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FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

1. That the Cavcurra CHrisrian OBservER be cstablished on
those evangelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the
16th century were agreed.

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious denomina-
tions, shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to mo-
dify or reject all communications which may appear contrary to the
above Rules.

ERITORIAL NOTICES.

A’s paper on God's Righteousness does not, we regret, come up to the standard
we wish on that great subject. PARVALUS—the sentiment is good, the versification
defective. Both papers are left with our Publishers.

Papers will be acceptable on the following subjects :—1. Christian Doctrines.
2. Christian Duties. 3. Benevolent Societies. 4. Missionary and other Philan-
thropic Exertions. 5. Progress and Promotion of Education, especially on
Christian Principles. 6. Illustrations of the Sacred Scriptures. 7. Translations
of the Bible. 8. Biographical Notices of Eminent Christiaus connected with
Iodia. 9. Biographical Notices of Remarkable Native Characters in ancient and
modern times. 10. Moral Statistics of India. 11. Mangers, Customs, and Super-
stitioos of the Natives. 12. Extracts from the Vedas, Puranas, and Shastras.
13. Native Proverbs. 14. Removal of Impediments to the Conversion and.
Civilization of the Natives, as the Government Countenance of Idolatry, the
Uucbristian Couduct of Europeans, &c. 15. Publications connected with India.
16. Antiquities of India. 17. Geography of India.

FOR SALE. .

A new Edition of the UNION CHAPEL HYMN BOOK, at Messrs. Hay,
Meik and Co. Considerable reduction will be made to congregations or Societies
taking a quantity. ’ -

NEW ARRIVALS.

A Sermon on the CAUSES OF THE NON CONVERSION OF THE

WORLD, translated from the French and printed in London. The profits to be

devoted to the reprint of some other good work, [This is an admirable sermon. ]
Price 1 rupee.

BUYER’'S CHRISTIANITY IN THE EAST, Price 8 annas.

The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meetings will (D, V ) be held on the first Mon--
day in every montb at following places :—

June 5th, at the Circular Road Chapel; }Service to commence at half

July 3rd, at the L4l Bazar Chapel ; past seven o'clock.

August 7th, at the Union Chapel, Dharamtali, o

The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting connected with the London Missionary
Society is held on the evening of the Wedunesday immediately preceding the second
Sabbath of each month. Time of service half past seven o’clock.

The Church Missionary Prayer Meeting will be held (D.V.) at the Old’ Church
Roome, on Tuesday evening, the 6th instant;—gervice to commence at 70 clogk.

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of business
on the third Tuesday in every moath,at g o’clock in the morning. . .

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday in every

montb at the Bible Society’s House, at 9 o’clock in the morning.
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JUNE, 1843.

I.—Notice of Native Christian Literature.

I,.—REVIEW OF NATIVE HYMNOLOGY.

Having been frequently requested to notice in the pages of
the Calcutia Christian Observer, the native Christian litera-
ture extant in the Bengili language, I seize the first moments
of leisure froin other more immediately pressing engagements
to comply with the wishes of my brethren. The object of such
notice is threefold—Ist, to furnish those engaged in the great
Missionary enterprize, especially such as have but rvecently
entered the field of labour, with a guide in the selection and
employment of the materials already prepared for their use, in
the conduct both of their studies and their exertions. 2dly, to
apply the tests of just and candid criticism to the existing
Native Christian literature, with a view to determine its real
character, literary and theological, but especially the former,
which is chiefly in question ; and 3rdly, by exposing the actual
deficiency, to inducc a larger measure of supply by those anxious
to forward the great interests of evangelization, and qualified
to furnish the rcquired amount of proper nourishment to the
Native Christian mind.

Passing by, for thc present, the existing versions of the
Scriptures in Bengéli, but with the intention of taking up their
consideration at a proper season, and when physically move
competent to the task, 1 shall commence with what is at least
next, if not in some measure cqual, in importance, the native
Christian hymnology.

From the very earliest times and in the rudest conditions of
socicty, music and song have united their influsuce in forming
the minds and habits and characters of nations.  The natural
charm of poetical numbers, aided by the harmony of vocal or
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306 Notice of Native Christian Literature. [Jung,

instrumental sounds, has ever been exceedingly powerful in
giving impression to iustructive sentiment, and force to
appeals addressed to the passions of mankind. Men feel long
before they reason. The grand and striking objects of
naturc, too, the cloud-capt mountain, the foaming torrent,
the flowing strean, the waving forest, the flash of the lightning
and the thunder’sroar; the ceascless agitation of the ocean, its
foaming surges dashing upon the strand or struggling among
the opposing rocks; thenotes of the woodland bird, the trees,
the fruits, the flowers—these and a thousand other objects ad-
dressing the early senses of mankind and touching the mysteri-
ous chords that thence vibrate to the heart, associated with min-
strelsy, have awakeued sentiments and stimulated passions,
whosc oft repeated impulse has given a settled character to a
people ; a character which long ages of after effort have hardly
availed to change or materially to modify. The hunter’s glee,
the warrior’s song of defiance, of victory or lament, the mother’s
lullaby; the mourner’s keen—these have preceded in their in-
fluence the enactments of law, the lessons of art, the teachings of
the moralist ; have resisted or aided their impression, have utterly
blunted or given immeasurable power to their intention. The
popular ballad has been heard with delight from the cradle, sung
with rapture throngh every stage of life; and listened to or re-
peated even by palsied and nerveless age, awakens all the long,
long memories of the past, softening, soothing, touching to the
quick and moving beyond almost any other power in nature ;
operating through a thousand associations of every varied cha-
racter, that have < grown with men’s growth and strengthened
with their strength.” It was not without much of good sense
and force therefore, that a shrewd observer of human nature
averred ““he cared not who had the making of the laws of any
people, if only he had the writing of their ballads.”
Religion, true or false, divinely taught or self-derived, has
uniformly associated its dogmas, its fears, its hopes, its
lamentations, its aspirations, with the mixed melody of music
and poetry. The history of every nation on earth attests the
correctness of this assertion. From the rude verse and simple
melody of the child of nature, to the polished numbers and
claborate harmony of the scientific inhabitauts of modern
cities, and through every intervening modification, man .has
poured forth in rhythmic song to the god of his adoration,
his fear or his devotion, the feelings by which he has been
actuated, the emotions under which he has laboured. The
timbrel of Miriam, the lyre of Orpheus, the harp of the
sweet Psalmist of Israel are in proof; and the traveller in dis-
tant regions has confirmed the fact from the usages of people
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of every clime and period, of every family and tongue. Among
Christians  Psalmody forms a large, important and delight-
ful part of all religious exercises, private as well as social.
Nothing so sweet, so affecting, so soothing or so elevating,
so consolatory or so stimulating, as sacred song: in no way
can the feelings of the Christian heart, under all the various
changes of interior or cxterior condition, so naturally or so
cffectively express themselves. In hymns the soul pours out
by turns its penitential sighings, its grateful praise, its warm-
ing love, its rising hope, its glowing zeal, its ardent aspirations
to God and the Saviour. 'Thé senses unite with the under-
standing, in the sacred exercise; the imagination commands
the images of nature to do homage to the object of the soul’s
adoration ;' and music and rhythim unite their mysterious powers
to aid the heart in communing with its God. Nay, even such
as are unmoved by theé cold appeals of prosaic argument or ad-
dress, are often powerfully stirred by the impassioned chantings
of the anthem and the hymn poured by united voices in holy
harmony ; yes, not 0111y so, and when accompamed with the
solemn organ pealing its notes of mysterious power beneath
the fretted roof of the Cathedral, but even when merely sung
with feeling "and pathos by a simple Christian’s voice or ut-
tered in an infant’s lispings.

But, to omit further introductory remark—for we have
nelther space nor time for enlargement upon a truth so fully
established, and indeed so umvers.tl]y admitted at least, if
not as matmely weighed in its consequences—aud to come at
once to the field which we ourselves occupy : India has shewn in
allits domestic history that its multitudinous and varied popula-
tion, from ecarliest times, have employed poctical measures,
accompanied by both vocal and instrumental music, in the rites
of their religion. Nay, scarcely have they any literature that
is not dressed in the garb of poetry. Not only their popular
songs and ballads, their ordinary tales and fables, but-even
their very laws themselves and the whole immense series of
their sacred books, their hymus, rituals and prayers are con-
ceived in verse: it may almost be said they have no prose
composition, at least none of very early date or of considerable
lengtll or popularity. A European would smile to learn for the
first time, what is yet fact, that all India’s science as well as
law and theology; its astronomy, its medicine, its logic, its
philosophy, nay its grammars and its dictionaries, are all in
verse! Among such a people it may well be supposed that
poetly has great and universal acceptance, a large and abid-
ing influence : and such is indeed the fact. A caste or class
of the population is almost wholly occupied in composing and
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reciting legendary poems in honour of its monstrous deities,
or in praise of its demigods and herocs, and that always with
the accompaniment of vocal and instrumental music. Their
popular songs and ballads also are numerous, and are always
associated with mythic legends, if not identical therewith. That
these are, therefore, not such as can either elevate the mind
or purify the heart, or cultivate the affections, awaken rational
devotion, or move to generous and holy deeds, the whole frame
and texture of their abhorrent theology forbids to expect. In
truth, obscenity the most gross, cruelty the most terrific, and
puerility the most astounding, being of the essence of Hindu
religion, the poems and songs current among its votaries are
of the most impure and debasing character, of a description too
vile for detailed exhibition. These are learned from child-
hood, heard and sung on every festive occasion, and exercise
the most powerful influence on the intellects, the consciences,
the hearts, the habits of the whole people ; stultifying, stupifying,
corrupting and demoralizing to an extent unimagined and al-
most unparalleled ; which to be appreciated must be witnessed,
not by mere casual observers of the surface of their ceremo-
nials and public official demeanour, but by those who go into
the detail of their private and social lives, their interior senti-
ments, their fixed belief and characters.

Now, that it is highly desirable, nay indispensable, to intro-
duce among native converts gathered from such a people espe-
cially, and as quickly as may be, Christian substitutes for those
pagan and idolatrous and 1mmoral songs to which they have
been habituated, none can hesitate to allow. How far and
with what success this object has been pursued we have next
to consider. _

The Serampore Missionaries, those undying men, who now
indeed, “ rest from their labours, but whose works yet and
will for ever follow them,” were early awake not only to the
general expedience, but to the special necessity in the case of
Hindu converts, of supplying their neophytes with Christian
¢ psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with which to make
melody in their hearts and with their voices unto the Lord”
and aid their individual and the common devotlona supplying as
well the means of public praise as of closet exercise.

The first contributions to Christian psalmody I have no
means of determining : these were probably compositions of
the earliest converts, and would circulate for a time in manu-
script, or be printed in small numbers as they accumulat(’ad).
But the first regular Book of hymns printed in the Bengili,
issued from the Serampore press in the year 1818. It was
intituled ¢ fa® QBT TLANCT (517 as; or ¢ Hymns to be sung
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in the Church of Jesus Christ.” It was in three parts: the first,
hymns in English metres ; the sccond, compositions of the Mis-
sionary Chamberlain 3 the third, IIymns in Native Bengali
metres ; the whole forming a considerable volume in 18mo. The
first part, which is the smallest, contains only 20 hymns in
24 pages, the second includes 155 hymns in 161 pages, the
third 127 hymns in 90 pages; oraltogether 301 hymns, in 275
pages. Of those in the first part, by the annexed initials it ap-
pears nine were the composition of Carey, nine of Marshman,
one of Thomas, and one of Ward ; these are all in English
measures. The third part includes only the compositions of an
early convert, Kingdli, all in native measures. Mr. Cham-
berlain’s include hymns both in English and native metres.

The next considerable book of hymns was published at the
Church Mission Press, by the Rev. T. Reichardt ; some com-
posed in mixed metres by the united labour of his Pandit and
himself ; but including also many of Kingili’s and others.
I have at hand only the second edition in 1835. The first was
in 1828, I think. It contains in 243 pages 145 hymmns in
English, 103 in native measures. A third edition is enlarged
to 157 in English with 138 in native measures.

In 1829, the Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Society,
published a collection of Bengali Hymns in mixed European
and native measures, containing 157 compositions in 132 pages,
and taken chiefly from the foregoing.

Several editious, at least four I believe, have been published
by that Society, of a yet smaller selection containing in 40
pages 49 hymms.

It appears, then, that there is already a considerable amount
of Christian hymnology, of which the quality shall now be
candidly stated, according to the best judgment of the writer,
who has, he can conscientiously assert, no other feeling what-
ever in the matter than a most earnest concern for the advance
of Christian knowledge and piety, and the growing edification
of native believers in the faith and love of the gospel.

Of the European hymnists above named, Mr. Chamberlain
is immeasurably superior to all the rest. That active and
zealous Missionary had made native metrical composition his
study, and by practice had attained to a considerable degree of
neatness and expertness in Bengill versification, especially
in employing the native measures, which are both best adapted
to the language, and more easily susceptive of the corrections of
intelligent natives. To excel in metrical composition, however,
especially in the employment of a forcign language, is not
of easy attainment. If Horace’s adage be true, that * Poeta
nascitur non fit,”” a poct must be born such; and that
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destitute of a naturally poctical taste and temperament, no
coursc of educational training can form any man to poetical emi-
nence, it must be no small praise to have been able by diligent
study and effort to arrive at even such a measure of moderate
cxcellence as we have ascribed to Mr. Chamberlain. His bio-
grapher Dr. Yates thus speaks, of him in relation to our present
subject.—* By a happy mixture of exercise with study, he
soon overcame the difficulties of the language, and in about
one yvear was able to preach the gospel with confidence. But
he did not stop here; he was not satisfied with being able to
read the best authors, to understand and be understood in con-
versation, to speak on public occasions and to compose in
common prose; but knowing how much the natives admire
poetry, and that anything in a poetical dress is doubly interest-
ing to them because the shastras which they venerate are thus
adorned, he applied himself diligently to the study of their
poetical works, and soon made such attainments in this more
difficult branch of literature, as to be able to compose hymns
and other religious pieces in various metres: many of his
hymns are sung by the native Christians with pleasure, and
though capable in many instances of a higher polish, will still
be sung with delight by those, &c.” This testimony is true.
Mr. Chamberlain’s hymns in Englisk metres are greatly inferior
to those in native measures, and for obvious reasons ; still are
they immeasurably superior to the similar productions of all
other European writers hitherto. Indeed, were one to judge
only from the proofs afforded by their productions themselves,
one would not hesitate to conclude these writers to have been
wholly unacquainted with even the first principles of native
metrical composition, scarcely a solitary item of which they do
not almost syslematically violate, and that without betraying
the least apparent consciousness of the fact! To verify this
assertion, as well as to illustrate the subject generally, one or
two particulars may be noticed.

It is, then, a fundamental peculiarity in Bengili poetry, with
rare exceptions to be viewed in the light of those poetical
licenses similarly allowed in all languages, that not only at the
close of every metrical line but throughout it, words which in
spoken prose terminate in close consonants, become open ; i. e
they sound the inherent vowel which in prose was quiescent.
Thus, man, karan, dr, kdl, so ordinarily uttercd, become in poetry
mana, karana, dra, kdla, and so on. This rule is universal, and
extends not only to names and other words in which the final ¢
is original though quiescent, but even to ferminations and to
special words in which the final consonant is essentially close—
as Karilen, dmdr, ekhan, &c. which in metre become Karilena,
damdra, ekhana, &c.
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Again, the closing syllable of the poetical line it is, consisting
of consonant and vowel as we should express it, which forms the
rhyme, and not the vowel only. Innative grammar the vowe! is,
in fact, no letter ; the consonant of which it is the necessary
adjunct in utterance, is deemed the letfer, the yowel employed
in enunciating which is but its breathing ; thus, ka, ke, ki, ko,
ku, kau, &c. are but so many ekhyara or letlers, not syllables.
A consequence from which principle is, that a rhyme requires
corresponding lelters, not merely vowels: so that whereas me
and thee, eye and sigh, for instance, would be good rhymes in
English verse, the Bengili would require the m, s, &c. as well as
the e and i. Such false rhymes, therefore, frequent in some
Anglo-Bengili compositions; as ke and fe, hi and mi, and the
like, are altogether foreign to native usage and most barbarous
to native ears and taste.

Nay, although in mediocre poetry the final syllable or open
consonant alone is deemed a good and sufficient rhyme, not so
in the best and purest composition3. Poets of real ability and
taste, accomplished in their art, pay great attention to the
vowel preceding the final consonant as well ; thus aele and dla
are not perfect thymes in the higher poetry, which in strict-
ness requires alz or 4la in both the corresponding lines : so ila
and ate, dma and ema, are not deemed pure rhymes ; ifa should
be followed by ifa, and dma by dma, and so on. Less pure
rhymes should ever be sparingly employed.

Without proceeding into further detail, I observe hereupon,
Ist, That those Europeans who have attempted metrical compo-
sition in Bengéli, Mr. Chamberlain alone excepted, have either
wholly or to a great extent overlooked the above fundamental
rules of metrical composition, and not only abound with the
most cacophonous and barbarous rhymes, if rhymes they may
be said to be, such as we have above specified and even worse,
but take license, over and above the neglect of the consonant,
when employing ke and ne, fe and be, as syllables respectively,
even to use vowels which do not correspond, such as e and
i; nay to give ja and sha, ra and ra, chha and sa, ya and i, na
and ma, as poetical juktdkyar or poetical rhymes! Such versi-
fication, even if it possessed the higher requisites of poetry,
fancy, imagination, vividuess of conception, or force of ex-
pression in the composition, would never meet with acceptance
from native ears however rude and uninformed. 2dly, This
constant attention to thefinal vowel gives to BengAli verse alarge
portion of its sweetness and case, in which charvacters it makes
even a near approach to the melodious Italian of Europe ;
whereas the neglect of this rule, which we have noticed above,
renders most Anglo-Bengili poetry harsh, rugged and unmusical
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—wanting in that mellifluous flow which the abundance of
vowels gives il in pure native compositions, and without which
the finest thoughts must lose very much of that power to im-
press which the charm of harmonious and musical utterance
bestows. Compare, e. g. the following line as found in a hymn
of Dr. Carey’s in English metre, and as a native "would pro-
nounce it in his vernacular measure—

Original verse—mor antar galit hauk
Correcter utterance—mora auntara galita haiika.

There is, as already observed, a remarkable disparity be-
tween the hymns in English and those in Bengili metres, of the
same writer, Chamberlain, the latter being much superior
as compositions to the former. To account for this I shall here
draw attention to a point of much moment, namely, a cha-
racteristic difference in the two languages. The English abounds
in monosyllables, not only in the inferior classes of words, ad-
verbs, prepositions, &c. but in every part of speech, nouns,
verbs, adjectives, &c.; whereas the Bengali has comparatively
few monosyllabic terms of any class ; and they, as we have seen,
become dissyllabic in verse, by the enunciation of the included
final vowel which in prose is usually (though not always)
silent. Consequently, in English many ideas may be expressed
in few words—or, as we should more properly say in this in-
stance, few syllables ;—and thence that language admits of and
abounds in very short poetical measures. Thus that well
known hymn of Dr. Watts’s—

‘ Come ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord,
‘While ye surround the throne’—

contains in four lines, including twenty-four words, only (wo
dissyllables, all the rest, or 11-12ths of the whole being mono-
syllables. To express the same ideas in Bengali, in any thing
approaching the same number of lines, would be impossible
even with the use of our longest metre—as any one may rea-
dily satisfy himself who will make the trial—and even adopting
the expedient which we have already scen %as been employed,
of preserving consonants close which ought to be always open.
Try the above in a literal rendering—

¢ Aisa he, Prabhuke prem kara je tomra,
Ar tomirder je chittinanda, se prakish haiik ;
Tomra sinhdsaner nikate giyd danraiya
Bbhala mate ekjukti haiya git gén kario.’
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Here the twenty-four syllables of the original are expanded
to fifty-six, and if the consonants be open, to sixty-five, or
nearly three times as many! To translate an English hymn,
therefore, into Bengali, fuithfully and with anything like pro-
priety or elegance, will require on an average between twice
and thrice the number of verses in the original.

As a proof we give Dr. Carey’s version of ¢ Salvation! O
the joyful sound !’ with a literal translation :

* Taran 4nandadéyak rab !
Mor karpe b4jan je,
Samasta pirar pratikar
O tréser nashak se.
Pép andhakire dubiya
Parilim narke priy;
Anugrahete utthit hai
Dekhite sukb akhyay.
Trén jibanddyak shabda jauk
Sarbba prithibite ;
Swargiya lok o jena sab
Tanmat gén kare.”

Literal Rendering.

*Redeem ! a pleasure-giving sound,
Which is in my ears a musical chime ;
Of every pain a remedy
And of fear a destroyer it is.
In the darkness of sin plunged,
I had fallen almost into hell ;
By favour I am raised up
To see a pleasure unwasting.
Salvation! life-giving sound ! let it go
Through all the earth;
May all heavenly beings also
In like manner utter songs !’

Here is only the same number of verses indeed, but by what
expedients ! 1st, by keeping all the final consonants close, and so
destroying the sweetness and harmony of the versification ;
2dly, by wholly omitting such terms as ¢ sovereign, cordial,
sorrow, dark, divine, spacious, arouud, conspire, raise’—or
substituting tamer and more prosaic ones for others, such as
‘light, heavenly, echo, fly, armies, sky,’—and so destroying
all those touches of the poetical, those graces of imagination
which are of the very essence of true poetry, and without which
it is but plain prose, deprived of the correcter prosaic order and
completeness : all this, too, in three short verses!

Yet it is freely admitted that the task was herculean, which

VOL. 1V. 2a



314 Notice of Native Christian Literature. (June,

had been undertaken, to bend a polysyllabic language of har-
monious thythm to the metrical forms of a somewhat harsh and
largely monosyllabic one.

Mr. Chamberlain, having made himself better acquainted
with the native metrical system and the poetical capabilities of
the language, and having evidently both more taste and a truer
ear, has rendered even English-metre hymns far more pleas-
ing than others who have made similar attempts; but still,
much of all that we have animadverted upon it was impossible
to avoid. Nor was the influence of kabit thrown aside in con-
structing even his native metres, in which he allows himself in
licences utterly unexampled and unauthorized in the native
poetry. Still he has many pleasing hymns that will no doubt
long continue to be sung with pleasure and profit by the native
Christians ; just as many English hymns, whose poetical merits
are small, in some cases of the lowest description, are yet, from
habit and association, as well as from the devotional thoughts
they contain, much in use amongst ourselves, and preferred by
the less imaginative even to far finer compositions. They have
got possession of the churches—and possession, we know, is
nine points of the law and of the gospel too, it seems,

The chief difficulty with regard to native metres is, that
—1st, very few Missionaries appear hitherto to have studied
them ; 2dly and chiefly, that the native tunes to which they are
adapted are liable to much objection, both as little accordant
with the principles of true harmony, and as bringing up nume-
rous heathen associations of the very worst character to the
mind. English song tunes adapted to sacred subjects have
been deemed objectionable for the same reason ; although the
associations connected with these are of a very inoffensive
nature indeed compared with those revived by Hindu song
tunes, all idolatrous and all constantly employed in musical
recitations of the vilest and most abominable description. It
should seemn, then, every way desirable, especially considering
the avowedly low condition in spirituality of our. converts,
that every thing at all calculated to weaken the power. of the
pure and elevating truths, principles and motives of Christi-
anity, should be removed from among them. I do not, how-
ever, advocate the substitution of English tunes, which though
easy to us are difficult, as long experience has proved, to the
natives, because so wholly varying in character from their own.
Theirs, again, are not wmerely difficult to us but, as already
remarked, are far from melodious in themselves or consistent
with the priuciples of natural harmony. A medium might.be
taken, both by naturalizing amongst the native churches some
few English tunes less remote in style from their own, and-by
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procuring the composition of others adapted to nalive metres ;
which, retaining all that is retainable of the native system, and
partaking of its general character, but free from all impure
and vain associations, would prove harmonious alike to themn
and to us, and enable the Missionaries to take the lead, as
they ought, in this equally importaut and delightful part of
our sacred exercises.

