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TO THE HOXOUR.\.BLE 

THE SECRETARY FOR ~ATIVE AFFAIRS 

TO THE NATAL GOVERNMENT, 

THEOPHILUS SIIEPSTOXE, EsQ. 

My DEAI!. FRIEXD-

Tms book contains the substance of many conversa­
tions, which I hase had with you from time to time, 
upon the subjcet of teaching tl1e truths of Christianity 

to the natives of this colony, and those of other heathen 
countries. The tcac:hing of the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles is hero applied to some questions, which daily 

arise in Missionary labours among the heathen, more 

directly than is usual "·ith those commentators, who 

have not been engaged personally in such work, but 
have ,nitten from a, -very different point of view, in the 

midst of a state of ad,·ancecl civilisation and settled 
Christianity. Hence they have usually passed by alto­

gether, or only touched very lightly upon, many points, 
which arc of great importance to Missionaries, but 
which s~emed to be of no immediate practical interest 
for themseh·es or tl1eir readers. 

The views, which I have here advanced, are the 
results of seven years of Missionary experience, as well 
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as of many years of previous close study of this Epistle. 
I had hoped that this book might have been of use 
with reference to that great work in Zululand to which, 
as it seemed lately, the Providence of God was l!lore 
directly calling you-a ,vork which promised immense 
results of blessing to the natives of this part of Africa, 
and in which it would have been my joy and pride to 
have rendered you any assistance in my power. I 
cannot but believe that the time is not far distant, 
when the singular abilities, which God has given you, 
for influencing the native mind,-to which, under the 
Divine blessing, this colony has been mainly indebted 

. for the order and peace, ·which, during so many years, 
have been maintained, within its border,-will be called 
into yet more active exercise in advancing the ciYilisa­
tion of these tribes. 

:Meanwhile, I beg you to accept this book, as a token 
of sincere esteem and friendship, and as a pledge that, 
if Goel will, I shall gladly be associated with you, at 
some future day, in carrying on such a work. 

I am, my dear Friend, 

Yours, very truly, 

J. W. NATAL. 
IlISIIOl'STOWE, June 1, 1861. 



INTRODUCTION. 

--••-

BEFOnE we c:m enter folly into the Apostle's mc:ming m 

this Epistle to the Romans, nllll sec the very gist of his 

argument, nml the line of thought he is following throngh­

ont, it is 11ecessnry that we shonhl have a clear iclea of the 

persons to whom, and the circumstances uuclcr which, it wns 

written. This, which is desirable, of course, for the elnci­

chtion of all his Epistles, is absolutely essential here. It is 

impossible that any one should unclcrstnncl bis language in 

this Epistle, c,·cn in the Greek, much less in the English 

translation, who has not rcnlisccl to himself, in some meas­

ure, the state of things at Rome, nt the time "·hen the 

Apostle wrote, who docs not keep thnt state of things in 
his mind all along, as he rends his words. 

To what class of persons, then, was this Epistle written? 

We cnll it the Epistle 'to the Romans,' that is, of course, 

to the Christi:m bclicYers then living at Rome. But who 

were these ? And how dicl there happen to be any Chris­

ti:rns at Rome nt this time? It is natural to imagine ::i. 

Christian Church at Rome, definitely formed and fully 
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developed, like those at Corinth, Antioch, or Ephesus, or, 

in later times, at Rome itsel£ Ancl, probably, most readers 
who have not bestowed much thought upon the subject, 

would take for granted that these 'Romans,' who are here 
addressed, were like the Thessalonians, Corinthians, and 

others, mostly converts, made directly from the heathen 

world, in the midst of the teeming population of the Impe­

rial City. ~Vhen St. Paul writes (Rom. i. 7) 'to all that 

be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints,' and speaks 

to them (i. 5, 6) of his having received apostleship 'for the 

obedience to the faith among all nations, among whom also 

are ye,' and tells them further on (i. 13) that he 'had often­

times purposed to come unto them, that he might have 

some fruit among them, also, as even among other Gentiles,' 

it is plain that he is not writing to Jews, but to Gentiles, 

-to men who were not merely living at Rome, as numbers 

of Jews were at this time, but who were really men of the 

'nations,' true Romans born and bred, and who had had, 

most probably, their early training in heathenism. 

But, wh!:!n we look at the Epistle itself, we are at once 

struck with the peculiarity of its style, and of its main sub­

ject-matter. The first eleven chapters would seem to be 

addressed to Jews, rather than to Christians. By far the 

greater part of the Epistle assumes in the reader a very 

familiar acquaintance with Jewish history, and Jewish 

practices, and Jewish modes of thought, such as no mere 

ordinary convert from heathenism, especially at a time 
when there were only manuscripts, and the Books of the 

Old Testament were not in every one's hands, could pos­
sibly have possessed. St. Paul passes rapidly from one 
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point to another, as if sure of carrying his reader along 

with him, without stopping for a moment to explain more 
clearly, to the Roman mind, any one of his allusions. The 
Jew's 'resting in the Law,' his 'making his boast in God,' 
his confidence in circumcision, the story of Abr::i.h::un, Isaac, 

and Jacob, in some of its minuter clctails,-the destruction 
of l_)liaraoh,-extracts from the Psalms and the Proph.ets,­

all these arc brought in, when the argument require:s it, 

without any doubt seeming to cross bis mind as to the 
possibility of his illustrations being unintelligible, and his 

reasoning failing to take effect, because of any want of 

acquaintance, on the part of those to whom he wrote, with 

the main facts of Jewish history. In fact, in some places, 
be writes directly as to Jews-be sets up a Jew to argue 

with-as in (ii. 17), ' Behold! thon art called a J cw, &c.,' 
and in (h·. I), '"\Vh:it shall we say then that Abraham, our 

father, bath found ? ' 

And yet the expressions quoted from the first chapter, 

and other passages, such as (xi. 13) 'I speak to you Gen­

tiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magni­

fy mine office,' and the general tone of the Epistle in many 

parts, forbid our supposing that be was writing merely 

or mainly to J cws. Ilow then are we to account for this 

fact, that in this particular Epistle there is so much ref­

erence to Jewish matters, more than in all his other Epis­

tles put together, unless St. Paul wrote also the Epistle 

to the Hebrews? How is it to be explained that, address­

ing himself here distinctly to ' Gentiles,' ' l\Icn of the Na­
tions,' <;;hristians of Roman birth, he yet all along assumes 

in his readers such a perfect knowledge of Jewish matters, 
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such a strong sympathy with the Jewish mind and feel­

ings? 
In order to give the answer to this question, we must 

consider what light the Scripture records throw upon the 

origin of the Roman Church. And here we shall come at 

once upon this inquiry, namely, "\Vas there, in fact, any 
Christian Church at Rome at all, at this time, distinct and 

definitely marked off from the Jewish community ? There 

would seem to have been none whatever, for the following 

1·easons: 

(I) It is certain that no apostle had as yet been at 

Rome, or taken any prominent part in founding such a 

Church, or setting in order its affairs. Hacl it been other­

wise, St. Paul must have made some reference to him in 

this Epistle. And, besides, he tells these very Romans 

(xv. 20), that he' strove so to preach the Gospel, not where 
Christ was already preached, lest he shoulcl be building on 

another man's foundation.' 

(2) Among the numerous salutations in the last chap­
ter, in which twenty-eight persons arc named, and others 

indicated, to whom, as believers at Rome, the Epistle must 

be considered to be especially addressed, there is no refer­

ence to any kind of Church government as existing among 

them, to any ruling })ower in the Christian community, to 
any presiding or officiating person, whether bishop, })resby­

ter, or deacon. It would have been so natural, in chapter 

xiii., where he enjoins obedience to the higher civil powers, 
though these were heathen, to have thrown in a irord or 
two, as to their duty also to submit themselves to those, who 
had the 'rule over them' in spiritual matters, who were 
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' set over them in the Lord '-if any such there were. It 
nrny be said, indeed, that there would appear to be some 

reference to dnly orcbincd ministers, pastors, and teachers, 

in the following words (xii. G-8), 'Having then gifts, tlif'.. 

fcring according to the grace that is given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of 

faith, or ministry, let us wait on our ministering, or he that 

tcachcth, on teaching, or he that exhorteth, on exhortation : 

he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity, he that rulcth, 

with diligence, he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.' 

And, certainly, some of these expressions might be under­

stood to refer to Christian ministers, if there were any 

other sufficient reason for supposing that there were such 

at Rome at this time,-if there were any trace of them in 

any other parts of the Epistle. Bnt it seems almost impos­

sible that St. Paul, who kne,v by name so many of the be­

lievers at Rome, should not have sainted by name among 
the rest the presbyters of the Church, if, incleec1, there 

were any to be saluted. Ifad he named only two or three 

persons in the last chapter, we might ha:rn inferred, per­
haps, that these were saluted by him as prominent in ofti­

cial position; just as in Col. iv. I 'i, he writes, 'Say to 

Archippus, Take heed to the ministry, which thou hast re­

ceived in the Lord, that' thou fulfil it.' But the very fact 

that he salutes so many, and makes no particular mention 

of any one of them having office or authority among them, 

implies that he knew of none such. Nor is it easy to see 

how any could have been appointed, if the city of Rome 

had never as yet been visited by an Apostle. It seems, 
therefore, more reasonable to explain the words quotecl 

1* 
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above, as referring to the mutual services which the 'mem­
bers of one body' should render to one another, each ac­
cording to the gift he has received, in their religious com­
munion, or common every-day intercourse, and not to the 

duties of ordained ministers. Indeed, it is most unlikely 
that, if the expression, 'he that ruleth or presideth,' is 
meant to refer to the presiding presbyter, it should be 
brnnght in at the close of the sentence, as above. 

(3) But the most decisive proof of the non-existence of 
a definite Christian community or Church at Rome at this 
time, is the account given in the last chapter of the Acts, 
of the circumstances which attended St. Paul's first visit to 
Rome. 

For this first visit of St. Paul to Rome took place sub. 

sequently to his writing the Epistle; inasmuch as in it (i. 10, 

11, 13, 15} he distinctly implies that he was 'longing' in­

deed to ' see them' at Rome, but was still a ' debtor ' to 
them, and 'bad been hindered hitherto,' having not yet 
found the answer to his request 'that by some means now at 
length he might have a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto them.' If, therefore, we find reason to 
believe that, on his thus coming among them in person, he 

found no distinct organized Church, we may conclude, a 
fortiori, that there was none at the time when he wrote 

the Epistle. 
Now, we are told in St. Luke's nan-ative (Acts xxviii. 

14}, that at Puteoli he found 'brethren.' What this ex­
pression means will depend on the view we take of the 
same language, when applied, in the following verse, to the 
believers at Rome. For 'from Rome,' we read,' when the 
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brethren heard of us, they came to meet us, whom when 
Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.' The article 
is important here-' the brethren.' W,.. e should infer from 

this expression 'that, if not the whole, yet at all events the 
great body of the belienrs at Rome came out to meet the 
Apostle. And if the number had been 1::trgc, we should 

surely have hau some plainer intimation of the fact, tlian is 

given by the simple words, 'the brethren.' And when he 

reaches Rome, we do not hear of any gatlicring of the 

Church, or of any visit made to the Apostle by the pastors 
or teachers of the Church, by any presbyter or deacon, 

The whole tenor of the narrative in .Acts xxviii. I 7-31, 

clearly implies that there was nothing of the kind. St. Paul 
calls together the chief of the Jews, not the elders of' the 

Christian Church ; he tells them that ' for the hope of Israel 

he is bound with this chain.' They answer that they had 
heard no evil about him from any quarter, which would not 

surely have been the case, if controversies such as those, 
which arose in every other Church between St. Paul and 

the 'party of the circumcision,' had broken out here. And 

yet the same difficulties must have arisen in Rome, as else­

where, between the Jewish community n.ncl the 'sect ' of 
Christians, if there hacl been at this time any distinct and 

anti-Jewish development of Christian principles in the Im­

perial City. But the 'chief of the Jews' at Rome tell St. 

Paul, that 'they desire to hear what he thinks ; for, as con­

cerning tMs sect, we know that it is everywhere spoken 

against.' 'This sect,'-here is the expression which gives 

us the clue to their present state of feeling, with regard to 

those who professed to believe in Jesus. They regarded 
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them only as 'a sect' of the Jews. And they do not seem 

to have had much personal knowledge of 'this sect' at all. 
They speak as men who hacl heard more about it than they 
bad seen-who had no proof before theii: eyes of the corrupt 
and dangerous teaching, as they would consider it, ·which 

in other places was cloing so much mischief, and caused the 

' sect ' to be so much ' spoken against.' In other words, 
they had evidently no knowledge of a Christian Church, 

existing in their yery midst, at Rome. There were, doubt­

less, believers there of a certain kind, of the nature of 
whose belief something shall be said presently. But, what­

ever they believed, they had not yet broken loose from the 
Chnrch of their fathers, they bad not yet forsaken the J e,,._ 

ish faith. They had not yet separated themselves from the 

great body of the Jews in Rome, nor formed themselves 

into any distinct community. 

Let us go on next to consider what the belief of these 

Christians at Rome was likely to be. 

There is no doubt that this Epistle ,vas written at 

Corinth, during St. Paul's second visit to that city, included 

in the expression (Acts xx. 2, 3) 'he came into Greece, ancl 

there abode three months.' On his first arrival in Corinth 

(Acts xvi.ii. 2, 3) he found there 'a certain Jew namccl 

Aqnila, lately come f'1'om, Italy, with his wife Priscilla, 

(because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart 

from Rome,) ancl came unto them, Aud because he was of 

the same craft, he abode with them and wrought; for by 

their occupation they were tentmakers.' 'And be continued 
tb~re a year and six months, teaching the word of God 

among them' (Acts xviii. 11). From the above we may 
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infer that during those eighteen months St. Paul abode still 

with Aquila and Priscilla; aucl we find that when at last 

'he sailed thence for Syria' (Acts xv iii. 18), Priscilla and 

Aquila went with him. 

X ow what is meant by the expression, 'he fonncl a 

certain Jew named Aquib' ? ,v c know that at some time 

or other, Aquila and Priscilb became eminent Christian 

believers; nml it would be hard to suppose that St. Paul 

conkl liave lfred so long, in such intimate connexion with 
them, if they were rigidly fixed in the principles of Juda­

ism. Arc we to understand, then, these words, 'a certain 

Jew,' only to refer to Aquiln.'s Jewish birth ?-as when. St. 

Paul saitl to St. Peter (Gal. ii. 14 ), 'If thon, Lcing a J cw, 

&c.,' when yet they were both Apostles of Chri:st. Bnt in 

that case, would not St. Luke have written a 'certain 

believing J cw'? The argument, of conrsc, is not conclu­

siYc. But, certainly, the expression used would incline one 

to suppose that Aquila, when St. Paul first 'found him at 

Corinth, was a J cw, indeed, still by outward act and pro­

fession, and as snch, associating freely with his J cwish 

brethren, but one with a strong tendency to Christianity, 

which St. Paul himself, by his long close intercourse with 

him, was the means under God of fostering into a down­

right, earnest, genuine, profession of the Christian faith. 

'1tr as not, in short, .Aquila a specimen of the kind of Chris­

tianity, which at that time existecl in Italy, among the 

' brethren' at Pnteoli and Rome? Were not these, in 

point of fact, either actual born Jews, as Aquila, or J cwish 

proselytes from among the Romans, who hacl received in 

some way some knowledge of the Gospel, and had gone so 
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far as to recognise in the crucified Jesus the Ch1·ist, the 
l\Iessiab, the anointed one of God, who had been so long 
promised to the J ewisb people ? "\Vere not these ' breth­
ren' men, who were sincere of heart, and pious and devout 

in life, whether Jews or Roman proselytes, believing in the 
true living God, and believing also that He had now 

visited them according to His promise, and revealed to 

them their King, but who had not yet abandoned by any 

means the hope of the Jewish nation, which every Jew 

inherited as his birthright, and into ,vhich every proselyte 

was baptized,-that infatuated notion of their_ own import­

ance, merely as children of Abraham and circumcised, 

which possessed them to the last, and made them think, 

that, amongst all their iniquities, they were the favourites 

of God, and sure of entering into His kingdom ? Hence we 

have John the Baptist's warning, 'Think not to say within 
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father.:'-To them 

' circumcision was the seal of the connant, the charm 

which protected them from God's wrath:' Jowett, who also 
quotes from Schcettgen's Hor. Hehr., Vol. 1. p. 499, a remark­

able passage, where a Jewish Rabbi, being pressed with the 

question, ' How could Israelitish heretics, apostates, and 
othenvise impious persons, after being circumcised, be sent 

to perdition ?-answers, 'God will first uncircumcise them, 

and so they will go down to hell.' 

If such a feeling possessed the hearts of the worst men 
of the nation, who reckoned that, though their places might 

be low in the 'kingdom,' yet their claim to it was certain, 

for the word of God was pledged to their great forefather, 
-and that word no wickedness of theirs could make void, 
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for, whate,er they might do, God would be faithful who 

bacl promised-how much stronger must, it have been in the 

miucl of the pious J cw. About this 'Kingdom,' doubtless, 

Nicodemus came to inquire, though the report of the 

conversation begins so abruptly in St. John's narrative, that 

we scarcely sec at first the reason for the form, which our 

Lord's first words assume in it. Nicodemus, however, as n. 

devout Jew, bacl no doubt about the ' coming of the king­

dom,' in Gocl's due time,-not that Kingdom of' righteous· 

ness, ancl pence, and joy in the Holy Ghost,' which we, as 
Christians, know to be the Kingdom of Gocl,-bnt a King­

dom of some kind, of some unkno,rn, unimaginable glory, 

over all other nations upon earth, which should one day be 

'restored to Israel.' Nicodemus also had no doubt as to 

bis own right, not merely as a true believer in God, but 

as a true born J cw, a child of Abraham, to have a share in 

it. 1Vhnt he wanted to know was, how be might best 

prepare himself for it, bow he might best attain a worthy 

place in that kingdom. And he probably asked a question 

to that effect. Our Lord throws him back at once in 
His reply to the only true ground of hope. It is as if He 

bad said, (to paraphrase with reverence the sacred words,) 

'You arc come to me very confident of your concern ln 

this Kingdom. Yon arc sure, you think, of n. place in it. 

But why arc yon sure ? What ground have you for think­

ing that yon have any place at all in it.? Do you imagine 

that, because you are born of Abraham, your claim will be 

allowed? But I tell you this will avail you for nothing. 

Your mere natural descent is no ground at all for any such 

expectation. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man 
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be born again-be born a second time, or be born from 

above, by a supcrnaturnl, spiritual birth,-be cannot so 
much as sec the Kingdom of Goel.' Nicodemus, in point 

of fact, was already thus born again, thus born from above; 

he had already received that second spiritual birth, though 

he did not know it. It was the working of God's good 
Spirit upon hia heart, that had all along been leading him 

in the way of Truth and Righteousness, and was now lead­

ing him to Christ. But he had never been accustomed to 
think of this. It was a new thing to him, though n })faster 

of Israel, to be told that such work of grace as this was 
needed for him, as it was needed for all men, if they were 

to sec the Kingdom of Goel Though an 'earthly thing,' a • 
thing common to men,-which we, Christians, now are 

more or less plainly taught to recognise from the very first, 
as the free gift of Goel, which alone can make us fit for His 

service here and His glory hereafter,-yet to Nicodemus 
it was strange and new.- He could not, at first, believe, or 

understand, what the l\laster was telling him. This, then, 
was an instance of a devout Jew, fully prepossessed with 
the infatuation of his people, and requiring to have this 

false ground of hope struck away from under bis feet at the 
very outset, if he would heartily embrace the faith of J esns. 

So too the Apostles were asking, even after the Resurrec­
tion,' Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the Kingdom 

to Israel?' And the whole tone of the Magnificat, Bene­
dictus, and N unc Dimittis, evidences the same rooted feel­
ing in the minds of pious Jews, who yet were believers in 

Christ, that His Coming was to be attended with special 
benefits to their nation at large, as 'God bad promised to 
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their forcfuthers, Abraham and his seed for ever;' it was to 
bring 'a light,' indeed, 'to lighten the Gentiles,' but so as 
'to be the glory of God's people, Israel.' "\V c have now 
learned to give to all such passages a spiritual meaning, to 

understand by 'Abraham's seecl,' the children of the faith 
of Abraham, and by ' God's people, Israel,' the body of 
true believers. But, certainly, this is not the way in which 

the first Jewish believers woulcl have interpreted such 

words. And we have abundant proof,-in the hesitation 
of St. Peter to baptize the first Gentile convert,-in the 

contention which arose in consequence of his so doing, in 

the Church at J ernsalem (Acts xi. 2),-in bis subsequent 

vacillation of conduct, for which St. Paul so severely re­

p1·ovecl him (GaL ii. 14, &c.), when 'the other Jews dissem­
ble cl with him, insomuch that Barnabas also was carried 

away by their clissirnulation,'-in the constant endeavours 

which were made by certain parties, who came clown from 

Jerusalem ( and who must, of course, have been professed 

believers themselves, or they could have had no influence 

upon the disciples to whom they came), to turn away the 
Gentile converts from the pure Gospel, as preached by St. 

Paul, back to the servile practices of J uclaism,-above all, 
in the vigorous, determined battle, which St. Paul himself 
was constantly waging with such teachers, as one impelled 

to this conflict, from a deep sense of the urgent necessity 
of the case,-in all this we have abundant proof that, for 

many yean,, during the first age of Christianity, there ex­
isted in the minds of many, who professed to believe in 
Jesus, a very strong Jewish feeling-a notion that the Jew 
had in some way a superior claim upon the gifts of God's 
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favour; and that, if the Gentiles were to be permitted to 

share them, it could only be, as it were, by taking hold of 

a man that is a Jew, and 'clinging to his skirts '-by ob­

serving the Jewish 't.aw, as the ground of their acceptance 

with God, only adding to this the recognition of Jesus 
Christ, as the 'Groat Prophet, whom God had raised up 

to them,' to be the channel, through whom the blessing, 

which the Jews had a right to claim, as children of Abra­
ham, would be bestowed upon them first, and, through 
them, upon those of the heathen world, who would first do 

honour to their law, and adopt their religion. 

And, what the Jews themselves held in this respect, 

they taught, of course, to their proselytes, 'making them 

tenfold more the children of error than themselves.' If 
one of these had incurred the contempt or ill will of his own 

countrymen, by adopting the religion of the J cw (and 
many of them hacl undergone the right of circumcision it­

self), of course, be would be eager to cl~im his share also 

in the honours of ' the Kingdom,' of which he was now 
made free. Like the Jew, his teacher, he, too, ,vould be 

'resting in the Law, and making his boast of God,' in his 
own measure; trusting, indeed, that Christ would profit 

him in some way, but only as being already a Jew, or~ 
quasi-Jew, ancl not, simply, as being a man. 

This was, in all probability, the state of mind of those 
at Rome, who professed to believe in Christ at the time 

when St. Paul wrote this Epistle. The Gospel, we may 
believe, was first carried to Rome by some of that great 

number, who were baptized by St. Peter at Jerusalem on 
the day of Pentecost. We read of there· being present on 
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that occasion, 'strangers from Rome, Jews ancl proselytes, 

-travellers, who had come to Jerusalem to keep the Fes­

tival, and perhaps, for other purposes of business or pleas­

ure, and meant to sojourn there for a short time only, and 

who consisted not only of true-born 'Jews,' but of' prose­

lytes' also, who, though of Roman birth, had embraced to 

some extent the Jewish religion, because of the pure the­

ism which it contained, an_cl bad connected themselves inti­

mately with the true-born Israelites. 1Ye have abundant 

evidence from profane writers that such Jews abonncled at 

this time at Rome, and that they bad made many prose­

lytes. Surely, among the three thousand souls, who were 

added to the Church on the day of Pentecost, it is reason­

able to believe that some were ' strangers from Rome.' 
They were baptized on that day, impressed by the facts 

which they hacl witnessed, and 'pricked to the heart' by 

St. Peter's words. These men bad, doubtless, heard at 

Jerusalem the story of Jesus of N azareth,-bow He had 

gone about doing good, and working mighty wonders of 

healing mercy among the people, and speaking mighty 
words of truth and love in their bearing. They bad heard 
the story of His Death, His Resurrection and Ascension, 

from the lips of those, who had only just before been actual 

witnesses of those events, but who had not even themselves 

realised the full meaning of them. They bad been present 

when the Spirit came with power on the day of Pentecost, 

and had beard the Apostles, Galileans as they were, men 

despised and unlearned, 'speaking with other tongues the 

wonderful works of God.' They had listened to St. Peter's 
address, and been convinced by it, that He, who had been 



20 INTRODUCTION. 

rejected of men, was yet the chosen One of God,-that He, 
who had been cast out as an unclean thing by the chief 

priests and the great body of the Jewish people, was yet, 
indeed, their l\Iessiah, the Anointed One, the promised son 

of David, tlrn seed of Abraham, 'in whom all the nations 

of the earth should be blessed.' They had never heard His 

gracious words, nor seen His form, nor been partakers in 

the guilt of those who hacl 'hid their faces from Him,' or 

who had ' taken Him by wicked hands, and crucified, and 
slain Him.' Hence, perhaps, they were the more ready to re­

ceive St. Peter's words, and to acknowledge Him, of whom 

they heard such wonders, and of whose power they had 

been themselns eye-witnesses in the occurrence of the day 

of Pentecost, as the trne King of the Jewish nation, their 

Saviour and Lord. And so they 'gladly received the 

'\Vorel, they believed, and were baptizecl' Thus they made 

J)rofession of their faith in Jesus. For a few clays, perhaps, 

they kept company with the Apostles, 'continuing in their 

doctrine, and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread, :mcl 

in prayers.' But, then, when the festival was over, they 

would return to their own homes at Rome, and take with 

them what knowledge they had gained of the Christian 

lfaith. 

But what, we must again ask, was the extent of that 

knowledge, and of their acquaintance with the principles of 

Christianity, as St. Paul afterwards unfolded them, when 
Goel Himself had ' revealed His Son in him' ? W c are so 
apt to overlook the fact that, in those early clays, the ful­
ness of the Truth was not clevelopecl, as in these days every 
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Christian child possesses it, that we are ready at once to 
connect, with their baptism and profession of Christianity, 

all that we shoulcl understand by it, if we spoke of the bap­

tism of a Christian convert from heathenism, under the 
teaching of a missionary of our own day. 'Blessed, in­

deed, arc the eyes which see the things which we see!' 

Taught as we are by the Epistles of St. Paul, ancl the writ­

ings of St. John the Divine, we know now, ancl we should 

teach our native converts to know from the very first, 
truths, which even St. Peter for a long time did not know, 

though enlightened from above on the day of Pentecost. 

l\Inch, indeed, of his Jewish prejudices ancl prepossessions 
must have been shaken on that day, but not all by :my 

means. He could stil1, in the true spirit of Jewish exclu­
siveness, seven or eight years afterwards, hesitate about 
keeping company or eating with Cornelins and his friends, 

as things • common ::mcl unclean.' And after the baptism 
of Cornelius, we arc told that the Apostles and brethren 

that were in Juclrca, when they heard his story, 'held their 

peace, and glorified Goel, saying, Then hath God also to the 

Gentiles granted repentance unto lifo.'-lt is plain that, 
up to this time, they still clung to the notion of their supe­

riority as J cws and children of Abraham. And yet Corne­

lius was no mere heathen when St. Peter went to visit him. 
He was 'a pious man, and one that feared God with all his 

houso,'-worcls which indicate a proselyte of the gate, one 

who hacl adopted the Jewish religious faith, without con­

forming to its ceremonial observances, and so becoming a 

'proselyte of righteousness.' These' strangers from Rome' 
were probably of the latter class-some of them, at all 
events, circumcised as the Jews. 
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Nor was St. Peter's conduct wholly corrected even by 
what happened in the case of Cornelius. For, though 
specially taught on this occasion the lesson, that be should 

count nothing common or unclean, :which Goel bad made 
clean, we find him, ten years afterwards, actually 'witb­

dra wing and separating himself' from the Gentile baptized 

converts, 'fearing those of the circumcision.' We cannot 

wonder, therefore, that he did not preach to the assembled 

multitudes, on the day of Pentecost, such a sermon, exactly, 

as a Christian Divine of the present day might preach. He 

spoke as a Jew to Jews, of the prophet Joel and the pa­

triarch David, and of the oath which God had sworn to 

the latter, that ' of the fruit of bis loins, according to the 
flesh, He would raise up (Christ) the Messiah to sit on his 

throne.' 'Therefore,' said he, 'let all the House of Israel 

know assuredly that Goel bath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ-both King 

and Messiah.' Such words as these, and' many other' like 

words, these ' strangers from Rome ' must have beard on 

the day of Penteeost,-many other like words, because the 
language of the Apostles, Peter and John, in the addresses 

recorded in the third chapter of the Acts, is precisely simi­

lar in character. There is not a word in them all, calculat­

ed to shake the confidence of the Jew, as a child of Abra­
ham. There is much, which might be turned to a })erverse 

purpose, for building up the fond hope and the proud ex­

pectation of the Jewish nation.· 'Moses truly said unto the 

fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your Goel raise up unto 
you, of your brethren, like unto me : Him shall ye hear in 

all things, whatsoever He shall say unto you.' Was not 
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Moses their mighty leader and lawgiver and conqueror of 
old ? How easy and natural for the heart of a pious Jew, 
yet untaught to spiritualize the prophetic promises, to sup­

pose that a fresh time of glory was at hand for God's own 
people ! ' Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto 
Abraham, In thy seed shall all the kinclreds of the earth be 

blessed.' What seed would that be but the Jewish nation 

-at least, the devout, obedient part of it? Would they 
not even now be raised from their abject state, and become 
as the stars of heaven for glory and multitude? 'Unto 

you first, God, having raised up His son, Jesus, sent Him 

to bless you, by turning away every one of you from his 

iniquities.' Yes, they would confess the iniquity of their 

priests and people in times past, and specially in the bloody 

act, with which Jerusalem was still ringing, when their 

rulers had ' denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired 

a murderer to be granted unto them, and had killed the 

Prince of Life.' Yes, they would acknowledge Him as 
Christ and King, and so await ' the times of refreshing and 
restitution of all things, which should come from the pres­

ence of the Lord' to Israel, when ' Jesus Christ, whom the 
Heaven must now receive for a season, should come again,' 

and set up amidst men His Kingdom upon earth, of which 
they, the sons of Abraham, should be, if not the exclusive 
inheritors, yet, at all events, the lords and princes. 

The confession of many, perhaps of most of the earliest 

Jewish believers, went, probably, no further than this. They 
did not acknowledge Him, for they did not know Him 
then, as the Eternal Son of God, the only-begotten of the 
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Father, the Brightness of His Glory, the express image of 
His Person. He was, indeed, in their eyes, the Son of 
God, but only in that lower sense, in which they supposed 

their l\lessiah would come as the Son of Goel It was not 

on this account merely, because our Saviour called Himself 

the Son of God, that the Pharisees were offended with 

Him; but because they fancied that He had used those 

"·ords in a higher sense than they did, and seemed to make 

Himself equal with God. They took up stones to stone 

Him, because He said, 'I and my Father are One.' And 

our Lord Himself, who did not at that time intend to reveal 

the mysteries of His Divine Nature, which men could. not 

look upon, until their eyes should be enlightened by the 

Spirit of Truth, replied in such a way as to silence their ob. 

jections, by nppealing to the language used of themselves 

in the Holy Scriptures, which surely might be used of the 

Anointed Messenger of God. 'Is it not written in your 

Law, I said, Y c arc Gods ? If he called them Gods, unto 
whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 

broken), say ye of Him whom the Father hath s:mctified, 

and sent into the world, Thou bbspbemest, because I said, 

I am the Son of God ? ' It cannot be believed for a moment 

that in these words our Lord was merely evading the point 

of their charge. Snch a course would never have been 

consistent with the character of Him, who was perfect truth 
and sincerity. They accused Him of blasphemy, because 

they thought He 'made Himself equal with God' by what 
He said. If He really clicl clo so, and did intend by His 

words to do so, it is impossible to believe that He would 
have replied to them in the way He did. And it is very 
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natural that unbelievers should lay hold of this passage, as. 
it is sometimes explained, to raise from it a charge of 
quibbling and dishonesty against Him, whose every word 

is Trnth. But there is no ground for supposing that our 

Lorcl c1ic1 intend by these words, 'I ancl my Father arc One,' 

to express that Divine Truth, which was afterwards so 

clearly cnounced by St. J olm, ' The W orcl was with God, 

and the Word was God.' He was not then speaking at all 

of His Substantial Unity with the Father, but only ~f His 
Unity of ,vm and ,v ord with Him. We see this at once, 

if we look at the context. 'My F~1ther, which gave them 

me, is greater than all, anc1 no man is able to pluck them 

out of my Father's Hand. I an(l my Father are One.' 

(John x. 20, 30.) He had just before said, 'I give unto 

my sheep Eternal Life, ancl they shall never perish, neither 

shall any man pluck them out of m,y Hand.' Why? 'Be­

cause I am only carrying out the Will and Pmpose of my 

Fnther, who is above all. They are in IIls Hand, if they 

arc in 'Jnine. Because I come from Him, therefore my 

\Vorel is His; I am commissioned and empowered to declare 
His l\Iincl and Will ; all that I say and do is in His name. 

It is one and the same thing to say that I will keep them, 
ancl to say that I-Ie will keep them. For I and my Father· 

arc One, and I do always such things, and such things only, 

as please Him, and speak snch words as I have heard from 

Him.' Our Lord seems to have intended no more than 

this by the expression, though it sounded to the Jews as if 

He were taking higher ground than any mere man might 

take. They ·wei-c offended that He conplecl Himself, a 
mere man as they rcgarclecl Him, in ono breath with the 

2 
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Majesty of God. 'He made Himself equal,' they said, 
'with God.' .And yet in truth He dicl not, and did not in­

tend to do so by these words, but only to express that His 

l\Iind was wholly one with the l\Iincl of his Eternal Father, 
wl10 had sanctified Him, and sent Him into the world. It 

does not appear that our Lord ever confessed His Divinity 

on Earth, or revealed His full N arne to His disciples, until 

that last evening, when He spoke of' the Glory, which He 

had with His Father before the world ,vas.' Otherwise all 

His expressions might be, and probably were, understood, 
even by His chosen followers, as the words of a mere man, 

a chosen Messenger of God, having something strange, no 
doubt, and mysterious about Him, but a man still like unto 
themselves, though one wholly intent upon fulfilling to the 

uttermost the work of Him who sent Him. They did not 

even receive the full meaning of those deep words, which 

He uttered in His last solemn prayer. If they had done so, 

or believed fully in Him who spoke them, is it possible that 

they should have tnrnecl away that very night in panic 
terror, when they ' all forsook Him ancl flecl ' ? It was for 
the Spirit to take afterwards of the things of Christ and 

reveal them to the Apostles, and through them to the 
world. 

Professing then such a faith as that above clescribecl, and 
making such an acknowledgment as this of Him, whom Goel 

hacl made both Lord and Christ, vrnre those three thousand 

baptizcd on the Day of Pentecost, and many others after­
wards. The narrative in the Acts, and the Epistles of St. 
Paul, sufficiently shmv that many were admittecl into the 
Church by baptism, in those early days, who were Yery de-
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ficient in that which we should now consider an intelligent 

knowledge of the Christian Faith. The best of them were 

still devout and pious J cws in heart nnd practice, though 

baptized into the name of J csns, and recognising His Divine 

l\Iission. Such, we may believe, ,\·ere those, who took back 

to Rome the first ticlings of the spreacl of the Gospel after 

the Day of Pentecost. They hacl no presbyters or deacons 

mnong them, much less a bishop in the later sense of the 

worcl; for none hacl yet been ordained in the Christian 

Church, even at Jerusalem. They were merely individual 
Jews, or Rom::m proselytes, as Jewish as their teachers­

perhaps more so, if possible, from the very sacrifices they 

hacl made to obtain their present standing. They had pro­

fessed their faith in the Crucified, as the :Messiah who v.as 

to come for the Jewish nation, and, in so doing, they had, 

of course, passed censure on the act which had condemned 

Him. But they saw no reason for forsaking their own body 

at Rome, their own modes of worship, their own rulers and 

elclers. They may, perchance, have propagated to one and an­
other the vimvs, which they themselves had adopted. They 

may possibly have baptized a few in the faith, by fay-bap­

tism of course, as there seems to have been no pastor, and 

no ordained minister of any kind, among them. But such 

teaching as this could not have gone very far, and we find, 

in foe t i no sign of any distinct G!curcli existing at R01ne, 

when the Apostle first came to it, more than tliirty years 

after tlie Day of Pentecost. 'Tlic brethren 'were stiil not 

too numerous to be able to go out and meet St. Paul upon 

the road, without attracting special notice. They were still 

not so sqxm1.tec1 from the great body of their fellow-
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countrymen at Rome, as to have excited any sinister sus­

picions in the minds of the ' chief of the Jews,' as to the 
evil tendency of the views which they had embraced. They 

were regarded still at Rome as a mere sect of the Jews, 

and, probably, themselves had as yet no distinct idea of 

the true doctrine of God's grace in the Gospel. The best 

of them were what Aquila and Priscilla might have been, 

humanly speaking, had they never met with St. Pan], or 

what Apollos might have been, had he never been taken 
in band by them, and 'taught the way of God more per­

fectly.' 
For such, probably, were Aquib and PrisciUa them­

selves, when St. Paul found them at Corinth, fresh from 

Italy, that is, from Rome, 'because Claudius had com­

manded all Jews to depart from Rome.' Knowing some­

thing alrcacly of the faith of Jesus, and probably, already 

baptizcd into that faith, though still mixing familiarly as 

J cws with their Jewish brethren (and, indeed, there was 

no Christian Church at Corinth at this time), they were 
natmally attracted to St. Paul on his arrival, and he to 
them. Taking up his abode with them, he would soon find 
how imperfect their views were of the Christian Doctrine, 

how Jewish their sentiments. But, day by day, during 

those eighteen months, he would have opportunities of set­

ting forth the truth to them. And he so "rnn their hea.rts 

to the true Spirit of the Gospel, that they went with him 
from Corinth to Ephesus, ::md there were enabled to do for 
Apol1os whnt St. Pnnl himself hnd done for them. 

l\lennwhi}e how nntural thnt, during this Jong interval, 

the state of things nt Rome should often be the subject of 
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discourse between the Apostle and bis two friends! They 
knew all about it, and could tell•him the names of all those 
in Rome, who like themselves, had adopted the Christian 
faith, however imperfect might be their knowledge of the 
truth as it is in J osus. .I-Iow, otherwise, did St. Paul come 

to know the names of so 1nany of tlie residents in Rome, a 
city which he bad never seen ? In one chapter of this 

E1)istle, writin~ to persons, to whom he appears to have 

been a perfect stranger in the flesh, he sends more saluta­

tions than in all bis other Epistles put together. l\lay it 
not be that the twenty-eight persons mentioned by name, 
ancl the others referred to in Rom. xvi., comprise really the 

whole register, as it were, the ckurclt-1·oll, of believers at 
that time in Rome? Writing to perfect strangers, ·would 

not St. Paul's innate courtesy, as well as his great tact, lead 

him to show an interest in each individual person, if pos­
sible, by sending so many salutations, winning access for bis 

words in this way to their hearts, and smoothing clown any 
little asperity of feeling, which his sharper language, in the 
course of the Epistle, might possibly have aroused ? 

Let it be observed, however, that this does not at all 
affect the general qt1estion, to what sort of pe1·sons this 

_ Epistle was written. Whether they were knmn1 to St. 

Paul beforehand or not, whether he had heard about them 
incliviclnally from Aquila and Priscilla or not, still it is cer­
tain that in this Epistle he is writing to persons, who, while 
professing Christianity, ancl living faithfully according to 
their light, are still possessed with Jewish principles and 

prejudices, and in danger of substituting, for the Gospel of 
God's grace to man, merely a new edition of Judaism. As 
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it seems, however, highly probable that be did actually get 
his information, about the state of things in Rome, from 

Aquil::t and Priscilla, and others like them, whom he met 

with abroad, I shall conform my language to this supposi­

tion. The reader, who may not feel the same strong con­
viction on this point, will see that it is immaterial, as re­

gards the interpretation of the Epistle itself. But, certainly, 

starting with this assumption, we can accou1:t most natural­

ly for the Apostle writing such an Epistle, ancl for the tone 

which he adopts throughout it. 

We may now form a better conception of the circum­

stances under which St. Paul wrote this Epistle. He had 

now arrived at Corinth for the second time. He had left 

Aqnila and Priscilla behind at Ephesus, while he himself 

went up to Jerusalem (xviii. 21, &c.), and afterwards passed 

through Galatia, Phrygia, &c., on his way back to Ephesus, 

where in the interim Aquiln. ancl Priscilla hacl been in• 
structing Apollos, and had sent him on to Corinth. Did 
he find them still at Ephesus? From 1 Cor. xvi. 19 it 

would seem that he did, and that for some part, at least, 

of the two years (Acts xix. 10), which he spent at Ephesus, 

they continued with him. 'After these things were ended, 

Paul purposed in the spirit, when he bad passed through 
l\Iaceclonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I 
have been there, I must also see Rome.' (Acts xix. 21.) 

What made him Just now think of going to Rome? "\Vas 
it that he bad lately parted with Aquila and Priscilla, and 

that they had gone back to Rome, the edict of Claudius 
being no longer in existence ? He sent Timothy and Eras-
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tus forward into l\facedonia, to announce his coming, and 
'himself stayed in Asin for a season.' Then came the up­

roar at Ephesus, about the goddess Diana; after which St. 

Paul left that city, spent some time in visiting the churches 

of JUaceclonia, 'going over those parts, and giving them 

much exhortation,' ancl then -cmne into Greece, and so, no 

doubt, though it is not nmned in the history of the Acts, to 

Corinth. He abode in Greece ' three months,' perhaps, 

chiefly at Corinth, where 'Erastus, the chamberlain of the 

city,' was with him, when he wrote to the Romans (Rom. 
xvi. 23). And accordingly, we find that, though Erastus 

was sent on from, Asin with Timothy, he c1oes not return 

into Asia with him (Acts xx. 4). 

Supposing now that Aquila and Priscilla remained at 

Ephesus with St. Paul, till the end ( or nearly) of the 'two 

years,' we shall have (allowing one or two months for the 

'season' mentioned in Acts xix. 22, and two or three for 

the time spent in Macedonia) an interval of some three or 

five months-perhaps, even eight or ten-between his 

parting ,vith Aquila and Priscilla, anc1 his being again at 

Corinth, purposing to 'see Rome.' There was time, in 
short, for them to have returned to Rome, where the 

Epistle to the Romans finds them (xvi. 3), and get comfort­

ably settled; and St. Paul might have distinctly on his 

mind the conversations he had hacl with them, the persons 

they anc1 others had named to him, and the promise, which 

he may very possibly have made to them, of coming to 

Rome in person as God gave him opportunity. It is true 

some time Lael now passed since Aquila ancl Priscilla them­
selves had left Rome originally. St. Paul had spent one 
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year ancl six months with them. Since then, as a little cal­
culation will show, probably two years and a half or three 

years must have elapsed before St. Paul is found again at 

Corinth. So then four or five years must have passecl 

since they left Rome, before St. Paul wrote his Epistle to 
the Romans. It may be asked·, ,vas there no change among 

the believers at Rome in this interval, so that those, whom 
they left there as such, were still living there and were still 

believers? But it is not necessary to suppose this. Why 
might not' strnngers from Rome,' Jews or proselytes, come 
to Ephesus during the two years he spent there, and have 

been the means of acquainting the Apostle ancl his two 

friends with any change of circumstances at Rome, up to 
the time when Priscilla and Aquila set sail for Rome, in 

advance, we may suppose, of St. Paul himself? May they 

not even have communicated again with the Apostle after 

their return to Rome, as to the actual state of things in 

that city? Though no mention is made in this Epistle of 

such a letter having reachecl him, it would be easy to ac­
count for this not being stated under the circumstances. 

Let us suppose then the Apostle at Corinth, having 

parted not long ago from his two friends, Aquila and 

Priscilla, who are now again settled at Rome, and are 
accorcling1y saluted by him first among those, to whom his 

letter is addressed. He finds Phcebe, a deaconess of the 

church at Cenchrea, one of the two ports of Corinth, about 

to sail for Rome. And he decides to write a letter by her 
to the believers at Rome, most of whom, indeed, were 

unknown to him in person, but with all of ,vhom be felt 
himself, as it were, at home, through the reports which be 
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had received from Priscilla nncl Aquila, and, perhaps, from 
others. At all events, he is sure that his letter will be wel­
comed by bis two friends. T!tey, at least, will thoroughly 

understand the meaning, and enter into· the spirit, of it. 

They had, doubtless, gone back to Rome charged by their 

own enlightened consciences, as well as, possibly, by the 

Apostle's direct injunctions-taught, certainly, by his prac­

tice, which they had so long witnessed so closely-to do their 
own utmost to break clown the J uclaism of the Romish 
believers, anc1 spread among them right notions of the free 
grace of Goel in Christ. They would find this work, of 

course, one of extreme difficulty. They must surely have 
attemptecl it, after the training they had themselves. It is 

not impossible, as has been above suggested, that, even 
since their return to Rome, they may have reported to the 
Apostle such a state of feeling existing there, as to have 

given the tone to this letter. Otherwise, St. Paul must 
have knom1 enough of the Jewish prejudices, which he 
found prevailing everywhere, and which, from some source 
or other, he had reason to believe prevailed very strongly 

among the most pious believers at Rome, to have no doubt 
as to the object at which he must mainly aim in writing, 
namely, to remove, if possible, that inveterate notion of the 

J mvs' superiority and high standing in God's favour, which 
w::ts a worm lying at the root of all their Christian profes­

sion. Indeed, the delicate manner, in which, from the very 
first, he sets himself to this work, leads strongly to the 
belief that he hacl hacl some previous intimations of the 

necessity for such a letter from Aquila and Priscilla., and a 
request that he would send it. Either by a special commu-

2* 
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nication from Rome itself, or else by their many previous 

conversations with him, they must have made him strongly 

sensible that such an effort was needed. He must have 
had some information given him about the believers at 

Rome, which led him to address them as he has clone, 

approaching them at first as strangers, with all possible 

courtesy and respect, manifestly endeavouring to avoid at 

the very outset giving them any offence, by provoking 

their Jewish prejudices, yet afterwards, for chapter after 

chapter, plunging into arguments, which could only be intel­

ligible to one of thoroughly Jewish training, whether a Jew 

by birth or a proselyte, and reasoning at times almost in a 

tone of severity ancl indignation with them. 



ST. PAUL'S 

EPISTLE TO THE ROM.ANS. 

CHAP. I. 1-7. 

(1) Paul, a bondman of J csus Christ, called to be 
an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, (2) 
(which He had promised before by His prophets in Holy 
Scriptures,) (3) concerning His Son, (who came of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, ( 4) who was de­
fined to be the Son of Goel with power, according to 
the Spirit of Holiness, in consequence of the resur­
rection from the dead,) Jesus Christ, our Lord, (5) 
through whom we received grace and apostleship, unto 
obedience of faith among all the nations, for the honour 
of His Name, (6) among whom are ye also, called ones 
of Jesus Christ; (7) to all that are in Rome, beloved 
ones of God, called to be saints, grace to you and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

NOTES. 

I. It must be borne in mind that St. Paul is here writing (i) to persons 
who were strangers to himself in person, (ii) to people of the great imperial 
city, (iii) to men, whom he believes to be imbued with very strong Jewish 
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prejudices, (iv) to men, however, whom, as living in the very centre of the 
Roman world, he is most anxious to conciliate by every fair means, and to 
win their attention to his words, before he goes on to uproot some of their 
most cherished convictions. This will account for many of the expres­
sions in this introductory passage, and for the general style of the whole 
of it. 

We may notice that it is somewhat long and formal-not like the short 
salutations to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians, to 
whom he was pouring out the fulncss of his heart, as to familiar _friends 
and loving disciples. In 2 Corinthians the address is of the same kind, 
when he finds that they had so readily attended to his reproofs in the first. 
But in 1 Corinthians and Galatians there is the same characteristic as 
here, a certain stiffness and formality, which betrays that he is writing, in 
the case of those two Epistles, to churches which made him uneasy and 
unhappy by their proceedings, and, in the case now before us, to a body of 
perfect strangers, though people of special interest and importance. 

2. v. 1. a bondman of Jesus Christ. By the use of these words at the 
very outset, he disclaims all notion of his writing to them in his own name; 
he disarms all hostility, and takes away all occasion fo1· offence, on account 
of his seeming to intrude himself upon persons unknown to him, and into 
matters with which he had no concern. 'I am but a serrnnt, or rather a 
bondman, who must do the Master's work ; and I am doing it here, as best 
I can, in writing this to you. This must be my apology to you, for the 
seeming abruptness of this act of mine, in thus undertaking to address you, 
though, most of you, perfect strangers to me in the flesh.' 

Though the word 'bondman' or 'slave' sounds harsh to English ears, 
it is desirable to retain it here and in other places, in such a translation as 
this, in which it is sought to represent as accurately as possible, in an Eng­
lish version, the Greek original. 

It is worth notice, perhaps, that he docs not use this formula, ' bond­
man or slave, &c.,' in any of his salutations to the other Churches, where 
his person was already well known, except that to the Philippians he speaks 
of himself and Timothy together as 'bondmen of Jesus Christ,' dropping 
the mention of his apostleship altogether, when addressing this flock 'dearly 
beloved and longed for,' his 'joy and crown.' So too in those addressed 
to Timothy and· Philemon. But in that to Titus he docs use the double 
formula, 'bondman of God, but apostle of Jesus Christ,' aud his salutation 
again is long and formal. \Vas he, in fact, well known in person to the 
churches in Crete? It is plain that he had visited that island, as be had 
left Titus behind. But he left him to 'ordain elders in every city,'-as he 
'had appointed him.' Docs not this very expression intimate that there 



CHAP. I. 1-7. 37 

was not the same familiar personal intimacy between St. Paul and these 
churches, as between the other churches that he had planted? He had 
not lived eighteen months or two years among them, as he had at Corinth 
and Ephesus; (Timothy was to ordain ciders, but not 'in every city'). At 
all events, we have no intimation of any protracted sojourn in Crete. And 
the strong terms he uses in speaking of the Crct:rns,-quoting the proverb 
'The Cretans ::ire alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies,' and adding fo;, 
himself, 'This witness is true,'-scems to imply no very close and intimate 
relations with them. 

3. v. 1. called to be an apostle. ' As a servant, I have an office and 
charge committed to me, being called and commissioned of God, not self­
constituted or appointed by man, to the work of the apostleship, one part 
of which I am ·now discharging towards you.' 

4. v. 1. separated unto the Gospel of God. 'This is the work, the 
one work, for which I ha,e been separated (Acts xiii. 2, Gal. i. 15) and set 
apart, to proclaim God's lJlessed message of love to the world.' 

5. v. 2. ic!tic!t He lwcl promised bcf01·e, d:c. This parenthetical pas­
sage, and the one that shortly follows, arc specially intended to touch plcas­
antiy the hearts of his J e"·ish readers. He is feeling his way into their 
confidences. But we partly lose the force of the original here in the Eng­
lish translation. The same Greek root is found in the word for Go,:pel, 
and that translated 'promised before.' Perhaps a rude notion of how it 
reads in the Greek may be gained, by remembering that the word Gospel 
means Good Spell, or good tidings, and by using the "l"l"Ord 'spell' in the old 
sense of ' declare or deliver tidings '-so translating 'separated unto the 
Gospel of God, which He had before spelled (published, intimated) in Holy 
Scriptures.' "'ishing, as has been said, to win his way softly into their con­
fidences, he tells them, as soon us possible, that he is not coming to do 
away with the teaching of the Scriptures, and to o,crthrow the grand hope 
of the Jewish nation. ,vhcre he can aYoid it, he would not give any of­
fence to his Jewish readers. He will turn their Yery prejudices into pre­
possessions in favour of the truths of Christianity. The Go~pel, he tells 
them, of which he is the preacher, is no new thing, on'.y the development 
of that which was preached of old to their fathers, only the fulfilment and 
realization of that which had been all along declared and promised to them. 

G. v. 3. who came of the seed of IJcwicl, d:c. So too the Son of God, 
of whom the Gospel testifies, came, he says, of the seed of David by his 
naturnl descent, and thus the ancient words of their own prophets were ful­
filled. 

7. v. 4. defined to be the Son of God with power. But that "·hich de­
fined, determined, distinguished, marked Him out, from all others of human 
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birth, to be the Son of God with power, ·was (not the resurrection itself, 
but) that which followed jtom the i·esurtection, the manifestation that was 
made of the glory now given to Him as the Son of God, 'exalted to the 
right hand of power,' having 'all power given to Him in heaven and earth.' 
That consequence of the resmrection was the pouring out of the Spirit 
upon all flesh-the sending forth IIis messengers unto all the ends of the 
earth-the giving power to them to preach, and to their hearers to receive 
their words-the giving 'grace and apostleship unto the obedience of faith 
among all nations.' In this ,ray was the Lord Jesus clearly 'marked out' 
to be the Son of God "lrith power, in consequence of the resunection from 
the dead. Thus St. PeteL· said, 'This Jesus bath God raised up, whereof 
we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promise of the Iloly Ghost, He bath 
shed forth this which ye J:29\Y see ancl hear ; ' and again, ' Him hath God 
exalted with his right band to be a Prince and a Saviour ...... And we are 
witnesses of these things, and so also is the Holy Ghost, wlwm God hatlt 
given to them that obey Him.' In the following passage, St. Peter speaks 
of 0111· Lord as being ' defined' or 'marked out' by the Resurrection itself, 
without referring to the consequences of it. 'Him God raised up the third 
day, and shewed Him openly, not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, Hen to us, who did eat and drink with Him after 
He rose from the dead; and He commanded us to preach unto the people, 
and to testify that it is He which was marked out of God to be the Judge of 
the quick and the dead.' And so also St. Paul: 'He bath appointed a day, 
in the which He "·ill judge the world in righteousness by that man whom 
He bas matked out, whei-cof Jle hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
He hath raised Himjl'Oin tlic dead.' Thus was He' defined to be the Son 
of God with po1Ter, according to the Spirit of Holiness, (a Hebraism for the 
Holy Spirit,) out of, in consequence of, the resurrection from the dead.' 

8. v. 5. we received grace and apostles/tip, cf:c. '1Ve (probably meant 
for I) receivedjtom Go<l the Father, through the Lord Jesus, the llead of 
the Church, by the Holy Spirit, the dispenser of all grace or faYour from 
the Father and the Son, the grace (xii. 3) which enables for the apostleship.' 

9. "· 5. unto the obedience of faith among all the nations-that so 
there may be the 'obedience of faith ' in every nation throughout the 
world-the obedience springing from a living trust in God's Love, the 
obedience of the heart to the spirit of God's Law, not the slavish obedience 
to the letter-to the honour of that Divine Kame, in whose strength alone 
such results would be obtained and such obedience rendered. 

10. v. G. called ones, bcloi•ed ones. These expressions, as well as that 
of 'saints,' that is, holy ones, consecra.tc<l, set apart for Go<l, are used here, 
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as elsewhere, to describe all Christians, as we say 'the faithful,' 'believers,' 
&c. Christians are said to be 'called, beloved, set apart for God,' though 
they may not be walking worthily of their vocation, nor of the grace or 
favour, whereby they ham been distinguished, nor of the work which God's 
Spirit has been working within them, to fit them for God's special service 
here and for His brighter glory hereafter. 

CHAP. I. 8-12. 

(8) And, first, I thank my God tluough Jesus 
Christ on behalf of you all, because your faith is being 
told of in all the world. (9) For God is my witness, 
(to whom I do religious service with my spirit in the 
Gospel of His Son), how incessantly I make mention 
of you, (10) always at my prayers making request, if 
may-be at last, some time or other, I may be conducted 
prosperously, through the will of God, to come to you. 
(11) For I long to sec you, that so I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift, to your being estab1isbed­
(12) that is, to my being comforted together among 
you, by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

KOTES. 

11. v. 8. tlii·ough Jesus Ch1·ist. All the .Apostle's communion with 
God is through bis Lord. 

12. "f'. 8. in all the world. This, of course, is hyperbolical language. 
He means that he had heard of them in various places, far away from 
Rome, at Corinth certainly, and, probably, at Ephesus, and elsewhere. 

13. v. 9. do religious se1·vicc. The English word 'serve' docs not her6 
give the full force of the original Greek, which is exclusively applied in the 
K cw Testament to the performance of religious senicc, particularly to the 
worship of God in the Temple, or even to the worship going on in heathen 
temples. St. Paul seems to imply that, though not a priest, employed to 
minister in the temple serYice, with outward forms and ceremonies, at 
stated times, he was yet employed in a religious sen·ice, -which was inward 
and spiritual, and going on at all times, 'incessantly,' as he says, in the 
secret utterances of the heart, as well as in his set times of prayer. In 
such a service, with his spirit, he was continually offering up prayers, such 
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as not himself ouly, but all Christians, the whole 'spiritual priesthood,' 
had the cluty ancl privilege of offering. 

14. v. 11. some spiritual gift; that i:,, not any extraordinary miracu­
lous gift, but such consolation and spiritual support ancl blessing, as he 
might be the means of imparting, by having personal intercourse and con­
versation with them, ancl opportunities of setting forth to them more fully 
the living truths of God's Love in the Gospel. 

15. v. 12. that is, to my being comforted togtthc1· among you. Here, 
with a clclicacy characteristic of St. Paul, ancl especially suitccl to the p1·es­
ent circumstances of his writing, lest he, a mere stranger in the flesh to 
them, shoulcl seem to he arrogating too much to himself, in speaking of 
coming to 'establish' them, he changes the form of expression, and speaks 
of the mutual blessing, which they ,rnuld receirn from one another. 

CHAP. I. 13-17. 

(13) But I do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, 
that I often purposed to come to you, and was hindered 
hitherto, that so I may have some fruit among you, as 
also among the other nations. (14) Both to Greeks 
ancl Barbarians, both to wise and simple, I am debtor. 
(15) So my part is ready to preach the Gospel to you 
which are in Rome also. (16) For I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ; for the power of Goel it is 
unto salvation to every one that believeth, both to Jew 
first and Greek. (17) For the righteousness of God is 
being revealed in it, (a righteousness) from faith unto 
faith, as it is written, 'The righteous shall live out of 
faith.' 

KOTES. 

IG. Y. 13. I often purposed ... and u·as hindei-cd. St. Paul wishes 
them to know these two facts, both that he often purposed, ancl that he 
was hinclerecl, clicl not change or drop his purpose. 

17. v. 13. that so I may ltave some jl"lcit also among you,-not 'that 
I might,' but 'that I may' have fruit among you, not at some one time, or 
at particular times, but permanently, at all tillles, as the abiding result of 
my labours. 
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IS. v. 14. G1·eeks and Bal'bal'ians. As the Jews divided the whole 
human race into two classes, Jews and Gentiles, which last word was equi,­
alcnt to foreigners, meu of the nations (Zulu, ab~ntu bezime), so the Greeks 
summed up all mankiud as either Greeks or Barbarians, including in the 
former their Roman masters in the time of the Apostle. Or, rather, the 
Romans now used these distinctions, it being their custom to send their 
sons to Athens to :finish their education by learning Greek as au accom­
plishment, and studying the Greek philosophy. Hence the expression 
'Greeks and Barbarians' is nearly equivalent to 'learned and unlearned,• 
intellectual and unintellectual, or, as 8t. Paul says, ',rise and simple.' 

19. ,. 14. I am debt01·. I am bound by my duty, as a servant and 
an apostle, to minister to all. I owe it to them all to do so. 1Iy now 
writing to you is no act of officious iutrusi,cness on my part; it is but the 
discharge in some measure of a debt which I owe to you. 

20. v. lo. Foi· I am not as/tamed of t!te Gospel of C!trist. The con­
nexion of the Apostle's thoughts seems to be this. 'Ila,ing a duty to dis­
charge, I am ready for my part to preach the Gospel at Rome also-yes, 
iu the midst of the great Imperial City-amidst the majesty of the Senate, 
the wisdom of the Schools, the glory of the Empire. Foi· I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ. E,en there at Rome also, among the high and 
mighty, the wise and prudent,-as well as in other places of commoner 
name,-it will be found, now, as always, the 'power of God unto salvation' 
to every one that bclie,eth.' 

21. v. 16. tlte powel' of God unto salvation to evei·y one tliat believeth. 
These words are the ,cry l.:ey-words of the whole Epistle. St. Paul is 
gradually, in the most wise and least offensive manner, bringing forward 
the tltl'ee points, wllieh he means to press hereafter witll all his might, 
breaking utterly down thereby the thl'ee groat Jewish prejudices. These 
points arc as follows : 

{i) that salvation is wholly of Goel, wrought by His Power, bestowed 
by His Love, of Ilis or.n free grace in the Gospel, and therefore to be 
meekly and thankfully recoi,cd as His gift, not arrogantly claimed as a 
matter of right ; 

(ii) that it is meant for Jew and Gentile alike, for all ilmt believe, with­
out any special favour or distinction; 

(iii) that it is to be received by faith alone, by 'all that bclicrc,' by 
simply taking God at llis word and trusting in Ilis Love, not to be sought 
by a round of ceremonial obscr,auces, or acts of legal obedience. 

The Apostle is referring here, but only just referring by a hint, as it 
were,-glancing at them for a moment and passing on-but so foreshadow­
ing what will be the real substance of his Epistle-to the three great pre-
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possessing errors of the Jewish mind, which, lying deep in every Jew's 
heart, though perhaps lying dormant for a time, as in the case of Nicode­
mus and St. Peter, till circumstances called them into activity, entirely pre­
vented their making progress in the real spirit of the Gospel, and, if allow­
ed to remain, would make their profession of Christiauity only differ by a 
shade from that of the most exclusive Judaism, aud effectually shut out 
the great body of the heathen population of the City from any connexion 
with it. 

These three errors have been already touched upon. . But, as it is im­
portant, in order to get a clear insight into the Apostle's argument, that 
they should be distinctly noted, it may be well to restate them, and the 
corrections which the Apo:;tlc applies to them. 

(._i) The Jew said, 'I am a favoured creature-a child of Abraham, and 
therefore a child of God, and an heir of His Kingdom, whatever my life 
may be. What have I to do with a message of salrntion? Perhaps, for 
the heathen it may be needed. But foe Kingdom of God is mine, by vir­
tue of the promise made to my great forefather. I ha,e a right to enter 
it. I claim it as mine.' 

This error St. Paul must correct by showing that he had no such right, 
that he, the Jew, needed the free gift of Righteousness, as well as all others 
of the human race-that be too was 'concluded under sin' like others, 
and had no claim "·hatc,·cr, because of God's promises to Abraham, to en­
ter the Kingdom as a matter of right. Ilc had, in fact, wholly mistaken 
the nature of those promises. They were ne,er meant to gi,·c such immu­
nities and privileges to the mere natural descendants of Abraham. The 
Jew must be made to feel his need, as well as every other human being, 
of a Gospel, a glad lifc-gi,ing message, which should be the 'Power of God 
unto Salvation' to himself as well as to others. 

(ii) Ilut the J cw might say, 'Suppose that I admit this, yet, at all events, 
the :Messiah is to come specially for us. He is to be the carrying out and 
realization of those promises to our forefathers, which made us the fa,ourcd 
people above others. You do not surely mean to say that we, Jews, the 
children of Abraham, the chosen family of God, are to be put on an equality 
with the common Gentile in this respect?' 

'Y cs ! ' St. Paul would say, 'you are to be put on a perfect equality 
with the meanest Gentile. You will stand no better than they in this re­
spect-not a whit more safe from God's wrath-not a whit more sure of 
entering the Kingdom. No difference whatever will be made between Jew 
and Gentile, in the day when God shall judge the secret thoughts and do­
ings of men. Ko special favour will be shewn to you as a Jew, to screen 
you from the just consequences of your doings. A righteous judgment 
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will be dealt out to all-a judgment tempered with mercy-by Ilim, ,vho 
knows the hearts and lives of all. Only from those who, like you, ha,e 
received more than others, will the more be required. You must realize, 
in short, what is meant when it is said that the Gospel is the 'Po,Yer of 
God unto Salrntion unto erery one that believeth,' Jew and Gentile alike. 

(iii) Still, ho,Yc1·cr, the Jew might pcrsevc1'C and my: 'But smcly our 
Law is not to be clone away with. At all OYcnts, tl:c Gentiles, if they are 
to partake of the Gospel, and even to be admitted to share on equal terms 
with us, must conform to our religion, and practise those observances, 
which ham come down to us through fifteen hundred years 011 the authority 
of Moses, with the Dhine Seal upon them. They must submit to be cir­
cumcised, as we are; they must recognise our Priesthood and Temple ·w or­
ship, and practise our solemn rites and ceremonies.' 

'No!' says the Apostle again, 'Faith, simple faith, a true, liYing, child­
like faith and trust, that worketh by love, this is all that God seeks of aU­
no circumcision-no Jewish practices or peculiarities. The formal observ­
ances, cnjoi11ed in the Law of Moses, were intended for a season only, till 
He should come, to whom the Law was pointing all along. These are all 
now clone away in Christ Jesus. 'The Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to e,ery oac that believetl1.' 

"r c shall have occasion to refer again to these three points. For the 
present, as has been said, the Apostle does but just hint at them, and pass 
on, intending presently to return deliberately, and unfold the full meaning 
of his words. Ile wishes to break the matter deliberately, as it were, to 
his readers-not to alarm their prejudices, before he has got his hold fairly 
upon them, and fixed their attention upon the subject he has in hand. K ev­
ertheless, in point of fact, his words in this eingle Yerse (v. 16) do contain 
a distinct contradiction to these three extravagant assumptions, on which 
the opposition of the Jewish mind to the Gospel was based. ,ve may take, 
in short, this verse as the motto so to speak, to be set at the l1ea<l of the 
Epistle, announcing the thesis which he intends to maintain in it; though, 
as we shall presently see, he sums up the essence of the Gospel in a yet 
shorter formula, 'From faith to faith.' 

22. v. 16. to the Jew first, ancl also to the Greek. Just before, when 
thinking of Imperial Rome and its grandeur, and of the high spirit, which, 
perhaps, he might find in some of those to whom he is writing, as citizens 
of the world's metropolis, he speaks of ' Greeks and Darb,tri:ms '-he uses 
the Roman phrase for summing up all mankind. Now that he is coming 
to the religions question, well knowing that any beliernrs in Christianity, 
whom he might find at Rome, either would be Jews by birth, or, if heathen 
by birth, would yet be thoroughly imbued by education, as proselytes, with 
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Jewish notions, St. Paul uses the Jewish formula, and speaks of Jew and 
Greek, the last being another word for Gentile, because Greek was the com­
mon language in those days, spoken by all the nations of the Mediterra­
nean, in Europe, Asia, and .Africa, with whom the Jews came in contact as 

traders. 
23. v. 17. the righteousness of Goel, that is, the righteousness, or state 

of righteousness, which God gives graciously to man, as He gave to Abra• 
ham, when lie called him righteous, who in himself was unrighteous, when 
He 'counted his faith to him for righteousness.' Let this be distinctly 
noted that, throughout this Epistle, the righteousness of God, or God's 
righteousness, means God's gift of righteousness-not God's own personal 
inherent righteousness or justice, not God's way of justifying sinnets, of 
making them righteous, of giving them righteousness (which is by giving 
it to them in llis Son), but the very righteousness itself-which God gives 
to men, so that by llis free grace they stand before Him accepted and be­
loved,-God's righteousness, in short, opposed to J,Jan's righteousness, to 
that which a man may fancy he can claim or work out for himself. The 
Jews prided themselves on having a righteousness of thefr 0wn, a kind of 
special virtue, which gnxe them a claim to be considered the ' righteous 
people' of the earth, and in the strength of ,rhich they might stand boldly 
before God. That righteousness, according to their notion, they had partly 
inherited by their descent from 'righteous Abraham,' partly wrought out, 
or, at any rate, made sure for themselves, by conforming to the rite of cir­
cumcision and by their other ceremonial obser'l"ances. And St. Paul had 
once been as confident as any of them as to the worth of this righteousness, 
and had reason to be so. ' If any other man thinketh that he bath whereof 
he might trust in the flesh, I more; circumcised the eighth day, of the stock 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Ilcbrew of the Hebrews;' 'having 
profited in the Jews' religion abo'l"e many mine equals in mine own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of our fathers.' In short, 
'as touching the righteousness which is in the law,' he was 'blameless.' 
Such righteousness as this, Man's righteousness, he had in perfection, if this 
could have served to give him righteousness before God. 'But what things 
"-ere gain to me,' he says, 'those I counted loss for Christ, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things,' of such righteousness as this among the rest, 
'and do count them but dung that I may win Christ, and be found in llim, 
not ha'l"ing mine own ,·igliteousness, which is of the Law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of Goel by faith.' 

This then is 'God's righteousness,' 'the righteousness of God,' of which 
so much is said in this Epistle, that which God gives us graciously to pos­
sesa before. Him, if we will meekly receive it at our Father's hands, as His 
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own gift, and not claim it as our right, by any merit-of Lirth1 or any desert 
of works. This 'righteousness of God,' thus thankfully received, as His 
own free gift, we may then call 'ow· righteousness ; ' we may humbly and 
joyfully say, we have righteousness, we ai-e righteous, before Him. It is 
the righteousnc~s ,vhich He gives us, though in ourselves unrighteous, be­
cause He looks upon us in His Son. In virtue of this we stand before Him 
as Ilis children, accepted in the Beloved. The glad tidings of the Gospel 
arc these, that, though ,rn neither haYc, nor can have, any righteousness 
of our own procuring, which we can dare to rest in, yet has God proviucd 
a righteousness for us, in which we may appear before Him. "re must 
'submit ourselrns to God's righteousness,' instead of 'seeking to establish 
our own righteousness.' 1,V e must cast down before Him every prom], self­
righteous thought and imagination; and, trembling with thankfulness, re­
ceive that righteousness, which lie, of His om1 abounding grace, so freely 
gives us. So shall we be dealt with as righteous creatures, Lcing counted 
righteous by Him, as .Abraham was, because we meekly trust in llim-our 
faith being reckoneu to us for righteousness, for Ilis own Loving Mercy's 
sake, declared to us in Ilis Son, Jesus Christ, om· Lord. 

