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I. That the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OBSERVER he established on 
tho~e eYangelical principles, in which the leading Reforrnen of the 
16th century were agreed. 

II. That no piece, advocating the veculiarities of a particular 
denomination, shall in anv case be inserted in the work. 

III. That the Editor;, who are of different religious denomina­
tions, shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to mo­
dify or reject all communications which may appear contrary to the 
above Rules. 

·we must request the patience of our esteemed Correspondents, whose favors 
have been unavoidably postponed.-Articles of any length must reach us before 
the 20th of the month. 

Papers will he acceptable on the following subjects :-1. Christian Doctrines. 
2. Christian Duties. 3. Benevolent Societies. 4. Missionary and other Philan­
thropic Exertions. 5. Progress and Promotion of Education, especially on­
Christian Principles. 6. Illustrations of the Sacred Scriptures. 7. Translations• 
of the Bitle. 8. Biographical Notices of Eminent Christians connected with 
India. 9. Biographical Notices of Remarkable Native Characters in ancient and 
modern times. 10. Moral Statistics of India. 11. Manners, Customs, and Super­
&titions of the Natives. 12. Extracts from the Vedas, Puranas, and Shastras-
13. Nati~e Proverbs. U. Removal of Impediments to the Conversion and 
Ci~ilization of the Natives, as the Government Countenance of Idolatry, the 
Unchristian Condnct of Europeans, &c. 15. Publications connected with India. 
16. Antiquities oflndia. 17. Geography of India. 

A PASTOR'S MEMORIAL, OR RELICS OF A BY-GONE MINIS­
TRY, BY J. MACDONALD, OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S 
MISSION, CALCUTTA. 

To be had at Messrs. Ostell and Lepage's, British Library :-Messrs. 
Thacker and Co., St. Andrew's Library :-and at Messrs. Hay, Meik and 
Co.'s, Calcutta. Price three Rupees. 

THE PROTEST ANT FUND. 
A Fund has been formed in Calcutta for the purpose of diffusing infor­

mation on the subjects of Protestantism and Popery ; 1, by the reprint of 
old or modem works on the subject ; 2, by obtaining useful publications 
from Britain ; 3, by extending the usefulness of the Advocate by enabling 
its conductors to obtain more information on matters connected with the 
Papacy, increasing the size of the periodical or by issuing extra numbers 
as the importance or interest of the subject may demand. 

Subscriptiona will be recei'Oed b9 the Rev. T. Boaz, Union Chapel 
HO'IUJe, Dk«ramtala. 

The Monthly Miseionary Prayer Meeting will (D. V.) be held on Monday eveniog 
the lst instant, at the Union Chapel, Dharamtala; service to commenoe at i past 7 
o'clock. 

Tbt Committee of the Christian Tract and Book Society will meet (D. V.) for the 
deapatch of busi.Dess on Tuesday morning, the 1 Ith instant, at the Union Chapel 
Holl8e, Dharamtala. 

The Church Missionary Prayer Meeting will be held (D. V .) at the Old Church 
Rooms, on Tuesday evening, the 2nd instant;-service to commence_ at 7 o'clo~k. 

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transection of business 
on the third Tuesday in every month, a~ 9 o'clock in the morning. . . 

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the lut Fnday in every 
month at the Bible Society's Hou1e, at g o'clock in the morPiPg, 
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1.-Brief Outlines -0f Christianity~ 
{Intended chiefly for Native Youth.) 

OUTLINE 1.-GENEltAL AND INTRODUCTORY: WHAT IS 
CHRISTIANITY ? 

CHRISTIANITY, as is well known, derives its name from the 
Lo RD JESUS CHRIST. This most extraordinary and glorious 
personage appeared in the land of Judea, in the region of 
Syria, when it was under the Roman dominion, about eighteen 
hundred years ago. At a very early period, his fo1lowers were 
known by the name of "Christians :" the ei·a by whicb. they 
calculate, from the bh-th of their Lord, is called the "Chris­
tian Era ;" and the system of doctrine, by which they ar_e 
distinguished, is called the "Christian Religion," or "Ca11.1s­
TIANITY"-a term convenient for use, and not unsatisfactory 
for definition. 

2. Christianity de1·ives also its characteristic glory from the 
same most glorious pc!'son, 1'HE LORD JEsus CnarsT.-HE 
having ever pre-existed as Goo, by mimcnlous conception and 
real incarnation became man, in order to become a true sacri­
fice fo1· sin, and so become the Saviour of sinners: He lived in 
comparative obscurity until he was thirty years of age, when 
he was baptized, and devoted himself to his public ministry 
for the remaining few years of his life: He taught divine doc­
trine, perfo1·med many mirncles, manifested a perfect character, 
and went about continually doing good ; and at last laid clowu 
his life on the crnss, yielding himself over to the cruelty of 
wicked men, who thus unwittingly fulfilled the purpose of 
God for human redemption : He arose again from the dead, 
was seen by more than five hundred witnesses, ascended up 
into heaven, sits there at the 1·ight hand of God-and is to 
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cornC' again, to judge the 1rorld, and to bring all his trne people, 
as one church, into lwarcnly and eternal glory. Such is the 
paramom1t place "·hich C Ii RIST holds in the Christian system ; 
cn·n such a place as the sun holds in the firmament of 
hca,·en. 

3. Christianity, in the more loose and secular use of the 
term, is conside1·ed to be the religious belief professed, and 
the religious conduct practised, by those who in the world are 
conYentionally called Christians. This however is, in realitv, 
a Yery incorrect and unjust definition :-for, such nominal 
Christianity is of the most capricious, changeful, uncertain 
and contradictory character ;-so that, what some consider 
to be Christian practice is, by others, necessarily condemned 
as utterly unchristian ; and what multitudes uphold as the 
faith of Christ, is abhorred by others as the apostacy of Anti­
christ. Such a definition then of Cluistianity we refuse; even 
as we would not permit the superstitions of Paganism to be 
defined as the Religion uf natural theology. 

4. Christianity, in its real per~onal subsistence, is a life of 
faith and practice, agreeable to the Ch1·istian standard, THE 

BIBLE: for it alone contains the law and gospel of Christ, 
the rule of all Christian life. There is only so much of real 
Christianity in the world, as there is of correspondence with 
that Book of Christ; aud any man is only so far a Christian, as 
he thinks, speaks and acts consistently with the spirit, principles 
and doctrines of that supreme record. What disagrees with this 
is unchristian; what rejects or contradicts it is anti-christian. 

5. Christianity, as a matter of history, has existed for 
~ighteen hundred years; during which time it has occupied a 
prominent and chief place among the records of the civilized 
world. It has undergone many changes, prosperoi1s and ad­
verse ; it has been subjected to many secular influences, for 
good or for evil; and it has varied both in form and character, as 
an object of contemplation to its friends ancl enemies :-but, it 
has never ceased to exist ; it has maintained an unbroken suc­
cession of men and of writi11gs-and "The History of the 
Church" is as real and patent as is the history of the world 
itself. 

6. Christianity, however, in reality,is of most ancient origin; 
for it has existed since the fall of man, and is thus almost 
coeval with the world. It was revealed in a prospective form., 
consisting of prophecies and types;-first to the patriarcha, 
and then to the Israelites or Jews :-the prophecies, in1 imaling 
the fact of a future Saviour and salvation-the types illustrating 
by varwus objects and acts, the peculiar character of that which 
was thus to come; and both together com1tituting the basis of 
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rclig-ious faith to the pcoph: of God. Thus, i11 fact, Christianity 
is the 11wst a11cie11t, and the 011ly original, religion in the world ; 
so that, where priority is claimed, Christianity is first. 

7, Christianity claims for its source the mind of Goo; for 
it is a divine Revelation. Goo, in compassion for the sin, mi­
sery, ignorance aud weakness of man, was pleased, in various 
forms and by various means, at various periods and through 
various agents, to reveal his will to our fallen race, in regard 
to Himself and in regard to them :-and the collective sum of 
these revelations is called the " Christian Scriptures," or " the 
Bible," This mode, in which God has thus revealed His 
mind to us, is called Inspiration ;-and these inspired writings 
constitute the record of Christianity, and are ever claimed by 
Christians as being the very mind of God on the subjects which 
they comprehend. 

8. Cluistianity presents evidence corresponding to its claims. 
It demands investigation, and claims to prove itself true. 
Every species of evidence that a reasonable or honest mind, 
in the circumstances of the case, can desire, it furnishes; and 
it treats as a sinner, the man who refuses to search into its 
claims. 1'Vhilst it offers grace to its enemies, it only asks for 
.bare justice from them in return. It has given birth to an 
era of truth and evidence in every department of humanity 
which it has been permitted to influence ;-and its volumes of 
unanswerable evidences form a splendid company in the tri­
umphant procession of truth. Like light, it first proves itself, 
and then proves whatever else it shines upon to be what it 
really is ;-and so, by a two-fold prncess, it proves itself to be 
the light of truth. 

9. Christianity has for its immediate end, its avowed design, 
to bless men, by saving them from spiritual evil or sin, in its 
present power, and in its future consequences,.-and so 
diminish, and ultimately remove, even the natural evil by 
which the world is oppressed. This it would effect by leatling 
men to the LORD JEsus CHRIST: through faith in whom, in 
virtue of a divine arrnngement, sinful and miserable men may 
be restored to the knowledge, favour, likeness, service and bless­
edness of God. The very name" J Esus'' (" Saviour") reminds 
us that Christianity is salvation by CHRIST.-Such is its glo1·ious 
and beneficent design, in the mind of Goo, and in the faith 
of trne believers. 

10. Chl'istianity, in its accomplished effect, is a complete 
spiritual revolution ; so complete as to be compared to a new 
creation, a second bii·th, a resunection from the drad. The 
mosl striking feature in this revolution is total devotedness of 
love an<l service to the LORD JESUS CHRIS1', accompanit•d with 
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thr most thorough confidence in his lo,·e and mercy as a Saviour. 
Gon takes the place of the world; and dnty takes the place of 
sin, in CH RTST's name and through CHRIST'S gospel; there are 
Christian love, light, power, bliss in the soul :-and the whole 
man is now known chiefliy as a Christian man. 

l l. Christianity rests for success- on an accompanying 
Dirine energy. It is in itself but a grand ordinance, by which 
Gon works for the salvation of man: and from the very excellency 
of its nature, must of necessity expect to be rejectea er resisted 
)>y sinful and unholy man. But the Holy Spii-it of God presides 
over its ministration, and by his inward aF1d constitutional 
operation, He so rectifies the depraved and prejudiced soul, that 
it gladly receives that which is thus proposed for its good. 
lYhaterer God has determined on, is thus accomplished most 
surely ; and the reception of Christianity by the spiritual man 
becomes as much a matter of course, as its rejection by the 
i;;infnl man. 

12. Christianity employs human agency for its maintenance 
and extension. Not only are its m~mbers bound to do what 
lies in their power for these ends, but there is a)so a special 
evangdistic mi'Ilistry, whose chief business it shall be to teach 
Christian doctrine, and to proclaim Christian t1·uth. It thus 
combines in its ministration, the strong influence of a common 
15ympathy, and the high proof of actual experience; and whilst 
it comes from God, it enters into man as a part of himself. This 
human agency must always confide in the divine energy of the 
Holy Spirit, io orciler to effect true Christian conversion-and 
its power will ever be as its faith in CHRIST, THE HEAD. 

13. Christianity is embodied, as to living representation, ifl 
the Church. This consists of all those, every where, who believe 
on the Loan JES us Ce RIST, who obey His gospel, observe Hi6 
vrdinaeces, aud call upon His name. The visible church consists 
of those who profess to do these things :-the i',ue church of 
those who really and consistently do them; form eonstitutes the 
one, but form and life the other. This church i& one : anti 
a.midst many internal impeFfections and external divisio11s, it 
ea.n ne\'er be but one :-tor it has but one Head, even CHRIST, 
and one bond of faith, even the Bible :-its difference is subor:.. 
dinate, but its agreement is supreme : the internal law of this 
church is, that its members love one another for Cua1sT's sake 
-and the external, that it be separate from the evil that is in 
the world, as Csa1sT was. 

14. Christianity has for its medium of communication, the 
Gospel. This is that particular message concerning C11a1sT, 
which is to be delivered by the Church to the world, for its 
conversion. It contains a statement concerning sin and sal-
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vation, ancl a call to repentance towards God allCI to faith in the 
Lord Jesus Chri!:1t-a11d is thus the very essence of Christia­
nity. Ours is pre-eminently a teaching religion : by procla­
mation and instruction is it to be maintained ; to the young, 
to the old, to the rich, to the poor, to all men alike, as !!inners, 
is the same gm1pel to be preached, or communicated : and 
always in exact conformity with it11 original source in the word 
of God. Christianity is often called by the name of "the 
gospel," when spoken of in its more simple and scriptural 
form, as the doctrine of CHRIS'!'. 

15. Christianity, in fine, is a divine dispensation; that is, 
a dispensation of divine sovereignty, under which Gon hath 
placed this world, for the accomplishment of certain glorious 
and blessed purposes-a constitution of combined grace and 
authol"ity, of mercy and justice, towards a fallen world. Hence 
it is called a" kingdom"-" the kingdom of God"-" the king­
dom of heaven." It is a kingdom, with the authority of God, 
and with the character of heaven, but established on earth, 
and to which all sinners, as rebels, are required to submit, by 
faith and repentance :-they who submit become subjects of 
grace and eternal blessedness-they who resist, become sub­
jects of wrath aud everlasting misery. Such are the words of 
the divine Founder himself-" Go ye unto all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature : He that belie\·eth and 
is baptised, shall be saved; he that believeth not, shall be 
damned !" At the close of the dispensation will be the judg­
ment of the whole world :-the Lord Jesus Christ will once 
more appear, as the Judge; men shall be tried as to their treat­
ment of this gospel ; the kingdom of grace shall pass into the 
kingdom of glory: Christianity as a dispensation shall cease­
but its fruits shall endure forever ; and " Gon shall be all 
in all!" 

*** NoTE,-The object of publishing these Outlines will afterwards appear. 

11.-Present Canditian of lhe Chinese Empire, considered with 
regard both to its Domestic and Foreign Relations, especially as 
affected by the late War and Treaty. 

[From the Chinese Repository for January, lS43.] 

Heuceforth, the Centre Kingdom-the celestial empire--ancient and long 
secluded China-takes rank among the nations of the earth, and becomes 
of one family with them. Hy the treaty, signed before Nanking, August 
29th, 1841!, the spell which gave this government its fancied elevation was 
broken, its wall of seclusion breaehed, and a highway projected, whereupon 
the sons of !Hin may enjoy free intercourse with those of every race and in 
every clime. The condition of China, therefore-as it respects both the 
government nm! people-now becomes a subject of much deeper interest ro 
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foreigners than it ever was before. We should dwell upon the past, in order 
to see how the present lrns grown out of it; and to the future also we should 
look, that we nrny the helter anticip11tc the demnnds·and the products which 
will rise in each succeedinl{ period of coming time. llut our most direct 
and immediate concern is _with the present condition of the Chinese cmpfre, 
the greatest on earth. ,, e wish to see 1111d to exhibit the Chinese as they 
are-at court and in country--acting and acted upon, by all the varied in­
fluences which conspire to form their clwrncter-political, commercial do-
mestic, literary, moral, and reli~ious. ' 

And what,· now, is the con'dition of this empire?- A question that is 
much more easily asked than answered. Indeed, to give a perfectly satisfac. 
tory answer is impracticable; and, could it be given in ample details, it would 
require many volumes. ""e have upon our shelves, "China;" "China, its 
State and Prospects;"" the Chinese;"" the Chinese as They Are;" &c. 
Yet how very little knowledge of Chiua and of the Chinese do even those 
possess, who are the most extensively acquainted with this empire! A per­
usal of all the books written by foreigners on this subject, will show, that 
our knowledge of this country is exceedingly limited and superficial. 

In the few paragraphs, to which this introductory article is limited, China. 
:1nd the Chinese will be delineated only in rough and half-completed out­
line-for this is all that we can at present presume to undertake : but the 
doing of this will show-what is of no small consideration-the strong 
necessity of making much greater efforts to obtain a better acquaintance 
with this empire-its history, its geography, its government, its productions, 
in short, all things that affect national character. 

By the late war, both the domestic and foreign relations have been put to 
a severe test; and some important results worked out. The collision, though 
not very long, nor very sharp, gave a shock to the whole empire, such as it 
had never before experienced. It waked those charged with the direct.ion 
of the helm of government, to such a sense of the impending danger, that 
they were induced, without long delay, to chauge in a degree their course 
of policy-thus saving, for a time at least, their huge but fragile bark from 
destruction. The collision, modified and made pacific, continues, and must 
continue, working out greater and still greater results-results more salutary 
than those already produced, and some of which we will here briefly notice. 

The absurd claim of universal supremacy, long ago made clear by the 
Chiuese in their books, and always avowed and maiutained as far as their 
daring and power would admit, has been exposed and exploded. The favor­
ite dogma ran thus: "There is but one sun in the heavens; so there can be 
Lut one emperor, the Most High vicegerent, on earth, appointed to rule 
all nations." So infatuated was poor Lin, on his first arrival in Canton as 
his imperial majesty's high commissioner, that he proceeded at once to give 
special instructions to the fraternity of licensed merchants, to become the 
tutors and masters of all foreigners resident at the provinci11l city. The 
barbarians, being stubborn and obstinate, were threatened with extermina­
tion; and, refusing to do homage in the prescribed form and manner, they 
were denounced as rebels, and large rewards offered for their heads. Their 
crime, their ouly crime, was disobedience to the son of heaven. Thus the 
Chinese would fain believe, and would have others believe, that universal 
homage was due to their sovereign. 

The de,·elopmeut of the military resources of the empire is another result. 
A mere show of force, it was supposed, would at once " bring the emperor 
to his seuses.'' Two or three smart frigates, it wa~ thought, were quite 
enough to effect the desired end. Hence in8tructiouij were gi\·_en not to 
proceed further, in the first iustance, than to take po,Nession of a sin~le 
iutiular position. Clrnsan was wkeu ; the expedition appeared befoi-c the 
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dilnpid11tc<l nn<l <liRmantlc<l for!R at the mouth of the Pei-ho, an<l then the 
whole 1'.mttcr waR to he concluclcd amicably clown nt this extremity of tlw 
empirc, Ncgotialions went 011 hem Mtisfactorily, 1111til the military resour­
ces of !he empire were put in requisition. Much was promised, but nothing 
granted. Breaches of faith-failure to meet e11gagernents, renewed the 
attack, which the Cliinese, with their accumulated armies hoped to repel. 
Although these an,ies were defeated, it was now plain that the imperial 
cahinet had resolved to measure their strength with the in,aders. The 
Board of War was called upon to do its best deeds. Awe-inspiring gener­
als, conquerors of rebel-barbarians, were appointed; ship8 of war were built; 
forts erel!tcd; an<l all the munitions of war prepared for immediate use, and 
in great quantities. And so imposing was the display-so vast were the 
resources-" ranged like men on a chessboard," from one extreme of the 
line of coast to the other-that success on their part was confidently expect­
ed by the Chinese, and by foreigners not a few. "Only let the Chinese 
hold out, maintain their passive resistance, and the day is theirs," was the 
language sometimes heard. In almost everything that appertains to war, 
the Chinese have shown themselves to be by no means contemptible. They 
have failed for want of system aud discipline. Let but these be improved 
sufficiently, and mastery over them will be difficult. Their nnmbers and their 
resources, are sufficient for every emergency-for all contingencies. The 
overwhelming forces ordered to Canton, from the neigh boring pro\ iuces, 
broke down beneath their own weight, and became a scourge to the provin­
cial city, and all the neighboring places where they marched or encamped. 
Even while the British guns were at the gates of Canton; and commanding 
the heights above the city, the~e myrmidons were actually devouring the 
flesh of the native inhabitants. Such were the congregated armies of the 
celestial empire. If the Chinese act wisely, they will .speedily reform tl,eir 
whole military and naval system, and make their navy and their army wor­
thy of a great uation, and capable of giving defence to every part of their 
country. 

By being defeated in every engagement, the Chinese have learned some 
very useful lessons. One of these we see in their being made willing to 
bend to meet the exigencies of the late crisis. Had the emperor and his 
ministers maintained their usual degree of pertinacity, how different would 
have been the results of the war I To those who saw the actual posture of 
affairs there was but one alt~rnative-to bend or to break. This necessity 
was seen by a few-they saw they must yield, or lose the reius of gm·ern­
ment. The pressure became all but iutolerable. Another blow, iu all pro­
bability, would have broken asunder the empire. Bnt He who ruleth the 
hosts of heaven, and doeth his will among nil the earth's inllabitants, was 
graciously pleased to stay the impending blow. When everJthing was ia 
readiness, and the storm was about to burst upon the old capital, dispatch­
es arrived from court. The emperor aud his adrisers, having seen their 
dilemma, had consented to the demands, and now the articles of peace 
were signed with due formalities. The spell was there broken, the \·ain 
claim to st1prcmacy abandoned. And from the ht1miliation (however pat·­
tial it may ha\'e been) we date 1he commencement of a new em-the be­
ginning of China's exaltation. lly solemn treaty the Chinese have bumbled 
themselves so as to take a stand among the nations of the earth. Now they 
may rise from their real degradation, and take their proper rank among the 
other kingdoms and empires of this world. 

Ily the signing of the late treaty, the Chinese empire was removed from its 
old isolated condition, and was placed iu a new sphere, where all its rela­
tions, domestic and forl'ign, are sul,ject to new and powerful influences. 
Hitherto, in fact, it has enjoyed no relations, worthy of the name, wi1b 
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(>(her nntions. The intercourse with foreigners wns so restricted, mul con­
nuctc<l in such R manner, thRt for all purposes of state it was nothing-
11-0thing cxccpt to be R cansc ofperpctual irritation. Happily, to that ano­
malous condition honorable relations ha,•e now succeeded. The forming of 
these relations, and their future management, is a matter of great interest, 
bC'cause it will aff'ect, in a greater or le6s degrce, the welfare of nearly or 
quite the whole civilized world. All are concerned; and, sooner or Inter, 
and probabl,\' kt no very remote period, all and each will acknowledo-e the 
new relationship and seek for its benefits. 

0 

One thing more calls for particular notice-it is the bearing of the popu­
lar feeling. "The opinion;• says a late writer, "that the people themselves 
are not only willing hut eager to receive us among them,'' appears to him a 
"mischievous fallacy," and "seems incompatible with the known peculia­
rities of the national <character of the two races now occupying the Chinese 
empire." To the dis(,"ussiou of this topic we may return in another article. 
In this country, as in all other countries that have 1Uade advances in civili­
zation, there is a public opinion, greatly influencing and influenced by the ac­
tion of government. The lea,•en of humanity. which has been recently ad­
ministcred to the imperial cabinet, enabling it to bow with so good a grace, has 
not had time to spread far among the great mass of this people. Moreover, but 
few of the people are at all aware of the advantages of foreign commerce, and 
foreign intercourse. Those who see these advantages-as some do-are anxi­
ous to have the provisions of the late treaty carried speedily into effect. At 
Ningpo sheet almanacks have lately been published, on which are represen­
tations of the scenes that are about to open there, hy the introduction of 
foreign commodities: these, emblazoned with light, and hailed with expres­
sions of joy. At Shanghai, popular feeling takes a similar course. But at 
Canton, there are counter currents, working with "toil and trouble." From 
thPSe, however, we do not expect that any very serious evils will arise. So 
far as we know, the empire is enjoying its u6ual degree of tranquillity. 
From the recent changes, we anticipate many good and great results-not 
indeed unmixed with evil, but results in which the good will far exceed the 
c,·il. Let light and knowledge come in freely from abroad : and come they 
"·ill with the introduction of foreign commodities, and the extension of 
foreign iutercourse. Let thelll come as free and as pure as possible: because 
the more abu11dantly these are introduced, the greater will be the benefits 
re-ulting both to the Chinese and to foreigners. 

Policy which 011ly seeks to acquire good, and never to communicate it. 
i6 ever to be repudi;ited. That " it is more blessed to give than to receive" 
is the economy taught by the highest authority. Jt is the best economy, 
as honesty is the best policy. The old pri11ciple that would lead a man to 
secure to himself as much as poSBible, irrespective of the rights and wishes 
of others, is confessedly a wrong rule of action. To seek morn for our­
selves, in any trant1aetion, than we should under similar circum&tances, be 
williug to gi,·e to others, iB b;ise conduct, unworthy of a good man, and 
repugnant to the spirit of sound ethics. 

In the arra11gements that are about to be formed, for the regulation of 
political and eommercial intercourse with this government and people, we 
hope and expect to see a liberal poliL'y pur~ued. The greater care will be 
rrquioite in order to render. this intcrcourst; every way a~reeab~e to the 
Chine,;e For thili, as we view the matter, 1s the easentrnl pomt. Let 
nothiug but what is clearly feasible. a~d l)onorable, and profitable,. be 
iutroduced into the new system, and then 11 will surely succeed ; otherwise, 
it ought not-it will not-it cannot. 

Great allowances must be made for the ignorance and prejudices of the 
Chiuese; and yet their ignorance and prejudices regarding foreigners are 



1813.] P!'e.9enl Condition of l!te Chinese Empil'e. 

acnrccly grenter than om·R arc respc-cting them. Both are wrong. \Ve ha,·c 
light, nncl a code of moral laws, which they have not. Accordingly, we are 
houncl to excel them in magnanimity, in kindness, and in every good work. 
In order to know how to deal with the Chinese aright, we need to possess 
much more accurate and extended knowledge of them, :rnd nil that npper• 
taine to them and their country. It may he of importance to advert to 
some of the leading topics to which our inquiries should be directed. 

This empire is emphatically " the great unknown." With a fe,v excep­
tions, foreigners know but little more of it than they do of the moon. A 
field, wide enough for the greatest ambition, is here opened. U □der the 
head of physical sciences, the principal topics of inquiry have been well 
arrnnged in a collection of" Hints," prepared for the expedition of China, 
and published at Calcutta in May, 1840. From that collection we borrow 
a few details, and refer the reader to it for others. 

The principal divisions of the country are the first points of attention. 
J ts aspect and surface should be carefully noted. The outlines of the prin­
cipal bases of the chief rivers, with the limits of the secondaries, should be 
marked, and the mountains and hills traced. Show the di1·ection of each 
range, with the general form of its outline, its height, passes, structure, 
&c., adding the proper names Trace the courses of all the rivers ; show 
how far t'hey are navigable; and describe the conntry along their banks. 
The lakes, the coasts, harbors, &c., should be particularized. " It would 
be interesting to know, whether a permanent c11rrent, like the Gulf Stream, 
exists;" or whether there are minor currents, and also to ascertain the 
extent and direction of the monsoon, and of the tyfoons. Everything relat­
ing to the climate, should likewise be observed and noted-the heat, the 
cold, the winds. All the departmP.nts of natural history-mineraloay, 
botany, and zoology, should be examined. Ou all these topics, and ma

0

ny 
more, ofa like nature, the English reader can find but very little and im­
perfect information. In one department-of topography-the Jesuits have 
given us much information, especially regarding the position of tile chit!f 
towns and cities. 

Bnt it is concerning the inhabitants of the Chinese empire that we most 
need information. Man, as au individual, and as a member of the body 
politic; his institutions, civil and social ; his manners and customs ; his 
language and his learning; his morals and his religion ; his laws and govern­
ment, &c., are to us the most deeply interesting subjects for investigatiou. 
The position in which China has long stood, with regard to all other nations 
is an unnatural one. It is against nature. There is in it something defec­
tive, something wrong·, which should be searched out and exploded. 

The leaven of humanity-sometimes, in the present state of the world, 
to be administered by the strong hand of war,-so it seems-very often 
ureaks up old prejudices, and opens out the way fo1· the milder and all­
subduing inflnences of truth-that truth which will and• must eventually 
prevail over all error. We see in the progress of society a slow but ste:1dy 
improvement; nnd in the volume of rel'elation, we see clearly what is 
merely indicated in the progress of society. One may, if he please argue 
for a removal of foreigners from this country to insular positions; and the 
Chinese government may forbid its subjects to emigrate ; but neither will 
have much effect. The Chi11ese will emigrnte; and foreigners will come to 
dwell in this land and among this people. Treaties will be formed; and 
intercourse maintained. The strong encouragement now derivai)le from tl1e 
signs of the times becomes po,itive assurance, when we study the Revela­
tion made for man under the inspiration of the Most High. Holy writ 
gives full assurance of a coming period, when pare religion shall universally 
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pri'\'ail, an,I thos.• principles cn,rywhcre be adopted, nn<l that conduct ex. 
hibitcd, which arc in 11ccordnncc with the hws of God. 

" Then," in t.he words of another, " there will be no usmpation over 
conscience, nor forcing of creeds, nor persecutions; for ditrcrences in reli­
gion will cease from their dominion over the minds of men, by the effect of 
solid com·iction, and II divinely sweet cxperi.-11<:e of the power of true reli­
gion. There will be e\·cry encomagement of the freest inquiry and the 
most ample research; yet infidelity, in every form, shall Ree before the 
glorious light of evidence. 

" Commerce "'ill be carried on in the most extensive, 11ctive, and suc­
cessful manner; b11t truth, honor, and piety will direct all its operations: 
o,·erreaching and all frauclnlcnt artifices, greediness of gain, avarice in the 
retention of it,-luxury, pride, and selfishness in the use of it,-will be 
gC'ncr:illy abhorred. 

" Literature, science, and the useful and elegant at·ts, will be cultivated, 
and prol>ably carried to an unexampled height of improvement; but they 
will be subservient to holy purposes, to general happiness, and to the love, 
admiration and service of God. 

" Go,·ernmcnts will be firm, secure, and happy; bad laws will be abro. 
gated, and good ones held in honor; liberty, civil and religious, personal 
and political, ghall flourish; ambition, oppression, injustice, cruelty, and­
that eml-odying of all evils-war, shall cease. Both tbe governors and the 
governed, in all nations, will be in general men of sound knowledge and 
wisdom, upright, just, and good. The principles and the practice which 
distinguish the people of God shall bear rule and shall diffuse general hap­
piness." 

A condition of the human familv like this, the Rilile warrants us to ex­
pect. Its duration may not be exactly a thousand years, but it will be for 
no inconsiderable period; nor is it, perhaps, for man to know the exact time 
of its approach. llut the movements of the present age seem to indicate 
the comina of brighter days than the world has ever yet enjoyed. Know­
ledae and" pure religion are spreading and prevailing in an unexampled 
ma;ner. Peace is more eagerly sought now than ever before ; and proper 
concessions for its restoration and preservation are deemed magnanimous 
-not cowardly. The speedy return of peace in China, and the favorable 
terms on which it has been. established, are not the least of the fuvorable 
signs of the times. While they demand a tril>ute of gratf:!ful praise to the 
great Sovereign of the universe, they inspire the confident belief, that the 
old order of things is passing away. and that ere long free and friendly 
intercourse will be enjoyed among all nations. Since things are thus, what 
ought to be the conduct of those who are the most enlightened and the 
most free of all people ? 

