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India, and having with him rccently visited our  Mission

;::2 Stations in Bombay, the Punjab and North West Provinces.

' it is a real pleasure to accede to the request that 1 should
write a short introduction to his book, giving an account
of that tour.

It was with the deepest interest that [ revisited the wonderful and
vast land of India, 26 ycars having clapsed since my previous visit. ]
know that, however carcfully anyone may study, at a distance, the
problems to be solved in the conduct of Missions, it is quite a different
matter to face them on the spot.

[ was greatly impressed with the remarkable  growth  and
development in every branch of Christian cffort. 1o many ways it
scemed to be a new land.

In these notes T will refer mainly to the work among women and
irls, every section of which shows most vigorous and real progress.

It was a causc for genuine gratitude and thankfulness when visiting
the Schools 1 had scen 26 years before, to find how thoroughly the hich
tone and cfficiency had been maintained, and how largely the numbers

under instruction had increased.
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As we journeyed from place to place, it was cheering to note now
numerous were the Schools founded since my former visit ; all working
on the same lines of efficiency and usefulness ; influencing and moulding
so largely the girls, who. when they enter into the home life of India, will
become such an important factor, and we trust, exert much influence for
good.

With regard to Zenana visitation, I can of course only speak at
seccond hand. ILady Kinnaird and Miss Morley visited many housces,
and were delighted to sce how hearty was the welcome accorded to the
Missionary ladies by the inmates of the Zenanas, showing that they do
appreciate the visits of our ladies, and that they are responding to the
Gospel influence, which is opening a new world to them, and infusing
fresh hopes and inspirations into their lives.

We sometimes hear the criticisin that it is not fair that Missionaries
should force their way into the homes of India. To show how [utile this
objection is, it is only necessary to state the fact that there are very many
more open doors than the present stafl of ladies can possibly enter, and
further, that it is utterly impossible for them to go into any Zenana where
they are not invited and welcomed.

An entirely new development since my former visit is the Medical
work.  Our Socicty was the pioncer in sending out fully qualified lady
doctors from this country to India, and we gladly sce the extension of
that valuable agency in many directions, thus bringing skilled medical aid
within the reach of the secluded women, who cannot scek help in the
ordinary channels, and who have suffered untold misery and pain owing
to the lack of such aid,

God has given us in the latter years of this century a new force, the

power of which we are only beginning to realise.  If once the nced of
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our Indian sisters for medical aid could be brought home to the ladies of
this country, we should have many coming forward, and  offering
themselves for this service.

It was most encouraging and gratifying to sce the Hospitads, so far as
I was allowed to enter the wards, and to think what a revolution the
skilled treatment there given must make in the ideas of Indian ladies,
who find for the first time what medical aid and comforts mean
Realising fully how great has been the work accomplished by the ladies
in visiting the Zenanas, and working in the Schools, we feel that the
influence on the patients in the Hospitals, and under medical treatment,
is cven greater. We must, however, be carcful not to take up any
special work merely because it is the casiest or the most popular; but in
every branch of scrvice keep ever before us the Divine Command to
“ Preach the Gospel to every creature.”

At the time of our visit the country was just emerging from the
terrible calamitics of Famine, Pestilence, and War,  Once feels that our
Heavenly Father must have some mighty purpose for India in the near
future through these visitations.  Having taken part in raising funds for
famine relicf, 1 was glad to hear testimony on all sides to the self-denying
exertions of the Missionarics in their efforts to save life. Many of them
worked far beyond their strength during those sorrowful and  pamniul
months.

Looking at the bright and cager faces of the little Famine orphans,
once could not but pray and long that under the loving care of Christian
ladics they may become in their turn Missionaries to their own people.

For the past 20 years I have, as Treasurer of the Zenana Bible and
Medical Mission, and also as member of Committee, taken a deep interest

in the work.  But 1 ciume back so stirred and impressed by what T have



actually scen of the needs, the opporturnitics, the teeming multitudes who
seem to say no man carcth for our souls, and the ficlds ripe unto harvest
that I am resolved to strive more than ever to advance this grand cause,
and to enter in by the open doors. T can only wish that our friends in
Great Britain could pay a few days visit to the various Mission Stations.
Surcly then the Treasurer's duties would be casier, and instead of constant
anxicty how to meet drafts from India there would be an overflowing
exchequer.

ts it too much to hope that the coming Centenary of the Church
Missionary Socicty will open up a fresh cra, and inaugurate a new system
and scale of Christian giving?  In view of the enormous wealth God has
given to this country, it is grievous to think that every Missionary Socicty
should be hampered, and compelled to say* No™ to many of the pressing
demands that come home asking for more workers!

While travelling from city to city in our journcy, it was cheering to
note the evidences of growth and expansion in all Mission operations: but
alas! on the other hand, we traversed long distances, with vast popula-
tions, amongst whoin there was absolutely not a single Missionary ! Only
a personal visit can really bring home to one’s mind how tremendous and
overwhelming is the need for more labourers to carry the Gospel
message 1o these masses ol people!  But a carcful perusal of  Mr
Cavalier's book will, at least’in part, convey the call foudly and clearly to
Christian people at home to * Come over and help us”

I am anxious also to emphasise the importance of giving to all the
Missionaries propee buildings in which to carry on their scell-denying
labours, and a sufficient staff of helpers. Assuredly it is not a wise policy
to let them run the risk of breaking down in health through insanitary

conditions cither in dwelling houses or schools.
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[ wish to take this opportunity of bearing my  testimony to the
ability and sclf-sacrifice of the Missionaries. It is truly o privilege to
have as co-workers such a noble band of ladics who have not only given
up home comforts and friendships, but by hard and conscientious training
have qualified themselves to become pioncers in bringing  light wnd
liberty to the mothers, and to those who will in the next generation
become the mothers, in India.

I should here like to remind our readers also, that the work of a
Sccretary at home, though not so exciting, is nearly as full of scelf denial,
and is certainly as hard as if he were still labouring in the Mission field.

[ most carnestly commend to the Christian public my- friend Mr.
Cavalier’s book on our tour in India. It deals clearly and fully with the
subjects [ have referred to, showing what under God's blessing has been
done, and pointing out the tremendous need for larger and  wider
operations than our Society has yct been able to attempt.

In conclusion, I would say how very gratifying it was to hear on all
hands from the Missionarics of the many acts of kindness and co-operation
they receive from the civilians and officers and their wives : and on the
other hand to hear from the civilians their admiration of the work

carricd on by Missionaries for our fellow subjects in our Indian Fmpire.

vronand

Lebruary, 1899.
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THE WORSHIP OF KALIL

PREFACE.

[IX years 1897-8 will long be remembered in India as a
time of widespread anxicty and suffering. The
terrible famine which prevailed, chicfly in the Central

and North-West Provinces, involved millions of poor

people in the direst distress.  Government officials
devoted themscelves in the most arduous and praiseworthy
manner to the work of saving life, and their cfforts
were  supplemented in all  directions by the  voluntary

labours of Missionaries, whilst the enormous outlay  from
public funds was augmented Dby the liberal  contributions
made in this country as well as in the United States, Canada, and

Australia.  And yet the loss of life was considerable, and the combined

cfforts of all these sympathisers could not prevent terrible suffering.

Fvery part of India felt the trial to a greater or less degree, since the

price of grain rosc everywhere to such an extent as to involve severe

hardship cven in thosc districts where the crops had been cood.
Whilst the Central and Northern portions of the country were thus

affected by IFamine, the West was overwhelmed by a sccond and more
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terrible outbreak of Plague. The reports in the lnglish papers told of its
fatal and widespread ravages, but could give no adequate idea of its
desolating effeets, the gloom it cast over socicty, the solemnity occasioned
by the presence of death in so many homes, or the heroic cfforts of the
Government cmploycees, again supplemented by voluntary labours of
Missionarics, to combat it.  Numbers of people who are not Christians
recognised the hand of God behind this terrible visitation, and both
Mohammedans and 1indus were constrained to urge the need of special
prayer for deliverance.  In the midst of all this trouble one statement
made in Bombay stands out as a striking proofl of God's faithfulness and
carc of Ilis own people.  For some time the deaths from Plague in
that city were upwards of 200 daily. The Protestant Native Christians
in Bombay number about 1,500. All through those dark and troubled
dayvs it was the custom amongst them to read the grst Psalm daily in
their homes with their families. They read the Promises -\ thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it shall
not come nmgh thee. . There shall no evil befall thee, neither
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling™ -and they believed them.
Committing themselves thus daily to God’s loving care, many of them
exposed themselves to the risk of infection in their cfforts to relieve or
help sufferers. Yet when we left Bombay at the end of February we
were assured that throughout the whole course of the Plague epidemic
during the previous winter, only six out of the 1,500 had been attacked !
To the other troubles of India during that memorable period we can
only bricfly allude. The carthquake brought sudden and unexpected
trials to many in Bengal and Assam, whilst the tedious frontier war
involved great anxicty to the families, not only of the English troops

engaged, but also of the Native soldiers. Yet as we travelled through
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the country the impression came with cver-deepening foree, that God
has purposes of great mercy to India, and that out of all these afflictions
He will bring great good.  We read in holy writ, = When Thy judgiments
arc in the carth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.”
[sa. xxvi,, 9. For many yecars now a growing army ol Missionaries has
been proclaiming the Gospel, and calling upon the people to repent.
Some have obeyed the call.  But the great majority have disregarded it
Many arc now intellectually convinced of the truth of Christianity, and
of the evils resulting from their own systems. Yt they neither obey the
former, nor cut themselves free from the latter. But thank God this time
of trial has been a scason of revival, and already some have learned by the
manifold afflictions of their land to turn from idols to serve the living
and true God.

The visit to India, of which an account is given in the following
pages, was undertaken at this time in the hope that we might be of use
to our Missionaries, and be able to encourage and help them in their
sclf-sacrificing efforts. It was a great privilege to be permitted to go
amongst so many of the Lord’s servants, and to sce the very high tone of
spirituality and devotion which they maintain in their daily work.  \We
have often heard Missionaries criticised, and we well know the human
infirmity which clings to the holiest of God's people. We have travelled
a good deal in Christian Ingland, and had many opportunities of sceing
Christian work and workers,  But never have we met clsewhere with a
large number of the Lord's servants who exhibited such whaole-hearted
devotion to their work, such self-sacrificing zcal, and such Christ-like
love and unity.  Without being invidious we may say that thix i more
especially marked in the ladies, and where all are doing <o well

the lady Missionarics excel.  We left India with the feeling that the
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visit to our Zcenana Missions had been an especial privilege, because of
the insight it had given us into the happy Christ-like lives our
Missionarics arce leading, and their whole-hearted absorption in their work.
Certainly we may feel that where God has called such a band of workers
into His vineyard, 1Tc must have some purposes of special grace towards

those amongst whom lle has called them to labour.

> )
\\,‘A.Mmd TJake
f
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MAP OF lNDIA SHOWING STATIONS OF THE ZENANA BlBLE AND MEDICAL MlSSION
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THE ZENANA.

I Zenana system is of very great antiquity, and its adoption
and continuance through so many centuries, notwithstanding
the tyranny it exercises over its subjects, is evidence ol the
low position assigned to woman where her lot has not been
amcliorated by the influence of the Bible, Tt is true that
the immmates of the Zenana often become so accustomed o
its restrictions that they do not rebel against them. Many even cherish
a custom which flatters their pride by leading them to feel that they are
not numbered amongst the multitude. Regarding the purdah as a

mark of social rank, they cling to i, and arc willing vietims of life-tong
scclusion and imprisonment.  But this only proves how entirely they
have lost their knowledge and appreciation of the blessings of liberty,
and how little they understand the value of those high gifts which God
has bestowed upon woman for the benefit of others.

In the Old Testament we find the Zenana existing amongst the

Persians, and spoken of in a manner which implies that it was even then



customary. Probably it had been used by them long before, but in the
sccond chapter of Esther mention is made of the “ House of the women,”
and we are told that Esther was preferred to the best place in it In
the Persian translation this is rendered the “ Zenana,” and we read that
Esther had the best room in the Zenana given to her. The word is
derived from the Persian “Zcen,” which means woman, and “ Zenana”
is that which pertains to woman, and so becomes the name of the women'’s
apartments, just as from “ Merd,” man, is derived “ Merdana,” the men's part
of the house.  But it is evident from the history of Isther that much
greater freedom was allowed to her than would be possessed by the wife
of an Indian Rajah in our day. Vashti, while Qucen, entertained the
women during the festival given by the King in the palace of Shushan,
and this might have its counterpart in India still.  But Queen Esther
was able to invite both the King and IHaman to her banquet, & procceding
which would be quite contrary to all rules of propricty amongst the
Hindus.  Indian women are not allowed to eat in the presence of the
men, but the wife stands and waits upon her husband and boys while they
cat, and then she takes her food separately with the girls. The strict
seclusion of the purdah as it is enforced in our own day would make it
quite impossible for a strange man like IHaman to be included in an
invitation from a Zenana lady.  She is not supposed to sce any men
except her husband, father, brothers, and her husband’s yowsnger brothers,
and some of these only under much restriction.

The Persians were not the only nation who enforced this scclusion
upon their women. It was from very carly times customary among the
Greeks, whose wives lived in almost absolute retirement. They were
usually married when very young, and lived in a special and retired part
of the house.  Mr. Lecky, in his © History of Furopean Morals,” gives a
very sad picture of the lives led by those amongst the Grecian women who
were not thus sccluded.  But of the married, he says = The more wealthy
seldom went abroad, and never except when accompanicd by a female
slave: never attended the public spectacles s received no male visitors
except in the presence of their husbands, and had not cven a scat at their

own tables when male guests were there”



The Zenana system appears to have been generally adopted in India
as a result of the Mohammedan invasion, and is most prevalent in those
northern portions of the country which came under their rule.  But its
germs were there before, and there is abundant cvidence that the low
cstirnate of woman from which it sprang was much older than the Moham-
medan conquest.  The very carliest books of the Hindus, it is true, give a
brighter account. In them womanly virtues are extolled, and noble
instances are related of women who excelled in the beauty and purity of
their Hves. But even then polygamy and other evils had begun their
dégrading work. In the Heroic age, before the Brahmin pricsthood had
succeeded in gaining
the ascendancy,  and
whilst the warrior classes
ruled, women enjoyed a
censiderable  share  of
liberty and  independ-
ence. This  was sadly
changed under the rule
of the Brahmins. Manu,

thetr  great  law - giver,

whose Institutes occupy

a similar relation to the

WOMEN GRINDING CORN.

ITindus to that in which
the law of Moses stands to the Jews, finatly vobbed the Hindu woman
of all freedom, and bound her with the most ©galling chain™ =\
girl,” says Manu, “or young woman, must do nothing according to her
own pleasure, even in her own dwelling place.  In childhood she s
dependent on her father: in youth on her husband: in widowhood on
her sons. . woman must never seek to be independent.”

Well may Dr. Duff have remarked on this: - Indefining the position
of woman in socicty, the first principle and essence of Hindu legislation s,
that in a pecutiar sense, rom her birth to her death, she must never m
anything have a will of her own  must never dare to aspire to inde-

pendence.  Instead of being a Zelp-mect for man, she must for ever and
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cever be dependent on and subject to
him; must be satisfied with being his
humble slave, his crouching and sub-
missive drudge. . . . llere she s
depressed, and hopelessly so, in the
social scitle, by the enactments of posi-
tive law on the part of an authority
that is reckoned divine.”

This great priest-lawgiver of the
Hindus deprives women of all choice

in the most solemn and important events

of their lives.  Even in marriage no op-

INTERIOR OF A ZENANA,

tion is left to them, and “carly mar-
ringe—the banc and curse of IHindu socicty—marriage in actual child-
hood, is expressly enjoined.”  Every man is required by Manu to give
his daughter in marriage, “cven though she has not attained her age—
z.c., of cight years!”

“Once married, obedience—Dblind, abject, unquestioning obedience to
her husband becomes her bounden duty.”  Only thus has she any hope
hereafter.

*The husband,” says Manuy, “ gives bliss continually to his wife here
below, and he will give her happiness in the next world. He must be
constantly revered as a god by a virtuous wife, even though he does not
obscrve approved usages, or is enamourced of another woman, or is devoid
of good qualitics.  No sacrifice is allowed to women apart from  their
husbands, no religious rite, no fasting : so far only as a woman honours
her lord, so far is she exalted in heaven.”

Dr. Dufl remarks on this: = The most depreciatory sentiments arc
throughout the code expressed relative to women, and the most con-
temptuous cepithets applied to them.  They are constantly ranked with
the inferior castes. They are represented as incorrigibly fickle and frail,
vicious and perverse, surcharged with all manner of hateful passions and

impure desires. OF them it is positively alffirmed that no confidence can
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ever be placed in them,  We may trust deadly poison, i swollen river,
a hurricane, the large ficree clephant, the tiger come from prey, the
angels of death, a thicf, @ savage, @ murderer: but v WOMAN NEVER”

The Pundita Ramabai, once of the most gifted and enlightencd of
India’s women, is the daughter of a Brahmin priest.  1le died during
the famine of 1876-7, but, contrary to custom, he had taught his hiulde
girl to read.  She is an excellent Sanscrit scholar, has studied the Hindu
sacred literature closcly, and has for some years been a Christian,

Ramabai says: “Such distrust and such low estimate of woman’s
nature and charvacter in general is at the root of the custom of the
scectusion of women.  Those who diligently and impartially read Sanscrit
litcrature in the original, cannot fail to recogmse the law giver, Man,
as onc of those hundreds who have done their best to make woman
hateful. . . . 1 can say honestly and trutlypully that [ hace necer read
any sacred book 1w Sanscret litcrature wwithout mecting s Kond of laterul
sentintent about women.”

Ramabai quotes the following catechism:

1. What is cruel 7 The heart of a viper.

2. What is more cruel than that > The heart of a woman.

3. What is cruellest of all *  The heart of a sonless, penniless widow,

Again:

1. What 1s the chief gate to hell >\ woman.

2. What bewitches like wine > .\ woman.

3. Who is the wisest of the wise 7 He who has not been deceive I by wemen, 0
may be compared to malignant liends.

4. What are fetters to aman?  \Women.

5. What is that which cannot be trusted > Woman.

Such are the sentiments inculcated in carly Tife amongst those who
have the advantage 27 of being taught and  trained by the priests!
FFortunately for the mass of the people, education was denied them by
their religious lTeaders. But this is the sort of teaching given in the name
of religion 1o over 200,000,000 of our fellow creatures, who are wiso our
fclow subjects! These are the degrading views of woman anthoritatively
laid down in their sacred books, and enforced by their priests as heing,

divinely sanctioned.
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Nor is the sentiment peculiar to the Iindus.  The Mohammedans
are cqually gross and unjust, and their presence in India has done much
to aggravate the evil, and to intensify the disabilities of woman's fot.  The
two systems have acted on cach other, and we understand that in
no other Mohammedan country are the women so severely secluded.
Mahomet is reported to have said, * T stood at the gate of hell, and o,
most of the inmates were women.”

The Caliph Abu Bekr said: *The women are all evil, but the
arcatest cvil of all is that they are necessary.”

What a contrast to the comforting, clevating truths of the Gospel!
Is it any wonder that one Zenana inmate remarked @ “Your book is so
full of kind things about women, and kind words for women, that it must
have been written by a woman.” It is to Christianity alone that woman
is indebted for the high position she holds in civilized countries. It is
Christianity alone that has given her her rightful rank, making her the
helpmect and the cqual of man, bound by the same dutics, and aspiring
to the same cternal joys; and Christianity alone can give to the many
millions of India’s women the same glorious liberty, the same honourable
regard, and the same sacred picty and uscfulness.
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HINDUSTAN]1 SCHOOL PUPILS AT POONA.

2 CHILDHOOD AND MARRIAGE.

will be readily understood that no welcome attends the advent
into the family of a baby girl  The degrading views of
womanhood have fargely uprooted natural affection.  The
love and kindness of Hindu parents are lavished freely on their
sons, whose birth is made the occasion of much rejoicing.

But if the lttle one s a girl, all is silent. The event

is regarded as a misfortune ;. the father reports to his friends that
“nothing” has been born in his housce, and the mother is often treated
with severity, as il she, by her ill-conduct, had brought the calaminy about.
This arises partly from unwillingness to bear the heavy cost of a dowry
and the expense of the marriage ceremonies. But it s intensified by
religious sentiment.  The people believe in the transmigration of the soul,
and that their state in the next life will be regutated by the merit or
demerit acquired in the present one. .\ man who feeds the Brahmins,
gives liberally to the temples, and keeps caste, may himscelf vise o the
highest rank in the next stage, and be born o Brahmin,  But if he s
not attentive to the priests, does not promote the prosperity of the

temples, and [ails to keep caste, he will be degraded. Manu gives the
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scale of rewards and punishments, and according to his teaching the soul
which has been too evil to be a man will become @ beast. .\ low stage is
to become a woman.  Thus the birth of a girl is regarded as @ proofl that
in an carlier stage her soul has been so guilty that the gods have punished
her by condemning her to become a woman,

T'he little girl having been betrothed

usually remains under her mother's
care till she is taken to her husband'’s
house,  ITe may be near her own age,
or he may be an old man, s all girls
have to be married, and re-marriage
of widows s not allowed by custom,
a man who wishes to marry again
FrerRT . £/ must choose a child.  On rcaching her
hushand’s house she is put under the
direction of her mother-in-law, if living,
or of the chiel woman in the Zenana,
and must obey her absolutely. To
endeavour to win her husband’s regard,
and to show him affection, would be
regarded  as immodest, and resented
by the women of the house. .\ c¢hild
who had been a pupil in one of our
Mission Schools watched for her hus-

band to give him a kiss when he started

for  his office. The  mother-in-law

A CHILD WIFE. discovered it made @ dreadful com-
motion about it, called her evil names,

and compelled her to desist! s the mothers lavish their affection on
their sons, and_the youths do not go away to sct up their own houses, but
usually remain at home after marriage, the bride is jealously watched, and
not allowed to become a rival with the mother, or o sharer in the love of
the son. The young wife must cook her husband's food, wait upon him

at his meals, make herself gencerally uscful to her mother-in-law, and keep
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out ol notice as much as possible.  Should she have a son she will become
of more importance. I she has no son her husband will be bound to tihe
another wife in addition to her.  Polygamy brings with it jealousy, malice,
and misery.  But she has no redress, and must endure the cruel wrong.
Hindu law sanctions no divorce, although amongst some of the low castes
custom allows it.  Man can follow his own inclinations, but for woman
marriage is irrevocable.  She has no choice in 1 and although her
husband may illtreat her, beat her, almost kill her, she can get oo
divorce from him, or freedom from a contract she was never a party 1o,
IT to escape his cruclty she runs away from him, she will be regarded as
a widow and disgraced.  But he can marry another, or he can bring other
wives into the home if she stays, or if he choose he can desert her entirely,
sShe has no remedy.  Public opinion does not help her. The manhood of
the nation will not protect her, Religion and custom are both against
her, and combine cruclly to deprive her of all her natural rights, whilst
old-established usage has hardened the hearts of the community: 1o her
sufferings, and left her husband free to practise the most serious sins
against her.

AMany litde girls are married to a god, and given to the service ol the
temples. They are distinguished by a peculiar necklice, and are required
to sing impure songs in praise of the god. to perform worship at #igiz
his honour, and to devote themselves o a life of shame. The child's
family constder it no disgrace thus cruelly to blight her yvoung life.  We
may not enlarge here on this terribly: painful and shocking subject. but wi
WOULD MOST EARNESTLY APPEAL TO THE STRONG ARM OF GOVERN-
MUENT TO INTERFERE AND TO DELIVER  LITTLE  GIRLs, THE MoOST
HELPLESS PORTION OF THE COMMUNITY, FROM SUCIHE AN AWFUL FATLL
Laws in other Lands protect the rights of infants and minors. How Tong
shall we deny to the girlhood of Tndia this clementary right ol cood
government, whilst they are being sacrificeds by thousands to a0 shametu!
and cruel degradation, forced upon them without their own wishes bein
consulted, and at an age when they are too young to act for themsclves

Sad as is the Tot of the Tindu ezze, that of the weadere s st more

pitiable.  Formerly swttee prevailed, and numbers of women and girl-
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widows were burned to death.  For more than 2,000 ycars the custom
prevailed, but the piercing cry of the perishing, as it went up from amidst
the flames, kindled no ccho of pity in the breasts of the bystanders. It
was custom, and enjoined by their religion, and no one made any cffort to
save them.  Suttee was not compulsory, but most meritorious, and gave
the hope of a better state in the next world; whilst the widow who did
not thus devote herselfl was made to feel she was not fit to live. When
once the vow was made it was irrevocable. The poor woman's courage
might fail her, or as the flames enveloped her she might try to escape ;
but it was in vain.  An eye-witness to a suttee tells how, as the burning
woman fled from the pyre, the bystanders, among whom were the dead
man's brothers, shouted out, *Cut her down; knock her down with a
bamboo : tic her hand and foot, and throw her in again.”  Sometimes men
stood round with swords, to drive the woman back if she attempted to
escape ;s or they placed her on the ground and heaped the firewood upon
her before lighting ity so that she could not move, making the death
lingering and horrible.  In 1829 all this was rendered illegal. Tt is often
saicd that the then Vieeroy, Tord William Bentinck, stopped suttee by a
stroke of the pen. Great opposition and trouble were foretold by a certain
class of objectors, but the law was passed, and the difficulties never arose.
IT our Government will still have courage to act in the fear of God,
and to deal with questions affecting these millions of people in such a
manner as will be most honouring to Him, instead of bringing trouble

they will have 1lis Dlessing;

and by Ilis help
they will be able to confer inestimable and lasting
benefits on India

Although suttee 1s no longer allowed. the Jot
of the widow continues to be one of great hard-
ship.  She is treated with harshness as one who
is undder the curse of the gods, and unfit to live.
She is crushed under o cruel combination ol
unfecling customs; never allowed to marry again,
cven though she may have lost her husband in

childhood, before ever seeing him; and her very

I0

THREE CHILD WIDOWS.



shadow brings misfortune on those upon whom it falls. I0 a child,
she must never play with other girls, lest she cause them also o
lose their husbands.,  The poor littie thing is bewildered and crushed
as she sces others wearing nice clothing and jewels at play, whilst she
must only wear the widow's coarse garb, must have no jewels, must do
the drudgery work of the house, and is only allowed to have one mcal a
dap!  Onceamonth she must go without even that, and observe astrict fast!

In 1891 there were 22,657,429 widows in India!  The widowers
numbcred only 6,412,483, or a little more than a quarter the number of
the widows.  This shows how cruclly unjust the custom is towards girls
and women.  Of the widows

13,878 were under 4 years of age.

64,040 were between 5 and 9 years of age.

174532, » o . 4 5
4,100,538 “ O S “

Thus onc-sixth of the entire female population, counting i the il
children, are widows!  AGAIN WE ASK “CaN A CHRISTIAN GOVIERN-
MENT DO NOTHING TO SAVE THE GIRLS 2”7  As we look at the above
figures, and reflect on the awful accumulation of wrong, suffering, cruclty,
and degradation they represent, we  plead that public opinion may

be led to take a more itelligent grasp of  the

evil, and not to  rest until the strong arm of

British mfluence and power has been exerted

on behalf of the helpless rThood of Tndia.

ol

A SCHOOL GIRL.
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EDUCATION.

T will readily be scen that no effort was

thought nccessary to educate beings <o

basc and degraded as Manu represented
women to be. They were left in

ignorance,  and  have thus been  the

abject tools of the priests, and the greatest
upholders of  superstition. Just as the Greeks, when at the very
height  of their ancient civilization  and  culture,  kept  their wives
from being taught, and only allowed cducation and accomplishments to
the large class of courtesans to add to their blandishments, so it has been
in India.  Nautch girls might learn to read in order that they might sing
the impure songs which do so much to corrupt youth and to perpetuate
vice.  But the power to read being regarded in woman as associated with
an cevil Tife, the vast majority were never allowed to learn.  Ilence the
prejudice against female education, and the very slow progress made in
the number of girls who are being taught. \ceording to the census of
1391, there were 38,047,354 givls under 135 years of age, of whom only
31377 were at school. A\t the same date 3,363.930 bovs were being
cducated.  The parts of India where most progress in the education of
airls has been made are those in which Christian Missions have been most
successful. - To the Missionaries is due by far the greatest part of what

has been accomplished.
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The census returns give the following summary recardine o laree

portion of the women and girls:

Learmimg 107,062
Literate 430405
[Hliterate 27.720,708

The succeeding pages afford  many cheering illustrations of the
good resulting from teaching girls. We carnestly pray for more hely
in this important branch of Mission coffort, and that e weamr of our
readers may be loed Dy God to give themselves to it We know ot
nobler or happicr work, nor of any that is maore cheering in the fruit i

vields,

FERRRRRNIRNRINNNINY
TN

DIAGRAM ILLUSTRATING THE NEED OF FEMALE EDUCATION IN INDIA.
Each figure represents One Million Girls under 15 years of age. The small figure on the right skoas the

proportion who are at Schoel -ic. rather more than a third of Que Million !
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EMANCIPATION.

