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Ls'Q,!) !M@£UW !EIM'ir~lb ~QJJ [b~~. 

I. That. the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OnsERVER be estab­
lished on those evangelical principles, in which the leading 
Reformers of the 16th centnry were agreed. 

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a particu­
lar denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work. 

Ill. That the Editors, who are of different religious deno­
minations, shall be at libert,,, withollt offence to the contribu­
tors, to modify or reject all ·communications which may appear 
contrarr to the above Rules. 

EDITORIAL NOTICE. 

One of the Committee of the_ P_rotestant School_ at Da~jeeling thinks the following 
,tntence m our October numbens hable to leave the 11npress1on that the School is Roman 
Catholic:-" We could have wished that the Institution had been no"t. Roman Catholic 
but a Catholic Institution, one in which no sectarian peculiarity would be inculcated.'\ 
In this sentence •ve only expressed a "ish thnt the Institution had been Catholic, in the 
true sense of the word ; but that we oid not mean to imply that it was Roman Catholic 
the sente':'ce itself will at once show, an~ if that were _insufficient, the latter clause of th~ 
sentence 1s clear enough, as to our opm100 of the subJect, for there we say" thnt this (its 
exclusi,•ely Episcopalian character) will not prevent us from wishing.God speed to those 
who have commenced and are about to carry out the plan." VI' e now add, to prevent 
the possiLilit1· of mistake on the subject, that the School at Darjeeling, and· to .which 
reference is now made, is a Protestant Episcopal Establishment. 

The United Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting will (D. V.) be held on Monday, 
the 7th of December, at the Union Chapel. Service to c_ommence at 7 p; M, 

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V ,) meet for the transaction of business 
on the third Tuesday in every month, at 9 1>'clock in the morning. 

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday in every 
month at the Bible Society's House, at 9 o'clock in the morning. 

ASSORTED TRACTS. 

The Committee of the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN TB.ACT AND Booi SocIETY, being 
anxious to assist such Christians as may be desirous ~f doing spiritual good • to their 
native servants and others around them, ha:ve had an assortment of tracts in the varis 
ous languages suitable for diBtribntion in this part of India, put up into packets each 
containing 100 tracts. There may be had on application to Mr. G. C. Hay, at the 
Society's Depository, No. l>6!, Cossitollah. Price R. 1 per packet. 

By order of the Committee, 
Calcutta, May 29, 1846. THOMAS SMITH, Secretary. 

THE JUVENILE JJISSIONARY HERALD, 
For 1846. 

PUBLISHED BY THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Copies of the let volume of this interesting Publication have just been received 
r<,m England, and may be had at the Baptist Miaaion Presa. Price-10 ans. each. 
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CHRISTIAN OBSERVER. 

NOTICE. 

~ The letter from our friend, Dr. Macgowan, with the 

prefatory notice, ought to have preceded the Journal of the 

Native Convert Cheng. By mistake in making up the forms 

the two articles were misplaced. vVe regret this, but have only 

to ask our readers. to read them in the order in which they 

ought to have appeared. 

We present our readers with a sketch of the Chinese Queen 

of Heaven, referred to in the letter of Dr. Macgowan. Its re­

semblance to t~e vir,qin of the Romanists will at once be ap-

. parent.-Ens. C. C. 0. 

See page eso . 

. ------- ...... ~-.,uvv&...,, ~'-'11vv.1-uUU.I.\.::, Ullll ptCUCUlll"'• DUL 

no : th~y must do still more in the line of responsible and hon";,urable 
translat10n-work. So they form themselves into a Trnnslation Committee 
to amalgamate all existing versions, and thus to make a literal, beautiful, 
classical and authorized fifth version ! We all know that a Committee 

* Dr. Marshman commenced his translation before Dr. Morrison did; for his 
manuscript version of Matthew, Mark and Luke wos prepared by Febru11ry, 1808, 
when Dr. Morrison had been in China on\y five months.-Eo. C. C. 0. 

VOL. VII. 5 T 



834 The Urd-1, Bible. (DEC, 

can scarcely write a letter, much less translate the Bible. But if two 01· 

three persons pnblish a version in the name of a Committee, their 
successors will after some years cry out against their patch-work Bible, 
and return to Dr. Morrison's translation. He, they will say, was a man 
who could translate the most difficult official documents, but those 
young men, who were they? Thus pride will build up what pride hnd 
pulled down; for the nice taste, critical judgmeut and sound sense 
which future youngsters will display in preferring Dr. Morrison's to all 
otht'rs, will do them as much credit as if they had translated the whole 
Bible themse!Yes. 

Let us turn to Bengal. Drs. Carey, Msrshman and Mr. Ward pub­
lished a Bengali Bible. Dr. Yates and Mr. Wenger have improved it; 
their ,·ersion is, I be\ ieve, used in all the missions of Bengal. Now if 
some would-be translators were intent on getting up another Bengali 
Bible, they would no doubt commence with a lugubrious tale that the 
present Bengali version is not idiomatical, not literal, too high, too 
paraphrastic. They would discuss the general principles of translations, 
and come to the conclusion that a version of God's word should be 
literal, classical, beautiful, and so simple that even those who cannot 
read, should be able to use the book and profit by it; that the natives 
do not know their own language ; that the style which they like and in 
which all their books are written is wrong, absolutely wrong; that Yates, 
:Morton, Marshman, Banerji and Wenger are not a· whit better than 
the natives ; that they hli.ve written and published books for readers 
only, and either from intellectual pride or worse motives have not at all 
cared for the bazar people, or as N. J. has it, for" the poor and babes." 
I drink such men would have no chance of getting on among the 
intelligent Calcutta Missionaries. In fact the critics have been in less 
repute of late years. At the present day few persons believe such 
fault-finders, who almost invariably wish to enter on the responsible 
and honourable work of making a new version of the Bible for the 
Missions of India. 

Turn we now to Hindustan. S9me years ago we had only the classical 
translation of the New Testament by Henry Martyn, and of Genesis to 
2d Kings, Psalms, Prorerbs and Isaiah by Mr. Thomason. These good 
men believed that they were translating for posterity, and had apparently 
no idea that their work, which had cost them so much labour and so many 
prayers, would he so soon set :.:.side. This unfortunately has been done. 
And after the translation of such learned, pious and orthodox men has 
been flung aside, whose translation will be able to stand? Within the 
last ten years three new versions have been made, one by the Baptist 
Missionaries,another by Buyers and Shurm:m,and a third by a Committee 
at Benares. When these were published, intelligent men who knew India 
and its language, began to say that Martyn's was after all the best; that 
the new versions had only served to bring to light the transcendent ex­
cellencies of that classical translation ; that there was no use of making 
translations for the bazar people who cannot read; that books were made 
for readers ; that the Bible should be translated into such language as 
all educated natives speak, write, approve and love. Now nearly all 
natives who know their own language are for Martyn. Collect twenty 
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Munshls from different parts of India to point out the best of the ex­
isting versions, nnd they will without much hesitation fix on Martyn. 

In 1840, when the Calcutta Bible Society entrusted Messrs. Shurman 
nnd Kennedy with an edition of the Old Testament, we had had enough 
of simplifying, of corrupting end spoiling the works of other men, and 
we proposed to print Mr. Thomason's translation unaltered, and we 
promised to translate the remaining books in the same style. When the 
Calcutta Committee had decided on translating Jehovah by ~hudawan<l, 
and on some other alterations, a slight revision became inevitable, and 
the Bible Society requested us to make it, to which request we at once 
acceded. So Thomason was slightly revised, and the remaining books 
of the Old Testament supplied in the same style. When the Old 
Testament was ready, and the question of the New Testament came up, 
thel'e was no use to object to the elegant and classical phrases and 
terms in Martyn, as we had them all in the Old Testament. Thomason 
and Martyn used the same language, so much so that no one would 
be able to say, by whom the Psalms were translated. \Ve first 
attempted to collect the best renderings from the existing versions, but 
found Martyn so superior to all, that we did little else but Romanize 
and publish his classical translation, along with the Old Testament, and 
thus the whole Bible was completed. But scarcely had it made its ap­
pearance, when several condemned it and spoke of revising it. In fact, 
one Missionary wrote for proof-sheets to see whether he would be able 
to use it when published. Others condemned it beforehand, for they 
wel'e quite sure that it must be bad, because they had had no part iu 
the work. The whole Bible published only two years ago must now 
be revised. But can any one suppose that his revision will stand ? 
If he does, he is much mistaken. If the version of the Calcutta 
Committee cannot stand, why should the version of the Agra Com­
mittee be able to stand? Few Missionaries can take part in the new 
revision, if a creditable edition is to be produced ; and all the others 
who have no hand in it will say, that the revision is no improvement, 
that many passages are quite spoiled, in short that they must make a 
new revision. These will be the men of the day who will carry all before 
them. As long as the present revisers have not published their revision, 
they can promise much; but when they are committed, when their work 
is before the public and cried down by the fnture translatol's, they will 
be shorn like Samson of their strength. If they venture to defend it, 
they wiJl be cried down as conceited men who think that wisdom 
will die with them. The would-be revisers will say, that they never 
heard of greater boastel's, that it is a pity to see men so full of themsel­
ves, who unblushingly trumpet forth their own praises through the 
length and breadth of the land, that none but God can humble them, 
and make them meek Christians. All this the present l'evisers will have 
to encounter, as soon as their work is published. As long 11s it is 
a mere project, they nre strnng in prnmises and public opinion, and 
all will go on swimmingly for awhile. Translators and reYisers become 
weak and powerless, ns soon as their work is published and criticized 
by other eyes. 

Your correspondent refers us to the 3rd chapter of Colossians, and 
!:, 'l' 2 
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finds fault with both versions to show the necessity of a new r·evision. 
Permit me briefly to refer to some of his strictures. Fauqanl is an 
excellent word, and quite suitable to a good Urdu version. So 
thought Martyn, and so think all intelligent natives above the bnzar 
people. Mutazamrnan is the very best word for v. 3. Paul argues that 
Christ is our head and we are his members, we are risen with him ; we 
have died with him, and our life, i. e. om future glorious life is secure, 
or hid with Christ in God, i. e. by God, in communion with God. i.:,+"° 
zimn (cog. ji';)~ to hide, to conceal), a covering. i.:JJ•4"'1llazmiin, cover­
ed, concealed, contained; the contents of a letter, i. e. what is under 
cover. Plural ~~L.;.,o mnzamin, contents, especially "future fretuses in 
the loins of a sire." Compare Hebrews ,ii. 9, 10. '' And as I may 
so say, Len also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham : for 
he was yet in the loins of his fathrr when Melchiscdec met him." I 
should not refer to this idea, ifit did not throw a flood of light on the 
passage before us. As the whole human race was mutazamman, i. e. 
hid or contained in Adam, its federal head, and was to share .his weal and 
woe; as Len and all Israel were rnutn.zamman, hid or contained in 
Abraham and destined to partnke in the promised blessings: so our 
future glorious selves are hid, contained in Christ, onr exalted and 
glorious Lord, and with him in God, the source of all ; for I~ "b-roii, 
«al Iii .. .,,..;;, 1<al •ls auTov Tei ..-d.v-ra. Rom. xi. 36. ~l.,; zamin, one who 
hides, shelters, protects; a surety, security, bail, u.i,cl.,; zamini, securi­
ty, bail. ~ tazmin, hiding, securing, putting in a purse or strong 
box. Now zlimin, zlirnini and mazmun are understood by the lowest 
of the people. To say that mutazamin is not understood, is to say that 
the word to love is well understood among the English, but that 
beloved puzzles them. Poshida means hid in the sense of concealed, 
secret, and is inadmissible in this verse. Martyn bas used poshida 
in Matthew vi. 6. Apne hap se jo posbida hai, duli mang. The 
translation "tumhari zindagi Masih ke satb Khudli men poshida 
hai," is calculated to produce iu the minds of the natives a vague 
oriental mysticism. Mutazammin is the very word we want here, 
but N. J. evidently did not know "the native force of zimn, zlimin, rnaz­
mu.n, tazmin and mutazammin. If the word rnutazamman mean only 
included, comprised, how can zlimin mean a secnrity, bail? If its first 
native meaning be that of hid, and zlimin that of hider, shelterer, then 
all is clear. Can you for one moment suppose that Henry Martyn 
would make a wrong version of the beautiful verse before us ? The 
splendid genius of Martyn shines in this rendering in its brightest lus­
tre. 

I have neither time nor patience to follow N. J.'s criticisms on 
this beautiful chapter, but will only say that all the deviations from 
Martyn are no improvements, but just the opposite. If N. J. had read 
his paper in the Calcutta Committee, before men who were in India 
many years before him, perhaps not one of all his ideas would have 
been adopted. But why is your correspondent so anxions to set Martyn 
aside? The reason is this : If he can persuacle the Christian pub­
lic that Martyn must be revised and simplified, Thomason and 
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the '!hole Old Testament must be nltered 11nd simplified too. Thus 
he will be nblc to get up a new Hinclustan1 Bible, revised, simplified, 
11nd acljustetl to his own ideas from beginning to end. But if they 
decide thnt Martyn shall stand, Thomason and the rest of the Old 
Testament will stancl too, nnd thus he will not be able to unsettle and 
upset the whole Ilible anti mnke a new one. Hence his anxiety to 
carry his point in reference to the New Testament. He plainly says 
that " the carrying out of the principle here advocatecl involves the 
simplification of the Olcl Testament also .... What would be thought 
of our English Ilible, if that same 53tl chapter, for example, were 
dressed up in a gorgeous style like what it has in the Urdu version? 
Let the reader refrr to the passage. He will find it quite as objec­
tionable as Martyn in the 3d of Colossians ; in some parts more so. 
Take for instance the 3d verse. It reads, ,vuh mubtazal aur 
malj:hz(1l ul nas hua, wuh mard i alam aur ashna. i a.za.r bana. gaya, 
ki ham us se ruposh the : us k1 tahqfr k1 gai, aur ham use hisa.b men 
na la.e. This is about .as far from what it ought to be, as would be 
our English version, if it made the passage ~omewhat as follows :-' He 
was to the humanate race, an object of despiciency and repulsion ; he 
became a man of lugubriousness and an acquaintance of calamity ; our 
visage, as it were, was concealed from him ; he was contemned and we 
brought him not into account.' What Englishman of good taste would 
approve the change?" How ignorant the Englishmen and Germans 
must have been who formed the Calcutta Committee, to publish such 
nonsense to the world! What a pity that N. J. was not fixed upon 
as one of the translators and revisers ! Why did he hide his good 
taste and bury his talents in a napkin? Why did he not send his 
translation of Isaiah to the Committee ? Did he fear that Messrs. 
F. M. and J. H. and Rev. H. and B. and :M. and S. would not be 
able to understand him and appreciate his exquisite taste and criti­
cal acumen? Mark, N. J. does not profess to give a translation of 
the Urdu, he merely travesties the English, and even this idea is 
not original. You know that some English wags, in opposition to Dr. 
Campbell's translation of the gospels and Bishop Lowth's translation 
of Isaiah, travestied the 23rd Psalm ; as, The Omnipotent is my 
pastor : never shall I hear of any deficiencies, &c. &c. As the 53rd 
chapter of Isaiah is short and as many of your renders have perhaps 
no copy of the Hindustan1 Bible, I give it here entire in order to 
show the Christian public that the Calcutta Bible Society is not guilty 
of such egregious folly, as N. J. will make them believe. Here is the 
beautiful and impressive chapter:-

1 Hamari lj:habar par kaun iman laya., 11nr l,{hudawand ka bath kis 
par zahir h(1a.? 2 Wuh nihal ki tarah, us ke ,,ge barM, nur nsl ki 
tarah khushk zamin se. Us men na knchh kh(1bi hai na kuchh 
baha.r, • ki ham us par nigah karen, nur na 1j:ht';bst'1rati, ki hnm us 
ke mushtaq howen. 3 Wuh mubtazil aur malj:hzt'1l ul nas hua, wuh 
mnrd i alam aur a.shna i aza.r bnna, goya ki ham us se rt'1posh the ; 
us ki tahqir k1 gni, nur ham use hisab men na lae. 4 Lekin us ne 
h11ma.re uzar uthae, aur hamare nlamon ka hamil hM1, aur ham ne 
lj:hiyal kiya, ki wuh mara, I~huda kn kt'1ta aur dukhaya hua hai. 5 



The th·du Bib'le. [DEC, 

Par wuh ham~re gunahog ke liye ghayal kiya gaya, nur hnmti.rl 
badkarion ke hye kuchhi gaya ; aur hamarl salamatt ke liye us par 
siyaset h(i(, aur us ke mar khane se ham change hue. 6 Ham sab 
bheron ke manind bhatakgee,ham meo se har ek apnl apnl J"Rh par mu­
tawa_ijih h11a; aur I,:.BUDAWAND ne ham sabhou kl badkarl us par hi.di. 
i V.'uh mazl11m tha, anr gamzada, taubhl us ne nrnnh ml khola; wuh 
barre ki manind zabh hone ko laya gaya ; aur jaisa bher apne Mlkatar­
newale ke age chnp chap hai, waisa us ne apna munh na khola. 8 Wuh 
te.1_1.ddi aur hukm se liya gaya ; aur us ka d11dman ka tozkira kaun 
karega? ki wuh zindoJJ ki zamin se kat Q.ala gaya; meri gurnh ke guna­
hon ke sabab us par mar pari. 9 Aur us ki qabr sharirno ke sath tha­
harM gai, aur us ki maut men daulatmand ke sath hlll; agarchi us ne 
1mlm na k,ya, aur us ke munh meo hargiz chhal na tha. 10 Lekin 
i,:.nuniwAND ko pasand aya, ki use kuchle; usne use azari kiya. Jab 
us ki jti.n asam ke liye gnzr{m ho chuki, to wuh apnl nasl_ko dekhega, us 
ki 1,1mr daraz hogi, aur l.{huda kl marzi us ke hti.th men 9-r(1j karegl. 
11 Wuh apni jan ke dardon ka basil dekhega, ser hoga; apni m~rifat 
se mera banda wuh sadiq bahuto9 ki tasdiq karega, aur un ki badkari­
ao apne upar utha lega. 12 Is liye main use buzurgon men hissa 
dunga, aur wuh iµimon men ganimat ko bant dega, ki us ne apni jan 
maut ke liye supurd k,., aur wuh gunahgaroJJ ke darmiyan shumar kiya 
gaya, aur usne bahuton ke gunah utha Hye, aur guna.hgaron Id shafa1_1t 
ki. 

Your readers will now decide whether N. J. has not misrepre­
sented the translators and the Calcutta Bible Society. That a Protestant 
Missionary should so misrepresent his brethren and the Bible Society is 
very humbling. But this is the way of the world, and it is of no use to 
complain of mankind in the bulk. Let your correspondent translate this 
chapter and publish his version in your valuable Observer, then the 
Christian public will see his good taste. He may improve one verse, but 
he will, I fear, spoil five others. But let us see. I now call upon him to 
send you a better -version, and if he do . so, the Bible Society will 
bitterly regret that his abilities quite escaped their notice. But it 
is not yet too late. If he now display his translating and rev1smg 
talents, the new Bible Society for Northern India may employ him to 
repair the mischief, which the Calcutta Committee perpetrated at the 
expense of the Christian public. I expect to see a new version of this 
important chapter in your next or an early number. In the mean time 
your readers may rest assured that all the words and phrases of this 
chapter are good Urdu, found in U rclu books and all good Dictionaries of 
that language. Shake8pear has ma)f.hzul, which gives the exact mean­
ing of the Hebrew, he has mubtazil, mabzul and ibtizal. The whole 
verse is perhaps a little difficult, because it is an imitation of a difficult 
Hebrew verse. I remember quite well that a member of the Calcutta 
Committee objected to it, but it was retained, simply because we could 
not hit on a better rendering. I do not mean to say that we could_ not 
easily have made an off-hand version which the poor and babes _might 
understand, but we never thc,ught that we were making 11 version of 
Isaiah for babes. 

You know a great outcry was formerly raised against the terms we 
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hnv~ used in the Old Te~tame~t for the va~ious kinds of offerings and 
sacrifices. Allow me to give a list of them m order that the Christian 
public mny 1?,e able to judge . 
. 1.:i.;p l.!Jl/.JJ qurban, the general term, including all kinds of offer­
mgs and sacrifices, is translated by qurban and qurbauL No one I 
supr,ose, will object to this rendering. 

n',iy charhawa, an oblation wholly offered up to God, of which no­
thing was eaten. 
. W in~i in a former number of the Observer gave us the astounding 
mfol'mation that charhawa does not mean an offering, but an '' earthen 
pot!" But if you take Mr. Thompson's Urdu School Dictionary and 
turn to the word offering, you will find it explained by qurbani, nazr, 
charhawa.. Now if charhawa do not mean offering, but an earthen pot, 
let the lexicographer, Mr. Thompson of Delhi, answer for it. I think 
the Christian public will have more confidence in Thompson's Diction­
ary and the Calcutta Bible Society than in Wajibi's ideas of things. 

il~l,' n',iy charhiiwa charhiina. I do not think that we can find 
better terms in Urdu, e'!'en " babes" will understand them. I formerly 
wrote an article on these words which is published in your Observer for 
November, 1843, p. 67 l. 

n.:i.1 'E.:, zabh karna, to sacrifice, to immolate victims. 
n.:i.1 ~.) ~,) zabih, zabiha, a sacrifice, a victim, opposed both to 

nmo a bloodless offe_ring and n',1y a whole-offering. Of this (the 
n.:,.1) only a part was consumed by fire and the rest eaten ; it was a 
sacrificial feast. 

Cl!l'N rlJI asam, debt, guilt. Debt to God or man is the original 
meaning. Compal'e Matt. vi. 12-" And forgive us our debts ( a<f>•/\11µ.a.n ), 

as we forgive our debtors." Compare also the servant who owed his 
king ten thousand talents. Matt. xviii. 42. For the original meaning of 
CTVN see Numbers v. 6-8. "Agar koi mard ya ~urat I:(HUDAWAND se 
bewafai kal'ke aisa koi gunah kare jo admi karte haig, aur asami (indebted 
or guilty) ho jawe: to chahiye ki apne gunah ka jo kiya hai, iqrar kare, 
aur apua asam (debt, English trespass) pher de, aur us ka panchw,ig 
hissa us par ziyada kare, aur usko jis ka wub asami h{1a hai, hawale kar 
de. Lekin agar us shalf.hs ka koi waris na bowe, jo us asam ka haqq­
dar hai, to wuh phera hua asam ~HUDAWAND ko pahunchaya jawe; 
yih 1-ahin ka hoga siwa kafare ke men<;l.he ke ki us se us ka kafiira diya 
jata hai." So the priest got both the asam (whatever it might be), and 
the men<;l.ha, which the asami brought to obtain kafara. The asami lost 
the asam, the additional fifth part, and his men<;l.ha ; this was his punish­
ment. See Gesenius' article on Cl!VN· He observed the great differ­
ence between the Cl'O!VN and !11NtOn, but says that " the precise point 
of distinction between the two kinds of faults or sins bas hitherto been 
sought in vain." I think Dr. Hengsteuberg bas clearly explained the 
difference in his "Pentateuch." In Urdu there is a clear distinction 
between an asami and lf.hatakar. We daily commit ¼-hatas, but not 
asams. Again sin may be viewed and felt as wrong-doing, by which we 
make ourselves and others unhappy. Thus sin is viewed by heathen 
nations. This sin is khata, the sinner lf.batakar, and his offering ¼-ha-
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tiyat. Sin may Riso he ,iewed And felt as debt, AS guilt, as transgres­
sions of God's reYealed holy lRw, by which we are indebted to God And 
subject to _everlasting wo~. _Si1~ is thus view~d and felt by the people 
of re,elahon alone. Tins sm 1s asam, the smner asaml, and his offer­
ing asam. In short, asams are crimes to be punished by the judges, as 
sla,·e-breeding, selling human beings into bondage, murder, not paying 
one's debts and the interest thereon, regularly, &c. &c. and l~hatas are 
faults, as anger, mRlice, e,;1-sp('Rking, &c. &c. 

Nt::lii ½:hata kRrna, to miss, not to bit the mark, to commit mistakes, 
faults, blunders, t1Nt::lii ~hRtiyat, sin-offering, Lev. v. 8, 9. See .t.4,h.:i.. 
in Richardson. Those who are for discarding asam and I~hntiyat, hRve 
perhaps not well examined the suhject. If we write for as:im gunah kl 
qurhani and for li:,hatiyat ½:hata kl qurbani, the difference between the 
hrn kinds of offerings is neither felt nor understood, and can scarcely 
be explained. Besides the continual jingle of the unnecessary words 
"ki qurbani, ki qurbani," when several kinds of offerings are enumerat­
ed, is perfectly intolerable, at least to persons of any taste and feeling. 
If we retain asam and li:,hatiyat, all will be right. We should, when 
possible, use for one Hebrew word only one corresponding U rd{1 word. 
The Hebrew has one word for one kiud of offering, the Urdt1 should 
ha,e the same. 

, 1 .:i J.lo.i uazr, a thing ,owed, votive offering or sacrifice. Lev. vii. 16. 
'Wagar us ka zabih nazr k:i qurb:in ya ~hushi k:i qurban ho, &c. &c. 
N azr is used in common Urdu for all kinds of offerings, but in the 
{j' rdu Bible we must restrict it to a ,otive offering, to avoid confusion ; 
we ha,e done so, and none should blame us for iL Will any Missionary 
use nazr at random, i. e. whenever it comes into his bead to do so? 

iiii.:lO badiya, a bloodless offering, opposed to n:lT• We have in all 
places rendered it by hadiya ii!VN horn, a burnt-offering, so called from 
the fire (vN) which consumes it. We could find no better term. The 
Musalm:ins have no burnt-offering. Hom is, I believe, the only burnt­
offering among the Hindus. If so, we must use it, if we wish to be 
understood by the people. 

c•o~w salami, a thank-offering. 'fhomason's translation by salama­
ti ki 

1
qurb:ini is not correct, for it means safety-offering. Sahib ko sal:im 

karo, means, thank the gentleman. Those who brought Cl'D~Tl' did 
it Khudawand ke salam karne ke waste, i. e. to thank him, to show 
g;atitude. Salami means a salute fired to greet a great man who is ap-_ 
proacbing, to salam, to honour him. Salami also means "a present to a 
landlord for granting a lease." Jehovah was the landlord of Canaan, 
the Israelites were his rl!,aiyat, his flock, who showed their gratitude by 
bringing salami to bis temple in Jerusalem. Shall this exact term be 
discarded? 

;,onn and ;"TEJl:l.11, utbane aur hilane ki qurbanL Retained Thoma-
son's rendering. • 

iTTir, sbnkr:ina, Lev. vii. 13. tJ'D?Wi1 n,ir, ii.JT salami ke zabih 
jo shukrane ke liye hai!!. 

'JP.:l tapana; 1'0.:l tapawan,libation, English drink-offering. Tapa"'.I'~"• 
I think, is the only word we have in Urdu for nas1k. Compare Pluhp. 
ii. 17. Par agar maqi tumhari imani qurbani aur ha:diya par tapaya jauy. 
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Let us retain tap{rnft nncl tnpawnn until some persons can propose not 
onlv different, hut renlly hetter terms . 

. One Missionary hns • found fault with one term, another Missionary 
with another term. But moRt of all has Waja,; bee11 scandalizecl with 
eharhawa. In your 01,serner for February, I 844, page 11 fi-17, he 
thus delivers himself on this subject: "Charhawa is a Hindi word, 
meaning the little earthen vessels containing rice, spirits, &c. &c. which 
the Hindus suspend on trees or place before their idols under a tree. 
It has no reference ton bloody victim, it does not imply even life in the 
thing offered, much less the taking of life and the burning of the car­
ense. Thus it is in direct opposition to the rendering in all the ver­
sions. It was remarked by Dr. Taylor, the author of the concordance 
to the Hebrew Bible that it is a strange thing, if the doctrine of the 
atonement be in the Bible, that I who have made a concordance of all 
its words have not found it. But if Sahib's renderings be correct, there 
is little to wonder in the assertion. If the whole burnt-offering, the 
most ancient, the most sacred form of sacrifice, and the most strictly 
typical of our Lord's sacrifice, be after all no more than the offering a 
little rice or spirits in an earthen pot, on a tree, why, let us write lcha­
bod on the institution ; for the glory is departed." 

Here we have orthodoxy with a vengeance; I merely quote this 
passage to show how far some will go in their opposition. It has 
grieved me to have to make these remarks, but if I am right, 
no friend to Christ and the atonement will find fault with me; if not, 
let me bear the severest chastisements the love of truth can inflict. The 
Christian public will never believe that the translators and the excellent 
men who formed the Calcutta Revising Committee were heterodox men, 
who had all conspired to blot out, or if this be impossible, at least to 
obscure, by mistranslations, the cardinal doctrine of the atonement from 
the Bible. Such critics do not mislead others, but themseh·es. Surely 
the writer does not mean to sav that Christ was made a burnt-offer­
ing for us, that his head was cut off, his bloJd sprinkled on the horns of 
the altar, and his body burnt with fire. The very idea is blasphemous. 
To say that Christ is our so¼-htaui qnrbani, our burnt-offering, is heresy, 
or something worse, for never did any heretic hold such views. Our Savi­
our became literally our ii~i;v or charhawa; as Moses lifted up the ser­
pent in the wilderness, even so was the Son of man lifted up, (John 
iii. 14); his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree (l Pet. 
ii. 24), th'~re blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was a0ainst 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it 01,t of the way, nailing it to 
his cross ; for Christ has loved us, and has given himself for us an 
offel'ing and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. Urdt1: 
Masih ne ham se mahabbat ki, aur ham{ue iwaz men apne tain ~huda 
ke age charhiiwa aur qurban kiya, tft ki use ¼-hushbtt m~li'un ho. (Ephes. 
v. 2.) There is nothing in the Hebrew olah to correspond to the Eng­
lish" burnt" or the Urdi'1 "so¼-htan;,'' to be burnt. The specific nature 
of the olah consisted in its being entirely dPvoted to God; nothing 
was eaten of it, either by the ofliciating priest, or those who brought 
the oblation ; the burning was accidental. But if the burning be 
essential and not accidental, then was the olah no type of Chri$t at all. 

