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FUNPARNENTAL RULES.

I. That the CarLcurra Curistiaxn OnserveERr be estab-
ished on those evangelical principles, in which the leading
Reformers of the 16th century were agrecd.

II. That no piece, advocatmq the pcculmntms of a particu-
lar denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.
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contrary to the above Rules.
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March 2d, at the Circular Road Chapel,

April 6th, at the Lal Bazar Chapel. Service to commence at seven o’clock

May 4th, at the Union Chapel.

The Com:mttee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of busines:
on the third Tuesday in every month, at 9 o’clock in the morning.

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday_ in ever)
wosnth at tie Old Church Rooms, at 9 o'clock in the morning.

Just Published ; price four annas a copy.
«“THE GOVERNMENT SYSTEM OF EDUCATION,”

being the article on that subject in the Calcutta Christian Observer for February
re-printed as a separate pamphlet.
Sold by Messrs. G. C. Hay and Co.
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And for sale atthe Baptist Mission Press,
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A NEW EDITION, IMPROVED AND ENLARGED.
Price 6 Rs. or on fine paper 7 Rs.

THE CHRISTIAN ALMANAC
IN

BENGALY.

This pubhcatwn contains every item of general interest embraced in the commo
Bengéli Almanacs and a variety of useful information besides.

Printed at the Baptist Mission Press, and published by Messrs, G. C. Hay an
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MARCH, 1846.

1.—A Visit to the Gangd Sdgar Meld.

Missionaries of various denominations are in the habit of visit-
ing the Sigar Meld for the purpose of preaching the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and distributing the Scriptures and Christian
tracts among the thousands who congregate there from all parts
of the country. As most of our readers take an interest in such
matters, the following account of a visit made to the Meld in
January may not be unacceptable. The Meli is held on the
eastern shore of Sigar point, near the temple of Kupil Muni,
which is called the Pagoda in the Company’s Maps. Itis situa-
ted at the mouth of a khal or narrow strait, and is exposed to the
waves of the Bay of Bengal, so that an ordinary boat could not
live here in the S. W. monsoons, but at this time of year, when
either calms or light northerly winds prevail, the smallest boats
may ride along the shore with the greatest safety. There is no
human habitation within many miles of the place, and except at
the time of the fair, nothing is to be seen but the broad sea in
the distance, and the densest jungle all around. That a Mel4 or
religious fair should be held on such a spot, amidst the haunts
of tigers, and where the feet of man never tread, may well as-
tonish all but such as are acquainted- with the strange vaga-
ries of Hinduism. The locality of the fair owes its origin to a far
famed occurrence in Hindu story—an event indeed, which, if
we may believe the Hindu sages, is far more ancient than the
records of all history sacred or profane. It seems that in the
days of yore, (we take aur account from the Rémdyan,) there
lived a king whose name was Sdgar, the fame of whose holy
acts, particularly his austerities, and liberality to the brahmani-
cal class, filled the three worlds,—Heaven, Earth, and Pital, or
the infernal regions. As a reward for his great piety, the gods
granted him a great number of children; a boon which by rich

VOL. VIL X



154 A Visit to the Gangd Sdgar Meld. [Marc,

Hindus is coveted more than any other, and the queen presented
to the delighted monarch 60,000 sons, all born at onc birth!
But ambition when it takes possession of the souls of gods or
men, is a restless passion, and Ségar, notwithstanding his aus-
terities, and the great gifts by which he was already distinguish-
ed, sighed for still greater honors. True, indeed, he had already
surpassed all other mortals in power, splendor, and progeny, and
in fact, in the enjoyment of all the pleasures which ordinary
mortals covet. There was one distinction however to which he
had not yet attained, and that was to be numbered among the
gods themselves,—ascend the throne of Indra, the king of heaven.
There was one, and but one method, according to Hindu mytho-
logy, whereby this greatest of honors might be obtained, and
that was by sacrificing successively a hundred horses, at regular
and stated intervals. Sdgar, not content with being superior
to all mortals, determined to perform the Ashwamedh or sacri-
fice of the horse, in order to gain a pre-eminence among the gods,
and become Indra, or the king of heaven. Indra, although ever
delighted with the devotion of mortals, was naturally jealous of
his own prerogatives, and hence made it a matter of his special
care to prevent any mortal attaining to that state of perfection,
in virtue of which he might dispute with him the sovereignty of
the skies. Indra was therefore always on the alert to prevent
the Ashwamedh or horse-sacrifice, and consequently, as we may
well suppose, few ever succeeded in performing it. In order to
the due performance of this important ceremony, it was neces-
sary to tie up the horse to be sacrificed in a solitary place in the
midst of some lone forest, the night previous to his immolation,
and to keep a strict watch to defend him from the attack of
enemies visible and invisible—a practice, by the way, similar
to that in more modern times, when knights-errant, (and Loyola
amongst the number,) kept solitary vigils over their armour,
when they were about to dedicate their services to assert the
honor and beauty of their lady-love. Indra and his emissaries,
as is very natural, were always careful to prevent this ceremony.

Hence we read of the many tricks and stratagems (not open
force, for he was a great coward), to which he resorted, to steal
away the consecrated horse, and put a stop to the sacrifice.
Notwithstanding the cunning and trickery of the god, king Sigar
succeeded in performing the sacrifice ninety-nine times. S§-
gar, full of hope and confident of success, attempts the sacrifice
for the hundreth and last time, but alas, whilst the devout king
watched with painful anxiety amidst solitary wilds, his devoted
steed, whose immolation on the morrow was to raise himn to the
empire of the skies, the consecrated animal, to his great dismay,
disappeared as if by magic. There was no mistaking the thief
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however, and Indra, it may easily be conceived, came in for a
large share of the disappointed king’s curses and imprecations,
But the consecrated horse must be found, for another could not
be used in his place, but where to find him was the task. The
powerful sovereign was not to be thwarted, and who so fit to be
employed in the 1mportant search as his own 60,000 sons. The
young men eagerly entered into the design of their sire, and with
filial devotedness consecrated themselves to the task of finding
the stolen horse. With this view they divided themselves into
several bands, they travelled long and far, no nook no corner of
the world was left unsearched ; at last, by some strange accident
they all met on Sdgar Island on the neck of land where at present
stands the temple of Kupil Muni. As they approached the
spot, they saw the sage Kupil wholly absorbed in his devotions,
so much so, that he took not the least notice of the young
men. But to their astonishment they saw the long looked for
animal tied to a tree in the thicket hard by. Wearied with
travel, and vexed with disappointment, they were enraged at the
supposed treachery and hypocrisy of the sage, and imagining him
to be the thief, they set too with heart and good will and gave the
poor Muni a sound cudgeling. The word of a Hindu devotee
in those days was much more powerful than the cudgels of even
60,000 sturdy youths; enraged therefore at being thus inter-
rupted amidst his devotions, (not at all caring about the pain of
the beating,) he cursed his assailants, and in a moment they
descended into the infernal regions. The king, having heard of
the calamity which had befallen his sons, became as anxious
about them, as he had formerly been about his horse, and there-
fore he applied to the Muni, explained the mistake, and implor-
ed his forgiveness and assistance in order to recover his
sons. It was found that the placing of the horse beside the
sage was a trick of the cowardly Indra’s ; the search had become
so close, that the god began to fear the horse might be found
in his possession, and despairing of being able to keep possession
against such odds, he contrived surreptitiously to place him be-
side the Muni, while at his devotions, so that when the young
men found him there, they wmight lay violent hands on the
sage, and suffer the consequences of their temerity. The Muni
was moved at the distress of the bereaved king, and promised
to assist him in their deliverance. There was only one way
of accomplishing this, and that was by bringing the Ganges
down from heaven, and leading its . waters into the infernal re-
gions. This task must be accomplished by Sigar or one of
his family. It was attempted, but without success, by many, at
last Bhagirath, (and hence the name Bhégirathi,) one of Sigar’s
descendants, succeeded in stealing the holy waters from heaven,
x 2



156 A Visit to the Gangd Sdgar Meld. (Marcu,

and bringing them down to the Himélaya, thence to Hurdwar
and to a number of other places particularly mentioned in the
Réméyan, which became holy because the Ganges lodged there
in her downward progress ; the sacred stream was led down to
Sagar point, where it descended into the infernal regions and
delivered the 60,000 sons of Sigar.

Sédgar point is said to be the spot where the Ganges de-
scended into Pitdl, and to bathe at this spot is one of the holicst
acts of Hindu superstition. The Meld, or bathing festival, is
kept annually here generally from the 11th to the 14th of
January, when pilgrims and devotees may be seen assembling
from all parts of the country. The assemblage of such a number
of people of all classes and ranks, from all parts of Bengal, Behar,
Madras and Burma, as well as the Punjab and Nepaul, affords
a fit opportunity for preachiug and distributing tracts, and ac-
cordingly the Mel4 is generally visited by Missionaries for that
purpose.

We started on the morning of the 9th from Diamond Har-
bour for Sigar Island; ere we entered the mouth of the Bara-
tallih, we saw far astern a large fleet of boats of various sizes
and all descriptions, sailing down the river towards the same
point to which we were making. As wind and tide were in our
favour, we made rapid progress. The effect was beautiful, -all
was still around, and the white sails of the boats that followed
us, distended by the light breeze, glittered in the sun beams as
the pilgrims hasted towards the sacred shrine. As the dis-
tance between us and the pilgrim fleet diminished, the sound of
their conchs and of the melancholy wailings of the women was
wafted on the bosom of the stream: the effect of these sounds
was thrilling and produced a deep impression of sadness on
our minds. The conch is usually blown at the festivals of the
Hindus, the sound is harsh and monotonous, and forms a strange
contrast to the wailings of the women, who are in the habit of
raising their voices as they approach any sacred place. The
noise they make is such as is never heard in civilized countries,
it is produced by a tremulous motion of the tongue against the
roof of the mouth, and requires considerable practice to do it
well. As the fleet came in sight of Sigar Island the joyful
sound (Uludhwani as the Hindus call it) was led on by a fe-
male in one of the boats in advance, it was immediately caught
up by all the females in the same boat, the example was fol-
lowed by the whole fleet, the notes increased in volume, till the
air was filled with a thousand sweet but melancholy voices.
The Hindus call this, Uludhwani, song of joy, but it certainly re-
quires organs very differently constituted from ours to per-
ceive any thing joyful in such music. On the contrary, the
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notes were exceedingly plaintive and melancholy though not
disagreeable, and such as are usnally made by females oppressed
with grief or mental anxicty. Heard amidst the solitary jun-
gle, where the silence profound is never broken by the sound of
human voices, the effect it produced on our minds was sad and
depressing.

As the tide now began to make against us, we anchored at the
mouth of the Biritallah creek, and every boat of the fleet as it
came up, did the same. Here we were surrounded by some
hundred boats of all descriptions. As evening was approaching,
the people hasted on shore to prepare their food, for Hindus do
not prepare food in their boats, and the consequence is, that in
going and returning from the Sigar Mela, crowds of poor
women are cooped up in boats for days without tasting any pre-
pared food. On an average there were about thirty in an ordi-
nary sized Panchwdy. As the night approached, the flickering
of a hundred little fires with their small groups around, was
seen through the gloom, which had rather a romantic effect.
We spoke with several people, many of them, the women par-
ticularly, were astonished to hear us speaking their language so
fluently, and gradually became less timid, as they found that the
sshibs were not so terrible as they were represented. An inci-
dent worthy of recording occurred here, as it shews, by the
testimony of an enemy, how diligently the Gospel has been
spread. As we were conversing with a group of people, who
gathered around us on the sin of idolatry, and the way of salva-
tion through Christ Jesus, one of the andience, a respectable
looking man in evident astonishment exclaimed, ¢ What, are
you here also? When I am in the north of Calcutta, there I
am sure to meet you and hear you speaking about Jesus Christ.
When business brings me to the south of the city, there you
are again telling us about the same Jesus Christ, and if I go to
a distant village, I am sure to hear the same story, and here in
the midst of the very jungles I hear the name of Christ re-
sounding in the solitude ; you really seem to be every where, for
who would have thought to hear any thing about Jesus Christ
in such a place as this¥> Whatever may be thought of the ef-
fect of Missionary labours, it is undeniable that by a great va-
riety of means, the knowledge of the truth is spread far and
wide over Bengal, and the Lord will in his own good time,
bless the seed thus widely scattered so that it shall bring forth
much fruit to the praise of his glory. After going down the
Biritallah, the boats turn to the right through a narrow creek
which leads to the temple. It is usually necessary to wait at
the mouth of this creek for the turning of the tide, and the
people generally go on shore for the purpose of preparing their
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food. The jungle is very dense at this part, and infested with
deer, wild boars, and tigers, so that going on shore herc is attend-
ed with some danger.

It is only i:our years ago that a poor woman who had gone
ashore here with her party, was carried away by a tiger. She
had gone to a very short distance into the jungle, when the tiger,
who was prowling about in the thicket, watching his opportu-
nity, pounced upon his prey, and carried her away into the jun-
gle, amidst the din and noise raised by hundreds of pilgrims, who
fearful of attempting a rescue thought to frighten him by their
noise; this happened ten yards from the shore where all the
people were congregated.

Going along this creek, our approach to the sacred spot was
casily known : the boats coming from all quarters became more
numerous, and the people began to row with increased vigour,
trying to outstrip each other.

The wailings of the women, and the trumpet sound of the
conch, became more frequent and loud, at last when we came in
sight of Kupil Muni, a shout of triumph was raised by a thousand
throats, which made the air resound, and startled the tiger and
rhinoceros from their lair in the hitherto silent jungle.

In the distance peering through the jungle, we descried the
ruins of the once famous temple of Kupil Muni, and stretching
along the shore to the southward an immense number of boats
that had arrived at the spot before us. There is nothing in the
scenery to amuse the admirer of the sublime or the picturesque.
The immense multitude from all parts of the country here hud-
dled together in strange confusion, presents a striking contrast
to the insipid uniformity of the surrounding wilds. The locality
of the fair is the neck of land already described. The tents or
booths are erected along the shore, a few feet above high water
mark, on the sand lately cleared from the jungle. The streets
of tents extend along shore about a mile, from north to south,
and inwards from the strand in a westerly direction, to the extent
of half a mile. The booths are pitched in long narrow streets
with some attempt at order, for this is attended to by a body of
the Company’s police who are sent hither to keep the peace.
To pass along these sandy lanes is no easy feat, for the travel-
ler is not only impeded by the quicksand which yields at every
step, but if he be not careful to pick his way, he is liable to be
thrown on his face, by coming in contact with the stumps of the
lately-cut jungle wood which abound in all quarters.

The female pilgrims have to traverse these roads daily from
one end to the other, in order to go to the temple situated at
one extremity of the fair, or to approach the sacred bathing place
at the opposite extremity. To women unaccustomed to travel
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this is difficult enough, not to mention other disagreeables which
impede their progress. Drawn up on shore, a few yards from
the tents, are seen an immense number of boats, of all sizes and
descriptions, such as pinnaces, budgerows, bholiows, panchways,
and dinghis, and in fact a great variety of craft for which we
have no name. It would be a mistake to suppose that all these are
pilgrim boats. The majority of them have conveyed men to
this scene for a different purpose, not to carry away spiritual
blessings, acquired through the toils of pilgrimage, but enrich
themselves by the disposal of their earthly wares. For the pur-
pose of ornament, as well as to serve as a beacon by which each
party may distinguish its own craft amidst this confused multi-
tude, each boat has a flag or some other devise fixed to the mast
head, or to a bambu rigged for that purpose. Here you may
see fluttering in the breeze the Union Jack of Old England, and
there a piece of old chudder perfuming the air. At one place,
may be seen innumerable flags of all shapes and gaudy colours
glittering in the sun-beams—at another, more humble masts
adorned, some with a piece of mat, others with a basket, and
others with an earthen pot, a pumpkin or a wisp of straw, in fact
every imaginable thing under the sun. When it is low water,
the boats lie high and dry on the shore, and the filth and stench
is intolerable, if one happens to be cooped up in the midst of this
fleet ; again when the tide makes, they are set a-float, and begin
to thump and bump against each other as if they were infuriated
animals determined on each other’s destruction. Let those who
may visit the Meld be careful to anchor their boats at a distance
from the rest of the fleet, otherwise they may expect little rest
or comfort.

Beyond the boats and along the strand, is the fair consisting
of merchants’ tents and the booths of the pilgrims.

The booths are of all sizes, shapes and descriptions ; some are
made with four bamboos, covered with a common darm4, others
again are covered with a piece of cloth, and others are common
tents, adorned with variegated coloured cloths, and a variety of
ornaments. Walking along the narrow streets of this cloth built
market, we found the shops well stocked with all kinds of goods
such as are usually found in Indian fairs, varying from the hums-
ble two pice darmd, to the high-priced muslin of Dacca, and the
shawls of Cashmere, as well as the hardwares of Manchester.
On the north side of the fair were to be seen the ruins of the
ancient temple of Kupil Muni, an emblem of the fallen great-
ness of Hinduism. The temple has within the last few years
been completely washed away by the sea ; there does not indeed
now remain oune stone upon another.. The foundations of the
building however can be traced, and it is evident from these, as
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well as from the immense quantity of red sandstone and brick
which lie strewed on the shore, that the temple was cxten-
sive and could vie in greatness with the more celebrated fanes
of Hinduism. The idol, however, has been removed, and is locat-
ed in a small-sized quadrangular building, about 200 yards in-
shore, from the ancient temple. This building was reared by the
piety or rather vanity of one of our Calcutta millionairs. It isa
plain unadorned building of a quadrangular form, somewhat re-
sembling a modern godown, about twenty-six feet, by fourteen.
The whole appearance of the place is mean, and impresses the
mind with the idea that the babu wished to do something for a
name, but had not the heart to do much for his religion. The
aspect of the modern house (for temple it cannot be well called,
although for convenience sake we shall so call it,) and the gran-
deur of the former, are each of them fit representatives of the
past and present state of Hinduism.

From the latter, it is evident that Hinduism had a powerful
hold of the popular mind, so* much so that the rijis and babus
of the olden times vied with each other in doing honor to the
fanes and shrines of their gods, and rishis, they spared no pains
and grudged no money in adorning and beautifying their tem-
ples. From the aspect of the latter, it is equally apparent that
Hinduism has lost its hold of the people, especially of those
who have any pretensions to education, it is indeed fast hasten-
ing to its destruction. Our modern bibus, though still profess-
ing the religion of their fathers, have but little heart in the mat-
ter, as is evident from the decayed and decaying temples to be
everywhere met with. Though much richer than their ancestors,
they have little inclination to spend any of their substance in
re-building their ancient temples.

The ancient temple of Kupil Muni, and the modern dwelling
place of the sage are unmistakeable evidences of what Hinduism
is, and what it was. Around the locality of the temple are erect-
ed the booths of the pilgrims, here they are gathered together in’
parties of from ten to thirty men, women and children, huddled
together. The great majority of the pilgrims are women, com-
paratively speaking very few of them are of the male sex. There
are indeed a large number of males in the Mela, but these are
the merchants and dealers, whom this large concourse of people
has drawn here, and brahmans who derive a no less lucrative
trade than the venders of less spiritual wares. Approaching the
temple, a large number of women are seen hasting to a filthy
stagnant tank on the right, this is the Sit'{x Kunda, the _sacred
tank ; here they plunge and jump about like buffaloes in the
mud,—ever and anon they thrust their hands down to the bot-
tom of the muddy pool, for it is not abovc three fect in depth,
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and bring up pebbles or little pieces of brick. The particular
object of hathing in this tank is to procure the blessing of chil-
dren, and the probability of success is indicated by the number
of pebbles fished up from the bottom of the pool. As we ap-
proached the temple, we had to wind our way among the stands
of gods, of all sorts and sizes. Each has a small spot about
three feet square cleared on the grass, attended by his officiat-
ing priest, who may be heard recounting the merits of his par-
ticular idol, and using every means to attract the attention of
the pilgrims. The less knowing, or it may be the more superstiti-
ous among these, visit each one of these shrines, and make their
offerings in their progress towards the temple, and if they be
not wealthy, or do not take care to husband well their resources,
they will have little left to bestow upon Kupil Muni by the time
they reach him. As the Muni is the principal object of venera-
tion, crowds of females continue visiting him all the day. They
approach him with great reverence, and prostrate themselves on
the ground several times before entering the temple. Here
stands the idol, an evidence of departed glory. It is a piece of
red sand-stone about four feet high, which at one time probably
made some approach to the human form, but the hand of time
has passed over it so rudely, that nose, ears, and eyes are almost
entirely effaced, and the religious devotee is left to imagine where
these features once existed.

At his side stands a figure meant to represent the stolen horse.
It is made of the same material as the sage, and time has been
no less destructive to the steed than to the Muni : the original
sculptor evidently did not do the same justice to the animal,
which he did to the man. If we can suppose a horse split
longitudinally, that is from head to tail, we may have some
idea of the celebrated sacrificial horse represented at Sigar, for
the dilapidated horse now seen, makes some approach to such a
figure. These are the principal figures of the group, but besides
these there are Hanumén, the monkey god, and others of inferior
note. But look a little behind the Muni, and you will see a
figure which is neither divine nor motionless. There sits the
Mahanta, or great high priest of the Meli, with a heup of
silver and copper coins before him, which is strangely increas-
ing in bulk as the crowds pass along. This is his harvest, see
how he scouls at that poor creature, as with trembling steps she
approaches this compound of arrogance, ignorance,and meanness;
poor woman she can only add a few pice to his treasure ; look
again how he smiles and fawns upon that respectably dressed
female, as her silver rings in his coffers with music sweeter far
than the bulbul’s song or the syamé’s whistle. The Mahanta
is a cleaver fellow ; he is wide awake, and can do several things
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at the same time. He serves the god, attends to his heap of
silver, watches the sums each puts in, and at the samc time
looks with lynx-eyes after his attendants, who are gathering the
smaller offerings on the out-side of the temple, lest they al;pro-
priate any of the proceeds to their own purpose.

From the temple let us follow the pilgrims to the principal
bathing place situated at the southern extremity of the Mels.
The pilgrims, in order to reach the sacred spot where the holy
ablutions are performed, have to walk from one extremity of
the Meld to the other, and as the great majority of them are
females, it is no easy achievement for them to push their way
through the noisy and jostling crowd of shop-keepers, bazar
men of all descriptions, buyers and sellers, sanydsis, mounte-
banks, musicians and dancers. Arrived at the spot however, in
much trepidation, and with bruises not a few, they proceed in
lines of six or ten, holding each other’s hands, and walk to a con-
venient distance into the sea. A brahman generally leads the
way, and while he repeats the appropriate mantras, the women,
every now and then, taking the signal from him, duck themselves
under the briny wave. Having repeated this several times,
they return to the shore, and spend the rest of the day gene-
rally in making their bargains in the fair, or scolding the ven-
ders, or each other with heart and goodwill.

The ablutions are not always performed with the same pomp
and circumstance. In yonder part of the strand, see those four or
five poor females, who probably never saw the sea before, walking
into the wave with timid steps and palpitating hearts ; no brahman
attends them, their circumstances probably are too straightened
to reward his priestly services. See how each carries a fresh cocoa-.
nut in her trembling hand, this is an offering to the god of the
ocean.* But the moment she drops it into the water, the Bengali
cormorants who are watching her movements with vulture eyes,
carry it away and sell it to some other deluded creature, who in
like manner offers it to her idol god, and hence the same cocoa-nut
may be offered a dozen of times by different parties in the same
day. Old Neptune we are assured wouldnot like to be thus depriv-
ed of his rights, but the Hindus, without any qualms of conscience
cheat their gods in their most sacred acts, the fact is that they
are swayed by a more potent deity, that is lucre. We witness-
ed scenes more ludicrous than even this ; sometimes the cocoa-
nut was snatched out of the hands of the trembling pilgrim,
and made away with, ere she had time to drop it into the sea.

