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SER-MON, &c. 
2 Coll. v. -7· 

--WB WJlLX Br F..frrB, NO'l' .,... SlGllf'. 

MUCH is (aid concerning faith in the hot, 
fcriptures, efj>ecially in the new teftament 1 
ancf great firefs is laid upon it, efpeciallf by 

the author of the epifi:le to the Hebrews. This, I 
apprehend, is not very difficult to be accounted for. 
Ever fince the fall ot man, we have been entirely 
dependent on the 1nercy of God, through a mediator. 
We all lie at his difcretion, and are beholden to his 
.~ere fovereign grace for all the happinr.fs we enjoy. 
We have nothing on which we can rely for the pof­
feffion or continuance of any good, but the word and 
will of God. The only life, therefore, proper for a 
fallen creature, in our world, is a life of faith; to be 
conftantly fenfible of our dependence upon God, con­
tinually going to him, and receiving all from him, for 
the life that now is, or that which is to come. 

Believers, and they only, are brought to be of a 
fpirit fuitable to fuch a kind of life. The hearts of all 
others are too full of pride and felf-fufticiency ; but 
thefe are contented to be penfioners on the bounty of 
another, can willingly commit their all into Chrift's 
hands, and venture their prefent and everlafi:ing con­
cerns upon his .. word. 'Fb, jujl jha/J /iv, l,y faith.• 

Se!f-rt111'nci11tio11 and co,ifidence in another, are ideas 
which feem ever to accompany that of faith. 'J'he 
apoftle fpeaks of being jujlijitd by faith, t that is, not 
by o~r own righteoufnefs,, but by the righteoufnefs of 

A z - another-
• Hab. ii.+ t Rom.v. 1. 
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anot~ ""1•r by &ith. • tlaat is, . not "1 aar own 
eam1ngs, fo to f peal ; biit by the generality of another 
--of jl1111di11g by faith,+· that is, not upon our own 
legs, as 'we fllould fay, but upon tbofe of another-and 
here, of tUJa/li•g by faith, which is as much as if he 
had -'aid, • we walk not truftinJ our own eyes, but the 
eyes of another. We are blind, and cannot guide 
ourfelves, we muft therefore rely upon God for direaion 
and inftruaion.' This, my brethren, is. the life we 
muft live while in this world, and this the manner in 
which we muft walk in our progrefs towards the 
lleaYenly ftate. Great is the wifdam and goodnefs of 
God in fo ordering it ; great glory hereby redounds to 
him, and great good accru~ to us. •• 

All I fhall attempt will be, to ,~w- t!N N.AnJitZ, """ 
J.,rw th, IMPORT .1NC1l of th, ~briflid, u.a ,,., fait/,;,, 
Both thefe fean neceftary; the one that we may form 
juft ideas of what we have to do, and the other that we 
may feel our hearts excite'd to do it. O, may the fame 
•• 11.1 T who indited the facred pa1rage, breathe upon 
us, that thefe ends may be accomplifhcd ! .. 

. Let us then, in the .fir/I place, enquire what is 
i,,tn,a~ by the facred writer, when he fays, " we walk 
by faith, not by fight." Faith and fi2ht, it is eafy to 
fee, ftand here oppofed, as indeed tliey do in manJ 
other .parts of fcnpture .. efpecially in that remarkable 
definition of faith., wherein the apoftle to the Hebrews 
calls it tht ~iJa,ce of things 1IDt fins;§ but what li11d 
of fiiht it is oppofed to.. may defervc our attentive 
enquiry. 

And here .. before I proceed any farther., in order to 
make the way clear, I will take notice of a too generally 
received notion of the fubjea, a notion wl\i~ appears 
to me equally un(criptural and pernicious : what I refer 
to is,· that faith is to be confidered as oppofed to 
,rrR1TuAL fight, or flirit""I difCff'111111'11t. Indeed, I 
never heard of any pcrfon who faid fo in exprefs words. 
either in preaching, writing, or converfation ; but 

exprefiions 
• Gal. il. 2,0. t R.om. xl. 2.0. § Heb. xi. 1. 
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e~ffions are often u(ed which conny \he &me idea. 
When thl.! terms f liilb and /aft are ufed, 'tis co:nmon 
with many .to underftand by the latter./nji/,k cau11uio• 
vifh God. so· it is common to hear a life of faith 
oppofed to a life of frames and ftcli•gs. Thofe tin1es 
in which we- have the moft f piritual t/ift,,.,,,.,,, of God's 
glory, flnfth/1 communion with him, and ftel our love 
moft ardently drawn out to him, are thought to have 
the leaft of the exercife of faith. It is common to fay 
• there is DO need of faith then, at thofe times we 
live by fmfl; but that when all our graces feem dead. 
aDd we can fee no evidence whatever from whence to 
draw the favourable couclufion, then is the time to 
walk by faith.' The meaning is, then is the time· to 
believe all is well, and fo reft eafy, whether we have 
evidence that it is fo or not. 

Thus we have often heard feveral p:dfages of fcripture 
applied, or rather miferably mifapplied; for infl:aoce. 
that in the laft chapter of Habakkuk, .Altho11gb 1J,e fig­
lrte jha/J not /,/ojfom, wi_tblr JJ,"'1 fruit /Je i,, tbe 'Uints, th1 
la/Jo•r of the o/i-ve jJ,al/ fail, 1111d the foll/ jball yield 110 tntat • 

the Jlocl foal/ k cld off fro• I« fold, 1111tl there l,e 110 hertl 
i11 the jialls : yet will f rejoice i11 the Lard, I wi/1 joy i11 

the God of 1tl.J Jalvlllirm. As if by the fig-tree not hlof­
foming, &c. was meant the chriftian's graces not being in 
exercife, and that then was the time to walk by fiith, 
to rejoice in the God of our falvation ! That patfage 
alfo concerning .Al,,.abam, who againft hope, heliRJed is 
hope,• has been underfi:ood, as if to be ftrong in faith., 
giving glory to God, like Abraham, was to maintain 
an unfhaken perfuafion of the goodnefs of our ftate_. 
whether we have evidence or no evidence. • 

So alfo that paffage in the fiftieth of Ifaiah, has been 
frequently brought tor this purpofe-Who is among yo11 
thaJ ftareth tbe L~rti, that aheyeth the voice of bis /ervant, 
that walluth i11 darlnefi, and bath no light; let him trujf 
in the name of the Lord, and flay upo• his God. As 
though a ftate of darknefs there, meant a fi:ate of mind 

A 3 wb~rcio 
• Rom. iv. is. 
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wherein a per(on coald Jiftm, no evidence wlaate,er or 
his being a good man, and as tlaough f 11ch were there 
encouraged to make tben.:iYeS eafy, leaYe the matter 
with God, not doabtinJi~h:,.goodnefs of their ftate.­
Our Lord's rebuke to has been anclerftood in 
the fame manner ; Bttafa thou /Jaji , .a•• 1111 tho11 ba.! 
1,,/n:ued; !Jlffetl .,., tb,y tbal l,,u, PIO'I' I.KEN, ad :Jlt 
l,m,e l,Jiw~J; • as if a bleffing fhould reft upon them. 
who, deftitute of all difcemable evidence of their 
chrillianity, neverthelefs believe it with an unfhaken 
confidence. If this is to waJk by faith, then faith muff: 
ftand oppofed to J,iritul fight, or j}iritwJ difi1r111111111. 

I doubt not but there is fuch a thing as to live upon 
fr111111s, which ought to l,e guarded apinff. H I 
imagine, for infi:ance, that God ch~ges as I change., 
that he admires me one time and not another, or that 
his great love, from whence all my hope of falvation 
fprings, rifes and falls according to the ftate of my 
mind. This is doubtlefs to difhonoar God, as it ftrikes 
at the fovereignty and immutability of his love. So if 
I derive my chief confolations from refleaing upon 
what I am, inftead of refleaing upon what Chrijl ;,. 
this is to dithonour Chrift, .. and may very properly 
ftand oppofed to living by faith. But this is not the 
c?.mmon idea of living upon frames .. It has been ufual 
with many, to account· that man to liYe upon frames, 
who, when he is ftupid, and dark, and carnal, cannot 

• be confident about the fafety of his ftate; and him to 
live by faith who can maintain his confidence in the worft 
of frames. Allow me, brethren, to offer three or four 
plain reafons againft this notion of the fubjeB:. And 

1. Faith is the ·only means of fpiritu~l difcemment, 
and communion with God, and there-fore cannot be 
oppofed to them. Our heft frames are thofe in which 
faith is moft in exercife, and our worft when it is the 
leaft. Faith is the eye of the mind. It is that by 
which -we realize- invifible and fpiritual objecl:s, and fo 
have fellowfhip with God., Yes, it is by this grace that 

we 
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we N'1JJ ,A, P,Y of th1 LwJ, and are changed into the 
(ame image. i-om glory ·to ,Jory, lly the .fl,irit ef 1/,, 
Lor~.• . 

2. If faith is oppo(ed to fpiritual ditcernment and 
com11ttJnion ·with God, then it muft ..,., ~; it muft 
never aa in conjunaion with any of thole vaces wherein 
we .f•I our hearts go out to God, for this woaltl be to 
confound faith and fenfe t~ther. But this is con~ 
to fa&. When we have ·meft faith in exm:ife, we have 
moll: love, moft hope, moft joy, and fo of all the graces· 
-all fweetly a& in harmony together. Thus the 
fcriptures reprefent it, as ever ~companiecl by other 
pees, efpeciaDy by love, purity• aed lowlinefs of 
llcart. It is exprefsly (aid to tti:orl ", ~,t and it 
fhould Jcem never works without it. It is a1fo (aid to 
:J.,.ify tlN h~art-t The ex-ercife of faith, therefore, and 
the exercife of holinefs, can never be feparated. Equally 
true is it, that it is ever attendetl with ww/i111fs of INart. 
There are two inftances of faith recorded, which our 
Lord particularly commended, laying-he had not feen 
fuch great faith., no not in Ifrael : the one was the cafe 
ef the woman of Canaan, and the other of the Roman 
centurion ; and both thefe were atttended with great 
humility. The one ·was contented to be treated as a 

_ dog, aud the other thouiht himfelf unworthy that Chrifl: 
1hould come under his roof.§ A co~fidence unac­
companied with thefe, if it may be called faith at all. 
feems nearly to refemble what the apoftle Jame.s called 
faith withold ~orlu, which he pronounced to be "'"/6 

•i1NG .4LONi.11 

3. If faith is to be underftood in this fenfe, then it 
not only works withc"t, but co•trary to other graces.­
The fcriptures encourage a fpirit of felf-examination 
and godly jealoufy. Thefe are modeft and upriJht 
graces, and conftitute much of the beauty of chri1haruty. 
Exami•e yo11,rjil'1Jes whether ye /Je in the faith, fay the 
inf pired writers; try your (lq,)Jnft/~es !-Let us ftar left a 
promife heing lift w of enttring into rejl, any of as foou/J 

flea 
• a Cor. ill. 18. t Gal. v. 6. t A~fs xv. 9. § Matt. xv. i7, ~s. 

~iii. 8. ll Jam. ii. 17. 
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JI,• to cowu /1,ort of it .-Ln ,u jafi 1/,1 ti,u of ,.,. 
j/Jj,.,.,,;,,_f b11·e ;,, ftar. • Bot ahnys to be confident of 
the f:tfety of our ftate_. let the work of fandification 
go on as it may_. is not only unfriendly to fuch ~ fpirit_. 
but f ubverfive of it. Hence 'tis common with fo.me to 
call every_ degree of godly jealouf y by the name of 
.,,l,,Ji,f, and to impute it to tlH ene111y, yea to fuun_ it. 
and cry out againft it as if it were itfelf a devil. This is 
not the moft favourable fymptom of an honefi: heart. 
Surely an heart truly upright would not wi1h to receive 
comfort itfelf but upon folid evidence; and where it 
was learned to call f uch a fear by the name of 1111helief 
I know not; 1 think I may fay_. it never came from the 
word of God. If the veracity of God were called in 
queftion, no doubt it would be un~lief-; but the 
queftion at thofe times with a fincere mind_. is not 
whether God will prove faithful in faring thofe that 
truft in him; but whether he be indeed the fubjca of 
that truft. His doubts do· not ref pea God_. but him­
felf. Love and fear are the two great f prings and 
guardians of right a8:ion. When love is in exercife we 
do not ftand in need of fear to ftimulate or guide us ; 
but when we are not conftrained by the former., it is 
well for us to be reftrained by the latter. • 

, 

4, and laftly. Faith, in that cafe., muft be •nfapportttl 
l,y RJide11ce.--C.od's word affords us 110 warrant to 
conclude ourfelves interefted in his promifes, and fo in 
a ftate of fafety .. unlefs we bear the charaaers to which 
the promifes are made. We have no right_. fqr inil:ance., 
to apply to ourfelves that promife, Fear thou not, far I 
11111 cwith thee: he not dif mayeti, far I am thy God: I cwill 
jlrt11gthen thee, yea I v.·i/J help thee, yea 1 will 11phold thee 
q»ith the right band of my righteoujneji,t unlefs we bear 
the charaaer of the party there addre1fed. This is 
e.xpretfed in the foregoing verfe, But thou Ifrael art 
Mr SE."RY .ANT, &c. It~ from the real defire of our 
hearts, we yield not .ourfelves fervants to God, no 
impreffion of this paffagc upon our minds can warrant 
us to conclude that God is indeed our God, or that we 

