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Part Tk,

FROM THE JUBILEE TO THE
NEW HOUSE: 1849—1861.



NOTE ON PART VL

THE two Parts comprised in Vol. IL cover twenty-four years, 1849 to
1872. The Author much regrets that this period was not divided into
three Parts, of about eight years each. As it is, the Parts are too long
and full, and the chapters overlap more than is desirable. For example,
the reader will find himself in the Revival period of 1860 at home before
he comes to events abroad ten years older ; and Dr. Pfander’s later work
at Constantinople has to be taken before his earlier work in India. But
there need be no confusion if the dates are carefully noted.

The first two chapters of Part VI. deal with the Environment. Many
of the events recorded in Chap. XXXIII., the Gorham Judgment, the
Revival of Convocation, &c., are the commonplaces of modern Church
Histories ; but those of Chap. XXXTIV., the new Evangelical Movements
and their effect upon the Church, although equally important, are
generally ignored. Chap. XXXYV. introduces the Personnel, as in
previous Parts. Chaps. XXXVI. and XXXVTI. also introduce persons
—the candidates from the Universities, and the Islington men—with
many biographical details. Then, in turning to the Missions, we take
New Zealand first, because we have to review Bishop Selwyn’s plans for
Church organization and the resulting controversies, thus continuing
certain discussions in Chap. XXXIITI,, the first in this Part.

The rest of the Part, comprising twelve chapters,is devoted to the
Mission-field. Chap. XXXIX., on West Africa, touches interesting
points, the interest taken by the Queen and Lord Palmerston in African
affairs, the efforts of H. Venn to promote industry and commerce, and
the brief episcopates and deaths of the first three Bishops of Sierra
Leone. Chap. XL. introduces the story of East African exploration ;
and Chap. XLI. the “ proselytism ” controversy regarding Bishop Gobat,
and the British relations with Turkey after the Crimean War.
Chap. XLIX. also touches political matters, in reference to China, the
T’aip'ing Rebellion, and the Opium Controversy; but Chaps, XLVIIL.
and L., on Ceylon and North-West America, are purely missionary.

But the six chapters on India, taken together, form one of the most
important sections of the whole History, including the great epoch of
Dalhousie’s Governor-Generalship (XLIT.), the conquest of the Punjab
(XLIV.), the Mutiny (XLV.), the Neutrality Controversy in both India
and England (XLV., XLVL); with the remarkable development of
Missions during the period, both in the North and in the South,
especially in Tinnevelly and Travancore (XLIIL); the work of Pfander
and French at Agra (XLIL), of Noble at Masulipatam (XLIIL), of
Leupolt and Long in the North (XLVIL); and above all, the thrilling
story of the commencement in the Punjab and on the Afgha.n Frontier
(XLIV.)y under the Lawrence:, Edwardes, Montgomery, &c.
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The Gorham Judgment and its Issues—Secession of Mannin.g to
Rome and B. Noel to the Baptists—The Papal Aggression—
 Attitude of C.M.S.—Movements for Revival of Convoca.tion——
Third. Jubilee of S.P.G.—Colonial Bishoprics.Bill—_Missxc:\nary
Bishoprics Bill—Attitude of C.M.S.—New Bishoprics—Bishop
- Gray and C.M.S.—Bishop Wilberforce’s Missionary Speeches—
The Universities’ Mission to Africa—~When should a Mission
have a Bishop ?—Bishop Mackenzie’s Consecration—His Death.

€ Wc-zlk about Zion, and go round about her.”—Ps. xlviil. 12.
¢ And Saul armed David with his armour. . . . And David said unto Saul,
I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them.”—1 Sam. xvii. 88, 39.

=y ROM the Jubilee to the New House.”—Such is the
N8| title given to this Sixth Part of our History. At
first sight it might seem that the mere moving of
the Society’s office to a house next door was not an
event of sufficient importance to mark the close of
one of our periods. But it has proved convenient to divide Henry
Venn’s thirty-one years’ Secretaryship into three periods; and as
the first naturally ended with the Jubilee, it was necessary to find
some point at which the twenty-four years between that celebration
and Venn's death could be suitably divided. The year 1861
would make an equal division ; and as no great epoch in missionary
history occurs about that time, the Society’s entrance into its new
House—the first that was really its own—in March, 1862, has
been adopted as sufficiently convenient for a dividing point. We
therefore now proceed to review thirteen years, from 1849 to 1861
inclusive, '

All writers on the Church History of the century agree that
this period was one of marked development on what are commonly
known as Anglican lines. But few seem to be aware of a
simultaneous development on distinctively Evangelical lines which
began in the course of the period, and has continued ever since.
Both these movements affected the Church Missionary Society
in different ways, and therefore call for some notice in the
present History. Two chapters are accordingly devoted to them.
But first we must just glance at two events which caused great
excitement at the time; for although they belong to neither
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Part VL. category of developments, they had some influence in both
1849-61. (directions; and they coincided with the opening of our period,
Chap.33. ,1d of the Society’s second half-century. These were the Gorham
Judgment and the Papal Aggression.
Jhe m The Rev. G. C. Gorham, formerly Fellow of Queens’ College,
Case. Cambridge, an Evangelical clergyman in the Diocese of Exeter,
was presented by the Lord Chancellor for the living of Brampford
Speke, in the same diocese. The Bishop, the militant Henry
Philpotts, examined him before institution upon his views on
baptism, and on the word ‘ regenerate "’ as used in the Baptismal
Service. The examination lasted six days, and at the end of it
the Bishop declined to institute him. Mr. Gorham thereupon
applied to the Dean of Arches for a monition requiring the Bishop
to institute. The Bishop pleaded Mr. Gorham’s unsoundness in
doctrine ; and the case was heard in the early months of 1848.
The judge, Sir H. J. Fust, took a year and a half to consider
the arguments, and then, in August, 1849, pronounced in favour
of the Bishop. Mr. Gorham appealed to the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council ; and the Court, consisting of six lay judges,
with the two Archbishops and the Bishop of London, reversed the
previous decision by a majority of seven to two, Bishop Blomfield
and one lay judge dissenting.
The day on which this final judgment was pronounced was a
memorable one in the history of the Church of England. The
The case was regarded as of supreme importance, and the decision
question  had been awaited on both sides with the keenest anxiety. As
Canon Perry says,* ‘the two great systems or conceptions of
theology were brought face to face.” Were the Sacraments
channels of grace absolutely or conditionally? Was regeneration
given in baptism, unconditionally and always, ex opere operato,
or was the word in the Service used hypothetically and subject
to conditions? Canon Perry adds, It was to be decided which
of these two views a clergyman was bound to hold ”’; but this
was not the case. Bishop Philpotts, indeed, contended that Mr.
Gorham was bound to hold the one view; but Mr. Gorham did
not raise the question whether the Bishop was bound to hold the
other: he only pleaded that his own view was consistent with
the Prayer-book, and that therefore he had a right to be instituted
to the living. The Dean of Arches, however, did adjudge that
the Church unequivocally taught * baptismal regeneration,” and
that Mr. Gorham was unsound; and great were the appre-
hensions of the Evangelical clergy. Were they -to be expelled
from the Church? Should they secede? The recent Disruption
in Scotland seemed to form a precedent for secession. Henry
Venn was prominent in the anxious conferences that took place.
His private journal at the time is full of notices of meetings
and consultations among the brethren. He prepared a private

* Student’s English Church History, Third Period, p. 274.
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paper, reviewing all possible contingencies, and proposing plans,
in case of an adverse decision, by which the Evangelicals should
cleave to the Church of their fathers until they were turned out.
Through the overruling providence of God, however, no such
contingency occurred. The Gorham Judgment proved to be the
charter of the Evangelical body in the Church. Not that their
doctrine of baptism, or their view of the Baptismal Service, was
formally adjudged to be the teaching of the Church. ¢ This
Court,” said the Judgment, ““has no jurisdiction or authority to
settle matters of faith, or to determine what ought in any par-
ticular to be the doctrine of the Church of England.” What was
decided was that Mr. Gorham’s views were ‘““not contrary or
repugnant ’ to the doctrine of the Church. Henry Venn in his
diary gives a graphic account of the scene at the delivery of the
Judgment. A dense crowd surrounded the entrance to the

- Privy Council Chamber, and when the doors were opened a great
rush ensued :—

“It was long before I could realize the solemnity of the scene after
the pressure and confusion we had endured. Lord Langdale read the
Judgment with great clearness and emphasis, and, in that part which
quoted the Burial Service, the recollection that those words had been on
the previous day pronounced over his brother Edward Bickersteth gave
a sacred interest to the reading.* . .. The various emotions depicted
upon the countenances reminded me of Raffaele’s cartoon of Paul
Preaching at Athens. My own mind was in a kind of trance at hearing
such sound and Protestant sentiments propounded by the highest
judicial authority of the kingdom. The Judgment was a more decided
and complete vindication of the liberty of our Church than I had dared
to hope for.”

It should here be added that although Evangelical divines
were all alike opposed to the High Church doctrine of uncon-
ditional ““ baptismal regeneration,” they were not entirely at one
in their own views; and two of the most prominent leaders in
this History were representatives of two lines of interpretation.
Edward Bickersteth, while holding strongly to the spiritual
doctrine of the new birth by the Holy Ghost alone, considered
that the Reformers, in the language of the Baptismal Service,
had used the word ‘“ regenerate” in a lower sense, as implyin
admission to the privileges of membership in the Visible Church ;
and justified this view by several examples in Scripture of the
twofold use of important words. Henry Venn, on the other
hand, in common with the majority of Evangelical writers,
considered that the Reformers used the word in the highest
spiritual sense, but sacramentally ; and his paper on the subject
is one of the ablest expositions of this view in a brief form that
has ever been put forth.} He argues that it is not true that

* Lord Langdale was brother of E. Bickersteth. Bickersteth’s funeral was
on March 7th, and the Judgment was given on March 8th.
T Printed in the Appendix to the Memoir of H. Venn, p. 479,
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the High Church explanation of the Baptismal Service is the
natural one, and the Kvangelical one possibly admissible but
rather forced; but that, on the contrary, having regard to the
whole structure of the Service, the High Church view is not
natural, not logical, ¢ not allowable.”

The excitement caused by the Gorham Judgment was intense.
Not only the Tractarians, but a large portion of the more moderate
Anglican school, were aghast. The time, it will be remembered,
was one of agitation and revolution on the Continent, while
England remained at peace; and a facetious Frenchman observed
that ¢ there was no revolution in England but the revolution of
le pere Gorham.” Protests burst forth from the clergy all over
the country; and the Bishop of Exeter publicly repudiated all
communion with Archbishop Sumner, who had concurred in the
Judgment. Although the Court had in no way condemned High
Churchmen, some of the Tractarians took the opportunity to join
the Church of Rome. Among these was Archdeacon Manning,
afterwards Cardinal. Manning was a clergyman of great ability,
eloquence, and influence, and he had formerly been strongly anti-
Roman. For instance, on November 5th, 1843, at a time when
Newman was all but gone, he preached, dpropos of the Gunpowder
Plot, what came to be known as his ¢ No Popery Sermon.” He
had been no Oxford recluse like Newman : he was indispensable
in great Church movements. His speech at the meeting that
started the Colonial Bishoprics Fund in 1841 was the most
powerful of the day.* So his loss was severely felt by many, and
not least by Bishop Wilberforce, who was his brother-in-law.
Wilberforee, indeed, had heavy trials to bear at this time. His
three brothers, his two brothers-in-law, his only daughter and her
husband, one by one all joined the Church of Rome.

One secession had previously occurred in the opposite direction.
On Christmas Day, 1848, while the Gorham Case was still
pending, Edward Bickersteth wrote in his journal, “The triumphs
of the Jubilee are accompanied by one humbling lesson to us all.
Mr. Baptist Noel has left our Church.” Baptist Noel had been
one of the most ardent of C.M.S. men, and his Exeter Hall speeches
for the Society, and his St. Bride’s sermon, have come under our
notice ; but he was never a strong Churchman, and at length,
just after the Jubilee commemoration, he joined the Baptists, and
published a book vigorously denouncing the Church as a State
Establishment. ¢ Most of the arguments,” wrote Bickersteth,
“would apply to the Divine ordinance of marriage. There are
s0o many unhappy marriages, and so many bad husbands and
wives : therefore marriage is very mischievous.” Noel’s secession

* Manning’s biographer says he used to speak for ¢ tie Bible Sociely for
Foreign Misstons,” and alludes also to the same Society as ‘“ for the Propaja-
tion of the Bible in Foreign Parls” and again as ‘‘ the Foreign Bible Society ”
(Life of Cardinal Manning, vol. i. pp. 117, 126, 220). Does he mean the
B. & F.B.S., or the 8.P.G.? :
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caused a sensation among Evangelicals little less than that of
Newman among High Churchmen ; but whereas Newman was
followed to Rome by a crowd of distinguished Tractarian clergy-
men, Noel took no Evangelical brethren with him. It was a
striking object-lesson as to which were the true English Church-
men.

The Papacy, indeed, had at this time high hopes of the
conversion of England; and hence came the second of the two
events that opened the period we are now reviewing—the Papal
Aggression. In October, 1850, the Pope, who had not long
before returned, under the protection of French bayonets, from
his retreat at (taeta to the Vatican, issued a Bull, creating an
archbishopric of Westminster, and twelve diocesan bishoprics
taking their titles from Liverpool, Birmingham, Nottingham, and
other important English towns. The new Roman Archbishop,
Dr. Wiseman, at the same time put forth a pastoral, dated
from ¢ the Flaminian Gate,” in which he spoke in triumphant
tones of ¢ Catholic England’ being ¢ restored to its orbit in the
ecclesiastical firmament.” An outburst of indignation arose in-
stantly from the whole country. Nothing like it, certainly, hag
been seen in England since. From the Tweed to the Lizard rang
the cry of «“ No Popery.” Great meetings were held everywhere
to protest against the «“ insolent and insidious” aggression of the
Papacy, as the Premier phrased it. For Lord John Russell,
seizing the opportunity to secure popularity for a weak Ministry,
put himself at the head of the agitation by inditing a vehement
letter to Bishop Maltby of Durham ; and in due course he intro-
duced the Heclesiastical Titles Bill into Parliament, forbidding,
under heavy penalties, the use of such titles as the Pope had
conferred. The strong opposition to this Bill, however, which
was offered by a resolute minority in the House, of whom Mr.
(Gladstone was one,* led to the Government altering the Bill until
it became obviously a mere brutum fulmen; and this it was that
occasioned Punch’s memorable cartoon of Lord John as ‘ the
naughty boy who chalked up ¢ No Popery ' and then ran away.”
Bishop Wilberforce, who supported the Bill in the House of
Lords, warned the Government that to pass a measure ** promising
much and performing little ” would only weaken the Church in
its contlict with ‘its subtle, powerful, merciless foe.” DBut the
emasculated Bill passed—and remained a dead letter. The Roman
Bishops took no notice of it, but quietly assumed their titles;
and nobody ever thought of prosecuting them.

It was not Rome only at which this Protestant uprising was
directed. The imitations of Roman ways in which the Tractarians
were indulging came in for their full share of indignant denuncia-

* Mr. Gladstone said, “ It wounds me as a member of the English Church to
see this rival hierarchy spread over the land. With the protests I sympathize.
But T protest also against all attempts to meet the spiritual dangers of the
Church by temporal legislation of a penal character.”
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tion. In the Durham Letter, Lord John Russell asked, ¢ What
is the danger to be apprehended from a foreign prince of no great
power compared to the danger within the gates from the unworthy
sons of the Church of England herself ? "—but declared that he
““would not bate a jot of heart or hope so long as the glorious
prineiples and the immortal martyrs of the Reformation” were
held in reverence by “a nation which looks with contempt on
the mummeries of superstition, and with scorn at the laborious
endeavours now making to confine the intellect and enslave the
soul.” And in many of the public meetings held, similar feelings
were expressed. It was at this time that the Rev. W. J. E.
Bennett, then Incumbent of St. Paul’s, Knightsbridge, afforded
the first prominent example of modern Ritualism at the new
church built by him, St. Barnabas, Pimlico. Bishop Blomfield
and Mr. Bennett were at open war all through the period of
the Papal Aggression agitation. The Bishop’s Charge in 1850
denouneed the innovations as ¢rendering the Church service
almost histrionic.” 1 really,” he added, ¢ cannot characterize
by any gentler term the continual changes of posture, the frequent
genuflexions, the crossings, the peculiarities of dress, and some
of the decorations of churches, to- which I allude.” He declared
that these things, as well as the more serious doctrinal errors
that accompanied them, ‘ prepared those who took a delight in
them to seek a further gratification of their tastes in the Roman
Communion.” Such persons had been “ led, step by step, to the
verge of the precipice, and then, to the surprise of their guides,”
had “fallen over.” At length Mr. Bennett resigned, and the
Bishops (March 29th, 1851) put forth an united pastoral con-
demning the introduction of Romanizing ritual. After the ex-
perience of the last half-century, we may safely say that this
pastoral, excellent as it was, proved as distinetly a dead letter as
Lord John Russell’s Bill.

The Church Missionary Society was appealed to by some of its
supporters, in the midst of this crisis, to present an Address to
the Queen protesting against the Papal Aggression, as a vast
number of other bodies of all sorts had done. To do this the
Committee declined. They always have declined, as a Society,
to take a direct part in controversial movements at home, however
warmly they may, as individual members of the Church, have
sympathized with them. But they issued a solemn and powerful
address to their own constituency, expressing deep thankfulness
for the Protestant spirit aroused in the country ; reminding their
friends that the same ‘‘ assumption and aggression ”” had been
directed by Rome against the C.M.S. Missions in various parts of
the world, especially against those that had been most successful,
in New Zealand, in Bengal, in Tinnevelly, in Rupert’s Land;
and appealing to them, *“ while giving expression to their views
in the way of public addresses and petitions,” to *“ guard against
the temptation to expend and exhaust their efforts upon an
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immediate pressing evil, so as to neglect a special opportunity of Parr VI.
advancing the cause of Christ.” ¢ Let them, as members of the 5549‘%}3-
Society, still keep in view the great missionary effort to which the ~"2P %
present crists calls and tnvttes us "—and these words, alone in the Neglectnot
whole address, which occupies five columns of the C.M. Fecord Tgionry
(March, 1851), are italicized. In the concluding words of the

Report presented in the following May, the aggressions of Rome Rome

in the Mission-field were still more powerfully denounced, and s, .
the hollowness of her missionary successes exposed ; while the field.
one point in which Protestant Missions suffer by the comparison

was, in conclusion, faithfully pointed out:—

“There does appear to be a greater readiness in the devotees of Rome Rome
to go abroad at her bidding to the Heathen. There does appear a Jot¢, .
comparative reluctance in the members of a pure faith to leave the example.

Church at home, and to labour for the Church abroad. Here is the
great want of the Protestant Missions—the want of men. . . . Inviting
fields of missionary labour in India, in Africa, in China, send forth their
loud cry to men of experience and talent, ¢ Come over and help us!’...
Oh that the Lord might put it into the hearts of many to offer them-
selves willingly to the work! Oh that He might pour down upon all the
Spirit of grace and supplication, so that they may give Him no rest till
He thrust forth labourers into His harvest!”

At the Annual Meeting at which this Report was presented, no
scruple prevented the speakers from expressing their feelings
very plainly. Even the gentle and always moderate President
himself spoke out on the subject of Rome’s aggression; while
Lord Harrowby, Bishop Carr, Francis Close, and Hugh Stowell,
roused the assembly to enthusiasm by the unshrinking Pro-
testantism of their addresses.

The vehement controversies of the time, on the Gorham
Judgment, the introduction of medieval ritual, and a third
matter, a little earlier in time, the appointment of Dr. Hampden
to the Bishopric of Hereford, led to one important event in the
history of the Church of England, the revival of Convocation. Movement
For one hundred and thirty years Convocation had been silenced. & romes.
It was regularly elected with every new Parliament ; it regularly tion.
met at the beginning of the Parliamentary Session, but was
immediately prorogued. ¢ A few clergymen, chosen they knew
not how, met two or three bishops they knew not when, and
presented an address to the Crown, for what purpose they could
not tell.” * But now, the revolt of the younger High Church-
men against the Erastianism that had reigned throughout the
Hanoverian period, together with their discontent with the Whig
ecclesiastical appointments and the virtual adjudication upon a
doctrinal question by a lay court, resulted in an agitation for the
restoration of the only legal assembly by which the clergy could

* Warren’s Synodalia, quoted in Perry’s Student's English Church History,
Third Period, p. 294
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make their voices heard in Church affairs. Immediately after
the Gorham Judgment, Bishop Blomfield brought a Bill into the
House of Lords, transferring cases affecting doctrine from the
Privy Council to the Upper House of Convocation. He was
defeated by 84 to 51; but it is surprising that so large a minority
should have voted for such a revolution. Only four bishops,
indeed, voted for it. Bishop Wilberforce was more astute. He
aimed at getting Convocation to move gradually within its
existing powers, taking one step at a time without attracting
much notice. How he sought to influence Lord Derby through
Mr. Walpole during the short life of the Conservative Ministry
of 1852; how he got at Lord Aberdeen, the Premier of the
Coalition Ministry of 1853, through the latter’s son, Mr. Arthur
Gordon; how he constantly stirred up Mr. Gladstone, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer; how he gently but persistently
tried to overcome the scruples of Archbishop Sumner, who above
all things dreaded the activity of the rising High Church party;
how he contrived to get leave for the two Houses to debate for
two days in November, 1852 ; how he struggled against opposing
influences in 1853 ; and how from 1854 onwards he succeeded
gradually in obtaining for Convocation the liberty of speech it
has enjoyed ever since, and on more than one occasion * letters
of business” from the Crown authorizing it to proceed to
action ;—all this is told in the Bishop’s own letters and journals
published in his Life.*

In a previous chapter we saw how free the Fvangelical leaders
before this time were from any prejudice against a revived Con-
vocation. The words quoted from Henry Venn’s celebrated
“ Appendix to the 39th Report,” and Franecis Close’s great sermon
at St. Bride’s in 1841, are decisive on this point.t The Christian
Observer, then the weightiest Evangelical organ, took the same
line, observing that “national establishment does mnot require
the obliteration of the Church’s spiritual functions.” ¥ But ten
years of growing sacerdotalism wrought a great change, and
while Bishop Wilberforce was using every possible means to
restore liberty of speech to the long-silenced Assembly, the
Record and Lord Shaftesbury were denouncing his proposals in
the strongest terms; the Christian Observer also now joining in,
though more mildly. Its new editor, John Cunningham, said,
“We are anxious rather to wait in hope than precipitately to
condemn.” § The fact is that every suggestion for giving the
Church as such, either in England or in the Colonies, some voice
in her own affairs, was regarded as an attempt to limit the
power of the State, to infringe the Royal Supremacy,| and to

* See also Perry’s Student’s English Church History, Third Period, chaps.
xvi., xviii.

+ See Vol. I., p. 387. 1 Chvistian Observer, October, 1842,

§ Christian Observer, September, 1854.

II The Evangelical leaders always strongly upheld the Supremacy. But they
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subject the laity to clerical, and especially episcopal, domina- Parr VI.
tion. At a great public meeting in November, 1852, to protest 5349—61-
against the revival of both Convocation and the Confessional CPhap-33.
—which, not quite fairly, were assumed to be parts of one

and the same movement,—Lord Shaftesbury, who presided,

said that Convocation meant priestly despotism, and that

priestly despotism would certainly use the Confessional as its

most potent engine. But, just before the meeting, he had
received a letter from Mr. Gladstone, entreating his co-operation

towards obtaining some -power of speech and action for the
Churclt, including the laity ; and perhaps it was this that led

the Barl to disclaim, in his address, any desire to object to

such a plan as that. Of course the real difficulty was, and Why laity
is, that the British Constitution assumes that Parliament vecation. -
represents the laity and Convocation the clergy, so that the
admission of the laity to the latter body would involve an
important constitutional change. It was to meet this difficulty

that Archbishop Benson, at a much later period, established the
voluntary and extra-legal House of Laymen. Meanwhile Con-
vocation did regain its vitality, notwithstanding all opposition ;

and a fair and unprejudiced review of the past forty years calls

for a frank acknowledgment that it has won for itself a position

that is respected, and that if it has not effected very much, it has

done some good and very little harm.*

‘While the Anglican party were thus vigorously pushing forward Anglican
the development of Church organization at home, they were not Missions.
unmindful of what they regarded as its necessary development
abroad. But before we notice their plans in that direction, let us
glance at an event which marked a distinct advance in their
migsionary zeal. This was the third Jubilee of the 8.P.G. Third

In previous chapters we have observed from time to time the Jubilee of
rapid rise of the venerable Society in vigour and efficiency.
Founded, as we remember, in 1701, it had celebrated its first
Jubilee in 1751, in the very middle of the deadness of the
Georgian period. Its second Jubilee, or Centenary, in 1801,

were not open to the charge brought against them by both Tractarians and
Dissenters, of looking to the Queen as “Head of the Church.” “She is
supreme,” said Hugh Stowell at the Anniversary of the Church Pastoral
Aid Society in 1851, “over all causes ecclesiastical; but she is not the Head
of the Church. That title was arrogated by Henry VIII., who was neither
more nor less than a Pope himself. IIe was no real Reformer. He died
a Papist. We give him over to Rome. He belongs to her, not to us. But
Queen Elizabeth refused the title. ‘It belongs,” she said, ‘to no mortal, to
none but Christ Himself.” My friends, we would never give our Queen, much
as we love and revere her, the title of Head of the Church. The Lord Jesus
Clrist alone is our Head.” Quoted in the Missionary Register, 1851, p. 372.

* 1t is interesting to observe that the Latin Sermon at St. Paul’s, at the
opening of the new Convocation in 1859, was preached by one of the most
decided Evangelicals of the day, a brilliant Oxford man, the Hon. and Rev.
Samuel Waldegrave, afterwards Bishop of Carlisle.
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fell when its own depressed condition was at the lowest. No
greater contrast can be conceived than between its position at
those two periods and the position to which it had attained when
the third Jubilee arrived. Its influence had spread all over the
spreading British Colonies; it was doing extensive work among
Heathen peoples also, especially in India; at home it had rallied
to itself the support of thousands of parishes; and it was
spending an income of some £90,000 a year. Moreover, there
was now a College for its candidates, not indeed its own, but
virtually at its service. St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury,
established largely owing to the liberality of Mr. Beresford Hope,
was opened in 1848. Assuredly there was abundant cause for a
thankful celebration of the third 8.P.G. Jubilee.

The original charter of the Society was conferred on June 16th,
1701. On June 16th, 1851, a special service was held in West-
mingter Abbey, when Bishop Blomfield preached, and five
hundred worshippers communicated. Next day the Jubilee
Meeting was held in St. Martin’s Hall; * and the Prince Consort
occupied the chair. It is interesting to observe that one of the
speakers was the President of C.M.S., the Earl of Chichester,
who thus showed his sympathy with the elder Society; and two
others were conspicuous C.M.S. men, the Earl of Harrowby and
Sir R. H. Inglis. The other speakers were the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Bishops of London and Oxford, the Duke of
Newecastle, Earl Grey, Lord John Russell, and Mr. Sidney
Herbert. Prince Albert’s address was an excellent one. Naturally
his mind was full of the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park, then at
the height of its success. That Exhibition he described as ““a
festival of the civilization of mankind”; ‘“‘and,” he went on,
« this civilization rests on Christianity, could only be raised on
Christianity, can only be maintained by Christianity.” Then he
referred significantly to the “internal dissensions’ that afflicted
the Church. ¢TI have no fear, however,” he added, ¢ for her
safety and ultimate welfare, so long as she holds fast to what
our ancestors gained for us at the Reformation—the Gospel, and
the unfettered right of its use.”

The celebration was general throughout England, and round
the world ; much more general than that of the C.M.S. Jubilee.
Most of the Bishops preached in their cathedrals. The record of
observances is a most striking illustration of the astonishing
growth of 8.P.G. work within a few years.t

* Not the present St. Martin’s Town Hall, but a hall then standing in Long
Acre.

1 Several columns of the Missionary Register in 1851 and 1852 are devoted
to the accounts briefly summarized above. Another Jubilee took place two
years later, that of the Bible Society. On March 7th, 1804, the Society had
been founded at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street. On March7th, 1853,
the Committee commenced the fiftieth year by meeting in the same room.
Next day, the Jubilee Meeting was held in Exeter Hall, Lord Shaftesbury
presiding. Among the speakers were the Bishop of Winchester (C. Sumner),
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In the promotion of their plans for the development of Church
organization and the Episcopate abroad, the Anglican party—if the
term may be allowed—came repeatedly into direct conflict with
the Church Missionary Society; and it would be natural in this
chapter to detail the controversies of the period; but important
phases of them must be reserved for a chapter on New Zealand.
Some, however, may receive brief notice here. In 1853, Bishop
Wilberforce passed through the House of Lords a Colonial
Churches Bill and a Missionary Bishops Bill; but both were
defeated in the Commons (one withdrawn and the other thrown
out), mainly by the efforts of Mr. Arthur (afterwards Lord)
Kinnaird, who acted in behalf of the Evangelical leaders. The
Colonial Churches Bill proposed to authorize bishops, clergy, and
laity in the Colonies to meet together and make whatever ecclesi-
astical relations they might deem necessary, provided that the
standards of faith and worship and the supremacy of the Crown
were duly maintained. Against this scheme Henry Venn wrote a
powerful pamphlet, in which, inspired (as his private journal shows)
by the legal members of the C.M.S. Committee,* he strongly
urged that the resolutions of such Colonial Synods should have to
go before the Colonial Legislatures to be confirmed. In a preface
to Venn’s pamphlet, Bishop Perry of Melbourne suggested, in
lieu of this. an Act by the Colonial Legislature giving general
sanction beforehand to the Synod passing its own measures; and
this alternative plan was supported by John Cunningham in the
Christian Observer.t Venn, however, held to his own view ; and
his extant correspondence on the subject is voluminous.] As we
all know, the Colonial Churches have long since come to be
purely voluntary bodies, and hold their synods without any
authority from either the local Legislature or the Imperial
Parliament.

Against the other Bill, for Missionary Bishoprics, the C.M.S.
Committee presented an important petition; and a strong letter
against it from Sir James Stephen, then Under-Secretary in the
Colonial Office, had great influence in defeating it.§ Bishop

the Duke of Argyll, the Earl of Carlisle, Dr. Alexander Duff, Hugh Stowell,
&c. On the 9th, the Archbishop of Canterbury preached at St. Paul’s a
sermon of which Henry Venn wrote that ¢ the tone, the spirit, the substance,
the construction, were altogether worthy of the occasion.” (Memoir of
H. Venn, p. 226.) The text was from Isaiah xxxii., ‘“ Blessed are ye that sow
beside all waters.”

* Bnt he sometimes got his inspiration from them in a way worth noting.
In 1852—“Went to a consultation of lawyers at Dugmore’s chambers.
Present, O’Malley, Sidebottom, Fitzherbert, Grane, Bridges, and Tebbs.
Gaincd very little from their wisdom, except the hint that it is better to set
six lawyers talking against each other, and pick out what you want for your
purpose, than to sit and hicar one dogmatize.” (Private Journal.)

1 Ohristian Observer, April, 1856.

1 This correspondence includes autograph letters to Venn from Mr.
Gladstone.

§ See Life of Bishop Walberforce, vol. ii. pp. 190—194, 201.
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Wilberforce made similar attempts in 1861 and 1862, but again
unsuccessfully. The Society incurred considerable reproach for
the line it took; and it was constantly attacked in the High
Church organs, the Christtan Remembrancer and the Colonial
Church Chronicle—to say nothing of the Guardian,—as an
enemy of Episcopacy and the Episcopate.® The battle was
vigorously fought by Venn in various published statements and
pamphlets, and by Ridgeway in the pages of the Intelligencer.
The reply was conclusive up to a certain point. The Society
was no enemy to Hpiscopacy, nor to a well-considered extension
of the Episcopate; but it did object to the particular plans
propounded for extension. (1) In the first place, it set forth the
extreme uncertainty that existed touching the powers of a
bishop in foreign countries, and argued (a) that if, on the one
hand, the rubrics and canons of an Established Church had force
abroad, they were singularly ill-adapted to the necessary elasticity
of missionary work in its earlier stages ; and (b) thatif, on the other
hand, they had no force, then the bishop’s power was unfettered
and might conceivably be misused. The Committee therefore
urged that some steps be taken to define the powers of the
Episcopate, and the position of the clergy and laity, in a missionary
diocese—particularly in India,—before more bishops were actually
sent out. (2) In the second place, the Committee were opposed
to bishopriés. being ‘established without endowments, on the
ground that withqut these the bishops would have to be supported
by annual grants from societies or other parties in England, and
that this would destroy their independence.t This is a curious
fact; for in later years the Society took exactly the opposite view,
objecting to endowments for missionary bishops, but offering to
pay annual grants from its own funds for bishops over its own
Missions, and recognizing the corresponding right of other societies
to do the same ; and at the present time many bishops are actually
supported in that way. (3) In the third place, when a particular
scheme for a bishopric in Tinnevelly was put forward by the
S.P.G., the Society opposed it on the ground that when the
Native Church was ripe for a bishop of its own, he ought to be a
Native. The advocates of the scheme urged that a Native
Episcopate being at present unattainable—however desirable,—a
Missionary Episcopate should be established first, by way of
preparation. The C.M. Intelligencer rejoined that this, so far
from preparing the way for a Native Episcopate, would render it
“for ever unattainable.” ] Whatever reason there may have
been for saying so at the time, it would certainly not be said now.

* It i3 a curiousfact that at this time the High Church organs also attacked
the Society for its manifesto against polygamy! (Seep. 111.) The Christian
Remembrancer (July, 1858) quoted on the other side Archbishop Whately,
Bishop Hind of Norwich, and Bishop Colenso! '

T See C.M. Intelligencer, August, 1858, p. 175. )

+ Ibid., December, 1861, p. 277.
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It can be frankly acknowledged that while there was crudeness
and inconsiderateness in the proposals of Bishop Wilberforce
and the Colonial Church Chronicle, there was on the part of the
Society—chiefly owing to the excessive caution of some of its
leading lawyers—an undue backwardness to perceive the signs of
the times, and to recognize the absolute necessity of Church
developments which are now, and have been long since, recog-
nized without reserve.*

Meanwhile, notwithstanding all difficulties, the extension of the
Episcopate abroad went on; and the Church Missionary Society
had no small share in effecting it. In 1849 were constituted the
Bishopries of Vietoria (Hong Kong) and Rupert’s Land, and in
1852 that of Sierra Leone, largely through the influence of the
Society, and, in the two latter cases, with 'endowments contributed
to in no small degree by its friends. In 1854, it promoted the
establishment of the Bishopric of Mauritius. The new Bishoprics
in New Zealand, in the formation of which it also assisted, will be
noticed more fully in another chapter. But all these were in the
British dominions, and there were no serious legal difficulties.
A bishop, however, was wanted for Borneo, where the S.P.G.
had taken under its wing a Mission originally started inde-
pendently,t and worked under the protection of that strange man
Rajah Sir James Brooke. It was primarily with a view to obtain-
ing this bishop that the Missionary Bishops Bill of 1853 was
introduced, the Act of 1841 (commonly called the Jerusalem Act)
being objected to on account of certain provisions to which Bishop
Wilberforce thought it undesirable to submit; and its failure
to pass led to the clergyman chosen, Dr. Macdougall, being
consecrated at Calcutta, in 1855, with a title derived from the
little island of Labuan, which was a British possession.} It is
curious that permission should have been obtained for the cere-
mony to be performed by the Indian Bishops, who of all bishops
were the most tightly tied and bound by official state regulations ;
but the fact remains that the first consecration of an Anglican
bishop ever performed outside the British Isles was performed
at Calcutta by three decided Evangelicals, Bishops Daniel Wilson,
Dealtry of Madras, and G- Smith of Victoria, Hong Kong.§

Another of the new Colonial Bishopries at this period—that of
Natal—calls for special notice, both in view of subsequent history,
and because, in connexion with the original plans for it, the
C.M.S. again incurred reproach. In 1852-3, at the time of the
conflict over the first Missionary Bishops Bill, Bishop Gray of
Cape Town was in England. Since the foundation of that see in
1847, Gray had worked with the indomitable energy that marked

* See fnrther, Chapter XXX VIII. T S.P.G. Digest, p. 683.

1 This diocese is now called “ Singapore, Labuan, and Sarawak.”

.§ An interesting account of this consecration appears in a long letter from
Bishop G. Smith on his journeys to and from China and India, printed in the
C.M. Intelligencer, June, 1856.
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his whole career ; and now he was planning large extensions in
South Africa. Part of his scheme was the establishment of two
new bishoprics, Grahamstown and Natal; and on St. Andrew’s
Day, 1853, Dr. Armstrong and Dr. Colenso were consecrated for
these sees. Bishop Wilberforce preached on the occasion, on the
words, ¢ Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them.” * Bishop Gray also wanted funds for
the extension of the Missions in South Africa. The S.P.G. was
their chief supporter, but he applied also to the C.M.S. for a grant
of £1000 a year. It is rather surprising that he should have
done so; for, a year or two before (1850), he had written to a
friend in England who had proposed to apply to the Society in
his behalf, as follows :— :

“ Nothing could induce me to submit to any dictation or interference
on their part. The whole Mission shall in every respect be managed by
the Church here, or there shall be none. I have seen enough since I
have been out here of the working of Societies to make me loathe them+
—always excepting the dear S.P.G., which seems to be mercifully
preserved from the Society spirit. . . . If the C.M.S. will not help me
without annexing conditions which the Church here will not assent to,
and if the S.P.G. cannot assist us further, we must look to God for
supplying us the means in other ways.” {

However he did apply when in England in 1852. The Com-
mittee explained that the Society only raised money for the
support of Missions carried on under its own direction and by
men chosen by itself; and that therefore they had no alterna-
tive but to decline. Naturally, the Bishop was not pleased.
On Whit Sunday, 1852, he assisted at the consecration of Bishop
Vidal for Sierra Leone; and he wrote :—

“«Told Venn my mind about the C.M.S. declining to aid my Zulu
scheme. He said the Society deeply sympathized, but give nothing.
¢ Be ye warmed and filled,” &e.”

Up and down the country, at S.P.G. meetings and elsewhere,
Bishop Gray denounced the C.M.S. for its stinginess; and at
length the Committee had to issue an explanatory statement,
which satisfied the Soeciety’s friends, but, as might be expected,
did little to convince its critics. It is a curious thing that so
many people object to a society keeping its own rules and working
on its own lines. It would have been quite reasonable for Bishop
Gray to object altogether to the C.M.S. and its ways; only then
why did he apply for the £1000 a year? There are funds belong-
ing to High Church organizations which are just as jealously
guarded ; and it is perfectly reasonable that they should be so

* Tn after years, whon Bishop Wilberforce and Bishop Gray’ were the lead-
ing opponents of Colenso, Mr. Haldane, in the Record, never tired of quoting
this text against them ad invidiam.

+ It does not appear what societies he referred to. The C.M.S. was not
in South Africa.

t Life of Bishop Gray (Abridged Edition), p. 107.
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uarded. Suppose an application were made to the proprietors of Pazr vI. .
Hymns Ancient and Modern for a grant from the large funds out 1849-61.
of which they so effectively assist movements and agencies of an Cbap-33.
advanced type, in aid of a church the patronage of which wasin =
the hands of the Simeon Trustees, would it be reasonable to
complain of the certain refusal ?

The zeal of High Churchmen in the cause of Foreign Missions
was now growing. Bishop Wilberforce spoke in all parts of the Bishop
country at S.P.G. meetings; and his published speeches are frore
among the most powerful and moving utterances to be found speech.
anywhere on the subject.* Naturally, and rightly, the Bishop
descants upon the special claims of the 8.P.G. as a society working
in the Colonies ; but when he speaks on the claims of India or
Africa, he does so with a cogency, an eloquence, and a fertility of
illustration rarely equalled and never surpassed ; when he calls on
Englishmen as apostles of commerce and civilization to be apostles
of Christianity, he does so with irresistible force ; and the ordinary
stock objections to missionary work generally he refutes in
masterly fashion. Another remarkable utterance of the period was
that of Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand, in his Four Sermons before
the University of Cambridge in Advent, 1854. Selwyn, indeed,
spoke with power all over the country ; with noble generosity, too,
notshrinking from doing justiceto the C. M. 8. workin New Zealand.+}

To the combined influence of these two great men, together
with that of Bishops Gray and Colenso, may be traced the origin
of the Universities’ Mission to Central Africa, the foundation of The
which dates from our present period. Charles Frederick Mac- gow <™
kenzie, of Caius College, Cambridge, Second Wrangler in 1848, was, &ﬁr‘glﬂ to
in 1853, asked by another Caius man, J. 8. Jackson, to accom- Africa.
pany him to India under the S.P.G. Mackenzie records how this
invitation sent him to Henry Martyn’s Life for guidance, and
Martyn’s fervour is reproduced in Mackenzie's reflections on what
he read. But it was not to India that God was calling him.
Bishop Colenso asked him to go to Natal as Archdeacon, and
Bishop Selwyn’s Advent Sermons in 1854 decided him to accept
this call.; To Natal he went, unconscious of the higher post, and
the early death, that awaited him. In 1857, Dr. Livingstone appeal of

arrived in England after his earlier great journeys,§ and appealed Df, Livire-

* Speeches on Missions, by the Right Rev. S. Wilberforce, D.D. Edited by
the Rev. H. Rowley. London, 1874.