The hymns!of the convert Kéngili are all in his native metres ;
but as this, we believe, very excellent native Christian, though
possessed of good natural parts, was yet far from being an edu-
cated man, it was not to be expected that his poems should
exhibit many characters of superior excellence ; many of them
are, notwithstanding, respecrable, pleasing both in thought and
expression ; they are, however, for the most part somewhat rude
and unpolished, such as might be looked for from a man of
small education and moderate powers of mind, with little if
any of a poetical taste or imaginative temperament, but accus-
tomed to the recital of his country songs, and moved by deep
Christian feeling to express himself in verse, which to a native
of India is ever the form best calculated-to win and impress. Still,
his hymns are but poor in thought, generally, little varied in
purport, usually turning upon the love and grace of the Saviour,
in extolling whom, the all-gracious God, our Father and His,
is'almost wholly overlooked! There is a tedious monotony
of sentiment withal, which seldom enters into the deep experi-
ence of the redeemed soul through all the workings of its varied
thoughts and feelings. Yet are his verses very greatly supe-
rior to those of his European imitators, whose original hymns,
those of Mr. Chamberlain excepted, are bald and meagre in
the extreme, destitute alike of grace and force, and so swarm-
ing with all the defects already referred to, that it would real-
ly be difficult to select a dozen even tolerable ones from amongst
them all. Nor is this to be wondered at. What more prepos-
terous than that a man without one particle, it may be, of poeti-
cal talent, whose whole temperament is unimaginative and
prosaic, slenderly furnished also, perhaps, with knowledge of
native versification, and who never even attempted to compose
a single line of poetry in his mother-tongue, should yet essay
the arduous task of rhythmic composition in a foreign one, so
peculiar and difficult as the Bengili! attempting this, too, in
the very teeth of all native rules, and against the eutire grain
and structure of the language ! Suchis yet the fact of the case.
In those hymns in Mr. Reichardt’s volume and others, which
are in nalive metres, there is a less amount of faultiness, indeed,
than in the rest; no doubt because in those they had theassistance

222
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of their pandits ; the original sin, however, runs through them
all. and shews itself in almost every verse*,

In conclusion, it must have plainly appeared to our readers
that we are very poorly supplied as yet with Native Christian
hymnology, and that the psalmody in our Native churches is
therefore in the very lowest condition, generally. I say gene-
rally, because here and there, where the Missionary possesses
somewhat more of both ear and taste than falls to the share of
all, very patient efforts have been made, with more or less of still
moderate success, for its improvement. Sound not melody is the
rule; the reverse is the exception. Frequently has the writer
been compelled to put his fingers in his ears to prevent the
distraction of a head-ache from the uproar and storm of
sound, a mixed sound of shrill and lung-tearing screams with all
imaginary modifications of the most discordant noises ; and this
was called singing a hymn! This may be accounted for:
the natives live almost entirely in the open air ; their language
demands a clear and full utterance ; the accompaniments are nu-
merous noisy wind-instruments, equivalent to the worst forms of
Scotch bag-pipes, with drums of every shape and size, cymbals,
clapping of the hands and so forth, which would completely
drown the human voice if not raised to its highest pitch—these
causes, together with an entire disregard of all gradual rise and
fall in the native tunes, which often start all at once from the
hoarsest base key to the highest reach of the voice, and the total
want of harmony in the native musical system, which consists in
simple melody alone, its almost only excellence being a strict re-
gard to time, have led to that practice of thundering sound mis-
called “ singing®’ so prevalent in these parts of India. ButChris-
tianity ought to improve the taste while it elevates the under-
standing ; should refine the pleasures of sense at the same time
that it sanctifies the affections ; and till it does, we shall assuredly
not see our native Christian churches putting on the proper
character of beauty, holiness and strength exhibited in other
quarters of the Missionary field.

The natives of India are all passionately fond of poetry and
music. A poetical tract has always far more acceptance than
any other, to which fact too little attention has as yet been
paid; and when they can hardly be gathered for any other
exercise, they can be made to assemble for singing. How

* Mr, R.'s volume is a compilation ; it includes with his own, many of
Kingali's and Chamberlain’s hymns. 8o also does the Tract Society’s
collection, in which as in Mr. R.’s, the borrowed hymns are much and often
injuriously altered, to tbe great annoyance, I understand, of Kangili's
surviving relatives. Indeed the last volume swarms with errors.
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important, then, to direct and cultivate such a propensity !
and to turn it to the advantage of truth, holiness and peace !
Let us hope, that the facts above candidly stated being well
considered, efforts more extended and sustained than hitherto,
will be made to improve both the hymnology and psalmody
of our native churches.

As might be anticipated there are faults of various kinds in
the hymns of Kéngili and other native Christians incident to
them as Asiatics and Hindus. There is e. g. too much tenden-
cy to extreme use of similitude and other rhetorical figures;
such phrases as the following, sparingly used, are not un-
pleasing and without effect—* Christ raises his flag of mercy.’
‘ Let not the heart be drowned in the deep well of worldly
delights.” ¢ Let us take Christ as our steersman to carry
us across the sea of time and the world.> ¢ His words are
the Nectar of immortality ; His grace is a thought-jewel” (or
mystic gem which puts its possessor in the enjoyment of every
thing at will.) ¢ Christ calls out to you from the ghit (or
ferry place) of the river of salvation,” &c.

But when too frequent or too detailed, they are felt to be
in bad taste and to associate ill with the deep solemnity and
elevated strength of Christian sentiment. Who can approve
such puerilities as these—

When the storm arises, embark in Christ the Ferry-boat
of heaven.’

¢ He, Christ, has arrived at the principal ghit, (or landing
place), having brought his vessel of love to anchor there—he asks
no money-fee for the transport, but carries across (to salvation)
on the sole consideration of devotion to himself as your Lord.
In his forbearance, He has hoisted his sail ; faithful mercy
is his oar: the Lord himself is at the helm; lo! the boat is
about to sail, with a favourable wind !

¢ The name of Jesus Christ is our ferry-boat, the Holy Spirit
the helmsman; then be not in distress with alarms; you will
soon be across (the ocean of life).’

¢ O Holy Spirit! exercising mercy, bringing with thee the
water of conviction, take up thy abode in the lotus-flowers of
our hearts; water them with the excellent love of the Re-
deemer, and so giving birth to love in us, fulfil our desires.’

¢ Jesus ! thou art a sea of love; I am a poor tortoise dwelling
in thy waters’—and so on.

Again—there are exaggerations not in keeping either with
truth or with chaste and solemn Christian sentiment ; too much
in the usual sickly style of oriental bombast. Such as—

¢ He (Christ) raised hundreds of dead and gave sight to crowds
of blind persons,” &c. € He is an ocean of love and the like.’
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<If you lay hold on the foot of Christ, you will find the
ocean of this world but as a cow’s small foot-mark full of
water, which you can easily cross.’

¢ What love Jesus shewed! Coming into the world, he was
ever violently agitated and palpitating with love ; tears flowed
constantly from his eyes.’” This of the deep-feeling, but ever
self-possessed and tranquil Saviour !

Lastly, there is a large sprinkling of terms conveying or
associating with many Heathen notions; the four objects of
human life, for instance, recognized as the result of Christian
grace, carry the mind back to the Hindu aim at sensual pleasure,
wealth, meritorious exercises of almsgiving, asceticism, &c. end-
ing in aebsorption into the divine essence !

So M4iya or delusion, unreality ; asir or unsubstantial and
wholly worthless, and therefore abandoned ; are not terms to be
applied by a Christian to the wonderful works of God, to the
duties of life, or the relations of parent, husband, child, &c. nor
should he assert that no ¢ one is any thing to another, or that
it is a perfect self-delusion to call any thing mine or thine,” and
so on. This is Hindu notion, but not either true or Christian.

Nor does one like such phrases constantly recurring, in
close imitation of idolatrous and sycophantic usages, as ¢ laying
hold of the Saviour’s feet,” “ reposing in the shadow of his foot,’
¢ bring the shadow of thy foot over a poor sinner;’ phrases
which, though harmless in the intention of the writer perhaps, yet
encourage associations with heathen motions and belief, and
rather indicate a want of clear and sober views of Christian
truth. So—* Thou art sekaler Sdr,” the essential reality of all
things, &c. <1 esteem thy foot as the real substance,” combining
both these objectionable forms of expression. Again—¢ Why hast
thou bound me fast in the net of delusion ?’ ¢ By meditating
on the foot of Jesus salvation is obtained,” and so forth; all
these savour altogether of the Hindu system of fulsome flattery,
of words without a heart, external services, image-worship,
prostrations, reverence of priestly persons, &c. From all such
our Christian hymn-books should be thoroughly purged and
at once.

I subjoin three specimens of hymns in which, while pre-
serving as closely as possible the sentiment in its original
dress, I have exactly imitated the native measures; which
will enable my readers to appreciate something of the cha-
racter of the best of these compositions, generally ; and of
the nature and construction of the indigenous metrical system:
The first is by Kangali, the others by authors unknown; they
are taken from the Tract Society’s collection.



1843.] Nbotice of Native Christian Literature. 319

1. Remember the dying Jesus.

Chorus (repeated at the close of each verse.)
Forget not, O! my soul, the Man
‘Who, the lost from woe to save,
His own life yielded to the grave!

1 Jesus forget no more,
Thy sins who patient bore ;
Him thy true all esteem, my eoul ! believing.

2 Each other hope forsake,
Him thy sole Saviour take,
His precious love into thy heart receiving.

3 Sweet grace and mercy, see !
Unlimited and free,
Bought with his blood flow down, thy fears relieving.

4 Him, then, in songs proclaim ;
Hymn ye the Saviour's name,
‘Who o’er death’s flood shall bear each soul believing.
Chorus. Forget not, O ! my soul, the Man, &c.

2. Abiding in the love of Christ.

Chorus. Give to the Saviour Jesus love for love ;
Dear friends ! forget Him not.

1 From pitying love to man who left celestial bliss on high,
And willing drank the sinner’s cup of pain and agony,
Him, Christian brothers, sisters, all !
Oft to your grateful thoughts recal,
And, with one common impulse, fall
Before his blessed feet !
O friends ! forget Him not.

2 Remember how from woe have ye by his shed blood been bought,
And aye with thankful hearts extol the wonders he has wrought
Christ’s dying virtue is complete !
Justice and Iove in Jesus meet;
In him eternal joy’s fix’d seat,
‘Whose mercy binds the heart.
Then, friends! forget Him not.

3 Come ye, too, to the source of bliss, who never came before ;
8o shall all fear and grief depart and vex your souls no more:
The loving Saviour’s pardoning smile
Shall glad your hearts, your woe beguile,
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Nor let it e’er return ; then while
With sweet hope ye rejoice,
Dear friends ! forget Him not !

4 To him who gave his sacred life your souls for God to win,
Give love for love, and grow like Him in conquering pardon’d sin.
Sweet is the sense of love like this,
And high and sacred is the bliss
Of him who tastes it—yea ’tis his
To own its holiest power—
Then, friends, forget Him not!

3. Jesus Christ the Saviour.

Chorus. Come let us go to Jesus, hasten quick away ;
Lo! hell's dark tempest lowers, it falls if we delay !

1 To save poor sinful man,
From earth to heaven he ran ;
Sweet mercy mov'd, nor aught his eager haste could stay.

2 Life-giving waters flow
From him,—then, sinners, go—
And for the healing stream with humble patience pray.

3 To-day, to-morrow, lo !
In darkness and in woe ‘
Ye move along, nor mid the gloom can find one cheering ray.

4 He died that ye might live ;
And who to Jesus give
Their willing hearts in faith, triumph o’er death’s decay.

5 Jesus alone has power
To save in life’s last hour ;
‘What hosts to him have fled, and oh ! how blest were they!

Chorus. Come let us go to Jesus, hasten quick away ;
Lo ! hell’s dark tempest lowers, it falls if we delay !

I shall close with a verse of Kingéli’s containing a sentiment
at once just and striking :—

““ See ! how we poor mortals, void of understanding, refuse
to take any trouble or undergo any labour for immortal delights,
while yet for temporary satisfactions and worldly wealth, we are
ready even to endure much, reflecting not what will be the
issue of all.”’

W. M.
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IL.—Thouyhts on the limited success of Protestant Missions
in India.

[Second Paper.]

The writer of a previous paper bearing this title threw out an in-
timation that it might perhaps be followed by another on the same
subject. This could more easily be done with effect, were it possible
to divine to what extent those remarks were noticed, and the kind
of feelings, if any, which they excited. It is possible, but it is hoped
scarcely probable, that in the view of some, the writer may have ap-
peared in the unamiable light of an ‘“ accuser of the brethren’”’—or at
least in the equivocal one of a prophet of evil ;—the dismal sound of
whose voice, if listened to, was more likely to dishearten and dismay,
than to encourage and animate. An apprehension of this would ef-
fectually deter from a fulfilment of the original purpose, were it not
remembered that with true and noble hearts, few things have more
power to excite to increased exertion, than a view of the inadequacy
and unworthiness of past endeavours for the accomplishment of a worthy
object. Should any have come to the conclusion that the tone of those
remarks was alfogether exaggerated, and consider that we have
hitherto been neither lax in discipline, injudicious nor feeble in
action, nor deficient in success, it may be well for such to ponder the
explanation which the philosophical Thucydides gives of the difference
between the conduct of his fellow-citizens and that of the Corinthi-
ans, who after a drawn battle erected the standard of victory, while
the Athenians retired mournfully to their camp. As nearly as memory
will serve, it is to the effect that ‘ the Corinthians considered themselves
conquerors unless they were beaten, while the Athenians regarded
themselves beaten unless they were conquerors.” .

No one will dispute that it is a matter of thankfulness that we have
not been fairly driven from the field. It undoubtedly behoves us to
bless God for this, after the example of a pious Missionary who, deem-
ing it imprudent to venture into a heathen . city to preach the Gospel,
blessed God for the privilege of being allowed to live in his own hired
house in the neighbourhood. To be contented however with this, unless
it be made quite clear that any thing further is impracticable, would
argue a spirit which we could hardly characterise as Missionary. To
designate it success, would it not be a perversion of language, such as
could only result from a misconception of its force and meaning ?

It has not escaped notice that frequently, when this subject is
approached, an allusion more or- less direct is made to the hitherto
unsatisfactory results of Missionary labar in India, but generally with a
view to soften it down, by attempting to explain the cause and thus to
allay the feeling of discontent and disquietude which it is calculated to
excite. In a recent notice of ‘* the state of Missions gathered from
different Missionary societies,” the following occurs :—** That there are
ditficulties and trials referred to in these reports it were idle and silly to
deny, bLut they are only such as are natural to the present state of
things.” In which it is not clear whether by °‘the present state of

VOL. IV. 2R
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things,”” the writer means, the state of the world and men in general, as
fallen and imperfect, or the present state of protestant Missions in India.
If the former be the meaning, it is concluded, that, in the writer's es-
teem, to expect or aim at any thing different at any future time would
be unreasonable. If, as is more probable, the latter be intended, it
may be very true, but can hardly be admitted as a satisfactory expla-
nation of the phenomenon, as it is only equivalent to saying that the
present state of things is natural to the present state of things. There
then follows a statement of two or three of the circumstances con-
stituting the trials and difficulties alluded to, in which very grave mat-
ters are discoursed of with an ease and familiarity indicating too clearly
that they are neither new nor uncommon. * The occasional falling
awav of a convert,—the weakness of others,—the want of cordial
unanimity amongst all that wish well to India,—the failure here and
there of apparently wise and good scheimes:’ then, as usual, follows
by way of, or instead of, explanation, ‘* these all might be expected.”

It is well known that a laudable desire to prevent a feeling of des-
pondency, will sometimes lead the subject of it, and through his in-
fluence, others with him, into a habit of optimism, which unless checked,
will terminate in a species of infatuation of the most dangerous kind.
From the various accounts of the recent transactions in Afghanistan,
which during the past year have called forth into such painful exer-
cise the deepest sympathies of every feeling heart, it would seem that
those dreadfal disasters are mainly attributable to the operation of this
cause. If instead of a timid unwillingness to heed the numerous
warnings given of the impending calamity, there had been a vigilant
and manful investigation of them and a timely application of available
remedies, in all probability the historian of British India would have
been spared the heart-sickening recital of that most bloody tragedy.
Though no such physical horrors need be apprehended as the catastro-
phe to the spiritnal contest now waging in India, yet the consequences
depending on it are of infinitelv greater moment, and any want of
vigilance reeulting from too favourable a view of our position, by giving
our experienced and watchful enemy an advantage, will doubtless issue
in the wrretrievable ruin of immortal souls.

But there are not wanting even more unequivocal indications, that
the idea of the comparative failure of Protestant Missions in India is
becoming familiarised to the minds of Christian men, as that of their
complete failure has long been the taunt of the Infidel. It were to be
wished however that the results of this conviction had in some instances
been other than they are. In the Observer for February there is a
letter on ‘“ the hope of the church”—in which the writer, taking a view
of the present limited diffusion of Christianity in the world, endeavours
to show that the hopes which Christians are accustomed to entertain
of ite final universal triumph by meane of the preaching of the truth
are unfounded, and though he does not distinctly advocate, he more
than ineinuates the opinion, that the object of preaching the Gospcl in
all the world is, to use his own words, ‘“ not that all the world may be
saved, but ‘ for a witness unto'—eis uaprvpior or, as translated Matt.
x. 18, for a testimony againet all nations”’—and in a notice of the
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Hengal Auxiliary Missionary Society, in the Observer for March, the
writer of the paper has the following—'* It is indeed a matter of sor-
row thut the Gospel of Christ proves to so very few of the inhabitants
of this land a source of life. But we apprehend that the word of God
throws light even upon this gloomy scene. Ours are not yet the times
of the latter-day glory, but those in which the Gospel is to be preached
as a witness to all nations.”—Though the idea is less distinctly brought
out in this passage, it would seem to be essentially the same with that
broached by the writer of the letter on * the hope of the church.”
In private conversation also similar opinions are not unfrequently ex-
pressed and seem to be rather on the increase, and on one occasion a
Missionary was heard to give as his explanation of the limited success
of Protestant Missions in India, that the curse of God was resting on
the people on account of their unutterable wickedness.

If these things be so, surely it would be the path of wisdom for our-
selves and of mercy to the heathen, to take ship and return home with
all possible speed, and not leave a fragment of a tract behind us by
which to render the eternal doom of a single miserable soul more heavy
than it would otherwise have been; and beyond all doubt if these
opinions spread, the already too thin Missionary ranks will soon become
greatly thinner than they are. 1t is notin human nature, to say nothing
of the heart of a Christian man, that Lelieving that a certain course of
conduct will produce no other effect than fearfully to aggravate the
condemnation of his brother man, he should voluntarily expatriate
himself in order to adopt it.

But are these things so? On what foundation does this opinion
rest ?

As a question of philology it is by no means clear, that the passage
quoted in support of this opinion will bear the interpretation given to
it, even if the circumstances alluded to, the compulsory appearance of
the apostles before a civil magistrate, were the same thing as the
discharge of their ministerial function in preaching the Gospel to
sinners. The original is, eis uaprvpior airois kai Tois é9vesi.  From the fact
that the writer of the letter has quoted ounly the first two words
of the passage it would appear probable that he has a confused idea
that the preposition eis conveys the sentiment of hostility or opposition,
which his interpretation seems to involve. But it can be scarcely ne-
cessary to point out that the force of es does not extend beyond its own
accusative ueprupiov, and that the meaning of it is “ for” as trauslated
or * with a view to.”—The words which follow are in the dative case
and it is submitted that the idea of the Greek dative, (corresponding
with the Latin dative and ablative with cum, which doubtless spring
from it) 1s that of consociation or concowitancy. To express the idea
of opposition which implies that of approach, the accusative is abso-
lutely necessary, and generally occurs in connexion with some such
preposition as «era to render it more distinct and forcible. .

But waiving grammatical niceties, are we, on the strength of a single
passage, referring to peculiar circumstances and which, to say the least,
will bear a different interpretation, to understand in this seuse all that
which in the gospel seems to convey so very different a meaning?

2w 2
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Admitting that in the caee of those who refuse to aceept the gospel when
it is offered to them—it will prove a savour of death unto deuth, are we
to conceive the merciful and compassionate Jesus as deliberately intend-
ing this result when he commissioned his followers to go into all the
world to preach it —and are we to suppress our natural solicitude on
observing the extent to which the mild messages of mercy seem to be
assuming the appalling character of ministers of vengeance, by resolv-
ing it all into the divine purpose and pleasure } Surely nothing
could drive one who has even by faith seen *“ God in Christ, reconcil-
ing the world unto himself”’ to such a conclusion,—Dbut the pressing
* burden of the mystery” of the limited success of Protestant Missions
in India. But regarded as a symptom of the present state of feeling
and as a sign of the times, it is a matter of grave importance and well
worthy of remark.

It is painful however to know, that the adoption of this opinion
though likely to lead to, is not absolutely necessary to, the result we
so much deprecate, the desertion of the Missionary field. Without pro-
pounding this or any other explanation of the lamentable fact, that
the Gospel seems to be proving a savour of death unto death to this
people, a Missionary who has long been looked up to with respect by
his brethren, for the faithful discharge of his duty, in an important
station, is seriously talking of leaving his post and the country altogether
and for no other reason than that his labours have hitherto been, as far
as he knows, entirely without effect. Should this notice meet his eye, the
writer would conjure him, in the name of his Master and all that is
sacred, to pause before he take upon himself the tremendous responsi-
bility of such a step and its probable effect upon others. Our forces, it is
to be feared, are by no means so well disciplined or so devoted as steadily
and to a man to resist the fatal influence of so ignoble an example :
let the guilt and the consequences of such a panic be upon the head of
the man who is the first to flee ; or rather, perhaps, we should say with
Christian charity, let it not be there, for who could bear it ?

It is sometimes urged in justification of such a measure that in the
Gospel narrative instances occur of this mode of procedure, or rather
if the term may be allowed, of recedure, and that our Lord himself
distinctly intimates that things may come to such a pass as to admit of
no other course. The words of Jesus Christ are—'* when they persecute
you in one city flee to another”—a plain and intelligible principle
enough, but neither justifying our desertion of a country to which we
have come to preach the Gospel, under the belief that our Master was
leading us ; nor even our desertion of one city for another én that country,
until it comes to the point of persecution.

