
A 

HISTORY OF AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS 



A History 
of 

American Baptist Missions 

Revised Edition with Cc11tennial Supplement 

By 

Edmund F. Merriam 
Editor of" The Baptist Missionary Magazine" 

'' The W etchman '' 

A11tlior of" The American Baptist Missionary 
Union end its Missions," etc. 

Philadelphia 

American Baptist Publication Society 
1913 



Copyright 1910 by the 

AMERICAN' BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY 

Copyright 1913 by 

A. J. RowLA1'iD, Secretary 

from !be Soclctl?'I own l)rcu 



Uo 

Tlze 11.roic a11d devoted mm 

a11d women from the r,1.11ks of Am.rica11 

'Baptists i!'/10, i11 tlze name of tlie Lord Jesus, have 

left tllilir 11.ztl'v.: l.z11d a11d oflm i11 privatio11 a11d peril haw girm 

their l1v1s lo c.zrry lo strwge peoples a11d lo distant 

lands tlze good 11ews of sah>atio11 through 

a c.rucified a11d risen 'R._edeemer 



PREFACE 

FoR many years Prof. William Gammell's "His­
tory of American Baptist l\Iissions," printed in 
184!:l, was the standard and the only authority and 
storehouse of information on the subject accessible 
to the public. Professor Gammell had the happi­
ness to write when the work of American Baptist 
missions was yet limited in the scope and number of 
its fields, and in his volume, issued only a few years 
after the separation of the Northern and Southern 
Baptists in their missionary work, he was able to 
consider the missions as a unit. Both the extent aml 
nature of the subject permitted him to treat his topic 
with a minuteness and fullness of development and 
literary finish which have made his volume the ad­
miration and delight of successive generations of 
Baptists in America. It has never had a successor, 
and in one respect, at least, it can have no successor, 
since the great expansion and enlargement of Bap­
tist missionary work, as well as the multitude of 
divisions into which it has separated itself in the 
latter half of the nineteenth century, makes it im­
possible for any historian to treat the subject in the 
elaborate manner possihle to Professor Gammell. 
A history of Americrm Baptist missions on the lines 
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of his work would extend into so many volumes as 
to be practically beyond the reach of the general 
public, even if the history were taken 11p at the 
point where he completed his task. It has seemed 
better, therefore, to rewrite the history from the be­
ginning on a scale which, while cornprehensi,·e, must 
necessarily he for less elaborate and more condensed, 
in order to bring the entire work within the com­
pass of a volume of readable size. 

One of the first imprm,sions of the writer in be­
ginning his work as editor of the" Baptist l\Iission­
ary :Magazine," in September, 1880, was the paucity 
of information a,·nilable to the general public in 
regard to the history of our Baptist foreign missions. 
At that time Professor Gammell's "·ork and a vol­
ume of" l\fo,sionary Sketches," by Samuel F. Smith, 
D. D., and a pictorial illustrated volume entitled 
"Our Gold Mine," by Mrs. Ada C. Chaplin, were 
the only books to which inquirers for information 
in regard to American Baptist foreign missions 
could be directed. The first was out of print and 
so far past the date of publication that it was useful 
only for the history of the earlier stages of the mis­
sions; while the special purposes for which the last 
two were prepared,-the first for" The Examiner," 
and the second for the "Baptist Missionary Maga­
zine,"-limited their scope and therefore their useful­
ness for the purposes of general historical reference. 
Under these circumstances the writer at once ad­
dressed himself to the task of preparing some ma-
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terial which would quickly snpply the increasing 
demand for information in regard to the history of 
our missions. A series of ten pamphlets was begun, 
which, continued ns exigencies of regular office and 
editorial work allowed, was finalJy c0mplrted, cov­
ering the history of the American Baptist l\Iission­
ary Union in the features of its development at 
home and abroad. 

As arrangements for the preparation of a special 
history of the work of the l\Iissionary Union, by 
Dr. J. N. l\Iurdoek, long the corresponding srcre­
tary, came to naught, these ten pamphlets "·ere 
bound together in 189i, in a volume entitled "The 
American Baptist l\Iissionary Union and its l\Iis­
l:-ions," to serve for historical reference and reading 
regarding the work of the Union pending the com­
pletion of that full and elaborate history which the 
importance and absorbing interest of the subject 
suggests and demands. 

