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I. That the CALCUTTA CHRISTIAN OnsERVEn be estab­
lished on those evangelical principles, in which the leading 
Reformers of the 16th century were ag1·eed. 

II. That no piece, advocating the peculiarities' of a particu­
lar denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work. 

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious deno-
1uinations, shall be at liberty; without offence to the contribu­
tors, to modify or reject all communications which may appeai' 
contrary to the above Rules. 

The United Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting will (D. V.) be held on 1\fonday, 
the 5th of April, at the Lal Bazar Chapel. Service to commence at 7 P. M. . . 

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of business 
on the third Tnesday in every month, at 9 o'clock in tlie morning. 

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday in. every 
month at the Bible Society's House, at 9 o'clock in the morning. 

THE UPADESHAK, 

PRICE I R. 8 ans. PER ANNUM, 

This is a Magazine in the Bengali language intended chiefly for the benefit .of 
Native Christians. 

EDITORllL NOTICE. 
The co=uni.cations from Chinsurah~ and those of C. G. P. and \V. M. C . 

have been received, and will receive attention next month. 

PROPOSAL TO PRUIT REV. J. WENGER'S" SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE 
OF THE CHURCH," AND " CLARKE'S SCRIPTURE PROMISES," IN 
Hl:ll."DUF.iTfflf. 
We have been requested by the Rev. Mr. Heinig of Chunar to state, that acting 

ou the advice of some of his Missionary brethren, who considered the work likely to 
be useful, he bas translated into Hindustanf "the Doctrine of the Church," drawn 
up a short time ago by the Rev. J. Wenger, and which for the most part appeared 
ori~inally in consecntive numbers of the Calcutta Ckriatian Ad11ocate. 

Mr. Heinig is desirous of printing the work in Hindustau1 for the benefit of Native 
Christians using that language ; to enable him to do so he solicits pecuniary assist­
a,ice to cover the r.ost. 

Mr, Heinig is also preparing a translation into Hindustaxi1 of that excellent little 
work, "Clarke's Scripture Promises." 

Persons willing to aid either or both of these works, are requested to communicate 
either with Mr. HEuS"IG himself, or the Rev. J. TttOMAII, Bapti8t Mis,ion Press, 
Cakutta. 
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1.-The Urdu Bible. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 

Mv DEAR MESSRS. EDITORs,-1 feel constrained to trouble 
you with a few words on the subject of the Urdu Bible, as I see 
that "J. A. S." keeps up his essays briskly in the Observer, 
and in them occasionally, from whatever cause, wrong dates 
and mis-statements, which will necessarily lead to wrong im­
pressions if they be permitted to go uncorrected. And here 
I must express my surprize both at J. A. S. and the Editors of 
the Observer for keeping up the impression that there are some 
parties in Hindustan who are impatient to commence a revision 
of the Urdu Old Testament at once. This impression is given 
in the ·January number of the Observer. You had before you 
the independent and solemn assurance of two separate indivi­
duals, each intimately acquainted with the position an<l plans 
of the Agra Bible Society, that there is no such plan-no such 
<lesit·e-no such expectation entertained by any one in any way 
connected with that Society. Still, with all this before yon, in 
yom editorial remarks you say-" We are glad to find that J. A. 
S., far from maintaining that the present Urdu Bible is perfect, 
only deprecates !tastiness in p1·eparing and publishing a new 
one." Now, how shall we get this matter corrected? Or what 
amount of evidence will serve to convince the Editors that no 
such !taste is contemplated, or at all likely to take place ? The 
subject of a revision of the Unlu Old Testament has neve1· 
once been mooted in the Agra Bible Society, nor has the subject 
in any form been brought bef01·e its Committee. And an inde­
finite number of years will pass before the first preliminary step 
is at all likely to be taken. 

VOL. VIII. 2 D 
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Yet so long as the assertion continues to be reite1·ated, the 
impression on the public mind is likely to be the same as if it 
were true. "J. A. S." asserts also in his article in the Janu­
ary No. that, " It is now proposed to set the Hindustani Bible 
aside before it has had a fair trial, and immediately to make 
another," &c. Christian charity would fain seek for some 
ground on which to call this a mistake. But it so happens 
that J. A. S. knows perfectly well that there is no such plan, 
and no such proposition before any body in North India. I am 
utterly at a loss therefore to account for the assertion, except on 
this supposition that he feels it necessary to keep up such an 
impression in order to secure for himself the privilege of bring­
ing his own translation prominently and frequently before the 
public, and dragging on an unprofitable controversy years be­
fore it becomes a practical subject. J. A. S. should inforn1 us 
how many years are necessary to give a translation " a faii­
trial." Nearly four years have now passed since the present 
Urdu Bible was printed. Other three years are likely to pass 
before there are any persons at all likely to be ready to do 
any thing towards a revision of it. Other two 01· three years will 
of course be consumed in the revision and printing ofit. Thus a 
period of at least nine or ten years is pretty sure to elapse while 
the present Urdu Bible is obtaining its trial. And when it is 
remembered that the whole of India has to be supplied from 
that one edition, i. e. Bombay, Madras, Bengal, North India, 
from Cashmere to Comorin, from Assam to Scinde, have all to 
be supplied from that one edition, so far as Bible circulation in 
that dialect is concerned-the period of trial does not seem too 
short. The edition consisted, I believe, of 6,000 copies. 
Then supposing that 666 copies be distributed every year, the 
edition would be exhausted in nine years. And if the edition be 
popular and acceptable to the public it will be passing strange if 
all the schools and all the Missionaries labouring through the 
whole wide extent of India do not use up as many as 666 copies 
during a year. This I think ought to silence all clamour, and 
soothe all alarm about the Depositories being full, and the dan­
ger of so many hundreds of thousands of Rupees having been ex­
pended by the Calcutta Bible Society in publishing these Bibles, 
and they all left on the shelves to rot on account of anothe1· 
Bible having been hastily made and thrust in between this one 
and the public demand. 

Again, J. A. S. says a little farther on-" Nothing is cleare1· 
than that the translators of the Urdu Bible should revise thei1· 
own labours. Thomason and Martyn are dead; but Messrs. 
Shurman, Kennedy, Wilson and Hawkins are still alive. What 
right has the Agra committee to simplify and revise thei1· labours 
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without thch· consent, as they are alive and in good health?" 
But what rigltt has J. A. S. or any 011e else to cast such impu­
tations 011 the Agra committee, when that committee has never 
once mooted the subject nor uttered one syllable respecting it? 
And who will tell us that Messrs. Shurman and Kennedy, and 
Wilson, and Hawkins will be all here, " alive and well," when 
the subject of a revision of the Urdu Old Testament shall come 
before the Agra committee as a present practical subject ? 
And besides this, the Agra committee has appointed a sub-com­
mittee to attend to the revision of the different parts of the 
Scriptures in due time. On that sub-committee are the names of 
Messrs. Shurman, Kennedy and Wilson. Then what injustice 
has been done to them? Mr. Hawkins was not appointed on 
that sub-committee. It was supposed that from his position 
and his duties in Calcutta he would not desire such appoint­
ment. 

Again, J. A. S. writes, " You are aware that a great outcry 
has been raised against the spelling of the proper names of 
the Hindustaui Bible.-As soon as the North India Bible 
Society was formed, the Missionaries at one station drew up in 
Roman letters, a list of proper names of the New Testament. 
* * * * They printed their list, and sent it to the Secretary of 
the North India Bible Society. He thought it so objectionable 
that he alte1·ed nearly one half of the names before he put it 
into circulation," &c. &c. Now, here again a difficulty lies­
J. A. S. knew very well-at least he is inexcusable for not 
knowing, for he had in his own house the means of knowing, 
that this same list of proper names was prepared, and printed, 
and circulated among all the Missionaries then in North India 
a full year, or year ancl half before the subject of a Bible Society 
at Agra was once agitated at all. Where then is the fairness of 
treading over all dates and facts, and trying to make this list of 
names an affair got up after the formation of the Agra Bible 
Society? 

There are various other statements aud assertions in J. A. 
S.'s a1·ticle which would be all the better for being set right, 
but I have not time 01· strength at p1·esent to follow them all 
through. 

I wish to make a few remarks on oue or two other subjects 
connected with this. 1st. On the term used for Burnt-ojj'er­
ing. 

You have had some discussion 011 the term in the Obsen•er, 
chiefly conducted by J. A. S. himself. I feel constrained, like 
Elihu, to "Show also mine opinion.'' J. A. S. selected the 
Hindi word Charlt{1,w(I, to 1·ep1·csent the Hebrew w01·d iJ?l' (Ola, 
burnt-offering.) I have beeu trying for four years to feel satisfied· 
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to receive it as a pretty term and a fit representative of the 
Hebrew word. But the more I have tried, and the more I have 
examined the subject the more difficulty I find in accepting the 
term. The broad ground on which J. A. S. places the subject is 
this, that the Hebrew word iJ~Y (bumt-offering) means no mo1·e 
than a thing wholly devoted to God, no part of which was allowed 
to be eaten, &c. &c., and that the burning was a me1·e incidental 
thing, &c. &c. The first example which he selects in pl'Oof of 
this position is that in Genesis xxii. chapter, where Abraham is 
ordered to go to a certain place and there offer his son Isaac 
for a burnt-offering. The narrative tells us that Abraham set 
out on the sad and trying errand without delay. When he had 
gone as far as he intended to take his servants along, it is wl'it­
ten, " And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and 
laid it upon Isaac his son ; and he took the fire in his hand and 
a knife; aud they went on both of them together. And Isaac 
spake unto Abraham, his father, and said, behold the fire .an<l 
the wood, but where is the Lamb for a burnt-offe1·ing ?" &c. 

Here from the face of the narrative it appears that Isaac had 
been familiar from his earliest years with the subject of burnt­
offerings. And that he had learned to consider three things 
as essential to a burnt-offering, viz. wood, fire and a lamb, or 
some animal for a sacrifice. Abraham's preparations bespeak 
the same thing as to the experience of all his life, and that he 
associated all these with a burnt-offering as constituting part 
of it. 

But J. A. S. thinks there was a spiritu11l and a carnal meaning 
wrapped up in the command to offer his son ; and that Abra­
ham, mistaking the matter did not percefre the spiritual, and fell 
back upon the carnal merely. I think however that the chan­
ces are many to one that Abraham understood his subject bet­
ter than J. A. S., and did not make any mistake at all as to the 
nature of a burnt-offering itself. It 

0

is true that when he had 
made a sufficient exhibition of his faith to be held forth by 
Divine wisdom as a pattern for the world,-not in misunder­
standing, but in performing the command of God-then God 
prevented him from sacrificing his sun, as he was about to do, 
and showed him a ram which he had provided for him to sa­
crifice instead of his son. 

And liow did Abraham offer up the ram ? Was it merely 
by binding it upon the wood on the altar, and leaving the fil'e 
by the side of it to die out at its leisure, refraining from eating 
any part of the ram, and leaving it there to putrify and be 
devoured by birds and beasts of prey ? Rather, does not eve1·y 
one learn from the drift of the narrative that he did really set 
fire to the wood, and consume the wood and the sacrifice on the 
altar? 



ll'i47,J The Urdu Bible. 205 

The 2<l example to which he appealR is that of Jephtha an<l 
his daughter. But ns that is a poiut on which the ablest and 
most learned biblical critics are divided, and is confessed by all 
to be ,m extremely obscure and difficult passage, I clo not think 
it a proper passage to be used in illustration of others so much 
plainer than itself. I therefore pass it by for the sake of sim­
pler, plainer passages. 

We read in Exodus xxix. 18-" And thou shalt burn the 
whole ram upon the altar, it is a burnt-offering (iJ'.V) unto the 
Lonl ; it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the 
Lord." Again in Levit. i. 4-9, it reads, "And he shall put hiR 
hand upon the head of the burnt-offering ; and it shall be 
accepted for him, to make atonement for him. And he shall 
kill the bullock before the Lord; and the priests, Aaron's sons, 
shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon 
the altar, that is by the door of the tabernacle of the congre­
gation. And he shall flay the burnt-offering, and cut it into 
his pieces. And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on 
the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the fire. And the 
priests, Aaron's sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat 
on the wood that is on the fii-e which is upon the altar: But 
his inwa1·ds and his legs shall he wash in water ; and the priest 
shall burn all on the altar, to be a burnt-sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord." Again in Levit. 
vi. 9, it reads-" And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the Law of the 
burnt-offering:" it is the burnt-offering, because of the burning 
upon the altar all night unto the morning, and the fire of the 
altar shall be burning in it." Here is a distinct and solemn 
announcement from J ehornh himself that this is the Law, the 
standing rule for the ry1,y (burnt-offering). And surely one 
command from such a source is worth a thousand speculations. 

Again, in Levit. xxiii. 18, we have it,-" they shall be for 
a burnt-offering unto the Lord, with their meat-offering, and 
their drink-offerings, even an offering made by fire of a sweet 
savour unto the Lord." In Numbers xxix. 6, we have the same 
words. In 2 Chron. vii. 1, it reads-" Now when Solomon 
had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house." And in Isaiah, xl. 16, 
we read-" And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts 
thereof for a burnt-offering (iJ'.V) ." Now where is the force of 
the reference to the wood of Lebanon to burn, if altar and 
burning constitute no necessary part of a burnt-offeri!lg ? These 
few cases I ha\·e selected as setting forth the subject in a strong 
light. I have uo doubt that a half hour's search would produce 
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a score of simila1· passages. In refutation of all these J. A. S. 
ap1>eals, as a sort of ultimatum to a Dictionary "of the Lexico­
grapher Thompson, of Delhi." Perhaps Mr. Thompson has 
without much thought or examination set down Charhawa as 
one ~f the meanings of sacrifice. But has he given any sub­
stantial proof that the burning of an animal body in sacrifice 
to God ever enters into a Charhawa in any of its forms ? I 
hal'e seen a hundred charhawas hung up and stuck about the 
roots of a single thorn tree. I have sei>u more than fifty char­
Juiwas hung up around the grave of a favorite Musalman 
faqir. But I saw no sign of fire or of auy living victim burnt 
in sacrifice to God ahout any of them. The more therefore I 
see of the charhdwa, the more I am uuable to repress a feeling 
of regret that all the readers of the Urdu Bible from first to 
last, are deprived of the forcible and important sac1·ifice of the 
burnt-offering, and get a mere Hin!l,u charhawd iu its stead. 

On the name of Jesus in Urdu. I had made up my rniud 
years ago not to say or write another word about this name in 
public or for the public. But when I see that the controversy 
is kept up briskly, all on the one side, and some very unfair 
arguments used, it seems necessary that some one should 
occasionally set them right. I have no expectation of writing 
that which will settle the question, or a1·rest the evil already 
involved. We are already completely afloat before the Muham­
madan public with as many forms of the name as we have dif­
ferences of taste or inclination, and are doing for them a most 
important work-one which they would never have presumed 
to attempt, had we not put them up to it, and given them the 
means of accomplishing it. And they will do it with a keen­
ness and efficiency which those who come after us will feel. 
My chief object in writing is, to make such a record, that those 
who come after us and feel themselves toiling amid the deep 
mire which we have dug up for· them, may see that there were 
some who laboured with all sincerity, and with all the ability 
which God gave them, to avert the evil before it became irre­
mediable. 

My first objection to the course pursued by J. A. S. is the 
disingenuousness of some of his arguments. His fh-st essay 
in the Observer in 1843 was immediately preceded by a few 
remarks of Dr. Henderson, proving that Muhammad had no­
thiu<T more to do with the change of the name into fsa than 
J. A~ S. himself had. Notwithstanding all this J. A. S. goes 
on to speak of fsa as " the fsa of the false pl'ophet of 
Mecca," the false pl'ophet of A!'abia, &c. &c., and ridicules 
Missionaries aud others who wish tu retain the name, and 
iusi.nuates that they have Muhammadan predilections which lead 
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to this preference, &c. I suppose that J, A. S. saw that there 
was no chance of getting up a prejudice against the name, it 
being admitted to he of Jewish origin. But by liberally heap­
ing it on Muhammad the false prophet of Arahia, and still talk­
ing of it as ltis trickery, and Missionaries who use it as falling 
into his snare, he had some chance of bringing the name into 
disrepute. The policy may be good, but is it right? 

Again, J. A. S. travels all over India and Egypt, &c., and 
finds that the :Missionaries in Ahmednuggur, Seroor, Puna, 
Bombay, &c. &c. &c., all use Yis~, Yish~ or Yes~ for the Savi­
our's name, and triumphantly draws the inference that it is 
only a few Missionaries in the Gangetic valley who adhere to 
the old-fashioned name, and that they must very soon yield. 
Now this is drawing an argument from one set of premises to 
an entirely different conclusion. 

I suppose the trne explanation of it is that Missionaries 
whoever they were, whether in North India, Bengal, Orissa, 
Madras, 01· Bombay or any other part of the land, where they 
commenced their labours amongst Hindus, whatever dialect they 
spoke, found them destitute of any name for our Saviour, and 
therefore had an open path before. them, and introduced the 
form of letters, which they respectively thought would most 
nearly rep1·esent the English form Jesus or the Greek hero~. 
In this they all had an open path before them. But wherever 
they laboured amongst Muhammadans they with one consent 
used the well known, and acceptable term [sa. And I have 
not the slightest doubt that they do so to this day. At 
Bombay and Madras, &c. they are dependent on Calcutta 
fo1· their Urdu Scriptures generally, and therefore are oblig­
ed to get along the best way they can with any form of the 
name which is put upon them. Whene\·er they print a tract 
for themselves in Urdu they without hesitation use the popula1· 
form Jsa. 

And all the travels, and all the strong facts of J. A. S. have 
not given us a single name of any one who labouring amongst 
Musalmans has of his own accord abandoned the use of lsii. 
We all knew before that Missionaries labouring among Hin~lus 
(just as we have all in North India been accustomed to do) use 
Yishu, or a near app1·oximation to that form. So, all this new 
information just leaves the old question where it stood before. 
If J. A. S. had given us proof of large inroads in the practice 
of those laboul'ing among Muhammadans, or had shown us that 
Muhammadans in India were reduced to a few in the Gangctic 
valley, and they fast diminishing, then his argument would 
have cal'l'ied force in it. As it is it will only pass whe1·c it goes 
unexamined, , 
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Again, J. A. S. 1,peaks of rusitq, as the clll'istian form, and fl&f 
the Muhammadan form of the Saviour's name. Now ir' he 
had set forth in the first instance Yusua as the Sliurmanic form 
he would have been nearer right. Fm: I have not heard to this 
daY' of a second man on earth who wished to have the name in 
that form. 

Now we come to that which has been the great foundation 
argument, and that on which the chief stress has from the fit·st 
been laid in favour of the change, viz. that the name was authori­
tativelv announced from Heaven in its Hebrew form. Now the 
whole 

0

force of this turns on the assumption that Matthew wrote 
his gospel in Hebrew. But the preponderance of evidence as 
elicited by Biblical critics is greatly in farnr of Matthew's gospel 
having been written in Greek and not in Hebrew. If this be 
true, as all the books in my possession on the subject go to 
prove it true, then this wl10le argument falls at once to the 
ground. The name of our Saviour authoritatively announced 
from Heaven in Hebrew was n'JV~ (Masih, Messiah) and all 
that is claimed in favour of a Divine announcement in the He­
brew finds its scope and completion in this. And we have this 
term in all our Bibles, in all our Tracts, in all our christian 
literature. Again, the four Persian letters e,,-;! chosen to represent 
the Hebrew form of fsa can never be made fairly to represent 
the Hebrew word ~10~ Yeshuq, without straining the language 
into a form into which it has never gone before. The ~ 
will necessarily read Yis, or Yas, or Yus, and cannot without 
evidence be made to read Yesh-in Hebrew the first syllable is 
necessarily long, in the Persian letters it is necessarily short. 
Here is a difficulty which has not been begun to be reconciled. 

Besides ~ is capable of being pronounced in so many dif­
ferent ways without doing violence to native usage, and having 
nothing to guide in its pronunciati~n, is a great dr:twback to 
its use at all. It can be pronou.nced m all the followrng forms, 
without going beyond the native usage, viz. Yis4, ts~, Yes~, 
Y asu, Yusu ; Yisu~, t su~, Y esu~, Yasul1-, Y m,u~; Yish4, t shi, 
Yeshu, Ya~hu, Yushu; Yishu~, tshu~, Yeshu~, Yashu~, Yushu~. 
Here· are 20· forms; amongst which the pronunciation will 
range. They may not all be used, and again they may all be 
used and no one can tell beforehand which of them he is 

' going to hear. 
I have been in the bazar more than once with three na­

tive catechists. The first of them would open his Testa­
ment and read a passage in which the name .fsa occ_urs. He 
read it and made his remarks on the passage. He was fol­
lo\l'ed by another who read it ts"!i. And when his remarks were 
closed, the third would read it Yes~. By the time he read out 
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his form of the name the few Muhammadans present were 
making signs to each other, evidently chuckling over the new 
thought which they had got. After a little one or two have 
come round slyly to me as I stood behind, and asked, what does 
such a one mean by (su? and what such a one by Yes4? I had 
to take one of their Testaments and show them the form of 
the word, and tell them that there are persons in India who 
think that form of letters more nearly accordant to the He­
brew name. They thanked me and walked off, saying " bahut 
achchha," evidently saying in their minds " very good, we will 
make good use of this hereafter." And this is but "the begin­
ning of sorrnws" on that point. 

With regard to the name -['sa, I can only say that after years 
of the most ca1·eful examination of the subject, and after having 
often made up my mind to give it up, if thereby unanimity or 
even kindly co-operation could be secured by it, the result of 
the whole is that I know of no name in earth or heaven more 
precious to my heart, or more sweet to my ear than it. And 
I shall have no fear, (if I be so happy as to enter that blissful 
land) of receiving a less chee1fol smile for calling him ['sa there. 
I know of no difference between it and Jesus. It is as di:1tinct­
Iy known as the name which represents and suggests the person 
called Jesu_s, as the other does. I cannot comprehend the wis­
dom or policy of the system which makes the character of him 
whom we call Saviour to be wrapped up in, and dependent on 
the independent and inherent power of certain letters. The 
Jewish doctors in the days of their idleness adopted the same 
process of reasoning about the name of Jehm,ah. They lec­
tured at lear11ed length, and with doctors' gravity on the hid­
den power and mysterious import of each of the letters corn­
prized in the Divine name. Muhammadan Doctors have done 
something of the same kind as to the power and meaning of 
each of the letters in the name Allah. But I confess I never 
could make much of it, or attach much importance to specula­
tions of the kind. 

I tum now to the last name to which I mean to refer, but 
the most august name with which we ha\'e to do. I should nut 
have said a word about it at this time, but that you still keep up 
the subject in the Observer, and I have seen, in one or two articles 
in the Observer, and one in the " Christian lntelligencer," as­
sertions so rash and irreverent, that something in the form of 
antidote seems to be urgently required. The argument to 
which I refer is that one based on the speculations of Gesenius 
that Yahowah is not the right pronunciation of the name-that 
it ought to be Yahweh, or Yahaweh-and that the letters and 
points in the word Yahovah ·are a mere jitmble of unmeaning 
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sounds, &c. Suppose for a moment that in the ea1·lie1· ages of 
the Jews a pronunciation slightly differing from Yahovah 
did obtain, that does not affect the question now any more 
than the fact, that the name of Isaiah or Jeremiah was pro­
nounced slightly different in the time of the Apostle from 
what it was when he was alive, affects the identity of the person. 
We ha,,e the names Yahoshua (Joshua) " ,~hom Jehovah 
helps"-Yahonatan (Jonathan) " whom Jehovah giveth"~ 
Yahosltafat (Jehoshaphat) "whom Jehovah jndgeth"-Yalto­
nadah (Jonadah) "whom Jehovah impels," &c., all the way 
through from Moses to the last of the prophets, showing most 
satisfactorily that there was no time from Moses to the last of 
the Prophets when the name was not pronounced Jehovah. If 
this name had been pronounced Yahaweh or Yahweh then 
would all these other names have been Yahashua, Yahanathan, 
Yahashafat, Y ahanadab, &c. Thus the collateral or incidental 
evidence which the Prophets give JIS in the spelling of these 

. names compounded in part of that of J ehornh, is to my mind 
worth more than the speculations of a· hundred Geseniuses. 
But if it were even proved that the pronunciation was slightly 
changed in the progress of ages, it would not in any important 
measure affect the question. The cha1·acte1· and attributes of 
the self-existent and Eternal One do not turn upon the me1•e 
mode of pronouncing the name. 