1hall 
• 2r Cor. xiii. S· Heb. iv. 1. 1 Pet. i. 17. f Ha. xii. 10. 
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Jhall be ftr~n..--ned. helped. or u~ by him. So 
alM> no man nas aoy right to conclude himwlf interefted 
in tlaat promik, I jll-W J.,wJ tba cwill, a l'V1r/4i• 
&,,,1, UJn',fort with lo-vi11g ii11J,ufs bav, I drarw11 tht,. 
unlefs he be fo dr,w• from the love of fin, felf, and 
the world. as. to love God better than any of them all. 
But if we are to bold fall the confidence of our fafety • 
whatever be the condition of our mind, or the evils in 
our condua. then we are in that inftance to believe 
without e?idence. If the work of fanaification be 
the only fcriptural evidence of our intereft in Chrift. 
then in proportion to that work increafing or declining. 
our eTidence muft be ftrong or weak. When we 
degene~te into carnality and indifference, it mufi: of 
courfe diminifh. To fav then that thofc arc the times 
in whlc!i we exe-rcue m~ft faith, is tbe (a1ne as to fay 
we excrcife moft faith when we have leaft evidence I 
and confequendy it muft be a kind of faith, if it be 
faith at aD, that is unfupported by evicleuce. • • 

There 

• All tn1e faith muft bve T • v Ta f'or ita Soundatioa. Thac 
faith to which the icripturc:s promife falvation~ is founded upon 
evidence, and that evi.dtoce ii THE T.&1T1110NY or GoD. Hcac:e 
it is, with gre:.t propriety, by the apotrle defined the belief of th. 
truth. 2, The(. ii. 13. This d~5nition includes more th.n many 
ft: m to appr~. To l.elitve tl~e: truth in r~ality, is cordially to 
credit the &CCOUDt that God bas given of hiffiklf, cf us, of fin, of 
Cbritl, earth, hc:aven. "c. \Vhoc"Ver thus realizes divine tnuh, 
muft, of nccdlity~- f~d its influ:nce. The fame apoftlc tells ua 
that tbofe who receive. the wc..rd tu it ii, find it tffe8u.l_l.1 to work 
in them. 1 The(. ii. 13. Hence we ai-e faid to be fan:1ijud tbrauzl, 
tt-i• tru;b, to know tht ,ruth, and~ made free by it. Jahn xvit. 17. 
viii. 32. I canDOt btlieve God to be that anuable, lovely hting 
,v;1ich his word reprefc:nt:i him tc be, witho\lt loving him. I c311-
11c:: believe myfelf to be that vile and 'V'-Orthlefs be:ng that God 
reprt:f .. n.t:. me to be, -.vicho11t abhorring myfclf in dull and at'hes. 
If I really credit what God hath faid of the exceeding finfulnefa c,f 
~n, it is impoffibh: but that I Qlould hate it, and 'perceive its 
dreadful demerit, and plaio1y fee myftlf rightt:oufly condemned for 
bdng a f uhjeB: of it. If I r~ally belitve the record that God h;.th 
given of fiii Son, that is the fame_ thing as to think of his excellen .. 
eics in a meafure as God thinks of tht:m, and in that caf e I cannot 
but embrace him with all my heart, and venture my evulafting all 
Ypoo his atonement. If from my heart I bdieve _what God hath 
1aid of the vanity of the prtfent world, and the fubilantial blifa Qf 
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There are but two cares that I recollea in the wbot. 
(yftem of true chriftian e.xped191ce, which G, mucb u 
teem to l'U!lllble this notion., and thele .are, in &a. 

eJrentially 
that to come---If' I realize the emptinc(s of aD the enjoyments of 
the fcwu.er, and the etmlal weight of glory pertaining to the latter, 
J di.al ~arily labour, not for the meat that pcrMhctb, but b 
lhat which cndurtth unto nerlafting life. • 

If this be a juft notion of faith, then it will Callow, 1. D•t 11D 
•wo,,.,med t11e11 are truly, and ;,, tb, "'°ft literal""" proptr f nif- of th. 
'lllflf''!, 11N•ELuYaa1. Whatner they may petcnd, they do DOI 
tealize what God has revealed of his own or their cbaraacr, of the 
nature of fin and its dreadful demerit, of tiM_ .. accBence of Chrift, 
or the vanity of this world, and the folid bliCI of the next. Nor 
can this their unbelief be remcr,cd _but by their becm:ning entire 
Dew creatures by a work of the almighty Spirit of God.---:1. TIN,1 
II mer, told ".ffe11t to thi,.11, co111,no111J tailed 1,,J;,.,,;,,g tb, tloarinn of_ th1 
(ofid, """"-,•nitd 'fllith lov, to tb,-, or II dt/nulm,, o• Chrfjl for 
/.Jvtlti,,,,, is •"1 f, fi·r.• lniaf tru, /twi111 ~I,. Let but the 
do&ines of the go{pef be re.Ji, and &.rm, • • e-Yed 111 God ""11, 
r.-u,al,d thm1 and u Ix-fore (aid, it will be lmpo8\ble bat that we 
dlould feel a determination to venture upon Cbri1\ alone for Calva­
tion, with all the proper eff'clls of living faith. But pcnon1 may 
pr?f,ji to believe tho(e do&-ines when they do not, or mat beline 
them t•rtilll!J, but not as Godhath revealed them. Yea, a pfflOII 
may think thefe his profctnoos to be true, and thefe his notions to be 
juft, and yet be an infidel at heart. The Jews profeffcd to believe 
Mofes, and no doubt verily thought they did, but our Lord told 
them, Had:,, be!it"Ved Mofas, ;-e wo11/d ba-oe btlil'Vttl mt, for be 'l1Jrot1 
of.,,,,. John v. 46. We are under a neceffity, therefore, of con­
cluding, that where thde dfe..:ls are not produced, the faith of fucb 
pt:rfons is in a great d<.:gree prttendttl, - and not real ; and in thac 
degree in which it is real it is v,:ry juperficii1l, it reaches only to the 
fhell of rmth at farthdl. The effence and glory of the gof pel is by 
them neither difcerned nor believcd.---3• 'That all that co,r.fidtnc, 
'Which is unfupp~rtcd by tvidenct, ri,Q• .held f,41 by fa 111a11y, is not faith, 
lut prefumpti,n, or delujion. If faith is the belief of the truth, then 
whatever I btlie\'e ought to be a truth, and a truth fupported by 
evidence, prior to, and independtnt of, my believing it. This is 
certainly the· cafe nfpecling the excellency and all-fufficicncy of 
Chrift. He is what he is, whether I beli~vc:: i~ or not. However I 
may difallow of him, he is chofen of God and precious. Whatever 
real excdlencc I at any time difcem or believe to ~ in him, I only 
believe the tnJth, and what would have hem the truth if I bad never 
believed it. Faith, thc::refore, draws afide the vail, and difcoven 
things in fome meaf ure as they "''· - So, if that perf uafion that I 
may have of my intereft in Chrift have any right to the name of faith, 
It muft• be a truth, and a trUth capable of being proved by fcripture 
avi-.:cncc at the time, 
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e&ntially diferent from it. o., is that of tlH •ft 
nai111111 cbri_litllU l,,ui•K • g1111r.J. 111111 ..0-,,-•1111"6tl 
Jwf""fo• of their i•tert/1 i• Cbrijl • 6'Ua Ill fi,cb tiae1 
'Whwti• they "'117 •ot 1z,m111c1 tbofa rr,iUIII llllli /n,Jil,11 
tzwcifts of K""'' whicli 1"9 Jo Ill othw tillUs. But 
then. it is to be obferved, grace hath more· ways than 
one of being in exercife: the grace of love, for inftance; 
-fome times it is exercifed in the moft tender and 
aJFeaionate feelings of the heart towards Chrift, longing 
to be with, and to enjoy him in the world to come ; at 
other times it works in a way of cheerful ferving him. 
and promoting his intereft in the prefent world. This 
latter may not fo fenfibly ftrike the perfon himfelf as 
being an exercife of love, but perhaps it may ftrike 
other people with f uperier evidence. 

The induftrious peafanf fitting in his evening chair. 
fees his children gatherinJ round him. and courting his 
aJfcaions by an hundred little winning ways. He looks. 
and fmiles, and loves. The next day he returns to his 
labour, and cheerfully bean the burden of the day in 
order to provide for thefe his little ones, and promote 
their intereft.-During his da,..•s labour he may not feel 
his love operate in fuch fenfible emotions as he did the 
evening before. Nay. he may be fo attentive to other 
things, as not immediately to have them in his thoughts. 
What then ? he loves his children-indeed he gives 
proof of it, by cheerfully enduring the toils of labour• 
and willingly denying himfelf of many a comfort that 
they miJht fuare their part ; and were he to hear of 
theu- being injured or affliaed, he would quickly feel 
the returns of glowing affection in as ftrong, and 
perhaps ftronger emotions than ever. 

Thus the believer may have real love to God in 
exercife, exciting him to a cheerful and habitual dif­
charge of duty, and a careful watch ~gainft evil, and 
yet fe~l little or none of that defirable tendernefs of 
heart which he at other times experiences. He has 
grace in excrcife, only it docs not work in the fame way 
as it does at f omc other times ; and he in general enjoys 

a 
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a confciolis (atisfaftion rhat the more he lnows of God~ 
his holy law, and glotiou;, gofpel, the more be loYes 
them. During this he may ha,e an abiding fatisfaffion 
that things are right with him. But thi$ is a Ter'/ 
diterent thing from a peri>n at all eftllts maintaining 
the fafety of his ftate, yea and reckoning himfelf in to 
doing to be ftrong in faith, giving glory to God, while 
carnality goyerns his fpirit, and folly clebafes bis con. 
ftl'fation ! 

The othw • cafe is, when, on a failure of erideace 
From a reflexion on /aft experiences, the believer has 
recourfe to an i11111Udia11 applicmio,, to \be Lord J ef us 
Chrift, cafting himfelf diretlly on his mercy, and re­
lying on his word, feeing he hath wd Hi• tbllt cOll#lb 
••o •e I•rwill i• u wift clljl ollt.• This cafe, no doubt, 
often occms. The belaer, t1:a':1t tae prevalence 
of carnality, with• i,me other es, too often finds 
bis e.idences fvr glory fo ob{cured, that paft experieaces 
will d'cml but Cmall confolation. At lucb a time, bis 
mind ia eitlaer eafy, and carnally ddpofed-in that cai: 
a few painful fears will db 1am no harm ; or eli! 
his heart ts deprefi"ed with perple:nty &Dd gloom-in 
that cafe nothing is better than· immediately to go to 
Chrift as a poor inner for falvation. This is the 
Qiortei:, and 'ris commonly the fureft way. It is not 
heft in fuch a &ate of mind, to ftand dif puting whether 
we have believed or no : be that as it may, the door of 
mercy is ftill open .. and the redeemer ftill fays, J,;,,, 
tb/11 c111#th to 1IU I wilJ is u wifa cajl 0111. It is heft, 
therefore, to make a fre1h venture of our k>Uls upon 
him, that if we h;m: never before trufted in him, we 
may now. . 

This is no more than he has a warrant at any time 
to do, let things be ,s they may with him. For though 
internal qualifications are nece1fary to our concluding 
ourfelves uuertjlui i11 Chrift, yet it is, not fo in refpect 
of a,,licatio• 111 him. The perplexed foul need not fray 
to enquire whether he be fit to come to Chrift before 
he ventures. It is not required that he Jhould prove 

his 
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lu ldadup- ewe be ippli~ ior mere,. thoao it is ere 
M .. -hi-us iutac& ia p(pel l,lelinp. . ~ that. is 
ae ce4iq here is, daat he be fm6hle of hit beiag a Yile 
a.t Jc,ft Inner. and ,_, is not te be con&dered as a 
pc&fn1ti.J•1 ,i-oiaK· J,;., • rifM If cw, bat as a ftate of 
mind s1f ;W ,. , • .a il/Jf -f' aaia1- , 

Man,: a cbriftian has found tweet reft to his foul by 
rach a ace ~tion to Cbrtft ; .and farely it would 
be much better for chriftians wllo go almoft all thfll' 
life in ~ perple.nty left they 8loald be miftaken 
at laft. if. inftead of petpetilally poring oo paft ex­
periences, they were to praaice more in this way. This 
would' funillh them with prefent eridcnce. which is 
much the heft. and what God beft apprcwes, for he 
IORS to have us continue to exen:ife our graces,, and 
not barel7 1 emeaiher that we have aercifcd them fome 
ti~ or other heretofore. This in bne '->rt, may be 
called a walking by _faith, and not -by fight, and in this 
care faith may in fame fenfe be oppofed to f.piritual 
'cht. 'Tis c,JJP- d to that difcernment which we 
~•imes haft m being true chriftiaos from a review 
of paft experiences. But then this, let it be remembered, 
is eftl' attended with prtfau /jiritwJ tlift~,11111~111 of 
~~s eJrCellenc«:, and a _longin~ defire after intereft: 
·an him, and herein efientially cllifers from what we 
have been oppofing. Confidence in the one cafe is 
aodaiag elfe bat carnal fecurity, tending to make men 
eaf y without God ; confidence in the other is an adual 
venture of the foul afrefh en the Lord J ef us. encouraged 
by his gracious teftimony. The fubjea of the one 
confiders himfelf as an eftabli1hed faint; the other as 
a poor loft finner, and deals with Chrift for falvation 
juft as he did w~en he firft applied to him. To the 
one, we fay, B1 11111 high llli•itd, lmt ftar ; to the other, 
F,ar •ot, JIJM ,/Jtdt __ •• I# ~t»11ed; 110111 ~" trufltd ;,, 
him lllul czwu c•ftr=id I • 

In whu feofe t~D do ~e walk h>: faith ~~ not by 
fight i I anfwer. m general, walking by faith is A 

CiOl•G FOI.W.AR.D lK THE WAYS OF GODLINESS, AS 
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IXFLVBJrc•• XOT ■T sa11s1•L•., ••T l.'Ylil•L·· 
OBJICTS; OBJBCTS., 01' THB aaALITT 01' WBICH 
w-• HA'YI NO l'Y·IDINCI., •v·r THI TBSTIMOJrY OP 
Goo. But perhaps faith may be confidered more 
particularly as oppofitc to iht in tbr11 fenfes., namely 
to corponl fight, to the COYeries of mere reafon. 
and to ultimate mion. 