S ANU says: » For women no sacramental rite is performed with
sicred texts, thus the law is settled: women who are destitute
of strength and destitute of the knowledge of Vedic texts are
as tpure as falsefood itself, that is a fixed rule” What
must be the moral cffects on the nation of a religion based
on such doctrines as this?  So long as the lindus continue
to worship gods whose chief characteristics are immorality and decett, and
who, themselves, were wife beaters and crucel towards woman, so long will
the moral tone of the nation be low, and the position of woman one of
degradation.  INDIA'S GREAT NEED s THE TRUE RELIGION.

How wonderful is the contrast hetween the Shaster and the Bible,
between the impure example of Tlindu gods, and the holy, harmless,
clevating life of the Tord Jesus Christ! o nothing did Tle more ully
prove Himsell to be Divine than in s treatment of woman,  He swept
aside all pre-conceived prejudices and disabilities, and placed her at once
in the position for which she was created. Talking to a woman was
contrary to the usages of cven the Jewish Rabbiso They taught that, .\
man should not salute a woman in a public place, not even his own wife,”

and that it was » Dbetter that the words of the law should be burned
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than dclivered to women.”  One of the thanksgivings in the daily serviee
of the synagogue is * Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Who has not marde me «
woman.” But Christ admitted women to the closest friendship, and not
only constantly helped them when in need, but gladly accepted their aid
in loving service to Himself. It is remarkable that the first definite
revelation of Himself as the Messialh which is recorded, was made 1o a
woman ; and she one for whom no other religious system would have had
a word of comfort or help to raise her to a life of goodness. St Johniv, 26,
And it is encouraging to those who are working for woman in India o
note how rapidly this poor Samaritan hecame the bearer of the good news
to others.  The newly-converted woman, rcjoicing in her own discovery
of the Saviour, cagerly sought the men, and at once began to witness for
Christ with the effect that many of them also believed. Nready similar
results are secen - India. Many have aceepted Christ as their Saviour,
and amongst these there are not a few who are carnestly and faithtully
striving to make [1im known to others.

The Gospel sweeps away all disabilities. * There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is weither male nor jemale
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” “Gal iii, 28 . Other systems have
their racial or social privileges, and especially differentiate between the
man and the woman.  But in Christ all are cqual: all have the same soul
discasc: all alike nced salvation: and to all alike the Dlessings of peace
with God in the present, and cternal Hfe and blessedness in the future, are
offcred on the one simple condition of a living faith.

As the Gospel advances in India the Zenana system must disappear,

Other cruel wrongs will also pass away.

Women, emancipated, sanctified, and cn-
lightened, will become sharers in the great
work of witnessing for Christ; whilst their
husbands and children will share in the
blessing.  THE TRUEST 1HOPE FOR THE
FUTURE OF INDIA IS IN THE EVANGED-
IZANTION  OF ITS NEARLY 150 MILLIONS
OF WOMIEN,

SCHOOL AT FYZABAD.



BOMBAY.

rcached Bombay at daylight on IFriday., October
22nd. The natural advantages of the magnificent
harbour arc very great, and the scenery well
o5 merits the appellation * Bombay the beautiful”
(’\y The public buildings are extremely fine, and the

streets in the ncighbourhood of the JFort are

wide and good.  But the city is terribly overcrowded.

A very warm welcome awaited us from the Rev. W. G, Peel, the
CALS. Sceretary for Western India, and Mrs. Peel, whose guest T was
during my- stay. The C.MLS. Annual Conference was being held, and it
was a real pleasure to meet all their Western India Missionaries, amongst
whom were several old friends.  These yearly Conferences are of great
practical value.  They cnable the Missionaries to confer together on
questions ol policy, and to discuss the needs of cvery station and
department of work.  Thus unity, sympathy, and uniformity of action arce
sccuredt  throughout the Mission. But cven  greater is the benefit
spiritually from meeting together for mutual edification and prayer, and
the extent to which the knowledge of cach other's trials, difficultics, or
encouragements, enables them to support one another at the Throne of
Grace.  Although T had worked in India Dbefore, this was my first
visit to Bombay.  There is much to arrest  the attention of a
stranger.  The growth of the city under British rule has heen marvellous,
When the Island of Bombay, which is nearly twelve miles long and from
three to four miles wide, came into our possession i 1661, the population
was estimated at 10,0000 Now it is over 800,000, and this increase has

been accompanied by a vast development in trade.  The commercial
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importance of Bombay is now sccond to no city in the Fast. Fqually
striking is the great variety of races found in this busy centres Thindus

of all castes and of no caste, Mohammedans, Parsis, and almost every

variety of Oriental people are met with.  The Parsis are enterprising
) peog I s

STREET SCENE IN BOMBAY.

and energetic, and exercise great influence. Many of them are very
wealthy,  There are also o considerable number of native Jews called

the Bent Isracel or Sons of Isracl Seldom cin one witness such o husy



scene, amongst such a variety of nationalitics, as at the Crawford Market.
And yet amidst all this activity how sad it was to reflect that but few
of the teeming multitude believe in Christ, and that great numbers of
them know nothing about IHis atoning work. Amidst all this advance,
educationally and commercially, there is to be found a vast amount of
complete spiritual stagnation.  We visited temples and tanks in Bombay;,
not very far from the palatial residence of the Governor, where heathen
superstitions and practices are constantly met with, which indicate as
grcat spiritual darkness and degradation as would be found in the most
rural and unenlightened villages.

In addition to the C.ALS, there are missions of the Free Church of
Scotland, the Wesleyans and Baptists, the A\merican Board of Missions
and the Iipiscopal Mcthodists, and the recently formed Missionary
Scttlement for University Women.  But in this first hurried visit there
was only time to sce something of the work carried on by the ladies
connected with our own Socicty, the Zenana Bible and Medical Mission.
The ITigh School, of which Miss Kimmins is the Principal, is doing splendicd
work. It was established to meet the pressing need for ceducation
amongst the children of Kuropeans and other English-speaking people.
The Roman Catholics had opened convent schools, but there was no
provision for Protestants, and many were formerly sent to the convents,
Thus the school supplies a real want. It ranks as an European School in
the Government List, and its development and high educational standard
arc evident from the fact that the Government grant, which is fixed after
an examination quinquennially, was at the last examination in 1896 raised
from Rs. 1519 to Rs 348351 1t is abundantly evident that this marked
success in the Government examinations has not been purchased at the
cost of religious teaching, The girls are thoroughly grounded in Scripture,
and, in addition to the daily lessons given by the ladies, Mr. Pecl gives
them once a week a Bible lesson, when he endeavours to press home
the need of personal conversion and consceration. There are amongst the
pupils not only daughters of Christians, but also a number of Parsis, and
some Jews, Mohammedans, and ITlindus. Al scemed to be interested,

and listened with evident pleasure to an carnest Gospel address, Some of
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the native Christian girls are being prepared to become teachers, and
many former pupils of the school have become carnest Christian workers
in connection with various Missions.  During the Plague, when nearly all
the schools of Bombay had to be closed, the ladies here managed to haolil
on, and although the attendance was much reduced, the school wis never
given up. Miss Ldge, the very able Vice-Principal, went into one of the
Plaguce ITospitals during the worst part of the outbreak to nurse: and the
school girls worked hard to supply her with such articles of clothing, N,
as were of use to the sufferers.,

In addition 1o this school the ladies of our Zenana Socicty superin-
tend the CALS. Girls” Boarding  School, and  carry on two  schools
amongst the Beni Isracl Girls, and a very interesting one for Khojahs, a
special class of Mohawmmedans for whom nothing ¢lse has vet been done,
About these schools and the general work in Bombay 1 lcarnt much on
the return journey, which will be mentoned in connection with the
welcome visit to them of Lord and Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley,

On Sunday T preached morning and cvening at the C.ALS. Chureh
at Girgaum. The services were most delightful - carnest, simple, and
devotional : the responses hearty and  congregational, and the singing
good.  Missionary sermons and collections had been announced, and the
people were evidently in full sympathy with the work,  Mahratta services
are held in the same church, and in the morning the Rev. 1 Bacheler
Russcll, who had come out in the swme steamer for a Winter Mission,
preached by interpretation. The Reve S0\ Selwyn, Vicar of Boscombe,
was also a fellow passenger on a similar errand, but went on by steauer wo
Karachi, to commence his work there.

On Monday T paid a visit to Mroand Miss Abbott, of the Nmeriean
Board.  Miss \bbott had recently opened o Widows™ Home for pun
women whose own homes had been broken up by the Famine, Therewere
18 widows and 7 little children in it all bearing marks of the suttering
they have been passing through, but all now looking happy under the
toving Christian care they were receiving. Thev were being tuoe ht
needlework and other light industries as w means of carning therr Divieg

and were receiving the most careful Gospel teaching, We used to mane
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a small  grant to Miss \bbott. Iow [ wished we could resume
it, and cnable her still further to entarge the excellent work she is doing.

Just before 1 left for the station in the evening, Miss arris arrived
from Nastk, accompanicd by 37 bright happy native girls belonging to the
CALS. Boarding School.  They had been absent more  than a ycar,
owing to the Plague. This is another illustration of the great difficulties
the Missionaries have had since the Plague began.  Miss Harris belongs
to the Z.13. & MM, but superintends the school for the CMLS.

On Monday evening 1 left Bombay by the mail train, and commenced
the thirty-five hours’ journey to Lucknow. [t was very hot and close
until we reached the ghats, but in the carly morning the coolness was
delightfully refreshing, Stll more cheering was the sight of the fresh
green in the fields.  After the terrible Famine our hearts were fitted with
thankfulness to sce on all sides evidence of an abundant harvest coming
on. The light autumn crop had already relieved the scvcrii_\' ol the
distress, and the country cverywhere gave promise of a far larger crop
than usual in the near future.  How different to a year ago! 7w these
fields were sown, and as the sced sprang up all looked green and hopeful
But the rains failed.  Day after day, week after week, the scorching rays
of the sun came down, unchecked by cloud, until the ecrops were dried up:
the land baked hard ; and the country changed to the appearance of a
desert. Then arose the great cry of despair. Mo as we see the busy
workers everywhere, and the bright green landscape, it is difficult to
realize the desolations of the past months. But as the train takes us
further up country, cevidences of the great suffering begin to multiply.
The broken-down houses and ruined portions of villages tell the tale of
those who left home never to return. A\t the stations groups of haggard
people, almost like living skeletons, crowd around the outer railings,
unable to come instde, but hoping to receive some little help from the
passengers. At Bhopal there were many such, presenting @ most
pitiable appearance. T gave a few small coins away, and the recipients
took them cagerly, and, so long as I was standing by, with a fechng of
security. Just as the train was starting a poor old woman, who was

deplorably thin and emaciated, managed to pass the barrier, and come



with outstretched hands to the carriage window.,  The train was moving,
but T threw a small silver coin into her cloth, which she grasped cageriy,
and turned to rush back to the road.  Looking out of thewindow, T saw two
powerful-looking, well-fed policemen go up to her. One struck her a
heavy blow, and seizing her hand roughly, wrested the coin from her:
when the other, as roughly, pushed her outside the barrier. Alas, these
non-Christian religions do not make their followers sympathetic or kind-
hearted.  The attitude of the natives towards the sufferers, when
European officials were not present, was often harsh and unfechng.
Great as have been the sufferings of the people, they would have been far
greater if there had been no British Government to provide for them, and
no British people to administer the relief.

We were twice examined by doctors in the train, but providentially
no signs of plaguce were found, and we reached Lucknow  safely at
nine o'clock on Wednesday morning.  Dr. Haskew, of our Mission, mct
me, and took me to the Lady Kinnaird Memorial Hospital, where T had

been invited to stay.

BIBLE CART AND BIBLE WOMEN, POONA.
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forget the impression

and care for the patients
the love which  they lavish upon
them; and the uncomplaining
paticnce with which they endure the
perverseness  and ignorant  super-
stitions of those they are sceeking to
cure.  We never met with anything
but unqualified praise of the Medical
ladies.  77eir work appeals to all,
and  commends itsell o all. 1ow
great is the need for such Missions!
Al the Tady doctors and assistants in
India are now able to recach about
two illions of women  annually.
This is a wonderful advance on the
numbers relieved even ten years ago,

and a cause of much thanklfulness,

TTIERIS s very special  interest
institution as the Lady Kinnaird  Mcemorial
made on my mind as |

day Dby day the Christ-like

LUCKNOW MEDICAL MISSION.

in the nArst visit to such an

IHospital.  Ilere

Christianity s scen i its practical working, and never can |

witnessed

lives of the ladies: their skill,

MISS JANE HASKEW, L.R.C.P. & S. EDIN., M.D. BRUX.



But there are still fully 140 MILLIONS OF WOMEN WIUTHOU T INTRLLT
GENT MEDICAL AID IN SICKNESS. Custom does not permit them o
be attended by men, and although in a few cases affection muys now
overcome this rule, the number of women who avadl themselves of the
of medical men is very small indeed. The vast majority can only be
reached by ladies, and the lady doctors are so fow that weany midlions are
altogether unable to got skilled medical aid. 1o s true they hive ther
Dais or nurses, and in many cases lakeems or native quack doctors are
consulted, and asked to prescribe without secing their patient or bemg
able to get an intelligent account of her case. Just before our visit Dr.
Haskew was sent for by the friends of @ high caste lady. She had not
been properly attended to a few days before when her baby was born.
Miss [Haskew wished to do something, only very simple and slight, Jor
her, but was not allowed to touch her on account of her caste. Native
advice was sought, and a little black kid was bhrought in it must be grize
black, as the least white hair would spoil the efticacy: of the treaunent

The people muttered some charms over it and then lifted it up and
passed it several times over the patient from head o foot and back again.
[t was supposed that the ctfect of this would be to transfer the illness o
the kid, and thus cure the patient!  Another woman who was of low
caste consulted a Hakeem.  1le told her to cat a quantity of sand! The
poor ignorant woman did so, and Miss Haskew was catled in to ind her
dying in great agony.  Such is the ignorant treatment to which milhions
of India’s women are liable.  THow true is the Scripture verdict that even
the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.  [Tow pathetic the plea tous
who have the medical advantages which have sprung frem Christianity, to
send help to these many needy: ones.

The Mission Tlospital at Lucknow was built, as its name implics,
in memory of the late Lady Kinnaird, the founder and lite-long tricnd or
the Society, and for three years its President. The buildings wre admirahy
arranged, and form a quadrangle, with an open square in the contre in
which those of the patients who are well enough can walk or st witheat
fear of being scen by men. The front entrnce, under o large porck,

leads into a commodious room in which the out-patients gaither cach
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morning except Sunday.  Tlere they wait their turm to see the doctor,
and meanwhile one of the Missionaries or a Bible woman reads to them
and explains the way of Salvation.  The work of the day always begins
with prayer and a Gospel address, which is taken when possible by one
of the doctors. .\ door opens into the consulting room.  Eighty or
a hundred patients often assemble, and sometimes considerably more.,
Many of the cases can be dealt with quickly, but some take a long time.
The doctors make it a rule to say a few words about Christ to cach

STAFF OF THE LADY KINNAIRD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, LUCKNOW.

patient, but they have not time to say much.  Stll their words help to
fix the truths the women have been listening to in the waiting room.  An
exact record is kept of cach visit, and the books are as carefully entered
up as in an Inglish hospital.  The greater number of the women have
Lo wait a few minutes longer whilst the dispenser prepares their medicine,
and then they Teave,  Some are Zenana ladies, who have been carried o
the TTospital in a doolie, which waits to take them home again. Many

are poor women who can walk to and (ro without any such scclusion.
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Most, if not all, are accompaniced by one or more friends, and these also
hear the Gospel addresses in the waiting room.

But there are usually some cases which are too serious to he disposed
of so readily. .\ woman may be brought by her hushand for consultation.
Jle waits outside, because men must not be allowed to enter the waiting
room or any part of the lHospital.  The doctor finds the wife 1o he
suffering from some scrious illness necessitating  her stay in the
Hospital.  TIirst this must be gently explained  to the  patient,
and generally it 1s very difficult to make her understand the reason
for it.  The doctor knows that she requires most carcful nursing
and regular treatment, and that it will be hopeless to think of these
being found in her own home.  The patient s quite unable to sce
the value of these, but dreads that if she remains with Christians her
caste will be broken.  Patiently and sympathetically the doctor reasons
with her, until her reluctance is overcome, and <he is broucht to sce that
it is her own goad alone that is being sought. But the hattde 1< onty hall
won yet. The doctor must now go outside and find the hushand, and
again all the same reasons must be advanced and explained, and the same
objections overcome. Possibly caste is too strong. Al efforts fail, and
the woman is taken away to what the doctor knows will involve increased
suffering and perhaps death. But in most cases the consent of both
partics is obtained, and the woman enters one of the wardx

Many patients require surgical treatment. The operation room on
the right of the consulting room i large and well lichted. Here magor
operations are performed, and many most serious aned dithicuit cases e
successfully undertaken. Howas after one of these that a native non-
Christian newspaper wrote: It is evident the age ol mmacies has et
vet ceased, for Jesus Christ is still working mivacles, by the Lol dowors
who are coming to India in connection with this Sociciyv,”

On the opposite side of the consulting room 1< smacler one mowhich
minor operations of a simple character are takens These are numerons,
and often there are several inoone day. The stove roomm G rnediennes,
and a small room where they are made up, complete this vt of the

huilding.
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At right angles to this on cither side are the wards for in-patients.
Thosc on one side are for surgical cases. On the other side they have
medical cases, and here also is an isolation ward for infectious discases.
The fourth side is occupiced by the residence of the Missionaries.

There ix accommodation for ifty beds in the wards, but this number
is often exceeded,  When T arrived, there were no less than sixty-seven
in-paticnts, and they were uncomfortably crowded.  Fven then some
women who could not be admitted begged to be allowed to stay in the
courtyard, and sleep in the open air until a vacant bed in the wards was

available! Al

the wards were
scrupulously
clean, and with
bright pictures
and texts on the
walls were quite
cheerful.  Cur-

tains are so ar-

anged that cach
bed can be sc-

cluded from the

rest when it may
NEW WING AT LUCKNOW HOSPITAL. be necessary for

the friends of a

patient to sce her. At the head of cach bed is the temperature chart,
and a bracket for medicine bottles, &e. The native Christian nurses are
trained to take the temperature at regular intervals, and to keep the
record.  An air of peace and  comfort pervades  the wards, in vivid
contrast to the noise, dirt, and discomfort, of the homes from which the
patients come. Of course | had one great disadvantage -1 could not see
the greater number of the patients!  Later on, when Lord and Lady
Kinnaird and Miss Morley arrived, the ladies of the party were able to go
through the wards and sce all. They were muceh interested, and deeply

touched by what they saw. But when 1T wanted to go over the wards

30



special preparations had to be made.  The curtains were closely drawn
round most of the beds, and T could only stand with Miss Taskew, and
Miss Keith, one of the native medical assistants, outside the curtains, and
hear the account of the patient who was inside!  Now and then a curtain
would be pulled aside, and a merry little child emerge from its mother's
cot, to take hold of our hands and be petted or jumped along the
verandah.  One little boy in particular scemed to take possession of D
Iaskew as if he had a perfect right to her. Tt was evident that the power
of love was felt by all, and not least by the little ones.

About a dozen of the patients who were not * purdah,” did not fear
the sight of a strange man.  The first T saww was a pitiable-looking object
a poor woman who had undergone an operation on the evelids a diy or
two before.  Her eyes were covered over with cotton wool, but the pain
irritated her, and she would keep pulling the bandage out of its place.
The want of training and discipline in the lives of these people makes
them very trying as patients, and adds greatly to the difficultics of the
work.  This poor creature scemed both unamiable and intractable, but <he
was treated with the greatest kindness and tact.

Scveral were IFamine cases  women sent in by Miss Wah!l and others
from the villages, suffering from discases brought on by want of foad, Tt
was sad to sce these poor women with their babies  in several cases the
mother being too ill and weak to notice the Tittle one, and the poor Titde
mite lying helplessly near her, looking so pitcous and unable to under-
stand it There was one little child of six dyving with hip discase. Fvery-
thing possible had been done, and at first there seemed to bhe improvement,
but after three months of treatment the poor child was gradually Guling
away. It was so sad to see the deep hnes of suffering on the prematureiy
old face, and the terribly emaciated Hmbs. A1 the time we were going
round, the little ones from behind the curtains kept up their game of hide-
and-scek, and a merry little fellow, a IFamine orphan, about two-aned-a hudl
years' old, who was almost dead when brought ing but had become quite
strong again, constituted himsclf our guide, and was full of fun. - The
presence of these little ones must greatly help to cheer the patients, and to

relieve the monotony: of their stay in the Hospital



One great advantage of keeping the patients in the wards is that
they can there have regular Christian teaching, without the noise and
interruptions of their home lifeo Miss Townsend devotes all her time to
Fvangelistic work amongest them. Some ol the women are indisposed at
first to listen, but this, as a rule, soon  passes away, and  far more
frequently Miss Townsend is entreated to spend more time at cach
bedside than she can possibly spare. The daily prayers in the wards
impress those who have had no previous idea of prayer to the unscen
God, and who are in the habit of addressing their petitions to idols.  The
hymns show them something of the spirit of thankful praise which is one
ol the fruits of Christianity, whilst the tender care they reccive, and the
fact that delicately nurtured Fnglish ladies lovingly perform menial offices
for them which their own nearest relations would in many cases altogether
refuse to do, tend powerfully to enforee the truths they hear. There s
no other instrumentality which is so effective in hreaking down prejudice,
winning confidence, and opening closed hearts as well as closed doors,
WATH THE EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD ALWAYS BEFORE IT. W1 MARVEL
TEHAT THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AR BFEN SO LONG IN RECOGNISING,
AND STILL SO INADEQUATELY USEN, THE GREAT POWER OF MEDICAL
MisstoNs,

This work at Lucknow was begun in 1876, For some yvears it was
carried onin most unsuaitable quarters, in part of an old Mohammedan
padiace. The present beautiful Tospital was opened  in October, 1891,

with provision for a chispensary and

twenty-five bedss .V new wing was |
added in 1800, ncercasing the bheds o
fifty. althongh they often have sistyv or
upwards in use. Another dispensary is
held two milesaway at the old quarters, |
Faery Monday o dispensiry isalso held
twenty miles oft at a village  called

Nigohan, whilst a fourth was opened

cighty miles away at \jocdhva in 1803, s

under the care of o native Chiristian

32 VILLAGE DISPENSARY.



woman.  Dr. Haskew goes over monthly to superintend i, and to take
any difficult operations.  In addition to the dispensary: there is now a
small Cottage Tlospital with twelve beds, to reccive patients who are
carricd in from the surrounding viltages. Thus the influence for good of
the Medical Mission s felt much beyond the limits of Lucknow.  The
work here has grown rapidly, as will appear by a comparison of the years
1887 and 1897 :

n S,
[n-patients 110 002
Out-paticnts 2.201 N003
Attended at home ... 100 Z2
Total attendances at dispensaries ... 3,300 3N.007

NATIVE CHRISTIAN NURSES, LUCKNOW HOSPITAL.
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LUCKNOW

ZENANAS.

ITAD hurried away from Bombay because the Annual Conference
of the C.MLS. Missionaries was to be held at Tucknow.,  Again,
there were many old and valued friends whom 1 had not met for
vears.  Very real is the work that is being done in many parts
of these great Provinces. It was an cqual pleasure to mect
Missionaries of other Socicties, and to hear how their work is

growing.  Difficultics are great. Added to the natural deadness of

the human heart to Divine things, which is met with everywhere,
the Missionary in India has to combat the tremendous hindering
power of caste, and the attachment of the people to false religions and
superstitions which they cling to tenaciously.  But God is faithful to Tlis
promise, and docs not allow 1lis Word to rcturn void. It may not
produce just the results the human teacher hopes for. But it accomplishes
that which God pleases: and the workers are cheered, and take fresh
courage from cach victory.

It would not be easy to find a morc happy and sanguine gathering

than a band of Missionaries meceting for Conference:  and  those
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asscinbled at Lucknow had much to tell about God's work in the Districts.
Progress is being made, but how much more might be done if the Churches
at home would awake to the vastness of the need, and send a more
adequate supply of labourers.

The ladics of our Mission who are engaged in Zenana visiting and
school tcaching have an important work.  Altogether the Society has 47

LENANA STAFF, LUCKNOW.

workers at Lucknow, of whom 1o arc Fnglish Missionaries.  OF these,
3 are connected with the Zenana Mission, 3 with the Hospital, and oy with
the itinerating work in the surrounding villages.

Miss Marston, who has charge of the Zenana work, has had much
experience in India, and is highly respected. At the commencement
of the Famine the Government authorities asked her to undertake the

‘20
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reliel work amongst purdah
women, It may surprise
those who picture a Zenana
as a luxurious apartment, in
which the inmates recline

on casy couches, and  are
BAILEY GUARD, LUCKNOW. waited on by a  liberal
nuwmber of maids, to learn

that women in the Zenanas of an important town like Lucknow were dying
from starvation. Yect such was the fact.  The sea/ surroundings and life
ina Zenana are very different from the ddeal. A\ ery small number of
Zenana ladies may enjoy comfort and plenty in their scelusion. The vast
majority do not, and large numbers live almost in poverty.  During the
IFamine these women suffered greatly.  Unlike the low caste women they
could not go to relief camps to seek work, and pined away in their prison
homes unless help was brought to them.  Miss Marston examined into
the circumstances of those she relieved, and gave assistance in between
300 and 4oo houses.  Government  allowed her Rsy6o a month
from the Famine Fund.  Since it ceased she has endeavoured  to
continue help to those who are still in distress by teaching them light
imdustries which they can follow in their Zenanas, and for which they are
paid. The work is sold, and the effort will, it is hoped. soon become sclf-
supporting. By this means many new houses have been opened  to

Christian teaching, and the encrgices

of the Tadies and their Bible-women
have Dbeen severely taxed. Miss
Marshall and Miss Boys, the latter
of whom isan Honorary Missionary',
are most devoted  and - efficient
workers, and  the  assistants are

carnest fellow-helpers,

Of course T could not see anvihinge
of the actual work in the Zenanas, or

cven the children in the purdah
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schools. But onc School for Bengali girls T was able to visit.  Only
thirty-seven were present, some being little boys.  The numbers have
fallen off lately because of the deep interest the children took in their
Scripture lessons, and the fear of the parents lest they should become
Christians.  Ilence the older girls were removed, only one of the ¢irls left
being over nine years of age.  Some of the old pupils who have been taught
in this school have witnessed nobly for Christ, and the little ones T saw
were learning truths, which may, by God’s blessing, affect their whole
after-life.

LADY KINNAIRD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, [LUCKNOW.
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GOING TO S6CHOOL.

VILLAGE WORK.

) OR scveral years an active itinerating work has been carried on
by Aliss Wahl in the villages around Lucknow, in which she has
lately been assisted by Miss Brett and Miss Spackman.

The TFamine was very severely felt by the poor people

in these villages. Numbers of men went away to the Govern-

ment reliefl camps to ind work, taking the older boys with
them, but lcaving the women and girls and the younger boys behind.
In onc of her itinerating journcys Miss Wahl had her tent fixed at
a village called Sissindi, about 30 miles from  Lucknow. The distress
there and in the willages  around  was  terrible. Numbers  were
suffering acutely from hunger, and many died.  Tler tent was quickly
surrounded by a crowd of starving women and  children, most of
whom were pitiable in the extreme to look at. Their crics were
heart-rending. The sight of the poor little  cmaciated babies, reduced
to mere skeletons, was most sad,  Miss Wahl and her Bible women

began to give reliefl The news spread, and rapidly the crowds
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increased.  Their small stock of grain was soon gone, and then the dis-
appointment of thosce who had not received any was extreme. Miss Wahl
promptly sct to work, resolved toremain there as long as the need eontinued
Her first care was to obtain food.  The money she had would not co far,
but it was all given. \rrangements were soon made with the grain
dealers to send out a regulir supply. .\ most touching description of the
distress was at once written home. 1 reccived the letters and sent an
extract from it to the * Christian,” and within a few days £100 were sent

Us i reponse to

that first eflor,
which was fol-
lowed by Tord
Kinnaird's
appeal for the
Famine Fund
Providentially
the lclcgl'.‘ll)h
cnabled  this
much  needed
help to reach
Miss o Wahl
without delay.