A.gain, the fact that the later Jews in the days of their idle­
ness and cabalistic speculations, fell into a superstitious notion 
that the name of Jehovah should not be uttere<l, only accounts 
for thtir giving the thing a wrong direction when they came to 
translate it into the septuagint. But we see how little the 
Prophets made of it. Every one of them used it freely in their 
writings, among them they introduced it several thousand times, 
and we hai·e every reason to believe that each of them used it 
many thousand times in his preaching and teaching. This 
shows that either the Prophets paid no attention to this pre­
judice, or that it did not exist until after the Jewish people 
ceased to be favoured with the presence and teaching of Prn­
phets. 

Again, it has been reiterated by different parties that " the 
inhabitants of Madagascar believed that Jehovah was the first 
king of the English, and Jesus Christ the second," &c. Now 
I suppose all the parties who have brnught this forward had read 
the work of Mr. Freeman giving an account of the persecutions 
in Madagascar in which the fact is noticed. There it is stated 
that when a blood-thirsty, persecuting Que_en, was doing her 
utmost to extirpate the name of Christian from her dominions, 
1Wd heard of the poor suffering Ch1·istia11s calling upon the name 
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of Jehovah, and deriving comfort from it in the midst of tor­
ture and death, she asked some of her courtiers who or what 
Jehovah was? They, in order to excite her to still greater 
ferocity, told her that story. They knew very well who Jeho­
vah was, for some of them had themselves been Christians by 
profession a few years before. Now, I would ask, is there any 
fairness in drawing an argument from such a subject as this? 
ls a fiendish trick of that sort played off in Madagascar, a 
proper place for Christians in India to go, with "the Prophets" 
in their hands, to learn who and what Jehovah is? 

Again, J. A. S. introduces a long story of the speculations 
of the ancient Gnostics respecting Jehovah, in which they make 
him out a corrupt and wicked Aeon, or Demiurgus fighting 
against the welfare of mankind, &c. Now with" Moses and 
the Prophets" in our hands, what is there in all this that is 
suited to give us clearer views of the character and perfections 
of Jehovah? 

We are also told that" the German Rationalists are accus­
tomed to regard Jehovah as the national God of the Jews," 
&c. And to crown the inconsistency, we are called upon to 
give our suffrage that they are right, by voting the name of 
Jehovah out of our Christian Scriptures and Christian literature 
as a name unsuitable. How much more consistent to assume 
at once and without any misgivings, that Jehovah is the God of 
the Christian as well as the Jew, and his name as full of meaning 
and as dear to the one as the other! 

We are also told that " they-the German Rationalists­
will neve1· accept or admit of Jesus as identified with the Je­
hovah of the Old Testament."-(! have to quote from memo­
ry, as I am at present absent from home and have none of the 
books or papers referred to within my reach). Well, if the 
Rationalists will not admit the connexion or relation between 
Jesus and the Jehovah of the Old Testament, it becomes a 
question between them and the Prophets, and not one between 
them and us. YAHOVAH-TSIDKENU (Jehovah our righteous­
ness) is the name by which the Prophets have broadly and 
strongly asserted that he should be called. (Jer. xxiii. 6.) If 
they will never admit this, it is certain that they are not likely 
to admit it in the form of a " honied pill," if Jehovah be sof­
tened down to 1>.hudawand and the same pill offered them in 
disguise. They will have penetration enough to see that if 
1>.hudawand is made to be the unifonn rep1·esentative of Jeho­
vah, then " the Lord our 1·ighteousness" is designed to signify 
the same thing as "Jehovah our Righteousness" without say­
ing it,-and they will as surely reject the one as the other. 
But the question of the Rationalists receh·ing the ont> or thi.' 
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other i11 not t.he point on which the subject 11hould turn, but 
the merits of the name itself, and let the Rationalists meet it 
just where the Prophets left it. 

As a sort of final effort, J. A. S. endeavours to prnve that 
the name of Jehornh has been prostituted to purposes of ido­
latrv. This has been several times reiterated. But reiteration 
doe; not make it true. He adduces the case of Aaron and the 
Israelites where they made the golden calf, as nanated in Exo­
dus xxxii. chap. It is true that when they had made the calf 
and proclaimed '' These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egppt"-Aaron did make prnclama­
tion, and say," to-morrow is a feast to Jehovah." But the whole 
drift and bearing of the narrative goes to show that the minds 
of the people vrere falling back upon the system of calf-gods 
of Egypt, with which they were familiar, and whose service and 
modes of worship were so much more congenial to their hearts 

. than the service of Jehovah, as he had revealed himself to them 
a few weeks before in the midst of the lightning and fire on the 
top of Sinai. Aaron, in his perturbation talked of a feast to Jeho­
vah, while the people ran greedily into the reveh-y of Egyptian 
worship. But he did not say of their calf-god that this is Je­
hovah-or that we have made a Jehovah. He might have said 
we have made for ourselves a Baal, a Maloch, a Malik, a ~ltu­
dawand, as many others had done before them. But he had too 
recently trembled before the display of Jehovah's power and 
perfections to allow him to think 01· say that they had made a 
Jehovah out of ear-rings, &c. 

He also appeals to the case of Micah and his mother, as nar­
rated in the xvii. chapter of Judges, where the mother says, 
when she found that the money which she thought was stolen 
was still available, " I had wholly dedicated the silver unto 
Jehovah from my hand, for my son to make a graven image 
and a molten image," &c. Now, this only shows that at a time 
when " there was no king in Israel, but every one did what 
was right in his own eyes," an old woman had become so much 
more 1amiliar with the worship and the habits of the heathen 
people around her, than with the service and character of Jeho­
vah, that while the name of Jehovah was still on her lips, she 
plunged into the idolatries of the heathen around. And even 
then she only aspired to the making of an image, which she 
would call a Baal, a l[.hudawand or some comm.on name current 
among idolaters, but not a J EBOVAH. Arguments and instan­
ces of this ki.11d will never bring the name of Jehovah i11to dis­
repute, any more than the smoke of the incense which they 
burnt before their golden calf could obscure the fire and light­
ning which played around the top of Sinai, or the noise of the 
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people in their revelry drown the voice of Him who thundered 
from the midst of the dark cloud. To mix up the name of 
Jehovah with idolatry requires more, and stronger facts than 
these two. 
• These are all the arguments which I remember ever to have 

seen 01· heard as brought against the name of Jehovah. And I 
think when they are weighed with candour, they wil1 be seen to 
be very light in the scale with that venerable, and incommuni­
cable and untranslatable name. 

J. A. S. speaks in one place of " the Muhammadans having 
their own beautiful term Atlah, which they will never give up 
for Jehovah," &c. Overtures have been made three or four 
times to J. A. S. and his friends in a more public or private 
manne1·, to relieve the difficulty in which we are now involved 
about this name by adopting " their beautiful term Allah," to 
represent Jehovah generally (except where the sense and con­
nexion of the Bible requires Jehovah to be retained). Hitherto 
no intimation of acquiescence has been obtained. J. A. S. makes 
strong and reiterated expressions of a readiness to submit his 
Bible to the Baptist Missionaries in Calcutta for revision, &c. 
But if J. A. S. is sincere in these assertions and will submit it 
to the Baptist brethren for revision, one of the first things they 
will do with it, will be to substitute Allah, or Allah Ti,.ala, or 
Haqq Ti,.ala, for ]f !tudawand in every place in the Old Testa­
ment except where Iihudawand stands for,~';~ (Lord). Now, 
I would repeat the ove1·ture to J. A. S. and those who think 
with him in this matter, to anticipate what the Baptist Mission­
aries would do with his translation, were he really to commit 
it to them for revision, and let us adopt the term Allah as 
the one by which to represent the term Jehovah in the Old 
Testament, and its nearest equivalent 8r~ in the New Testa­
ment. Then we may have harmony and kindly co-operation 
in this matter, without troubling the Baptist Missionaries by 
any formal appeal to them for arbitration. 

I feel less solicitude about the introduction of the term Jeho­
vah into the U 1·du Bible from the confident assurance which I 
feel that it will assume its appropriate place in the Christian 
lite1·ature of this country in due time, whether we may retain it 
in the Bible, 01· continue to banish it from the Bible. It has 
done so in English, and various othe1· languages. The trans­
lators of the English Bible, for reasons well 01· ill devised, 
left the name almost entirely out of the English Bible. 
Yet the name has taken its place in English liternture 
just as though it had been introdµcetl into the Bible in the 6 or 
7000 places where it occurs in the original. And every com­
mentator, every preacher 01· writer when he wishes to give his 
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auditors a high and impressive idea of the Divine being, in­
stinctively uses the term Jehovah, without thinking whethet· it 
is in the Bible or not. 

So it will be in Hindustan. If we should all combine to 
banish the term from the Bible, Native Christian8 and others 
when they come to read the 01·iginal will find, and admire, and 
use it. In their 8ermons and addresses they will adopt it 
and use it a8 instinctively as we do in English. And by this fact 
the importance of our using it or not in the Unlu Bible is 
greatly diminished. 

My ohject in penning these r~marks, as I mentioned before, 
is not that I expect to say any thing that will change the clll'­
rent of the subject or the opinions of parties concerned in the 
discussion, but to leave that on record which will show to those 
who come after us, that the venerable name of Jehovah was not 
lightly thrown away, but that there were those even in Hindus­
tan who cherished a high veneration for it, and were sincerely 
desirous that Jehovah's own name should have a place in Jeho­
vah's o\1·n l\T ord. 

Before leaving this subject, I would deprecate all attempts of 
J. A. S., or others, to set me off as trying to "upset what the 
Calcutta Bible Society has done," and all that sort of thing, 
which has been proved already a much easier thing thau that of 
answering arguments. I have too high a respect for the intel­
ligence and worth of the members of the Calcutta Committee 
to have any fears that they will have any such apprehensions. 
Yet the impression on the public mind made by the efforts and 
insinuations of others may chance to go in a wrong direction. 
This it is which I would anticipate by these remarks. 

w.· 

II.- Rev. N. Forsyth. 
To the Editors of the Calcutt.a Christian Observer. 

S1&s,-There is a short account in the Cri,lcutta Christian 
Observer for January, of the late Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Forsyth, 
which being incorrect and far from what deserves to be record­
ed of that benevolent man. I feel it my duty to state some more 
particulars of this holy, singular and devoted servant of Christ, 
aod shall feel obliged uy the publication of the following infor­
mation also. 

Mr. Forsyth arrived in Bengal in the end of 1798, and 
resided for some time with a Mr. Douglas, who was superinten­
dent of the Governor General's Park at Barrackpore, but resid­
ed at lshara, opposite Barrackpor:.e. From thence he came every 
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Sunday to Chineurah to preach in the Dutch Chnrch ; which 
place was then under the administration of the British Govern­
ment. A shol't time after, he came to reside at Chinsurah with 
a Mr. John Andrews, but the Hon. Mr. Harrington offered 
him his bungalow at Bandel, about tht'ce miles above Chinsnrah, 
in which he t'esided a long time. Here I became acquainted 
with him and visited him in his lonely solitary dwelling. I 
had also many visits and conversations with him at my own 
house, wherP, he instructed my children. He also recommend­
ed fo1· them as the best School at that time, the establishment 
at Serampore, in preference to the then Calcutta Schools, 
whel'e religious instrnction formed no part of the plan of teach­
ing. In pursuance of which recommendation several of my 
children were placed in that Seminary, under the Rev. Messrs. 
Mal'shman and Wat'd. Hitherto the children had been bap­
tized at prhate houses; we are iudebted to Mr. Forsyth for 
having introduced public baptism in our sFottlement Church 
since December, 1799. Mr. Forsyth asked leave 0f the British 
Commissioner, M1·. R. C. Birch, to perform the duties of the 
Church at Chinsurah after the death of the late Rev. J ohau 
Zacharias Kiernapcler, which was nut only granted, but the 
allowance from Government of 50 Rs. per month, which Mr. 
Kiernai4der had received, was also continued to Mr. Forsyth. 
This allowance he reluctantly recei\·ed, and at one time refused 
to take it, saying he ought not to recei\·e remuneration for 
the se1·vice of God, and it was with difficulty we persuaded 
him not to give up the allowance from Government. He con­
tinued his preaching in the settlement Church at Chinsurah, 
and after service used to pt'oceed to Calcutta, to pt'each at the 
General Hospital. A few years after, the teacher of a School 
at Chinsurah dying, Mr. Forsyth took it up and purchased a 
large house, wherein he kept the school, assisted by Mr. and 
Mrs. Moffat. On the 1st of January 1809, the Lal Baza1· 
chapel having been finished, l\fr. Forsyth opened the- chapel 
in conjunction with Dr. Carey; on this occasion he conducted 
the evening service, He was at the same time requested sta­
teclly to p1·each in the chapel, which request he complied with, 
and chose the evening for his part. His mannel' of pt'eaching 
<lid not please, an<l many hearel's did not attend on his 
preaching, so that he had oft.en to preach to a few individuals. 
This however <lid not deter him from proceeding regularly 
every Sabbath after he had preached at Chinsurah to Calcutta; 
and having closed his school on the Mondays, he resumed his 
tuition on the succeeding and following days. This went on 
till the year 1816, when he diecl at Chinsurah, where a monu­
ment has been e1·ected in the Chimmrah bnryiug ground. 
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An address to his young friends is prese1·ved, and may be 
added for publication, together with a few lines of poeti·y "On 
hf'aring of the decease of Rev. David Brown, senior chaplain of 
Fort \Villiam, and Secretary to the Auxiliary Bible Society, 
Calcutta, who departed this life on the 14th June 1812," and 
transmitted by the author, " For the acceptance of M1·. and 
Mrs. Herklots and family; with M1·. Forsyth's best wishes 
and respectful compliments." 

The monument that has been erected over his grave, has a 
marble slab with the following inscription on it:-

To the memory of 
The Rev. NATHANIEL FORSYTH, 
of Srualholm Bank, Lochmaber 

in Scotland-1\fissionary, 
who arrived at Calcutta in 

December 1798. And after a 
laborious, holy and exemplary 

life, died at Chinsurah in 
February, 1816-aged 47 years. 

This stone is erected by 
Captain Hugh Reid, of 

London. 
To which is further added another marble slab with the following 

inscription :-

The Deceased is 
affectionately 

remembered by 
his friends, as the 
First faithful and 

Zealous Protestant 
Minister in Chinsurah. 

Chinlfllrah, 12th January, 1847 .. G. H. 

On hearing of the decea&e of the Rev. D. Brown, senior Chaplain of 
Fort William, and Secretary to the Au:.cifiary Bible Society, Calcut­
ta, who departed this life on the 14th June, 1812. 

I.* Another prince by Death's dread dart cut down! 
Another hero now in life no more ! 

Another conqueror gone to wear the Crown 
And reign with Christ, where troubles all are o'er ! 

* The •enerable Dr. Vanderkemp, who with his companions, has been made 
very useful both among the colonists and different descriptions of natives at the 
Cape of Good Hope, died there not many months •go ; not long before the amia­
ble and zealous Dr. Kerr at Madras ; also two missionaries, Cran and Desgranges at 
Vieegapatam; and five, Grant, Fountain, Thomas, Brunsdon, and lately Mar.don, 
b.-ethren belonging to the M iasion at Seram pore. 
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2. Ye friend!! of truth! of him who bled for you! 
In death for you who uow'd his conquering head, 

Arose and reigns, your nature to renew, 
To save from sin and every cl1mger's dread! 

3. Friends of the poor, of Jesus' righteous cause! 
The glorious interest of his cross and Crown! 

In heai·t and life who keep his heavenly laws 
And him at all times as your Master own. 

4. The tear of love, of heart-form' d friendship shed ! 
Now o'er the Tomb of one so long your friend 1 

With bread of life, who oft, L,y grace you fed ! 
And to God's courts with joy attend ! 

5. The word of truth, the Gospel of his Son I 
With heaven-taught wisdom boldly he made known, 

That in your hearts his work might be begun 
And soon made perfect near his radiant throne. 

6. That for him here a race might be prepar'd 
And children taught to know his saving name ; 

His glory, greatness, goodness, grace declar'd, 
And thousands soon his heavenly peace proclaim. 

7, That Satan's wol'ks of death may be destroy'd ! 
Delusion, error, falsehood, burnt away, 

And sons of light in Jesus' work employ'd, 
His friends to lead to realms of endless day. 

8. Amen! even so! great God our saviour! comet 
Thy glory, greatness, goodness, grace, declare! 

Prosper, protect, and lead thy childl'en home, 
Sons, servants, subjects, for thyself prepare '. 

9. Thy grace and goodness, government extend 
To every region, kingdom, people, tongue ; 

To every clime thy word and gospel seml 
And claim the nations which to thee belong. 

10. In, over, millions, by thy Spirit reign ! 
Unite their souls in love and faith to thee, 

Joy,justice,judgment, peace 'mong all maintain, 
And let them now thy great Salvation see! 

11, Darkness, division, discord, mnlice, war, 
By light, love, truth-thy gospel-word, desll'oy, 

The power of all who peace and friendship mal', 
And in thy work thine own trne friends employ. 

12. Earth with thy glory, goodness, presence, fill 
Make man with mall fo·love and peace to lwe 

With us; with all in love and mercy dwell ; 
AU glory ever to thee may we give! 
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I ,1. Anrl 'l\·hile, 0 Gorl I gt'<'at master! matchless king! 
Thon some from e11rth doest r11ise to reign ahove, 

C111l fol'lh, and lo thy chilrlrcn Chmches hl'ing 
l\lore pastors, Teachers in thy perfect love! 

1-L Pity, protect, defend by thy great power 
These orphan'rl children-Churches of thv friends 

Comfort, supply, support in danger's hour, • • 
l\lake all to A'TIO'll(J thy mercy neTer ends ! 

15. The widow'd heart! these weeping babes behold, 
Who stretch their anns and lift their eyes to thee 

Thine ear incline, them in thy arms enfold • 
Their husband, father, friend, for ever be ! 

16. Friend of my heart! my Master's honor'd friend! 
On earth no more again to meet, adieu ; 

Now rais'd to reign where joys do nev~r end 
lmmanuel's glory ever there to view ! 

I i. With millions there, to raise the grateful song 
To him who sav'd, set free from Sin and Hell. 

Ascribe all praises which to him belong • 
And in his presence ever more to dwell . 

..tl.ddl'ess to the You'll{/, 

MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,-

[t\1•n11,, 

Some of you know that at the end of every season it is our custom 
to write a short address. This we judge proper for many reasons. 
By the divine blessing and aid, which we all ought ever to implore, on 
every occasion, it may be useful both for instmction and improvement 
in our literary, moral, and religious education and practice, which may 
God be pleased to grant abundantly to you all for Christ's sake. 

First, for a moment, let us take notice of the rapid progress, value, 
and shortness and uncertainty of your tiine and opportunities, that we 
may be led more and more diligently to improve them. When we 
look back on the period, during which some of you have been in this 
School, now above five years, how transient it seems and how swiftly 
has it passed away ! When we extend our views still farther in this 
respect, and take in the whole period of our life, the circumstances arc 
nearly the same: and even at the end of the longest age of man or that 
of the world, the case will not be much different. How beautiful to 
this purpose is the langnage of Inspiration, that of the eloquent Job! 
My days are swifter than a post. They fly away, they see no good. 
They are passed away as the swift ships, as the eagle hasteth to his 
prey. Man that is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth like a flower and is cut down, he flieth also as a sha­
dow and continueth not. My days, saith the Royal Psalmist, are like 
a shadow which declineth and I am withered as the grass. As this is 
the case, my dear young friends: as these things are true ; as they arc 
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of the highest irnportnnce to your present, future aml etnnal pPace, 
p1·uspPrity, s111'cty nncl hnppi11ess, both spiritnnl and temporal, let it be 
your cnrncst desire and prayer to God our Saviour that he may be 
plmsed to gmnt you his grace, goodness and mercy, to enable you care­
fully nncl diligently to regard them: to improve your time, to improve 
il in a suitable manner, both from the consideration of its shortness, 
value, and uncertainty. This you know is to be done by all in every 
circumstance and of every age, character and condition ; but especially 
by you now in the blessed and happy clays of your youth. l~appy 
<lnys, before your minds be distressed and debauched with the cares, 
concerns and vices of n wicked world ! When you consider the value 
of· your present moments, while yon have opportunity to learn and 
know what is absolutely necessary for your true interest and advantage 
now and hereafter: when you have opportunity to receive and retain 
principles and habits, natural, literary, and religious, which are of infi­
nite value and eternal duration ; which may be the means through the 
divine blessing, of promoting, increasing, and perfecting your peace, 
prosperity and happiness now and for ever. When you consider that 
by the neglect or abuse of these invaluable opportunities you may lose, 
for ever lose, all those great blessings: and not only lose them, but at 
the same time expose yourself, in the most awful manner, to shame, 
distress, and destruction, not only iu this world, but also in that which 
is to come. Ah ! therefore, my dear young friends, let me beseech 
you for the love of God, of his Son your Saviour, of yom own souls, of 
your present and everlasting happiness, now in the days of yom youth, 
health, peace and comfort ; while in the bosom of your family and 
friends, to give your minds, your hearts, your affections chiefly, wholly, 
to the study and practice of these most sacred concerns. All these 
things according to the Scriptures of truth, (some of which in the 
course of our writing of letters we have more particularly mentioned) 
belong unto and are inseparable from your present aud eternal pros­
perity and peace. 

As this is the case with you and them, happy will it be for yom 
parents, relations and friends ! Your own souls and minds will even 
now begin to feel the pure joys of heann, the blessed and perfect fruits of 
true wisdom, true learning and true religion : true love to God and 
man, of all nations, names, and descriptions, after the example and 
according to the commandment of your compassionate saviour, your 
worst enemies not excepted. The blessed fruits of the advent, obedi• 
ence, atonement, death, resunection nnd ascension, mediation and 
intercession of om glorious nnd divine Redeemer ! Of love and obedi­
ence to him as your Lord, and heavenly father, and to your friends, 
enemies, and fellow-men, as yourselves after the example of that glori• 
ous one! In this way, by these means, through this faith, love and 
obedience to him, by his blessing, presence and power, you may become, 
soon become, eminently, and for ever become, a comfort to your parents, 
relations, and friends, an honor to our country, a credit to human 
nature, and a blessing to mnnkind. Which may the God of your 
fathers be pleased graciously to grant to you all for the sake of his 
Jear Son, om· ntlored. Immanuel, only and Almighty Saviom ! Amen. 