Impelled by a desire to supply in some measure 
the same demand, l\Irs. Sophie Bronson Titterington, 
daughter of the nneratecl missionary in Assam, Dr. 
l\Iiles Bronson, prepared an outline sketch entitled, 
"A Century of Baptist Foreign l\Iissions," which 
was issued by the American Baptist Publication 
Society, in 1891, and has done good sen·ice, espe­
cially as a text-book for classes in missionary study, 
for which purpose it wa:,; peculiarly designed. Rev. 
J. "rinfrecl Hervey issued in 1892 a work entitled, 
"The Story of Baptist l\Iissions in Foreign Lands," 
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which exhibited a large amount of research, a1ul 
which supplies in a convenient form much material 
on our missionary history obtained from volume,; 
which are out of print and have become rare. l\Ir. 
Hervey is entitled to credit for prcsen·ing many 
features of the early Baptist missionary work which 
might otherwise luwc been lost sight of, but his 
volume makes no pretensions to being an analyzccl, 
comprehensive, and complete history of our Baptist 
foreign missions. 

In the preparation of the present volume, the 
writer has not only made use of the before-named 
volumes, but also of many works on peculiar features 
of our missionary hi:;tory which ha,·e been is,mecl, 
especially within the last few years. Among the 
most important of these arc, "The l\Iemoir of 
Adoniram Judson," by Francis ,vayland, which is 
out of print, the place of which is supplied by" The 
Life of Adoniram Judson," by his son, Edward 
Judson; "Self Support in Bassein," by Chapin 
Howard Carpenter; "The Story of a ,v orking 
Man's Life," the autobiography of Francis l\Iason, 
D. D.; "A Good Fight," a life of George Dana 
Boardman, by Alonzo King, and other biographies 
of missionaries of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union and of the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
also the two large ,·olnmcs by Henry A. Tupper, 
D. D., for so many years the correspondit1g secretary 
of the Foreign l\Iission Board of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, entitled, "The Foreign Missions of 
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the Southern Baptist Convention" and "A Dccadt' 
of Foreign l\lissions." In these bulky volumes Dr. 
Tupper has gathered a large amount of material for 
the history of Southern Baptist missions and has 
rendered a valuable service to the denomination and 
the religious world. The jubilee volumes of the 
American Baptist l\f issionary Union and the Amer­
ican Baptist Home l\Iission Society have also been 
consulted, as well as "A Story of Six Decades," 
covering the principal features of the work of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, by Dr. C. R. 
Blackall. Refe1·ence to all these and other works 
is made for those who desire more full and detailed 
information in regard to the special features of our 
missionary work than could be given in the present 
volume. But the great treasure house of original 
and exact information to which the writer is chiefly 
indebted is the "Baptist Missionary Magazine," 
which has been and must continue to be the stand­
ard authority on the special and detailed features of 
the work of Baptist foreign missions in all the years 
since their beginning. 

The suggestion for the preparation of this volume 
in its present form came from the admirable "Dis­
trict Baptist History Series," prepared nuder the 
auspices of the American Baptist Publication So­
ciety. It seemed that so excellent and well-planned 
a series should be completed by a history of Amer­
ican Baptist missions, embracing the work of Amer­
ican Baptists outside the limits of the United States, 
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in onler that the series may then cover the entire 
work of the Baptists of this country in all its fea­
tures. The preparation of this volume is not de­
signed to supersede the volumes on special features 
of missionary work already mentioned, nor those 
volumes of the same character which will hereafter 
appear; but it is hoped that it may supplement and 
complete the series above referred to and supply a 
book which for the purposes of the general public 
shall be sufficiently adequate on our Baptist mis­
sionary work in foreign lands. It has been recog­
nized that, within the limits set for the volume, 
completeness of detail, especially in regard to bi­
ographical features, could not be attained, but by 
grouping the entire history about the epochs of 
greatest interest and most vital importance the at­
tempt has been made to supply a history of our 
missions which may be a compendium for general 
use. With the prayer that it may be used by the 
Lord of the harvest for arousing a larger interest in 
the work of the conversion of the world to the Loni 
Jesus the volume is submitted to the kindest consid­
eration of the Baptists of America. 

E. F. M. 
BOSTON, August 1, 1900. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE 

FRO~I the time the Lord Jesus Christ founded 
the work of Christian missions, there have not 

been wanting in all ages some to carry the glad ti­
dings of salvation to those "·ho had not heard. The 
first chosen messengers of the gospel were the tweh-e 
apostles, who might as appropriately have been 
called missionaries, since the two words mean ex­
actly the same thing, the former being derived from 
the Greek and the latter from the Latin word mean­
ing" to send." Jesus Christ himself gave the model 
and methods of missionary work in his missionary 
tours in Galilee, where he went about preaching the 
good news of salvation and healing the sick. No 
advance or innovation has e,·er been able to supple­
ment the lofty ideals of the mission of Jesus Christ 
himself, which was characterized by that highest of 
all commendations, "He went about doing good." 

