smiting his
forehead, tearing his hair, watering the ground with his tears,
and crying, “ My soul doth cleave unto the dust : quicken me
according to thy word ;”’—while Ambrose refused to speak to
him, save through his archdeacon, and haughtily forbade him
to enter within the rail, 1 look in vain for the meek spirit of
the New Testament, though I could easily find a parallel in the
days of the Emperor Henry, or of our own King Johu. ¢ Thus
ended” says bonest Cave ‘¢ the dispute between Theodosius
and St. Ambrose, wherein how far Ambrose overstrained the
string, I shall not now dispute.”

How far these * glorious doings and customs” of a model
bishop, and model church are calculated to teach us duties
about which Scripture is silent, I cballenge the Puseyites to
point out. In regard to the miracles which give them autho-
rity, I forgot to mention that Cave places the martyrdom of
Gervasius and Protasius under the reign of the Antonines—
thus differing from the received account by seventy years ! but
who would cavil at a trifle like this in the history of a martyr?

The weight of St. Augustine’s testimony still remains to be
estimated, ere L enter on a wider field. He was as far superior
to Ambrose in the arena of intellect, as beneath hin in fear-
lessness, decision, and commanding influence in public affairs :
indeed, though in learning inferior to Jerowe, in judgment,
genius, controversial skill, and profound and accurate appre-
hension of the great doctrines of Christianity, Augustine
is of all the Latin Fathers ¢ facile princeps.”  Better than
all these, he appears to have been a true, useful, and highly
honoured servaut of the Lord Jesus Christ: and, (so far as
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I can discover) he «lone amidst the prevailing iniquity lifted
up his voice, trembling it may be, but clear and distinct,
‘tgainst the besetting sin of the times : for, as I shall show
in its due place, the Fathers of the 4th century taught
with one consent, that evil mght be excused, or palliated, For
the sake of the good cause, which it subserved.

But weak is the arm of flesh, and vain all confidence, save
in Christ, and his pure unerring word. The many changes of
Augustine, his book of Retractations, his frequent inconsisten-
cies, of which his four different opinions in regard to the state
of the soul after death, are a specimen, his countenancing all
the abuses and superstitions of his age, and his excessive and
boundless credulity in regard to the lying miracles and absurd
legends of the ddy,——what are they all but clear and melan-
choly proofs, that, in this world sin, error, and 1mperfectlon
will cleave to the wisest and holiest men ?

Most strangely wmy first quotation tends to show that the
very existence of miracles was then denied, and that at best
they were few, obscure, and little known.

"The 8th chapter of the 22d book of ¢ the City of God™ be-
gins thus—* But how cometh it (say they) that you have no
such miracles now-a-days, as you say were done of yore?”’
Then, after showing why in his time they were less necessary,
he proceeds, ¢ and for miracles, there are some wrought as
yet, partly by the Sacrament, partly by the memories* and
prayers of the saints, but they are not so famous, nor so glori-
ous as the other : * * they are known but unto the cities where
they are done, or some parts about them. And generally there
are few that know them there, and many that do not, if the
city be great ; and when they relate them to others, they are
not believed so fully, and so absolutely as the other, even
though they be declared by one Christiau to another.”

This is inodest enough ! but St. Chrysostom is more deci-
ded, and plainly and most unequivocally declares that the age
of miracles had passed, and that NoNE were wrought in his
times ! In answering the same objection, whiclh Le does with
great force and eloquence, he says, ¢ do not then urge the
Jact, that signs are not done now, as a proof that they were
not done then. For as then they were profitably wrought,
so now profitably are they no longer wrought.” —Library of
the Fathers, Osford, vol. 4, p.70. Again, still more expli-
citly, p. 71, *“ FOR THIS REASON, MIRACLES ARE NOT DONE
now.”  Yet this same Chrysostom attests, in other places,
miracles innumerable, and stuffs his eulogistic serion on Ba-
bylas so full of them, that the very Benedictine wmonks cry

* Memories, that is, oratories, or pluces for prayer.
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shame on him, and reject his stories, as utterly unworthy of
credit,

Who would suppose that these extracts were written in an
age, when wiracles, the most illustrious, the most prodigi-
ous,were counted, not by scores and hundreds, but by thou-
sands and tens of thousands ? Who would suppose that the
modest preamble of Augustine was immediately followed hy
a narrative of miraculous cures, medical and surgical ; of five
individuals raised from the dead by cloths that had touched th.
shrine of martyrs, or some of St. Stephen’s oil* ; of evil spi-
rits, that maimed cattle, and wounded farm servants, driven
away by prayer, and a little of the earth from Chrisl’s sepul-
clire ; of devils, in the shape of curly-headed negro boys, who
stamped upon a poor man’s feet, and forbade him to be bap-
tised, but never troubled him after his baptism ; and of ano-
ther devil, who, being expelled by a relic of Gervasius and
Protasius, pulled out the Energumen’s eye, and left it hanging
on his cheek by a little string, at the same time turning the
black part while, yet the eye was restored whole again! The
reader may have more to satiety in the City of God, book 8,
chap. 22.  An estimate of their number may be formed from
the fact, most distinctly attested by Augustine himself, that
in his own town of Hippo (in Africa), and at the single shrine
of St. Stephen there, seventy miracles were recorded, each in
its own book, besides others known to him, but not comwmit-
ted to writing : at Calama, a far greater number were inscrib-
ed in books kept at the shrine; and at Uzalis, near Utica,
very many miracles were wrought, all within the space of
two vears,—all by thie marvellous energy of therelics of St.
Stephen alone.

Now oNE HUNDRED and FIFTY miracles, at the least, vou-
ched for by the great Augustine, well aunthenticated, and re-
corded in public monuments, as the YEARLY quota of three
obscure African towns, and a corresponding allowance for all
the shrines scattered over the whole extent of the Eastern and
Western Empires, (for we are assured by the weightiest contem-
poraneous authority, that they were all in full play,)- together
with the equally prolific energy of the monks, and some of
the Thaumaturgist bishops, form a cluster, a very galaxy of
miracles, unparalleled in lustre, as in multitude, and to which
1o eye could be blind. Yet Augustine, in his modesty, speaks
of them, as few, obscure, and generally denied ; and Chrysos-
tom distinctly asserts, and gives the reason, THAT NoT ONE
of THEM evER TOOK pLace! Surely here is a dead lock.
 Which,” as the Puseyites have it, * which alternative shall

* Oil from the lamps burnt.at the shrine.



1841.]  Puseyism, and the Church of the Fathers. 637

the Protestant accept? shall we retreat, or shall we advance "’
Shall we believe the Fathers asserting, or the same Fathers
denying ? shall we accept miracles by the million, or not one
at all?  Here at least this same voice of the fourth century
gives a most uncertain sound! '

I shall pass a very few years farther on to present my readers
with a brief narrative of the invention of the relics of no ob-
scure saints like Gervasius and Protasius, but of the illustrious
Stephen, the proto-martyr for Christ; a narrative devoutly
believed, not only by Augustine, but by whole Christendom
of his time, and supported by the miracles already alluded
to, and thousands equally valid.

On Friday, the 3rd December in the year 415, about nine
o’clock at night, a tall, comely, and venerable aged man, with
a long white beard, a white garment, edged with gold plates
and covered with crosses, and a golden rod in his hand, appear-
ed to the priest Lucian, as he was sleeping in the Baptistry of
the Church of Caphargamala, a small place 20 miles from
Jerusalem, ¢ 1,” said he, ¢ am Gamaliel, at whose feet Paul
was brought up. Go to John, bishop of Jerusalem, and tell
him to open my tomb. With me lie Nicodemus, who came
to Jesus by night, Stephen, who was stoned to death by the
Jews, and my son Abibas, a youth of 20 years.”’ Lucian think-
ing it merely a dream, did not go : but fasfed. On the Friday
following, Gamaliel appeared again, bringing, as emblems of
the relics, one basket of silver full of fragrant saffron, and three
baskets of gold, two filled with white, and one with red roses.
¢ These” said he ¢f are our relics: the red roses represent
Stephen : the white, Nicodemus and myself; and the silver
basket, my young and stainless son.”” Lucian still hesitated,
until on the third Friday, Gamaliel came again, but this
time stern and threatening, and declared that the general
drought which then prevailed should never cease, till the re-
lics were found. The trembling priest immediately discover-
ed the vision to bishop John, who wept for joy: but alas!
they looked in the wrong place. Next morning however there
came forward Migetius, a monk, to whom Gamaliel very con-
veniently had given a better direction; he led them to ano-
ther place, where, on digging, three coffins were found, and
on them engraved in very large characters, CREL1EL, Nasy-
AM, Gamavrien, ABiBas. Now Cheliel in the Syriac is the
same as Stephen, “a crown,” and Nasuam, as Nicodemus,
“the victory of the people:” and Gamaliel and Abibas ex-
plain themselves. To dispel all sceplgcism, on opening St. Ste-
phen’s coffin, an ineffably fragrant odour was diffused around ;
the earth shook; and SEVENTY-THREE people were cured on

VOL. II 40
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the spot, of fever, dysentery, head-ache, falling sickuness, scro-
fula, and cholic. Shortly after, the mere sight of a little dust
and some of the small bones of the Martyr converted five hun-
dred and forty Jews in Minorca: these relics were carried
there by Orosius, the friend of Jerome, and Augustine. The
“invention of the relics” (as the Roman Catholics very pro-
perly term it) is commemorated for some unknown reason on
the 3d August; and on that day, we are informed by Alban
Butler, on the authority of Gonzales, general of the Jesuits,
the blood of St. Stephen kept at Naples annually melts, and
boils up!! Thus were the relics discovered; thus were they
proved to be genuine. Lucian writes the narrative ; and it is
attested by Evodius and Augustine.

I any thing more be necessary to establish the boundless
credulity of Augustine, and his utter unfitness as a witness
or an authority in all that regards miracles, let it not be the
human tooth (mentioned in his 15th book) equal in size to 100
modern teeth, which he saw with his own eyes on the shore
at Utica, or any other story of the same stamp ;—but surely
the following must stagger even Mr. Newman himself. In the
3d vol. of his works, pp. 819, 820, as quoted by Dr. Middle-
ton, he gravely relates on the authority of credible persons,
that the apostle John was not dead, but sleeping in his grave
at Ephesus, until our Lord’s second coming; and that the
earth, under which he lay, was always seen to heave up and
down with his breathing! The invention of a story so wild-
ly, so grotesquely absurd, is, on ordinary principles, inexpli-
cable : that Augustine should repeat and believe it, altoge-
ther so.

Do 1 accuse Augustine then of fraud, or wilful imposture ?
With hesitation I answer, No. This great and good man
found the belief, in miracles, firmly and strongly established ;
and received it without question as a part of that Christianity,
which he embraced from sincere conviction on other and
most satisfying grounds. He saw too, no doubt, not a few
real and apparently marvellous cUREs wrought at the shrines
of the martyrs,—and in similar circumstances, when the ima-
ginations of a rude and semibarbarous populace were strongly
excited*. Seeing, in the partial success, direct evidence of
miraculous interposition ; accounting for the numerous failures
by want of faith in the applicant, and carried away by the
prestige of authority, predisposition to belief, and the weight
of Christianity as a whole, of which these miracles appeared to

* Who has pot heard of the doings at the tomb of the Abbé Paris
in the last century, or the notorious phenomena of Animal Magnetism
in our own days?
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him an essential part, much credulity may be pardoned even
in Augustine, the most thoughtful and judicious theologian
of his time.