Proceeding homewards or rather to their tents, the pilgrims
encounter several classes of religious mendicants. The first

¢ Formerly they were in the habit of throwing their children’into the sea,
but this species of child-murder was put a stop to by the Marquis Wellesley.
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are those who spread parallel lines of dirty rags along the
path 5 through this strect of rags, the pilgrim must pass, and as
she goes along, she puts a handful of rice in each rag, this is
quickly gathered up, sent to another part of the fair and sold
to others, who in their turn perform the same ceremony, so
that in the course of the day, a considerable booty is thus ob-
tained. As they pass on, they are met by a host of sanyasis,
grouped together in different enclosures or stalls. In one place
there are the sanydsis from Nepil, in another, those from the
Punjab, in another, those from Urissa, and in another, those
from Assam, and in fact from all parts of the country, so that
no pilgrim lacks a suitable opportunity of bestowing her largess
in the way most agreeable to her own feelings. These san-
yisis are a set of idle, strong-bodied mendicants, they are
almost in a state of nudity, and resort to every kind of trick
to draw pice out of the pockets of the pilgrims. At one place
among these religious vagrants, you see a black-faced monkey
who attracts the populace by his antics ; at another, the object
of attraction is a little god about the size of one’s thumb, raised
on an elevated pedestal with a gorgeous canopy of embroidered
cloth over his head ; and at a third anaked sanyési gazing, with-
out moving a muscle, at a charcoal fire which is placed before
him ; and a variety of other contrivances too odious to enume-
rate. But when all these contrivances fail to elicit the dona-
tions they expect, they proceed to violence, and beat the poor
pilgrims most unmercifully ; and this, according to Hinduism, is
called religion ; and these are the holy men whom their Purins
praise as next in dignity to their gods; has not the god
of this world blinded the eyes of them that believe not? It
would weary our readers did we but enumerate the many
classes of religious mendicants that are to be found at the
Mel4, suffice it to say that the pilgrims are well fleeced ere
they reach their homes.

It was sabbath morning when we reached the scene, how
unlike a Christian sabbath! The hum of thousands of human
voices sounded in the distance like the noise of troubled waters
dashed against a rugged shore. We however landed, and pro-
ceeded to the heart of the Mel4, and having selected a convenient
spot, erected our booth, began to preach to the multitude, Christ
and his cross as the only way of salvation. A studied continu-
ous discourse would be quite out of place on such an occasion,
the plan we adopted, and which we found to be most likely to do
good, was, when we gathered a few people in front of our tent,
to speak to them in the plainest manner possible on some of the
first principles of the Gospel,—such as the depravity of man ;
the necessity of holiness of heart ; the nature, character and work

Y 2



164 A Visit to the Gangd Sdgar Meld. [(MARrcu,

of Christ; the sin of idolatry, and the incfficiency and folly of
mere ceremonial observances, and such like subjects. And after
having spoken on some one of these subjects for about twenty
minutes, we distributed appropriate tracts, and waited till the
assembly had dispersed and another had collected, and then
proceeded as before. We continued thus preaching and dis-
tributing tracts till near 4 ». M. The same process was repeat-
ed during the three days of the Mel4; the people were very
attentive and apparently interested. Many truths were thus
heard by those who probably never heard the gospel before, and
thousands of tracts were distributed ; may the Lord the Spirit
make the seed thus sown redound to the praise of his glory.

On the following night, after the labours of the day, we walked
through the Meld. It was a beautiful night, the full-moon cast
her silvery light over the scene, and many bright lamps illumin-
ed the tented shore. The temple was lighted up with innumera-
ble lamps and torches,—the crowd of people hurrying in and out,
the clangor of gongs, the beating of drums, the trumpet sounds
of an hundred conchs, mingled with the wailings of women,
and the shout of the multitude, and the glitterings of blue lights
that emitted a sulphurous stench, made the whole scene look
like a very pandemonium.

Leaving this sickening scene, we wended our way to the
other extremity of the fair, towards the sacred bathing place.
There we saw a few solitary beings surrounding a funeral pile,
which blazed and cracked as if eager to devour its prey. It was
the funeral pile of an aged female, 110 years old, as we were
told. The burning embers were tended by her son, grandson
and great-grandson. They did not weep, nor did they express
any sorrow ; on the contrary, their countenances were lit up
with a gleam of joy. Their progenitor had lived to a good old
age, she died at the most auspicious time,—at the time of the
fullmoon, on the most auspicious day,—the principal day of
the Mel4, and at the most sacred spot,—Ganga Sigar. What
more could they want? her happiness was complete, and these
concurring circumstances would cause them to be regarded
by their neighbours as a highly favoured family. Alas, how
sottish is the human mind, and how blinding is the influence of
idolatry! We returned to our boat depressed and sorrowful,
and found our consolation in pouring out our hearts in prayer to
the God of all mercy, on behalf of deluded and idolatrous India.

The next day, being the last day of the bathing festival, a
number of pilgrims who had been detained on their journey, or
started too late from their homes, arrived at the Mel4, and with
more haste than ceremony plunged themselves into the sacred
wave. This unseemly haste however was excusable, for had they
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not succeeded in hathing before noon, there would be no virtue,
according to the shistras, in their ablutions. Among those who
arrived this day, was Len4 Singh, the Sikh Sardir, and his reti-
nue. His pinnace was decked out with gaudy colors, and the
Sardar himself was seated alone on an elevated platform on
deck. From this elevated position he had a commanding view
of all parts of the Mel4, and what was more gratifying doubt-
less, the people gazed upon him from afar, as his pinnace slowly
glided along the shore. Len4 Singh and his followers distribut-
ed large sums of money in the Mel4d; the sanyésis and religious
mendicants reaped a large harvest, for it was said that he gave
away in one day about 10,000 Rupees. It struck us as far from
being politic in the Government to allow the Sikh Sardar, at-
tended by such a large number of his countrymen, to roam at
large at such a crisis. A rumour had been spread in the Mela
that the Sikhs had crossed the Sutledge, repulsed our armies
and were marching upon Calcutta, and the arrival of the sardar
in pomp and state with his numerous train of Sikh followers
was regarded as a confirmation of the correctness of this ru-
mour :—the effect was far from favourable to the British Govern-
ment. As we had determined to leave by the afternoon, we
were anxious to distribute our books as widely as we could ; we
therefore walked through the fair, visited the shops and booths
of the pilgrims, and gave away a large number of tracts and
gospels. We were well received by the people. We made a
point of trying to give some of our tracts to the fernales. At
first, they were rather shy and seemed to suspect us : but after a
while, when they perceived that we could speak their language
so fluently, and that we were acquainted with their customs #nd
habits of thought, they became less timid, and thankfully
received our books. A great point was thus gained, for althongh
but few of them can read, they will take better care of the
books than the men. They will take them home and shew them
to their friends and children, who will be induced to learn to
read in order to know the contents of the books which were
found at Gangi Sigar ; they will be preserved as a treasure, and
handed down as an heir-loom to their children, and we doubt
not will in many instances be made by the blessing of God, the
means of leading some to inquire after the truth as it is in Jesus.

After distributing our gospels and tracts, we all met together
in one tent, and as we mustered a sufficient number to make a
small Christian assembly, it was agreed that we should join toge-
ther in Christian worship ere we left the Meld. There were five
Missionaries, and about eight native Christians. We united
together in singing the praises of God our Saviour, when one
of our number engaged in prayer in the Bengdli language. We
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were surrounded by a large concourse of people, among whom
we observed several brahmans and sanyésis,  The people were
very quiet and attentive, and seemed impressed with the solem-
nity of the scene ; they were at least struck with the order and
propriety of our mode of worship, compared with the noisc,
indecency and levity, which characterise their pdjas. After thus
uniting together in praising God publicly amidst the very scene
where Satan held his sway, and the people revelled in idolatry,
we returned to our boats, thankful that the Lord had given so
good an opportunity of making known his Word to so many
thousands of immortal beings, and of distributing it so ex-
tensively. The great day alone will reveal the results of our
visit to Gangéd Sagar Mel4.
3.

I1.—The Address of the London Provisional Committee of the
proposed < Evangelical Alliance.”

Our readers are already acquainted with the fact, that a
grand and effective meeting on behalf of CarisTIAN UnIiON
was held at Liverpool, in the month of October last. The re-
sults of that Conference were unexpectedly successful in ap-
proaching towards the great end in view ; as was manifested in
the number of denominations individually represented, and in the
series of resolutions to which all the representatives unitedly
camme. The grand object more immediately aimed at was the
formation of a Catholic ¢ EvaANGELICAL ALLIANCE,” not of
Churches, as such, but of members of ell Christian Churches :
for ends, and in relationships hereinafter to be explained.
Committees were appointed, out of the body of the Conference,
for Liverpool, London, Edinburgh and Dublin, with power to
add to their numbers—to promote arrangements, for the as-
sembling of a great Evangelical Meeting in the English Metro-
polis, some time during the course of next summer, or autumn.
Meanwhile, the London Committee has published the following
very excellent address, explanatory and promotive of the
whole matter. It is drawn up by the Rev. James Hamilton, of
the Scottish Church, London—one who has done much to pro-
mote the great cause of Christian Union, and whose very style
seems to possess a unitive attraction.

We heartily commend this interesting and spiritual Circular
to the attention of our Indian readers: and may the Spirit of
Love descend on them whilst they read!
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TO THOBE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WHO LOVE THE LORD JESUS IN
SINCERITY.

The Church of Christ has all along been one. It is made up of all
those, and only those, who in every place, and of every party, believe on
the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, and obey him as their Sovereign. One
life pervades the whole band of discipleship,—that life of which the re-
generating Spirit is the source ; so that they are vitally one. And in the
eye of Omniscience one prevailing character marks them all,—a charac-
ter predominating over all singularities of creed, and peculiarities of tem-
per and practice,—the all-absorbing feature of oneness with Christ. Vi-
tally one, viewed from the highest of all standing points, they are visi-
bly one.

);Xnd there was once a time when nothing was more notorious than the
Church’s unity. From no peculiar garb, from no studious uniformity,
but from the warmth of their affections and the depth of their sympa-
thies, so obvious was their oneness that mere onlookers said, ¢ Behold
these Christians, how they love one another”” Filled with the Holy
Ghost, “the multitude of believers were of one heart and of one soul.””*

But these days have passed away, and for ages a divided Church has
been the lamentation of the holiest men ; and the healing of its divisions
has been the anxious problem of many of the Church’s wisest members.
Various schemes have been suggested. Some have sought the remedy
in vigorous legislation. They have recommended as the cure of discord
ageneral council, followed up by the edicts of kings and emperors. They
have said, * Let the most learned divines assemble and determine the
true theology ; and then let the rulers of the land enforce it. Let royal
proclamation or act of Parliament enjoin one creed, one worship, and
one polity throughout the country, and then we shall have unity.” And
it is with this view that the decrees of councils have so often been en-
forced by civil law, and that dissent from the legalised religion has so
often been made a crime forbidden by the statute, and punished by the
judge. But another and milder class,—aware that compulsion is not
concord, and that a forced concession is not faith,—have tried another
plan. They have taken up the points of difference, and have defined,
and explained, and distinguished, and have attempted to show that, af-
ter all, there is no diversity, but that Lutherans and Calvinists, and Ar-
minians, mean the same thing, though they have an unfortunate way of
expressing their mutual harmony ; orif there really be some discrepancy,
it 1s so slight that they might well consent to split the difference. On
this system Richard Baxter tried to reconcile the advocates of a limited
and universal atonement, and Archbishop Ussher sought to unite the
opposing forms of Episcopacy and Presbytery. But the usual upshot
of these eclectic efforts is a new division, and the vie media proves avia
tertia. 'The difference is split, but the division is not healed. Another
and an increasing class have, therefore, felt that Christian concord ean
never be effected by civil compulsion on the one hand, nor by a scheme
of giving and taking on the other. They feel that Christian union is an
affair of neither legislation nor logic ; but, as in the beginning, must be

* Acts, iv, 32.
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the result of love. Intclligent cnongh to distinguish the ontward dif-
ferences of his brethren, but perspicacious enough, through all peeuli-
arities, to discover their vital :dentity,—magnanimous enough to over-
look much that he may reckon odd or erroneous for the sake of more
that he deems noble and right,—full of that rcgenerate instinet which
loves the Saviour’s image more than his own fac-simile, and shining in
these holy beauties which win each Christian heart,—so amiable as to
make his fellowship an object of desire, so cordial and catholic that he
rejoices to give it, but withal so loyal to the truth, and so explicit in his
conduct, that he can give it, without suspicion of his personal soundness,
—a style of Christianity far above that truncated sectarianism which, to
fix it in the cham of orthodoxy, has nothing but on the one side the hook
of rigid opinionativeness, and on the other the eye of some iron article,
—he is the complete and right-hearted disciple, and his the true attitude
for union, who lays the warm hand of affection on one, and holds out
the pure hand of attraction to another. In healing the dissensions of a
divided Church, legislation will fail, and logic will fail, but Love will
never fail.

For years there has existed, in almost all quarters of Christendom, a
strong desire to draw more closcly together, and to show in some overt
and signal way, the actual oneness of the body of Christ. Both on the
Continent, and in America, and England, much has been written to clear
away difficulties, and expedite the issue. Repeated meetings have been
held—not only to explain the truth, but to exhibit it ; and whatever
other effect the great assemblage of June 1, 1843, may have produced,
it at least helped.all present to understand the blessed oneness and joy-
ful worship of the Upper Sanctuary. Not only was the name of Jesus
so predominant that every other name was forgotten, but He himself
was so sensibly near, that no disciple could then and there have felt it
difficult to die. That London meeting was followed up in Dublin, and
elsewhere ; and in the various forms of a dull discomfort at the present
state of true religion, or a vehement yearning after better acquaintance
and closer alliance with other Christians, or an intelligent perception of
the mighty results likely to follow a large embodiment and striking ma-
nifestation of Christian oneness, the union-spirit has been widely spread-
ing. Last autumn, after many prayers and communings among them-
selves, ministers and members of seven denominations in Secotland issu-
ed a circular, inviting their friends in England and Ireland to a Confer-
ence at Liverpool, on the first day of the bygone October. Though
many most appropriate individuals, and even denominations, were unin-
tentionally omitted in sending round the invitation, and many, whose
hearts were in it, forbore to attend till they should see what form the
movement took, upwards of two hundred attended,—representing the
talent, zeal, and piety, of seventeen of the largest phristian Societies in
the empire. To enumerate the names, illustrious in the history of mo-
dern evangelism, there assembled, or to describe the heart-melting, the
brotherly kindness, and mutual confidence, the devotional enlargement
and sacred joy of these ever to be remembered days, is not the object
of this address. It must suffice to say, that the Lord was with us of a
truth, and that, after ample consultation and prayer, it was resolved to
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convene a ore extensive meeting in London next June, to which Chris-
tians from all parts of the world, shall be invited. It was agreed that
the persons invited to this great Conference should be persons holding
what are usually understood to be evangelical views regarding such im-
portant doctrines as,— .

1. The Divine inspiration, authority, and sufficiency of Holy Serip-
ture.

“II. The unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity of Persons therein.

“JII1. The utter depravity of human nature, in consequence of the
fall.

«IV. The incarnation of the Son of God, and his work of atonement
for sinners of mankind.

V. The justification of the sinner by faith alone.

“VI. The work of the Holy Spirit in the conversion and sanctifica-
tion of the sinner.

* VII. The right and the duty of private judgment in the interpre-
tation of Holy Scripture.

“VIII. The Divine institution of the Christian ministry, and the
authority and perpetuity of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper.”

ftp was, amongst other suggestions, agreed to recommend to this Con-
ference of ecumenical evangelism, the formation of an institution to be
called the Evangelical Alliance, for carrying out the objects included in
Christian Union.

In fulfilment of a duty devolved on them at the Liverpool Confer-
ence, the London branch of the Provisional Committee have issued this
brief address, in order to convey to their brethren a general idea of the
principles on which it is proposed to establish the intended alliance,
and to mention some of the objects which it might hopefully seek. And
to prevent misconceptions, it may be well to state in the outset some of
the things which it is not, and at which it does not aim.

1. The proposed alliance asks no surrender of conscientious convic-
tion, There is nothing which a good man values more than his reli-
gious belief. There are some things which it may cost him an eflort
to abandon, and some things which may cost him little. He may be
called on to part with his money, and may be able to tell it down, and
hand it over to its new possessor without a moment’s pang, or the most
secret murmur. He may be constrained to part with some object of en-
deared affection, and may feel that in its vanishing his better and hap-
pier self has gone away; but when he feels that the Lord hath taken
it, he feels a mournful blessedness, a sublime self-abdication, in letting
it go. And he may be forced to surrender some memorial of distant
affection or departed friendship; and however brawny the arm which
wrings it from his grasp, he almost feels that there is a sacrilege in not
letting life go with it. But in all these cases, at the worst they are the
natural feelings which are wounded ; the conscience remains unhurt.
It is far otherwise, however, when a man is called to abandon a truth
which his Saviour has taught him to believe, or a duty which his Savi-
our has taught him to practice. The matter may be minute, but if he
believes it to be his Saviour’s will, he cannot sacrifice it without a dis~
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mal sense of delinquency. He feels that he is atraitor. His conscience
is lacerated at the moment ; and even should the deadly wound be heal-
ed,—should he contrive to argue or cajole himself into subsequent self-
complacency, the scar of such a wound, by making conscience more cal-
lous, leaves his religious vitality less. Heuce many went to the Liver-
pool Conference with a painful misgiving. They felt that if, in order
to union, they must surrender an iota of what they believed to be the
trath in Jesus, they could not purchase even so great a blessing at such
a perilous price. Looking over all the tenets in their creed, they could
not find one so mite-like that they dared to buy even union with it.
And in this they were right, for there is not a tenet in the faith once
delivered to the saints so insignificant, but some saint has thought it
worth while to be a martyr for it. :

But such apprehensions were entirely chimerical. The Conference
was no conspiracy to inveigle the members into a sanction of each other’s
opinions, or into a surrender of their own. No man was asked to leave
his peculiarities outside the door: and it was not the fault of the Con-
ference if each did not carry back to Loudon and Leeds, to Dublin and
Edinburgh, all the theology which he brought to Liverpool.

It was felt and allowed that important diversities of sentiment exist
among those who give every evidence of sincere discipleship : and it was
also felt that it would be a happy day which witnessed the meeting of
these diversities into a blessed unanimity. But then it was equally ac-
knowledged that some other things must first be effected, and it was for
one of these anterior things that the Conference had now assembled.
It was not met for the discussion of dogmas, but for the diffusion of
brotherly love. It was not to sit as a reconciler of conflicting sentiments,
but as the restorer of ancient affections. It did not arbitrate denomi-
national differences, but it sought the outlet and increase of Christian
charity. It rejoiced to find that the points were many and momentous
on which all present agreed : but it neither said that the points on which
they dissented were trivial, nor that these disagreements conld be dis-
cussed and settled there. It allowed that all the members might be
equally sincere in their creed, and honest in their peculiarities : and not
wishing any man to abandon his convictions till he could abandon them
conscientiously, it left all to keep intact and inviolate their respective
opinions, till the flow of mutual love had increased their common Chris-
tianity.

2. But more than this: the Evangelical Alliance aske no one to con-
ceal his religious convictions. A lover of truth loves to proclaim it.
When he finds it, he calls his friends and neighbours to rejoice with
him. He invites them to share it with him; and to bid him be silent,
is to bid him be selfish. But if it really be truth which the man has
discovered, and if it really be philanthropy which makes him proclaim
it, he will not roar his Eureka like a ravening lion, nor sound his trum-
pet like a self-exhibiting Pharisee. T'ruth, as the gospel conveys it, is
benignant and mellowing ; and the man who finds it in_joy will speak
it in love. He will also speak it at right times and right places, and
in tones whose intensity shall bear some proportion to the intrinsic worth
of the subject. But with such provisos,—provisos which the Christian
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wisdom of many has already suggested to themsclves,—the Evangelical
Alliance would concede to all who hold in common vital truth, the ut-
most freedom of discourse. As it asks no man to surrender an iota of
his creed, so it would ask no man to abate by a single atom his Chris-
tian ¢ liberty of prophecying.” As it is not a union of denominations,
50 neither is it a silencing of particular testimonies.

3. After this we need scarcely add, that the Evangelical Alliance does
not ask any cessation of denominational effort, nor demand of any com-
munity to suspend its attempts at ecclesiastical development. Just as
every individual disciple is in constant danger of seeking his own things
more than the things of Jesus Christ, so every Christian society incurs
the same hazard; and whether they be individuals or societies, they
cease to be in a wholesome state when their own things become dearer
than the Church of Christ and its wide interests. It 1s a sad inversion
of the apostolic spirit when the transference of a conspicuous proselyte
from one section of the Church to another, is a source of higher exulta-
tion than the accession to the Church of the saved,—of some notorious
sinner from an ungodly world. The one event excites rapture in hea-
ven; perhaps the other is too trivial to attract any notice there. Still
there is a limit within which denominational zeal might be innocent and
even salutary. In civil society we have often witnessed an honest rivalry
between different families,—a strife who should count up the largest list
of worthies, and send out into the commonwealth the goodliest band of
brave, or patriotic, or learned sons ; and this competition occasioned no
heart-burnings and no bloodshed,—nothing but a higher style of family
nobility. Would to God that the different clans and families in the
Saviour’s kingdom had the same loyalty and patriotism ; and instead of
wasting their strength in mutual extermination, were striving who should
send out the noblest missions and the most devoted ministers,—who
should produce the holiest people and the most numerous econverts,—
who should supply the largest contribution to the common Christianity,
aud achieve the greatest services for the common Saviour! To do this,
the perfecting of denominational machinery, and the development of
denominational resources, right be needful ; but there would be no need
to demolish our neighbour’s implements, or abstract our neighbour’s
-workmen. There need be no breaking into each other’s fold, so long
.as there are so many sheep in the wilderness; and there need be no
strife between the herdsmen, so long as each may dig his own well, and
write over it REHOBOTH.

But it is time now to be telling what the Evangelical Alliance actual-
1y is, and what is its absolute aim.

The objects of the Alliance are—

1. To promote a closer intercourse and warmer affection among the
people of God now scattered abroad.

2. To exhibit before the world the actual oneness of the Church of
Christ.

3. To adopt united measures for the defence and extension of the
.common Christienity. In other words, MUTUAL AFFECTION, MANI-
FESTED UNITY, and COMMON MEASURES, are the one, though. tripar-
tite, object of the Evangelical Alliance.

z 2
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1. The Evangelical Alliance seeks to extend and strengthen the mu-
tual affection of the people of God, irrespective of the eountrics where
they dwell, and the communities to which they belong. This object is
specific, and of itself sufficiently importaut to merit all the effort.” Love
to the brethren is as much a duty as sobriety or the sanctification of
the Sabbath, and it is a duty much forgotten. If it be worth while to
form societies for the better observance of the fourth commandment or
the sixth, it is surcly as legitimate, and at the present moment as need-
ful, to establish one for the better observance of Christ’s personal com-
mandment. “ A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one
another.” And though the Alliance should turn out nothing more than
a Peace Society for Christendom,—a society for softening asperities,
and for healing deadly feuds between individual disciples,—it would ac-
complish a sufficient end,—one which would identify it with the Prince
of Peace, and serve its heir to the seventh beatitude.

So precious are kindness, and confidence, and mutual endearment,
that the intercourse of secular life is chiefly an effort to secure them.
The visits of neighbours to one another—their friendly meetings and
fireside communings—are an acknowledgment that love is a pearl of
great price; and, although the genuine pearl cannot be found in the
field of secular society, it is well worthy of the most wistful search. The
meetings of learned men,—their literary re-unions and scientific con-
versazioni,—imply not only that their frequenters are the devotees of
science, but that their ardour for discovery has given them an affinity
for one another. They are not content to read the researches of their
brethren—the dry results—in the transactions of their several Socie-
ties ; but they long to see their associates face to face. And if Chris-
tians had as much brotherly love as worldly men have neighbourly kind-
ness,—if they had as much zeal for Christianity as our philosophers
have zeal for chemistry or natural history,—they would long to find
themselves in one another’s company ; and though they might differ on
some questions of detail, like two astronomers on opposite sides of the
nebular hypothesis, but on the same side of the Newtonian theory, their
large agreement and common ultimatum would make it a happy meet-
ing, and supply materials for animated and long-remembered inter-
course. And if at this moment there are Christians so cold to Chris-
tianity, or so shy of one another, that they had rather never meet, _it is
an urgent reason for their coming together without Jonger loss of time.
Nothing will s0 soon banish from their fancies the printed phantom, as
a sight of the living saint. L .