+ Some of Selwyn’s friends did not like this. John Keble wrote, ‘“ Impos-
sible as it is not to admire and love him, he makes me shiver now and then
with his Protestantisms, crying up the Ch. Miss. Soc.,” &c.—S8ir J. T.
Coleridge’s Memoir of Keble, p. 398.

1 It may here be mentioned that John Cunningham, in the ClLristion
Ol_)se'rve'r, frequently at this time spoke with sympathy and appreciation of
Bishops Wilberforce, Selwyn, Gray, and Colenso.

This was long after the still earlier travels of Krapf and Rebmann, which
have yet to be narrated. See Chapter XL.
VoL. 11, . [o)
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to the flower of English youth at Oxford and Cambridge to plant
a Mission in the vast regions of Southern Central Africa which he
had been traversing. “I go back to Africa,” he said, ‘“to try to
make an open path for commerce and Christianity. Do you carry
out the work which I have begun. I leave it with you.” The
enthusiasm thus aroused was directed into a practical channel by
Bishop Gray, who again visited England in 1858, and launched a
definite scheme for a Mission to the Zambesi. Bishop Wilberforce
took up the cause, and delivered in its behalf some of his finest
speeches, to immense audiences at Manchester, Liverpool, and
other great centres. Here is a specimen of his eloquence and
felicity of illustration. It was a time when the River Thames
received, as it passed through London, the whole drainage of the
city, and men were beginning to realize, by the frightful odours
which it gave forth in hot weather, and which made the Houses
of Parliament in July almost intolerable, what a danger was thus
involved to the health of the population : *— .

“ Commerce with Africa has been for years, to a great extent, that
commerce in the bodies of men which God’s Word so emphatically
condemns. Surely, then, commerce has there been made most emphati-
cally an instrument of evil. Those engaged in it have pursued a course
resembling that which has been taken with regard to that noble river
which flows through our metropolis. God gave us that noble river, not
merely that we might freight upon it the riches of all lands—that we
might receive on its broad breast from other countries the raw materials
of our manufactures, and despatch and exchange the manufactured
goods of our own country ; but that it might bear upon its bosom health
and strength to thousands of our working population. And what, with
all our boasted civilization, have we done with respect to it? We have
made it a receptacle for all the pollutions of a great city, and have turned
God’s blessed instrunient from a minister of strength and good, into a
minister of disease, weakness, and evil. That was what we did in our
commerce with Africa. God meant England’s commerce with Africa to
bear upon its bosom the blessed light of Christianity—meant it to carry
to those distant nations a national liberty--meant it to teach them to
respect the rights of their fellow-men, and to entertain a high value for
human life among each other. Instead of all this, commerce was turned
to every. evil account to which the human heart was capable of applying
it. You made your commerce with Africa a commerce of crime; you
charged that great institution of Providence with a message of wrong to
the countless tribes of that country; and therefore, I say, there is a
special reason why your commerce with that land should now be made
to aid Christianity, in the fact that what God meant to be a harbinger of
good has been so long made an instrument of working the foulest evil.”

It was not at first intended to form a new society. Bishop
Wilberforce in one of these great speeches explains that only
a temporary Mission was proposed, and that when the country
had been opened up, the 8.P.G. and the C.M.S. would be asked
to take over the work of evangelizing Central Africa.t This, very

* It was not until a few years after this that the Main Drainage and the

Thames Embankment were undertaken.
T Speeches of Bishop Wilberforce, pp. 201—201,
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wisely, was never done. The history of the Universities’ Mission Part V1.
is a striking example of the successful application of a pringciple 5349*%-
which is the very principle advocated and represented by the Chureh “72P- 2%
Missionary Soclety, viz., that the Church’s work is best done by The Uni-
bands or associations of Churchmen who are united in doctrinal ygrsities
views, ecclesiastical sympathies, and missionary policy. founded on

The establishment of the Universities’ Mission emphasized ;r?,;lc\?f;lsé'
another great principle with which the Evangelical body at the
time, and the C.M.S. Committee in particular, did not agree.
This was the principle that every new Mission should, from its Should
earliest inception, be headed by a bishop. Let the Church, it was Mission be
said, be planted in its integrity. On the other hand, it was argued hsaded by
that the Episcopate was not the commehcement but the com- :
pletion of Church organization, and that until converts had been
gathered, and Church organization, with the episcopal functions of
confirmation and ordination, had therefore become necessary, a
bishop was not needed, and would have little to do. -This latter Evan-
view, which was strongly urged in the Evangelical organs, and f;;’f;}it
now and then also advocated (though with much less vehemence) necessary.
in the C.M. Intelligencer, was quite a natural one at the time, in
view of the actual history of some of the most successful Missions,
such as West Africa, New Zealand, and Rupert’s Land, which
had been greatly blessed many years before the Episcopate was
extended to them. Yet after all, this only proved that God would
not let His own word return unto Him void ; and the fact that
Missions could win thousands of Heathen to Christ without a
bishop—as indeed the success of Nonconformist Missions shows—
supplies no answer to the question whether, in the Missions of
an HEpiscopal Church, the episcopal supervision of a Mission is
not a more natural and effective plan. Certainly the appointment
of a bishop is a sure way of attracting more missionaries; and this
was a consideration constantly urged. Bishop Wilberforce, how-
ever, whose speeches in favour of Missions being headed by
bishops are very powerful,* declined to rest his argument on any
merely utilitarian ground, but declared boldly that it was the gigpop
Scriptural and Apostolic method. This the Evangelicals disputed. Wilber-
The fact is that the New Testament gives us examples of both Yes, =
methods. The Mission to Antioch (Acts x1.) was founded, not by Seriptural.
apostles, not, apparently, by any who could even be called (in
modern phrase) clergymen ; and the Apostles sent a bishop, in the
person of Barnabas, when a Church had been established. On
the other hand, St. Paul was both a pioneer missionary and a
missionary bishop, as indeed were all the Apostles. If, however,
a Mission is to be really headed by a bishop, it is obvious that the But what
bishop should be one who is in entire harmony with the general f;;;;,g;,
plans and policy of the Mission. This remark, of course, does not
apply to the Colonies, aud to the older Indian dioceses, where
hurch organization and the Episcopate are provided primarily

¥ Speeches of Bishop W'i2lberforce, Pp. 285—304,
o
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for the white population, and where the bishop is not specially
identified with particular Missions that may be carried on within
his diocese, although he will exercise over them ordinary episcopal
supervision. But a real missionary bishop in a foreign land like
China or Japan or the unsettled parts of Africa is in fact a mis-
sionary in episcopal orders, and only confusion would result if a
bishop confessedly belonging to one school in the Church were
sent to direct in detail a Mission confessedly belonging to another
school in the Church. Subject to this contingency being provided
against, the Church Missionary Society has long since come to
approve of Missions being from the first under episcopal super-
vision, as its own action has again and again proved ; but it has
often incurred reproach for its resolute adherence to the principle
just enunciated, although the Universities’ Mission has never been
blamed for exactly the same thing.*

Bishops Wilberforce and Gray, and the Council of the Uni-
versities’ Mission, had no difficulty in selecting 2 man to be the
Bishop of the new Mission to the Zambesi. Archdeacon Mackenzie
was a true missionary, and an ideal choice for the post. But how
was he to be consecrated ? The “Jerusalem Act” of 1841 was
available as an authority to the Crown to authorize the Archbishop
of Canterbury to consecrate a bishop for foreign parts; but the
rising spirit of Church independence represented by Bishop
Wilberforce objected to some of its provisions as implying that the
Church had no power to extend its own Episcopate even where its
State connexion did not reach.t Bishop Gray,moreover, objected
to a South African bishop taking the oath of canonical obedience
to the See of Canterbury, as the Act of 1841 required, because he
upheld the independence (within certain limits) of each Kccle-
siastical Province, and contended that the allegiance of a South
African bishop should be given to the Metropolitical See of Cape
Town. On the other hand, the Crown lawyers and Bishop Tait
of London, backed by Lord Shaftesbury and the Record, protested
against any liberty to consecrate bishops without the Queen’s
license, that is to say, the sanction of the Ministry of the day.
Bishop Tait—¢ that enemy of God’s truth ” (so the Church Times
once called him)—said in Convocation (June 21st, 1861) :—

“Omne difficulty which I always felt was that a Missionary Bishop stood
so much by himself, that if in the course of time he happened to be a man

* ¢« The Committees of the Oxford and Cambridge and London branches of
the [Universities’] Mission met under the presidency of the Bishop [Wilber-
force], when it was decided to invite Archdeacon Mackenzie . . . fo head the new
Mission as Bishop.”—Life of Bishop 8. Wilberforce, vol. ii. p. 432, This sen-
tence is commended to the notice of some critics of C.M.8.!

+ “The Bishop of London [Tait] presses proceeding under the Jerusalem
Bishopric Act, to which I simply refuse to go because it proceeds on the most
vicious fallacy of assuming that the Queen has spiritual power external
to her dominions and jurisdittion by it.” (Bishop Wilberforce to Mr. Glad-
stone, November 6th, 1861.—Life, vol.iii. p. 39.) This letter refers to another
propesed bishoprie, that of Honolulu.
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of eccentric modes of proceeding, he might, upon his own responsibility,
compromise both the Chureh at home and the Church in the Colonies,
and yet have no authority to represent the one or the other. At the
same time, neither the Church of England nor the Colonial Church near
which he was labouring would have the power of applying to him any
gort of restraint; and in point of fact, you might in the course of time
have Bishops of the most unsound opinions representing the Church of
England, and carrying on in apostolic succession, it might even be, an
altogether heretical Church. ... T can conceive a provincial Synod
throwing itself so completely into 2 medimval view of the Church as to
make it very different from that wide and tolerant and wise system
which we have inherited from oar forefathers,”

Bishop Gray had to learn by sad experience in two cases that
Tait’s fears of difficulties with bishops were not imaginary.
Neither case, however, was one of ‘ medi®valism.” In one,
which involved grave moral questions, resignation saved further
trouble. The other was that of Dr. Colenso.

Difficulties similar to those we have been considering were, at
the very same time, being grappled with by Bishop Selwyn in
New Zealand, as we shall see hereafter, when the subject will
be more fully entered into. Suffice it here to say that ultimately,
after long delays and vexatious difficulties, the consecration of
Mackenzie took place at Capetown on January 1st, 1861,
Bishop Gray being assisted by two other Bishops of his own
Province, Colenso of Natal and Piers Claughton of St. Helena.
In after years, the royal license was occasionally granted for the
consecration of a bishop without requiring him to take the oath
of obedience to Canterbury. This was the case with Bishops
Tozer and Twells in 1863.

Meanwhile, into the fever-stricken swamps of the Zambesi and
the Shiré went the devoted Bishop Mackenzie and his missionary
band, led by the intrepid Livingstone ; and there, exactly thirteen
months after, on January 31st, 1862, Mackenzie laid down his life
for Africa. Tt is much to be deplored that a more generous spirit
of sympathy in this overwhelming trial was not manifested by
KEvangelical Churchmen. The period was one of bitter con-
troversy, when neither party seemed able to entertain any
brotherly feeling towards the other, quite compatible as it would
have been with frank and firm opposition on either side to the
views and plans of the other side if felt to be called for. We are
not always exemplary in this respect now ; but certainly there is
an improvement, and for this we may thank God. Truth is
never helped forward by a refusal to speak kindly of those from
whom we honestly differ.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
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Palmerston and Shaftesbury—The Palmerston Bishops—H. Venn on
the Issues at Stake-—Bishop Tait—Religious Worship Bill—
Islington Societies—Exeter Hall Services—St. Paul’s and the
Abbey—Tait’s Charge—Theatre Services—Mr. Pennefather’s Con-
ferences—Conversion of S. A. Blackwood—Work of Miss Marsh—
The Revival of 1858-60—Radcliffe’s- and Blackwood’s Meetings—
Venn on the Revival--The Ludhiana Appeal for Prayer—Revival in
Tinnevelly—Liverpool Missionary Conference.

‘¢ Qo out into the highways and hedges.”-—Luke xiv. 23.
I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth
liis roots as Lebanon.”—Hos. xiv. 5.

I E now turn to the second clags of Church developments
during our period. They are almost wholly ignored
by Church writers generally, and indeed seem to be
unknown to them. It is recognlzed that the advent
of the «“ Palmerston Bishops” was an event of some
Importance ; but that episode is usually regarded as a dark but
passing shadow long since dispelled, and which had little prac-
tical effect beyond temporarily checking some developments of the
onward Church movement. That it was such a check is un-
questionable; that it was only a temporary one is equally
unquestionable. But there was a simultaneous Evangelical
movement, only partially connected with the ¢ Palmerston
Bishops,”” which did not trouble itself with opposition to Angli-
canism, but went its own way, and has gone on its path of
blessing from that day to this. Let us now look at its beginnings.
First, however, the “ dark épisode ” claims attention.

In 1855, in the midst of the Crimean War, Liord Palmerston
became Prime Minister. Lady Palmerston was the mother of the
Countess of Shaftesbury ; and even apart from this, Lord Shaftes-
bury was intimate with the new Premier. He was, in fact, twice
offered Cabinet office in the Ministry, but begged off in order
that his philanthropic and religious work might not be interrupted.*
From the first, however, he exercised almost unlimited influence

* ¢ Begged off” is the correct phrase. He did not definitely refuse; but
he expressed such strong reluctance to taking office, that Lord Palmetston
was constrained to look elsewhere. See szc of Lord Shaftestury, vol. ii.,
chap. xxii.
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over Lord Palmerston in respect of ecclesiastical appointments.
Tt is curious that this influence came to him quite unexpectedly.
When the Ministry was formed, he wrote :—

« People will expect that Palmerston’s Church nominations will differ
much from Aberdeen’s, being influenced by my opinions. There could
not be a greater error. He has never in his life, and never will, so long
as he has breath, consult me on anything. It is not very likely that he
will consult anybody ; but if he do, it will not be one connected with the
Evangelical party.” *

And again, a few days later :—

“1 much fear that Palmerston's ecclesiastical appointments will be
detestable. He does not know, in theology, Moses from Sydney Smith.
The vicar of Romsey, where he goes to church, is the only clergyman he
ever spoke to; and as for the wants, the feelings, the views, the hopes
and fears, of the country, and particularly the religious part of it, they
are as strange to him as the interior of Japan.” ¥

But Palmerston had some common sense, and he knew that his
kinsman understood Church matters, and could be trusted to
nominate good men ; and to him aceordingly he turned, as soon
as vacancies began to appear. The first appointments suggested
by Lord Shaftesbury were in 1856, viz., Bishop Longley of Ripon
translated to Durham ; Dean Tait of Carlisle appointed to London ;
the Hon. and Rev. H. Montagu Villiers to Carlisle, the Rev.
Charles Baring to Gloucester and Bristol, and the Rev. Robert
Bickersteth to Ripon; and in the following year, the Hon. and
Rev. J. T. Pelham (brother of the C.M.S. President, Lord
Chichester) to Norwich. The four latter had all been active and
successful parish clergymen in TLondon, and all were decided
Evangelicals. So few men with parochial experience had been
raised to the Episcopate, that a chorus of praise arose from the
newspapers for these appointments, quite apart from the question
of the doctrinal views of the new bishops. ¢ The days of Greek-
play bishops,” they said, ¢ and of mere family interest, are over.”
And while in this History full justice has been done to the
efficiency as bishops of such men as Blomfield, 8. Wilberforce, and
the Sumners, it is simple matter of fact that Lord Palmerston’s
first appointments set at once a new standard of qualification for
the Episcopate, which has been a recognized standard ever since ;
and this, let it be repeated, independently of the particular theo-
logical position of the nominee. About the same time, Francis
Close of Cheltenham was appointed Dean of Carlisle, and Henry
Alford, the Greek Testament commentator, Dean of Canterbury.
Later appointments included the promotion of Bishop Longley to
the Archhishoprie of York, and afterwards to that of Canterbury ;
the promotion of Bishop Villiers and Bishop Baring in succession
to Durham ; the appointment of the Hon. and Rev. S. Waldegrave
to Carlisle, and of Dr. W. Thomson to Gloucester and Bristol, and

* Life of Lord Shaftesbury, vol. ii. p. 490, t+ Ibid., p. 503.
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the latter’s translation to York; the appointment of the Rev.
J. C. Wigram to Rochester ; of Dr., C. J, Ellicott to the Deanery of
Exeter, and afterwards to the Bishopric of Gloucester and Bristol’;
of Dr. Jeune to the Deanery of Lincoln, and afterwards to the
Bishopric of Peterborough; of Canon Harold Browne to the
Bishopric of Ely ; of Dean Trench of Westminster to the Arch-
bishopric of Dublin; and of Drs. Garnier, Goode, Jeremie, and
Law, and Viscount Midleton, to the Deaneries of Ripon, Lincoln,
Gloucester, and Exeter. A few other appointments by Lord
Palmerston were made independently of Lord Shaftesbury.

No greater falsehood is current in the Church than that these
appointments were not, as a whole, and viewed with strict
impartiality, good ones. The men were not High Churchmen :
that was their one fault. But at least one-half of them belonged
in no sense to the Evangelical party. Almost every one had a
distinguished University record, and some who were most decided
as Fvangelicals (Waldegrave, for instance) a brilliant record ; yet
because one of them had only taken a pass degree, the Saturday
Review affirmed that the Palmerston Bishops could not read
Greek! As regards practical work, some among them found
their dioceses barren wastes, and left them fruitful fields. For
example, did ever a new Bishop have a harder task than Pelham
had at Norwich? And has there ever been a Bishop who has
gone in and out for years among the hundreds of parishes in his
diocese, carrying blessing wherever he went, and refusing all calls
outside his diocese, quite in the way that Pelham did? Henry
Venn was the preacher at Pelham’s consecration; and an extract
from his sermon is worth quoting here, as it sets forth so fear-
lessly the real issues at stake in the controversies of the day :—

“T have spoken of the possible conflicti between spiritual and eccle-~
siastical principles. I will venture also to indicate what will be the
battle-ground of this conflict. It will be, as it seems to me, the question
—1In what way can a sinner obtain pardon and peace with God ? Other
great questions agitate the minds of the few; this is the great personal
question with every man whose conscience is awake. Every Church and
every minister of a Church must give a distinct answer to this inquiry;
in seasons of religious conflict this question is sure to be uppermost, and
by the answer given every Church or minister will stand or fall. Men
cannot unite upon other points while they disagree in this. The true
answer to the inguiry constitutes, as we trust we have shown, the
treasure. By whatever variety of expression the truth of the Gospel
may be indicated : whether as the doctrine of the cross of Christ, whether
as justification by faith only, whether as the Atonement, whether as
redemption through the blood of Christ, it has ever encountered
opposition. It was ‘to the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks
foolishness.” In the earliest ages of the Church and ever since, the
struggle has been going on within the Church, to tear from this blessed
truth 1ts significancy or its simplicity ; to substitute a way of salvation
more in accordance with natural reason and human prejudices. Popery
worships the shadow but denies the substance of the truth, by setting
up the doctrine of human merit, of works of supererogation, and of the
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mediation of saints. Superstition substitutes sacramental grace. Yet,
this truth, though ridiculed by the profane, though cavilled at by others,
is cherished as the life of the soul by all who receive it. When received,
it frees a man from the slavery of the world; it gives him power; it is
accompanied by a change in the moral character which cannot be mis-
{aken.

«This cardinal truth brought the Reformation. It has revived our
Church. If its enemies are now mustering their forces, so are its fiiends.
Its influence, blessed be God ! increases daily. Presuming only to speak
from personal experience, I hesitate not to say, that where one heart was
swayed by its influence when I first entered the ministry of the metropolis
thirty-seven years ago, hundreds might now be counted. At home it is
becoming more and more the rallying-point for all who are zealous on
the Lord’s side. - It is the line of advance of all our social improvements.
Abroad, it is evangelizing the world. Tt iy easily apprehended and
cordially embraced by thousands of the Negroes of Africa, of the Hindus
of India, and of the islanders of the Pacific. It has raised them into the
brotherhood of Christendom,” *

On the most important of all these appointments, that of
Archibald Campbell Tait to London, something more must be said.
We now for the first time in this History meet the man who had
inspired the famous Protest of the Four Tutors against Tract XC.,
who had succeeded Arnold at Rugby, and whose excellent work
as Dean of Carlisle was cut short by the terrible visitation that
took from him, in one short month, five of his six little daughters.
Tait was notin any way identified with the Evangelical body. He
was a decided Protestant, but he was a recognized member of the
¢ Broad ”’ school of which Arnold had been the chief representa-
tive. But he had already manifested some interest in Foreign
Missions. While a Tutor at Balliol, he had formed alittle private
association, with three other Tutors,} to meet fortnightly for
reading papers on missionary subjects. In 1855 he spoke at
Exeter Hall, at the C.M.S. Annual Meeting, with characteristic
force and weight. When he became Bishop, he appointed the
Rev. William Knight, then a C.M.S. Secretary, as one of his
chaplains; { and a few days before his consecration he and
Henry Venn were brought together at Addington by Archbishop
Sumner. Of the interviews on this occasion Venn gives an
interesting and thankful account :—

“ Thursday, Oct. 30th, 1856.—Proceeded to Addington at one o’clock.
At two the party assembled for luncheon, and afterwards the Archbishop
proposed that Dr. Tait and I should walk with him in the park. We
remained out for more than two hours, sauntered about the grounds,
and sat on the benches,and I was permitted to join in a deeply-

* Memoir of H. Venn, p. 140.

+ B. C. Woollcombe, E. A. Litton, and E. M. Goulburn (afterwards Dean
of Norwich). Life of Archbishop Tait, vol. 1. p. 100.

T Among the others were G. E. L. Cotton, afterwards Bishop of Calcutta,
and F. Gell, afterwards Bishop of Madras. It is worth recording that Stanley
(afterwards Dean of Westminster), who was also a chaplain, recommended
for the office three young Cambridge men, Lightfoot, Westcott, and Benson.
(Life of Archbishap Tait, vol. i. p. 207.)
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interesting conversation upon a variety of points connected with the
future duties of the Bishop-elect. On many matters more immediately
connected with the C.M.S., such as the ordination of candidates, the
principles upon which Missions must be conducted, &ec., I received the
most cordial and satisfactory assurances. We also discussed the
questions connected with City Missions, open-air preaching, lay assis-
tance, &c., and I felt very thankful for the prospects of the diocese
under its new superintendence.” *

‘We shall now see what a momentous event Tait’s appoint-
ment to the Bishopric of London proved to be.

The year 1856, marked as it thus was by the appointment of
several Bishops of virtually a new type, begins an important epoch
in the history of the Church of England. From that year dates
the commencement of the great Evangelistic Movement which
has really been the salt that has preserved the Church. Although
this Movement, in its more developed forms, owes little to the
Bishops, or to the official recognition of the Church in any shape,
there can be no doubt that, not only did its commencement
coincide in time with the appointment of the first  Palmerston
Bishops,” but the very first steps in it were taken by some of them.

A happy preparation for the coming Movement had been made
in the previous year, by the passing of Lord Shaftesbury’s
Religious Worship Bill. Up to that time it was illegal for any
religious meeting to be held in an unlicensed place, or for even
twenty persons outside the family to pray together in a private
house. The old Conventicle Act had been amended in 1812 in
certain respects, but thése disabilities still remained. No doubt
the Act was generally regarded as obsolete, and many meetings
took place which might have been stopped by an appeal to it. As
we have before seen, the 8. P.(+. had ventured to lead the way in
breaking the law by opening its public meetings with prayer, and
the C.M.S. had followed suit.t But the Act was not dead ; and
in 1854, a county magistrate who gave a cottage lecture at his
park gates was threatened with its penalties. Lord Shaftesbury,
therefore, in 1855, brought in a Bill to remedy the evil; but it
was strongly opposed by several of the Bishops, led by Blomfield
and 8. Wilberforce, on the ground that it would injure the
parochial system, and give undue liberty to Dissenters. Ulti-
mately Lord Shaftesbury, after consultation with Archbishop
Sumner, brought in another Bill instead, which was more care-
fully guarded ; and this he was successful in passing.} About the
same time, or a little before, a few clergymen in London began to
preach in the open-air, to the dismay of the more conservative ; §

*% Memoir of H. Venn, p. 285. T See Vol. L., p. 280.

1 Interesting details are given in the Life of Lord Shaftesbury, chap. xxii.

§ It is believed that the first clergyman to preach in the open-air systemati-
cally was the Rev. William Vincent, Incumbent of Holy Trinity, Islington.
His station was a dead wall at the bottom of Pulteney Street, in what is now
St. Thomas’ Parish. '
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and the London City Mission and the Ragged School Union had
been at their unobtrusive but admirable work for some years.

Bishop Tait’s first public appearance in London was on a
memorable occasion. There had been in Islington for four or fxve
years an organization called the Islington Church Home Mission,
to provide additional clergy and Scripture-readers, and to arrange
for services in mission-rooms and for the visitation of the cattle-
market, the omnibus-yards, &. The work of this Mission among
a rapidly-increasing population led to the conviction that a further
agency was needed to provide more churches. The Islington
Church Extension Society was accordingly established, in that
memorable year, 1856, with the object of building ten new
churches in six years; and at its inaugural meeting Bishop Tait
made his first public speech in London. Three circumstances in
connexion with this movement are worth noting. First, the scheme
was successful : ten churches were built, in little more than the
period named.* Secondly, Bishop Tait was so struck by the
usefulness of both the societies that he afterwards established two
diocesan institutions on their model. The Islington Church
Home Mission and the Islington Church Extension Society were
the direct progenitors respectively of the Liondon Diocesan Home
Mission and the Bishop of London’s Fund. Thirdly, the certainty
that zeal for Foreign Missions enlarges the heart to care for Home
Missions (while the converse is by no means true) is illustrated
by the fact that the originators and leaders of these movements
in Islington were—with the Vicar, Daniel Wilson—three men
identified with foreign work. They were—C. F. Childe, Principal
of the Church Missionary College; Mesac Thomas, Secretary of
the Colonial Church Society; and Henry Venn. The two latter
actually became Hon. Secretaries of the new Church Extension
Society ; and Mr. Thomas held office for several years, until his
appointment to the Bishopric of Goulburn.t

To revert to Bishop Tait. He was not content with patronizing
good enterprises by presiding at public meetings. He preached
himself in ragged-schools, in omnibus-yards, in the Docks,
in Covent Garden Market, in the very streets themselves;
scandalizing some of his clergy by what one of them called * the
Bishop’s undignified and almost Methodist proceedings.” { Inthe
meanwhile, special popular week-night services for the working-
clagses had been begun by Dr. Miller at Birmingham, and in some
other towns; and then, 1n 1857, came the famous Exeter Hall
Services. C. H. Spurgeon, then a young man, had used the Hall
with great success, and subsequently the Surrey Gardens Music

* They were not the identical ten that were projected. For one, which was
to have been named St. Titus, the C.M.S. Committee granted a site on the
edge of the College grounds ; but this one was never built.

t One of the lay secretaries associated with Mr. Thomas was (a little later)
the Author of this History.

1 Life of Archbishop Tait, vol. 1. p. 255.
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Hall, prior to the building of his Tabernacle. But in 1857 twelve
Sunday Evening Church Services were held, arranged by a
committee headed by Liord Shaftesbury; and the first and the
last were conducted respectively by two of the new ‘“ Palmerston
Bishops,” Montagu Villiers of Carlisle and Robert Bickersteth of
Ripon ; while among the other preachers were Deans Close and
Alford, Hugh MecNeile, Hugh Stowell, J. C. Miller, W. Cadman,
&c. Lord Shaftesbury wrote of the first service :—

“Last Sunday [May 24th] a glorious triumph for religion and the
Church of England. Blessed be God! a splendid proof of the use and
value of the Religious Worship Act passed two years ago! TUnder the
powers of this Act, in Exeter Hall, an evening service was conducted by
the Bishop of Carlisle in full canonicals, for the benefit of all-comers who
were ‘not habitual church or chapel goers —such was the advertisement.
An attendance of more than three thousand-—order, decency, attention,
and even devotion. They sang well and lustily, and repeated the
responses with regularity and earnestness. Villiers preached the sermon,
on ‘What saith the Scripture?’ practical, pious, affectionate, true;
delivered with dignity and power, and deeply impressive.” ¥

But it turned out that the Act of 1855 was incomplete, and left
it open to the Incumbent of the parish in which Fxeter Hall
stands to prohibit the preachers from intruding into his domain;
and when a second series of services was arranged, he put
his veto in force, despite the remonstrances of Bishop Tait.
Thereupon Lord Shaftesbury brought in a Bill to abolish the
Incumbent’s right of veto; but it was vehemently opposed, and
not by High Churchmen only, for it called forth, wrote the Earl,
“an immense amount of sacerdotalism even among the Evan-
gelical clergy.” + Ultimately a counter Bill passed, which provided
for the veto being over-ruled by the bishop of the diocese. It
was regarding a private meeting of the Bishops on this question
that Bishop Wilberforce wrote thus concerning Lords Palmerston
and Shaftesbury and the new Bishops:—

“The Bishops have been sitting in conclave for hours. Our wild
elephants seem every now and then a little tamed, and, if the ¢ Bishop-
maker’ were dethroned by the fall of Pam, might, I think, become
manageable. At present it is sad work-——such ignorance of first prin-
ciples!” ¥

The Exeter Hall Services were but temporary ; but they led to
an important and permanent developmentin the Church. Bishop
Tait, encouraged by their success, obtained, with great difficulty
and after strenuous effort,§ the opening of St. Paul’s and West-
minster Abbey for Evening Services, which was an absolute

* Life of Lord Shaftesbury, vol. iii. p. 47. + Ibid., vol. iii. p. 53.

1 Life of Bishop 8. Wilberforce, vol. ii. p. 376. So likewise wrote Bishop
Gray, in 1864 :—*‘ Referring matters to the Bishops would hardly set us right,
unless we could mend the Bishop-makers; there eventually will be the tug-of-
war.” Life of Bishop Gray, p. 254.

§ Life of Arelbisnup Tait, vol. i. p. 259.
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novelty. The idea of using cathedral naves for Sunday Evening
Services had been suggested to Tait when he became Dean of
Carlisle by an Evangelical clergyman who afterwards was a
«« Palmerston Bishop,” Samuel Waldegrave.* On the other hand,
many High Churchmen looked askance at it. In Convocation,
elderly heads were gravely shaken. Dr. Jebb considered that
guch services were ‘‘ subversive of the ancient order which had
obtained in our cathedrals ”—which was true enough !—and
Archdeacon Denison took much the same line.t Advent Sunday,
1858, when St. Paul’s was thus used for the first time, is a
memorable date indeed. At first the services were only for a few
Sundays in each case; but the overflowing congregations that
gathered every time constrained the Deans and Chapters, after
a few years, to adopt the Sunday Lvening Service as a regular
function. But let it never be forgotten to whom, and to what,
this great development of Church work and influence in London
was originally due.

It was a particularly appropriate coincidence that, only just a
fortnight before the first Sunday evening service at St. Paul’s,
Bishop Tait had delivered his Primary Charge under the Dome.
No such Charge had yet been delivered by an Fmnglish bishop.
About oune thousand clergymen, and an immense number of
churchwardens and others, filled the vast space as it had never
been filled before ; and for five hours the strength and the voice
of the Bishop held out while in weighty language and animating
tones he bade his hearers be up and doing for the evangelization
of London. Some strong words were used against the confessional,
which had lately been practised by a curate at Knightsbridge in a
way that had aroused general indignation ; but for the most part
the Bishop dwelt upon the practical duties of clergy and laity.
Probably this is the only Episcopal Charge ever honoured by being
the subject of a cartoon in Punch /—a serious and admiring sketch
by Tenniel himself.

Then, in 1860, came the Theatre Services; and these unques-
tionably attracted a much lower stratum of the population than
either St. Paul’s or Exeter Hall. Men and boys came in their
shirt-sleeves; women without bonnets and with babies. Loud
was the outery against what many regarded as a travesty of
religious worship; and on February 24th a great debate ensued
in the House of Lords, on which occasion Lord Shaftesbury
delivered perhaps the most eloquent of all his speeches. For
three hours he enthralled the House by his descriptions of the
London poor and their religious, or rather irreligious, condition ;
and Archbishop Sumner and Bishop Tait threw over him the
shields of their approval. The House of Lords, however, never had
an opportunity of hearing of what was much more important,—

# Life of Archbishop Tazt, vol. i. p. 150.
%+ In Convocation, June 23rd, 1859.
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Parr VI. the approval of the Lord Jehovah Himself as manifested by the
1849-61. guhsequent results upon individual souls. Mr. Reginald Radcliffe,
Chap. 34. o1, conducted the first service at the Victoria Theatre in Lambeth,
met in after years, in all parts of the world, converted men and
women who were the direct fruit of the work of the Holy Ghost
at that one service.*

The year 1856 saw also the commencement of another phase of
what may be called the New Evangelical Movement, the results
of which, direct and indirect, though utterly ignored by, and indeed
unknown to, the ordinary Church historian, bave been quite

Mr. Penne-incalculable.  In August of that year, the Rev. William Penne-

Confer.  father, Incumbent of Christ Church, Barnet, held the first

ences. gathering, of about one hundred and twenty Christian men and
women, which in after years grew into the Mildmay Conference—
the progenitor of all other similar united assemblies in all parts of
the world. All the best of God’s works begin quietly. * The
Kingdom of God cometh not with observation.” And here was
an almost unknown clergyman—a man whom no one would have
thought of asking to speak at (say) the Church Congress, had it
then existed—who held no position even in the Evangelical body
—who was never asked to speak, for instance, at the C.M.S.
Anniversary, or even to join the C.M.8. Committee-—yet honoured
of God to be the initiator of a movement which has, in its issues,
rendered Immense service to the Church of England, to the
Evangelical cause, and to the Church Missionary Society.t Mr.
Pennefather did not even begin by planning an annual Con-
ference ; and it was not held in the following year; but after the
second one, in 1858, it was never again allowed to drop. From
the very first, the Evangelization of the World was not forgotten.
At the first gathering, in 1856, while the meetings in the daytime
were devoted to purely spiritual topics, Foreign Missions were one
of the subjects in.the evening.

Yet another event signalized the year 1856, which, though
apparently only of a personal character, had in its issues a real
influence in the New Kvangelical Movement. This was the con-

* Mrs. Weitbrecht, the widow of the venerated C.M.S. missionary of
Burdwan, used to say that never in her life had she so felt the presence and
power of the Spirit in a meeting as that night at the Victoria Theatre.

t A striking illustration of Mr. Pennefather’s freedom from prejudices is
found in a letter of his in 1849. In those days cathedral services were not so
familiar to people brought up in Fvangelical surroundings as they are now;
and anthems were generally disapproved. Pennefather was present at
Canterbury Cathedral when it was used for a consecration for the first time
for three centuries, on the occasion of the first Bishops of Victoria and
Rupert’s Land being consecrated ; and he wrote of ‘‘the thrilling effect of
Handel’s ¢ How beautiful upon the mountains > sung by a single voice, which
penetrated to the remotest corners of the spacious edifice ; and then the clear
intonation of Samuel Wilberforce, reading the inspired farewell of St. Paul
to the elders of Ephesus! It was almost too touching to bear.”—Memoir of
W. Pennefather, p. 233. .
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version of Stevenson Arthur Blackwood.* His earlier religious Pagr VI.
impressions were largely due to the agency of his cousins the égig‘%}*
Wrights of Derbyshire—which family afterwards gave so devoted p. o5
a Secretary to the Church Missionary Society. Indeed, when, conversion
just as this very year opened, he returned from the Crimea— 93
where he had done splendid service in the Commissariat Depart- wood.
ment,— Henry Wright himself was one of those who fostered the

new life awakened in him. On June 27th, at a ball in Willis’s

Rooms, ‘ standing under a chandelier,” he yielded himself finally

to the Liord ; and on the 29th, a hymn 4 sung during the morning

gervice in Mr. Pennefather’s church at Barnet was used of God to

give him that blessed assurance of salvation which thenceforward

never left him, and which was the spring of his honoured and

useful Christian life. No one who reflects that the real progress

of the Kingdom of God in the world depends, after all, not upon

external organizations, but upon the consecration to His service

of individual souls, will fail to see in the conversion of a man who,

directly or indirectly, became the means of the conversion of
(literally) thousands more, an event of the first importance in that
memorable year 1856. '

Another notable feature of the period was the sudden develop- Work of

ment of woman’s work in winning souls for Christ. This may be %6’;}:2:"
said to have begun with the devoted and self-denying labours of
four ladies, Miss Marsh among navvies and soldiers, Mrs. Bayly
in the “ragged homes” of a slum district beyond Notting Hill,
Mrs. Ranyard in organizing the London Bible-women, and Mrs.
Wightman in the temperance cause at Shrewsbury. The sister-
hoods that attracted ladies of a different religious type began about
the same time; and Miss Nightingale’s heroic enterprise in
nursing the sick and wounded soldiers in the Crimean War
started the immense development in later days of nursing as a
sphere for Christian women. But while all the world knows of
Miss Nightingale and Miss Sellon, the not less remarkable work
of the ladies just mentioned is rarely noticed, although it has
led on to an equally great and widespread movement. Miss
Marsh’s books, too, should not be forgotten. English Hearts and
English Hands, describing the navvy work, had an immense
circulation ; and still more had her Memorials of Hedley Vicars,
a blography second only to Henry Martyn’s for its influence on
young men.

Simultaneously, though independently, good men were now
promoting and developing evangelistic work, and uniting together

* See his Life, pp. 129-—135.

+ The hymn was, ‘‘ Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,” by John Newton. The
third line of the second verse is, *“ Your life is hid with Christ in God,” an
exact quotation from Colossians iii. 8. Thus it pleased God to use a fragment
of His inspired Word, embedded in an uninspired hymn, to bring eternal peace
to Blackwood’s soul. The hymn will be found in the Third Edition of the
Hymnal Companion, No. 293.
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in prayer for the outpouring of the Spirit of God. And the
blessing was not withheld. Asusual, it came in unexpected ways.
God did not use official channels, nor great and honoured leaders.
‘Where He used men at all, they were mostly obscure and unknown
men; but in no small degree He acted direct, without any
apparent human agency. In 1858 a ““revival” of unusual extent
and depth occurred in the United States. In New York, Boston,
and other large cities, as well as in smaller towns, business was
almost at a standstill while the business men were at Gospel
services and prayer-meetings. The practical results were seen
three years later. When the Civil War broke out, magnificent
work for hoth the bodies and the souls of men was done in the
contending armies, very largely by men who had been blessed
during that revival season. In 1859, a similar movement appeared
unexpectedly in the North of Ireland; and while there were,
naturally enough, features in this revival among an emotional
people which were regrettable—for there is never a work of God
but the Enemy of souls seeks to mar it,—there was abundant
evidence that it really was a work of God in the main, and now,
after forty years, those who know something of the inner religious
history of the United Kingdom can trace to it great and lasting
results for which they can and do praise the Lord. _

For the movement quickly spread to England; and the year
1860 opened with the holding of numerous united prayer-meet-
ings, which were thronged by believing and expectant souls, and
proved the starting-point of spiritual and evangelistic work of all
kinds. At the same time, as already mentioned, the Theatre
Services were commenced; and Mr. Reginald Radcliffe, Mr.
Brownlow North, and other free-lance evangelists, began holding
meetings all over the country for the straight and simple preaching
of the Gospel; and it is indisputable fact that thousands at
these meetings received lasting blessing. $till more remarkable
gatherings followed. To bring the Gospel in a simple and direct
way before the upper classes, by the preaching of laymen known
in society, it was arranged that Stevenson Blackwood, and
Captain Trotter of the 2nd Life Guards, should give a series of
addresses at Willis's Rooms ; and cards of admission were sent
all over the West End. The success dbf these meefings was
extraordinary. The street was blocked with the carriages of the
‘““ upper ten,” and the large ball-room was crowded. Blackwood’s
first address, under that same chandelier beneath which he had
given his heart to God five years before, was on May 11th, 1861.
The very next morning an officer from India called at the
Treasury, and begged to see him for five minutes. ¢ Sir,”
he said, I was at Willis’s Rooms yesterday "—and burst into
tears. He became a consistent Christian ; and he was only one
of many who “owed their own selves” to those and similar
gatherings,

By the great majority of Churchmen, of course, these move-
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ments were ignored, and even unnoticed ; and the Evangelical Parr VI
clergy themselves, for the most part, stood aloof.* But there 5349—%-
were a few who, more wisely, stepped forward and took the “72P =%
lead ; and among these perhaps the most conspicuous was the

Rev. Samuel Garratt (afterwards Canon Garratt of Ipswich).