*** We have inserted this article, because every tbing connected with China at 
present is interesting.-En. C. C. O. 

UL-Suggestions for the publication of Tracts, ~c. by the Cal­
cutta Christian Tract and Book Society. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DaAR SIRs, 
Will you kindly permit me through the medium of the Christian Ob­

server to call the attention of Missionaries and other Christians who 
are conversant with any of the languages of India, to the fact that the 
Committee of the Tract Society of Calcutta are anxious to receive 
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Trncts in any of these langunges having reference to providential oc­
currences and other subjecfs 1hat from time to time engage much of 
the atrention of the Natives. I may mention as examples the subjects 
instanced by the member of the Committee who originated the pro­
posal, viz. "cholera," " famines" and the "appearance of comets." 
It mnst he ev'ident, that a good tract, on such a suhject as any of these, 
would be sought after and read for a time with very great interest, 
and might be blessed of God to multitudes. 

Let me also mention that Hindustani Tracts are specially wanted on 
the folluwiug subjects : 

"The Law and the Gospel," "Christ, the Saviour," " Christ, the 
Mediator," " Christ, our Exa•.11ple," "The holiness, ju~tice and love 
of Go<l displayed in the -Cro~s of Christ," " Regeneralion," "The 
work of the Holy Spirit in Redemption and Sanctification," " The 
True Christian,'' "Repentance towar<ls God and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ," " Death," "The Resurrection of the hody ," "The 
Judgment." Some of lhese are the titles of tracts already existing in 
some other language, and I believe the Committee will be glad either 
to receive Hindustani translations of these tracts, or original ones on 
the same subjects. 

I am, dear Sirs, 
Very sincerely your's, 

Tsos. SMITH, 

Sec. Cal. Christian Tract and Book Society. 
Calcutta, 28tli March, 1843. 

IV.-Brief Statement of the present Religious State of 
Germany. 

[Extracts from a German Letter.] 

"Most important events are passing around us, which are both a 
cause of llpprehension and of joy. Infidelity is growing bolder and 
more impudent than ever, having found a new and &trong support in 
a profound philosophic system, but recently framed, which contains 
much of trnth on the one hand, but leads on the other to a dangerous 
anthropolatry or man-worship. This is the philosophy of Hegel. 
His system was for sometime a kind of scientific mvstery, studied and 
received by a few great and deep minds. About l 827, the system be­
g-an to become more known in Germany end to attract the attention of 
many. Its relation, however, to Christian doctrine was not yet ascer­
taine<l, as the apparent ortho<loxy of Hcgel's ,,-ritings as well as his 
precaution to adhere to the common theological terms end e.xpressions, 
together with his frequent references to scripture, deceived many. 
There were men, as the emiucut Guc-shcl in Berlin an<l ulhers, ''"ho 
being truly pious, so turned and moulded Hegel's system, that they 
made it quite harmonise with the gospel. But there were also many 
others who took an opposite view of his doctrines, and it became e,·i­
dent that Pantheism and Egoism lay at the bottom of this new aml m-
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genious fabric of the human mind. About this time Hegel died, when 
still in the prime of life, and his lectures, g·iven at the Universitl', 
were now all published, so that every one could make himself acquaint­
ed with the leading features of his system. Then came talented men 
but of a superficial mind, as Stram,s (the author of the life of Christ: 
asserting that Christ was not a historical but a mythical persona"'e, 
which created lately so much sensation on the contirnrnt), and othe~·s, 
who in theology mixed up this new philosophy with the results of the 
former school of infidelity and thus kneaded poi~t>n in the dou"'h out 
of "7hich the daily bread of the Christians was to ~ome. This c~used a 
division in this new school, the pious men and serious minds separated 
themseh-es from the other party, abiding by their view and exposition 
of the system, and were joined by the best of Hegel's disciples. These 
improved his system of philosophy and infused more of Christianity 
into it-such ~re e. g. Sengler, Fisher, Fichte; and they again were 
greatly assisted by good old Schelling, who is at present lecturing at 
the University of Berlin on his imprond system of Christian philoso­
phy. But at the same time that the false system was modified and im­
proved within the circle of the serious and religious, and the gospel 
obtained a powerful influence over philosophy, there were on the other 
hand a host of young men, who having been formed by Goethe and 
Schiller into strong minds, ,vere made by Hegel to disheliel'e the per­
sonality of God, by Strauss to deny the truth of the Bible, and by the 
Socialists and St. Simonites to disregard the right of the state, and 
the rules and morality of society; who being impudent and light­
minded, eager fo1· fame and influence, and aiming at the overthrow of 
the existing order of things, gaYe popularity to the worst ideas and 
principles of Hegel's system. These have gone so far as to assert and 
teach the road doctrine, that there is no personal God, or what is in 
reality the same, that there is no God, and therefore also no such 
thing as a science of theology. The only personality is man, with his 
idea of a God distincl from himself, but this idea is but the reflection 
of the only existent God, the mind or spirit of man, all theology is 
therefore anthropology. This set of infidels, to whom nothing is holy 
and who acknowledge no other law but that of the unrestricted will of 
idolized or deified mao, is numerous and actil'e particularly at the Uni­
versities of Prussia and Saxony, but even other Universities, as Tue­
bingen, which has been so long the stronghold of orthodoxy, has beeu 
infested by them, and many of the students have done homage to this 
new 1:ystem of idolatry. If therefore its progress should not be ar­
rested the prospects of the church are indeed gloomy. There are how­
ever i;till many eminent Divines standing out boldly in their profession 
and defence of the faith once committed to the eaints as in Tuebingen, 
Schmidt, Beck and Landerer; Twesten, Neander and Hengstenberg 
at Berlin ; Tholuck and Mueller at Halle, and Nitzsh, Sack and Klin"' 
at Bonn. But the delusion is great and powerful, and a goodly host of 
noble and bold defenders of the truth as it is in Jesus are required to 
overcome it. 

This is the state of things in the literary world, but wl1at is the 
state of the church? I am happy to i,ay that it presents a brighter 
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Jlicturc than the world. There is evidently every where a ~trong de­
sire to stand by the truth of the go~pel and the confessions of the 
Evangelical chnrches. People dissatisfied with the emptiness of ra­
tionalism and infidelity, arc seeking what may comfort and console 
them in life and in death. The number of those who preach the pure 
gospel has, in the north and south of Germany, greatly increased, so 
that there arc now of faithful preachers at least ten times as many as 
there were a few years ago. Also in the middle-states, as in I-lessen 
and Saxony, ·the signs of a new life are visible and a movement for 
the better has begun. Improvements of all kinds have been proposed 
and al tempted, and that in the spirit of the gospel, as the new prayer 
and hymn-book, lately introduced into the kingdom of Wertemberg, 
proves ; and pious people enjoy more liberty than ever in reference to 
their private devotiol\al meetings. But still you must not suppose that 
those pious people who besides the public services, have been in the 
habit of meeting in prirnte for their own edification, have much in­
creased either in number or in spiritual strength. Pietism* is disliked 
as much as ever, and even truly pious people evade the name and 
disapproYe of the thing, The cause of this may be found in the ten­
dency of this new movement to turn the powers of new life, which the 
Lord has given, into as much advantage as possible for building up the 
established or external church, in doctrine and discipline, and for de­
fending her against the enemy from without. This tendency is how­
ever not to be regretted; nor is it untimely, for in Germany, as well as in 
Switzerland, the Protestant church has to make a hard stand against the 
Roman Catholics. You will know that the king of Prussia has through 
his moderation and magnanimity assuaged the contest which had bro­
ken out during the reign of his father at the same time at Colln and at 
Posen, on account of the assumptions of the Romish clergy ; but such 
moderation has been construed at Rome iuto fear and forced concessions, 
The Roman Catholics are now only the bolder in their assumed claims, 
more obstinate in their resistance to the political power in the Protes­
tant states, and more violent in their attacks on the Protestant churches 
so much weakened from within by rationalism and infidelity. The 
king of Prussia has further lately, in his speech at the ceremony of re­
suming the labors fur finishing the tower of the stupendous Cathedral 
at Colln, the largest church in Germany, used the dome as the symbol 

* Thus has been called in Germany by way of reproach, that form of godliness 
which showed itself in meeting privately for singing, prayer and reading the scrip­
tures, accompanied with practical observations by the most e:-iperienced or gifted of 
the brethren who thus met; and those who visited these meetings were called Pietists. 
These meetings have existed since the last century and have often been opposed by 
the orthodox as well as by the infidels of the establishment, and also by the power 
of the state ; nevertheless, they have kept increasing und become very numerous of 
late yea1·s among the middling and lower classes in some parts of Germany. They 
have greatly tended to spread vital religion among the mass of the people, and lhus 
proved a great blessing to Germany. Many a hungry soul, when the bread of life 
was withheld from it in the public services, found it iu these private meetiugs. A pe­
culiar feature of this Pietism is, that though it does not attach peculiar importance 
to the cstab!ishe,\ church, still il did never lead to II separation from it; on the 
contrary the members of these meetings were generally the most regular in their 
attendance on public worship.-Trmislator. 
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of unity bet~·cen the German tribes and states. He hns thus, you 
mav see, consccrntcd the future political union of Germany with the idea 
of religious or Christi1m union, a union which implies however the su­
perseHion oft he distinctions of confessions and creeds : but such union, 
based on the word of God, and brought about by the Spirit, appears yet 
distant. But aJJ this induced people to rally closer round the princi­
ples of Protestantism, and to unite for their defence and extension. 
Unions have consequently been formed in Lipzig, Darmstadt, Basil, &c. 
with the view of protecting on the one hand the Protestant church 
against the common enemy, and on the other to increase the attach­
ment to her principles among her own professors. But where too 
much importance is given to the confessions and institutions of the 
external or established church, as it has been the c11se in some rn­
stances, there the kingdom of God which the external church is de­
signed but to serve, retreats and suffers. The establishment of the 
Protestant bishopric at Jerusalem by the king of Prussia in connection 
with England, has called forth in some the apprehension of an at­
tempt to introduce English episcopalianism into the Lutheran church, 
and the unguarded expressions used in the manifesto of the arch­
bishop of Canterbury have greatly wounded the Protestant feelings of 
Germany. Books written in a very violent spirit of opposition appear­
ed and were translated into English, and the progress of Puseyism in 
England made the idea of a union with the English church still more 
hateful. Thus many were induced to shut themselves up closei: than 
they otherwise would have done behind the bulwark of creeds, confessions 
and forms. The tendency of strict or high church principles is more 
prevalent in the Lutheran than in the Reformed churches, and again 
is strongest in those countries where they are more exposed to the 
attacks and intrigues of the Romish priests, as in Bavaria and Saxony; 
also in Hanover and Denmark this tendency is visible and growing 
stronger. But amidst all this vital religion has made rapid advances, 
and the interest in Missions has greatly increased, and there is a good­
ly host of God's people to be met with in all these countries, but par­
ticularly in Switzerland and W ertemberg ; also in Baden and the 
Elsack, their number is increasing. The clergy are no, longer indif­
ferent, but on the contrary take in general everywhere an active part 
in the Missionary cause, but this has called forth also in Germany the 
necessity of uniting the Missions closer with the church." 

To these extracts I have only to add that full reliance may be placed 
on the statements given in them, the writer being fully acquainted 
with the present important religious movements in Germany, taking 
himself an active part in them. These movements cannot fail to at­
tract the serious attention of every one who is watching the signs of 
the times. They evidently i;;how a ripening for the harvest; the two 
great parties become more and more distinct, bolder and .stronger, 
and a preparation for a future great struggle between light and dark­
ness is evident. But however the powers of darkness may array them­
sekes, we know that the victory will be the Lord's, and the kingdom 
and dominion will finally be given to the people of the saints of the 
Moi;t High. But there is another remarkable feature in this move-
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mcnt, which is not to he lost si!!ht of, I mean the ,prend of a mad 
philosophy teaching man-worship at the sarne time that Rome is rous­
ing herself from her late apparent indifference and trying with an as­
tonishing zeal and activity to establish her old pretensions and regain 
her former influence. It ran scarcely be overlooked by the attentive 
reader, that this system more than any other which has hitherto been 
invented, is adopted for ultimately bringing about a union between 
infidelity and popery, between open wickedness and religious formality, 
and out of this union the " Man of sin" will be revealed (2 Thes. ii, 3, 
4,) of whom the Pope is but the type. This pantheistic philosophy will 
teach him to be the man " Kat' exochen," or what is the same, God, 
Rome will lend him Peter's stool. • 

P. 

V.-Second Report of the Theological Seminary at Bangalore, in 
connection with tlie London Missionan; Society. 

The design of the Seminary, and the \·iews with which it was com­
menced, were explained in the Repnrt of last year, ·and for full details of 
the measure we must beg to refer to that document.-It may however 
be important again to introduce the general principles then put forth, 
which have been since acted on. 

I. That we carefu1ly keep in view that the seminary is designed for 
young men of decided and acknowledged piety, which is understood 
to include a renunciation of caste. 

11. That this must be judged of by the Missionaries recommending 
them, on whose responsibility they will in the first instance be received, 
so far as Christian character is concerned. 

III. That care be taken not to recommend any but those who have 
already gi,·en prnof of zeal and talents, which appear to indicate their 
fitness to be employed in making known the gospel. 

IV. That any thus recommended, be admitted on probation for six 
months, and that if their conduct and proceedings during that period 
be satisfactory, and they evince the necessary talents, and capacity for 
study, they be, at the expiration of that period, fully received. 

V. That on the expiration of their term of study, a report be made 
on their case, to the Mission whence they came, with a ,·iew to their 
rejoining that Mission if it be desired : and that the question, in what 
precise capacity they should be employed, be the subject of future and 
mature consideration, after the candidate has been some time engaged 
in actual labour. 

• Through the mercy of our heavenly Father, the proceedings of the 
different classe~ have been carried on during the year, without any 
serious i_nterruption ; and the statement which will hereafter be in­
troduced, of the subjects on which the students were examined, will 
give a correct idea of what has for the most part occupied their atten­
tion. The course of lectures on Systematic Theology has not yet 
been finished ; but it is gradually becoming more complete, aud I 
trust that within the present year it may be brought nearly to a close. 
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This c]p]ay, howe,·er, does not int!'rfere with the enlarged st:u<ly of 
di,·ine truth, to which the students are guid<'d in the analysis of 
scripture 011 which they are employed. There has been great regula­
rity in their general attention to study, except in cases where illness 
pre,·ented, and there has been evident and considerable improvement. 

In September. the students were examined with a view to their 
being fully accepted ; and as this was the first examination of the kind 
it included all present who had entered from the commencement. The 
result was exceedingly satisfactory in several respects, but especially 
from its bringing to light, that the general tone of piety had not been 
injured, but it was hoped improved, by their attention to study. To 
some, it may appear somewhat strange that this should be the subject 
of remark, as it may be thought the study of divine truth might always 
be expected to exert a beneficial influence on the soul; but those who are 
accustomed to obsen-e carefully, will have noticed that in some cases, 
from men's having much to do with the great truths of the.Gospel, and 
th.at in a certain sense professionally, there is danger lest even the 
frequency of the recurrence of these subjects should cause them to 
have less effect on the mind.-It has indeed been the constant effort to 
render instruction practical and devotional; and when it was seen 
that this design had not failed, it called forth much and fervent gra­
titude. 

The first general examination of the seminary took place on Decem­
ber 28th and 29th, 1842. The students were examined on the first 
day as to their progress in grammatical and classical Tamil, in the 
acquisition of English, and in general geography. The examination 
in theology was founded principally on the first 20 chapters of the 
Acts of the Apostles, in their general scope and connexion, in their 
geographical and historical particulars, and in the doctrines, &c. 
which they contain : and when it is borne in mind that many collater­
al questions and subjects were brought forward, aud the examination 
allowed to branch out into any portion of scripture truth which occur­
red to the examiners, it will be seen that this afforded an opportunity 
of very fully testing the progress of the students. They were examined 
also on the government, priesthood, and sacrifices of the Hebrews, and 
on a number of theological questions founded on the lectures to which 
they had attended. It is hoped that another year other branches of 
enquiry may be introduced to the programme ; but it was very grati­
fying to know that the examiners, and the friends present, considered 
the result highly satisfactory. 

Abundant evidence was afforded as to what the native mind is 
capable of, quite irrespective of an acquaintance with English, and 
there was an indication that the general mode of instruction which has 
been followed, was suited to their character and habits of thought ; 
and it might be wished that any who entertain doubts of the intellec­
tual capability of the Natives, could have seen the effect produced by 
instruction, on some who were by no means young when they entered 
the institution. 

The new buildings required for the Seminary have been construct­
ed dW"ing the past year, and afford great facility for efficiently carrying 
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on ite proceedings. They consist of a centre-building and two side­
ranges. The first contains a good library or lecture-room, with two 
other rooms which can be used as class-rooms, or tutor's rooms, as 
may be found necessary.-ln each of the side-ranges are 8 studiel', and 
a class-room, in which the students meet the munshis. There is 
thus accommodation for 16 students, and we shall be happy to see an 
increase of our number, which is 8: for of the two mentioned in last 
report as expected from Wallajahpettah, only one joined us, and the 
student from Madras, after remaining here about eight months, and 
having, as he stated, no ground for dissatisfaction, wished to leave that 
he might go to Tinnevelly, where his relatives and friends reside.-One 
application made on the spot, has been declin~d for the present, and 
will in all probability be declined entirely; but one from Madras has 
been accepted, and four others are spoken of. There has not yet been 
any proceeding with regard to them, sufficiently definite, to warrant 
any lengthened notice of them in this place. 

The great principle, that none are eligible to become students, but 
such as we have reason to believe, in the judgment of charity, are de­
cidedly pious men, and are seeking to be employed as teachers of 
Christianity, not from the mere desire of obtaining a livelihood, but 
with a i.·iew to the good of souls and the glory of God; has been kept 
uniformly in view, and applications or expectations which are at 
variance with this fundamental maxim, have been discouraged. To 
this it may be in a measure ascribed that we have not a larger number 
of students. We are, however, so deeply convinced that not merely 
an ungodly, but even a merely formal and professional ministry, is a 
great bane to the church of Christ, and that none should be employed 
as preachers of the gospel, but sueh as have themselves experienced 
its power, that we feel bound to abide by the ]Jrinciple with which we 
commenced. It is possible that in some, we may be deceived; but if 
we use all the means in our power to discover character, and detect 
improprieties, the blame of failure must lie on those who wilfully de­
ceive, and who by so doing, refer the judgment of their case to that 
tribunal, at which all hypocrites must render an account, in the day 
when "God shall judge the secrets of men's hearts" according to his 
gospel. 

It cannot however be concealed, that there is another hindrance to 
the increase of students, in the system which had been before very ex­
tensively introduced, of employing under the general and indefinite 
name of Nativ11 teachers, and without any idea of their ever becoming 
ministers, such of the Christian converts as appeared best fitted to be 
the pioneers and subordinate helpers of Missionary labour: and which 
arrangement may be said to have, for the pr~sent, very much appro-­
priated the material which would otherwise be available, so as at least 
to allow of a selection of such as mav become students in the semina­
ry. These persons are doubtless fomi"d very useful; and having ]Jerhaps 
distinct and important spheres of labour, it may be difficult to spare 
them. Yet it is but a short-sighted policy, which would withhold from 
them advantages likely in the end greatly to increase their capacity of 
usefulness-and a system which, so far as it is perseveres in, stands 
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very much in the way of their ever being a really efficient Native mi­
nistry in this country. 

It v,ill be seen from the appended cash account, that the buildings, 
&c. ha,·e cost Rupees 2885-5-9, and that Rs. 380 have been contri­
buted in this country. The rem11ining balance has for the present been 
adrnnced by the London Missionary Society, by whom the general 
expenses of the Institution are also borne ; but any donation towards 
defraying the expense of the buildings, or towards the general funds of 
the seminary, in which a considerable expenditure is unavoidably in­
rnked, "'·ill be thankfully received, and is earnestly solicited. 

In conclusion, we cannot but, on reviewing the past, gratefully ac­
knovdedge the measure of the divine blessing which has rested on the 
institution thus far, and solicit the fervent prayers of all around us, 
that the great Lord and Head of the Church may, by the anointing of 
his Spirit, prepare a goodly number of young ruen, who being filled 
with faith and power, shall be his messengers of mercy to this idolatrous 
people, and build up in their most holy faith such as have believed. 

We shall be happy to convey any donation to the Managers of the Bangalore 
Theological Seminary.-ED. C. C. 0. 

V.-Chapter of Varieties. 

THOUGHTS ON UNFULFILLED PROPHECY.* 

The word of God is rich in predictions referring to times 
yet to come. Many of its prophecies have already been fulfill­
ed, and form one of the most important branches of the evi­
dences of our Holy Religion. But a great number yet await 
their accomplishment, and we are frequently encouraged to 
read and consider these with peculiar attention. How then 
is it that comparatively but few sincere and humble Christians 
are habitually engaged in such meditations ? 

Some may be deterred by the egregious mistakes into which 
they see that others have fallen ; some may be afraid lest the 
consideration of future events should lead their attention away 
from present duties; and some may look upon such an occu­
pation as being not only practically useless, but also in itself 
vain and hopeless, on account of the great uncertainty which 
attends the interpretation of prophetic passages. 

The uncertainty would no doubt be very great, if it were 
attempted to settle all the details of times, places and circum­
stances : but we believe that the general nature of the leading 
events foretold, and their relative order of succession, may be 
ascertained by the humble student of the word, provided he 
institute a carefal comparison between the different passages 

• The Editors do not hold themselves responsible for the opinions express­
ed in this paper; whilst yet they recommend the subject to their readers. 
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referring to the same order of events, and provided he have 
correct views on the nature of the prophetic writings. On this 
subject we venture to offer a few remarks. 

The prophets were also called seers, because they were 
favoured with visions which afforded them an insight into 
futurity. Sometimes they surveyed, as from a lofty eminence, 
the course of time as seen from that point of view in which 
their own age placed them. Whilst beholding the scenes which 
surrounded them every day, they were enabled, at the same 
time, to look beyond the narrow horizon of ordinary foresight, 
and to see important events, like towering rocks or mountains, 
arise out of the depths of futurity. As the traveller who from the 
top of an elevated hill surveys the region expanded before him, 
can only judge correctly of the relative distances of those objects 
which are in his vicinity, whilst when he casts his eye npon 
the more distant ones, he may clearly distinguish the outlines 
of lakes and rocks and forests and mountains, but finds it im­
possible to tell by how great intervals they are separated; so we 
often find in the sketches of future scenery presented to our view 
in the books of the prophets, that the foreground shows us 
clear and minute details, whilst in the background events are 
grouped together, separated from each other by long intervals 
of time, and yet seen at one glance by the inspired servants of 
God. Thus when Moses in the 26th chapter of Le~ticus and 
the 28th of Deuteronomy describes the far distant event of the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the subsequent dispersion of the 
Jews, the times of Nebuchadnezzar and those of Titus are 
g1·ouped together, so that had not History become our inter­
prete1·, it would be difficult to distinguish what refers to the 
former from what belongs to the latter age. 

At other times the prophets were by anticipation transport­
ed into another age, or as it were into some particular epoch of 
futurity, and from this advanced spot, sometimes assuming all 
the feelings of other persons, they sarveyed the scenes lying 
both behind and before them. Thus when Moses penned the 
divine song, contained in Deut. xxxii. he was placed in our 
own times, and from the point of view on which we now stand, 
contemplated the past history of Isrnel ancl the blessings yet 
in store for the people of God. Thus David in the 22nd and 
40th Psalms so fully realized the scene on Golgotha, that his 
words became the very words of the suffering Redeemer. Again 
in writing the 2nd Psalm he seems not to have lived in bis 
own days, but on that glorious morning, when the Son of God 
bmst the fetters of death and arose from the tomb to which for 
a while he had been consigned. Thus again Isaiah in his 53nl 
chapter, speaks not as the Isaiah, who lived in the days of 
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Hezekiah, king of .Judah, but as one of the Jews who, 
after the com·ersion of Israel unto God, shall mourn over him 
whom once they pierced as over the death of a first-bum son. 
He was by anticipation transported to a point of time which 
we ha,·e not yet reached, and from that eminence, yet lying 
before us, he was enabled to look back upon the scene at Gol­
gotha, and to describe the wicked conduct of his countrymen 
tmrards Him, who was wounded for our transg1·essions and 
bruised for our iniquities. 

The difference between these two classes of prophecies ob­
,·iously is ,·ery great. The former class, that in which the pro­
phets stood on the ground of tlteir own age, is comparatively 
easy of comprehension: but the latter class is frequently very 
difficult, because we are not always told (as in the song of 
Moses) in what scene of the course of time they were placed 
whilst writing down the things which the spirit of God shewed 
unto them, and what persons they represented. Besides this, 
it is not always easy even to settle to which of the two 
classes any particular prophecy belongs. A l<ey is sometimes 
given in the New Testament, but generally the tenses of the 
verbs in the original text are the only guide we have, and these 
have in very many instances been imperfectly and erroneously 
represented in the versions which are most extensively read 
and in most cases exclusively consulted. A remarkable in­
stance of this is afforded by the English authorized version in 
the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, where all the tenses ought to be in 
the past form, until the l l th verse, in which the Father him­
self is introduced as speaking, "By his knowledge shall my 
righteous sen·1mt justify many," &c. 

Having made these general remarks, which, we trust, will 
prove useful to those of our readers who are in the habit of 
meditating upon unfulfilled prophesy, we will now endeavour 
briefly to express our individual opinion upon the things yet in 
store for the Church of Christ. We would however exercise 
great modesty, requesting that our views may be tried by the 
word of God, and not adopted unless they are found to be in 
harmony with it. 

Tlte dealings of God with ltis ancient people appear to form 
the centre of unfulfilled prophecy. Israel still is the peculiar 
people of God, "for the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance.'' It is true that at present the Jews are the ob­
jects of his displeasure; hadng forsaken Goel, set at nought 
and crucified his well-beloved Son, been the foremost among 
the persecutors of Christians, and obstinate in rejecting Christ, 
-they have been scattered among all nations under the 
whole heaven, and continue to this day to groan under the bur-
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den of the curses resting upon them. Meanwhile God has 
extended his mercy to the Gentiles, and grafted wild olive­
branches in the place of the rejected natural branches. But 
even this is done, partly, with the express intention, that there­
by the Jews might be moved to jealousy, and stirred up to re­
pentance, in orde1· that they may once more occupy their 
royal rank among the nations of the earth. 

The present, then, may be called the dispensation of the 
Gentiles. Ever since the days of Cornelius and the Apostle 
Paul, the preference is given to them over the Jews. But we 
nowhe1·e find it written that during the present dispensation 
(viz. prior to the conversion of Israel) the Holy Spirit shall 
be poured out upon the Gentiles in such abundance as to in­
duce them all, or even a majority of them, to give themselves 
unto Christ. Nay, the present period of their acceptance is 
called death in comparison with that far more glorious day 
which will shine even upon them, when Israel shall be con­
verted: for it is said: "What shall the receiving of them 
(i. e. of Israel) be but life from the dead (to the Gentiles ?") 

Meanwhile it is the duty of the Church of Christ to go and 
teach all nations, and to preach the gospel to every creature. 
This is the command of Christ, and ought to be obeyed by his 
disciples. 

Nor is it a vain commandment. By its being obeyed, two 
great objects will be attained : first, the gospel will be preached 
for a witness unto all nations (Matt. xxiv. 14) and secondly, 
the fulness of the Gentiles shall come in (Rom. xi. 25.) The 
word fulneaa in the Bible always means that quantity which 
fills a given measu1·e. The fulness of God means all that is iu 
God. The fulness of lhe earth means all that is in the earth. 
The fulness of time, after which Christ appeared in the world, 
means that limited period of time which made up the measure 
fore-ordained by God. And so we apprehend thefulness of 
the Gentiles means that number of the Gentiles which shall 
fill up the measure appointed by God. It seems to us then. 
to be a limited number; but how large or how small, is only 
known to the omniscient God. 

In this commandment of Clll'ist and these objects clearly 
revealed the Church has i;;ufficient motives for zealous exe1·­
tion, whilst there remains enough of difficulty, obscmity and 
apparent fruitlessness to try the patience of the saints. 

The trnnsition from this period to that in which God will 
remember his ancient people and convert them to himselt~ is 
throughout the whole of Scripture described as accompanied 
with the most fearful jndgments. This, we apprehend, will be 
the day of vengeance foretold by Moses, in which God ,rill 
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dsit with the most awful punishments those nations which had 
oppressed his ancient people. At the same time, also, we think, 
the wrath of God will be poured out upon the nations given to 
Popery ~nd ot?er corrupt forms of Christianity, except possi­
hly Russia, winch, as we shall see hereafter, may be reserved 
for more signal ¥engeance at a much later period. 

So terrific will be the judgments of God at that time, that 
the inhabitants of the world will at length learn righteousness.* 
The people of Israel also, after experiencing severe and pecu­
liar chastisements, will, in a body, turn unto God and believe 
in Christ. Probably their eyes will then be opened, so that 
they rrill recognize in the signs of the times the fulfilment of 
God's predictions, and that they 1vill especially consider their 
unbelief and repent of their long continued obstinacy in refus­
in~ Christ. 

·The con,ersion and restoration of Israel seems to us to be 
clearly foretold by the ,·ision of the dry bones, which Ezekiel 
saw, and which perhaps is identical with the first resurrection of 
which John speaks. The Gentile nations will vie with each 
other in their efforts to honour Israel; they will restore unto 
them the land of promise ; and on the other hand Israel will 
declare the gospel of Christ among all Gentiles. This will be 
the Millennium, during which, we believe, all the glorious 
promises, referring to the conversion of the nations, the almost 
universal spread of the gospel, uninterrupted peace, the remo­
rnl of much physical evil, &c. will be fulfilled. Whether Christ 
will then dwell personally on earth or not, we venture not to 
say ; but it seems to us that this supposition of a personal 
and visible reign militates against a number of truths that are 
far more satisfactorily established. 