24. v. 17. is being reaalcd in it. This 'righteousness of God,'-this 
righteousness which comes from God,-·which is the free gift of God-which 
(as he ,,ill presently say) God has given to the "·hole human race, before 
and after the coming of Christ,-is being 'revealed,' he says, that is, un­
veiled, in the Go~pcl. It is there already, in the mind of our Faithful 
Creator, in the heart of our Loving Father. The whole human race was 
redeemed from the curse of the Fall, in the counsels of .Almighty ·wisdom, 
from all eternity-the Lamb was slain 'from before the foundation of the 
"World.' Allam and Noah and Abraham and David, yes, the whole family 
of man, in the agrs gone by, 'good or cvii,' 'just or unjust,' (in the ordi­
nary sense of the "\VOrds, though all were unjust in themselves before the 
eyes of the ::ilost Holy,) were yet 'justified,' macle just or righteous, dealt 
with as children, before any clear rcvclaticn was made of the way in which 
that righteousness "l';as gi,cn to them. The tokens of God's favour have 
been shed abroad on the human race from the first. lie 'gave them rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with food and glad­
uess.' He wrought by llis Spirit on theirs, teaching men e,ery"IVherc to 
'feel after Him, if haply they might find Him, in whom they lind and 
moved and had their being, who was not far from any one of them.' But 
no"\V in the Gospel is being revealed the secret of all this. There "\Ve arc 
taught how God lo,·cd us in His Son, in \\'hose image we are all made, ,vho 
came in due time, as Ilis Father's 1,Visdom willed it, to take our likeness, 
and bear away the sins of the \\·orltl. 
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25. v. 1 7. from faith unto faith. The usual explanation of this expres­
sion is 'from one degree of faith to another.' The .Apostle is understood 
to say that our comictions "·ill be deepened from day to day upon the sub­
ject; we shall sec more am! more clc::i.rly, as we grow in grace, the revela­
tion of 'God's righteousness' in the Gospel. This interpretation might be 
acquiesced in but for the nry remarkable paso::ige which occurs in iii. 21, 
22, and which appears to be ::ilmost, in ·words, a resumption and expansion 
of the identical laligu::igc of this verse, at the end of the inter,ening passage 
(i. 18-iii. 20), 1Yhich has the appearance of a long digi·ession, though it is 
not so in reality, as "·e shall presently see. On eornparing the two passages 
(i. 17 and iii. 21, 22) the resemblance will be obsened, even in the English 
version, and still more distinctly in the original Greek. And it will be seen 
that, in these iatter t~ro verses, the Apostle takes up :::gain the thread of his 
argument in i. 17, which he has let go for a "·bile, for a reason which will 
presently be stated. Comparing then the two passages, and using the ex­
panded form of expression in iii. 21, 22, to help us in explaining the more 
condensed language in i. 17, we infer that, in the words ' to faith,' the ab­
stract ' faith' is put for the concrete 'those that belie,e,' just as in chap. 
ii. the wgrds ' circumcision ' and ' uncircumcision' are used for the 'cir­
cumcised ' and ' uncircumcised.' And thus St. Paul's meaning in this verse 
will appear to be this: 'For in it the ri9htcousness of Gcd is being i·e­
·vcaled, (a righteousness arising) ji·om, or out of, faith, (a righteousness ex­
tending) unto faith, that is, unto all them that bclic.c.' So Conybeare 
translates: 'a righteousness ,rhich springs from faith, and whicli faith re­
cei.-es.' 

Let us compare now the ·words of iii. 21, 22, where this same formula 
is resumed. 'But now, apart from law, [ of 'l'l'hich he had been speaking 
in the digression] the righteousness of Gotl has been manifested, (though 
being witnessed of by the law and the prophet~,) but the righteousness of 
God, tlttough faith in Jesus Christ ( = from fait11), unto all and upon all 
them that beliei•e ( = unto faith). 1 

In fact this ,crse, i. 17, is but a repetition in another form of the 
words just preceding, another summary of the wboic subject "·bich occu­
pies his thoughts, and about which he means to write at full length, an­
other way of stating the three Christian principles, which combat the three 
.Tcwish prejudices. Three times docs the Apostle enunciate this summary, 
seeking to wiu access for it more and more, to d1-iYe it, as it were, into the 
hearts and minds of his readers. 

26. v. 17. the righteous shall lfre out of faith. The Apostle merely 
quotes these words of the Prophet Habakkuk, as illustrating t·he position 
he had taken. 
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It is impossible not to notice the rhetorical ingenuity of his proceeding, 
how gradually aud insensibly he leads on his Jewish readers, repeating 
twice the summary of the doctrine he wishetl to teach them, in diITcrent 
terms, so as to set it plainly before their eyes, but then passing on, before 
they can see all at once the full depth of ;ts meaning, anc.l meamYhile, in 
case any suspicious misgiving had begun to cross their minds, reassuring 
them by reminding them, how their own prophet IIabakkuk wrote of old, 
'The righteous man shall lh·e out of, in consequence of, by reason of, 
faith.' Thus for the present they will IJe quieted with perceiving that, 
after all, what he had announced to them mis only in accordance with what 
Habakkuk had taught. St. Paul, it is true, has gone further than the 
prophet in his statement. They will have, perhaps, a confused sense of 
this. They will feel that something more lies in his words than they had 
as yet distinctly realized. Dut they will be so far soothed that they will 
listen to him further, as with -r,onderful wisdom he leads them on after 
him to the admission of the first point, which he seeks to establish in their 
minds, namely, the emr.-iction of sin, the sense of their needing (as well as 
the 'sinners of the Gentiles')' the righteousness of God' which is 'revealed 
in the Gospel.' 

CHAP. I. 18-23. 
(18) For the wrath of God from heaven is being 

revealed, upon every kind of impiety and iniquity of 
men, such as keep back the truth through iniquity. 
(19) Inasmuch as that which is kno,vable of God is 
manifest among them ; for Goel manifested it to them. 
(20) l!'or His invisible things, from the creation of the 
world, being understood by his works, are being clearly 
seen, to wit, His Eternal Power and Deity, so that they 
are without excuse. (21) Inasmuch as, knowing Goel, 
they glorified Him not as Goel, nor gave thanks, but 
became silly in their reasonings, and their heart, want­
ing sense, became darkened. (22) Professing to be 
wise, they became fools ; (23) and changed the glory 
of the incorruptible Goel into the likeness of an image 
of corruptible man, and flying, and four-footed, and 
creeping, things. 
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KOTES. • 
27. v. 18. the wmtli of God is being revealed. The Apostle enters 

now on his delicate task. The pious Jew at Rome, or Jewish proselyte, 
like Nicodemus of old, had no idea that he too, like any poor 'sinner of 
the Gentiles,' was by his natural birth under the curse, and needed God's 
fo1·giYencss, God'~ righteousness. lie must be b~ought to feel and acknowl­
edge thi~, in the first place, or there will be no room for the Gospel of 
God's LoYe to enter in and posset>s his whole heart and being. How shall 
St. Paul draw him gently on to see and feel and confess this? He begins 
by announcing that God's universal dealings with mankind, and the secret 
voice of conscience, arc ever testifying that there is a 'wrath of God,' ns 
well as a' righteousness of God,'-a wrath of God for all wilful sin, whether 
of Jew or Gentile. Such wrath is being daily and hourly revealed in one 
,my or other, in the outward occurrences of life, in the inward utterances 
of man's spirit. There need be no doubt about it; this is being made plain 
to all, this is being revealed by tokens innumerable, that there is a Divine 
displeasure for all acts whatever, by whomsoever committed, of known wil­
ful sin, for erery lcind of impiety and iniquity of men, who keep back the 
tl'uth through iniquity, for all si;1, which they commit ,vith their eyes open 
to the evil of it. 

Then, having thus made a general statement, which really in,olves the 
Jew as well us the Gentile, St. Paul does not apply it immediately to the 
former; but he takes hi~ Jewish reader by guile, turns off his attention, as 
it were, fo1· a while from what he is doing, and adroitly first carries him 
away with him to condemn the heathen sinning against light, which the 
Jew ,,ill Ycry readily join him in doing. The Apostle's words glow, his 
heart s1"1"ells, as he goes on. It seems as if he could not find language dis­
tinct and strong enough to bring the heathen under condemnation n.s sin­
ners. Yet still it ~..-ill be seen that he keeps the same point steadily before 
him throughout, before his own eyes and those of his readers, this, namely, 
that God's wrath is being re,cale'cl upon those ''"ho know what is right, yet, 
against their better light aucl knowledge, wiilingly and wilfully do what is 
wrong. Thus he speaks of those who 'keep back the truth through 
iniquity,'-who 'kno,ving God,' in some meusure, yet 'do not glorify Him 
as God, nor arc thankful,'-who deliberately 'change the truth of God,' of 
·which their consciences tell them more or less clearly, 'into falsehood,'­
who 'do not distinguish to retain God in kno~:leclge,'-who, in short, 
'know the righteous judgmcnt of Goel, that those, who do such things, arc 
worthy of death, yet Loth do them thcmRelvcs, and encourage others to do 
them.' All these expressions arc rnanifo~tly intended to include Jews as 
well as Gentiles, and, indeed, r.re framed with cxprcs., reference to the for-
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mer, though the Apostle does not yet unmask, as it were, his design, and 
his words seem to be bearing only upon the heathen world. 

Thus far, doubtless, while condemning such sinners against their better 
light and knowledge among the heathen, he will haYe carried his Jewish 
reader along ~rith him, borne away, as it were, unresisting, by the power 
of the truth, in the strong current of his Yehement words. Then suddenly, 
with aclmirable abruptness, be stops short, brings up the Jew iu a moment, 
turns round upon him, ancl asks, ',v ell ! and you, who are able to join so 
readily in passing judgment upon these, you, who know that such acts in a 
heathen are wrong,-! ask you, are they not wrong in a Jew also? Is it 
conceirnble that God's wrath is being revealed for them only, and not much 
more for Jews, who, having more light than others, yet sin as they do? 
Can you imagine that there is any thing merely in a man's being a Jew, 
circumcised, a child of .Abraham, that will screen him from the righteous 
judgment of God, if he does such things?' Of course, if he can bring them 
to see and admit that in any one single case, even of a wicked and profli­
gate Jew, his supposed immunity from God's wrath cannot possibly be 
maintained, he will have introduced, as it were, the thin end of the wedge, 
and presently may push on his advantage to o,erthrow the whole structure 
of Judaism. 

28. ,. 18. from lwavcn. The Greek lea,es it doubtful whether it 
should be rendered 'revealed from heaven,' or, 'the wrath of God from 
hea,en.' The latter seems preferable: but this is immaterial to the gen­
eral sense of the whole passage. 

29. ,. 18. is being rci•ealcd, not is revealed. It is being daily, hourly, 
constantly revealed, by the dealings of God ,,ith men, and especially by the 
secret witnessings of our own hearts. All men everywhere know in them­
selves that there is a Divine displeasure threatening those, who do what 
they know to be wrong, who 'keep back,' hold down, restrain, suppress, 
'the truth through or in iniquity.' 

30. v. 18. all or every kind of impiety 01· iniquity. This expression 
is meant by St. Paul (though his Jewish reader may not immediately per­
ceive it) to include such acts both of Jew and Gentile. And, accordingly 
in ii. 9 he resumes, as it were, the statement in this verse, and expands 
these very words by saying (instead of 'wrath upon every kind of impiety 
or iniquity') 'indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
soul of man that workcth out evil, of the Jew first, and also of the (Greek) 
Gentile.' 

31. v. 18. impiety or ungodliness, sin more directly against God; 
iniquity or unrighteousness, sin in our relations with men. 

32. v. 18. keep or hold back, not merely hold, as in the English ver-

3 
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sion. This is the point on which he is insisting throughout the whole chap­
ter, that men's consciences, as well as God's universal dealings with men, 
are revealing to them plainly enough the fact, that there is wrath, the 
wrath of God from His Holy Place, pronounced upon all wilful sin. But 
let it be observed that, in all which follows, St. Paul is not speaking of the 
certainty, that such wrath will be carried out into execution upon men­
the heathen or others. All, that he is here aiming at, is to awaken in his 
readers the solemn conviction, that all acts of known and allowed sin must 
of themselves incur the displeasure of a Holy God, by whomsoever commit­
ted, and to arouse them to consider that all men, who have so sinned con­
sciously, must necessarily have within them, in proportion to the strength 
of such consciousness, a secret misgiving and dread of God's wrath, the 
sense of sin which makes the sting of death, unless they hear of God's gra­
cious, forgiving Love in the Gospel. Some, like young children, may 
have, indeed, very little of such consciousness-babes, for instance, none at 
all; the heathen may have more or less of it, according to circumstances. 
The Jew, devout and humble-minded, not possessed with the fond conceit 
of his own self~righteousness, would have a deep sense of the e,il of sin, 
and be ready at times to pray with Da,id, ' 0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thy 
wrath, neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure.' The Christian, who 
has had 'shed abroad in his heart the Love of God by the Iloly Ghost 
which is girnn to us,' will feel more than any other the 'exceeding sinful­
ness of sin,' not the sin of infirmity and ignorance, but sin allowed and in­
dulged, against the voice of conscience and the known will of bis Lord. 
Re will know that such sin i8 hateful aud horrible,-that there must be 
'wrath' upon it from the Holy and Blessed One. Thanks be unto God ! 
one Love embraces all. Already, side by side with this revelation of God's 
wrath for wilful sin in the heart of man, there is :i revelation of His Mercy 
-a secret sense that there is forgi-rcness with our Father in Heaven, in 
some way or other, possible or actual. The Jews, befffi'e the coming of 
Christ, had their system of sacrifices given them, to remind and assure 
them of this. The heathen had their various modes of quieting their hearts, 
with what served to them as a pledge of Divine Forgiveness. But all men, 
everywhere, have had all along, and still have, a belief in such Divine For­
giveness, as well as in such Divine ,vrath upon wilful sin; they ha-re a 
feeling that it must exist, it must somehow be pro-rided for ihem. Nay, 
coupled with the very sense of sin, there is a dim sense of a righteousness 
which they already possess. In the very mitlst of their perverseness, they 
arc conscious still that they are not dealt with as accursed ci·eatures,-that, 
however He may see good to chasten and correct them, a Faithful Creator, 
a Merciful Father, is still pouring out His benefits upon them, 'making llis 
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sun to rise on the evil and on the good, sending His rain on the just and 
on the unjust.' In the Gospel is explained the secret of this. }'or therein 
is revealed the righteousness which God gives us,-which He gives to all, 
the evil and the good, the just and the unjust alike, that we may !Jc regard­
ed as children before Him-undutiful and disobedient children, it may be, 
-self-willed and prodigal,-but children still, and to be dealt with as chil­
dren, even when He visits us with His displeasure-children who have been 
called to inherit a blessing, and are not lying under a curse. 

33. v. 19. that which is knowable, that which may IJe attained by hu­
man faculties, enlightened by the Divine Spirit, without special revelation. 

34. v. 19. manifested, not hatlt manifested, as if some full complete 
work of manifestation had been wrought among them. The tense used in 
the Greek is the aorist, and it implies 'God has manifested it from time to 
time, still manifests, and will manifest.' In fact, the Greek aorist can often 
IJe expressed best IJy one of the forms of the English present, 'God mani­
fests it,' which English expression does not point to any one particular 
time, past, present, or to come, or to any continually progressing manifes­
tation, but implies the frequently recurring acts in all time by which Goel 
manifests His Glory to men. 

35. v. 20. Jlis invisible things, &c. As St. Paul has said elsewhere, 
though we cannot sec God with our bodily eyes, yet has He so made us 
thut we may 'feel after Him and find Him,' and sec His Glory and Beauty 
with our spiritual eyes; 'for He is not far from any one of us.' 

36. v. 20. they are without e:rcuse. The recognition of the Eternal 
Power and Deity of our glorious )faker involves, as a natural and necessary 
consequence, the duty of fearing, loving, trusting, and obeying Him, in 
proportion to the Light He gives us. 

But w!to arc 'without excuse'? St. Paul cannot mean here to say that 
every individual heathen was without excuse, any more than afterwards he 
means to say that every individual heathen was 'gi,en over to a reprobate 
mind,' so as to do all manner of abominable wickedness. Of course, there 
were infants und young children, at all e.cnts, of whom this could not be 
said. There were others also, the wise and good of ancient Greece and 
Rome, and, doubtless, of every nation under heaven, civilised or barbarian, 
who did, as St. Paul says himself presently (ii. 10), 'work that which was 
good,' according to the light and strength vouchsafed to them. There were 
those, in fact, who did discern something of the Divine Glory from the 
works of God, and were thankful. 'This I esteem real piety,' wrote the 
heathen Galen, 'not that I should sacrifice thousands and thousands of 
hceatombs of His bulls, and offer up cassia and ten thousand other odours 
as incense; but, first, that I should myself understand Him, and then ex-
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plain to others what He is, as to Wisdom, as to Power, and as to Benignity. 
To will to adorn this whole world, and to leave nothing destitute of His 
Goodness, I lay down as a proof of perfect Benignity, and therefore He is 
to be praised by us as Good. But to discover bow this may be best 
adorned, is the height of Wisdom. And t9 effect whatever He bath 
chosen, is evidence of irrcsistrble Power.' De l{atura, 11. 60. Such words 
alone are enough to show that St. Paul must lie understood as spoaking of 
heathens generally, not indiYidually, even as David in the Psalm, which is 
quoted in iii. 10-18, is speaking of the general depraYity of the people in 
his time, not of each indi,idual among them, child or adult, when be says, 
' There is not one righteous, no, not one . . . . The poison of asps is under 
their lips: their feet arc swift to shed blood.' 

The Apostle's saying they arc 'without excuse,' however, is not the 
same as saying that the ' wrath of God' will come down upon them to the 
uttermost (as some seem to think). 1Y c, Christians, are 'without excuse' 
for sins which we daily commit; we too are 'under sentence to God,' for 
such things; but we trust to be forgiven, we trust that we are forgiven, 
and are still able to appear as ' righteous' creatures before llim, notwith­
standing all our faults, because He looks upon us in His Son, in whom He 
has Joyed the world. And we believe that our King and Lord, the right­
eous Judge, will deal mercifully as well as justly with us in that day. So 
too, we may be sure, will lie deal with the heathen. Probably their worst 
sins of murder and uncleanness are not more essentially abominable in 
God's sight than the slanderous talk, and malicious acts, and dishonest 
practices, and self-indulgent, selfish lives, of many Christians, whom He 
alone can judge, who knows the secrets of all hearts, and the share of His 
goods committed unto each-and not we. Let it lie then distinctly noted 
that what the Apostle is here driving at is not to announce that all the 
heathen world without exception arc without excuse, and sha.11 be doomed 
to eternal perdition. But be says that all such among the heathen, as 
shut their eyes wilfully or heedlessly to the Light, which they ha Ye vouch­
safed to them, and, having powers and faculties for discerning some 
measure oftbe truth, neglect or refuse to use it, but 'keep back the truth 
through iniquity,'-( all heathens do not this,· as heathen children, and 
doubtless a multitude of simple souls beside them,)-arc 'without excuse,' 
and fall directly under the condemnation, that 'Light is come into the 
world, but they loved darkness rather than the light, because they knew 
in themselves that their deeds were edl.' Uc goes on then to say how 
continuance in such evil tends more and more to darken the heart, and 
ultimately speaks of the heathen world generally as doing what they knew 
to be wrong, and encouraging even others to do the same. But the whole 
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spirit of the passage is not to announce that these heathen will be punished 
for their sin, (howe,cr this may be,) but to make it plain that such con­
duct is sin, and subject to Gocl's il'rnt/1, and that, consequently, they need 
the manifestation of a righteousness, which shall be God's, God's Gift to 
them as sinners, and not their own, if they are to have any part in His 
Kingdom of Light and Lo,·c. As for the better part among the heathen, 
they would, like de,·out, humble-minded Jews, or Christians, be ready 
enough to confess their own shortcomings of the standard of goodness, 
which they had set up for themselves. The geneml statement was true for 
them, as for others, that they too were 'concluded under sin,' and had 
need of God's mercy and God's righteousness; though the strong language 
of St. Paul in this chapter could not, and was not meant to, apply to them, 
any more than to young children or lunatics, who had yet within them by 
nature the seeds of spiritual death, and were equally (as he will show here­
after) 'co-ncludcd under sin.' 

37. v. 21. t!tefr heart, because wanting sense to understand what was 
every day before their ,ery eyes, was darkened. 'lie that hath not, from 
him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to ha,·c.' 

38. v. 23. p1"ojessing to be wise. St. Paul appears to have had in 
view especially the sophists of Greece, to whom, in his own age, four or 
five centuries before, the heathen philosopher, Socrates, that 'hunter of 
the truth,' so resolutely opposed himself, and died, in fact, at their hands, 
a martyr in the service of the God of Truth. 

39. v. 23. tltey became fools. These wise and learned of the earth, 
yet, generally speaking, were content with the idolatrous worship of the 
times, and, with all their wisdom, could not see that, if we are God's off­
spring, He cannot be likened to a bird or beast, or made in the image of a 
corruptible man. 

CHAP. I. 24-27. 
(2-4) Wherefore also Goel gave them over in the 

lusts of their hearts unto uncleanness, to dishonour 
their o·wn bodies among themselves ; (25) Such as 
changecl the truth of Goel into falsehood, and rev­
erenced and did religious service to the creature in­
stead of the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
(26) Therefore Goel gave them over to dishonourable 
passions. For both their females changed the natural 
use into that which is beyond nature ; (27) an.cl like-



54: EPIS11tE TO THE RO:M.ANS. 

wise the males also, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, were burnt up in their desire towards one ano­
ther, males in males working out uncleanness, and the 
reward which was fitting of their error receiving back 
in themselves. 

NOTES. 

40. v. 24. God gave them over. In Eph. iv. 10, St. Paul speaks of 
the heathen as 'having tlie understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blind­
ness of their hearts, who, being past feeling, have given themselves oiier 
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.' Of course, 
as before, this is not true of all heathens. The Apostle is speaking of the 
general aspect of the heathen world, especially in his own time, and within 
his own knowledge. 

But here we have the same double form of expression as in the Book 
of Exodus, where God is sometimes saii.l to ha,·e hardened Pharaoh's heart, 
at another time Pltaraoh is said to have hardened bis own heart. Such 
words as these point to the laws of the moral world, as sure and stable as 
those of the physical, which make the darkening of the mind, and the 
hardening of the heart, the natural and necessary consequence of con­
tiuuance in known evil. It must be so. The la,,·s of the physical world, 
we believe, are fixed by the Creator, who gave to the different elements 
their different powers. A man cannot put his finger in the fire without 
being burnt, or drink spirits to excess without injury, or swallow prussic 
acid without his life being sacrificec.l. ,v e may say, in all such cases, that 
the man did so and so-he burnt his fiuger, he impaired his powers of di­
gestion, lte killed himself by taking poison. Yet, in reality, it was God's 
minister, acting by God's law, that did it; it was the fire that burnt, the 
alcohol that corroded, the poison that killed. It is, therefore, God Him­
self, to whom these results must be ultimately attributed ; and the man's 
rashucss, intemperance, desperation, have brought upon him these con­
sequences from the Hand of the Almighty, according to the laws which He 
has fixed for the physical world. Other laws, it is true, which God has 
also fixed, may be brought into play by the action of the man himself or 
of others, to prevent the former having their full effect, in producing such 
consequences. lie may so quickly draw back his hand as not to be burnt; 
he may be drawn from his sottish habits before the evil is irremediable ; 
be may have an antidote administered in time. But the natural con­
sequence of his act is fixed beforehand by the Will and Wisdom of God. 
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The man can forctcl it to himself, that, following such and such a course, 
he will bring on himself, that is, the Almighty Ruler of the Universe will 
bring 011 him, such an<l such consequences. 

Just such an order there is also in the moral world, with only this dif­
ference, that the consequence here is not merely necessary by the fiat of 
the Almighty, but necessary, as it seems to us, in tlle very nature of things 
-in the very 11aturc of His own Eternal Being. It is the Law of the ~fora! 
W odd, that known, imlulge<l sin of any ki11d must be followed witll this 
particular form of e,·il, the darkcniug of the mind, the hardening of the 
heart. How far the sins of any man, of any heathen or Christian-the 
sins of uncleanness, deceit, malignity, covetousness, pride, va11ity, envy, 
selfishness-are sins of ignorance, or sins committed against light by those 
who know better, we ca1mot say. He only knows who knows the heart. 
The 'sins of ignorance' God 'winks at.' Ilut where a man, heathen, Jew, 
or Christian, 'keeps back the truth through iniquity,' 'changes God's truth 
into falsehood,' knows how to do right, and yet chooses to do wrong, say­
ing, 'Evil, be thou my Good,'-whcn any man lives thus, whether in 
Christian or heathen lands,-there will the work of death be assuredly 
going on in his soul, and we may say of him, either that he has delivered 
himself over unto eYi!, or God has delivered him. Here, however, as be­
fore, other laws of the moral world may be brought into play, through the 
mercy of God, by which such a man may be rescued from such evil, before 
the work of death is wrought in him, effectually, for ever. 

41. v. 25. such as changed the truth, &e. Let this be noted distinctly 
once more. Throughout this whole passage St. Paul is straining at this 
point ouly,-not to bring the whole of heathendom under condemnation, 
to 'conclu<lc them all under sin,' (he docs that aftcnrnrds, )-but for the 
present his argument only requires thut lie should lead on the Jew to con­
fess, that, whatever might be the case l':itll those who sinned ignorantly, 
yet, for those who did not sin iguorantly, who changed the truth wllich 
they knew, or should have known, into a lie, there is wrath 'revealed' 
from a Holy and Highteous God. This, and this alone, is what he is aim­
ing at in this chapter. And then he will turn presently round upon the 
Jew and ask him, if he really can suppose that there is no condemnation 
for those, who know more than all the heathen, yet sin in direct opposition 
to their knowledge, in direct defiance of the judgmeut, which they admit 
readily, in the case of others, such sin would deserve. He means to set 
before them tllis solemn truth, that the very knowledge of God's Law, 
which they possessed, so far from being something to boast of, a kind of 
charm, as it were, to secure them from His Wrath and admit them to His 
Kingdom, would be the measure of their condemnation, if they were not 
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found to walk according to the truth which they knew. He will then go 
on to show that, if this 'charm' of their Jewish immunity is broken in the 
case of some, it is broken for all: they have nothing to trust in, any more 
than the rest of the human kind, but the mercies of God. And he will 
further warn them, as he draws towards the close of his argument, that if 
they do not feel this to be true-if the Jewish nation, as a whole, still con­
tinues wrapt up in n senseless conceit of their own dignity and security, 
self-satisfied and confident at having been 'raised up,' as if they must 
'stand' for ever, and could not ' fall,'-it may be that by long continuance 
in known evil, their eyes have become dark, and thcfr hearts hard, even as 
those of these ignorant and besotted heathen. 

42. ,. 26. dishonourable passions. In the present condition of a 
heathen or any other people, it is not for us to say how much of their pres­
ent moral debasement is the result of a judicial debasement of the kind 
here spoken of, and is to be regarded in the light of a penal consequence 
of their ' keeping back the truth through iniquity.' 

Let us take, for instance, the case of the Zulus. ,v e know that they 
exhibit certain virtues, and are capable of brave and kind and just and 
generous actions. But we know also that they practise habitually, without 
any restraint, a certain gross form of vice, that they kill for trivial causes, 
sometimes, apparently, for none at all. Is the moral guiltiness of these 
offences to be measured by the high standard of pure Christianity? 
Again and again, in Zululand, some wretch is knocked on the head as an 
umtakati, or evil-doer, supposed by certain occult practices, to plot against 
the lives of the king and the royal family or others, just as wizards and 
witches were believed to do not long ago-perhaps are still believed to do 
-in some Christian lands. .A.re we able to measure the guilt, in the sight 
of God, of such matters, when we remember how short a time bas passed, 
since even in England, with :tll the light of Christianity, and all the help of 
learning, and all the benefits of English civilisation, such a truly good and 
pious man as Judge Hale could condemn a supposed witch to be burnt to 
death, and believe that, in so doi~g, he was acting according to the will of 
God, and not merely according to the law ? Such things as these we must 
leave to the righteous Judge of all the earth, who will assuredly do what 
is right. Where a Zulu chief butchers out of mere spite or covetousness, 
desiring to wreak his vengeance or increase his herds, and fighting thus 
with his own conscience, (if he has not already silenced and deadened it,) 
there, doubtless, will the work of death go on within, the mind will become 
still more darkened, the heart still further hardened in evil. .A.nd so with 
other corrupt practices. So far as these are now carried on, or were at 
first begun, in ignorance of a higher law, after the example of parents, and 
in obedience to those in authority, who stood in the place of God, they are 
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the sins of ignorance, which God 'winks at,' till Dis word is brought home 
to them-not merely to their outward ears by the stammering lips of a 
missionary, but inwardly to their hearts by His Spirit, teaching them to 
know and feel that such acts are evil in His sight, and bidding them forsake 
them, and live as becomes His children. But, wheue,er men, knowing 
God and the righteous requirements of His Law in some measure, yet 
'glorify him not as God,' and refuse to listen to Ilis Voice, which speaks 
within them--whenever men strive with their Hea,enly Friend and 
'l'eacher, and 'do not obey the truth, but yield themselves up to iniquity' 
-there is 'anger and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that worketh out evil, be he Jew or Greek, Christian or lleathen.' 

St. Paul, then, in the language of this chapter is not speaking of all 
heathen indiscriminately, and certainly does not mean to describe all such 
men as Socrates and Cicero, with a multitude of other great and noble 
men among the heathen-at all events not their young children-as being 
'filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, &c.' He is refer­
ring to individual cases in all times,-( as, in fact, is indicated by the use of 
the Greek aorist),-and especially to the numerous instances of flagrant 
vice, which in that corrupt age would be too familiarly known to those 
living at Rome, or in any of the great cities of the Empire. And so he 
carries his reader easily along with him, while he reiterates again and again 
-four times, in fact, in different forms of expression, (as if to drh·e the 
thought well into their minds,)-thc natural and necessary consequence of 
continuance in known and allowed evil-that consequence being a further 
sinking into evil, a heardening of the heart, a deadening of the conscience, 
a darkening of the mind, an increasing inability to discern right from 
wrong, the good from the evil. His words, however, seem to imply a ,cry 
general and widespread depravity of this kind. In chapter ii. he allows, 
indeed, that there are men, Greeks as well as Jews, who, 'by patient con­
tinuance in well-doing, do seek for glory, and honour, and immortality'­
who do 'work good '-who 'having not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, and are a law unto thcmse!.es.' How many there 
were, God only could know. But, to the Apostle's mind, the general as­
pect of the heathen world would seem to be that exhibited by the language 
of this first chapter. And, indeed, the Satires of Juvenal, and the 
Histories of Tacitus, give a very similar account of the profligacy of the 
times, while yet ernrywhere giving tokens of the shining of some bright 
lights to illumine the gloom, in the lives of noble individuals whose acts 
are recorded for the admiration of all ages, and, doubtless, in the lives of 
a multitude of other humbler souls, whose names are registered in 
heaven. 

3* 
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• How much of guilt, of moral guilt, there was in all this, God only can 
know. But the Apostle teaches, what the Bible everywhere teaches, and 
our own hearts teach also, that the essence of moral guilt consists in the 
commission of acts of conscious wilful sin, whether sin of negligence or 
sin of presumption. The sins ofmerc infirmity, the sins of mere ignorance, 
as well as the sinful stain which infects our nature, St. Paul teaches, and 
the Bible everywhere teaches, arc forgiven freely by our Heavenly Father, 
for His own N amc's sake, declared to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. But 
St. Paul teaches, and the Bible teaches, and our own consciences teach us, 
that the sins which do weigh down the soul, which do naturally and neces­
sarily tend to defile, darken, deaden, and destroy it, are the sins committed 
in disregard of that measure of light which has been vouchsafed, and which 
still remains, and, however dimmed, is perhaps never wholly extinguislled 
in any man on this side the grave. ·what may be the consequences, in 
another world, of having abused the gift of God in this, and having become 
daily worse and more corrupt by continuance in known evil, instead of be­
coming better, as we shall become, by abiding in that which our consciences 
tell us is right and good, St. Paul docs not tell us. He only implies that 
such men among the heathen in their measure, like the Jews themsel.es, 
or like Christians who may do likewise, 'after their hardness and impeni­
tence of heart arc treasuring up to themselves wrath against the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgmcnt of God, who will render 
to every man acco1·di11y to his deeds '-an awful, iudecd, but yet a grand 
and blessed and comforting truth, to which our own hearts fully respond, 
for which the 'nations may rejoice and be glad; for He cometh-He 
cometh to judge righteously the earth.' Kot for the sins of Adam, or the 
sins of infirmity and ignorance, which .A.dam's sin may have been the cause 
of in any man, but for his own wilful, known, conscious tampering with 
the truth, will he be judged in that day,-bccause, whether Jew or Greek, 
Christian or Heathen, the light came to him (in what measure God only 
can know); but he 'loved the darkness rather than the Light, because his 
deeds were evil.' 

43. vv. 24, 26. God gave thern over. Here, as e,ery"·here through­
out the passage, the tense used is the aorist,-not 'God has given them 
over,' as a settled thing, once for all, permanently and hopelessly; but He 
'gave them over,' in each case, on each occasion, when the evil work was 
done, which drew on this consequence. 

So God 'gave over' the Jews at various times,-not, indeed, all the 
nation at any time, not the 'seven thousand chosen men, who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal' in each case, but the great mass of the people. 
He gaYc them over again and again to a. reprobate mind for a season; 
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though by various means and merciful acts of His Providence, He raised 
them again, from time to time, from their state of spiritual degradation ; 
until they gave themselves ove1· at last-the great body of them, not all-or 
God gave tlwn ove1· (for a time only, as St. Paul tells us in .xi. 25,) into 
that perverse state of mind, in which they rejected and crucified the Lord 
of Glory. "\Ve know that many of them must have wilfully shut their eyes 
to the Light, ascribing to Satan what was manifestly done by the Spirit of 
God, and putting to death, as a malefactor, One, whom they saw and knew 
to be pure, and loving, and innocent. Others, doubtless, even in that age, 
did what they did, 'ignorantly/ as St. Peter says of them,-' ignorantly in 
unbelief,' as St. Paul says of himself,-believing that they were doing God 
sen·ice, led away by the example and teaching of their betters. 

But, as for the Jews of the present day, we cannot presume to say that 
they too have been 'given over to a reprobate mind,' or that their eyes are 
darkened as a penal consequence of their continuing in unbelief. It may 
be so in certain individual cases, where light has reached the inner man, 
and been rejected. But, probably, in our days, amidst the great body of 
the Jewish people, such cases are very rare. It is far more likely that the 
acts of abominable cruelty, injustice, and contemptuous bigotry, with which, 
in Christian lands and by Christian people-too often, alas! by Christian 
ministers-they have been so frequently, and are even now, treated, have 
gone far to fix them in holy and righteous horror of a religion, which taught 
that such outrages were right. All, surely, that an humble-minded Chris­
tian can allow himself to say of the present state of the Jews generally, is 
that they arc, not actually incurring great moral guilt--(hc cannot judge 
of that,)-but suffering great moral and spiritual loss from the acts of their 
forefathers. 

Just as if an English parent should commit some great breach of the 
laws, and be transported to a penal settlement, and, settling there in after 
days, should draw his family around him, removing them thus from the 
means of grace and opportunities of spiritual grmvth, which they would 
have enjoyed in England, and which he himself is unable to supply. The 
probability,-we might say ccrtainty,-is that the children in such a case 
would suffer great loss in spiritual things through the fault of the parent, 
though they can only incur guilt through fault of their own. They would 
serve, in fact, to illustrate the words of the second commandment, that the 
'iniquity of the fathers is visited upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generations.' But the 'visitation' here spoken of is not punishment, 
laid upon them for their fathers' sins. ' The soul, that sinnetb, it shall die.' 
Frequently, indeed, such 'visitation' upon the children is turned into a 
positive blessing, both to the fathers and to them. The sense of the con-
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sequences which he is entailing, by his guilty course of life, upon those 
whom he loves, may act as a check upon the parent in the commission of 
sin. If not, it may deepen his sorrow and repentance, and inspire them, at 
all events, with a salutary dread and abhorrence of that, which has ruined 
him, and brought so much evil upon them all. In this way, however, it 
can be easily seen how a family inay sirik into a lower state of spiritual life 
than the parents, without incurring moral guiltiness thereby, if they have 
not been consciously concerned in the acts which led to it. .And their 
children may sink lower still. 

Thus we can conceive of the present state of the great body of the Jew­
ish nation, as being in most cases the conseq_uence, mainly, if not alto­
gether, of the sins of their forefathers, without being in the least degree 
able to judge how much of the guilt of that state belongs to themsel,es, or 
bow much of it belongs, rather, to us Christians, who have failed to let our 
light shine to the glory of our God before them. So too, in looking at a 
heathen people like the Zulus, we can conceive how they haYe sunk down 
gradually from that knowledge, which the fathers of all the Kafir tribes 
once possessed, as sons (very probably) or grandsons of Abraham, to the 
mere trace which they now ha,e of that knowledge, in the recognition of 
one Supreme Creator,-whom they call uXkulunkulu, the Great-Great-One, 
or u~Ivelinqange, the first Out-Comer, but whom they will often confuse 
,vitb the first created man,-without being in the least able to judge to 
what extent the Ii Ying people of the tribe are im·olved in the guilt of such 
declension. It is enough for us to know that, whatever these brother-men 
may suffer, however they may be degraded and debased, whatever loss of • 
moral or spiritual life they may experience through the sins of the genera­
tions which have gone before them, that measure of light "·hich every one 
bas bad vouchsafed to him, will not be withdrawn or darkened, except 
through his own acts of conscious evil. Let it be repeated once more, 
there is now no condemnation but this for any member of the redeemed 
race of man, that ' light has come to him,' according to the measure of the 
gift of God; but he 'loved the darkness rather than the light, because his 
deeds were e,il.' 

44. v. 27. receiving back in themselves from God the just consequences 
of their e,il doing, in the darkening of the mind, &c. 

CHAP. I. 28-32. 
(28) And, as they did not distinguish to hold God 

in their minds with intelligence, God gave them over 
unto a reprobate mind, to do things unseeqily; (29) 
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filled with all iniquity, fomication, knavery, greed, 
viciousness; crammed with envy, hatred, strife, deceit, 
spitefulness ; whisperers, (30) backbiters, God-haters, 
insolent, haughty, braggarts, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, (31) senseless, perfidious, with­
out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful ; (32) 
such as, knowing well the righteous decision of God, 
that those doing such things are worthy of death, not 
only do them, but even consent to those who do them. 

NOTER 

45. v. 28. reprobate, that is, worthless, like drossy gold, rejected by 
the assayer, refuse. The play of words in the origiual Greek is lost in the 
English translation. It may be partially expressed by translating (with Dr. 
Vaughan), 'A:. they refused to hold God intelligently, God gave them over 
to a refuse mind.' 

4G. v. 2\l. hatred. The Greek word means literally 'murder,' but 
appears to be used here in the sense of 'hatred.' 

47. v. 30. inventors of evil things, that is, of new forms of evil, new 
vices, or vicious practices. 'Five of the terms here applied to the heathen 
world (and in substance several others) are found in 2 Tim. iii. 2, 3, in the 
predicted corruption of. the Church itself.' Vaugha11. It was, of course, 
part of the Apostle's stratagem, as it were, to include, among the grosser 
sins of the heathen, sins of a more ordinary kind, which were too often 
committed by Jews as well. 

48. v. 32. knowing well the righteous decision of God-knowing it, of 
course, without revelation, in the secrets of their own hearts. The Apostle 
is not here speaking, we see, of infants, young children, insane persons 
&c., who may do things evil without knowing that they are e,il; nor, by 
analogy, is he speaking of others, who, though old in years, arc as children 
in understanding, with regard to much that they do, and of whom there 
must be a multitude among the heathen. His argument does not require 
him to speak of these. He is here only speaking of those, who deliberately 
do what they know to be wrong, and justly incur a corresponding judgment. 

49. v. 32. not only do them, but even consent to those u·ho do them. 
The guilt incurred by those, who, knowing a thing to be wrong, not only 
do it, but encourage others to do it, or even look on complacently and con­
senting, while others clo it, is double-dyed. A man may be OYertakcn by 
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temptation, and sin in his own person, while actually condemning his own 
act, and loathing himself while he commits it. But to look on with any­
thing like pleasure or concurrence, while another is committing it, implies 
that he has deliberately taken part with evil. 

CHAP. II. 1-10. 

(1) vVherefore thou art without excuse, 0 man, 
whosoever thou art that judgest; for, whilst thou art 
judging the other, thou condemnest thyself; for thou, 
tl1at art judging, doest the same things. (2) Now, ,ve 
know that the juclgment of Goel is according to truth 
upon those doing such things. (3) But dost thou cal­
culate this, 0 man, thou that judgest those doing such 
things uncl doest them, that thou shalt wholly escape 
the judgment of God ? ( 4) Or dost thou make light 
of the riches of His Goodness and Forbearance and 
Long-suffering, not perceiving that the Goodness of 
God is leading thee to repentance? (5) But after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart dost thou treasure 
for thyself wrath in the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous juclgment of Goel? (6)-who will give 
back to each according to his deeds ; (7) to those, who 
with endurance in well-doing are seeking glory and 
honour and immortality, Life Eternal; (8) while for 
those of party-spirit, and disobedient to the truth, but 
yielding themselves up to iniquity, there is indignation 
and wrath; (9) tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that worketh out evil, of the Jew first and 
also of the Greek ; (10) but glory, and honour, and 
peace, to every one that worketh good, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. 
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NOTES. 

49. ,. 1. thou art without excuse. The Apostle, ha,ing carried his 
Jewish reader along with him, while he brings under 'God's wrath '-not 
the heathen, bodily and universally, (he will speak of them afterwards,) but 
those among them who, knowingly and wilfully practise the abominable 
things of which he had been speaking,-such as ' knew in themseh·es the 
judgment of God,' declared against such things, yet 'not only did them, 
but consented to those who did them, 1-now turns sharply round upon the 
Jew himself, and asks, if he can possibly doubt that the same, or a heavier, 
judgment must light upon a vicious Jew-not, again, upon the Jews, 
bodily and universally, (he will speak of them also afterwards,) but upon 
such as practised the very sins, which they condemned in others, or other 
like sins. Ile wants, in fact, as has been said before, to introduce, as it 
were, 'the small end of the wedge,' and then afterwards he will strike it 
home, in the case of both Jew and Gentile. The idea was so new and 
strange to the Jewish mind of that day, that they were to be treated just 
like the Gentiles, or rather dealt with more severely, as their privileges 
had been so much greater, but treated by one and the same righteous law, 
acco1·ding to their lives, 'according to their <l.ceds,'-not treated with 
special favouritism, sheltered and screened from wrath, because of their 
descent from Abraham, their knowledge of the law, their practice of cir­
cumcision,-that St. Paul judiciously adopts this course, in order to set 
before the mind of his pious reader, whether a Jew or Roman proselyte, 
the startling result, to which his Jewish theory would carry him. That 
result would be no other than this, that an utterly vicious, though en­
lightened, Jew ·would be wholly exempted from feeling the weight of that 
wrath, which, as his own conscience told him, was declared from the God 
of Hea,en against all wilful sin, and which he readily admitted to be de­
i;;erved in the case of the vicious, but ignorant, Gentile. Re wishes to 
make him stagger, as it were, at being brought face to face with such a 
conclusion as this, and to begin to question whether, after all, the great 
principle of Judaism was so irrefragably true. At all e,ents, he will thus 
prepare him to listen more attenti,ely to what he will now go on to say. 

For it is certain that St. Paul could not possibly mean that the pious 
people at Rome to whom he was writing, were 'doing these same things,' 
while they condemned others. Whatever faults they were still committing 
daily, through the infirmity of the flesh, :ret he would not surely think of 
speaking of them, as persons who habitually committed 'theft,' 'adultery,' 
or 'sacrilege,' through whom 'the name of God was blasphemed among 
the heathen,' any more than, in the first chapter, he would have spoken of 
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the great and good :unong the heathen, as 'being filled with all iniquity, 
fornication, uncleanness, &c.' All, that he wishes at this point to do, is to 
shake the fixed prejudice of his readers, as to the point of the Jew's im­
munity from judgment and wrath, only because he is a circumcised child 
of Abraham. If he can do this in the case of some, he can do it for all; 
he can bring them to confess that every Jew, even the most pious, must 
lie under ' sentence to God.' If be can bring them to feel that a wicked 
Jew must be subject to 'wrath' as well as other men, he can then bring 
home the pure and holy Law of God to the tender heart and conscience of 
the most faithful believer, convincing him too of his need of ' righteous­
ness '-a righteousness, which his J cwish privileges cannot give him, which 
be cannot work out for himself in any way, which must be the free gift of 
God's Love, and which he must be willing to receive, with humility and 
thankfulness, like any poor ignorant heathen. In short, setting out with 
the statement, (which he assumes to need no proof, for the truth of it is 
manifest to the consciences of men, and in God's general tlealings with 
mankind,) that the 'wrath of God' is revealed upon all wilful and conscious 
sin, he will come, at last, to conclude the whole world, J cw as well as 
Gentile, under sin-to show that they are all under judgment, though not 
all under wrath-that they all, therefore, need this ' righteousness' which 
is revealed in the Gospel, as God's free gift to men, to the whole human 
race, in order that, possessing it, they may be able to stand and rejoice 
before Him as their Judge. 

Turning then, as the Apostle docs, so sharply upon his reader at the 
beginning of this chapter, he takes for granted that he will £eel, at once, 
the real point of his question. The pious Jew will see that the argument 
docs, indeed, indirectly, and most vitally, concern himself, inasmuch as 
what is true for great transgressions must be true in a measure for all. 
But yet he will see this through the outward form of the question, and wi:t 
allow the Apostle to argue on, understanding of himself that the strong 
words used, howewr implicitly they may involve him also, arc not meant 
directly to apply to ei•cry Jew, such as himself, or, indeed, to any one in 
particular, but to any man whatsoever, Jew or Gentile, who condemns an­
other for doing such things, showing thereby that he knows that they arc 
wrong in themselves, and yet does them. 

50. v. 1. whosoei•er. With this word he begins to drag in the Jew; 
'whosoever, whether child of Abraham or not.' 

51. ,. 1. that judgest-that ~ast gone along with me in all that I have 
said, about the 'wrath of God' being 'revealed' upon all those among the 
heatlicn, who 'keep back the truth through iniquity.' 

52. v. 1. w!tilst, not 'wherein,' E. V. This is a very common use 
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of the Greek phrase here translated; sec }lark ii. 19, Luke ,. 34, John 
,. 7. 

53. ,. 1. tlioit condemnest tliysclf ' You show that you have a light 
to guide you, a knowledge of what is right by the very power you exercise 
of judging others. Therefore, doing the same things yourself, yo•1,, certain­
ly (whatever may be true of those others), are sinning against the light, and 
are "without excuse," even as you agreed with me in saying (i. 20) that 
they are "without excuse."' 

:'54.. v. 2. ice know that the judgrnent of God is according to i1'uth. He 
is referring to what he had said in the former chapter, in which he sup­
poses his reader to have fully agreed with him. ' ,v e know,-we are 
sure, from reason and conscience, as well as revclation,-we have no 
doubt-we aclmit, in fact, in respect of those heathens, that God will 
judge "according to the truth," according to the actual facts of the case, 
rendering to every man according to bis deeds, and not according to what 
he may think or fancy. Will He not, think you, judge " according to 
truth" in the case of the Jew also, not according to bis own mistaken 
notion of his birthright and peculiar privileges?' 

55. v. 3. u•holly escape. This gives better the force of the Greek; 
'clean escape,' not merely 'escape,' as in the E. Y. 

56. v. 4. or dost tltoit mal:c light of the riches of His Goodness, d:c. 
'Or art thou so taken up with high notions of thine own dignity and 
security, as a child of Abraham, that thou regardest as a light thing God's 
exceeding mercy, that He bears so long with you, still seeking that you 
should repent and live?' The Apostle asks two questions: (1) Dost thou 
think that thou shalt altogethe1· escape judgment? (2) If not, then art 
thou still presuming on thy supposed state of favour, and making light 
of the mercy, which gives thee time and opportunity for forsaking thy 
evil deeds? 

57. v. 4. is for leading. This form of expression is often required to 
give proper force to the Greek Present. ,ye ,.:hall find other instances of 
it in this Epistle. 

58. v. 4. to 1·epentance. He seems to be here just hinting at that 
which he suggests more distinctly afterwards, namely, that the long con­
tinuance of the Jewish nation, in the enjoyment of extraordinary blessings, 
was no sign that any indiYidual member of it, or the nation as a whole, was 
to be exempt from God's righteous judgment, by any special act of favour­
itism. On the contrary, "What if the Great Husbandman has been all the 
while digging and manuring, if ha ply He may find fruit at the last? 

59. v. 6. who will 1·ende1· to each according to his deeds. This is the 
point, which the Apostle must reiterate again and again, that all will be 
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judged according to their deeds. The Jew will not be treated with any 
fa,-ouritism. On the contrary, having received so much more than others, 
so much the more will be required of him. The Apostle is seeking to shat­
ter by repeated blows, in all manner of ways, this fond notion of their being 
favourites with Gml,-their having grace gi,-cn them above others for 
some special merit in themselves, or on account of their extraction-which 
l.te knew would sap all the life out of their Christianity. 

GO. v. 7. with endurance in well doing, not 'by endurance &c.' E. V., 
as if these sought glory, &c., by their deeds. The Greek implies that they 
pursued their course of goodness, not as the means to a certain end, but as 
the course which was right in itself, pursuing which, however, they be­
lieved also that they should attain the end of their soul's desire. 

Gl. ,-_ 7. endurance, not merely 'patience,' or 'patient continuance.' 
The Greek word is expressed better by 'endurance,' which implies 'con­
tinuance under hardship or difficulty.' 

62. v. 7. Life Etemal. This, then, is the reward which God gives to 
all, who endure in well-doing, 'seeking glory and honour and immortality,' 
that is, consciously aiming at higher things than those of time and sense, 
and so evidencing that thei1· hearts are already in some measure quickened 
with spiritual life. Seeking thus, they shall find supplied to them, even in 
this life, the living bread and the living water, which their souls really 
longed for. They shall ha,-e vouchsafed to them some knowledge of Him, 
whom to know is Life Eternal. And that shall be a pledge and a foretaste 
of yet fuller joys to come. 

63. v. 8. to those of pai·ty-spfrit. The Greek word here translated 
'party-spirit,' has been confounded by our translators 1,..ith another some­
what like it, which means 'contention.' The same word occurs in Phil. 
i. 16, ii. 3, in both which passages it means as here, 'party-spirit,' and it is 
never used for 'contention' or 'strife,' simply. In Phil. ii. 3, it is coupled 
with 'vain-glory;' and the compound expression completely describes the 
proud, self-eoufidcnt, exclusiveness, of the Jew, who professed, indeed, to 
know God and to teach others to know Him, but, instead of seeking true 
glory and honour and immortality, the praise which cometh from God, in 
faithfulness of daily life, sought only to glorify himself and bis nation, as 
the special favourites of God, the only people who were permitted to know 
Him. They made religion a pa1·ty thing for their own exaltation; while, 
at the same time, living ungodly lives, and dishonouring God among the 
heathen. 

64. v. 8. disobedient to the fruth-that is, the truth, the true and right 
so far as they know it-that which has been revealed to them of the truth, 
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with more or less of fulncss and clearness-consciously disobedient to the 
truth, and willingly complying with falsehood. 

G5. v. 8. yielding themselves. The Greek word is in the middle voice, 
and expresses that the will goes with the deed, that they give themselves 
up to iniquity. 

6G. v. 8. there is indignation and wrntli. The construction of the 
sentence is here changed in the Greek, (' Life Eternal' befng in the accusa­
tiYc case, 'indignation and wrath' in the nominative,) perhaps, llccausc 
these latter words did not well suit the foregoing verb. God gives 'Eternal 
Life;' but He cannot so well be said to give 'indignation and wrath.' 

07. v. 9. every soul of man, that i's 'every person,' as in xii. 1. 
GS. v. 9. workcth out evil, with a will, resolutely, allandoning himself 

to it, fulfillin.r, the lusts of the flesh, instead of fighting with them; but 
v. 10, wol'!,:cth good, (the Greek word is different,) because, at the best, we 
cannot so fully work out the good as we may the edl. It should be noticed 
that St. Paul speaks of this' tribulation and anguish,' not for the soul of 
every man that worketh evil, (for that even good men may do at times,) but 
that worketh out evil. 

G9. v. 9. and also of the Gree!.·, that is, of the heathen, not merely 
the believing Greek or Gentile, as is plain, both from the Apostle's whole 
argument, and from his going on to speak of men 'doing by nature the 
work of the Luw,' who 'have no revelation, but arc a law to themselves.' 

70. v. 10. glory, and lwnow·, and peace, to every one that woi·keth 
900d. In the former words, v. 7, where he spoke of men 'seeking glory, 
and honour, and immortality,' he appears to have had in view devout and 
earnest minds of a higher class, whether Jews or converts from among the 
Gentiles to Judaism or Christianity, or such as Socrates, Cicero, and others, 
who eagerly 'felt' after God amidst the darkness of heathenism, and so had 
been graciously permitted in their measure to 'find ' Him. To these men, 
who were consciously seeking after higher blessings than this life could 
give, he says, God will give that higlicst transeeudant gift, Eternal Life. 
But now he speaks of others, not so highly gifted or pri-l'ilcgcd as these, 
and he uses more comprelicnsi-rc language. He wishes to cm];>race the 
faithful and true of heart of every kind, all those who 'work good,' whether 
Jew or Greek-all that arc obedient to that measure of the truth which 
has been revealed to them, however small it may bc,-those who 'do by 
nature the things of the Law,' who 'do justice, :md love mercy, and walk 
humbly with their God,' according to the light vouchsafed to them. Who 
or how many there may be, such as these, among the heathen, we are 
utterly unable to judge: God knoweth. The Apostle docs not here speak 
of these as sharing the gift of Eternal Life, whether they do or not, as a 
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matter of fact. But, he says, such as these shall have the 'glory and 
honour,' which cometh from the righteous Judge, and within their hearts 
that 'peace,' which is the sign of an approYing conscience, and the witness 
of God's favour towards them-a peace, which the things of this world can­
not give or take away, and which passes understanding. 

CHAP. II. 11-16. 

(11) For there is no respect of persons with God. 
(12) For all, who sinned without law, without law too 
will perish ; and all who sinned under law, by law will 
be judged. (13) For not the hearers of the law are 
righteous with God; but the doers of the law shall be 
made righteous,-(14) the doers of the law, I say; for 
whenever nations, which have not fow, do by nature the 
things of the law, these, though not having law, are law 
to themselves; (15) such as show the outcome of the 
law written in their hearts, their conscience witnessing 
with (it), and between one another their reasonings 
accusing or else excusing ;-(16) in the day when God 
will judge the secrets of men, according to my Gospel, 
by Jesus Christ. 

KOTES. 

71. v. 11. tliete is no respect of persons with God. St. Paul is here 
quoting the words of Dcut. x. 17, as well-known to his readers, 'God re­
gardeth not persons; ' but he uses them in a wider sense than they had 
ever thought of. 

72. v. 12. without law, that is, without any written revelation of God's 
will, such as the Jews had. 

73. v. 12. imder law, literally 'in law,' as in a house or place, so as 
to be surrounded with it. 

74. v. 12. will perish. What this word 'perishing' means is not ex­
plained: we shall sec more plainly hereafter. But the 'sin,' spoken of in 
this verse,.....:..' all who sin without law will perish,'-is the same, of course, 
of which St. Paul has been speaking all along-the sin of those, whether 
Jews, Christians, or Heathens, who 'keep back the truth through iniquity,' 
who consciously persist in doing what they know to be wrong, who ' do not 
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obey the truth, but yield themselves up to iniquity.' Their own consciences 
tell such men as plainly as the Bible tells them, that they are working death 
for themselves. Those who have no revelation, yet who sin thus against 
the light they have, and the law in their own minds, know that they arc in­
jm-ing their own inner being, and becoming daily more dark and cold in 
spirit, more helplessly bound in the fetters of c,il; and they feel, withal, a 
wretched sense of guilt and uneasiness within; which tells of the ',vrath of 
God ' being revealed in their own hearts against the wickedness of their 
lives. In one word, they are 'perishing' by the moral law of nature; nor, 
in fact, does the voice of revelation bind the judgmcnt more certainly upon 
them, than the voice of their own consciences. 

75. v. 13. not the hearers of tlie law are 1·igliteous with God. The 
Jews are not righteous before God, in the sight of Gou, as they supposed, 
because they had the Law, and heard it, and were taught out of it to know 
the only true and living God and His requirements, whereas the ignorant 
heathen worshipped their innumerable idols. Xor are Christians righteous 
before God, for a similar reason, because they ha,c the more glorious re,e­
lation of God's Truth and Love in the Gospel. 

7G. v. 13. tlte doas of the law sltall be made 1·ighteous. Xo human 
being, whether he be Heathen, Jew, or Christian, is righteous in virtue of 
his own merit of any kind, so as to be able to stand before God as a right­
eous creature, in the strength of his own righteousness. But all who, 
according to the light and strength vouchsafed to them, arc ' doers of the 
Law,'-all who do what is right and good and true, as far as they know it, 
-shall be 'made righteous,' shall have God's righteousness freely giYen to 
them, shall be pronounced to be righteous, counted as righteous, dealt with 
as righteous-in one word, shall be regarded by God as llis own dear 
Children, not by virtue of any merit or claim, which any one of them can 
derive from' the Law or Sect which he profcsseth' (Art. xviii.), as if he 
could be saved from God's wrath by that, but by virtue of God's Free Grace 
alone, declared to us in His Son, Christ Jesus. 

77. v. 14. fo1' wltenevel' nations, d:c. St. Paul has just used the ex­
pression 'doers of the Law,' intending to include under that description 
both Jews and Gentiles. But, remembering that he was, perhaps, going 
too fast for his Jewish readers, who would hardly follow him at once in 
this generalization, he interrupts his sentence (which is completed in v. 
16,) to show, by way of parenthesis, that the good and true among the 
heathen might rightly be called 'doers of the Law,' though they had no 
written revelation. 

78. Y, 15. the outcome of the Law-that which is produced, the essen­
tial product, the real thing in which the law results, 'that which it is its 
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business to teach and enforce, its purport.' ( Vaughan.) Though the 
heathen have not particular laws, as the Jews, regulating their conduct in 
this or that respect, yet they have certain principles to guide them, which 
principles these particular laws of the Jews were meant to exhibit and en­
force. So our Lord sums up the 'work,' or 'outcome,' of the whole Law 
in one sho1-t sentence : 'Thou shalt loYe the Lord thy God with all thy 
mind, and with all thy heart, aml with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and thy neighbour as thyself.' 

79. v. 15. thefr conscience witnessing with (it), that is, with the pur­
port of the Law written in their hearts. That, which the mind's eye reads 
there written, the conscience attests to be good, and bears witness with it 
that it is a word written by the finger of God; just as the conscience bears 
v;itness with any Divine Truth, which we may read in the Bible or else­
where, and attests it to be good, to be a word of God. 

80. v. 15. and bctu:cen one anothei·, d:e. Kot only does the conscience 
of each individual testify to the goodness of the la,\T, but there is also 'pub­
lic opinion' about things right and wrong, and men, 'between one another, 
in their mutual intercourse, can 'reason' and judge accurately about the 
conduct of others. 

81. Y. 16. in the day, d:e. llerc the Apostle completes the sentence 
interrupted at the end of Y. 13. 

In the fifth chapter St. Paul will tell us that 'the grace of God and the 
free gift by grace,' the gift of righteousness, 'abounded unto the many,' 
unto 'all men,' unto the whole human race that fell in Adam. lie says 
that, under the new.covenant of the Grace of God in the Gospel, all human 
beings were declared to be accepted before God, as the J cws were declared 
to be under the old covenant; they were all pronounced to be righteous, 
not accursed, creatures-righteous not in themselves, but for the sake of 
Christ, their Ilead,-to be dealt with, all of them, as children, not as out­
casts. In the passage, however, which we are now considering, and all 
along till we get to these expressions of the fifth chapter, St. Paul is not 
speaking of infants, and young children, and the whole human rnce, hut 
only of the faithful aud true-hearted among them, who 'do the works of 
the law,' according to their light a~d the strength vouchsafed to them; and 
such as these, he says, shall be declared righteous in the 'day of judgment.' 
Whenever Christ shall appear to visit and judge in His Father's Kame, now 
amidst the affairs of daily life, as well as on the Great Day of future account, 
they shall be pronounced righteous. They shall have a righteousness given 
them by the free grace of God; they shall have the actual enjoyment of 
this gift; they shall realize the blessedness of having 'their unrighteous­
ness forgiyen, and their sins covered.' In the Apostle's view, in fact, the 
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gift of righteousness is being continually renewed to such as these by the 
free forgiveness of sin in this life, as well as finally declared on the great 
day of accow1t,-not merely given once for all at first. W c shall see this 
more plainly as we proceed. 

8~. v. lG. acco1'lling to my Gospel, by Jesus Ghl'ist. It was no part 
of St. Paul's Gospel (that is, of course, the Gospel which he preachCll,) to 
teach that God would judge the world, or to teach that Jew and Gentile 
would equally be brought :mder that judgment. :For that he had only to 
appeal to the consciences of men, as well as to the old Jewish Scriptures. 
'Say unto the righteous, it shall be well with him; say unto the wicked it 
shall be ill with him.' The ministers of the Gospel were not sent to deliver 
this message; though they often had occasion, as the Apostle had here, to 
re.call the thoughts of men to the fact, that there was a righteous order in 
the world, and that the day would surely come, when a righteous Governor 
would judge the secrets of men. 

The new message of the Gospel, in connection with the matte1· now be­
fore us, is this, that this judgment shall be conducted 'by Jesus Christ'­
that the Father 'bath given Him authority to execute judgment upon the 
sons of men, because He is the Son of Man.' And this is a word of com­
fort and Hope for us. For He, we arc sure, has a tender sympathy for us 
His brethren, and can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; and 
though dealing a righteous judgmcnt to each according to his deeds, He 
will know how to mingle mercy with judgment as each case shall require. 

CHAP. II. 17-24. 

(17) Behold ! thou art called a few, and reposest 
on the Law, and gloriest in God, (18) and knowest the 
vVill of God, and distinguishest the things which are 
more excellent, getting orally instructed out of the 
Law; (19) and thou art confident that thou thyself 
art a 'guide of the blind,' a 'light to those in darkness,' 
(20) an 'educator of simple ones,' a 'teacher of babes,' 
having the embodiment of knowledge and truth in the 
law! (21) Thou, then, that art for teaching another, 
teachest thou not thyself ? Thou, that preachest not 
to steal, dost thou steal ? (22) Thou, that sayest not 
to commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? 
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Thou, that abominatest idols, dost thou plunder 
temples ? (23) Thou, that gloriest in Law, through 
transgression of that Law dost thou dishonour Goel? 
(24) For the 'Name of God is being blasphemed 
through you among the nations,' as it is written. 

KOTES. 

83. v. 17. tltoit art called a Jew. As has been said before, the Apostle 
sets before himself and his readers a Jew of the very worst class, not, of 
course, meaning to say that any of them were such, but endeavouring in 
this way to get in the point of his weapon, at the weakest part of his sup­
posed opponent's case, and knowing that, if he can once get a Jew to admit 
that any one son of .Abraham may and must be judged, like any other man, 
by the righteous ju<lgment of God, without favouritism, he will have struck 
a death-blow at the whole corrupt system of Judaism. Perhaps he may 
have in his eye, even more than the Jew himself, the Roman proselyte, 
whose Judaism, however strong, would not be, as it were, ingrained or 
inbred. These might, in some cases, at all events, be more ready to yield 
access to the truth; and they would naturally desire, if it were possible, to 
sec their friends and kindred embraced within the pale of God's grace, and 
not shut out, by the exclusive spidt of the Jewish rcligiou, till they too 
had submitted to become one with the Jc1Ys. 

8·1. v. 1 a. '9uicle of tlte blind,' d:c. These arc titles which the Jews, 
or their RalJbics, actually assumed with reference to those of their own 
people, as well as the heathen, who came under their influence as teachers. 

85. v. 22. plunde1· temples. It would seem tbat some Jews did really 
pilfer or plunder from the temples of the heathen gods, in the towns where 
they dwelt; thus, of course, exciting the just indignation of the natives. 
Sec Acts xix. 37, and Joseph. Antt. iv. 8, 10. Their merely defrauding 
the Temple of its sacrifices, or the priests and Levites of their portions, (for 
which the Jews are blamed in Neh. xiii. 10-12, :Mal. i. 13, 14, iii. 8, 9,) 
would not be likely to attract the notice, and excite the indignatiou of the 
Gentiles. 

8G. v. 24. as it is written, namely in Ezek. xxxvi. 20-23. But iu 
the \vhole of this passage, as well as in the kiudrcd ouc, Isaiah Iii. 5, refer­
ence is to the dishouour done to God's Kame, not by the immoral conduct 
of His people, but lJy thci1· suffering and humiliation, which brought a re­
proach upon the Lord their God, as if He could not save them. So that 
St. Paul has here merely made use, as he often does, of an apt quotation, 
which occurs to him, as an expression of his own thought. 
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CHAP. II. 25-29. 
(25) For circumcision, indeed, profiteth, if thou be 

a doer of the Law; but, if thou be a transgressor of 
the Law, thy circumcision has become uncircumcision. 
(26) If, then, the Uncircumcision keep the require­
ments of the Law, shall not his uncircumcision be 
reckoned for circumcision? (27) and that, which is 
U ncircumcision by nature, fulfilling the Law, judge 
thee, who, with the letter ancl circumcision, art a 
transgressor of the Law? (28) For not he, who is 
so apparently, is a Jew, nor is that, which is apparent 
in the flesh, circumcision. (29) But he, who is so in 
secret, is a Jew, ancl circumcision is of the heart, in 
the spirit, not in the letter,-whose praise is not of 
men, but of God. 

NOTES. 

87. v. 25. Joi· circumcision, &c. It is obvious that this whole passage 
may be directly applied to the case of Christians and Heathens, as in the 
following paraphrase: 'The baptism of a Christian has a meaning and use, 
if be walks faithfully; otherwise bis baptism becomes a mere nullity. If, 
then, an unbaptized heathen does that which is good and right and true, 
shall not his unbaptized state be reckoned for baptism? and they, which 
are heathens by nature, and walking accordir:g to the light vouchsafed to 
them, judge those, who, baptized Christians as they are, yet knowingly 
transgress the law of their Lord? For he is not a Christian, who is so 
merely in name and profession, nor is that true baptism, which is only out­
wardly with water. But the Christian in God's sight is he who is one 
inwardly; and the baptism, which is of value before Him, is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, not in the outward form.' 

88. v. 29. u•hose. The Greek relative, here employed, must be referred 
either to the true Jew, or to the true Jew and the true circumcision, as a 
whole, taken collectively. 

CHAP. III. 1-8. 
(1) '"'\Vhat then is the advantage of the Jew, or 

what the profit of circumcision?' (2) Much, in every 
4 
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way. Why, in the first place, that they were entrusted 
with the oracles of God. (3) ' But what if some ( of 
them) were unfaithful ? Surely their unfaithfulness 
will not do away with the gpod faith of God?' (4) 
Nay, let God prove to be true, though every man 
should be a liar, 3:s it is written, 'That Thou mightest 
be justified in Thy words, and prevail when thou 
pleaclest.' (5) 'But, if our iniquity establishes God's 
righteousness, what shall we say? Is God unjust in 
bringing wrath upon 'ttS ? ' (I speak after the manner 
of a man.) (6) Nay, not so ; since then how shall 
God judge the world ? (7) 'But, if God's truth 
abounded through my lie to His Glory, why am I still 
withal to be judged as a sinner ? ' (8) And why not 
say, as we are calumniated, and as some assert that we 
do say, that 'we should do evil, that good may come'­
whose judgment is just. 

NOTES. 

89. v. 1. what then is the advantage of the Jew? St. Paul is here 
imagining the thoughts which may start up in the mind of a Jewish ob­
jector, and answering them. 

90. l'", 2. in the fli-st place, that tltey wei·e entrusted, cf:c. St. Paul only 
mentions this one point of advantage, which the Jew has above the heathen, 
and then, without naming others, as he might have done, he is carried off 
by the impulse of his argument to other matters. 

All his language here again may be well applied to those unfaithful 
Christians, who bring dishonour on the Kame of Goel among the heathen 
in the present day, and -v.·hom the heathen himself, though unbaptized, and 
ignorant of the name of Christ and the letter of Christianity, yet keeping 
the law of truth :rncl right, according to his light, shall one clay judge. For 
instance, it might be asked, 'If you say the heathen may be saved without 
the knowledge of the Gospel, what advantage, then, bath the Christian, or 
what profit is there in Christian Baptism? ' .And a similar answer might 
be given: 'llucb, in every way: in the ,ery first place, because to them 
are entrusted the Holy Scriptures, the books of the New Testament as well 
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as the Old.' And to this we might go on to add, ' To them are given the 
means of grace, and the hope of glory.' 

91. v. 3. but wltat if some icere unjaitliful? He supposes the objector 
to have been silenced sufficiently on the first point, and to take up othe1· 
ground. 'What, if some of our people ham turned out badly, as must be 
allowed, and broken the covenant, so far as they are concerned? llnt 
God's promise was made to the whole seed of Abraham. Surely, the un­
faithfulness of a few will not do away with His good faith, will not be a 
sufficient ground why He should break His own plighted word to our fore­
fathers.' Presently St. Paul will show that they have entirely mistaken 
the nature of the promise made of old to .Abraham. Here, however, he 
reserves his full reply, and merely answers: 'Ko! nothing that I have said 
or intend to say-nothing that I maintain or teach-will amount to this, 
will give ground for any such charge of a breach of faith on the part of 
the Holy and Blessed One.' For the Greek words, rendered 'faith' and 
'unbelief' in the E. V., should here be translated 'faithfulness' and 'un­
faithfulness,' in which sense both these words occur in Soph. (Ed. Col. 611. 
See also Xen. Exp. Cyr. ii. 5, 21. 

92. v. 4. prove to be frue, when the mattc1· is examined into, and seen 
as it really is. 

93. v. 5. but if ow· iniquity, &c. The objector takes up as it were, the 
Apostle's last words, and tries to turn them to his own account in the ar­
gument. ' You say that God's good faith will still be maintained unim­
paired in spite of the unfaithfulness of some of us. If this be the case, our 
unrighteousness does but esta!Jlish, confirm, the righteousness of God. 
[The context would rather seem to imply that the expression, 'righteous­
ness of God' is here used as an equivalent for the 'good faith of God' just 
spoken of, and in contrast with the unrighteousness or iniquity of men. 
If, ho\';·ever, the Apostle be understood as using the words in the same 
sense as that in which he has used them all along, for the righteousness 
which God gives to man, then the objector's argument is that the un­
righteousness of His people only increases the importance, the value, and 
the necessity of that righteousness, which he has pledged His word to give 
them. In either case the point of the argument remains the same.] 
'God's glory, God's purpose, is not hindered or interfered with in any way 
by us through our iniquity. Why then should He visit us with wrath? Is 
He not unrighteous in punishing us, wheu we have only gi,en occasion for 
His glory to shine all the brighter through our deficiency?' 

94. v. 5. I speak ajte1· t!te manne1· of a man, that is, 'I do but speak 
as I can imagine a man might speak.' The Apostle shrinks from the very 
semblance of using in his own person such language or such an argument. 
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95. v. 6. since tlten, how shall God judge the wo1·ld l St. Paul does 
not, as yet, directly and fully reply to the objector's question; he only 
negatives it, disclaiming, as before, the idea that anything he had eYer said, 
or ever could say, anything he had e-vcr taught or maintained, would lead 
justly to the conclusion, that God was in any the least degree unrighteous 
in any one of llis acts. If lie were, if there were one speck of unrighteous­
ness attaching to His character, how could Ilc be fitted to judge righteously 
the world ?-as our consciences aud the Scriptures teach us, and as St. Paul 
himself had been laying down in this very Epistle, Be certainly will. 
'Shall not the Judge of all the earth do that which is right-right in itself, 
not right, because He does it?' St. Paul is very probably referring to these 
words of Abraham. 