ExorcisM too was not without its plansibility.

An affliction very similar to possession, if not identical
with it, has prevailed in all or most heathen countries, and
is, at this day, well known in Bengal. The afflicted
person, most commonly a girl, or a very young woman,
foams at the month, speaks in an unnatural voice, falls
on the ground in fits, and retains no memory of any thing
that occurred during the attack. A class of persons, an-
swering very closely to St. Luke’s description of ¢ certain
Jewish vagabonds, exorcists,” gain theiv livelihood by profess-
ing to drive out the evil spirit by charms, or exorcisms. In
recent cases, reported to me by eye-witnesses, there appeared
traces of ventriloquisin; and in one, the performer, a native
resident in Chinsurah, seems to have thrown his patient, a
little girl, into the magnetic sleep : but with them all, success
is only occasional, and frequent failures occur. Such exor-
cists were quite common under the Roman empire : and from
this class of low, illiterate, and sometimes unbaptized vaga-
bonds, the exorcists of primitive times were selected. As if
to afford every facility'and encouragement to imposture, the
energumens, or possessed, when not cured at once, (as most
generally happened,) were kept and fed by the church,
chiefly, it would seem, as blood-hounds, to hunt out, and dis-
cover the blood and bones of martyrs. They roared too
(if they were bidden) when brought near the bread and
wine of the Eucharist, or the water of the Baptismal Font.
Lucian tells us of the advantages, which Peregrinus and
other impostors took of the honest but absurd credulity of the
primitive Christians: and truly a rogue must have been more
than mortal, if he let slip the golden opportunity. So bare-
faced aud shameful at length became these “ glorious doings
and customs,” that the bishops were obliged to interfere, and
take the work of exorcism into their own hands. And what
was the result?—the enevgumens ceased to appear and the
devils to be cast out. I reject, with scorn and abhorrence, the
blasphemy of comparing such trash as this to the tried, sober,
heaven-like and undenied miracles of Christ, wrought without
one failure, by a word speaking. Truth and falsehvod are
not to be compared, but contrasted.

There is one other ground of excuse to be pleaded for Au-
gustine, which his translator, L. Vives, (himself a Roman
Catholic,) alleges. It is, that his works (or at least all in them
which regards miracles) have been extensively interpolated.

40
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To this, however, I attach small weight,for no proof is adduced.
Valeat quantum ! 1tis a very nice question whether a false or
an interpolated book, be the better interpreter of scripture.
Besides miracles were never so rife as in the fourth century ;
and a few more or less are not worth a thought: nay, in
Augustine’s book of Retractations, noticing his own assertion
in his book of true religion, that ¢ miracles had ceased in his
time,”” he explains that his words are not to be taken strictly,
for that miracles were still wrought. What in the end then are
we to think of Gamaliel,and Nicodemus, of Stephen and Abibas,
of the baskets and the roses? of the little curly-headed devils
that trod on the poor man’s corns? of the eye that hung by a
string ? of the people that were raised from the dead by a lit-
tle oil, or acloth that had touched a so called relic? or of
poor St. John with the earth rising and falling upon him as
he breathed ? :

On the other hand in his treatise on the business of monks,
he upbraids them with the practice of ¢ carrying relics about
(if they be relics ) and making advantage thereby :*’ in a let-
ter to Aurelius, bishop of Carthage, he mentions the feast-
ing, drunkenness, and other abominations, which so commonly
took place at the graves of the martyrs, under the pretence of
religion; and though in the City of God, book XXII. chap.
10, he denies that prayers were ever offered to the martyrs, in
book XXII. chap. 8, he expressly mentions the well known fact,
that the multitude did pray to them habitually ; and as I shall
prove in due season, so did the holiest and most enlightened
bishops of the time, with perhaps the single exception of Augus-
tine himself! Nay further, in'a treatise on ¢ the care due to the
dead,” he labours to explain kow the martyrs hear the pray-
ers of the faithful, and is in doubt, whether they themselves
work miracles, or whether God does so at their request. He
is enthusiastic in praise of Celibacy and Ascetism, with the
monks and ““virgins of the church® before his eyes, in the
full practice of those idle, worldly, dissolute, and shameless
habits, which bad drawn down on them the repeated denun-
ciations of councils and fathers, and which he himself notices
with the most bitter and cutting sarcasms. In a letter to Vin-
centius, a Donatist bishop, he strongly approves of furcing
heretics and schismatics to return to the church by secular
authority and the severily of the laws; and laments his for-
mer mistaken notion, that persuasion alone should be used,
and that violence could only make counterfeit Christians :
but, having seen many so brought back to the church, he
finally yielded to experience ! .

In his lst book on ¢ marriages which cannot be excused
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from adultery,” he teaches that dying catechumens may be
b.\ptlzed, though insensible, and known to be in a habit of sin ;
and, in his second boolk of Christian doctrine, that the Septu-
agint is an inspired version, and to be preferred even before
the Hebrew text. It would be useless to quote other instan-
ces, of which there is most assuredly no lack.

I Lave selected St. Augustine, as the soundest, the most
illustrious, and the most judicious of the Fathers, and one of
the holiest men of primitive Christian times : as such, he is held
in reverence alike by Protestant and Roman Catholics, and
there is something like an unanimous judgment of the Catholic
Church in his behalf. Yet nothing can be plainer than this,
that far from being an authority or an oracle, on many points
he is at best to be pitied or excused ;—ezcused, for weakness of
judgment and unbounded c1edullty, ov pitied, for suspecting,
and in some sort knowing the sins of his times, yet passing on
his way ¢ winking hard.”” Shall we then despise or distrust
his judgment in other matters, yet consider it of weight in
illustrating and determining the precise meaning of the oracles
of God ? Here is the sentence of Dupin, a Roman Catholic
himself, and ever anxious for the authoritative teaching of the
church. ¢ As a commentator,” says he ¢ Augustine is full of
useless allusions, ill-grounded subtleties, and improbable alle-
gories. His very moral thoughts are seldom such as might have
been naturally inferred from the scripture text : but ordinarily
such far-fetched notions, as could never fall into the mind of
any man that should read the text—.”” Dupin vol. i. p. 397.
Again, p. 395, “ Here Augustine frames difficulties upon every
word, and makes several objections to himself, but often an-
swers them not: or if he doth, his answers are not commonly
very just, nor sufficient to satisfy the least scrupulous.” Now
supposing that all the Fathers and their successors were egual
in weight and authority to Augustine, which confessedly
they are not, from what given combination of the useless, the
absurd, the improbable, and the unsatisfying, are we to derive
¢ a Catholic faith,”—a teaching more unerring than the in-
spired Word of God ? St. Augustine, as a Christian man, was
well acquainted with the leading doctrines, and living truths
of experimental Christianity ; but is it not clear, as the sun-
shine at noonday, that the Bible deternines what truth there
is in St. Augustine’s teaching, and that it would be midsum-
mer madness to adopt St. Augustine’s errors and follies, as
the teaching of the Bible ? Yet Angustine was the most sober
scripture interpreter of his age : nearly all the others, follow-
ing Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and the Eclectics, carried
licence to the very verge of blasphemy.
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Carefully have the Puseyites selected their model century,
and with equal care their model miracle, and their model
witnesses. It may be asked, why, like the Papists, they slur
over so slightingly 300 years, and select the fourth century as
the standard of primitive and evangelical Christianity. Per-
haps—asis urged by Dupin, ¢ because the names of the Fathers
of the fourth century arve better known than those of the au-
thors of the first three ages, their reputation more established,
and the world has a greater idea of their kunowledge and
merits. In short, we may affirm,” says he, ¢ that as the
church was never in a more flourishing condition outwardly,
so it never enjoyed such illustrious, learned, and eloquent
aathors, as at this time.”’—Preface to vol. 1. Perhaps—because
they are unwilling to imitate the simple plain ceremonial, and
the sober unworldly spiritual lives of martyrs and persecuted
men, who were thrown upon the great truths of the gospel
for their daily food, and whose minds were lifted far above
bendings and bowings, and saints’ days, and chantings, and
pictures, and gold, and marble, and worldly strife, and the
lust of power, and the trickery and falsehood of miracle-mon-
gering, by the frequent contemplation of the devouring flame,
and the wild beast, and the fierce unsparing sword. Perhaps—
because Papist and Puseyite alike draw back with prudent re-
serve from Tertullian, and Clement of Alexandria, and Origen,
as guides in theology : yet these men in genius and learning are
inferior to none; and none have exercised more influence on
the theology of their age, and many an age that followed. Why
reject those who were so much -nearer the Apostles than
Ambrose and Augustine? Why say so little of the Apostolic
Barnabas, and Clement of Rome, and Ignatius? Because
what is good in them, is “ for all time’” and devoutly believed
even by ultra-Protestants ; because, what is bad in them, near
as it 1s to the fountain, sanctioned as it is by the primitive
church, cannot be defended. Perhaps—more than all because
“ never was church in a more flourishing ouTwaRD condition”
than the church of the fourth century.

Fair indeed and gorgeous was the oufward show, but within
this ¢ whited sepulchre’ was morally and literally full of dead
men’s bones, and all manner of uncleanness. She gathered
unto her, not the spirit of Christianity, but the abominations
of the heathen ; the pride and vain deceits of a philosophy
falsely so called, the allurements of the world, the lusts of
the eye, and the pride of life.