After the Millennium another fearful period will dawn upon 
the world. Gog and Magog will then summon all their 
strength and fury in order to wage war with Jerusalem ancl her 
heavenly king. From the circumstance, that in the original 
the name Rosh ('lllNi) occurs several timest in connectioi1 
with these events, we are induced to think that Russia will 
take a prominent part in that war against God. It will be 
joined, however, by other nations, chiefly, it would seem, those 
in which Muhammadanism once had held its sway. It is pro­
bable that apostacy may for a time prevail pretty extensively 
over a large part of the earth, and possibly even spread among 
some of the Jews, though of the body of them it is said : 
"thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power," &c. By 

,. Does not the !at tcr part of the 2n<l chapter of Isaiah refer to this 
period r 

t Psalm ex.. G ; Ezek. x.xx,·iii. 2, 8 ; x.xx.ix. I. 
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a signal and sudden victory (Zech. xiv. 7,) Christ will en­
tirely overthrow his enemies, and probably at once desce11d 
in his Father's glory to raise the dead and hold the final judg­
ment; for although the connection between this victory and 
the judgment-day is not quite clear, yet from Rev. xx. 9-15, 
it would appear that the latter event will follow the former 
almost immediately, and the concluding verses of Isaiah seem 
to point t_o the same result. 

Whether what in Scripture language is called the end of the 
world, implies a total annihilation of this earth, or only a com­
plete metamorphosis, by means of fire, similar to that which was 
once effected by the deluge, is a question which it seems diffi­
cult to settle. We incline to the former opinion, and think 
that it is rather confirmed than contradicted by those passages, 
in which it is said that we look for a new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. There are, however, 
some passages, which seem to justify the second view, and to 
indicate that this earth, renewed and 110 longer covered with 
the tempestuous waves of the ocean, will be the scene of hea­
venly glory, and that the holy city, New Jerusalem, will come 
down from heaven, and that in her the tabernacle of God with 
men will be reared. 

The difference, we acknowledge, is not essential, provided 
it be taken for granted that this earth, so renewed, will become 
the peculiar dwelling-place of our God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ: for then there would be heaven upon earth. Possibly 
the description of a new Jerusalem, given in the concluding 
chapters of Ezekiel, may refer to this and not to the millennial 
period. And it may be thought by some that such a glorious 
destiny of our earth would becomingly correspond with the 
unequalled manifestation of divine mercy once displayed upon 
it, when God the Son took upon himself the nature of mortal 
man, and made an atonement for the sins of the world. 

This view of the heavenly state, however, seems to us hardly 
to be in accordance with the general tenor of the description 
given in the Bible of the eternal felicity of the saints ; and we 
mention it rather as an opinion which we would by no means 
despise, than as one which we should feel prepared fully to 
adopt. 

Having lately had occasion to go carefully through the book 
of Psalms, we were astonished to find how large a number of 
these divine songs refer to the restoration of Israel. • Not 
being able, at present, to illustrate this assertion by an elabo­
rate exposition of them, we shall only briefly indicate om· 
views on this subject. It must never be forgotten, however, 
that many expressions of joy and gratitude which will be pccu-
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liarly suitable to Israel when conve1-ted, arc almost equally 
applicable to co1n-erted sinners of every age. Among this class 
we would number the 103rd Psalm, and the 12th chapte1· of 
Isaiah, a perusal of which will at once illustrate our meaning. 

l st. ls1·ael, at the time of its approaching restoration, pre~ 
senting to God humble and penitential supplications: Psalm 
lxxx. xc. cii. (and Lament. iii.) 

2nd. Israel intreating God to combat its enemi~s and to 
fulfil his glorious promises: Ps. lxvii. lxxxv. xciv. cxv. cxliv. 

3rd. Israel blessing God for the privileges of the Millenni­
um: Psalms xlvi. xlvii. xcii. xciii. xcv. xcvi. xcviii. xcix. c. ciii. 

4th. Other descriptions of the millennial state: Psalms xl\'. 
lxxii. lxxxvii. cxlv. cxlvi. 

5th. Victory over Gog and Magog: Psalms xlviii. ex. 
6th. Judgment day: Psalms 1. xcvii.* 
7th. The heavenly Jerusalem descended~upon earth-per­

haps, Psalm lxxxvii. 
Many other Psalms receive 111uch light from the supposition 

that either the whole or part of them refer to the restoration 
of Israel to the divine favour and the possession of its promis­
ed land. It is hardly necessary to state that large portions 
of Isaiah, such as eh. xxiv. xxvii. xxxii. xxxv. and nearly the 
whole section from chapter xl. to lxvi. refer more or less direct-
1 y to the ,restoration of Israel, the judgments with which it wiU 
be preceded and followed, and the almost universal conversion 
of the Gentiles with which it will be accompanied. 

How significant will those large portions of the Psalms then 
become, when the people of Israel will from their hearts pre­
sent unto God the supplications and praises put into their mouths 
by the inspired seers who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto them, and when the exhortation of Moses will be 
universally obeyed : "Rejoice, 0 ye nations, with his people." 
(Deut. xxxii. 43.) 

J. w. 

" That this Psalm is descriptive of the judgment day, appears from 
Hebrews i. 6, where the original says:" And when he again (or the second 
time) bringeth in the first-begotten iuto the wol'ld." 
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Vl.-Tlte Cl,urch of Scotland Question: Reply lo Sir James 
Graham's Letter. 

Having in our last number given such extracts in regard to 
the Church of Scotland question, as had come to hand by the 
first delivery of the Overland Mail for last month, we now feel 
bound to add something more satisfactory: and having then 
given largely of Sir James Graham's official letter as expressive 
of the mind of Government, we now deem it right to give, on 
the other hand, some extracts from the reply of the Church's 
Special Commission (01· Committee)to that important document. 
The whole of this able production is rather long for readers 
not acquainted with the peculiarities of the questions involved, 
01· not specially interested in its particular res11lts :-bnt 
defences must ever labour under the disadvantage of being 
comparatively lengthy; for whilst an accusation may be ex­
pressed in one wol'Cl, like "treason,'' "rebellion," it may 
require many pages to repel or disprove it : a man may say, 
in one sentence, "The Gospel is a lie," and a volume may be 
requii·ed to prove that it is true. Thus the Evangelical or nou­
intrnsionist party in the Scottish Establishment are entitled 
to all the usual privileges of defendants; one of which is, to 
be heard at full length; and the other, that they be listened 
to with considerate patience, as those who have much, yea 
all at stake. We do not howeve1· mean to claim these from 
our readers on this occasion-we would only ask their kind 
attention. 

Extracts from the Reply of the Special Commission of the 
Church of Scotland, to the Letter of t!te Right Honorable Sir 
James Graham, of Hel' Majesty's Government. 

The Special Commission, in the first place, deem it proper, with reference 
to the statements in the Right Hon. Secretary's letter, to offer sowe remarks 
in explanation of the true nature of the Church's claims, and in vindication 
of her proceedings. The documents* themselves, however, and the nature of 
their respective prayus, were separate anil distinct, aud the footiug on which 
the two applications were placed by the ,\ssembly was altogether different. 

The object of the '' Claim of Right'' was to seek protection from the en­
croachments of the civil cou1·ts on the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church, 
parlicularly with reference _to her p_o~er of Llef~ndi!1g her con~regat(on? from 
the intrusion ol prescntccs m oppos1t1011 to thell' will; and this, wlnle 1t was 

* The General Assembly had forwarded to Go,·emment, two docnruents. at the 
same time, although in natnre quite distinct; the" Claim of Right," and the " Anti­
Patronage Address ;"-the former claiming, as a CoNSTITUTIONAL RtGUT, complete 
independence from the civil comls in spiritual matters ;-the latter requesting the 
abolition of Lay-patronage, as desirable and needful for the good of the church:­
these two, Sir Ja mes Graham had confused with each other ancl put th~ latter in 
the place of lhe former ; of this the Commission comrlains. 
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perfectly consistent with the continued co-existence of patronage, was rc­
prc-scntcd ns absol11tcly essential to enable the Chm-eh to carry 011 the 
go,·crnmeut of Christ's House in accordance with what she believed to be 
His laws; and it was also clearly indicated, that a refusal to give the pro. 
tection and redress desired woultl compel the Church to an abandonment of 
the bmefits and privileges of the Establishment. 

The "Anti-Patronage Address" again, while it distinctly asserted that 
patronage was a grievance, aud also, in accordance with the fact, that it had 
proved the main cause of the difficulties in which the Church was involved, 
and while it sought to have this right altogether abrogated, in no respect 
represented its abolition 11s essential to the continuing to carry on the govern­
ment of the Church in connection with the State. The Church doubtless 
sought, and earnestly sought, to haYe this grievance removed; nor did she 
apprehend that, by Yesting the election of ministers as well as that of elders 
in the people, any danger would be incuTred of its being thereby only trans­
ferred from the patrons to the Church courts. But she placed her appliea. 
tiou for its removal on a totally different footiug from her demands uuder 
the Claim of Itight. The object of the one was to be freed from a griev­
ance under the e:i.isting law, by a repeal of that law-that of the other, to 
be secured in the enjoyment of rights already belonging to her by the law 
and constitution. The one she deemed eminently desirable-the other she 
deemed absolutely essential to her existence. Though the one were refused, 
she might, nevertheless, continue to carry on the government oft he Church 
in connection with the State-the refusal of the other would render this 
impossible. 

Distinct claims like these, separately presented, and placed on a footing 
so entirely different from each other, might, the Special Commission ven­
ture to think, have obtained a reply in which they should not have been 
mixed up, the one with the other, and dealt with as if they had been prefer­
red under exactly similar circumstances, 

The Special Commission still more deeply regret that her Majesty's 
Government should hne characterised the claims of the Church, in regard· 
to her spiritual jurisdiction, as pretensions founded on the assumption that 
the courts of law "have no power to determine whether matters brnught 
before them are within the scope of their authority, if, in the opinion of t!te 
Church, these matters invoke any spiritual considerations; that neither 
sentences of courts, nor decrees of the House of Lords, nor even acts of 
Parliament, shall be effectual, if they interfere with the rights and privileges 
of the Church, of which interference, and of which spiritual considerations, 
tlie Chui·ch itself is to be t!te exclusivejudge." 

The Church has been exposed to this erroneous representation of the na­
ture of her claims from quarters whence it is no matter of surprise that such 
misconstruction should have proceeded. She scarcely could have expected 
it at the hands of her Majesty's Government. 

The Special Commission most confidently assert, that the Church has 
never put forward such preten~ions. On the contrary, she has uniformly 
disclaimed any such power of absolute and exclusive determination, so as to 
bind other courts, or fetter them in any way in the regulation of their own 
conduct, according to their own conscientious conviction, in regard to the 
matters which they may ha1·e to decide. She has always maintained-and 
ahe bas rested much of her case upon the plea-that all the several supreme 
courts of the kingdom, to which respectively l>cloug the adjudication of mat­
ters civil-of matters criminal-of matters Ii seal-and of matters ecclesias. 
tical-do each of them possess, as of right, and must of necessity exercise, 
the power of deterinining for themselves respectively, aud. for the guidance 
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of their own conduct, wheth<.>r the matters brought before them, and the pro­
ceedings to be adopted by them thereon, be within the Bcope of their pC'cu­
linr jmisdiction; but, 011 the other hand, that no one of these courts can 
authoritatively impose its opinions on the others, deprive them of the free 
unfettered exercise of their judicial judgment for the regulation of tltcir con­
duct in matters coming before them, or coerce them into a course of procedure 
in such matters, not in accordance with their own conscientious convictions, 
but in accordance with the views of that particular court which seeks au­
thoritatively to impose its interpretation of the law upon the others. 

The Church thus acknowledges, in the follest manner, the right of the 
civil court to decide for itself, and for its own guidance, all questions broucrht 
before it, subject always to the control of the supreme power of the St;;'te 
shoul<l it exercise a jurisdiction which, by the constitution, the State ha~ 
not conferred upon it. But, on the other hand, she claims a like freedom 
for brr courts, that they shall not be deprived of their unfettered judcrment 
and be compelled to act in the matters which they have lo decide, n°ot ac~ 
cording to their own conscientious convictions, but according to the views 
and opinions of another and separate tribunal. She seeks for them that 
freedom from coercion by the civil courts, which is recognised at once as 
belonging to the Court of Justiciary. That Court might, in regard to mat­
ters brought before it, adopt some determination which the Court of Session 
holds to be contrary to Jaw and to its constitutional powers : but the judges 
of the criminal court would be entitled to act according to their own judicial 
interpretation of the law, and would not be liable to have the opinion of the 
civil court forced upon them as the rule of their conduct, or be subject to 
personal and direct coercion at tbe instance of the ci\'il court, in order to 
compel them to act in opposition to their owD convictioDs. 

It is justly remarked by the Secretary of State, that, "Whether a matter 
in dispute is so entirely spiritual as to fall exclusively within the jurisdiction 
of the Church courts, or whether it involves so much of ci\·il riaht as to 
bring it, to a certain extent, within the jurisdiction of the civil cou~ts, may 
otten be a difficult question." The same subject, too, may legitimately come 
before both classes of courts for different ends, the one for determination of 
.civil right or status, and the other for determination of spiritual riaht or 
status; and the two courts may form opposite and contradictory opi~ions. 
In such cases, however, the constitutional course is for each to dispose of 
its own particular question, according to its own views, without attemptincr 
to force them upon the other, in the disposal of the quC'stion proper to it~ 
tribunal. And although difficulty may occasionally be experienced as to 
whether a particular question fi,lls within the province of the one or the 
other, there is one undoubted rule which cannot be disputed. 

In regard to any act which can only be performed and elTccted by tbe 
one comt, and cannot be performed or effected by the other, it is undenia­
ble that that matter is proper lo the peculiar cognisance of the former 
comt, and that the latter canuot interfere with or coerce the fom,cr in the 
performance of it. 1:he court which cann~t do the act can 1_1ever prescribe 
to the separate and rndepcndent court winch alone can do 1t, the circum­
stances in which it must be performed, and impose its own views in regard to 
its performance, as the rule of conduct for that court, which must be guided 
by the free and unfettered judgment of its own members. An act which 
can only be done by a particular court must, of necessity, be within the 
exclusive jmiscliction of that court; and in deciding when and how it shall 
be performed, such court must be free from the interference of any separate 
tribunal. This test will, in gcnernl, be found sufficient to decide questions 
of conflict of jmisdiction between distinct judicntories independent of each 
other. 

2 I 2 
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Now, in r<'~nl'd to thE' prE>sent conflict between the Church courts of 
~cotlan<l 11nd th<' <'i\"il court, both admitted to be supreme and exclusive in 
n•gnrd to the mattE>rs respE>clively within their jurisdiction, it is ncknO\V• 
IPdgcd b)· li<'r Majc>sty's Government, in perfect accordance with the princi­
pl<'s of the constitution, that " admission" ns well as "examination" is nn 
" C<'clcsiastical net," and that " tl1e Clwrcli co1tl'I alone can c1·eate t!1e 
past01·al relatio11 between the presentee and his pa,·ish." 

It is in reference to the performance of this act, which is admitted to be­
long exclusi1·ely to the Church courts, that the Church claims freedom from 
coercion by the civil courts. She holds the consent of the congregation, 
express or tacit, to be an element absolutely essential, by the fundamental 
laws of her constitution, coeval with her existence, to the formation of the 
pastoral relation. She holds their dissent to be an absolute bnr to it. She 
has decided against constituting this relationship where that element does 
not exist, and in opposition to that bar. This is her deliberate decision in 
regard to a matter falling within her admitted province, and as to the cir­
cumstances in which she will perform an act which she alone can perform. 
She does not, however, seek to impose her judgmcnt as to this matter in the 
ci\"il courts and compel them, in opposition to their own opinions, to hold 
this a valid ground of refusing to constitute the pastoral relation, so as to 
regulate them in the matter which can be disposed of by them alone, viz., 
the possrssion of the benefice. She would undoubtedly desire such a declar­
ation or alteration of the law as would bring the disposal of the benefice 
into harmony with the decision of the Church courts as to the pastoral 
charge ; but with reference to the question of jurisdiction, she recognises in 
the fullest manner the power of the civil courts to determine their own cause 
by tl.ieir own opinions, and to deal with the benefice, on the footing that a 
presentee rejected on such a ground has been wrongfully rejected. On the 
other hand, however, she desires to be free in determining her own cause­
the constitution of the pastoral relation-to judge for herself, and not to be 
coerced into the performance of acts within her own peculiar and exclusive 
jurisdiction, according, not to her own convictions, but to the opinions of 
the civil courts. 

This claim on the part of the Church may, or it may not, be well-found­
ed ; but such and such only is her claim, in so far as regards jurisdiction, 
and not that which has been attributed to her of an absolute and exclusive 
right of determination, which shall not simply be the rule of her own con­
duct, but shall be absolutely conclusive and binding on other courts. 

It thus appears that it is not the re-declaration and enforcement of the 
fundamental principle of the Church, coeval with its establishment, which 
is of modern date, but the assumption by the Court of Session, for the first 
time since it was instituted, of a jurisdiction never before exercised, but 
repeatedly repudiated and disclaimed by their predecessors. Whatever 
" aggression," therefore, may have taken place as to this matter, it has not 
been on the part of the Church. 

Even, however, if the Church were the aggressor, this would afford no 
ground for refusing to listen to her complaint of extended and daily extend­
ing encroachments made upon her proper jurisdiction in consideration of 
her original transgression. The supreme courts of a state cannot be looked 
upon by it in the light of independent hostile nations, who may wage war 
and invade each other's tcnitories, in retaliation of an aggression upon their 
own. The encroachment of one court upon the province of another cannot 
confer upon the latter a jurisdiction which has never been granted to it, and, 
in return, encroach on the jurisdiction of the court which committed the ori­
ginal aggression. Neither can that aggression be taken by the state as a 
ground for refusing to listen to the complaint of the court which has been 
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guilty of it, ao n, to restore pence and maintain an observance of the bound~ 
prescribed by the constitution. 

It is furthcrmo1·c end rcpente<lly nsscrted in the letter of the Secretary 
of State, thnt the Church, in maintaining the V cto Act, after the decisions 
of the civil courts, is acting" in defiance of the law." 

This is a heavy charge against any parties, most of all against a Christian 
Church; and it receives additional weight when it proceeds from the Go­
vernment of the country. 

It is, however, as the Special Commisaion confidently believe, altogether 
unfounded. 

Jt will not be forgotten, that the Church contends that the civil court9, 
in pronouncing the decisions in question, have exceeded the powers con­
ferred on them by the State, and have gone beyond the bounds of the pro­
vince allotted to them by the Constitution, within which alone they can act 
as courts, or be recognised as declaring the law; and that they have 
encroached on the constitutional jurisdiction of the courts of the Church. 
It must also be kept in view, that the Church is not in the ~ituation of a 
private party contending for patrimonial rights; but that, as established by 
law, she is one of the greatjudicial institutions of the country, and that her 
courts are recognised by the State as the supreme tribunal in matters 
ecclesiastical. Apart, therefore, from her character simply as a Church of 
Christ, she possesses, under her ratification end establishment by the State, 
a status and jurisdiction which she has no right, of her own accord, contrary 
to hlilr own convictions of the rights vested in her, to abandon. She is as 
much bound to maintain what she believes to be her jurisdiction, and to resist 
encroachment on it by any other court, as the criminal or civil courts would 
be to maintain theirs in conflicts with each other, or as the two Houses of 
Parliament in conflicts with the courts of law, as to their privileges. 

If indeed the State had expressly conferred on the Court of Session the 
powerofdetermining absolutely the extent and limit of the jurisdiction be­
longing to itself, and to all the other supreme courts of the country, it might 
have been alleged that the Church, in resisting its determination, was act­
ing in defiance oflaw. 

'l'he Church, howe\'er, has been altogether unable to discover the warrant 
given to the Court of Session by the State for the exercise of any such 
power. She does not see that in the original statutory institution of that 
Court" to sit and decide on all actions civil," it was constituted the" ex­
positor of the intentions" of the Legislature as to any matters except "ac­
tions civil." She has not been able to satisfy herself that the Court of Session 
has been authorised by the Legislature to be "the expositor of its inten­
tions," in regard to the jurisdictions and provinces of the supreme tribunals 
placed over the other great branches of judicial power. She can no more 
recognise its power to declare authoritatively the law in regard to the consti­
tuting the pastoral relation, thau in regard to the political franchises of the 
people-or to enforce, by personal coercion, the admission of a minister by 
the Church courts, because an obligation to admit stands inserted in a sta­
tute, than, by personal coercion, to compel the sovereign "to swear and 
subscribe" the oath for the maintenance of the Church of Scotland, because 
the obligation to do so is in like manner inserted in a statute. 

In these circumstances, the Church, in adhering to her own jurisdiction, 
and refusing to abandon it without some other declaration or proof of the 
mind and will of the State than the declaration of a court nowhere, so far as 
appears, authorised to pronounce and declare its will in regard to that mat­
ter, aannot justly be charged with violating" the law." Till the iutention 
of the Legislature be otherwise ascertained, the Church can no more be 
churged with defying the law in maintaining her privileges and jurisdictiou, 
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in opposition to the- decision of the Court of Session, thRn the Bouse of 
Commons eould be- RO c-hnl'i:(f'd whc-n nrnintaining their privileges, in opposi. 
1ion to the decision of the Court of Queen's Bench. 

The superinduction of the aut_hority of the House of Lords, sitting as a 
co11r/ of appral cannot, of course, m any degree, alter the case; because 
in the exercise of its appellate jurisdiction, its power cannot extend on; 
liair's-hreadth beyond that of the court whose sentence is reviewed. 

lf thr Legislature shall now, whether by express declaration or by tacit 
rf'cognition in withholding redress against the alleged encroach1~ents of the 
ci,·il court;;, recognise these courts as authorised to declare its will as to the 
conditions of·the Establishment, and the jurisdiction which it will acknow­
ledge in its courts, or _substantially adopt their decisions, the Cliurcl1 will, 
on her pm·t, doubtless at once implicitly acknowledge them as aut!toritative­
ly declaring the law, and e:i:poundiug the intentions of tlie Legislature. 
She will not, of course, perform her spiritual functions as the civil courts 
require, because that would be to act contrary to her conscientious convic­
tions as to the doctrines of the gospel; but she will acknowledge the obli­
gation to do so to be now, though contrary to what has e,·er heretofore been 
held, a condition of the benefits and immunities of the Establishment; and 
being unable to comply with these conditions, she will be no longer at liber­
ty to retain benefits and immunities clogged with conditions which she 
cannot fulfil. 

The Church has, indeed, protested against all sentences of courts and 
.Acts of the Parliament in Britain, "in alteration of, or derogation to," hc1· 
rights and privileges, as settled at the Revolution, and secured by the 
Treaty of Union. The ground of her protest is plain. When Scotland 
entered into a legislative union with England-a nation whose voice in the 
Vnited Parliament would be so overwhelming, and among whom a form of 
church government was established, in resisting the imposition of which the 
people of Scotland, for several generations, had endured so much suffering 
-she naturally took the utmost possible precaution to avoid the risk of 
injury to the privileges and gornrnment of the Church, the fruits ofa strug­
gle so long-continued and severe. 'l'his matter, therefore, was not allowed 
even to be treated of by the commissioners for the Union, but by an antece­
dent stipulation ( embodied in a statute of the Parliament of Scotland, which 
was verbatim inserted in the Acts of the Parliaments of both kingdoms, 
agreeing to the treaty), it was declared to be an" ~ssential and_ fundament­
al condition" thereof, nuder the most solemn sanctions, that tins settlement 
of the Church, with its government, discipline, right, and privileges, should 
be maintained inviolate, " without alteration thereof, or derogation thereto, 
in any sort, for ever." . 

This matter was therefore excluded from the cogmsance of the federal Le­
gislature created b_l'. !he Treatr of Union, and of course from that of ~11 its 
subordinate authorities. Agamst any acts or sentences of the pr1v1leges 
and government so secured, the Church must continue to protest. Dut, 
nevertheless, she, as a kingdom not of this world, has no warrant to contend 
against the supreme power of the State, in regard to its own functions in 
relation to the establishment of the Church, however wrongfully she may 
deem them to be exercised ; and therefore, when the mind and will of thr, 
Legislature shall have been ascertained as to the conditions which they hold 
shall henceforth be deemed those of the Establishment in Scotland, she 
will doubtless, while protesting, bow to that power, and if she cannot fulfil 
the conditions, yield up the benefita and immunities therewith clogged. 

If the Legislature shall adopt the same views, the Church will have only 
this alternative, viz., to fulfil conditions, an<l to submit to a etatc of sub­
jection to secular power in matters spiritual, which she deems inconsisten~ 
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with the Word of God, nnd at variance with her own Jaws and standards; 
or to relinquish the temporal benefits of an establishment clogged with such 
conditions, and implying ~uch subjection. 

The Legislature also will have an alternative submitted to them, namely, 
Whether to force on a disruption of the Established Church of Scotland, 
with all its ntlendant evils, or to restore the Church to the state in which 
she was between 1834 and 1838, when the Veto Act had not been declared 
illegal-the power to admit quoad sacra ministers had not been challenged 
-and the jurisdiction of the civil courts, which has since been so largely 
exercised, had not been claimed. 

That the state of the Church during this period was one of usefulness and 
comparative harmony and peace, none will deny. The practical operation 
of the Veto Act had removed much of the dread with which it had been 
viewed, and many of the objections which had been made to it. Those 
who had opposed its adoption in the Church courts had come to acquiesce 
in it, and even to talk of it as likely to prove a " blessing" to the country. 
The Government had exercised the Crown patronage in accordance with it, 
with a happy experience of its beneficial and peaceful working. None of 
the extensive private patrons opposed it, or complained of it ; and the 
resistance to it proceeded from one individual alone. A general and cor­
dial co-operation in the great cause of advancing religion, promoting educa­
tion, and improving the morals of the people, prevailed among all parties in 
the Church. Those bodies who had in the preceding ·century seceded 
from her communion, were returning within her pale. She was extending 
herself with a rapidity unknown at any former period of her history, and new 
life and vigour were apparent in every department of her labours. 

That the total disruption of the Establishment should be preferred to the 
restoration of the Church to the State in which she was during this period, 
the Special Commission would be unwilling to believe,-tbe more especially 
as it was the very period while she was in that state which was selected­
after the neglect of a century and a half-by those who now again guide th& 
councils of the Crown, for advising his late Majesty, from the throne, to call 
the attention of his Parliament to the means of extension. 

VII.-Puseyism in 1842, 01· the Raising of the .. Wask. 
" Cum posces, posce Latine."-Juvenal. xi. 148. 

Little more than a year ago, nothing apparently could exceed the 
indignation of the Puseyites, when the inevitable tendency of their 
system towards Rome was pointed out to them, and they were accus­
ed of sacrificing the principles, not of the Reformation only, but of 
their own Church, on that idolatrous shrine. Was it not monstrous, 
they asked, to have conclusions forced upon them which they indig­
nantly disclaimed ? Was it not foul wrong that they, the only war­
riors fully equipped and prepared for the battle, the only combatants 
to whom their Church could look with confidence in her hour of uecll, 
should be suspected of going over to the enemy's camp ? ',N ere they 
not learned in the Fathers, skilful in controven;y, zealou:, even beyouJ 
the law for their beloved Church ? And who were their accusers ? 
A mob of" gapes and yawns," (I use their own choice phrn,eulogy) 
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of ignorant E\'angclicals, of irreverent dissenters* and Samaritans, who 
were not worthy so much as to sit at their feet. 

Such bold and plausible assertions were not without their clfect on 
the ignorant and the unwary, and that herd of waiters on the -n 11,011, 

who ever crowd to the last raised standard, whethe1· it be that of 
Mormon, Newman, or St. John Long. 

Nevertheless, notwithstanding all the scorn, with which, as gentle­
men, they disowned equivocation,-as Churchmen, all wish fo1· commu­
nion with Rome, Tii:ne, whose silent witness may not be gainsayed, 
has proved that, even 1f they were honest, they were wrong, and thnt 
the charges then brought against them are now not matters of opinion, 
but of historv. To discuss their tactics would onlv raise useless heat • 
but the follo;•ing extract from Arch-bishop Seck~r will show in what 
camp they learned them. 

" Dut observe one thing: if you hear them deny any of the points with 
•11,hich they have been charged, do not be staggered at it. Would to God 
they were not guilty of them ! They would be more in the right, and we 
should be nevertheless so. But do not think a charge unjust, because they 
confidently say it is. The more ignorant of them here among us, perhaps 
do not know the worst part of their doctrines; and the more learned will 
not own thf'm till they are forced. These concealments are no new thing 
with them. In some countries, many of their Missionaries have concealed 
a great part of the Christianity they pretended to teach, and allowed Hea­
thenism to be blended with it, in order to make converts, such as they are, 
the more readily. No wonder then if here they veil over their corruptions 
with a fair mask, which, if we do not pull off, they will not throw off, till 
the proper time comes." 

The " proper time" is not quite come : the pear is not quite ripe : but 
the mask is now so far raised, that any one, who has eyes, may see 
the face that is under. 

There is a rumour abroad that certain of the Jesuits have taken or­
ders in the Church of England, and that now, foremost in the ranks 
of the Tractarians, they are actively engaged in undermining her foun­
dations; and certainly:thert is nothing _in such a proceeding unknown 

• Even the Puseyites feel themselves compelled to apologize for applying 
the epithet "irreverent dissenter" to the holy Bishop Jewel, of whom Dean 
Moren one of bis most determined adversaries, exclaims, "In thy faith I 
bold thee a heretic; but surely in thy life thou art an ange I." As a speci­
men, unique in its kind, their apology is worthy of a place in a cabinet of 
curiosities. Here it is ! 

"" Mr. Hallam says,Jewel was a Precisian, or Puritan. This is all that we 
want to Eay of him, and all that Mr. Froude meant, when he called him an 
" irreverent Dissenter,"-Dissenter and Puritan expressing about the same 
thing. He did not mean that Jewel was more irreverent than othe1· dissen­
ters, but only that he held dissenting principles, and that tlte principles 
of dissent are irreverent !"'-British Critic, No. 64. P: 331. . . 

Thus it runs ; Mr. Hallam says, Jewel was a Puritan ; but a Puritan 1s 
about the same as a dissenter: and every dissenter is irreverent : thercfo1:c, 
after all Jewel was "au irreverent dissenter." Every str.p surprises by its 
novelty '. and as a whole,-was ever reasoning more felicitous? Was ever 
apology more complete ? 
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to the practice, or inconsistent with the pri11ciples of these reverend 
Fathers. There can be no scruples of conscience to hinder the hrethren 
of the worthy brahmans of Madura from taking the vows, or signing 
the articles of a Church, which, according to many of her own learned 
and of course ltonest divines, imply nothing contrary to the doctrines 
of the Council of Trent. 

It is to be feared that this rumour is unfounded. Would that it 
were true! Would that these men were di8guised Jesuits, avowed 
Papist~, any thing other than what they are,-traitorous members of 
a Prntestant church, reviling her principles while they eat her bread, 
and indebted for their present success, to a po8ition which they hold 
by the basest compromise! As members of their beloved "Mother 
Church," we might, in the confidence that we were deali11g with hone8t 
men, award them the praise of consistency, and listen to what they 
ask for with attention and respect : yet they are not over-modest in 
asking, as witness the following demands ! 

