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OSSR HEHTIEN
SERMON, &c

2 Cor. v. 7.

w——JWE WALX BY FAITH, NOT BY $1CHY.

MUCH is faid concerning faith in the holy

fcriptures, efpecially in the new teftament

anclp great ftrefs is laid upon it, efpecially by
the author of the epiftle to the Hebrews. This, I
apprehend, is not very difficult to be accounted for.
Ever fince the full of man, we have been entirely
dependent on the mercy of God, through a mediator.
We all lie at his difcretion, and are beholden to his
mere fovereign grace for all the happinefs we enjoy.
We have nothing on which we can rely for the pof-
feflion or continuance of any good, but the word and
will of God. The only life, therefore, proper for a
fallen creature, in our world, is a life of faith; to be
conftantly fenfible of our dependence upon God, con-
tinually going to him, and receiving all from him, for
the life that now is, or that which 1s to come.

Believers, and they only, are brought to be of a
fpirit {uitable to fuch a kind of life. 'The hearts of all
others are too full of pride and felf-fufficiency; but
thefe are contented to be penfioners on the bounty of
another, can willingly commit their all into Chrift’s
hands, and venture their prefent and everlafting con-
cerns upon his word. Tbke juft foall live by faith.*

Self-renunciation and confidence in another, are ideas
which feem ever to accompany that of faith. ‘I'he
apoftle fpeaks of being jufified by faith,+ that is, not
by our own righteoufnefs,” but by the righteoufnefs of

2 ) another—

¥ Hab. ii. 4. 1+ Rom.,v. 1.
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another—of Suvisg by faith,® that is, not by ocur own
carnings, {o to fpeak ; biit by the generofity of another
—of fanding by faith,4+ that is, not upon our own
legs, as‘we fhould fay, but upon thofe of another—and
here, of walking by faith, which is as much as if he
had faid, ¢ we walk not trufting our own eyes, but the
eyes of another. We are blind, and cannot guide
ourfelves, we muft therefore rely upon God for dire&tion
and inftru®ion.” This, my grethren, is. the life we
muft live while in this world, and this the manner in
which we muft walk in our progrefs towards the
heavenly ftate. Great is the wifdam and goodnefs of
God in fo ordering it; great glory hereby redounds to
him, and great good accrues to us. -

All I fhall attempt will be, to explain the NaTURZ, and
Soew the 1MPoRTANCE of the chriftian’s avalk by faith.
Both thefe feem neceflary ; the one that we may form
juft ideas of what we have to do, and the other that we
may feel our hearts excited to do it. O, may the fame
sririT who indited the facred paflage, breathe upon
us, that thefe ends may be accomplifhed ! .

- Let us then, in the fr# place, enquire what is
intended by the facred writer, when he fays, ‘* we walk
by faith, not by fight.”” Faith and fight, it is eafy to
fee, ftand here oppofed, as indeed they do in many
other parts of fcripture, efpecially in that remarkable
definition of faith, wherein the apoftle to the Hebrews
calls it zbe evidence of things mot feem ;§ but what Aind
of fight it is oppofed to, may deferve our attentive
enquiry.

And here, before I proceed any farther, in order to
make the way clear, I will take notice of a too generally
received notion of the fubjet, a notion whjch appears
to me equally unfcriptural and pernicious : what I refer
to is, that faith is to be confidered as oppofed to
sPIRITUAL fight, or [piritual difcernment. Indeed, I
never heard of any perfon who faid fo in exprefs words,
cither in preaching, writing, or converfation; but

expreflions
* Gal il z0. T Rom. xi. 20. § Heb. xi. 1.
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expreffions are often ufed which convey the fame idea.
When the terms faith and /enfe are ufed, ’tis common
with many to underftand by the latter, fenfible communion
awith God. So it is common to hear a life of faith
oppofed to a life of frames and fackngs. Thofe times
in which we have the moft fpiritual difcernment of God’s
glory, fenfible communion with him, and fee) our love
moft ardently drawn out to him, are thought to have
the leaft of the exercife of faith. It is common to fay
¢ there is no need of faith then, at thofe times we
live by /enfe; but that when all our graces feem dead,
and we can fee no evidence whatever from whence to
draw the favourable comclufion, then is the time to
walk by faith.” The meaning is, then is the time ' to
believe all is well, and fo reft eafy, whether we have
evidence that it is fo or not.

Thus wé have often heard feveral paffages of fcripture
applied, or rather miferably mifapplied ; for inftance,
that in the laft chapter of Habakkuk, 4/though tbe fig-
tree fhall not blofforn, meithér fball fruit be in the vines, tke
labour of the olive fball fail, and the field fball yield no meat,
the flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and there be mo berd
sn the falls : yet will I rejoice im the Lord, I will joy in
the God of my falvation. As if by the fig-tree not blof-
foming, &c.was meant the chriftian’s graces not being in
exercife, and that then was the time to walk by faith,
to rejoice in the God of our falvation! That paffage
alfo concerning débrabam, who againft hope, believed in
bope,* has been underftood, as if to be ftrong in faith,
giving glory to God, like Abraham, was to maintain
an unfhaken perfuafion of the goodnefs of our ftate,
whether we have evidence or no evidence. '

So alfo that paffage in the fftieth of Ifaiah, has been
frequently brought tor this purpofe—#ko is among you
that feare:h the Lord, that obeyeth the woice of bis fervant,
that awalketh in darknefs, and bath no light ; let bim 1ruft
in the name of the Lord, and flay upom bis Ged. As
though a ftate of darknefs there, meant a ftate of mind

A3 wherein

# Romi. iv. 18,
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wherein a perfon could &fcerw no evidence whatever of
his being a good man, and as though fuch were there
encouraged to make themfelves eafy, leave the matter
with God, not doubting the goodnefs of their ftate.—
Our Lord’s rebuke to has been underftood in
the fame manner ; Becasfe thou baft sexn me thou baf
believed ; bleffed are they that bave wor sEEN, and
bave believed ;* as if a blefing fhould reft upon them,
who, deftitute of all difcernable evidence of their
chriftianity, neverthelefs believe it with an unfhaken
confidence. If this is to walk by faith, then faith muft
ftand oppofed to Jpiritual fight, or fpiritual difcernment.

I doubt not but there is fuch a thing as to live upon
frames, which ought to be guarded againft. If I
imagine, for inftance, that God changes as I change,
that he admires me one time and not another, or that
his great love, from whence all my hope of falvation
fprings, rifes and falls according to the ftate of my
mind. This is doubtlefs to difhonour God, as it ftrikes
at the fovereignty and immutability of his love. So if
I derive my chief confolations from refle&ing upon
what I am, inftead of refleing upon what Cbrif is,
this is to dithonour Chrift,. and may very properly
ftand oppofed to living by faith. But this is not the
common idea of living upon frames. It has been ufual
with many, to account that man to live upon frames,
who, when he is ftupid, and dark, and carnal, cannot
-be confident about the fafety of his ftate ; and him to
live by faith who can maintain his confidence in the worft
of frames. Allow me, brethren, to offer three or four
plain reafons againft this notion of the fubje&t. And

1. Faith is the only means of fpiritual difcernment,
and communion with God, and therefore cannot be
oppofed to them. Our beft frames are thofe in which
faith is moft in exercife, and our worft when it is the
leaft. Faith is the eye of the mind. It is that b
which we realize-invifible and fpiritual objeé&s, and fo
have fellowthip with God, Yes, it is by this grace that

we
® John xx. 29,
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we bebald the glery of the Lord, and are changed into the
fame image, from glory to glory, by the furit of sbe
Lord.® .

2. If faith is appofed to fpiritual difcernment and
communion with God, then it muft avort aleme; it muft
never a& in conjun&ion with any of thofe graces wherein
we feel our hearts go out to God, for this would be to
confound faith and fenfe together. But this is contrary
to fa®. When we have meft faith in exércife, we have
moft love, moft hope, mott joy, and fo of all the graces
—all fweetly a& in harmony together. Thus the
feriptures reprefent it, as ever accompanied by other

ces, efpecially by love, purity, and lowlinefs of
art. It is expre(sly faid to aerk &y love,+ and it
thould feem never works without it. It is alfo faid te
purify the beart.t 'The exercife of faith, therefore, and
the exercife of holinefs, can never be feparated. Equally
true isit, that it is ever attended with leavline/s of beart,
There are two inftances of faith recorded, which our
Lord particularly commended, faying-he had not feen
fuch great faith, no not in Ifrael : the one was the cafe
of the woman of Canaan, and the other of the Roman
centurion ; and both thefe were atttended with t
humility. The one was contented to be treated as a
_dag, aud the other thought bimfelf unworthy that Chrift
fhould come under his roof.§ A confidence unac-
companied with thefe, if it may be called faith at all,
feems nearly to refemble what the apoftle Fames called
Jfaith svithout works, which he pronounced to be dead,
BEING 4LONE.||

3. If faith is to be underftood in this fenfe, then it
not only works awithout, but costrary to other graces.—
The fcriptures encourage a fpirit of felf-examination
and godly jealoufy. Thefe are modeft and upright
graces, and conftitute much of the beauty of chriftiamty,
£xamine yourjelves whether ye be in the faith, fay the
infpired writers ; try your ownfelves!—Let us fear left a
promife being left us of entering into reff, any of us fhould

Seem
¥ 2 Cor. iii, 18, 1 Gal.v. 6. 1 A&ts xv. 9. § Matt. xv. 27, 28,
viii. 8, || Jam. ii. 17,
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Sem to come foort of it.—Let us pafs the time of osmr
Pyourning beve in fear.® But always to be confident of
the fafety of our ftate, let the work of fanctification
go on as it may, is not only unfriendly to fuch a fpirit,
ut fubverfive of it. Hence ’tds common with fome to
call every degree of godly jealoufy by the name of
snbelief, and to impute it to sbe enemy, yea to thun it,
and cry out againft it as if it were itfelf a devil. This is
not the moft favourable fymptom of an honeft heart.
Surely an heart truly upright would not wifh to receive
comfort itfelf but upon folid evidence; and where it
was learned to call fuch a fear by the name of umbelief
I know not ; 1 think I may fay, it never came from the
word of God. If the veracity of God were called in
queftion, no doubt it would be unhelief5 but the
ueftion at thofe times with a fincere mind, is not
whether God will prove faithful in faving thofe that
truft in him ; but whether he be indeed the fubjet of
that truft. His doubts do not refpe&t God, but him-
felf. Love and fear are the two great fprings and
uardians of right a&tion. When love is in exercife we
o not ftand in need of fear to ftimulate or guide us;
but when we are not conftrained by the former, it is
well for us to be reftrained by the latter. )