Meanwhile <he

hid  orzanised

aregular sys

MISS WAHL AND HER TENT.

tem of reliel as
methodically as if it had been undertaken by a trained  official.
A pensioned  sepoy was employed  to keep o order, his habits ol
discipline proving of great value.  The women were examined one
by one, and a list prepared of the inmates of cach house, arvanzed
in villages.  This was a work of great Tabour, <o that Miss Wahl was
kept very busily occupied for some time from dawn il dark. The
women from cach village were told on what day of the week to come

for their weekly supply of grain. Perfect order was insisted on. They



asscmbled in the morning, and sat on the ground outside the tent, whilst
a Gospel address was given.  Jiverything had to be told them in the most
simple way. Then the roll was called, and cach woman came up
for her dole. At the end a list was made ol those who were too
ill to be present, and their supply was sent to them when possible.
Almost  every  day numbers of poor people turned  up who had
come from more distant villages.  Some who were quite unfit to walk
managed to drag themselves twenty miles or more to get food, and in
several cases arrived so weak and worn that they died soon after reaching
the place where food could be obtained.  After a time Government came
to the rescue and provided relief, when Miss Wahl moved nearer Lucknow.
But the impression made by her self-sacrifice and kindness was very great,
and now in her itincrating tours she finds the women more ready to listen
than cver before.  Mecanwhile, nearer Lucknow, Miss Spackman had on a
smaller scale been giving similar relief, and they were perplexed as to the
best means of helping a number of poor women who had been left widows,
and were entirely destitute.  After much prayer and thought, Miss Wahi
resolved to establish a Widow's ITome where they could be received for a
time and taught. 2\ house was sceured in Lucknow, and a reliable
Christtan woman cmployed as matron.  AADout sixty women were soon
received, and a number of hittle children. 1t was really: wonderful after
three months’ residence to =ee the improvement in most of these women,
and the amount of Bible knowledge Miss Wahl had succeeded in teaching
them.  They were being taught cotton spinning  and  other  suitable
mdustrics.  But best of all they were lTearning of the love of Christ, and
their bright faces and improved conduct showed that many of them were
tryving to trust and follow Tim. A few weeks later Lord and Lady
Kinnaird, Miss Morley and T had the pleasure of witnessing the baptism
of twelve of these women and nine children. They had been most
carcfully prepared, and Mre. Baumann, of the CALS, who baptized them,
was greatly pleased with them.

In the verandah of the Tome a teacher was employved to teach those
of the children who were old enough to learn, and thus all were profitably
occupicd.
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We have already mentioned a village about 20 miles from Lucknow
called Nigohan. The C.M.S. Associated Evangcelists have built 1 Rest
ITousc there, in which
they stay when itiner-
ating in the locality.
They have also a Cate-
chist and a small school
for boys. But the
pecople were not
friendly, and the work
was not cncouraging.
After leaving Sissindi
Miss Wahl encamped

at Nigohan for a time,
and gave famine reliel

to the women and
children.  So many of A VILLAGE SCENE, LUCKNOW DISTRICT.
them  were  suffering

from discasc that Dr. Ilaskew was asked for help, and commenced a wecekly
dispensary.  Nigohan is on the railway, and although there was only one
train cach way daily they fortunately ran at convenient times, the one
from Lucknow leaving about § a.m. and the return train to Lucknow
arriving about 7.30 p.m.  So Miss TTaskew gave up Monday to the work
there.  The kindness and care shown to the women and children during
their distress, and especially the relief given to the sick in the dispensary,
have entirely altered the attitude of the people: and now the CMS
Missionaries say they are always warmly welcomed by the men,and are
cheered by the attention given to their message. This is only another
illustration of the necessity for woman's work, and the great advantage
resulting from Medical Missions.  The women have a most powerful
influence over the men, and are more attentive to religious duties. But
Missionary ceffort amongst them is at least a generation behind, and the
most hopeful and impressionable hall of the population has hitherto

received much less attention than the men and boys. Now that the door
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of access to them is open, and women can take their rightful share in
extending the Kingdom of our Lord, there is great need of a vast increase
i the mumber of Zenana Missionaries. The work of the men will be more
cffectiv e if supported by a proportionate effort for the women.  But Miss
Wahl's district is so great that only a small proportion of the villages can
be reached, and many of these at long intervals.  Multitudes never hear
of Christ; know nothing of the Gospel: have no opportunity of learning
the way of salvation, of pardon, and peace. The door of access is
standing wide open. The opportunity is greater than ever, and God is
calling us to send more labourers.  What shall be our response > Are we
still to Teave these souls to perish without God and without hope?  Or
will the Lord’s people brace themselves for greater cffort and (uller
obedience ?

MISS WAHL AND ASSISTANTS.
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| LAHA
Bap,

H LLAIIABAD.—Lord and Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley
stayed at Jabalpur on their way north, to learn what
they could of the IFamine in the Central Provinees,
and the extent to which relicf had been given, especially
by Missionarics.  We met at Allahabad, the capital of the
North-West Provinces. The city is built at the junction

of the two great rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna, and has a popula-
tion of about 1350000. Sir William TTunter describes it thus: = The
Iinglish  quarter is handsomely  laid out with  broad, well-watered
roads, planted on both sides with trees. The native town consists
of a network of narrow  streets, intersected by a few mam roads.
The houses arc of cvery description, from the mud hovel of the
suburbs to the garden palace of the Nlopi Bagh, and the madern
mansions of the wealthy native merchants in Daraganj and Kydgean)”
The Chinese Buddhist pilgrim, ITwen Thsang, who visited Indic in
the 7th century, says there was a Brahminical temple at Allahabad
to which the presentation of a single  picce of money  procured
as  much merit as that of onc thousand picces clsewhere!  He
also describes a tree in front of the temple which was regarded as the
abode of a man-cating demon.  There is still a tree in a pillared cournt
underground which is said to be undying, and ix an object of worship!
It is probably merely a forked branch which ix stuck in the ground by
the priests, and sccretly rencewed  from time to time. But immense
numbers worship it. .\t the Mela held here annually about 220000
people assemble, whilst at the Great Mela, every twelfth year, about one

million are present. The Brahmins, who superintend the ceremonial
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bathing in the holy waters of these sacred rivers, bear a very bad
character for turbulence and licentiousness,

We were the guests of the Bishop of Lucknow and Mrs. Clifford, who
welcomed us most cordially,’and showed us great kindness.  In 1874 the
Bishop and I went out in the same steamer as far as Colombo, when we
were both entering on foreign Mission work, so that it was a pleasure and
privilege to meet again after so many years.  Ile most kindly invited the

Licut.- Governor

ol

and a large
number of Iin-
glish officials
and residents to
mect Tord and
[Lady Kinnaird,
when there was
a good oppor-
tunity of draw-
ing attention to
the spiritual
needs of the
native  popula-
tion, especially
as regards the
work in the
Zenanas.,
The CALS,
ALLAMABAD. ;
American Pres-
byterians and  American  Methodists, have work here. There  are
also some American ladies conducting an excellent Mission amongst
the women, in addition to our own Zenana Society, which has a
stafl of four- Furopean ladies and fifteen natives.  The latter, whom
I addressed, seem to be intelligent and zealous.  Miss FFallon, the lady
in charge, has worked with this Society about twenty-four years, and

has mature knowledge and experience of the people. Miss Tulloch is
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associated with her, whilst Miss Janet Paterson devotes hersell chicily o
the Christian women.  Miss Wright, daushter of the CMS0 Mot
Scerctary, who was also our Ionorary Scerctary, had charze of 3o
sixty orphan girls from the Famine.  They were heing wel cared for i
mmany were still very wealk, and there was a good deal of siciiness lingerm
amongst them.

The most important Institution connected with our Zenana work ag
Allahabad is the Convert's IHome. Tt was built in 18go, in memuory of
the late Mrs. Anderson, ol Blackheath, who for many yvears devoted her
cfforts to helping forward Missions for the women of India; and it was
enlarged in 18935, [ts object is to provide a home {for women of good
family who have become Christians, and have in consequence had to
lcave their own homes, and are outcast.  Such cases arce very painful, and
the women need all the sympathy and care that can be given them, In
this Home they may stay a year and a half or two vears, under constant
Christian teaching and training, and many of them become teachers, Bible
women, or nurses in our Hospitals. Miss Fallon gives much of her time
to these converts, of whom there were twenty-six living in the Home at
the time of our visit, besides children. Rajubala was there with her
children, recently sent from Benares. She has a > good ™ face, hut looked
very young to have passed through so much.  er hushand dicd of con-
sumption in Benares, and before his death sent for Miss John=on Smyth,
and asked her to teach his wile, a beautiful  yvoung woman, and two
children. One day she sad, » 1 forget all my sorrow when borewd this

book.”  Soon afterwards her father and mother came from Beneald to G
Pl

her away, bringing her youngest child with them. A heartrending oo
followed when she told them she was a Christian, Phe tather oo,
stunned, and the mother was frantic with grief. \tter neards three o
of painful excitement they left, but every day for o week the - ahe

returned and endeavoured to induce her, by promises and threats, o Lo
back to Hinduism.  She remained calm, and was wonderiuily supneated,
although the strain was terribly severe: and atier having thus b
witnessed her faith in Christ, she was sent with her chindren o the

Convert's Home, where they were baptized on the ot May, 1307
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Mookorji and her little son Moni, also from Benares, were there.  In
this instance the little child had been the means of bringing his mother
under Christian teaching and influence.  Many other cases were also of
grcat interest. It was a special pleasure to meet amongst the teachers
Karuna, the nurse and friend of IEsther Bibi until the latter's dceath.
[isther Bibt was a Mohammedan lady, and Karuna, a ITindu, had been
cmployed by her as a nurse.  Miss Fallon visited the Zenana when at

CONVERTS’ HOME, ALLAHABAD.

Fyzabad.  Almost immediately after Isther became a Christian she was
found to have leprosy, and her Mohammedan relations said it was a
punishment sent to her because she had left their religion.  A\s soon as
Karuna, who had left her some time before, heard that her late mistress
was a leper, she found her out and offered to live with her and nurse her!
It scemed that when in the Zenana Isther used to tcach Karuna, after

Miss TFallon’s visits, the Christian lessons she herself had learnt, and now
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the fruit of that tcaching was found.  Karuna remaine] with her for
about two ycars until her death, and then after some time spent in
training at the Convert's ITome, became a teacher and s doing good
work.

Lord Kinnaird and I attended morning service at the 0 M. S,
Church at Muirabad. ‘The native pastor, the Rev. Mark Drummond,
officiated.  There were 180 present, of whom Go remained for the Com-
munion. There is an active branch of the Gleaner's Union, which T wis
invited to address. The British and Forcign Bible Society have a large
well-arranged depot at Allahabad. 1t was in charge of Mr. Wynkoop
Onc most cheering fact is the large incrcase in the sale of Bibles during
this ycar of want and suffering.  In the district which is represented by
the North India Bible Society, Famine conditions were recognised by
the Government as affecting an arca with a population of 335 millions
The mass of these people are miscerably poor, and had the greatest
difficulty in finding food.  In February, 1897, over once million and
half of people were in receipt of public relief In June the unumber
had risen to two and a half millions, or more than half the entire number
relieved in the whole of India. Under such circumstances there scemed

little hope that many copies of the Scriptures would  he <ohd

But Mr. Wynkoop was . able to report: cin
God's  providence  the |7 & [ tume ol wouble has
been also a time  of blessing.,  I'erhaps  the
hearts  of  the people

Word of God. When

were  gathered in, we

were prepared for the
the reports of the year
found with joviul <
prisc that our circula-
aggregate  of 101,786,

tion  had  reached  an
inchuding Bibles, Testa
ments, and Portions, an
the circulation of 1896,

adviee of 23080 over

and e ogreater mumbee
than in any previous ‘ vear”




. Bg
o - NA
X RE
L So

ENARES, The Tindus have many popular places of pil-
grimage, so that the fand abounds with temples, shrines,
tanks, and streams, which are regarded as sacred.  But
far beyond all others the holy city of Benares s
esteemed as a place of special and unexampled sanctity.

= _ —i ! No Jew can entertain a greater reverence for Jerusalem,

nor can a Mohammedan have a higher regard for

Mecca, than the devout Tlindu feels for Benares. To him it is the centre

around which all his highest aspirations converge.  To visit Kasi the

holy), as Benares s called, to bathe there in the sacred waters of the

Ganges, to pray in its temples, and to make offerings to the  gods,

especially to - Siva, under whose particular care the city is placed, and to

whom it is dedicated, 15 the great ambition of many millions of THindus.

To die within the Timits of Benares and be burned on the banks of the

Ganges, and have the ashes thrown into its stream, ensures the greatest

good the soul can hope for herealter.

There has been a holy city here from very carly times. The site
was certainly well chosen. The river 1s more than a third of a mile wide,
and curves gently to the left, enabling the eye to take in at onc glance
the beautiful line of buildings, temples, and ghats on the right, extending
for about four miles. The hank is about 100 feet high, and is covered
with an almost continuous series o stone steps leading to the water.
A large number of temples and shrines are buile along the river-
<ide, and Rajahs from many parts of India have large stone residences
several storeys highe Behind all these Yes the greater part of the
city, the most conspicuous objects being the large number of minarets,

vanes, &c, of the temples and  mosques. G Swrnath, about five
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miles out, but which was then included in the city, Buddha, some 500
years B.C., first began to preach his doctrines; and for several centuries
Benares was the headquarters of Buddhism.  But at Iength the Brahmins
succeeded in restoring Hinduism.  They adopted some of  Buddha's
doctrines, and pretended that he was an incarnation of Vishnu, who had
appeared “to encourage wicked men to despise the Vedas, reject caste,
and deny the existence of the gods, to their own destruction )™ In the

B = R e B e e T e k1 S R s

THE BURNING GHAT, BENARES,

cleventh or twelfth century the Buddhists scem to have been fimaily expeiled,
and Ilindu temples again multiplicd with  great rvapidine. Raga Man
Singh of Jeypore desired to present 100,000 temples to the city in a single
day! A great number of small carvings were made, cach cut out of a
single block of stone, and representing a temple. These were alterwards

joined together =o that the buildings composed by them exhibic on all
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sides, from top o bottom, @ mass  of
miniature temples. With the advent of Mo-
hammedanism the fortunes of the city once
more changed.and Ala-ud-din,about 1300 A1,
i= xaid o have  destroved a thousand
temples. but  they multiplied  again untl
they reached 1,500, These were destroyed
by Nurungzeh 1638-1707 A0 But large
numbers have again been built, and new
ones are still being added.

Benares can be Dest described in the

words appliecd by St Paul to Athens as

“wholly given  to ddolatry” or. as in

the margin, * (ull of 1dols.”™ 1t would be

difficult to magine anything more God-
dizhonouring, and more  painful to  the
mind of a Christian, than the busy scene of idolatrous worship and
superstitious ceremonial.  Multitudes of pilgrims assemble from cvery
part. of India, drawn there by religious duties, and cagerly bent on
devotional observances, which take them further away from God, instead
of Dbringing them nearer to 1Tim, in the end Teaving them in hopeless
darkness, if not in despair.

The CALS, London Missionary Society, and  Waesleyvans have long
been at work here. The first Tady sent by our Society for Zenana visiting
arrived in 1867, The work has grown, and now 1808 we have forty -
six workers in all, European and Native, in Benares.,

Lord and Lady Kinnaird, Miss Morley and T arrived on Wednesday,
November 17the A the station we found a grand turm-cut: 0 carriage
and pair with handsomely dressed attendants which had been fent by the
Maharvagah of Benares for the use ol Lord and Fady Kinnaird during
their stay. This added much to the enjoyment of the visit, as the
Maharagah's livery was a passport to some sights which would otherwise
have been diflicult of aceesse |owas staving at Sigrac - This is the

quarter where the CMLS, Missionaries reside, and the Givls” Doarding School

5o



is worked for the CALS. by our ladies.  Formerly they had o Missic nars
and his wife in charge of i, But they asked us to supply ladies to condue
it, and thus to sct their Missionary free for work amongst men. Mr

Barr has for several years most ably superintended the school, and is
present assisted Dby Miss Leceteh, Miss Sturges, Miss Bedford, and My
Balfour as matron.  There are six native teachers, and 1210 bhoarders.
The school had been prettily decorated to welcome us, and in the afternoon
[ gave a short address to 115 of the girls. Most of them understandd
Linglish, but Mrs. Bare kindly interpreted for the sake of the smaller ones
Iow nice they all looked!  So bright, intelligent, and happy! The
contrast with the unkempt, dull, and sad appearance of the heathen
women and  girls outside was most striking. Many old pupils are
working for Christ in various parts of North Indiic Thirty-three of those
now in the school are being trained as teachers.

The following afternoon Lord and Tady Kinnaird and Miss Morley
came to sce the school, when we had a nice programme of singing
calisthenies, with both of which we were all much pleased, afterwads
watching the girls at their games in the grounds. The work that is heiny
done here s splendid. The education given is solid, varied, and usetul,
and  the influence for good which ix excercised Dby the school s
wide-reaching.

In the evening after our arrival there was a gathering ol Missionaries
and native Christian workers connected with the various socictios repre-
sented at Benares, when we met many vadued labourers, and heard some
thing of their work,  All were hopeful, and yet they dwelt on the special
difficultics that arc met with in such a centre of heathenism, and the great
nced of more helpers, What those special difficultios are we readised more
fully- the next morning, as we went round the most vencrvated pares of the
city.  The Rev. J. J. Johnson, of the CALS, Kindly acted as cuide e
interpreter.

Adrive through the bazaars, and then a short walk throush ey
narrow passages between high houses, brought ns to the ™ Goiden Fe ple
so called from the gilded rool and trident, the Tatter marking 1t as

dedicated to Siva. It is called = Bisheshwar” or = Laord of T The
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original temple was very large, but was destroyed by Aurungzeb. Ile
built a mosque on the site with the materials of the temple.  The
Brahmin priests, fearing the idol would be deseerated, took it by night
and threw it for safety into the welll.  The present temple is not large,
and stands necar thce mosque. The well in which the god has been

4 . ~

BATHING IN THE SACRED WATERS OF THE GANGES.

helplessly lying for about 300 years is regarded as having very special
sanctity, and is called the “Well of Knowledge” It is covered by a
roofed colonnade, supported by about forty carved pillars.  Worshippers,
mostly women, were constantly coming with their little brass vessels filled

-
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with holy water from the Ganges.  This they pour into the well as an
offering to the god, many also giving flowers. 2\ priest sits near, and
with a leather bucket draws some of the filthy, putrid water from the well,
and refills their vessels with this still more holy water.  The worship-
pers dripk a little, taking the rest to the temples, of which they arc
supposed to visit as many as thirty in onc day! First, they go to the
Golden Temple. Over the door is a small image of Ganesh--a man's
body: with an clephant’s head and trunk—and on cach side a small idol
is carved on the door post. The crowds of worshippers, mostly old
people and Brahmins, first sprinkle a few drops of holy water on cach of
these, some adding a flower or a few grains of rice, and then they stoop.,
and cither touch the threshold with their foreheads, or put their hands to
it and then raise the hand to the forchead, and enter.  Inside are
numbers of sacred images, ctc., cach of which was visited and sprinkled
with holy water. Special attention was paid to the great idol, before
which a few words were hurriedly muttered, and then cach worshipper
tolled the large bell in front of the image, which is kept sounding alt day
long to call the attention of the god to the worshippers.  The next visit
is usually made to the “ Cow Temple.” The narrow lanes leading to it
were cverywhere filled with idols.  They were in hundreds. At almost
cvery step were these abominations, too coarse to be described, too
loathsome in their intent to be thought of.  Oh, how terribly is God
dishonoured and provoked in this wicked city'!  Tow marvellous is his
patience to bear with it!

The Cow Temple was crowded. The shrine with the chiet idal
stands in the centre of a square space.  In this were a number of cows,
some loose, others tied. People were thronging them, pushing their
offerings of holy water, and small quantitics of vegetable or fruit, into their
mouths, then sprinkling a little holy water on the cow'’s forchead, and then
bowing their heads low and worshipping it.  The cows get tired of all this
attention, and turn away, but the people anxiously follow.  Then they o
and bow their heads on the stone in front of the big, hideous red idol in
the centre, and a priest gives them a small quantity of a red mixture, with
which a mark is made in the middle of their forchead.  Thus do these
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poor dehided people go forth carrying the mark of the false god they have
been worshipping, and witnessing everywhere to their faith in it What a
lesson for us who know the living and true God, and yet do not always
boldly show oursclves to be on His side!

As we wended our way to the river many other temples were passed,
and cverywhere the same busy scene. Brahmins crouched in the door-
wiys for fear we might touch them, or our shadows fall on them and
pollute them.  Filthy fakirs covered with ashes, and wearing long hair full
of dirt, sat at the temple doorways or hurried along the streets. Idol
shops were constantly passed, full of images, large and small, Tor sale. .\t
length we reached the riven and took o boat. What a scene! Men and
women in great numbers engaged in theie ceremonial bathing. The holy
waters of the Ganges will, they imagine, cleanse from sin, and there s
great merit in this bathing.  But it must be done fastizg, and hencee the
carly morning is the favourite time. Al face the East to do homage to
the sun. Brahmin priests are there in numbers, and these especially are
particular about the ™ astward position " and fasting.  Standing  waist
deep in the holy water, and placing the hands together with the open
palms uppermost, they three times take up some of the holy water and
hold it aloft as an offering to the sun.  Certain prayers are repeated
between cach dip, and they turn right round  quickly many times, always
saluting the sun as they come to the cast. Other ceremonies follow,
which take much time. Then the priests, whose heads are partly shaven
in honour of their gods, come out of the water, and sit on the bank in
meditation, still facing the Fast. Many of them take up their rosaries,
rapidly repeating the name of their god as they count the beads,

We passed the burning Ghat where the dead are burnt. Numbers of
the bodies are first carvied round the city, @ distance of ten miles, the
bearers intoning as they go, » Riam N Sattiva hai 7 the name of Rdam
is the true name. This is supposed to help the soul of the departed.
The bodics are then placed in the water at the river's cdee, and left there
for a time to be purifed by the sacred stream before being burnt and the
ashes thrown into the river. The Heht must he brought from afire which

is said to have been kept burning for many hundreds of years, and must
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be applied by the eldest sons I a0 man has no s to perform this Jduye
for him, he has no hope for the next world.

Not far from the Burning Ghat s the Manikarnika Well, the mos
sacred place of all. The water was hlthy i the extreme. FThere s a
small square tank with steps leading down on all sides. On the west s
an image of Vishnu, and a row of sixteen small altars on which offermes
arc presented. People come from all parts 1o bathe in the dirty, putrid
water, in fulfilment of vows, or to gain special merit. Every pilgrim or
worshipper has to pay 17 annas say, two shillings, hefore he s allowed o
enter the tank,  This s a large sum for the majority, who are very poor,
But religious bencfits are costly in Hinduism. =~ Withont money and
without price ™ is Christian.  There is no such gracious provision out ot
Christ. - There were many worshippers here. There was alook of intense
anxicty on their faces as they followed the directions of the priests. First
they knelt and took up three handfuls of the filthy water in their right
hand, drinking a little cach time. Then they touched their forcheads with
water, and standing up, took a cocoanut from the priest, and held it in
their hands, whilst repeating after him a prayer. Then they got into the
horrid, dirty mess, and dipped under three times, and the puje was
complete. Some came up with their faces aglow with delight, as if
some greatly cherished good had at last been obtained. Nearly all the
worshippers were women.  There were a few men, and when husbad
and wife came, they were joined together by a long picce of cloth as they
went into the water. But it made the heart ache to sce such numbers of
these poor people thus deluded, and vainly secking peace and rest of ~oul
i these mummeries. Close by the well is o slab of stone with aw Totuas-
Hower carved 1o the centre, and in the middle of it a picce of marble cut
out to represent the footprints of Vishnue Many ofierings are made there,
There is also the Sanichar Femple Temple of Saturn and the celebraed
one to Situla, the goddess of smallpox.

At the Durga, or Monkey Femple, goats and Kids are saceneed.
But we have only space for one more illustration ol the God dishonroering
idolatry of Benares. In the suburhs an old Brahmin priest nceariy 7o

vears of age, lives in a beautiful varden, placed at his disposa’ bya Rocah,
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Ilc has a great reputation, and cvery day is worshipped by numbers of
people.  So far as 1 could judge, his devotees are chiefly men, and they
arc by no means restricted to the poor and illiterate.  Many of the Rajahs
make daily offerings to him.  Aswe arrived, a number of servants were
entering with the day’s contribution from the Rajah of Nagpur. Well-to-do,
cducated men, as well as the poor and illiterate, lic prostrate on the ground
before him, with their faces in the dust, to implore his help and blessing.
Whilst we were talking with him some fine-looking intelligent men, of

BRAHMIN PRIEST AND HIS WORSHIPPERS.

about 30 years of age or more, came up and prostrated themselves in this
way.  The whole was intensely sad, and we could say so little to him.
[Ie embraced Mr. Johnson with much cordiality, and we were glad to
hear that the latter has often read to him from the Bible, and had serious
talks with him.  He no longer wears the sacred thread, as he is supposed
to be so holy that he cannot do wrong, or break caste: and things which
would be sinful in others are not so in him!  1le cannot aZicars be at the

beck and call of his followers. \We who worship the truce God, Who never
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slumbers nor slecps, do not realize the disadvantages of trusting in gods
who have to be wakened up, or their attention drawn by bell ringing.
beating of drums, and other devices.  This poor old priest, who is
worshipped as god, must rest at times.  Hence a Rance, as a work of
merit, has had his image, life size, carved in white marble, and placed in
a small shrine within the grounds.  When he is asleep the people pray to
the image, and go away feeling that their worship s as acceptable as if
offered to the pricst himself.

\We must not dwell further on the evils of Benares. But is it possible
for anyonce who really loves the Lord Jesus Christ, and s zealous for 1His
honour, to rcad cven the small insight we have sought to give, and to
reflect on the numbers who are here vainly secking spiritual good day by
day, without carnest prayer that God will send out more labourers into His
harvest, and without also resolving to make cvery possible effort personally
to help forward Iis work amongst the lHeathen?  Christians need to
realize morc fully the terrible sin of idolatry; the insult it s to the
majcsty, goodness, and holiness of God ; the utter helplessness and hope-
lessness of Heathenism ; and the binding obligation on us individually o
our Lord’s great command to preach the Gospel to every creature.

During a subsequent visit Mr. Greaves, of the London Missionary
Society, very kindly took me over many parts of the city which are not
usually seen by visitors. 1 came back with a fecling of loathing and
disgust, and more than ever conscious of the abominable character ot
popular Hinduism. In once respect Mohammedan rule was better than
ours. Their hatred of idolatry led to the destruction of many temples,
and thus swept away much that tends to cvil. The British Government
when it enacted a Jaw against the exhibition of obscene figures and
pictures, added a clause exempting carvings on temples, idol cars. &
from its operation. Somc of the representations on the temples are o
terribly bad that it is scarcely possible to imagine yvouny people growing
up in such surroundings with any regard for good morals.  Surely o
Christian Government, which aims to promote the good of the people
ought, in the interest of the youth of India, to prohibit and compe! the

removal, of these vile abominations.
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‘\t:v)\ ENARIES ceontinned ). T connection with
Np the Zenana work in Benares there has
lately heen much blessing. 1 had read the
accounts in our Magazine, Reports, &e,
but how different it is to meet the converts
themselves, and to learn the wonderful chain of provi-
dential circumstances by which God enables them to burst
the bonds of their old customs and beliefls.

