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FUNDAMENTAL RULES.

I. That the Carcurra CHrisTIAN Onserver be estab-
lished on those evangelical principles, in which the leading
Reformers of the 16th century were agreed,

II. 'That no piece, advocating the peculiarities of a purticu-
lar denomination, shall in any case be inserted in the work.

III. That the Editors, who are of different religious deno-
mmat.ons, shall be at liberty, without offence to the contribu-

» to modify or reject all commumcatxons which may appear
contx ary to the above Rules.

The United Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting will (D. V. ) be held on Monday,
the 7th of June, at the Union Chapel. Service to commence at 7 P, M.

The Committee of the Bible Society (D. V.) meet for the transaction of business
on the third Tuesday in every month, at 9 o’clock in the morning.

The Committee of the Bible Association meet on the last Friday in every.
month at the Bible Society’s House, at 9 o’clock in  the morning.

Notice To CORRESPONDENTS.
A Member of the Hindi Translation Committee,

Who states that that Committee has come to 2o deczsmn regarding
our Saviour’s name, will excuse-us if we adhere to our resolution .of ..
excluding all further communications regarding the Urdu Bible Contro-
versy. At the same time we thus intimate what he wishes to be 1 mndei-
known.

THE UPADESHAK,
Price: 1 R. 8.aps. PER ANNUM,’

This is a Magazine in the Bengili language intended chiefly for the beneﬂt of
Native Christians.

Pust Publishey,

Axp ro BE Hap AT MESSRS. OSTELL AND LepaGE’S, AND Mnssns. G. C. Hay
axp Co.'s: pp. 67.—Price one rupee.

THE MINISTRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, IN THE GOSPEL: a
discourse preached at the admission of the Rev. JoHN Macxkajx, as minister of the
congregation of the Free Church of Scotland, in Calcutta ;—together with the
uddress on the reciprocal duties of Minister and people, delivered on the same
occasion.—By Joun Macponatp, Missionary Minister, Caleulla.

. Also by the same.

DUELLING SPIRITUALLY CONSIDERED, a Discourse. Price, one gu;}e_e.’
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New Sgries, Vor. VIII. No. 90.—OwLp Series, Vor. XVI, No. 181.

JUNE, 1847.

1.—Missions in Bengal during 1846.

Many bodies of Christians are now labouring in Bengal for
the conversion of the heathen, and the Reports of their labours
for the past year have recently been presented to the public.
Generally speaking, the Reports of Societies do not meet with
that attention which they deserve: but we are sure that any
one, who will carefully read, examine and digest those we
have mentioned, who will compare their varied contents and
put together the information they convey, will be surprised and
delighted at the view which such a digest will give, of the
present position of missions in this' part of India. These
missions have now been continuously carried on for many years :
many servants of Christ have laboured in them, and many have
died : many anxieties have been experienced, many trials borne ;
many prayers have been offered, much opposition has been put
down: and hence the question not unnaturally arises ; What
has been the effect.of such toils and trials? Are the preachers
of truth still diligent in teaching? Is the word rightly and
without reserve proclaimed to idolaters and heathen? Is
discipline faithfully administered ? Is the small community of
native Christians increasing and prosperous? Has God for-
gotten to be gracious to them ; or is the arm of the Lord made
bare, to save souls from death? A brief survey of missions
in Bengal, as they have been carried on during the past year,
will, we think, satisfactorily answer these and similar questions.
We have endeavoured therefore to make such a survey in the
following paper. We have endeavoured from the various mate-
rials found 1in the reports, to make an accurate compilation of
the incidents which have been met with in the above period,
and to illustrate them in such a way as to put the labours of the
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servants of God in a right light. And let not the use of such
a record be misunderstood. It has been made not to encourage
boasting; not to calculate the arithmetical progress of the
kingdom of Christ. We disclaim every such intention, whe-
ther with respect to converts or to missionary labours. Such
calculations are,we think,not sanctioned by the New Testament.
But generalization is useful. The wmind seeks for unity. It
strives continually to get clear views both of facts and truths.
Such a general view we wish to give in this paper, that our
readers may see at a glance what is being done, and what is
not, for the spiritual enlightenment of this land. We may
perhaps, derive from it more exact notions of the nature and
extent of missionary labours, and have greater distinctness
given to our sympathies and prayers. A review of the Lord’s
work, will, we trust, furnish ground for much satisfaction and
encouragement. It will be seen that the gospel is not preached
in rain; that the Lord’s promises have not failed : but that the
cause of salvation is progressing ; that impressions are being
made by the truth upon the minds of the heathen, and that
there is reason for hope that these labours will in the end bring
forth honour to God and good to men. It will be seen that
we have much cause for gratitude, humility, faith and prayer;
for the work is not easy, and ‘“there are many adversaries.”
We would therefore call the attention of our readers to the
subject, only intreating them to be ¢ fellow-helpers of the
truth” and to stand ‘“on the Lord’s side.”” We have not
mentioned to what Societies the missionaries at various stations
are attached: anxious to present the work as carried on by
“ one body, the Church :” and believing that it is the earnest
desire of all Christian missionaries of every name to form one
<« Evangelical Alliance” against idolatry, and to bring the
heathen to the attainment of the ¢ great salvation.”