96. v. 7. but if God's truth, d:c. The same objection is here repeated 
in a slightly different form. 

97. v. 7. why am I still u:ithal,-wby am I, that have actually by my 
falsehood helped to make God's truth more conspicuous and glorious, 
(which ought to be reckoned on my side rather,) to be still, after all that, 
treated as a sinner? 

98. v. 8. and u·hy not, ci:c. ' Yes ! And why not go on a step further, 
and carry your principle to its proper result? '-adding an indignant cen­
sure upon those who, from bis preaching the free Gospel of God's grace, 
attributed to himself such an abominable notion. 

CHAP. III. 9-20. 

(9) 'What then? are we preferred?' Not at all: 
for we have before laid the charge that both Jews and 
Gentiles are all under sin ; (10) as it is written : 
' There is none righteous, not even one ; (11) there is 
none that seeketh earnestly after God. (12) All are 
gone out of the way ; they are together become use­
less ; there is none that doeth good, there is not even 
one. (13) An opened sepulchre is their throat ; with 
their tongues they deceiYed ; the poison of asps is 
under their lips; (14) whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness. (15) Their feet are swift to shed 
blood. (16) Ruin and wretchedness are in their 
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paths ; (17) and the way of peace they know not. 
(18) There is no fear of God before their eyes.' 
(19) Now we know that, whatsoever the law saith, it 
speaketh to those under the law ; so that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the worlcl become amenable 
to God. (20) Inasmuch as by works of law shall no 
flesh be made righteous before Him. For by law is 
the full knowledge of sm. 

NOTES. 

99. "'· 9. u-liat then? are u·e preferred? The Apostle has now prepared 
the way sufficiently for his purpose, and comes to assert boldly the entire 
equality, in the sight of God, of all mankind. The Jew is not preferred 
before the Greek or Gentile in the righteous eye of Him, who is the 
Father of all. There is no favouritism-no 'respect of persons '-with 
God. He has already more than once hinted at this ; and we, looking at 
his words by the clear light of Christianity, can sec this plain!)· enough. 
His expressions in the second chapter, and his replies just made to the 
Jewish objector, involve this principle, which, howe,cr, he now sets down 
before them, for the first time, in pbin words. In order to this, he once 
more brings forward the objector, and puts in his mouth a direct question 
upon the point at issue, to -..hich he gfrcs a distinct reply. 'Are we pre­
ferred '-literally ' being held before' ' others?' 'No ! not at all. The 
Jew will be treated by the same rule of judgmcnt exactly as the Gentile. 
Each will be dealt, with righteously, and will be judged by the light he has 
had, according to his works.' And this judgmcnt will bring home the holy 
requirements of God's pure and perfect law, with condemning power, to 
the heart and life of every man. The whole world "·ill become amenable 
at God's tribunal, will become under sentence to God, as, at the very best, 
imperfect, erring, sin-defiled, creature~, needing, all of them, that 
'righteousness of God,' which He Himself has revealed in His Gospel 
for all. 

100. T'. 9. ice have laicl before the chm·ge, asserted, stated, laid it down, 
(that is, throughout the first two chapters, more or less distinctly, in 
various expressions). He seems to say, 'Do not be startled at this as­
sertion. You have already, in fact, gone along with rue, in admitting it. 
At all events, you ha,e allowed me to make it. Having so far listened to 
me, do not break off suddenly without reason now, because I put the 
matter a little more plainly. Hear what your own Scriptures say, &c. 
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Now such words as these surely describe a state of life, which must be 
liable to God's judgmcnt. And yet of whom is the Psalmist writing? To 
whom docs the Law, (that is, the Jewish Scriptures generally,) address it­
self? to whom do these "\'cry words refer ? Not surely to Gentiles, but to 
Jews, to those "under the Law."' 

101. "\'. 10. there is none r-ighteous, not even one. The Psalmist in this 
passage is describing the 9enetctl dcpraYity of the age in which he ]ired, in 
terms very similar to those of the prophet Elijah: 'I only am left, and 
they seek my life.' .And yet came the answer of God to him : ' There are 
se"\'en thousand left in Israel, who have not bowed the knee to Baal;'­
where we may believe the definite number is put for an indefinite multitude 
of people, unknmvn, indeed, to the desponding prophet, but known to 
Him who reads the hearts and searches the reins, and 'knows them that 
are His,' the true and faithful in ernry laud, in every age, under every 
form of religion. So, though the ,vords before us give such a gloomy ac­
count of the state of things in Israel, we must not suppose it to have been 
really so Ycry bad as the Psalmist imagined, and his language implies. To 
him it seemed that he was left almost alone on God's side. Yet C"\'en he 
could not haYe meant to include, in his general terms, the case of infants 
and young childl'en. There were, doubtless, thousands of humble souls, 
unknown to him, &erving God devoutly according to their light, in the midst 
of a naughty world, and of whom the Lord will take account on that day 
when lie 'makcth up His jewels.' 

However, what is here to be expressly noticed is this, that to use these 
words as a proof from Scripture of the universal depravity of man, is 
simply to wrest them from their true meaning, :md to destroy the nlue of 
the extract, for the very purpose for which the Apostle quotes it,-namcly, 
to show that in their own Scripture there is language actually used of 
Israelites, sous of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, not 'sinners of the Gentiles,' 
language so strong and severe, as must surely be enough to eou,ince them 
that the Psalmist, at all eYents, and the other writers of the Sacred Books, 
did not for a moment believe that an Israelite, merely as such, would be 
screened in any Tfay from the Divine judgmeut. 

The words in vv. 12-17 do not occur at all in the English Authorised 
Version of Psalm xiv., nor, of course, in the Hebrew original. They do 
appear, however, in some )J:SS. of the LXX. V crsiou, and in the Latin and 
some other Y crsious, but ha,e c"\'idently been inserted at a later date, be­
cause of their occurring in this passage of St. Paul's Epistle. Hence "\'ersc 
3 of Psalm xiv. in the LX:S:., at the end of which this insertion is made, 
,vill be found to be of extraordinary length. The whole passage, however, 
is foun~ in the Prayer-Book Version of the Psalms, which is chiefly Cover• 
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dale's, made from the Latin and German. But in the Bible the different 
parts can only be found in detached passages; and St. Paul seems to have 
taken them as such, by memory, and, therefore, with more or less of literal 
exactness, out of the LXX. Version, as it then existed, of Pss. v. x. xiv. 
xxxvi. liii. cxl. and Is. lix. 

102. v. 13. an openeci sepulchre, 'yawning, and therefore pestilential 
and corrupt.' Vaughan. 

103. Y. 19. it speakctli to those under t!te Law; that is, it speaks to 
Israelites, not to the heathen; it is describing the abominable wickedness 
of the former, not of the latter. 

104. ,. HJ. and all llte world became amenable to God: 'all the world,' 
that is, not Gentiles only, as you are ready to suppose, but Jews as well 
as Gentiles. 

105. v. 20. by law is the full knowledge of sin. The most perfect 
obedience "·ill be full of imperfection, and fall infinitely short of the holy 
requirements of God's perfect law. The more we know of that holy and 
blessed law, and the more we leam to love it, the more also shall we be 
made aware of our own shortcomings, the more shall we be convinced of 
sin, of our utter umrnrthine~s, on account of any righteousness or good­
ness of our own, to stand before the presence of our God. The clearer 
knowledge, therefore of the law, which the Jews possessed, and on which 
they prided thernsel,es, so fa1· from being a matter about which they were 
at liberty to indulge vain thoughts of self-glorification, would have gen­
erated, if that law had been properly studied, the same spirit which made 
Job of old lay his hand upon his mouth, and say, 'I ha,e heard of Thee 
by the heal'ing of the ear ; but now mine eye seeth Thee : wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes ; ' or which forced from Isaiah 
the words of reYerential self-abasement, ' ,Yoe is me ! for I am undone ; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, aud I dwell iu the midst of a people 
of unclean lips ; for mine eyes ha.,e seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.' 

CHAP. III. 21-26. 
(21) But now, apart from law, the righteousness 

of God bas been manifested, being witnessed of by the 
Law and the Prophets ; (22) I mean the righteousness 
of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, unto all and 
upon all them that believe. For there is no distinc­
tion. (23) For all sin, and come short of the glory of 
God, being made righteous freely through His grace, 
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through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus ; 
(24) whom God set forth, a propitiation through faith 
in His blood, unto the showing forth of His righteous­
ness, with a view to the remission of bygone sins dur­
ing the forbearance of God,-(26) for the shewing forth 
of His righteousness in the present season, to the effect 
of His being righteous, and making righteous him wlio 
is of the faith of Jesus. 

NOTES. 

106. v. 21. the righteousness of God, that is, as we have had it all 
along, the righteousness which God of His own free grace bestows upon 
man, that so he may be able to stand before Him as a righteous, not an 
accursed, creature, and be dealt with, when descrYing chastisement, not as 
an outcast, but as a child. 

107. v. 21. 'I7te righteousness of God has been manifested. The 
Apostle is here taking up again the thread of the passage in i. I 7, which 
he had broken off (note 25) because he felt that, before he could expect a 
Jew to take pleasure in hearing of a gift of righteousness, he must first 
teach him that he needed such a gift,-that he too, though calling himself 
righteous pai· excellence, one of ' the righteous people that keepeth the 
truth,' was really as much in need of God's free gift, as any one of his 
fellow-men.· Having digressed for a while in order to enforce this, and 
having brought the matter to a point in iii. 20,-' by works of law shall 
no flesh be made righteous before God, for by law is the clear knowledge 
of sin,' instead of righteousness-he now resumes his former position al­
most in the same words, and proceeds to speak about this ' righteousness of 
God,' to which the Law and the Prophets, indeed, 'bore witness,' if they 
had only heeded them, ( either by speaking generally of God's forgiving 
and restoring grace for the penitent, or by testifying beforehand of the 
coming of Christ,) but whlch was now first revealed, and 'manifested' 
unto men in the Gospel. 

108. v. 22. I mean. This is the best English equivalent to express, 
in its present connection, the force of the Greek conjunction here used. 

109. v. 22. the 1·ighteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Ghrist, 
unto all, and upon all, them that believe. These words, as before stated 
(note 25), are an amplification of those in i. 17, 'the righteousness of God 
from faith unto faith.' The phrase 'from faith,' in one passage, is expand­
ed into 'by faith in Christ Jesus,' in the other, and indicates that the 
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righteousness, which God gives us, is not for any works of ours, but simply 
as the result of our taking Him at His own gracious "·ord, and believing 
iu His Love, declared to us in Christ J csus. The phrase ' unto faith' is 
expanded into 'unto all and upon all them that believe,' by which St. 
Paul desires to exhibit the e;:ient and freeness of the Di,·inc Gift. It 
extends' unto all,' it is bestowed 'upon all '-them that believe. (I) The 
Jew cannot claim it by wo1'ks, ceremonial or moral: it is a righteousness 
which is given as 'of faith,' 'by faith in Christ Jesus.' (2) The Jew can­
not claim it by faith for himself alone, to the exclusion of his Gentile 
brother: it is a righteousness which God means to extend ' unto all,' Jew 
and Gentile alike. (3) 'l'he Jew cannot claim it by faith, in common with 
the Gentile, in such a way as to maintain a notion of his own peculiar 
privileges as a child of Abraham, so as to imply any favouritism ou the 
part of God. He cannot claim it by faith, as his special right, by virtue 
of the ancient promise: while the Gentile may be admitted to share it, but 
only as a favour, and by a special act of God's mercy. No! it is a right­
eousness which all must receive as an act of mere favour, but which God 
will bestow freely 'upon all' them that believe. Thus every pretence of 
privilege and favouritism is struck away from under the feet of Jewish 
believers. The pure and simple Gospel, of the 'Kindness and Love of 

God our Saviour towards )fan' as :'!Ian, is now set clearly before their eyes, 
probably for the first time in the history of the Christians at Rome. 

110. v. 23. Joi· all sin, and come s!toi·t of the glory of God. The 
force of the Greek Aorist is here again best given by the English Present, 
not all 'have sinned,' but all .- sin,' by individual acts, in all ages, under 
all circumstances, and 'come short' (the Greek present), not by individual 
acts, but as their permanent condition, of the glory of God. 

111. v. 23. come s!tort of the glo1·y of Goel, are unworthy to see the 
Face of God in His Glory, to share the glorious inheritance of the saints in 
light. 

112. v. 23. being made righteous freely tk,·oug!t !tis Gi·ace. As he 
has just said that all sin, and all come short of God's glory, so now he 
must mean that all are made righteous, justified, freely by the Grace of 
God. In former <lays the Jews were all 'made righteous,' treated as 
righteous, though many of them individually were unfaithful. They were 
all embraced in God's favour, and dealt with as children, not for any works 
of righteousness which they had done, nor for any virtue they possessed in 
themselves as descendants of Abraham, but because of God's free Grace, 
whic~ had called them before others to the knowledge of His Truth, and 
the present enjoyment of His Gift of righteousness-a gift, however, which 
was iDtended for all mankiDd, and was actually in fact bestowed from the 

4* 
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first upon them, though as yet they knew it not, for it was not yet reveal­
ed to them. But now it is revealed that this gift of righteousness is meant 
for all, that all are being made rigliteou.~ (the Greek Present, implying their 
continuing state of righteousness),-all men everywhere, though many may 
be unfaithful, who have heard the blessed tidings, and many more may not 
yet have heard them, and so may have little or no present enjoyment of 
their Father's Love. 

The Apostle's words in this verse most probably mean this, because he 
afterwards (n. 15-19) folly and explicitly states it, namely, that the jus­
tification here spoken of extends to all, to those who have never heard the 
name of Christ, and who cannot ha.-e exercised a. li\·ing faith in Christ, as 
well as to Christians. It is certain that, in this latter passage, he is speak­
ing of the whole human race. It is possible, ho"\\eYer, that in the passage 
we are now considering, he may not yet haYC arrived at this full gener­
alization of the Gospel :Message, and that by the "\\Ords 'all sin,' and 'all 
come short of God's Glory,' he may not ha'l'e in his mind all human bcing:3 
whatever, but merely 'all believers,' in connection with his preceding words 
that this righteousness is 'from faith unto faith,' 'unto all and upon all them 
that believe.' It is possible, therefore, that he may be here only speaking 
of' all that believe' as being still sinners, ,vhether Jc"\\s or Gentiles, as all 
coming short of the glory of God, and being all justified by His Free Grace. 
And if this be so, then St. Paul docs not here speak of any receiving this 
gift of righteousness, but only ' those who believe.' 

But then also it must be remembered, that, "·hatcnr may be the 
Apostle's exact meaning here, be does distinctly, in chap. v., include the 
"hole of mankind as recipients of God's grace in the Gospel ; and that, ad­
mitting the above restriction of his meaning in the present passage, the 
fact, that 'those that believe' receive the gift of righteousness, cannot be 
understood to exclude from it ull those who do not belieYe ; otherwise, 
what will be said of infants, baptizccl or unbaptizecl? v,r c must also con­
sider what St. Paul means by constantly reiterating the .. ords 'of faith,' 
'to faith,' 'them that believe,' &c. Ile is fighting with all his might 
against the Jewish dogma that righteousness is to be obtained l>y u:orl.:s of 
law. It is in opposition to this that he lays such constant stress upon the 
word 'faith' in his arguments, ha Ying in his mind not infants and young 
children, or the multitudes of heathen, "·ho cannot belieYe in the Gospel, 
because they ha'l'c ncYer heard it, but adults who are seeking after right­
eousness, and may consciously receive it by faith, and enjoy the blessed­
ness of having peace "·ith Goel through our Lord Jesus Christ. And e.-cn 
in heathen men, who have ncYcr heard the Gospel, and cannot ' bclieTe' 
in the full sense of the word, there is a faith in the Lh-ing Word, which 
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speaks within them; there is a living obedience to the law of truth and love, 
which they find written upon their hearts by the finger of God, which is akin 
to the true living faith of a Christian, and to which is granted a kindred feel­
ing, a measure of enjoyment, even in this life, of the gift of righteousness, a 
sense of gladness and freedom in the consciousness of at-one-ment with the 
Right and the True, a share of the peace of God's children, 'which passes 
all understanding.' 

But, whatever may be St. Paul's exact meaning here, these words are 
at all events a foreshadowing of the full announcement which he makes in 
chap. v., namely, that the whole human race are partakers of the gift of 
life in the Gospel, of the blessing of righteousness, as they are of the ' rain 
from heaven and fruitful seasons,' many of them,-most of them, indeed. 
-without knowing that these daily mercies, which they partake of, are 
signs to them of their Father's Love, that thG beauty of nature is the smile· 
of God, and that every flower which grows beside their pathway speaks a 
word of hope and peace to them from Him, 'who is not far from any one 
of !hem,' 'in whom they live and move and have their being.' 

113. v. 23. through the redemption which is in Ghrist Jews. The 
word 'redemption' implies a buying back, a ransoming, as of a captive 
from slavery. And this is the proper meaning of the Greek word thus 
translated. But what is this redemption? redemption from what? ·what 
is the idea present to the .Apostle's mind? He does not here unfold it. 
But in chap. v. be speaks of Sin, personifying it as a horrible tyrant, who 
'reigns through death,' who has power by nature to inflict death upon us 
all; anrl so in IIeb. ii. 15, the Devil, as it were, the concentrated essence 
of sin, is spoken of as having the 'power of death.' The accursed bond­
age in which we should all be held, by our mere natural birth, to this tyrant 
Sin, is, as we shall sec more clearly further on, the bondage or slavery 
from which our Lord bas redeemed us. W c are all sinful creatures ; and 
the more we know of God and of His Holiness, the more too we know of 
sin, and the more we must naturally dread death, as taking us out of this 
world of things seen into the awful eternal world for judgmcnt. With this 
knowledge of our sinful state, and without the Gospel, we should, indeed, 
be bound down under a weight of woe, under the consciousness of a heavy 
burden, hopelessly aware of our coming doom, and even now feeling it 
beforehand. Having thus the certainty of the cm·se upon us, being, indeed, 
under it already, we should have no motive to strive with evil, we should 
fall helplessly into the hands of the Evil master as his very bond-slaves; 
we can but do his will and perish ; the noblest thought of a man would be 
to 'curse God and die.' But Christ has come, sent by the Grace and Love 
of our Heavenly Father, to redeem us, to buy us back with a precious price 
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from this state, and to set us wholly free from the power of evil, that Sin 
'should no longer have dominion over us.' In what way this 'redemption' 
is effected, will appear more fully as we proceed. 

114. v. 24. whom God set forth, a propitiation through faith in liis 
blood. Dr. Vaughan observes that the word here translated 'set forth,' in 
the only other passages in which it occurs in the writings of St. Paul, and, 
indeed, in the whole New Testament (Rom. i. 13, Ephcs. i. 9), is used in 
the sense to propose to one's-self, to purpose. Hence, he says, ' here too 
it may refer to God's purpose, rather than to His revelation of it-whom 
God ut before Himself as, purposed to make, a propitiation, &c.' 

But without insisting upon this, and adhering to the usual translation 
of the passage, we may make the following remarks upon it. 

(I) St. Paul here says that ' God Himself set forth,' exhibited, 'His 
Son to us,' &c. This is in exact accordance with what the Scriptures every­
where teach us, that ' All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
Himself by Jesus Christ;' though it is a truth, which is painfully left out 
in so much modern religious teaching. 

{2) St. Paul says that ' God set forth His Son to us as a propitiation,' 
that is to say, as something to make acceptable, as one through whom God 
will smile graciously upon us as our Father, notwithstanding all our own 
unfitness. In Him the Father was well pleased, and with us in Him. In 
His Holy obedience unto death was that expression of perfect righteous­
ness exhibited in the life of a Son of Man, which the Father beheld with en­
tire satisfaction, and accepting Him, whom He Himself had made to be our 
Head and Elder Brother and Representative, He graciously accepted us all 
in Him. 

{3) St. Paul says that God sent forth His Son to us 'as a propitiation 
through faith in His Blood,' or 'as a propitiation through His Blood, to 
be applied by faith' ( Vaughan). The general meaning of the passage is 
the same in both translations. It is by looking specially at the fact of our 
Lord's Death,-at the fact that He, at His Father's bidding, took our nature 
wholly upon Him without our sin, and in that nature, though spotless and 
innooent, was given over t-0 share that death, which we must suffer because 
of our sin, that so He might be wholly one with us, taking part with us in 
all the evils which siu has brought upon us, except that tendency to sin 
which we all inherit,-it is by looking at the fact that He was 'made sin' 
for us, was treated as if He too had sin in His nature, and, therefore, was 
under necessity to die as we are, though He knew no sin-it is thus that we 
have the surest sign that our Father loves us, since 'He spared not His own 
dear Son, but freely gave Him up for us all.' 

Let us imagine a people separated from their King,-not only by their 
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own wilful faults, but m~inly through some acts of their forefathers-and 
lying now in misery and want, by reason of their rebellion, torn to pieces 
by civil discord, their fields ravaged, their homes desolated, a prey to fam­
ine, and fever, and countless other forms of evil. And, meanwhile, their 
King, it may be, sits afar off in his own fair land, and their cry, they think, 
can scarcely reach him, or, if it does, what can they look for at his hands 
but wrath and judgment? But his thoughts are not as their thoughts, and 
he longs to save them from their misery; yes, in spite of all their faults, 
he still regards them as his children, and would have them believe that he 
has indeed a Father's love towarda them. .And how shall he shew forth 
that feeling of his heart, and convince those fear-stricken wretches of its 
reality? What, if be should send a dear-lo,ed Son, not to visit them for a 
day or two, and pass away, but to dwell with them, to become as one of 
them, to come and share their want and misery and famine and fever-all 
but their sin-to live and to die with them? Would not this be enough to 
convince them of the greatness and reality of his desire for their truest wel­
fare, and to bind them down hereafter in loving obedience to his will? Can 
we not conceive how the Prince, who had thus become their own, wholly 
identified with those whom he had been pleased to call his brethren, would 
be regarded as their representative, and act as their mediator,-not to 
screen his people from the anger of their King, but because in his Son the 
King looked upon them all, because he had given his Son to liYe and suffer 
and die for them all, because he was himself in his Son, reconciling his 
fallen people to himself, not imputing their offences to them? 

.And so has the King of Kings been mercifully dealing with us; and so 
does He now look upon us in His Son, whom He deli,ered e\·en unto death 
for our offences, and raised again for our justification. Now are we all re­
garded as in Him, whom God has given to be our Chief and Head. Through 
Him we have free access to our Hea,enly Father, being counted as righteous 
for His sake, though in ourselves unrighteous, having peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Now that our Lord has died, death has 
lost all its sting and bitterness for us, His brethren. We must die now, as 
before. But now our death is no longer a token of the curse lying 
heavily upon us, is no longer a woe inflicted on us by the tyrant, Sin. It 
is now a loving act of conformity to the death of our Lord. He died, be­
cause of our sin, because we are sinners, because He was sent to take part 
with us wholly in all our misery, except our Sin, because we must die, and, 
therefore, He, that He might be wholly one with us, came also to die. But 
now tliat He has shown His brotherhood with us so completely, as to share, 
though without stain of Sin, in that sentence of death, which the Sin in our 
nature has brought upon us, the reason of the 'must' in our case is entirely 
changed. We would not now be unlike our Lord, or refuse to go down 
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after Him into the dark valley, into which he has gone before, and through 
which our loving Father in His Wisdom calls each one of us to pass, under 
the guidance of our Head, that we may enter into His Kingdom of Light 
and Life. The curse is taken away. Our Fatl\er in Heaven smiles gra­
ciously upon us, as He looks upon us in His Son, as one in Him, as one 
with Him, as made wholly one with Him by that crowning act of His Life 
of Obedience, the shedding of His Blood. 'His death was the central and 
completh·e act of the whole work of redemption. The death presupposes 
the incarnation, life of obedience and self-sacrifice, &c., and is the necessary 
p1·elude to the resurrection, ascension, intercession, &c. Thus it is at once 
the briefest and the most comprehensi\'"e term for the whole redeeming 
work of Christ' ( Vaughan). Through that precious Blood-shedding, the 
whole race has been redeemed from the curse. It is the bond of union be­
tween God and )ifan, the sign that God loves us, loves the whole race, and 
will deal with them henceforth, even in His se,erest chastisements, as 
righteous creatures, not creatures lying under a curse, but creatures whom 
He has reconciled and restored to Himself through the Son of His Love. 

(4) But, though all men are thus redeemed, and belong, not to the 
Devil, but to Christ, and are e-ren now under His care and go-rernment, 
though they may not yet be blessed to know His Name, yet 'to us,' Chris­
tians, the Apostle says, ' God set forth His Son, as a propitiation through 
faith in His Blood.' We are privileged to know the Great :Mystery of God­
liness, to know in what way, through the '\Yisdom of God, we ha,e been 
redeemed from the power of evil, to look at Christ Jesus through faith in 
His Blood, and behold in Him the propitiation for our sins, the object 
which makes us, the whole human race, of which He is the Head, accept­
able to God. That blood is the sign and seal of God's Love to us. '\Ye 
have only to belie,e the witness which it gives us that there is, indeed, 
' Goodwill towards men' in the Bosom of our Heavenly Father. We have 
only to rest at peace in the assurance that He sees us, not as we are in our­
selves, in our sin and deformity, but as we are in Him, in whom we are 
' made righteous.' 

(5) But, then, how awfully strong is the necessity which is thus laid 
upon us, Christians, that we defile not the Body, of which Christ is the 
Head, and we are the members, by continuance in any known sin! Let 
no one dare to turn the Grace of God into lasci,iousness. The very great­
ness of our Father's Love towards us makes deeper the sense of guilt and 
misery in those, who have or,.ce tasted its blessedness, but have wandered 
away like the prodigal, to waste the substance of the soul in riotous living, 
and famish in the far-off land, where, though redeemed creatures, and able 
to live and act as freedmen of Christ, they have chosen to live as the 
wretched slaves of sin. 
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115. v. 24. unto the showing forth of His rigliteousness, &c. The 
English Y ersion is here exceedingly defoefrre and obscure. The Apostle 
wishes to say that God 'set forth His Son' with two ends in view, one 
aimed at indirectly, as one result among others to which the act in question 
led, the other the di!·ect and special object for which that act was expressly 
intended. This difference is expressed in the Greek by Lhe use of two 
different prepositions, here rendered by to and for, the latter of them in­
volving the idea of throwing the mind or heart foncard with a strong will 
or purpose. ,vhat he says, therefore, is that our Lord Jesus Christ was 
set forth (1) with an indirect object in view, 'unto the sholring forth of 
that righteousness,' which God gave to the patriarchs, ru1d to the Jews gen­
erally, and heathen also, in bygone days, and which He gives now, it may 
be added, to the mass of human kind, "·ho do not yet know the truth as it 
is in Jesus, 'with a. view to .the remission' or letting go, ('forgiveness' is 
too strong a word to represent the Greek in this place,) of the sins com­
mitted in the days of ignorance, (' bygone sins,' St. Paul calls them, be­
cause he is thinking more of the Jews in former days, than of the Jews or 
heathen in his O"\'\n and future days, to whom, however, the same principle 
of God's 'forbearance' applies,) 'in the time of God's forbearance,' when 
He 'winked at' many things, which in the clearer light of the Gospel stand 
condemned. Ilut, he says, (2) God set forth His Son also, with a direct 
and special object in view, for the showing forth of that righteousness, 
which He gives ' in the present time' to all them that believe, 'so as to be 
both righteous' Himself, (that is, true and faithful all along to llis prom­
ises,) 'and making righteous him who is of the faith of Jesus.' 

In other words, St. Paul says, the secret of that righteousness, which 
was reckoned to Abraham, Isaac, antl Jacob, and which was gi,en to the 
whole Jewish nation all along, is now explained. It was not on account 
of any special merit or virtue of theirs, as the Jews had been supposing. 
It was simply a gift of God's Mercy, which is meant for all men, which is 
actually gh·en to all men, and which it is His Will shall now be revealed 
to all, who are called to the knowledge of His Grace in the Gospel. God, 
then, is shown to be 'righteous,' true to all Ilis Promises made of old to 
the Patriarchs, to whom He first revealed Himself more fully than to 
others; but He fulfils them in the way in which He always meant to fulfil 
them, namely, by the way of faith, in which He first gave them to Abra­
ham. He is shown to be righteous, 'justified in His words, and clear when 
He is judged,' though He grants no exclusive prh·ileges, though He extends 
His gift of righteousness to all mankind, making righteous all, whether J cw 
or Gentile, 'who arc of the faith of Jesus.' 

As before, the fact that such as these, who arc able consciously to be-
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lieve in the Gospel, are justificd,-have the blesseclness of knowing that 
they are justified, ancl so have peace with God,-docs not exclude the case 
of baptizccl or other infauts, nor, in fact, the mass of human kind, who are 
not yet privileged to know this, but of whom, in chap. v. and in other parts 
of this epistle, the .Apostle distinctly speaks as sharers in this gift of 
righteousness. 

llG. Y. 26. to tl1e effect of His being righteous, d:c. These words are 
often explained to mean that Goel does not treat lightly sin in His Universe: 
l)Ut, if He reconciles to Himself, out of His boundless Compassion, our 
fallen race, it is by sending His own dear Son to bear the weight of woe 
which we have deserved, to suffer in our stead, as our substitute, in this 
way to die for us sinners. Thus, it is said, He Yindicates Bis ways, and is 
able to be 'just, and yet the justifier of him that believes in Jesus.' 

But this, as already intimated in the pre:vious note, is not at all the 
Apostle's meaning here. He is referring again in these words to the argu­
ment which he has been maintaining all along-to the point which he has 
left unsettled-to the questions which he left unanswered at the beginning 
of the chapter. He is now, at last, giYing the reply to those questions. 
'You see, after all, God is righteous, He is faithful in respect of His prom­
ises made of old to you and your race. He has now, by the setting forth 
of His Son, explained what His dealings of old with you meant, how He 
then regarded you as righteous, called you righteous-not for any merits 
of your own or your forefathers, but for His own Mercy's sake in Him, in 
whom He loved you, and not you only, but all mankind, from before the 
foundation of the world. It was in His Son, the second Head of the Fam­
ily of Man, in due time to be revealed, that He loved you then, and not 
for anything in your forefathers. All the righteousness, which He gave to 
them, He gave through Him. All the goodness which He saw in them, He 
saw through Him, from whom alone it came to them, in whom it existed 
pure and perfect, and undefiled with the consequences of the Fall. There• 
fore, in now also justifying through faith, and not for works of any kind, 
ceremonial or moral, He is only carrying out the system, upon which He 
has all along been acting. There is no fickle change iu His purpose or 
plan, as you suppose, which may render Him liable to the charge of un­
faithfulness. You have mistaken the meaning of the old dispensation en­
tirely, and supposed that you were made righteous by Circumcision and the 
keeping of the Law, when Circumcision only declared and ratified, to each 
individual Jew, the righteousness which God had given him from the first, 
in the secret counsels of His Wisdom and LoYe, as a child of man, and the 
Law, if you understood it rightly, would only condemn you utterly, and 
work out wrath upon you. Do you now begin to understand that God can 
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be righteous, true to His promises to you and to your father Abraham, and 
yet can extend His gift of righteousness to others,-that He can judge an 
unfaithful Jew on the one hand, and on the other open wide the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all 'those that believe'? 

CHAP. III. 27-31. 

(27) Where is the glorying then ? It was exclud­
ed. Through what kind of law? one of works? No, 
but through a law of faith. (28) vVe conclude, then, 
that by faith a man is mad.e righteous, apart from 
works of law. (29) Is God the God of the Jews 
only ? Is He not also of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the 
Gentiles also.. (30) If, at least, ' God is One,' who 
will make righteous the Circumcision in consequence 
of faith, and the U ncircumcision through the faith. 
(31) Do we then make void law through the faith ? 
Far from it ; rather we establish law. 

NOTES. 

117. v. 27. where is the glorying then? &c. 'In all this, then, name­
ly, God's setting forth His Son as a propitiation, for sins both of the past 
generations and the present, where is there anything for you to glory in? 
Where is the ground of the Jew's pride, his self-conceit of his own impor­
tance, his vain confidence in his own merits as a son of Abraham? The 
'righteousness' and other blessings, which he has, are all a free gift of 
God's Love. .And if Abraham and the fathers of our nation were justified, 
as no doubt they were, that too was through a law of faith, not of works. 
Justified, indeed, they were by the grace of God, as all others of the human 
race, e,·cn before they were born. But if they had this declai·ed to them, 
if they were pri,·ileged to know that they were justified, and to receive a 
sign and seal of it in circumcision-if thus they had the joy of peace with 
God, and the pledge given them by God Himself that they were looked 
upon and dealt with as righteous creatures,-it was simply in consequence 
of their faith, their taking Him at His own gracious word, not for any vir­
tue they had of their own, not for anything which they had done to make 
themselves righteous; and, in fact, in themselves, they were still unright­
eous. .All glorying then was from the first cut off, if you had oniy under-
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stood God's dealings with yourseh·cs and your fathers. It was 'excluded' 
from the first by the 'law of faith,' under which both they and you have 
really been partaking all along of the mercies of God, ~nd not, ae you sup­
pose, under a 'law of works,' which coul<l only have condemned you. That 
very Law of l\foses, under which you have been placed, if regar<led merely, 
as you regard it, as a 'law of works,' would overwhelm you with an awful 
judgment. But that Law itself contains also a 'law of faith,' suited to the 
wants of sinful creatures. It tells you of the Mercy and Love of God, as 
rrcll as of His Holiness ; it provides pardon for the penitent., and means of 
grace and at-one-ment for all; and shadows out beforehand, in a thousand 
gracious ways, the Gospel of Christ.' 

118. v. 12. Is God (the Goel) of the Jews only? is He not also of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also. 'The idea of this brotherhood of all 
mankind, the great family on earth, implies that all men have certain ties 
with us, and ccrtaiu rights at our han<ls. The truest way, in which we can 
regard them, is as they appear in the sight of God, from whom they can 
never suffer wrong, nor from us, while we think of them as His creatures 
equally with ourselves. There is yet a closer bond with them as our breth­
ren in the Gospel. No one can interpose impediments of rank, or fortune, 
or colour, or religious opinion, between those who arc one in Christ. Be­
yond and above such transitory differences is the work of Christ "making 
all things kin." Moreover, the remembrance of this brotherhood is a rest 
to us when "om· light is low," and the world and its distinctions are pass­
ing from our sight, and our thoughts arc of the dark valley :mu the solitary 
way. For it leads us to trust in God, not as selecting us, because He had 
a favour unto us, but as infinitely just to all mankind. It links our for­
tunes with those of men in general, and gives us the same support in refer­
ence to om· eternal destiny, that we recei,e from each other, in a narrower 
sphere, in the concerns of daily life. To think of ourse!Yes, or our church, 
or our country, or our age, as the particular exceptions which a Divine 
Mercy makes, whether in this life or another, is not a thought of comfort, 
but of perplexity. Lastly, it relieves us from anxiety about the condition 
of other men, of friends departed, of those ignorant of the Gospel, of those 
of a different form of faith from our own ; knowing that God, who has thus 
far lifted up the veil, " will justify the Circumcision through faith, and the 
Uncircumcision by faith," the Jew, who "fulfils the law," and the Gentile, 
"who does by nature" the things contained in the law.' Jowett. 

119. v. 30 ' God is One.' The Apostle quotes here the well-known 
formula of the Jewish law, 'Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.' 

120. v. 30. who will make 1·igliteous. It should be observed that, 
both here and elsewhere, when the Apostle says that God 'justifies' any, or 
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'makes them righteous,' he means, that He justifies them in their oicn con­
sciences, lie brings home to them consciously the gift of righteousness. 
Abraham, for instance, was righteous il\ God's sight, before it was declared 
to him that 'bis faith was reckoned to him for righteousness. Jewish 
children of old were righteous in God's sight, before they were declared to 
be so in circumcision ; and yet they could exercise no faith at that early 
age, and many years must have pas3cd before it could haYe been said of 
them that they were 'justified in consequence of faith.' So Christian chil­
dren are signed and sealed in their baptism as children of God ; but years 
may pass before the sense of God's Love is brought home to their hearts, 
before they know the blessedness of being 'made righteous' by the free 
grace of God, before they can be said to be 'justified through the faith,' 
which, in their infant years, they cannot have cxcrcisccl. 

Hence, St. Paul is not speaking here at all of young children, whether 
Jewish or Christian, or of Heathens, who haYe no opportunity of bearing 
and receiving 'the faith,' as it is in Jesus. !ifany, indeed, of these latter, 
walking faithfully according to their light, may enjoy some sense of the 
gift of righteousness, may be 'consciously justified,' may have some meas­
ure of peace within the heart, 'in consequence of faith' in the Hight and 
True and Good. And all of them, as St. Paul plainly teaches afterwards, 
arc counted as righteous creatures, though they may not know it, through 
the Grace of God, bestowed upon the whole human race in Eis own dear 
Son, whom He bas given to be their Head, and whose members they are. 
Ancl all will be judged alike. Jews, Christians, and Ileathens, by the same 
righteous rule, according to their works, and rrccording to the light vouch­
safed to them, in that day ~.-hen God shall judge the secrets of men by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ' 

121. v. 30. in consequence of faith .. through the faith. The Apos­
tle's expressions arc noticeable ; the change of form in them has a mean­
ing. There is but one God for all, he says, and He v.-ill deal by the same , 
rule with all, and not make favourites in His judgment of men. He will jus­
tify those of tlie circumcision, Jews of the past and present, ·who haYc lirnd 
and died as true children of Abraham, not having been brought under the 
higher influences of the Gospel, 'in consequence of faith,'-not in conse­
quence of any works of theirs, their birth from Abraham, or circumcision, 
or keeping of the law, but in consequence of faith generally, of the lidng 
principle which ruled their heart8 and governed their notions, however im­
perfect and defective these may have been. And the lJncircumcision, those 
of the heathen, who now and hereafter shall hear and recei,·e the me;,,sage 
of life in the Gospel, ho will justify 'through the faith' in Christ Jesus. 

122. Y. 31. 1·atlw·, we establish law-that is, law, generally, whether 
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that of the Jews, or that written in the consciences of men. 'The faith 1 

of Jesus, influencing the life, will bring forth that faithfulness iu daily act, 
which, though at the best very imperfect, so as not to constitute a righteous­
ness, in the strength of which a man could stand before a Holy God, will 
yet be far more complete and all-embracing, than any which the law itself 
could produce. 'What the law could not tlo, iu that it was weak through 
the flesh, God did effect by sending His own Son,' to live and die for us 
sinners. Thus arc we brought to yield to God's Holy Law a cheerful, wil­
ling, happy obedience for Love's sake ; and so the law itself is established 
and glorified. 

CHAP. IV. 1-8. 

(1) What then shall we say that Abraham, our 
father, obtained after the :flesh? (2) For, if Abraham 
was made righteous in consequence of works, he has 
ground of glorying. But no ! not so before God. 
(3) For what says the Scripture, ' But Abraham be­
lieved God, and it was reckoned unto him for right­
e~msness.' ( 4) Now to one that worketh the payment 
is not reckoned by way of favour, but by way of debt. 
(5) But to one not working, but believing on Him who 
maketh righteous the ungodly, his faith is reckoned for 
righteousness. (6) Just as David utters the blessing 
on the man, to whom God reckoneth righteousness 
apart from works, saying, (7) 'Blessed are they whose 
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered over. 
(8) Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
reckon sin.' 

~OTES. 

123. , •. l. 1Vliat then sltall we say that Abraham, our father, cf:c. 
The Apostle here puts the question in a mild form himself, and not in the 
person of a hostile and ill-conditioned objector. In fact, he here identifies 
himself with his brethren-' ou;· father,' what shall we f!ay? Ilis argument 
is this. 'Suppose we drop for the present the question of the Jewish na­
tion at large, and confine ourselves to him, to whom we refer as our great 
forefather, to whom first the promises were given, and to us in him. What 



CHAP. IV, 1-8. 93 

then did Abraham obtain by the fleshly ordinance of circumcision, which 
was enjoined upon him? What was the value of that? ,vas he not made 
righteous by it, separated from all others as the favoured head of a race, the 
friend of God? Does it not seem that be, at all events, was justified by 
works?' 

Many counect the words 'after the flesh' with 'father,' translating, 
'What shnll we say that Abraham, our father after the flesh, has gained ? ' 

124. v. 2. Joi· if Abraham was made rig!tteozts by works, d:c. St. 
Paul admits the importance of the question, anu answers as if he meant to 
say, 'It is well to bring the matter to a point, as it were, with this ques­
tion. For, if Abraham was made righteous in consequence of works of 
auy kind, then be has, of course, (in opposition to what I have just been 
saying,) a ground of glorying, something to trust to, and to boast of, inde­
pendent of that Mercy of God, which other men need. But, no ! he has 
nothing of the kind before Gou. For bear what the Scripture saith, &c.' 

The answer, in fact, is twofold, as he brings it out in the course of this 
chapter. 

(1) Abraham was justified, was pronounced by God to be righteous, not 
because of his circumcision, or his acts of obedience, his lea,ing his coun­
try, or offering up his son, but because of his faith, because he trusted in 
God, he took God at his word, he believetl God's promise that his seed 
should be as the stars, when as yet, in his oltl c.gc, he had no son. He 
shewed thus that the principle of true faith ruled in his heart, which would, 
on all needful occasions, exhibit itself in life and act. 

(2) Abraham was pronounced to be righteous before he was circum­
cised. So that his circumcision, like Christian Baptism, was in fact a sign, 
appointed graciously by God Himself, to declare and ratify to him the bless­
ing already gi,en, to convey and make it over to him, as it were,-as a 
legal document may convey formally a. property, which has long ago, in 
point of fact, been gi,en, and possessed and enjoyed by the recipient. 

125. v. 4. now to one that woi-keth, d:c. This is an axiom drawn from 
the every day transactions of common life. 'If Abraham had really ,rnrked, 
eYen so far only as to submit to be cir<;_umcised, on condition of acquiring 
righteousness thereby,'--(and every Jewish proselyte was taught this doc­
trine, that by submitting to circumcision and the other Jewish ordinances, 
and so becoming one with the chosen people of God, he would thus acquire 
righteousness in consequence of his work,)-' it must be admitted that he 
would have had a right to claim that righteousness as his due. But here 
in the Scripture, you see, the case is not so. Nothing whatever is said 
about his receiving righteousness as the discharge of a rightful claim, the 
payment of a debt; but he received it simply as a free gift and favour, be­
cau;c ho believed in God.' 
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126. v. 5. but to one not working, cf:c. The English reader might 
suppose that the reference here is to Abraham expressly and Eingly, as if 
the Apostle had said, 'llut here, in this case of Abraham, to one not work. 
ing, &c.' The Greek negative adverb, howe,:er, here employed, would 
forbid this interpretation of the passage, if we suppose it to be strictly 
used. The reference would then be general, to any such, including, of 
course, the case of Abraham,-to any one who, independently of works, 
belic,cs in Goel, &c. Nevertheless, the former interpretation seems so 
natural, that it is most probable that St. Paul uses the negatiYe here, as in 
Hellenistic Greek, without strict classical accuracy. And of this we haYe 
other instances in i. 28, ii. 14, iv. 19. 

127. v. 6. Just as David also speaks of, &c. 'So David also speaks 
very plainly of forgh·eness of sin being free and gracious and uncondition­
al.' The Apostle evidently considers this forgiYeness of sin to be identical 
with justification, 01· pronouncing to be righteous; and ha,ing spoken of 
the 'blessedness' of receiving the one, he goes on at once, in the next 
verse, to speak of the 'blessedness' of receh·ing the other. In other words, 
the work of justification is not completed once for all, when we are brought 
near to Goel as righteous creatures, redeemed and reconciled in the Son of 
His Lo,e. It is going 011 continually, through the Life of our Lord. fa 
Him God still looks on us as children, and sets us up again as righteous 
creatures, notwithstanding our numerous falls. He still receives us as 
children, forgives, and blesses us, after each of our sinful wanderings, when­
ever we return to confess our fault before IIim, and look by living faith 
unto Him, whom He Himself has set forth as 'the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole world.' 

CHAP. IV. 9-12. 

(9) This blessing, then, is it upon the Circumci­
sion, or upon the U ncircumcision also ? vV e say, now, 
that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 
(10) How then was it reckoned ? when he was in cir­
cumcision, or in uncircumcision ? Not in circumcision, 
but in uncircumcision. (11) And he received the sign 
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which lie had in his uncircmncision : so as to be the 
father of all that believe in a state of uncircumcision, 
that the righteousness may be reckoned to them also; 
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(12) and the father of circumcision, to those who are 
not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the 
steps of the faith of our father Abraham, which lie had 
in his uncircumcision. 

KOTE.3. 

128. v. 9. 'I7tis blessing, tlten, c.f:c. 'These words of blessing, then, 
which David utters,-which were meant for him, aud Abraham, and all 
devout Jews, by the free grace of God remitting all their sins, and pro­
nouncing them to be righteous, though in themselves unrighteous,-are 
they confined, as by an act of special favour, to the circumcised, so that 
the Jew may have reason to think himself exclusi,ely entitled to them, or, 
at all events, may require the Gentile to accept circumcision, and become 
himself a Jew, before he could partake of the blessedness? Far from it. 
Abraham himself rccei rnd the announcement of his being righteous, while 
yet uncircumcised ; and his circumcision was but a sign and seal of the 
grace already bestowed upon him, just as Baptism is to a Christian.' 

'The argument may seem slight to us; it was forcible to the Jew. The 
state, which was odious and almost loathsome to him, was the state in 
which the father of the faithful found favour "·ith God.' Jowett. 

Manifestly, then, th~ gift of God's righteousness does not depend on 
circumcision. 

129. v. 12. but w!to also walk, d:c. St. Paul here strikes his blows 
again at the root of the three principles of Judaism, by the example of 
Abraham himself. 

(1) Righteousness is the free gift of God, to be recei,ed by faith, not 
by works : for .Abraham's faith, not his circumcision or any other work, 
was counted to him for righteousness. 

(2) Righteousness could not be claimed by the Je"Ws exclusirnly by rea­
son of their covenant relations "With God : for Abraham was pronounced 
righteous, not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

(3) Righteousness could not be received by the Je"Ws differently from 
other men, by any preference or partial judgment. For those, and those 
alone, will be pronounced true children of Abraham, and, therefore, heirs 
of the promises, "Whether circumcised or uncircumcised, who walk in the 
steps of his faith, while yet uncircumcised. 
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CHAP. IV. 13-21. 

(13) For not under a state of law was the promise 
given to Abraham, or to his seed, that he should be 
heir of the world, but under a state of righteousness of 
faith. (14) For, if those, who are of law, be heirs, the 
faith has been made void, and the promise has been 
done away. (15) For the law worketh out wrath ; 
since, where there is no law, there is no transgression 
either. (16) Therefore it is of faith, that so it m~y be 
by grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the 
seed, not to that of the Law only, but also to that of 
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,­
(17) (As it is written, 'I have made thee the father of 
many nations,')-in the presence of Him whom he be­
lieved, God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth things 
not in being as if in being ; (18) who, beyond hope, 
believed in hope, so as to become the father of many 
nations, according to that which was said, 'So shall thy 
seed be.' (19) And, not being weak in faith, he regard­
ed not his own body now grown dead, being somewhere 
about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's 
womb. (20) At God's promise be staggered not in un­
belief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
God, (21) and being fully persuaded that, what He 
has promised, He is able also to perform. 

KOTES. 

130. v. 13. not in a stale of law was tlte promise given to Abraham. 
The promises, Gen. xv. 7, &c., upon which the Jews relied, as the charter 
of their greatness, were not gi,en to Abraham, when he was in a state of 
law,-under the law of circumcision, or under any such law as that of 
Moses,-but when he had the righteousness of faith; be h:id simply trust-
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ed in God, and, so trusting, had been pronounced to be righteous of God's 
free grace. St. Paul here adopts the usual J cwish interpretation of these 
promises, which enlarged the meauing of the words 'this land,' 'the land 
which thou scest,' to include the whole world. He may have done this 
naturally from his own Jewish training, because accustomed to it, and be­
cause it was a notion so familiar to his J cwish readers. But he, doubtless, 
in his own mind spiritualizcd the promise, to mean that the true seed 
of Abraham, all true believers, shall, like the peacemakers, ' inherit the 
earth,' ham the full, rich, enjoyment of all things in earth and heaven:­
some being able to say, in the highest sense, ' All things arc ours, for we 
are Christ's, and Christ is God's ; ' but all, in every nation, who arc walk­
ing in the steps of Abraham, that is, who are walking patiently in the path 
of duty according to the light vouchsafed to them, receiving God's blessed 
gift, 11ot earned by their works, poor and unworthy at the best, but be­
stowed by His free grace-being made partakers, each in their measure, 
of the peace of God's children, which passes understanding, and which 
they would uot exchange for all the power and riches of the world. 

131. v. 14. if those who ai·e of law be heirs, c.f:c. If only those arc to 
partake of the blessing, who shall have first deserved it, by keeping the re­
quirements of law, whether written or not, there is an end to the promise 
given to Abraham, and his faith, 'the faith,' that was reckoned to him for 
righteousness, is made void. For the law, with its holy requirements, 
which we arc utterly unable to keep as they ought to be kept, would make 
it hopeless for any man, and therefore, would have made it hopeless for 
Abraham himself, to obtain the inheritance. The promise made to him 
would have been a mere mockery, and his faith, which had been so com­
manded, would after all have been fruitless and void. 

132. v. 15. the law worketh out wrath. Our own consciences, having 
some sense of law, condemn us too frequently, working wrath. But 'the 
law,' the clearer and fuller revelation of God's holy will, 'worketlt out 
wrath '-enlightens our eyes, quickens our consciences, makes us more 
deeply sensible of our utter inability to carry out that perfect will, leaves 
us helplessly condemned. 

133. v. 15. whei·e t!tc1·e is no law, thei-e is no ti-ansg1·ession eit!te1·. 
,vithout law of some kincl, there is no tram;grcssion. The essence of all 
sin is to break a known law. Hence, many of the acts of young children, 
lunatics, &c., though wrong, yet being done in necessary ignorance of a 
law to the contrary, arc not transgressions, arc not sins. So, too, under 
the Jewish dispensation, many wrong things were done, aud permitted­
sometimes even, commanded-in the llfosaic law, (such as the contracting 
polygamic marriages, concubinage, divorce, slavery, wholesale butchery of 

5 
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unoffending persons captured in war, a man's killing his slat"e, 'for he ia 
his money,' Ex. xxi. 21, &c.,) which were not transgressions of any known 
law, and, therefore, were not sinful then, however now condemned by the 
letter or spirit of Christianity. And so, too, among the ignorant heathen, 
many things arc practised, which, howeYer offensive in the eyes of a white 
man and a Christian, are not transgressions of God's knmrn Law, and are 
not reckoned as sins in the sight of Him, who seo.rchcth the hearts and 
judgeth righteously the children of men, until that Law is brought home 
to their hearts and consciences by the teaching of Ilis own Good Spi1·it, 
not merely reiterated in their ears, with the voice of authority, by the lips 
of a }Iissionary, laying down the law to them, often with most obscure and 
defective utterance, in some difficult native tongue, upon matters of the 
deepest personal and social interest. Among the reproofs that will be 
passed 'in that clay,' arc there none that will justly belong to us, Christians 
and Missionaries, for the harsh uncharitable, juclgments which we have 
passed in our arrogant self-confidence upon our heathen fellow-men? 

134. v. lG. therefol'e it is of faith, that so it may be by grace, c:f:c. 
Therefore God bas graciously willed it to be of faith, as a favour, a free 
gift of His Love, that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not de­
pending on man's hopeless endeavours to work out a righteousness for 
himself. 'It' is of faith : what is? The Apostle does not fill up the sense. 
\Ve may supply 'the inheritance,' or 'the promise,' or 'the whole,' or, 
better still, perhaps, 'the righteousness,' of which he has been speaking all 
along, and to which he has just made a fresh reference in v. 13. 

135. v. 17. as it is written, cf:c. This is an adaptation of Gen. x.ii. 5 
to St. Paul's present purpose. Or, rather, he spiritualiscs the expression, 
'many nations,' which in the original promise referred to the various 
tribes, that sprung literally from the loins of Abraham, in descent from 
Isaac, Ishmael, and his other sons. 

136. v. 17. in the presence of Him, d.,·c. The Patriarch, Abraham, 
stands at this moment as the father and type of all bciie,ing souls, in every 
age, past, present, or to come, under all circumstances, in the sight of that 
God, who looks upon the future as present, and when lie says, 'I lwi•e 
made thee, &c.,' already has called into being, as it were, before Ilim, 
' things which are not.' 

137. v. 17. quickeneth the dead. The reference appears to be to the 
quickening both of Abraham, 'already dead,' and of Sarah's womb. 

138. v. 18. beyond hope, that is, beyond all hope. 
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CHAP. IV. 22-25. 

(22) Wherefore also it was 'reckoned to him for 
righteousness.' (23) But it was not written with a view 
to him alone, that it was reckoned to him, (24) but with 
a view to us also, to whom it is to be reckoned, who 
believe on Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, (25) who was dcliverecl with a view to our faults, 
and raised with a view to our justifying. 

NOTES. 

139. v. 22. 1·eckoned to him fo1· righteousness. The quotation is from 
Gen. xv. 4. 

140. v. 24. wlto raised up Jesus oui· Lord flom tlte dead. Let it be 
noted that the Scriptures do not speak of our Lord rising by His own in­
herent power from the grave, of His exerting His own Divine ;ilight to 
break the bars of death asunder. The language of the Bible is again and 
again, as here, 'God raised Rim from the dead.' Thus 'He was raised by 
the glory of the Father,' Rom. vi. 4, 'Him God bath raised up,' Acts ii. 24, 
'This Jesus hath God raisecl up,' Acts ii. 32, 'whom God hath raised from 
the dead,' Acts iii. 15, 'God, having raised up Ilis Son Jesus,' Acts iii. 26, 
'God that raised Him from the clead, and gave llim glory,' 1 Peter i. 21. 
This is our consolation, to know that He, the Son of }fan, went down to 
the grani, as we must do, trusting in God, and God did deliver Him-Him, 
our great Head and Chief, our Elder Brother. This is our great comfort, 
the nry ground of our hope, to know that a Ilfan in our nature, a perfect 
Man, a pure, loving, and true-hearted Ilian, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, granted to Him freely, without stint or measure, according to the 
greatness of the work for which He was sent into the world,-(and that 
same gracious help will be granted as freely to us, in our measure also, as 
we need it, in proportion to the work which God calls each one of us also 
to do for Ilim in the world,)-was enabled to persevere to the end, trust­
ing in God, as any one of us must do, and thereby says the Apostle (Ileb. 
ii. 13) giving the plainest sign of His perfect oneness of brotherhood with 
us; to know that, at last, through the same Eternal Spirit helping Him, 
He gave up, in obedient faith, the mortal life, which lie had taken for our 
sakes, iu obedience to His Father's Will, commending His Spirit into the 
gracious Ilands of Ilim who lo,cd Ilim, with the cry, 'It is finished ! ' and 
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then, further, to know that, by raising Him thus from the dead, God has 
declared by a mighty sign to us all, that the work of our redemption is, 
indeed, completed, that as lie had died with reference to our sins, so now 
lie has been raised with reference to our justification. 

141. v. 25. u·ho was delive1·ed, that is, not merely to the suffering of 
death, but to the whole work of humiliation, which culminated in Ilis 
Death, reaching from the hour of His Conception to that of Ilis Res­
urrection. 

142. ,. 25. u·ho was delivered with a -view to our faults. The ex­
pression 'for our sius,' in the English Version is very ambiguous, and 
allows all kinds of conjectures to be made by the English reader, as to the 
way in which our Blessed Lord may be said to have been ' delivered for 
our sins,' or ' rather for our faults.' :For, let it be obser,ed that the Greek 
word here used is a ,cry mild one to express 'sius: ' in Liddell and Scott's 
Lexicon, the meaning of the singular noun is given, ' a falling beside, a 
false step, blunder.' It expresses, therefore, all the slips and errors, in­
tentional or otherwise, those arising from infirmity and ignorance, as well 
as from wilful transgression, which the whole human race can commit. 
' ,vith a view to' these, our Lord was dcli,crcd. The Greek expression is 
precisely the same in the two clauses of the verse-' IIe was delivered 
with a view to our faults; He was raised with a view to our justifying.' 
Whatc,·er, therefore, may be said in other passages, yet from this now be­
fore us, (however naturally it might be drawn from the English Version,) 
no inference can be drawn that our blessed Lord was delivered for our 
sins, in the sense of bearing the burden of them, suffering the punishment 
due to them, &c., any more than it can be inferred that He was raised for 
our justification, in the sense of bearing the burden of it, &c. In fact, the 
Greek preposition here used is precisely the same as that which is used in 
v. 23, 24, and used similar with an accusative,-' it was not written with a 
view to him alone, .... but with a -view to us also.' In what sense our 
Lord was delivered specially with a view to our sins, the Apostle does not 
here stop to unfold. We shall find this fully stated further on. 

143. Y. 25. mised with a view to our justifying, that is, the justifica­
tion of us, our being justified. By thus raising our Lord from the death, 
our Heavenly Father gave us a sign that the at-one-ment or reconciliation 
was completed, that our Head was accepted as having finished the work 
which Ilis Father had gi,cn IIim to do, and in Him we too are accepted. 
Bis words arc still limited, iudeed, to those who consciously believe. But 
in the ucxt chapter he goes on to extend the boundless grace, manifested 
in the Gospel, to the whole human race. 
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CHAP. V. 1-11. 

(1) Made righteous then out of faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ; (2) by whom 
also we have had the access through faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and glory in hope of the glory of 
God. (3) And not only so, but we glory also in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation worketh out en­
durance, ( 4) and endurance experience, and experience 
hope ; ( 5) and hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
Love of Goel l1as been shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which was given us. (6) For, while we 
were yet weak, Christ at the clue time died on behalf 
of the ungodly. (7) For hardly on behalf of a right­
eous man will one die ; hardly, I say, for, perhaps, on 
behalf of the good man one is ready to die. (8) But 
God establishes His love to us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died on our behalf. (9) Much more 
then, being made righteous now through His Blood, 
shall we be saved through Him from the wrath. 
(10) For if, being enemies, we were at-oned to God by 
the Death of His Son, much more having been at-onecl, 
shall we be saved through His Life; (11) and-nut only 
so~ but also glorying in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received the at-one­
ment. 

NOTES. 

144. v. 1. made righteous then out of faith. Made righteous, pro­
nounced to be righteous, out of faith, not out of works-of God's free 
grace, not for any claims of birth, not for our own deservings in any way 
-we ha,e peace with God, we are assured of His fa,·our to us, we know 
that He loves us, that He Himself is our Father and Friend. 
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Note well that the idea which the Apostle connects inseparably with 
the use of this word 'faith,' and has principally before his Olllllil, mind at all 
times, is uot so much that of the believer's subjective activity in layiug 
hold consciously of the promises, as that of the objective existence of those 
promises, as the free gift of God's grace, to be received simply as such, 
not claimed as a due, in consequence of birth or of works. So in the 
wilderness it might have been said of the great body of the Israelites, 
'Saved then by merely looking at the brazen serpent, not by any long and 
doubtful medical process,'-where the main thing intended to be markecl 
is not so much the act of him who looks, as if that had any worth in it, 
but the net of grace which gave him such a simple means of recovery. It 
is necessary to note this, because the Apostle's wortls might be understood 
to mean that none arc justified, except they have conscious faith in God's 
promises in Christ J csus,-by which, in fact, the justification is made after 
all an affair of ' works.' Ilut, of course, the Apostle believed, at all 
events, that young baptized children were justified, though they cannot 
have faith. It is plain, therefore, that he is speaking in this passage only 
of adult Christians,-of the access they have had into the actual realisation 
and enjoyment of the state of grace in which they stand, (and not they 
only, but the whole human race, though as yet the mass of mankind do 
not realise and enjoy it,) of their comfort and peace in the midst of their 
tribulations,-of thefr sense of God's Love, shed abroad in their hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, as they come more and more to know Him,-of tl1efr joy in 
God Himself, when consciously recognised as iheir reconciled, or rather, 
reconciling, Father and Friend. In the latter part of this chapter, how­
ever, St. Paul extends the gift of righteousness through Christ Jesus to 
the whole human race. 

145. v. 2. by whom also we have liad the access by faith, &c. The 
Apostle distinguishes throughout two parts of our Blessed Lord's ,vork, the 
one corn plcted in the culminating act of Ilis Death, the other commenced 
at His Resurrection, and carried on now by His Life-the one having 
reference to our sins, the other to our justification. So here, by the whole 
work of our Lord upon earth, summed up in His Death, 'we have had 
access,'-still 'by faith,' that is, by trusting in God's Goodness, not in 
any deserts of our own-' into this state of grace,' of at-one-ment or re­
conciliation, ' in which we stand ;' by this God declared to us that, though 
in ourselves 'weak,' 'sinners,' ' enemies,' He yet regards us as llis 
children, having sent His own dear Son to take our nature, to become a. 
true Brother of our race, and, as such, to share our woes to the uttermost, 
even that which we should otherwise, as sinners, have reason to dread 
with utter horror, the bitter woe of death ; by this He has at-oned, recon-
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cilcd, brought us near, to Himself. And now, being thus rought near, 
we arc kept near. We have peace maintained with God, notwithstanding 
our daily faults and falls, by the life which our Brother-Man, our Head 
and King, now lives for us. Because Re has been raised from the dead, 
and God has set Ilim at His own right hand in the heavenly places, ever 
to appear in His Presence for ns, we know that we are still justified, that 
we arc still recognised as God's children, that our Father indeed loves us, 
haYing given us into Ilis dear Son's lland for time and for eternity. We 
know that our hope of maintaining that freedom of access, which our 
Lord's work on earth was God's appointed means of assuring to us, is thus 
secured, by the gracious provision of our Heavenly Father, from all fear 
of being cut off, by reason of our deficiency of works. It does not depend 
on them or on us-on our frames or feelings, doings 01· dcscrts,-but on 
Fatherly Lorn of God toward us. 

In one word, we have a peace akin to that, which the children of a 
loving earthly parc1~t may have in the sense of their security. They may, 
indeed, do wrong-they may turn to be disobedient or prodigal. But they 
are still objects of bis tender regard. If chastened and corrected, they 
will be dealt with as children, not outcasts. If e,·en lost to their home 
for a season or altogether, it will be a thing to break their parent's heart, 
not satiate his anger. The pain, which such a father would feel at the loss 
of his child, will abundantly justify his loving embrace, when he goes out 
to meet the returning penitent, and falls upon his neck and kisses him. 
He can thus pour out upon him a free and full forgiveness, which in his 
heart he had ready from the first, without any stain being left upon his 
character, for not dealing justly with his other children. But they, the 
dutiful and lo,·ing children of the family, will enjoy a settled peace in the 
assurance of their father's love, a peace which comes from a simple, child­
like, trustful dependence-in other words, from faith-not from any thing 
they have done to draw it forth or deserve it. The difference between 
tltis irnaginat·y case and ours is that we have first to be assured that God is 
our Father, that He docs love us, fallen and sinful creatures as we are, 
most truly and tenderly. And though, it is true, a thousand gentle signs 
in nature indicate this,-' the rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness,'-thc flower by the wayside, the beauty 
which covers the earth, the sea, and the sky, and which our eyes are made 
to behold, and our hearts to enjoy-yet the reassuring and convincing 
proof of it, amidst all life's changes and chances, and, above all, under 
the e,·er-decpening sense of His perfect holiness and our utter unworthi­
ness, is the great Sacrifice of Love, which He Himself has provided for us, 
and of "·hich the .Apostle will speak more freely presently. 
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146. v. 2. and glory in ltope of tlte glory of God. ' Reconciled and 
at peace with God, and assured of the permanency of this at-one-ment, 
we too can now glory, not as the Jew glories, with a self-confident, mis­
taken notion of his right to claim a share in God's Kingdom, from some 
supposed merit in himself, or his forefathers, but with a humble, yet as­
sured, trust, in our Father's Goodness. "\Ve can triumph in the hope of 
the glory of God, a glory this, such as ' eye bath not seen, nor car heard, 
nor man's heart conceived, but which God bath prepared for them that 
love Him.' 

147. v. 3. we glory in ow· tl'ibulations also. 'Yes, and our very 
tribulations, (the pronoun here expressing the Greek article, and implying 
the certainty that we shall have such tribulations,) so far from being signs 
that our Father docs not love or care for us, arc the very things which 
bring home the sense and assurance of His Love more completely to our 
hearts. For' tribulation worketh endurance,' as practice forms the ath­
lete, hardships in the field the soldier, ocean-buffetings the mariner, each, 
after being exercised, being now able to endure more steadily, having ac­
quired the habit of endurance, not being now ready to quail and faint at 
the first sign of danger and difficulty. And ' endurance works experience,' 
trial, proof of om· faith, of its real power to sustain us in the time of our 
need. And this' experience works in us hope,' a firm trust that we shall 
be sustained even to the end, whatever calls of duty may be made upon us, 
whatever greater trials may await us than any we have yet encountered. 
And this 'hope doth not shame us,' put us to the blush, before ourselves 
or before the world, by foiling us, and disappointing us, in our season of 
extremity. Why ? How do we know this? Why are we sure of it, so 
as to assert it confidently, not merely of time past, but of all times, of the 
permanent state of our spirit's life? Because we arc sure of God's love to 
us, which will not fail us ; because that Love, the sense and assurance of 
it, has been ' shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which was 
given to us.' 

148. v. 6. for, while we wei-e yet weak, Ohtist at tlie due time died on 
behalf of tlte ungodly. For here is the plain convincing evidence of the 
wondrous Love, with which our faithful Creator has loved us, that He 
gave His Son for us, not as good, and loving, obedient creatures, but as 
sinners. As St. John also writes, 'Herein is Love, not that we loved God, 
but that God loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.' 'The point of these words is not that, while we were yet sinners, 
Clttist died for us, but rather that the Love of God (in sending Him), 
like that of a parent to a child, was called forth by our helplessncS.9.' 
Jowett. 
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149. v. 6. at the due time, at God's appointed time, 'in the fulness of 
time.' 

150. v. 6. on behalf of. Once for all let it be stated distinctly, there 
is not a single passage iu the whole of the New Testament, whieh supports 
the <logma of modem theology, that onr Lord died for our sins, iJ! the sense 
of dying instead of us, dying in ow· place, or <lying so as to bear tlte punish­
ment 01· penalty of our sins. It is often said that He died /01· us, He died 
for our sins; but the Greek preposition, here rendered by 'for,' neve1·, in 
auy single instance, means 'in our stead,' but 'on our behalf,' as in this 
passage. The distinction is well shown in the following passage from 
Xenophon's Anabasis, VII. 9, 10. 'So Scuthes inquired, '·what, would 
you be willing, Episthenes, to die (hype,·) on behalf of this youth?' And 
he, having stretched out his neck, said, 'Strike, if the youth bids it, and 
will feel obliged.' Seuthcs went 011 to ask the youth, 'if he should strike 
him (anti) instead of him.' 

In the above extract, the first question is merely whether Episthcnes 
would be willing to lay down his life in any way on behalf of the boy, not 
to die in his place. The use of the former preposition does not exclude the 
idea of the latter, but docs not necessarily include it. In fact Episthenes 
might ha,·c died in battle on belialf of the youth, and yet the youth be 
killed after all. If, therefore, in any other parts of Scripture, it were laid 
down distinctly that our Lord died in our stead, the 'for' in such express­
ions as that now before us would have to be interpreted accordingly. But 
the fact is that there is no such statement in the whole of Scripture. The 
common modern dogma has probably arisen from following the English 
Version without due attention to the Greek original. 

The real meaning of the expression 'He died for us,' or 'He died for 
our sins,' is this, 'He died on our behalf,' 'He died for our sakes,' 'IIe died 
to help us in respect to our sins.' Just so, we have St. Peter saying, John 
xiii. 17, 'I will lay down my life Jo,· thee,' for thy sake, on thy behalf, in 
thy defence; and so St. Paul says, Rom. xvi. 4, 'they laid down their 
necks Jo,· my life,' in defence of my life, on my behalf. 

And the truth is that our Blessed Lord certainly, whatever he did, did 
not 'die in our stead.' If it be spiritual death, which is meant, as the 
doom of our sins, we know that He did not die spiritually at all, and, 
therefore, did not die .in our stead. If it Le physical death which is meant, 
He did die that death for our sakes, but not in our stead, for we must all 
die that death still. 

151. v. 7. a 1·igliteous man .... the good man. There seems to be a 
distinction of meaning intended in the use of the two Greek words, trans­
lated here by 'righteous' and 'good.' The 'good, man, the brave a.nd 

5* 
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good, indicates a nobler character, more likely to win esteem and warm 
affection, than the 'righteous,'-thc merely upright and just. 

152. v. s. But Goel establishes Hi.~ Love to us. Let this be noted: it 
is Goel Himself, who establishes, makes sure, His Love to us, in giving up 
His own dear Son for us. 'All things are of God.' • 

153. v. 9. much more, then, being justified now through His Blood, 
shall u-e be saved through Him from the wrat/1,-that is, from the wrath of 
which he has been speaking all along, as declared not in the law only, but 
in our own consciences, against all acts of our lives which have been con­
sciously evil, as, the best must confess with shame, too many of theirs ha,e 
been. 

154. "'I". 0. through Him, that is, through His Life, now that He has 
been raised from the dead, and ever Ii Yes to act as our llcad and King, and 
make intercession for us at God's right hand. 

The Apostle brings out again distinctly the two parts of our Lord's 
work. (l) "r c 'have access,' are brought near, reconciled, at-oncd, justi­
fied, pronounced righteous, through His Blood, in which expression is 
summed up His whole life of humiliation on earth, fr?m the womb to the 
gra,c. (2) We shall be saved through llis Life, His ever living to appear 
in the presence of God for us, from that wrath, which (i. 18) is revealed 
from God upon all wilful evil, and which, our consciences tell us, as well 
as the Bible, is deserved by each fresh act of sin we daily commit, sin not 
of mere ignorance and infirmity, but sin committed, as alas ! we all do 
commit it, against the Light, and our better knowledge of the pure and 
holy will of God. V{e shall be saved, daily and hourly, from that wrath, 
by ha,ing our faults freely pardoned for His sake, when confessed and re­
pented of, 'our unrighteousness forgiven and our sins covered.' Frail and 
faulty as we arc, we shall still be looked upon and dealt with as children 
in Him our living Head. His perfect obedience is that which God looks 
at, and in Him is He well-pleased, and with us in Him. Our Hea,cnly 
Father has given us all, as younger children of the House, into the hands 
of our Elder Brother, who, by His 01\'n course of submission and self-sacri­
ficing lo,e, will instruct and guide us; and He will keep us to the end, 
teaching us to do more and more perfectly the will of God in this life, and 
helping us to our joyful resurrection through the gra,e and gate of death, 
which we need not fear to enter, since He has gone before. Though 'the 
wrath' is still there, and ever will be, burning for e,er fiercely, while there 
is any such evil to be dernured by it-the wrath revealed against all " un­
righteousness of such as keep down the truth in iniquity,'-yet we are 
safely sheltered from that wrath in the Love of our Lord. 