For the  Queen of Heaven” and the ¢ Dii Majores’ and the
“ Dii Minores Gentium,” she had the Virgin Mary,and her array
of Saints, greater and less, male and female, local and tutel-
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ary, prayed to after a like fashion, and worshipped after a
manner in many respects identical. For the solitaries of the
Thebaid, the fakirs and jogis of the East, she had her solita-
ries also, and her ascetics and monks, with self-torturings
and penances not less disgusting and absurd. For the few but
famous Vestal Virgins, she had thousands of virgins to show,
but alas! of a character far less irreproachable. For the
Jewish ceremonial, she had her fasts, and festivals, her gor-
geous ritual, her processions, robes, music, architecture, and
external practisings of devotion, so numerous that Augustine
complains” of them as beyond measure slavish and burden-
some. For the secret rites of antiquity, she had hev < holy
mysteries” reserved for the inifiated, gradually unfolded to
the calechumen, carefully guarded from the profane. From
Plato she borrowed his principles of interpretation, and
added to them the mysticism, the mixture of the marvellous
with the sceptical, and the suspicious and most questionable
morality of his nominal followers. From gross unadulterated
popular Heathenism, she unblushingly adopted the lying
legends, the false and cheating miracles, the monstrous and
impossible stories, which disgrace her annals, delude the igno-
rant, and to this day feed and strengthen ¢ the rank idolatry’
of Rome. From the persecuting Emperors, she learned to wield
the sword of secular authority, and to condemn to banishment,
torture, and death, all who presumed to differ from her teach-
ing. From the devil, the world and the flesh, she drunk in
eagerly, pomp, and the love of power, and strife, and heresy,
and luxury and uncleanness : and never, as I shall prove, was
the internal state of the church, as a body of Christians, so
utterly, so deplorably low as in this boasted fourth century.
Sickened, disgusted, and ashamed of the details to be unfold-
ed, (which establish, alas! more, far more than I venture to
allude to, without the guarantee of the accompanying undoubt-
ed fact, or undeniably fair quotation,) gladly would I quit my
painful task : gladly would I leave the eradication of this poi-
sonous heresy to the godly, scriptural, and orthodox teach-
ing of the Bishop of Calcutta, and other nien far better quali-
fied than myself. But the ground, ou which I have entered,
though lower and less important, is here at least in a great
measure untrodden : and if the Church of the Fourth Century
can be shown to have been as a church full of the most deadly
errors, superstitions, and corruptions,—in its teaching un-
sound, unscriptural, often immoral, and its very truth inex-
tricably interwoven with extravagance, absurdity, falsehood,
and imposture, it appears to me, as an inevitable consequence,
that even Puseyisin can scarcely ask us to go back from the
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better to the worse, or, leaving out the comparison, to believe
i error, idolatry, superstition and false doctrine, The prevail-
ing sentiment in my own mind is that of unmixed wonder,
how men can turn from the pure, holy, blessed, inspired,
heavenly, and life-giving word of God, to delight them-
selves in such “ filthy puddles.” Never do I so relish, never
do I so truly appreciate, and rejoice with such trust and
delight in the majestic and unapproachable simplicity, the
calm glory, the ennobling and enlightening spirituality, the life,
the truth, the manifest inspiration of the pure unerring word
of God, as when I turn to it from the allegories, superstitions,
rhetorical trickeries, inconsistencies, and falsehoods of the
Fathers.

To me the glory of the Reformation is the free and unin-
terrupted access, which it has opened out to that blessed
WorD oF Gob, which is able to make us wise unto salva-

tion.
W.S. M.

(To be continued.)

Paetrp,

EVENING VOLUNTARY.

(For the C. C. 0.)
1.

A holy stillness evening brings:
Life, with all bright and cheerful things,
Fades with the light!
My sad eyes follow, where the day
Sinks in his silent grave for aye
From human sight.
2

With gathering tears they linger still,
With longings infinite, that fil
I%Iy being's whole. .
Away from this dark vale !—I pine
For freedom by yon glorious shine,—
Day’s setting goal.
8.
There rise, within yon lustrous blaze,
No sounds, save more than mortal praise,
No voice of wo;
And thro’ the soul, in flashes bright,
Streams from the Sun of Life and Light
For ever flow.
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4,
Soft falls the twilight, soft and still ;
And like a veil o’er mead and hill
The night hues creep ;
Fades from the sky the last faint red,
And silence, with a stealthy tread,
Lulla life to sleep.

5.

The green wood, in its trembling leaves,
Soft breathings from the west receives;

They reach my ear;
Ileaven sent, they come to warn away
My soul that struggles thro’ its clay,

Their voice to hear,

6.

Forth from the Heavens this voice doth part ;—
Beats low and quick my listening heart,

My eyes are dim,—
¢ Fast falls the night. The Angel there
Stands on thy life’s last verge. Prepare

To go with him.”
7.

But let the evening shadows fall ;
No terrors can my soul appal!

Eternal light
Shines from on high on life’s dark sea;
And, thither steering fearlessly,

THE GRAVE Is BRIGHT.

These verses were written originally in German, and translated into
English by the authoress. All that I have done, isthe turning of them
into rhyme, as literally and faithfully as I could.

W. 8. M.

Midgiawary any Religioug Lutelligence,

1.—MissioNarY AND Eccrisiasticar MovEMENTS.

We regret to announce the death of the Rev. R. Kerr, one of the first
Missionaries of the Irish Presbyterian Church to India. Mr. Kerr, with
hLis colleague and Dy, Wilson were on their way from Bombay to Katiawar,
thesite selected for the new Mission, when he was overtaken by the jungle
fever and died in a few days—one of the children of his colleague died
also, and Dr, Wilson was much indisposed with fever. ‘T'he Rev. J. Fox of
the Wesleyan Mission at Muadras, we regret to say, died on his passage to
England ; he was but a comparatively young Missionary. The Rev. E,
Schutze of the Patna Mission, we regret to learn, met with his death
in the following melancholy nanner. He wus proceeding from Huaji-
poor to Patna in an ekka in the night ; the driver precipitated the vehicle
into o lurgo hole full of water and ran off ; next morning the geod man,
who it is supposed must have been nsleep at the time of the accident,

VOL. 1. 4p
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was brought inte Patna, dead. He was a young man of considerable
promise ; had just acquired the language and would in a few months
have been united in matrimony to a young friend now on her passage
from Germany. 'The following departures have taken place since our
last—the Rev. Mr. Leupolt, Mrs. Leupolt and family ; Mrs. Schiirmann
and family, of Benares, for Europe; the Rew. J. Morison, of Allahabad,
lias been obliged to seek for the restoration of health in the hills. The
Rev. Geo. Pearce arrived on the Ouwen Glendower on the 21st ult.; W, T.
Beeby, Esq. arrived on the same vessel. The Rev. W. P, Lyon, late of
Benares, has accepted a unanimons call to the pastorship of Albany
Chapel, Regent’s Park, London. It is a new Chapel situated in the midst
of a dense population. May our good brother be abundantly blessed in
his new sphere of labor. —
2. —Tre MoxTALY Missioxany Praven MEETING®,

The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting was held at the Union
Chapel on Monday the 6th ultimo. The address was delivered by the
Rev. A. F. Lacroix ; subject, the importance of preaching the gospel to
the heathen. In discussing the subject Mr, L. spoke of the importance
and necessity of the work; tie opportuneness of the time, and the
process by which it was to be effected. In dilating upon these several
heads, he afforded much interesting information, and many really sound
views in reference both to the work in India, and the feelings with which
it should be regarded by the church both in this country and in Europe.
The attendance was very encouraging. The devotional parts of the seivice
were engaged in by the Rev. Messrs. Gogerly and Sutton of Cuttack.

—_——

3.—CarcurTa AppITroNAL CLERGY A1p SoclETY.

We understand that the Bishop of Calcutta has formed a society with
some such designation as the following :— The Culcutta Diocesan Addi-
tional Clergy Aid Society.” ‘The object of the society is by veluntary
contributions to provide an increased number of humble devoted epis-
copal ministers in Northern Iudia; an object to which none who desire
the spread of Christ’s kingdom amongst our too-much-neglected fellow-
countrymen can object ; nay, to which all must sincerely wish God speed.

4,—Tue Durea’ Pusa’.

The abominable festival of the Durgé will be celebrated during this
month, we notice it with a view once more to warn Christian people
from attending its saturnalia. Novelty or indifference might induce many
and especially new—_comers to attend the nautches, who may be entirely
ignorant of the fact that in so doing they are rendering homage to a
senseless idol, invested Ly its votaries with all that is libidinous, and
whose worship is a compound of cruelty and lust. ‘I'he chief object of
attraction to Christians, the neutch giris, are common women, who are
hired for the purpose ; the songs are all in honor of the Durgd, and the
whole service in her praise. Ve do trust that neither the novelty of an
Indian nautch, nor the sparkling champagne of the Krishnds, the Roys
or the Sens will be sufficient to tempt any really Christian people to sanc-
tion ¢his, the only heathen festival at which they could in truth be seen.
It affords us much pleasure to know that our notices, on this subject in
former years, have not been in vain, and we do trust that the time will
come when participation in such rites will be left, as far as nominal
Christians are concerned, to those who might as well be designated by
any other name as that of Christ. ‘I'he practice of allowing young
people, especially females, to attend such scenes, under the empty plea

& We are again indebted to our contemporary the Advocate for many ilems of
intelligence.—1p, C. C. O,
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of seeing them once, cannot be too strongly reprobated. They might on
the same plea be introduced once into every vicious scene, in order to
try the strength of their principles, and the extent of their virtue.
Christinn parents! be not partakers, either in yourselves or in your
children, in such scenes; nay, rather reprove them,

5.~Prize Essays ov Femare EpucaTtion.

We are in possession of three prize essays by native youths on the
important subject of Native Female Education. ‘The most finished both
in matter, style and getting up, is that of the Rev. Krishna Mohun
Banerjed; as yet we have not been able to do more than glance over
them, they may form the subject of a more lengthened notice as signs of
the times. The impression gathered from the cursory perusal of the
whole is, that the present condition of the native female population of
India is degraded in the extreme, and that the only method- whereby it
can be elevated is to educate and convert the men. Direct effortsto
educate and convert the females of India appear to be, comparatively
speaking, a waste of energy, property and time. We are rejoiced, how-
ever, to find our young native friends coming forward in the cause of
those who as yet scarcely feel the yoke of bondage, because they have
never tasted the sweets of education and freedom, and who are on this
account unable to speak for themselves. The enormous price put upon
Krishna Mohun's work will, we fear, greatly retard its circulation—three
rupees for 154 widely printed pages is an exorbitant demand. The
typography and whole getting up of the essay reflects the highest credit
on the Bishop’s College Press.

6.—OR1va Mission In CaLcurTa.

We understand it is in contemplation to establish an Oriya Mission in
this city in connexion with the General Baptist Mission. The expense
of the establishment will, we are informed, be maintained for three years
by one individual, at whose suggestion the subject has been mooted. The
large Oriya population in Calcutta has long rendered such a measure
necessary, and we trust it will be accomplished.

7.—BIBLES For THRE ARMY.

In compliance with an order of the Elorse Guards that every soldier
able to read and who shall desire it, shall possess a copy of the Scrip-
tures, the Government of India have indented on the Bible Society for a
limited number for the purpose of supplying the European soldiers
in the Company’s service; an order of long standing would, if car-
ried out, effectually prevent the evil which this order is designed to
rectify, viz. that every soldier should be provided with a copy of the
scriptures as a part of his kit on entering the army, for the preservation
of which he should be as liable as for any other article provided by Govern-
ment. We (o not regret the existence of the new order, it strengthens
and confirms the old one and can do no harm,

8.—BEenanrs Missionany SocieTy.