2 l' 2 



Rev. N. Forsytlt. (APRH,, 

But as already hinted, if these things, principles nntl prncticcs, thcs1~ 
sacrc-<l dictates, doctrines and obligations, nrc now by yon neglected 
and despised, prostituted and abused, dreadtitl is yonr danger and 
11wful will be yonr destruction, if grace nnd mercy, repentance and 
reformation prevent not. lnstearl of pence, consolation, and comfort, 
yon may expect trouble and distress: instead of safety, danger: instend 
of prosperity, disappointment: instead of honor, disgrace : instead of 
friends, e.nemies, if not in appearance, in heart : instead of life, death : 
ins~ of happiness, misery : instead of Heaven, hell : instead of the 
society and songs of angels and saints before the throne of God and of 
the Lamb, the company of devils and of wicked men in eternal darkness 
and torment : of wicked men, who have prostituted their time and 
talents, who have abused the bounty of God ; who have blasphemed 
his sacred name and word ; profaned his holy day, and ordinances ; 
transgressed his laws and broken his commandments, insulted his Son; 
despised his salvation ; refused his grace; rejected his mercy ; injured, 
slandered, betrayed, and deceived others; l!ould not repent, return, nor 
reform ; but did choose death rather than life ; delighted in sin, more 
than holiness, in the world, more than God, in 'hatred more than lorn, 
in the misery, distress, and destruction of mankind, more than in their 
peace, prosperity and happiness ! Therefore, for these reasons, accord­
ing to the dictat.es of every law; natural, civil and revealed, they are 
justly condemned; justly suffer and that for ever, accorwng to the 
threatening declaration and judgment of the great, good and eternal 
One, our Creator and King; Lord and Redeemer; God and Saviour. 

My dear young men! What suppose ye, must be the feelings of your 
friend, of your instructor, who desires to love you as his own soul, and 
would by divine aid, ever endeavour, to promote your true interest and 
happiness with the same earnestness and ardour as his own ? What 
suppose ye, must be the feelings of his hrart, when he knows that these 
dangers, and that destruction, that loss, that punishment, that com­
pany, and these torments m'IU!t and will be yours for ever, as ye finally 
despise, hate, or :o.eglect these divine, solemn and sacred things, which 
belong to your present peace and eternal happiness ! As now in the 
golden hours of yonth you neglect and prostitute your time and talents; 
disobey and dishonor God ; deny and rtject his Son and salvation ; 
profane his sabbaths, and pollute his ordinances, hate, slander and 
injure others; especilly your relations and friends. Now, therefore 
before it be too late ; before sickness, old age, and infirmities, death 
judgment and eternity come upon you, let these things be duly and 
sacredly regarded by you. Now let them be carefully done: diligently 
observed: ardently loved; followed after. And the value, utility and 
excellency of them, will soon. in every respect appear and be proved 
to the glory of the God of nature and grace, to the joy of your heaJ"ts, 
to the honor and prosperity of your life, and to the comfort and credit 
of your friends. Finally, as you would not expose yourselves to the 
wrath and anger of God ; as you would not wilfully bring shame and 
disgrace upon your character and destroy your own souls; as you would 
not be a grief aud reproach to your beloved parents and dear friends, 
in their advanced age, and declining years,-aftcr they have so often 
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shown RIHl proved their love, kinclnes·s, and compnssion to you, in your 
infancy, youth, and more ndvnncecl life, in providing for your support, 
comfort, nnd education in snch an abunclnnt nnd liberal manner, as 
some of them hnve done; ns you would not with deliherate cruelty, 
stubbornness nncl ingrntitnde, disobey, offend nml distress them ; as yon 
would not render them evil for good; hatred for love, cruelty for kind­
ness, as you would not bring down their grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave, now listen to the language of heavenly love. Hear the word of 
God, believe in the name; receive the instructions, and keep the com­
mandments of his dear Son. Let bis law be written in your hearts and 
his word dwell on your tongue, embrace every opportunity of instruc­
tion and knowledge, of whatever is useful and excellent, both in science, 
momlity and religion, and may the blessing of God our saviour be npon 
us, his presence with you and his protection around you at all times ; 
that you may be made truly ,Jiligent and successful in every good word 
and work; humble, holy, and happy now and ever to his glory and the 
good of all according to his word through Jesus Christ. To whom 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, our covenant God and Father be 
all honor and glory, dominion and power now and for evermore. AMEN '. 

N. FORSYTH. 

111.-Extracts from the Journal of a Missionary Itinerancy in 
Bengal, by the Rev. A. F. Lacroix, Decemht!r, 1845, and 
January, 1846. 

[From the Scottish Congregational l\Iagazine.] 

With a clesire to obey, as much as lies in my power, the injunction of 
our Lord, " Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature," I make it a point, annually, in the cold season, to "isit such 
parts of Bengal as have not the advantage ofa resident Missionary, and 
whose inhabitants, but for such visits, would probably never hear of 
the way of salvation through Christ. Last season, I selected as my 
sphere of itinerant labours, the native towns and villages situated on 
the banks of the Ganges, south of Calcutta, and its tributary streams. 
My companions during this trip, were n Missionary friend, and two 
Native Assistants. Two boats were hired for our accommodation, one 
of them being intended also to serve as a kitchen, and a receptacle for 
our provisions, all of which, according to Indian custom, we had to 
carry with us. The following is a 1·ecord of the principal incidents of 
our journey :-

29tli Decembei·, 1845.-Left Calcutta at 3 p. m., and at 10 p. m. an­
chored for the night a little below the site upon which of old stood 
Fort-Gloucester. Nothing of this Fort is now visible, but instC'ad of it, 
extensive cotton-mills have been erected, which supply work to hundreds 
of the neighbouring population. This factory was, some years ago, 
raised by the skill and enterprize of an English gentleman, and is the 
first manufactory of this kind ever established in India. When it was 
set a-going, the complicated machinery, and the quantity of work pro-
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dn<'e<l m R short 1im<' by the application of stcnm nsto11111led the 
1111! iws,. n1~d impl'('ssNl their minds with II hi~h i<lea _of the superio1· 
skill of hnropenns. They could srarcely behe,·e theu· senses, when 
th<'). s11w so many looms Rt work nt one time, nnd the whole prnccss of 
l'lrnning, spinning, win<ling, and weining cotton, carried on simultane­
onsly, nnd by a power which, though felt throughout the building, was 
still unseen. Owing to such things, the nntfrcs entertain exalted no­
tions of the superiority of Europeans in the arts of life. O ! that they 
woul<l hut feel in the same manner on the subject of religion ! but nlas ! 
this is far from being the case in general; and why ?-because the na­
tives so seldom witness the Christian religion exemplified in the con­
dn<'l of its professors. Indeed, on this very spot, the nntives now see 
that which must have an evil influence upon them ; for latterly, part of 
the buildings of the Fort-Gloucester manufnctory has been converted 
into n rum distillery. Such distilleries, erected by Europeans, hnve 
now become ,•ery common, and tend to encourage the vice of drunken­
ness, among a populntion where it was formerly almost unknown. 
Those who haw read the life of that excellent man, Henry Martyn, will 
rr111C'mher a forsaken pngoda or temple nt A(deen, ncnr Serampore, an<l 
which he made his temporary residence. They will be distressed to 
hear, that that building, where prayer was wont to be made, by such 
men as l\lartyu, Brown, Carey, and Marshman, for the conversion of the 
heathen, is at present also turned into a rum distillery, whence issues 
that liquid fire which spreads bodily disease and moral corruption 
among that very population which these good men were anxious to 
benefit. 

After haring come to an anchor at l O p. m., we called our native 
Lrethren to worship, and commenced reading with them the Acts of 
the Apostles, which book we purpose going through regularly during 
our joumey, as being so peculiarly adapted to our present circumstances 
and pursuits. The wind rose so high during the night, that we feared 
l'very moment our cables would give away. We were, however, merci­
fully preserved ; but one of our boatmen took such a fright, that he 
somehow or other managed to get on shore, and absconded. 

30tlt December, 1845.-Started at day-break, and reached the mouth 
of the Damoodah river at 11 a. m. As the population on both its banks 
is considerable, we decided on entering it, and proceeding as far as it is 
navigable. The Damoodah has its rise in the Rajmahal range of hills, 
and after passing through the districts of Beerhhoom, Burdwan, nnd 
Hooghly, falls into the Ganges, about 30 miles below Calcutta. This 
river frequently overflows its banks and inundates the adjacent country, 
sweeping away in its impetuous course, houses, orchards, and gardens, 
and in many instances the poor inhabitants themselves. The Damoodah 
overflowed the country during the last rains. Of this we had many 
melancholy evidences, thousands of people who had been in easy and 
comfortable circumstances had lost their all, and nenr every village and 
town, we were surrounded by numbers of squalid men, women, and 
children, begging for the smallest pittance. 

The first place of note where me anchored was Moltishraka, situated 
ou the high road between Calcutta and Juggernath, in Orissa, and 
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where there is n ferry. On going on shore, we were soon surro11nd1·,l 
hy n nnmhrr of nntivcs, both Hindus nn,I Muhammadans, to whom wr 
prenchcd Christ the Saviour. When using the word "preaching,'' ns 
practised during itineranr.ies, it is necessary to remark, that we rlo not 
menn by tlmt term whnt is generally understood, viz. :-the delivery of 
a set and studied discourse, on a particular subject. On the contrary, 
our discourses ore generally as colloquial as possible. We begin hy 
making a few inquiries into the circumstances of the people, their 
trades, prospects of harvest, and other topics of this description, in 
which we are sure they will be interested. After thus entering into 
conversation, we gradually draw their attention to more important mat­
ters, leading them to rise from things temporal to things spiritual, and 
in this manner we have an opportunity of declaring the way of salvation 
fully, to an attentive and interested andience. Experience has shown 
that this is the best way to obtain a fair hearing for the Gospel. If, on 
the contrary, we were to begin by attacking the superstitions of the 
natives, or abruptly to declare the mysteries of redemption, we would 
be sure to excite their prejudices against us, or at least, fill them with 
stupid wonderment at the strange things we told them. The fact is, 
that in order to speak with effect to these poor benighted idolaters, 
they must be led to the subject gently and gradually, and in the simplest 
manner possible. To accomplish this, a thorough acquaintance not 
only of the language of the country is required, but also an intimate 
knowledge of native habits and feelings ; wherefore, it is always advisa­
ble to employ in itinerancies the oldest and most·experienced Missionaries 
of a station. 

Whilst addressing the people who had gathered around us on the 
beach, we were interrupted by a proud Muhammadan revenue officer, who 
began to chide us for speaking on religious subjects to such ignorant 
and depraved people, who (said he) were little better than cattle. He 
was told, that their being ignorant and depraved, was the very reason 
why they should be instmcted, that Jesus Christ had come into the 
world, not to call "the righteous to repentance, but sinners, and that 
when he was on earth, he was going among publicans and sinners, the 
lowest and most despised of the people ; and that we, as servants of 
Jesus Christ, accounted it not only our duty, but an honour to imitate 
our Master. When the people heard this, and saw that we llid not, 
like the proud Muhammadan, regard them as beasts of burden, but as 
rational beings, they seemed pleased, and listened with double attention 
to the simplest exposition of the gospel, which, on questioning them, 
we found they had understood very well. We gave tl'acts to a few who 
were able to rend, and after n walk through the village, retired to our 
boat for the night. 

31st December, 1845.-Remained at anchor opposite to Mohishraka. 
Early in the morning our two native brethren went on shore, and were 
soon surrounded by a number of people, with some of whom they had 
an 1mimnted discussion on the comparative merits of Christianity and 
Hinduism. As this took place on the river side, we couhl from our 
own boat hea1· almost every thing that was said. ,ve ,vere much 
pleased with the manne1· in which om brethren canied on the discus-
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sion ; and AS they wel'e mol'e than a match fol' thcil' opponents, we 
thought it best to Allow them to continue, without any interference 011 

our part. The~· distributed a good numbel' of tracts, nnd left, we be­
lieve, a good impression on their hearers. Missionaries will do well 
always to take native catechists or theological students with them when 
t.hey itinerat.e. It hu many advantages. These young brethren learn 
from the Missionary how to proceed with the people, and accustom 
themselves, under his eye, to the work they are to perfol'm when left 
to themselves. They, morem·er, from being natives themselves, soone1· 
gain the confidence of their countrymen than a European would ; and 
though not able to command so much attention and respect in public 
addresses as a European Missionary, are better fitted than the latter to 
engage in pri:ttate conversation with the inhabitants. 

After breakfast, we went on shore, and walked about a mile inland, 
when we reached an ext.ensive village. A respectable Muhammadan, on 
seeing us pass through the bazaar, invited us to make a halt nuder a 
widely spreading banyan tree, and kindly sent from his dwelling for two 
seats, which we gratefully accepted. , In a few minutes a number of 
Hindus drew near, and seated themselves on the ground arnund us, 
and listened attentively to our message. The Muhammadan, however, 
who was very talkative, and apparently extremely self-righteous, inter­
rupted ns ever and anon. He said he quite agreed with us as to the 
sinfulness of idolatry, and upbraided the poor Hindus in no measured 
t.enns for worshipping so many gods. As for himself (said he) he was 
not so stupid! he had been taught from the Quran to worship only one 
God, and was therefore greatly superior both in knowledge and holiness 
to t.he Hindus. Seeing him going on at this rate, we told him that to 
worship one God was so far well ; for it is written in the Bible, " the 
Lord our God is one Lord ;" but that we had one question to ask him, 
viz. whether he kept the commandments of that one God whom he 
boasted he worshipped ? He was obliged to confess that he did not do 
it as he ought. Upon this we put him in mind of his greater sinful­
ness, that knowing there was but one true God, he did not obey him. 
Observing him a little humbled, we further pointed out to him the 
deficiency of the Quri.n, in not ero,·iding a Saviour for sinners, or any 
adequate means of salvation. Here we had an opportunity offered to us 
in a natural way, of preaching Christ as God manifested in the fles~ 
aud crucified for the salvation of sinners. These truths were to this 
self-righteous Muhammadan a s~umbling-block, even.as t~e,v were to ~he 
Jews of old, and still are to all m our days, whose dispos1tions of mmd 
resemble theirs. 

The divinity of our Saviour ~d his atouing sacrifice, are the doctrin~s 
which find the greatest oppos1t1on among the Muhammadans. Tlus 
we know and lament, but our duty in rtgard to revealed truth does not 
permit us to conceal them, for_ what is C_hristiauity without these f~m­
damental doctrines? The IImdus r.ece1ve them much more readily. 
Indeed, one of our auditors, ou the present occasion, a young brahma~, 
listened with the deepest attention t.o the history of Christ, and his 
g,-eat love t.o 01tr fallen race. When we left the place, he followed u~ a 
long while, and begged hard to ha,e such bookb given him from winch 
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he could lcnrn the whole way of salvation. We encouraged him to seek 
thnt wny with nil enrnestness, e.nd to pray the good God to enlighten 
his mind: and we rnnde him n present of e. gospel e.nd a tract, descriptive 
of the ndvaute.ges which Chri8tinnity confers on those who embrace it. 
May the seed of the kingdom which is thus sown by the way-side be 
rnnde, in God's own time, to bear fruit to his glory! 

We theu returned to our boat, and after addressing another congre""a­
tion on the heRch, re-embarked and left Mohishraka, with the purp~se 
of ascending the Damoodah, as far as the water would allow our boats 
to float. l:loth banks of the Damoodah l\re in a high state of cultiva­
tion, rice and mulberry bushes, for the rearing of silk-worms, forming 
the chief staple. Large coal depots also met our eye. This coal, of 
which there is a greRt consumption in Calcutta, for steam-vessels and 
·other purposes, is dug up in the Birbhoom and Burdwan districts, and 
brought thus far down the river during the rainy season, when it i!I 
now navigable for large craft. From hence it is conveyed leisurely to 
Calcutta in smaller boats. This Indian coal, though inferior to Eng­
lish, is found nevertheless to answer all common purposes very well. 
It is singular, and shows a particular interference of Providence, that 
these coal mines were discovered only a short time previous to the 
introduction of steam-engines into this country. 

Arrived at .tl.mptah at 4 P. M. This is a large native town, contain­
ing upwards of 2000 houses, but built without any plan, or any attempt 
at order. The streets are exceedingly- narrow, crooked, and filthy, 
which indeed is the case with most native towns. On entering the 
place, we were met by a polite young Hindu, who willingly conducted 
us through a labyrinth of lanes, to the principal spot where there is ~ 
large bazftBr, and a far-famed temple, consecrated to the worship of the 
goddess Durga, called here Melai-Thakoorani. As it was getting late, 
and the people had begun to disperse, we did not preach, but entered 
into conversation with a few brahmans, whom we met near the temple, 
and promisef;l that on the following day we would assemble the popula­
tion and declare the way of salvation as it is revealed in the Bible. 
Before we left, we had a look at the idol. It is a piece of black wood, 
rudely carved into the shape of a human leg, and has a face painted in 
red bright colour, at the upper part of the limb, altogether a most un­
couth figure, but nothing seems too monstrous for the wild imagination 
-of the Hindus ! The reason why the idol has this strange shape is. 
because tradition says that the left leg of Durga fell on this very spot, 
when her dead body was cut to pieces by the god Vishnu. All the 
places where Durga's limbs fell 'on that memorable occasion, are held 
particularly sacred, and ca\ledpitsthan, from the Sanscrit,pit, (a seat,) 
-and sthan, (a place,) menniug the place of the deity's residence, par 
excellence. 

As the origin of the Pitsthans is rather curious, and gives an insight 
into the extravagMcy of the Hindu system of Theology, I will brietl.y 
relate it as it is written in one of the Shastres. 

"Dokkyo, the son of the god Brumha, having on a certain occasion 
been insulted by the god Siva, dete1·mined to be revenged on him, and 
for that purpose resolved on. celebrnting a g1·and festival, to which he 
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invited all the gods, but intentionally left ont Siva, and his wife Durg11, 
The l11tter, however, though unbid, m11de her appearRnce at the feast, 
but the host Dokkyo turned away his face contemptuously when she 
approached. On gazing Rround she saw thRt all the gods were present 
except Siva. This '\\·ant of regard to her husb1md affected the devoted 
wife to such a degree, that she instantly died on the spot, of grief and 
vexation. Siva having bC'en informed of this sad event, his wrath was 
kindled to an unusual pitch ; he proceeded to the palace of Dokkyo, 
whom he instantlv attacked, 1tnd tore off his heRd with his nails. Siva 
then most unceremoniously vented his anger on the celestial guests 
also, beating the one, kicking another, plucking the beard of a third, 
knocking out the teeth of R fourth, until he had dispersed them all. 

"After these achie,·ements, Siva chancing to cast his eyes on the 
lifeless corpse of Durga, was, Rt the sad sight, overwhelmed with re­
newed sorrow. He thrust his trident into the dead body, and lifting it 
up in the air, commenced dancing in a most frantic manner. The 
three, worlds (viz. hea,·en, earth, and the lower regions,) were shaken 
to their foundations by this violent demeanour, so as to alarm the gods 
not a little; upon which, Vishnu shrewdly guessing, that if the cause 
of his grief were removed out of the sight of the bereaved husband, 
<'Almness would be restored to his breast, took a sword in hand, and as 
Siva was whirling round the body, he, from the skies, where he took 
his station, managed to cut off every limb of it one after the other, 
without being perceived. These ditferent parts, owing to the ,ehement 
e,rercise in which Sfra was engaged, were flung to a great distance in 
sundry districts of the earth, upon which Siva, on looking up and 
observing nothing more on his trident, relented, and ceased to place the 
three worlds in jeopardy." 

I may as well add. that the parts of Durga's body thus severed by 
Vishnu, were fifty-one in number, including the earrings, bracelets, 
and other ornaments she wore, and the spots where these happened to 
fall, are held peculiarly sacred, and called Pitsthans, as I have already 
mentioned above. It is on these spots that the most celebrated Hindu 
temples are erected, and owing to the great religious merit acquired in 
visiting them, the concourse of native worshippers at their shrines is 
immense. 

As we were leaving the temple ofMelai-Thakoorani, we were request­
ed by the priests to make an offering to this far-famed idol, but this, of 
course, we peremptorily refused. and said in reply, that we worshipped 
only the one true God, who has made heaven and earth, and that there­
fore we could not show any respect to a mere block of wood, which 
indeed had eyes painted on it, but could not see; ears, but could not 
hear; a mouth, but could not speak. We seem to have been well un­
derstood, and no offence was taken at our plainness of speech, nor were 
we asked a second time to present a gift to the idol. The brahmans 
of the temple, however, put it upon another ground, and begged we 
would give them something for their own use, in the shape of a douceur. 
To this we could not consent either, as we well knew that it would have 
been proclaimed about by these cunning men, as a token of our regard 
for the idol itself. Europeans cannot be too careful in this respect, 
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when they visit such plnces through curiosity, or for the sake of infor­
mation ; for many, without intendinr it, confirm the Hindus in their 
idolatry. Whenever n European visits a temple, he is immediately 
surrornuled by n number of ~reedy brahmans; and to ii;et rid of their 
importunity, or from a more generous impulse, he makes them n pre­
sent of one or two rnpees. No soor,er, however, has this been done, 
than the money is plncl'<l before the idol ; and at all events, it is insidi­
ously spread abroad, that the Christian gentleman has presented an 
offering to the god or goddess, worshipped at this shrine. Hence it is, 
that we are often told by the heathen when exposing the siu of idol 
worship, that if it were so wicked, Christian gentlemen would not have 
made offerings to their gods. A sad objection, truly! 

Darkness having 01·ertnken us, we retired to our boat for the night, 
purposing to commence operations at Amptah on the following day. 

January 1st, 1846.-The first day of a new year! May it prove a 
blessed year to us in regard to the pro~ress of our work ! How long 
shall we yet have to wait for the downfall of Satan's kingdom, and the 
establishment of the reign of the King of Righteousness? Hasten, 0 
Lord, this blessed period ; and make, during the year which has begnn, 
thy servants more faithful, and, if it be thy good will, more successful 
also than they have been hitherto! 

After breakfast, we proceeded to the town of Amptah, and were glad 
to find that it was market-day, when a great number of people gene­
rally assemble, and a good opportunity is offered to preach and to dis­
tribute tracts. On reaching the market-place, we were kindly invited 
by the native revenue officers to take a seat in their house, which was 
a spacious bamboo building, open in front. Here we were surrounded 
by a large number of very respectable natives, who sat down on mats 
around us. On the outside of the house a crowd of persons belonging 
to the lower classes also assembled, anxious to hear what we had to 
say. " 

The revenue officers be'!ged of us to explain to them succinctly what 
Christianity is. Delighted with this request, we entered npon this 
subject at length ; and endeavoured to prove to the a1:~embled multi­
tudes the divine origin of our holy religion-its leading doctrines-the 
duties it enjoins, and the hopes it holds forth. We dwelt especially on 
the way of salvation through Christ, and the adaptation of the gospel to 
the wants of all sorts of men and all their spiritual maladies. After 
ending this exposition of the truth, we asked the bystanders whether 
they had any thing to object? They replied, they found no fault in 
all that had been stated. This candid confession gave us an opportu. 
nity to admonish them seriously to embrace a religion which appeared 
to them so excellent. But alas ! we soon perceived what often falls under 
our notice, viz. that the understanding may be convinced by the force 
of truth, whilst the heart continues inimical to it. The hearers pleaded 
the loss of caste nnd of other worldly advantages, if they embraced 
Christianity, and told us, that for the present, therefore, they could 
not resolve on doing it ; but perhaps in future would do so when less 
difficulties existed. 0 ! may th!l Holy Spirit work powerfully in the 
hearts of these ~enighted people, and convince them of sin, of righteous--
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ne11S, and of judgment to come, llo that they may anxiously Cl'Y out­
•• 'What must I do to be saved ?" 