4, and laftly. Faith, in that cafe, muft be unfupported
by evidence.—God’s word affords us mno warrant to
conclude ourfelves interefted in his promifes, and fo in
a ftate of fafety, unlefs we bear the chara&ers to which
the promifes are made. We have no right, fqr inftance,
to apply to ourfelves that promife, Fear thou not, for I
am with thee: be not difmayed, for I am thy God: I will
Sirengthen thee, yea I cwill belp thee, yea 1 avill uphold thee
auith the right band of my righteou/nefi,+ unlefs we bear
the chara&er of the party therec addrefled. This is
exprefled in the foregoing verfe, But thou Ifrael art
My SERVANT, &c. lt, trom the real defire of our
hearts, we yield not .ourfelves ferwanss to God, no
impreflion of this paflage upon our minds can warrant
us to conclude that God is indeed our God, or that we

fhall

® 3 Cor. xiii. 5. Heb.iv, 1. 1Pet. i, 17, { Ifa. xli. 10,
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fhall be firengthened, helped, or upholden by him. So
al{o no man has any rightp::conclndc himfelf interefted
in that promife, J bave lowed tha with ax everlafing
love, therefore with loving Rindnefs~bave 1 drawn thets
unlefs he be fo draws f{om the love of fin, felf, and
the world, as to love God better than any of them all.
But if we are to hold faft the confidence of our fafety,
whatever be the condition of our mind, or the evils in
our condu®, then we are in that inftance to believe
without evidence. If the work of fan&ification be
the only feriptural evidence of our intereft in Chrift,
then in proportion to that work increafing or declining,
our evidence muft be ftrong or weak. When we
degenerate into carnality and indifference, it mu!l of
courfe diminith. To fay then that thofc ate the times
in which we exercife meft faith, is the fame as to fay
we excrcife moft faith when we have leaft evidc.nce;
and confequently it muft be a kind of faith, if it be
faith at all, that is unfupported by evidence.®

There

~ ® All true faith muft have TruTa for its foundation. That
faith to which the icripturcs promife falvation, is founded upon
€évidence, and that evidence is THE TgsTiMONY oF Gop. Hence
it is, with great propricty, by the apoitle defined the belicf of the
truth, 2 Thef, ii. 13. This dedpition includes more thin many
fc m to apprehepd. To Lelieve the truth in reality, is cordially to
credit the account that God bas given of himfkelf, cf us, of fin, of
Chrift, earth, heaven, &c. Whoever thus realizes divine truth,
muft, of neceflity, feel its influcnce. The fame apoftie tells us
that thofe who receive the ward as it is, find it effeifually to work
in them. 1 Thef ii. 13. Hence we are faid to be fanitified through
tee treihy to know the gruth, and be made JSreebyit. John xvi. 17,
viii. 33. 1 cannot bxlieve God to be that amiable, lovely bcing
wuich his word reprefents him tc be, wichout loving him. I can-
nc: believe myflelf to be that vile and worthlefs being that God
reprefints me to be, without abhorring myfelf in duft and athes.
I I really credit what God hath faid of the exceeding finfuinefs of
Gn, it is impoflible but that I fhould hate it, and perceive its
dreadful demerit, and plainly fee myfelf righteoufly condemned for
being a fubjeét of it. If I really believe the record that God hath
given of his Son, that is the fame thing as to think of his excellen-
cies in 2 meafure as God thinks of them, and in that cafe I cannot
but embrace him with all my heart, and venture my everlafting all
upon his atonement. If from my heart I believe what God hath
faid of the vanity of the prefent world, and the fubftantial blifs of
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'There are but two cafes that I recolle& in the whole
?ﬁ:m of true chriftian experience, which fo much as
eem to refemble this notion, and thefe are, in fa&t,

eflfentially

that to come---If I realize the emptinefs of all the enjoyments of
the former, and the cternal weight of i t{)thelatter,
lfhalngccﬂ'anly labour, not for the meat that peritheth, but for
that which endureth unto everlafting life. i

If this be a juft notion of faith, then it will follow, 1. That all
unconverted men are truly, and in the moft literal and proper [fenfe of the
word, unszLIzvERs. Whatever they may pretend, they do nos
realize what God has revealed of his own or their chara&er, of the
nature of fin and its dreadful demerit, of the excellence of Chrift,
of the vanity of this world, and the folid blifs of the next. Nor
€an this their unbelicf be removed but by their becoming entire
Rew creatures by a work of the almighty Spirit of God.---3. That
& mere cold affent to things, commonly called believing the doétrines of the
?d,. unaccompanied with love to them, or a dependence om Chriff for

vative, is wery far from being true ﬁiu aith. Let but the
dodtrines of the gofpel be reslly and nf lieved as God batd
revealed themy, and as before faid, it will be {mpoﬂ!ble but that we
fhould feel a2 determination to venture upon Chrift alone for falva-
tion, with all the proper effe@s of living faith. But perfons may
Profefs to belicve thofe dofrines when they do not, or may believe
them partially, but not as God hath revealed them. Yea, a perfon
may think thefe his profeffions to be true, and thefe his notions to be
juft, and yet be an infidel at heart. The Jews profefled to believe
Mofes, and no doubt verily thought they did, but our Lord told
them, Had ye believed Mofesy ye would bave believed mey for be wrots
of me. John v. 46. We are under a neceffity, therefore, of con.
cluding, that where thefe effects are not produced, the faith of fuch
perfons is in a great degree pretended,” and not real; and in that
degree in which it is real it is very fuperficial, it reaches only to the
thell of truth at fartheft, The effence and glory of the gofpel is by
them neither difcerned nor believed.---3. That all that confidence
which is unfuppsrtcd by evidence, tho’ keld foft by fo many, is not faith,
but prefumption, or delufion. If faith is the belief of the truth, then
whatever I believe ought to be a truth, and a truth fupported by
evidence, prior to, and independent of, my believing it. This is
certainly the cafe refpe@ting the excellency and all-fufficiency of
Chrift. He is what he is, whether I belicve it or not. However I
may difallow of him, he is chofen of God and precious. Whatever
real excellence I at any time difcern or believe to be in him, I only
believe the truth, and what would have been the truth if I had never
believed it. Faith, therefore, draws afide the vail, and difcovers
things in fome meafure as they are. . So, if that perfuafion that I
may have of my intereft in Chrift have any right to the name of faith,
it muft be a truth, and a truth capable of being proved by fcripture
svi.ence at the time,
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effentially different from it. One is that of rbe mof
eminent chriffians baving a general, and well-grounded
perfuafion of their intersft in Chriff, evem at fuch times
auberein they may mot experience thofa evident and fenfible
exercifes of grace awhick they do at other times. But
then, it is to be obferved, grace hath more ways than
one of being in exercife : the grace of love, for inftance ;
—ifome times it is exercifed in the moft tender and
affeCtionate feelings of the heart towards Chrift, longing
to be with, and to enjoy him in the world to come ; at
other times it works in a way of cheerful ferving him,
and promoting his intereft in the prefent world. This
latter may not fo fenfibly ftrike the perfon himfelf as
being an exercife of love, but perhaps it may ftrike
other people with fuperior evidence.

The induftrious peafant fitting in his evening chair,
fees his children gathering round him, and courting his
affetions by an hundred little winning ways. He looks,
and fmiles, and loves. The next day he returns to his
labour, and cheerfully bears the burden of the day in
order to provide for thefe his little ones, and promote
their intereft.—During his day’s labour he may not feel
his love operate in fuch fenfible emotions as he did the
evening before. Nay, he may be fo attentive to other
things, as not immediately to have them in his thoughts.
What then? he loves his children—indeed he gives
proof of it, by cheerfully enduring the toils of labour,
and willingly denying himfelf of many a comfort that
they might fhare their part; and were he to hear of
their being injured or afflited, he would quickly feel
the returns of glowing affe®ion in as ftrong, and
perhaps ftronger emotions than ever.

Thus the believer may have real love to God in
exercife, exciting him to a cheerful and habitual dif-
charge of duty, and a careful watch againft evil, and

et feel little or none of that defirable tendernefs of
cart which he at other times experiences. He has
grace in exercife, only it does not work in the fame way
as itdoes at fome other times ; and he in general enjoys
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a confcions fatisfalion that the more he knows of God,
his holy law, and glorious gofpel, the more he loves
them. During this he may have an abiding fatisfaltion
that things are right with him. But this is a very
different thing from a perfon at all events maintainin
the fafety of his ftate, yea and reckoning himfelf in fo
doing to be ftrong in Rith, giving glory to God, while
carnality governs his fpirit, and folly debafes his con-
verfation! .

The other cafe is, when, on a failure of evidemce
from a reflexion on paf# experiences, the believer has
recourfe to an immediate application to the Lord Jefus
Chrift, cafting himfelf direétly on his mercy, and re-
lying on his word, feeing he hath faid Him that comath
untome I will in mo wife caff out.® This cafe, no doubt,
often occurs. The belicver, rh;:}‘h the prevalence
of carnality, 1;:‘.ith' fome other tl:t’ too often finds
his evidences for glory fo obicured, experiences
will afford but fmall confolation. At a time, his
mind is either eafy, and carnaily difpofed—in that cafe
a few painful fears will do Rim no harm; or ecife
his heart 1s deprefled with perplexity and gloom—in
that cafe nothing is better than immediately to go to
Chrift as a poor finmer for falvation. This is the
fhorteft, and ’tis commonly the fureft way. It is not
beftin fuch a fate of mind, to ftand difputing whether
we have believed or no: be that as it may, the door of
mercy is ftill open, and the redeemer ftill fays, bim
that cometh to me I awill in no wife caft out. It is beft,
therefore, to make a freth venture of our fouls upon
him, that if we have never before trufted in him, we
may now.

This is no more than he has a warrass at any time
to do, let things be as they may with him. For though
internal qualifications are neceffary to our concluding
ourfelves satereffed in Chrift, yet it is not fo in refpett
of application to him. The perplexed foul need not ftay
to enquire whether he be fit to come to Chrift before
he ventures. It is not required that he fhould prc;:.re

is
¢ Joha vi. 37. —



(
Mis faiathhip eve he apphi 'esﬁ;rmemy,thaﬂitisen
be claims intereft in gofpel blefl - .thatnis
being a vile
and loft finner, and rber ishnotubebeonﬁdergaso;
gualification, giving bim a right to coms, but as a ftate
mind al to the a8 ithlf of coming.

Many a chriftian has found fweet reft to his foul by
fuch a direft application to6 Chrift ; ‘and furely it would
be much better for chriftians who go almoft all theis
life in painful perplexity left they fhould be miiftaken
at laft, if, inftead of perpetually porinﬁls on paft ex-
periences, they were to pradice more in this way. This
would’ ﬁxm?g them with prefent evidence, which is
much the beft, and what God beft approves, for he
loves to have us continue to exercife our graces, and
not barely remember that we have exercifed them fome
time or other heretofore. This in fome fort, may be
called 2 walking by faith, and not by fight, and in this
cafe faith may in fome fenfe be oppofed to fpiritual
fight. ’Tis oppofed to that difcernment which we
fometimes have of being true chriftians from a review
of paft experiences. But then this, let it be remembered,
is ever attended with prefent [piritual difcernment of
Chrift's excellence, and a longing defire after intereft
in him, and herein eflentially differs from what we
have been oppofing. Confidence in the one cafe is
nothing elfe but carnal fecurity, tending to make men
eafy without God; confidence in the other is an attual
venture of the foul afrefh en the Lord Jefus, encouraged
by his gracious teftimony. The fubje® of the one
confiders himfelf as an eftablithed faint; the other as
a poor loft finner, and deals with Chrift for falvation
juft as he did when he firft applied to him. To the
one, we fay, Be nat bigh minded, but fear ; to the other,
Fear not, thou fhalt sst be afpamed; nome ever trufted in
bim and avas confonsded! ‘

In whas fenfe then do we walk by faith and not by
fight? I anfwer, in general, walking by faith is A
GOING FORWARD IN THE WAYS OF GODLINESS, A

B INFLUENCED

;
f
:
E
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INFLUEKCED KOT BY SENSIBLE, BYT INVISIBLE
OBJECTS; OBJECTS, OF THE REALITY OF WHICH
WE HAVE NO RVIDENCE, BUT THE TESTIMONY OF
Gop. But perhaps faith may be confidered more
particularly as oppofite to fight in tbree fenfes, namely
to corporal fight, to the difcoveries of mere reafon,
and to ultimate vifion.