Finl:. To walk by faith is oppofed to walkina by 
cw,-..J jigbt. In thi1 G:nfe we Diall find it plentifully 
ufed in the ,iftJnub dN,jtw n tb. lIJwft»1., concerning 
Abel., Enoch, Noah., Abraham., and othen. ,, Thus 
.4/,,/ by faith offered a more excellent ol'ering than 
Cain. God had faid in effea once for all., that he 
would nevcrfpeak nor be fpoken to in a way of friendibip 
by any of the human race., but through a mediator. 
This was intimated., partly by man's being debarred 
fi om all accefs to the tree of life, partly by the promife 
of the woman's feed., and partly by the inftitution of 
facrifices. Cain overlooked all this., and approached 
God without an t:tliatory facrifice, as if there had been. 
no breach between them, and fo no need of an atone­
ment. This was·'"an inftance of daring 11111Mliif. Abel. 
on the contrary, took God at his word. pen:ei~ed the 
evil of fin, and the awful breach made ~ it--dared 
not to bring an offering without a viaim lor atonemeni 
-had refpe& to the promifed Mtffiah-and thus by 
faith in the •11ftm lamb ofFettd a more excellent offering 
than Cain. 

Thus al(o it is faid of Noah, l,y faith he heing wilrnetl 
of God of THINGS NO'l' SEEN as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an arl to the /1,NJi11g ,f bis bo,ife, /,y which b.e 
ca•dnn11ed th, world, &c. No doubt the world were 
ready to def pife Noah while building his ark as an 
enthufiaftic old man, piat put himfelf to a deal of 
trouble., and wanted to put other people to as JDJ.Jch., 
merely through a notion that ran in his head that the 
world 1hould he drowned. Why., was there any thing 
in the world that looked like it, or feemed to portend 
fuch an event 1 Nothing at all; all things feemed to 

conti11ue 
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tontinue as they were from the _creation. . What thea 
could induce Noah to do as he did l Nothing but the 
teftimony of God., which he credited., and a&d 
accordingly. 

So likewi{e it is {aid o( Jil,,.al,1,1,,, when called to go 
into another country., J,_, fait~ bt ok,tJ.,- 1111d wnu ••t., 
NOT KNOWING WHrI'HEK HB WENT. A pretty errand it 
would feem to his friends and neighbours. lt'is poffible 
fome of thefe obft:rving him preparing for a journey., 
might eaquire whither he was going-Going 1 I atn 
going to a land which tl,, Lord is to Jhtrr» mt. • And 
have you ever feen this land?' No, I neither know the 
country, nor a fi:ep of the way'to it. • A fine tale 
indeed! but feriouily, what in the world can move 
you to f uch an undertaking?' I rely upon the t4lim!l::y 
of God. He bath faid, gtl tbtt out of thy ,ountry, ar.tl 
[,..,. thy li11drtd, ••to a la•d 7'B.A'l' I WILL SHEW 't'll£E.-

1 take him at his word., and aa accordingly. 

Thefe were cafes in point for the apoftle to quote. 
Th~ Helw~s feemed hardly contented with an a11.Jie11 
high prieft, an inv#fihk religion. They had been ufed 
to priefis and facrifices that they could hear, and fee, 
and handle with their bodily fenfes. Like their fathers 
by Mof~s, therefore., they were ready to fay of J ef us. 
'we know not where he is gone, come, let us make us 
a captain, and return to judaifm.' J udaifm 1 methinks. 
fays the apdftle, true judaifm would condemn you. All 
your foretathers aaed upon a principle which you·feem 
about to abmdon. They walked by faith, not by 
fight. They lived, they died~in the faith, even-in the 
faith of that very Meffiah of whom you make fo light. 

In this fenfe it is eafy to fee faith and fight are to be 
taken in our Lord's rebuke to 'Thomas, when he fays, 
/,/ejfod ar, they that hll'Ve •ot ftt11, and .Jtl helieved. It is 
as if he had faid, ' You think you have aaed very 
prudently; but what muft the chriftian world do in 
after ages if they aa upon your princi_ple ? Chriftianity 
in the whole of it will depend upon teftimony-whoever 
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receives it after JOUr death~ yea in ,our life time beGcJe, 
yourfelTes.,muft receive it upon your teftimony. Bleled 
are they that fhall cordially fo receive it~ and bleircd 
had you been Thomas, to haft fet them the example 
by believing the teftimony of your brethren.' 

Faith may be confidered as oppofed in the 11txt placei 
to the difcoveries of ,an-t rtafo11, u11aJ!ijlrd l,y rMJ1laJio11. 

--In this fenfe it feems to be ufed in referenca to 
Sarah. Through faith fhe received ftrength to conceive 
feed, and was delivered of a child when fhe was paft 
age, b..~aufe foe jrulg,J bi,n faithfJ who btul ,ro-ifad. • 
How Sarah fhould have a fon was not only indifcernable 
by the corporal eye, but by an eye of reafon, fincc it 
muft be, if at all, entirely befide the common courfe 
of nature. She had nothing to -rely upon in this cafc: 
but the promile of God. 

We do not fuppofe faith and rigln red,n to be oppo­
fites ; that be far from us. 0~ the contrary, nothing 
is more ericlcnt than that chriftianitr is entirely a rational 
(yftem ; and it is its glory that it is fo. We 1hould 
never have been required to give • rtajot1 for the hope 
that is in us, if there bad been no reafon to be given. 
--But though nothing in revelation be contrary to 
right reafon) yet there are many things •hich our 
reafon could never have found out, had they not been 
made known by the f upreme intelligence. The plan .of 
redc .. ,ption by Jefus Chrift, in particular, contains a 
fet of truths which the eye had never feen, nor the 
ear heard~ nor had they entered the heart of man to 
conceive, had not God revealed them to us by his 
Spirit. For all the p"leaf ure that we enjoy, brethren~ 
in contemplating thefe glorious truths, we are wholly 
beholden to the teftimooy of God. Indeed fo far are 
they from being difcoverable by mere reafon, that every 
bleffing contains in it abundantly more than mea or 
angels could have afited or thought! It ftaggers our: 
rcafou to receive it~ evep now it is told us. At every 

·- pauio 
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pauCe we muff: ftancl and wonder. laying. 11. Ta 11 Ta a 
•••xaa. or MAN, 0 Lo1.o JaaeYAB l 

Not only was our reafon incapable of finding- out 
many truths before they were revealed, but even now 
they are revealed they contain things above our com­
prehenfion. 'Tis one thing to fay fcripture is contrary 
to right rtafo•, and another thing to fay it may exhibit 
truths tQO great for our reafon to graf p. • God muft 
have told us nothing about his own exiftence. and 
infinite perfeaions, if he had told us nothing but what 
we could comprehend. In this cafe it becomes us to 
know our littlenefs, and bow our underftandiogs to 
the fupreme intelligence. It is the moft rational thing 
in the world fo to do. If God has (aid any thin•g, we 
ought to reft affured that fo it is. In thefecafeswe ought 
to truft his eyes, fo to fpeak, rather than our tr.»11, and 
be content to walk by faith, an~ not by fight. 

_ O'!c, 1111Jrt. Faith may be confidered as oppofed to 
•lt~11UJtt v~o'!--T~e faints ~ glory are def cribed as 
ft1111g Chrift as ht 1S-as l11tJqJJ1•g run, as tl,ey art A1iorw11 

- ~3 -and 
• May not the p-eat dlfputn which have taken place concerning 

faith and r,:afm, as if one wc:re oppofite to the oth.:.r, have rifc:u ia 
.a grtat degree from ufing the term rtafr,n w~thout defining it? The 
word rtafan, like the word unduftanding, has two fenfes: .f,ft, it 
fignifies the fit•rfa of tbi,rgs. So the apo1tks ufed it when they faid 
• It is not reafan that we Olould leave the word of God, and fuve 
tabla;'· A& vi. z. that is, it is not fit, it is not proper • . Stco.J, 
it fignifies our p-J#UJtr, or caparitJ if reafa11ing. So it is faid of Ne­
ltuchadntzzar, that his rtafan returned to him; Dan. iv. 36. that 
is, his p ,-wtr or capac ~ of rtafoning. Now it is eafy to fee tbac the e­
are two etfentially difftrent ideas: the one is perfea and imaiutable, 
remaining always the fame ; the other is {battered and broken_ by fin, 
and lial:le to a thoufand variations through blindnc:fs and prejudice. 
No divine: truth can ever dif.agi"ee with tbc former, but it may be 
both above and contrary to the latter. 

If people were to talk in matters of f cience and philo(aphy. as 
fom.! h.:ive ajfelted to talk in religion, they would be treated as tools, 
and c\~emed unworthy- of attention. A philofopher for inftance, 
tdls an un!ettered countrym:m that 'tis generally thought tJlat the 
earth turns round every day upop ks own axis, and not the fua 
round the earth. The countrymaa replie'i, ' I don't belkve a word 
about it.' V t~-y liktly, fays the philofopher, but why not? " It is 
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-an4 u being citizens of a city where there fhaJI be 
•• •1h1. and where they fball need•~""'"• neither 
light of tb. /114, nor li11Jt g 11,, ,..,,, ,o.a raa Ltl•D 
GoD SB.ALL •• r•• L1orr r••.a•o,.t Our knowled~ 
of things there will be immediate, and intuitin. and 
not through the inedimn of the word and ordinances, 
as it is here. The facred fcriptures are to us, with 
,·everence be it (pokeo, like a letter 6om a diftant 
friend,. but when we come face to &ce id .,,J l"IW 
jJ.JJ I, ,,.,Id • .,,.,. However .. for the preCent it is 
-.othenri(e. We are yet in the body. and while 4"o, as 
the apoftle obferns in the verfe preceding the text • 
.,,,1 .,., ofa11t fr- ih, Lwi, and muff: be gwl of thefe 
helps. Our duty and intereft at rrefent is to make 
much of this letter. and be thankfu that we can walk 
by it through this. world,. 111 "7 " 'l!ii i• " t/1,,.j Jliu:•, 
tUl we come to a better,. where we no more wait 
1-J faith., but by fight. 

9l1las far I have dwelt chiefly upon the lmtu ; b~ 
tlat we ma7 obtain a more com~henfive view of the 
,J,i11g itfelf. namely, of a chriffian's walking by faith, 
Jet us take a view of a few ef thofe ci.cumfiances and 
fituations through which he has to pafs during the 
prefent life, It is in thefe that faith., as well as eve-ry-

other 
untrary to -, ,.ufn. 9 Contrary to your reaCoa, that may be, but 
I hope you don •t think every thing contrary to :,o•r reafon is contrary 
to ritht rt•fa• ! • W ma men of the grcatet\ underftanding but to 
1:cnuder that the~ i~ a far greater difproponion between fome truths 
which mpca the cxiftenct. of God, and their capacities, than be­
tween any truths bclenging to human fcience, and the capacity of 
the moft ignorant ruftic, they would be aOlamcd to fay, ' fuch a 
thing cannot be true becaufe it is contrary to •J rtafon. • 

It is right, and ftands commended in fcripture, to apply aur heartl 
to ""'"Jl•Nling; but it is wrong, and ftands condemned in-fcripture, 
yea by the fame pen, and in the fame page, to lean to our own u11Je,._ 
jla,ulinx- Sec Prov. ti. ~- iii. S· So I apprcheml it is right to ad-
here to rigt, reaf(}('I, and eo u(e all means t~ find out what it is; 
but it is wrong, and prefumptuous, to fet up our reafon as a ftandard 
competent to decide what is vutil and what is error, for tha, is the 
fame thin~ ai fuppofing that our id~as of fitnef$ and unfitnefs alway1. 
accord with the real fitncfa of things. 

t J Joho iii. ~. I Cor, xiu. 1~. :Rev. xxil. S· Di.-~-• 
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edlff ~• -is exetcn~. Allow me then to reqadt 
,our attention. ~n, to four or &.e obferntiom on_ 
the fubje&. 