After the death of Jes11s the disciples were com­
manded to tarry in Jemsalem until they should be 
endued with power from on high. This power came 
on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit de­
scended with mighty influence upon the disciples. 

xv 



X\'l I.\"THODUCTIOX 

The commaml which kept them in Jel'Usalcm then 
expired; but they still remained, and it was left for 
persecution to fomish the first missionary impulse, 
\\'hich scattered the disciples from the capital city 
of J udca to all parts of the then known world, and 
it is said of them that "they went everywhere 
preaching the gospel." 

The Holy Spirit was the first moving agent in 
foreign missions. In Acts 13 : 1-4 we read: "Now 
there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and l\Ianaen, 
which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. So they, 
being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus." 

After hands of consecmtion had been laid upon 
Barnabas and Saul, they went forth to all parts of 
Asia l\Iinor, preaching the gospel and establishing 
churches. As yet, however, the gospel was con­
fined to Asia l\Iinor. Again the agency of the Holy 
Spirit was necessary for the enlargement of the 
work, and of Paul, when he essayed to go to Bi­
thynia, we read, "The Spirit suffered him not" ; 
but by a vision a man called him across the sea 
to Europe, to become a missionary to Macedonia. 
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The means for the extension of Christianity were 
apparently as inadequate then as now. Beginning 
with Jesus, the Carpenter of Nazareth, an<l his disci­
ples, the humble fislwrmen of Galilee, the gospel 
was carried into distant regions by men unknown to 
fame, an<l it was Paul, the prisoner, who became the 
great agent in the expansion of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ in Asia, Greece, Italy, and perhaps Spain and 
Britain. Of him ,re learn that his bodily presenee 
was weak. But the power of the Holy Spirit was 
with him, and wherever he went churches were es­
tablished. Through these humble agencies the re­
ligion of Jesus Christ was extended and the disciples 
mightily multiplied, until within a little more than 
three centuries we find it established on the throne 
of the Roman Empire by the Emperor Constantine 
in A. D. 311. 

The places chosen for missionary work are worth 
noting. Beginning at Jerusalem, the second great 
center of Christian labor was Capernanm, the chief 
commercial town in busy, thronging Galilee, on the 
uorthwest shore of the Lake of Gennesaret, at the 
meeting-place of the chief commercial highways of 
that clay from Damascus, Tyre, and Egypt. After 
the death of the Lord the first great center of Chris­
tian life was established at Antioch, the capital and 
chief city of the East. Here the disciples were first 
called Christians, the name being given as a term of 
reproach, as indicated by the Latin ending, "amt.~, ' 
denoting inferiority. Next in order came Ephesus, 
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the greatest port of Asia Minor; then Corinth, 011 

the isthmus of Coriuth, and through which, accord­
ing to the methods of transportation then in vogue, 
a large part of the commerce of the East was 
obliged to pass. Then came Alexandria, the great 
center of commerce and learniug iu Egypt, and next 
Rome, the capital of the world. After the days of 
the apostles the same great central idea of the propa­
gatiou of Christianity prevailed, and the most pow­
erful centers of life and influence were seized. 
Britain, which God foresaw was to be the ruling 
nation of the world and Rome's successor, was 
one of the earliest Christian mission fields. The 
Goths, a virile stock of Central Europe, soon to be 
mingled with the Angles to form the great Anglo­
Saxon race, were also among the earliest objects of 
missiouary ende:wor. In this was recognized the 
great ethnological fact that mixed races have always 
prond stronger than a single stock. For centuries 
tl1e Anglo-Saxon race was the first in the world, and 
accor<ling to all the principles of ethnology and im­
perial development, its power is to be merged in the 
great American race, compounded of all the nations 
of the earth. 

At the time when Christianity became dominant 
in the Roman Empire by the decree of the Emperor 
Constantine, the number of actual Christians was 
small, being estimated at about one in every one 
hundred an<l fifty of the human race, and though 
Christianity has now attained to the rule of the 
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earth, the number of real Christians is still small. 
Although the population of the earth is increasing 
arithmetically faster than the converts to Chris­
tianity, the latter is gaining rapidly in a geometrical 
ratio. From the proportion at the time of Constan­
tine of one in every one hundre<l an<l fifty of the 
population of the world, there is now one nominal 
or real Christian in every four of the people of the 
earth. 

The history of early missions has largely per­
ished, or is known only by incidental references; 
but we learn that in the first great ecumenical 
council of Christianity, that at Nicea, in 325, 
among the bishops there were John the Persian, the 
bishop of India, and Theophilus the Goth, from 
Northern Europe; and that in 535 there were 
Christians in Persia, on the l\Ialabar coast of India, 
in Sokotra, Ceylon, Bactria, as well as in all the 
countries about the Uediterranean Sea, and in Gaul 
and Britain. The l\Iohammedan conquests swept 
away all Christian churches in ,v estern Asia and 
Northern Africa as by a devouring fire, leaving only 
a remnant in Southern India on the south west coast, 
at Goa. 