1.-The Bible must be surrendered into their hands: for the Fathers 
alone can interpret its meaning, and they alone can_ interpret the Fa­
thers, being the only true Church. If the laity are allowed to open 
the Bible at all, it can only be as an exercise in reading, for they are 
strictly prohibited from attaching any meaning of their own to its 
contents. 

11.-The Church of England must be admitted to have no fixed 
principles, and in her doctrines and discipline to have shifted from 
century to century at the mercy of every wind. 

III.-Her articles therefore must be explained away, according to 
the method of Santa Clara; and her creed, in so far as it is Protestant, 
utterly ~ejected, especially her doctrine of justification by faith, which 
is more deadly and poisonous than Heathenism itself. 

IV.-The state must be co-extensive and identical with the Charch: 
and heresy and dissent are to be put down by the strong hand of 
power. 

V.-All things being thus prepared, we are again to acknowledge 
the supremacy of the Pope, accept the Romish doctrines, and enter 
into full communion with Rome. 

Now such extravagancies put forward by the Jesuits, or the ultra­
Papistical party in the Roman Catholic Church, could neither startle nor 
surprise us, as coming from tltem: but as the avowed and pablicly re­
corded statements of mini~ters of the Anglican Establishment volun­
tarily professing themselves her champions against Romanisrn, vaunting 
her apostolicity, and zealous to bigotry in her defence, there is some­
thing in them revolting to every notion of fair dealing and Christian 
truth. For no man in his senses can doubt that, if these statements 
be true, the church of England is nncloubtedly schisrnatical : and it 
becomes the imperative duty of all her members to flee to Romanism 
for their lives. But the English are not yet ripe for Popery ; they ha,·e 
not yet been able to persuade themselves that they are not Protestants, 
and that the Reformation was a curse; therefore it is the policy of 
"the conspirators," instead of following Mr. Sibthorp, to hold back, 
and continue to fight the battle of Rome under the Anglican flag. 

VOL, IV, 2 K 
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'That this tortuous policy has been eminently successful is B melancho­
ly truth: but the success arose from their imposing l!lhow of ecclesias­
tic11l learning, the high ground they assumed for their own church, 
their often repeated professions of unbounded attachment to her 
and determined hoi,tility to Rome, and those constant appeals to the 
mystic, the recondite, and the marvellous, which have such powerful 
attractions for the undisciplined mind. Thus only could they succeed : 
for naked Romanism is scarcely on the increase in Protestant England; 
and in the face of vaunting periodicals, plausible pamphlets, new 
churches, and splendid cathedrals, I believe th11t the following state­
ment in the British Critic is very near the truth. " The plain fact 
is before every body's eyes, that the Roman Catholics can only scrape 
up a convert here and there, whereas the whole country, especially 
the manufacturing part, is flooded with dissent."-No. 64, p. 316. 

Perhaps the mo .. t useful service which I can render in this matter, 
will be to substantiate my assertions by extracts of the roost explicit na­
ture from the British Critic, the avowed organ of the sect. My sketch 
is slight enough ; but there will be no want of vigour and boldness in 
filling up the outlines ; for these men, whatever be the cause, now write 
with the evident consciousness of entire impunity and of acknowledged 
power. 

1.-The following extracts will show how ingeniously the Bible is 
taken from the laity, and prove the identity of their doctrine on this 
head with that of the church of Rome : 

1.-The Bible is to be interpreted by tradition. " Catholic tradition, then, 
ha.s been roer.cifully given to supply to i:cripture, what it does not supply 
to itself, its true interpretation."-Newman's Church of the Fathers, 
page 192. 

2.-Tradition is to be adopted by ordinary men without inquir9. "It is 
abstractedly the right of every individual to verify tradition by scripture 
for himself, yet it is not so in matter of fact: it is as wrong for the gene­
rality of Christians to attempt it, as if there was no right at all." "Private 
inquiry is, in the case of ordinary men, a mistake."-pp. 192, 194. 

S.-P1·ivate Christians cannot even ascertain for themselves what tradi­
tion is. "If any one has preserved up to this period a floating idea, that 
personal study of the Fathers is capable of becoming an available rule of 
faith to the private Christian, by which he can test the formularies of his 
own church, or criticise those of other churches, this volume ( Select trea­
tises of Athanasius) and these notes must, we imagine, undeceive him."­
Britii;h Critic, No. 64, p. 412. 

4.-The reading of the scriptures is neither an ordinar]J nor essential 
part of Christian duty. " Without reading scripture or knowing a word of 
it, men may be good Christians;• without obeying Christ's command­
mentst and believing in His doctrines, they cannot. And the church from 
the first has acted upon this principle.-Our own prayer book follows on 
the same track.-ln all this not a word of even the study of scripture as 

• Observe how artfully the real question is eluded, and the matter pass­
ed over, as if there was no difference between the man, who from necessity 
cannot, and him, who can, but will not read for himself that message from 
his God, which is able to make him wise unto salvation. 

t ls not "Search the Scriptures" a commandment of Christ P 
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being nny part of the ordinnry and essential duty of a Christian."-British 
Critic, pp. 38fl, :l!JO. 

N OTP. .. - Yet private Christiana must not neglect the Bible I " It is 
not of course implied in the text that in our present circum.~tances, any 
privntc Christian could neglect the sacred volume without great sin, or 
without betrnying a very unchristian temper. Still modern corruptions 
mnke it of the highest importance to define clearly what is, and what is not, 
of the essence of gospel requirements. One result at once of what has 
been said is to show the for higher importance of studying the four gos­
pels, than any otlier part of scripture."-page 390. 

Well may they shun "the other parts of scripture;" for the Acts 
of the Apostles, make as wild work with Puseyite discipl;ne and Pu­
seyite pretensions, as the Epistles with Puseyite doctrines. Indeed the 
note is altogether worthy of the most ingenious of the sons of Loyola. 
It would be unsafe in present circumstances to forbid the reading of 
the Bible: therefore private Christians are allowed to read and study 
it. But can any mockery be more evident ? If the Bible has no 
meaning for them ; if tradition alone can interpret it ; if they may not 
gather that tradition for themselves, but must receive it without in­
quiry from the church ; and if the church " has never thought of 
authoritatively determining the sense of any one text of scripture, 
however sacred," (p. 389,)-what use can there be in running the eye 
over words without meaning in " a sealed book?" Is it not plain 
what is expected of them ?-To follow in the track of Egypt, Hindus­
tan, and Papal Rome ; to raise a priestly caste on their own ignorance ; 
to endow it with their minds and sou.ls, and listen to its voice as to God 
speaking. 

11.-The word of Goel, that inestimable book which every true Pro­
testant reverences as the bulwark of his faith, and the charter of his 
salvation, must naturally and of necessity be remoYed out of the way, ere 
the first step can be made towards Romanism : and then, the Revelation 
of God being sealed up, there remains the Revelation of the church ! 
but which church? the Anglican or the Roman? It is needless to prove, 
that, according tu Tractarians, between these two alone the contest lies. 

If the picture which follows be truly painted, the controversy is at 
an end. A more merciless satire on the Church of England,-if a thing 
so shifting and baseless as she is here represented C'an be called a 
church,-an attack, if correct, more decisive of her utter worthlessness 
as a depository of the faith, was never penned. Bossuet gloried in 
the variations of Protestants ; but it was reserved for the nineteenth 
century to behold the horrid and unnatural sight of a large body of 
Anglican divines holding up to her exulting enemies, without re­
morse or shame, the variations of their own church. 

l.--Luthem11is111 is Heresy. "So long as men remain Lutheran, it is 
very little additional evil, that they are iuvolved iu two or three other he­
resies besides!" No. 64. p. 394. 

2.-Protestantism is a false 1·eli9io11. " Protestantism, as might be ex­
pected in a false religion, is opposed not less to our perception of the beau­
tiful, than of the good and true."-p. 392. 

3.-The Church of England al first and for 11earlg 100 yeal"s was. 
Calvinistic. " C1·nnmer was ruore of a politiciau than a theologian_: the 
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,•pn• con~l'iousnl.'~s of the weakness of his own crerd mnde him hesitate; he 
rC'C'ede,I from one point of doctrine to another; nnd he nnd his associates 
:1.t last submitted to the fate of all secondary nnd inferior minds, who come 
into C'ontaC't with superior ones,-they were obliged to bow to the master 
mind of Calvin. The new doctrines, thus weakly stemmed, rushed in like 11 
flood, and our reformers at parting left the church in the h11nds of a Cal­
vini8t party, who were more really ou,· reformers than they were tl1em­
selt,es ; only bequeathing, as a record of their own particular influence, a 
legacy of Erastianism !"-p. 328. 

" Why persist in making Hooper, an obstinate Puritan, a mere dogged 
Genernn preacher, of all things in the world, a bishop ?--;Covt:rdnle was 
another bishop of this sort, a thorough Puritan and Genevan, who officiated 
at the consecration of Arch-bishop Parker in his black gown!! !-The im­
mediate successors, however, of the Reformers, as often happens in such 
cases, went further than their predecessors did, and were more deeply im­
bued with the feeling of the day. The Episcopate, in the first pai·t of' Queen 
Elizabeth's 1·eign, were successors of Hooper and Coverdale, almost more 
than they were of Cranmer and Ridley ; indeed it was only her strong 
Tudor arm that kept them within decent bounds."'"-p . . 330. 

"But doct,·ine, as well as ritual and external religion, suffered from the 
influence which the Calvinistic school was allowed to gain : the whole 
church from one end to the other was flooded with the peculiar doctrines 
of Calvinism, absolute election, reprobation and the rest of the five points. 
They gained possession of both universities ; they were the recognized 
doctrines of our divinity sehools ; it was thought heretical to doubt them. 
Oxford (how different, how in congenial with every body's idea of the place 
110w) was the very focus of Geneva□ influence; its doctors and professors 
were Calvinistic preachers; its colleges and halls were Seminariea of Cal­
vinism ; the bishoprics, deaneries, stalls, canonries and all the benefices 
in the church were monopolized by them.-There was 110 one else to give 
the places to : all the world were Calvinists." p. 332. " The very R'!forma­
tion itself was in a considerable degree a Puritan movement."t-p. 333. 

These statements are sufficiently explicit. The church of England, 
" as by law established" was more than Protestant,-she was Calvi-

• Yet the saving of the Church's existence, and her development into 
a sounder and more ecclesiastical state are ascribed, (p. 333) in terms, 
which I cannot help calliug blasphemous, to" the DIVINE Powt:R of Epis­
copacy.'' 

The reader cannot fail to have remarked the flippant and indecent tone 
in which the Fathers of the English Church, the holy men and Martyrs of 
the Reformation, are here vilified. It will be the more apparent from con­
trast. Bernard of Clairvaux and Bonaventura speak of the virgin Mary in 
laoguage that is not ooly idolatrous, but blasphemous :-the latter espe­
cially in his celebrated Psalter of the virgin, wherein he alters the Psalms 
of David by systematically striking out the name of God, and inserting in 
its place that of Mary. An we allowed to condemn such blasphemy 1 
By no means:-" One may believe that in him, such language, as they are 
known to have used, would encroach upon God's honor. Well, no one 
wiHhee him to use it: but how doPs it therefore follow that it did so in 
tll#fl f \Vhat inconceivable boldneSB to decide peremptorily on sue!, a 
question, wliere the object, of criticism are Gods saint,!" p. 410. It 
would be hard to decide, which of these opposites is the more unchristian 
and disguating. 

t That is (aee note p. 266) an "irreverent dissenting'' movement I 
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ui8tic in her creed, nnd her teaching. Therefore when they assert 
tlrnt "Protestantism is a false religion," they assert also that the re­
ligion of their own church was FALSR ; and further, (the church of Rome, 
being, according to them, indisputably a true church,) that the c!tange 
from Romanism to Anglicanism was a clwnge from truth to error ! Let 
the indignant English Churchman, who is startled by the very mon­
strousness of such a conclusion, read again the extracts on which it is 
built, and judge for himself. 

4.-T!ie churcli of England in the seventeenth century changed her creed 
and hei· doctrines I "These were steps already gained: it remained that 
the Calvinistic creed should be given up as well." No. 64. p. 335. 

"Candlesticks, plates, and ornamental tapestry found their way upon the 
communion table&: and the splendor of the altars in the royal and archi­
episcopal chapels, and elsewhere, elevated the hearts of churchmen, and ei·­
cited Puritan disgust to the utmost. Add to this painted windows the figures 
of the saints restored wbich the Reformation had effaced; the music of the 
choir service improved; rich copes used in the celebration of the Eucharist, 
-the altar approached with bowing, churches entered with a reverence to 
the altar, and the name of Jesus acknowledged by the scriptural form. 
These with many other ecclesiastical reforms* produced quite an altered 
aspect in our church ; and they would have been followed up doubtless by 
still further chan~es, had the career of the great Reformer (Laud) not been 
interrupted : as 1t is, however, they procured for him the reputation of an 
undoubted Papist with the Puritans of his day, as they still do with those 
of our own." 

" (These changes) were indications of a sounder theology that was forming 
underneath. Laud found Oxford a seminary of Calvinism, and he left it 
a school of Ortlwdoxy."-pp. 336, 337. 

" To sum up with a picture of the church drawn by a spectator, a Ro­
man Catholic of that day, and acknowledged by Dr. Heylin; 'its doctrines' 
he says, ' are in many things altered,' e. g. the Pope not Anti-christ, pic­
tures, freewill, predestination, universal grace, inherent righteousness, the 
preferring of charity before knowledge, the merit of good works: its pro­
fessors, they especially of great authority, love temper and moderation, and 
the thirty-nine Articles seem patient, if not ambitious, of some (Roman) 
Catholic sense."-p. 339. 

" Upon the plainest historical grounds then, supported by the testimony 
of popular opinion at the present day, we have the fact established of a 
change in our church theology,-a change since the Reformation,-the de-

• e. g. At the consecration of St. Catherine's church, Laud himoelfgoini 
the chancel, severnl times took up some dust from the floor, and threw it 
in the air. '1 hen after various forms of a similar description, he proceeLled 
to administer the sacrament. "As he approached the communion table, 
he made many low reverences, and coming up to that side of the table 
where the bread and wine were placed, he bowed seven times. After 
reading many prayers, he approached the sacramental elements, and gently 
lifted up the corner of the napkin, in which the bread was placed. When 
he beheld the bread, he suddenly let fall the napkin, fell back a step or 
two, and bowed tl1ree times toward the bread: then drew near again, open­
ed the napkin, and bowed as before. He next took hold of the cup, which 
was filled with wine; then let it go, fell back ancl bowed thrice toward it. 
He 11gain appl'oached, and lifting up the cover, peeped into the cup : but on 
seeing the wine, lie let fall tlic cova, mid bowed 11s bejore !" &c. &c.-Rus• 
i;ell's Modem Europe, yo!. iii, JI, 248. 
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velopment of a sta11rlflrd d;11inity in a later age, different from tlic standflnl 
dir,i,,itg of a former."-p. 385. 

5.-1'/ic prese11t state '!f the clmi·ch '!f Engla11d. Is slie an idol 01· 

a phantom _9 " A parrot's salutntion deceives our ears the first time; for 
who can tell whether Tom or John may not really be passing: but the 
twentieth repetition of it very soon betrays its irrational origin.-We look 
to hC'r, whom we ha,·e looked up to from our birth, as our rnonitress and 
gui<le, and we sec her by our contemporary's ,rand" turned into a stiff stone 
like .figure, with eyes Ji:red, and lips i-cpeating mecl1anicall9, Popery, 
Popcry: before her pnss the powers of darkness in dread array, and form 
after form of unbelief, heresy and schism, the carnal, extravagant, subtle, 
worldly :-she stares vacantly on each, and again and again says, Popery: 
we begin to apprehend something, and the awful thought suggests Itself, 
Has site life .P Is site a i·eal being.' Or ha\'e we been hitherto, as oriental 
stories describe, within the circle of some magical spell, and been hanging 
on the lips of an idol, 01· a phantom f"-pp. 386, 387, 

Such is the high ground these ultra-Anglican churchmen take for 
their beloved church ! On leaving Rome, she changed the true for a 
false religion, for the " blessed Reformation" was nothing else; and 
so complete was her apostacy, that Heylin, (seep. 346,) can find only 
two parallels for it in the history of the world: the first, the idolatry 
of Israel under Ahab, when Elijah alone, and the second the palmiest 
period of the Arian heresy, when only three individuals, Athanasius, 
Eusebius and Hilary, publicly stood up for the faith! In the next 
century, hy changing her creed and her doctrines, she all but returned to 
the orthodox faith ;-the death of Laud alone hindering that much-to­
be-desired consummation. 

The eighteenth century, the era of the great rel"ivals of religion, is 
passed over in prudent silence; but a third change, (and for the worse 
in their eyes, for Romanism was then in no especial favor) is clearly 
indicated by the necessity for a fourth, which is now at work in the 
new school of Oxford. 

It is not my part, however great may be my inclination, controver­
sially to question the truth of this picture ; neither perhaps would the 
pages of the Observer be open for such a discussion. But as an 
expression of private opinion, I may sure! y affirm that the doctrine· of 
the church of England is to be fairly determined only from the' 
acknowledged meaning of her standards at the time when these stand-' 
ards were framed ; that however powerful and prevalent " the faction 
of Laud," or other factions may have been, a large body of her mem­
bers have been always true to the principles of her first Reformers; 
i;ound and stedfast in the faith, second to none in zeal, labour and spi~ 
ritual-mindedness; and that if Eingle names are to be accounted of; 
her Reformers to a man, her martyrs, who sealed their faith with 
their blood, her Jewels, Abbots, Whitgifts, Halls, Ushers, Hookers, 
Chillingworths and Leightons, represent her with more truth, and far 
more honor, than thousands of Lauds, Heylins, Forbeses and Bram. 
halls. 

• This refers to a catena of the most eminent divines of the English 
church brought forward uy a writer iu the Quai·terly Review, as her testi­
mony against Romaoism, &c. 
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Thus viewed, she is 1t true and a noble church, bearing faithful and 
unvarying witness "to the truth as it is in Jesus." Otherwise, if 
she be indeed what these traitors assert so bolclly, she ii, "a blind 
leader of the blind," and men must be insane to receive from her 
their faith, and trust their souls to her teaching. 

III.-Most men will think, that the Thirty-nine articles being drawn 
up by the Reformers as a confession of their faith, are not unlikely to 
contain their doctrines : and indeed so much appears to countenance 
such an impression, that the Oxford Divines have need of very consi­
derable ingenuity to accept them in their plain literal sense, and yet 
avoid false swearing. " Patient, nay even ambitious of a Catholic sense," 
as the Articles seem to some, No. 90 was not altogether successful as 
an experiment. The Roman Catholic interpretation of Francis a Santa 
Clara was bolder, but not more satisfactory : for even Laud himself, 
"the great Reformer," condemned it most decidedly. Not so, the 
Puseyites; not so Arch-Bishop Bramhall, whom they quote in Italics 
(p. 339) with such approbation ! " Wellfare" says he, " our learned 
and ingenuous countryman, Santa Clara ! Be it far from me to censure 
Christian charity and moderation, &c." The doctrines of the Reforma­
tion however do not require such delicate handling ; as ' false reli­
gion,' a Puseyite makes short work with them. On this head I shall 
make but one quotation ; and I question whether the annals of con­
troversy can produce any thing more false, more recklessly profane, 
more unequivocally at variance with their own standards, and with 
Scripture. 

The doctrine of justification by faith only. 

" The very first aggression then of those, who labour to revive some 
degree of vital Christianity-must be upon that strange congeries of notions 
and practices, of which the Lutheran doctrine of justification is the origin 
and reprE>sentative. Whether any he1·esy has ever infested the Christian 
Church so hateful and unchristian as this doctrine, it is perhaps not neces­
sary to determine; none certainly has ever prevailed so subtle and exten­
sively poisonous. It is not only that it denies some one essential doctrine 
of the gospel, as e. g. inherent righteousness : this all heresies do : it is 
not only that it corrupts all sound Christian doctrine, nay the very princi­
ple of orthodoxy itself: though this also it certainly does: but its inroads 
extend further than this: as far as its formal statemellts are concerned it 
poisons at the very root, not Christianity only, but natural religion. We 
must plainly express our conviction t!iat a religious heathen, were he reallg 
to accept the doctrine which Lutheran language expresses, so far from 
making any 11dvance, would sustain a lieavy loss, in exchanging fundamen­
tal truth for fundamental error."-No. 64 pp. 390, 391. 

It has been said, "Puseyism is not heresy;" surely no such mis­
apprehension can exist now ! What can more accurately realize the 
definition of the judicious Hooker ? 

"If," says he," men loose the bond of faith, which they a.re justly sup­
posed to do, when theyfrowardly impugn any principal point of Christian 
doctrine, this is llEREsY."-Works, p. 540. 

By way of antidote I subjoin an extract from another source, not 
unknown in the Church of England. 
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" This sa)·ing • that W<' be Jttstifitd by .ftiitlt onlg,-frncly 1111d withollt 
,1•0,·ks,' i~ spoken for to take away clearly all merit of OUI' worl<s, &c. ThiH 
faith the Holy Scripture tcacheth us-this is the strong 1·ock and fo,mda­
tion of the Christian religion ; this doctrine all old and ancient authors or 
Christ's Church do approve; this docti·ine advanceth and setteth foi·th tlte 
l1'11c !flory of Clii·ist, and beateth down the vain glory of man: thus whoso­
c,·er denieth is not to he accounted for A CHRISTIAN MAN; but for an adve1·­
sa1:11 to Christ and his gospel, and a setter forth of man-'s vaiu glory." 
Book of Homilies, i. Serm. 3, part 2. 

Thus according to " the godly and wholesome doctrine," of the 
Homilies, justification by faith only is the foundation of the Christian 
religion ; while according to the doctrine of the British Critic, it is a 
poisonous heresy, worse than Heathenism itself: and men arc found 
in the English church publicly pledged to teach botlt; and they hold 
on their way vaunting and unreproved ! 

IV. In a former paper I adduced evidence from the less wary and 
prudent of the party, that heretics and dissenters were to be " swept 
from the earth,-in other words, put to death." 

Jn like manner they write of the church now, as compared with 
that of James and Elizabeth. The churcl;i now, they say, "is in a 
very different and much lower position, 

" Then it was co-extensive and identical (in respect to those who com­
posed it) with the state: when men ceased to be members of the former, 
they were a)90 deprived of their position io the latter. A seceder from 
the church, was, as such, A ca11111N.&L AND A MALEFACTOR;" p. 320, and 
they ask, with lamenting pathos, Are persons now obliged to go to 
church, in order to escape going to jail 1 

But why do they not go further into the 17th century ? Why pass 
over the atrocities of the Star Chamber, and the zeal of " the great 
Reformer," against the Puritans ? Identifying themselves with " the 
Laudian school," (as they term it) it may be allowed me to illustrate 
" what spirit it was of' in one at least of its manifestations. 

When Dr. Leighton, a Puritan and the father of the amiable and 
truly evangelical prelate, was found guilty in that impartial court of 
libelling the Church of England, Laud pulling off his cap, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, gave thanks to God for the following sentence, 
the execution of which he has carefully recorded with his own hand 
in his own private Diary, " 1630, Nov. 6. 

I. He was severely whipt, before he was i;:et in the pillory. 
2. Being set in the pillory, he had one of his ears cut off. 
3. One side of his nose was slit up. 
4. He was branded on the cheek with a red hot iron, with the let­

ters S. S. On that day seennight, his sores upon his back, ear, nose, 
and face, being not yet cured, he was whipped again at the pillory in 
Cheapside, cutting off the other ear, slitting the other side of tlie nose, 
and branding the other cheek." 

A previous imprisonmeot of sixteen weeks had reduced him to the 
brink of the grave; and on a cold day in November, after all this 
whipping and butchering was over, the poor mangled old man, worn 
out with pain, half naked, and faint from loss of blood, was exposed 
for two houre on the pillory in the midst of a snow-storm, Was the 
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revengeful spirit of " the great Reformer," satiated at last ? TE~ 
weary yeurs afterwards did Leighton languish in captivity, and when 
released at length, not by Laud's pity or compunction, but by the 
strong arm of the Long Parliament, he had all but lost the use of his 
limbs and his senses! 

This is but one case out of many; ex uno, disce omnes. Was the 
" school of ,,aud,'' indeed one in spirit with the school of Christ ?* 

V. The last point I have undertaken to make good, is that the new 
Oxford School is prepared to allow the Pope's supremacy, to accept 
all the Romish doctrines, and to return to the Romish communion. 

But conscious that the weight of their own authority would be 
utterly insufficient for the sweeping innovations they propo8e, very 
carefully and very artfully they introduce these with the authority and 
sanction of men, whom it pleases them to designate as the undoubted 
representatives of the orthodox Anglican church. 

It is to be observed, in limine, th>1t, the Church of the Fathers hav­
ing performed the part assigned to it, and prepared the public mind 
for afurther developement, is quietly set aside, and the question now 
before us is-

" How far does the MEDIEVAL CHUB.CH demand our -w.nqualijied sym­
pathy ? How far may it be considered as the very same in its claims npon 
us as the eai·lit'r Church, as being the exhibition of the very same spirit, 
changed only in that it is in afarther state of growth, &c."-p. 408. 

So also Mr. Newman, in the Introductory Essay to his new trans­
lation of Fleury, gives the following e;xplanation of a contradiction to 
which l formerly referred : Augustine and Chrysostom, both of them, 
deny in the strongest terms that any miracle was wrought in their 
days, and yet narrate numberless miracles which they witnessed with 
their own eyes. No doubt, says Mr. Newman, their meaning is, that 
there were no Apostolical miracles in those days ; the miracles, that 
were then wrought, were all Ecclesiastical ! Not a little surprised 
at this discovery, you ask wherein lay the difference? and you are 
informed that the New Testament miracles were open, public, and for 
great ends; the Ecclesiastical, local, e. g. the fragments of the cross 
dispersed through all Christendom, little known, (e. g. by the crowds 
who flocked to the celebrated shrines of the martyrs,) and often for 
some mean end, or for none that can be discovered,-which ·is perhaps 
true !t Thus prepared to receive on the whole the miracles of the 
fourth century, the discovery of the Holy Cross being specially included, 

* See afterwards v. ll. 
t It would be unjust to pass over so slightly a theory so novel, ingeni­

ous, and thoroughly Tractarian. 
"We are accustomed," says Mr. Newman, " to see wild beasts more or 

less from our youth, or at least to read of them: but even with this partial 
preparution many persons will be moved in a very singular way, on going 
for the first time, or ufter some interval, into a meuagerie.-Let two qua­
lities of the works of nature be observed, &c. which are nt first sight very 
perplexing. One is that principle of deformity, whether hideousness, or 
mere homelinesM, which exists in the animal world ; and the other, (if the 
word be used with due soberness) is the ludicrous.-lt is obvious to apply 

VOL, IV, 2 L 
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" it is ,·ery obvious," he cuntinm·s, " hut still may require distinct 
acknowledgment, that the view here taken of the primitive mfracles 
ii, applicable in defence of those of the mediteVal period also." p. ccxiv. 

Was I wrong in anticipating that ere long we should have to discuss 
grnxely the freaks of one of the most modern, and most coquettish of 
all i,aints,-St. Philumena? No, reader! for I have to place on record 
the greatest Ecclesiastical miracle ever known, a miracle of our own 
days, now brought to light, and, not without a purpose, by the new 
School of O:i,;:ford. 

I. The great French army in Russia, destroyed by the Pope! 

" This last deed exhausted the patience of the Holy Father, and he ex­
communicated the Emperor. Amidst the astounding events which follow 
one another with lightning speed in the history of Napoleon, this little act 
of the Pope's is almost imperceptible, but who knows what unseen powers 
fought with England aga~nst him whom the church had condemned ? With 
all his indifference, Napoleon showed great uneasiness when he heard the 
news: he however assumed a lofty tone,-" Doell the Pope think,'' says 
he, that the arms will " fall from the hands of my soldiers ?" Could he 
ha,·e looked forward a few years, he would have seen that this was pre­
cisely what did happen to him;-the numbed fingers of his soldiers 
refused to bear their arms in the celebrated Russian campaign." No. 64, 
p. 295. 

2. The Pope's Supremacy. 
" Archbishop Bramhall admits the expression that " the Pope omni prm­

sidet creaturm, is above every creature ;" and " that the Bishop of Rome 
as successor of St. Peter is principium u11itatis, the beginning of unity, and 
hath a principality of order above _all Christianf. To which primacy of 
order," he adds, "great priflileges are due.t It implieth a headship as well 
as supremacy of order ; neithe~ is it destitute of all power." p. 352. 

3. The Invocation of Saints, and of the Virgin as of God. 

" Thorndike's view is systematic as usual : " I will distinguish three 
sorts of prayers to saints, whether taught or allowed to be taught io the 
Church of Rome.-Tbe third is where they desire immediately of them 
the same blessiogs which all Christians desire of God. There is a P&alter 
to be seen with the name of God changed every where into the name 

what bas been said to the case of the miracles of the Church, as compa,·ed 
with those of Scripture. There is far greater difference between theappeal'auce 
of a horse or an eagle and a monkey, or a lion and a mouse, as they meet our 
eye, than between the most august of the Divine manifestations in Scl'ip­
ture and the meanest and most fanciful of those legends, which we are 
accustomed without further examination to cast aside.•• pp. xlvii. to xlix. 

We have fair warning therefore to look for no lions or eagles in Mr. 
Newman·s collection, but for monkeys, musquitos and mice,-for the mean, 
the deformed, and the ludicrous. That a Christian divine should invent 
and publish such contemptible trash,-that he should venture on such 
grounds to ascribe to his God the senseless aod disgusting prodigies, the 
immoral cheats and trickeries, the fables aud impostures recorded in 
monkish annals, is degrading to himself, and doubly degrading to the party, 
11mong whom be is a champion and a leader. 

t The Jtalics in this and the following extracts are every where those 
of the British CT'itic. A few brief selections are all that I have room for: 
there is much more of the same sort. 
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of' the blessed virgin. Tlierc is a book of devotion in French with thi~ 
tille-Moyen de bic" servir, prier et adorer Ill Vierye 1Warie. - Of' the 
thir<l he s11ys that "taking them at tit~ foul of the let/er,'' they are 
mere i<lolatrie8 ; but that " the words of them a,·e capable ~f the same 
limitation that Lhe words of onr Lord are, " they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations,"-God shall <lo it in consider1Jtion of them,-and 
that there is ground enougli for such ll construction even in the beli~f of 
one God alone, wliich stands at the lie11d of their creed, which we have no 
reason to believe tlie C!iurch allows them to renounce, when she allows them 
to make these prayers." p. 356. 