Of course, the Apostle will have presently to guard this precious doc-
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trine from antinomian perversion. He here assumes that we are yielding 
to be embraced by that Love, not wilfully fighting with it, persisting in that 
which om· own hearts know to be evil, and as such to be working death 
in us. 

155. v. 10. enemies, that is, not hated by Goel, or hateful to Him, but 
ho;:tile to Him, as in Col. i. 21. 

156. v. 10. we were 1·cconciled lo God by the death of His Son. The 
language of St. Paul is, 'God bath reconciled us to Himself by the death 
of His Son.' 'God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.' It 
is not Ile who needs to be reconciled to us; for He lo,es us all along. It 
is we, poor, sinstricken creatures, who need to be reconciled, brought 
back, to Him. And, in order to this, as the first step to this, we need to 
be assured of His Lore to u;;. And He has gi ,·en the most conYincing 
proof of it, in that He sent His own dear Son to take part with us alto­
gether, in all except our sin, in our weaknesses and trials and temptations, 
and in that which is the very horror of our souls,-that which is the conse­
quence of sin in our nature,-by which Siu, as a hateful tyrant, having 
power to inflict it upon us, triumphs and lords it, as it were, o,er our whole 
race-through dread of which so many all thci1· li,cs are kept in a state of 
anguish, subject to bondage-which nothing but a firm trust in God's 
Fatherly, forgiring Mercy, and reconciling Love, can make us face without 
terror :-He sent Him to take part in our death. And that death He 
shared, not worn out with the decrepitude of age, wearied with life's toils, 
and with the framework of the body already crumbling down and decaying 
-not after long sickness, wearying out its strength and deadening its sen­
sibilities; but in the prime of life, in the fulness and vigom· of manhood, 
under the most distressing circumstances, persecuted, betrayed, forsaken, 
rejccted,-Ilc the pure and meek, the lo,ing and innocent, rejected for the 
outlaw, the man of violence and blood,-condemned by an iniquitous judg­
ruent, •with bitter shame, contempt, and mockery, sentenced to suffer cruel 
pain and anguish,-and all this done, and His precious blood shed, by those 
,rborn He had come to lJlcss and save. 

This wns the Sacrifice of faith and obedience, offered by One in our na­
ture, and perfect unto the end, which our Father's Loving \Visdom had 
prepared. In this way our Lord took part with that death, which sin had 
brought upon us all. As He came to take our nature, and to become one 
with us, whom He was pleased to call His brethren, it was needful also that 
He should pay the debt of nature, the debt which Sin (according to the Apos­
tle's bold personification in the next chapter) had the right to demand of 
Ilim, if He was really willing to be a true Son of Man. And now that He, 
our llcad, has paid that debt, we are free. \Ve are made partakers of Ilis 
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death, are reckoned to have died, to have paid this deabt of sin, because 
He died. This is the doctrine of St. Paul. W c shall die, indeed, still, but 
no longer as paying a debt which we owe to Sin, no longer as incurring a 
part of the curse of our fallen nature. The sting of death is taken away 
for us. We shall die now because our Father wills it, He wills that all His 
children shall pass, as their elder Brother has passed before them, through 
death unto life. 

But we are anticipating here the matter, which the Apostle will bring 
before us more fully in the next chapter. Let the expression, however, 
once more be noted. The .Apostle does not say that God is reconciled to 
us by the Death of His Son, but that we are reconciled to God. The differ­
ence in the meaning of these two expressions is infinite. It is our unwill­
ingness, fear, distrust, that is taken away by the revelation of God's Love 
to us in His Son. There is nothing now to prevent our going, with the 
prodigal of old, and throwing ourselves at His Feet, and saying, 'Father, I 
have sinned; but Thou art Love.' 

157. v. 11. and not only so, but also glorying in God, cf:c. Not only 
so, says St. Paul, not only 'reconciled,' it is too cold a word to use when 
we speak of our relation to God in Christ Jesus. We too, like the Jews, 
can triumph and glory in God IIimself, as our Father and God-in all His 
Excellencies and Perfections, in all the wonders of llis Power and Wisdom 
and Goodness. 

'"\Ye boast of our recovered powers; 
Lords are we of the land and floods ; 

And earth, and heaven, and all, is ours, 
And we arc Christ's, and Christ is God's.' 

J. Wesley. 

But we do this, not confiding in anything in ourselves, as meriting His 
regard or claiming His special favour; we do it 'through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom we have now received,' had giYen us, 'the reconciliation,' 
by whom God Himself has now 'at-oned' us, brought us back unto Himself. 

158. v. 11. we hai•e now 1·eceived the at-one-ment. It is very unfortu­
nate that the true meaning of the word atonement, which occurs in this pas­
sage in the English Version, namely, at-one-ment, or reconciliation, should 
be so commonly lost sight of, and the notion introduced of something paid 
dov,-n to atone (as it is said), or compensate, to God, or, at least, to recon­
cile Goel to ~ts, for our sins. But the English reader should remember that 
the word is identically the same i~ the Greek, as that which has just b~fore 
been twice rendered in the English Version, ' reconciled.' .And, as bas 
been said already, St. Pau! is not speaking of anything being done to recon­
cile God to us, but of what _God bas done to reconcile us to Himself; and 
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so we find him speaking of our receiving the reconciliation or at-one-ment, 
as a gift from our Father's Love. 

CHAP. V. 12-21. 

(12) Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and through sin death, and so death went through­
out unto all men, for that all sin ;-(13) For, previously 
to law, sin was in the world; but it is not reckoned as 
sin, if there be no law. (14) Yet death reigned from 
Adam until l\:Ioses, and upon those who sinned not 
after the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is 
the figure of the One to come. (15) But, not as the 
fault, so also is the free gift. For, if by the fault of 
the one the many died, much more the grace of God, 
and the gift by grace, the grace of the one man Jesus 
Christ, abounded unto the many. (16) And, not as it 
was by one that sinned, so is the gift. For the judg­
ment was out of one fault, unto a sentence of condem­
nation; but the free gift is out of many faults, unto a 
sentence of justification. (17) For, if through the fault 
of the one, death reigned through the one, much more 
they, who receive the abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness, shall reign in life through the one, 
Jesus Christ.-(18) So then, just as through one fault, 
,i:t passed unto all men, unto condemnation, so also, 
through one righteous act, it passed unto all men, unto 
justification of life. (19) For, just as through the 
disobedience of the one man, the many were rendered 
sinners, so also by the obedience of the one shall the 
many be made righteous. (20) But law came in by 
the way, so that the fault abounded. But, where sin 
abounded, grace over-abounded ; (21) that, as sin 
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reigned through death, so grace also should reign 
through righteousness, unto Eternal Life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

NOTES. 

150. v. 12. th1·ough sin, death. Geological discoveries abundantly 
show that 11ot only was death in the world before man's sin, but that pain 
was in the world, brute force and violence, fierce, ravenous, animals de­
stroying one another, the strong preying upon the weak, the lion upon the 
lamb. All the notions, then, which arc imbibed so unfortunately in child­
hood from that noblest of poems, but nursery of bad theology, the Pamdise 
Lost, about the effect of the Fall of Man upon the animal creation, must be 
disc,trded. Half a century ago, it l"l"Ould have exposed a writer to the 
charge of heresy or infidelity to have said this, to have asserted that all 
death did not come into the world in consequence of Adam's sin; just as 
two centuries before, it might have brought a philosopher to the stake, to 
have persisted in asserting that the earth went round the sun, and not the 
opposite, as the Scripture states it. It is possible that St. Paul entertained 
this notion himself, namely, of all death ha,ing come into the world by 
siu. :For ,re have no reason to expect 8Cientific knowledge of any kind, 
beyond that of the people of his age, in a Scripture writer. It is not in 
this way, by securing an historian, or prophet, or evangelist, or apostle, 
from all errors of detail in matters either of science or of fact, that the 
power of the Di vine Spirit is exhibited in Scripture. The 'spirit and the life,' 
which breathes throughout the Holy Book,-that which speaks to the- heart, 
and touches the main springs of being in a man,-that which teaches him 
what is pure and true and loving, and gives him living bread to feed upon 
in the secrets of bis own spiritual consciousness,-this is the work of God's 
Spirit, these arc the 'words which the Holy Ghost tcacbeth,'-not a mere 
historical narrative, or a table of genealogies, or a statement of scientific 
facts, cosmological, geological, astronomical, or any other, in all which 
matters the books of the Holy Scriptures must be tested by the ordinary 
rules, which critical sagacity would apply to any other human compositions. 
So it is quite possible that St. Paul himself may have entertained the erro­
neous notion, so common among the best Christians within the memory of 
the present generation. But the passage before us, perhaps, is hardly 
enough to show this. He goes on to speak of ' death passing upon' all 
mankind; and we may therefore fairly assume that in saying that death 
'came by sin,' he is t!tinking, at all events, only of death as entering the 
world for man by reason of the first mau's sin, 
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160. v. 12. for that all sin. The Greek Aorist should be rendered by 
this form of the English Present (sec note 110). The expression does not 
imply, of course, that 'all arc sinning' at tllis moment, but is nearly equiv­
alent to saying 'all arc ~inners.' 

lGI. v. 13. For, prci•iously to law, sin was in the u·ol'ld. The Apostle 
Lreaks off his scntc11cc here, with a kind of long parcnthcsis, extending to 
the c11d of v. 17, when be resumes again, in\·. 18, the language of v. 13, 
in slightly modified terms. He appears to have been led into the digres­
sion in consequence of his last expression 'for that all sin,' remembering 
that be had just before laid it down (iv. 15) that 'where there is no law, 
there is no transgression,' and that, consequently, it may seem contra­
dictory now to include in one general formula, as sinners, (in the phrase, 
'all sin,') all human beings wbatsoe\·cr-infants, youn gchildrcn, and lu­
natics, as well as rational a<lults,-ignorant and untutored heathens, as well 
as intelligent and well-instructed Jews and Christians. He stops short, 
therefore, for a few moments to clear up this point, and says, 'For, before 
law was given,' (the context shows that be is speaking of u•;·itten law, and 
especially the }Iosaic law,) ' sin was in the world '-men did wrong, they 
went astray from the right path, in other words, they sinned (for the Greek 
word, translated 'sin,' means 'an erring from, a missing of t.he path'). 
Still, where there is no law, it is not reckoned properly as sin; it cannot 
pl'Opcrly be called sin; it cannot be regarded as hadng in it the true 
essence of that sin, against which God's wrath is revealed, presumptuous, 
\'l"ilful sin, committed against light and better knowledge, which is called 
by the Psalmist the 'great transgression.' God ' winks at,' and in Ilis 
mercy overlooks, the ' times of ignorance.' N evcrtheless, it was sin-a 
departure from the path of righteousness and life. And this we sec, be­
cause all died ; 'death reigned,' all along the stream of time, ' from Adam 
down to Moses,' all the while before the Mosaic law was given, and onward, 
-yes, 'and o,er those who did not sin' knowingly and wilfully, 'after the 
likeness of Adam's transgression,' over infants, and young children, an<l 
lunatics, &c., all inheriting a fallen natUl'c, as born of Adam, ull prone of 
themselves to sin, as fallen creatures, all having, in their fleshly nature a 
seed of evil, and, therefore, lying under the necessity of death. For by 
death only, as St. Paul will presently show, can tbat evil be brought to an 
end for us, and the body be redeemed from its power. 

1G2. v. 14. who is the fl[!W'C of the One to come; that is, who, by bring­
ing, through his unfaithfulness, this necessity of death to every member of 
the race, is the figure of Him who was to come, and, through his faithful­
ness, has brought the free gift of life to every member of the race. 

163. v. 15. not as the fault, so also is the ftee gift; that is, the free 
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gift of God's grace outdid infinitely, by its consequences of good, the evil 
consequences of the fault of Adam. 

164. v. 15. the many, which verse 18 shows to mean 'all men/ as, 
indeed, the context, itself proves. For 'the many' who 'died in Adam/ 
were, of course, the whole race ; and, therefore also, blessed be God ! ' the 
many,' to whom ' the grace of God abounded, and the free gift by grace of 
the one rnau Jesus Christ,' the gift of righteousness, must be the whole 
race, the whole family of man. 

165. v. 15. the grace of God. Let it be noted that what the Apostle 
speaks of here, as ever, is ' the grace of God' Himself, and the gift ( of 
righteousness) by grace, which God Himself, our Father, sends us, by the 
one man, Jesus Christ.. 'All things arc of God.' 

166. v. 17. shall i·eign in life, shall triumph, exult, in the enjoyment 
of abundant life. 

167. v. 18. so then, just as through one fault, cf:c. The Apostle evi­
dently intends in this abrupt sentence to put strongly forward the anti­
thetical points, namely, 

one fault of Adam one righteous act of Christ, 
unto all men . unto all men, 
unto condemnation unto justification of life. 

168. v. 18. one i·ightcous act. 1Y c may understand by this the one 
eternal act of loving obedience, by which Ile surrendered Himself to do the 
Father's will, to take our nature, and become one ,vith us for our redemp­
tion-that act including in itself all the precious details of His obedience 
in Life and in Death. In the next verse, this ' one righteous act' is ex­
pressed by 'the obedience of one.' 

169. v. 18. Let the words of this verse be well noted. They are the 
words of an Apostle of Christ, and blessed be God that he was moved to 
write them so plainly, that he that runs may read the great truth, the gra­
cious message of God's Lo,·e to man. Ily Christ's one act of loving obe­
dience, the free gift of God has come upon all men, unto justification of 
life, that is, unto a justi.6.cat1on which brings with it the gift of life. 

170. v. 19. Foi·, just as th1"011gh the obedience, d:c. 'As by the disobe­
dience of the one man,' Adam, 'the many,' the whole race, 'were render­
ed sinners,'-inherited a sinful nature, and, as they came to years of con­
sciousness, sinned actually, more or less, in thought and word and deed,­
' so by the obedience of the one man,' Jesus Christ, 'shall the many/ 
the whole race, 'be made righteous.' 

171. v. 19. the many shall be made righteous. The use of the future, 
in this and other such passages, seems to contain a reference to the final 
declaration of their righteousness on the day of account, of that righteous-
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ness which really belonged to 'the many' all along, through the grace of 
God bestowed upon them in their Head, and which hacl already been re­
vealed to some, and enjoyed by them, e,cn in this life. But (sec notes 81, 
120, 127) it also refers to the multiplied declarations of righteousness, 
which shall be made in this life to the individual members of the great hu­
man family. ,vhenever the 'unrighteousness' of any Jew, Christian, or 
Heathen, 'is forgiven, and his sin covered,'-whenever he feels any meas­
m·e of the peace of God's children, in the faithful discharge of any duty, or 
in forsaking any path of evil,-whenever there is brought home to his heart 
in any way the message of God's Fatherly Lo,e by means of any one of 
Earth's ten thousand voices,-then he hears, as it were, a fresh declaration 
of righteousness, be may know that he is recognised again as a child of 
God's House. 

Though thus declared to be 'righteous' creatures, in God's sight, 
whether here, in this world, again and again, or finally, on the great day 
oi account, it does not follow that they will not be judgcd,-rewardcd or 
punished, as tJ1eir Father sees meet,-dealt with, each according to his 
works. On the contrary, the whole aim of the Apostle is to bring home 
an assurance to the heart of his reader, that there will be such a judgment 
for all-that the Jews, though a 'righteous people,' in covenant with God, 
would not be exempt from it-that all men, though redeemed in Christ, 
set free from the curse, and made partakers of the gift of righteousness, 
embrl?-ced in a yet more gracious covenant, as children of God in Christ 
Jesus, would still have to appear before the judgmcnt-scat of Christ, to re­
ceive each a portion at His hands, according to the deeds done in their mor­
tal bodies. 

172. v. 20. but law came in by the way, &c. But, 'by the way,' pa­
renthetically, as the stream of human life flowed on, 'law came in,' the rev­
elations of God's will were made more clearly to man, with this effect, that 
he came to sec more plainly the holiness of God, and his own sinfulness, 
and thus his known conscious wanderings from the way of life were mul­
tiplied, and the evil of each act of sin intensified. But God's grace yet 
more abounded; it defied, as it were, the power of evil to do its worst. 
Uc that gave His law, He that revealed His word, He that sent His Spirit, 
to convince men of sin, gave also at the same time, with clearer and 
stronger and more abundant evidence than before, the tokens of His Good­
ness. And at last He sent His own dear Son, to make more plain than ever 
the beauty of Holiness, and the cxcllcnce of the Law, with the full message 
also of His Fatherly Love to nil the world, that as sin had reigned and rev­
elled, as it were, through the death which it had brought on all the race, 
so now might grace reign through the righteousness, which it would give 
to all the race, unto Life Eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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173. It may be well to gather up here in ouc view the doctrine of the 
Apostle, which he has at length fully enunciated, having advanced step by 
step iu his statement, as the course of his argument required it. 

(1) He announces that in the Gospel is revealed God's gift of right­
eousness, which is not to be claimed, as a matter of right or desert, for 
any works of ours, but springs from God's free Grace, and must be re­
ceived by us simply by faith, by looking up to our Father in Heaven, and 
trusting in IIis Lo,c. 

(2) As St. Paul knew that the Jew of his clay, or the Jewish proselyte, 
for "·horn he is more expressly writing, even though devout and pious, 
would suppose himself to be already righteous, in tbJJ right of his Jewish 
bil-th or practices, and, therefore, fancy that he, at all events, had no need 
of any free gift of this kind, he must try to comfocc him of his need of it; 
and this he proceeds to do by one or t1ro circuitous steps. 

(i) He leads the Jews on to condemn ,cry strongly the wilful and gross 
breaches of the moral law among the Gentiles. 

(ii) He turns round upon him suddenly, and asks if he really can be­
lic,c that the like offences would be overlooked in a J cw, merely because 
he was a Jew and circumcised. 

(iii) Ilc refers to it as a notorious matter of fact that such offences 
were committed by Jews. 

(iv) He further quotes the Jewish Scriptures, as confirming this fact, 
and charging such things against them. 

(v) Having thus broken down, in certain cases, at all e,ents, the wall 
of immunity, within which the Jew had come to consider himself to be 
sheltered, as God's special favourite, from that 'wrath of God,' which is 
'revealed against all unrighteousness of men, who keep back the truth in 
iniquity,' he now goes on plainly to assert that no Jew is righteous, in the 
way he supposes, as a matter of right, by ,irtue of his descent or his works, 
but simply by the mercy of God, which gave his Father Abraham his 
righteousness, and gave his whole nation its righteousness, as an act of free 
grace, not of debt. 

(vi) But that grace, he says, is not confined to the Jew, but extends to 
the Gentile also; for there is one God and Father of all, who will be just 
and loving alike to all. 

(vii) Hence it has pleased God now, in the fulncss of His own good 
time, to manifest that grace freely to all, as IIe did formeily in some meas­
ure to the Jews; and this He has done in the Gospel of His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

(viii) But, though now first fully revealed, it was in His Son alone that 
God looked with favour upon Abraham of old, and the whole Jewish pco-
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ple, and pronounced them to be righteous before Him. It was through 
Him alone, and His perfect righteousness, hereafter to be manifested, that 
God ga,c to them the gift of righteousness. 

(ix) In fact, as he reminds them, Abraham received the gift while yet 
in a Gentile state, uncircumcised, and his circumcision was but a sign and 
seal of the grace already bestowed. 

(x) The Jew, therefore, is as much concerned as other men in.hearing 
of this gift of righteousness "·hich is announced in the Gospel. 

(3) But the gift is bestowed freely upon the whole human race ; for, 
as all became sinners and subject to death in Adam, so shall all be made 
righteous, and be made sharers of the Life that is in Christ. 

174. Thus then the 'good tidings of great joy for all mankind' is 
this divine announcement, that the ,rhole human race arc looked upon and 
dealt with as righteous creatures, in Jesus Christ their Head. The curse 
of their sinful nature has been taken awny altogether-has been taken 
away from the first, though the fact is only now fully declared in the 
Gospel-by God's Fatherly Lorn. They arc not looked upon as they arc 
in thcmsclYes, but as they arc in Him, in whom God Himself has loncl 
and redeemed them. As by their natural birth from Adam they fell at 
once, as fallen sinful creatures, under a. 'condemnation of death,' so by 
the free grace of Goel in Christ J csus they shall rccci,c, every one of 
them, a. 'justification of life.' The gift of life, which all men possess, 
whether physical or spiritual, is itself a proof of this. They would not 
ha,c had such gifts at all ,·ouchsafed to them, if they had, indeed, been 
still lying under the curse, if they had not been redeemed, and made 
righteous. The present life, with all its blessings, is one portion of tl1is 
gift of life, which all men partake of through the grace of Goel declared 
to us in Christ Jesus; the resurrection-life, which they will all share in, is 
another portion of this gift. Ilut, abo,e all, the spiritual life, which all men 
now partake of, each in his own measure, is another sign of that ' right­
eousness,' which God has given them. He Himself, the I,'ather of Spirits, 
is e.crywhere enlightening and quickening the spirits of men. E"rery 
good thought, which has e.er stirred within a heathen's mind, is a token 
of that work, which God's good Spirit is working within him, as one of the 
great Human Family, redeemed by the Love of God in Christ Jesus, and 
related all to the Second Adam by a second spiritual birth, (of ,Yhich 
Baptism is the express sign and seal to the Christian,) as they are by their 
natural birth to the first Adam. And God's Blessed Will, in bestowing 
this 'justification of life' upon us, is this, that, making due use of that 
which is now vouchsafed to us, we may find His Grace still more abound­
ing towards us, so that it ' may reign through righteousness unto Eternal 
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Lifo,'-so that the Christian, with his full light of the sun, and the heathen, 
with his feeble glimmering of daylight, it may be, yet each according to 
the grace bestowed upon him, 'continuing patiently in well-doing,' may 
receive the precious gift of 'Eternal Life.' 

CHAP. VI. 1-4. 

(1) vVhat shall we say then? Are we to continue in 
sin, so that grace may abound ? Far from it. (2) We, 
who died to sin, how shall we any longer live in it ? 
(3) Know ye not that we all, who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus, wore baptized into His Death? (4) We 
were buried, then, together with Him through the 
Baptism.into death, so that, as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, likewise we also 
shoulcl walk in newness of life. 

KOTES. 

175. ,. 1. 1Vlwt shall u·e say then, &c. The great doctrine of St. 
Paul requires now to be guarded from corruption, lest the grace of God 
be turned to lasciviousness. All men are redeemed, reconciled, brought 
back, made righteous, by the love of their Heavenly Father. Does it 
follow, therefore, that they will not be judged? that none of them will be 
condemned and punished? This was just the mistake which the Jews 
made. Because God had been pleased to single out their nation,-not to 
be made righteous exclusively, as they supposed, while all other nations 
were left to perish,-but to have God's gift of righteousness declared and 
made known to them, signed and sealed to them, while other nations were 
for a while left in ignorance of the gift, which was meant for them all, as 
well as for the Jews, and in fact was even then bestowed upon them all 
-they fancied, that, being righteous, God's people, God's children, they 
could not be judged and condemned as others, as those 'sinners of the 
Gentiles.' On the contrary, St. Paul means to tell them that the ,erygift 
of righteousness and sonship, which they had received, would only make 
their judgment heavier, and their punishment more se,ere, if they lhTed 
unfaithfully, if they walked unworthily of the grace bestowed upon them, 
if they 'kept back the truth,' which they knew so much more fully and 
clearly than others, 'in iniquity.' They would not be judged and con­
demned because of their sinful nature, because of their sins of infirmity 
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and ignorance. No son or daughter of Adam would be condemned for 
this. The whole human race is made righteous, and released from any 
fear of jmlgment on this accouut. This alone will be the condemnation 
of any, whether Jews or Christians or llc:ithcns, that 'Light has come into 
the world,' come into their very midst, come iuto their very hearts; but 
yet 'they loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds 
were evil.' 

Accordingly, the Apostle proceeds iu this chapter to protect his teach­
ing from any such perversion. 

17G. v. 2. We, idw died to sin. "\Ve arc so accustomed to put a 
particular meaning on the expression 'die unto sin,' that we are likely, 
without due attention to the context, to lose entirely the spirit of the 
words now before us, and the whole point of the Apostle's argument. "\V c 
generally suppose that we arc to ' die unto sin ' Ly some resolute, deter­
mined, act of ours, or, rather, by a continued Rcrics of such acts, maintain­
ed throughout the whole life, by the help of Divine grace, explaining, 
however, the above language to mean that we are to put sin to death, to 
mortify the deeds of the flesh, to ' crucify the old man, and utterly abolish 
the whole body of sin.' 

But the Apostle is not here speaking of anything which we have to do 
or have done, by any efforts of ours, by any act or exertion of our own. 
He is speaking of that which Christ our Head has done, of that which He 
has done for every man, of that which really and truly belongs to every 
man, but which by our Baptism is declared and ratified, as done for each 
of us, baptized Christians, individually. 

The idea, which pervades the whole chapter, is this. St. Paul has just 
been saying that death came upon the whole human race through sin,­
that we have all inherited from our earthly parent a sinful nature, and 
through that a necessity of dying,-that sin has, by our mere natural 
birth a right, as it were, to bring death upon us. Siu has 'reigned through 
death,'-that is St. Paul's cxprcssion,-sin has reigned, triumphed, revelled, 
as it were, inflicting death, ornr crnry member of the human race-even 
over infants, young children, and maniacs, who had never sinned wilfully 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, but yet had inherited in their 
nature from him the taint of corruption, the seeds of death. Thus he has 
used a strong figure, to make more plain his meaning to us ; he has per­
sonified sin, as he elsewhere personifies faith, hope, love, &:c. He has 
represented sin as a sort of tyrant, which, by reason of our natural descent 
from Adam, has obtained dominion over us, with power to inflict death. 
So, in another place (Hell. ii. 14) we read of 'him that had the power of 
death, even the devil.' Maintaining still this ~gurc, he here asks, ',v c, 
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who have already died to sin,' who have already paid to sin that death, 
which it had a right to inflict upon us, how shall we any longer consent to 
live in it, and so bring ourselves again voluntarily beneath its power? 

How then have we already paid this debt due to sin? In our Saviour 
Christ we paid it. He died not instead of us: but He died for us, on our 
behalf; Ile died unto sin once, He paid to Sin in His own person, as a 
Son of ~fan, that debt, "·hich, if He really came to be a true member of 
the race, a true brother-man, He was bound, as any one of us, to pay,­
bound by His own gracious act, in taking our nature, with all its weak­
ness and feebleness, with its necessity of dying, though ·without its taint 
of sin. And we arc reckoned so completely one with Him, and declared 
to be so in our Baptism, that Ilis Death is regarded as ours. We have 
paid this debt to sin, the tyrant, because He, our Chief and Head, bas 
paid it. 

Of course, it is but a figure of speech to say that sin has by nature a 
claim upon us, that we by nature owe death, as a debt to sin. Dropping 
the metaphor, the real truth thus meant to be expressed is that our death 
is a consequence of the sinful taint, which we inherit in our nature-that 
we must die because of ow· sin. Ilut our Lord was under r.o such neces­
sity of dying, unless He willed to become wholly one with us, with us in 
our fallen, sorrowfnl state, with us in all things, except our sin. If He 
came thus to be made like unto His brethren, it was needful that He should 
die. And death, though to us the consequence of sin, has no necessary 
connection with sin; there is nothing impure or unholy in death, that a 
Holy Being should be defiled by it. To Him death was what it is to us now, 
the necessary painful passage for a human being out of this life to another, 
without any shadow of the curse to darken it. That the mere pains of 
death, the faintness of spirit, the shrinking of nature, are no signs of the 
curse, we must believe, because we know that in ages long before man's 
sin, the innocent brute creation suffered, as they do now. There is a mys­
tery here, which we cannot explain ; but the fact is certain, that suffering 
and pain and death itself were in the world before man's sin, and, there­
fore, they have no necessary connection with sin and the curse. 

Thus, then, we see what our Lord's Death did for us. It did not do 
a,rny with the ncecs~ity of our dying; for we must still die. But it did 
away with the necessity of our dying as accursed creatw·es, of our suffering 
death as a part of the curse, of our paying death as a debt, which sin had 
a right to demand of us. ,v c are reckoned to have paid that debt. 
When our Lord, the righteous Son of Man, died, as if 1-Ic were a 
sinner, as if He were by nature under the curse, as if He were under 
the necessity of dying, He 'died unto sin,' the Apostle tells us (vi. 10); 
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He recognised, as it were, the right of the tyrant to put Him to death, as 
a Son of Man. He paid the precious price of His Death for us, as a clebt 
to sin, though He did not owe it, except for His Love's sake to us llis 
brethren; and so <lying, lle paicl, as _our llead, a sufficient debt to sin the 
tyrant, to release us from any further necessity of paying. He paicl this 
debt on behalf of us all, though He paid it not in om· stead, that is, He 
paid it not iu the way, in which we, unredeemed, should have bad to pay 
it. He did not bear the weight of the curse; He did not suffer the ac­
cumulated weight of woe, due, as a punishment, to the sins of the world. 
St. Paul says not a word of this. What he says is the same as TI·e find 
written in the Epistle to the Hebrews, namely, that He took our nature 'in 
orclcr that by the grace of Goel he might taste death for every man' (Heb. 
ii. 9). 'For it became Him, for whom are all things and by whom arc all 
things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their 
salmtion perfect through sufferings.' (Hcb. ii. 10)-' }'orasmuch thcu as 
the children arc partakers of flesh aud bloo<l, He also Himself likewise 
took part of the same; that, through death, He might destroy him that ha<l 
the power of death, c.cn the devil.' (Heb. ii. 14.) 

In other words, our Lord, through death, by dying as we sinners must 
die, tleclarccl most fully, by His Father's gracious Will, Hi.'! brotherhoocl 
with us. Aud so, by the loviug ,visdom of God, the cloud of guilty fear 
has been rcmoYcd, which must otherwise have hung, by reason of the sin 
in our nature, between our souls and the blessed Face of our .llost Holy 
and Glorious Creator. The curse has been utterly taken away; and all we 
of the human race, being recognised as one with our Ilcacl, arc counted to 
be righteous as Ile is righteous, arc made ' the righteousness of God in 
Him.' ,v e shall die, indeed, still, but we ;:hall not die under a curse ; ,re 
shall die as righteous creatures, creatures freed from the curse, howe\·cr 
they may need to be chastened. ,v e shall die now, not because we must 
pay a debt to sin the tyrant, not because we must suffer it as a penalty, an 
awful doom, because of our sin; but because our Heavenly Father wills it, 
because we must follow the steps of our messed Lord, because, as lie our 
llcacl aud King and Elder Brother passed through the grave and gate of 
death, so must we pass also-they that ha\·c done good to a resurrection 
of life, they that have done e,·il, and ham died in evil, to a resurrection of 
coudcmnation-to be beaten with few or with many stripes, as He shall 
order, who, in that day, as we are told, shall execute judgmeut, 'because 
He is the Sou of 1Ian.' 

177. v. 3 we1·e baptized i11to His Death, that is, were declared by our 
Baptism to have a share in llis Death. Going down under the water, (as 
the custom was of Baptism in those days,) as into a grave, they were 
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'buried,' as it were, 'with Him by baptism into Ilis Death.' It was a sign 
and symbol of their being so united to Him, that His Death became theirs, 
that, because He had died unto sin, they had died also. All men have 
thus a share in the precious Death of Christ their Lord ; though the mass 
of human kind do not yet know the Love wherewith they are loved. But 
we, Christians, know it, and we have our Baptism as the assurance and 
pledge, the sign and seal, of all our Father's loving-kindness to us, the out­
ward token of that other mightier sign and seal, the inward pledge of God's 
Love, which every liYing man bas, namely, the secret work of Ilis own 
good Spirit in the heart. Thus it is our Father's will for us, His children, 
to whom He has graciously revealed His message of life, that ' by two im­
mut.able things, in which it is impossible for God to lie,'-by the outward 
visible sign and promise, and by the inward spiritual grace, the living wit­
ness of His Love within the heart-' we should, indeed, have a strong con­
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us in 
the Gospel.' 

178. v. 4. that, like as Christ icas raised f1·om the dead by the glory 
of the Fatlwt, even so we also sho11lcl walk in newness of life. ,v call have 
a share in our Saviour's Life as well as in His Death; we have both died iu 
the death of Christ our Lord, and been raised in His Resurrection. Such 
is the wonderful language which the Apostle uses. ,vhat He, our Head, 
did, that we, the members of His Body, share in-we, the whole brother­
hood of Man,-wc, the whole race, whose uature IIc took upon llim. So, 
then, he says, we have a 'new life' given us; we stand in new relations to 
God and His glorious Universe; we know now for certain that we are re­
garded, not as accursed, but as redeemed creatures. Behold ! all things 
are become new to us. ,v e are to walk henceforth, not hanging down our 
heads in fear and trembling and despair, but rejoicing as free and happy 
creatures, as children of God and brethren of Jesus Cqrist. 

179. v. 4. raised by the glory of the Father. St. Paul speaks here, as 
eJ5ewhere, of our Blessed Lord, not as raising Himself from the dead, or 
rising by His own inherent powers, but, as 'being raised by the glory,' by 
the glorious :Might and Majesty, ' of the Father.' This is a point which be 
insists upon continually, that our Lord, when He came to be 'made sin,' to 
die as a sinful man on our behalf, gave up His humau spirit in the hom· of 
death into liis Father's hands, as any one of us, His brethren, must do in 
our hour of death,-He 'trusted in God,' as any one of us must do,~and 
God did deliver Him, and raised Ilim from the dead, and, so raising Him, 
declared His good-will towards us all of the human race, declared that in 
Him, as a nian, our Brother, He was perfectly well pleased, and with us all 
in Ilim. 
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180. v. 4. we also should walk in newness of life. Though his words 
are true in their measure (v. 15-21) of all mankind, yet the .Apostle is 
especially speaking here of Christians, to whom their Baptism is a sign and 
seal of their share in the death of their Lord, and also in His Resurrection­
Lifc. This is expressed in the Church Catechism by saying that the inward 
spiritual grace, or free gift of favour, which is given us in Baptism, is 'a 
death unto sin' and ' new blrth unto righteousness.' These words of the 
Catechism are often explai11ed to signify that in our baptism is set forth to 
us our duty to die unto sin, to mortify and kill all vices in us, and so to 
walk in holiness of life, as becomes God's dear children. Of course, it is 
true that we ought to <lo so ; but just because we have already died unto 
sin, and risen again unto righteousness, in our very birth-hour, through the 
gracious gift of Go<l, by that mysterious union with Christ our Head, which 
we all enjoy through the grace of our Heavenly Father, as members of the 
great human family, and by virtue of which we are partakers of the Death 
which He died, and of the Life which He now lives. That is the 'death 
unto sin,'-our share in our Lord's own ' Death unto sin,'-and that is the 
'new birth unto righteousncss,'-our i=:harc in our Lord's own 'Life unto 
God,' (Rom. vi. 10,)-which are said to be given to us as the inward spir­
itual grace, set forth to us by the outward visible sign in our Baptism. 

Light may be thrown upon this point by considering the language used 
in the Catechism in the case of the other Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. In that case, the 'inward spiritual grace,' or free gift of favour, 
set forth to us by the Bread and Wine, is not something in oursefre.~, or 
something to be wrought in ourselves, but something out ef ourselves, some­
thing that is given us in Ghrist, a share or participation in which our 
Father gives us as the free gift of His Love. The Body and Blood of 
Christ are represented to us by the Elements, whether we come to feed by 
faith upon them at that particular time or not. These things, out of oui·­
sefres, are set forth to us in that Holy Sacrament, as the source of all Life 
of every kind to us all, of all the blessings which we enjoy in our daily life, 
personal, family, social, or national-as the great provision of our Father's 
Love for us, of wLich we are partaking, day by day, at every moment, as 
redeemed creatures, though we may not know it or may not heed it,-of 
which every man everywhere is partaking, though he may not know what the 
,Yord made Flesh has done at his Father's bidding for the children of men. 
But, in that Holy Supper, these things arc brought vividly before us by the 
' outward and visible sign' of them ; ond we are called more closely and 
deeply to consider them, and to feed upon them in our hearts by faith. 
Whether we do feed by living faith upon them or not, at such times, these 
things are then set forth to us, ai God'a free gift, His gift of grace, to the 

6 
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children of men. We may thankfully use the precious gift, or we may sin­
fully abuse it, 'not discerning the Body of the Lord,' which the sign is 
meant to signify. But the point now to be noticed is that the 'inward spir­
itual grace ' is not the effect wrought upon ourselves by coming to the Holy 
Sacrament, depending, therefore, on the spirit in which we come to it, but 
the Body and Blood of Christ, which are graciml8ly given to us of God, 
which we may or may not faithfully partake of, which arc gi,·cn to us, 
however, and to all the human race, not only in the Sacrament, but at all 
times, and of which, in fact, all men are everywhere partaking, through 
God's mercy, and so receiving all the life they have, as redeemed creatures, 
whether they feed upon it by living faith or not, whether they know the 
precious gift of God's grace or not, whether they heed or disregard it.* 

In like manner, in Holy Baptism, the outward visible sign ' of water, 
in which the person, in those days, was immersed or, as it were, buried, is 
the sin, indeed, of our dying and rising again, but this death and resurrec­
tion is not something in ourselves, or something ui·ouglit in ourselves, but 
something out of ourselves, something that is gi11cn us in Ghrist, which is 
set forth to us in the Sacrament of God's gift of grace, of which we are 
partakers, which is bestowed freely upon us and all mankind, and depends 
not in any way on the spirit in which we come or are brought to the Sacra­
ment. That gift is a 'death unto sin,' which is given us because Christ 
died, and a new life, a ' new birth unto righteousness,' which is given us, 
and daily maintained in us, because Christ lives. So 'being by nature,' by 
our mere natural descent from Adam, 'children of wrath,' lying under a 
curse, 'we are hereby made,' that is, adopted, avouched, declared, taken 
formally to be, what in truth we were before from our very birth-hour, 
'the children of God.' Before our baptism we were partakers of the Life 
and Death of our Lord, we were 1·eeeiving daily supplies of mercy for body 
and soul, by virtue of His Body and His Blood, which our Father's Love 
has given to be the source of all blessing to the children of men. But we 
had no ·assurance that they might not be taken from us, by reason of our 
own manifold unworthiness, that we might not be leH, at some time or 
other, in our hour of need, forsaken and forlorn. At all events, whatever 
we might reason out to ourselves, as many pious heathens have done, iu 
order to assure our hearts before Him, by considering the signs of God's 
Goodness, and ' pondering these things,' and so coming to ' understand 
the Loving-kindness of the Lord,' it has pleased our Blessed Lord to order 
and appoint a special outward sign, to confirm the mercies of OUf God to us. 
In Baptism a gracious pledge is made to us, a right is given to us, that we 
may humbly claim a share in Christ's Life aud Death, His Body and His 

* See " Sermon on the Eucharist" nt the end of this volume. 
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Blood, at all times, as our Father's owtrfree gift of grace to us. Hence it 
is said in the Catechism, that tlie ' inward spiritual grace' is given to us in 
eithe1· Sacrament, because it is then and there set forth aud formally 
pledged, signed, sealed, and, as it were, made over to us. 

Let us imagine that an earthly parent were to take and train among his 
own children, the child of another, perhaps, of some poorer family, and, 
on a certain day, were to go through a formal process of adoption, and 
make it his child. lle may uot change in the least, after that hour, his 
own bearing towards the ehild. lie may treat it, after this formal adop­
tion, with just the same kindness as before. The child may perceive no 
difforenee whatever in his dealings with it, except that, as it grows in years, 
it will be~in more and more to understand aud appreciate his love. In 
that lorn it may really have been as secure (excepting human accidents) 
before the adoption as after it. But here is the difference. The father 
has now put it out of his power to change his purpose towards the child, 
and the child knows this. He has given it two things now to trust in, his 
love so long experienced in the past., and his actual pledged promise for 
the future. Whereas, when it had done wrong at any time, a fear might 
have entered its bosom, that, after all, it might be sent away for its faults 
to its want and wretchedness again, and cut off from the family which it 
dishonoured, now the father, out of the kindness of his heart, has given an 
assurance that this will neve1· be. It may stray from its path of duty, and 
for a while, it may be, absent itself as a prodigal from its home. It may 
e,en, in its madness of folly, renounce its claim upon the father's lo,e. 
But he will eYer reckon it as a child of the house; he will eYer be ready to 
gi,·e it its place in bis heart. He ,-;-ill chasten it, as a child, it may be; or 
he will go out and meet it, if need be, in after days, and fall upon its neck 
with tears and kisses, when he sccs it returning in penitence, should it 
ever, in its wild self-will, baYc wandered away to the far-off land. But he 
will never forsake it. He has, in this formal act of adoption, declared the 
long-settled purpose of his heart. He has made it bis child; and, us a 
child, it shall ever receive at his hands, notwithstanding all its faults, a 
father's tender pity, forgiveness, and love. 

Just so our Heavenly Father's Love towards us does not depend upon 
our being baptized or not. Our baptism docs but declare it, and assure it 
to us. It assures, and by His own gracious kindness, pledges his faithful­
i;css to us, that we arc, in Ycry deed and truth, His children, that He has a 
}'ather's heart to\Yards us. 'Being "·illing more abundantly to show unto 
us the immutability of His Counsel,' He confirms the secret purpose of His 
heart towards us by this outward sign. He makes us, adopts us, to be His 
children in Baptism; and giYes us the right henceforward to claim with 
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humble reverence a Father's tender pity and forgh·eness at His Hands. 
The 'rain from hea,cn and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness,'-all good and beautiful and blessed things around us,-the way­
side flowers and the woods 'so full of song,'---'all these have power to wit­
ness of our }'ather's Love to us, to say to us, ' Rejoice ! Rejoice ! ' If 
we had no other ground of hope Youchsafcd to us, a wise and pious heart 
miglit liave reasoned, by 'pondering these things,' that they were tokens 
of a deeper mystery, 'outward and visible signs' of some most precious 
'inward spiritual grace,' bestowed upon the children of meu by their Cre­
ator. They might have been-these common things beside our daily 
pathway--a sign to us of our Father's Love, of which the seal is the work 
of His Spirit on our hearts, and on the hearts of all men. But our Bap­
tism is the sign which Christ Himself has ordained to assure us of this, 
to confirm the testimony of all the glad tones of nature, to explain her 
more sad and sorrowful utterances. Our Baptism becomes thus a glorious 
reality,-not to separate us from our fellow-men, as if we were any better 
or safer than they, under one Father ll"ho loves us all,-but to rouse us up 
to earnest action in our daily paths of duty before Him, assured, as we are, 
ourselves, of His Lo,·e. Having now no fear of death, having paid the 
death already in our Lord ,vhich Sin, the tyrant, could ha,c claimed, hav­
ing 'died unto Sin' when He dicd,-and having also the joyous gift of a 
new life, because our Lord lives,-we arc to go forth in the confidence 
that all men e,erywhere arc sharing these blessings, though as yet they 
may not be privileged to know it-honouring our brother-men, whoever 
they may be, as members of the Great Human Famiiy, whom God hath re­
deemed for Himself in His own dear Son,-and longing and labouring to 
tell them, in life and act, in our own persons, if we may, or by helping 
others in our name to tell them, of One Love, of which all earthly loves are 
telling, of which all precious thoughts are whispering in the very centre of 
their being, which embraces us all. 

CHAP. VI. 5-11. 

(5) For, if we have become planted with (Him) in 
the likeness of His Death, so too shall we be (in that) 
of His Resurrection ; (6) Knowing this, that our old 
man was crucified with (Him), so that the body of sin 
should be destroyed, that we might no longer serve Sin. 
(7) For be, who has died, bas been emancipated from 
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Sin. (8) But, if we died with Christ, we believe that 
we shall also live with Him; (9) knowing that Christ, 
having been raised from the dead, dieth no more; death 
hath no longer mastery over Him. (10) For, in that 
He died, He died unto Sin once for all ; but, in that 
He liveth, He liveth unto God. (11) Likewise, reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto Sin, but living 
unto God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

KOTES. 

181. v. 5. so shall we be in that of His Resw-rection. We have here 
again the use of the future tense, which we ha,·e noted so often, and find 
again in ,erse 8, 'if we died with Christ, we belie,·e that we shall also live 
with Him '-implying that, though the redemption, which our Lord wrought 
for us by His Death, was wrought and completed at once, yet the salva­
tion, which is now being wrought out by His Life, is a work progressing 
continually unto completion. It is plain that St. Paul does not mean, by 
the words now before us, that we shall be like our Lord in His Resurrec­
tion, merely because we shall be raised from the dead at the judgrneut-day; 
because in v. 11 he bids us reckon ourselves to be now 'dead unto Sin, 
but 'living unto God,' as our Lord has once 'died unto Sin,' but now, being 
raised again, 'liveth ever unto God.' What he means, therefore, is that 
we shall be 'planted with' our Lord 'in the likeness of His Resurrection,' 
by having had a new life given us now, and by that life being continually 
maintained in us by the grace of God, after the likeness of Christ's Resur­
rection-Life. 'The completion of the promise is future; but there is an 
app1·oximation to it now ..... The process being gmdual, beginning as 
soon as he (the Christian) rccei,·es any portion of Christ's Spirit, advan­
cing as he receives more, and perfected at death, the language used to de­
scribe his state is applicable, more or less fully, to different stages of his 
progress.' ( Vaughan.) 

182. v. 6. 010· old man, the Adam roan, that which we should have 
been by nature, by our mere natural birth, if unredeemed by the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus. This 'old man' it is which has 'died unto Sin,' has 
paid in Christ the death which Sin had a right to claim-has been 'cruci­
fied with Christ '-that so the 'body of Sin should be destroyed,' the 'body 
of death,' as St. Paul calls it afterwards-that body which belongs, as it 
were, as a slave, to Sin, over which Sin Trould have had a right to rule, 
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with which the old man would have done the works of Sin, and earned, a., 
,vages, death, death all along, death in the doing of the work and after it. 
This body, according to the figure here employed, has been destroyed or 
done away, in the Death of Christ. ,ve have no longer any such body be­
longing to Sin, wherewith its works can or ought to be done. The body 
which we now have is Christ's body, it belongs to Christ, it ought to be 
used in the service of Christ, by the new man, with the new life which we 
have given us, by our participation in Christ's Resurrection-Life. We may, 
indec,d, take our bodies, which belong to Christ, and use them for Sin, and 
yield ourselves up again, body and soul, to do the v.ill of the tyrant. But 
we are bound not to do so ; we are set free from the thraldom of Sin. Sin 
has no more any power to claim dominion over us, to require us, as its 
slaves, to do its work and die. 

183. v. 7. Joi· he, who ltas died, has been emancipated from Sin. For 
one that has died, one who has paid to Sin that death, which it had power 
to claim of us by our natural birth, has by that act been set free, eman­
cipated, from Sin. Sin has no more right to ham further dominion OYer 
him, to treat him as its thrall, its bond-sla'l"e, any longer, or to bring death 
upon him any further. 

184. v. 7. It is noticeable that St. Paul in this passage does not repre­
sent the necessity of death, which is a consequence of sin in our nature, as 
a doom which God inflicts upon the race-innocent as they must be, mul­
titudes of them, babes and others, of all wilful sin. He carefully guards 
his words from this. It is Sin, the tyrant, who inflicts it-not God, the 
gracious Father of Spirits; it is 'the Devil,' who 'has the power of death,' 
who keeps 'many all their life-time subject to bondage.' 

Of course, this personification of sin is but a figure of speech. But, 
ne-ve,rtheless, it represents to us a -very precious truth. It implies that the 
death of the human race is a necessary consequence of the sin in their na­
ture, according to the moral order of the Universe, not a. doom, which the 
Great and Blessed God, who is called in Scripture the 'Faithful Creator,' 
passes, as a judgment, upon His fallen creatures, howe'l"er helpless, and in­
nocent of real conscious guilt. It implies that when our Father permitted 
the human race to be propagated, so that it was brought, ' not willingly, 
but by reason of Him who subjected it,' under the inevitable necessity of 
death, as a sin-tainted race, He, at the same time, in his Eternal Counsels, 
gave the gift of new life to us all. He did away with the curse, and con­
verted that death, which we must all die, into a blessing. 

For death in itself, as before noted, is no sign of a curse. Death was 
in the world, for the countless races of animals and animalcules, ages be­
fore man's sin. There was no sign of curse in their death. Nor would the 
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death of man be attended with any notion of a curse attached to it, but 
for the consciousness of sin. The· Jess we know or think of sin, the less 
we dread death ; the more we know and think of sin, the more we dread 
it, uuless we have the Light_ of God's Love in the Gospel to cheer us. As 
human beings, bound by ties of tender aflection to one another, there is, of 
course, connected with death, the grief of separation from those whom we 
Jove. There is also, generally, the anticipation, and the actual sense, of 
pain and physical distress. But the sense of grief and pain is not the sense 
of a curse. And feelings of this kind arc often overpowered by nobler 
feelings, quickened v.ithin the hearts of meu, even heathen men, by the 
grace of God, though untaught, by more intimate acquaintance with the 
truth, as we Christians know it, to understand more fully the baneful na­
ture of siu, and to bless God for its antidote rcrnaled in the Gospel. How 
many thousands die on every battle-field, or in the active discharge of life's 
duties in every land, without any dread of death, as necessarily coupled 
with a curse ! ,v1iat notion of a curse embittered the glorious hours of 
those who fell, fighting for their homes and their fatherland, at Thermo­
pylm or :Marathon? So, then, the idea of death is not necessarily connect­
ed in the minds of men ,rith that of a curse. 

But then comes the Law, and brings home to our consciences the sense 
of sin, of evil committed, against the light we had, and our better knowl­
edge, and better resolves, before the Face of a )Iost Pure and Holy Being. 
And the Devil-the Slanderer-the Accuser of God and of the Brethren­
makes 11se of this to fill our hearts with guilty fears, which keep us away 
from our Father's footstool. Ile teaches us thus to connect the idea of a. 
curse with death. And many go trembling along the path of life, with the 
gloomy gra\'e at the end of it, afraid to look the ghastly terror in the face. 
And so they turn their eyes ever, as it were, to the ground, as they go, and 
busy thcmseh·es closely with the petty things of this life, its business and 
pleasures, that they may for the present forget their fears, instead of mak­
ing light of death, as they might, as they ought, and manfully pressing on 
to do the work of their Lord. 

For how utterly unchristian, how utterly contrary to the whole spirit 
and letter of the Gospel, is this notion of death, as something to be dread­
ed, not me1·ely for the pain, or present sense of separation from the ohjects 
of our io,e, which it brings with it, liut for itself, for some idea of a curse 
attending it, as the carrying out of a fearful doom, a judgmcnt from God, 
which Adam's sin has brought on his race! Separations take place con­
tinually in families, lifelong separations, for various reasons in the common 
path of duty, with grief of heart, no doubt, and the dropping of natural 
tears of pure affection, sometimes with bitter pain and anguish, but yet 
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without sense of awe or horror. Extreme pain is undergone under nrious 
circumstances, in the hospital-ward, on the battle-field, far exceeding in in­
tensity that which we see to be generally connected with death. Often 
such pain i:; borne courageously and cheerfully, sometimes with fear and 
shrinking; but there is no sense of horror, no notion of a curse, mixed up 
with this fear. Now, if we read the New Testament rightly, \\·c shall learn 
to look at the separation whh:h death brings with it, and the pain which 
may attend it, in something of this temper. We shall learn to look upon 
death, as a Christian should do, as St. Paul did, who takes but little ac­
count of it, and makes -rery small provision in his letters for the comfort 
of bereaved friends, and none at all for the dying Christian himself, except 
to tell him that he has fought the good fight, and finished his course, and 
may now hope to enter into rest. Indeed, we make far too much of death 
in these days. We crown l1im King of Terrors, when our gracious God 
and Father has bereft him of all his power to harm us, has deprived him 
of his sting, and made him a messenger of grace to us. 

Will it be said that after death still comes the judgment? Why, yes, 
and before death too. And this is the point, which we ought to bear in 
mind, not to prepare for deatli, but to prepare for our Lord's appearing, 
for His coming to judge us, as He may do at any moment, as He actually 
docs, from day to day, from hour to hour, in the ordinary work of common 
life, as well us on special great occasions. The reason why we are so prone 
to connect this judgmcnt only with death is this, that we cannot conceive 
of its actually taking place in this blessed world, where on every side we 
find a Father's Lo,e. And yet it is really taking place from day to day 
even here. A Father's Hand is blessing continually, or chastening His 
children. J3ut we feel as if we shall then stand before Him all alone, 
stripped of the countless gifts of His Goodness, which here relieve our 
fears, and are meant to do so under the Gospel of His Grace, but which 
are too often pen'erted into reasons for sinning yet more, and turned into _ 
lasciviousness. In truth, however, the 'judgment after death' is but the 
carrying on of that which is going on in Iife,-the manifestation of that 
which is now taking place, it may be in silence and secrcsy,-the revela­
tion of that Lord, who is even now, daily and hourly, taking account with 
His servants. Those, who never bethink themsel,es now of their Master's 
Presence, will, indeed, then see Him, perhaps, for the first time, who has 
been with them, speaking in their consciences, observing and o,erruling 
their doings, all along. And those, who have been consciously ' keeping 
back the truth in unrighteousness,' all their lives long, and have died, 
hardened in impenitence, may have reason to dread death, because it will 
bring them face to face with Him, whose Voice they ha,c heard in their 
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hearts, whose Light shone upon their minds, whose Love they felt on every 
side, and yet they chose ' the darkness rather than the light, because their 
deeds were e-ril.' But even to such as these death itself has no curse at­
tached to it. It is but the gate, thr0t?gh which their Loni and Maste:r calls 
them to Him, that IIe may pas,; the righteous sentence of His LoYc upon 
them-that is, that He, who knows exactly what they ure, in consequence 
of what they have done, may appoint for them that lot, that degree of puri­
fying chastisement, which they need. And this, indeed, may be something 
fea1fol and terrific, as the needful rod is to children. 

But Christians should learn to make light of death, as St. Paul did. 
Indeed, he tells us, 'we shall not all die.' And, as we do not couple the 
'change,' which, St. Paul says, will pass Oll the bodies of some, by which 
'this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality,' with any notion of a curse attached to it, so neither ought we 
to conllect any sucb notion with death, as it will come to others. To 'die' 
or to 'be changed,' it is all one, it should be all one, to the Christian. 
How courageously and cheerfully may we go to the duties of life, whatever 
dangers they entail upon us, with this tbought to sustain us, instead of 
shrinking and weakly wailing with fear at the idea of death ! To the frail 
flesh, indeed, the form of death may be often terrible ; but the thing itself 
ought not to be ever to the spirit. There are some, who will say ' good­
night' to one another, and retire to rest, perhaps at early eve, perhaps at 
midnight, and who, on waking on the glorious morn, will put on their new 
apparel. There are others ,vho will not go to rest at all, but, having 
watched all night, will rise up at once at the break of 'that day,' and be 
clothed upon, and mortality be rnallowcd up at once in life. 

185. v. 8. we shall also live with Him. As noticed before (see note 
181), the Apostle is not speaking here only or chiefly of our living with 
Christ hereafter. He is speaking of our living now with Him, in the like• 
ness of His Resurrection-Life. He is speaking of that 'life unto God,' 
which is bestowed upon us as redeemed creatures, together with a. 'death 
unto Sin,1 as our portion in our Lord's own Life and Death, which was 
gi-ren us from the first moment of our existence, an<l of which our Baptism, 
therefore, is not the efficient agent, but the declaration, the sign and seal, 
to us, and withal 'a means of increasing it (Art. xxnr.) by virtue of prayer 
to God.' The future is used here, as in 181, and elsewhere so often, to 
imply that for this life we shall be continually depending, from moment to 
moment, on the Life of our Lor<l. The ' death unto Sin 1 is given us once 
for all. But the 'life unto Righteousness,' our life, as members of Christ 
our Great Head, as sharers in His Resurrection-Life, which began with the 
first moment of our being, though first formally given, assured, made over 

6* 
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to us, as God's blessed gift in our Baptism, is maintained in us, day by day, 
and .~hall be to the end, by His never-failing Life. 

186. v. 0. Ghrist, having been raised from the dead, dieth no more. 
For Christ's Life, now that He is raised from the dead, we know, will not 
be yielded up ugain. He bas paid to Sin that life, which He took as a 
human being. He died, as His Father willed it, as if He too had sin in His 
nature, like any one of the children of men. And so was His brotherhood 
with them completely exhibited; 'He was made perfect,' as their Head, 
'through suffering.' And now He will die no more for ever: death has 
no more any power over Him. He 'died unto Sin,' He paid the claim of 
Sin, 'once for all;' and now 'He liveth unto God.' And, therefore, that 
'life unto righteousness' which we have all received-which is as much a 
part of our inheritance, as human beings, from the Second Adam, as the 
sin in our nature was from the First.,-that life will also be permanent. 
,ve arc to reckon ourselves as' dead to Sin,' as having died unto Sin, hav­
ing paid to Sin, in our Lord's Death, that death, which the tyrant had a 
right to exact from us, 'but living unto God in Christ Jesus our Lord.' 

CHAP. VI. 12-14. 

(12) Let not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal 
body, unto obedience to it (Sin) in the desires of it (the 
body) ; (13) Nor do you surrender your members unto 
Sin as instruments of unrighteousness. But surrender 
yourselves unto God, as alive from being dead, and 
your members unto God, as instruments of righteous­
ness. (14) For Sin shall not have lorclship over you; 
for you are not under law, but under grace. 

KOTES. 
187. v. 12. let not Sin, therefore, 1·cign in you,• rno1·tal body, d:c . 

.And what is the direct inference from all that has been said? Why, rmrely 
this. Let not Sin reign, lord it, as if it had any right to do so, in your 
mortal body, so that you shoulu obey Sin in your natural bodily desires. 
Sin is there, no doubt; it is there in your nature: it will pretend to have 
a power over you, to have a power and a right to make you do its work 
with your bodily members, and receive, of course, its wages, death. And, 
so long as you continue in this 'mortal body,' thus it will ever be. Sin 
will take occasion by the desires of the body, its natural desires, to lord it 



CHAP. VI. 12-14. 131 

over you, and keep you in subjection, and treat you as its slaves. But do 
you boldly deny its claim. Do not allow it to play the king over you, and 
'reign in your mortal body,' so that you should willingly comply with it in 
regard to the body's desires. Yonr body, though mortal, is no more a 
' body of Sin ; ' it no longer belongs to Sin ; it belongs to Christ. As a 
'body of Sin,' it is dead, through your share in Christ's death. It is now a 
body of righteousness, wherewith you may present daily unto God a 'living 
sacrifice, which is your reasonable service.' Therefore, though Sin may vex 
you by its assertions of sovereignty, and now and then, perhaps, get the 
better of you for a season, yet do not let it 'reign,' 'do not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh.' 

188. v. 13. nor do you sutrendei· yom· membets unto Sin, cf:c. Do not 
!iabitually yield up to Sin, as your lord, those bodily members of yours, 
that they may do its work as instruments of unrighteousness. But yield 
yourselves unto God, as men who have died, but arc alive,-who died unto 
Sin, when Christ died, but are now living unto God, because Christ lives, 
-and yield you\' bodily members unto God to do His work as instruments 
of righteousness. It is noticeable that the Greek word, which means ' sur­
render,' or 'yield up,' and which occurs twice in the above passage, is in 
the fir.,t instance used in the Present Tense, implying the easy habitual 
yielding, day by day, to the impulses of sin, as they prompt to evil, in the 
natural desires of the body ; whereas, in the second instance, it is used in 
the .Aorist, implying the vigour, energy, decision, with which we must re­
solve that this vile tyrant, who falsely claims from time to time to have 
power over us, shall not be obeyed at such time<:, shall not be allowed the 
use of our bodily members as instruments of unrighteousness. 

189. v. 14. foi- Sin shall not have lordsliip ova you, ci:c. Sin shall 
not bave power to exercise lordship over you as its slaves, to treat you as 
such, and work its work of death upon you: for you are not slaves of Sin, 
but servants of Christ. ·Nay, however a man may choose in his corrupt 
heart to do the works of the flesh, and to serve Sin as a slave, instead of 
serving the Gracious Lord l\'ho bought him, yet for all that he is not really 
a slave of Sin, his body is not really a 'body of Sin,' a body belonging, as 
a thrall, to Sin. He has been 'bought with a price.' He belongs to the 
one true and only Lord of the children of men, aud He will deal with His 
unfaithful servant as He sees best. Sin shall not have lordship over him­
the right to treat him as its slave, the right to dispose of him, and work 
out its work of death upon him. The true Lord of that. sen·aut shall call 
for him, and reckon with him, and appoint him his portion as He sees 
right,-perhaps to be chastised and corrected by being cast into the outer 
darkness, ' where is the weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.' 
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But to each faithful soul, using still this metaphor, the Apostle would 
say: ' Though you are conscious of Sin within you, of Sin iri your nature, 
tempting you from time to time in the natural desires of the body, trying 
to bring you into bondage-and though you are conscious also, not only of 
these impulses to evil, but of times also when you have yielded to the im­
pulse, of sinful thoughts ancl words and acts, enough to darken all the joy 
of your spirit's life, to bring you under the heavy judgmcnt of the law, and 
force you to cry out against yourself, 'Unclean! Unclean! '-yet fear not, 
my brother; remember that, for all that, you arc not a slave of Sin, but a 
serrnnt of Christ, and a child of God; you are not under the Law, but 
under Grace-under Mercy and Love, forgiving and embracing you. When 
Sin, as it were, is dragging you away in its clutches, conscious of the past 
evil you have done, of the miserable weakness by which you have yielded 
to temptation, of the utter wretchedness and helplessness of your condition, 
-when the Slanderer brings the just and holy Law to bear upon you, and 
tells you that a creature so impure and defiled, so enslaved, as it would 
seem, in the ser.ice of the Evil One, cannot ever hope to enter into the 
Presence of the Blessed God, to behold the Face of the King afar off in His 
Glory,-then bethink you of the birthright which belongs to you, 'through 
the loving-kindness towards man of God our Saviour '-your birthright, as 
a man, fallen, indeed, in Adam, but redeemed in Christ. Remember that 
you have no need to lie thus bound, in the thraldom of Sin. Sin has no 
right to claim this lordship over you. Take with you words of hope, of 
living trust in your Father's Love, and say, " Sin shall ::10t lord it over me ; 
for I am not under Law, but under Grace. Let the Law say what it will ; 
it is not for me; it is for' murderers and men-stealers,' for all such as 'keep 
back' wilfully 'the truth in unrighteousness.' And that I will do no 
longer. In myself, I know, I have no strength whatever to refuse the claim 
of Sin, to resist its power. But He still lives who is our King and Head; 
and, because He lives, we shall all live also. His Death I have a share in; 
in Him I have died to sin ; and Sin cannot claim from me a second death, 
because of my bearing abont with me a fallen nature. His Life also is 
mine; aml the Yery sense, which I haYc, of my own sinfulness, is a sign of 
that Life being even now imparted to me-is a token that my Father loves 
me, though most unworthy to be loved. Because the Lord of man liveth, 
I can refuse, and every man living can refuse, to be the slave of sin. I will 
not let it reign then in this my mortal body. I will not obey it in my 
body's desires. Though I may not be able, through the weakness of the 
flesh (see note 195), perfectly and all at once to do this, yet I will renounce 
obedience to the lusts of the flesh, I will not fulfil them."_ 
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CHAP. VI. 15-20. 

(15) vVhat then ? Shall we sin, because we are not 
under Law, but under Grace? Far from it. (16) Know 
you not that, to whom ye are surrendering yourselves 
slaves unto obedience, slaves ye are to him whom ye 
obey, whether of Sin unto death, or of obedience unto 
righteousness ? (17) But thanks be to God that ye 
were slaves of Sin, but ye obeyed from the heart the 
form of doctrine, into which ye were delivered over ; 
(18) and, being set free from Sin, ye were enslaved to 
Righteousness. (19) I mean what is human (humanly 
possible), because of the weakness of the flesh. For, as 
ye surrendered your members slaves to Impurity and 
Lawlessness unto lawlessness, likewise now surrender 

_ your members slaves to Righteousness unto sanctifica­
tion. (20) For when ye were slaves to Sin, ye were 
free from Righteousness. 

NOTES. 

190. v. 15. lVhat then? S!tall we sin, b,ecause we ai-e not m1dei· Law, 
but iindei· Grace ? Shall we thus turn the loving mercy of our God into 
an excu.3e for lasciviousness, living loosely and carelessly, because the 
judgment of the Law is no longer to be dreaded, because we know that 
we are children of the House, and have a place, all unworthy as we arc to 
have it, in the heart of our Heavenly Father? God forbid ! 

Hll. v. 16. Know you not that, £L'C. Do you not pcrcciYe that who­
ever gi,es himself up to do the work of any master, as an obedient sla.e, 
is practically the slave of that llfastcr, whate,er he may call himself, what­
ever he may haYe a right io call himself? And, remember, all that can 
result from being 'a sla,c of Sin,' from 'keeping back the truth in in­
iquity,' is death-a gloomy sense of guilt and unl'ighteousness, a gradual 
darkening of the mind, and hardening and deadening of the heart, a deep­
ening consciousness of separation from the Holy and Blessed One, the 
Fountain of all Light and Life to His Creatures; whereas the result of 
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' obedience ' to the truth, which God has re,·ealed to you, whether b:v the 
written word or by the secret teaching of His Spirit, the 'end of walking 
in the Light as He is iu the Light,' is 'Righteousness '-the realisation and 
enjoyment of that gift of righteousness, which is yours as redeemed crea­
tures, a sense of fellowship with God, a cheerful, happy freedom of the 
soul, in the enjoyment of His farour, as righteous creatures, as children 
of His Love. 

192. v. 17. thanks be to God that ye were slaves of Sin, d:c. ' There 
was a time, indeed, when. you did thus surrender yourselves lo be, prac­
tically, the slaves of Sin, and yielded up your members to do its will.' The 
Apostle is, of course, not speaking of all among them, but is speaking 
generally of what would ha,·c been the case with many of his readers, be­
fore their conversion from a state of heathenism. When writing to the 
Corinthians, (although the Church of Corinth was in a very defective state 
at the time he wrote,) he says only, speaking of the corruptions of their 
former heathen state, ' And such were some of you.' So here, speaking 
generally, he says. 'Once, in the days of your heathenism, you did yield 
yourselves up to that hateful tyrant to do his will. But, thanks be to God! 
you obeyed from the heart, with sincerity of purpose, howHcr imperfectly 
through the weakness of the flesh, the form of doctrine into which you 
were delivered over.' And here, too, he is, no doubt, speaking charitably· 
of them all, in the fervour of hi~ love to thr.m, speaking what he could not 
know, but what he hoped and believed of them all. 

193. v. 17. yon obeyeclfrom the heart theform ojdocfrine into iddclt 
yo1t we/"e delive,-ed ovei-. \Vhat form of doetrine was this~ He cannot be 
speaking of the pure Christian doctrine, into which the converts from hea­
thenism at Rome had not yet been 'delivered over,' as appears plainly 
enough from all that. he has been writing, and all that he has still to write. 
He must mean that Jewish doctrine, which they had imbibed at first, and 
afterwards mixed with a certain infusion of Christianity. This Jewish 
training had taught them many precious lessons, though mixed with many 
fables and corruptions of the truth. But they had 'obeyed it from the 
heart.' They had renounced their idolatrous rites and Yicious practices, 
and, in obedience to the truth which had reached their hearts, they had 
earnestly striven to lead a. new life, as became the servants of Jehovah. 
They were not of the number of those, who ' kept back the truth in ini­
quity,' or to whom the severe language of the Apostle, in various parts of 
the epistle, is meant directly to apply ; though, indirectly, he· does desire 
to warn them against those fatal errors, into which the most pious of them 
might be easily drawn, by the example of the true-born Jews, with whom 
they were daily associating. For their ready obedience to the truth, as 
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hitherto brought home to their consciences, the Apostle gives thanks. 
They had done their best with the light which God had given them. And 
the time was now come for a fuller stream of Divine Illumination to be 
poured upon their eyes. 

" 'You readily obeyed the mould into which you were poured, as it 
were, like soft, ductile, and fluent metal, in order to be cast and take its 
form. You obeyed the mould, you were not rigid and obstinate, but were 
plastic and pliant, and assumed it readily.' The metaphor suggested itself 
to the Apostle in the city of Corinth, where he was writing, which was fa. 
mous for casting statues iu bronze.'' 1Vordsu:orth. 

The use of the Greek Aorist in this verse and the next shows that the 
Apostle is referring to a single act, to the decisive action which they took 
at the time of their conversion, or, perhaps, to separate acts, by which 
they had· embraced, from time to time, the truth, as it more fully reached 
them. 

194. v. 18. and being set free from Sin, ye wei-e enslaved to Riglitcous-
11.c.~s. ·when the word of God's truth and grace had come home to you, 
and you believed and obeyed it, you refused to be any longer the slaves of 
Sin; you felt that Siu was not to be your lord, that you were set free from 
its tyranny, that you were no longer obliged to obey it, nor compelled to 
yield up your members to do its work ; and with a willing heart you 
yielded up yourselves and your members as 'slaves unto Righteousness.' 

It might seem, at first sight, that he is using here the word ' Righteous­
ness' in a different sense from that in which he has employed it all along, 
if we judge merely from the words with which he contrasts it. Thus in v. 
16 it is opposed to' death,' in vv. 18 and 20 to 'Sin,' and in v. 19 to 'im­
purity and lawlessness,' which may be considered as another amplified ex­
pression for Sin. These variations might, of course, be explained by the 
fact that St. Paul couples closely in his mind the idea of sin with that of 
death, and the idea of 1·ighteousness (uprightness, goodness) with that of 
life, and opposes the one set of icleas to the others. But, on closer con­
sideration it will appear that he is not using the word here in this sense, as 
directly antithetical to ' sin,' but in that sense in which he has been using 
it all along, namely, to express 'God's gift of righteousness,' the righteous­
ness which God gives in His Son, which being a gift of life, ( a 'justification 
of life,' as he calls it,) he employs as antithetical to sin and death, suffi­
ciently so, at least, for the apostle's manne1· of writing. That this latter, 
though not the most obvious, is the true interpretation of St. Paul's mean• 
ing in this passage, seems to be confirmed by the language which he uses 
afterwards in x. 3,-' seeking to establish their own righteousness, they 
were not subjected unto God's Ri9liteousness,'-where the expression, 
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'God's Righteousness,' is, evidently, the same which he bas been repeating 
all along. Here, then, God's Righteousness is personified as a lord or 
master, just as in the passage now before us. And the phrase, 'subjected 
unto God's Righteousness, exactly corresponds with that here used, ' en­
sla,·ed unto Righteousness,' v,bich expression he changes, in v. 22, into 
'enslaved unto God.' 

l\l5. v. rn. I mean u·lwt is human, because of the infirmity of your 
flesh. "\Vhen I say you became 'enslaved to righteousness,' I mean 'hu­
manly speaking,' with such allowance as human weakness, the weakness of 
your flesh, must call for. I know you cannot, as fallen creatures, in your 
present state of being, perfectly fulfil the will of your rightful Master. 
The things that you would, I know by my own experience, you often do 
not, and you do the things you would not. Though washed by God's 
grace, and cleansed from the pollution of your former servitude, you will 
still have daily to ' wash yom- feet,' and confess before God the faults of 
which you are daily conscious. But you obeyed the trutl1, as you came to 
know it, with the heart, with sincerity of purpose and a single eye. You 
come now to the light continually, that all the remainder of corruption may 
be purged out of you, and all your deeds be ' made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.' 