The Evangelical Alliance will therefore seek to “ cherish in the vari-
ous branches of the Church of Christ, the spirit of brotherly love, and
will open and maintain, by correspondence and otherwise, fraternal in-
tercourse between all parts of the Christian world.” Evangelic Chris-
tendom is at this moment in the predicament of a country which has
suffered from repeated shocks of an earthquake. In its territory there
are many flaws and fissures, but the great gulfs are few. So narrow
are some of the separations, that they would long since have healed ;
the crevices would, of their own accord, have closed, had not party zeal
driven down its wedges to make the gap perpetual ; and even where the
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chasms are widest, they are not so wide but a lofty intellect or a loving
spirit might ensily cross them. The real barrier to intercourse is not
the breadth of divisions, but the bitterness of controversy. It is not
the separateness of the Church’s different portions, but the sectarianism
of the separate,—it is the rancour of debate, the personal malignity,
the odium theologicum, which, if not the grand perpetuation of party, is
the stronghold of bigotry, and the great obstacle to Christian inter-
course. Lt is this which forces into the narrow clefts the billets which
shall keep them for ever open. It is this which plants its sentinels
along the obscure boundary, to prevent uninstructed feet fromn overstep-
ping it. It is this which seizes the gangways which conciliation or mag-
nanimity has thrown across the wider rents, and hurls them indignant
down into the deep. And it is this which flings from its Tarpeian rock
the traitors who have been detected paying friendly visits beyond the
interdicted line.

Now, controversy may for the present be needful ; but there never
will be need for its rancour. We may have all its victories without its
virulence,—all its truths without its personal tragedies ; and that will
be the most wholesome state of the Church when discussions wax kind-
ly, and controversies are conducted in the spirit, not of party feuds, but
of friendly investigations. Iron sharpens iron; aud the day may come
when, like honest experimenters in physic, earnest inquirers in theology
will employ their respective acumen, not in perplexing one another, but
in pursuing joint researches, and will find their full reward, not in a
bewildered public, but in a debate concluded, and a weary question for
ever set at rest.

Dear brethren,—The Evangelical Alliance is primarily a Society for
the increase and diffusion of Christian love. Love is a noble grace, and
any pains expended in fostering and spreading it will be well bestowed.
The magnanimity which bears the infirmities of the weak, the charity
which receives one another as Christ also received us, the considerate-
ness which denies itself and pleases a neighbour for his good, the love
““ which beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en-
dureth all things,” #kis love is as rare as it is Christ-like—as difficult
as it is divine. To our proud carnality there may be something more
commanding in the boisterous and belligerent attributes ; but to a sanc-
tified apprehension there is something more sublime in his brave chanty
who quells a feud, or subdues his own offended spirit. He may be a
valiant man who points the gun in the hour of battle ; but he is a bolder
man who lifts the shell from the crowded deck, and flings it hissing
into the surge. He may be a valiant spirit who, muzzle to muzzle, plies
his roaring artillery on a belaboured and reluctant church, and waves
his victorious stump as he sees the hostile flag come down; but he is
the truest hero who, espying an explosive mischief on the deck,—a
bhomb fraught with foolish questions and logomachies,—contrives to
pitch it timely overboard. There may be something august in the dark
thunder-cloud, as it frowns and grumbles over quaking fields ; but there
is something mightier and more wondrous in the lightning-rod which is

radually stealing from that cloud its fiery elements, and converting its
Eingy wrath into harmless vapour. And there is something command-
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ing in the flashing zeal and muttering orthodoxy of the surcharged dis-
putant,—something that calls a rueful attention to himself in the wiltul
spirit, as he heaves his lowering bulk between a happy chureh and the
smiling firmament ; but there 1s something nobler in that wise and
quict spirit,—that lightning-rod, whose gentle interference, and noise-
less operation, are drawing off the angry sparkles, and thinning the
gloomy mischief into azure and day-light again. And there may be
grandeur in the hail-storm which hurls its icy Loulders over a dismant-
led province,—which strews the battered sod with dead birds and drag-
gled branches, and leaves the forest a grisly waste of riven trunks and
leafless antlers. But who does not rather bless the benignant rain, as it
comes tenderly down on the mown grass, or the rainbow as it melts in
fragrant drops and glowing flowers, and then, from grateful fields and
laughing hills, glides back into its parent sun? Even so, there may a
terrible 1mportance attend the rattling zealot, who sends a storm of frozen
dogmas through Christendom, or through his particular society, and
leaves it a desolation,—who certainly kills some weeds, but demolishes
each radiant flower, and annihilates the season’s crop. Yet who does
not rather pray that his may be the brotherly kindness which dissolves
in mild enchantment on sullen natures, and in genial invigoration on
such as are drooping or dying,—a trausforming love like His whose
calm descending 1s forthwith followed by the flourishing of righteous-
ness and the abundance of peace ?

II. A second object of the Evangelical Alliance is to manifest the
large -agreement which actnally subsists between the genuine members
of the Church of Christ,—rviz., to exhibit, as far as possible, the exist-
ing oneness of the Christian Church., It may sometimes be a mere pre-
text for carelessness, but we believe it is often a real stumbling-block to
-earnestness, that Christians are so divided,—and though it may be very
just to argue that amid all this diversity there is an actual identity, 1t
would be more convenient to exhibit it. The Communion of Saints is
a tenet In every creed, and a matter of regenerate consciousness with
every Christian ; but to a worldly man it is a thing so recondite, an affair
of such delicate induction, and contradicted by so many appearances,
that he may well be excused for overlookingit. As a source of comfort
to Christians, ‘this latent unity is valuable; but, before it can become
an argument and an element of influence on those who are wit‘hout, this
latent unity must be made obvious and palpable, and,. if possible, noto-
rious. :

And does not this unity exist? Independently of the outward cha-
racter which they exhibit, are there not certain great facts which all
Christians credit, and certain feelings which all Christians share in com-
mon! That the Bible is the word of God,—that our earth was visited
eighteen centuries ago by the Son of God incarnate,—that in his suffer-
ings and death He effected an atonement for sinners of mankind,—that
this atonement is available to the entire and instant justification of the
sinner who believes in Jesus,—that Christ now lives and reigns the
Head of his ransomed Church,—and that the Holy Spirit is sent forth
into the world to convince of sin, and to conduct souls to the Saviour,
and to sanctify the children of God: truths like these every Christian
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credits. There may be favourite ways of stating them, and there may
be different ways of systematising and arranging them ; but there is no
variance as to their revealed reality and historic verity ; they are facts
which have the suffrage of consenting Christendom. And even so there
are certain feelings which distinguish the whole family of the faithful,—
complacency in the revealed character of the living God, love to His
holy law, hatred of sin, a desire to do their heavenly Father’s will and
possess His conscious favour, zeal for His honour, love to His people,
and delight in His worship. These affections, whether constant or in-
termitting, whether vivid or more vague, every disciple of Jesus knows
them. Every man is a Christian who rests on the Lord Jesus as his
Saviour, who obeys Him as his Lord, and who rejoices in Him as his
all-sufficient Friend. And as all Christians are united in love and loyal-
ty to the Lord Jesus Christ, why should they not proclaim to the world
their one opinion regarding Him ?

The basis of the projected union comprehends a body of doctrine re-
garding which the Evangelical Alliance might send forth, if needful, its
united testimony. Should a controversy arise respecting the composi-
tion of some mineral, and should ten chemists all agree in discovering
gold and silver in it, whilst some detected traces of other metals, would
there be any harm in the ten subscribing a declaration regarding the
two ingredients which they all alike had ascertained,—leaving it to the
rest to send forth their separate statements regarding those addi-
tional substances which they believed to be also present? And when
the question is asked, What saith the Scripture? and the farther ques-
tion, “ What doth it mean by these sayings? if there be certain para-
mount doctrines which we all alike discover in these sayings, but others
regarding which we are not absolutely unanimous, is our disagreement
regarding the latter any reason for not signing a joint affidavit regarding
the former 7’ The Evangelical Alliance asks no man to abandon the
amplitude of his denominational articles ; but if in his own more copious
confession he has already included certain vital doctrines, we beg his
suffrage in the general testimony. And should he belong to a society
which owns no confession but the Bible, we do not ask him to impose
our basis on his society ; but if he has found these truths in his Bable,
we ask him to join his name to ours in telling the world that these
things are so. And thus, in some form, which may meet the views of
all we hope to be sble to tell the world some truths of surpassing mo-
ment in which we are all agreed ; and when the Jew, or the sceptic, or
the Romanist, asks, What is evangelical Christianity, we shall find in
our basis of union the materials of an answer,—the manifesto of evan-
gelic Christendom.

But even though no doctrinal statement were prepared, we might ex-
hibit, in the cordiality of our meetings, in the promptitude of our sym-
pathy, in the simultaneousness of our movements, and the oneness of
our aims, such a spectacle of vital and inward identity as would answer
every purpose. We do not wish to dogmatise on the best means of
accomplishing the object. We would rather leave it to the thoughts and
prayers of the Church meanwhile, and to the Lord’s teaching when we
meet next summer to decide the most excellent way. We are content
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to mention it as one object of the Evangelical Alliance,—an embodiment
of visible exhibition of the actual oneness of the Church of Clirist.

ITL. The third object of the proposed Alliance is to adopt united
measures for the defence and extension of the common Christianity.

Lven now there are many Antichrists. The priestly office of our
blessed Lord is nullified by Socinianism, and similar systems, which
make the sinner his own Saviour. His prophetic office is assailed by
Romanism and Romanising thelogy, which reserve what the Saviour
revealed, and shut those Scriptures which the Saviour bid us search.
And His kindly office is impugned, and His royal claim rejected, by a
lawless world, and a large amount of licentious professorship ; whilst
each office of the Saviour is impugned by many of the afore-mentioned,
and other forms of error. There are many adversaries ; and it is time
that right-hearted men were striving together in the defence of the
gospel. To meet the insidious infidelity and atheistic blasphemy of
some,—the soul-deluding superstition of others,—the profligacy or flag-
rant immorality of many more,—to meet the entire ungodliness of this
Bible-burning, Bible-wresting, and Bible-abhorring age, demands the
1IJ)nited energies of all to whom the Bible is inspiration and the Saviour

ivine.

The victims of persecution are, in many lands, pining away unbe-
friended and forgotten ; localities which bloomed like thie garden of God
are given over to the beast of the field and the boar of the forest ; the
Lord’s-day is losing its sacredness, usages of olden piety are melting in
the flood of a furious secularity ; whilst the religious silence of our more
decent literature supplies no counter-action to the grossness and ribald-
ry of the more outrageous press. Two-thirds of our world’s popula-
tion have never heard the Saviour’s name ; and if a majority of minds
enlightened in saving truth, and influenced by Scriptural motives, be
needful to constitute a Christian community, there yet exists no Chrs-
tian land. To exalt the standard of personal piety, to retrieve the in-
terests of public morality, to diffuse through Christendom the conviction
that no memwber shall hereafter suffer with him,—to stem the encroach-
ments of superstition and infidelity, and diffuse the light and joy of the
gospel,—in objects like these there is ample room for division of labour
and union of effort. Without devouring one another, the martial spirits
amongst us may find outlet for their chivalry, and use for all their logic,
in fighting the battles of the faith ; and those whose milder dispositions
and less athletic mould are more inclined for peaceful exercises, may
find abundant scope in the angelic errands and benignant applications
of the gospel of the grace of God.

The small progress and scanty triumphs of that gospel are not owing
to its inherent weakness, nor to the fewness of its friends. The gospel
is mighty. The truth of eternity—the power of God—is in it ; and its
believers are many—perhaps never so numerous as now ; and their ag-
gregate resources are immense. It is astonishing, when you consider
the amount of learning, and intellectual opulence,—and social influence
—it is delightful to recount the various accomplishments and talents
which, in one form or another, and within this living age, have been laid
at the Saviour's feet. And whilst the Church is numerous and power-
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ful, there is no lack of zeal. There are vitality, and energy, and some-
times stupendous exertion ; but the misery is, that so much of it is zeal
mis-spent—that so much of it is energy devoted to mutual destruction.
The elastic vapour which murmurs in the earthquake, or explodes in
the mud volcano, if properly secured, or turned on in the right direc-
tion, might send the navy of an empire all round the world, or clothe
with plenty an industrious realm. And the zeal which has hitherto
rumbled in ecclesiastical earthquakes, and left no nobler mementoes than
so many steaming cones,—so many mud-craters, on the sides of the
great controversial Jorullo,—if rightly directed, might long before this
time have sent the gospel all over the globe, and covered a rejoicing
earth with the fruits of righteousness. The river which Ezekiel saw was
8 tiny rill when it first escaped from the temple, but a course of a thou-
sand cubits made it ankle-deep, and a few more furlongs saw it a river
that he could not pass over,—the waters were waters to swim in. And
this is the course of the gospel, when Christians do not hinder it. But,
instead of clearing the common channel, and strengthening the main
embankments for its universal and world-gladdening flow, the effort hi-
therto has been to divert it all into denominational reservoirs. Each
one has gone with his spade and pick-axe,—has breached the grand
embankment, and tried to tempt the mighty stream into his own more
orthodox canal. And the consequence of these sectarian efforts,—these
poor attempts to monopolize the gospel,—the consequence is, that, like
a certain nver in the southern hemisphere which has only been known
to reach the ocean once during the last thirty years,—betwixt the
scorching secularity over-head, and the selfish interruptions of the
stream,—it is only now and then that the gospel is allowed to flow far
enough to fertilize new territory and gladden weary souls. But a better
day is coming, and in these movements we hail its dawn. Instead of
monopolising or dividing the stream,—instead of breaking its banks, or
interrupting its course,—our individual and our united efforts shall here-
after seek to clear its channel and deepen its flow ; and the work of our
different denominations shall be, not to pierce the bank or dig diverting
canals, but each to strengthen the enclosing mounds and remove the in-
terrupting rocks, as it sweeps along against their respective territories.
Thus acting,—thus seeking not our own things, but the things of Jesus
Christ,—we shall soon behold the little stream which welled up at Je-
rusalem eighteen hundred years ago, holding on in its prosperous course.
We shall see life leaping in its sunny ripple, and a joyful world resort-
ing to its genial current ; we shall.see one fold reposing on its green
margin and beside its still waters, one Shepherd leading them. And,
best of all, on its teeming brink we shall again behold the long-exotic
Tree of Life, its laden branches mirrored in the tranquil tide, and
showering on the azure amplitudes its leaves of heaveuly healing.

For this movement we know that thousands were ready long ago ;
and now that it is begun, we have been cheered by the joytul respounse
of many of the best and wisest men at home and abroad. So widely
has the Spirit of love been working, that we are persuaded even this
imperfect outline of our plans and objects will find a multitude of pre-
pared and approving leaders ; and for the guidance of those who may

vOL. VII. 2 A
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wish to aid the proposed Alliance, the Commhittee wounld, in conelusion,
mention the ways in which the friends of uniony may most effectuslly
advance their object.

1. By giving i their personal adhesion.

2. By diffusing information on the object. Even where there is a
real good will to the object, considerable mis-apprehension exists as to
the proposed means of affecting it. Ministers might prepare their peo-
ple by preaching on the much-neglected duties of coneiliation and Chris-
tian charity, forbearance, and brotherly love. Meetings might be held
for the purpose of expounding the principles and objects of the projected
Alliance, and for calling attention to those signs of the times which de-
mand the united efforts of all God-fearing men. Aund every individual
who prays, ¢ Thy kingdom come,” might help forward the result, by
directing towards it the attention of his immediate circle, and distri-
bating tracts and pamphlets regarding it.

3. By pecuniary contributions. A large outlay must inevitably be
incurred by sending deputations to foreign countries and into the differ-
ent provinces of England preparatory to the great Conference of June;
s also in publishing the necessary documents in many languages. For
defraying these expenses, we respectfully appeal to the liberality of the
Christian public. ,

4. One of the last resolutions adopted in the Liverpool Conference
was, ‘ That as the Christian union which this Conference decrees to
promote, can only be attained throngh the blessed energy of the Holy
Spirit, the Conference mmanimously recommends the members present,
and absent brethren, to make this matter the subject of simultaneous
weekly petition to the throne of Grace, in their closets and families ;
and suggests the forenoon of Monday as the time for that purpose.”

It would be delightful to know that the recommendation of the Con-
ference was completely carried out. The Conference itself was an an- .
swer to prayer ; and there were few who attended it who did not depart
with a deepened conviction of the power of prayer. Since that Con-
ference closed many have been resorting to the throne of Grace on this
very errand with increased urgency and hopefulness ; and as no prayer
can be offered more confidently than one which was first offered by the
great Intercessor, so nothing could afford a surer earnest that the set
time is come, than to find that the people of God are continuing with
one accord in supplication. With much benefit to themselves, neigh-
bouring congregations might occasionally hold united prayer-meetings
for this end ; and it has been suggested that Christian Union might be
made the subject of special prayer on the first of January 1846.
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1I1.—Tke Results of Tractarianism.

An the number of this periodical for May, 1843, we published
an article on recent remarkable developments of Tractarianism
in the British Critic. So bold were the denunciations of Pro-
testantism, of ¢ the Lutheran Heresy” and of justification by
faith, which that organ of the Ultra-Tractarians had then
lately uttered, that many even of those who had previously
sympathized with that party,—like the Bishops of Exeter and
Salisbury, Archdeacon (now Bishop) S. Wilberforce, and the
Rev. William Palmer of Worcester College,—were induced to
.denounce the language to which we allude. Yet nothing what-
ever was done to expel from the Church establishment, the
clergymen who were known to be the authors of the objec-
tionable papers. Mr. Oakley continued to hold his Chapel
-angd his prebendal stall ; Mr. Mosely his living ; and Mr. Ward
his fellowship ; just as Mr. Newman after publishing his tract
No. 90, to shew that he held the thirty-nine articles in a Popish
sense, was permitted still to preach in pulpits of that establish-
ment.

The natural results of the continued activity of these clergy-
amen and their co-adjutors have since begun to follow. Scarcely
@ week has passed in England for the last six months, without
-adding to ithe number of seceders from the English to the
Romish .Church. Laymen of large property, beneficed clergy-
men, fellows of Colleges, one after another, have seceded; ap-
parently without being troubled with one syllable of expostu-
Jation or remonstrance from any dignitary in the Church.
-Others, whose published sentiments or whose public acts have
proved them to be kindred spirits to these seceders, bave re-
mained behind, pursuing without molestation or restraint, the
-work of “ unprotestantizing’ the establishment. Mr. Newman
has recently gone ; but contemporaneously, Dr.Pusey has preach-
ed in a new Church at Leeds, built expressly for him. Mr.Oakley
has lately retired ; but Mr. Isaac Williams, the author of the tracts
on *“ Reserve in communicating Religious Knowledge,” is allow-
ed to remain in English holy orders. Mr. Ward has at last em-
braced Popery, but Mr. Denison, who was the most vehement of
his. Oxford defenders, has received a valuable living from his bro-
ther the Bishop of Salisbury, and has been appointed, by the new
Bishop of Bath and Wells, examining chaplain of candidates for
ordination. The Rev. F. W, Faber, one of the Tractarian poets,
‘has formally seceded ; but the Rev. J. Keble, the author of the
Lyra Apostolica, holds still his living of Hurseley, in the dio-
cese of Winchester. The Rev. H. Wilberforce, who marches
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round his parish by night with regular Popish ceremonies ; the
Rev. J. Mason Neale, who almost exceeded the Camden Society
of Cambridge in Popish zeal; with a whole host of sympa-
thizers like Archdeacons Manning and R. J. Wilberforce who
voted for Mr. Ward, Mr. William Palmer, of Magdalen College,
who said ** anathema to the principle of Protestantism,” and
Mr. Richards, who acted as Mr. Oakley’s curate in the days of
his greatest vagaries, remain where they were. Of the Tracta-
rian and Ultra Tractarian tutors of Colleges at Oxford, not one,
we believe, has yet seceded; and not one has been expelled
from his office.

These facts certainly are amazing. Popery is preached, is
written, is published, and is spoken, by clergymen of a Protes-
tant Church, and no one checks the anomaly ;—few of those in
authority even expose and condemn it in explicit and suitable
language. As many as choose to stay in their positions in the
establishment and teach error, do so; at the time when they
choose to secede, and not a day before, they enter the Church
of Rome; as many as halt behind these impatient men and
retain their preferments, but teach others to secede, they also
appear to have equal liberty. Thus the acute and active intel-
lects of Mr. Newman and some of his associates, now co-operate
with those of Dr. Wiseman and his associates, in exhibiting from
without the artificial attractiveness of the Romish Church ; while
the great body of the Tractarians remain within the betrayed
Church, to which they are allowed still to belong, instructing
others as Mr. Oakley and Mr. Ward and Mr. Faber were in-
structed, and leading fresh disciples onward in the very path
which has led so many already to the Church of Rome. Little
is heard of ordination being refused, or even, in more than a few
rare cases, of licences being refused, by any of the Bishops, to
the younger Oxford neophytes. Norisany thing heard of disci-
pline being called into exercise to expel from the Church, in
any of its dioceses, or by means of any of its spiritual courts,
even the most extravagant of the Tractarian and Romanizing
teachers. What do these things bode? Whither are we
tending?

Let us endeavour to view some of Tractarianism’s recent
results, in the aggregate, and then to ascertain existing tenden-
cies. This may belp us to observe the facts which the future
may develope, more intelligently.

First, then, we find that the following may be taken as a to-
lerably complete list of the Members of the Universities of
Oxford, Cambridge and Dublin, who have recently joined the
Church of Rome. Most of them have seceded within the past
twelvemonth :
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OxroRD.

1.—J. D. Dalgairns, of Littlemore, and of Exeter College.

2.—J. King, Esq. commoner, Exeter College.

3.—Rev. F. 5. Bowles, M. A. of Littlemore and of Exeter College.

4.—William Lockhart, Esq. commoner of Exeter College, and ne-
phew of the Editor of the Quarterly Review.

5.—Rev. E. Estcourt, M. A. of Exeter College, nephew of the mem-
ber for the University.

6..—Rev, G. Talbot, M. A. of Baliol College.

7.—Rev. J. Moore Capes, of Baliol College, and incumbent of a
Church at Bridgewater.

8.—Rev. W. G. Ward, M. A. late fellow of Baliol College, and son
of the late member for the City of London.

9.—C. R. Scott Murray, Esq. M. A. of Christ Church College, late
M. P. for the county of Buckingham.

10.—Rev. Goodenough Penny, M. A. student of Christ Church.

11.—G. Tickell, Esq. M. A. late scholar of Baliol College.

12.—1J. Douglas, Esq. commoner of Christ Church.

13.—Rev. Ambrose St. John, M. A. student of Christ Church.

14.—Rev. J. H. Newman, M. A. late fellow of Oriel College.

15.—Albany Christie, Esq. late fellow of Oriel College.

16.—Rev. Daniel Parsons, M. A. of Oriel College.

17.—Rev. Brook Bridges, M. A. of Oriel College.

18.—Rev. R. W. Sibthorpe, late of Ryde in the Isle of Wight and
of Magdalen College.

19.—Rev. Bernard Smith, late fellow of Brazennose College.

20.—Rev. A. Seager, M. A. Hebrew Lecturer under Dr. Pusey, and
of Worcester College.

21.—Rev. W. H. Stanton, M. A. of Brazennose College.

22.—Rev. John Walker, M. A. of Brazennose College.

23.—P. Renouf, Esq. Bible Clerk, Pembroke College.

24.—]J. Grant, Esq. commoner of St. John’s College.

25.—Rev. W. F. Wingfield, M. A. student of Christ Church.

26.—Rev. Frederick Neve, M. A. of Oriel College.

27.—Thomas Meyrick, Esq. scholar of Corpus Christi College.

28.—Rev. Charles Collyns, M. A. student of Christ Church and
licensed curate of St. Mary Magdalene, Oxford.

29.—Rev. Frederick Oakley, M. A. fellow of Baliol College, Pre-
bendary of Lichfield Cathedral, and of Margaret Street Chapel, London.

30.—Rev. Watts Russell, M. A. Rector of Binfield, Northampton-
shire, and brother of the member for North Staffordshire.

31.—Rev. J. Reeves, curate of Aston Keynes near Cirencester.

32.—Rev. F. Rogers.

33.—Rev. F. W. Faber, Rector of Elton in ITampshire.

34.—J. Earle Welby, Esq. Fellow of Magdalene College.

35.—Rev. I, Brown, curate of Bawdsey, Suffolk.

36.—Rev. Robert Aston Coffin, B. A. student of Christ Church,
and vicar of St. Mary Magdalene, Oxford.

37.—C. Cholmondeley, Esq. commoner of Baliol College.
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38.—Rev. William Marshall, Vicar of Swallowcliffe, late of Pembroke

College.
CAMBRIDGE.

39.—Rev. J. Wackerbarth, Queen’s College.

40.—Rev. Jones Burton, Trinity College.

41.—B. I. Butland, Esq. ditto.

42.—William Simpson, Esq. ditto.

43.—Francis Knox, Esq. B. A. ditto.

44.—Rev. T. H. Marshall, B. A. ditto.

45.—Fortescue Wells, Esq. ditto.

46.—Rev. B. H. Birks, late curate to the Rev. H. Bellairs, Stock-
port.