We have received the second report of the Benares Auxiliary to the
London Missionary Society, from which we gatlier that the brethren of
that stuntion baptized one comvert during the year, the native church
congists of seven members—the numbers of ovphan boys under the direc-
tion of the Mission is nine, they have afforded considerable satisfaction to
their benefnctors—the female school under Mrs. Kennedy, contains

4r2
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thirty-three pupils, two of whom are orphans—the number of bazar
schools is nine—preaching to the heathen has been regularly and fuith-
fully maintained every day in the city. There are three native chapels
conbected with the Mission. In the work of trauslation the Lrethren
state that the New Testament in Urdu has heen revised and sent to
England to reprint—the second edition is shortly expected. They are
also, at the request of the Calcutta Bible Society, cartying through the
press a complete edition of the Old Testament in Urdy, purtly the work
of Mr. Thomason, and partly of Mr. Wilkinson of Gorruckpore, the re-
mainder by themselves, but all under their revising superintendence. Thisg
work, both in the Urdu and Roman character, is fast passing through the
press. The preaching aud other labours of the native catechists are
mentioned with approbation. The annual receipts and expenditures are
as follows :—receipts Rs. 83717-6-3, and expenditures Rs. 2836-3.3. We
sincerely hope that the brethren will be enabled to pursue their arduous
but important labors with unremitting zeal, and that ere long they may
witness an abundant harvest of the good seed sown in faith for so many
years unto the praise and glory of Christ.

9.—GoveERNMENT CoNNEXION WITH IporaTny.

We have been given to understand that the orders of the Court of
Directors on the dissolution of the Government connexion with idolatry
are peremptory—that they must be carried into effect fully and entirely,
before May 1842 !! We rejoice at the decisiveness of the order and shall
be prepared to keep jubilee, should it be really and unequivocally carried
into effect. Will it involve the cessation of the payment of the 35,000
rupees to the temple of Jagannith, and the 1000 rupees annually for
purchasing clothes for the idol ?

10,—Tae Seconp RerorT oF OPERATIONS IN TRANSLATING, ETC. THB
Sacrep Scrrrrunes, By THE CaLcOTTA BaPTIST MISSIONARIES.

The second Report of the Calcutta Baptist Missionaries in cobnexion
with translations of the sacred Scriptures, hasbeen forwarded to us. From
it we learn that the good work of translation is going on well, and the
still more hopeful work of distribution is carried on with no sparing hand.
During the year Secriptures to the amount of 104,000 copies have been
completed in the following languages :—Sanskrit, Hindust4ni, Persian and
Bengéli. There are still in progress in the same languages, (Sanskrit
excepted,) 25,500 volumes. There have been distributed during the year
57,256, making a total distributed in three years of 114,256. T"he amount
of funds, the principal portion of which has been provided from England and
America, is 20,576-0-2. The efforts which have been and are now being
made to give to the people of India a faithful translation of the whole of
the word of God will, we trust, be soon crowned with complete success—
we say, the peovle of India, for it is evident from this and similar reports
that the lalors of the Church in the work of translation are not confined
to one or two of the ancient languages of the country, but extend to all,
the diulects of the mountain tribes not excepted. This in itself is a cheer-
ing prospect, for as the people become enlightened and able to read, the
sacred oracles will be prepared for their perusal and they will be prepared
to read them with avidity and profit, so that every man shall be able to
vead in his own tongue the wonderful worlce of God. It is to this period
we look with bright hope ; then shall India, in answer to the prayers and
varied labors of the Church, yield ber increase to Chriet, nnd hence do we
hail with delight the successful efforts of every section of the Church in
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the wny of translations—They may possces peculiarities we could wish
they hiad not, but as they speak the mind of the Spirit, they will be blessed
to the salvation of souls and the glory of Christ ; in this we will and must
rejoice.

11.—CunistiaN Tracr Axp Boox Sociery—ExteEnnpep OperaTroN
—Prcuniary EMBARRASSMENT.

We regret to find from a notice which has appeared for some months
past on the cover of the Observer, that the Christian Tract and
Book Society is labouring under considerable pecuniary embarrassment.
The present and prospective debt of the Society is about 14,000 rupees.
This has been incurred by the increasing demand for religious tracts in
the native languages, and by the publication of larger and more standard
Christian works. The London Tract Society have afforded most liberal
aid both in funds and paper. The generosity of a few friends in India
has been also very marled in enabling the Society to prosecute its more
extensive operations ; yet notwithstanding the liberality of Foreign and
Home friends, the funds of the Society are thus deficient, nor does the
futureafford any hope of relief ; the demand for religious tracts and other
and larger publications will increase, not diminish, with every succeeding
year, and the necessity for them will become more and more apparent—
ignorance will be removed, knowledge will be difused, the number of
Native Christians will be augmented, and intelligent heathen or other
enquiring readers will increase day by day. ‘I'here is therefore no alter-
native for the Christian Tract and Book Society—it must either print and
circulate that knowledge which alone can guide man into the path of
truth, or leave an enquiring people the prey of every religious adventurer.
The latter can never be allowed—the church must arouse herself to meet
the increasingly interesting religious necessities of our neighbours. The
T'rnct Society is one of the mnost economical and effective means by which
the knowledge of Christ can be propagated in this country. Its lesser
publications are admirably adapted for speedy and remote transit, and
they generally convey the essence of the faithful saying which is worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ;
they may find their way into parts where the foot of a Missionary has not
and cannot tread, and where a larger work could be ill conveyed and
with difficulty preserved or retained. The very sinallness of these works
has this additional reconimendation in the present state of society, they do
not weary the half_educated on perusal, or they can be read by an
educated child to his altogether illiterate friends, without being a tax,
either upon his energies or their patience. The larger works of the So-
ciety (of a Christian kind chiefly), are not less adapted tothe present and
increasing wants of the infant church in India. The translation of such
works as Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of
Religion in the Soul, the writings of the devout and soul-stirring Baxter,
Barth’s Church History and the like, all of which and others equally
valuable, either have Leen or are now being translated, must and will
prove a great blessing to Native Christians. ‘T'hey will be a source of
instruction, as well as the means of driving them away from the writings
of the heathen which, up to a late period, (tracts excepted,) were the
only works in the vernaculars to which they could have access. Thus,
whether we look upon the Tract Society as it regards the Heathen or
Christian community, it is a Society worthy the amplest support of every
Christian, nor ought it to be permitted to languish for want of funds.
The many and pressing claims upon the treasury of the London Society
from overy purt of the globe, prevent its extending its liberality, much if



650 Misstonary and Religious Intelligence. [Oor.

at all, beyond its present gratuities, this we trust will stiv up those in
this land, into whose treasury the Lord hath poured abundantly, to come
to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

12.—Mrchanics’ INsTITUTION.

The half-yearly meeting of the Mechanics’ Institution was held on
Friday evening, the 27th August. Sir J. . Grant presided. The report
read by the Secretary described the Institution as steadily progressing.
The lectures delivered had been very instructive and attractive ; the num-
ber of members had steadily increased ; the drawing classes had been well
attended ; the funds nearly equal to the expenditure : and promises of lec-
tures had been obtained from several gentlemen. The meeting was ad-
dressed by the chairman, Rev. T. Boaz and Dr. Corbyn ; resolutions were
passed, approving the report and proposing a revision of the rules and re-
gulations, with a view to render them better adapted to this country. The
meeting, though but thinly aitended, was encouraging. The Mechanics’
Insiitution will, we trust, yet prove a blessing to the youth of this city,
for whose beunefit it was especially established. Ve hope that many will
enroll themselves members. The annual subscription is only five rupees,
which entitles the subscriber to admission to all the lectures, the classes,
(one of which, drawing and perspective, is alone worth ten times the sum;)
and free access to the library, in which may be found nearly all the scien.
tific periodicals of the day.

13.—AGrIOCLTTRBAL SocreTY—CaprraiN CrsrRLToN—TEA Discovery—
THE REwaARD OF MERIT.

\We sincerely rejoice in the issue of the motion made by Dr. Grant
that the gold medal of the Agricultural Society should be awarded to
Captain Charlton as the individual who did actually bring the Assam Tea
plant to the notice of the public, so as to be of any avail either to the
Government or to Commerce. We rejoice first, hecause we would that
the really meritorious should have the reward of their merit, which is not
always the case, and had well nigh not been the case in this instance.—
Secondly, because it is an indication that there are men in Calcutta who
have courage enough to strike at the root of a system of monopoly which
has but too unhappily prevailed in the Agricultural Society, and many
others in Calcutta, for many a year.  The departureof such things from
amongst us and the commencement of better days must be matter for
gratulation. Captain Charlton obtained the Society’s gold medal by a
majority of some twenty-six over three or four, and that after the most
sifting investigation and amplest discussion of the subject.

14.—Uncovesantep Service Faminy Pexsion Fuwp—PRovision FoR
FamiLies,

The Anniversary of the Uncovenanted [Family Pension Fund has
again induced us to revert to a subject which, under the most painful
circumstances, is ever pressing itself upon our attention—the provision
which it is the bounden duty of every man, to make for his family in the
event of death depriving them of hissupport. IFor the Covenanted and
Uncovenanted servauts of the Company there are now Funds, and every
man who neglects to join these institutions can have but little regard for
those who have the strongest claim upon his affection, and should have a
large share in his solicitude for their future welfsre. VVhere the' door is
open for making such provision, there is no excuse for not obeying the
dictate of Liumanity as we}l as of affection ; and yet men, both humane
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and offectionate, benevolent and religions, procrastinate to do that which
they never dispute they ought. How often do we hear it said, on the
demise of n respeciable man, whose family are plunged into absolute
penury by his removal,—“ Oh! how sad—he had intended to join the
T'und or to insure his life next month ; he had made all his arrangements
but alas for his family, it was only in intention not in deed.” Then
comes that which the dead feel not, either the dependency of the widow
and family on the kindness of friends or on the charity of the crowd, or the
public subscription, in the obtaining of which the character of the dead
and the feelings of the living are often equally insulted, and after all the
struggling and fighting with almost overwhelming difficulties for a mere
subsistence, inevitable penury too often overtakes the widows and chil-
dren. It were useless for usto enter into details, but if it would give
weight to our suggestion we could point to many and painful instances of
this deseription in our own city, and many there are, we doubt not, equal-
ly afflictive, not known to us.

We urge it therefore upon every husband and every parent, at once to
make provision for the partner of his joys and sorrows, as well as for
those who are bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh.

The Uncovenanted have now the means within their grasp, and we re-
joice to find the Fund in such a healthy state and its members steadily
increasing. We once feared for its stability, but now rejoice to find that
under judicious management it is likely to be the means of comforting
the widow and the fatherless in their bereaved condition. For one and
a large and increasingly large class there is no distinct Fund, we refer to
those who are not in the employment of the Company—for them there is
no such provision, and we would suggest whether or not some such insti-
tution as that which has called forth our remarks on the present occasion,
might not be established in connexion with their interests.

15.—DisTrRior CHARITABLE S0CIETY— A LMS-HOUSE, ETC.