19G. v. 10. for, as ye surrendered your members, d:c. '·without mean• 
ing, then, that you can perfectly do this, yet, as you once gaYc up your­
selves heartily to be the willi?ig 8laves of Sin, yielding your members up to 
impurity and lawlessness, so as to become each day more lawless and im­
pure in heart, so now give up yourselves heartily, with the like ready zeal, 
to be the willing slaves of Righteousness, and grow thereby each day in 
holiness.' 

197. v. 20. for, when ye were slaves of Sin, ye u:ere free from Right­
eousness, that is, free with respect to Righteousne1:s. ' For, of course, you 
could not serve two Masters at once. While you were willing serrnnta of 
Sin, and therefore practically its slaves, you could not be servants of God 
and His gift of Righteommess ; you were renouncing the grace of God as 
your Master, and repudiating its claim to rule you, as one of God's family 
and household.' 

CHAP. VI. 21-23. 

(21) '\Vhat fruit had ye then in those things, at 
which you are now ashamed? For the end of those 
things is death. (22) But now, being freed from Sin, 
and enslaved unto God, ye have your fruit unto holi-
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ness, and the encl (is) Eternal Life. 
wages of sin is death ; but the free 
Eternal Life, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

KOTES. 

137' 

(23) For the 
gift of Goel is 

198. v. 21. What fl"Uit had ye then, &:c. All the fruit, all the enjoy­
ment, which you had in those days, in the practice of those things, which 
now it shames you to think of, could bave been only a little guilty pleasure 
for a season. But the end of those things, that which they wel'e really 
working in you at the time, that which they result in necessarily by the 
laws of the moral uni,·erse, is death-that death which is the opposite of 
the Life Eternal here spoken of, Eternai, Spiritual Death, the sense of sep­
aration from God, and from the Light and Life and Joy of His Pl'esence,­
which is the sure result of wilful, indulged, sin of any kind, and becomes 
more dark and fearful, as the power of evil O'\'er its _voluntary slam be­
comes daily more confirmed. 

199. v. 22. but now, being fl"eecl from Sin, <f:c. ' But ye have shaken 
off this accursed bondage. You barn beard the message of your Hea.-enly 
Father, and claimed your freedom as God's servants, and the hold of Sin 
was loosened at once upon you, and you ceased to be its slaves. And in 
the service of God and His Righteourness, under the happy government of 
His Free Gift of Grace, which binds you under a law of loving obedience, 
you find your fruit, your joy, in daily increasing holiness of heart and life. 
You feel a growing strength within you, a strength which God gi,es you, 
to do the things you would, and refuse to do the things you would not. 
You feel your peace grow deeper day by day ; and the end of all, that 
which is being daily wrought in you, and shall li'\'e, as the permanent result, 
when time shall be no longer, is Life Eternal, that life which is gi'"en us in 
Jesus Christ, that we should know Him, who is the only true God, revealed 
to us in His Son. 

200. v. 23. For the wages of Sin is death; but tliefree gift of God is 
Lffe Eternal, in Clz1·ist Jesus our Lo1·cl. The wages of Sin, that which Sin 
will work in you for doing its will, is death. [Obser,e that here again, as 
before (see note 184), the Apostle refers this death to the accursed tyrant 
Sin, and not to the Gracious and Blessed God. J But the free gift of God, 
that which we do not deserve and cannot earn, by any labour of ours,­
(for, when we offer of our best, we do but offel' that which He gave us pure 
and perfect, which we ha,e defiled, more or less, by our sinfulness)-tbat 
which He gives us of His own gracious purpose, out of the overflowing foun­
tains of His Love,-is Life Eternal, in His dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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CHAP. VII. 1-4. 

(1) Do you not know, brethren, (for I speak to men 
knowing law,) that the law has power over a man so 
long as he liveth ? (2) The wife, for instance, is bound 
by law to her husband while he lives; but, if the hus­
band have died, she is discharged from the law of her 
husband. (3) So then, while the husband lives, she 
will be called an adulteress, if she become another hus­
band's ; but, if her husband has died, she is free from 
the law, so that she is not an adulteress, though having 
become another's. ( 4) Just so, my brethren, you too 
were put to death to the law by the body of Christ, so 
that you should become anotner's, even His, who was 
raised from the dead, that so we might bring forth fruit 
unto God. 

NOTES. 

201. The Apostle lias just been likening Sin to a tyrant, who lords it 
over us by nature, as if we were its sla'i'cs, bound to do its work and take 
its wages. He has taught us how, by the death of Christ, we arc set free 
from the claim of that tyrant, and redeemed for God's ser,ice, and ought 
now to render up oursel,es in loving obedience to Gocl's bles;;ed will, and 
we shall receive His gracious gift, Eternal Life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
But how does Sin get such a power to lord it o,er us? The strength of 
sin is the Law. Sin has power to ensla,e, torment, and kill us, because 
of the existence of God's Holy Law, which pronounces us to be guilty, dis­
obedient creatures; as our sin-stricken hearts too surely feel,-which, with 
its perfect requirements, make demands upon us such as we cannot fulfil. 
So the DeYil dri'i'es us to despair. "re foe] that we cannot 'do these things 
and live;' and we are tempted to give up the hopeless struggle, and to fall 
back helplessly into the clutches of Sin, to do its hateful work, ' curse 
God, and die.' Such is the way in which the pure and holy law of God, 
brought home to the conscience, is used by the Slanderer, to work death in 
us. It is ,ery noticeable, as before obserYed, that St. Paul does not E!aJ 

that the Law dooms us to death, as the punishment of our faults. He says 
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that Sin takes advantage of the existence of a lloly Law, to bring death 
upon us, to get us to do its work and so receive its wages. Death is not 
represented as the just retribution inflicted upon sinners, by an angry God, 
but as the natural, inevitable, consequeuce of their choosing to continue as 
slaves of Sin, a consequence flowing from the necessary eternal laws of the 
moral universe. 

The Apostle proceeds to explain the matter by the use of another figure, 
The Law, he says, was by nature the husband of the soul: it bas a. right, as 
a husband, to lay its commands upon us, and we feel that we ought to obey 
it; for they are holy, just, and good. But its commands are impossible to 
be obeyed by us; the soul of man must utterly despair of pleasing its first 
husband, the L:nv: it would inevitably fail in its duty, and form, in its 
madness and despair, a vile adulterous co·nncction with Sin, which (and not 
the blessed Law of God) will bring it to ruin, misery, aml death. But the 
first hus~and of man's soul is dead, says_the Apostle, which metaphor, feel­
ing it to be not quite correct, he afterwards modifies, (introducing thereby 
a little obscurity into his reasoning,) and corrects it by saying that the soul 
itself has died to its first husband. The first life of the soul cnme to an 
end when we died in Christ, (such is the .Apostle's figure,) and tl1e claim 
of its first husband, the Law, came then also to an end. The soul is now 
married a second time to another Husband, in another life, in that new 
life which it Jirns, united to Him whom God bath raised from the dead, 
by virtue of the share which God has gh·en it in Christ's Resurrection­
Life. 

202. v. 1. I speak to men knowing law-law generally, not the Jewish 
law. 

203. v. 2. tlie wife is bound by the law to her hu.~band while he lives. 
The Apostle's meaning is sufficiently plain ; but there is here a little con­
fusion in the statement of his argument. He has changed, inad,·crtently, 
the line of thought, which he was pursuing in the first nrse. And now, 
instead of the person dying, and the law losing its hold upon him, the il­
lustration he here gives is that of the husband dying, and tl:e law so losing 
its hold upon the wife. However, when he comes to the practical illustra­
tion, in verse 4, he returns to the original supposition, and represents to us 
that we have died, and so are released from the claim of our former hus­
band, the law, though he is still living, that we may !Jo married to a new 
husband, eYcn Jesus Christ. 

204. v. 4. you were put to death to the law by tl1e bod!J of Christ, d:c. 
'By the !Jody of Christ,' (in which is implied all the humiliation connected 
with His taking a body in our nature, and all the obedience which He 
rendered in it, even unto death,) you died ; you were put to death to you:i: 
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old life when He was given for you, when He came of His Father's will to 
take a human body, to become a Son of Man, to live and die as a brother 
of your race. And now it is your Father's Will, in thus giving His Son 
for you, that you should be His henceforward. lie will look upon you as 
one with Him, united to Him, married to Him, who has not only died, 
but been raised from the dead by the power of God, that we may all have 
life, because lie, our Head, lives, and by virtue of the fresh supplies of 
life, which flow from this blessed union, may bring forth fruit abundantly 
to God. 

CHAP. VII. 5-6. 
(5) For, when we were in the flesh, the sinful pas­

sions, which were by reason of the Law, wrought in 
our members, so as to bring forth fruit unto death. 
(6) But now we were discharged from the law, having 
died to what \Ye were held in, so that we should serve 
in newness of spirit, ancl not in oldness of letter. 

NOTES. 

205. v. 5. when we we1·e in the .flesh, &c. ,vhile we lived in the flesh, 
that is, in our natural state, without knowledge and realisation of our re­
deemed state, and subject, as we felt ourselves to be, to that righteous 
Law, whose voice came home with power to our consciences, as holy, just, 
and good, and so made us aware to some extent of our duty, and aware 
also of our delinquency, the 'passions of sin. the sinful passions, which 
are in us, in our fallen nature,-which lie dormant until called out into 
energetic action by reason of the existence of the pure and holy Law, and 
the sense we have of its requirements,-waked up into perverse opposition 
to that which we knew to be right, and wrought in our members, as organs 
or instruments, so that we brought forth fruit, not unto God, but unto Sin 
and Death. 

206. v. 6. having died to ichat we ice1·e lteld in, to that in which we 
were held. This is the sense of the approved reading of the original, in­
stead of that which is giYen in the English version, 'that having died, in 
which we were held.' 

207. v. 6. in newness of spirit, in newness of life, under the gracious 
influence of God's Spirit, so that we too, in spirit, like children, render a 
loving, though, at the best, imperfect obedience to a Father's word, receiv-
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ing life freely from Him, as His own gracious gift to us, not in the oldness 
of the Zetta, as men who have only a co<lc oflaws deli\'ercd to them, by 
perfect obedience to which (such as they can ne,er render) they might ob­
tain the life which their spirits need and long for. 

208. The language of St. Paul in this place throws light on a very dif­
ficult passage in the Epistle to the Hebrews, ix. IG-19, It seems certain 
that the Greek wor<l in these verses sliould be translated, not testament, 
as in the English V crsion, but, as it has Leen all along, 'covenant,' or 
rather 'disposition,' 'arrangement,' in which the one party g!·aciously 
promises to gi\'e, and the other is willing hurnl.Jiy to receive. K ow, in the 
pre.ious verse, the writer to the llebrcws, (most probably St. Paul him­
self, or, at all e,ents, one thoroughly accustomed to the reasoning, and 
steepe<l in the spirit, of St. Paul,) had been saying that Christ is a 'media­
tor, or manager, of a new arrangement, that so, death having taken 
place for the redemption of the transgressions committed under the first 
armugement, we, who have been called to enjoy the blessings of the new 
one, may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.' 'For,' says he, 
'ichere there is an arrangement,' (already in existence, the 'first arrange­
ment,' just spoken of,) there must need,; be 1·cported tlte death of him wlio 
ai-ranged ; '-that is, before any new arrangement can be made, it is ne­
cessary that, in some way or other, the only party to the first arrangement, 
who could die to it, namely the Jewish believer, (the other party being the 
ever-living Goel,) should die to it. 'For an a1Tangement is valid,' that is, 
a new arrangement can be made and take effect, ' in the ease of dead per­
son.~,• with persons who ha,e died to the old one; 'since it has no jol'ee at 
all, while he, that arranged, livcth,' while _the only party to the first ar­
rangement, that could die to it, is still ali,e to it. ' Whence neithe1· has 
tlte first ari-a11gemcnt been ratified (the Greek word implies ratified, estab­
lished, as something new) without blood.' The first arrangement was to the 
people of Israel a new one, just as the second is to us, Christians. By 
that they we.re ' called ' to enjoy the blessedness of a covenant-relation 
with God, which other men were not permitted to share in. And, in order 
to this, it was necessary that they also should have set before them the 
fact, that death was necessary to get rid of the claims, which the pure and 
perfect Law had upon them in a state of nature. By the sacrifices of the 
Mos['.iC Law it was expressed continually that the worshippers had already 
died before God to that Law, in the death of Him who was to come, but 
was slain in God's purpose from before the foundations of the world : and 
so the Law had lost its hold upon them, to judge and condemn them. 
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CHAP. VII. 7-11. 

(7) ,vhat shall we say then 7 Is the Law sin? 
Nay, not so! Yet I knew not sin, but through Law. 
Desire, for instance, I knew not, but that the Law said, 
'Thou shalt not desire.' (8) But Sin, taking occasion 
by means of the Commandment, wrought in me all· 
manner of desire. (9) For, apart from Law, Sin is 
dead: so I was living, apart from Law, once; hut 
when the Commandment came, Sin revived, and I 
died ; (10) and the Commandment, meant for life, 
turned out to me, that same, for death. (11) For 
Sin, taking occasion, by means of the Commandment, 
beguiled me, and, by means of it, slew me. 

KOTES. 

209. v. 7. i.~ the Law sin? Do I then make the Law out to be Sin, by 
thus coupling it with Sin, and representing that, by m-cans of it, Sin works 
its evil work in us, and brings death upon us, as the natural and necessary 
consequence, the wages, of that work, 'trhich we do as its willing slaves? 
Is it the holy Law of God, which is given for life, is it God Himself our 
Father, the giYcr of that Law, 'll"ho slays us? God forbid! It is Sin­
Sin, the hateful tyrant and destroyer-the Devil, 'that bath the power of 
death.' But, however, the Sin in my nature would bave been dormant, 
would hav:i bai no opportunity of exerting its'baneful actiYity, if there bad 
not been Law, a holy and blessed Law, which it could tempt me to depart 
from and disobey. 'I knew not Sin, but through Law,'-eitber written on 
the heart, or revealed to the conscience in some other way. St. Paul is 
musing, as it were, within himself, and, by reciting his own deep experience, 
is telling that of all earnest men in all ages, with more or less of truth and 
actual resemblance, according as they ha-re been more or less enlightened 
to see the perfect excellence of God's Law. 

210. v. 7. desire, evil desire of any kind, lust, concupiscence. 
211. ,,. 8. Sin, taking occasion by the Commandment, un·ougld in me 

all manner of desire. The perverse character of the sin in my nature was 
shown by its instantly urging me to desire what I knew was wrong and 
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evil; it 'took occasion,' by the Law showing me what was good, to stir up 
in me the desire to do the -very opposite. 

212. Y. 9. tipart from Law, Sin is dead. 'Where there is no law, 
where there is no consciousness of right or wrong, no sense of duty, Sin 
cannot act; though it may be there in the nature, it cannot take effect in 
the life, it is practically dead (as in the case of infants, insane per­
son!:', &c.). 

213. Y. 9. I was lfoing, apart from Law, once. Before the Law came 
home with power to my heart, I was living; I was happy enough in my 
ignorance ; I thought all was right with me; I was not conscious of any 
sickness of the soul, much less of death. But this could not last. The 
time must come, fo1· every man, soone1· or later, when this state of· mere 
animal existence must come to an end, and he must be wakened by the 
living word of God, 'sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dil'iding asundc1· of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, dis­
cerning the thoughts and intents of the heart,'-and roused to a sense of 
his duty, and alas ! of bis delinquency also. The heathen, in their measure, 
have this experience, as well as others. But the Apostle is here addressing 
himself to pious Jews and Jewish proselytes, well trained in matters of re­
ligion, and earnestly desiring, as he believed, to do the will of God, and 
live. He is explaining to them the secret mo,ements of their own hearts, 
by telling of his own experience ; and in this way also is seeking to shatter 
their confidence in their own meritorious righteousness, and to lead them 
on to appreciate more fully that blessed gift of righteousness, which our 
Father's Love bestows on us in the Gospel. He is sure that they too have 
found that they could not secure the life, which they longed for, by their 
own obedience to God's perfect Law,-that they too must ha,e often felt, 
that, when wishing to do good, el'il v.as present with them,-that they 
must have been constrained at times to cry out ~vith himself, ' wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of death?' 

214. >'. 0. when t!te Commandment came, Sin revived, and I died. 
When the word of God came home to my heart, and I saw with a deeper 
insight what kind of service the holy requirements of the Law demanded, 
the evil in my nature ' revived,' gained, as it were, new life and vigour, 
sprung up at once into activity. It stirred in me all manner of desire to 
do what I now knew to be wrong; and so, doing evil, I became conscious 
of a weight of guilt upon my soul, and this sense of guilt,-of the evil in 
my nature, of my inability to resist it, and of the bitter consequences of 
yielding to it,-became ever more heavy upon me. Thus I felt more and 
more under the power of Sin. I became its thrall, and groaned under its 
horrible tyranny. I felt that Sin was a reality; that it had a fearful energy 
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and vitality, that I was falling more and more under its power, that it was 
working in me shame, misery, and death; 'Sin revived, and I died.' 

215. v. 10. And tlie Commandment, &:c. Thus that very Command­
ment, which was given me for life, by the opposition which my fleshly 
Adam-nature roused to it, and by the despair engendered through my 
fruitless efforts, by reason cf the sinful taint in my nature, to do what I 
knew to be good, and ccochew what I knew to be evil, turned out to be ef­
fective only for producing death. 

21G. v. 11. for Siu, taking occasion by tlte Commandment, beguiled 
me, and, by means of it slew me. For Sin, seeing that there was a Com­
mandment, which had come home to my heart, so that I knew what was 
right and good by means of it, made use of that very knowledge of mine 
to exert its abominable power upon me. Just as, in the prime,al story of 
our'racc, the Serpent is represented as knowing that our first parents had 
a commandment, and were fully aware of it, and beguiling the weaker one 
to transgress that very commandment, bringing death upon them both 
thereby, so the Sin in my nature beguiled me to transgress that very will 
of God, which my conscience knew of,-it told me, as the serpent told 
Eve, that I should not surely die for committing this one act of disobe­
dience, that I should gain some immediate pleasure and benefit from it,­
and so it brought death upon me, a sense of shame and uneasiness, a sense 
of separation from God, a sense of gloom and guiltiness, increasing and 
deepening ever more and more, with each fresh act ,vhich I wrought in 
that accursed slavery. 

K otice again that it is not the Blessed Law that kills, but Sin, that takes 
occasion by the Commandment, and, by means of it, slays us. 

CHAP. VII. 12-20. 

(12) So then the Law is holy, and the Command­
ment holy, and just, and good. (13) Ha,s then that 
which is good become to me death ? Nay, not so ! 
But Sin, so as to appear Sin, by means of that which 
is good, working out death, so that Sin might, by 
means of the Commandment, become exceedingly sin­
ful. (14) For we know that the Law is spiritual ; but 
I am fleshly, sold under Sin. (15) For, what I work 
out, f do not allow; for not, what I will, that do I, 
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but, what I hate, that do I. (16) But if, what I will 
not, that I do, I agree to the Law that it is good. 
(17) But now no longer I work it out, but Sin dwell­
ing in me. (18) For I know that there dwelleth not 
in me, that is in my flesh, anything good; for to will 
is present to me, but to work out what is beautiful, I 
find not. (19) For the good, which I will, I do not; 
but the evil, which I will not, that I do. (20) But, 
if I do that which I will not, it is no longer I that 
work it out, but Sin dwelling in me. 

NOTES. 

217. v. 13. So as to appear Sin, so as to appear in its true character 
as Sin, so as to exhibit its true nature of perverse wilfulness, so as to show 
itself, by making use of a blessed commandment, to be Sin in very deed 
and truth, 'exceedingly sinful.' 

218. v. 14. We know that tlze Law is Spii-itual. The Law is 'spiri­
tual;' it has to do with the spirit of man, and with those things which be­
long to the spirit, with righteousness, and purity, and truth, and love. It 
requires also this spirit in man, endowed with the proper faculty for re­
ceiving its admonitions, who shall attend and give heed to its teachings, 
and by whose instructions, as it were, man's will shall be directed, and by 
whose living force, derived from the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, the man 
shail be enabled to keep the body in subjection to the Law of God, its 
Maker. Xow this spirit in man is breathed into us, with the first breath 
of new life, which the Spirit of God imparts to us all, as redeemed 
creatures. It is the gift of life, which is given us in Christ Jesus. All the 
sense, which we have, of the 'beauty of boliness,'-all admiration, and 
secret love, in our very heart of hearts, of that which is 'good, and true, 
and just, and pure, and lovely, and of good report,' even while we may 
perversely be choosing and practising the opposite,-we have because of 
the existence of this spirit in us, because we are spiritual beings, because 
we have had this spiritual life quickened in us, by our Father's grace, by 
virtue of our relation to our Head. All men, then, have this spirit, this 
spiritual life, though all men may not realise it to themselves nor exhibit 
it to others. In some it may be as yet imd;veloped, as in infants,-in 
others, suspended, discnablecl or supprtssed, as in persons asleep, insen-

7 
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sible, or insane, in whom the spirit is unable to act upon the wil: in a con­
sistent and normal manner, because of some defective physical arrange­
ments. So too, in persons such as St. Paul, when he was ' living, apart 
from the Law once,' as yet not thoroughly quickened by the word of God 
coming home with power to his heart, the spirit is dol'mant, and not yet 
roused into energetic action. The man is hardly conscious of his spiritual 
life; be has not yet had with his heart those awful communings, which be­
come a creature born for eternity. Ilis spirit, though it be not dead, has 
not yet been waked into active living exercise, by the touch, as it were, of 
the Spirit of God. He is, practically, still in ' the flesh,' in his natural state, 
unconscious of the grace of God, and the gift of spiritual life by grace, of 
which he, as a redeemed creature, is partaking, and in the strength of 
which, ever renewed from the fulncss of life in Christ Jesus, be can break 
off the chains of Sin, and refuse to be its slave. 

21\J. v. 14. I am.fleshly, sold imdcl' Sin. St. Paul is still thinking of 
himself in his former state, not as he was at first, when he was 'living 
apart from the Law,' but as he was when the Law bad come home to him, 
and be saw something of its perfection and beauty, and bis spirit rejoiced 
in it, and bis will desired it, but, being beguiled by Sin into disobedience, 
be fell into despair, and under the slavery of Sin and Death. In this state, 
knowing nothing of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, by which his spirit 
would be kept alive continually, and strength supplied to him to refuse to 
be the slave of Sin, it seemed to him that he was but a fleshly creature, one, 
sold by the very conditions of his birth, as one of a fallen race, under the 
power of Sin. 

St. Paul's words here, as before, will correspond more or less exactly 
to the experience of all earnest men, in proportion as their eyes are en­
lightened to see the Holiness of the Divine Law, and their own deficiency. 
Such a feeling, as he has here expressed, must often be the feeling of any 
man, who, without the revelation of God's grace, becomes awakened to the 
sense of his duty, and again and again is made deeply conscious how mnch 
he comes short of it. Ile knows nothing of the life of the spirit, that spiri­
tual life which has been given to us, and will be maintained in us, because 
Christ lives, though, in fact, he feels its presence within him, continually 
prompting him to good, and warning him from evil. But, every time he 
is seduced into sin, it seems as if he must lie do\\·n in the dust, and die, as 
if he were only fleshly, sold as a bond-slnxe under Sin. It is true, all the 
while, that such a person is not really a mere fleshly creature, is not sold 
under Sin. The very sense he has of his misery shows this-shows that 
the spirit is there, and is alive within him. The very groaning of his soul, 
while he feels the accursed power of Sin, and writhes under the hateful 
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bondage, is a sign that he is not born to be a sla'\'e of Sin, that his rightful 
Master is even now claiming him, that be has even now, though he does 
not yet know it, a right and a power to shake off the fetters of Sin, and 
rise up rejoicing, as a freed man of Christ. Sometimes, indeed, be does 
begin to lift up bis head in hope, conscious of a strength, which he has 
been able to exert for a season. He begins, perhaps, to reckon upon it as 
his own, and to suppose that he shall now at length escape from the bond­
age in which he has been held. Alas! the strength, on which he has re­
lied, gives way in the time of temptation. He has no sweet assurance, as 
the Christian has, to comfort him under this disappointment, to raise and 
restore him, after his fall, to encourage him to repeat the effort, not in his 
own strength, but in the strength of Ilim who is our Head. And so it seems 
to him that he is still 'in the flesh,' and its weakness must yield, and Sin 
must be master, and lord it over him to the end. He feels that he cannot 
escape out of this thraldom,-that, struggle as he may, it is of no use to 
contend with e'l"il,-that he must surrender himself to do the work of Sin, 
and receive its wages. 

220. v. 15. I do not allow, literally, 'I do not know,' I do not recog• 
nise, appro'l"c of, allow; in the same sense in which it is said, 'The Lord 
knoweth them that a1·c Ilis.' 

221. v. 16. I agree to the Law that it is good, I have an inward con­
sciousness that the Law itself is good and excellent. It is the redeemed 
spirit, quickened with life from the Life which is in Christ, which is con­
scious of this, though the man himself may not know that he has such a 
living spirit within him, and may yield himself, in spite of this conscious­
ness, to be the slave of Sin. 

222. 'I". 17. But now. The word 'now' here docs not refer to time, as 
if opposed to 'then,' but is equi'l"alent to 'this being the case,' 'under these 
circumstances.' 

223. v. 17. },To longer I work it out, but Sin dwelling in me,-that is, 
in my fallen nature, as a man. The Apostle is still describing the state in 
which he found himself, when God's Law was brought home to his con­
science, and he approved it heartily, his mind took delight in it, though he 
knew not why, he knew not that he was a spiritual creature, and that his 
spirit's life was, and would be, sustained by virtue of his union with the 
~pirit of Christ. And so he tried to keep the holy Law, and, presently, 
Sin sprung up into life in his fallen nature, beguiled him into disobedience, 
OYerthrcw him, and slew him. And yet he did not consent willingly to be 
its slave. He speaks of himself,-not as doing from the heart the works 
of Sin, for in that case he would be 'working out' evil (ii. 9), but-as hat­
ing the work, while, from the weakness of the flesh, he does it, as loathing 
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the bondage, in which he feels himself, as it seems to him, hopelessly con­
denmed to do the work of a slave. 'It is not I that work out this evil, 
that work it with my heart, with full consent and purpose. But it is the 
tyrant Sin, who lords it over me, and makes me do it, and is day by day in 
this manner destroying me, and bringing death upon me.' 

224. v. 18. T!tere dwelleth not in me, that is, in my flesh, anything 
good; Joi· to will is present to me, but to icork out what is beautiful I find 
not. 'In my flesh,' says the Apostle, 'in that nature which I derive from 
.A.dam, I know, there dwelleth no good thing.' He corrects the first ex­
pression, 'in me,' because he feels that in himself as a redeemed creature,­
as ha,ing a second spiritual birth, a spiritual nature, derived from the 
second ..A.dam,-there is something good. There was something good in 
him, though not in bis fleshly nature, e.en under the circumstances be is 
describing, when he fell down, bowed, as it seemed, e,en unto death, 
under the accursed yoke of Sin. There was something good, for ' to will 
was present in him;' though, at that time, without any knowledge of the 
Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, from which his own spirit had deri,.ed its 
life, and might, at all times, draw fresh supplies of life for its daily neces­
sities, he found not any means of' working out' that which he saw to be so 
'fair and good.' He was then working for life,-trying to 'work out' what 
is good, that he might establish his own righteousness, and enter into life. 
Now he has learned the blessedness of working from life, of rccci.ing 
thankfully God's gracious gift of righteousness, bestowed upon him freely 
in His Son1 and the gift of life which accompanies it. For in the power 
of that life, supplied daily from the Living Fountain, he can yield himself 
up to God, and his members as servants unto God,-not, indeed, perfectly, 
not so as to ' work out' that which is good, as he once thought of doing, 
seeking thereby gain or glory to himself, but so as to ' work' it, as a child 
of God, to the praise of his Father in Heaven. 

225. v. 18. Beautiful. This is the nearest English word -to express the 
Greek, which implies not merely what is good in itself, but what is seen to 
be lovely and fair, as well as good. 

CHAP. VII. 21-23. 

(21) I find the law to me, willing to do what 1s 

beautiful, that evil is present to me. (22) For I de­
light in the Law of Goel in the inner man. (23) But 
I see another law in my members, warring against the 
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law of my mind, and leading me captive to the law of 
sm, which is in my members. 

XOTES. 

226. ,. 21. I fincl then thelaw, ci:c. Is it then true that, whene'l"cr a. 
man wishes to do good, evil is always present to him? Certainly, evil is 
ah-rays present in our nature on this side of the gra'l"c, and ready to tempt 
us, and draw us aside to e'l"il ; and, more or less, by reason of the weak­
ness of our fleshly nature, it docs mingle imperfection with all we do. 
When we do ' what we would,' Sin more or less defiles the action with 
its taint; and often, alas ! it draws us on to do ' the things that we would 
not.' The pious heathen must have felt this, in some measure, as well as 
the pious J cw or Christian. He too has had to maintain the same kind of 
struggle with the evil in his nature, though he could not, perhaps, have 
expressed in words what he experienced, or explained, in such language as 
St. Paul has used in this chapter, the meaning of his troubled inner life. 
He, too, has felt that, when he would be doing good, evil was present 
to him. 

llfcns aliud suadct. 
Dctcriora scquor. 

Aliudque cupido, 
Video mcliora, proboque ; 

And if, in spite of this, the pious heathen has gi,en his heart to do the 
good, and refused to do the evil, it was only because he had a strength 
supplied to him, from a source which he knew not. In his flesh, indeed,· 
though he knew it not, there was no good thing; but in his Lord, un­
known, perhaps, by Name to him as yet, but by whom be was known, 
there was Life, from which the life of his spirit came. 

But to the true Christian these words of St. Paul are abundantly intel­
ligible. He finds it to be 'the lnw '-that is, the rule under which his life 
in this world must be passed-that, when he would do good, evil will be 
present to him, suggested to him, or tempting him. The more devout and 
earnest and heavenly-minded a man has grown by God's grace, the more 
conscious he will be of tbis,-if not always, at every moment, yet so con• 
stantly, that he feels it to be, as it were, 'the law' of his earthly existence, 
he is ever reminded that sin is there, close at hand, in his fleshly nature. 
But this is the difference between his present state and his former state, 
when he too, perhaps-like St. Paul-lived for a season 'in the flesh,' un­
conscious of the spiritual influences, which, by God's grace, were e'l"en then 
acting upon him. Then, when at last he was stirred to the rnry depths 
wiihin him by God's living word, coming home to his hcart,-when he 
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thus became convinced of sin, of the perfect holiness of God's Blessed Law, 
and his own frequent unfaithfulness and utter inability to keep it,-he fell 
into hopelessness and despair, he fell back under the power of Sin and 
Death. .}tow he understantls the whole. He knows that there is this Sin, 
'which is in him,' that evil will be present to him, whenever be would be 
doing good,-tbat the hateful tyrant will try to bring him under its pon-cr 
as a mere fleshly creature, and may, perchance, through the weakness of 
the flesh, bound, as he still roust be, in this life to this 'body of death,' 
make him still at times, against his will and better resolutions, do its ,ile 
work in some act or other. The knowledge he has of this fact will help to 
keep him bumble and dependent, ' watching unto prayer;' but it will not 
now drive him to despair. For his spirit is still alive unto God, quickened 
with Christ's Life. Uc knows this, e,cn when fallen for a. season, and 
lying oppressed under the accursed slavery of Sin. IIe knows this, so long 
as he feels within him one single pulse, as it were, of spiritual life, one 
movement of the heart towards God and the remembrance of His Holiness, 
one thought of repentance, one desire to return, and throw himself at the 
feet of his Ilea,enly Father, and say, 'Father, I ham sinned: I am no 
more worthy to be called thy child.' And, knowing that his spirit is thus 
still aliYe with Christ's Life, he knows also that he can have it quickened 
with the abundance of that Life. He is able now to shake off the hold of 
Sin. lie confesses his fault to that gracious Father, who has known it all 
along, and receiYcs again that 'righteousness,' that 'forgi'l"eness' of his 
'unrighteousness,' that 'co'l"ering' of his 'sin,' which that Father's Lo'l"e 
bas freely provided for him in Ilis own clear Son. .And then, with the 
sense of that renewal of the gift of righteousness, there comes a flow of 
fresh life into his whole spiritual being. Being justified by faith, by simple 
trust in God's Fatherly forgi'l"ing Mercy and restoring Love, he has peace 
again with God. IIe is able now to look up again to Hea'l"en, with tearful 
eyes, indeed, and with a broken heart, but yet with joy beaming through 
his tears, and a li'l"ing hope possessing his bosom. And so he springs for­
ward again to his work by his l\Iaster's side, singing cheerfully the song of 
faith, and saying, 'Sin shall not lord it o'l"e.r me ; for I am not under the 
Law, but under Grace.' 

227. v. 22. I delight in the Law of God in the innei- man. In my 
heart of hearts I heartily approve and love the blessed Law of God, even 
when the sin in my fleshly nature tempts me to disobedience, and my weak 
and foolish will consents to be beguiled. By the 'inner man' the Apostle 
means not the spirit, or the will, but the thinking, reasoning, part of man, 
the 'mind,' as be a.fterwarcls calls it, endowed with reason and conscience, 
the faculties of moral sense, which are quickened into action, because he 
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is a redeemed creature, and bas a living spirit within him. (See note 228.) 
He is speaking here, in his own person, of men, like himself, to whose 
hearts the word of God has come home, and who long to be conformed 
unto the Holy Will of God, but fall back in despair, at the sense of its per­
fection and of their own vileness. But the statement, which he has here 
made, expresses also the experience of every human being. As redeemed 
creatures, we do, every one of us,-thc ignorant heathen, as well as the 
enlightened Christian,-' delight in the Law of God in our inner man,' so 
far as it has been revealed and brought home to us, whether we obey it 01· 

not. 
228. v. 22. But I see anotltei· law in my members. The Apostle speaks 

of the human body and its natural desires, as in themselves indifferent, 
just as in the case of othcl' creatures. The body and its members are in­
nocent of all sin, as being mere matter, haYing no consciousness of good 
or evil. But the body and its members must be managed, and used as in­
struments for good or evil. And the question is, what power shall rule 
them,-the pov,er of the spirit, quickened by the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus, or the power of Siu, which is in us, in our fleshly nature, and tries 
to lord it over the body, and lay down its law upon the members. By na­
ture, by our mere natural descent from Adam, the 'law of sin is in our 
members.' And, if a man is still living 'in the flesh,' knowing nothing as 
yet of the Spirit of Life, of which the Gospel speaks to us, then, when the 
word of God comes home to him first with its mighty power, it will seem 
to him that he must yield up his body to do the work of Sin, and must 
himself become its slaYc. It is true, that he is not really, as he supposes, 
a mere fleshly being. He feels even now a 'law of his mind,' against which 
this 'law of sin in his members is warring.' '!'hat 'law of his mind' is a 
sign, if he only knew its meaning, tliat he is not merely a fleshly and fallen, 
but a redeemed and spiritual, creature. The 'mind '-the thinking, rea­
soning, part of man-stands here, in fact, for the man himself, considered 
as a thinking and reasoning being, as having reason and conscience, having 
power to discern the right from the wrong, the good from the evil, because 
he has a living spirit given him, in union with which these faculties of 
moral sense are quickened. If he had no living spirit given him, by union 
throuo-h God's "race with the Livin" Head of the great human family,-if 
he we:·e only a

0 

fallen, fleshly, and ~iuful, and therefore also an accursed, 
creature, instead of a redeemed one,-thcse faculties of moral sense would 
be dead; he would have no power to behold the beauty of goodness and 
the deformity of vice, to approve the one and condemn the other. But 
every man is redeemed and has a living spirit given him, by ,irtue of his 
union with his Lord. .And, though he may, by long continuance in known 
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evil, crush out by degrees more and more the ,ery life of his spirit, yet so 
long as he has still within him, however faint, that spiritual life, his reason 
and conscience will lay down a law to him, as a thinking being, the 'law 
of his mind.' Thus it is that, in the ' inner man,' he appro,es of the Law 
of God, as holy, just, and good, e,en while he weakly yields to the 'law of 
sin which is in his members,' which 'wars against the law of his mind,' 
and is 'led captive' by it at its will. 

Among the Zulus there is a distinct recognition of the double nature 
of man. They speak of the uGovana, which prompts him to steal and lie, 
commit murder and adultery, and the itl{embeza, which 'bids him,' as a 
native would say, 'leave all that.' 

229. ,. 23. leading me captive. The Greek Present here used may 
imply not actually 'leading captive,' (which may or may not be the case,) 
but 'seeking to lead captive.' 'The law of sin in my members fights 
against the Jaw of my mind, and is bent upon bringing me under subjection 
to itself (the law of sin in my members), as a captive sla,e.' 

CHAP. VII. 24, 25. 

(24) Wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver 
me out of this body of death? I thank God through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. (25) So then I myself with my 
mind serve, as a slave, the Law of God, though with the 
flesh the law of sin. 

NOTES. 

230. v. 24. M·etched man that I am ! The groan is at last forced out 
from a man, who, still living ' in the flesh,' unconscious of his hope and 
strength as a redeemed creature, knowing nothing of the Spirit of Life iu 
Christ Jesus, by which his own spirit lives, is strong in his own strength to 
do what is good, or seems to be so, (for the ~trength, which he has, comes 
really from God, though he docs not yet know this, but thinks it his own,) 
and finds himself again and again overcome,-finds himself beguiled by the 
sin in his nature, and led captive to the law of sin in his members, in spite 
of the voice of reason and conscience, in opposition to the law of his mind, 
-and so, at last, sinks back in despair. 

231. v. 24. Who shall deliver me out of this bod.1J of death? Then, 
at last, he cries for help. He c-annot sne himself from being Ol"ercome by 
the power of evil. But is there none Mighty to save-and Merciful as well 
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as Mighty-able and willing to deliver hiru 'out of this body of death'­
not 'from,' but 'out of,' ns if he were helplessly sunk and held fast in it? 
He calls our present body a 'body of death,' because it is n 'body of Sin,' 
-innocent and helpless, indeed, in itself, indifferent to good or evil, but, 
as far as our natural birth is concerned, used by our fleshly nature, as the 
instrument of Sin, to work out de:tth in us. 

232. , •. 24. 1 thank God through Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank 
Gou I am delivered out of it,-not from it, {for that can only be when it is 
broken up by death,) but out of it, out of the state of helplessness in which 
I seemed sunk, because tied to this body. For the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus enables me to strive with and overcome the law of sin and death, 
which is in my members ; and I can now refuse to be the slave of Sin, and 
to yield up my members to its will. 

233. v. 25. So then I myself, ci:c. N"ow, therefore, since we have re­
ceived the grace of God in Christ Jesus, I, the true man, myself, (with 
reference to vv. 17, 20, where he had said it is not I that do this evil, but 
Sin that dwelleth in me,) can serve and do serve with my mind, my think­
ing, reasoning powers, the Law of God, although, it is true, my fleshly 
nature still is a slave to the law of Sin. If I did not know God's grace in 
the Gospel, I might, indeed, be miserable, be overwhelmed with shame and 
dread, at finding by daily experience, that, while with my mind I obey 
God's Law, yet still there is a part of my nature, which is corrupt and evil, 
and holds me back from obeying it as perfectly as I would,-a fallen, flesh­
ly nature, in which Sin dwells. But I will not let the Sin in my fleshly 
nature work out its work in me, as it seeks to do. It is not lord over me, 
though it claims to be so. My fleshly nature may and v.ill own its rule, as 
indeed it must; but I myself will not ; with my mind I will serve the law 
of God, walking 'not after the flesh, but after the spirit.' 

CHAP. VIII. 1-4. 

(1) So then there is now no condemnation to those 
m Christ Jesus. (2) For the Law of the Spirit of Life 
m Christ Jesus freed me from the Law of Sin and 
Death. (3) For, what to_ the Law was impossible, that 
wherein it was weak through the flesh, God, sending 
his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh ancl for sin, con-

7* 
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demned the sin in the flesh; ( 4) that so the require­
ment of the law may be fulfilled in us, walking, of 
course, not after the flesh, but afte1· the Spirit. 

NOTES. 

234. v. 1. so then tltei-c is now no condemnation to those in Ch,·ist Jesus, 
The Apostle is speaking of earnest, devout believers, like himself, who have 
rcalise<l the true meaning of the blessc<l gift of righteousness which the 
Gospel declares to us. Now from his heart, as he says in the next verse, 
and from the heart of others like him, to whom the words of life have been 
brought home, the weight has been taken off, the sense of guilt and misery 
and condemnation, which would otherwise have driven them to despair, 
and left them helpless nn<ler the power of Sin and Death. • 

From all, then, which has been said, it follows, and this is the blessed 
l\fessage of the Gospel, that, though we have a sinful nature, and arc con­
scious of innumerable faults and shortcomings, there is no condemnation 
against us for that. ,vc arc 'in Christ Jcsus,'-objccts of farnur in Him, 
regarded by our Heavenly Father, as redeemed and reconciled in Him. 
The words, 'who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit,' which stand 
at the end of this verse in the English Version, are not foun<l in the best 
MSS., and were probably introduced from verse 4 by some tran:;:criber, who 
thought it necessary to correct in this way what seemed to him too bold an 
assertion. 

If men, Christians or others, do walk ' after the flesh,' of course, there 
will be condemnation upon them, as he has said already in ii. 6-16. But 
he is not referring here to that kind of condemnation, which will justly rest 
on those who 'keep back the truth in unrighteousness,' and wilfully sin 
against the light, and knowledge of the right and true vouchsafed to them. 

235. v. 2. the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus f1·eed me from 
the law of Sin and Death. As soon ns the words of life in the Gospel 
came home to my heart, the chains of Sin and Death fell off from my 
hands. I found that I was no longer obliged to be the slave of Sin, and 
obey its law. I found that I was under a law of Life and Love,-that tl.te 
Spirit of Grace was given me, to quicken my spirit, and restore it con­
st:mtly, when faint and feeble. And that Spirit was gi\'en as a Spirit of 
.Adoption also, and its operations within my heart, of which I am daily con­
scious, are signs to me that I am dealt with as a child, that my Father loves 
me, that I am not an accursed, but a redeemed creature. Under that law 
of Love my heart, my will, yielded itself joyfully, choosing to obey the 
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better Law of my mind, and not the law of sin, which is in my fleshly na­
ture, and tries to bring me under its power. 

This 'Law of the Spirit of Life, is, doubtless, brought home, more or 
less distinctly, to many, who have not been blessed with the full revelation 
of it in the Gospel, am! with proportionate effect in filling their hearts with 
strength and peace in the discharge of life's duties. If any heathen, such 
as Socrates or Cicero, has felt a cheerful, child-like confidence in the Dirine 
Goodness and Mercy, while following, though imperfectly, yet sincerely 
and with a single eye, the Law of his mind, as a redeemed creature,-that 
which he knew to be the good and the true,-that joy must have been the 
fruit of the same Good Spirit in his heart, inspiring his spirit with life, 
' working in him both to will and to do, after God's good pleasure.' 

23G. v. 3. fo1·, what to tlie law was impossible, cf.:e. :For 'what the 
Law,' God's blessed La,v, brought home to the heart and conscience in any 
way, 'could not do/-the thing, ' in which it was weak by reason of the 
flesh,' because Sin is in our fleshly nature, and rules it as its slave,-' God 
<lid,' who 'sent His own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh and on account 
of sin, and thereby condemned the sin in our flesh., 

The pure and perfect Law seemed to bring under condemnation human 
nature itself, as if it were impossible for any human being, for one with 
such flesh as ours, with such natural desires, passions, and affections, to be 
perfectly pure and holy. Our Lord took our flesh : He was made in our 
likeness, in the likeness of this very flesh of ours, this flesh of ours which 
has the taint of sin,-' in the likeness of sinful flesh,' with a nature like 
ours, yet so that His fleshly nature had no taint of sin. He was made like 
unto us in all points, a true, living, man of flesh and blood, with body, 
soul, and spirit, such as we have,-subject to all the weakness and infirmity 
of this sinful flesh, subject to suffering and pain, disease and death, taking 
the very likeness of this sinful flesh, only without the taint of sin. .And 
He, in that flesh, which He took,-He, as a Man, a true Man, a true 
Brother of the race, He,-' bearing all our griefs, carrying all our sorrows,' 
shal'ing in all the weakness and pains of our flesh, suffering from hunger 
and thirst, cold and weariness, trial and temptation, having passions and 
affections, like other mcn,-yet wrought, in that vel'y flesh, a perfect right­
eousness, and so showed that sin was not a necessary ingredient of a fleshly 
nature like ours, that it was possible to be clothed with flesh, as we are, to 
have a fleshly nature as we have, yet not a sinful one, to be a human being, 
such as we m·e, and not sin. 'l'his is one way in which God condemned the 
sin in our flesh, by sending His Son in the likeness of that very flesh, to 
fulfil the blessed Law of God. 

But He sent Him also 'on account of sin,' as a' sacrifice for sin,'-not 
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merely as an evidence and example of what mi9ht be done by a human 
being, clothed with flesh and blood, as we are, if we had the strength of 
righteous creatures, as He had, but to take away our unrighteousness, by 
offering up Himself, in His Life and Death of' perfect obedience, a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable, and well-pleasing unto God. God sent Him 
thus, in order that He Himself, our Loving Father, might put away our sin, 
and receive and bless us as righteous creatures in Him. Thus 'our unright­
eousness is forgiven,' and ' our sin covered,' by the Love of our Heavenly 
Father, looking at Him and His perfect offering of righteousness, and at us 
in Him, our union with Him being evidenced by His taking a Body in the 
likeness of our sinful flesh, and being sealed by His Blood. Kot only our­
selves, but the living sacrifices, which we offer, though in themselves im­
perfect and unclean, are sprinkled with His Blood, in the eyes of our· 
Heavenly Father. They are looked upon as one with that perfect Sacrifice 
which Ile offered, by virtue of that Death, which completed His human life 
of obedience, and fully declared His brotherhood with us ; and so they too 
are' holy and acceptable unto God, our reasonable service.' 

In this way, also, by sending Ilis Son to make at-one-ment for sin, to take 
away our sin in God's sight, by the perfect sacrifice, which Ile offered, of 
loving obedience, e.en unto death, a death which sealed His union with us 
as our Head, God further and more fully condemned 'the sin in our flesh.' 
He showed before that sin was no necessary p:irt of a fleshly nature, that 
such a being as man, even in his present weak and suffering state, if not a 
fallen creature, has nothing to do with serving sin, and need not be its 
slave. He now showed further that even, though fallen, we are not left to 
be its slaves ; for God Himself has restored and raised us from the Fall ; 
He has sent His Son as a sacrifice on account of sin, and, looking at Him 
and His pure offering, He looks with favour upon us, though sinful crea­
tures; Ile freely puts away our sin for the sake of Him, whom He Himself 
has sent to be our Head. Our sins fade away and disappear in the light of 
His perfect righteousness, and we receive the free gift of righteousness and 
life. Jn both these ways God' condemned the sin in our flesh.' He made 
it plain that, though present in our fleshly nature, it was no proper part of 
it, it ought not to be there ; and, though it will be there to the end of this 
mortal life, when ' this body of death ' shall be done away, yet it need not, 
and must not, rule the man, as a redeemed creature, a member of Christ, a 
child of God, whom the 'law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has set 
free from the law of Sin and Death.' 

The Law by itself could not do this. It could only convince a man of 
sin-make him feel that lie had a sinful taint in his nature, that sin was in 
his flesh. It coul~ not ' condemn the sin in bis flesh.' It could not make 
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the man feel, either that sin ought not to ha,e such power in a fleshly na• 
ture like ours, or that it need not, and must not, by bringing our members 
to do its work, as instruments of unrighteousness, be allowed to put forth 
this power in us, though we are fallen creatures, and our fleshly nature has 
the taint of sin. Only the Gospel of God's Free Grace and Love in Christ 
Jesus could do this. 

237. ,. 4. fulfilled, not perfectly, but with hearty readiness and full 
desire, embracing the whole Law in all its points. 

238. v. 4. walking, of course, &c. The words, 'of course,' express the 
force of the Greek article here. St. Paul qualifies, as it were, his language, 
knowing that, notwithstanding all the grace of God, the requirements of His 
blessed Law will not be fulfilled by all, but only by those who walk after 
the Spirit. 

239. v. 4. ajta tlteflesh. Kote, that to' walk in the flesh,' is not the 
same as to ' walk after the flesh.' The difference in the two expressions is 
well shown in 2 Cor. x. 2, 3. ' Some think of us as if we walked after the 
flesh. But, though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the jJeslt.' 
To ' walk in the flesh ' is to walk as persons still bearing about with us the 
consequences of the Fall, whether with or without a consciousness of our 
condition, whether with or without a willing surrender of the heart to abide 
in that condition. To lirn 'after the flesh' is to make this surrender, to 
follow the suggestions and impulses of our fallen fleshly nature, which is a 
'sla,e of Sin.' 

240. v. 4. afte1· the spfrit. The spirit, here, is the spirit of the man, 
which is quickened by the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, and, so long as it 
lives, is the 'ser,ant of God,' which the whole man, with his mind, is 
bound to obey. 

CHAP. VIII. 5-11. 

(5) For those after the flesh mind the things of 
the flesh ; but those after the spirit, the things of the 
spirit. (6) For the mind of the flesh is death; but 
the mind of the spirit is life and peace. (7) Because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity against God; for it is 
not for being subjected to the law of God, neither, in­
deed, can be ; (8) but they, who are in flesh, cannot 
please God. (9) But ye are not in flesh, but in spirit, 
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if, indeed, the Spirit of God dwells in you. But, if any 
man has not the Spirit of Christ, that man is not His. 
(10) But, if Christ be in you, the body, indeed, is 
dead, by reason of sin, but the spirit is life by reason 
of righteousness. (11) But, if the Spirit.of Him, who 
raised Jesus from the dead, dwells in you, He, who 
raised Christ from the dead, shall quicken also your 
mortal bodies by reason of His Spirit which dwelleth 
in you. 

NOTES. 

241. v. 6. the mind of the flesh is death, d:c. That which the flesh, 
the fallen, fleshly, Adam-nature, minds or concerns itself about, is sin, 
which is another name for death. But that which the spirit of a man 
minds, quickened by the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, is gooducss, which 
is auother name for life and peace. 

According to St. Paul, the flesh, the old, fallen, fleshly nature, deri"vcd 
from our birth from the first Adam, is always setting its heart on what is evil; 
while the spirit, the new spiritual nature, derived from our birth from the 
second Adam, is always setting its lieart on what is good. And now, which 
will the man himself, in the awful responsibility of his own will, choose to 
obey? Will he yield himself up to Sin, as a willing slave, surrendering his 
helpless body and its members, as instruments of unrighteousness, to the 
Sin which dwells in his fallen, fleshly nature, and so by degrees destroy the 
life of his spirit? Or will he yield himself up to God, and so find his own 
spirit more and more abound with life, and his heart with peace, being 
filled with all the fuluess of God ? 

242. v. 8. they, who are in flesh, in a fleshly state, living as mere flesh­
ly creatures, knowiug no other mind than that of the flesh, yielding them­
selYes up to the sin in their flesh, to do its work as slaYes, sunk down, as it 
were, into the midst of their fleshly nature, and making no efforts to rise 
out of it. Such 'cannot please God:' He cannot take delight in them: 
they cannot offer Him the living sacrifice of all their powers, which He de­
sires of His children. How far such a state is guilty before God, He only 
can tell, who knows the secrets of all hearts and lives, what light and 
knowledge have been granted and abused. 

243. v. 9. in spirit, in a spiritual state, living as spiritual creatures, 
giving yourselves up to be moulded for all that is good, by the influences 
of the spirit within you, which is quickened and led by the Spirit of God. 
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244. v. 9. but you are not in flesh, but in spirit, if, indeed, the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. 'Dut you, at all events, arc not in a fleshly, but a 
spiritual, state, if, indeed, you arc conscious, (as, of course, you are,) tbat 
the Spirit of God has quickened your spirits ,,ith life, and dwells with lifc­
giving, life sustaining powc1· within you.' 

245. v. 9. the Spirit of Christ. In this passage the three expressions 
are used as synonymous, ' Spirit of Gou,' 'Spirit of Christ,' 'Christ.' Ilut 
it would not be right to force this fact into a proof of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, which is not necessarily involved in it. Indeed, it is most prob­
able that St. Paul uses the words 'of Christ,' in the sense of' belonging to 
Christ,' He being, as it were, the prop1·ietor of the Spirit of God, having 
been entrusted with the gift of Life, as the llead, to bestow it upon the 
members. Thus (Acts i. 4) our Lord Himself speaks of the Spirit, as 'the 
promise of the Father,' and (Acts ii. 3:l, 33) St. Peter says, 'This Jesus, 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, hath shed forth this which ye now both see 
and hear.' It is the ' Spirit of Life' which God gives us in His Son. 

246. v. 9. If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, that man is not 
His. The Apostle states this as an axiom, self-eYident. ' Of course, every 
living member of the Body must partake of the life of the Head. So that, 
if any man has no sign whatever of a living spirit within him, drawing its 
life from the Spirit of Life, which is given to us in Christ Jesus, that man 
cannot belong to Christ.' The vrnrds are not intended to imply that some 
men have the Spirit of Christ, antl some not, (whether this be so or not,) 
any more than the words addressed to Kicodemus, 'Unless a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,' implied that some men were 
thus born again, and others not, or that he needed at some future time to 
be born again, and was not so born already. Those words of our Lord laid 
down the general truth that a new spiritual birth was needed, besides the 
natural one, that a. man may enter heaven. .And the words now before us 
enunciate in another form the same truth. ' If any man has not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is not His.' If, therefore, a man can be found, so utterly de­
praved, as to have no spark of spiritual life remaining in him, not a single 
good thought, no desire to do what is right, because it is right, no move­
ment of godly sorrow for things done wrong, no wish for amendment, 
nothing but sullen hatred of all goodness, hatred of God, and hatred of his 
fellow-men-of such a man, if such can be found, we might fear that it may 
be true that he has quenched the spirit, the living fire, that was once kindled 
by God's grace, within his heart, he has crushed out and killed the spiritual 
life, that was given him in his second spiritual birth, as a redeemed crea­
ture ; as he shows no sign of having, in any measure, the Spirit of Christ, 
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it may be that he has none of it, and if so, he cannot be His. Yet, let 
every man judge himself: we cannot dare to judge our brother-man in this 
way. And, blessed be God, the convcr;;e is also true. If any man hai·e 
the Spirit of Christ in any measure, and however he may have trifled with 
the heaYculy gift, and resisted the grace of God, 'that was for leading him 
to repentance,' still feels within him one movement of spirituai life, by that 
sign be may know that he is still one of Christ's, still regarded as in Him, 
still able to draw from the Fount of Life, which is opened in Him, all the 
plentiful supply wl1ich he needs for his fainting spirit. 

247. v. 10. the body, indeed, is dead, by reason of sin; but t!te spirit 
is life, by 1·ea.son of righteousness. St. Paul, in this, and other passages, 
,rhich shall be noted as we reach them, speaks of the spirit being even now 
alive with life flowing from the Spirit of Christ ; whereas the body, he says, 
is still dead, it has not received life, so as to be a fit servant of the living 
spirit, a spiritual body. The resurrection of the spirit has already taken 
place ; the resurrection of the body is yet to come. The spirit is life, be­
cause of the righteousness wLich God has given us in His Son. By our 
natural birth only, it lay under the power of Sin and the necessity of Death, 
as well as the body; but already a new life has been given to it; it is re­
deemed and quickened by union with Christ's ~pirit. The body, howe,er, 
is not yet redeemed ; it is dead, because of the sin in our fleshly nature, in 
that nature which we derive from Adam, and to which our bodies belong. 
It is still under the necessity of dying, before it can be redeemed altogether 
from the power of that 'sin in the flesh,' which uses too often, and tries 
continually to use, the natural bodily desires and its members, as servants 
of unrighteousness, to do its will, against the better law of the mind and 
spirit. But the grace of God in Christ Jesus will make the grave a gate of 
life even for our mortal bodie8, as the Apostle goes on to explain in the 
next ,ersc. 

248. v. 11. If the Spirit of Him, 'l.dto raised Jesus from the dead, 
du·ell ·in you, d:c. If it be, indeed, true, as you know it is, that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you,-the Spirit by whom He Himself, our Head, -was 
raised from the dead, never more to die, His mortal body being changed to 
a glorified, 8piritual body,-this fact itself is a pledge tkt you also will in 
like manner be raised, by the power of the self-same Spirit, and this mortal 
body of yours shall put on immortality, and this coITUptible shall put on 
incorruption ; when the body also shall be redeemed from the power of 
evil, and this sinful, fleshly nature be wholly done away, and the glorified 
body be a willing servant of the spirit in the work of righteousness. 
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CHAP. VIII. 12-17. 

(12) So, then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live after the flesh ; (13) for, if ye will live. 
after the flesh, ye will die ; but, if by the spirit ye put 
to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live. (14) For 
all, who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God. (15) For ye received not a Spirit of 
slavery again unto fear; but ye received a Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, 'Abba! Father!' (16) The 
Spirit itself witnesseth with our spirit that we are chil­
dren of God. (17) But, if children, then also heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if, at least, 
we ·suffer together with Him, that so we may be glori­
fied together with Hini. 

NOTES. 

249. v. 12. So then, cf:c. At last, ,,e get the full answer to the ques­
tion in ,i. 1, 'Shall we continue in sin that so grace may abound?' repeated 
-in vi. 15, 'Shall we sin, because we are not under law, but under grace?' 
The .Apostle has intended to gi,e this answer all along, but has been inter­
rupted by two or three digressions, iuto which his train of thought led him, 
more suo, while dictating this letter to his amanuensis, Tcrtius-vcry prob­
ably on different occasions, for we cannot suppose so long and thoughtful a 
letter was written in one day. 

250. v. 13. ye will die, not ye shall die, as in the English version, but 
'ye arc about to die.' The .Apostle is here speaking of death, as the 
natural necessary consequence of men's living after the flesh, not of any 
judgment which God will pass upon them. In the latter part of the verse, 
the Greek construction is changed, and the English version is correct, ' ye 
shall live.' 

251. v. 13. if by the spirit ye put to death the deeds of tlte body, that 
is, the deeds of excess, into which, under the iufluence of the ' sin in the 
flesh,' the helpless body and its members would be carried, if unrestrained 
by the spirit, which has the power given it, to put those unruly desires to 
death, and should do so in the very first promptings of them. 
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252. v. 14. for all, who are being led by tlte Spirit of God, these are 
sons of God. The point in the Apostle's meaning in these words will be 
Jost entirely, if we do not notice where the stress lies. St. Paul does not 
say, ' All, who are being led by God's Spirit, they, and none other, are the 
sons of God.' But he throws the stress (as the Greek shows) on the word 
Spirit, and says, ' All, who arc being led by the Spirit of God, they arc no 
other than sons of God.' Ancl the whole of the rest of the chapter is em­
ployed in showing what glorious consequences follow from this. 

Let us TI"ell_ mark the .Apostle's argument; it is the ground of unspeakable 
hope and colllfort to us. The very fact, be says, that we are being led by 
the Spirit of God, is a proof that we are dealt with as sons, that we may 
look up, and call the Great God, our Father. Ile, who has dealt so gra­
ciously with us, as to give us His Spirit to guide and teach us, means us to 
understand, by that one fact, His Fatherly Love to us. It is the sure sign 
that He loves us; and, blessed be His Name, it is an abiding sign. So 
long as He takes not from any man the light and life of His Holy Spirit, that 
man may have hope ; for be is still dealt with as a child, and not as a foe. 
But, if we know that we are being led by that Gracious Spirit, day by day, 
in the way of righteousness-that, as true, obedient children, we desire to 
follow the guidance of that Heavenly Fricncl, whose still small voice we 
hear continually in our hcarts,-tben we may, indeed, take all the joy, 
which this proof of our Father's LoYe is meant to give us; we may be sure 
of this, that, fallen and sinful as we arc, yet arc we regarded, in very deed 
and truth, as 'sons and daughters of the Lord .Almighty.' 

253. v. 15. For ye received not, &c. 'I say, sons of God; for the 
Spirit, which you were given, under the Gospel, in Christ Jesus, was not a 
Spirit of slavery again, to beget fear in you-a Spirit of slavish fear of a 
holy God-like that which the Law by itself, (unrelieved by the promises 
of Gospel Mercy and Forgi-r.eness, which abound in the Old Testament, as 
well as in the N cw,) can alone bring with it for a fallen man. But it was a 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we are enabled to look up with cheerful con­
fidence, and cry to Ilim, Abba, Father.' 

254. v. 16. Tl1e Spirit itself witnesseth with our spirit that we are 
children of God. The Spirit itself, which has quickened our spirit, bears 
witness with it, that we are, indeed, God's children. Oui· spirit witnesses 
this, because, redeemed and quickened by the Spirit of Life, we know that 
it delights in our Father's Will, and groans over every word and act which 
is opposed to it. W c arc grieved with anything which grieves Him ; and 
so we arc assured that we have something at least of the true spirit of chil­
dren. God's Spirit witnesseth this by the very fact of its being with us, 
inspiring and helping us. The first, the spirit of a man, witnesses subjec-
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tively; each one for himself can feel the force of the witness. The second, 
the Spirit of God, by its ,cry presence with the children of men, witnesses 
objectively. All men can sec tile meaning of this great fact. "\Vhcther a 
man hears or forbears to hear, follows or refuses to follow, the ,oicc of his 
Gracious Teacher, yet the mere fact, that the Spirit of God is still vouch­
safed to him, imparting to him light and life in any measure, is a proof that 
be is treated, not as an enemy, but as a child of God. 

Of course, the Apostle here, as thro~1ghout tile Epistle, is speaking more 
expressly of the de"t"out and faithful Christian, to whom his words, here and 
elsewhere, apply in all their fulness. The inward longings of our hearts, 
whereby we yearn for God, yea, even the Living God,-which seem to wit­
ness of our divine relationship, though we, poor creatures of tile dust, can 
scarcely dare to believe the C't"idence,-thcsc bidden desires and aspirations 
<lo yet become for us a strong ground of living hope and trust, when we 
consider by whom they ha,c been quickened, by whose power sucl1 thoughts 
ba,e been awakened in us-how God Himself is ilere 'guiding us by His 
Counsel, that He m~y bring us to His Glory,'-imparting Himself to us in 
some measure upon earth, that we may sec His Perfect Beauty hcrcaftcr,­
gi,·ing us a foretaste uf that blessedness, into whith our Head bas already 
entered, and which sliall be the rich 'inheritance of the Saints in Light.' 
Ilut the .Apostle's words arc in a measure true of all men, in whom the 
spiritual life, which they have received as redeemed creatures, still exists, 
in whatever degree, not having been altogether crushed out and killed, by 
indulgence in known evil. 

255. v. 17. joint-lwii-s with Clwist. 'Whate"rer glory shall be shared 
by our Head, that we shall share also.' The words have an awful meaning 
in them. They tell us of a joy unutterable, an ' exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory,' which 'eye bath not seen, nor car heard, nor heart of man 
conccfrcd, but which God has prepared' for us, in the counsels of His 
.Almighty Lo,e and Wisdom in Christ Jesus. 

256. v. 17. if, at least, we also s11;fei· together with Ilim. The Apostle 
puts in the necessary correction to the generality of his language,-one 
which our own hearts can supply also. If we would reign with Christ, we 
must be willing also to suffer with him, to be tried and pro"t"ed and pcrfctt­
cd, as He was, through suffering, as our Father shall appoint for us. "re 
too, must 'learn obedience,' as He did, and grow in the true spirit of chil­
dren, by what we suffer. In some way or other, we must expect to haYc 
our portion of suffering, our share of the cross in our passage to the crown. 
Whether in the faithful discharge of daily duty, or the endurance of daily 
affliction, the struggle with some besetting sin, or the effort to grow in 
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some Christian virtue, in whatever way such 'suffering' is appointed for 
us, it does but witness of our fellowship with Him, who for our sakes suf­
fered as the Son of Man, that we might be made the children of God. 

CHAP. VIII. 18-23. 

(18) For I reckon that the sufferings of the present 
time are not worthy [ to be named] with reference to 
the glory which will be revealed upon us. (19) For 
the earnest longing of the creature is expecting the 
revelation of the sons of God. (20) For the creature 
was subjected to wretchedness, not of its own accord, 
but by reason of Him who subjected it in hope, 
(21) that the creature also itself shall be set free from 
the bondage of corruption into the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God. (22) For we know that all the 
crea turc groaneth together and tra vaileth in birth pang 
together until now. (23) And not only so, but even 
we ourselves, having the firstfruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves, sigh in ourselves, awaiting adoption, the 
redemption of our body. 

NOTES. 

257. v. 18. for I reckon, &c. The connexion is obnous. Toil and 
trial we must have in this world ; we must in our measure suffer with our 
Lord. But what of that? We shall also be glorified with Him; and that 
should be enough to keep us steadfast and unmoveable in all our trials. 
'For I reckon that all the sufferings of this life vanish into nothing, in com­
parison with the Glory which will be revealed upon us.' That Glory the 
Apostle never attempts to describe; he only glances at it in such passages 
as these, 'Eye hatb not seen,' &c.; and so St. John says, ',ve know not 
what we shall be.' To be like our Head, and with Him to dwell in our 
Father's Presence, and hear His V oicc, and behold His Face, and go no 
more out for ever-such is the wondrous hope of the Christian,-such is 
the glory which 'shall be revealed upon us,' at that 'revelation of the 
sons of God,' which the whole human race is expecting with earnest long­
ings. 
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258. v. 19. the earnest longing of the creature is expecting the revela­
tion of tlte sons of God. The Greek word here translated 'creature,' is the 
same which occurs in 11:ark xvi. 13, 'Preach the Gospel to all the c1"eature,' 
and Col. i. 23, 'The Gospel, ,Yhich was preached to all the creature under 
hea,en.' From these passages it appears plain that the expression is used 
for ' mankind,' the 'whole human race,' ' humanity,' with especial reference 
to the great mass of it, lying still in an unenlightened and degraded state, 
but not excluding the few to whom the message of life had already come. 
And in this sense the Apostle employs it here. (So .Augustine, Lightfoot, 
Locke, Turretin, Macknight, &c.) Hence, in ,erse 23, be selects out of 
'the creature,' generally, and distinguishes, ' us, who baYe received the 
firstfruits of the Spirit,' that is, Christians. 

Thus, then, St. Paul here says : ' The earnest longing of humanity is 
waiting for that day, when the sons of God,-the true-hearted and faithful 
of e.ery age and clime,-those, who, with the light they had, whether with 
the starlight of nature only, or with the brighter light, as of a clouded noon, 
vouchsafed to the Jew, or un<ler the full clear shining of the Sun of Right­
eousness, have, imperfectly, indeed, at the best, in e,ery case, because of 
the weakness of the flesh, yet with sincerity and singleness of heart and 
purpose, each according to his gift, 'perse,ered in l"l"ell-doing,'-l"l"hen these 
'shall be revealed,' shall be disclosed to the eyes of all, shall be crowned 
with 'glory, honour, and immortality,' and be called to ' enter into the 
joy of their Lord.' The whole of humanity is looking for this day, when 
c,ery life of faithfulness oa earth sh::tll receive its rel"l"ard, a reward not of 
debt, but of grace,-when wickedness shall cease to triumph, and lives of un­
repented sin and wilful disobedience, of fraud, injustice, oppression, cruelty, 
impurity, shall ha,e their just meed of retribution. St. Paul seems to hear 
the sighing of the human race for deliYcrance from the power of Sin and 
Death, the ' bondage of corruption,' under which they groan at present, not 
being as yet aware of the redemption, which bas really been ~Tought for 
them, and shall in due time be made known to them. 

259. -r. 20. fot tlte c1·eatio-e was subjected to wtetcltedness, not of its 
own acco1·d, but by reason of Jlim wlto subjected· it in hope. The Greek 
word, here translated 'wretchedness,' admirably expresses the frailty and 
feebleness of our present mortal state, subject to pain and weakness, sor­
row, suffering, and death,-that state, which our Lord took part in, and 
thereby became subject to suffering,-that state, in which we too must 
suffer with Him. Hence the connection with the words preceding. 'I 
say, the whole of humanity is looking for that hour; for now it is in a state 
of feebleness, beset with eYil of e,ery kind, physical and spiritual.' 

260. Y. 20. not cf its own accol"cl. To this state of feeblenees the 
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human race was subjected, not of its own accor<l, of its own free choice, by 
any voluntary act of evil, like that of .Adam's, but wholly without any 
blame attaching to men, for that state of Yanity in which they find them­
selves. The Apostle utterly repudiates the notion, that any stain of moral 
9uilt can attac.:h to an innocent infant, for the corrupt taint in its nature, 
derived from its earthly parents. X everthelcss, the corruption, the seed 
of death, is there in its nature. It has been made subject to the 'ills that 
mortal flesh is heir to,' not by any act of its own, but by the will of Goel, 
its faithful Creator, its loving Friend and Father, wl10 was pleased to I sub­
ject it' to all this vanity 'in hope.' When He willed that the human race 
should be propagated from its first parents, lie willed, indeed, that it should 
be subject to frailty and to painful trial. But He willccl also, in His Faith­
fulnc,;s and Love He willed, that inhould be freed from any curse, for the 
sinful nature which it bore, and that it should have part in a blessed hope. 
He willed that His mm <lcar Son should be its Head, and o,·ercome Sin and 
Death on its behalf, and restore to the whole race infinitely more than ever 
.A.clam's sin had lost. The ',anity,' to which we are now subject, we suffer 
as the consequence of sin, the sin which we inherit in our own nature, by 
our birth from the first Adam ; but we do not suffer it as the chastisement 
of sin. All idea of chastisement, or curse, being laid upon us for Adam's 
sin, or the 'sin in our nature,' which we derive from him, through no fault 
of our own, is done away for every member of the race, by the fact that we 
ha,c now another Head, the second Adam, in "!l"bom the Lord our God bas 
loved and redeemed us. Hence, says the Apostle, we are suLject to vanity, 
not willingly, by any act of our o"ll"n, but by reason of Him, our Heavenly 
Father, who has been pleased so to subject us, but to iaubject us 'in hope.' 

261. v. 21. that the creature also itself sliall be set free from tlie 
bondage of corruption, into the freedom of tlte glory of the children of 
God. 