47.—T. Hood, Esq. Trinity College.

DurrLiIN—TRriNtTY COLLEGE.

48.—Rev. J. Montgomery, St. Columba College, Stackallan.
49.—Rev. Campbell Smith.*

If we intended this list to contain the whole number of the
names of the persons who have joined the Church of Rome
within the preceding several years, we should have to add the
names of Sir Charles Wolseley, the Honorable and Rev. G.
Spencer, Mr. Lisle Phillipps, Mr. Kenelm Digby, Mr. Lucas
the Editor of the Roman Catholic Newspaper (the Tablet), and
several others. But we confine ourselves to those only, who
appear to have joined the Church of Rome within the last few
years, under the influence of Tractarianism.

Having enumerated these names, let us, in the second place,
consider the lesson to be obtained from them. We have no
desire to exaggerate the extent of Popish influence in England,
and we do not think that this list of seceders proves that the
Romish party is already greatly increased in power. Still less
are we disposed to join in describing its power as greatly aug-
mented, on account of, or by means of recent political con-
cessions, like the increased grant to Maynooth ; for however
much we may condemn and deplore such measures, as un-
sound in principle and highly inexpedient, yet we do not regard
them as calculated, immediately or directly, to extend the num-
bers of the Romish party. We attach importance to the list
we have given for other reasons. When we consider the great
power and influence of the Romish party prior to the Tractari-
an movement,—its wealthy and ancient nobility headed by the
Duke of Norfolk and the Earl of Shrewsbury, and its adroit and

* Since this article was written, we have seen the names of other graduates, who
have seceded ; among whom are Mr. S. N. Stokes of Trinity College, Cambridge,
and the Rev. J. M. Glennie of 1he same College ; the Rev. H. G. Coape of Salis-
bury, and J. J. Calman, Esq. B, A. of Worcester College, Oxford. At the time of
going to press we are unable to say if the lust mail brought eny further similar
intelligence.
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accomplished controversialists like Dr. Wiseman,—we see at
once a convenient nucleus for accessions of Popish converts
from the establishment. And when we consider that now the
graduates and under-graduates of the two universities, find seve-
ral of the most respected of their old leaders and friends, like
Mr. Newman and Mr. Scott Murray for instance, at the Romish
Colleges of Oscott and Stoneyhurst ; and when we think further,
of members of the Universities surrounded by many others
who teach them to regard the Church of Rome, not as the great
Apostacy, but as ¢ the Saviour’s holy home,” and who place
in their hands artful and eloquent books, which fix their atten-
tion on the strong uffinities between their own doctrines of
Baptismal Regeneration and Apostolical Succession, and the
leading doctrines of the Church of Rome, we then conclude that
there is little probability that among the graduvates and under-
graduates who are under such influences, there will be any
repugnance to Popery. When this conclusion is once reached,
the inference is unavoidable, that around this nucleus which we
have mentioned, they will speedily gather. For, if there be little
or no repugnance to Popery, operating as a kind of early in-
stinctive security against the wiles of that system, what guaran-
tee is there against the advances of its subtle power? Its legends,
its antiquity, its architecture, its ancient nobility, its romantic
devotees, the austerities of its celebrated ascetics,—all these
things, recommended now by the sanction of such former leaders
and friends as Mr. Newman, and spoken of in *“the dim religi-
ous light” of cloistered colleges, surely may well be expected
to influence the minds of very many besides those who have
already seceded.

But in truth, may we not ask, if there be not also reason to
believe, that the causes which originally affected the minds of
most of those seceders will operate still, with increased and in-
creasing force, on the unconverted men who remain behind in
the establishment ? The Library of ‘¢ Anglo-Catholic Theology’”
and the selections of the works of the Fathers which the Trac-
tarians are still publishing, we may conclude, are still read ; and
Mr. Williams’s ¢ Cathedral,’”> Mr. Keble’s Lyra Apostolica, Mr.
Paget’s and Mr. Gresly’s Novels, and Mr. Newman’s Sermons
are as popular as ever. And then, on the other hand, can it be
geriously contended that any thing material has been gained by
the voluntary removal of Mr. Newman from Littlemore to
Oscott, or of Mr. Ward from Baliol College to Littlemore ? If
their disciples among the clergy and among the tutors of colleges
are still labouring in their old vocation ; if the books which per-
verted others are still in the hands of their former associates,
we certainly can only marvel at those who now regard the pros-
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pect before the Church of England as highly pleasing, because
of the secessions which have already occurred, and who speak
of the danger as past away, or say in Bishop Wilson’s words,
‘¢ we have now only the back waters of the innundation to con-
tend with.”

Dr. Wiseman entertains another opinion of ecclesiastical af-
fairs. In addressing the Romish Bishops of France, and entreat-
ing their prayers for England, he speaks as follows :—

“ The whole body of the Catholic Church has learnt with joy that
a new religious spirit manifests itself in England, which one cannot but
regard as a manifestation of that same Holy Spirit which agitated the
waters of chaos, in order to produce order and light, and which seems
now to agitate the sombre ocean of errors, with the view of evolving
from it, unity, truth, and a new world of religious faith. Not only does it
effect, in the midst of us, more numerous conversions than formerly, and
that amongst persons occupying more eminent positions in society, but
old prejudices are dying away, more affectionate sentiments are expres-
sed towards us, and the minds of a more considerable number than ever
are occupied with the return tdunity, and wish forit. In this change
the Omnipotent has taken care to guard us against the dangers of pre-
sumption, by rendering it imposstble for us to attribute to ourselves
the smallest portion of the good which is now being effected.
* * * * * * * * *

“ We are arrived at a most consoling crisis ; minds are more than
ever agitated and uneasy as to what they ought to do. 4 great num-
ber of men who are disposed to join us, undergo the most terrible
struggles ; they are placed in the alternative of choosing between the
loss of all earthly wealth, or the rejection of the truth ; they have to
conquer human respect and prejudices; sacrifice the dearest ties of
Jamily and affections respected by the laws of nature and of God.
All these circumstances concur in rendering their conversion more dif-
ficult, and, to many, the entering into the communion of the Church
requires an heroic spirit of sacrifice. What Catholic could refuse his
prayers—vwhat child of the Church would not esteem himself happy in
coming to the assistance of souls engaged in such a conflict? Many
are still wavering and undecided as to what course they ought to take.
Who would refuse to implore for them the spirit of wisdom and
strength in all its plenitude ?”

Here is the testimony of one, who, we may venture to say,
knows far better than any prelate in the English Church,
the private feelings and the mental tendencies of the mass of
the Tractarian clergy. And we believe that the result will
show, that there is indeed ‘¢ a great number of men who are
disposed to join”’ the Church of Rome. Nor can we say that
we see any human probability of their abstaining from doing
so. Such men are now only in the position which Mr. Oakley
and Mr. Faber, and Mr. Newman himself, occupied a few
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years ago, and they are under the very same influences as
those which led on these ministers ultimately to a formal seces-
sion.

It is well to notice, that in mentioning the names merely of
the graduates and under-graduates of Colleges who have seced-
ed, we do not by any means fully exhibit the volume of the
seceding tide. In order to appreciate that, we must bear in
mind the little but significant facts which from time to time find
their way into the public prints,—such as the statement that the
Church-warden of Bridgewater and his family joined Mr. Capes
in his secession ; that seven of Mr Faber’s parishioners follow-
ed him ; that one gentleman has resigned a lucrative situation
at Doctor’s Commons and entered the Church of Rome; and
that the general mode of viewing Romanism and speaking of
it, in some classes of society, is greatly altered. ¢ Puritanism”
is a much more dreadful thing now, in the eyes not only of the
openly profligate, but also of the worldly religious, than the
great apostasy. And such novels as that of Lady Georgiana
Fullerton, which was lately reviewed in the London papers and
in the Tractarian English Review, and the junction of such
persons as Mr. Gladstone, Lord Lyttelton, and Mr. Justice
Coleridge with the Tractarians, prove, that a very inadequate
conception will be formed of the extent of the evil which is now
making progress in England, if we confine our attention to one
university. That may be, and is we believe, a nursery for Po-
pery ; but its influence has extended, and is extending, to other
places, and to several classes of persons besides its present
students.

Into the general questions to which the consideration of
these facts leads us, we cannot enter. The principles on
which this periodical was established, forbid us to comment
freely on those parts, either of the history or the constitution
of the English establishment, which sanction the opinion that
Tractarianism naturally arvose and flourished in that quarter,
and that its principle has all along been in operation. And we
feel a difficulty even in writing of facts only, for we know not
how numerous the additions to the list of conversions may be,
before the next number of our Observer is placed before our
readers. The tide is rapidly flowing onward, but we believe
that few who read our pages can express surprize at it. Not
we alone, but all Evangelical men, both in the Church and out
of it, have seen for several years past, the inevitable tendency
of Tractarianism, and now are not so much surprized at what
is beheld, as at the infatuated confidence of the prelates, who
saw so much to praise in the system, that they could only
¢ hint a fault and hesitate dislike.”” Truly their sin will find
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them out. They have in too many cases nursed the means of
their destruction ;—even in some cases when they saw and
acknowledged the extent of its subtlety and power. Month
after month will now, we believe, exhibit more and more the
folly of their conduct, and present to the contemplation of all
who watch public events, most interesting and important events.
We heartily desire and pray for all, that they may view these
things intelligently ; that they may rightly estimate the serious
character of the secessions of which they hear,—secessions
which are in fact, apostacies;—and that they themselves,
like Issachar of old may “ know what Israel ought to do,” and
may have grace given them proportioned to the need of their
day, so that they may boldly do their duty to the Church at
large, and to the God of all their mercies. Whether they are
faithful or unfaithful, the Lord himself will certainly defend
Zion, but the conviction that ¢ the gates of hell shall not pre-
vail against it,”” should not tempt men who are privileged to
call themselves co-workers with God, to rest in slothful indif-
ference or idle confidence. If they say that Popery cannot
advance against the enlightenment of the present age, we may
ask them to tell us, if they think that the Sir Thomas Mores, or
the Bossuets of former days, were not enlightened, or that any
men of the present day have intellects more acute or minds
better stored than Dr. Wiseman and Mr. Newman? And in
the fair consideration of this topic we bid them not to marvel,
if they find Popery triumph widely in the hearts of unconverted
men, however intelligent and however worldly wise, for in the
absence of divine grace even Cicero excused idolatry and
defended vice, and the greatest of Grecian philosophers ¢ pro-
fessing themselves to be wise, became fools.”” It is true and
blessed be God for it, we live now in days wherein the Bible is
extensively distributed, and the glorious Gospel is preached by
an increasing number of pious men, and for ourselves we con-
fess that we do not expect that Popery will generally prevail.
But if there be unfaithfulness in any particular Church ; if it be
cherished, or being deplored is not expelled; then in that
Church it may advance trinmphantly till it possesses power to
coerce the reully Protestant men, who, in the time of their
gracious visitation, should have cast it out or sacrificed their
own preferments in the attempt. We will not conceal our
conviction that recent events betoken that such an advance
is being made in the English establishment. It may appear to
be only an increase of activity in the Old High Church party ;
and it may be accompanied by a contemporaneous guidance of
some others of the clergy into the way of truth, justas “a
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith”
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immediately prior to the overthrow of the Jewish economy,
and when the measure of Jewish iniquity was approaching to its
height. Or again, it may be accompanied by great manifesta-
tions of self-denial and zeal; there may be an interest in the
missions of “ the Church” scarcely inferior to the fervid sym-
pathy of Xavier; magnificent churches may be built, old
churches may be splendidly decorated, all the attractions to
sight and hearing may be exhibited in the arts of painting and
music; the doctrines of grace may be so ingeniously perverted
as to deceive if it were possible even the very elect ; and *“ good
works” may not only be extolled but practised; and thus
many may be led to doubt if there be really so much to con-
demn in the movement, viewed as a whole, as some will repre-
sent; but assuredly it will be fufal error that will make
progress, and the souls of men will perish under the instruc-
tions of unfaithful watchmen. This, therefore, is a time for
deep searchings of heart, for prompt decision, and for courageous
examples. A little while, and accumulated Popish agencies
may infest the establishment, tainting the doctrines of many more
of the clergy and the candidates for ordination, and directing
more than ever towards these traitors to Protestantism the cur-
rent of Church patronage. Ifthis be so, will it be much consola-
tion to Christian men in future years, that amidst the signs of
coming evil which now surround them, they attended only to
the work of keeping their own hearts with diligence, while by
their silence in public and the influence of their example,
they failed to exhibit to others the strength of their abhorrence
of the system by which so many are likely to be deluded?
Let these things be fairly weighed ; and may God, the great
teacher of duty, our strength in the time of trouble, so direct
and so nerve the hearts of his praying people, that they all
may ¢ be valiant for the truth’ in these days of responsibility
and danger.

IV.—The Government System of Education.

The last number of this periodical contained an elaborate
article on this subject, in which, along with many sentiments
that must be approved of by all true Christians, certain views
are put forth the correctness of which may be called in ques-
tion. And as we are among the number of those who differ
from the opinions there expressed, we propose to make a few
remarks upon them.

' 2 B.2
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There arc probably few, if any, true Christians in the world
who will not confess that education without religion is some-
thing essentially defective. But whilst this is admitted, we are
decide_dly of oginion that education without religion is not ne-
cessarily an evil. In many cases religious instruction may be
imparted at home to those who are deprived of it at school.
This, however, is a remark not very applicable to the natives
of India. But many of these, after having received secular
instruction at school, may be brought under the influence of
true religion at a later period and through other channels.

But it will be said their previous godless education will pre-
vent them from receiving the saving truths with believing hearts.
Now this is an opinion to which we cannot subscribe. Con-
version depends upon the grace of God, operating upon the
heart through the medium of revealed truth, and acting almost
invariably, in the first instance, upon the conscience, by con-
vincing it of sin. Now we are not afraid to maintain that the
conscience of a young man who has received what is called a
godless education, is quite as open to conviction, (if not more
s0) as that of one who has been left in ignorance. Such an
education is not so good as that which is combined with religi-
ous instruction; but it is not worse than ignorance. In many
cases it is much better; for it enables the mind to understand
the truths of the gospel more readily than would be the case
if it were left in a state of darkness. We might even say that
in India especially, educated youths—though their education
may have been unaccompanied with religious instruction—
have less to unlearn in order to receive Christianity, than those
who are brought up in ignorance. But waiving this advantage,
we are satisfied with maintaining that education without re-
ligion is not a more formidable obstacle to conversion than
ignorance.

Let us now compare the two with regard to the concerns of
this life. As to spiritual profit they are alike; are they the
same with regard to temporal prosperity ? No one, surely, will
deny that as to this life knowledge is better than ignorance. If
80, then it is better that Government should provide for educa-
tion without religion, than that it should make no provision at
all for the education of its subject. And if there be no other
alternative, theu Government cannot be blamed for imparting
to them an education without religion.

But is there no other alternative ? This is the grand ques-
tion, to the discussion of which we shall proceed as soon as we
shall have made a few preliminary remarks.

The government of India has done and is doing very wrong
in favouring religious instruction of a nature hostile to Chris-
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tianity, That such is the case cannot be doubted. Under the
plea of imparting instruction in Sanscrit and Arubic (which in-
struction we do not find fault with) it has connived at instruc-
tion in Hinduism and Muhammadanism. Instead of imparting
a knowledge of languages and literature, it has allowed itself to
be made the instrument. of teaching the philosophical and theo-
logical systems of it subjects, with which it ought never to have
identified itself. Again, under the plea of providing for instruc-
tion in history and English literature, it has diffused infidel and
immoral sentiments. We do not blame Government for ex-
cluding Christianity from the halls of its schools and colleges,
but we maintain that Hinduism and Muhammadanism should
have been excluded with equal severity. It is possible in Eu-
rope to teach Greek by means of the New Testament, without
therefore giving religious instruction; (witness the Hamiltoni-
an system) and we do not see why it should be impossible to
teach Sanscrit and Arabic without teaching Hinduism and
Muhammadanism. If it be impossible, then let those two lan-
guages be excluded from the educational institutions of Govern-
ment, without delay and without mercy. We do not blame
Government for excluding the Bible as a source of religious in-
struction, but certainly Gibbon, Hume and Shelley ought to
have been excluded with equal severity. And we cannot see
what harmn there could be in allowing the Bible, viewed as a
source of historical information, and as a literary work, to
occupy a place in the libraries of schools and colleges. The
impartiality which excludes Christianity and the Bible, but
neither Hinduism with its Shastras of a religious nature, nor
Muhammadanism with its Qurdn, nor infidelity and immorality
with their champions, is of the most singular as well as of the
most sinful nature.

Having made these preliminary remarks, we shall now briefly
consider the question, whether there is no other alternative for
Government than either to provide for an education without
religious instruction, or else for no education at all. With some
limitations which may be referred to at the close, we say there
is no other alternative.

A Government such as that of India, cannot be (or at least
ought not to be) engaged in teaching either Hinduism or Mu-
hammadanism: the only religion therefore which remains to be
considered, is Christianity. And we maintain that it canuot
even teach that. _

We do not sympathize with those who think that if it were
to teach Christianity, it would act in a suicidal manner. If it
were the duly of Government to teach Christianity, it ought
not to shrink from the consequences, whatever they might be.
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But we believe that with the exception of times peculiarly
critical, it need not even entertain any apprehensions on this
score, at least not on the part of the Hindus. Government we
believe might do almost anything without rebellion being the
result.

But for Government to teach Christianity in its schools
would be manifest injustice. Tt is the duty of parents to
educate their children ; and if it is their duty, it is also a right
to which they are entitled. 1In as far, therefore, as Government
is engaged in the work of educating the young, it is only
acting in the place of their parents, whose natural right and
duty it is to cducate their offspring. Again, the money which
Government expends upon this department, is not the money
of Government, but of the people of India. The money of
Government consists in the private fortunes and official sala-
ries of those who govern, but the public money is the money
of the people; in other words of the parents of those who
are educated in the public schools. Now these two consider-
ations, first that Government in educating the young acts
instead of the parents; and secondly that it expends the money
of the parents, give to these parents a right to have a voice
in the matter. It is their money that is spent, and their children
that are educated. Their wishes should therefore be consulted.
This cannot be done through the medium of a representative
constitution, but it is not therefore impossible to know what their
wishes are. Do to them as you would wish to be done by. Sup-
posing England under a Popish Government, and deprived of its
representative constitution, would the Protestants of England
like Popery to be taught in all the Government schools?
Would they not think it an injustice that their own money
should be applied to the instruction in Popery of their own
children, the dearest objects of their affections? And is the case
different in India? Can Hindus and Muhamwmadans like to
have their own children instructed in Christianity at their own
expense ? Impossible. And if it is asserted that they manifest
great indifference in this matter, surely we should not take
advantage of their apathy.

It makes little difference whether the government system of
education be compulsory or not. The Government acts for
the whole nation, and all contribute to the money which is
spent upon education. Every native of India therefore has a
right to send his children to the schools established by govern-
ment, and to have a voice in a matter which concerns at once
both his children and their religion.

It is far different with Missionary schools and with all
schools not supported from public funds. The compact be-
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tween the parents and the conductors of such schools is a
voluntary compact, and readily understood. The conductors of
such schools plainly tell the parents (if not in so many words,
yet by facts,) We are not bound to educate your children, but
if you wish to have them educated by us, you know our con-
ditions. Missionary schools have hitherto been conducted
gratis, as far as the parents are concerned ; it depends solely
upon them, whether they will send their children to such
schools or not. Even if the parents did pay something, the
Missionaries would not be bound to obey their wishes, because
they would never take the money without the children ; whilst
in the case of the Government schools, those parents who do
not avail themselves of the advantages they afford, pay their
share towards their support, as well as those who do send their
children.

Should it be said that similar arguments might be applied
to all measures of Government upon which the public money
is expended, we admit it. Such an application of these argu-
ments would lead to a representative constitution, for which
India is not yet ripe, but towards the attainment of which it
is, we trust, gradually advancing, though much time may elapse
before the goal can be reached. But if constitutional princi-
ples are not yet applicable to all subjects, they are nevertheless
not only just in themselves, but also applicable to those points
which constitute the birthright of every man, viz., his religion
and his children.

For Government to teach Christianity in its schools would
not only be manifestly unjust to the parents, but in itself of no
use.

No sentence in the article, which appeared in the last num-
ber of the Observer, can be more true than this, p. 83. < 4l
unconverted men are haters of God, and though their enmity
may be cloaked, and a specious veil of amiability may cover it,
that enmity is a principle in Satan’s hand which he brings into
practical operation in some form or other continually.”” This
solemn truth, if applied to schools, shows at once that uncon-
verted teachers can never be trusted with the religious instrue-
tion of youth. Now we ask, is it possible that Government
should be able to find the number of converted teachers that
will be required in its schools? Many a converted man would
make a most miserable teacher, as all the world knows; whilst
many an unconverted man possesses that aptness to teach
which at once points him out as one that ought to be employed
as a teacher. ‘

Let us here look a little at the vesults of the system of edu-
cation which prevails on the continent of Europe. That system
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embraces religious instruction, and may be said, cspecially in
Prussia, to be based upon it, and there it has been pursued for
half a century at least. Bitter have been its fruits. Things
are rather better now than they were some fifteen years ago;
but at that time there were few parishes in Protestant Prussia
(excepting the Rhenish provinces) in which the history of the
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ was not viewed asa fable ;
the miracles of the gospel as legends; and even the doctrine
of the resurrection as an old story. All this arose from the
religious instruction imparted in schools by unconverted
teachers, and in churches by unconverted preachers. We
were ourselves brought up in a Government school, where
religious instruction was imparted. The head-master was a
rather popular preacher; but in the school he talked to us
boys of ¢ old-fashioned people smelling Christ in every Psalm,”
and told us as a positive matter of fact that the pillar of fire by
night and of cloud by day was the natural effect of a number
of burning censers carried by the priests in front of the march-
ing army. The spiritual condition of Holland and Denmark
at the present day is very much like this. In Switzerland,
where infidelity never was popular, the Government support
of religious education has produced a prolific swarm of perse-
cutors, who promise shortly to become infidels. All this has
arisen from the very obvious cause, that the teachers of religion
appointed by Government were for the most part unconverted
men. If the Government of India should ever introduce reli-
gious instruction into its schools, it will find it impossible to
appoint only (or mainly) converted men as teachers of religion,
and the result will be a systematic multiplication of scoffers and
persecutors throughout the length and breadth of the land.
The present system produces such, the opposite system would
produce a hundred-fold more. :

We were truly grieved to find the sentiment expressed that
it would be wise in Government to teach Christianity, in order
to check the growth of disaffection. Did the writer really
mean to say that Christianity should be degraded into a politi-
cal engine? That Government ought to make use of it as an
opiate to quiet its subjects? We hope not. The Natives of
India would become more loyal subjects, if they were truly
converted ; of this there can be no doubt. But the teaching
of Christianity by Government will no more make loyal sub-
jects of those that are not, than it will convert them.

Should the Government of India ever teach Christianity in
its schools, it will be obliged either to select the teachers from
one denomination only, or else to take them from all. If the
latter, Romanism will make rapid strides; if the former, not



1846.] The Government System of Education., 193

only will the excluded denominations have reason to complain of
injustice ; but taking it for granted that the Church of England
would be the favoured party, what is there to prevent the dif-
fusion of Tractarian or Puseyite sentiments?

All these considerations lead us to the conclusion that it is
much better that Government should not teach Christianity.
We do not therefore assert that no one should teach it: on
the contrary, the Church of God (including the pious members
of Government in their private capacity) should redouble its
efforts to extend Scriptural education all over India. That such
efforts would not be fruitless is amply demonstrated by facts.
We need not now discuss the (uestion how far missionaries
should be engaged in imparting secular education, but at all
events let them do all they can to supply the confessed deficiency
necessarily attaching to the government system. Real know-
ledge, although imparted in government schools, will never
prove hostile to the gospel. Missionaries have nothing to fear
from it. In fact, it may be questioned whether the government
schools have not furnished a fair proportion of converts to
Christianity. We are certain that they have furnished some,
perhaps more than is generally supposed.

It would be interesting to inquire whether government might
not, quite consistently with the principles we have now expres-
sed, do more for Christian education than it is doing at present.
We believe it might.

We do not see why teachers in government schools should
not be allowed to instruct those youths in Christianity who are
desirous of receiving such instruction. But it should be done
out of school hours, and without any additional remuneration
from government : and perhaps it would be better that it should
be done away from the school, in order to show that Govern-
ment has nothing to do with it. Whatever liberty of this kind
is granted to Christian teachers, should also be granted to Hin-
du and Muhammadan teachers.

