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FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

I. That the Carcurra CrrisTiAN OBsErvEr be established on
those evangelical principles, in which the leading Reformers of the
16th century were agreed.

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particular
denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

1II. That the Editors, who are of different religious denomina-
tions, shall be at liberty, without offence to the contributors, to mo-
dify or reject all communications which may appear contrary to the
above Rules.

The United Monthly Missionary Prayer Meetings will (D.V.) be held on the
first Monday in every month at the following places :—

Service to commence at half past

Oct. 7th, at the Ll Bazar Chapel ;
seven o'clock.

Sept. 2nd, at the Circular Road Chapel ;
Nov. 4th, at the Union Chapel, DharamtalA.

The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting connected with the London Missionary
Society is held on the evening of the Wednesday immediately preceding the second
Sabbath of each month. This month on Wednesday the 4th, Time of service half
past seven o’clock.

The Church Missionary Prayer Meeting will be held (D. V.) at the Old Church
Rooms, on Tuesday evening, the 10th instant ;—service to commence at half past
seven o’clock.

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of business
on the third Tuesday in every month, at 9 o’clock in the morning.

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday in every
month at the Old Church Rooms, at 9 o’clock in the morning.

For Sale at the Baptist Mission Press,
WATTS’S
DIVINE AND MORAL SONGS
FOR CHILDREN,

WITH CUTS,~FPRICE IN ETIFF COVERS 4 AB, EACH, OB 2-8 PER DOZEN.



Dublished ebery Tuesvay Fbening,
WY CALCTWD A
SEpse QT AA SRR A (G P-CeF Ty Y UF S
CHRITGEENY BMEZRALY,
A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF RELIGION.

PRICE, ONE RUPEE PER MONTH,
OR TEN RUPEES PER ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

Tar CALcuTTA CHRISTIAN HERALD owes its origin to a belief, in the entertainmert
of which its projectors beliecve they arc by no means singular, that notwithstanding the
number of daily, weckly and monthly periodicals that issne from the Caleutra Press,
there is yet a large class of readers who wish to be supplied with information which
it is scarcely consistent with the design of any of these publications to furnish, The
belief may be freely expressed without any disparagement being implied of the talent
with which several of these publications are conducted, or any censure of their general
design. They have their several objects, and we have ours. Theirs are different from
one another ; but they are all considerably different from ours. We hope and believe
that we shall be supported in the prosecution of our ohject, and have undertaken it in
the confidence that the goodness of our design will at once be rececived as anexcuse for
the imperfection of its execution, and as a claim upon the assistance of those who are
able to assist us. )

The CHRISTIAN HERALD is intended to be a religious newspaper, thus differing from
all such newspapers as are not religious and from all such religious periodicals as are not
newspapers, By a religious newspaper we mean not such a one as will occasionally insert
an article of religious intelligence or religious discussion, but one whose main object is
the supply of religious intelligence, and the advancement of the cause of piety and
godliness. " The object of the CrrisTIaN HERALD is to present to the Christian people of
India a view of all events and occurrences that seem to bear upon the interests of re}i-
gion, and at the same time to supply such a summary of general news as may he supposed
to be interesting or useful to Christian citizens, who have duties to discharge as members
of the community. We believe that few false notions have been more productive of
evil consequences, than the notion that there are many subjects and daties which have
pothing to do with religion ; and it is our firm persuasion that the best intercsts of
Christians would be greatly advanced, were they more habituated to regard religion
as having to do with every thing that can occupy their thoughts or engage their hands
or their minds. _Christianity, if it is * worthy of acceptation™ at all, is worthy to in-
fluence all the views that men entertain on cvery. subject ; to direct, and restrain and
enimate them in all the affairs of their lives. The Bible contains prineiples according
to which the whole conduct of men in public and in private lifeis to be regulated ;
itis “a light to the feet and a lamp to the path,” not only to dirgct men in what are
usnally regarded as matters of faith and religious duties, but to guide them also through
all the difficultics and perplexities by which they are frequently beset in the affairs of
ordioary life. It contains prirciples whose application to the conduct of business,
whether political, social, domestic or personal, would greatly encrease the happiness
of mankind in all these relations.

To cause this light of the Bible to shine upon those questions which interest men as
citizens :—to furnish our readers with matter for profitable thought and conversation ;
—to lead them to feel the importance, aund in some degree to direct them in the manner,
of thinking as Christians ought to think, and speaking as Christians ought to speal, and
living as Christians ought to live—this is the large design of our publication. May we
not then hope that it will be supported by ull those who believe that “ pure religion and
undefiled before God aud the Father,” requires that men should be religious and act reli-
giously at all times and in all situations,and that its claims are not satisfied by an atten-
dance however regular upon Christian ordinences and the disebarge of what are re-
garded as specially religious duties ?—who believe that a man is not to be at one time a
Christian and at another titne a merchant, or magistrate, or soldier, or husband, or fa-
ther, or neighbour, or politician, or economist, or student,—but that the Bible requires
of him to be a Christian merchant, a Christian magistrate, a Christian soldier, a Chris-
tian in all his relations, a Christian in all his business, a Christian in all his relaxations,
and studies, and pursuits, and tempers, and desires ?

Our grand principle then being that the Bible is the standard by which every opini-
om, ¢very course of conduct, every principle of action is to be tried, it is clearly impos-
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sible for us to give any statement in a single article of our views or opinions in regare
to any of the general questions that will come under disenssion in our pages. We (e-
sire neither to hold nor to state any sentiment that is not in aceordance with truth, nor
to withhold any trnth whose statement may scem to be required. Faction and party shall
never, we trust, lead us to deviate from this course. ¢ Ifa house were given us full of
silver and gold, we cannot go beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good or
bad of our own mind ; but what the Lord saith, that will we speuk.”

. One large portion of our space will be devoted to the furnishing of intclligence regard-
ing the progress of religion in every part of the world, and regarding such events as may
seemn to us likely to exercise a favorable or nnfavorable influence on the interests of truc
religion. Besides the intelligence of this description whieh we shall constantly extract
from our contemporaries, we hope to be able to establish an extensive correspondence
with Christians in varioas parts of the world. And we hereby invite such correspond-
ence from those who approve the principles we have set forth,

Believing that every thing that bears on the intellectual or social welfare of men ought
to be an object of interest tothe Christian, we shall bestow more than a passing notice on
the progress of science and art, and of all that contributes to the elevation of man as an
intellectnal, moral and social being ; at the same time, believing that there is no neces-
sary connexion between refinement and morality, that intellectual advancement, apart
from moral and spiritual principle, is not only not good but is a means of evil, we shall
strive ever to keep prominently in view that, while it is desirable thatmen should be
“very learned and very pious,’' it is far more important that they should be pious than
that they should be learned.

As dwellers in a land where evil in every form prevails, and where misery, the fruit
of sin, so largely abounds we shall be the constant and warm advocates of every mea-
sure, by whomsoever proposed. that shall seem calculated to alleviate this misery, Es-
pecially shall it ever be onr dearest object to excite an interest in that great work which
aims at the removal of snffering by the removal of sin, its fertile cause. The object
nearest our hearts is the successof the Missionary . enterprise ; and we shall endea-
vour te promote it not ouly by the dissemination of such Missionaryintelligence as may
reach us ; but also by the diffusion of information regarding the history, condition and
resources of the conntry, the character, circumstances and wants of the people, and
every thing that inay tend to awaken an intelligent interest in their improvement.

Knowing to what an extent very many people in India are dependent on the periodi-
cals of the day for instructive and entertaining reading, we shall occupy as much space
as can be spared with carefully selected extracts from works of various kinds, and shall
morever regularly notice new works as they appear, not in the spirit of captious criti-
cism, nor yet in that of partial or undistinguishing praise, but in accordance with the
dictates of our best judgment, and by reference to our one standard, the word of God,

Such a statement of our intention ought we believe to satisfy our readers that our
design is a good one ; but we believe also that many of them will expect of ussome
declaration by which they may be led to form a judgement as to the rule by which we
are to interpret this standard, which so many profess to adhere to, who yet bold diame-
trically opposite opinions on many not unimportant points. We therefore state ex-
plicitly that the CHa1sTIAN HERAFD is not t0 be the organ of any religious, any more than
of any political party. We hold our own views in regard to Christian doctrine and eccle-
siastical constitution, but we unfeignedly declare that our object in the establishment
of this paper is not to inculcate these views; but, as we have stated, to lead men more
directly and constantly to the Bible, to bring both their opiuions and their conduct
more directly ander its influence, and to lead men to feel more constantly the necessity
of the word of God and the spirit of God as its interpreter, in order to their discharge
of their duties inthis life and their preparation for the citizenship of the new Jerusalem.
It shali be our constant objectto present nothing in our pages by which ' Christiansof
every denomination may pot be instructed or edified, and when our views differ from
those of our Christian readers, we shall count upon their giving credit for a sincere,
even if itshould bea mistaken, desire to beopefit them. ) . ’

It is clear that the design that we have thus rapidly sketched is one for the right exe-
cution of whieh no small amount of Christian wisdom will be required, We feel that we
have eatered upon a work whose due discharge will require much faith and much pray-
er. We therefore entreat our Christian friegds to unite their prayers with ours, that
cur labors may not be in vain.

@3 Six issues of the Christian Merald are now before the public from which a judg-
ment may be formed of the manner in which its conductors are carrying out their

design,

To be had of Messrs W. H. Carey and Co., 10, Cossitollah,
to whom all Communications for the Editor, Books for
Leview, &c., are to be addressed.
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CALGUTTA
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

New Serius, Vor. V. No. 57.—0wup Stnries, Vou. XIII. No. 148,
SEPTEMBER, 1844.

L.—The Mission Church at Mirzdpur.

We have the pleasure to present to our readers in this
month’s Magazine, a Lithograph of the New Church lately
erected at Mirzdpur, in connection with the London Mission-
ary Society, and to furnish, at the same time, a short notice of
the circumstances in. which the building has been originated,
which has been kindly supplied to us by the Missionaries of
that station.

The Mission at Mirzipur was commenced six years ago, by
Mr. Mather, who was instructed to leave Baniras for that
purpose. On his arrival at the station, he found that the
Society there were accustomed to meet for divine worship
every Sabbath in the Judge’s kachahri, at which the Magis-
trate was in the babit of reading prayers and a sermon; and
gladly joining with them, he lost no time in offering his ser-
vices as a minister of Christ and Missionary of the London
Society. This offer was after some delay, owing to causes not
needing to be stated, accepted, and he commenced the dis-
charge of those duties which have been continued by limself
or colleagues, up to the present date.

Previous to the formation of this Mission, the Society of
Mirzapur had originated a subscription for the purpose of
building a Church, and some time after Mr. Mather had entered
on his labours, it was unanimously agreed that the money in
hand (2000 Rs.) should be made over to him for the purpose,
it being understood, that the building should be common for
both the Hindustini and English services. The consent of
the Bishop of Calcutta, however, was required, and as he ob-
jected to the course, it was subsequently abandoned, andin its
roonr a new proposal circulated to erect a Mission Church

VoL, V. 3y



528 The Mission Church at Mirzdpur. (SEpr.

primarily for the use of the natives, but with the understanding,
that as long as the station was without a chaplain, the present
English service should be held in it. This proposal was suc-
cessful, and in a short time the subscription was sufficiently
large to allow of the building being commmenced. A beautiful
plan had been previously procured from J. M. Vos, Esq., archi-
tect, of Calcutta, who rendered his services gratuitously. The
building was commenced in March, 1841. 'The ground chosen
was the centre of the Mission compound, as allowing sufficient
space, and ensuring at the same time the greatest possible
care in the preservation of the building. The ground floor is
raised four and a half feet from the ground, which admits of
flights of steps opposite the three principal doors of entrance.
The extreme length of the building, including the tower and
vestries, is 80 feet, and the extreme breadth, including porches
and steps, is 68 feet. The body of the Church is 55 feet by 27
in the rear, without any obstruction from pillars or pilasters.
The masonry is of the best stone and brick and mortar work,
the spouts on the side being ornamented by tiger’s heads carved
in Mirzapur free stone. The roof is formed by large beams,
traversed by planks put together in the form of beams, which
gives a honey-combed appearance to the roof, each compart-
ment being 3 feet square. This contrivance has the effect of
making the interior of the Clhurch to appear larger than it
really is, while at the same time, it allows of the introduction
of three sky-lights in the roof without injuring the general
effect. The whole cost of the building was 6274 rupees, which,
by means of the very liberal subscriptions made at the Station,
and by friends in neighbouring Stations, and by liberal help
fronr home friends, has been entirely defrayed.

The Church was opened and dedicated to the service of Al-
mighty God, August 21st, when Mr. Mather preached from
1 Kings viii. 27—30, and a liberal collection was made for the
defraying of the debt then on the place.

It is now used in accordance with the original intention,
two services being held every Sunday in Hindustini, and one
in English.

For the English service, it will accommodate 100 chairs, and
for the native service 150 to 200 can conveniently be seated.
The building is pewed, and in each pew a cane-bottomed
bench, bung on hinges, and with iron legs moving on a pivot,
is fixed, which can be erected or let fall at pleasure. These
benches accommodate many more than the chairs, and are there-
fore used for the natives, while for the English service chairs
are used. A Seraphine has been procured which is played
by the ladies of the Station, and, which is also used with great
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advantage at the Hindustini services. It is cheering to be
able to say, that since the opening of the church, the efforts
of the brethren have been prospered, and it is hoped that it
can Dbe said with trath ““that this and that man have been born
there.”

To God the only great, the only wise, be all the glory.
Amen,

11.—Notices of the Religion, Manners, and Customs of the Sia-
mese. By the late M. Bruguiere. Translated from the An-
nales de la Foi.
(Concluded from page 506.)

When he goes to bathe, a numerous cortége accompanies him ; one
keeps time with music, and another holds over him the red parasol of
state, used only by high dignitaries. His officers may not withdraw
from his presence without a profound salutation ; when sick, the king’s
physicians attend him, and talapoins visit him to pray for his cure, and
sprinkle him with holy water. 1In spite of all these attentions, the
white elephant is often in bad humour, and many a time would have
killed the talapoins, if they had not kept a respectful distance from the
trunk and tusks of his lordship. The one kept at present is so intractable
that they have been obliged to cut off his tusks. Every evening, he is
entertained with music, until his excellency goes to sleep. When he
dies, the king and court are in great affliction, and give him funeral
honors according to his rank. It issaid, that sometimes he has public
audiences ; when presents are made to him, which, if he accepts, proves
that the donor has much merit ; if he refuses them, it is evidence that
he is not favored of heaven: but I do not guarantee the certainty of
this statement. He who captures one of these animals is ever after
exempt with his posterity from all taxation and vassal service. It is
difficult to assign a cause for this extravagant adulation ; I think I have
seen somewhere that the ancient kings of Siam called themselves the
sons of the white elephant ; some among these people think differently,
saying that the soul of a defunct king enters the body of an elephant ;
others aver that they know nothing of the reason,—among whom for
the present I range myself, while waiting further information.

The white monkeys enjoy almost the same privileges as the white
elephant ; he is called P’aja, has household and other officers, but must
yield preeedency to the elephant. The Siamese say, that the monkey
1s & man, not very handsome to be sure, but no matter, he is not less
our brother ; if he does not speak, it is from prudence, dreading lest
the king will compel him to labor for him without pay ; nevertheless it
seems he has spoken, for he was once sent in the quality of generalis-
simo to fight, if I mistake not, an army of giants. 'With one kick he
split & mountain in two ; and report goes that he finished the war with
honor.

3y 2



230 Notices of the Siamese. (Serr.

The Siamese have more respeet for white animals than for those of
anyv other color. They say that when a talapoin meets a white cock,
he salutes him, an honor he will not pay a prince—but I have not seen
this. The Siamese are forbidden under pain of damnation to break an
egg, since it is animated ; they get Malays or Chinesc to do it for them.

Plants and trees have also a soul according to the Siamese, a doctrine
which places them in the cruel dilemma of starvation or dammation.
They have a predilection for the %)oplar, which they plant before their
pagodas ; those brought from Ceylon are highly valued. When a tala-
poin wishes to fell a tree, he sends for a disciple to strike it with a
hatchet ; this kills it, when there is no sin in the talapoin cutting it
down. It is from this worship and respect of animals and plants by
the Siamese, that the usage of adopting their names has been derived.
Thus one is called Dog, another Cat ; we have prince Elephant, prince
Tiger, lord Pomegranate ; princes Golden Horsefoot, &ec., &ec.

My digression on Siamese metempsychosis has made me lose sight
of P’ajajom and his satellites. When a man is dying, Jom P’raban,
an emissary of hell, mounts on the roof in order to seize the soul in its
passage ; on the other hand, three mastiffs, called P’uto, Saugko, and
Tamo, which belonged to a reprobate, come to his aid. If they think
themselves too weak, they call an angel to assist them ; there is a ter-
rible struggle, the fate of the soul depends on the result of the combat,
the victor carrying it with him. Some say that P'rasian takes the soul,
and makes the tour of the world with it ; when on crossing a bridge it
is thrown into the abyss. A large dog pounces upon it to devour it ;
if the soul shows courage, its safety is sure, and it mounts to heaven in
an instant, on the contrary if it is frightened, it loses its equilibrium
and falls into hell. All the Siamese do not admit this last dogma, and
it seems to have been borrowed from the Mohamedans.

Besides the demons in hell, there are others in the air called Phi;
who appear.under hideous figures doing harm to men. All the harm
that is done in the world is laid to these evil spirits ; a mother loses
her child, it is Phi who has caused it; a patient is in great danger,
Phi is the cause. To appease him, he is invoked, and offerings are
made to him, and suspended in desert places. It is not thought that
they are gods, but they are very powerful, and it is well to coax them.
Cakes, cocoa-nuts, rice, betel, are offered to them, upon which these zrial
divinities come and respire the odor. The Siamese think that contagi-
ous diseases, as pest, and cholera, are real beings, or demons; they
exorcise them and chase them from the city, sometimes with dagger in
hand ; which is called killing the pest. Some wicked men do not hesi-
tate to pray to these demons to harm their enemies. Every kind of
superstition is known among the Siamese ; witchcraft, enchantment, sor-
ceries, philters, conjuring of words,—in a word, all the frightful secrets
of black magic are resorted to, when other means fail to achieve their
ends, which is done with the help of demons called Phi. These diabolical
operations produce extraordinary effects, impossible to explain naturally ;
the apparition of demons is so frequent and public that he must be very
incredulous who would obstinately deny it ; to do so would be to accuse
the apostolic vicars and the missionaries of imposture, for they testify
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that they have not only seen them with their own eyes, but have exa-
nined them with all the care prudent and well-informed men were
capable of* ; a single sign of the cross, some drops of holy water, or the
accidentnl passing of a Christian, renders the enchantments useless,
and suffices to put to flight all the spectres, and to bring to nought all
the science of the magicians.

The Siamese regard these demons as the souls of persons whose
bodies have not been burned. There are two sorts of Phi. The first,
called Phi-suk, or roastcd devils, are the souls of those whose bodies
have been burnt ; they do no harm, and are not on the earth. The
other called Phi-sep, or raw devils, are the souls of persons whose bo-
dies have not been burnt ; according to law, these are those of pregnant
women, and of persons who have died a violent death, or by an apoplec-
tic stroke, or a similar accident. All corpses are placed i little open
houses called Paxa, and here it is that the sorcerers perform their dia-
bolical machinations. The Siamese have temples and idols which, say
they, are the images of their gods ;—they think that the statues, from
the time they are installed in the temple, become true divinities. They
do not make sacrifices, properly speaking, but offerings of flowers and
candles four times a month, viz., on the 1st, 8th, 14th and 21st days.

Sometimes the people assemble in the temples to pray on instruments.
In great calamities they carry in procession some of their most celebra-
ted idols; during drought they expose their pagoda to the sun, but if
the rain is too abuudant they cover the roofs, supposing that the idol
being incommoded by the rain, will restore the serenity of the sky.
Many of the idols have no name but that of the material of which they
are composed ; thus they say, the god Gold, or the god Glass, is in
such a pagoda. From whatever place a statue comes, it will be well
received in Siam, and soon obtain an apotheosis. Europeans, therefore,
coming here should avoid giving them any figure, if they do not wish
to promote superstition. Our converts show a reserve in this particu-
lar which would serve as a good example to Frenchmen ; not only do
they not give any engravings, but they refused even to purchase
statues for the king when they went to Bengal. The prince was dis-
pleased and threatened them, but they firmly refused, which has made
him say more than once, that of all his subjects, Christians are the
only ones who will say no.

Some years ago, they brought from Laos a glass statue, which
enjoys great consideration at court. Last year, they brought another
of gold, which has now as much credit as the glass one, but itis
thought that the glass god is jealous of lis rival; and the people fear
that he may take some desperate resolution, and even put himself at
the head of his countrymen, the Laos, who are in revolt; to prevent
this misfortune, he has been chained, and guards placed about him.

The temples of the Sinmese possess nothing remarkable ; they are
square oblong buildings, quite low ; the roof forms a very acute angle,
and is ornamented with leaves or gilded grotesque figures. The idols

* These apostolic vicars must either have been among the favored few admitted
to the secrets of these demonincal agents, or we are reduced to the necessity, to
use the bishop's language, ** of accusing them of imposture.”
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are placed on a kind of platform at the back of the temple, before them
is a support in the form of an altar; they are gilded, and covered with
a high peaked bonnet. P’ra-p’utichau is set in the middle, and is
generally of a colossal stature. One of these idols is more than fort
feet long, and is represented as reelining on the ground. They are all
of a hideous form, some have the head of a bird, or a serpent ; others
are half man and half beast.*

Before the lesser pagodas there is a small court inclosed by masonry.
In the part of the wall fronting the temple are brick columns surmount-
ed with a gilded arrow. The highest of these columns is ealled Pra-
c’aidi, the name of a god who sacrificed his life to preserve that of his
father. The less elevated are perforated with several holes, and are
callad P’ra-c’airai, the name of the four brothers of P’ra-c’'aidi. These
brothers refused to rescue their father, and were transformed into furies.
In their fits of anger, they pierced holes in their own bodies and swal-
lowed burning oil. P’ra-c’aidi signifies the god with a good heart ; and
P’ra-c’airai, the cruel god. When the Siamese wish to erect a pagoda
they place twelve principal stones in the foundation, which they call
the twelve marvelous sons. At a certain distance in front of the build-
ing, is a wooden column, on which is a cloth, and sometimes two
statues in European costume to guard the cloth.

Here I terminate this tedious account. Such is the blindness of a
people, who nevertheless have enough penetration and judgment.
* * % * Among these follies, it is easy to recognize many dogmas
of Christianity, such as the creation of the world, and of the first man
and woman, existence of angels and devils, the immortality of the soul,
a deluge, heaven, hell, virginity of the holy mother, incarnation of the
Word, his second advent, signs and calamities which will precede it, and
the end of the world, the resurrection, judgment, and eternal happiness.

They have many of the rites of the Roman church, and the hierar-
chy of the talapoins is absolutely the same. The Siamese believe that
their religion came from Ceylon, but are unable to assign the epoch.
It is identical with that of the Burmans and Peguans, and was original-
ly the same as that of the Chinese Budhist priests.+ At this day there
are many resemblances between them. It is undeniable that all these
people have drawn their religion from Ultra Gangetic countries, but have
they received it immediately from the Indians, or through the Burmans,
or the Chinese? I know not. Tungking and Cochinchina were for-
merly provinces of China, and probably Siam also. The kings of Siam
are obliged to send tribute to the emperor of China, and may they not
have received their religion from their ancient masters ?

The Portuguese were the first to preach the gospel in Siam. After-
wards it was confided to the French, who have since carried it on.
In Siam was founded the first general seminary for the greatest part of

* There is an image in a reclining posture in one of the wats near the king’s pa-
lace, 130 feet long. A few years ago it was struck by lightning, and its head seve-
red from its body.

+ 1f it had been stated that Budhism, the religion of Siam, Burmah, &c., pre-
vails very extensively in China, it would have given the reader a more correct im-
pression.



1844.[ Notices of the Siamese. 533

the oriental missions beyond the Ganges. This seminary no longer
exists. On account of the Burman wars and its distance, the viears
were induced to establish seminaries in their respective provinces.

Although the mission to Siam hes much fewer Christians than its
flourishing neighbor of China, nevertheless the ministry is not exercised
without success. Siam is not, confessedly, a fertile country; but
neither is it a land wholly given up to sterility. God has his elect
here as clsewhere. Christians are found here of sincere piety, who
have confessed the faith in the face of torture. Every year a number
of adults are baptized. It is true many of the Chinese converts re-
turn to their country, but what matters it? They are not less the
children of the Church.*

The Siamese are with difficulty converted, but this should not dis-
courage a missionary. There are many others to whom he can preach,
as the Chinese, the Cochinchinese, and the Cambojans; for in this
kingdom there are at least as many foreigners as natives. Many among
the Chinese, especially when about to die, desire baptism. There is
no hospital in Bangkok for the sick stranger whose only resort is the
pagoda, where he finds a shelter from the weather, and a little rice.
The vicar has prepared a house near the seminary, where all the sick
who present themselves are received without distinction, and furnished
with provisions and nursing, and instructed in the principles of reli-
gion ; nearly all of them receive baptism.

Though adults obstinately refuse to listen to the missionary, his
ministry is not therefore entirely without avail, since ke can baptise
such children as are not expected to live. In this he meets with no
obstacle, the parents suppose he is administering a remedy. 1t is
remarkable, that for the two centuries during which baptism has been
practised in this country, kerdly an unbelicver has been found unwil-
ling to have his child baptised. They often present themselves, as
well as their children, to receive ¢ water which produces such wonder-
Jul effects. The princes and the people think we are practising medi-
cine, and call it a good work. For ourselves, we permit them to indulge
their belief, persuaded that though the truth must not be spoken against,
yet the whole truth need not always be disclosed.t

I must not leave you ignorant that the enemy is sowing tares among
the wheat ; happily however this bad seed has hitherto produced but
little fruit. I refer to methodist missionaries sent by different Pro-
testant societies at great expense to this part of the world. They
assume the title of apostolic missionaries, though God and his apostles
have not sent them. They publish a journal of their missions, and
insert what they please, daring to compare their work to the labors of

* What is here related might lead us to think that many of the Siamese had
professed Christianity, whereas the facts of the case go to prove that while many
Cochinchinese, a few Chincse and other foreigners have been baptised, not one pure
Siamese has ever professed the Catholic faith, We are confirmed in this opinion
from what we have heard from the Siamese and from the Catholic priests residing
in that country.