I cannot shut my eyes to the truth, whic~ these words appear so clearly 
to imply, that there is hope in the counsels of Infinite Wisdom and Love, 
for all, for all ' the creature,' for the whole human race, that fell in Adam, 
and has been graciously redeemed in Christ. 'The 'children of Goll,' the 
faithful and true of all ages, ull lands, all religions, will.be 're,caled,' will 
receive tlieir 'glorious freedom' in the Kingdom of their Lord. "\Yhilc 
others, perhaps the great mass of human kind, who have been wilfully un­
faithful, in greater or less degree, to the light vouchsafed to them, and are 
still willingly held in the bondage of corruption, though they might ha,e 
asserted their freedom from it, and lived as good men and true, with the 
grace vouchsafed to them, will receive their righteous juclgment unto con• 
demnation,-' indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every 
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soul of man that worketh out evil.' But this chastisement, after all, comes 
from a Father's Hanel, upon those who may be wilful, procligal, unruly, dis­
obedient, but yet are creatures, whom lle Himself has redeemed, for whom 
Christ died. Can we say, with these w01·ds of St. Paul before us, that such 
chastisement, however severe, may not be remedial, may not be intended 
to work out the 'hope,' under which the whole race has been 'subjected 
to vanity,' which 'hope,' in the Apostle's mind, is the justification of the 
.Eternal Justice and Love in so subjecting it, when it had not deserved such 
a fate, nor brought it about 'of its own accord,' by any act of its own? 
Is there not ground, from this text, as well as others, for trusting that, in 
some way unknown to us, the whole race shall, indeed, be made to share 
this hope at last, and so be ' set free from the bondage of corruption, into 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God ' ? 

I feel it necessary to say more on this subject. There was a time, when 
I thought and wrote otherwise. Some years ago, in the ycat' 1853, I pub­
lished a small volume of' Village Sermons,' which I dedicated to a dear and 
honoured friend, the Rev. F. D. Maurice, and which was violently attacked, 
in consequence of this dedication, by those who had previously assailed 1lr. 
Mauricc's teaching, as containing what seemed to them erroneous state­
ments of doctrine, and, part.icularly, as expressing agreement with Mr. 
Maurice's views on the subject of 'Eternal Punishment.' I was able to 
show, by quotations from my little book itself, that these charges were un­
true, and that I had given offence, partly by stating larger ,;iews of the Re­
deeming Love of God in Cllrist Jesus, than the Reviewer of my Sermons 
himself thought it right to hold, (though views held by such men as Bar­
row and Macknight,) but chiefly by expressing my cordial sympathy with 
Mr. Maurice, in his noble and blcssccl labours. In particular, I was able 
then to show that, in se,eral places in those Yery Sermons, I had distinctly 
spoken of Eternal Punishment, in terms directly at variance with those 
which my friend woulcl have used, and in exact conformity with the views 
of my Reviewer. Accordingly, in the Preface to the second edition of his 
'Theological Essays,' }fr. ~Iaurice spoke of me as 'having proved by my 
Sermons that I believed in the endlessness of future punishments.' I did 
believe in that dogma, at the time I wrote ancl printed those Sermons, so 
far as that can be calle<l be1icf, which, in fact, was no more than acqui­
escence, in common, I imagine, with very many of my brother clergy, in 
the ordinary statements on the subject, without having ever deeply studied 
the question, probably with a shrinking dread of examining it, and without 
having ever venturecl formally to write or preach a Sermon upon the sub­
ject, and pursue it, in thought and word, to all its consequences. There 
are many, who, as I did myself in those days, would assert the dogma as a 
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part of their ' Creed,' and now and then, in a single sentence of a Sermon, 
utter a few words in accordance with it, but who have never set themselves 
down to face the question, and deliver their own souls upon it to their 
flocks, fully and unreservedly. For my own patt, I admit, I acquiesced in 
it, seeing some reasons for a~suming it to be true, knowing that the mass of 
my clerical brethren assented to it with myself, and contenting myself with 
making some reference to it, now and then, in my ministrations, without 
caring to dwell deliberately upon it, and considering what might be urged 
against it. 

The controversy, which arose about Mr. Maurice's Essays, and my own 
little volume of Sermons, brought the whole subject closely before me. 
And for the last seven years I haYe carefully studied it, with an earnest 
desire to know the truth of God upon the matter, and. with an humble 
prayer for the guidance and teaching of His Holy Spirit in the search for it. 
I now declare that I can no longer maintain, or give utterance to, the doc­
trine of the endlessness of 'future punishments,'-that I dare not dogma­
tise at all on the mattcr,-that I can only lay my hand upon my mouth, 
and leave it in the hands of the righteous and merciful Judge. But I see 
that the vrnrd 'eternal' docs not mean 'endless.' And, for such reasons as 
the following, I entertain the ' hidden hope ' that there are remedial pro­
cesses, when this life is enued, of 'l'lhich at present we know nothing, but 
which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will administer, as He in His Wis­
dom shall sec to be good. 

(i.) There is, in the secret heart of Christi,ns generally, a common feel­
ing that such is the case. At this moment, the great mass of Christendom 
believes in some remedial process after death. A small section only of the 
Church Universal, a portion only of the Protestant body, and by no means 
the whole of it, contends that the hour of dissolution from the mortal body 
fixes the condition of the soul for ever and ever, in endless, unutterable 
joy, or in endless, unutterable woe. A very intelligent priest of the 
Abyssinian Church, speaking on this subject to Dr. Krapf, illustrated his 
views, and, it is presumed, those of the most thoughtful of- his Church, as 
follows. ' It is true that those who die in sin, have nothing but darkness 
before them. But, fi·om behind this world, there fall some few rays of 
light into their path, which tend to lighten their dark night a little. And, 
if they make a proper use of those rays, they will increase, and by degrees 
lead them to a full light.' (Joui·nal of the Clm1·cli .Mission to Abys.~inia 
and Egypt, by Isenberg and Jfrap.f, published by the Churr.h ]Jfissionary 
Society, p. 131.) The Church of Rome distinctly asserts an intermediate 
state of remedial processes us a part of its Creed; but it then proceeds to 
lay down the laws of it, which arc not revealed to us, and to exe1·cise the 
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powers ofit1 which are not committed unto man. Those Protestants, then, 
wbo cling to this dogma, are, at all e,ents, peculiar in their Yicws, and are 
in a small minority compared with the mass of Christendom. The great 
majority of Christians, pious Romanists, such as Bossuet, Fenelon, Pascal, 
haYe read the Scripture~, and read them still, without drawing such con­
clusions, as thos~ expressed in this dogma, from the passages which are 
usually relied upon for its support, and which we must suppose them to 
have read and well considered. 

(ii.) In fact, whateYer explanation may be given of those passages, we 
find in Holy Scripture such words as these : 'That servant, which knew his 
lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, shall 
be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.' Luke xii. 47, 
48. K ow, whatever those other pass;:ges may seem at first sight to say, 
they must not ham a meaning assigned to them, which shall contradict 
this. And what does this plainly tell us? Surely, that there will be grada­
tions of punishment, as we generally suppose there will be of bliss. But 
can there be any possible gradations of endless, infinite, irremediable woe? 
Can the punishment in any sense be spoken of as one of few stripes, where 
the unutterably dreadful doom is still assigned of endless banishment from 
the Presence of God, and all beautiful and blc~sed things, into the outer 
darkness, among all accursed things, where not one single ray of Divine 
Mercy can ever enter? It seems impossible. The very essence of such 
perdition is utterly, and for e,er and ever, to lose sight of the Blessed Face 
of God. If it be certain that never, never, in the infinite, endless ages to 
come, shall one ray of Divine Light shine upon the gloom, in which the con­
demned soul is plunged, how can such a state be described as one of 'few 
stripes,' however differing from that of another soul, by the pangs of bodily 
pain being less acute, or even (if it be concei,able) the anguish of mind 
being less intense? One single ray of the Light of God's Countenance 
'\'l'ould make Hell cease to be Hell, as it is commonly understood ; for 
where that Light_ comes, in any form, in any measure, there is Low, and 
'l'l'herc there is Lo,e, there must be Hope. But nc,er to hrffe the possi­
bility of again beholding our Father's Face, that, that would be the horror 
of all horrors! What would all bodily or mental pains whate,cr be, com­
pared with the anguish of being shut out for e,er and e.er from all hope 
of beholding one ray of that Light? And e,en bodily or mental pain, 
however diminished, yet if continued without cessation or relief, for e,er 
and e,er, how can this be spoken of as 'few stripes'? Is it not plain that, 
but for a preconceiYed notion, formed from other passages, which shall be 
presently considered, such words as these would be understood at once, in 

8 



1'70 EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 

their natural sense, to say that there is 'beating,' indeed, for all, who 
have 'done things worthy of stripes,' but in proportion to the measure of 
the fault of each servant, some receiving more, and some fewer stripes, 
as the righteous Judge shall order? , 

(iii.) Further, when we consider a multitude of cases, it is inconceivable 
that the hour of death should, under the govemment of a Just and Holy 
Judge, draw the line sharply between all those who shall be admitted to 
endless blessedness, and all those who shall be consigned to endless woe. 
The infinite shades of difference, which discriminate the moral characters 
of men, can, indeed, and will, be taken into account by Him, who knows 
the hearts and li,es of all, and can say how far the guilty stain has arisen 
not willingly-from the helplessness of childhood, it may be, or the ignor­
ance of heathenism, from the fault of parents, the carelessness of teache1·s, 
the inexperience of youth, the force of temptation, the pressure of circum­
stances,-or wilfully, from the deliberate, determined, purpose of men, 
'keeping back the truth in unrighteousness.' Our God and Father, Blessed 
be His Name, can take account of all, and will do so, and judge with right­
eous judgment accordingly. But where can the line be drawn between the 
two classes, when the nearest members of the one touch so closely upon 
those of the other, so that all of the one class shall be admitted at once to 
never-ending bliss, and all of the other class shall be consigned to ne,er­
ending, infinite woe? In point of fact, how many thoug~tful clergy of the 
Church of England ha,e e,er deliberately taught, in plain outspoken terms, 
this doctrine? How many of the more intelligent laity or clergy do really, 
in their heart of hearts, believe it? 

(iv.) For is no remedial process, are no 'stripes' whate,er, of any kind, 
needed even for many of those, who yet, as we humbly trust, shall be suf­
fered to enter into life, whom, at all events, it would be a fearful and hor­
rible thing to suppose consigned to never-ending misery? Are there not 
many Christians to be met with daily in the common intercourse of life, 
persons whom, in the main, we must belie,e to be sinc;re in their profes­
sion, yet whose weak and imperfect characters often betray them into faults, 
which are unworthy of the Kame they bear? Do not these seem to need 
some cleansing process after death, to purify their souls from sin,-not the 
sin iu their nature only, but sin too often allowed and indulged in the life? 
Are we not, most of us, all of us, conscious to ourselves, of our own indi­
vidual need of some such a gracious operation, to purge out from us the 
remainder of corruption, and fit us for the more immediate Presence of our 
God? Granted that there will be vessels, small and great, in the Kingdom 
of God, and each vessel full of its own sweet joy,-childrcn, who have died 
on the mother's breast, or who haw only practised in the nursery the first 
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simple lessons of love and duty,-boys and girls, who have but just begun 
to feel the power of evil, and to learn to overcome ternptation,-young 
men aud maidens, who have been called away, just as they were about to 
enter on the busy work of life, an9- engage in the conflict,-mcn and women 
in their prime, who have been withdrawn from the battle, while fighting 
the good fight, and doing their Master's work, with all their might, with 
the help He gave them,-agcd saints, who have 'kept the faith' unto the 
end, and finished ' their course' on earth, with ten thousand rich expe­
riences, with deeper knowledge of God's Love, and of their own necessities, 
-pastors or philanthropists labouring at home, missionaries abroad,­
somc, who wait patiently from day to day upon the sick and dying, others 
who have cast in their lot, for lo,c's sake, with the fallen and the outcast, 
-the soldier, pressing on from field to field, in his path of duty, the sailor, 
from the sense of duty, making his death-bed in the icy north-the Con­
fessor with his stripes, the Martyr with his cross. All these, with their 
different stores of Divine Wisdom, having found their highest life while 
laying dO\rn the lower in the scr,icc of their Lord, shall each, as we can 
readily conceive, enter at once, when they lean~ this world, upon a state 
of joy proportioned to that which they have reached here on earth ; their 
life hereafter will be continuous with this, and so grow on, when time shall 
be no longer. 

But will not some of these need something, some change or remedial 
process, to pass upon them, before they can enter freely and fully upon 
this? One, for instance, shall have been brought to repentance in after 
life, when many deeds of guilt and sliame ha,e been registered against his 
soul in the awful records of his memory, and many a disfiguring scar has 
been left upon his ~piritual frame. To the last moment of his life, these 
things will pain and griCYc him. Ilc will feel that they may be, as be 
trusts they are, forgiven ; but they arc not wholly <lone away. With 
memories such as these auout him, with scars such as these upon him, he 
cannot surely be fitted to mix at once, as he is, with the pure and blessed 
ones ; nay, he cannot bear the thought of it himself. In some way or 
other, there must be a proccs~, be it long or momentary,-wc know not bow 
or what it will be,-by which this will be effected. Ha,ing done 'things 
worthy of stripes,' there will be stripes. 

We have no difficulty, then, in admitting the idea of a remedial process 
in the case of .~ome after death. But, surely, the most saintly character, 
when viewed in the light of God's IIolincss, will have manifold imperfec­
tions, spots and stains, which he himself will rejoice to have purged away, 
though it may be 'by stripes,'-by stripes not given in anger and dis­
pleasure, iJnt in tenderest love and wisdom, hy Him who dcalcth with us as 
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with sons. If there be any, from whom the Fatherly chastenings of God in 
this life have already removed all such remaintler of evil, doubtless they 
may not need any further treatment of this kind, when they are called 
from their work in this world to enter their Eternal Home. This may be 
the case, too, with infants and young children,-with such as have not 
transgressed, either wilfully or ignorantly, the Law of their Lord. But can 
it be true of many adult Christians ? There seems to be, in Rev. xiv. 1-4, 
a reference to such as these, a small and limited number, the ' hundred and 
forty-four thousand,' who had 'the Father's name written in their fore­
heads,'-the 'virgin souls,' who 'follow the Lamb, whithersoever He 
goetb,'-who 'have been bought from among men, being the firstfruits 
unto God and the Lamb,' the firstfruits, we may trust, of a large and good­
ly harvest,-' in whose mouth was found no guile, for t/1ey are wit/tout 
fault before the Throne of God.' 

But, in the case of the ordinary Christian, of whom we think and speak 
hopefully, and should tremble, indeed, for ourselves, if we could not, yet 
how many defects and faults of habit and temper will still be found hang­
ing about him, which unfit him, as he leaves this world, for the Company 
in Light. It may be, certainly, (though the Scripture says nothing of 
this,) that a sudden change will be made; and, 'in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye,' such as these shall find every such hindrance, to their 
entering at once upon the fulness of their joy, removed. The 'dying 
thief,' for instance, viewing his case, as it is ordinarily viewed, as one of 
sudden conversion from a life of gross wickcdness,-(though I see no reason 
to hold that view myself, it will serve to many as a type of such instances,) 
-may have been so purified at once from all defilement, his heart may 
have been so quickened with the full burst of spiritual life, that when, that 
night, he entered ' Paradise,' be found himself at once, not merely able to 
rejoice in the delights of that blessed abode, but fully able to do so,­
without one memory of the past to trouble him, without one trace left be­
hind of his former career of evil, without the least vexing sense of any loss 
he hud experienced, by long continuance in wilful sin, without any know­
ledge even of such loss, without anything to damp, or even moderate, his 
own proper measure of joy, without the least consciousness that he had not 
spent bis former life in perfect purity, as became a child of God. But, 
surely, we cannot believe tb\s, without a direct revelation to assure us of it . 
.At least, all the analogies of this life, which we do know, are against snch 
a supposition. They would lead us to believe that we shall assuredly be 
followed in the next world by some recollections of our doings in this, by 
some direct consequences of those doings, whether good or evil. .And, as 
we certainly do lose ground, in the way of Life Eternal, by the indulgence 
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of any habit of known sin, by any one habit of wilful conscious evil, so the 
sense of such loss may attend us in another world,-not to embitter, but to 
humble and moderate our joy,-to make us thankful that, although our feet 
may not stand at first so near the Everlasting Throne as they mig!tt have 
been, but for our own past wilful sin and folly, yet that th~re is progress 
and growth in another world as well as in this. 

(v.) For, surely, all analogy teaches also to expect this, namely, that 
there will be growth in the world to come as welt as in this. Not only will 
they, that shall shine brightly as the stars of heaven, differ from one another 
in glory at their first appearing, but the brightness of any one shall change 
and increase, as the ages roll on. ,v c cannot suppose that the hoary­
headed Christian of ripe experience, and the untried infant or young child, 
-the faithful servant, that has followed his Lord through all trials and 
distresses, perchance to a Lloody death, and he, who, till a late hour of life, 
has wasted his Lord's goods all along in the Devil's service,-shall begin at 
once equally to partake of the joys of the Eternal World. If it be said 
that the scr~·ant in the parable, who wrought for one hour only, was made 
equal to others, who had borne the heat and burden of the day, the arn,wcr 
is plain. In the parable, there is no reference to the case of those, who 
bad been often called, but refused to work. Those called last, when sum­
moned, went at once to their labour, with, at least, as much zeal as the 
first. They were sitting idle, 'because no man had hired them.' And the 
whole parable is intended to teach us, what St. Paul will lay down more 
fully in this ,ery Epistle, that the Lord, the righteous Judge, will ' do what 
He will with His own.' Ile knows where and how to reward and bless, 
and where and in what measure to punish. 

We can admit, then, as, in fact, most thoughtful Christians do admit, 
that there will be differences at first in glory among those, to whom a joy­
ful entrance shall be given into God's Kingdom in Heaven,-that there 
also, as on Earth, there ,vi!l be some, who shall enjoy a closer converse 
with their Lord, and lean, as it were, upon His Ilreast, while others shall 
'stand and wait' in IIis Blissful Presence, though all shall ha,·e their share 
in the rich Banquet of Ilis Love. Serrnuts, who ha,·e been entrusted with 
five talents, or with two, or, it may be, with some small fraction of a talent, 
and who shall have been found faithful, shall all together enter into the joy 
of their Lord. But they, that h:wc been faithful with a little in this lower 
service, shall now Le charged with proportionately higher duties, and more 
glorious offices, in the Kingdom of Light; he, that 'hath gained ten pounds,' 
shall 'have rule over ten cities,' he, that bath gained five, over five. 

But, as we believe that there will be such differences of glory at first in 
the Heavenly Kingdom, so we cannot doubt that there will be a growth 
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and progress also in glory. ,ve cannot suppose that the spirit of an in­
fant, or young child, will remain always in the uncleveloped state in which 
death found it ; nor have we any gronncl whatever to think that it will, 
sucldenly, and in a moment, expand at once in all its powers, to the full 
perfection of which it is capaulc. Scripture docs not inform us on the 
subject : analogy is wholly against such a supposition. In all nature, there 
is no instance of such a sudden start into fulncss of life, of such a break of 
continuity,-as this would be. .And would it not, in fact, contradict the 
very idea of life itself, if there were to be no such growth and progress? 
Are we not told that, even now, to the principalities and powers in heav­
enly places, arc being made known by the Church, more and more fully, as 
the ages go by, the wonderful ·wisdom of God? Is it not, moreover, a 
main ingredient in our joy, when we think of the blessedness of Heaven, 
that it will be progressfre,-that, through the ages all along, our knowledge 
of our Father's Glory and ,visdom and Goodness will ever be deepening, 
while, perchance, we shall be employed, as ministers of His, to <lo Ilis 
Pleasure, in other work which He shall find for us in His boundless uni­
verse? 

May there be deaease also of joy in Ilea,en? ,v e cannot tell. Per­
chance there may be. Our first parents, we are told, were created innocent, 
and placed in Paradise ; and yet they fell. ,v e arc tolcl also that Angels 
of Light, who once stood near the Throne, ha,c 'left their first estate.' 
.And it may be that the permanence of our joy hereafter may not consist in 
any fancied security, as if evil could not tempt us, or reach us in any form, 
but in 01..r being made like unto the Son of God, our Saviour, with bodies, 
as well as spirits, redeemed from sin, and able, therefore, in that Strength 
and Life, which flows to us from Communion with our Ilead, to do, as He 
<lid, at all times, when tempted, and tread our enemy under our feet. But, 
gifted with higher, more glorious faculties than those which we now have, 
and, doubtless, having higher work to <lo in God's Kingdom, why should 
we not have trial in that work, as herc,-not, inclccd, of our faith, where 
we shall walk by sight,-but yet of our faithfulness? Will the blcsscclncss 
of our future state be maintained by our being absolutely securccl from all 
possibility of falling, or shall we be left free agents, as here, to do lovingly 
our Father's ,vm, in Ilis more immediate Presence, with the glorious 
powers which He will then impart to us, and the glorified spiritual bodies 
which we shall then have gi,en to us, in place of these corruptible and 
mortal tabernacles? ,v c cannot answer this question : we cannot go fur: 
ther into it. For we touch here upon that great mystery, the existence of 
sin and evil at all in the Universe, under the Government of a Holy and 
Blessed Being, and the term ancl measure of its existence, when and how it 
shall be done away. 
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(vi.) Seciog, then, that we can recognise even for some of those, who 
iu the main arc good and true, a possibility, rather, a probability, an<l even 
a necessity, of' stripes,' and a presumption, almost amounting to certainty, 
of growth and progress, an upward, onward tendency in the state of spir­
itual beiug, in the world to come, we may reasonably recognise something 
of the same kind as possible in the case of all, of the whole human race, 
who (as St. Paul says in the text before us) 'shall one day be deli,ercd 
from the bondage of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the chil­
dren of God.' He, who has been pleased to subject them to their present 
state, has ' subjected them in hope , of this. Stripes, more or less, accord­
ing to the judgmcnt of the .All-knowing and A.II-righteous, may be, and, 
doubtless, will be, appointed in His "\Visdom and Mercy, for those who 
need them; ' indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish,' must be the 
portion,-our own hearts plainly tell us this, as well as the Biblc,-of every 
one who 'kcepeth back the truth in unrighteousness,' of every one who 
'workcth out evil.' "\Ve bow to this rule, as holy and righteous; we glorify 
God for it; we rejoice, even while self-condemned ourseh·es, at the very 
idea of such a judgmcnt as this. But, that utter, unspeakable misery 
should be the portion, for endless ages, for ever and ever, alike of all, who 
arc not admitted at first into the realms of infinite joy,-that there shall be 
no hope, in the horrible outer darkness, for the ignorant young child of 
some wretched outcast, who has been noted by the teachers of the Ragged 
or the Sunday School, as having contracted some evil habit, it may be, of 
lying, stealing, swearing, or indecency, any more than for the sensual lib­
ertine, who has spent a long life in gratifying his lusts, and has been the 
means of that child, and others like it, being born in guilt and shame, and 
nursed in profligacy,-our hearts, taught as they nre by God's Spirit, in­
stinctively revolt at such a dogma, as a blasphemy upon the Xame and 
Character of the High and Iloly One, and refuse to believe it, though a 
thousand texts of Scripture should be produced, which may seem, at first 
sight, to assert it. 

(vii.) For we must ne,cr forget that this witness within our hearts is 
the Voice of God. "re can only know God, His moral attributes, His Jus­
tice, ~Icrcy, and Truth, by what we know in ourselves of these excellencies. 
The Dible rcn~als to us the :Mind and Will of God. Our Blessed Lord 
Himself, in His own Person, exhibited the brightness of His Father's Glory 
to us; Re showed us plainly of the Father. The Spirit now takes of the 
things of God and Christ, and reveals them to us. But what would all this 
aYail, if we were like the brutes that perish,-if we had no power to sec 
what is reYealed, uncovered, to our eyes,-if we had no power to appreciate 
the excellency which we look upon?. We could not understand, by any 
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mere description, the nature of a colour which we had never seen. We 
must have something in ourselves, which bears relation to that which is 
without, before we can apprehend, before we can know it. .And so be­
cause we are not brute creatures, but made in the image of our God and 
:Father, with our imperfect goodness of any kind ever shadowing forth, 
really and truly, however faintly, llis Eternal, unutterable excellencies,­
because we have that within us, which bears relation to the Perfect Right­
eousness, and Truth, and Love, which is in God-therefore it is that we 
recognise and rejoice in the full revelation of those Perfections in our Lord's 
on-n Life, and the fainter emanations from the same blessed Source of 
Light, which we see in the better acts of our fellow-man, or which we may 
be enabled to manifest even in our own. God, then, bas given this Light 
of the inner man to be the very guide and polestar of our lives,-that 
Light, which would cnab!c our minds to see and recognise, if we will, 
whate,·er is properly presented to them of the good, and true, and pure, 
and loving, and to discern what is evil, false, and wicked, even while our 
own corrupt will may refuse to embrace what the mind approves, or the 
man may deliberately shut his eyes to the Light, under the impulse of lust 
or covetousness, passion or pride, contempt or hatred, and resolve, or, at 
least, be content, not to see what it discloses. That Light is, in fact, none 
other than the shining of·the One True Light within us, 'which lighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world,'-which is given to every man that 
he may profit withal, that he may see the path of life and duty, and make 
good his way to the Kingdom of God. Dy that Light within us, the acts 
of our own lives must be judged, and, when necessity requires it, the acts 
of others also. By that Light, the sayings and doings of good men, the 
acts of the Church, the proceedings and decisions of her Fathers and Coun­
cils, the writings of Prophets and Apostles, the words recorded to have 
been uttered by our Blessed Lord Himself, must all be tried. '"\Ve must 
try the spirits, whether they are of God.' If they are required, on the sup­
posed authority of the Church, or of St. Peter or St. Paul, to believe that, 
which contradicts the Law of Righteousness and Truth and Love, which 
God, with the finger of His Spirit, bas written upon our hearts, we are sure 
that there must be error somewhere. Either we have misinterpreted the 
words of Scripture, or we have missed their connexion, or we have lost 
sight of the real point and spirit of the passage, insisting on the mere letter 
of the word, and some minor particulars, which were only thrown in to fill 
up the imagery, but were never intended to bind our consciences. To the 
man himself there is but one lawgiver. He, 'that sitteth upon the Throne, 
judging righteously,' bas set His own Law to be a Law of Life within the 
heart of every man. Whatever contradicts that Law, whether it be the 
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word of man, or the dictum of a Church, or the supposed teaching of the 
Holy Scripture, cannot, ought not to, be a Law for him. Things innumer­
able, in the ScriptUl'e, and in the world at large, may, indeed, tl'ansccnd a 
man's intellect and perplex his understanding; but he receives them as 
true, because, in some way or other, he has satisfied Lis judgment as to the 
authority on which they rest. One has persuaded himself of the para­
mount authority of the Church, another of that of the Scripture; and, hav-' 
ing thus satisfied his private jndgment, he may be willing to receive witll­
out questioning what appears to him to be delivered to him by the one or 
the other. Ilut no seeming authority of the Church or Scripture ought to 
persuade a man to believe :mything, which contradicts that moral law, that 
sense of righteousness, and purity, and truth, and love, which God's own 
finger bas written upon his heart. The voice of that inner witness is closer 
to him than any that can reach him from without, and ought to reign su­
preme in his whole being. The Light, in which he there sees light, the 
Voice which he hears, is the Light of the Di,ine Word, is the Voice of his 
Lord. 

,v c may be certain, then, that any interpretation of Scripture, which 
contradicts that sense of right which God Himself, our Father, has gi,en 
us, to be a wi~ness for His own perfect excellencies, must be set aside, as 
having no right to crush down, as with an iron heel, into silence the in­
dignant remonstrance of our whole spiritual being. And it cannot be 
denied that there is such a remonstrance heard most distinctly in the heart 
of every man at first,-in the hearts of most men, even when 'llith their 
lips they may profess a constrained assent to it,-against the dogma, which, 
indeed, in these our days, is very seldom stated in plain words in the pres­
ence of any intelligent congregation, but which expresses the doctrine, as 
usually understood, of 'Endless Punishment.' This dogma makes no dis­
tinction between those who have done things worthy of many stripes aud 
those who have done things worthy of few,-between the profligate sen­
sualist and the ill-trained child. And it is often so stated as to im-ol,e the 
multitudes of ignorant, untaught heathen, the great mass of human-kind, 
in the same horrible doom of never-ending despair, making this beautiful 
and blessed world the very shambles, as it were, of Almighty Vengeance, 
while some few indiTiduals, called by the name of Christians, but living 
comfortably all the while, notwithstanding their professed belief that my­
riads of their fellow-men are, every moment, passing into perdition, will, 
by some special act of Divine favour, be so fortunate as to be excepted 
from it. I need hardly say that the whole Epistle to the Romans is one 
of the strongest possible protests against such a notion. 

That, however, the above is no strained representation of what some 
8* 
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good men have taught and teach, I shall prove by quoting here again a 
specimen of such teaching, which I copy from pp. 251, 252, of the Journal 
of my first Yisitation of the Diocese of Natal (~en Weeks in Natal). 

" I read the following pa~sage upon a scrap of an American lllissionary 
Intelligeucer. It was the report of a colporteur, who was describing to his 
employers the manner in "l"l"liich he conducted his ministry, entering first 
one house und then another, and distributing according to the necessities 
of each. In one, for instance, he would find the people careless and negli­
gent in divine things, and then he would talk to them about the heathen, and 
what would become of them, and ask what would become of themselves, 
if they li,ed like heathen. ' They would perish like those heathen; and 
their children, about whom they thought so much, would twine about them, 
like creepers on a gnarled oak, and they would burn-burn-burn on, for 
e,er ! ' • 

"Here is another passage from the corrPspondence of a :Missionary. 
1Vriting of the heathen, he says, 'Every hour, yea, eYery moment, they are 
dying, most of them without any knowlcc:lge of the Sa,iour. On whom, 
now, rests the responsibility? If you fail to do all in youl' power to sa.·e 
them, will you stand at the judgmcnt guiltless of their blood?' Said a 
heathen child, aftc1· having embraced the Gospel, to the writer, ' II ow long 
ba'\"e they had the Gospel in Xew England?' When told, she asked with 
great earnestness, '·why did they not come and tell us before?' and then 
added, 'Iify mother died, and my father died, and my brother died, "l"l"ith­
out the Gospel.' Here she was unable to restrain her emotion.;:, But, at 
length, wiping away her tears, she asked, 'Where do yon think they haYe 
gone?' I, too, could not refrain from weeping, and turning to her, I en­
quired, ',vherc do 110n think they have gone?' ~he hesitated a few mo­
ments, and then replied, with much emotion, 'I suppose they ha,e gone 
down to the dark place-the dark place ! Oh ! "·hy did they not tell us 
before?' It wrung my heart, as she repeated the question, ',vhy did they 
not tell us before? '" 

That such ,·iews as these are not confined to one class of teachers only, 
may be gathcl'cd from another passage, which I will now quote, from a 
prayer printed for the use of a :Missionary Institution (I am sorry to say) 
of the Church of England. 

'0 Eternal God, Creator of all things, merc{full,11 remember that the 
souls of unbelievers are the work of Thy hands, and thr.t they arc created 
in Thy resemblance. Ilchold, 0 Lord, how hell is filled with them, to the 
dishonour of thy Holy Name. Remember that Jesus Christ, thy Son, for 
their salvation, suffered a most cruel death. Permit not, we beseech Thee, 
that He should be despised by the heathen around us. Vouchsafe to be 
_pi·opitiated l.Jy the prayers of the Church, Thy most holy Spouse, and call 
to mind Thine own compassion.' 

These words seemed to me to be little short of blasphemy. And, :is I 
haYc done before, so do I now set f~rward these passages, to enter, in the 
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Kame of God's Truth and God'~ Lo,e, my most solemn protest against 
them, as utterly contrary to the whole spirit of the Gospel,-as obscuring 
the Grace of God, and perverting His Message of' Goodwill to Man,' and 
operating, with most injurious and deadening effect, both on those who 
teach, and on those who arc taught. If such were, indeCl], the condi­
tion of the heathen world, how could a Christian, with any brothe1·ly love, 
with any love for his kind in his bosom, consent to enjoy for one moment 
any of the commonest l)lessings of daily life? 

(viii.) One passage of Scripture has been referred to, which e,idently 
points to some distinction of Divine chastisements, to some equitable meas­
uring of' stripes,' according to men's works. Arc there any others which 
tend in the same direction? There are, indeed, not many indh·idual pas, 
sages, which disclose to us in any way the mysteries of the invisible world; 
though the whole tenor of Scripture teaches throughout the same lesson, 
that God will render to every man, justly and righteously, according to his 
dceds,-to Jew and Gentile, Christian or Heathen, alike, without respect 
of persons, each according to the Light vouchsafed to him, each according 
to the talents, or the merest fraction of a talent, committed to his charge. 

But attention may be called to such passages as the following. 
Matt. x. 15. 'Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.' 
We are told elsewhere (Jude 7) that 'these cities are set forth as an. 

example, suffering the vengeance of etemal fire.' And yet here we find 
that, in the very midst of that 'eternal fire,' the punishment shall be 'more 
tolerable' for some•than for others,-a difference shall be made between 
those who have sinned very grievously in theii· heathen state in ignorance 
of the Gospel, and those who have wilfully shut their eyes to the Light 
which came to them, and loved the darkness rather than the light, because 
their deeds were evil. 

How is it possible that the judgment in one case should be 'more tol­
erable' than in the other, if in both the same ingredient is found, which 
is the Ycry essence of the woe of Hell, as popularly undcrstoo<l, namely, 
the horror of helpless, hopeless misery, in utter, dark despair, shut out for 
endless, endless ages, from any possibility of ever seeing again one single 
ray of the Light of God's :Mercy? And what right have we, poor, wretch­
ed, ignorant creatures of the dust, thus to limit the Mercies of our God, to 
bind Him down to our narrow notions and positive interpretations of one 
or two passages of Scripture, when yet the whole tenor of the Sacred Book, 
and other separate passages, and our human hearts also, with their best and 
and strongest utterances, are manifestly teaching us a different lesson? 
If, indeed, the ' eternal fire' be the ever-burning wrath of a Holy Being 
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against all sin, that is, against all wilful evil, so long as that evil continues to 
exist, it is conceivable that they, who sinned against their better light and 
knowledge in Sodom and Gomorrha, and they that have similarly sinned 
under the Gospel, may alike be subjected to the ,·engeance of that fire; 
and that, on those who bad more light given them than others, and ha,·e 
most abused it, the judgments will be sorer and more permanent. But, 
were there not infants, too, and young children-perhaps maniacs,-in 
Sodom and Gomorrha? "\Vere these, too, sunk in infinite and endless 
horror? 

Luke xvi. "\Ve have in this chapter the story of Lazarus, in which our 
Lord assumes that, even in the place of torment, there will be loving, ten­
der thoughts, iu a brother's heart. If there can be such, \lS they cannot 
come from the Spirit of Evil, they must be believed to come from the 
Spirit of all Goodness. "\Vhile there is life, there is hope. In fact, the 
rich man is represented as less selfish in the flames of hell than he was in 
this life. The Eternal Fire has already wrought some good result in him. 

1. Cor. iii. 13, &c. ' Every man's work shall be made manifest : for 
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by Fire ; and the Fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide 
which he Lath built thereupon, he shall recei-ve a reward. If. any man's 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.' 

The .Apostle is evidently referring to the 'glorious appearing of the 
Great God and our Sa-viour Jesus Christ;' and seems to be adopting the 
powerful images, used by the Prophet Daniel, to express the glory of that 
day (Dan. vii. 9, &c.). 'The .Ancient of days did sit; His throne was like 
the fiery flame, and His wheels as burning fire ; a fiery stream issued and 
came forth before Him;' or that of Mai. iv. 1, 'Behold, the day cometh 
that shall burn as an oven, and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble.' 
So here, ' the day will be re-vealed with Fire, and the Fire will prove each 
man's work, of what sort it is.' The 'gold and silver and precious stones,' 
and all that is permanent and enduring, whatever is true and good, inde­
structible and eternal, in every man's work, will remain, unscathed by the 
Fire, as it passes over it, and he that wrought it shall have bis reward from 
his Lord. But the 'wood, hay, and stubble,' that which is unsound and 
rotten, will be destroyed, and the unfaithful worker shall suffer loss, shall 
be mulcted or fined, though he himself shall be saved, yet as one escaping 
through the midst of fire. ·what these figurati-ve words exactly intimate, 
it is not necessary, and it may be difficult, to decide. But they must mean 
something; and they plainly imply a righteous judgment of some kind, 
from which Christian Teachers, though they 'shall be saved,' shall not be 
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exempt. And, what is true of Teachers, is true of Christians generally. 
Will not that Eternal Fire, with which that day shall be revealed, burn up 
the 'wood, hay, and stubble' in the work of every man, leaYing only the 
'gold and silver,' that which has been good, and true, and pure, and loYing 
in bis. life, that which is right and sound in his heart? Shall we not all be 
exposed to that Fire, and need to be so ; though with some its work may 
soon be completed, with others it may burn long and fiercely? 

(ix.) But are there not other passages which plainly imply that the 
wicked shall 'go into Evalasting Ffre, prepared for the devil and his 
angels,'-to the place 'where their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
quenched?' 

Certainly there are; only let it be remembered that the word 'endless' 
is not a proper representative of the word 'Eternal' or 'Everlasting,'-not 
because it says too much, but because it says too little. 'E,erlasting' im­
plies life, permanence, unchangeableness; 'endless' is a mere empty nega­
ti.e, and expresses nothing but that the object is without an end. We can 
speak of the Everlasting God, and of the Living God, instead of saying 
the Eternal God ; but we feel at once how empty is the formula, if we 
speak of the Endless, or the Deathless, Being. Surely there is an Eternal, 
or Everlasting, :Fire,-unclerstanding the word 'Fire,' of course, not lit­
erally, but of a figure, to represent the Divine Anger and Displeasure, 
which always has been burning, and ever will be burning, with a living, 
permanent, unchangeable flame, against all manner of evil, so long as there 
is e,il to be destroyed by it. While e.il rules in a man, he must be sub­
ject to that Displeasure, because the master is, whose slave the man is, 
whose ser,ice he has chosen. It is so in this life, and the man is conscious 
of it at times, though at others he may beguile away by occupation, busi­
ness, or pleasure, the burning sense of that Displeasure. But the time 
will surely come, when, either in this life, it may be, or in the life to come, 
it will be revealed fully-that Divine Anger,-that Eternal Fire,-which is 
burning against sin, against all -i,ilful, allowed evil. And he will not be 
able to escape it. It may be needful that there should be a dreadful hor­
ror in his chastisement, which figures such as these shadow forth. He must 
be made to feel the gnawing of the undying Worm, which writhed at times 
within him, and stung him, in the rebukes of his guilty conscience, even in 
this life; but then it will be commissioned to do thoroughly the work which 
is needed. He must bear the pain of the unquenchable Fire, the sense of 
God's just Anger, which be cannot now put away. 

Ilut where arc we told that those, who are thus committed to the 
'Worm' and to the 'Fire,' shall abide with them for ever and ever? 
'Their Worm,' the sense of guilt which preys upon them, and 'the Fire,' 
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the consuming anger of God, are 'eternal realities,' not like the worm and 
fire, in Gehenna, the valley of Hinnom, which cousnllled the offal of the 
Jewish city, whid1 were things transient and temporal, of this world only, 
and dealt merely with externals, the things of time a!ld sense, the mere 
flesh and bones that were cast to them. This ,r orrn and this Fire, of which 
we are now speaking, have to do \Tith ctcmal realities, \Tith the spirit of 
man and his spiritual body; they are things permanent and substantial, of 
which such things, as were before their bodily eyes, were mere earthly 
shado1Ys. ,ve cannot, indeed, conceive how this Fire and ,vorm, in the 
eternal world, will act to produce their effects, of clearing away all filth 
a111:.l corruption, that nothing unclean or defiling, no lie or abomination, 
may remain undevoured or undestroyed. At the best, the Fire and the 
Worm arc but figures meant to shadow forth to us the things that shall be. 
As many leave this world, whether in Heathen or in Christian lands, it may 
seem to us almost past belief that the vessel so defiled should ernr be 
cleansed again, and made fit for the :Master's use. And it may be so; 
we cannot assert to the contrary, whate,·er hidden hope we may entertain. 
Yet,-as those who looked upon the fall of man, must have seen with dis­
may the vessel, which God had fashioned for Ilimself, polluted with sin, and 
yet saw aftcr\Tards the ,visdom and Love, which was working all the while, 
and out of that death brought abundance of life,-so may there be a 
triumph yet rcsen·ed of light over darkness, of good over evil, when the 
Son shall have put down all enemies umler IIis feet, and God shall be all 
in all. 

That Fire, we have seen, will 'try every man's work, of what sort it is,' 
and some will 'sulTer loss' in that day, while others shall 'receive a re­
ward.' 'l'hc work of some will 'be burned,' while they themselves shall 
be 'saved, yet so as by fire.' And, with regard to others, may not that same 
Fire hold them, until it has burnt up thoroughly all evil within them? It is 
this evil, which God hates, upon which His wrath is revealed, against which 
His anger burns, for which the Fire is kindled,-this evil, which is destroy­
ing His children. If the blessed Gospel message of their Father's Love, 
though heard, is disregarded, yet, surely, He, who loves them still though 
prodigal children, will chasten them in His Mercy that He may bring 
them back unto Himself. The chastisement may begin in this life: how 
<lo we know that it will end here? The great mass of Chrislendom, at all 
events, believes that it will not end here for all men. And may it not be 
true that the error of the Church of Rome is not in its merely maintaining 
this principle, to which our human reason, under the impulses of human 
feeling and the common sympathies of our nature, and guided by certain 
passages of Scripture, would lead us, but in its laying down a system of 
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Purgatory by the mere imaginatio.ns of men, and undertaking to administer 
the alfairs of the etcmal world? Has the Mercy of God never cut off ihe 
life of a bad man, as "·ell as a good man, to save him from evil to come,­
to prevent him from plunging further on into guilt, and having the e,·il so 
made to be a part of himself that even the Fire of Hell may not avail to 
burn it out, without destroying the living being also? 

And, when we consirlcr also how many of those who have died in peni­
tence, may have been guilty themselves of corrupting and ruining others, 
who have run a short course of sin, and been cut off in impenitence, have 
we no reason to believe that, in some way or other, those who were once the 
cause of this defacement of God's image in the persons of their fellow-men 
or women, may likewise have a share assigned to them in the work of rcs­
toration,-may never attain,-(and, indeed, it is inconceivable that they 
should attain, if the things of this world are at all remembered in the next, 
as we suppose they will be,-) their own full joy, until the evil they have 
done shall have been, by God's Mercy, undone, and the powers of Hell 
vanquished, and swallowed up in life? 

Such questions as these have been brought again and again before my 
mind in the intimate com·erse which I have had, as a Missionary, with 
Christian converts and Heathens. To teach the truths of our holy religion 
to intelligent adult natives, who have the simplicity of children, but withal 
the earnestness and thoug11tfulncss of men,-to whom these things arc new 
and startling, whose minds are not prepared by long familiarity to acquiesce 
in, if not receive, them,-is a sifting process for the opinions of any 
teacher, who feels the deep moral obligation of answering truly, and faith­
fully, and unreservedly, his fellow-man, looking up to him for light and 
guidance, and asking, 'Arc you sure of this?' 'Do you know this to be 
true? ' 'Do you really believe that? ' The state of everlasting torment 
after death, of all impenitent sinners and unuclicvcrs, including the whole 
heathen world, as many teach, is naturally so amazing and overwhelming 
an object of contemplation to them, and one so prominently put forward 
in the case of those, who have been under certain :Missionary training, that 
it quite shuts out the cardinal doctrines of the Gospel, the Fatherly relation 
to us of the Faithful Creator. The conscience, healthy, though but im­
perfectly enlightened, does not answer to such denunciations of indiscri­
minate wrath, and cannot, therefore, appreciate what is represented as 
redeeming Love, offerin~ a way of escape. Hence missionaries often com­
plain bitterly of the hardness of heart of the heathen, and say that it is im­
possible to awaken them to a sense of sin. • Yet, without such conscience of 
sin in the hearer, the threats of Divine vengeance can produce no feeling 
but aversion and a determinate unbelief. 
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These are questions which deserve to be seriously pondered. We shall 
have occasion presently to return again to some of them. And, though 
we may not be able to giYe a positi\'e answer to them,-though, for rea­
sons of His Wisdom, our llcaYenly Father has 'not seen it good to re,eal 
to us the state of the inYisible world, or permitted us to get more than a 
mere glimpse of the things behind the veil,-yct they may serYe to check 
in us the spirit of positive dogmatism in such matters; they are enough to 
remind us that these tllings are too high and too deep for us mortals to 
profcs:; to comprehend; and so we may leave them calmly in the Hands of 
Him, who 'doeth all thiugs well.' 

262 v. 22. fol" we know that all the c1·eature [jl"Oanetl, lo[Jeihe1·, d:c. 
,v c know that all men, everywhere, arc, more or less, tra.Yaili_ug, as it were, 
in pain, oppressed by physical and spiritual cYil, by the presence of sick­
uess, suffering, and death, and the more Lalcful consequences of sin in 
themselves. But these pains, though they may not know it, are, in truth, 
birthpangs, which, though to be endured for a while by the Will of Him, 
who has 'subjected the whole race in hope,' are yet tendiug to a better 
state of things hereafter. The very fact that we are all suffering here, 
'not of our own accord,' but through the "rill of Ilim who has sub­
jected us to suffering, is adduced here by the Apostle, as a reason why we 
may hope for some future great dcliYerance. So far from being a thing to 
dri,e us to defpair, under the government of a just and righteous Being, 
our 'Faithful Creator,' it is a thing to girn us ground of hope for the whole 
race. 

263. v. 23. and not only so, d:c. Aud not only so, but even we our­
sch·es, we, Christians, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit,-who arc the 
first to have been gladdened with the full tidings of our Father's Love, and 
who arc assured of it by the constant Presence of His Holy Spirit with 
us, not merely as in the days of old, Trhcn the Spirit taught us, indeed, as 
it taught all men, though the Jews abo,e all others, but with the mightier 
influences, which have been at work in our hearts since the coming of the 
Son of God in the flesh, even we still groan within ourselves, from day to day, 
conscious of infirmity, made aware that we too, like the rest of our race, 
haYe been made 'subject to vanity,' haYe been brought into the world 
by the Will of our Creator, as fallen creatures, though redeemed creatures 
also. 

264. v. 23. expecting adoption. The Apostle, then, regarded even 
Christians as not yet ' adopted,' in the full sense of the word, though, of 
course, they were aJoptel1 i;i th::it - lmrcr 3<'!,~c, in ~Jiich all mankind are 
adopted to be children of God, and. iu the higher sense, in ,vhich Christians 
arc said to be 'adopted,' declared, a\"'ouched, to be children of God, receiv-
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ing each for himself, personally, in baptism a formal outward sign of ratifi­
cation of that adoption, which they s_har~cl already, independently of the sign, 
with the whole race. There is, sti-ll, according to St. Paul, a third, and yet 

~l1er se;se in which the expression ma)· be used, to intimate that full 
0 ' , 

and complete reception before the eyes, as it were, of the assembled Gni-
Yerse, into the family of Goel in lleaYen, into His very Horne, into His own 
more immediate Presence, which will be ,·ouchsafed to all who haYe been 
found faithful upon earth, (as St. Paul assumes those to be to whom he is 
writing,) in the day when the' sons of God,' the good and true of every age 
and country and creed, shall be manifested. 

265. v. 23. the redemption of oio· body. This final adoption will be 
endenced by the ' sons of God' having bodies also given to them, fitted for 
their glorious state, redeemed, as the spirit is already, from the conse­
quences of sin, from the law of sin and death, which, by reason of the 'sin 
in our nature,' still has power to 'war in our members' against the better 
law uf our mind, to abuse the natural desires of the body, and to tempt the 
will to consent to sin. "\Ve shall never be released from this, and fully re­
deemed, until the body is taken to pieces, and we receive a new spiritual 
body, after the fashion of Christ's glorious body, which will be hencefo1-th 
a willing servant of the law of Righteousness, and cheerfully obey the high 
behests of the spirit, in doing the Will of its Lord. 

CHAP. VIII. 24-27. 

(24) For in hope we were saved. But hope, being 
seen, is not hope ; for, what one sees, why does he also 
hope for? (25) But if, what we sec not, we hope for, 
then do we with perseverance expect it. (26) And 
likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities. For 
what we should pray for, as we ought, we know not ; 
but the Spirit itself intercedeth for us with sighs not 
uttered. (27) But He, who searcheth the hearts, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because, ac­
cording to God tlie 8pin"t intcrcedeth for the saints. 

NOTES. 

266. v. 24. in hope we were saved. '-nr e were saved in hope,' says 
the Apostle. Our salvation was wrought in the counsels of God's Wisdom, 
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from all eternity, though wrought in time when our Blessed Lord had 
finished Ilis Work. And still the same counsels of Wisdom ha'l"e made 
our salvation not a matter of right at present, but one of trust and hope. 
' "r c were sa \·cd in hope' also, at the time God's message in the Gospel 
came home to our hearts, and was embraced by us. This is God's ,vm, 
for purposes of Ilis own Almighty Wisdom, that we shall not see plainly, 
with om· bodily eyes, the certainty of these things, but shall sec them with 
the eyes of our mind, with the eyes of faith and hope, eyer realizing them 
more surely and fully, as we walk more closely -with God. W c arc to take 
God at His Word, and believe that we are justified, children, beloved, 
though we see in oursel'l"es, and in our brethren, and in the state of things 
around us in the world, so much which apparently contradicts that belief. 
,vc ha'l"C howe'\"cr, much, very much, to reassure us, in what we can sec 
of our Father's 'loving-kindness to man ' in general, and of His special 
mercies to oursclYcs iu particular. '"Thoso is wise, will ponder these 
things, and they shall uudcrstaud,' iu some measure, 'the Goodness of the 
Lord.' And we ha'l"c the abiding pledge of IIis Favour in the help and 
teaching of His Iloly Spirit. So that we may boldly say, 'The Lord our 
God is with us; who or what shall be against us?' We may confidently 
trust and bclicYc in our Father's Lorn; and bclieYe also that this ' vanity,' 
from which we now suffer, shall be done away hereafter, as He bas prom­
ised, and we shall be set free iu our bodies also, as we arc already in our 
spirits, from the consequences of the Fall. Just so was Abraham made 
righteous, yet only 'in hope,' by God's assuring grace, not by any thing 
be had, or could have seen, in himself before this declaration, nor by any 
change he saw or felt in himself ajtei· it. He continued still the same im­
perfect, unrighteous being, in himself, that he had always been from his 
birth-hour. It was purely the outspoken word of grace which he bad to 
trust to, declaring that, in God's sight, he was regarded as righteous then 
and there, though he felt in himself unrighteousness, and pledging God's 
faithfulness to confirm the truth of this, by certain gracious consequences, 
to be wrought out for him and for his seed hereafter. He 'believed in hope,' 
until out of bis body, as good as dead, was raised up in Isaac a. new life, 
and he saw thus far the completion of the promises, and saw by faith yet 
brighter things to come. 

2G7. v. 2:;. then do v:e with persei•ei-anee c;,:pect it. This, the Apostle 
means to say, is one consequence, at all events, of our being saved thus 
'in hope,' and not 'by sight.' ,v c cannot sound all the depths of the 
Divine Wisdom. But this we can sec, that this expecting, and having to 
wait for, the full enjoyment of our privileges, is part of our training, part 
of that gracious discipline, which God uses,. to beget in us the true spirit 
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of His children, that of' patient continuance in well-doing,' as being good 
in itself, and sure of his ultimate blessing, howcYer, for the present, it 
may be attended with all maimer of 'tribulations.' It is His Will that we 
shall be thus taught to 'pcrseYerc,' to 'quietly hope and patiently wait for 
the salrntion of God.' It is thus that lie designs to raise up for llis ser­
vice hereafter, not mere machines, but living agents of His "\Viii, inspired 
with His Spirit, and, of their own free choicc,-likc sons and daughters, 
well-traiued in childhood uudcr clue restraints, but now grown up to exer­
cise the functions of maturer life,-by no constrained compulsion, from no 
mere selfish principle, because they will then sec and enjoy abundantly 
the things they now hope for,-obeying cheerfully and lovingly the in­
spiration. Whether any othc1· system of education would have suf­
ficed for this, it passes all our power to know or think. Ilut this is what 
our Father has ordained for us, not merely as a correction of the evil 
of the Fall, as if, when lle made man at first, His purpose Tfas really 
blighted by the cunning of the Tempter, and by the folly of the creature 
He had made. Ilut the mystery, which St. Paul discloses, as now rcYcal­
cd in the Gospel, is this, that, before the foundation of the world, this was 
the Will and Purpose of the Almighty, to gather up all things in Christ as 
their Head. 'l'hc Fall of }Ian was perrnittetl as a part of this DiYine 
scheme; but so that, as iu the fil'st Adam all died, in the second Atlam all 
might be made alive, and blessings, infinitely more, be bestowed upon 
every member of the race, through the obedience of the one, than were 
lost by the disobedience of the other. Such is the doctrine of St. Paul, in 
chap. vi. of this Epistle. It is only intelligible when we take it in con­
nexion with the words of chap. viii. which arc now before us, and those 
which Tfe haYe just becu considering, ' the whole of humanity is expecting 
the manifestation of the sons of God.' 

268. v. 2G. likewise tlic Spfrit also helpeth 0111" infinnilies, d:c. Like­
wise, also, in addition to the encouragement which our hope of the glorious 
future gives us, we have the present comfort and help of the Holy Spirit. 
Our Father's loving Voice is heard by means of Ilis Spirit, speaking in the 
very centre of our being, very near and very close to us,-thc Spirit bear­
ing witness with our spirits that, indeed, we arc His children. The feeble, 
incoherent cries which we utter, 1"hile our will ol.Jcys the law of our spirit, 
have a meaning given them by the Father of spil'its, when He hears them. 
He hears in them the voice of His own good Spirit, under whose influences, 
acting on our spirits, and through tliem on our obedient wills, those cries 
are uttered. Our thoughts arc oftentirncs too deep for words. The desires, 
which swell our hearts, cannot be expressed in human language. Ilut those 
longings, which He Ilimself has quickened, those sighings of desire, which, 
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under the gracious inspirations of Ilis Spirit, our inner man is ever breath­
ing forth towards Him, and towards the remembrance of His Holiness and 
Love, lie bears, though unuttered. It is His own gracious Will, part of 
the wondrous provision which He has made for us, that His Spirit should 
thus abide with us, and teach us, and work in us, and breathe in our 
breath of prayer, and speak in our words of truth, and act in our deeds of 
faithfulness and love. When all other things fail us, and the Scripture 
itself becomes, as it has at times become to many, as it may for a moment 
become to us, a source of doubt and perplexity, instead of a spring of 
hope, yet about this there need to be no doubt in the heart of any man, 
that, so long as we have one single good thought or wish within us, one 
wish to be drawn nearer to God, or to be rid of the besetting evil which 
plagues us, we have a sign that the Spirit of our Father is present even 
now with our spirits, is witnessing even now with our spirits that we are 
not treated as aliens and foes, but as children. For the Spirit of God is 
even then 'helping our infirmities,' and 'making intercession for us,' in 
God's mrn way, by Ilis own express appointment, 'according to His ,vm.' 

CHAP. VIII. 28-30. 

(28) vVe know too that, to those who love God, all 
things work together for good, being called according 
to a purpose. (29) For, whom He foreknew, He also 
marked out beforehand to be conformed to the image 
of His Son, that so He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. (30) But, who1n He foreknew, those 
He also called ; and., whom He called, those He also 
justified ; and, whom He justified, those He also 
glorified. 

NOTES. 

2G9. v. 28. lVe know too that, to those who love God, all things work 
together for good, being called according to a purpose. Not only ha,e we 
the assurance of our justified state before God, and the hope of future 
glory to cheer us, and the present help and comfort of the Spirit to sustain 
us, amidst all the ' tribulations,' bodily and spiritual, of this present state 
of' ,anity,' to which it is God's ,vm to 'subject' us, but we know that our 
very trials themselves, both of body and mind, are all working out together 
good for us, for us who 'love God,' and desire that our Father's Will may be 
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wrought in us and by us. We know this, because we 'have been called 
according to a purpose.' 

The Apostle is speaking expressly of Christians who have been called 
to the knowledge of God's Grace in the Gospel, and have embraced lov­
ingly their I•'athe1·'s Message of Life. But the words arc true, of all men, 
everywhere, who have obeyed the call, however called, however awakened. 
It is true that, ' loving God,' listening to the Voice which speaks within 
them, continuing patiently in well-doing, according to that measure of the 
Perfect Law of Truth, and Righteousness, and Purity, and Love, which 
has been revealed to them, 'all things shall work together for their good,' 
inasmuch as they, too, have been 'called according to a purpose.' Not 
without 'purpose ' has the word of God been carried to the heart of any 
man. Not without a meaning has the Light of Life been given to lighten 
any man that has come into the world. It is an express token of God's 
Favour to that individual man--a sign of God's 'Purpose' towards him, 
that, taught by that Word, and lightened by that Light, he should become 
ever more and more 'conformed to the image of His Sou.' 

270. v. 29. whom He fo1·eli:ncw, &c. What docs St. Paul mean by this 
expression? Shortly after, he says, (xi. 2,) ' Goel hath not cast away his 
people, whom He foreknew.' It is plain that He means to speak of the 
people of Israel, as having been fixed upon beforehand in the Providence 
of God, to recei,·e certain special signs of His Favour, bestowed upon the 
1dtole peoplc,-though many of them, individuallp, were, in fact, unfaith­
ful and disobedient, while others, as infants and young children, at all 
events, could have had no title whatever to share in such grace, except as 
being members of a family, which God had ' fo1·eknown' for blessing. 
Just so here, those, whom God 'foreknew' for special gifts of Jiis Grace, 
are the whole body of those, who have actually received the awakening, 
inward call of God's Spirit in their hearts, not merely the outward call of 
the minister or missionary, which may not reach the conscience of the 
hearer, often through the many defects of the preacher, and through no 
fault of the man. Dut, whenever God Himself has 'called' a man, there 
He had a gracious 'purpose' specially towards that individual man, He 
' foreknew' him for a special blessing,-namely, to be brought more and 
more into ' conformity to the image of His Son.' The man may obey the 
call of God's Spirit, or not; he may surrender his will to be led by the 
Divine Guide, or he may resist and grieve the Holy Spirit of Grace. But 
God's gracious purpose remains the same in thus calling him. Whomso­
ever He called, Ile meant to be made more and more like unto their Lord; 
He ' marked them out beforehand to be conformed to the image of His 
Son.' That many fall short of this end, for which they were called, for 
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which they were foreknown, is true, as many foll short of the end for 
which Goel forekucw the people of Israel. Ilut the mincl and loving pur­
pose of Goel remains the same. 

Auel this is the point on which the Apostle's stress. is laid in this pas­
sage, namely, that Christians should have the most entire undoubting con­
fidence in the Gooclwill of their Heavenly Father towarcls them. He, for 
Ilis part, is faithful, who has called them to His Kingclom ancl Glory. 
Having rcceivccl the call, they may be sure that they arc meant for a 
glorious encl, ancl that nothing will be wanting, in the wise provisions of 
their Father's Love, which is necdecl to accomplish that encl. He fully 
intends to bless us, e,·cry one of us, whom IIc calls to the knowledge of 
His Love. We are not called idly, by chance, as it were, or merely to be 
savccl from the yawning gulf of perdition, which is all reacly to swallow us 
up, while the mass of the lrnman race arc left to perish most miserably. 
But He bas callccl ns with a clearer voice than others. lie has specially 
callccl us near unto Himself for a special end, with an express purpose in 
view, that we should be 'conformed to the image of His Son.' God, in the 
infinite counsels of His "\Visclom, from all eternity, foreknew us for this, 
that His Son shoulcl be our IIeacl, should be 'the first-born of many 
brethren, ancl we all should be made like unto Him.' llis purpose is to 
'bring many sons to glory,' to have, as it were, a chosen inner family of 
sons and daughters, who shall dwell nearer to the Throne than others, all 
like unto their Elder Brother, all willing servants of Righteousness, and 
Truth, ancl Purity, ancl Love. 

271. v. 30. whom He fo1·eknew, those He also justified, d·c. If this, 
then, be Gocl's purpose in calling us, if He preclestincd us for this particular 
end, how can we cloubt that He will make all things work together towards 
effecting that purpose, tmrnrds attaining that encl ? See every step of the 
work He clocs Ilimsclf, most graciously aud lovingly showing forth His 
goodwill towarcls us ! Beholcl how ' all things are of God ! ' He ' called ; ' 
He 'justifiecl;' Uc 'glorified.' lie 'called' you, for He sent His mes!"age 
of Life to you, and brought home His Word, with power to your hearts, 
by His Spirit. He 'justificcl you,' for He made you partakers of the Death 
of His Sou. He 'glorified' you, for He made you partakers of His Life; 
He gaYc you a new life, which you possess now by virtue of the share you 
have in His glorious Resurrection-Life, and which is a pledge to you of 
yet fuller life, and. brighter glory hereafter. 
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CHAP. VIII. 31-39. 

(31) vVhat shall we then say to these things? If 
God be for us, who is against us ? (32) He, surely, 
who spared not His own Son, but gave Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things ? (33) vVho shall bring charges against God's 
chosen ones? It is Goel who justifies. (34) "\Vho is 
he that condemns? It is Christ, who died, yea, rather 
who was also raisecl again, who is also on the right hand 
of God, who also intercedes for us. (35) vVho shall 
separate us from the Love of Christ ? Shall tribula­
tion, or anxiety, or persecution, or hunger, or naked­
ness, or peril, or sword ? (36) As it is written, 'For 
Thy sake we are being put to death all the clay ; we 
were counted as sheep for the slaughter.' (37) Nay, 
in all these things, we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us. (38) For I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
(39) nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the Love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

NOTES. 

272. Thanks be unto God for this glorious Gospel, the words of which 
are so plain, that he who runs may read them ! But note that, through­
out, the Apostle is spcakiug of God's Love to us, not of ours to Him-of 
the Father's Lo,e, that hold5 His fearful child to His bosom, not of the 
feeble clinging of the childish arm around Him. He is speaking also not 
merely of the Love of Christ towards us, but of the 'LoYc of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. The spirit of these words is applicable to every 
member of the human race. They arc all under the same 'Faithful Crea­
tor,' who ' was in Christ reconciling the worltl unto Himself,' who is the 
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'Saviour of all men, though in a special sense, of Christian believers,' 
who 'gave His Son us a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,' who 
'set forth His Son as a propitiation, not for ou~ sins only, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.' But the Apostle's language is specially true of 
those who have received their Heoxenly Father's call in the Gospel, to 
come, as God's chosen ones, and be consciously embraced in His Love. 
He has chosen and foreknown them for a most gracious purpose. He has 
assured them that He Himself justifies them. Who then is left to con­
demn them? \Ve know that He spared not His own dear Son, but gave 
Him to be our IIead, our Elder Brother, to take part with us in all things, 
that become a true Man, to li,·e and labour, to suffer and die, with us and 
fo1· us. How then should He withhold any other blessing that we may need, 
when He has thus so freely gh·en us the chicfest proof of His Love, the 
very central essence of all blessing? He has raised Him also from the 
dead, and placed Him as our King, at the right hand of power, and made 
Him our Ath·ocate and Intercessor. \Vhat shall separate us from His 
Love? These little things of earth, by which our faith and patience are 
daily tried, these accidents oflifc, which may take from us many blessings 
and comforts, can they take from us this, in having which we have all? 
Nay, in all things we are more than conquerors, we friumpli in life, 
through our Father's Lon'. That Love is shed abroad in us, by His 
Spirit, in the very midst of these tribulations. They do but serve to 
deepen in us the assurance that He loves us, and is making all thinks work 
together for our good. 

CHAP. IX. 1-13. 

(1) I speak the truth in Christ, I lie not, my con­
science also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 
(2) that there is great grief to me, and unceasing pain 
to my heart. (3) For I was wishing to be myself ac­
cursed from Christ for my brethren's sake, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh ; (4) men who are Israelites, 
whose is the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the Law, and the service of divine 
worsliip, and the promises, (5) whose are the Fathers, 
and from whom is Christ, accor<ling to the flesh. God, 
who is over all, is Blessed for ever! Amen. (6) But 
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it is not possible that the word of God has utterly 
failed. For not all, who are born of Israel, are Israel. 
(7) Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are 
all children ; but, 'in Isaac shall thy seed be called :' 
(8) that is to say, not the children of the flesh arc 
children of God; but the children of the promise are 
to be reckoned for a seed. (9) For the word of the 
promise is this, 'With reference to this time I will 
come, a_nd to Sara there shall be a son.' (10) And not 
only so, but there was also Rebecca, having conceived 
by orie man, Isaac, our father. (11) For when they 
were not yet born, and had not done anything good or 
evil, that so the purpose of God according to choice 
might stand, not in consequence of works, but of Him 
that calleth, (12) it was said to her, 'The elder shall 
serve the younger ; ' (13) as it is written, ' Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.' 

NOTES. 

" 273. v. I. I speak the ttutlt in Cln·ist, I lie not. Why such strong 
asseveration? Because, after what he had before written, it might almost 
seem as if he did not care so much for his own people as a true Jew-ought; 
moreover, his enemies, if they reached Rome, as they might do at any 
moment, would be sure to bring this charge against him ; and, lastly, be­
cause he is about to enter more deeply into the whole question of the re­
jection of the Jews from their place of honour in God's Kingdom. 

274. v. 3. I was wishing to be myself accursed from C!trist for my 
brethren's sake. Doubtless, the Apostle meant exactly what he says in this 
verse. 'I was wishing,' the thought crossed my mind, the wish arose in 
heart, that, if I could purchase the welfare of my people, by my own utter 
loss, so greatly is my love to them, I would gladly be content to do so. 
It is the expression of an i1,ffectionate and fervent heart. ,v e need not 
suppose that he sat down deliberately to calculate all the consequences of 
being accursed from Christ, or had them before his eye dist;nctly, when 
be uttered the wish. Probably, he referred at th~ moment more to the 
blessings he should lose than to the woe be should suffer, by using the ex-

9 
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pression, ' accursed from Christ,'-to the sacrifice of that happy confidence 
and bright hope and living joy, which he now had in his Master's service, 
and in daily communion with Him,-to the sense of darkness which would 
attend a state of separation from Christ,-rather than to the 'Fire ' and 
the 'Worm,' the' weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.' And, of 
course, the wish would be constantly put down by the thought that the 
thing was impossible. St. Jlaul's words, in fact, arc similar to those of 
Moses, when he prayed (Ex. xxxii. 32) that God would 'blot out his name 
from the Book of the Righteous.' 

275. v. 4. the glory. From the order of the words, this does not mean 
the Shechinah, which was only given after the.' covenants' and the 'giving 
of the Law,' but, rather, the glory which attached to the 'adoption,' in­
dicated in the promises, 'Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation,'-' all the nations of the earth shall be blessed through him,'-' I 
will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations ; kings of people shall 
be of her,' &c., with many other like words addressed directly to them­
selves in the law. The 'covenants,' made with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob : the ' service' of the tabernacle, laid down minutely in the Law: the 
'promises' made to the Fathers, and, throughout the Law, to the people 
themselves: the 'Fathers,' Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the great 
men of old, as Moses, Joshua, David, Solomon, &c. 

276. v. 5. God, who is ove1· all, is Blesudjoi- ever! These words are 
now, by some of tile best interpreters, separated from the preceding. The 
Greek distinctly admits of it, and it appear\ to be required by the fact that 
the phrase 'Blessed for ever,' is never once used of Christ, in tile N" cw 
Testament. A Christian, with a Jewish education, would always use them 
of God the Father (Rom. i. 25; Mark xiv. 61; Luke i. 68; 2 Cor; i. 3; 
xi. 31; Eph. i. 3; 1 Pet. i. 3). In 2 Cor. xi. 31, nearly identically the 
same words are found as here. The Fathers, though they generally apply 
these words to Christ, yet unanimously agree that the expression, ' God 
over all,' is properly used of the Father alone. T.he only difficulty is to 
see exactly the thread of the Apostle's discourse at this point. That, after 
speaking of our Lord as coming of Israel, • according to the flesh,' he 
should break out into speaking of Him as glorious according to the Spirit, 
is very natural, and just what he has done in Rom. i. 4. And, certainly, 
if his language admitted of it, we might conclude, with the great 
majority of interpreters, that this is what he is doing here. But, to my 
own judgment, the words do not admit of being referred to our Lord, for 
the reasons above given. And the connexion of St. Paul's ideas seems to 
be plainly this. 'I could have wished to have been accursed from Christ, 
for the sake of my brethren, whom God has so highly distinguished, (if 
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that woulcl have availed to prevent their present rejection. But, no ; it 
cannot be: the glory must depart from Israel: God's Holy Will be 
done, whether He gives or takes away! to that Will we must meekly bow]. 
Go<l who is over all is blessed for ever! Amen.' 

277. Y. 6. bitt it is not possible that tlte uwd of God !tas utterly failed, 
&c. Yet do not say that God's promises have failed in any way, though 
He does sec good to withdraw His blessings. He never made a promise to 
the mere natural children of Israel or of Abraham, so as to give any man 
a right to claim at His hands the fulfilment of llis word to Himself, simply 
because He has come out of Abraham's loins. On the contrary, Uc made 
choice among the children of Abraham, and limited the promised blessing 
to Isaac. He made choice again among the children of Isaac, born of one 
and the same mother, and limited it still further to Jacob. Why may lie 
not, with the most perfect consistency, make choice among the children of 
Jacob, and limit the promised blessing to whom He will among them, to 
those who walk in the faith of Jacob, and of Isaac, and of Abraham? 
What word or act of His binds Hirn to give the Kingdom, which lie has 
promised, to this man or to that, merely because He is a child of Abraham ? 
On this ground Ishmael might have claimed, as well as Isaac, as being em­
braced in the first statement of the promise. Or, if it be said that the 
promise was afterwards limited to his children by Sara, then, at all events, 
Esau might have claimed, who was Sara's grandchild no less than Jacob, 
born of the same mother as Jacob, born not at another time, by another 
father, but by the same father, and at the very same birth. Has not the 
Wisdom of God in this way warned you most distinctly to put no trust in 
your mere fleshly descent from Abraham ? Is it not set before you plainly 
that the Holy and Righteous God will not put out of His own hands the 
distribution of His blessings, that He will make choice among the sons of 
Jacob, as He did among the sons of Isaac and Abraham, and in every 
generation pour His blessing upon those who serve him, counting them, 
:md them only, the true sons of Israel, the true seed of the faithful 
Abraham? 

278. v. 13. Jacob I loi•ed, but Esau I hated. These words, of course, 
arc merely the strong language of prophecy. We may compare them with 
our Lord's words, 'If any man hate not his father and mother, &c., and 
his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.' In all the preceding words, 
however, and in what follows, St. Paul is not speaking at all of eternal 
salvation and perdition, but of the temporal prh-ilcges and blessings, by 
which it pleased God to distinguish some more than others, and by the 
proper use of which they would ha,·e gained, doubtless, a higher place in 
the Heavenly Kingdom, whereas, hy the ahuile of them, they have sunk 
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proportionally lower than others. As regards their state in the eternal 
world, Ishmael and Esau and their descendants, (:uno_ng whom we may 
reckon the Zulus and Kafirs,) stand on the sa11;1c level, and will be judged 
with the same righteous judgment, as others more highly favoured in this 
world with the means of grace and the hope of glory, as their brethren in 
the Jewish Church of old, or in the Christian now. All will be judged ac­
cording to their works, and according to the light vouchsafed to them. 
With reference to the Light, which we, Christians of England, have 
rccci,ed, it might be said, in like manner, 'England has God loved, and 
Africa has Ile hated.' Yet not all English Christians are children of the 
Light, nor arc all African heathens children of Satan; but those, who have 
received most, shall have most required of them. 