4. Reverence due to Relics, Src. of the Marf!JTS. 

Thorndike again! " Reverence in preserving the remains of their bodies, 
and burying them, celebrating the remembrance of their agonies every 
year, assembling themselves at their monuments, making the <lays of their 
deaths festivals, burying their remains under the stones upon which the 
Eucharist was celebrated-what was all this but Christianity .," p. 357. 

5. Image worship and the Second Council of Nice. 
The invaluable Thorndike again! " That the decree* of the Council 

enjoins no idolatry, notwithstanding wliatsoe•Jer prejudice to the contrary, 
I must maintain as unquestionable." p. 357. • 

6. Purgatory, and Indulgences. 
" The doctrine of Purgatory meets with the same considerate treatment. 

Bishop Forbes does not scruple even at the opinion of the Archbishop of 
Spalato-" that there is a certain place assigned to the souls of tbe depart­
ed, in which they are able to obtain (indulgentiam peccatorum) a mitiga­
tion of the penalties of sin, through the prayers of the Church.'' Modest 
Considerations, p. 265, quoted p. 358. 

7. The Sacrific~ of the Mass. 
" On the Sacrifice of the Mass, Bramhall thinks there is " no difference 

between the Churclies, if rightly understood." p. 358. 

8. Transubstantiation. 
"Transubstantiation, Bishop Forbes pronounces, by no means " un impi­

ous or hereticat supposition, but believed by many of the faithful from the 
ea1·liest times." No man denieth a change, an alteration, a transmutation, 
a trans-elementation, says Montague," p. 359. 

9. Adoration of the Eucharist. 
" Christ in the Eucharist," says Forbes, quoting the Archbishop of 

Spalato, " is to be adored with. divine worship, in as much as bis living 
and glorified body is present therein." p, 360. 

10. The Sign of the Cross, and its miraculous potoe1·s. 
" By the sign of the cross," says Bishop Montague, quoting the words 

of Athanasius, " all magic spells are disappointed, sorcery and witchcraft 
cometh to nothing, all idols are abandoned and forsaken. I could tell" be 
continues, "some expe,·imental effects thereof,-some experimented effects 
of my own knowledge." pp. 382, 383. 

11. Authority of a General Council. 
" When inferior questions, not fundamental, are once defiued by a lawful 

• He means the famous decree, that the same worship should be paid to 
the image of Christ, or of a saint, as was due to him whom it represented, 
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l~C'nerNI Couneil, all C/11 i.<tinn.~, though tfi.e,IJ cmmot assent in tltefr jwlq-
111;,111s, _arc ohl(q_cd to pnssit•e obc,b'e11ce. A11d th.e,1/, who shall oppose t/1.c 
a11thont.1J_ and d,stu,·b t!,c pence of the Church, deserve to be punished 
ns He,·et,cs. Who wo11ld 1101 rat'iiei· suspect his own judgment titan a 
Ge11eral Co1111cit's ?" Bramhall quoted p. 367. 

The_ like authority will be found for virginity, voluntary poverty, 
the celibacy of the clergy, rnonasteries, and other " evangelical coun­
sels," or" cou11sels of perfection." Their adoption of" inherent righte­
ousness," and "the merit of good works," and indignant conclemnation 
of the Lutheran doctrine of justification have been already noticed. 

Nothing more can reason,.bly be desired to prove their acceptance 
of the Romish theology, and their wil\ingness to enter again into her 
communion; neither do they hesitate to say so. 

12. Union with Rome. 

"We are uot surprised (s11y they p. 365,)nfter these views to hear Bramhall 
expressing his willingness to unite with the Church of Rome, as she was; 
not requiring any change of doctl'i'ne in her, but only a certain liberty to 
other churches." 

Here Rome, a.< she was, means, as appears from the context, Rome in 
the 13th century, immediately after the establishment of the inquisition, 
the extermination of the Albigenses, and the surrender of the crown. 
of England by King John to the Pope's Legate. Once more, of her 
later creeds. 

13. The Tridentine theology cannot be disproved. 
"Rome (says the Quarterly Reviewer) has ca,·efully guarded all Jie1· 

authoritative statements, so as to secure herself some plausible defence 
against the attacks oo her formal system, while she reaps the full benefit 
of the errors which 11he privately encourages in her popular teaching." What 
is this but to say, that her formal creed is defensible, while her error is 
confined to her " popular teaching' '-the very distinction that is drawn 
io No. 90. A statement which al way~ 11dmits of a plausible defence, be­
cause it has been carefully guarded, is certainly a statement which cannot 
be disproved!" p. 309. 

The attempt to pass off such undiluted Romanism as a fair view of 
the teaching of the orthodox Anglican Church, is one of those false­
hoods which carry with them their own punishment and refutation. 
As truly, and as fairly, might the whole body of Protestants be repre­
sented by the Anabaptists of Munster. The party of Laud was but " a 
faction," few in number, and lifted to brief eminence by the favor of 
the king. The three or four divines quoted so often, Bramhall, Forbes, 
TI10rndike, and Montague, formed its forlorn hope; and such views as 
these, were not only discountenanced by Laud himself, but, as a whole, 
w<'re not held by any one of this ultra-Laudian quaternion. In this 
controversy the unanimity of the Anglican divines is astonishing. 
Taking up almost any work on the subject,-Bishop Bull for instauce, 
who is represented by the Tractarians as a divine of " the deepest 
orthodoxy," I could show in his writings every one of the points I 
have adduced, formally and unhesitatingly condemned. But my pur­
po~e at present is to make known their tenets, not to confute them. 
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Nevertheless these are the tenets (it is 8aid) of a majority of the clergv 
of the Church of England. The heresy, which some years ago could have 
heeu crushed by the mere voice of authority, or expelled, and render­
ed harmless, now stalks abroad triumpha11t. It hastens with eager 
uffcction to its " Mother's" arms, and promises to lead captive after 
its churiot wheels the rebellious Anglican Church. Her bi~hops, with 
a few honorable exceptions, " utter an uncertain suuncl :" ht'r Primate 
is claimed by the enemy*; and already they are agitating for a con­
vocation. The crisis is momentous, and it is matter for grave consider­
ation to every evangelic-al member of the English Church, what it 
behoves him to do, should these opinions prevail. 

I believe that as a party the Puseyites will achieve success; an<l that 
success will be their ruin. It will give the finishing blow to the fabric of 
Church establishments, already tottering, and,I fear, doomed to fall and 
lie prostrate, at least for a season. Engrossed with the lighting of ciln­
dles, and the shaping of vestments, and the making of reverences and 
genuflections, they will not hear every where around them hoar~e 
clamours for food: and they will not see, that if their church, by one 
false step, lose her hold on the respect or the sympathies of the nation, 
her temporalities will be seized on with delight to satisfy that terrible 
cry. We cannot indeed behold the future; but we may look back on 
the past: and history hath her plain lessons. She will tell us, from 
the pages of Clarendon, of Laud's rise to power, of his ascendancy in 
the church, of his Romish tendencies, filling the Roman Catholics 
with sanguine hope~. and giving them increased energy and factitious 
importance, for " tlteir numbers increased not, tltouglt tkeir pomp and 
boldness did:" and she will tell us, how the very success he and his 
party wished for, was their bane,-and how they fell, and the establish­
ment with them, in one common ruin. Three times Rome has exulted 
in the hope of seeing the sturdy neck of Britain again bowed to her 
yoke : but the fires and the stake of the bigot, Mary, and the great 
Armada of her more formidable husband, the armies of Charles, and 
the feline policy of James 2d, now fawning on the Dissenters, now 
letting slip his blood-hounds on his suffering people,-all failed alike. 
The storm arose dark and terrible : it was quenched in ruin and 
blood; und the star of the Reformation came forth above the rack, 
high, fair, and lustrous. 

Let the modern Romanist, hidden or avowed, choose from these 
three, the era least favorable to his hopes, and ask himself whether 
in the minds of men, or the external circumstances of the Papacy, 
there be more or less to encourage him now: then let him pause, and 
ponder the end. W. S. M. 

N. 8.-All the quotations, unless otherwise expressed, are taken 
from the British Critic, No. 64. 

"' The following allusion, with the help of the Italics, can scarcely be 
mistaken : they are speaking of Laud. 

" The nrchbishop himself did not interfere visibly, it is truf', in these 
proceedings, nor did he write and publish himself: his h!lbitual caution 
macle him always keep himself, us much as his public situation would allow, 
in the background; bllt we have seen what his chaplains did." p. 339. 
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Vlll.-Tlte Epistle of St. James. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer . 

. DEAit ~IRs,-Some dou~ts having arisen respecting the 
111terpret.at1on of that portion of the Rpistle of St. James, 
comprelwnded between the lst and 10th ve1·se of the 2d 
chapte_r, I shall feel nrn~h obliged would you kindly be at 
the pa~ns to afford some hght upon the subject in your ap­
proachmg number of the Calcutta Chl'istian Observer. 

Yours sincerely, 
A FRIEND, 

. Non:.-_We willingly inse~t this note, but should wish to know what 
1s the particular doubt or difficulty connected with the passage to which 
our " Friend'' refe:s. To us it seems very plain, although too much neg­
lectcd.-Eos. C. <.;, 0. 

REVIEW. 
T-filson on the Pars£ Religion. 

An interest ofno common kind is associated with the history 
and religious opinions of the Parsfs. Th~re is presented to us 
in every member of the Parsi community, a descendant of that 
race of men who, in former days, were the foremost in polite­
ness, civilization, and political power ;-a race who gave laws 
to the varied tribes occupying the vast territory lying between 
the Bosphorus and the lndus, and extending from the moun­
tains of Abyssinia to the plains of Independent Tartary ; a race 
who endeavoured to overwhelm,with Asiatic despotism and eas­
tern luxury, the energies of that nation, whence have sprung 
the germs of political liberty and scientific knowledge, and 
whose literature has delighted the nations of modern Europe, 
and called forth many kindred feelings in the breasts of those 
statesmen and patriots, who have laboured for the deliverance 
of man, from the oppression of his kind, and from the in­
Ruence of arbitrary and susperstitious customs and laws. We 
may be allowed to imagine, in looking back upon the stirring 
periods when Darius and Xerxes threatened the liberties of 
Greece, what must have been the state and condition of the 
world, and especially of Greece, in future ages, had the arms 
of Persia triumphed over the nations of the west. Had Greece 
fallen under Persian sway, in all probability, the wisdom of So­
crates and the philosophic energies of Plato and of Aristotle 
had never exerted their influence on the minds of men; the his­
toric beauties of Thucydides and Xenophon had never served 
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as models for the historians of future agf'R; the majestic periods 
of Demosthenes had never arrested the attention, or charmed 
the ears and captivated the understandings of the admiring 
Athenians. In all human probability, an arrest would have 
been placed upon the genius of Greece. Her free institutions 
would have sunk under the overwhelming tide of Persian des­
potism and eastern voluptuousness. What might have been the 
consequences, ultimately, to Italy and the other nations of 
Europe, it is impossible, with confidence, to assert ; yet, in all 
probability, they must have felt and suffered under the predomi­
nance of Asiatic power. Rome shone with borrowed light. Her 
historians, her orators and her poets drank deeply from the 
fountains of Greece. Had the flowing of the Grecian springs 
been arrested, the streams of civilization had not so early reached 
the plains of Latium. Nay Italy itself might soon have been 
formed into additional satrapies, in the overgrown empire of 
the Great King. A far different result has been announced to 
us by the pages of ancient story. The patriotism of the Athe­
nians and the combined energies of Greece were competent, 
under the overruling influence of Divine providence, to roll 
back upon the plains of Asia the discomfited myriads of the 
east. The freedom of Greece was secured. The power of the 
Great King was shown to have overstepped its limits. Grecian 
influence continued to prevail. Spartan bravery and skill hum­
bled the pride of Persia and showed the possibility of wound­
ing deeply, if not overthl'Owing entirely, the overgrown and 
badly compacted sovereignty of Persia. How brief, yet how 
g1·aphic the prophetic announcement of Daniel regarding the 
rise, progress and power, of the Persian sovereignty, and the 
speedy and resistless attack made upon it by the concentrated 
powe1· of Greece under the command of Alexander. 

" I lifted np mine eyes, and saw, and behold, there stood 
before the river a ram which had two horns, and the two horns 
were high; but the one was higher than the other, and the 
higher came up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, and 
northward and southward; so that no beasts (the emblem for 
kingdoms) might stand before him, neither was there any that 
could deliver out of his hand : but he did according to his will 
and became great. And as I was considering, behold a he­
goat came from the west, on the face of the whole earth, and 
touched not the gl'Ound : and the he-goat had a notable horn 
between his eyes. And he came to the ram that had two horns 
which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in 
the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto the 
ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the 
ram, and brake his two horns ; and there was no power in the 
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ram t.o st.and heforc him, but he cast him down to the ground 
a11d stamped upon him and there was none that could delive; 
the ram out of his hand. Therefore the he-goat waxed very 
great." Daniel \'iii. 3-7, 

It was appointed in the councils of t!1e Eternal, and foretold 
in ancient times, not only that the Persian power should arise, 
and under Cyrus be efficacious in executing the purposes of 
God. witl1 reference to his chosen people Israel ; but, as we 
readily perceive in the quotation from Daniel, conside1·ed in 
connection with its explanation, contained in the same chapter, 
it was also ordained and predicted that when the Persian power 
had continued for its appointed time, a new dominion should 
arise before whose assault the Persian ram should not be able to 
stand. Thus was the Persian influence in the west to be re­
strained, and, for a time, the supremacy exercised by that power 
was to be annulled. ". e cannot pretend to assign distinct reasons 
for a revolution of such extent and importance as the utter over­
throw of an empire, which we know, from the prophetic pages 
of Isaiah, to have been built up by the exp1·ess appointment of 
Almighty God, to serve the ends of his wise and holy purposes, 
especially towards Israel. But this much we may be allowed 
to say,-Cyrus and his immediate successors had very great 
and precious pridleges-very important advantages,-of which 
had they availed themselves there should have been established, 
throughout the Persian dominions, the worship and the service 
of the true God, the God of Israel, whose undisputed right, to 
the devotion and attachment of his creatu1·es, had been niani­
fested, not only in the wondrous history of the people of Judah, 
with which the Persians of Daniel's time must have been well 
acquainted, but by the wonders and miracles of Da11iel's owu 
history, and the clear fulfilment of prophecy, in the restora­
tion of the captives of Judah, after the completion of the 
seventy years specified by Jeremiah. Does it not seem, as if the 
kings and princes and nobles of Persia had been wilfully and 
presumptuously opposed to the influences and operation of 
true religion? The opinious and doctrines of Zartusht, called 
by the Greeks Zoroaster, were the standards of ancient Persian 
as well as of modern Parsi belief in matters of religion. These 
opiniorn,, as we shall endeavour to show in the sequel, are alto­
gether at variance with the doctrines of true aud undefiled reli­
gion, with the worship and service of the only true and living 
God. Yet the religious history of the e111pire which fell before 
the conquering career of Alexauder, announces to us the 
lamentable and astounding fact that the truths declared by 
Daniel and others. and exhibited in their lives and conversa­
tiom, and the cle~r manifestations of a righteous, a merciful 
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and overruling providence exhibited in the history of the Jews, 
were not sufficient to guard the minds of the people of Persia 
against the delusions of one whom we believe to have been a 
cunning and ambitious impostor. 

It is impossible to fix the e1·a of Zartusht, alias Zoroaster. 
Fo1·, so varied are the opinions of the various authors who 
allude to him, that we must either suppose that there have been 
many of that name, or that those who allude to him, have each 
assigned to him an era most accordant with their own indivi­
dual caprice, without any regard to ascertained or ascertainable 
fact. Some place him 5000 years before the Trojar. war, and 
others only 500, some affirm that he lived 6000 years before the 
death of Plato, others regard him as a contemporary of Ninus, 
and others confound him with Abraham. The Parsi writings, 
however, make him a contemporary of king Gushtasp, whom 
our author identifies with Darius Hystaspes. It appears to us, 
however, not unlikely that Gushtasp, who is represented as 
being sovereign of Balk, was none other than Hystaspes him­
self, who probably was contemporary with Cyrus the founder 
of the empire. This supposition would lead us to the conclu­
sion that at least one Zartusht was a contemporary of him, who 
is announced in the prophetic volume, many years before his 
birth, in these distinct words. 

" Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will 
loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two-leaved 
gates ; and the gates shall not be shut. I will go before thee 
and make the crooked places straight : I will break in pieces 
the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron. And I 
will gh·e thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of 
secret places, that thou mayest know, that I the Lord, which 
call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my 
servant's sake, and Isrnel mine elect, I have even called thee 
by thy name, though thou hast not known me."-lsaiah xlv. 
l-4. 

If such was really the case-if the founder of the Parsi reli­
gion was engaged in propounding to Gushtasp, P1·ince of Balk, 
or Bactria, the peculiar doctrines of the Parsi faith, at the 
very time during which the overruling providence of the Most 
High was accomplishing, for His se1·vant Jacob's sake, the 
striking prophecy of Isaiah, then there is a significancy in the 
remaining verses of the chapter which we should not otherwise 
so clearly and forcibly perceive. It is evident that the prophet 
is either alluding to religious errors kno,vn as, even in his 
time, existing in the region over which Cyrns was about to 
bear sway, or that, in announcing, by name, the conqueror of 
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Babylon and the surrounding kingdoms, he is prophetically spe­
cif);ng the religious errors about to be introduced during the 
reign of Cyrns into Media and Persia, in order to contrnst 
these with the orthodox creed of those whose God is Jehovah. 

Verse 5. I am the Lord and there is none else, THERE 1s NO 
GoD BESIDES ME. 

V. 7. I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace 
and create edl. I the Lord du all these things. 

21. "'ho hath declared this from ancient time? ,vho hath 
told it from that time ? have not I the Lord ? and there is no 
God else beside me ; a just God and a Saviom; there is none 
else besides me. 

2'.2. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth; for I AM Gon AND THERE IS NON•~ ELSE. 

Jehovah the God of Israel here asserts his character, his 
supremacy, his fore-knowledge, his incommunicable greatness. 
The objects of de,·out religious worship among the followers of 
Zartusht, are here set forth, as the creatures of Jehovah. The 
whole fabric of their religion, therefore, must be regarded as a 
pile reared upon a false basis ; as a system that cannot bear 
the scrutiny of a close investigation. Any, who should listen 
either to the first propounder of the Parsi creed, or to one 
who was only attempting to exhibit, in clearer colouring, 
what the ancient faith of Persia really was,-any who should 
receive and cherish the dogmas of Zoroaster regarding the 
good and evil principles, in preference to the sublime doctrine 
of Jehovah, the only true and living God, should incur a fear­
ful responsibility,-the responsibility of hadng on the one hand 
rejected that which, in every clause, commends itself to the 
reason and conscience; and of having, on the other hand, 
embraced views neither supported by an authentic genuine 
record, nor in themselves accordant with reason and fact. 

Let us for a moment consider the case as regards Persia. 
We have no reason to doubt that Cyrus became acquainted 
with the prophetic record of the Jews; and if so, he could not 
but be struck with the clear exhibition of his own elevation 
from the rank of a secondary p1·ince, to the power and influ­
ence of the greatest sovereign among the children of men. 
That his career should be specified among the records of a fallen 
nation ; that his progress as a conqueror should be set forth 
accompanied with the distinct announcement, that his success 
was to be the result of the pre-ordained purposes of the Omni­
scient ruler of the universe ; that the facts of his personal his­
tory should so exactly tally with the strains of the Jewish pro­
phet's record, could not fail, on the supposition that the record 
was made known to him, to attract his attention and excite 
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his wonder. It might well appear to him a conclusive argu­
ment in favour of the Divine inspiration of Isaiah. It might 
well call forth his attention to the further disclosures which 
the same record contains concerning the purity, supremacy, 
wisdom and majesty of the God of Jacob, as contrasted with 
the false deities of the Heathen,-concerning the universal pre­
valence of the worship and service of the Creator of all things, 
as contrasted with the divine honours paid to derivative and 
dependent beings. But, whatever the natural means were by 
which he arrived at the knowledge of the true God, we know 
that not only he, but several of the kings who succeeded him, 
continued in public proclamations to recognize, as worthy of all 
praise, the Lord God of heaven, and to confess the Lord God of 
Israel, to be THE GOD, the God of heaven. It is equally well 
known that, notwithstanding the light which shone in upon the 
land of Chaldea, and afterwards upon the land of Persia, with re­
ference to the true and only object of worship,ar.d notwithstand­
ing the acknowledgment by the kings, for a time, in their pub­
lic proclamations, of the Lord God of Israel, no steps were taken 
to disseminate the truth, and to give it a permanent resting 
place among the people of the land. On one occasion, indeed, 
we find that a decree was made by Darius the Median, enjoin­
ing" That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel; for he is the living God, and sted­
fast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroy­
ed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end: He deliver­
eth and rescueth, and He worketh signs and wonders in heaven 
and in earth, who bath delivered Daniel from the power of the 
lions." But this proclamation might be regarded by those 
among whom it was promulgated, more in the light of an arbi­
trary announcement with reference to a favoured foreigner, than 
in the light of an earnest appeal on the behalf of true religion 
and rational worship. Facts constrain us to believe, that what­
everinfluence it exerted over the minds of men, was of the most 
evanescent character. It is, however, an official document of 
great importance, leading us to the conclusion, that the tone 
of Daniel's character, and the faithful adherence by him, 

. through good report and through bad report, in prosperity and 
in adversity, to his duty to the Lord God of his Fathers, were 
not without an influence,-nay, operated with powerful effica­
cy, upon the minds of those upon whom they were brought to 
bear. The document too is a standing witness to the truth, 
and being promulgated in every province of the Median and 
Babylonian kingdoms, it became a witness against all those, 
who in the face of a proclamation so explicit rather continued, 
without inquiry or investigation, to follow the dictates of their 
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own superstitiomi minds, than began to seek afte1· the Lord of 
Hosts who is the living God, and whose kingdom shall not be 
destroyed. The result gave evidence of the truth of the follow~ 
ing declaration in Psalm xxxn1. 10-12. 

" The Lurd bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought : 
he maketh the de,;ces of the people of none effect. The 
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his 
heart to all generations. Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the Lord ; and the people whom he bath chosen for his 
inheritance." 

lVe know that the Almighty had selected Cyrus, as the ruler 
of the Persian kingdom, to be his instrument in fulfilling his 
purposes, with reference to Babylon and the captives of Judah. 
"re know that the whole course of Cyrus, both as a man and as 
a conquering king, were foreknown, which we deem the same 
thing as that they were fore-ordained; but we do not think on 
that account that the responsibility of Cyrus as a moral agent 
was in the least interfered with. He was responsible for the 
individual nse which he made of the great advantages, which in 
the providence of God he was called upon to enjoy; and he 
was responsible as a monarch for the conduct which he mani­
fested, in reference to the nations and tribes over whom he 
was raised. And again the people among whom the proclama­
tions of Darius the Median, and Cyrus were promulgated ,vere 
called upon, by the circumstances alluded to, to turn their at­
tention to the great truths set forth in these public documents, 
In the case of the proclamation of Cyrus the recognition of the 
true and living God, and of his overruling providence, is as 
fully and distinctly set forth as in the edict of Darius the Me­
dian. Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia-" The Lord God of 
Heaven bath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
hath charged me to build him au house at Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah." (Ezra 1. 2.) Had the subsequent rulers of Persia 
and the tribes over whom they held sway, availed themselves 
of the precious advantages which, in the providence of God, 
they enjoyed ;-had they turned their thoughts from the un­
founded impostures,-which were, probably about the time of 
Cambyses or of Darius Hystaspes, beginning to gain ground 
in Persia,-to seek after the God of Daniel and of Israel, we 
have no Scriptural ground for saying that Persia might not 
have continued,for a longer period,to be first among the nations. 
But what had been exhibited in the case of Babylon, was soon 
to be manifested also in the case of Persia. " The Lord bring­
eth the counsel of the Heathen to nought, He maketh the 
devices of the people of none effect. The counsel of the Lord 
1tandeth for ever." 
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Nebuchadnezzar the mightiest of Babylon's rulers was con­
strained by the announcements of Daniel, and the wondrous 
dispensation of Divine Providence towards himself, to confess 
the kingdom of the Most High, and to proclaim to all peoples, 
nations, and languages, that dwell upon the earth his belief in 
the Most High, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion. 
But the statement of this great truth, seems, to have had no 
influence upon the minds of the succeeding kings of Babylon, 
or upon the minds of the great majority of the nation. The 
record, which discloses to us the concluding part of the last 
king of Babylon's career, contains the following statement. 
" They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of sil­
ver, of brass, of iron, of wood and of stone." In the same 
hour the doom of Belshazzar ancl his lords was announced-in a 
manner which struck terror to their hearts: "The king's 
countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him,so that 
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another." The prophet of Jehovah expounded the 
mysterious inscription, and announced, " God bath numbered 
thy kingdom and finished it ; Thou art weighed in the balances 
and found wanting : Thy kingdom is divided and given to the 
Medes and Persians." Soon was this awful doom fulfilled. The 
same overruling power, who raised up the kingdom of Babylon 
to give laws to the surrounding nations, had weighed the king­
dom and its monarch in the balances of heavenly justice, and 
found them wanting; therefore they must be cast off. They 
had been proved; the result was against them; consequently 
Cyrus, the selected servant of Jehovah for carrying out the 
ends of justice in reference to Babylon, and of mercy in refer­
ence to the captives of Judah, was elevated to the supremacy. 
Persia and her rulers had to be tried. Darius the Median and 
Cyrus too, seem to have had at least temporary impressions, if 
not. real belief, that Jehovah is indeed God. But evanescent was 
the influence that seems to have been awakened by their public 
announcement of the truth. The doctrines of Zartusht,-promul­
gated probably during the reign of Cyrus, either for the first time, 
or as the revived principles of an imposture propagated in more 
ancient times,-seems to have had far more interest connected 
with them, and to have exerted a far m'ore powerful influence 
upon the people of Persia, than the pure truths set forth in the 
Jewish Scriptures, and exemplified by the lives and conversation 
of such men as Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra the 
scribe and Nehemiah the Tirshatha. The consequence was that 
Persia too was weighed in the balances and found wanting. The 
dominion of Cyrus was far more extensive than that of Nebu­
chadnezzar : his opportunities were equally great. The distinct 
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manifestations of the "·orking of Divine Providence on his 
behalf, tended to gi,·e satisfactory evidence that the kingdoms 
and the powers of this earth were under the contronl of Jeho­
,·ah Lord of Hosts ; yet all these striking circumstances failed 
to turn the minds of men to the truth. Error ,vas emb1·aced. 
Error was practised. Falsehood occupied the pedestal of Truth; 
and proud man li,·ed, and boasted, and enjoyed himself in ut­
ter ignorance of God. The Persian empire soon exhibited 
sy-mptoms of weakness and decay. Both Darius Hystaspes 
and his son Xerxes were taught, by the humiliating lessons 
given them in Greece, that unive1·sal empire was more easily 
longed for, and imagined attainable, than really acquired. 
Marathon, Salamis, Platrea ; and, anterior to the battles fought 
at the two latter places, the devoted heroism and patriotic feel­
ing exhibited at Thermopylre, which must have awakened seri­
ous doubts and misgivings in the mind of the Great King ;-all 
of these, and any one of them individually, gave sure intima­
tion that the onward progress in conquest had reached its lim­
its. Subsequent circumstances all tend to establish the fact that, 
while Persia had reached its limits, and was indicating symp­
toms of decay, Greece was rising towards the political meridi­
an, and threateni.]lg to eclipse the splendour of her rival. No 
believing reader of scripture can contemplate these political 
elevations and depressions, without referring all of them to the 
hand of that Providence of whose grand scheme of government 
these are only fragments. Nor, can any believing reader of 
scripture, we think, hesitate to hold the opinion, that the indi­
cations of political decay manifested in a state-which, it is 
known, had been raised up for the special purpose of execut­
ing God's judgments,-are sure symptoms that the favour of 
the Almighty ki11g, and the protection of his powe1· are with­
drawn from that state and its people. But the final overthrow 
is often long delayed. In the case of Persia the overthrow was 
not immediate. More than 200 years from the era of Crrus 
elapsed, ere the Macedonian conqueror led his battalions to 
victory at Granicus, Issus and Arbela. But the sure word of 
prophecy did not fail. " The he-goat smote_ the ram and 
brake his two horns, and there was no powe1· m the ram to 
stand before him." 

Persia has again atid again recovered her independence, and 
has at various periods, subsequent to that of Alexander, mani­
fested a power to cope with the strength even of Rome, but 
never has the influence possessed by Cyrus, and Darius Hystas­
pes been regained ; and many have been the internal revolu­
tions and foreign invasions to which she has been subjected. 
Saracens, Tartars, Seljuks, and Affghans have all of them in 
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their turn preyed upon her vitals; and though still an indepen -
dent sovereignty she stands before us weakened and powerless ; 
at the mercy of whichever of the surrounding powers may 
determine to make a vigorous attack upon her. Of the vari­
ous invasions to which she has been subjected, that made by 
the Saracens is the one with which we have more immediately 
to do, on the present occasion. Under the specious pretence 
of spreading the truth and rooting out idolatry, the Saracens, in 
the caliphate of Omar invaded the Persian realm, and in A. D. 
641 subdued the kingdom. The sceptre was then held by the 
weak hand of Yezdeje1·d III.; who though he survived the 
overthrow at the battle of N ehavend, for ten years, never recov­
ered his kingdom. The usual alternative of conversion or 
tribute was, in the case of Persian :6.i·e-worshippers, changed to 
the more awful one of conversion or the sword. Those, accord­
ingly, who were opposed to the doctrines of the Koran, and 
who preferred adhering to Zoroaster to espousing the tenets of 
Mahomet, were under the necessity of withdrawing from the 
country of theh· fathers to take shelter in the Kohistan 01· 
mountainous regions, or in the great deserts of Y ezd and Kir­
man. About a century subsequently to this disastrous period, 
a considerable body of the followers of Zoroaster occupied Or­
mus, at the mouth of the Persian Gulf; but, after a residence 
of J 5 years, abandoned it and established themselves in the 
island of Diu; which, after a residence of J 9 years, was also 
abandoned, on account of its supposed unsuitableness as a 
place of abode, for a settlement on the eastern shores of 
the Gulf of Cambay, near Daman. Having obtained permis­
sion from the Hindu raja of the country to settle there, 
they proceeded to found a town called Sajan ; and, in a short 
space of time raised it to the place of some importance. They 
had various other settlements on the eastern and northern 
shores of the Gulf of Cambay. The Mahometan scourge was 
again stirred up against them, towards the end of the fifteenth 
century. Their town, Sajan, was taken and destroyed, and 
they were obliged to seek shelter once more in the moun­
tains. They withdrew to the neighbourhood of Baroda, and 
after 12 years formed their head-quarters at Bansdah, south­
east of Surat and north east of Daman. There the sacred fire 
was deposited. This was afterwards removed to Nasari, and to 
Barasal A. D. 1744 and Odipur A. D. 1751; in the latter place 
and at Nasari and Bombay, it is still preserved.* 

'l'he Pa1·sis are an enterpl'izing, industrious, and, accm·ding 
to the. judgment of the world, an intelligent people. They 
have all along shown their readiness to avail themselves of 
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the commercial advantages possessed by the locality which 
they occupied in l\T estern India. Many of them rose to opu­
lence, and notwithstanding the frequent insecurity of property 
under their Musalman as well as under theii· Hindu rulers, 
the tribe of emigrants, upon the whole, flourished both in 
numbers and in worldly prosperity. The Mahratta princes 
granted them full religious toleration, but occasionally made 
the colony feel the effects of their rapacity. The establish­
ment of British supremacy, in the west of Hindustan, has 
secured to Parsi enterprize and industry advantages never pre­
viously enjoyed. Bombay has, for about a century, been the 
chief seat of their exertions, and contains many proofs, in 
the number of wealthy Parsi citizens, of the advantages of 
diligence and induntry, on the one hand, and of equitable com­
mercial laws, and liberal institutions, on the other hand. The 
property of almost the whole island of Bombay is in theii· 
possession. The great source of Parsi wealth at Bombay is 
ship-building; but almost every branch of commercial indus­
try, and many branches of handicraft are pursued by them 
,vith eager, plodding, persevering and intelligent industry. 