Firft. To walk by faith is oppofed to walking by
corporal fight. In this fenfe we fhall find it plentifully
ufed in t{ne eleventh chapter to the Hebrews, concerning
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and others. Thus
Abel by faith offered a more excellent offering than
Cain. God had faid in effe® once for all, that he
would neverfpeak nor be fpoken to in a way of friendfhip
by any of the human race, but through a mediator.
This was intimated, partly by man’s being debarred
from all accefs to the tree of life, by tie promife
of the woman’s feed, and partly by the inftitution of
facrifices. Cain overlooked all this, and appreached
God without an expiatory facrifice, as if there had been
no breach between them, and fo no need of an atone-
ment. This was an inftance of daring unbelief. Abel,
on the contrary, took God at his word, perceived the
evil of fin, and the awful breach made it—dared
not to bring an offering without a vi&im for atonement
—had refpe& to the promifed Mefliah—and thus by
faith in the unfeen lamb offered a more excellent offering
than Cain.

Thus alfo it is faid of Noab, by faith be being warned
of God of THINGS NOT SEEN as yet, moved with fear,
prepared an ark to the faving of bis houfe, by awbich he
condemned the world, &c. No doubt the world were
ready to defpife Noah while building his ark as an
enthufiaftic old man, that put himfelf to a deal of
trouble, and wanted to put other people to as much,
merely through a notion that ran in his head that the
world fhould be drowned. Why, was there any thin
in the world that looked like it, or feemed to porten
fuch an event? Nothing at all ; all things feemed to

. contuue
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continue as they were from the creation. What then
could induce Noah to do as he did? Nothing but the
teftimony of God, which he credited, and afted

accordingly.

So likewife it is faid of Abrabam when called to go
into another country, &y faith be obeyed, and awent out,
NOT KNOWING WHITHER HE WENT. A pretty errand it
would feem to his friends and neighbours. It'is poffible
foms of thefc obferving him preparing for a journey,
might eaquire whither he was going—Going? I am
going to a land which the Lord is to fbew me. ¢ And
have you ever feen this land ?’ No, I neither know the
country, nor a ftep of the way’to it. ¢ A fine tale
indeed! but feriouily, what in the world can move

ou to fuch an undertaking ?* I rely upon the tofizs.y
of God. He hath faid, get tiee out of thy country, ard
from thy kindred, umto aland THAT I WiLL SHEW THEE—
I take him at his word, and a& accordingly.

Thefe were cafes in point for the apoftle to quote.
The Hebrews feemed hardly contented with an usjeen
high prieft, an invifible religion. They had been ufed
to priefts and facrifices that they could hear, and fee,
am{) handle with their bodily fenfes. Like their fathers
by Mofcs, therefore, they were ready to fay of Jefus,
‘ we know not where he is gone, come, let us make us
a captain, and return to judaifm.” Judaifm? methinks,
fays the apoitle, true judaifm would condemn you. All
your foretathers acted upon a principle which you-feem
about to abandon. They walked by faith, not by
fight. They lived, they died-in the faith, even-in the
faith of that very Meffiah of whom you make fo light.

In this fenfe it is eafy to fee faith and fight are to be
taken in our Lord’s rebuke to Thomas, when he fays,
bleffed are they that bave not feen, and yet belicved. It is
as if he had faid, ¢ You think you have a&ed very
prudently ; but what muft the chriftian world do in
after ages if they a& upon your principle ? Chriftianity
in the whole of it will depend upon teftimony—whoever

"B 2 receives
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receives it after your death, yea in your life time befides
yourfelves, muft receive it upon your teftimony. Blefled
are they that fhall cordially fo receive it, and blefled
had you been Thomas, to have fet them the example
by believing the teftimony of your brethren.’

Faith may be confidered as oppofed in the #exz place
to the difcoveries of mere reafon, unaffified by revelation.
In this fenfe #® feems to be ufed in reference to
Sarab. Through faith fhe received ftrength to conceive
feed, and was delivered of a child when fhe was paft
;Fe, becaufe fbe judged bim faithful wbo bad promifed.®

ow Sarah fhould have a fon was not only indifcernable
by the corporal eye, but by an eye of reafon, fince it
muft be, if at all, entirely befide the common courfe
of nature. She had nothing to rely upon in this cafe
but the promife of God.

We do not fuppofe faith and right reafon to be o

fites; that be far from us. On the contrary, not

is more evident than that chriftianity is entirely a rationaﬁ
fyftem ; and it is its glory that 1t is fo. We fhould
never have been required to give g reafon for the hope
that is in us, if there had been no reafon to be given.
But though nothing in revelation be contrary to
right reafon, yet there are many things which our
reafon could never have found out, had they not been
made known by the fupreme intelligence. The plan of
redcwiption by Jefus Chrift, in particular, contains a
fet of truths which the eye had never feen, nor the
ear heard, nor had they entered the heart of man to
conceive, had not God revealed them to us by his
Spirit. For all the pleafure that we enjoy, brethren,
in contemplating thefe glorious truths, we are wholly
beholden to the teftimony of God. Indeed fo far are
they from being difcoverable by mere reafon, that every
blefling contains in it abundantly more than men or
angels could have afked or thought! It flaggers our
rcafon to receive it, evep now it is told us. At every

. {e
® Heb. xi. 31, P
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paufe we muft ftand and wonder, faying, Is THI1s THE

MANNER OF MAN, O Loep Jaznovan!

Not only was our reafon incapable of finding out
many truths before they were revealed, but even now
they are revealed they contain things above our com-
prehenfion. ’Tis one thing to fay {cripture is contrary
to right reafon, and another thing to fay it may exhibit
truths too great for our reafon to grafp.* God muft
have told us nothing about his own exaftence, and
infinite perfeQions, if he had told us nothing but what
we could comprehend. In this cafe it becomes us to
know our littlenefs, and bow our underftandings to
the fupreme intelligence. It is the moft rational thing
in the world fo to do. If God has faid any thing, we
ought to reft affured that fo itis. In thefecafeswe ought
to truft bis eyes, fo to fpeak, rather than our ewn, and
be content to walk by faith, and not by fight.

~ Once more. Faith may be confidered as oppofed to
ultimate wvifion.—The faints in glory are defcribed as
Jeeing Chrilt as be is—as knowing evem as they are kicavn

- B3 —and

* May not the great difputes which have taken place concerming
faith and reafun, as it one were oppofite to the othcr, have rifen in
.a great degree from ufing the term rea‘cn without defining it? The
word reafon, like the word underflanding, has two fenfes: fif, it
fignifies rbe firmefs of things. So the apoitles ufed it when they faid
¢ It is not reafon that we fhould leave the word of God, and ferve
tables;’- AQs vi. 2. that is, it is not fir, it is not proper.  Sccomd,
it fignifies our puwer, or caparity of reafoming, So it is faid of Ne-
buchadnezzar, that his reafon returned to him; Dan. iv. 36. that
is, his p.wer or capacity of reafoming. Now it is cafy to fee that the ¢
are two effentially different ideas : the one is perfe@ and immiutable,
remaining always the fame ; the other is thattered and broken by fin,
and liakle to a thoufand variations through blindnefs and prejudice.
No divine truth can ever difagree with the former, but it may be

oth above and contrary to the latter.

If people werc to talk in matters of fcience and philofophy as
fom: have affeéted to talk in religion, they would be treated as fools,
and ceemed unworthy of attention. A philofopher for inftance,
tclls an unlettered countryman that °tis generally thought that the
earth turns round every day upop #ts own axis, and not the fum
round the earth. The countryman replies, ¢ I don’t belicve a word
about it.”  Veuy likely, fays the philofopher, but why mot? ¢ It is
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—and as being citizens of a city where there thall be
n» night, and where they fhall need s casdle, neither
light of the fun, nor Light of the moem, rox rur Loap
Gop sHaLL BX THE LIGET THERROF.+ Our knowledge
of things there will be immediate, and intuitive, and
not through the medium of the word and ordinances,
as it is here. The facred feriptures are to us, with
veverence be it fpoken, like a letter from a diftant
friend, but when we come face to face ink and paper
poall be needed me more. However, for the prefent it is
satherwife. We are yet in the body, and while 4o, as
the apoftle obferves in the verfe preceding the text,
ave are abfent from the Lord, and muft be glad of thefe
helps. Our duty and intereft at prefent is to make
much of this letter, and be thankful that we can walk
it through this world, as &y a light ix a dark placs,
il we come to a better, where we &z.ll no more walk
by faith, but by fight.

‘Thus far [ have dwelt chiefly upon the zerms; but
that we may obtain a more comprehenfive view of the
thing itfelf, namely, of a chrifhan’s walking by faith,
let us take a view of a few of thofe ciscumitances and
fituations through which he has to pafs during the
prefent life. It is in thefe that faith, as well as every

other

eontrary to my reafen.” Contrary to your reafon, that may be, bue
I hope you don’t think every thing contrary to your reafon is contrary
to right reafon! - Were men of the greatett underftanding but to
confider that there is a far greater difproportion between fome truths
which refpeét the exiftence of God, and their capacitics, than be-
tween any truths belenging to human fcience, and the capacity of
the moft ignorant ruftic, they would be athamed to fay, ¢ fuch a
thing cannot be true becaufe it is contrary to my reafon.’

It is right, and ftands commended in {cripture, to apply our bearts
to underflanding ; but it is wrong, and ftands condemned in feripture,
yea by the fame pen, and in the fame page, to lcan to our own under-
fanding. See Prov. i. 2. iii. 5. So I apprehend it is right to ad-
here to rigks reafan, and to ufe all means to find out what it is;
but it is wrong, and prefumptuous, to fet up our reafon as a ftandard
competent to decide what is trutih and what is error, for tha: is the

fame thing as fuppofing that our idvas of fitnefs and unfitnefs always
accord with the real fitnefs of things.

1 1 John iii. 2. 3 Cor, xiik, 312, Rev, xxii. §. xxi. 23
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other grace, is exercifed. Allow me then to requeft
your attention, brethren, to four or five obfervations on’
the fubjet.