Perhaps however even this effect of growing conviction of our spiri-
tual powerlessness would not be much more to be deplored than that
so forcibly described by Mr. Macdonald in his missionary letter for
1843. * The people are without inquiry, the converts show but little
zeal, the Missionaries themselves are oppressed by a heavy and deaden-
ing atmosphere, such as precedes an earthquake in these regions of
the sun.”—Humiliating and painfol as it must be to us to meke the
confession, is it not to be feared that this is nothing more than the
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truth ?—A suspicion that we have not our Master with us, to second
our efforts, excited naturally by a fruitlessness which would almost
justify the sarcasm. that we are spending our strength, laboriose
nihil agendo, may issue in one of two results. It may either lead us
to more earnest and prevailing prayer for his presence and aid, without
whom we are more powerless than infants, and which might in some
instances be attended with the struggling . efforts of desperation, not
always the most regular or orthodox in their development, as when
Jacob wrestled in the night time with an angel and lamed himself ;
or it may produce a settled and sleepy calm, a regular, but perfunctory
discharge of Missionary duties, perhaps even a restless activity of external
operation, but attended with an inward imperturbable and unassailable
tranquillity, passing under the name of the exercise of faith and pati-
ence, but bearing a very suspicious resemblance to insensibility. It is
for each Missionary to ask himself under which of these predicaments
he stands in the sight of God, rather than for any one to assert, that
we are all alike under the latter. Appearances however might palliate,
if not justify, some misgivings in the case.

It would be an interesting though perhaps not an easy task to draw
a lengthened comparison between the apostolic age and the present, in
reference to their respective processes and modes of operation, both in
secular and religious matters. On a general view it would seem that
while in the former there has been an incredible advance, in the latter
there has been a proportionate retrogression. In the conduct of me-
chanical, mercantile and scientific processes, the tendency has been
greatly to simplify and facilitate; in religious matters, has it not been
to complicate and retard ?~—For instance, so far as we can gather from
history, there was nothing then among their means for the conversion
of Jews or Gentiles, corresponding with our ponderous systems of
education for the young. Let not the writer be misunderstood to de-
preciate these. They may be and doubtless are sometimes made one
method of preaching the gospel. Itis only remarked as a point of
difference, that we have no evidence that this particular method was
necessary to the apostles, as it would seem they accomplished their
object without it ; while it is thought necessary now, and so necessary
as to engross the whole time and attention of some of our best men,
respecting whom one may be excused a passing feeling of regret,
that we do not see them rivalling, as their intellectual qualifications
would almost enable them to do, the apostle Paul himself, in the suc-
cessful adoption of Ais method of preaching the Gospel. Then again
we hear nothing of Tract Societies, Bible Translation Committees,
Temperance Clubs, Mechanics’ Iustitutes, Christian School Book Socie-
ties, or Jerusalem Christian Observers, or any thing to correspond with
them. The writer again deprecates misconstruction. He only re-
marks that the apostles do not seem to have used any of this complicated
machinery, in plying which, we of the present day are straining every
muscle of our wearied frames, and yet, they out-stripped us beyond all
calculation in'the rapidity and extent of their success.

Now if all these things are an improvement on the apostolic method,
it will follow as a necessary consequence that we have so far the ad-
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vantage of them, and, ceteris partbus, that the results of our labors in
the converion of the heathen should be proportionably greater than
their's. If it be said that though they were not necessary for the
apostles they are necessary for us, it is natural.to inquire, why ? If not
necessary for them, why should they be so for us? what occasions this
difference? Is not man the same as he was? the gospel the same ?
the power and promise of God the same? and if so, we are again
forced on the inquiry, are the men who believe and preach it, the same,
with the exception of miraculous powers, a thing of no account in the
work of conversion? and if not, ought they not to be ? and may not
this be at once the explanation of the necessity and inefficiency of
these new devices ? )

The simplicity which mark the means and instrumentality adopted
by the apostles for the work of conversion, is no less observable in the
manoer 1n which they employed them. The great mean seems to have
been moral sympathy, conveyed either through popular harangues or
private interecourse. Now without wishing to depreciate the intellec-
tual attainments of the apostle Paul, it is evident that he himself at-
tached very little importance to them, and it is no less evident that the
great majority of his companions were illiterate and uneducated men.
It would follow from this that their public addresses and private dis-
courses were, to a great extent, devoid of that peculiar element, called
art, which results from education and the study and practice of scien-
tific rules. Paul tells us that he did not preach ‘ with the wisdom of
words,” and that he used not ** the enticing words of man’s wisdom ;"
and the epithet applied to him by the practised rhetoricians of Athens
may not have been altogether without meaning. And we might con-
fidently appeal to the extant specimens of apostolic preaching, to de-
cide whether they are more characterised by artificial skill and exact-
ness, or by the natural eloquence which always flows even from untu-
tored minds, when deeply engrossed in their subject, and which results
from obedience to the impulses of an inspired nature, rather than con-
formity to scientific rules. It detracts nothing from the force of this
observation, that the Christian will explain tbis, and correctly, by the
presiding influence of the Holy Spirit. Whatever may be the expla-
nation, the fact remains the same, that in the use of the simplest of
means, their efforts are marked by a simplicity of manner indicative of
a simplicity of aim, which led them, as by intuition, to pass over irrele-
vant points and nicely scientific errangement, and to go directly to
the matter in hand. It is not to be understood from these remarks
that in the writer’s views education and philosophy are of no value. It
is only observed that the apostles generally were not distinguished by
the posseesion of them, and that traces of them are not conspicuous in
their popular addresees ; which nevertheless told with a power and ef-
fect which in spite of superior educational -advantages, Missionaries
of the present day strive in vain to imitate. i

It was probably another result of this simplicity, that they do not
appear to have been in the habit of attacking directly the false systems
which it was their object to supersede and displace, but rather to seize
what portions of truth they presented, and to use these as aids in lead-
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ing on those who avoided them to something pure and better, trust-
ing to the natural influence of this new truth, gradually to displace
what of error was mingled with the old. It is true, their opponents
had sometimes sagacity enough to perceive the hostility of this new
truth to their own systems, and prejudice enough to be exasperated by
it on that account. But that is a very different thing from the tumult
of enraged and indignant feeling which must always result from hear-
ing all that one has been accustomed to regard as divine, branded as
false, pernicious and infernal. With the Jews, whose system however
can only he regarded as false, when trusted in too exclusively to the re-
jection of the Messiah, the process seems to have been simply to tes-
tify, to bear witness to the great facts in the life and death of Christ,
and to shew the correspondence of these with the true interpretation
of their own prophecies. The most striking instance we have of close
conflict between Christianity and the practical paganism of that day,
is that of Paul at Athens, in which nothing is more observable thar the
apostle’s desire to avoid every thing that might unnecessarily stimulate
opposition or put his hearers on the defensive. Although his spirit was
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry, and pro-
bably quite as much as the spirit of any Missionary in India in the
present day, no expression of anger or scorn escaped his lips, he utters
no sweeping denunciations of their idolatrous practices, nay, he ad-
verts to them in a manner if not complimentary*, certaiuly rather adapt-
ed to conciliate than offend, the allusion however is very brief. He says
nothing about Jupiter or Mars or Venus, or their tutelary goddess
Minerva, whose magnificent statue on the Parthenon, with its gleam-
ing helmet and terrific agis, was probably full in view, but hastens on
to those great principles which when faithfully and strenuously urged
will ever find a response in the leart of man, and then to that which
always seems to have been his main object to testify, to bear witness
to the great facts which constitute the work of human redemption. In
accordance with this also we hear nothing of elaborate refutations of ido-
latry, or exposures of Greek and Roman mythology, or comparisons
between the true and false religions, while in reference to the great phi-
losophical sects which divided the learned world of that day, we read,
indeed, that certain of the Epicureans and Stoics encountered Paul, not
that he encountered them, and the result of their onset was his speech
on the Areopagus. We get no notice of the peculiar tenets of
either of them, much less a formal refutation of them, all seem to
have been too much occupied with their one simple object, testifying
repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

If this view of their mode of procedure be correct, it is manifest
that their principle was not, in the first place, to prove other systems
false or insufficient, but Christianity true. They asserted its great
facts, brought proofs of their divine origin, exhibited their pregnant
meaning and their moral relations, and on these grounds laid claim to
the obedience and acceptance of their hearers, andiu adopting this
method, they displayed, in the writer’s view at least, that profound
knowledge of human nature which indicates the guidance of superior

* We much regret this expression on the part of our correspondent ;—but he
has forbid alteration, else we should have erased it.—Ep. C.C. O,
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wisdom. Toris it not proverbial that the best way to confirm a man
in his opinion is to attack it ? and does not experience and common
sense dictate, that the best way to get men to embrace new opinions
is to draw away their minds from other and especially hostile subjects
to those we wish to inculcate, to occupy their attention with these, if
possible to the entire exclusion of the others, to shew them their rea-
sonableness, their adaptation, their truth, their beauty ? and when the
object we have to present to view, is not a system of abstract opinions
but of living, historical facts, and suck facts—which have never yet
been fairly represented without some softening and subduing influence,
it is truly surprising that any should prefer to pass these by, and in
the first place run a tilt against the imaginary deities, the avowed be-
lief and the deepest feelings of their hearers at the same time.

But if the principle on which the apostles acted was of this simple
kind,—if their great cbject every where and at all times, was one and
the same, to establish the true, in its unity and consistency, rather
than to attack and overthrow the false, in all its diversified and he-
terogeneous forms, we can the better understand, how they could so
easily dispense with the aid of science and philosophy. True science and
philosophy were doubtless in those days as now, the handmaids of reli-
gion, but Christianity, though in her infancy, does not seem to have been
dependent on them in the smallest degree ; she was vigorous enough to
walk alone, and her attractions were powerful enough to subdue the
hearts of almost all who gazed on them. What Milton says of the in-
fant Jesus, in allusion to the supposed cessation of the heathen oracles
at his birth, is, in a sense, true of Christianity and her enemies.

4 Qur babe, to prove his godhead true,
Could in his swaddling bands coutrol the damued crew.”

This Christianity did, and without calling the arts and sciences to her
assistance, but purely by her ownspiritual energy. Indeed few things are
more observable in reading the record of the Acts of the apostles, than
the emphatically moral and spiritual character of their work as distin-
guished from that which is merely intellectual. It seems to have been
from beginning to end a matter of the heart, of religion, of eternity,
of God, the very names of mechanics, hydrostatics, mathematics,
logic, rhetoric, strike one at once as belonging not so much to a hostile,
as to an altogether foreign element of thought. If not ** of the earth,
earthy,” they are, to say the least,of the intellect, intellectual, while their
business was with the spirit, spiritual,—as their commission was from
heaven, heavenly. Doubtless the sciences are ordinances of God, and
as such entitled to respect; and so are marriage and human governments
and agriculture, but none of them is God’s great ordinance for saving
man, and we can hardly help thinking that the apostle Paul in fulfilling
his high spiritual vocation would be disposed to regard them as all
alike, full of wiedom for their particular ends, but * grand impertinen-
cies™ to his great object, because to him at least there was no necessity
to go so far round to gain it.

The tendency of the apostles to simplify their work is further ap-
parent, in what appears to have been their habit of limiting even their
moral and spiritual topica to the smallest possible number, as if with
the idea that by widening the extent of view, they weakened the
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impression of each individual object. We gather this alike from the
historicel account of their proceedings, which abounds with such expres-
sions as that * they preached Christ”—that '* they went every where
preaching the Gospel”’—that ** they testified repentance towards God
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,””—and from the specimens given of
apostolic preaching, in which the doctrines of natural religion are only
slightly touched upon, and even then baptized as it were into Christ,
and also from frequent ezpressions in the letters of Paul, such asthat
we preach Christ crucified, &c. *‘ I determined not to know any thing
among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified,” and the like. From
these noticea it is probable they were not accustomed to indulge in
profound disquisitions on the divine nature or kindred subjects ; and if by
the opposition of science, falsely so called, any such questions were ever
raised, as doubtless they were, they seem to have turned away from
them as ministering strife and not grace to the hearers, and to have
dwelt evermore on the duty of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, In enjoining these they probably found their theme sufficiently
ample even for one of the most limited resources, and who possessed the
least fertile powers of illustration and invention. At any rate their sense of
the dignity and importance of their theme, and the overpowering neces-
sity of discharging their commission of which they were conscious,
seem to have rendered them insensible to the fear of being regarded
narrow and contracted in their views. They would prabably all, with
more ar less fervor of feeling, have said with Paul, ** God forbid that 1
should glory, save in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ.”” This, the
cross of Christ, was the great theme from which they could neither be
driven norreduced. As in their own view it possessed such glory as to
eclipse every thing else, so out of the abundance of their hearts, their
mouths spake. Even collateral subjects, each possessing in itself an
unrivalled glory, except when compared with this, are by this thrown
into the shade ; or, perhaps it would be more correct to say, that their
refulgence was at once increased and eclipsed by its surpassing splendor,
so that though shining more clearly than ever before, ‘ they had no
glory by reason of the glory that excelleth.”

Now in considering the comparative results of apostolic and modern
Missionary labor, and pondering the causes of the difference which
presents itself to our view, it may not be without advantage, notwith-
standing all that has been written and said on the subject, to inqaire
again, whether we are wise in departing so far from the simplicity of
the apostolic method, whether we are really gainers by so prodigious
an increase and complication of the machinery of means, whether we are
not actually missing our object, through the intricacy and refinement
of our indirect efforts to gain it ; whether the habit of scheming and
contriving for these is not exerting an injurious influence on those
efforts which are more direct, vitiating their simplicity and thus ener-
vating their power ; whether we are not seeking too much to clear a
way for the Gospel, and thus only raising up hosts of enemies in every
heart, instead of letting it have full scope and play for its inherent
energy to olear a way for itself ; whether we are not placing the hand-
maids of religion, art and science on the throne of their mistress, or

VOL. IV. 2
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at least making them go before her, instead of following after, as hand-
muids ought to do, and whether the religion we are preaching is suffi-
ciently characterised by the grand peculiarity of the cross. If it should
be allowed that in all or any of these points our mode of procedure is
widely different from that of the apostles, should it be a matter of sur-
prise to us that the amount of our success is also widely different
from theirs ?—Have we a right to expect the same results from the
use of different means of our own contriving ?—If it be said that these
various methods were adopted because the apostolical plan has been tried
and found to fail, what a confession is this! Should we not at once
institute the inquiry why it failed in our hands, or why it succeeded in
theirs ?>—An honest prosecution of this inquiry, it is true, might lead to
the conclusion that the grand explanation of the difference is a differ-
euce in the men using it ; that though by office apostles or Missionaries,
(both which words mean the same thing,) in spiritual character we are
not. But should we on this account refuse to entertain the question >—
Should we not rather court it *—would it be better to consider it now,
or to defer it to the day, which shall try, with fire, every man’s work
and declare of what sort it is.

The length of these remarks, however, forbids entering upon it at
present, and the great importance of the subject demands farther prayer
and deliberation. But if none of his more qualified brethren under-
take it, a few more thoughts may yet issue from the pen of

A MISSIONARY.

111.—Brief Outlines of Christianity.
OUTLINE 11.—REASONS FOR DIFFUSING CHRISTIANITY.

CurisTiANS are still asked, when diffusing the gospel, ¢ By
what authority do ye these things?”> The bigot inquires,
¢ Why disturb our religion, which was always ours, and is
good as yours ?”’ The sceptic further adds, ¢ Are not all religions
equally good or equally bad ? then why turn the world upside
down about this 2> The worldly philosopher addresses him-
self philologically to the question, “ What makes Christianity
so diffusive a religion > And the honest inquirer, even amidst
a savage people, feels withiu him the rising thought, ¢ What
prompts these Christians to come hither and teach ?”’

2. Christianity is indeed peculiarly an Evangelistic religion
—for it abounds in reasons or motives, as well as in eXxertions
and operations, for its own extension. If its surface be
covered by a multitude of streams and lakes, it is because it
is internally full of living springs ;—if it be ever moving on, in
a perpetual stream, it is because it is its nature to flow; and
if it be ever impelling a multitude of instrumentalities, it is
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because, like the mainspring of a time-piece, it is its nature
and its effort to unfold itself. It is a missionary religion,
because it abounds in missionary elements; and these ele-
ments are of its own very essence. But, instead of generaliz-
ing, let us consider those reasons in detail—each in its distinct
form, and with its native influence, ; although, in doing so, we
are almost anticipating Christianity itself.

3. Tue Lorp Jesus CHrist has commanded His Church
saying, ““ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature!” ‘This is a plain and direct charge, requir-
ing a specific work to be performed by the disciples of CurisT,
and that work the diffusion of Christianity. To obey this
command, is to obey our Lorp:—to disobey it is to reject His
authority ;—so that if we seek not, in some form or other, to
diffuse the gospel, we should be acting an unchristian part.
Such a commandment leaves no room for doubt, no ground for
,compromise, no place for evasion.

4. The Gospel of salvation is diffusive in its very consti-
tution; just as itis the nature of light and heat to spread
themselves everywhere around. It is based on the universal suffi-
ciency of Christ’s sacrifice: it regards the universal condition
of the world in sin:—it is adapted to communicate univer-
sal benefit :—it contains a universal offer: it is thus worthy
of universal acceptation—and it produces its own proper effect
universally where received, without distinction of persons or
exception of character:—he then that receives the gospel in
this its universal character, receives it for others, as well as
for himself :—so that if he restrain it from his fellow-sinners,
he quenches it in himself. The same ground on which he
receives it, is the very ground by which he is bound to ditfuse
it: for, what he received as one of ¢ all,”’ to the ““all ** let him
in turn extend it.

5. Love to God demands of us that we seek His honour
wherever we see him dishonoured. Now, we do see Him
thus dishonoured ; we see His existence doubted—His charac-
ter insulted—His name profaned—His providence abused—His
government vilified—His worship degraded—His works per-
verted—His law dishonoured—and His personal glory blas-
phemed, by the vile misrepresentations and false substitutions
of idolatry and superstition ; all this we see—and seeing it,
we feel that it is impossible to love Gop, and not endeavour
to diffuse that perfect and good revelation of Him, which is
given to us in His word, in order to contradict, and if possible
remove, Lhe dishonour done to Him by an ungodly world.
Because we love Him, we must speak for Him ;—thisis a law
of our being, which it were moral suicide to resist or destroy.

282
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6. We are influenced to diffuse the gospel, by compassion to
our fellow-sinners :—for we are made to *“love our neighbour as
ourselves.” We see our fellow-men labouring under sin—cover-
ed with guilt—oppressed with misery—wandering in error—
sunk in delusion—hastening to destruction—ruining each other
—¢ having no hope, and without Gob in the world :>>—all this
we see: and seeing, we feel, so as to be constrained to pity
and help them. We have a remedy, in the gospel of Carisr,
designed for such a state of things, and which if received will
remove it—and how can we do otherwise than publish, convey,
teach it ? would not the opposite conduct be spiritual murder ?

7. In this evangelistic work we are confirmed by our own
personal experience. Having in our own selves a witness to
the truth, power and goodness of the message we proclaim—
being further persuaded, that what blessedness the Lorp
Jesus CHRIsT has conferred upon us, He can and will confer
upon others also, if they too receive Him—and feeling our
own happiness increased and faith strengthened, just in pro-
portion as we fulfil this law of inward Christianity, even the
communication of it to others—we are impelled by all this pres-
sure of experience to go on in the evangelistic work. We feel
what evil has been removed, what good imparted, in us; we
know therefore what may be effected in others; we feel how
happy we are—we know how happy ofkers may also be made.
We know ““the way, the truth, the life,”” for ourselves; and
therefore we publish it to others too:—the evidence of faith
becomes a motive of action ;—¢* we believe, therefore we speak.”

8. The history of man, in relation to the gospel, further
urges us in this important work. All nations that have receiv-
ed and retained true Christianity, have been purified, civilized,
blessed and exalted by it: whereas those who have rejected or
perverted it, have been degraded and cursed, as may be seen
to this day. What multitudes of individuals, given over to sin,
even as the very chief of sinners, have been converted, reform-
ed, sanctified and gladdened by the gospel of Jesus Curist!
so that, the greatest purity, benevolence and joy ever seen in
this world, have been its undeniable fruits—fruits that have
been ripened in the flames of persecution, and gathered out of
the ashes of martyrdom! Thus do the records of history
and the notes of private biography, become incentives of
Christian missions :—and thus does Christianity pluck motives
even from a hostile world, compelling it to disprove its own
lie, and reluctantly to write its own refutation.

9. The promise of special Divine presence in this evange-
listic work of ¢ Teaching all nations,” is of itself a most
attractive inducement to engage and persevere in all its neces-
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sary details. ¢/ Lo,’” said our Lorp Jesus Curist, ‘I am with
you alway, even to the end of the world I”” Here is presented
to us a motive of the very highest order, sufficient to raise the
soul out of the current of common worldly considerations and
set it in that which is divine and eternal; a sense or desire
of divine presence and fellowship, the thought and faith of
CHRIST'S co-operation,are quite adequate as motives to concen-
trate the soul, even to self-sacrifice, on the work of evangeliz-
ing the world. Where Curist’s spiritual presence is most
found, there will his true servants most seek to be: and the
work that carries with it most of His favour, even when least
prosperous and most hated, they will first choose and most
love, because it is His.

10. Prophecies—Divine predictions of ultimate success in
the diffusion of the gospel over the whole world, and in the
actual conversion of the whole world to Carist, abound in the
Christian Scriptures—and these prophecies, being just as sure
as either the histories or doctrines of the Bible, afford a source
of hope, steadfastness, and confident expectation. We can-
not indeed make sure of times, places and individuals—nor of
many such details; we only know, and that most certainly,
that Christianity, in the end, shall cover the whole earth.
Whatever be our local or temporary discouragements ; whatever
may be our present difficulties, our apparent impossibilities, our
faith surmounts them all, making the future as sure as the past:
—For, ¢ Faith is the substance ot things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen ;”’—if the Lorp has said, ¢“The earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lorp as the waters cover the
sea,”’—then we know that it will as certainly come to pass, as
that the Lorp hath spoken it! How can they who belieie this
ever faint, grow weary, or retreat, save under the hand of Gop
Himself, when He interposes to afflict ?

11.  Providential access, to particular countries or commu-
nities, constitutes a special claim to Christians on their behalf.
All power on earth is in the hands of our Lorp JEsus CHRIsT,
who hath commanded his preachers to go into all nations:
when therefore, in the course of his providential government
we see kingdoms and tribes restrained, subdued or influenced,
8o that there is access to them for spiritual purposes ;—when
we find that Christians are permitted or tolerated even in the
lowest measure to enter in unto them with the word and
ministry of Curisr: then do we feel bound to give a prefer.
ence to such countries and communities, thus open to us, above
those that are still shut. Thus does the tide of the gospel flow
in the channel of providential arrangement :—so that eveu the
conquests of human selfishness, may become the heritage of
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CHR1sT’s love: thus too, the ambition of man becomes the
unconscinous pioneer of Christian benevolence, and the inter-
course of the world becomes the telegraph of an expecting and
zealous Chnrch.

12.  Personal willingness to hear, on the one side, constitutes
a claim on the other to instruct: and thus the general and wide
field of access is narrowed down into the special field of ope-
ration. When we find a multitude of youth ready to receive
complete evangelical education ;—or, when we find a multitude
of adults ready to hear the word of eternal life, whilst others in
the same country reject or persecute the ministry of Curist ;—
then are we to give a preference to the former above the latter,
and especially to regard not only their common wants, but their
peculiar desires. On this principle did the Publican and the
sinner enjoy more of our Lorp’s ministry than the proud
Pharisee or the frigid Sadducee ;—and on the same principle
was the willing Gentile substituted for the persecuting Jew,
under the ministration of CarisT’s apostles. We are indeed to
labour with the obstinate and malignant, not despairing even of
them ;—but, how much stronger the motive where men say,—
We are all here assembled, to hear concerning this CHR1sT.