VOL. VII, 5 U 
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1 maintain ngainst nll gainsayers that Christ is om olah, but not 
our burnt-off<'ring. And I am fully persuaded in my own mind 
that charhaw{1 is n correct rendering of olah 

If N. J do not likE' our terms for the various kinds of oblations, let 
him propose better Olll'S in your Obsei·ver, the Missionary organ, 
an<i let the Christian public judgE-. We like nothing b~tter than 
public disC'ussion. I am glad your correspondent has begun the 
discussion ; let us carry it on, until the Christian public knows exactly 
how matters stand. I am quite ready to defend the 1-Iin<lustani 
Biule 11s a whole 11nd e,·ery part of it, aml I do not think it should 
be re,·ised just now. I do not mean to say that it is perfect; no 
wrsion is perfect; the English autho!i~ed Yersion is faulty in many 
places. A London doctor of med1cme bas lately published the 
English Bilile, on the title page of which he professes to have made 
I have forgot how many thousand emendations. This mender of human 
bodies takes for grantt'd that all his alterations are emendations. Job 
v. i, he amends thus; "Man is not born unto troubles as the sparks 
fly upward." It is true he has impro.ed some verses, but for one verse 
improwd he has spoiled twenty others. If you read Dr: Boothroyd's 
preface to his Bible, you almost are led to believe that the authorized 
English version i,, very impnfect. ~ow Dr. Il. has improved some 
vers<'s, but for one verse improved, he has spoiled fifty others. And thus 
has it fared -with most revisers And I really do fear that if the Hin­
dustan, Bilile be revised forthwith, a hundred verses will be spoiled for 
one improved. 

Again, there is no need of such haste. In May, I 845, at the An­
niversary Meeting of the London Missionary Society, the Rev. R. C. 
Mather spoke in Exeter Hall and said that the editions of the 
Scriptures were a drug on our hands, or words to that effect. He 
spoke the truth. Six thousand copies were printed of the London 
edition of the New Testament. Not more than 2000 copies have been 
pnt in circulation, and 4000 copies, if not more, are still on our hands, 
and will seITe us for many years to come. I believe 5000 copies were 
published of the Mirz~pore edition of the New Testament, which will 
serve the Chw·ch Missionaries and those who 1;1-se it, for many years to 
come. 

If the American Missionaries are not satisfied with the innumera­
ble copies in our several depositories, let them publish another edi­
tion with their own money, which they, as a Mission, receive from the 
American Bible Society. That Society will not give it to the Bible 
Societv for Northern India, but to the Mission of the Presbyterian 
Board· in N orthero India, and I do think it should remain in their hands 
aud not be mixed up with the money raised in India for, or received from 
the British aud Foreign Bible Society. Let _us remember the trouble 
the Free Church of Scotland has been in for receiving money from the 
Southern states to build their new churches with ; let us be wise in 
time. Besides the American Missionaries have lately, in a body, voted 
for upsettir1g the Calcutta Bible Society's decision and retaining Jehovah 
untranslated, whilst almost all Europeans have voted for ~hmlawand. 
We think that Lord is the most natural name of God. He is the 
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Loni of hcnvcn nncl cnrth, of men nnd nngeh. Resicle the worcl Lord, 
nil other nnmes of Gocl, descriptive of his attrihntes, appear arti­
ficiRI, flS JchovRh, the Self-existent, the Ormiipotent, &c. &c. I do 
not see how the Americans nncl E11ropean3 catt agree 011 the name 
of God. Ilut why shonlcl one party force the other to adopt their 
views? There is room for nil. Let them get up an edition with Yaho­
wnh and let us keep our erliti011 with ~huclawand. Let them use 
Yahowah, and we will preRch ~hudawand. 

I will conclude with re-asserting that there is no need of a new revi­
sion or new editions of the Urdu Scriptures just naw. All our drposi­
tories are full. If more be published, it will be so much money 
thrown Rway. What will be done with the very large London, Cal­
cutta and Mirzapore editions? Shall we burn them all, or allow the 
white ants to eat them, in order to hasten a new revision and new edi­
tions? When after five or six year3 we really want new editions, let a 
slight revision be made, and beautiful editions printed. Let ns in 
the meantime write histories, Church histories, and the many school 
books we really want : let us collect money to print these necessary books, 
and teach and preach among the natives. But if the source of evil 
now succeed in turning all the Missionaries in Hindustan into transla­
tion Committees, in making all of them responsible and honourable 
translators of the Bible, very little of proper missionary work will be 
done for many years to came. May the Source of wisdom and good­
ness direct us all in the way we should go ! 

Sincerely yours, 
Bandras, 17th September, 1846. J. A. S. 

II.-Quei·y on the Nature of Inspiration. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian OLserver. 
DEAR GENTLEMEN, 

Will you have the goodness to allow me to solicit, through the 
mediurn of your pages, the opinions of some of your correspon­
dents on the nature of that inspiration, by which the Holy 
Scriptures have been given to mankind ? 

I have read a good deal on the subject, but very little that 
has satisfied my mind. Many theological writers advocate 
different degrees of inspiration, but to admit such degrees is a 
most slippery path of reaching the truth. I cannot find any 
passage in the whole inspired volume which countenances the 
idea of different deg1·ees of inspiration. 

In the course of my meditations on this subject it has occm­
red to my mind whether it would not be right to distinguish 
between revelation and inspiration. But lest this should also 
appear a slippery clistinctiou, l beg permission to explain my 
views. 

5 u 2 



Que,·y on tlie Nntu,·e of In.~piration. LDEc, 

By 1·e1,elation _I n~ean_ a direct commun_ication of knowledge 
from Goel; by m:~pu-al1?n I mean the aid ,of the Holy Spirit 
granted to the wnters ot the Old and New 1 estaments in com­
posing their books. According to this distinction revelation 
may be ,·ie"·ed separately from inspiration. All the things that 
were revealed by God to his prophets, have not been recorded; 
many of them were sealed, many only communicated orally, 
many were written down in an abridged form ; whilst many are 
gi,·en in full. On the other hand all that the Holy Spirit in­
spired the sacred penmen to ,n-ite, was not knowledge commu­
nicated by re,·elation, as most parts of biblical history, &c. This 
the apostle Paul seems to me to acknowledge with regard to 
himself in 1 Cor. vii., where he distinguishes bt:tween com­
mandments of the Lord Jesus Christ (or as I think made known 
to him by means of a direct revelation), and between his own 
ad,·ice, which howe,·er (being, as I should say, gii·en ~y inspira­
tion) he ascribes to the Holy Spirit; for the gift of inspiration 
was granted to the Apostles both when they wrote, and when 
they spoke or taught in their official character. 

The visions of the prophets and apostles; the w01·ds of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; all the passages of which it is said that God 
spoke them, all the commandments which Moses, the prophets, 
or the apostles received from God or from Jesus Christ, I view 
as so many direct revelations, communicated to us in most cases 
at length, in others in a condensed form. They contain know­
ledge derived immediately from God himself, without the inter­
vention of anv medium. 

But the diicourses of Job and his friends, the meditations of 
Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes, the greater part of Bible 
history, and even by far the greater portion of the epistles 
appear to me not to bear the character of direct revelations from 
God: but I must firmly believe that they were all written down 
by inspiration. . 

The idea of inspiration then, which has been floating before 
my mind, is in a general outline the following: 

J .-All those parts of the Bible which arn stated to be direct 
communications from God himself, are really and literally such; 
and they are recorded with perfect correctness; only they may 
have been (as in the case of most of the minor prophets) con­
densed or abridged. 

2.-All the historical parts of the Bible are literally trne. 
3.-All the sayings or meditations of meu, recorded in it, a1·e 

recorded with perfect correctness. 
Thus far I consider that the effect of inspiration was, to pre­

sen'e the sacred penmen from any the slightest deviation from 
the truth, in their statements. 
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, 4.-In their selection, condemmtion, or abridgment of revela­
turns, 11arrativcH, a111l human discourses, the sacred penmen 
were so completely guided by the Holy Spirit, that they inserted 
11othing which the Holy Spirit did not direct them to insert, 
and omitted nothing which he did not wish to be omitted. 

5.-In the wording of the Bible (a11d every portion of it) 
they were likewise so guidecl by the Holy Spirit, that they em­
ployed not a single expression, which was not fully approved of 
by that divine agent, as exactly suited to the purpose for which 
he intended it. 

6.-Every book of Scripture was intended by the Holy Spirit 
to be profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, ancl for 
instruction in righteousness. 

There are, however, two books in the Bible respecting which 
I have not yet been able to decide how they are intended to, 
answer this purpose. 

One is the book of Ecclesiastes. Is every sentence of that 
book to be considered as the voice of God ? Or is the whole 
book intended simply to convey to man the results of Solomon's. 
experience, so that the ultimate drift of it only comes home tD 

our minds as the voice of God, and the rest merely as Solo­
mon's meditations, recorded by divine direction, to show from 
his'example the vanity of earthly things, and the small amount 
of real happiness that can be derived from them ? 

The other book is the book of Job, with regard to which I 
would ask the same questions: Is all that Job and his friends 
say, to be regarded as the voice of God? or is it only the 
general drift of it that the Holy Spirit wished to impress upon 
our minds as divine truth? 

Whichever view may be adopted, I firmly believe that every 
word of both these books has been written down under the im­
mediate direction of the Holy Spirit; that all which he consi­
dered irrelevant, has been omitted, and that all that is recorded, 
has been recorded for some purpose intended by him. 

7.-Respecting the epistles of the New Testament, I am fully 
convinced, not only that every doctrine and every precept com­
municated in them, is to be viewed as the direct teaching of the 
Spi1·it; •but also that every private feeling or opinion or wish, 
expressed in them, has been recorded according to the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, for some valuable purpose. 

According to this view of inspiration it would be something 
different from revelation. It would consist in the Holy Spirit's 
enabling the sacred penmen simply to record just what he wished 
(whether revelations, narratives or other subjects), in a manner 
perfectly free from error, and in those words which were best 
adapted to his own purpose. All the sacred writers would, 011 
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this supposition, have been inspired in an equal manner and 
degree. 

1.'he natural peculiarities of each writer, as to style, &c. may 
ha,·e been allowed to appear, without in the least i;npairi11g hi°s 
inspiration. The natural style of each writer would, on my 
supposition, be presnTed just so fa1· as it might be the most 
suitable instrument of answering the Spirit's purposes. 

According to this theory the Bible is a miracle somewhat 
similar to the incarnation : as in the person of Jesus Christ 
the di,·ine and human natures were united; so in the Bible we 
have human style and language conveying the instmctions of 
the Holy Spirit. The infirmities to which Christ as a man was 
subject, do not impair his divinity; neither can peculiarities and 
imperfections of style be brought forward as proofs that the 
Bible is not divine. 

The question I wish to ask is, whether this theory of inspira­
tion is, or is not, in accordance with the truth? and if there is 
any serious error in it, where is it? 

I can sincerely say that I put forth this query as a learner, 
solely from a desire to receive information ; and I trust that if 
I am wrong in my ideas, I am open to conviction. I have not 
finally adopted them, because for a long series of years I have 
viewed revelation and inspiration as identical, and it is only lately 
that a suspicion has arisen in my mind, whether they are not· 
rather two distinct, though very similar and equally miraculous, 
operations of the Holy Spirit. I find it difficult to persuade 
mvself that I have been in error until now. 

·1 trust, that if this communication is inserted, some of you1· 
correspondents may be induced to send you their opinions on­
the subject. I beg, however, to state explicitly, that the view of 
inspiration I have now attempted to delineate, appears to me to 
be the very lowest that can be adopted by any who really believe 
that ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of God; and I hope 
God will preserve me from ever adopting a lower one, and youi· 
correspondents from advocating a lower one : else I shall lament 
the day when I penned these lines. • 

I remain, &c. 
ALPINUS, 

III.-Extracts from the Journal of Native Christian Assistant 
Cheng. 

(For the Calcutta Christian Observer.) 

3 Month, 22. Took some books to the tea shop of Jin, by 
the brick-bridge temple. There were about 30 men present; I 
preached the gospel to them; there was a Mr. Chin who said 
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"Ni11gpo men say that Jesus was the great sage of the Engli!lh, 
but not surpassing Confucius, though nearly the same." I said, 
Sir, Jesus is God's loved Son, who died for the sins of every 
nation under heaven, how can you say he was the sage of Eng­
land? God is most holy, most merciful, and most compas­
sionate ; he rules over all, the rich, as well as the poor, the 
honorable and the mean, the good and the bad. He gives life, 
and dispenses rewards and pu11ishments; from Poosa,* nothing 
comes; he is the work of men's hands, and in 30 years, if he had 
110 worshippers to repair and protect him he would fall into de­
cay ; seeing he is unable to protect himself, how can he protect 
you? M1·. Chin said, "Next worship day I will come to the tem­
ple of the true God, to worship, and hear you explain the sacred 
book." Another said, '' What must I use in worshipping Goel i" 
I explained and said, "He must be worshi ppecl with the heart." 

A man said, " Sir, I wish to do good, how shall I ? will yon 
teach me?" I told him that by believing in Jesus, he would do 
good, aml after death his soul would be saved. 

A Mr. Wu, said," Sir, how many years is it from the time of 
Jesus until now, and how far is it from Judea to the central 
land ?" I replied, it is 1846 years since the birth of Jesus ; if thp 
wind is fair you can go to Judea in about two months. He 
1·eplied, " The red-haired men who distribute these books, also 
sell opium-this is false benevolence." I said, " foreigners are 
good and bad, the good worship God, believe in Jesus, do good, 
and love all men as themselves ; the wicked are the avaricious, 
who do not worship God, and do not believe in Jesus; hereaf­
ter God will punish and rewa1·d the good and bad of all nations." 
I gave books and came away. 

Preached the gospel to 80 persons ; an old man said, " the doc­
trine is true, it is good to preach it to men : will you, honorable 
Sir, give me some books that my children and grand-children 
may learn to become good?" I gave him the books. A hearer 
then said, "Jesus was a man:" another replied, " He was truly 
the Creator of heaven and earth, who gives us all things ; truly 
Poosa is unable to prntect men, f01· men make him." Distributed 
books and they went away. 

A ·Mr. Le, and a Mr. Chang came and inquired, saying, "The 
American teacher is a physician, we are opium-smokers, can he 
cure us?" I said," opium smoking is a disease of the heart, mak­
ing you follow that which is corrupt, and unwilling to follow 
that which is good. If you believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit will 
change your heart's disease; come again to this temple and hear 
the Gospel." 

* A generic term for gods brought from India by the Buddhists, and 
supposed to be derived from the Sanscrit; it signifies " to help." 



848 Jou1"nal of Native Christian As.~istant Cheng. 

A Mr. Lin, from the Shantung province, a relation of the 
Chihien (Mayor), called and said, " This is the place of a fot·­
eigner who has come to teach men the Roman Catholic religion, 
is it not so?" I replied, "that religion, and the religion of Jesus, 
are widely different, the Roman Catholics are like the Iluddhists, 
they ui;e idoli;: after the preaching, he said, "The doctrine is 
excellent, but why do the disciples of Jesus sell opinm, nor for­
bid it coming to 'the flowery land?' " I said," you are in error, 
there are good and bad of all nations, if all men were the disci­
ples of Jesus, there would be no unjust gains; as for opium, 
the Chinese are to blame for taking what the foreigners so wick­
edly bring them. It is not given away, but is as dear as pearls; 
the opium-eaters are their own destroyers, they do not die from 
,·iolence." They all said, it was according to rP,ason, and went 
away. 

Above 100 hearers were present. A Mr. Lan said, "I daily 
in the morning and evening worship the kitchen-god in my 
house." I told him to worship the one true God; he replied, 
« God is great, and man is most mean; Poosa is God's ambas­
sador." I explained the doctrine, which they pronounced good 
and went avrny. 

Strenuously exhorted men to seek true happiness in Jesus, 
and not to seek the false happiness of the world. A little boy 
said, " I know that wood and clay images are useless, but the 
world is unwilling to part with them." I said, those men do not 
understand, but you do; it is therefore important that you should 
discard them. In the afternoon many children came to worship 
-discoursed on the creation of the world, and the coming of 
Jesus. Many hearers present; an old man said, ""\Vhat you 
say is reasonable, but the red-haired men sell opium, and in 
other things act improperly, how can they exhort men about 
God?" I explained that if they worshipped God, they would not 
do so. 

Next day, after preaching, many said, " It is difficult to 
believe the red-haired men's religion, and selling opium." I 
explained the reason. 

"'ent out to proclaim the gospel; my teacher accompanying 
me ; when he had discoursed, several said, " This is a foreigne1· 
devoted to carrying on the opium trade; how can he exhort 
men to believe iu Jesus, and to do good? if he gives away medi­
cines, he ought to cure opium-smokers." I explained, and 
urged them to believe in Jesus, and to pray day and night for 
the Holy Spirit to change their hearts. About 80 hearers 
were present ; a young man said, " Sir, according to what yon 
say about the one true God it is of no use ca1·ryi11g Poosa 
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nbout to stop the rain ?* I said, certainly there is no nse in 
it. They all saicl the doctrine was good .. 

A literary man nallled Chin, snl'llamed How, a school-teacher, 
came mu\ saicl, "S01netin~e ago a friend gave me a book, I ob­
Rervecl the name of .Jesus, a11d that it exhorted men to do good, 
bnt the style was very obscure. I believe the doctrine is true, 
and I have rnacle an explanation ,-f the ten commandments, which 
you may print: I will give l000 cash towards it.'' I told him 
I would shew it to the teacher; ancl he went away. 

Chin came again ancl said, "The doctrine is deep, but in time, 
all the literary men will believe it;" he also said, " A Taouist 
Priest came to my house, and I explained the doctrine to him, 
and told him about.Jesus being a Saviour-he partly believed." 

Several literary men were pre:;,ent, they said, " Confucius 
taught that if we con Id not understand life, we could not unde1·­
stand death." I explained the doctrine, and they all said it was 
,better than that of Confucius. 

Chin came again and said, "The doctrines of Jesus are true, 
how can I dare not to believe them ?"t 

A Mr. Yen said, " I believe Poosa is false, and that God is the 
Lord of heaven and earth." I said, if you truly believe, great is 
your happiness." Another said, " To be just and sincere and 
to do good, is enough, there is no need of worshipping God." 
I explained the original depravity of man, the atonement of 
Jesus, and the necessity of the Holy Spirit's changing the heart, 
without which we cannot do good. He did not reply., and went 
away. 

Worship day.-Spake first of God the creator of all things, 
and then of Jesus' dying to save men; the words were not fin­
ished, when some men said, "That man's teacher is a foreigner 
who sells opium, how can you hear him talk of justice and 
ha1;111ony ?" I said, he does not sell opium, but not fearing the 
sea, has come thousands of miles to teach men to worship the 
true God. They said, " \Vhy does he give away medicines, and 
exhort men against opium, and not cure so many opium­
smokers ?" I explained the reason to them, and they went away 
satisfied. 

A young man came and said, "many persons are saying that 
the foreigners who teach girls, have just killed some of them, 

" The past spring was unusually wet; fears were entertained of a famine; 
the iclols were caressed and cajoled with promises in order to avert the 
calamity, and ~an:ied in funeral procession; the mandarins ordered P~rk 
Camfoa/, forh1ddrng the slaughter of sw111e, until the ra111 ceased. 1 he 
same measure is resorted to in drought. 

t Chi 11 is now Dr. Macgowan's teacher and appears to be in an iuterest­
in~ state of mind. 
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using their eyes for medicine, and their liver and l1111gs for foot! 
-how is this ? I hear also, that you have eaten so\ne of it." 
I told him it was an invention of the priests. 

IV.-Death of Mrs. Watt. 

The writer of the following verses was Mrs. \V ATT, the wife 
of the Re,,. D. G. \Vatt, who died on board the Monarch, 2ad 
August, 1846, on her passage to India. It was her wish to have 
done something for her Lord in this laud, as she had done in 
her native land. Her personal labours in establishing and ca1·­
rying on the Sabbath schools in connexion with the Free 
Church, of which she was a member, her influence in animating 
others to similar work, and her devotedness to Christ, gave 
ground to expect that she would walk in the same steps, and 
help to supply the lack of service here. On the morning of the 
sabbath on which she was taken away, she was overheard pray­
ing, "0 Lord, rouse thy people. 0 Lord, they are very cold in 
thy service. 0 Lord, stir them up to work for a wicked world." 
This prayer was the embodiment of what the latter years of 
her life developed, and though early called-at twenty-three 
years of her age-it is believed that traces of her works have 
been left not easily to be effaced. "To me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain." 

The poetry was the expression of strong emotions finding 
their most appropriate utterance in this fonn. The idea of 
publicity was not entertained, and there is not the finish about 
the verses which their appearance in these pages might warrant 
to be looked for. They are inserted to give her a sort of con­
nexion with the country for whose interests it was in he1· heart 
to labour:-

JEsus ! my Prophet, Priest and King, 
My Lord! my hope, my all; 

While to Thy grace I humbly cling, 
What harm can e'er befall? 

My Prophet! Thou hast taught me 
To fix mine eyes on Thee : 

The Father there bath brought me 
His countenance to see. 

My Priest! I stand forgiven 
Through that precious blood o( Thine, 

And God's owa peace is given 
To this trembling heart of mine. 



My Kini-I! Thou hnst rleliverccl 
My ,iotil from 811t1rn's thrall, 

Awl !'Hry link hast severed 
0 f clrnins that ~ore clicl gall. 

Thy warfare, "Lord, is enclecl; 
The victory is Thine : 

Ifravcn's heights Thou hast ascended, 
Thy victory shall be mine. 

Then gird Thine armour on me 
For my combat here below : 

With Thy Spirit's might upon me 
I'll conquer every foe. 

Arise, 0 Lord, and muster 
Thy host of saints for war: 

Around Thy cross to cluster, 
Let tl\em gather from afar. 

Though Satan bring his legions 
From earth and air and hell ; 

And though in all these regions 
His power may seem to swell ; 

Though for a while he brave us 
And seem to overcome ; 

Thou wilt arise and save us­
Thy kingdom sure shall come. 

WHEN weakened faith obstructs the view, 
And Sinai's thunders roll anew; 
When guilty fears pervade the breast 
That once has tasted heavenly rest; 
No drngged cup of earthly joy, 
No guilty means that men employ, 
Can then assuage the bitter grief, 
Or give the soul an hour's relief: 
One voice alone can comfort give­
Can bid the trembling culprit live. 
Softly it sounds from Calvary's height­
Come and behold the wondrous sight. 
See! flowing from thy Saviour's side, 
With sudden gush, the healing tide, 
While mercy, pointing to the stream, 
Cries, 'wash thee, sinner-be thou clean.' 
But pause my muse, nor idly soar, 
Thou canst not paint that rapturous hour. 
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Not Moses, when afar he viewed 
The promised land so fair and good; 
Not Jacob when on Bethel's plain 
DescC'nding angels went and came : 
Felt half the rapture Christians prove 
When Jesus, with a look of lo,:e, 
Conyeys the sense of sin forgi,·en, 
The foretaste and the pledge of heaven. 

TnE MoTHER's REQUEST, 

A STORY, for her darling child, 
A fond young mother asked, 

I answered not, but only smiled 
When thus my powers were tasked. 

I paused, before my hand should trace 
Upon that infant mind, 

The lines that time might not efl'ace­
Well was my pause designed. 

Then should I tell some merry tale, 
To wake her childish glee ? 

To win her smile, I could not fail, 
'T were sweet reward for me. 

Or should I seek in Fiction's guise 
To teach fair Virtue's rule? 

Such lessons she might not despise, 
Taught in this easy school. 

Or should I strive, with tales of old, 
Her warm young heart to thrill, 

With feeling for those heroes bold 
Who Fame's wide temple fill? 

With themes like these full well I might 
Her opening mind improve: 

But if one tale alone I write, 
My theme be Jesus' love. 

Oh mother ! mighty is the power, 
That God hath given to thee, 

O'er deathless souls, in this their hour 
Of tender infancy. 

'Twas thus I thought, as at thy knee 
Thy first-born darling stood, 

Pleading her childlike claims with thee 
To grant her something good. 

(DEC, 
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Season for Itinerary Labours. 

Wisely thnt claim didst thou defer 
Until a time more due; 

What lessons may we not infer, 
From thy wise judgmeut too! 

Well doth our heavenly Father know 
What things we most do need : 

Then to His footstool let us go, 
And His kind promise plead. 

One thing o'er all. He bids us seek 
With all our heart and mind ; 

His promise He will never break 
That she who seeks shall find. 

Then go, young mother, beg His grace­
His grace so rich and free-

For all whom doth thy heart embrace, 
And. He will grant it thee, 

V.-Seasonfor Itinerary Labours. 

To the Ed.ito~s of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

853 

The approach of the season for the itinerary labours of the 
stewards of the household of God, has elicited the following 
observations, to which, if deemed worthy, you will be pleased to 
give timely publication:-

And there was set meat 'before him to eat: but be said, I will not eat, 
until I have told mine errand. Gen. xxiv. 33. 

These words were used on a memorable occasion by an 
obscure indiviclual, who is but seldom noticed by such read­
ers of the Holy Scriptures as are significantly termed superfi­
cial readers, in the miclst of the host of other worthies whose 
histories are handed down to us by the pen of inspiration. These 
are the words of Elicier, a native of Damascus, the hea<l-ser­
vant of Abraham. 

In the deeply interesting account which we have of the 
commission which Abraham gave to his head-servant to seek 
out a wife for his son Isaac from his own country and from 
among his own kindred, we find the words of the text, which 
Elie:ter spake to Laban, the brother of Rebecca, the bride in­
tended for Abrnhmn's heir. 

Leaving at present the distinguished type of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour, p1·esented in this narrative in the person of 
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Isaac, in whom all trne believers are called the seed of Abra­
ham*-who was the "only begotten son" of promise, t and 
with whom God promised to establish his everlasting- cove­
nantt-let_ us make a few observations on the other type, 
presented 111 that obscure per~on, the serl'ant of Abraham, and 
in doing this, we shall naturally be led to consider him I st, as 
to his personal character, and 2dly, as to his relative charnctet· 
as the sen·ant of Abraham. 

l.-ln perusing this interesting narrative it can hardly fail 
to strike the least ordinary understanding that Eliezer, the 
steward of Abraham, ,vas an eminently godly man. Godliness 
was one of the two most prominent features in his character. 
Godliness was his character as a man, and zeal was his character 
as a servant. 

These two amiable dispositions were sn wrought up together 
that they appear to be emanations of the same affection of the 
heart, for when he had reached the city of Nahor and had made 
his camels to kneel down by a well of water, he prayed, saying-, 
"0 Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me 
good speed this day, and show kindness unto my master Abra­
ham." Here we see the fervency of his godliness in his lifting 
up his hands unto God to prosper him in this undertaking for 
which he had come thus far-and here also we see the intensity 
of his zeal in his beseeching God to show kindness to his mas­
ter Abraham. And when the Lord partly answered his prayet· 
which was offered up in faith-what did this godly man do?­
" He bowed his head and worshipped the Lord." And again, 
when his proposals were accepted, and Laban and Bethuel said 
to him, "behold Rebecca is before thee, take her and let het· be 
thy master's son's wife,"-this pious man "worshipped the 
Lord, bowing himself to the earth." 

Godliness is the spring of all other gracious affections of the 
heart.-" Godliness is profitable unto all things, having pro­
mise of the life that now is and of that which is to come."§ ' 

11.-Now let us view Eliezer in his· relative charncter as a 
servant, and we will find that,-

1. Eliezer was a ma11 of strict probity.-He was a very 
old servant of Abraham's, and Abraham reposed entire con­
fidence in him, and made him "ruler over all" that he had. 
And at one time when Abraham was not blessed with an heir 
to inherit his blessings, he had designed to make this his faith­
ful servant his heir, as we find him saying, when the word 
of the Lord came to him in a vision~" Lord God, what wilt 
thou give me, seeing I go ,childless, and the steward" (or the 
elder of my house, that is heir, which words are of the same 

• ltpm. ix. 7. t He!,. xi. 17, t Gen. xvii. 19. § l Tim. iv. B. 
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import) "is this Eliezer of Damascus."* Thus we see that 
Eliezer Wil!:l a faithful steward, for "it is reqnire<l in stewarcls, 
that a man be faithful."t 

2. Eliezer was a conscientious and discreet man-For, when 
Abraham told him, "thou shalt go unto my country and to my 
kindre<l and take a wife unto my sou"-he replied, "peradven­
ture the woman will not be willing to follow me into this land, 
must I needs bring thy son again into the land from whence thou 
camest ?'' Eliezer, not having fully apprehended the scope of 
bis master's injunctions, very discreetly <lesired some further 
explanation, lest, by not acting up to the full tenor of his mas­
ter's commands, be might unworthily err in the fulfilment of 
his duty. To this conscientious question, Abraham replied, 
"Beware thou, that thou bring not my son thither again." 