Perhaps government might even go further, by applying in a
new manner the principles recently adopted with regard to exa-
minations. It might promise to all schools without distinction,
pecuniary aid regulated according to the number of pupils and
their proficiency in secular knowledge. It might, e. g. promise
to grant a certain amount for every boy in any school who can
read, and write orthographically, and who has reached a certain
point in arithmetic. The amount might be augmented for those
who have learnt English or who are otherwise farther advanced
in knowledge. A principle like this would be applicable to all
schools, irrespectively of the religious system adopted. Its ap-
plication would be rather difficult, because the appointment of
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examiners might lead to undue interference with the manage-
ment of the different institutions ; perhaps also because (suppos-
ing Christian schools would then be multiplied) it might appear
that Christianity was unduly favoured, or that missionaries were
in government pay. But it does not appear to us that such a
plan involves an impossibility ; and if practicable, it would be
fair to all parties and confer an incalculable boon upon the
countless population of India.

In making these remarks we have purposely abstained from
adverting to the strong language used in the article to which
reference has been already made. If we took the same view of
the government of India as is taken there, we should certainly
say, Let not government interfere in this matter.

J. W,

V.—The Jesuits.

That the Jesuits are making vast efforts to regain their
wonted and fatal ascendancy in all lands is a simple fact which
cannot be controverted. Why, then, should real-hearted Pro-
testants be found slumbering ? The threatened evil is a great
and terrible one, and to view it with indifference is to sleep
amid the rumbling and the throes that precede the heaving
earthquake or the bursting volcano. But all owr words and
exhortations on such a subject are apt to be treated as those of
idle alarmists. Would that they turned out to be so! But
unless all history be a lie and all reason a meaningless fig-
ment, our words and exhortations are those of truth and sober-
ness.

Apart from the more direct and vital interests of religion
altogether, the spread of Jesuitism has in many lands been
viewed with apprehension, on the ground of its hostility to
freedom of thought and civil liberty. On this ground chiefly
has it been resisted in France by some of the master spirits
of that nation—albeit not much given to moods of religious
fanaticism ! Two or three years ago, Michelet, the eloquent his-
torian, and Quinet, the not less eloquent lecturer on the liter-
ature of the south, ¢ suspended their ordinary labours to ring
an alarum upon the revival of the Jesuits in France.”” Their
dissertations and appeals on the subject have since been pub-
lished. These we have not had the privilege of seeing, but,
from a notice of them in a late number of the  Foreign
Quarterly Review,” there is enough from which to draw an
inference respecting their general character. Michelet, says
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the Reviewer, ‘ writes as if he took for granted that mankind
had so learned by heart the atrocities of Jesuitism, that no
more was wanted than an organ for the full expression of
the general indignation. Quinet, on the other hand, is more
methodical in his attack, and does not assume any charge to
be proved and known. He states his case with the clearness
and conviction of proof of a skilled advocate, and waits until
the reason be convinced before he fires the passions.”

The two together completely expose and demolish the sys-
tem of the Jesuits. Michelet denounces them as ¢ the ene-
mies of all true knowledge.”” The Jesuits ¢ in the 16th cen-
tury,” says he, < affected to be lovers of leorning, and consent-
ed to feed the intellect with the husks and shells, the mere
mechanical forms, that they might the more easily deprive the
soul of its true food.” 'This is precisely the charge which
we have repeatedly brought against their system. Perhaps,
when thus distinctly enunciated by a French philosoper and
historian, it may drive home in quarters where our judgment
might fail to take effect. FEven the skill of the Jesuits, as
teachers, looked upon generally as their redeeming merit, Mi-
chelet treats with contempt, ‘* as merely mechanical, as render-
ing the pupils automatons, regulating the external conduct,
but leaving the heart wuntouched by any good influence.”
Quinet, we are assured, has not been less sparing in his de-
nunciations of the Jesuits. A solemn protest is raised by
him against ““ these modern templars—not half soldier, half
priest, but worse still, half monk, half police; and that in the
worst sense of a continental gendarmerie : for the system is
one of espionoge on the exercise of thought, so subtle and
s0 treacherous that all are agents therein, and as much acted
upon as actors.”

In one of the London weeklies, the Britannia, of the 15th
November last, appears the commencement of a series of arti-
cles, under the title of “ A year among the Jesuits,”” which
promises to prove of more than ordinary interest and utility.
The genuineness of the authorship is vouched for by the
Editor in the following terms:—

< In our paper of to-day will be found the first of a series of articles
on the educational system of the Jesuits, as pursued at Stonyhurst at
the present time. The narrative, we promise our readers, will be curi-
ous and instructive, and throw somne light on the policy and proceedings
of that celebrated society, which, after a period of comparative obscurity
and inaction, has again assumed a shape of power, and, adapting itself
to the altered state of society, is once moré ready to play an important
part in the religious end political affairs of life, and to take advantage
of every circumstance that can extend its influence.

2c¢2
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In giving publicity to these revelations, it is necessary wo should dis-
tinctly state, that we have convinced ourselves of the honourable charac-
ter of the writer; that he has actually seen and experienced what he
describes ; and that the truth of his statements can be perfectly relied
on. Our readers will, of course, not expect in this dond fide narrative
the startling incidents of a romance ; but they will find in it abundant
proofs of the activity of the Jesuits, as well as of their prevalence even
in England, and of the unchangeable character of their policy and insti-
tutions. As the Catholic Relief Bill of 1829 contained some provisions
for the gradual extinction of the Jesuits in this country, and many per-
sons beheve those provisions are acted on, instead of remaining a dead
letter, it may be as well to state that the narrative of * the Novitiate”
refers to a period not more than seven years back, and nine years after
that bill was passed. A curious illustration of the activity of the Jesuit
mind is found in the fact, that a review, professing to represent the opini-
ons of our two universities, Oxford and Cambridge, and conducted by
members of both, contained an article, only two months since, extrava-
gantly eulogizing the Jesuits and their institutions. That article, it is
now admitted, was written by a student at Stonyhurst. Whether the
holy fathers of the college had not some hand in its concoction, is not
yet known.

As the author of  the Novitiate” frequently has occasion to vefer to
his personal history, it may gratify the reader’s curiosity to know that
he is a German by birth, aud that he was educated at Durham for the
Romish priesthood. He received, from the president of the college,
high testimonials of character and ability ; but doubts—doubts of that
kind which the Romish faith is certain to engender in every ingenuous
and active mind—shook his soul, and he renounced for a time the pro-
fession to which he had been educated, and travelled extensively. It was
while residing in London, without a settled pursuit, and without friends
to advise his course, that one of those fits of enthusiasm seized on him,
which the German character is peculiarly liable to, and which perhaps,
his early education may have had some share in producing. He instant-
ly determined on becoming a Jesuit, and it is the results of his experience
that he now places before the public.

Few men can be better qualified to form a sound opinion of the
Jesuit system, or to pronounce an impartial judgment on it. He is
snimated by no personal rancour, and has no other object in his narra-
tive than a fair exposition of truth, He has seen much of life in its
various states ; and has resided in many of the continental states and
in America, For some years past he has been quietly settled in Eng-
land, honourably and usefully engaged in educational duties.

‘We mention these particulars not to exalt the importance of his nar-
rative, but merely to show that be may be relied on as an intelligent
observer. Satisfied of the authenticity and fairness of his disclosures,
we shell know how to deal with any attempts that may be made to
impugn them, or any attacks that may be levelled at the writer.”

The explicitness of this assurance is amply sufficient to
inspire us with confidence in the honour and integrity of the
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author. Indeed, there is a self-evidencing air of sincerity in
his own statements which cannot fail to commend them to all
who are conversant with those internal marks of authenticity
which are patent to the intuitions of correct feeling rather
than the deductions of cold calculating reason. The following
are the first and second of the articles in the Brifunnia, contain-
ing the author’s Introduction, his “inspiration’ as he is pleased
to designate it, and reception at Stonyhurst, &c.:—

A YEAR AMONG THE JESUITS; OR, THE NOVITIATE.

I.—INTRODUCTION.

The following narrative is an autobiography, with this distinction,
that it is only the history of one year of my life—only twelve months;
but a year of peculiar interest in a man’s life, it must be allowed. Dur-
ing that time what opportunity of self-examination have I not had? In
it I have lived over again the past—1I have sought to anticipate the fu-
ture. Separated from the world, from kindred, and friends—from all
the ordinary pursuits and objects of life—from their anxieties, hopes,
and fears—I have gazed upon the world as a dispassionate observer, who
was to mix in its concerns, perhaps take an active part in its manage-
ment, without entertaining a thought of self, or having any individual
interest to forward. I have been trained in spirit as men are trained
in body who have to struggle desperately for mastery, or to perform
feats which seem impossible to ordinary mortals. The novice of the
Society of Jesus has to pierce into his own mind, to examine the depths
of his nature, to consider his affections, to feed (so to speak) on his
own heart. He has wrenched himself from father and mother, brother
and sister, friends and connections—in a word, from society, root and
branch, in order to be re-constituted as an individual, according to the
plan and system laid down by IenaTius of Lovora. His battle has
been with “nocturnal fear’” and ‘ the noon-day devil;” he has wrestled
with the angel ; he has gone through the fires of temptation; and if he
has not become a Jesuit, he can look back dispassionately on the pro-
cess which he has gone through, and perhaps, instruct his fellow-crea-
tures with the narrative of his experience, without indulging any ill will
towards those who permitted him to try their method.

It is this that I purpose to do in these papers. My object is truth
alone. I desire to exhibit the Jesuits and their course of instruction
exactly as I found them andit. I have no motive for concealment or
exaggeration. It has been usual to exhibit the men among whom for a
time my lot was cast as either angels or devils: I shall merely represent
them as I found them. I would rather that my papers should be ac-
cused of wanting interest than attempt to make them startling by the
insertion of fictitious details, I leave others to furnish materials for
romance, My aim is less to amuse the idle, than to atford information
to those serious and earnest minds, which, surveying the rapid growth
and expansion of Jesuit power, ask whetber the movement is for good or
for evil, and would fain know something authentic of the training, orga-
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nization, and government of that tremendous society, which once enacted
So great a part in the history of the world, and which now again appear-
ing on the scene, changed to suit the changes of society, adapted to its
new wants, wishes, conditions, trials, and temptations, aims once more
to obtain supremacy over the mind and actions of mankind.

At the same time, I trust that there is no breach of confidence in di-
vulging the doings of the novitiate ; since the object of all the discipline
of training-houses of every description being honest and honourable,
there can be no rational objection to the means being known to all the
world. No promise was exacted from me to that effect ; therefore, it is
to be presumed, the reverend fathers were not ashamed of anything that
took place in the novitiate—at least, I hope not.

Since I left the novitiate I have often spoken of my experience to my
friends, and, as they have been intercsted with my recital, I have ima-
gined that a narrative of my spiritual training and progress, under the
mfluence of the famous ‘“ Exercises” of IGNATIUS, may be instructive at
this time, when pious people seem to be convulsed all over the world,
yearning after change, desirous of novelty, uncertain what to do with
their souls. Let them not fancy that the Jesuits will be inactive spec-
tators of any movement that takes place in the religious or political
constitutions of the world. They are spread abroad over the earth ; they
are mixing in all societies ; they have their institutions in the midst of
the most crowded marts of life. People must not imagine that the
¢ Wandering Jew” has demolished the society any more effectually than
the “ Provincial Letters” of old ; and still less must they opine that the
severe measures against the Jesuits in France have materially damaged
the “ cause”—far from it: the hydra will put forth more heads than
have been lopped off ; and, what is more, I will venture to predict that
the secret machinations of the redoubtable conspiratiors will before very
long, be found to have given them a pretty solid foundation even in this
country, the bulwark of Protestantism. The Jesnits are tough fel]ov!'s;
every man amongst them has all the strong motives for action, which
give force, energy, intention to the whole body, and the whole body
moves as one man. To my mind the Jesuits, or rather Lovora, has
devised a system which gives to his sons all the properties which the
Creator bas given to “ matter”’—that is, the true Jesuit has mobility
divisibility, malleability, compressibility, tenacity, elasticity, and porosity.
It is to all these mental qualities of these wonderful workers that we
must ascribe their signal triumphs in every quarter of the globe, .and
their greafness even in defeat and desolation. They have such fascina-
tion that their deadliest enemies have, in the moment of their extreme
peril, declared themselves their “ friends, indeed”’—witness the conduct
of the Russian Cabinet at the time of their suppression ; the very power
which had pertinaciously resisted and proscribed their attempts, receiv-
ed them with open arms when rejected, even from the paternal bosom
of the “ Holy Father,” who disowned his best supporters! It is no
wonder that these men look upon themselves as the objects of special
Providence, and walk forward, muffled in portentous gloom, to the grand
consummation which they still believe will make amends for their past
humiliation. But that gloom is & blind only to their enemies : there is



1846.] The Jesuits. 199

a beacon-light in their van—they fancy, at least, that they see it—and
they march on confident of victory.

I confess that I cannot refrain from admiring the unflinching tenacity
of these men. To the philosopher there can be but one opinion with
regard to their practices, doctrines, and morality ; but putting these
questions aside, I propose to show them forth in a psychological and
sacial point of view, how they twist and wrench, and bend and dove-tail
poor humanity to serve their purposes, that is, to the greater glory of
God—the standing motto, as every one knows, of the Society of Jesus.

The Jesuits! the Jesuits! what a bug-bear! Tell a pious Protestant
lady that a Jesuit has just been in her house, and talking with her—
and heavens! what a flurry you’ll throw her into! “What! that very
nice man, a Jesuit ? impossible! I could have listened to him for ever!”
And so it is. The outside of a Jesuit is a Proteus of wonderful versati-
lity—"tis his inside that is always and for ever the same—proof against
BeerLzesus himself. He has had certain principles of action drilled
into him, over and over again : he has been made to acquire a perfect
mastery over himself; he has been set to study himself before the mir-
ror of perpetual self-examination ; he has been humbled to the very dust
in ten thousand trials, in all which he has stood firm to the test; he
has been ““inspired” with the belief~—as firm as his belief in God—that
obedience to his superior can never be wrong, he has been impressed
with the conviction that he has no tie on earth or in society but to his
order, a something more than a nominis umbra, indeed, its very name is
guaranteed immortality by the exalted source of its derivation !

Again, the Jesuit 1s a picked man. No one will be admitted into the
novitiate, who is the least deformed ; he must be guiltless of any public
or notorious crime ; he must be born in lawful wedlock. He must have
talent of some kind, rather more than average abilities. For the rest
it will be shown, hereinafter, what care they take to teach the novice
the useful art of ¢ behaving himself in company.”” Talk of « Hints on
Etiquette!”” The Jesuits can show you a huge folio on the subject,
written for the study of the novices, by one of their own body, which,
as all the world knows, can boast of writers on every subject from the
most trivial to the most important.

I shall have occasion to speak of the origin and progress of this so-
ciety hereafter, but I have first to narrate the commencement of my
personal connection with it.

II.—THE INSPIRATION, AND RECEPTION AT STONYHURST.

I shall never forget the glow of enthusiasm that sent the blood rush-
ing through my heart like a forcing-pump, when I first conceived the
idea of becoming a Jesuit.

It was in London—in Fleet-street. I can point out the very stone
of the pavement on which I stood at that eventful moment. Hardly an
instant was given for consideration. The idea took complete possession
of my mind, and I believed it to be an inspiration. I turned on my
heel, wended my way to street, knocked, was admitted, and stood
in the presence of a—Jesuit, for the first time in my life.

My resolve, though it assumed the character of religious enthusiasm,
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was not, I must confess, wholly free from worldly feelings. My position
at that time may be stated in the very words which I addressed to the
agent of the Jesuits. I wasin a strange land, disappointed in all my
hopes, friendless, despairing, and with every reason, as I thought, to be
so, disgusted with the world, ay, disgusted with this beautiful world,
which offers an equal share of bliss to all, if we would only learn to
adapt our minds to the state in which we find ourselves, and ‘would fall
back, in the very midst of the worst destiny, on the soothing, and, 1
may say, proud conviction, that because we are permitted to live, there-
Jore are we the favoured retainers of a beneficent Providence, which has
some work for us to do.

The reverend gentleman listened to my animated address apparently
with interest ; and when I concluded, he put several questions to me
respecting my former life, the place where I was edncated, and finished
with assuring me that, if I could get testimonials of my good conduct
from the president of the college in which I had been brought up, there
was every probability of my being received into the novitiate. In the
mean time he advised me to go to the library of the British Museum
and read the “ Constitutions of the Society.” ~He promised me that he
would write to the Provincial on the subject, but said that some time
would elapse before a final answer would be given. * Still,” he added,
““ you may hope for the best.”

If my enthusiasm was great before I entered the house, it was trans-
cendent when I left! Despair was changed into hope! I looked up to
Heaven and breathed a fervent prayer of thanksgiving. I blessed the
misfortunes that had hurled me into poverty, apparently but to lead me
to the destiny which was appointed for me by Heaven.

1t is singular how great a change was wrought in my feelings by my
brief interview with the reverend father. His hopeful words, acting on
my mind, then excited to the highest pitch of religions enthusiasm, made
me believe myself under the especial guidance of Providence; and this
belief affected the course of my conduct, and made even trivial circum-
stances appear to me direct interpositions of Heaven.

I was aware that I could not enter the library of the Museum with-
out a recommendation ; but I did not hesitate to enter boldly, search
the catalogues, and write for the book I wanted. I was now in the
hands of Providence, and the barriers of human will against such a mo-
tive, were as naught. Ope must have felt this species of enthusiasm to
comprehend it in its fullest extent.

I was not disappointed. The book was brought to me without a ques-
tion. I considered this trivial ineident as another divine interposition ;
and I read with avidity the pages, which were to me a new Gospel, or
“ good tidings” of the happy vocation to which I was called, nay, as I
conceived, predestined, for I now clearly discovered that every circum-
stance of my life was but a link of the celestial chain that extended from
my birth to the bosom of INaTIUS!

Week after week I called on the agent, but no answer had heen sent.
My visits were short, but still long enough for scrutinising questions as
to my “ vocation.” I stood the test—my enthusiasm had increased, not
diminished. Though, strange to say, I had read every book that had



1846.] The Jesuils. 201

been written against the Jesuits, and saw reason to believe many of the
charges, still I set them all aside with this sincere exclamation : * What-
ever they have been, or are, Heaven calls me to this society ; 7, at least,
will be an Aonest Jesuit.”

At length an answer came—I was accepted! . . . “Thank God!”
said I to the agent, “ then I have not lived in vain!”

But, medio de fonte leporum—surgit amari aliquid, 1 was in debt for
my lodgings ! When aware of my circumstances, the agent gave me the
requisite sum of money—thus, thought I, Heaven has repurchased my
body as it had my soul! I was affected to tears by my emotion, and by
the mark of confidence and regard which was given me on the threshold
of my novitiate.

A few days after I set out for Stonyhurst. I arrived at Blackburn
in the afternoon, and, fiot having mouey enough to pay for a convey-
ance, I left my trunk, and set out on foot for the college, ten or twelve
miles distant. It was a brilliant frosty night of February. The silent
stars looked down on my pilgrimage as the eyes of approving Heaven.
Oh ! what a future seemed opening before me! I felt as IcnvaTIus must
have felt when he set forth to dedicate his body and soul to *“our Lady
of Montserrat,” but I regretted that I had no arms to hang up on her
altar as trophies of the « Queen of Heaven.”

1 was received with welcome, and congratulated on my zeal, which
had not grudged a walk of twelve miles in the holy cause. On the fol-
lowing day, which was Sunday, I  offered up the mass” in thanksgiv-
ing for the glorious vocation which was vouchsafed unto me, never doubt-
ing that I had at length found the destiny to which I was born, and
had only “ to go forth and conquer.”

On the Monday I was formally enrolled—my name, age, &c., being
recorded in the book kept for that purpose. After the lapse of two days,
which I spent very agreeably with the reverend fathers, I was told that
my room was ready to receive me at the Novitiate, and that the *father
of the novices” would be glad to see me as soon as possible. I must
state that I had passed much of my time since my arrival with different
< fathers,” whose care was to prepare my mind for my future life in the
Novitiate, and to observe my character, according to the custom of the
Jesuits.

The impression made on my mind by the ¢ fathers” of the society,
at my first interview, and in subsequent conversations, was by no means
such as I had expected to receive from the sons of IenaTius. Buona-
PARTE said, “Qu’il ne faut jamais se faire de tableaux;” butI am a
physiognomist ; I love a fine face, and still more a fine head. Aware of
what the ¢ Constitutions” require on that score, I was disappointed
with the specimens of Jesuits who had me in charge for the tew days
before I went to Hodder-house. 1 had pictured them to myselfas keen-
eyed, quick, and intellectual. I found them generally the reverse. This
may, perhaps, be accounted for by the fact (which should be known)
that the Jusuits in England send out their best men to work “in the
vineyard,” apparently conscious that, if the out-posts be well defended,
the inner fortress must be secure. The Agent in London and the Pro-
vincial were exceptions however. The former, from the very first in-
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terview, seemed to me a something of forimer days. There was that in
his flashing eye, massive brows, and dark features, which told a history
to come, which might be not unlike the past. He was a man of few
words, and spoke without superlatives,” as lenaTrus advised. I
often tried to gain his ideas on his profession ; but a very short laconic
answer, which referred me to the * Constitutions,” was all that I could
ever get from him. I remember on one occasion I alluded to the
charges made against the society. <« What do they accuse us of P
said he, freezingly. I was rather startled by this apparent ignorance,
and, in self-defence, stumbled on the Paraguay affair. It is all false,
sir,” said he, “ from beginning to end ;" and he began to give me some
spiritual advice. This is curious ; but the fact is, I believe, that the
Jesuits are, for the most part, kept in total ignorace of their own his-
tory in general—a discretion is used in this matter, as in the permission
to read the Scriptures generally among Roman Catholics ; and nothing
but “the great and glorious deeds” of Holy Father IcNaTIUS, as he
is called par excellence, of Father Xavier, Father Campion, Father
Parsons, &c., are familiar to the uninitiated. I say uninitiated, for
the members of the society, like the wheels in a clock, have different
stations, more or less removed from the mainspring ; and it is only after
a long and severe probation that the favoured members are admitted to
the grand concerns of this mysterious body. Even the spiritual books
written by accredited Roman Catholic divines are not permitted to be
read without extreme caution. I need not state the fact, that no Je-
suit is allowed to read a book without the permission of kis superiors :
this is an all-important rule of the ** Constitutions.”

The Provincial 1 saw seldom, except at meals, during the few days
in question ; and but very few words passed, otherwise than profes-
sional, when he admitted me into the society. He seemed eminently a
man of business, and one who knew the value of a flattering hint ; for
when, on referring to the Jesuit calendar of remarkable socii, he observ-
ed the name of the one for that day, which, as chance would have it,
was just the kalf of my own patronymic, he wished me joy of the good
omen, and shook my hands with gratifying emotion. I afterwards met
him in the Novitiate, when he spoke very feelingly on the downfall of
the society.

But for the most part I saw few indications of talent, or even of ex-
tensive information, amongst the “fathers” introduced to me. To one
of them I put the question, ““How it happened that amongst so many -
clever men of the society no triumphant answer was put forth to meet
the ¢ Provincial Letters’ of PascaL?’ < There was,” said he; “but
Father Daniel’s reply was heavy—it lacked the wit of Pascar.” T ex-
pected this answer, and dropped the subject. The same gentleman was,
I remember, very anxious to prepare my mind to submit, as he said, to
the novitiate. One of his remarks I think worth recording. He said
—«8ir, I am only anxious lest a mind used to inquiry should compel
you to ask too frequently, in the practices of the novitiate, Cui bono 7’
“But,” said I, ““ the object—the end—how sublime! To the greater
glory of God shall I not t4us answer the rebellious cut bono of pride 2

I was sincere, and he exulted in my devotion to the sacred cause.
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Whilst passing through the library of the ¢ seminary,” I observed
some works on geology ; end upon my asking the ¢ master” if he favour-
ed the science so replete with strange inductions, he replied, “ We must
keep pace with the age—these are eventful times—we must be armed
at all points.”

III.—ADMISSION TO THE NOVITIATE.

At length, accompanied by two or three members of the society, I
went to * Hodder-house’’—so the Novitiate is called—and was received
at the door by the Father of the Novices, who seized my hand with
rapture, kissed it, and, leading me to the little chapel, knelt down, to
offer, I suppose, a thanksgiving similar to mine of the previous Sun-
day. I was much affected by the fervour of this venerable-looking
man—his hair grey with age, and his countenance furrowed by care or
religious mortifications. I found him throughout a kind, simple man ;
but was always at a loss to imagine the cause of a perpetual sadness
which dimmed his features.