13. All these considerations bear with especially concen-
trated power on those who are, by special office, preachers of
the gospel of Cerist. Whilst all Christians are bound, in vir-
tue of their very faith, to promote the extension of Christianity,
those others are bound to devote all their time and energies
to this work in their own persons. In heart, and conscience,
and office they are dedicated to it ;—their very being is identi-
fled with it, by a solemn personal act:—they therefore are
especially called on to watch, prepare, go forth, labour, teach,
suffer, and (if need be) die, for the sake of those who are still
without the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Carisr. Such
persons have thus a perpetual motive in their own distinctive
office and calling—a motive expressed in those words of one
of their number, ¢ Necessity is laid upon me: yea woe is
unto me, if I preach not the gospel!”> Such is the necessity
of special office, and the woe of unfaithful neglect of a special
charge and trust ! )

14. The simple and ready means to be employed constitute
a peculiar claim and motive to immediate and universal exer-
tion. We have not to invent means, but to adopt them—we
have not to contrive and discover, but to execute and fulfil.
The instrument of operation is given us,even the word of Gop
and especially the Gospel of CumisT:—this accompanied by
the divine energy of the oLy Spirir, is sufficient to convert
the whole world, unto Gop, when so it pleases Him; and by
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it shall the world yet be spiritually renovated. Other measures
may be adopted for various subordinate ends connected with
the same result, but they cannot convert the soul ;—they may
form the candle-stick, but the Light must be the gospel of the
Cross of Curist. Now, if we have means so simple in their
form, so rcady in their operation, prepared and adapted for
their end, and committed to us by the Lord Himself, such a
possession constitutes a motive of action, and leaves the neg-
lecter inexcusable; how can he, who hath every thing ready
andin his hands, find any reason for idleness or delay? Pos-
session here is obligation.

15. The exclusiveness of Christianity shuts us up to this course
of publishing it to ¢ all nations,” to “ every creature.” As it
is true, every different or contrary system must be false;—as
it is right, all that opposes it, or that it opposes, must be
wrong. Therefore as all heathenism, muhammadanism, popery,
scepticism and deism, must be exposed and destroyed by the
opposite truth, and that truth alone is to be found in the gos-
pel, we must employ the gospel for that end. Here we have
no alternative, and we can flnd no substitute; there is no
other revelation than the Christian—there is no other salvation
than that by the Lord Jesus Christ :—the gospel is sole, para-
mount and exclusive, and so we must obey. Thus then are
we as Christians shut in by motives morally and spiritually
irresistible, addressed to our affections, understandings, con-
sciences, interests, relations, and offices ; and so shut in, that
there is but one opening before us, and that is a sinful, misera-
ble, perishing world :—In regard to every god that the world
owns for worship, we mus? proclaim this Bible law, ¢ Trou
SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GoDS BEFORE ME!” and in regard to
every name trusted in for salvation over the whole earth we
must plainly and boldly add, ‘ There is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved,”
but this, even the Lorp JEsus CHRrIsT! Can we believe this,
and not diffuse Christianity ?

IV.—Letter from Major Jervis, relative to kis great work, on the
Geography and Statistics of Asia.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

Sirs,—1 consider it my bounden duty, after the generous and unanimous
expression of the public press, recommendatory of the great work 1 had
proposed to undertake on the Geography and Statistics of Asia, and of the
capacity and fitness of the projector to do it every justice, to afford the
most explicit account of my proceedings, and to explain the causes which
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have hitherto precluded the possibility of its fulilment. I was honored
with subscribers to the number of about three hundred of the most
distinguished persons in India, before 1 quitted it in January 1842;
the list I beg to enclose. I purposed then to publish the work in
a somewhat different form, which after much consultation with many
eminent persons in this country, as well as publishers and parties
thoroughly conversant with such matters, I have been obliged to mo-
dify.  Messra. Longman and Co., Messrs. Adam Black and Co. of Edin-
burgh, in regard to that plan stated that experience had shown that to pro-
ceed on any alphabetical plan or any prescribed systematic gencral outline,
the whole work would frequently be delayed for months, and the public be
gricvously discouraged and disappointed in waiting for some indolent or per-
haps sick person, to fill up the intermediate necessary portion before pro-
ceeding with that which was to follow. This has compelled me to adopt
another course, and in so doing I have no hesitation in affirming that the
whole work will be far more acceptable, reasonable in cost, entertaining
and practicable in execution. I propose to publish six numbers or rather
volumes in the course of the year, each not less than 300 pages ; they may be
more, and they may contain 400 pages as circumstances shall allow : and
to prevail with parties to subscribe, I have fixed the price at the low cost
of 36 Rupees per annum in advance in India, or 3 guineas in advance in
England, on delivery of the first number—with the guarantee that if the
work be not forthcoming, the money will be returned. Each number to
have one or more maps or embellishments of some sort. The original pro-
position was about £10 or one hundred Rupees to subscribers for four or
six volumes royal octavo, or about 25 to 32 shillings per volume, so that
the present plan and terms are considerably more advantageous to sub-
scribers, allowing for the quantity of matter.

When 1 first put forth the prospectus, Messrs. Ostell and Lepage, at. the
suggestion of the latter, proposed to undertake the publication themselves,
but the late Mr. Ostell considered it so large an undertaking that a co-
partoer, a publisher of note was essential and indispensable. In course of
correspondence therefore I communicated with the two leading publishers
of geographical works in London and Edinburgh, Messrs. Longman and Co.
and Messrs. Adam Black and Co. The late Mr. Longman individually most
warmly and nobly espoused the causeand did all in his power to proniote its
publication conjointly with some other party—but his partuers not agreeing,
this resource failed. Messrs. Adam Black and Co. in atill stronger terms
expressed their approval, but declined taking up the subject till they had
completed Professor Napier's Encyclopadia Britannica, on which they had
laid out all their disposable capital, but stated that when that was through
the press, they would gladly take the whole, on certain stringent conditions.
Py these as by those suggested by Longman, the work, as far as the Indian
public was coucerned, would have been a regular made-up book, defective
in that accurate, complete and essential information which was required in
supersession of the old accounts of Ifamilton and Co. All the materials
were Lo be put in perfect readiness and completeness into their hands, they
were to clip, alter and dispose of them as they thought proper, have all the
arrangements of publication, printing, &c. in their own hands and in fact for
all purposes of real usefulness, any one clse might with equal propriety have
supplied my place of editor. Others suggested various old by-gone authori-
ties and worn-out materials as the foundation for many a good running
page of matter—in fact such a work I should have been quite ashamed to
put my name to, or have any concern with. Mr. Longman’s melancholy
death, Mr. Ostell's demise also after a protracted illness, shut up the door
of hope, after the long and able negociations carried on with them and other
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parlies previous only tomy arrival in Fingland by a most faithful and valued
friend. How to proceed without publisher, coadjutor or help of any kind—
how to redcem the pledge in some sort given to the Indian public was a
subject of the deepest concern to me. 1 was counselled by my respected
friend and helper in India, the Rev. Dr. Duff, to put forth a full statement
of alliny difficulties and peculiar circumstances before I left the shores of
India. and retire, for a season at least, with a good grace. Dr. Wilson of
Bombay felt assured the public in India were sufficiently interested in the
work to come forward and enable me to carry out the original design with-
out recourse to booksellers or publishers for aid, or capital. —I have waited
however, and I hope not without good reason, till I had obtained full in-
formation of what could be accomplished in England. With the help of my
own lithographic press, by conducting all the details under my own eye, [ am
enabled to get the maps and any embellishments that may be required done
at the least practicable cost, in the inost beautiful and accurate style, and by
managing tbe printing and publication wholly myself I am saved all the in-
termediate charges of a third party.

Instead of proceeding either alphabetically as proposed by Mr. Ostell, or
on the plan that at first occurred to me, I have undertaken to give a series
of highly interesting and various memoirs, voyages and travels—selected and
elegantly translated from the French, Russian, German, Italian, Portu-
guese, Dutch, and Oriental languages, with occasional reprints of scarce
English works and other original matters. These, with good notes and
prefatory dissertations, will furnish my countrymen with a large fund of
valuable information fromn quarters perfectly sealed up to the generality of
readers ; and to the authorities some important matter of immediate conse-
quence to the public interests which otherwise could not be obtained. I
propose, for instance, in the course of the first year to publisb Count Hilmer-
son’s description of Khiva from the Russian archives at Orenburg, together
with Baron Meyndorff's Bokhara, Monrarier's Khiva fromn the French, and
Count Graperg da Hamso’s papers on Central Asia from the Italian. These
with Baron Humboldt's, Gebler's and Ehrmanus’ papers on the Altac Thian-
shan will throw some light on the geography of Central Asia. These are ali
ready for the press—also Baron Hugel's Cashmere from the German ; Vin-
cenzo Maria's voyage overland from Rome to India, and back, through Syria,
and Persia, by the Mediterranean—from the Italian; Spassky's and Kras-
chininni Koff’s account of the frontiers of Siberia, China and Tartary from
the Russian. In the course of my publication I hope to devote a separate
voluine or two to a particular account of the Presidencies of Bombay,
Calcutta, Madras. Agra and Ceylon.—Her Majesty’s Government have ho-
nored me by handing me a most curious original map of Pekin, the only one
supposed to have ever reached England —to have a few facsimiles struck off
for Her Majesty’s Govermmnent—the remainder to be frecly available for my
Memoirs. | trust therefore the subscribers who honored me with their names
in the first announcement of my Prospectus, will see no reason to abandon me
or decline assent to the reduced and modified plan and terms now proposed.
The first lithographic specimen 1 have turned out of my press,—the Island
of Bombay—and which in truth procured for me the privilege of adding the
name of Victoria to my Meinoirs, has been pronouunced by the most competent
judges to be far superior to any thing of the kind, in elegance, and execution,
that has ever appeared in England.  Of this I hope to forward many copies
by the next Overland Mail, und if practicable the first part of Memoirs.—
‘Fo cover even necessary expenses, at least 600 subscribers would be required.

In regard to the map of Asia (which is a perfectly distinct work, and pre-
paring in nine sheets on a scale of about one inch to a degree), 1 have come
forward as a professional Geographer, humbly yet resolutely proposing to
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follow ou the steps of the great Rennell ; and so to arrange and publish the
very best materials that Tcan command by the favor of the British Govern-
ment, the [lonorable Court of Directors ; and all possible sources public and
private to which 1 am allowed access, as shall commend my services hereal-
ter regularly to all who wish well to science and the progress of civilization.

My labours nre honored by the distinguished patronage of his Royal
llighness Prince Albert—the Duke of Cambridge and other great personages ;
but none shall 1 value so highly as that of my fellow-countrymen and
brother officers in India, amongst whomn I have so long lived and to whom
I am better known. Itis to them | appeal; as to thc Honorable Court of
Directors I look for my best support.

I am, Sirs, your obedient servant,
T.B. JERVIS.

*.* We shall have mach pleasure in forwarding the interests of a work so
valuable and desirable as that now proposed by our talented and much esteemed
christian friend Major Jervis. We shall feel obliged if our contemporaries will
reprint this letter.—Eps. C. C. O.

V.—Brief Notices of Recent Works.—Iniroductory remarks.—
Life of Lieut.-Gen. Mackay, with a Memoir of the Author.

There are many works, which, from their size, or the general cha-
racter of their contents, or the style and manner of their execution,
do not require any lengthened review, but which may yet advantage-
ously admit of being briefly noticed, in the way of recommendation
or warmng. -

This is pre-eminently the era of book-making and book-publishing.
Intellect is all awake; curiosity is on the alert; the appetite
for knowledge has been so sharpened as to become omniverous.
Formerly the teachers of mankind, or those who deemed them-
selves fit and worthy to aspire to that high vocation, were few in
number, Lot they were great. By a certain inward consciousness of
power, a certain irrepressible energy of character, and “a- certain
instinctive homage and acknowledgment on the part of their fellows,
they severally “* above the rest,

 In shape and gesture proudly eminent

Stood like a tower.”
Glaucing back from our present position at the far retiring scenery
of the past, they seem to rise up before us, like the lofty peaks of
the Himalaya—unapproached and unapproachable-—glistening in the
radiance of the morning sun, while the multitudinous objects that bestud
the extended plains and low stretched valleys are scarcely discerni-
ble in the darkling dawn.

How different the state of things now! The striking words of
the prophet Daniel seem to be literally verified in a peculiar and
unexpected sense. In our day, men every where ** run to and fro, and
knowledge is increused.” They run,—there is Dot only velocity, but ac-
celerated velocity. They not only run, but run to ard fro. They no long-
er tread in the old and beaten paths—the established highways of the
nations. With careering speed they hasten into regions which theless
adventurous fathers of our race regarded as inaccessible, or eschewed with
the awe of distant terror ; and rush over barriers which these pronounced
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too formiduble to be attempted, if not utterly insurmountable. Indoing
s0, they no longer trust to swiftnesa of foot, or the fleetness of animals.
The old mechanic and animal pawers are now well nigh superseded.
And how is their place supplied? Look gf that new horse, the most
characteristic phenomenon of modern times—that wondrous horse,
whose bones are of iron, and whose provender is fire ! Mounted on it, see
how travellers run, yea, almost fly, as if on the wings ol the wind ! To
drop the language of figure. In steam carriages by land, men now
run over mountains levelled, and valleys filled up. In steam boats by
water, men run over the wide ocean, in the face of opposing gales and
contrary currents. And, partly as the cause and partly as the conse-
guence of all this, «“ knowledge is increased”’—increased beyond all
former precedent—increased beyond all limitary bounds—increased
beyond all calculable ditnensions. Instead of the teachers being few
and the taught many, and the untaught most numerous of all, there
are some lands in which the teachers seem to out-number the taught,
and the untaught profess to be wiser than both. And other lands,
long slumbering under the combined tyranny of ignorance and super-
stition, emulous of so glorious an example, arc seized with high hopes
of starting at once into fulness of knowledge and greatness of glory
and renown. Disdaining the slow methods of toil, and labour and
persevering industry, they are eager to pounce, at one dart, on the
coveted prize ; and reach, by one spring, the expected goal. Beardless
youth who, in by-gone times, were wont to retire in modest and bashful
silence, must now obtrude on experienced sages their "crudities and
immaturities of thought. Aund bearded men, who never thought at
all, must needs enlighten the world with spontaneous sciatillations of
free born but hitherto unconscious genius.

But letting that pass ;—the fact is undoubted, that knowledge has
prodigiously increased, and is every day indefinitely increasing. With
the rising tide, authors are rolling in upon the world. like the living
ocean shoals that annually set in on the shores of the Hebrides or
Orkneys ; and like them, alas, too many are apt to be stranded high and
dry on the bleak and barren beach of time;—and there they lie, to
rot and putrefy —unnoticed and unknowa—without even the decencies
or the honours of ordinary sepulture. And if authors greatly abound,
readers are supposed much more to abound ; unless, indeed. seized Ly
the spirit of the times, every reader should in his turn become au-
thor; and thus the race of authors should be co-extensive with the
race of readers,—and both form, not two distinct communities, as in
times past, but one great and combined community of all alike authors
and all alike readers—reciprocally obliging and obliged. Meauwhile,
knowledge is iacreased, and fast increasing,—and what will the end
be ? Formerly, the few piled up their stores in punderous folios, which,
like Egyptian pyramids, might excite the wondering gaze of the mul-
titude, while they equally foreclosed all inquiries into their practical
or general utility. Now, the process is entirely veversed. Massive
folios are reduced into octavoes; and large octavoes, into pamphlet
forms of small dimensions, and equally small cost. The old quarries
of authorship are excavated, and the richer veins and compacter
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portions extracted, and sent forth as selections, or summaries, or
compende, or abridgements, in swift and bewildering succeseion. For.
merly, the great monuments of scholarship were reared in a style which
over-awed the vulgar by «ts display of recondite learning, or by its
exhibition of mysterious unintelligible technicalities. Now, the sys-
tem is wholly changed. Al that is ragged must be made smooth:
all that is Jofty must be brought low; all that is incomprehensible
must be reduced to the level of ordinary understandings. In a word,
all knowledge, whether literary or scientific, philosophical or theolo-
gical, must now be macadumized. And,in this grand process of maca-
damizing reduction, what myriads are engaged! And as the result,
what countless swarms of manuals, and such like literary manipulations ?
‘When to these we superadd the non-descript series of family libraries,
and popular libraries, and useful knowledge libraries, aud entertain-
ing libraries, end cabinet libraries—people’s editions, and alpha-
bets of science, and penny cvclopedias, and guinea encyclopedias
—together with the never-ending variety of notes, narratives and
travels, journals, magazines and reviews,—all, all crowding upon us
with a swiftness that is dizzying end a vedundancy that is absolutely
distracting—whbat are we to conclude? That knowledge or rather
the means of knowledge may now be said to increase with a rapidity
and force of dilatation that knows no parallel, is clear beyond debate.
And if multitudes of mankind at large are not wiser than their fore-
fathers, it is not assuredly for want of knowledge—cheap accessible
knowledge, or the readiest means of acquiring it.

Here, however, an ominous thought,—a foreboding suspicion, arises.
If numbers of human beings do little else than write incessantly, and
numbers more little else, in reference to literature, than read inces-
santly, where is the time for thinking ? And if writers and readers-allow
themselves little or no time for thinking, how long will they continue to
write or to read, to any purpose ; or with any reasonable prospect either
of self-benefit or communicable good ? Time was, when authors thought,
and they wrote for immortality. Time is, when authors write without
thinking ; and, writing for pecuniary aggrandisement or ephemeral
applause, their works, generully speaking, must prove as fleeting as the
objects that called them forth. Time was, when readers perused only a
comparatively emall number of standard works; but, then, they not only
read but thought. What was perused they studied, and digested, and con-
verted into aliment which braced and invigorated the whole mental and
moral constitution. Time is, when readers read—read largely—read
voraciously—but do not think—do not inwardly digest—do not transmute
into the materials of nourishment and growth. They rur lightly along
roany an extended surface—skipping over whatever requires continued or
even momentary thought—cropping an occasiona] flower—and sipping
an occasional dew drop which sentimentalism has impearled on some
fanciful tale. Even readers of a higher order, are but too apt 1o be
wandering and diecurrive, unconnected and desultory, dabbling and
superficial. And what will the end and upshot of all this be? What,
but leapness—lank leanness—ill-favoured leanness, on the part of
authore and readers? Knowledge may be diffused wider and wider ;
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Lut, whet if, while it gains in wvisible extension, it loses in solidity and
depth 7 Let us then see to it, lest '* the march of intellect” may thus
prove the march of non-intelligence—the march or procession of
retaliatory principles that shall in the end paralyse and impoverish
intellect itself. Let us see to it, lest the future may realize as a fact,
what may now seem an unlikely paradox—that the boasted progress
of diffusive knowledge may prove a sure retrogression into the lap of
general shallowness and ignorance.

But, from these generalities it is time to descend to our special
purpose, which is, tu bestow a few brief notices on some recent works.
Readers, in the country, are sometimes at a loss, Were they in town, they
could call at the Booksellers, and, by inspection, form some judgment of
the character of books, whose titles may have attracted their notice in
the advertising columns of a Newspaper. But, situated remote from
town, they are often exposed to delay, illasion, or loss. They are
captivated, it may be, with some fair promising title. They hesitate
or pause, or postpone, and thus suffer detriment in their mental and
moral well-being, if the book be one of worth and sterling excellence.
Or they precipitately resolve to grasp the expected treasure, and thus
forfeit time, patience, and substance, if it prove neg'mvelv wortlless or
positively injurious.

I—Life of Lieut.-Gen. Hugh Mackay, Commander-in-ckief of the forces
in Scotland, 1689 and 1690. By the late Jokn Mackay, Esq., of Rock-
field. A new Edition, revised, with a Memoir of the author. 302 pp. 12mo.

This is a little work of singular and varied interest. It is a double
biography of no common character. Gen. Mackay lived in stirring and
eventful times ; and in these, whether as a Commander in the field or a
Counseller in the Cabinets of Princes, he was no secondary actor. The
General himself left behind him Memoirs of great historical value,
relative to the campaigns in Scotland, Ireland, and Holland, in 1689,
1690, and 1691. These found their way into the Advocate’s Library
at Edinburgh, about a century ago. Sir John Dalrymple, in his
Memoirs of Great Britain, frequently refers to them ; and his example
has been repeatedly followed since by all who have treated of one of
the most momentous periods in the British annals. A few years ago
the General’s Memoirs were published by the Bannatyne and Mait-
land Clubs. On that cccasion, the revising Editors, applied to the
late author, as the General’s representative in the male line, to furnish
them with some particulars of his life, to be prefixed to the proposed
volume. A preliminary notice was accordingly prepared, which was
subsequently expanded into the present * Life.”

So much for the origin of the work. Into details we cannot enter ;
though there are many precious materials for extract, and many tempt-
ing themes for reflection and remark. ** General Mackay,” to employ
the words of his biographer, ** was a man of high station as well as
character, who had stood before kings and princes, assisted at their
deliberations in council, and commanded their armies in the field, so
that, even at the present day, the circumstances of his life and death
form a part of the history of Europe.”  Asa soldier he was so dis-
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tinguished for personal bravery as to have earned to himself the desig-
nation of ‘‘ the brave Mackay.” His cutting his way unsupported and
alone, through the opposing ranks of the Highlanders at Killecrankie ;
his seizing the post of danger, because the post of duty, at Athlone;
his plunging into the Shannon, regavdless of the perils of fire und
sword ; his rushing into the thickest of the fight, and winning the
battle, at Aughrim; with many other feats of fearless intrepidity,
are not to be surpassed in the annals of military heroism.

Now, this brave man-—this tried hero, was not ouly a ¢rue Pro-
testant but a true Christian. It was a common saying among the Dutch
soldiers, that ‘“ General Mackay knew no fcar but the fear of God.”
Bishop Burnet, who was personally acquainted with him, records it as
his testimony that ** he was the piousest man he cver knew in a military
way,”—that * he took great care of his soldiers’ morals, and foreed
them to be both sober and just in their quarters’’—that * he spent all
the time be was master of in secret prayer and in reading of the
Scriptures”—that *“ the King often observed that when Mackay had
full leisure for his devotions, he acted with peculiar exaltation of
courage.” His Majesty attended Mackay’s funeral, aad, so soon as his
remains were laid in the grave, exclaimed, ** there he lies, and a
braver or better man he has not left beliind him.”

All this is fully borne out by his own papers and epistolary re-
mains. Even in his public despatches and offieial currespondence, he
habitually recognizes the superintending Providenee of the great God,
“ who,” to employ his own devout and expressive language, ** over-
ruleth the deliberations and counsels, designs and enterprizes of hia
creatures, and on whose blessing alone the success of all undertakings
doth depend.” From his public official Letters, we select the follow-
ing addressed to Lord Melville, in which loyalty, patriotism, and
piety are beautifully and harmoniously blended :

Edinburgh, the 21st December, 1689.