3. Eliezer was a humble and sincere man. \-Vhen Laban the 
brother of Rebecca told him to deliver his message, this humble 
man commenced, not by saying, I am the steward of Ahraham, 
and thereby making himself of consequence, but by simply 
saying, "I am Abraham's servant."-Thus he made himself of 
no repute. But did he forget the dignity of his master? No­
he related in a plain, sincere, and dignified manner all the 
glory of his honored master by saying, "The Lord hath bless­
ed my master greatly, and he is become great; and he hath 
flocks and herds and gold and silver and men-servants and 
maid-servants and camels and asses." 

4. Eliezer was a zealous man. Zeal in his master's cause 
was another most prominent characteristic of this man. 
From the nanative we are led to infe1· that Eliezer did not 
tarry any length of time, but what was requisite for the neces­
sary preparations of the journey, after he had taken the oath, 
but, "the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master 
and departed and went to the city of Mesopotamia." On 
his arrival there, he was led (as his master had signified) by 
the angel of God to the well where he met the intended bride 
of his master's son, and by her he was conducted to her house, 
and having been made known to one another, there "was set 
meat before him to eat," but this zealous se1Tant refrained from 
partaking of the necessary refreshment ( which he must have 
very much needed) saying, " I will not eat until I ha\'e told 
mine errand." He was so zealous of his master's canse, that 
he would not partake of the sustenance of life until he had ful­
filled his commission ! Here is an instance of zeal of no ordi­
nary description. And when he had delive1·ecl his message and 
God had thus far prospered his undertaking, he did not desire 
to rest and enjoy himself (although earnestly pressed to clo so 

*Gen.xv. 2. t I Cor. iv. 2. 
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bv the inmates of the house), but when they rose the uext 
n~orning, he said unto them "send me away u;1to my master !" 
\\.hat earnestness of purpose we have here employed! 'J'he 
aged se1Tant of Abraham is ready to undergo again the fatig-ues 
of the long journey which he had just accomplished. \Vhy 
should this zealous se1·vant tarn,? His work he considered 
but partly done. He must con;luct the bride without delay 
to him to whom she was betrothed. His master 110 doubt was 
anxiously a,1·aiting the return of his servant-or his maste1· 
might feel the loss of the wonted services of his faithful stew­
ard. Yes, the business was not yet fully accomplished, and 
then why should Eliezer loiter his time away in frivolous festi­
l"it.ies and ceremonies? We must be, as all our acts ought to 
be, '· up and doing." 

Let us now briefly make an application of the foregoing 
observations. 

\Ve beliel"e that "all scripture is given by inspimtion of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, fo1· conection, 
and for instruction in righteousness." Then let us, as fa1· 
as our .abilities will enable us, derive suitable instruction .also 
from this portion of the Holy Scriptures. 

We J1ave just observed what ought to be the personal and 
relative character of a faithful steward, as exemplified in the 
person of Eliezer. A.ll believers in the Lord Jesus are stewards 
"of the manifold grace of God," and hence they should minister 
one to auother as " good stewards" the gifts that they have re­
ceived. '\\'hat is the character of a "good steward ?" A good 
steward ought to be -a godly man, loving God and trusting in him, 
and not trusting to his own abilities, but in every unde1·taking 
asking God, as Eliezer did, to send "good speed." A se1·vant 
of the Lord Jesus should "follow after righteousness, godli­
ness, faith, love, patience" and meekness. He should be, as 
far as is allowed, thoroughly versed in his Master's affairs. He 
should by respectful inquiries become fully and precisely ac­
quainted with his Maste1·'s will. The Lord has redeemed us and 
purified all believers unto himself and constituted them a pecu­
liar people zealous of good works, (Tit. ii. 14.) Hence it is 
in cum bent on all believers that they be faithful stewards " zeal­
ous of good works." 

But the Ministers of the Gospel are specially set apart, by 
the peculiar constitution of the Chmch of God, for the imme~ 
diate ministration of the word of life-and they are more 
particularly called upon by th'eir Master, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to fulfil zealously the duties that are allotted to them. 
They are serit as messengers to invite the bride of their Master 
-and to bring her with all diligence to the house of her Spouse. 
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All stewards should say with faithful Eliezer, " I will not eat, 
until I have told mine errand." 

The season is now come when the messengers of the glad 
tidings,-

"------ by whom, in strains as sweet, 
As angels use, the gospel whispers peace," 

are to go about "doing good."-Let them, as good stewards, 
imitate Abraham's servant. If he exhibited such exemplary 
zeal fo1· the approbation of an earthly master, then how much 
more ought they to exhibit whose master is the Lord of the 
universe, that by being " zealous of good works" they may be 
welcomed by their Master, in that great day of retributation, with 
" Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things : 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

B. F. 14th November, 1846. 
JUNIOR, 

VI.-On tlte extent and character of the Conversions to Chris­
tianity from among the natives in the Presidency of Bengal. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian ObseTVer. 

DEAR FRIEJS ns, 
I have been instructed by the Calcutta Missionary Confer­

ence to forward to you the accompanying paper, fo1· insertion 
in the Calcutta Christian Observer. The paper was prepared 
by Mr. Pearce at the request of the Conference, and read at one 
of their meetings. It was so highly approved of, that the Con­
ference unanimously requested Mr. Pearce to give it for publi­
cation : not as, in the opinion of the Confe1·ence, unfolding a per­
fectly exact, 01· a complete view of the subject, 01· as expressing 
in every respect the sentiments of each member; but as being on 
the whole a very valuable paper, the publication of which might 
tend to elicit· more accurate information on the interesting sub­
ject to which it alludes. 

I am, &c. 

Nov. 18th, 1846. 
. D. EWART, 

Secy. Missy. Conf. 
"Watchman, what of the night?" was the anxiously repeated inquiry 

of some of old who were concerned to know the signs of the times. An 
anxiety similar to this pl'obably prompted the request, which has led 
to the production of the following paper. An undue curiosity to pry 
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into the future is doubtless A. failing often discoverable in christinn 
minds. It ~as detected by om Lord in his imme_diate disciples and 
rebuked by him. We are prone to walk rather by sight than by foith, 
which is the divinely prescribed rule to the Christian. Our present 
object is, however, to look back rather than forward, to survey the ground 
o,er which we ha,e come rather than that which lies before us : and 
this we may deem, without hesitation, legitimate employment. "Re­
member the way in which the Lord thy God has led thee," was the 
di,·ine injunction to the ancient church-an injunction which we may 
regard as a permanent one. Such a review cannot, however, but have a 
bearing upon the future, and although we may not be permitted thereby 
to predict coming events, we m11y make use of it for important practi­
cal advantages. In respect to the present position of missionaries in 
this part of India, various motives combine to urge the thoughtful mind 
to such a retrospect. Fifty years of extensive and persevering labour 
have passed away, a period sufficient in apostolic days to give our 
holy faith a permanent standing in the world. l\Iore than 200 Euro­
pean ministers of the gospel, besides many others raised up in the 
country, have laboured for a longer or shorter period in making known 
the gospel of sakation, and at the lowest computation a sum of not 
less than 600,000 or 700,000£ has been expended for this object 
in this part of India, the free contributions of British Christians 
chiefly. It is therefore natural, surely, to ask, what has been the result 
of these vast ernngelical efforts? And a just answer, as far as it can 
be obtained, may properly be expected to be attended with some 
beneficial results. 

The field of observation, however, is so large, and the retrospect ex­
tends over so lengthened a period, that the most competent individual 
might well shrink from the task of presenting so comprehensive and 
import.ant a report : the writer cannot therefore but feel his insufficiency 
for the work assigned to him, and it is only in obedience to oft repeated 
requests that he has undertaken it. 

In whate"l"er point of view they may be regarded, the means avail­
able for such a report are by no means ample or of easy application. 
Although living in the country, few persons cai;i have a very extensive 
personal acquaintance with the mission stations scattered over its length 
and breadth ; our sources of information, then, must be chiefly docu­
mentary. But while the records of missionary transactions are most 
ample, yet as they lie spread through the periodical literature of the 
last fifty years, they are far from being available on an occasion like the 
present ; and even were they at band, there are few missionaries that 
have leisure sufficient to wade through their endless pages for the 
information required. Where too, there are so many witnesses, there 
will from various causes be some discrepancy in their statements. One 
especial cause of this will be found to be the want of experience. It is a 
confessed fact, that what was written in the glowing fervour of early 
missionary life, is often regarded very differently, when years of experi­
ence have rolled over the head of the writer. There is a greater amount 
of youthful report in the pages of our missionary periodicals, than 
of the correspondence of the veteran missionaries. To form a correct 
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judgment of those that nre nbout us nnd daily under oul' observation, 
every one finds difficult enough : how much more then is the difficulty in­
creased, when that judgment is to he formed from the materials and under 
the circumstances just mentioned? Impressed with these convictions, 
the writer of this paper has devoted as much time as his daily avocations 
would nllow, to a diligent perusal of all the missionary records at his 
command; and in the statements and opinions which he now offers, he 
has endeavoured to bring the exercise of a careful and candidjudgment. 

In proceeding, first, to ascertain the number of conversions, a great 
• difficulty meets us on the threshold of the investigation, namely, the 
want of regular and clear statistical information. In this particular mis­
sionary documents are often very deficient. For instance, when num­
bers are given, European and East Indian converts are not distinguished 
from Natives; again, the baptisms of infants and adults are classed to­
gether. It is often difficult to determine, from the manner in which state­
ments are made, whether the numbers given are for the preceding year, 
or from the commencement of the mission. Sometimes numbers are not 
reported at all, the word "several" being made to supply their place. 
Under these circumstances in regard to numbers also an approximation 
to the truth only is practicable, and that only after the most careful and 
patient examination, comparison and decision. In endeavouring to 
ascertain the number of persons converted, a criterion of conversion in 
which all are agreed, is of- course found to be absolutely necessary; 
but here too a difficulty meets us. For among missionaries holding 
evangelical sentiments (and to their labours alone is this inquiry directed), 
there would appear to be a considerable difference of opinion on the 
nature of conversion ; at least some are satisfied with a much less 
amount of evidence of a change of heart than others, and consequently 
they administer the ordinance of baptism to adults at an earlier stage 
of christian profession, than _those do who require more evidence; and 
in some cases they ,·eceive persons to baptism whom the others would 
reject. Hence there will be a difference of opinion as to the propriety of 
making adult baptism a criterion of conversion. There remains then 
but one other tangible criterion by which conversions can be enumerated 
for such a report as this, namely, the communion of the Lord's Supper. 
In adopting this, I suppose, there would be a more general agreement 
than in the matter of baptism ; for some denominations are found, very 
erroneously, as the writer thinks, to require a higher standard of chris­
tian character to qualify for the approach to the table of the Lord, than 
to the baptistery. But here our statistics fail us altogether; for the num­
ber of persons admitted to the communion of the rnpper for the first 
time in any given year is never recorded : the gross number of commu­
nicants is indeed often given ; but to make the calculation which would 
be required, in order to extract tlie exact number of fresh communicants 
for each year, would be impossible, or at least would involve interminable 
labour. We are therefore thrown back again on baptism as the only 

• means we possess for giving the number of conversions. This then we 
adopt, and in doing so, we ham the satisfaction of knowing that we 
have scripture on our side. It will not be disputed that in apostolic 
days all baptizecl persons, who had not apostatized, were regarded RS 
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disciples of Jesus, and C'o1werts to faith in him ; and in respect to one 
denomination of Christians in this country, whose numbers form not a 
small item in the whole amount of c01wersions, it is well known that 
the admission of an individual to baptism among them is the public 
expression of their conviction that he is a genuine convert to Christ, 
and hence they admit him without delay to a participation of all the 
privileges of the church ; and in respect to others, it is hoped ancl be­
lieved that they administer baptism to adults only in cases in which 
they believe the applicants to be sincere in their profession of repent­
ance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Taking then the 
baptism of adults as our data, we now proceed to give the result of our 
im·estigation, as it respects the number of conversions within the sphere 
prescribed. In this inquiry European and East Indian converts have 
not been sought for ; they form however a large item in the results of 
mission labour. The numbers which have been obtained, relate to purely 
native converts only; the documents which have been investigated are 
the Periodical Accounts of the Baptist Mission; the volumes of the Mis­
sionary Register from the year 1816; Cox's history of the -Baptist Mis­
sion; the Missionary Gazetteer; the volumes of the Christian Observer ; 
Buyers' and Weitbrecht's works on Indian missions; several reports of 
the London, General Baptist, and Church Missionary Societies, chiefly 
of a late date. These, it is believed, are the principal sources of statisti­
cal information. To secure accuracy, they have been gone over two or 
three times, and the numbers carefully extracted. The plan pursued 
has been to examine the number of baptisms reported at each and all 
of the mission stations for every year, from the commencement, in the 
year 1800, to the present time; for it is worthy of remark that with the 
first year of the present century the :firstfruits of modern missions, in 
the person of Krishna Pal, was presented to the Lord at Serampore. 

Exclusive then of the conYerts at Krishnagar, * the result of the 
writer's inquiry gives 2796 persons, who from the heathen and Muham­
madan population have, at adult age, avowed themselves in baptism the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. To this number there remain to be added 
some belonging to the Serampore Mission, and those who having re­
ceived, as it is said, baptism in their infancy and childhood, have 
since, on giYing evidence of conversion, been received into the commu­
nion of different churches. How many of the latter, it is impossible to 
say, but they amount probably to two or three hundred ; and the Seram­
pore converts not ascertained, in consequence of their not generally 
having been distinguished after the year 1814 from Europeans and East 
Indians, may amount to as many more. 

* The converts at Krishnagar, the fruits of the Church Mission in that district, 
may be regarded as a distinct object by itself. The baptisms have been, it is 
believed, upwards of 2000, equalling full two-thirds of the aggregate number 
giren above. The circumstances, however, under wl,ich baptism was administered to 
large numbers at the first, the subsequent history of the mission, the recorded 
opinions of the converts by the missionaries themselves, together with the fac~ that 
at the close of 1845 the communicants were fewer than 300, induced the w1'1ter's 
conviction that it would be improper to place these 2000 baptisms on a level in 
point of character with those of the other evangelical stations through the country. 
1:low many baptisms of these 2000 should be carried to the general result, the writer 
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This result is probably less than the general impression abroad re­
specting the number of conversions in Bengal ; other estimates having 
it is believed been made upon very rough calculation; and where much 
is left to conjecture, there is, especially on such a subject, danger of 
leaning to the side of excess. Be that as it may, the writer ventures 
to affirm that the number now announced may be received as the nearest 
approach to the truth which has yet been made. 

Feeling it would be interesting to know something of the rate of 
progress of conversion during the last 50 years, the writer divided the 
term into 5 periods of ten years each, beginning with the year 1793, 
the time when Dr. Carey and Mr. Thomas landed in India, and the 
result is as follows :-In the first period the conversions, or baptisms of 
adults, announced are 27 ; in the 2d period, 16 l ; in the 3d period, 
403; in the 4th period, 675; in the 5th period, 1045; and in the last 
two years the baptisms have been 485. 

These numbers are independent, of course, of the omissions already 
adverted to, which are al;>out 700, and they are the parts of the sum total 
before given, 2796. Whatever may be thought of the aggregate number 
itself, the steady increasing progress thus evinced is certainly en­
couraging. 

In analyzing this numerical result of missionary labour, we find 
that almost all classes of native society have furnished members to the 
church of Christ in this land, and that in fair proportion. A list of 50 
brahmans at least may be made out, and further research will probably 
augment the number. People of the writer caste, or Kayasts, are still 
more ~umerous. Among the early converts of the Serampore Mission 
natives of what is termed good castes were to be found in rather a large 
proportion. In the upper provinces, especially at the Church Mission 
stations, during the early part of their history, a good sprinkling of 
Muhammadans appear; the same may also be said of the first converts 
in Jessore. The native army too has furnished its quota both of men 
and women. Poor wandering jogis and weary pilgrims appear in the 
missionary accounts among those who have sat down to rest beneath the 
tree of life. In later times poor agriculturalists and fishermen have 
largely contributed to swell the christian ranks, and more lately still 
many a youth from the mission schools has become a disciple of the 
great Teacher of salvation. The converts too, as in the clays of the 
apostles, belong to every country under these oriental heavens. Per­
sians, Afghans, Seiks, Hindustfois, Bengalis, Assamese, Mugs, Hill 
people, a1;1d Oriyas, have entered into the kingdom of God, and become 
one in Christ Jesus. Bengal proper, however, has yielded the largest 
proportion of these accessions. Among them, however, of persons of 

is unable with any satisfaction to determine. That there is among them a consider­
able number of people who nre to be regarded ns sincere Christians, there cannot be 
n doubt, " number equalling that of the communicants at least ; but the body, as a 
whole, should, it is conceived, be regarded rnther as nu encouraging field of labour 
in which a harvest is yet to be reaped, than as presenting the mntnre fruit of spiri­
tual conversion, over which the labourer can with conthlence , ejoice. Frnm the 
labours of the excellent men now in chnrge of the stations tl1e best hopes are to be 
cherished for the future. 
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worldly note in respect to connexions, acquirements, or circumstances, 
there are but few, wry few. "Not mnny wise after the flesh, not many 
mightv, not man, noble haYc been called." The tnunt of our enemies 
is ~10~, as in fo'rmer dnys, Have any of the rulers believed on him? 
Perhaps there are not thirty indh-iduals to be found among the converts 
from the beginning, who if they had remained in their former connec­
tions, would hn,e inherited, or by personnl exertions attnined to, wealth 
and distinction. Omitting the young men from the schools in Calcutta, 
several of whom nre respectably connected, but to what degree the 
writer is not particularly informed, the principal nnmes that we meet 
with in the se"reral missions, are Abdool Masseeh, Mirza Bagor, Rama 
Chundra, the son of the M:arhatta Killadar of Cuttack, Nriput Singh, 
Bingham Miser, the Chunar Zemindar, Christian Wyloh, Kesav Gir, the 
adopted son of a wealthy GosaiTI, Sujaat Ali, a Bnnker of Benares, 
a l\lug Zemindar at Chittagong, and Bhagaban Singh of Serampore, who 
is said to be related to some of the Seik Sirdars. The h~uth is, aud it 
is not an unpleasing one, the gospel has appeared most lovely and ac­
ceptable, not to them who were at ease iu worldly honours and riches, 
but to them who whether of high caste or low, respectably connected or 
otherwise, had but little of this world's goods, and were often heavy laden 
with cares, weary and longing for deliverance. We make not the as­
sertion to apply universally, as it can scarcely do in the case of the 
con,erted youth from our schools, who are hardly of an age to have 
experienced much of the ills of life, or to have many cares about the fu­
ture : yet doubtless it is true of the large majority of the converts to 
whom the ii;ospel appeared as a balm for all their cares, and a supply 
for all their wants. 

Present indications however lead to the conclusion that a decided 
change will soon take place in this respect ; converts of better circum­
stances in life are beginning to be more frequent than formerly, and 
there is little doubt that with the rapidly increasing numbers of the 
christian population the proportion of such converts will every year 
become much larger, and the difficulties which missionaries have hitherto 
had to contend with from the indigence of their flocks, be ere long sen-
sibly diminished. • • 

The stations at which the 2796 baptisms have taken place, are about 
60 in number, extending from Ludiana, in the extreme confines of In­
dia., to Berhampur, on the borders of the Madras territory, and from 
Nowgong in Assam, on the extreme east, to the borders of Behar. The 
largest number of baptisms have been at the following places :-Calcutta, 
Serampore, Jessore, Dinagepore, Chittagong, Cuttack, Chunar, the 
south stations of Lakhyantipur and Rammakal Chok, Burclwan, 
Goruckpore, and Agra, the superior position in the list denoting 
superiority in number to those below. In Calcutta the baptisms exceed 
700 ; this however includes some of the adjacent village stations. The 
most unprofitable places are Digah, Dacca, and Chinsurah, at each of 
which missionaries have laboured almost from the first with scarcely 
a single native convert for their reward. 

Very considerable changes have during the lapse of years taken place 
at some of the stations, particularly Dinajpnr, Chittagong, and I be-
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lieve Chunor olso. Here, where formerly converts were very numerous, 
scarcely any thing remains ; instead of the desert becoming as the gar­
den of the Lord, the garden of the Lord also has become almost a 
desert again. At Chittagong, however, of late there has been a re-action, 
but among a different class of people. The converts were at first Mugs, 
they are now from the Hindus chiefly. 

But it is time now to turn to another part of this subject, and one of 
more importance than the number of the converts or their temporal 
circumstances. What is their spiritual character? is a question upon the 
just answer to which depends the real success of mission labour, for as 
that is realized, the labourers look back with satisfaction, and forward 
with hope and confidence. The subject, however, is beset with great 
difficulties, and it is approached with diffidence. How easy is it in such 
a case to ascribe to God what is not his, and on the other hand to deny 
his work where it really exists ! In no country do opinions differ more 
on the character of converts than in this, and in no country probably 
are mistakes so frequent. We have adverted to one cause before, namely, 
the glow of inexperienced youthfulness, which is strongly favourable ; 
and then again sudden disappointment attended with misunderstanding, 
inducing opinions equally dark and unfavourable. \Ve give an instance 
of the former, the value of which most present will he able to judge. 
Professor Malan, who had been in the country two or three years, and 
who probably hardly understood a sentence of the language when he 
wrote the following, says,-" My heart was happy;. I felt delightfully 
surprised at Barripore and Tallygunge.-1 was thankful to God that I 
was privileged to witness such numbers of devout, sincere and tried chris• 
tians, so simple, so ignorant of the world, and yet as far as man can judge 
so truly under the influence of the Holy Ghost." M. R. 1841, p. 156. 
But opinions to the disadvantage of the converts are perhaps yet more 
rife than those in their favour, for although these do not appear so much 
in print, people being chary of committing such to paper, it cannot be 
denied that feelings adverse to them are widely diffused abroad, and the 
pulpit has contributed much to this state of things, whether wisely or 
not, I will not attempt to determine. But these adverse feelings and 
opinions are often as unjust and valueless ns the former, and therefore 
are to be received with the greatest care. The gulf which diTides 
native society from Europeans in their modes of thinking, their social 
habits, and the influences by which they are actuated is so wide--the 
knowledge also of the native language with missionaries is often so im­
perfect, and mutuul intercourse so superficial, that judgment upon their 
actions tnust be exceedingly liable to mistake. Under these circum­
stances therefore our task is sufficiently difficult. We have need to 
ponder the path of our feet, and to pray that discretion o.nd integrity 
may preserve us, and understanding keep us. 

Scattered as the native churches are over so wide a continent, and in 
fact called out of various nations, there must be Yarious modificutions of 
character, arising from local and social circumstances; and these will be 
fuxther modified by the o.dvantnges or disadvantages of a religious na­
ture which have attended them, either from the charucter of their 
instructors and the time that has been spent upon them, or from pro-
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Yidential vicissitudes which may haYe occnrred ; but with these parti­
culars we of course, in so limited a paper, cau have little to do. To enter 
upon them were to write the character of the people at each station ; 
all that we shall attempt is a delineation of the general features of 
native christianity. 

In looking at this subject, it seems desirable to keep in view the dis­
tinction between the essential,-; of religion, and the incidentals of it,­
the root and stem, and an abundance of flowers and fruit. The former 
must be, the latter may be. When the latter appear, the gardener will 
rejoice; but when it is otherwise, he will not deny the tree to be a tree. 
:Now let us then enquire first for the essentials of religion in the gener­
ality of the baptized converts of ernngelical missionaries. The essen­
tials of religion, as given by the inspired penman, are Faith, Hope, and 
Charitv. He that has these holv elements in his character must be a 
christian ; he that wants them is i10t. In respect to the objects of faith 
and its sa,iug effects the great Author of our salvation hath said-" This 
is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou has sent." The knowledge here spoken of doubtless includes faith. 
Now it is desirable to observe that idolaters, and even Muhammadans, 
not only ha,e not this divine knowledge, but they do not seem even to 
approach it or to be capable of approaching it. The effect of idolatry 
appears to be not only to exclude the idea of a supreme being, the 
maker and moral governor of the universe, from the mind, but also to 
render it incapable _of realizing-of entertaining it. Gross darkness covers 
the hearts of idolaters. They are indeed without God in the world. 
God is not in all their thoughts. While they are thus far from the 
truth, they have in their imaginations invented a multitude of despica­
ble nsible objects with supernatural powers, and so become the prey of 
a thousand fears. Now to estimate aright the change which has taken 
place in the minds of our christian converts, we must bear in mind that 
what has now been described was their former condition ; but both 
obserrntion and testimony justify the declaration that this state of 
things has passed mrny. They are now light in the Lord, for the ac­
knowledgment of faith in the Lord Jesus may be seen to have been fol­
lowed with effectual and in many cases an.instantaneous deliverance from 
the confusing and benumbing influence, the awful darkness of idolatry. 
The scales then fell from their eyes-light entered into their souls, and 
they were made to realize the great truth that " God is," and it is no 
hyperbole to say that wonderful were the effects that followed; instantly 
the gods whom they had worshipped, vanished from their sight _and 
from their affections. Their forms at once resolved themselves mto 
their original elements of earth and stone and metal, and ceased to 
have any power to excite, as formerly, their fear. Were they in the 
temple ? adoration was no more yielded. Were they in the house ? they 
were without ceremony dislodged, often broken to pieces, and cast to 
the moles and to the bats. With disregard of idols vanished at the 
same time that veneration and fear of the idol priesthood, the brah­
mans who are so universal and enslaving in the land. High as the 
pinnacle of honour and of power to which they have exalted them­
selves, their pretensions fell with the idols ; for the christian convert 
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snw then, that they were but mere mortal, feeble,, sinful men. Nay more, 
they sank in his estimation below the common standing of mankind­
they were seen to be oppressors, nnd deceivers, and so they continue to 
be rega1·ded. We may add also that not only will the converts be found 
to be delivered from the thraldom of the popular idols and the brah­
mans, but from the idea itself of a plurality of saviours and of means 
of salvation. This remark we deem important, because the idea of a 
plurality of saviours, &c. is one that is inwrought into the mind of the 
Hindu from his very infancy : it is daily set before him, in whatever 
form Hinduism is presented. He cannot think of salvation without 
thinking of many to be applied to, of many means to be resorted to ; 
any single one to him is insufficient. Now so clearly is the unity of God 
presented to the convert's mind, so firmly does he take hold of this so 
opposite a truth, that not an instance occurs to the writer of any at­
tempt to incorporate this element of Hinduism with the christian sys­
tem : the few recent cases 9f departure to the Romish church we have yet 
to learn are an exception. No, in forsaking the multitude of idols, the 
converts have hitherto embraced Christ alone. With him they have 
never associated any other saviour, either from their former objects of 
worship, or other beings with whom they have since become acquainted. 
Him they universally regard as God over all, blessed for evermore, and 
consequently as all-sufficient. For proof at hand let their hymns be 
referred to, composed by persons at all the mission stations and at all 
periods of Mission history, and the truth of this will be most appar­
ent. To name the figures which they are fond of using, He is the 
only perfect one, the only friend of sinners, the only true riches, the 
only Pilot over the ocean of this world, He is all and in all. A Hin­
du would associate all the patriarchs, prophets and apostles with 
Christ, in accordance with his, system and feelings; but the christian 
convert worships him only, and is satisfied in so doing. Now these 
remarks on deliverance from the influence of idolatry are not to be 
understood as applying only to the more intelligent and better educated 
of the converts ; they are universally applicable as well to the most 
illiterate and feeblest of them, as to those who have been more highly 
favoured by bii-th or circumstances or education. Among the poor 
christian peasantry of this country, it has been the writer's pleasme to 
witness as numerous and as striking proofs of emancipation from idola­
try, as have ever come under his notice from other quarters. ,ve ven­
ture then t<:_> call this the work of God ; for here is divine light evidently 
shed upon the dark besotted souls of poor idolaters, light which sud­
denly and mysteriously begets the idea of God, presents Christ with 
overwhelming evidence as the true and all-sufficient Saviour, and with 
little aid often from human teaching. If this be not faith of the 
operation of God, we know not how to account for these spiritual 
phenomena. We see no examples of the like enlightenment, apart from 
christian professors, notwithstanding the recent pretensions of many. 
We do not believe that natural p1-inciples and causes are equal to the 
effects now described, and we have the highest authority for knowing 
that Satnn neither will nor can cast out Satan. He that is stronger than 
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the de,il is alone able to accomplish this great wol'k. In all this, then, 
we see the opel'ati?n of faith-the faith that is said to please God. 