When on the point of leaving the Receipt of Customs, a brahman 
who at first had remained silent stepped forward and said, he hnd nn 
objection to make which would invalidate all that we had stated ; nncl 
that was the hacknied objection among the Hindus, (who, it is well 
known, are pantheists,) that God i1t the author of 8in ,· and that, there­
fore, men ai·e not accountable for their action8. Thinking that it might 
be beneficial to the numerous bystanders to hnve the fallacy of this 
dreadful tenet exposed, I entered into a discussion with the hrahman 
pretty much in the following strain.-(1 shall record it at length, in 
order to gil-e to my friends i.n Europe an idea of our mode of arguing 
with the natives.)-

Missi.onary. Pray, brahman, do you acknowledge that God is the 
master, not only of his irrational creatures, but of his rational creatures 
also, and that he has given them laws to keep ? 

Rrahmn11,. Certainly he is their master, and has not only given them 
laws, but has prepared a place of bliss' for those who keep them; and 
he has said that those who do not obey them shall be severely punish­
ed in this life, and also in the next. 

Missi.onary. Very well. I am happy to hear you say so, because 
that is truth ; but I am very sorry to hear you say that God is the 
author of sin, because that is untruth, and I hope to prove it to be so. 
Let me, therefore, put this question to you,-'-1s God possessed of su­
preme wisdom or not ? 

Brahman. 0 ! yes : God is supremely wise. Who ever doubted that! 
Miasi.onary. There is a man here present, who not only doubts 

whether God be wise, but who positively asserts that he is nvt. Who 
that man is, you will soon ascertain. Tell me, what would you think 
of an individual who spent much money, and took great trouble to build 
a house for his own residence and that of his family, and who, the 
moment the house was ready, would hi11t8elf put fire to it and con­
pletely destroy it ? 

Brahman. I have never heard of such a man ; but if such a one 
ever existed, he must have been a madman; for who but one deprived 
of understanding could ever be guilty of such a foolish deed ? 

Muaionary. Well. sir, consider whether you do not ascribe to God 
an equal want of understanding, when you say that he has given laws 
"to men to keep, and has prepared a heaven for those who keep them ; 
but who him&elj' prompts them to break those very laws, and thereby 
renders them liable to be consigned to the fire of hell ? 

Brahman. You may say so to a certain degree. 
Muaionary. I have not done yet ; for I wish, before all these people, 

to sift the subject to the bottom. Pray, do you hold it that God is 
pure and holy-that is, that he lovea that which is good and right, and 
ltates murder, theft, adultery, injustice, ingratitude, and such like 
"1ings? 

Brakma11,. Certainly I do. (Here the brahman quoted a Sanscrit 
pusage from the Shutres, showing that God is pure and holy.) 

JrtM,()f/,ld"y. Now, if God »e pure, and loves holiness, and hates sin, 
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how is it possible that he would himself prompt men to do that which 
he hates 7 Would you, br'1hman, for instance, instigate a robber t<> 
plunder your house, nnd to kill your wife and your children ? 

B1'ahman. Not I I How could I instigate a man to do things which I 
so utterly abhor 7 

Missionary. Well, you see, as you yourself would never think of 
prompting a man to do that which you hate and abhor, no more will 
God ever Induce men to commit sin, which is so opposed to his nature, 
and which is that abominable thing which he hateth. 

Brahman. If you have any thing more to say, !'.aJ on. 
Missional'y, Yes! I have a great deal more to say. Tell me, br'1h­

man, is Godjust-that is, does he reward men according to their merits 
or demerits 7 

Brahman. God is just : all pundits will say so. 
Missionary. But by your saying that God is the author of sin, you 

make him unjust to the utmost degree ; for you say that God punishes 
the wicked ; and yet, according to your tenet, the wicked has no demerit 
nor fault, because he does not commit sin of his own accord-it is God 
who causes him to commit it. What would you say of me, if in your 
presence I ordered one of my boatmen to go to the boat and fetch my 
umbrella, and if, on his bringing that article to me, I beat him unmerci­
fully, saying, 0 ! you wicked man, why did you bring this umbrella 
to me? • 

Brdhmau. I would say that you are a very unjust man, indeed ; be­
cause you punish your boatman for doing that which you ordered him 
yourself to do. 

Missionary. Now, apply this to God punishing sinners.-lf they sin 
(as you say) because God prompts them to it, is it not very unjust in 
him to punish them for that which they would never have done of their 
own accord, but did only because he caused them to do so? But I will 
put but one mgre question to you, Is God mercifiil, or is he cruel ? 

B,·dhman. God is full of love and mercy, for he feeds men and beasts, 
and supports all. 

Missionary. Now, let me tell you, that when you say God is the 
author of sin, you make him the most unmerciful of all beings ; for you 
well know that every suffering which men endure in this life and the 
next, is occasioned by sin. If, therefore, God causes men to sin, is he 
not inflicting upon them the greatest injury imaginable, and does he not 
show himself to be their greatest enemy? What would you think of a 
man who put secretly poison in your food, and thus caused you to 
die amidst the most intense pain and torture 7 Would you say that 
that man is very merciful and full of love to you? 

Brahman. How can you ask such a question? that man would be 
most cruel to me ; and to tell you the truth, I do not believe that I 
have an enemy who would do such a thing to me as you have men­
tioned. 

Missionary. Well, sin is that poison. It causes, as you yourself 
acknowledge, misery and suffering in this world and the next, so then, 
when you say that God is the author of it, you make him most cruel, 
nnd more unmerciful than even your worst enemy. I could go 011. 
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bnihmnu, an~ give you many more proofs to the snme effect ; but I 
trust these will suffice to com·ince you thRt God cRnnot possibly be the 
author of sin. Or if you still maintRin that he is, then vou hnve no 
alternafr1·e but Rt once to acknowledge that the God in w'hom you be­
lieve is an unwise, an imp111·e, an unjust, and an unmerciful God. Are 
~-ou prepared to acknowle<l!?:e this ? 

Brt1hman. l am not prepared to assert that, and vet I Rm not con­
vinced; for, when I am sinning, I am doing it with iny mind, with my 
speech, and with the members of my body. Now, as God has given 
me all these :instruments of sinnin!?:, therefore, notwithstanding all you 
hn,·e said, it appears to me still, that he is the author of sin. 

Mussionary. I grnnt that it is God who has given you your mind, 
your speech, and )·our body ; but why has he given them to you? 
Certainlv not that you should use them as instruments for sinning, but 
that with these you should perform his service, and thus gloriff him. 
The fault, thm, if you use these instruments for bad purposes, is not 
God's-it is yours: you knew his intentions and his will, but did not 
heed them. Suppose, brahman, that this morning, on leaving home, 
you hnd given a rupee to your serrant, for the, purpose of purchasing 
for your family some necessary articles of food in the bazaar, and that 
on your returning to your house you found that instead of fulfilling 
your orders with that rupee, your servant had spent it in drinking and 
other evil practices, would you not hold him to be very guilty? 

Brahman. Most certainly I would; and not that merely, but I would 
punish him in a way that he would long remember. 

Mismonary. But if the servant told you. "Master, I am not to be 
blamed ; it is you who are, because it is you who gave me the rupee 
which I spent in bad practices." Would you not then at once declare 
your servant quite innocent ? 

Brahman. Innocent! indeed! No, I would tell him, "You good­
for-nothing fellow, was it to get drunk with that I gave you the rupee ? 
Was it not to buy pro-risions ?" But I see, sir, what you are going to 
tell me. You will sav that in the same manner God has given me my 
soul, my speech, and 'the members of my body in order to use them ~or 
that which is good, and that if I use them for evil purposes, the gmlt 
will be mine, and not God's; and I must say this is rather true. But 
yet I am not quite satisfied ; and if you will not be angry, I wish to 
ask you only one question more. Why does God not prevent men's 
sinning? He could easily do it, as he is omnipotent. 

Mimonary. Tell me, would you like to be a stone, a tree, or a 
horse, rather then a man ? 

Brahman. No, not I. I prefer being a man, for our Shastre~ say 
that the state of man is the highest to which any being can attam on 
earth. 

Musionary. This is so far correct, and I am glad you are thankful 
that you are a man, rather than some inferior being. But why is man 
superior to the mere brutes, or to inanimate objects ? It is because he 
has a rational soul and a free will, which inferior creatures have not. 
If, therefore, God did by force and compul4ion, prevent men from sin­
ning, it would be tantamount to making them like stones, trees, and 



1847.J Journal of the Rev. A. F. Lacroix. 231 

horses, which hove no will of their own, but act only as they are moved ; 
aud you yourself, br{ihmon, this very moment said, you preferred being 
n mnn, to such mere machines. 

Brlt11man. This will du, sir. I beg to take leave; for I see it is 
time to go to my dinner. 

Before, however, permitting the hrahman to retire, I admonished him 
seriously to be careful in future how he uttered such a dreadful doctrine 
as he had done, and pointed out to him agflin, not only the unreason­
ableness, but the horrible blasphemy, of making God the author of sin, 
and of all the wickedness which men commit. This admonition, I 
trust, had a good effect, if not on the brahman himself, at least on the 
bystanders, seve.ral of whom said that they would never any more main­
tain that God is the author of sin; but that they would acknowledge 
it to be their own voluntary act, which would render them liable to 
punishment. 

January 2d, 1846.-Proceeded about noon acsoss the Damoodah, 
to another populous native town called Tajpore. The first object which 
struck our sight was an immense Juggernath's car. We took our stand 
near it, and, as is frequently the case, were led from this circumstance 
to point out the sin and utter vanity of idolatry. The people whom we 
addressed pleaded in excuse the practice of their ancestors, who, they 
said, were all idolaters. We had therefore to refute this argument, 
which is constantly brought forward by the Hindus. It is, however, 
worthy of remark, that it is only in reference to religion they bring it 
forward, for they make no scruple to adopt European arts, and to use 
European goods, when they perceive that these contribute to their tem-­
poral prosperity and welfare. Some young men present showed them­
selves rather rude, not to us, but to our native assistants, and began 
jeering and mocking them for having changed their religion. We 
thought it our duty to take the part of our native brethren, and told 
these silly young fellows, that the native Christians were far superior to 
themselves, for that when they had been convinced that idolatry was 
false and sinful, they bad had the courage to forsake it, notwithstand­
ing the obloquy to which this step exposed them ; but that they (these 
jeering young men) although they had not been able to defend idolatry, 
were cowardly and wicked enough, against their better knowledge, to 
adhere to it. This reproof effectually shamed and silenced them. 

When taking out our bundle of tracts to distribute, it so happened 
that the two uppermost were one on drunkenness and the other on 
fornication. No sooner hod the people seen the titles but they said, 
"We do not want these books, for we are neither drunkards nor forni­
cators." (We were, however, pretty sure that many of them were.) 
" Perhaps," said I, "you are not liars neither, nor thiews, nor covetous, 
nor envious, nor proud ;- in short, nothing that is sinfol and bad ?" 
"No," replied they, "we are all good people in this place." "Then," 
added I, "what good fortune has befallen my friend and myself to-day, 
that we were led to come to Tajpore, for this seems to be very heaven! 
Thrice happy Tnjporc, to be without sin !'' The ~ystanders smiled on 
perceiving the irony, and said, 'Well! well! we will at least confess to 
one sin of which we are guilty-we are ~11 here great liars !" This was 
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imfficient to leRd to a setions Rdmonition to them to search their hMrt~, 
to confess their sins, Rnd to take hold of the Redeemer ere it was too 
lete.-Some of the people took books, others ret\tsed, being evidently 
Rfraid of a great zemindar (landholder) who resides here, and seems to 
be a most bigotted idolater, and a bitter enemy to Christianity. These 
zemindars exert an almost kingly power over their tenants, and are 
usuRlly greatly opposed to missionaries, because they fear that the op­
pressive measures to which they resort, and their tyranny, would soon 
be detected and checked if once a missionary got a footing on their 
estates, and succeeded in enlightening the people. 

January 3rd, 1846.-Sailed down the Damoodah till we reached the 
Ganges again, and proceeding on the latter six miles farther south, ar­
rived at the mouth of the Rupnarain, another river also coming from the 
Rajmahal hills, and running nearly parallel with the Damoodah, which 
we had just left. We determined on ascending this river also as far as 
navigable, and at two P. M., when the flood came in, entered it; hut 
till night did not see any villages of importance. 

January 4th, 1846.-Very early this morning we arrived at Koylah­
Ghat, and immediately went on shore fo reconnoitre the place. We 
found it to he an extensive village, consisting principally of serais, or 
native inns, for the use of travellers who are constantly passing this 
thoroughfare, it being the high road from Calcutta and all Bengal to 
J uggernauth in Orissa. We understood that some time before and after 
the Juggernauth festival, the crowds of pilgrims proceeding to and from 
Pooree through this _place, are immense. This would render it an ad­
~ble station for a missionary, at least for a few weeks in the year. 
He would there have an opportunity to proclaim the word of life, and 
to distribute tracts to thousands and tens of thousands. 

At eight A. M. we returned to our boat to breakfast, and to have wor­
ship with our native brethren. When this was concluded, the latter 
went on shore, and preached to the people from the parable of the pro­
digal son. Soon after we joined them, and I addressed another congre­
gation, proving to them that Jesus Christ is the only true incarnation 
through which men can be delivered from their sins, and obtain a new 
and holy nature. Many of the persons present listened with deep at­
tention. One of the principal inhabitants, however, was evidently ill­
disposed. So, in order to put him to the test, I asked him whether he 
had heard what was said. "Yes, (replied he, with a fol'ced laugh,) but 
I took care when your words entered through my right ear, to let them 
go out through my left." Seeing that he was anxious to excite a laugh 
age.inst us and our message, I spoke seriously to him in the presence of 
all. and reminded him that by acting as he did, he was injuring his own 
soul, and making light of that which might lead to his eternal salvation. 
This made him more serious ; but he remained hardened, and added :­
" I do not care about eternity ; for whatever is written on my forehead 
on that score, will happen whatever I may do."-(N. B. The Hinduij 
have an idea that their fate is written on their foreheads, and they view the 
seams that divide the scull as that writing, which, however, is unintelli­
gible to mortals.)-Upon thia, I asked this man what his profession 
Willi ? He replied, he was a merchant a.ud shopkeeper. I then further 
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im1uil'ccl of him, why, if his fnte was written on his forehead, he opened 
his shop in the morning, and why he was praising his wares to the 
pnssers by? for that if it wns his fate to sell, he would do it without 
rxerlion of his own ? He saw he harl got into a dilemma, and replied 
nothing. I took occnsion from this to point out again to him and the 
nssembled natives, the foolishness as well as the wickedness of trifling 
with their own souls. A good number of tracts were distributed; and 
,~hen the tide made, we proceeded on our journey up the Rupnarain 
n1·er. 

Janua,-y 5th, 1846.-Arrived early this morning at Gupi-gunje, 
and sent our native brethren on shore to ascertain what place it was, 
and whether it would afford us a good prospect of usefnlness. When 
they returned, they reported having met only a few persons to whom 
they spoke the word of life, and that the place, except on the weekly 
market-days, was almost deserted; so, we thought best to push on in 
the hope of reaching to-day Ghatal, which is a large native town four­
teen miles higher up the river. 

At eleven A. M,, while passing a few huts situated on the banks of the 
river, a native c<J.me running after the boat along the shore, begging we 
would stop a few moments and shoot an alligator which had taken its 
station in a large pond near his house, and was daily destroying the 
ducks. He added, that he feared the monster would soon do worse: 
as only the day before it had devoured a baboon that had come to the 
pond to drink. As a friend, on my leaving Calcutta, had kindly lent 
me a fowling-piece, I lost no time in loading it with ball, and proceeded 
to the infested tank. I had not waited long before the alligator came 
up near the opposite side, when I took aim and hit it in the neck. The 
animal plunged ; but was not dead, as could be seen by the motion of 
the water above where it was. Indeed, it is very rare that an alligator 
dies at once of a single wound. The vitality of these animals is so 
great, that they live generally for days afterwards. The native who 
had called us, expressed his thanks, and the hope that he would soon 
be delighted with the sight of the dead carcase of the monster floating 
on the water, in which hope we sympathized. 

Arrived at about four P. M., at a small village, three miles on this 
side of Ghatal, where the ll<1pnarain became so shallow, that it was 
impossible for our boats to proceed farther. We, therefore, remained 
there, and after dinner proceeded to Ghatnl on foot, with a view to 
inspect the place ; and with the intention on the following day to make 
it the scene of our labours. We found it to be a very large and popu­
lous town, where much trade in country produce is carried on. But, 
while walking through its streets, and noticing the innumerable temples, 
we felt like Paul at Athens, grieved to see this whole population given 
to gross idolatry. Ghntal would be a very eligible Missionary station; 
but, alas ! how many such populous towns are there in Bengal, which 
nre not even visited occasionally by the heralds of the cross, and whose 
inhabitants never get any opportunity of hearing the Gospel. 0 ! for 
more labourers !-Returned very late to our boat. 

Januai·y 6th, 1846.-At nine A. M., proceeded to Ghatal again; but 
as we found the people were not. yet stirring, we went through the towu 
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t.owards Baroda, which is about three miles distant from it. Here is n 
far-famed shrine of Bi8ka-L1tkl.-y, a form of Kali. The temple itself is 
of the ordinary description, but the idol is of immense size, representing 
the horrible goddess Kali standing on the outstretched body of her 
husband Siva, with II scimitar in one hand, and a gory hu111an head in 
the other, and wearing a necklace made of human skulls, and a girdle 
composed of human hands strung together. 

·we entered the precincts, and the officiating brahmans, taking us, 
probably, for gentlemen in the Company's service, received ns with 
every mhrk of outward respect, and seemed rather sm-prised we could. 
speak their language so fluently, and reason familiarly on the subject of 
their religion. They endeavoured to impress us with exalted notions 
of their goddess, and told us with great gra,ity that among the numerous 
benefits conferred by her on her worshippers, one was, that such a wor­
shipper was never without a son and heir in his family. The poor 
Hindus, of course, believe all this. Hence the concourse at this place 
of many wealthy men, anxious to obtain the special blessing promised, 
and such is their infatuation, that although many notwithstanding the 
richest offerings, fail of success, yet the fame of the goddess is not 
lessened thereby, and thousands continue to flock to her temple! How 
truly are these words of the prophet applicable to these idolaters,­
" He feedeth on ashes : a deceived heart has turned him aside, that he 
cannot deliver his soul nor say : Is there not a lie in my right hand ?" 

We again, from the spectacle before us, took occasion to speak on the 
subject of idolatry, and endea,oured to show to the brahmans and the 
people around, not only how sinful it was to worship any but the one 
true God who has made heaven and earth, but also how vain and 
unreasonable it is to pay adoration to beings who have eyes but see 
not-ears, but hear not, &c. To our no small surprise, they listened 
without making any objections ; nay, they seemed to assent to what 
was said. The fact is, that many of these priests are perfectly aware 
of the turpitude of idolatry, and I have no doµbt, would gladly give it 
up, if some other way of providing for themselves and families pre­
sented itself. 

Obserring in front of the idol, and placed on a pedestal, a piece of 
masonry in the form of a baptismal font, we drew near to it, and saw 
some blood in it. We inquired into its use, and were told that the blood 
of the animals offered in sacrifice to the goddess was poured into this 
vessel. This led us to address the brahmans and others on the subject of 
11acrifi,ce11 in general, their nature and design ; and then we pointed out 
to them the great sacrifice of the Lamb of God, that alone taketh away 
the sins of the world. After having spoken much of Jesus and his 
love to perishing men, we left the temple of Biaha-Lukky, praising God 
that he bad enabled us to bear witness to the truth in the very syna­
gogue of Satan, and on the very spot where, as Paul says, sacrifices are 
offered to devils. 

We then proceeded to view some extensive ruins of an Indian fort 
in the neighbourhood, whose last possessor was a certain rajah named 
Saba-Singh. It was built on an artificially raised ground, twelve feet 
above tbJ! level of the country, with a moat around it, and altogether of 
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gl'cnt strength, nn<l well suite<l to be the stronghold of a refractory 
chieftain, which its last occupant wns. The fort containe<l, besides the 
pnlnce of the rnjah, his treasury, elephants' an<l horses' stables, &c., 
also numerous temples, consecratc<l to various i<lols ; but all now in a 
stutc of <lccny, an<l the habitation of serpents, owls, a11<l bats. On 
ascending the rninous staircase of the tower of the principnl temple, we 
were not a little surprise<l to find it occupie<l by a whole family of 
baboons, who, on seeing us, leaped down through an aperture in the 
wall, a height of at least thirty feet, apparently highly vexed at om 
intrusion. We coul<l not, on this spot, help reflectil!g on the vicissitu<le 
of human affairs. Here was a lofty temple, once the resort of a royal 
family and its courtly atten<lants-the seat of a venerate<l idol, at 
whose shrine numerous priests were officiating daily ; bnt now, all was 
deserted, and the sole frequenters a tribe of monkeys! Sic transit gloria 
mundi ! We prayed internally that the fate of this temple might soon 
be that of all others in India, and that such a revolution might be ac­
complished by the onward progress of the blessed Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It being near twelve o'clock, we left Baroda and returned to Ghatal. 
The market-place was now crow<led with people. Here we and our 
native brethren divided ourselves in three bands, and addressed separate 
congregations, enforcing the usual topics on s1ich occasions. The at­
tention was very good, and the eagerness to get our books particularly 
great. We then proceeded to the riversside, and entered into an inte­
resting conversation with several native merchants, whom we endeavoured 
to persuade to worship one God, and to trust for salvation on the one 
great Saviour, Jesus Christ. A good feeling prevailed during the 
discussion, and we trust the impression left in regard to Christianity 
was a favourable one. 

At three P. M. returned to our boat. On our way thither we met a 
poor native woman, nearly nakecl, whose family, we understood, had all 
died out, and for whom nobody now cared. We purchased a cloth for 
her, and gave her a trifle in money, which little act of kindness, we 
observed, had a good effect on the people aronnd, who saw that Chris­
tianity is not an empty theory, but a religion prompting to charity and 
love. 

At LI½ P.M. we took up our anchor to retrace our steps down.the 
R11pnarain, and at about an hour before dark arrived at a village called 
Bondor Ghat, where we immediately went on shore. An indigenous 
school was assembled under a large tree, and the boys were occupied in 
writing on palm and plantain leaves. A good number of the inhabitants 
were also present, and among them two supercilious brahmans, who, on 
hearing we were missionaries, and in order to impose on the villagers, 
affecte<l to look down upon us with contempt, as silly and ignorant meu. 
Seeing that if they succeeded in impressing the people with this notion, 
our preaching would be in vain, or probably not listened to, I turned to 
the school-master and asked him whether he could work any sum in 
arithmetic I might dictate to him. On his replying in the afti.rrnatin-, 
11s I anticipated, I dictnted him rather II difficult one. lie immediatdy 
set to work, but after repeated attempts could evidently make nothing 

2 II 2 • 



Aborigines of India. [Al'RlL, 

of it. The proud brahmans, interested in the honour of their school­
master, endea'l"oured to assist him, but succeeded no better. Upon this 
I asked for a plantain leaf and a pen, and in a few minutes worked the 
sum before them. This altered the state of affairs, and instead of being 
looked upon with contempt, whispers were heard, "Ah, what clever and 
learned Sahebs ha'l"e come to-day!" \Ve a'l"ailed ourselves of this im­
pro'l"ed feeling, and preached the Gospel to the assembled crowd, who 
listened with an attention we could ne,;,er ha'l"e commamled but for the 
matter of the sum. In this way missionaries have to resort to every law­
ful expedient to ge\ a favomable hearing, and become every thing to all 
men that they may win some. It being quite dark when we had done, 
we returned to our boat.. 