A ‘¢ brother-novice” led me over the various parts of the house, and
then I was introduced to all the novices, who were assembled in the
‘ recreation-room.”

All the novices wore long black cassocks, with a strip of the material
of which they were made hanging down from the shoulders, to typify,
I believe, the wings on which, by meditation, the soul soars to heaven.
They had on their heads caps which seemed very much the worse for
wear—a fact which was afterwards explained by another, viz., that for
the sake of * mortification’ the old clothes and cast-off habiliments,
&ec., of the students at the college were consigned to the use of the
novices. There was nothing, however, in their countenances that in-
dicated excessive austerity, or much success in the art of looking reli-
gious, which, of course, is to be acquired only by practice. An animated
conversation ensued—frequent and joyous peals of langhter were heard
—when suddenly a bell rang. This was my first lesson in the noviti-
ate. As if struck dumb, the syllable, half uttered, was cleft in twain,
and a dead pause ensued. In silence we ascended the stairs, and
entered the chapel. We knelt. After the lapse of about ten or fifteen
minutes, passed in silence, the superior entered, and, kneeling on the
step of the altar, said the * Litany of the Virgin,” and a few other
short prayers, concluding with his blessing. Then followed the kissing
of a relic (of Ienatrus or Xavier, I forget which). The father held
the glass case in his hand, which we all kissed in succession as we filed
off to bed. AsI had ‘° a retreat” of a week’s duration to pass through,
in order to bein a fit condition to perform the duties of a novice, I
went to a spare room reserved for the purpose, and the novices retired
to the dormitory, which I shall afterwards describe.

Here I received a visit from the superior, who explained to me the
nature of the ““ retreat” upon which I was about to eater, and left me,
after committing me to the care of the angels and the saints. I slept very
soundly till morning, when I was wakened by a scratching noise on the
curtains of my bed, and, as soon as my ears were opened, I heard the
words ¢ Deo gratias!” to which I responded (not being acquainted
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with the proper answer), “ Very well I”” and made all haste in dressing,
as I had been ecalled after the other novices, since it was one of them
who gave me the « Deo gratias!” I went tothe lavatory, or washing-

lace, and there I found my “* brothers” performing their ablutions, all
In silence, in tin pans over a stone trough. After the given time was
elapsed the bell rang, and, as all were rcady, we entered the chapel for
“ morning meditation.” Thus began my first day, after my first night,
in the Novitiate.

IV.~—THE THREE HOUSES, WAYS AND MEANS, SILENT INFLUEN-
CES—PROGRESS.

By the name of Stonykurst, a Roman Catholic seminary for the
education of youth, under the direction of the Jesuits, is éommonly
understood. But, as in most things, there is more here than meets
the eye. The society of the Jesuits is regularly established in Eng-
land. The Catholic Emancipation Bill is but a foil to the Jesuits
where it pronounces their non-existence. A Jesuit by his vows
is legally dead (this is the Jesuitical formula), and the society by
the law of the land is legally dead, but both the Jesuit and his
society are vegetating in full luxuriance. It is said that on their re-
monstrating by their delegates against the stringency of the act, it was
hinted to them that they need be under no apprehension as * they
might drive a coach and six through the said act.”” I am informed
they believe that only the Attorney-General can prosecute them, and,
consequently, the < coach and six” permission is a virtual set off on
the part of a lenient government against the odious disgrace of verbal
proscription. One thing is certain, that the Jesuits hold up their heads
1n the high places and move on, like all things at the present day, with
occupet scabies extremos tacked behind them, and  for the greater
glory of God” blazing in their van.

I was informed in the Novitiate that the present tenement of the
Jesuits at Stonyhurst was presented to the fathers by the late Cardinal
‘WEzLD or his father, I forget which, and a curious story is told of the
place. It is said that the old mansion was built by special permission
of Queen Ev1zaBETH for one of her courtiers, a Roman Catholic. It
happened that his son and heir, when a mere boy, was one day walk-
ing in the grounds and swallowed some poisonous berries and died.
This event so afflicted the father that he retired from the place in dis-

st. The deserted mansion was given over to desolation, and fell, at
length, into the hands of the Jesuits, as I have stated, through the
munificence of the pious Cardinal. The Jesuits soon set to work, re-
built and added, cultivated and improved, till, at the present time, they
"possess an ample domain of some thousand acres of excellent land, three
flourishing establishments, and a splendid church.

The * College of Stonyhurst” was, for a long time, the chief Roman
Catholic school for the education of the nobility and gentry of that
persuasion. Of late years Ushaw-college, Prior-park, Oscot, &c., have
risen into eminence, not without a slight feeling of jealousy, or, perhaps,
I should say, holy emulation in the respeective parties. The number of
pupils varies ; at the time of which I am speaking, I believe, it was
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about 150; it has amounted to near 300 in more prosperous times.
The stipend is, for children under twelve years of ago, forty guineas;
for those above that age, fifty ; and for students in philosophy, one
hundred guineas.

The course of studies professed comprises the Greek and Latin clas-
sic authors, composition in Greek and Latin prose and verse, regular
instruction in reading and elocution, writing and arithmetic; English,
French, Italien; history, sacred and profane, and geography. The
higher classes receive lessons in algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.
The philosophical course embraces logic, metaphysics, ethics, and
natural philosophy, with chemistry and the higher mathematics. There
is in the college an extensive apparatus for experimental philosophy,
an astronomical observatory, a chemical laboratory, a collection of
minerals, &e. There is, also, a considerable and increasing library of
approved works of history, and of general information, of which the
scholars have the use, on paying a small monthly subseription. Mas-
ters of music, drawing, dancing, and fencing, give lessons to those
whose parents may desire it. All are closely examined, four times a
year, in what they have learnt during the preceding quarter, and re-
warded accordingly. At the annual exhibition which precedes the
vacation, a considerable number of prizes, consisting of books and silver
medals, is distributed among those who have made the most distin-
guished progress. I have quoted the foregoing almost literally from
the prospectus of the college.

All the regular masters are Jesuits, either in orders or destined {or
the priesthood. The students are never left to themselves—an official,
commonly called ¢ prefect,” is their constant attendant, whether in the
common room of resort, on the play-ground, or walking in the vicinity,
on play-days.

The strictest regularity prevails throughout the establishment. The
students rise at an early hour, attend mass, and proceed to the ¢ study-
place,” where they prepare for their respective schools or classes. No
“ talking” is permitted in proceeding from place to place, nor in the
dormitory or public sleeping-room, nor in the refectory or eating-room,
where ¢ signs-manual” 1interpret the silent cravings of the stomach.
During dinner and supper some book is read by a student appointed for
the purpose, in accordance with one of the rules of the Novitiate, viz.,
that  whilst the body is refitted, the soul, too, may have her food.”
The usual mode of correction is the rod ; but never severely administer-
ed ; for flagrant misdemeanours expulsion is reserved. But the confes-
sional obviates, in a great measure, the necessity for the lash. Obedience
—that talisman to all who are connected with the Jesuits—is inculcated
with awful solemnity ; and the example of < St. Aloysius,” & saint of the
society’s own production, is held forth to the young student for his imi-
tation. Besides, the “ Good Virgin,” who adopted Aloysius, will bless
only those who strive to follow his footsteps, and obedience was his great
virtue ; so the pious youth resolves to be like St. Aloysius, and learns
“ to bear the yoke” from his youth, until he becomes transplanted into
the Novitiate, where all the nascent virtues of the society, par excellence,
are duly watered and expanded into bloom. The conversation of the
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masters and prefects is always caleulated to inspire a deep veneration
in the students, for the society and all its concerns ; and apparently un-
intentional reports circulated about such and such a one who is * doing
so well” in the Novitiate, insensibly iuspire an wndefined wish in the un-
thinking youth, fast approaching the term of his ¢ humanity studies,”
to be received there. Then he ventures to express half a wish to his
« spiritual adviser”—the keeper of his conscience—who tells him to
think of the matter—to ask the aid of « Mary and her divine Son,” and
then to follow the finger that points the way—to the Novitiate, as a
matter of course.

It is not to be wondered at that this insidious course has buried in
the Novitiate the sons of noblemen and the wealthy of the land. There
is a very nostalgia generated in tender minds which makes them cling,
as if under the fascination of a serpent, to the spot where their minds first
budded into spring, and to the men who possess the tender secrets of
their youthful indiscretions, which Heaven has long since forgotten! It
is through the confessional that drips the potent fluid, which encrusts
the heart with a coating impervious, impenetrable to all external influ-
ences that do not pass first through the medium of the “ father of the
couscience,” who reigns in undivided and undisputed possession over
the mind.

Not far from the “ college” is the ¢ seminary,” which is a new build-
ing, tastefully built and remarkably well laid out in the interior. It is
exclusively occupied by those who have passed through the Novitiate,
and, having taken the three simple vows of voluntary poverty, perfect
obedience, and perpetual chastity, are continuing their studies for the
priesthood. The rules of the Novitiate are here considerably relaxed,
as far as mental occupation is concerned ; but still the seminary may be
considered as a prolongation of the Novitiate, which, indeed, may be
said to last for ever; for the Jesuit, as will be afterwards shown, is al-
ways under surveillance, always in a state of probation. This might be
unendurable, but for the conviction that there is no escape from it, and
that all the members of the society are subject alike to its influence.
The teachers in the < college’ are drafted from this establishment.

I now return to the Novitiate, or Hodder-House, as it is called. It
is sitnated on the sloping bank of a streamlet from which it derives its
name. The house is an ordinary-looking building, with a garden at-
tached, cultivated by the novices, and a play-ground for foot-ball.

The interior comprises a small chapel, a public dormitory divided in-
to compartments, about eight feet by five in dimensions, and a green
curtain in front; the superior’s room ; a spare room for casual novices
(like myself) to perform their introductory retreat io, and for the use
of strangers who go occasionally for the same pious purpose ; lastly, the
kitchen, lavatory or washing-place, and another large room, which is
used as a school-room for very young children (under seven years of
age) sent to Stonyhurst. One of the novices of the second year is ap-
pointed schoolmaster to these little ones. Just over the school-room is
their dormitory, and alittle chapel where they hear mass, for they might
otherwise be a distraction to the novices.
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At the back of the house, in a dweling quite separate, lived the laun-
dresses of the Novitiate, whom we never saw.

I have not mentioned servants’ rooms simply hecause there were no
servants in the Novitiate. Every man in the Novitiate was a Jesuit, or to
be one. The very cook wasa Jesuit, commonly called a “ lay brother,”
that is to say, a man who took the simple vows of the saciety, and de-
dicated his trade or craft to the service of the society. His assistants
were lay novices also. These men have, of course, more work than
prayer ; or, at least, quite as much of one as of the other. Thus, in
the palmy days of the society, there were all manner of workmen be-
longing to the society; thus, rendering it totally independent of the
world at large ; and thus, we can imagine what this wonderful combina-
tion of the trades, the sciences, the spiritualities of this nether world
could effect in swaying the destinies of humanity. In those days, when
a Jesuit, proprement dit, went forth on his °“ mission,” he was attended
by his lay brother, who went with him in the two-fold capacity of a
servant and a spy on his actions ; for all are bound to keep a watch on
their brethren as well as on themselves. If they * manifest themselves,”
they must “ manifest their brothers.”

There are funds belonging to the Novitiate exclusively, resulting from
pious bequests and donations; the novices, consequently, who are al-
ways considered by the ¢ Constitutions,”” as without friends, kindred,
home and wealth, except in the society, pay nothing for their board and
lodging. On entering the gates of probation the novice gives himself
to the society ¢ for the greater glory of God,” and the society under-
takes to be his mother, father, brother, sister, friend, and only ac-
quaintance.

True, a man cannot at once forget all these tender ties, unless by the
hand of death they exist not; but the progress in this consummation is
not the less certain for being gradual. I never heard a word mentioned
of ¢ kith or kin’* during my year—of the undying thoughts that rise in
spite of ourselves, I can, of course, say nothing—with regard to others.
I heard the voices coming from afar, like voices of a dream, and I fre-
quently asked myself: ¢ Can you all forswear humanity ?"” but the
< spirit of IeNATIUS” whispered: * He that loved father and mother
more than me is not worthy of me!” Thus was the sacred text per-
verted to countenance an unnatural dissevering of all the ties that the
God of our common nature has woven together into a web which, hack
and tear it as we will, still repairs and renews itself for ever.—The Br:-
tannia.

There is much of strong vigorous and faithful painting in
all this. The prevailing characteristics of the Jesuits are hit
off to the life. The true Jesuit has ¢ all the properties whick
the Creator has given to © matier’—that is, mobility, divisibi-
lity, malleability, compressidility, tenacity, elasticity, and poro-
sity.”’ Again, ¢ the oUTSIDE of a Jesuit is a Proteus of wonder-
Jul versatility—tis his INSIDE that is always and for cver the
same, proof against Beelzebub himself”> These and many other
sentences are wonderfully pregnant with meaning. Those who
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are best acquainted with the history of the order, will be first
to acknowledge their singular felicity, applicability and force.
The glimpses too which the anthor affords us into the inner
workings and conditions of mind which prove the seed-plot
and nursery of such a tremendous system of discipline as
Jesuitism encourages and demands, are in a psychological point
of view deeply interesting. We fancy, after the perusal -of
such an artless narrative, that we can better understand the
process by which poor humanity may be ¢ twisted and wrench-
ed, and bent and dove-tailed” into the unique mould of Jesuit-
ism—a mould, which seems to realise in itself the apparently
paradoxical and impracticable union of the extremes of flexi-
bility and inflexibility. The whole we commend to the atten-
tion of our readers; and our earnest prayer is that all may be
preserved from the snares and wiles of those whose success
is equivalent to the destruction of the souls of men.

fMissionarp any Religious Futel ligence,

1.—Mi1ss10NARY AND EccLEsIASTICAL MOVEMENTS.

From recent letters we are happy to learn that the Bishop of Calcutta is
much improved in health. Heis expected in Calcutta about November
next.—We regret to learn that owing to continued indisposition, the Rev.
D. G. Watt, of the London Mission, Benares, will not be able to return to
India.—The following brethren bave, siace our last record of departures,
left Calcutta in search of health:—the Rev. H. R. Wilson, of Futtyghur,
Rev. R. Jameison, of Sabathoo, and Mrs. Craig, widow of the late Mr. Craig,
all of the American Presbyterian Mission, and the Rev. Mr. Heyer, Ameri-
can Lutheran Mission to the Teloogoos. The Rev. Mr. Dresse of the German
Mission, has joined the London Mission at Benares.—The Rev. J.H. Budden,
and Mrs. Budden, have arrived at their station, Mirzapore.—Rev. J. A.
Schurman, of the London Mission, Benares, arrived in Calcutta from the
United States—he has left for Benares.—1he Bishop of Madras and the
Archdeacon of Calcutta have been on a visit to the Missions at Krishnagur
and Jessore.—The Lent Leciures are to he delivered by the Bishop of Ma-
dras—We regrel to add to the list of the dead in the Missionary circle, the
following names :—Mrs. Hobson, the wife of Dr. Hobson, of the London
Mission at Hong Kong ; Mrs. H. died off Dover on her return to England.
— Mrs. Pearson, of the Bahamas, sister-in-law of the late Rev. J. Pearson, of
the London Mission at Chinsurah. Mrs. P. was a most devoted Missionary.
—The Rev. W. Knibb, of the Baptist Mission, Jamaica., Mr, Knibb fell a
victim to the yellow fever. He was one of the most eloquent and fearless
advocates of the rights of man and the cause of Missions. His removal isa
loss to the whole church and the cause of suffering humanity generally.

Bomeay.—The Lord Bishop of Bombay commenced his tour of visitation
towards the north about the middle of last month.

The Rev. Mr. Brereton of Karachee, we are bappy to observe, accompa-
pies the field-force under Sir C. Napier.

The Rev. James Aitken of the ““ Free Church Mission,” who, we regret to
eay, bas long been a great sufferer from the effects of an adverse climate, 19
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shut up to the only means that presents a hope of recovery,—a return to his
native land. May the blessing of *“ the good Lord”” go with him, and ful-
fill his best and highest expectations.

MADRAS.—Arrived at Madras by the ship Wellington, on the 13th
ultimo, the Rev. Dr. Schmid, formerly colleague with the Rev. C. T. E.
Rhenius; and the Rev. Charles Rhenius, second son of that lamented Mis-
sionary.—Dr, Schmid and family proceeds to the Neilgherries to establish
an Educational Institution, and to engage in Missionary labours; and the
Rev. C. Rhenius and lady, to join the Church Missionaries in Tinnevelly.—
Our respected fellow-labourer the Rev. M. Bowie, M. A, has returned in
health from a tour on duty of two months to Arcot, Vellore, Bangalore,
&c.—The Wesleyan Missionaries from all the stations in the Presidency,
who held their Annual Meeting at Madras near the beginning of last month
have returned to their respective stations.—The Rev. R. D. Griffith, of this
place, has been removed to DBangalore, and the Rev. J. Haswell, from
Bangalore to Madras. While together, they held an Ordination, Decem-
ber 29th, of the Rev. Mr. Webber, an East Indian; which is a subject of
sincere congratulation.—The Rev. C. F. Heyer, of Guntoor, has proceeded
to America by way of Calcutta—The Rev. Mr. Cuthbert, of the Church
Missionary Society, on his way to Calcutta, and the Rev. T. G. Ragland,
M. A,, Fellow and late Tutor of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, of the
same Society, for Madras, arrived by the Steamer, on the 3d ultimo.—The
Rev. F. D. W. Ward and family, and Mrs. Winslow, of the American Mis-
sion, have left Madras for America, by way of England, on account of ill-
health.—We are glad to learn that the Rev. Mr. Drew, of the London
Mission, formerly at Madras, arrived in the December Steamer at Bombay,
and has proceeded down the coast on a visit to the missions of the Society
in the Southern part of the Peninsula, on his way to Madras.—Madras
Christian Instructor for January end February.

2.—THE 27TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BENGAL AUXILIARY TO
THE LoNDON MissioNARY SocIETY,

Was held at the Union Chapel, on Wednesday evening the 28th of
January. Archibald Grant, Esq., presided.

The Meeting commenced with singing part of the 602d Hymn in the Union
Chapel Selection, the Rev. J. Mullens read the Psalm and engaged in prayer,
gter which the Secretary, the Rev. T. Boaz, presented details from the

eport.

Moved by the Rev.J. Wenger, of the Baptist Missioa, seconded by J.
Lowis, Esq., C. 8. aud of the Established Church of Scotland :—

L—That the Report, details from which have been presented to this Meet-
ing, be circulated under the direction of the Coramittee.

The present embarrassed state of the Funds of the Parent Society and of
the Bengal Auxiliary, united with the present facilities for usefulness in In-
dia, are causes for regret, humiliation and increased exertion.

Moved by the Rev. A. F. Lacroix, of the London Mission, seconded by
the Rev. J. Macdonald, of the Free Church Mission :—

I1.—That the importance and necessity of Mission labour is admitted by
all evangelical Christians. Success in the blessed work is the desire of every
renewed heart. The work of God the Holy Spirit, the grace of Christ the
Lord, and the blessing of God the Father are acknowledged by the Church
of Christ to be absolutely essential to success. Without these all the labour
of man is in vain. In subordination to the means absolutely essential to
success one thing is needed, intelligent sympathy with Mission work in the
mind of the Universal Church. . o

Moved by the Rev. H. R. Wilson, of the American Prgsbytenan Mission,
seconded by the Rev.J. A. Schurman, of the London Mission :—

VOL. VIIL 2 E -
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I11.—That the following Christian friends constitute the Committes of
the Bengal Auxiliary for the ensuing year.

Prayer is earnestly intreated that ail connected with this Mission may be
glegsed with a prayerful and faithful spirit in the discharge of their sacred

uties.

Revs. A. F. Lacroix, J. Paterson, J. Campbell, T. Boaz. J. Parker, J.
Mullens, A, Bedford, Esq., H. Andrews, Esq.J. Bartlett, Esq.,J W. Beedle,
Es'g., M. Cockburn, Esq., H. Dunn, Esq., A. Grant. Esq., G. C. Hay, Esq.

he meeting was well attended. It was instructive and calculated to stir
up the best feelings of the Christian heart. The collections at this anniver-
sary amounted to upwards of 2,000 Co.’s Rs.

3.—TaE UnNiTED MoxTHLY MissioNaRY PRAYER MEETING

Was held at the Union Chapel, on Monday evening, the 2d of February.
The address was delivered by the Rev. T Boaz. Subject—The wissionary
rayer-meeting, its design and influence. The devotional services were con-
ucted by the Rev. Messrs Leslie and Macdonald. The attendance was
upon the whole cheering.

—_—

4,—THE MoNTHLY MIssioNARY PrRaYER MEETING

Connected with the London Society, was held at the Union Chapel, on
Wednesday, the 4th of February. The Rev. T, Boaz addressed the meet-
ing. Subject—Prayer the great blessing of the church. The speaker illus-
trated the subject by reference to a recent visit to the Ganga Sagar Mela,
and the late meeting of the Native Temporal Aid Society. The Rev Messrs.
Schurman and Boaz offered prayer. The attendance was good.

5.—THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CALCUTTA BaPrisT MISSIONARY
SociETY

Was held at the Baptist Chapel, Circular Road, on Thursday evening,
February 5th.

The meeting commenced by singing a hymn of praise to the Redeemer.
The Rev. A Leslie read part of the 11th chapter of the Acts of the Apos-
tles and offered prayer. A. Grant, Esq. presided. )

The Secretary, the Rev. J. Wenger, read an abstract of the Report, which
on the delightful subject of conversion, was a cheering document.

The accompanying resolutions were moved and seconded.

Moved by Rev. T. Boaz, seconded by Rev. J. Macdonald :— .

1. That this meeting, while deeply affected by the heavy losses which the
miesion has sustained during the year, yet considering on the other hand
the success which has attended it, feels constrained to thank God and take
courage.

Fruartiher that the Report, extracts from which have now been read, be
adopted, printed and circulated under the direction of the Committee, and
that the following gentlemen be the officers and Committee of this Auxili-
ary Society for the ensuing year :—

Treasurer.—1. B. Biss. Secretary.—J. Wenger.

Committee.—Rev. Messrs. Aratoon, Leslie, Page, Pearce, and Thomas ;
Mesars. J. S. Biss, Carrau, Holmes, DeMonte, Riddle, and Wyatt.

Moved by Rev. G. Pearce, seconded by Rev. T. Morgan :—

2. That this meeting acknowledges with heartfelt gratitude the goodness
of God in permitting the late Rev. Dr. Yates (who was one of the founders
of this Auxiliary Society) 1o devote thirty years of his life to the spread of
the gospel and the promotion of education in India as well as to the trans-
lation of the Scriptures into several of the vernacular languages, and in en-
abling him to complete the Bengali version of the entire Bible.
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Moved by the Rev. H. R. Wilson, seconded by the Rev. D. Ewart :—

3. That in the present weak state of the mission, in the financial difficul-
ties of the Parent Society, in the magnitude of the work yet remaining to be
accomplished, and in the promising aspect of several portions of the mis-
sion field, this meeting recognizes so many calls not only for increased local
efforts but also for fervent prayer that the Lord would raise up, in this
country, labourers to send forth into his harvest,

In conclusion the assembly united in singing the doxology. The bene-
diction was pronounced by the Rev. A Leslie. The meeting was well at-
tI:nded‘ The collection amounted, independent of hlank tickets, to Co.’s

8. 298.

We regret to learn that the Baptist Missionary Society is compelled to
appeal to the friends of missions in India on behalf of the funds of the Pa-
rent Society. That institution is, it appears, upwards of 60,000 Co.’s Ras. in
debt, with {)ut little proepect of diminishing it in the coming year. Under
these circumstances it has felt compelled to enforce on its Missionaries in
the field the necessity of making increased efforts for obtaining funds in
their respective fields of labour. We sincerely hope that the friends of mis-
sions will be prompt and generous in responding to this not less than to the
appeal recently made to them on behalf of the London Missionary Society.

6.—CarLcurTA CHRISTIAN JUVENILE SOCIETY.

A meeting of the friends of the Calcutta Christian Juvenile Society was
held at the Benevolent Institution on Friday evening Feb. 15th. I'he meeting
was well attended and was pervaded by a cheerful and hopeful spirit. We
have copied a report of the meeting from the Standurd, which precludes the
necessity of our going moreinto detail as to the proceedings of the evening.
We append the rules of the Society, from which may be gathered the ob-
jects and instrumentality of the Association in the very words of its con-
ductors. We shall be happy to find that a Society so calculated for useful-
ness amongst a large class of our fellow-citizens is sustained ia its present
or even more enlarged operations.