I. n,,., .,., ••7" DA .. It ••A1011, n, Goo', ,.orr­
lJZN'rr~L D•~LINGI "1'1'B u,, i,, vhicl, rwr , .. ,ii -
-W'!7 ef efcajl, _,.• ~ ~--tt '.f cwf,rt 1111 1"Bll 
ri1r1M0Nr o, GoD 's friends are not dif-
tinpUhed in this worltl bf an :.e::rstion from trying 
providences; he 'riews that, m • , as too tri4ing 
a badge of diftioaion. They fhall ~ known by what 
is far more noble and adftlltageoas, namely, by patience, 
obedience, fubmiffion, and dirine fupport under them. 
Moreover, as we profe6 te be mends of God, and to 
truft the falvation of our fouls, with all our concerns, 
in his hands, he fees it proper to prove the fincerity of 
our profeftions, and the ftability of our hearts. He 
brings us into fuch circumftances, therefore, as Owl try 
us whether we will confide in him or not. 

Chrift has told his followen once for all. that all r 1u:1r ;,. l,1,un, ad tllrlh is i• Ins hads-that he is h,1111 
rvtr all tbi11gs to tht churcb-that he ,will far6/y do thn. 
good-that however things rday feem., Ill/ thi11gs /hall 
cworl togetbw far good to thm, that /o,u, God1t 1,1111/ ar1 
talkd accortJi11g to bis jurpofe-that as to temporal things, 
let them but tn,JI ;,, tbt Lord, °"' Jo good, 11,uJ the:, ,foal/ 
Jewell ;,, tb, ltuJ, 1111d verily tlN:, jhall I,, fad-and as te 
eternal things, if they have a· few light aftliaions, they 
1hall laft but as for 11 1110me111, and iliall warl f,,,. tb1a " 
far t11ore 1xctttli11g a11tl nn-,uJ weight of zlwy. • Thefe 
promifes feem eaf y to be believed when things go 
fmooth and pleafing ; . and it is very natural for us.. io 
a day of profperity, to talk of thefe things, and try to 
comfort thofe with them who are labouring in advcrfity. 
But the $"cateft- trial is when it comes home to ourfelves. 
Then 'ns well if we fall not under the reproof of 
Eliphaz, Cf hy words hari,lt •Jbolde11 him that was falling, 
Q1td tho• haJI jlrer.gtht11ed th, ft,hk luues; ll"t tlD-W it is 

CfJIIII 

l\~a,t. x:x.viii. 1S. Ep. i. 2.1. Cen. xxxii. 1:i. Rom. viii. :ii._ 
Pf. :uxvil, 3. 2. Cor, i.v. 17. 
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.,_.,.. tl,,,, •• tl,o• f tli,ittjl, it• 't.wJ,ab ,1,,,, 11d ,_, 
llrl ,,_,,kJ.t Then, if ever, is the time for us to 
walk by faith and not by fight. 

We crea~ to ourfelves J11rli-,,, and place much of 
our happinefs in their enjoyment. God not unfre­
quently takes thefe firfi: away, as being moft his rivals. 
If one child is more beloved than all the reft, if he muft 
be cloathed with a coat of many coloun, tbc coat muft 
quickly be returned without the owner; yes, the period 
muft foo~ arrive when it filall be faid Joflph j~ not I 
Thefe, and a few more ftrokes of the kihd, will try 
711co/J' s faith to the uttermofi: ; and he .will find it hard 
work to reconcile: promifes with providences. ' ([ho• 
f llitlft I 'Will J.,-,IJ do tl,n good---/J,u all tl¥ft tl,iags .,., 
•g.i-JI 11U.' • Ah, he fails ! He fails like Afalb in a 
fUBiiar condition,. who could not fee how God could be 
good to ]fi-11tl iwbni rzu11tn-1 of• fllll c11p @trt wrag ow t• 
thnn.t The Shunnnitifh wom1111 will fet us a better. 
example than either the patriarch or the prophet. Is. 
it w,01 f:tld Elifba's fervant, when her child lay dead 
in her houfe-She replied', IT 1s w1LL.t This was 
in eff'ea fayinJ, ' whether I can fee it or not, I know 
he doth all thin~ well.' This is believing when we 
cannot fee, taking God at his word • againft all the­
rebellion of fenfe and feeling. Thi9 is what Jacob 
fhould have done, but O that Jacob had failed alone ! 
If to refemble him in this inftance would conftitute us 
lfraelites, we fuould be moft of us lft111lit1s idud ! 

We are often very thrifty in dtqJifing p/1111s for futurity• 
and apt to promife ourfel ves great degrees of happinefs 
when they are accomplithed. Here it is common for 
God to throw confufion upon our fchemes, and caufe. 
things to run in quite .a different channel to what we 
expea.ed. Joh, while in profperity, fat like a bird in 
her well-feathered neft, and thought within himfelf 
• I fhall live to enjoy numerous years of uninterrupted 
profperity., to fee children's children, and then go 
down to the grave in peace; or as he himfdf afterwar?s. 

1n 

t Job. iv. 4, 5. • Cien. xiii. 36. t ff. lxxlli. t 2 King:. iv. :i6 .. 
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In the bittet" hoar of 1ele&ion exprefrecl it. • I foil 1 
.l,,Jl ii, i,, "'.1 _,. I ./Mll ...Jti1',.., ,.,, ., ,. J.,.J l'I 
And, fo he did at laft. but there was a melancboJr 
chafm in his life which he never expcaed. Such there 
are, more or lefs., in all our liYes. and 'tis well-if we do 
not think hard of our beft friend in f uch fituations. 
Some have been ready to aJk., ' Is this love ? Is this his 
doing who hath faid I will f urely do thee Jood ?' Yes, 
and you fuall fee it in the end., as 4Jath di~, who aft~r 
he had been to God's fanauary., and faw things as 'they 
were, went home it feems, and pc~ned the jRJtntJ-thirJ 
J/a/,., beginning it all in ecftacy, faying Tll u LY GoD 
1s GOOD TO laaA..!L ! Chriftians, how criminal, how 
auel that he that never failed us yet, fhould be (o 
miftrufred as he is ! It fllould {eem to f uggeft as if he 
were f uch a God that we cannot truft him out of fight! 

How amiable is that f pirit, how happy is that heart. 
which in every fituarion places unbounded confidence ia 
J E eov An 's word. Such may be hedged up on every 
fide, . and encompdfed like Ifrael at the Red Sea. with 

-fecmiPg unfunnountable difliculties; yet eyen here they 
will follow Ifrael's example, they will cry unto God, and 
rely upon his mercy. If means can b'! ufcd they will 
ufe them; if not, they will fta11d Jlill a11d flt the fa/qJ1,1 .. 

lion of the Lord. SJeal unto the children of frael, faid the 
Lord. tb111 they go forward-go forward . they might 
have replied, what, plunge ourfelves into the fea ? Go 
forward! what, leap at once into the jaws of deftruc­
tion 1 But nothing of this.-At firft indeed their failh 
fee-ned to fail them, but they foon recovered themfelves, 
Sptalt u•to the childre11 of lfi·ael. faid the Lord., that th9 
go forward-they went-a way was made in the fea, and 
a path in the mig_ho/ waters. Well may it be faid, BY 

r A ITH Ifrael pded through the Red Sea! •--Minds 
thus difpofed might defy the united fources of worldly 
forrow to render them unhappy. Let pocvmy ftare them 
in the face, let pinching ,wa111 fuetch over them her 
miferable fceptre, they have been known even here by 
taith to break forth into fongs of prme. Thu1 fang 

\ Job xxix. 18. • Hcb. xi. 2.9. • 
good 
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£ood .¥.fAflW (and this eYidmtt, •~ to be his: 
iituatpi. and not a ftate of J;if'il•J i«_lajin) .4/t/Jo•xll 
tw fiK-tr,, JJ,.JI •• l,J.Jfo•• 1#itbw jJ.HJJ frllit &. ;,, tlM 
~i•ts, th, /11/,o,,r of tlN olicvt JJ,11I/ fllil. at/ tbt .fi,IJ Jl,tJl 
.Jitld,.. ,ruat, the jlo,l jJ.HJJ I,, a,t off fro• tb, fold, IZllll 
ther, JJ:,.JI /Je 110 herd ;,, th, jlalb ;~et cu:ill l rejoice ;,, tlH 
Lord. -, foal }hall /J, gld ;,, the God of,,,, falvatio11. 
Thus alfo fang the church even in her captivity, when 
her country was laid wafte, J erufalem rafed to the 
ground, and the temple burnt to a1bes, 'rb, Lo11.D i1 •.J 
-/ortio,r.,faith 111.1 foul, tbtrtfort will I ho/1 in HIM J• • 

II. /11 all 0111' .APP RO.ACHES -ro, .AND FELLOinHIP WITB 
CsRr-~T, it is /J1 F.ArTH i11 tht accou11t that God /Jatb gi-ilt11 
if hi111 i• bis word.--Chrifi:'s excellence, undertaking, 
and benefits, are Jhe joy, and even the life of our fouls, 
if we are true chriftians. But what ,.,;J,,.c, have we 
of all or any of thefe ? Yea. what'" evidence have we 
that there is or ever was Cuch a perfon as J ef us Chrifi: l 
or if there was, that he was the Meffiah, the Son of 
God? We neither faw him live, nor die, rife again, 
nor afcend to heaven. We never faw the miracles he 
wrought, hor heard the voice from the excellent glory 
faying, 'This is my beloved {on, hear him.' We fpeak 
of his perfonal excellencies, divine and human, of his 
love, zeal, righteouf nefs, meeknefs, patience, &c. but 
what know we of them? We rejoice in his being con­
fiituted our furety to obey the law, and en_dure the 
curfe in our ftead; but how know we that fo indeed it 
is 1 We glory in the imputation of his righteoufnefs, 
and exult in the hope ot" being tound in him, and being 
for ever with him, faultlefs betore his throne to ferve 
him day and night in his temple ; but on what do we 
rely for all this ? If our expeflations are but jufi, truly 
they are noble; but if groundlefs, extravagant. Are 
they then well fouRded1 Yes, THE TISTlMONY OP 

Go D is the rock whereon th~ reft. He has- told us by 
the rnouth of his fervants, the infpired writers, all that 
is necefiary for us to know of the charaB:er, condua, 
and errand of his Son ; of every office he_ f uftained, and 

every 
• Lam. ill. 2.4-
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tRI) eni for whicll he came into the world. To all this 
he has add~, that v/,of«cver /,1/iftldlJ M I,;., .J,JJ -, 
,mjh, l,•t b,u1 ~w"'Jli•1 lift.• So they preached. and 
fo we have believed. We have, through grace, ventured 
our everlafting ALL in his hands, nor is it in the hands 
of we know not who: ""' l1UJtW cwbo. v, h.a, ln!Jf,J. 
ou tlJtP b, is J,u ta I,,, 111111 vbicb 'WI IHw, ,.,,,.;11,II t• 
l,i• •i•-JI tlMt •J•t For though none of tbefe things 
are. Yifi~le to our mortal eyes, yet haYing eridence that 
God bath faid them, we are fatisfied. We would u 
Coon truft God's word as our own eyes. Thus we walk 
like Mofts, os fi,iag him wbo is iruiftl,k, and thus an­
f wer to that defcription, wbo.. htJ11Ui•g N07' ,z._11 ,11 Jo.u,, 
i• who,., tboagb 11,w ye fie bi• 110t, .JII a._LI~YING, JI 
r,j,ice ~ith joy 1111/p,aJ:al,k, 111111 fJJ of gl.ry. l 

Jn all our applications to Chrift, we have to rely 
mer~ly upon the teftimony of· God. Here is a ~r 
.felf-condemn.ed finner comes preffiag through the crowd 
of difcouraging apprehenfions, that he may touch the 
hem of the ,redeemer's garment, fo to f peak, and be 
made whole. As he approaches, one fet of thoughts 
fuggetl, how can io great a finner hope for mercy? Is 
it not dotlhtful wh~tlier there be efficacy enough in the 
blood of Chrift itfelf to pardon f uch heinous crimes l 
• I know my crimes are heinous heyond expreffion, 
replies the burdened foul, and I fuould doubtlefs give 
up my cafe as defperate, but that I have heard of him 
that bt is al,lt to fa'Ut to tht lltltrmojl all tbtm that co111, 
.,,,, God lr, him.\ I will go therefore, who can tell?' 
As he goes., other obje8ions affail him, queftioning 
whether Chrift can fi11d ;,, bis heart to accept of f uch 
an one 1 ' I 1hould think not indeed, rejoins the poor 
man. but. he bath faid, H111 THAT CON.ETH UNTO 

ME I WILL IN NO w1sa ~AST ovT-1 know, were I 
to conf ult nothing but my feelings, and only to fix my 
ey~s on'the enormity of my fin, I fuould utterly defpair; 
but encouraged by HI s wo ll D I will go forward-I will 
walk by &ith, not by fight-O., I hear him fay, Co,ne 
111110 me all yt that la/Jo"r, · and are bea'CJJ ladt11-1U1d .J~ 

/hall 
• John iii. 16. t 2, Tim. i. 11,. l 1 Pet. i. S. § Heb. vii. ~ S• 
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J,JI ),,J r,fl ;,,,,, ,-r Jo,,L I 'nit, tu is what I .t I 
Jkpa t from me all ye that ftX my foul. I will ..,. m 
the ftrength of the Lord God!' 