1 A specimen of Popish dissimulation—and a similar spirit appears in what fol-
lows, about apostolicity, &c,—Eps. C. C, O.



934 Notices of the Siamese, [SEr.

the apostles. But if we are to judge of the success of their brethren
by the success of those whom I have seen, the fruit of their labors is
not very consoling. We saw one of them at Pinang distributing
piastres by the handful, his wife seconded his labors, but it was all in
vain ; no one would join them.

The Christian soldiers among the Laos have baptized a great num-
ber of dying children. We may thence infer that the presence of a
missionary in Siam is not entirely useless; native priests, here or else-
where, can never supply the place of European missionaries, although
there are some indeed edifying, and even zealous; but they have not
the activity and the talent necessary to find resources in cases of great
emergency, not the courage requisite to carry a perilous enterprise
through. They can maintain their present numbers, but I think, they
would not add to the number of converts if left to themselves. They
are mild and tranquil, and have self-possession, and get along when
they have a European priest at their head ; zealously laboring for the
conversion of unbelievers. Perhaps they are even more useful than the
missionaries, as they have a better knowledge of the language and the
usages of the country, and have easier access to their infidel country-
men ; but yet they must have a guide.

The difficulties which oppose the gospel in these countries, at the
present day, are the same which appeared in the first ages of the Chris-
tian church ; superstition, indifference, and the various passions in some,
in others the love of independence, and fear in all. The prince fears
his subjects, and they in turn fear to incur his displeasure by embra-
cing Christianity. To the great, polygamy and the fear which they
have of Europeans, are obstacles. The colossal power of the English
in India has inspired terror in all the East. The king of Siam fears for
his throne. When they see a European they think he is an English
emissary, making no distinction between priest and layman. My own
presence at Queda produced a deep sensation ; the king was informed
of it by an express, and had it not been for the king of Ligor, who took
upon himself to remove all difficulties, I should have been obliged to
take another route.

* * * * * * *

The Christians of Bangkok have not forgotten their fathers in the
faith, the Portuguese missionaries, They consider it an honor to speak
their language, many take Portuguese names and wish to be regarded
as the descendants of ancient Portuguese settled in India. They imitate
them in their architecture, the decoration of their churches, the order
of their processions, &c., and make not a few ludicrous attempts to
adopt the foreign dress.

When a pagan desires instruction, he comes at once to the Catholic
missionaries, although he sees many opposing sects, each of which
calls itself the true church. Why do these prefer Catholics to the An-
glican, the Armenian, or the methodist church? Is it not because the
legitimate spouse of Jesus Christ, the true mother of the children of
God, bears such evident marks of her legitimacy, that it is easy even
for the most ignorant pagans to distinguish her from all the others?
The greatest danger is not from the English preachers, hut that erowd
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of EuroPcnns without manners, religion, or moral principle, who ahound
in the Last Indics. But among these the Frenchman is the most dan-
gerous ; we can say that those are heretics, which is sufficient to destroy
the evil impressions of their bad conduct; but what is to arrest the
scandal when a French Catholic has caused it?

The Siamese are most commonly of middling stature, and withont
those physical defects so common in Enrope. Perhaps a single province
in France contains as many blind and lame as the whole of Siam.
Generally speaking, the head is rather square than round, the face flat
and oval, cheeks hollow, the cheek-bones, the lips and the front part of
the jaw project a little, the nose is flattened, eyes black and large, and
the hair black, coarse and bristling. Both sexes shave their heads at

leasure, but content themselves for the most part with cropping the
Eair low, preserving a tuft in front which is turned up a little behind
and smeared with oil ; the women have not this tuft. What little beard
they have is pulled out with pincers. Their complexion sometimes
approaches a copper red, at others a citron yellow.*

I have seen Asiatics of all the kingdoms, and almost all the provinces
which are included between the lat. 5° and 41° N., and long. 91° and
118° E., embracing Siam, that is to say, from Ligor to Chinese Tar-
tary, and from the Ganges to the Pacific. I have remarked that all
these Asiatics have many traits of resemblance, both in their form and
complexion. Each of these too, has its peculiar features; thus a Co-
chin-chinese may he readily distinguished from a Siamese, or a Chinese,
or even 2 native of Tungking, but this difference is no greater than that
between a Frenchman, a Spaniard, and a German. The Malays are a
people by themselves ; they are darker and have more striking features
than the Siamese., There are some tribes near the equator, whose skins
are yet as white as the darker complexion of Europeans; among these
are the inhabitants of Pulo Nias, which lies in lat. 2° 20° N. The
complexion of the different tribes embraced in my remarks is so uniform
vou would say they all wore a mask of yellow paper. The eyes of the
Chinese are smaller than the Siamese ; their eyelids close obliquely,
forming an angle towards the nose, which gives them a sleepy look.
All the trihes inhabiting the Malabar and Coromandel coasts and Ben-
gal, indeed all the inhabitants of Hindoostan, are darker complexioned
than those living in the same latitude on this side the Ganges. But
their features are similar to those of Europeans, aud well marked shades
of color are exhibited in the countenance.

The costume of the Siamese is very simple; they go bareheaded
and barefooted ; for a robe, they have only a piece of cloth, which is
attached to the girdle before, and turned up behind, which gives it the
form of drawers; it is the dress common to both sexes. Persons of
middling condition rarely use a parasol, but the great always have ouc.
Market women cover their heads with a hat, which is nothing better
than a rush basket. When an inferior appears before his superior, he
adds a silken belt to his dress, the color of which varies according to

* The Siamese, both male and femule, shave the head, leaving a tuft on the top
which stunds evect. The priests shave the head entirely.

VOL. V, 3z
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the grade of the bearer; officers of the first class have a white one.
The first day of the moon’s quarter is regarded as a Sunday, when the
court dress in white.

The king is not distinguished from his subjects either by the form,
or the richness of his costume. Priuces have a sort of sock resembling
sandals. When en inferior comes before an officer, or any person of
dignity, he removes his shocs, if he has any (which is rare); he does
the same on entering a church. Boys go naked until ten or twelve
vears of age, and girls till five or six. The Christian women are
decently clad. The Siamese do not use handkerchiefs, and are horri-
fied in seeing a European put it in his pocket. Are they not right ?

Luxury among the Siamese does not consist in rich dresses, for they
are almost naked, but in precious stoues and jewelry. One sometimes
sees children covered with gold or stones from head to foot.* Asiatic
vanity, and the little care which they take of their children, are occa-~
sionally the cause of serious evils. It has happened that robbers,
meeting these children in private places, have cut off their arms, and
even taken their lives to possess themselves of their ornaments. The
costume of the Chinese, Cochin-chinese, and people of Tungking is
very decent ; both men and women wear a sort of large pantaloon with
a shirt or a loose frock above. People of rank in China wear a long
silk robe, and over it a sort of Jacket of blue silk, and commonly
trimmed with fur.

In Siam and all other parts of Asia where Christianity has not me-
liorated their state, the women are almost the same as slaves to the
men ; in this we see the verification of the threat God made to Eve.
Among the great the women are confined in a harem, scldom going out.
When princes give audience, they are placed at the lower end of the
gallery, behind a mat screen, which enables them to see and hear with-
out being seen themselves. They never eat with their husbands ; and
in their presence, do not put themselves on a level with them. If a
woman sits on a more elevated place than her husband, or if she inad-
vertently suspends a handkerchief or belt upon her head, the husband
regards it as an insult to his person, or a proof that his wife wishes to
govern, and may perhaps come to an open rupture in consequence.
To ask a grandee concerning his wife’s health, to salute, or to speak to
her in the presence of her husband, are things forbidden in Siam, and
to do so would cause as much astonishment as scandal. You cannot
convince an Asiatic that a woman can ever be of sufficient importance
for a man of sense ever to concern himself about her, or take any inter-
est in her health. In one province of this kingdom men think them-
selves dishonored if they pass a place that has been polluted by a wo-
man’s presence.t One of our priests being on a mission there, was told
not to pass by a certain way, that it was for the women. Men do not

* Children generally wear rings upon the ankles and wrists, the rich of gold or
silver, and the poor of the inferior metals, but they are far from heing ¢ covered
with gold,” or indeed with anything else, as their bracelets and anklets constitute
in general the only clothing of children.

1 As we know not where the ** province'’ here alluded to is situated, we cannot
decide as to the accuracy of this statement.
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suffer the women to enter the house by the same door with themselves ;
and on the same principle also refuse them a place in heaven, saying
that it would be derogatory to a man to be found in heaven with a wo-
man., Persons of this sex among the lower orders cannot leave the
house merely to promenade, they can only go to traffic, or to work.
While the husband plays, drinks, sleeps, or works for the king, the wife
supports the family by her industry. The Christians, however, con-
duct towards their wives somewhat as Europeans do.

Polygamy is permitted to all. The king gives the title of queen to
only one of the wives, all the others being inferior to her. Private per-
sons, who have several wives have the right of choosing one, who takes
the title of mia-aji, i. e. great wife, and has authority over the others.
When a Siamese wishes to marry, he does not take but buys a woman ;
her price is not fixed, but depends on the will of the parents. In vir-
tue of this contract, the law aceords to the husband the right of beating
her, of sending her back, or of selling her as a slave ; he cannot kill her
but in a single case. But these rights are not reciprocal ; if the woman
flies to her parents on account of bad treatment, the husband has the
right to reclaim her as his purchased property, but women sometimes
revenge themselves by poisoning their husbands. Parents have the
right of selling their children, and they often do it ; and nothing is more
common than to see children sold as slaves. The condition of these
poor children is not hard, as their masters are gentle in their treatment
of them, and the parents can redeem them at the same price for which
they sold them,

The Siamese, it is said, areless vicious than some other pagans, but
it must not therefore be supposed that they have great moral virtue.
Christianity alone makes man truly virtuous. Pride, insensibility,
cruelty, and lasciviousness carried to the highest excess, have always
been and ever will be characteristics of heathen. The Siamese are
mild, volatile, thoughtless, timid, and gay, and love such people best.
They do not like disputes, or any thing that leads to anger or im-
patience :—I mean scientific debates, for in other matters they carry
1t from words to blows. They are lazy, inconstant, and fond of
amusement ; a trifle will engage the attention, and a trifle, take it
off. They are great exactors; every thing pleases them, and they
ask for every thing they see, no matter whether it be precious or
worthless. A prince of the blood does not consider it beneath him
to ask for tobacco, a pencil, a watch, a hog ; this has happened to my-
self; the king is no more reserved in this respect than his subjects.
But they are not displeased to be asked in their turn ; politeness among
them requires an interchange of presents. In visits, they first offer tea
and betel. It has happened sometimes on visiting people, when I have
left their house, to be accompanied by domestics, some carrying rice,
pulse, fruits, &ec., and others with wine or fish, placed in a most conspi-
cuous manner in brass dishes ; so that one in these circumstances looks
like a purveyor coming from market. The Laos make their presents
without ostentation, adroitly placing what they have brought, before
their friends during conversation, and then making their obeisance and
retiring : they remark that é)ne must not make a parade of his gifts.

3z
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The Siamese are generally charitable; the king ought, according to
ancient usage, to give several times & year. On these occasions, rice,
cloth, and money are given, in his name, to all the poor who present
themselves. It is said the present king gives victuals every day to the
beggars of Bangkok.

The king and the people are fond of games, of amusements or exer-
cise ; they have other plays which are less frequent, as wrestling or
boxing, combats of cocks, Little fishes, or of two serpents. They have
a play with a kind of magic lantern which is called nang, from the
leather which is used ; it is a dangerous game because of the swords,
daggers, and javelins, with which the rope daucers are armed.
They have also rope-dancers, but the play which most pleases, and
almost bewitches them, is a kind of drama called lameng-lak’ ong, partly
comic, and partly pantomime, and which is said to be a school of vice.
The talapoins, who assuredly are not very scrupulous, condemn them,
although they themselves go there in secular disguise to avoid reproach.
The audience do not pay the actors, but the rich man who hires them ;
sometimes the king furnishes the means from the public treasury, and
pavs them according to the pleasure he takes.

Fanatics mutilating themselves, or inflicting self-torture in a wicked
display of courage or piety towards their false gods, are rarely seen in
Siam ; they think life too precious to be wasted in this way. Still
there was one devotee, about two years ago, who gave out that he
would publicly burn himself; he actually mounted the pyre, but had
scarcely felt the flames before he plunged into the river. .

The Siamese have a reputation for intelligence, but as the king takes
into his service all who succeed well in their profession, their natural
laziness and the state of servitude in which they live, hinders the
development of their talents and industry; everything is done by the
Chinese, who exercise all the mechanic arts. Most of the Siamese
have not the means of procuring the workmen of whom they have
need ; but are obliged to do all themselves—to be mason, carpenter,
tailor, &c. ; so that it is easy to see they can never attain to great per-
fection in this way.

They have the same style of architecture as the Chinese ; consisting
of gewgaws, pavilions, with several roofs placed one above another, py-
ramids, and columns which are covered with gold leaf. This style has
some agreeable features, but we seek in vain for the nobleness and gran-
deur of European monuments. What architecture they have is only
displayed in pagodas and a few public edifices ; for private people live
in cabins of straw or reeds placed on stakes not unlike bird’s nests.
Here are huddled together parents, children, domestics, animals and
all. The furniture corresponds with the building; a rush mat to sit
on, 2 plank to lie on, a stone to place the pot upon, some small jars,
and a network to suspend infants to when they wish to sleep, include
the whole gear of the huts. Some, not quite so poor, have houses of
wood ; but even princes, although they may be rich, are not much bet-
ter lodged ; they sometimes give audience under a shed.

The city of Bangkok and its suburbs are built on this style, every-
where intersected by canals, on which are numerous boats of different
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sizes. Those belonging to the king and princes are decorated, hut
private hoats, even those of high officers, are required to be plain. All
visits arc madc in boats ; there are few horses, and no sedans. Chinese
merchants to save expense, build their houses on the river; they con-
struct a bamboo raft, which is secured on two sides to posts, and as the
cords are loose the raft rises and falls with the tide. Ilouses and
shops are built upon these rafts, which at need can be loosened from
the post, and floated off to a new spot.

Bangkok has ramparts, but they are feeble and open on all sides.
Some years since a brick wall was built at the entrance of the port, and
furnished with cannon, which the Siamese called a fort. As I am
speaking of the ramparts of Bangkok, I will relate a fact to show how
cruel a false religion can make a people who are naturally mild and
placable. Whenever a new gate is to be built in the city wall, or an
old one repaired, three innocent human victims have to be immolated.
The king secretly sends an officer to the gate about to be repaired ; this
man has the appearance of wishing to call somebody, and from time to
time repeats the name to be given to the gate; which excites the at-
tention of passers by, and they turn their heads to see what it is.*
The first three who do so, are seized by men stationed for the purpose,
and their death is irrevocably fixed; no service, no promise, no sacri-
fice can deliver them. Within the gate isa ditch, and at a certain
height above it a great beam ; this beam is hung by two ropes, and
suspended horizontally almost in the same way as in a wine-press.

On the appointed day for the sacrifice, a splendid banquet is prepar-
ed for the three victims, after which they are led in ceremony to the
ditch, and the king and court come to salute them. The king charges
them in particular to guard well the gate confided to them, and to give
notice of the approach of enemies, or rebels to take the city. Instantly
the ropes are cut, and these victims of superstition are crushed by the
load that falls on their heads; the people think that they are trans-
formed into the genii called pA:.

Private individuals sometimes commit this horrible homicide on their
slaves in order to make them guardians of treasure which they have
concealed. It was only five years ago, that this ceremony, worthy of
cannibals, took place at Bangkok. Among the three persons seized,
was the son of a rich Chinese merchant, whose father offered a large
sum to save his son, but all in vain; the decree was irrevocable. Yet
these same men who dare not kill an insect, have no scruples to com-
mit this crime, which they think will insure peace and prosperity to the
country. Divine Providence protected the Christians on this occasion
in a signal manner. A prince of the blood, who was called into the
council, privately informed them of what was to take place, so that they
might not pass the gate for some time, or at least not look behind
them at all.

Fishing and navigation are the most ordinary occupations of the
people of Bangkok, but they have no notions of nautical science ; if they
have not afair wind, and the share in view, they lose their way. They
are consequently an entire year in making a voyage of two months, and

* We are not aware that any custom of this kind exists in Sjam.
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although they go in the fair monsoon, they have frequent shipwrecks.
It is owing in a high degree to the poor construction of the vessels,
which are mere Chinese junks, and are not able to hold their way in a
contrary wind. These vessels are crescent-shaped ; they have “three
mat sails without yards, ratan cables and wooden anchors, and I think
they have mno extra suit of sails; sometime since they began to con-
struct vessels on the European model, but their want of nautical skill
still renders their navigation unsafe. If, however, they do not consult
a chart at sea, they never fail frequently to consult the Evil one ; they
trace on the masts and the rudder superstitious characters.* When I
was voyaging with them, I expressed my disapprobation of this, but
they only laughed at me.

The Chinese are, if anything, still more superstitious ; they have an
idol on board, which they adore many times a day, and make offerings
to. They tremble at everything, and always fly to their god for help.
One of our associates on board a junk once threw something into the
water which was in his way, and it did not fail to put the whole vessel
into confusion. Some pretended that it augured badly, and they there-
upon inquired of their idol what he thought of it; but our good God
permitted an ambiguous response which nobody could comprehend, and
the tumult gradually subsided. But he ran no little risk of being pitch-
ed overboard, if the answer had been unfavorable. Besides the image,
there is a large serpent on board ; and they suppose that shipwreek will
surely follow its escape. Many of the Asiatics have a great veneration
for the serpent ; you would say that the devil loved to be adored in that
shape in which he seduced the first woman.

The sciences are no more flourishing in Siam than the arts. The
doctors just know how to read and write ; they have no idea of physics
or of astronomy, as you will infer from what I have said, when speak-
ing of their mythology. I do not know that they even make an alma-
nac, and have heard it said that they seek the aid of the Chinese, who
are much better astronomers. They have a more compendious method
than we have of discovering the secrets of nature, and of explaining
phenomena ; for when anything perplexes them, they only say pen-p’ru
—penp’i, e ‘Itisagod!” <Itisademon.’ If they see a barome-
ter denoting fair weather or foul, they exclaim, ¢ There is a devil in-
side.’

Mathematics are absolutely unknown ; although they have some
knowledge of arithmetic, and express quantities by the aid of figures.
Their system of numeration is decimal ; as it is among all the Asiatics.
They proceed in the same manner as we do in the multiplication of
units as far as ten millions, but they have no term to express any high-

* It is now pretty generally known that through the enterprise of Chau-fa, the
younger son of the late king, together with a son of the minister of foreign affairs,
several ships have been constructed after European models, the principles of navi~
gation have been studied by the above named person and taught to other Siamese
in their service, and reduced to practice by taking these ships to China, and the
Straits under the gnidance of Siamese pavigators. In this respect the Siamese are
deserving nll praise, and are consequently much in advance of surrounding nations,
and of themselves 100 in other respects.
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cr number. They are no more versed in geography than in the other
scicnces, and suppose that all the cities they hear of, are so many
kingdoms. I have been nsked seriously if the Caffres were not origi-
nolly from France.

None of the Siamese, not even the talapoins, ever occupy themselves
in literature or history. The only work of this kind is the annals of
the kingdom, which are said to be exact, and are under the charge of
an officer who will not let every body look at them, especially when he
is in bad humor. According to an ancient custom, the king is required
to rend them when he is at leisure. Almost 2ll the Siamese meddle
with medicine, but hardly one of them studies it; no degrees are re-
quired, no examinations are to be undergone ; it is enough in order to
practise, to be furnished with a few simples and some recipes. The
first and often the only remedy which these doctors direct for their pa-
tients is the bath. Are you cold or hot, have you a chill or a fever,
they direct you to bathe, and experience proves that they are right. On
the other hand, it is always dangerous, and sometimes causes death to
treat their disease, after the principles of European practice, as I have
myself seen. The regimen the doctors direct their patients to follow is
not less singular than their treatment; they make the patient eat till
he actually suffers, and force him to it if he refuses; and it is this in
fact that saves him. A patient with a fever who refuses to take any-
thing more solid than broth, is cured with difficulty. In Europe they
give eggs, rice, &c., to invalids, but in Siam such aliments would ag-
gravate the evil ; they make the patient eat fresh pork, salt meat, dried
fish, &c.* Siamese doctors rarely feel the pulse, in which they are very
unlike the Chinese doctors, who spend half an hour in examining it.
Surgery is almost unknown. The sick here frequently solace them-
selves with making most lamentable cries.

The Siamese bathe often in health, throwing the water over their
heads while standing in the water, to make as they say the heat go ont
of the body. They like fire no less than water; kindling fires every-
where, and throwing the coals about one side and another in their houses.
This imprudence is the cause of frequent fires; there were eleven
last year,—one of which consumed 1500 houses. When these calami-
ties happen, the tumult and disorder are extreme ; groans and confused
cries are heard from all parts of the immense crowd; some are flying
with what they have been able to save from the flames, and others are
running to plunder what they can. Some are crushed or smothered
under the ruins, and many perish the victims of imprudence or avarice.
The aged and children run the greatest danger ; for in these celamities
each one thinks only of himself, every sentiment of pity or help to
others is extinguished. If the conflagration threatens the entire city,

* There is no doubt but that disease in Siam as in other tropical climates, re-
quires a modified course of treatment in which foreigners have much to learn from
the natives, but that analogy is so fur lost as to sanction the course here alluded to
no one can for a moment admit. Though we are not aware that the Siamese are
now in the habit of treating their patients as above mentioned, yet the practice
universally prevalent among them of roasting the mother before a hot fire, for two
or three weeks after child-birth, is not less barbarous.
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the king, princes, and authorities go in person to give orders. Ele-
phants are brought to assist, which with prodigious force overthrow the
houses not yet kindled, and scatter the fragments.

Thus they arrest the conflagration by removing the material. T must
not omit to inform you that the houses of the Christians are the only
ones which the fire spares; and this provideutial protection of Chris-
tians is from time immemorial. The infidels, enraged at it, and trans-
ported with a diabolical jealousy, have often attempted to set their
houses on fire, but they have been hindered, or the flames have never
made progress. * .

When the Siamese salute one another, they join the hands, raising
them before the face, or above the head. They sit or lie on the ground
according to the quality of the person they address ; if obliged to change
their places they walk with a profound inclination, or drag themselves
on their hands and knees. 'When before royalty, or a high prince, they
Pprostrate themselves on their elbows and knees, which becomes a pain-
ful position when the audience is prolonged. Whatever situation a man
takes, he is always anxious to be below his superiors. In addressing
an equal, they say ¢'an, sir, and speak of themselves as £'a, i. e. a ser-
vant. If they address a soperior, they give him the title of ckank’a,
my lord ; if he be very elevated, they call him #’orap, i. e. worthy to
receive my homage: in these cases, they call themselves by the humi-
liating term of dizan, a diminutive of dierexan, meaning an animal. In
an audience with the sovereign, they designate him by the word #oun-
xramong, that is, placed upon my head ; if the subject speaks of him-
self, he says p’omeheven fonli-p’rabat, meaning the dust of your divine
feet. If the people speak of the king among themselves they give him
titles which would not please even a king of France; as %’oun-loang,
the nourisher of talapoins, ckauzivitk, the master of life, chau-p’eendin,
the master of the earth, chau-muang, master of the kingdom, the city,
&c. In books he is called p’ra-ong, the divine person or god. To
reign, in Siamese is savenirat, which isliterally, to eat the people; they
also say saverinaja-sombat, to enjoy, or dispense riches. It is not said
of such and such an officer that he is governor of such city, but that
he eats the city, which has often more truth than poetry in it.

The Siamese always speak in the third person, both when they ad-
dress one, and when they speak of themselves, When they answer
affirmatively (it is rare that they say no), they simply repeat the ho-
norary title of the person who interrogates them. Thus, « Have yon
done such a thing? My lord,” is the reply. They have personal
pronouns, but rarely use them. Kou, which answers to I or me, de-
notes pride or anger in the one who employs it ; to say, meung, thou or
you, is very offensive ; and to employ the word man, him, is little less
than shameful. The king speaking of himself, says ¥'a, your servant.
A man is addressed by his title, but rang, which answers to madam, is

* The Catholics live a little removed from the business and densely populated
portions of the city and generally keep a herd of swine under the house, and in the
compound ; hence the mud and filth may render their dwellings less combustible
than those of the other inhabitants.
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the general designation for women ; after the age of 30, a female is
termedl Lachei, or old lady.

Magistrates and other persons of dignity, place themselves in an ele-
vated position removed from their inferiors, with soinething to rest on,
and sitting or reclining as they please. The most dignified posture
consists in putting the right leg on the left knee, and holding the foot
in the hand. When the king gives audience, he is placed on a high
gilded alcove, and his attendants prostrate themselves before him on
the rich carpet. If presents are made to the king, they are laid out
before the person who offers them. The audience-chamber is square,
and very large, painted red with designs in gold ; there are no seats in
it, and no furniture but rich crystal ware, and fine chandeliers. It is
said that a Egropean embassador, who was admitted to an audience,
and surprised to find no seats, as he had been forbidden to stand, laid
himself down full length before the king, who vexed to see another take
such a noble posture, had a seat quickly brought.