Henry Venn, cautious man as he was, and the last to be attracted attitude of
by a mere emotional religion, wrote as follows, with a wisdom H-Venn.

that one could wish had sometimes been exhibited by other good

men in similar circumstances :—

" #We closed our Association Secretaries’ Meeting at 10 p.m. last night.
The party seemed pleased and encouraged by our Conference. But I
was by no means satisfied, especially on the subject of revivals. Nearly
all our Secretaries seem to have thought little.about them. Yet I am so
confident that we must either rise on the wave or be overwhelmed by
it, that I shall propose on Monday to send over a special deputation
to Ireland to the revival region, to visit the great towns, and to obtain
the prayers, sympathy, and hearts and hands, if possible, of some of the
awakened servants of God. I am anxious thus to connect the revival
with missionary zeal, for the sake of the revivalists themselves, as well
as for our cause.”

It so happened that on the very next day after writing this Venn

letter, Sunday, January 8th, Venn had to preach at St. Paul’s 224%0e
as Prebendary :— clergy.

“The Dean and Melvill were the clergy in residence. I brought forward
the Revival pretty strongly. Upon coming into the vestry afterwards
with them, we all unrobed in civil silence ; and the Dean, with some
remark about the effect of the stoves, quickly took his departure. I did
not let Melvill off so, and therefore asked him whether he took my view
of the Revival. ‘Oh,” he exclaimed, ¢ you seem to think there is some-
thing in it,’ in a tone worse than the Dean’s indifference.” }

The connexion desiderated by Henry Venn between Revival
movements and Foreign Missions was illustrated by two
occurrences in India at this very time. In 1859, a little band of
American missionaries at Ludhiana, in the Punjab, sent round Ludhiana
the world an invitation to united prayer for the outpouring of the {& ‘Gfltt‘;’;‘
Spirit in the first week of January, 1860. It was, in fact, thig Prayer.
invitation that led to the prayer-meetings begun in that month, as
already mentioned.” They were held in the first week of the year
In response to this call, and then continued under the general
influence of the Revival Movement. And they actually were held
all round the world. The C.M.S. periodicals at the time contain
notices of gatherings as far east as Shanghai, and as far west as Red
River. The Week of Prayer thus inaugurated has been observed
ever since ; and although in later years it has been overshadowed
at home by other movements, it is still a much-valued season

* When Mr. Reginald Radcliffe held a series of meetings in Islington, only
two local clergymen supported him. But many more attended the crowded
united prayer-meetings.

+ From a Private Letter, Jan. 7th, 1860.

1 From another Piivate Letter.
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Parr VI. in many parts of the Mission-field. Then, almost immediately,
1849-61. the sovereignty of Divine grace, and the significance of our Lord’s
Chap. 34. words, ¢ The wind bloweth where it listeth,” &c., were illustrated
T by a sudden and unlooked-for spiritual awakening among the
Reyival -~ Native Christians of Tinnevelly ; and the revival scenes that had
velly. been witnessed in Ireland, and that at that very time were being
enacted in many parts of England, were reproduced in that
remote corner of India. Sober and thoughtful missionaries like
David Fenn and William Gray, and Native clergymen like W. T.
Satthianadhan, testified to the depth and reality of the work; and
their first letters were dated March in that very year 1860. More-
And over the work of the Spirit appeared among the English soldiers
Englicn  in India, and much disconcerted some of the chaplains. Bishop
soldiersin Cotton would probably be called a moderate “ Broad Churchman,”
ndia. . . N
and certainly was one not easily led away by excitement; but
he wrote to a chaplain who complained to him,—¢ Considering the
amount of godlessness and careless living which prevails, especi-
ally in the army, I could not speak of a revival as youdo, as I
often think that something extraordinary is required to awaken
nominal Christians from the sleep of death.”* Could anything
be more wisely said ?
Meanwhile, at home, an event took place which showed that
the Revival would have its influence upon Foreign Missions.
Liverpool  In the same year, 1860, the first united Missionary Conference
ary Confer- was held, at Liverpool. It was not promoted by the Societies,
ence. either Church or Nonconformist, but by a few friends more or
less identified with the Revival Movement. Nor was it a very
large gathering; but it prepared the way for the more important
Conferences of the same kind in London in 1878 and 1888. The
chairman was General R. Alexander, a prominent member of the
C.M.S. Committee. There was one large public meeting, at
which Lord Shaftesbury presided, and Sir Herbert Edwardes was
the chief speaker.
But the more important effects of the Revival Movement upon
the Missionary Enterprise were not seen till long afterwards.
These we shall have to trace out in future chapters. Meanwhile
we may recall some pregnant words written by Mr. Ridgeway a
few years earlier. At a time when more missionaries were
urgently needed, and the C.M.S. Committee were asking for
special prayer that they might be raised up, Ridgeway reminded
;‘;I'i‘;g’eal the Society that what was really wanted was another Pentecost :—
needed. “ The want of missionaries is no doubt the point of immediate pressure,
but that can be met only by increased effectiveness on the part of the whole
spiritual body, more singleness of dedication to the Lord’s work, more
holy energy, more true devotedness : and how shall these be, except by
a renewed effusion of that Spirit Who is the Mover and Promoter to all
godly action, and the Dispenser of all needful gifts and graces ? "t

* Memoir of Bishop Cotton, p. 154.
T C.M. Intelligencer, 1854, p. 101.



CHAPTER XXXV,

Toe SocieTy AT HOME.

Progress during the Decade—Venn and his. Fellow-Secretaries—New
Committee Men-—Deaths: E. Bickersteth, Lord Bexley, Sir R.
Inglis, John Thornton—The Preachers: W. B. Mackenzie, Bishop
O’Brien, Joseph Fenn, Bishop Tait, J. C. Miller— Anniversary and
Valedictory Meetings—New Missionaries—The Children’s Home—
The C.M.S. Periodicals—C.M.S. and Mr. Gladstone.

s Tt is like @ grain of mustard seed. . . . It grew, and wazed a grcat {ree.”—
St. Luke xiii. 19.
“Tle leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”—Rev. xxii. 2.

Z I the decade preceding the Jubilee was a period of Parr VI.
¥ expansion and advance, as we have seen it was, 1849-61.
much more so was the decade following the Jubilee. CP2P- 3%
The vigour of Henry Venn's administration was more progress
and more conspicuous. He had joined the Secre- 3fefhe
tariat, as we remember, at a time of great financial difficulty.

Out of that difficulty God had graciously delivered the Society,

and no pecuniary perplexity marred the Jubilee rejoicings.
Naturally there was some little reaction after the special effort of

raising the additional Jubilee Fund; but after a year or two the

Income began to rise again steadily year by year; large individual
benefactions were made, including one of £10,000 in 1857 ; in the

last years of the period we are now about to review, the receipts
averaged over £140,000, or £50,000 more than they did when

Venn came into office ; and instead of, as then, a debt of £11,000,

there was a Capital Fund in reserve of £46,000. Then during the

twelve years, 1849-61, two hundred and fifty missionaries were

sent out, a much higher average than before, and including, as we

shall see presently, a good number of University graduates, and

some of the very ablest men the Church has ever given to the

foreign field. 1If the first period of Venn’s Secretariat was marked

by the starting of the China Mission, the Telugu Mission, the New -
Yoruba Mission, and the Fast Africa Mission, the second period, Missicens.
now before us, was signalized by the opening of the Niger Mission,

the Constantinople Mission, the Palestine Mission, the Sindh
Mission, the Punjab Mission, the Agra College, the Oudh Mission,

the Central Provinces Mission, the Santal Mission, the Tamil

D 2
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Coolie Mission, the Mauritius Mission, the Fuh-kien Mission, the
Saskatchewan Mission, the Moosonee Mission, the Athabasca
Mission, and the North Pacific Mission.

And it was a period of enlarged faith and hope. Report after
Report winds up with most stirring words of appeal for more men.
In 1853, indeed, the closing words are quite startling to a reader
who imagines that the Society’s policy of faith is a new thing.
“The Committee state,” we read, «“in the presence of this vast
meeting, and before the Church at large, their willingness to
accept any wumber of true missionaries, who may appear to be
called of God to the work. They will send out any wnumber,
trusting-to the Lord of the harvest, Whose is the silver and the
gold, to supply their treasury with the funds for this blessed and
glorious undertaking.”

Throughout this period Henry Venn pulled the labouring oar.
There was no such departmental division of work then as has
been rendered unavoidable by later development. The other
clerical Secretaries, able men as no doubt they were, seem to have
been virtually only assistants to Venn. John Tucker, who was
appointed just before the Jubilee, was Fellow of Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, and the friend of Keble and Arnold; and his
extraordinary influence while at Madras has before been men-
tioned ; but he only stayed in office four years. William Knight,
who succeeded him, was Fellow of Worcester College, Oxford,
and in after years one of Archbishop Tait’s chaplains. John
Chapman, who was locum tenens for Knight while the latter was
sent for a time on special business to Ceylon and India, and who
afterwards was full Secretary for a few years, was Fellow of St.
John’s, Cambridge, before he went to Travancore as Principal of
the Cottayam College. All three were excellent Secretaries, and
Knight’s services in drawing important Minutes and other work of
a literary character, were especially valuable; but the longest of
the three periods of service, Knight’s, was only ten years; and
Venn’s greatness really made all others look small. Nor did the
Lay Office weigh even that scale down. Major Straith went to
live out of town, and though he retained the title of Hon. Lay
Secretary, he did not superintend the office. To do this Major
Charles Graham was appointed, but he only stayed a year or two ;
and then Mr. Myrie Holl became Assistant Secretary, in which post
he did good and useful service. In 1859, a new Lay Secretary was
found in Colonel Michael Dawes, who, says a surviving colleague,
s did the executive work of his department exceedingly well, but
took small part in the general administration ”; but Major Straith
still retained his honorary office, so that for a time the Annual
Report exhibited the names of six Secretaries, viz., Venn, Knight,
Chapman, Straith, Dawes, and Holl. And this was without
counting the Editorial Secretary and the Central Association
Secretary, who were not in those days members of the Secretariat
proper. These two posts were occupied by the Revs. Joseph
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Ridgeway and J. B. Whiting. Mr. Ridgeway’s important work will Parr VI.
be noticed presently. Mr. Whiting virtually succeeded the layman, 1849-61.
Mr. Greenway, mentioned in aformer chapter as a kind of central Chi_p_&"
agent for deputations. :

The staff of Association Secretaries at this time comprised The Asso-
several men who afterwards became well known in more §250
important positions. Among the names during our period are taries.
those of A. M. W. Christopher, since so conspicuous a figure at
Oxford ; W. BE. Light, afterwards of Dover ; John Mee, afterwards

. a full Secretary of the Society ; C. F. S. Money, afterwards Hon.

Canon of Rochester; Gordon Calthrop, afterwards of Highbury ;
George Knox, afterwards Editor of the Church Missionary In-
telligencer ; Robert Long, now Archdeacon of Auckland; R. C.
Billing, afterwards Bishop of Bedford ; Charles Marson, afterwards

of Clevedon ; Henry Sutton, afterwards one of the full Secretaries,

now Vicar of Aston and Hon. Canon of Worcester. Another
Association Secretary at this time was W. Pakenham Walsh,
afterwards Bishop of Ossory, who had charge of Ireland. The c.M.s.in
Hibernian Auxiliary was going forward, and a striking account is Ireland.
given by Mr. Walsh of the interest in Missions to the Heathen
displayed by the converts from Romanism of the Irish Church
Missions. Trinity College, Dublin, was also alive, headed by its
Regius Professor of Divinity, Dr. Singer, who in 1852 became
Bishop of Meath. ~

Returning to Salisbury Square, and scanning the lists of the Lay
Committee, we find our pericd one prolific of new names of im- 2’%‘2:‘{,‘2.“:“
portance, especially of laymen. John Sperling and R. Prance mittee.
were practical business men, and much valued as such. P. F.
O’Malley and Russell Gurney were distinguished Queen’s Counsel,
and the latter became Recorder of Liondon ; and both of them
rendered valuable service. But Anglo-Indians continued, as ever,
to form the backbone of the Committee. Throughout the period,

J. M. Strachan retained his leading position; while the new
namnes included those of Colonels Hughes and Smith, Generals
Alexander and Clarke ; George Arbuthnot, the Madras banker;
John Fryer Thomas, Secretary to the Madras Government ; Henry
Carre Tucker, Commissioner of Benares at the time of the Mutiny ;
Huddleston Stokes, and Arthur Lang. In 1860 came James
Stuart, formerly of Calcutta, and afterwards one of the founders

of the Church of England Zenana Society; and Sydney Gedge,
the solicitor, who quickly became Venn’s regular referee in legal
matters, and who alone survives of all the lay Committee men of
that day. The conspicuous clerics are not so numerous. The And
principal new names are those of C. Smalley, jun., respected son erics:
of a respected father before mentioned; Vincent Ryan and C. R.
Alford, successive Principals of what was then Highbury Training
College, and who afterwards became Bishops respectively of
Mauritius and Vietoria (Hong Kong); J. H. Titcomb, afterwards
first Bishop of Rangoon; and Dr. L. B. White, now Secretary
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Part VI of the Religious Tract Society and Rector of St. Mary Alder-
1849-61. gy,

Chap-35. " A7 interesting notice of the Committee at this time occurs in
‘Dr.ouf  the Life of Dr. Duff, who was received by them on February 10th,

Sescribes 1851, and who wrote to a Scotch friend as follows :—

mittee,

“T had a grand meeting with the leading men of the Church Missionary
Society. Between forty and fifty assembled during the business hours
of the day. That so many influential laymen should so assemble to hear
about their Indian Missions and raise suggestions concerning them, was
one of the pleasantest and healthiest symptoms I have yet met with.
Truly when the Church of England people are devoted, their devotedness
is of a rarely simple, graceful,and winning order. The flower of English
devotional piety woven around the sturdy trunk of our Scottish ortho-
doxy would give us the highest attainable relative perfectionism of the
Christian man. To see men like Lord H. Cholmondeley, Sir Peregrine
Maitland, Admiral Hope, and others of like rank, enter with childlike
simplicity into missionary details—not as a dry matter of business, but
of hearty love—was a cheering spectacle not soon to be forgotten.” ¥

New Vice-

pew viee- It would be wearisome to give the names of the many new Vice-

Presidents and Honorary Governors for Life. Twenty-five Bishops
accepted the former office within the period, among the names of
whom perhaps the most noticeable is that of Walter Kerr
Hamilton, of Salisbury, who had been (as we shall see) C.M.S.
Secretary at Oxford, but who was now more closely identified with
the Tractarian party than any other Bishop on the Bench. Among
the laymen appointed to the same office the most distinguished
were the Dukes of Devonshire and Marlborough and Sir John
(afterwards Lord) Lawrence.

Deaths. Death, during our present period, claimed a heavy tribute from
Bicker.  the ranks of old and valued friends. First of all, and greatest
steth. of losses, Edward Bickersteth was taken. To the last, he was

untiring in his labours in behalf of Christian enterprises of all
kinds, travelling over the country to preach or speak, not only for
the C.M.S., but for the Bible Society, for the Jews’ Society, for
the Pastoral Aid Society, and especially for the Irish Church
Missions, the foundation of which has been before mentioned,
and in which he took .the liveliest interest; and to the last, his
sunny spirit diffused brightness wherever he went. We have seen
that his last C.M.8. speech in London was at the Jubilee Meeting.
In the following May, at the Bible Society’s Anniversary, he
carried, against the Executive, the motion which led ultimately
(though not till 1857) to the opening of that Society’s meetings
Hislast  with prayer. His last public speech in London was in the next
Dl s, November, when Alexander Dallas came from Ireland to tell of
the victories of the simple Gospel in the far West. While the
British nation was paying for the training of Roman priests at
Maynooth, the Protestant Bishop of Tuam was confirming hun-
dreds of those who had learned from the agents of the Irish

* Life of Alerander Duff, vol. ii. p. 190.
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Church Missions to know the Great High Priest—a work which
won eulogies even from Bishop Samuel Wilberforce, when,
two years later, he visited Ireland.* Once more Bickersteth
addressed the Evangelical clergy, at the January Islington meet-
ing ; but that gathering, which now fills alarge hall to overflowing,
and is reported at length in the newspapers, was then held
privately in Daniel Wilson’s library in Barnsbury Park. His
subject was the Dangers of Rationalism, then beginning to be
realized. That same evening he preached for the C.M.S. at St.
Mildred’s, Bread Street—his last sermon in London. Three days
afterwards, that young but brilliant and beloved eclergyman,
Spencer Thornton, dropped dead in the street. Bickersteth
wrote an ¢ In Memoriam * of him for the Christian Observer ; and
he had only just corrected the proofs when his own fatal illness
struck him down. The last entry in his personal journal refers to
Thornton’s sudden call, and then adds, concerning himself and
his own labours, “ Oh that the Lord should ever condescend to
use one so sinful and unworthy. The 51st Psalm is the Scriptural
prayer that most suits me.” This was the true spirit of the Old
Evangelicals. He died on February 28th, 1850 ; and then it was
noticed that the text of his last sermon, preached in his own
church at Watton on January 27th, had been, “ Come, ye blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.” If Henry Venn holds the first place
among the home saints and heroes of C.M.8. history, and Josiah
Pratt the second, the third place, without controversy, is held by
the devoted, loving, large-hearted Edward Bickersteth.

In the following year, 1851, died Lord Bexley, the Vansittart
who had been Chancellor of the Exchequer under Lord Liverpool,
and who had given the Society such valuable counsel on financial
matters.t His death vacated the Presidency of the Bible Society,
to which was elected Liord Shaftesbury, who had just succeeded
to the earldom. Another veteran friend called away was the
Rev. J. Fawecett, of Carlisle, the last survivor of the original
members of the Society, whose presence at the Jubilee Meeting
as the only representative of the earliest fathers has been before
mentioned. Then, in 1852, died Samuel Lee, the distinguished
Oriental scholar and Professor of Arabic at Cambridge, who owed
his start in life and his university education to the Society ;| and in
1853, Mr. Robert Mertting Bird, one of the Anglo-Indian rulers who
had joined the Committee on his return to England, and of whom
Sir Richard Temple says, ¢ He was a born leader of men, and in
his day there was no civil officer in Northern India equal to him
in reputation.” § In 1854 were removed Sir Peregrine Maitland,
the noble Commander-in-chief at Madras whose resignation
brought about the cessation of British salutes in honour of Indian

* Life of Bishop 8. Wilberforce, vol. iii. p. 29.
+ See Chapters X. and XXXI. T See Chapter X.
§ Jamcs Thomason, by Sir R. Temple, Bart. (Oxford, 1893.)
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idols; and James Haldane Stewart, one of the first to go on
deputation for the Society in 1813, and whose annual invitation
to united prayer for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit was a service
greater in results to the Church than many of a more conspicuous
type. .
The year 1855 saw the death of Sir Robert Harry Inglis, M.P.
for Oxford University, who had spoken nine times at the Anni-
versaries, and who, in Parliament, and in negotiations with the
Foreign and Colonial Offices, had earnestly promoted the cause of
the Gospel and of the Society; and of the faithful and tender-
spirited William Jowett, whose important services as the first
Cambridge missionary, the first to seek the enlightenment of the
Eastern Churches, and afterwards Bickersteth’s successor in the
Secretariat, have been fully noticed before. In 1859 died two
leading clerical members of the Committee, Bishop Carr and
Cornwall Smalley the elder; and in 1861 Bishop Montagu Villiers
of Durham, and the Society’s wise counsellor and eloquent
advocate, John William Cunningham, Vicar of Harrow, notable
especially (as before mentioned) for having been the most frequent
of all the speakers at the Anniversaries.

Finally, in that same year, 1861, the Society lost its venerable
Treasurer, John Thornton. He was nephew of Henry Thornton,
the ally of Wilberforce in all his Christian enterprises, who had
been the first Treasurer; and son of Samuel Thornton, another
of the original Vice-Presidents. He became a member of the
Committee in 1810, and succeeded his uncle as Treasurer in 1815.
For forty-six years, therefore, he held that office, and all the while
he was a faithful supporter and sagacious adviser.

The numerous deaths of missionaries and others in the field—
particularly of Bishop Daniel Wilson of Caleutta, of the three first
Bishops of Sierra Leone, of Weitbrecht of Burdwan, and of Paley
and others in West Africa~—will be noticed in subsequent chapters.

Most of the Preachers at St. Bride's during the period were
Interesting men; but only two or three of the Sermons are of
exceptional merit. In 1849, the Rewv. John Harding, afterwards
second Bishop of Bombay, preached; in 1854, Bishop Carr, who
had been the first Bishop; and in 1850, the Archbishop of York,
Dr. Musgrave, one of the prelates who had joined the Society in
1841. In1853 and 1855, two much-esteemed Liondon clergymen
were chosen. One was Canon Champneys, for many years
Rector of Whitechapel, and afterwards in succession Vicar of St.
Pancras and Dean of Lichfield. He was never much identified
with the Evangelicals in party polemics, though unmistakably one
with them in doctrinal views ; and he was in no way specially a
C.M.8. man. But at Whitechapel he made his mark as a model
parish minister, and his sermon—which, unlike all the others, has
a title to it, *“ The Great Magnet” (John xii. 32)—is an interesting
specimen of the teaching of a man accustomed to talk to the poor
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and the young. The other was a remarkable man, W. B. Mackenzie,
the first Incumbent, and Incumbent for thirty-two years until his
death in 1870, of St. James’s, Holloway ; who, by the way, when
at Oxford, had been a Sunday-school teacher under Champneys.
His only curacy was at Bristol under Biddulph. In 1838 he was
appointed to the new church at Holloway, and for some years his
life was a struggle. But gradually he built up a congregation of
2000 persons, which, for a quarter of a century, crowded the
church. There was no space to enlarge the building on the floor,
so gallery after gallery was added to accommodate the throngs
that attended. Yet Mackenzie was no genius ; he had no natural
eloquence ; he always read his sermons, and they were not marked
by special depth of thought. But he knew the human heart as
few men did; he knew the real difficulties and temptations of
business men; and lawyers, doctors, merchants, went Sunday
after Sunday to learn how to live during the coming week ; while
a stream of young men ard women came to him privately day by
day for spiritual help and counsel. He was in fact the great
TEvangelical < confessor”; and hundreds did he lead to the true
Divine Priest Whose absolution is final and infallible.* His
St. Bride’s Sermon, on ¢ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” is
chiefly notable for its masterly review, from intimate knowledge,
of the whole Mission-field.

Perhaps the greatest sermon of the period, at least the most
weighty for reading now, was preached in 1851 by Dr. O’Brien,
Bishop of Ossory and Ferns, the author of the important standard
treatise on Justification. In a year when all men’s thoughts were

PArT VI.
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Chap. 35.
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concentrated on the Great Exhibition and the epoch of peace and

progress which it was supposed to inaugurate, his text was one of
singular appropriateness: just the brief sentence in Col. i. 18,
“That in all things He might have the pre-eminence.”” The
sermon is considerably longer than E. Bickersteth’s in 1832,
which, it will be remembered, occupied an hour and three-
quarters in delivery; and it is not likely that a venerable bishop
—even an Jrish one—would emulate the eager rush of Bicker-
steth’s utterance. Bishop O’Brien, as became a profound
theologian, expounds at length the whole scheme of Divine
Redemption as revealed in Seripture, and draws a solemn picture
of the mighty confliet going on in the present dispensation between
Heaven and Hell. Tothe vicissitudes of that conflict he attributes
the seemingly slow progress of the Gospel and the frequent
disappointments in actual missionary work. But the victory, he
shows, is certain. ¢ In all things '’ Christ shall ¢ have the pre-
eminence.” ‘“Wherefore "—-so he closes his triumphant argument
—*“ comfort one another with these words.”

* His two mext successors at St. James’s were W. Boyd Carpenter, now
Bishop of Ripon, and E. A. Stuart, now Vicar of St. Matthew’s, Bayswater.
It is rare that a church holding two thousand is crowded under three successive
Incumbents,
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Two of the preachers (besides Harding and Carr) belonged to
the inner C.M.S. circle, Joseph Fenn and H. V. Elliott. Fenn,
one of the famous trio of Travancore (Bailey, Baker, Fenn), was
the third St. Bride’s preacher who had been a missionary;* but
in 1856, when he was appointed to fulfil this office, he had been
for nearly thirty years a regular and influential member of the
Committee. His sermon, an exposition of John xvii. 20-23, is
a plea for unity among Christ’s servants as the essential pre-
requisite to missionary success; and it embodies a delightful
picture of that spiritual and invisible Church of true believers which
is the real Body of Christ. T am speaking,” said the old veteran,+t
quoting Hooker, “ of that society of which it hath been well
said that ¢ it cannot be sensibly discerned by any man, not only
because parts thereof are in heaven already with Christ, but also
because the rest that are on earth, albeit their natural persons be
visible, we do not discern them under this property whereby they
are truly and infallibly of this body.” Of this society it 15 well
said that ‘it needeth no external polity’: it is‘ the mystical body
and the invisible spouse of Christ.”” Not that he depreciates
the visible Church or Churches : quite the contrary; but he relies -
for that ¢ oneness’” which is to make the world know that
the Father sent the Son, not on ‘“grand schemes of external
ecclesiastical union,” but on the true ¢ unity of the Spirit *’ among
the true members of Christ. Henry Venn Elliott, who preached
in 1860, was a son of the Mr. Charles Elliott who was one of the
original members of the Committee, and brother of the learned
author of Hore Apocalypticee. He was Incumbent of St. Mary’s,
Brighton, and Hon. Sec. of the flourishing Church Missionary
Association in that rapidly-growing town. The subject of his
sermon was ‘‘ the things which happened” falling out ¢rather

unto the furtherance of the Gospel ” (Phil. i. 12), a suitable topic

for the years following the Indian Mutiny. He applies the text
to four matters of controversy at the time, all of which will come
before us by-and-by :—

“Tf we are calumniated as enemies to Church order and Episcopacy,
or as careless and wasteful of the funds entrusted to us §—if it be pro-
posed to dissolve before the time our connexion with stations which our
missionaries originally occupied with their lives in their hands ||—if the
first impulse of some civil and military officers in India was to lay the
Mutiny at the doors of our missionary operations f—let none of these
things move us. False accusations bring out the truth. Trials of
temper happen to us ‘rather for the furtherance of the Gospel.””

* Jowett and Tucker had preceded him. There has boen only one since,
French.

+ He was sixty-six then, but he lived to attend the Committee nearly twenty
years more.

1 Referring to the attacks of the High Church organs at this time. See

. 14,
P § Referring to 8.G.0.’s criticisms. See p. 378.

| Referring to Bishop Selwyn’s proposals. See p. 94.

€ See Chapters XLV. and XL VI,
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Four of the preachers belong to that group of good men who
are often so unjustly disparaged, the ¢ Palmerston Bishops.”
One of them, indeed, the Hon. and Rev. J. T. Pelham, brother of
the Barl of Chichester, preached in 1852, four years before the
succession began, and five years before his own appointment to
that Diocese of Norwich where he was for so long a time so great
a blessing. His sermon is one of the best of the series. The
text, 2 Cor. x. 15,16, is, ag it stands, an uncommon one, notwith-
standing the familiarity of the two words “ regions beyond "—
« Having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be
enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, to preach the
Gospel in the regions beyond you.” These words Mr. Pelham
expounds as a direct appeal to the Church at Corinth to help
St. Paul in his projects with men and with means (“ enlarged by
yor "), and dwells on the condition pre-requisite to such help
being “abundant,” viz., ¢ when your faith is increased.” The
application is very impressively drawn out. The other three
preachers, selected after they became Bishops, were Montagu Vil-
liers of Carlisle (afterwards Durham), Robert Bickersteth of Ripon,
and Tait of London. None of the three sermons is intrinsically
notable ; all three are short, and with little reference to the actual
circumstances of the Society; and the St. Bride’s congregation
has always preferred a long sermon teeming with allusions to
current events. Tait, however, was not open to criticism on this
latter point. The Annual Service fell in hig year, 1859, on the
day following the National Thanksgiving for the final restoration
of peace and order in India after the Mutiny. That Thanksgiving
Day was Sunday, May 1st, and one of the Psalms for the day
was the Second. Bishop Tait, in avowed allusion to this, took
the eighth verse as his text, “ Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee
the Heathen for Thine inheritance.” His exposition of this
Messianic Psalm is entirely on orthodox lines, and, though too
brief, is very much ad rem.

But the most powerful of these thirteen sermons in respect of
eloquence and appropriateness at the time, is unquestionably
that preached in 1858 by Dr. John C. Miller, of Birmingham.
Miller was really a preacher of the first class, and into the sermon
on this great occasion he threw his whole strength. For it was
a great occasion. Our Indian Empire was the one paramount
subject in the thoughts of all men. As we shall see in a future
chapter, a grand manifesto - by the Society was called for; and a
grand manifesto indeed Miller put forth. Some of his utterances
on the Indian Question must be noticed hereafter ; but the sermon
was by no means confined to that subject. It opens with a
singularly beautiful setting forth of ¢ the unsearchable riches of
Christ ** (the text was Eph. iii. 8). It bristles, moreover, with
allusions to public matters of interest. For instance, the intensely
thrilling story of the first attempt to lay a telegraph cable under
the Atlantic had appeared in the Times a few days before. ¢ The
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mightiest projects of man’s enterprise,” exclaimed the preacher,
“in which the daring experiments of a marvellous science and
the vast resources of a country’s capital and the bold venture of
a speculative age are in combination —what are these beside the
grandeur of the missionary cause?’” And there is a stirring
passage on the rising Neologian or Broad Church School, which
is at least as applicable now as it was then :—

“The signs of the times’ among us are portentous. A deadly leaven
is at work. On the one side, the Scylla of excessive ritualism and
symbolism, combined with a bigoted exclusiveness; on the other, the
Charybdis of a churchmanship and a Christianity so broad, that our
“most holy faith’ is enervated and lost amid the unsatisfying subtleties
of a negative theology—a Neo-Platonism and a Pantheism savouring of
the schools of Alexandria rather than of the school of Christ. If India
will never be enriched by a sacramentarian Gospel, so neither by mis-
sionaries who shall present the written Word of God as other than a
volume of infallibly inspired truth. If the authority of that Word,
and the humbling truth of the death-darkness and corruption of un-
regenerate and unenlightened man, are to be lost amid the jargon of
‘inner light ’ and “ moral consciousness,” by which man is to be guided
in his selection or rejection of the teachings of the Holy Spirit, and to
pronounce that here Paul may be followed, but that there he was
mistaken ; if the inspiration of men ‘ moved by the Holy Ghost’ is to be
confounded with the genius of a Homer and a Milton ; if, in place of
the one ¢ full, perfect, and suflicient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction’
of the great Sin-bearer, and the special and unique design of His
precious blood-shedding and fulfilment of the law, missionaries are
to recite the story of the Crucified as of one whose sacrifice of Him-
self differed in degree only from the self-sacrifices of heroic men; if
Immanuel is no longer ‘the Lord our righteousness,’—where are the
‘unsearchable riches’? And if the benevolence and love of God are to
be exalted at the expense of His holiness, His justice, and His truth ;
and fire which He threatens as nnquenchable, and a worm which He
threatens as undying, are to be argued and explained away that a
stumbling-block to man’s pride of reason may be removed and a specious
Universalism substituted for ‘the smoke of their torment’ which
¢ ascendeth up for ever and ever’; if the offices and work of God’'s most
blessed Spirit in the hearts of God’s chosen are to be confounded with
other workings of His power wbich involve no bestowal of saving grace ;
if Christ’s brotherhood to God’s sons and daughters, bone of His bone
and flesh of His flesh by reason of their mystic oneness with Him, is to
be merged into a universal brotherhood to man, flowing from the simple
fact of His Incarnation ; if Christ’s return is not to be presented in its
literality and personality, not only as the blessed hope of His Church,
but as a day of judgment on quick and dead,—then indeed we have a
broad Christianity, but it is the breadth of a Christianity from which
spiritual truth has been eliminated—a caput mortuum—another ¢ Gospel’
—a magnet with no attractive virtue—a Gospel which must fail to
enrich man and which will bring no glory to God. From such a Church-
manship and from such a Gospel may God preserve the Church
Missionary Society.”

The list of speakers at the Annual Meetings during this period
has a very different appearance from that of earlier times. There
was a much larger field of selection, and few men were asked on two
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oecasions. Before the Jubilee, the names of Bishops Ryder, C. Parr vI.
gumner, and J. B. Sumner, the Marquis of Cholmondeley, Lord 1849-61.
Calthorpe, Sir R. H. Inglis, Daniel Wilson the elder (before he ©bap-35.
went to India), Edward Bickersteth, Gerard and Baptist Noel,
Professor Scholefield, and above all J. W. Cunningham, occur
again and again. Of these, the majority do not reappear after the
Jubilee. Bishop C. Sumner spoke twice more (making fourteen The most
times in all); his brother the Archbishop did not speak again. Sir g?eqa“fef;g
R. Inglis spoke once more (making nine times), and Scholefield

once more (making six times). Lord Cholmondeley, though not

again on the programme of the Meeting, constantly presided at

the Evening Meeting, which, however, was of little account in

those days. Bishop Longley, of Ripon, who spoke three times

before the Jubilee, does not appear again, nor does he as Arch-

bishop of York. In a later year he does as Archbishop of
Canterbury. But there is one name that is conspicuous in both

periods, that of Hugh Stowell. To his eleven speeches before the

Jubilee he added six afterwards, his total being thus only second

to John Cunningham’s nineteen. Bishop C. Sumner, with his
fourteen, ties with Bishop Ryder for third place, and Bishop

J. B. Sumner is No. 5. No. 6 in the whole list of the century is

an unexpected name, that of Dr. Tait, who spoke once as Dean

of Carlisle, five times as Bishop of London, and four times as
Primate ; but this carries us beyond our present period. Dean

Close comes next, tieing with his nine speeches Sir R. Inglis;

and then follow other older speakers. It is surprising to find that

Hugh McNeile only spoke five times.

Among other prominent men who spoke each once within our Leading
present period should be named the Duke of Marlborough, the 350 o ¢he
Earl of Shaftesbury, the Earl of Carlisle, the Earl of Harrowby speakers.
(father of the present Earl), Viscount Midleton, Lord Haddo,

Lord Benholme, Sir E. N. Buxton (son of the first and father of

the second Sir Fowell), Bishop Hinds of Norwich, Bishop Singer of
Meath, Bishop Perry of Melbourne, Bishop Mellvaine of Ohio,
Bishop Anderson of Rupert’s Land, Bishop Cotton of Calcutta,
Bishop Carr of Bombay, Bishop Payne of Liberia, S. Waldegrave
(afterwards Bishop of Carlisle), C. Baring (afterwards Bishop of
Durham); while Bishop R. Bickersteth of Ripon, Bishop Smith of

China, Bishop Vidal of Sierra Leone, and the Hon. A. (afterwards

Lord) Kinnaird, spoke twice each. So did the venerable Dr.
Marsh, who appeared for the last time on an Exeter Hall platform

at the C.M.S. and Jews’ Society Meetings in 1858, in his eighty-

third year. Bishop Montagu Villiers spoke three times. 1.
Hoare, J. C. Miller, and J. C. Ryle, were also speakers, but their

more prominent time was later. Three distinguished foreigners Foreigners
appear in the lists, viz., Baron Bunsen, the famous Prussian Am-
bassador, and virtual founder of the Jerusalem Bishopric; Dr.

C. G. Barth, of Stuttgardt; and Dr. Tyng, of New York. Of ,
Anglo-Indians there were Archdeacon Pratt, of Calcutta (son of Indians.
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Josiah Pratt); Mr. J. F. Thomas, Secretary to the Madras
Government; Mr. Macleod Wylie, of Calcutta ; Major Edward
Lake (afterwards General, and Hon. Sec. of the Society); and,
above all, Colonel (afterwards Sir Herbert) HEdwardes, whose
memorable speech in 1860—which will be noticed hereafter—has
always been regarded as the greatest ever made at a C.M.S.
meeting. The missionaries are again in this period but meagrely
represented. Dr. Duff spoke again in 1851 ; and of C.M.S. men
there were John Thomas of Tinnevelly, Cobbold of China, Hunter
of Rupert’s Land, Bowen of Palestine (afterwards Bishop of
Sierra Leone), Townsend of Abeokuta, Cobb and Leupolt of
Benares, Jetter of Smyrna, Robert Clark and Fitzpatrick of the
Punjab, and French of Agra; but in three several years no
missionary at all spoke.

During our period, there was another class of meetings, of no
less intrinsic interest, though not attracting crowds like the Anni-
versaries. It will be remembered that the Society’s earliest large
public gatherings were Valedictory Dismissals;* and we all
know that in the present day these are the most attractive of
all our assemblies. But for many years the Farewell Meetings
were technically open Committee meetings, and were sometimes
held in the ugly and incommodious old parish schoolroom
of Islington, before noticed ; + sometimes in the Liverpool Road
Schools ; sometimes in the Children’s Home at Highbury ; some-
times in the Church Missionary College ; although a good many of
the most interesting Dismissals took place at actual Committee
meetings in Balishury Square—as indeed is still the case when
there are only two or three going. But some of the Dismissals
during our period deserve notice, either here or in future chapters.
Before glancing at them, however, we must introduce the mis-

sionaries themselves.

Of 246 names that came on the roll in the thirteen years from
1849 to 1861 inclusive, sixty-two are those of University men,
seventy-two of Englishmen trained at Islington, forty of Germans
and Swiss (most of whom were also at Islington), and seventeen
of women. The remainder comprise several young laymen
trained by the Rev. Thomas Green at Friezland in Yorkshire,
some schoolmasters from Highbury Training College (the Principal
of which, the Rev. C. R. Alford, made special arrangements for
C.M.S. candidates ), and a few engaged in the Mission-field.
The high proportion of University men will be noticed. Indeed,
in the first five years following the Jubilee they exceeded in
number the Islington men ; but this lead was not long maintained.
In the whole of our period they included thirfy-five men from

* See Chapter X. + See Vol. L., p. 493.

t There was a great demand at this time for trained schoolmasters in the
Missions; and in 1853-4, no less than twelve were sent out, to West Africa,
India, Ceylon, New Zealand, and Rupert’s Land.
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Cambridge, of whom twenty-five had graduated in honours Part VI
(eight were Wranglers) ; twelve from Oxford, of whom six were 5549—51;
honour-men ; fourteen from Dublin, some of whom also had a “"P 85.
high academical record; and one from London University.
These graduate missionaries negd not be named here, as a later
chapter is devoted to them. Islington, too, supplied first-rate men others.
at this time; but, for the same reason, it is not necessary now
to specify them. The miscellaneous list also has good names:
John Horden (afterwards Bishop of Moosonee); W. Duncan, of
Metlakahtla; T. 8. Grace (a clergyman from St. Bees’), of New
Zealand ; 8. Coles, of Ceylon; G. Candy, formerly an officer in
the army, then a missionary of 8.P.G., and afterwards of C.M.8S.;
and Colonel Martin, the devoted founder, and benefactor of the
Amritsar and Peshawar Missions, and afterwards an honorary
missionary. The few single women sent out were mostly school-
mistresses; but two must be specially mentioned, viz., Miss
Louise Ellwanger, a lady from Wurtemberg, who worked in
North India for thirty-six years, and Miss Jane Hooper, who went
to India with her brother, the Rev. Dr. W. Hooper, in 1861, and
laboured for just the same period,—latterly, as Mrs. Low, in
Palestine.

Many of the recruits of this period served twenty, thirty, and Long
forty years; and no less than twelve of that period are still in the Se™Vies:
field, viz., Bishop Stuart (already 48 years), R. Clark (already 47
years), Bishops Burdon and Williams (each already 45 years),

Bishop Moule (40 years), Higgens (47), Zeller (43), Alexander
(41), Clarke, Coles, Simmons, Wolters (each 38), and Wolfe (37).