At the Sigra CALS. Church on Sunday the congregation
was composed chiefly of Mission workers, the girls from
the Sigra School, which has alrcady been described, and
those from the CM.S. Orphanage. They all looked
extremely nice. The service was most reverent, and the
responses and singing exceellent. A\ fter serviee [ had
some conversation with a new convert whose baptism, together with
his wife and two  children, we witnessed  at Lucknow.  We  know
that  God has used both the famine and the plague to bring people
to Thmselll but this man’s story shows that the carthquake has
also been over-ruled o the same end. lle comes from a small
place in a remote part of Bengal, where he owns a little property-.
During the carthquake alt the houses i the village except  three
were  destroyed. s was  one of the three that escaped, and
out of thankfulness he started  with his wife and children to go on
pilgrimage  to \jodhya, Muttra,  Bindraban, and  Benares, to make
offerings to the gods. At cach place they were distressed by the covetous-
ness and wickedness of the Brahmins,  The priests told them the gods
were angry, and sent the carthquake on account of the sins of the people:
that they were angry with 2z, and many prayvers and sacrifices were
needed which would cost much s and everywhere he was pressed for more
money. At Muttracall their bedding and spare clothing was taken from
them. At Benares the priests extorted all the money he had left, and
then telling him more was needed, placed before him a document drawn

up in legal form by which he was required to mortys:

agage all his property to

g

then s imprecating upon him the most fearful curses when he refused to
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sign it.  They were far from home, in the midst of strangers, and without
money. The Famine was at its height, and they could get no help, but
were starving. One night they decided to drown  themselves next
morning in the river Ganges, and by dying in its sacred waters to sceeure for
the next life the good which had failed them in this.  During that night
they both dreamed.  The wife dreamt that they were not to drown them-
selves, for help was at hand.  The husband dreamt that a man dressed in
white came to him and held out a book which he told him to read, and in
the other hand he offered him some money to buy food.  They regarded
the dreams as sent to tell them they were not to die, and resolved to vo to
the Rajah of Benares, and ask him to give them work. .\ man from
whom they enquired the way misdirected them, or shall we not
rather say the over-ruling providence of God led them, and they
were sent down the road to Sigra.  There they  enquired  the
way from onc of the servants at the CALS. Mission  Tlouse,
who told them to go to Miss Bull at the Orphanage.  She offered
to take carc of the clder child, a little girl, but could not tike
the other. But she sent them to Miss Johnson Smyth at our Zenana
Mission ITouse, who gave the man cooly work at twopence a day.
Although an cducated man he did it willingly. .\ couple ol days
afterwards she gave him a Bible.  [le took it gladly, and told her of his
drecam. Miss Johnson Smyth said he drank in the truth most cagerly, and
scemed to understand it all at once, and also taught his wife.  She sent
them to Lucknow, where they were further prepared by the Reve A0 WL
Baumann, a Missionary of large cxperience, who was ddlighted with
their carnestuess and simplicity, and three months later baptized them.
Now the man is employed by Miss Bull as pundit at the Orphanage.  1le
scems most happy, and industrious, and the inward peiace and joy he has
found scemed quite to light up his countenance.

There was also a woman, a convert from Mohammedanisin at Church
that ‘morning for the first time.  She came out the previous Tuesday,
when there was a good deal of excitement.  Her relations ciome and
begged her with tears to return, “only for one night” and then they

promised to let her come away willingly.  She said = If they get me
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again for an hour they will tear me to picces”™  She was anxious to be of
usc, and to carn her hiving, so the next day she went to the Tospital and
commenced work as @ nurse ! Al was so new to her, and such a contrast
with the aimless life she had led in the Zenana, that she found it difficult
at first. She was greatly puzzlied at having to read the thermometer and
record the temperature of the patients, and dreadfully nervous lest she
should break it! But she was so happy, and delighted to be at Church.
Two of our teachers, * Martha ™ and “ Mary.,” were accompanied by a

bonny little boy of about three, such a sweet child. e is a Famine

BENGAL1 SCHOOL CHILDREN, BENARES.

orphan, and these two native Christians are bringing him up  under
Christian influences, entirely at their own cost, although their salaries are
but small.

Many pages would be required for an account of all the converts God
has given to our ladies here during the last few years. But as they have
been related from time to time in the Society's magazine, * The Zenana”
we will not repeat them. Some of these converts whom 1 saw are now

doing good work for Christ.
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The Prize-giving at the Bengali School toolk place during 1oy st vish
in January. [t is a most interesting school. Fhe e cir ~ are o<ty
the daughters of Bengali gentlemen in Government employv. They wer
richly dressed. and many quite Luden with jewellery. I sonie cases the
servants who brought them had along list of the valuable jewels the Tt
ones were wearing, so that it might be checked o guard against robhery
As Christiannity prevails we trust children will be taught to Took for some
better adornment. This wealth of gold and precious stones makes ther,
vain and precocious.  But it was delightful to sce nincty-one of these
little high-caste girls under definite Christian teaching.  They sang
nicely. A\ prayer which they have been taught was satd alouwd by all, apdd

the Scripture answers were excellent

KENNEDY WARD., LEINARES HOSPITAL.



HOSPITAL STAFF, BENARES.

MEDICAL WORK.

TONGST the buildings of special interest and uscfulness in
Benares a prominent place must be given to the Vietoria

Hospital. Tt was opened in 1890, at the cost of a lady who was

,f— Yy a most generous friend of the Society to the time of her death.
e Living in a very quict way, and avoiding, for Christ's sake,

many of the lusuries and surroundings to which her social
position entitled her, she was able to give largely for the extension of
Christ's Kingdom.  1Ter attention had for some time been drawn to the
need of medical aid for women at Benares, and she gave the Socicty

£3,000 to build the Hospital.  Four years later she gave a further sum of
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£1,000 to add
another wing, and
before  her  death
she  sent £2,000
towards  carrying

on the work.  The
buildings now con-
sist of a dispensary
block, which stands
at the side of one

of the mam roads

leading into  the

city, three  ward PATIENTS IN THE VICTORIA HOSPITAL, BENARES.
blocks, with ac-
commodation for fifty in-patients, and a large building in which the
doctors and nurses reside, and in which there is an office and a class-
room for teaching the Christian nurses. Miss Pailthorpe, MUB, B.s London,
the senior doctor, was at home on furlough.  Miss McDowell, M. D
was in charge, with a native Christian, a girl out of one ol our
schools, as * Hospital Assistant.”  Miss Gregory has the nursing, and
trains the native Christian women who are there being taught o
nurse.  They have a regular course of instruction, and are required o
pass stated examinations as a test of efficiency. Some of them under-
stand Fnglish, but Miss Gregory kindly interpreted for me, and before
leaving we had quite a nice devotional mecting together, Mizs Kenward
spends her time in evangelistic work amongst the patients.

The following statement will show the growth of the medical work
here during the ten years, 1887-97

PRS-, TN
In-patients 136 330
Out-patients 22 1,110
Attended at home .. -3
Total attendances at dispensaries 301 11130
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THE ECLIPSE,

had arranged to see the eclipse on January 22nd, at Buxar.
Lord and Lady Kinnaird were at the time the guests of the
Viceroy at Caleutta, and came with him in his special train.

A large camp had been prepared for them near Buxar. Miss

(// Morley joined our Patna Misstonaries, with whom T was also
travelling.

We were all ealled at 4435 am., as the station master at Bankipore
sent expressly to ask us to be in good time, stating that our special for
Buxar would start not a moment late, as the Viceroy's train was to follow
it, and we must keep clear of it It was a glorious day: the sun hot and
almost fierce, and not giving the least idea of the coming event. We
reached Buxar at 10.135, and found the station crowded with about 2,000
ILuropeans, amongst whom were many friends, who had come 1o sce the
cclipse. But once outside the station, what a sight!  And how truly
Oriental! Elephants most handsomely dressed, with their trunks and legs
painted in various devices, and carrying on their backs massive silver
howdahs! Their attendants were a mass of scarlet and gold! Camels also
decked out, and with similarly dressed drivers.  Ekkas, garis, and all sorts
of Fastern conveyances: numbers of tents, and as far as we could sce, a
huge dense moving mass of brightly-dressed human beings. The sun was
in danger! and they were needed to help him! Ile was in debt, and
everyone must give money to pay his debt, and free him from the demon
dragon who was going to try to swallow him up!  And, poor as they
were, they id give, and that largely.  Bathing ceremoniously in the
sacred waters of the Ganges would help the sun! And yet if they did

not bathe fasting, it would lose its virtue!  But this was awkward, as the

66



cclipse was not total till 1.43: so the priests said the carly morning bathing
would do, and they went in immense numbers.  Others who were not so
hungry bathed later. Priesteraft is everywhere the same, but I could not help
being struck with the resemblance to the priestly insistance on fasting as a
condition of communion. In how many ways we see out here the heathen
origin of such customs! After bathing, large numbers of men filled a
quantity of bottles with the holy water ready to set off on pilgrimage.
They carry a long pole on the shoulder, a round basket being hung at cach
end, and in these they carry the water.  Lach man had four flags on
his pole, two red and two yetlow, and as regiment after regiment of them
marched down the street, like armies of
soldiers forcing their way through the
throng, the effect was extremely pretty.
But they had a laborious task before
them.  The heavy load must be carried
first o Gya, over 100 miles, in order
that a bottle may be emptied there, at
a particular temple, for the bencfit of
tretr ancestors ! Thenee they will go
from once sacred place to another till
all the water is poured out. At cach
place the priests must be paid to offer

prayers for their ancestors!  Thus pur-

gatory and masses for the dead have

TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN.
(Reproduced from the * Daily Graphic,”) their counterpart in India.  But  the

cnormous numbers who are undertaking all this bewilder one. A< it was
now near noon, all thoughts were turned to the eclipse. We wended
our way through the crowds of people, the very dirtiest ol whom would
give us plenty of room, lest our touch should defile them and undo the
good of their efforts.

We then ook up our position in a very lovely spot on the top ol a
cliff some 8o feet high overlooking the broad waters of the Ganges: At
12.17 the cclipse was to begin, and at 12.20 we could plainly sce the

contact of the moon. 1t was then as it had been, very hot. Slowly but
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steadily the sun's dise grew smaller and more like the moon i its phases,
and, as it did so, the heat and glare diminished. When about hall the
disc was obscured the delightful sense of relief was most enjoyable, It
felt just like a beautiful summer day at home.  There was nothing more
remarkable at this stage bevond the cooling of the temperature and the
growing darkness. Birds and animals went to rest, but not all. 1<ven
during totality a solitary crow was lazily hovering overhead, as if puzzled
by the unusual occurrence, whilst a cow continued grazing, unconscious
that anything cxtraordinary was taking place.  The great crowds of
natives  could sce nothing, as the sun was still too dazzling 1o look
at with the naked cye, but by .30 the rim visible was small, and
the cexcitement  grew.  kExactly  at the time indicated 143 the
celipse became total. In o this clear hot climate it was not dark.
Venus was plainly visible, as at night, and [ caught sight of another
star at the moment of totality, which came with a sudden rush.
There was a most dazzling and beautiful reddish ring of light cncircling
the moon, very thin, It soon vanished, and then there was nothing to be
scen but long rays of light in cach direction, above, below, and on cach
side of the moon, looking bright and silvery in a sctting of the most
lovely blue.  The moon itsell was as black as ink. Al round the horizon
the sky was a perfeetly indescribable colour. T was told by ladies it was
a shimmering, silvery, yellowish, rosy-tinted grey light!  During all this
time the excitement of the crowd was intense: loud and incessant shouts
of * Ram, Ram, Victory; Ram Chunder. Victory to Ram: Oh Ram,
victory.”  Many of the men were trembling all over with anxiety.  Then
the bright ring of light again appeared, and instantly a most dazzling out-
burst of light from the side opposite to where the moon was going, and a
sudden tremendous shout from many thousand voices of * Victory”  Ina
few minutes all were hurrying away, glad to have helped the sun to win,
and so to have saved their crops, and thankful that the carthquake
predicted by the Brahmins did not follow, I saw three red beads plainly
with the dark protuberances caused by the mountains of the moon. It
was to end at 220 Exactly at 3 1 lost sight of the moon, and it was as hot

and glaring as cever. In the crowd were numbers of fitthy fakirs.  One
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party of them had made a fire to worship whilst the
sun’s rays were hidden, and stood round it singing in
praisc ol the sun. Once wretched man was Iving on
his back with his Lknees and feet drawn  up, and
his  head  completely buried by a
heap of ashes. We did not sce the
expected shadow of the carth, per-
haps because out here it is too light
for it to be scen. We left at 4335
running quickly back, with the Viee-
roy's train following. It was a truly
wonderful  day—wonderful  for the
view of God's skill and power as scen
in the eclipse, and wonderful also as
a study of humanity as it is, and

everywhere would De, without the

BUDDHIST TEMPLE AT GYA.

light and guidance of God's revealed

truth.  The people said the reason why the cclipse wis <o <ooun over
was that they had given [{recly, and so much moncy had heen coilected
that the sun-god's debt was paid @ so he was let off for this thine!

There were ceducated men i the crowd. Gne of theseo who spoke
Enghish fluently, was looking through a picce of smoked vlass we Tent hin,
\We said to him, * You have been educated, and have reid our Western
books, so that you know what causes the ceclipse.” e replicd »Yes: |
have read it. T understand it fully.™ = \Well, then” we siad, »vou can’t
believe all this superstitious nonsense about the sun being in debtand a
monster being about to swallow 12" 1le answered, * Our hooks tell us
it is sn.': " But do you believe it2” = \We believe what is written in our
books.” was his reply. Thus we saw how insufficient even the clearest
secular ceducation is in such cases to deliver men from the teranny ot
superstition, and how blinded men are until they are enhightened and

freed by the power of God's Toly Spirit.
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JAUNPUR.

IF'TER leaving Benares we visited Jaunpur, a city
- which was  of considerable  importance  under
Mohammedan rule.  Our first resident Missionary
there was NMiss Baumann, who was transferred to

this station in 1887, and wrote of the place as

follows :—* Jaunpur is onc of the hoary citics of
industan, and under the Moslem rule was the Mohammedan Oxford
of India. It is said to have been founded in 1370, and the popula-
tion of the district is 1,200003.  The splendid ruins of some interesung
and uncommon Mosques bear witness to the antiguity of Jaunpur city,
and although the once famous Persian and Arabic schools no longer
exist, this city is still held in great reverence by the Mohammedans”
The CMS began work here in 1830, but in the Mutiny their Missionary
was killed and the Mission THouse destroyed.  Since that time they have
not had a resident Missionary, but the work of the native agents has been
superintended from Benares, It will give some idea of the disproportion
between the number of workers and the work to be done, and also the
urgent need of more labourers, to point out how much is thrown upon
the one CALS, Missionary who overlooks the work here. 11is primary
duty is to preach to the enormous crowds of pilgrims who visit the holy
shrines of Benares.  In addition  to this he has charge of the work
amongst men and boys at two large out-stations, Jaunpur and \zimgarh,
and is supposed to itinerate in those districts, which have a population of
about three millions!  We often hear clergymen and others at home
complain of the impossibility of reaching fiftcen to twenty thousand people

in a large town parish.  Tow infinitely greater must be the task alloted to
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one Missionary in such a field as this! If
Christians at home could but grasp the
vastness  of the need, they would  ery
mightily to God to call and =cend forth
Missionaries to these heathen lands by
hundreds and thousands!

The first effort at Zenana work at
Jaunpur was macde by Miss [Fallon, who
sent a teacher and a Bible woman there
in 1886, Onc special feature of interest
in the work is that it forms a link bhetween
the Zenana Bible and Medical  Mission,
and the Young Women's Christian \s-
sociation.  Both these vahrable socicties
were founded by the late Lady Kimnaird,

and both work with Christians ol various

denominations,  In India, where the Mis-

THE LATE LADY KINNAIRD, sionary is face to face with heathenism

Founder of the Z, Bikbl Jd Medic ission. : T 3 1
v ol the Zenand Bitle; and; Medizal Mission and Mohammedanism, it ix most desirable

to minimise our divisions, and show the people that we are “all one
in Christ Jesus”  When the woman's work was begun at Taunpur,
Lady Kinnaird invited the Y.AW.C.\D Dranches to support it as their
“Own Station,” and hence they have taken a very definite interest in
the work there.

I arrived on Saturday night. It is a very long drive to our Mission
IMouse, and we passed through narrow, crowded streets, with others stiil
narrower and more densely crowded on all sides. Miss THID and Miss
Price gave me a very cordial welcome. Both have had much experience
of Y.W.C.\L work in England.  Miss Cheshire had just newly arrived
from home.  LFarly next morning there was service in Hindustani, at
which the Rev. J. G Gray, of the CALS, who had kindly arranged o
meet me there, read the prayers, and 1 preached. " Mr. Ghosh, the
head master of the CALS. Boy's Tigh School, kindly interpreted. e

service thirty-cight heathen children assembled in the verandah of our
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Mission Touse for Sundiy-school, and were taught from the Gospels. A\t
the samce time, Phabe, one of the Bible women, had a class of 1356
beggars  very poor, and many of them old  whom she was teaching as
they sat on the ground under the shade of a large tree. She taught

them texts, which they repeated aloud till they knew them, and which
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but some Ilindus, and listened attentively, allowing me o speak plainly
to them as sinners needing pardon, and of the absolute impossibility: of
finding salvation apart from Christ. [t was an
opportunity of enforcing by a new voice the
truths which the excellent head master, Mr.
Ghosh, has long Dbeen urging upon them, and
the following day the same audience were
similarly  addressed by Lord  Kinnaird. M.
Ghosh has heen working here about 30 vears
He is a superior man, and very carnest, but
the spiritual results of his work must be sorely

hindered by the fact that none of the other ;
teachers in the School, of whom 1 think there TWO LITTLE GIRLS,
arc nine, arc Christians,

In the evening 1 preached at the English service, and thus closed a
busy, happy Sunday.  Jaunpur is a good centre for village tineration,
and greatly needs a Medical Missionary We hope it may be pos<ible
soon to establish a Dispensary there. Meanwhile our YAVCLN fends
may” be encouraged, and assured that the work they are supporung i«
very real, and is being blessed.

The next morning 1 oaddressed the Teachers and Bible women, of
whom there are ten, and then started for Fyzabad, Tord and Tady
Kinnaird and Miss Morley arriving by the train in which T let We were
obliged to divide, ax there was not room for all o <tay there togethes

They also were much interested in what they <aw of the work here




TEMPLES AT AJODHYA -THE GATE OF HEAVEN.

FYZABAD AND AJODHYA.

YZABAD and the adjacent town of \jodhya together cover the

O

o N site of the ancient and more glorious city of N\jodhya, whose

.‘“‘,\Q_p'« magnificence is recorded in the Ramayana.  Ttis vencrated as
\"»"S the birthplace of the god Rama, to whom it is sacred, and in

k\‘ ” whose honour a Great Mcla is held annually, attended by half a

nillion people.  Fyzabad is comparatively modern, and is an
important place, being the headquarters of one of the principal Oudh
Commissionerships, with its Furopean and native officials, and also a
military cantonment.  There i a  large Mohammedan  population,
Ajodhya being a sacred city has a great number of temples and Brahmin
pricsts, and is chiefly inhabited by Tlindus, The river Gogra here is very
wide, and along its banks there are the usual bathing places, to which
numbers of pilgrims resort,
The CALS. and the Wesleyans cach have a Missionary at IFyzabad.
We began work there amongst the women in the latter part of 1882, when
Miss Fallon was transferred from Bombay, accompanicd by Miss Ilarris,
who had newly arrived from home. For some time previously we had
a Bible woman at Ajodhya, and in our Annual Report for 1882 the
following reference was made to her: “One Christian family in this
densely heathen city'!! No Church that they can attend ! and a monthly
celebration of the Lord's Supper their only outward ordinance!!”  Tlow
changed it is now! At a gathering of the native Christians jo women
were present who are all working as Teachers and Bible women'!
Lord and Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley arrived the following day-.

All reccived a very warm welcome from Miss Gaunlt who was in charge of
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our Mission, and from a lady of the Wesleyan Mission.  Mro Llliot,
of the latter Society, was unfortunately away, and there had heen
no C.M.S. Missionary resident for a year. Owing to the frontier war,
the officers and men from the cantomnents had nearly all been sent

STREET IN AJODYHA.

to the front, the wives and children remaining behind, The Chaplain,
an carnest good man, and an old friend, arranged for a drawing-room
meeting, at which a fair number of ladies and a few men were present.

\We had an opportunity of urging the duty of Furopeans in India seeking



the spiritual welfare of the people of the country, and especially pointing
out how much English ladies might do for the native women.  Afterwards
a very nice meeting was held in our schoolroom, @ uscful building which
Miss Luce most kindly provided during her short stay at Fyzabad. It
was quite full, the workers connected with the three Societies represented
here having all been invited, and all the spare scats being occupied by
heathen, who crowded in and around the door to listen. By far
the larger proportion of the Christians present were women, showing the
hold that woman's work has taken in this difficult place.  What a contrast
the forty women workers, all so neatly and prettily dressed and happy
looking, presented to the one solitary, Bible woman of fifteen years ago!
And yet this only indicates a portion of the advance, for during that time
the work at Jaunpur and Sultanpur has been commenced  from  this
centre, and they are now separate Stations, 2\s we view the scene we
thank God and wish the home friends could join us and be cheered as we
arc.  There would then be no need to beg for further support. The
evidence of real good that has been accomplished would set free the
silver and the gold. .\ native gentleman, a barrister, T think, interpreted.

Lord Kinnaird gave the first address,

which told of the decp pleasure he
experienced in meeting them. Miss
Morley followed with one  of her
beautifully thoughtful and  spiritual
addresses, and 1 closed. Some of
the Eoglish Tadies had accompantied
us from the drawing-room mecting

officers wives residing in the canton-
ment. Although living some  three
miles away, they knew nothing of
the Mission work going on, and this
was an entirely new revelation and
surprise to them. I asked before,
they would probably have said, as sa

many do, that the Missionaries were
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doing no good and making no progress. But they were deeply interested,
and some promised to give personal help to the work in future,

The next morning we went to Njodhyiae I we were cheered the
afternoon before by the signs of progress, we were now overwhelmed by
the terrible darkness and superstition prevailing on all sides O ron
MORE, MANY MORE, CHRISTIAN WITNESSES AND WORKERS!

I had passed  through \jodhya a few weeks previously at the
beginning of the Great Mela. Then it was filled with pilgrims. They
thronged the roads, and crowded the Dbathing ¢hats and  temples

Multitudes camie on foot.  Large numbers travelled by il Faveny

carringe was crowded. .\t the road-side stations we passed long trains
of covered goods trucks, all filled to their utmost capacity by men,
women, and children, going to this great festival. A\ were on their

way to honour Ram, to pray at the temples specially devoted to him, and
to wash away their sins in the holy waters.

Now we visited two of the temples. First, one dedicated to g
popular pundit.  On the shrine, dressed out with tinsel, were three idols:
Rama, Lachman his brother, and Sita his wife. .\ very stout, satisfied-
looking Brahmin priest was going through the puja worship . standing
before the shrine, facing the idols. It was daylight, but lamps were
burning. Behind him were two junior priests in attendance.  \s he
stood with his back to us muttering prayers in an undertone, and turning
occasionally to take something from onc of the attendants, the scene was
an cxact counterpart of the mass as I afterwards saw it in Rome. The
“altar” or shrine and its surroundings were strikingly similar, and there
was a lamp for burning incensc, and a large bell to toll onee at a particular
part of the ceremony.  The priests placed small brass vessels nlled with
food and sweets in front of the idols.  Another priest told us they remain
there for the day, and then the Brahmins cat the food. But he
admitted that the people by whom it is offered think the =gods
themselves take it”

After much bowing, &c.. the officiating priest concluded his puja
(worship) by putting & mark of red paint on the centre of his forehead,

which was alrcady smeared with sacred white ashes. | oasked him if he
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always put red paint. e said * Yes: T always use the paint at the close
of puja in honour of the god, and to show I have concluded the worship.”
I answered * Yes, but do you always use sed paint 2™ ITe replied * No, it
depends on the scason of the year, and the god we are worshipping.
Sometimes we use green, in honour of one god, and at other times
orange, when it is the turn of that god to be worshipped.  But we usually
put red.”  So here again we have Paganism with its ccclesiastical colours
for the different scasons, and red as the prevailing one! Surely those
who scek to re-introduce these things into Christian Churches cannot
know their real origin and import.  Must it not be displeasing and dis-
honouring to God to copy rites and ceremonies in His house which
belong to false gods and idolatrous worship 2

Next we went to the temple of Tannuman, the monkey god.  We
ascended a long flight of very dirty steps, on which I counted forty monkey-s,
besides large numbers on the walls around. It is a fine, lofty building.
On the shrine was a large image of Hannuman, a dirty, uncouth figure,
smearcd with red paint.  IHe was surrounded by many gaily dressed
dolls, all representing various gods.  In front of the shrine a large number
of people were crowding violently to the front to get flowers, which the
pricst was distributing.  Garlands were brought and hung round the
neck of the idol, a number at a time. and then prayers were muttered by
the priest, the people shouting out some sort of response. Then the
priest took the garlands off and handed them one by one to the people,
who pressed tumultuously forward and almost fought for them.  They
arc kept as objects of reverence, being considered sacred because they
have been worn by the god, and the people pray before them in their
homes!  The prayers here, with the responses from  the people, were
the nearest approach I have scen to united worship,  But what a contrast
the noisy scene of violence and disorder presented to the quict devotion
and orderly character of Christian worship.

A drive down a number of narrow, dirty streets, brought us to the
Zenana Mission Dispensary.,  We found the THospital Assistant a very
nice woman, quict, refined in manner, and  apparently an carnest
Christian. T visited the Dispensary three times at intervals of several
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wecks, and always found it in good working order. 1 had to wait outside
while word was sent that I was coming, and as soon as the patients had
time to hide away in other rooms from the gaze of a strange man, I was
admitted !  Mariam has had an average of rather more than 200 iew
patients a month during the last year, and their visits to the Dispensary
number from 9oo to 1,000 a month.  The books were well kept, and
showed that she had to deal with a great varicty of discases, and some
cascs of difficulty.  She is superintended by Dr. fHaskew of Lucknow,
who comes over once a month to inspect the work, and to take any ditiicult
operations.  Njodhya is cighty miles from  Lucknow, and  this, as
previously mentioned, is the most distant branch of our Medical Mission
there.  A\s women are now often brought in from surrounding villages,
and need to remain, we have since built a Cottage Hospital on the cround
adjoining the Dispensary, with four rooms, and accommodation for twelve
beds.  We then visited the school, in which about 4o little virls were heing
taught.  Most of them were very small. The prejudice against female
cducation, and the fear of Christian influence, are very strong here, and
the parents take their girls away at an carly age.
A drive of five

and a half hours &

in a *“dak gari”
from IFyzabad
brought me o
Sultanpur, where
two ladies of our
Society are work-
ing at their own
charges,and arcthe
only  Missionarics
for many  miles
around. The
town, which has
a  population of
about 10,000, is

GROUP OF ORPHANS AT SULTANPUR.



the head-quarters_of the district. Mission work was begun here amongst
the women in March, 1889, when Miss Ifallon openced two small schools,
and placed a teacher there to visit Zenanas, superintending  their work
as well as she could from Fyzabad.,  The following year Miss Luce and
her sister, Miss Isabel Luee” now Mrs. Durrant, moved to Sultanpur.
After the latter's marriage. her sister continued to carry it on, and
latterly has Deen assisted by Miss Reid, who is also honorary.  The
CALS. have a Catechist here, and there are a very few Christians,
But the chief interest latterly has been in the Orphanage, in which
there were 34 little girls, who were extremely well cared for, and were
being carcfully taught.  About forty miles from here is another town,
Pertabgarh, which has been wvisited frequently as an out-station, and at
the end of 1898 we were able to occupy it permanently.

Tanda 1s another small town about 4o miles from i‘yzabad, where
Miss Ttarris has begun a little work, and in which she is most anxious
that a Missionary shounld reside. There are 20,000 people in the town,
and 4,000 in a village two miles off, and numbers of other villages not far
away. W have a Bible woman there, the only Mission worker in the place,
and as far as we know, the only worker for Christ in the district. There
arc only two other Christians besides the family of the Bible woman, and
they have no services or ordinances beyond their little meetings for prayer,
and the meetings Miss THarris has with them on her visits. What would
be the spiritual state of Christians in our own country il they were thus
left? Yet wwee have the help given by books and by Christian friends.
These poor people arc indeed cut oft  Miss Harris is well known in the
town, which she has frequently visited, and the people scemed most
fricndly. ‘They would welcome Missionaries in their midst. Will no once
go?  Two ladics of private means might live there very happily, and find
a large ficld of uscfulness.