January 7th and Stk.-Sailed down the Rupnarain, and saw several 
alligators as large as the trunks of good-sized trees, basking in the sun 
near the shore. Found no good opportunity to land. 

January 9tk.-Very early this morning, we re-entered the Ganges, 
and at about ten A. M., reached Diamond Harbour, where that river is 
about 6 miles broad. It is a famous anchornge for ships on their pro­
gress towards Calcutta. After having gone to the Post-office for a few 
minutes, we continued our course towards the sea, as it was our intention 
to be present this year at the annual Bathing Festival at Saugor Island, 
which we knew, by former experience, offers a most favourable oppor­
tunity for an effectual prosecution of missionary labours. [The remain­
der of the Journal detailing the visit to Saugor, appeared in the Ob­
aerr,er last year.] 

lV.-.A.borigines of India. 

SJNGPBOS. 

Locality.-Tbe country the Singphos now inhabit is that 
portion of Assam, which is bounded on the east by the Langtang 
hills, on the south by the Patkoi range, on the west by a line 
drawn south from Suddia till it ·meets the last mentioned moun­
tains, and on the north by the Lohit river. Their primitive 
abode, distant two months' journey from their present, was a 
plain on the summit of Mujai Singra, situated between the 
country of the Bor Khamtis and the Chinese frontier. 

Origin.-Respecting their early history they tell the follow­
ing legends. In the beginning the Supreme being created man, 
and regarded him with special kindness and favour. He gave 
him the whole earth to dwell in and ei1joy, but forbade him 
bathing or wai;hing in the river called Riimsita, under a threat­
ened penalty of being devoured by the Rakhas, (Demon:) and 
totally destroyed as the forfeit of his disobedience. That if, on 
the conti·ary, he refrained, Rakhas should have no power over 
him, and he should iuhcrit the earth eternally. 
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Mankind, however, soon disoheyc<l the injunction, and the 
whole rnce was devoured by Rakhas, with the exceptiou of a 
man calle<l Siri Jia, an<l hiR wife Phaksat. 

These were seated under a tree, whPn the Gosein caused a 
parrot, perched 011 a bough, to speak, and give them warning 
to avoid the north, and fly to the i'lonthward, hy which they 
would escape from Rakhas's hands. The man Sfri' .Ha oheyt•d, 
hut Phaksat took the other road, and fell i11to the clutches of 
Rakhas. When Siri Jia 1:mw Phaksat in the power of the demon, 
he was divided from them by the river R{,msita, the forbi<lde11 
st1·eam, and forgetting, or disregarding the prohibition, he im­
mediately crossed it to her rescue, and was also taken by 
Rakhas, who prepared to devour them. In the act, however, 
of lifting them to his mouth, a flame issued from all parts of 
his body, and consumed him on the spot, since which time 110 

Rakhases have been seen on the earth in a palpable shape. 
The great Gosein having then fully instructed Siri Jfa and 

Phaksat in all useful knowledge, placed them on the ~Iu.jai 
Singra-bhum hill, and from them the present race of men are 
descended. 

The race of man having killed and roasted buffaloes and 
pigs, which they devoured, without offering up the prescribed 
po1·tions in sacrifice to the gods, the Supreme Being, in his 
anger, sent an universal deluge, which covered the earth, and 
destroyed the whole race of man, with the exception of two 
men called Kung-litang and Kuliyang and their wives, whom 
he warned to take refuge on the top of Singra-bhum bill, which 
remained above the waters; from them the present race are de­
scended. 

A brother and sister belonging to a race superior to man 
were also saved. The Supreme Being directed them to conceal 
themselves under a conical mound of earth, taking with them 
two cocks and nine spikes of bamboo, the latter they were to 
stick through the sides of the mound and pull them out one by 
one daily. They did so for eight days, but the cocks took no 
notice. On drawing out the ninth, the light appeai;ed through, 
and the cocks crew, by which they knew that the waters had 
subsided. They then went out, and as they were in search of 
fire, they encountered the old woman belonging to the Demon 
Rak has, who endeavoured to seize them ; thev, however, effected 
their escape to the ninth heaven, where they were deified, and 
a1·e sacrificed to by the Singphos, with cocks and pigs. 

'l'he name of the brother is Kai-jan, and the sister Giung. 
Government.-Divided into twelve tribes, which hem· the 

names of their respective chiefs, the Singphos, both in the legis­
lative and executive departments of gorernment are indepen-
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~l1·11t of each otl1cr, and seldom unite together, except it he to 
plunder a neighbouring state, wealthy and powerful, or to chas­
tise .a chief of their own nation who has become obnoxious to 
them all. 

For generations thry preyed on the Assamese, laid waste the 
country, seized extensive tracts of fertile land, and captured 
Yast numbers of the inhabitants whom they reduced to the 
wretched condition of slaves. Though since the occupation of 
Assam by British troops their depredations have been checked, 
the propensity to plunder and war still exists, and is occasion­
ally manifested. Three thousand of them, in 1830, a1·med with 
spears, daus, jinjals, and muskets, and commanded by Wakum 
Koonjie, marched against Snddia, threatening to slay every 
soul of the corps, and dri,·e the English out of the country. 
Confident of victory and never dreaming of defeat, they brought 
with them shackles for ten thousa(1d captives, but the sepoys, 
in number infinitely inferior to them, led on by Capt. Neuf­
ville, the political agent, attacked them with such soldier-like 
spirit that they ran fro:n the field in great consternation. In 1835 
the Singphos, under the command of Dutra, were not so easily 
1·epulsed; they compelled Busa, a chief of their own nation in 
alliance with the British, to fly for his life, put to death every 
member of his family they seized, carried indiscriminate slaugh­
ter among his vassals, not sparing man, woman or child, and 
were not completely routed till they had fought two well con­
tested battles. Though vanquished, they 1·esolutely refused to 
submit, and embraced every opportunity to resist the authority 
of the conquerors, treated all those who were friendly to the 
British with obloquy, contempt and vengeance, and even be­
headed some of them. Fur a considerable time the district 
remained in an unsettled and disturbed state, and required fo1· 
its protection the presence of a ·large military force. 

Much improvement has however of late taken place among the 
Singphos; many have relinquished thei1· marauding habits, and 
earn their livelihood by industl"ious labour, devoting their atten­
tion to agriculture, that yields ample returns, and to the manu­
facture of tea, which affords them a prospect of rising to afflu­
ence. The acquisition of property will give them a pe1·sonal 
interest in the maintenance of peace and good government, and 
induce them to lend all their influence to effect the refo!'mation 
of the yet remaining freebooters. 

Religion.-1'heircountrymen of celebrity, especially those who 
have greatly distinguished themselves and fallen on th~ field ~f 
battle, are coustituted household gods and honoured with sacn­
ficial rites. 

In seasons of danger, distress, pestilence and famine, they 
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propitiate the lorcl of the elements by offering cocks, hogs ancl 
buffaloes; the heads of the buffaloes are afterwards hung up iu 
their houses, as memorials of their piety. 

'l'hey have temples and priests of Goutama in most of the 
towns and principal villages, but their knowledge of the Bud­
dhist religion is of a recent elate, acquired, they say, from the 
Shans and Khamats. 

Slavery.-Before they conquered the Assamese and macle 
them slaves, their agricultural, domestic and other menial duties 
were performed by persons of their own nation, who urgecl by 
the presence of abject poverty, voluntarily sold themselves to 
their rich neighbours fo1· a limited period or life. 

The number of the people thus reduced to slavery was ex­
ceedingly great; it bore a proportion to the number of fifty to 
one. 

Polygamy.-Unrestricted polygamy prevails, every man 
being pe1·mitted to take as many wives as he pleases and is able 
to support, but he treats alike the children of all of them. 

Funerals.-The poor are interred soon after death, but the 
rich are kept a considerable period, sometimes several years. 
The body is removed to a shed erected at a distance from the 
dwelling, unde1· which it remains till decomposition is com­
pleted, when the skeleton is placed in a coffin and borne to the 
house, where it lies in state till the day of burial. When the 
English force took possession of the stockade of Gakhind the 
body of a chief was found surrounded with all the insignia of 
his rank, and had thus lain, it was said, more than two years. 
As the branches of the family who reside at a distance are en­
titled to be present at the funeral solemnities, and would con­
sider themselves grossly insulted and take deadly vengeance for 
the offence were they to be performed without their knowledge, 
they are made acquainted with the death of thei1· kinsman and 
invited to attend his remains to the grave. As sending intel­
ligence and receiving their replies consumes much time, the last 
rites are from necessity long deferred. vVhen they have all 
arrived or signified their inability to come, the body is commit­
ted to the earth, and a monument, composed of clay, erected 
to perpetuate the name of the deceased. If he died of natural 
death, no other ceremony is perfonned, but if cut off by violence, 
they sacrifice a buffaloe at the grave, and as a memorial of the 
manner in which he came by his death, fasten the head of the 
animal to the centre of a large cross made in the form of St. 
Andrew's. 

Law of Inhei·itance.-The law of inheritance is somewhat 
peculiar and recognises but two persons; it authorizes the 
oldest son to succeed to the title and estate, the youngest 
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to all the personal and moveable property, and leaves the 1·est 
of the children unportioned. 

Tea 11rnm1;facture.-1'he tea-tree grows ,vild in the Singpho 
country, and the rd10lesome beverage made from it is in genernl 
use. ''. Mr. Bruce _mentions the following as the native process 
of making- tea. First, the leaves a1·e collected from the tree, 
and put into large boilers containing wat~r. As soon as the 
water boils, ~he decoction is drawn off, and thrown away, and 
the lea,·es, berng taken out of the boiler, are put into a pit duo­
in the ground, and lined with some sort of leaves, to prevent 
~he tea_coming in con~ac~ with the earth. When the pit is 
filled with tea-leaves 1t 1s then spread well over with a thick 
layer of the other leaves, and after all, covered ove1· with earth, 
so as to exclude all air. In this state it is allowed to remain 
for two or three months, when the pit is opened, and the tea 
sold on the !.pot to traders, who pack it closely up in the joints 
of bamboos, earthen pots, &c., and transport it to other parts 
of the country on mules for sale." • 

" In addition to the tea tree, the Singpho count1·y has lately 
been discovered to abound in many valuable gums, well adapt­
ed for varnishes. 

Trade with China.-" The important articles of trade export­
ed by the Chinese from the Singpho country are gold dust and 
precious stones of various colours, and ivory." 

Gold dust.-" The gold dust is procurable from most of the 
streams of the Brahmaputra; but the gathering it is but a poor 
trade, and is now but little followed. The place most celebrat­
ed for its precious stones is Mung-kung or Mogaum." 

Precious stones.-" On a range of hills near it, a great num­
ber of deep mines are dug, and the working of them affords 
occupation for mauy thousand inhabitants. When a stone of 
moderate weight is found it is hoisted to the mouth of the 
shaft by a windlass erected for the purpose. But they frequent­
ly meet with large masses, which they have not the powe1· of 
moving; these they contrive to break to pieces." 

Mining.-" The workmen begin by kindling a strong fire all 
over and around the precioui, stones, till it is well heated; they 
then mark off with some powerful liquid, the piece they wish to 
break off, a large stone is suspended from the top of the shaft 
perpendicularly over the piece to be broken off, and when all 
is ready, the stone is cut away, and falling with great impetus 
upon the mass below, breaks off the fragment exactly according 
to the line drawn with the liquid. It is difficult to account of 
this mysterious liquid being able to prevent the whole mass 
from being splintered, and how it should preserve such a line of 
separation ; yet such is the native belief, and it is not impro-
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bahle that its effect is merely imaginary, or that it ill practised 
from Rome super!!tition.'' 

" These stones are afte1·wards cut into convenient pieces by 
means of a bamboo bow with a string of twisted wire, the 
string being appliecl to the stone and used as a saw, while its 
action is assisted by some sort of pulverized mineral.* As 
might be expected, much bloodshed is frequently the conse­
quence of finding these hidden treasures. When any cloubt 
arises about the party who first discovered one, or about the 
right possession, bloody battles ensue with short swords in 
hand between whole villages. Large emeralds are allowed to be 
around the pits unclaimed by any one: no one venturing to 
ca1Ty them away, lest every one would fall upon them in ven­
geance. These precious stones are afterwards carried on mules 
to China, and are sold at very high prices, some of them bring­
ing 7 01· 800 seers weight of silver. The Burmese governor 
levies a tax of two seers on every 10 that are exported. These 
mules are driven along in gangs of 20 to 30 ; the drivers go 
around with swords and matchlocks, and guicle their beasts of 
burden by word of mouth. The route they pursue to China 
is via Catmow or the lrnwadi, and the overland journey from 
Mung-kung to Catmow occupies about nine days.'' 

Amber.-" Besides the mines of precious stones there are 
several amber mines in the province of Hukung, which are 
wrought to considerable advantage. The amber is cut into cy­
linders about a quarter inch in diamete1·, and two inches long, 
and is worn as a_n ornament stuck through a hole in the lobe of 
the ear, both by Assamese and Burmese." 

Ivory.-" A large quantity of ivory is exported by the China 
me1·chants. It is almost all obtained by the Singphos from 
shooting the wild elephants with poisoned a1-rows fired from a 
loaded musket. When once they get upon the tract of a herd, 
they continue the pursuit for days together, taking up favour­
able positions upon trees, or lying in wait in the long grass till 
they can take a fatal aim. Vast numbers of these noble animals 
are destroyed in this manner, both by the Singphos and Kangtis; 
they are as susceptible to the fatal effects of poison as the 
smalle1· animals, and fall down dead immediately after being 
slightly wounded. Their teeth are struck out by the hunters, 
and the carcasses are left to be devoured by the beasts of prey." 

Chinese returns.-" In return for these valuable commodities 
the Chinese b1·ing into the Singpho country, nankins, silks, 
lacquered and Chinaware, lead, copper, and partic1llarly silver." 

" A great portion of the si.lver that comes into Assam 
through the Singphos is stamped with Chinese characters. It 

* Doubtless eomndum: this is the mode of cutting hard stones.-Eos. 
VOL. VIII. 2 I 
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can scarcely be called a coin, but a peace of bullion ; and ap~ 
pears to have been made by scoopin~ out a small round hole in 
a piece of clay, then filling it with molten silver, and before it 
becomes cold, impressing it with the Chinese stamp. Not hvo 
of these lumps of silver are of the same value 01· size: theii· 
intrinsic worth is ascertained by their weight, and is foun<l to 
vary from two to 10 rupees." 

Bullion._« Though the metal is very pme, it is called kacha 
rupa, and one sicca weight of it is fixed as equal to only half 
a sicca of the properly coined metal. No incom·enience arises 
in purchasing articles of small value; the hill tribes take out 
their dau, and chop it into pieces even to the portion of a pice. 
This kacha rupa is eagerly purchased by the chiefs in U ppe1· 
Assam, who, after adulterating it-largely, cast it into their own 
coin, and thus realize an enormous profit. These chiefs have 
most of them mints of their own, and are in the habit of coin­
ing rupees for any one who will give them the raw material, re­
taining only JO per cent. for their trouble."* 

The Burmese Singphos who possess extensive territories 
on both banks of the Irawadi, and occupy much of the land 
stretching from the Patkoi mountains eastwa1·d to the borders 
of China, though a distinct and independant tribe, n'laintain 
friendly intercourse with those of Assam, have the same cus­
toms and manners, and consequently do not require to be_ se­
parately noticed. 

V.-Evangelical Alliance. 

We have noticed from time to time the formation and pro­
gress of the Evangelical Alliance in England, as interesting to 
all who seek to advance the unity of the Lord's Church on 
earth. By a recent mail, we have received papers containing 
the following advertisement of a Magazine devoted to the ob­
jects of the Alliance, and to the spread of tl'Uth in all parts of 
the world. The Advertisement speaks for itself. The Maga­
zine, will, we trust, be very useful in furthering aims so scriptu­
ral : and so interesting not only to the members of the church of 
Christ in Europe, but in India likewise. 

* Journal of the Asia.tic Society, Vol. V. pp. 202, 203, 204, 205, 206. 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM; 
Its State and Prospects. 

A MONTHLY PERIODICAL 
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Established and Conducted by Members of the British Organisation, in 
connexion with the 

EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 
Price Fourpence. Sto.mped, Fivepence; or Five Shillings per Year. 

Conducted by 
Rev. T. R. BIRKS, M.A. I Rev. W. CHALMERS, M.A. 
Rev. W. M. BUNTING. Rev. JOHN HARRIS, D. D. 

Rev. EDWARD STEA::-l'E, D. D. 
The Periodical thus announced solicits attention on many grounds. 
In the first place, it is not intended to be the organ of any one denomi­

tion of Christians, or to advocate any peculiar and distinctive class of 
religious opinions; but to promote catholic Christianity. It takes, as 
the exponent of its theological views, the doctrinal summary of the 
Evangelical Alliance. Regarding the great principles which are there 
set forth as the common faith of Christians, it will maintain them as 
opposed on either hand to Romanism and infidelity, and as uniting all 
true believers of every Church in a sound and scriptural Evangelism. 

It may be proper, that the several denominations should have each 
its own representative in the religious literature of the times ; but it 
seems at least equally becoming, that one periodical should combine and 
represent them all. 

In the next place, the list of its contributors will include, not only 
British Christians, but also well-informed persons in the various coun­
tries of Continental Europe, in America, and in those other parts of the 
world from which Christian brethren were gathered together at the 
recent Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, in London. 

A correspondence has been opened with eminent scholars and divines 
on both sides of the Atlantic, and their assistance secured in the con­
duct of the work. 

Thirdly, its proprietors and editors are, and, by a provision to that 
effect, always must be, members of the British Organisation of the 
Evangelical Alliance ; and the work will be rendered subservient to the 
interests of that great institution. 

It is, however, to be distinctly stated, that the responsibility, pecu­
niary, moral, and literary, rests altogether with its proprietors and con­
ductors. While its pages will always be open to the documents of the 
Organisation, it will be a perfectly independent journal. 

Fourthly, its plan will be simple, and its contents various. It will 
contain original papers, in which, among other topics of a more general 
nature, the vital truths of the gospel will be discussed ; not so much, 
however, in a polemical manner, as didactically and spiritually, and with 
a view to exhibit their practical influence in the formation and develop­
ment of Christian character. 

2 I 2 
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It will gh•e extensh·e aud accurate information of the religious move­
ments 011 the Continent of Europe. The best sources are accessible to 
it in France, in Prussia, in Germany, in Switzerland, and in other 
European countries ; from whence it will be able to supply correct and 
deeply interesting intelligence of the state and prospects of Reformed 
Christianity-its antagonists, and the influences which favour its ad­
vancement-its conflicts, reverses, and triumphs. Nor will its atten­
tion be restricted to Europe, or to Protestantism. It will keep an 
observant eye upon the restless spirit and the sinuous efforts of Anti­
christ in every part of the world; giving warning, where it may, whether 
of the treacherous approaches, or of the open assaults, of the foe. 

In cases where there may not exist conclusive reasons fol' withholding 
them, the names of Contributors will be inserted. 

It will report the progress of Allian_ce principles and efforts through­
out the world, furnishing accounts of the- formation of " District Orga-

• nisations," wherever they are instituted, and opening a channel of inter­
communication between them. 

It will afford a convenient and desirable medium through which the 
Foreign Correspondence of the British Organisation may be presented 
both to Members and to the Public, should the Committee be disposed 
to avail themsekes of its columns. 

Althongh not intended to assume the character of a Review, it will 
nevertheless be within the province of this Journal to notice such pub­
lications as tend either to advance or to retard the progress of catholic 
troth and love. 

Fifthly, no pains will be spared to bring out the work in a good type, 
and in .a handsome style. '\\"ith a desire, further, to secure an exten­
sive circulation, and to bring the principles it will advocate into contact 
with the greatest number of minds, the price is fixed at fourpence, for 
which it is intended to give two sheets octavo. 

In conclusion, the Proprietors, though embarking a large capital in 
the undertaking, renounce all perso_nal gain, and devote the profits to 
the British Organisation of the Evangelical Alliance. And, as a guar­
antee to the Public of the impartiality with which it is designed that 
the work shall be conducted. they announce, with a satisfaction in which 
they assure themselves of universal sympathy, that they have engaged a 
corps of five Editors, selected from the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, 
Wesleyan, Congregationalist, and Baptist Communions. 

The first number will appear on the 15th of January, 1847, and the 
work will be published on the first of each succeeding month. 

Editorial communications for "Evangelical Christendom," to be ad­
dressed to the Editors, 34, Paternoster-row, London. 

All communications respecting the business of the periodical, to be 
addressed to the publishers, Messrs. PARTRIDGE and OAKEY, as above, 
of whom the stamped edition should be ordered, prepaid by postage­
stamps, post-office order, or otherwise. 

London : Partridge and Oakey, Paternoster-row ; Seeleys, Fleet­
treet ; Nisbet and Co., Bemers-street. Edinburgh : J. Johnstone. 
Glasgow; D. Robertson.-Nonconformi,t. 
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VI.-Departure of Missionaries for England :-Publications on 
Missions. 

(From the Culculte. Christian Intelligencer.) 

The Rev. J. F. Osborne, with Mrs. Osborne and their three chil­
dren, embarked in the Queen on Saturday, the 13th of February, for 
England. We are soon also to lose another of our zealous labourers in 
the cause of Missions, though only we believe, for a short period. The 
Rev. J. Long is about to proceed to England (in April) by the over­
land route. The return of Missionaries to Europe for a season, with 
the great cause, which first moved them to quit their country and their 
home, still near their hearts, is by no means the matter of regret which 
some would represent it to be ; as their personal intercourse with those 
who are zealously disposed towards the good of India, and their per­
sonal appeals to the compassion of Christians in behalf of the heathen, 
are among the most important and the most efficient means of keeping 
alive and of promoting Missionary zeal at home, and of calling forth 
labourers to devote themselves to the blessed work. The beneficial 
effect of these visits in some cases has a,ssumed a more permanent 
form, in leading to the publication of books upon Missionary subjects. 
A Missionary upon his arrival at home is beset by a multitude of ques­
tions by persons eager to acquire information upon the state of the 
heathen world, and upon the difficulties, trials, and success of the 
plans in operation for its a~lioration. This directs his mind into 
such channels of thought and recollection, as to furnish him with abun­
dant materials for putting together in a connected form the result of 
his past experience in his days of toil and labour in the J\,lissionary 
field ; and aftei.· a free and extensive use of these materials in the 
journeys which he takes throughout his native land to plead in behalf 
of the Society to which he belongs, it often happens that they assume 
the final and more permanent aspect of a book-well cligEsted, authen­
tic in its information, and stirring in its appeal. As illustrations of 
what we write, we may point our readers to the valuable and most 
interesting volumes of the Rev. J. J. Weitbrecht, and the Rev. C. B. 
Leupolt, recently published: and all, who desire to acquaint themselves 
with authentic and valuable information upon the subject of l\Iissions, 
ought to furnish themselves with these volumes.* 

We are very happy to learn that the two brethren, whose departure 
or intended departure we have alluded to, are both of them anticipating 
their arrival at home by now devoting their time and their Yaluable ex­
perience to a similar end. The Rev. J. F. Osborne purposed to employ 
the leisure which the voyage round the Cape would afford him, to the 
preparation of a work consisting mainly of Biographical Sketches of 
Native Christians, of all Protestant denominations, regarding whom 
thel'e is good hope of their having died in the Lord ;-and a most 

* Protestant Missions in Bengal, by Rev. J. J. Vleitbrecht, Burdwnn, Church 
Missionary Society; publiohed by Shaw, in London: and Recollections of an Indian 
Missionary, by the Rev. C. B. Leupolt, Benares, Church Missionary Society, pub­
lished by Seeley, Fleet Street. 
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impoitant and instructive work it will be, if carefully executed, as we 
have every guarantee that it will be, in the cha1·acte1· of the excellent 
individual by whom it has been projected and undertaken. 