'\Vhen Dr. Wilson commenced his Missionary labours at 
Bombay, in 1829, perceiving that a large body of the indus­
trious community at Bombay was of the Zoroastrian persua­
sion, he judged it well to avail himself of the means afforded 
to make himself acquainted with their religious principles, con­
sidering that the Parsi portion of the varied community of Bom­
bay were "well entitled to a large share of the evangelistic efforts 
which are being made for the instruction and conversion of the 
natives of India." Circumstances soon brought him into colli­
sion lvith them, and he did not avoid a controversy which 
several of the Parsi community seemed desirous of agitating. 
This was the commencement of that paper-war which has 
been raging at Bombay on the subject of the Zoroastrian tenets, 
with occasional intervals, for about eleven years. In the mid­
dle of 1831, the controversy commenced with an account, 
given by Dr. Wilson, in the Bombay Oriental Christian Spec­
tator, of some of the Parsi'. books, and the doctrines which 
they propound. This called forth from the Parsi community 
several replies. With characteristic zeal and readiness, Dr. 
'\\'Uson was at his post, and, with calmness, exposed error and 
unfolded the truth. An account of the early part of the con­
troversy is given in the first chapter of the volume now before 
us : and it is not unedifying to behold the quibbles and sub­
terfuges to which the supporters of Zoroaster and his doctrines 
sometimes have recourse. The opponent who became " the 
principal defendant of the Parsi religion," was one of that 
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co1111111111ity who assumed the nomme de guerre of "Nauro1, 
Gooscquill," and, availing himself of the wonderful liberality of 
another of his tribe, who volunteered to print and publish 
gratuitously whatevc1· might be written on either side of the 
contrnven,y, put forth a lucubration of which, although a flimsy 
show of liberality is occasionally exhibited, the chief import is, 
-that no one can obtain salvation through Jesus Christ, and 
that whateve1· may be the case with other religions, certainly 
" the way to paradise was shown to us by our true prophet 
Zartnsht ;" and that most assuredly no Parsi can hy any effort 
of Missionary zeal eve1· be converted to the faith of the gospel. 
With compassionating arrogance the writer very coolly says, 
" Sit down quietly; 110 Parsi will ever become a Christian. 
By embraci11g- your religion no one will get to paradise," to 
these are added some taunts regarding the ignorance of persons 
living in Christian cumitries, united with the suggestion ;­
"It becomes you to go back to Scotla11cl and America, and after 
having made Protestants of a number of your own people, tu 
come and make Christians of the Parsis." The production, 
with the assumed air of prnceeding from one who feels quite 
at ease regarding the result of the controversy, manifested 
neither liberality, information nor argument. As an oppor­
tunity was a/forded by the impartial and disinterested offer of 
Naumzji Mohed Darabji to p1·int and circulate at his own ex­
pense, what communication on eithe1· side of the question 
might be intrusted to him, Dr. ·Wilson replied at some length ; 
in his answer he charges the Pa1·si religion with bei11g devoid 
of any evidence whatever of its divine origin. He sets clearly 
forth the excellencies of the Christian religion, and the nature 
of, and agent in, true conversion. The following are specimens 
of our author's argumentative style :-

" It is true that you declare that the way to paradise was shown to you 
by Zanusht. You say that he himself ascended up thither, a11d returned. 
Before venturing your faith on this suhjeet, however, many inquiries should 
be made by you. You should particularly S<'t-k to know what evidence he 
gave that he had ever left the earth, or was brought into dose communion 
with God. You should ask whetlll'r his narrative is consistent with itself 
and facts which have really oecurred. It is manit,·st to me that he gave no 
proof of his divine mission; and it is clear tltat his sentiments are errone­
ous. lie said that he went up into heaven that he might be instruct~d b_y 
God; that he held the verr conversation with Horn1azd whi,h is to be 
found in the Avast a; that llormazd i11formrd him that the whole of this 
Ava~ta should be the guide or the faith of mankind till the end of the 
world; and that it is distinguished by e,·ery exceil£"11ee. If this hi• narra­
tive, which is to be found in sc,·en,I passages uf the books which ~·olJ 
esteem true, be ccnrect, it is impossible to account for the los• of by far the 
greater part ol'thc Avasla, and for 1he abs11rdities with which the portion~ 
which remain are tilled. Can you for a moment beli,1,·e, that that gre,,t 
Being, who is from eternity, and to whom Zoroaster giv£"s the name ol 
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Zaruana, is altogether unmindfu1 of the conccl'lls of the universe? Can you 
bdie,·c that he would sanction the worship of tho3e who are derived from him 
and who Krc inferior to him, and permit thr.111 to engross all the reverence, and 
gratitude, and service, of men? Would God ever recommend the worship of 
inanimate objc-cts? \'Vould he ever give such trifling orders as are to be 
found in the Avasta? \1\'ould he speak of his being afraid of Ahrim1tn, the 
prince of devils? \11' ould he e,·er teach that men can sin when they please, 
and themselves remove the sin which they commit by the works of their 
own hands, or by a few insignificant ceremonies P Would he ever seek to 
amuse mankind by silly and childish descriptions of birds and dogs? 
Would he ever give false accounts of the rivers and plants oft.he earth? 
Consider these questions, and if you are guided by candour, and the love of 
truth, you will assuredly acknowledge, that the Avasta cannot claim God a!i 
its author. .. • ,. 

"l'he work of conversion, I readily allow, is exceedingly difficult. It is 
the work of God ; and it transcends the power of man. J t is difficult, as 
you yourself remark, to make a crooked tree straight, and 'men in matters 
of religion,' if left to themselves, ' retain the understanding of children.' 
Truth, however, by the grace of God will ultimately prevail. He who form­
ed the human soul can mould it after his own will. By bis Holy Spirit, 
he can lead it to desire salvation, and to love holiness. In the case even 
of professing Christians, a change of the heart is necessary. This is a sub­
ject to 'l\·hich, perhaps, you may not have hitherto adverted. 

" You speak contemptuously of the persons who have been admitted into 
the Christian Church in this part of India. Though they have generally 
had a respectable station in society, and though some of them have been 
distinguished for their learning, you have not hesitated to speak of them as 
Kulis. I must tell you, however, that even though they were the poore~t 
and vilest of the earth, l should certainly greatly rejoice over their conver­
sion. The soul of a beggar is as precious as that of a kiug on his throne. 
It is immortal; and it will be judged according to the state in which it is 
found at death. According to the doctrine of the Bible, it will either 
ascend into hea~en, to behold the glory of God, and to engage in his service; 
or sink into hell, to suffer the punishment of its transgressions. 

" J t is melancholy to think bow people deceive themselves, and suffer 
themselves to be deceived, respecting the means of salvation. On this 
most important subject, they very seldom make the slightest inquiry. They 
become the prey of superstition in millions. ThE'y rt·&t their faith 011 the 
declaration oftrifting books, without ever submitting their claims to reason. 
They seldom think of the connection which exists bE'tween the end and the 
means by which it is to be obtained. They are like the fools, who think 
that they can secure the return of light after an eclipse, by taking a dose 
of medicine. You think, perhaps, that you are much wiser than most of 
them; for you say that whatever be a man's religion, he will go to heaven, 
prol'ided ho, 'retain power over his anger,' 'keep his body undefiled from 
1111 things,' and 'abstain from telling lies.' But you must not be olfencled 
at me, when I tell you that you are overlooking the great extent of the 
duty of man, the high and unbending authority and holiness of God, and 
the very nature of salvation. The commandments of God are exceeding 
broad. He requires not only purity of the body, but purity of the 8oul. 
He requires not only the suLduement of anger, and the abstaining from 
te:lling lies, Lut 11011-indulgencP- in any kind, or <ll"gree of evil, and the con­
stant practice of all that i11 good. He commands men to love him with the 
whole &oul, and strength, and mincl. Siu is committed whenever bis prC'­
cc,pts ~.re violated. All men arc trauogrcssors, and even in their Lest estate 
in this world, they daily sin ag;,.iu~t their l\lakcr. They must he pardoned 
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before they cnn be eave<l; an<l, when God par<lons them, he must evince 
that he is just nn<l pure as well aR merciful. Unless he shows that he hates 
sin, nn<l that. it is an evil of the greatest magnitude, he will himself appear 
as the approver of sin. It is this consi<leration which <leclares the V"llne, 
an<l points out the glory, of the Christian religion, which shows hoth the 
righteousness nn<l the compas3ion of God. Christ Jesus, in the exercise of 
his infinite love, suffere<l in the room of sinners; and His righteousness will 
be availuble for all who will ask it, an<l receive it. Since your own righte­
ousness has been forfcitc<l by your sins; you ou~ht, without delay, but with 
the greatest humility an<l earnestness, to betake yourself to the search of a 
righteousness which God will accept, an<l for the sake of which he will blot 
out the sins which you have committed, prepare you for entering into 
heaven, and confer upon you un~peakable and eternal glory. I pray that 
you, and many of your countrymen, may act in this manner. It is not to 
wound your feelings merely that I have addressed you, and that I have 
spoken the truth concerning your religion. In truth, when spoken in a 
right manner, and on a proper occasion, there is no abuse. As there can 
be only one true religion, it follows that all others are false." 

Our author's opponent gave no immediate reply to the pam­
phlet containing the above quotations. In the mean time he 
found something else to do. In his first letter, he impugned 
the authority of the Bandeshne, or book exhibiting the Parsi 
notions of cosmogeny. He was challenged to give his reasons, 
by a learned brother who had translated the book into Guza­
rati. His answer to the challenge astonished the Parsi commu­
nity, and the learned Dastur, who summoned forth this Parsi 
impugner of Parsi opinions, remained for two years silent; and 
when this long silence is at length broken, it is but to show, 
that the responsibility of the absurd dogmas of the Bandeshne 
lies at the door of the Zand Avasta itself,-the holy and 
inspired word delive1·ed from heaven to Zartusht. 

In the mean time Dr. Wilson found another opponent in 
" Monitor," whose performance is chiefly made up of objec­
tions to the Divinity of Cln-ist, and of taunts, in reference to the 
small number an<l humble state of the converts to Christianitr, 
-and in reference to the existence of so many sects in the Pr;,_ 
testant Church. In a reply which soon followed Monitor's 
assault, om autho1· rebuts his sneers, vindicates the divinity of 
his Lord, and appeals to the Bible as the ultimate rnle of faith 
and practice. 

Before the close of the year "Goosequill" again appeared 
in the field, and called forth a reply from Dr. Wilson, in six­
teen chapters in which he attacked chiefly the Vandidcid 
Sade, showing it to he utterly devoid of authority as a basis 
of religious faith. rrhe chargrs made against the Vandidad were 
aftenvards collected t.oget.he1· in a lecture delivered on the 19th 
and 26th of J unc 1833, before an audience of Nati\'es nnd 
Emopeans. The heads of objection to the Vandidad are us 
follow-

2 N 2 
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I. Ther<' nrc no proof's of its :rnthenticit.1•, p;em1inene~~. m· crc,libililr. 
2. The \'Rrnlidad Sadt' is \'f'I"\" dcfeC'li\'C "" a rnlc of faith. ' 
:l. The V1111clidlid robs (~ml .;r all his glor,1•, inasmuch as it 1•p111·csenl" 

the snprf'me God as inRcti,·e. as disrf'~ardful of lhe concerns of lhe uni\'ersf', 
ancl ns hal"ine surrcndt-rrd thr administration of aff'airn to llnrmazd. 

4. The ''andid,ul gil'es a highly irrational accou,1t of the origin am! 
operations of natural p;ood nnd el'il. 

5. The Vandidlid teaches and recognizes the deification of the elemenls, 
and othrr inanimate objects. 

G. The Vandidad gh·es an crron<'ous view of the natural state of man. 
i. The Vandidad contains gross scientific blunders. 
8. The Vandidad prescribes an imn,ense numbn of absurd ceremonies. 
9. The Vandidad ascribes an absurd power, or influence, to the cere­

monif's whi,·h it recommends. 
l 0. The Vandid:\.d represents ceremonial observauces, ns more important 

than moral observances. 
11. The Vandirlad contains some passages directly opposed to morality. 
12. The Vandidad does not propose a reasonable sclu,me of salvation. 
13. The Vandidad does not give a becoming account of the future slate. 

This lecture on the Vandidad was preceded by a cou1·se of 
lectures on natural and revealed religion, and followed up by a 
continued course of lectures on the evidences and doctrines of 
Christianity. So that our indefatigable author, not only la­
boured to expose and pull down systems of error, but also to 
build up the truth. 

The lecture did not pass at the time, without being subjected 
to various remarks and criticisms, and gave rise to those elabor­
ate productions, in reply to which our indefatigable author 
has, while labouring under great bodily depression, sent forth 
the triumphant refutation exhibited in the present volume. 
The remarks and criticisms of the newspapers were shown to 
be futile at the time ; and various sinister attacks and objec­
tions alleged against the Bible were repelled. To some of 
these points vre shall recur in the sequel. At present we con­
tinue our sketch of the progress of the controversy. Most 
interesting occurrences took place in the interval between Dr. 
"Wilson's lectures and the appearances of the treatises which 
subsequently appeared in defence of Zoroaster and his tenets, 
Towards the close of 1835, the author was enabled, in accord­
ance with the views of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland,to open an Institution in Bombay similar to that open­
ed fi\·e years previously in Calcutta by Dr. Duff. It was most 
gratifying to our author to find, that, although he had distin­
guished himself during a period of four years p1·eviously, in 
l rom time to time aiming blows at the very foundation of the 
Parsi faith, his classes in the general Assembly's Institution 
were crowded with young Parsis to all appearance eagerly 
thirsting for the souud instructions in literature, science, and 
theology which were offered to their acceptance in the Mission-
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nry institution condudt>d by the man who l1ad shakt>11 the author­
ity of the Vallllidad S{ule itself, impugning it!! tit.le to he reg-,ll'(l­
ed as a divinrly inspired prml11ctio11. There was not, there 
coul<l not he, in the circumstances, any attempt to conceal 
from the community of Pars1s, or from the public in general, 
at Bombay, the trne nature of the General As!!embly's lm1titu­
tio11, or the daily Christian instruction communicated to its pu­
pils. By the dailybusinessofthe lnstitntion,by printed notices of 
the annual examination~, in public a<ldresses, and by the whole 
tone and character of the Institution, as a seminary of educa­
tion, was it fully announced, and forced upon the public, what 
its 1·eal nature was. The influence of the instructions commu­
nicated in that excellent seminary, by our learned author and hi!! 
able coadjutors soon made deep impressions 011 the minds of 
many ingenuous young Parsi's. The blessed result of these 
impressions, in the conversion and baptism of Dhanjibhai 
Nauroji, and of Hormazdji Pestanji; and the subsequeut com­
motion among the whole Parsi community ;-the writ of Habeas 
Corpus se1·ved upon Dr. Wilson, in May 1839 ;-the legal pro­
ceedings and the impol"tant decision which on that occasion the 
Chief Justice, Sir John Awdry pronounced; and the "libel­
lous document," since designated the Anti-Conversion-Memo­
rial which the 2115 friends of illiberality and intolerance pre­
sented, in the end of 1839 to the Government of Bombay ;­
all these must be fresh in the recollection of our readers. We 
do not mean to allude to them furthe1· on the present occasion, 
than to say that we rejoice in the replies made, to such a docu­
ment, both by the Go~·ernor in Council at Bombay, and by the 
Governor General in Council. The answers of Government 
were much more mild than in the circumstances of the case 
they ought, we think, to have been. They were howe,·er <lecid­
ed; and on that account we do not quarrel with them, especi­
ally when it is conside1·ed that the feelings of the memorialists 
were both excited by religious enthusiasm, and irritated by 
disappointed effm·ts to bring thei1· intolerance into operation. 

The result of the various occUl"rences, to which we have 
alluded, has, on the whole, been favourable to the cause of 
truth : our author alludes to it in the following passage :-

But, what, it may be now asked, has hecn the result of all the agitation 
which some inconsideratfl persons ham contrived to excite in connection 
with the conversion of the Parsi youth ? Ilas it served to confirm the 
Zoroastrians in the faith of their fathers? Has it put an end to all farther 
religious inquiry? The l'ery opposite effects have been its consequence. 
The 1mreasonableness of the proceedings adopted, hus generated the 
suspicion that there is no truth in reserve to stand on its own basis ? 
Curiosity has been widely excited and is anxi,1nsly prosP.cnting research. 
The communications on the co111parati\'c merits of Zoroastrianism and 
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Christianity, which have from time to time issued from the pres~, have been 
eagerly perused. Co1wic1ions of the feebleness of tl,e one system, and the 
sln•ngrh of the other, arc not uncommon. llence, the alarm of those who 
are not prepared to allow truth to take its course, and its great author 
the FNther of lights, to be glorilied, and immortal souls to be saved. llence' 
the belief of some, inordinately attached to Parslism, that thev can contri~ 
bute to support its cause. llcnce, the controversinl works ,;hich I now 
undertake to answer, the products of an advocate hired by the Parsi 
J'anchayat, and individuals occupying the highest place of its priesthood, 
:rnd others of a more obscure standing. Dosabhai, who lirst appeared 011 

the arena, concludes his work by saying that he has " toiled a whole year" 
at it, in consequence of an order which he received from the shets of the 
Panchayat, and other great men, to render ta zi the good faith, and to answer 
Dr. Wilson." Eda! Daru, * says, that he writes for the purpose of showing 
the Mazdayasnis the foundations of their own faith, and assisting them in 
their contrO\·ersies with the Jud-din, or Gentiles. Aspaudiarji, whose 
book appeared in the end of November last, seems to express his gratifica­
tion with the inquiry which is proceeding in the community of which he is 
a membrr. He says, " 1 have peculiar satisfaction to notice that the 
pamphlet referred to [the lecture on the Vandidad] has within the last few 
months, created some sensation among the Parsis, and furnished them with 
many topics for discussion."t 

I cannot but tender my sincere congratulations, in these circumstances, 
to the members of the respected Parsi community. They are in a situation 
different from that of many of the other tribes in this great country, who 
are not only involved in error, but altogether unconscious of their situation, 
and without any attempt being made to arouse them to consideration. Let 
them do justice to lhe call for thorough inquiry, and devout reflection, which 
has been providentially addressed to them. It is certainly their duty, as it 
is the duty of all men to know what God reveals as religion, and requires to 
be practised as religion. Ignorance of the Divine Being who created us, 
who confers upon us our intelligence, and all our possessions and enjoyments, 
and who continually supports and upholds us, and to whom we are responsi­
ble for all that we have received and are capable of doing and imparting, is 
in the highest degree dishonorable, detrimental, and dangerous. God has 
cr-eated us, expressly that we may know, love, serve, and enjoy him ; and 
when we fail to learn who and what he is, and what he requires of us, we 
must be considered as neglectful of the gmnd end of our exislence, as 
unrrrateful for the benelits which we have received, as opposed to the go­
ve.='nmeut of God, and as unmindful of our own best interests. Our conduct 
can in no degree be excused; and in the \"iew of it, we must consider oul'­
selves as the enemies of God, whom he will visit for neglect and indifference. 
1 beg permission ?f my friends directly to addl'e_ss to them .a few ~ouns~ls 
on this subJcct, dictated by my own earnest desires for their happrncss 111 

time aod eternity. 

The counsels regarding the proper spirit in which religious 
inquiry ought to be conducted are valuable, and ought to be 
read with attention by all lovers of the truth. 

After alluding to the asperity of language which predomi­
nates in the treatises of the defenders of Parsrism and the dis­
ingenuous and abortive attempt made to blast the characters 
of the Parsi converts ;-Dosabhai's quotations from Voltaire; 

" Preface to the ?lfoujazat-i-Zartusht. t Iladl-i Gum-Rahfrn, P• 2. 
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his reference to the practices of the Jesuits ; and his blaming 
the converts for not being able to perform miracles; and remark­
ing upon these irrelevant observations, in the proper 11pirit; our 
author proceeds to the formal and direct refutation of the trea­
tises of his opponents, arranging his matter under the follow­
ing genernl heads. 

It is my intention, with as much regard to order and system as the want 
of arrangement in some of the works to which I reply will admit, to take a 
calm and impartial review of the whole of the essential principles of the 
Parsi religion, and to compare them, when necessary, with those of the 
Christian faith. My observations will be directed, amongst other matters, 
to the following subjects :-

1. The Parsi notions of the Godhead, and the relations of Zaruana­
Akarana, and Hormazd. 

II. The doctrine of the Two Principles, Hormazd and Ahriman. 
111. The worship of the Elements, and of the Amshaspands and Izads, 

who are said to preside over them and the other works of nature. 
IV. The general Polytheism of the Parsis. 
V. The Historical, Doctrinal, Ceremonial, and Moral Discoveries and 

Institutes of Zoroaster, as contained in the Vendidad. 
VI. The Parsi notions of the Responsibility, Depravity; and Guilt of 

Man, and the means of his Salvation. 
V. The alleged Mission of Zoroaster. 
As I proceed, I shall uniformly state the authorities on which my remarks 

are founded. Should I find at the end of the course which I have laid 
do~n for myself, that I have failed to notice any parts of the publications 
of my opponents deserving of the least attention, I shall refer to them in 
the Appendix (C.) 

lt appears to us that our author has accomplished his work in 
a mas terly style. Greater time, and more favourable circum­
stances might have enabled him to present his work to the 
public in a more condensed and terse form and style; but, upon 
the whole, we do not descry much which we should like to ha\'C 
missed from the volume. There is abundant proof of Dr. 
Wilson's varied talent, and extensive learning. And as we feel 
that justice can scarcely be done to his argument in our pre­
sent contribution, we beg to postpone our further remarks 
upon it till next number of our periodical. In the mean time 
we sti-ongly recommend Dr. Wilson's book to the attention of 
all who are, in any way, intet·ested in the literature, antiquities, 
and religious improvement of theit- fellow-men. 

(To be continued.) 
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:ffliasion,u·p anb 31\tligioui fnttlli!ltnct. 

1.-MovEMF:NTS IN THII NATIVE COMMUNITY, 
Tl!ere has of late been a ripple on the surface of Native society. Weekly 

mcetrn~s. have ~ecn held at the B~lakhana Dispensary for the discussion of 
the political grievances of the Natives; a public mcetin<> has been held in 
the Town Hall for the purpose of thanking Mr. Sulliva~ for his services in 
the cause of the Nati,·e8 of India, and a new Society h,.s been formed entitled 
the Bl?!'gal ]!ritish l11di~ Society; the object of which is the improvement 
of India.-" e may notice more at length these movements in some tarly 
number. 

2.-SE&IION ON TRIil CAUSES WHICH RF:TARD THe Coi-.vERSIOS OF TIIE WonLD 

A friend has kindly forwarded a Sermon translated from the French " O~ 
tl,c causes which reta1·d the conve,·sion of the w01·ld.'' ·we most cordially 
recommend the pamphlet to all our friends. It is well calculated to excite 
to devout inquiry and sincere devotedness.-! t is evi<ll'ntly the production of 
one who feels <!ceply on the momentous subject on which he treats. The 
excellent friend, at whose request it has been translated, and at whose cost 
it has been printed, desen·cs well of the church for this renewed effort to 
do good.-The work can be had, on application to our publishers, price 
I Rupee. Whatc,•er is realized from the sale of the sermon will be devoted to 
the publication of other works calculated to be useful to the ch11rch and 
the world. 

3.-1\hssioNAB.Y PRATER MEETING. 
The United Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting was held at the Lal Bazar 

Chapel, on Monday 3rd ultimo. The address was delivered by the Rev. 
T. Smith; subject, the history of Gideon, illustrative of the work of Mis­
sions in India. The following points were dwelt upon :-the selection of the 
a"ents for the work by Jehovah-the apparent insignificance of the means 
e~ployed-the carrying out of the work by the few, although many attach­
ed themselves to the cause, and in the trf'atmcnt received on application for 
help as displayed in the conduct of the men of Succoth.-The several 
classes of well-wishers but not co-workers were briefly referred to under 
this head. The devotional parts of the service were engaged in by the 
Rev. G. Pearce and the Rev. R. deRodt. 

The l\lomhly Missionary Prayer Meeting connected with the London 
Missionary Society was held at the Union Chapel, on Wednesday evening 
the .'.ith ultimo. The ltcv. T. Boaz comrnunicatl)d from the Society's 
Chronicle, two pleasing facts, the opening of China to Missionaries, and the 
efforts the Parent Society proposed to make fur improving the occurrence; 
and furtlwr that the cruelty of the queen of Madagascar had given rise to 
a confederacy amonirst the chiefs to rt,sist her desperate barbarities. The 
Rev. D. Johns had visited the west coast of Madagascar, and had met wilh 
a \'ery kind receplion. There is therefore once more hope for Mada~ascar. 

The ltt>v. \V. i\Jorton dwelt upon each of lhe subjects advcrtcd to; 
he described the national peculi11ritirs of the Chinese, their habits, tastes, 
langua«e and acquirements; and the state of religiou amongst them. From 
these circumstances he argued that it was the duty of the church gladly to 
Pmbrace the present opportunity. The past and present condition of 
Madagascar, especially iu a religious point of view, he also dwelt upon at 
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some length. While these objects however ought to engage our attention, 
and obtain a place in our supplications, we must not forget India, the land 
in which we dwell, a land of idolatore, a wide and vast field of Jabor. 

1'he devotional services were engaged in by the Rev. Messrs. Brooks and 
Boaz.-C. C. A. 

4,-BAPTIBT M1ss10NARY SocIETY. 
The Anniversary of the Baptist Missionary Society was held on Thurs­

day evening, the 13th ultimo.-The Rev. A. Duff, D. D. presided. The 
Rev. J. Brooke," opened the meeting by reading the Scriptures and prayer. 

The following resolutions were presented and passed on the oc· 
casion :-

Moved by the Rev. T. Boaz and seconded by the Rev. J. Mack,-" That 
the Report, extracts from which have now been read, be adopted and cir­
culated under the direction of the Committee,-and that this meeting, 
although feeling that the present is the day of small things, yet desires to 
render heartfelt thanks to God for the amount of good accomplished even 
in India, during the last fifty years, by means of this and other kindred 
societies, and especially for the numerous opportunities now presenting 
themselves of publishing the gospel of Christ, in various ways throughout 
the length and breadth of the land." 

Moved by the Rev T. Smith and seconded by the Rev. G. Pearce,-" That 
in the comparative slowness of the work of conversion and sanctification 
among the Natives of this country, combined with other signs of the times, 
we acknowledge an urgent call to set aside all confidence in human strength 
and wisdom, to abound in fervent prayer and persevering labour, depend­
ing for success upon the power of the Holy Spirit, and to watch with jeal • 
ous care, lest either in doctrine or example, we set before the surrounding 
multitudll another gospel than that delivered unto us by our divine Re­
deemer and his inspired apostles." 

Moved by the Rev. "r· Morton and seconded by the Rev. W. \V. Evans, 
" That the following ministers and gentlemen be intrusted with the man­
agement of the Society's affairs during the present year and commended 
to the divine guidance and blessing: 
Rev. Messrs. Aratoon, Messrs. J. S. Bies, 

Leslie, J. L. Carrau, 
Morgan, E. Gray, 
Pearce, P. H. Holmes, 
Small, J. C. Page, 
Thomas, J. Sykes and 
Yates, S. G. Wyatt." 

We regret our inability to present even an outline of the excellent 
speeches delivered on the occasion. The addresses were marked by a tho­
roughly practical tone, and especiallv in reference to the duty of the Church 
in India, to exert itself in the work of Missions. The work as truly desig­
nated as a day of small things, when compared with the prophecies of God 
concerning the conversion of the world at large, or of India in particular ; it 
was a day of small things when compared with the efforts put forth by the 
Church, and the means placed at her disposal. Her efforts not at all com­
mensurate to the wants of the world or her own resources. The experience 
of the past has taught the Church this, that every scheme bas been approv­
ed of God in proportion as it has been imbued with the spirit of the gospel, 
and has had the glory of Christ for its object. We have bad such a mea­
sure of success as to encourage us to go forward, but not enough to induce 
one feeling of needless exultation or triumph. A fearful picture of the 
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spiritual necessities of many of the neighbouring districts wns put befo.-e 
the meeting, and many forcible and Christian appeals made to the meeting, 
and especially the East Indian youth, to engage in the work of missions, 
The necessity of the Church to put forth enlarged effort~ was dwelt upon 
fully by all the speakers. The language of events nt home, both in 
the state of parties in the Church, and the country at large, together with 
the opening in Providence of other and large fields of usefulness, all seemed 
to unite in saying to the Church ih India-Arise from the dust, clothe thee 
in thy strength and go forth to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

The report detailed many interesting statements both of a painful and 
encouraging nature, connected with preaching, education, translation, pas­
toral duties, &c. which we purpose noticing on its publication. The attend­
ance was encournging.-The meeting closed with the doxology, and the 
benediction. May the divine blessing rest upon the brethren in their work 
of faith and labour of love.-Ibid. 