Fundamental Rules of the Calcutta Christian Juvenile Society, Established
' in 1822.

I. That the Society be designated “ The Calcutta Christian Juvenile Socie-

II. That the Calcutta Christian Juvenile Society be established on those
catholic principles in which all Protestant denominations are agreed.

II1. That the object of the Society be the spiritual improvement of the
youth of the city of Calcutta.

IV, That in furtherance of this object the following means be adopted,
viz. (1) Divine Service in the Rooms of the Society, every Friday evening ;
(2) Sabbath Schools in the Society’s Rooms or elsewhere ; (3) Prayer Meet-
ings in private houses; (4) the Distribution of Bibles, either in whole, or in
portions, and of Religious Tracts, and (5) the circulation of Religious Books.

V. That Ministers and Missionaries, as well as approved laymen, of all
Protestant denomiuations, be invited to deliver Lectures at the Society’s
Rooms, and that no person be allowed to discourse at its Meetings on the
peculiarities of his own connexion.

VI. That a President and two Vice-Presidents be appointed over the
Society.

VII?’ That Christians of all Protestant denominations be eligible as Mem-
bers of the Committee, and that no person be admitted who is not in full
communion with some one section of the Church of Christ, and who does
not sustain the reputation of a fair name.

22
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VIII. That a General Meeting of the Members and Friends of the So-
ciety be held annually in the month of January, at which a veport of the
progress of the Society, and the state of the Funds, shall be read and Of-
ficers elected for the ensuing year.

IX. That every person contributing one rupee or upwards, whether paid
monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or annually, be considered a Member of this
Society, and have the power of voting at its General Meetings.

X. That all the Meetings of this Society be commenced and concluded
with prayer, and that the Members feel it a duty incumbent on them to cul-
tivate the friendship of all institutions engaged in evangelical labours.

By-Laws.

1. That the number of individuals composing the Committee of the So-
ciety, be limited to 12.

II. That the Committee assemble ordinarily for the transaction of busi-
ness, on the first Friday eveniug of every month, after the conclusion of
Divine Service.

III. That in the absence of the President or Vice-Presidents, a chairman
be elected by the Committee from among their number, and that four be
competent to form a quorum, the chairman having the casting vote.

IV. That the Committee appoint a Secretary and a Treasurer, and that
the duties of these officers be vested in one individual, conjointly, or in two,
separately, at the discretion of the Committee-

V. That the Treasurer furnish a detailed statement of the Accounts at
every ordinary Meeting of the Committee, and that he obtain their sanction
to all items of expenditure exceeding Co.’s Rs. 10.

VI. That the Committee appoint two Auditors to check the Accounts.

VII. That the Society keep up a Circulating Library, consisting of Re-
ligious and other useful Books, for the benefit of its Members and Friends.

VIII. That a Librarian be appointed to take charge of the Books of the
Society, and that he submit a quarterly report to the Committee of the state
of the Library, and of any accessions of works which may be made to it,
from time to time.

The Calcutta Christian Juvenile Society’s Rooms, No. 180, are sitnated
directly opposite the Benevolent Institution, in Bow Bazar.

The annual meeting of the Calcutta Christian Juvenile Society was held
on Friday evening, Feb. 13th, in the Benevolent Institution, the attendance
was very good. The business was opened by singing and prayer offered
up by the Rev. T. Smith. T'he Rev. T. Boaz presided.

The Chairman in introducing the matters to he brought forward for the
consideration of the meeting, expressed his gratification at the revival of the
Society’s Annual Meetings. He also said he was pleased to find that a slight
but judicious alteration had been made in the designation of the Society, by
the addition of the epithet Christian, thereby marking ite distinctive charac-
ter. Before calling on the Secretary to read the Annual Report, the Chair-
man made affecting allusion to that good and godly man the Rev. J. Penney,
who was once so intimately associated with the Society, and never ceased to
feel 2 warm interest in promoting the object it has in view.

The Secretary then proceeded to read the Report, which congratulated
the members of the Society on its resuscitation, after a long period of all
but actual suspension of operations. T'he Report then adverted to the ob-
jects of the Society, and furnished an account of what it has dqne in the
course of the past year. Mention was made of the happy conversion of two
young men, who traced the first glimmerings of heavenly light in their
hearts, to a connection with this Society. ‘T'he means at present employed
for the attainment of tbe objects of the Society are various. The principal
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of them is the Friday meetings of the Society, when religious exercises form
the chief occupation of those who attend. The nextis a Sunday School, and
thirdly a circulating library. The collections of last year amounted to ahove
Rs. 400, and the expenditure to about Rs. 300. The Society’s house con-
tinues to be in use. The deeds have lately been prepared anew in the name
of five Trustees. It is contemplated to enlarge the meeting room, which is
found to be insufficient for the accommodation of the congregation. For
this purpose, as well as for the general furtherence of the Society’s opera-
tions, contributions from the Christian community will be necessary.

Rev. T. Smitly, in proposing the adoption and publication of the Report
read by the Secretary, addressed the meeting at some length. We regret
time and space preclude our giving a full report of what fell from him. Two
of the points remarked upon by the speaker may he mentioned. In recom-
mending the Society as an useful institution, he laid stress on the fact, that
if it did no more than merely assemble a number of young persons weekly
for the purposes of edification, it would do enough to entitle it to encour-
agement and support. In no place, perhaps more than in this city, is the
want experienced to a greater extent, that young people have no where to
go, and nothing to employ them, where and by which their rational enjoyment
may be promoted and their moral and religious improvement advanced.
They require something to keep them from mischief, and this is dificult to
be attained under the present arrangement of things. 7This Society, there-
fore, in supplying a resource to enable young persons of both sexes to pass
even one evening in six, profitably and agreeably, fulfils a much desiderated
object, and as such may assert its claims on the public. The other point
especially dwelt upon by Mr. Smith at some length and with great energy,
related to the establishment of Sunday Schools all over the town. The
Report had made mention that there is one Sunday School in connection
with the Society, but that was not enough. The Society, through the vigor-
ous and combined co-operation of its members, ought to strive to form a lit-
tle Sunday School in every neighbourhood and street and lane in Calcutta.
They should particularly direct their efforts to the humbler classes, and try
to get together the poor, ignorant, ragged children to be met with in the
haunts of vice, poverty, and misery, of which there are not a small number
in this city. They ought not to allow themselves to be discouraged by any
circumstances that might hinder success; but to go on with unremitting
perseverance employing all lawful means to rescue the little objects of their
Christian philanthropy. Mr. Smith related particulars of his personal ex-
perience as a Sunday School teacher in Scotland with considerable force.
Before resuming his seat, he sought to enforce the great practical truth thag
none can prove a blessing to others unless blessed from above themselves,
and exhorted the members of the Society to personal piety.

Mr., Haycock seconded the resolution proposed by Mr. Smith, and in do-
ing so also addressed the meeting on several important points.

Rev. J. Wenger brought forward the second resolution ; it was of a purely
devotional character. He especially insisted on the great benefits likely to
ensue from the voluntary association of young persons together, for religi-
ous purposes; and in illustration, stated his own experience on the subject
while a student of Divinity in Switzerland, bis native country.

Rev. J. Page seconded the resolution moved by Mr. Wenger, and in doing
so made some good remarks on the duty of intercessional prayer.

Rev. G. Pearce propused the third and last resolution, appointing a Com-
mittee; he particularly commented on the advantages calculated to arise from
Sabbath instruction to children, instancing several cases in proof of this

osition. )
P Mr. David Chill seconded the last resolution, which with the two preced-
ing ones was carried unanimously by a show of hands.
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The Chairman made some coneluding observations, they however, em-
braced too many points to be all mentioned here, though one or two may be
specified. He expressed his satisfaction at the practical tone of all the ad-
dresses. Im passing, he echoed the burthen of Mr. Smith's address relative
to the incalculable good to be expected from the formation of Sunday Schools
for the children of the poor. By way of encouragement to the members of
the Society to exertion and perseverance, he stated the difficulties and dis-
advantages he himself had to contend againstin his attempt to impart sabbath
instruction, and how by dint of perseverance and energy every obstacle was.
vanquished, and a Sunday School brought into existence consisting of seven
hundred children. He related several other anecdotes, both pleasant and
instructive, which were all very approvingly received by the meeting. To-
wards the conclusion of his remarks he made an excellent proposal, that in
addition to the religious exercises, there should be lectures in history, scien-
ces and other important and interesting subjects delivered at the Society’s
rooms.

The meeting broke up by singing the doxology, and the benediction from.
the chair.—Calcutta Standard.

7 —Missions.

The appeal of the friends of the Baptist Missionary Society in Calcutta,
ou behalf of the funds of the Parent Society, has given rise to discussion on
not a few points connected with the nature and operations of missionary in-
stitutions generally.

The Hurkaru suggests the propriety of forming one society, in which all
denominations could unite, from which all should draw their funds, and
which should be a board of inanagement for all foreign missions. He sup-
poses that such a Society would obviate many of the difficulties arising out
of the present constitution of things. Nothing would afford us more satis-
faction than the formation of such a Society were it practicable. As an
evidence of the vnity of Christ’s people, and a sure presage of speedy con-
quest, we shall hail such an event with sincere and heartfelt rejoicing. But
we fear, in the present state of things itis not practicable.

It has been both suggested and tried. The London Missionary Society
is based upon this very priociple. It proposed to send forth Christian men
of all denominations, and to support them in simply making known Christ
and him crucified to a perishing world. The mere shell of the Christian
Church, its form of government was left to the choice and judgment of the
converts. The original directors were men pertaining to all sections of the
church. Divisional institutions have since that period sprung up on every
hand—the bond has been weakened, and the prospects of such union in the
Missionary work more distant in our estimation than it was half a century
ago. All Christians, as Christians, admire the catholicity of such a princi-
ple in theory, the difficulty is how to make it square with denominational
peculiarities and interests.

The author of the Natural History of Enthusiasm some years ago, in the
height of his popularity, suggested a new model of Christian Missions to
Pagans and Mubammadans. He proposed a general society based upon a
kind of eemi-episcopal presbyterian model. The plan had much to commend
it in principle if not in detail, to those who seek only the promotion of Chris-
tianity in its sublime and simple doctrines and practice. It created a tem-
porary discussion and was then consigned to the tomb of schemes. To the
best of our knowledge it did not even produce one conference with a view
to a more comprehensive or Catholic mode of conducting missions. The
Christian church was at that period comparatively at rest. It has since been
agitated by the discussion of great principles, and is scarcely we fear pre-
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pared at the present time for the calm consideration of such a plan as the
Hurkaru has suggested.

The causes which have led to the failure of the trial and suggestion are
deeply implanted in human nature, and strengthened by the practices and
habits of many generations. [t will need much agitation and much instrue-
tion on the essential truths and principles of Christianity to strike at the
root of the causes in which the supposed evils originate, ere the object aimed
at by the Hur{caru, and all who think with him, will be attained. We look
to the present scriptural efforts to promote a real and practical union of all
true believers with hope, in this as well as other important matters connected
with the spiritual welfare of the Christian church. On the success of this
effort for union greatly depends the promotion of this and many other de-
partments of Christian labour.

The plan proposed by the Hurkaru has originated in the multiplication of
schemes, and the consequently increased number of appeals to Christian
benevolence for their prosecution.

We have little symjathy with the views of those who feel this state of
things to be a burden. The Christian church has now been labouring for
many years to propagate the faith of Christ in beathen and Muhammadan
lands, and she has done well in this great and good cause. She has, how-
ever, only been preparing the way for success on a large scale. The jungle
has been cleared—the foundation has been laid—the land has now to be
brought into cultivation—the building has now to be erected. If she shrink
from her work now all her past labour will but have been thrown away. The
jungle will again overspread the land and the foundations be hid.

The multiplied calls upon her treasury, in our estimation, are but so many
tokens of success, and instead of inducing complaint should excite to gra-
titude and increased devotedness. Multitudes are everywhere crying out
for the word of life—schools are rising up on every hand. The people have
been aroused, and the cryis on every side—give, give—give knowledge,
give education—the cry of the people is who will show us any good? Shall
the Christian church murmur at this state of things for which she has toiled
and prayed. T'he members of the church of Christ should be impressed
with the fact that the work of missions is but begun and must be prosecuted
with vigour.

The standard of giving in connection with this cause has we think never
been rightly understood. With a few noble exceptions the cause of missions
has not yet absorbed the luzuries of the Church. Could our Missionary in-
stitutions but receive the sums spent oun the luxuries of life by those who
profess to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth, she would have little rea-
son to complain—add to these gifts the fruits of that self-denial which all
true Christians profess to exercise, and her treasury would be amply sustain-
ed. Weneed not enter into details, the state of our Christian establishments
with their princely expenditure witness to the sad fact.

We are neither anxious that Christians should be monks or nuns, or that
they should literally cast all into one éommon purse, but before they indulge
ia complaint as to what they give to the cause of religion, let them think of
how much they expend on the mere extravagauncies of life, and compare it
with what they afford to that Saviour to whom they profess to owe all their
present and future happiness, and they will, we believe, be led to deep hu-
miliation and repentance of spirit and increased devotedness to Christ. In
these remarks we have merely referred to money gifts—there are higher and
nobler donations than these required at our hands by Christ—the gifts of
personal service and direct practical influence ; where are they 2 In how few
instances do we hear of our civil, military, and commercial men—our young
men of all grades offering themselves for the work of the ministry in India.
In Britain how different—what noble examples have we in the Missionary
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field in [ndia, were the private history recorded of the sacrifices which such
have mude for the spiritual welfare of this people. At home how frequent-
ly do we hear of men like Luke the physician, and Matthew at the receipt
of customs, forsaking all, not merely to follow, but to serve Christ. Chris-
tians in India have yet much to learn and do ere they should utter the lan-
guage of complaint in reference to their gifts to the treasury of missions.

8.—PERSECUTION OoF NATIVE CHRISTIANS,

The following extract from the Bombay Witness will be read with painful
interest by all the true followers of the Lord Jesus. Up to the present time
the infant native church in India has been preserved from persecution ; whe-
ther this has been for its good, is not for us to determine; perhaps persecu-
tion has been and is still needed to purify and strengthen the scattered mem-
bers of the body of Christ. Be that as it may, we must and do sympathise
with our shamefully treated fellow-Christians. Our prayers should surely
rise up to the God of all grace and consolation that He would appear for and
to them in all their trials, and provide both for their support and deliverance.

Skameful Proceedings.—We are sorry to learn that Nalloor and several
villages contiguous thereto, where the German Mission bas several who have
lately come under Christian instruction, have been the scenes of disgraceful
and violent proceedings. The heathen of every caste to the number of 3,000,
rose up together and attacked twenty villages where there were people re-
ceiving Christian instruction ; robbery was practised, several of the villagers
were flogged and some most unmercifully, and what is much worse, this
ruthless mob committed violence upon some of the women. A Catechist’s
wife was subjected to most shameful abuse. Mr. Schaffter, the Missionary
at Nalloor, wrote to the Collector apprizing him of the disturbance, and who
arrived at a place four miles from Nalloor, where the multitude was com-
mitting their depredations, with peons and soldiers, and these stayed the
progress of the infuriated mob and seized a great many of the ringleaders
who are placed in custody. The rest are in a fearful state of excitement,
and still continue gathering together, notwithstanding the positive orders of
Government against their assembling. Great must have been the trial of
Mr. Schaffter and his family on the distressing occasion. Mr. Schaffter,
when he saw that danger was approaching Nalloor, sent Mrs. Schaffter and
several of the women to Palamcotta—he himself remained, the Collector un-
expectedly came with soldiers and peons and help was obtained.- What a
blow has the enemy struck in this attempt to intimidate inquirers, and what
misery bhas been inflicted upon the new congregations, knowing yet so little
of truth ; their houses have been pulled down, many amongst them flogged
and wounded, and robbed of all they possessed, and the women abused.
We are very glad to learn that amidst it all they continue to hold on. This
daring outrage seems to be the fruits of the Chatur Veda Sangam, for the
opposition of Christianity established at Madras. A certain Dayapanadan
established it at Nalloor about three weeks since and the first vesult of it
has been the open violence we bave narrated. The chief ringleader was
pot apprehended at the date of our account, though a warrant had been is-
sued against him.—Are we to be surprised at these things ? far from it, we
are rather to expect them. They strongly corroborate the declarations of
the Bible. Here then, is a call to come forward and assist those who
have on account of their profession of Christianity been despoiled of their
goods, beaten, and abused. Here is another opportunity of relieving those
who are persecuted for the Gospel’s sake. We trust these facts will stir up
many among us to eend help to the people who have suffered, and thus
show our sympathy. “Inasmuch, says our Lord, as ye have done it unto
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one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” We shall
gladly receive donations for the relief of these oppressed ones.

9.—Curistian Unron.

We hear and read much in these days of Christian Union. Every in-
stance of real brotherly affection and oneness is encouraging, and may
with profit be recorded as a pattern for the imitation of others. The fol-
lowing letter is in our estimation a sweet example of real, right, brotherly,
Christian feeling. It was addressed by a clergyman of the English Episco-
pal Church to a Dissenting minister, in reply to a communicatior, accom-
panied by a copy of the Bible presented by the Dissenters of the parish on
the eve of the departure of this truly Christian clergyman to another and
distant sphere of lahour. The two ministers laboured in a widely and scat-
tered field, preaching in different parts of the parish at different hours on
the Sabbath, and so did they endeavour to arrange their plans that the
people in every part of the parish heard the word of life twice every Sah-
bath either from the Established or Dissenting pastor. In the letter of the
Dissenting minister, the writer, after speaking of the Bible as the centre of
union, says—* In how little have we differed, and never have we been stumb-
ling blocks to sinners around us, by living at a distance or appearing not
to be of the same family. We have met for prayer on a Saturday evening
for a blessing ob the approaching Sabbath. We have met on our toilsome
labours often in the bleak and pelting storm, amidst the wild scenery of ,
and it was always good so to meet. On the evening of the Sahbath how
often have we been refreshed by the interchange of Christian feeling around
your hospitable hearth. Oar people have known us only as the ministers of
Christ, and not of any church. I shall look back on the time spent in
as the most sacred and Christian of my life. More real cordiality without
the compromise of principle cannot, I believe, be realized on earth than we
have experienced : — :

“ My pear FrienD,—It is with feclings of much gratitude and pleasure
that I accept through your means, a very handsome, yet not more handsome
than useful, edition of the Book of books, the bible, a token, as you have
informed me, of the regard which my Christian brethren and sisters,
the Dissenters of and entertain for me. Of that regard my dear
friend, I feel conscious, I am but too unworthy, and cannot help inwardly
saying to myself since the reception of this expression of it, * Where-
fore is this to me £’ Itis bowever not a little cheering and consolatory under
the trials and difficulties which I frequently meet with in the discharge of
my ministry, to have conciliated the regard of those, who though conscien-
tiously differing from me and that Church with which I am connected on
some points non-essential to salvation, I cannot but regard, as on all vital
roints, ¢ one, (with me and with her,) in Christ Jesus,” and whose regular
and devout attendance upon iny ministry, I ain delighted to behold (so regular
indeed, though I admit from peculiar circumstances, that I scarcely know
how to recognize them as Dissenters). A more appropriate mode of express-
ing their regard they could not possibly have adopted than by a present of
the Bible, a book which I trust we jointly value as containiug ‘ the common
salvation,’ i. e. ¢ the glad tidings of great joy’ that Christ Jesus is come into
the world to save sinners, * tidings’ which all those who feel themselves to
be sinners, whether Churchmen or Dissenters, hail with the deepest grati-
tude and the most lively joy. ‘There is then my dear friend, a theme within
the pages of that book, which swallows up as it were, and makes us forget
our little differences as to modes of worship ; there is, blessed be God, ‘a
common salvation,” about which we may jointly discourse with edification
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and refreshment, to the exclusion of those things in which we differ, and
oh, that as we discourse about this salvation, our hearts may ever burn
within us, and that we may be stirred up more and more to extend the know-
ledge of it in our respective stations in the vineyard of our dear Lord. I
bless God, that though cordially attaclied to the mode of worship which is
adopted in the Church of England, I can yet say from my very inmost soul,
‘ grace be with all them that love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity’ of what-
ever name or denomination, and I rejoice to think, and to bear this testi-
mony, that in our little village hitherto, at least since my connexion with it
as the established minister, jealousy, that great disgrace of the Christian
Church, has not taken place. ¢ Ephraim has not been vexing Judah nor
Judah vexing Ephraim,’ but we have lived together in unity and godly love,
God grant this may ever continue. Pray convey to my dear friends indivi-
dually the expression of my very best thanks for their present—what indeed
were | acquainted with their names, 1 should like to do personally—(though
perbaps this for some reasons might be indelicate, and will therefore be best
done through you ) ; tell them that 1 highly prize it and shall I trust read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest it, and assure them of a remembrance in
the prayers of their and your very sincere friend and brother in the gospel.”

10.—ANNIVERSARIES OF RELIG10US SOCIETIES IN BoMBaY.
(From the Oriental Christian Spectator for Feb.)

Every one has heard of the May—the Exeter Hall—Meetings of London.
The January—the Town Hall and Mission Chapel—Meetings of Bombay
are comparatively * unknown to fame ” Newspapers, magazines, and cir-
culars, proclaim them ; but the proclamation is scarcely heard even in our
own little island. General meetings of the religious Sucieties of Bombay
were held in succession last month + but they attracted but poor assemblies.
The sacrifice of other engagements to these has not yet become a general ha-
bit even among the truly religious. Their claims must become more pro-
minent and pressing, before this can be realized. The year, we trust, is not
far distant when it will be so ; and when the Bombay January Meetings will
be remembered and anticipated in harmonious association with those of the
British Capital.

The general Meeting of the Auziliary ¢ Church Missionary” Society took
place in the Town Hall, on the 6th January when the Lord Bishop occupied
the chair. The great ohject of the meeting was to revive the Auxiliary which
had been allowed to lie dormant since 1835. The Chairman defined the
constitution of the association as simply “ auxiliary,” and as fulfilling its
appropriate part in the great work of the mission by diffusing information,
collecting funds, cherishing a spirit of prayerfulness and zeal among the
members of the Society, and generally « provoking’’ others “ to love and to
good works” in the advancement of the cause referred to. The Society did
not interfere with the existing Committee in Bombay, which wae the ap-
pointed executive of the *“ Church Missionary Society” at home: it only
gided and encouraged it in its work.

A Report embodying the great facts in conuexion with the mission since
its commencement was read by the Secretary, the Rev. Mr. Fletcher. We
were sorry to remark that the Report made no reference to the labours of
other missions in the Bombay Presidency, even when it measured the dis-
proportion between the great populous Presidency and the small and limited
* Church Mission.”

‘I'be address from the Chair, and the speeches from—shall we say 2—the
platform, were excellent, except in one particular. ‘I'hey were almost exclu-
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sively of a mournful cast. It is well that the foundation of the restored
Bociety shall be laid deep in humility ; but its site and rising walls should
have been more tinged with the rays of gratitude and hope.

The Anniversary of the * Auailiary Bible Society” was also held in the
Town Hall, and under the presidency of the Lord Bishop. It took place on
the 13th Jan. His Lordship made some mostappropriate and encourag-
ing remarks on the olden times of Bombay,—comparing them with the bet-
ter and brighter present; and the speeches generally were of an interesting
and elevating character

The funds and materiel at the disposal of the Society are gratifying. But
the work of translation, accomplished in connexion with it during the last
year, is sadly small; and now that the indefatigable Graves and Dixon are
gone to their rest, and every Missionary in the Presidency finds, daily and
hourly, something more pressing, and more promising of immediate fruit, to
attend to and overtake, than the translation or revision of a book of Scrip-
ture, the prospects of the Society in this department are dark and discourag-
ing. What if it be the purpose of *‘ the God of all grace’ to relieve us of
our anxieties and difficulties in this matter, by speedily rearing up learned
native converts, who shall accomplish such a translation of the Scriptures as
their brethren require, at a far less xpense of time and energy than their
European teachers could possibly doso?

The Anniversary of the * Bombay Tract and Book Society” followed close
upon that of the Bible Society,—perhaps too close to promise or secure a
good attendance,—having been held two days thereafter, 7. e. on the 15th
Jan. The place of meeting was, as usual the American Mission Chapel.
‘I'he donations and subscriptions were only a little better than those of last
year; but the sales of English books had considerably increased. This
meeting, although but small, was a very animated and happy one.