1 left Tanda in the cvening, Miss Harris remaining for a few days.
She was to stay at the Dak “traveller's: bungalow, and as 1 drove away,
leaving her there alone, with no other LLuropean, so far as we knew, nearer
than Fyzabad 4o miles away ), but happy in her care of the three or four
Christians in the place.and the.opportunity of visiting many of the women
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who from time to

time she had heen
able toreach, T had

an object Jesson in

devotion and <elf-

sacrifiee. Thank
(_}n(l ful' <uch .\“*-
stonaries,  Surely

e must have great
purposes of merey:
towards  India
when e calls
forth such devotion

on behalf of s

people.
AN EKKA. That  night 1
had also two ob-
jeet “lessons of La different kind. It was twelve miles to the station,
and [ was driving in an LEkka, a small cart with just room cnough
for the driver in front and one passenger behind, drawn by a pony.
As we went along in the dark we could dimly discern several police-
men outside the police station.,  earing the jingling of the bells and
never expecting a Furopean in that out of the way place, they ~tood
in the middle of ‘the road, and stopped the pony, holding the reins
whilst they demanded money. T had no time to deal with them
as they descerved, by getting theiv numbers and reporting them. So
simply told them in a commanding tone to get out of the way Instantly
they ran to the side, and bowed their heads almost down to the ground,
touching their forcheads repeatedly with both hands, and <aving with
the most abject subservience, ™ Salaam, Sahib: Salaam, Sahib!™ e len
Tanda, and had no more interruptions ull we reached the raiiway stadion,
and found there were two hours to wait. The station was crowded with
pilgrims going to Benares for a Melao When their train came incal? the

third class carriages were very full, except one. Tt contained a few
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policemen, also, I suppose, on their way to Benares, to help in keeping
order during the Mela. They had  reserved  the whole carriage to
themselves, only two being in cach compartment, so that they could lie
down and sleep. Lvery time a pilgrim tricd to open a door in that
carriage he was peremptorily ordered off. The other carriages were all
filledJto excess, but many passengers were still on the platform. They
gathered round the policemen’s carriage.  The doors were at length
opened, and those behind pushed the men in front up, whilst the
policemen pushed them back, and then began to strike them and throw
them down. It became a free fight, in which the police had all the
advantage, because they were above the people and commanded the
doorways. | walked up to sce how it would end. As 1 came near |
heard a policeman call to the others, *There's a Sahib.”  Instantly all the
police sat down quictly, allowing the carriage to be filled without a
murmur!  Whether they turned all the pilgrims out again at the next
station of coursc I do not knowr 1 had scen a little of the way in which
the poorer classes of natives are treated by their own countrymen.  lHow
wretched their lot would be without the strong protecting arm of the

British Raj!

S Rl
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2, GOING NORTH.

22 FTER leaving  Fyzabad we  spent
Sunday very happily at Lucknow,
Xy and then left for Cawnpore. T had
” ﬁ» only a few hours there. Lord and
‘ Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley
remained longer, and were able to
sce something of the excelient work done
by the boys in the S.P.Go Industrial School,
under the superintendence of the Reve
Westcott.

Whilst waiting for my wain 1 was able
hurriedly to visit the scenes of the terrible
tragedics with which the name of Cawnpore was associated  during
the Mutiny. A hedge marks the boundary of what was Wheeler's
entrenchment, and a monument records that over 1,000 Fnglish people
lost their lives there, 200 of whom were children, and 1760 women. The
Memorial Church is a very fine building.  On the walls inside there are
uwnerous tablets to the memory of those who perished, the white marble
ones in the chancel recording more than 1,000 names. There are other
monuments near. .\ deep, narrow, winding nullah or ravine feads to the
ghat about a mile away, where the massacre of the men ook place. The
Linglish force was led by the native guides supphicd by the N, along
the bottom of the nulah, ostensiblv for protection. The Nana had
provided twenty-cight boats for their use, and an Faoglish officer who was
deputed to negotiate had scen them the previous diy in a convenient
position.  On arrival at the river side, they found the hoats haed been
removed to an exposed spot, where they could hecasily fired upeon by

mutineer sepoys who were in hiding,  There i a vuineds wemp'e at the
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spot, which has not since been used, and the burning ghat adjoining it has
also been  abandoned, because both are regarded as having  been
“desceerated ™ by Christian blood! A\ simple stone cross has the words,
* In memory of June 27th, 18577

A drive of nearly four miles brought us to the spot where all the
women and children were afterwards so brutally murdered, by order of
the Nana Sahib. Iivery vestige of the Nana's housc, in which it took
place, has been removed. The Memorial Gardens, 60 acres in extent,
are beautifully laid out and kept in excellent order.  Carriages arc only
allowed to proceed at walking pace.  Although so beautiful, an air of
stillness and sacredness pervades all. The memorial over the well into
which the bodies of the victims were thrown is very lovely.

Leaving Cawnpore at 18,46 o'clock 7re, 6.46 pon.; all the Indian
railways count the twenty-four hours:, I reached Agra soon after mid-
night. and had the pleasure of a hearty welcome from old friends-the
Rev. Jo M. and Mrs. Paterson, of the C.MLS. Our own Society has no
work there, but we were much interested in that of the C.MLSL and of
the proncer in woman's work, the Society for Promoting FFemale  duca-
tion in the East. Unforturately, Mr. Valentine was away, so that we did
not sce anything of his Medical Mission, nor had we time to visit the
Baptist Mission.

Agra s an important city, with a population of about 160000, and 1s
rich in historical interest. It is well built and handsome, and is cspecially
rich in beautiful buildings.  The first visit to the Taj Mahal is a treat the
traveller is not likely to forget. The Fort, also, is very fine.

The Rev. Jo Po THaythornthwaite, Principal, kindly invited  us to
address the Students at St John's College, C.MLS., when we had o large

cathering, @ number of friends and visitors also being present. Lord
Kinnaird utilized his experience of young men gained in connection
with the Y. M.CLAD and was listened to most attentively. There were
upwards of Goo pupils on the list, of whom 8o Christian boarders were
living in the Hostel under the supervision of Mr Paterson. We also met
Mr. and Mrs. Maclean of the C.M.S. who gave a most cheering account

F
>
of their village itineration work.  The CMLS, have a capital Thigh School
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forgirls heree Butthe woman's
work 1s chicfly carricd on Iy
the FES 0 Miss Bland, who
has  charge, has bheen there
many vears, iwd has great in
fluence.  She imvited me o
breakfast, when 1 had  the
opportunity  of meeting her
co~workers, and afterwiards ol
addressing  them and e
native  teachers  and  Bible
women.  She also provided
another  llustration o the

fecling  of  mutual  interest

and kimdliness which <o largels
prevails amongst Missionaries,
Owing to illness one ol our
Statons  was e danger of

[ being left for some time with-

From a photo. by MISS MORLEY. 100 Deveren.

out anyone to superintend the
work of the native teachers,
cte. I mentioned all the on-
cumstances to Miss Blnd, and asked it she could send us one of her
best fellow-workers for six months. Howas not casy to spare horcand to
do so would involve Miss Bland, herself, in extra worke But after taking
time to think and pray over it, she said, = Your need i< greater than
ours,” and so, putting the interest of the Lord’s work irst. ~she mest
cordially agreed to the request. 1 have known several similar cases,
and they afforded most cheering evidence that amongst the Missionaries
generally there s a width of view which embriaces the whoie work
rather than that of any one Society, and a practical sympathy which
is manifested in self-sacrinee for the general good.

From Agra we went to Aligarh, where the CAMLS and Amencan
Mcthodist Fpiscopal Mission have been working for nuny vers. But it
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is only within the last four ycars that we have been able to make an
cffort to reach the women. We visited the Girls’ School, but found only
quite small children.  The prejudice against female education is very
strong, especially when it is accompaniced by Christian influence.  We
had but two ladies and four teachers there, and felt greatly pained at
the inadequate number of workers.  The CALS., also, has been very
short handed, but 1 was dcelighted to meet old friends there, the Rev.
J. I and Mrs. Pemberton from Watford, who had just arrived in India,
and had been assigned to this district.  The only other C.ALS. Missionary
is the Rev. A I Bowlby, who has charge of the work here, and at
Bulundshuhr, 40 miles off.  Ilc kindly accompanied us on our visit
there.  We left the train at Khurja, where we have a Girls’ School and a
Biblc woman.,  Miss Bauwmann, from Bulundshuhr, met us. We were
much pleased with the good work that is being done in this school.
Some of the girls were about ten to twelve years old, and we were
agreecably surprised to find they were still allowed to attend. We also
had a chat with the Bible woman.  But three native Christian women,
with an occasional visit from an Iinglish lady for a day or two, represented
all the Christian Church weas doing for the women and girls in this town
of 30,000 inhabitants!  The C.M.S. have a Catechist working amongst the
men. OQur Society has since arranged to send ore English lady to live
there!  She volunteered for a loncly outpost of this kind, hut would
most gladly welcome others to help her.

AChot, dusty drive of twelve miles in the Mission gari brought us to
Bulundshuhr.  We shall not soon forget that gari!  People sometimes
talk about  Missionaries  driving in carriages, and  think  money s
wasted in providing them with what in England is a tuxury. Would
that they could see our Bulundshuhr gari, or, indeed, any of the Mission
caris!  Imagine an old, tumble-down  bathing  machine, on four low
wheels, and with very bhad springs. Instead of glass the windows have
Venctians, which always get out of order, and have a knack of remaining
open when the hot sun pours in and you need them shut, or of getting
Jammed fast so that you cannot open them to get the air when there is no

sun! The seats are narrow, and closer tosether than in an underground
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railway third-class carriage, and the back quite stranght and hard. The
horse was onc that for scragginess it would be hard to mateh on London
cab-stands.  Fortunately, the bottom of the gari did not come out, and
the four of us who were inside had time enough to experience the
suffocating fecling of being closely packed in such a conveyance between
two and three hours in the hottest part of the day.  In the really hot
weather, the trial of being obliged to ¢o about constantly in such
“carriages” must be extremely great.

We reached Bulundshuhr about 2.30 pan., and were welcamed by the
native teachers, &e. There is an interesting history connected with the
work here. Tt is a town of about 18,000 inhabitants.  The CM.S. have
a small Boys' School, which is superintended by therr Missionary at
Aligarh.  On his occasional visits he remains, if possible, over Sunday
and takes a service for the very few native Christians, and also one for
the English Officials. But until 1892 nothing wis done for the women
and girls. The CALS, applied to us to send ladies there, and about the
same time the needs of the place were stronglyurged by Mrs, Kinloch,
a lady residing at Bilaspur, who pleaded hard for the million and a
quarter of people in the district. But we had no one to semd. Special
prayer was offered that the Lord would provide workers, and as we were
very short of funds, we asked for those who could go at their own charges,
During the Convention at Keswick petitions for praver were sent in, i
also a short paragraph inscrted in the = Christian.,” For some time there
was no response. Then a Ludy, whose husband was formerly joint magis-
trate at Bulundshubr, and diced there, was travelling on the Continent.
She stayed one night at an hotel, in which she found one solitay copy ol
the » Christian,” three or four months old. Opening it her eve tei on the
name ol her old station in India, and <he felt it was God's el o her o
go there and commence the work.  She was able to do this ar her own
charges, and as her husband had been mueh beloned by the macives,
because of his Christian character, and had lost has lire in endeavonring to
cradicate a severe outhreak of smadlpox amonast theme there was
the assurance that his widow would mceet with 0w welonne on

her return
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But Mrs. Pollen could not work single-handed.  She would need
helpers, and meanwhile God was most wonderfully preparing one to be a
great comfort and strength to her. Qulsam  Begam, a Mohanunedan
lady of good family, being a nicce of the late King of Oudh, and who

was also a widow, had become a Christian at Benares. She had

s afey 1%
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MRS. POLLEN AND HER HELPERS.

property. and when it became known that she wished to be baptized
every possible means was tried to ruin her. Not only were most cunning
attempts made to get her property, but also to encompass her moral fall.

But  she was wonderfully strengthened  and  preserved, although her
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enemices succeeded in alicnating the greater part of her possessions. She
was taken to our Convert's Home at Allahabad to be trained, and was just
rcady to commence work when Mrs. Pollen was going to Bulundshuhr.
Qulsam Begam has worked there ever since, and being a woman of strong
character she has gained much influence. It is not far from Delhi, which
was the scat of Government under the Moguls, and many Mohammedan
familics of good position rveside there. Qulsaom Begium's high ~ocial rank
has given her access to many Zenanas where others would not have been
admitted, and she has worked zealously  throughout. 1t was a0 ureat
pleasure to meet with one who has suffered so much for Christ's sake, aned
who has been a faithful witness to the truthe Tler step-daughter teaches
the School.  FFour men and seven women gathered to meet u~, repre
senting the Christian Church in this place. We spent o nice time
together, asking them about their welfare, and then giving them a <hont
devotional address, followed by prayer. Next morning Lovd Kinnated
started carly for Delhi, and T accompanied Miss Baumann, who was then
in charge, to sce the School. We drove as near as we could, and then
wended our way i the hot sun along a number of dirty narrow lanes,
until we came Lo it. Truly the love of Christ is a wonderful, living power.
Nothin

alien races, and facing the dirt, the smells, the heat, the swarms of ilies,

o clse will account for educated and relined ladies gomy amongst
and the discomfort endured that morning. | did it exce. but they do it
constantly and unmurmuringly. In a nawrrow gully we entered a tiny
courtyard, some 14 feet by 12, leading into a small house. Tlere we
found the Teacher with 23 little girls. They answered well in seripture,
Four years ago a woman was baptized, and the School has neve
recovered from the effects of the opposition that resulted. But ic s doing,
good work amongst a few.  Whilst 1 was there a youth looked i ac the
door and remarked to the Teacher that the School was now done Tor
would have to be closed.  She asked why 2 = Don't vou seel” he veplied,
“there is a Salib ™ “gentleman 2 = No one will send thetr civls to s
School now.”  The teacher answered = Where ix the harem > Tlas 0 be
grey hair and a grey beard?”™  The joncident shows the exirese e

which is needed in work amongst India’s daughiers,
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Asowe left we were reminded of one of Mrs. Pollen’s reports in which
she wrote @ * After four years of Missionary work, the great and sad nceed
of the women of India presses more heavily on heart and conscience.
When in this great district, with over one million souls, we can only reach
a few here and there, the ery and prayer of our hearts increases.  * Tlow
long, O Lord, faithful and true, shall Thy people tarry at home, while
souls for whom Christ died, perish without hearing of His love?””

THE PALACE, LAHORE.



THE PUNJAB.

stay at Delhi was very short. T was able 1o accompany Lord
and Lady Kinnaird to a Sale of Work at the Durbar Hall, on

bDehalf of the S. PG Tt was very much like a similar sale in

Lingland; but the presence of 4 number of native gentlemen,
{bj\,‘;g and a few native tadies, in their graceful saris, made it more
picturesque. 1t was opened by Lady Young, the wile of the
Licut.-Governor, Sir Mackworth Young, K.C.S L

The next day | hurried on to Ludhiana, where the  Nmerican
Presbyterian Missionaries from the  Punjab and  the  NAW P were
assembled in Conference. Lord  Kinnaird was also invited, but un-
f()rtun:'llcl,\' was not well enough to come then, and was also delaved by
an invitation to spend Sunday with the Licut-Governor. The American
brethren were most kind, and at once clected me a member ol their Con-
(erence during my stay, thus enabling me 1o be present at the meetings, and
to hear the reports of their worke T have always had a very high regard for
American Missionaries, and it was intensificd by the opportuniny of secing
the true conseeration to their work, their whole-heartedness in it and the
vigorous common sense and good judgment with which s conducted.
As a nation we owe much to \merica for the peacelut and beneticent
influcnce their  Missionarics  exercise amongst miny of our subicets
in India,

One institution at Ludhiana was of special interest vizn the Medioad
School for Women, opened by Dro Fdith Brown, Tt was <’ o s
mfancy, having been commenced barely two vears, but it had sacde a

successful start, and will supply @ need that i wideiy el
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The Female Education Society has long been engaged here, and
their senior Missionary, Miss Greenheld, has done extremely good work
in her care of the sick, as far as was possible for one who has not the full
medical qualification. In her City Tospital there are 30 beds, of which
about 20 were occupied.  The Dispensary was well equipped. 1 saw six
of the seven nurses, and addressed them briefly. Miss Greenfield allowed
Dr. Brown to make this hospital the nucleus of her practical work, and
they were building another, nearer the Medical School, to provide for 30
more beds. They are also allowed the use of 4o in the Civil hospital,
making in all 100 beds. There were 16 students in the School, ten of
whom were studying medicine, and six being trained as nurses. Miss
Brown and her co-workers have undertaken a most arduous task, and
deserve sympathy and support. Many obstacles have had to be over-
come, but they have been met in faith, and although there are differences
of opinion as to the possibility of making it cfficient, several of the most
experienced Missionaries, both Medical and Lvangelistic, spoke in high
praisce of the cffort, and were assured of its success. 1t is of the greatest
importance that such provision should be made to enable Christian girls
to remain under Christian influences whilst pursuing their medical studices,

From Ludhiana 1 travelled to Lahore, and then on to Kasur, with the
Rev. W Morrison, of the Amcrican  Presbyterian Mission.  We had
arranged 1o spend Sunday there, and Mr. Morrison was to baptize a
family of Pathans.

Kasur is a small town 34 miles from Lahore, with a population of
nearly 18,000, of whom about 14000 are Mohammedans. It consists of
an aggregation of twelve small hamlets, each fortified and enclosed by its
own wall.  Four of these are near together, and constitute the main town.
But its formation testifies to the suspicion and internal strife that formerly
prevailed. The people are wild and warlike, and cach chieftain had his
own little fortificd quarter, so that the town still has the appearance of
separate and hostile divisions.

In 1893 two of our Lahore Missionaries—2iss Aitken and  Miss
Sutherland—moved to Kasur. Tt is a very isolated spot for ladies to

reside in, with no other Luropeans near exeept one Assistant Commis-
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sioncer, who is often away.  But they knew no fear, and trusung in Divine
protection, they took up their residence in the midst of these wild,
fanatical people.  Their faith and zeal have been rewarded, and they are
alrcady able to rejoice over souls that have been saved. .\ small con-
gregation has been gathered, and since we were there the American
Presbyterian Mission have arranged to transfer Mr. Morrison from Lahore
to Kasur to provide for it, and to carry on the work amongst the men.
Miss Sutherland was at home on furlough, but we were welcomed by
Miss Aitken and Miss Weatherley,  The latter had recently arrived in
India as an Honorary Missionary.  Her family has long taken a prominent
part in helping Zenana Missions.  Mr. Weatherley, her father, was, up to
the time of his lamented death, a member of our Finance Committee.
He was a prominent Christian worker in London, and closely associated
with Mr. Moody.  Mrs. Weatherley, from the formation of our Society in
1852, has been one of the most active members of the Committee, and
since the deathyof the late Lady Kinnaird, the founder, in December.
1888, has taken the chair at the Committee mecetings, [t was, therefore. a
special joy to meet Miss Weatherley, so soon after her arrival in a ficld
for which her parents have worked with such constancy and devotion.
After breakfast on Sunday morning several enquirers came to be
examined by Mr. Morrison.  Rain had fallen heavily during the night,
and the strecams were flooded, making it difficult for those at a distance to
arrive in time for morning service.  Some had over cight miles to walk,
and came just at the close, but waited for the service in the alternoon,
There was no Church. .\ house is hired as a residence for the Catechist,
who is supported by the Naulakha Native Church Sunday School w
Lahore, and the services and school are held in the down stairs vonm,
There were about 4o present, of whom rather more than half were adulis
The men were rough and ficrce-looking —regular brigands in appearance
but it was remarkable to notice how docile they were with Miss Nitken,
and how entirely she had them under controll Two men. with their
wives and  five children, were baptized.  In the alternoon 1 preached
by interpretation, and nine were present at Communion, which was

administered by Mr, Morrison according to the Preshyterian torm.
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There was something of déep and peculiar interest in this little gathering
of believers, representing British and American Christianity, and the
recently won converts, the first resident witnesses for Christ, in the midst
of a large population who are hostile to [lim, and most of whom belong
to that systenuwhich has so far been regarded as the most inveterate in
{ts opposition to the Gospel.  Within four years from the comimencement
of this work there is a visible, and though yet small, a growing church at
Kasur.

Onc incident had recently occurred which showed the powerful influence
for cood of these ladies.  Two of the men who had lately become
Christians had a violent quarrel. Word was brought to Miss A\itken, who
at once went to them and stopped it, sending them both home.  The
remarkable thing was that men who all their lives have been addicted to
quarrelling, and have been accustomed to look down upon women, should
have obeyed a woman, and desisted at her desire. But the next day- she
saw them and reasoned with them seriously, pointing out the disgrace it
was, now that they were called by the name of Christ, for them to quarrel;
and the dishonour done to their Lord. On the following Sunday before
service began, these men, contrary to all the prevailing notions amongst
their non-Christian countrymen, expressed publicly their sorrow for their
fault and asked to be forgiven!  Special prayer was offered for them, and
they were re-admitted to the congregation. A\ fortnight after, during our
visit there, these two men were most [riendly and helping cach other.
Formerly-such a quarrel would have been likely to lead to personal
violence, and “in the end to have given trouble to the police and
magistrates, whose tuterference might have checked the outward display
ol enemity, bhut would have left the open sore still rankling. The Gospel
ol peace restores harmony, and is fruitful only in good. It is the
only religion which can meet the great needs of the people, and promote

in Tndia peace and good will.
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PESHAWR.

Y IS returned to Lahore on Monday, and 1 left at 4 o'clock for
Peshawr, spending a0 most uncomfortable night in the train,
The Indian railway companies, as a rule, provide good accommo-
dation, and do all they can to ensure the comfort of passengers.

Long journeys generally have to be made by the mail trains

at night. “Travelling 1s very cheap, and furly quick. But
during the frontier war the line between Lahore and Peshawr was in great
demand, and the trains much crowded.  We reached Rawal Pindi about
midnight, and found the platform full of soldicrs hurrying from Kohat, as
Sir William  Lockhart had just ordered the base to be removed to
Peshawr.  Every available space was soon filled. Men in uniform, fully
armed, and carrying large kits, forced their way in. They had not been
in bed for three nights, but had been sleeping out on the snow. Tt was
nice to see how well they were equipped for such oceasions, ach man
hadla large bundle of bedding, with warm blankets, the whole wrapped
in a full-sized macintosh sheet. Rifles, swords and haversacks were at
length stowed away, and the bundles disposed of on the loor, and then
the poor fellows stretched themselves as best they could, some o most
uncomfortable positions, to sleep. The carly morning gave e a nice
opportunity to speak with them about Christ. The scenes they had st
passed through, and the loss of comrades who had heen shot at their very
sides, had solemnized their minds, so that they were glad to have the

conversation  dirccted  to the need  of personal salvation, el the
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willingness of Christ to save.  They scemed most grateful, and 1 was
thankful for the cause which, in bringing a night of much discomfort,
had also given such an opportunity of speaking to these brave men.

I wasnet at Peshawr
by Mrs. Pollen and her
son-in-law, Major Forde,
with  whom she  was
staying, and also by an
old college friend, the
Rev. Woo Thwaites, of
the CALS, who was to
be my host. He took
me to sce the C.MLS.
Church, which is a very
handsome building, and

quite Oriental in style.

The congregation, un-

fortunately, is small, and

C.M.S. HOSPITAL, PESHAWR.

is composed chicfly of

those in Mission employ. The pastor, the Rev. Imam Shan, scems to
be a good man.  About 200 boys were being taught in the School,
which was founded by Sir Herbert Edwardes, and 15 called  after
him. The CALS. have reeently commenced a Medical AMission here,
and Dr. Lankester and Dr. Browne took me over the large building which
was then being adapted as a Tospital and Dispensary, and was nearly
ready to be opened.  There will be accommodation for 34 beds. T also
called on Miss Mitcheson, of the C.ILZMS, and saw the Hospital of
which she has charge, but could not go over it. The value of Medical
Missions at this fronticr post is very great, and their influence for good
extends far beyond the limits of the city, amongst the wild tribes beyond
the frontier.  But, hitherto, the work of Missionaries here has been chiefly
to sow the seed.  May the time of harvesting and ingathering soon come!
Peshawr was full of soldiers and various kinds of baggage animals,

mostly camels.  Tlow little does  the ordinary civilian  realise  the
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tremendous labour and responsibility of providing the commisariat for an
army at the front!  To me it was quite a revelation.  Everything had to
be sent forward, even to the grass for the horses to cat! There was no
railwvay to the front, not even a cart road, over many of those rocky,
inaccessible passes. [ was told that 79,000 baggage animmals had been
obtained for sending on the supplies!  We went to Jamrud, and spent the
day with Captain I'lint, of the 4th Dragoons, who had kindly invited us to
visit the Fort.  Before starting, Major Forde loaded his revolver and put
it ready for use, as no one was allowed to go on the Jamrud road without
an armed escort. 1t was a delightful drive of ten miles in the fresh
morning air.  For six miles we were passing a long procession of camels
taking stores out for Sir William Lockhart's army, which was to reach
Jamrud the next day. The camels were mostly ticd together, a rope
passing from the tail of the lcader to the nose of the one behind. When
driving quickly we passed as many as 130 camels a minute!  But we were
often delayed whilst the

men were getting them
to the side for us to go
by, so that the average
was 60 to 8o a minute,
and this went on for
over three-quarters  of
an hour. On the return
journey we met an equal
number  bringing  the
tents  and  regimental
baggage belonging  to
Sir William Lockhart’s
force.

The view from Jamrud

OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT, C.M.S. HOSPITAL, PESHAWR.

is very fine. In the
distance we could sce Fort Bara, and close to it Generad Tammond's
camp, with 20000 men under canvas.  In front of usa mile di-tant,

was the entrance to the Kyber Pass, and beyond. perched upon o hill
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on one side of the pass, the ruins of Fort Maude, which the Afridis took
from the Kyber Rifles at the commencement of the war.  Range after
range of hills rose around, the names of which had become familiar
during the campaign; and in the distance, towering above all, and
extending many, many miles, were the snow-covered heights of the
Iimalayas.

Captain Flint had much to tell. - One came away impressed with the
spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion to duty which is so conspicuous
amongst the soldiers of the Queen.  No amount of fatigue is too great,
and no danger too imminent, to deter them from willing and prompt
obedience to the word of command.  We who are engaged in the work of
conquest for Christ have a more subtle and ubiquitous foc.  But shall we
be less ready to obey, or more unwilling to sacrifice our own comfort and
aims, at the command of im who has bidden us go into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every ercature?  So long as there is oxe man or
woman in the world who has not heard of Christ, so long, and to that
extent, will the Christian Church have failed in its duty. But here, in our
own India, arc still many mitllions who know nothing of Ilis love.  Tlave
we not, individually, @ share in the responsibility for such sad and
prolonged negleet?  Shall the soldiers of our beloved Queen set such
an cexample of devotion to duty, and  shall the soldiers of  Christ
be less devoted?  The command of Christ is
“Go.” and it has been well said that believers
m Iim arc bound to regard this as a call to
go, unless they have clear indications that it

is  God's  will  they should stay at home.

""MONL” A LITTLE CHRISTIAN CONVERT.
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ATORLE- -After his visit to the Licut-Governor in
caunp, Lord Kinnaird spent o day at Ludhiana to
see Dro IKdith Brown's Medical School, and then

canme on to Lahore where we again met, and were

joined by Miss Morley, who had been to Jevpore,
Our time there was very (ully occupicd, and we found much to interest
us.  In addition to our own Zenana work, the CNLS and the American
Presbyterians have strong Missions here. We also saw Mro Oldham, of
the Student Volunteers, who had come out in the same steamer, and is
working amongst voung men at Lahore.  \n old friend whom T met
here, the Rev. 190 T Baring, was acting as Superintendent of the Bible
Socicty’s Depot in the Punjab. The Bible Touse s o Targe and well-
arranged building, and the staffscem to he kept busily employed. Toisthe
great centre for the distribution of Bibles, Testamoents, and Portions, to
the whole of the Punjab.  In 1806 the issues from this Depat
reached 66,087 copics. The numbers for 1808 were much larger hut |
have not the figures. Bibles, cte, are kept in stoek in several dimerent
lauguages, and Missionaries of all the various Socicties depend upon the
Depot for their supplics. Al are helped by the Bible Society . and n
deserves help from all,

In the Zenana Mission we met many of our stafls which includes 2
workers, viz, five Missionaries, four assistants, and 13 native teachers, e
Miss Healey, Miss CO LI and Miss Fox were engaged in the citv wort
visiting  Zenanas, and looking after nine schools with abont 3o civls
This work is specially difficult in Fahore.  Mohammedinism s strone,
and the opposition to Christian teaching great in proportion. Toois

extremely difficult to get Christian teachers, and the ohb cusiom o
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cmploying Mohammedan women in the Schools to take the sccular
subjects unhappily still exists.  In the carly days of Zenana work there
was no other way of getting the girls together, or tcaching them, and the
Missionary was thankful to have the little opportunity it gave her of
imparting Scripture truth.  Now, in almost all our Schools, Christian
teachers have taken the place of heathen or Mohammedan women, and
the whole influence is Christian.  Lahore is the last of our Stations where
the old system still lingers, but renewed cfforts are being made to get rid
of it, and to find Christian teachers.  For some time the older girls from
the Christian Girls’ Boarding School have taken part in the Secripture
instruction.  This, however, is an experiment that has to be conducted
with extreme care, and the girls
have always to be chaperoned
by one of the Missionarics
or by a married
woman.