We ha,•e been favoured with the Report of the Baptist Missionary Society 
for 1842, from which we have collected the statistics of Missionaries, and 
missionary stations, and the members of the churches connected with that 
society : we are sure they will be interesting to our readers. 

From this report it appears that there are in connection with this Society 
in nil 168 stations, 78 missionaries and 70 native preachers; the number of 
members t.dded to the different churches during the year 1841-42 was 5944, 
and the total number of members in all the churches was 35,564. Of these 
there were in India, 31 missionaries and 43 native preachers; and the number 
of members in all the churches 791. In the Asiatic Islands of Ceylon, Java 
and Sumatra, there were 6 missionaries, and 10 native preachers; while the 
number of members amounted to 500. In Afiica there were 4 missionaries, 
and l native preacher, and the number of members 155. In Jamaica there 
were 30 missionaries; the numbers amounted to 32,810, besides 18,737 in­
quirers. In the Bahamas, there were 4 missionaries, and 9 native preachers; 
while the total number of members was 1176. In Honduras, there is 1 
missionary, and 7 native preachers, and the members in the church was 132. 
Of all the stations connected with this Society, India contains the largest 
number of missionaries; while Jamaica seems to have been crowned with 
the largest blessing; for in the year J 841-42, there were about 5000 indivi­
duals added to the churches there. These churches resolved from the 1st 
of August 1842, (the seventh anniversary of the abolition of slavery there,) 
to support their own ministers; and thus the Society will have the means of 
sending out more missionaries, and of forming new stations. 

There are also in connection with the Society 143 schools, in which 10,116 
boys and girls are daily instructed.-Evangelist. 

5.-THB LENT LECTURES, 

The Lent Lectures have this year been delivered by the Archdeacon of 
Calcutta. The topics selected were vastly momentous -the manner in 
which they have been bandied searchin~, and the result, we sincerely trust, 
beneficial to 11.11. We rejoice to find that lectures delivered by so faithful 
and stirring a minister of Christ have been so numerously attended ; and 
the more so as it ie a testimony of the estimation in which the Archdeacon 
ii,; held by the Christian community as a minister of the Cross, on the eve 
of bis departure for Britain. A more appropriate series of subjects or a 
simpler or more faithful exhibition of truth could scarcely have been made 
by a messenger of the Crose after and at the close of a faithful pastorate 
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of many years. The subjects of the lectures were-the careless, the trans­
gressor, the infidel, the hypocrite and the sincere Christian. May the 
spirit of God follow with bis effectual blessing the labors of his servant, to 
warn, rebuke, exhort and build up the flock over which the Holy Ghost 
hath, either in whole or in part, statedly or for a time, made him overseer. 
-C. C.A. 

6.-TuE CuARAK PuJA'. 
For some years past we h11Ve watched the movements connected with the 

Charak Puja, and are happy to report that the attendance has been annu­
ally diminishing, this year the dev0tees were fewer than at any previous 
festival within our recollection ; though even now by no means inconsider­
able. But though fewer in number, it would appear that the unfortu­
nate sufferers have been urged to endure all the tortures of the larger 
assemblies of former years, for never have we witnessed a greater amount 
of frightful lacerations inflicted on the bodies of the misguided followers 
of Sib. Conscious of the decay of their influence, the conductors of the 
orgies appear to incite their remaining victims to increased acts of cruel. 
ty, in proof of the continuance of that zeal in the remnant which formerly 
existed in the masses. We write of Calcutta; in the Mofussil it is to be fear­
ed but little improvement has taken place, nay that the Charak in all its 
fiendish barbarity, is still vigorous within a very short distance of Calcutta. 
As yet it has scarcely been impinged upon save in our city. Cao nothing 
be done to wipe away so foul a blot from the human family? We 
believe there can, and we hope it will be done ere another year rolls 
away. One word from the Government, and the Charak would take its 
place with Sati and Infanticide-not a murmur would be heard ~ave from 
a few interested and ignorant bigots. We would be amongst the last to 
advocate the interference of Government in matters of religion ; in 
this case religion is not concerned; the Charak has no sanction in the 
shastras. Moreover, it is opposed to the most grovelling ideas of decency 
and humanity. Here is a field in which the young men who are anxious to 
benefit their country might labour with honor to themselves as men, and 
with rE'al benefit to their couritry both in the removal of that from the prac­
tices of its people which is not only a disgrace to the country, but an offence 
to every conception of the character of the one living and true God, and of 
the rites and ceremonies ordained by Him, and well pleasing in His sight. 
In such an effort they would secure the ready co-operation of every right­
thinking mi.n, and would prove that they entertained sentiments and dared 
to indulge in acts which qualified them for the most responsible offices, nor 
should such an opportunity of manifesting feelings of real patriotism be 
lost by the whole body of the native community, who are seeking to fill 
important official situations,-for in our estimation men who can deliber­
ately by their wealth and presence sanction such cruelties as those practised 
at the Charak, are disqualified to a great extent for the right administration 
of any of those offices which affect the real happiness of the people. To 
see any number, however small, of the native community coming forward in 
such a cause would be indeed refreshing. We speak of the native commu­
nity, because should they move in the matter the Government might be 
inclined to lend a more attentive ear to their solicitations ; but should they 
not attempt anything, or unite in any effort, if begun by others, to effect 
the abolition of the cruelties of the Charnk, then at all events and under 
any circumstanceil, we call upon our Christian friends to move in this mat­
ter-bringing to their recollection their success in the cause of Sati, I nfan­
ticide and the Government connection with ldolntry.-Ibid. 

2N2 
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7.-FoBT GL0°STIIIR Scaoor .. 
This School which has been frequently noticed in our pnges was examined 

a short time ago in presence of C. J. Orr, Esq., of Fort Gloster, and­
Heughton, Esq., of Diamond Harbour, title Rev. D. Ewart and the Rev. •r. 
Smith. The progress of the pupils was such as to afford much satisfaction 
to the examiners, and we dou~t not that the school has proved of much 
adrnntage to the people and will do so more and more as its fruits are more 
and more developed. The classes were examined at considernble length 
through all the steps, from the alphabet up to the history of Bengal, with 
which the highest cla~s shewed themselves thoroughly conversant, the prin­
ciples of arithmetic and geography, and the scripture history contained in 
the text books of the Christian School Book Society. 

In connexion with the school, Mr. Orr has lately established a class for 
practical Mechanics, and Engineering, which we esteem of vast moment in 
the present state of this country. 1 n fact we know of very few things inore 
likely to benefit the Native community economically and intellectually than 
the introduction of handicraft employments among the respectable classes, 
"Who of us has not known from our earliest childhood, on the authority of 
good Dr. Watts, that 

Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do. 

And this is fearfully verified in the cases of hundreds of those who leave 
the schools and colleges of Calcutta. How many of them inspire the 
hope into the friends of India and her people, that they will set a salutary 
example of industry and mutual activity ; but see them after a time and their 
eyes have lost their lustre and their minds their buoyancy and they have 
become despite their intellectual acquirements listless, indolent, depraved 
sensualists-or else they have got into Government employment and 
have become sharp, calculating, haughty, and it is to be feared in the majo­
rity of instances, oppressive exactors. To attempt to stir up either of these 
classes to any thing great or good is to attempt an impossibility, and there­
fore we hail the establishment of such a class as that to which we have 
referred as a matter of very great moment. It is a wonderful and beautiful 
provision of our beneficent Creator that the very use of our limbs tends to 
develope and E'Xpend the faculties of the soul. So, that as we have somewhere 
read or heard, the hand is not only the servant but also the instructor of 
the mind. This proposition requires no illustration. Mr. Orr has had diffi­
culties to contend with at the outset-as who has not that seeks to intro­
duce any thing good among the Hindus,-but we trust he has got over these 
difficulties and we heartily wish him all success. 

8.-TeE TaAcr SocIETY. 

The Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society was established in the 
year 1823, with the design of supplying in various languages, tracts for 
distribution among Heathens, Mohammadans, and others; and books of 
Christian instruction for schools, and for the spiritual good of professing 
Chri1tiane. The second of its rules then established, and which has ever 
since been adhered to, as exemplifying the principles of the Society, states 
that " this Society, cordially approving of the object and constitution of the 
Religious Tract Society in London, is desirous of holding friendly 
intercourse, and of co-operating with that institution, in disseminating the 
evangelical principles of the Reformation, in which Luther, Calvin, and 
Cranmer were agreed." . 

To these principles it has scrupulously adhered for a period of20 years. 
Tggether with the Bible Society, it hae been the right arm of the mission-
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ary body in this country. By the preparation of tracts in its various 
languages, it has enabled the Missionary to follow up, by means of the 
written, the impression made by the preached word, and sometimes it has 
been the means of preparing the way for the messenger of the Truth. " How 
cheering it is," says one of our Missionaries, " delivering a sermon to the 
heathen, to be ahle to put into their hands a number of these silent 
preachers, which, in many instances, will reiterate the truth~ which we can 
often but once address to the ear; yea more, we know that these Gospel 
hernlds will find their way to places where we shall ne\"er go.'' 

The Society has done what it could, according to its ability, and the 
extent of the means placed at its disposal, in the preparation and circula­
tion of tracts adapted to meet the forms of error and idolatry with which 
Christianity has to contend in this land. While it has exposed, through 
its publications, the evil and clanger of the prevailing systems of Hinduism 
and Muhammadanism, it has not failed to proclaim Christ and Him crucifi­
ed, as the only name under heaven by which men can be saved. The 
number of tracts published by it in the native languages since its establish­
ment in 1823 is about 2,200,000, or 110,000 per annum. It has also made 
some progess in the preparation of evangelical and spiritual works for the 
native Christian community. 

But the books which it is the means of circulating in this country, are 
chiefly those published by the Religious Tract Society in London. These 
are annually forwarded to the Committee in Calcutta, which is thus made 
the channel for supplying Christians on this side of India with many of the 
first religious publications in the English language. 

Among the various forms of good which it bas been the privilege of the 
Society to accomplish, we must not omit to notice the supply of religious 
tracts and publications to the inmates of hospitals, to soldiers and seamen. 
Many of the Home Society's tracts, of which a large as~ortment is always 
kept at the Calcutta Depository, have special reference and application to 
these classes. That much good has been done in this way we do not 
doubt, and it has on more than one occasion come to our knowledge that a 
dying soldier has bequeathed the trifle he possessed to the Society, some 
publication of which may, under the Divine blessing, have been the means 
of leading him to the Saviour of sinners. 

Before concluding om· remarks, we would refer to the benefits resulting 
from the operations of the Society, by means of the tracts prepared in the 
native languages of this country; and they may be classed under three 
heads, as gathered from the various reports wbich have been annually put 
forth by its Committee,-lst, in creating a demand for the Scriptures; 2nd, 
in diffusing a knowledge of the system and elementary truths of Christianity; 
and 3rd, in actual conversion. Much evidence on all these points is to be 
found in the letters of Missionaries addressed to the Committee, published 
with the reports, but our space requires that our extracts should be very 
brief. 

On the first point, one missionary writes in the third report of the society 
" a native followed me through the village, and solicited a large book, 
which would contain information of all the doctrines of Christianity ; 'for, 
(he continued,) those little books do not give us all we want."' Another 
writes " may we not hope that such impressions are not in all cases momen­
tary, but eventually effect results of the most gratifying nature P This hope 
is strengthened by the fact that many, after readiug a tract, are led to 
desire the bible, and henceforth become, instead of the deluded victims of 
a superstitious idolatry in a degree enlightened and changed." Many re­
marks of the same character are interspersed throughout the repons. 

To cite all the evidence to the second point would be to cite no inconsi-
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derable portion of the reports. One or two passages must suffice:­
" V\'hcrever trncts are distributed, I find the minds of the people in a 
measure prepared to hear the truths of the Gospel*.'' " The good work 
begun at Kharee, a village 50 miles south of Calcutta, from which five 
persons have been publicly baptized, and upwards of 100 have lately re­
nounced caste, aud become professors of Christianity, owes almost its com­
mencement, under the blessing of God, to the perusal of one of these T1·acts, 
presented by a nati ,,e preacher to his relations at that village ; and the wide 
circulation of your publications by our itinerants in the neighbourhood, have, 
it is evident, from the representations of different persons, excited attention 
to Christianity, and a conviction of its truth, in the minds of many in dis­
tant ,·illages, to whom the voice ofa Missionary is yet a' sound unknown '!t'' 
-" I am not aware of any direct instance of conversion which bas occurred 
from their distribution during the year; but have met with many cases in 
which knowledge has been communicated, prejudice removed, and attention 
to the Gospel excited, among the heathen; while the growth in knowledge 
and grace of those who have lately joined the churches, or who previously 
belonged to it, through their perusal, has been in several instances decidedly 
manifest;." " By means of tracts, the knowledge of that holy religion, 
which alone teaches the way of salvation, is spread abroad in this idolatrous 
laud§." These are mere specimens of a crowd of statements to the same 
effect. 

Oftbe results which have, under the Divine blessing, followed the circu­
lation of religious tracts, in connection with actual conversion, we could 
give numerous instances. The late Rev. W. II. Pearce in a letter printed 
in the 4th Report of the Society, says, " Jn a letter which you inserted in 
the last Report, I mentioned that, under the Divine blessing, your publica­
tions had been the means of exciting the attention of some persons in the 
Yillage of Kharee, 50 miles south of Calcutta, to the salvation of their souls ; 
and that in this village, in consequence, 100 persons had renounced caste 
and idolatry, and five had been then baptized. The committee will be 
gratified to hea!, that since the date of that letter, iu this village and 
neighbourhood, between 30 and 40 more have left idolatry, and regularly 
attend the means of grace, and that 25 more have given such evidence of 
true piety, as to be gladly admitted into the Church by baptism." Mr, 
Gogerly, in the same report, says, "At Burrisaul we met a old man, who 
was seriously inquiring tbe way of salvation, and ,vas then a candidate for 
baptism. He was first led to investigate the claims of Christianity, and 
finally to abandon his caste and his dependence on the gods of his fathers, 
by receiving a tract at Saugor , Island some eight years ago.'' 'l'wo 
instances of the same kind were mentioned at the recent anniversary of the 
Society. The last we shall mention is one which has recently occurred, 
und the account of which is thus detailed by the Rev. G. Pearce. " I regret 
there has been so much delay in sending you the account of the youth, 
whom I mentioned as having been profited by meeting with one of our 
tracts. The statement which he has given me is to this effect; that, when 
about 10 years old, he used to attend a Bengali Native school in his own 
village ; and that one evening, when at school, some one gave him a tract, 
entitled ' Memoira of Petumbur Singh;' he read.it, and, for the first time, 
became acquainted with the fact of the existence of the Christian religion. 
This interested him much, so that, when, some time after, being on a visit 
to a neighbouring_ village, he met with a Missionary preaching the Gospel, 

• Rev. l\lr. Hill, 2nd Report of the Society. 
t Rev. W. H. Pearce,3rd Report. 
: Rev. W. H. Pearce, 6th Report. 
§ fu:v. J. Weitbrecl1t, 7th Report. 
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end discovered that whet he now heard, was the same in substance with what 
he had before read: he was exceedingly delighted: and, on learning that the 
Miesionnry was in the habit of attending the bazars, he made it a point to 
go and obtain from him more information on the important truths of this 
new religion. He continued thus gathering all the information he could on 
a subject which now so much engrossed his mind, till he heard of the esta­
blishment in the same village of an English school. This aff'orded him a 
better opportunity than ever of satisfying his inquiries ; and he did not lose 
it ; f?r, after having ~ttended ~he school for so.me t_ime,he became thoroughly 
convmced of the falsity and w1ckedneas of H mdurnm, and began to perceive 
the truth and excellency of Christianty. He is now with me as a candidate 
for baptism; and, so far as I can judge, appears to have cordially embraced 
the truth. He has been the means, too, of bringiag over with him his 
younger brother, who like himself, has made considerable progress in the 
knowledge of the scriptures, and seems to be a sincere admirer of their bless­
ed contents. He also is a candidate for baptism. They were of the Writer 
caste." 

We could say much more in favor of this highly useful society; bnt we 
trust that we have said enough to convince our readers that it is one en­
titled, in an eminently manner to their prayers and support. We know 
that by thus speaking to many, we should only call forth a sneer; but we 
speak to Chri6tian brethren, who love their Lord, and seek Hid glory in the 
salvation of souls. There are not a few who despise the very name of Tract, 
and reject with scorn the idea of its being an instrument of good. Their 
ideas of good are probably vague, but of their inconsistency there can scarce­
ly be much doubt, when they will pronounce a sermon from the pulpit to 
be "a very good sermon," but sneer at the very same sermon when it takes 
the form of a tract. Such, however, is not the mind of the Christian. He 
knows full well that "God has chosen the foolish things of the world to con­
found the wise; and God bath chosen the weak things of the worid to con­
found the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, bath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are;" and he will not think the worse ofan instrument 
of good, because, like Him, in whose service it is employed, it is "despised 
and rejected of men." 

It was stated at the Anniversary, that the society had many calls upon 
it which it was unable to meet for want of funds. ·when will the Christians 
of India be roused to a sense oftheir duty to the perishiag millions of India 
and to the Saviour who died for all P How long shall the Reports of Mission­
ary, and Bible, and Tract Societies have cause to reproach the professiag 
church of Chriat with indifference to the Master whose name it bears. Dear 
Christian Friends, let us see something more than mere profession. Come 
cheerfully forward to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty. Let Christian Institutions be liberally supported by Christian 
means, and helped forward by Christian prayers. May this indeed be the 
case! May the love of Christ and the love of souls constrain many! May 
the appeal of the Committee of the. Tract Society go home to the hearts of 
all who read it. " Either the expenditure must be reduced or the income 
must be increased. Your committee beg seriously and solemnly to ask of 
the Christian public of India which of these two courses they are to pursue. 
In the name of the thousands of India's children who are eager to procure 
and to read the tracts of the Society-they ask the Christian people of this 
land whether the desires of these thousands are to be satisfied, or not ? In 
the name of the millions the hundred millions of lnd;a"s children who care 
not to read and who care not.to learn any thing regarding the Gospel,-in 
their name they ask the Chriatian people of this land if the channels are to 
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be cut off through which alone the spiritual influence will flow-which alone 
can produce a desire to know of the Gospel of Salvation-which alone can 
produce a hungering Rnd thirsting Rfter righteousness P In the nnme of Him 
who gave up his only begotten Son to the death for sinners-in the name of 
Him who bowed down His head unto the sacrifice for you-in the name of 
that Spirit who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, and who is ready to 
'l'l'ork with renovating energy in the hearts of India's degraded, enslaved, 
godless and hopeless children-in the name of God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, we ask of you whether this one of the appointed ordinances of 
God for com•eying the knowledge of the Saviour's wondrous love, and for 
carrying out God's purposes of infinite mercy to the fallen children of men 
-whether this means of grace is to be withdrawn, or whether the accursed 
spirit of hoarding the si!ver and the gold of this lRnd is to give way before 
the better spirit of diffusing by this and every other means the knowledge 
of Sah-ation through the blood of the everlasting covenant. "'-Church 
Magazine. 

9.-ANNIVERSARY OF TIIE AGRA MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

We ha,•e much pleasure in giving a brief account ofthe third Annual 
General Meeting of the Agra Missionary Society, which was held on the 
16th March, at the Uuion Chapel, Agra Civil Lines. Captain J. H. 
McDonald in the chair. The Meeting having been opened with singing 
and prayer by the Rev. A. B. Lish, the chairman called on the Secretary 
to read the Report; after which it was 

Moved by the Rev. T. Phillips and seconded by Captain J. Brind,­
" That the Report now read be received as the Report or the Committee, 
and ordered to be printed and circulated for the information of the sub­
cribers and friends of the Society." 

Moved by Mr. M.\-V. Woollaston and seconded by Mr. Joseph Parry,­
" That this Meeting, while it deeply sympathizes with the Society in the 
numerous difficulties with which it has had to contend, in procuring 
suitable agents to carry on its operations, does nevertheless rejoice in that 
measure of success which has attended their labours, and bids them 'Goel 
speed' in their work of faith and labour of love." 

M°'•ed by the Rev. A. B. Lish and seconded by Mr. T. Bailey,-" That 
this Meeting desires to impress upon the mind of Christians in genernl, 
1rnd of the meml,ers anrl friends of this Society in particulu, the sacred 
importance of more deep-toned personal piety as a valuable and necessary 
auxiliary to the gospel, as well as the necessity of deep humiliation before 
God and earnest prayer for the Divine blessing on the labours of its 
agents." 

Moved by Mr. \Vittinbaker and seconded by Mr. G. R. Gardener,­
" That this Meeting appoint the following gentlemen as members of the 
Committee, for the present year; and commend them to the guidanc~ and 
blessing of the Divine spirit :-Captain J. H. McDonald: Captain J. 
Brind: ~lr. M. W. Woollaston; Mr. T. Bailey;_ ~r. W. Greenway; ,Mr. 
P. B. Reid; Mr. J. W. Urquhart; Rev. R. Williams; Rev. A. B. Lish; 
aud that Mr. J. W. Urquhart be Corresponding Secretary, Mr. T. Bailey, 
Cash Secretary; the Agra Bank the Treasure1•3," 

Moved by Mr. T. Bailey and seconded by Mr. J. Doyle,-" That the 
Rev. A. B. Lish be requested to preach the Annual Sermon on behalf and 
in aid of the funds of the Society next Lord's-day evening-at the Bap­
tist chapel." 

Mo,·ed by Mr. P. B. Reid and seconded by Mr. W. Greenway,-" 'fhat 

• II th Report. 
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tho thn11ks of the i\Jeeling he giving to the Chairman for hi~ l<i11dnes, 111 

preHi1ling on this occa~ion." 
The meeting closed with singing-

" Lord dismiss us with thy ble~sing, 
Bid us all ,lepart in peace,'' &c. 

,ve hope lo notice the lal,ours anrl prospects of the Society more at 
length on the reception of the Report; which, we understand, is an in­
teresting document, 

10.-TuE SoMNA'ru GATES AGUN,-AN OBJECT OF AooRATION. 

The following extract or a Jetter from Agrn will sta,·tle 8ome of 0111· 
1·eaders-h11t the information it ;,lfonl,; is only what might have been au­
tici pated :-" 25tl, llfarch-The /!rand l11111asha of i nvcst i ng- Ge11er,1ls N" ol t 
irnd l\lcCaskill with the onler of the Bath came off last i\Jonday morniug 
in the Fort, and ll'as followed hy a granil 1,all and supper in the e\'eriing­
given in the armoury which had l,ee11 considernhly cleared of the arms 
and fitted up for the occasion. Not the least int_el'esti11g ohject then,, 
was, the far-famed Somnath gates, "hich ha1·c 1,een erected at one ellll 
of the gl'eat hall unde1· a canopy or red cloth ornamented with gold tl'im­
mings and tassels. You will scarcely he astonisheJ to heal' that the,e 
g-ates have become an object of won,l,ip now among· tl,e Hindus, "ho have 
been seeu hy many here, engaged in acts of ado1";1tion before them and 
presenting offerings-Yesterday, 01· the day before, the sum of 3600 Rs. 
were sent into the trensurg, which w,u sl:tted to he the amou11t of offerings 
made to the gates, and collected by the es~ort, during their prvcession to 
Agra!!" 

ll.-MAonAs-N1,nv Ri,:L1a1ovs Joun.NAr,. 

A monthly religious journal is, we unclel'stand, about to he started 
under tl,e direction of the :'11issionary body at Madras. \Ve pray e,·ery 
hlessiug may attend this new effort to stir up the Churc!i to its clutr in 
lhis heathen land. • 

12.-INSTITUTlON FOil THE Enuc.i.noN OF THE DAUGHTERS OF M1ssI01'A­
BIES IN ENGLAND. 

A short time l,acl< we introduced to the notice of our friends, the re­
port of the institution in London fol' the educatian of the sons of ,\Jis­
sionaries, with an appeal on its behalf. \Ve have since that received a 
.-eport of a similar estal,lishment for girls. The institution ,s situated at 
\Valthamstow, and is umle1· thti immediate snperintendance of a lady who 
has generously devoted her gratuitous ser\'ices to this work of lov,•. A 
medical gentleman in the nei~huourhood renders his gratuitous services. 
The Hev. J. J. Freeman of Walthamstow, one of the secrntaries to the 
London l\lissionary Society, has kindly taken the pastornl oversi;a:ht of 
the little flock. lie usually derntes a portion of every Thurs,lay evening 
to their religious and intellectual improl'cment. The institution is opeu 
to the children of Missionaries of 1:11·ery den11111ination. The 11111nbu of 
pupils will only be limited hy the amount of the funds of the instillltiun. 
Tho claims uf orphans will have pr<'cedc11ce. The children of i\Jissioua­
ries who have retired from the lieltl will, as fa 1• as 1he funds will a1l111it, he 
permitted lo avuil themseh·es of the benefits oft he Institution. The Com­
mittee state that theii· ol,Ject is to secure to the chiltll'e11 entruste,l to 
their ci1re the advantage of I\ solul Christiara education, adding that while 
they propose to cultivate a taste for the hiu-hc1· an<l ornamental acquire­
ments, it will lie their pri11rip11l desi~n to insure a solid hasis of ge11eral 
principles upon which any supcrstrncture may afterwards be successfully 
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1-enrecl. Hence es much es -possihlt>, 1he Commiltee have sought to unite 
the comforts nnd domestic ~ympatl11I'~ of home, with the 01·dt>1· 1111d l'e!!;uln­
l'ity of school; ~upplying, ns well as they we,·e ehle, the tender ovel'Bight 
of absent llRrents, while commnuicating such knowledge ns is adnpted to 
prepare their youthful charge for future usefulness. 

There nre ut present twenty-six pupils, six mm·e are soon expected. The 
~-oung people ha,·e enjoyed excellent l1ealth, and the institution hns he­
come a second home to mn11y, if not 111!. Five ha,·e united themselves 
"ith the Church at H' althamstow under Mr. Freeman's care, and one ed-
111itted to the Church by adult baptism by the Rev. E. Steane of Cam­
berwell. The committee recol'(I with gratitude the satisfaction end conso­
lation which their labors have afforded to their devoted friends the parents 
of the chihlren. The charge to the parents for t>nch child is twelve 11ounds 
per annum; whatever expenses mny be incurred heyond this will be de­
fra\'ed b" contributions. 

Premises ha,·e been tnken on lease, and ,·arious improvements inh·oduc­
ed which, together with a variety of expenses usually accompanying a ne,v 
undert"king, have im·olved an outlay of £100, towards the liquidation of 
which £ 470 has been subscribed. We judge not of this or the kindl'ed 
insti1ution for hoys from the reports merely, but from the testimony of pa­
rents whose dear children are thus tenderly cared for, and others who have 
been witnesses of the comfort and order of the institutions, and the gl'eat 
good effected nmong,t the pupils. The 1·eliefand comfort to the mind of 
a faithful Missionary in knowing that his offspring will be reared wilh af­
fectionate fidelity in the land of his fathers, can only be fully estimated 
by those who l111\·e seen and felt the enervating and demoralizing effect 
of an eastern climate and idolatrous community. lo this point of view, 
we look upon such institutions as those under consideration, as essential 
aids to Missionary labor, and deserving the support of all who desire the 
prolonged and efficieut labors of faithful heralds of the Cl'Oss in fo­
reign cli111es.-C. C . ..4. 

13.-M1ss10NARY Paosp~:crs IN CHINA. 

E.rtraclBfrom a Baptist Missionary's letter from China, dated 1st Se1,t. 1842. 
The Providential ope11i11gs around me seemed to call loudly for exer­

tions more decided and wore efficient th:111 auy I had hit 1,erto been able 
to put forth. The establishment, by the English, ofa civil Government on 
the lslaud of Uong Kong, aud the great influx of Chinese to that settle­
meut, aud the fact that all M ission:,ry operntions could be carried on 
there beyoud the influence of Catholics and Mandari11s led me to decide, 
,ifter much prayer, to leave my rest1·icted sphere at Macao, and, with my 
family, to take up my residence at Hong Kong, on the 19th i\larch. 

llei111!' almo1t entirely without funds fo1· missionary purposes, and being 
determined to allow no longer if possible, my hands to remain tied, I 
drew up, and had printed, a statement which I laid before tl,e fo,·eign 
community iu China, soliciting their pecuniary aid towards the el'ection 
of chapels and school-roome on this !;,land. Mr. Roherte' n11111e was 
aleo inserted in the printed statement. Upon application to Sir 1-lenry 
Pottinger, Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary and G,J\•erno1· of the island, 
His Excellency most generously m~cle me a free grant of ground, mul 
subscribed fifty dollars toward the completiou of the Queen's Iloacl Chapel. 
My appeal to the community was met i11 a most gentlemanly and liberal 
mauner by them, there Leiug subscrihtd iu a very short time, fol' the ob­
jects set forth, upwards of seventeen hundred dullara, 

On the 16th May l l,ad the happiness of conetituliug a regular R11pti&t 
Church here, wli.icb now numbers nine 111emben with good prospects of 
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lnc1·ea~c. ThiA n11mbe1· 1loeR not inclntl11 Mr. nn,t M1·A. Dean, nnll 
one convel't ut Maeno, 1101· Mr. Hoherts nnd one convert at Chek 
Chu, on the other Ri,le of the Island. We have viAited the baptismal 
waterR once Aincc the formation of the Church, :1nd on the .5th of 
June I yielded to the unanimous call .,f the Church and became their 
l'nstor. The Church admits members from all nations and hn­
guageR. In the latter part of April we ha,1 the happiness of welcoming 
to 0111· extensive field of labour, i\Jr. and Mrs. Denn, who were dl'iven from 
theii· station at Bangkok hy ill health. They brought with them a native 
Chinese Assistant who haR joiner! me at Hong I{ong. The health of our 
friends has much improved, and Mr. Dean is now on a visit to spy out the 
lnnd in the more nol'thern portions of the empire. A free passage in the 
American Ship Lowell was generously tendered to him hy Capt. Peirce 
and his kind brother, ,v. P. Pei1·ce, Esq. of Salem, U. S. A. 

On the thil'd Lord's day in June, the Ba:1:aai· Chapel being comrleted, 
it was opened fo1· public Divine Service. It is built entirely of brick, and 
situated in an eligible position in the thickly populated Uppel' 8,iznar. 
The length is 35 feet, ancl breadth 16 feet, two stories hi~h, neatly finishell 
and painted throughout. The Chapel room is up stairs, with front ve­
netians, a111l an open terrace in the real', and containing the necessary ta­
bles, chairs nnd seats. The lower story is occupied by nty Chinese teacher. 
and block cutter, both professors of Christianity. The doors are opened 
during the whole of every day, and every applicant readily snpplie,l wi1h 
books and instn,ction. There is below an open 5 feet verandah in frunt, 
immediately upon the street, nncl also cook-l'ooms, &c., in the rea1·. H' e 
find it a great convenience to havP this lower room, which answers a great 
man_v ,•aluahle Jiurpose.s, fo1· teacher, bo<>ks, paper, printin~ blocks, rrpes, 
and now contains al>out thil'ty thousand christian t1·acts and books be­
longing to the diff'erent mi,sionaries in China. 