The great have hardly three questions to put a stranger on his first
visit, which are always unimportant and sometimes ridieulous. First
of all they ask your age. Those of less elevated rank have no ques-
tions more intellectnal. Some, after inquiring my age, have overwhelm-
ed me with questions such as these, Are you a god? Are you rich?
How many times do you eat a day? Pray, preach to us in your own
language. The Cochin- chinese salutation is similar to that of the Chinese,
putting the hands together by the fingers, letting them fall to the knees,
inclining, and then rising and carrying the hand to the head ; this ce-
remony is done twice. In Siam, when the king dismisses his officers,
they join hands and drop the head to the ground three times ; etiquette
requires that each one should have a white cloth before him. In Bur-
mah, when grandees leave an audience, they join their hands behind
their backs till they are out of the chamber.

They take their meals at 7 A. M. aud 5 or 6 . M. At noon some
among the quality have a tiffin. Having no tables or seats, the meal
is laid out on a mat or carpet. Before serving the food, they put the
plates in large brass covered vessels of a conical form. The meat is
cut in small pieces, and placed on small earthenware or porcelain sau-
cers. They have neither spoons, forks, nor knives, and except a small
pearl spoon which is put into the plate, the fingers must serve for the
rest ; and on more than one occasion, their nails are used as knife,
toothpick and earpick. They like their dishes well spiced ; tresh pork,
fish, fraits, confectionary, and poultry are the ordinary viands of the
rich ; the poor content themselves with a bowl of bad rice and dry fish.
They are sometimes obliged to take up with a kind of earth which they
fry. Their beverages are water and tea. The lower classes frequently
use arrack to excess, which they distil from rice. The king and prin-
ces, have a horror of all who drink arrack, and an officer suspected of
indulging in it would be disgraced.* At a meal to drink all around out
of the vessel containing the gravy is Siamese politeness.

* Ten years ago it was a rare thing to sece a Siamese intoxicated, but so fearful
has been the growth of intemperauce, that in 1832, a Chinese paid to the Siamese
government for the ¢ spivit farm,” or tbe licence of manufacturipg ardent spirits
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The king is distinguished from his subjects by his rich equipage. No
one can enter the kitchen of the palace when the food is being pre-
pared ; and a confidential officer seals the plates, and accompanies them
to the dining-room. The king alone can break the seal, but before eat-
ing the officer must taste the dishes ere his wmajesty will touch them.
The hour of repast is a sacred time for the Siamese. Even if o master
of & slave has pressing ueed of him, he will wait nntil he is through, or
he calls some one else ; the king himself respects this custom. I have
at no time been able to persuade my clerk to interrupt his repast. If
he is at table when I require his aid, even to give the sacrament to a
person dying, I must ask some one else, for he always sends the la-
conic reply, “I am eating.” Though the Siamese are not difficult in
respect to their diet, they are yet choice of their food in comparison
with the Chinese or Cochin-chinese.

Until within a few years opium was unknown in Siam and the neigh-
boring countries ; it is now a staple article of commerce. It is smoked
like tabacco, and is made use of by all. I doubt whether in sea-port
places, an individual in moderate circumstances could be found, who
does not take it.* Government has indeed proscribed it, but the force
of habit prevails over the fear of punishment. Its evil effects are seen
every day, yet the victims would rather die than be deprived of it. The
Christians have not yet contracted this bad habit, but it is widely spread
among unbelievers, and is a new obstacle in the way of their conver-
sion. No missionary gives baptism to a catechumen unless he renounces
the use of opium; and though the sacrifice be painful, many have
submitted to it.

It is considered highly meritorious with the Siamese to have a large
belly and to eat to excess; if a man of this character passes by, you
will hear the Siamese exclaim,  Ah, there goes & worthy man.” The
king bimself supposed that he could give no more convincing proof of
the excellence of the queen mother than by relating the quantity of
fruits which she ate at her dinner. They seem to estimate an individu-
al merely by his weight, or the height of his person. The people of
Siam partake of this prejudice, and even apply it to other objécts than
men. Thus when they hear you say, such a picture or statue is 2 mas-
ter-piece, they will reply in good humor, * Very great, is it not?” If
to all advantages, is added a square form, a large and flat face, hardly
exhibiting a nose, the eyes small, close and oblique, the teeth black,
nails three inches in length, an individual of this character in the opi-
nion of the Chinese, unites in his person the height of perfection, and

for the city of Bangkok for one year forfy-five peculs of silver, or £96,000. This
is exclusive of the expense of material, and the labor in the maoufacture, when it
is retailed to the people for less than sixpence a pint. From this may be formed
some idea of the quauntity consumed. It is now no uncommon thing to see the
Siamese, even the nobles aod the priesthood, intoxicated.

* We could not adopt the statement ‘‘ I do not kuow a person in these parts
who does not take it.'” It would be a large estimate to suppose that there was
ever & time when one-fourth of the population used opium, and the stringent mea-
sures adopted by his majesty during the last few years have greatly lessened the
nomber of that proportion.
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is a paragon of beauty. The Burmans tatto their bodies ; they say that
this gives a man a martial appearance.

But if these practices and prejudices are displeasing to us, we should
remember that there are some things in Europeans which seem equally
extravagant to Asiatics. For example, they despise Europeans for hav-
ing & high nose, light hair, white teeth, cheeks of mingled white and
red, and eyes for the most part blue. Nor do they hesitate to manifest
their disdain. They arc surprised that Europeans eut their nails, but
their blue eyes are particularly the object of their aversion. They have
8 dread of all animals that have eyes approaching to blue. A robber
once took & horse from a Christian, but returned it early in the morn-
ing, as soon as hc perceived that his eyes had something of the Euro-
pean in them. Though I arrived here at 11 o’clock at night, the pupils
of the seminary who came to visit me, soon discovered that I had blue
eyes. This afforded them no pleasure. They hastened to rejoin their
comrades and announce to them the unwelcome news. Our costume,
manner of sitting and eating, and the habit of promenading, create
much merriment at our expense. But to see European ladies sit at ta-
ble, go out to walk, or mount a horse, particularly excites their indigna-
tion. “What,” say they, ‘“can a cwvilized nation tolerate such an
abuse? Can a man so disgrace himself as to permit his wife to sit at
table with him ?”

When a Siamese dies, the relatives place the body in a coffin; it is
not taken out through the door, but through a hole which they make
in the wall for this purpose. They fear that without this precaution,
the dead will remember the road, and return during the night and do
harm. On arriving at the funeral pile, the relatives uncover the coffin
and put the body in the hands of the one whose office it is to burn it,
adding a piece of money to be put into the mouth of the deceased.
The sampareu as he is called, washes his face with the juice of the co-
coanut. If the deceased has ordered his body to be eaten by the ravens
and vultures, the flesh is cut up and given to these obscene birds, which
are always present, and have thus obtained the rank of angels.* After
this disgusting operation, the fleshless skeleton is thrown into the
flames ; sometimes the nerves being contracted by the heat, the corpse
is forced off the pile. It is a frightful spectacle to behold the convul-
sions of the corpse ; the mouth is horribly distorted, the eyes are forced
from their sockets, the grease runs down in abundance, and causes an
insupportable stench. The relatives present are in mourning, dressed
in white, and having the head shaved.

‘When the king dies, his face is covered with a golden mask ; and se-
veral thousand talapoins come succesively and pray over the body.
Sometime previous to the funeral, the new king has public plays, and
distributes money to the poor people for the repose of his soul. Instead
of distributing this individuslly, small orders payable at sight, or money
covered up in fruits, are thrown among the crowd, at which time many
are trampled under foot. The body is placed on a magnficent bed, and

* The Siamese are in the habit of burning their dead, and the place selected for
this purpose is near the wats ; but the case here related were *‘ the tlesh was cut
from the body and given to the vultuves,”” must have been an uncommon oue.
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the bed on a gilded bier ; guards stand around, beaving the fignres of
clephants, tigers and giants. The chief of the talapoins is master of the
ccremony ; he is mounted on a gilded car preceoc{ing that of the king.
These two cars are drawn by men. A prince of the royal family leads
the funeral train, and carries a vessel of rice, which he scatters ou ench
side of the road. The king, prince, and officers of state form the proces-
sion ; the women of the palace, to the uumber of several thousand
follow, striving to exhibit sorrow they do not feel by sobbing and ery-
ing, and forcing their tears by means of a drug. They recount in the
most glowing colors the fine actions of the prince, his justice, sweetness,
and the mildness of his administration.

The new king lights the funeral pile, not with ordinary fire, but with
that produced from ignited powder, which they regard as more precious.
If the flame ascends straight the king isin heaven, Lut ifit waves, itis
a bad sign ; they take care therefore to choose a calm day. The bones
not entirely consumed, are collected and reduced to powder, which are
made into paste and formed into small statues and placed in a temple
designed for this purpose. The king visits them often, and honors them
as gods. Private persons are free to make statues of their friends, but
thev camnot place them in the temples. At the death of a king, all his
subjects, male and female, must shave their heads and put on mourning ;
when the queen dies, only the women and officers of Ler household are
required to do it.

The Siamese have two years, one civil, and the other used only by
the talapoins. They are now (1829) in the 12th century of the vulgar
era, that is, 1191. They have also a cycle of 12 years, derived from
the Chinese, called rop, or revolution, each of which hears the name of
one of the constellations of the Zodiac, as follows : 1st, the years of the
rat ; 2d, cow; 3d, tiger; 4th, hare ; 5th, great serpent; 6th, little ser-
pent ; 7th, horse ; 8th, the goat ; 9th, monkey; 10th, hen ; 11th, dog;
and 12th, hog. They have also two different years, the religions, which
commences with the new moonin December, and the civil, which begins
near the full moon on the 1st of April.

Our vear 1828 corresponds to the year of the hog. The year of the
Siamese consists of twelve months. The first two have particular names,
but the others are reckoned by their numbers, as third, fourth, &ec.
Thus if you ask 2 man when he was born, he replies, ‘In the fifth
month of the year of the hen.” Every third year has thirteen months,
when they reckon the eighth month, or our July twice. They have
weeks like ourselves ; Sunday is the first day of their week ; they call
it the day of the sun, and Monday the day of the moon. The other
days bear the names of certain stars, which I suspect to be planets;in
which case the days of their week would be like those of the aucient
Romens. Tbhe natural day is divided into eight equal portions of three
hours each, called jam ; the jam of the artificial day are divided into
three mong, or three of our hours; the hours of the night are called
t'oum. Each mong and ¢ oum contain three malica, each malica is divid-
ed into eight bat, and a bat into thirteen naf'é, which is the smallest
division of time ; 384 nat'é¢ equal one of our hours. As the Siamese are
very superstitious, and addicted to judicial astrology, they say that
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these names cnable them to decide in what year or month, or day of
the month or week, it is hest to undertnke a voyage. They also pretend
to" decide upon the fortune of a child, if for instance he is born in such
a year, as in the year of the tiger ; or what disposition he will have if he
is born in the year of the hare. They also draw omens from birds and
animals, A trivial accident frequently overthrows all their plans.
The 1st, 8th, 15th, and 22d days of the moon are holydays, for among
the Siamese, as in the case of many other idolatrous nations, the moon
is the principal object of their superstition ; they call them days of the
Lord, and oll manner of work in them is expressly forbidden. Neither
flesh nor fish are to be had in the bazar on these days. Those who in-
fringe upon these regulations are fined and beaten.* The court put on
white.  Still there is a place where food may be had, provided it be only
for the talapoins.

On the Ist and 15th of the month, there is preaching at the court
and wherever else the talapoins are invited. In the evening, they
shave their heads and eyebrows. The first three days of the month
of April are solemn occasions for the devout Siamese. Upon that day,
Lucifer opens all the gates of the abyss, and the souls go out and
feast in the bosom of their families, where they are splendidly enter-
tained ; on one of these three days a talapoin goes to the palace to
preach to the king, and at the close of the discourse cannons are
fired in all parts of the city to drive away the devil, or to kill him
if he resist. = On the first day, atemporary king is appointed, called
p'aja-p’olla-t’ep, who for three days enjoys all the prerogatives of
royalty, (the true king remaining in his palace,)t and has a guard of
honor composed of all the galley-slaves in the kingdom ; when he goes
out, a flag precedes him, and the sound of instruments accompanies
him ; all that he meets on the way belongs to him, all goods that are
found exposed in the bazar or shops are appropriated to his use, and
all the vessels that enter port during these three days are sold for his
benefit. On the first day he repairs to a field situated near a pagoda,
where he draws some furrows with a gilded plough ; and then goes and
leans against the trunk of a tree, placing his right foot upon his left
knee, and resting upon the other foot. From this circumstance he has
derived the name of the one-legged prince. While he remains in this
dignified and covenient posture, one of his officers sows some rice,
beans and peas. After this, three cows are let loose in the field which
has been sowed, and the kind that one of them first eats, will probably
be very dear during the current year. This is a sufficient intimation to
the public, and each man takes his precautions.

At the commencement of the month of July, the prince sends lotus
flowers in great pomp to the talapoins, and small packets of wood for
their teeth and gums. On the 15th of July, Lent begins, when the

* This nccount would lead one to suppose the Siamese to be more strict observers
of their Sundays than the facts will warrant. It would be difficult to discover less
business on that day than any other, though perhaps it is true that there may be
more of drunkenness and dissipation,

+ This must be taken with many important limitations.
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talapoins have perfeet liberty, and are guilty of the greatest excesses
in eating and in every species of crime.

On the 15th of November, the passover of the talapoins occurs, which
is called in their language passe, and lasts about six weeks. It is in
this interval that the king and court go in great magnificence to the tem-
ples to salute the talapoins and give them new robes. The people ce-
lebrate this season with all manner of excesses.

The government of Siam is monarchical and feudal. . In the capital
and environs, all is wnder the immediate control of the king, but in the
provinces everything is done in the name of the several governors, in
whose families the distinction is hereditary. The crown is hereditary,
but the eldest son does mot succeed by right; the king chooses his
successor. 'This mode of election is often the cause of trouble in the
palace, as each wife of the prince is desirous of being queen mother ;
hence intrigues and parties are formed, espeeially when the king dies
without naming his successor, although they do not apparently pro-
duce any disorders in the country. If the empire experiences revolu-
tion, it is from the discontent of the people, the revolt of governors, or
foreign invasion. I know not what the state of the country was fifty
vears a20, but since that epoch, and especially since the death of the
unfortunate Constance, so cruelly slaiu by those whom he had loaded
with benefits, and who was not as represented by some French histo-
rians an ambitious adventurer, there have been numerous revolutions,
In less then forty years there have been three different dynasties. It
is only the Christians who have shown an unwavering fidelity to their
legitimate sovereign. In the midst of all the agitations there has not
been one who has taken part in the rebellions. Though persecuted by
these same princes they have been invariably their last resource.

‘When a prince is declared king, he makes the tour of the walls of
the capital in all the apparel of royalty. He is borne on a kind of lit-
ter in the form of a bed, and in passing throws large quantities of small -
pieces of silver among the crowd. When the king goes out, which is
rare, he is attended by an officer with arod in his hand who goes
before him to disperse the populace; for it is death to approach the
king without permission. One must keep a great distance and pros-
trate himself on the ground ; and also beware of choosing an elevated
position, or he risks his life even though he be lying on his face.

On one occasion, a sentinel stationed on the walls had not time to
descend when his majesty was passing, and was on the point of being
put to death ; but the king who is naturally mild, pardoned him. One
will meet with a poor reception in Siam, if he is in haste to meet the
king with acclamation ; on the contrary, the people know well the eti-
quette of the court, and fly whenever they hear the signal of his ma-
jesty’s approach. The children of the king who have attained the age
of 13 or 14 years are not permitted to remain in the palace, but are
kept in a separate house at a great distance ; at all audiences and state
ceremonics, they are also kept apart.

The palace consists of several plain buildings surrounded with a
triple wall. The care of the gates and external inclosure is confided to
men, and that of the interior to a guard of women, numbering about
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4000. They have 2 general and subordinate officers. Those who have
only the rank of an ordinary soldier mount guard at the principal door
armed with a stick like a musket, These women are not reckoned
among the wives of the king. They receive their pay and rations in
the same manner as the soldiers in Europe. In the third inclosure,
which is committed to the female guard, is a remarkable garden, very
large, and containing in miniature a representation of the world at
large, woods, mountains, cultivated fields, a sea with islands, vessels of
war, and merchantmen of every nation, barks, a city, a village, a bazar,
& market held by the ladies of the palace, a fortress with cannon,
religious temples, manikins representing all the different nations of the
earth, in their costumes, all quadrupeds and birds, and all the rare
trees and plants they can produce. They call it Suam-uf ajam, i. e.
Garden of Delights, or terrestrial paradise ; it is on the model of that
of Peking. As there are persons inclosed here who have never seen
the world, and never will see it, they have thus an imperfect notion of
it.* It is illuminated at night by an infinite number of lamps. The
ladies of the harem retire to the garden, and amuse themselves there
if they please, till the morning. I obtained these details from our
Christians, whom the king has called to work in the garden. When
any passes before the pavilion which is in front of the palace, all the
rowers must sit down, and everybody must lower their parasol; there
are archers stationed to watch persons who fail to do this.

The king eats and walks at the sound of instruments, cymbals, gongs,
&c. The distinctive marks of royal dignity are three, viz., the manner
of striking the gong, called chong-keck, a parasol of cloth of gold, and an
ivory armed chair. The princes of the blood have a silk parasol, of a
white, green, or red color, as they please, Their chair is like that of
the king, but has no gilding about it, and is smaller. Grandees of the
first order called ckau-p’aja, have a red parasol, but not silk ; their chair
has no arms. Those of the lowest rank have neither parosol nor chair.
The king gives to the princes a box containing five gold jars, to hold
severally water, arrack, betel, lime, and tobacoo for smoking. The
governors receive a box, but the jars are gilded. The dignitaries
called p’ra have the box with jars of silver; while inferior officers ordi-
narily receive no distinctive mark. An officer, or any other person of
rank, never goes out without an escort ; among his attendants, one al-
ways carries a parasol, another a box of betel, a third his segar, afourth
a lighted match, and sometimes a fifth with a spittoon.

After the king, the vaugna or vizier is the first person in the kingdom,
and in the absence of the former is commander-in-chief of all the army ;
he has a palace and a private court, and even takes the title of second
king. The vauglang is next to him ; these two offices are not heridi-
tary. The ckeu-p’aja have also much power; several are heriditary
governors, and have the right of laying imposts in their respective

* Tt must be but a poor idea of the world, which any one can gather from a re-
presentation of this kind made by a people who know nothing of countries and
men, beyond their immediate neighborhood. After an examination of a world like
this in miniature, one can easily imagine that it may bear a greater resemblance to
fts prototype in Peking than to the world,
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provinces without heing obliged to render an account to the king ; they
are also chiet justices, have a claim of vassalage, and furnish troops in
case of war ; thev may, in short, be regarded as feudal chiefs under the
crown. They are liable to be disgraced, or cven condemned to death
for rebellion.

When the ceremony of crowning the king occurs, every road by
which he is to pass is lined on both sides with an immense number of
small richly ornamented altars, containiug vases of flowers, pictures,
and incense-pots in which perfumes are continually burning ; the Chi-
nese officers have the charge of them. The corps of archers opens the
procession in full uniform ; each one armed only with a wand, and their
commander borne on a kind of litter. Four high officers in long robes
succeed them on hovses, carrving a bow slung across the backs, with
banuerets of different colors. The army follows in two ranks; each
regiment distinguished by its own uniforn, and carrying muskets and
bayonets ; the artillery bring up the rear.

The chiefs are in the middle betwcen the ranks; two Christian
officers in European costume each carrying a standard of great dimen-
sions, are mounted on horseback. The commander-in-chief or mek#’ ap
wears on this occasion only a turban, several ells in length ; lus head
looks as large as a barrel; the turban is white, and ornamented with
gold lace. The king follows him; and all who are in sight prostrate
themselves before him as he passes, the musicians stationed by the
altars striking up their symphonies. The king is seated on a costly
throne ; over it is a magnificent canopy sustained by four columns, and
one goes before continually fanning him. Two other officers carry the
Jparasols ; all who accompany him are dressed in long robes. The king
only wears a lengouty and 2 rich gold belt, and a broad brimmed hat of
black felt, surmounted by a plume, and ornamented with gold lace and
tassels ; he has on one side alarge cimitar, and on the other a gold vase
filled with small pieces of silver, which he and a prince following him
both scatter, among the crowd ; men are constantly at hand with sacks
of money, to replemish their empty vases.

This profusion, great as it is, is small compared with the number of
bills thrown to the crowd, some representing the value of a horse,
others of an elephant, a horse, a vessel, &c. ; whoever gets one of them
has only to present it to the treasurer, and he will receive its full value,
Four persons follow the king on horseback, with plumes in their cha-
peaux. All the other princes of the royal families, to the l}umber qf
eighty, bring up the rear of the cavalcade, each one accompanied by his
own household officers, one to hold the bridle, another to carry the
sword, another the parasol, and another the betel, arrack, lime, tobacco,
fire, &c., which the Siamese constantly require. During the time the
procession is absent, the weugna remains in the palace, guarding it,
sword in hand.

When a prince is raised to the dignity of zaugna, he leaves the
mansion which he has occupied, to take possession of the palace reserv-
ed for those who enjoy this dignity. But on going to the city, he
finds the gate shut, and is obliged to ungird his sword and scale the
wall before he and his cortége can enter the house designed for him.
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When a prince of the royal family attains to the age of 13 or 14
years, he is removed from the palace, puts on a new dress, and a tala-
poin cuts his hair.  On this occasion men of the highest rank and in-
telligence among the four nations in Siam come to the court in the
costume of their respective countries. A kind of mountain with a
pathway to the top is made, where a tent is erected, and a little below
it the figure of onc or two elephants, which furnish water, that falls
into a basin at the base of this artificial mountain. When all is ready,
the civil and military officers place themselves in two files, and the
procession in this order leaves the palace. The prince, who is the
object of the ceremony, is seated on a chair which is borne upon the
shoulders of the officers ; he has on his head a high bonnet, not peaked,
and slippers on his feet, and gold bracelets on his arm ; a kind of rattle
is shaken before him to signify that he is yet in his infancy ; they also
play on the flute, tambourine, and trumpet. The princess who is to be
his future wife, goes before with her hands joined, holding a plume of
peacock’s feathers. When the cortége returns to the palace, the prince
prostrates himself before his father, and the king takes him by the
hand and leads him into the temple, where the ashes of their ancestors
are deposited ; when he adores them. This ceremony is repeated for
three consecutive days; on the fourth day, the talapoins cut his hair
in the ancestral temple, and he receives a white dress instead of the red
one he wore .during the ceremony. The same day he goes to the
artificial mountain, accompanied by a great retinue, where he washes
his.hands in the basin, and then ascends with three or four lords to the
top of the mountain, into the pavilion, where he is suppesed to go
thredgh with some superstitous ceremony. There is some resemblance
between this Siamese ceremony and that of the ancient Romans, when
their young men took the toga virilis.

According to the custom of the court, the king has a conjurer, whom
he consults on the success of war, the results of a battle, and other
fuestions, which often cause much trouble to the poor man ; for when
what he predicts turns out true, he is amply rewarded ; but when his
prophecies fail, he is flogged and exposed to the burning sun, to make
him more .circumspect in-future. Sometimes he himself fulfills his
own predictions, as when on one occasion he announced that a Chris-
tian village would be burat on such a day, and sent a person to set fire
to the place, who was apprehended and revealed the whole collusion,
and the diviner was severely flogged. Yet he did not the less enjoy the
confidence of the king. Accordng to an ancient custom the king has
treasure which he must not touch but in emergencies; the successor
adds to what his predecessor has amassed. It is said that the present
king is very rich:

In this country, the rights of man are not the same as in Europe.
War is made as it was among the ancient Assyrians, destroying cities,
devastating the couuntry, and leading the inhabitanis into captivity.
In the suburbs of Bangkok, are villages of Burmans, Peguans, Laos,
Malays, &c. These devastations are as fatal to the conquerors as to
the vanquished, In the coursc of a single compaign last year, of ouly
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six months, the number who died from famine, fatigue and disense was
immense.

The military profession is heriditary, and a man is a soldier as long
8s he lives ; the different regimeuts are distinguished by the color of
their uniform.* Tha chiefs ilave a short silken robe worked with gold ;
the Christians wear European dresses, and are engineers, medical
officers, or artillery-men. The Siamese canmot be said to be wanting
in courage, but they are ignorant of the art of war.

‘When the time for departure arrives, the army embark in small boats
and place themselves in the middle of the river ; the talapoins consult
the omeus, praying to the devil, first raising one foot and then another,
and making a thousand antics. One of them mounts an elevated seat,
and performs a lustration, but the Christiau soldiers hold a card before
their faces to keep off the infernal water, to which the king says nothing.
They now make a maunikin of the rebellious prince they are going to
fight, instead of as formerly taking a criminal condemned to death.
The head is cut off as an augury ; if it fall at the first blow, the presage
is favorable, but contrarywise if more strokes be needed. This cere-
mouny being finished, the general fiercely brandishes his sword, and the
army marches off at the sound of music.

Although the Siamcse often observe omens, they do so still more in
time of war. The flight ofa bird, or the cry of an animal causes them
to quake ; and the gambols of a monkey running into their ranks terri-
fies them more than the hosts of the enemy. These superstitions often
result disastrously. If a boat cross the river before that containing the
general, it forbodes some terrible evil, and they put to deathall in the
boat to avert the calamity. To prevent such accidents, the army is al-
ways preceded by criers who give notice to all boats to range themselves
along the banks ; but in spite of these precautions it is seldom that some
bad luck does not happen.

When the army leaves the river, they put the munitions of war upon
elephants. The different battalions march under their banners with
little order. These flags are red, interspersed with devices in other co-
lors. The national flag is a white elephant, and it is by raising or de-
pressing it in a different manner that the general makes known his
orders. It is said they fight by platoons, concealing themselves hehind
trees and branches that they may attack the enemy to more advantage.
When the elephants are well disciplined, they canse more carnage than
several soldiers, fighting with their trunk and feet; it is difficult to
wound them with fire-arms.