' III. W, /J.w t• er,,.• u, 11.11ar , •• ,.,,,,. ••10rx•wn 
for Cbri,1 /ah, rwJ,,,,;,, ffM i,,u, •• r111•L• tn/1'8 of 
,.,.,a,a, ,,.. ef "".1 ii,,J lwt GIMt .,;fas f,.,, r• • 
,aoM11• o, GoD.-8elf-denial is one of the initial 
laws of Chri1¥s kingdom. Far ftom enticing people 
into bis ferrice by promifes of wealth, eafe _and llonour, 
he fet out with this public declaration, 11'1,,.Jio wr 
-will /Je-, Jifcijl. ,a/I M1l_1 l,;.y6{/, tllU •I his cnfi .,J 
/JI,,» 1111.t But who would enter upon thefe RnDS l 
Who would give up houf~, lands, friends, and reputa­
tion., and cxpofe himktlf to hanUhips, perfecution, and 
d.!ath, for nothing l Yet many followed him, and that 
to the day of their death ; yea. and upon thefe very 
terms too, they LIFT ALL., AND FOLLOWID ~111. 
What then induced them l Did not they ~ irrationally? 
Prophets. apoftles, and martyrs! what mean ye? Have 
ye no reprd for yourfelves l What ! are you deftitute 
of the feelings of men l ' No f uch thing-we htWt 
rifpe8 _,o thl recoy•c• of rRVdd.' R1W11rd !-what 
can that be ?-nothing furely below the fun, unlefs it 
were every thing the reverfe of what is agreeable to 
human nature! ' True, but our Lord has declared, 
q,ul,ofwuer jh.O farftd, bo".fos, or lwubr111, or .fJlers, or 
faiher, or 1111Jthw, or wife, or childr111, or lands, far m1 
..,., s fal,, jh.J/ r,ceiri,•e 1111 h"•drtd fold, and i11hr1·i1 r:wr­
lafling lifi.• We rely upon this, and this fupports us.' 

God's friends, in all ages., have forfaken fenfible for 
• inrifible enjoyments. Encouraged hy confidentions 
like thefe, RMtb for(ook. her father and her mother., and 
the land of her nativity, and came to a people whom 
1he knew not. It was this that determined her to go 
forward when, as Nu,nj told her, there were no earthly 
prof~ before her. It was this made her refolve nor 
to go back with 0,,,.1,, but to caft in her lot with the 
friends of the God of Ifrael. Cfh, Lortl r,,,,,,j111e1 th1 

flJ.'Ori. 

t Matt. xvi. 2.4- • Matt .. xJx. z!J. 
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....,.,, (aid B....to her afterwards, aJ •.f,,ll rftlMri.j, 
1i_,, 11- ef tlH L.rJ GM ._; ljr111l. ,uu/n- 'Ulh~ •i•zs 
,_ 1/trt , .. ,. trlljl ! t , 

The fame things influenced Mofis, it feems to refuf:: 
a crown. It has been thought that in- Yirtue.of hii 
adoption he might have been king of Rgypt ~· but that 
throne not only like other thrones expofed him that fat 
thereof\ to num berlefs fnares, but probably was inac­
ceffible to any but who would continue the fyftem ·of 
idolatry and oppreffion. In that cafe for Mofes to 
have been king of Egypt muft baYe been to have 
facrificed a good confcience, defpifed a crown of ,glory 
that fadeth not away, and united 1n perfecuting his own, 
and the Lord's people. Mofes feems fully to ha·;e 
weighed this matter. The ref ult was, he re.f uftd to l-e 
c.JkJ tlH fo11•of Pbar111Jh's *""thur, cJn!l•g rl'1'1n- ,~ 
Ji,ffw 11.Jli8io11 with tlH r•Jk of G,J tl,~ t• mjo, tht 
1k11far11 of ft• for 11ftaf,11; 1j11a,u,g even th• rtpro,uh oj" 
Cbrijl r,-1111,r ricb,s tb1111 IM tr1afar11 i~ EvJI. He 
freely, therefore, leaves the life of a cou~r-avows 
himfelf the friend of· the poor def pifed captives-and 
dares to retire into Midi1U1 to live the life of an obfcure 
fuepherd.. I fay he 611r1J to retire, for it required a 
greater degree of fortitude thu~ to deny himfclf, than 
to ftand in the front of the hotteft battle .. But l,y faith 
he forfool Egypt, and went and lived a ftranger in a 
ftrange land, for h, 1111J,w11J III J-i11g hi• rwho is i11vifihle 
-yes, he had ref;,a •11to the r,c.,,,,eac, 'If r~"rd. • 

In fhort. through this the holy tribes of martyn in 
all ages loved not their lives unto death. B1 faith in 
invifiblc realities, as the apoftle to the Heh~ largefy 
prol"es. they bore all manner of cruelties. not accepting 
deliverance itfelf upon difhonourable conditions; fur­
fered all kinds of deaths with unremitting·.furtitudc> 
and iri Come fort like their glorious leader. triumphed 
over principalities and powers when they fell~' 

Indeed every man in the l!orld may be faid to walk 
either by faith or by fight. There is not only a giving 

C , . _ . up 
t Ruth ii. 11, 1z. • Hcb. xi, ::4--2.7. • 
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up Cenfible fi,r inmible enjoyments by .au//., ,-,;•I 
vitl, tl,o,,, but by 1IOI fat_li•t ..,. lnlll"ls .,- tl,n,, as our 
chief good. This may be done where there is no call 
afiually to give them up, and is done J»r all rllll chriftians 
in the world. Men whofe chief ~ confifts in the 
profits, pleaf ures, or ho noun of this life. live by .fight : 
they deriYe their life from obje&s before their eyes. 
having neither patience nor inclination to wait for a 
portion in the world to come. But ~ men, as well 
the rich as the poor, derive their life from above, and 
lo live by faith; their lift is hiJ vitb Cbrijl ;,, God.• 

Perhaps here, as much as any where, is requ~ the 
peculiar eXttcife of faith. For one aaually dinftcd of 
earthly~ to look upward, and fet his ·heart on things 
above, IS faith; but for one ftill poffeffed of this, one 
on whom proriJence fmiles, prof )>!ring him in all he fets 
his hand to, bleling him with wife and children, houfes 
and lands in abundance, for him to excrcife fuch a 
deJree of indifference to all thefe, as to derive his 
chief happincfs from invifible realities, this is faith 
indeed ! This feems to have been exemplified in 
.A/Jrahtm1, and others of the patriarchs. Of him it is 
faid, 6., f aitl, b, fojo11r111d i11 the l1111d of prot11ift, as i• a 

ftr1111g1 contry.t How is this? We don•t wonder when 
he and Sarah went into Ez,11 on account of a ~ine, 
that he fhould confider himfelf a Jojo•nttr there ;t but 
how is it that he 1hould do fo in C11111UU1, the land of 
promife, his own eftate as it were? The next verfe 
informs u~fw ht lt,oud for 1' city rwbirh bath fM11datio111, 
who.ft lntild~ _.,,,1 111/UW is God.-So J acol,, when before 
Pharaoh. -called his whole life a pilgri11111gt,,§ though 
the far greater part of it was f pent in the land of 
promife ; .and they that /11.1 f"'h tbi11gs, adds the apoftle, 
J1clar1, p/(,#,J:, tba1 tk9 jttl a cowury. Though God had 
given tliqn the good lan4, they would not makt:, it the~ 
chiif good. They could not be contented with thJS 
Canaan, but loosed for another. Noble fouls! bid 
them lift up theu eyes eaftward, and weftward, and 

• northward 
• Col. ill. 3. t Hcb. xi. 9, 10, 13, 14, 16. t Gen. xii. 11. 
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northntd, and (outhward, and tell them all they can 
fee is their own ; ftill they will not live by fight, but by 
faith-thl] ,will dejir, 11 IHttw """"J, tlMI is, 1111 "-tlalJ 

••• 
IV. '11,n ar, 11U1"1 /,u, 1111,I Jiftr,ffi11g /Mfa1 t, rwhi,1., 

tbt c11u1tcs o, GoD is JJ,j,8, ;,. ,wbicb tl,,r, is littk,,,. 11 

Yl'JIBLB groand ,f n,.,,.1i1gtwu•t, ftartt!, ""'.1 l•t whlll_ 
arifts fro• "TBE P1t0Mu• 01' GoD.--The whole church 
of God, as well as individuals, has in all ages, had its 
day of adverfity fet over agaioft the day of prof ~rity. 
lfrael, after their deliverance from Egypt, and fettle­
ment in Canaan, enjoyed pretty much profperity, 
ef pecially in the days of David and Solomon. But by 
a feries of provocations after that, they procured to 
themfelves the Bahylonifh captivity. At that melancholy 
period, thole amongft them that feared the Lord mufi: 
be fuppofed to be all in darknefs. Jerufalem laid w.tlt•! 
-the temple burnt with fire-Judah canied cartive-­
ah, what becomes of God's intereft in the worle. The 
foudatio11s of his viable kingdom feemed to be J.iJ i• 
tht balj 11111a•tai11s round about J ~falem ; if thefe are 
deftroytd, what can the righteous do l They had long 
fighed and cried for the idolatrous abominations of 
their countrymen, and prayed, and hoped that mercy 
might be lengthened out ; but now all feems over. 
For their idolatry, they muft go and have enough of 
idolaters ! They that feared the Lord muft alfo go with 
them. By the rivers of Babylon they muft go and fit 
down. Thofe that had been ufed to found the high 
praifes of God in Zion, muft now hang their harps 
upon the willows> as having no ufe for them ! Nor is 
this the worft; they muft be taunted, and their Goo 
derided by their inf ulting Lord~. ' Come, fay they, 
fing us one of the fongs of Zion,'-as if they had faid, 
• Now fee what your religion has availed you ! This 
was your favourite employ, and thefe the fongs w!-lere­
with you addreffed your deity, in whom you confided to 
deliver you out of our hands-what think you now?'­
Poor Zion! She .l)retuleth forth /Jer huds, /11,t thn-, i.s 

C :z. 110111 
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w to nn,,fort 1,,,.. '11,, Lo,,/ J,1111, to-tUIIMJ, 1J,111 /Jw 
aJ.wrfi,rits jb.a/J /J, rtnlll4 "'1nt J,,, her ~r:e (oas can 
only remember Jerufalem, and weep! , /,,w ,.,, 
they fo,g tb, urtl' I fo•g i11 " Jlrag, i..J ! 

But is there no help from above? is there no phy­
fician there? Yes, the God whom Babel derides, but 
Judah adores, looks down, and fees their aftliaion. 
To his dHheartened friends in this fituation, he addreffes 
himfdf, faying, Who is 1D11011g .10• thlll ftar,th tht Lorti. 
that o/,eynh th, ~oi,, of his f,ru1111t1 that wJJ,ib ;,, 
JarlJHji, """ bath 110 light 1 In hi• tr-JI i11 the 11miu of. th, 
Lord, nd fla.J 11po11 his God,•-as if he fhould fay; 'For 
a feafon you muft walk by faith, and not by fight; but 
tnd1: me, that feafon fhall foon be over. Seventy 
years, and Babylon fball fclll, and Judah retutn P By 
thefe declarations, the church was encouraged in her 
captivity, and furniOied with an anfwer to her infulting 
foes :-y..?a, and what is wonderful, breaks forth into 
one of the Lord's fongs in a ftrange land! (Hearken, 
0 Babe], to on,: of tbl fo•gs of Zio• ! ) R,joic, 1101 11gaillfl 
mt, 0 111i11t e11t'III.J, whe-11 I fall I jhaJJ arifa; rwhnr I fit i11 
Jarl11efs the Lord ~;o 1,, II light ato tile! ] will l,,ar the 
;.,,J~r11a1io11 of the Lord, /JecOMft I have fi11-,ut/ again/I hi111, 
/{l:til he pu11J '9 ca,ift, lllld tXtc"II jug•mt far 1IU : ht 
will /Jri11g 1111 fartb to the light, 1111d I /hall /Jebo/J his 
righttoufaefr. 'rht11 jh1 that is tnine t1lt111.J foal/ fie it, 11114 

jl-a111t /hall co~n- btr that /aid ""'o ,.,, whtrt is the LorJ 
tl~1 God ?t 

This is encouraging to us as ch11rches, and as minijlers. 
,ve have, in many cafes., to walk in darknefs, and have 
no light, and to go on in our miniftrations in a great 
rlegrcc Ii ke the prophet Ifaiah, lamenting that fo few 
h~-..ve believed our report, fo few to whom the arm of 
the Lord has been revealed. When death removes 
worthy charaaers, we muft fometimes live and lament 
to tee their places unoccupied by others of the like 
characler: and what is worfe, infiead of increafe by 
ChriiPs conquefts., we mufi fometimes live to fee a 

decreafe 
:s If. 1. 10. t Mic. vii. 8, 9, 10. 
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decreafe by the conquefts of the evil one! Many a 
faithful minifl:er has had to preach year after year, till 
either by public fcandals, or private difgufts, many of 
his people have gone off, and walked no mor~ with 
him. But let him then remember the tefi:imony of 
God, Hi• tha1 bno11r1th 1111 rwill l b1111011r-; •-let him go 
on, and faithfully difcharge his duty, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear-let him, and thole 
that are with him, walk by faith, and not by fight. It 
often proves, that after fuch a night of weeping, comes a 
morning of rejoicing. Let us not be difcouraged;. 
better breath than our's has been fpent apparently. in 
vain. Our Lord himfelf feemed to labour in vain, 
and to f pend his ftrength for nought ; but he com­
forted himfelf in this, (herein leaving us an example) 
'Tho11gb l.frul /Je 110t gotbn-td, .Jd .fha/1 I h, gltirio1's in tbe 
,y,s of tlH Lortl, a11d 1111 God jha/1 h, 111.J jlrmgth.t 

This may encourage and direct us in larger concerns ; 
concerns which ref pea the rwbole intert_/1 of Chrijl in the 
world. If we compare the prefent 1lare of things, or 
even the paft, with the glorious prophecies in the word 
of God; furely we cannot think, that all is yet accom­
plifued. By thefe prophecies, the chrifi:ian church is 
encouraged to look for great things at fome- period or 
other of_ her exifi:ence. She is taught to look for a 
time when the earth jhall he full of the lu,o-w/edge of 
the Lorti, as the wmn-s corutr the fta-when a natio11 
foal/ oe hon, at once-when the kingdoms of this rwor/J 
/hall h1co11U the li11gdoms of our Lord and of his Chrijl 
-and he /hall rtip from fta 111 fla, and from tbe 
ri•ver 1111to the t111h of the earth.t But furelv for tbe 
J>refent, though great things upon the whole have been 
done i11 the world, yet nothing like this has ever come 
to pafs. Inftead of the world being conquered, what 
a great part yet continues to 11:and it out again(t him. 
Heathenilln, Mahometanifm, Popery, and Infidelity, 
how extenfive fiill their influence! In all probabili!y, 
not. a fingle count~, city, town, village, or cor1gr(!­
gat1on., has ever yet oeen brought wholly to fubmit tu 

C 3 Chrill ! 
• 1 Sam. ii. 30 t If. xlix. S· 

l If. xi. 9• lxvi. 8. Rev. xi. 15. Pf. luii. 8. 