CHAP. IX. 14-17. 

(14) What shall we say then ? Is there unright­
eousness with God? Nay, not so. (15) For He says 
to Moses, 'I will have mercy on whom I may choose to 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I may 
choose to have compassion.' (16) So then it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that showeth mercy. (17) For says the Scripture to 
Pharaoh, 'For this very thing I raised thee up, that I 
may show forth in thee my might, and that my name 
may be spread abroad in all the earth.' 

NOTES. 

279. v. 14. what shall we say then? We have here the same question, 
so often repeated before in different forms. 'Is God, then, unrighteous, un­
just to us, unfaithful to His word of promise, in casting off any, or, if He sees 
good, all the people of Israel?' Far from it, says St. Paul. Not only by 
those instances just quoted, but by His distinct words to Moses, He claimed 
for Himself the right of distributing His own favours, of judging for Him­
self in each individual case, according to the truth and the right. lle re­
fuses to allow to any one the right to demand at His hands, in the case of 
any particular person or nation, the fulfilment of a supposed irreversible 
decree, whether for life or death. No! God I will have mercy where he 
will have mercy.' 
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The error of the Calvinist is in supposing that this asserts for the .Al­
mighty the power to act, by the exercise of an arbitrary prerogative, in 
choosing whom Ilc will save and whom He will cast away. In point of 
fact, the whole tenor and object of the Apostle's words is expressly to do 
away with this notion of an arbitrary election. It was just that which the 
Jew of his <lay relied on. He was one of the elect. The Jews were the 
Calvinists of those days, anrl believed themselves, as God's chosen people, 
sure of the kingdom. St. Paul is trying, with all possible arguments, to 
shatter this fond notion to pieces. He says, " Ko ! God Himself, with Ilis 
own wise, and just, and unerring judgment, will pass a righteous sentence 
upon all, whether Jew or Greek, Christian or Heathen. He will chastise or 
bless, quicken or harden, as Ilc sees it good, as IIe sees that the case and 
circumstances require. And of this, Ile gare the people of Israel intima­
tion abundantly, saying to Moses of old, 'I will have mercy;'" &c. 

280. v. 16. so then it is not of him that willetli, ,i:c. So, then, you 
cannot, by willing or running, gain for yourselves a place in God's King­
dom. You must, indeed, both will and nm, by the help of that Gracious 
Spirit, who worketh in you ' both to will and to do after God's good pleas­
ure.' But your best work, all your willing and running, will fall infinitely 
short of the holy requirements of God's Law. You cannot enter His King­
dom in this way, by any supposed righteousness of your own, by any claim 
of desert on your part. It will be simply of ' God who showeth mercy.' 
You can enter only through God's free gift of grace, bestowed upon faith­
ful souls among you, as upon faithful souls everywhere, upon Gentiles as 
well as Jews,-upon all who imperfectly, indeed, at the best, yet humbly 
and sincerely, seek to walk according to that measure of Light, which has 
been vouchsafed to them, to ' will' and to ' run' according to the truth 
which they know, to continue patiently persevering in well-doing, accord­
ing to that which has been revealed to them of the way of righteousness. 

281. v. 17. Fo1· says tlie Scripture to Phamoh, &c. And do not think 
that your exaltation as a nation, your distinguished privileges, are any 
guarantee to you of such special favour as you imagine, by which you will 
be screened from God's anger as Jews, even though indulging those very 
sins, which you are able loudly to condemn in others. Your privileges, 
doubtless, were given to you as a sign of special favour, but not such a~ 
this. You were meant to be God's ::llinisters of mercy to all the ends ot 
the earth, and while daily enjoying yourselves the blessedness of com­
munion with the true and living God, to be employed as dispensers of His 
Bounty and Goodness to others. For this cause God ' raised you up ' as a 
nation, as He once ' raised up ' Pharaoh, and gave him power, and wealth, 
and dignity. But you have turned your blessings into a curse, as Pharaoh 
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did his power before you. And may not your position before God, at thia 
very moment, as a nation, be just the same as that of Pharaoh, when it was 
said, 'For this very thing I raised thee up,'-not, as thou vainly thinkest, 
for thine own aggrandisement and glory, that ihou mightest do thine own 
will, and work out thine own ends,-but that even, in thy obstinacy and 
self.will, thou mightest serve my purpose, and work out my end, being 
turned to my praise, and being made to bring glory to my Xamc? It is· 
not meant that God created Pharaoh for this express purpose, that by his 
sin he might the more effectually glorify God. But, as all power is from 
God, and all the power;; that be are ordained of God, and arc 'raised up' 
to be ministers of God, to uphold the good and to execute wrath upon them 
that do evil, so are they subject to the control of Him who reigns above, 
and even, when like Xero, persecuting, or, like Pharaoh, stubborn and op­
pressive, will yet be made, in some way or other, ' ministers of God,' for 
Ilis glory and our good. ' 

The being 'raised up,' then, and distinguished from others by being en­
dowed with special prh·ileges, as Jews or Christians, is no sign in their 
case, any more than it was in Pharaoh's, or in a thousand other similar 
instances, that they are regarded as God's favourites, and will be exempted, 
as such, from His righteous judgment. As Goel made all the greatness, 
which He gave to Pharaoh, subscrvc, in spite of Pharaoh's obstinacy, His 
own All-wise and Almighty Purposes, so may Ilc deal with the Jewish 
people, and make the blessings, which they have enjoyed in the past, to be, 
in spite of their stubborncss and unbelief, the very means which He will 
use for showing forth His Goodness, ay, and His Severity also, to the 
world. ' Do not, then,' he seems to say, ' be thinking of your privileges, 
as if they were grounds for any "boasting confidence" in the fact, that God 
has called you to be His chosen people. Remember the lesson taught you 
in Pharaoh's case, that, when men are headstrong and disobedient, their 
-very greatness becomes the means of their ruin, and makes their fall the 
more terrible in the end.' 

CHAP. IX. 18. 

(18) So then, whom He wills, He has mercy on, 
and whom He wills, He harcleneth. 

NOTES. 

282. v. 18. Not by any mere arbitrary proceeding, but by an unerring 
law of righteousness, will this blessing or this judgment go forth. Where 
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He sees a faithful, humble soul, following the light already given, continu­
ing patiently in well-doing, according to the grace already bestowed, there 
He 'will,;' to pour out His :llcrcy, and llis Hand will not be stayed, be­
cause that man is a heathen, nor hastened, because be is a Jew or a Chris­
tian. And where, on the other hand, lie sees, as He alone can sec, that 
there is a ' root of evil ' within the heart, and men obey not the Law of 
Righteousness revealed to them, but yield themselves to unrighteousness, 
there llc ' wills' to pour out His judgment. And what will the Mercy be? 
Increase of grace to those that usc grace, the softening and subduing, the 
cleansing aud purifying of the heart, while it grows in the tempers which 
become the children of God. And what will the judgmcnt be? The loss 
of that grace already received, the hardening and deadening of the heart, 
which is the natural and necessary consequence of indulged evil, just as the 
growti.J in,grace is the natural and ncccs.sary cousequenee of obedience (see 
note 40). 'To them, which have, it shall be given, and they shall have 
abundantly ; but from him, that hath not, shall be taken away even that 
which he scemeth to have.' 

Such is the present necessary consequence of such sin. It docs not fol­
low that thore are no remedial measures, however painful, which the ,vis­
dom and Goodness of God may bring hereafter, to bear upon the man for 
his recovery. The Apostle is presently going to speak of such recovery, as 
actually in store for the Jewish people itself, after they shall have been cast 
off for a time, and hardened in unbelief. 

CHAP. IX. 19-33. 

(19) Thou wilt say then to me, 'vVhy does He 
still lay blame? For His wish (or design) who hath 
resisted?' (20) Nay, but O man, who art thou that 
answerest back to Goel ? ' Shall the thing fashioned 
say to him that fashioneth, vVhy didst thou make ( or 
Why di"dst thou treat) me thus?' (21) Has not the 
potter power over the clay, out of the same lump to 
make one vessel for honour, and another for dishonour ? 
(22) vVhat if God, willing to show forth His anger, and 
to make known His power, endured, with much long­
suffering, vessels of wrath already fitted for destruction, 
{23) and that He may make known the riches of His 
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glory upon vessels of mercy, which He before prepared 
for glory ?-(24) whom also He called not only from 
Jews, but also from Gentiles; (25) as, in fact, He says 
in Hosea, 'I will call that, which is not my ·people, my 
my people, and her, which is not beloved, beloved ; ' 
(26) 'And it shall be, in the place where it was said to 
them, Ye are not my people, there shall they be called 
children of the living God.' (27) Esaias too cries con­
cerning Israel, 'Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet the remnant only 
shall be saved. (28) For He is completing the matter, 
and cutting it short in righteousness ; for a shortened 
work will the Lord make upon the earth.' (29) And as 
Esaias has said before, 'Except the Lord of Hosts had 
left us a seed behind, we should have become as Sodom, 
and we should have been made like unto Gomorrha.' 
(30) vVhat shall we say then? That Gentiles, though 
not pursuing after righteousness, obtained righteous­
ness, a righteousness which is of faith ; (31) whereas 
Israel, pursuing after a law of righteousness, did not get 
before into a law of righteousness. (32) Why ? Be­
cause they pursued after a righteousness, not as of faith, 
but as of works of law. (33) For they stumbled at the 
stone of stumbling, as it is written, 'Behold, I lay in 
Siona stone of stumbling, and a rock of tripping; and 
every one, who believeth in Him, shall not be con­
founded.' 

NOTES. 

283. v. 10. 1 hou wilt say then to me, 'Why does He still lay blame?' 
It is plain that St. Paul is here referring back again to the same kind of 
arguments, on the part of the Jewish mind, as he had already silenced in 
chap. iii. He has just asked (ix. 14 ), 'What shall we say then? Is there any 
unrighteousness-with God? '-a question precisely parallel to that in iii. 51 'Is 
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God unrighteous, who taketh vengeance? 1 .And now he repeats, in another 
form, the question which followed this in iii. 7, namely, 'Well, but if the 
truth of God, through my falsehood, abounded to His glory, why am I after 
all to be still judged as a sinner? ' Here he says, ' Thou wilt say to me, 
",vhy does He after all find fault? for who bath resisted His purpose?" 
that is, if all my proccctlings have only helped towards the accomplishment 
of His designs, why, then, am I to be blame<l? ' To the question, as it 
stood in iii. 7, he gave no direct reply, but broke off into an indignant dc­
nuncfation of the gross immorality involved in such an argument. To the 
present question, also, he gives no direct reply, but breaks off into the im­
piety of a creature arraigning iu this way the acts of the all-,vise and good 
Creator. 

284. v. 20. shall tlie thing fashioned, &:c. "As Isaiah said long ago, 
'Shall the clay say to him that fashioncth it, what makest thou?' [Note 
that the reference throughout is to clay, still soft under the potter's hand, 
which can be moulded afresh, not to that which has been baked, and hard­
ened into a fixed form.] As he has said again, ' W c arc but the clay, and 
Thou our Potter, and we are all the work of Thy Hand.' May not the 
Heavenly Potter deal with the Jewish nation, as He sees fit, fashioning it 
first, if He sees good, into the shape of a vessel designed for high and hon­
ourable use in His service, and then, if He sees that the vessel is marred in 
the making, and will not answer His purpose, unmaking it again with a 
stroke of His Hand, and out of the selfsame lump making another vessel, 
for dishonour, for some lower use, which shall answer His purpose still, and 
be used in His service, though in another less honourable way?" 

That the above is the true meaning of the passage, and that St. Paul is 
not arguing (as the mere words of the Greek and English would allow us to 
suppose), that the Potter has power to make out of the same lump, at 
the same time, two vessels, at his own arbitrary wiII, one for honour, and 
the other for dishonour (so as to support the Calvinistic view), will be plain, 
if we turn to the passage in Jeremiah, to which he is evidently referring 
(Jer. xviii. 3-6), 'I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he 
wrought a work on the wheels. And the vessel that be made of clay was 
marred in the haru:l of the potter: so he rnade it again anotlier vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it. Then the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, 0 House of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith 
the Lord. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in l\Iine 
Hand, 0 House of Israel.' So, then, the Great Potter, when a vessel is 
marred in His Hand in the making, when He sees that a people, or a 
Church, or an individual, will not answer to the end for which He fashioned 
it, will make it into another vessel for His use, ns it seemeth good to Him 

9* 
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to make it. He will not cast it away, but refashion it, to serve for a lower 
and less honourable use in His Kingdom. 'And so,' says the .Apostle, 
' may it now be with you. You were fashioned, indeed, to be a vessel unto 
honour; Israel was to be the Light, and Jerusalem the joy, of the whole 
earth. But the Potter may see that you have become marred in His Hand 
in the making. He may e,en now be fashioning you into another .Yessel, 
a vessel still for His own use, but for a lower purpose, that, even by the 
loss of those high privileges which you have hitherto enjoyed, by being de­
prived of that Glory_for which lie designed you, and portions of which 
have already been vouchsafed to you, you may serve His great ends, as a 
witness and a warning to others, until the time of mercy shall come again 
for you, and the clay be once more taken into the Potter's Hand, and 
fashioned anew at His Will.' 

285. v. 22. what if God, willing to show fotth His an9e1·, cf:c. 'What 
then, if it should really be true that, during all these many years, when you 
have been priding yoursel\'es, in your own security, upon your rights as 
children of Abraham, God, meaning in tluc time to show His displeasure at 
your sins, and make known Ilis power to deal with you as to Him seems 
best, lias only been " enduring II you with much long-suffering, when in 
reality you were Tessels already fitted, not by His Hand, but by the in­
numerable flaws and imperfections, which your own iniquities have caused, 
and which the Great Potter has noted in you, to be destroyed, done away 
with, crushed up in His Hand, and refashioned into some other form?' 

286. T. 23. and that He may make known, cf:c. .And so that He may 
make known, at the same time, the riches of His mercy also, upon vessels 
of mercy, whom He before prepared for glory,-prepared them in His own 
wise way' beforehand,' before He broke up the Jewish vessel,-for 'glory,' 
for a service more glorious and ' honourable ' cwn than that service of 
' honour,' for which the J cwish Tcssel had been originally intended ; and 
whom He callcd,-us, I mean, not 'only from among the Jews, but also 
from the Gentiles; ' as, in fact, He has all along intimated His intention of 
doing, however blind you may baYc been to Ilis purpose, and deaf to the 
teaching of your own prophets. Thus Hosea, &c. 

St. Paul here quotes the words of Hosea (ii. 23) as expressing what he 
wi_shcs to say, though the Prophet is speaking of the ten tribes, whereas 
the Apostle uses the word as applicable to the Gentiles. 

28·7. v. 27. Esaias also crietli conccming Ismel, cf:c. From this pas. 
sage you might have learned that not the whole mass of the people of Israel, 
merely because they are Israelites, will inherit the Kingdom. • A remnant 
only shall be saved.' 

288. v. 29. as Esaias has said befote, d:c. Speaking of the people of 
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his time, the prophet said, ' Except the Lord of Hosts had left us a right­
eous seed, a small number, the true and faithful few, the "ten righteous," 
the "seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to Baal," in whom the 
life of God was still maintained, we should have been like Sodom and Go­
morrha.' May it not be so now? and the present season of calm be but 
the stillness preceding the doom of wrath, which the sins of the Jewish na­
tion have deserved? 

289. v. 30. 1V!iat .~!tall we say then? 'Why, we must allow that Gen­
tiles, though not claiming to be righteous before God, though not aiming 
at obtaining such a righteousness, have yet had it freely bestowed upon 
them through God's grace in the Gospel ; whereas Israel, aiming at a law 
or rule of righteousness, thinking to make sure of righteousness, by a kind 
of law or rule, a methodical process of wo1·kiug, and to acquire, as it were, 
a patent right to be considered as righteous before God, by taking up their 
freedom as natural sons of Abraham, and submitting to the necessary 
Mosaic ordinances, have not "got before" the Gentiles, into any such law.' 

290. v. 32. why, because they pursued, cf.:c. They might have found a 
law or rule of righteousness, indeed, a process by which righteousness may 
be surely obtained; but that is the very 'law of faith,' under which (iii. 27) 
all boasting is ' excluded.' 

CHAP. X. 1-3. 

(1) Brethren; the wish of my heart, and my sup­
plication before God, on behalf of Israel, is for salva­
tion. (2) For I bear witness to them that they have 
a zeal for God, but not _according to clear knowledge. 
(3) For, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 
seeking to establish their own righteousness, they have 
not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God. 

KOTES. 

291. v. 1. for salvatio.n. St. Paul distinguishes between justification 
and salvation, between a man's being justified and being saved. He is jus­
tified freely by the gift of righteousness, which God bestows upon all men 
generally, and reveals for their comfort and joy to all believers. And this 
righteousness He gives us in His Son, and ratified the assurance of it, that 
we were made righteous and reconciled, when He raised Him from the 
dead. This is what St. Paul calls (Rom. v. 2) 'having access into this state 
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of grace in which we stand.' But a man, being thus justified, needs now 
to be 'saved' by the life of Jesus from the 'wrath to come,' from that 
'wrath' (Rom. v. 9) which his daily sins "deserve. 

Through Him, and His Presence at the right hand of God, where, by 
God's own gracious appointment, He stands our Head and Lord, and Elder 
Brother, ever making intercession for us, we trust to be ' saved from that 
wrath,' for the sins which we confess before God, and turn from with true 
repentance. Even if our Father sees that we still need to be chastened for 
them, yet it will not be "in ' wrath' and severe displeasure, if He sees a 
broken heart and contrite spirit. The Apostle then says here that be 
earnestly desires and prays that Israel may be 'saved' from the Divine dis­
pleasure. He does not doubt of their being jitstified by God's grace as 
other men ; but he fears that heavy judgments are coming upon them, as 
upon children, from a Father's Hand, for their manifold sins. 

292. Y. 2. not according to cleal' knowledge, that is, of God's gracious 
Will and Purpose, in calling them first of the whole human race, into 
special nearness of relationship to Ilimself. They turned this grace of God 
into a ground for their own self-exaltation, instead of regarding it as a de­
claration of His Favour to them, indeed, at first, but through them to all 
mankind. 

2!J3. v. 3. being igno1·ant of God's righteousness, that is, of the right­
eousness of which the Apostle bas been speaking all along, which God 
bestows freely on all, who will humbly trust in His Love and will be con­
tent to be righteous in His Sight, not for any worthiness of their own, or 
any peculiar claim they may fancy themselves to have upon His Favour, 
but simply because He is graciously pleased to call them righteous, to ac­
count them as righteous creatures, for the sake of His own dear Son, whom 
He bas given to be their Head and King. 

294. v. 3. seeking to establish their own righteousness, &:c. They have 
sought a righteousness which they may call their own, and boast in, which 
they can make sure for themselves, independently of God's Justice and 
Mercy. Hence, they have not 'submitted themselves,' become subject, 
obedient (see note 194) unto God's Righteousness; they have not been 
willing humbly to receive by faith God's gracious gift to all mankind, and 
welcome its law of love as the law of their lives. 

CHAP. X. 4-10. 
( 4) For Christ is the end of the Law for righteous­

ness to every one that believeth. (5) For Moses writes 
of the righteousness which is of the law, that 'the man, 



CH.AP. X. 4:-10. 205 

who does these things, shall live in them.' (6) But the 
righteousness, which is of faith, says thus, ' Say not in 
thy heart, vVho shall ascend up into Heaven? '-that 
is, to bring clown Christ, (7) 'or, vVho shall descend 
into the deep,'-that is, to bring back Obrist from the 
dead. (8) But what saith it ? ' Near thee is the 
word, in thy mouth, and in thy heart,' that is, the 
word of faith, which we preach, (9) that, if thou con .. 
fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in thy 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. (10) For with the heart it is to be believed 
unto righteousness; but with the mouth it is to be con­
fessed unto salvation. 

XOTES. 
295. v. 4. for Christ is the end of the law fo1· 1·i9hteousness, etc. Yet, 

if the Jews had known God's Righteousness, if they were not ignorant of 
the whole spirit of their own Law, they would see that, even there, Christ 
is preached throughout, God's righteousness through Christ is the end, to 
which the whole Law is pointing and tending,-God's righteousness be­
stowed, not as the reward of works, but as a free gift of His Love, which 
we have only to belieYe in, and live,-God's righteousness, bestowed not 
on the Jew only, but on 'every one that believeth.' 

296. v. 5. for .Afoses wi·ites, &c. :Moses, indeed, docs write of the 
righteousness which comes by the Law, the righteousness which comes 
through the works, as follows, 'The man who 'docs these things, shall live 
in them.' .And if a man could 'do these things,' and do them faithfully 
and perfectly, could work all righteousness, no doubt he would ' live in 
them.' But God and our own hearts know that we cannot do so, that we 
are all fallen and sinful creatures at the best, that, left to this rule, we 
must die. Ancl, therefore, He Himself vouchsafes to give us life through 
Him, the One Man, who did 'do those things,' those righteous require­
ments of the Law, and 'lived in them.' 

297. Y. 6. but the righteousness which is of faith, sa.11s thus. Hence 
the same Moses, who wrote as above, describing the righteousness which is 
by works, wrote also, in God's Name, other words such as these, which set 
forth the g;race of God, the righteousness which is by faith. • Say not,' &c. 
(Deut, xx.x. 11-14.) 
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' See ! ' says the Apostle, ' words like these show that it is no great and 
impossible thing which God requires of His creatures, in order that they 
may enter into life, as if they had to work out their own righteousness and 
salvation, amidst all their infirmity and ignorance, their sense of utter help­
lessness. Moses speaks not of any great work to be done by them, as if 
they had to go up to Heaven, to bring Christ down, or to go down to the 
deep, to bring Christ up from the dead. 171ey have not to bring about 
these mighty wonders. God's Love has wrought these signs of His Grace 
for us. He speaks not of any thing peculiar to the Jew above other men, 
or to one man above another, but of something simple and common, within 
the reach and compass of all, of something near and close to e,ery man, of 
a word very nigh, in the heart and in the mouth, that he should do it,­
just such a word of faith as that which we now preach, a word of mero 
faith and trust in God's Mercy and Love.' 

2!)8. v. 9. if thou confess, d:c. And the word of faith is this, that if 
thou, 0 man, whoever thou art, wilt 'confess with thy mouth,' that is, wilt 
confess outwardly before men, with thy lips and in thy life, that Jesus is 
Lord, and wilt 'believe inwardly in thy heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.' The full meaning of this statement 
will appear more plainly in the next note. 

2()9. v. 10. for with the heart it is to be believed unto righteousness; 
but with the mouth it is to be confessed unto salvation. If we believe in our 
hearts that God raised our blessed Lord from the dead, then we arc sure 
that He accepts Him as our Head and Elder Brother, and us in Him; we 
are certified by that fact that God justifies us, makes us righteous, calls us 
near unto Himself, allows us a gracious ' access, to His Presence, as onr re­
conciled, or, rather, reconciling Father and Friend. But, being thus justi­
fied of God's free grace, we must seek to walk worthy of our high calling; 
we must confess Jesus Christ in all our daily thoughts, and words, and ac. 
tions, as our Lord, e,er seeking to bring forth, as His servants, the fruits 
of holiness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God: 
And, though our lives will still be full of frailty and imperfection at the 
best, though still we must have daily to confess and mourn before God 
many things which we have done wrong or left undone, yet, thus seek­
ing to confess our Heavenly Master with sincerity and singleness of heart, 
we shall be ' saved' from wrath through Him; even, if needing to be 
chastened by our Father's rod, we shall be 'saved' from the visitations of 
His angry displeasure. 
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CHAP. X. 11-21. 

(11) For the Scripture saith, 'Every one, that be­
lieveth in Him, shall not be confounded.' (12)_ For 
there is no difference both of Jew and Greek ; for the 
same is Lord of all, rich unto all that call upon Him. 
(13) For 'every one, who shall call on the name of the 
Lord, shall be saved.' (14) How then shall they call 
on Him, in w born they believed not ? ancl how shall 
they believe in Him, of whom they heard not ? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? (15) And 
how shall they preach unless they be sent ? as it is 
written, 'How beautiful are the feet of those, who 
bring the message of peace, who bring the gospel of 
good things!' (16) But not all obeyed the gospel 
(who heard of it); for Esaias says, 'Lord, who believed 
our report ? ' (17) So then faith docs come by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God. (18) But I say, 
'Have they not heard ? ' Yea, verily, 'into all the 
earth bath gone out their voice, and unto the ends of 
the world their words.' (19) But I say, 'Did not Israel 
know?' First l\'.Ioses says, 'I will excite you with what 
is no nation, with a simple nation will I anger you.' 
(20) But Esaias speaks boldly out, and says, ' I was 
found by those not seeking me, I became manifest to 
those not enquiring after me.' (21) But to Israel he 
says, ' All the day I stretched out my bands towards a 
people disobedient and contradictory.' 

KOTES. 

300. "'I". 11. for tlie Saiptui-e saith, Every one, d:c. 'I say, these words, 
though addressed, in the first instance, to Jews, have nothing in them 
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which confines their meaning to Jews. They are true of thee, 0 man, 
whosoever thou art. Thy God requires of thee no impossible thing, but 
simply to believe in His Fatherly Love, and yi~ld thyself up to the gracious 
leading of His Holy Spirit. The word is very near thee, in thy mouth and 
in thy heart. For what says the Scripture, 'Ei•ery one that believeth in 
Him shall not be confounded ... For there is no clifference ... But the same 
Lord is over all, rich unto all that call upon Him.' 

301. v. 14. How then shall they call on Him, &c. But it may be said, 
this language of the prophet assumes that men shall first have heard of 
Ilim, in whom they arc to trust, on whom they arc to call. And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? and how shall there be preachers, unless 
Goel sends them? &c., as Isaiah wrote. And it may be argued, perhaps, 
that because the Gentiles have bad no preachers sent to them, as the Jews 
have had, therefore they cannot be included in such promises; for they 
cannot have heard of God, they cannot have belicwd in Him, they cannot 
have called upon His Name. Such words as these, then, it may be said, 
belong only to us, Jews, whom God has specially distinguished from all 
other of the sons of men, by sending His prophets and vouchsafing His 
favour to them. 

302. v. 16. but not all obeyed the gospel, that is, c,cn in that case, to 
which these words of the Prophet refer, all did not obey the Gospel, though 
they beard it. In other words, the Apostle, in reply to the supposed objec­
tion, says, 'It does not follow, because the heathen do not generally do the 
Will of God, that they have never heard anything about it. You argue this 
from what you see in their lives. You take for granted that they have never 
heard any words of life from the Mouth of God, because you see, what 
every one sees, that their lives generally are impure and unholy. But bas 
all Israel obeyed the Gospel, the Message of Life and Love, which God sent 
them of old by His )Iesscngcrs? You know well they have not. And, if 
you were even ready to deny this, Isaiah himself would tell us, for he cries, 
"Who hath believed our report?" You might as well, then, argue that 
the people of Israel have never had Light from God's Holy Place vouch­
safed to them, because His Holy Name is so often "blasphemed through 
them among the heathen," as infer that the heathen have never" heard," be­
cause the great mass of them seem not to have " believed " and " obeyed " 
the word of God.' 

303. v. 17. So then faith does come by hearing, and hearing by t!ie 
wo1·d of God. ' So, then, I am quite ready to say with you, men cannot 
believe in God, except by hearing, in some way or other, and they cannot 
hear, except God speaks to them.' 

304. v. 18. But I say, Have they not heard, cf:c. "But, I say, has He 
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not spoken to them, and have they not heard, and have not some among 
them believed and obeyed, though the great body of them may, perhaps, 
be as unbelieving and disobedient as the great body of the Jewish people, 
both of old and now? Have they, indeed, been left alone in the world by 
their 'Faithful Creator,' uncared for, and utterly untaught, and unenlight­
ened? Have they not had ' preachers' all along, to tell them of God's Ma­
jesty and Goodness, to declare to them in some measure the 'invisible 
things' of their Father in Heaven ? Has not that, ' 'l'l"hich is knom1.ble of 
God,' been' manifested among them, for God has showed it unto them, even 
His Eternal Power and Godhead'? Do not the very Heavens declare the 
glory of God? Has not 'their voice,' the voice of God's great company 
of preachers, 'gone out into all the earth, and their 'l'l'ords unto the end of 
the world'? Has God left any of His rational creatures 'l'l'ithout some in• 
telligible signs of His Presence, some intimations of His righteous Will,­
on the one hand revealing His wrath against all ungodliness and unright­
eousness of men, 'l'l'ho keep back the truth which they know by their ini­
quity,-on the other hand, declaring His Fatherly Love towards them, 
'giving them rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts with 
food and gladness,' showing that 'Ile is not far from any one of them, in 
whom they live and move and have their being' "? 

And are we so sure that none among the heathen have called upon the 
Lord in sincerity and truth, according to the light vouchsafed to them, 
though they did not know Him as Jehovah, the Living God, or as the Fa­
ther of our Lord? Has there been no Job, or 1Iclchizedek, or Jethro, or 
Cornelius,-no Socrates, who could die a glorious martyr to the truth,-no 
Cicero, who could stretch out his neck to the murderer's stroke, after a life 
spent faithfully and zealously, though amidst much infirmity of body and 
mind, in the service of his country,-no Nebuchadnezzar, 'l'l'ho, after chastise­
ment, could ' bless the :riiost High, and praise and honour Him that liveth 
for ever,' (Dan. i,·. 34),-no King of Nineveh, who with bis people could 
cry mightily unto God in the time of his distress, and 'God saw their 
works, that they turned from their evil way' ? Yes, most assuredly. From 
the beginning of the world it always has been, and is, and ever will be, 
true, that ' in every nation, he, that fcareth God and worketh righteous­
ness,' according to the light vouchsafed to him, though be may not be cir­
cumcised as a Jew, nor baptized as a Christian, • is accepted of Him,' who 
is the Faithful Creator, the Merciful God, and the loving Friend and Father 
of all. 

305. v. 19. but I say, Did not Israel know? "And is all this, I repeat 
again, news to the Jews? Have they had no intimation given them, that 
the Gentiles were meant to share in the Mercies of their God, as well as 
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themselves? Did not Israel know this, or might they not have known it, 
all along? What says Moses himself? And what says Isaiah, still more 
plainly and boldly? Do they not tell you of the 'no-nation,' the 'simple 
nation,' that is, the Gentiles, by whom God will be found, though they 
'seek Him not,' and 'enquire not after Him,' and upon whom He will 
pour out llis blessing, and so provoke and anger you, His disobedient 
people?" 

CHAP. XI. 1-6. 

(1) I say then, 'Did God cast off His people ? ' 
Nay, not so: for I too am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. (2) God cast not 
off His people, whom He foreknew. Know ye not what 
the Scripture saith in the story of Elias, how he pleads 
with God against Israel, saying, (3) 'Lord, Thy prophets 
they killed, and Thine altars they dug dmvn; and I was 
left behind alone, and they seek my life.' ( 4) But what 
says the Divine utterance to him ? 'I left to myself 
seven thousand men, such as bowed not the knee to 
Baal.' (5) So then in the present time also there is a 
remnant according to election of grace. (6) But if by 
grace, it is no longer of works ; since then grace becomes 
no longer grace. But if of works, no longer is it grace; 
since then work no longer is work. 

NOTES. 
306. v. 1. did God cast off His people, that is, when IIe saw such fault 

in them, when he spoke so severely of them, and even dealt so severely 
with them? God forbid ! How could I bear to say or imagine such a 
thing of my own people, my own kith and kin? No! He may chastise 
severely, and, if need be, for a time cut off from the enjoyment of His 
favour, those whom He once foreknew for better things. But he will not 
cast them off. 

307. v. 2. God cast not off His people, wliom He foi·eknew, that is, 
whom lie fixed upon beforehand, for a gracious purpose (see note 270) . 
.A.nd in fact, there was always left a righteous seed, a seed of life among 
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them. And this of itself was a proof that God had not cast them off, nor 
utterly withdrawn His loving-kindness from them. 

308. v. 5. so then in the present time also thei·e is a remnant according 
to election of grace. As one might have thought in the <lays of old, as 
Elias did think, that the whole nation was apostate, and yet there m~rc 
seven thousand true and faithful souls to be found in Israel, unknown to 
the prophet, but marked of llim who ' scarcheth the hearts, and trietl1 the 
reins of the children of men, so now, though the great mass of the Jewish 
people is self-willed, and obstinately fixed in unbelief, yet, doubtless, there 
are many among them, whether the Gospel Message has reached them 
as yet or not, whom the Eye of their Lord appro,es in their daily lives 
of piety and faithfulness, and on whom the bles~ing of their God 
descends. 

And the words may be extended to have a wider meaning than this. 
'The Lord knoweth them that arc Ilis,' in every age, in every nation under 
heaven. lie knoweth those, who, according to the Light vouchsafed to 
them, 'do justice, and love mercy, and walk humbly witli tlieir God.' He 
knows such as these; and He 'elects,' He chooses them, for Ilis own dear 
children, from among the mass of human-kind. To them He will grant 
His peace, the Peace which passes understanding, and reveal more fully 
the secrets of His Love. 

W c know not how many there arc of these in any age. There were in 
that day, and, probably, there ,vill be at all times, compared with the great 
mass of any nation or mankind at large, but a few only of those, who cu­
ter by the 'strait gate,' and pass on by the 'narrow way' that lcadcth unto 
lifc,-a ' remnant, according to election of grace.' These arc approrcd 
and elected of "God's free grace, not for any worthiness of their own, which 
has deserved it,-not for any works which they have wrought with the 
strength He gave them. Ile knows, and they know also, that they have 
but feebly used that strength and grace He gave thcm,-that their best 
works fall utterly short of that perfection, which the Law of llolincss re­
quircs,-that, in themselves, they are 'unworthy and unclean, unfit to 
stand before Him, unable to bear the scrutiny of His Pure Eyes. But, as 
He blessed Abraham, and called him righteous, though in himself un­
righteous, 'forgiving his unrighteousness and covering his sin,' not as one 
obliged to do it, not as if Abraham had a right to claim it at His hands, but 
as an a,ct of free grace, so arc all those, whom God sees in any nation, to 
be 'working good' and 'patiently continuing in well-doing,' approved and 
'elected' by Him, to enjoy the richer blessings of His favour, not for their 
righteousness' sake, but through His free Grace and infinite Mercy. There 
is not a word in all this to countenance the Calvinistic notion, of the Al-
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mighty ' elected,' by an arbitrary fiat of His Will, a few only, a 'remnant,' 
of the human race for life, and consigning the rest to endless miery. 

CHAP. XI. 7-27. 

(7) What then ? vVhat Israel seeks after, that it 
attained not, but the election attained it ; whereas the 
rest were hardened, (8) as it is written, 'God gave them 
a spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
cars that they should not hear, unto this very day.' 
(9) And David says, 'Let their table become a stum­
bling-block and a recompense to them. (10) Let their 
eyes be darkened, that they should not see, and ever 
bow thou down their back.' (11) I say then, 'Did they 
stumble, so as to fall ? ' Nay, not so : but through 
their lapse there is salvation to the Gentiles, so as to 
excite them. (12) But, if their lapse is the world's 
wealth, and their impoverishment the Gen.tiles' wealth, 
how much more their enrichment ! (13) For I speak 
to you, Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle of Gen­
tiles, I glorify my ministry, (14) if I may somehow 
excite my flesh, and save some of them. (15) For if 
the casting away of them be the reconciliation of the 
world, what then the reception, but life from the dead? 
(16) But, if the first fruits be holy, so is the lump; and 
if the root be holy, so are the branches. (17) But, if 
some of the branches were broken out, whereas thou, 
wild-olive as thou art, wert gra:ffcd in among them, and 
became partaker of the .root and fatness of the olive, 
(18) boast not against the branches ; but, if thou 
boastest, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 
(19) Thou wilt say then, 'The branches were broken 
out, so that I may be gra:ffed in.' (20) Well! through 
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unbelief they were broken out, whereas thou by faith 
standest. Be not high-minded, but fear. (21) For, 
if God spared not the natural branches, beware lest He 
spare not thee either. (22) Behold, then, the goodness 
and severity of Gocl,-upon them which fell, severity, 
but upon thee goodness, if thou continue in the good­
ness ; since (otherwise) thou also shalt be cut off. 
(23) And they too, if they do not continue in unbe­
lief, shall be graffecl in ; for God is able to graff them 
in again. (24) For, if thou wcrt cut out of the natu­
rally wild olive, and unnaturally wert graffed into the 
good olive, how much rather shall these, the natural 
branches, be graffed into their own olive ? (25) For 
I wish you not to be ignorant, brethren, of this mystery, 
so that ye may not ·be wise in your own conceits, that 
hardness in a measure is come to Israel, until the ful­
ness of the Gentiles shall have come in. (26) And so 
all Israel shall be saved, as it is written, 'There shall 
come from Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away im­
pieties from Jacob. (27) And this is my covenant with 
them, when I shall have taken away their sins.' 

KOTES. 

309. v. '7. what lsl'ael seeks after, that it attained not, but the election 
attained it. That righteousness, which Israel is now seeking after, in its 
own way, upon its own footing, by way of claim, in right of works, the 
nation at large, the great body of the race, did not attain. But the faith­
ful few, the approved and elected ones, did attain it; they sought it not by 
works, but thankfully embraced it, as the free gift of God's grace, saying in 
their hearts, with the Psalmist, 'Blessed is the man, whose unrighteousness 
is forgh·en, and whose sin is covered.' 

310. v. 7. the rest n·ere hardened, the natural consequence of their 
obstinacy, by the Eternal Laws, which God maintains in His Kingdom, 
which are the necessary Laws of the Moral ,v orld; so that we may say, 
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either they hardened themselves by their wickedness, or they were hardened 
by the judgmcnt of God, they became hardened under the operation of 
God's Eternal Laws (sec note 40). 

311. v. !J. and David says, ci:c. It bas come upon them, as upon those 
of whom Dasid writes, that their 'tablc,'-thc very goodness with which 
their cup o,·crflows, the very blessings and privileges which they have cn­
joycd,-has become 'a snare' to them. They have become proud and 
high-minded, and boasting of their security : and their fall will be, in con­
qucncc, more marked and terrible. 

312. v. 11. did they s:wnble. The Apostle refers to the time, when the 
nation finally rejected the grace of God, and the ' things of its peace' were, 
therefore, 'hid from its eyes.' 

313. v. 11. did they stumble, so as to fall? that is, so as to fall only, 
never to rise again,-to lie utterly prostrate, ,vithout any prospect or hope 
of recovery? Kot so. They have stumbled, indeed, and fallen, and lost 
the place, which they once enjoyed in God's favour. But this was needful, 
in God's great mercy, to chasten them, and rouse them, it may be, from 
their state of torpor. And God will use this very season of their lapse and 
impoverishment, as a time of blessing for the Gentiles ; and He would 
have them stirred by this to a godly rirnlry; that so they may rise again 
from their fall, and the whole Church be enriched by their emichmcnt. 

314. v. 13. I speak to you, Gentiles,-that is, to you, believers from 
among the Jewish proselytes at Rome. (Sec Introduction.) The Jew, my 
own countryman and kinsman after the flesh, may not appropriate what I 
say : but you, I trust, at all events, will do so. Kay, I glorify and make the 
most of this ministry to the Gentiles, which is committed to my trust. I put 
it forward prominently, and draw attention to it, if I may thus stir up to 
rivalry those of my own flesh and blood (the Jews), and save some of 
them. 

315. v. 15. reconciliation. This is the very same word which is used 
in verse 11, 'by whom we have now received the at-one-ment.' It will be 
at once evident how far from the Apostle's meaning is the interpretation 
usually gi,en to these last words, which assumes that St. Paul is there 
speaking of Christ's ' atoning for ' our sins, by bearing some dreadful 
weight of vengeance in our stead, if we translate the words now before us 
thus, ' If the casting away of them be the atonement of the world.' 

316. v. 15. life f1·om the dead, that is, like the joy of recci,ing back a 
dear friend from the embrace of death. 

317. v. 16. if tlte firstjruits be holy, d:c. If the fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, whom God called, and set apart for Himself, be His, so, 
too, is the mass, the whole race, who were called and set apart in them ; 
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and if the root, (the fathers, as before,) be holy, so too are the branches, 
that is, the whole tree. This does not prcrnnt, however, sollle of the 
branches being cut out, if they bear no fruit, and other branches from the 
wild olive being graffcd in, and made to share the richness of the true 
olive, the blcs5iags enjoyed by God's chosen inner falllily of sons and 
daughters. 

318. v. 19. so that, not 'in order that,' but merely 'to the effect that.' 
The Apostle's words may be paraphrased thus : ' ,v ell ! ' you may say, 
' however this may be, about the root bearing us, instead of our bearing the 
root, yet, at all events, the root does bear us now : they were broken out, 
for whatever cause, and the result is, that we arc were graffed in.' 'True,' 
says the Apostle, ' and now you must lay to heart the same lesson, as they 
have had to learn, not to be high-minded, trusting in yourselves, as if you 
had any merit of your own, which deserved your new position, or could 
maintain you in it for a moment ; but fear, remembering ever that " the 
Lord's delight is in them that fear Him, and put their whole trust in Ilis 
mercy."' 

319. v. 22. if thou continue in t!te goodness, if thou continue patiently 
in well-doing, and so abide in the goodness of God, 'keeping yoursclrns in 
Ilis Love.' 

320. v. 22. since thou also shall be cut off. This is the thought you 
should have, while considering what has happened in their casc,-not ' they 
were cut out, in order that I may be graffed in,' but-' they were cut out, 
and in their room I was graffed in ; but I may be cut out also, if I prove 
unfaithful as they.' 

321. v. 23. and t!tcy too, if tltey do not continue in unbelief, sltall be 
gra:ffed in. The analogy of the tree, which the Apostle has used, must not 
be carried too far, beyond the use for which he himself employs it. In 
ordinary pruning, branches ' cut out ' are left to perish, are regarded as 
useless, as so much fuel for the fire. But here St. Paul speaks of those 
very same branches being 'graffed in again,' if they abide not in unbelief; 
for ' God is able to graff them in again,' however dry and withered they 
may have become, or, even, if they have been, perchance, already burnt in 
the fire. In other words, God will still regard them as His children, even 
in His severest chastisements. In cutting them off, He will not cast them 
away. They are still beloved, for the fathers' sakes : ' for the gifts and 
calling of God arc without rcpc-nfance.' 

322. v. 25. myster.11. This word is never used in the New Testament 
in the ordinary sense of something dark, obscure, hidden up, but always of 
something that has been hidden, and· is still, perhaps, hidden from the 
many, but is made known and revealed to the initiated. 
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323. v. 26. and so all Israel sl,all be saved. This passage does not 
seem to be meant as an authoritative prophecy, but rather as a statement 
of what the Apostle's own reflecting mind saw, as it were, disclosed to him, 
as the explanation of God's past and present c.lealings, which he believed 
the DiYine Spirit had enabled him to see, and which he wished to commu­
nicate to others. It may be that here, also, as, certainly, in his expecta­
tion of the speedy manifestation of the Second Advent, St. Paul imagines 
that the fulness of the Gentiles would be gathered into the Church, and the 
Gospel be preached among all nations, in his own day, and so the Deliverer 
would come, and iniquity be turned away from Jacob, by the Jews, as a 
nation, embracing the Gospel, and all Israel, the whole believing Family, 
whether originally Jews or lleathens, 'be saved' from the wrath revealed 
against all wilful sin and disobedience. 

324. v. 27. this is iny covenant with tltem. St. Paul does not go on 
to quote the words which declare what the gracious covenant is. ' This is 
my covenant with them, saith the Lord ; My spirit that is upon thee, and 
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever.' (Isaiah li.x. 21.) 

CHAP. XI. 28-32. 

(28) As regards the Gospel, they are enemies with 
reference to you ; but, as regards the election, they are 
beloved with reference to the fathers. (29) For the 
free gifts and the calling of God are not repented of. 
(30) For, just as you once disobeyed God, but now 
were dealt with mercifully, through their disobedience; 
(31) so these also now disobeyed through your mercy, 
so that they too may be dealt with mercifully. (32) For 
God shut them all up together into disobedience, so that 
He may deal mercifully with them all. 

KOTES. 

325. v. 28. as regards the Gospel, they are enemies with 1·eference to 
you. As concerning the Gospel, they are enemies, are treated as enemies, 
with a ,iew to you,-not 'through you,' 'on your account,' (which the 
Greek will not allow,) as if this was the reason for their being so treated, 
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-but with a view to you, that good may result to you through their being 
so treated, as the ,visdom and Love of God saw good to treat them. 

32G. v. 28. as regards tlte election, tltey are beloved witlt reference to 
the father.~. But, though treated as enemies, and cut off for a season, from 
the enjoyment of His nearer Presence, they arc not regarded by Him as 
enemies even now. Nay, as regards the elcction,-as regards God's choos­
ing them of His own free grace to be the objects of His Mercy and Favour, 
-they are bcloYcd as children still, with reference to the fathers,-not 
' through' the fathers, on their account, as if that were the sole reason 
for God's mercy to them, but with a view to them, that blessing may result 
to the fathers also, from the mercies shown to the children. 

How wonderfully this statement of the Apostle meets some of the 
deepest wants of the human spirit ! ,Yhat soothing comfort it brings to 
lo\·ing parents and dear friends, mourning under strokes of sad bereave­
ment, when they cannot feel assured, as they would wish to be, of the state 
of mind of those whom they have lost, by reminding them that, besides the 
general Fatherly Love of God, in which they may trust for the departed, 
and which embraces all mankind, there arc sweet words of special conso­
lation for them, believing, friends. These Jerrs, though so wicked in thcm­
sclYc~, unbelieving antl disobedient, antl so chastened and for a time cut off, 
as enemies, arc yet beloved for their fathers' sake, with reference to them, 
that they, the fathers, may not be grieved and dishonoured. .And shall 
not the child of Christian parents, though he may need many stripes, be 
beloved for the parents' sake? Shall not the thousand tender ties, which 
bind us to one auother in family, and social, ay, and in human relations, be 
held by us as pledges of hope, which Goel Himself our Father has given us, 
to keep us ever longing, praying, and labouring, in faith and trust for one 
anothrr? Can we suppose that the mere word of promise, made outwardly 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, shall make all the difference between the 
case of a Jewish child, and the child of any other parents, Christian or 
Heathen ? Shall we not rather joyfully remember that the promises, made 
to Abraham, spoke of One greater than Abraham, who should spring from 
his loins, 'in whom all families of the earth should be blessed'? Surely, 
He, who Himself sanctified all human relationships, by taking part with us, 
in our nature, as Man, has taught us how to read clearly their blessed 
meaning, and to know that, when a woman can forget her sucking child, 
or a true, loving father, though broken-hearted, cast off from his affections 
his prodigal son, then the Lord our God, from ,vhom those tender human 
feelings came, as faint shadowings forth to us of His Love, will cast off 
utterly any one of His creature:-, into whom He has breathed one breath 
of His Spirit, and l>y that gracious act has called him His chilcl. -

10 
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32'7. v. 29. the free gifts and calling ef God are not repented of. 
God, having once granted gifts of free grace, having once in His mercy 
called, never ' changes His mind,' so as to recal llis Love from the object, 
on which He has been pleased to bestow it. This is, undoubtedly, what 
the Apostle means to say. And, if the words seem, at first sight, to con­
tradict other words in the Bible, and other facts in tho Scripture history, 
we must seek fo1· the truth which underlies the whole, and connects all 
together, as different branches of the same root. The root is the Fatherly 
Love of God to His creatures, which leads Him at one time to bless His 
chiklren, at another to chasten them, at one moment to reveal to them the 
signs of His Favour, at another to cut them off for a time in displeasure, to 
banish them, it may be, into the outer darkness, and yet suffers Him never 
to forget them, or cast them off altogether. 

Will it be said that the Apostle is referring only to the Jews, and to 
the 'gifts and calling' they had received? But the argument equally 
holds good of all. And, unless we deny that other men have recei,ed any 
'gifts of grace,' have been 'called,' in any sense, to know the truth, though 
they may have kept it back in unrighteousness, we must admit that this 
general assertion of the Apostle holds good of them also. And, in fact, 
the very same reasoning, which the Apostle uses, to satisfy his own mind 
with respect to Israel, arguing that it was certainly not cast off altogether 
in the days of Elias, because there was still left a righteous i,eed in it, may 
be used in the case of any man, where there is Etill a seed of life rcmain­
ing,-a precious remnant left, which still clings to rightcousness,-sevcn 
thousand, seven hundred, seventy, or seven, or even one single thought or 
movement of the heart, which has uot bowed the knee to Baal. God has 
not cast away altogether any such child, whom He foreknew for a great and 
blessed hope. He may need severe correction and cbastisement,-to be 
cut off for a while from all enjoyment of God's Prcsence,-to be banished 
from the cheerful Light of day,-to be excluded from the Feast, and co.st 
into the outer Darkness,-to be burnt up with the Fiery sense of God's 
Displeasure, and dc"\"oured with the undying Worm of a guilty conscience, 
-until the work shall be done effectually, and the e"\"il, long indulgefl, 
purged out, and the corruption of the flesh, which clings to his spiritual 
nature, be wholly consumed. But while there is yet one spark of spiritual 
life, manifesting itself in the heart and actions of that child, though it be 
the poor harlot in the street, or the felon in his cell, there is a sign that the 
:Father of Spirits has not yet forsaken the creature He has rnade,-that for 
her and him also, individually, as well as for the Jewish people, corporate­
ly, the wart.ls of the Apostle are true, ' The gifts and calling of God are not 
repented of.' 
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This is -very different from saying that all men, be they ne-ver so un­
godly, shall at length be saved, ' when they have suffered pain for ·their 
sins a certain time, appointed by God's justice,'-a proposition that was 
very rightly condemned, as a dangerous opinion, in the first draft of the 
.Articles of the Church of England. It is 'dangerous,' assuredly, to mete 
out punishmeut of any kind, temporal or neYcr-ending, as an cqui,alcnt 
appointed by God's Justice for sin, as if sin could be compared by the 
Divine Law with pain, and measured out exactly, with a due proportion 
of it, or, as if all sin, which needs punishment at all, is equally to be 
visited with a ne.er-ending judgment of unutterable woe. It is true, that 
human laws, which aim more at pre,ention of crime, than amendment of 
the offender, do mete out in thL, war, beforehand, a certain measure of 
punishment for a certain offence. The man, who co,cts his neighbour's 
property, may, if be like, obtain it dishonestly, at a certain definite expense. 
He knows he may possibly escape altogether ; or, at the worst, he can 
only suffer this or that pre-arranged penalty, aft~r suffering which he may 
remain, (so far as the effect of the punishment itself is concerned, and un­
less other inlluenccs act upon him,) as lwd and as base a ,illain as before. 
But God's punishments are those of a Father. And, as a true, lo-.-ing, 
earthly parent will ne,er tbiuk of weighing out, by fixed laws, a certain 
defiuitc measure of puni,:hrncnt, as the proper amount of penalty, in case 
his child commits such and ,:nch an offence, but will punish him with more 
or less scYcrity, as he judges to be needful in each particular case, e,cr 
seeking, not merely to check the like fault in others of bis children, but to 
amend or correct what is c,ir in the ofl'.cndcr himself-sometimes, indeed, 
remitting punishment altogether, as a King, in the exercise of bis fatherly 
prerogative, may do, but 1~ot a Judge,-evcn so will our gracious Father in 
Heaven not cease to punish, in this world or the next, if He sees it to be 
needful. ·w c have no ground to suppose that a wicked man will at length 
be released from the pit of woe, when he has suffered pain enough for his 
sins, when he has suffered time enough, a ' certain time appointed by God's 
Justice.' But we ha,c ground to trust and bclie,e that a man, in whose 
lteurt there is still Divine Life, in whom there lingers still one single spark 
of better feeling, the gift of God's Spirit, the token of a Father's still-con­
tinuing Lo,e, will at length be saved, not from suffering, but from sin, 
when he has suffered sufficiently, according to the wonderful pro,ision of 
God's LoYe,-when a Father's Hand has dealt with him sufficiently to purge 
out the evil which is destroying his spirit's life, in Bis own wise way, though 
He may sec it good toiea,e His guilty child for a time in the outer dark­
ness, where is the 'wailing, and weeping, and gnashing of teeth,' to expose 
him to tl:c ',Yorm which rlicth not, or to the Fire which is not quenched.' 
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328. v. 32. so t!tat ]le may deal mercifully witli them all, that is, both 
Jews and Gentiles, the whole human race. These words may point to a 
blessing to be bestowed at some future day_; and the Apostle may be 
speaking of the whole race collectively, not of individuals, who may despise 
and reject then, as now, the mcr.;y, which God is ready to bestow. For 
the word 'all ' does not here, as in Rom. v. 18, imply necessarily eYcry in­
dividual ; and St. Paul is, no doubt, referring iu Lis mind to the glorious 
time which shall be, when Jew and Gentile shall be partakers together of 
the blessings of the Gospel, though many individuals may be unfaithful and 
disobedient then, eYcn as now. But the words which we have just been 
considering, as well as other passages which we have had brought before us 
in this Epistle, prove more than this, and whatever these particular words 
may imply, those other words give us ground to believe that God has con­
cluded the whole human race under sin and unl.Jelicf and disooediencc, so 
that, allowing no one to put forth a claim, as a matter of right, He may 
have mercy upon all. 

·For what a mockery of hope would it be for any human being, one of 
whose choicest 'gifts' from the Hand of his Creator is this love of his kind, 
which makes him long for the welfare of his fellow-men, to be told that 
God will baYe mercy upon some men, who shall Jive ages hence, not those 
who arc liYing now, the generation v,ith which he himself is personally con­
versant, for whom he has laboured, by whom he has been lo,ctl, or, per­
haps, bated? It is for these, more tban for all others, that his soul, like 
Stephen's, or like his lleavcnly Master's, yearns. And, if there be no hope 
for these multitudes of his own countrymen, acquaintance, kinsmen,-if 
the countless myriads of his own age must go down into tbe pit, and dwell 
in horrible, hopeless misery, for e,cr and cver,-wbat matters it to him 
what will become of those, who shall be born a thou!'and years hence, or 
what shall become of himself, or the 'C'niverse? It would be, indeed, a 
dr<:adful world to liYc in. Let him 'curse God, and die.' Yes! there is 
one otber course he might take, worthy only of such a state of things. He 
may wrap himself up in utter selfishness. Ile may steel his heart to all 
true and tender human feeling. Brothers or sisters, children or friends, 
kindred, and country, and the human race at large, what arc they worth 
considering, so that he can but save his own miserable soul ? Let it not 
embitter bis joy on earth or in hea,cn, to know that his noble boy lrns died 
on some battle-field, cut off in the prime of his career, while now, at all 
evrnts, doing manfully his duty in his station, although in God's Great 
Book, and in his own conscience too, there are registered sins of his youth, 
which bad not yet been truly and deeply repented of, and waslied with 
floods of godly tcars,-which now there is no time to repent of, for he has 
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laid down his life in the service of his Sovereign, whom God's word teaches 
him to honour and obey. Or why should he suffer it to grieve his soul, 
that his daughter groans with a mother's deep anguish over the death of 
!ter child, struck down by some sudden blow, as to human eyes it seems, 
without repentance, and, us some would say, without hope ? What has he 
to do witb such matters, except, indeed, tliat he may use them as wholesome 
medicine, fo1· his own spirit's healtb? They may serve to keep him low in 
abasement, to keep him from putting too much trust in the Power, and 
,visdom, and Faithfulness, and in the Fatherly Love, of God. 

No ! the 'gifts and calling of God arc not repented of.' And, whom 
He has called to know anything of His Name, lie means to know it; and, 
whom Ile has endowed with gifts for serving Him, lie means to serve Him. 
Though it may be through a long and sore discipline, the work will be 
wrought at last, and death and hell shall be cast themselves into the lake 
of fire, and God shall be all in all. 

CHAP. XI. 33-36. 

(33) 0 the depth of the Riches ancl ,visdom aml 
Knowledge of Goel ! How unsearchable arc His juclg­
ments' ancl untraceable His ways ! (34) For 'who 
bath known the Mind of the Lord ? Or who hath be­
come His follow-counsellor?' (35) Or who hath given 
first to Hirn, and it shall be returned to him again ? 
(36) For of Him, and by Him, and to Him, are all 
things. To Him be glory for ever ! Amen. 

KOTES. 

32D. v. 33. 0 the depth of the Riches and lVisclom wul Knowlcclge of 
God? Of His Riches, for 'who hath first given unto Ilim?' 'ol Him arc 
all things ; '-of His IVisclom, for' who bath been His eonnscllor ?

0

' 'tln·ouglt 
Him arc all things;' of His Knowledge, for 'who hath known the Mind of 
the Lord, His plans and purposes, the way by which, the end to which, all 
things arc moving? Yrs ! Thanks be to God, we do know the end,-

' That one Divine far-off event, 
To which the whole Creation moves.' 

To Him arc all things, to whom be glory, for ever and ever! .Amen. 
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CHAP. XII. 1-9. 

(1) I exhort you, then, brethren, by the mercies of 
Goel, to present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, well­
pleasing unto God, your rational service. (2) And ba 
not fashioned with this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that ye may prove what 
is the will of Goel, the good and well-pleasing and per­
fect. (3) For, 1 say, by the grace which is given to 
me, to every one who is among you, not to be high­
minded beyond what it is right to be minded, but to be 
minded unto sober-mindedness, us Goel bath appointecl 
to each a measure of faith. (4) For just as, in one 
body, we have many members, but all the members 
have not the same office; (5) so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and each, Eingly, members of one 
another. (G) Having then gifts, differing according to 
the grace which is given to us, whether preaching, let 
us preach according to the proportion of faith, (7) or 
ministry, let 'US abide in our ministry, or be that teach­
eth in his teaching, (8) or he that exhorteth, in his ex­
hortation ; (9) he that distributeth, in his liberality; 
he that presideth, in diligence; be that sheweth mercy, 
in cheerfulness. 

NOTES. 
330. ,. 1. Since, then, you Gentiles haw. been so highly blessed with 

the full revelation of your Father's Love, while the Jews, as a body, have 
for the present been laid aside, give up yourseh·es as a li\·ing sacrifice, in­
stead of that sacrifice of dead beasts, which their Temple ser,ice offercd,­
give up your bodily members (d. 13, lti) to be agents of the redeemed 
spirit, as 'instruments of righteousness,' unto God, which is the 'reason 
able' service God desires of you, as his children and intelligent creatures,­
not a system of ritual observances, the time for which is now gone by, but 
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the worship in spirit and in truth, which God delights in, which becomes a 
living, enlightened, reasonable man. 

331. v. 2. Do not fashion yourselves, or guide your actions, by the 
rules and maxims of the world. Let not your aims and ends be low and 
grovelling. But fix the eyes of your mind on high; have God in your 
thoughts always, and seek to be changed more and more from your old 
natural state into the likeness of your Lord. So shall you grow more truly 
and perfectly to know your Ilea vcnly Father's will. Your spiritual senses 
shall be quickened, and in God's own Light you shall see light. 

332. v. 3. For, though a stranger, and unknown to you in person, yet, 
through the office with which I am entrusted, and the grace which God 
has given me fo1· the right discharge of it, I give this charge to you all, that 
you, each one, labour, according to the gift of God, which you have sever­
ally recci,·ed, to bring forth fruit to his praise, harmoniously co-operating, 
as members of one body, each one honouring and esteeming the other for 
the gift he possesses, though it may be different from his own, each con­
tributing his own share to the common end, but all working together to 
glorify God by the willing sacrifice of body, soul, and spirit, which are 
His. 

333. v. G. preaclii11g. This appears to be the modem word, most 
nearly corresponding to that which is usually translated 'prophesying,' but 
which is used to express the gift, granted to some then as now, and in all 
.:1gcs of the Church, of speaking boldly out, in strong, stirring language, the 
living truths of God, and exhibiting their bearings upon the past, the pre­
sent, and the future. 

334. v. 6. accoi-diug lo the proportion <>J faith, that is, according to the 
measure of faith be has rccciYcd, not with an over-bearing, self-magnifying 
spirit, but with the moderation of men, who remember that the talents 
which they use, are God's, and that they arc responsible for the due use of 
them, whatever they may be. 

CHAP. XII. 9-21. 

(9) Let love be unfeigned. Be ye hating evil, 
cleaving to good,-(10) in brotherly love affectionate 
to one another,-in honour preferring one another,­
(11) in diligence, not slothful, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord,-(12) rejoicing in hope, enduring patiently in 
tribulation, persevering in prayer,-(13) imparting to 
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the necessities of the saints, following after hospitality. 
(14) Bless them that persecute you, bless, and curse not. 
(15) Remember to rejoice with the rejoicing and weep 
with the weeping. (16) Be of the same mind to one 
another., not minding high things, but led away with 
humble things. Become not wise in your own conceits. 
(17) Repay to no one evil for evil. Provide things 
excellent in the sight of all men. (18) If possible, for 
yom part, keep peace with all men. (19) Avenge not 
yourselves, beloved, but give place to wrath ; for it is 
written, 'Vengeance is for me, I will repay, saith the 
Lord.' (20) If, then, thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him drink ; for, this doing, thou shalt 
heap coals of fire upon his head. (21) Be not overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

KOTES. 

335. v. lG. led away with, going contentedly off with, 'putting up' 
cheerfully with. 

336. v. 20. thou slialt heap coals of fire upon ltis head, that is, in this 
very way you will be taking the most effectual means to melt him into 
amity and love, even if you do not succeed, because of the hardness of his 
heart. 

337. It must be noted, as remarked in the Introduction (p. 4), that not 
a word is said in this chapter about Church offices of any kind or ordained 
ministers. For it cru:i hardly be supposed that the expression in verse 8, 
'he that presideth,' can point to him, who presides in the Church, as 
Bishop, Presbyter, or Pastor, inasmuch as that, which would be the higher 
office, would then, in the Apostle's list, come after the lower offices of 
'preaching,' 'ministering,' 'teaching,' 'exhorting/ 'distributing,' and 
would be thrust in confusedly before that of showing mercy. 

CHAP. XIII. 1-14. 

(1) Let every soul be subject to the superior author­
ities. For there is no authority, except from God: 
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but the authorities, that arc, have been ordained of 
Goel. (2) So, then, he, who rcsisteth the authority, 
resistcth the ordinance of God; but they, who resist, 
shall take to themselves condemnation. (3) For rulers 
are not a terror of good works, but of evil. But wilt 
thou not be afraicl of the authority? Be doing the 
good, and thou shalt have the praise from it (tlie au­
tlwrity). ( 4) For it is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But, if thou do the evil, be afraid ; for it is the 
minister of Goel, an avenger of wrath to him that does 
evil. (5) vVhercforo it is needful to be subject, not 
only with a view to the wrath, but also with a view to 
conscience. (6) For, with a view to this, pay ye tribute 
also; for they (the collectors) arc officers of God, attend­
ing continually on this particular thing. (7) Render, 
therefore, to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 
due, tax to whom tax, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour. (8) Be owing nothing to any one, ex­
cept to love one another; for he, that loveth the other, 
has fulfilled the bw. (9) For that, 'Thon shalt not 
commit adultery,' 'Thou shalt not kill,' 'Thou slrn.lt 
not steal,' 'Thou shalt not bear false witness,' 'Thou 
shalt not covet,' and, if there be any other command­
ment, it is being summed up in this word, namely, 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.' (10) Love 
worketh no ill to one's neighbour ; love, then, is the 
fulfilling of the law. (11) And that do, knowing the 
season, that it is time for us now to be roused out of 
sleep; for now is salvation nearer to us, than when we 
believed. (12) The night is far spent, but the day is at 
hand. Let us put off, then, the works of darkness, aml 
put on the equipment of light. (13) As if in the day, 

10* 
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let us walk becomingly, not in revels and drunkenness, 
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
party-spirit. (14) But put on the Lord Jesus Obrist, 
and make not provision for the flesh unto lusts. 

NOTES. 

338. It is remarkable that, in the above passage also, where an oc­
casion is so obviously given for it, there is no reference to any ecclesiastical 
authority of any kincl existing at Rome. Nero was at this time the Roman 
Emperor. 

339. ,vhereas they arc for judging ancl condemning their rulers, they 
shall be conclemnecl themselves. 

340. v. 4. an avenger to execute w1·at!t. They are ministers to execute 
'wrath,' as well as blessing, executing on His behalf, and, in their meas­
ure, helping to reveal that ,TTath of Goel which is declared against all wil­
ful evil. 

341. Y. 5. It is plain that St. Paul does teach in this chapter the 
duty of absolute submission to constituted authority, acting within its own 
proper sphere. But it would be wrong to quote a few texts, such as these, 
as expressing the whole of the Apostle's mind upon the subject. What­
ever lesson we may wish to draw from his teaching, on these and other 
matters, must be drawn from a general view of all that he has said and 
done, not from a few words only, which he might have modified with ref­
erence to special circumstances. Fo1· instance, ' Be doing good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the authority,' would, certainly, not upply to all too 
acts of the Roman Emperor, Nero, or his officers. Aud, in the rapid 
changes of go,ernment, which took place after bis death, when, within 
twelve months, there were four Emperors, whose supporters fought with 
one another, it must have been difficult for a Christian of 'Cresar's house­
hold' not to feel it to be his duty to resist the ' superior authority' for the 
time being, and seek to place a V espasian in the room of a Vitelli us, or to 
do what Cranmer, Ridley, and L:i.timcr did, when they supported Lady Jane 
Grey upon the throne, which belonged to Queen Mary. 

The point, however, of his teaching, is this, that we arc to regard all 
rightly constituted authority as God's merciful provision for good, and, as 
such, to reverence and submit to it,--to make this our ruling principle of 
life, not only for fear of punishment, but also for conscience' sake, and the 
sense of duty towards God-whatever exceptions we may, for conscience' 
sake, untl a sense of duty towards God in matters of yet higher moment, be 
compelled to make at times in the carrying out of the rule. 
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342. , •. S. You can never pay the debt of love. You must always be 
owing that, though you pay daily. 

343. v. 11. The 'salvation,' here referred to, as near at hand, is prob­
ably that which would be manifested at the appearance of the Lord, which 
the .Apostle thought was imminent. 'The Day of the Lord is at hand, 
nearer than it was when we first received the message of His Love in the 
Gospel. Let us prepare for the co~ing of our King and the brightness of 
Ilis appearing.' 

CHAP. XIV. 1-23. 

(1) Him that is weak in the faith take to yourselves, 
but not for decisions of doubts. (2) For one believes 
to eat all things; but one, who is weak, eats herbs. 
(3) Let not him, that eats, despise him that eats not, 
and let not him, that eats not, judge him that eats ; 
for God took him to himsel£ ( 4) Yon, who are you, 
that judgest another man's domestic? To his own 
master he stands or falls. Nay, but he shall be kept 
standing; for God is able to make him stand. (5) One 
esteems one day above another; another esteems every 
day. Let each be fully persuaded in his own mind. 
(6) He, that regards the day, regards it to the Lord; 
and he, that regards not the day, to the Lord he regards 
it not. He that eats, eats to the Lord; for he thanks 
God ; and be that eats not, to the Lord he eats not, and 
thanks God. (7) For no one lives to himself, and no 
one dies to himself. (8) For, whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; or, whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord. "\Vheth_er, therefore, we live, or whether we die, 

r we are the Lord's: (9) ror to this end Christ both 
died, and lived, so that He may have lordship both over 
dead and living men. (10) But thou, why judgest 
thou thy brother? Or thou too, why despisest thou 
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thy brother ? For we shall all present ourselves before 
the tribunal of God. (11) For it is written, 'As I live, 
saith the Lord, to me shall every knee bow, ancl every 
tongue shall confess to God.' (12) So then each of us 
shall give account for himself to God. (13) Let us no 
longer, then, be judging one another. But this deter­
mine rather, not to lay a stumblingblock for a brother, 
or a snare. (14) I know and am sure in the Lord Jesus 
that nothing is unclean of itself; only to one, that con­
sidereth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 
(15) But if for food's sake thy brother is being grieved, 
thou art no longer walking according to charity. Do 
not with thy food be destroying him, on behalf of whom 
Christ died. (16) Let not then your good be evil spoken 
of. (17) For the Kingdom of Goel is not meat ancl drink, 
but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
(18) For he, that in this servcth Christ, is well-pleasing 
to God, ancl approved of men. (19) So, then, let us 
follow after the things of peace, and things of edifica­
tion for one another. (20) Do not, on account of meat, 
be destroying the work of God. All things, indeed, are 
clean; but it is ill to that man who eats with a stum­
blingblock. (21) It is good not to eat flesh, nor drink 
wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or 
is snared, or is weak. (22) The faith; which thou hast, 
have to thyself before God. Happy is the man, who 
condemneth not himself in that which he approvetb. 
(23) But be, that doubteth, is condemned if he eat, 
because it (his act) is not of faith. But everything, 
which is not of faith, is sin. 
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NOTES. 

344. The Apostle well knew that in Rome, as e,erywhere else, there 
would be sure to arise disputes between the Jewish and Gentile believers; 
and while desirous that the latter should be freed from the yoke of cere­
monial obscrrnnees, he wished them charitably to respect the scruples of 
their Jewish brethren, and these, on the other hand, not to condemn the 
liberty of the others. 

345. v. 1. in the faith, in the Christian faith, not yet understanding 
the principles of Christianity, not realizing the liberty wherewith Christ 
has made us free, and still retaining more or less of the Jewish scrupulosity. 

340. Y. 1. take to yow·sclvcs, as an associate, in a friendly and kindly 
spirit. 

347. Y. 1. not for decisions of doubts, not to decide about his scruples, 
or put them dmrn, in a short, sharp, peremptory way, condemning tlicru as 
needless, or ridiculing them as absurd. 

348. v. 2. eat !tcrbs, for fear of eating unclean meat, things strangled, 
blood, &c. There does not seem to be any reference here to food offered 
to idols. 

34D. v. 3. took him to Himself, when He called him to the knowledge 
of Ilis ,Yord of Life in tbe Gospel, and took him to Himself as a servant, 
yea, rather, as a child. 

350. v. 15. Do not for thy paltry morsel of food be destroying (be for 
destroying), humanly speaking, and as for as in you lies, one on behalf 
of whom Christ was willing to forego, not merely food, indeed, but life 
itself. 

351. v. 4. 'You may condemn him as strongly as you please, because 
he does not walk by your rule, or utter the Shibboleth of your party. But 
in God's sight he is not condemned, if sincere in bis desire and aim, to 
please in all things the Great Maste1·, >l"ho is the only true Judge of all His 
sen·ants' doings. 