The Siamese have some good laws, but others are far from being
perfect ; the bad ones would nevertheless be tolerable, were they wc}l
administered. When two parties appear before a Judge to plead their
case, he thrusts them both into prison, in order that if the accused
have not the means, the accuser may pay the expense; an affair is
often protracted a long time to extort money from both parties. It is

¢ The only uniform we have ever seen worn by the Siamese soldiers, is a red
band aebout the head, having as their only dress a waigtcloth in common with the
rest of the people.
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in vain to appeal to the king, for the magistrate is always right, and
the sufferer knows it too well to incur new trials.

Mongey is an infallible means of evading the laws. By means of it
criminals ean get their punishment reduced almost to nothing. Custom,
which has the force of law, permits lenders to exact 30 per cent. interest,
but they often get GO and even 80 per cent. If at the expiration of the
term the debtor cannot pay the debt, he becomes the creditor’s slave orin
default his wife and children are seized. 1t should be said to the praise
of the present king, that he lends money to his subjects without inter-
est, but the great lords are not so generous. If a master strike his
slave with the instrument with which they stir rice, or with a chop-
stick, he is free, and the master loses his property ; but if he strike him
with a stick of wood the slave must not complain; this is a curious pre-
judice. The law permits parents who have sold adaughter in marrage
to keep her as a domestic during the whole time which a tree planted
before the cabin on the wedding-day, remains upright ; the newly mar-
ried pair take care to choose a tree that easily rots; custom has fixed
the term at three years. In virtue of this singular contract, the wife be-
comes at once the slave of her husband and the servant of her parents ;
this abuse does not exist among the Christians.*

The right of asylum exists in Siam. Our churches and their inclosures
also enjoy this right; the king under no pretext can attack this privi-
lege. A eriminal who reaches a pagoda cannot be drawn away by force ;
the king can only desire the talapoins to remove him, but if he takes
the priestly robe, it is rare that he is given up; this will suffice to give
you an idea of the holiness of the priests. Since I have been here, I
have often heard of the crimes of these pretended gods ; it is only fif-
teen days since one of them assassinated a man who reproved him for
his bad conduct ; though convicted he has not yet been punished ; and
at this moment there are sisty indicted for various erimes.

The penal code is not severe ; the king hesitates in passing sentence
of death, lest he commits a sin ; but torture is sometimes used. There
are some frightful punishments unkuown to Europeans, which are re-
served for great criminals, but I doubt whether they are eniployed once
in a century. A private individual is decapitated ; a great lord is beaten,
and then sewed up in a bag and thrown into the river. Next to capital
punishment, in the disgrace attached to it, is to be made to feed ele-
phants. The wretches are obliged to go every day and gather a certain
quantity of herbs, and when, notwithstanding their search aund fatigue,
they camnnot fulfil their task, they are cruelly beaten. They camnot
make up the deficiency, nor can any oneaid them, nor can they buy the
herbs with their own money. They are branded in the forehead, and
their punishment is fov life ; branding is a common punishment for all
suspected crimiuals.  Slaves brought from a distance eannot be redeem-
ed, and must have their master’s names marked on their arms. Every
Chinese in Siam must wear a certain cord around the arin to prove that
he has paid the king & kind of poll-tax required of them all.+

* The Catholics give a wife to such of the Chiunese as will profess the Catholic
faith. By this inducement many ave added to their number.

+ The Chinese, instead of laboring upon the public works, pay trieunially a poll-
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A criminal condenmed to death is obliged to go thvee times around
the city walls, and informing the people that he (calling himself by
name), convicted of such a crime, is condemned to capital punishment.*

Supplementary to the preceding notices of the Siamese, we here give
a few paragraphs concerning the use of tobacco, opium, guncha or bang,
and spirits among the people, extracted from a missionary circular ve- *
cently received from Bangkok.

““Nearly or quite every male subject of the kingdom is addicted to
the use of tobacco, in some one or all its forms, beginning to simoke be:
fore they have been weaned from the breast ; one may sce the little ones
puffing a cigar or chewing a cad of betel, siri-leaf, lime, and tobacco.
If females do not often smoke, they generally chew it ‘in the form of
this compound ; and they begin the practice about as early as the males
do smoking. Thus this narcotic begins its baneful influence at the
dawn of their rational being; and like sin, grows with the growth and
strengthens with the strength ; their thoughts are in fact, narcotized
more or less by it ; formed wholly under its enfeebling influence, their
minds are held fast toit as by a spell, and a man would almost as soon
think of living without air, as without cigars. Ifthey are deprived of
them but for an hour, they become restless. .

< The eating and smoking of opium, which was greatly checked a
few vears since, by the edict of his majesty against 1t, appears now to
be fast reviving. Although the law still makes it contraband, and
threatens all consumers of it with the confiscation of their goods and
ignominious death, yet the law is not enforced as it once was. There
appears to be a secret willingness on the part of offieers, to allow opium
to be smuggled into the country, at least, to an extent sufficient to
satisfy the cravings of the many that are already addicted to its use.

« Guncha, (Cannabis Indica,) a plans possessing many of the proper-
ties of opium, is grown abundantly in Siam, and may be purchased very

tax of &3, and for a few weeks, during the time of eollecting this tax, each man
as he pays his money takes a receipt and has a cord tied around his wrist, and seal-
ed by the government officers to secure him against paying the tax again the same
year. Sometimes this seal is broken off by accident, or on purpose by evil design-
ing persons, who then take the unfortunate man hefore a magistrate by whom he is
compelled to repay his tax and take a new certificate.

* In the bishop’s account of Siam we are pleasingly reminded of many things of
which we have been an eye-witness, as well as informed of some things which were
altogether new to us. On the whole, these pages, though at times giving a wrong
impression to the reader, are calculated to convey much information of a country
and people little known, but who contain much to interest the commercial and reli-
gious world. The commerce is becoming a monopoly with the officers of govern-
ment. The port charges, amounting to about one thousand dollars on an ordinary
vessel of four hundred tons, present a serious obstacle to the trade of European and
American shipping, while the Siamese, without this expense, can take their produce
with their own vessels to the free ports of Singapore and Hoogkong. It is believed
that & visit to Bangkok by an English or American man-of-war might very easily
place the commerce of that country on a better footing, better for foreigners, better
for the Siamese government, and surely better for the native inhabitants, It is to
be boped that among the representatives of foreign powers now in China, there may
be those who will interest themselves in removing the existing evil in Siam, while
by so doing the interests of their own country may be promoted,
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cheaply ; so that those who are too poor to purchase opinm, resort to this
weed for their stimulant and opiate. Its effects upon the human consti-
tution appear to be as bad as those of opium ; its first effect is to produce
great exhiliration, so as often to lead the ignorant to think the person
1s supcrnaturally aided ; the inebriation is of the most cheerful kind in
those who are naturally mild, but those who are naturaily quarrelsome
becomc furious. Its aphrodisiac powers are said to be very remarkable.
The intoxieation it produces lasts from three to four hours, and is fol-
lowed by deep sleep. A prolonged use of it produces a wretched ner-
vousness, lung complaints, dropsy, melancholy, and madness. Since the
check that was given to the use of opium about five years since, the
people have taken to using this poison in great numbers, and are no
doubt being ruined by it.

“The practice of using intoxicating drink is increasing at a fearful
rate. When Protestant missions were first established in Bangkok,
about ten years since, it was a rare occurrence to see a man drunk,
excepting among the Indo-Portuguese. The Siamese sacred books
strongly condemn the use of all intoxicating drinks, and the people ap-
peared to be then remarkably abstemious in the use of them. But now
the enemy has come in like a flood. There is not an hour of an after-
noon, when one may not see many of the victims of intemperance in the
highways and lanes, reeling, railing, swearing, quarrelling, fighting, and
insulting all they meet, with a shamelessness and recklessness that can-
not be named. Consequently crime, poverty, and wretchedness of all
kinds, have greatly increased among the people ; the public appetite for
spirit is strong, and the demand for something that will intoxicate very
great, so that the distilleries are increased, thirty or more being now in
vigorous operation. Thematerial from which their spirit is manufactured
ischiefly molasses,which owing te the increase of the foreign sugar trade,
has become very abundant, and for which the people have no other use
than to mix with mortar, or convert into °liquid death.” But with all
the facilities for manufacturing it, the distilleries do not supply the
demand, and it is imported from China, Batavia, Singapore, and Eu-
rope. Besides this rum, the poorer classes make spint from the pal-
myra juice and from rice. An officer of government informed us not
long since, that he could not prevent his slaves from getting drunk, that
he had flogged them almost to death for it, but their appetite for the
poison was so strong that they would convert their rice into spirit to
intoxicate themselves. The manufacture and traffic in it is farmed out
by government, the whole kingdom being divided into districts, which
are leased annually to the highest bidders ; the one including Bangkok
and its suburbs is taken by one man, who pays annually about 160,000
ticals (96,000 dollars), and it is this man’s interest, of course, o do all
he can to increase the consumption of spirit in his district.

¢ The alarming evil of spirit-drinking is attended by gambling, which
is also all farmed out by government, and is a source of much revenue
to the treasury; but the system, however much it may fill the king’s
coffers, operates to suck up the very vitals of the kingdom. The
whole country is divided into districts, eaeh of which is taken by the
highest bidder, who are usually princes, noblemen and officers of
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government ; each farm is subdivided into numerous lots, which are
leased to the best advantage, and all gambling out of the licensed places
is promptly put down. Each master farmer has the privilege of set-
tling the terms of every company and private license within his lot.
But the Siamese in the course of every year have six or eight holydays,
in which they can gamble free of duty, wherever they please; and
during these days, it scems as if every man, woman, and child,
was determined to make the utmost of the license. It therefore
becomes cach farmer’s intercst, to do all he can to increase the gam-
bling business, and for each undertaker to excite all to visit his shops ;
and to this end, all possible kinds of gambling are putinto requisition,
from simple playing with cowries, to immense lotteries. Consequently
the people have become mad after it, and are neglecting all other busi-
ness for this to such an extent, that the mercantile interests of the
kingdom, which a few years since were promising, have run down great-
Iv : and it is thought by our foreign resident merchants, that if there
be not a speedy reformation from this and its associate vices, the coun-

try will soon be ruined.”

I11.—Missionary Letlers concerning the Government support of
the Temple of Jaganndth.

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

Dear BrRETHREN,

Whether the social and domestic derangement which it produces be
considered, or the annual destruction of life, the Car festival at Pari is
one of the greatest evils to be found in India. The rupture of domes-
tic ties, the demoralization of the heart, the poverty entailed, the
disease, suffering and death which directly and necessarily result from
it are bevond all calculation. The evils of this description produced
by war and famine are comparatively trifling. These causes exist but
for limited periods, and the effects cease ; on the contrary, the Car fes-
tival is an annual course which sweeps away thousands as regularly as
it recurs.  The incursions of disease commence as the pilgrims
approach the shrine, a large proportion of those pilgrims are carried off
by the Cholera-morbus; while the population of the villages and
towns which lie on the line of road, is devastated to a very serious
extent. The infection sets in from the pilgrims’ route, and like a wave
of the ocean, spreads its fatal influence to the extremity of the country.
Weeping and lamentation, from premature death, intimate the course
of the pestilence till its virulence ceases at the extremity of man’s
habitation. The extent of the mischief done cannot be conceived, till
the villages are visited a few months after the festival has passed away,
when the cholera flag, erected upon a pole at the head of each village
and hamlet, intimates that the disease has been there: and inquiry
elicits how many families have been robbed of their strength and
pride by the jogeenee. In several cases I have seen whole villages
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depopulated ; the tatties down ; the doors open ; the honses in ruin ;
and the few inhabitants that have escaped, gone away to other places,
leaving the dend to decay in their houses.

Whatever cause may give notoriety to the Puri idols, and thereby
tend to increase the number of pilgrims to their shrine, must he deeply
lamented by every benevolent mind,—by cvery person interested in the
prosperity and happiness of the people ; but that the British Govern-
ment, by its ample donation, should be the principal supporter of the
idols,—that it should yearly pay down, from its state treasury, an
amount more than sufficient to maintain and increase the renown of
Jagannith, thereby causing tens of thousands to undertake a pilgrim-
age which entails misery and death upon so many souls, is matter of the
deepest lamentation.

The state of Jagannith’s establishment, received as an institution
supported by Government patronage, is such as to give every idolater
unmitigated satisfaction, and every Christian unmixed anxiety and
sorrow. It never enjoyed such support ; and never, I apprehend, was
in a state of greater prosperity than it is at present. The tax was
formerly collected by the Government from the pilgrims; and a sum
paid over to the temple, from its proceeds; by these means the pil-
grims were made to support the idols from the money they had devoted
to the pilgrimage; now the establishment is amply supported by a
liberal Government donation from the state funds, and the pandas are
allowed to squeeze from the pilgrims, (of course as voluntary donation)
the whole amount of what was formerly paid as a tax, to the officers
of the Government. Thus, the establishment has gained pecuniarily,
Jjust the amount of the Government donation, over and above what it
formerly enjoyed. It is richer by tkat sum yearly, and possesses just
so much more the means of its own propagation, than it has done in
any part of its past history. Noris its moral influence deteriorated
since the abolition of the tax; but much otherwise; for, since the
Government is become the great donor,—a donor to the extent of
47,000 rupees per year, what other argument is needed to give it moral
power and influence! The protestations of the Government itself, that
1t cannot lend its influence and money, to promote the religious doc-
trines or customs of any particular party in the state ;—that such
support would be unjust to other parties :—the proclamation of Chris-
tian Missionaries made among the assembled multitudes of a better,
of the only true religion ;—the application of every, and all human
means intended to enlighten and improve the people, will do little
towards convincing them, that their idol, and the system of their wor-
ship are not true, while they see the revenue of the collectorate convey-
ed to the coffers of the idols, for the purpose of supporting them in
their glory. This argument, (for Jagannath’s truth is obvious to them,)
it is one, which, to them, is calenlated to carry conviction home; and
cannot be even disturbed by a thousand abstractions. When the
pilgrims arrive at Puri, and see large sums of money paid to 'the
superintendent of the establishment by the European collector, an im-
pression is made on their minds which nothing can remove ; and they
return to propagate this testimony to all within the circle of their
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influence. Thus a regard for the idol arises, just in proportion to the
power, the wisdom, and the renown of the Governnent.

The connection of the British Government, with this idolatrous
shrine, is a subject, which, of late, has been nearly lost sight of. The
abolition of the pilgrim tax appears to have satisfied the public demand,
and inquiry and agitation have ceased. And had the abolition of the
tax included the withdrawal of Government support to the idols, as
was supposed, as matter of course it would, then the question might
well have been dismissed, and the desired object considered as having
been gained. The facts of the case are much otherwise however ;
checks and impediments have been removed, and decided encourage-
ment held out to attempt a pilgrimage to Pari, by an increased
degree of riches and glory displayed around the idols, aud about their
temple. This has tended to impress deeply upon the minds of an
ignorant and superstitious people, that the glory of Jagannith is still
advancing.

The above observations by one who has beeu for many years an
intimate observer of the effect which a Government patronage of Jagan-
ndth produces on the public mind, are intended as a sort of introduc-
tion to the following communication, and that communication is
forwarded to the «“ Observer,” with the hope that it may do something
towards recalling the question of Jagaunath’s donation before the pub-
lic mind, should you esteem it at all likely to have that effect.

Very sincerely yours,
C. LacEey.

My peEsrR BrotHER PIKE,

1 have thought much lately of that passage in the sixteenth Psalm,
““their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another God,” and
have witnessed many awful exemplifications of its truth. Since the
vear 1825, I have not seen so much misery and death, amongst the
infatuated pilgrims to the shrine of Jagannath at Pdri, as have occurred
this year. I have just returned from my visit to the Rath festival, and
must, while our labours, and the scenes we were necessitated to witness
in the prosecution of them, are fresh on my memory, write you some
account of my journey. I feel as though I should like to employ some
new terms to describe the woe and waste around the gloomy shrine, of
what the deluded people call the World’s Lord, for old terms have
been used till they are worn out, their sound being so familiar to the
ear that they fail to excite due interest, and produce due sympathy
upon the minds of those to whom the scenes of misery are related.
Nor are we, who are yearly eye-witnesses of the degradation and death
amang the people, free from the liability to become indifferent to them.
In witnessing the sorrows of Jagannith’s worshippers, our thoughts use
langusge, and clothe themselves in words; and although I found my
mind often deeply affected, yet I seemed to labour in vain for terms
adequately to represent to our far removed friends, the bitterness of
that woe, and the deepness of that degradation into which idolatry has
sunk its unhappy votaries. In that land so blessed with the influence,
immediate and indirect, of the ameliorating grace of Christianity, it is
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difficult to conceive, justly, of the scenes which are so far removed from
all experience and observation by the happy disciples of a benevolent
nnd heavenly Saviour. Even the minds of most European residents in
India, are too callous to the scenes of human misery exhibited around
them ; and the value of human life has greatly deteriorated ; and as to
ourselves, were it not that our estimate of the value of human souls is
formed by a belief of their imperishable destiny, by the estimate God’s
word puts upon them ;—by the precious price paid for their redemp-
tion,—for *“ Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” we also, should soon learn to view their destruction with the
usual indifference and apathy.

In passing about in the field of death, at Pari, we could not but
feel that, here sin, and the author of sin hold their undisputed reign ;
here they triumph. This is the tendency of their sway ; the result of
their influence. God is not here ; no knowledge of Him exists. Here is
an illustration of ¢ Without hope, and without God in the world.” His
fear is far, far removed ; the God of this world everywhere rules and
is worshipped. The author of evil says, ““Itis as I would have it.”
His lies delude the willing souls of his votaries; they eagerly follow
the baits of death, and become the victims of his malignant joy.

But it was not the least distressing reflection which the scene sug-
gested, that, in order effectually to blind the minds of the foolish and
infatuated people, and prevent any consequences resulting from a ray
of intelligence which might possibly stray across the darkened mind,
the meaning of language is perverted, and the testimony of the under-
standing and senses reversed. To be left abandoned by earthly friends,
to die in all the miseries of a disease, which 1s a curse from God, is to
be, ¢ kindly called to supreme happiness.”” To die wallowing in their
own uncleanness in the filthy streets of Pdri, means, to Lie and die
on Jagannéth’s bosom—means, to expire in a place, and under circum-
stances the most desirable, the most blessed. To see a block of wood,
with an ugly black face, is, to see the invisible spint, in that one place
which he has selected to meet with, and bless his worshippers. To go
below the temple, through stinking streets, towards the sea, into a
wall of sand, covered with human filth; where a hundred bodies are
exposed in every stage of consumption and decay, sending forth palpa-
able and deadly exhalations through the whole atmosphere ; where the
very sandis black with the ashes of a million funeral pyres, and a
thousand satis; except that it is whitened with human bones, the
remains of victims who have offered themselves on the altar of Moloch
in the past year; where leprosy, and other loathsome diseases meet
your eye and sicken and appal your heart ;—to go into this purlieu of
death, means, “To go into the gate of heaven, where celestial beings
renounce their conveyances, and their shoes, and daily walk to the
sacred place, where the great being, who is the world’s lord, holds his
court, and dispenses his favours to mankind, aud to the inhabitants of
heaven.”

To go to another small temple, a mile distant ; where only a single
man is found, where no bodies lie, and no bones whiten the sand ; but
all is silence, and solitude ; to go to this place is,—* To go to the gate
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of hell.”” And the Hindu is taught that within the sacred Khetyra all
go to heaven, and none go to hell; the reverse of what their own lan-
guage would teach them.

The ponderous cars are moved on with difficulty and great labour,
by some thousands of brawny arms, hired and paid for the purpose ;
but it is the * Volition of the God which moves the cars.” The priests
in their ordivary communications use the language of disgusting
obscenity, but < they are Holy beings, and their language is the pure
dialect of the deity. From the front of the cars impudence and ob-
scenity are pronounced and acted before the delighted multitude, which
in other places, and under other circumstances, would outrage the
feelings of the pilgrims themselves ; but these songs and actions com-
pose a part of divine worship ;—are peculiarly holy,—highly pleasing
to the god,—and very advantageous to his worshippers.

By these misrepresentations and perversions, the deluded people, at
Pari, move in a kind of fairy enchauted scene,—a kind of superna-
tural apprehension about all they see, and hear, and eat and smell,
occupies their imaginations. The fallacy is known to the agents of
the cheat, the brihmans and pandis of the place ; but the foolish
and credulous people, are, generally under the delusion. Thus the
divine blessing is withdrawn, is suspended, and death with out-
spread wings, hovers over the dark and fatal scene.

The old, the middle-aged, and the young; the delicate female, and
the robust-bodied man ;—both sexes, all ages, and of all circumstances
in life, appear equally liable to the attack of the death-entailing cho-
lera. But the desertion of them by their companions and relatives,
who ought, at least to have carried them out of the public road, and
placed them under shelter, as well as the complete destitution the
miserable victims suffered, gave severity and poignancy to the disease,
and showed it in its most appalling forms. The instant sickness com-
menced they were forsaken; their companions not even slackening
their pace to inquire after them. Others, while sleeping on the edge of
the road, in the long files of closely-wedged pilgrims, were seized by
the fatal symptoms during the night, and died on the spot. In the
morning their fellow-pilgrims arise ;—mix in the bustle of prepara-
tion, and move away. But the dying and the dead remained; the
former to cast about in their own uncleanness, and in the mud,—
naked and thirsty, passed by unpitied of every pilgrim, till in desertion
and undescribable misery, they expired ;—the latter to be dragged off
the road into the adjacent ditch, or neighbouring field by dogs, and
jackals and vultures, and there devoured. Many a case of this de-
scription did we see.

Numbers of the forsaken sick, who had a little money about them,
engaged bearers and a dili, to carry them on towards the desired
place; vainly hoping they might possibly reach the limits of the
sacred inheritance, where, should they die, they hoped for supreme
bliss, the fruit of their pilgrimage. None of these succeeded, the
cholera soon reduced their strength; and when they became unable to
direct their bearers, the latter placed the dili beside the road, and,
at a little distance, sat and watched with satisfaction the consummation
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of the disease ; and as soon as insensibility occurred, they topped over
the ddli, rolled out the dying pilgrim,—robbed her of her money,
clothes, ornaments, and decamped to seek for other subjects upon whom
to repeat similar rapacities.

The cholera morbus has been unusually destructive this year in the
city of Calcutta, nor has it yet subsided entirely. The pilgrims from
that neighhourhood, set out for the Rath festival and carried the seeds
of the disense with them, spreading the infection all along the way.
It made its appearance on the track of the pilgrims in the town of
Cuttack, carly in June. Several were seen dead and sick under adja-
cent trees, or by the way side; affording an omen of what might be
expected, when the whole mass of pilgrims should be condensed into
one confined and dirty place: worn and weak with travelling, 1ill-
clothed, ill-fed, suffering exposure, and breathing tainted air :—predis-
posed to receive and propagate the contagion of death. But I will
refrain from further observation of this kind, and give you some ex-
tracts from my journal.

June 11th.—To-day I have had a long, and on the whole,
an interesting conversation with an inquirer from the neighbour-
hood of Kendall. The man is about 50 years of age, andis by
caste and calling a farmer. He says his father was never a great
devotee to the idols; and speaks of himself as despising them. He
was encouraged in his disregard to idols, by his association with a
noted devotee. This man taught him, as such people do, to worship
his own spirit, as a part of the essence of the great Spirit. While he
attended to this devotee, he obtained some Christian knowledge ; and
its entrance gave light in his mind. He saw he was deceived, and
forsook his teacher. The man listened with great attention, and ap-
parent pleasure, to some illustrations of the divine character, description
of the place of salvation, and other important Christian subjects ; at the
close, he offered to break off his méla, and destroy his caste. To this
I did-not consent, as, should he not be received, he would thereby be
unable to return to his home, and friends, and employment.

13th.—Accompanied by our friend Mr. Brooks, and preceded by
five of our native preachers, I set out for Puri, to attend the Rath
festival there. The festival does not commence till the 1Sth, but we
wished to have a few days before the festival, to preach among the
people ; a work performed with more advantage before than at the time
of the festival. Near Cuttack, and along the road, we passed a good
many dead pilgrims, and many more sick ones. The darkness of night
cast a veil over the dying and the dead, but occasionally, the light of
our torches fell upon the victims, and fora moment exposed them to
our view as we hastened along. As we advanced near to Puri, and
the light of the morning uncovered the scene on ecither hand, we had
a true and appalling picture of the progress the disease was making
among the infatnated pilgrims. Still there were many more sick than
dead ; intimating the commencement of the pestilence. Many of the
sick had engaged dilis, and in these were making a push to reach
the limits of the sacred Kheytra : few would be able to accomplish this,
which accounts for a large accumulation of dead bodies within the first

4 ¢ 2
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three miles from Prri. Many of the dulis were put down, and
the bearers were watching, at a distauce, till they could roll out the
sufferers and decamp with their booty. Many also had evideutly been
so served. The pilgrims who crowded into the place with us, are
mostly Bengéli widows; who, I suspect, not being allowed to marry
again, are burdens on the families of their deceased husbands, and are
sent here with the hope that they will not retwrn. They, also, I sus-
pect, feel little inclination to return ; and would rather, in many cases,
die on the pilgrimage, than return to their hopeless and miserable con-
dition at home.

14¢th.—To-day we made a commencement of our labours, by preach-
ing, and distributing tracts. The native brethren formed three parties,
and preached, argued and persuaded. They closed these opportunities
by distributing books to such as appeared able to read. The crowds
of attendants listened with tolerable attention ; but the pandés at pre-
sent, have scarcely learned that we are come :—when this is known we
must expect some little abuse and uproar.

We rode a mile or two beyond the Athéransl, and then returning,
Tode down the large road as far as the Singh Dwar. We found many
dead and dying pilgrims outside the Tax office gate, they lay by four
and five together oun particular spots. In the town, also, we passed
many cases :— In one place four, in another six, and in another seven ;
besides single bodies in every direction. The darkness of night has
now come on, and covers hundreds of sick and dying, agonizing, and
lonely pilgrims, from all view. In their mortal agony they are alone
and destitute. In the morning they will be gone. O what a night is
this in the streets and corners, hospitals and public road at Piri!
The heart sickens at the scene.