The TLady
Dulfferin School
is onc of the most
important branches of
our work. Miss Keay, the
present Principal, opened it on
January znd, 1881, with four girls.
It was felt that a school was needed to THE HAZURI BAGH,
which native Christian gentlemen  could
send  their daughters as boarders, and where  they would  receive a
thorough Christian  cducation fitting them for the important place
they will be catled to fill in the native Church.  The buildings
have had to be enlarged several times, and there are now 102 pupils.
This is in itsell a proof of the growth of Christianity, and its
beneficial  effects. When we  remember  the centuries  during  which
Mohammedans and Jlindus alike have kept their women and girls in
ignorance and superstition, and how very few even of those who are now

willing to let girls be educated will par for it, it is cheering to see native
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Christian gentlemen rising to the Christian ideal, and ready to give a liberal
fec for the board and education of their daughters, so that they may be fitted
for lives of uscfulness. I greatly enjoyed the visits to this School, and
it wasa rcal pleasure to address the girls.  All were most attentive, and in
Church on Sunday their demeanour was devout and reverent. 2\ number
of the older girls, some time ago, joined the “ Morning

watch,” and spend the first half-hour of cach s

morning in prayer and reading God's Word. i

This involves very carly rising, and,
cspecially in the hot weather,
is a great test of carncst-
ness.  Miss Keay has
a most valuable co-
adjutor in Miss
Nathan. The
school takes

a very
high

Government
examinations,
and in the visitors'
book there are many
qgjl&-\'e testimoniesto its efficieney.
We quote one. Mro Cooic,
the late Deputy Auditor-General
for India, wrote as follows: =1
have had the opportunity ol visiting
Christian Girls’ Schools in every Province
of India, and can quitc unrescervedly state that I have never anywhere
else scen a School so interesting as the Dufferin School at Lalhore,  The
type of the pupils is greatly superior to that which is to be found in
other parts of Indiq, and there was also noticcable the stamp of
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thoroughness in all the arrangements. The School is evidently destined
to be, under God, a great power for good in the Punjab.  Miss Keay is
to be congratulated.”

On the cvening of our arrival Miss Ilealey had invited all the
Missionarics in Lahore to meet us. Only one was absent, and we spent a
most happy time in conversation with many Christian workers.  Lord
Kinnaird gave an address, and T took a Scripture subject adapted to the

LAHORE ZENANA MISSION GROUP.

occasion. At the C.M.S. TTouse T met the Revs 15019 1 Wigram, 18 AL
Causton, and R. O. Welchman, and saw over the Divinity School.  The
Rev. Mr. Velte, the Acting Principal of the Forman College " American
Kindly gave me the opportunity of addressing the students, 250 in number.

There are two other Colleges for boys: one belonging to Government, the
other Mohammedan.  These have no  religious, or rather  Christian,

tecaching.  Yet from amongst the students there have been some
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“scckers” who have been led to ask for spiritual help and guidance
from the Missionaries.  On the Sunday evening, after preaching in the
Lalpoora Mission Hall to an audience of Hindus, Pathans, &c. it was
delightful to meet at Mr. Velte's a number of young men, well educated
and refined who had become Christians.  Several of them had been
sceverely tried, and had suffered much.  Yet there was a brightness and
joy in their lives that told of the inward power and peace they had found.
The Missionaries may justly hope for much good to result from the lives
and testimony of these young men.  They are just the sort to influence
others.

The Americans have also a School with 1,000 boys under Christian
instruction in the Rang Mahal quarter of the town. It was the first
School in the Punjab, and was opened by Mr. Forman more than 4o vears
ago. I went over the large and airy buildings, but as it was a holiday did
not scc the boys.

The annual cricket tournament amongst the Colleges was being
played whilst we were in Lahore.  Very large numbers of men and boys
witnessed it and seemed as much interested in the play as an English
crowd would be.  The Christian College won, as it has done for several
years. The spectators always clapped and cheered when a good hit was
made by their own side. But the non-Christian men and  boys
conspicuously remained silent if their opponents made a good run or
catch. Yet the emulation of the game must be good for them, and will
tcach them by degrees to recognise worth in others. The spectacle was
very different from a similar gathering in Englnd because of the entire
absence of native ladies.  No women or girls allowed to witness the
play of their sons and brothers! While the men and boys are thus
enjoying themsehves in exercise  which  develops  and  strengthens
character, their mothers, wives, and sisters, are shut away in the dreeary,
unchanging monotony of the Zenana.  Christianity would changee all this
And it is the only power that will give the women of India their vightlul
place and protection,



AMRITZAR.

WAS able to spend a day at Amritzar,
where the Veteran Missionary, the
Rev. R. Clark, of the C.MLS., received
me as his guest, and gave me a most

o
tal

hearty welcome. The time was far

too short. I saw the Alexandra
1 School of the C.ILZ ML.S., and the St Catherine's
1Tospital belonging to the same Society, under Miss

Ilewlett's care. Both are doing most valuable

work, I saw over the [lospital, in which there
arc 30 Dbeds, nearly all of them being occupicd.
Miss Ilewlett has also other special  branches of good work, such
as an  Industrial Home for poor widows, and a  School for the

blind. Al looked well cared for.  The Prize-giving for the Alexandra

School took  place in the cvening.  There were 6o girls  present,
L]
and they acquitted themselves well. There s a high spiritual tone

in the School, and the older girls are encouraged on Saturdays to go
out with other workers to Zenanas, &c., and thus to take part in active
Christian cffort. The visit next morning to Dr. Martyn Clark’s  Dis-
pensary and Tospital was a real treat. IHe is doing a grand work.  Tlere
and at the out-dispensaries last year there were 112000 patients! Tis
extreme kindness to them, and skill, as well as his vigorous, manly
Christianity, combine to give him almost an unique influence. It was
remarkable to see a row of doolics waiting outside his dispensary. They
contained several Mohammedan women, whose husbands know Dr. Clark
so well, and have such confidence in him, that they actually send their
wives to be treated by him! But, best of all, he had on the mantelpicee

a photograph of a number of men, every one of whom he first knew as a
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Mohammedan or a Ilindu, but all of whom, through his influence, have
not only become Christians, but are also working as Medical Missionaries!

The Rev. S. A\ Sclwyn was holding Mission services here, and |
was able o be present at one, which was well attended. The people
were very attentive, and scemed anxious to profit by his visit. On the
way south T spent a day at Saharanpur with Dr. and Mrs. Forman, an
American Presbyterian. e has charge of a Medical Mission, and also an
Orphanage, in which there were 47 boys who were saved during the
Famine. They all looked well cared for, and were being educated, and also
taught various industrics.  Left at 11 pan., and reached Lucknow at 1
pm. next day.  In the afternoon Miss Wahl had a Christmas treat for
the widowsin her ITome. There were 57 widows present, besides children.
All had greatly improved since 1 saw them seven weeks before, and

were losing the haggard appearance left by the Famine.
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LUCKNOW.

CCKNOW.—\Wece hurried back to Tucknow for
Christmas because it had been arranged
to hold a Conference of our N.W.D.

Missionaries there in the following week.

It was a great pleasure both to the
Missionarics and the Native Christians
that Lord and lLady Kinnaird were able
to spend this happy secason amongst them.
And very heartily did his Lordship throw
g himself into  all  that was going on.  The

services  were  well attended  and  most  devout.
The Anniversary Meeting of the C.M S, Congregation brought together
a large gathering of Christians of other Missions also, when Lord Kinnaird
presided and  spoke with much sympathy and carnestness.  Ile also
was much interested in the admirable School for boys connected with
the American  Lipiscopal Methodists, and we had the pleasure of
sceing the High School for Girls conducted by Miss Thoburn of the
same Mission.  All are doing good work.  Very special  blessing has
rested on much of the work of the Mcthodists in the Villages, and they
have enrolled large numbers of professed  converts, the care and
teaching of whom were taxing all their energies.

But the chief interest of the week to us centered in our Conference.
There were nearly 50 of our ladies present and a few visitors - We met
ach morning and aflternoon, Lord Kinnaird presiding. The first hour in
the morning and the last in the alternoon were given to Bible readingsand
prayer with aview to the deepening ofour own spiritual life.  The rest of the
time was devoted to business, and several questions of real practical utility
were discussed. Al felt that the time had been most profitably spent.
and that it was a scason of real help.
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GORAKHPUR.

N the last day of the year we were called at 4 aan. to catch the
carly morning train to Gorakhpur. The journey of 160 miles
occupiced a little more than 12 hours, but we were pledged to

spend New Year's Day there, and felt amply repaid for leaving

the frequented main routes to come to this somewhat out-of-
S the-way place. [t is an ideal Mission Station, and we were
quite delighted with the work there.

Gorakhpur is a town of about 60,000 mhabiants, in the midst of a
densely-populated  district bordering on Nepal. The need of Mission
workers in this district is very great. Gorakhpur and Basti are combinud
for administrative purposces, and in 1891 had 4,783.6060 inhabitants. The
Christian workers sent out by the Church to win this great multitude for
Christ were at that time represented by one Missionary of the CM.S. and
two ladies who had just been appointed to work there by our Society!
The Rev. I1L Stern had laboured there nearly forty vears, and had charge
ol the congregations in the town and at the outlyving Christian villages of
Basharatpur and Sternpur. .\ native Pastor and a small stall of teachers
and catechists were working with him. Our Society had 10 native
teachers and Bible women.  Let the reader imagine what would be the
spiritual destitution of greater London if, to meet the needs of all its
people, there were only two ministers of the Gospel, assisted by a few
Scripture readers and Bible women, and he will realise somewhat of the

need in the Gorakhpur district.
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The CMLS. has now three Missionaries there, the Rev. J. P, Ellwood
who is in charge, having long experience, and being thoroughly practical.
Mrs. Ellwood is also a most energetic and able worker.  One Missionary
devotes his whole time to the large Boys™ School; the third had just

arrived and was learning the language.  Gorakhpur is the headquarters

SCHOOL GIRLS, GORAKHPUR.

ol a Commissionership, and has several English Officials, and is also the

chicf centre of a railway, on which there are many Luropean employees.

As there is no other clergyman, the CMLS, Missionaries contrive to hold
two services in English on Sundays in addition to all the demands of the

native  Church.  In connection with the Zenana work we have six



English and 21 native labourers, Miss Hibberd, who has charge, having
been there since 1892, and being highly respected.

New Year's Day was bright, and busily occupicd. Tt was civen
chicfly to the © Christian Mcla™ or FFestival at Basharatpur, three miles off.
The district suffered much during the Famine.  The Missionaries helped
many, but required them to carn the money. The women were tught
needleworlk, cte, which was sold. The men were employed to dig wells
of a sufficient depth to give water during the driest scason, and 1o huild
strong walls inside them to prevent their falling in. Thus the money
given for Famine relicl was utilized to provide against similar failure
of crops in futurc.  The wells are in the middle of ficlds, and will afford
constant supply of water for irrigating the crops. Lord Kinnaird was
asked to open them, one being called after him. .V short service was
held at cach.  The crops were fresh and green, and the Tong strings of
native Christians in  their many  bright  coloured  dresses looked
very pretty as  they wended their way from one licld to another.

Then the Christians enjoyed  themselves with games, running,
climbing, &c.  The scene was most picturesque, 0 number ol gay flags
adding to the varicty of colour worn by the people. Nearly tco hoyvs
from the Basharatpur Orphanage were present, saved from the Famine,
and now looking well and strong. They were happy, and thoroughly
entered into the pastimes. But meanwhile, at the other side o ihe
compound, a very diffcrent sight presented itsclf. .\ group of 34 poor,
miscrable, emaciated lads were Iving about on the grass, or sitting helplessiy
leaning against a wall. They had been received the day belore from a
Government camp.  Most of them were so weak that they could hardly
walk.  Some attempted to do so, but were too unsteady. and gave ivap.
More than half of them had itch very badly. N presented the appear-
ance of starvation and gross neglect. Yet it was two months alter the
Famine was supposed to be over, and they had been all that time in the
Government Orphanage ! Il such a state of affairs had heen found by a
doctor in a Mission Orphanage very strong measures woutd hive been
taken at once. Doubtless, Government Famine Funds had been (utly

drawn upon for these poor children, but how had the men to whom the
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moncey for their food was entrusted, and whose duty it was to look after
them, escaped punishment 2 Fortunately for them, they had now come
under Christian care.

The lollowing day was Sunday. and a very busy one. The morning
service for the native Christians was at 8.30. Mr. Ellwood baptized 30
boys and girls from the Gorakhpur Orphanages—all Famine waifs, but
now looking well cared for and happy.  Some had been picked up by our
ladics beside the bodies of their dead mothers, and were apparently
beyond recovery.  But kindness and care brought them round, At
11 o'clock T preached at the English service, the collection being given
to our Society.  There were 38 present. In the afternoon there was a
deeply interesting service at Basharatpur, during which there were 100
baptisms—viz, 18 men, 22 women, and 6o children, mostly from 5 to 12
vears of age, It was delightful to sce so many Jfamilics coming out, and
to feel that, although their profession of Christianity was cutting them off
from many relations and [riends, the home cireles remained unbroken.
They were poor people, who had been cared for during the Famine, and
had Dbeen led to receive the teaching they then heard. The previous
night many of their relatives had come in to endeavour to dissuade them
(rom desgraciny their villages by becoming Christians! A\l stood firm,
and now these heathen relations and fricnds were crowding the Church,
and standing outside at the open windows and doorways, to wateh the
ceremony. It was a most solemn and  interesting  serviee. Al the
candidates for baptism were dressed in white, with the exception of a few
boys from the Orphanage, who wore their dark coats. The Church, which
holds about goo, was full to overflowing, and the many bright-coloured
saris of the Christian women, presented o most picturesque seene. The
burst of response, and the singing, were very hearty, After the baptisms
the newlyv-appointed native Pastor preached o short sermon suitable to
the occasion.  There were @ number of others who were being prepared
for baptism, but were not yet ready, .\t the carnest request of M
EFlhwood, we agreed to set Miss Tavward, one of our village evangelists,
free for a year to continue the teaching of the newly-baptized women and

children, and to prepare the others for baptism.  She had had a good
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deal to do with them already, and they had given her a name which
means *The loving one.”  Since then, in response to a further appeal
from Mr. Ellwood, she has been lent to the CM.S. for this work for
another year.  Itis most important that poor people of this deseription
should be carefully watched over during the carly part of their Christian
life, and carcfully instructed.

The evening service in English was at the Railway Tostitute. There
was a large congregation, chiefly of railway officials, cte., 1o whom Lord
Kinnaird gave an carnest, practical address. \fterwards we joined Mr.
Ilwood’s home  circle,

MISS HIBBERD TEACHING IN A ZENANA AT GORAKHPUR,

and accordimg 1o custom
all the  Missionaries  in
the Station met and <any
several - hymns, closing
with reading and prayer,
The baptisms, of course,
had  Deen extra, but i
other respects this is a
picture  of an ordinary
Sabbath  at - Gorakhpur,
and would apply cqually
to many other  Mission

Stations,  But the follow-

mg day was also very
fully occupied.  In the
morning  the wirls from
six Schools connected with our Zenana Mission were assembled in one
large room for their Prize-giving.  Upwards of 300 were present. They
looked very pretty in their bright saris and wealth of jewels, Their ages
varied from 3 to 10, but we were glad to find a number who were between
1o and 13. The singing was good, and alzo the recitations, especiaity of
the Ten Commandments, and other portions of Scripture. The prices
which were given away by Lady Kinnaird, afforded great delicht G the

children, especially the dolls!



In the afternoon there was an open-air service, when Lord Kinnaird
laid the foundation stone of a new Mission all, and afterwards we were
invited to meet the European Officials and others at the Commissioner’s,
In the intervals we saw over the Boys' Orphanage, with the carpenters’
shop, shocemakers” shop, and weaving  sheds, in which they receive
industrial training ; and also the Girls’ Orphanage, which is under the
carc of Mrs. Ellwood and is cxcellently managed. The work of the
CAMS and of the Z.B. & ML here are so closely connected that they
can hardly be described separately. Mr. LEllwood said * We are all one”
Again and again he expressed the very warmest thanks for the assistance
which the ladies give. During one of my visits 1 stayed at the Zenana
Mission TTouse. It was a delight to be in such an atmosphere of carnest
spirituality, faith, and prayer. 12ach morning the native teachers and
Bible women assembled for prayer before going to their duties. On
Saturday morning they have a special Scripture lesson, which is given by
one of the Missionaries as the ground-work of their teaching in the
Zcenanas, ete, during the following week. T was present at one of these
lessons. There were 22 Bible women and teachers, 3 Zenana women
who had recently been baptized, and 3 others who had just come out and
were being prepared for baptism, Al sat on the floor in the dining-room.
in a large semi-cirele, with sheets of paper and pens in their hands, and
took copious notes of the lesson which Miss Tibberd had prepared for
them.  In this way the ladies ensure the teachers being kept up to the
mark, and taking a regular course of Bible lessons, instead of getting into a
rut and going over the same subjects continuously.,

The ladies of our party had the pleasure of visiting one School from
which the gentlemen were rigidly excluded, as it is held inoa Zenana!
The house belongs to a Brahmin, who invited Miss Ilibberd to visit his
wife, to teach her. This she did for about three ycears, although the Tady
never appeared willing to receive Christian instruction.  She was over-
joyed at the relief o the monotony of her Zenana life which the visits of
the Missionary afforded, and pleased to be taught sceular subjects. But
when her need of Salvation was spoken of she would reply, * Is not my

husband a Brahmin?  1le is a priest. If this were neeessary, would he
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not tell me?”  But God often uses sorrow to bring those whom he s
calling to Himself.  She had one little son, the only boy, and therefore
greatly prized.  This little boy became seriously il The priest tricd
charms, and endeavourcd to exorcise the cevil spirit which ix thought to
cause illness, but in vain. .\ native teacher called, and found the
mother in great gricl.  She said, " We have tried evervthing, bhut it is of
no use.  There is nothing more we can do, and he is getting worse.”
The Christian teacher replied, * Noj there is one thing vou have not
tricd.  You have not prayed to the Christian God.  May [ do 02" In
her anxicety the mother agreed, and the teacher prayed carnestly that the
child might be spared.  The prayer was heard, and from that time the
little one began to recover. The mother says she has never prayved to an
idol since. She is a true believer, and although unable to leave her
Zenana and openly confess her faith in Christ by baptism, she witnesses
for I1im in the midst of her own family.  Soon afterwards she was
anxious to do something to bring others to know and love the Saviour,
Her husband allowed her to gather a few hitde girls, daughters of other
Brahmins living close at hand, and during the last two years she has
taught a little school regularly in her Zenana, in which she has about
30 pupils!

BAND OF VILLAGE EVANGELISTS.



NEPAL.

} LURING my previous visit to Gorakhpur, M Fllwood and 1 had
Looplanned a wvisit to Nepialo A few months before, a very in-
) teresting discovery had been made of the birthplace of Buddha,

marked by a pillar crected about 2000 years ago by the

FEmperor Asoka. 1t has an inscription in beautifully clear
characters, recording that Asoka came there in the twenty-frst
year of his reign, and  worshipped, sayving, * Iere was the  Buddha
Siakyamuni born,” and that he caused the pillar to be erected. This has
scttled a point which has been involved in obscurity, and it is interesting
to lcarn how the discovery was made.  The Chinese pilgrim THuen Tsiang,
who visited Indiain the seventh century, has left adiary giving a full record
of his journcy. Ile describes his visit, amongst other places, to Patna,
Benares, and Gorakhpur, and thenee to Nighiva, Kapilavastu, which he
deseribes as a large sacred Buddhist city of which Buddha'’s father had

been king, and then to Rumindei, his birthplace, and to Kusanagara,
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where he died. The last has not yet been found. But a short time ago
it occurred to a retired Anglo-Indian Official to test the distinees and
directions described by Tlinen Tsiang, and all as far as Gorakhpur were
found to be correct. Permission was then obtimed from the Nepadese
Government, and an Archicologist belonging 1o the Indian Government
was asked to follow it up. e frst sought for Nigliva, and exactly where
the Chinese pilgrim places it came across a large quantity of brick ruins,

5

53

)

5

) ” (::»;,,«1 ~
T &)
IRE, ﬁf;"‘{(‘ &

w. A Fas I 4

- ! b
&)‘ ;\'gﬁ.k ’,)'
1A

PILLAR MARKING THE BIRTHPLACE OF BUDDHA AT RUMINDEI IN NEPAL.

evidently old monasteries, on the banks of o lake,and found an \<oia
pillar stinding  near. On all sides are ruined  monasteries, fallen
columns, and broken sculptures. Following the directions in the Chinese
record, he next came to the site of Kapilavastu, and on digging unceaothed
remains of what must have been a very Lurge citve Then he went on o
Rumindei. The Chinese writer says that the pillio crected by Aok

originally: had a horse on its <ummit, but during o stormy it was strach by
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lightning, and the horse broken off, and the pitlar cracked from the top a
great part of its length. It was found with the crack and broken top
exactly as described, but no inscription was visible. They began to dig,
and three feet below the surface came upon it There are four and a half
lines in old Semitic characters 14 inches long; the letters, which have
been there for 2,000 years, being as clearly cut and defined as if they had
only recently been made.

We were anxious to sce this pillar, but many obstacles had to be
overcome.  The Nepidlese have their own Government, and are an in-
dependent people. They are very jealous of Europeans, and never allow
them to enter their country without special permission from their Govern-
ment, which is difficult to obtain.  Four or five Furopeans, including (he
discoverer, had already visited the pillar, exciting  the curiosity and
wonder of the people, who concluded that the English have come to know
of the existence of buried treasure, which we are anxious to get hold of]
and which they are just as determined to safeguard for themselves!

By degrees, however, these obstacles were overcome.  Col. Wyllie
the British Resident at Katmandu kindly assisted us, and obtained a
permit from the Prime Minister and Durbar allowing us to visit the place.
Mr. Peppd, an English gentleman who lives near the frontier, invited us to
stay with him, and promiscd to make all arrangements for us. .\ journey
of 3o miles by rail and then a drive of 13 miles from the end of the line,
through beautifully fertile country, denscly populated, but altogether desti-
tute of the Gospel or of Missionary effort, brought us to his house. A\ very
small number of Tinglish planters live scattered throughout the district.
Mr. Peppd invited them to meet us, and in this most out of the way spot
we gathered o the drawing room on i week day for service. Mr. Elhwood
read the prayers, one of the four ladies present playing the tunes and
lcading the singing, and T preached. [low terribly our own countrymen
in such posittions are cut off from all relivious ordinances ! Tere we were
asmall company of ten white people, of whom all but two e hving where
from year to vear they have no opportunity of attending i service unless
they go to stay over Sunday at Gorakhpur, a journey ol about five hours

cach way. A\ our congregation remained for dinner, and we spent a



very pleasant cvening, greatly enjoving the large and varied Indian
experience of our host, and the genial kindness of our hostess,

Next morning we started carly, and after a drive of two hours reached
the frontier.  So long as we were in British territory we had good roads
and substantial bridges over the rivers &e. Now all changed, and we had
to leave the trap behind.  Mr. Peppdé had provided an clephant on which
Mr. Ellwood and 1 were to ride, and
about a dozen men to carry by turns
a Tomjon ™ for Mrs. Ellwood, whilst
he accompanied  us  on horseback.
There is a large bazaar on the Tadin
side of the frontier where a market
is held, and people come across to
trade.  Ax soon as we left this we
crossed  the  boundary and  found
oursclves in Nepal. Thow ditferent !
In no part of India have T seen such
well cultivated  land,  such heavy
crops, and such well kept villages,
with houses in good repair, and such
an appearance of comfort, as we had
driven through on the Brivsh side,
A large tract of 30,000 acres running
for 13 miles adong the frontier was
given by Government to M Peppd's

father alter the muting, as a reward

for valuable scervices. 1t was then

forest, but has been cleared and as !
the tenants hold their farms from an English Lindlord who resides i s
them and has their welfare at heart, the Tand has heen well culivaed,
water in o abundance provided for drrigation, and the resources Ty
developed. AT this was left hehind the moment we passed cu o Reitsh
so1l.  No roads, no bridges, hut rough country deeply furreawed Dy water,

and steep banks leiding down to the rivers and watercowrse~. Whewe

121



reached cultivated land the crops were moderately good, but the houses
dilapidated, the people dirty and unkempt, and the only roads were
narrow footpaths between the fields. .\ this part of Nepdl was formerly
included in British territory, but was ceded to the Nepilese Government
as @ reward for their assistance in protecting the Luropeans of the
Gorakhpur district during the mutiny.  The authoritics were expecting
us, having been apprised of the visit by their Government, and a police
inspector with two constables took charge of us. They watched us most
narrowly, and never left us untib we were safely on the way back at the
fronticr!  One, a Goorkha, had in his belt the usual large dagger with a
curved, sharp, heavy blade, and some smaller knives, such as they carry.
They took care not to show us any deference or respect, and to let us see
we were under their surveillance. We passed through Bhagwidnpur, a
small town where the local Tahsildar or magistrate lives, and where we
showed our * permit " and, followed by a large number of the people, we
arrived at Rumindei. There was the pillar, the date of which is e 230,
or within a couple of years of that.  An old Buddhist temple close by is
now in the hands of a [indu priest, who has conveniently turned some
of the Buddhas into Ilindu gods.  \We pienicked there, and then set off
on the return journcy.

At Bhagwinpur, T wanted to post four letters. They were addressed
to friends in England, who are stamp collectors, and only contained a few
lines to say I had sent them in order to secure Nepilese stamps. The
postmaster  refused to accept them.  Forcigners, he said, were not
permitted to post letters in Nepdl, the postal service being only for the
use of the Nepilese. We sat on our clephant and reasoned, but he was
nrm, and the police and other officials all supported him.  After long
discussion we at last persuaded him to Tet us post the letters, and Jeave it
to the Government at Katmandu to decide whether they might be
forwarded.  Then we went into his office, a mud hut, and sat on low
stools, nearly the whole population watching in a crowd in front from the
large, open space. The postmaster re-directed  cach letter in Nepilese
characters, and taking a large sheet of paper preparved a full report for his

Government, the police inspector reading our description, &c., from the



“permit.”  We were  particularly required  to dedare
that the letters did not contain any political matter !
Then came the very serious business of stamping then.

Ie had to get out alarge wooden hox for the stamps,
and another for the date staump. There are stamps
of three values, cqual to 1d, 2d. and Gd. - He assured
us we could not pay beyvond Nepile <o we decided
put a td. stamp on ocach, anel
leave the excess o e collected
on delivery if they  ever reached

Fngland. Fortunately  they dud

after some  delay, and  strangeh
cnough no excess was charged, and
thus I had the pleasure of anticipa-
ting the penny post, which s not
likely to be extended ta Nepal for

many. vears to come !

During the 43 nunutes occu-

picd in posting the letters, some men had brought fve arm chairs,
and put them in the middle of the open space opposite the Tahstidar'’s
court.  We were conducted to them, and in a few minutes the old man
came out to receive us. s soon as he and his son were scated opposite
to us, the Goorkha constable, who had been specially bhrusque towards s,
came forward, and prostrating himsclf on the ground, most obsequions’y
kissed the old man's feet in token of homage!  The Tahsildar was st
courtcous, and received us with much cordiatity. But we could cet no
response to what was uppermost in my heart, and left without doimg any
cood beyond the courtesy of the visit. \s we returned the prayer went
up again and again that this country with its two millions or more people
may soon be opened to the preaching of the Gospelo AU preseat the
prohibition of Furopeans shuts out altogether the Fnglish Missionary
But I was thankful to find that there have been some, although ey
of the Gospel in Tadin andd

few Nepilese who have learnt something

carricd the knowledge with them on their return to their onn coitr
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Once cespecially, a woman of position and  property, has been taught
by some of our ladies, and scemed to receive the truth. 1 was told there
ix good reason to believe she is endeavouring to make known to others
where possible the “good news” she has herself received. Will anyone
cnable us to establish a Mission on or necar the frontier, and thus
endeavour to reach some of these brave and interesting people?  The
Goorkhas come across to join our Indian army, and fight our battlcs, and
have gained world wide repute for courage and activity.  They are
splendid soldiers. What grand witnesses and workers for Christ they
would make if only they could be brought under Gospel teaching, and led
to accept Christ as their Saviour!  Tar more attention should be given
in our Missionary cfforts to these frontier posts. .\ Medical Mission on
the Nepilese border here would have a large fAeld of uscfulness, and
recach numbers of the people.