1.—The number of OrpAINED MissioNaRIES in Bengal
is large; and the localities of MissioNaRY StaTionNs are
important ones. During 1846 they were as follows, though
gince that time several changes have taken place.

Chittagong, . ........ Rev.J. Johannes and J. C. Fink.

Dacea, ............. Rev. W. Robinson and O. Leonard. -
Barisal, ........... . Rev.S. Bareiro.

Balasore, . .......... Rev. P. Bachelor.

Jellasore, .......... Rev.]J. Phillips.

Midnapore, .. ........ Rev.J. Dow.

Caleutta, . .. .. Rev. Messrs. Arratoon, Boaz, Dr. Dufl,

Ewart, ‘il-e'rdérxan, Innes, Lacroix, Leslie, Long, M’Donald,
Mackay, Morgan, Mullens, Ogilvie, Osborne, Page, Parker,
Paterson, Pearce, Sandws, T. Smith, Thomas, and Wenger.
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Agurpara, .......... Rev.F.J. Rozario.
Serampore, .. ........ Rev. W. H. Denham and J. Robinson.
Chinsurah, .......... Rev.J. Bradbury.
Burdwan, .......... Rev. J. Weitbrecht; B. Geidt; F. Schurr,
and C. Bomwetsch.
Cutwa,.............. Rev. W. Carey.
Jessore, ............ Rev.J. Parry.
Krisknaghur, ........
Sudder Station, .... Rev. C. Blumbardt and E. Reynalds.
Chupra, .......... Rev.J. Wendnagel and C. Kruckeberg.
Kapasdanga, ....... Rev. C. T. Krauss.
Ratanpur, ........ Rev. C. Lipp.
Solo,. . ............ Rev. G. Cuthbert and J. Linke.
Berkampore, ........ Rev. M. Hill and T. Lessel.
Strt in Birbhim,...... Rev.J. Williamson.
Arah, ee-v...... Rev. A. Sternberg.
Dingjpir,............ Rev. H. Smylje.
Cherra,.. ............ Rev. T. Jones, D. Jones and another mis-
sionary.
Monghtr, ............ Rev. J. Lawrence J. Parsons, and MTr.
Hurter.
Patna, ....... ...... Rev. H. Beddy.
Ghaziptr,............ Rev. Messrs. Hubner and Reuchter.
Goruckpter, .......... Rev. J. P. Menge and W. Glen.
Benares, ............ Rev. Messrs. Droese, Hechler, Kennedy,

Leupolt, Sandberg, Shurman, Small, Smith, W. Smith, Uhi-
man and Watt.
Chunar,.............. Rev. R. Richards and H. Heinig.
Juanpir, ............ Rev. R. Hawes.
Mirzapir, .. .......... Rev. M. Artope, J. Budden, R. C. Mather,
and M. Woollaston.
Darjeeling, .......... Rev. W, Start.

From this list it appears that there were in all 84 missiona-
ries : men of various abilities, habits and countries, Americans,
Germans, French and English. Some of them are now ad-
vanced in life and have lived in the country many years, so as
to be scarcely able to labour longer: but others are young, and
under the guidance of older brethren, are gradually acquiring
experience.

Of these 84, there were 76 engaged in actual labour, during
the year: eight were absent from 1ll-health and other causes,
that is about one tenth of the whole. It is a remarkable fact
that at the stations mentioned not one missionary died. During
the present year however, the Rev. J. Wendnagel and the Rev.
D. Jones of Cherra have in God’s providence been removed :
while Mr. Reynalds of Krishnaghur has left the country with
no hope of being able toreturn. Of the missionaries who were
absent almost all have returned and resumed their work with
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the year 1847. While again of those who were present and in
health, three have already left the country for Europe. Siz
new missionaries arrived and entered on their labour for the
first time with the past year.

In these respects the year 1846 was a contrast to the year
preceding. In 1845 we find that five missionaries died in Ben-
gal alone, and in all India (as far as we have received informa-
tion) twelve missionaries and ten missionaries’ wives. While in
the same year fiffeen missionaries and ten missionaries’ wives left
the country,of whom five missionaries were from Bengal. We may
be thankful therefore that in the good Providence of God, so
large a proportion of the whole number professedly engaged in
preaching His truth, have been enabled during the past year to
remain at their stations, and as far 4s strength was given them,
to carry on the Lord’s work. If the above facts furnish any
criterion by which to judge of other periods, we should imagine
that the average duration of missionary labours in India is longer
than is usually supposed. It may be added finally that of the
whole number, seventeen have not been in the country more
than three years and a half.