It will be readily understood how deeply interesting some of the some me-
Valedictory Meetings must have been at which men like these were forable
taken leave of. It is true that in most cases the future course of gatherings,
the young recruit could not be foreseen. But to many of the men and I s
considerable interest attached before they started ; sometimes the by Venn.
new work to which this or that one was designated invited special
attention ; and sometimes other circumstances made the gathering
notable. Thus, on October 5th, 1849, the second and third African
clergymen, G. Nicol and T. Maxwell (5. Crowther having been
the first), who had been educated at Islington and ordained by
Bishop Blomfield, were included in the Dismissal, and so were
three young Negro women, trained in England as schoolmistresses;
and on the same occasion four men were commissioned to accom-
pany Bishop G. Smith (the second C.M.S. missionary raised to
the Episcopate) to China, three of them (Gough, Monerieff,

Welton) clergymen of University standing and some ministerial
experience, and two of them to start a Mission at Fuh-chow.
On August 20th, 1850, two men of high academical distinetion
were sent forth to found a new College at Agra. The project
Wwas an important one, and Venn’s Instructions laid down valuable
Principles regarding Educational Missions ; but none knew that
day the lustre that would afterwards attach to the names of French

‘Women.
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and Stuart. The remarkable circumstances attending the dis-
missal of Dr. Krapf for Bast Africa, on January 2nd, 1851, will
appear hereafter; and we shall also have to refer to Venn’'s
Instructions delivered on June 20th in that year to R. Clark and
Fitzpatrick, going to start the Punjab Mission. A leave-taking of
several missionaries for different fields in June, 1852, was notable
for the presence of the well-known New Zealand Christian chief,
Tamihana (Thompson) Te Rauparaha, whose speech (translated)
was reported verbatim, and for a powerful address by Francis Close
on ‘“ the Preaching of the Everlasting Gospel ”; and a meeting on
November 1st in the same year has a historic interest as the
farewell to (among others) Mrs. Anna Hinderer. On April 8th,
1856, another Maori Christian chief of high reputation, Hoani
Hipango (John Williams), who had been presenting the kingly
insignia of several of his brethren to the Queen, took leave of the
Society. In September, 1860, at a time when political perplexities
of various kinds prevailed in India, China, Africa, and Turkey,
Venn delivered his memorable and weighty Instructions on the
relation of missionaries to political questions, and to the rulers of
the countries in which they labour—Instructions that have been
again and again referred to and quoted from ever since.*

From the Missionaries and the Valedictory Meetings we should
pass naturally to the Church Missionary College; but as a
separate chapter is devoted to.-it, we go on to the Society’s
other home institution, the Missionaries’ Children’s Home., This,
asg before mentioned, was one memorial of the Jubilee ; but such
an institution had been- thought of before, so far at least as one
half of its work was concerned. On the death of Josiah Pratt, in
1844, it was proposed to raise a fund in memory of him for the
establishment of a home for missionartes’ daughters, to be called
the Pratt Female School. Only about £800, however, was con-
tributed, and the project was therefore merged in the larger one
announced at the Jubilee.t In order to begin the work experi-
mentally, three houses in Milner Square, Islington,} were rented
in the first instance; and the Home was opened with fifteen
children, under the charge of the Rev. S. H. and Mrs. Unwin.
On March 7th, 1850, the President and Committee met in one of
the houses, and dedicated the Home, thus modestly commenced,
to the service of the Lord. Applications for admission quickly
came in; a fourth house was added; and at length a piece of
ground was purchased in Highbury Grove, and a commodious

* See Chapter XL1X.

t Being in North Wales for a holiday, Venn invited three boys at King
William’s College in the Isle of Man, who were sons of missionaries, to join
him. This led to the train of thought whence came the idea of the Children’s
Home.

+ Twenty years afterwards, one of these houses was taken by the Author of
this History, in complete unconsciousness of its former connexion with the
Society.
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building erected to accommodate about eighty boys and girls, at a
total cost, including fittings and furniture, of about £19,000. To
defray this sum, the Jubilee Fund was drawn upon for £8237,
to which was added the Pratt Fund contributions, and a legacy of
£5000 bequeathed for the purpose by Miss Cook, of Cheltenham ;
the balance being obtained from a surplus in the Capital Fund
account. The new building was opened on April 8th, 1853, with
addresses by the President, the Director (Mr. Unwin), the Rev.
B. Auriol (who spoke to the children), the Rev. B. Bailey (repre-
senting the missionaries), and the Rev. J. W. Cunningham.
Seventy children were already in the Home, and ere long it became
quite full. In the following year, Mr, Unwin retired, and was
succeeded as Director by the Rev. W. G. Barker.

The Children’s Home has all along proved the greatest possible
boon to the missionaries. It is, as a rule, most undesirable to
rear and educate English boys and girls in tropical countries ; and
as a matter of fact New Zealand is the only country occupied by
the Society in which the missionaries have felt able to keep their
children with them. The Society’s Home does not, it is true,
even now in the large building at Limpsfield, accommodate all
who are eligible ; and many parents prefer to take the small sum
allowed them towards the maintenance of children, and place
them under the care of relatives or friends. But other parents
have no relatives or friends who are able to receive them ; and in
these numerous cases the Home is highly valued. Not a few
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Inissionaries now in the field are the sons and daughters of mis-

sionaries, and were themselves educated at the Home; but no
attempt has been made to press the children into the Society's
service. A hereditary ¢ missionary caste’” would be a perilous
experiment. Many of the boys have, by their talents and energy,
afterwards achieved for themselves academical and other distine-
tions. The present Public Orator at Cambridge, Mr. Sandys, is
a distinguished example. Altogether, the words of Ps. cii. 28,
adopted from the first as the motto of the Home, have been
abundantly fulfilled, ¢ The children of Thy servants shall continue,
and their seed shall be established before Thee.” *

There is yet another branch of the Scciety’s work at home,
concerning which little has so far been said in this History.
This is the department of Publications. In early days, Publica-
tlons were regarded as an important part of the missionary work
abroad in which the Society was to engage; and considerable
sums were spent upon the production of linguistic works in various
lﬁmgu&ges, grammars, dictionaries, primers, tracts, and transla-
tions of the Scriptures, the Prayer-book, &c. This work, of
course, is still as important as ever it was; but the Society itself

* A lady sent Venn a small contribution to be mnsed in some kind of
decorgtion in the Home. With it he had this text painted in a little recess
Opposite the entrance.
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does not take a large share in it. So far, that is, as the expense
is concerned ; for as regards the writers and t_ranslfmtors, they are
of necessity supplied from among the missionaries. But the
arrangements are for the most part made, and the funds supplied,
by the Bible Society, the 8.P.C.K., the R.T.S., and the Ch}rlstlan
Literature Society for India. The word Publications, in the
Society’s later sense of it, means missionary literature for circula-
tion at home: reports, periodicals, tracts and booklets, and
occasional larger works.

Confining our attention just now to Publications of this kind,
we find that for the first few years the only information published
was in the Annual Report, which itself only occupied a few pages ;
nor did other societies, the S.P.G., the L.M.S., and the Baptists,
do any more. The real start was made by Josiah Pratt when he
began the Missionary Register in 1818. Of this remarkable work
a full account has been given in the chapter on ¢ Forward Steps,”
for a very important forward step it really was.” The Iegister
was, as we have seen, not an official C.M.8S. publication; but for
several years the Society purchased a large number of copies for
distribution. After Pratt retired from the Secretaryship, the
Committee began to think that, good as the Register was, the
Society needed a periodical of itsown. A small four-page Quarterly
Paper had been begun in 1816, for humbler contributors ; and now
for a short time a small Monthly Paper was issued. In 1830
this was enlarged, and started under the new title of the Church
Missionary Record, 24 (afterwards 32) pages octavo. The price
was threepence, but it was for the most part supplied free, as the
Register had been, to subseribers and collectors. A few copies of
both Quarterly Paper and Eecord were sold ; but taking at random
the year 1836 as a specimen, we find £1500 spent upon them, and
only £41 received. In 1838, a small paper called the Missionary
(Heaner was started by Charles Hodgson, and in 1841 the Society
adopted it, as a twopenny magazine, twelve pages octavo, with a
woodcut on the first page. In the following year, the importance
of Juvenile Associations was set forth in a special circular, and
with a view to foster them the Church Missionary Juvenile
Instructor was commenced, which soon became affectionately
known as the ¢ Little Green Book,” and attained a circulation
of 80,000 copies a month. It also was at first free, but in 1847

- the price of a halfpenny was put upon it. It circulated for the

The*C.M,
Intelli-
gencer.”’

most part among the children of the educated classes; and for
free distribution among Sunday-school subscribers of a farthing a
week, the Quarterly Token was begun in 1856,

Meanwhile, immediately after the Jubilee, the Committee
formed plans for the issue of a superior monthly publication, for
the use of educated men and women, in which articles on the
geography, ethnology, religions, &c., of the various mission-fields
could appear, and what may be called the science of Missions
discussed ; and in which important missionary letters could be
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ublished at once, instead of awaiting, perhaps for some months, Parr V1.
their turn in the systematic reports seriatim of the various Mis- 5?49—61_
sions given in the C.M. Record. Accordingly, in May, 1849, 4% 85.
appea,red the first number of the Church Missionary Intelligencer,
consisting of twenty-four pages royal octavo, printed in double
columns, as all the leading magazines were in those days.

It is a fact of historie interest that this first number contained a 1nterest of
letter which proved to be one of the most important communications its first
ever printed from a foreign land. It contained John Rebmann’s )
ammouncement of his discovery of the snow-capped mountain
Kilimanjaro.* That announcement was the commencement of
the long and thrilling story of Central African exploration, and
actually led, in its ultimate issue, to the partition of Africa among
Buropean States in our own day. Accompanying the letter is a
good-sized folded sketch map, drawn by Rebmann himself, and
dated September 22nd, 1848, in which for the first time a rough
attempt 1s made to indicate the geography of East Africa.t

The first Editor of the Intelligencer was the Rev. Joseph TheEditor,
Ridgeway. He had been Rector of High Roding, Essex, and in J3§Ph
1845 had become an Association Secretary of the Society. In
1850, he was appointed Editorial Secretary, which office he held
for twenty-one years, until his death in 1871, though for a
considerable portion of the time he also had an incumbenc
at Tunbridge Wells. During the whole period he edited the
Intelligencer ; and the C.M. Record and other smaller papers were
prepared under his supervision—except the Juwvenile Instructor
and Quarterly Token, which were long conducted by Charles
Hodgson, and the former afterwards by R. C. Billing (subse-
quently Bishop of Bedford) and by Miss E. 8. Elliott.

When the Intelligencer was fairly started, the price of the pricesand
Record was reduced to twopence, and that of the Gleaner to g sales-
penny, and so they continued for many years. The total cost for
(say) 1852 was no greater than it had been for 1836, notwith-
standing the new charge for an editorial salary; for the sales of
the Intelligencer, Gleaner, and Juvenile Instructor, brought in
£2400 to set against the increased expense. It is worth noting
that the Intelligencer was announced as having the advantage of
being ¢ stamped,”” so that it could be sent by post to missionaries
and others abroad. This intimation reminds us how differently
we are served now. In those days, every copy of a registered
newspaper or periodical had to go to the Government Stamp
Office to be stamped with a crown in red ink, each * stamp”
costing a penny. Of course penny newspapers did not then
exist. The Times was 5d. unstamped, or 6d. stamped, and the
same price was put on the Intelliggencer. Cheap magazines like
the Record and Gleaner could not afford to have a penny added

* See p. 127.
+ Of this map a facsimile is inserted in the present Volume.
. E 2
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to their price for stamping, and therefore could not pass through
the post, but had to be sent in parcels.

An extremely curious incident belongs to the history of the
periodicals at this time. In 1850, one of them, and that the one
intended for the humblest supporters, caused the withdrawal of
Mr. Gladstone from the Church Missionary Society! In the
Quarterly Paper for Christmas, 1849, there was a small and rough
missionary map of the world—not a coloured one, but shaded
with dark lines in different degrees. On so small a scale, and for
the inferior printing of a very humble paper, only four grades
could be given. Heathenism was quite black, and Protestant
Christianity quite white. Mohammedanism was represented by
a very dark shade ; and there remained one lighter shade to stand
for Roman and Eastern Christianity. Mr. Gladstone was offended
by the Roman and Greek Churches being represented by the
same shade. The former he thought might well be dark, but the
latter should be much lighter. In point of fact, a more exact
gauging of the different degrees of orthodoxy was not possible in
such a paper; but although Mr. Venn earnestly pointed out the
narrow-mindedness of discarding a great work for a cause so
small, the future Premier was inexorable, and from that time
ceased to subscribe to the Society.

Tur CuvkRcH MissioNARIES CHILDREN’s Howe, HIGHBURY GROVE, OPENED 1833,



CHAPTER XXXVI.

SoME RECRUITS FROM THE UNIVERSITIES.

C.M.S. at Oxford and Cambridge—Venn at. Cambridge—~Cambridge
C.M. Union—Fox and Noble—Ragland—Cambridge Men of the
'Fifties : Gough, Paley, Greaves, &c.—The Oxford Men: French—
H. Wright’s Offer—The Dublin Men: Bowen, Fitzpatrick, &c.

“ By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed.”—Heb. xi. 8 (R.V.).
« Considering the issue of their life, imitate their faith.”—Heb. xiii. 7 (R.V.).

sent out in the earliest days of the infant Society will 1849-61.
not have been forgotten-—¢1 see more and more Chap.36.
Who it is that must thrust out labourers into His
harvest.” * Although the first offer of service the

Society ever received came from a Senior Wrangler, the Universi- rhe uni-
ties were slow in sending forth men to go on their Lord’s yersities
errand to the Heathen He came to save.t We have seen that give men.
William Jowett was the first, in 1815 ; that fifteen others from

Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin went out between that year

and 1840; that sixteen others went out in the eight years
1841-48; and that among those thirty-two were several who
became devoted and distinguished missionaries, and four who
became bishops, W. Williams, Hadfield, G. Smith, and Russell.

In our present period of thirteen years, 1849-61, we have seen

that sixty-two University graduates came on the roll, nearly double

the number of the whole half-century preceding.

But it is remarkable that Oxford and Cambridge were ready to But ready
give money when they were slow at supplying men. The &%
beginnings at Cambridge were described in our Eleventh Chapter,
when we saw that the Association was founded in 1818, and that
zealous undergraduates, bearing names afterwards highly honoured,
had collected on a large scale before then. The Rev. W. Mandell,

Fellow of Queens’, and the Rev. W. Scholefield, Fellow of Trinity,

* See Vol. L., pp. 74, 81.

t The East India chaplains, however, sent forth by Charles Simeon, must
not be forgotten. Besides H. Martyn, the names of Thomas Thomason and
Daniel Corrie reflect honour on Cambridge. Thomason was Fellow and
Tutor of Queeng’. Corrie became the first Bishop of Madras; and his
brother, the late Master of Jesus College, survived to our own day.
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and afterwards Regius Professor of Greek, continued joint
secretaries for twenty-six years. In 1844, Mandell’s name dis-
appears, but Scholefield continucd to hold office till his death in
1853. He was one of the ablest and truest friends the Society
ever had. It was once said of him by way of complaint, ¢ That
man never gets beyond Christ.” * It would be well for both
Cambridge and Ozxford if the same thing could have been
said, and could still be said, of all their Professors. The Rev.-
C. Clayton, Caius College, joined Scholefield as Secretary in 1850,
and succeeded him when he died. The list of contributors year
by year is a very interesting thing to examine, containing as it
does scores of names that have become well known since. For
instance, in 1842, «“ G. G. Stokes, B.A., Pembroke,” begins to
subseribe ; in 1843, ¢ Rev. J. W. Colenso, St. John’s ’’; in 1847,
“B. F. Westcott, Trinity.” From 1837 onwards there was a
younger secretary for the University, in addition to Mandell and
Scholefield. «“J. 8. Howson, Trinity,” appears as holding this
office in 1840 ; ““ Andrew Jukes, Trinity,” in 1841-42; «T. G.
Ragland, Corpus,” in 1843-45. Then comes “T. Y. Nicholson,
Emmanuel,” who afterwards joined Clayton as General Secretary,
and was a most active worker for some years.

At Oxford there was no Association till 1825, but the Rev.
John Hill, Vice-Principal of St. Edmund Hall, had collected in
the University for the Society for ten years before that. He
became Secretary of the Association when it was founded, and
continued so till 1851. He, therefore, at Oxford, and Scholefield
at Cambridge, were the leading C.M.S. workers for just the same
period, about thirty-six years. Sometimes he had co-secretaries,
and among these were some notable men. John Henry Newman
appears for one year,in 1830; Walter Kerr Hamilton (afterwards
Bishop of Salisbury), in 1839-41; Samuel Waldegrave (afterwards
Bishop of Carlisle), in 1844 ; E. Meyrick Goulburn (afterwards
Dean of Norwich). in 1845. The two brothers Newman appear
together as subscribers from 1825 to 1830, when F. W.’s name
disappears, but J. H.’s continues to 1835. It is curious that
just when Francis Newman drops out, owing to his joining the
Plymouth Brother, Anthony Groves, the name of Benjamin Wills
Newton, the well-known Plymouthist leader in after years, takes
exactly the same place in the alphabetical list. In 1835 and
following years appear together R. W. Church, G. Moberly, and
F. Oakeley ; in 1837,J. T. Delane (the great editor of the 7%mes) ;
in 1838, A. H. Clough, W. C. Lake, A. P. Stanley, and A. C.
Tait; in 1842, W. Walsham How; in 1850, Charles Voysey.
These notable names, some so unexpected, suggest grave
reflections.

When one’s eye runs down the long lists of guinea subscriptions
(or more) from graduates and half-guineas from undergraduates—

* (Christian Observer, August, 1853, p. 562.
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such subscriptions being far more numerous then than now,—it
is impossible not to feel surprised that so few men seem to have
thought of personal service. And yet the surprise is lessened
when one reads an ineident recorded by Henry Venn.* A
Cambridge graduate appeared before the Committee, with an offer
of himself.+ When he left the room, some of the Committee-men
said, “ A man with so many accomplishments should go out as a
chaplain, not as a missionary”’! One only voice, that of the Lay
Secretary, Coates, ‘“was lifted up to testify that the office of a
missionary deserved the consecration to its use of the highest

intellectual acquirements.” ¢ But the first sentiment prevailed ;
an Indian chaplainey was procured. The aspirant for missionary
labours was lost to the work.” ¢ With such inadequate notions

at headquarters,” remarks Venn, “it" is not to be wondered at
that within the Universities themselves the missionary spirit was
at so low an ebb.”

When Venn became Secretary, one of his first thoughts was,
how to quicken missionary zeal in Cambridge, his own alma
mater. In 1843 he spent several days there, consulting with
Heads and Fellows and Tutors who had been his own contem-
poraries. Mr. Carus, the Senior Dean of Trinity College, who
had succeeded Charles Simeon at Trinity Church, had begun
periodical missionary meetings at the “Black Bear,” but these
were not specifically for gownsmen. It wag, however, arranged
that terminal visits should be paid by representatives of the
Society, and men be gathered in the rooms of some leading friend ;
and the first to receive Venn in this way, soon afterwards, was
Ragland, Fourth Wrangler and Fellow of Corpus, who was already
“ University Secretary,” and who quickly set the still brighter
example of going himself to the mission-field. ‘“ We began,” says
Venn, “in Ragland’s rooms with ten to fifteen collectors. The
number greatly expanded in the rooms of Nicholson of Emmanuel,
till we were forced into the larger capacity of public rooms in the
Town Hall or the Red Lion.” }  “ I have a most happy recollection
of those meetings,” says the Rev. John Barton, then an under-
graduate of Christ’s College.§

In 1857-58, two events occurred which led to an important step
forward. First, on December 3rd, 1857, David Livingstone paid
his memorable visit to Cambridge, one result of which, the foun-
dation of the Universities’ Mission to Africa, has been noticed in
our Thirty-Third Chapter. - Secondly, a few months afterwards,
Nicholson left Cambridge to take a college living; and so keen
was the sense of the value of his services to the missionary cause,

* Tn an address at Cambridge in 1870. (.M. Intelligencer, November, 1870,

. 850.
P + The name and date are not given, but it would be some time between
1835 and 1843, for Venn and Dandeson Coates were both present.
1 C.M. Intelligencer, 1870, p. 352.

§ Tn a paper read at Cambridge in 1894. (.M. Infelligencer, February,
1895, p. 94.
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that a sum of £250 was quickly collected in the University as a
testimonial, which was given to the Society, and used towards the
establishment of the Divinity School in Travancore, called after
him the Cambridge Nicholson Institution. Livingstone’s visit and
Nicholson’s departure combined, says Mr. Barton in the paper
already quoted, « to originate the idea of a MlSSlonary Union, to
be officered and mainly conducted by undergraduates.” The idea
came from the Rev. W. Monk, then curate to the Rev. J. H.
Titcomb, Vicar of Barnwell (afterwards first Bishop of Rangoon).
It was Mr. Monk, indeed, who had brought Livingstone to Cam-
bridge. The Cambridge University Church Missionary Union,
therefore, was established, and started in 1858 with ninety-two
members. Monk, however, says Mr. Barton, ‘forsook his
bantling, and threw his energies into the Universities’ Mission " ;
but Barton himself took up the Union, and started it again in the
October term of that year in the Hall of St. Catherine’s. From
that day to this it has been a power in Cambridge. Its later
history will come before us by-and-by. No similar story can be
told of Oxford; and the number of Oxonians joining the Society
has never equalled those hailing from the Cam, though there are
brilliant names among them.

Let us now glance at some few of the men who came forward
from both Universities in the 'forties and ‘fifties, tracing briefly
such particulars as we can find of their early training and subse-
quent personal careers, but leaving any accounts of their work
itself to their proper places in the history of the several Missions.
And we will begin with those two distinguished comrades in arms,
Henry Watson Fox and Robert Turlington Noble. Fox’s career,
indeed, we have already seen closed by his early death;* but
we cannot fairly think of his comrade Noble without a passing
reference to him also.

Fox and Noble are both illustrations of the unspeakable value
of early dedication to the Lord, and also of the blessed influence
which a sister may exercise. Fox was a Rugby boy, in the sixth
form under Arnold; and his position in the School is shown by
his being President of the Debating Society. Apparently his first
religious impressions were derived from a schoolfellow, but the
influence of his sister Isabella and his brother George (afterwards
the much-respected Rev. G. T. Fox of Durham) is evident from
the correspondence in his Memoir.} Dr. Arnold himself, however,
by his noble character and simple, manly teaching, also did much
towards developing all that was good in him ; and Fox always
regarded the great head-master with the deepest reverence and
affection. Robert Noble owed still more to his sisters. He was
the boy at Oakham School who was awakened early in the morning
to see his young married sister, Mrs. Palmer, on her way to
Africa, and who was enjoined by her, as her parting message, to

* Vol. 1., p. 501. 1t Memoir of H. W. Foz, pp. 3-40.
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read his Bible ;* and from his elder sister came the care, and the
money, which maintained him at school and college, and which
were a help and support to him all through his missionary life.
He, too, was fortunate in his school. The head-master of Oakham,
Dr. Doncaster, added to high academical distinction a personal
influence the results of which were seen in the lives of many of

his pupils in all parts of the world.t Home affections and school,

life—what can they not, by Divine grace, effect, if their influence
is cast on the right side?

‘What, again, can be greater than the power upon the after-life
of the quickly-passed years of University study? . To Fox, his
Oxford days were not his best. The principle of noblesse oblige,
which had helped to give him a sense of dignity and responsibility
as a prepostor under Arnold’s system, no longer availed when he
became an undergraduate at Wadham ; and his passion for boat-
ing seems to have led him into company uncongenial to his
Christian life.t Noble, on the other hand, could look back on his
Sidney Sussex days as ‘‘the most profitable portion of his life.”
“I found Christ,” he says, “to be indeed precious’;§ and the
breakdown of his health, which involved his losing a high place
in the classical tripos and a fellowship to follow, which his tutor
(one of the Examiners of the year) confidently predicted for him,
he regarded as the Lord’s interposition to prevent University
claims standing in the way of his dedication to a missionary
career. Fox, again, came to some small extent, for a short time,
under the influence of the Tractarian leaders, and his brother and
biographer attributes to this some dulling of his spiritual percep-
tions; but Noble never wavered in his onward and upward
progress in the old paths. :

A small point of likeness between the two—yet not an un-
interesting one—is the fact that both received the definite call to
the Telugu Mission in the same place, Brighton, and dt the same
time, though each was unacquainted with the other, and unaware
that the other was also being called.  Fox was with H. V. Elliott
at the time, and Noble with Sir T. Blomefield, to whose family he
was deeply attached. More important is another contrast between
them. Fox was ordained at the earliest canonical age, married
nine days after, and went to India within three months at the
age of twenty-three. Noble, though nine years older, had only
just been ordained, having, with an over-sensitive scrupulosity,
thought himself unworthy to enter the sacred ministry till
he attained the age at which our Lord Himself, and John the
Baptist, began their public lives; and with the high motive of
giving up all for Christ, he deliberately put aside the thought of
marriage, encouraged by the example of Charles Simeon, and by
the signal influence which Simeon, as a bachelor, had attained

* See Vol, 1., p. 177. + Memoir of R. T. Noble, p. 23.
1 Memoir of Foa, pp. 43-46. § Memotr of Noble, p. 33.
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Part VI. at Cambridge. “I have felt it,” Simeon said to him, “a great
1849-61. gacrifice ; but I have never regretted it; and if, to be more useful
Chap.36. 455 5 missionary, you determine on a life of celibacy, God can and
will support you, and you will be blessed in the deed.” In fact
both types of missionaries are wanted; and if it be true that
among some sections of the population of India an unmarried
missionary is regarded with exceptional respect, it is equally true
that among African tribes his celibate life is not understood.
The married woman, too, is needed in the mission-field as well as
the single woman ; and the example of Christian home-life is,
especially among barbarous people, of inestimable value.

Fox and The careers of Fox and Noble were very different. Fox laid
India. the foundation of the Village Mission in the Telugu country,

buried his wife at Madras, brought his two young children to
England, went out again, broke down himself in health,
came home again, and died a few days after his thirty-second
birthday ; leaving, however, a bright memory in India-—Ragland
wrote of him, “I never met with any one so like an angel,
so sensible and able, so loving and gentle and holy”’; leaving,
moreover, the little son and daughter to be eminently used
of God in after years—the son to become Honorary Secretary
of the Church Missionary Society. Noble started his famous
school, had not registered a single convert when Fox died, but
laboured patiently for twenty-four years without once coming
home, and died at his post, leaving several spiritual children,
gathered from the highest castes, who became the leaders, lay and
clerical, of the Telugu Native Church.

Character  Robert Noble was of the stuff of which great missionaries are

orNoble:  ade. Such men are not always popular. They will work in
their own way, confident that they are right; and generally they
prove to be right in their own case, though their course may not
be the best for others. The men who administered the C.M.S.
Missions in South India from the headquarters at Madras,
Ragland, Royston, and W. Gray, did not find Noble easy to
manage, though they honoured and admired him. One great
controversy, which nearly led to his retirement, will be noticed
hereafter, when we glance at some of the problems of Missionary
Education. Another time, the commissary of the Bishop of
Madras, during the latter's absence in England, withdrew Noble’s
license, because on the occasion of the C.M.S. Jubilee he invited
some godly English people at Masulipatam to join the missionaries
and Native Christians at a special Communion Service in the
mission chapel, thereby intruding into the province of the chaplain
of the station; but the license was restored by a new Bishop
(Dealtry) who just then succeeded to the see. Noble’s very de-
cided character as an Evangelical, and his very marked separation
(on the same principle as his celibacy) from all that was of “ the
world,” made him obnoxious to many of the civil and military
officers and chaplains ; but there were always some among them,
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spiritually-minded men, who loved him and clung to him all the Pagrr VI.
morefor his staunchness. The Bible-readings and prayer-meetings, 1849-61.
however, which he arranged for these latter, exposed him to the Chap. 36.
complaints of chaplains who regarded extempore prayer irregular,

and excluded him from any share in the English services in

the Fort church. But this he did not mind, as he held very
strongly that missionaries who took part in them could
scarcely help neglecting, more or less, their primary duty among

the Natives.

Robert Noble’'s great work we shall see more fully hereafter.

But these personal features of his character and career are too
interesting to be passed over.

Our next Cambridge missionary, Thomas Gajetan* Ragland, Ragland.
was indebted, not like Fox and Noble, to a sister, but to a cousin
who was both mother and sister to him (he being an orphan from
infancy) ; and also, like them, to the excellent schools at which
he was educated. He, t00, was under the influence of Divine
grace from very early years. While a schoolboy of fifteen he In earty
taught in a Sunday-school. He was an enthusiastic student of "
the histories and genealogies of the Bible before he learned to
appreciate its deeper teachings ; and the accurate knowledge thus
gained proved of great help in after years. Another element of
value in his early training was the experience of business
gained in his unecle’s mercantile house at Liverpool, in which
he worked up to the age of twenty-two. But when his
uncle proposed to retire and leave the business to him, his
sensitive conscience told him, while not condemning others,
that in his own case Christian principle would forbid customs
that seemed essential to success; and he then resolved to
go to Cambridge, with a view to holy orders. He knew Andat
nothing of mathematics, and he had no thought of reading for a Cambridge
tripos ; but Carus, to whom godly undergraduates looked much for
advice at that time, always urged them to aim at honours, and
under this influence he set to work. The result was that he
came out Fourth Wrangler,} and was speedily elected Fellow of
his college, Corpus. Spiritual growth, however, and work for
Christ, were meanwhile not neglected. He joined a freshmen’s
prayer-meeting—not so common a thing then as since,—taught in
Jesus Lane Sunday-school, and regularly visited the village of
Barton with tracts. But when he was a Fellow and Lecturer
himself, if a freshman asked his advice on this matter, his first
question always was, ¢« How will it affect your reading?”

After his ordination in 1841, Ragland served as curate in
Cambridge, part of the time at St. Paul’s, under the Senior nothought
Wrangler of an earlier year, Charles Perry, afterwards Bishop of of a mis-
Melbourne. He had no thought of a missionary career. ‘He career.

* 8o named after his grandmother, an Italian lady, Lucretia Gajetani.
1 Sir G. G. Stokes was Senior Wrangler; Dr. Boultbee, Principal of
Highbury, Fifth; Professor Swainson, Sixth.
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even occasionally,” writes his friend W. 8. Dumergue, ¢ repressed
the ardour of some of his companions on the subject, urging that
there was plenty to do at home.” He disliked travelling, and
had no desire even to visit foreign lands. The voice of the Lord
first came to him through a letter he read from H. W. Fox, then
in India. Then, as before mentioned, he became University
Secretary for the C.M.S., and in that capacity received Henry
Venn at the first undergraduates’ meeting, in his own rooms, in
the Lent term of 1845. In the next term, Venn attended the
usual Anniversary of the Cambridge Association, in the Town
Hall. He observed two clergymen holding the plates at the
door, Ragland himself and R. L. Allnutt of Peterhouse; but it
did not occur to him that both of them were then solemnly con-
sidering the question of personal service. It was on that night,
May 19th, however, after that meeting, that Ragland opened his
mind to the specially dear cousin before alluded to; and on
June 2nd he wrote to Salisbury Square. He then consulted his
Viear, Mr. Perry, who, “with moistened eyes, said that so
deeply did he feel the need of men offering themselves, he would
not hold back the dearest friend he had in the world.” On
November 20th in that same year, he sailed for India; and in the
following July, Allnutt followed him thither. The latter’s health
soon broke down, and he had to return ; in after years giving, in

~ the person of his son, a valuable missionary to the Cambridge

Character
of Ragland.

Delhi Mission connected with the S.P.G. Ragland was privileged
to labour devotedly for thirteen years, notwithstanding the
gradual advances of lung disease, and then died at his post. He
was for six years Secretary at Madras, in succession to John
Tucker ; for which office his mercantile training specially fitted
him. He afterwards initiated the North Tinnevelly Itinerant
Mission, of which more hereafter.

Ragland was a man of singular humility, of even excessive
lowliness, if such a thing be possible. * His complete self-
abasement,”” wrote his friend and fellow-worker at Madras,
Colonel C. A. Browne, ‘“appeared almost to subject him to the
spirit of bondage, and to deter him from realizing the spirit of
adoption. No one ever cast himself more absolutely on Christ ;
but he was as one lying low down with his mouth to the very
dust before the cross, and forgetting to lift up his eyes to the
Crucified One.” His austere habits made his friends think that
in the Middle Ages he would have been a singularly holy monk.
He was not quite happy in so leading a post as he occupied
at Madras. He wanted to give it up, and go and live in two
rooms in Black Town, among the lowest of the people; and at
one time he thought of going to Japan—then absolutely closed—-
and meeting a cruel death there for Christ’s sake. ¢ Gradually,
however,” says Colonel Browne, * his sky brightened up, and he
learned to joy in God ; and though always softly, he ever after-
wards walked peacefully.” His own account of himself was, “I
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am sometimes in the clouds, sometimes in the dust; but generally
with my hand locked tn the hand of my gracious Saviour.” *

Ragland’s portrait now hangs in the hall of Corpus; and that
college has given more men to the Mission-field than any other
college at an English University, Trinity only excepted ; and even
Trinity, with its immensely larger number of men to draw from, is
only a little ahead. ¢ Of all plans,” wrote Ragland to R. Clark,
« for ensuring success, the most certain is Christ’s own—becoming
a corn of wheat, falling into the ground, and dying.”

The next Cambridge man after Ragland and Allnutt did not go
forth direct from Cambridge. R. M. Lamb was a Trinity man,
but he had been for some time Incumbent of Over Darwen,
Lancashire. He had been born at Meerut in North India, and
baptized by Henry Martyn; and this led him, when a special
appeal was put forth for the Meerut Mission, then in a desolate
condition, in 1846, to offer to give up his parish and go out
himself. He laboured with much blessing for ten years, when,
just after the breaking out of the Mutiny, he was killed by a fall
from his horse.

The next in order of sailing was M. J. Wilkinson, also of
Trinity College, son of one of the early missionaries trained by
individual clergymen, Michael Wilkinson of Gorakhpur. He
worked at Benares six years. And then R. H. Cobbold of Peter-
house, Curate of Melton Mowbray, one of the pioneer C.M.S.
missionaries in China, and Archdeacon of Ningpo under Bishop
Smith. In later years he was Rector of Ross and Prebendary of
Hereford, and the chief friend and supporter of the Society
in that part of England.

China also claimed the next Cambridge recruit. In the year
following Ragland’s sailing for India, six or seven undergraduate
friends were meeting on Saturday evenings for Bible study and
prayer: among them, Frederick Foster Gough, a Foundation
Scholar of St. John’s; also Edmund Carr and J. W. Consterdine,
who, though they never became missionaries themselves, have
both, in these latter days, given sons to the foreign field. But
Gough went himself, and so, a few years later, did one whom, as
a young freshman, Carr introduced into that praying band, George
Evans Moule. Gough was a thorough scholar, and became a
perfect master of classical Chinese, exasperating the Bible Society,
says Bishop Moule, by his minute and elaborate corrections
of the * Delegates’ Version.” But his thirty-two years’ work for
China will come before us in another chapter. Here it need
only be added that it was Gough who suggested the establish-
ment of the Cambridge University Prayer Union, started in 1848,
and now numbering over 1500 members. in all parts of the world.
‘While at St. John’s, he had a small prayer-meeting in his rooms

* These particulars of Ragland’s earlier life, and of his character, are
gathered from the deeply-interesting biography of him by Archdeacon T. T.
Perowne (London, 1861).
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at 6 a.m. on Sundays, and this led him to propose that, when
they left Cambridge, they should not cease praying for one
another.*

Then on the roll comes the name of Williamm Welton, one of
the first two missionaries to Fuh-chow. He was a Calus man,
but not of this period, as he was forty years old when he went
out, and had, before his ordination, been a surgeon in Suffolk
for twelve years. He laboured seven years at Fuh-chow without
seeing any fruit to the Mission; came home in broken health ;
and died, leaving £1500 to the Society. With him may be
mentioned Matthew Fearnley, of 8t.John’s College, 19th Wrangler
in 1847 ; as he also went to Fuh-chow, and worked four years,
but retired before the first converts were gathered.

The years 1851-52 brought a group of young Cambridge men
in whose accession to the ranks Venn’s journal shows that he
greatly rejoiced. First, Robert Clark, of Trinity College, 28th
Wrangler, who, after forty-seven years’ service, is still in the
field. Then came the two brothers, Christopher and David
Fenn, sons of the veteran Travancore missionary and honoured
member of the Committee, Joseph Fenn, and brothers of men
of mark in the home Church. C.C.Fennt was a Scholar of
Trinity, and graduated in 1846, being in the first class of the
Classical Tripos, as well as Senior Optime. David, three years
his junior, took, in 1849, the same mathematical position, but a
second in classics. Then R. R. Meadows, Scholar of Corpus,
and Superintendent in his day of Jesus Lane Sunday-sehool; }
then Clement F. Cobb, Scholar of Trinity, who had been captain
of Marlborough School; then R. C. Paley, of Peterhouse, grand-

* See an In Memoriam of Gough, by Bishop Moule, in the C.M. Intelligencer
of October, 1889.

1. ““1 have never met with a more ingenuous, simple-minded, and straight-
forward candidate.”—H. Venn’s Private Journal, January 11th, 1850. ‘A
young man of great intellectual activity.”—Ibid., January 17th. ¢ He was
subjected by our Clerical Sub-Committee to a suspicious cross-examination on
doctrinal points, but I trust all will end well.”—1Ibid., February 4th, 1851.