124



e TR M

;IQ/JL;’@W:;&('/L?O.;D!M—’/

o r LSt
WLgprd I A us/

PATNA.

was cncouraging  at - Gorakhpur to hear that the oy
express had lately been expedited, and that the jourmey v
Patna could thus be made i Tess time than hithertos Te was

“

considered that they had now o splendid train.” The Tt

Manager of the Iime told us it had been named = The Dving

Behari!™ 1 felt thankful that the change had Goen place
before my visit, forwith all this boasted advance we were tof hours doire

the journcy of 130 miles! .\ Great Melawas being held somewhere near,

and there were the usual crowds of pilerims causing much delas, \t
Paleza Ghat we crossed the Ganges, here about three viles wide, Y Loece
and comfortable steamer took us over,and another tradn was waiting on

the oppostte side.

Patna is a large city built on the south bank of the Ganes

extending from west to cast for about nine miles. The widdh avera os
less than two miles. One maim street runs the whole fene oo hut s e
and dirty, and the smaller streets are miserably poors Vihow 0 e
city of considerable commercial importance, being the contre o ape s
district and having a farge trade, there are no public huitdings, 1 S
mosques worthy of notice. The dirt and Toul <oells e o S
William Hunter truly savs: I the dry weather the des ol
beliell and in the rains every place 1z covered with o b ¢
quarter there is a large pond which becomes very affvn-ice .
It would be difficult to imagine amore unattractive piace” The e )
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numbers about 180,000,
amongst whom educa-
tion appcears  to  have
macde but little progress.
They are superstitious,
fanatical, and  casily
excited.

Zenana work was
commenced  here  in
October, 1885, The
Baptist  Mission  have
long had a Station at
Bankipore, the European
quarter about five miles
away, where they had

one Missionary and two

ladics for Zenana work.

They also have one

Missionary  in Patna,

who has restded there
it many years, and spent
his time most (]\‘\‘(110(”}‘
in open air preaching

amongst the men. But

there  was  no  other
Christian work  going

on. .\ gentleman in

Idinburgh,  who  had
STREET SCENE IN PATNA. resided in Bengal, and

kncew the spiritual

darkness of Patna, wrote to beg the Socicty to undertake a Mission
there, and  promised to give L1350 a year to support one of the
ladies.  Miss \braham, one of the pioneers, worked there from Octaber,

1883, till 1896, when the doctors insisted on her changing to another
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Station.  Miss Poynter had charge of the Zenana work when T was there,
and gave me a cordial welcome. Although the ground s so hard, there
have been some cheering cases of conversion, but all
who have been baptized have been obliged to leave
the city, as they could no longer get emplovment,
and their difficulties were so great. Liforts have
been made to establish Schools, and some have for
a short time met with a little suceess, but  the
prejudice against female education is so strong that
the girls could not be retained, and the Schools have
had to be closed.  Zenana visiting is not so difficult.
In February, 1891, we were able to commence a

Medical Misston there. The need for medical help

for women was very great. Government have tao
MISS FERGUSON, L.R.C.P.& S. Edin. Hospitals; one at Bankipore, in which women may
be treated, although the accommodation is biad, and

the patients few and of a very inferior class. The other in Patna, worked

by native doctors, and overseen by the Civil Surgeon. But it has no
provision for purdah patients, and even the poorer

class of women are prevented by custom from
allowing themselves to be attended by men. Miss
Mackinnon, T.R.C.P. & 5. Fdin, began the work with

the assistance of Miss Gregory in nursing. They

had many difficultics.  For some years they were
obliged 1o Jive in a small mud house, quite unfit for
[Luropeans in the tropics, and the only place they

could obtain for a Dispensary was an old stable,
Living in the midst of suc/ a native town, with its

dirt, smells, and noises on all sides, and where 10 was

impossible to get a breath of pure air or a littde

excercise without first passing through more than half
a mile of hot, narrow stums, was a severe trial. But .
it was cheerfully borne, and meanwhile the work grew. The dirst

in-paticnt was a woman who had been brousht from a distance and needed
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an operation. .\ small hut was rented, with one room, in which a bed was
placed, the attendant sleeping on a mat on the floor.  When this patient
left another was waiting to come in, and others followed, leading Miss
Mackinnon to remark in her report that her Hospital was unlike any other
cither in the cast orwest, and that they never did things by halves, for they
were always cither quite full or quite empty! After long and tedious

DUCHESS OF TECK HOSPITAL, PATNA.

negotiations, a site was at length secured, and  the present splendid
Hospital built. There is no contractor in Patna who could  safely
be entrusted with such an undertaking.  But Sir Charles Elliott, K C.S00L,
who was at the time  Licut-Governor of  Bengal, kindly  allowed
the buildings to be crected by the Public Works Department, and the
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Socicty were much indebted to the local officials, esp cially o the
Fngineer, Mr. Scaright, for the great trouble they most generously toaok
with the work.  Miss Cornally LRCP. & S, Eding and Miss Ferguson,
L.R.CI. & S Edin were the doctors when Towas there, with Miss Riley
as English nurse, and Miss Kerry as Evangelist. “There were five native
nurses.  The difficultics of their work did not cease
when the new Hospital was completed. The town i

wretchedly drained, and has no proper water supply.
Insanitation and horrible smells are the chief things
that strike a visitor.  Some months before several of
the stafl had been most seriousty il A\l
work had to be given up, and for
a time Dr. Whitwell, the English
Civil Surgeon, wias most anxious
about the lives of two,  Provi-
dentially they were spared, and
all were now at work again after
a change.  They were  Dbright,
happy, and intensely interested
i their  work. The wards
were full, and  the Dispensary
attendances large. Our llome
Committee had been mostanxious
about the ladies, and wished a
very  thorough examination to
be mmade of the buildings and
surroundings  in the hope  of
removing any cause of ill-health.
After much consultation with the

Collector,  Envineer, and  Civil OLD GATEWAY AT PATNA.
£ E H

s . Entrance 1o Hespital Grounds,

Surgeon, certain structural

additions were agreed upon, which have been carried out, and e
proving of much value.  But the chief trouble arising  from U

insanitary condition of the property outside the ospital grounds could
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only be remedied by the Municipality, and all our cfforts to move
them to action have resulted in little more than promises!  IHowever,
something has been done, and by degrees the inertin of the castern
mind may be still further moved to action.

The ladies were in great joy because some of the patients in the
Hospital had recently found Christ as their Saviour.  Three women and
two children had been already baptised, and three other women were
preparing for baptism.

STATISTICS 1897,

In-paticnts 179
Out-patients ... 2387
Attended at Home 23
[ady Doctors Visit ... &3
Total Attendances at Dispensaries ... 84553

Lord and Lady Kinnaird and JMiss Morley were only able to pay
a short visit to Patna en route for Caleutta. I was there fArst in
November, but could not stay for a Sunday.  There was no chaplain
at Bankipore, and the usual monthly service in Iinglish at Patna had not
been held for some time. Before T left on November 12th all our
Missionaries and  Assistants met in the drawing room at the Medical
Mission, and we had a delightful little serviee, followed by the TToly
Communion, when we numbered twelve. They are terribly cut off from
spiritual privileges.  In the following January 1 was able to spend two
Sundays there, when we had Inglish services both at Patnaand Bankipore.
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A VILLAGE SCENE.

BEHAR.

RENT as is the spiritual destitution of Patna it becomes greater
8 as we ¢o north, Some parts of the NAW. P and Oudh scemed
sufficiently neglected. As long as we were on the main lines.

5 sufficiently neglected. s long th |

and near the great cities, we met many Missionaries, and found

much Christian work.  But duritng the journey from Lucknow
to Gorakhpur of 160 miles, we passed many small towns, and a
large number of villages, but only at one Station could we hear of any
Missionaries bheing resident. They belong to the Methodist Society. A\t
another Station there is a Colporteur!  Forty miles from Gorakhpur, at
Basti there is a CMLS, School under a native master. Between Gorakhpur
and Patna, a distance of 150 miles, we were told there are no Missionaries.
To the North of Patna there is a large and  densely popuiated
district almost wholly  neglected. Tirhoot has two divisions,  In the
Muzzaffarpur portion, which is 96 miles long, and in places 48 wide, with
more than 2,300,000 souls, there are said to be only two Missionaries, onean
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American, and the other a German.  No Fnglish Socicty is doing any-
thing for these people. In the Dharbhangah division, which is larger
both in extent and in the number of people, there is no Missionary !
In both these crowded districts heathenism and superstition hold sway,
and i both the women and girls are entirely without any mceans of
learning of Christ. There are a few linglish residents who would very
gladly welcome the presence of ladies to work in the Zenanas, &, and
who have often promised help to any who may go.  Our Socicty is
making arrangements to commence Zenana work at Muzzalfarpur 1D.V.)
in the \utumn ol 1899. But muck more is nceded,  We have often
pleaded for this, the most neglected part of India. The whole district is
about the size of lingland, and has a population of about 24 millions,
Bevond the feeble efforts mentioned above, only the southern [ringe has
as vet been touched by Missionary effort. Ttis as il we tried to Ivangelise
ngland by sending hall a dozen workers to Portsmouth, an equai
number to Southampton, and two to Leeds, and cxpected them to win
the whole country ! [Tow long is this, the most destitute part of India, to
be thus neglected by God's people, and the oft-repeated call for help to
remain unheeded ?

The Committee have arranged that when Miss Poynter returns to
India after furlough, in the Nutumn of 1899, she shall be assigned (1).V)
to Muzzafarpur.  We hope to send some new Missionaries with her, and
thus make a beginning. But we long to be able to da mae/e more for
Behar, and  pray  that many who read of its
destitution  and  necds miay be led to offer
themscelves, or to give of their substance, for the

Lord's work in this sadly neglected territory.




MISS LORBEER AND TEACHERS AT GHAZIPUR,



GHAZIPUR.

FEAZIPUR is a town of about 33,000 inhabitants,

situated on the banks of the Ganges, .4y niles

cast of Benares, When going there | had o
wait two hours at a junction. .\ lrge, fine-
looking  dooly was waiting on the  platform,
in charge of four men. When the traim
arrived, awell-dresssed voung Mohammedan
man alighted from one of the ordmary car
riages, and took the men with the daooly
to the Zenana carriage to take his wite out
A sheet was held up to prevent even her
dress being seen as she left the curase
enter the dooly. T owatched  to <ce Dur
taken away.  Instead of leaving the station,
the men simply carried the dooly aeross
the platform to another train, where the
cloth was agam held round 1t whilse the
fudy ot out wnd  entered the e,
What a miscrable tyranny  this purdah syvstem must be! Ane B
entirely such sceclusion must stultify and paralyse all @ woman's 15 he
powers, and the God-given influence which she is imtended to use tor the
benefit of others. .\ few days Tater, at the mornimg <ervice in Luceioag,
a native lady played the Nmerican organ, sitting amongst and leading
the choir, her husband standing at her side and inding the places, This

was the liberty of the Gospell What a contrast between the two syvstoms !
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The Rev. HL Lorbeer, of Gossner's German  Mission, has laboured
here 32 years. lle is a man of deep picty and of robust common sense.
Tis congregation numbers over Geo, nearly all of whom have joined
during the time he has been there. Most are cultivators.  Instead of
leaving their homes when they become Christians, as many do, he requires
them to remain in their villages and to continue their agricultural labours.

There are large Orphanages, one for boys and onc for girls, which
were full owing to the Famine.  Both are ncarly scell-supporting. Al
assemble in the open air at daylight for prayers. The boys then go to
work in the ficlds. They grow the corn needed for the whole Mission, and
keep o large vegelable  garden in excellent order. The girls look after
poultry. a considerable sum being realised by the sale of fowls and cggs.
They also make the clothing for the boys, as well as their own, and cook
the food, all according to native fashion.  Mr. Lorbeer insists on all caste
notions being abandoned, and requires them to do whatever is needed,
and to be generally uscful. Some are trained as servants, and are in
great demand.  One who was brought into the Orphanage when quite
young is a most uscful helper in the work.  Ile makes up the medicines
in the Dispensary, prints notices of mecetings, &c., looks after the tents
when in camp, waits at table, and, if needful, acts as cook!  This, again, is
the effect of Christian liberty in a land which for centurices has been under
the bancful thraldom of caste!  Such cases are not numerous.  But where
found they have a powerful influence for good.

Miss Lorbeer is in charge  of the Zenana
work.  The teachers and o Bible women here seemed
to be  particularly nice, and the Prize givings in
the two  Schools  most enjovable. The  hitde
girls  were  so bright and  merry, and  much

delighted  with  their presents,




3 MALEGAON.

RATLWAY journey of rather more than 24 hours from
Allahabad to Munmar, followed by a drive of 24 miles in o«
tonga, brought me to Malegaon, in the Naxik district, Bombay
Presidency. The road is usually thronged with carts, drawn by

bullocks, bringing the produce of the district to the railway, or

taking merchandise back.and by large numbers of people walking
to and fro.  But now all was changed. The Plague had hrought the trivle
of the district almost to a standstill, and during the whole distance of 24
miles we only saw three or four carts and perhaps 20 people ! The
country was bare, rocky, and most uninteresting.  Here and there were
large stones smeared with red paint, showing that they were worshipped.
Very few of the idols near the roadside had any pretence of being carved
images. They were simply picees of rock Iving on the ground, s we
neared  Malegaon we came upon large numbers of straw huts, at fiest
detached from cach other in the ficlds or on the river bank, and then in
regular lanes like a town of straw.  Government were ighting the Plcue,
and orders had been given that the whole of the people; mere than 200000

in number, should quit the town!  Tmagine what it mnst mear thus to



remove at a few days’ notice such a number of men, women, and children

rich and poor; old and young, strong and weak

and to provide temporary
accommaodation for them ! What a task for the officials, and what a trial
for the people! But it was done, and done promptly, and as we walked
through the silent, deserted streets it resembled a city of the dead. A1l the
shopsand houses were closed. Ivery house in which Plague had appeared
was marked with a cross, and in some streets these fatal signs were
numerous,  The houses had been cleaned and whitewashed, and part of
the rools taken off to admit the sun’s rays, and thus check the spread of
the discase germs, Severe as these measures were they were necessary,
and the poor people were resignedly making the best of their circum-
stances. Many are weavers, and were carrying on their work as well as
they could in the open air.

The C.ALS. Missionary in charge, the Rev. 1% Go Macartney, was an
old college friend, and with his wife gave me a most hospitable reception,

[t was Saturday.and there

s ) was a prayer meeting in
> A the cvening at which |
was  asked to gnve a
AMissionary address,

We have a band of
village  Evangelists
stationed here who work
under  the  superintend-
ence of Miss Clark. But
the Plague had for the

time brought their
ordinary  dutics  to a

standstll; and Miss Clark
and  Miss  Tulcher  had

MISS CLARK IN THE MISSION TONGA.

been spending  most ol
their time in the Plaguc Hospital. - Government had no nurses  lor
these outlying  Stations, and  there would  have been no one 1o

nurse except the men who are employed to look after the patients,
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il our Missionaries had not thus nobly volunteered.  Miss € ara
at the time had thirtcen operation cases in her care, besides  the
number of new  cases coming . For some time there had heen
17 or 18 attacks daily. At the time T was there the Furopean Doctor
was lying in a most precarious state with Plague. Another doctor whoin
I mct told me the only thing that could save his life was cood nursin
By dint of the most constant care on Miss Fulcher's part he recovered
Much was said in praise of the devotion and kindness to the sick shown

HOUSES VACATED BECAUSE OF PLAGUE.

in Bombay by the Nuns, both Romish and Anglican. They were tully
entitled to it. But so far as T know the equally devoted and self-sacrincing
<fforts of our Protestant Missionaries in these difficult, outlying Stations,
have been passed over i osilence. This is not an unusual expericiee,
but is it right?

At the morning  service, on Sunday, the native Pastor, the Rev

TLucas Malobar preached.  There were 12 baptisms, the fruits of the Ladies
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work, viz.; 6 men, 3 women, and 3 children. T was asked to baptisc them,
and Mr. Macartney received them into the Church, In the afternoon 19
men, 12 women, and a few children, all apparently very poor and
ienorant, gathered  for Sunday school, at the Zenana Mission THousc.
Some were preparing for baptism. .\t the cvening service, which is in
Iinglish, T preached. The congregation was composed of the Missionaries
and some native Christians, and oxe lady representing the Station people.
The rest—IEnglish officials, were playing tennis, quite regardless of the
one Lnglish service, which is held so that they may not be without the

means of grace.

MISSIONARY AND SOME CHRISTIAN WIDOWS> AT MALEGAON.
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NASIK.

g LIS Tlindus regard Nasik as a place of special interest a:

holiness. The river Godidvery, which rises about 3o mites

"_\\)\,\, :1\.\‘;1_\'.' turns abruptly to the south, and after running in that
));J direction for about a mile, again turns suddenly to the cast
24 . . . .

n/ Here on both sides of the river, but chicefly on the right or

south-castern bank, is built the town of Nasik,  Nceording oo
tradition it is a place of extreme antiquity, and the numerous temples and
shrines on the river side are visited by great numbers of pilgeims. Th
resident population is nearly 30,000, but at the Melas the numbers o
far larger.

Here agamn 1 found the ordinary Mission work paradyscd by oth
ravages of the Plague, and our Missionaries devoting theiv tinie
thoughts chicfly to the care of the sufferers. \gain, asx at Madegawon,
passed through street after street of empty houses, and on every side the
fatal marks that recorded caxes of Plague. In one street 1 ocounied -
housces in succession thus marked, and in another 130 Tt scemed as il
destroying angel had passed through the town. And vet it was saidd
Nasik had escaped better than some other towns ! There were the ~ame

Jong rows of huts--street after strect of straw =long, narrowend hist’s
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constructed.  The people were closely huddled together, and there were
the same signs of patient resignation to their lot as at Malegaon.  Only
here the numbers were larger.

Our Zcenana Misston House was unfortunately  condemned as «
suspected place. Rats were found in it dead, and as this is one of the
premonitory signs of approaching plague the Doctor immediately ordered

TEMPLE AND BATHING GHAT ON THE GODAVERY NASIK.

it to be vacated. The roof was off when I saw it! Miss Tarvey, who
has charge of the Zenana work is most highly respected, and  has
wonderful influence amongst the people. T saw very little of her
unfortunately,  She was nursing in the Plague Hospital, and could not
spare much time.  She has as a helper a young Parsi convert, Mary Bai,
who was baptised about three yearsago  She belongs to a good family, and
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has had to give up everything for Christ's sake. When a baby, she had o
Christian Ayah,  This poor woman endeavoured to instil the lTove of
Christ into the mind of her infant charge, and although she left the chitd
before she was nine years old, the timpresstons made were never loss
Mary Bai constantly longed to be a Christian, but not untit <he was 23
yvears old was it possible for her openly to confess her faith i Christ by
baptism.  She took me over the chief places in the town, and to <ce the
housc in which the principal School is held, but of conrse it was noe
closed and the children scattered.  Then 1 was able to accompany her v
a recently established  leper camp. 1t was not then a llome
and  hardly a camp—only a rough frame work of timber, with
neither walls nor roof because the plague work had interfered i
made it impossible  to provide  for  the lepers  as  they  wished
Ultimately, Miss Tarvey went to Bombay, and begaed money with which
she has since built a Tlome for them.  But we found 32 poor creatures
suffering rom the terrible discase. There were small huts in which the
women slept. The men had as yet no shelter, and all complained of the
cold.  Ivery day Mary Bai went to take them food, and to attend to
them, and it was a lesson in the practical fruits of Christianity: when
rightly received to sce this well bred Parsi lady, without any <how o
patriotism or favour, going gladly and joyfully amongst the pitiable
objects here gathered under her care. The poor creatures were grateful,
but begged hard for better shelter. We took two of them who could
walk fairly well with us to a bazaar, and bought tham some biscuits, sucet-
meats, &c,, with which all were greatly delighted. The Leper Tome has
now become a regular part of the work here, and calls forth owr decpost
sympathy.

The Rev. \oand Mrs, Manwaring

g, of the CMLS, L‘in(ll_\' Fecels ol e
as their guest at Sharanpur. The Christian village is neat and we't Lot
and the boys and girls in the Orphanages, about 120 in number, are well
cared for. Mr. Manwaring is very practical, and takes mueh troubie in
censuring that the boys have a thorough industrial training. Good work
is donc in the carpenter’s shop. It was to this village that negroes who

had Dbeen rescued from slave dhows were formerly broucht Dlere
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Livingstone came to get the “ boys™ who accompanied him on his last
Jjourney, and here Jacob Wainwright the faithful negro Christian servant,
who brought Livingstone’s body to England, was trained.

The experience of the last night 1 spent at Nasik was tragic in
the extreme.  During the day  the
wind  had risen almost to a hurri-
cane, and when  evening  came the
poor people in their straw huts were
unable to light lires for cooking lest the
huts should be burned.  Their custom
is to cook in the evening, and take the
chief meal of the day then.  But that
night they had to retire hungry.  Faney

20,000 to 30,000 people so situated! L5

But about 9 p.am. it began to rain in
91 S

torrents.  Until midnight it came down

in - a regular deluge. Miss Harvey

cone to bed after a very heavy day in the Plague Tospital

had Just ¢

She was in no way responsible, but only a voluntary helper: yet
she at onee rose and started off to the Hospital a quarter of a mile
away. She found that all the men who were employed as attendants
haed gone away to seek shelter, leaving the poor patients without help or
attention, in the dark, and with the cold, pitiless rain beating down on
many of them through the rents in the vroof. The TTospital was composed
of 6o small huts, made ofa kind of straw matting, many of which had suffered
in the gale. She hunted the men up, and kept them and her own servants
at work. AL might long did that devoted EFnglish lady exert herself,
woing from hut to hut, trying to get the patients into sheltered places, and
to procure dry clothing and blankets for them, and taking them hot
drinks; and then when she had finished at the Hospital going across to
the segregation camyp to give the same welcome help to the people there.
One shudders to contemplate the sufferings of that awful night if these
helpless mvalids had been left without the aid this Christian Missionary

lady gave, moving about as a ministering angel, and bringing words of
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cheer and hope together with the best material comforts it was in her
power to procure.  Personally, I could not go into the camp in <afety
There was nothing to be gained by it, and as 1 was so soon to embark on
a oand O. steamer at Bombay it would have been wrong to run necdless
risk of carrying infection on board. At nine next morning I went to hid
Miss Tarvey good-bye.  She came out of a hut Tooking worn and weary,
her hands filled with wet clothing she had just taken off some of the
people, and which she was hanging in the sun to dry. She called to Mr<
Manwaring and me not to come too near, and not to stand in the line of
the wind, and there we shouted to cach other our last messages. 1 left
her, feeling that her work was heroie, and was not surprised o reecive a
letter some time afterwards from an experienced Missionary of the C.MLS,
in which he said “ No one has ever had such an influence with the peaple
of Nasik as your present Missionary, Miss Harvey”  May God's richest
blessing rest upon her and her devoted fellow labourers,




\
‘ OON is an important civil and military station
119 miles to the South-Fast of Bombay, with a
population, including the cantonments, of about

130000, [t is situated about 1850 feet above
the level of the sca, and hence has a good climate, and from July to
November is the scat of the Government of Bombay-.

The CALS., Free Church of Scotland, and American Mcethodist
Ipiscopal Socicties have Missions here, and it is also the head-quarters
of an Australian Mission.

The Misses Bernard, of the Ifree Church of Scotland Mission, are
doing valuable work amongst the women. 1 was very sorry 1 could not
spare time to visit their Hospital. We have no Iinglish ladies engaged in
Zenana work here, but have for many years given a grant to Mys, Sorabji
towards the cost of her schools in which upwards of Goo children were
being taught. 1t was delightful to sce this Indian lady with two of her
daughters conducting such good work, and doing it so well.  Fyerything
had the mark of thoroughness and cfficiency. The Victoria Tligh School
is the most important and advanced.  The class of pupils is good and is
composed chicfly of Europeans and Parsis. The work in the upper
standards was excellent. In the infant department Miss Susic Sorabji
vave an extremely able kindergarten lesson on astronomy.  The littde
ones answered awell, and showed that they had acquired a wonderful
knowledge  of the clementary  facts of  this diflicult  science.  The

Mohammedan School is for a poorer class of children. There were 43
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present, all in good order. The Scripture questions were ainswered well
They much need more accommaodation, as the room is far too <mall,
and this hinders the growth of the School. We next visited the = ragged ”
School, where we found 113 Marathi children crowded into a hittle room
only targe enough for half the number.  During my visit the Prize giving
for the Hindustani, Anglo-Vernacular, and Ragged Schools took place.
It was held in the open air in the
compound in front of  Mrso Sorabp's
house.  lags had been hung across
from the 1igh School building to the
dormitory, and plants and flowers placed
around.  The decorations were bright
and the scene when all the children
were assembled in their various enloured
saris, and a number of Furopean and
Indian visitors sat facing  them, was
extremely prettye

A pleasing incident had recently
occurred which shows the influence ut
the Scripture teachmg given in the
Schools.  In one, cach child was asked
to bring some object mentioned in the
Bible, and to write aut a text m which
the object chosen is mentioned. They
were little heathen children, and Tued

no concordances or helps such s

A YOUNG WIDOW AS CRUSHED Iinglish children can use  And v s
BY HINDUISM.

much  more  difficult 1o scarch o
texts in Bibles printed in the Moy
character than in Fnglish.  But they succeeded. Nmongst therm s
a little boy about nine years old. Ile brought the idol hes bl
previously - been taught 1o worship -a small Smage with three
coloured figures on it representing Ram, Laks<hman and St and o0 the

back he had pasted a paper with the following texts written oy



clearly in Marathi  Little children keep yourselves from idols”  » God i~
a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship ITim in spirit and
in truth ™! Mrs. Sorabji kindly cave me the idol, and it has since done
duty as an object lesson at meetings for young people at home.  ow
many more of the boys and girls of India might thus be led to  turn
from idols to serve the living and true God ™ if those who know and love
the Saviour would go in larger numbers

to teach them'!

During the Famine Mrs. Bruere, of
the Methodist Fpiscopal Mission, had
undertaken the care of a large number
of orphan boys and girls, most of whom

were brought from the Central Provincees.
She applied to the Z.B and M. Mission
for help, and three of our village Iivan-
velists were lent to her. One of these,
Miss Me Grotty, Z.53. and M. Mission, was

in Poona, helping to look after 140 boys,

We found the Orphanage empty. Owin

o
to the severity with which the Plaguce
had  Dbeen  raging, Government  had

ordered  scarch parties of soldiers o

visit every house morning and evening
cach day, and to remove all cases of
plaguce to the Tospital. - One morning,
on their rounds, they found three little

fcllows in the Orphanage  had slight A WIDOW AFTER THREF YEARS CHRISTIAN
TRAINING.

fever. Mr Fox, the Missionary in charge,
argued that it was not plague, and
asked that they should not be disturbed.  Children who have heen
suffering from starvation and exposure are anwmice and Hable to illness,
and low fever is most common in Indiie - But the doctor was peremptory
and urgent, and ordered the three hoys to be taken at onee to the Plague

Hospital, and all the remaining 137 to be kept in isolation in the segreza
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tion camp.  We found them there, living in two long rows of small straw
huts, three boys being assigned to cach. Nt the end of ten days adl were
allowed to return. The three who had been sent to the Tlospital had wot
had Plague, but yet they had been compelled to spend these wen days
there with disease and death all around.  The others had been removerd
and kept in the camp without sufficient cause.  What an upset and
expense for no purpose! What needless anxiety to the Missionaries in
charge!  Mr. Fox, whilst striving hard to do his hest for these poor hoys,
had been treated by the doctor with a brusqueness and severity quite
uncalled for. Tt was cevident, from what | learnt here and elsewhere, that
the natives were not acting without reason when they opposed  the
employment of the military in scarch work.  The great migority of those
thus engaged were as considerate as could be. But when an old and
experienced American Missionary was thus treated, it is no wonderthere
were complaints from the natives!