Besides the ordained European and American Missionaries,
many Native Catechists have been engaged in the work of the
Lord at almost all the stations. Whatever be said about native
Christians in general, one would naturally suppose that the
catechists are certainly looked to as a chief part of the native
church in this country. Though both in past and present times
there may be found among them men of excellent christian
character, yet on the whole, that character is not such as we
should wish to see the native church bear. Its defects and
weaknesses are numerous and very discouraging. Hence we
cannot but think, that independently of other most cogent rea-
sons, missions in this country must for many years to come
depend chiefly upon the labours of European Missionaries.

In the stations above enumerated and the out-stations
connected with them, there are upwards of 90 Catechists,
besides Readers and Schoolmasters. These returns however,
are not complete, since at many places, (including Burdwan,
and the whole district of Krishnagur} the number of native
preachers is not distinctly specified. Some of these have been
preachers for a long time: others again are but young both in
years and experience. May the Lord of the church enlarge
their wisdom, zeal and faithfulness ! May he elevate their charac-
ter, give them strength to overcome all their failings, and increase
their number a hundredfold.

The Stations at which missionaries are located include the
chief cities and towns in Bengal and Behar. There are doubt-
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less many other places, suitable for such stations and free from
the contaminating influence of Kuropean troops, but the present
stations seem on the whole to have been well chosen. Thus the
Church has many centres whence spiritual light and heat may
radiate to warm and quicken the souls of the heathen.

Calculta, as being the Metropolis of India and the centre of
an influence which affects most powerfully the native commu-
nity in all parts of the country, claims and has received from
missionaries a large share of attention. As shown above, it
contains 23 missionaries, and these are so stationed as to bear
upon the native ‘population in almost every direction. Begin-
ning with the northern suburb, there is a missionary station at
Baranagar, another in Nimtala, the heart of the native town ;
another at Simla; another at Mirzapore ; a fifth at Intally; a
sixth at South Kélinga ; a seventh at Bhawanipur and an eighth
at Haurah, across the river. To the east and south of the city,
in the large villages, there are many bodies of Christians, who
are superintended by the Calcutta Missionaries.

Benares, as next in importance and as peculiarly a focus of
Hindu superstition, has eleven missionaries, supposing all present
at their stations. These missionaries are located principally at the
three stations of Secrole, Rajghit and Sigra: though the preach-
ing chapels and schools are placed in various parts of the native
town. With a population of 200,000, increased beyond calcula-
tion at the season of the festivals, this city might well receive a
much larger nuinber of labourers than it at present contains.

The majority of the other towns and villages have but one or
two missionaries labouring alone. Mugch should we like to
see this old plan of scattering labourers given up, and that
never less than three missionaries were stationed at one spot:
so that in case of sickness, the work which includes various
departments, might not altogether cease. At present, in such
places if a missionary is compelled to leave his post even for a
while, his work must stand still and the good is in danger of
being altogether destroyed. This has been painfully exemplified
during last year in the history of the missions in Kishnaghur.

Such are the stations of the missionaries and such their num-
ber. In carrying on the object for which they have come to
Bengal, the conversion of the natives to Christ, they have acted
upon them in various ways, and brought various influences to
bear upon them.

II. In these labours, THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL IN
THE NATIVE TONGUE occupies a conspicuous place.

In most of the stations it is the chief employment of the
missionary, and past experience, as well as Scripture precedent,
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have shown it a most powerful and efficient means of making
known the truth. From the various reports before us, it
seems that this method of proclaiming the gospel has been pur-
sued by missionaries not merely in chapels built for the purpose,
but by the way side, in the streets and hits and bazars, where-
ever crowds were to be met with. The chief buildings in which
the word of God is thus proclaimed are what are termed bazar
chapels ; they are generally stationed as far as practicable in the
midst of the native population. Calcutta has eight of these
chapels, and might have more. Benares too is well supplied
with them. From the various reports it appears that many
missionaries preach,to the heathen every day, and others two
or three times a week, according as they confine their attention
to this branch of labour or not.

In regard to vernacular preaching, Calcutta exhibits a pecu-
liarity which is not seen elsewhere in Bengal. We believe
that out of its 23 missionaries, only Zen regularly preach in
Bengili to the heathen. This arises from the change of sys-
tem in the plans of labour adopted in this city. It wili be
seen presently that while in many places public vernacular
preaching is the chief employment of missionaries, in Calcutta
far greater attention has been paid to the education of the
young than elsewhere. This fully explains a fact which might
otherwise have appeared strange.

The influence which this department of christian labour
exerts upon the native community, and the effects it is pg‘o@uc-
ing, may be judged of by the following extracts from mission-
aries’ reports. In a few words, they show in the most dis-
tinct and practical manner the character of the people among
whom we dwell, and the difficulties which that character places
before the gospel. They show, too, what the experience of a
single vear is respecting the way in which the message of the
gospel has been received. We may particularly point out that
only fwo conversions are specified as the result of this public
preaching in the whole of Bengal! What need, then, have the
servants of Christ for patience, courage and faith whilst they
sow the  incorruptible” ¢ seed of the kingdom !”