The next essential element of the christian character is Charity. For 
the Rpostle's purpose this is put last in his enumeration, but comes na­
turally in the second place. Charity we take to signify tl1e whole range 
of chl'istian obedience : " Love is the fulfilling of the law." Baptism, 
then, standing at the commencement of a christian profession, may be 
regarded as the first solemn act of obedience to Christ,-the public 
expression of supreme love to him. In ordinary cases this public per­
sonal act of dedication of one's self to the service of God is regarded as 
satisfactory of the sincerity of the person so baptized, but in respect 
to the baptism of natives in India we beFeve that we cannot say so 
much. Owing to the lamentable degree of deceit and wickedness which 
attaches to native character generally, the fact of baptism loses mueh of 
its value in the estimation of many. We believe, however, unjustly so, and 
that native converts who offer themselves for baptism and after due exami­
nation submit to the ordinance, are eRtitled to an equal degree of confi­
dence, at least with converts from heathenism in any part of the world. 
God is said to set one thing over against another, and so it will be 
found in respect to the subject before us. If Hindus are naturally 
deceitful and not to be trusted, it is also true that in no country is the 
sincerity of their conversion to christianity put to a severer test than it 
is here, and that before baptism takes place. We allude especially, to 
that singular institution, caste, the effect of which, without a question, is 
to raise greater difficulties in the way of a profession of christianity than 
are anywhere to be found. He that surmounts these difficulties, should 
therefore be much more the object of our admiration than of our sus­
picion, as is too frequently the case. For what is caste? It is felt to 
be a Hindu's personal honour, his franchise to mingle with an:d enjoy 
society. It is often regarded as his holiness also and passport to hea­
ven. Without it, nothing will confer dignity on his being, and the loss 
of it, nothing can compensate. It is therefore the JllOSt precious thing 
which he possesses, and many would sooner part with life itself than 
their caste. It pervades all classes, both high and low, and hence 
all are alike concerned in its preservation, and are found guarding it 
with scrupulous care ; even children of .cry tender age are made to 
understand its importance, and carefully to preserve it from defilement. 
Should it happen that by means of education and intercourse with chris­
tian society, a Hindu be so far enlightened as to pe!'ceive that caste has 
in itself no intrinsic excellence, and is not a natural institution, as he has 
been taught to believe, still the conventional benefits which it confers 
are vastly too valuable to allow of his hastily or lightly parting with it; 
for let him only glance at the consequences of such a step, and the pros­
pect will be sufficiently appalling in any case ; but if he relinquish caste 
for the gospel· of Christ, he surrenders for ever relatives and friends ; 
home with all its supplies, safety, and pleasures; property and the means 
of an independent livelihood : and should he happen to be within the 
reach of family comiexions, when his apostacy is made known, a stol'm 
of anger and hatred, revenge and contempt, such as none would wish 
to experience, will assuredly assail him. And with whom is his lot to be 
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cn~t in future ? nnd whence are the means of his support to come ? 
1:J1therto, (and we are looking at the past) at most of the mission sta­
tions the prospect would be, in respect to companions, a few persons only 
g~thered from nil cnstes-and, in respect to support, mainly the good 
will and 11bility of the foreign Missionary, his instructor, whose life and 
co!"'tinuance in the country he could not but know to be very precarious 
thmgs. 

The deterring effect of caste in respect to a profession of the gospel 
can therefore be scarcely overrated. How palpably are we made to feel 
this in our endeavours for the conversion of the Hindu people. We 
labour from day to day, and from year to year, often without inducing 
a single individual to embrnce the Saviour. Sometimes it may be that 
our hopes are raised, by seeing a poor idolater, upon whom we have 
spent months of instruction, considerably affected, and come as it were 
to the verge of the kingdom·of God; when suddenly he awakes to a 
sense of the danger of his position, and as if horror-struck at his temerity 
and folly in thus jeopardizing his caste, makes a hasty retreat, never to 
renew any further connection with us. 

But when at last the happy event occurs, that instruction becomes 
effectual, and the subject of it .determines to give up all for Christ, many 
can testify how great and terrible the struggle in the mind has been be­
tween the power of truth and this satanic spell. How have they looked 
on with trembling for the issue, while pride and fear and natural affection, 
have swayed for the mastery, until the die was cast and the victory won ! 

That there has been some abatement in the opposition which caste 
presents, to the spread of the gospel, of late years in Calcutta and in 
some village districts owing to the increase of converts and other causes, 
must be allowed ; yet it is not of that degree, nor so general, as to affect 
the preceding statements. To the majority of the baptized converts 
the remarks above are strictly applicable, and in respect to the early con­
verts, and the first at new stations, it may be questioned whether they 
do not fail in conveying an adequate idea of the fiery trial they have 
had to endure. 

Under these circumstances, then, the writer feels that instead of the 
doubts to which allusion has been made, we have a strong guarantee of 
the sincerity, nay more, of the love of our converts to Christ, at the time 
of their baptism, and therefore, that they are equally entitled to our con­
fidence and esteem, generally, with any other Christian professors We 
may go further, and say that the fortitude and earnest desire for salvation 
which they then evince, furnish grounds for admiration and thanksgiving 
for the grace of God, so manifestly and abundantly poured upon them. 

A little anecdote of an occurrence, evincing the sincerity of two indi­
viduals iu embracing the gospel, may be appropriately introduced here, 
Two servants of Mr. Smith, B. M. at Benares, a man and n woman, ran 
away with 80 rupees belonging to their master, taking also a new Tes­
tament which the man had been accustomed to read to his wife; but such 
was the effect of the word of God upon their minds, that they could find 
no rest, and at the end of two years they returned, weeping and mourn­
ing and imploring forgiveness for the ungrateful deed. They restored 
the money which they had stolen, and begged to be received to baptism. 

b z 2 
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Mr. S. was ovc1joyed 11t their rctum, 11nd subsequently L11ptized them. 
They afterwards continued to give him great satisfaction, 11nd nt length 
died in the faith of the gospel. 

But he that endmeth to the end, shall be saved. It is not enough to 
begin well: there must be a continuance in well-doing, in order to com­
plete the evidence of con'\""ersion and genuine love to Christ. Hence the 
question returns, What is the character of native Christians subsequent 
to their baptism ? In reference to this important subject, missionaries 
have contented themselves, in their reports, with general statements con­
cerning their people, such as, Their conduct has been on the whole 
worthy of the Christian character ;-their behaviour has been very pleas­
ing, Yery satisfactory, and so on. Sometimes we meet with remarks not 
so commendatory. Striking particulars of actions or incidents, illustrative 
of the Christian life, are rare ; one reason of this may have been, that it 
was not deemed advisable to say much of living characters ; for native 
Christians are doubtless as anxious to see what is said about them as 
other people, and they may not make a better use of it. Particulars of 
the con,·ersion of individuals, and of the deaths of native Christians, are 
more abundant. 

Still, after the extraordinary energy of mind which, we have seen, the 
operation of caste often calls into exercise on e. profession of the Savi­
our, we might expect to find many examples of its continuance in the 
subsequent lives of the converts, but i_n this we shall be disappointed. 
Such development of Christian character as we read ofin the primitive 
disciples, who at first had all things common, and who afterwards by 
their zeal got the appellation of the men who turned the world upside 
down, or in modern times, such as the extraordinary liberality of the 
negroes in Jamaica,-or the rapid progress towards civilization which 
the christianised South Africans evince,-or the active zeal of the Karens, 
or the intrepidity displayed by many of the South Sea converts in 
carrying the gospel to distant isles,-for such characters we shall look in 
vain among Hindu converts. The truth is-and this partly explains the 
silence of missionary records, in reference to striking actions and inci­
dents in the character of converts-that the excited energy to which we 
have referred, soon subsides and settles down into a quiet observance of 
the ordinances ofreligion and Christian precepts. For causes which we 
may hereafter advert to, personal religion here is unobtrusive; more like 
the lowly shrub than the tall wild forest tree,-it more resembles an exotic 
than a plant indigenous to the soil. There is nothing in it to attract 
extraordinary attention on the spot, nothing to command the gaze of 
the distant Christian world. There is, on the contrary, among the con­
verts generally, a deficiency of emotion, a distrust of themselves with 
regard to enterprise, a shrinking at difficulties, little or no ambition to 
imitate foreign customs, and perhaps little expectation of any immedi­
ate or considerable enlargement of their numbers. Hence we read of 
little that has been undertaken by themselves ; and it is a remarkable 
thing that they have seldom or never erected a place for the worship 
of God, of how humble soever, a character. The only instance which the 
writer has found mentioned, is a small place built at Serampore by 
Krishna Pal, the first convert, for the purpose of preaching therein to his 
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countrymen. Nor cloes it appear thnt they have hitherto contributecl to 
the support of the gospel, except in a very feeble and partial manner. 

Under these circumstances our converts suffer in the estimation of 
some, when contrasted with what we read of recent converts in distant 
lands, perhaps justly so, but not certainly. We should ever hear in 
mind that we only hear chiefly of the virtnes of others, and not of their 
failings. Diel we know all, perhaps the difference would not appear so 
great ; and besides some of the things most attractive in the converts of 
Africa and of the South Seas, belong rather to civilization than to reli­
gion; so that while pleasing, are not saving qualities, and in the absence 
of religion will afford little satisfaction. We mean not to depreciate, but 
we must guard against injustice from unequal comparison. As in India, 
many things in those lands are not real religion, but only preparatory to 
its progress. They are some of the incidentals to religion, and not its 
essentials. 

Among the proofs, then, which the lives of native Christians afford of 
sincere love and obedience to Christ, is the fact that apostacy to idolatry 
or Muhammadanism has been extremely rare among them. The great 
body of the baptized converts have undoubtedly maintained the pro­
fession of Christianity steadfastly to the end of life. Whatever defi­
ciencies there have been in regard to the other commandments of the 
moral law, there have been few of an external nature respecting the first 
and second : the same decided abandonment of idolatry which we have 
described, as attendant on their first profession of Christianity, has been 
evinced through life ; nay more, their conviction of its falsehood and 
worthlessness, and repugnance to it, have doubtless, in many cases, 
strengthened greatly with their increased acquaintance with the word of 
God. The contemptuous manner in which native christians speak of 
idols and the absurd rites connected with their worship, must be known 
to all who are acquainted with them ; nor can their studied carefulness 
to withhold the pranam, or idolatrous salutation, from the brihmans be 
less notorious. In few houses, it is believed, would the Puthis,-the ido­
latrous legends, be found, those vile books of which they were once so 
fond : if, like the Ephesians, they l1ave not burnt them, they have dis­
carded them and put them away ; and substituted for them the true 
sayings of God, the scriptures, which are to many of them the joy and 
rejoicing of their heart. Unlike the Musalmans, who profess great 
contempt for idols, and yet make a holiday of every Hindu festival, 
the native converts will not be found so contradictory in their profes­
sion. Now, in this decided and permanent abandonment of idolatry we 
have evidence, that they are generally under the influence of divine 
knowledge-and that it is exercising no small degree of influence upon 
them. It is indeed no easy thing to a native to withstand the attractive 
influence of idol festivals. With the exception of Christian professors, 
they draw all the nation after them, and when we remember that idola­
try is the sin of sins, the sin for which above all others, God in his 
righteous judgment left the heathen world to perish, we can hardly over­
estimate the importance of deliverance from it. 

In respect to the service of God, it may- be obseved that the native 
converts will be found to have fallen in very readily and heartily 
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with the public ordinances of di\'ine worship ; the Sabbath-day is 
almost universally observed, by a cessation from secular employ­
ment and attendance on the house of God. They are pnrticulurly careful 
not to neglect the administration of the Lord's supper, and in this are n 
pnttern to many who ha\'e enjoyed greater spiritnnl ad\'antuges. Of 
private devotional duties, it is impossible to speak of the great body of the 
people, but the writer can testify in respect to those with whom he has 
had chiefly to do, that there is good reason to hope that they are gener­
ally attended to. In regard to family worship, he thinks it is not so 
general. Hindu customs, and the inability to read, in many cases have 
doubtless operated against it. Scriptural knowledge there is reason to 
think_ has. spread_ among the converts in a very encouraging degree, 
especially m relation to the great essential doctrines of our faith. The 
scriptures are recognised as the only fountain of religious truth, and 
are carefully read and studied by most who have ability to read. Con­
versation on their divine truths is a common practice, by which means 
those who cannot read obtain information. Some years since a number 
of village Christians, on coming to visit the writer, were shewn some 
large scripture prints which he had just received from Europe, and to 
his delight and surprise he found that the subjects of them were at once 
recognised by most of the party, none of whom knew a word of English, 
and most of whom could not read Bengali. These persons had enjoyed 
very little instruction beside what their native minister had given them, 
The singing of hymns also is very common among country christians, 
and it is no doubt a very instructive as well as pleasing employment. 
Now, that the converts engage in these various spiritual exercises with 
sincerity and seriousness, we have no special reason to doubt : they do 
not generally, perhaps, manifest an equal degree of emotion with,the 
christians of some other countries ; yet we may hope that an equal pro­
portion of them will be f01md to have been acceptable worshippers of 
God in spirit and in truth. 

Respecting obedience to the precepts of the gospel we can speak only 
generally. The reports of the members in communion from year to 
year at the several mission stations would indicate that the conduct of 
a large number was of a satisfactory nature, for the fact of admission 
to the Lord's supper must be taken as evidence to that effect. It is not 
to be thought, without evidence to the .contrary, that the pastors of evan­
gelical churches would tolerate conduct at variance with the gospel. It is 
however proper to acknowledge that less satisfaction is felt by many in 
respect to the general conduct of native christians than on other points. 
That there have been many and grievous departures from the puth of 
rectitude cannot be denied, and probably the history of most mission 
stations can furnish melancholy instances in proof. It would appear 
also that in general there are not among them tho~e just perceptions or 
deep impressions of the spirituality of the law of God, and t~e _extent 
of its requirements, which ~e could wish them to -have ; o°: this 1mp?r­
tant subject they have certainly much to le_arn and to experience. St)ll, 
after these deductions have been made, 1t may yet be asserted with 
truth, that the character of the lives of these disciples is at a wide re­
move from that of their heathen neighbours, particularly when people 
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of the same station in life are contrasted together ; as for instance the 
illiterate with the illiterate, and the instructed with the instructed. 
When the converts are compared with the stature of a perfect man in 
Christ Jesus, they are diminutive indeed, but when they stand side by 
side with idolaters, they have immeasurably the advantage. Probably 
it will be fonnd that the degree of their obedience is proportionate to 
the amount of their knowledge, and even transcends it ; for it must be 
borne in mind that it is not the bare knowledge of christian precepts 
which secures obedience, but in connection therewith the knowledge of 
those many ancl weighty sanctions, by which those precepts are illustrat­
ed and supported in the word of God. Hence high moral attainments 
can be expected, generally, only where there is an enlarged acquaintance 
with the scriptures, and it will without doubt be found that those disci­
ples who have been best instructed, are the mo~t correct in their lives. 
Whatever amount of instruction the most privileged of native chris­
tians have received, it falls short doubtless in its various forms, of what 
the least privileged pious European has enjoyed. 

Falsehood, dishonesty, uncleanness, and want of pity for suffering 
humanity, are the great defects in the character of the heathen popr.la­
tion, and they are extreme. If then, there had been no improvement 
in these things among our native converts, our labours were indeed in 
vain ; but surely the gross instances of these immoralities are not to be 
charged on them as a body. Let the magistrates' courts testify, and 
they will witness that native christians are not the people whom they 
sentence to imprisonment or the roads or transportation ; if they appear 
there at all, it is to seek redress, and not to be punished for crime. 
Dacoits and thieves, gamblers and breakers of the peace, the inventors 
of false suits in law, givers of bribes, and false swearers are not to be 
found among our church members, nor nominal christians either, who 
attend an evangelical ministry ; for such characters as these you must 
go to the heathen. In respect to honesty, the writer-who has had 
almost daily intercourse with native christians for many years-has 
committed thousands of rupees to the leaders among them, for expen­
diture in various ways, has had them in his house as servants for a 
long period, has travelled with them in mission journies scores of times, 
can testify that he does not remember more than two or th:i;ee indivi­
duals whose characters have suffered in his estimation by dishonest 
dealings, and those were cases in the early period of his missionary life. 

As it regards their interest in one another, there is much that is highly 
pleasing, and doubtless the effect of the gospel which they have em­
braced. Hospitality among themselves is universally practised : hence 
persons visiting distant places are almost certain of entertainment at 
some house or other. It is only necessary for a stranger to confess that 
he is n christian, and he finds a ready welcome Sometimes they act ,vith 
too much confidence on such occasions. In times of sickness they visit 
and prny with each other, nnd when death comes, they are ready, free 
of charge, to lend their services for the interment. In the worst of times 
none among them have been known to perish of neglect, and when they 
have not been able to relieve cases of destitution themselves, they have 
not foiled to seek relief where they knew it was to be had. Some few 
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months ogo intelligence was sent from one of the Calcutta Hospitnls to 
some native christians, that a christian man had died there, and direc­
tions were requested about the disposal of the body. One of them, a 
stranger to the deceased, came with much anxiety to the writer, saying, 
we mnst endeavour to bury the corpse, otherwise he said it would be 
a great disgrace to our community. His actions were in unison with his 
feelings; he cheerfully took all the trouble, which was not a little, of in­
terring the deceased. Surely then, notwithstanding all their deficiencies, 
"'e may hope concerning them that they are, in the main, obedient to 
the faith, having received the truth in the love of it. 

But it remains for us to inquire after another essential element of 
the christian charact~T, 1~amely, the exercise of a lively hope. This 
complete_s the ar,ostohc trio of grace~ . The heathen know nothing of 
hope as 1t respects another world ; 1t 1s scarcely an element in their 
character at all. The eternal future is to them all obscurity, uncer­
tainty, and dread. With the Christian it is otherwise. He is begotten 
again to a lively. a glorious hope, the hope of salvation. Nor shall we 
look in vain for the exercise of this important grace among our native 
christians ; much in their lives, and many of their recorded dying ex­
periences not only prove that it exists, but that it also flourishes among 
them. Nothing improves the countenance of a man so much as hope. 
Is it too much to say that, in respect to aspect, our christian people have 
much ·the advantage of their heathen neighbours? There is certainly 
an air of simplicity, meekness, cheerfulness, security and independence 
about them, especially when they are seen assembled together on the 
Sabbath in the house of God, which we may look in vain for among an 
assembly of heathens. Their countenances are then lit up with chris­
tian hope, and they carry this aspect with them into the walks of life, 
so that many persons, on first meeting with them, have been so much 
struck, as to recognise them at once and exclaim, These are christians. 
Now this can scarcely be ascribed to improvement in their temporal 
circumstances, for in general that has eeen but small ; it is altogether the 
effect of the solid conviction which exists among them, of the excel­
lency of that hope which the gospel bas· brought them. It is worthy 
of especial notice, that regret for what they have relinquished for the 
gospel, has scarcely ever been exhibited. Neither the loss of caste, nor 
the sacrifices entailed thereby, ever seem to be matter of sorrow or com­
plaint: certainly no sense of degradation, whatever their caste might 
have been, appears to be felt by any. On the contrary, a strong con­
viction of superiority to the heathen is universally apparent. Content~d­
ness with present circumstances may not always mark them ; the desire 
is, however, not to retrograde to what they once were, but to progress in 
the path which they have chosen. We do not mean to say that it is 
the hope of heaven alone, which produces the state of mind now 
described : it is rather that aggregate blessedness, both in time and 
eternity, which the gospel promises, which has taken hold of their minds 
and supports them in their christianised state. In connection with 
these remarks, let it be remembered how much they have still to suffer 
from their countrymen. They are most cordially hated by the brahmans 
and the upper classes of the Hindus, and feared by the people generally, 
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as those who are intent upon destroying idolatry and caste. The most 
opprobrious language is universally current, when speaking of them; and 
when unprotected, they are sure to be assailed with it: still they bear it 
with suhmission and lay it little to heart. How eminently is this the 
case in those of the native converts who have been called to preach the 
gospel to their countrymen ! In them the patience of hope is daily 
exemplified. Fully sensible how christianity is hated of their country­
men,-how much they are despised who forsake the reli!!;ion of their 
ancestors,-how much the sincerity of christian converts is called in 
question; still unmoved, undaur,ted, they steadily prosecute their work, 
taking their stand in the chapels, in the bazars, by the sides of the 
highways, and fearlessly denonncing idolatry, proclaim Jesus as the 
only Saviour. When alone, unaccompanied by Europeans, how much con­
tumely is poured upon them by their hearers, is well known, not to 
mention occasional acts of violence : and yet how few ha'l"e ever been 
known to relinquish their work! Without complaint, without weariness, 
nay, with evident relish and delight they have continued in it till they 
were called into their Lord's presence above. 

But we pass on to give some examples of the dying testimonies 
which native Christians have left behind in respect to the immortal 
hopes which the gospel inspires,-testimonies that have been uttered 
under circumstances which preclude suspicion,-without faltering lips, 
-under strong emotions-in the evident fulness of the soul, and which 
have diffused the purest joy in many a missionary's heart. 

Of Krishna Pal and A'.nanda, another brahman, it is said. "Thus the 
first and the last of native converts finished their course nearly to­
gether. Both died in full hope of eternal life." Thus did Krishna Pal 
maintain to the end the devotion to Christ expressed in his well known 
beautiful hymn, beginning-

C'ij' ~~ '5!19f-l' ~'1 1rt'111 9f'Tf 9f ~'!qr, 
two verses of which we cannot refrain from giving :-

0 thou my soul forget no more 
The man who all thy misery bore; 
Let every idol be forgot 
llut, 0 my soul, forget him not. 

Ah no, till life itself depart, 
His name shall cheer and warm my beart 
And lisping this from earth I'll rise 
And join the chorus in the sk.ies. 

Abdool Messech, whose life and labours are well known, composed 
the following lines a short time before his death, and joined with fervour 
in singing them on the day of his departure :-

VOL, VII, 

Beloved Saviour, let not me 
In thy kind heart forg·otten be ; 
Of llll that <leeks the field or bower 
Thou llrt the sweetest, fairest flower. 

Youth's morn has fled, old age comes on, 
Hut sin distracts my heart alone. 
Beloved Saviour, let not me 
In thy kind heurl forgotten Le. 

6 A 
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Some of his Inst words WC're, that he f<'lt perfectlv resigned, thnt 
'.lent!~ hnd no ti.•nrs for him, for that onr Sin·iour had d<.'prfrecl death of 
its stmg 

Brindiiban, at first n hairag, and afterwards a devoted minister of 
the gospel, is said to have suffered much during the last few weeks of 
his life, hnt 'l"l"as always happy, longing to depart and to be with Christ. 
"-hen asked, the day before he died, if he would tnkc nny thing, he 
said, no, and puttin~ his hand on a part of the scriptures which lny 
near him said, "This is my meat, drink, and medicine." This good 
man had said on first presenting himself to the Missionary, "I hnve 
a flower which 1 'l';sh to give to some one who is worthy of it; I have 
for many years travelled ahout the country to find such a person, hnt 
in vain, but to-day I hne found one that is, and he shall ha,,e it. 
Jesu~ Christ i~ worthy of my flower. He is worthy of my heart." 

Hmgham M1sser was a brahman of Monghyr, and the. testimonv to 
the excellency of his christian life is most decided. In his last illness he 
was during the whole time patient and cheerful. Just before he died, 
he called his wife to him, and gave her directions about his son, and 
exhorted her to trust in God, and then folding his bands began to pray; 
while so engaged, his spirit took its flight nnd he fell asleep in Jesus 
without a sigh or a struggle. This belie,·er had made many hymns, 
and translated the book of Genesis into Hindi, all which were found 
only after his death. 

The account of the dying experience of a youth named Madhu, at 
Burd wan, is another case in point. " His minister said to him, Y 011 

appear to be dying, should you like tu go to Jesus? 0, sir, he replied, 
whom else have I now but Jesus? what earthly friend is of any avail to 
me? To some other questions he added, Whom have I but Jesus? Then 
joining his hands in supplication, and closing his languid eyes, he said, 
0 yes, Jesus, dear Jesus, thou art my Saviour; come, 0 come quickly 
and save me. Send thy holy angels and take me to thee." 

I will oulv add two other case'I which came under the writer's ob­
servation. The first was that of a poor aged woman at Lakhyantipur. 
She had beeu ill a long time, and was in a state of great destitution. 
Seeing her in this state, I said, You seem very wretched. Yes, I am, 
but it will soon be over. I am going to my Saviour where I shall he 
happy for ever. Do you then put your trust in Christ? 0 yes, he is 
my Sa,•iour, and I shall soon be with him. In her previous life, she 
had been a constant attendant on the house of God in all weathers, and 
had not attended in vain. In the absence of all earthly comforts she 
may truly be said to have been " saved by hope." 

A poor man at Khari, named l\I uchiram Singh, who died recently at 
the advanced age of 85 years, commanded during the 15 years of his 
christian profession the respect and love of all. He was remarkable 
for the fervour with which he always spoke of the Saviour. When asked 
if he loved Christ, he would always put his hands together and lift them 
up and his eyes to heaven, and with tears in his eyes would say, Not 
love him who gave his life to save sinners ? 0 yes, I love him, and trust 
in him with all my heart. For three or four years before his death, he 
was lilintl, and spent much of his time iu prayer. Very pleasing accounts 
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of children dying in the foith anrl hope of the gospel might be adclecl, 
but we foJ'bcnr, spncc forl,ids. 

Thus we hnve shown, it is hoped, that the essentials of per­
sonnl religion do attach vpry generally to the baptized native cu!1-
verts. Our plan has precluded the notice of individuals, except in 
11 very partial manner, as for instance, the dying experience of those 
just mentioned, but it may be expectrrl, as it is indeed true i,1 fact, 
that there have been and still are among them a go· d number of 
persons whose spiritual attainments have far exceeded the rest, who in 
consequence conld not be made the standar,I of the whole. These 
however must not be passed by in silence; they deserve spi>cial men­
tion, that the weight of their characters may be added to the general 
accotfnt. In the early period of mission effort we find the following 
names of persons who~e lives appear to have afforded especial satisfac­
tion :-Pitambar Singh, Pitii.mbar Mittra, Krishnaprasii.d, Phatikchanrl, 
Sebakrii.m, Sita.ram, and those already mentioned, Abdool Masseeh, 
Brinda.ban, and Bingham Misser. In later periods we have equally 
honourable mention of Sujaatali, Gangadhar, Ganganarii.yan Sil, Rii.­
dhii.nath, Kailii.schandra Mukarji, Mahendra Lal Basii.k, and several 
others living around. us who have no need to be particularized. All 
these, drawn from different classes of native societv, have rendered 
themselves,-or rather the grace of God bestowed oii them rendered 
them, by their holy and consistent conduct, ornaments of the Chris­
tian church and occasions of joy and thauksgiTing to their friends. 
They have made full proof of their attachment to the gospel of Christ. 
But it is unnecessary to enlarge ; the characters of those of them who 
are deceased, have been recorded elsewhere, and must be well known, 
as are others who are still living. 

We may not however close our re,·iew of the character of natiTe 
christians, without adverting to the depressing circumstances in which, 
they have been for the most part placed. Great as are the hindrances 
to a first profession of the gospel in this country, the.v are not greater, 
we think, than the retarding circumstances with which converts have 
to contend in their subsequent christian course. Among these the 
chiefest, is their very dependent condition. Owing to the operation 
of caste, it is well known that those who have come out from 
heathe11ism singly, have not only not brought property with them, 
but the means of obtaining an indepenclent !i-,elihood haTe from that 
period been generally shut on every hand against them ; hence to a 
very great extent they have been thrown upon the resources of mission­
aries, and iu such cases necessarily a bare subsiste11ce only was providecl 
for them. To acquire propel'ty has been generally out of their powt't'. 
Now, t!ie liberality of converts in other lauds has often occasioned the 
converts of this couatl'y to be thought of disadvantageously. Of this 
feature of christianity they have indeed lint little to shew; but when it 
is remembered that they have had nothing of silver or gold to give, the 
proof fails that they are wanting in benevolence, or rather lilier1:tlity. 
Many can say, however, 1111 that I had I gave away for Christ and sal­
vation, when I left my caste, my home, a11d my nation. This sacl'ifice 
of theirs will indeed bl'ar well to he contrasted with any do11atious in 
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gold or sih•er, however large. Here is then, another of the incidental, 
in religion, for the absence of which due al\ownnce must be made. To 
expect them to give much is like expecting a child to give for some pur­
pose of its parents, from whom it receives all the little money it hns at 
comm1md. 

"-ith respect to converts in agriculturnl districts, who retain their 
former possessions and employments, the case is in r<'ality, in regnrd to 
means of contributing for religions purposes, very little better than the 
former. How 1<reatly they are oppressed by their landlords, &c. How 
miserahl: poor they generally are, and how unprofitable au employment 
farmin!< is to those who have not capital of their own. nre matters thnt 
need no description. The fact is, that almost all are in debt, and in their 
trying circumstancl's, generally, it needs the influence of motives more 
than usually strong to induce them to part with money-especially to 
persons and for objects, which appear in their estimation most abundantly 
pronded for_ Added to this, the exactions to which they have been 
subjected all their lives, have doubtless begot a disposition to hold what 
ready money thl'y possess, with a tight and careful hand. Can it be 
wondered at, then, that our country christian brethren have done as yet 
little towards the expenses of supporting the public worship of God, to 
say nothing of contributing to send it abroad to their neighbours?, We 
must give them a little more time to feel the obligations of their 
position, and act with caution, that we do not counteract our instructions, 
by imprudent distribution of money among them, as was formerly 
perhaps in some cases done. 