Last of all, onthe 21st Jan. came the Anniversary of the “ Bombay Mission
of the Free Church of Scotland,” held also in the American Mission Chapel.
The Report recorded but two baptisms in the course of the year,—one of a
man, and another of a young woman educated at the mission schools. The
funds were higher than those of last year,—amounting to about Rs. 9,000,
The name of the *“ Bombay Mission of the Free Church of Scotland” was
changed into the more appropriate one of *“ the Bombay Auxiliary Mission-
ary Society of the Free Church of Scotland :”’ and its constitution was de-
fined as auxiliary to ““ such operations as the Free Church, by its constituted
organs, may sanction and conduct.” The mode of conducting the opera-
tions of the Mission is judged of and determined by the General Assembly,
aud its Presbytery in Bombay; and the Auxiliary comes in to aid and ad-
vance these operations by all the means formerly described. The Presbytery
is composed, n all, of fourteen individuals, half of whom are ministers, and
the other halif elders chosen out of and hy the different congregations.

We will give abstracts of the Reports of these Societies, or extracts from
them, when they make their appearance.

11.—THE BoMBAY THEATRE.

We were sorry to see Mrs. Deacle’s Card to Amateurs and other gentle-
men to meet at the Theatre, on the 22d Jan. for the purpose of making
arrangemeats for ‘¢ the first night's entertainment,” and still more to observe
the countenance given to the project by almost all the newspapers. The
« New Theatre,” the ¢ Free Church Mission,” and the “ Bombay Education
Society,” are advertisements that appear together, forming Nos. 333—4—5
of the * Times” of the 21st of January 1846 Though they come thus
addly together in the advertising sheet, the Editor has too much good sense

2 F2
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to bring them together in his Editorial columns: he is careful to separate
them by a long interval.

He does not think that the Theatre is even * occasionally the assistant of
the Church.”  Of what earthly or heavenly use, then, is it? Every thingin
the wide world should aid the Church : and, if it does not, it is out of its place
and use; it is misapplied,—abused. *“ Whether ye eat or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. x. 31.) If the Theatre is
right, it falls in with this precept; and, if it falls in with this precept, it is
a decided  assistant to the Church.” The “ Church is constituted for the -
very purpose of teaching and training men to live, and die, and live again
after death, to the glory of God ; and, if the Theatre teaches and trains men
in the same high lesson, she is but an assistant-preceptress in the Divine
School. From the Editor's denying this, we are constrained to infer that
he also denies that she co-incides with, and conduces to, the active promo-
tion of the glory of God. But, if she do not, she ought not to exist. Her
position is useless,—wrong,—impious.

Such a position many other things hold, besides the Theatre; but they
will not hold them long, and they ought not to hold them now. *¢ The na-
tion and kingdom,” saith Jehovah to His ¢ Church,” (Isaiah lx. 12) “ that
will not serve (this is more than to * assist™) thee, shall perish ; yea, those
nations shall be utterly wasted.” And, lest we should suppose that the
nations and kingdoms were to serve her in great things, and not in small,
the prophet Zechariah (xiv. 20) tells us that, when the families of the earth
come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, Jehovah of hosts, the very bells
of the horses shall be consecrated to Him there,—they shall be as sacred as
the breast-plate of Aaron.

The Editor of the Times admits that such is not the character of the
Theatre ; and yet he tells us that he sees ¢ nothing to condemn,”—nothing
but innocence,—in her doings and influences ! Yea, he sees *“ much to com-
mend !!” Sarely the apostle Paul, and the Editor of the Times, must have
two very different standards of morality. We have had occasion to admire
some of his late articles on idolatry ; and his energetic vindication of « ab--
stract rights,” and of the claims of eternal justice, has afforded us gratifica-
tion, and called for our praise. But here our feelings are painfully arrested,
and turned in an opposite direction. The * rights,”” not of man, but of God
—not of imperfect man, but of the infinitely excellent God ; the rights,
not of possession, by a tenure of few years, but of that absolute property
which is founded on creation ; the rights, not of an inoffensive independence
but of a most benevolent and most intimate connexion: these * rights’” are
invaded ; and be has not raised his piercing voice, nor dealt his withering
frown.

12.—THE DisTRICT BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.

The plan of this Association was first suggested by Bishop Turner in 1830.
It is a very useful and important one. It is one that al], both Europeans
and natives, ought to patronize to the discouragement and extinction of
street-begging. The Government has long given Rs. 300 per mensem ; but
it requires much more than this to fulfill its “ benevolent” objects. Sir
Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy has lately given a helping hand in this matter. He
promises to present the Government with Rs. 50,000, if they will raise their
monthly subscription from Rs. 300 to Rs. 600. This is asking a large in-
terest for his money ; but, as the request is coupled with the actual donation
of Rs. 57,403 for a suitable building as an Asylum for the poor,—as it mani-
fests a munificence, which it seems well to honor and encourage,—and as
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the ohject to be gained by the doubled subscription is so great and so worthy
it has been considered right and good to accede to it in every respect.

The site of the Asylum is near the eastern end of the road through the
flats. Preparations are making for the erection ; and the completion of it is
most desirable. The present hats. especially during the rains, are uncom-
fortahle and unhealthy. Till the building is finished, the Rs. 50,000 will
not be paid into the Government Treasury, nor the increased monthly sub-
scription commence.

13.—TuE ILLs oF UNADVISED MARRIAGES,

Thomas Holloway, Lance Corporal in H. M. 17th Regiment, is married
to Elizabeth Holloway,—lives in wretchedness with her,—believes that she
is unfaithful,—and separates from her ahout two years ago. About the
same time he places bis daughter, Mary Anne—fonr years of age—at the
Byculla School, where she is well fed and clothed, and instructed. In
the absence of the father in Sindh, we believe, and certainly without his
knowledge or consent, and also without the consent of the Secretary of the
Institution the mother carries off the girl from the school. She is brought
into Court to answer for her conduct, and to deliver up the child to those to
whom the father committed it. She has no Counsel, but, at the request
of the Court, her cause is regularly pleaded by a harrister present. She
also pleads herself :—* He has often accused me of being a bad woman,” says
ghe; * let him then swear that the child is his.”

By a law lately passed, the father and mother of a child have, as we un-
derstand, equal rights to the possession of it, till it is seven years of age;
and the Judge may use his discretion in committing it either to its father or
its mother. In this case the claim of the mother appeared to Sir Erskine
Perry, who presided, to have the preponderance : he would not deprive her
of her natural rights. And thus Thomas Holloway, resting in the thought
that his daughter was well taken care of, and would be so for years to come,
ie disturbed and distressed by the thought that his daughter is now delivered
over to a custody, in which there is no security either for instruction or food
or clothes, Such are the dangers and evils of unadvised marriages.

14.—Puna.—BapTIsM.

“ I baptized a Hindu man,” writes the Rev. James Mitchell, * on Sab-
bath the 11th January, named Shiwaram,~—who has been here under in-
struction for nearly a year. He has made good progress, and seems a sincere
convert. He wishes to be useful, and I trust, may bave grace to adorn his
profession.”

15.—AHMEDNUGGUR AND SER0OR—THE NaTIivE CHURCH.

On Sabbath the 21st of December, seven Natives were baptized by the
American Missionaries at Ahmednuggur, two men and five women. The
two men belong to villages distant from Ahmednuggur 16 and 36 miles re-
spectively. Most of the women are connections of previous converts.

On the first Sabbath of this month [Jan.] two Natives, a man and woman,
were baptized at Ahmednuggur. At the same time the eldest child of one
of the Missionaries was received into the Church as a communicant on the
profession of her faith in Christ. On the same day, the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper was administered, and 58 Native communicants joined in
that sacred ordinance.
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Summary for 1845. During the year 1845, twenty-two Natives were ad-
mitted to the Church by the American Missionaries at Ahmednuggur, he-
sides two others admitted at Seroor. Among the Native Christians two
deaths occurred. At the close of the year there were 73 members of the
Mission Church at Ahmednuggur and Seroor. During the year 26 children
of Native Christians were baptized. —Dnyanodaya, Jan. 1 and 15.

16.—Nasik—DgeaTH oF THE REV. Mr. DixoN.

The Nasik Mission has just sustained a great loss in the removal from
his lahours on earth of the Rev. J. B. Dixon. Mr. Dixon was a very retir-
ing, bu@ counscientious and laborious man. He has left behind him many
Marathi translations, especially those of the Pentateuch, and the poetical and
prophetical books of the Old ‘T'estament.

Mr. Dixon was cut off at Aurangabad, on the 9th of January last, while
on a Missionary tour in that neighbourhood.

17.—TaE WorsHie oF KHUNDOBA.
To the Editor of the Dnyanodaya.

Sir,—In that part of Bombay called Kamattipore is a small temple of
Khundoba. There, every year, on the day of the full moon of the month
Margshers, they marry the god Khundoba to the goddess Mharlsa, one of
the incarnation of Davee, and ohserve the four succeeding days as a time of
rejoicing. Oun the 14th of the present month I went to this place and wit-
nessed oot only the marriage ceremonies but all the subsequent proceedings.

On the day of the full moon, the chief Waghya or devotee, who resides
in the temple, performed the marriage i the usual way. On the second day,
those who had made vows to Khundoba presented themselves, and in the
afternoon, they underwent the operation of gady bugard, which is one of the
modes of hook-swinging,—the apparatus being placed on a cart, which, with
the person suspended in the air by the hooks inserted under the muscles of
the back, is drawn several times around the temple. But I need not de-
scribe the ceremonies connected with this operation, as a full account of them
is contained in your issue of January 15, 1845. On the night of the third
day, a ditch seven or eight feet long and about a foot deep having been dug,
a fire was kindled in it, and the chief waghya having performed puja to the
fire, all the waghyas ran dancing through the burning coals. On the fourth
day, all the waghyas had a great dinner in honor of the god at which they
sang sacred songs accompanied by the usual instrumental music. On the
fifth day they made a feast for those who had swung in accordance with
their vow, and having beaten them five times with a whip made of cloth and
caused them to go three times around the temple, they accompanied them
to their houses and there left them, saying, ¢ You have now performed your
vow.”

When these things were over | made some inquiries of* the waghya, who
told me that the chief seat for Khundoha’s worship is at Mallika, a certain
mountain in the Carnatic )

“ What you have now seen,” said he, ¢ is nothing to what takes place
there. There, thousands of people undergo the operation of gedy bugard
in bonor of Khundoba. There, tbey build a huge fire, and not only the
waghyas, but even other people also run through the midst of the burning
coals without receiving any injury,—so great and visible a manifestation does
the god there make of his power.” In reply to further inquiries he said,
“ Those are called Waghyas who when boys were devoted by their parents
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to the service of Khundoba. And the females, who when young are in like
manner devoted to him, are called Moorlees. Both of these classes say that
they belong to the god, end they maintain themselves by begging in his
name. When they meet with any such person as yourself they, in the name
of the god, put a little turmeric powder upon their foreheads, and in return
ask a trifling present for their support. Jejooree, Palee and several other
places are celebrated for the worship of Khundoba. In these places are
very many Moorlees. These are married to the sword or other weapon of
the god, and generally live in the temple. What they obtain they bring to
the god, and if they obtain nothing they live on what he provides for them.”

I afterwards asked * What is the reason of your being called waghyas £
He replied ¢ because we wear the skin of the wagh (tiger.) Kbundoba is an
incarnation of Shiva, and as Shiva went dressed in a tiger’s skin, it is pro-
per for us who are his worshippers to do so likewise.”

The food which Khundoba likes best to have presented to him is onions
and brinjal. He is worshipped principally in the interior, and by the lower
castes. The rites of his worship are very wonderful and exhibit great folly.

As you printed the letter of another person describing some things that
occurred at this place last year, [ trust that you will also give this a place,
and oblige,

Yours, &c.
INVESTIGATOR.
Bombay, Dec. 21st, 1845.

18.—TuE JEws IN Russia.

An imperial ukase, dated on the lst of September last, subjects the Israel-
ites of the empire to a fresh tax, the produce of which will be devoted to
the establishment of Jewish churches. The tax is levied upon the wax can-
dles lighted on Saturdays and other feast days. The Jewish agriculturists
and soldiers in the army are exempted.— Norconformist.

19.—DEeaTH oF THE REv. WirLiam KxN1BB.
( From the Falmouth (Jamaice) Baptist Herald.)

It is with feelings of the deepest anguish we record the most afflictive
dispensation of Divine Providence that has occurred since the commence-
ment of the Baptist Mission in this Island.

Qur much-loved fricnd and fellow-labourer, the Rev. WirrLiam KNiBB,
departed this life at Kettering, on the morning of Saturday, the 15th Novem-
ber last, at twenty minutes before 10 o'clock, of yellow fever, after a brief ill-
ness of only four days. .

It was our melancholy privilege to be present with our departed brother,
fromn the commencetnent of his last illness, to the termination of his earthly
career, and it will afford his numerous friends in this Island and in Eogland,
much gratification to know, that all that medical skill and kind attention
could do to check the progress of disease, and to allay suffering, was done,
and that the end of our lamented brother was emphatically one of peace.
He entered into his rest enjoying calm and unshaken confidence in the per-
fect atonement of the son of God. One of his last expressious, while he yet
retained the possession of all his faculties, was, *“ 4 guilty, weak and helpless
worm on Jesus' arm I fall.”

In the removal of this eminent Patriot and Christian Missionary, the
Baptist Mission has sustained an irreparable loss ; his valuable partner and
children have been deprived of a most affectionate husband and father; we
have lost a faithful friend; the Churches of which he was the Spiritual
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instructor fora' period of 15 years, a devoted Pastor; aud the victims of ty-
ranny, oppression, and cruelty, an unflinching and eminently successful ad-
vocate,

Christians of every denomination will, we are confident, unite every where
as those in Falmouth and its vicinity, have already done, in exclaimiog, * A‘
great man has fallen in Israel.” '

We cannot at present add more, but we hope that a Memoir of our more
than Brother—our Frienp !—will be prepared at no very distant period.
Farewell, thou favored of the Lord—farewell, Sainted Spirit—may we wmeet
thee in the Mansions of the blessed.

Ouo Sunday, the following morning, at 11 o’clock, the remains of our be-
loved brother were carried by six of the Deacons from the Mission House
to the Chapel, followed by some members of the family, several Missionary
brethren and sisters, the Deacons and leaders of the neighbouring Churches
with others, (who had come 80 or 40 miles for the occasion,) most of the
respectable inhabitants of the town, and animmense and orderly concourse
of people.

As the mournful procession passed along the street nothing was heard but
the sounds of suppressed grief; but when the corpse was carried into the
Chapel, the vast assembly could no longer control their emotions —they felt
that their father and their friend was no wore, ¢ they lifted up their voices
and wept.” In a short time silence was restored—when, brother Dendy
having engaged in prayer, brother Clorafold give out that appropriate hymn,
commencing—

Servant of God, well done,
Rest from thy loved employ :
The battle fought, the victory won,
Enter thy Master’s joy.

Brother Dutton read the 90th Psalm and brother Abbott parts of the 4th
and 5th Chapters of the first Epistle to the Thessalonians, brother J. E.
Henderson prayed, and brother Pickton then read the Hyma beginning,

“ Lord we adore the vast design,
I'he obscure abyss of Providence.”

Brother Burchell gave an excellent address from Revelations xxi. and 4th
veree, and brethren Hutchins and Hewett concluded the mournful service.
The body was then carried to the grave in the Chapel yard—brother Millard
gave out that hymo which commences—

Uunveil thy bosom, faithful tomb,
Take this new treasure to thy trust,

And give these sacred relics room
To seck a slumber in the dust.

The Rev. David Kerr, (Wesleyan) delivered a touchingly eloguent oration
—the Rev. Walter ‘I'hornburn, (Free Church) offered up prayer, and the
Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, (Wesleyan) pronounced the benediction, when
the sorrowing crowd gradually dispersed.

Letters of sympathy and condolence were received from the Rev. Messrs.
Biytb and Anderson, who were deeply anxious to testify their respect for our
departed brother, by following his remains to the tomb, but were prevented
by sickness. A letter also was received from our aflicted brother Tinson,
regretting the dire necessity which prevented him from paying the last tribute
of affection to the remains of one he had known so long, laboured with so
cordially, and loved so well.



NOTICE.

'I‘hf, }IL'EGIS'I‘J')PL BOOKS OT BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES, in English and
Bengdli, separately, and a New BENCALI HYMN BOOK, prepared at the reruest
of the * Bengul Buaptist Association,” may he had on application to Rev. ;. Pearce
of Intally, or Rev. J. Thomas, Baptist Mission Press, at the following prices :

Register Book of Marriages ;o0 evvveevvvsssnsvnnen,. Ro. 4 4 0
Cerlificutes of Ditto, <. uvevsvereneneervennnrnnnrrnns, 112 0
Register Book of Births, ..eseesoeseenivensoocsn aueeee 3 0 0
Certificates of Ditto, v evvseerenevsnsverveesrsnnnonna, 1 4 0

BENGALY HYMN BOOK, in leather, «..ev.vevvieerves. 0 8 0
Ditto half bound, ......e-vivevererceeneivosesoreerees O 6 0
To meet the circumstances of Native Christians, Zalf price only has been charged
for the Hymn book. Europeans purchasing for their own use are expected to pay
the cost price of one rupee and twelve annas, respectively.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.

W. F. Fergusson, Esq. ...... Rs. 50 Hon. Sir T. H. Maddock,.... Rs. 20
D. Cowie, ESqQ. vvvevsaaaoaensss 23 Major Sturt, voesereevcsecaeas. 10
J. Allan, Esqg..ocovevioaeraaness 20 Sir H. W, Seton, vo..vovenuenee 23
J W, Grant, Esgo.ovvvrvvnnnnes 25 JoT ciiiiiennis vavneonnaes 12
A Friend, through J. C. Marshman, P. Lindeman, Esq....... ressiens 5
Esq. it divaeenness 20 J.G.Vos, Esq. M. D........... 20
J. Norman, Esq. .ecovevreeceae 20 W. B, iioiiitriinieanenenennns 4
J. P. Mackilligin, Esq..o.veevaee 20 R.B. tiiiciiieiniiieniiean... 10
H. Cowie, Esq. v covevevaessses 10 D. Eliott, Esq. cevvvevvaaiane. 16
W. Dunlop, Esq. vevcvovenewso. 10 Sir Lawrence Peel,.............. 100
J, Lyall, Esqueesovsviasaase oon 20 Colonel Forbes, cioveieieinases. 10
J, Lyall, Esq., Junior, ...e0es0ee 10 G.Udny, Esq. cevsvenncecrces. 20
J. C. Owen, Esq. ........ 8 M. R. Gubbins, Esq., through
Mrs. A. Owen, ...ovvenae 8 Messrs. Watson and Co. ...... 230
M. Johnstone, Esq. +va0.esee.e. 10 M.D’Aguiar, Esqeeccceveeneee.. 18

J. WENGER, Acting Secy.

Coorie Bazar CHAPEL.

Rev. T. Boaz,o.cu...c Rs, 25 0 0 W.B......ccovenvee Rse 3 0 O
Dr. Maxton, «ceeviesenss D 0 0 G.B.iiiieiiiateiaenee 2 0 0
J. E. Jones, Esq. «cvevoe. 3 0 0 Capt. Roxburgh, ........ 10 0 0
Rev, J. Paterson, +. o0 vs 5 0 0 A. Belli, Esq..c..... .« 10 0 0
J.Young; Esq. «vee0eeee. 5 0 0 Capt. Boothby, «oveceve.e 20 0 0
W, J.Boeoiivvvsiesnees 5 0 0 F. Bracken, Esq. ...c...0 16 0 0
G. W, Wright, Esq.cev .. 5 0 0 W,.Byme,Esq...vv00e.0a 5 0 0
F.D.Givioirerennnnnns 3 0 0 Mrs. Wood, «cuvorannas 6.0 0

SeAMEN's FRIEND SocIeTy.

R. Gubbing, Esq. eievesveeestosacessntssnsassrasscace RS 100
A.Grant, Esg. coveviiieniiiritiiiaitiitsineserssesansess 150
Mes. A. Grant, c.vvvvsrverenssvsosessesesacsrsossssroscscses 100



LONDON MISSION.

‘The Committes of the BENGAL AUXILIARY TO TUE LONDON MIS.
SIONARY SOCIETY, offer their sincere thanks to their Christian friends for the
prompt manner in which they have responded to the appeal made on behalf of the
Mission, They would solicit the aid of those friends who have not as yet forward-
ed their intended donations.  The Parent Society, by the last advices, was indebted
to the Treasurer upwurds of £17,000. The Bengal Auxiliary, at the commence-
ment of the year, was in debt to the Trensurer upwards of Co,’s Rs. 600.

BenoaaL AuxiLtary 10 e Lonpon MissioNaRy SocikETy.
Cnsh in small sums at the Anniversary Meeting,...... Rs. 445
R. Gubbing, Bsq. vv.uuuveniievensnanransrnsarcaness 250
Hon. T Millett, oo vvveveiivscnnsvsvansaneerensirears 200
R, Trotter, Boge v vvveveravonnsenersasonsenassensrss 100
G. Edmonstone, ESQu.vseseveenrrnraiesssesssoneere.s 100
A.Grant, Esq. v.eviiiinsesnasrasinsessroscrneaesse 100
Union Chapel Fund, «v.ivovvvvnvenrrneasrenersre oo 100
W, Muit, BSques ceeeervenniinresineincnensisseneess 100

oo ®

Capt. Roxburgl, cv.vvvveinviininiiniiseiuiiaaceseas 50
Dr., Naigmith, o0 vvveverennnsniriaiisriansieionnreess 30
J.Lowis, Esqu, oo vvviviienentionisiassssosnsssaness 00

A. Bedford, Esqueesvisvesessarores sovncrovnssnasens 90
H. Woollaston, ESQ. ve e eesscearsesasssosssassioaers 90
Rev. T. Boaz, .. ....... . 50
Collection at Cooley Bazar after the Annual Senmon, cevere 411
M. Cockburn, Esq., (senior),. S RTETRR TR LR TRTERRIEE 25
S. Ransom, Esq......... Creiaaeeees. 23
A Triend, throuth C. Malshman, Esq crriieeieiaee.. 20
M. Wylle,Esq tetiseartraacnsenaanorroainaasnasres 20
Major Jenking, es.. beesare enersiseasuresenas 20
J. H. Barry, Esq. .... Ciereietesessaressroessnes 10
H. Dear, ESq. .. .aveuinesessanvocesssssrnonasesasees 10
H. Andrews, ESQ. sevinnnreencsraneisescrsarenseross 10
A. Dribble, ESQeee ctvaariarsanrrrrensnneesnsnsasssess 10
Mrs. Judah, e eareneercrrr et erma e verssass venr by 10
G. C. Owen, Esq. ...

s asesanianseneae 10

H. Knowles, Esq. ... .\ P 1
W. Warman, Esq. eeueueaestneracaressenersansennas 9

C. Grant; Esg.ceevesecsvasrssossscnssossessassorese 8 -
AFnend through Mrs. May, 4o.0..

OO OOROCOOROOOROORLEOROOROe

000 COOOOOOOROEONODOCODOO

For THE ERECTION oF A CENTRAL INSTITUTION AT BHAWANIPUR.
A. Colvin, Esg.......  Rs. 300 0 0 Rev. T. Boaz,........ Rs. 100 0 o
R. Smith, Esq. .....o.... 100 0 0 F. Broadhead, Esq ceeves 20 00

- APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE BaerisT MissioNARY SOCIETY.

The undermentioned special contributions in aid of the Funds of the Society
are most thankfully acknowledged as an earnest of what it is confidently hoped
the’ friends of Missions will do to relieve the Society from its present embarrass-
ments.

Hon’ble F. Mlllett, Esqu covnveen veventes eressssss Rs. 300

- Mvs. Page, (5€000r), covesesenenenroarssassonsionsers 100
L B. Biss, Bsq. oo .vveis vavriiienieninnaeaisiinans, 1000
James Alexander, ESQi evvvnns orcesanssacaraanessass 100
Dr. Nicholson, . e ae e e e aaens ... 100
Lieut. F. N, Edmonstone,

Ecoocococoooo®
CO0COoOOeORQOO

[EIPRNN 100

J. Lowis, Bsq.o.vviiiennnennen 50

C.Tucker, Esq. eovvvinnsvanssnsenssassnsasssannsene 90

W. May, ESQ.iieveiiveneresernaenosinesssnnasssene 50

J. C. Moutague, E8qg..vcvvenrneniiioniiininaransess 20

M. Uvedale, Esq.ivviveeeneiveiiiiseniieaannnns 20
J. Tuoamas.
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