15¢h.—1In four or five different places, this morning, the native bre-
thren preached to, and disputed with the people. The pandds and
their creatures gave us some interruption ; yet, not so much as to break
off our labours. The attention was numerous and as quiet as it gene-
rally is at Pari, where, as in Ephesus, the people live by their idol.
Much was said, which, by the ~divine blessing, may be useful to
multitudes. In the midst of equal prejudice and opposition, in past
years, good has arisen from our labours in this place ; and what God
has done heretofore, he can do again : and while many abuse and sneer,
some are attentive to the messages of grace ; and carry knowledge the
most precious, away with them. Many of the more thoughtful in our
congregations know why the pandas set up the cry of Jagannath, and
in their estimation it will not prejudice our object. .

This morning we visited the tomb of Bampton, and then rode to
the Indradrummon School. This school was once under our care, and
attached to our mission, we think of making an effort to take it again
before we leave Pari. We rode home, by way of the large road.
The dead pilgrims have been removed, and many of the sick carried
into the hospital. The latter has been accomplished by the kindness
and vigilance of the European Doctor of the station. Many of those
carried into hospital last night died in the night, and were thrown out
this morning. Fresh subjects, bowever, were fearfully prevalent all
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over the town. Everywhere the sunken eye; the haggard and me-
lancholy countenance ;—the neglect of the person ;—the reaching
sickness over the sides of the raised verandahs ;—the rolling of others
from side to side, throwing out their arms,—intimated in how many
visible cases the fatal disorder had commenced its operations. Many,
more advanced, were laid, by their associates, under some tree near at
hand, or in the public road, there to die, and thence to be conveyed to
the sands where the dead are buried. The dead are not suffered long
to remain in the street; the sweepers and police are kept in constant
activity. The vigilance of the magistrate and civil surgeon are above
praise. The doctor exposes himself in the sun, among the people in
the middle of the day greatly at his own hazard.—He gets the sick
conveyed to the hospital—superintends the patients there, and admin-
isters, to others who will not go there. The pilgrim hospital is
much improved lately ;—is kept white-washed and very clean. Many
of the sick, however, are unwilling to go into hospital ;—they would
rather remain in the street and die ; and those who go, are unwilling to
take the only medicine which can do them good.

In the afternoon we went early to the town, and commenced preach-
ing, we were presently surrounded by hundreds of people, they came,
however, not to hear. The Pari pandas, those sons of darkness,
immediately surrounded us and by their obscenity and abuse, greatly
excited the multitude, and the whole scene became an exhibition of
noise and confusion, and presently pebbles, broken pots, and sand began
to be thrown ; and Hari bol! Jagannith Swami ki jay! rent the air.
I reasoned, remonstrated, and threatened in vain; and there was no
alternative but to cease and retire, which I resolved to do with as good
a grace as possible. I slowly walked towards the cars, and got be-
tween them, thinking they would shelter us, but was mistaken. We
then crossed the street followed by the crowd and pelted with cow-dung,
dust, and broken pots, till we entered a narrow passage leading from
the road to the sands. Here we escaped the further attack of the
people, and we passed away. Our horses fared not so well, for when
we had escaped they attacked them. Brother Brook’s mare became
frightened, and kicked in the panels of the R&j4’s palanquin which
stood at the entrance of the passage. The owner came out and
remonstrated with, and dispersed the people. Bamadeb came away
partly covered with cow-dung.

The dead and expiring pilgrims were laying thick about the streets,
by the sides, and at the corners of the roads. Under one tree we
counted seven, who have found their place there since the morning.
How many, judge from this, must there be all over this extensive place.

We called on Chimena, a native Christian who is located at Puri,
and had conversation with him, and made srrangements for Christian
worship to-morrow.

Lord’s-day, June 16th.—We were not in the town this morning,
attended native Christian worship at 10 o’clock. Damuddar was the
preacher, and we had 12 attendants. Our number was despicable ; how
few were we compared with the mass ! —how few seeking the kingdom
of heaven; how many rushing headlong to hell '—how few for God,
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and truth, how many for satan and sin ! But then, we were a leaven,—
& leaven in operation under the very face of the great idol. A leaven
which has operated, and will operate till Jaganndth shall fall and be
seen no more. He shall be heard of with astonishment as what once
was, and was worshipped. May God hasten this period, and bless our
labours largely to its advancement !

In the afternoon I preached in Oriya to the native Christians and
native preachers. We were favoured with a house in the town belonging
to a country-born person. He attended, and his family ; and we num-
bered about fourteen. I preached from Acts xxviii. 14, * And so we
went towards Rome.” Noticed who went towards Rome, his office,
character, powers, object, design. Next, what was Rome, its riches,
learning, power, idolatry, temples, &c. And then, what did the Apostle
accomplish there? preached, argued, spread the gospel, established a
church, laid a leaven which soon spread, and idolatry wained and dis-
appeared, &c. ; and closed by glancing at our analogous position, &c.
My native brethren caught the sacred fire, and immediately, as the op-
portunity closed, they bound up their loins and started to the attack.
This afternoon the town 1s thickly strewed with dead bodies, and sick
and expiring pilgrims. Wherever we went we found them ; the place
is growing crowded with people pouring in from all directions. The
town is intolerable from the stench of 150,000 crowded pilgrims, and
innumerable sick and dead, who create offensiveness to an extraordinary
degree. Under the tree noticed yesterday we counted 12 bodies.
Some were dead, others in the last agonies of death, and the rest hope-
lessly sick. In other places they were in the same proportion of
increase. The cholera is fearfully prevalent.

17th~—This morning we were out among the people, the native
brethren formed four stands in the crowd of pilgrims, and were sur-
rounded with some hundreds of hearers. They were listened to with
much attention by the country people, and the pandds were busily
employed about in escorting the thousands of pilgrims who are pouring
into the town ; they are reaping immense gains ;—they are too busy to
meddle with us to-day. Many tracts were distributed to readers from
the country. In returning home we passed through Swargadwérd or
Heaven’s gate. Some beggars lay on their backs with mounds of wet
sand heaped on their faces, and a large stone on their chest, to excite
the pity and force the donations of the pilgrims. They appeared to
get little besides a few cowries and s little rice. Numbers of dead bo-
dies, in different stages of decay, were scattered all over the deadly place.
The sand was black with the ashes of innumerable funeral piles of the
living and the dead. Several memorials of the sati rite stood here
and there in the gloomy valley. The bones of pilgrims bleached by
the rains and the sun, were scattered widely in all directions, forming
as strong contrast with the blackened sand of the horrid spot. The
smoke of several funeral pyres was blown over the scene, and conveyed
the smell of roasted human flesh through the valley. The contents of
a hundred thousand bodies with the pestiferous stench from scores of
decaying corpses thickening the atmosphere with deadly vapours. The.
howling of the wild dogs and the screaming of the vultures, too full
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to move away from the spot;—all these causes combined, gave to
the scene the appearance of horror, and made us feel that we were
passing the purheu of death. Yet this place is esteemed the gate of
heaven, and the gods walk through it daily to attend the temple ;
and it is further designated by the Hindu writers © The Tirth of milk
and honey.”

“Then Swargadwara see; call’d heaven's door;
It lies between the temple and the shore,
The Tirth of milk and honey it is called,
Both upon earth and in the heavenly world.”

We seemed scarcely equal to the effort required, to face the corrup-
tion and putrescense of the town this evening. The native brethren
were all there, and at work. We walked up to Bankimohan, near
Hell’s gate. We found nobody there save one young brihman, in
attendance on a half built temple. There were neither dead men nor
bones about Hell's gate; and the Hindus must suppose all go to
heaven and none to hell. 'We had some talk with the young brihman,
who could say little except about the glory of the place; the first
image of Jagannith having been found there. The native brethren
came to us in the evening to report their labours and success. They
mention the cholera as increasing fearfully. In one small house, near
the workshop connected with the cars, they counted 20 bodies, and one
or two still living, borne down by dead. They had crept into this
place for shelter while sick, and had died there. In other spots
they saw six, and seven and eight bodies. The pilgrims are crowding
in to-day. 'The cars are moving up to the temple, and are being clothed
with English cloth, crimson, green, and blue. In the evening the
native brethren formed several congregations, and preached and dis-
puted for three hours with many people. They gave away several
hundred tracts.

18¢k.—This morning we found the cars before the temple door, and
the Oriya pilgrims pressing into the town. We stood near the old
hospital, and there talked with, and preached to the people. The
native brethren were withi us, and others near at hand, similarly engag-
ed. The country people paid some attention, and objectors were
silenced. We gave away a good number of books. The pandis were
engaged about preparations for their idol’s journey, and were too busy
to interrupt us. Some young people of the baser sort behaved rudely.
While we were thus engaged, below the cars, a serious accident hap-
pened to Jagannith, and his worshippers, or rather to his servants,
While assisting the god out of his temple, and in the act of moving
the divine body through the door way, -the pandis joined together in
one close and anxious mass ; one of the nearest pandis, was suddenly
seized with a violent attack of the cholera. So closely wedged together
were they, and so anxiously engaged in moving forward the sacred
Kalebar, that it was impossible for the uufortunate panda to with-
draw ; consequently, ns the disease admitted of no delay, a violent
purging and vomiting commenced on the spot, and the sacred floor,
and the sacred priests, and the sacred body of the lord of the world,
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were extensively, and palpably, and publicly defiled. The sensation
produced by this accident moved down the whole mass of Jagannith’s
worshippers, till men aud women ran away, they knew not for what ;
and even the cows of the temple erected their tails, aud, performing
antics and curious frolics, scampered down the street, as if in derision
of the unfortunate god. In consequence of this untoward occurrence
the world's lord could not get upon his thundering car sufficiently
carly to move on hisjourney at all to-day, which is a departure from
the prescribed custom. Various purifications were attended to, but as
the expenses of purification must come from the coffers of the temple,
a little was made*to suffice for a cleansing, which, otherwise, would
have cost thousands of rupees.

The cholera is very prevalent to-day, the dead and expiring, and sick
are lying about on the sides and in the corners of the roads, though
I think the virulence of the disease has somewhat abated.

19¢h.—To-day, we pitched a small tent near the foot of the Atharanala
bridge by the road on which the pilgrims pass out. The Bengilis are
hurrying out in one continuous stream, but not many Oriya’s are pas-
smg vet.

The whole mass appeared as if stricken with fear ; and many cholera
patients are carried out on dulis. They will be left generally in the
first three miles of the town. Their bones, as well those of many pale
pilgrims will be left by the road side and mark the way to Jagannéth’s
temple in Orissé for many a mile on the road.

Towards evening we visited the town, and the tent near Athéranila.
Near the cars of Subhadri and Jagannith we made a stand, and were
presently surrounded by 1500 people ; a wilderness of heads, all Oriyis,
and I commenced preaching to them. They were not inclined to hear,
and soon commenced the cry of Hari bol! with great and general
violence. The noise and confusion, of course, immediately put a stop
to all speaking. The whole multitude was in confusion, and we were
obliged to retire, which we did as orderly and gracefully as we could.
The people followed us to some distance, but refrained from pelting us.

The cholera has decreased ; most of the Bengalis are gone; yet
there were many bodies lying about; and many people sick. The
native brethren have been engaged all day in preaching to the people,
and in distributing tracts to the out-going pilgrims.

20th.—To-day we were in the town, and rode round the temple, and
then to the Athiranald bridge ; several pilgrims, left behind, and in the
last stage of cholera were lying under the walls of the inclosure round
the temple, rolling in their uncleanness, and in the mud of the street,
some of them naked. The distribution of tracts has been eontinued all
day to the out-going pilgrims, and eleven thousand have been given
away. We have lad our diks to depart this evening. We start at
4 p. m. -

}’)I‘hrough mercy we reached homein health and safety. The mortali-
ty on the road from Puri to Cuttack almost defies description. The
bodies lay thick for several miles on this side Pdari ; frequently seve-
ral in the same place. The sick also, and dying were numerous ; the
night veiled the scenes from our view through the greater part of our
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Journey, Dbut the returning light of the morning exhihited the same
snd picture; and hundreds of pilgrims were so weak and emaciated,
that they will continue to drop all along the road home.

A lack and half of pilgrims is about the number which was
present at this festival, of which not more than 40 thousand were Oriyas,
and those chiefly were from the neighbourhood of Pari. Upon the
whole our visit is less hopeful of good than many of our former visits
have been.. There was more to be done by Bengali than by Oriya
missionaries ; at the same time considering the number of pilgrims the
mortality was seldom greater. May God graciously give his blessing
to the word preached and distributed, and soon put a stop to such
scenes of degradation, sin and death.

Yours affectionately,

C. Lacey.
Cuttack, July 16¢th, 1844.

1V.—Adborigines of India.
(Continued from p. 480.)

Origin and Country.—The Mairs are a branch of the Mena tribe
and derive their name from Mairwalla, the mountainous country they
inhabit, which is that portion of the Arbulli chain, lying between
Comulmere and Ajmere, measuring ninety miles in length, from twenty
to sixty in breadth, and rising three or four thousand feet above the
level of the sea.®

Anciently they possessed the neighbouring low lands, and being
driven from those regions by Rajpoot invaders embraced every oppor-
tunity which the distractions of the state or the fortunes of war afford-
ed, to wield their weapons against their oppressors.

In the celebrated battle between the Chohans of Ajmere and the
Purihars of Mundore four thousand Mairs fought under the banners
of the latter with the bravery of veterans in arms.

Chohans, one of the most illustrious of the thirty-six royal races of
India, was created, as the legends say, by the brihmans to fight their
battles against infidelity. *° Vasishtha prayed that his hopes might be
at length fulfilled, as the Chohan was dispatched against the demons.
Sacto-devit on her lion, armed with the trident, descended, and bestow-
ed her blessing on the Chohan, and as Asipurna,} or Kilka, Ppromis-
ed always to hear his prayer, he went against the demons, their
leaders he slew, the rest fled, nor halted till they reached the depths
of hell. Anhue slew the demons. The brihmans were made happy.”

Parihérs, one of the Indinn royal races, created by Rudra, *“Rudra

* They are called Mairs or Meras; Meru, is a mountain, and Walra, a country,
region or place. The Menas are subdivided into thirty-two distinct clans or classes.

+ Sacto-devi, the goddess of energy.

T Asd, ‘hope,’ purnn, ‘ to fulfil,’ whence the tutelary goddess of the Chohan
race, Asipurna,

VOL. V. 4 p
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formed the third, the image was sprinkled with the water of the Gan-
ges, and on the incantation bLeing read, a black ill-favoured figure
arose, armed with the bow.  As his foot slipped when sent against the
demons, he was called Purihar and placed as the guardian of the gates.
He had the nine habitations of the desert assigned him.”

“ Where hill joins hill, the Mair and Mena throng. The Mundore
chief commanded that the pass should be defended—four thousand
heard and obeved, cach in form as the angel of death—men who never
move without the omen, whose arrow never flies in vain—with frames
like Indra’s bolt—faithful to their word, preservers of the land and
honour of Mundore ; whose fortresses have to this day remained uncon-
quered —who bring the spoils of the plains to their dwellings. Of these
in the dark recesses of the mountaius, four thousand lay concealed,
their crescent-formed arrows beside them; like the envenomed serpent,
they wait in silence the advance of the foe.” "

Tidings reached the Chohan thut the manly Mena, with bow in
hand, stood in the mountain’s gorge. Who would be bold enough to
force it 7 His rage was like the hungry lion’s when he views his prey.
He called the brave Kana, and bade him observe those wretches as he
commanded him to clear the pass. Bowing he departed, firm as the
rock on which he trod. He advanced, but the mountain (Mair) was
as immovable as Sumair.* Their arrows carrying death, fly like Indra’s
bolts—theyv obscure the sun. Warriors fall from their steeds, resound-
ing in their armour as a tree torn up by the blast.” Kana quits the
steed ; hand to hand he encounters the foe ; the feathery shafts, as they
strike fire, appear like birds escaping from the flames. The lance flies
through the breast appearing at the back, like 2 fish escaping through
the meshes of a net. The evil spirits dance in the mire of blood. The
tiero of the mountain encountered Kana, and his blow made him rub;
but like lightning it was returned, and the mountaineer fell : the crash
was as the shaking of Sumair. At this moment Nahur arrived, roar-
ing like a tiger for his prey: he called aloud to revenge their chief, his
brother,+ and fresh vigour was infused into their souls. On the fall of
the mountain-chief, the Chohan commanded the hymn of triumph to
be sounded ; it startled the mountaineer, but only to nerve his soul
a fresh. In person the Chohan sought his foe. The son of Samesa is
a bridegroom. His streaming standards flutter like the first falls of
rain in A'sir,{ and as he steps on the bounds which separate Mundore

* Su, ‘sacred,” Meir, Mer, or Meru, ‘ mountain.” ¢ This sacred mountain is
claimed by the brihmans as the abode of Mahédeb, Adiswar, or Bighis; by the
Jains as the abode of Adnat’h, the first Jain Lord. The Hindus can at this time give
only a very general idea of the site of Meru; but they appear to localise it in a
space of which Bamian, Caubul, and Ghizni would be the exterior points.”” For
more particular information about Meru see the Asiatic Researches, vol. iil. pp.
321, 330, 364 ;—vol. vi. pp. 483. 491, 496, 497 ;—vol. viii. pp. 308, 260, 269,
272, 283, 309, 312, 316, 344, 346, 350 ;—vol. x, pp. 127, 128, 134, 138 ;—vol.
xi. pp. 12, 29, 123.

Mahadeb, the Creator, literally the great God ; Adiswar, first Lord, Bighis, tiger-
Lord. ,

1 The Parihir prince bestowed this epithet merely in compliment.

1 Keir, is the latter part of June and the former part of July, and the first
montl of the rainy season, :
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from Ajmere, victory! victory ! is proclaimed. Still the battle rages,
clephants roor, horses neigh, terror stalks cverywhere. The aids of
Girnar and of Sinde now appeared for Mundore, bearing banners of
every colour, varied as the flowers of the spring.

Both arrnys were clad in mail ; their eyes and finger-nails alone
were exposed ; ench invoked his tutclary protector as he wielded the
Dodbara.*  Pirthi-rdj was refulgent as Indra; the Parihar’s brightness
was as the morning star; each was clad in amour of proof, immovable
as gods in mortal form. The sword of the Chohan descended on the
steed of the Parihdr; but as he fell, Nahur sprung erectly, and they
again darted on each other, their warriors forming a fortress around
the persons of their Lords. Then advanced the standards of the Pra-
mar, like a black rolling cloud, while the lightnings flashed from his
sword. Mohuna, the brother of Mnndore, received him ; they first ex-
amined each other—then joining in the strife, the helm of the Pramar
was cleft in twain. Now advanced Chaond, the Dahima; he grasped
his iron lance, it pierced the Parihar, and the head appeared like a
serpent looking through the door in his back. The flame united with
the fire from which it sprung, while the body fell on its parent earth.
By his devotion the sins of his life were forgiven. Nobly did the tiger
(Nahur) of Mundore meet the lion of the world. e called aloud,
¢ hold your ground as did Bali Raja of old.” Again the battle rages—
Durgi gluts herself with.blood—the air resounds with the clash of
arms and the rattling of banners—the Aswar] rushes on the foe—
Khetrapal sport in the field of blood—Mahadeb fills his necklace—the
eagle gluts itself on the slain—the river of the warriors expands, as
does the lotus at the sun-beam—the war song resounds—with a branch
of the Tlst on the helmet, adorned in the saffron robe, the warriors
on either side salute each other. The bard here exclaims ¢ but why
should I enlarge on this encounter.” § .

This celebrated battle was fought in the twelth century of the
Christian era. Victory favoured the arms of the Chohan, who compel-
led the men-captives to fill the menial office of carrying water in the
streets of Ajmere.

During the tranquil state of the Mogul government, the plunder-
ing hill-rangers were kept in awe, but when dissensions prevailed in
the camp and senate, enfeebling alike their counsels and arms, the
kingdom became a prey to the Mairs, who, leagued with other marau-
ders, issued from their mountain-fastuesses and laid waste the plains.

About the period of the Mahratta conquest they were extending
their depredations in every direction and rapidly rose to power.

“The country of the Mairs a common observer would pronounce
impenetrable ; and so it certaiuly would be to any thing but European
valour, Its inhabitants reside in the deepest jungles, on the summits,

* With two (do), edges (dhérf). .
+ Séng is the iron lunce, either wholly of iron, or having plates for about ten
feet ; these weapons are much used in combats from cawmels in the desert.
1 Sword— Aswar in the dialect.
§ The heroic poem of Bhund, the Homer of Rajpootana. Col. Todd’s Annals and
Antiquities of Rijasthdn, vol. i, pp. 682, 683, 664,
4 p 2
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chiefly, of their almost inaccessible mowntains. Their towns formerly
were security from all human search; the valleys were entirely deserted ;
and not a trace of man was there to meet the eye of a stranger, wlho
could only conclude the country to be a barren and uninhabited waste ;
while, in reality, the people constautly stationed in the watch-towers,
with which the summits of the mouutains are crowned, had in all
human prebability given the alarm, and the sides of the hills were every
where covered with the mountaineers, ready to rush down on their
unsuspecting victims. Such was the state of the country but a very
few vears ago. I recollect passing a spot which most powerfully
brought to my recollection Sir Walter Scott’s beautiful description of
the ambuscade in < The Lady of the Lake,” which he thus describes :—

¢ Instant through copse and heath arose,

Bonnets and spears, and bended bows;

On right and left, above, below,

Sprung up at once the lurking foe ;

From shingles grey their lances start,

The broken bush sends forth the dart,

The rushes and the willow wand,

Are bristling into axe and brand,

And every tuft of broom gives life

To plaided warrior armed for strife.’

And my imagination was so worked on that I could scarccly rouse
myself from the utmost conviction I felt of my being surrounded by
the savage inhabitants of the deep and sequestered glen through which
I was passing. From these fastnesses the Mairs were used to come
suddenly down with an irresistible impetuosity, and burn and plunder
the whole neighbouring country ; the people were paralized with dread,
and the hardy savages were safe again beforethey could resume courage
to act on the defensive.”*

In the course of time the Mairs became less formidable. Though
for centuries the terror of all the adjacent countries, and habitually
plundering the territory of every chief, who did not purchase their for-
bearance by the payment of black-mail, their great excesses at last
rendered the Rajpoots desperate, and no longer finding protection in
one tribe when fleeing from the vengeance of another, they were left
to stand alone against British arms.

In eighteen hundred and twenty-one, three battalions of Sepoys
marched to their mouatain-fastness, which, though bravely opposed, they
stormed ! and conquered. The Mairs surrendered their arms and
swore fidelity to the Rana of Mewar. The lands having been assessed
and distributed among them, according to their respective rank, they
are now cultivating the soil and paying tribute to their new sovereign.
Small forts having been erected in different districts, in which troops
are stationed to preserve the tranquillity of the country, there is little
probability that this ancient race of robbers can ever return to its evil
courses.

Soldiers.—The Mairs who have enlisted into the British army, and
been formed into a light corps, under the command of European offi-

* Indian Gazette.
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cers, have been found, in the service of their new masters, both faithful
and brave.

Food.—Excepting those who have been converted to the Muhammad-
an faith, and who consequently abstain from eating pork, the Mairs
have no restrictions regarding food, yet respecting the prejudices of
their Hindu neighbours, who reverence the cow, they seldom kill that
animal.

Oaths and imprecations.—In oaths and imprecations they invoke
their ancestors, the sun, or their ascetic priest, called Nat’h ; the Mu-
salmans swore by Allah, or by the name of Duda Daud Khén, the
first of their nation that embraced the religion of the prophet.

Omens and Auguries.—To omens and auguries much deference is
universally paid, nothing of consequence in peace or war is undertaken
without their sanction. The birds held in the greatest honour and
most frequently consulted are the partridge and wagtail. “ When
setting out on a fray, if they hear the call of the former on the left,
it is a certain prognostication of success.”

Marriage—Uniting of garments, joining of hands and the seven
perambulations round jars of grain, which form part of the Hindu
ceremonies, are observed by the Mairs in the celebration of their wed-
dings, even by those who have become Muhammadans.

Unlike their neighbours who urge the widow to ascend the pyre and
journey with her lord to the land of the gods, or doom her to per-
form works of self-mortification through life, the Mairs allow widows
to enjoy a second time the advantages of marriage, and attach no dis-
grace to their espousals.

The differences observed in the wedding-ceremonies of these second
marriages are slight and unimportant. The bridegroom must procure
a license from the civil authority, the expense of which amounts in
English money to about two shillings and sixpence, and in the nuptial
coronet he is required to substitute a small branch of the sacred pi-
pul tree, wreathed in his turban, for the graceful palmyra leaf.

A divorce is casily obtained and incurs no expense. ‘If tempers
do not assimilate, or other causes prompt them to part, the husband
tears a thread from his turban, which he gives to his wife, and with this
simple bill of divorce, placing two jars filled with water on her head,
she takes whatever path she pleases, and the first man who chooses to
ease her of her load becomes her future lord * * * * * * She took the
jar and went forth, is a common saying among the mountaineers of
Mairwara,”*

Garrows and Hajins.

The country of the Garrows is on the north-eastern frontier of
Bengal, between the Khassia hills and the Brahmaputra river. Its
mountains, in most places, are wooded to the summits, clothed with
magnificient forests ; and its valleys, being composed of a rich soil, and

* Col. Tod's Annals and Antiquities of Réjast’hdn, vol. i. p. 686. This is a mode
of divorce not only among the Muirs but also among the Jits, Gujars, Ahirs,
Maullis and other tribes. .
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well] watered by ncighbouring streams, afford excellent pasture for
cattle.

The principal rivers which contribute to fertiize the land are the
Natie, Maharusee, Summasserry, and Mahddeo. The Mahadeo con-
tains a species of coal from which a medicinal oil is extracted, discovered
to be efficacious in healing cutaneous disorders. The beds of the other
rivers are formed of sand, gravel, imestone and iron.

The chief productions of the country are mustard and other oil plants,
rice, hemp and cotton, which are sold or exchanged for other articles
at the market of Rangpur.