On this subject, the Rev. C. T. Krauss of Kapasdanga, says:

“ This branch of labour has heen carried on as usual, and another
new convert with his wife of brihminical extraction, has been the fruit
of our preaching in Kapasdanga Bazar.”

Other labourers have been cheered in a different way. The
Rev. J. Parry of Jessore writes :

“ The Gospel is sapping the sandy foundations of Heathenism and

Muhammadanism ; the professors of these false paths do not seem to
be so bigoted as they were some years ago. They seldom or ever zea-



1847.] Missions in Bengal during 1846, 339

lously contend for their respective religions. Many Hindus publiely
confess, that the Hindu shistras are unworthy of credit, and that ido-
latry and caste are founded on human invention. The brdahmans seldom
boastingly make any arrogant assertions or assumptions regarding their
divinity according to the shdstras. Many respectable Hindus assert
that the multitude of idols made at the annual festivals of the gods,
have greatly diminished of late years. Here and there deserted Hindu
temples in a state of ruin and decay are to be seen, which proves the
vanity of the heathen gods.”

The Rev. A. F. Lacroix of Calcutta, similarly observes:

¢ By this means, a considerable amount of christian knowledge has
been diffused among the adult population of this great city, which would
otherwise have been kept ignorant of the Gospel; and thus has the
preaching in the Native languages, it is hoped, largely contributed to
the important work of preparing the people at large for the final recep-
tion of Christianity, which after all, is at the present period, the chief
work of . Missionaries.”

The Rev. J. Phillips of Jellasore states:

< Some days we obtain hearers who are very attentive and appear to
take a deep interest in what we say. Others again manifest a most
disheartening indifference and it is almost impossible to secure a profit-
able hearing. A disposition to quibble and consume the time in idle
talk, is very common.”

From the extracts following we may see how emphatically
they who engage in this department of the Lord’s work, are
called upon to suffer ¢ the trial of faith.”” The Rev. J. C. Page
reports :

“« Of the success accompanying labours among the natives in Calcut-
ta, I can say nothing. Day after day we make known the gospel, but
no man seems to lay it to heart. Hundreds hear the truth, go away,
hear it again, and forget it altogether. They ask nothing, say nothing,
think nothing, feel nothing, remember nothing. Some there are who
dispute for disputation’s sake : others, chiefly those who know some-
thing of English and bigoted Muhammadans, oppose us with great
bitterness. I cannot say thateven a single man of all who have heard
the gospel from my lips, during the last twelve months, seemed to feel
what was said : nor that one, of all who have questioned me about
Christianity in the streets of Calcutta, afforded the least hope of being
an anxious or sincere inquirer. Such seems to be the state of things.”

The Rev. T. Morgan of Haurah also says:

‘“ We have had attentive and contentious audiences, and admissions
everywhere that Hinduism is declining and that Christianity must pre-
vail, but a converted man I did not see.”

Similarly the Rev. W. Smith of Benares:

1 have very little to say in addition to what I have stated in past
years, 1 huve through God’s grace been going on just as stated in for-
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mer reports ; but feel deeply concerned that one year after another should
pass away, without our endeavours yielding any visible fruit.

I have been visited as usual by a great many Natives ; but ouly by
two or three from purely religious motives.”

The Rev. M. Hill of Berhampore :

“ By thousands has the voice of mercy been heard in the bazars, at
melas, and during more extended preaching excursions. As to results
however, we have little to supply in the way of information ; yet enough
to encourage us to abound more and more in the good work.”

And the Rev. C. B. Leupolt of Benares in bearing the same
kind of testimony, declares:

“ Among the inquirers whom I had in the course of the year, I have
found two only sincere.” ,

With respect to the different way in which the hearers of
the gospel listen to its voice, and heed its message, the Rev.
J. P. Menge of Goruckpore states, what we believe to be the
experience of all missionaries in Bengal : viz.

“ The Hindus are on the whole far more inclined to listen with plea-
sure to the Gospel scheme of salvation than Musalméns,” -

In addition to the regular preaching of the gospel at their
several stations, many missionaries have undertaken longer or
shorter Tours and ITinEraxciEs with a view to proclaim
the word in the districts around them, and in places where no
missionary labours statedly. Opportunities have been taken of
the great annual fairs or melds, or the assembling of people at
large héts ; and not only has truth been preached, but large
numbers of tracts, copies of the gospels, and other portions of
scripture have been given away. Efforts of this kind are not
expected to make a strong impression upon the community
at large; but they sometimes prove the means of conversion.
Individuals in former years have been first taught the truth by
their means and have been led to that farther inquiry, which
resulted in decision for Christ. Such efforts do much to pre-
pare the way for future stated labours, especially when the
visits of missionaries are made at regular periods.