I. There are many D4RK 3R2430Ns 1IN Gob’s PROVI-
DENTIAL DEZALINGS WITE vs‘,ﬁix which ave m; SEX »9
way of efcape, mor  Jource o ort but THE
r::t’nﬁ‘onj;' ,:r Gon.-—zod’s ﬁ'le{n.d:”.{re not dif-
tinguifhed in this world by an exemption from trying
providences ; he views that, methinks, as too trifling
a badge of diftin&ion. They fhall be known by what
is far more noble and advantageous, namely, by patience,
obedience, fubmiffion, and divine fupport under them.
Moreover, as we profefs te be friends of God, and to
truft the falvation of our fouls, with all our concerns,
in his hands, he fees it pro‘gr to prove the fincerity of
our profeffions, and the ftability of our hearts. He
brings us into fuch circumftances, therefore, as fhall try
us whether we will confide in him or not.

Chrift has told his followers once for all, that aZ
power in beaven and earth is in bis bands—that he is bead
over all things to the church—that he will furely do them
good—that however things raay feem, o/l things fball
auork together for good to them that love God, and are
called according to bis purpofe—that as to temporal thihgs,
let them but traft in the Lord, and do good, and they pali
dwell in the land, and verily they fbali be fed—and as teo
eternal things, if they have a few light aflittions, they
fhall laft but as for a momens, and fhall aworé for them a
Jar more exceeding and cternal aweight of glory.®* 'Thefe
promifes feem eafy to be believed when things go
fmooth and pleafing ; and it is very natural for us, in
a day of profperity, to talk of thefe things, and try to
comfort thofe with them who are labouring in adverfity.
But the greateft trial is when it comes home to ourfelves,
Then ’ns well if we fall not under the reproof of
Eliphaz, Thy awords bave upbolden bim that awas JSalling,

and thos baft firengthened the feeble knees 5 but now it 4

come

Matt. xxviii. 18. Ep. i. 22. Gen. xxxii. 12, Rom. viii, 28,
P" xm‘i' 30 lCOl'o 1V| ’7.
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éome upon thee, and thon fainteft, it toncheth thee, and thew
art trowbled.+ 'Then, if ever, is the time for us to
walk by faith and not by fight.

We create to ourfelves darlings, and place much of
our happinefs in their enjoyment. God not unfre-
?ucntly takes thefe firlt away, as being moft his rivals.

f one child is more beloved than all the reft, if he muft
be cloathed with a coat of many colours, the coat muft
quickly be returned without the owner; yes, the period
muft foon arrive when it fhall be faid Fofepd js not !
Thefe, and a few more ftrokes of the kind, will try
Facob’s faith to the uttermoft; and he will find it hard
work to reconcile’ promifes with providences. ¢ 7hos
Jaidft I «will furely do thee good—but all thefe things are
againft me.’®* Ah, he fails! He fails like 4/apb in a
fimilar condition, who could not fee how God could be
good to Ifrael wwben avaters of a full cup avere arung out to
them.+ 'The Shunemitifb awoman will fet us a better.
example than either the patriarch or the prophet. I
it well? faid Elitha’s fervant, when her child lay dead
in her houfe—She replied, 11T 1s werLc.3 This was
in effet faying, ¢ whether I can fee it or not, I know
he doth all things well.” This is believing when we
cannot fee, taking God at his word againft all the
rebellion of fenfe and feeling. This is what Jacob
fhould have done, but O that Jacob had failed alone !
If to refemble him in this inftance would conftitute us
Ifraelites, we fhould be moft of us Ifraclites indeed!

We are often very thrifty in devifing plans for futurity,
and apt to promife ourfelves great degrees of happinefs
when they are accomplithed. Here it is common for
God to throw confufion upon our fchemes, and caufe
things to run in quite a different channel to what we
expeted. b, while in profperity, fat like a bird in
her well-feathered neft, and thought within himfelf
¢ I fhall live to enjoy numerous years of uninterrupted
profperity, to fee children’s children, and then go
down to the grave in peace ; or as he himfclf afterwards

in

1 Job. iv. 45 5. ¥ Gen. xlii. 36. 1 Ff. baxiiia 1 2 Kings iv. 26.
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in the bitter hour o;sle&ion exprefled it’b: %z
all die in s 1 waltiply gy days as t

‘ﬁnd, fo h?d.i?l‘ at laft, but tbe?e w‘ajs a melancholy
chafm in his life which he never expe@ed. Such there
are, more or lefs, in all our lives, and ’tis well if we do
not think hard of our beft friend in fuch fituations.
Some have been ready to afk, ¢Is this love? Is this his
doing who hath faid I will furely do tlhree good?’ Yes,
and you fhall fee it in the end, as 4/aph did, who after
he had been to God’s fan&uary, and faw things as they
were, went home it feems, and penned the feventy-third
p/alm, beginning it all in ecftacy, faying TruLy Gop
1s coop 1O Ismarr! Chriftians, how criminal, how
cruel that he that never failed us yet, fhould be fo
miftrufted as he is! It thould feem to fuggeft as if he
were fuch a God that we cannot truft him out of fight!

How amiable is that fpirit, how happy is that heart,
which in every fituation places unbounded confidence in
JEnovan’s word. Such may be hedged up on every
fide, and encompafied like Ifracl at the Red Sea, with

-feeming unfurmountable difficulties ; yet even here they
will follow Ifracl’s example, they will cry unto God, and
rely upon his mercy. If means can be ufed they will
ufe them ; if not, they will fand fill and fee the jalva-
tion of the Lord. Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faid the
Lord, that they go forward—go forward! they might
have replied, what, plunge ourfelves into the fea? Go
forward! what, leap at once into the jaws of deftruc-
tion? But nothing of this.—At firft indeed their faith
feemed to fail them, but they foon recovered themfelves,
Speak unto the children of Ifracl, faid the Lord, that they
g0 forward—they went—a way was made in the fea, and
a path in the mighty waters. Well may it be faid, 5 ¥
FAITH Ifrael ng'rd through the Red Sea!* Minds
thus difpofed might defy the united fources of worldly
forrow to render tirem unkappy. Let poverty ftare them
in the face, let pinching avant ftretch over them her
miferable fceptre, they have been known even here by
faith to break forth into fongs of praife. Thus fang

§ Job xxix. 18. 8 Heb. xi. 29. "
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good Habaktuk (and this evidently a to be his:
tuation, and not a ftate of fpiritwal dec ) Although
the fig-tree fball net blaffom, neither fball fruit be in the
Wines, the labour of the olive fball fail, and the field fball
yicld mo meat, the flock fball be cut off from the fold, and
there fball be no berd in the falls s—yet will 1 rejoice in the
Lord, my foul fhall be glad in the Goed of my falvation.
Thus alfo fang the church even in her captivity, when
her country was laid wafte, Jerufalem rafed to the
ground, and the temple burnt to athes, T4e Lorp is my
portion, faith my foul, therefore will I bope in HIMI®

II. In all our aPPROACHES TO, AND FELLOWSHIP WITR
CHRrIST, it is by FarTH in the account that God Bath gi%en
of bim in bis word. Chrift’s excellence, undertaﬁing,
and benefits, are ghe joy, and even the life of our fouls,
if we are true chriftians. But what evidence have we
of all or any of thefe? Yea, what evidence have we
that there is or ever was fuch a perfon as Jefus Chrift ?
or if there was, that he was the Mefliah, the Son of
God? We neither faw him live, nor die, rife again,
nor afcend to heaven. We never faw the miracles he
wrought, hor heard the voice from the excellent gloz
faying, ¢ This is my beloved fon, hear him.” We fpe
of his perfonal excellencies, divine and human, of his
love, zeal, righteoufnefs, meeknefs, patience, &c. but
what know we of them? We rejoice in his being con-
ftituted our furety to obey the law, and endure the
curfe in our ftead ; but how know we that fo indeed it
is? We glory in the imputation of his righteoufnefs,
and exult in the hope of being found in him, and being
for ever with him, faultlefs before his throne to ferve
him day and night in his temple; but on what do we
rely for all this? If our expeftations are but juft, truly
they are noble; but if groundlefs, extravagant. Are
they then well founded? Yes, THE TESTIMONY OF
Gob is the rock whereon they reft. He has told us by
the mouth of his fervants, the infpired writers, all that
is neceflary for us to know of the charaier, condud,
and errand of his Son; of every office he fuftained, and

every

® Lam. iii. 24.
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every end for which he came into the world. To all this
he has added, that ewbofeever believeth on bim foall net
perifp, but bave everlafling life.® So they preached, and
fo we have believed. We have, through grace, ventured
our everlafting aLt in his hands, nor is it in the hands
of we know not who: ave dxow awbom we bave trufied,
and that be is able to keep that awbich we bave commitied to
bim againft that day.t+ For though none of thefe things
are vifible to our mortal eyes, yet having evidence that
God hath faid them, we are fatisfied. We would as
foen truft God’s word as our own eyes. Thus we walk
like Mofes, as fecing bim wbhe is invifible, and thus an-
fwer to that defcription, «wbom baving NoT SEEN ye love,
iz whom, though mow ye fee bim mot, yet BELIEVING, ye
rejoice with joy snfpeakable, and full of glory.1

In all our applications to Chrift, we have to rely
merely upon the teftimony of God. Here is a poor
felf-condemned finner comes prefling through the crowd
of difcouraging apprehenfions, that he may touch the
hem of the redeemer’s garment, fo to fpeak, and be
made whole. As he approaches, one fet of thoughts
fuggett, how can {o great a finner hope for mercy? Is
it not doubtfu] whether there be efficacy enough in the
blood of Chrift itfelf to pardon fuch heinoys crimes?
¢ I know my crimes are heinous beyond expreflion,
replies the burdened foul, and I fhould doubtlefs give
up my cafe as defperate, but that I have heard of hi
that be is able to fawve to the uttermofft all them that come
unto God by bim.§ 1 will go therefore, who can tell ¥
As he goes, other obje&tions affail him, queftioning
whether Chrift can find in bis beart to accept of fuch
anone? ¢ { fhould think not indeed, rejoins the poor
man, but. he hath faid, HiM THAT COMETR uNnTO
ME [ wiLL 1N No wisE gAsT ouT—I know, were I
to confult nothing but my feelings, and only to fix my
eyes on the enormity of my fin, I thould utterly defpair;
but encouraged by u1s worp I will go forward—I will
walk by faith, not by fight—O, I hear him fay, Come
unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden—and ye

Jfball
® Johniii. 16. 1 2 Tim.i.12. § 1Pet.i. 8. § Heb. vii. 25,



( 24 )

fall fnd reft wmts your fouls ! This, this is what I wint!
ﬁ:ﬁ:mall that vex my foul, I will go in
the ftrength of the f.ord God !’