The Queen's Road Chapel having also been completed, wns formally 
declicatecl to the worship of the Master on the 19th July, in the presence 
of a respectable and attentive congregation. I was assistecl in the spr­
vices by Mr. Dean nncl Dr. Bridg1min.-Suhject of the Sermon, The Di­
vine Revelation. This chapel is situated immediately 011 the Great Queen's 
Road, frontiug, ancl ove1·looking the magnificent hnl'bour, and midway bP­
t1veen the two great Chinese Bazaars, and well located also for the foreio-n 
community. The walls are built of substauti..il stucco, and plastere1l a~,I 
whitewashe1l both inside anrl out. The builtling is upwards of seve11ty 
feet long, and more than tll'enty-seven feet wide, with a large vestibul.-, 
two neat vestl'y l'Ooms, cupola, London mncle bell, camphor wootl pulpit, 
ratan bottomed seats and chairs. It is floored and ceile<l, ancl paintetl 
thrnughout, the Jloo1· marble colour and the ceiling blue. To make the 
lmilcling as cool as pos-ihle, all the wirulows are made the usual size of 
dool'S, nnd reach to the floo,·, each hnviug doulile venetian shutters on 
the outside painted green, an<l double panel dool's painted whi1e, with 
glass, inside. The large front doors are secured by iron l>olts and good 
English brass knob locks. A printed card which was circuhtecl, stated 
the St'l'l'ices of the Chapel to be as follows: Eve,·y Lllrcl's day at seven 
o'clock iu the morning Chinese ll'orship-Eleven o'clock, A. M., English 
P1·cachinl{-Two o'clock, P. JU., Chinese Preaching-llalf-past six iu the 
eveoing, English 13ihle class. Ever}' Thursdny, hitlf-past-six in the even­
ing, English Lecture. Eve1·y Fridny, h,alf-past seven in the e,·ening 
Chinese Lecture-othe1· services as occasions l'equire. The Chapel, 
however, is open eve1·y 1hy, a table with Chinese tracts, atHl chail's are 
arrnnged in the vestibule, which is delightfully cool nncl plearnnt, and 
the native Assistant who lh·es in one of the vestry rooms is always 1·e11-
cly to converse, to p1·each, to 1Ii1·e 11way truots, ant.I to 1·efor specii;I cases 
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to mP. 11·1,Pn the exlrPme hot. sP:ison is 01•pr we hope to do mnch more 
IP11<'l1i11!,(· pnlilicly, 11nd from house to house thnn we :u·e at lll'eRent pos. 
sihly ahle to do. l hold a social co11fe1·e11.:e with the J\lemhel's of the 
Cl111rclt Pl'ery Tnestlay evening. 

The aho"e ChapPls nre the lil'st Protestant houses of 1vorRhip that li:we 
ever heen c-rected in China, n11d the Queen's lloa,l Baptist Chul'ch, is 
the lirist christinn church constituh•d in this great land of heathen­
ism. For these humble beginnings, proceeded with unde1· mnch unx­
ietr, to God nlone must be all the glory. 

The l\lis8ion House is in II good state of advancement. It is snb­
etantially built of stucco, plastered and white-washed inside and out, 
with ,·enetinns and gla~s and painted thl'Oughout. It contains six good. 
sized rooms, with a wide covered, and tiled ,·era1ulah all around, and n 
kitchen :ind out.houses attached. The whole ll'ill not cost more than 
about one thousand dollars, and the propel'ty will be entirely vested in 
t!,e Baptist Board. Rent;; in China al'e enormously high, nnd in tlV0 
or three years generally amm,nt to a ]argel' sum than a substantial an<l 
conl"enient dwelling house can be built for. The Mission House is 
Prected on II portion of the free grant of ground kindly made by 1J. 
E. Sir Hem·y Pottinger. The1·e is still room enough left fo1· anothe1· 
dwelling. It ought to he mentioned that as the Bazaa1· Chapel is 
erected upon a bazaar lot, the ground is not II grant from the Govern­
ment, hut is taken nt II small annual quit rent, as are the other lots in 
thP Bazaar. 

Hel'. Messrs. Bridgman and Ball, and Mr. Williams, of the American 
Bo11nl, are nlso erecting a large D,velling House and Printing Office, a 
few lots distant from the Baptist Mission House. l\fr. Brown, too, of 
the Morrison Education Society, has commenced building on a hill 
which was granted by the Go,·ernment, and will mo•e his School and 
family over in tJ1e course of two mouths. The Medical Missionary So­
ciety also, has received a hill from the Government, but they have not 
yet commenced huil<ling. The Ronrnn Catholics have a fine building 
whicli is nearly completed. Many foreigners are rapidly building 1Vare­
houses and private dwellings and a ,·ery large number of substantial 
and neat brick Chinese houses and store9, and shops ha1•e been e1·ected, 
and large numbers are ~till in course of erection. 

The Go,•ernment House is a commodious building to which othe1· wings 
are still to he attached. The" Magistracy I-louse.'' is a very fine lmilding 
in a commanding position, with the jails, clerks' offices and gaurd-rooms 
in the same inclosure. There are large and subtantial Barracks at three 
different positiom. A Government Hospital of commodious extent is 
nearly completed, not far from the Government Warehouses. The Queen's 
Road is sixty feet wide, and affords a pleasant and con1·enient public 
thoroughfare. Granite bridges are thrown ove1· the diffe1·ent streams, 
and carriages ha1'e already began to run. The Public Market 
co1'ers a large space, is well arranged, and is felt to be a very great 
public com·euieuce. There is a well organised Police corps, both 
f01·eign and native and four distinct Police stations. Robbel'ies in 
the town, liowe1·er, and pil'acies in the neighbourhood al'e by no 
mean& unfrequent, The hal'hour of Hong Kong, which is the finest 
in the ,v orld, and at all seasons of the yea1· contains a la1·ge amount 
of shipping, is 1lefended by one fort and two heavy battel'ies. The popu­
lation of the islaud at present is probably twen1y-five thousand, and con­
fists of nil clusses of tradesman and artificers, many of whom occupy 
long lines of neatly built and well filled shops. Provisions are plenti­
ful aud cheap. Tl1e number of British troops stationed here is about 
tweh·e hundred. The following are the present Public Functionaries of 
Hong Kong, viz. :-A. R. Johnstone, Esq. Go1·erno1·, Chnrles E. Stewart, 
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Secretary nn,I Treasurer, Major \V. Cai11e, Cl,irf 1\lagistrate, \V. Tar­
r1111t, Chief Cll'l'k, C. Foaro11, ( :Jerk to the Cliid' 1\lagistl'alfl a11d Coroner, 
Li~11I. l'e,1,lur, llarhor :'llast,·r an,] i\Jarine i\lagistrnte, A. LPna, Assi•l­
a11t llnrlwr [\,Jaster, U. He_ruol'1s, La11ds and Ronds Inspector, L,eut. 
Col. Taylor, Commander of the Troops. Me,lical duty is pPrformPd 1,y 
the military Surgeorrn. ltP:ir A,lmirnl Sir Thomas Cochrane con1111:i1Hls 
the naval force here, the Ble11hiem (71-) bein~ his fl:ig ship. At Chek 
Chuon, tl111 other side of the island, "here Mr. Roberts is stationed 1here 
lll'C about fou1· hu11<l1·ed troops in Barracks. \Ve have money i11 han<l 
for the erection of the Cliek Cl1u Chapel, uut the buil,ling has not yet 
ueen commenced as no suitable lot can, at present, be procured. Chek Chu 
is a quiet little trn«li11g town co11taini11g about eight hundred inhabitants, 
among whom Mr. Roberts finds an encouragi11g and appropriate field of 
labo111·. He has purchased a small house which he ha~ opene<l for a school­
i-oom, although very few scholars can be prnvailed 011 to attenrl. i\lrs. 
Shuck has only a few children who live in the family and who make consi­
deral,le progress. 

Rev. M 1·. Milne, of the London Missionary Society proceeded to Chn­
san in February, where he has been since remaining, but the unsettled 
state of affairs there much contracts his missionary exertions. lu J1111e, 
five missionaries from Maccao took up their residences at Amoy; viz. 
Rev. Mr. Abee!, of the American Board, Rev. Mr. Boone an<l wife, 
of the American Eµiscopal l.loard, Rev. Mr. Bride and wife, of the 
American Presbyte1·ian Board, and Dr. Cumn,ing of Georgia, not con­
nected with any Society. Dr. Lockhart of the Lon. Soc. will likely soon 
join Mr. Milne at Chusan. Dr. Hutson of the same Society, is still en­
l{aged in Medical prnctice arul christian teaching at Macao. Miss Al­
dersy au intelligent English Missionary lady, who supports herself, has 
rece11tly arrived at Macao from Java, and is anxious to procee<l to some 
station northward. Hev. l\fr. Lowrie, of the Amer. Presbyterian Board 
who visited China in 11,e latter part of May, pruceeded immediately to 
Sin~·apore, but with the expectation of returning to China. 

We all feel the wunt of more fellow laborers. Circumstances are 
such that it seems almost absolutely necessary for me ~oon to have a 
cC'lleague on this side of the island, and yet there appears to be but 
little hope that the Board will send more Missionaries to China. Should 
sickness or death call me away (and nothing is more possible) we 
should, in all probability lose to a g1·eat extt>nt, the ad\·antageous posi­
tion we ha,•e now gained thrnugh so much toil, anxiety, and expense 
merely because there is no one ready to lake my place. The state of 
M1·. Rohel'ts' lungs and other circumstances would render it impossible 
for him to assume the «luties of this side of the island, while l\lr. Dean 
speaks another dialect, There is labour sufficient on this island at the 
lowest calculation, and in reasonable view of the claims of otht>r stations, 
for four Baptist Missionary families. These facts l merely state without 
designing any appeal whaterer for more missional'ies. If the Chul'che; 
nnd the Bo11rd still continue to neglect this vast and inviting field, after 
nil that hns hitherto been said, and written and developetl, the repomi­
bility rests with them, and my concern is to my duty, and to do it alone, 
if necessit,r requires. 

As a Christian Philanthropist, I watch the val'ious slining scenes a~,I 
eventiii around me with intense intel'est, and verily believe that God 111 

the economy n11Cl wisdom of His Pl'ovidence, designs over-ruling; nil t~ese 
present evils of wa1· 1111d suffering·, nnd bloodshed, for the_ opemng of en­
larged doors for the promulg·ation of the glorious gospel 111 these exten. 
si1•e tlominions. lrnleeil most intc1"esti11g· opening·s have al,eady be.-n 
mnde in positions hithe1·to entirely seal~d, and art' now in possession of 
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Protest1111t I\Iissionnries. Th!' proirress of e1·rn1s i9 1hwelopl11g other 
npenin!r" Rnd facilities: n1·e 1he l'hnrches prepn..ed nncl willing to occu­
Jl)' till the Mn~ter comes? LPt ns look beyond the canses of the lll'esent 
drPndful nnd warlike position of affairs in Chinn, and reg:1r1I the resuhff 
nnd consequences as they bear upon the nd,•nncement of the King1lom 
nnd will of Hea,·en, and let us make nnceasing prayen unto God, thnt 
the !!ross darkness and moral death whi<"h have fo,· so mnny ageff enve. 
loped this great l,ind. mny be dispelled by the glorions ,·isings of the sun 
nf ri~hteousness, and Chinn hecome enlig·htened and clll'istianize1I and 
sanctified, and sa,·ed. Believe me, in the Lord Jesus, Faithfully Yours. 

J. LEWIS SnucK. 
As nn addition to the information contained in this letter, we may 

state thnt a most im11ortant meeting of the London Missionary Society 
ha~ heen lately held in London, for the purpose of raising a special fund 
for the extention of their Chinese Missions. The llev<ls. Baptist Noel, 
J. Liefchild, John Clayton, R. Molfatt, J. Lacroix anrl others of the 
Lord'~ people, took an active part in this movement ; and a most libernl 
subscription followed. May the glorious Lord prosper the wo1·k of his 
sen·ants, and cause his word to have free com·se in the mighty empire 
which has so long shut out the sound of the good news which have been 
published to a perishing world, by the suffering Saviour ! 

14,.-THE AMRRICAN BAPTIST BOARD OP FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

\Ve harn had the pleasure of receiving some numbers of the American 
Baptist Missionary Magazine; and ia that for June hl-l-2, have found the 
Annual report of the Foreign Baptist Missions of America, which ennbles 
us to append a corresponding abstract of them, to the precerling a1·ticle 
respecting the English Missions. 

•• The m1mber of Missions ur,der the charge of the American Bal'tist 
Board is 20, includiug the Greek, A ,,a, and Rangoon Missions, which are 
not now occupied by American Missionaries. 

"The number of stations and out-stations is about 100; of Ame1·ican 
Missionaries and assistants, including 45 preachers, 99; aml of nath·e 
preachers and assistants, 11 I. 

" There are about 44 schools, containing nearly 1000 pupils; and 77 
churches, embracing more than 3,700 members. 

" The number of baptisms reported during the past year is 780." 
From this report we learn that the work of the Lord is prospe1-ing 

greatly among the American Indians. Several churches have been estnb­
lished amongst them, and the number of members is continually increasing. 

The American Board has also some Missional'ies in France, Denmark 
and Greece, where a 2reat deal has been done of a very interesting nature. 
In these places the Missionaries have, as might be expected, met with a 
great deal 9f opposition ; yet in France they have thirteen churches, con­
sistiug altogether of 200 members. 

In Hamburg, Germany, Prussia and Denmark, the Missionm·ies have 
not ouly met with opposition, but have had to en<lure very severe pe1·secu­
tions iu the cause of Christ. Here however they have 14 churches, con­
taining in all above 350 members ; the number of baptisms du1·ing the 
year has been above ISO. 

"In regard to the persecution to which the Mission is subjected l\lr. 
Oncken nrites, February 18,-

, At Oldenburg our brethren are still much annoyed for refusing to have 
their in/ants sprinkled, and brother Weichardt, the pastor, has been sen­
tenced again to pay ten dollars for having baptized several indivi<luals. 
God has however, strengthene<l and encouraged our friends amidst these 
trialR, and they have r~rn.,ined faithful to the lruth. * * * Our dear 
brethren ~t Othfreeseo, in Hanover, have been most crnelly treated 1,y 
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I he Government, nt I he i11Rtig11tion of the Lutheran Ministel' of thnt vil­
lage. Tl,o pruhibitio11 ng:iinst conve11licles wa,; so severe that not even 
tll'o or three were permitted to meet together for religious purposes. At 
midnight liours they were visited by gene d'armes ancJ pulled out of 1heir 
beds, to see if nny strnngel' was concealed there. Our breth1·en were thus 
compellecl lo meet in the dead of the night, in lhe woods, for prayer ancl 
mutual exhol'tation. Bibles and trnctswere taken from them, nnd have not 
been restored. Brother Sandel', who has been the honoured instrument in 
the convel'sion of the pe1·sons constituting the church at 0-, and who 
hnd left fol' Hamburg, has been prnvailed upon to return, and l hal'e en­
gaged him as colpol'teul', He visits the member~ as often as he can, and 
makes excursious into tlie surl'oundin~ villages ;-most of these tours have 
been made at night, when no eye could see him but the eye of his God. 
The labors of our bruthel' have not been in vain, and even in the midst of 
these crnel measures of the Hanoverian Government, the church has had 
to rejoice in the admission of new members. 

The little flock at '.\larburg, in Hessia, has met with similar treatment; 
fines, confiscation of goocls, and threatenecl imp1·isonment, have been th~re 
the ordel' of the clay. 0111· brethern, thanks be to God! have, however, 
muintained their gl'ound. 

The cause in Deumarl< clemands our most unbounded gratitude to God. 
Our bl'ethren l\fcenster were liberated in November last, after having been 
confined fo1· a tweh·e month: nnd 1hough they were strictly eharged, on 
11,eir liberation, " not to preach or to teach in thi~ (Christ's) name," 
they instantly resumed theil' labors, and, blessed be God ! since then the 
gospel has had free com·se and been glorified in the conversion of sinners. 
The church on Langeland has bee11 ;,)so exposed to severe persecution." 

In G!'eece the church is still small; but the Missionaries are not with­
out encouragement in 1heir labours. 

Jn Asia, the labours of the Missional'ies have been nttendecl with encou­
raging success. In and about Maulmain the1·e are seven churches, con­
taining 485 membel's. From July I8i0 to July 184.l fifty-four individuals 
were baptisecl thel'o. The lotal average a1te11dance at nine preaching 
places on the Sabbath is 8.50. 

In Rangoon, the Mission has met with very considerable success, al­
though the hostility of the Burman Government has constrained the 
American Missionm·ies to leave the country. Some of the churches there 
have native pastol's; and in tlie rear 184,l-4,2 one hundred and seven 
I{arens wel'e baptized; but they have suffered much persecution. The 
churches there consist of 398 membel's. They keep up a constant inter­
coul'se with the Missional'ies stationed in the Southern part of Arracan; 
1111d they submit with readiness to much hardship and temporal loss, for 
the sake of spiritual instruction 1111d edification. They come over to Ana­
can through pathless fol'ests, to elude the ohsel'vation of the Burman offi­
cers; and having enjoyed the instrnction of their ministers for some weeks 
or months, 1·etu1·n to their homes, and to oppression and clanger, there to 
do good to thoil· people by communicating to others what they have them­
selves 1·eceived of the truth of the Gospel. 

The Church at Ava co111ains 19 membe1·s, but " the aspect of things 
is more favourable than heretofore." 

The chul'ches nt Tavoy consi,t of 942 members. Here a l'eligious 
newspaper is printed for the Kal'ens, " consisting of articles of intelli­
gence in relation to the pl'ogl'ess of the Gospel, ancl letters on various 
topics from l\nrens." 

In Siam, the Missionaries have laboured for some years ; but not till 
the end of 1841 had they the pleasure of seeing a Sia1_nese addecl to the 
church there. Some of the Siamese had, it is true, belore that, express­
ed a desire lo be united to the church and people of Gull, but nune of 
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them wer,' thom,:-1,t lit suhjt>cts for hnplism. '' On t.hc Sl'Co111I Sabhath 
in Dl'ccmhl'r (181.1) the first con,·erl lu\\'in~ hee11 puhliclv examine,! 111111 
npprn"ed, follo, .. ed the s~vio111· in the ordinance of baptism." The church 
in Siam consists princi pnlly of Chinese co1werts. 

In AssAm the !\'l_issionaries_ h11ve hnd the pleasure of receiving two into 
the church ; the tiri;t, who 1s also the first native convert in Upper 
,\ssam, was haJltized on the 13th June, 184.1. 

IS.-BIBIE SocmTY IN THE SANDWICII ISLANDS, 

1:he following is the translation of the secretary of the l,:ihaing Bihlo 
Society. 

Tu the American Bible Society. 
Dear Friends,--The Bible Society of Lalrninn, and nil the pious 

and all those who wish to holcl forward the kingdom of Goel, send their 
lo,·e to you. ,ve make kn~wn to you what we_ ha,·e deliberated upon, 
an,1 what we have done to aid those who are destitute of the Holy Scrip­
tures. 

011 the 26th of March last a meeting was called of the Church and peo­
ple, nnd after 1he necessary arrangement$ were macle a society was form­
ed, an,l e,·ery one subscribed his name to the consti1ution, and what he 
wished to con1ribute for this ohject. Four hundred nml seventy-four join­
ed 1he Society. Four of these ,rere chiefs, viz.: Kamehameha II[., who 
suhscribed $4-0; Auhea, his prime minister, subscribed .W20; lloapiliwa­
hine, Go\'erness of Maui, -8'10; a11d Kalama, wife of the king,, '6'1u. Theso 
are the sums they ga,·e to distribute the word of Got! among the poor. 

The following were chosen officers: 
Darld Malo, Presideot, 
Aquila Moku, Secretary, 
Timothy Kean-ei..-i, Treasurer. 

There have heen subscribed .S-4-la 06, of which .S-171 have heen paid in; 
and with this ( according to a vote of the society) all the children who 
are ahle to read in the schools on thi~ part of Maui, and on La11ai, 
have been furnished each with a copy of the New Testament. Two 
hundred and forty-four dollar~ and six cents yet remain unpaid, because 
the poor who subscribed have not yet ohtained it. 

We rejoice that you ha,•e great love to us. It is through your aid to 
thoi;e who print that many Bibles and Testaments have heen printed in 
these islands. There are many who read the word of God thoroughly, 
from GenPsis to Revelation. Many are well furni,hed with the Old ancl 
New Testaments, because of your great wish to have the word of God. 
Therefore we beseech you, all who are engaged in the cause of the Bible 
Society, do not cease to aid the people of these islands, for those cles1itute 
of the sacred Scriptures are m:iny. 

This al6o we declare unto you, the great harlot of Babylon has come 
here to the isles of Hawaii. Satan is at work here with his snare, and 
many are they who are entangled in the net of the devil. The1·efure let 
us help together to give the Holy Scriptures to all 1he rlestitute of these 
ii;lanrls, that knowledge may increase here. The Holy Scripturlls are the 
sword to put an end to all the darl111ess of Hawaii. Where are you, 0 
ye saints of the United States! Let us be co-workers, and beseech God to 
put au end to this killing i;ouls, and to all the ahominahle e,·il of this 
S)i;Lern, (of Pupery.) Let us tell you, no othe1· lying which Wll lia,·e seen 
in these islands is like that of the pope. This is the master-piece for tvil 
of all the evil thingli of this world. 

0111· salutations to you all, 0111· elder bretl,nm and our Leloved friends 
in the Lord. 

ln l,ehalf of the Lahaina Bible Society, 
AQuu,A MoKu, 8ecrctar_lJ• 



SEMINAllY FOit YOUNG LADIES AT SERA}IPORE. 

Mrs. LE1rnnmaE, having received the most flattering encouragement by 
pron1iscs of support fro111 several families in Calcutta and Scrarnporc, haa 
eugaged a very desirable residence on the banks of the river, and purposes 
to opcu II Seminary for Young La~[es at Serarnpore on the 1st May. 

I £RMB. 

JJoard and Tuition in English Grammar, llistor,1J, Geograpliy, the Use 
of the Globes, Writing, Aritlimetic, &c. 

Boarders, ......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Ra. 30 per month. 
Ditto under l O years of age, ... ...... ,, 25 ,, 
Day Boarders, ... ... ... ... ............... ,, 15 ,, 
Day Scholars, ... ... ...... ... ... ......... ,, 8 ,, 

The Venerable AacuDEACON D1,:.1.LTRY has permitted references to be 
made to him at Calcutta, and the Rev. J. MACK at Serampore. 

BOARD AND LODGING. 

A respectable widow lady can accommodate a lady and gentleman, or 
two are three ladies with fine airy apartments on :noderate terms. Enquire 
at No. 7, Chowringhee. 

Reference permitted to the Rev. T. Boaz, Union Chapel. 
For persons requiring a quiet and respectable home this establishment 

is confidently recoir.mended.-The situation is eligible, and the charges 
moderate. 

BREAD, Biscuits and Confectionery-Superior Hyson and Pouchona 
Tea, Mocha Coffee, Sugar, Jamaica Ginger, Tapioca, Oysters, &c. &i 

at moderate ·prices, apply to 
MA YLARK'S Bakery and General Store, 17, Zig Zag Lane. 

LADlES1 NATlVE 

J. J. -Mackenzi_e;Esq.. .. .. . • Rs. 
S. Kitchen, Esq .... -...... , . , , , , 
J, AUan, Esq ................ .. 

FEMALE SCHOOL SOCIETY, 

25 G. Massey, Esq ....... ,........ 16 
20 Dr. J. G. Vos, .. .. .• .• •. .. .. .• 5 
16 A. Cuil'BELL1 Hy. Secy. 

INTALLY NATIVE CHRISTIAN INSTITUTION, 

C. M. C. through G. C. Hay, Esq ........................... Rs. 30 O O 
R. C. for Christian Institution, . . .. . . • . .. .. . . . . .. .. • . • • • • .. • • •• 30 0 0 

DISTRESSED NATIVE CHRISTIANS, 

C. C. through G. C. Hay, Esq ............................. Rs. 16 10 S 
April 27th, 1843. J. WENGER, 

PROTESTANT FUND, 

J, W. Alexander, Esq ........ Rs. 
J. Hawkins, Esq ........... , . , . 
F. Millet, Esq ............... .. 
A. Grant, Esq. . ............. .. 
G. Udny, Esq ............... .. 
J. Muller, E~q ................ . 
Mrs. Ley, ........ •• .... •• , .. . 

50 Capt. Roxburgh, .. .. .. .. ... ... 16 
25 C. Edmonstone, Esq .......... Rs. 10 
32 C. B ......................... 10 
10 S. L. C. thro' G. C. Hay, Esq. . . 30 
10 J. Cameron, Esq. .. .. •• .. .. .. .. 10 
16 C, J. Richards, Esq... •. . . .• .. .. 10 
10 W. R. Wallis, Esq. .. .. .. •• . .. . 10 

THOS. BOAZ, 



JIENF.VOl,F.NT 1NST!TI/Tf0"1, 

T. c. r,:,ln.~nn, F.8r1, • ' .••••• RR. 
W. llracke11, gs,1, , . •, • •,, • •,, • • 
,L Lyall, l~s,1 ...... , .......... .. 
S. F ................. ,, ,, ... . 
J. A. JI. IInwkins, Esq ........ .. 
R. Darlow, E~q .............. .. 
G. U,lny, Esq ................. . 
C. Morley, Esq ............... .. 
John Cowie, Esq . ..... , ....... . 
Mr. King, for January,.,, .•..... 
J. Allun, Esq ................. . 
James Hume, Esq. for Feb • .•.••. 
Mnjor Deilude, ............... . 
'\V. McLeod, Esq ...........• , .. 

l 0 .Tohn Lamb, li:sq ........ , . . R~. 2'· 
10 S. Nicolson, Esc1, :M. D ...... , . . 1r, 
25 W. C. Blar.r1uiere, Esq........... I r, 
10 Rev. J. Parsons, Monghyr, . . . . . . [.i 
16 W. Nichol, Esq .. , ...... ; .. .. . . 11; 
If, R. O'Dowda, Esq ..... ,. .. .. . . .. JO 
lfi T. E. M. Turton, Esq....... •. .. 10 
16 G. U. Adam, Esq,.. ,. , ....... ,. JO 
10 J. S. P. Scott, Esq.............. 1/J 
2 I. B. Swinhoe, Esq. .. . . .. ... .. . 10 

10 T. Bracken, Esc1, ........ , ..... , 10 
I 6 Capt. H. Doveton.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . I I) 
16 Edward Bilder, Esq., , , , .. , .. , . JI) 

10 H. V. Watts, Esq.............. JI) 

W, W. EVANS, S@cy. 

BENGAL AUXILIARY M1sBIONARY SOCIETY, 
Lnclies' Society, ............ Rs. 868 Rev. G. Small, .............. Rs. 6 
A Yankie, .. .. .. .. .. .. ........ 25 S. Leckie, Esq..... ...... .. .. .. JO 
J. Lynll, Esq .......... ,. .. ,. .. 20 Capt. Mackintosh, ...... ,,...... 10 
W. H. Belli, Esq ............ ., 20 Col. Chea.pe, .. .. .. .. •• .. .. .. .. 10 
Capt. G. T. Green, ...... , •.. ,, 20 J. Norman, Esq.... •• . . .. .. .. .. 10 
J.B. Thornhill, Esq............ 16 E. Gray, Esq ........ , . .. . . .• .. 10 
l\'I. Johnston, Esq.............. 16 W. S. Boyd, Esq....... ... ... . . 10 
J. F. M. Reid, Esq......... .. .. 16 A. Hay, Esq....... .... .. .. .. .. 10 
C. Morley, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. • . 16 J. J. Mackenzie, Esq............ 10 
G. Dougal, -Esq .... ••.......... 16 E. Johnson, Esq. .. .. .. • •• .. .. 10 
Dr. Dunlop, .............. ., .. 16 William Nichol, Esq............ 10 
James Hume, Esq ......... ; .. .. 16 W. J. Rampton, Esq............ 8 
W. H. Smoult, Esq ....... .... •• 16 Capt. Warden, .. .• .. .. .. .. .. . . 5 
Dr. Garden, .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. 16 J. Catland, Esq.... .... . .. . ... . . 5 
E. Ryder, Esq. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16 D. M......................... 5 
A. Fraser, Esq. .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 16 ;<. •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 5 
G. C. L. . .......••. , . . . . . . . . 30 Teos. BoAz, Hy. Secy. 

SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY. 
H. S.Lane;Esq ............. Rs. 32 J.M. thro' Mr. G. C. Hay,...... 30 
Capt. Pigott, ...... , . .. .. .. .. .. 10 Capt. Waugh, ............... ,.. 10 

Teos. BoAz, H. ANDREWS, Sees. 

SuBSCB.IPTIONS RECEIVED FOR THE CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN O11sEB.VEB.. 

J. T. Rivaz, Esq. , ........... Rs. 10 Capt. H. Doveton, .......... Rs. 10 
Rev. J. Stubbins, .. ·............ Ii Dr. J. Morice, ................ 10 
J. Owen, Esq. .. . .. .. .. • . .. . .. JO Rev. C. Kruckeberg,............ 6 
Rev. R. DeRodt, .. .. .. . .. .. ... 6 Rev. W. H. Meiklejohn, . . .. .. .. 10 
N. W. Nicoll, Esq. . . . . . . • . . . . . 10 London Missionary Society,...... 10 
J. G. Palmer, Esq.............. 10 J. F. Reid, Esq.. .......... .. .. 10 
R. J. Rose, Esq................ 10 Rev. T. Smith, . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . 6 
G. Udny, Esq. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 10 Rev. J. Campbell, . . .. .. . . .. .. .. 6 
Major D~bude, .. .. . .. . .. ..... • 10 Dr. J. G. Vos, .... .. •• •• .. . • . . 10 
Hon'ble T. Church, . • . . .. .. . . .. 10 

Nicol Mac Nicoll, Esq. 
P. Friel!, Esq. 
G. Udny, Esq. 

Calcutta, April 26, 1843. 

NEW SUBSCRllll!JRS. 

Captain Goodwynee. 
., Doveton. 

Rev. W. Morton. 

HAY, ME1K & Co. 

Agents/or lhe Proprietors of the C. C. Olisen:er, 