During the past year many itinerancies have been made, espe-
cially in the cold season: varying in their length of time from a
fortnight to two and three months. Thus the Rev. A. F.
Lacroix visited the zillah of Krishnaghur : the Rev. J. Parry and
the Catechists of Jessore visited many towns and villages, to-
wards Pubna and the great Ganges. The Rev. G. Pearce preached
the gospel in the villages along the Jellinghi and Padma, towards
Barisal. Six missionaries visited the Sagor mel4, others the great
mela at Allahabad, others attended the Rath Jattra at Serampore.
The whole district of Benares was visited by the Rev. W. Smith :
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and the Rev. J. Weitbrecht spent three months in going through
that of Burdwan. The villages and towns around Jellasore,
Chinsurah, Berhampore, Birbhim, Dacca, Chittagong, Goruck-
pur, Patna, Monghir and Ghazipidr, have been visited in a simi-
lar manner. Thousands have listened to the truth of God, and
thousands have taken home with them the written word. May
the Lord bless these things abundantly, that what has been done
in weakness may prove the power of (God unto salvation! One
thing we are sure of, The public preaching of truth in Bengal
during the last twenty years has done much towards developing
a conscience amongst the natives. That which was asleep and
all but dead, has been awakened and aroused by the moral law :
and though drowsy still, has beenled to feel that the God of
law and order is the God of justice and judgment. May the
Spirit of God convince these sinners of their sin, and lead them
to cry, * what shall we do to be saved ?”’

III. Missionary labours have also included the care of
CaurcHEs and CONGREGATIONS.

The Christian congregations are found at almost all the mis-
sion stations, though the number of members varies much in
different localities. Some of the churches are of long stand-
ing : others have been more recently formed. In some cases
the Christians live together in a village by themselves; in
others they and the heathen are intermingled. There are
in the whole of Bengal and Behar, 38 places at which bodies
of professing Christians meet. Of these there are six in Cal-
cutta: and nine near it under the charge of Calcutta mis-
sionaries. At some stations, as Dacca, Chittagong and Chin-
surah, though the gospel has been preached for many years,
few natives have been converted to God : at Chinsurah not one.
At the close of 1846, in these 38 Churches there were alto-
gether 1606 native members, admitted to the communion of
the Lord’s Supper. Of these, four of the stations in the zillah
of Krishnaghar have 335 communicants : the remainder are in
other parts of the country. In Calcutta itself there are 126 ; in
the villages connected with it, 312. The largest Church in the
country is that at Barisl; the next that at Jessore, which con-
taing 163 members. The number of members in Benares is
comparatively small, being, we believe, 41. During last year, as
far as we can make the calculation, the whole increase amoun-
ted to 313 members. Of these 173 werejoined to the church
at Barisil, an event resulting from special circamstances. The
remaining 140 may be considered the ordinary increase for the
year. The largest addition to any one Church is that of 35
communicants to Mr. Krauss’s congregation at Kapasdanga ;
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the next largest that of 18 members to the Church at Jessore.
Thus is God still at work amongst the native community, and
though his footsteps seem to such an extent hidden, thus does
he show that he views the labours of his servants with pleasure
and encourages the work of their hands.

Of the character of the native church members, the trials
of patience and faith which they occasion; of the weakness
and failings which some churches exhibit, and the pleasure
which others have afforded, the following reports from the
missionaries themselves speak. We prefer to give their own
words, and believe that from their testimony, a very fair opinion
may be drawn of the condition of piety amongst the natives in
this part of India.

It is remarked by one of the Reports:

“The history of our mission churches during the period we have been
surveying shows that pure and undefiled religion, especially in this
country, 1s a tender exotic, which requires that the chilling air of the
world should be carefully excluded, and the life-giving rays of the Sua
of righteousness freely admitted.”

The Rev. W. Smith of Benares says:

“The eonduct of our people in the Christian village has been, out-
werdly at least, satisfactory, and we trust that in some of them a work
of graceis progressing.”

The Rev. F. J. Rozario of Agurpara:

“T am thankful to say that many of the Christians connected with
this Mission are prospering in spiritual things. But whilst some have
made me rejoice in the Lord by their strict Christian conduct, and
hearty co-operation in the work, others have caused sorrow on account
of their misbehaviour and worldliness.”

The Rev. T. Morgan:

#] feel some confidence in stating that we have now more of the
elements of permanent prosperity than in former years. The native
members have attended the services regularly and exhibited some pleas-
ing traits of the christian character, but they have not come unto a
perfect man.”

The Rev. J. Williamson of Birbhum:

« You will be glad to hear, that we have not been obliged to resort
to the unpleasant necessity of excluding any from the communion of
our Church, during the past year.”