¢ A Friend” has brought to our notice, too late we fear to be of much
avail, the proceedings of the District Charitable Society. This Society
was formed, we believe, for the relief of the once respectable but now
destitute, and for the suppression of vagrancy, irrespective of caste, color,
or faith; a noble object and one which the institution, we trust, will
never lose sight of. The mode hitherto adopted for effecting this has been
by pecuniary aid—this plan, it would appear, is to be almost if not entirely
abandoned—Alms-houses are to be built, or rather are being erected.
in which all claimants for the Charity of the Society must reside. These
Alms-houses are, as far as we can learn, to be conducted on the principle
of the Union Workhouses in Britain,—in which the husband is separated
from his wife, and other plans adopted repugnant to the spirit of Chris-
tian philanthropy. To adopt such plans in an Alms-house in Calcutta in
connexion with tlhe District Charitable Society, would be to deviate from
its original intention. Brand idle pauperism with the most ignominious
badge, let a Bastille or Penitentiary be provided for the incorrigibly vag-
rant, but surely those who have been reduced to poverty by misfortune
are not to be treated as idle paupers put on a level with the practised
chit beggar, or the heedless wretch who would rather steal than work,—
whose trade is begging.

‘I'o adopt the plan referred to, would be to shut up in hopeless wretch-
edness vast proportion of those who most need the Society’s aid. Many
s once respectable person, now reduced to penury, may have friends
willing to give them a room for life, who have not the means otherwise
to aid them, and to whom some 15 or 20 rupees per mensem would be the
means of affording comfortable subsistence—in such a position their mis-
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fortunes are somewhat mitigated. Again others may have a small house
which, if let, would not afford means adequate for their subsistence ; but
who having no other aid caunot live upon the air, to such the stipend
hitherto alloned by the Society is a real Dblessing; or it may be,
the widow of a once respectable man may by dint of persevering labor
scrape together a few rupees, yet by no means adequate to her sup-
port, to her the Society would be a real Llessing with its limited aid
“ at home.”~—Now take any of these cases or others equally striking, and
we ask, would it not be unjust, nay cruel, to compel such persons either
to reside in the Alms-house or to be deprived of all aid from the funds
of the Society ? Suppose, moreover, an aged and respectable couple who
have travelled life’s weary path together in adversity and sorrow, com-
pelled in the last stage of life to live in separate wards under the same
building !—1Is poverty a misfortune or a crime? Such may be the
mercy of a liberal and enlightened age, but it is not the humanity
which works by love, We earnestly entreat the committee not to
cease the erection of the Alms-house, but to reconsider the propriety of
aiding those who in our esteem are really deserving objects of their
benevolence,—those who may in some measure be assisted by others, or
who may be able and willing to do some small trifle towards their own
support, but who without the aid of the Society must starve or beg.

16.—NATIVE CATECHISTS—SALARIES—ADVICE,

For some months past the Calcutta Christian Intelligencer has, through
the medium ef correspondents, been discussing the subject of the salaries
of Native Catechists and Ministers. We have watched this discussion
with considerable interest, not so much for its own sake, as for the feel-
ings and sentiments elicited by it on the subject of the Ministry and its
responsibilities, from the first race of educated Native Catechists and
Ministers. e regret that there is much over which every Christian
man must mourn, and but little te admire, in the sentiments expressed on
the great subject of the Christian Ministry and its functions. Looking,
as we do, on the Christian Ministry, not as a remunerating profession,
but as one which looks for its reward in the amount of good effected
to the lodies and souls of men, we cannot but regret to find the
Native correspondents of the Intelligencer, or those who advocate their
cause, evidently anxious to obtain as high salaries as they possibly
can, and especially endeavouring to shew that they are entitled to
the same sularies us European Missionaries, andin order to make this
appear, inserting such items as shawls, sweetmeats and the like, in their
estimate of Missionary’s expenses. European Missionaries do not receive
more than sufficient to enable them, as foreigners in a climate extremely
hostile to their comstitutions, to keep up their strength for labour, and
it is well known that a native of this country can subsist on much less
than a foreigner, in a style far more conducive to the preservation
of Lis health, just as a European would be enabled to live on much less
in his native land than a native of this country. Moreover, it is to be
feared, that many of these young men have mistaken the eud and design
of the Christian ministry, especially if they look upon it as i means by
which they are to obtain large salaries, live in afluence orsave fortunes.

That there may be those who sustain the ministry of the gospel, who
have large, yea, princely incomes, we do not deny, but they are not those
who, as Ministere, are to be imitated in this matter; the character of a
Minister and especially a Missionary, as it regards reward, should be
like unto his Muster who was poor, yea, who had not where to lay his
head. We should etrive not to follow the errors of the servants, but the
example of the Master.
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We would offer for the serious consideration of our native friends,
who are either in, or may be aspiring to, the work of the Ministry, the
following observations forwarded to us by # friend. ‘I'he moral is point-
ed, and may, if attended to, save many a Native aspirant to the Ministry,
from an equally mortifying and huniliating rebuke :—

“ A young man proposed himself ag¢ candidate for the Missionary work
to one of the contineuntal Societies.—A commission of Ministers was, as
in usual on such occasions, appointed to examine him with regard to his
general qualifications and his piety in particular.—The candidate gave
satisfaction as to the former; but the exaniination on the latter point did
not turn out quite so fuvorably.— The business of the day being ended,
the chairman requested the young man to retire with the promise that he
would, at un early date, inform him of the decision the commission should
come to on the subject of his application.—Previous to leaving the room,
however, he rather pertly addressed the chairman and said : <1 cannot
tell of course whether I have given you satisfaction or not; but in case
you decide on receiving me as your Missionary, 1 wish to know how much
1 shall get”—The chairman instantly perceiving from this question and
the flippant tone in which it was put, what description of character he
had before him, rose and replied : ¢ Sir, I am not able at present to say
precisely what sum the Society will allow you to provide yourself with
food and raiment ; but I am happy to have it in my power to give you a
definite answer concerning another part af your future income, if you
should eventually be accepted as our Missionary : the amount is specifi-
cally laid down in the scriptures—You will see there that in the world
you shall have tribulation,—that you shall be reviled and persecuted,—
that you will he made as the filth of the earth and the off-scouring of all
things, and that even the time may come when whosoever killeth you,
will think that he doeth God service.—Are these terms to your liking ?’
—The candidate saw he had committed himself, he felt ashamed, took up
his hat and walked away ;—and 1 never heard afterwards that he again
offered his services to the Society, a circumstance little to be lamented ;
—for that man makes but a sorry Missionary whose principal induce-
ment for embracing the sacred calling, is the amount of salary he is
to receive, and whose chief enquiry when undertaking the work of an
evangelist, is—How MUCH SHALL I GeT?”’

.
17.—PRoSPECTUS FOR PUBLISHING A NEw Book oF CHuURcH Psarmooy 1v
Roman Hinpusra’ni’.

[We cordially recommend this work to the attention of the Christian church,
and hope it will meet with the patronage it deserves.—Ep. C. C. O.]

‘The members of our mission, in common with others, having seriously felt
the want of a more comprehensive book of Church Psalmody in the Hindus-
tani lunguage, than any hitherto published, it was resolved at our annual meet-
ing in the autumn of 1839, to endeavour, by correspondence with our mission-
ary brethren in different parts of llindustan, to ascertain whether means could
be found for supplying the deficiency. .

The result of this correspondence was a promise, on the part of several
individunls—persons than whom no others are kuown to be better qualified for
such &n undertaking—to furnish original compositions, to be used in the com-
pilation of a new work. Accordingly at our last annual meeting, held in
November, 1840, a committee was appointed 1o receive the manuscripts;
select from thein such as might be best adapted to the purpose; arrange them
iu their natural order ; make out a copious index of subjects, together with a

voL. 1I. + 4 q
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table of first lines, and prefix, to each portion, the names of such tunes, as
might seems best fitted Lo express the sentiments of the piece.

In order to meet the expenses of the publication, the Commitlee was
instructed to issue a prospectus, as soon as praclicable, with 2 view 1o oblain
subscriptions, at the severnl missionary stations, where such n work was likely
to be needed. This is altogether a necessary measure, as the mission is not in
possession of any funds, which could properly be applied to this object.

It is sincerely hoped, therefore, that all who would like to avail themselves
of the advantages of this work, (for the most part new,) will, without delay,
signify, either to the Committee themselves, or (o the Rev. Jos, WarreN,
Allahabad, the number of copies they may require.  The extent of the edition
will depend on the number of copies subscribed for.

The work will consist of a paraphrastic version of the Psalms—alfter the
manner of Dr. Watts—divided into 350 or 400 parts of different metres ;
tozether with about 250 hyinns, on various subjects. A few of the latter are
to be altogether in the native siyle; while the principal part of the work, for the
sake of being adapled 1o English music, has been composed in English mea-
sure like Mr. Bowley’s liymn book, now in general use. It might be mention-
ed here, that of the materials which are to compose the work, Mr. Bowley is,
by far, the largest contributor.

The book is to be printed in 24mo. on good paper, with new brevier Roman
type, in the orthography now most common. 1t is expecled to contain about
450 pages. The binding will be various, to suit the taste of subscribers. Itis
hoped that an edition of not less than 1000 copies will be called for. In this
case the cost of each copy will not exceed one Rupee eight annas, or at most,
two rupees.

Jorn Newron.
Comimittee, { J. M. JamiEsoN,
J. CaLpwELL.
Loodiana Mission, Y

July 30, 1841, §

P.S. The Commitiee cannot venture to put the work to press till at least
500 copies are subscribed for.

A Specimen of the Work.

1. Pamira’ Zaun. Panrra’ Hissa
L. M. Alfretén, Euphrates, Wells.
Sharir o Dinddr ki chdl o anjém.

1 Mcea’nak Li wuh banda hai, 4 Dua se kam wuh kartd hai ;
Khuda hii se jo darta hai ; Barkat sabhi men pétd hai ;—
Alag sharir se rabta hai ; Bedin to aise nahin hain ;

Un ki saléh na mantéa hai. Par bhidse ke misal we hain.

2  Sharir ki chal se dara hai; 5 Inhen hawa urdli haij
Chighéi ki rah se bhagld hai ; Lénat unhen bhagéii hai;
Par khush Khudd ki rih se hai Adaélat mep na chhutenge :
Rat din kaldm ko sochta hai, Nae nek ki suhbat pawenge.

3 Hara darekht sé rahta hai, 6 Khuda dindar ko jénté hai,
Dhare ke pas jo lagé hai ; Aur chal unkf pahehantd hai ;
Mausim men phal jo l4ta hai ; Sharir ki réh to aisi hai,
Hara hamesha rahta hai. Halékat ko p’hunchéli hai,

[The Psalms and Hymns of this work have, in many instances, been altered
from the original forms. This was done with the consent of the authors. ]
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18.—Cunistian Senoor-Bookx Socrery’s Rrport.

We would enll the attention of the heads of seminaries and Missions
to the report of the Calcuttn Christian School Book Society. The Society
is now prepared to supply many of the most useful school hooks to our
Indian seminnries—books adapted to the country, at the lowest possible
rates and in which Christianity is fully taught where it can possibly be
introduced. The Society deserves the amplest support from all engaged
in the instruetion of the young, and it will, we doubt not, ultimately
obtain the support it merits; but at the outset of its career it needs to
be remembered when books are required, the order should then be sent to the
secretary of the Christian School-Book Society. Let us intreat all our
friends to order hooks, school apparatuses, &ec. through the medium
of this Society, and it will ensure to them a systematic order of works
and apparatus of every description at the lowest rates and always avail-
able. ‘I'he Society has this additional recommendation, it seeks to infuse
the truths of Christianity into the youthful mind, even with its daily
searchings after secular knowledge.