Your lordship’s of the 12th I had two posts ago, but have received nothing
as yet from my Lord Portland or by Colonel Cuuningham. It hath been
my opinion that, in the beginning of such a signal change, considering that
all such as did go along withit could not be supposed to have been acted by
truly christian and self-denied principles, but that many of themn had too
great a regard lo the particular advantages which they proposed to them-
selves thereby—I say, my lord, it was my opinion that the people should
have been in some measure humoured, though thereby soine persons i1n
esteem by his majesty might for a time be deprived of the outward marks of
royal favour; for the words of Solomnon’s counsellors are not iu vain recorded,
who said to his son, if thou be a servant to this people for this one day, then
will they be thy servants for ever. If rmy endeavours, or direction,” or
person, or interest, can contribute anything to Lis majesty’s service and the
promotion of this cause, your lordship nceds no ways to question it, hoping
that God (wbo bath been the author of so signal a deliverance, at the
point of titne when the ruin of the protestant interest was projected and far
advanced in the councils of men) will return (after he hathlet us see how
little we have to trust to our own prudence or force) to be (inall such as
he in his providence hath called or shall call, to have any direction in the
advancement of this cause) for a spirit of judgment to them that sit in judg-
ment, and for strength to them that turn the battle fromn the gate.
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I confess, that when I consider that proverb, whereof our Saviour made
use against the fulse caluinniea of the Jews ag to his miracles, that a kingdom
divided against itsell cannot stand, I think I might have some grounds of
upprehension of the fall of Scotland in some notable disaster, for there is
nothing but divisions and factions in parliament, in council, in the church, and
in the country. But when I make reflection that it is the undoubted truth of
God for which we stand up, and which I question not but our king and some
of those whom he doth employ (whether in the cabinet or in the field) do sin.
cerely mind, and prefer incomparably above all temporal considerations (which
it comparison are but a vanity), | cannot but have some lively hope that He
will not leave unperfected a deliverance which his providence hath thus far
advanced, and for the accomplishment whereof there are, without doubt,
many faithful prayers daily put up to heaven in all protestant churches of
the world. Considering withal, that it is not for our sins and crimes against
God (though numerous and conscious to every one of us) that we are hated
of our enemies, but for our adherence to his saving truth, I hope he shall do
it for his own ureat name's sake, which is invoked upon (and by) us, and for
his trath, which, by their great advantages over us, would be spoken against
and blasphemed by the enemies thereof. T'herefore, though I am of opinion
that the means to prevent troubleand unreasonable divisions ought to be di-
ligently and carefully used, I labour to support always my hope by the con-
templation of God’s almighty power, and over all, present providence and
direction, overruling all the actions of his creatures, good and bad, so that
all things must tend tothe end which he hath proposed to himself concerning
them, in his eternal, unchangeable, righteous, and holy council ; and as he
wanteth not innumerable means, inconceivable to us, to redress that which we
in our finite judgment think is unredressable, so is he bound to no means.
‘T'hercfore, my lord, let every faithful servant of God, called to any public
administration, make use of such reflections for his support in difficulties, but
not for an oecasion of tempting Providence by neglecting the means; for I
must take the liberty to say, that the interest of the service, and the means
of restoring peace in Scotland, hath been too long neglected ; and that, for
my own part, 1 had lost my patience so far, that I often wished [ had never
been employed in it ; but [ consider that the heart of the king (who hath
made choice of me for service) is in the hand of the Lord, from whose pro-
vidence I also wait for a favourable success thereto, notwithstanding of all
those difficulties and clouds overshadowing this comfortable blink of the
deliverance of the protestant churches of Llurope, which he can quickly dis-
sipate after he hath tried our faith, and retired our confidence from the arm
of flesh to fix it in himn. The tenor of your lordship’s letter (which seemed
as well to regret as to apprehend the present state of affairs dangerous at
that rate, that the protestant interest wnay be judged to lie again at stake)
hath given occasion to this discourse ; "and assure yourself, my lord, that
if the prospect of all the advantages which the world can propose, should
come in the balance,it would weigh, in my estimation, no more than the
wind in comparison of the protestant interest, for which, with God's
strength, I shall cheerfully sacrifice all that can be dear to me on earth ;
which is all at prescut from, my lord, your lordship’s most humble servant,

H. Mackav.

Warmly recommending, as we do, the life of General Mackay to our
readers, we may conclude this brief notice of it, by expressing our con-
currence in the opinion of the author, that the contemplation of his
character, ** may be beneficial to private Christians, as well as to men of
the profession of arms.” Our author still farther ventures to ¢ indulge
the hope, that it may refute the erroneous notion of Bishop Burnet,
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respecting the supposed tendency of piety to unfit men for military
command ; and prove useful to young soldiers and sailors, by shewing
them that ardent piety, so far from being incompatible with the cha-
racter of a hero, gives it a brighter lustre; and by proving to them
that no man is so fit for any daring enterprize—a forlorn hope, mount-
ing a breach, or storming a battery—as he who, to the Military requi-
sites, adds habitual piety towards God, a firm reliance on His Provi-
dence, and in regard to himself, a well founded assurance that, let death
come when it may, it will be to him an immediate entrance to a
happier aad more glorious state of existence.”

As to the author of *“ the Life” of whom a deeply interesting Memoir
is now prefixed, we can truly say that in personal character and moral
excellence he was worthy of being the representative of so distinguished
an ancestor. His natural talents, and acquired attainments, and culti-
vated taste might have given him a high place in the republic of letters,
In 1790, an inflammation in his eyes, when under the effects of a severe
fever, wholly and for ever deprived him of sight. He had been forty-
three years blind, when, at the age of three score and twelve, he com-
posed ‘“ the Life” of General Mackay—a life which, involving no small
amount of historical research, and written as it is in a style character-
ized by graceful ease, elegance, and perspicuity, may be regarded as a
sort of literary curiosity. But, as in the case of his great ancestor, so in
his own, it was piety—simple, earnest, devout, piety, —which peculiarly
signalized him as a man and as a member of Society. It was piety
which blended and beautified all the features and lineaments of a cha-
racter naturzlly mild, gentle, and estimable. Though excluded for about
half a century from the light of Heaven, with ‘¢ wisdom at one entrance
quite shut out,” he never was heard to murmur or repine. On the con-
trary, his mind seemed habitually placid, his countenance serene.—Who,
that ever noted its speaking calmness of expression, can possibly forget
it ? He was grave, without moroseness ; cheerful, without levity. Alive to
all that was generous, or noble, or disinterested in others, he was himself
remarkable for tenderness, benevolence, and sympathy with the friendless
and the destitute. Cherishing no ill will to any one, he breathed in an
atmosphere of kindliness and charity. Regarding himself as the
steward of God’s bounties, he was, in proportion to his means, princely
in his munificence. But, as his friendships were without selfishness, so
were his liberalities without ostentation. While the warmth of
admiration, with which he responded to the manifestations of literary
and intellectual excellence, indicated the superior culture of his own
mind, it was to the effusions of sacredness that he rendered the full
homage of his understanding, and the most fervent affections of his
heart. The Bible—the Bible—aboveail other books, was the subject
of his most careful study, the theme of his most frequent medn?u-
tions, and the source of his chief—his supreme, delight. Thus, with
growing age, there grew around him a gathering !mlo of piety, which
threw a mellowed lustre over his every word, and his every deed. And
when his days on earth were numbered, the fair but'moon-llke lustre of
time vanished before the glorious sunshine of eternity.
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We cannot close this brief notice without remarking, that Mr. Mackay
has left a widow behind to mourn his loss—and that she is one of the most
remarkable philanthropists of this philanthropic age. While zealously
co-operating with her noble-minded husband in all his plans of Christian
usefulnees, she chalked out one peculiar and distinctive course for her-
self, Having fixed on Cape Breton, an island of Nova Scotia, con-
taining about 30,000 inhabitants fast lapsing into downright heathenism,
without any means of instruction whatever, intellectual, moral, or
religious, she resolved, through God's grace, to Christianizeit. Through
her own resources, and indefatigable personal exertions in applying to
others for aid, she has actually succeeded in securing. sending out, and
supporting four or five ordained ministers of the gospel, and as many
school-masters ; so that nearly the whole island is now brought under
the culture of an intellectual and spiritual husbandry. What an example is
this for others? What a proof of how much may be achieved by a single
willing mind and a single resolute heart—warmly devoted to a great
and worthy object, and unflinchingly bent on its attainment ? When
shall Europeans in India—both male and female—learn to deny them-
selves and emulate such doings ? When shall the dominion of evil cus-
toms, which are but the dreams and dotages of a vile carnality, be shaken
to pieces? When shall the yoke of a headlong propensity to lavish
extravagance, that leaves little or nothing to spare for the purposes of
benevolence, be utterly broken ?  When shall the tyranny of an accur-
sed selfishness, that wraps up human beings in individuated isolation, as
if their own personal comfort were the sole end and essence of all
being, be wholly and for ever destroyed? Asa subsidiary aid, under
God, in enabling them to achieve the mighty work of self-emancipation
from all this thraldam, we again commend the delightful volume which
has called forth these remarks.

The other ‘* notices,” which were intended to follow the present one,
must be reserved for a future opportunity.

A, D.

VI.—The Benefit of Prayer in opposing the progress of
Puseyism.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
Dear BrrTnres,

Perhaps it is long since the minds of the true disciples of Christ have
been alarmed by an event of such magnitude and importance as the present
spread of anti-Cliristian principles under the name of Puseyismn. Surely
there can be no true believer, at all acquainted with its nature and pro-
gress, who has not looked with anxiety for every mail and every periodical
to learn its new forms and efforts. It has been a prevaleut topic of con-
versation, and an absorbing theme of deep regret. Nor have we seen any
body of men able at ull to raise an embankinent against this impetuous
inundation. Tt spreads wildly, and our Christian journals are largely oc-
cupied with detailing its fresh desolations; meanwhile it is matter for sur-
prize that we have heard of no concert for prayer against this fatal error
amongst our DBritish bretlren. Doubtless in chapels and closets it has
been made the theme of earnest supplication; but if, when threatened
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with fumine, we frequently express our desires in generally united prayer,
how much rather may wedo so now that there seemns to overhang us a
faine of the word of life ! Shall 1 be dcemed bold in suggesting that this
method of resistance be generally and cordially adoptcd by the churches
in India ? May not some opportunity be chosen, in which the united cry
of the Lord’s faith{ul few in this land shall ascend to heaven on this behalf?
Lect not our faith be weak. Is there any tempest that assails the little bark
of Christ’s disciples, to which he cannot say, * Peace, be still?” Sympa-
thy with our numerous brethren in Eogland and other places, whose faith
may be more severely tried, and whose dearest interests inay be more fiercely
beset than our own, demands our prayers. The case of our believing bre-
thren in the Established Church, whose principles are now subjected to
such a fiery test, should be cordially felt and remembered. Thus, ¢ kept
by the power of God through faith,” shall his chosen people in this furnace
show forth more conspicuously his glory, and Satan shall gain nothing by
this virulent attack, if it stir up the true followers of Christ to more fer-
vent prayer and more simple dependence on him.

If such concerts of prayer have been formed, I trust I shall be forgiven
my ignorance of the fact, and do sincerely desire that the prayers offered
may be abundantly answered. If you approve, dear brethren, of the sug-
gestion, your own wider circle of acquaintance will enable you, perhaps, to
propose an occasion for such united prayer. Let us be instant also in pri-
vate and social supplications, and O may the * Spirit help our infirmities
and make supplication within us with groanings that cannot be uttered.”
* Lord to whom shall we go " * Thou hast been our dwelling place in all
generations.”

Your's affectionately in the Lord,
J. P. M.

VII.—The Name of the Saviour in Urdi.
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
My pEar MEessrs. Epitors,

As it appears that the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer are desir-
ous to have the discussion on the term I'sa “ stop here,” i. e. as [ understand
it, before my reply to the paper of “J. H.” in the April No. of the Observer
be published, leaving that paper of J. H. as the ¢ finale” of the discus-
sion ;—and as in all public discuseions oné of the parties must assent to
“ quit first,” or make it interminable, 1 have concluded to waive the matter
and let the discussion close with what has been already published. 1 do
not wish to be pertinacious, nor waste that time in public controversy,
which may be so much better spent in other labour. And I trust more, in
a case of this kind, to the quiet good eense and taste of the public at
large, than to the public discussion of it. At the same time I frankly
confess, it is no easy thing to get so far away from that little word self as to
consent to have one’s sentiments misunderstood and set off to disadvan-
tage, and leave it s0, when it were so easy to set it right. The members of
the Bible Society and the Editors of the C. C. O. may see, by other docu-
ments, though the readers of the Observer may not, that nearly the whole
Missionary body in Upper India agreed with singular unanimity in the
sentiments of my article in the March No. of the Observer. Still it is not
impossible that both they and I may see the subject in a different light from
what we do mow. Ifso, I trust we shall be as cordial in adopting the
proposed alteration as others who are very much less interested in the

practical operation of the matter. .
Your's very sincerely,



1843.] Remuatks on the Memoir of Louisa Mundy. 347

VI11.—Remarks on the Memoir of Louisa Mundy.

Memoirs of departed and of living worth have occupied, from the
earliest to the present times, a distinguished place in the history of the
church. Of the sacred writings they form perhaps the most interesting
portion, and among human productions they are the best adapted for
promoting religion in the soul. They are the first books that rivet our
attention in youth, and the last for which we lose our zest in age.

Generations of mankind that preceded us on the stage of life, derived
from them lessons of true wisdom, and they will continue to be read
with pleasure and profit when we are gathered to our fathers. Their
usefulness, in quickening the growth of devotional and practical piety,
will reach to the end of the world.

By iotroducing us to the good among all ranks of socicty, they en-
large the sphere of our knowledge and awaken the best feelings of our
nature, make us acquainted with examples of every virtue, who treat
us with the confidence and affection of friends, telling us their joys
and sorrows, dangers and escapes, conflicts and triumphs. We are
allowed to penetrate the inmost recesses of the heart, and view with the
naked eye the springs of action which were hitherto concealed except
from the vision of Deity. We see evil principles eradicated and reli-
gious ones implanted ; the passions which tyrannized over the mind,
subjected to the sway of an enlightened conscience and devoted to the
performance of every holy duty; the ladder to Christian eminence
placed erectly, and the soul ascending step by step to the heavenly
world. 'We gaze on the celestial heights and feel a spirit of emulution
rise within us.

Memoirs of departed and of living worth show, in a most interesting
manner, that the good of all sections of the Church are inspired with
the same principles and hopes, and labour for the same glorious end :
that, whatever may be their respective forms of service, they are all
members of the family of God and bear the indelible features of his
own children. Then why should not party strife be hushed, and the
command which our common Saviour delivered just before his dying
agonies, be universally obeyed, ** Love one anotheras I have loved you ?"

Almost every region of the globe has had its Christian heroine
teaching the benighted inhabitants their duty in this life, and showing
them the way to a better.

On the inhospitable shores of Greenland the sacred dust of many
rests in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life.

The first who terminated her pious labours there and found a grave
amid piles of everlasting snow, was the wife of Hans Egede, whose cha-
racter is thus portrayed with chaste simplicity by her bereaved hus-
band. ‘I will not dwell on ler excellencies in dowmestic life, nor de-
scribe what a fuithful help-mate she was to me, and what a tender mo-
ther to her children. But let me speak of her compliance to my wil,
as soon as she saw the resolve I had formed to forsake my people and
country, to repair to Greenland. Though friends and relations vehe-
mently prayed her to dissuade and withstand me in this project, sa
absurd and frantic in the eyes of all men; yet, out of love to God and
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me, cthe joined heart and hand with me in my enterprise, and went
from her own people, from her father’s house, from her weeping bro-
thers and sisters—not to some paradise, but to a desert and frightful
land. 1t is known to many, with what patience, with what kindness,
she bore her part of the labours aud sorrows we had to endure, how
often she comforted and cheered my mind. O Christian heroine! O
faithful wife ! words fall far short of what her piety and virtues
deserve.”

Madame de la Peleterie, a young widow of noble birth and fortune,
and also distinguished for the beauty of her person, constrained by the
love of Christ, left the Court of France for the hovels of the Algon-
quins in the wilds of Canade, and made the promoting of the welfare
of those savages the sole object of her life. Speaking of her and of
her devoted companions, the eloquent Flechier says :—** Let us follow
these women into that region, the theatre of their charity and zeal,
where they gather around them all the accidents of human life; the
groans and the laments of those who suffer, fill the heart with an in-
expressible bitterness ; the sight of so many languishing forms and
dark spirits creates disgust and dismay; grief and poverty, misery and
death, hold there their mournful empire. In such a scene they
bade adieu to the fears and delicacies of their nature. You might be-
hold them healing the sick, making their beds, descending to the most
painful and servile offices, regarding them rather as means to show
forth more brightly the beauties of Christianity. They provided for
the wants of all these desolate people, who would else have perished—
forsaken : they dried the tears of the orphan and the motherless, and
poured into the hearts of the dying the consolations of the Spirit, and
the sweetness of a quieted conscience.”

We twrp from the boundless forests of Canada and Greenland’s
icy mountains, to the burning plains of India.

Here equal devotedness in the cause of Christ is manifested,
Twenty years and upwards Mrs, Wilson has been training Hindun
fernales for heaven. She has conducted numerous small day-schools,
founded the central inostitution of Calcutta and the orphan refuge at
Agarpard. The success which has attended her labours has been
great and will be only fully known at the consummation of all things.
Future generations will bless her name and embalm her memory in their
hearts, in such a way as to call forth the most interesting associations
and a tide of the purest joy.

Not less distinguished in her career of usefulness is the pious and
aged Mrs. Marshman—the last of a noble band, worthy successors of
apostolic men.

These women still abide with us, and long may they be spared tothe
Church ;: but Louisa Mundy, a kindred epirit, and a mother iu Israel,
hae been taken away.

Blessed with a competency and a large circle of pious and affec-
tiopate friends, she left her native land at a period of life when wild
enthusiasm, and an appetite for the novel and marvellous, had given
place to sober thought and practical wisdom. Undazzled by the
glaring and flattering pictures which some have drawn of distant
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climes, and not dismayed by renl representations of semi-barbarism,
devouring sickness and famine, she viewed the pagan world and its
claims on her individual attention with the eyes of an enlightened
Christian ; and when God spoke the word, * go forth to a land where
the pestilence walketh in darkness, and the destruction wasteth at
noon-day,” she obeyed the celestial voice. Considering the instruction
of youth in its relations to eternity, and that she might possibly be
the means of preparing immortal spirits for a higher state of existence,
she tore herself from the endearments of home to spendand finish her
days in doing good to strangers. .

Few women could have been more fitted for the sphere in which
divine providence placed her ; she was deeply read in the sacred Scrip-
tures, likewise in most of the best works on divinity, and with memoirs
of the pious dead she was more than ordinarily familiar; to peruse
them was a favourite occupation of her leisure hours. Besides, a cor-
rect and extensive knowledge of modern history, she had a respecta-
ble acquaintance with ancient annals, both of her own country and
of foreign lands, and to these attainments were added the accomplish-
ments and manners of a well educated woman. A npaturally amiable
temper and kind heart, associated with a warm, cheerful and enlightened
piety, rendered her company engaging to the old, and deeply interesting
to the young. In her opinions and conversation there was an entire
absence of all bigotry: a sincere love for Christians of every name,
and a lively solicitude about their welfare, appeared in all that she did
and said. Not less eminent was she for her deeds of alms. Witha
generous heart and munificent hand she gave to the poor a liberal
share of the wealth with which providence endowed her.

“ To do good, to relieve suffering, and to afford help to the needy
and distressed, was the delight and joy of her heart.”*

That she was greatly respected and beloved by all classes of society,
requires not to be told. The very sight of her, to the children under
her charge, was sufficient to call forth their best feelings. In speak-
ing to them there was a kindliness of manner, and an evident solici-
tude to do them good, which could not fail to awaken their attention
to her lessons of religion and wisdom, and to fill their tender hearts
with grief, if their conduct had chanced to fall under her displeasure.
Their highest ambition was to please her, and their richest reward to
carry home from her lips a commendatory word. Into their little
troubles, which though short-lived are many, she frecly and affectionate-
ly entered, and in sickness attended them with her kind offices; she
was first to visit and the last to leave them.

The success of her labours has been partially made known in the
record of her life, but a fuller revelation will be given in eternity.
A letter inserted at page 101, describing the death-bed sccnes of three
children, all of one family, who within a few days of each other
were called from earth to heaven, will be read with deep interest
by every Christian mind.

It gives a very clear insight into the character not only of the
children but into that of their kind instructress. A more benevolent,

* Memoir, p. 151.
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simple and unaffected piety could not have pervaded the letters of the
Lyvdia’s and Dorcas’s of old.

The fifth chapter contains a long and very plensing account both
of the infant and upper school. Mauy of the pupils are Portuguese,
and belong to the Roman Catholic commuunity., The author has
devoted a portion of the memoir to the advocacy of the claims of the
Portuguese to religious iustruction, and stated in detail the results
of Missionary labour among them. His reasons for doing so are meun-
tioned in a foot note at page 110.

This note is one of painful interest, but the only part of the book
which breathes & controversial spirit. Did not justice to a €hristian
minister of long ~ standing and great abilities whose meaning the
author has mistaken, require the writer to notice it, he would pass
over it in silence.

Britains, Portuguese, Zast Indians, Hindus and Mahommedans, have
all claims on the Church of Christ to be instructed in the truths of
salvation. The field, as the scriptures sublimely express it, is the
world. But as the few agents at present in India cannot possibly
attend to all, some will, from a painful necessity, be partially or wholly
neglected, and respecting which portion of the community it should be,
good people will entertain different opinions. They will select for their
own sphere of Jabour the class of society that, in their estimation, has the
first claims, or to whom they think they are likely to be the most
useful. This they may wisely and conscientiously do, without enter-
taining the opinion that the rest of the world had better be left in
ignorance and vice, than be instructed in religion and morals. Or to
use the author’s own language, ¢ without making it a matter of con-
sideration, whether these children (Portuguese) had not better be
left in that ‘state of ignorance in which she (Mrs. Mundy) originally
found them, or in other words, whether ignorance in their case is
not preferable to & course of religious and moral training.” Such a
sentiment no Christian can possibly entertain ; and if the author
carefully read over again the letter to which he has made reference,
he will find that the gentleman’s opinion is simply this, that in Mis-
sionary female education, as all cannot be instructed, and a choice
must be made, the preference should be given to Hindus; which does
not in the least degree imply that he thinks ignorance and vice are
better for other classes of mankind than knowledge and virtue. The
writer has adverted to this portion of the memoir with regret; but
believing it to be a sacred duty to state with respect and fairness
the opinions of those from whom we differ. and not to wander from
the golden rule, * all things whatever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them,” he would have deemed it unchristian not
to have pointed out the mistake into which the author has fullen, espe-
cially ae it is one which may greatly hurt the feelings of a Christian
brother. He hopes that what he has said will be received in the spirit
in which it has been written, and that the author will not allow this
note to appear in the second edition of his excellent book. That
sainted woman who is now no more wishes it effaced ; her life was one
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of the sweetest harmony, and let not the rough voice of controversy
hie heard contending over her grave.

The sixth chapter contains an account of the sickness and last
moments of the deceased. She bad a refreshing enjoyment of sacred
trath, a calm confidence in Jehovah, and cheerful hopes of entering a
better world. * Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.’

Whoever feels an interest in the contemplation of moral greatness,
in a life well spent in the service of God and terminated by a glorious
death, may be recommended to read the pages of her memoir.

She daily breathed the spirit of her Master, and to kindle that
spirit in others did what she could—the highest praise that can be
bestowed upon man or angels.

NESTOR.

IX.—Missionary Operations.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
My peAn Sims, .

It is unquestionably the most solemn daty of every Christian Mis-
sionary seriously and frequently to consider, how far the means be
adopts are best calculated to answer the hopes, prayers, and ex-
pectations of the people of God, and to secure the salvation of the vast
millions of immortal beings in this land of superstition, sin and death. It
is not enough to sit down satisfied that he is pursuing the course which
others of more wisdom and experience have adopted, but to reflect rather
whetber he pursues the course marked out in the word of God, the course
which the earliest, best, and most eflective Missionaries pursued. [ would
speak with all deference, while 1 would express my fears that generally
speaking we do not ; and our not doing so may be one great reason why we
do not witness more actual success.