+ This seems a convenient place to enumerate the C.M.S. missionaries who
have been teachers in this most famous of all Sunday-schools. Meadows is
the only one who was Superintendent ; but Dr. T. Maxwell was Superintendent
of the ‘¢ Choristers’ Section,” and F. H. Baring was Treasurer. The other
names are—F. Owen (one of the original teachers when the School was
started in 1827), G. Valentine, R. L. Allnutt, T. G. Ragland, C. C. Fenn,
F. F. Gough, B. Davis, R. Clark, C. F. Cobb, H. D. Hubbard, G. E. Moule,
R. C. Paley, R. P. Greaves, P. S. Royston, H. C. Milward, R. E. Clark,
S. Attlee, J. M. Speechly, R. R. A. Doolan, J. H. Bishop, G. Ensor, R. F.
Trench, R. Young, E. K. Blumhardt, M. G, and H. D. Goldsmith, W. Jukes,
T. Bomford, H. E. Jennings, J. H. Horsburgh, J. C. Hoare, R. Shann,
F. Nevill, F. N. Eden, W. L. Groves, E. Bellerby, P. I. Jones, A. J. Shields,
G. H. Pole, E. Corfield, H. Sykes, W. Weston, B. F. Buxton, C. E. R. Romilly,
H. J. Tanner, H.P. Napier-Clavering, J. Neale, C. J. F. Symons, C. F. H.
Baitersby, W.J. Humphrey, A. I. Birkett, J. Cropper, E. 8. and D. W. Carr,
E. F. E. and B. E. Wigram, C. B. and A. C. Clarke, F. N. Askwith, W. F.
Cobb, A. H. Sheldon, R. W. Ryde, E. Millar, E. A. Hensley, R. 8. Heywood,
A. W. Crockett, H. W. Weatherhead, H. W. Moule, E. W. Mathias.
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gson of Paley of the Evidences. Among the names in the next Parr vI.
few years are those of Arthur Stock, of Pembroke, afterwards 1849-61.
Archdeacon in New Zealand; A. H. Frost, of St. John’s, a Chap-36,
Yorkshire rector, who had been 11th Wrangler in 1842; R. other
Collins, of St. John’s; Henry Whitley, of Queens’, a Leicester- honoured
shire curate of singular devotion,* who went to Galle Face Church, '
Colombo, and five years after was killed by a falling wall ; Peter
8. Royston, of Trinity, Classical Tutor at the C.M.S. College,
and in after years Bishop of Mauritius and Assistant Bishop at
Liverpool; R. P. Greaves, of Corpus; H. C. Milward, of Christ’s,
33rd Wrangler; H. W. Shackell, of Pembroke, 10th Wrangler,
first class in Theology and second in Classics; George Evans
Moule, of Corpus, afterwards Bishop in Mid China ; Brocklesby
Davis, Scholar of Peterhouse, Browne University Scholar, and
21st Wrangler in 1849, and Fellow, who laboured in East End
slums for some years before going out; R. C. Macdonald,
Foundation Scholar of Sidney Sussex; Roger E. Clark, of
Trinity, brother of Robert Clark; R. B. Batty, Fellow and
Tutor of Emmanuel, 2nd Wrangler and 2nd Smith’s Prizeman
in 1853; T. K. Weatherhead, of St. John’s; John Barton, of
Christ’s, in after years Viecar of Trinity Church, Cambridge, and
then Becretary of the C.P.A.S.; J. M. Speechly, of St. John’s,
afterwards first Bishop of Travancore and Cochin; and Dr. A. A.
Harrison, of Trinity, 24th Wrangler and 1st Class Nat. Sec.
Tripos in 1853, the medical missionary of Abeokuta elsewhere
referred to.t
Of the forty-two Cambridge men enrolled in the twenty-one The men
years, 1841-61, twenty-eight graduated in honours, nine being 2nd their
Wranglers. But apart from academical distinctions, what a
noble band it is! We think of Christopher Fenn's work in
Ceylon, and then for over thirty years as Secretary ; of the North
Tinnevelly trio, Ragland and Meadows and David Fenn; of the
episcopates of Royston and Speechly and Moule; of the
educational work done by R. Noble and Cobb and Frost and
Collins and B. Davis, the last-named for nearly forty years; of
Greaves’s deliberate conviction that the foreign field might justly
even claim clergymen already in important home spheres, and his
consequent exchange of Lancashire for Bengal ; of the simplicity
and liberality of Shackell, sent forth to bring his learning to bear
on the educated Hindus, and presently burying himself among
the uncultivated Santals, and establishing a station at his own
expense ; of Barton’s influence both at Caleutta and at Madras ;
of the pioneer labours of the four men in China, Cobbold, Gough,
Welton, Fearnley ; of the deaths, at their posts, of such bright
young missionaries as Paley and Batty and Roger Clark; and
we praise God for them, and for all the Cambridge recruits of the
two middle decades of the century.
Of two of these, Richard Charnley Paley and Richard Pearson r.c.Paley.
* See C.M. Intelligencer, March, 1861, p. 55. + See Chapter XXXIX,
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Parr VI. Greaves, something more may be said. Paley and R. R. Meadows
1849-61. were special friends at Cambridge. DBoth were active in Sunday-
Chap.36. 5chool work and district visiting, each being superintendent of his
school; and both offered to the Society together, for Africa.
Paley is an illustration of the good influence of Sunday-school
interest in Missions, not on the scholars only, but on the teachers
also. His scholars had contributed towards the building of a
church at Abeokuta ; and the missionary’s letter acknowledging
the money, which Paley had to read to them, proved a message to
himself. The two friends were the first men from an English
University to offer for Africa; but Meadows was refused by the
doctors for that climate, and went to India instead. Paley was
appointed to start a training institution at Abeokuta for Native
evangelists and teachers. In the Committee’s Instructions to
him, the prestige of his grandfather’s name was felicitously alluded
to. That name was connected with ‘“ the noble achievement of
communicating to the youthful mind clear and simple, yet acute
“ paley’s and profound, knowledge of the Fvidences of Christianity ” ; and
vi- o» the Committee hoped the grandson would be enabled to teach the
youth of Africa ¢ to build their hopes of salvation upon the solid
foundations of reason and fact,” and “to own the religion of
Christ to be the only ¢reasonable service.’” The question of
Paley’s ordination cost some little trouble. Bishop Blomfield,
always so ready and kind about ordaining C.M.S. candidates,
refused him, pronouncing him unsound on ¢ baptismal regenera-
tion.” * However, he allowed the newly-consecrated first Bishop
of Sierra Leone to ordain him, as he was going to that diocese;
and in November, 1852, Paley and his young wife sailed with the
Bishop and Mrs. Vidal; Mr. and Mrs. Hinderer, three young
Germans, a missionary surgeon, and one of Mrs. Paley’s Sunday-
school girls going out to teach the infants, being also of the
party. They arrived in due course at Abeokuta; but from the
first, both Paley and his wife were continuously down with fever.
Hisearly On April 1st he ‘““ gently breathed his life away,” wrote Mrs.
ﬁi’: twhi'f:’x;fi Hinderer. The poor young widow was tenderly carried through
the African forest to Lagos, and put on board ship; but on
May 6th, at sea, she too ‘* finished her course.”
P The other whose offer of service may be noted here, R. P.
reaves. . .
Greaves, was an example of a successful parish clergyman leaving
his parish to go abroad. In his case, as in so many others, the
environment of his childhood spoke to him of Christ’s service, and
of the mission-field. Though English by parentage, he was born
at Basle, and in childhood knew many of the men training in the
Missionary Seminary there. His heart was early given to the
Lord, and of his school-days afterwards in this country the master
testified that «“he was a boy who always turned his back upon
evil.” After taking his degree at Cambridge, he worked as a

* See next Chapter.
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curate at Bolton, and then became Incumbent of St. Peter’s,
Manchester. There he laboured with great devotion for a few
years ; and he was just such a man as most people would keep at
home, and in just such a position as seemed to claim the con-
tinuance of his services. But after long and calm consideration of
the relative claims of the thousands at home who have the Gospel
at their doors and the millions abroad who have never heard it, God
led him to the right decision. His period of service was only
fourteen years; but when the Lord took him, he left behind in the
Bengal Mission a bright memory of whole-hearted faithfulness.
Ridgeway in the Imtelligencer, commenting on his career, said,
“ A Babel-like determination to build up the Church at home,
instead of ‘ replenishing the earth,’ is a preference of man’s wisdom
to God’s command.” *

We now turn to Oxford. Its recruits were not so numerous,
but they were emphatically men who made their mark. Of
Fox we have already spoken. To Part V. of our History belongs
also George Smith, of Magdalen Hall, who - subsequently became
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Oxford
men.

the first English Bishop in China. Among the twelve names -

in our present period, 1849-61, we find those of T. V. French,
of University College, of whom more presently; W. Leonard
Williams, of Magdalen Hall, now Bishop of Waiapu, who has
been mentioned before in this History, and will appear again;
W. Keene, of Brasenose, who laboured thirty years among the
Sikhs; T. Tuting, of Lincoln, who, like Roger Clark, lies in the
Peshawar Cemetery ; E. L. Puxley, of Brasenose, previously an
officer in the 4th Light Dragoons, and afterwards founder of the
Santal Mission ; and then, in the last year of our period, 1861,
three men who sailed in the same month, viz., W. E. Rowlands,
of Worcester College, who both by personal service and by liberal
gifts, has done so much for Ceylon ; John Sharp, of Queen’s, the
Rugby boy who became the first Rugby-Fox Master at Noble’s
School, and is now Secretary of the Bible Society; and W.
Hooper, of Wadham, a first classman and Boden Sanscrit scholar,
one of the most-learned of North India missionaries, and still in
the field. These again are men to praise God for.

Of Thomas Valpy French, the most distinguished of all C.M.S.
missionaries, something more must be said. His diversified and
devoted labours we shall trace in future chapters. As an Oxford
recruit we must look at him now, guided by Mr. Birks’s admirable
biogr&phy.’r

Like some of the other missionaries mentioned in this chapter,
French owed much to his home training. His father, the Rev.
Peter French, Vicar of Burton-on-Trent for forty-seven years,
was a staunch Evangelical, a vigorous and successful parish
clergyman, and a recognized leader in the Midlands; while the

* C.M. Intelligencer, March, 1871, p. 95.

t Life and Correspondence of T. V. French, First Bishop of Lahore. By the
Rev. Herbert Birks. Murray, 1895.
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“ gweetness and gentleness” of his mother was of no ordinary
kind. The place of his birth, a quiet old abbey by the Trent, only
separated from the bustling brewing town by its own wall, was
typical of the future bishop’s own life, passed amid incessant and
pressing occupations, yet marked by a certain aloofness and
ecclesiastical quietism which madé him breathe the atmosphere of
the venerated past even in the environment of the urgent present.
Touching his boyhood, mention is made of ¢ his keen interest in
the various deputations who came to plead the cause of Missions,
his carefulness to mention their names in his prayers, and his
own early wish to ‘teach the little black boys about Jesus.””
Like Fox, French was a Rugby boy under Arnold ; and the great
headmaster’s sermons rather perplexed him, as, despite their
manly earnestness, not quite ¢ the Gospel ” he was familiar with
at Burton Vicarage.®* At Oxford he was a thorough student,
while teaching in the Holywell Sunday-school under E. M.
Goulburn (afterwards Dean of Norwich) ; and he obtained a first
class in “ greats,” along with Conington, Bright, and Ince—all
of whom became Professors,—and subsequently won the coveted
Chancellor’s Latin Essay Prize, and was elected Fellow of his
college. The influence of Arnold at Rugby, and that of the
Tractarians at Oxford, were not without effect upon him, though
he himself said, long afterwards, that he owed much to that of
Samuel Waldegrave, which no doubt kept him staunch to the
essentials of Evangelical truth, while in non-essentials he much
broadened as the years went on.

The missionary spirit of his childhood did not evaporate. At
Oxford he was a collector for the C.M.S.; and he formed—¢it is
believed,” says Mr. Birks—a little missionary union, one of the
members of which was A. H. Mackonochie, then reputed as an
Evangelical, but afterwards of St. Alban’s, Holborn. The Divine
call to himself to go forth came in different forms. First, H. W.
Fox, during his first visit to England, addressed a breakfast
party of men in Trinity College ; and Canon Curteis, who was
French’s contemporary at University College, and was taken by
him to the breakfast, writes that he < can hardly doubt that that
address made a permanent mark’ on his ‘sympathizing and
enthusiastic soul.”” Then Fox, on his return to India, wrote to
French, and begged him to come out. This letter + is a most
powerful one. It urges that the Gospel is thoroughly preached
in England; that evangelization is Christ’s command, and He
never told us to preach over and over again to the same people
till they were converted ; that the joy of His felt presence is ag
great in India as in England; and then :—

“ Now what I ask of you is carefully to search and examine, that it

* Mr. Birks inserts a very interesting sketch of French at Rugby, by the
Rev. G. P. Pownall, afterwards Dean of Perth, Western Australia, and then
Vicar of Hoxton. French, Pownall, and R. A. Cross (now Lord Cross), used
to study together. T Life of French, p. 17.
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may not be through unfaithfulness that you decline to enter on an
apostle’s work, The excuse of the wants of England seems to me one of
the most unfaithful excuses a Christian can give; it implies a direct
unbelief in God’s promise of blessing the liberal. If God’s promise be
true, the more men come out the more men will He raise up to bless the
Church with, which out of its poverty gives its best to His cause.”

Then came a great speech by Bishop Wilberforce, appealing to
Oxford men to go out; which French himself looked back to in
after years as having brought him to the point. He and a friend
prayed together over it, and that friend, Arthur Lea, was killed in
a railway accident soon after. ¢« The one was taken,” says Mr.
Birks, ¢ and the other left, and so their mutual vows of consecra-
tion appeared to him doubly binding ’; and he at once put himself
in communication with the C.M.S. Two years, however, elapsed
before he actually went out. He sailed September 11th, 1850,
commissioned to establish a new Mission College at Agra. Of
that great work a future chapter will speak. .

Another inquiry from Oxford is alluded to in Henry Venn’s
Private Journal, which did not lead to a definite offer, but which
is of deep interest in view of the then unknown future :—

(Friday, December 12tkh, 1856.) “Had a long conversation with a
young Oxford man, the second son of Mr. Wright of Derbyshire, a man
of enormous wealth, He has long wished to go out as a missionary,
but his father would prefer his labouring as a missionary at home
among the colliers and miners of his estate. I was greatly interested by
his ingenuousness and simplicity ; but feeling that there would be some
difficulties in paying a missionary stipend to a wealthy man, I suggested
that he should go out at his own charges for a few years, either to
Jerusalem or Calcutta, placing himself altogether under the direction
of the Society. He was to confer with his father on the subject.”

That is all. But how little did Venn think that day that he
was talking to his successor! It is curious, by the way, to see
that the Society then did not seem to understand that a man
could be altogether on its missionary staff and yet be at his own
charges.

Ireland was not behind in the supply of missionaries. It
contributed a fair share of men for training at Islington or
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otherwise ; and Trinity College, Dublin, though it did not rival Trinity

Cambridge in the number of its recruits, exactly equalled the
total from Oxford from the beginning to 1861, twenty-two from
each. Among the earlier names, those of J. H. Gray of Madras,
R. Maunsell of New Zealand, T. McClatchie of China, and
W. A. Russell (afterwards Bishop), are especially notable.
Russell was a son of a gentleman in Tipperary, and had dedicated
himgelf to missionary work from boyish days, along with his
schoolfellow D. T. Barry, who went to India in middle life,
thirty years later. Russell owed much spiritually, while at
Trimty College, to John Gregg, afterwards Bishop of Cork. In
our present period we find men much honoured for their work.
' F 2

College,
Dublin.
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First, in 1849, John Bowen : he was the son of a Welsh gentleman
of some property, and had spent part of his youth in the wilds of
what was then an unsettled part of Canada, on the banks of Lake
Erie; and there he was brought to Christ by the instrumentality
of an 8.P.G. clergyman, the Rev. C. B. Gribble, afterwards a
chaplain at Constantinople. Giving up his backwoodsman life,
he returned home, and studied for orders, graduating at Dublin,
and beginning to think of the foreign field. When Captain Allen
Gardiner was planning his expedition to Patagonia, he asked
Bowen to go with him; but the Divine Hand did not seem to
point in that direction. After a meeting at York in connexion
with the C.M.8. Jubilee, at which Edward Bickersteth spoke, he
mentioned to Bickersteth his readiness for the mission-field. In
due course he went as a kind of special commissioner to the East,
as we shall see hereafter. On his return, he became Rector of
Orton Longueville, Hunts ; then went out again to Palestine, and
started the Nazareth Mission ; and ultimately became Bishop of
Sierra Leone, but died after a short episcopate of twenty months.*

Then, in 1850, appeared Edward Craig Stuart, fresh from a
sheaf of academical honours, and offering to accompany French
to India. With French he worked at Agra; like French, after
many years’ service in other parts of India, he became a bishop,
being consecrated in the very same month, December, 1877,—
only in New Zealand, for the see of Waiapu ; like French, after
a laborious and fruitful episcopate, he laid down his dignity and
authority ; and, like French, he went forth again as a simple
missionary, to devote his latter years to the evangelization of the
Mohammedans of Western Asia.

In the next year, 1851, came Thomas Henry Fitzpatrick.
Educated for the law, the young Gray’s Inn student had been
converted to Christ (like R. W. Stewart long afterwards) just
when about to be called to the bar, and then (like Stewart) chose
holy orders instead. After taking a theological course at Dublin,
and his degree, he became curate at Bishop Ryder’s Church,
Birmingham. One day, just when it was known that the Punjab
was open for a C.M.8. Mission, he was startled by an old clergy-
man laying his hand upon his shoulder, and saying, * Fitzpatrick,
you are wanted there!” The arrow went home: he offered to
the Society; he was appointed, with Robert Clark, to begin a
Mission in the Punjab, where he laboured with unstinted self-
sacrifice for several years. Iliness at last drove him back:
and after a fruitless attempt to work again in India, he took a
Cumberland parish, married a sister of John Barton, and died
a few months after, in 1866. After he had been in India two or
three years, he wrote home as follows :—

“Tf any of my younger brethren in Orders, or any of our University
men ready for Orders, ask you,  Does Fitzpatrick still think he was right

* See further, Chapters XXXIX. and XLI,
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in his leaving his curacy in a district of 10,000 poor in the town of
Birmingham, to go to preach Christ to the Heathen of India?’ tell them
he can never be too thankful for it. And if they ask, ¢ Would he venture
to say that others similarly circumstanced should do likewise P’ say it is
one of his most frequent and most earnest prayers that they may have
grace to do so.”

In 1857 came John Ireland Jones, who laboured thirty-five
years in Ceylon, and F. W. N. Alexander, who has already been
forty years in the Telugn Mission, and still works on. Mean-
while, a Scholar of Trinity, a Gold Medallist, and a Hirst Class-
man in Logic and Ethics, William Gray, had in the preceding
year gone to Madras as Vice-Principal of the Doveton College ;
and on New Year's Day, 1858, he joined the C.M.S. Mission,
shortly afterwards marrying, in Madras, the sister of Peter
Royston, who was then C.M.S. Secretary there. Together they
joined the North Tinnevelly Itinerancy, just then bereaved by the
death of Ragland; and Mrs. Gray was the first lady in India
to live in tents as an itinerant missionary. Gray’s later valuable
services, in three forms of secretarial work, at Madras, at
Nottingham, and in Salisbury Square, cover five-and-thirty years.

That same year, 1858, saw the accession to the ranks of
Robert Bruce, whose conspicuous labours, first on the Afghan
Frontier, and then as the founder of the C.M.S. Mission in
Persia, will command our attention by-and-by; and in 1860 was
enrolled Joseph Welland, afterwards the highly-valued Secretary
at Calcutba, whose successful ministry at the ¢« Old Church,”
recalled the former days of David Brown and Thomas Thomason,
and who held the honourable post of Domestic Chaplain to two
Viceroys, Lord Lawrence and Lord Northbrook. Once more, for
these and other «“T.C.D.” men, we may well praise the Lord.

This chapter has been mainly occupied with biographical
details. But Biography makes History; and a Society consists
of its Members ; and perhaps these brief notices of the early days
of some of our missionary heroes and the varied and prolonged
services of others, may be privileged to stir the hearts of readers
to ¢ follow in their train.”

Let one more personal circumstance be added. It is an
additional cause of thanksgiving to Him who prepared so many
of these His servants by godly influence and environment in
their childhood, that so many of them in their turn became the
fathers of missionaries. Of those we have specially noticed in
this chapter, the following are, or have been, represented in the
Mission-field by sons or daughters :—Barton, Clark, Cobb, Dayvis,
Hitzpatrick, Gough, Gray, Greaves, Jones, Maunsell, Moule,
Rowlands, Royston, Stuart, Weatherhead, and Williams. Again
we may quote the motto of the Missionaries’ Children’s Home—
“The children of Thy servants shall continue, and their sced
shall be established before Thee.”
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CHAPTER XXXVIIL

IsLingToN COLLEGE AND ITS MEN.

Variety of Men—Graduates—Basle Men—Africans—Other Non-Euro-
peans-—Returned Catechists : Ronaldson — English Non-Graduates :
Long, &c—Bishop Blomfield’s Examinations—Childe and Green—
Green’s Catechists—The Students in the Angel Courts—¢ Look
out!”

“He ... calleth unto Him whom He would: and they came unto Him.”—
St. Mark iii. 13.

““ That they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to
preach.”—Ver, 14,

5y HIS seems a convenient place in our History to give
gl < the Institution” a chapter to itself. ¢ The Institu-
tion”—for the word ¢ College” is of much more
recent date. The Committee of former years always
disclaimed the idea of the Society carrying on a
college ; and it will be remembered that some difficulty arose in
the days of Pearson’s principalship, owing to Edward Bickersteth
and other friends desiring to emphasize still more than was
already the case the family character of the ** Institution.” Not
for nearly fifty years after that, in Mr. Barlow’s time, was the
word College officially recognized—a change symbolized to the
outward eye by the adoption of caps and gowns for the men. Butin
quite early times, as Mr. Childe tells us,* ¢ the natives ’—i.e. the
people of Islington—¢ would have it that it was a college,” and
the builders of the street behind named it ¢ College Street.”

In former chapters we have seen something of the Society’s
early difficulties in the training of its candidates, and how the
¢ Institution ”’—or College, as we may now not shrink from
calling it-—came to be established.t The twenty years of Mr.
Childe’s principalship, 1838-58, were a period of much interest in
the history of the College, during which a remarkable succession
of good and able men were sent forth from it; and a brief notice
of it, and of them, at this period, will throw not a little of side-
light on the history of the Missions to which they went.

* In some MS. ¢ Reminiscences,” read at a meeting in the College a few
vears ago. From this MS. several particulars in this chapter are gathered.
+ See Chapters VIIL., XVIIIL,, XIX.
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One of the most serious difficulties in the conduct of the
College has always been the extremely diverse degrees of educa-
tion in the candidates; and this difficulty was far greater of old
than it is now. There was no Preparatory Institution, to serve
as a sieve through which men might fall out whose training, after
a few months’ trial, it seemed unadvisable to continue, and also to

repare the ¢ fittest " who ‘“survived " for the systematic teaching
of the College. Accordingly, in Mr. Childe’s words, ¢ We had to
carry on the several works of an English School, a Grammar School,
and a Theological College, at one and the same time in one and
the same place.” Besides the Principal and two Tutors, there
was then, he says, “a worthy man who used to attend as a sort
of male daily governess, to perfect our new recruits in the Three
R’s, and especially to improve their style of composition.” But,
he adds, “it used to be a matter of daily wonder to mark the
intellectual vigour, and the rapid progress, of some whose
previous culture had been the most slender. Again and again I
found myself saying, < If So-and-so had enjoyed my advantages he
would have far outstripped me in the race of scholarship.” It
was impossible not to recognize in their success the blessing of a
faithful God, in answer to believing prayer.”

The variety in the type of men will be better realized by
observing Mr. Childe’s classification of the students in the College
during his term of office :—(1) Returned catechists, (2) English
non-graduates, (3) Graduates, (4) Germans, (5) Africans, (6) other
non-Europeans. Of course the second of these classes were the
normal type, for whom the College was intended ; but Nos. 1, 3,
and 4 were all of them important groups. No. 3 has always
been a specially interesting one. University graduates have
often found it a great help to take a year’s theological course
at Islington; and some of our best men in an academical
sense have done so with much profit—W. Hooper, for in-
stance, fresh from his first class in ¢ greats ” at Oxford. Mr.
Childe specially mentions David Fenn, John Ireland Jones,
W. Keene, R. R. Meadows, R. C. Paley, and W. A. (afterwards
Bishop) Russell.

The No. 4 Group comprised the large majority of the men
from the Basle Seminary. A few, like Krapf, went straight from
Basle to the field. Others, like Pfander, were missionaries of
the Basle Society itself, and joined the C.M.S. in India, receiving
English orders there. But most of them came to Islington for a
year's (or more) instruction in English Church doctrine and
practice, and to be presented to the Bishop of London for
ordination. Among the very first students in the College, when
it was opened in 1825, were two Basle men of high reputation in
after years, Samuel Gobat,* who became Anglican Bishop in

* See Chapter XXIV, for notices of Gobat at Islington and in Salisbury
Square.
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Jerusalem, and J. R. T. Lieder, who held the fort for forty years
at Cairo. Both these, however, laboured for some years before
receiving English orders. Of the men regularly prepared for
ordination at their first residence at Islington, special mention
should be made of J. J. Weitbrecht and C. B. Leupolt, identified
respectively with Burdwan and Benares; C. W. Isenberg and
C. H. Blumbhardt, of Abyssinia and India; G. A. Kissling, of
Sierra Leone and New Zealand, afterwards Archdeacon; dJ. F.
Schén and C. F. Schlenker, great West African linguists; J. H.
Bernau, the one missionary on whose account the British Guiana
Mission is still remembered by some old friends. These were
before Childe’s days. Then under him were C. A. Gollmer and
D. Hinderer, of Yoruba; J. Rebmann, who laboured in East
Africa twenty-nine years without once coming home; 8. W.
Koelle, Ph.D. (Tibingen), the celebrated author of Polyglotta
Africana, and afterwards at Constantinople; J. J. Erhardt, the
constructor of the famous map that led to the first geographical
explorations of Central Africa, afterwards stationed in North
India; F. A. Klein, who discovered the Moabite Stone, and
J. Zeller, both of Palestine; H. Stern, of Gorakhpur; J. G.
Deimler, of Bombay; and many others not less excellent, though
with less familiar names.

Those of whose early life particulars are available seem all to
have had the untold blessing of pious parents. Certainly it was
so with Weitbrecht, Leupolt, Isenberg, and Gollmer. The last-
named was born on St. Andrew’s Day, 1812, and was named
Andrew accordingly ; and we are told that his father and mother
constantly prayed that he might be an Andrew indeed. There
was something very beautiful in the simplicity of what was known
as “ Pletist ” religion in Germany, particularly in the kingdom of
‘Wurtemberg—whence the majority of Basle men came,—and
this was so, not only with the humble poor, but with families in
good position. Weitbrecht and Leupolt were of gentle birth.
All the four became earnest Christians in early youth. They
knew what conviction of sin is; they knew what a well-grounded
agsurance of salvation in an all-sufficient Saviour is; they longed
to tell others of Him they loved. They were well-furnished, too,
mentally : their education was marked by German thoroughness
Of Isenberg it is recorded that he was at different times under the
instruction of Stier, Neander, Hengstenberg, and Schleiermacher.
‘Weitbrecht studled English, Arabic, Amharic, and Tigré simul-
taneously ; and when he went up for the Bishop of London’s
examination, as his English was still imperfect, he was allowed to
give his answers in Latin. After all, he was appointed to Bengal,
and thereupon at once took up Bengali.

Of No. 5 Group, Africans, the typical example is of course
Samuel Crowther. ‘He came to us well-grounded at Fourah
Bay College,” says Mr. Childe, “ and entered at once upon the
theological course; and he proved a diligent and successful
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student.”  When Dr. Scholefield, the Regius Professor of
Divinity at Cambridge, conducted one of the annual examinations
at Islington, he took away with him Crowther’s answers to the
paper of questions set on Paley’s Evidences, saying, «“ I should
like to show these to some of our Trinity Fellows who maintain
that the African mind is incapable of appreciating, or even appre-
hending, an argument.” Other well-known Negro clergymen
trained at Islington and ordained by the Bishop of London
in our present period, were George Nicol and T. Maxwell.
Henry Johnson and Dandeson Coates Crowther will be men-
tioned hereafter. Others were educated in the College, but
ordained in Africa; for instance, J. S. Wiltshire, a Jamaica
Negro, and James Quaker, the successful Head Master for
many years of the Sierra Leone Grammar School. Others,
again, lived in the College, and received some little instruc-
tion, while engaged in medical and other studies elsewhere. The
following letter from the now venerable Rev. George Nicol,
written on hearing of Mr. Childe’s death, gives a striking
picture of his old Principal. Mr. Nieol, it may here be added,
married a daughter of Bishop Crowther :—

“ Quzford Street, Regent Square, Sierra Leone, April 29th, 1898,

“I ought not to withhold my pen, though at this distance, from
recording my own grateful recollections of the spiritual benefits which,
under God, I received from that good man. I entered the C.M. College
along with another friend in 1844, and returned to Sierra Leone; went
back in 1848 with a view to ordination. It was then that we were
placed more immediately under the influence of Mr. Childe in our
theological course. F¥rom the first, he was keen enough to discover that
my predominating aim was the mere acquisition of intellectual know-
ledge, especially mathematical and scientific pursuits! Somehow he
found out that I was in the habit of rising early, say 4 or 5 am,
lit my fire, even in winter, and commenced reading. This, of course,
would have simply ruined my health, and defeated the great object of
my visit to England. True, I knew what was the object the Committee
had in view in sending me to England. True, also, I felt in some degree
niy responsibility ; but I must confess that Divine light had not beamed
into my soul: it was within the walls of Islington College that my heart
was warmed by Divine grace. And two circumstances combined, under
God, to produce the desired effect.

“(1) Good Mr. Childe, in one of his private interviews, called me into
the Library one morning for prayer. T can never forget his eyes peering
through his spectacles: ‘I am afraid you are sacrificing real spiritual
knowledge, which alone can qualify you for usefulness to your country
and people, and glorify God, for mere intellectual pursuits—DBene ordsse,
est bene studisse.’

% (2) Then, again, we had a very earnest and prayerful student named
Jerrom, a hard-working, plodding man. I believe he commenced Greek
at the College ; but lie was remarkably clever. His mental powers were
of a high order. He could master any subject he took up. He took a
liking to me, and his room was a few doors from mine. He had asked
me one day to go out for a walk with him. After hurriedly putting
aside my books after lectures, I went to his room and knocked at his
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Parr VI. door; but there was no answer. I fancied I heard groans. I said to
1849-61. myself, What could be the matter with Jerrom? After awhile he
Chap. 87. opened the door and said, ¢ Oh, please excuse my keeping you waiting ; I
——  was engaged.” Jerrom was praying aloud. That settled the point with
me. I endeavoured by God’s grace to follow, though, alas! with
faltering steps, the good hints of dear Mr. Childe and the example of

my friend Jerrom.”

Qther non- Of No. 6 Group, “ other non-Europeans,” who have resided for

“a time at Islington, Mr. Childe mentions the two famous Maori

Christian chiefs, Tamihana (Thompson) Te Rauparaha and Hoani

Wiremu (John Williams) Hipango.® Both, at different times,

came to England to do homage for their respective tribes to the

Queen. ¢ Hipango, especially, was a disciple of ripe experience

and exemplary walk.” Among other of these ¢ irregulars” were

Chun de Quang, a youth attached to the Chinese cott in the

Great Exhibition of 1851, and afterwards tutor at St. Paul’s

College, Hong Kong; William Sandys, a Burmese from Calcutta,

named after the veteran missionary there, afterwards employed as

g:&;miah a catechist in North India; and Pundit Nehemiah Goreh, the

" distinguished Indian clergyman, afterwards a * Cowley Father ”’ at

Poona.t Of him Mr. Childe writes, «“ He came to this country

as Punditin the suite of the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh. He was a

man of superior intellectual power, but with a metaphysical turn

of mind, which was a source of the most distressing experience to

him. I believe we had few more genuine Christians in our body,

but we had none so sorely exercised with speculative doubts.”

Mr. Childe also mentions ““a Turk and an Egyptian,” who are

un-named ; 1 and he speaks with special affection of the only Red

Indian from North-West Canada received at the College, Henry

geggy_ Budd, junior, son of the Rev. Henry Budd, senior, the first Native

HeG IR clergyman in Rupert’s Land. “ We never had a pupil who wrote

more beautiful English than this Red Indian, full of poetry and

pathos ; and he held his own in all our classes. To our deep

regret, for he was much beloved, he had to leave before the com-

pletion of his course ; symptoms of consumption having appeared.

His farewell letter to his fellow-students was touching in the

extreme.” He was ordained in his own country by Bishop
Anderson, but died while still young.

Returned The class of ¢ Returned Catechists,” No. 1 Group, was a very

catechists. ;portant and interesting one. Men of humble attainments,

though of true missionary spirit, received what is now called a

“ short course” at Islington, and then went as catechists or

schoolmasters, chiefly to Africa. Some of them were men of even

a heroic type; and they needed to be. On one occasion, the first

Principal, Mr. Pearson, mustered the body of students in the hall,

* See pp. 319, 638.
t See Chapter XLII. The Committee, in 1855, presented Nehemiah with a
watch. 1 But see p. 154.-
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and said, ¢ The Committee have just received tidings that six Parr VI
more men have been removed from their posts at Sierra Leone 1849-61.
bv death, and two by dangerous attacks of fever. Tam instructed Chap. 37.
to ask whether there are any of our number who will volunteer

to supply the vacancies.” Four men stepped forward, then and

there ; and two others volunteered next morning. Mr. Childe
compares this scene with that well-known picture of the gladiators,

about to be ‘butchered to make a Roman holiday.” ¢ Their
attitude is striking, as they stand looking up to the chair of

state, in which the emperor is seated, waiting for the savage

combat to begin. Whilst with uplifted hands grasping their
flashing swords, and with a resolute and almost joyous expression

of countenance, they pay their final homage, they are supposed

to raise the united shout, dve, Casar Imperator; moriturs te
salutant.”

One of these volunteers was Henry Townsend, who lived to give
forty years’ service to Africa. But sometimes the humble warriors catechists
of the Lord did go only to die. “In my second year, 1839,” says Whe did
Mr. Childe, “two young brethren, Murphy and White, sailed '
together for Africa, whose period of service was reckoned by
weeks. In the following year, the catechist Reynolds and his
wife arrived in the Colony, whose span of labour was measured
only by days, since they died within a month, and within four
days of each other. The world,” he adds, “ makes absolutely no
account, and the Church sadly too little, of these ¢holy and
humble men of heart ’; but the memory of such men would shed
a hallowed lustre upor: any Society, and the College from which
they went forth may well regard it as a sacred inheritance.”

Now it was some of those whom God spared for longer service, and who
who, when they had purchased to themselves a good degree by did-
good and faithful work, were invited home to receive further
training with a view to ordination ; and these it was who formed
“the class of Returned Catechists.” ¢ They were not eminent,”
says Mr. Childe, “in the world of letters. I more than doubt
whether one of them ever composed an Alcaic stanza or wrote a
Greek Iambic. Nevertheless, they were men of thoroughly
vigorous minds and solid sense, of single eye and steadfast pur-
pose, Bible-read and Spirit-taught.” Two of this class became Two future
bishops in after years, J. W. Weeks and Edward Sargent. Of bishops.
two others, whose names are probably unknown even to the most
diligent students of C.M.S. history, Mr. Childe supplies some
interesting particulars. One, Edmund Reynolds, was originally pr. Long-
a footman in the house of Dr. Longley, Head Master of Harrow, ley's foot-
afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. Longley prepared him for
confirmation, and his instructions were blessed—as such instruc-
tions so often have been—to the young man’s conversion of heart
to God, and to his dedication of himself to missionary service.

After some little training as a schoolmaster, he was sent in that
capacity to Jamaica ; and when some of the stations in that island
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were being transferred to the Colonial Church, he was recalled
and received into Islington. In due course he was ordained by
Bishop Blomfield, and sent to the then expanding Krishnagar
Mission. After two years his health failed, and he returned home.
He eventually closed his ministry as Incumbent of St. Andrew’s,
Whittlesey.

The ‘other case was that of William Ronaldson. He, like so
many others, had the blessing of godly parents ; but, unlike others
we have seen, he rejected their counsels, ran away to sea, and
shortened his praying mother’s days with grief of heart; and for
years he lived a wild and reckless life. Ultimately, a ship he was
serving in before the mast was wrecked off the coast of New
Zealand ; every soul on board was lost except Ronaldson, and he
was washed ashore almost lifeless, and lay on the sand ¢“like a
piece of human seaweed.” Consciousness returned, and, on
opening his eyes, he saw a little company of dark-skinned tattooed
men kneeling over him, and one of them apparently praying in a
strange tongue. They chafed his limbs, clothed him with their
own blankets, and carried him to a hut; and he recovered. But
that Maori prayer had gone to his heart, and his restored life he
yielded to the Lord he had so long forgotten. He engaged him-
self as farm-servant to an English settler, but lived as much as he
could among the Maori Christians, learned -their language, and
presently, at the request of the local chief—who was the very
man that had offered that prayer—became their teacher. By-
and-by he went to Bishop Selwyn’s College, and then into C.M.S.
service as a catechist under the Rev. R. Taylor. During Mr.
Taylor's absence he was in charge of the district, and for his
conduct during some disturbances he received the thanks of the
British Government. In 1851, he was invited to England by the
Committee and sent to the College. In due course he was
ordained by Bishop Blomfield, and returned to New Zealand,
where he laboured for several years, and then joined the Colonial
Church. The presence in the College of a man with such a
history must have been a great encouragement to the students of
that day. What a testimony, too, to the reality of God’s work in
New Zealand |—a testimony that was emphasized in a striking
way during Ronaldson’s time at the College; for that praying
chief himself, Hipango or John Williams, was brought to England
at that very time, and, as before mentioned, was likewise an
inmate of the College !

The men of mark in Mr. Childe’s time in the principal group,
No. 2, are too numerous to claim more than passing mention.
When he became Principal, the most notable student was James
Long, the ‘“Irish Mezzofantl.” ¢ Long,” said the outgoing
Principal, Pearson, to his successor, *is a remarkable fellow,
undoubtedly clever and original. They fell me that he knows
nine languages, but I am not prepared to vouch. for the fact!”
Mr. Childe says he trembled at the thought of having such a
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pupil, but that he proved “too sensible to give himsclf airs.”
Tong’s career was quite unique. In the whole succession of
C.M.S. missionaries, there has been no one quite like him. DBut
we shall meet him again. Another student was described by
Pearson to Childe in these terms: ‘“He is a mason by original
calling, and he is able either to build a stone wall, or to go through
one, as occasion may require.” ¢ This judgment,” says Childe,
“ was quite correct.” The student in question was well known in
after years as Archdeacon Abraham Cowley, and laboured in
Manitoba for nearly half a century.

Looking for other names as we glance through the roll, we find
those of J. T. Tucker, of Tinnevelly, who in twenty years baptized
two thousand persons with his own hands, and built forty-eight
village churches; the brothers Hobbs, Stephen and Septimus,
both also of Tinnevelly, but the former afterwards Archdeacon of
Mauritius and the latter in Ceylon; Henry Baker, junr., of
Travancore, the apostle of the Hill Arrians; James Hunter, of
Rupert’s Land, the pioneer to the extreme north, and Arch-
deacon; Samuel Hasell, of Bengal, in after years the able and
beloved Central Home Secretary of the Society; W. Clark,
successively in Tinnevelly, Ceylon, Travancore, and Bombay ;
Robert Hunt, a sharer of Allen Gardiner’s sufferings in Patagonia,
afterwards a pioneer in Rupert’s Land, and by-and-by, in his
retirement, the first chaplain at Mr. Pennefather’s Deaconess
Institution at Mildmay, and the author of a syllabic system for
reducing languages to writing; Robert Bren, of Ceylon, after-
wards in charge of the Society’s Preparatory Institution at
Reading ; R. Pargiter, also of Ceylon, afterwards Association
Secretary, and father of two missionaries ; George Parsons, also
of Ceylon, and also the father of a missionary; W. Salter Price,
first the head of Sharanpur, in India, where he trained Living-
stone’s ¢ Nasik boys ”’ and other liberated Fast African slaves, and
afterwards the founder of Frere Town and organizer of the East
Africa Mission,—he, too, a missionary’s father; E. T. Higgens,
the veteran of Ceylon, still labouring after forty-seven years’
service, and father of missionary daughters; J. Pickford, another
Ceylon man; E. A. Watkins, the first missionary of the
Church of England to the FEskimo; A. P. Neele, of Bengal;
J. 8. Burdon, pioneer at several new China stations, and after-
wards Bishop of Vietoria, Hong Kong; James Sheldon, of
Sindh, another missionary’s father; James Leighton, French’s
comrade at Agra, afterwards Incumbent of Nelson Cathedral,
New Zealand, now Rector of Harpurhey; Charles Every, the
Exeter solicitor’s son, Ragland’s much-loved fellow-worker in
Tinnevelly; Ashton Dibb and James Vaughan, friends when
young men at Hull, fellow-students at the College, and both
able and devoted workers for many years in Tinnevelly and
Bengal respectively; Samuel Dyson, Professor of Loglc and
Philosophy in the Cathedral Mission College, Calcutta, then
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Principal of that College, and now for many years Vice-Principal
of Islington College; Henry Andrews, of Travancore, who was
led to offer for missionary service by reading H. V. Elliott's
preface to the Memoir of H. W. Fox;* A. B. Valpy, of
Tinnevelly, now Rector of Stanford Dingley, father of two
missionary daughters ; W. T. Storrs, the evangelist of the Santal
people, now Vicar of Sandown, father of four clerical sons,
two of them missionaries; John Gritton, of Tinnevelly, after-
wards Secretary of the Lord’s Day Observance Society; C.
Tanner, of the Telugu Mission, father of a son now in the same
Mission; C. C. McArthur, the C.M.S. representative of the island
of Tona, who, after a period of service in Ceylon, was for many
years the much-valued Association Secretary in Norfolk: K.
Champion, founder of the Gond Mission ; James Hamilton, after-
wards Archdeacon of Lagos and Association Secretary at home ;
George Smith, of Fuh-chow, to whose importunity was due the
Society continuing its then fruitless Mission there, and who soon
afterwards baptized the first converts; Alfred Menzies, of both
West and Bast Africa.

The foregoing completed their course under Mr. Childe. It is
worth noting that four of them had been under him as boys
when, before he came to Islington, he was Head Master of Walsall
Grammar School, viz., W. S. Price, J. Sheldon, E. A. Watkins,
and A. P. Neele. When he retired in 1858 he left some men in
the College whose names have since become very familiar;
among them, T. T. Smith, of Rupert’s Land, afterwards Associa-
tion Secretary in Lancashire and Yorkshire; R. H. Weakley, of
Constantinople, a reviser of the Turkish Bible; W. J. Edmonds,
the first missionary to the Koi tribes on the Godavery, now
Canon of Exeter; Nigel Honiss, of Tinnevelly and Mauritius;
J. D. Simmons, still labouring—and his son too—in Ceylon ;
A. E. Moule, of Mid China, Archdeacon of Ningpo, father of
three missionary sons; and John R. Wolfe, the missionary par
excellence of Fuh-kien, and father of two missionary daughters.
At this point our enumeration must stop for the present.