Second Circular of the Calcutta Christian School- Book Society,
(from July 1st 1840, 0 July 1s¢ 1841.)

The progress of a Christian Institution can be expected to correspond
only with that of the whole dispensation of which it forms an integral
part. Such has been our experience, and such is now our report, in re-
gard to the Carncurta CurisTIAN ScHooL-Book Socrery, during the past
year. Like the © grain of mustard seed,” embhodying a vital principle,
it has germinated, and is now gradually rearing itself up into the li:ht,
presenting buds of immediate interest, and of future promise for India.

We are contented that the less should be as the greater, that a portion
of Christianity should not obtain more extensive favour than Christianity
itself : and we therefore feel thankful in being able to say, that, during
the year which has elapsed, from July 1840 to July 1841 we have been
enabled to increase in some degree our internal resources, and to extend
considerably our friendly relations. Still, however, it is ¢ our hearts’
desire and our prayer to God,” that al/l India “ may be saved ;" and
therefore do we earnestly desire, that the gospel may prosper a thou-
sandfold more than it has yet done, and that with it also way prosper a
thousandfold every instrument whici it employs. ’

Our subscriptions for the two past years have been upwards of Rs. 4000
—giving an average ofabout Rs.2000 Per annuwm as the Society’s present
income. This is but initial, we trust, not permanent: for, even now, we
find this sum inadequate to meet the heavy demand of preliminary pub-
lication which is required from us, in order to put eur Depository in an
effective state. Several thousand copies of various works have been pub-
lished by the Society, for which a complete sale cannot for along time
be expected ;—and some of these books must be sold to native scholars,
even ut a losd to the Suciety, else they cannot reach their desired des-
tination at all: from which circumstances arises a pressing claim for pre-
sent liberal aid, that the Society may be enabled to act with freedom and
with power. May we not hope for aid in our work, from all those who
love the pure theism of the Bible, and the Catholic Christianity of the
gospel P from all who would honour God and bless man? from the high
grade of those who believe a Christian sehool-book to be the bes¢, down
to the lower grade of educational adherents who say at least, ** a Chris-
tian is better thun o Pagan school-book ?”  Is it so ?—then, help us to
priut and to give the books that wre bottor ; -for suvely, that is the bet-
tor work.

4 q 2
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The list of the Society’s school-books has been increased during the
past year. In this number we include all works furnished from our De-
pository, in our name, whether originally prepared or only adopted by
us. A very few of these, not yet published, ave still in such a state of
forwardness, as to warrant their insertion for the ensuing year, Our pre-
sent list is as follows : —

1. The BengaliSpelling-Book, a small work, for Vernacular Classes

—now in the press.

2. The First Instructor—English, with preface of hints to Teaclhers
—new edition—1 anna.

8. The same in Anglo-Bengali—3 annas.

4. The same in Anglo-Urdu—ready for the press.

5. The Second Instructor—English, 4 annas.

6. 'The same—in Anglo-Bengali —4 annas.

('This Instructor is now being translated into Urdu.)

7. The Third Instructor. A new and improved edition, with con-
siderable alterations, is now in progress—price 12 annas. It
is also in course of translation into Bengali.

8. The Fourth Instructor. A large selection of Extracts, prioce
rupee 1, (also in course of translation into Bengali.)

9. The Poetic Instructor. A large selection from our best poets,
rupee 1.

10. Macculloch’s Course of Reading —highest prose reading-book—
chiefly scientific and religious, with poetry—rupee 1.8.

11. Macculloch’s English Grammar—12 annas,

12. Arithmetical Instructor—with English and Indian tables—in
the press and almost ready—12 annas.

13. Elements of Euclid—six books—rupee 1-8.

14. Solid Geometry, Spherics and Conic Sections—rupee 1-8.

15. Marshman’s Brief Survey of History—two parts; each Ra. 1-2.

16. Marshman’s History of India—ditto ; Rs. 1-2.

17. Marshman’s History of Bengal—ditto ; Rs. 1-2. :

18. Barth's General History on Christian Principles ; from the
German :—(ordered, and expeoted in the course of some months)
—for upper classes.

19. Manual of the Evidences of Christianity—12 annas.

20. Letters on the Evidences of Christianity —12 annas.

21. Bacon’s Novum Organon—a new Translation ; with occasional
notes of & Christian character—now expected to be completed
in the course of the year.”

22, Also in preparation,” on Geography, two works: (1.) a emall
Manual for beginners—(2.) A larger Manual for advanced
classes. The former will be ready in two or three months.

24. Maps of the World, in sets of six, viz. Europe, Asia, Africa,
America, Eastern Hemisphere, Western Hemisphere :—In
sheets, rupees 30 a set. They may also be had varnished and
mounted, at an increased expense.

Besides the above works, we have before us offers and proposals in
regard to other desirable publicationsin different departments ;—and out
of these, we trust, something profitable may ultimately arige, ag our funds
increase, and our friends multiply. One difficulty we have to encounter
in regard to speed of publication ; which is, that our best helpers are
those who are already most actively engaged in other absorbing d.utws H
—ro that we must be contented to receive them gladly, on their own
disinterested condition, that we give them ¢ime. .

It will be seen that we are desirous of promoting vernacular translations ;
and the more sv a¢ we find indigenous Bengali literature to be generally

IS



1841.) Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 657

of such a nature, as cannot be used in a system of even moral and in-
tellectual instruction, not to say Christian education. One of our most
accomplished Bengali scholars, lately attempted to form a volume of mo-
ral extracts, such as might be safely used in general schools ;—but, the
attempt failed ; and probably, an expurgated edition of the Hitopadesh
will be the only result of his labours. Should we he able to obtain any
such comparatively pure Bengali manual, we shall be glad to adopt or
recommend it. ‘T'his remark we extend also to the Hindusthani or
Urdu.

Local Associations have not yet come to our aid; and in a country
where public influence is so much thrown into an opposite scale, we can
easily account for the fact, why many official men, who liberally aid us ia
private, may not choose to embody our principle in a corporate associ-
ation, or to identify themselves with us in our apparent antagonism to an
opposite scheme ; still, we are satisfied to receive whatever we can
obtain :—and we endeavour to hope, that, in due time, nay soon, the
evident and palpable benefits of Christian education will gradually steal
away official reserve from individual minds, and induce even statesmen
themselves not to forbid what yet they may not command. Will not
our friends at Bombay, Madras and Agra be induced- to bestir themselves,
and give body to our common principle ? We shall be glad to hear of a
¢ Christian School-Book Society,” at each of these grand points of ema-
nation ; and we shall also be happy to correspond with them, either as
co-operators, or as independent; and to render them what aid we can,
where unity of spirit is necessary, and uniformity of plan desirable.

The present seems a proper occasion for presenting to view again, after
the lapse of two years, the principles and rules of actionin which our
Society rests.

I. 'The name of the Society shall be, the ¢ Calcutta Christian School-
Book Society.”

[I. ‘I'he bond of the Society shall be, those grand Christian doctrines
in which the Protestant evangelical churches are agreed.

[1I. The special object of the Society shall be, to obtain and furnish
a supply of books in the English and native languages, for promoting
education on Christian principles. -

IV. Such general school-books only shall be kept by the Society, as
are not inconsistent with the word of God :—and such religious school-
books only, as are decidedly scriptural.

V. The necessary supply of books shall be obtained by original com-
position, republication, or by purchase, as may seem best.

“VI. 'T'he Society’s works shall be sold at the lowest price consistent
with pecuniary obligations, and necessary expense of agency : and the
Bociety shall retain a power, in special cases, to dispose of books at
reduced rates.

VIL. 'T'he Society shall alsobe at liberty, if expedient to use its in-
fluence, in any more general form, for the advancement of the grand
object, Christian Education.

VIIL. There shall be a ¢ General Committes” for managing the
business of the Society—with a special ‘ Sub-Committee” to superintend
the preparation and publishing of books.

IX. Subscribers, to whatever amount, shall be considered members of
the Society.

X. ‘The formation of Local Committees throughout the country shall
be solicited and promoted, in order to co-operate with the General Com-
mittee in Caleutta.

Such was our original basis ; and such is that on which we now rest,
in the sure confidence that the specific Christiun principle involved in it
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can never be overturned. We found it in the Book of truth, and we
carry it into a world of error ;—we found it in the Book of God, and we
carry it into r world of sin—-and why ? that all men may be completely
blessed.  Is not ours the Christian dispensation, and shall we not seek
to make every thing Christian ?  TIs not this the age of Christ, and shall
we not, as his redeemed people, strive to concentrate all in him ?—Yea,
we would have all men love Christ—we would have all books serve Christ
—we would have all things lead to Christ,—we would have all Societies
confess Christ—and this is what we call Christianity : —if it be not, shew
us from the word of Christ thit we err. Our hearts are surrendered to
this. that by all Christian means, India shall be Christian : —and what
are those means ? Love, Reason, Truth, and Grace. We will act with
love ; we will use reason in argument ; we will teach the whole truth of
Christ ; and we will pray for, and trust in, the grace of the Holy Spirit.
Philosophy and literature, the languages, the arts, the sciences, and all
secular influences, shall be but as the camels, dromedaries and elephants
of burthen in this enthusiastic service :—we will not bow down and serve
them ; but they shall all bow down and serve Christ. This, thisis the
true order of things ; and this is that which shall yet be owned and done
over every land. In this work, let us spend our days ;—for this work,
let us sanctify our resources ; —to this work, let us dedicate property ;
—by this work, let us ever stand in good report and in bad alike ;—
through this work, let us seek to fulfil the compound law of love to God
and man ;—and, from the very midst of this worl, let us answer our
Master’s summons saying to us, “ Come up hither!” And when we go,
may many a Hindu, blessed by us, in due time follow us, and attest for
ever the biessedness of Christian education, and above all, attest eter-
na/ly the unfailing truth and immeasurable importance of this funda-
mental Christian proposition—CHRISsT IS THE L1GET, AND CHRIST 1§ THE
LIFE OF THE WORLD !

J. MacponarLp, Corresponding Secretary,

J. CampreLr, Minute Secretary.

J. W. ALexanper, Cash Secretary.

*_* Suhscriptions to be forwarded to the Secretaries :—Applications for books to
Alr. G. C. Hay, at the Depository, 99, Dhurramtollah.