In reviewing the proceedings of the apostles, we discover that it was not
their custom to settle down for life, or till they were obliged to remove for
their health’s sake, in one neighbourhood, as is generally the case with mo-
dern Missionaries, bat rather to itinerate from one place to another, staying
a longer or shorter time in each as circumstances seemed to direct. And
when in any place they formed a church, they did not take the pastoral
charge, but looked out for one of the most suitable characters and ordained
him to that office, and proceeded themselves, to form other churches else-
where. Thus during a comparatively short period they were enabled to
plant almost innumerable churches in various parts of the world.

After they had thus formned churches, ordained pastors, &c. they did not
seem to leave them altogether to themselves, but as far as circumstances
would permit, maintained a watchful eye over them, occasionally visiting
them, or addressing epistles to them, or both, offering such direction, advice,
consolation, &c. as their situation seemed to require ; while the churches re-
garded them as having the supreme control of affairs, and hence sought fron
them that counsel which their circumstances required, and united in minis-
tering to their temporal necessities.

Now what is there in all this that modern Missionaries could not adopt ?
(of course 1 mean within the limits of the lunguage they speak.) It will
perhaps be objected that * we cannot in this country endure that exposure
and those numerous privations which would necessarily attend such a
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plan.” But it may be replied, this conclusion wants proof to support it.
We find in looking over the histories of several modern Missionaries, that
those who have travelled and labored, almost incessantly and not unfre-
quently, under the severest privations, have endured the rigors of the climate
as well, yea often better, than many of those who have confined their efforts
to the immediate neighbourhood of their own particular stations.

But why confine our observation to Missionaries? Let us also look at
thase whose occupations compel them to travel, endure the severest expo-
sure and frequently to reside in situations which are universally admitted
most unhealthg, such for instance as merchants, manufacturers, European
soldiers, sergeants, uncovenanted servants, &c. &c. leaving out of the ac-
count the multitudes of all ranks who often most recklessly expose them-
selves in the chase and other amusements, and shall we not find that the
mortality or failure of health among Missionaries who do not thus expose
themselves is greater than among an equal number of the above class? An
Indigo Plapter assured me the other day, that though he has been in the
country, | think he said fifieen years, and has been ridingabout on his horse
frequently the whole of the day during the hottest seasons of the year, and
though he has always had with him a number of European assistants, he
has ncver known a single case in which ill effects have resulted from such
exposure ; this then affords strong presumptive evidence that an itinerating
plan might be, at least much more estensively pursued with impunity.

But further ; as upon this plan mere flying visits only would not be paid to
the different neighbourhoods, it might be advisable to build at each new sta-
tion a temporary but convenicent bungalow which would secure the Missiona-
ry from all the inclemencies of the weather, and—should a church ultimately
be formed—would, if in 2 convenient situation, form the site of Mission
premises. And should his labors prove unsuccessful, the loss of the mere
building would be trifling. For such operations should the present allow-
ance to a Missionary be too limited, it should be increased to meet his de-
mands, which it is supposed would not, under ordinary circumstances, be
niuch if any more, and in some cases probably less than now, as an equal
establishment and habit would be unnecessary. By these means a Mis-
sionary would be able to extend his operations hundreds of miles further
than he can possibly do under other circumstances, and the prophecy would
be literary fulfilled, “ many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in.
creased.” * lle would sow his seed beside all waters.” And not only so,
but many whose minds are now impressed, and who may be seeking the way
of life, would be found and gathered into the Redeemer’s fold ; for we cannot
be ignorant of the fact that many who may have heard a Missionary or re-
ceived a book, are so much impressed with the folly of their own system and
the truths of Christianity, that they have, at least in heart, and some of
them openly, renounced idolatry ; but owing to their remote situation, ig-
norance of a Missionary’s residence, &c. they know not how to obtain fur-
ther instruction, and thus, if even their souls are saved, at least the highly
important service they might have rendered to the cause of Christ is lost.
One of the Native preachers now with me says, he and some others of his
companions were under serious impressions for near ten years before they
became Christians. He in particular had two of our tracts, and though he
understood them very imperfectly, he saw that they revealed the only way to
everlasting bliss, and used to go into assemblies where the Purdns were
being read, telling the people to lay them aside and read the books he had
brought : as he was a bairagi, his request was generally complied with. But
when he wished to understand more fully what Christianity was, this seri-
oue dificulty arose, ** Where shall J find the people who distribute these
books ?* Fortunately it was printed on the last page of the book where he
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might obtain the instruction he needed and sought; and then, though rhe
went to the town where the Missionary lived, he was wandering about three
whole days before he found him. Another Native preacher who was with me
u short time ago, had received some books and was in quest of a Missiona-
vy two or three years hefore he found one.  Another poor old man reccived
i boolk from me wheo returning from a distant festival : he took it home
with him, committed it to memory and died firmly believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ, singing to his last moment that Christ alone could save: the
book was the ¢ Epitome of Religion.” Another man 1 heard of, who received
a book from me at the samme time and place, as the old man above alluded to,
became so convinced of the folly of Hinduism, that he renounced his own
books, gods and various badges of idolatry, and was in consequence turned
out of caste. e then fled, as I heard, toanother village, about ten or twelve
kos distant, but was soon followed by a storm of persecution ; thence he fled
to another, and what now is his fate, 1 have not heard. Now while we hear
of many cases of this kind, we may reasonably suppose there are many more
of which we do not hear; and surely some means ought to be adopted for
searching out these straying sheep ; but is our present plan by any means
adequately calculated to do this? It seems obvious that were Missionaries
generally to itinerate more, and form churches upon the apostolic model,
even with our present supply of Missionary strength the number of Chris-
tiana would soon be ten or even a hundred-fold, but unless this plan be
adopted, it is to be feared our few and feeble churches will long have to sing,
% Dear Lord, and shall we ever live at this poor dying rate ?"" Surely this
subject deserves our most serious consideration, and if it be found that we
have not been acting upon the most efficient principles, let it be remember-
ed it is not yet too late to mend. It is worthy of serious consideration too
whether those Missionaries who cannot or will not itinerate, ought to be
retained on the resources of the Society, unless they can be employed in
some other branches of Missionary labor. )

But it may further be objected that such is the imbecility of our Native
Christians too generally, that they would not long occupy even their present
position, if removed from the vigilant eye of a European Missionary, and
that a Native pastor, even though he have a requisite degree of piety, could
not be expected to possess either that general acquaintance with divine
truth or that command over his fellow-countrymen, which would be neces-
sary for the effective discharge of the duties of his office. But be it
observed that our Native preachers have far greater facilities in our
translations, tracts, &c. for becoming acquainted with at least the letter of
scripture than those whom the apostles thought fit to ordain over the
churches they formed ; while the Missionary might exercise the same con-
trol over the churches which the apostles exercised in addressing them by
epistles, occasionally visiting them or sending delegates, &c. We see, too,
among the churches the apostles formed much that was exceediugly irre-
gular and in many cases sinful in the extreme ; yet they did not think proper
to depart from their usual inethod. They did not for instance say, ¢ such
a church acts in a very disorderly or sinful manner, I must go and settle
among them.” Neither does it appear that the Holy Spirit ever intimated
that such was his will, and we cannot surely think of supplying their
deficiencies, if any will term them such, by our own devices. If we, as Mis-
sionaries, profess to derive our authority for preaching the Gospel to the
heathen from the commission given to them, it seems reasonable that we
should risk all consequences and follow, as far as possible, their example,
knowing that the word of the Lord shall not return to him void.

This plan may be further objected to on account of the highly interest-
ing and important charge many Missionaries have in a number of orphan
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and destitute children, whom they are training up in the way of life. Mo
this it may be replied, that however important such institutions are, thefv
must be regarded as subordinate to the public ministrations of the gospel.
The apostles were not sent forth to superintend schools, but to preach the
gospel, and this is or ought to be the supreme object of their legitimate
successors. 1 would not on any account be understood to speak disparaging-
Iy of thesc institutions, for none can value them more highly than mnyself’;
but I do fear that by too many Christians they are esteemed primary ra-
ther than secondary objects. Let schools (1 mean boarding sohools) be
encouraged to the utmost, but conducted on a different principle. It must,
I think, be adinitted that they are now generally conducted on the most ex-
pensive and inefficient scale :—expensive, because each Missionary is ob-
liged to kecp his separate establishment of teachers, superintendants,
buildings, &c.—and ineffective, as the allowance for each child, in per-
haps most cases, does not ecxceed 2 Rs. a month, and the school being
emall, not averaging probably more than 20 children, the Missionary has no
funds at command for giving them more than the bare rudiments of a plain
education and some simple occupation which will cost little or nothing. It
ought also to be remembered that the Missionary himself is not only filled
with incessant care in consequence of his school, but is also afraid to leave
his station for any length of time, lest some disease or irregularity should
arise among the children, and not unfrequently is he obliged to return with
all speed from a useful tour on account of one of these causes.

Would it not be well, then, to form au asylum io a central part of the dis-
trict, aud each Missionary send thither all the children and funds he could
obtain? thus each Missionary would be free to prosecute his own proper
work ; and further, each Mission would have its flourishing institution.

T'he general domestic management of the asylum might be under the
best native superintendance that could be obtained :—the children he
taught on the most improved principles, and over all have a judicious, in-
telligent, as well as pious European and his wife, with any other assistance
that might be found pecessary. Let the children generally receive a good,
plain, solid education, and the most pious and talented among them form a
separate class to be thoroughly instructed in theology. By this means a
number of young men would be in continual training for the work of the
ministry, to be disposed of according to the gift of God ; some as evangelists
or itinerant preachers, either alone or in company with the Missionaries,
and some as pastors over the churches. The other youths, whose talents
did oot fit them for the ministerial office, might be taught different trades
or occupations, which promise best for their future comfort and prosperity,
furnishing tbem at the same time with the most useful European improve-
ments that could be afforded: thus, we should have not only a pious, but,
also intelligent and well-qualified native ministry, and an interesting, re-
spectable and flourishing colony of Native Christians, and that too at little,
if any more expense than is now required in the maintenance of so many
little separate establishments.

Should you, dear sirs, think these remarks in auy way calculated to sub-
serve the real interests of Missions I shall feel obliged by your giving them
a place if possible in the Calcutta Christian Observer.

Yours sincerely,
8 J M
March 6th, 1843,
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X.—Sociely for the Amelioration of the Nutives of India.

‘We have much pleasure in publishing the accompanying Circular
und Report of the Educational Sub.-Committee of the Society for
promoting the temporal welfare of the natives of India. It is the
first of a series of reports and queries which we expect shortly to lay
hefore our friends. Our object in its publication is to give the widest
possible circulation to the queries, and to solicit from all, though they
may not be individuully addressed, replies to the interrogatories or
any other information calculated to subserve .the iuterests of the So-
ciety. We entreat all interested in the object contemplated by the
Society cordially and promptly to co-operate with it, at least in ob-
taining correct information ; without which but little practical good can
Le done in such a country as India,

Circular to accompany the Reports of the Sub-Committees of the Society
for Ameliorating the Temporal Condition of the People of India.

Calcutta, Union Chapel House, March 3d, 1843.

You may probably be aware that a Society has been formed in Calcutta
designated “ The Society for Ameliorating the Temporal Condition of the
Natives of India.” The objects of the Society are, First—To collect and
spread abroad correct information on the real condition of the people of this
country, together with suggestions for their improvement : Secondly—To
induce those interested in the welfare of the people of India to adopt prac-
tical measures for their benefit, such as renting Zemindaries, and the in-
troduction of a spirit of emulation ainongst the people in the diflerent
branches of handicraft. The General Committee has devolved the details
of the operations on four Sub-Commiittees, viz.

The Industrial.—The duties of this Committee involve every thing cal-
culated to improve the industrial and remunerative habits of the people.

The Domestic.—This branch embraces all the evils with their remedies
which affect the social happiness of the people, such as Infinticide, the
Cooly Trade, Polygamy, Domestic Economy and Morals, &c. &c. &c.

Judicial.—This refers to the administration of Justice and Police.

Educational. —This explains itself.

These Committees have drawn up a series of questions and reports—
the report and queries of the Educational branch I have taken the liberty
to forward, in the hope that you will be enabled to assist them in their
labors. Will you kindly forward such replies or suggestions as may occur
to you at your earliest convenience.

I am further instructed to solicit you to attempt to form a branch asso-
ciation at your Station. ‘The measure will not in the prescnt stage of the
proceedings involve much expense; while it may, we trust, be the means
ultimately of effecting much ‘good for tho masses of the people of India.
‘I'rusting you will unite with us in this good work,

I remain, your's sincerely,
March 4th. T. Boaz, Hony. Secretary.

PreLiMINABRY REPORT or THE SpeciarL Sus-commitTes on EpucaTtion.

1. lnaccordance with the resolution of the General Committee, the spe-
cial Sub-committee on Education have met for the purpose of drawing up
questions, with the view of eliciting the necessary information relative to
‘the Educational Statistice of Bengal.

2, The Sub-committee are thoroughly impressed with the couviction

2x 2
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that such information, in order to be practically available fov the purpose
of memorializing Government or appealing to the British Public, ought to
be. not only accurate so far as it goes, but comprehensive in its aim and
minute in its details. On this subject they dcem it important to substan-
tiatc the rightness of their own views by the authority of others. For this
end they have only to refer to the Educational Reports of Societies and
Government in Europe and America. In this country also they find the
Government Committee, in their instructions to Mr. Adaiwn, the late Com-
missioner of Education, declaring, that “ they deemed it more important
that the information obtained should be complete as far as it went, clear
and specific in its detsils, aud depending upon actual observation or un-
doubted authority, than that he should hurry over a large space in a
short time, and be able to give only a crude and imperfect account of the
state of education within that space ; —that, with a view to ulterior mea-
sures. it was just as necessary to know the extent of the ignorance that
prevailed where education was wholly or almost wholly neglected, as to
know the extent of the acquirements made where some attention was paid
toit.”

3. The soundness of these views cannot, it is believed, be controverted.
The object is to know, what is the state of education in Begal ?—in order
that we may form an intelligent judgment of its adequacy or inadequacy.
For this c¢nd, it is not enough to tell us vaguely and in round numbers
that there are so many schools in the country at large. We require to
know not merely the number of schools, but the pumber of youth attend-
ing them, as also their age, and average period of attendance—not merely
that they are taught something, but what they are taught, and Aow—and not
merely the numbers who receive some sort of instruction, but an approxi-
mate estimate of the numbers who receive no instruction at all. To bring
out all these essential, and other collateral points, with arithmetical pre-
cision, a considerable variety of questions must be put, and satisfactorily
answered. Such questions we have endeavoured to frame ; aud in doing
s0 we have freely availed ourselves of tbe experience of Mr, Adam,—a
portion of whose statistical tables was published several years ago.

4. To facilitate the labours of the statist, the questions have been divid-
ed into two sets. These again have been cast into two distinct forms or
moulds—the one, exhibiting the ordinary interrogatory form ; the other, the
schedule form. Of these, copies or specimens are herewith presented, viz.
Questions or Schedule A—and Questions or Schedule B, ‘T'he first series
of questions, or Schedule A, are designed to bring out distinctly the number
of children of the school-going age, of adults above it, and of children
below it ; of schools ; and of instructed adults, &c. The second series of
questions or Schedule B, are designed to bring out as distinctly the various
details connected with the age, number, and instruction of the pupils ;
scholastic apparatus ; remuneration of teachers, &c.

5. Were full and sufficient answers to these questions obtained from
every town and village of this Presidency, we should then have ample data
for constructing as accurate a chart of its educational resources and defici-
encies, as the most improved map of its geographical phenomena. But as
returns for every town and village, or even for a very large proportion of
these, cannot well be expected, under present circumstances, it is earnestly
recommended that philantbropic persons, who volunteer to aid our inquiries
in a field so important and yet so difficult of investigation, should rather
restrict themselves to the thorough examination of one or two marageable
localities, than diffuse their researches vaguely and indefinitely over many.
A complete statistical represeptation of a few would enable us, by transfer-
ence and analogy, to forin an approximate estimate of many ; whercas, a ran-
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dom or incomplete vicw of many would leave us without the necessary ac-
(uaintance with any at all, ALEXANDER Durr, Chairman, §c.

A.
Questions relating to the number of children of the school-going age, &«.

1. What is the name of the school or college, town or village, and where

situated ? Also, whether the seminary be English or Bengali, Sanskrit,

Arabic or Persian ?

AV hat is the number of families, Hindu and Mussulman ?

What is the number of individuals above 14 years ?

What is the number of individuals between 14 and 5°?

What is the numnber of individuals below 5 years ?

What is the number of elementary schools?

What is the number of Sanskrit or other colleges ?

What is the number of families, llindu and Mussulman, which receive

occasional instructions in reading and writing from parents or friends ?

What is the number of learned men, exclusive of those who teach

gchools ?

10. What is the number of persons above 14 who have received a degree
of instruction superior to mere reading or writing ?

11. What is the number of persons above 14 who can only read or write ?

12. What is the number of persons above 14 who can neither read nor write ?

13. What is the number of native medical practitioners ?

14. General remarks.

WIS CIN

©®

B.

Questions relating to various details connected with Bengali Patshalus,
Sanshkrit or Arabic Colleges, English or Persian Schools.

1. What is the name of the school or college, town or village, and where
situated # Also, whether the school or college be English or Bengali,
Sanskrit, Arabic or Persian ?

What is the name, age, and caste of the founder and proprietor?

When was it established ?

What is the number of pupils on the roll—and the actual attendance ?
\What is the usual age of admission ?

What is the average period of attendance, i. e. the number of months
or years ?

What is the caste, or subdivision of caste of the pupils, and the aver-
age proportion of each caste ?

What is the number who are natives of the town or village ?

What is the number, frow. other towns or villages, within reach of daily
attendance ?

What are the remote places from which any come ?

What is the name of the tribe or caste of the teachers ? And where
have these been educated themselves ?

What is the amount of the remuneration of the teachers, and of what
items does it consist ?

13. What are the subjects taught and the books read ?

14, What are school fees ?
15, Of what description is the school house ?

16. What is the number of holidays ?

17. Is it open or shut on Sundays ? .

18, What is the estimated monthly cost of writing materials, . e. pen, ink,

pnper, &c. &c, ? and by whom supplied ?

19. What is the number of pupils who receive instruction only ?
20. What is the number of pupils who, in addition, are fed and clothed?
21 General remarks.

P ©® N Snrep
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XI.—dAnnual Reports.

We continue our notice of the annual .reports of religious
and scholastic institutions : '

The Fourteenth Report of the Madras District Committce in connection
with the London Missionary Sociely has been with us for some weeks.—
It is a record of faithful labors of the brethren of that Society in
Southern India. It bLreathes the same spirit of faith, and utters the
same language of hope, as the reports on this side of India, but it
records no enlarged success, All the apparatus now employed by the
Church are in operation in the Missions, there is sufficient success in
the conversion of souls to Christ to prevent despondency, but not
enough to induce feelings of exultation, when the millions sunk in the
depths of guilty idolatry are viewed in contrast. It is cheering to find
our devoted brethren faithfully pursuing their work under such circum-
stances in hope of thatday when India with her millions shall ** shout
Hossanna to the Lord.”” 'We once more commend our beloved brethren
to Christ, and to the keeping of His grace, and the blessing of His
Spirit.

pThe Report of the Mirzapore Mission for the year 1842, We
are rejoiced to find this excellent Mission in full vigor. Mr.
Mather has itinerated in the region round about his station, espe-
cially in Rewah, Oude and at the Allahabad mel4, last cold season ; Mr.
Glen has commenced his labors in the Native language. He also
itinerated last cold season in the direction of Fattegurh. The Hindu-
stani church has been finished during the year. It was solemnly dedi-
cated to God on the 21st August; & lithographed plate of this elegant
little church accompanies the report. Native chapels are in progress
of erection in the city, the number of communicants at Mirzaporeis 11.
Two orphans have been baptised, others are candidates for that holy
rite.—There are three or four enquirers from amongst the heathen.
Considerable excitement has been created by a discussion carried
on in the pages of the Kkair Kwdk-i-Hind (anative paper conduct-
ed by Mr. Mather) in reference to Christianity. The hopes of the
Mission have been greatly disappointed in the death of a promising
Affghan convert ; he had made great proficiency both in things human
and divine ; and promised to be eminently useful. The Lord however
had otherwise arranged ; he was removed as in a moment from the field
of labor to that of reward. The orphan schools contain 100 children
—the outlay for their support is 200 rupees per mensem. The entire
responsibility of the support of these children devolves on the missionary
—the Parent Society in the present state of its funds not being able
to extend much aid to such institutions. The boys are taught printing,
lithographing and the weaving of carpets, book-binding and the manu-
facture of soap. As yet they have not been able to do without the aid
of superintendants, nor has the establishment become self-support-
ing ; the hope is however entertained that the superintendants may
soou be dispensed with, and the institution not only support but extend
itself. Mies. Thompson has left the mission for the Cape; the orphan
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girls” depnrtment has since her departure devolved on Mrs. Mather,
The number of pupils is 32, they nre taught to weave coarse cloth, bob-
bin, tape, to spin cotton for the use of weavers, and to be useful as ser-
vants. The attendance at the English school has, owing to the removal
of the school-house, a circumstance over which the Missionaries had no
control, diminished from 50 to 20.—The Native paper still continues
to Le useful. The translation of the New Testament, a simplification of
Martyn, both Roman and Arabic, has been printed ; a second edition
of the Romanized will be put to press immediately by the Bible Society.
The presses are employed in a measure for the Calcutta Religious Tract
Society.—The income of the Mission has been during the year Rs.
2,981-14-3—the expenditure Rs, 3,659-4-1, leaving the institution
in delbt Rs. 677-9-1.  Our prayer is that the Lord may abundantly
bless this useful and truly promising Mission.

The Twentieth Annual Report of the Parental Academy. We are happy
to find that the Parental is progressing : the debt which has long been
an incubus upon its energies is in course of hopeful liquidation. The
number of pupils has increased, and the prospects of the institution
are brighter than they have been for some time past. We sincerely hope
that they may continue to brighten, and that the system of education
adopted may always have a tendency to the useful ; it has always been
based upon a scriptural and catholic foundation.

The Ninth Report of the Guzarati Mission. The brethren at this
important station have been diligently employed in their Master’s
work. In the preaching of the gospel, the printing and distributing
of tracts and books, and in the conduct of vernacular schools, the
brethren have been most abundant. The number of books and
tracts distributed is 22,000. The number of pupils in the vernacular
schools 200. Extensive itineracies have been engaged in during
the year. The worship, in the native and Eurcpean Mission chapels,
has been maintained as usual.

The Surat English lustitution is still upheld. The number of pupils
56—only half the number in attendance during the former year. This
is attributed to the removal of several families to the Presidency. The
brethren have discontinued the practice of giving pice to the poor, a
wise resolve. Many applications for baptism have been made, but one
only has been received ; the motives of the majority were deemed at
least such as to render it necessary to hold them in abeyance. The
income has been Rs. 1,909-15-3 ; the expenditure Rs. 2,682-12-5, leav-
ing a debt of Rs. 772-13-2. “ We have (add the brethrenin a note) had
much pleasure in the accession made to the Mission during the past year
by the arrival of Miss Flower, who is now studying the language with
a view to usefulness in vernacular female schools. We pray that an
effectual door may be opened to her efforts.” We regret to find that
the excellent W. Fyvie is obliged to seek the restoration of his health
in the Neilgherries.