But this pecuniary dependence of converts OD their instructors, to­
gether with the vast disparity which exists in the social position of the 
parties, is without a question injurious to both missionary and convert; 
in the latter it can scarcely fail to beget obsequiousness, indolence, dis­
engenuousness, sometimes insincerity and discontent; on the other hand, 
it causes mistrust, harshness, peenshness, jealousy of respect, and too 
much familiarity with their secular concerns : hence it is that mission­
aries and converts so often break with one another, and other evils 
ensue_ Whether these retarding circumstances are balanced by the 
advantage of more frequent intercourse, it is difficult to decide,· but 
it is thought not. Certainly that want of enterprise which is attribut­
able to native christians, arises in a great measure from this dependent 
condition. Without money, without authority, and situated so far 
beneath the social condition of European missionaries,. what can they 
undertake ? Who among them could be expected to have the courage to 
move in any important object? But this state of things, how much 
soever to be lamented, bas necessarily arisen. It could not generally be 
prevented ;-when a precious soul has taken refuge with us from 
heathenism, be could not be rejected; he must be entertained and sup­
ported, till he could support himself, and anxiety to pMvide independent 
support for converts, bas led some good men to subtract a portion of 
their time and strength from their evangelistic labour.s for that purpose, 
manifestly to the iuJury of the great work of their lives. Where this 
state of thi11gs does not exist, let not the enterprise and independent 
action of cbristians in such cowitries be disadvantageously contrasted 
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with the want ofit here. When people cannot act, it should be remem­
bered, thnt is no fault that they do not. 

Our review having extended over so lengthened a period as 50 years, 
to give it grenter correctness, it were desirable to have noticed the 
changes which must have been going on from time to time; in the 
nbse11ce of this, which was not easily praeticahle, we will say a word or 
two on the pre~ent state of things. We have 8een in the early part of 
this article that the number of conversions, has been steadily progressing, 
in respect to equal portions of time, and that of late the progress 
hns been much more distinctly marked ; and this agrees doubtless with 
the present aspect of circumstances, compared with what it was some 
years ago. From all that is taking place around us, we may expect 
with confidence, that the additions to the christian church from among 
the natives, will l,e in much larger proportions than we have yet had to 
rejoice over. Caste is manifestly fast losing its hold upon the people. 
The character of Christianity is becoming better understood. As the 
christian community enlarges, it presents a better social refuge for new 
converts. Idolatry is rapidly on the wane in the minds of the people ; 
a change is widely expectrd : while the faithfulness and mercy of 
God, will assuredly honour his word in the sight of this great n:i.tion to 
whom it has been so long and widely proclaimed. With enlarged 
numbers, there are coming in and will increasingly come into the church, 
persons of greater influence than have been generally received hitherto; 
-individuals of education and of property, who will, under the blessing 
of God, act a more efficient part in the spread of the gospel, and the 
improvement of native christian .character. The relaxation of the law 
in respect to those who change their faith, removes a great obstruction 
in the way of such persons. Edncation also is fast preparing many 
native christians for situations in life, which formerly they were not 
competent to hold, while our schools and colleges are yielding, and will 
increasingly yield their quota of such characters. 

We hope much too, from the improvement that is going on among 
the native female christian population. There is no question that the 
days of the ignorance and depression of the female sex in connexion with 
our native churches here are numbered. The writer is not able to say 
what number of females are able to read, but it is considerable, and is 
yearly increasing. Prejudice against female instruction, which the con­
verts bring with them from heathenism, is greatly declining. Few 
among the better circumstanced of the people would not prefer an 
educated, (if we may yet use the term) to an uneducated wife. The 
writer can testify from his own observation, that even among the poor, 
the wives who have learned to read are treated with much greater 
consideration than others, and in their families there is much better 
order, peace, and prosperity. In a few years, what may not be expect­
ed from this important essential source of improvement? The impres­
sion is abroad, that the gospel in its benefits, is for all, the woman as 
well as the man, and that christian women are to be an educated 
people. 

Jn respect to contributing for the spread of the gospel and for the 
relief of the poor, efforts have recently been made which yield hope 
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of better things. One christian community at a ,,illage station co11-
trib1!ted last_ year ont of their poverty, 1°90 mpees. Another com­
mumty contributed 22 rupees to l?rovide benches for their chapel, and 
upwards of 40 rupees worth of rice for the poor; others have done in 
like manner. The formation of the Temporal Aid Society by a number 
of good young men in Calcutta about two ~•ears ap;o, and the successtul 
prosecution of their object, is another of these signs of the times -
imperceptible perhaps to many, bnt not t.o those ~vho watch the pro­
gress ot the krngdom of God here. Whatsoever then may be the cha­
racter of the past-and who will -renture to depreciate it? althouo-h it 
!°ay_ have been a t~me ofni$ht,-;---:-certainly the m?rning cometh, y~a, it' 
1s mgh at ~and; its. hope-mspmng beams are distinctly visible; if we 
ha,e but fm.th, God will yet open the windows of heaven, and pour down 
upon us such blessings 11s many will be unprepared to receive. 

It onlv remains for the writer to say a word or two on the amount of 
agency_ that bas been employe~ in effecting, under God's blessing, the 
pre~edmg results, and then with two or three remarks to bring this 
renew to a close. 

From a careful examination it appears that since the landing of 
Messrs. Carey and Thomas in Calcutta in the year l 793, or within the 
period of 53 years, there have arrived in this Presidency about 203 
European and American evangelical missionaries, and about 50 others, 
East Indians chiefly, have been raised up iu the country. Of those 
who came to the country, 44 persons died or left it, before they had 
completed Jour years residence ; and of the East Indian missionari"es, 12 
died or left the mission work ere they had finished the same time. This 
leaves therefore about 159 Europeans and 38 East Indians, in all 197 
individuals, who have laboured bevond the term of four years in the 
service of the Gospel, a less period than which, it is presumed will 
scarcely suffice to give labour among the natives the character of effective. 
Let it be rtmembered also, (for the fact may supply thought for practical 
advantage in futme,) that no small share of the labours of the 203 
persons, who came out as missionaries to the heathen, has been diverted 
from them, and been bestowed upon Europeans and their nominal chris­
tian descendants : some indeed never laboured for the conversion of the 
heathen at all, but confined their efforts to christians entirely. We 
mention this not to blame them ; a manifest blessing has rested on such 
labours ; numerically the conversions from among European and East 
Indian society, have far exct'eded those which have been granted from 
among the heathen, and for this success we have abundant reason to 
give thanks to God, Loth in respect to the individuals themselves, and 
the connection which it must have with the spread of the Gospel gene­
rally in the country. Still it is proper, in forming our estimation of mis­
sion work among the heathen, to remember how much has been sub­
tracted from the nominal amount which is supposed to have been ex­
pended in it : otherwise our conclusions will be erroneous. 

We may then propose the question, Whether, under all the circum­
stances of the case, more success than' has been realized, ought to he 
expected? We think not. We think it is quite equal to the amount au<l 
the character of the labour that has been bestowed. God has becu 



184G.] Letter from Dr. Macgowan. 8i9 

faithful to his word. His blessing has been shed. The gospel has 
provc·d itself by hn11rlreds of witnesses to be the power of God to sal­
vnt.ion. There is nothing in the experience of the past to justi(v de­
spondency for tl1e future. On the other hand, there are most powerfnl 
incentives to continurd vigorous labour. If in respect to the past we have 
occa~ion of regret, it is, we think, to be found rather in the character of 
the labonr bestowed, than in the result of that which has been bestowed. 
Let us not distrust a11d dishonour God. Let us not magnify the difficul~ 
ties of the work; but let us rather see to onrseh-es, whether we have 
fulfilled those high obligations which we took upon ourselves, when we 
engaged in Christ's service among the heathen. ·we say again seriously 
and advisedly, that if there be a deficiency of success, we think the 
cause is to be sought in the deficiency of missionary character. May 
God in his infinite mercy forgive all the unprofitableness of his servants, 
and make them in future more what they ought to be in his sight. Not 
unto us, but unto thy name, 0 Lord, be all the glory. Amen. 

VII.-China.-:Letter from Dr. Macgowan. 
The following extract of a letter from our esteemed friend 

Dr. Macgowan, of the American Baptist Mission at Ningpo, 
together with some extracts from the journal of the Chinese na­
tive Assistant Catechist, in our present issue, will, we feel assured, 
he read with pleasure by those interested in Missioni!! in China. 
The wrath of man has been excited in the Celestial Empire. 
It may and will rage for a little; but ultimately, and we pray 
soon, it will, we doubt not, advance the good cause of the 
gospel. It is lamentable to hear on every hand of the great 
obstacle to the progress of the truth, which is presented by the 
opium trade, a traffic sanctioned by the Government of India, 
and from ,rhich it derives a considerable revenue. Roman­
ists and Prntestants equally bear testimony to this, that the 
opium trade, so baneful to the physical and n)Oral health of 
the people and prejudicial to the monied interests of the Chinese 
empire, ·is the great obstacle to the spread of the gospel. At 
every step the Christian Missionary is met with the charge­
" you are a uation of opium deale1·s; on the one hand you 
preach peace and life, on the othe1· you spread disease, poverty 
and death." Alas! that such a charge should be strengthened 
be the sanction of a Christian Government. Here in India it 
is fully sanctioned by a semi-British, in China it is reprobated 
and punished by the authority of a free British Government -
Eos. C. C. O.J 

Ningpo, 22d August, 18-16. 

" You have heard, I presume, of the opposition foreigners of all class­
es meet with at Canton ; hitherto we have enjoyed perfect quiet at 
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Ningpo. But we are now much annoyed by the unfriendly feelin11;s of 
the people. An earthquake and a drought which has destroyed the 
crops, served to unsettle the minds of the populace and set them seek­
ing the cause of these misfortunes. The whole blame, they say, rests 
on the foreigners, who are also charged with sending demons throughout 
the city, causing much injury to the people. For several weeks very 
few of the people have ventured to go to hed at night, but have 
remained up beating gongs, firing crackers, crying out and making 
noises in e,ery possible way, to keep off the demons which the malici­
ous foreigners have introduced into the city. One of the missionaries 
(Mr. Hudson) has had a placard stuck on his door, threatening death 
to him and to us all, if we do not leave forthwith. Notwithstanding all 
these troubles, we are encouraged to proceed in our work, having at all 
times attenti.e listeners, in whose language we are daily improving. 

"·estern unbelievers ha,e found it convenient to extol the literary 
portion of the Chinese,-the very men who have for several days been 
engaged in worshipping a gudgeon in hopes of getting rain ; foremost 
amongst the worshippers ha,e been the highest magistrates. Priests 
awl people have ,ied with each other and their rulers in supplicating 
fish and reptile to water their fields. Enclosed I send you a drawing 
of '' Our Lady the Queen of Heaven," as she is styled by the Chinese, 
by whom she is universally worshipped. It is through this idol that 
Romanism makes many of its conquests. The Virgin's garments 
in pictures of her are adapted to Chinese taste, and being always more 
elegant than the Chinese idol, the natives by " fits of easy transition" 
pass from the worship of one to the other without doing violence to 
their prejudices." 

VIII.-Bishop Corrie's History. 
To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

DEAR SrRs, 
'\Vith reference to the letter of " a CHURCHMAN" in the 

Norember number of the Observer, I fully agree with him as 
to the value of Corrie's History. If the party possessing the 
copyright, will print a new edition, I will willingly take 50 
copies. The book is one which should be on the list of the 
Christian School-book Society. I must see about having it trans­
lated into Hindustani one of these days, should there be no 
translation already in existence. There are, I believe, numer­
ous translations, printed and unprinted, of which nothing is 
generally known. A list of vernacular books, and the places 
where procurable, would be a public benefit. Could you not 
make one out? It might prevent many duplicate translations, 
and draw deserving works from oblivion. 

Your's, &c. 
H.C.T. 

Goruckpore, Nov. 19th. 1846. 
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lX.-The Evangelical Alliance. 

,ve are indebted for the following interesting account of the 
meetings of the Evangelical Alliance, to the Calcutta Free 
Clmrchman, by whom it has been copied from the Edinbu1·gh 
Witness. It affords us sincere pleasure to find that the Alliance 
has so far prospered. Its future movements we shall watch 
with prayerful anxiety and liveliei-t hope. We regret that the 
basis has not been made broad enough to admit such men as 
Joseph John Gurney,--the evangelical" Friend,"-and all of 
whom he is a worthy type, and our brethren who in all points 
agree with the members of the Alliance save on the doctrine 
of eternal punishment. ,vhile these brethren have been 
excluded by the body, considerable tenderness has been shown 
to1vards American slave-holding Christians. On this subject of 
slavery in connection with christian men the Alliance had well 
nigh been wrecked at the commencement of its career. By 
lea1·ing much-in the formation of auxiliaries-to the influence 
of circumstances, the Alliance has lost somewhat of its character 
for compactness and oneness, but in the end we hope this will 
be overruled for the best. 

One good has been effected by the gathering of the brethren ; 
it has brought into closest fellowship devout men of all deno­
minations, and has been the means of forming the most lasting 
christian friendships which have ever been experienced in 
this world. This in itself will be a bond of union which 
nothing will be able to dissolve, a union which will abide 
though the Alliance become a matter of hist01·y to-morrow. 
We perceive that certain parts of the w01·ld are not thought of 
sufficient moment to warrant the formation of distinct branch­
es to the Alliance, and amongst the rest India. This wr, think 
an error; wherever there are two or three willing to unite, that 
should surely he enough to qualify them for all practical pUl"­
poses, and on this ground we hope that the good work will soon 
prosper in Calcutta, and in India generally.-Eos. C. C. 0. 

"A vast number of ministers and Christian laymen, from all parts of 
Britain and the world, are now assembled in London, and have formed 
themselves into an Evangelical Alliance. 

Those who cannot enjoy the great privilege of.being present may na­
turally desire to know something of the general appearance of an as­
sembly so deeply interesting in mariy respects, and destined, we should 
trust, to be regarded in after times as a memorable event in the history 
of the gospel. Its place of meeting is the Freemason's Hall, Great 
Queen Street. This is an elegant and capacious apartment, capable, 
we should think, of containing about a thousand people. Its form is 
obloIJ.g; its side walls are adorned with pilasters; while a row of pillars 
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run nlong at t.he ends. Those at the entrance support n sms.11 gallery, 
the front sl'nt of which only is filled. The light is admitted from above; 
anrl the arched roof, which is painted blue, is blazoned with the signs of 
the zodiac, and the symbols of freemasonry, in mystic characters of 
gold. 

In the middle of the hall, on one of the side walls, is a platform rais• 
ed about a foot above the level of the floor. On this platform stand 
three small tables. At the middle one sits the Chairman,-a gentleman 
whose known Christian character, whose services in the cause of Pro­
testantism, whose urbanity of manners, and acquaint,mce with the forms 
and procedure of public meetings, and whose thorough appreciation of 
the character, position, and noble objects of the Alliance, eminently 
qualify him for the responsible and honourable duties of his office. It 
is surely meet that an assembly whose members are gathered from every 
section of the Church should be presided over by one whose praise is 
in all the Churches. Immediately in front of the platform is the table 
for the Clerks. The rest of the hall is fitted with benches, which are 
denselY crowded with the members of conference. On ehher hand of 
the Chaim.an are the better known members of the proposed Alliance; 
and when we say so, we indicate the most distinguished men of the 
Christian world ; for from the limits of the Protestant world are con­
vened those now present in conference. Germany is here in the person 
of Professor Tholuck, and Geneva in the person of Professor La Harpe. 
France is present in the person of M. Monod, and America in that of 
Dr. Cox, and many others. The Established Church of England is 
represented (we use the term in a loose sense, for the members of the 
Alliance are here as individuals, and not as representatives) by Bick­
ersteth and Baptist Noel; while Drs. Vaughan and Bunting, and the 
Rev. Angell James, represent the Di~senters. Scotland has amply 
furnished her contingent, but perhaps the best type may be found in 
William Cunningham, and that of Ireland in Dr. Kelly. From Sweden 
and Canada, and Smyrna in Western Asia, and from other lands, there 
are ministers present to take part in the deliberations of the Alliance, 
and aid, by their presence and their prayers, the great cause of Chris­
tian union. 

To this assembly appears to have been given the spirit of prayer. 
Seldom have we listened to confessions like these, thanksgivings like 
these,-so contrite, so ardent. How earnestly is the spirit of all wis­
dom and grace implored ; and how deep a sense seems to pervade the 
assembly of its entire dependence on this influence and aid! On this, 
rather than on any other grounds, are we disposed to augur that the 
Alliance shall not have met in vain. Man may labour and pray, but 
who but God can bring about the thrice blessed result that is so much 
desired? Who but he can heal our divisions? Who but the Spirit of 
light can open the understandings of men? Who but the Spirit of 
knowledge can remove the prejudices and correct the mistakes of men? 
And who but the Spirit of love can unite the hearts of men ?-and all 
this must take place before any outward union can be accomplished. 

In some respects this meeting is the most remarkable that ever ~ook 
place in the Christian Church. The Westminster Assembly, we believe, 
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slll'passed it in the variety and splendour of its gifts,-its profound 
theological erudition, and the sublimely intellectual character of its 
discussions. And we believe also that the aims of that ever famous 
Assembly, while they were more origiual,-for union then was a more 
original and novel aim than it can be now,-were not less comprehen­
sive than those of the Alliance now on the eve of being formed ; yet 
when respect is had to the concourse of men from every Christian land 
under heaven and the strong desire for union now springing up in every 
part of the world, of which this concourse may be regarded as the ex­
ponent, we feel that this assembly is in these respects the most remark­
able that has taken place since the days of the early Christian Church. 
In all time coming it will remain an illustrious monument of the desire 
of the Church for union,-a desire, which, as the Holy Spirit has en­
gendered it, so we cannot doubt that He will in his own time gratify it. 

On the evening of Thursday the 20th, the Evangelical Alliance was 
formed. None who were present can ever forget the peculiar solemnity 
with which this matter was gone about. The heavens appeared to be 
opened, and to drop down on the assembly. One feeling pervaded all 
hearts,-deep humiliation in the presence of Goel, and love one toward 
another. The chairman requested that the meeting, bt>fore signifying 
its will that an Alliance of the character and for the objects specified 
should be formed, should spend a few minutes in silence. The public 
business was stopped,-there remained throughout the assembly, for a 
little space, a profound stillness,-a thousand hearts were offering their 

·supplications to the throne of God. The silence was at an eud,-the 
meeting again resumed its business, and proceeded in due form to de­
clare that it had now resolved itself into an Evangelical Alliance. This 
was followed in every part of the assembly by kindly greetings, and, on 
the part of many, by warm and earnest protestations of Christian affec­
tion and love toward all their brethren of the Alliance. As soon as these 
had subsided, a hymn was sung ; and prayer having been offered up in 
a very solemn and impressive manner by the Rev. Mr. Kyle of Dublin, 
the members separated for the night, full of thankfulness to God for 
what he had done for them, and deeply impressed with the sacred cha­
racter of the bond by which they were now knit together, and the pecu­
liar and solemn obligations under which that bond laid all of them to 
God, to one another, and to the cause of truth and righteousness on 
the earth. 

The Alliance was now formed ; but it was foreseen that many perils 
must attend the early stages of its course. Many a noble vessel des­
tined to visit far distant climes has foundered just on leaving the har­
bour. It we.s just possible that the Alliance, which, it was hoped, would 
descend to after times, and continue to gain victories and diffuse blessings 
when the men now composing it shall be sleeping in the dust, might be 
divided and broken on the morrow. The articles composing the basis 
were yet to be discussed e.nd approved of; and though these articles 
he.d passed through the Aggregate Committee, and it was therefore 
highly probable the.t the Alliance would harmoniously adopt them, yet 
it wns not without some anxiety that the members assembled on the 
morning of Friday. 

6 B 2 
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The devotional exercises of the morning being couclutled, the Rev. 
E. Bickerstetb moved,-

" That with a new of furnishing the most sntisfactory explnnation, 
and guarding against misconception, in regard to their design, and the 
means of its attainment, they deem it expedient explicitly to state as 
follows:-

" That the parties composing the Alliance shnll be such persons only 
as bold and maintain what are usually understood to be evangelical views 
in regard to the matters of doctrine understatetl, viz :-

" 1. The divine inspiration, authority, and sufficiency of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

"2. The unity of the Godhead, and the Trinity of Persons therein. 
"3. The utter depravity of human nature in consequence of the fall. 
"4. The incarnation of the Son of God, his work of atonement for 

sinners of mankind, and his mediatorial intercession and reiu-n. 
"5. The justification of the sinner by faith alone. 

0 

"6. The work of the Holy Spirit in the conversion and sanctifica­
tion of the sinner. 

" 7. The right and duty of private judgment in the interpretation 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

" 8. The dh-ine institution of the Christian ministry, and the au­
thority and perpetuity of the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. 

"9. The immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the body, the 
judgment of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, with the eternal bless­
edness of the righteous, and the eternal punishment of the wicked." 

In advocating the adoption of these articles, Mr. Bickersteth dwelt 
mainly on the moral power they were fitted to confer on the Alliance. 
There might be an alliance, though these articles should not be adopted ; 
but of what sort would it be? It would simply be a latitudinarian confe­
deracy, or a political crusade against Popery, like the German movement 
now proceeding before our eyes, but which had no strength in it. The 
power of principle to confer strength, Mr. Bickersteth illustrated by a re­
ference to the Arabian impostor. The adoption ofa single article-the uni­
ty of the Deity-gaveMahomet a mighty advantage in contendingwith the 
corrupt Christians of the east. A similar advantage these articles would 
give the Alliance in contending with the hosts of Antichrist and a world 
lying in wickedness. The present war is against error ; and it appears 
to be as foolish as it is impious, to try to overcome error with anything 
but the truth. Though the Alliance had forborne at present to emit any 
declaration of principles, it could scarcely have taken a single practical 
step without virtually declaring its belief in certain doctrines. The 
publication of pamphlets and treatises is one of the ways by which it 
proposes to extirpate Popery. But these publications must contain 
certain principles, and, ushered into the world under the sanction of 
the Alliance, they must be held as speaking its sentiments on the great 
points 011 which they treat. Mr. Bickersteth next proceeded to guard 
against misconceptions of the object which the Alliance had in view in 
the adoption of these articles. It was not intended thereby to define 
the limits of Christian brotherhood, but to point out· the class of per-
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sons which, on the whole, it was desirable to embrace within the Alli­
ance. There were men who would impede their movement, and weaken 
their great effort,-Gideon's recruits, who would obstruct the victory. 
It was desirable there should be some security against the admission of 
such. These the summary of principles would keep away. There was 
a necessity that the Alliance should be thoroughly united and combined 
by a large acknowledgment of those great truths in which its members 
agree. Mr. Bickersteth next proceeded to bring under the notice of 
the Alliance the addition which the Aggregate Committee had made to 
the Summary of Principles. The first eight articles had long been in 
the hands of members ; but the ninth, which declared the eternal bless­
edness of the righteous and the eternal punishment of the wicked, had 
been newly proposed for adoption. Mr. Bickersteth stated in brief, 
the reasons which led the Committee to recommend that this article be 
adopted ; and these reasons were more fully stated and enforced by the 
American brethren in the course of the discussion that followed. In 
the new world the truth is in great danger at present, from men holding 
the doctrine of Universal Restoration. These men will not deny the 
inspiration and authority of the Holy Scripturf's,-they will not deny, 
the doctrine of the Trinity, or the utter depravity of human nature, or 
any other principle contained in the basis ; but they hold that Christ 
died for all men, and that.his redemption will in due time be applied 
to all. They speak of God as a Universal Father ; "and," say they 
"would a father put his owu child into the fire and burn him for ever?" 
I~ was not impossible that such men might seek admission into the 
Alliance ; and their connection with it would not tend, certainly, either 
to its stability, or to the successful prosecution of its grand ends. In 
Germany the same form of error is prevailing. There, as well as in 
America, infidelity is advancing against the truth, under the banner of 
universal love. In India, too, Universalism is not unknown as an enemy 
of the Gospel. The case being so, the addition of this article was of 
vast importance. By admitting it into its basis, the Alliance adjusted 
its front more completely to the enemy's battle. 

The adoption of the articles was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Cox of 
New York. In doing so, he took occasion to give a running commen­
tary on them, than which, nothing could have been more luminous or 
more eloquent.. Thereafter Dr. Byrth of Liverpool moved that the 
entire of the ninth article be omitted. His seconder,Mr. Howard Hinton, 
seemed to think that it was no part of the object of the Alliance to 
give a testimony for truth. What could be gained by the admission of 
the doctrine of eternal punishment into the basis? Would the world 
believe it on our testimony? No. And then the Qunkers would be 
shut out by it ; and was it not the duty of the Alliance to embrace 
within it as many of the disciples of Christ as possible? He appre­
hended, too, that great ridicule would hereby be brought upon the 
Alliance, and that men would call its members eternal tormentists. 
"Let them call us so," was the reply of the Hon. and Rev. Baptist 
Noel,-" it will be an awful sermon to the world." 

A good deal of irrelevant matter now found its way into the discus­
sion, The attention of the house was at length recalled to the precise 
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question before it, by DI'. Cunningham, who stated that the pl'Oposnl 
now under consideration was simply to the effect that the basis he 
amended by the admission of the ninth article. This question it 
was scar~~ly possible to discuss without taking into view the real object 
and pos1t10n of the proposed basis. No vel'y fomrnl ol' explicit deli­
,·erance had ever been given on this point, and therefore the Alliance 
was 'l'"ithout a definite and certain test hy which to settle the question 
whether an additional article should be appended. Theil' fil'st and lead­
ing object, as a confederation of Protestant evangelical Christians, was 
to oppose the great adversary of Christ : but in carrying this object 
out, he felt they must have some standard of conformity. As one of 
the objects of the Alliance was the manifestation of existing unity, it 
did seem a fair and consistent thing to display before the world the 
actual agreement of its members in the great doctrines of evangelical 
truth. An Alliance like this could surely do something in the way of 
bearing testimony to great and important truths,-something in the 
way of recommending these truths to the hearts of Christian men,­
~ithout claiming infallibility, or usurping authority over the un_derstand­
mg. 

As regarded the admission of the ninth article, Dr. Cunningham said 
that he had never been disposed to lay great stress on the various items 
of the basis, for he had always held that, to a large extent, it must be 
defecti,•e. But one of the objects of the Alliance was to bear testimony 
to truth ; a.nd it did appear to him, that the ninth article referred to a 
department of doctrine on which the Alliance should wish to have it 
known all over the world that it held evangelical views. He would 
attach great weight to the solemn testimony of the American brethren, 
that Universalism was the form which infidelity was assuming in their 
country ; and if to testify for the truth was one of the objects of the 
assembly, it was a matter of the highest importance to testify for it on 
that point. So far as the theological literature of Britain was concern­
ed, scarcely anything appears impugning the doctrine of eternal blessed­
ness and eternal punishment, except from Unitarians and avowed infidels. 
He did not speak of what may transpire from time to time in private 
life, but of what openly appeared on the face of the theological liter­
ature of this country. But in America iufidelity w.as spl'eading under 
this form. The same thing was taking place on the Continent of Eu­
rope. In Germany there were men, evangelical on other points, who 
had fallen into error as regards the eternity of future rewards and 
punishments. This was a danger to which the rising Christianity of 
Europe was exposed in no ordinary degree, and therefore a danger 
against which the Alliance was called to emit a solemn warning. The 
addition of the ninth article he held as only a fair following out of the 
general assertion given by the Alliance, of evangelical principles. 

In a previous part of the discussion, a wish had been expressed for 
an experimental basis. In allusion to this Dr. Wardlaw remarked, that 
the first element of the Christian character ill faith, and faith leads to 
the truth, and thus the application of an experimental basis would come 
ultimately to the same thing as a doctrinal basis. With regard to the 
solemn aud awful question which might now be said to be before the 
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honse,-the eternal punishment of the wickecl,-there was no truth in 
the Bible which hRcl been an occasion of more temptation to him than 
this ; he had studied it on his knees, and with tears of anguish ; but 
he had yielded to conviction, and in the hope that God would ii;ive him 
grace and strength to acquiesce with holy joy, in whatever is glorifying 
to His name. 

We believe Dr. Wardlaw in this expressed the feelings of all religi­
ons minds of a thoughtful cast, and yet no small part of the glory of 
the Gospel lies in this, that its issues are everlasting. What a light 
does this doctrine shed on the love of Goel! How cloes it tend to 
enhance the importance ancl grandeur of the death of Christ ! He 
redeemed.us from eternal misery. Like the cloud of old, this doctrine 
sheds light as well as darkness. There is one class who, we belie,e, 
feel no difficulty in acknowledging this truth. The sinner awakener! 
and stricken in conscience readily admits justice,-so far at least as 
himself is concerned,-that there would have been no unrighteousness 
in the great Judge, though he should be excluded for ever from the 
blessed face of God, and called to bear to all etemitv the infliction of 
His wrath. After a long discussion, the amendme;t was negatived, 
and the article added to the basis. 

The alliance proceeded next to pass the articles one by one. No 
amendments of any importa.nce were moved, and such amendments as 
were proposed were either withdrawn or negati~ed. The eighth article 
however became the subject of some discussion. The Rev. Howard 
H~nton, proposed that that article should be omitted; and the discus­
sion on this point occupied the entire sitting on Saturday. It was 
urged here by a few, that the matters to which the eighth article refer­
red were not fundamental, evangelical points, and that they differed in 
this respect from the previous articles. To this it was replied that it 
was of the utmost importance to testily before the world, that on these 
matters the Alliance entertained evangelical views ; and that while it 
held the sacraments of Ilaptism and the Lord's Supper, it was in no 
Popisb sense. The article was passed, with the single alteration of the 
word "_obligation" for " authority." 

In the Alliance on Monday, Dr. Cunningham made a speech for the 
purpose of more clearly defining and fixing the position of the basis. 