The Prospectus of the work which the Rev. J. Long has devised and 
undertaken ha.s already appeared in all the Calcutta papers ; and has 
met with universal approval. We need not therefore enter more into 
particulars regarding this important scheme, than to add our hearty 
concurrence in the farnrable opinions which have been nlready made 
public, and to wish Mr. Long every success in his great undertaking. 
His projected work will supply a great desideratum ; and we believe 
that he possP.sses materials, which nothing but his indefatigable zeal 
could have brought together or rescued from oblivion. There are few 
persons who have the gift of bringinii; together into one clear and com­
prehensive ~-iew, statistical details, which are dry in themselves, though 
of the utmost ,alue, as forming the data and the chief ground-work of 
all extensive and well-conceived designs. We hope Mr. Long will 
give us references to his authorities, as this will most materially 
enhance the ,alue of his researches; or, where authorities cannot be 
quoted, that the fact will be stated, and such arguments furnished, as 
will enable the reader to judge of the degree of confidence with which 
the information is to be received. In a statistical work, it is of the 
utmost importance to furnish the means of separating the Ci;;RTAIN 
from the PROBABLE or DouBTFUL. 

PROSPECT.US. 
The military exploits of the English in North India have long en­

gaged the pens of various historians-their career in this country in 
the departments of literature and civil polity have also been laid before 
the public-but the noblest theme of all is their efforts towards the 
education and Christianisation of North India. 

But much even of what has been done in this respect during the 
last thirty years has been bidden from the view of persons of the pre­
sent day, being eitqer buried in manuscript documents, in . report~ now 
rare or voluminoU11, or in the recollections of a few who still surnve. 

The present seems a favorable period to preserve "those fragments 
of the wreck of time ;" and to arrange them in a lucid form, it is the 
more necessary as the effects of climate and the changing nature of 
European society are gradually diminishing our stock of documentary 
evidence. 

It is not however too late, and in order to preserve from oblivion 
and arrange in an accessible form, the Educational and Missionary 
proceedings of some of the various Societies in N ortb India, though 
of some only single copies remain, the following publications are still 
available. 
The Missionary Register .. 
Government Education Reports.. . . . . 
The Reports of the Propagation Society, Calcutta 

Ditto the Home Society 
The Reports of the Church Miss. Soc. Calcutta 
Of the Home Society., 

34 vols.octavo 
8 vols. 

15 Reports 
20 vols.octavo 
24 Nos. 
26 vols.octavo 
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The Reports of the Ladies' Soc. for Female education. 16 No!!. 
The Reports of the Free school, High school, Paren­

tal Academy .. 
'fhe Reports of the Cal. Christian Knowledge Soe,-iety 

Ditto of the Home Society. . . . . . 
The Calcutta Christian lntelligencer . 
The Reports of the Calcutta Church Miss. Associ­

ation .. 
The Benares, Agra, Gorakpur, Chuna, Himmalayn 

ditto .. 
Minutes of Committees, MS. documents. 

56 Nos. 
16 Nos. 
16 vols.octavo 

vols.octavo 22 

22 Nos. 

26 Nos. 

In 1813 the Missionary Register began in London, it has met and 
still meets with an extensive circulation, the object of which its Editor, 
the Rev. J. Pratt, stated to be to give annually a digest of reports "so 
as to omit no one of considerable importance and present those which 
are most striking in their just and lively colours, to gi,e an orderly 
arrangement to the whole and yet to bring it within an orderly com­
pass." 

In 1824 C. Lushington, Esq. then Secy. to Government, published 
his " History of Benevolent and Charitable Institutions in Calcutta," 
a work which gave a powerful stimulus to the •friends of Education by 
showing that the instruction of the natives was practicable and pre­
sented few difficulties. 

It is the design of the author of the proposed work, the Rev. J. 
Long, Calcutta, who has • been collecting the materials at intervals 
during the last few years-to present to the Public in one volnme a 
condensation of information on Missionary and educational subjects 
previously communicated in a detailed form, or scattered through vari­
ous documents, minutes of Committee, manuscripts, &c., intermixed 
with illustrations drawn from the mythology, literature and manners of 
the Hindus and Musalmans : topographical and ethnographical notes 
will also be interspersed. 

The work will treat specially of the following subjects among 
others:-

THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
Kiernander's Preparatory Labours, defence of him against Carne's 

Accusations-C. G1'll.nt of Malda's exertions in missions-TV. Creigh­
ton of Maida, the Founder of Christian Vernacular Schools in North 
India-the attention of the C. l\{. S. in 1813 directed to North India 
from various circumstances-State of the public mind in England 
regarding Missions and Native Education, in North India-State of 
the Native Mind in North India between 1807 and 1846.-General 
view of the Calcutta Corresponding Committee's proceedings between 
1807 and 1846. 

CALCUTTA.-The Press 1819-Publications issued,-origin of the 
Mirzapore Station 1822,-Trinity Church,-Vernacular schools,­
preaching Chapels;-English school,-origin of the CALCU'ITA CHURCH 
MISSIONARY AssoCIATION 1823-its labours in schools. KIDDER­
PORE school founded by Raja Kali Ghosal-establishment of a mission 



248 J>vhlico-tio1t,s on Mi.Mion.~. [At>l\11,, 

at Garden Reach 1816-labours in preaching :md schools-l'xteusion 
to Takuryokar,-----con"erts there-Beala, Rurf.qe Bud,qe school,-Dum­
Dttm schools, Dighirpara-H1NDUSTANI M1ssws founded by Corrie, 
-schools-AGURPARA mission. 

AGRA.-Corrie's and Abdul Massih's labours-English and Ver­
nacular School.l"-Preaching to M!Ualman.--Agra Association,-01-phan 
Refuge-printing Press-Christian Village-Jesuit Missions at the 
Court of Akbar,-School Book Society. 

BENAREs.-A Natil'e Raja endowing a Mission School-Church 
built-Preaching at the head quarter of Hinduism,-Orphan Schools, 
-ltinerancies, Buddism the religion once dominant there. 

CHUNAR.-Labours among invalid soldiers and their wives,-Church 
built,-Itinerancies of Bowley, Con"erts, Schools,-Notice of Chuna1· 
history. 

GoRAKPUR first Christians from Romish settlement of Bettia;­
Formation of an Agricultural Christian Comrnunity,-Female Schools, 
-Itinerancies,-The Aborigines. 

l\hERVT,-Labours of Rev. d. Fisher,-Anand Massih,-The 
Sadh.l' an eclectic sect,-The Begum Sumru,-Prospects. Delhi School. 

H1MMALAYA.-Established by residents at Simla,-prospects re­
garding Tartary and Tibet,-Schools,-lt[elas. 

BuRDWAN.-Vernacular Schools and System,-Itinerancies,-Eng­
lish Schools,-Orphan Schools,-Christian boys,-Pastoral duties­
Raja of Burdwan and of Vishnupur,-Bankura Schools,-The Koles. 

KRISHNAGUR, origin of the Mission.-Duties-Karta Bhojas,­
Raiats,-English School.-Division into districts,-Christian Board­
ing Schools. CHuPRAH, KAPASDANGAH, RoTONPUn, SoLo-Nun­
DYA-KALNA, number of Schools,-Converts, l\fr. Alexander's la­
bours. T1TALAYA, Schroeter's labours designed for Tibet and Tartary, 
-Itinerancy-Tibetan MS. 

BuXAR, Corrie's Labours. Historical notices. 
JAuNPUR, Musalmans-Free School-Church,-Branch Schools. 

EDUCATIONAL SocIETIES. 

Bxseop's COLLEGE, Middleton' a designs,-Clasaical and Oriental 
System of training,-Student8 ordained-Expenditure. 

EuROPEAN ORPHAN AsvLuM, Objects,-Rev. T. Thomason's D. 
Schmid. J. Edmund' s labours in it,-the subsequent condition of the 
pupils educated. 

HIGH SCHOOL, founded by Bishops Corrie and Turner,-different 
modes of classical and English tuition adopted at various times, -
Position and Prospects of St. Paul's School. 

PARENTAL AcADEMY,-establishment,-course of studies, influence. 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE SoCIETY,-founded by Bishop Middleton, 

-its operations in School Circle8,-District Libraries-Depots,-Sale 
of Boo/ca,-circulation of Bibles and Tracts,-'franslations,-Schools at 
Russipagla,-Tallygunj, Barhipur-Chinsurah Diocesan Schools-St. 
James-Future prospects. 

The CHURCH BuILDING SocIETY,-established 1834,-number and 
cost of Churches. 
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The CLERGY A In Soc1 ETY,-subscriplions,-labours,-prospects. 
The CALCUTTA CATHJmRAL, Missionary and Educational objects,­

genernl designs, threefold. 
LADrns' SocrnTY 1,·oR FEMALE EDUCATION, Mrs. Wils()Tl,'s early 

exertions in it,-Lruly /lmlterst' s interest,~prrjudices against female 
Schools. Schools at Calcutta, Kishnagur, Burdwan. 

C1rnTRAL SCHOOL, origin-nnmber educated there-objects. 
AGURl'ARA REFUGE, Children rescued from famine,-system of 

teaching,-interest excited. 
Christ Church and Schools-FREE Sceoor., established li89,­

Dr. Bell's system introduced,-mode of education,-Industrial System 
in 1830,-Church opened 1831,-salary paid to Chaplain,-introduc­
tion of a Printing Press. 

THE SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 
BARHIPUR, commencement by Mr. Plowden,-Schools,-Out-stations, 

-Numerous Converts,-Mogra hut Church,-Barhipur Church. 
TALLYGUNJ, Tweedle's labours, Jhangira,-Coni•erts,-Christians. 

-Out-stations. Kali Ghat. 
HAURA, fTernacular Schools,-Native Christians,-English School 

-Baishlcati-Bali Khat. 
TAMLUK,-A Buddhist Metropolis_:_Itinerancy,-Converts,-Mfr­

pui·-Romanists. 
KHANPUR.-Orpltan .dsylwn,-Englislt and fTernacular Sclwsol.­

Translation Society. 
The NERBUDDA MISSION; Goonds; RAJMABAL-Christian's la­

bours among the Hill Tribes,-Cleveland and the Aborigines. 
BRIEF MEMOIRS will be appended-of Major Latter, founder of 

the first Church Mission designed for Tibet,-of W. Bowley, a dis­
tinguished East Indian, the translator of the Scriptures into Hindi,­
of the Rev. H. Fisher, the founder of the Meerut Mission. ll'Iiss Bird, 
the Caroline Fry of North India, of Jaynarayan, the Founder of the 
Church Mission School at Benares,-Bishop Turner-Bon. J. H. Har­
rington, J. Ellerton, author of the Dialogues-and of various native 
converts. 

It is hoped this work may prove of use to the following description 
of persons. 

Europeans in India-many of whom nsk the question what has been 
done in Missions, educntion,-to reply to this query requires the results 
of a series of years to be given in n summai-y and tubular form, which 
will be done in this work. 

Europeans proceeding to India,-to whom a guide book to some of 
the religious and educational institutions in this country may prove 
useful as a "hand book." 

In England-the friends of Education and Missions may be en­
couraged from rending of the workings of benevolence in India con­
nected with n few institutions ; the readers also of i·eports and Mis­
sionary periodicals may find it useful for reference and in giving a 
connected view of a Mission or Institution. 

111issionari~s mny observe the various 1wperi111e11tis that haYe been 
VOL. VIII, 2 K 
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adopted iu pnst timC'S nnd in other stations hy fellow-lnhonrers of 
theirs-may ser what new plans ha,·e sueceedet\, what failetl.-Ne11• 
l,Iissio11aritw nrri,·i1og nt a station 1nay also hy it know what their pre­
dreessors h:ive doue ancl may perhaps in somr cases he saved the trouble 
of adopting nwthods 'l\"hieh preYious experience has shown to be fruit­
less,-the common ohjections of Hindus and Musalm(ms will also be 
staterl, which nrny he a guide lo a young l\lissionary, and the various 
questions discussed nt Missionary conferences will be gin•n. 

To th~ Ed11catio11ist various points may he of interest-as the exer­
tions of "'· Crrighton of l\lalda towards the close of last century iu 
founding the first scripture Yl'Tn11cular schools-the school established 
by J nynarayan at Benares,-the industrial schools at Agra,· Gorakpur 
and Benares-Stewart's vernacular schools at llurclwan-thc progress 
of l'ducation under Nafrres and the Government. 

To the STATISTICIAN-Tabular statements will be given of the 
expenditure and income of each of the above societies-the average 
duration of .Missionary service in this 'country of the Missionaries of 
the Church, London, and Baptist Missionary Societies-the number of 
pupils connected mth the Mission Schools of the Church, with Govern­
ment Institutions and some natiYe schools, also with the General As­
sembly'i: and Free Church Institutions, and other Missionary Insti­
tutions. 

The autl10r, in a paper in the Calcutta Review, has given a brief 
account of the progress of Buddhism in India, its decline and pro­
pagandism to the eastern Archipelago, in another paper in the same 
periodical "the Portuguese in North India," he has shown the gross 
degeneracy of a once distinguished European nation-in this proposed 
work he has a more pleasing task-to exhibit the results of English 
beneYolence,-his ,ole object is to give the greatest practicable amount 
of information at the lowest possible cost. He therefore proposes, 
pronded a sufficient number of subscribers can be procured to defray 
merely the expenses of publication, to issue towards the close of this 
vear from the London Press on the above subjects a work in royal 
·12mo. extending to over 500 pages, in cloth binding with a Map of 
North India. Price 3 rupees per copy to subscribers. 

Calcutta, 1st Feb. 184 7. 

VIL-Hindu Superstitions. 

To the Editors of the Calcutta Christian Observer. 
Srns,-Being enabled to vouch for the undisguised truth of the accom­

panying statement, I am enduced to transmit it to you, hoping you will 
have no objection to allow a corner of the " Observer" for its insertion. 
I fully believe that it will be read by all Christian-minded men with 
deepest sorrow ; as it will clearly show them, what awful ignorance and 
superstition, govern the minds of our countrymen. 

One day I was a little unwell, in consequence of which I was compelled 
to be confined to my room; one of our school boys' father who wanted 
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lcnvc of absence for his ·son, stPpprd i11to the room in which I was, and 
:tfll'r m11ki11g c11q11iries 11bout my health, 8at down in ll chair and began 
(o co11vcrse with me on different sulijects. Now the chil1I for whom 
lie came to nsk leave, is a lame child; he walks with mnch difficulty, 
find hcsides that there is something in his left arm for which he cannot 
stretch it properly. 

In nil probability he was attacked with a paralytic strok(', which 
has deprived him of the use of his leg and arm. 

Among other questions, I asked the father, was your son born lame ? 
or has he lost the use of his limbs after his birth? to which he gave me 
the following account concerning the subject, and rehearsed it with so 
much seriousness and sorrow, that he seemed to believe every part of it 
to be a sober reality. He said; my son when only six months old, was 
taken dangerously ill, and our country doctors who attended him, gave 
him up, so that we all numbered the child with the dead ; but luckily 
I was told by a friend of mine that not far from our village there lived 
a Vaishnab, (a disciple of Krishna,) who was a holy man and could by 
his prayers and invocations bring down the gods on the earth; without 
loosing a moment I repaired to him, and acquainted him with the mis­
fortune our family was threatened, begging and beseeching him at 
the same time to intercede for the restoratiqn of the poor child before 
the gods. The Vaishnab not being able to resist my solicitations and 
importunities, condescended to come to my house, and then ordered 
me to bring a new earthen vessel and to fill it with river water. 

I did as he bade me, and then he said, I will put certain questions to 
the child, but as he is too young to speak, the mother might answer 
for him. Accordingly the mother with the sick child in her lap was 
placed before the Vaishnab ; and the vessel containing the river water 
was also set before them ; the V aishnab commenced by asking the 
mother, Do you see any thing in the water? on her answering in the 
uegati,·e, he said, Look again, and repeated his first question, to which 
the mothel' replied, Yes, I see a figure sitting on a stool with ·matted 
hair and dressed in a tiger's skin; the Vaishnab said, The figure you see 
in the water, is no other being than Mahadeb (the 3d person in the 
Hindu trinity) ; ask him in your mind whether your child will recover 
or not? The woman did it, and the god answered her in her mind that 
the child would recover, \Jut be deprived of his right leg aud right arm, 
and it has come to pass just as the god had told. 

When the man tiuished. his story, my heart was rent in two. I 
tried my best to convince him of the utter absmdity of his fable, but 
he wns deaf to all reasoning. I could not help shedding tears for the 
gross superstition and absurd credulity which rule with despotic sway 
over the minds of our countrymen. 

May religion and learning rapidly spread over the fair face of India, 
that the fog of ignorance which now envelopes and darkens the minds 
of her sons, may be dissipated, an(l the Sun of righteousness shine with 
irresistible glory. 

Your's, &c. 
A NATIVE CHRISTIAN. 

22d Marc/1, 18-ti. 
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YIII.-Editorial Note on tlte Urdu Bible Translation Contro­
'IJersy. 

\Ve opened our pages, not without some hesitation, to the 
first papers of the Urdu Bible controversy, in the hope that 
good might be done in the course of a discussion bearing on a 
subject so vitally important as that of translating most faith­
fullv the ,v ord of God into one of the chief dialects of this 
rnst Heathen empire. 

But ,re have been much disappointed as to the result of the 
discussion : and not a few of om ·most valued friends have 
remonstrated with us privately, against the continuance of it, 
in the present form ; so that we feel constrained to call upon 
the several correspondents ·who are combatants in this matter, 
to come to an armistice, if not to actual peace, as ou1· pages can 
no longer be the field of their contest. We have at p1·esent 
one or two papers on hand, which we may publish in next 
number : but after next month, we must, for at least six months 
to come, resolutely exclude from our Magazine all pape1·s bear­
ing on this controversy regarding the Translation of the Urdu 
Bible. Of course we reserve our liberty to take notice of the 
subject, should we deem it right 01· fit, in om own editorial 
way: and we hope that in the meanwhile correspondents will 
learn to contemplate the subject with more calmness of spirit, 
and with less personality of aim. After the period refen·ed to, 
we may still continue the embargo, if the·re seem a necessity 
for it.-Ens. C. C. 0. 

:ff(issionarp anll 3!l_tligious Jfntelligmct. 

1.-THE LATE Mas. MARSHMAN. 

The Rev. A. Leslie preached a funeral sermon on Sabbath evening March 14, 
for the late Mrs. Marshman, at the Union Chapel, Dun-umtollah, to a crowded 
audience.-We have been favoured with the following notes of the <liscoUl'se, 
ll·hich though imperfect, we think will prove of interest to our readers :-

The text chosen by Mr. Leslie was the 11 th of Hebrews anrl thirteenth 
\'erse,-" These all died in faith not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and con­
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." The deceased had 
nearly completed her eightieth year, and nearly the forty-eighth yea1· of her 
residence in the country; she was one of that small and devoted band that 
formed the Baptist Mission in India, and was a member of the church which 
was commenced at Serampore in the year 1804. In her removal the last link 
of that chain whic\i connected the later missionaries with the former brethren, 
has been hl'Oken, and the event the preacher remarked, calls for a review of 
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the chnmctcrs nnd principles of action of persons so eminent in the rhnrch 
of Grul. Mr. Leshe then compared the coming of Carey, Marshman an,I 
\Varel to Indin to the coming of Abram into the lan,1 of Canaan. 

First.-'l'hat the coming of these missionaries into this land harl the sam,, 
oldect ns the cnll of Abram to Canann. 

The difference between the two rails was simply that, whereas the call to 
Abram was given by Goel himself verbally, Carey's was a mental coJling-lmt 
the emotions of his minel were of such a nature that they coulrl not be mis­
taken as to their author and object. Dr. Cm·ey's first thoughts were to go to 
the South Sea Islands, but Go,l having given him a talent for the acquirement 
of language, event followeel event, till the good man found himself led by God 
to the plains of Bengal. In much the same way and spirit, a spirit of faith, 
devotedness and burning with zeal for the conversion of the heathen, so also 
we find the other missionaries bencling their steps hither; in the same way 
elicl they enter this country as Abram eliel the Jand of Canaan. 

Second.-The faith of the early missionaries appears to have been of the 
same kind as that which animated Abram anel his associates. It is written of 
them that not having received the promises, they yet embraced them. The 
fulfilment of the prpmises was the coming of the Lord Jesus into the world, 
and the giving unto him the heathen for an inhc1·iti\ncc. ,l.nd was not this 
the case with Carey and his associates ? ,v e read that soon after Abram a1·­
l'ived in Canaan a famine prevailed in the land, and he was obli6eel to go down 
into Egypt to save himself anel family from starvation. So with Dr. Carey­
no sooner had he laneled·on these shores, than oppressed with hunger he turn­
ed himself to the only source then apparent for relief; he procured a free 
grant of land from the Government in the SuiJ.u.erbnuels, which he intended 
to clear with his own hands, and to sow it with rice fo1· his snbsistence. For 
this purpose he left a miserable ab0tle in Maniktola, procnreel a small boat in 
which he embarked bis family, and bent his steps to the jungles. On the way 
provisions failed him, aml a European was sent by God to his relief and to 
provide for his family; a man who felt no interest in Dr. Carey's schemes aml 
had not the fear of Goel before his eyes. This faith of Dr. Carey's in the final 
success of the gospel animated the remainder of the band ; which Mr. Les­
lie illustrated by reading several extracts from letters, &c. The faith of the 
enrly missionaries was strong. Though the Government was opposed to them 
-though the whole body of Enropean residents looked upon the scheme as 
maelness, and hesitated to have any communication with them, anrl the natives 
also showed their hostile feelings in every possible way, they still helcl on 
amidst all the opposition, and their exertions and hopes seemed only to in­
crease the more from the attempts of their enemies to cmsh them. This was 
manifested strongly when the destruction of the Mission Press by fire took 
place. Their types had been melted, their paper burned, the MS. translations 
destroyed, prope1-ty in fact to the value of.£ 10,000 had been lost. But were 
they discouraged? The second day after the event the three men met to con­
cert measures for future operations, and extracts of con-espondence were read 
to show that the destruction of the property only seemed to stir up these 
great minds to greater exertion, and to greater hopes of success. 

Thiril.-The patriarchs to which the text refers confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth ; none of them ever returned to the laml 
which they left, and thus was it with the band of missionaries. The devoteel­
ness and heavenly-mindedness of Ward, who was the first carricel off, was 
manifested by some 1·emnrks he penned to his brethren after the haml of death 
was on him. The humility anel simplicity of Carey, though we have no death­
bed scenes recorded, and the unceasing eff01-ts of Marshman, all manifeste,I 
that they considered themselves strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

Fourt/1.-These. all died in faith; 11ml w11s it not so with our friends at 
Sernmpore 7 
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Th(' J'('fll'<'tions arising out of thr M·ents l'l'<'Ol~lrd rtrc many and importnnt, 
bnt t_h(' preR<'h<'r had on\~- time to noti<-e the following three :-1, the power 
of futth ; 2. the SIU'<'ess of faith ; and 3, tht' simpli<'ity of the proreedings of 
tlw <'nrlier rnis~ioneries, viz., the pl'CAching to tht1 n11til-cs nnd pl'ovidiug t11em 
th~ s<'rtpt_nl"<'s m t\1('11" own tongm'. The sn<'<'ess from these mertns wns grent 
-111 till' tirst seven yt>e1-s 120 persons Wl'l'l' baptis1',l,/011r-:/ifilM of whom wen~ 
nntiY<'s; nil of these it mnv be said were not sin<'cre, gra.nte1\; but among 
tlwm there were some of ti1e most eminent christinns. 