The Third Annual Report of the Agra Missionary Societyis an interesting
document. Since the last report, the committee state that a Roman
Catholic enquirer has been baptised, and Henry and Joseph Lewis
candidates for the office of Catechists, have, after the usual period of
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probation and exnmination, been received as preachers and mission-
aries. The committee have endeavored to obtain the services of one of
Mr. Start’s brethren to saperintend the Mission—to this some difficul-
ties have presented themselves, which the committee hope may yet be
removed. The Society has sustained a great loss for the time being in
the departure of Mr. Williams, pastor of the Baptist Church at Agra.
Mr. W. it is hoped, will be useful in exciting an interest wheresoever
he may travel on behalf of the infant Mission at 4gra. An intelligent
voung man, conversant with Hindi and Urdd has been accepted as a
probationary student, for the Mission work. There are now eight
persons connected with the Society, six as preachers, one as a student,
and one as a peon. Two preachers to the heathen have been added
during the year. Worship has been regulariv conducted in the Mis-
sion chapel, and also on market days in the open nir—a weekly lecture
for the improvement of the agents has also Leen maintained. The
monthly journals of the missionaries are read at the meeting. About
fiftcen of the heathen have been regular in their attendance on divine
worship; some are, it is hoped, sincere inquirers. The chapel services
have also been very beneficial to many Native Christian families who,
were it not for the Society’s ageuts, would be deprived of the means of
Christian worship and instruction. The committee have greatly encour-
aged itinerant labors. The Missionaries go out two and two in rota-
tion, within a circuit of sixty miles of the station. The committee feel
assured that a great change has taken place in the manner and eager-
ness with which the villagers listen to the gospel during the last few
vears. The report concludes with some interesting extracts from the
journals of the missionaries, for which we regret we have not space.
Tle simplicity of the object and economy in expenditure of the Agra
Society ought to commend it, and its laborers to all who love our Lord
in sincerity and truth. The receipts during the year have been Rs.
2,750-10-5 ; the expenditure Rs. 2,742-10-5, leaving a balance of eight
rupees in the haads of the treasurer.

Brief Report of the American Madras Mission from its commence-
ment. ‘This is a concise and faithful report. The Mission was commenced
in 183G, by the Rev. M. Winslow, formerly of this city, and Dr. Scudder ;
Mr. W. is still labouring at Madras, Dr. S. has been obliged to seek
the restoration of health in his native land. More indefatigable laborers
than the founders of the Madras American Mission could scarcely be
found. Three other laborers have since 1836 been annexed to the Mis-
sion, Messrs. Hutchins, Ward and Hunt. The Mission pertains to the Pres-
byterian church in the United States. One means employed for spreading
the Gospel by the Mission bas been the press. ‘I'he Mission have published
at their prees fifteen tracts, single or in small volumes. These have been
printed at the expense of the American T'ract Society. They have also
published the whole Bible in Tamil, 6000 copies ; New T'estamnent in Telo-
goo 3000, and 20,000 (each) of the gospel of Luke, and Acts of the apostles
in Telogoo; a Tamil newspaper and a copious English and Tamil Dic-
tionary, 800 octavo pages, are now in the press; a 'amil and English Die-
tionary, 1000 royal octavo pages, is aleo in an advanced state, Tract dis-
t¢ribution has been vigorously maintained, and central spots have been fixed
apon for this purpose, to which inquirers might resort. Dr. S, appears to
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have been quite a tract apostle, he travelled the length and breadth of the
country, scattering fur and wide the word of life. ‘The Society has
two settled stations, Royapooram and Chindrepetta ; the Missionaries labor
also in the vicinity of the stations and in Black Town. A new church has
Leen erected at Itoyapooram, towards defraying the expenses of which about
1200 rupees are required, 5,100 rupees have been raised on the spot for this
object. The average attendance on Cliristian worship at each station is
about 300 ; the word of God is preached in the Bazar from house to house.
In achools the Missionaries have not been able to do all they could have
desired ; their labors in this department have been confined to the commnu-
nication of Christian knowledge in the village and Mission schools. They
have notwithstanding boarding schools for native girls and boys. 'I'he ob-
ject of the girls' school at Chindrepetta is to instruct the offspring of the
better classes : it is under the care of Mrs. Winslow ; the number of pupils
is hut 6, It is however a beginning. The English school for boys con-
tains 45 pupils. A day girls’ school at Royapooram, under Mrs. Hutchins,
contains about 20. Thirteen vernacular schools, containing about 550
children are connected with the different stations. The Scriptures are fully
taught in all the schools. A Sunday school is maintained in all. One of
the teachers has embraced Christianity. ‘The number of communicants is
30. The funds of the Society are in a depressed state. Owing to com-
mercial distress in America, thirty schools were at one time abandoned ;
they were re-opened by the kind assistance of friends at Madras ; such how-
ever is the state of the funds of the Parent Society, that if means cannot be
procured for their permanent support in India, the Report states, that the
Missionaries must dismissnearly all the schools ; this we sincerely hope may
not be the case, but rather that the friends of native education will come to
the help of our devoted brethren at Madras. We commend our brethren of
the American Mission, and their work, to all who love the Lord Jesus in
sincerity.

Secoid Report of the Native Female Orphan Asylum at Cawnpore,
This is a very satisfactory detail of a most useful institution. The Cawn-
pore Female Orphan Institution, originated in the distress created by the
great famine. The institution has undergone great fluctuations from the
time of the departure of its excellent founder, Rev. E. White, until it
was placed under its present indefatigable superintendents, Mr. and Mrs.
Perking: The institution is now entirely under the control of the Society
for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. ‘The children are taught that
only which is calculated to make them useful as native Christians. Seven
girls have been admitted into the schools since1838. Eight have been
married ; and 12 have been removed by death during the years 1840, 41, 42.
Brief accounts of the dying moments of some of these dear children are re-
corded in the Report : tge memory of them, itis said, issweet. Three have
been expelled for bad conduct. The present number on the funds of the
institution is 53. ‘The proceeds of the labor of the pupils for the last two
years amount to 500 rupees. The original fund 0f 13,000 has been reduced
by the necessities of the institution to 4,000 ; the monthly income is about
150, the expenditure 300, leaving a deficit of 1530 rupees mounthly. We
hope the necessary funds will not be wanting to the support of an institution
which ¢ has no other object in view than that of reducing the amount of
female degradation and infant suffering:” we think the committee will not
have to appeal to the benevolence of the Christian Church in vain—pure
and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this, to visit the futher-
lessand the widows in * their affliction, and to kecp himself unspotted from
the world.”

UOL. IV, 2y
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X11.—Richardson’s Poetical Selections.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.
DEaR Sigs,

The above-mentioned work being published under the authority of the
Caleutta Committee of Public Instruction, gives it an influence over the
minds of Hindu youths and the teachers in public schools, which it is of
great importance should be on the side of morality and truth. As the
committee do not consider their systemn of education anti-Christian, it is
of vast moment that they should exercise a strict supervision over all school-
books which receive their sanction, that no anfi-Christian sentiments or
principles be inserted. In their Sanskrit and Muhammadan Colleges works
opposed to Christianity were used. Capt. Richardson has, I think, offended
against the moral interests of llindu society in his Selections by the
manner in which he holds up Shelley to almost unqualified eulogium ;
while he Jaunches out in praise of his genius, no warning note is given of
the deep and dangerous errors which lurk beneath the beauties of his
versification. Was this advisable in a public instructor, when putting forth
a work likely to make a deep impression on the unformed minds of native
lads? The ipevitable tendency of his criticisms is to induce school-boys
to peruse the entire works of Shelley, where they will imbibe the most
dangerous moral poison. Does Capt. R. think the moral powers of native
youth are so pure and so strong that they require no friendly voice to puard
them from the path of temptation ? Shelley was expelled from Ozford on
account of the atheistic opinions he advocated in an Essay. A few extracts
will be given here from Shelley's notes appended to his poetical works,
which show what a model Capt. R. sets up to the gaze and admiration of
Hindu youth. Paine and Hume's writings have circulated extensively in
this country, and are Government funds to be appropriated to the diffusion
of their principles through the vehicle of p(:etry ? .

»

< All that miserable tale of the Devil, and Eve, and an Intercessor, with
the childish mommeries of the God of the Jews, is irreconcilable with
the knowledge of the stars.”

« I am acquainted with a lady of considerable accomplishments, whom
the Christian religion has goaded to incurable insanity. A parallel case is,
I believe, within the experience of every physician.”

“ Prostitution is the legitimate offspring of marriage and its accom-
panying errors. Chastity is a monkish and evangelical superstition, a
greater foe to natural temperance even than an intellectual sensuality; it
strikes at the root of all domestic happiness, and consigns more than half
the human race to misery, that some few may monopolize according to law.
A system could not well have been deviced more studiously hostile to
human happiness than marriage.”

Since the English language abouunds in poetry not calculated to injure
the morals, but to foster every noble feeling in the mind of youth, why
should the rising generation in Hindustin be exposed to the contamination
of Shelley ?

Capt. Richardson has propounded as strange propositions, as ever
were presented to public notice, in his biography of Shelley. ¢ Shelley's errors
were all of the head, and left his heart unsullied. 1le bad not the faithof a
Christian, but it was consistent with his nature to act Jike one.” The Bible
teaches us, and experience confirms it, that no person can act like a Christian
unless he be one; in as much as a Clristian’s conduct is the result of a



1843.] On the Ulility of reading Books in general. 363

supernatural change wrought in bis mind by the Holy Spirit. But in giving
expression to such o sentiment, Capt. R. cannot surely be a believer in the
Scripture doctrine of man’s depravity, which renders it impossible for him by
any unaided effort of his own to turn and prepare himself for good works.
St. John states a Christian is one who is born “ not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Again Capt. R. as-
serts ¢ Shelley's errors were all of the head and left the Aecart unsullied.”
Shelley was an Atheist, and therefore renounced the doctrine of moral ob-
ligation, which can have no foundation except in the unchangeable nature
and character of a holy God, the great Fountain and Source of all being and
of all moral cxcellence. No man drifted about by his own evilpassions and
propensities can have a heart unsullied! In a dangerous and unknown
sea a ship cannot be steered safe without chart or compass! We should
have thought that the scenes of the first French revolution had suffi-
ciently refuted this absurd dogma. Can any one contemplate the deeds
of bleod perpetrated by the Sans Culottes of Paris, when the nation
had avowed its belief in Atheism, and yet assert that opinions have
no influence on the conduct? Capt. R. believes 2 man to have had an
“ unsullied heart,” who was the avowed enemy of Jchovah, and who
had uttered the tnost blasphemous expressions against the throne and
Majesty of Ileaven. A statesman of the present day, no way distin-
guished by consistency of conduct or rectitude of principle, declared be-
fore the students of Glasgow College that a man is no more responsible
for his belief than for the colour of his hair. Capt. R. appears totally to
deny the influence our opinions may exercise over our practice. So truth
is in this view of little consequence, or it is, as Horne T'ooke defines it,
what any one takes or believes it to be. I put it therefore to the Chris-
tian Government of this land, I put it to the present respected Deputy
Governor of Bengal, who is esteemed an upright, philanthropic, Christian
man, whether a work containing selections from such an author without
one note of warning, nay with implied praise, be such a selection as a
Government composed of Christian men should, with authority end at the
cost of the state, put into the hands of the rising race of Hindus ?

Your”s truly,
A FRIEND TO EDUCATION.

XII1.—On the Utility of reading Books in general.
The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge.— Prov. xv. 14.

My DEAR )

You say in yours of the — ultimo, that during the past week you had
“ thought much and read somewhat'’—but that your satisfaction derived
from the perusal of books was greatly diminished by the reflection arising
from Solomon’s adinonition, that ¢ of making many books there is no end ;
aud much reading is a weariness of the flesh ;” and that you * deeply felt
conviuced, that, all knowledge, the advantages of which terminate with this
life, was not worth acquiring.”

I agree with you that it is not worth the labour of a rational and account-
able being only to acquire knowledge that will terminate with this life, Burt
I would not for this reason forbear altogether from reading—nor would [
disseminate the notion that ¢ reading was of no utility.” Would you
give up reading in foto, because the books you read are not directly re-

2q2
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ligious books? if so—then, the Bible is the only book that any one should
read. Would you not be, in such a case, acting thepart of a second
Omar # My opinion, in brief is—that all books should be read but in sub-
serviency to that great book the Bible.

We should always bear in mind that there is a use and an abuse of things
—if a thing be a@bused, no prudent man will on that account declaim
against the i se of it altogether.

Knowledge is a desirable thing, and we should “ with all our getting get
understanding,” (Prov. iv. 7,) we should acquire * knowledge rather than
choice gold,” (Prov. viii. 10.)

Knowledge is acquired in two ways—from our own experience and from
the ezperience of others. There are few individuals who can always avail
themselves of the first mode of acquirement; it requires time and in
many cases talents of a superior cast. The second mode is within the reach
of persons of almost every grade in life, endowed with the most ordinary
talents. W’e cannot acquire knowledge by the first method, because we
are men of business and are not gifted with talents of a superior order,
therefore we must seek for it not so much from our own experience as
from the experience of those who have gone before us and who have left us
their experience in books. In these repositories we must go and seek for
th?t knowledge which the wise man saysis ‘‘ more desirable than choice
gold.”

Knowledge is of two kinds—knowledge of Good and knowledge of Evil—
the latter is to be eschewed by all accountable creatures, for such know-
ledge will only bring misery—but the former, which cometh from the
Father of all good gifts, will multiply peace to them that seek after it.
2 Pet. i. 2.—Worldly knowledge or such as leads us to make pernicious and
arrogant distinctions between men and things to our own hurt, * puffeth
ap” but through heavenly knowledge shall the just be delivered, (Prov. xi.
9.) St Paul says, “ knowledge puffeth up, but charity buildeth up;” that
is, as Lord Bacon explains, “ not but it is an excellent thing to speak with
the tongues of men and angels, but because, if it be severed from charity,
and not referred to the good of men and mankind, it hath rather a sounding
and unworthy glory than animating and substantial virtue ;" and “that it was
not the pure knowledge of nature and universality that Solomon condemns
by saying that there is no end of inaking books, and that much reading is a
weariness of the flesh, but it was proud knowledge of Good and Evil, with
an infent in man to give law unto himself and to depend no more upon
God’s commandment, which kind of knowledge was the form of the first
temptation and cause of the fall of man.”

Let us then, iy dear friend, not forbear from acquiring knowledge, for
knowledge is a desirable thing. Let our hearts be charitably inclined and
sincere to seek ; and God, who is the Fountain of all wisdom, will in-mercy
direct us in the right path that-leads to the mansions of true and heavenly
knowledge. Let us not discard such books as do not directly and
solely treat on religious subjects. Let us not be apprehensive that such
books will poison our minds with proud and ungodly notions,—will not
He who gives knowledge to the bee and enables it to gather delec-
table nectar from little flowers give us also such knowledge as to
enable us to collect refreshing food for our minds from books that are
not all directly of a religious nature ? Let us not be afraid—but believe :
are we not “ of more value' than these humble members of the great
family of our Heavenly Father ? .

I will now endeavor to illustrate the above reflections by a few instances
of the advantages derivable from the reading of books in gemeral. To
obviste confusion and to facilitate investigation, I will divide the field of
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inquiry, according to Lord Bacon, into three parts—1. Relating to Memory,
or History.—2. Relating to the Imagination, or Poetry.—3. Relating to the
Understanding or Philosophy.

So I will begin with history—ancient and modern, and include in it also
biography—journals—annals and chronicles—epistles—et ceters, which
are to be considered as adjuncts and appendices of History properly so
called.

Now, if History be read with a view of benefiting ourselves in the con-
cerns of this life only, its great utility even then will not be denied by
those who have not only their own happiness to care for, but have also the
well-being of millions of their fellow-creatures to guard and to promote
—all sound political knowledge can be derived from History chiefly. There is
“ nothing new under tbe sun”’—all modes of regular Government have
existed—we can by looking into the history and annals of past ages find
out, which sort of laws and admibistrations have maioly tended to the
amelioration of the condition of nations, or from what causes they have been
depressed by misery, or how vice and luzury have been introduced to
enslave them, and thereby we may learn to adopt good and sound measures
and reject those of an evil and pernicious tendency. .

Theoretic politicians may try ezperiments, but a practical politician has
the experience of ages to build his system upon. However, as there is no
likelihood of either being placed at the helm of Governments, I will not
enlarge on this point, but go to that which most essentially concerns every
individual—viz. the advantages derivable from the perusal of history as
it involves our well-being in the present world and our efernal happiness
in the world to come.

“ By me kings reign, and princes decree justice” (Prov. viii. 13,) says the
Sovereign of the universe. Happy are they who know this ! To what mental
torment are those ‘ fools” brought who say in their hearts there is “ no
God.” From the want of this divine knowledge they are induced to ac-
cept preposterous conclusions and to believe in a thousand probabilities—
and why ? because they will not humble themselves to believe in one re-
vealed certainty. Let us not be like them * fools who hate knowledge” and
* despise instruction ;" .but the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge (Prov.
xviii. 15.) Let us, my dear friend, take the wholesome advice of the wisest
of men and diligently seek, and we shall then find how ezactly the above
declaration is fulfiled. In profane history we shall make an impartial
discovery, that, ¢truly by God, kings do reign and princes decree jus-
tice. A believer believes that such is the case.—But let him read the his-
tory of Cyrus the Great, in the Cyropzdia of Xenophon, and he will then be
convinced that this declaration of God is not merely an article of belief,
but such is actually the case. He will find that all the leading incidents in
Cyrus's life (although not known to him) were foretold, and that all his
actions were guided by Ilim who had in his Omniscience foretold them. He
will there find that all the threatenings denounced against the * proud”
city of Babylon Aave been verified as foretold. And will not such evidence
confirm and illuminate his belief> and will it not also enable bim to
give a reason, to every man that asketh of him, of the hape that is in him ?
1 Pet. iil. 15.

Let also the believer look into the history of Alexander the Great, by
Plutarch and Quirtius Curtius, and he will there find the litera! fulfilment
of the threatenings denounced against the vaunting city of Tyre : What
stability will this give to his wavering belief! and what consolation to his
sinking heart!

I was lately reading ‘‘ Keith on the Prophecies” and the passage, brought
from Quintius Curtius to elucidate the literal fulfilmeat of the prophecy
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by Ezekiel, which eays regarding Zlyre, * They shall lay thy stones and thy
timber and thy dust in the midst of the water—1 will also scrape her dust
from her"—(chap. xxvi. 4—12,) was so exactly corroborative of the cited
text, that 1 was most forcibly and deeply struck by it—indeed, so much so,
that of all the arguments adduced for the authenticity of the word of God
this alone for me would be conclusive and sufficient. .

Let also the believer look into Tacitus, into Pliny and others, and they
will prove to him that the Book of bis faith is the Book of God.

To enumerate all the historical works that tend to the elucidation of the
Bible would be too much for my present plan and purpose. To enter into
the details of the different kinds of advantages derivable from those would
require volumes.—Read, my dear friend, and you shall then discover for
yourself, that the advantages of reading are such as ought to be sought for
by every lover of God and His word.

How precious are the evidences (unintentional and consequently impar-
tial) of the encmies of the Bible, such as a Gibbon and a Volney! Because
they are profane writers, should we on that account discard their evidence ?
—no—on examination they will be found to be evidences /or and not
against us—you will] find that Keith has made them subservient to the
great cause he was pleading before the tribunal of the world—they have
been condemned out of their own mouths.

Such is the true use we should meake of uninspired books—and such are
the advantages we can derive from the perusal of history. Now—will you
or can you say that such advantages and knowledge are “ not worth acquir-
ing?" I will not take upon myself to answer for you— Yes or No.

1 am, with Christian affection,
My dear —, Your friend,

. JUNIOR.*
B. Factory, lat April,"1843.

fHisgionarp an® Weligious Entelligence.

1.—MissioNnarY AxD Eccresiasticar MovEMENTS.

The Bishop of Calcutta and party arrived at Calcutta on Friday the
12th May, after a tedious voyage from Bombay. The following candidates
for the ministerial work were ordained by the Bishop at the Cathedral, on the
25th of the same month. The Rev. Messrs. Macallum and Prochnow as
deacons—tbe former is to labor at Bhagulpore in connection with the
Clergy Aid Society. The latter amongst the Hill Tribes at Rajkote, near
Simla, in connection with the Simla mission.—Rev. J. Haberlin, D. D.
has reached Simla in improved health.—Messrs. Johnstone and W. Dawson
were set apart to the Missionary work in connexion with the London Society’s
Mission in the Madras Presidency, at Vizagapatam, during the month.—We
announce with regret the deaths of Mrs. Comstock of the American Baptist
Mission, on the 28th of April, and of Mrs. Simons, of the American Bap-
tist Mission, atTellichery, on the 3rd May. The Rev. W. and Mrs. Buyers
were (D. V.) to eail for India on the 15th of May.—Rev. 5. Ray, formerly
of the London Society’s Calcutta Mission, died recently in America.—Rev.
T. Jackson of Stockwell, London, we believe, the only surviving founder
of the London Missionary Society, died suddenly in the month of March

* We have taken the liberty to make a few alterations in our correspondent’s
letter which we are confident he will not condemn,—E». C. C, O
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last.—Mrs. Bayne, the wife of the Rev. Mr. Bayne, formerly pastor
of the La) Bazar chapel, has entered into her rest.—The Rev. Messrs.
Reuther, Druesc and Hubner, of the Berlin Missionary Society, have chosen
Ghnznporc for their labours. May the Lord bless them and make them a
blessing to the people of that interesting and long neglected city.

2.—Missionany Praver MEerTINGs.

‘The United Missionary Prayer Meeting was held on Monday evening, the
1st ult.,, at the Union Chapel, Dharamtala. The service was opened
with reading the scriptures, and prayer by the Rev. G. Small. The address
was delivered by the Rev. A. Duff, D. D. ; subject, the freeness, fulness,
and sovereignty of Divine Grace 'in the salvation of mankind. Text,—
¢ By grace are ye saved.” The Rev. T. Smith concluded with prayer.

‘The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting connected with the London
Missionary Society, was held on Wednesda.y evening the 10th ult., at the
Union Chapel.—The Rev. R. deRodt, delivered a very interesting address
on the introduction of the gospel into Denmark and Sweden.—Rev. T.
Boaz followed up the subject with a few remarks in reference to Swartz and
Serampore ; the former a Dane, the latter a Danish settlement, both highly
distinguished in the annals of Missions. Mr. B. also referred to the present
encouraging state of Italy, and the progress of the work ofGod amongst the
Jews, especially at Jerusalem.

3.—NEw MontaLy Rericious PerioprcarL at Mapras.

We have much pleasure in stating to the friends of religion and Missions,
that a new religious periodical is about to be started at Madras, called the
Madras Christian Instructor and Missionary Record. It is to be based
upon the model of the Christian Observer. The enterprising projectors
have our sincerest prayer that success may accompany this new effort to do
good in India. Our publishers will gladly forward orders for the work.

4.—ExTract or A LerTEr FrRoM REv. A. F. Lacrorx.

The following extract from a letter received by the last mail from
the Rev. A. F. Lacroix, will be read with interest; the intelligence
from the South Seas is sad indeed :

T have been very much pleased with my visit to Scotland, and saw
in the two chief cities of that kingdom most of the good men of all
denominations, Dr. Chalmers among others. The crisis of the Scotch
Church is at hand, and there is now no longer any doubt that next
May aboutthe time when this will reach you, at least four hundred
Ministers, and among them some of the very best of the whole body,
will secede from the Established Church. Dr. Chalmers and his party
are fully preparing themselves for that event. A fund for the main-
tenance of the Miunisters and the building of churches is in progress and
going on very well. The Secession and other Dissenting Ministers
have been applied to, to know whether they would grant to the Ministers
who shall come out the use of their places of worship until their own
new ones can be erected, whick of course has been cheerfully promised.