The Rev. A. F. Lacroix :

« Spiritnality of mind, I regret to state, is not much on the increase,
although in some few individual cases, more favourable appearances are
perceptible,”
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Mzr. Robinson of Serampore, who has many native members
in his church, remarks :

“ One great obstacle to the improvement of the native Christians in
their temporal as well as their moral condition, is the tenacity with
which they hold, and the inveterate aversion they show when required
to relinquish old customs, for habits of cleanliness, industry and inde-
pendence. This has not a little grieved us, that our anxiety and efforts
to benefit them should not meet with their cordial and ready co-opera-
tion. 'We are however thankful to say, that though some have appear-
ed cold and indifferent to the ordinances of God's house and their own
welfare, others have been more diligent.”

My Blumbhardt, speaks thus of the Sudder Station in Krish-
nagur :

 The conduct of the Christians at the station here and in the villages
has been on the whole satisfactory, and their attendance on the means
of grace regular, with very few exceptions. Some pleasing instances
of piety have come-to my notice, which prove to my mind that the
word preached to them is not fruitless.”

Mr. Pearce reports of the Church at Khari:

“We are happy to report that the spirit of liberality has been che-
rished, and that collections for various objects have in consequence been
made with a readiness that is pleasing ; in particular a fund has been
raised to afford loans of rice to needy families, and several have been
relieved thereby. It is the more pleasing that this effort of mercy
originated with themselves.”

Mr. Krauss of Kapasdanga :

“On the whole I have every reason to be satisfied with the state and
condition of the Mission generally, and great cause of thankfulness for
the steady progress in the leading truths of Christianity made by our
more seriously inclined Christians during the past year.”

Mr. Weitbrecht of Burdwan:

“ With some few exceptions their conduct has been consistent and
becoming their Christian profession, and many walk in the fear of the
Lord.

One of the Christian teachers had to be suspended for a time for
improper conduct. The rest of our helpers have continued faithful in
the discharge of their respective duties.”

Mr. Lessel of Berhampore also writes :

“In reference to the church members, we could desire to state that
they presented a more unequivocal exhibition of the Christian faith in
their walk and conversation. The paucity of their numbers as well as
the weakness of their faith, are painful considerations.”

Mr. Menge of Goruckpore:

“For the last eight months, I may say that the state of the Chris-
tians at the farm has been gradually improving ; they are more diligent

2v 2
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in their work, and generally more attentive to the religious instruction
thev receive.”

Mr. Page says of the Church at Narsigdarchoke :

*‘One thing has pleased me a little : our people are learning to give,
even of their poverty : and I hope the time is not far distant when their
donations will amount to a sum, by which they will be able to support
their own poor, and bnild and keep in repair their own places of wor-
ship.”

But he also adds :

It was found necessary, during the year, to exclude elever members,
not on account of immorality, but of indifference to the means of
grace. 'We mourn over the absence of piety rather than the presence
of vice or wickedness.”

Mr. Kennedy of Benares :

« Of those who have died, we have reason to hope that all is well,
but over some who survive, we have reason to mourn that Satan has
obtained a single advantage. We have been under the painful necessity
of excluding two from the church. for conduct directly opposed to that
which the Gospel requires.”

Mr. Smylie of Dinéjpore:

«The past year has been a year of coldness, darkness and discourage-
ment.”

The Rer. G. Pearce speaking of the Church at Lakhyanti-
pore bears the following testimony :

«The state of things at this station has been very unsatisfactory and
peinful during nearly the whole of the year. In the early part of it
several persons lapsed into sin, and the attempt to bring them under
the discipline of the church, caused animosities and divisions of a
most distressing character, which unsettled every thing, and paralyzed
for a time all efforts to restore order and do good.”

Of another Church whose circumstances were peculiar, the
Rev. J. Mullens says:

<« The history of the church and congregation during the past year
has been a very painful one. Of the 13 members in communion in
January 1846, no less than seven were put away during the year : six for
impure conduct, three of whom had been guilty to a flagrant extent.
The Church was by these instances of discipline all but broken up.”

The Rev. J. Oshorne gives the following account of the
station at Chapra, Krishnagur:

¢ The attendance at the village places of worship is, I regret to say,
exceedingly small, and is almost entirely confined to the Chapel bearer
and his family, and those widows who receive a small monthly allow-
ance from the Relief Fuud. About one-third of the adult Christian
population throughout the whole District attend public worship on the



1847.] Missions in Bengal during 1846. 345

Lord’s-day, the remainder have not yet learned to value the Christian
Sabbath ; and in many cases those who neglect the house of prayer
spend the sacred day in their usual work in the fields. According to
the latest returns there are in the whole District 408 haptized individu-
als, namely, 125 men, 126 women, 90 boys and 67 girls. There are also
11 unbaptized persons who call themselves Christians and 20 who have
joined the Roman Catholic Church. The state of religion generally
among the people, so far as I can judge, is very low ; and their extreme
ignorance and poverty are very unfavourable to their growth in grace
and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Such is the experience of the past year with respect to the
Christian Churches in Bengal. It is in many ways a sad though
instructive record, and furnishes abundant evidence by which
the dealings-of the Lord with this land may be understood.
Let it not be supposed that the brethren who bear this testi-
mony are prejudiced or led away by youthful disappointments
to form a low estimate of that which is in itself good. No.
They are most of them men who have long lived in the land,
have known their charge long, and have had much experience.
None will desire more than they that the work of God may
truly prosper in the Churches, and that the members may seek
higher and higher attainments in spiritual things.