The northern Garrows are Lelow the middle height, but have great
strength, and in features resemble the Chinese. The southern Garrows
are able-bodied and tall, but a wrinkled forehead, brittle brows, small
brown or blue eyes, flat nose, large mouth, thick lips and a round
stupid, bad-natured looking face give them a savage and ill-boding
appearance. Their complexion is a light or deep brown. The women
who are masculine in countenance, diminutive in stature, and enormously
fat, have no claim to the charms of beauties, but are pictures of more
than ordinary ugliness.

Dress.—A piece of cotton cloth about three inches wide, of a brown
colour, striped in the middle with white, which girds the loins and is
passed between the thighs and fastened behind, forms the dress of the
men. A red cloth sixteen inches wide, striped with white or blue, en-
circling the waist and reaching down to about the middle of the thighs,
1s the only garment of the women. The other parts of the body are
uncovered, some wear their hair short, others long tied in a loose knot
on the crown of the head or combed backwards from the face, and fasten-
ed with a brazen ornament about four inches broad. A massive neck-
lace made of brass and a number, sometimes as many as thirty, oflarge
cat rings of the same material decorate the women, of these ornaments
they are passionately fond.

Unlike the people of the lowlands they eat almost every kind of food,
even the flesh of dogs, cats, frogs and snakes, and also the blood of
animals baked in the hollow of a green bambu over a slow fire. Their
most delicious fare is a roasted puppy cooked in the following manner :
the dog is made to eat as large a quantity of rice as possible, is then
seized, and with his four legs tied together thrown on the fire alive;
being sufficiently roasted, they rip open the belly, take out the rice and
feast on it and the flesh as the richest dainty.

Milk, together with every thing made from it, they abhor, supposing
it to be diseased matter.

Two species of yams, which the country yields in abundance, cooked
in the usual way, and the pith of the Rebul, a tree resembling the
pelmyra, pounded, steeped in water and boiled, afford them sustenance
during a scarcity of grain. )

They have several kinds of spirituous liquors, but the onc generally
taken is extracted from rice. Drunkenness prevails to an awful extent,
indeed it is a vice which from their earliest years they are taught to
practise, intoxicating drinks are poured into their mouths almost as
soon as tliey are able to swallow,
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.In their revels men, women and children continue to drink, sing and
dance, they become beastly drunk, stagger, reel and tumble to the
ground.

Their manner of dancing is as follows : twenty or thirty men of a
row standing bchind one another, hold each other by the sides of their
belts ; and then go round in a circle, hopping on one foot, then on the
other, singing and keeping time with their music, which is animating,
though harsh and inharmonious; consisting chiefly of tomtoms* and
brass pans, the first generally beaten by the old people, and the last by
the children.

The women dance in rows and hop in the same manner ; but hold
their hands out, lowering one and raising the other at the same time,
as the music beats, and occasionally turning round with great rapidity.
The men also exhibit military exercises with the sword and shield,
which they use with grace and activity. Their dancing at their festi-
val lasts two or three days, during which time they drink and feast to
excess, in so much that it requires a2 day or two afterwards to make
them perfectly sober again, yet during this fit of festivity and drunken-
ness they never quarrel.f

The houses of the Garrows are of different demensions, from thirty
to one hundred and fifty feet long, and from ten to forty wide. They
are erected on piles rising three or four feet from the ground. The
sides and floor are made of bambu, opened, flattened and woven like a
mat over strong sil posts, which are used as props, beams are horizon-
tally placed to support the roof, and are tied together with cord,
twisted grass or slips of cane.

The house is thatched with long grass and divided into two apart-
ments, of which one is left unfloored for the cattle, and in the other,
raised as above described, the family live.

In a place which is about five feet square in the centre of the room,
and which is covered with earth, they cook their victuals. At one end
there is an open platform where the women work, and on one side,
another, closed around but open above, where the childten play. In
another part of the room a trap-door is cut in the floor and used as a
family commode, the filth from which descends below where it is allow-
ed to accumulate, being never removed except by the pigs, their only
scavengers, for the Garrows appear to have no idea of cleanliness ;
their bodies are covered with dirt and vermin.

Marriage.—The institution of marriage seems to be greatly respected,
and unlike the Hindus, whose relations have the entire making of
matches, they form their own matrimonial alliances. Ifthe parents of
either party refuse to give their consent to the union, friends interpose
with their kind offices, and if these fail make free use of scolding and
blows till the old folks, beaten into compliance, conform to the young
people’s wishes. . .

Etiquette prescribes a ceremonial complimentary visit to be paid by
the bride to the bridegroom to appoint the nuptial day, to fix on articles
for the feasts and on the persons who are to be guests.

* A kind of drum. 1 Asiatic Researches, vol. iii. pp. 24, 25.
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On the day the marriage ceremony is performed, the bride having
been carried to the river, bathed and arrayed in herrichest attire, is
conducted, accompanied with music and dancing to the house of her
lover, who on the approach of the procession flies in pretended fear, but
is soon caught, borne to the river, bathed and clothed in his war-dress,
which is a long Llue cloth that covers part of the back and is tied at
the breast where the four corners meet.

His parents make mock lamentations and a feigned resistance to
detain him, and some force is used to separate him from them. The
procession then returns to the bride’s house, where the marriage is
solemnized. The bridegroom is placed on the right hand of the bride,
the priest having held up a cock and hen to the view of the assembled
multitude, puts them down to eat a little grain scattered on the floor,
and while in the act of eating strikes them a heavy blow on the head
with a stick by which they are so much stunned as to be apparently
dead.

He then takes them up and makes an incision in the anus to draw
out the entrails, which if they appear entire and unbloody the wedding
is deemed propitious and celebrated with wild -excess.

A tiger’s nose suspended round the neck of pregnant females is be-
lieved to be a never-failing preservative from the pains accompanying
child-birth. For a month before their time the women are not allowed
to leave the house ; six days after delivery, the mother and child are
taken to the river and bathed.

They have a custom however which is still more remarkable. The
voungest daughter is always heiress, and to the exclusion of the rest of
the children obtains the whole property, and her husband, though of
low birth, himself succeeds to the office and rank of her father, even
should they be of the highest grade. On the death of her husband
she marries one of his brothers, and if all his brothers be dead becomes
the wife of his father, whom, when too old to perform the duties of
marriage, she divorces and unites herself to any person she pleases.

Their funeral rites, amid much apparent respect for the dead, show
an absence of all good feeling. The corpse is kept four days, after
which it is laid on a pile of wood in a small boat placed within six or
eight yards of the dwelling. At the hour of midnight the nearest
relation kindles the pyre, and this part of the ceremony being performed
the assembled mourners dry up their tears and make merry, sing and
dance, feast and get drunk. On the spot where the firc was lighted a
hole is dug in the earth in which the ashes of the departed are buried.
Over the grave a small thatched building is erected and surrounded
with rails, within which a lamp is kept burning for the space of several
weeks. The wearing apparel of the dead is suspended on poles fixed
up at each corner of the railing, which after a month or two are broken
and allowed to hang downwards till they rot and fall to pieces.

If the deceased be a person of wealth the funeral pile is decorated
with cloth and flowers, and the head of a bull sacrificed for the purpose
is burned with him.

If he be a chieftain the head of one of his slaves, or of a captured
Hindu foreibly seized in the plains is cut off and consumed with his
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corpse. The tombs of the chieftains are ornamented with images of
nnimals and the railing is hung with fresh flowers.

Their primitive religion seems to have been confined to the adoration
of the heavenly bodies, the sun and moon, to which has heen added
perhaps in later times, arising from their frequent intercourse with the
people in the plains, a portion of Hinduism the worship of Mahsdeb
or Shib. To these divinities they offer sacrifices of bulls, goats, dogs
and cocks, on which they implicitly rely for obtaining every blessing,
especially for rendering medicine efficacious in restoring their health
when sick ; believing the gods will not be propitiated without the
shedding of blood and destroying of life, but idols, temples and mytho-
logical writings do not exist among them.

In the administration of justice, before heing allowed to make their
deposition, they are required to take an oath according to the customs of
their respective clans :—They place the bone of a tiger between the
teeth, touch a stone, and reverently bend to it, or take in the hand
earth or their weapons of war, then with their hands joined and uplifted
invoke the divinities to be witnesses whether their evidenee be true or
false, at the same time looking steadfastly toward the hills the sup-
posed residence of the gods.

Adultery, murder and robbery are punished with death, and other
crimes by fines, which they spend in feasting and drinking.

The management of all ordinary public business is committed to the
chiefs, but affairs of national importance are settled by a general coun-
cil, in which the warriors sit in a circle arrayed in their martial dress
with their swords stuck in the ground.

The leading speakers are the chiefs and their wives, for in these
assemblies the women have equal authority with the men.

A declaration of war they carry into immediate execution, and cele-
brate the final decision of other affairs with a banquet.

““ When a quarrel arises between two Garrows, the weaker, to avoid
the fury of his antagonist, flies to some distant mountain. But from
this moment the feud becomes desperate, cach of them now plants a
certain tree, and binds himsclf by a solemn vow to devour the head of
his enemy with the juice of its fruits.

Should an individual, as sometimes happens, fail to accomplish his
vow during his own life time, the feud descends as an heir-loom to his
children. But the day of vengeance at length arrives. The antagonists
cncounter, and the weaker, or least fortunate, bites the dust. The
victor then cuts off his head ; and having with this ingredient and the
fruit of the before-mentioned treec made a palatable soup, invites all his
fricnds to a banquet, in which this soup 1s the principal dish. After
this feast the tree is cut down, the fend being ended.

When the victory has been obtained over any of their lowland
neighbours, the proceedings nre somewhat different. Numbers collect
round the reeking heads which are borne towards the hills in trinmph,
having been scooped out aud filled with liquor and food, while the
savage conquerors meve along in the procession with dauces aud sougs
of rcjoicing. The skulls are then buried.in the earth. When the flesh
is supposed to have fallen off, they are exhumed, cleaused and sus-

VOL, V. 4 e



576 Aborigines of India. [SePT.

pended as trophies in the houses of the victors. Thus prepared, they
become the ecirculating medium of the country ; but as they are very
highly valued can only be used in large payments. The skulls are
valued in proportion to the rank of the persons to whom they belonged.
In 1815 the skull of a Hindu zemindar was valued at one thousand
rupees ; that of Talukdér at five hundred; while a mere peasant’s
skull would not pass for more than ten or twelve rupees.”* Inhuman
and detestable as the above customs are, they are not confined to the
Garrow mountainecrs.

«Among the Haraforas of Bomeo, and the ancient inhabitants of
Sumatra there is no other money but the skulls of their enemies. No
person is permitted to marry until he has imbrued his hands in human
blood, and the principal ornaments of their houses are human teeth and
human skulls, out of which they drink like the Battas.”’+

Such are the religion, customs and mamners of the Garrows,which be-
ing almost wholly evil contribute in no small degree to retard the progress
of improvement, besides the following but few traces of civilization are
apparent. Tilling the ground—bartering, and selling its productions—
weaving cotton cloth—using money—observing the nstitution of mar-
riage—using several simple medicines—inoculating for the small-pox—
reading and writing of a very few persons, in the Bengali language.
Their own language has not yet been reduced to writing.

The Hajins, who reside at the foot of the hills, strikingly resemble the
Garrows and are probably a branch of the same family. The only
observable differences are the cleanliness of their persons and being in
religion and dress more nearly approximated to the Hindus.

Ndgés.

Locality.—The Nagé tribes, who appear to be an ancient race,
and to have lost little of their original character by foreign intercourse,
inhabit a range of mountains on the Assam frontier which bear their
own name.}

Products.—The soil in the elevated parts of the country is adapted
for the tea, coffee and tobacco plants, cotten-tree, sugar-cane, wheat
and maize. The marshes in the plains and fields on the banks of the
rivers are suitable for rice and otherlowland indian products. Except
the apple and peach, the fruit trees are much the same as those of the

¢ Libr: £ EntertainingKnowledge. Hindus, vol. ii. pp. 103, 104, .
+ idey;g gu the languagges and literature of the Indo-Chinese nations ; Asiatic
, vol. x. p. 217.

Re:se‘?n':ll‘]::t large gxteut of mountainous country, bounded on the west by the
Kupili river, the great southern bend of the Barak, and the eastern frontier of
Tipperah, in nearly east long. 83°; on the north by the valley of Assam ; on the
enst and south-east by the hille dividing Assam from the Bor-khan:‘\tl country in
long. 97°, and the valley of the Kyenduns ; and on the south by an imaginary line,
nearly corresponding with the 23rd degree of north latitude, is inhabited by
numerous tribes of highlanders, known to the Assamese, Bengilis, and N.E?nlpul"ls,
by the general name of Nagés, and to the Burmese by the term kakhyens.”” Robin-

son’s Assam, p. 380.
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ndjncent countrics. In some places coal, limestone, and salt-springs
abound.

Salt manufacture.—Their method of making salt is rude, slow and
wasteful, so that this nseful article of life can be transported from the
neighbouring province of Bengal and sold as cheap as that of their
own manufacture.

The wells being dug to a considerable depth, the water is drawn up
in buckets made of leaves. Joints of large bambus, each containing
from two to three quarts of brine, being spread closely together over
an earthen trough, filled with water and a fire burning under it, the
steam from the brine is allowed to evaporate, till saltis formed. A
pound of water, in the best wells, yields an ounce of salt, but in the
inferior ones little more than a quarter, the average temperature of the
springs is about 103°. During the rainy season few of the wells can
be worked, some from their low situation and the great rise of the
rivers are submerged, and others cannot be approached, being swrround-
ed with impassible swamps.

Houses.—The villages of the Néagis are build on points of mountains
difficult of access and surrounded with a stockade, and a moat filled
with pointed bamboos. The houses, which are generally very large
with high gable ends and eaves reaching down to the ground, are divid-
ed into two apartments, one used as a dwelling for the family, and the
other as an enclosure for the cattle.

In their habitations and persons they are remarkable for uncleanli-
ness, they seem to have an hereditary attachment to dirt, and to live by
choice surrounded with the filth of ages.

Food.—Regarding food they appear to have no restnctlons, but
partake of all kmds ; besides the flesh of animals generally used they
eat that of tigers, elephants, monkeys, dogs, rats and snakes.

Drunkenness.—They make an intoxicating liquor from rice which
they take hot and often get beastly drunk.

Personal appearance.—Though individuals differ in temper and phy-
sical conformation, a short stature, a stout strongly built frame,
and a phlegmatic, sullen and ill-boding countenance, are national cha-
racteristics.

Dress.—The garment of the women is a short blue frock of cotton-
cloth, spun and woven by themselves.

¢ The dress of the men is a blue kilt prettily ornamented with cowrie
shells, and either a coarse grey or blue coloured cloth thrown over
their shoulders, which in war time is tied up in such a manner as to
allow of a bambu being inserted to carry the person away, should he
be wounded.”*

““The war dress of the Négis consists in a number of odd contri-
vances, to give themselves a fierce appearance. They bind up their
legs with brogues of parti-coloured ratans, and adorn their heads and
necks with bands of the same. Oun their heads they wear bunches of
feathers intermingled with plates of brass, and the horns and teeth of
wild animals; and as though their appearance were not sufficiently
fantastic, they affix a bunch of hair to supply the deficiency of a tail.”+

* Asiatic Journal, vol. viii. p. 469, 1 Robinson’s Assam, p. 39t.
452
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Thosc who arc extremely poor and unable to purchase cotton, make
their clothes from the pith of a nettle which is procurable in great
abundance, and makes a very fine fibred hemp.

Ornament.—Of ornaments the Nagés are exceedingly fond and rather
load than adorn their persons with them; they wear striugs of beads,
numerous bracelets, and several pairs of brass rings suspended one
below another from holes bored in the ear.

Work.—Owing to the unsettled state of the countery, the deadly
feuds fermented between rival chiefs, and hostilities of strangers, the
men frequently go from home to wage war with their encmies, and con-
sequently leave not only the domestic duties but likewise most of the
out door-work to be performed by their wives and daughters. In
reaping the crops there is something in ‘their manner pretty and pleas-
ing, they form a long line, composed of men, women and children, and
advance together, cutting down the grain and singing in chorus.

Dancing.—* As during a great part of their time they languish in &
state of inactivity and indolence, without any occupation to rouse or
interest them, they delight universally in dancing, a pastime which
calls forth the active powers of their nature into exercise,

All the Néigi dances are imitations of some action; and though the
music by which they are regulated is extremely simple and tiresome to
the ear by its dull monotony, some of the dances appear wonderfully
expressive and animated. The war dance is perhaps the most striking.
In this the women dancein an inner circle, whilst the men holding up
their weapons in their hands dance round them, beating time and sing-
ing in strains of wild and plaintive melody. The women on such occa-
sions are neatly dressed iu long, dark blue or black garments, ornament-
ed with all their finery of beads and brass rings about their necks.
They move in slow and decent movements, but the men, arrayed in
their full war dress, enter with enthusiastic ardour into their several
parts ; they exhaust themselves by perpendicular jumps and side leaps
in which they exhibit considerable agility. On the whole their gestures,
their countenances, and their voices are exceedingly wild, and well
adapted to their various situations.”*

War.—The bow, though common among the neighbouring tribes,
the Nigis do not handle. Their weapons are a spear seven or eight
feet long and a déo, 1 a few clans towards the east make use also of the
tomahawk. Their shield, which is of an oblong shape, is made of bam-
bu mat-work, and has a board placed inside to prevent its being pierced.

No expedition is commenced nor any business of vast importance
transacted without having first obtained from omens prognostics of
success. They drop thin slips of cane to the ground, and by the direc-
tion in which they fall ascertain the final issue of their proposed under-

ing ; or throw a cock up into the air, when if he fly far and with
much strength it signifies good luck, and the contrary foretells misfor-
tune. If, while on the march a deer cross their path it portends that
the present is a time of evil, they therefore return home and wait for a
propitious day. )

* Robinson's Assam, p. 395.
+ The déo is a weapon something between a bill and batile-aze.
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Though hrave when necessitated to take the field agninst troops pre-
pared for battle, they avoid as much as possible open warfare and resort
to stratagem.

Proceeding in small bodies and on different ronds they rendezvous in
the dead of night at a place nesr their enemies, and, if unobserved,
surround the villages, fire the houses, and slaughter the inhabitants as
they fly naked and defenceless from the flames.

The scalps of the victims are carried home in triumph, preserved
with pride through life, and borne as trophies at the funeral of the
warrior, who is Lionoured in proportion to the number he tore from the
heads of the enemy.

¢ I succeeded, says Lieut. Grange, in obtaining from an influential
chief, some of their martial ideas; bringing his shield, which was
covered over with the hair of the foes he had killed, and carefully
unwrapping a cloth off two pieces of ratan covered with the hair of his
sisters, he placed them on each side of his shield, and commenced
springing about with very great activity, spinning his spear round all
the time. He then showed me with an air of great pride, the two
ratans covered with hair, and said that they could only be worn by
warriors who had killed many of their enemies, and brought in their
heads, who are then entitled to receive some locks of hair from each
sister, tied on ratan, which they are obliged to wear on their shields,
in the manner above described.”*

The conquered are not however always decapitated, sometimes they
are reduced to slavery,t or left in possession of their lands and compecl-
led to pay a heavy tribute.

They ratify their treaties by oaths of a peculiar description. They take
hold of a piece of their iron, generally a piece of a spear while it is filed
through ; or the liead of a chicken being held by one party, and the body
by the other they both pull till the fowl be severed in two, which sig-
nifies that the head of him who proves treacherous will be wrested from
his body in the same manner. These oaths are taken with much
solemnity of feeling and but rarely violated, for if treacherous, they
believe the vengeance of heaven is sure to overtake them.

Religion.—The superstition of the Néagés bears no affinity to Hindu-
ism or the religion of the false prophet, yet like these systems it bewil-
ders its adherents and leaves them without one right and elevated con-
ception of their Maker. They worship Zanghuthee or Janthee, the
supreme, the god of sickness and health; Hyeong and Dheringana,
tutelar and inferior deities. To the first divinity they sacrifiee bulls
and cows, to the second fowls and to the third hogs. Some of the clans

* Lieut. Grange's expedition into the Nigé Hills, Journal of the Asiatic Socie-
ty, vol. ix. p. 959.
‘+ A Female slave is valued at 36 Conch shells or 36 Rupees.
Amale, sovvecosacnences 14 ceviinvaa.. 14 ditto,
ACOW, i vivncnae anessas 2 tieeadsnaanss 2 ditto.
A pigyiiiieeiininaienan 2 iiiiiceneaes 2 ditto.
A hundred pounds of jron,., 10 .....c....o.. 10 ditto.
Two pounds of salt, .. ..... 8 to 10 of Cotton.
Adogyiarenscsrercesnases 6 ditto.
A fowl or duck, sverssises 3 to 4 ditto,
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adore Rapoo, Humaadee and Rampaow, the first is propitiated with
bulls and cows, the second with dogs, and the third Wit{l cocks and
spirituous liquors. Rapoo is chief, but in different discases they are all
believed to be able to kill or cure. Their powers and the purposes for
which they employ them almost identify them with the above-mention-
ed gods, and they are probably the same deities with only different
names.

Idols, temples, priests and mythological writings, which in the eyes
of an unenlightened people make error venerable and aid to perpetuated
superstition through successive ages, do not exist among the Nigés.

Marriage.—Marriage, which is establishcd among them is regarded
as a civil contract, and consummated without any religious ceremony, but
polvgamy and concubinage are unknowa.

In forming alliances the young people are left to consult their own
inclinations ; the girl is conrted and receives presents from her lover,
the value of which is regulated by his condition in life. The gifts
generally consist of fowls, dogs and spirituous liquors.

Persons charged with adultery are arraigned before a general council,
and if proved guilty punished by a fine of a cow or hog.

Child-birth Ceremonies.—*¢ After the birth of the first child, the
parents and relations of the newly married couple are prohibited from
touching any other villagers, or any other villagers from touching them ;
should a villager infringe the rule, he is obliged to remain two or three
days in the house of the parents, and not to mix insociety ; but if the
relations of the party are in fault, they are punished by a fine of a
feast.”*

Funeral Ceremonies.—Nearly all nations have instituted rites to be per-
formed over the pyres and graves of the dead, and almost every section
of the human family has obsequies peculiar to itself which have been
observed from time immemorial. The following description of a Négé
funeral, from the pen of a gentleman who witnessed it, is of a mournfully
wild and deeply interesting character.

< This has been a great day among the Nagas. It was the comple-
tion of the sixth month after the death of a wife of one of their chiefs.
Their custom is to allow the corpse to remain six months in the house;
at the expiration of which time the ceremonies I have this day witnessed
must be performed. In the morning two large buffaloes, several hogs,
and a great number of fowls were killed for the occasion. "A kind of
intoxicating drink, called modh, which I am sorry to say they have
learned to distil in large quantities, from rice, was drunk. About noon,
numbers of Nigis from the neighbouring villages, dressed in a most
fanciful manner and equipped for battle, arrived. After beating several
gongs of different sizes, so arranged as to form a sort of harmony,
with the music of drums, they marched to the house where the decay-
ing corpse lay, each man bearing a shield, a spear and déo. They then
commenced singing and dancing, with such a regularity of step and
voice as perfectly surprised me. I was allowed to attend, in company

* Lieut. Grange's expedition into the Néga Hills, Journal of the Asiatic Society,
vol. ix. pp. 951, 952.
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with two of the chicfs, who interpreted to me the song, the substance
of which is as follows :

* What divinity has taken away our friend? Who are you? Where
do you live? In heaven or on the earth, or under the earth? Who are
you? Show yourself? If we had known of your coming we would have
speared you.”” The above was first pronounced by the chorister.
The whole company then answered it by exclaiming, “yes,” at the same
time waving their huge glittering spears towards heaven in defiance
of the evil spirit, who was supposed to have occasioned the death. The
chorister continues, * We would have cut you in pieces and eaten
your flesh.”” ““Yes,” responded the warriors, brandishing their déo, as
if impatient for the battle. “If you had apprised us of your coming,
and asked our permission, we would have reverenced you ; but you have
secretly taken one of us, and now we will curse you,” “ Yes,” re-
sponded the warriors. This is the substance of what they sang, though
varied, and repeated many times.

The noise of music and dancing continued nearly all night. During
the greater part of the following day the same ceremonies were repeated.
At the setting of the sun a large company of young women came round
the corpse, and completely covered it with leaves and flowers, after
which it was carried to a small hill adjacent and burned amid the
festivities of the people. Thus closed this painful scene.””*

V.—Distinction and Use of the Bengdli Participles, with prelimi-
nary remarks on the state of the Bengdli Language.

The Participles of a language usually form a very important
and interesting portion of its Grammar ; often exhibiting, as
they do, very curious and ingenious modes of meeting the
demands of thought: yet on no other part, either of general or
idiomatic grammar, has there been a larger variety of misap-
prehension, I think, than on the true nature and distinective
uses of those forms of speech so designated. The term Parti-
ciple itself, indeed, is most indefinite ; and conveys no positive
information as to either the nature or application of that form
of the verb.

If the above be true in reference to many or most other
languages, it is especially so in regard to the Participles in
Bengili ; which have never yet received that full and accurate
investigation which their importance deserves, and which the
mistakes long current the more enjoin on those who would
rightly conceive of them and properly employ them.