* This revelution in the Scotch Church will have a mighty eflect, and
no doubt produce a re-action all over the Protestant world.

“ The increasing efforts of Popery, Puseyism and Infidelity against
evangelical religion, are causing many to see the necessity of more
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union and active co-operation among good men of all evangelical de-
nominations, so as to enable them to present for the future a more
compact front to the enemy, than their internal differences, alas ! have
hitherto prevented them from presenting. Three meetings which I
have attended have already been held for that purpose, aud I have on
the whole been much pleased with what I witnessed there and the
spirit that prevailed. May the God of love bless this attempt at union !
—T hail it as a token for good, and it is of all T have as yet seen in
Eungland, that which has been most gratifying to my heart—John
xviig 21.

* Our Directors have been greatly distressed at the news which has
just reached London of the French having taken formal possession of
Tahiti. It seems the Queen Pomare Aas been forced by them at the can-
non's mouth to sign away the sovereignty of her dominions to the French.
Strong remonstrances have within the last day or two have been made
on the subject to the British Government. Whether it will interfere
in the matter is still doubtful. The country however is taking up the
infamous transaction, and will agitate it till Government is obliged to
take serious notice of it. Should the French eventually retain posses-
sion of those Islands, what with their official interference, the disso-
luteness of manners they will introduce, and the popish Missionaries
that will repair there, it is to be feared that the whole of these flou-
rishing Missions will be ruined. Is it sad, but God reigns ? Satan is
every where now bestirring himself mightily, for he knows that his
time is short.”

5.—REePorT oF THE DEPUTATION T0 LoxpON, AND MINUTE OF THE SPECIAL
ComuissioN of TERE GENERAL AssEMBLY OF THE CBURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The movements made in the llouse of Commons onbebalf of the Church’s
claims having failed the following extract shews the result consequently
come to by the ‘* Special Committee” acting for the Church.

At a meeting of the Special Commission of the General Assembly, held
on Tuesday last week, the Report of the Deputation to London was given
in by Dr. Macfarlane, of Greenock, and read, after which the Commission
adopted the following Minute upon the subject :—

The Special Commission having considered the Report of the Deputation
to London, approve of the same, and of the conduct of the deputation,

The Commission deeply lament the resolution to which the House of
Commons have come ; and now appeal to the Church and the country, pro-
testing that they have done all that it was possible for them to do, consistent-
ly with the fundamental principles of the Church of Scotland, to avert the
national calamity, which now appears to be inevitable.

The Church has not at any time asked more than she considered herself
entitled to demand, according to her coustitution, as it has heretofore been
understood ; and she has again and again declared her willingness to submit
to any mode of settlement that might be proposed, consistent with that
constitution.

She has ever avowed that an Established Church holds the privileges of
her establishment from the State, and that these privileges are liable to be
withdrawn by the State, should it find that the Church has violated the con-
ditions on which she holds them. She admits, moreover, that if the Church
deeire to retain her connection, as an Fstablished Church, with the State,
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she must fulfil these conditions; and that it belongs to the State to deter-
mine and declare what these conditions are, or shall be, in time to come.

It has been the desire of the Church, as it is her duty, to act fairly and
honestly in accordance with the provisions of the law of patronage, while it
continues to subsist. She has never claimed a right to defeat that law by
any enactment of her own, so as to render the rights of patrons a nullity,
or to deprive them of their legal force ; nor has she sought any extension of
power to enable her to doso. As to this matter, what the Church has
asked is simply an act of Parliament securing, in whatever way might be
deemed most expedient and desirable, the application of her fundamental
principle—that no minister be intruded into any parish contrary to the will
of the congregation. This principle she had always heretofore believed to
be in accordance with the statutes sanctioning her establishment, and con-
sistent with the law of patronage, fairly interpreted in the spirit of these
statutes. And holding it to be a principle. which she could not abandon,
she-sought nothing more than the free and unfettered right to carry it into
practical effect.

In regard again to her spiritual jurisdiction and liberty. the Church has
not sought any undefined acknowledgment of that liberty, or any new defi-
nition of the subjects to which her exclusive spiritual jurisdiction extends.
These are enumerated and set forth, with sufficient fulness and precision, in
the ancient statutes by which her constitution was ratified and established.
What was asked from Parliament was simply that the Church Courts, and
the members of these Courts, should be protected from coercion and inter-
ference on the part of the Civil Courts—not in any unknown and uncertain
range of spiritual power—but in disposing of the precise matters severally
specified in these statutes already subsisting.

Farther, the Church, while claiming to be protected in the exercise of her
exclusive spiritual jurisdiction; in the several matters specified in the statutes
has always been ready to come to an understanding with the State, as to the
principles upon which that jurisdiction was to be exercised ; so that her
demand has been strictly limited to this, that, in the precise actings in
which she complains of the unconstitutional interference of the Civil Courts,
she shall be left free to give effect to her own avowed principles, without
being subject to the interference of the Civil Courts, except as to civil
effects. -

Thus, in the matter of the settlement of mninisters, the Church has declar-
ed that she would accept of an act of Parliament which would allow her
to give full practical effect to her fundamental principle of Non-Intrusion,
in any form which the State may prefer, if it effectually excluded the inter-
ference of the Civil Courts in that matter with the Church’s exercise of
ber spiritual functions, except as to civil effects only.

So, also, in any other matter in which the Church complains of her jurisdic-
tion being invaded, she has asked a similar remedy to be applied; not by an
undefined recognition of her jurisdiction as a whole, but by protection being
afforded to her in the exercise of her jurisdiction, according to her avowed
principles, in that particular matter; and were this accomplished inrefer-
ence to the specific grievances which the Church has pointed out, she has
always been willing to rely, for the free exercise of her jurisdiction and
liberty in other matters, %and in the general administration of government
and order, on the ancient statutes ratifying the samme—Dbeing satisfied that,
under these statutes, the interference of the Civil Courts would be suffi-
ciently excluded, except, as above explained, to civil effects only.

But while these explanations seem to be called for, as to the manner in
which the Church has always sought that the Legislature should afford to
her protection in carrying out her principle of Non-Intrusion, and exercising

voL. IV. 21z
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her exclusive jurisdietion in the several matters recognised by the statutes,
as the subjects of that jurisdiction —and while it is importaut, if possible, by
such explanations, to remove misunderstanding and prejudice—the Commis-
sion feel, at the same time, that they do not affect the actual position in
which the Church is now placed, and the solemn duty which the Commuis-
sion have now to discharge.

The claims of the Church, as to both these points, have now, as it ap-
pears to the Commission, been conclusively rejected by tlie State.

Hitherto the Church though remaining in connection with the State, has
declined to comply with the decisions of the Courts of Law, as to the mat-
ters at issue between the Church and them ; because, while she acknow-
ledged the competency of these Courts to dispose of all-the civil questions
involved, she could not discover any warrant given to them by the State
authoritatively to determine the conditions of the Church’s Establishment,
or to declare the mind and will of the State regarding tbhem.

The State, however, has now declared its own will, by substantially
adopting the interpretation of the Courts of Law as to the conditions of
the Church's Establishment, and fizing these conclusively, in direct oppo-
sition to what the Church has hitherto understood them to be, as settled
at the Revolution, and guarauteed by the Treaty of Union, as well as to
her own constitution and fundamental laws, her views of the Word of God,
and her solemn convictions as to the only lawful and scriptural footing on
which a Church of Christ can conseat to be in connection, as an Establish-
¢d Church, with any of the kingdorms of this world.

The conditions of her Establishinent being now so declared, by the only
authority which she can recognise as competent to declare them, the alter-
native before the Church, as a spiritual kingdom, is either to comply with
these conditions, and acquiesce in the Constitution now imposed upon her, or
to abandon the privileges of the Establishment, to which sach conditions
are now attached—protesting, at the same time, against the wrong which
she suffers, and casting upon the British Legislature the entire responsibi-
lity of allowing the Coustitution of the Cburch and kingdom of Scotland to
be subverted, as it appears to this Commission, in one of its most essential
articles, expressly reserved from the control of the Imperial Parliament
iteelf, at the time of the union with England.

In these circumstances, the Special Commission deem it incumbent upon
them to announce to the Church and country, as they now do, with the
utmost pain and sorrow, that the decisive rejection of the Chureh’s claims
by the Government and by Parliament appears to theni conclusive of the
present struggle, and that, in the judgment of the Commission, nothing
remains but to make immmediate preparation for the new state of things
which the Church must, so far as they can see, contemplate as inevitable.

It is true that the Special Coimnmission have no power to bring the mo-
nentous question to a final close, but must report their proceedings to the
General Assembly. They feel it, however, to be their duty, in so unpre-
cedented a crisis—and considering the urgent necessity of preparing for the
event which must be anticipated as then likely to occur—to give forth now
their deliberate judgment in regard to it, and to warn the Church and -peo-
ple of Scotland, that, so far as the Commission can see, no course will be
left for the Asseinbly, or for those who hold. saeréd the principles now at
issue, to adopt, but to relinquish the benefits of the Establishment. 'The
Comunission are fully persuaded, that nothing but a conscientious necessity
can warrant a step fraught with consequences which it is impossible to con-
template without the deepest anxiety and alarm. They retain undiminish-
ed their attachment tp the prineiple of a National Establishment of religion
—their sense of the manifold practical.benefits resulting both to the Chureh
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herself and to the community, from a right Scriptural connection with the
State—and their anxicty to have had the present painful and embarrassing
(question in the Church of Scotland, adjusted on any terms to which she
could consistently with her principles submit. And they can only hope,
that whatever may be the issue, in the providence of Almighty God, of
these disnstrous movements, it will be clear to all Christendom, and to
remote posterity, that the Church has not hastily or wantonly cast away
thc advantages of her Establishment—not untll all her efforts had failed to
have her Scripture principles recognised, and her ancicnt Constitution
protected.

Finally, inasmuch as they believe, that in a crisis so awful, a strong de-
sire is felt, by ministers and people adhering to the Church's principles, and
ready to suffer and make sacrifices for the sake of them, to have an oppor-
tunity of uniting in the observance of a solemn day of humiliation and
prayer—the Comumission, though without authority to issue any injunction,
do earnestly invite such of the ministers and people of this Church as may
be so disposed, to set apart, for this purpose, the 4th day of May next, or
so'much of that day as they may find practicable, that it may be spent in
exercises of public and private worship, suitable to thls grave emergency.
And with a view to the obscrvance of that day, the Commission agree to
prepare ‘and issue a suitable address, to be circulated before the day
arrives,

6.—Tue Visit or Toe Bissor or Carcurra Tto BoMmav.

The Bishop of Calcutta reached this Presidency on his first Metropolitan
Visitation on the evening ofthe 10th March, after a tedious passage up the
Coast from the Syrian Churches in T'ravancore ; and left us on the morning
of 3rd April, having spent four Sundays in Bombay.

We have put together the foilowing outline of his Lordship's proceedings
during his visit amongst us, being fully persuaded that all who are concerned
for the welfare of the Church of Christ will be juterested in them. Iis
Lordship resided with the Bishop of Bombay ; this must have afforded bim
numerous opportunities of carrying out one great object of his Visitation,
which is (as we understand) to confer with his Brother Bishops upon ques-
tions regarding the interests of religion in the three dioceses, to strengthen
each other’s hands, to give advice, and gather information for their mutual
benefit, and for the purpose of giving unity, strength, and efliciency to their
combined efforts for the good of India. Much can be accomplished during
a personal conference of a few days, which would occupy months of corre-
spondence, and which would even then be far less efficiently done. The results
of these conferences are, of course, unknown to the public, as are also the
various difficulties and anxieties that render this quinquennial interview so
important. We nevertheless pray that the Great Head of the Church will
make the benefit visible by an increase of true religion amongst us.

With regard, however, to the other, the public part of the Metropolitan’s
proceedings here, we can speak from our own observation and from that of
our friends. In his Charge to the clergy, his various sermons, and address-
es-at public meetings, many have been strengthened and cheered by the
sound views, the salutary cautions and advice, doubly valuable iu these days
of latitudinarianism aud pharisaic zeal, and the animating exhortations which
glowed throughout them, and came with the weight of long experience and
deep theological knowledge, combined with the persuasive eloquence of a
warm heart and of true Christian charity.

We long to see the day whea all hearts shall he as one man, that, as there
is but one body, and one Spirit, and one hope of our calling ; one Lord, one
Faith, one Baptism, one God aud Father of us all; so we may become all
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of one heart and one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of
Faith and Charity, and may, with one mind and one mouth, glorify God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The following is an outline of the Metropolitan’s public proceedings
while in Bombay.

Sunday, March 12. An ordination was held by the Lord Bishop of the
Diocese 1n the Cathedral, when the Metropolitan preached from Col. i. 27
—29, shewing 1.—What was the great theme of the Apostle's ministry,
Christ in you the hope of glory. Il.—The manner in which he set Christ
forth: whom we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. And 111,
The source whence he obtained strength to perform all this: according
to His working which worketh in me mightily.

March 16. The Metropolitan held his Visitation of the Clergy, in the
Cathedral, and delivered an able and important Charge, in which he enter-
ed into an elaborate discussion of the views of the authors of the Tracts for
the Times; shewing I. That ip their general cast these writings differ in
language and tone from the writings of the New Testament. II. That the
system of these authors by implication destroys the Gospel. 1I1I. ‘I'hat
the tendency of the whole is a rapid descent to Popery. As the charge is
to be published, we need not enter into a more detailed summary of this
seasonable exposition of the truth.

The Bishop of Bombay preached a most excellent Visitation Sermon
from 2 Cor. iv. 5. We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ;
and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.

Sunday, March 19. The Metropolitan preached at the Cathedral, in
behalf of the funds of the Bombay Education Society, from Col. iii. 12—14

March 22. His Lordship attended the annual meeting of the Education
Society, and made an address on the advantages of education.

March 23. The Church in Sonapoor was consecrated by the Bishop of
Bombay, and the Bishop of Calcutta preached from Col. iv. 2—4

Muarch 25. A meeting was held at the Town 1lall, the Metropolitan
being requested to take the chair, when it was decided that a subscription
list should be opened for erecting a church at Colaba in memory of the offi-
cers who lost their lives in the service of their country in the Affghan and
Scinde Campaigns.

Sunday, March 26. The Metropolitan preached in behalf of the funds
of the Church Missionary Society at Byculla Church, from Col. i. 4—6.

March 28. The two Bishops went to examine the schools of the S. P.
G. Mission in Sonapoor—and thence proceeded to the Money Institution,
where they examined several classes in English and Mahratta, and an inter-
esting class of the Beni-Israel children, who read and cbanted some verses
in the Hebrew Scriptures.

Marcl29. The Annual Meeting of the Bible Society was held inthe
Town Hall, the Bishop of Bombay in the chair. The Metropolitan made
an address, and spoke with warmth of hijs present and past attachment to
the Society. ‘

March 30. The Foundation Stone of the Grant Medical College was
laid by the Bishop of Calcutta, at the request of the Committee appointed
to superintend its erection ; and his Lordship delivered an eloquent oration
upon the character and memory of Sir Robert Grant, in honor of whom this
College is being erected. The Bishop's address is printed.

Sunday, April 2. The Metropolitan preached at Colaba from Col. iii.
10, 11.

April 3. Hie Lordship embarked for Calcutta this morning under the
usual salute.— Oriental Christian Spectator for May.
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engaged a very desirable residence on the banks of the river, and opened
a Seminary for Young Ladies at Serampore on the 1st May.

Terms.
Board and Tuition in English Grammar, History, Geography, the Use
’ of the Globes, Writing, Arithmetic, §c.
Boarders, .u..cccessesrnssssararcossccense K3, 30 per month.
Ditto under 10 years of age, veeeeeree 45 25 1
Day Boarders, «c..ccoonvecacsicasacinces 18 ”
‘Day Scholars, ei.iciieeececcererconsencas 4y 8.

The Venerable Arcapeacoy Deatrey has permitted references to be
made to him at Calcutta, and the Rev. J. Mack at Serampore.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS,
BenGAL AUXILIARY MiISSIONARY SOCIETY.
J.C. Palmer, Esq. .... Rs. 50 - 0 0 J. Allan, Esq. ...0cvcoe... 10 0 0
J. Teil, Esq..vovovvvevnn. 32 0 0 W.Bracken, Esq.......... 10 0 0
R. C. thro’ Mr. G. C. Hay,.. 30 0 0 Capt. Goodwyne,.......... 8 0 0
C. C. ditto, ......e0cuvue.. 16 10 B Capt. Wheler, through Mr.
E. Currie, Esq. ...i0000ee 16 0 O Hay,voeeeeeeinneaeee.. 100 0 0
Taos. Boaz, Hy. Secy.
ProTEsTANT FUND.
C. Tucker, Esq. .. .ev0ovvvee Rs. 50 R. Smith, Esq. covvviveaeaness 10
R.Barlow, Esq... .. ceveeevsvaes 20 M, Wylie,Esq.vovivaconennsa B
F. Broadhead, Esq. ............ 20 I.B.Biss, Bsq. ........... .. 3
Rev. H. Fisher,...... . e 16 Dr.Corbyn, vovivencvracaenens 6
G. H. Huttmann, Esg.....ce0veee 10 Tros. Boaz, Treasurer.
InTALLY NATIVE CHRisTIAN INSTITUTION.
Ladies’ Missionary Society,(Bap- Wallis, Mrs. 4 months, ...... 12 0
tist), ooviesiivoaaae.s Rs. 339 12 Stuart, James, Esg.coveveaass 10 0
Alexander, J. W. Esq......... 50 0 Davies, John, Esq. vvcc0nsee. 8 0
Hawkins, J. F. Esq.......cowe 32 0 Lamb, John, Esq..eeveeeeeee 8 0
Morton, T. C. Esq.vevvevvaes 30 0 A Friend,.o..cvvenans vee 3 0
Miltett, F. Esq. .... .- 25 0 G.B.S.5 months, .....0 ... 2 0
Smoult, W. H. Esg.cveeaieeee 10 0 G.S. 1 Quarter, .ovveeaaeese 30
Grant, Mrs. Arch. .......... 10 0 Cadell, Francis, Esq. «cveca.. 2 0
May 22, 1843. G. SMALL, Superintendent.
FemaLE ScmooL Society.
R. O'Dowda, Esq..eevuaeev. Rs. 20 J. Muller, Esq.vvvvvevenennnnee 10

Major Debuds, «vvveeviesnaneie

10

A. CawpsrLL, Hy. Secy.



SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FOR THE CALcuTTA CHRISTIAN ScRooL Book Sociery,

For the year July 1, 1842, to June 30, 1843.

Rev. J. Charles, D. D.. .... Rs. 20 8. Nicolson. Esq. ..esovvreracass 50
J. W. Alexander, Esq........... 100 J.Lamb, Esq. ....ce...0u.i.. 26
F. Millet, Esq. ovvecvuveneeses. 50 Major Sotheby, covveenvennnl... 50
W.Byrn. Esq. v.vvvvaneeisnsnes 16 A Grant, Esq. ..oovevnoia. 16
Rev. J. Campbell, ...o.ovveeee.. 12 D Herklotts. Esq...... vesesras 20

J. Hawkins, Esq. ..cccieeeeee o 100 J. Muller, Esq. . PP {1
Rev. R.de Rodt, ....cinovennss 6 Dr. Corbyn, ........... 10
Rev. D. Ewart, .........cc0eeee 16 A. 3. (thro’ Mr. G. C. Hay) 30

W. N. Garret, Esq. «osceeessaes 50 W, Bracken, Esq. vovovvennsnine 10
Capt. Roxburgh, .............. 20 A.Fraser, Esq. S ()
G. H. Huttmann, Esq...eevveeas 12 J. H. Doyly, Esg. .vvveevuvi. 16
C. Garstin, Esq.cevvvesanneensee 16 GG E. W iiiiiiieviiiinnie. 6
W. H. Jones, Esq...cvvevaevsnse- 20 Lieut, Stainsforth,...... 10
40 Capt Lyell (thro’ Rev. T. Boaz,) 50
Rev. W. H. Perkins, .. 16 C.S. F. orviit it tictctiinnnnss 5
Capt. G.T. Gordon, ......v0eeee 20 D. Anderson,ESq Ciinieieesmren 8
W. Gorton, Esq. (thro’ Rev. T. A H. B iicoiiiiiiienninines B

BOAZ,) e euen e rnaeneresannes 25 WoDiiveeiiiiiiiniinenereans 10
D. Robertson, Esq. ............ 10 R. Williams, Esq. ....ccv0vvvee. 16
G. G. Mackintosh, Esq. .....,.. 33 I.B.Biss,Esq.....eccepenusnnn 5
D. M. thro’ J. Hawkins, Esq. .... 50 J.C.O..cvivisrrnacciaavnnss B
R. Trotter, Esq. .. coccveeeervsee 20 W, Nichol, Esq. ....cvuvvones 10
Rev. J. MacDonald, ............ 8 M.MacLeod, Esq.............. 10
P. Melvill, Esq. ovveveveasaesess 16 Rev. W. H. Melk]e_]ohn ceeienes 10
P. Friell, Esq..cvu0evaevaossess 10 W. H. Smoult, Esq. ..o vevneuny 10
C. Tucker, Esq.....ccuevveuanss. 50 Capt. Currie, c.vvvevianivera an, 5
N. B. E. Baillie, Esq. ... 25 G. 8. cieiiiinnnsiaiiniireiiees B
R, Barlow, Esqecoveveveecninees 32

J. MacpoNaLD, Oo'rresp‘d.. See.
Calcutta, May. (Acting for J. W. Alexander, Cash Secretary.)

SeEaMEeN's FrRieNDp SocleTy.
A. Speirs, Esq. thro’ Mr. Hay, ......co000iciieiiiiiiiiccs Re. 59 6 O

Kua’ri CHAPEL.

Mrs, Penney, eaovoieveneeo.o R&. 5 Rev. G. Smill, tesisssecacinass B
Rev. J. Parsons,...v.cc.e0vee0.. 20 Lieut. Col. Parsons, ............ 100
May 25, 1843. G. PEARCE.

Carcorra (AuxiLIARY) Baprist MissioNARY SocIETY.
Lieut. Col. Parsons,.s.vveveeevereeerreessssccionrsesreess R6. 100 0 O
: J. WeENGER,

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED POR THE CALcurra CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, 1843..

E. R. Boileau, Esq. ........ Rs. 10 Major Genl. W. Richard, ...... .. 10
Rev. J. Innes, ....c.vvevevueee G F. Broadhead, Bsq.ovu.vvvvo... 10
D. Macdonald, Esq. ............ 10 Rev.J. Brooks, ..... .eov.eses. 6
Capt. Wheler,.. .....coie0ereive 10 W, Money, Esq..ovoevvnvesvnee 20
Rev, W. R. Hume, ............ 6 J.Rowe, Esgver vevvvennvenrer 10

Cept. Lyell, .................. 10 Rev.J. M. Jamieson, ........,, [
A, Speirs,Bsq. ...iiiiieieei.s 10
New SUDBSCRIBERS,
C. H. West, Esq. A. Bedford, Esq,
J. Bartlett, Esq. W. Blunt, qu
J. Cowie, Esq. Rev. J. Rae.
Rev, 'W. H, Perkins, Hav, Meik & Co.

Pullishers and Agents for the C. C. Observer.