* I11. We bave to GIVE UP MANY PRESENT ENJOYMENTS
Jor Chrif’s fake, wherein ave bave mo visIBLE profped of
recompence, mene of any kind but <vhat ayifes from vHE
rrourse or Gop.—Self-denial is one of the initial
laws of Chrift’s kingdom. Far from enticing people
into his fervice by promifes of wealth, eafe and honour,
he fet out with this public declaration, Whefeever
avill be my difciple deny bimfelf, take up bis crofs and
Sallow me.+ But who would enter upon thefe terms?
Who would give up houfes, lands, friends, and reputa-
tion, and expofe himfelf to hardfhips, perfecution, and

2ath, for nothing? Yet many followed him, and that
to the day of their death; yea, and upon thefe very
terms too, they LEPT ALL, AND FOLLOWED HIM.
What then induced them? Did not they a& irrationally?
Prophets, apoftles, and martyrs ! what mean ye? Have
ye no re for yourfelves? What! are you deftitute
of the feelings of men? ¢ No fuch thing—we bave
refpec® unto the recompence of rewavd.’ Reward !—what
can that be ?—nothing furely below the fun, unlefs it
were every thing the reverfe of what is agreeable to
human nature! ¢ True, but our Lord has declared,
awhefoever foall forfake boufes, or brethrem, or fflers, or
Sfatber, or mother, or wife, or childrem, or lands, for my
name’s fake, fball receive an bundred fold, and inberit ever-

lafing life.®* We rely upon this, and this fupports us.”

God’s friends, in all ages, have forfaken fenfible for
“invifible enjoyments. Encouraged by confiderations
like thefe, Ruth forfook her father and her mother, and
the land of her nativity, and came to a people whom
fhe knew not. It was this that determined her to go
forward when, as Naemi told her, there were no earthly
profpetts before her. It was this made her refolve not
to go back with Orpab, but to caft in her lot with the
friends of the God of Ifrael. Tke Lord recompence tby

avork,
+ Matt. xvi. 24. * Matt..xix. 29.
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awork, faid Beax to her afterwards, axd & full reward pe
Ziven thes of the Lord Ged of Ifradl, under whofe wings
thou art come to traff! +

b}

The fame things influenced Mofes, it feems to refuf:
a crown. It has been thought that in virtue.of his
adoption he might have been king of Egypt} but that
throne not only like other thrones expofed him that fat
thereon to numberlefs fnares, but probably was inac-
ceffible to any but who would continue the fyftem of
idolatry and oppreflion. In that cafe for Mofes to
have been king of Egypt muft have becn to have
facrificed a good confcience, defpifed a crown of -glory
that fadeth not away, and united 1n perfecuting his own,
and the Lord’s people. Mofes feems fully to have
weighed this matter. The refult was, he refufed 1o £e
called the fon“of Pharaok’s daughbter, cbufing rather to
Juffer afflidion awith the people of God tham to enjoy the
pleafures of fin for a Jeafon ; eficeming even the reproach }f/’
Chrif greater riches than the treafures in Egypt. He
freely, therefore, leaves the life of a courtier—avows
himfelf the friend of the poor defpifed captives—and
dares to retire into Midiaa to live the life of an obfcure
fhepherd. I fay he dared to retire, for it required a
greater degree of fortitude thus to deny himfelf, than
to ftand in the front of the hotteft battle. . But &y faith
be forfook Egypt, and went and lived a ftranger in a
ftrange land, for be endured as fesing bim who is invifible
—Yyes, be bad refpet unto the recompence ¢of reward.®

In fhort, through this the holy tribes of martyrs in
all ages loved not their lives unto death. By faith in
inviﬁile realities, as the apoftle to the Hebrews largely
proves, they bore all manner of cruelties, not accepting
deliverance itfelf upon dithonourable conditions ; fur-
fered all kinds of deaths with unremitting:fortitudc,
and in fome fort like their glorious leade?; triumphed
over principalities and powers when they fell.’

Indeed every man in the world may be faid to walk
either by faith or by fight. There is not only a giving
C up

4+ Ruthii, 11, 12, * Heb. xi, 24--27. -
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up fenfible for invifible enjoyments by aZsally partisg
«vith them, but by wot fetting enr bearts upon them as our
chief good. This may be done where there is no call
aually to give them up, and is done by all real chriftians
in the world. Men whofe chief confifts in the
profits, pleafures, or honours of this life, live by fight -
they derive their life from objets before their eyes,
having neither patience nor inclination to wait for a
portion in the world to come. But good men, as well
the rich as the poor, derive their life from above, and
fo live by faith ; their life is bid with Chrift in God.®

Perhaps here, as much as any where, is requirtd the
peculiar exercife of faith. For one aQually divefted of
carthly good to look upward, and fet his heart on things
above, 1s faith; but for one ftill pofleflfed of this, one
on whom providence fmiles, profpering him in all he fets
his hand to, blefling him with wafe and children, houfes
and lands in abundance, for him to exercife fuch a
degree of indifference to all thefe, as to derive his
chief happinefs from invifible realities, this is faith
indeed! This feems to have been exemplified in
Abrabam, and others of the patriarchs. Of him it is
faid, by faith be fojourned in the land of promife, as in a
Sirange country.4+ How is this? We don’t wonder when
he and Sarah went into Egypt on account of a famine,
that he fhould confider himfelf a jfojourner there;} but
how 1is it that he fhould do fo in Caraax, the land of

romife, his own eftate as it were? The next verfe
informs us—for be looked for a city awbhich bath foundations,
abofe builder and maker i1s God.—So Facob, when before
Pharaoh, called his whole life a pilgrimage,§ though
tbe far greater part of it was fpent in the land of
promife ; and they that fay fuch things, adds the apofile,
declare plajuly that they feek a counstry. Though God had
given them the good land, they would not make it their
chief good. They could not be contented with this
Canaan, but longed for another. Noble fouls! bid
them lift up their eyes eaftward, and weftward, and
S | northward

* Col iii. 3. 4 Heb. xi. 9, 10, 13, 14, 16. 1 Gen. Xxii. 11,
§ Gen. xlvii. 9.
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northwatd, and fouthward, and tell them all they can
fee is their own ; ftill they will not live by fight, but by
faith—tbey will defire a better country, that is, an beavenly

one.

IV. There are many low and diftrefing feafons to avbich
the cavrca or Gob is fubjel, in which there is little or
visiBLE ground ef emcomragement, fcarcely any but avbat
arifes from THE ProMIsE o Gop.——The whole church
of Gc;d, as v;lell ?s individuals,ﬁha; ir:l all ages, ‘l}ad its
day of adver et over againft the day of profperity.
Iﬁzlel, after tlzir deliverangcael from Eg))"pt, :ll)nd r;'ittlc--
ment in Canaan, enjoyed pretty much profperity,
efpecially in the days of Davig and Solomon. Eﬁt by
a feries of provocations after that, they procured to
themfelves tﬁe Babylonifh captivity. At that melancholv

riod, thofe amongft them that feared the Lord muft

fuppofed to be all indarknefs. Jerufalem laid walte
—the temple burnt with fire—Judah carried captive—
ah, what becomes of God’s intereft in the world! The
JSoundations of his vifible kingdom feemed to be Lid in
the boly mosntains round about Jerufalem; if thefe are
deftroyed, what can the righteous do? They had long
fighed and cried for the idolatrous abominations of
their countrymen, and prayed, and hoped that mercy
might be lengthened out; but now all feems over.
For their idolatry, they muft go and have enough of
idolaters! They that feared thei?ord mutft alfo go with
them. By the rivers of Babylon they muft go and fit
down. Thofe that had been ufed to found the high
praifes of God in Zion, muft now hang their harps
upon the willows, as having no ufe for them! Nor is
this the worft; they muft be taunted, and their Gop
derided by their infulting Lords. ¢ Come, fay they,
fing us one of the fongs ot Zion,"—as if they had faid,
¢ Now fee what your religion has availed you! This
was your favourite employ, and thefe the fongs wherc-
with you addrefled your deity, in whom you confided to
deliver you out of our hands—what think you now ?’—
Poor Zion! She jpreadeth forth ber bands, but there is

Cz2

none
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mone 10 comfort ber. The Lord bath commanded, that ber
adverfaries fbould be round about ber—her captive foas can
only remember Jerufalem, and weep! .Khs. bow can
they fing the Lord’s fong in a firange land !

But is there no help from above? is there no phy-
fician there? Yes, the God whom Babel derides, but
Judah adores, looks down, and fees their affli&ion.
To his ditheartened friends in this fituation, he addrefles
himfclf, faying, #bo is among you that feareth the Lord,
that obeyeth the woice of bis fervant, that walketh in
darknefs, and bath no light ? let bim truft in the name of; the
Lord, and flay upon bis God,®*—as if he thould fay; * For
a feafon you muft walk by faith, and not by fight ; but
truft me, that feafon fhall foon be over. Seventy
vears, and Babylon fhall fall, and Judah retutn!” By
thefe declarations, the church was encouraged in her
captivity, and furnithed with an anfwer to her infulting
foes :—yca, and what is wonderful, breaks forth into
one of the Lord’s fongs in a ftrange land! (Hearken,
O Babel, to on:of the fougs of Ziom!) Rejoice not againft
mes O mine enemy, awben f Sall 1 fball arife ; when I fit in
darknefs the Lord will be a light unto me! I awill bear the
indignation of the Lord, becaufe I bave finned againft bim,
wrtil be plead my caufe, and execute judgment for me : be
will bring me forth to the light, and I fball bebold bis
righteoufnef:. Then foe that is mine enemy fball fec it, and
Jkame fhall cover ber that faid unto me, where is the Lord
thy God ? ¢

This is encouraging to us as churches, and as miniflers.
We have, in many cafes, to walk in darknefs, and have
no light, and to go on in our miniftrations in a great
dcgree like the prophet Ifaiah, lamenting that fo few
have believed our report, fo few to whom the arm of
the Lord has been revealed. When death removes
worthy chara&ters, we muft fometimes live and lament
to fee their places unoccupied by others of the like
charaéter : and what is worfe, inftead of increafe by
Chrift’s conquefts, we muft fometimes live to fee a

decreafe
3 If. L. 10. 4+ Mic. vii. 8, 9, 10,



( 29 )

decreafe by the conquefts of the evil one! Many a
faithful minifter has had to preach year after year, till
either by public fcandals, or private difgufts, many of
his le have gone off, and walked no morg with
him. But let him then remember the teftimony of
God, Him that bomouretb me will I bomour 4*—let him go
on, and faithfully difcharge his duty, whether they wiil
hear, or whether they will forbear—Ilet him, and thofs
that are with him, walk by faith, and not by fight. It
often proves, that after fuch a night of weeping, comes a
morning of rejoicing. Let us not be difcouraged ;
better breath than our’s has been fpent apparently in
vain. Our Lord himfelf feemed to labour in vain,
and to fpend his ftrength for nought; but he com-
forted himfelf in this, (herein leaving us an example)
Thongh Ifrael be not gathered, yet fball I be glorious in the
eyes of the Lord, and my God fball be my firength.+