19.—THE ANNIVERSARIES IN LoONDON,

We regret our inability togive any lengthened account of the different
religious anniversaries in London in the months of April/, May and June
last—we had designed so to do, but press of other matter and inability to do
anything like justice to them without a heavy supplemental number, have
compelled us to forego the intention for this year at least. S8hould our
friends desire a supplement containing an account of the meetings next
year, we shall be glad to hear from them on the subject. We can under-
take tu provide them with a pumber containing nearly all the important
meetings, for two rupees, and this we are willing to undertake, provided
a sufficient number of subscribers can be found to cover the expense.
The anuniversaries were distinguished by more sobriety than in former
years; less ExcITEMENT has evidently prevailed. The real difficuities of
the Mission work have been brought out more fully, the funds of nearly
every institution, while they have been greater than in former years,
have fullen short of their expenditures to a considerable amount. 'I'his
arises from the establishment of new Missions and the increasing wants
of old stations. A feeling of Urotherly love amidst all the hitterness of
politico-party-feelings evidently characterized the assemblies of the
people of God, and upon the whole we should hope that the importance of



1841.] Missionary and Religious Inlelliyence. 659

Missions and the responsibilities of the Church in connection with them
wns more deeply und prayerfully felt than in former years. This augurs
well for Misstons, and will, we doubt not, be productive of much good.

20.—EngLanD.

Since our last, events of the deepest moment to the Fatherland have
happened. Parliament has been dissolved, the "elections have closed
and the probabilities many that the administration of affairs will be
transferred to the Conservatives, and that India will have a Tory
Governor General. From all that we can gather, purity of election has
not been secured nor the morals of the people improved by that which
was declared to be & panacea for all the ills of life, the Reform Bill.
The country was, at the time the last Mail left, in a very disturbed and
dissatisfied state. The only hope for England at present is a coalition
of the moderate and practical men of both parties; our hope is that
tired and jaded by the contests of parties, the people may express their
desire to this effect and the Sovereign at once respond to it.

21.—ScoTLAND. .

The subject of discussion in the matters of the Church of Scotland
appears almost in stetu quo—various vexatious and irritating proceedings
have been commenced, in which the principle under discussion is involv_
ed, but by which it will not be settled. The leaders of both the great
parties in parliament, Sir Robert Peel and Lord John Russell, have
declared their determination, if any interference must be rendered on
the part of the parliument, to support the deposed ministers. This of
course will only widen the breach. 'T'he leaders of both parties appear
stedfust to their purpose, so that unless some medium measure can
be adopted, in which a considerable majority will acquiesce, we see
no means by which the question can be settled, at present, without
exclusion of the many by the few, or by the secession of the majority.
Our only desire is that the discussion and excitement may be over-ruled
for the good of the true spiritual body of Christ in Scotland, and this
attained, little will it avail who shall triumph asa party, whether this
or whether that, if Christ be but glorified.

22.—DearH oF THE Rev. JornN Dyer, SEcRETARY TO THE BaPrisT
Missionary Sociery.

The following documents have just reached us, in the Calcutta Baptist
Missionary Herald, respecting the melancholy death of the Rev. J. Dyer,
for 23 years secretary to the Baptist Missionary Society. \While labouring
under temporary derangement he committed suicide by drowning. Symp-
toms of insanity had been observed in his conduct by his friends for
some time previous to the melancholy event, traceable tv no especial
cause, unless it may be ascribed to the untiring energy with which he
had pursued the arduous duties of his station for so great a number of
years, which may have impaired his intellect or thrown it out of its hap-
py equilibrium. He was naturally and religiously a most amiable, cheer-
ful and devoted man, aud we can but say of this event, as of many others,
it is inscrutable, and must wait the issue of the great day, ere the design
of that Being who is too wise to err, too good to be unkind can be seen
in its permission. Most sincerely do we sympathize with the afflicted
family and friends of the deceased.

Fen Courc, July 31s¢, 1841,
Dean Brurunex,

1tis my painful duty to announce the death of my respected colleague, the Rev.
J. Dyer; he was removed under circumstances of a very painful nature, but sueh as
left no doubt of his derangement. 1 enclose a resolution of the Committee. ‘l'rust-
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ing that by the kindness of our {riends here the duties of the Mission will suffer no

inconvenience, and that we shall have the guidance of the great Head of the Church,
1 vemain, yours very faithfully,

Teo the Brethren at Calcutta. (Signed) JOSEPH ANGUS.

At a Meeting of the Committee of the Buptist Missionary Society, July 20th, 1841 ;

« Resolved,

“ That this Committee, in recording on their minutes the decease of their invalu-
able coadjutor and beloved friend, the Rev. John Dyer, desire, with huwility and
profound subinission to the will of God, to bow to the inscrutable and heirt-rending
providence by which the Society has been deprived of its senior Secretary, and his
family bereft of an affectionate and revered parent. They call to mind, with feelings
of mourn(ul satis(action, the numerous and important services, which he was enabled
to render in the promotion of the Redeemer’s kingdom both at home and abroad, by
the singular abilities and endowments which it had pleased God to confer upon him ;
and with devout thankfulness they reflect on the Christian virtues which adorned his
blameless life. and on the unimpaired integrity and uniform consistency of his per-
sonal character and official conduct, down to the period of his deeply lamented
affliction and death. Under the distressing circumstances amidst which that event
has taken place, they feel it to he a duty they owe to his memory, to his sorrowing
widow and family, and to the constituents of the Society, to pay their public and
unanimous tribute of respect and Christian love to his moral worth, his dignified and
awmiable deportment, his entire consecration to God, and to the accuracy, punctuality
and uprightness which characterized to the last, and through the preceding period of
23 yvears, the performance of the onerous and responsible duties of his office.

‘“ Resolved also, that the above Resolution be transmitted to the family, and insert-
ed in tke Herald and Patriot.”

23.—REAL STaTE oF THE MiIssroN FIELD AND FEELING IN A LBITER FROM
TRE REv. J. MacpoNaLp, CaLcuTTA.

To the Missionary Association connected with the Scotch Church, River
Terrace, London.
Calcutta. Feb. 13, 1841.

My dear Friends and Brethren,—The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all! Your pastor, who is also the president of your Associa-
tion has requested me, on your behalf, to write you a Jetter concerning
the state of the Lord’s work generally, and of our own specific mission in
the field in which I am stationed. And with whom can I correspond so
gladly as with you? Were ye not once my flock ? are ye not still tenants
of my heart, under the Lord Jesus? Am I not now your missionary, if
ve will ; even as once your minister, and president of the same Association
to which now I write ?

Yet, what shall I write about ? I scarcely know. All my report to you
may be summed up in few words. We are sowing seed, and it disappears
from our eye in the earth; but, we hope that it will grow and appear
some day. What more can | say—what more would you wish to know ?
I have been now for three full years in this field of labour, endeavouring
to work asthe Lord leads me. Each year am I sinking in my own
esteem—each year does the magnitude of the work rise in my sight—
each year do | see that God has a controversy of some kind with his
Church in India, and that much patience and humiliation will be needed,
until he fully vindicate his sovereignty of operation and his righteousness
of character in the salvation of sinners,—each year do I feel more and
more that the Church has more need to worl in silent humiliation, and
deep serious prostration of spirit, than to be speaking constantly about the
beggarly trifles which she has yet done :—for, what has the visible Church
yet done in this land, that is worthy of any other nume, when compared
with her obligations, her opportunities, her means? Ve have not yet
drawn one furrow through the length of the land. The work is only
beginning. “ We have not yet scratched the surface,” said an active,
zealous, and most efficient missionary, of the London Missionary Society,
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of 15 yearg standing, to me a few days ago, when we were talking of the
state of things. Our muster roll may read well from a platform at
home—Dbut, alas ! when read out on the field of action, how differently
does it sound ! We have not, nominally, 2 man to a million—we have
not really, in constant operation, above a man to two millions, such is
the effect of climate—yes, if you consider that missionaries are generally
stationed in towns and villages, then are there throughout the country
whole fives and tens of millions, without a man of God to visit them!
‘There are villages, and many thousands of people, within 50 miles of
Calcutta, which have never even heard the Gospel as yet,—so hath told
me that respected missionary (A. F. Lacroix) to whom I formerly refer-
red. Now, what are 50 miles around Calcutta to a country which is thus
described, ‘¢ It extends somewhat above 1800 miles from north to south,
and, at its-greatest breadth, nearly 1500 miles from east to west!” See
London with her 500 Churches and Chapels —yet, how destitute does she
seem to those who watch her miseries ! but what shall we say to Calcutta
with her eight or ten Chapels for missionary work, and congregations vary-
ing from a score to 150, in each from time to time—and that amongst a
population of about 400,000 idolaters and infidels! Ah, my brethren, re-
member what is not done, whilst ye count up what is done for India.
No man who only thinks of what he has paid, but forgets what he has
not paid, and what he therefore yet owes, can be safein his temporal
concerns—no more can ye, in that which is spiritual.

But, my beloved friends, there is to me something more painful still
than this defect of human e¢gency. There is an evident restraining of divine
influence, so that conversion is a very rare thing amongst us. This isa
fact most painfully obvious to us ; God is not putting forth power amongst
us ; the Holy Spirit is restrained. It is sometimes supposed at home that
there is a spirit of enquiry among the natives. I will not speak of other
Places which I have not known, but of this district I will say, positively, I
have seen no spirit of enquiry as yet. Theve is a fearful deadness, a fearful
levity, amongst the mass of native society, to all that is holy, righteous,
or true. The Hindu laughs, the Musalmén scowls, the sceptic sneers—
and these are the great divisions of the city. Now and then you meet with
one who has been shaken in his errors, and may be induced to enter into
serious conversation—even this is a source of joy when it occurs—but
how seldom does it lead to any substantial result. Alas! alas ! how often
are we here like men in a dry and thirsty land, straining our eyes for a
symptom of divine grace in the souls of pupils or hearers—and often does
that which pleases the eye turn out to be but a mirage of the flesh !

What I write applies to our Missionary Institution. For ten years, with
an average from first to last, varying from 300 to 800 pupils, from the
age of 5 to 20, has the word of God been taught in this valuable institu-
tion. What better selection of susceptibility could be made, what more
favourable circumstances be chosen ? yet the result as to present conver-
sion is just the same. We have but four who have been induced to follow
Christ out of all these —and, at present, wa know of none who desire to
join them. It is a fact acknowledged amongst us, that, of our oldest
pupils we have our least hope,—and that here, just as at home, there is
a certain stage after which truth seems to produce no effect, and excite
no emotion save that of dislike. T'hese are painful facts—they indicate
a very serious absence of divine influence in this great field,—and what
can distress a Christinn more than this? 1know there is a very light
and easy way of getting rid of this subject, by saying that all the work
now is preparatory! And so it is,—but enn a man see generations
dying, and millions perishing, and only say, all this is preparatory ! Can
we see class after class, in the very prime of childhood and youth, passing
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away from under the sound of salvation, to the amount of hundreds, with
only three or four believing in Christ, and not be pained when it is
said, ¢ this is preparatory.”  Christ wept over present unbelief, and so
must we—and until we become a race of weepers and mourners over the
present state of conversion in this land, especially in this neighbourhood,
1 expect no good. Oh for a heart to feel with Christ, to weep with
Christ, to bleed with Christ!