His wish was that the Alliance should declare that the articles now 
passed were not to be held as a creed or confession. On this point 
there seemed to be substantial agreement among the members. Still 
the Alliance "was unable to come to an immediate agreement, owing to 
the strong desire on the part of most, that the asseU1bly should be 
viewed as testifying before the world to the truths coutaineu iu the 
basis, and the fear that unless the articles were considered ns a confes­
sion in n loose and popular sense, some might subscribe them who did 
not believe them, or hold themselves bound by them. It was proposed 
to declare that the articles were not a confession or creed in an eccle­
siastical sense ; but the discussion ended in referring the matter to a 
select Committee, who are to give in their Report nt the evening sedcr­
nnt. 
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Thus the basis has now been consummated. All who lo,,e the tmth, 
and d:sire to see its friends united in opp?sing error, will henrtily rejoice 
and grre thanks to God, thnt the Chnst1an world has been brono-ht to 
unite in the acknowledgm<'nt of so many important articles of faith. 

ALLIANCE AND AMERICAN SLAVERY, 

In the former paper we brought down the proceedings of the Evan­
gelical Alliance to the consummation of the Basis. The eighth sitting, 
-that of Monday the 24th,-was opened by Dr. "'· Symington, who 
presided m-er the devotional exercises. After a psalm (Scotch version) 
had been sung, and pra~-er offered up, the chairman addressed the Con­
ference on the necessity of deep humility, forbearance, and brotherly love 
in their future proceedings, and warned the members against the sin and 
danger of making an idol of the Alliance, At the previous sitting the 
ha.sis had been enlarged by the addition of the ninth article, after a lon"' 
and interesting discussion; and at this sedernnt several amendment~ 
were mond on the article itself. Our readers will recollect that this 
article referred to the important doctrines of the " immortality of the 
soul," the " resurrection of the body," and eternal "blessedness of the 
righteous, and the eternal punishment of the wicked." The amend­
ments were not of great importance, but it may gratify our readers to 
know what the, were. We shall mention one or two of them. One 
amendment, which was moved by Dr. Cox of Hackney, and ultimately 
withJrawn, was to the effect, that after the words "Lord Jesus Christ," 
the words following Le added :-" Aud finally, the important truth, 
that the ' wicked shall go into everlasting punishment, but the righte­
ous into life eternal.' " The object of the mover was to have the doc­
trine of the eternity of rewards and punishments expressed in Scripture 
language_ The Rev. Mr. Gotch moved, that for the word "body" in 
the secoud clause of the article, the word " dead" be substituted. This 
amendment was negatived. Another amendment, which was also ne­
gatiTed, was moTed by the Rev. Mr. Kuntze, and was to the effect, 
that the fonn of the ninth article be as follows-" The resurrection of 
the body, the judgrnent of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
life everlasting." Mr. R. A. J.\,l'Fie JUOVed, that after the word "wick­
ed," the words "who finally reject the mercy of G_od our Saviour," be 
added. The amendment was negatived. We shall mention only one other 
amendment, which was moved by the Rev. Mr. Binney and also reject­
ed, namely, that instead of the words " the immortality of the soul," 
the words "the future life" be substituted. In short, all amendments 
on the ninth article were rejected, aud the article was finally passed in 
the form in which it bad been originally adoptrd. The arrangemeHt of 
the articles next became the subject of discussion. Several alterations 
were moved and carried; and the articles were ultimately brought into 
what was conceind to be a more natural and logical order. These ar­
ticles, as finally arranged, were giv'en in our last, but will be found re­
peated in another column, along with the Supplementary Cl11uses, which 
we were then able to give but partially. The articles as now ananged 
and amended, together with the Supplementary Clause which had been 
altered in accordance with the spirit of Dr. Cunningham's amendme11t 
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upon it, were again read, nnd their adoption moved. The Conference 
rose, and adopted the motion, nemine contradicente. The Chairman 
announced the hymn, "All hail the great Emmannel's name," which 
wns sung; and prayer having been offered up, the Conference adjourned. 

On Tuesday, the Conference adopted the rest of the Supplementary 
Clauses which had been prepared by the Aggregate Committee, and in 
the form in which they had been prepared by that Committee. These 
resolutions will be found in the same column thatcontains the Basis; they 
form the best record of the proceedings of that day. On ,v ednesday 
the Alliance passed to the consideration of its " objects." The resolu­
tions on this head as finally amended and passed by the Alliance, will 
also be found in another column. This subject engaged the 'delibera­
tions of the Conferrence on Wednesday, Thursday, and part of Friday. 

Hitherto nothing had occurred to interrupt the harmonious progress 
of the Conference in the work of consolidating its basis, and marking 
out the course and the character of future operations ; but on Friday, a 
topic came up for discussion, on which it was found that cc,nsiderable 
diversity of sentiment and feeling existed among the members of Con­
ference, and apprehensio!lB began to be entertained for the stability of 
the Alliance as an recumenical Alliance ; nor were these apprehensions 
set at rest till late on Saturday evening. On Friday the Alliance passed 
to the consideration of the third portion of the paper prepared by the 
Select Sub-Committee concerning " General Organization." The Rev. 
Dr. Schmucker moved, and the Rev. Dr. Bunting seconded,-

. I. That the Alliance shall consist of those person, in all parts of the 
world, who shall concur in the principles and objects adopted by the 
Conference; it being understood that such persons adhere as Christians 
in their individual capacity, 

II. That the members of the Alliance be recommended to adopt such 
organization in their several countries as in their judgment may be most 
in accordance with their peculiar circumstances. And that, iu further­
ance of the 11bove plan, it be recommended, for the present, that a branch 
be formed for each of the following districts, viz. :-

1. 'fhe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, exclusive of 
the British colonies. 

2. The United States of America. 
3. The Kingdom of France. 
4. The North of Germany. 
5. The.South of Germany and German Switzerland. 

And that additional branches be from time to time recognized as such, 
by the concurrence of any two previously existing branches. 

III. That an officio.I correspondence be maintained between the se­
veral organized branches ; and that annual reports of their proceedings 
be mutually interchanged, with a view to co-operation and encourage­
ment in their common enterprize. 

IV. That any mern her of the Alliance, on his removal to another 
country, shall be entitled to the privileges of membership, in connection 
with that branch of the Alliance existing nea1· his new residence. 

VOJ,, VII, 6 C 
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Y. That the Alliance slrnll meet in Conference everv se,·enth yenr, 
1111d oftener if dermed neccssarv, at the call of two b;anchcs, one on 
r>1ch side of the Atlantic. The time and place of the rrgnlar Septennial 
Meeting to be authorised by the previons Conferenre, nnd in cnse of 
Sperial l\fc>eting:s, hy mutual consultation. The first Meeting to be 
held (D. Y.) at--in the ~·ear--

YI. That the Septennial Conference shall consist of all members of 
the Alliance especially appointed by the respective branches and their 
auxiliaries. 

YII. That each Conference shall elect its own officers, ,·iz., a Presi­
dent, Yit;e-Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and Committees ; and may 
form such bye- laws as it shall deem proper, which shall not, however, 
be binding on any subsequent Conference. 

YIII. That no alteration shall be made in the constitution of the 
Alliance at the time when such alteration is propo~ed; nor until, at a 
subsequent conference, it shall be determined by a majority of three­
fourths of the members present. 

It was agreed that the clauses of the motion should be considered 
seriatim. The Rev. J. H. Hinton moved, and the Rev. J. V. Himes 
seconded, " That in the first clause, after the words ' those persons,' 
the words 'not being slave-holders,' be inserted." A discussion now 
ensued on the subject of American slavery, and the propriety of ad­
mitting slave-holders into the Alliance. The amendment was opposrd 
by President Emory on two grounds. First, it would be an anomaly 
in the constitution of the Alliance. The question of moral character, 
in connection with the Basis, had often come up for consideration ; but 
as often as it had come up it had been rejected. This was a matter 
appertruning to moral character ; for where was the theological system 
which ranked slave-holding among its doctrines? It was a practical 
matter, and therefore its admission into the Basis of the Alliance would 
be not only anomalous, but contrary to the spirit of former decisions. 
We should rrst content with a doctrinal Basis. But, second, it was in 
expedient,-inexpedient with reference to the anti-slavery cause itself. 
He vrns so desirous that slavery sho11ld come to an end throughout the 
earth, that if the introduction of this clause could contribute to such an 
end, he should consent that his brethren should vote- for its admission, 
though he sliould be obliged still to regard it as an anomaly in the Basis. 
He would rather be the extinguisher of slavery in the United States, 
than possess the glory of ,vashington, the father of his country. But 
he was satisfied that the amendment would have just the opposite effect. 
Brethren who had not lived in America could have no conception of the 
difficulties connected with this subjrct; and these difficulties, great in 
themselves, were uniformly increased when foreign interference took 
place ! it became then next to impossible to advocate the cause of the 
slave, for it was instantly cast in their teeth, "Here is British influence." 
Our aim should be to enlist the slave-holder himself in this cause ; and 
how was this to be done? Not by compelling him to shut himself np 
within his own circle, but by drawing him forth to mingle freely with 
the men of other countries. Let him go to North America, and observe 
the vast superiority of the free over the slave States, as regards their 
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cities nnd the cnitivation of' soil,-let him come to Britain, and see as 
Le had seen, the respect pflid to coior,-fln<l he ~as sure he would go 
back to his own country the enem Y of slavery. 

Dr. Wardlaw believed that there was not ~Tl incliviclual within these 
walls who was not the enemy of' slavery. It was one of the greatest 
outrages under heaven, of heaven's great law of Christian charity and 
love, " Whatsoever ye would that others should do unto you, do ye also 
unto them." No one could, on any pretence, holcl his fellow-crea­
ture as a slave, unless he sincerely wished to be himself a slave. The 
great question hne was, " What is the will of God!" Is it a sin, or is 
it not a sin ? He held that slave-holdin~ is in every instance sinful, 
because it is in every instance a breach of the great law to which he had 
referred. In passing a sentence of exclusion from the Alliance on the 
slave-holder, he did not regard himself as passing any sentence against 
his Christianity. If an individual engaged in an unlawful course appli­
ed to him for admission into his church, he refused him, not on the 
ground that he was not a Christian, but on the ground that he could 
not admit him without giving his sanction to the unlawful course he was 
engaged in. On the same ground would he object to the admission of 
slave-holders, that it was a sanctioning of slavery. He felt the difficul­
ty of special cases ; but his answer was, that he could not legislate for 
special cases. He knew there were men who treated their slaves well, 
both as regarded their temporal and their spiritual interests; still he 
could not approve of such cases, because he viewed them as amounting 
to a .sanctioning of the enormous system of evil with which they stood 
connected. He illustrated this by a reference to the theatre. There 
were plays he might witness without harm to himself; still he would 
be sinning in doing so, because countenancing a system of great moral 
mischief. If slave-holders were excluded, we should have two Alliances, 
-one in Britain, another in America. If slave-holders were admitted, 
he was quite satisfied, from what he knew of the pulse of Scotland, that 
a large proportion of those disposed to join the Alliauce would not come 
forward, and a large proportion of those who had already joined it 
would withdraw from it. He would regard the erection of two Alli­
ances as a less evil, both in its own nature and in its results, than that 
this great Alliance should give its couutenance and rnnction to the slo.­
very of the United States of America. 

The Rev. Mr. Ewbank would not yield to any man in his abhorrence 
of slavery. He regarded it as a most damnable and diabolical sin; but 
he believed the gospel would destroy slavery, just as it would destroy 
other sins of as deep a dye prevailing iu this and other Christian lancls, 
such as duelling and war. He strongly objected to the amendment, 
on the ground that it introduced a new principle into the consti­
tution of the Alliance. If such a principle were introduced, he main­
tained that he had no right and no title to be in the Alliance. Many 
brethren present had declared that the system of Chmch and State, as 
exemplified in the Church of England, is unscriptural, and that it 
destroys more souls than it saves. He was admitted into the Allinnce, 
then, because he was not identified with this system. Why should not 
the Alliance act in the same wuy in the present case! Why should not 

0 B 2 
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we tmst our American brethren to introduce only such men as are 
Christians in spite of slave-holding? 

Dr. Skinner of America was convinced that this amendment, if pass­
ed, would exclude the great body of the evangelical American Churches. 
He regarded American slaYcry as a great abomination ; nevertheless he 
knew some who were as spiritually-minded men as he hnd ever known, 
yet nominally slaYe-holders ;-they were so, not for their own interests, 
but for the good of the slave. Once he was travelling in Virginia, he 
obserred two negro girls, beautiful children, w,ilking behind a man who 
l'l•as riding. On inquir!ng, he was told t_hat these cl~ildren were going 
to be so!d on an execut10~1 from the Shenff. Supposmg he had bought 
t~ese ch1l_dren, that he_ m~ght educate them, and, as soon as it was prac­
hcabl", gtre them their hberty, would he, although nominally a slave­
holder, have been transgressing the law referred to by Dr. Wardlaw, 
that we should do to others as we would that others should do to us ? 
There were many such cases in America. 

M. Monod hoped that, in this instance, as in previous instances, an 
intermediate course would be found. In point of form, he thought the 
amendment came too late. The decision of the Alliance on the subject 
of personal holiness virtually settled the qaestion. Should the Alliance 
rule against slarery, what would it answer those who asked it to point 
its special condemnation likewise against war and duelling ? 

The discussion had proceeded so far, when it was moved that the 
matter be referred to a Committee, who should report at the sitting to­
morrow. The motion being agreed to, the Committee was named, 
being composed of British, American, and Continental members: and 
the conference adjonrned. 

On Saturdav the Conference met at ten o'clock. After the devotion­
al exercises, the Secretary reminded the Conference that the Committee 
~er e in delibeTation in another apartment, and suggested that special 
derotional exercises should be continued on their behalf, that the Holy 
Spirit might guide them to a harmonious and satisfactory issue. The 
devotional exercises were resumed. After some time, Dr. Cox appear­
ed in the Conference, and announced that the Special Committee were 
unable as yet to give in a Report-that they craved leave to continue their 
sitting, and requested, moreover, that several other members of Confer­
ence be added to their number. This request was granted; and the Con­
ference resumed their intercessions at the throne of grace in behalf of the 
Committee. About two o'clock an intimation was sent from the Commit­
tee, to the effect that no conclusion had yet been come to, and that the 
Committee advised an adjournment of the Conference till Monday. The 
Conference, however, resolved to continue its sitting; and having sent a 
message to the Committee, reque~ting them to take ample time for the 
mature consideration of the questipn now before them, it proceeded to 
the consideration of the miscellaneous resolutions prepared by the Select 
Sub-Committee. A good many of these resolutions were passed. With 
the exception of a short adjournment, the Conference was occupied in 
this work till six o'clock. The motion of acljonrnmellt till Monday was 
already carried, and the members were on the point of separating, when 
it was announced in behalf of the Committee, that provided the Con-
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ference should sit for a_ few minutes longer, it was not impossible that 
the Committee might come down with a Report. 

Accordingly, in a short space the members of Committee appeared 
with their Report. Dr. Cox of Hackney, their Chairman, stated, that 
he appeared in the Conference with feelings stronger and deeper than 
he could possibly express. They had been occupied throughout the 
whole of this day with the matter referred to them ; and when he look­
ed back on the transactions of the day, and the resolution to which, as 
a Committee, they had come, he felt that he had never occupied a posi­
tion of higher responsibility than he had this day done as Chairman of 
the Committee. In the discussion that had taken place, they had felt 
themselves united more than ever, and bound to each other by ties that 
death would not be able to break. And if the Report now to be given 
in should be unanimously received, the Alliance would at length send 
out a voice that should sound to the extremities of the earth, proclaim­
ing the union,-the true, genuine, and eternal union, of an Alliance 
which, as it advanced in its course, would become perfected in its cha­
racter, purified in its nature, and which will be consummated in the world 
beyond. He then called on his namesake, Dr. Cox of America, to read 
the Report of the Committee. Dr. Cox then read the following Re-
port:- • 

" In respect to the necessity of personal holiness, the Alliance are of 
opinion that it is recoi::nised in the Article of the Basis-On the Work 
·of the Spirit: and in reference to various social evils existing in coun­
tries within the circle of this Alliance, such as the profanation of the 
Lord's-day, intemperance, duelling, and the sin of slavery, they com­
mend these and similar evils to the consideration of the branches ; trust­
ing that they will study to promote the general purity and the Christian 
honour of this confederation by all proper means. And in respect 
especially to the system of sla,·ery, and every other form of oppression 
in any country, the Alliance are unanimous in deploring them, as in 
many ways obstructing the progress of the gospel ; and express their 
confidence, that no branch will admit to a membership slave-holders who, 
by their own fault, continue in that position retaining their fellow-men 
in slavery, from regard to their own interests." 

Rev. J. I-I. Hinton moved, and Rev. A. T. Hopkins seconded, that 
the Report now received be adopted. 

Rev. Jphn Nelson of Belfast (a member of the Select Committee), 
moved, and Hamer Stanfield, Esq. seconded,-" That, whereas it is im -
possible for this Conference to legislate for particular cases or exceptions, 
no slave-holder be admitted to any branch of the Alliance." 

The Rev. Mr. Bevan, who was long Secretary to the Anti-Slavery 
Society, rejoiced in the issue now before the Conference, as expressed 
in the resolution of the Committee. He trusted this Report would be 
unanimously adopted, and go forth as a truthful, honest, and solemn 
testimony to the world, on a subject which had excited so much atten­
tion and anxiety on the part of the Conference. If the force of this 
deliverance were not weakened by division, he believed it would hasten 
the largest consummation their anti-slavery hearts could desire, when not 
only the oppressed should go free, but the oppressor also should parti-
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cipate in the benefits of an issue the Conference so much desired, The 
motion was carried ; two or three hands only, that we could see, being 
held up for the amendment. A hymn on Christian 1111ion wns sung, 
after which the Conference remained a short. time in sile11ce. Prayer 
being offered up, aud the benediction pronounced, the Conference n<l­
jonrned 

It was believed that the question was now settled ; but on Monday 
tl1e whole subject was opened up anew. The American brethren cali­
ed the attention of the house to the resolution of Saturday, ancl craved 
lea,·e to state their sentiments nt full length on the subject. They held 
that the introduction of the question was irrelevant, and that the reso­
lution regarding it had altered the constitution of the Alliance. All 
their hopes were frustrated : it would be impossible to form a branch in 
America in connection with Britain, if tnis resolution remained in force ; 
and thus the Alliance, as a universal or recumenical Society, would be 
at an end. Justice Crampton moved the rescinding of the resolution; 
which being seconded, the whole matter became again the subject of 
discussion. This discussion has occupied the entire of this day's 
(Monday) sitting; and not a few members have cleclared that provided 
the resolution is rescinded they cannot continue mc111bers of the Alliance. 
On the suggestion of the Chairman, the motion of J nstice Crampton, 
with the subject generally, has been refened to the former Committee, 
one or two new names being added, for re-consideration. It is hoped 
they will report to-morrow. 

THE FINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 

·when we closed our last communication, a breach appeared to be 
pending inevitably over the Alliance. Three days it had snt in deliber­
ation without being able to de,ise a proposition on the important sub­
ject in discussion, in which all could concur. Its ablest members, 
formed into Committee, had retired again and again, and consulted long 
and anxiously, without being able to bring in any satisfactory Iteport. 
We believe there was not a member of the Conference who had not 
come to the conclusion, in his own mind, that the formntion, or ra­
ther the continuance, of an Universal Alliance was a hopeless matte!', 
and that recourse must be had to the only alternative that presented it­
self,-even that of allowing each of the countries of Christendom to 
construct its own Alliance. But the hand of Go·d, which had already 
removed so many obstacles and difficulties out of the path of the Con­
ference, was again displayed in averting the evil that appeared to man 
unavoidable, or suffering it to happen only in a modified sense, and to 
such a degree as will tend, we are persuaded, to perfect the organiza­
tion of the Alliance and adapt it more thoroughly to the accomplish­
ment of its ends. The plan by which this result has been gained, 
which we here state in brief, but shall explain more minutely in a sub­
sequent part of this communication, is that of deferring " the final and 
complete arrangement of the details of the General Alliance, of which 
the foundation has now been laid, till another General Conference. 

We have already i11dicate1l that the question was re-opened on Mon­
day. The conclusion come to on Saturday evening was regarded ns a 
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happy one ; all rejoiced in the harmonious adjustment of the matter ; 
and the American brethren, it was understood, also concurred in the 
resolution,-an understnn<ling founded on the circumstances that Dr. 
Cox of Aml'rica hacl read the Report which the Conference adoptfid, 
nnd that no dissents were expressed by the American section of the 
Alliance. Dut more mature consideration satisfied the American bre­
thren that they could not submit to the resolution come to during the 
sitting of Saturday Their submission would be attended, they con­
ceived, by disastrous results to the anti-slavery cause in America. It 
would hamper them in all their movements in behalf of the slave, and 
annihilate to a great extent their influence as the advocates of emanci­
pation ; and moreover, it would endanger their amicable and fraternal 
relations with a portion of the American Church. This, as we have 
already indicated, brought on anew a discussion of the whole subject, 
and that discussion resulted in the re-appointment of the Committee, 
and the recommittal of the matter. It was late in the forenoon of 
Tuesday when the Committee gave in the following Report :-

"I. That whereas brethren from the continents of Europe and 
America, as well as fo this country, are unable, without consultation 
with their countrymen, to settle all the arrangements for their re­
spective countries, it is expedient to defer the final and complete arrange­
ment of the details of the Evangelical Alliance, of which the founda­
tion has now been laid, till another General Conference. 

"II. That the Alliance consist of all such members of this Con­
ference and members and corresponding members of the dfrisions of 
the ProYisional Committee, as shall adhere to the principles and objects 
of the Alliance. Persons may be admitted to membership of the Alli­
ance by consent of all the District Organizations, or by vote of a Gene­
ral Conference and to membership of any District Organization hy such 
mode as each District Organization may determine. 

" III. That the members of the Alliance be recommended to form 
District Org:rnizations in ~uch manner as shall be most in accordance 
with the peculiar circumstances of each district. Provided, however, 
first, that neither the Alliance, nor the respective District Organizations, 
shall be held responsibh for the proceedin~s of any District Organiza­
tions; secondly, that no member of any District Organization shall, as 
such, be a member of the Allinnce; and, thirdly, that whenever a Dis­
trict Organization shall be formed, the members of the Alliance within 
that district shall act collectively in its formation. That, in further, 
ance of the above plan, it be recommended, for the present, that a Dis­
trict Organization be formed in each of the following districts, viz. :-

" 1. • The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
"i. The United States of America. 
"3. France, Belgium, and French Switzerland. 
"4. The north of Germany. 
"5. The south of Germany and German Switzerland. 
"6. British North America. 
" 7. The West Indies. 
"And that additional District Organizations be from time to time re-



896 The Evangelical Alliance. [DEC, 

rognized as such by the concurrence of any three previously existing 
branches. 

"IV. That an official correspondence he maintained between the 
~e,·eral District _Organi_zations, and that reports of their proceedings he 
mterchangcd, with a view to co-operation and encouragement in their 
common object 

"V. That a General Conference he held at snch time and place, and 
consist of snch members of the Alliance, as, by correspondence between 
the District Organizations, and under the guidance of Divine Providence 
shBII hereafter be determined by their unanimous concurrence. Provi­
ded, first, that any member of the Alliance who was entitled to attend 
this Conference, and shall retain his membership, shall be entitled to 
attend the next also ; and secondly, that all questions relating to the 
co_n.ening ~f i~ shall be determined by such members only of the Dis­
trict OrgamzatJon as shall also be members of the Alliance. A Con­
ference of any two or more of the District Organizations may be held 
by mutual agreement." 

This is the Report, not in the precise terms in which it was given in, 
but as altered and amended by the Conference on Wednesday. All we 
shall attempt at present is to offer a few observations for _the purpose 
of making the bearing of this Report on the character and structure of 
the Alliance a little more plain. There are some who may he disposed 
to think that the grand idea,-that in which it was supposed the glory 
and charm of the Alliance consisted, namely, that it was an Alliance for 
the world,-is now lost ;-that instead of one united and recumenical 
Alliance, there are now not fewer than seven Alliances set up or on the 
point of being so, and provision made for the erection of as many more, 
provided these shall be demanded. This is not exactly the view we take 
of the matter. So far the Alliance is one and recumenical. Its Basis 
is one. All its members and all its Organizations throughout the world 
are pledged to, and united in, the profession of the nine doctrinal arti­
cles which form its foundation. It is still one in its objects, and is still 
capable of bringing its undi~ided energies to the accomplishment of 
these objects, just as it is still to be viewed as bearing its undivided tes­
timony to the great ti:uths that compose its Basis. But, as regards its 
Organization, it is different in different districts or countries. In form­
ing Organizations in this or that country, the members of the Alliance 
ere left at liberty to have respect to their peculiar circumstances, and 
no one branch of the Alliance is to be held responsible for the proceed­
ings of another. Doubtless, this kind of Organization has its clisad­
vautages ; but it is the best that can be constructed in present circum­
stances ; and there is no reason why we should not entertain the hope 
that, at the next meeting of the General Alliance, this Organization 
will be remodelled and perfected. But we conceive it has also its ad­
vantages, and these are other than the removal of the difficulties. ou~ of 
which it has arisen. It has substantial advantages. Its Orgamzation 
will be more plastic ; it will better meet the state and exigencies of the 
several countries to which it will extend; its action will be more prompt; 
while it need not weaken or interfere with the combined harmonious ac­
tion of the General Alliance. 
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Besides the countries named above, where it is recommeuded to form 
Organizations, there are other parts of the world, such as the East In­
dies, South America, the Cape of Good Hope, where it is expected 
branches will in due time be formed. In all these places there are 
brethren ready to enrol themselves as members of the Alliance; but 
meanwhile the number of such is not sufficiently large to warrant the 
issuing of a recommendation for the formation of branches. Organi­
zations will spring up spontaneously in these parts of the world, as 
Christians increase, and be recognised as distinct Organizations by pre­
viou~ly existing branches; it being provided that "additional branches 
be from time to time recognised as such by the concurrence of any 
three previously-existing branches." As regards "British North Ame­
rica," considerable doubt was entertained whether there was so large a 
number of brethren in the possessions of Britain at the north as to 
warrant the formation of a distinct Organization, aud whether it might 
not be better to affiliate Canada and the States. " If convenient in 
point of numbers," it was said, " to form a branch in Canada, it would 
be beautiful in point of nationality." But in British America, it was 
stated, there were already not fewer than from twenty to thirty members 
enrolled ; besides, it was pleaded, it would be more acceptable to the 
people generally to have a Canadian branch; and accordingly leave was 
given for the immediate erection of two Organizations in the American 
Continent. 

The Alliance is viewed as composed of those who have been members 
of the present Conference at London, and members and corresponding 
members of the divisions of the Provisional Committee adhering to the 
principles and objects of the Alliance. These, as members of the Ge-

• neral Alliance, have certain privileges above others. They only are enti­
tled to act in the formation of District Organizations; and they only have 
the absolute right of attending a General Conference. Others besides 
those presently enrolled may, however, become members of the general 
body. They can do so by becoming, in the first place, members of a 
District Organization. That Organization may propose them to the rest ; 
nnd if all the Organizations concur, they become members of the Ge­
neral Alliance. The Report, ns first brought in, made it impossible for any 
one to become a member of the Alliance who is not so at present, till 
the· next general meeting. This, it was believed, would greatly retard the 
growth and genernl prosperity of the Alliance; and, accordingly, the Re­
port was amended on this point, and admission into the Alliance declar­
ed practicable through the door of the Organizations. Still a tentative 
period will have to be passed through, on the part of all who become 
member~ of the general body,-a voluminous, and sometimes tedious 
correspondence, will have to take place before any name can be added 
to ihe roll of the Alliance ; but it does not seem impossible to avoid 
this consistently with the object the Conference has in view in this part 
of its Organization. . 

As regards the next general meeting, nothing is determined on, at 
least as regards the time and place. Some proposals were made to the 
effect that the year 1850 shoul,l be named. Others hoped it might not 
he impossible to assemble the Allinuce, two years hence, at the city of 
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CRh-in. The question of del<'gnt.ion to thl' grnrrnl me<'t.inO's wns left 
for fut me ronsi<leration. In order thnt the Allianc<', proper!} so cnllcd, 
should be able to meet, it is requisite thnt all the Organizations concur 
in calling it together. This must of nect>ssity be the cnse. There 
might he n large Conference with the concmrence of only the mnjority 
of the branches, but no cecumenical meeting unless all are pres('nt. 

An incident of a wry unique character tended to shed a very inter­
esting light on the last scenes of the Conference. The discussion and 
prnce~dings wh_ich had sprung out of the subject of American slavery 
were JUSt drawmg to a close, when a man of deep colour entered the 
Hall, and took his scat as a memher of the Alliance. He stated that 
he was a minister of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, in the 
United States of America, and pastor of a congregation composed part­
ly of freemen and partly of slaves in the neighbourhood of Washing­
ton ; and that the slave portion of his flock had deputed him to nppea1· 
as their representatfre in the Alliance. He had come thus late, being 
detained by an accident full of danger, but in which God had merciful­
ly preserved him. On the high seas he was overtaken by a storm ; the 
ship in which he sailed was dismasted, and compelled to r€tum to New 
York ; thence setting sail a second time, he had arrived in London just 
in time to witness the conclusion of the Conference. He then pro­
ceeded to read a document, which we regard, and which appeared to be 
generally regarded, as one of the most interesting of the documents 
given into the Alliance. We t11ke leave hereto embody that document, 
without a si11gle remark :-

" As a member of the Evangelical Alliance from the United States of 
America, having been disappointed in arriving in London at the com­
mencen1ent of the meeting, in consequence of an accident on the sea, 
the ship Empire, of New York, being dismasted July 26, and compelled 
to return to New York, I humbly beg leave, at the close, to present one 
or two thoughts upon the object of this glorious and holy Christian 
Alliance. 