* Rev. M, Bronson, Missionary Magazine of the Baptist General Convention for
Foreign Missions, Boston, December, 1839, and Calcutta Christian Observer,
November, 1840, pp. 638, 639.
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The whole Hindu literature being locked up from the mass
of the population in the vencrable Sanskrit, the language of
the gods,—whose study was permitted only to the Brahmins—
the vernaculars of the Provinces have for ages been neglected
and uncultivated, by those classes who alone could have reduc-
cd them to order, refimed and purified them, and fixed, on the
principles of general grammar, the idiomatic forms of speech
best fitted to convey the thoughts and feelings of thinking and
moral beings in any advanced state of civilization and social
comfort. The Sanskrit, therefore, has been truly looked up to
in Hindusthdn as the treasure-house of all the knowledge accu-
mulated from time immemorial. As its name expresses,—d -
FI—confecta, perfecta, high-wrought, refined, complete, per-
fect,—it is held to be the most cultivated and polished of all the
forms of speech ; and indeed it does possess very high excellence
and is, as Colebrooke, a competent judge, asserts—*“a most po-
lished tongue, cultivated by learned Hindus throughout India, as
the language of science and literature, and as the repository of
their laws, civil and religious.” Of this ancient and venerated
language, ¢ gradually refined until it becae fixed in the classic
writings of many elegant poets,” as Wilkins observes, ¢ there
exist very accurate and extended grammars, composed by
Native Pandits of high name and learning, and which have fixed
its proprieties beyond dispute.” But, as it was in the European
countries during those times, from the revival of learning in
the West till within a comparatively short period, when the
Latin formed the chief or only medium of communication among
the learned, to the neglect of the vernaculars of the countries
—which neglect continued until the more general diffusion of
the lights of knowledge among all classes of the peoples,
necessitated an attention to their respective idioms—so it hap-
pened in India: the dialects of the country, termed Prikrit,
(&#1FT, native, 1. e. in a state of rude nature, uncultivated, com-
mon, low, vulgar,) have been wholly neglected, to an extent
even beyond that in which the dialects of Europe were so long
left to the domain of the ordinary affairs of life, WlthOll!’, pre-
tending to an application to science or to the expression of
learned thought. The Bengili, or language spoken in the Pro-
vince of Bengil proper, has largely shared in this common
fate of Indian dialects. No learned native has ever yet deemed
it an object deserving his attention as a vehicle of thought,
beyond the trivial commerce of every day life. The Mahom-
medan conquerors, who introduced the use of the Persian and
Arabic vocabularies, and grafting them upon the -mdlgen’ou.s
stock gradually formed the various idioms of the Hindusthéui,
termed Urdu, Hindi, &c., carried on the entire machinery of
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the civil administration through those mediums. The English
who succecded them, have followed in their steps ; and till the
vigorous mind and resolute purpose of Lord W. Bentinck
nbolished its use for ever, the Persian long continued to be
the language of our Courts of law, revenue and magistracy,
throughont the Bengal Province, as elsewhere in the Supreme
Presidency. All who pretended to the praise of learning, studied
only the Sanskrit or the Arabic ; all who aimed at government
employ, held the exclusive language of office to be the only
object deserving of application. Besides innumerable and most
serious evils thence resulting, affecting the whole population in
their civil and domestic relations, their liberties, rights and
properties—evils which had been long seen and felt and pointed
out in vain—the provincial tongue was so utterly despised and
disregarded, that no Pandit who valued his character for
scholarship would venture to jeopardize it in the esteem of his
fellows, by allowing it for one moment to be known that he had
attempted so degrading a study. Indeed, it could scarcely be,
till within these very few years, that the thought of studying
the peculiar geniusand character, the idiom and construction
of the spoken dialect, should have entered his mind. Ben-
gili was contemptuously regarded as the language only of
women and children, and of the lowest vulgar ; in condescension
to whom alone literate persons would ever demean themselves
to employ it; and even now there exists not one single grammar
of it written by a Pandit or Sckolar. Such being the state of
things, it were surely not surprising if the common tongue
should be found not only exceedingly impure and mixed in its
vocabulary, but abounding also in solecisms, barbarous con-
structions, and the like, Singular, however, as it may appear to
those who are not familiar with the fact, it is one among those
admiranda of grammatical phenomena found to have existence
even among tribes the rudest and most illiterate, that spoken
tongues, little or not at all written ones, and of course far from
refined, as we should judge, are yet not only constructed
upon sound principles of universal grammar, but exhibit also
few of those glaring solecisms which are current in most of
the more cultivated idioms of civilized societies. "This pheno-
menon is strikingly apparent in the Bengili; of all the many
idioms of India there is none more regular in its structure,
more truly philosophical in its genius and character, or less
corrupt and ungrammatical in the mouths of those who speak
it. Noris it, by any means, as many have supposed, a rude,
imperfect dialect. Itis, on the contrary, notwithstanding all the
disadvantages above referred to, a regular, vigorous, and beauti-
ful language, fit to cxpress with accuracy, perspicuity aud pro-
VOL. V. 4F
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priety, all the complications of thought and feeling. True, it
has been much neglected ; and as much defiled and deformed by
the admixture both of foreign vocables abhorrent to its eupho-
nic system, and of foreign idioms contradictory of its native
idiom. As spoken and written commonly by the uneducated,
in the ordinary intercourse of life, and as it appears in our
mofussil courts and crowded cities, it exlibits a strange charac-
ter of mingled beauty and deformity, of united strength and
wealkness ; yet its capabilities are great, not exceeded by those
of any language within the range of my acquaintance. The
native fountain of its mother Sanskrit is inexhaustible ; deriving
from a parent so rich and pure, it asks less than almost any
existing tongue the aid of foreign supplies. Of late years, since
the establishment of the Fort Williamm and other Colleges ; and
particularly since European Missionaries have laboured to make
it the medium of religious intercourse with the people, and
expended years of patient toil on trauslationsinto it of the 8. S,,
and on composition in it of books of religion and-science and
general information ;—since also, by the abolition of the Persian,
it has become the grand universal medium to the people in the
transaction of public business, as well as of the affairs of domestic
life ;—and since Vernacular Schools have been wisely formed in
many parts, and an impetus given to its study never before ex-
perienced in the history of those whose native idiom it is,—it has
made very large and rapid strides in the race ofimprovement: and
now undoubtedly bids fair to become a polished, expressive, and
highly nervous language, embodying many varied excellencies in
comnmon with other tongues, and some peculiar to itself.

Those Missionaries and other individuals who have compiled
Dictionaries and Grammars of the Bengili, aided by those
Pandits of the Fort William College and some other useful
contributors, who have translated works from the Sanskrit and
English, or composed original books both in prose and poetry,
have deserved well of the community and largely aided the ge-
neral interests of Society, civil, commercial, literary and moral,
by pushing on the improvement of the provincial medium of
speech. Foster, Halbed, Carey, J. Marshman, Morton, Rim
Comal Sen, Haughton and Mendies have been prominent in this
career of undeniable usefulness as lexicographers and gramma-
rians ; Mrityunjaya Vidyédlankir, R4mmohan Rdy, Jaygopél
Tarkélankér, Nilratna Sharmi and others among the natives,
together with some of the before named European Gentlemen
and a few more, are among the original writers or useful trans-
lators into Bengill.

The grammars of Bengil, that have as yet appeared, are those

of Halhed, Carey, Haughton, Keith, R. M. Rdy and Braja
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Kishor Gupta; the two last the only natives that have hitherto
entered upon this important line of usefulness. Of all these,
(with exception of the last, published since that time,) a detailed
review and criticism appeared in the Calcutta Christian Observer
for July and August, 1838, to which readers may be referred.*

The preceding introductory remarks will fully prepare the
student for the actual state in which he will find the language of
Bengal ; of one very important portion of whose grammar, the
doctrine of its Prepositions, which has neither as yet been ac-
curately, as I think, conceived nor fully brought out, I shall now
submit an examination. I do this the rather as I perceive from
the native papers, that plans are now in formation among the na-
tives themselves for securing a more accurate study of the
Bengéli language among those whose mother-tongue it is. This
is well—I hail it asan undoubted symptom of the national ad-
vance in the career of general improvement. But in proportion
as the friend of India rejoices in the stimulus given, will he be
anxious that it be correctly applied. The Serampore Darpan, was
the first of the INative Newspapers ; all of which are, of course,
cxerting an influence upon the state of the language. These
therefore deserve special attention ; they should be made to give
the tone to composition. I have had some of them in view in
just at this time bringing forward the doctrine of the Participles,
as one in which the most serious mistakes have been and yet
are made, by native writers themselves, and in which I perceire
they are followed by Europeans. 1 am most solicitous at once
to call attention to the subject; to which I shall now proceed
without further preface.

The Part of speech named by us Participle, from participat-
ing in the properties both of adnoun and verb, baving the case
and gender of the one, with the inherent notification of time
and action, &c. of the other, is much more accurately called
in Bengili grammar S#FNf*@1 {&¥1; q. d. that form of
the verb which does not finisk or complete the action, &c. of
the agent or subject; i. e. whose action is but an imperfect
enunciation of the predicate of the same subject ; which cannot
finish @ sentence, becanse the whole action declared is not exhi-
bited. This is a most philosophical and full definition of the
Participle : it is a verd, as possessed of all verbal properties,
i. e. carrying with it a note of time as well as predicating the

* In the same Vol. for the months of May and Juue, and in that of 1839
for February and May, will be found a critical notice of Bengdli Dictiona-
ries; and in the vol. for the months of February and March 1841, a
comparative review of ihe Native Periodical Press of Calcutta from the
commencement up to that year, since which its progress has been pretty
uniform,

4r2
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existence, action or other circumstance of a subject; but its
action is incomplete ; not in itself, indeed, but as an intimation
of the entire action of its agent, &c. Thus—

vyl cnfeT Rfwy gftaa. < He beholding that was as-
tonished.” In this sentence the grammatical sudject is 3 € he 3’
the whole predicate is 3T®1 crfawt RfAT w¥eeT, ¢secing that
was astonished ;’ in which predication are found two incomplete
or rather uncompletive verbs, i. e. participles, namely crfam
¢ seeing,” (whose action is exerted npon Si¥l, ¢ fhat,’ as its
object) and fZf&3, ¢ astonished.” These are put into connection
with the subject G by the closing verb TITHN, ¢ was;” which,
as completing the whole assertion, leaves nothing more for the
mind of the reader to expect. But ¢ he, seeing that, astonished”
—is an imperfect sentence ; the two verbs are wTIfat fm,
uncompleting actions ; i. e. they do not complete the predicate ;
more is still expected, upon which the distinct conception of
all that is intended to be declared is suspended. The two
circumstances, indeed, of secing a certain object and a conse-
quent astonishment, are placed before the thought, and that,
t00, as belonging to the same subject < He ;> but there has been
as vet no complete verb, none which forms a perfect predicate
by finishing the declaration of the writer ; or, which is the same
thing, asserting the predicament of the subject < He.” The
Bengili definition, then, is equally simple and satisfactory.

The participial forms of the verb proper to the Bengili, end
in STy, W%, ¥ and B9, B0H, T, w0, SO

These, in the usual example Z4  to do,” would be =fics,
zgs, ¥, oM, s, g3, 37, 4. The three last ave
mostly passive forms ; the rest active. In the active, the act
&c. of the verb is shewn to be that of its subject as an agent ;
in the passive, that subject is the ogject of another’s agency.
Of these in order.

N. B.—The time of a participle is relative only, i.e. the
participle alone does not express the real fime to which the act
is limited in the mind of the writer or speaker: this is deter-
mined by the complete verbwhich closes the predicate. It isonly
in relation, therefore, to the time of that verb, that the times of
participles are either present, past or future: that verb may be
in any of the three times with the same participles preceding ;
in each case the time of the participle, though always relatively
the same, is yet positively different. Thus—

A form crfAe—* he having gone saw :”
# form crfAta—* he having gone will see.”

In the first sentence, CRTA# expressing past time, the action
of farm is also relatively past, i. e. past previously to the time
of cwfa#, and of course positively preter-past. In the second,
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crfaz denoting an action in future time, the posifive time of
farmt is of course future also (spoken of as to come,) but still
relatively past, as its action will precede that of c#fa=s. It is
necessary the student should ever bear this observation in mind :
which need not further be illustrated, though it is always
equally true.

First. Of the Active Participles or Incomplete Verbs whose
action is in the agent or subject of the predication.

I. =fits is simply a present active, ¢ doing,” whether
now, then, or hereafter, i. e. at or before or subsequently
to the time of the complete verb. Its first use, then,
is to express a concurren! or concomitant action, one
which is cotemporaneous with another of whatever time.
Hence it is chiefly used in the formation of what are called
compound temses, or in union with the substantive auxiliary
=itz ¢is.” Ordinarily the composition is perfect, i. e. the two
verbs coalesce so as to form one word, the initial <71 of the auxi-
liary being thrown out before the final @ of the participle.
Thus—afars+wifz=afRtsfZ ; ‘I doingam,’ i. e. I am doing,
now, at this present time; sfcs{fzara=aftsizary; ‘I
doing was,’ or, 1 was doing ; for the sentence in Bengili always
properly closes with the perfect verb. In both these sentences
there are two verbs, one perfect, the other imperfect : the time
of the perfect verb is positive and one only, whether present
or past; that of the participle is always relatively present only;
in the one case both relatively and positively present ; in the
other positively past, i. e. because its action took place in a
time now past, but it was concurrently present at that time.

In some cases the junction of the two verbs in one does not
take place ; when of course the elision of the initial <0 is not
made. The distinction is this ;—when the coalescence is made,
the mind of the speaker makes no separation of the two acts, or
rather of the act and subsistence, indicated of the same subject ;
but views them as so perfectly concomitant that they form, to
his conception, but one single act ; as ¥fdterg, ¢ he doing-is 3’
but when kept separate, the two circumstances are viewed as
distinct, though concurrent as to time ; Tfacs 1Ty, ¢ he doing
is ;> where there is an emphasis on the =(It@ which is orally
marked in utterance, as it is by the space in writing ; the ¢ do-
ing’ and the ¢ existing’ are at one and the same time indeed, but
intended to be marked as fwo, and distinguished accordingly.
He is and he is doing something ;’ not simply he is-doing, with
out any emphasis or distinction made in writing or uttering the
sentence. In this separated form, the verb 4T®% to stand, be,
subsist, is also used with analogous effect.

2. The second use of this Participle is to denote not only a
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concomilant action but a continued action, or one repeated
during the other action with which it concurs. 1t is in this use
reduplicated, after a Sanskrit idiom, and written ETS TRy ;
or, followed by the numeral 2 (our 2), denoting that it is to be
twice read or spoken—&{ITIL ; as—

& FMWTT 3 TfWLT o, € he leaping, leaping, went to the tem-
ple;’ i. e. he went leaping along to the temple. The acts of
leaping and going were concomitant ; the former one repeated
or continued during the time occupied in the latter. In this
reduplicated form, however, sometimes not so much repeated
or continued action, &c., is iutimated, as emphatic concomi-
tancy ; as—SfACT ¥ &Tq 2f1¥ATEA—¢ dying, dying, he found
life,” i. e. whilst in the very crisis, or al the moment when he
was actually dying, wheun death was immminent, he recovered.

Itis also employed to convey a notion of cause or of that
whichled to the action of the perfect verb; as fofars 2 7 TIH;
‘I am become old with care:’ lit: caring and caring, or
by continual caring, I am become an old man; care and
anxiety have made me old before my time. Or it may intimate
that ¢ I have been vexed with cares all my life long, even till
now that 1 am old.’ .

3. In the third application of this participle it denotes an act
not strictly concurrent with,but subsequent to, that of the perfect
verb; and is employed to the same effect as our infinitive mood
so called ; as—G7 (wfATT (o1&1; < he went to see:’ literally, he
seeing went ; the act of seeing being truly enficipated, since
that was the object of ¢ going ;’ and therefore so expressed as
virtually concomitant, though not really so.

This use of the Participle in 33, (the Bengili verb having,
strictly speaking, no Infinitive mood,) is very frequent ; and must
be carefully distinguished by the student. In some instances
the two acts are so closely connected as to be almost, if not
really, concurrent : as—@ CR{™CT #TH or AT ; < he obtains
(or is able) to see’, i. e. he can see: where, while in our way of
viewing it, CW2(T¥ appears to be an infinite and todenote a sub-
sequent act, it is in reality one following so instantaneously upon
that of the perfect verb € obtains,” as to be in effect, at least, con-
temporaneous with it; g. d. he no sooner looks to see than he
does see—he, cif2TT looking, #ITa obtains sight of his object at
once ; or, while performing the one act, he attains the other.

4. A fourth use of this participle is similar to the last,
except that the imperfect and the perfect verb denote the acts
of different agents. This forms an exception, therefore, to the
general statement that active Participles express the acts of the
subject of the whole predicate ; e. g. (3 TIEICT WITACT CAfan;
¢ he saw him coming;’ or,him coming he saw. The acts of com-
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ing and secing were in performance at one and the same time ;
but they were thosc of different parties, the one ¢ seeing,’ that
of the subject of the predicate; the other, € coming,’ that of the
object of the perfect verb crfa=.

5. Inits fifth application this participle is used as another
manner of the case absolute, in classical languages and others;
to denote a circumstance modifying the action of the predicate
or perfect verb, and carrying along with it the force of a con-
junction, such as although, notwithstanding however, even, or
the like. In this use also, as in the last, its action is not that
of the main subject or of the perfect verb, but of another
taken circumstantially. Thus—

faa 2@t T o7 ; day lasting (or still being) work do’;
do your work while the day lasts. Here the time of ATf3Ts,
¢lasting,’ is also the time of the coinmanded act of ¢ working 5’
that is, the actions of the two verbs are concurrent; but the
subject of the verb ‘do (thou), is not that of the participle
¢ lasting,” which is taken absolutely with another subject ¢ day’
in the manner of a care absolute.

6. The last usage of this participleis in connection with the
substantive verb T4, to convey a notion of duty, necessity, or
obligation. Here, though the English idiom renders it in the
‘manner of an infinitive, it is in truth, as before, a participle
concurrent present; the complete verb is used impersonally,
as we say ; i. e. its subject is the end aimed at, to the accom-
plishment of which the circumstance conveyed by the imper-
fect verb is necessary, &c. Thus—

GTANR YBTY &, “ It is necessary or proper to go thither :”
lit, thither going, it, or the end to be accomplished, is;i. e. is
attained, or takes place; ergo, it is proper, necessary ora
duty, in order to that end, to go thither; otherwise it will not
be secured. Observe that usually, in this construction, the
subject of the participle is either unexpressed as above—the
sentence being conveyed generally as applicable to any subjectin
the predicament supposed—or it is put in the objective case, i. e.
objective as to the end or object in view ; as—=IqIc@ ITETCT 2T,
“to me going thither, (the objeet or end) occurs, (is
secured.)”

Occasionally, however, the possessive is used rather than the
‘objective ; as—3ItgIg WETS &W; < He must go.” Here the
object aimed at is viewed in connection with I1ZTq as the pos-
sessor, 1. e. the attainer of it ; I going, my object occurs,” is
attained. The negative of this is expressed by ar% without a
verb, as elsewhere to be explained; as—#itsf TX &faTy s,
¢ one should not commit sinful acts;”” lit, committing sinful acts,
it, or,—supplying the ellipsis,—(the object) is not (attained).
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II. The second form of the participial verh, in =3, gives
%S, ‘““doing.”” Its use is so far analogous to that of the
preceding one, that it always denotes concomitantly present
action, i. e. action contemporaneous with that of the perfect
verb following ; but it differs in this respect that it is never in
counection with a different sudject from the main one, and
includes no idea whatever beyond that of simple concomitancy ;
i. e. it carries with it no such notion as coundition or depend-
ance, &c.; nor does it denote repeated action (unless that be
in the idea of the verb itself), but only of action continued
during the time of the subsequent action; nor is it ever found
in junction with (TT®, nor can it be substituted for a verbal
infinitive, or infinitive mood as we say.

Example. €iTq 7T (Fftas, < he walking saw,” i.e. as he
walked, or while walking, at the same time he saw. .

This participle has been much overlooked by our gramma-
rians hitherto. Halhed does not give its form at all ; Haughton
just mentions it without remark as to its nature or distinctive
use ; Carey mistakes the proper distinction between it and
2T, limiting this to a connection with the odject and that with
the subyect of the principal verb; whereas we have seen above
that in three cases out of five, and those its principal applica-
tion, 2T¥ is in connexion with the subject not with the object ;
nor does he distinguish any thing as to the concomitancy of
time. One of his two examples is erroneous—={f8% TR - fabta
Fge ¥ FRAT—which he renders, “ the philosopher reflect-
ing, spake.” It should have been &fa¥1, as we shall see under
the next head, not ®a%.*—That the form I %as been thus
employed by incorrect writers is certain : nor is this to be
wondered at. Having been long neglected for the other idiom
FTATT 3, as a continuative or more properly a simply corico-
mitant present, when brought into larger use, inexperienced
writers, chiefly young men from the colleges, who not having

* Rimmohan R4y, however, has correctly understood the proper charac-
ter of this participle, which he says, Gram. p. 107, * has always the same
agent with the verb to which itis attached, (i. e. the succeeding perfect
verb ;) as— *aI% A&y FIT ITACA (SICAA, “he went out re-
peatedly or continually striking his enemy,” more correctly, * striking his
enemy all the while.”” ~ So also Braja Kishor Gupta rightly apprehends the
rule, though some of his examples are rather ambiguous. The rule there-
fore is not doubtful. The only case in which ®4% may seem to be used
to denote a past action, is when its act prepares, indeed, the way for the
ather, yet is really concurrent; as—SUE {fﬁ 1P =T AT ﬁﬂmi
Bfewra o wrf 323 FEIFCT HRDB T, “a keen understand-
ing, like a sharp instrument, touching hut a small portion of a matter at.once
enters into it.” Where the fouck and the entrance, though one in conception
vrecedes the other, are in truth concurrent.
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given a careful study to the idiomatic properties of their own
native language, but yet zealous to improve it, as they conceived,
and especially pleased to ornament their compositions with
unusual forms of speech above the trite ones of vulgar usage,
began to employ it profusely ; and if, before, it had been con-
founded with #fZts 2, it was now no less confounded with
ofawW, and so often is by the editors of some of the native news-
papers; 1 say some, because the Bhdskar is, 1 think, almost
wholly free from so great a blemish, at least in the editorial
portions of that periodical, which, written by a man of real
intelligence and acquirement, exhibits, in those portions, fre-
quent specimens of equally pure and elegant composition.
The Prabhdkar shews considerable talent also, but is not by
any means so correct in composition. It is to be hoped that
in the newly established schools entirely under native manage-
ment, whose professed object is the improvement of the verna-
cular—and a highly laudable object it is—a due attention
will be paid to all the niceties of the language, and its strength
and beauty be brought out ; all irregular modes of speech and
writing being gradually made to disappear.

The following examples will exercise the student and confirm
the remarks above made upon this participle :

TeHT FAFTE TLS TIATIPN &fqs, © he used to gain his liveli-
hood, lit. spend his time, catching fish.”’_ 939 73 T ATF F41
& fHPTIITS 27tge 2201 2 JUeg ANTH oItad, < in walking
about having become distressed with hunger and thirst, occa-
sioned by the fatigue (of doing so), he went home.” This is an
excellent example, as exhibiting the real distinction between, and
proper force of, the fwo forms in &% and 41 ; the first denoting
a concurrent present circumstance, the last a wholly past or pre-
vious one. Now if even there were any doubts upon this point,
which there is not, it would yet be judicious to draw the line
of distinction and limit the uses as above: since the form %
renders that of & at all events unnecessary to express a previ-
ous action : and since while 21 is never emnployed to denote a
concurrent one, examples are abundant to prove W3 is so
employed ; and since, besides, its import is far more simple than
that of 3t¥ 2 and is never extended to all the applications of
that form. To continue to confound the former two is, therefore,
to deprive the language of an equally needed and beautiful
distinctness, greatly contributory to clearness of thought and
impression.

III. I now come to the participle in 2¥1; which, as already
anticipated, denotes an act performed previously to that of the
principal verb, whether simply precedent or preparing the way
for this ; as—qIR T SfHCT,  he, having bathed, will corue,”

VOL. V., 46
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i. e. bathing first, he will come afterwards—without regard
to the length of the interval between the two acts or to the
dependence, real or otherwise, of the one upon the other; but
only declaring the fact of ¢heir successive occurrence. The sub-
ject of both verbs in this construction is always the same;
wherefore the participle in ¥ may not be applied to any
other subject than that of some other verb following ; you cannot
say (¥ Wi 3fam WX =17z, for “ he having bathed, I will
come.” Other examples are such as follows—a 171 Zfarm
*f8#, < hie, having understood that, said.” ST #1271 #r&AiT,
‘“ being afraid, he flees.” TrgrZ ZEM <Tfr wfdwl, « O night,
do thou, haviug ended, depart.” Here although in philosophi-
cal exactitude, the ending and the departing of night are one
and the same, yct in conception they are distimct, night being
personified and ordered, wfg®, Z0 die, and so depart. Halhed
has mistaken @f& for a present participle and distinguishes it as
such from the form 21 : this is a manifest error, as any book of
poems will shew. The final T is often omitted in poetry; as—
#IT¢ X3 WL, < having read he became learned.” So, again,
—u< ¥ff T o fget 71, © the hero seizing or having seized his
bow, took aim.” #F *ffam 4CT WFs4, “and having taken
aim, discharged his arrows.”” There are also other licensed forms
to be noted in their proper places, as g7 and ®tg. N.B. Our
English idiom renders it frequently indifferent whether this par-
ticiple be rendered as a past or present, often even preferring
the former ; especially when the one act is so immediately fol-
lowing or consequent upon the other, as to be almost contem-
poraneous; this is often the case where this participle is used
in union with another verb either infensitively or pleonastically :
as—G #ETrEE T, “ he fleeing goes,” i. e. he runs away. 1WA
fzxt A&, <1 dying stand or subsist, i. e. I die. Halhed has
given supposed examples of the use of this participle for that
In ST® active, as a substitutive for an infinitive, or for the
passive in %71. But they are only instances either of miscon-
ception or of clerical error ; as—= (¥ ¢Af2AT TMT; which he ren-
ders, < he goes to see the city,” as if ¢wf4Ts T : whereas
the proper rendering is ¢ he having seen the city departs.”
In the other instance—1& =tz fra farsrtfga & B1=1, © why had
those rupees been given ¥’ fwsr! is simply a mistake for cre.
Thus necessary is it to be on one’s guard against being led
into error by a few apparent instances of anomaly, which yet
are easily explainable. '
This participle, like that in 2, is used in combination with
the auxiliary (1%, &c. and then forms what, according to our
usage, may be named compound past tenses; as FfawidAitE
FfgWCE, ° having done, I am ; now, at the present time,=I have
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done. afdwi+foarty =wfatfema, ¢ having done, I was,” then,
at that time, already past,=I had done. These are respectively
equivalent to our present and past-perfect, or what in the Latin
grammar were called preter and preter-plu-perfect tenses. Both
the act and subsistence are then viewed as one whole and un-
divided fact. As in the case of #fgt3fg, &c. above so here, the
participle and perfect verb are disjoined, when it is intended, by
laying an emphasis upon the latter, to fasten the thought upon ¢
or upon both, as distinct ; as, #f#71 =17, ¢ I, having done, am,”
&c. Inlike manner with o1& to submit or stand—a& &7 241,
““ having done, I subsist,” &c. Several successive participles in
this form in connection with the same subject, denote of course
that @ll/ the uncompleting acts or circumstances are to be viewed
as alike preceding that of the complete verb, and naturally also
as preceding each other in the order of narration ; thus—

TrEiteE AR «ffm IPTEW «[C TfFT CS(TE

¢“ he having found, having seized, baving raised, and having
bound him with his bow-(string) departed:” where the
several acts are each successive up to the last or closing one
of moving away. There are many idiomatic combinations of
verbs in this form, which this is not the place to notice ; my
present object being merely to discriminate the distinctive
characteristics and uses of the participles.