Mr. Leslie thrn spoke of the deceased; l\lrs. l\lershmnn was n dnughter of 
l\lr. J. Sheppnrd and grand-daughter of the Re,·. Mr. Clarke, of Frome, pus­
tor of a <'hnr<'h in Brotherton, Wiltshire. The deceased was early b!'ought to 
think of her.sinful state and place her reliance upon Christ. Her mother wns 
a truly pious person, and was in the habit of speaking often and feelingly to 
her little girl. When Mrs. Marshman was eight years old her mother died­
aud the remornl of the mother so affected the father that it preyed upon his 
health and within three years after he was earl'ied to the tomb-thus at the 
early age of elernn was the deceased left an orphan. The charge of the little 
girl dernked upon her grand-father, who nurtured in her all those pious feel­
ings which had been first planted in her breast by the conversations of her 
niother. At lhe 3::,<PC of 15, she was led to think seriously of joining herself 
to Christ's people; and at this time her health was so delicate that more than 
once her life was despaired of: to this period _she always referred, as the hap­
piest of her life, in which she was during her distress led to think more upon 
her state as a sinner and to put her whole dependence upon a Saviour. Soon 
after this she was baptised by the Rev. Mr. Marshman of Westbury Leigh, no 
relation to her subsequent husband. At 17 she became acquainted with DI'. 
Marshman, her future husband, and soon after marriage went to reside at 
Bristol where a wide sphere of usefulness opened up for both of them. They 
li,·ed most happy. Their cup of bliss seemed full, so full that for a long time 
she could not join in her husband's views to engage in Mission work. 

Her removal has been expected for some time ; more than once during the 
last twelve months it has been thought her end was at hand. lier's was a 
gradual decay; at intervals she has rallied but all could see she was slowly 
sinking into her rest. The delightful nature of religion was beautifully exem­
plified in her experience when at the near approach of death. lier's was a 
settled and well-grounded hope, and she realized in her last moments Jhe 
enjoyment to be derived from religion. She loved to think of that beautiful 
hvmn of Watts-

- " Far from my thoughts," &c. . 
One feature in her deportment when viewing the gnm monster must not 

be omitted-and this was a spirit of prayer; this characterized her during 
life-her attendance upon the Thursday morning prayer_-me~tings was never 
neglected, and this was continued after enterrng on her eightieth year. 

On the 2d of March a sudden change had taken place-death had evident-
1 y put his seal upon her. Mr. Denham was summoned to her beside, and 
found her calm; all her mental powers unimpaired. She addressed him and 
said she would not long continue a tenant of this world, and then spoke. of 
her trust in the Saviour. She referred with evident delight to the period 
when she had been brought to a sense of her lost condition, and looked back 
upon her thoughts and feelings then. .Mr. Denham read with her the 43rd 
Psalm, to each ,·erse of which she respoudc<l. At 5 P. M. when M~- Denham 
again saw her she was in deep thought; her mind seemed to be 1n repose. 
L pon noticing her visitor she addressed him, and uttered sevel'al stanzas 
"·hich, u she informed her daughter, she had committed to memory before 
she was eighteen vears of age. 'fo this period her thoughts seem constantly 
to be turning: it ·was then, she said, that Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress wail 
so u~cful to her. To a question from he!' daughter, as to whethel' she hnd 
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nny fcnrs, she cnorgctic11lly· 11nswcrerl-" no fears, chilrl, no fears: ha8 He 
not s11icl thnt Ilc will snvc to the uttermost those that come nnto him, aml 
will uot cnst nwny nny ?" Anrl then turning to Mr. Denham, she arl1led, 
"shoulcl ron 8pcnk of me after my rleath speak to the people 1tncl tell them 
Jlc sent from ahovc, he took me, he 1lrew me ont of many water~." She then 
lrnggccl him tu rcnrl the pnrt where Bunyan rlescribcs the pilgrims as having 
just cscnpc1l from 1lrowni11~ in the river Jorrlan. The time, the circumstances 
'seemed nil to be rc11lize1l m her case. " I wish mxself among them," she 
repcnte1l with a grent deal of foeling anrl energy. fhe worcls of Steadfast 
sccrnerl to interest her much, 11ml when the reader came to the part where a 
change was manifested in the appcnrancc of Steadfast, a brightness seemed to 
spread itself over her countenance ; the reader could not proceetl anrl 
stopped ; her spirit had flcrl, death had taken possession of he1· without any 
of her frienrls perceiving it: she clierl on the bosom of her daughter. 

2.-DESTITUTION IN THE IIIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

(Most readily do we extract the following remarks concerning the 
great destitution and want of food which prevails at this moment 
in Ireland and in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, from the 
Calcutta Christian Advocate of March 20th, and hope that those who 
have not yet contributed to the fund for the relief of the starving poor 
in the above countries, will remember the words-" Never too late to 
do good."-Eds. C. C. 0.) 

Quite inadvertently we omitted to notice last week the important meeting 
recently held in Calcutta, to consider the means of helping the destitute poor 
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. We trust however that we a.re 
not too late in calling the attention of our readers to this affecting matter, 
and urging them to exercise in relation to it their christian liberality. With 
the object advocated at that meeting we most cordially sympathise and regret 
that we have not mentioned it before. It must surely commend itself to every 
christia.n heart. The accounts received by the last mail confirm most fully 
those which had previously aITived, and bring to clearer light the intense suf­
ferings and woes to which thousands of our fellow-subjects, and even of our 
Christian brethren, are at this hour exposed. We give some extracts from 
these details, as we wish the facts to speak for themselves, assured that they 
contain the most powerful advocacy in behalf of the cause of humanity and 
brotherly love; may those who read them be excited to greater liberality 
whe1·e they have exercised it, and may those whose sympathy has not been 
aroused be lecl to give what help they can afford. 

God in his good providence, seems to have caused this famine to be fdt far 
and wide in Europe. Appearing in a greater or less degree in many coun­
tries, its influence is exerted on millions of our fellow-men, who are thus 
drawn to feel that if He who " openeth his hand and satisfieth the desire of 
every living thing" chooses to withhold his blessing, men are powerless to 
sustain themselves. Doubtless most wise aud holy purposes are tu be accom­
plished by this dreadful visitation. Though now for a season it seems to 
carry evils of no small magnitude in its train, yet stu'ely in the end it shall be 
well for the nations as well as the individuals who bear its heavy burdeu. 
May men learn from it to acknowledge the providential care of the ruler of 
all things, and to submit themselves to Him who formed them for himself. 
Changes it may be, great and importnnt, in the political and ciYil sphere of 
society, and in the lmbits and charnctcr of whole tribes may be involved in 
such II visitation; but if He who is tl1c " governor of the nations" directs 
events, 11s assuredly He will, only good to men can be the final result, and 
glory to His own u11mc. 
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The srnrcity Juts not been confined to lrelnnd and Scotland, though there 
il is pcrnliRrly se,•ere, but its power is felt already in France, Delginm o.n1l 
Germany; and it is sRid, is impending in England. In the city of Paris 
alone during the last fifteen days of December, nearly 200,000 persons n day 
"·ere snpp_orted by public charity ; and these will be dependent upon such 
support till the next harvest. In the countrv distriets of France, bands of 
mendicants are parading the country and plundering the farm houses : while 
ma.ny deaths ha,·e occurred arising from starmtion. In llelginm, for want of 
bett.cr food, horses are slaughtered and willingly hou~ht up : the bakers' 
shops in Brussels have been ransacked, and no less than 700,000 out of a 
population of 4 millions, are applying for relief from charity. In Ireland 
the famine and destitution are beyond all description severe ; where starvation 
began, disease has entered to increase misery ; and fever aggravated, by a 
return of unfa,,ourable weather, has carried off hundreds of the poor. 
" Died of starvation" is the verdict which has in many cases been returned 
at the inquest over the dead. In the Castlehar Union 31 had thus.died. 
The coroner of Roscommon has stated that out of 30 inquests, 18 had died 
from starmtion ; anarchy and confusion are spreading in all directions 
throughout the country, and plunder is resorted to by the sta1·ving multitude 
to satisfy the cravings of hnnger. The poor houses of all the large towns 
are filled with inmates. In Enniskillen poor-house there are more than 
looo. In another 75 cases of fever have occw:red and the deaths averaged 
fourteen daily. In only one barony of the county of Cork, 9000 persons are 
recordecl by the relief committee as destitute. Even in the city of Dublin, 
destitution is threatened as formidable as in any of the country districts: 
Emigration too is proceeding rapidly : Emigration in the depth of winter ! 
From the port of Sligo alone more than 3000 persons sailed to America be­
tween Oct. and December : while hundreds of small farmers were preparing 
to follow. Two places are mentioned in the county of Cork, as suffering 
from a destitution bee.rt-rending in the extreme, viz. Skihbereen and Ban­
try : but it is allowed that other spots are equally wretched. The following 
are extracts from the Cork E:r:aminer :-

BANTRY. 
We publish a report of-how many inquests held in one day, think yon?­

six inquests held in the town of Bantry ! The verdict in each of those cases 
was " death by starvation." But this is far from being all ; for in the course 
of the evidence twice that number of deaths are mentioned as having occur­
red in the families of those very victims on whom the inquests were held. 
And before the court rises, another death is announced ; and " several other 
cases are held over." It is stated that numerous deaths have happened, and 
are happening daily, from the same dread cause, " nninqnired into and un­
known." A wretched man struggles into a cabin, and wildly asks for " a 
night's lodging for the love of God!" It is freely given-for the poor arc 
merciful, and full of charity. Before the morning comes that guest is dead ! 
There, on the poor-house car, lies stretched another victim, and at his side 
-in the open street-stands a priest. Why that spectacle in the face of 
day? The 'l'\Tetcbed man is gasping out his last breath; the priest is .admi­
nistering to him the last rites of the church. The workhouse gate 1s not 
closed upon that rude conch before its tenant is nnmb~red with Jhe d~ad. 
What is that black substance so curiously gazed at by the Jury 1 It 1s a piece 
of undigested sea-weed taken from the otherwise empty s_tomach of one o~ the 
last victims of starvation ! A poor man endures, for two days-forty-eight 
long hours-the pangs of hunger; he crawls out to look for food; and when 
the anxions wife next bears of him, it is that he lies dead on the mountain. 

SKIBBEREEN.-ln the parish of Kilmo<>, fourteen died on Sunday. Three 
of these are buried in coffins : eleven are huried without other covering than 
the rags they wore when alive. A~d one gentleman, a good and charitable 
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man, spcnking of this case, says :-" The rlistre8s jg so appalling that we must 
throw nwny nil feelings of delicacy ;" an,\ another says, " I would rather give a 
shilling ton stnrving m1m than four-and-sixpence for a coffin." One hundred 
nnd forty clied in the Skibbercen workhouse in one month ; eight have died 
in one day ; and Mr. M'Carty states that " tbey came into the hou•e merely 
anrl solely for the purpose of getting a coffin." The Rev. Mr. Clancy visits 
n form, and there, in one honse, " he administered the last rites of religion to 
si11: persons." On n subsequent occasion he prepared for death a father and 
n daughter lying in the same bed." The Rev. Mr. Caulfield sees " thirteen 
members of one family lying down in fever." The Rev. Mr. Fitzpatrick re­
tires at three in the morning, and rises after a couple of hours' heavy sleep. 
It is the same with his coadjutors. Dr. Donovan solenrnly assures a p11blic meet­
ing that the people are " dropping in dozens about them." Mr. Mannion 
says that work on the public road is even more destructive than fever ; for the 
unfed wretches have not energy enough to keep their blood in circulation, 
and they drop down from the united effects of cold and hunger-never to 
1·ise again. 

The following aecount of the latter place is given hy Mr. Cummins, a coun­
ty magistrate. 

" I went on the 15th instant to Skibbereen, and to give the instance of one 
townland whieh I visited, as an example of the state of the entire coast dis­
trict, I shall state simply what I there saw. It is situate on the easteru side 
of Castlehaven harbour, and is named South Reen, in the parish of Myross. 
Being aware that I should have to witness frightful hunger, I provided myself 
with as mueh bread as five men could carry, and on real'hing the spot I wa.~ 
surprised to find the wrel:A.-hed hamlet apparently deserted. I entered some of 
the hovels to ascertain the cause, and the scenes.that presented themselves 
were such as no tongue or pen can convey the slightest idea of. In the first, 
six famished and ghastly skeletons, to all appearanee deatl, were huddled in a 
corner on some filthy straw, their sole covering what seemed a ragged horse 
cloth, their wretched legs hanging about, naked above the kne~. I approach­
ed in horror, and found, by a low moaning, they were alive-they were in fe­
ver, four children, a woman, and what had once been a man. It is impossible 
to go through the detail ; suffice it to sav, that, in a few minutes, I was sur­
rounded by at least 200 of such phantoms-such frightful spectres as no 
words can describe. By far the greater number were delirious, either from 
famine or from fever. Their demoni~ yells are still ringing in my ears, and 
their horrible images are fixed upon my brain. My heart sickens at the rel'i­
tal, but I must go on. 

In another case, dceency would forbid what follows, but it must be told. 
My clothes were nearly torn off in my endeavour to escape from the throng 
of pestilence arouncl, when my Ill'{'kdoth wCLs seized from behind by a gripe 
which compelled me to turn. l found myself grasped by a woman with a11 
infant apparently just born in her arms, and the remains of a filthy sack 
across her loins-the sole covering of herself and babe. The same morning 
the police opened a house on the adjoining !CLnds, which was observed shut 
for many days, and two frozen corpses were found, lying upon the mud floor, 
Jwlf devoured by the i-ats. 

A mother, herself in fever, was seen the same day to drag out the corpse 
of her chilcl, a girl about twelve, perfcetly naked, CLnd leave it balf covered 
with stones. In another house, within 500 yards of the cavalry station at 
Skihhereen, the Dispensary Doctor found seven wretches l)·i11g unable to 
move, under the same clonk. One had been dead ,na11y ltoiu·s btt! the others 
were unable to move eithe,· themselves or the corpse. 

A gentleman, whose stntcments arc entitled to the hi~hest respl'ct, gil'es " 
most cleplorable picture of the condition of thl' co11nty of Rosl'ommon-a 1•011-

<.lition which rcpresL·nts it to be inti11itl'ly worse th:1n .Skiubcrct'u, 01· the ll.lOSl 

\'01.. \'JI!. 2 L 
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de9tit11te parts of Me.yo. He sn~·s that whole vill:tge~ urc depopulated, either 
b~- dcnth or b~- the flight of such ns have the menus of trnnspot-t to England, 
Srothmd, or America. He counted in one \'illngc ten houses together aban­
doned by their owners, the doors tom off their hinges, the wimlow-cills taken 
out, the rafters burned for firing, and the very flagstone at the entrance taken 
up and sold for a mouthful of food. An elderly man was sentenced to se­
ven years' transportation for sheep-stealing at the quarter-sessions last week ; 
his appearance was that of a man reduced to the last agonies of hunger. He 
died in an hour after he received his sentence. 

Thfse facts we are sure require only to be st.'ltcd, in order to insure the 
sympathy of all christian men towards the wretched objects of such dreadful 
suffering. ' 

The destitution in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, is not less agg1·a­
vated. Scotland has in former times suffered from dearth, but the present 
famine is declared to be more severe, and gl'eater in extent than any that has 
occurred to the present generation, or even for two or three hundred years 
past. How this destitution has come upon the people, and in what way it 
peculiarly affects them, may he learnt from the cleru: statement made by the 
committee of the Free Church of Scotland. Its extent is detailed in the follow­
ing remarks by the Rev. N. McLeod at a meeting in Edinbw·gh. 
• " Taking round numbers, there were 430,000 souls who strictly speaking, 

inhabited the eight Highland counties. From statistics furnished from dif­
ferent parishes, this numbcl' was divided in the following manner : those in 
comfortable circumstances, and who could not be affected much by the failure 
of the potato crop, amounted to 100,000; those who only depended for 
three-fourths of the year upon potatoes, to 200,000: those who depended 
upon that crop for the whole year, to 130,000. These numbers were an ap­
proximation to the truth. Mr. M'Leod read several other figures; of which the 
result was, that in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland there were 330,000 
persons deprived of the usual means of subsistence this year. Of these, 
200,000 required assistance to enable them to live over the season. If they did 
not assist them immediately these poor persons would have to sell their cows, 
and eat their seed-eorn, and thus utterly destroy the provision of the future. 
The other 130,000 required food immediately to save them from starvation. 
These were the only statistics he had to lay before the meeting. This was, 
however, only the beginning of the suffering in the Highlands. Bad as it 
was, it was still on the increase. It was terrible now, but it would be far 
wOl'Se in spring."-Spectator, Dec. 26. . 

Other statements show that the distrt:ss is of a most appalling character, 
especially in the Islands of North and South Uist and Barra; and in the "far 
north" counties. The population in these districts consists to a large extent 
of poor fishermen and their families, dependent chiefly upon the herring 
fishery for their liTelihood. This year the fishing has failed, the winter has 
set in with peculiar severity, and thus a dense population is left to starve. 
There is one feature in the highland character which has been strongly 
brought out by their present circumstances. They have not been loud and 
elamorous in their distress, but have borne their intense so1Tows patiently and 
without a murmur. 

To assist in relieving the destitution both in Ireland and Scotland, efforts 
are now being made throughout Britain by all classes and men of all shades 
of opinion both in religion and politics. Besides the govemment measures 
which have been put in operation, associations have been formed in London, 
Dublin and Edinburgh to collect funds. The General Committee in Edin­
lmrgh have l'aised £16,ooo in addition to 12,500 collected by the Free 
Church Committee. The " British Association" formed for ..elieving the 
existing distress, has raised .£80,000 ; and the Society c,f Friends, .£2:-J,000, 
in their own quiet unostentatious way. Meetings are heing held in ull the 
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towns and cities in Englan!I and Scotland, and sermons were about to be 
preached by the English clergy as well as the dissenters. Religiou3 bodie~ 
have been specially alive in the matter, and it is said a meeting was about to 
be convened i.n London of ministers and clergymen of all.clenominations, in 
onle1· to consult ns to the best measures to be adopted, for relieving the ,lis­
tress spreading so rnpiclly thmughout the country. 

We rejoice greatly in the effort which has been ma<le in Calcutta to assist 
our fellow-countrymen in Europe in their b,mevolent clesigns. The meeting 
recently held here was indeed a remarkable one, from the va,~ety of gentle­
men assembled, as well as for the spirit which pervaded it. The suhscription 
opened exhibits many noble specimens of liberality, and will, we hope, yet 
receive additions of many names. We would remind our friends and 1·eaden 
that the destitution so awful in its present extent and influence, is not ex­
pected to decrease till after August or September next: and we call upon all, 
especially those who are ruled by religious principle, to exercise toward their 
suffering fellow-men their heart-felt sympathy ancl their christian liberality. 
We cannot present a more forcible appeal than is given in the eloquent 
words of the Rev. Dr. Duff:-

" When both from public documents and private sources we learn that 
there are thousands and tens of thousands famishing; when we are con­
strained to read of them in their dismal dwellings with scarcely a light to 
cheer, or a. fire to warm, or food to save them from fainting of inanition­
devoured with hunger and congealed with cold ;-when we hear of the beads 
of households, the brave and stout-hearted men, who could face the most 
piercing blasts that howl around Bennevis, or rush fearlessly on the very prime 
and flower of European chivalry ;-when we read of these lion-hearted men 
wasting under the gnawings of want, crossed in every endeavour to find 
sustenance for their families, depressed with mental anguish, melancholy with 
disappointment, and pining away under languishment and disease-doomed 
to listen to the cutting sobs of children who cry for bread which yet they haye 
not to bestow ;-when we read of widows who are almost tempted to bemoan 
the day when they became mothers, enduring their own sufferings with un­
murmuring resignation-but the cries of their helpless babes-ah-these 
plunge daggers into their b1·easts. Aud when these are not isolated or soli­
tary cases ; when they are to be counted not by units but by hundreds, and 
thousands, and even tens of thousand-till the spectacle swells into a m~o-ni­
tude at once overwhelming and inconceivable ;-shall we idly stand by 
and waste precious time i.n speculating about the causes of a catastrophe so 
fatal and so dire, instead of hastening to the instant relief of the miserable yet 
meekly patient sufferers? Reason forbids it ; humanity revolts at the thought." 

In circumstances like these more than in any other, we feel deeply the force 
of the New Testament rule : "I mean not that other men be eased and ve 
burdened; but by an equality, that now nt this time your abunt.lance may be 
a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for yom­
want." Why is it that God in his good pmvidence, scatters his gifts pro­
fusely in one land, and sends to another famine: but that he may try men's 
hearts, to see whether they have within them true gratitude to him as the 
giver, and a fellow-feeling with those who suffer. Bengal this year has indeed 
received a rich abundance : may a large portion of it be sent to the help of 
our distant countrymen and fellow-citizens. It is a very sad thought fhat 
while hundreds are dying for want, there is perhaJ;>s more food thrown away 
in Calcutta every day, from a lack of people to eat it, than would feed a thou­
sand of these famishing poOl'. Let us consider these things and feel fo1· the 
wants of others ns for our own. "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself," 
and in giving it is not the amount of 11 cont1ibution that rcm\ers it valuable, 
but the spirit in which it is given. "If thet·c be first 11 willing mind, it is ac­
cepted acco1·ding to what a man hath, nm\ not according to what he bath not." 

2 L ~ 
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In R kttcr rerein·d from Scotland by the last mnil, in which the desti­
tution is mentioned, one ~entcnee 1tft'cctcd ns more than any other. It wns 
this : " We hat•t many precio1'8 specime11s of tltt 'Ffl'l»er of the gospel in these 
remote regions." Who then are endm-ing these pnngs of hnnger ? They m·c 
ow· O'IVIl l,rethren, our kindred in Christ Jesus. 'l'hcy arc not only men like 
our.relveit, with lmmRn ,sympathies, and with w1trm hearts, but they nni one 
,..,jth as in him who is ti1e redeemer of mankind. And that too not in cmn­
mon circumstllnces of trouble. We mnnot imagine a more awful pictu1·e in 
the world, than a starving pCst!Rnt i.n the 1'ilds of Rosshire, or on that western 
i.ron-bonnd coast, when the winter winds are blowing in tl~ir fury. We com­
mend their case therefore to our Christian readers, only ad,ling : Remember 
t.he words of the Lord Jesus how he said: " It is more blessed to give than 
to receiYe." 

Tire committee in Calcntta, itre the following gentlemen, to any of 
whom donations may be sent. If sent at once they will be doably valuable. 

T11E HIGHLAND RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE-

The llon'hle C. H. Cameron, Chairman. 
John Ailan, Esq . 
. :Rev. Dr. Ch~ 
A. Dick, Esq. C. S. 
Rev. Dr. Duff". 
D. Eliott, Esq. C. S. 
Lieut.-Colonel Forbes. 
~al Ghose, Esq. 
J. w-: Grant, Esq. c. s. 
Dr. John Grant. 
D. M. Gordon, Esq. 

J. J. Harvey, Esq. C. S. 
Rev. J. Macke.ii. 
Major Mackinlay. 
J.P. McKilligan, Esq. 
George May, Esq. 
Dr. Nicolson. 
Rev. James Ogilvie. 
J. Storm, Esq. 
Debendemath Tagore, Esq. 