"I feel nnfeignedly thankful to Almighty God for the preservation of 
my life in the midst of the most imminent danger of the sea, and for 
my safe arrival at the city of London ; and for my admission as a mem­
ber, unworthy tlwngh I am, of this great assembly, composed of the 
wise, the good, the learned, the talented, and ho.Jy servants of our com­
mon Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, from the four quarters of the 
Christian world. But while at the same time, I feel devoutly thankful 
for past and present blessings and favours, I deeply regret my loss in 
not being permitted to witness the whole proceedings of the meeting, 
and to derive the great advantages which I should have done from its 
deliberations ; but though it has been my loss, this meeting will prove 
the world's exceeding gain. The Christian community throughout the 
world will peruse with studious attention the published documents of 
this Alliance, and will derive fro.m them that instruction they will be so 
highly capable of imparting. They will find their way, like ministering 
angels, into all private society, and into all public associations of the 
Church, diffusing the wisdom of the universal, united ministry through 
e,·ery chaiwel of wide-spread Christendom, 
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"That most worthy anrl heaven-like Christian Alliance which has 
here been created nnd 11u1·t11rC'd, will go 011 to mRturity; the Christian 
world will sit un<ler the sflm@ healing stream, 1tnd will be baptised in the 
some bnptismnl-font, of holy Christian Alliai1ce ; 1tncl in this mighty 
phalanx the Church will ·go forth, in the strength of her Divine Master, 
conquering an<l to conquer. 

" Representing, as I do, onr seventeen thousand professing Chris­
tians in the United States of America, members of the African Me­
thodist Episcopal denomination, and more or less remotely three millions 
of my race I feel the sacred and high honour, as well as the great re­
sponsibility. They are men possessing, in common with the rest of the 
human family, great interests both in heaven and upon earth ; and 
though they may for a time be deprived, by frail human policy, of some 
of the privileges of the latter, yet they have faith to believe that, through 
the everlasting atonement, they will for ever enjoy the glory and hap­
piness of the former. 

"They were of opinion that their temporal and spiritual interests 
would be promoted by sending a delegate to this meeting, believing, as 
they did, that he would· be admitted a member (if properly empowered 
and recommended) of this grand Christian Alliance. They believed it 
on the ground of their faith in British soil. They believed their tempo­
ral interests would be advanced by their delegate being witness of the 
proceedings of this body on the subject of slavery, and report to them 
what he should see and hear ; and here their clelegilte would beg leave 
to say, that he has been highly gratified with that part of the proceedings 
upon that subject which he has witnessed. He thinks the Church has 
-this great work to accomplish, and that all she wants to effect is, her 
concentrated energies brought to bear, with wisdom, prudence and dis­
cretion, upon the eelightened conscience of the Church and the world ; 
and, under the guidance of the Divine hand the work will steadily and 
safely go forward, till it shall be perfected. They believed their spiritual 
interests would be enhanced by their delegate making this body ac­
qnainted with their existence as a denomination of professing Christians, 
and by asking for them an interest in the prayers of the servants of our 
common Lord; and also by stating, that they endeavour to maintain 
among them the acknowledged and pure doctrines of revelation; that 
they ask to be considered and kuown by this great meeting, as a consti­
tuent part of the allied Church of Christ, knowing but one God,-one 
Savionr, Jesus Christ,-one Spirit, the Holy Ghost,-nnd one Divine 
Revelation, given by the second Person of the adorable Trinity. 

" Feeling very thankful for that kind and Christian reception with 
which I· have met, I subscribe myself,-Your fellow-labourer in the 
vineyard of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, M. 1\1. CLARK." 

The last moments of the Conference were very npproprintely spent in 
giving thanks, first of all to God, whose hand had gui<led them through 
all their deliberations, and who had often signally interposed in their 
behalf~ in the way of removing their difficulties, and bringing about a 
wonderful harmony in thei1· conclusions. And, trnly, when we take into 
account from how many lanrls the JT,embers of this Conference had come, 
and to how many Christian denominations they brlongerl,-wheu we 
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think of the endless diversity that obtained in their previous habits, 
mode's of viewing matters, and forms of wol'ship and Chnrrh govern­
ment,-we cannot regard the marvellous hnl'mony of feeling that conti­
nued throughout, and the wonderful unanimity of judgment that was 
attained to on II number of important doctrines and on a vast variety of 
inferior though still important matters, in any other light than os a spe­
cial creation of the Holy Spirit; and, as such, it b,,comes every friend 
of the Lord Jrsus humbly to mi11gle his thanks on this account with 
those ofthe Alliance. Then, having thanked their chairman, and their 
other public serrnnts, and the American and Continental members hav­
ing, in most affectionate and Christian terms, bidden farewell to their 
brethren of Britain, the Conference, after singing a hymn, engaged in 
prayer, and the benedictio1~ being pronounced, Sir Culliug Eardley Smith 
declared the Conference dissolved. 

X.-Religious Persecution in Madeira, and in Turkey and 
Greece. 

The spirit of the natural man has in all ages and countries 
been one and the same wherever it has come into antagonism 
with the gospel. The natural man cannot discern the things 
of God-he loves darkness rather than light, because his deeds 
are evil. The gospel is the light of heaven and reveals the 
darkness of sin. When the dark spirits of this earth are roused 
and brought to the light of the gospel, they take counsel against 
the Lord and his truth and his servants ; and as in the days of 
the apostles, where they cannot silence or intimidate, they will 
persecute even unto death. There is no form of fallen human 
nature more tyrannical or cruel against the agents of the truth 
than the awakened supporters of a corrupt religion and inter­
ested priesthood. These remarks will find abundant confirma­
tion in the following statements of the priestly persecutions of 
the churches of Rome, and Greece, and of the Armenians in 
Turkey. Our brethren in Turkey, Greece; and Madeira, need 
all our sympathy and prayers. Let us all bend om· spirits at a 
throne of Grace, that their faith may not fail, and that they may 
not only be faithful, hut come off more than conquerors through 
Him who hath loved them.-Ens. C. C. 0. 

RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY AT MADEIRA, 

MADEIRA, August 12.-0n the afternoon .of the 2d of August, the 
Canon Carlos Telles, accompanied by a mob of the lowest rabble in 
town, assaulted sewral individuals, men and women, who were said to 
have been in the house of the Misses Rutherford (two English ladies 
residing here for their health), for the purpose of reading the Bible and 
praying: The priest, with a crucifix in his hand, commenced the affray 
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by beating one of those persons who was qnietly walking home. At 
night the same mob broke into the house of the Misses Rutherford, 
and under the pretence of searching for heretics rummaged all the pre­
mises, even to the chamber where one of the ladies was lying danger­
ously ill. The police, on. being called to interfere, entered the house, 
and pretended to restore order, but it was evident that it was their 
intention rather to enco11rnge than to quell the riot; three men only, 
out of an immense crowd who filled the house, were taken up, and even 
these were allowed to escape under the plea that they were quietly 
passing by at the moment, and were only accidental spectators. The 
authorities took no steps either to punish the priest or any of the rab­
ble, or to prevent the recurrence of similar outrages, beyond an attempt 
to cover their connivance by calling witnesses before the police magis­
trate to depose what they knew of the matter, but only such were called 
11s they knew would misrepresent the affair, and not criminate the priest 
or any of the rioters. It w11s a most shameful and impudent farce. 

On the Monday and subsequent days it was publicly talked of in 
town, that a larger mob intended on the Sunday following to attack the 
house of Dr. Kalley, destroy and burn his property, and put the doctor 
forcibly on board the English steamer, which was expected to arfrfe on 
that day, and thus expel him from the island; the signal for the ga­
thering of the mob to be a rocket fired from a certain house in town. 
To the astonishment and terror of every respectable person in town, 
no measures were taken by the authorities to prevent the commission of 
this piece of barbarism, beyond placing a guard of only sixteen soldiers 
at Dr. Kalley's door. 
. Sunday noon the expected rocket was fired, nnd an immense mob, 
armed with clubs, began to gather on the Praca Constitutional, and 
very soon afterwards commenced their march to Dr. Kalley's house; 
it is hardly credible, but not the less a fact, that they were accompanied 
in their march by the civil governor and police-master, the brother of 
the latter being one of the p1-incipal rioters! Arrived at Dr. Kalley's 
house, they forced open his doors, broke into the house, destroyed his 
furniture, opened every chest, drawer, and closet in the house, threw 
all his library and papers into the street, and set fire to them ! The 
soldiers offered no resistance-the mob had every thing their own way 
(the· civil governor and police-master being present, and in the house 
all the time) ; and such a scene of outrage ensued as would disgrace 
the darkest age of monkish persecution ! Fortunately, the doctor had 
left the premises some time before, and had, while they were eng11ged 
in the destruction of his house, effected bis escape on board the Eng­
lish packe.t steamer. When the mob were informed that he was already 
safe on bo11rd, they compelled the English Consul to proceed on board 
and produce the Doctor, that they might be convinced of the 
fact, threatening violence to his (the Consul's) person and property 
if he refnsed. The Consul, thus compelled, accordingly did go on 
board, and induced Doctor Kalley to appear to those who had gone 
off in boats. Since then, no inquiry has been made--no proceedings 
have taken place against the authors and perpetrators of this most 
infamous act; and such is ihe panic, in consequence of the shameful 
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apath~· and connivance of the authorities, that Sl'\'eral English families 
lrn'l'e already gone on board the vessels in the roadstead, in order to be 
secure from insult. 

The military governor had the troops in barmrks, and 1111drr arm~ 
during the riot, ready to march when required by the ci\"il authorities ; 
but no demand was made for military interference. It. was not, there­
fore, want of necessary force; it was want of will. They had some­
time baek, you well know, instituted a legal prost>cutiou against Dr. 
Kalley, in which they failed. They now determined to get rid of him 
by violence, and succeeded.-Nonconforinist. 

INCREASE AND PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTS IN THE TURKISH 

DOMINIONS. 

(From the Corresponaent of the Morning Chi·onicle.) 
Constantinople, August 27, I 846 

Protestantism (by which word understand chiefly Gospel reading) is 
fiery day in this country assuming an increased importance. Two 
years ago it was hardly, in this part of the world, heard of, and is now 
an object of anxious attention, both to the Porte and to foreign states. 
Twenty years ago Protestant missionaries from America first came to 
Turkey, but for eighteen out of the twenty years they have been here 
their work was so silent, and apparently so resultless, that it was a 
common reproach to them that they came to the East merely on ac­
count of the good salaries attached to their sinecure, as it was supposed, 
functions. I have heard myself this, in scorn, said of them. But all 
this time these men have been most arduously employed. They have 
learned thoroughly all the Eastern languages-Turkish, Persian, Arahic, 
Armenian and modem Greek. They have translated the entire Bible 
into Armenian, Persian, and Turkish, and distributed of these trans­
lations many thousand copies. Numerous other religious books have 
also been translated by them into Persian and Armenian ; e.ud the press 
they have established in Smyrna is in constant acti,•ity to give to East­
erns the choicest religious literature of Protestant countries. At this 
moment e. translation of Merle D'Aubigne's History of the Reforma­
tion is in preparation for a very wide circulation. The_gratuitous schools 
too, these missionaries have founded are very numerous. Here they 
have several, of which one may be called a college, and in the Lebanon 
fortv ; but these, in consequence of the late distmbed state of the 
mo1intains, are not at present in a very effective state. In other parts of 
Syria, and at Trebizond and Erzeroum, their boarding and day schools 
at least amount to as many more ; and in all these places, and several 
others it would be tedious to enumerate, they have regular congrega­
tions, not numerous, of course, but steady. All. this work however, 
though bishops and priests have now and then made in particular spots 
a noisy and t.yrannic opposition to it,• excited no public attention what­
ever, till the Armenian patriarch, as I lately wrote to you, deemed it 
right to anathematise the gospel readers of his nation, and excommu­
nicate them from their national church. Since then, and in conse­
quence of that measure, an evaugelical or gqspel church ha,·ing been re-
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cognisrd by the Pot'te in vizrrial letters, mnch greater importance has 
been attached to the proceedings of the gospel readers than before ; 
nud Protestant,ism-for so I hnd, perhaps, better call this religious 
movement-is brcoming ns conspicuous, and as much feared in this em­
pirr, as it was, till within less than the last year, obscure and despised. 

Certain eveuts that have lately taken place at F.rzeroum, Trebizond, 
and in the Anti-Lebanon, which I have now to mention, will justify 
this preamble, by which I wish to bespeak the special attention of your 
readers. 

At Erzeroum there are two American missionaries, Mr. Peebody and 
Dr. Smith. The former has been resident in that city six years, and 
the latter only two. On his first arrival, Dr. Smith, who is a doctor of 
medicine as well as a missionary (several of the missionaries combine 
the two characters), distributed many Persian and Armenian bibles and 
tracts in towns and villages situated on the Euphrates. On many of 
these spots there are now, in consequence, gospel-reading fraternities, 
and very recently the priest Vertumnes, he who was anathematised by 
the Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople, was sent to visit these vil­
lagers. On his return to Erzeroum, several of them, wishing to converse 
with Dr. Smith, accompanied him. Their arrival in that city with the 
apostate priest, as he is called, caused a good deal of stir among the 
Armenians. As they kept themselves very quiet, they were not at first 
molested. But the Armenian bishop wished to know to what number 
the Gospellers in the province, independently of those in the town, 
might amount ; and to gain this information he addressed himself to a 
priest of the Armenian Church, of the name of Agoub, who was known 
to hold frequeut intercourse with them. This priest, on being ques­
tioned, avowed, to the astonishment of the bishop, that he himself was 
one of the obnoxious sect. He said that the instructions of the Ameri­
cans in no way tended to separate the Armenians from their national 
church ; that the object was rather to iutroduce a large scriptural 
knowledge into that church, before which all practices and doctrines 
incompatible with it would gradually disappear, than to occasion sepa­
l'ations and divisions, which were always attended with evil passions, 
whereby a good cause could not fail to be much impeded and damaged. 
He so justified himself in remaining, with the sentiments he entertain­
ed, still a member and a priest of his national church. The bishop, 
having heard so much, would. heur no more. He threatened the priest 
Agoub in the most violent language, and turned him out of his house. 
This being quickly known, the poor man was mobbed in the streets. 
He considered his life in danger, and as he knew it was the purpose of 
the bishop to have him arrested, that he might be imprisioned or ex­
iled, he took refuge in the house of Dr. Smith, where the priest Yer­
tumnes, and his companions, were lodged. Dr. Smith was at this time 
absent from Erzeroum. The greatest excitement prevailed among the 
orthodox Armenians, and as soon as they learnt that the heretics were 
in the house of the missionnry, a mob of them surrounded it, shrieking 
out the most shocking imprecations aud execrations against its inmates. 
Their violence did not stop here. They broke open the door of the 
house, and mshed in, crying " Down with the heretics ! Down with 
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the heretics!" They seized 11t once upon the two priests 11nrl the villa• 
gers, whom they would probabl~- have fa~ally injured had not these per­
sons been promptly rescued out of their hamls by the ecclesiastical 
authority, and sent to prison (whence nil of them, except Ao-oub, have 
bee!1 since liberated)_. No autho~ity, howewr, ~nterposed fo prevent 
their completely guttmg the dwellmg of Dr. Suuth. They defaced its 
walls, d11m11f,:ed or destroyed all its furniture, and burnt all the doctor's 
b~oks and papers ; ou which papers, I nm told, he set a very high nlue. 
Vt hen there was no more mischief to be done, the police appeared, and 
the mob dispersed The Armenians now became alarmed nt what had 
happened, and the bishop and another very rich individual of that na­
tion wrote to Mr Brandt, our consul, whose protection the American 
missionaries at Erzeroum have always claimed, to say that, if Mr. Brandt 
would make no report of this outbreak to our embassy at Constanti­
nople, they would undertake to reimburse Dr. Smith for all the loss 
he had sustained. Of course, this proposal of compromise was indig­
nantly rejected, and a full report of the whole matter has been forward­
ed to Mr. Wellesley. 

The most important fact connected with this affair I have yet to 
mention. Reschid Pasha was, when he first heard of it (I don't know 
'lll•hether he is so now), strongly inclined to adopt very severe measures 
against the American missionaries. He insisted that Dr. Smith should 
be expelled from Erzeroum and declared it his intention to put down 
proselytism by all the means at the disposal of the Ottoman Govern­
ment. This is remarkable, for it was but the other day that he recog­
nised the existence of an evaugelical church iu the empire, and pro­
claimed the indifferent resptct of the Porte for the freedom of all creeds 
in the most emphatic manner. Wheuce, then, can come this declara­
tion age.inst proselytism, merely with reference to the labours of the 
American missionaries ? The query may be easily answered. Those 
states whose political interests are identified with the power and increase 
of the Greek and Roman churches in this country naturally behold with 
great jealonsy the rise of a new religious power in the east hostile to them 
both, and use, of course, all their influence to persuade the Turkish 
ministry that Protestantism is a dangerous thing, ever productive of dis­
sensions and troubles where it prevails ; and all these powerful organisa­
tions, the great churches of this empire, insist unquestionably on the same 
argument till the Porte may have come to adopt it itself. Besides, Reschid 
Pasha has much sagacity and insight; he may himself see very clearly 
that the new Christian sect is very w11ike the Christian communities the 
Moslem had for so many centuries trodden under his hoof; that its spread 
may introduce new ideas and a new order of things, which it may be very 
difficult and perilous to deal with ; and, in addition to this, it must be 
admitted that the gospel doctrines do especially in this country provoke 
very bitter opposition, and so exasperate the p~ss_ions ?f those who_ re­
ject them, that almost everywhere where the m1ss10nanes are establish­
ed, there the tranquillity of families is more or less disturbed ; and so 
far from looking forward to the cessation of these effects from t~eir 
labours, one must anticipate their increase, e".en in _the same prop?rt1011 
as their labours are successful. These cons1dernt1ons may exple.m the 
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ill-will Rcschid Pnshn is snid to entertain towards the go!!pel readers, 
and the measures he is disposed to take in order to check the diffusion 
of their creed. 

Mr. Brown, the chief dragoman of the American mission, left this 
yesterday for Erzeroum, where he is gone on the business I am now 
writing of. He will endeavour to compose matten betwren the mis­
sionaries and the Armenian ecclesiastics, and will see that Dr. Smith is 
re-imbursed for the loss he has suffered. Mr. ,vellesley has also sent 
in a strong note to the Porte, objecting in the most forcible terms to 
the expulsion of Dr. Smith from Erzeroum, not only because the act 
itself would be one of the most flagrant injustice, but also because it 
would furnish a precedent by virtue of which the American mission­
aries might be one by one removed from their congregations, and 
expelled out of Turkey. Col. ,villiams, the English commissioner at 
Erzeroum, and Mr. Redhouse, the English interpreter there, have written 
to Mr. Wellesley, giving a high testimony in favour of the .'\merican 
missionaries of that place generally, and especially showing that Dr. 
Smith, in the affair in question, is completely without blame ; indeed, 
altol(ether a stranger to it, as he was not present when it took place. 

About three weeks ago fifteen Protestants, or gospel readers, of the 
town of Hesbeyah, in the _Anti-Lebanon, who had some three or four 
years ago belonged to the Greek Church, were, by order of the Pasha 
of Damascus, on the demand of the Greek bishop, driven at the point 
of the bayonet, by Turkish soldiers, into the Church, from which they 
had seceded. The soldiers accompanied them into the building, and 
endeavoured in vain to make them kiss the pictures which were hung 
up round its walls. They were obliged, howe,·er, to remain during the 
whole time of the service. For this brutal outrage no satisfaction has 
been obtained from the Turkish Government. 

I have dwelt a good deal on the subject of this letter, because I feel 
convinced that the religious movement here, which I have called Pro­
testantism, will every day, whilst left free, receive an increasingly rapid 
and wide extension. It will thus concentre against itself many enemies. 
The powerfully organised ecclesiastical establishments of this country 
and the Government of the Porte will make joint efforts to suppress it. 
Russia and France, seeing an element of political power in it, which 
they cannot themselves make use of, and which must be hostile to their 
views on this empire, will endeavour, as much as in them lies, to keep 
it down, 01· to extirpate it. In churchmen of the shovel-hat school of 
theology in no part of the world will it fiud friends or sympathy ; and 
I should not he at all surprised if, for a while, at a time near at hand, 
the American missionaries and their congregations should be obliged 
to succumb before the opposition that from so many quarters at once 
threatens to assail them. But of this I feel sure, that looking forward 
into no very distant future, the work, which these missionaries are 
engaged in, whatever obstructions and stoppages it may meet with, will 
flomish mightily in the East. -Ibid. 

VOL. VII, 6 E 
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RELIGIOUS INTOI.ERANCE IN GREECE. 

Dr. King, the dernted Ame1ica11 missionary at Athens, published, 
5ome time ago, a book against the worship of the Virgin Murv ; and 
for this he not only has to stand his trial, with the probable issue of 
imprisonment, _but his li(e is. in danger from a murderous mob, instigat­
ed by some priests. His tnal was to have come ou at Syra, for which 
place he left in a steamer from Athens on the 21st of July. The trial, 
it seems, was postponed, and Dr. King was prevented from going on 
shore, in consequence of the warnings of his legal advisers, who inform­
ed him that the priests had collected a large crowd around the Court­
house, waiting his arrfral. He returned to Athens. " I have every 
reason to believe," says Dr. King in a letter published in the Witness, 
•• that there was a murderous plan deeply laid by the priesthood at Athens 
and Syra, to rid themselves of .me at once ; and that they thought 
themselves sure of their prey. But the Lord turned their counsel into 
foolishness, rendered all their designs vain, and they now feel disap­
pointed and enraged that I am not yet condemned-that I am still in 
the land of the living." He adds : " [ have learned, from a source 
which I deem worthy of confidence, that there are about fifty persons 
combined here, who are determined to kill me, and it seems that this 
is known to the • Holy Synod.' A certain person, who is very friendly 
to my wife, having learned this in a very direct manner, immediately 
sent his wife to inform my wife of this, namely, that they intended, 
when I should go out, to kill me; and that, if they could not accomplish 
this in any other way, they would come and burn my house ! I have 
no doubt they are waiting for me [July 24] to go out that they may 
take away my life. I have all the doors of my garden locked or barred, 
though I do not much expect an assault to-day. I think it more pro­
bable that they will choose next Sunday for the attack, rather than this 
day." Sir Edmund Lyons, the British Ambassador, having learned 
the danger to which he was exposed, called, and very kindly offered him, 
in case of need, British protection.-Jb,id. 

REVIEW. 

C. C. Taciti de situ, moribus, populisque Germaniae libel/us; 
necnon Cn. J. Agricolae vita, ~c. Cura G. C. Fyfe, Calcuttae, 
~c. 1846. (Baptist Mission Press.) 

An edition of a Roman classical author, published at Calcutta, 
is a novelty which deservedly claims attention. It may be 
doubted whether this is not the very first attempt of the kind 
that has ever been made on the banks of the Ganges. Greatly 
are we rejoiced to see it, and we hope that it may prove the 
harbinger of an increased cultivation of classical literatme in 
these Eastern regions. 
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We are fully aware that the influence of studying the classic!! 
of ancient Greece and Rome is 11ot attended with unmixed good. 
Those classical authors were all heathens and idolaters; and 
many of them immoral characters. Heathe11ish sentiments and 
sinful principles run through all their tvritings ; and so:ne of 
their productions are of a tendency so pernicious, that their pre­
servation through the dark ages may be considered as an afflic­
tive rnther than a joyfnl event. Many a youth whom we could 
name first became acquaintec.l, through the medium of classical 
literature or of books iutenc.led to elncic.late it, with immoral 
sentiments which he could never have found in any author 
that had a place on the book-shelves of his parents, nor learned 
from conversation with any member of their domestic circle. 
And it certainly is a common occurrence that youths familiar 
with the pages of antiquity, cease to feel that the religious 
systems of Greece and Rome formed a part, and indeed a 
principal part, of that idolatry which is an abomination to the 
God of holiness, and against which the gospel of Christ wages 
a war of extermination. 

In forming a c01·rect estimate of the value of classical studies 
this most dangerous tendency should always be taken into ac­
count. For should they produce such bitter fruits as a matter 
of necessity, then assuredly they could only be deserving of 
utter condemnation: and no concomitant benefit which might 
rP-sult from them, could be considered a counterpoise to the 

. mischief they would cause. If they of necessity undermine all 
moral principle, and throw a deceptive halo about heathenism and 
idolat1·y, any advantage they can confer is too dearly bought. 

The1·e can be no doubt that the method, according to 1vhich 
classical studies are prosecuted in many a seminary of education 
in Europe, in many a grammar school and many a uni\·ersity, 
must almost of necessity lead to the lamentable results to which 
we have now adverted. The G1·eek and Roman classics are 
indiscriminately prnised, and held up as patterns not only in 
those things in which they 1·eally are patterns; but in every 
imaginable point of view. Authors are studied at school, a 
translation of which would not be tolemted at home (such as 
Ovid) ; and explanatory works are put into the hands of youths, 

• which abound with most objectionable matter (such as Lem­
priere'!f dictionar)'). 

But we fully believe that it is practicable to prosecute classi­
cal studies, even in schools, in a manner, or rather in a spirit, 
which may neutralize the evil tendency which they so easily 
have, and at the same time secure all the important advantages 
which may undoubtedly be derived from them. If the teacher 
is careful in the selection of works to be studied, and faithful iu 
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the remarks he makes upon them, neady all the mischief will 
be obviated, and none of the profit will be lost. 

The educational value of classical studies is a subject on which 
many volumes have been written, and many a literary warfa1·e 
waged.* Yet considering the place where, and the public fo1· 
which we write, it may not be wholly undesirable briefly to 
point out the leading advantages to be derived from those studies, 
advantages which we conceive to be peculiarly important in re­
ference to youths of mixed or unmixed Eurnpean descent who 
receive their education in this country. 

l.-The first of these advantages is, an acquaintance with 
grammar and the structure of language in general. Many of the 
modern languages of Europe, such as the French and Italian, 
and more particularly the English, are too simple in their gram­
matical structure to enable young people of ordinary talents to 
form a clear idea of grammar. In F1·ench and Italian there are, 
strictly speaking, no cases, as far as the nouns are concerned ; 
the oblique cases are represented by prepositions, whilst the 
objective case is always the same with the nominative. In Eng­
lish there exists a possessive case, clumsily -formed 'from his, 
but it is not much used. If it we1·e not for the prnnouns, there 
would be no possibility of drawing a clear distinction between 
the different cases: the pronouns, or at least some of them, have 
distinct cases, which are principally learned by practice, but 
which, having no counterpart in the nouns, are too often used 
erroneously, as any one may easily see, who will examine the 
nse of than with a pronoun following. Sentences, like, I am 
taller than him, are of frequent occurrence even among well 
educated people, and in printed books ; and why ? because 
if than were followed by_ a noun, it would be impossible, in 
French or English, to make a mistake. Who, in saying, I love 
him more than his brother, takes the trouble to think that bro-
ther is the objective case? . 

In French and Italian the conjugation of verbs is very full 
and abounds in forms and terminations, but it is not so in Eng­
lish. V\rith the exception of two or three verbs, the same form 
will do for the singular and the plural number, and for each 
person, excepting the third person singular. Before the form 
go you may put, I, we, you, or they, without making a mistake. 
What is the consequence of this great facility? Clearly this, that 
from studying such a language it is almost impossible to obtain 

• We remember listening once to a speech, delivered by a professor before 
" large audience composed of ladies and gentlemen of all ranks, in which 
he laboured to prove, with great dexterity, that no one could lay claim to 
t11e honour of being an educated person, who had not thoroughly studied 
the Ancient Greek grammar. 
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a correct idea of grammar. The pronouns which are provided 
with cases, and the few verbs, which have different terminations 
fo1· the different persons, are practically considered as idiomatic 
exceptions which must be committed to. memory, rather than 
as keys to the structure of language. 

This great simplicity and facility of grammatical structure 
leads the learne1· of English to feel that in the acquisition of 
that language his main difficulty consists in laying hold of idio­
matic phrases, and in mastering the idiomatic use of the pre­
positions and other particles, all which is more an exercise of 
memory than anything else. 

To a person acquainted only with a language so extremely 
simple in its grammatical structure as the English, the study of 
any other language must appear very difficult on account of the 
greater number and diversity of grammatical forms. 

If ,ve suppose a person to be acquainted with Fren·ch only, 
be will have to encounter a similar difficulty on the field of syn­
tax. In French prose the order of words is irrevocably fixed: 
there is perhaps no other language in the world tied down to 
such strict rules, simple and rational enough in themselves. 
When a F1·enchman studies English or German (or any lan­
guage not closely related to his own by common descent from 
the Latin), the first thing which bewilders him, is the very 
unmilitary liberty which the words possess of standing where 
they please, instead of falling into regula1· rank and file . 

. Now whoever studies the Latin grammar in his youth, will 
never experience any of the difficulties referred to. The 
Latin grammar is rich in forms, both in the declensions and 
conjugations: its syntax is guided by very strict rules, which 
howeve1· admit of great liberty : and the language is not marked 
by numemus in-egularities, nor rendered perplexing by a great 
variety of idiomatic phrases: in short it is just the language 
calculated, by its diversified, yet regular grammatical stmcture, 
to give to the learner a clear and p1·etty complete view of gene­
ral grammar, without troubling him with a great numbe1· of 
idiomatical peculiarities. In this respect we believe that no 
modern language of western and southern Europe equals it ; 
certainly none of those derived from either German or Latin 
comes up to it. The Sanscrit language is far too difficult of 
acquisition; and the Greek far too foud of freedom, to answer 
the same purpose equally well; whilst the Hebrew differs too 
widely from the languages of the West. 