Successive Bishops-of London have expressed their satisfaction
with the Islington men presented to them ; but at one time there
was imminent danger of real difficulty in obtaining ordinations
for them. This was after the Gorham Judgment, referred to in
our Thirty-third Chapter. Bishop Blomfield was much exercised

* He was struck by Elliott’s adaptation of Horace’s Ode, Quem tu, Melpomene,
semel; ‘‘ the sentiment of which,” wrote Elliott, ‘‘is that when the muse
has once fixed her eyes on a youth, and marked him for her own, in vain
to him will any other course of life display its honours or attractions., His
destiny is fixed. That beautiful fiction of poetry is in the history of Missions
a reality. He that is called of God to be a missionary, ‘by His Spirit
working in due season, will through grace obey the calling.”” ¢ How little,”
he wrote afterwards, ¢‘ did the Epicurean infidel imagine that an ode of hig
would move a Christian missionary to go out and preach the Gospel of a
crucified Jew on the shores of the Indian Ocean!” .
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about that judgment, and his examining chaplains, taking the cue
from him, put what Mr. Venn called ** entrapping questions” to
the Society’s candidates about baptismal regeneration. The men
generally got through successfully by resolutely adhering to the
ipsissima verba of the Prayer-book and Articles. But on one
occasion, in 1852, two men, ¢ conceiving,” says Mr. Childe, « that
they were directly challenged to bear witness to the truth,” gave
answers directly in the teeth of the examiner’s known views; and
the result was that the Bishop reported to Venn that he must refuse
both candidates for unsoundness in doetrine. It so happened
that both of them were Cambridge graduates, R. R. Meadows and
RR. C. Paley, though they had been reading theology at Islington.
Venn warmly took their part, and assured them that he  would
stake the reputation of the Society upon their answers.” Ulti-
mately the Bishop yielded as regards Meadows, though he still
refused Paley; but on further representation he so far yielded
again as to give letters dimissory to the newly-consecrated Bishop
of Sierra Leone, Dr. Vidal, to ordain him as a man going to his
own diocese. It rounds off the story well when we find that one
of the chaplains who harassed C.M.S. students was the Rev.
T. W. Allies, who had given Bishop Wilberforce of Oxford much
trouble,* and who ultimately went over to Rome.

In 1858, Mr. Childe resigned the Principalship on his appoint-
ment to the rectory of Holbrook, Suffolk. He left fully recognized
as one of the ablest men who ever served the Society. He was a
ripe scholar, a sound divine, a singularly instructive preacher. He
was regarded as a somewhat strict disciplinarian, but his strictness
—if such it was—arose from the intensity of his feelings regarding
the duty of the missionary candidate to subordinate everything
that was of self to Christ’s claims and commands; and 1t cer-
tainly produced a remarkable succession of self-denying, patient,
courageous missionaries. His successor, the Rev. Thomas Green,
was a very different man, gentle and tender, less exacting, and
exercising an influence perhaps less bracing upon the men under
his care. A combination of Childe and Green would go far
to make a perfect Principal.

Mr. Green had been Incumbent of Friezland, near Manchester.
Under his influence several young men, * Lancashire lads ”* and
others, had dedicated themselves to foreign missionary work;
but their education had not been such as to prepare them for the
College. What was to be done with them ? Mr. Green himself
trained them, in a simple way, for simple service as lay catechists
in Africa. His success in this work no doubt led, in part, to his
appointment as Principal. After he came to Islington, a ¢ Supple-
mental Class’ was formed for the same purpose, under the
leadership of the Rev. 8. D. Stubbs, which was a kind of pre-
cursor of the Preparatory Home afterwards established at Reading,

* Life of Bishop Wilberforce, vol. ii., ch. .
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and now at Clapham. Twelve of the men prepared under this
original scheme of Mr. Green’s appear in the Register of
Missionaries, several of whom did excellent service, and six were
afterwards ordained. The most important name is that of
Jonathan L. Buckley Wood, who achieved the almost unique dis-
tinction of labouring in Africa forty years, his only rival in this
being Henry Townsend.

Mr. Green’s annual reports on the College and its students
were always specially interesting documents, and were generally
printed in the Society’s Report. In 1861 he presented a list of
the callings of fifty-five students who had been under him for
part or the whole of the year. There were five University
graduates, one solicitor, six sons of missionaries, three Seripture-
readers, four school-teachers, two professors of musie, two
printers, one landscape-painter, four chemists, three farmers, ten
clerks, one manufacturer, one builder, one soldier, one domestic
servant, three tradesmen, seven artizans.

Under both Childe and Green, the Rev. J. G. Heisch was
second in command at the College, being appointed Tutor in
1842, and Vice-Principal in 1858. The latter office he re-
tained, to the grateful satisfaction of both the Committee and
the missionaries, until 1879. P. S. Royston, also, afterwards
Bishop of Mauritius, was Tutor in the College for two years,
1853-55, and was succeeded by G. F. W. Munby, now Rector
of Turvey.

In our Thirty-fourth Chapter we have seen how prominent a part
Mr. Childe took in the establishment and working of important
Home Mission organizations in Islington. The same thing may
be said of all the Principals and Tutors. But Home Mission work
also formed—and still forms—a definite part of the College
curriculum. The late Graham Wilmot Brooke used to say that
the best training the men could get for foreign work, particularly
among Mohammedans, would be by joining the evangelists of
the Irish Church Missions in Dublin and Cork. But the
Islington students for many years had a precisely similar sphere
of labour. The College definitely undertook the charge of one
of the worst districts in'Liondon, known as the Irish Courts, seven
in number, near the ¢ Angel.” These courts were crowded with
the lowest class of Roman Catholic Irish, a lawless, drunken, and
quarrelsome population, among whom no policeman used to go
alone. They were regularly visited by the students, and day-
schools, Sunday-schools, and Sunday services were set on foot.
The services were held in a large upper room approached by an
outside staircase, which was familiarly called by the men ¢ S,
Patrick’s Cathedral.” The ¢ cathedral ”’ windows were now and
then broken by stones, and the ¢ cathedral ”* doors battered, and
once nailed up. The visiting was certainly no bad preparation
for Inland China or the Afghan Frontier. Ashton Dibb, who
was some six feet In height, was confronted one day by an Irish
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virago waving a red-hot poker. ¢ Yer see this here poker, don’t
yer? Well, I've hotted it a purpose for yer; an’ef yer don’t
make yerself scarce this blessed minnit, by the holy Vargint, I'll
do, and I'll do, and T'll do.” Another member of the same
agreeable sisterhood poured a kettle of boiling water down the
stairs when a student was going up. Nevertheless, the work
went bravely on, and such an influence was gained over the
people, especially the children, that the Mission was publicly
denounced from the altar in the large Roman Catholic church
in Duncan Terrace. And denounced by whom? By the Very
Rev. Canon Frederick Oakeley, once, when an Oxford under-
graduate, as we saw in the preceding chapter, a member of the
Church Missionary Society !

One of the interesting MS. addresses by Mr. Childe, from
which a good deal in this chapter is borrowed, closes with the
quotation of two ¢ plain directions "’ in the New Testament; and
our chapter may appropriately close with them likewise. The first
is, ¢ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send
forth labourers into His harvest.” The second is embodied in
one word, 'Emoxéfacde, “Look out.” As the Apostles bade
the whole Church ““look out’ among its members ¢ seven men
of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and of wisdom,” for
certain Church work, so the aged former Principal, speaking
primarily ad clerum, but really to us all, bade us “look out”
for men now, so that the College might be continually replenished
with fit persons to serve in the sacred ministry—or ministries—
of the Church.

TrE CHURCH MISSIONARY COLLEGE, ISLINGTON.
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION : THE CHURCH OF NEW ZEALAND.

The Church, Visible and Invisible—The ‘ Euthanasia’’ of a Mission—
Native Christians in a Colonial Church—C.M.S. Views and Aims
—Bishop Selwyn struggles for Liberty—The Synods and C.M.S.—
Plans of Bishops Selwyn and Perry—The Colonial Office gives
way—New Bishops—William Williams and the Diocese of Waiapu
—Should C.M.S. Withdraw ?—Bishop Patteson—Further Steps to
Freedom —The Privy Council Judgments.

¢ That the Church may receive edifying.”—1 Cor. xiv. b.
¢ For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things
that are wanting.”’-——Titus i. 5.

Part VI aoy HE object of a Mission in the present dispensation may
1849-61. be said to be twofold : (1) the preaching of the Gospel
Chap. 38. as a witness; (2) the gathering out of the Ecclesia,
The the ““called out’” Church of God. But in fulfilling

Charehs nd the second purpose we have to bear in mind the
Invisible. character of the dispensation. As in.the Jewish period, so in the
Christian period, there is the Visible Body, and there is the
Invisible Body. Under the old dispensation, ¢all were not
Tsrael who were of Israel.” TUnder the new dispensation, the
visible and external Christian ¢ Church ” is not identical or co-
terminous with the invisible and spiritual ¢“ Church ”* which is in
the highest and fullest sense the Body of Christ. The distinetion,
indeed, is not admitted by modern High Church writers. On the
contrary, they strongly protest against it. But they thereby only
show how far they have diverged from genuine Church of England
Hooker's teaching. The high authority of Hooker, who was no  Low
matter.  Churchman,” isagainst them. His famous passage on the subject
is very familiar, but it can never be quoted too often. Of the
Invisible Church he says :*

“ That Church of Christ which we properly term His Body mystical,
can be but one; neither can that one be sensibly discerned by any man,
inasmuch as the parts thereof are some in heaven already with Christ,
and the rest that are on earth (albeit their natural persons be visible)
we do mot discern under this property whereby they are truly and
infallibly of that body.”

* Ecel. Pol, iii. 1,
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But the Visible Church he describes as ““a sensible known
body " :—

“The unity of which Visible Body and Church of Christ consisteth of
that uniformity which all several persons thereunto belonging have, by
reason of that one Lord, whose servants they all profess themselves;
that one faith, which they all acknowledge ; that one baptism, wherewith
they are all initiated.”

Is it possible, he asks, that baptized men-who are wicked belong
to the Church of Christ ?—
' «Unto that Church which is His mystical Body, not possible; because
that Body consisteth of none but only . . . true servants and saints of
God. Howbeit of the Visible Body and Church of Jesus Christ, those
may be, and often-times are.” :

But it is not wrong to apply to the Visible Church, in a lower
sense, the language that is in strictness only applicable to the
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Invisible ; for St. Paul does so repeatedly. While, therefore, we built up.

may rightly express the second object of Missions in the words
used above, ‘‘the gathering out of the Ecclesia, the ‘called
out ’ Church of God,” these must be taken in both senses. The
members of the Church Missionary Society have been wont to
think most of (1) the salvation and (2) the edification of individual
souls as the chief object of their continual prayers. That is
right ; but it is not all. Along with the conversion of individuals,
the outward profession of Christianity grows and spreads; and
along with the ¢ edifying” or ¢ building up” of the converted
souls, the outward and visible Church must be ‘ built up’’ and
organized. 8o, as regards both the spiritual Church and the
visible Church, there 1s, as we saw in our First Chapter, not
only the ¢ fishing "’ but also the * shepherding.” ¢ This oughtye
to have done, and not to leave the other undone.”

“The object of the Church Missionary Society’s Missions,
viewed in their Ecclesiastical aspect,” says the Society’s official
paper on Native Church Organization, ¢“is the development of
Native Churches, with a view to their ultimate settlement upon a
self-supporting, self-governing, and self-extending system. When
this settlement has been effected, the Mission will have attained
its euthanasia, and the Missionary and all Missionary agency can
be transferred to the regions beyond.” The formulating of plans
towards the attainment of this euthanasia was one chief work of
Henry Venn’s life. Before he gave his mind to the subject, no
one had done so. It was an untrodden field. We may search
missionary papers during the first half of the nineteenth century,
and search in vain, for any signs that the matter was even
thought of. Now, in almost all Missions, the principles laid down
by Venn are accepted, and his plans to a large extent followed,
though adapted to the varying circumstances of differerit peoples.

A later chapter, however, will introduce us more closely to
these principles and plans, as applied to purely Native Churches.
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There is something in this chapter to come first. Colonial Church
Organization comes before Missionary Church Organization, both
in order of time and in order of thought. It is the latter that has
owed so much to the wisdom and resourcefulness of Henry Venn.
The former, as we now see it in many Colonies, was mainly the
work of Bishop Perty of Melbourne and Bishop Selwyn of New
Zealand.

With Colonial Church Organization this History is only in-
directly concerned. The C.M.S. was not established to provide
ministrations for British settlers abroad. Its purpose is the
evangelization of Native Races. The S.P.G. performs both
functions; the C.M.S. only one. But in so far as the C.M.S.
works among Native Races within British Colonies, it necessarily
has relations with the Church in those Colonies.

And here we see a broad distinction between the euthanasia of
a Mission in a Colony—that is, in a Colony such as Canada or
New Zealand, in which the British settlers become the majority
of the population—and the euthanasia of a Mission in China or
India or Equatorial Africa, where the white man is only a
traveller or a sojourner. In the former case the Native Chris-
tians, necessarily, naturally, rightly, become absorbed in a Church
the bulk of whose members are of British descent. The latter
case is quite different, and far more complicated. The Church to
be organized should be, eventually at least, native in character.
It is to this latter case that Venn’s principles and plans apply.
It was the former problem that Bishop Selwyn had to tackle in
New Zealand.

It is not eagy in the present day, when we see flourishing self-
governing Colonial Churches, or Branches of the Church of
England, all round the world, to realize the perplexities that
attended their foundation. The Church of Ireland has given us
an object-lesson of the success of even an ancient Church in
governing and providing for itself on the withdrawal of State aid
and recognition. But in 1841 there were no precedents for
guidance. In India, the Church, as represented by the Bishops
and chaplains, was little more than a department of the State.
In Canada and Australia, the Church had been provided with
State endowments ; the 8.P.G. work was auxiliary to them; and
there was no thought of local self-government. Mr. Tucker, in
his Life of Bishop Selwyn,* thus forcibly describes the condition
of things :—

“ Tt needed but the throwing out of swarms from the mother-country
to prove how lamentably deficient is the Church of England in powers
of self-government and of adaptation to the varying necessities of a
rapidly-changing order of things. At home, with the support of endow-
ments and the influence of State connexion, these deficiencies are not so
patent, although anything like unusual tension brings them into promi-
nence; but when the mother-Church, awaking from her slumbers,

* Vol. ii. p. 84
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and regarding the daily exodus of her children to all parts of the world,
followed them with the fulness of her organization, it was no longer
possible to conceal how inadequate was the provision for the due
administration of her discipline and the maintenance of her position,
both in the Colonies and among the Heathen.

“ At first, it is true, this was not revealed in the full light of its neces-
sity. In India, which was treated as a garrison,—in Australia, which
was regarded as a large convict station,—in Canada and the West
Indies, where the Church was an appanage of the State and maintained
by subsidies in the shape of either lands or money voted from the public
treasury, the life of the Church and its inherent powers were sup-
pressed in consideration of the material aids which the civil power
secured to it.

“But there came a time when Colonies outgrew the stage in which
Imperial nursing was possible. For a time they had been appendages to
the Colonial Office and had been governed from Downing Street; but
when the claim for local self-government in matters civil could no longer
be resisted, the value of Letters Patent, on which the coercive jurisdic-
tion of the Episcopate had depended, was discredited on the first
occasion on which it was tested, and the Church was found to have
fallen between the two systems, and to be given up to anarchy almost
without power of extricating herself.”

Bishop Selwyn, from the first, contemplated a different order
of things in New Zealand. He perceived that Establishment
would give the Church there no advantages; and he was not dis-
posed to submit to its disadvantages. His views on the general
subject, prior to any attempt to carry them out in New Zealand,
may be seen from some incisive letters of his to friends in
England, not primarily regarding his own diocese, but dpropos
of a scheme before Parliament in 1846 for endowing a new
bishopriec for Manchester with the income of two of the Welsh
sees, to be abolished for the purpose. This scheme he earnestly
opposed, on the ground that the ¢ spiritual existence ” of the sees
was quite independent of their temporalities, *“ as the soul of man
is exempt from the power of the gaoler who may confine his body,
or the hangman who may put an end to his life ””:—

“Let the State, if it pleases, be the gaoler or the hangman of the
body of the Church ; let it suspend or alienate its revenues at pleasure,
provided always that the soul of the Church, its living principle, its
scripless and purseless spirit, its divine origin, its holy and inward
energy, be not confounded with such beggarly elements as seats in the
House of Lords, and thousands a year, and parks and palaces, things
which statesmen love to ‘touch, and taste, and handle,’ but which
¢ perish in the using.’

“The true essence of the Church, which man can neither give nor
take away, [is] that patrimony and perpetual inheritance which it
possessed, even when its Founder had not where to lay His head, when
His disciples had but a few tattered nets and leaky boats, and had left
even them, and when they went out without scrip or purse, and yet
lacked nothing.” *

In another letter he refers to the ardent young Tractarians
* Life of Bishop Selwyn, pp. 214, 215.
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who were dissatisfied with the Erastianism of the Established
- Church, and who, professing to be longing for opportunities of a
- life of austerity and self-denial, talked of retiring into monasteries
and hermitages. Could they not, he asks, try a missionary life
in New Zealand ?

anchorites. 1 have at command,” he says, “a rill of water, a shady wood, a

Alarm at
Selwyn's

rocky cave, and roots of fern, for every one of these would-be anchorites
who desires to walk in the steps of St. Winfrid or St. Dunstan.”

And they should find a Church to which their complaints would
not apply :—

“My desire is, in this country, so far as God may give me light and
strength, to try what the actual system of the Church of England can
do, when disencumbered of its earthly load of seats in Parliament,
Erastian compromises, corruption of patronage, confusion of orders,
synodless bishops, and an unorganized clergy. None of these things

are inherent in our system, and therefore are not to be imputed as
faults.” ¥

At the present day, with the lives and labours before us of a
Patteson and a Hannington, a French and a Horden,—to say
nothing of living men like Bishop Bompas,—we have got far
beyond the old coach-and-six notion of episcopal dignity; and
Selwyn’s bold words do not shock us. We may not concur in

bold plans. €Very expression, but we can all admire their spirit. But half a
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century ago they were courageous indeed ; and we need not be
surprised if their author was in some quarters dreaded as half
a Papist and half a Political Dissenter. It must be confessed
that the vision of a ship-load of Tractarian anchorites from
Oxford arriving in New Zealand was not calculated to com-
mend - the Bishop’s plans to Evangelical missionaries; but
there was one fear that haunted them, and haunted the C.M.S.
Committee at home, which was undoubtedly due to at least
partial misconception. That fear was the fear of Episcopal
Autocracy.

" In an old Established Church, as in England, Episcopal
Autocracy is avoided by means of the legal rights of clergy and
laity conferred by Establishment. In a non-established Church,
the true preventive against Episcopal Autocracy is the very thing
that was feared as likely to introduce it—Synodical action. The
Letters Patent given to the early Colonial Bishops practically
endowed them with autocratic power. Bishop Perry, of Mel-
bourne, said, ¢ The government of the Church of England in this
Colony is a pure autocracy’; and he complained of the result,
namely, that men of good standing in England would not go out
to spheres in which they were subject to the will of an indi-
vidual.t What was Bishop Selwyn’s view of the matter ? «I
believe,” he said, *“ the monarchical idea of the Episcopate to be
as foreign to the true mind of the Church as it is adverse to the

* Life of Bishop Selwyn, vol. i. pp. 199, 200. T Ibid., vol.ii. p. 88.
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Gospel doctrine of humility.” By ¢ monarchical,” of course,
he meant ‘ absolutist” or ¢ autocratical’’; for constitutional
“monarchy” was what he aimed at. “I would rather resign
my office,” he continued, ¢ than be reduced to act as a single
isolated being.” * To obviate the risks of Episcopal Autocracy,
therefore, was one purpose of his efforts to organize the Church
of New Zealand.

In passing, let it be observed that, years after, when Selwyn
became Bishop of Lichfield, he worked for the same object, so
far as was possible in an Established Church, by forming a
Diocesan Conference of clerical and lay representatives. The
same dread and suspicion arose, and as needlessly. Gradually,
in the course of twenty years or so, every diocese in England
imitated the plan ; and though in England such Conferences have
no power, and only limited infiuence, they have unquestionably
done good by familiarizing the lay mind with Church affairs.

‘We may now proceed to review briefly the steps actually taken
by Bishop Selwyn in New Zealand.

In 1844 he summoned an informal synod of the clergy at
Waimate. This, tentative and informal as it was, is interesting
as being the very first experiment of the kind in the Anglican
Church. The meeting was attended by three archdeacons, four
other presbyters, and two deacons ; most of them being C.M.S.
missionaries. The object of the gathering was *‘ to frame rules
for the better management of the Mission and the general govern-
ment of the Church,” and the discussions were limited to
questions of Church discipline and Church extension, particularly
practical matters such as sponsors in baptism, the admission of
polygamists to the Church, &c. This is exactly the sort of
meeting that is now universally recognized as most useful and
desirable ; but the news of it, on reaching ¥ngland, threw the
legal members of the C.M.S. Committee into transports of alarm.
The royal supremacy was being invaded by priestly assump-
tion! We can afford now to smile at these fears; but they
were excusable at the time. The legal mind is always cautious,
and keen to see difficulties; and here was a distinet ¢« innova-
tion "—no doubt ‘“the thin end of the wedge”! The mis-
sionaries themselves, though not sympathizing with the Bishop
in all his designs, did not share the fears of the Committee at
home.

In 1847, a second informal synod of clergy was held; on which
occasion Selwyn delivered his Primary Charge, a very able and
comprehensive address, in which he expounded at length his
views on the whole subject, and upon the Church controversies
of the day in England. It need not now detain us.t In 1850

* Address to his tentative preliminary Synod in 1847. Life, vol. ii. p. 89.

T One sentence, apropos of the Oxford Movement and Newman’s secession,
is worth quoting :— Three mighty men . . . when they found us hemmed in
with enemies, and thirsting for Catholic unity, went forth to draw water for
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he attended an Episcopal Conference—again the first of its
kind—convened at Sydney by Bishop Broughton, which was
attended also by four recently-appointed Australian Bishops,
Melbourne, Adelaide, Newecastle, and Tasmania. This Con-
ference led to important results. The six Bishops resolved to
act on the advice given shortly before to the Church in the
Colonies generally by Mr. Gladstone, that in view of the rapid
removal of the seeming support of the civil power, they should
‘“ orgamize themselves on that basis of voluntary consensual compact
which was the basts on which the Church of Christ rested from the
Jirst.” Bome of them, indeed, sought to obtain legal sanction,
first from the British Parliament, and then, failing that, from
the Colonial Legislatures, for the synodical action and other
arrangements for self-government which they contemplated ; *
but Bishop Perry was the only one who succeeded in organizing
his diocese upon the basis of legal authority derived from the
Colonial Legislature.t On the other hand, the example of adopt-
ing Mr. Gladstone’s counsel in its entirety was set by Bishop
Selwyn.

Not, however, immediately. The C.M.S. lawyers were again
frightened ; and in 1851 the Committee sent out instructions to
the missionaries to keep aloof from the proposed Chureh organi-
zation. They did not condemn it per se; they gave no opinion
as to its applicability to a Colony where the clergy were in no
way dependent upon the mother country; but they considered
that missionaries supported from home were not free to join in a
scheme which might separate the Church in New Zealand from
the Home Church. We may again regret that the Society should
have stood in the way of a development that was rapidly becoming,
not only desirable, but absolutely necessary ; but we can scarcely
be surprised at the hesitation of a law-abiding Committee in the
uncertainty whereunto the Bishop’s schemes would grow. More-
over, Selwyn himself did not yet see that State authority might
safely be dispensed with. In an important circular issued in
1852, he urged ¢the mnecessity of applying to the heads of the
State and of the Chureh in England for authority to frame, under
their sanction, a form of constitution for the Branch of the
English Church” in New Zealand. And to obtain this authority
he proceeded to England in 1854.

At this very time the Church in the Colonies had been before
Parliament. Mr. Gladstone had introduced a Bill, and failed to
carry it. Archbishop Sumner had introduced a Bill, and failed

us from the well of primitive antiquity; but one was taken captive by the
foreign armies which had usurped the well.” —Quoted in Life of Biskop Selwyn,
vol. i. p. 240. Is it necessary to interpret the allusion to Keble, Newman,
and Pusey ?

* See ante, Chapter XXXIII., p. 18.

+ The whole history of the efforts made by various dioceses to organize
themselves in various ways is ably summarized in Canon Goodman’s Church
in Victoria during the Episcopate of Bishop Perry (London, 1892).
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to carry it.* It was becoming more and more evident that Church
legislation in Parliament would soon become almost an impossi-
bility. And Bishop Selwyn could get neither an Act nor a Royal
Charter to enable him to organize the Church in New Zealand.
But his visit bore important fruit in other ways. For one thing,
he was joined by John Coleridge Patteson, with a view to work
in Melanesia. For another thing, his great course of Advent
Sermons in the University Church at Cambridge resulted in the
offer, for missionary work in South Africa, of C. F. Mackenzie,
afterwards the first Bishop of the Universities’ Mission. But
what more immediately concerns this History was his concordat
with the Church Missionary Society.

On June 23rd the Committee received Bishop Selwyn and Sir
George Grey. It was on this occasion that the request for
Archdeacon Henry Williams’s reinstatement was made, as related
in our Twenty-eighth Chapter. The Bishop presented an im-
portant memorandum, embodying many questions as to the future
course of the Society in New Zealand. At subsequent meetings
this memorandum was ‘carefully considered, and the result was a
series of resolutions which appear to have been very satisfactory
to the Bishop. As regards a Church constitution, the Committee
now understood that no separation from the Church of England
was intended, that the Queen’s supremacy was recognized, that
questions of doctrine and ritual would be excluded from the
purview of the Synods, and that the interests of the Maori
Christians would be cared for; and they cordially withdrew their
instructions to the missionaries of three years before, and approved
of their joining with the Bishop in the work of organizing the
Church. The Bishop having proposed to divide his diocese into
four, and to obtain the appointment of three of the missionaries as
bishops of the three new dioceses, the Committee agreed to con-
tinue their stipends, and also to contribute land endowments for
them. (But this fell through, as the Colonial Office refused leave
for the new bishoprics.) A great many other resolutions were
come to, which need not detain us; but the two following should
be put on record :—

“7. The Committee do not wish their missionaries to be regarded as
a separate body in the New Zealand Church. It has pleased God to
make them mainly instrumental in the introduction of the Gospel into
the land, and there is therefore every reason why they should identify
themselves with its rising Church, and assist the Bishop and clergy in
consolidating and establishing it upon that Protestant and Evangelical
basis upon which all its prosperity, under God, depends.”

“19. The Committee wish that the trust under which they hold their
lands should be generally known and understood in New Zealand,
namely :—¢ That, as the land held by the Society in New Zealand was
acquired by the Committee solely for the purposes of the Mission, and
the possession of it intended to promote, through the Mission, the spiritual

¥ See Chapter XXXITI.
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welfare of the Natives, it be appropriated, under the direction of the
Committee, to endow, or aid the endowment of, a bishopric, if necessary ;
of a parochial ministry in connexion with our Church, when the state
of the Mission shall be sufficiently advanced to admit of the Mission
stations conveniently assuming the parochial form; of educational and
collegiate establishments ; and to other objects of permanent benefit to
the Natives, at the discretion of the Committee, to the extent to which
the land so held by the Society shall be of value to effectuate some or all
of the objects above referred to, in whole or in part.’”

Still, the problem remained, Where was the authority to
organize the Church to come from? In the following year,
Bishop Perry, of Melbourne, bent on the same quest, came to
England, and applied to the Colonial Office for the royal assent to
an Act of the Legislature in the Colony sanctioning his plans
(which, as before-mentioned, differed from Selwyn’s plans). Lord
John Russell, at that time again Colonial Secretary, said No.
Lord John just then went out of office, and was succeeded by
Sir William Molesworth, who said Yes for himself; but the law
officers of the Crown said No. Suddenly Sir W. Molesworth
died, and Mr. Labouchere (afterwards Lord Taunton) came into
office ; and he not only obtained the royal assent to the Melbourne
scheme, but got a permissive Act passed for the Canadian Church,
and moreover, by a single sentence in a despatch to Canada,
provided Selwyn with a key to the solution of the problem. The
sentence was simply this :— I am aware of the advantages which
might belong to a scheme under which the binding force of such
regulations should be simply voluntary.” * It is curious that such
simple and natural words should have proved so powerful. But
they opened men’s eyes instantly. There could be nothing illegal
in any society, whether a cricket club or a Church, making rules
for its own members, provided that they bound no one who did
not voluntarily submit himself to them. ‘*All at once,” writes
Dean Jacobs, “but upon some sooner than others, the light of
their actual freedom dawned, and they saw that their bondage had
been mainly self-inflicted ; like some bedridden hypochondriacs,
they suddenly believed that they could rise and walk, and they
did so.” t

Accordingly, in May, 1857, the Bishop summoned a Conference
at Auckland to draft a constitution for the Church. There were
two Bishops, Dr. Harper having come out as Bishop of Christ-
church, a new diocese formed for a rising Colony in the Middle

* Tt would appear from the Letters of Lord Blachford, that he, then Sir
Frederick Rogers, and an Under-Secretary in the Colonial Office, was the real
author of this more liberal policy. He was an active High Churchman, and
one of the founders of the Guardian. H. Venn wrote in his diary (February
12th, 1856), *‘ The Archbishop showed me copies of despatches sent by Mr.
Labouchere to Canada and to Melbourne giving the Queen’s consent to the
Melbourne Church Act, and enunciating precigely the principles advocated in
my pamphlet.” (Life of H. Venn, p. 234.)

t Church History of New Zealand, p. 167.
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Island ; eight clergymen, of whom five were C.M.S. missionaries,
viz., the brothers Williams, Brown, Hadfield, and Kissling—all
five of them archdeacons then or afterwards; and seven laymen.
Bishop Perry’s constitution for Melbourne was already at work :
the first meeting of his fully-organized Synod had been held there
in the previous year; so that to him must be awarded the honour
of having first presided over the Synod of a Colonial Church. To
him, also, was largely due the scheme of representation of the
laity which, in substance, is now generally adopted. Bishop
Selwyn’s task, however, was more difficult, owing to the existence
of a Maori section of the Church, and to the fact of a great
English missionary society having large interests in connexion
with it. Into the details of the New Zealand constitution it is
needless to enter here. No special provision for the Maori
members of the Church was made at that time. Their share in
its affairs will come before us much later in this History. Suffice
it to say that the constitution was drawn with much skill; and
although it afterwards underwent some hostile eriticism from the
High Church clergy of Christchurch Diocese (who all along were
far more troublesome to Bishop Selwyn than the Church
Missionary Society, vide Dean Jacobs’s History, passim), it has
proved eminently workable to this day. It owed something to the
American Church, whose constitution Selwyn had studied ; and
in its turn it proved of great value as a pattern to other Colonies,
and also to the Church of Ireland.

The first General Synod under the new constitution met at
Wellington in March, 1859. There were now four bishops to
attend. Three new dioceses had been formed, Wellington,
Nelson, and Waiapu. Selwyn had originally nominated Hadfield
for a bishoprie, in accordance with his arrangement with the
C.M.S.; first to Christchurch, then to a proposed diocese of
“ Wellington and Nelson,” and thirdly to Wellington alone; but
Hadfield declined all three times. So three old Etonians had
been procured, H.J. C. Harper * for Christchurch, C. J. Abraham
for Wellington, and E. Hobhouse for Nelson. For Waiapu, the
eastern diocese of the North Island, which was in the main a
Maori sphere, Archdeacon William Williams, who had been for
twenty years the chief missionary in that part of the country,
was selected, as had all along been intended ; and he was conse-
crated during the session of the Synod, by the other four.

The Synod was opened by Bishop Selwyn with a masterly
address.t It was, of course, chiefly occupied with questions of
practical organization, with which we are not now concerned.
But one passage must be quoted, which admirably embodies the

true view of the externals of Church arrangements and machinery :— ext

“There is but one doubt of any importance, which I have heard

* Harper had not been an Eton boy, but he was a private tutor there.
Selwyn said, ‘ We must naturalize him.”
t Printed at length in the Life, vol. ii. pp. 108 —126.
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expressed on the subject of Church Constitutions, and that is, that we
may be tempted to rely on mere external and material organization,
instead of resting on the one foundation-stone of Jesus Christ, and
seeking for the quickening influences of His Holy Spirit. But is not
this a danger inseparable from our mixed nature in its fallen state ? As
the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and these are contrary the one to
the other, so must everything that is outward and visible endanger the
purity and vitality of that w%ich is spiritual. However precious may be
the ointment, a dead fly might cause it to stink. The brazen serpent
might be made into an idol. The sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb might
become an empty form. The temple of the Lord might be made
a den of thieves. The word of God may be the letter that killeth,
instead of the Spirit that giveth life; the savour of death unto death,
instead of the savour of life unto life. 'We may have the form of godli-
ness while we deny the power thereof. The tables of stone may draw
away our thoughts from the Holy Law of God written on the tables of
the heart. Prayer, Baptism, Confirmation, Communion, every ordi-
nance that has a form of words or an outward sign, is liable to the same
danger ; and even where no form of words is used, the lips may still
draw near to God, while the heart is far from Him. If every sacramental
sign were removed, formality would still grow up from the dead
heart within.

“The danger then, which is feared, of trusting to external organiza- -
tion, rather than to the inward life of the Spirit, is not peculiar to our
present work, but is the besetting danger attendant upon every religious
ordinance, and common to the Church at large, and to all its members.
It would be vain, then, to seek for spiritual life by rejecting outward
organization.”

The only other portion that need be referred to is the Bishop’s
argument against seeking from the Colonial Legislature a legal
status for the Synod, similar to that which Bishop Perry had
obtained for Melbourne. ¢ We should,”” he observed, ¢ incur all
the liabilities of a Church established by law, while at the same
time, in the eye of the Colonial Legislature, we should only be as
one of many denominations, all equal to one another.” The
authority claimed by the C.M.S. over its missionaries, too, would,
he thought, be interfered with under any other system than
that of mutual voluntary compact.

The most interesting incident of the session was the consecra-
tion of William Williams. The other bishops had all been
consecrated in England; and all had received Letters Patent,
which so closely attached them to the Established Church that
they could not proceed to a legal consecration themselves without
the consent of the Crown and the Archbishop of Canterbury.
The necessary commission, however, arrived from England during
the sitting of the Synod; and no time was lost in acting upon it.
On the very next day, Sunday, April 3vd, 1859, the four bishops
solemnly laid their hands on William Williams, and he then took
his episcopal seat as first Bishop of Waiapu. No man, next to
Samuel Marsden, more deserves to be called the Apostle of the
Maoris. He and his brother Henry had for thirty-four years
been the leaders of the missionary band; but Willlam had
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certainly had the larger share in the actual work of evangeliza- Parr VI,
tion. 1f Henry by his great energy had, as we have before seen, 1849-61.
made enemies as well as friends, William by his gentleness had Chap-38.
won only friends. He was faithful to Evangelical truth, and at

the same time a loyal supporter of Selwyn in his plans for
organization. Twelve years before, Selwyn had written of him,

«He is an episcopally-minded man, and it would give me great
pleasure to divide my diocese with him. Yea, let him take all,

as I cannot pretend to equal his piety or maturity of wisdom.”*

Bishop Broughton had said of him, ¢ He is the man I should like

to have with me when I am dying.” +

There is a tradition that when Selwyn, at his interview with Good
the C.M.S. Committee in England, proposed four new bishoprics, ™!
John Tucker of Madras drew a little picture of four lights at four
corners being extinguished by four mitres! It was a significant
illustration of the fear that many good people have always had,
that organization may stifle life. So, undoubtedly, it may; but
not necessarily ; and assuredly the mitre of Waiapu did not.

One consideration which much influenced the Society in desiring

to see missionaries at the head of new dioceses was that the result
would be the ordination of more Maori clergy. Selwyn’s back-
wardness in this respect, and his reasons for it, have been noticed

in our Twenty-eighth Chapter. Up to the time of the General
Synod, when he had been seventeen years in New Zealand, he had
only ordained two Maori deacons, Rota (Lot) Waitoa and Riwai
(Levi) Te Ahu. Bishop Williams, soon after his consecration, More
gave priest’s orders to Rota and ordained six new deacons, two Natives
of whom were advanced to the higher degree a year or two later.
Bishop Selwyn was now encouraged to go forward a little ; and

in the same years, 1860-64, he ordained five Maori deacons ; but

he did not give any of them priest’s orders within that period,

and indeed only two before he finally left the Colony. The
C.M. Intelligencer again and again argued the question, and
urged the provision of more Native clergy, so that the now
numerous congregations might be duly shepherded, and in par-
ticular that they might at least have the Holy Communion
administered once a quarter ; but this was a counsel of perfection
except in the new diocese of Waiapu.

Before the next triennial General Synod was held, the Diocese Maori
of Waiapu had further signalized itself by holding, in December, Waiapu'
1861, a Diocesan Synod conducted entirely in the Maori language. Diocese.
It was attended by three Engliskr and three Maori clergymen,
and seventeen Maori lay delegates; and several practical resolu-
tions were debated and passed, one of which is worth quoting, as
showing that a Maori Synod could take a wider view of its
responsibilities than most English Church assemblies :—

“That in the judgment of this Synod it is the duty of those who
* Life, vol. i. p. 249, Iddd., p. 250,
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enjoy the blessings of the Gospel to use their exertions to send the
Gospel to the nations who are sitting in darkness.”

Henry Venn, in the next Annual Report, enlarged with ex-
cusable pride upon this memorable Maori Synod : —

“ The missionary who, twenty-five years ago, first carried the message
of the Gospel to the Eastern division of the Northern Island has been
preserved to rejoice in its complete triumph, In the year 1840, Mr.
Williams was the solitary missionary in-the Eastern District, and he
wrote, ‘ The size of my parish is two degrees and a half. My present
condition is solitary. Here I am, holding on, not to the wreck, but on
the spoil; and by God’s assistance I will hold on till you send the
required help” In 1861 the same veteran missionary presided as Bishop
over a Synod of the Native Church, surrounded by his Native Clergy
and Laity, and with his own son in the flesh and in the Gospel, born on
the spot, as his Assessor. Such an instance of signal blessing upon the
labours of a faithful missionary can scarcely be paralleled in modern
times. The mind is carried back to primitive ages, when the Word of
God grew mightily and prevailed, and forward to the predicted latter
season when a nation shall be born in a day.”

That ““ own son in the flesh’ was destined, after thirty-three
years, to be elected third bishop of the same diocese; and three
years later he appeared in England as a member of the Lambeth
Conference of 1897.

But befére passing from the first General Synod of 1859, there
is one more matter to refer to, which is omitted both by Mr.
Tucker and by Dean Jacobs. When Bishop Belwyn was in
England in 1854, one of the subjects discussed between him and
the C.M.8. Committee was the expediency of the Society gradually
withdrawing from New Zealand, and accomplishing what at the
beginning of this chapter we have seen to be its view of the
euthanasia of a Mission. Now both the Bishop and the Com-
mittee wished for the withdrawal, and yet both deprecated it.
How was that? The Bishop wished the Society’s control with-
drawn, and its men, its money, and its lands handed over to the
Colonial Church. The Committee wished to withdraw (gradually)
the Society’s money, in order to employ it in still unevangelized
countries ; but, so long as the missionaries remained, to retain
them in C.M.S. connexion, and so long as this continued, to
retain control over the lands and their produce. Mr. Ridgeway,
in the C.M. Intelligencer, wrote article after article * dwelling on
the need of still caring for the Maori converts; in other words,
of still following up the past «“fishing * by watchful ¢ shepherd-
ing.” And this all the more ‘because of the serious declension
in the Native Christian community consequent, as before ex-
plained, upon the growth and prosperity of the colonial population.
Now at the General Synod, the Bishop proposed that the Society
be communicated with, *“ in order to ascertain whether they would
be willing to resign into the hands of the clergy and laity of [the

* See especially the numbers for December, 1854, and July, 1856,
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dioceses] their present charge of the native settlements, and upon Parr VI.
what conditions they would assist in forming a fund for the 1849-61.
permanent endowment of native parishes and schools.” * Full Chap. 38.
discussion ensued ; and ultimately the proposal was not accepted,

but a resolution was passed mem. con.—by the Synod of five
bishops, ten clergymen, and thirteen laymen, twenty-eight in all,

only six of whom were connected with the Society :—

% That since the colonization of New Zealand, there has never been a
period when the native race more urgently required the undiminished
efforts of the Church Missionary Society than at the present moment.”

A more complete, and unexpected, justification of the Com-
mittee’s policy could not be conceived.