This may encourage and dire& us in larger concerns;
concerns which refpe the wbole intereff of Chriff in the
world. If we compare the prefent ftare of things, or
even the paft, with the glorious prophecies in the word
of God; furely we cannot think, that all is yet accom-
plithed. By thefe prophecies, the chriftian church is
encouraged to look for great things at fome period or
other of her exiftence. She is taught to look for a
time when the earth fball be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the fea—when a nation
Joall be borm at once—when the kingdoms of this aworld
Soall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of bis Chrift
—and he fall reign fiom fea to fea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth. But furely for the
prefent, though great things upon the whole have been
done in the world, yet no(ghin g like this has ever come
to pafs. Inftead of the world being conquered, vrhat
a great part yet continues to ftand it out againit him.
Heathenifm, Mahometanifm, Popery, and Infidelity,
how extenfive ftill their influence! In all probability,
not a fingle country, city, town, village, or cougre-
gation, has ever yet been brought wholly to fubmir to

Cs Chriit!
* 18am. ii. 30 1+ If. xlix. .
T IL xi. 9. Ixvi. 8. Rev.xi. 15. Pf. Jxxii. 8.
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Chrift! Nay, is it not very rare for him to find in any
one fo many real friends as to make even a majority in his
favour? May not the chriftian church, then, for the
prefent, adopt that language, We bave been avith child,
we bave as it were broxg /brrb wind, we bave not wronght
any deliverance in the earth, meither bave the inbabitants of
the aworld fallen ?®* What then? fhall we defpair?
God forbid! The vifion is yet for an appointed time,
at the end it fhall fpeak, and not lie, though it tarry
wait for it, it will furely come, it will not tarry—and
mean while, tbe juft fball live by faith.+ ;

Let us take encouragement in the prefent day o
fmall things by looking E:rward, and hoping for better
days. Let this be attended with carnef and wswited
prayer to him by whom Jacob mutft arife. A life of
faith will ever be a life of prayer. O brethren, let us
pray hard for an outﬁouring of God’s Spirit upon
our minifters and churches, and not upon thofe only of
our own connexion and denomination, but upon a// that

in every place call upon the mame of Fefus Chriff our Lord,
beth their’s and our’s!

V. Our bope of a BETTER STAYE WHEN TEIS IS OFER is
buil: on faith in God’s teflimony. 'We have nro fort of
evidence but this that any fuch ftate exifts. We cannot
fee any thing of the kind, or aught from which we can
infer it. We cannot learn it from any of our fenfes.
Reafon itfelf could never have found it out. Reafon
might have tau‘g:t us the idea of a furure flate, but
not of a future ftate of th} Though much might be
argued from the fitnefs of things, to prove that man is
not made barely for the prefent life, yet nothing could
be drawn from thence to prove that redels againit the
fupreme being fhould live in a ftate of eternal felicity :
—no, for this we are wholly indebted to the avord of the
promife. Hence faith is faid to be tbe svssTaNCE,
GROUND, or FOUNDATION of things b;ped for.3 Affording
us not only a firm perfuafion of their reality, but a
kind of prefent poffeffion of them. Influenced by this we

become
* If, xxvi. 8. 1 Hab.ii. 3, 4 1 Heb. xi. 1.
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bacome dead to the prefent world, and foin a fort over-
come it, and at length At dewn with Chyriff in bis threa:,
as be bath dvercome, and is fer down awith bis Father
in bis throne.§

We will now, in the fecond place, add a few words
on the importance of fuch a life. If, all things
confidered, it would have been beft for us to have
always feem our way before us, to have been guided,
fo to fpeak, with our own eyes, and not to have im-
plicitly followed the direions of God, no doubt fo it
would have been. But he who perfeétly, and at once
faw the beginning and end of all things, judged other-
wife. With the higheft wifdom, no doubt, formed
the refolution, zbe jny! /ball Live by faith. It may be
impoffible for us, in the prefent ftate, to find out all
the reafons for this refolution, but two or three feem to
prefent themfelves to view.

1. Such a life brings grear glry to God.—Confidence
is univerfally a medium of honour. To confide in a
fellow-creature, puts honour upon him in the account
of others, and affords a pleafure to himfelf ; efpecially
if he be a wife and upright charadter, as it gives him
an opportunity of proving his wifdom and fidelity.
Though the great God cannot be zade more honour-
able than he 1s by any thing than we can do, yet his
honour may by this be made more apparenr. We
honour him fo far as we form juft conceptions of him
in our own minds, and a& fo as to give juft reprefen-
tations of him to others. God is gracioufly pleafed
to declare that be takes pleafure in thofe that bope in bis
mercy—and why? furely, amongft other things, for that
it gives him occafion to difplay the glory of his grace.
And as he takes pleafure in thofe that hope in his
mercy, and rely upon it; fo he takes pleafure in
ordering things fo that we may be put to the trial
whether we will rely on him or not. It was this
induced him to lead Ifrael through the wildernefs, rather

than by the ready road to Canaan. He knew tl:leé

WO
§ Rev. iii. 21,
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would be iz faZ degendent upon him, let them be
where they would; but they would not be f£sfibie of
that dependence, nor have fo much opportunity of
entirely trufting him in any way as this, and fo it
would not be fo much for the glory of his great name.
He therefore would lead a2 whole nation, with all their
little ones, into an inhofpitable defart, where was
fcarcely a morfel of meat to eat, and in many places
not a drop of water to drink—a land of defarts and
of pits, of fcorpions, and fiery flying ferpents—here,
if any where, they muft be fenfibly dependent on God.
They muft be fed and preferved immediately” from
heaven itfelf, and that by miracle, or all perifh in a
few days ! Here God muft J{)pear to be what he was—
here m'ercy and truth muft appear to go with them
indeed !

What an Oﬁportunity had they afforded them ta
have walked thofe forty years by faith, what grounds
for an entire confidence were afforded them ; but alas,
their faithlefs hearts Pervcrted their way, and in the
end proved their ruin! Ten times they tempted God
in the defart, till at length he fware concerning that
generation, that for their unbelief they fhould die in
the wildernefs, and never enter his reft. Few, if any,
befides Fofbua and Caleb, would dare to truft him,
notwithftanding all his wonders, and all his mercies !
They, however, for their part, took hold of his ftrength,
and thought themfelves abl, having Gop on their fide,
to encounter any thing! Their fpirit was to walk by
faith and not by fight, and herein it is eafy to fee how
they glorified God.

O brethren! let THe cLoryY or Gob lie near our
hearts ! Let it be dearer tq us than our deareft delights!
Herein confifts the criterion of true love to him. Let
us, after the noble example of Fofua and Caleb,
ForLow THE LorDp FoLLY.* Let us approve
of every thing that tends to glorify him. Let us be
reconciled to his condu&, who jfuffereth us to bunger that

we
® Numb. xiv. 24.



( 33 )

ave may know that man lives not by bread alome, but by
every avord that procecdeth out of the mouth of God.+ 1f
he bring us into hard and difficult fituations, fituations
to an eye of fenfe impoffible to endure, remember it is
that he may give us an opportunity of glorifying him,
by trufting him in the dark. The more difficuit the
trial, the more glory to him that bears us through,
and the greater opportunity is afforded us for proving
that we can indeed truft him with a/ our concerns ;
that we can trut him when we cannot fee what he is
about.

Thofe very much dithonour God who profefs to truft
him for another world, but in the common difficulties
of this are perpetually murmuring, peevith, and dif-
truftful. How different was it with 4brabam in offering
up his fon Ifaac. What, offer up lfaac! his fon, his
only fon of promife! Is not the Meffiah to fpring out
of his loins? What will become of all the nations of
the earth who are to be blefed in him ?—How natural
and excufable might fuch queftions have feemed ; much
more fo than’moﬁ of our obje&tions to the divine con-
du@. Senfe, in this cafe, had it been confulted, muft
have entered a thoufand protefts. But the father of the
faitbful confulted not with flefh and blood, not doubting
but God knew what he was about, if he did not.—
(O that we may prove ourfelves the children of faithful
Abraham.) dgainf bope, in appearance, ke believed in
hope of divine all-fufficiency, fully perfuaded that what
God had promifed he was able to perform—he ftretched
his obedient arm, nor had he recalled it had not heaven

interpofed—he was frong in faith, GIVING GLORY TO
Gob.

2. It is produétive of grear goed to us.—~The glory of
God, and the good of thofe that love him (thanks be
to his name!) always go together. It is equally tc
their benefit as to his honour, for inftance, to e /low
before him, and to feel their entire dependance upon him.
It 15 effential to the real happinefs of an intelligent

creature¢
1 Deut. viii. 3.
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creatute to be in its preper place, and to take a com-
placency in being fo. But nothing tends more to cul-
tivate thefe difpofitions than God’s determining that
we at prefent fhould walk by faith, and not by fight.
Faith, in the whole of it, tends more than a little to
abafe the fallen creature; and to walé by faith, which
is as much as to acknowledge that we are blind, and
muft fee with the eyes of another, is very humbling.
The obje@s of our defire being frequently for a time
with-held, and we, during thofe times, reduced to fuch
fituations wherein we can /e no help, and fo obliged to
repofe our truft in God, contributes more than a-little
to make us feel our dependance upon him. Agur faw
that a conftamt fulnefs of this world was unfriendly to
a fpirit of entire dependance upon God, therefore he
prayed Give me not ricbes—Ileft 1 be full and deny thee.®
Whatever tends to bamble and #ry us, tends to do us geod
in the latter end.

Great and wonderful is the confolation that fuch a
walk affords. In all the viciffitudes of life, or horrors
of death, nothing can chear and fortify the mind like
this. By faith in an unfeen world we can endure in-
juries without revenge, affliGtion without fainting, and
lofles without defpair. Let the nations of the earth
dath, like pottherds, one againft another; yea, let
nature itfelf approach towards its final diffolution ; let
her groan, as being ready to expire, and fink into her
primitive nothing ; fiill the believer lives! His all is
not on board that veffel! His chief inheritance lies in
another foil !

¢ His hand the good man faftens on the fkies,
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl !’

3. It will make wifion the faveeter—It affords a great
pleafure when we make a ‘venture of any kind, to find
ourfelves at laft not difappointed. If a confiderate man
embark his all on board a veffel, and himfelf with it, I'ge
may have a thoufand fears ere he reaches the end of his
voyage ; but thould he, after numberlefs dangers, fafely

armnve,
* Prov, XXX. 9. 4+ Deut. viii. 16.
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arrive, and find it not only anfwer, but far exceed his
expeQations, his joy will be then far greater than if he
had run no h at all. What he has gained will
feem much f{weeter than if it had fallen to him in a
way that had coft him nothing. Thus believers ven-
ture their all in the hands of Chrift, perfuaded that he
is able to keep that which they have committed to him
againft that day. To find at laft that they have not
confided in him in vain, yea, that their expeations
are not only anfwered, but infinitely outdone, will
furely enhance the-blifs of heaven. The remegabrance
of our dangers, fears, and forrows, will enable us to
enjoy the heavenly ftate, with a degree of happinefs
impoffible to have been felt if thofe dangers, fears, and
forrows had never exifted.