Chrift ! Nay, is it not very rare for him to find in an7 
one fo many real friends as to make even a majority in his 
favour? May not the chriftian church, then, for the 
prefent, adopt that language, 1', h•w km rwitl, ,1,ilJ, 
~w, ba-vt a1 it """' lnw,llit forth 'Wi•i, ,we hi.Wt 11ot rwro-,bt 
any dtliwra,,c, i11 tl# 1111"1&, •it!Mr l,av, tbt i,J,fdi1a11ts '!f 
tht cworltl fal/111 1• What then ~ fhall we def pair? 
God forbid! The vif10n is yet for an appointed time, 
at the end it fhall fpeak. and not lie, though it tarry 
wait for it, it will furely come, it will not tarry~d 
m~an while, tbt j-ft J,JJ /iv, /J., f•tb.t . :, 

Let us take encouragement in the pr:-efent day o 
fmall things by looking forward, and hoping for ltetter 
days. Let this be attended with ,.,,,ejl and ,.;,1111 
prayer to him by whom Jacob muft arife. A life of 
faith will ever be a life of prayer. 0 brethren. let us 
pray hard for an outpouring of God's Spirit upon 
our minifters and churcnes, and not upon thofe only of 
our own connexion and denomination., but upon a// that 
vr rwr:, pltut call 11./D" th, 1Ul1IU of 1tf,u Cbrijl ,.,. Lorti, 
l,,tl, their' s 1111d o"r' s ! 

V. Our hop, of a :aEffEJt ,,r .AT'X "11J:N 'l'B-U 11 OYER is 
liult 011 faith i11 God1s ttjli--.,.--We liave RO fort of 
evidence but this that any fuch ftate exifts. We cannot 
ft, ahy thing of the kind, or aught from which we can 
infer it. We cannot learn it from any of our fenfes. 
Reafon itfelf could never have found it out. Reafon 
might have taught us the idea of a f1'11'r1 jlatt., but 
not of a future ftate of l,Jefs. Though much might be 
argued from the ntnefs of things., to prove that man is 
not made barely for the prefent life, yet nothing could 
be drawn from thence to }!rove that r,l,,J.s againJl the 
fupreme being fhould live 1n a ftate of eternal felicity: 
-no. for this we are wholly indebted to the word of th, 
promift. Hence faith is faid to he th, s u B s TAN c E, 

GROUND, or FOUNDATION of thiags l,opetl for.f. Affording 
us not only a firm perf uafion of their reality, but a 
kind of pref ml po.ffeffio• ef them. Influenced by this we 

become 
~ IC. xxvi. 8. t _ Hab. ii. 3, 4- l Hcb. xi. 1 .. 
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b:come dead to the prdent world, and fo in a fort a.er-­
come it, and at length fa """1• 'With C}uijl i11 bis tltr.•!• 
"" "6 .V. /,.ii, d·lltrtull, 111111 iJ fat urw11 'With bis F 111/Nr 
111 bis ,Jn.,-.\ 

We will now► in the Jic•tl place, add a few words. 
on the ;_,.,.,.ac1 of fuch a life.--If, all things 
confidered, it would have been heft for us to have 
always Ji1• our way before us. to have been guided, 
{o to {peak, with our own eyes, and not to have ;,._ 
jlicitly followed the direaiens of God. no doubt fo it 
would have been. But he who perfealy. and at once 
&w the beginning and end of all things.,. jud&ed other­
wife. With the higheft wiulom, no doubt.,. he formed 
the refolution, the i-fl JJ,all /;v, l.1 f mlh. It may be 
impoffible for us, 10 the prefent ftate, to find out all 
the reafons for this refolutton, but two or three feem to 
prefent themfelves to view .. 

1. Such a life brinJS grMr glory 10 God.-Confidence 
is univerially a medium of honour. To confide in a 
fellow-cr~ture, puts honour upon him in the account 
of others, and affords a pleaf ure to himfelf; e~ially 
if he be a wife and upright charaB:er 2 as it gives him 
an opportunity of proving his wif dom and fidelity. 
Though the F.at God cannot be made more honour­
able than he 1s by any thing than we can do, yet his 
honour may by this be made more apparent. We 
honour him fo far as we form juft conceptions of him 
in our own minds, and aa fo as to give juft reprefen­
tations of him to others. God is gracioufiy pleafed 
to declare that h, tales pkafare ;,, th'![t that hope i11 IJis 
mtr9 and why l furely, amongft other things, for that 
it gives him occafion to dif:play the glory of his grace. 
And as he takes pleaf ure 1n thofe that hope in his 
mercy, and rely upon it i fo he takes pleafure in 
ordering things fo that we may be put to the trial 
whether we will rely on him or not. It was this 
induced him to lead Ifrael through the wildernefs, rather 
than by the ready road to Canaan. He knew t~ja, 

WO 
§ R.cv. iii. i.1. 
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would be i• fllll dependent upon him, let them be 
where they would ; but they would not be jn,p/Jk of 
that dependence, nor have fo much opportunity of 
entirely trufting him in any way as this, and fo it 
wauld not be fo much for the glory of his ~t name. 
He therefore would lead a whole nation, with all their 
li~le ones, into an inhof pitable defart, where was 
fcarcely a morfel of meat to eat, and in many places 
not a drop of water to drink-a land of dcfarts and 
of pits, of fcorpions, and fiery flying ferpents-here, 
if any where, they muft be fenfibly dependent on God. 
They muft be fed and preferved immediately;, from 
heaven itfelt., and that by miracle, or all periJh in a 
few days ! Here God muft appear to be what he was­
here mercy and truth muft appear to go with thetn 
indeed! 

What an opportunity had they aft"orded them t~ 
have walked thofe forty years by faith, what grounds 
for an entire confidence were afforded them; but alas. 
their faithlefs hearts perverted their way, and in the 
end proved their ruin f Ten times they tempted God 
in the defart, till at length he {ware concerning that 
generation, that for their unbelief they fhould die in 
the wildernefs, and never enter his reft. Few, if any. 
befide4i Jojhua and Cale/,, would dare to truft him, 
notwithftanding all his wonders., and all his mercies ! 
They, however, for their part, took hold of his ftrength. 
and thought themfelves al,u, havin~ Goo on their lide. 
to encounter any thing ! Their f puit was to walk by 
faith and not by fight,. and herein it is eafy to fee how 
they glorified God. 

0 brethren ! let THE c LOR. Y OF Goo lie near our 
hearts! Let it be dearer tq us than our deareft delights! 
Herein confifis the criterion of true love to him. Let 
us, after the noble example of Jofo•a and Ca/,!,,. 
F o L L ow T H I L o a. o F u L L Y. • Let us approve 
of every thing that tends to glorify him. Let us be 
reconciled to his condua, who fa.ffrr,tb 111 to hugn- that 

rw, 
• Numb. xiv. 14. 



( 33 ) 

w, •1117 nfllW thlll ••• /i,u,s sot ,,., lmd j.,,,, /n,t "1 
runy rword that po~tetlnb _, of the 111111111, of Gu. t If 
he bring us into hard and difltcult fituations, fituations 
to an eye of fenfe impoffible to endure, remember it is 
that he may give us an opportunity of glorifying him,· 
by trufting him in the dark. The more difficult the 
trial, the more glory to him that bears us throu;h. 
and the greater opportunity is afforded us for proving 
that we can indeed trufi: him with .a our concerns ; 
that we can truft him when we cannot fee what he is 
about. 

Thofe very muc~ di1honour God who profefs to truft 
him for another world, but in the common difficulties 
of this are perpetually murmuring, peevifh, and dif­
truflful. How different was it with .Ahrab11111 in offering 
up his fon Ifaac. What., offer up lfaac ! his fon, his 
only fon of promife ! Is not the I\1effiah to fpring out 
of his loins l What will become of all the nations of 
the earth who are to be /,/'.ffed in him 1-How natural 
and excufable might fuch queftions have feemed; much 
more f o than· mofi: of our objeaions to the divine con­
dua. Senfe, in this cafe, had it been confulted, muft 
have entered a thoufand protefts. But the fathtr of tb, 
faithful confulted not with ftefu and blood, not doubting 
but God knew what he was about, if he did not.­
( 0 that we may prove ourfelves the cbildrm of faithful 
Abraham.) .Agai1ljl bopt, in appearance, h, 1,,/irved i11 

hop, of divine all-fufticiency, fully perfuaded that what 
God had promifed he was able to perform-he ftretched 
his obedient arm, nor had he recalled it had not h~aven 
interpofed-he wasjlrong i11 faith, GIVING oLoa. Y TO 
Goo. 

z. It is produfiive of grtat good to ,u .-The glory oi 
God, and the good of thofe that love him (thanks be 
to his name!) always go together. It is equally to 
their benefit as to his honour, for inftance, to Ii, IOCUJ 

hef~e him,. and to feel their tnti~t deJnuuuict upon him. 
It 1s effent1al to the real happ1nefs of an intelligen1 

creature 
t Deut. viii. 3. 
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creatute to be in its ,,._,,,_ JIM,. and to take a com­
placency in bring Co. But nothing tends more to cul­
tinte thefe difpofitions than God's determining that 
we at prefent fliould walk by faith. and not by fight. 
Faith, in the whole of it, tends more than a 1ittle to 
abafe _the fallen creature; and to ,wa/l by faith, which 
is as much as to acknowledge that we are blind, and 
muft fee with the eyes of another, is very humbling. 
The obje& of our defire being frequently for a time 
with-held, and we., during thofe times, reduced to f uch 
fituarioal wherein we canfu no help, and fo obliged to 
repofe our truft in God, contributes more th~ a-little 
to make us feel our dependance upon him. Agur Caw 
that a conftaat fulnefs of this world was -unfriendly to 
a fpirit of entire dependance upon God, therefore he 
prayed Gi'W 1111 1101 ricl,11-lejl 1 I,, f JI ,,,,J dt,q tbu. • 
Whatever tends to 1,,,,,,1,11 and try us., tends to J, 111 gootl 
i• th, llllttr 111d. t 

Great and wonderful is the co,ifolalio11 that Cuch a 
walk affords. In all the viciffitudes of life., or horrors 
of death, nothing can chear and fortify the mind like 
this. By faith in an unfeen world we can endure in­
juries without revenge., affliaion without fainting, and 
lotfes without deCpair. Let the nations of the earth 
da1h, like potfherds., one againft another; yea, let 
nature itCelf approach towards its final diff"olution ; let 
her groan., as being ready to expire, and fink into her 
primitive nothing ; frill the believer lives ! His all is 
not on board that veffel ! His chief inheritance lies in 
another foil ! 

• His hand the good man faftens on the fkies, 
And bids earth roll., nor feels her idle whirl ! , 

3. It will nud, vtfto• tb, jw,nw-It affords a great 
pleafure when we make a 'Venture of any kind., to find 
ourfelves at laft not difappointed. If a confiderate man 
embark his all on board a vefl"el, and himfelf with it, he 
may have a thoufand fears ere he reaches t~e end of his 
Yoyage; but 1hould-he., after numberlefs dangers, fa!ely 

amve. 
• J>rov. xxx. 9. t Dcut. viii. 16. 



( SS ) 

arri.e. and find it not only anlwer,, but far exceecl his 
expe&tions, his joy will be then far greater than if he 
had run no hazard at all. What he has ~ will 
feern much f weeter than if it had fallen to him in a 
way that had coft him nothing. Thus believen RD• 
ture their all in the hands of Chrift, pcrf uaded that he 
is able to keep that which they have_ committed to him 
againft that day. To find at laft that they have not 
confided in him in vain, yea, that their expe&tions 
are not only anfwered, but infinitely outdone., will 
f urely enhance tbe· blifs of heaven. The re1119bralice 
~four dangen, fears, and forrows. will enable us to 
enjoy the heavenly ftate, with a degree of bappinefs 
impo8ible to have been felt if thofe dangers. fears, and 
fonows had never exifted. 