We saw Ramabai’s ome, for yvoung widows.  She had ieft for
America, and the 1lome was in charge of Sundrabai Power, a former
pupil of our High School at Bombay.  There were 140 widows, all <aid 1o
be Brahmins, and from about ten to twenty vears of age. They hive a
large, airy building, and were scated  in o classes, doing their Tessons,
This is only the smaller part of Ramabai’s good work. There = another
IHome, at Khedgaon, 4o miles away, in which 230 widows were hiving. In
it, Mr. Bruere, of the Mcethodist Mission had lately held special services
every morning and evening for a fortnight. They had been greatly hlessed,
and had led to quite a revival,many of the young widows having given them-
selves to the Lord. Tt was most refreshing to hear from Mr. Bruere how
prayer had been answered, and how much he had been cheered by the
manifest presence and power of the Toly Spirit during these mectings,

Lord Kinnaird visited Poona on his way from Madras, and was
able to see the work there. The Y.ALCAL had made preparations for
his arrival, and called a special mecting, which was largely atended,
when he had an opportunity of urging them to be true and faithiul in
their work for God. Tlis Lords<hip’s visit was greatly appreciated, and

gave them real help.
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A Talegaon, 4o miles nearer to Bombay, I lound the girls belonging
to Mrs. Bruere’s Orphanages. Miss Thompson and Miss Evans whom
we had sent to give help were in charge. There were nearly 100 orphans.
When fivst brought in, these poor girls were terribly emaciated and
discased. 7hesn, they were silent and sad, and only wished to be left
alone to lie about almost helplessly on the ground. Voo, as they romped
about the compound, chasing one of the Missionaries, or endcavouring to
catch one another, their merry laughter rang out as if the memory of those
sorrows had ceased to exist. They had not yet made much progress
with their lessons, but they could repeat some of the leading Gospel texts,
and sang several Christian hyimns, May God graciously grant  that
these poor children may becorme bright witnesses and carnest workers ie

1Tis serviee.




RATNAGIRI.

ITTLST waiting the arvival of Lord and
Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley at
Bombay, T was able to pay a hurried
visit to Ratnagiri, a coast town 136

miles to the south. Some  of the

previous journeys were trying, but this
surpitssed them alll T hurried 1o reach the jetty from which the steamer
started by 6.30 am.  \We were due to start at 7, but had to allow time for
medical examination.  Numbers of people were fecing from plague
stricken Bombay, and the officers said these steamers were taking a
thousand to twelve hundred people away cvery morning  There were
two medical men on duty, and a lady to attend to the women. A1l were
required to stand in tong rowsinside a shed whilst the examination wis
being made.  Soon after 8 it was finished.  The steamer wis not large,
but long and narrow, with a flat bottom. .\ very small space on deck was
roped off at the stern, where Twas able to stay with three or four others,
The whole of the rest of the deck was packed with people as closehy as
they could be squeezed together, whilst below the crush was cqualiy great.
There were no other Europeans on board---the captain, officers, engineers
and men were all natives. s soon as we got outside the Bay we turned
due south, with a heavy swell just on our broadside, and the steamer
rolling with a rapid roll until it was difficult to keep one’s scat. The
cffect on the Targe number of passengers need not be deseribedc T owas

never more relicved to get away from fellow tranettors! Aer abowt
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nineteen hours of this we reached Ratnagiri at 3 an, and had a long
distance to go in the dark in a small boat.  Then it was necessary agiun
to be medically examined, and as the doctor was at home in bed, and
some one had to go to call him, there was a further lesson in patient
waiting. 1 had to leave agan at 3 pam,
after a visit of only twelve hours, and the 7
rolling and  pitching  during the return
vovage were  frightful, and  had to be
cndured for twenty-one hours!

Ratnagiri is a most JTovely spot. Our
Missionaries there say they have by far
the prettiest Station of any belonging to
the Society. IFrom the high ground there
are most beautiful views of sea, and bays,
and inlets ; the low-lyving lands being at
the time covered with Tovely green crops
of rice and gracefully drooping palms)
mterrupted here and there by bare hills
or steep reddish rocks!  Streams of poor

women were hurrying in by the main roads,

carrying on their heads heavy loads of
straw, firewood, &, for sale. The poverty
i the district is great, and these poor creatures will carry one of
these heavy loads as much as ten to fifteen miles to the touwn,
and  there  sell it for threepence!  In vivid  contrast  with  their
hard lot was the idle, Tuxurious life which is being led by Theecabaw,
the late King of Burmah, who is now cxiled at Ratnagivi, and
pensioned by Government.  In front of his house he has a flagstaffl and
keeps up the little dignity he can by flying his (lag, and giving lttle boys
presents to do him homage! .\ wretched ©band” of about four briss
instruments in the grounds wearicd the passers by with its ludicrous
attempts at drawling out * [Tome, sweet home.” It scemed to be their
only tune, and was kept up persistently, perhaps as a consoling reminder

to the fallen king of byegone days!
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The population of Ratnagiri is about 12,000, but the people a1 the
Jdistrict number fully one million. Very httle is being done o hrin:
these people to Christe Tt is another of those needy and almost negicoted
parts which call for far more clfort on behalf of God's peaple. 1The
Americans have two devoted Tadies, Misses Jefferson and Minor, woriin
here at their own charges; and we have a band of four Fvangehists, whe
were sent there in response to an appeal from Miss Wildere or th
American Society. But what are these six devoted workers to aomid o
souls, scattered over a wide arca, and many of them difficult of aceess=
The spiritual destitution around is terrible. The nearest Christiin woork
inland is 120 miles away.  On the coast the 8. P.G. have a Mission 1o the
north which comes within about 6o miles. On the south there is nothing
till a small scaport called Vengurla is reached 86 miles away, and the
work there had only bheen commenced two or three months before, when
an American Missionary and his wife moved there. They appealed to us
for help, and we have sent them two of our Associated Fvangelists Our
Missionary band were happy in their work, and most united.  Peop'e
listen attentively, and some are impressed. but hitherto there has been
Jlittle manifest result. Our Mission here s all new since 1303wl the
Missionaries sent at the close of that year were fresh to India and had o
lcarn the language. Their joy o their work, real unity, and large
faith were most refreshing. But they pleaded hard for nore

helpers. Inthe whole district, mcluding Vengurla, we e

two  Missionaries, wornin.

now six, and the Americans
amongst the women.  But there s only one solitary
American to reach the men! 1< it any wonder that
results are small?2 There arca few nae
Christians at Ratnagiri, and with them we had g

happy tme of prayer and praisce.



BOMBAY.

< three last days in India were very fully occupied. On the
previous Sunday before going to Ratnagiri I preached in the
morning by interpretation at the CM.S. Marathi serviee
About 140 were present, and entered heartily into it. They

were [eeling the solemnising effects of the Plague, which was

very severe, about 200 or more dying from it in the
city every day. Trade was suffering badly: some of the ordimary
trains had Dbeen taken off in conscquence: many  Schools  were
closed, whilst the attendance at those still open was much reduced.
Dead  bodies  were  constantly  being  carvied  hurriedly  along  the
streets to the place of burning, and as we drove through the native
town the  numcerous  crosses marked  on the  doorways  or sides
of the houses bore witness to  the widespread  ravages and  deadly
character of the pestilence. We have mentioned in the introduction how
mercifully the native Christians connected with the various Protestiant
Missions were preserved during this outbreak, and how fully their trust in

God was rewarded. T visited the ground where the dead bodies were
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being burned. Tt was an awful scene, and made one realize as o
before what this terrible visitation mceant. Twenty-five Luge Gires won
burning, cach with wood built up in a square pile about four fect high and
throwing out heat Hke a furnace.  very few minutes men brought i
another corpse, and placed it on one side to wait s turn. Any relatives
or mourners who accompanied it sat in silence in one ol the long sheds a
the side to watch.  “There was no service or religious ordinance whateyver
As we drove away in the darkness the sky was lighted up from these
fires as if by large ironworks.  What a tale of sorrow and desolation was
behind all this! The greatest proportion of attacks was amongst th
men. How many poor widows were being reduced 1o poverty by the
death of the breadwinners, and to the cruel lot of widowhood which i~
here so hard ! How many orphans left without home or friend<! The
sufferings of India during these memorable months constitute o pathetic
appeal to us to be more carnest in prayer, and more definite inosell
denying cffort to send them that Gospel, which alone can give them the
peace and comfort they so greatly need.

These last days were seized upon by our Missionarics for a <eries of
Prize-givings at the Schools.  First came that at the CMS0 Girls

Boarding School

There were  about
;0 present  Jall
natives:, of whom
37 were  boarders,
the  daughters  of
native Christians,
There should have
been 140, but many
were  still away
owing to the Plague.

l.ord Kinnaird

presided, and -

dressed the children,

and also the friends

TENEMENT HOUSE IN BOMBAY, IN WHICH THIRI WERE TORTY FIVE
CASES OF PlLAGUE



ho were present. Mr. Pecl, of the CALS, read the report. Miss
Morley also gave the girls a nice address, and  then  distributed
the prizes, after which T spoke. Miss Tlarris, of our Zenana Mission,
who ix in charge, is doing a good work here. On Sundays, after
the =ervices of the day, the girls assemble with their teachers in Mr. Peel’s
drawing-room, and about an hour is spent in singing, the girls them-
<clves choosing most of the hymns from Sankey's  collection,  and
evidently entering into them with zest. It was delightful to hear the
st line given out of one and another of our home favourites, and to sce
that, as with us, those were most liked which tell most fully the sufficiency
of Christ, or express the soul’s gratitude for Tlis great Salvation.  \s
we closed with prayer one felt what a totally different atmosphere it was
for these little girls to that in which the great mass of their sisters in
India were spending the Sabbath, and how unique Christianity is in its
power to clevate and to do good.

The next Prize-giving was at the Khoja School, and was peculiarly
pleasing. The Khojas were originally indus of high caste, but became
Mohammedans, and are very exclusive, enforcing the Zenana rules with
much strictness. But Miss King has won her way amongst many of
them, and her School for little Khoja girls is doing excellent work.
Mague had largely reduced their numbers, and as it was the first time the
chool had been visited by gentlemen there was some doubt as to how
many would brave their presence. We were grcatly cheered therefore to
tind no less than 83 present. two or three being girls of cleven or twelve
vears, but the rest smaller. Their dresses were a blaze of colour.  Miss
Morley compared them to a bed of variegated tulips ! They were wearing
most handsome silks, and all the colours of the rainbow scemed o be
there inevery variety of shade, whilst some had beautiful jewellery and
cold Dbraidwork.  The cffect was  exceedingly pretty.  Stll more
surprising was it that scveral handsomely dressed Mohammedan ladics
braved the presence of the gentlemen, and came! They were former
pupils, and were now there to scee their own children receive prizes,
<howing how the influence of the School has tended to give them greater

Tecdom in their lives. Some of the teachers had Lately been lost through
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the Plague, and two of these old pupils, young marricd Mohammedan
ladics, actually volunteered their services, and wert helping to take the
classes until new teachers could be obtained.  The children sang severi
hymns nicely. Then came  their Sceripture recitations,  which  were
exceptionally good, most of the 14th chapter of St John, part of the
Scrmon on the Mount, the Ten Commandments, and other passages heing
correctly and casily repeated by the whole school.  Lady Kinnaird i e
the prizes,and we hurried away, thankful that God disposes the parents
to send their children, and that these little Mohammedan girls were
lcarning so much about our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Next we found our way through some of the worst plague spots to
the two Beni-Isracl Schools.  These “ Sons of Israel ™ are an interesting
people, who were driven out of Persia long ago by the Mohammedans,
whose religion they refused to embrace. They retained part of the
Pentateuch, and the Synagogue worship, but gradually Tapsed into some
heathen practices. Dr. Wilson, of the IFree Church of Scotland Mission,
took an interest in them, and induced them to give up these Tlinduo
customs.  In 1874 we commenced a School amongst them, which, under
the devoted care of Miss Trott and Miss Campbell, both of whom are
ardent lovers of Isracl, has prospered. Two years ago a second School
wits opened in another part of the city. Plague was raging all round, and
their numbers had been reduced by it but there were over one hundred
children present incach School. The buildings coutd hardly be more
unsuitable. They are lofty native housces, in narrow streets, with smad
rooms, and plenty of steep stairs. Many more children coutd be taken,
and far better work done, and that under more healthy conditions, it we
had money to purchase a site and creet a proper School building. These
children come from poor homes, and were clad accordingly,  The heat
and closeness were very great. Yet these two devoted Missionaries
endure it day by day, and year by vear. Miss Campbell hadd not been
home on furlough once during her cleven yvears' work amidst these
swrroundings ! There were a few small boyvs in the Schoots, Tt was nice
to hear = Al hail the power of Jesu's name ™ heartily sung by these

Israclites. The 137th Psalim, = By the rivers of Babvlon we sat down ad
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wept,” was plaintively and sweetly sung in Hebrew by some of the older
girls, and some other psalms and hymns in both Hebrew and Inglish.
It is evident the testimony to Jesus as the Messiah is winning many of
these children, and the cffect is not confined to thaemn, for some have been

the means of bringing their parents to the Missionaries for further

A STREET SCENE IN BOMBAY.

teaching.  One little boy was there who recently gave two remarkable
answers for an Israclite to Miss Trott. She asked the questions again,
whilst we were there, and we heard the replics. When speaking to them

about the Sceond Coming of Christ, she asked, * AWhy when Jesus comes
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back again, are there to be new heavens and a new carth ™ The little
fellow answered, * Because this carth has been polluted by sing and the
greatest sin of all was that it was guilty of drinking in the blood of the
Messiah.”  “ But why,” asked Miss Trott *must there also bhe new
hcavens 2”7 After a few moments pause the little lad replied, » Because
the heavens looked down and witnessed the dreadful deed, so that they
also arc polluted, and must be made new.”  Miss Trott assured e the
first time he gave her these answers they were entirely his own, and he
had not been prompted to them.  We left these two Schools with a feeling
of thankfulness that our Socicty is permitted to share in work amongst
God’s ancient people.  Nothing is as yet being done for the mwen, and
there is great need of a Missionary to specially go amongst them.  But
our two ladies are doing good service faithfully amongst the women and
girls, and God is blessing it.

A visit to the “ Moncey School ™ of the CALS, where upwards of 200
boys arc being taught. and of which Mr. Jackson is the principal: a
drawing room meceting at a large house on Malabar THI at which Tord
Kinnaird was the chief speaker: and a pleasant cvening at the Iligh
School, at the close of which [ gave a short devotional address to the
Missionarics and teachers, completed the duties of this happy but busy
day-.

We were especially struck in Bombay with the varied character of
our schools—some for the rich, others for the very poor—-some for those
who arc accustomed to the purdah, others for girls who know no such
restrictions—some  for  Ilindus, another for Mohammedans, two  for
native, dark-skinned Israclites, and one in which no less than cight
different nationalities or faiths were represented, the greater number heing
Europeans, and many of them of good family.  This is the Thgh School.
[t was established to provide a good cducation for Fnglish girls, who
otherwise would not, at the time, have been able to get the teaching they
needed except from the Nuns at the Convent Schools. Ttowas fele tha,
if these girls could be brought under definite Fvangelical imluence, their
knowledge of native languages, character, cte., and the fuct that they crow

up accustomed to the climate, would it them to bheeome useful Christian
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workers.  The mixing of so many Furopean girls with others from good
native familics wonld also be of great benefit to the latter. Thus there
arc in the School, English girls and Furasians, Jews, Parsces, Hindus,
Mohammedans, Goanese, and native Christians. 2\ number of these
last are young women who are being trained to be teachers, and who gain
their experience by conducting the smaller classes.  We have previously

NATIVE CHRISTIAN GIRLS UNDER TRAINING AS TEACHERS IN THF
HIGH SCHOOIL, BOMBAY.

mentioned the progress of this School under its present most able and
¢flicient Principal, Miss Kimmins, and equally competent Viee-Principal,
Miss dge.

The Prize-giving was held at the Town Tall, when a large number of

Furopean and Indian gentlemen and ladies asscmbled.  Sir Andrew
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Wingate, K.C.S.L, CLE, who was, at the time, the head of the Plague
Commission, presided, and the Reve WO Gl Peel read the Report. The
programime was long, and, in somce respects, difficult.. But the airls
acquitted themselves extremely well; Lord Kinnaird expressed in very
warm terms his great gratification at what he had seen of the Schoo:
during his visit to it, and 1 had an opportunity of addressing the girls
and their friends, after which the Reve Dro MacKichan, of the Iree
Church of Scotland Mission, also spoke. The prizes were given by Lady
Kinnaird, whose presence with Lord Kinnaird and Miss Morley afforded
the most sincere pleasure to the Missionaries and also to the girls,

On the following day we Ieft for Ingland, deeply impressed with
what we had scen, thankful for what God s doing, but MORE TIAN
EVER CONSCIOUS OF THE GREAT, TIHE TREMENDOUS NERD OF MORE
WORKERS IN TIHIS VAST FIELD.

HOMEWARID BOUND.
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‘ IMPRESSIONS.

HI visit of Lord and Lady Kinnaird and Miss Morley cave true
pleasure and much cncouragement to the Missionaries at the
places visited. At a time of such exceptional vial, when famine
and plague had added so greatly to the anxictics of their work,

it was most helpful to have the sympathy and warm interest of

such welcome visitors. And the fact that they Teft the ordinary
routes taken by strangers, and occupicd thetr time, not in ~ceing the
great sights of the land, but chicily in sceking out the patient totiers in
the Lord's service, and endeavouring to cheer them i their labours,
added to the appreciation of their visit.

In the previous chapters we have recorded the experiences which
were of most interest in our visits to the various Mission Stations, o
have endeavoured to stimulate others by a record of those facts which
gave the greatest encouragement Lo us. We have not dwelt o much on
the obstacles as on the indications of progress. lovery Christian worer
knows that there are difficulties and disappointments in il work for God,
and in India there are added the special hindrvances arising frem caste,
custom, ignorance, superstition, and  priestly power. But the reatest
obstacle of all is the apathy and indifference caused Dy the bt view
which is taken of sin. The worship of gods who are immerdsand (he
regards paid to such vicious beings as the highest examples for men,
have impaired and blunted the national conception of ~in. - The people
do not see its guilt, or realize its terrible evil There is no idea of o God

of holiness and truth. The gods Tie, and cheat, and deceive s and i turn
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may be deceived.  There is probably no country where the Missionary
feels more absolutely helpless in himsclf. The one great need of India
to-clay, far greater and more urgent even than that of labourers, is what
Dr. Pearson so well calls .\ New Pentecost.” s we think of the over-
whelming multitude -fully: 300,000,000 of immortal beings—sunk in the
power of sin and spiritual death, the question put by God to Iizekiel
arises, and we ask * Can these bones live?”  The reply is no, certainly
not, if we have only human agency for the work: but yes, undoubtedly,
il God gives the help of Tlis Holy Spirit. Tle alone can give life to these
multitudes, and cverywhere at Missionary prayer meetings we noticed
that the most carnest and oft repeated petitions of the Missionaries
themscelves were for a greater measure of the Holy Spirit’s presence.
In no way can the home friends of Missions give such real and timely
help as by constant, carnest, believing prayer for this Pentecost of power.

To the native Churches also this would give a much needed revival,
as they became sharers in the blessing. We heard miany regret the low
standard of spiritual lifc amongst them. Worldly critics are apt to scize
on any inconsistency they may discover, and from it to bring sweeping
general charges against the Christians as a body. On the other hand,
many home supporters of Missions imagine an ideal ol holiness, con-
seeration, and zeal, on the part of converts, such as is only met with in
exceptional cases. To form o correct judgment of the fruits of Missions
the Christians should e compared, not with the holiest and best Saints
in a land where character has been moulded and raised by centuries of
Bible teaching, but with the Teathen and Mohammedans, from whom
they have been gathered. I we do this we have cause for much thank-
fulness that as a rule, the Hves of the Christians are greatly improved,
giving cvidence of the Tloly Spirits work in their hearts, and leading
many of them to devote therr energies carnesthy towards doing goad
to others,

One of the greatest needs is the supply of good reading. N\ Targe
proportion of the Christians are educated, and unless they can get good
books are iable to form a taste Tor trashy or injurious ones. Do Murdoch

has heen the pioneer in the work of supplying Christian literature, and
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has for ncarly half a century done most valuable service. But beyond
school books there is in some languages a very limited number of works,
whilst cverywhere it would be well il weuck more attention could be given
to the preparation of good, healthy reading.

Another most pressing need is that of a larger number of Christian
teachers, especially in High Schools for boys. Whatever may have been
urged in favour of cmploying Heathen and Mohammoedan teachers o
take the sccular subjects in days gone by, the time has surely come to
make an carnest and adequate effort to get rid of them. "o great extent
it is said to be a question of money.  Ttome Committees =end out
Missionaries for cducational work, and maintain them m o well equipped
costly buildings, to tcach the young, and vet limit the grants for the
working expenses to a sum for which Christian teachers cannot be
obtained.  They get higher pay in government, radlway, or merchants’
offices.  May not this be a chiefl reason why converts from such schools

are so few?  Two or three Christian teachers amongst a much

LUl

number of non-Christians can, humanly speaking, do but littde. 1 the
non-Christians arc true Hindus or Mohammedans they will feel hound
to us their influence against Christ, and will seeret!y dig up the sced the
Misstonary has sown,  The results from Mission Schools will never be
satisfactory until more cffort is made, and more money allowed, for the
training of Christian young men as teachers,

Whilst writing we have received the CMS = North India Gleaner ™
for December, 13g8, and above the initials = C.G ind an wtic® (rom
which we quote the following remarks on this subject: “From all sides
the cery s heard : * What are we to do with our voung men?” A\t present
we do nothing. The Christian Chureh s growing, and we koo wi'l
UTOwW, . My year and hall experience at the Thigh Sehocl has
convinced me that Christian masters are absolutely essential. 1 hae oo
sympathy with the eryv that a0 good Tlindu s better than an inditerent
Christian.  I0 our Christian schools are to train up our Christian Luls o
be worthy members of Christ's Church, we must have them s by
Christian masters. Fven though the master’s Christianity: he ot ol a

very stalwart type, yet surely it is better that our voung hovs <houid be
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taught by once who bears the name ol Christ, rather than by one who
outwardly denies Tlim,  Christian teachers are necessary.”

On one subject T venture carnestly to sound a note of warning,
because it allects in no ordinary degree the future of the Tndian Christian
Church.  Sir Alexander Mackenzie, K.C.S.1, late Licutenant-Governor of
Bengal, has on more than one recent occasion spoken most seriously of
the influence which the spread of sacerdotalism has on Indian Missions.
He has justly complained of the large extent to which men holding
sacerdotal views have been sclected for Indian appointments. And he
has urged thar the only possible safeguard to the native Churches is to
be found in a closer federation of all the Fvangelical Jissions.

To me it =cems that the course suggested by Sir Alexander
Mackenzie is urgently needed, and should be adopted vithons delar.
There is much union of sympathy and goodwill amongst the Missions,
But hard-worked Missionaries have not time to give the necessary
attention to such a question as this,  Tlere  emphatically union s
strengthe The mfluence of  sacerdotalism on the  Indian Church -
growing, and i we sleep the enemy will not fail further to sow tares.
As the Christians gaimn independence, and the control of their own alfiirs,
the temptation to be on the side of the Officialzclasses, and o draw

towardsthe Churches in which they

worship, will e very great.  Every true

fricnd ol India T ' should use his in-
luence as far as may ’F{EZENANA | be to prevent  the
country being flooded ;: Wames WO A with Ritualism, whilst
a definite ceffort to ‘ \'ﬁ{({ IND! \ combine the  Fvan-
velical Agenciesmore ' ,«;;E:‘ , closely would go far
to guard against the K %";:‘f’_g!i-?’ " evils that threaten.
[ A
The \
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1887-8. 1897-8.
TEN YEARS’ GROWTH OF OUR MEDICAL WORK

CONCLUSION.

left  India with thankful hearts a~ we thought o the
character and progress of the work,  The advance i our an
Society has been steady and cheerings Tt has heen miost
rapid in the Medical Missions. During the decide 1887 o

1397 the otal number of patients treated at our Tosptads

and  Dispensaries increased from 26040 o 172330 the visits
to the Dispensaries rising from 3001 to 20,338, Looked au trees the
home point of view this ix @ very substantial and cheering vate o il
[t is an encouraging sign of God's gracious approval and of the ¢ codenens

ol those who support the work. But when we thinke of dhie e s
needs of the nearly 130,000,000 of Todia's worren, how <l o

all the agencies are! The Dufferin Fund takes the fead

of patients treated, their resources heing far hevend b
Missionary Societies engaged i this hranch of o K%

cevery ageney, Government or Misstonary, we helieve

2,000,000 of waormen have as yvet been able to obue e

during any one yvear. What an appaiiing amoin

and discase must be represented by such houres !« .
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what would be the condition of the women of
Furope if, i all that vast continent, only thosc
of T.ondon could obtain intelligent medical aid
in sickness, whilst  the rest were Ieft to the
blundering treatment of ignorant  quacks, or
the officious interference of untaught, super-
stitious nurses, we might form some idea of
the vast medical needs of Indian women to-day !

There is growth also in the Schools. Tt is
stfow, and can with difficulty be maintained.
In 1882 we had 1,060 virls at
31 schools, and 12 Christian
young women training to be
teachers.  In the Ofteen years
to 1897 the number increased to
350 girls in 21 schools, whilst

127 Christian young women

were  being prepared o be
teachers. Other Missions also
1897. 1882,

o T < e g 3 "
FIFTEEN YEARS' GROWTH OF OUR MISSION SCHOOLS. have grown. Vet whenwe

think of the 38,000,000 of voung
cirls in India of whom less than hall of one million are at school, we can
only gricve over the grand opportunity of winning voung hearts for
Christ which is being neglected, and which, if much longer unused, will
probably be lost for cever. Now  Christians may. il they willl get
practically  the  whole, or nearly the whole, education ol the  girl
life of India into their hands, and train the hature wives and mothers
of the fand in Bible truth,  Soox il we delay, other forces will
take  the field: and one of the grandest open doors  cever st
before God's people will be closed, because we neglect to respond o
His call and enter in,
At the present time plans are being matured for a very important
development of the Mission in the NP The fate Lady Muir was a

most zealous [riend of the Society, and took the deepest interest in all
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cfforts to cvangelize India’s women.  Sir William Muir, who is one of
our trcasurers, has generoushy undertaken to found an Institution to her
memory at Allahabad, for the training of a superior class of well-
educated native Christian women as teachers. The ownership ol the
Institution is to be vested in the C.MS. but they are to hold it on our
behalf, and the entire management and control  will rest with the
Cominittee of the Z. B. & M. Mission,
Another institution of a similar kind
to train Bible women and teachers of
humble rank for work in villages, is
to be founded as a memorial to Lady
Muir on bchalfl of the Committee
and other friends.  This has alrcady

becen  commenced  in temporary
’ FIFTEEN YEARS' GROWTH OF
THE ZENANA BIBLE AND
MEDICAL MISSION.

quarters  at  Benares, No more
ceffective assistance can be given than
that of fitting the people themselves
to take part in Missionary cffort.  If
cver India is to be won for Christ, 1t
must be mainly through the Iabours
of her own sons and daughters,
Expericnce shows that those who
have been  prepared under the
immediate care of Missionarics,

. /7
and have learnt their methods <77\

and standards of work from

close co-operation with  them,

become the most carnest and eflicient 1603,

helperse We ask for much prayer on behall of these two institutions,
There has been growth also in the Zenana and Village worke The

40 Missionaries and Assistant Missionaries of 1832 have incrcased to 138,

and the native teachers and Bible women from 93 to 207 <o that the

total number of labourcrs 1s now =lichtly more than oo, With deep

heartfelt thankfulness we praise God for this advance.
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And yet we think of the 150000000 of women in India, the vast
majority of whom are in utter ignorance of the Gospel, and have nothing
to meet their great spirntual wants but the follies and deceits of a vast
system of superstition and Iyving vanitics. \When will God's people at
home awaken to an adequate idea of the vast work to be done, and brace
themselves for it2 Who will go? Who will pray?  Who will give?
None should hold aloof. THERE 15 WORK FOR ALL. It has been well
said that ~ fevery belicver 0s needed if every nnbeliceer s to be reached.”
Our responsibility as a nation towards India is great. et us seek to
fulfil it more faithfully.  Let the attitude of cach one be that of David's
servants towards him. * Behold, thy servants are ready to do what-

socver my Lord the King shall appoint”- FL Sam. xv., 13

ZENANA MISSION SANATORIUM AT LANDOUR.