My hearers! We all of us either live by faith or by
ﬁfht; either upon things heavenly or things earthly.
If upon the former, let us go forward ; on the word of
a Gop, everlafting glory is before us! But if upon
the latter, alas, our ftore will be foon exhaufted! All
thefe dear delights are but the brood of time, a brood
that will foon take to themfelves wings, and with her
that cherithed them, fly away. Oh, my hearers ! is it
not common for many of you to fuppofe that they who
live by faith in the enjoyments of a world to come, live
upon mere imaginations ?. But are ye not miftaken ?
*Tis your enjoyments, and not their’s, that are ima-

inary. Pleafures, profits, honours, what are they?
‘The whole form only a kind of ideal world, a fort of
fplendid few, like that in a dream, which when you
awake is all gone! At moft ’tis but a fafbion, and a
fathion that paferb away.* To grafp it is to grafp a
fhadow, and to feed upon it is to feed upon the wind.
O that you may turn away your eyes from beholding
thefe vanities, and look to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and

the fubftantial realities beyond the grave, for your
never-failing portion !

But if not, if you ftill prefer this world with its en-

joyments
® 1 Cor. vii. 31, yments
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oyments, to thofe which are heavenly, how juft wilt it
{)e for the Lord Jefus to fay to you at the laft great day,
¢ Depart ! - Depart, ye have had your reward! Yo have
had your choice, what would you have? You never
chofe me for your portion—jyou in effe® faid of me
and my mtercf{o we will have no part in David, nor
mhentance in the fon of Jefle; fee to thyfelf, Dand ’
Ah, naw, fee to thyfelf, finner!

" Chriftians—minifters—brethren—all of us! let us
realize the fubje&. Let us pray, and preach, and hear,
and do every thing we do with eternity in view! Let
us deal much with Chrift and invifible .realities. Let
us, whenever called, freely deny ourfelves for his fake,
and truft him to make up the I)c;fs Let us not faint
under prefent difficulties, but confider them as oppor-
tunities afforded us to glorify God. Let us be afhamed
that-we derive our happinefs fo much from things be
low, and fo little from things above. In one word,

let us fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on
cternal life!

L 4
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Upon a motion being made at the affociation at
Nottisgham, Fune 3, 1784, for meetings of prayer,
for the revival of religion, and the extending of
Chrift’s kingdom in the world, it was agreed, that
in all our churches we would at leaft fet apart an
hour on the firft Monday evening in every calendar
month, to meet together in our refpe&ive places, as
propofed at the end of the Circular Letter. It has
fince been thought defirable by fome of the minifters,
that fomething fhould be publithed by way of per-
fuafion, to excite us to real earneftnefs in . this im-

ant bufinefs. At their requeft the following
thoughts are fubmitted to confideration.®

PERSUASIVES

TO A

General UNION inextraordinary PRAYER,
" REVIVAL and EXTENT

or

REAL RELIGTION.

Addrefled to the churches in the Leiceferfbire and
Northamptonfbire affociation, and to any others who
love and lo:f for the coming of Chrift’s blefled

kingdom, and whofe hearts may be inclined to unite
in feeking its welfare.

Cbhriftian bretbren !

HE bufinefs, for the promotion of which thefe

few hints are with all due refpe recommended

to your candid attention, is fuch, that we are perfuaded
D ' you
* Thefe prayer-meetings have been kept up in our churches now

fqr nearly feven years, during which period feveral other churches of
different denominations bave united in obferving them. Brother
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you will chearfully unite in it. Indeed it would be
unfriendly in us to fufpe& your readinefs to fo good a
work. Neverthelefs, conﬁdenng the backwardnefs and
inattention common to us all in this world, you will
not think it fuperfluous in this cafe to urge a few
motives, if it might be to ftimulate us to wreftle hard
with God. We with you then, and ourfelves with you,
ferioufly to attend to the following confiderations.

I. Confider Cbriff’s readinefs to bear and anfwer prayer,
efpecially on thefe fubjects. We are greatly miftaken if
we imagine our Lord Jefus takes no pleafure in his.own
work, but is loath to profper it, only that he is per-
fuaded by us, or does it to obhge us. He takes
infinitely more pleafure in it than we do ; and when he
does it in anfwer to our prayers, it is that we may be
encouraged, and that his favours may be thanktully
received. Chrift takes care to let us know how ready
he is to hear prayer, efpecially in behalf of his own
caufe, in that he dire?s us to pray for thefe bleﬂings H

ea he even commands us to pray for the coming of his
iln dom before we afk for our #aily bread ;—and to
Seek ﬁ fﬂ THE KINGDOM oF Gobp, and bis righteou/nefs,
promifing that all other things fhall be added unto us.*

Indeed it may well be fuppofed that Chrift’s heart is
in this work, for he laid down his life as a ground:where-
on to rear the ftru&ure. The foundation of this glorious
kingdom was laid in blood, not like too many earthly
kingdoms, in the blood of the conquered, but of the
conqueror. Yes, he died that he might live and fee a
numerous feed of converts; and might prolong bis days,
or lengthen out his holy and hapiy kingdom. When
he afcended into heaven, and t the government of
all worlds into his hands, it was with a view to the

carrying
Sutcliff, of Olney, has re-publithed Prefident Epwarps’s Humble
Attempt to promote Union in Prayer for the Revival of Religion; in
order to excite a more general agreement in this needful pra&xce,
that excellent pamphlet has been recommended by cur own and
by the #’¢ffern Baptift Affociation. It is fold by A4/, Litte Tower-

ftreet; Burton, Newington-Caufeway ; and Vernor, in Birchin-lanc.
Price Nin¢-pence, * Matt. vi. 10, 33.
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carrying on of this blefled caufe. He became bead
over things, but it was to the church, that he might
caufe every thing to fubferve her welfare.

And now having thus died to lay the foundation of
his kingdom, and thus long prefided over all the king-
doms of the world to 'ri%een things for it, it would
very ftrange indeed if he were indifferent about it!
So far from that, nothing feems to lie fo near his heart,
He is pleafed to look upon the converfion of finners as
reward enough for all his forrows, as fufficient to make
him forget all kis trials! As a woman, as foon as the
is delivered from travail, remembers no more the anguifh
for joy that a man child is born into the world, fo it is
faid be flall fee of the travail of bis foul, and fball ke
satisriep! Yes, chriftians, fo far is he from bein
reluctant to grant us thefe requelts, that he is pleafed
in thefe matters not only to command xs to af, but to
reprefent himfelf as waiting to be gracious, yea as being
at our command, as ready to beftow thefe mercies when-
ever we fhall earneftly pray for them. Tbus faith the
Lord, the boly one of Ifracl,—afk me of thimgs to come
concerning my fons; and concerning the awark of my bands
command ye me! See how intent he is upon what
concerns his fons, and the avork of his bands. O let us
not be backward on our part—If this will /atisfy him,
let him be fatisfied! If he is thus ready to hear; let
us not be backward to afk!

1I. Conlfider avhbat the Lord bas deme in times paft, and
that in anfwer to prayer. When Ifrael, who was God’s
church at that time, was in Egypt, and things looked
very dark indeed, they cried, and the Lord heard their
cry, and came down to deliver them. Their deliverance
was the extending of Chrift’s kingdom, and God over-
threw Pharoah and all his hoft for fetting themfelves
againft it. 'The church in after ages, when in her low
eftate at Babylon, is reprefented as making ufe of this
as a plea with God. ‘Thus they cry to him, Aawake,
awade, put on flrength, O arm of the Lord—awake as in
ancient days, in the gencrations of old—art thou not it that

Cz2 bath
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bath cxt Rabab, and weunded the dragon? Art thon net
it awbich bath dried the fea, the waters of the great decp,
and bath made the depth of the fea a way for tﬂ ranfomed
to pafs ever? And was their prayer anfwered? Yes,
the Lord prefently replied—¢ I am the Lord thy Ged that
divided the fea, whofe wawes roared, THE LORD OF HOSTS
o5 bis mame’—Y ea, as a kind of echo to their requett,
¢ Awake, awake, fland up O FTerufalem wwbich baft drunk
at the band of the Lord the cup of bis fury——T bus faith
thy Lord Fruovan, and thy God that pleadeth the caufe of
bis people, bebold I hawve taken out of thine band the'cup of
trembling, the dregs of the cup of my fury, and thou foals
no more drink it again. See Ifa. li. 9, 17, 22.

While Judah groaned beneath Babel’s yoke, Daniel
fet his face three times a day towards Jerufalem; at
length his prayers and fupplications are heard, and an
angel is fent to comfort him, yea and to inform him that
at the beginning of his fupplications the commandment
in favour of Judah came forth. And now God’s
condué¢t towards Pharoah and Kis hoft fhall be aed
over again towards Belthazzar and his. Yes, he not
onli: gave Egypt and Ethiopia, but Babylon for their

anfom.

The church of God was reduced exceedingly low juft
before the coming of Chrift, but what was the condu&
of 'thofe few that were on God’s fide? Some of them
are diftinguifhed by the charaéter of thofe who rooxEp
FoR redemption in Jerufalem, and others are faid to have
coninned in prayers night and day. At length, through
the the tender mercy of God, their prayers were
anf{wered, and the day fpring on high <vifited them !

Juft befere that great out-pouring of the Spirit on
the day of Pentecoft, the church was in a low and
difconfolate condition, having loit Chrift’s perfonal
prefence: however, they united with one accord in
ardent prayer, in an upper room, to the number of
about an hundred and twenty. Prefently, and their
light brake forth as the morning—a little one becomes
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a thoufand, and a fmall one a firong nation. Thou-
fands are converted by a ﬁngle fermon, and fatan falls
before the gofpel of Chrift like lightning from heaven.
Might we not make the fame ufe of thefe glorious
works of God, with fome others in that day, as Judah
did in Babylon of what God had done for them in
Egypt ? Might we not plead now with Chrift, ¢ dzvake,
awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the Lord! awake,
as in the ancient days! art thou not it that didft cut the
foe when hanging on the crofs, that didft wound his
intereft in the day of pentecoft?” And may we not
plead that as God deftroyed Babylon and delivered his
church, fo he would deftroy the power and princif)les of
myltical Babylon? He preferved a people, namely, the
Waldenfes, who in the worft of times bowed not the
knee to the image of this idol, and when they were
nearly exterminated by perfecution, raifed up a fet of
men at the reformation who gave it a deadly wound, a
wound which it has never reécovered to this day. O let
us pray to the Lord Jefus that the work may be carried
on—that antichrif may be confumed with the fpirit of
his mouth, and deftroyed by the brightnefs of his
coming !—that the kingdoms of this world may become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift, and that
he may reign for ever and ever.