My hearers! We all of us either live by faith or by 
fi2ht; either upon things heavenly or things earthly. 
It upon·the former,, let us go forward ; on the word of 
a Goo, everlafting glory is before us! But if upon 
the latter, alas. our ftore will be foon e~ufted ! _All 
thefe dear delights are but the brood of time, a brood 
that witi foon take to themfelves wings. and with her 
that cheri1hed them, fly away; Oh, my hearer~! is it 
not common for many of you to f uppofe that they who 
live by faith in the enjoyments of a world to come, live 
upon mere imaginations ? . But are ye not miftaken ? 
'Tis your enjoyments, and not their's, that are ima­
ginary. Pleafures, profits, honours, what are they? 
• The whole fonn only a kind of ideal world. a fort of 
f plendid ;,~, like that in a dream, which when you 
awake is all gone ! At moft 'tis but a fafhio•, and a 
fafuion that Jaj/eth away.• To graf p it is to graf p a 
1hadow, and to feed upo(l it is to feed upon the wind. 
0 that you may turn away your eyes from beholding 
thefe vanities., and look to the Lord J ef us Chrifi:11 and 
the f ubftantial realities beyond the grave, for your 
never-failing portion ! 

But if not, if you ftill prefer this world with its en­

• 1 Cor. vil. 31~ 
joyments, 
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joyments, to tbo(e whi~ are heannly, how juft wiR it 
be for the Lord J ef us to fay to you at the laft great day, 
• Dt/tllrt ! • De~, ye have had your reward ! Yo- have 
had your choice, what would you have l You n~er 
,:hofe me for your portion-you in effea faid of me 
and my intereft., we will ban no part in David., nor 
inheritance in the fon of J effe ; fee to thyfelf. David.' 
--Ah., now., fee to thyfelf., finner ! -

• Chriftians-mirufte1 s brethren-all of us ! let us 
realize the fubjea. Let us pray., and pre-ctch, and hear, 
and do every thing we do with eternity in view ! Let 
us deal much with Cbrift and invifible .realilies. Let 
us., whenever called., freely deny ourfelves for his fake, 
and truft him to make up the lofs. • Let us not faint 
under prefent difficulties., but confider theqa as oppor 
tunities. afforded us to glorify God. Let us be afliam 
that-we de1iYe our happinefs fo much from things be 
low., and fo -little from things above. In one word 
let us fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on 
eternal life ! 
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Upon a motion being made at th! affociation at 
Nottis1b11111, J•ru 3, 1784,. for meettngs of prayer, 
for the • revival of religion, and the extending of 
Chrift's ki~om in the world, it was agreed, that 
in all our churches we would at leaft fct apart an 
houi: on the firft Monday evening in every calendar 
month, to meet together in our refpeaive places, a!i 
propofed at the end of the Circular Letter. It has 
:fince been thought defirable by fome of the miniflers .. 
that fomething ihould be publHhed by way of per­
fuafion, to excite us to real earneftnefs in -this im­
portant bufinefs. At their requeft the followin& 
thoughts are f ubmitted to confideration. • 

PERSUASIVES 
TO A 

General UNION in extraordinary PRAYER, 
J'O& TRE 

REVIVAL and EXTENT 
or 

R E A L R E L I G I O N. 

Addrefi"ed to the churches in the Leictfterfhir, and 
Northampto,ifhire a.lfociation, and to any others who 
love and long for the coming of Chrift's bleffed 
kingdom, and whofe hearts may be inclined to unite 
in feeking its welfare. 

Cb~ijli1111 lwnbr111! 

T HE bufinefs, for the promotion of which thefe 
few hints are with all due ref pea recommended 

to your candid attention, is f uch, that we are perf uade<l 
D - you 

• There praytr-mtttingJ have been kept up in our churches now 
f~ nearly feven years, during which period fcveral othc-r churches of 
d1ff'erent denominations have uni\cd io gbferving them. Brother 



.. 
ynu witt chearfully unite in it. Indeed • it would be 
unfriendly in us to fufpe& your reacline(s to fo good a 
work. Neverthelefs, confidering the backwardnefs and 
inattention common to us all in this world, you will 
not think it f u~rfluous in this • cafc to urge a few 
motives, if it might be to fti.mulate us to w1eftle hard 
with God. We wifh you then, and ourfel'ffS with you., 
ferioufly to attend to the following confiderations. 

I. Confider Cbrijl' s rtaJi11,fs to h,ar 1111d 11,ifwtr jrll}tr, 
,j)uia/1., 011 theft fal,jtt1s. We are greatly mi11'1ken if 
we imagine our Lord J efus takes no pleafure in hili.own 
work, but is loath to profper it, only that he is per­
fuaded by us, or does it to oblige us. He takes 
infinitely more pleaf ure in it than we do ; and when he 
does it in anf wer to our prayers, it is that ~e may be 
encouraged, and that his favours may be thankfully 
received. Chrift takes care to let us know how ready 
he is to hear prayer, ef pecially in behalf of his own 
caufe, in that he dire .. ~s us to pray for thefe bleftings ; 
yea he even comma11ds us to pray tor the coming of his 
kingdom before we a1k for our 1/aily lwead ;-and to 
ftel fir/I THE Kl!IGDOM OF GoD, a11d his righteoufnefs, 
promifing that all other tbiats jhall /Je lllidttl imto •s· • 

Indeed it may well be fuppofed that Chrifi:'s heart is 
in this work, for he laid down his life as a groun~where­
on to rear the ftruaure. The foundation of this glorious 
kingdom was laid in blood, not like too many earthly 
kingdoms., in the blood of the conquered., but of the 
conqueror. Yes, he died that he might live and fe1 a 
numerous fled of converts; and might prolong bis dllJs, 
or lengthen out his holy and happy kingdom. When 
he afcende<l into heaven, and took the government of 
all worlds into his hands., it was with a view to the 

carrying 
Sutcliff, of Olney, has re-publuhed Prdident EDw Aa ns11s Hu,,,J,/, 
Attt111pt to prfJmote Unio11 in Prayer for the Rl'fli11al of Rtligi011;. in 
order to ~xcite a more gen~ral agreement in this needful pratlice, 
that excelknt pamphlet has bc:m recommended by cur own and 
by th~ tr eftern Baptli\. Aff'.x:iation. It is fold by Ajh, Little Tower­
flrc:d; Button, Newington-Caufeway; and Ytrnor, in Birchin-lane. 
Price Nint--pcnce. • Matt. vi. 10, 33• 
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carrying on of this. blelfed caufe. He became ~""' 
o,uu ,JI 1hi•g1, but 1t was to tin cb11rcb1 that he might 
caufe every thing to fubferve her welfare. 

And now haYing thus died to lay the foundation of 
his kingdom, and thus _long P':'fided ov~r a!l the king­
doms ot the world to npen things for 1t, 1t would be 
very ftrange indeed if he were indifferent about it ! 
So far from that, nothing fcems to lie fo near his heart. 
He is pleafed to look upon the converfion of finners as 
re:-r.uard enough for all his forrows, as f uflicient to make 
him forget all his trials ! As a woman, as foon as fhe 
is delivered from travail, remembers no more the anguifu 
for joy th3t a man child is born into the world, fo it is 
faid be /hall ft, of the travail of his fo•I, 111ul foal/ he 
s..1TIS F IED ! Yes, chriftians, fo far is he from being 
reluctant to grant us thefe requefi:s, that he is ple:ifed 
in thcfe matters not only to command ,u to ajl.:, but to 
reprcfent himfe!f as cwaiti•g to !,, gr11eiow, yea as beiug 
111 ow couatul, as ready to beftow thefe mercies when­
ever we .{hall earneftly pray for them. '11,,u faith tb1 
Lord, the l,oly one of lfra1J,--lljl 1M of thi•gs to co111e 
cr;11cer11ing my fa11s ; a•d co11cer11i•g the work of "'1 bands 
command ye me! See how intent he is upon what 
concerns his Jons, and the ru.·orl of his ha11ds. 0 let us 
not be backward on our part-If this will fatis.h him. 
let him be fatisfied ! If he is thus ready to hear; let 
us not be backward to a1k. ! 

. II. Confider rzvhat the Lord h,u dOIII i• ti•11 Jaji, anti 
that in a11fwer to praye,·. When Ifrael, who was God's 
church at that time, was in Egypt, and things looked 
very dark indeed, they cried, and the Lord heard their 
·cry, and came down to deliver them. Their deliverance 
was the extending of Chrift's kingdom, and God over­
threw Pharoah and all his hofi: for fetting themfelYe! 
againft it. The church in after ages, when in her low 
eftate at Babylon, is reprefented as making ufe of this 
as a plea with God. 'fhus they cry to him, .A-u.·ale, 
a-wake, put on Jlre11g1b, 0 arm of the Lord-awake as i11 
acie11t llays, ill tbe generation.r of old-art tho• not it thaJ 

C z hath 
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l,atl, nit Rllh11l,, ad ~IUUU• the J,,"l"' 1 Art 11- 1111 
it ~hie/, hath dried th, .faa, the- rwtlln-1 of tb, KTllll Jnj, 
011,/ hath •adt tbt dtjtb of tht /ta II rr»tz.1 fw tb, r11~111111J 
to lafi "'" 1 And was their prayer anfwered l Yes., 
the Lord prefently replied-• In, tb, Lori tb.J G,11 tbl# 
Jicvided the ft11, rwhofa wilcves roared, 'TBi LoaD o, BO&'l'I 

is his aa1111 /'-Yea, as a kind of echo to their requeft., 
• Arwaie, 11:wale, Jl1111tl •I O Jwwfa/n,, wbicb haft dnlld 
at tlN h1111d of the Lord tb1 ,,,, of his f•ry 'Tbru faith 
thy Lord JF.HOY.AH, a11i t", God that pkaah tl,t ,aft of 
his peopk, kbold I hacrH tale11 o"' of tbi,u baJ tbt•,,,, of 
lrm,/J/ing, the drtgs of tlN c•J of •:, f•ry, 1111d tbo• J,d 
110 more Jri11l it agai11. See Ifa.· li. 9, 17, 22. 

While Judah groaned beneath Bahel's yoke, Daniel 
fet his face three times a day towards Jerufalem; at 
length his prayers and fupplications are heard, and an 
~ngel is fent to comfort him, yea and to inform him that 
at the /Jegi1111i11g of his f upplications the commandment 
in favour of Judah came forth. And now God's 
cond uc\: towards Pharoah and lus hoft fhall be a8ed 
over again towards BeUhazzar and his. Yes, he not 
only gaye Egypt and Ethiopia, but Babylon for their 
anfom. 

The church of God w:1s reduced exceedingly low ju.ft 
before the coming of Chrift, but what was the condua 
of ·thofe tew that were on God's fide? Some of the1n 
are ditlµigui1hed by the charafler of thofe who LOOKED 

FOR rednnptio11 in Jerufakm, and others are faid to have 
co11:i111,ed in prayers mgbt and day. At length, through 
the the tender mercy of God, their prayers were 
anf wered, and the day .fp1·i11g on high ~ifittd them! 

J ufl: before that great out-pouring of the Spirit on 
·the day of Pentecoft, the church was in a low and 
difconfolate condition, having lotl: Chrift's perfonal 
prefence: however, they united with one accord in 
ardent prayer, in an upper room, to the number of 
about an hundred and twenty. Prefently, and their 
ligllt brake forth as the morning-a little one becomes 
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a thouland, and a {mall one a ftrong nation. Thou­
fands are converted by a fins.le fermon, and fatan falls 
before the gofpel of Chrift like lightning from heaven. 

Mif ht we not make th• fame ufe of thefe glorious 
works o God, with fome others in that day, as Judah 
did in Babvlon of what God had done for them in 
Egypt ? Mlght we not plead now with Chtift, 'A--.»aAe,, 
awake, put on ftrength, 0 arm of the Lord! awake, 
as in the ancient days! art thou not it that didft cut the 
foe when hanging on the crofs, that didft wpund his 
intereft in the day of pentecoft l' And may we not 
plead that as God deftroyed Babylon and delivered his 
church, fo he would deftroy the power and principles of 
myftical Babylon 1 He preferved a people, namely, the 
Waltie,ifts, who in the worft of times bowed not the 
knee to the image of this idol, and when they were 
nearly exterminated by perfecution, raifed up a fet of 
men at the reformation who gave it a deadly wound, a 
WOl,\nd which it has never nrcovered to this day. 0 let 
us pray to the Lord Jefus that the work may be carrie:f 
on-that •11ticbrijl may be conf umed with the f pirit of 
his mouth, and deftroyed by the brightnefs of his 
coming !-that the kingdoms of this world may become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chritl, and that 
he may reign for ever and ever. 

III. Let th, jrtfmt religiou1 /Jate of tht wor/J ~e 
confidered to this md. Chriftianity has not/et made its 
way, even in name, over 0111-fiftb part o the world. 
Out of about 730 millions who are fnppofed to inhabit 
our globe, not above 122 millions profefs the chrifiiau 
name ; all the refi: ace heathens, jews, or mahometans; 
and of thofe who do profefs it, the far greater part are 
either of the apoftate cbwcb ,f R,,,,,e, or of the Greell 
church, which is nearly as corrupt. Add to this, what 
great numbers of real heathens abound in the chriilian 
lands, and unbelievers even in the congregations of.the 
f.1ithful. Surely it is .. high time for us to awake out of 
fleep, and to fend our united cries to heaveu in behalf 
of our tellow-creatures ! 