Why have I written in this strain, so different from what many desire,
and what some dread to publish? 1st. Because I write as in the sight
of God, who is witness of my writing, and weigheth every word that [
write. 2d. Because the naked truth alone can produce the fruits which
we desire to see produced. 3d. Because this statement will shew how
much we need the sympathy of our brethren at home. 4th. Because it
will shew how great is our affection to this work when we love it, and
would live and die in it, amidst all its painful trials. [t is easy to love the
living—but oh, how difficult to love the dead! 5th. Because we would
have you prepared for any gracious interposition of our Lord on our
behalf, should it please Him to grant us help from above, and to pour out
his Spirit upon us, so that many or few are converted, then, having
sung of judgment, you will sing more sweetly of mercy afterwards.
6th. Because we would stir you up to lay hold of the great Covenant of
Grace on our behalf. Oh! pray, pray, pray, for us! In the closet, the
family, the sanctuary, pray for the Holy Ghost to visit us. 7th. Because
we would stir you up to extreme efforts for the work here. This is ne
ordinary case. We want in India a tHOUSAND MEN, as well as an
Omnipotent Spirit. I speak not now of particular missions or sects.
Send us men, more men, “full of the Holy Ghost and of faith,” We
may some day have a good native agency; we have them not yet—
and if we had, they cannot yet act alone. They are very weak in grace
generally, and very few in numbers. Oh, brethren, come to our help
more than ever ye have done.

The missionaries of the Church of Christ in Calcutta are a very united
body. They meet together, pray together, preach together (with a few
exceptions), and consult together. Ve feel our losses to be mutual.
These have been severe during the past year. The London Missionaries
have lost Piffard—The Church Missionaries, Wybrow,—The Baptist
Missionaries, I’earce and Parsons ; these in Bengal, whom I personally
knew as holy and devoted men. But fresh men are stepping forward to
fill their places. *\Who next?” is our frequent thought in this land of
trial and danger.

As this letter is in some degree introductory, it is therefore more
general. The ordinary details of our missionary institution you have
through other channels. We have an attendance of 870, and there are
five missionaries in constant educational operation. My own work,
about which I am asked, is the teaching of God’s word, in its letter, its
doctrines, its evidences, five days of the weel. On the Sabbath days 1
have constant opportunities of preaching to different congregations, so
that I have not had an idle Sabbath for months. My brethren are devoted
to their Christian work, and it prospers in their hands.

But I must conclude. I have endeavoured to fulfil your request, and
have written you a full letter. The Lord bless you all with his holy
Spirit.

P Yours in most affectionate remembrance,
(Signed)  Joun MacooNaLy.

We have much pleasure in inserting the letter of our esteemed friend,
we trust it is the beginning of 2 new and faith.stirring series of letters
from the Indian to the European churches,—En, C. C. O.



ADYVERTISEMEMNTS.
CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN TRACT AND BOOK SOCIETY.

The following statement, extracted from the minutes of the Tract Society, is

submitted to the serious consideration of the friends of the Society.
“ 13tk April, 1841,

¢ The Secretary read the Report of the Committee appointed at last meeting
to take into consideration the state of the Society’s pecuniary affairs, from which
it appears that in order to keep up a regular supply of tracts in the Bengali,
Hindustani and Hindui languages during the current year, an expenditure of Rs.
20,400 will be required ou a moderate estimate ; that of this, paper to the value
of Rs, 6,400 has been granted by the London Religious Tract Society, leaving a
prospective expenditure of Rs. 14,000. That judging from the income of former
years the greatest amount of receipts that can be counted on during what
remaine of the present year is Rs. 3,500 or just one-fourth part of the necessary
expenditure, This statement was ordered to be published in the Christian 04-
server and Intelligencer.”

Extracted from the minutes of the Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society
by THOMAS SMITH, Secretary.

Calcutta Christian School Book Society.

The Committee of the Calcutta Christian School-Book Society have
much pleasure in announcing to the Friends of Christian Education,
that they are prepared to issue the following School-books from their
depository, No. 99, Dharamtala.

1. Instructom, No. 1. English and Bengali, price 2 annas.

2, InstruUcTOR, No. 2. Ditto Ditto, 4 annas.
3. InstrucToR, No. 3. English, 12 annas.
4, Insrructor, No. 4. Ditto. 1 Rapee.

Each of these books consists of two parts. The first, lessons on general
subjects, and the second, lessons in Scripture History and Biography.

5. Poetical Instructor, 1 rupee.

A collection of pieces from the best English Poets, moral and religious.

6. McCulloch’s course of Elementary Reading in Science and Literature,
Rs. 1.12. A new edition improved, full-bound.

7. McCulloch’s English Grammar, 12 annas.

8, Marshman’s History of Bengal, 1-2.

9. Marshmaun's History of India, 1-2.

10. Horne's Manual of the Evidences of Christianity, 12 annas.

11. Letters on the Evidences of Clristianity, addressed to Hindus, By
Philalethes, 12 annas.

12, Elements of plane Geoinetry, based on Playfair’s first six books of
Euclid—Chambers's Educational course, Rs. 1-8, full-bound.

13. Solid and spherical Geometry and Conic sections—Chambers’s Eduaca-
tional course. A large number of the two last works bave just been received,
Rs, 1.8, full-bound. »

14. System of Arithmetic—in the press.

15, A Manual of Geography—in the press.

16. Sets of Maps prepared for the General Assembly’s Schools, each set
containing 6 Maps, large size at 30 Rs. per set in sheets.

The above maps may be had mounted uccording to order.
All orders will be rcceived and attended to by the Society’s Depositary, Mr.
G. C. Hay, No. 99, Dharamtala, Calcutta.

For Sale at the Calcutta Christian Observer Office, No. 99, DAaramtala.
Complete Sets of the Calcuita Christian Observer from its commencement
in 1832 to the present period, comprising 9 vols. Co.’s Rs. 45 ; and complete
vols, for each yeur 6 Ra. per vol. Odd numbers 1 Rupee each.
Also, The Swffering Saviour, a tract for Sinners. Originally addressed to a
Subbath School. By the Rev. John Macdouald, A. M. late Minister of the Scotch
Church, River Terrace, Islington, The third Edition, enlarged, price 6 annas.



AGKNOYILEDEGMENTS,

DovATioNg AND Sunscrierions 1o THE Catcurra CarisTraNy Tract

AND Book Soctery, ur To SeprrMarw 28,

1811,

Bonares Subscriptions  through Capt. ()'Hara, Commz. 2d Cav. 10
Capt. Fagan,.s....uvveueen.. 1200 Ensign Bacon, 50th N. I. ...,.. 10
By Capl. Wheler, Agra. Rev. J. Bell, 1841, PP 1
J. Dodd, Esqe vuvseivneenncnes 5 J. Barker, Esq Surgeon, 30th
Lt Dewnll, vuiviinivnninniaae 4 N.LOI84Y, .ivirvinaan 12
Mr. CArter, «ouveevsveveensnes 5 Lieut. Berher, ditto, .. 12
M, J. Gordon, +,..vsuvesasss 6 Lieat. Conington, 24th N 1 1811 12
P. Reid, Bsq: covrvsnnsn 4 F. R. Donation, eeceeerenneens 5
Mr. Ao John, civeennens 5 S('C']n'ﬁl' Subccriptiom.
Mr. Connoryeeesva.veanenese.. 10 A Friend, P
Mr.Rae, eovvevnsnnnenesnnaae 4 Capt, erchell cesresscass B
Mr, M. Anthoney, ¢eevveereeee 2 Capt. Blake‘...... [
H. Itwin, Esq. seveassssnease 10 Lieut. Oldfield, seveeiviinvsnns. 5
Two Friends, .covevoneesaones 5 Caleunita,
Rev, Mr. Moore, .cesve «avsuns 10 E. Lee Warner, Esq. .......... 30
M. Woollaston, Esq. 1841l...... 12 R, Clarke, Esq.C. S. ........., 25
J. Urquhart, Esq. 1841,.... ... 12 G. Plowden, Esq..osvvrveev..,. 20
Mr. Crauford, 1841 vouvveeavess 12 Mrs. Richards, vovevvverreaenne 20
Capt. Wheler, 4 monthe at 5..., 20 Major DeBude,eeverenenrevon.. 16
Genl, Sir W, Richards, 3 months, J. Lamb, Esq. ..covvvrnvnanen. 16
B0 4, caiiirriareriianais 12 C. K. Robison, Esq. ...vsnve.. 10
Mr. Blancheth, 3 months, at l,.. 3 A.Grant, Esqe ovvvvevnneinnn,, 10
A Friend, 4 months, at 4, . .... 16 Capt. T. Hamlin, evcouivven,.,s 10
Collections at Monghier by Miss Mrs. Piffard, 1841, ............ 30
Page, covieiniiieinieneseas 60 Capt, Eckford, 1841, ........ ., 30
Saugor Subscriptions. Rev. J. Williarson, 1841, ...... 12
Lt. Col. Home, 50th Regt. N. I.. 50 Rev.D. Ewart,o.eevvueennne... 12
Major Bird, Comg. 24thRegt.N.I. 25 Mrs. Keatiog, 1st Qr. 1841, ... 3
SeameN's Frienp SocieTy.
W. Wallis, Esq. vaveseseesesse 12 Capt, Grieves, ......-u. 5
M. Johnston, Esq. cevvueeiense 10 yy Patrick, ceeescenisn 5
J. Mazxton, Esq. svvvaenecivees 10 5 Chatterton, voeeveevenss.. 3
J. Biss, Esq.  ecvsisescevesers 5 w Hall, ,...iciiivenial... 5
Capt. Snell, cevvvivennarensone 5 sy A, Smith, ...eceeneee... 10
,, Coleman, .......ce0ea0e 5 Mr. A, Thompson,...eeveiiene.. 3

»w W. White, vovrvnveniinae 5

T. Boaz and H, AxprEWS, Hon. Secs,

BenGar AuxILiaArRy MiIssioNARY SocIeETY.

Capt. Harington; ,ivuuevevonees 10

10

L

15

10

Tros. Boaz, Hon. Secy.

SaiLors’ HomE,

J. W. Grant, Esq. monthly,.. 10 0 0
Hon'ble Company—House Rent -

for July,.evieeeeencaese.a350 0
Capt. Cumberlege, annual, .. 5 0
Capt. Neatly, Ship Susan, Don. 5 0
D. Elliot Esq. annual, «v.... 20 0
A, Dick, Esq.eovuveraneeese 200

=N N =)

W. Harvey, Esq. Don. .... 160 0
J. H. Barlow, Esq. through
A. Dick, Esq. vvvvunanen 5400

Major H, B Hemierson as
Special Juryman,
Col. Laund, Dofueeusvevans

sesens 102 6 6
16 0 0

W. Bavston, detg. Secy.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RLCEIVED FOR THE CALcuTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

Rev. J. Phillipg, .o vvvvescinans 6
C. Morley, Esq. v.ccviveesenae 10
Dr. Garden, «ovvveunn.
H.J. Lee, Esq.
R. H. Snell, Esq. ,........... 10
T. P. Woodcock, Esq...vuvvenae 10
Calcutta, Sept. 25, 1541, G. C.

Major DeBude,vseevure..

Rev. T. Phillips, ........

W. H. Jones, Esq. ...coveavan.

Rev. R, C. Mather, M. A,

\\ Kennedy, Esqueieeeinerens.
. Carlow, Esq,
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