111, Ler the prefent religious flate of the aworld be
confidered to this end. Chriftianity has not yet made its
way, even in name, over ome-fifth part of the world.
Out of about 730 millions who are fuppofed to inhabit
our globe, not above 122 millions profefs the chriftian
name ; all the reft are heathens, jews, or mahometans;
and of thofe who do profefs it, the far greater part are
either of the apoftate church of Rome, or of the Greck
church, which is nearly as corrupt. Add to this, what
great numbers of real heathens abound in the chriftian
lands, and unbelievers even in the congregations of the
faithful.  Surely it is high time for us to awake out of
fleep, and to fend our united cries to heaven in behalf
of our fellow-creatures'

D3 Of
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Of thofe who are under heathen darknefs, fome are
civilized, but others ftill remain the moft barbarous and
uncultivated, killing, yea fome of them, even eatin
one another! Great numbers, we are forry to add,
groan under the hand of tyranny and thraldom from
nations who bear the chnftian. name! O, let the
iniquities praifed in both the Isdies roufe us to pray
for the univerfal fpread of Chrift’s Kiteigdom. oor
fouls, millions of them are doubly enflaved! They are
enflaved to European oppreflion on the one hand, and
their own fuperttition on the other. O, let us pray for
the time when Chrift fhall break the yoke of both;
when oppreffion fhall ceafe from the earth, and idolatry,
difappear as the thick darknefs before the rifing fun!

The ftate of religion in the chriffian averld wears in
fome refpe@s a melancholy, in others a hopeful afpet ;
both concur to fthew the neceflity of prayer. Real
vital holinefs, it is to be feared, has of late more than
a little loft ground. There has been fome confiderable
work done for God within thefe laft fifty years, par-
ticularly in Britain, Holland, and America; and it 1s to
be hoped fomething of this is ftill going forward ; vet
of late years it fcems much to have declined. We
feem, in a great degree, to have loft that fpirit of
earneft prayer and unwearied diligence that accompanied
thofe out-pourings of God’s Spirit. If the Spirit of
God fhould have been grieved, and fo have in a great
degree departed from us, is it any wonder? While the
doétrine of his bleffed influence is fo much abufed on the
one hand, by the moft criminal indulgences in carnality
and floth ; and almoft denied on the other, by many who
have funk into fuch a fpirit, and fuch views of things,
as if they hardly thought there was an Holy Ghott, can
it be made a wonder if he Teturn to his place, till we
learn by woful experience our need of him? Thefe
things look melancholy——QO, let us pray that God
would raife up amongft us a fet of men to preach his
gofpel—men who fhall be endued with an uniZion from
the Holy Gne—men poffefled of an hearty love to Chrift
and fouls—in one word, men of Gods Nor let us forget

to
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to pray for thofe that are already raifed up, that t
may be infpired with additional ardour ; and what.is
more than all, that all our labours may be crowned
with divine fuccefs! .

Some things in a providential way, on the other hand,
muit be faid to wear a b?eﬁd afpe&. Liberty of con-
fcience has obtained confiderably of late in the German
dominions, and is enjoyed in the fulleft extent in the
United States of North-America, which probably will
in time become a very confiderable Empire.® This
certainly affords great opportusity for the fervants of God
to labour after the converfion of fouls. It is a kind of
an open door to them. O, let us pray that all the friends
of God, and efpecially his minifters, may have an heart
to embrace thefe opportunities, and may be blefled in
the ufe of all poffible means for the propagation of the

gofpel.

IV. Confider awbat God bas promifed to do for bis cbureb
in times to come. For an abfolute impoflibility we can
have no hope, and for what God hath declared fhall
never come to pafs, we can have no warrant to pray;
but when we pray for the fpread of Chrift’s kingdom,
our objet is clogged with neither of thefe difficulties.
On the contrary, it is accompanied with the ftrongeft’
affurances of fuccefs. Let us not imagine that God
has yet done all he intends to do for his church; or
that Chrift has yet feen of the travail of his foul fo as
to be fatisfied. Befides the various promifes referred to
in the foregoing fermon, the firft fetting up of Chrift’s
kingdom is compared to a /itztle ffone, cut out of a2 moun-
tain without hands, but which fhould in time break in
pieces all the reft, and become a great mountain, and
FILL THE WHOLE EARTH.t+ The king himfelf com-
pared this his blefled kingdom in its infancy to a grain of
muflard feed, the leatt of all feeds, but when grown 1is
the greateft of all berbs : implying, no doubt, that his
kingdom in its beginning was the moft apparently weak

and

® It might new be added, the fame principles obtain in Fraace.
1 Dan. ii. 33.
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and defpicable of any kingdom ; but before it thould be
finithed "it fhould be the greateft, moft glorious, and
extenfive of all the kingdoms that were ever fet u
greater than that of dlexander himfelf, and more durable
than that of Rome.+ In the fame place he compares it
to a little leaven which a woman put into three meafures
of meal till the whole was leavened. Glorious thought !
Chuaft has been leavening the world for many an hundred
years, by the preaching of the gofpel; and yet, awful
to think, what a great part of it continues unleavened
to this day! But O, blefled be God, it fhall- not be
given up till THE wHoLE 1s LEAVENED ! Forlorn as
the ftate of the heathen world is, our Lord Jefus has
afked them for bis inberitance, and he will have them,
even THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE EARTH Jfor bis
poffaffion!t O, blefled period! when Jew aund Gentile,
the fair European and the fun-burnt African, with men
of every other defcription, fhall all unite to ferve the
Lord.

Mutt it not be very reviving to fee fhofe branches, that
have been fo long broken off the olive tree becaufe of
unbelief, grafted in again ?—to fee them return, and
with the bitter tears of refleGtion feek the Lord their God,
AND Davip THEIR KING, and fear the Lord and bis good-
nefs in the latter days?§ Yes, verily, the receiving of
them back again fhall be to the Gentiles like life from the
dead! || Then fhall they be reftored to their own land,
and no more be expofed to the hoftile attacks of quarrel-
fome neighbours as heretofore, but Ifrael fball be with
Egypt and with Affyria a bleffing in the midft of the land ;
awbom JFebovab God of Hofts fhall blefs, [faying, bleffed be
Egypt my people, and Affyria the work of my bands, and
Ifrael mine inberitance.q .Then thefe glorious things
JSpoken of the city of God, in the 87th pialm, fhall be
accomplifhed.—We fhall fee Rabab and Babylon, Philif}ia
and Tyre, with Ethiopia, given to the church. Etbispia
Jhall firetch aut her bands to God!* O what encourage-
ment is here to pray! How long thefe things will be

we

4 Martt. xiii. 31, 32, 33. 1 Pi. . 8. § Hof. iii. s

| Rom. xi. 15. € lai. xix. 23, 24. * Pf, Lxviii. 31.
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we know not; but this we know, we are nearer bl
above rwo thoxfand four bundred years than the churc

was in l/aiab’s time, and even then they that made men-
tion of Jebowah were charged, faying, Keep not flence,
and give bim no refl, till be make Ferufalem a praife in the

earth!*

V. If we bave any regard teo the welfare 3/' oNr comntyy-
men, comnexions, and friends, let that fimulate us in this
work. Let us remember we have not only heathens,
and Jews, and others abroad to pray for, but few of
us are wholly unconne&ted with heathen neighbours,
heathen relations, or ftubborn and unbelieving children.
Let thefe be borne in the arms of prayer before the
Lord. Though they can claim no pity from God, yet
they have a right to our’s, becaufe we were in the fame
condition. Let our pity then be extended to thofe who
have none for themfelves, and our prayers afcend for
fuch who as yet call rot upon God’s name. Though
there be no reafon why God fhould fave our children,
relations, or friends, before others, yet there is a reafon
why ave /bould feet their falvation before others, becanfe
they are particularly put under our care, or ftand in
connexion with us.

To negle&t to carry our children to Chrift for a
blefling, from want of love, if fuch a thing could be
in a good man, would be more crucl than the oftrich in
the wildernefs ! So were it poffible for a chriftian to be
amongft wicked neighbours, and wicked relations, and
feeing he is fafe himfelf, care nothing about them,
furely he muft be befide himfelf! How unlike would
this de to the fpirit of his Lord and Saviour—he wept
over thofe who wept not for themfelves! O chriftians,
for your country’s fake, your neighbours fake, your
friends fake, yea your enemies fake, as well as for the
}}onour of Chrift, feck the welfare of Zion, and pray
for the extending of his kingdom in the world ! .

V1. Confider, awbat is requefied is fo wery fmall. The

Lord-
* Ifai, kxii. 7.
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Lord does not afk us in this cafe for our filver or our
gold, which if he did, it were but a trifle to give—He
does not requiré us to facrifice our lives, families, or
friends in fupport of his caufe, which if he did, it is
no more than millions of the beft men that ever the
world faw, have complied with;—but he only fays,
* Give me thine beart!” Seck the profperity of his in-
tereft who died for yours! of that intereft with which
your own is fo infeparably united! Yea of that in-
tereft which is your own, for Chrift and you have no
feparate interefts. .

As to the times that are propofed, nothing can be lefs
burdenfome than once in a montb——>but what did I fay?
burdenfome 7—God forbid that any employment of this
for: thould ever prove a burden! It is hoped it will be
attended to as a privilege rather than merely as a duty.
It is hoped that chriftians will feel a pleafure, and find
a benmefit in thefe meetings, that will induce them of
their own accord to mect together more frequently than
this propofes, either on Lord’s day mornings, or on
any convenient opportunities, for the fame moit de-
firable purpofes.

VII, and laftly. It awill not be in wain, whatever be
the immediate and apparent iffue of it. Could we but
heartily unite to mike a rcal ezrnett effort, there is

reat reafon to hope great good might follow. When-
ever thofe glorious out-pourings of God’s Spirit fhall
come, all over the world, no doubt it wiil be in anfwer
to the prayers of his people.—But fuppofe we fhould
never live to fee thofe days, ftill our labour fhall not
be in vain in the Lord. To fay the leaft of it,qgGod
would bz gloritied, and that would be no little thing.
Lt would convey this piece of Intelligence to the world,
that God has yet fome hearty friends in it, and who
will continue to pray to him in the darkeft times. And
if, as by David’s building the houfe, he is not pleafed
to grant our requefts, yet he will take it well at our
hands—and who can be faid to have loft his labour who

obtains the approbation of his God ?~——But this is nﬁt
all,



( 47 )

all, our petitions may grove like feed in the earth, that
fhall not perith, though it may not fpring up in our
days. Thus the prepbets laboured, and the apefles entered
inte their laboxrs;®* and what if we thould be the fowers
and our pofterity the reapers? fhall we think much at
this? As great an honour at the laft day perhaps may
attend Ifaiah, who hardly knew who had believed his
report, as Peter, by whofe fermon thoufands were con<:
verted in an hour. But neither is this all—There are
different degrees of profperity beftowed upon-different
parts of Zion, and thefe favours are often granted to
thofe particular communities where moft ardent prayer, -
love, and holinefs prevail.——Add to all this, the
projperity of our fouls as chriftians, is generally connetied
with an earneft purfuit of God’s glory and Chrift’s’
kianom. Confolation, like reputation, won’t do to
be fought dire@ly and for its own fake. In that cafe
it will flee from us. But let us feek firft the kingdom
of God and his righteoufnefs, and all thefe things will
be added to us. One great reafon perhaps of fo many
chriftians going fo deftitute of divine comfort is becaufe
they care about fcarcely any thing elfe; God therefore
juftly with-holds it from them. If they were more to
feek his glory, and the extending of his kingdom in the
world, they would find confolation come of its own
accord. He that cannot lie, fpeaking of his church,
hath faid, THEY SHALL PROSPER THAT LOVE HER,

* John iv. 33.