The study of Latin grammar therefore may confidently be 
considered as the royal road to the acquisition of languages in 
gene1·al, and to the full comprehension of one's own mother~ 
tongHe in particula1· ; not to speak of the peculiar assistance it 
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affords to the student of the languages of southern Europr. 
,vhoe\·er has mastered the Latin 11;ramma1·, has ove1·come one 
half of the difficulties, which the grammar of any other Euro­
pean language can present to him. 

2.-The second advantag-e to be derived from classical stu­
dies. is tltei1· invi_qoratin;q in}faence on the reaMnin,r; powers. 

It is impossible to translate a line either from or into Greek 
or Latin, without hm·ing to apply certain rules of syntax. Ow­
ing to the simplicity of declension and conjugation, and to the 
regular arnmg·ement of words, which prevail in modern lan­
guages, the rer!ding and speaking and writing of them is 
comparatively a matter of practice, not of reasoning. But it 
is not so in Greek or Latin ; in these languages the exercise of 
the reasoning powers is required, for a long time, if a single 
sentence is to be correctly understood or written or spoken. 
This may be made evident by a simple reference to the fact, 
that whilst in most modern languages parsing is calculated to 
puzzle the learner rather than to assist him, in Greek and. Latin 
he cannot get on at all without it, whether he practice it aloud 
or silently. This constant exercise of the rea!';oning faculties is 
calculated to strengthen them to an almost incredible degree: 
and it is from a desire to secure this immense advantage that 
we express it as our firm conviction, that the practice of writ­
ing in Greek and Latin ought always to form a prominent part 
of a classical education. We attach no importance whatever 
to the practice of writing Greek and Latin poetry: we think 
to cultivate that practice is little better than pedantry, but 
writing Greek or Latin prose is a different matter. He who 
can do it correctly and with ease, is a greater logician than he 
would be, if he had gone a hundred times through Whately's 
Treatise on Logic. 

The study of mathematics is perhaps equally useful in this 
respect: and it is for this very reason that we think that geo­
metry (which might be made an easy study) should always be 
studied after Euclid's fashion, with all the den1onstrations at 
length. But it is certain that all minds are not capable of study­
ing mathematics; and it cannot be denied that mathematics a1·e 
a structure erected upon a 'l'ery narrow basis, however firn1 and 
immoveable it may be. Some half dozen axioms are the whole 
foundation, on which the human intellect has reared for itself a 
towering monument which has succeeded in reaching unto 
heaven, at least to the visible heavens. The man who has 
studied only mathematics, may be an amazingly clever man, 
and yet posseBSed of very few ideas of general knowledge. We 
are of course only speaking of pure mathematics, not of mathe­
matics as allied' to the sciences. And whilst we deprecate the 
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e.1:clu.~ioe !'ltucly of mathematics (as it uRed to be cMriecl on in 
the Ecole polytech11it1ue at Paris), nothing can be further 
rnmoved from Olli' i11te11tion, than to depreciate in the slightest 
deg1·ee the stnrly of nm.thematics, as one of the main branches 
of education. To depl'eciate that study would, in our opinion, 
he a mad attempt to stem the tide of modern civilization, and 
to roll back the car of Time to the dreal'y wilds of the middle ages. 

We have no desire unduly to exalt classical studies, but we 
believe that they fol'm a most useful complement to mathema­
tics; for if their effect in strengt!-iening the reasoning powers is 
not greater, they certainly combine with it a greater expansion 
of the mind, and a richer supply of genel'al knowledge. 

It is not merely the first rules of syntax which are calculated 
to keep the 1·easoning powers in a state of constant healthful 
exercise, but even the finer peculiarities of the ancient languages, 
such as in Latin the use of the tenses, or in Greek the use of 
certain conjunctions. Thus in Greek el and U.v both mean if; 
but el prnperly belongs to the speculative and theoretical range 
of ideas, whilst id.v belongs to practical life. So intimately is 
this use of the two conjunctions blended with the language, 
that even the writers of the New Testament have rarely depart­
ed from it. The apostle Paul, when referring to the possibility 
of himself or an angel preaching another gospel, uses U.v, because 
by naming himself, the supposition was represented as one that 
belonged to practical life. But immediately afterwards, when 
~e removed the supposition to the them·etical world, by saying, 
1f any one preach another gospel, he uses el, The fact that U.v 
must always be construed with the subjunctive mood, whilst 
,i neve1· cau have that mood, occasionally obscures this differ­
ence, othenl'ise it would be pe1·ceived in every in_stauce.*-Again 
the use of the present and the aorist tenses in any other than 
the indicative mood, is very suggestive. The aorist is use<l 
when one isolated act is referred to; the present, when a whole 
series of habitual acts is referred to. Thus -,pcl,pe and -,pclif,ov both 
mean write; but -,p&if,ov refers to one particular case, as write this 
letter, or write to-day, whilst -ypcl,pe is a general piece of ad\·ice, 
encouraging the person add1·essed to engage in writing habitu­
ally. Peculiarities like these, which run through every Greek 
writer, are catculated to sharpen the intellectual faculties in a 
degree sca1·cely to be dreamt of by those who a1·e not familiar 
with such studies. 

" The importance of such apparent trifles may be perceived from a refer­
ence to the passage 2 Cor. iv. 3. " IF our gospel be hid." The use of ,l 
in 'this passage at once shows that the apostle there makes no personal re­
flections upon certain false teachers, lrnt merely expresses a theoretical truth, 
general in its application. 
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3.-The third great advantage is the enlor,qement of tlie mind, 
by itis being brought in contact with a strange world, and a 
world well worth being acquainted with. It is generally and 
justly believed that travelling to distant places and foreign lands 
enlarges the mind, provided the traveller be an intelligent man. 
In like manner the study of a foreign literature also enlarges the 
mind, by making it acquainted with new feelings, new thoughts, 
new views of things, &c. &c. 

Now the study of the G1·eek and Latin authors is attended 
by the same advantage, and that in an eminent degree. The 
student (not the mere tyro) is introduced to the busy world of 
Greece, with its acute reasoners, its pensive tragedians, its angry 
politicians and warriors. And these men of Greece were not (like 
those to which Sanscrit literature introduces us) mere crafty 
priests, or credulous listeners, or metaphysical aeronauts, or 
amusing story-tellers, but men of great minds and powerful in­
tellects, and very practical in their judgment. The goo:l com­
mon sense of nearly all the Greek authors of the classical age is 
one of their principal characteristics, and eminently instructive. 

Roman literature is instructive in another way; it is the fruit 
of military and political power and grandeur : it reveals to us 
a much more extensive scene than the literature of Greece, but 
is also tinctured with far stronger political prejudices. Cresar 
and Napoleon reasoned much in the same way about foreign 
politics and international justice. Cicero's letters would probably 
be found to resemble those of Talleyrand pretty closely, if the 
letters of the latter were published. The age of Augustus and 
Tiberius resembled that of Lewis XIV. and XV. and we hardly 
know a more remirrkable historical parallel than that betwee;1 
the Roman Empire and the British Empire in India : with this 
vast difference that the spirit of -the B1·itish government is infi­
nitely superior to that of the Roman government. 

To become acquainted with the ablest men of G1·eece and 
Rome, with their philosophical systems, their views of daily life 
and political matters, and the institutions of their age and coun­
try, must greatly enlarge the mind. It did so on a large scale 
in the age which preceded and in that which witnessed the Re­
formation; and although the human intellect then made strides 
so gigantic that it is no longer possible now to advance so 
rapidly, and although the then recent invention of printing 
contributed not a little to the 'railway march of intellect, yet it 
is impossible that the study of the classics should have ceased 
to be attended, in an humbler degree, with the same advantage. 

4.-The cultivation of a refined taste in literary composition 
is an advantage, which being universally acknowledged, we shall 
not enlarge upon. We believe no one will deny, that the best 
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models of composition, in almost every department of literature, 
are found among the classical authors. In the Greek writers 
nature displays her beauties, in the Roman writers art; and 
neither the one no1· the other have, we believe, ever been 
exhibited to greater advantage. 

5.-The civilization and literature of modern Europe having, 
in a great measure, been derived from that of Greece or Rome, 
we might assert, that there is much, very much, in modern 
literature, which can scarcely be fully understood or appreciated 
by those who are not acquainted with the classics. Milton is 
full of allusions to the classics, and in the Paradise Lost the 
classical schola1· discovers a very successful, and at the same 
time sanctified, imitation of ancient classical poetry. Unhap­
pily much that has been borrowed from antiquity by modern 
literature, is not good. Ancl on the other hand it should never 
be forgotten, that if the latter has received from the classics 
much that is valuable, it has derived from the Bible and Chris­
tianity all that is invaluable. 

6.-For the Christian philosopher, especially for one living 
in a heathen land, classical literature possesses a peculiar, but 
mournful interest. It is the noblest monument of human na­
ture, unaided by grace and revelation. The men of Greece and 
Rome were thoughtful, intelligent and practical men, who could 
,vield theii· pens with consummate ability: but how little do 
they know of God and his will, his providence and his justice, 
nay even of right and wrong! and how little use do they make 
of what they do know! 

\Ve ,a1·e not acquainted with any writings mm·e calculated to 
show the insufficiency of human reason and human nature than 
some of the philosophical writings of Cicero, and some of his 
letters and the writings of Plutarch, intended to open up sources 
of consolation whence the heart, torn by affliction and bereave­
ment, might obtain relief. How utterly insufficient all their at­
tempts are to polll" the healing balm upon a wounded heart ! 
One need-only peruse such writings to be convinced that man 
is a temple of God, bearing the inscription of lcHABOD: a 
noble ruin, from which the glory has departed. 

Viewed in this light, we have no hesitation to affirm that a 
missionary may derive great benefit from the study of the an­
cient classics, if his conscience allows him to devote sufficient 
time to such an employment to reap the benefit. In most 
other respects, the Greek literat111·e is more interesting than the 
Latin ;. but in this particular respect Roman grandeur and mag­
nificence forms the greatest contrast with Roman nothingness 
and despondency. 

VOL, VII, 6 F 
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The considerations in which we hal'e indulged, lead us to the 
firm comiction that for lads born and educated in this country, 
who by their descent are connected with Europe, whilst by 
their circumstances they are cut off from it, the study of classi­
cal literatme is most desirable. Such youths are exposed to the 
danger (certainly not unimportant) of acquiring few ideas and 
having an enfeebled intellect: the study of the classics will 
enlarge their minds and strengthen thei1· faculties. They are 
too much exposed to Asiatic influences: the study of the clas­
sics would se1Te as a corrective, and p1·epare them to receive 
genuine European impressions in their full fo1·ce. Such youths 
very seldom learn any of the Indian languages grammatically: 
let them study Latin, and they will find it more pleasant and 
easy, to study Urdn and Bengali thoroughly. 

That which appears the shortest way, is not always the safest 
way. For ages the shortest way of propagating potatoes has 
been to cut up the roots and put the pieces in the ground : but 
this now proves no longer a safe way. Had the cultivators put 
the balls into the ground, they would have had to wait two or 
three years, before the roots would have attained thei1· full size, 
but probably the plants would have remained healthy, and the 
present distress been obviated. In like manner it may seem the 
shortest way of infusing European feelings, to teach the Eng­
lish and other languages of modern Europe only ; but probably 
the studv of the classics would lead to a more durable and more 
perfect ;esult. 

We are glad to gather from the edition of Tacitus's Germania 
and Agricola, the title of which we have placed at the head of 
this article, that the classics are studied in the Parental Aca­
demic Institution with such vigor, that some of its pupils are 
considered fit to read Tacitus. And we are glad that that insti­
tution is not the only one in which such studi~s are pursued. 

But the study of the classics requires to be carried on fot· a 
number of years : and during the first three or four years it 
appears to every boy a sad drudgery. However useful the Latin 
grammar may be, we have never yet met with a boy who really 
liked it. Now after having toiled for five years in mastE'ring the 
elements, and then begun to taste the first fruits of one's labour, it 
must be very discouraging (especially to the youthful age which 
is not noted for patience) to find that in the actual world out of 
school classical studies are at a discount. We make this re­
mark, because from the prospectus of the projected Calcutta 
University, which appears to have been drawn up under the 
influence of the utilitarian spirit of the age, we perceive that 
very little value is set upon classical learning by t~ose to whose 
care the interests of public education are committed. This we 
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regret, because we consider it a great mistake; and we hope 
that the erro1· will be rectified ere it is too late. 

The edition of Tacitus's Germania and Agricola which has 
occasioned these remarks, is very neatly printed : there are 
some e1T01·s of the press, which can only be regretted ; but it is 
quite as correct as conld he expected in this country. The punc­
tuation of the text, we think, is rather too minute. The brief 
English notes are for the most part very good: we have, how­
ever, marl<ed a few which we think are not quitP- correct, but 
they refer to mere trifles; and with regard to a few more it has 
occul'l'ed to us that they ought to be superfluous for youths 
who are able to read Tacitus. We were much pleased with the 
index in which the names of persons, tribes and places are 
explained. 

The two small works contained in this neat volume are among 
the most interesting which can be found in the whole compass 
of Latin literature; and the slyness of Tacitus, who chose these 
subjects to read a lecture to his own countrymen, gives them 
an additional charm. We sincerely hope that Mr. Fyfe will not 
be a lose1· by this effort to promote the efficiency and raise the 
character of th~ institution, ove1· which he presides. 

J. w. 

;flllillllionar!! 1111b i\eligiou!l Jfntrlligmcr. 

1.-MISSIONARY AND ECCLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS, 

The Rev. D. G. Watt, of the London Mission, and destined for the new 
hill station, Almorah, arrived in Calcutta on the Monarch. Mrs. Watt, we 
regret to add, fell asle~p in Jesus on the passage a few weeks after her 
departure from England. It was in her heart to sen·e the Lord. Mr. Watt 
has left Calcutta for Almorah. Rev. R. C. Mather, Mrs. Mather and family, 
of the London Mission, Mirzapur, arrived 011 the Aifred.-The Rev. D. 
Macallam, of the Episcopal Church at Bhaugulpore, and Mrs. M., and the 
Rev. J. Wendnagel anti family, of the Church Mission, Goruckpore, left 
India on the Southampton. 

2.-MISSIONS TO CHINA. 

The last mail, with other important intelligence, convered the information, 
that six New Presbyterian Missionaries had sailed from New York to China. 
The London Missionary Society also appears to be succeeding in its endeav­
ours to raise fresh contributions for China. A friend through the Rev. J. 

• A. James, has offered £500, and some other 1riends in Birmingham have 
collected upwards of £500 more, to be added to this amount; and other 
special donations for China, have also been received. The Presbyterian 
Synod of England has also raised the funds to commence a mission to China. 
Truly, the harvest is plenteous but the labourers are few, so that there is 
need of these and of far more than all these efforts, for that vast country. 
-C. C.A. 
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8.-BAPTISMS AT BA RISA L. 

We rejoice to find that a movement of a promising description bas com­
menced in the Barisal Baptist Mission, and that the resident Missionary on 
the first Sah_batl~ of O~tober, baptized one hundred and fifteen persons. 
,ve shall wait with anxiety to learn the future progress of e\·ents in this 
district. We doubt not that our friends of the Baptist Mission will act as 
the importance of the occasion requires, and with the circumspection 
which experience has shown to be necessary. At present we are sure that 
they are not desirous that too much should be said on the subject, and that 
we shall best consult their feelings as well as our own, in simµly commend­
ing the case of the Barisal Mission to the special prayers of our readers. 
Last year our Baptist brethren witnessed a blessed work at Jessore; their 
friends among the Rarens have for some time been encouraged by still more 
abundant fruitfulness; and now we heartily desire to see the progress of the 
Gospel at Barisal, with results even greater tha11 any for which already they 
have to thank God, who alone makes him that planteth, and him that wa­
tereth, anything -Ibid. 

4.-BAPTIST MISSION AT JACMEL, HAYTJ. 

By the last Baptist llfissionary Herald, we were rejoiced to find, that our 
Baµtist brethren have established a mission at Jacmel in the island of St. 
Domingo. It appears that two Wesleyans, and one other Baptist Mis­
sionary were previously labouring in the island. It is an interesting sphere. 
The frightful insurrection and massacre by which the oppressed slaves of 
this valuable island, liberated themselves from their French masters sixty 
years ago, was an appalling lesson to slave-owners everywhere, and we fear 
will be repeated in the United States and elsewhere, if justice be not spee­
dily done. The St. Domingians have since been a brave and independent 
but sadly benighted people, and hitherto all the efforts made by Mr. Wil­
berforce and others, to ameliorate their moral condition seem to have pro­
duced little effect; and as they therefore have been degraded by vices and 
idleness, it has been convenient for all the advocates of slavery to point to 
them, as evidences of the radical and peculiar moral evil which they charge 
on the negro character. In truth, however, St. Domingo whether enslaved 
or free, like every other land, must he semi-barbarous, if the Gospel do not 
exercise its benign and powerful influence. It is not the negro character, 
but corrupt human nature which must account for the woeful state of Africa, 
and St. Domingo; and the same corrupt nature made Britons in former 
days slaves of the Druids, and now makes the Spaniards in Mexico and 
Cuba, dealers in the execrable slave-trade. But the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believetb, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
and free; and it can make even St. Domingo a glory among the nations. 
May this mission then be blessed by the gracious Head of the Church 1-
Ibid. [We have just heard of the death of Mr. Francies.] 

5.-BRITISB CoNNECTION WJTH IDOLATRY. 

Following up the letter of the Rev. W. Clarkson on the subject of the 
honors paid by the British authorities to an idolatrous procession, the Rev. 
S. Hislop, Free Church Missionary of Nagpore, has a letter in the Friend 
of India of the 22d No\•emher, in whith he states that at the Dasera, the As­
sistant Resident at Nagpore, with a detachment of British and Native troops, 
saluted the Rajah as be proceeded on_ his heathen errand, :ind that. subse­
quently the Assistant Resident met him at the scene of his worship, and 
there they mutually saluted. Mr. Hislop's letter fully shows th~t this course 
of proceeding has a direct tendency to give countenanc~ to idolatry, and 



IA46.J Missionary and Religious Intelligence. 917 

that if nothing be intended hut an net of respect to the idolatrous Rajah, 
that could be tlone on any day as well as the Daserii, and some other day 
ought to he chosen. We are glad that he has called attention to the subject. 
The Christian people of England require to he informed of these facts, in 
order that they may continue to demand the fulfilment of the Government's 
pledge of complete non-interference with all idolatrous rites. But it is in• 
deed sad that ·any persons in authority, who call themselves Christians, 
should render such exposures necessary I-Ibid. 

We are happy to announce the intended publication of a new monthly 
journal in Bengali, intended for native christians, to commence with the new 
year, 1847, 

Christian Periodical in Bengali. 
It is intended, from the commencement of the new year, to publish a 

monthly periodical in the Bengali language, intended principally for the be­
nefit of native Christians. 

It will contain articles of \'arious descriptions, which may be classed un­
der the following heads: 

I.-Theological. In this. department a series of articles on systematic 
divinity will form the commencement. Probably sketches of sermons, and 
outlines of ecclesiastical history, and comments on certain passages of Scrip­
ture will occasionally be inserted. 

2.-Practical and Devotional. This department will contain brief para­
graphs, anecdotes, letters, &c., with Liographical notices of eminent servants 
of God. 

3.-Intelligence Department'. This will be devoted to the communication, 
in a condensed form, of recent missionary and religious intelligence. Events 
of a general character may he noticed occasionally, if it should be thought 
that the ohject of the periodical will be promoted thereby. 

4.-Miscellaneous. 
To prevent disappointment, it is stated explicitly, that the periodical will 

be conducted on Baptist principles, not merely with reference to baptism, 
but also with reference to church polity. The Editor does not contemplate 
to give a polomical character to the work, but he wishes to remain unfet­
tered, and to feel at liberty to express his viell's freely. 

Each number will consist of at least 24 pages, printed in a clear Bengali 
type. A low price will be fixed, to enable native Christians to take in the 
work. Persons who may wish to become subscribers, are requested to send 
in their names to the Rev. J. Thomas, Baptist Mission Press, Calcutta, -
Cal. Bap. Mis. Herald. 

We regret to announce the discontinuance of the Evangelist, the 
monthly journal in Bengali and English published at Serampore. The ap­
pearance of the new journal is therefore very opportune, and will we hope, 
be longer liv,!!d than our late Serampore contemporary :-

Editorial Remarks. 
The object of the publication of these two numbers conjointly, at so late 

a period, is, as will at once be perceived, to bring the third volume of this 
magazine to a proper close ;-the multiplicity of our duties having prevented 
the issue of those numbers in due time. The same cause compels us with 
this number to close our Editorial career, which has been prosecuted in 
much weakness, and many failings; notwithstanding all, howe,·er, we have 
had many staunch and faithful friends, to whom we beg to return our sincere 
and hearty thanks. 

The object which we had in view was a great and an important one ; the 
Evangelist was the only pnhlication dedicated to the spiritual welfare of the 
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increasing Native Christian population ; and in the present state of native 
~ociety, such ~ M~gazine needs to be conducte_d with_ much spirit; the sub­
Jects upon which 1t treats should be very vanous; 1t should combat with 
the remainin'f prejudicPs of native Christians, strengthen their weakness, 
and urge upon their consideration the great principles, _both moral and reli­
p;ious, by which their conduct should be re11:ulate1l. It should expose the 
fallacious opinions of the heathen world, and set forth the most convincing 
arp;uments against the erroneous infidel and Socinian sentiments, which 
seem to he ~o rapidly spreading. To conduct such a Magazine, more time 
and attention is needed than it lies in our power to give it; and with great 
reluctance therefore we are obliged to bring the Evangelist to a close, 

Our natfre readers will not however from this infer that they are thus 
deprived of all opportunity for obtaining religious news; as we believe an­
other publication of a similar kind is contemplated, which will be com­
menced at the beginning of 1847.-Evangelist. 

6.-THE MISSIONS IN KAFFIR LAND. 

·we have not yet received detailed accounts of the full effect of the re­
cent Kaffir war on the stations of the London and Wesleyan Missionary 
Societies, but we greatly fear that the lamentable outbreak among ,these 
poor aborigines, has occasioned deplorable sufferings to many of the Chris­
tians among them, and inflicted a heavy blow on the Missions generally. 
We infer this from tbe following painful letter to the editor of the Edinburgh 
Witness, from Dr. I\J cFarlan of Renfrew, relative to the Free Church's 
Mission among the Kaffirs. The tale here told is most afflicting, and calls. 
upon all who may read it to pour out earnest supplication to God, for his 
succour. The Gm•ernor of the Cape, Sir Peregrine Maitland, we believe to 
be a judicious and truly pious man, and we trust that when the war is end­
ed, he will succeed in allaying irritation and alarm on both sides of the 
frontier; but appearances at present are certainly very gloomy. 

Renfrew, 17th August, 1846. 
MR. EDITOR,-Allow me, on behalf of the Foreign Mission Committee, to 

communicate to your readers intelligence just received from one of the bre­
thren of the Kaffir Mission connected with the Free Church, now driven 
from the field of their labour by the Kaffir war. Towards the end of March, 
the brethren of the mission were assured that war was now inevitable. Mr. 
Go,•an hastened to Balfour on the Kat River to see what might be done for 
their reception. Mr. Thomson, the resident minister, at one time connected 
with the mission, and all along its tried friend, did every thing in his power 
to provide for them,-six waggons were obtained to aid in- their removal. 
On the 25th of March, Mrs. Govan, Mrs. Laing, Miss Smith and her pu­
pils, left Lovedale for Balfour. The same day Mr. M'Diarmid and his fami­
iy arrived at Lovedale from Burnshill, Mr. Bennie's family having gone to 
the colony some time before. Soon after the arrival of Mr. M'D iarmid, 
Mr. Ross also arrived from Pirrie. He had been obliged to flee for his life, 
and to travel under cover of night; his family and Miss Thomson followed 
in a waggon. These all proceeded with the brethren of Lovedale to Bal­
four, wbere they and the others were recei\·ed wiLh all the warmth of Chris­
tian friendship Ly Mr. Thomson and his people. They thus escaped,-all 
of them unhurt in person, but much valuable property, particularly at Pirrie 
and Burnsbill, was necessarily left, aod soo'n after plundered or destroyed. 
The Missionary buildings at Burnshill have since been burned, and there 
is reason to fear that the same thing has happened at Pirrie. Those at 
Lovedale have been converted into a military fort, and occupied with British 
troops. The following extract will now detail the latest intelligence :·-
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"Fort Beaufort, 12th ]~fay, 1846. 
. . "The news of the retreat to Lovedale ( on Saturday, 

18th April) reached uy at Balfour in the beginning of the week following. 
The people from the neighbourhood of Balfour had assembled there with 
their moveable property and catPe. The intelligence spre,i.d great alarm 
among all, and during the few days that we remained there, we were in 
daily apprehensions of a nocturnal attack. At length we received positive 
orders to remove to Fort Armstrong, about two miles distant. According­
ly, on Friday the 24th, Balfour was abandoned. All the people assembled 
there were crowded on Fort Armstrong, which stands on a rocky peninsula 
formed by the Kat River. Here we remained for a fortnight, not only 
without comfortable lodgings, but with scarcely any shelter whatever. On 
the Saturday night after our removal to Fort Armstrong, the fort was at• 
tacked by a body of Kaffirs with a view to carry off the cattle. There was 
a smart fire kept up for about an hour, but very much at random, because 
of the darkness of the night. The Kaffirs, however, retired without suc­
ceeding in their object. We left Fort Armstrong on Friday last, the 8th of 
May, under an escort of about a hundred Kat River burghers, and reach­
ed this place in safety the same evening. Messrs. RoRs, M'Diarmid, and 
Weir, with their families, are here, and so are Miss Smith, Miss Thom­
son, Mrs. Govan, and myself. Mr. Laing has remained at Fort Armstrong, 
where he intends to continue, that if circumstances permit, during the war, 
he may attend to the spiritual interests of the people of Lovedale and Burns­
hill, who with those of Chumie, and some from other stations, have been 
permitted to take refuge in the Kat River settlement, at a military post, 
about eight miles from Fort Armstrong. Mr. Bennie and his family are 
at Graaf Reynet. 

" Burnshill station has been destroyed with fire. The fate of Pirrie is 
not i•et known. It has most likely been also destroyed. Several other 
missionary stations have been burned. Some of the missionaries narrowly 
escaped with their lives. The houses at Lovedale have been converted into 
a garrison. The seminary is occupied by two hundred of the 91 st regi-
1nent, and with commissariat and military stores. Mr. Laing's house is 
occupied by fiftr. Mr. Stretche's premises by one hundred and fifty. The 
walls are loop-holed, our gardens a~e converted into cattle-yards, and the 
whole is described as presenting a most heart-sickening scene of desolation. 
There is every appearance of the war being protracted. I have resolved to 
proceed to Scotland with as little delay as possible. We are waiting an 
opportunity of proceeding to Grahamstown. The road is dangerous, and a 
considerable escort is therefore necessary. Mr. Weir intends to remain 
at Grahainstown with his mother. Mr. Ross. and bis family intend 
to proceed to the Bay (Algoa). His two sons are to accompany me to 
Scotland, with a son of the Ltev. Mr. Thomson, Kat River. Mr. M'Diarmid 
and family, and probably Miss Smith, will accompany us to the Bay. Miss 
Thomson seems inclined to remain here. Pray for us,-pray for the small 
native churches driven out of their country ,-pray for the affiicted inhabit­
ants of the frolltier, that the terrible visita_tions which have been sent them 
may be sanctified,-pray for the poor benighted Kaffirs who have so mani­
festly rejected the gospel. 

(Signed) "WM. GovAN." 
We earnestly hope that the members of the Church at home will see in 

all this the hand of God, that they will sympathise especially with the mis­
sionaries and their afflicted little flocks, and that they will not fail to stand by 
the Assembly's Committee in pleading for wisdom to direct, and with their 
means so as to meet the very heavy expenses which will have thus to be 
met in Africa as well as in India.-1 am, Mr. Editor, yours faithfully._ 

D. MACFARLAN, 
Secretary for the Kaffir Mission. 



LAST WORDS. 

b the good providence of God we a1·e brought to the close 
of another year. To Him who has led and guided us, and our 
readers and friends in all the ,vay, be all the praise. He hath 
done all things well. In review of the past, how much have we 
and all travellers to the better country to mourn over ! Om· 
sins how many and aggravated have they been! Sins of omis­
sion and commisl'lion. Lord enter not into judgment with thy 
servants. Let the past time of our lives be sufficient to have 
wrought the will of the flesh. Henceforth may we live to Him 
who gave himself, in life and death, for us. 

The coming year-let us all look forward to it as a year of 
responsibilities, services, trials, temptations, and it may be, our 

last year of travel in the wilderness. Should such be our lot, 
oh then may it be the beginning of the bright and glorious 
years of eternal joy and peace ! 

Return O God of love, return 
Earth is a tiresome place : 

How long shall we, thy children, mourn 
Our absence from Thy face ? 

Let heaven succeed our painful years, 
Let sin and sorrow cease ; 

And in proportion to our tears,_ 
So make our joys increase. 
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