D J Of 



Of thofe who are under heathen darkne(s, fome are 
civilized, but othen ftil1 remain the moft barbarous and 
uncultivated, killing. yea fome of them, even eating 
one another ! Great numbers. we are forry to add. 
groan under the hand of tyr.inny and thraldom from 
nations who bear the chriftian. name! 0, let the 
iniquities \>raaifed in both the ·1,uJ;,s roufe us to pray 
for the un1verfal f pread of Chrift's Kiri2(1om. Poor 
fouls, millions of them are doJJI, enfiavea ! They are 
enflaved to European oppreflion on the one hand, and 
their own fi1perllition on the other. 0, let us.prat for 
the time when Chrift fball break the yoke of both; 
when oppreffion fhall ceafe from the earth, and idolatry. 
difappear as the thick darknefs before the rifing f '!n ! 

The ftate of religion in the ,Jwijliaa 'WIW'ld wears in 
fume ref peas a melancholy, in othen a hopeful afpea; 
both concur to fhew the neceffity of prayer. Real 
vital holinefs., it is to be feared., has of late more than 
a little loft ground. There has been fome confiderable 
work done for God within thefe 1aft fifty years., par­
ticularly in Britai•, Hollatul, and .America ; and it is to 
be hoped fomething of this is ftill going forward ; yet 
of late years it feems much to have declined. We 
feen1., in a great degree, to have loft that fpirit of 
earnefi prayer and unwearied diligence that accompanied 
thofe out-pourings of God's Spirit. If the Spirit of 
God 1hould have been grieved, and fo have in a great 
degree departed from us., is it any wonder ? While the 
dofuine of his bldfed inftuence is fo much abufed on the 
one hand, by the moff: criminal indulgences in carnality 
and fioth ; and almoft denied on the other, by many who 
have funk into fuch a fpirit, and fuch views of things, 
as if they hardly thou~t there was an Holy Ghofi:., can. 
it be made a wonder 1f he Teturn to his place, till we 
learn by woful experience our need of him ? Thefe 
things look nultu,,holy,--O, let us pray that God 
would raife up amongft us a fet of men to preach his 
gofpel-men who 1hall be endued with a11 •11llio11 frfJ11J 
t!N Holy 0IU-lllen poffcfi"ed .. of an hearty love to Chrift 
and fouls-in one wordJ me11 of G°"' Nor let us forget 

to 
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to pray for tbofe that are already railed up, that tM7 
may be inf pi red with additional ardour ; ~~ what -IS 
more than all, that all our labours may be crowaed 
with divine f uccefs ! • 

Some things in a providential way, on the other hand. 
mutt be faid to wear a boptfal af ~. Liberty of con­
fcience has obtained confiderably of late in the German 
dominions, and is enjoyed in the fulleft extent in the 
Unit~ States of North-America, which probably will 
in time become a very confiderable Empire.• This 
certainly affords great opport1111itJ for the fervants of Goel 
to labour after the couvedion of fouls. It is a kind of 
an 0;111 dow to them. 0, let us pray that all the friends 
of God, and efpecially his mini1ters, may have an heart 
to embrace thefe opportunities, and may be bletfed in 
the ufe of all poftible means fur the propagation of the 
gofpel. 

IV. Confider rwbat God has promifid to do for his clmr,I, 
in times to come. For an abfolute impoffibility we can 
have no hope, and for what God bath declared filall 
never come to pafs, we can have no warrant to pray; 
but when we prJ.y for the fpread of Chrift's kingdom. 
our object is clogged with neither of thefe difficulties. 
On the contrary, it is accompanied with the ftrongeft· 
affurances of fuccefs. Let us not imagine that God 
has yet done all he intends to do for his church ; or 
that Chrifi: has yet feen of the travail of his foul (o as 
to be fatisfitd. Befides the various promifes referred to 
in the foregoing fermon, the firft fetting up ef Chrift's 
kingdom is compared to a littlt Jlone, cut out of a moun­
tain without hands, but which 1honld in time break in 
pieces all the reft, and become a g~eat mountain, and· 
FILL THE WHOLE EAllTH.t The king himfelf com­
pared this his bleffed kingdom in its infancy to a grain of 
111"1fard-fled, the leatl: ot all feeds, but when grown is 
the greateft oj. ail herlu: implying, no doubt, that his 
kingdom in its beginning was the moft appareut1y weak. 

and 
• It might now b~ .addLd, th~ fame principles obtain in Fr1lt1&1. 

t Dan. ii. 35• 
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and tlef picable of any kingdom ; but before it fhould be 
finithed • it fhould be the greateft, moft glorious, and 
extenfiye of all the kingdoms that were ever fet up­
greater than that of Akx1111der himfelf, and more durable 
than that of Ro1111.t In the fame place be compares it 
to a littil uavr,, which a woman put into three meafures 
of meal till the rwhok rzua1 lell'Vt11eJ. Glorious thought ! 
Chrift has been leavening the world for many an hundred 
years, by the preaching of the gofpel; and yet, awful 
to think, what a great part of it continues unleavened 
to this day! But 0, blefi"ed be God, it fuall· not •be 
given up till TH I w H ().L 1 1 s LE A v EN I o ! Forlorn as 
the ftate of the heathen world is, our Lord J ef us has 
41'11/ th,111 far bis i11hwita11ce, and he will have them, 
even THI VTTl!llMOST PAllrS OP THI l!AllTHforbis 
r.lf,J/io11 ! t 0., blei"ed period ! when Jew a&1d Gentile, 
tlie fair European and the fun-burnt African, with men 
of every other defcription, 1hall all unite to ferve the 
Lord. 

Mufi: it not be very reviving to fee fhofe branches, that 
have been f o long- broken off the olive tree becaufe of 
unbelief, irafted in again ?-to fee them return, and 
with the bitter tears of reftefliop faelt the Lortl their God, 
.AND D.AYID THEIR XrNG., and fear the Lortl anti bis good­
nefs in the latter Jays 1 \ Yes, verily, the receiving of 
them back again 1hall be to the Gentiles lile lift from th, 
dead! II Then fltall they be retlored to their own land~ 
and no more be expofed to the hoftile attacks of quarrel­
fome neighbours as heretofore, but lftael JJ,all he cwitb 
Egypt and with Aj/jria a l,lej/ing in the midjl of the land; 
~bom J eho-vah Got/ of Hojl s Jhall /,/efi, faying, hl!ffed he 
Egypt my people, a11tl 4.ff;ria the worll of my bands, anti 
l.frael mint inheritance.• .Then thefe glorious thi11gs 
fpole11 of the city of Got/, in the 87th pfalm, fuall be 
accompli1hed.-We fhall fee Rahal, anti Bal,y/011, Philiftia 
a11d 'lyre, rzuitb Ethiopia, given to the church. Ethiopia 
jha/1 jlretch out her bands to Got/! • 0 what encourage-
ment is here to pray ! How long thefe things will be 

we 
t Matt. xiii. 31, 32, lj• t Pf. ii. 8. § Hof. iii. S• 

U Rom. xi. 15. 1I lfai. :x.lx. 23, i+ _ • Pf, lxviii. 31. 
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we know not; but this we know, we are nearer by 
above t:wo tbosfa,u/ fa•r l,,uu/,-,d years than the church 
was in lfaiall I time, and even then they that 1NIM 111111-
tiOII of J1hOlflah were charged, faying., Kttp not ji.k11c1, 
1111J give bi,,, • r,jl., till b, INRI Jer,ifak111 "proifl ;,, tb, 
tart/,!• 

V. If rw, h1n11 4111 r1g11rtl t, tlH 'DJtl:f •1 of 011r ctn111try• 
,,,,., ro1111aio11s, tu1d frinitlsa. kt that jli111i,late •1 i11 tbi1 
rwwl. Let us remember we ha.-e not only heathens, 
and Jews, and others abroad to pray for, but few of 
us are who1ly unconnecled with heathen neighboun, 
heathen relations., or fi:ubborn and unbelieving children. 
Let thefe be borne in the arms of {>rayer before the 
Lord. Though they can clmm no pity from God, yet 
they have a right to our's, becaufe we were in the fame 
condition. Let our pity then be extended to thofe who 
have r-one for the'llfelves, and our prayers afcend for 
Cuch who as yet call not upon God', name. Though 
there be no reafon why God fhould (ave our children, 
relations., or friends, before others, yet there is a reafon 
why v.:t jh,uld ftell their falvation before others, becaufe 
they are particularly put under our- care., or ftand in 
connexion with us. 

To neglect: to carry our children to Chrift for a 
bleHing, from want of love., if fuch a thing could be 
in a good man, would be 1nore cruel than the oftrich in 
the wildernefs ! So w~re it poffible for a chriftian to be 
amongft wic~ed neighbours., and wicked relations, and 
feeing he is (afe himfelf, care nothing about them, 
fnrely he muft be befide himfelf! How unlike would 
this i>e to the fpirit of his Lord and Saviour-he wept 
over thofe who wept not for themfelves ! 0 chriftians. 
for your- country's fake. your neighbours fake, your 
friends fake, yea your enemies fake., as well as for the 
~onour of Chrift., feek the welfare of Zion, and pray 
410.r the extending of his kingdom in the world! • 

VI• C oofider, rwhat is reguefted is Jo vtry /mall. The 
Lord· • 1r. • •-:: ,a,. uu. 7. 



Lord does not aik us in this ca1e. for our filfft' or our 
gold., which if he did, it were but a trifle to give He 
does not require us to facrifice our lives., families., or 
friends in f up port of his caufe, which if he did., it is 
no more than millions of the heft men that ever the 
world faw, have complied with ;-hut he only fars., 
• Give 1111 thi11t h,art !' Seek the prof perity of his 1n­

tereft who died for yours ! of that intereft with '1'hich 
)'Our own is fo infeparably united ! Yea of that in­
tereft which is yow- own, for Chrifi: and you have no 
feparate interefts. • 

As to the ti,nes that are propofed., nothing can be lefs 
burdenfome than 011u i11 a mo11tb but what ·did I fay 1 
l,urde,ifonu ?-God forbid that any employment of this 
fori: fhonld ever prove a burden! It is hoped it will be 
attended to as a pri·vilegt rather than merely as a duty. 
It is hoped that chriftians will feel a r.Ieaf ure, and find 
a beeefit in thefe meetings, that will induce them af 
their own accord to meet together more frequently than 
this _propofcs, either on Lord's day JllOrnings., or on 
any convenient opportunities, for the fame mo1t de­
firable purpofcs. 

VII, and laftly. It will not l,e in CfJtu11, rwhate:ver •­
the immedjate and apparent ijfue of it. Could we but 
heartily unite to 111;~kc a real e~raeft effort, there is 
great reafon to hope great good might follow. When­
ever thofe glorious out-pourings of God's Spirit fhall 
come, all over the world, no doubt it will be in anfwer 
to the prayers of his people.-But fuppofe we fuould 
never live to fee thofe days, frill our labour 1hall not 
be in vain in the Lord. To fay the leaft of it,.God 
would be glorified, and that would be no little. thing. 
It would convey thi~ piece of Iptelligence to the world., 
that God has yet fome hearty friends in it, and who 
will continue to pray to him in the Jarkeft ti1nes. And 
if, as by David's building the houfe., he is not pleafed 
to grant our requefts, yet he will take it well at our 
hands-and who can be faid to have loft his labour who 
obtains the approbation of_his God?--But this is not 

all~ 
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all, oar petitions may prove like feed in the earth, that 
fhall not perifh, though it may not fpring up in our 
days. Thus the Jr•JIMt, 111,._,,J, IIIUi tlH •rflu1 t1dw11J 
iat• tb,;,. /J,o•rs; • and what if we fhouJd be the fowers 
and our pofterity the reapers l fhall we think much at 
this l As great an honou, at the laft day- perhaps may 
attend Ifaiah, who hanlly knew who had believed his 
report, as Peter, by whofe fermon thoufands were con,· 
veFtlld in an hour .--But neither is this all-There are 
dilferent degrees of prof perity beftowed upon ·difFerent 
parts of Zion, and thefe favours are oftP.n granted to 
thofe particular communities where moft ardent prayer,· 
love, and holinefs prevail.--Add to all this, the 
pro/pn-ity of o.,-faau as chriftians, is generally connel\ed 
with an carneft purfuit of God's glory and Chrift's • 
kingdom. Confolation, like reputation, won't do to 
be fough.t direaly and for its own fake. In that cafe 
it will flee from us. But let us feek firfl: the kingdom 
of God and his righteoufnefs, and all thefc things will 
be added to us. One ireat reafon perhaps of fo many 
chriftians going fo deftitute of divine comfort is becaufe 
they care about fcarcely any thing elfe ; God therefore 
juftly with-holds it from them. If they were more to· 
feek his glory. and the extending of his kingdom in the 
world, they would find conf olation come of its own 
accord. He that cannot lie. (peaking of his church, 
bath faid, THEY SHALL PllOSPE& TBA'r LOVE HI&. 

• John iv •. 38. 