352. v. G. The Apostle says that the man, who keeps the day, as the 
Sunday, even with Jewish strictness, because he believes it to be his 
Lord's will that he should, is keeping it to the Lord,· and will recei,e his 
re"ard. But he says also, that he who does not keep it with the same 
strictness, but docs this with a conscientious desire to please bis Heavenly 
Master, by using soberly and thankfully the liberty wbcre"With Christ bas 
made him free, is equally pleasing to his Lord, and will receive also bis 
reward. 

353. ,. 7. For this is the true Spirit of a Cliristian's life, that be 
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should give up, not one day in sernn, but all his days-his whole life, 
and his death also,-to the Lord who owns him. 

354. v. 9. He is the Lor<l both of dead and living; He rules in the 
world beyond the grave a.s here; lie appoints to' each the portion of bless­
ing or of chastisement after death, as in life. 

355. v. 16. 'It is a good thing, we might say, to know that Christ 
does not require ofus the observance of the Jewish Sabbath. It is a good 
thing to know that, witliout a form of prayer, or set times and places, 
"neither in Jerusalem, nor in this mountain," we can worship the Father 
-to know that there is no rite, or ceremony, or ordinance, that God cannot 
dispense with, or, rather, that there is none which we are required to ob­
serve, except so far as they tend to a moral end. It is a good thing to 
know that Re.elation can be interpreted by no other light than that of 
Reason. It is a good thing to know that God is not extreme to mark hu­
man infirmities in our lives and in our conduct. But all tliis may serve for 
a cloak of licentiousness, may be a scandal among men, and, humanly 
speaking, the destruction of those .for wliom Christ died.' Jowett. 

356. v. 17. The joyful freedom of God's Kingdom does not consist in 
having license to enjoy freely the good things of this life-but in the living 
joy and freedom of the heart, in the sense of God's farnur, in the power to 
lh·c as becomes a child of God glorifying Him, either in the thankful use 
of His bounties, or, if we can serve Him better among our brethren by so 
doing, in the cheerful resignation of them. 

357. v. 18. he that in those things. It is very possible that the true 
reading here is, 'lie that in this,'-namely, in the Holy Ghost-' serveth 
Christ, is pleasing to God, and appro,ed among men.' And the truth is, 
that even worldly men will secretly honour the faithful life of a true Chris­
tian, who follows rigliteousness and peace among men, renouncing his own 
private wishes for the sake of others, and content with that rich treasure of 
heart-joy, which God will abundantly pour into his bosom. 

358. v. 21. There must be, of course, a limit to this. It would do 
our brother no good merely to give way to some idle fancy or ignorant 
prejudice of his. And there are cases (as, for instance, with reference to 
tlie observance of the Sunday or Tee-totalism) in which it is absolutely ne­
cessary, for his good, that we refuse to comply with his morbid scruples 
and mistaken practices, and eat flesh and drink wine, in order to express 
our plain dissent from them. Only on such occasions, let us remember that 
we have to answer to our Lord for our conduct in such a matter. Let us 
take care that we are not influenced by a merely selfish and self-asserting 
spirit-that we are clear as to the duty of maintaining a higher principle, 
at a sacrifice, for the present, of this rule of the Apostle-that we are 
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ready in heart to act upon it still, whene'l"er a right occasion calls 
for it. 

359. v. 23. ' There are many occasions in which our first thoughts, 
or, to speak more correctly, our instinctive perceptions, are true and right, 
-in which it is not too much to say, that he, who dcliberates, is lost. The 
very act of turning to a book, or referring to another, enfeebles our power 
of action. ,v orks of art arc produced "e know not how, by some simul­
taneous movement of hand and thought, which seems to lend to each other 
force and meaning. So, in moral action, the true view does not separate 
the intention from the act, or the act from the circumstances which sur­
round it, but regards them as one, and absolutely indivisible. In the per­
formance of the act, and in the judgment of it, the will and the execution, 
the hand and the thought, are to be considered as one. Those, who act 
most energetically, who in difficult circumstances judge the most truly, do 
not separately pass in review the rules, and principles, and counter-prin­
ciples, of action, but grasp them at once in a single instant. Those, who 
act most truthfully, honestly, firmly, manfully, consistently, take least time 
to deliberate. Such should be the attitude of our minds in all questions 
of right and wrong, truth and falsehood. "' e may not inquire, but act.' 
Jowett. 

CHAP. XV. 1-13. 

(1) We, however, who are strong, ought to be bear­
ing the infirmities of the weak, not to be pleasing our­
selves. (2) Let each of us please his neighbour for 
good unto edification. (3) For even Christ pleased not 
Himself, but, as it is written, 'The revilings of those 
reviling Thee fell on me.' ( 4) For what things were 
written aforetime, were written aforetime for our in­
struction, so that, through enclu.rance and comfort of 
the Scriptures, we may have our hope. (5) But the 
God of endurance and comfort grant you to have one 
mind among one another, according to Christ Jesus ; 
(6) so that, with one accord, with one mouth, ye may 
glorify the Goel and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(7) \!Vherefore take to yourselves one another, as Christ 
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also took you to Himself, to the glory of God. (8) I 
mean that Jesus Christ is the minister of circumcision 
for the Truth of God, so as to confirm the promises 
made unto the fathers ; (9) but that the Gentiles for 
His Mercy should glorify God, as it is written, 'For 
thjs cause will I confess to Thee among the Gentiles, 
and sing unto Thy Name.' (10) And again, he says, 
'Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people.' (11) And 
again, 'Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud Him, 
all ye peoples.' (12) And again, Esaias saith, ' There 
shall be the root of Jesse, and He who is to rise up to 
rule over the Gentiles ; in Him shall the Gentiles hope.' 
(13) Now the God of hope :fill you with all joy and peace 
in believing, so that you may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

KOTES. 

3G0. v. 3. even Chtist, our Lord and Master, ti,·cd not to please Him­
self; He bare our griefs, and carried our infirmities. Surely, then, we 
may well bear the infirmities of one another. 

3Gl. v. 3. as it is w;·itten, J:c. If this passage be understood in its 
strict meaning, as it occurs in the Psalm, St. Paul quotes it as prophetical 
of the Messiah, feeling the rcvilings of those who reviled Ilis Heavenly 
Father. Ilut St. Paul possibly quotes it in his usual way, merely, as il­
lustrating the self-sacrificing, sympathising spirit of our Lord's life, with­
out recalling distinctly to his mind to whom the pronoun 'Thee' pointed. 
'IIe pleased not Himself;' but bis whole life is well described in that pas­
sage of the Psalmist, ' who suffers when another suffers, and is reviled 
when he is reviled.' 

362. ,. 4. It is difficult to see whether the Apostle means to say, 
'through the exercise of endurance on our parts, and through the comfort 
which we derive from the Scriptures,' or rather 'through the endurance 
and comfort of the Scriptures,' that is, through the examples of endurance 
and core.fort, which we find in the Scriptures. .. 

363. v. 5. the God of endw·ance and ccrnfoi·t, that is, the Gi,er of the 
grace of endurance and of all consolation. 
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364. v. 7. take to yow·selvcs one anotlta, both Jew and Gcntilc,-live 
in mutual Jove with one another, since Christ has taken you both together 

in one bodv to Himself. 
305. ,~ s. On the one hand, Jesus Christ is the minister of the circum­

cision to confirm the ancient promises, to make good the Tl'uth of God to 
the J;ws; on the other hand, He is the :llcsscnger of God's Free Grace 

and .Mercy to the Gentiles. 
3GG. v. 9. as it is wl'itten, d:c. .As this doctrine, of the admission of 

the Gentiles to equal privileges with themselves, was so strange and un­
palatable to the J cws of his day, St. ran] quotes again several passages 
from the prophetical writings, to show that it is no new doctrine after all, 
-that they might ha,e understood the mind of God all along in this 
rcspcct,-for ihc Gentiles are e,erywhcrc mingled up with the blessings 
promised to the Jewish people. 

3G7. ,·. 9. Joi· this cause will I confess to 17iee among the Gentiles, c(·c. 
These words are quoted from the L:X:X. of Psalm xviii. 49, and arc parts 
of David's song of praise, ' In the day that the Lord delivered him from 
the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.' St. Paul here 
adapts this to his own purpose. 

3GS. v. 10. Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people. 'These words are 
taken from Dcut. xxxii. 43, in which passage }Ioses exhorts the heathen to 
sing the praises of God for His dealings with the Jewish people. The ,erse 
in the L:X::X:. is greatly interpolated, and, in the midst of the interpolation, 
exhibits the words here quoted.' Jowett. 

368. v. 11. Praise the Lo1'd, all ye Gentiles, a:c. "These words are 
taken, with a slight change in their order, from Psalm cxvii. 1. The ·1..-riter 
of the Psalm meant to say, 'Praise the Lord, all ye nations, for His Good­
ness to Israel, His people.' The application which St. Paul makes of the 
word,,i, is, 'Praise the Lord, 0 ye Gentiles, for He has given you a share in 
Ilis Mercies to the House of Israel.'" Jowett. 

CHAP. XV. 14-33. 

(14) And I myself also am 11ersuaded, my brethren, 
concerning you, that you yourselves also are full of good­
ness, being filled with all knowledge, being able also to 
admonish one another. (15) But I wrote the more 
boldly to you, brethren, in some measure as reminding 
you once again, through the grace which has been given 
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to me by God, (16) so as that I should be minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, officiating as to the Gos­
pel of God, that so the offering up of the Gentiles may 
be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Ghost. (17) I 
have, then, my confidence in Christ Jesus in things 
pertaining to God. (18) For I will not undertake to 
say anything of that, which Christ has not wrought by 
me, for the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and 
deed, (19) by the might of signs ancl wonders, by the 
might of the Spirit of God ; so that from Jerusalem, 
and all round to Illyricum, I have published fully the 
Gospel of Christ, (20) but so making it a point to 
preach the Gospel, not where Christ was named, that 
so I may not be building on another man's foundation. 
(21) But, as it is written, ' They to whom it was not 
reported about Him, shall see, and they who have not 
heard, s1mll unclerstand.' (22) For which cause also I 
was chiefly hindered from coming to you. (23) But 
now, having no more place in these parts, and having 
had a longing these many years to come to you, 
(24) whenever I jcurney into Spain I will come to you. 
For I hope, on my journey through, to see you, and be 
forwarded on by you thither, if first I shall have had in 
a measure my fill of you. (25) But now I am going to 
journey to Jerusalem, ministering to the saints. (26) 
For l\Iacedonia and Achaia have thought good to make 
a, certain contribution for the poor of the saints in 
Jerusalem. (27) They have thought good, truly, and 
they are their debtors. For, if the Gentiles were made 
to share in their spiritual things, they ought also to 
minister to them in fleshly things. (28) Having then 
completed this, and having sealed to them this fruit, I 
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shall go off by you into Spain. (29) But I know that, 
coming to you, I shall come with the fulness of the 
blessing of the Gospel of Christ. (30) But I exhort 
you, brethren, by the Lord J esns Christ, and by the 
Love of the Spirit, to strive together with me, in 
prayers on my behalf before God ; (31) so that I may 
be delivered from the unbelieving in J uclrea, and so that 
my ministry to Jerusalem may turn out acceptable to 
the saints; (32) so that I may come with joy to you by 
the Will of God, and refresh myself with you. (33) But 
the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

KOTES. 

3G9. -v. 14. I know that you do not need these words of mine. .A.nd 
this, in fact, emboldened me the more to write rather freely to you, as 
only reminding you, in discharge of my duty as an Apostle, of what you 
know already. 'St. Paul was a man of the finest manners ever known.' 
Coleridge. 

370. v. 17. As then a minister of Christ to the Gentiles, I can proceed 
with confidence in the discharge of my duty, as, for instance, that of now 
addressing you,-a confidence placed, not, of course, in myself, but iu my 
Lord. 

371. -v. 18. I will not wzdel'take to say anything of that which Chl'ist 
has not w1·ought by me. These words are usually explained to mean, 'I 
will not speak of anything which Christ bas wrought by the other Apostles, 
or by my disciples,-only of what He bas wrought by myself indiYidually.' 
But, possibly, they may be used in the English idiom, ' I will not say what 
Christ has not done by me,' that is, 'He has wrought all kinds of wonder­
ful results by me.' The context, which follows, certainly fa.ours this. 

372. -v. Hl. all round to Illyricwn. Perhaps, St. Paul refers to what 
he did, as briefly mentioned in Acts xx. 1, 2, 'when he departed for to go 
into Macedonia. And when he had gone O\"er those parts, and had given 
them much exhortation, he came into Greece.' 

373. v. 21. I made it a point, rather to act in the spirit of those pro­
phetic words, &c. 

374. v. 22. And this,-namely, my being engaged. in preaching to 
others, who had never bad a teacher,-was the reason of my being delayed 
in coming to you. 
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375. v. 24. St. Paul does not speak of coming expressly to Rome, for 
the purpose of seeing them, and staying with them, perhaps for some 
mouths or years, as he had done at Corinth a~d Ephesus. That would 
have been too bold a proposal, for a man of his refined delicacy of feeling. 
Ile will sec them in passing, meaning, we may be sure, to stay with them 
as long as he found it desirable to do so. 

37G. v. 27. they are tlteii- debtors, that is, it is quite right that they 
should do this, it is no more than they are bound to do. 

377. Y. 20. I shall come to you with the fulncss of t!te blessing of the 
Gospel of Clo·ist. He refers to the rich spiritual blessings, which God (be 
was sure) would impart to them by his ministry, or, rather, (i. 11, 12) 
which he himself should be privileged to share with them in the commwiion 
of saints. 

378. v. 30. St. Paul, it seems, had a strong presentiment of the dangers 
"-hich threatened him at Jerusalem, and which made him say to the elders 
of Ephesus, 'Ye shall see my face no more.' 

371:J. v. 31. These dangers threatened him from two sources, {l) the 
open hostility of the unbelieYing Jews, (2) the secret suspicions of the be­
lieving Jews. These latter he hoped to quiet by the signs of 'respect and 
lo,·e which he brought from the Gentile Churches, if they would accept 
the present pleasantly from his bands. K othing is said in Acts xxi. about 
the way in which these offerings of the Gentiles were received by the 
Church at Jerusalem : and, in fact, the whole tone of the passage in Acts 
xxi. 20-25, implies that there was still no friendly feeling for him among 
the 'multitude,' the 'many thousands' of Jews which 'believed,' and were 
all 'zealous of the Law.' 

380. v. 32. so that I may come with joy to you, by the will of God, and 
1·efresh myself with you. 'Man proposes, God disposes.' St. Paul came 
to them, indeed, at the very time be contemplated, as soon as he bad taken 
these gifts to Jerusalem. But he came as a prisoner,-after having been 
'beaten' and nearly 'pulled to pieces ' by his own countrymen,-' bound' 
by the chief captain, and ordered to be 'examined by scourging,' brought 
before the 'chief priests and all their council,'-plotted against by 'more 
than forty men, who bound themselves under a curse, saying that they 
would neither eat nor drink, till they had killed him, '-sent off by night to 
Felix, and left by him in bonds, after having been kept two years in cus­
tody,-examined before .Agrippa under Fcstus, and despatched to Rome, 
which he reached at last, after perilous shipwreck. .And then, instead of 
seeing them at Rome in passing, God's Providence ordained that, though 
still detained as a prisoner, be 'dwelt two whole years in bis own hired 
house, and recei,ed all that came in unto him, preaching the Kingdom of 
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God, nnd teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with 
nll confidence, no man for\Jidding him.' 

CHAP. XVI. 1-16. 

(1) Now I commend to you Phcebe our sister, who 
is a servant of the Church at Cenchrem ; (2) so that 
you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy 
of the saints, and may assist her in whatever manner 
she may need you ; for, in fact, she showed herself a 
succourer of many, and of me myself. (3) Salute Prisca 
and Aquila, my follow-workers in Christ Jesus,-(4) 
(persons, who laid down their own neck on behalf of my 
life, whom not only I thank, but also all the Churches 
of the Gentiles,-) (5) and the church in their house. 
Salute Epenetus, my beloved, ,vho is the first-fruits of 
Achaia unto Christ. (G) So.lute l\Iary, one who laboured 
much upon us. (7) Salute Andronicus and J unhs, my 
kinsmen and follow-prisoners, persons, who were of note 
among the Apostles, who in fact were in Christ before 
me. (8) Salute Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. 
(9) Salute U rbanus, my follow-worker in Christ, and 
Stachys my beloved. (10) Salute Apclles, the approved. 
in Christ. Salute those of the household of Aristobulus. 
(11) Salute Heroclion, my kinsman. Salute those of 
the household of Narcissus, who arc in the Lord. 
(12) Sa1ute Tryphrena and Trn)hosa, who labour in 
the Lord. Sa1ute Pcrsis the be1oved, one who laboured 
much in the Lord. (13) Salute Rufus, the chosen in 
the Lord, and his mother and mine. (14) Salute 
Asyncritns, Ph1egon, Hcrmas, Patrobas, Hermes, and 
the brethren with them. (15) Sa1utc Philo1ogus and 
Julia, N creus and his sister, and O1ympas, and all the 
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saints with them. (16) Salute one another with a holy 
kiss. All the churches of Christ salute you. 

NOTES. 

381. v. 1. servant. It is probable that Phcebe was a 'deaconess' of 
the Church, at Ccnchrem, the port of Corinth, about nine miles from it. 
Pliny, in his letter to Trajan, expressly mentions that he had put two 
maid-servants to the torture, who 'were called :Ministrre,' that is, dea­
conesses. In Greece and the East, where women were kept in much great­
er seclusion than at Rome, such persons would be needed for the instruc­
tion of female converts, as well as for cbaritab'.e services to the sick and 
needy. N"o doubt Phcebe took this letter to Rome, and her going was the 
immediate occasion of the .Apostle's writing it. From the use of two legal 
terms in the Greek of this passage, translated 'assist' and 'suceourer,' it is 
conjectured that her ' business' wa3 connected with some trial at law. 

382. v. 2. and of me myself. Possibly Phcebe had lodged the A:)ostle, 
when he came to Cenchrem, for embarkation, being about to 'sail into Syria, 
with Priscilla and .Aquila, having shorn his head in Cenchrere.' Acts 
xviii. 18. 

383. v. 3. Priscilla is the diminutive of Prisca. Priscilla and Aquila. 
had now returned to Rome (Introd. p. 23), and would heartily welcome 
this letter from their beloved teacher and friend, and, doubtless, would 
take care that it should be circulated, as largely as possible, among their 
acquaintances at Rome. They had been 'fellow-workers' with him at Cor­
inth and Ephesus, and had probably incurred danger for him in the vio­
lent tumult at Ephesus, of which he speaks so feelingly in 1 Cor. xv. 32 
and 2 Cor. i. 8. It is noticeable that the wife is mentioned first, here and 
elsewhere, as if she were the most prominent and zealous of the two, or, it 
may be, the most able and intelligent. She took part, at any rate, in the 
teaching of Apollos. 

384. v. 4. all the churches of the Gentiles "had reason to be thankful 
to them, for having rescued the '.Apostle of the Gentiles' from danger." 
Alford. 

385. v. 5. the church in their lwuse, either the members of their fam­
ily being all Christians, or the believers being accustomed to meet for wor­
ship and Christian comcrse in their house. Alford quotes the answer of 
Justin :Martyr to the question of the prrefect Rusticus, 'Where do you as­
semble? 1 Ilis reply was, 'Where each one can and will. You belie,e, 
no doubt, that we all meet together in one place. But it is not so; for the 
God of the Christians is not shut up in a room ; but, being invisible, He 
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fills both heaven and earth, and is honoured everywhere by the faithful. 
Justin adds that, when he came to Rome, he was accustomed to dwell in 
one particular spot, and that those Christians, who wete instructed by him, 
and wished to hear bis discourse, used to meet at his house. Doubtless, 
Aquila and Priscilla carried on still at Rome the business of instruction, in 
which they had been engaged at Corinth and Ephesus. 

386. v. 5. In 1 Cor. xvi. 15, St. Paul speaks of the 'house of Stcpila­
nas,' as tile first-fruits of Achaia. Probably Epcnctus was one of this 
house. Some )ISS. read Asia for Achaia. 

387. v. 6. None of the persons wilose names are here mentioned, from 
verse 5 to Yerse 15, twenty-five in number, besides others who are referred 
to, are named anywhere else in the N cw Testament. Of these, )Iary ap­
pears to ha,e shown the Apostle some personal kindness; Andronicus and 
Junias seem to ha,e been somewhere in bonds witil him, who was 'in pris­
ons oft;' U 1·banus ilad ' worked with' him; Persi~, 'the beloved, who la­
boured much in tile Lord,' seems also to have come at some time under the 
Apostle's personal cognisance ; and Rufus and his mother were probably 
known to the Apostle. Omitting these seven, and Aristobulus and Narcis­
sus, (note 389,) there will remain sixteen persons named, and others refer­
red to, whom St. Paul salutes, but who may or may not have been known 
to him in person, but of whom he may have heard from Aquila and Pris­
cilla, and others. (See In trod. p. 30.) 

388. v. 7. Junias, the name of a man, not Junia: kinsmen, that is, 
Jews, like himself (ix. 3, xvi. 11, 21). 

389. v. 7. who we1·c of note among the Apostles, that is, distinguished 
as Apostles. So says Chrysostom, ' To be .Apostles is a great thing; but 
to be also among those distinguislied, consider how great is the praise ! ' 
For Paul to speak of any persons as "celebrated among the Apostles/that 
is, among the Twelve, would imply that he had more frequent intercourse 
with the Twelve than we know he had.' Alford. 'Andronicus and Ju­
nias may have been of the number of those mentioned in Acts viii. 4 ; xi. 
HJ-21, who were not unworthy to be classed with Barnabas and Paul, 
Acts xiv. 4, 14.' Peilc. 

390. Y. 7. wlw wel'e in Olti-ist bcjol'e me, who were Christian believers 
before I was. 

391. v. 10. It would seem that Aristobulus and Xarcissus (v. 11) were 
not themselves bclie,ers, though some of their people were. Does not this 
again intimate that St. Paul must ha'l'e lteard of these, without having 
known them personally? .Aristobulus and Narcissus appear, both of them, 
to have been men of distinction, having large households. And, in fact, 
Aristobulus was, probably, the great-grandson of Herod the Great, mention-
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ed by Josephus and Tacitus, to whom Kero, in n.D. 51!, gave the govern­
ment of Lesser .Armenia. He had Yery likely lived previously at Rome, 

/ and may still have kept np an establishment there, or, perhaps, bad not yet 
gone to bis govcmment. 'Karcissus was not the well-known favourite of 
Claudius, who was put to death by Kero, A.D. M, before this epistle was 
written, but another person of the same name, who was a favourite of 
Kero's, and put to death by Galba.' Conybeare and Jlowson. 

3!J2. v. 13. 'St. Mark mentions Simon of Cyrene, as the "father of 
Alc::s:ander and Rufus." The latter, therefore, was a Christian, well known 
to those for whom St. Mark wrote, and probably is the same here mention­
ed. It is gratifying to think that she, whom St. Paul mentions here with 
such respectful affection, was the wife of that Simon, who bore our Sa­
viour's Cross.' Conybcai·e and Jfowson. 

3!J3. v. 14. Hcrmas, not the author of the 'Shepherd,' who lived about 
A.D. 150. 

394. v. 12. St. Paul appears to have beard of the two women, Try­
pbrena and Tryphosa, as being active in labours of instruction or of mercy 
at Rome. Persis he bad, probably, met "·ith on some former occasion, as 
is indicated by his sa}·ing that she 'labowwl much,' in the past tense. 

3!J5. v. 16. Salute one anotlic1· ~citlt a holy kiss. In ancient times, as 
now in many foreign countries, a kiss was the usual salutation between 
friends, 2 Sam. xx. !) ; Luke viii. 43. This custom the Christians adopted, 
and it was regularly practised in their religious assemblies, as a sign of the 
close friendship and brotherly kindness, which bound them all as one body 
together. So says Justin Martyr. 'Prayers being ended, we salute one 
another with a kiss, and then the bread and the cup is brought to the presi­
dent, &c.' But, on those occasions, the men and women, sitting separately, 
after the custom of the synagogue, saluted only those of their own sex. So 
we find it in the .A.post. Constit. ii. G7, 'On the other side, let the laity sit, 
with all silence, and good order; and the women, let them also sit sep­
arately, keeping silence ..... Then let the men salute one another, and 
the women one another, with the kiss in the Lord.' 

3!J6. v. lG. All tltc clwrches of Christ salute you. From his relations 
to them, St. Paul can pledge 'all the churches' to this, without, of course, 
communicating with them. 

CHAP. XVI. 17-27. 

(17) But I beseech you, brethren, to mark those 
who cause divisions nncl scandals, contmry to the doc-
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trine which you have learned; ancl turn away from 
them. (18) For such do not serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly ; and, through fair speak­
ing and glosing, they deceive outright the hearts of the 
simple. (19) For your obedience came abroad to all. 
I rejoice, therefore, at the state of things among you. 
But I would have you to be wise, indeed, with respect 
to what is good, but pure with respect to what is evil. 
(20) But the God of Peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet quickly. · The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

(21) There salute you Timothy, my fellow-worker, 
and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 

(22) I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in 
the Lord. 

(23) Gains, mine host, and of the whole church, 
saluteth you. Erastus, the chamberlain of the city, 
saluteth you, and Quai:tus, the brother. 

(24) The. grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen. 

(25) Now to Him, that is able to establish you, 
according to my gospel ancl the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which has been kept secret in the eternal ages, 
(26) but was manifested now, and by prophetical 
Scriptures, according to the .command of the Eternal 
God, made known to all nations, for obedience of faith, 
(27) to God only wise, through Jesus Christ, be the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

KOTES. 

397. Y. 17. The Apostle does not apparently refer to Judaizing 
teachers expr0ssly, nor to any particular kind of false doctrine. But, 

11 
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knowing well that evil would come in some form or other, he gives them 
this caution beforehand, to beware of sordid, self-seeking, self-exalting 
men, who would form parties, and draw them aside from the simplicity 
that is in Christ, and the life which is according to godliness. He is now 
writing from Corinth, where such teachers as these had done much 
mischief. 

398. v. 18. thefr own belly, their own low ends, interested moti,es, 
love of gain, sensual appetites, &c., of such men, 'whose god is their belly, 
who glory in their shame, who mind earthly things.' 

399. v. 19. 'I say this, because I hear the best possible report of you 
now; your obedience to the faith ii! spoken of throughout the world (i. 8). 
But I wish you to be on your guard, to be wise and watchful for good, as 
well as simple and innocent, (as you are,) in respect of e,il.' The Apostle's 
Christian courtesy and great judgmcnt are manifest in e.ery line. 

400. v. 20. And, if you do this, marking such persons as seek to cause 
divisions, and turning away from them, depend upon it, the God of Peace 
will bless you, and soon put down the Enemy, the Evil One, that is sowing 
tares among the wheat of his field. 

401. v. 20. the grace, d:c. It would seem that the Apostle meant to 
finish hi:s letter at this point, as far as his own remarks are concerned, aJ?-d 
so inserted the usual blessing here. He goes on, howe'l'er, to send a list 
of salutations from those with him, closing again with the benediction. 
And then he cannot refrain from adding a few more glowing words at the 
end, ascribing glory to God Most High, for His Blessed Gospel. 

402. v. 21. Ti,mothy and Sopater (Sosipater) of Berea, are mentioned 
(Acts xx. 4) as among those who 'went before' St. Paul, into Asia, from 
Corinth, at the end of his three months' stay in Greece, during which 
he wrote this letter to the Romans. \Ve read of Jason, as the host 
of Paul and Silas, at Thessalonica, in Acts xvii: 5-9. Lucius is most 
probably St. Luke, the writer of the Acts. For it is noteworthy that the 
narrative in the Acts begins to run in the fil'st person, in the very passage 
above referred to, immediately after the mention of the three months' stay 
in Greece. 'These going before tarried for 1is at Troas.' 

403. v. 22. Nothing is known about this 'brother Tertius,' who was 
the scribe or amanuensis of St. Paul, on this occasion. His name seems 
to imply that he was a Roman by birth, as, no doubt, was also the ' brother 
Quartus.' 

St. Paul usually employed such a scribe, (see 1 Cor. xvi. 21, Col. iv. 
18, 2 Thess. iii. 18). But he sometimes wrote with his own hand, Gal. ,i. 
11. It is worth remembering that so long an epistle as that to the Romans 
could not have been written at one sitting, and probably required se,eral. 
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This will account for his not taking up the thread of the argument1 in some 
places, exactly as he left it. 

404. v. 23. This Gaius is probably the same mentioned in 1 Cor. i. 14, 
as having been baptised by St. Paul, at Corinth. He was, no doubt, 
resident there, and so able to be the ' host of St. Paul and the whole Church.' 
By the last expression it is, perhaps, meant that the believers at Corinth 
met at his house for worship, or else that his hospitality to Christians com­
ing from abroad was universal. 

There was another Gaius, of Derbe, with St. Paul at Corinth, at this 
very time, (Acts xx. 4,) and in the same verse is named another companion 
of St. Paul, Aristarchus. In Acts xix. 29 Gaius and Aristarchus are men­
tioned as • men of 1lfacedonia, Paul's companions in travel.' It seems as 
if this Gaius of Derbe must be the same man with the man of Macedonia. 
However the name Gaius (Caius) was as common then as John is now. 

405. v. 14. the city, that is, Corinth. Erastus is named as one that 
'ministered' to St. Paul, in Acts xix. 22, with Timothy. They were then 
at Ephesus, and were sent to prepare the way for him in Macedonia, and 
thence, no doubt, went on into Achaia, where Erastus would be again at 
home. Bence, while in Acts xx. 4, we read of Timothy accompanying St. 
Paul into Asia, Erastus is no longer with him. So in 2 Tim. iv. 20, St. 
Paul writes that 'Erastus abode at Corinth.' 

406. v. 25. It would seem from 2 Thess. iii. 1 7, that St. Paul always 
wrote with bis own hand the concluding benediction, as a token that the 
epistle was genuine, and from himself. Here, however, before dropping 
the pen, after writing a second time the doxology, he appears to have gone 
on to add this grand ascription of praise. 

407. v. 25. my gospel, that is, the glad tidings which I have to carry: 
so in ii. 16. 

408. v. 25. the preaching of Jesus Christ, that is, the preaching about 
Jesus Christ, the message about Him, which, as a herald, I am commis­
sioned to deliver to the world. 

40!J. v. 26. St. Paul here throws in a last word, reminding his readers 
once more of 'l>hat he has told them all along, namely, that the Gospel, 
which he had to preach, was no new message, but only a more clear and 
full declaration of that 'righteousness of God,' which Be, as a Faithful 
Creator, had prepared for His creatures, in Bis infinite counsels, before the 
foundations of the world were laid,-a revelation of that 'mystery of god­
liness' in Christ Jesus, by which that righteousness is bestowed by the 
grace of God upon mankind,-a mystery which had been hidden hitherto, 
but was now made known, by God's own command, for obedience of faith, 
to all the nations upon earth, in full accordance with the prophetical 
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Scriptures of the Jews (i. 2), nay, rather, by or through, them, through 
their express intimations and injunctions, in which God's will is made 
known in this respect, as the Apostle has abundantly shown in the course 
of the epistle. 

410. The following dates are adopted mainly from Conybeare and 
Howson's Life and Epistles of St. Paul. 

A.D. 

36. 
37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 

BIOGRAPHY OF ST. PAUL, COXTElIPORARY EVEXTS, 

St. Paul's Conversion. 
At Damascus. Death of Tiberius, and acces­

sion of CALIGULA, 
Flight from Damascus to Jerusalem, thence to Tarsus. 
St. Paul preaches in Syria and Cilicia, 

making Tarsus his bead-quarters, 
aud probably undergoes most of the 
sufferings in 2 Cor. xi. 24-26, viz. 
two Roman and five Jewish scourg­
ings, and two shipwrecks. 

Death of Caligula, and ac­
cession of CLAUDit'S. 

Judrea and Samaria given 
to Herod Agrippa I. 

44. He is brought to Antioch, (Acts xi. 2G.) 
45. He goes to Jerusalem with Barnabas. 
46 and 47. At Antioch. 

De::,':: of Herod .Agrippa I. 

48 and 49. His First Missionary Journey from Antioch to Cyprus, An-
tioch (in Pisidia), Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and back to Antioch. 

50. St. Paul and Barnabas attend the Council at Jerusalem. 
51. llis Second Journey from Antioch to Cilicia, Lycaonia, Galatia. 
62. Troas, Philippi, Thcssaloniea, Bercea, Claudius expels the Jews 

Athens, ComxTH, finds Aquila and from Rome. 
Priscilla; writes I. Thcss. 

53. At ComNTH ; writes II. Thess. Felix procurator of Judrea. 
Death of Claudius, and ac­

cession of NERO. 
54. Leaves Corinth for Ephesus, where he 

lea,es Priscilla and Aquila, and goes 
on to Jerusalem, thence to Antioch. 

His Third Journey. He reaches EPHESL"S, 
55. and 56. At Ephesus, with Aquila and Priscilla. 
57. (Sp1·ing.) Still at Ephesus, with Aquila and Priscilla; writes I. Cor. 

(Summer.) Macedonia; writes II. Cor. ; Aquila and Priscilla at Rome. 
( Wintei·.) To CoRI:-TII. Writes Gal. 

58. (Spring.) Writes Rom.; from Corinth, by Philippi nnd Miletus, to 
Jerusalem. Arrested and sent to Ci.csari.ca. 

59. At Cresarea. 
60. (Autumn.) Sent to Rome by Festus. Felix is recalled, and sue-

( Winter.) Shipwrecked at Malta. ceedcd by Festus. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 

(Spring.) Arri"l"es at Rome. 
At Rome, in bis own hired house; writes Pl1ilem., Col., Eph., Phil. 
Is freed, goes to ~Iacedonia (Phil. ii. 24) and Asia Minor, (Philem. 22.) 
In Spain. Fire of Rome : Persecution. 
In Spain. Florus Procurator of Judrea. 
From(?) Spain to .Asia (I Tim. i. 3). Jewish War begins. 
(Summer.) Writes I. Tim., from Macedonia. 
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A,D. BIOGRAPHY OF ST. PAt:L. CO:i'.TEllPORARY EYEXTS. 

(Autumn.) Writes Tit., from Ephesus. 
( Winter.) At Nicopolis. 

68. (Sp1·ing.) In prison at Rome; ,,rritcs II. Tim. 
(Summer.) Executed-May 01· June. Death of Nero in June. 

N.B. The date of the year of our Lord is cousidcrcd to represent ap­
proximately the age of the Apostle. 

APPEXDIX. KoTE o~ 262. 

And thus also a reply may be given to those, who say that by the Atha­
nasian Creed, which we read from time to time in the Church Service, we 
arc shut up into a confession that we believe in the ordinary doctrine of 
Endless Punishments. 

I answer, iu the first place, that la:rmcn arc not bound at all by the dog­
mas laid down in this Creed, not even when they take their part in singing 
or saying it. They do not here say, as they do in repeating the other two 
Creeds, or as they do in repeating the .Apostles' Creeu in their Baptism, 
answering by thcmselYcs or their god-parents, each one personally for him­
self, 'I believe iu all the statement5 of this Creed.' They do but repeat, 
at the direction of thci1· Church, an ancient form of words, which goes, 
indeed, by the name of Athanasius, but which is wellknown not to have 
been composed by him, and to haYc only come into use in the Church in 
the fifth ccutury, and in England in the ninth. When, in reading the 
alternate verse of a Psalm, a layman comes upon the words, in which David 
or any other fellow-man, under the Old Dispensation, in direct contradic­
tion to the spirit of the Kew, curses, instead of' blessing,' 'those who curse 
him,' and imprecates evil, instead of 'praying for mercy,' on the heads of 
'those, who despitefully use him, and persecute him,'-as when he cries, 
'Let Satan stand at his right hand, and let his pr;iyer be turned into sin ; 
let bis children be fatherless, antl his wife a widow ; let there l.Je no man to 
pity him, or to have compassion on his fatherless children ; let the wicked­
ness of bis fathers be harl. in remembrance in the sight of the Lord, and let 
not the sin of his mother be done away; ' or when, in another place, he 
says, ' The righteous shall rejoice when he sccth the vengeance ; he shall 
wash his footsteps in the blood of the ungodly ; '-and he repeats these 
words, as appointed by the Church in the Daily Service ;-he does not con­
sider that he himself is committed to such language ; he merely acts as an 
obedient son of the Church to which he belongs ; and he concludes that 
she must have some good reason for prescribing the reading of such words, 
among the rest, in her Services. In short, he feels no scruple of conscience, 
pre>'enting him from Joining in the Service here, because he holds himself 
at liberty to go along with the words he utters, just as far as his sense of 
truth, aud righteousness, and love, allows, and no further. 

Just so may every layman do with regard to the Athanasian Creed. To 
the Apostles' Creed he is bound by his Baptism. To the Athanasian Creed 
his conscience is in no way bound. He docs not profess his personal ad­
herence to it; he does not say, with respect to that Creed,' I believe.' He 
simply joins, as above, in obedience to the directions of his Church, in read-
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ing a certain ancient form, which she pronounces to be true and scriptural, 
which she desires her children to hear from time to time, and requires to be 
sung or said in the Service. And he is at liberty to let his hearty assent 
go with the words, as far as his conscience allows him, and no further. 

It is otherwise with a clergyman. He is bound by the Articles, which 
he subscribes at ordination, to hold that this Creed, as well as the other 
two, ' ought thoroughly to be received and believed, for it may be proYed 
by most certain warrants of Holy Scripture.' He must be able, therefore, 
to give an account of the faith which he thus professes. It is, indeed, to 
be regretted that this Creed, by whomsoever written, should be so ·worded, 
as to present any stumblingblock to a free and hearty reception of it, on 
the part of eithe1· clergyman or layman-that it should be at all liable to 
be misunderstood-that any of its words should require such explanation, 
before they can be assented to, as the simple and unlearned cannot easily 
supply. I allude, of course, mainly, to what are commonly called the 
'damnatory clauses,' at the beginning, middle, and end. There are, in­
deed, other phrases in it, employed in speaking of the high mysteries of the 
Christian Religion, which few ordinary readers could be expected fully to 
understand. But these do not present the great difficulty to a hearty re­
ception of it. That arises in 1110::;t minds from the damnatory clauses-from 
an unwillingness to pass jndgmcnt upon others for holding views on certain 
matters of religion, which may differ from our own, and which they may 
hold conscientiously, and with as earnest and humble a desire to please God 
in so doing, as we may haYe ourselves in maintaining our own Creed, and 
whose lives may possibly, for consistency, devotedness, and purity, con­
demn our own-and from a sense oi the absolute wickedness of undertak­
ing to pass such a j udgment. 

These clauses in the Creed are, indeed, much to be deplored. They 
were the offspring of a stormy and violent age, when good men, not freed 
from lrnman infirmities, were too apt to nsurp the place of the Great Judge, 
and to pass anathemas on one another. Yet c\"en this is better than a cold, 
sensual indifference, which has no heart or life, which is equally uncon­
cemed about all religious matters, about all those things of deep, eternal 
interest, which belong to a living man, and contents itself, perhaps, by ask­
ing, with a sneer, in the words of Pilato of old, ' ,vhat is Truth ? ' 

But let us see what these damnatory clauses really amount to. The 
middle one is this, ' He, therefore, that will be saved, must thus think of the 
Trinity.' But here our own English Version mistranslates the Latin orig­
inal, which merely s~ys, ' He, therefore, who wishes to be saved, let him 
thns think of the Trinity.' This is the advice which the Church gives to 
each enquirer-to each one who comes sincerely anxious to know the Liv­
ing Truth, which she has to teach him. 'Whoever wishes to be sa,.ed,' or 
rather, to be safe, to be in a state of salvation, ' it is above all things neces­
sary that he should hold the Catholick Faith.' And then follows the sen­
tence, so terrible to many, ' ·which except every one do keep whole and 
undefiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly,' and this supported 
by the closing words of the Creed, ' This is the Catholick Faith, which ex­
cept a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved,' or rather, as before, be 
cannot be safe, be cannot be in a state of salvation. These words, as they 
are generally understood, are supposed to imply the eternal damnation of 
all, who do not believe in the doctrines laid down in the Creed, whether 
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they ha,c rightly and fu11y understood them or not, whether e,cn they 
have ever heard them or not. 

Yet, certainly, the writer of the Creed could ne,er ba,c meant this: 
for he must have excepted baptised infants, and young children, from so 
sweeping a condemnation. He must, surely, also ha,e excepted the weak 

-in intellect and the insane; and, if so, by parity of reasoning, he must have 
excepted the untaught and ignorant,-ignorant by no fault of their own,­
and as helpless in things divine as children; he must ha,e excepted the 
heathen, who have never heard at all the Message of Life. And, looking 
more closely at the Creed, we find in each of these two clauses a saving 
word to this effect. If a man is required to ' keep ' the- Catholic Faith, he 
must first ha,e recefred it,-not ,yith his ears only, but with his inner 
being, with his head and his heart. The truth must have been brought 
home to him, with more or less of clearness and fulness ; his conscience 
must have felt the power of it, more or less forcibly, as the message of 
God to his soul. Now, in proportion to what he has thus received, he is 
bound to embrace it, to keep it 'whole and undefiled' with falsehood, im­
purity, and sin, "l'fith 'whatsoc,er lo,eth and maketh a lie;' he is bound to 
' believe it faitl,Jully,, as the last clause of the Creed says, that is, with an 
honest and sincere obedience to it, as far as be has received it. If be does 
not, if he Iins unfaithfully, if he docs not 'Walk in the light, and bring his 
daily doings to the light, ,;-hich has thus been ,ouchsafed to Lim, and 
think, and speak, and net, as a servant of tLe light,-if he ' Ions the dark­
ness rather than the light, because his deeds ai·e cvil,'-that man does not 
need the Bible, or the Athanasian Creed, to tell him that he is condemned. 
He is condemned already. Bis own heart will judge him, and pronounce 
him to be a guilty creature. lie will begin to feel the gnawing of the Un­
dyirig Worm, the scorching of the Eternal Fire, within him. And he will 
know in himself that this woe will follow him all his life through, while he 
clings to the sin which is destroying him, and in the life to cornc,-that in 
the other world also God's righteous judgment will rest upon him-that he 
will 'perish eYerlastingly.' He will perish-not temporarily-suffering 
merely, "l'fith respect to things of time and sense, that wretchcdnei::s of out­
wanl condition, which sometimes follows sin in this life, by which some 
perish miserably before our eyes, but which ends at last with this body of 
corruption, and may even be relie,ed while it lasts, or, perhaps, may be 
escaped altogether. But he will p•~rish 'everlastingly,' with respect to 
things eternal and i::piritnal, those tuings that are real and permanent, and 
concern his true being, which "l'fas made for a higher world than this ; he 
will suffer then, a;; he even now suffers, that inward misery, of which the 
worst external "IVOe of this life is but a figure-which may be coupled in 
this world "·ith outward woe or with outward prosperity, but, in the world 
to come, will be mitigated by no relief, as it may be here ; he will tLcn not 
be able, as he may be now, to ignore, as it "IVCre, the pangs of a guilty con­
science, and brave the terrors of God's Displeasure. He will theu be all 
alone with God, and with the awful judgment, which a Father's Anger and 
a Father's Love has appointed for him. There will he perish everlastingly 
-and will lie pcrishinf!, until that Father sees the work is done. In the 
cold and gloom of night he "l'fill lie, in the outer darkness, shut out from 
Home, and the place where God's brighter glory shiues, while the faithful 
ones are admitted "l'fithin, and the children look upon their Father's Face, 
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and rejoice in His Love,-or, to use the other figure, he will pass into that 
'Eternal Fire,' which is eYer burning to destroy all edl things in God's 
Kingdom. And there, too will he lie, till God sees that the work is done, 
the wood, and hay, and stubule consumed, the filth purged away, and the 
pure gold left, or sih·er, or precious stone, which, even in the heart of that 
sinful child, the Father's eye can see. 

I do not assert that this is what was meant by the writer of the Creed; 
for it bears the stamp, as I have said, of a harsh and intemperate age, when 
men were too ready to consign each other to endless perdition. But it is 
all that we can understand when we use the words, in accordance with what 
we feel to be the general teaching of the Bible, and the spirit of the Gos­
pel, and in accord;mce ulso with the .Article which tells us that we must 
'receive God's promises in such wise, as they be generally set forth to us in 
Holy Scriptures.' 

That we arc warranted, however, as Christians, in thus interpreting the 
damnatory clauses of the Athanasian Creed, we may learn from the practice 
even of the Church of Rome. For that Church receives the Creed, even as 
we do, and yet it believes in some remedial measures after death ; though 
it takes the judgment out of the hands of Him, who is the only true and 
righteous Judge, and assumes the power, beyond what is written, to lay 
down the laws of the world beyond the grave. 



SERMON ON THE EUCHARIST, 

Referred to in Note on 180. 

ST. Jo1rn n. 51. 

I am the Living Bread wkicli came down from IIeaven: if any man eat of 
this Bread, lte shall liu for ever: and tlte Bread that I will give is .lJJy 
Flesh, wldcli I will give.for tlte life of tlle world. 

WE shall ull remember those memorable words, which declare 
the secret of ~fan's life from the beginning, and will declare it to 
the end of time-yes, and throughout eternity. 'It is written, 
Man shall not lirn by bread alone, but by every word that pro­
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.' These things which we sec 
and handle, the bread and other outward things, with which the 
life of our bodies is sustained, have after all no power of support­
ing life, but what God gives them. It is Ilis Word alone that 
makes them v;·hat they are to us. By that Word alone, by that 
ever-working gracious Will of God our Hea,enly Father, do we 
find that this bread has po\\·er to nourish our bodies, and sustain 
our present life in being. How wretched, then, must be the blind­
ness and folly of those who seek the bread of this life even, the 
daily supplies of food and refreshment, which their bodies need 
and long for, yet forget Him, Who alone is the very Source and 
Giver of all these good things which they desire and cnjoy,-in 
Whom alone they ' live, and move, and have their being! ' 

11* 
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But then the bread of this life does but shadow forth to us the 
Bread of the Soul-the Living Bread, by which alone our spirits 
live-aml which the same good Word of G-od vouchsafes so freely 
and bountifully to us. As daily we need to sustain our bodies 
with the wholesome and pleasant food which God supplies to us, 
so surely do we need that our souls should feed upon the Living 
Breau, if their life is to be sustained. And that bread the Living 
Word shall give us, Who came to us as the utterance of His 
Heavenly Father's Gracious Will towards us. Rather He is Him­
self the Living Breau, and we must feed on IIim daily, and mingle 
by faith Ilis Body and Blood with our spiritual being, so that "·e 
may be truly one v.-ith Him, ':Members of Ilis Body, of IIis Flesh, 
and of His Bones.' As He says to us Himself in the text, 'I am 
the LiYing Bread whicl1 cnme down from Heaven: if any man eat 
of this Bread, he shall live for enr: and the Bread which I will 
gi,·e is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.' 

I desire this day, with the Blessing of Gou, to consider with 
you more closely these words of our Gracious Lord. It is of 
deepest importance that we should consider them, and clearly un­
derstand what they mean: because we remember how it follows, 
a few verses after the te:s:t, from the lips of Jesus Christ Ilimself, 
'Verily, verily, I say unto you, except .re eat the Flesh of the Son 
of JI.Ian, and drink His Blood, ye have no life in you.' Unless, 
therefore, we have, each of us, been' eating His Flesh,' and' drink­
ing His Blood,' we have here the Eternal Truth Himself testifying 
that 'we have no life in us.' 

And the subject is specially appropriate to this occasion, when 
we are gathered together to witness the admission of one here 
present into the Holy Or<lcr of Deacons, and to take part, all of 
us, I trust, in the solemn serYice of the day, with our Christian 
sympathy and prayers. It is true that, by the Order of the Church, 
a Deacon is not fully authorized to be a dispenser of God's Holy 
W oru and Sacraments, as a Priest is. He may baptise, in the ab­
sence of the Priest, and he may preach, with the Bishop's permis­
sion. But he may not minister, in the celebration of the Holy 
Communion, except as a helper to the Priest, whose office alone 
it is to consecrate the Bread ancl Wine, which are the signs to us 
in that Sncramcnt of the Body and Blood of our Lord. N eYerthe­
lcss, the Deacon, as well as the Priest, hath 'obtained 11art of the 
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Ministry' of Christ. Of him also-more especially if he- be ono 
who is to minister chiefly among the heathen-may it be said, in 
the words of St. Paul, that 'the Glorious Gospel of the Blessed 
God is committed to his trust.' It behoves him to consi<lcr well 
what a precious trust this is, which he has received of Goel, 011 

behalf of his follow-men; and in what way he is to explain, for 
them as well as for himself, such words as these, 'Except ye eat 
the Flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have no life 
in you.' It behoves him to ponder well what are the great truths 
of that 'Glorious Gospel,' which he is to be continually setting 
forth before the eyes of his flock, that so, in God's own Light, they 
may see Light, even 'the Light of the Kno,dedge of the Glory of 
Goel. in the Face of Jesus Christ.' 

For him, therefore, who is this day to be or<lained a Deacon 
in the Church of Christ, ancl for you, and. for me, my brethren, it 
may be ,Yell that we should together ponder for a while on these 
wor<ls of our Blessecl Lord. What then do these expressions mean 
in the text? What are we to understand by this 'eating the 
Flesh,' and 'drinking the Blood,' of the Son of Man? 

N" ow, in the first place, it is plain that our Lord is not here 
referring, expressly and exclusively, to the Holy Eucharist, which 
we call the 'Sacrament of Christ's Body and Bloo<l.' I say this is 
plain; because the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not yet 
instituted, and yet He seems to speak as if there were those, who 
were already 'eating His Flesh, 1 and 'drinking His Blood,' and 
who actually hnd thereby 'Eternal Life.' For He says, 'Whoso 
eateth my Flesh, an<l <lrinketh my Blood, bath Eternal Life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day.' At all events, if the spiritual 
Food, of which He is here speaking, were only to be obtained by 
partaking of the Iloly Sacrament, then those whom He was ad­
dressing, the Apostles whom He had chosen, the disciples whom 
He was teaching, inasmuch as they had not yet eaten the Flesh of 
the Son of ~fan in this way, nor drunk His Bloocl, would ha-ve had 
'no life in them.' Moreover the holy men of old, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, t-he Patriarchs, Psalmists, and Prophets, would ha-ve 
had 'no life in them'-would have died in their sins, and perished. 
Not to speak of the mass of human kind, who would all be lying 
under a sentence of death, notwithstanding the coming of the Son 
of God into the world, and the publishing of those 'good tidings 
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of great joy, which were to be to all people,'-our own children 
even, though baptized into the Name of their Redeemer, and 
walking, as we trust, in the fear of God and in the path of pious 
duty, but not yet of age to be confirmed, and so be admitted to the 
Holy Table, would have 'no life in them.' If they could not 'eat 
the Flesh,' and 'drink the Blood,' of Jesus Christ their Lord, in 
some other way than by partaking of the Holy Sacrament, all 
these would be lying now under the doom of death, having 'no 
life in them.' The words are so plain and strong: we cannot 
escape them. 'Except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His Blood, ye have no life in you.' 

It is certain, then, that we must seek some other meaning fo1 
them than this, that they are spoken expressly and exclusively ol 
the Holy Eucharist. I do not believe, indeed, that our Blesse(. 
Lord was speaking expressly of the Holy Eucharist at all in this 
passage. Yet, if we wish to find the true meaning of Eucharist 
made plain to us, we may find it here. For here our Blessed 
Lord condescends to teach us what that Holy Feast is meant to 
signify-how, while it is itself a Feast, a means of grace and spir­
itual strength to all who worthily recei,c it, it is a sign and 
pledge to us of that eating and drinkin~ of Christ's Body and 
Blood, by which alone our souls cnn live, and which is carried on 
within us by every act of true faith which ,rn exercise upon the 
Life arid Death of our Risen Lord, as really and truly, and in tlw 
very same kind of way, as when we meet together at His Com­
mand, and eat the Bread and drink the Wine' in remembrance 
of Him.' Beware then, brethren, of attaching a superstitions 
meaning to the Holy Sacrament, and fancying that our Lord is 
Present to us more really, when we eat and drink at his Holy 
Table, than He is when we are privileged to b[t-ve communion with 
Him at any other time, and in any other manner,-as if, by par­
taking of the consecrated Bread and Wine, we are made, in some 
mysterious way, more truly partakers of Christ's Body and I3lood, 
than we are by virtue of any other act of living faith, whether 
wrought in our secret chamber, or among the busy duties of daily 
life, or amidst the prayers and praises of the Great Congregation. 
It is the result of man's theorising, and not derived from God's 
'P..evelation, to attempt to make a distinction in kind between our 
_,ord's Presence in the Holy Eucharist, and that which He vouch-
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safes to us, when we kneel in our own retirement, or meet in our 
ordinary assemblies for the Common Worship of Prayer and 
Praise. 

As I do not feel, so would I not speak, lightly of the dignity 
of that Holy Feast, to which our Lord invites us-of the blessed­
ness of those who 'come to it, holy and clean, in the marriage gar­
ment required by God in Holy Scripture, and so partake fully in 
the rich benefits thereof-or of the great peril, either of the care­
less neglect, or of the unworthy recei\·ing, of the same. Just as 
we believe that there is a special benefit to be looked for, by rea­
son of our Lord's gracious promise, that He will specially be pres­
ent' where two or three are gathered together in Eis Name,' be­
yond that which is promised to private prayer, and yet we believe 
that in both cases He will be present with us in the same kind of 
way,-so must we hold that the highest and holiest Form of' 
Worship, in which we can 'eat the Flesh and drink the Blood of 
the Son of l\Ian, is when we partake together of the One Bread and 
the One Cup, as members of One Body in Him. Yet still, as I 
have said before, so say I now again in your hearing, the bread 
which we then break, the cup which we bless, in token of our 
Lord's broken Body and poured-out Blood, are visible signs to us 
of that Communion with Him, of that Communication to ns of Ilis 
Body and Blood, which is daily and hourly supporting our spirits' 
life. This Divine Food is, indeed, imparted to ns, at that moment, 
at the Holy Table, if we come with penitent believing hearts to 
seek it. The Sacrament is not only a sign and seal to us of God's 
grace, but .!'1n actual means of grace itself to all devout receivers. 
But the Food which is then supplied to us, the grace and strength 
which we then receive for our souls, is the same as that which we 
may trust to receive at all times, according to our need, when dili­
gently treading the path of Christian Duty, and looking upward 
by Faith unto our Lord. 

'I am the Living Bread ,,hich came down from Hea,en.' Yes, 
brethren ! our Blessed Lord is always Present with ns, as really 
and truly Present, and in the Yery same kind of way, when we 
bow our l1earts before Him in public or in private,-when we -
speak the word of Truth and Love, or act the deed of Faith, in His 
N amc, in t11e commonest walk of life, in the midst of our every­
day duties and charities,-as when on some High Festival we 
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gather round His Board, and keep the Feast at His command. 
This, indeed, is that Real Presence of our Lord, of which you have 
doubtless heard. We must not think of the Holy Sacrament as 
only a 'badge of our Christian Profession,' as only a sign and seal 
of God's Favour to us, as only a memorial-feast, in which we make 
mention of the great things which Christ hath done for us, and 
look for no special blessing as coupled with the faithful use, and no 
special harm to be dreaded from the neglect or abuse, of it. Wo 
c1rnnot venture, brethren, to neglect, without fear of consequences, 
any plain command of our gracious Lord, and more especia11y so, 
when it is one which the Apostles understood so well, that we 
know, in the Primitive Church, they habitually practised it, and 
far more frequently th:m we clo no,L By so doing, we cannot but 
be sorrowful losers of the rich gifts of Grace, ·which He bas in 
store for those who faithfully obey His Word. Even if we know 
not how He will ,ouchsafe to bless us, we may be sure of this, that 
if He has promised to be Present specially, 'where two or three 
are met together in His Name,' so most certainly will He be Pres­
ent, "·henever they are 'met together in His Name\ to do what 
He Himself has expressly comrn:rnded. If we understood no more 
about the matter, we might be sure of this, and be sure also that 
they who abuse the Sacred Rite which He has enjoined upon us­
who come to it with light, careless steps, and irreverent, impeni­
tent, unchastened hearts-shall incur the guilt of those who '<lo not 
discern the Lord's Body,',_who do not discern it, that is, as the word 
properly means, separate it, separate it from· all things that are 
unclean and unholy-who do not rightly value and esteem it-who 
<lo not appreciate it in its mighty depth of meaning, and prepare 
themselves for devout meditation upon the two great mysteries, 
summed up for us in the mention of His Body and His Blood, of 
which we are reminded in that Holy Sacrament. These two great 
mysteries should, indeed, be the Food of our daily life-should 
be pondered by us continually, and wrought into our very being by 
daily acts of faith and prayer. But on these High Days of the Oh urea 
they are specially presented to us, and set before us more distinctly 
and visibly, that so they may abide with us on other days. We 
'eat the Flesh and drink the Blood of the Son of Man,' when we 
approach, with humble faith, the Holy Eucharist, in order that so 
we may be able more vividly to realize His Presence at all times, 
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and (in His own gracious words) may 'eat Him,' and 'live by Him,' 
habitually and constantly. Just so the Lord's Day is set apart by 
us, Christians, as it was by the Church of Old, for Holy Worship. 
And thus we arc reminded that all days are to be the Lord's-that 
all are to be sanctified nnd set apart for Him-that the spirit of the 
Sunday must flow o,·er into the week days, and our whole life and 
our whole being be made one living sacrifice to Him who hath 
Joyed us. And the Sunday services not only remind us of this, but 
help us to accomplish it. 

But I have said that there are two great mysteries, "·hich are 
visibly set before us in the Holy Sacrament of our Lord's Body and 
Blood. The one is that which is represented by the Bread, which 
is the symbol of His Body, and tliat of His IIumanity. The other 
is that represented by the Wine, which is the symbol of His Blood, 
mul tliat of His Suffering, Humiliation, and Death. These two 
things arc together set before us in the Scriptures as the ground 
of our Christian hope; and one without the other is not sufficient 
for us. His Body and His Blood-Ilis Life and Ilis Death-His 
Coming into om nature to take part with the sons of men, to be 
our Brother-Man, ·with all the feelings of a true Man, full of love, 
and tender pity, and brotherly kindness to us all, full of righteous­
ness and truth and love befoi"e God, a perfect :Ofan, in whom the 
Father is well pleased, and with us in Him, as the second IIead 
of our race-and His Dying in om nature, His being 'obedient 
even unto death,' His yielding up His human life upon the Cross 
into His Father's hands, as the crowning act of that 'full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction,' which He offered 
as the Son of Man for the sins of the whole world. 

Thus, then, we have need to make memorial both of His Body 
and His Blood-of the Body which He took, of the Blood which 
He shed. We are to feed upon this Living Bread, which came 
down from Heaven, that, so feeding, we may 'have life,' that, so 
living, we may live 'for ever.' For this spiritual Bread, which we 
must eat, He tells ns must be 'His Flesh, which he will give for 
the life of the world.' Daily and hourly we should be thus feed­
ing on this Living Bread, as daily and hourly we should be drink­
ing of the Living Water, which His Love also supplies to us. 
And so, too, daily and hourly, we shall be dwelling in Him, and 
He in us. ' He that eateth my Flesh,' He says, ' and drinketh 
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my Blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him.' Our Blessed Lord 
does not mean that by eating once or twice only in our lives, 
or once a month, or once a ·week, this heavenly Food, when 
it is offered to us in the Holy Sacrament, we shall 'have eternal 
life.' He means that we should be eating it continually, that it 
may become, as it were, incorporated ,vith our whole spiritual 
frame by a true living faith, the Yery strength and sustenance of 
our spirit's life. Let this be the use we make of the Holy Eucharist, 
not to regard it, in the words of one of old, as a ' tremendous mys­
tery,' only to be approached by us with unutterable fear and 
trnmlJling, as something wholly different from the rest of our daily 
spiritual life, in the hope of then realizing, in some ineffa,ble extra­
ordinary way, the· Presence of our Lord, as we do not at other 
times. But let us come to it, as the appointed means for keeping 
us in mind of that far more a,,·ful, but withal cheering, hope-in­
spiring, life-giving Mystery, of the Real Presence with us of our 
Lord at all times, of our dependence upon Ilim, of our union with 
Him-as a means for helping and quickening us to ' work out our 
salvation daily with fear and trembling, because it is God '-our 
gracious God and Father, by His Spirit, which IIe hath ,ouchsafed 
to us, through the human life anc.1 death of His own dear Son-it 
is God Himself who 'worketh in us both to will and to do of His 
own good pleasure.' 

Were it not so-were the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our 
Lord only to be eaten in the Iloly Communion-I know not how 
the Church could presume to fix any limit to the numlJer of times 
a year, 'not less than three at the least,' at which the Communion 
in eYery parish should be celebrated. Surely we should, in that 
case, be bound to he perpetually communicating, Sunday after 
Sunday, day after day, rnther during every hour of waking life­
nt least, as often as we can tlo so, ,,ithont forsaking any plain pos­
iti,e duty. Thanks be to God, we may feed thus upon the Liv­
ing Bread-yea, we may feed upon the Body and Blood of Christ 
our Lorc.1.-on Sundays and on week days, from day to day, from 
hour to hour, even when we cannot press the Sacrament with our 
lips at all, if we are feeding in our hearts by faith upon Him. W.e 
shall not then presume to despise or neglect His Holy Table. We 
shall always be ready to draw near to it, when the call and oppor­
tunity are given to us. We shall always desire to haYe our faith 



SERMON ON THE ElJCHARIST. 257 

quickened, a~d our souls strengthened and refreshed with that 
spiritual Food, which is verily an<l incleed taken and received by 
all faithful souls in the Lorcl's Supper. 

Upon this point listen to the striking words of our own Church 
Prayer Book, in one of the Rubrics at the end of the Service for 
the Visitation of the Sick. 'If a man, either by reason of extrem­
ity of sickness, or for want of warning in due time to the Curate, 
or for lack of company to receive with him, or by any other just 
impecliment, do not receive the Sacrament of Christ's Body and 
Blood, the Curate shall instruct him that, if he do truly repent 
him of his sins, and steadfastly believe that Jesus Christ bath suf­
fered death upon the Cross for him, ancl shed His Blood for his 
redemption, earnestly remembering the benefits he bath thereby, 
and giving him thanks therefore, he cloth eat and drink the Body 
ancl Blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to his soul's health, 
although he do not receive the Sacrament with his mouth.' If it 
be said that these words suppose the case of one, who does desire 
in his heart to eut the lloly Supper of the Lord, and that the 
Church has only here provided for a case of extreme necessity, as­
suring her child that the desire of his heart will be heard and 
answered with the blessing of Him, 'Who seeth in secret, and will 
reward openly,' yet must there not be multitudes in whom tho 
same desire exists, as really and truly as in the heart of this sick 
man, and who, by necessity as strong as his, are kept from sharing 
outwardly in this Sacred Feast? :Missionaries, labouring among 
the heathen, where there is no ordained Minister-settlers in a 
colony like this, dwelling for from the public means of grace-the 
many who travel by land or by sea-those detained at home by 
weakness, or the care of children, or any other 'just impediment,' 
though they may liYe under the care of a pastor, and within reach 
of the sound of the church-going bell-those even who have a 
Minister, and diligently attend the House of Prayer, yet are rarely 
invited to the Holy Table, perhaps through the indifference and 
negligence of their spiritual guide, perhaps through his inability 
to summon them, from not having received authority in the Church 
to do so-shall it not be said of many of these, that the desire of 
their hearts is towarcls the remembrance of their Lord's command, 
and towards the Feast which He has made for them? And sure­
ly He, that has quickened their hearts, and kindled these desires 
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within them, '"·ill hearken thereto;' and they, too, like the sick 
man, shall ' eat and <lrink profitably to their souls' health, the 
Body and Blood of their Saviour Christ, although they do not re­
ceive the Sacrament with their mouth.' 

We may not then neglect this Holy Feast, which our Lord hath 
commanded to be observed. No true Christian will do so. We 
shall most thankfully embrace each opportunity, which the order 
of the Church allows, for 'breaking bread' together in the Name 
of our Lord, and partaking of this Holy Communion, which will 
not only be a source of life and strength to each faithful individual 
soul, but will be so specially, because it witnesses of Grace, and 
Love, and Blessing, for all-because it testifies that we all, who 
are baptized, are members of one Body in Ilim. The Holy Sup­
per is one of the Sacraments, ·which, as the Church teaches us, is 
'generally necessary for salrntion.' But, when deprived by the 
Providence of God of this privilege, or when hindered by any 'just 
impediment '-such as we can plead before Him who seeth in se­
cret, and who can be deceived by no juggle of the conscience,­
we can, under such circumstances, eat the Sacred Body and drink 
the Precious Blood of Christ our Lord, by devout meditation and 
prayer, by acts of repentance, faith, and thanksgiving, at home, in 
our retirement, without the use of Bread and Wine, with no Table 
upon which to spread the Elements, with no :Minister at hand to 
bless them. And we can derive our needful supply of spiritual 
life thereby, and 'dwell in Christ our Lord, and He in us.' We 
can do this just as really and truly, as we can worship at all in 
private, whenever we are hindered by any just impediment from 
joining in the prayers and praises of the Church-just as really 
and truly, as -we can then go into our closet, and shut the door, 
and bend the knee to our Father in Heaven, and be sure of having 
fresh gifts of spiritual life supplied to us; and this -we know can 
only come (as our Lord tells us in the text) by 'eating His Flesh 
and drinking His Blood,' which we therefore do effectually in all 
such moments of devotion and prayer. 

0 ! thanks be to God, our Living Lord is present everywhere 
to the believing, penitent, and prayerful soul. And we can see 
Him with the eyes of faith, and touch Rim with our hands, and 
feed upon His Divine Humanity, His Life and Death, His Body 
and Blood, as that which God has given to be the Bread of our 
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Souls, the means of quickening, revh'ing, and strengthening us,­
though we may be far away from our fellow-Christians, far from 
the goodly Houses of Prayer and Common Worship, far from the 
reach of Christ's appointed hlinisters-living, it may be, among .a 
barbarous people, and amidst the wild tribes of heathenism. 

And should this be the lot of any one of us, let us remember, 
further, ,vhat is written in the text, from the Blessed Lips of the 
Son of Man: 'The Bread, which I will give, is My Flesh, which I 
will give for the life of the World.' For the life of tlte Wo1'ld, He 
says-not for the life of believers only-of those ,vho already 
know something of the Truth, ,,ho are permitted to rejoice in 
some measure even now in the bright rays of the Snn of Right­
eousness, who are privileged, beyond others of the great human 
family, to look with glad eyes and hearts upon the Light of Life. 
But 'I will girn my Flesh,' He says, 'for the life of the TVorld'­
of the whole human race. I will gi,e it that all the World may 
have life-that the curse of death may be taken off the whole race 
together, and the free gift of life be imparted to all. Yes! in the 
secret counsels of .Almighty Wisdom, Uc hacl given it already­
His Flesh-for the life of the world. He was 'the Lamb slain,' in 
the purpose of God, 'from before the foundation of the world.' 
And through Him has life been given to us. That life, ". hich the 
first .A.dam's sin hncl forfeited, has been restored to us in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Even as it is written, 'As by the o:tl:'ence of the one 
man judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so by the 
righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men unto justifi­
cation of life.' And ngain, 'God was in Christ reconciling the 
·world unto Himself, not imputing our trespasses unto ns.' 

Mark then, my brother, now about to be admitted to the Holy 
Functions of the Ministry, you will be an Ambnssador for Christ 
to the Heathen to tell them these things-to tell them plainly that 
all men, the whole human race, are receiving e.en now the bless­
ings of life, of life for the body, and of life, spiritual life, for the 
soul, from Him, Who is the Life and Light of all men-the 'True 
Light,' as St. John says, 'Who lighteneth eyery man that cometh 
into the world.' You arc to tell them that all men are sharing 
even now in the blessings of the Great Redemption-are made 
partakers of Christ's Humanity, of His Life and of His Death-are 
deriving life and strength from Him, Who 'gave His Flesh for the 
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life of the World'-' Who (says St. Paul) gave Himself a ransom for 
.All, to be testified in due time'-' Who (says St. John) is the Pro­
pitiation, not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole 
W oriel.' You are to bear in mind that the Sacraments of the 
Christian Church are not meant to be exclusive, negative, con­
demning, in their character; but they are meant to be standing 
Witnesses of God's Love to all the W oriel. Just as we do not sup­
pose that, because we keep the Sunday as the Lord's Day, there­
fore the six other days are not the Lord's, but may be given to the 
World, the Flesh, and the Devil ;-just as we belie.e that the Sun­
day being kept by us as the Lord's Day, from week to week, is a 
standing Witness that all days of the week arc His, and a means 
of helping us to consecrate our whole li;-es to Him ;-so, too, the 
Church itself is set up, not to cut off and to condemn the whole 
world besides, as having no part in Christ, no share in the Bless­
ings of IIis Coming, but as a Witness that all men are Christ's, 
that the whole human race belongs to Him, Who has recleenu~d 
them, Who has bought them back for Himself, Who lived, and died, 
and rose again, for all. It is set up as a Light in the World,-as 
a City shining bright upon a hill, that cannot be hid-not in order 
to throw the gloom of darkness over all the world besides, but in 
order to witness of the Love, which is even now brooding over 
all: as it did at first, when the earth was without form and void, 
and the Spirit of God, informing, life-giving, was moving o,er the 

4face of the waters. Our baptism is the ratification to each one of 
us individually of those Gracious Promises, which were made to 
Ilim, who is the Great Head of our Race, as the Representative 
of us all. And while it admits ns, so to speak, into God's inner 
Family of Sons and Daughters, and gi;-es us a claim, beyond the 
rest of our fellow-men, to look up cheerfully to Heaven, and call 
the Great God our Father; it is a Witness also, that He, w.ho 
came down from Heaven to be the Son of Man, by His Body and 
His Blood, 'hath redeemed us, Christians, and all mankind.' 

And so too the Holy Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood is 
a standing Witness to us, with its 'outward visible sign,' appoint­
ed by our Blessed Lord Himself, Who knew what was in man, 
and how we should need this constantly-recurring Feast, these 
outward symbols, to bring vividly before us Eternal Realities-it 
is a Witness, I say, of the Great Fact that by Him alone we live-
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by Him, Whom Gou Almighty, of IIis tender Lo,e towards man­
kind, hath sent to take upon Him our Flesh, and to give that Flesh 
for the life of the World-by Him, Who is the Word of God, in 
Whom is Life, and that Life the Light of men. It is a Witness 
that, if any man, whether Christian or Heathen, have any one 
spark of spiritual life within him, have any one good thought, or 
mo,ement, or desire, upon which he strives to act in his daily 
duties, it must be because he has been fed, in his measure, in some 
real and life-giving way, with the Living Bread, although, per­
haps, he knew it not-because he has been drawing light and life, 
howe,er unconsciously, from the Living Word, made Flesh for 
man-because to him also has flowed some divine virtue from our 
Blessed Lord's Ilumanity--because it has been granted to him to 
'eat the Flesh,' and 'drink the Blood' of the Son of Man, although, 
perhaps, not yet re,ealed to him-because he has had that spark 
of inward life supplied to him, by virtue of his relation, as a mem­
ber of the Great Human Family, to its One Living Head, to the 
Lord and Elder Brother of us all. 
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