IV. Another branch of missionary labour has been the Epu-
CATION OF THE YOUNG.

The Schools established by missionaries in Bengal are of

three kinds: Vernacular day-Schools: Christian boarding
Schools, and English day-Schools.

1. The vernacular day-Schools are attended chiefly by hea-
then boys, though in the neighbourhood of Churches and
Christian villages they have been established also for Chris-
tian children. The education given in them is not generally of
a high character, and is conducted much on the old Bengili
gystem. They are usually under the superintendence of a
missionary or catechist, who gives religious instruction. They
require the closest and inost constant supervision. The studies
are conducted entirely in Bengali or Hindi (as the case may be)
and ave chiefly elementary. There are in all (as far as we have
learnt) 70 of these schools, containing 3,342 scholars. Of these,
16 are in connection with Christian congregations : and have
in them upwards of 900 Christian boys. Inthe localities which
they occupy other Schools would scarcely be practicable. The
Jargest number of scholars taught on this system is found at
Benares, which has 13 Schools containing 563 boys: Chunar
with 7 Schools and 316 boys : and the Sudder station at Krish-
naghur with 4 Schools and 360 boys.
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2. The Christian boarding-schools are found at the stations
where missionaries reside and are usually placed in their own
premises. In them boys are separated altogether from the
external evil influences to which they are subject in their
parents’ houses and are trained up under the missionary’s own
eve. The boys are partly orphans and partly the children of
pative Christians. The plan pursued in their training is
not the same in all cases. Some missionaries make a dis-
tinction in their treatment of lads according to the difference
in their abilities. Thus some lads after acquiring the elements
of knowledge are sent back to the plough before they have
acquired a distaste for agricultural life. 'While others, who are
more clever, are taught more thoroughly, and even advanced to
the English school of the station, where there is one. The
charge of the orphans is the most difficult to deal with. But
it is stated in the Reports, that almost all are taught some
kind of trade by which to support themselves in after-life.

The Rev. M. Hill says on this subject :

“The boys after their school hours and morning prayers, repair to
the work-shop, where they are occupied through the day. With the
exception of any of them who may show indications of mental pre-
eminence, they are destined to earn their livelihood by manual labour.”

To the same effect the Rev. W. Smith writes:

“The boys form, as they did last year, two divisions. The boys of
the first division are engaged in study, and the second division compre-
hends those engaged in manual labour.”

A similar report is given by Mr. Lipp of Ratanpur. The
number of these Christian boarding schools is 12, containing
366 boys.

As to the effect which such schools may have on native socie-
ty in general, Mr. Krauss says:

“ Both these Schools continue to be a source of real joy and plea-
sure, and I have every reason to believe that all the youths educated
in our Schools on strictly Christian principles will eventually become
the nucleus of a solid Christian community.”

3. English day-Schools. Of the object and plan of these
Schools little need be said in this short sketch ; so much has
been written about them elsewhere. Suffice it to remark that
they are Schools in which in addition to the usual branches of
a scientific education the scholars are taught fully and faithfully
the word of God. All other knowledge, though useful in its
sphere, is deemed subservient to this : and the importance of the
soul’s salvation is the one great theme dwelt upon. The Bible
however is not taught as a class-book, but as a book which
speaks to the Aeart about heaven and about hell. These schools
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are now increasing in the Presidency, and not the least in the
Mofussil. During last year they were 25 in number and con-
tained 4,787 boys of all ages. In Calcutta and its immediate
neighbourhood there were five principal schools, and eight branch
schools, containing 3,950 boys. As the reports of these schools
have already appeared in the Observer for last February,
pp. 104—121, we need not repeat what was there said. We
wish however in justice to remark that the Institution in Nim-
tald, conducted by the Rev. Dr. Duff and his brethren, and
which is the model on which others have beenformed, flourished
as much as before, and contained at the close of 1846, 1044
pupils. The powerful influence which these missionary schools
exert is felt in many ways in native society. Religious know-
ledge has reached many houses into which it would not other-
wise have entered. Hinduism has been greatly shaken and is
no longer the infallible system it was even amongst the higher
classes. All knowledge tends to destroy it and especially the
knowledge of God’s word. The education imparted in the
Government schools and private seminaries is also overturning
Hinduism, but substitutes nothing in its place. Upon this Mr.
Weitbrecht remarks :—

“1 was much gratified in my journeyings to meet with so many
young Hindus who had received an English education, and who with
few exceptions speak with contempt of idolatry. It iseasyto perceive
that a great moral change, and I believe for the better, 1s thus being
effected, though the Evangelist in a Heathen land looks for more than
this. Present appearances would almost lead us to think, that Bengal
is to l_)lecome a land of Deists and infidels before the Gospel is fully to
prevail.”