When the second General Synod met in 1862, it was joined by
s sixth bishop. This was Bishop Patteson of Melanesia, who Bishop
had been consecrated in the previous year, and whose island Fatteson.
diocese was included in the Ecclesiastical Province of New
Zealand. Of Patteson’s noble and devoted life it is not the
province of this History to speak in detail, although every reader
of these pages honours the man and thanks God for his example.
But the difficulty of getting him. consecrated cannot be passed Problem or
over, as it illustrates so significantly the general subject of the missonse:
present chapter. Although the crganization of the Church was
now free, the Bishops themselves were still tied by their Letters
Patent ; and although, as already explained, they had received
State sanction for their consecrating W. Williams, it was quite
another thing to get leave to send a bishop into a sphere outside
the British dominions. There was, indeed, the Act of 1841
(commonly called® the Jerusalem Act), which authorized the
Queen to authorize the Archbishop of Canterbury to do this
dreadful thing; but that Act was held not to apply to the case
before us. Bishop Wilberforce, as we have seen, had failed, some
few years before, to pass a more elastic measure. Long nego-
tiations ensued between Bishop Selwyn and the Colonial Office;
and the former suggested to the Government four alternatives, How the
which are worth citing to illustrate how easy it is to devise Problem .
methods of circumventing what is supposed to be the law. They
were—(1) to give the new bishop a fragment of territory at the
north end of New Zealand, which, being within the Empire,
might be his nominal diocese, and from whence he could visit the
islands as Selwyn himself had done; (2) to issue special Letters
Patent, similar to the commissions by which authority is given to
Consuls over British subjects abroad; (3) to separate Norfolk
Island from the Diocese of Tasmania (to which it then belonged),
and make it the see of the new bishop; (4) to permit the New
Zealand bishops simply to exercise the inherent rights of their
episcopal office, and consecrate a bishop if they pleased without

* This proposal is mentioned in the Life of Bishop Selwyn, but the result is
not given.
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definite sanction from the Crown. The Colonial Secretary then
was the Duke of Newecastle, an adherent in Church matters of
Mr. Gladstone, who was also in the Ministry (it was the period of
his great budgets) ; and we can scarcely be wrong in seeing Mr.
Gladstone’s influence—and perhaps that of his friend Bishop
Wilberforce—in the Duke’s choice. He chose the fourth alterna-
tive, only-expressing a doubt whether the bishops had not better
go and do the extra-legal act on one of the islands, rather than on
British soil! Bishop Selwyn, however, was determined to make
full use of the leave given, and having been assured by the
Crown lawyers in New Zealand that the consecration, though
extra-legal, would not be illegal, he, as he said, ¢ no longer felt
any scruple, but went forward with a conscience void of offence ”;
and Patteson was consecrated at Auckland on St. Matthias’ Day,
1861. It is noteworthy that the consecration, in the same way,
of Bishop Mackenzie for Central Africa, took place at Cape Town
in the same year. ¢ Thus slowly,” says Dean Jacobs, ‘“but at
length completely, did the obstinate traditions of the Colonial
Office, the unreasonable obstacles they put in the way of
Church progress, and the imaginary difficulties they were in
the habit of raising, give way before common sense and deter-
mination.” *

It must be candidly confessed that all this was very distasteful,
not to the C.M.8S. missionaries in New Zealand—they (or most of
them) were in sympathy with it,—but to Evangelical Churchmen
in England. The Record of that day saw nothing but the cloven
foot of sacerdotalism in all these movements to shake off State
fetters. The tyranny exercised in the Middle Ages by the Church
over the State had given the pendulum a long swing the other
way; and the policy alike of Tudor, Stuart, and Hanoverian
dynasties was for the State to tyrannize over the Church. One
could wish that the universal recognition of the rights of the
Church—subject always, in England, to the Royal Supremacy,—
which obtains now among Churchmen of all schools, had been
initiated, like so many other Church improvements and develop-
ments, by large-hearted and far-seeing Evangelicals. But it was
not so. We unquestionably owe it to the High Church party
that we can all now view with satisfaction the consecration of
(say) Bishop Clifford in India, Bishop Leonard Williams in New
Zealand, and Bishop Grisdale in Rupert’s Land—to name those
who happen to have been C.M.8. missionaries,—and that Evan-
gelicals, at all events, have given enthusiastic approval to the
action of Archbishop Plunket in consecrating Bishop Cabrera.

Two more steps in what may be called the complete enfran-
chisement of the Church in New Zealand should be recorded
here, though their dates were a little later than the present section
of our History. First, in 1863, the Judicial Committee of the

* Church History of New Zealand, p. 260.
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Privy Council, on a South African ecclesiastical case,” decided
once for all the position of the Church in self-governing Colonies
such as Australia, New Zealand,t Cape Colony, and Canada, or
in Crown Colonies where disestablishment has been effected, as
now in Ceylon. The following sentence in the judgment may
be regarded as the charter of the Colonial Churches :—

“ The Church of England, in places where there is no Church esta-
blished by law, is in the same situation with any other religious body, in
no better but in no worse position ; and the members may adopt, as the
members of any other Communion may adopt, rules for enforcing disci-
pline within their body, which will be binding on those who, expressly
or by implication, have assented to them.”

“ Thus,” remarks Dean Jacobs,! ¢ was: the ancient bugbear
finally demolished.” The judgment enabled the New Zealand
Church to modify its constitution in certain respects, to which it
is needless to refer. But a second step was taken two years
later which completed the Church’s independence. In 1865, the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council gave another important
judgment,§ affirming that the Crown had no power to create
territorial dioceses, or grant to bishops ecclesiastical jurisdiction,
in Colonies possessing independent legislatures; and that there-
fore all Letters Patent which had been granted to colonial bishops
after legislative independence had been conferred on the Colonies
they worked in were null and void. Since then, no Letters
Patent have been granted ; and all that the Crown does, whenever
a colonial bishop is consecrated in England, is to give the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, being a State officer, authority to perform
the ceremony. But Bishop Selwyn and his suffragans felt them-
selves in a certain sense still morally bound by the possession of
their Letters Patent; and they therefore took the remarkable
step of petitioning the Queen for permission to surrender them.||
Apparently, no answer to this petition was received; but the
Bishops regarded themselves now as free from any possible
restrictions imposed by the discredited documents.

It should be understood that the non-established Colonial
Churches are not exempt—as of course they ought not to be
exempt, nor have wished to be exempt—from the ordinary pur-
view of the law in the same way as it takes cognizance of other
voluntary societies. An individual member of any such Church
can sue or be sued in the case of a breach of contract or trans-
gression of a bye-law, just as would be the case with a railway

* The Appeal of the Rev. W. Long v. the Bishop of Cape Town, June 24th,
1863.

t+ New Zealand was at first a Crown Colony, but received powers of local
legislation in 1852.

I Church History of New Zealand, p. 278.

§ In the case of Bishop Colenso, March 20th, 1865.

||12;1'he Petition is printed in extenso in the Life of Bishop Selwyn, vol. ii,
p. 135.
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company and its shareholders or servants or passengers; and
from the Colonial Courts an appeal lies to the Privy Council.
The Anglican Church, as the judgment of 1863 expresses it, is
¢ in no better but in no worse position ”’ than any other religious
body. For example, if a Colonial Church—as is the case in New
Zealand—has a clause in its constitution forbidding it to alter the
Prayer-book, except that it may adopt an alteration legally made
in England, then any attempt to do so could be stopped by an
appeal to the local Courts and ultimately to the Privy Council.
The Church constitutions in the Colonies generally contain both
*fundamental provisions” and  provisions not fundamental,”
with a clause (as in New Zealand) forbidding even the General
Synod to ¢ alter, revoke, add to, or diminish ™ any of the former.
Thus the liberty of the Anglican Churchin the colonial possessions
of Great Britain is not a liberty that can degenerate into license,
but a liberty strictly guarded against any tendency to break away,
in doctrine or in discipline, from the ancient Mother Church of
England. And that the various branches of the Church in all
parts of the world are so skilfully united with it as to combine
reasonable elasticity with full communion is largely due to the
vigour and resourcefulness of Bishop Selwyn.



CHAPTER XXXIX.
WEST AFRICA: THREE MISSIONS AND THREE BfSHOPS.

Sierra Leone—Growth of the Native Church-——Fourah Bay College—
Dr. Koelle’s Linguistic Work—Temne Mission—Yoruba Mission—
S. Crowther at Abeokuta—The Egba Chiefs and Queen Victoria—
Revival of the Slave Trade—Lord J. Russell, Lord Palmerston, and
H. Venn-—-Dahomey-—Sarah Forbes Bonetta—Dahomian Attack on
Abeokuta—Lagos captured by the British—H., Venn’s Plans for
promoting Lawful Commerce-—Mr. Clegg and the Cotton Trade—
S. Crowther received by the Queen and Prince Albert—Crowther
and Palmerston—Crowther’s Yoruba Translations—The Hinderers,
Van Cooten, Dr. Irving—Progress of Mission—John Baptist Dasalu
The Niger Attempt of 1854—The Niger Mission of 1857—The Three
Bishops, Vidal, Weeks, Bowen.

¢ Queens thy nursing mothers.”—Isa. xlix. 23,
“ White cloth, of green [cotton, marg.], and of blue.”—Hsth. i. 6, R. 7.
“ And he died . . . and he died . . . and he died.””—Gen. v. 5, 8, 11, &c.

9 HE Three Missions are Sierra Leone, Yoruba, Niger.
The Three Bishops are Vidal, Weeks, Bowen, who
all were consecrated, laboured, and died, within our
present period. But the latter Three are not to be
thought of as corresponding with the former Three.
All three Bishops were Bishops of Sierra Leone ; all three visited
the Yoruba Mission, which was an offshoot from Sierra Leone;
but the Niger Mission was only founded during the episcopate of
the third Bishop, and it remained beyond the limits of episcopal
journeys until, some years later, it had a Bishop for itself.

During our period, the Colony of Sierra Leone itself was pro-
gressing year by year, materially and socially; and not less
gratifying was the growth of the Native Church. Every Annual
Report tells of increasing numbers, regular church attendance,
and tokens of spiritual life. The health of the missionary staff
was better preserved than of old; several men completed long
periods of service; and for some years there were no deaths.
There were often ten or twelve ordained missionaries at work, and
nearly the same number of lay men and women. Scarcely any of
their names are familiar now, even to well-instructed readers of
missionary reports; but those were the days of Young, Warburton,
Schon, Biiltmann, Beale, Peyton, Denton, Frey, Rhodes, Ehemann,
Reichardt, Schlenker, Graf, whose respective periods of service
lasted from sixteen to twenty-seven years. Three ladies also
were enabled long to carry on schools for African girls, viz., Miss
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Hehlen, 1846-62; Mrs. Clemens, 1848-64; Miss Sass, one of
the noblest of the Society’s female missionaries, 1848-69. In
1857-8 began the equally lengthened missionary careers of Hamil-
ton, Nicholson, and Menzies, which belong more properly to a
later section of the History.

Henry Venn's Annual Reports are especially interesting on
West Africa. His heart was there in & peculiar sense; and his
statesmanship is manifest even in so seemingly simple a thing
as the selection for publication of passages from the missionaries’
letters, and, naturally, still more so in the accompanying comments.
They were meant, evidently, not merely for home consumption,
but to convey suggestions to the field. From 1850 onwards, he
regularly, and significantly, divided his report on Sierra Leone,
into three parts, viz., (1) Pastoral Work within the Colony,
(2) Educational Work in the Colony with a view to the Interior,
(3) Extension beyond the Colony. The first reminded the reader
that the pastoral work was to be gradually handed over to the
Native Church. The second continually laid stress on the fact
that the Society’s plans for higher education were not for the
Colony itself chiefly, but specifically to prepare Native evangelists
to go forward into the hinterland. The third naturally pointed
the same application.

(1) The gradual withdrawal of the Society from the pastoral
care of the Native Church was steadily aimed at in all the
measures initiated by Venn. It was with a view to this especially
that the Society persistently pressed on the Government the
necessity for a bishopric. For nearly forty years the Mission in
West Africa had been carried on ; but none of the thousands of
Negro Christians had been confirmed ; and the only three Negro
clergymen had been educated in England and ordained by the
Bishop of London. These were Samuel Crowther, George Nicol,
and Thomas Maxwell; the two latter of whom had received
deacon’s and priest’s orders in the year following the Jubilee.
The Bishopric of Sierra Leone was established in 1852. The
Bishops individually we will notice presently. Within our
present period four held the office, and short as the careers were of
the first three, their good influence upon the whole Mission, and
particularly on the Native Church, was very marked. The first
Bishop, Vidal, confirmed three thousand candidates, all of them
already communicants ; and the second Bishop, Weeks, fourteen
hundred, most of them younger people. In 1854, two Africans
were ordained by Bishop Vidal, but these were for missionary
work in the Yoruba country. In 1856-7, Bishop Weeks ordained
geven for Sierra Leone and three for Yoruba, and also a Negro
from Jamaica named Wiltshire, who had been at Islington, for
the hinterland of Sierra Leone. In 1859, Bishop Bowen ordained
two, and in 1861, Bishop Beckles three, for Sierra Leone itself.
Even before the ordinations for the Colony had begun, several of
the congregations were virtually ministered to by the men who
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were afterwards ordained, under the superintendence of the Parr VI.
missionaries. From the very commencement of the Mission, the 1849-6L
people had been taught to contribute weekly to the Church funds. Chif_’_‘?g'
The weekly offertory, which some in England were opposing as a Native
Tractarian innovation, was a matter of course in Africa. The gontribu-
church service would have been thought incomplete without an '
offering to the Lord. In 1854, the entire cost of the village
schools, including the pay of sixteen Native masters and mistresses,
and amounting to £800 a year, was thrown by the Society on the
Native Church. A School Committee was formed of some of the Native
best laymen, and it is a striking fact that most of those chosen school-
were ““ Johnson’s men,” that is, they were the fruits of the revival
at Regent in 1817-19. Some of them were elderly men with sons
engaged as catechists and schoolmasters; and at the meeting
held to inaugurate the new educational régime, they said, < If any
one had told us in Johnson's time that we would have our own
sons to teach and preach to us, we could not have believed it.”

The year 1859 was a year of sickness and death ; and this led
the Society to push forward with increased energy its plans
for Native Church organization and self-support. In 1860, Church
a provisional constitution which Venn had drafted eight years tion.
before was, with much .care and pains, completed, and approved
by the Archbishop of Canterbury; and on All Saints’ Day,
1861, nine parishes in the Colony were formally declared to
belong to the Church of Sierra Leone, each with its Native pastor
supported by Native Church funds, and responsible, no longer
to the Society, but to the Bishop and the Church Council only.
Venn rejoiced greatly over this « great and blessed consummation
of missionary labours.” The general subject of Native Church
organization will come before us hereafter. Here it is only
necessary to record the fact.

The change came at a happy time. TFirst, in the preceding
year, the African subjects of the Queen had for the first time set
their eyes on royalty. Prince Alfred (afterwards Duke of Edin- Prince
burgh) visited Freetown, and was presented with an address by visit,
twenty-three Negro gentlemen of position, the representatives of
the liberated slaves whom England had rescued from hopeless
captivity. ¢ That the people of Africa,” replied the young Prince,
“ may continue to enjoy the blessings of Christianity and freedom
is the hope of the British nation.” Secondly, a schism that might
have been sadly serious had been averted. A Roman Bishop, and
several priests and sisters, had landed in the Colony, to work—
as is so often the case—among an already Christian people; but
several had sickened and died, and the rest had left Africa.
Thirdly, and above all, Sierra Leone had joined in the Week of Week of
Prayer in January, 1860, in response to the Ludhiana invitation ; Fra¥er
from three to five a.m., every day, the people had crowded the
churches; and a general revival of spiritual life and love and zeal
had ensued. And thus hopefully the first real Native Church
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gathered out of Heathendom, in connexion with the Church of
England, started upon its new career.

(2) We go back to the Society’s educational measures. First
of all, the new liberated slaves that were still occasionally landed
at Sierra Leone by the British cruisers—for not till 1861 was the
sea-going slave-trade finally suppressed, as we shall see—con-
tinued to be taken charge of by the Society ; and for their benefit
industrial schools for boys and girls were established. Two
practical German mechanics, from the St. Chrischona Institution
near Basle,* Bockstatt and Knodler, were sent out to conduct the
boys’ schools, and did excellent service. From Germany also had
come the ladies in charge of the girls.+ But of greater importance
were the three higher educational institutions: the Female
Institution (afterwards the Annie Walsh), under Miss Sass; the
Grammar School, under Mr. Peyton, and afterwards conducted
for many years by an excellent African clergyman, the Rev.
James Quaker; and the Fourah Bay College, for which new
buildings were opened on the day of the Society’s Jubilee,
November 1st, 1848. Of this College, during the whole of our
present period, the Rev. Edward Jones, a coloured clergyman
ordained in the United States, was Principal; and sometimes
European missionaries were tutors under him. Of these, the most
remarkable was Dr. S. W. Koelle, a learned and accomplished
man from the Basle Seminary, who, after further theological
instruction at Islington, had been ordained by Bishop Blomfield.
He was a Semitic scholar, and started a Hebrew class at Fourah
Bay; and very soon African youths, the children of liberated
slaves, could be seen reading the Old Testament in the original.

Dr. Koelle was encouraged by Venn to pursue investigations
into the languages of West Africa on an extensive scale, with the
object already referred to, of preparing the way for Missions in
the Interior. He threw himself into the work with characteristic
German energy and accuracy, and produced his famous Polyglotia
Africana, a comparative vocabulary of three hundred words and
phrases in one hundred and fifty languages and dialects. This he
brought to England ; and the following entry appears in H. Venn’s
private journal, March 5th, 1853 :—

“ Went with Mr. Koelle to breakfast at Chevalier Bunsen’s. Ex-
hibited to him the wonderful results of Mr., K.’s investigation of the
languages of Africa. . .. We stayed with him till past 12, and then
went to Mr. Edwin Norris, Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society, who

. was fully prepared to appreciate Mr. K.s labours; but, as he said,
he was perfectly overwhelmed at the magnitude and importance of
them.”

This great work obtained the Volney prize annually awarded by
the French Institute to the best linguistic publication of the year.

* Not to be confused with the Basle Missionary Seminary.
4+ One of these was the Mrs, Clemens before mentioned. Amnother became
Mrs. Hamilton.



Turee Missions AnD THREE Bisaors 103

The same honour was gained in 1877 by the Hausa studies and Parr VI
translations of J. F. Schon, who was engaged upon them during 1849-61.
the period now under review. Thus the competition instituted in Chf‘P_'sg'
honour of an infidel brought reward to the work of two missionaries

of Christ. '

It was with a view to gradual advance into the interior, that a Extension

Mission had been begun, as far back as 1840, among the Temne 100
people ; Port Lokkoh, sixty miles up the Sierra Leone River,
being occupied for that purpose. C. F. Schlenker, a scholarly
German missionary, resided there ten years, and did remarkable
linguistic work. Subsequently the Jamaica Negro clergyman,
J. 8. Wiltshire, laboured among the same people at Magbele in the
Quiah country ; but in 1860 his house was attacked and plundered,
and he had to fly for his life. The Mohammedans from the
interior were found by no means bigoted. Mr. Schén had much
intercourse, at Sierra Leone itself, with traders who had come
from Timbuctoo and Bornu, and even from Tripoli and Egypt.
“ They would sit for hours talking of Ibrahim, Ishak, Yakub,
Musa, Daibid, and Isa.” * Venn’s ardent hopes, therefore, were
not unwarranted. Yet the hinterland was never really penetrated.
Again and again, good plans came to nought, for lack of men.

But the Mission on which the eyes of the C.M.S. Committee Yoruba
rested with most eager expectation was that in the Yoruba Mission:
country. Here was a real advance, a thousand miles beyond
Sierra Leone, into the districts which more than any others had
suffered from the slave-trade.

What led to this Mission we have before seen. In our Twenty-
ninth Chapter we left Henry Townsend and Samuel Crowther
entering the great Egba town, Abeokuta, on August 8rd, 1846.

Very hearty was their welcome, from the Sierra Leone Christians
already settled there, from the chief Sagbua, and from the people
generally ; and forthwith began a work which quickly attracted
to itself a large part of the prayerful sympathy and interest of the
C.M.S. circle at home. It began with one of the most touching
incidents in missionary history. Before Crowther had been three samuel
weeks in the town, he came across his mother, from whom he had Sroyther's
been torn just a quarter of a century before. For a large part of found
the time she had been in slavery, though never exported from the
country ; but she had been redeemed by her two daughters. It
was on August 21st that the meeting of mother and son occurred ;
and Crowther noticed that the text that day in the Christian
Almanack was, * Thou art the helper of the fatherless.”” Afala—
that was the mother’s name—proposed to offer a special sacrifice
to her gods in gratitude for the discovery of her long-lost son;
but on being assured that it was to the Christians’ God that she

* Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Jesus.—Mr. Schén gave interesting

Mustrations of this at the Mohammedan Conference held at the C.M. House
in 1875.
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owed this great mercy, she consented to be put under Townsend’s
instruction, to learn of Him ; and on February 6th, 1848, when
the first six new converts of Abeokuta were admitted to baptism,
Afala herself was one of them, receiving, as the mother of
““ Bamuel,” the appropriate name of Hannah. Month by month,
the work now expanded and prospered, notwithstanding frequent
severe persecution from some of the chiefs; and on August 3rd,
1849, Crowther wrote :(—

“This Mission is to-day three years old. What hath God wrought in
this short interval of conflict between light and darkness! We have
500 constant attendants on the means of grace, about 80 communicants,
and nearly 200 candidates for baptism. Others have cast their gods
away, and are not far from enlisting under the banner of Christ.”

Meanwhile, the Yoruba chiefs and people were beginning to see
the value of lawful commerce with the outer world. At the port
of Badagry, some of the Sierra Leone merchants had settled, and
they were ready to buy the palm-oil, nuts, indigo, cotton, &c.,
which the Yoruba country produced. But at Lagos, the chief
port, which is nearer and more convenient, the ruler was a slave-
trading king, and they could only obtain XEnglish ironware and
other articles from Portuguese slave-traders, who would only take
slaves in exchange. When, therefore, Townsend was leaving for
a visit to England in 1848, the chiefs took the opportunity to
send by him a letter to the Queen, with a piece of cotton cloth
made in the country, not doubting that she could interfere, and
“open the road ”’ to Lagos. The letter is worth quoting :—

“The words which Sagbua, and other chiefs of Abeokuta, send to the
Queen of England.

“ May God preserve the Queen in life for ever! Shodeke, who com-
municated with the Queen before, is no more. It will be four or five
years before another takes his office.

“We have seen your servants the missionaries, whom you have sent
to us in this country. What they have done is agreeable to us. They
have built a House of God. They have taught the people the Word of
God, and our children beside. We begin to understand them.

“There is a matter of great importance that troubles us: what must
we do that it may be removed away? We do not understand the
doings of the people of Lagos, and other people on the coast. They
are not pleased that you should deliver our country-people from slavery.
They wish that the road may be closed, that we may never have any
intercourse with yon. What shall we do that the road may be opened,
that we may navigate the River Ossa to the River Ogun? The laws
that you have in your country we wish to follow in the track of the
same—the slave-trade, that it may be abolished. We wish it to be so.
The Lagos people will not permit : they are supporting the slave-traders.
We wish for lawful traders to trade with us. We want, also, those who
will teach our children mechanical arts, agriculture, and how things are
prepared, as tobacco, rum, and sugar. If such a teacher should come to
us, do not permit it to be known, because the Lagos people, and other
people on the coast, are not pleased at the friendship you are
showing to us.
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“We thank the Queen of England for the good she has done in
delivering our people from slavery, Respecting the road, that it should
not be closed, there remains yet much to speak with each other.”

This letter and present Liord Chichester was permitted to
present in person to the Queen and Prince Albert at Osborne ;
and received the royal command to send a gracious reply, which
he accordingly did, as follows : *-—

“I have had the honour of presenting to the Queen the letter of
Sagbua and other chiefs of Abeokuta, and also their present of a piece
of cloth,

“The Queen has commanded me to convey her thanks to Sagbua
and the chiefs, and her best wishes for their true and lasting
happiness, and for the peace and prosperity of the Yoruba nation.

“The Queen hopes that arrangements may be made for affording to
the Yoruba nation the free use of the River Ossa, so as to give them
opportunities for commerce with this and other countries.

“The commerce between nations, in cxchanging the fruits of the earth,
and of each other’s industry, is blessed by God.

“ Not so the commerce in slaves, which makes poor and miserable the
nation which sells them, and brings neither wealth nor the blessing of
God to the nation who buys them, but the contrary.

“The Queen and people of England are very glad to know that
Sagbua and the chiefs think as they do upon this subject of commerce.

“ But commerce alone will not make a nation great and happy, like
England. England has become great and happy by the knowledge of
the true God and Jesus Christ.

“The Queen is therefore very glad to hear that Sagbua and the
chiefs have so kindly received the missionaries, who carry with
them the Word of God, and that so many of the people are willing
to hear it.

“In order to show how much the Queen values God’s Word, she sends
with thig, as a present to Sagbua, a copy of this work in two languages—
one the Arabic, the other the English.

“The Church Missionary Society wish all happiness, and the blessing
of eternal life, to Sagbua and all the people of Abeokuta.

“They are very thankful to the chiefs for the kindness and protection
afforded to their missionaries, and they will not cease to pray for the
spread of God's Truth, and of all other blessings, in Abeokuta and
throughout Africa, in the name and for the sake of our only Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

(Signed) “ CHICHESTER.”

With this letter were sent two handsome Bibles, English and
Arabie, for the chiefs, and a steel corn-mill from Prince Albert.
It fell to Samuel Crowther to read the letter at a great assembly
of the chiefs and people of Abeokuta, translating it sentence by
sentence ; and then, ‘ holding the Bibles in my hand,” he writes,
‘I spoke on the prosperous reigns of the kings who feared God,
David, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah.” ¢ After this,” he goes

* This letter is interesting as the origin of the popular legend that the
Queen handed a Bible herself to an African chief, saying, ‘‘ This is the secret
of England’s greatness.” The story has more than once been contradicted on
authority ; but it will be seen that it is not quite unfounded.
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on, ‘the mill was fixed; some Indian corn, having been got
ready, was put into the funnel before them, and, to their great
astonishment, came out in fine flour by merely turning the handle
of the machine.”

At this very time, the slave-trade had been reviving and
increasing. This was, in part, an unexpected result of the
new Free Trade policy inaugurated by Peel when he repealed
the Corn Laws, and applied to sugar in the same year by his
successor in the Premiership, Lord John Russell. With a view
to cheapening that important article to the consumer, the
differential duties on slave-grown sugar were abolished; and
the immediate result was an impetus to the sugar-planting of
Cuba and Brazil. This increased the demand for slaves, the
market-price for whom at once rose twenty per cent. ; naturally,
the slave-traders, incited by the hopes of larger profits, became
more active than ever in their hateful traffic; and in one year
the number of slaves shipped more than doubled. ¢ Sugar,”
piteously wrote Mr. Ridgeway in the Intelligencer, * has been
cheapened to the individual purchaser, but the cost of the
reduction has fallen upon Africa. A greater measure of sorrow
has been wrung from her, and as our sugar cheapens, her
sufferings increase.” Then another peril to Africa threatened.
For forty years British cruisers had watched the West African
coast, and, as we have before seen, had captured many slave-
ships and released thousands of slaves; but the revived activity
of the trade was seized by the opponents of so philanthropic a
policy as an excuse for moving to withdraw the squadron, on the
ground of its ineffectiveness ; which motion was backed by econo-
mists like Joseph Hume, to save expense. Mr. Ridgeway's retort
was obvious: Would an increase of crime be a good reason for
abolishing the police ? The controversy became acute in 1850;
and the Society used its utmost efforts, through its Parliamentary
friends, not only to get the motion defeated, but to obtain more
vigorous measures to put the slave-trade down. Venn’s private
journal gives vivid glimpses of his activity in the matter, and
of the Society’s deputations to Ministers :—

% Tuesday, December 4, 1849.—Foreign Office as the clock struck five.
Found Lord Waldegrave, Sir R. H. Inglis, Sir E. Buxton, Sir T. Acland,
Messrs. Hutton (African merchant), Townsend, Gollmer, Major Straith.
Waiting three-quarters of an hour. Sir R. H. Inglis obliged to leave.
Then introduced to Lord Palmerston. Lord Waldegrave briefly stated
the matter, and then referred to me. I pointed out on the map the
situation of Abeokuta, and the importance of securing the present
opening for legitimate commerce by a British Resident at Abeokuta,
an armed boat on the lagoon, or a fort at Badagry. Lord Palmerston
asked many questions, and different members of the deputation took
their part in the conversation, which lasted an hour. Lord P.seemed
inclined to send an envoy to Abeokuta, and wait for his report before
further steps are taken.”

“ Saturday, December 15, 1849.—At the Colonial Office at 3 o’clock,
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Deputation to Lord Grey, consisting of Sir R. H. Inglis, Sir E. Buxton,
Mr. Hutton, Mr. Gollmer, and myself. Sir Robert opened the business.
T was astonished at the clearness and forcibleness with which he stated
the case, going at once to the point of establishing armed forts on the
lagoon. Lord Grey entered intelligently and warmly into the business;
spoke of the effectiveness of establishing British forts, and his hope that,
if the forts we proposed could be established, the slave-trade would be
suppressed north of the Line.”

“ Tuesday, March 12,1850.—To breakfast at Sir T. D. Acland’s ; a West
African party—Lord Harrowby, Sir R. H. Inglis, Sir Edward Buxton,
Captains Denman, Pelham, Trotter, Mr. Evans. The consultation was
to'be upon the Parliamentary tactics in reference to Mr. Hutt’s motion
next Tuesday for the removal of the squadron. A request was sent to
Lord Palmerston at about 10 o’clock to see some of the party on the
subject. The answer was that his lordship was not up, upon which the
messenger was sent back to ask for a note. The answer returned was
that he would be ready to see us at 11.80, at which hour we all went ina
body to his private residence, Carlton House Terrace, except Lord
Harrowby. Lord P. received us in his dining-room as cheerfully as if
the Greek affair existed only in Herodotus.* We sat round atable. Sir
T. Acland opened the business admirably, putting a few strong points
tersely. Lord Palmerston’s answers were frank and very satisfactory ;
the maintenance of the squadron was a Government question ; it was to
be stated in the House that the measure had been successful to a great
extent, but that our experience had taught us that it might be rendered
more effectual by new arrangements, without an increase of expenditure;
that Lord P. was to write a despatch explaining the law respecting
property employed in the slave-traffic—that it might be seized and
destroyed, as well as the barracoons. Lord P. engaged to consider of a
modification of the head-money upon captured slaves, so as to make it
equally profitable to the squadron to prevent the embarkation of slaves
as to capture a full slave-ship; also to devise some means of personal
punishment of the captain and mates of captured slavers, ‘ by which,’
said Sir Robert, when he ultimately read the memorandum, ‘T mean
hanging.’ Lord Palmerston agreed with us that we should see the First
Lord of the Admiralty on the same subject before Tuesday.”

‘When the hostile proposals came on for discussion in Mareh,
Lord John Russell and Lord Palmerston stood firm; and the
former concluded one of his greatest speeches with words rarely
heard in the House of Commons. Inallusion to the tranquillity
England had enjoyed amid the revolutionary turmoil on the Con-
tinent, to the victories in the Punjab, and to the disappearance of
the cholera scourge, he said :—

“8ir, this country has been blessed with great mercies this year.
More than once we have thanked God for the dispensation of those
mercies. But if this nation were now to say that the unhallowed and
eruel traffic in man should be revived, we could no longer have a right
to expect those mercies. After all it is the high Christian and moral
character of a nation that is its main source of security and strength.”

The motion was defeated, and the danger averted. Lord
* The * Greek affair” was Palmerston’s quarrel with the Government of

Athens in the case of Don Pacifico, which led to the combined attack upon
him by Conservatives and Peelites, and his victorious defence.
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Palmerston fulfilled his promise, and sent Captain Beecroft as
Consul to Abeokuta. The Consul arrived there at the beginning
of 1851, and found Abeokuta in the midst of a new danger. The
various slave-trading chiefs and tribes were combining to destroy
a place which they perceived was a standing menace to their evil
deeds, and to drive all Englishmen out of the country. At the
head of this confederacy were Kosoko, king of Lagos, and Gezo,
the bloodthirsty tyrant reigning over the neighbouring warlike
kingdom of Dahomey. Commander Forbes, who had visited Da-
homey just before, gave a most shocking account of the barbarities
prevailing in that kingdom. There was a large army of trained
warriors, men and women, the ¢ Amazons "’ being especially famous
for their courage and cruelty ; and this army had devastated most
of the neighbouring countries. The women and children were
taken into slavery, and the men put to the sword. Abomey, the
capital, was a city of human skulls. ¢ They are stored up in
thousands, and brought forth on state occasions, the heads of
kings in large brass pans. Skulls form the heads of walking-
sticks and distaffs, ornament drums and umbrellas, surmount
standards, decorate doorways, are built into walls, crown the
ramparts of the palace, form the footstool of the king’s state
chair. The very drinking-cups which the ladies of the royal
harem carry at their girdles are polished skulls.” * Had Gezo
succeeded in destroying Abeockuta, the future Bishop Crowther’s
skull would probably have adorned the palace at Abomey.

The great Dahomian attack on Abeokuta, by an army estimated
at 15,000 warriors, took place on Monday, March 3rd, 1851. On
the previous Sunday night special prayer-meetings had been held
by the Christians ; and on the Monday morning, the men among
them joined the defending army on the low mud walls and at the
gates. A desperate struggle ensued, whichended, through the good-
ness of God, in the total defeat of the Dahomians, who ultimately
fled, leaving hundreds, of ‘“ Amazons ”’ particularly, dead upon the
field. The Fgba chiefs, Heathen as they were, ascribed the

* (.M. Intelligencer, May, 1851, p. 101. (From Commander Forbes’s Two
Missions to Dahomey.) Forbes brought home from Dahomey a Yoruba girl
nine years old, who had been carried away captive when the Dahomiang
killed her parents, and who had been given him by the king. When she
arrived in England, the Queen was interested in her, took her into
Buckingham Palace, and then handed her to the Church Missionary Society
to be educated, paying all expenses. She was sent to the Female Institution
at Sierra Leone, then brought back to England, and placed under the charge
of Mr. and Mrs. Schon at Chatham. The Queen often sent for her, and gave
her valuable presents from time to.time. When Mr. Schon’s daughter
became Mrs. Higgens (now of Ceylon) in 1858, Sarah Forbes Bonetta—her
baptismal name-—was one of the bridesmaids. She was married herself in
1862, at Brighton, to a leading Negro merchant at Lagos, Mr. J. P. L. Davies;
Henry Venn performing the ceremony. The Queen was godmother to her
first child, who was baptized at Lagos by the name of Victoria, Captain
Glover representing Her Majesty on the occasion. Mrs. Davies died in 1880.
Venn was a father to her all through her younger days, and frequently wrote
to her to Lagos after her marriage.
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victory to the God whom their Christian subjects worshipped ; and Parr VI

the result was a real impetus to the whole work of the Mission. (%849‘61-
But now the chief of Lagos, Kosoko, attacked the other port, hap. 39.

Badagry ; and though he was repulsed, Commodore Bruce, the rightingat

commander of the British squadron, acting under orders from Lagos:

England, resolved to put an end to his slave-trading and cruelties.

A force was landed from the squadron, and after a severe conflict,

in which more than a hundred English were killed and wounded,

Lagos was taken. Xosoko, who was but an usurper, was de-

throned, and the rightful king, Akitoye, reinstated. With this

restored ruler a treaty was concluded, suppressing the slave-trade

altogether, and making Lagos an open port for legitimate trade

with the Yoruba country. The Commodore and the Consul then

begged the missionaries to occupy the onee great emporium of

the slave-traffic without delay. A Native catechist, James White, Lagos

was immediately sent there; and on January 10th, 1852, he Peomesa

preached the first Christian sermon at Lagos, 1n the presence of station.

the king. Mr. Gollmer followed as soon as possible from

Badagry; and from that time Lagos has been a C.M.S. station,

though the period of its real importance, as a commercial port

not dependent on the slave-trade, did not begin yet. Akitoye

died; his son, Docemu, failed to fulfil his obligations; and the

slave-traffic continued to be carried on clandestinely.

Meanwhile, Venn's fertile and vigorous mind was running on Venn’s
the possibilities of superseding the slave-trade by legitimate com- plans to
merce, as & more permanently effective plan than merely sup- jawful
pressing it by force. An interesting memorandum describing his ’
efforts in this direction, by his son and namesake, the Rev.

Henry Venn,* appears in the Appendix to his Memoir. * You

must show the Native chiefs,” Venn used to say, «“ that it is more
profitable to use their men for cultivating the ground than to sell

them as slaves. When once the chiefs have found that lawful
commerce pays better than the slave-trade, the work of the
squadron will soon be at an end.” This, it will be remembered,

was the view of Sir Fowell Buxton, and the motive of the Niger
Expedition of 1841. The failure of that Expedition had put an

end, for the time, to the plans for planting ¢ the Gospel and the
Plough” in the hinterland of the Slave Coast; but Venn's in-
domitable spirit declined to abandon the hopes that had been
raised. He went to work, however, in a quieter way. He deter-
mined to find out for himself what were the natural products of By )
the country ; he got the missionaries to send him samples of dyes, Experi.
cotton, ginger, arrowroot, pepper, coffee, palm-oil, ivory, ebony, ment.
&c. He submitted these samples to produce-brokers and other
experts. ¢ Amongst his papers,” says his son, ¢ we found letters

from Sir W. Hooker, Director of Kew Gardens, from brokers in
London and Manchester, from timber merchants, from wholesale

* Now Vicar of Walmer.
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druggists, and many others, reporting upon various articles from
Africa.” He himself invested, as an experiment, in 400 Ib. of
arrowroot and 300 Ib. of ginger, and it was due to him that the
former article, from the West Coast, became a staple of commerce.
He formed a small but influential committee to assist him, com-
prising Lords Shaftesbury and Harrowby, Sir T. D. Acland, Sir
R. H. Inglis, Sir E. N. Buxton (son of Sir Fowell), &c. He
arranged for two or three Negroes to be trained at Kew Gardens,
and for others he provided a medical education. At the same
time, he was strongly of opinion that trade was not the work of a
missionary society, and these plans and experiments were kept
entirely distinet from C.M.S. affairs. Only a few even of the
Committee knew anything about his efforts. Moreover, “ he was
very jealous of allowing trade to occupy the time or the thoughts
of the missionaries, and carefully impressed this upon those
friends who helped him.” In his private journal (November
28th, 1852) we find him ‘ expounding to three missionaries the
principles upon which they were to encourage native industry
and lawful commerce, without involving the Mission in the charge
of trading.” :

But his most remarkable effort in this direction was in the
promotion of a trade in cotton. For this ¢“he saw that it was
absolutely necessary to interest some religious Manchester mer-
chants. He knew that one word from Manchester would do more
than two hundred letters from him.” The help thus needed came
spontaneously from a cotton-merchant, Mr. Thomas Clegg, who
heard him preach in a Manchester church, and who wrote to the
Vicar saying that <“if Mr. Venn wanted to promote Christian
civilization in Africa, he had better teach the Natives not to
waste the products of their country.” A small attempt had been
made before this. Venn sent out the first cotton-gins ever used
at Abeokuta, which were given him by Miss (now the Baroness)
Burdett Coutts. When dining at Mr. Samuel Gurney’s, he told
him he had sent out a press and machinery to the amount of
£200. “Is it paid for?" asked the generous Quaker. ¢ No,”
said Venn, “only half.”” “ Then,” rejoined Gurney, < I will give
thee the remainder, Henry Venn, on one condition, that thou
wilt apply to me for another £100 whenever thou wantest it.” *
Mr. Clegg, however, went into the business on a somewhat
larger scale; and Venn's journal gives an interesting account of
one of his visits to that good man at Manchester in 1856, and his
interviews with Mr. T. Bazley, Mr. J. Pender, and other well-
known Lancashire magnates. Then—

“We set to work upon Mr. Clegg’s ledgers, to ascertain the state of
his African trade; for hitherto he had treated Africa as though it were
a single port like the port of Liverpool, and orders from places 1300
miles apart had all been put down under the general head of ¢ Africa.
Sixty-three native correspondents had done business with him, and his

* Private Journal, December 11th, 1852.
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consignments of goods had often been made to missionaries, when he
could not make out the native names of his correspondents; and his
book-keepers regarded the petty transactions of this branch as unworthy
of their attention! We spent six hours upon these books, to dis-
entangle the accounts, and show that the Church Missionary Society
was in no way involved in commercial responsibilities. We found that
though for the first two or three years he had sunk £500 or £600, he
was now rapidly recovering it by the extent and profits of the trade.
His desire, however, was simply to benefit the Natives, and to secure no
more profit to himself than a bare commission on the transaction.” *

- Small Industrial Institutions were established by the Society
at Lagos and Abeokuta, at which instruction was given to Native
workmen ; but as the business grew, and was able, so to speak, to
walk alone, they were transferred to other parties. In 1859,
Venn wrote, ¢ There are now 200 or 300 gins at work at Abeokuta,
and five or six presses, chiefly in the hands of Natives. Cotton
is flowing to England in a stream widening every day, and
Abeokuta is rising rapidly in every branch of commerce.” The
extensive trade now carried on between England and the port of
Lagos is thus largely due to the initiation of the Honorary
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society.t

- Another important subject which engaged the attention of the
C.M.8. Committee at this time was that of polygamy, and the
question of baptizing polygamists. After much deliberation, a
valuable memorandum by Venn was adopted and published. It
took the same ground that was taken thirty years later by the
Lambeth Conference of 1888, and confirmed the previous practice
of the Yoruba missionaries, agreed to by them unanimously and
with the sanction of the Bishop of Sierra Leone; which was
“ that while the wives of a polygamist, if believed to be true con-
verts, might be received to baptism, since they were usually the
involuntary victims of the custom, no man could be admitted who
retained more than one wife.” It is printed as an appendix to
the Report for 1856-57.71

But we must go back to 1851, at which time Yoruba affairs, as we
have seen, were commanding considerable attention in England.
In that year, after the Dahomian repulse, Samuel Crowther visited
this country ; and a graphic account by him of his reception by
the Queen and Prince Albert must here be given : §—

 Windsor, November 18th, 1851.