R. J. Rov CAMPBELL, Esq.} Secretarie:;. 
MACLEOD WYLJE, Esq. 

3.-MADRAS. 
The following from the Fort St. George Gazette, coufirms tl1e report broagI1t 

liy the last mail of the Court of Directors having cancelled Mr. Lcwin's 
appointment as Provisional Member of the Council at Madras. It is an ex­
tract from a letter of the Honorable Ccmrt, W1der date 20th January last :-

" Public department, 20th January, 1847. 
1. In onr Despatch in this Department of the 17th September 1845, No. 

36, we announced the appointment of Mr. Malcolm Lewin to be a Provisional 
Member of council for Madras. 

2. We have now to acquaint you that we have cancelled that appointment." 

4.-THE REV. T. BOAZ. 
Most of our readen a.re aware that the Rev. T. Boaz left India by the last 

■teamer, being induced to go to England for a season, partly on account of 
hia health, and partly with a view to promote the interests of Missions gene­
ra.Dy. His absence will be severely felt; for his activity was so g1·eat and 
divermied, that it will probably be impoBSible to supply his place. In him 
the Calcutta Christian Obsener has lost one of its Editors ; but in this de­
partment of labour the Rev. J. Mullenll has succeeded him. 
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5.-SUBl'ENSION o~· PUDLIC WonKR ON THE SADJlATH-IJA\". 
'J'o tlte Rigltt Rmi. tlte Bis/top of Calcutta. 

Mv LoRD,-1 went out of my usual routine last Sunclay to hear yom Lorrl­
~hip lJl'Cnch II colk('tion Sermon at the Ki,lderpore Church in aicl of the funrls 
for lmil,ling thnt Church. I wo.s very much pleased with your Lordship's 
sc1·mon, mid the good advice you gave, exhorting us to he charitable, (your­
self showmg us the example,) o.ncl to attend to our christian duties. It is to 
be regretted that whilst in that neighourhoocl your Lorship clir) not take a 
,h-ive around the suburbs, and see for yourself whether the rnhalntants "kept 
holy the sabbath-day, and on that day clicl no work."-Were your Lordship 
to pnss by the honourable Company's Dockyard every Sunday as I <lo, you 
will find that that holy clay is known and kept there the same as any week clay ; 
whilst nil respect is pai,l to the Natives' S_unclay or Holiday, for instance, 
compare last Tuesday ancl ,veclnesclay (for I was induced to go in on both 
,lays as I passed, nncl founcl it as quiet as a Dockyard at home on the Lorcl's­
day), with last Sunday, and to-clay (Sunday). I had hoped that after the 
publication of the Govemor General's liberal order anent doing no work on 
the sabbath-day, which is the day of our Lord, that that order would have 
been religiously obeyed in all Government places of business, but I am sorry 
to find the servants of Government are the first to break it. 

By your letter of the 2nd February last to the Governor General, published 
in all the papers, I perceive that you for yourself, and in the name of the Rev. 
Clergy in and around Calcutta, have returned him your most sincere thanks 
for ordering " the due observance of the Christian sabbath ;" and on " the 
prohibition of carrying on the Government works on the sabbath-day." Now, 
my Lord, having put you in possession of facts which do exist, and which 
ought not to be tolerated, give us reason, my Lord, to "thank you and the 
Rev. Clergy in and around Calcutta," for enforcing from the pulpit the ob­
servance of that law, thereby showing (in the words of your letter) "The 
Heathen and the Muhammadan that we have a Religion, and proving to them 
that the numerous Christian officers and superintendants of the different De­
partments of Government, are relieved from the necessity of desecratin"' 
God's Holy ?ay," either by themselves directly, or throug~ _others, be they 
of the Christian, Heathen, Muhammadan, or any other relig10n, and we will 
then "convey to your Lordship the str~ng feelings of gratitude to _Almighty 
God, and of thanks to yourself as the mstrument of his mercy, mth which 
every heart will be animated;" and we shall ever remember you with kind­
ness and esteem, for putting " honor on this distinguishing feature of the 
Christian Faith," and ever remain, 

Your most obdt. and obliged servt. 
GARDEN REACH. 

March 7, 1847.-Englishman. 

6.-GovERNMENT CONNEXION WITH IDOLATRY. 

Our readers will perceive by the extract from the Dehli Gazette, that 
stringent orders have been received in the North West Provinces from 
the Directors at home anent the connexion which our Government still 
appears to hold with Hindu shrines and Muhammadan mosques in this 
country. We rejoice over this exceedingly, because we remember the false 
impression which our interference in such matters formerly mn,le on the native 
mind. Although by attributing British connexion with their i,lolatrous tem­
ples to the love of gold, the natives might have drawn inferences derogatory 
to our national honor and destructive to om· Christian moralitv, we know that 
they did more, for they have as_ser~ed_ that their_ idols, more especially Jaggn­
nath, were themselves not only mvmc1blc, but trmmphant over the Christian's 
God. Aud that although Christians were permitted to rule o,·cr Hindus from 
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11ll' badness of the age. )'et that t.hc former had become the sei·v:mts to the 
gods of the latt.cr. ,vc hRYC mourned owr an inference so mnch to be Ioment­
Pd, )·et alRs this infcrC'ncc nppeared to hn1·c been too fairly drawn-although 
1t reflected so blasphemously upon the Di\'inc nuthor of our religion. Now 
however_ our rulers appear to hn,,c risen with n determination to wipe off from 
the British escutcheon so foul a stain. \\' c woulcl deprecate with our brother 
at Delhi the _destructi'?n of monuments of _art, ns works of rut, nnd hope that 
these splendid memor1als, such as the Tau,1 at Agra, will be committed to the 
rar~ of those who shall give n guarantee _to_ the Gm·cnunent fur theii· prcser­
Yation, but if such persons as arc both w1lhng and able, and to whom by in­
heritance or religious rites, the duty of preserving them belon1rs are not to be 
found, why then we say leave them to their fate-let the Govctnment once for 
all ~;pe their l_rnnds of a connec?<;>n so much to be deplored rather than pei·, 
petuate the dishonor of th_e Bntish nat10n,-the standing occasion of irony, 
sarcasm and blasphem)' agamst our blessed Saviour. 

" The most stringent orders have, we believe, been received from Home, re­
specting the non-interference of the local Governments with any of the reli­
gious persuasions in this country, whether idolatrous or merely heathen, 
which last term we woulrl especially apply to the Muhammadan in contra­
distinction to the Hindu worship, and we hear from good authority that 
the· Collector of Delhi has, in consequence, been directed immediately to 
relinquish the charge of the various mosques in the town, with the shops and 
othl"r buildings appertaining thereto, which have hitherto been under the 
control of tlie Nuzzool Agency. ,ve are glad that such is the case, both 
because we deprecate any conneXJon, however slight, between our Christian 
Government, and the religion of the Koran, and also because it extricates the 
Government from that we consider to have been rather an ignoble position as 
the Collectors, through their -appointed officers, of the several rents belonging 
to those buildings, which though intended to be applied altogether to the 
serrice of those places of worship, have, after some small reductions on 
account of establishments, &c. been carried, for the last 35 or 40 years, to 
the credit of Government, who have thus pocketed a sum which, unless we 
are much mistaken in our conjectures, would have sufficed to restore at least 
one of these edifices to something approaching its pristine splendour. Whethe1· 
to have kept in repair for a series of years, a building appropriated to the 
celebration of the rites of the most degraded reli!$ion that pollutes the civi­
lised world, as at Jnggemath, and to have s1mu\taneously allowed the 
temples of a far purer, though still delusive faith, to go to ruin, be a cow·se 
worthy the Government of this great empire, we will not stop to enquire. 
But as admirers of the beautiful, wherever it is to be found, we will endea­
vour to anticipate the probable fate of the mosques of Delhi,' should no pre­
cautions whatever be taken to preserve them, and we shall also give the 
outline we would propose for adoption with a view to that end. 

A great number of applications have, we understand, been received by 
the authorities from parties who are desirous of getting these buildings, 01' 

rather as we are inclined to suppose, the incomes belonging to them, into their 
possession, whether with the intention of taking better care of the mosques, 
or of themselves, we will not pretend to say. The result cannot, however, we 
think, be doubtful, and if these buildings are now made over to any such irre­
sponsible persons, we may, we think, safely predict that ruin, ce1-tain if not 
rapid. will ensue; we will not suppose that _any one of Muha_rnmad's own ~o\­
lowers would resort to the measure of pullmg down ·and sellmg the materials 
of a mosque committed to his charge, but a stone might be allowed to drop 
out, when the expenditure of a few annas would probably have prevented it; 
delapidation once commenced, is we all know very rapid in its progress, and 
the debris would find a ready sale. Our readers will, we are SUl'e, admit the 
justness of these remarks, and sa\'e us the trouble of drawing many other 
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pert!ncnt dc1lnctions thercfri:im, so we will proceed to detail our plan, which 
•~ Mlmple, nml cnn be comprised m n few words. It is to invest a committee 
of Mnlm111m1ulnn gentlemen, of the greatest considerntion in Delhi, with the 
sole m1magcmcnt of the different mosques in the town, the affairs of which 
ghoulll be c1m1luctc(I by them exclusively, subject to no other control than the 
annunl au1lit of thei1· accounts by any Local Office1· whom the Government 
mny plc[lse to select. A few juilicious rules of guidance would prevent all 
unneccssury or vexatious, though well-meant interference on the part of the 
uuditiug Officer, while the mere fact of its being necessnry to render an ac­
count to a functionary, whose only duty wonlcl he to ascertain that the money 
collected had been laid out, would, setting aside any religious scruples on th·e 
part of the managers, or regard for the good opinion of their fellow-citizens, 
nfford, WP- conceive, ample security against any mal-appropriation of the funds 
entrusted to their charge. We have heard, but are not quite sw-e of the fact, 
that some of the mosques have fallen under the direct control of "His }Ia­
jesty the King," the Jumma Musjeed certainly, and special care ought to he 
taken to bring these within the pale of the operation of the proposed Rules, 
as otherwise a very small portion of the income, derived from the sources in­
dicated, is likely to remain unclutched by the rapacious hand of royalty. It 
is to he presumed that orders similar to those promulgated at Delhi have been 
issued, with regard to other large an,l sm1ll towns in the country, and to all of 
these would we wish to see the rules we suggest applieil, u11der the reqnisit" 
authority."-Dellti Gazette, March 6. 

7.-THE SABBATH, AND HOLY FASTS AND FESTIVALS. 

That the worship of the deity claims preceilence of all other interests, is a 
fact undisputed, and oni: which is venerable from antiquity, havmg the sanction 
in all ages of the world of all mankinil except those wandering tribes of the 
desert or (barbarous) islands in which, at the commencement, a few individuals 
isolated from the rest of the human race, have multiplied into tribes and us 
they multiplied sank into ignorance too gross to discover the Author and 
Creator of the world. That the worship of the deity might not be infringed 
upon by the ever-engrossing affairs of wnr and commerce, not only Jews, 
Christians, and Muhammadans, but Idolaters, have set apart certain days for 
the service of God, an"d generally regarded those as the most devout who most 
strictly observed these appointed days. 

During the dark ages, days were set apart by the hierarchy of Rome, to the 
adoration of saints nnd angels, many of which, Protestants, when escaping 
from the superstitions of Popery, continued to ohserve,-a large catalogue of 
which is preserved in our calendars to the present day. All such, being au­
thorised by the mere dictum of man, and not one of which having been ob­
served by the apostles, nor sanctioned by the Holy Scriptures, must remain, 
as an open question either to be regarded or disregarded as the consciences 
or habits or feelings of men dictate. We would remark that in the observance 
or non-observance of holy-days, sabbath excepted, on the one hand he that 
doth not observe should not condemn his brother who does, and on the other 
band he that regardeth these days should not censme him that doth not. For 
our part, we firmly believe that the testimony of history shows that in the -
same proportion as these days have been multiplied nod their observance en­
forced, the sanctity of the sabbnth has been iuvndetl and its observance consi­
clered less oblig[ltory, and thus, though perhaps such nn effect _was not antici­
pated, by those who instituted these special fasts and festivals, they h[l\'c 
made the commandments of God of none effect bv their traditions. Who 
does not know that in Italy anrl the contincutnl st[ltes, with the exception of 
a morning service, the snhbnth is dl'votcd to plcns111·,·, whilst saint days, aud 
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other fC'stivals are regarded as too sncre<l thus to be <lesecratetl ? Who <lo<'s 
not know that in England Good Friday, Christmns, an<l other ilnys nrc obscr­
\'C'd b~- thousnn<ls more rigid!~- thnn the sabbnth, whi<'h i11ste1tcl of h<'iug s1mc­
tifie<l by a ho!~- resting from such things ns arc lawful on other <lnJ•s, nncl its 
hours <'Ons<'<'l'lltcd b~- the public nnd privnte exercises of God's worship, except 
such portions as the works of ncC'essity and mercy mny clemnnd, becomes to 
some a cla~- of pleasure, to others a dny of listlessness and indolence, and to 
the rest n da~- in which they may or may not, as C'onwnience or inclinntion 
diC'tates, ,;sit the house of God. We C'annot avoid coming to the conclusion 
that when man by multipJ~;ng holy-days would <l,•sire to be more holy than 
God has appointed, that then he heaps upon himself burdens which the frail­
ties of human nature, combined with the necessity to labour for his support, 
nre ill qualified to sustain, and that unable to observe both the sabbath nnd 
this large addition of holy-days, he regards the latter at the expense of the 
former. Be this as it may, if in addition to the sabbath persons are found who 
can observe these fasts and festivals to their own spiritual edification and the 
glo~- of God, we say by all means let them do it. But the sabbath is the Lord's, 
and we feel thankful that God has put it into the heart of the Governor General 
to issue the late order prohibiting the carrying on of Government public 
works on the sabbath. We think that the Master Attendant at Bankshall and 
the Superintendant of the Marine service might pass an order that no ouhrnrd 

·bound ship, if breaking ground on the sabbath, should be supplied with a pilot 
on that day. Of necessity pilots must work on Sundays both with outward and 
inward bound ships, when they have- taken charge : but there is certainly no 
necessity for ships to leave Calcutta on the sabbath. Merchants and Captains 
of merchantmen should be instructed that if to indulge the favolll'ite idea of 
sailors,-" the better day the better_ deed"-A voyage began on Sunday must be 
prosperous," they choose to leave their moorings that they will do so at their 
own risk and without a pilot. Few are the sabbaths that the pilots can spend 
on shore, and those few ought to be given to them not as a favour but as a 
matter of justice. And as we believe the Master Attendant and Superinten­
dant of Marine can, without reference to any other authority award this meed 
of justice to the pilot, we earnestly recommend the measure to their attention. 
We do not think that any valid argument can be brought against such a men­
sure on account of the tides : for it somehow happens that notwithstanding 
the ever-v~'ing tides, Sunday is the fa_vourite day, and :,ve de;> not thin½ that 
the tides have been so arranged by Providence as almost mvanably to smt the 
sailor's idea of leaving port on Sunday, rather the chances against Sunday be­
ing fa,•ourahle to sailing are as six to one. Another objection may be that 
expense would be incwTed by detaining till Monday the ship which had clem·­
ed out on Saturday. To this we can on)y reply, that no excuse on pecuniary 
matters can be valid for the desecration of the sabbath: besides the Govem­
ment have placed before the commercial community a noble example in their 
recent order, for thP. salaries of all its servants will continue to be paid al­
though by closinf' all public works the Gove~·nment wi~l 1·ecei~e one-seventh 
less amount of l::IH111r, in other words they will pay their salaried servants at 
the rate of 14 per rent. more for the same amount of work than hitherto they 
l,an· done. 



THE COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 

FOR 

BOARDERS AND DAY PUPILS, 
HULL, YORKSHIRE. 

This Establishment is under the charge of DR. DOBBIN,* formerly of TRINITY 
CoLLEGE, DUBLIN, in which University he obtained honors; and who has more 
recently been a Missionary to India. 

The Education given embi-aces the Greek, Latin, French, and German languages; 
the English in its various branches; Writing, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Mathema­
tics,"Logic, History Ancient and Modern, Geography, with the Use of the Globes, 
&c. &c. The object of the Proprietor is to qualify his Pupils for the Universities, 
for Professions, and, what is of special importance in a commercial town, for every 
department of business. The highest attention is paid to the cultivation of gentle­
manly habits, and honorable and christian feelings in the Boys. 

A PREPARATORY AND INFANT ScsooL, for young Gentlemen of from three to 
eight years of age, is conducted by Mas. DOBBIN in the Eastern Wing of the 
building. Here the Junior Pupils are thoroughly grounded in Spelling. Reading, 
:Writing, Ciphering, Grammar, History, Geography, and tbe Rudiments of Latin. 
This department of the Institution is justly considered of great importance, as pre­
paring-for the higher studies of the Upper School. By a combination of the ordi­
nary and Infant systems the progress of the little Boys is made pleasant to them-
selves and satisfactory to theil· Teacher. • 

DR. nnd MRS. DOBBIN, from their own previous residence in India, are qualified 
to sympathise with those Parents who, from that distant land, may entrust their 
little ones to their care; and will seek, with the aid of divine grace, to supply to 
·theil· young charge the place of the tender Parent as well as that of the faithful and 
conscientious Teacher. 

Terms per Annum. 
For Boarders including every charge, .....• , ......... FIFTY GUINEAS, 
_;_Ditto, Preparatory and Infant School. ......••.... TwENTv-Frv.: GUINEAS. 

The situation is open and· healthful; the Play-ground airy and large; the Class 
Rooms capacious and convenient. • 

Reference may be made to the Rev, Dr. SDIGER, Senior Fellow of Trinity Col­
lege, Dr. BURKE, ~forth Great Geo1·ge's-Street, and D. PAKENBAM, Esq., 58, 
Henry-Street, Dublin; to the Rev. Drs. J. PYE SMITH, BENNETT, HARRIS, and 
STEANE, of London; to the Presidents STOWELL and ScoTT, of the Rotherham 
and AhedaleColleges; to the Rev. J. GLYDE and J4MES GAB.NET!", Esq., Bradford; 
to the Rev. Dr. HAMILTON and the Rev. J, ELY, Leeds; to JonN W. SMITH, 
Esq., Sheffield; and to the_ Rev. JAMES DEAN and JOHN POTTER, Esq., M. D., 
Manchester, 

Reference may further be made to the Secretaries of the London and Baptist 
Missionary Societies ; to the Revs. JAMES PATERSON and A, F. LACROIX, Calcutta; 
the Revs. R. C. MATHER and M. W. ~·ooLLASTON, Mirzapore; to HENRY 
WooLLASTON, and JoHN LACKERSTEEN, Esqrs., Calcutta; to the Parents of the 
Children now in the School, and to W. AYRE, Jun., Esq., Hon. Secretary of the 
Hull College, Hull. 

• Rev. 'O, T, Dobbin, L. L. D. author of Te>1tamen A11ti-Straussimwm, &c. 



LONDON MISSION. 
J. Seyn1our, Esq. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . .. • . , ............ , , • • .. , Rs. 
J. C. Stewart, Esq ......•.............•..........••.••••••••• 
Rev. T. Smith, .............................................. . 

10 0 0 
50 0 0 

5 0 0 
Cooly Bazar Chapel, after sermon :-

Cash 50-A. B. 50 ......................................... .. 100 0 0 
A. Colvin, Esq,.. . . . . . . • . , ............................. , , , , • 
J. Andrews, Esq ...................................... , .... , , 
J. H. Cockburn, Esq ............ ;., .................. •• .... .. 
A Friend, U. C .......•........•............•....... •· ...• • • 

60 0 0 
10 0 0 
5 0 0 

50 -0 0 
J. Ransom, Esq ......................... , ........... •·· .. •• .. 
By Cards at the Annual meeting, ............................ .. 
By J. Marshman, Esq ................................. , .•.•... 
John Cameron, Esq ....... •· .. , .. , ...•.. , .....•....•...... , , •. , , 
C. Cameron, Esq ....... , ................. · ................... . 
Col. Parsons, by Messrs. Carr, Tagore & Co, ..... , , • , . , ... , . , .. . 
Ladies' Committee : 

12 8 0 
11 8 0 
20 0 0 
8 0 0 
8 0 0 

100 0 0 

M;ss Bartlett, ............. ; ...•... , .... , •.•. , .... , , . , , .. . 30 0 0 
Mrs. George, .............................. , ............. .. 
Miss Hay, .............•.............• , •.. , ... , ....... , . , . 

28 8 0 
14 5 0 

Mrs, Johnson, ........... , ...• , ... , , ...• , •.. , ........•... , 264 0 0 
Miss Johnson, ......... , ••... , .. ,. , ............. , ....... .. 203 8 0 
Mrs, Paterson, •.... , ...... , , .. , .... , .. , ................. , . 30 0 0 
Mrs. May, •• , ......................................... .. 25 0 0 
Mrs. Parker, .•......•..... , .••...•.••................••... 66 0 0 

-· 

CHITAURA BAPTIST MISSION BUNGALOW. 

The following subscriptions towards the building of a Chapel at Cbitaura, Ag1·a, 
a.re thankfully acknowledged, 
Brigadier Wymer, C. B ........ , ......... , .................. Rs. 16 0 0 
Captain Grimes, .................... ,, •• .• .. .. .. .. .. .. .• .. .• 10 0 0 
Captain Dewar, .......... ,....... .. . . . • .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . 10 0 0 
Major Young, .............................. :. .. .. .. .• .. .. .. 10 0 0 
Mrs. Bamfield, ...•••.•. , .......•..••.•.. , . , ••.. , . , . , . . . . . . . . 10 0 O 
A friend through Major J. Graham, ............ , .•....... , . . . • • 100 0 0 
Mr. W. J. Shepherd, .... .. .. • • .. .. . . .. .. . .. . .• .. . .. . .. . . . .. . 20 0 0 
Mrs. Dyce, , .••.•. , ....•.•••.. , ......••....• , •.•........ , . • 5 0 0 
Mrs. Anthony, ................. , . .. .. . • .. • .. . . . .. . . .. • . . .. .. 5 0 0 
Sir R. Shakespeare, •• .. ... .. .. . .. •. .• . .. • •• .. •. .. .. •• •• .. . ... 50 0 0 
A. Lawden, Esq ........................ ,. . • • .. .. . . • • . .. .. .. • 25 0 0 
T. Lawden, Esq. • •• , ................... , ............ ., .. • . . . 25 0 0 
Mr. E. Ensor, .............. , ............. ,. ...... ,. . . .. • • .. 10 0 O 
S. T. Brown, Esq. C, S ....................................... 100 0 0 
Mr. J. Hadley, •••••...•••..•.......•••.. ,................... 5 0 0 
Lieut. Sneyd, ............... ,. . •• . . . . .. •. .. .. . .. . • . . .. .. . .. . . 10 o 0 
Captain Ma.cPherson, • • .. • . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . 10 0 0 
Mr. J. Heseltine, •.....••.•..... , , .•....•.• ,, •. , ... , , ...• , . •• 10 0 0 
Lieut. :Macdonald, Gwalior, ......................... , .. .. .. .. •• 10 0 0 

R, WILLIAMS, 
Secretary, Agra Baptist Miuionary Society. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

FROM LIEUT, F, N, EDMONllTONE, FIFTH IRREGULAR CAVALRY, 

'fo the Bible Society,. ..................................... Rs. 50 0 tJ 
--- London MiHsionary Society, ............. ..... .. .. •• .. .. 50 o o 
- Free Church Mission, .... , ..... , , , , ...... , ... , . . . • . . . . . 50 o 0 
- 13~ptist Missionary Society, .. ,,,, .•••••..•... ,,,......... 50 o 0 

A. LEU(~. 