It is the glory however of missionary schools, that in addi-
tion to the destruction of ervor, they aim to build up truth.

That their fruit is not alwaysto be expected speedily, we may
learn from the following statement by the Rev. J. Long:

“ It is with me a subject of deep regret, that since the establishment
of our school in 1823 up to 1846 not more than fwo converts have heen
produced from it, notwithstanding that the truths of the Gospel have
been plainly and fully preached to the boys in it.”

To assist the operations of these schools a Christian School
Book Society is engaged in endeavouraing to furnish suitable
books. The Committee of this Society are in Calcutta. An-
other Society has just been formed for the same object at Be-
nares.

V. FemaLe Epucarion, as having a peculiar interest, de-
mands a separate mention.
It embraces two kinds of schools : day-schools and boarding
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schools. The day-schools in which the vernaculars are taught
are confined to Calcutta and Benares. They are only seven in
number, being deemed by many a very unprofitable sphere of
labour : they contain 358 girls. The largest is the ¢ Central
School” in Cornwallis Square, formerly established by Mrs.
Wilson. There are also schools in Calcutta, Haurali and Chin-
surah, for the Portuguese and poor East Indians in which an
excellent education is given in English,

There are 20 Christian boarding schools in various parts of
the country, containing 460 girls. In these schools girls are
(like the boys) separated from the contaminating influence of
heathen society and the bad discipline of native families. Of
the way in which they are brought up, the following extracts
speak.

Mr. Lipp says:

« The girls are brought up very simply, in order not to unfit them
for their future destiny as housewives for plain Bengilis. However,
some are instructed in higher branches.”

Mr. Menge of Goruckpore states :

 The remainder, except three of the youngest, can read the Hindui and
Urdu, and are taught plain needle-work, knitting, writing, cooking their
own food, &e.”

Mr. Mullens reports :

“The girls are instructed in all the branches of a plain but useful
Christian Education : in reading, writing, arithmetic and geography ;
end in plain and fancy needle-work. The Bible, both the Old and New
Testameats is fully expounded, and they learn many hymns and pas-
sages of Scripture by heart. It is our especial aim to make them fully
acquainted with the word of God. The whole of these studies are
carried on in the Bengili language, that alone being the language of
their thoughts and of their daily life. All the elder girls take it in
turn to assist in those domestic duties which will devolve on them as
wives of native Christians, such as cooking,"keeping their houses in
order and so on.” ‘

The largest school is that at -Benares under the charge of
Mrs. Smith. It contains 85 orphan girls. During last year a
considerable addition of orphans was made to Mrs. Weitbrecht’s
school at Burdwan.

VI. A large number of PorTioNs OF ScrRIPTURE and of
Revricious TRacts have been distributed during the past year.

The Reports which have been drawn up in reference to this
part of Missionary labours are most instructive, and deserve a
more particular and lengthened notice than this sketch can
give. They show in a remarkable degree what is being done
for the spread of knowledge in Bengal ; furnish additional evi-
dence that the Bible is most wonderfully adapted to all classes
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of sinners in every land ; illustrate the progress of the Lord’s
rause. and give abundant cncouragement to his people to be
“ gtedfast, unmoveable and always abounding”” in his work. Two
lopics are embraced by the Bible Reports, the transiation and
distribution of the Scriptures.

"The languages spoken or read in those districts of which we
are writing, are chicfly Bengli, Hindi, Hindustani and Sanskrit.
And in all these languages carefully revised versions of the
scripturcs have been published during the year by the two
great Bible Societies at the Presidency. The Rev. Messrs.
Wenger, Leslie, Paterson, and Dr. Haeberlin have been spe-
cially engaged in these revisions and reprints. Of the extent
to which they have been carried one report says:

¢ At the beginning of last year Mr. Leslie entered upon the work
of revising and carrying through the press the New Testament in Hindi.
The printing has advanced to the commencement of John, whilst of
Matthew 8,000 copies and of Mark, 4,000 copies have been struck off
for separate distribution.

In Bengali an edition of the New Testament, of 4,000 copies, which
at the date of our last report had advanced to the end of 1st Corin-
thians, has been completed. There have also been printed, for separate
distribution, of the gospel by Matthew, 15,000 copies; of Mark 15,000
copies, of Luke 15,000 copies, of the Acts 10,000 copies, of Luke
and Acts together 5,000 copies, of Genesis with part of Exodus, 5000
copies, whilst an edition of the gospel by John, of 15,000 copies, is
now in the press and has advanced to the 20th chapter.

In Sanskrit a new edition of the book of Proverbs, of 3,000 copies,
issued from the press in the early part of the year, whilst a