“ At 4.80 p.m. Lord Wriothesley Russell kindly took me to the Palace

to see Prince Albert by appointment. On our arrival at the Palace the

* Private Journal, November 15th, 1856.

+ In 1865, when the condition of the West African Colonies was again
before Parliament, Venn compiled a valuable pamphlet for the use of M.P.’s
and others, entitled Notices of the British Colonies on the West Coast of Africa,
showing their growth in civilization and commercial possibilities. (London,
Dalton & Co., 1865.) :

I The curious circumstance of the High Church organs opposing the
C.M.8. action against Polygamy is mentioned at p. 14.

§ From the Memoir of H, Venn, p. 275.
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Prince was not in; the servants in waiting went about to seek him. In
about ten minutes he sent to ask us into his private room. We met
him standing by his writing-table. Lord Wriothesley made obeisance
and introduced me to the Prince. A few words of introductory remarks
led to conversation about West Africa, Abeokuta particularly. The
Prince asked whether we could find the place on any map, or there-
abouts. T then showed the large map from the Blue Book which was
opened partly on the table. About this time the Queen came in, and
the Prince, looking behind him, introduced her to Lord W. Russell, but
in so quick a way that I could not catch the sound. The Queen and he
turned towards the map to find out Abeokuta—Sierra Leone—where the
slaves are liberated ; the Queen joining him.

“ T produced the small map which Samuel [Mr. Crowther’s son] made
from the large one; the places were found better. I told them the
tradition which is in Ifé, as to its being the first place in the world where
all mankind derived their origin, as well as the new moon, the stars, the
sea, and all rivers took their rise, which amused them very much. As
Lord W. Russell doubted whether I was aware that the lady who took
so much interest in the interview was the Queen, he made use of the
words ‘ your Majesty ' once or twice that I might take particular notice,
especially as she did not come in state, but simply like any other lady.
The Prince was anxious to find other places in the large map, but the
lamp was not bright enough, so he requested the Queen to raise it, which
she did. When the Prince wanted to open the map wider it blew the
lamp out altogether ; there was a burst of laughter from the Prince, the
Queen, and Lord W. Russell. She hastened to the chimney-piece, and
got two candles lighted immediately, and advised the Prince to remove
to a larger table in the centre of the room. Lagos was the particular
object of inquiry as to its facility of trade, should the slave-trade be
abolished, which I pointed outas I did to Lord Palmerston and Sir F.
Baring. She asked what did Lord Palmerston and Sir F. Baring say ?
I told her that they expressed satisfaction at the information. The
Prince said, ¢ Lagos ought to be knocked down by all means; as long as
they had the lake, as he called it, to screen themselves, and the men-of-
war outside, it is of no use.’ I related the mischievous disposition of
Kosoko, his combination with the King of Dahomey against Abeokuta.
When the slave-trade was much crippled by the ships of war—then
came the attack of the King of Dahomey upon Abeokuta. She was
surprised to hear of the courage of the Amazons, but when she heard of
their slaughter, she was moved with sympathy. Every mention of the
King of Dahomey was heard with expressions of dishke at the cruelty
of the barbarous king. )

“In looking on the small map again they were surprised to find such
populous places still in West Africa, especially Ilorin, estimated at
70,000, The Prince asked whether the people of Abeokuta were content
at merely getting something to eat, and merely having a cloth to cover
themselves. I told him they were very industrious, and are fond of
finery, as well as inquisitive to get something new. He then said, ¢ That
is right, they can easily be improved.’

47 told them of the reception of Mr. Beecroft, the British Consul, by
Sagbua. On our visit to him the chief first seated Mr. Townsend, and
then addressed himself to the missionaries, ‘I consider you as my
children ’; but when he turned to Mr. Beecroft and embraced him, said,
‘You are my father, and that the general request of the chiefs, both
in public and in private, was, if he was in earnest to produce legitimate
trade, he should abolish the slave-trade at Lagos as soon as possible.



THrEE MI1ssions avp THREE BisHoPS 113

¢ Lord Wriothesley then introduced the subject of the persecutions at Parr VI.
Abeokuta, especially the firmness of the female Christians. The Queen 1849-61.
was highly pleased to hear of it. Lord W. Russell then mentioned my Chap. 39.
translations into the Yoruba language. He told the Queen the proverb -
about the Agiliti, which he requested me to repeat to her Majesty, that a{‘d o4 at
she might hear the sound of the language, which I did. I repeated the Efmaf,is:of
Lord's Prayer in addition, that she might hear it better. She said it persecuted
was soft and melodious, and asked with what language it was classified. Christians.
I replied, ¢ Mr. Vidal has not been able as yet to classify it with any of
the languages, on account of its peculiarity.” Lord Wriothesley men-
tioned Mr. Vidal as an extraordinary linguist. I told them that he was
very clever indeed, that even now the proofs of my translations are sent
to him to revise before they pass through the press, which quite
astonished the Queen and the Prince. Lord Wriothesley then said to
the Prince, ‘It is not the Germans alone who have the talent for
languages, but Englishmen also” The Prince did not reply much to that.

“ The Prince’s attention was again directed to the map. When we
were finding out places the Queen and Lord Wriothesley were engaged The Queen
in conversation about a certain pamphlet and the Bishop of about %‘ggr‘:;“_
five minutes. They ended with a smile, and the Queen said, ‘I hope cal views.
Mr. Vidal is not going to teach that in Africa.” As Lord Wriothesley
looked towards me, as wishing me to say something, I said, ‘I believe
Mr. Vidal is truly evangelical in his views,’ and that I believed he would
be truly a nursing father to our West African Mission.

“Lord Wriothesley informed the Queen of my having seen Sir H.

Leeke, who rescued me from slavery many years ago, which interested
her very much. She was told that Mrs. Crowther was recaptured in the
same way. The Queen then asked whether Mrs. Crowther was in
England. She inquired of Lord Wriothesley of my family, and of Sally
Forbes Bonetta, of whom I told her. They asked whether she was a
princess. I told her she was in no wayrelated to the King of Dahomey,
but may be related to some Yoruba chiefs. The Queen then withdrew
with a marked farewell gesture.

“The Prince and Lord Wriothesley took up the conversation of the Prince
squadron—its narrow escape from being withdrawn some two years ago. Albert
Lord Wriothesley said : ‘ My brother stood firm with Lord Palmerston s?;'g,‘:és
for it” The Prince said: * Yes, they helped me.” He then looked into measues
the map again, and, pointing to Lagos, asked: ‘ What is now to be 2g2inst
done ?’ T said: ‘ Nothing more than what the chiefs and people of trade.
Abeokuta have requested Mr. Beecroft to do, in order to introduce
lawful trade—remove the slave-traders from Lagos, introduce lawful
trade there, and the resources of the country up to the banks of the
Niger will be called forth.” T told him of the increase of our palm-oil
trade at Badagry since the establishment of our Mission there ; whereas,
before that timne, nothing scarcely was exported from that place. With
this our conversation concluded, the Prince withdrew, and we returned
home. Lord Wriothesley could not restrain himself from breaking out
on the way with expressions of thanksgiving to God for the success of
the proceedings of the day, and for the kind and attentive reception of
both the Queen and the Prince. Lord Wriothesley said the Queen was
not much short of half an hour with us, and we were an hour and a
quarter together with the Prince.”

Lord Palmerston also gave Crowther an interview, and entered
carefully into the political and commercial relations of Abeokuta,
Lagos, &. In the course of the conversation, Crowther chanced

VOL. II. I
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Part VI. to allude to his own experience of slavery. ¢ What!” cried
1849-61. Palmerston, who only saw before him a well-dressed clergyman
Chap.39. (with a black face, ¢ do you mean to say that you were a slave? ”
Paimer- 1t is worthy of note that a speech of Palmerston’s to his Tiverton
stonand  constituents in which strong words occurred about the slave-trade,
“What! was delivered only a few weeks after this interview. When
fvar»  Crowther was leaving Fngland, Palmerston addressed to him the

following letter :—

“ Foreign Office, December 18th, 1851.
Palmer- “81r,—I have been informed by the Church Missionary Society that
fet?trérsto you are about to return to your native country; and I am glad to have
Crowther. an opportunity, before you leave England, of thanking you again for the
important and interesting information with regard to Abeokuta and the
tribes adjoining that town, which you communicated to me when I had
the pleasure of seeing you at my house in August last.

“T request that you will assure your countrymen that Her Majesty's
Government take a lively interest in the welfare of the Egba nation,
and of the community settled at Abeokuta, which town seems destined
to be a centre from which the lights of Christianity and of civilization
may be spread over the neighbouring countries. L

“Her Majesty’s Government trust that the measures which the
British Commodore on the African station has been instructed to take
in consequence of the attack made last spring by the Chief of Dahomey
against Abeokuta, will prevent the recurrence of such an unprovoked
and barbarous expedition, and will have the effect of promoting the
security and well-being of the Egba nation.

“T am, &c.,
(Signed) “ PALMERSTON.”
Crowther nel 3 1 jg: 1oni
Srowith An incident of this period is® worth mentioning. One day,

H. Leeke. when Crowther was sitting in the C.M. House at his translational
work, a gentleman walked in. Crowther sprang to his feet,
rushed at him, and embraced him, much to the visitor’s astonish-
ment. It was Sir Henry Leeke, who had been captain of the ship
that rescued the slave-boy Adjai thirty years before ; and Crowther
had never seen him since. Sir Henry invited him to his country-
house in Kent, and in the parish church there the Negro clergy-
man preached in the presence of his deliverer on the liberty
wherewith Christ makes His people free.

This visit of Crowther to England, the first since his ordination,
was notable also on other accounts. It was on this occasion that,

Crowther gddressing a gathering of men at Cambridge, and referring to St.

2tSam  Paul’s vision of the man of Macedonia, he said,—* But it is no vision
that you see now ; it is a real man of Africa who stands before
you, and on behalf of his countrymen invites you—Come over unto
Africa, and help us.” Tt was just after that meeting that a
Cambridge graduate, R. C. Paley, offered for Abeckuta.

The visit was also important in regard to linguistic work.

Growther’s Orowther had already made preliminary translations of parts of

transla- the New Testament into the Yoruba language; and it was

tions. specially with a view to work of the kind in West Africa that Venn
had, with infinite pains and patience, obtained the concurrence of
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other missionary societies In a standard system of orthography
which he himself had assisted Professor Lepsius of Berlin to
devise. This system has never come into the general use it was
designed to attain; and upon the wilfulness of translators who
refer some private system of their own, and thus give great
additional trouble to the Bible Bociety’s printers, Dr. Cust
remarks severely.® It has, however, been very useful in the
Yoruba Mission at least. Crowther- brought home with him a
draft Yoruba Vocabulary; and with a view to preparing it for the
press, he was introduced to a Sussex clergyman whose leisure
hours had been given to linguistic study, and, among other
languages, to the Yoruba. That clergyman, O. E. Vidal, was
chosen in the following year to be the first Bishop of Sierra
Leone. Perhaps the most interesting part of Crowther’s work,
however, was his translation of the Prayer-book, as will be
gathered from a letter of his, which Venn mentions having shown
to Bishop Blomfield, to the latter’s immense satisfaction :-—

“Some translated portions have been upwards of five years in use,
and have had a fair trial among the people. The devout language and
comprehensive prayers of our excellent Liturgy are becoming those of
the people who hitherto knew no other prayers than the like recorded in
the eighteenth chapter of the first Book of Kings, ¢ O Baal, hear us,’
give us a long life, give us children, give us money, and kill all our
enemies !

“The most bigoted idolaters who attended our Church Service were
struck with the charitableness of Christianity, and remarked, on the use
of the Litany, ‘They pray, not only for themselves, and for all in
general, but specifically, and for their enemies also.’

“ My attachment to the use of the Liturgy has not in the least abated,
but, on the contrary, since I have been sifting various portions in trans-
lating them into my native tongue, I have found its beauty sparkles
brighter and brighter; scriptural in its langnage, and very well adapted
for Public Service, and I can find no substitute for my countrymen.”

The year 1852 is memorable in the history of the Yoruba
Mission for the going forth of a Christian woman whose Memoir
has made her name one of the best known and most honoured
among those of missionary heroines—Mrs. Anna Hinderer. The
Rev. David Hinderer was one of the Basle men who had been
further educated at Islington, and been ordained by the Bishop of
London. He had first gone out in 1848, being one of the party
whose farewell formed part of the Jubilee proceedings.  He was
commissioned, after a short time of preparation at Abeokuta, to
go forward into the further interior and try and reach the Moham-
medan Hausa people. This he did not succeed in doing; but on
May 20th, 1851, he was the first white man to enter the great
town of Ibadan, the name of which was afterwards to be insepar-
ably associated with his own. In the following year he visited
England, and married Anna Martin, a protégée of the Rev. Francis

* Modern Languages of Africa, vol. 1. p. 77.
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and Mrs. Cunningham of Lowestoft,* a young lady of great devo-
tion and ability, and a leader in most of the good works in the
parish. Shortly before they sailed, Mrs. Hinderer happened to see
a chronological chart of the Society’s missionaries which had been
prepared in connexion with the Jubilee. Against each name was
entered the length of service, and as she read against many West
African names such entries as < one year,” ‘‘five months,” ¢ six
weeks,” and so on, a cloud came over her face, and, turning to
her husband, she said, “ I do trust that God will give us a little
longer than that to live and work for Him: don’t you hope so? ”’
His reply is surely worth perpetuating in these pages:—

“T will tell you how itis. There was a city. It was‘large and strong,
and fenced up to heaven.” An army encompassed that city, to besiege it
and take it. For long years they fought, but still they took it not. It
was destined that they should conquer, and they knew it. But yet, long
time passed; whole ranks of the army fell; and that.city stood yet
untaken. Now this was the reason wherefore they could not prevail
against it. Round about the city was a very large trench. So deep and
wide was it, that because thereof the army could not approach near
enough to throw down the walls. Still, they would not raise the siege,
until, at last, they found that that mighty trench had been quite filled
up with the dead bodies of their fellow-soldiers, who had fallen in the
fight. Then they marched over them and they took the city.

“Now, so it is with Africa. Long time, our brethren have been
attacking the strongholds of Satan there, though as yet they have not
stormed 1t. But we, who come after, will conquer by the grace of God.
Look [and he pointed once more to the names], those are only the bodies
of our soldiers, filling up the trench. We will not fear them. We will
step over them boldly, in the name of our God, and we will take the
city, will we not?”

“Yes, dear, we will,” was the satisfied and ardent reply; and
David and Anna Hinderer went forth, to labour many years
among the people of Ibadan, and to bequeath to the Church of
God a bright example of whole-hearted missionary consecration.
But with them there sailed another young couple, whom we have
met before, Richard and Louisa Paley, and against their names
had soon to be written, to indicate the length of their missionary
careers, ‘ three months ”’ and “ four months.” Which couple was
the most highly favoured, who shall say ? Three other young men,
Wurtembergers like Hinderer, were also of the party. One died
in a year and a half, and another in two years and a half. The
third, J. A. Maser, lived to labour for more than thirty years.

Before this, indeed, the Yoruba Mission had, like Sierra
Teone, yielded its tribute to death. Another Wurtemberger,
J. C. Miiller, who had served both in Abyssinia and at Sierra
Leone, reached Badagry in January, 1848, lost his wife within a

* Mrs. Cunningham was Richenda Gurney, who, with her sisters, is so
vividly pictured in Mr. Augustus Hare's fascinating book, The Gurneys of
Earlham. Miss Martin was highly esteemed by the Gurney clan, who often
regorted to Lowestoft ; and her marriage was the occasion of a great gathering.
The Author of this History was present at the wedding breakfast.
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month of their landing, laboured most zealously at Abeokuta for Parr VI.
two years, and then followed her to the ‘ better country.” At 1849-61.
the time of the Jubilee, there was in the Islington College a young Chap. 39
Duteh surgeon, Eugene Van Cooten, of whom it was said that Eugene
rarely had such a ¢ burning and shining light " appeared among ¥2n
the students. Several owed their manifest growth in grace to

the example of his beautiful Christian character and fervent spirit.

His missionary call had originally come from a young lady in
Suffolk, whose sister he was attending medically ; and that sister,

on his appointment to the Yoruba Mission, accepted his proposal

to her to accompany him. Venn’s private journal exhibits him
instructing Van Cooten how to use his medical skill as a passport

for the Gospel in the interior of Africa. The young surgeon and

his young wife landed at Badagry in March, 1850. Within two

months she was at rest; and ten months after, his body also was

laid by her side. What his brethren thought of him, and of the
position he had already taken in the Mission, may be gathered

from the words that opened the letter announcing his death.

They were, *“ How are the mighty fallen!”

Three other medical men sent to the Yoruba Mission during Three
our period fulfilled but a short period of service. Mr. W. C. T2%¢
Hensman had been a surgeon with the Niger Expedition in 1841.

In 1851 he joined the Society, and went to Abeokuta ; and there
he died within eighteen months. Dr. H. G. Irving, M.D., R.N., Irving.
had been a naval surgeon on the West African station for nine
years ; and he and Captain Foote went to Abeokuta on a Govern-
ment mission in 1852. Of this visit he wrote a most graphic
account, the best description of the Yoruba country and people
then extant.* On his return to England he retired from the
navy, joined the C.M.S., and sailed for Lagos on Christmas Five,
1853, commissioned ‘“ to act as an adviser of the missionaries in
temporal matters, to relieve them from the various political rela-
tions in which the Mission is necessarily involved, and to give
them the benefit of his medical skill.” For a year and a half he
worked usefully at different stations, and then succumbed fto
dysentery at Lagos. Dr. A. A, Harrison, who went out towards Harrison.
the close of our present period, in 1861, was a Cambridge man of
some distinetion, being 24th Wrangler, and in the 1st class in the
Natural Science Tripos, in 1853. He laboured at Abeokuta three
years and a half, and was then invalided home, but died on the
voyage. His widow, who was a daughter of Isaac Taylor, author
of The Natural History of Enthusiasm, afterwards married the
Rev. S. D. Stubbs, and their house has been well known ever
since as a hospitable rendezvous for West Africans.

Four other missionaries of the period should be mentioned : 1. Smith,
Isaac Smith, who went to Sierra Leone in 1837, was transferred Bi?}?{;;,
to Yoruba in 1847, retired in 1855, but lived on nearly forty years J-B-Wood.

* Printed in the C.M. Intelligencer, June, August, and October, 1853.
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Pagr VI, after that, dying in 1894 at Clevedon; Adolphus C. Mann, another
1849-61. of the many Wurtembergers trained at Basle and Islington, who
Chap. 89. ywent out in 1852, laboured thirty-two years, and still survives in
Germany ; Gottlieb F. Biihler, another Wurtemberger, though
not from Basle, who was at Abeokuta from 1855 to 1865, and
trained several of the best Africans who became ordained pastors
and evangelists; and Jonathan L. Buckley Wood, whose forty
years began in 1857, so that he belongs rather to a later period.
But of all the Yoruba missionaries, the man after Venn’s own
Henry  heart was Henry Townsend. We have already seen him going
Townsend. out to Sierra Leone, and being the first to visit Abeokuta ; and
we shall meet with him again. Here let us notice an allusion to
him in Venn’s journal :—

“ Dec. 24th, 1849.—Townsend called : he exhibited a fine determined
spirit for penetrating into the interior of Africa. Mrs. T. was quite
ready to go with him. I felt I could lay no restrictions upon him, but
assured him that if he felt he was called of God to the interior he must
go, and the Lord be with him. T have seldom parted with a missionary
with the same feelings. It was as if I had parted with Paul after he
had said, ‘I am ready not only to be bound, but to die also at
Jerusalem.” ’ .

Progressof Up to the year 1860, the Yoruba Mission continued to grow
Yoruba  and prosper. There were about a thousand communicants, which
would indicate double that number baptized, and four or five
times that number of adherents. Not only were Liagos, Badagry,
Abeokuta, and Ibadan occupied, but also, for a longer or shorter
time, several other towns, Otta, Oshielle, Ijaye, Ishagga, Ogbo-
mosho, Oyo; and even the great Mohammedan city of Ilorin was
visited. DBesides the missionaries already named, several others,
young men trained by the Rev. T. Green (as mentioned in our
Thirty-seventh Chapter), went out ; and although death frequently
removed one and another, the leaders, Townsend, Gollmer, Maser,
Mann, Hinderer, were graciously preserved ; and several Native
clergymen and catechists were doing excellent work. Among the
smaller tokens of progress was the establishment at Abeokuta of
a Christian newspaper, called Iwe Irohin. Translations of the
Seriptures also went forward, the Yoruba clergyman, the Rev.

T. King, being especially useful in this direction.
One incident of the period must not be omitted. When
John_ Dahomey attacked Abeokuta in 1851, an Egba Christian, John
Baptist  Baptist Dasalu, once a slave-dealer, but then a faithful though
strangead- geverely persecuted servant of the Lord, was supposed to havz
ventures:  hoen killed ; his brother identifying as his a headless body found
among the dead. Some time after, a ransomed Egba prisoner
said he was alive, in captivity at Abomey; but all efforts to hear
of him further, or to obtain his release, failed. When Miss
Tucker’s delightful little book, Abeokuta, or Sunrise within the
Tropics, was published in 1853, his fate was still unknown ; but
his name and story became familiar in England, and * prayer was
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offered continually unto God for him.” In 1855, there arrived at
Plymouth, from Cuba, a party of fifty “emanclpados, men,
women, and children. The ‘emancipados’ were Negro slaves
in the Spanish West Indies who had, by dint of strenuous labour
through many years, worked out their freedom, under an arrange-
ment extorted from Spain by the British Government. As soon
as they were free, they set about earning enough to take them
back to Africa; and these fifty were the first to get away. Henry
Townsend, who happened to be in England, went to Plymouth
to see them, and found that they were Yorubas; and the elder of
them, who were African-born, were overjoyed to meet a man
who could speak their native tongue. DBut when he told them
his name, they recognized it at once, having heard it in Cuba
from a recently-imported slave there; and that slave was John
Baptist Dasalu, who had been carried across the Atlantic in a
Spanish ship. They knew from him what had been going on at
Abeokuta, and something, too, of the Christian religion. In due
course they sailed for Lagos; but now the Church Missionary
Society moved the Government to obtain Dasalu’s release from
the Spanish authorities. This was granted ; the British Consul
at Havana, with some difficulty, discovered him there ; he arrived
in England in August, 1856, was warmly welcomed, and sent on
to Africa; and at length, after an absence of five years and a half,
he reappeared in Abeokuta, to the astonishment and joy of the
people. For years afterwards, no story was more often told at
migsionary meetings.

In 1860, a calamitous war broke out within the Yoruba country,
particularly between the Egbas and Ibadans; and fresh attacks
on Abeokuta were made by Dahomey. These events, and the
trying period that ensued to the Mission, will come more con-
veniently in a future chapter. Meanwhile, in 1861, Lord
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slaves. He dethroned the slave-trading king of Lagos, seized the r?-,ade,

Island, and made it an integral part of the British Empire. Then,
at last, the West African sea-going Slave Trade came to an end.

The Niger Mission, too, though begun in 1857, must be left for The Niger.

further treatment in a future chapter. But it must here be
related that, after the lapse of thirteen years since the ill-fated

Expedition of 1841, a second Expedition was at last determined Second

on. No grand ﬁouush of trumpets announced it. No great yon.

meeting at Exeter Hall, with Prince Albert in the chair, inaugu-
rated it. No Prime Minister honoured it with his patronage. It
consisted of a single steamer, the Pleiad, fitted out at the expense
of that tried friend of Africa, Mr. hl&cgregor Laird, commanded by
Dr. Baikie, and accompanied by the same African Christian who
had been up with the first Expedition, and who was now the Rev.
Samuel Crowther. This Expedition was a signal success. The
Pleiad was up theriver one hundred and eighteen days, yet not one
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man died, nor was there any serious sickness. It had occurred to
Crowther that the mortality in 1841 might have been due to the
noxious vapours generated by the raw and green firewood with
which the bunkers had been loaded; and he suggested that it
should now be kept in the canoes accompanying the steamer, and
only be taken on board as it was wanted. This was done; and
he has always attributed the good health enjoyed by the party
to this cause. In other ways, he was of essential service to the
Expedition ; and on its return, Dr. Baikie wrote to him as
follows :—

“Your long and intimate acquaintance with Native tribes, and your
general knowledge of their customs, peculiarly fit you for a journey
such as we have now returned from, and I cannot but feel that your
advice was always readily granted to me, nor had I ever the smallest
reason to repent having followed it. It is nothing more than a simple
fact, that no slight portion of the success we met with in our intercourse
with the tribes is due to you.”

The geographical results of this Expedition were important.
At a point 230 miles from the mouths of the Niger, the channel
divides. To the left appears the Kworra, or Niger proper, coming
from the north-west; to the right is seen the Tshadda, or Binue,
flowing from almost due east. The Natives, fancying they can
see a difference in the colour of the two streams, call the former
“the white water” and the latter ‘ the black water.” Before
1854, only the Kworra had been explored. It was the Kworra
which Mungo Park had struck in 1797, at a point something like
2000 miles further up its mighty course. It was the Kworra on
which, only some 300 miles above the confluence, he had been
afterwards killed. It was the Kworra which the Landers had
descended. It was the Kworra which the Albert had ascended
in 1841, But the Pleiad, on reaching the confluence, turned
eastward, and explored the Binue for nearly 400 miles; and it
might have gone further but for the failure of fuel.

Very encouraging were the openings for missionary effort.
Crowther wrote to the Society, ¢“ The reception we met with all
along, from the kings-and chiefs of the countries, was beyond
expectation. I believe the time has fully come when Christianity
must be introduced on the banks of the Niger. God has provided
instruments to begin the work, in the liberated Africans of Sierra
Leone who are Natives of the Niger territories.” Yes: the wise
purpose of God in leading the Society to Sierra Leone was now
revealed. The work among the freed slaves settled in the Colony,
which had been carried on for forty years under great trials of

atience, and with heavy sacrifice of life, was now bearing noble
ruit. By a marvellous providence, the slave-trade itself had been
made the instrument of gathering representatives of a hundred
tribes and languages to a common centre, whence, redeemed from
heathenism and ignorance as well as from slavery, they could be
sent forth again to carry the Gospel to the countries whence they
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had been kidnapped. ¢ Our God had turned the curse into a
blessing.”” The flourishing Yoruba Mission was already one
example of good brought out of evil by these providential circum-
stances. The Niger Mission was now to be another.

Yet not without further delays. The problem was, how to get
up the river. Trading steamers had not yet begun the regular
visits which have now for years past made the Niger a highway
of commerce. Mr. Laird pressed the Government to send a
small steamer up yearly, as a beginning; but the Crimean War
then filled all thoughts and taxed all energies, and there was no
time to attend to Africa. Dr. Barth’s travels in the Soudan,
however, emphasized, just at this time, the importance of evan-
gelizing Hausa-land. On July 18th, 1836, after the conclusion
of peace, the C.M.S. Committee presented a memorial on the
subject to Lord Palmerston, the result of which was an agreement
between the Government and Mr. Laird to carry out his proposal ;
and when the next 18th of July came round, the Dayspring was
steaming up the river, with Samuel Crowther on board, com-
missioned by the Society to start the Niger Mission.

‘We must close this chapter with a glance at the short careers
of the three first Bishops of Sierra Leone.

The Society’s efforts to obtain a bishoprie for West Africa have
already been mentioned more than once. At length, mainly by
Venn’s exertions, an endowment was raised, and placed in the
hands of the Colonial Bishoprics Fund; and to this the Govern-
ment added an annual grant for chaplain’s duties. The clergyman
selected to be the first Bishop, Owen Emeric Vidal, was the
Sussex Rector with singular linguistic gifts whom we have already
seen helping Crowther with his Yoruba translations. Vidal had
previously learned Tamil, that he might correspond with the
Native Christians in Tinnevelly ; when the Borneo Mission was
started which was afterwards taken up by the S.P.G., he edited
for it a Malay grammar; and he was at this time studying the
East African languages in correspondence with Krapf. He was
consecrated on Whit Sunday, 1852. He began to execute his
episcopal office before leaving England, by ordaining Mr. Paley,
the Cambridge man for Abeokuta already mentioned; and on
February 20th, 1853, he held, at Sierra Leone, in the presence of
an immense and deeply-interested congregation of Negro Chris-
tians, the first ordination in West Africa—of three young German
missionaries. He himself preached the ordination sermon, from
the significant and solemn words of 2 Cor. iv. 12, ““ Death worketh
in us, but life in you.” He completely-won the hearts of the
people. When he visited a village church to preach, ¢ they did
not want to go home: they would like to remain in the church
all night.”” The importance of white men in West Africa fre-
quently taking change to England  was then beginning to be
realized ; and in 1854, Vidal brought his sick wife home, and
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spoke at the C.M.S. Anniversary. After a few months, he sailed
again, straight to Lagos, to visit the Yoruba Mission; and
although the work there was still so young, there were, at Lagos,
Abeokuta, and Ibadan, six hundred eandidates for confirmation.
He also ordained two Negroes from Sierra Leone who had joined
this Mission, Thomas King and Thomas Babington Macaulay,
who were thus the first Africans admitted to the ministry of the
Church upon their own soil. At Christmas, the Sierra Leone
people were expecting their Bishop back from Lagos. On the
26th, the ship hove in sight, but with its flag at half-mast. The
Bishop had died on board, on Christmas Fve, after a few hours’
illness.

When the news reached England, the question was, Who
would go next? Venn’s eyes turned to a-Lambeth Incumbent.
John William Weeks had been already a missionary at Sierra
Leone. He was of humble origin, being a block-maker in Corn-
wall ; and he had gone out in 1824 as a mechanic and evangelist.
For twenty years he laboured most faithfully in both capacities at
first—it was he who taught S. Crowther carpentering ; and after-
wards as a clergyman, being ordained by Bishop Blomfield during
a visit to England. He married twice, and in each case the bride
had been already twice a widow—one of the startling results of
the terrible mortality of West Africa.* The first husband of the
second Mrs. Weeks had been that Mr. Davey whose work had
been so highly valued, and whose grievous fall had so sorely
tried the Mission and the Society. When Weeks retired in
broken health in 1844, he was appointed to a new parish in the
slums of Lambeth, 8t. Thomas’s ; and it is specially interesting
to find that when he set about building a church, his old African
flock sent to England a contribution to its cost. It was with
great reluctance that he accepted the Bishopric, feeling himself
utterly unworthy of such an office; and he stipulated that he
should never be called “my lord.” DBut a truer Bishop in the
Church of God never walked this earth; and from the day of his
consecration, Ascension Day, 1855, to the day of his death,
March 24th, 1857, he was a bright example of simplicity and
devotion. His reception at Sierra Leone, from the people who
knew him so well, was overwhelming. His confirmations, and
the ordination of eight Africans on Trinity Sunday, 1856, have
been already mentioned. Like Vidal, he proceeded to visit the
Yoruba Mission; like Vidal, he was a means of blessing to the
people at Abeokuta ; like Vidal, he was taken ill on the voyage

* The record is a very significant one. 1820, Mr. and Mrs. Davey to
Africa. 1823, Mr. and Mrs. Pope (she had been a widow) to Africa. 1824,
Mr. Weeks to Africa; Pope died. 1826, Weeks married Mrs. Pope. 1829,
Mr. and Mrs. Graham to Africa. 1831, Mrs. Graham died; Davey died.
183-, Graham married Mrs. Davey. 183-, Graham died. 1839, Mrs. Weeks
(Pope) died. 1840, Weeks married Mrs. Graham (Davey). 1857, Bishop
Weeks died. 1866, Mrs. Weeks (Davey-Graham) died.
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back ; unlike Vidal, he lived to be carried on shore at Sierra
Leone, but there, a few days after, the Lord took him.

Again the urgent question presented itself, Who will be Bishop
of Sierra Leone? and again a happy choice was made, though a
very different one. John Bowen was in England, after his
Oriental journeys: why should not he go? His friends, per-
ceiving the value of his Oriental experience and knowledge of
Arabic, urged him to refuse ; but he replied,— If I served in the
Queen’s army, and refused o go to a post of danger, I should be
disgraced in the eyes of men. Were I offered a bishopric in
England, I might feel at liberty to decline it; one in Sierra
Leone I must accept.” He was consecrated on September 21st,
1857; and before sailing, he married Miss Catherine Butler,
daughter of the Dean of Peterborough and sister of the present
Master of Trinity.

Like Vidal and Weeks, God made him a channel of blessing to
Sierra Leone. Like them he visited also the Yoruba Mission,
and greatly cheered the brethren and sisters there. But unlike
them he also visited the Delta of the Niger, at a time when there
was no Mission there, though Crowther had just begun higher up
the river. TUnlike them, he returned to Sierra Leone in ap-
parently vigorous health. TUnlike them, there was no wife to
welcome him, for she had already been called away from his side.
Unlike them, he delivered an episcopal charge, the first in West
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captain of a ship, taking leave of him, noticed that his hand was
‘““as hot as fire.” My dear Bishop, come to sea with me: it is
your only chance.” ¢ Too late, thank you: if I have the fever,
all is over; meanwhile, I may as well do what I can in the way
of duty.” He arose, walked from Fourah Bay to Freetown, and
preached in the cathedral on  Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth.” It was his last sermon. On the
following Saturday, May 28th, 1859, he entered into rest, in his
forty-fourth year. Sierra Leone wept as it had scarcely ever
wept before. All the three Bishops were loved, but Bowen most
of all. He was truly a great man even from a human point of
view ; and his great qualities were sanctified by the Spirit of God
to the service of his Lord.*

Very felicitously does the author of The Finished Course, the
book that formed the basis of our fourteenth chapter, characterize
the three Bishops whose brief careers have thus been briefly
sketched : “The gentle, talented, spiritually-minded Bishop
Vidal; the holy, humble-minded Bishop Weeks; the noble-
hearted, energetic, practical Bishop Bowen.” This witnessis true.
“ Diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit "—** the same God that
worketh all in all.”

* The Memorials of John Bowen (London, 1862) is a deeply-interesting book,
though somewhat voluminous if judged by a modern standard.
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CHAPTER XL.
B AsT AFRICA : THE MISSIONARIES AND THE IMXPLORERS.

Krapf and Rebmann-—Rabai and the Wanika—The First Convert—
The Snow-capped Mountain—Krapf’s Travels—His Great Plans
—Krapf in Europe—H. Venn’s Manifesto—Krapf's Attempt and
its Failure—Further Journeys—Krapf’s Counsels—Erhardt’s Map
—<The Great ‘Slug’”—Expedition of Burton and Speke—The
Victoria Nyanza—Speke and Grant in Uganda.

“ Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself . . .
behold, I have done according to thy words . . . and I have also given thee that
which thou hast not asked.”—1 Kings iii. 11-13. :
© ¢“Thow shalt see the land before thec; but thou shalt mot go thither.)’—
Deut. xxxii. 52.

== January 2nd, 1851, Henry Venn uttered these

N words:—“ If Africa is to be penetrated by European
missionaries, it must be from the East Coast.” At
that time, although many travellers had explored
large sections of the Dark Continent from the north,
south, and west coasts, only two men had attempted to reach
the interior from the eastern side. These were two German
missionaries of the Church Missionary Society, John ILudwig
Krapf and John Rebmann. The marvellous discoveries of the
last forty years were then in the future. Even Livingstone's
more important journeys had scarcely begun. And it is a
remarkable fact that the most famous and successful travellers
since that time have -alntost all proved the truth of Mr. Venn’s
dictum by starting on their journeys from the Zanzibar coast.
Livingstone, Burton, Speke, Grant, Van der Decken, Thomson,
as well as other more recent explorers, all travelled from east to
west; and from east to west both Cameron and Stanley made
their great marches ‘“ across Africa.” What led to this notable
new departure in the direction taken by African exploration?
Confessedly, the impulse was given by the travels and researches
of Krapf and Rebmann. Now Krapf and Rebmann were before
all things missionaries. “ We came to Africa,” wrote the latter
in 1855, « without a thought or a wish of making geographical
discoveries. Our grand aim was but the spreading of the King-
dom of God.” And yet they take high rank in the long roll of
African explorers. God’s words to Solomon are indeed appli-
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cable to them— Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast
not asked for thyself [fame and honour] . . . behold, I have
done according to thy words . . . and I have also given thee

that which thou hast not asked.”

We have already seen how Krapf, expelled from Abyssinia,
made his way to the Hast Coast, and established himself at
Mombasa ; how his young wife’s grave was made by him the
solemn text of a fresh and memorable appeal to the Church to
evangelize Hquatorial Africa; and how he patiently worked on
alone two years, till John Rebmann joined him. Meanwhile he
continued at Mombasa as his headquarters, ¢ prosecuting with
great zeal,”” he says, “the study of the Swahili language, into
which by degrees I translated the whole of the New Testament,
and composed a short grammar and dictionary; continuing like-
wise my geographical and ethnographical studies, in the certain
conviction that the time would come when Eastern Africa, too,
would be drawn into TFuropean intercourse, and these intro-
ductory studies would be made available, even if for the present
no great missionary result would be attained.” That is the true
missionary spirit-—to be content to sow that others may reap, in
the undoubting assurance that a day is coming when both he
that soweth and he that reapeth shall rejoice together.

“ At last,” says Krapf, < on the 10th of June, 1846, my dear and
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The time had now come, he felt, to establish the Mission on the
mainland. The place fixed upon was Rabai Mpia (New or Little
Rabai) ; and the Wanika chiefs there, upon being applied to,
gave ready assent to the proposal. The sickness of both the
missionaries caused some delay, but at length August 25th was
fixed on as the day for their formal entry into the village. On
the morning of the day, Krapf had another severe attack of
fever, but he persisted in going. “ Whether the result be life or
death,” he said to himself, ¢ the Mission must be begun ”i; and
riding, in great pain, on an ass, he with difficulty ascended into
the hill country, by a path which, he says, even without a rider
the ass could scarcely have mounted. Rebmann, too, could only
clamber up by the most wearisome exertion. ¢ Scarcely ever,”
writes Krapf, « was a Mission begun in such weakness; but so
it was to be, that we might neither boast of our own strength,
nor our successors forget that God sanctifies even our human
infirmities to the fulfilment of His ends.”

In much bodily weakness they set about building a house in
which Europeans could safely live. This task took them two or
three months, during which time they dwelt in native huts. ¢ 1In
every interval of rest,” says Krapf, «“ I persevered with my transla-
tions, though often, during the renewed attacks of fever, the
thought would arise that even before the commencement of my
proper missionary work I might be summoned into eternity. I
prayed fervently,” he goes on, ¢ for the preservation of my life in
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Africa, until at least one soul should be saved; for I was certain
that if once a single stone were laid in any country, the Lord
would bless the work and continue the structure, by the con-
version of those now sitting in darkness and the shadow of
death.”

The Wanika were found to be very much like most tribes low
in the scale of civilization, careless and good-natured, and generally
friendly, but immoral, grossly superstitious, and emphatically ** of
the earth, earthy.” About six months after their settlement at
Rabai, Krapf and Rebmann went to Zanzibar for a few days to
recruit their health, and visited the Sultan. He told them the
‘Wanika were “bad people,” and they ought not to have gone to
live among them, but have remained at Mombasa ; to which Krapf
replied that the South Sea Islanders had been worse, but had
been completely changed by the Word of God. ¢ If that be so,”
rejoined Said-Said, ¢ it is all right: stay among the Wanika as
long as you choose, and do whatever you please.” The ‘bad
people,” however, had little consciousness of the evil of their
doings; and one day, when Krapf had been speaking of the
wickedness of hum<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>