1V. The participle in 2t has been called by Carey and
Haughton an adverbial participle ; by Halhed a gerund ; more
correctly by Rimmohan Rdy, a conditional participle ; probably
because when used, there is an implied supposition, or condi-
tion, &c., which may be expressed in English by the adverbs
¢ if,” € although,’ € even,’ or the prepositions ¢ on, upon, in,” &c.
or by one of our conjunctive forms “ will, may, should, would,”
&c. Itis, however, strictly a participle, distinct usage alone fixing
it to any implied condition ; as—bT3fg TTLH f& 2T,  speak-
ing deception, what will happen ?’’ i. e. what will be the result
of deceiving me; or if you deceive e, what will follow ? $fat=st
& 7fqeg ;ea, “the king hearing (this) will destroy (or take
away) my life ;°* or the king, on hearing this, or if the king hear
this, or shonld the king hear this, he will, &c.

The subject to this participle may be the same as that of the
closing verb or a different one ; iu either case that which distin-
guishes it from tlhe participles already considered is its adver-
biality, or the implied condition, doubt, &c.

R@ face A &q, “ he giving, or if he give, T will give.”
Al Mifatcs fagra T a1, ¢ not learning, or unless he learn,
a man becomes not wise.”” In the fornier sentence there are
two subjects, in the latter but one: but in both thereisa

462
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condition expressed ; which condition negatived, the couse-
quent follows not.

It is very common for the preposition #Z or #tZ to follow
this participle ; as—R csiter »t7 WX =¥ AT, * he going or
having gone, after (that), I will lie down,” i.e. when he
is gone, he having first gone, I will, &c. The preposition, so
called, is not however to be considered as governing the parti-
ciple, but as more definitely marking the time of the subse-
quent verb, and shewing more distinctly the order of occur-
rence.

The condition is more strongly marked by the affixing of the
enclitical conjunction € to the participle, q. d. and, also; and
rendering it with ¥t ‘ and even if,” ““ and although : as e. g.

STE AT TS FAx 2 I @y,
¢ even though (being) a good man, he sometimes offends ;> or
notwithstanding one’s being, admitting that he be, a good man,
yet will he now and then err. 1217 J%7 T3THS O &, ““and if
he dies, what fear ?*’ i. e. though even he die, why should he
fear ?

There is a very peculiar idiomatic use of this participle in
which it is followed by that in 3T% of the same verb with #i1ta,
may or cam, to express the optional possibility of its act more
forcibly ; as ¥fdter &fats M7, “ doing, i. e. if doing, doing
he may,” i. e. if he choose to do so, he can ; (or he can refuse
to do so, as he pleases) : it is both possible and optional : the
thing is quite as he wills it; or, as by another idiom it is differ-
ently expressed—=fater8 T W Tfata8 w0, “and (i. e. both)
doing, it is (well) and not doing, it is well ;”’ i. e. it is alike whe-
ther he does it or not : the object (in question) is unaftected by
either alternative.

§ Secondly, of Passive Participles.

1. The passive participial form in % is borrowed immedi-
ately from the Sanskrit, and is therefore subjected to all the
rules of formation proper to that language ; which, cannot here
be further adverted to. %€, according to those rules, gives

for the form before us, ¢ done.” This participle will occasion
no difficulty to the student beyond that of its formation : since
its use is simple and invariable. It agrees, as an adjunct or
verbal adjective, with any subject, whether agent or object ; and
with such, i/ own subject accordingly, in gender; that is, if
the gender be marked, which it often is not, or may be at plea-
sure, according as the style is intended to be more or less orna-
mented, poetical or precise ; as—1fi #f8 T2AT, ““ I having
fallen was=I had fallen, or 1 was fallen.” # +fifgs =Ty,
“ my wife sickened is=is sick.” ITertE F:fae cwfa@AT, « 1 saw
him grieved, or perceived that he was in sorrow.”
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N. B. The Sanskrit causel form of this participle is some-
times used in Bengili, and with similar latitude of connexion ;
as TIfES, ¢ caused to be done ;” U713 < made to rise, stirred
up, erected, excited.”

2. The passive participle in =1 is a form indigenous to the
Bengili, and has precisely the same meaning as the preceding,
but not so extensive a use. &1, done; A, known ; (A,
written, &c. are examples.

This participle, like the preceding, is used—Ist, adjectively,
to a subject; as #1®1 &Y, aripened-=a ripe mango. 2dly, fol-
lowed by a perfect verb ; as—c#& T771 #1f%=, ¢ he being beaten,
fell’=he was beaten. (1 %11TY, ‘it is written,”” &c.

The form in =19 is the passive of the causal verb, meaning
made to be done ; as TT4, caused to be done—=effected ; &=,
made known=revealed ; #Z!4, made to move=moved, shifted.

Both these latter participles are used in combination with
T8RN or Mg to form what 1s called in our grammars a passive
voice ; as UIfal €1 csiamiq, I seized went=I was seized. &
a1 #f¥ar, he beaten fell=he was beaten. TT¥l JIA T,
that made known, goes=that is made known, told, or pub-
lished.

It is not usual to employ this form of the passive voice beyond
the third person; and it is matter of doubt whether it oug/t
to be used at all in the other persons ; inasmuch it is not satis-
factorily established that @71, 911, &c. in these idioms, zsa passive
participle, and not rather a verbal noun acfive : certainly the use
of the verbal noun act in 1, as 71, T, 11, &c. with TTex
or #igH and T8, is much more common and idiomatic; not,
of course, as a passive voice, but in substitution for one; the
word which appears in the nominative as a subject, being then
placed as an object in the objective case. Ex. SIZit®& €71 ¢ore,
lit. “the seizing (or seizure of) hin went=he was seized.”
So—ALed ALTFTHCT &A1 T, “ the knowing (knowledge of)
the good man goes by good works’’=—=the good man is known by
his good deeds. ItzTt®E €1 TT2TIT, < a seizing (of) him will go
or take place’’=he will be seized. ITz1 ¥ ¥, ““the doing (of)
that is, occurs,”’=that is done. Inthis way is explained the use
of infransitive verbals in W1, which cannot exist as passive
participles ; as—5B=1 T1, ““ a moving goes,”” or a walking takes
place, i. e. people move, &c. (AT L& TT, “ there subsisting
is (allowed)==one may stay there, people stay there.”’

4. Besides the foregoing, there are a number of Sanskrit
participles or participial adjectives, formed regularly from the
verbal root according to the rules of Sanskrit grammar; and
which, being naturalized in Bengili, require to be well distin-
guished. The only difficulties connected with these, however, are
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such as arise from the various modes of derivation or formation.
There is no difficulty whatever attending their use ; since they
simply connect themselves with their subject as adjectives, and
require no further specification in this place, They are of both
active and passive voice, and of present and future time.

1. Actives present in Wi or TR, &, V.

As fifrata, dying. R®1R, knowing, 2531w, cooking, fawwty,
doing or making, &3¢, living, S&=®, burning, g18,*
sleeping.

2. Passive present in WA, (Greek opoveg).

As TYTTR, now being spoken, in utterance.

“{¥TMIS, now being read or recited, under recital.

FTI9, now being done or making, i.e. in making, (pas-
sively by another.)

3. Passives future or gerundial in ¥, (1w, or 7.

As =TT, FINT, $847, to be done (hereafter), what is to
be or must be, or should be done. These forms are used to
denote duty, obligation, necessity, certainty, desert, &c., as
well as future occurrence. Thus—

T&27, what ought to be spoken. ¥1¥7, what should be sup-
ported. r¥H, what must or may be inferred. w9¥, who
deserves to be punished, shall be punished or must be punished,
&c. 7, deserving to be honoured, to be respected, respectable.
CTSIT, to be joined, what ought to be attended to, unitable, wor-
thy, &c. '

4. Causals and frequentatives of the foregoing are also in
use—as TTATH$dT, fit to be set up, CRICHATIR, causing a
constant or frequent shaking, &c.

All such participles follow the construction of adjectives; as
—IETCE FCHTT SwTS Cri2aATs, 1 saw him engaged in that
business.”” fyFae @& VICT #T2A1E=, “ he had found a man
dying, i. e. on the point of death.,” & WXT A, “heis
indeed deserving of punishment.” #I¥IT1x @127 WRTWE, ““ the
poem now reading (being read) is very excellent.”” &1 ¢(A=ATT-
TR fag TrAFCE W@AET #f3cAF,  ““ihe king causing his
sporting son to be brought to him, said.”” There are besides the
foregoing a number of participials both of the active and passive
voices, formed regularly from the verbal root according to the
rules of Sanskrit grammar.

W. M.

* This form, properly classed here, is a Bengali form modelled on the
Sapekrit idiom.
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VI.—Calcutta Christian Tract and Book Sociely.

T'o the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer.

My pEAR Sims,

I beg that you will permit me to make public, through your pages,
the following Extracts from the Minutes of the Committee of the
Tract Society, and to call to it the attention of such as may be employ-
ed in preparing works in the Bengali language for the Society.

The Committee had laid before them a report of the Bengali Sub-
committee ' on various subjects referred to them; among others, as to
the best rendering of the name of the HoLy Sririr. The following
is the portion of the report relating to this question. -

“Your Sub-committee then proceeded to consider the question referred
to them, regarding the proper translation of the words < Holy Spirit.’
It was agreed that the attention of the Sub-committee should be con-
fined to the three expressions which the several translators of the Holy
Scriptures, and the writers of tracts had used, to demote the Holy
Spirit. These three expressions are :—

1.

Dharmmaéitma4.
2. Pabitra Atma.
3. Sadatma.

1. With regard to the first, the members were unanimously of
opinion that the expression should never be used at all,—on account of
the inevitable ambiguity arising from itsuse, in this particular relation.

2. The Sub-committee were unanimously of opinion, that in a
translation of the Holy Scriptures pabitra is, generally speaking, pre-
ferable to sad, as a rendering of the word ° Holy,” in as much as
such translation is more generally expressive of the meaning of the
Greek adjective dyios-a-ov and allows of greater vniformity in the ren-
dering of the derivatives of dyios. Besides, as pabifra had been used
in that translation of the Bible, now in general use, as the epithet of
Atmd in the translation of ¢ Holy Spirit,’ the Sub-committee were of
opinion, that it is desirable, in the case of all quotations from Scrip-
ture, to use, always Pabitra Atma for < Holy Spirit’ or ¢ Holy
Ghost.

3. As the Sub-committee are aware, however, that strong argu-
ments may be advanced in favour of Saditmd as a translation of Holy
Spirit ; and as the word is in general use, at least among Episcopalian
Native Christians, on account of its having been introduced into that
translation of the liturgy, in present use; and as the expression has
also been used in several tracts, and appears to be perfectly understood
by the people ;—the Sub-committee are unanimously of opinion, that,
unless in quotations from Scripture, either term may be used accord-
ing to the option and discretion of the writer.”

After o due cousideration of this report the Committee agreed to
adopt the recommendation of the Sub-committee.

I am, My dear Sirs,
Your’s very sincerely,
Tuonas SyiTH, Secretary.

Calcutte, 23rd Aug. 1844,
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VII.—Government support of the temple of Jaganndth.

The missionary letters on this subject, which will be found
in an earlier part of our present number, give an appalling
account of the horrors which have once more attended the
annual celebration of the Rath Jdird at Pdiri. How long shall
such scenes continue to be repeated from year to year?

Our correspondent has put in a very clear light the real
position now occupied by the Government of India, as the
voluntary supporter of an idol whose very name has become a
byword and a reproach throughout all civilized countries. He
has shown in the most convincing manner, that since Govern-
ment has resigned, and the priests of the temple have resumed,
the collection of donations* to the shrine, (a/ias the pilgrim-
tax) Government is no longer bound by any obligation what-
soever to pay for the support of that idolatrous establishment.
All donations which are now granted to it from the public
funds, may therefore be considered as voluntary contributions
towards the maintenance of a shrine, at which not only the
morals of myriads of deluded pilgrims, but also the lives of
thousands of human victims are sacrificed. And what can be
the motive which induces Government to pay to Jagannith a
tribute so ruinous to its subjects and to its own interests?
The great mass of Hindus say, that it can be no other than a
feeling of respect for their great deity. In every part of India
the adherents of idolatry, driven from all their other strong-
holds, begin to appeal to this as the last and most powerful
argument in favour of their system. ¢ If,” say they, ¢ our
gods are false, how comes it to pass that they have succeeded
in securing for themselves the respect of the Honourable Com-
pany >’

“);e are happy to find that amidst the universal apathy pre-
vailing on this subject both in England and in this country,
there is at least one man (and we trust he is not the only one)
who has not lost sight of the tribute paid to Jagannith. We
sincerely hope that Mr. Poynder’s efforts will ere long be
crowned with success, and the Government of India at length
cease to be partial to idolatry.

* These donations and the pilgrim tax are virfually identical, although
possibly a legal difference may exist hetween them.
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Missionarp any Weligious fntelligence.

1.—EccLES1ASTICAL MOVEMENTS—MADRAS,

The Rev. S.VenHusen and family have returned to Nellore, hig health im-
proved. The Rev. V. D. Coombes, S. P. G. F, P. of Combaconum, is on a
vigit to Madras with his family for his health. The Rev. W. Taylor, S. P.
G. . P, long at Vepery, and the Reo. J. Guest, at Cuddalore, of the same
Society, we understand, exchange stations.—Madras C. Instructor.

2,—THE UNITED MoNTHLY Mi1sstoNARY Praver MEETING,

‘Was held on Monday evening, 5th August at the Union Chapel, Dbaram-
talah. The address was delivered by the Rev.J. Brooks from 2 Cor. x. 4, 5:—
“ The weapons of our warfare are not carnal,” &c. Subject—character,
resources, and final success of the Missionary enterprise. The preacher
dwelt upon the following topics in the course of his address : 1.—Truth-
fulness and sincerity in all things required. 2.—Holiness of life and con-
duct. 3.—Peacefulness of disposition, and a readiness to promote the
gospel of peace. 4.—Unshaken faith in the complete fulfilment of the
promises of God. 5.—Prayerful cheerful hope of success. 6.—A skilful
use and application of the sword of the Spirit in all our labors. 7.—Sole
dependence upon God for his blessing, accompanied by earnest prayer for
the out-pouring of that blessing. Here are materials enough to convert
the world. The devotional services were conducted by the Rev. J. Mac-
donald of the Free Church Mission, and the Rev. J. Mullens of the London
Society’s Mission. The attendance was very encouraging.

3.—THE MoNTHLY MIssioNARY PRAYER MEETING CONNECTED WITH
-THE LoxDON MissioNARY SoCIETY,

Was held at the Union Chapel, on Wednesday evening the 7th of
August. The Rev. J. Mullens, as one recently arrived in the Missionary
field, addressed the Meeting, on the encouraging circumstances under
which newly arrived Missionaries commence their labors compared with
former years;—prejudices have been worn down, difficulties overcome,
chapels erected, native churches planted, schools established, the Bible
translated, school-books prepared, tracts composed, in fact all the incipient
apparatus for enlarged effort had been prepared by the pioneers in this
good cause; this had been their work, and well had they done it, and it
was of the utmost value. Mr. Mullens urged on the audience the deep
necessity in such a work of entire dependance on the Spirit of God for suc-
cess. The Rev, T. Boaz referred to the solemn and monitory lesson taught
all, both ministers and people, in the removal by death of the Rev. Messrs.
Ross and Valentine. He also offered a few remarks in confirmation of Mr.
Mullens’ views concerning the Mission labors of the veteran Baptist Mis-
sionaries on their first arrival in India, and their first meetings for preach-
ing in Calcutta, compared with the present privileges enjoyed by Christians
of all denominations.

‘I'he devotional services were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Boaz and
Parker. The attendance was good.—C. C. Advocate.

4.—DEATH or THE REV. H. Ross, CaHaprLAIN oF St. JaMESs’ CHURCH.
We regret to announce the death of the Rev. H. Ross, chaplain of St

James’ Church, in this city. Mr. Ross has only been about nine months

in India. He bad been suffering for a few days past from fever; but had
YOL. V. 4 n
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in a measure recovered from this when he was seized with apoplexy, and

expired in a few hours. In the midst of life we are in death. Lord teach

us to numaber our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

5—~DEATH oF THE REv. MR. VALENTINE oF THE BoMpAYy CHURCH
Mission,

‘We regret to add to the list of departed Mission laborers the name of the
Rev. Mr. Valentine, of the Bombay Church Mission.—This is the third
death in the Bombay Church Mission within three months, Mrs. Menge,
Mrs. Mellon, and Mr. Valentine. Be ye also ready.

6.—DEPARTURE AND RETURN OoF MISSIONARIES.

We understand that a most interesting meeting of the friends of the
Church Missionary Society was recently held at Exeter Hall, for the pur-

ose of commending to the blessing of tl":e Lord, twenty-three agents of the

ociety immediately destined for service in the Missionary field ; of these
seven are laborers returning to their old spheres, the others are brethren
entering for the first time on this arduous, but honorable employ. Amongst
the already tried and faithful servants of the Lord who are returning, and
may soon be expected in India, are the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson of
Goruckpur, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. J. Weitbrecht and the Rev. Mr, and Mrs.
Lincke, of Burdwan.
Cl;I‘wo Missionaries have been sent by the Church Missionary Society to

ina.

The Rev. Mr. Wilkinson has, we hear, in a measure employed his time,
during his visit to Europe, in the production of a work on Missions in
Northern India.

7.—INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM BANGALORE.

An esteemed correspondent at Bangalore writes as follows:—

“ You will be interested to hear that the Seminary (the London Missiona-
ry Society’s Institution for rearing native teachers) wbich is my principal
charge increases. We have 15 students at present, and two more are likely
1o come—I have every reason to be satisfied with their intellectual progress,
and am thanlkful to discover occasional indications that their present pur-
suits are subservient to their spiritual improvement. It is a very respon-
sible undertaking, and I need the sympathy and prayers of all my friends,
that I may be guided, strengthened, and blessed.

“There is a marvellous stir in this place on the part of the Hindus just
now, and of a most hostile character. The ¢ apathy of Hindus’ finds no
illustration in the present state of things; on the contrary, they are bent on
opposing and blaspheming. The panic has affected some of the Verna-
cular Schools very painfully, and at Madras our brethren find it very dif-
ficult to obtain hearing. ~These signs are cheering, as it regards the
proof they afford that the truth and Spirit of God have shaken the public
mind, but present efforts are tryingto all. We must expect still more
active opposition yet, ere the truth of God finally triumphs.

« ] trust the blessing of God rests on your various labors.”

8.—GooD NEws FROM MADRAS—THE WANDERER RETURNED.

Our devoted brethren connected with the Free Church Miesion at Madras
have had many and heavy trials to sustain in the prosecution of their
Christian labore—nor was the least of these trials the lapse of an interest-
ing convert some two years ago.

We knew, for we were eye and ear witnesses of it, how deep was the an-
guish and how great the disappointment of our esteemed brethren on that
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occasion. We can now conceive the measure of their joy. The Wanderer
has returned, nor has he been idle, he brings with him his wife, whom he
has instructed during his apparently lapsed state, in the truths of Chris-
tianity.

We may well acknowledge the truth of that Scripture which says “ Light
is sown for the righteous and gladness for the upright in heart,”

! The seed may lie buried long,
But grace ensures the crop.”

““ Rejoice now,” our Madras brethren say, “ Rejoice with us, for this our
friend was lost and is found, was dead and is alive again, let us be glad and
give thanks unto the Lord.”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE RECORD.

DEeARr Sir,—It will rejoice you I know to hear that S. P. Ramanoojooloo
Naidoo, whom 1 baptized on the 10th July, 1842, and who through the
force of natural affection returned on the day of trial to his people and his
gods, came here of his own accord on Friday evening, the 12th, accompani-
ed by his wife, whom he has been instructing for some time in Christianity.
They broke caste of their own free will and choice tbat very night they
came : his wife, though not baptized, is willing to abide with him. They
are now living together under my protection on the Mission Premises.
Ramanoojooloo is a young man of twenty-six years of age, and his wife is
upwards of eighteen.

The two letters enclosed were sent by Ramanoojooloo to his mother and
father-in-law on Saturday. They are literal translation from the Tamil. It
will greatly oblige me if you can find a place for one or both of them in to-
morrow’s 1ssue, with any remarks you may deem it necessary to make.

On Sabbath forenoon, Ramanoojooloo, before our Free Church congre-
gation, publicly confessed his sin of apostacy ; and as far as man can judge
appears heartily to have repented. May the Lord restore his soul, and give
him grace to abide faithful to the end.

My colleagues and myself are very anxious that the true facts of the case
should be made public as early as possible, not only to counteract the lies
that will, as usual, be speedily circulated among the Native community; but
to call forth the sympathies and prayers of Christians.

I am,
Very faithfully your’s,
‘Madras, 15th July, 1844. JoHN ANDERSON.

To Canacummaul, the mother of S. P. Ramanoojooloo Naidoo, in Ammyapak
Moodeliar’s Street, Royapettah.

My pEAR MoTHER,—I was baptized on the 10th of July, 1842, by the
Rev. John Anderson, according to what is said in Christianity. On the
self-same day I ate all that Europeans eat and with Europeans. On Friday
evening, the 12th of July, 1844, I and my wife came here, and, by mutual
consent, took our meals, without any distinction of caste. 'We are not wil-
ling to live among you who worship idols. In consequence of your taking
me away before, I became sunk jn mental disease ; therefore I intreat you,
my sisters, their husbands, and every one else, not to come either to see us,
ot to speak with us.

Mother, your chief duty is this : as there is no salvation for the souls of
us sinners in any one else except in Jesus Christ, I, as your son, with my
whole mind, and with much affection, entreat you also to come into the
religion of Jesus Christ. If you are willing to come and abide with me,
you can consider this matter well, and may come. If not, you need not
come ; because I will not follow you. I will not accompany you or live with
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you at all. I will not worship idols ; if you are willing you can come to me,
and worship the true Saviour Jesus Christ.
S. P. RamManoosooroo.
General Assembly's Mission House,
18th July, 1844, }

Here follows the letter to his Uncle, which is a verbatim copy of the
above, save the change of name and place of abode.

It is with very great pleasure that we give publicity to the communication
from the Rev. John Anderson and its accompaniment, announcing the
return to the Scottish Mission of the Native youth who was baptized about
two years ago—but who then left it from fear of man—together with his
wife whom he has instructed in the truths of Christianity. We can enter
somewhat into the feelings of the Reverend Missionaries on this interesting
event ; and bearing in mind the Apostolic injunction to * rejoice with them
that rejoice,” as well as to “ weep with them that weep,” most heartily sym-

athise with them in this additional fruit of their disinterested labours.
ay the young converts—for such they may both be justly called under
the circumstances detailed—be enable to endure unto the end.

There is one feature in this event which renders it of peculiar interest,
and we regret that we have not sufficient time to comment on it more at
length than at present; we refer to the return being altogether a voluntary
act on the part of the baptized youth. There are reflections suggested by
this circumstance, which are calculated to inspire somewhat of confidence
as to the future, and which shew the powerful force of conviction wher-
ever divine truth has been once felt, and tasted, and handled; while it
equally operates to prove that seed sown in good ground, even if it whither,
and to all appearance die for a season, will eventually spring up and pro-
duce its legitimate fruits,

We think that Mr. Anderson and his colleagues have acted most judici-
ously in presenting the leading features of this case to the .public. None
but the wilfully blind and ignorant, or those whose interest itis to put
forth calurmnious versions of the affair to suit their own vile purposes,
need be at a loss to understand its true merits. Magna est veritas et pre-
valebit,—Madras Record, July 16.

9.—NATIVE FEMALE ScHOoOL AT MADRAS.

A Hindoo female School was opened yesterday morning in Black-town,
denominated Hindoo Stree Patacasala, or place of education for the weaker
sex. Many of the more wealthy Hindoos are much opposed to it, but its
projectors are determined to persevere. Though Christianity is at present
excluded, we sbould hope this may not long be the case, especially as two of
its principal supporters, Gopaul Kistnamah Naidoo and Soobaroyloo Naidoo,
were for some time pupils of the Rev. John Anderson.—Madras Record.

10.—DEDICATION.

A new place of worship was opened, and solemnly set apart for divine
service, by our brethren of the American Lutheran Church at Guntoor, on
the 30th June. Exercises in English, Telugu, and Tamil.

11.—DEeaTHS.

Mrs. Clarkson, of L. M. S., Surat,—Mrs. Menge, C. M. S., Nassick,—
and Mrs. Allen, American Mission, Bombay, have all, within a short period,
ceased from their labours.



A CARD.

The Cuttack Missionaries having been for sometime past frequent-
ly applied to by Friends at a distance to procure jewelry for them,
feel obliged to adopt this method of respectfully requesting them
to discontinue the practice; for, while unwilling to disoblige,
the matter has grown to such an extent as to be entirely incompati-
ble with their professional character and duties. They trust that
none of their friends will henceforth take offence at their requests on
this subjoct beipg declined,
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