The gospel was sent to Britain and Scotland from 
Rome by unknown messengers before the time of 
Augustine, the representative of the Roman Church. 
From Scotland this primitive type of Christianity 
was carried to Ireland by Patricius (Patrick), from 
Ireland back to the Scottish Islands, with head-
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qual'tcrs at Ioua, by Columha, and the Iona mission­
aries preachcll the gospel all oYCr ,v cstern and Cen­
tral Europe. Traces of their labors are visible to the 
present <lay. The spirit of these missionaries was 
pmer than was that of those who came later. Alcuin 
of France" wa:-; tletermiuc<l to carry on the publication 
of the divine wor<l according to the example of the 
apostles." Anscar sai<l : ",vhcn I was asked whether 
I would go for God's name among the heathen to 
publish the gospel, I could not decline such a call. 
Y cs, with all my power I wish to go hence, and 110 

man can make me wa,·er in this resolution." No 
missionary of modern times could express himself in 
nobler words or possess a purer missionary conse­
cration and ideal. 

It was the labors of these men which, when the 
l\Iohammedan power was overrunning with flame 
ancl sword all the earlier fields of Christianity in 
,v cstern Asia an<l Northern Africa, san<l Europe 
for Christianity, since they forged the weapons by 
which Charles l\Iartcl drove back the Saracens 
from Southern France, in 732, and ma<le possible the 
army of John Sobieski, which hurled back the Turks 
from Vienna in 1683, thus confining the Moham­
medan conquests to Asia and Africa, with the ex­
ception of Turkey in Europe and a temporary lease 
of power in Spain. 

In the more distinctive missionary movements of 
Christianity, Francis of Assisi was the first in the 
line of medic\'al Roman Calholic missionaries. It 
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was his aim to establish colleges for the training of 
Christian missionaries in con11cction with every 
large Christian university. From hi,; labors sprang 
the order of the Franciscans, by which monks were 
transformed into missionaries. Rayn111n<l Lull was 
tilled with the spirit which later animated William 
Carey and Adoniram Judson, and only lacked a 
sympathetic and sustaining church to found the era 
of modern missions. He gave his life to simple 
gospel labors among the l\Iohammedans, and died 
a martyr to missions on the voyage to his home. 
Francis Xavier, the Jesuit, had more of the military 
than the purely missionary spirit, bnt in his efforts 
to establish the standard of the church in India, in 
the East ln<lics, in China, and in far Japan, he ex­
hibited a de,·otion to his ideal worthy of all praise 
and imitation. 

Of the purer missionary movements preceding 
the Reformation, John "\Vycliffc, of England, in­
spired the Lollards, "·ho were itinerating mission­
aries to all parts of central and western Europe, 
and was the predecessor of John Huss and Jerome 
of Prague, who were the real pioneers of the l\fo­
ravians. Of the leaders of the Reformation, 
neither Luther nor l\Ielanchthon were foreign mis­
sionary in spirit, being wholly engaged in theologi­
cal disputations and the founding of the Faith of 
the Protestant church upon correct principles; but 
Erasmus wrote a treati:-c on "The Art of Preach­
ing," which was as distinctly missionary in charac-
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ter as the later "Inquiry" of William Carey. 
From this time the missionary impulse of the 
Christian churches began to develop more strongly. 

In the seYenteenth century began the era of 
Christian missions under the auspices of temporal 
authorities. The Dutch sent missionaries to their 
East India possessions. Peter Heyling went to 
.Abyssinia in 1632 and translated the New Testa­
ment. In 166-! Baron Yon \Velz published a pam­
phlet entitled "Invitation for a Soeiety of Jesus to 
Promote Christianity and the Conversion of Hea­
thendom." Leaving his title and the ease and com­
forts of home, he went to Dutch Guiana, where he 
died a martyr to his missionary enthusiasm. Ko­
vcmber 29, 1 i05, Bartholomew Ziegenbalg sailed 
for India, and about forty years later, Christian 
Frederick Schwarz, both un<ler the auspices of the 
Danish Government, but with the object of spread­
ing the knowledge of Christian truth among the 
people of Hindustan. In the same general line, 
Christian chaplains and missionaries were sent out 
by various go,·ernmcnts to their colonial possessions 
in the East and \Vest for the spread of the truth. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel was 
fonn<led in England in 1701, but was limited to the 
sending ont of chaplains, some of whom began the 
work of Christian missions in the New World. The 
colonial possessions of England only became in­
spired by the distinctively modern missionary spirit 
after the formation of the first missionary societies, 
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at the close of the eighteenth century. In 1721 
the Danish :\lissionary Society was founded, and la­
bored much on the same lines. The Moravian 
Church begau, in 1732, the first missions to the 
heathen uncler the auspices of the Christian 
churches as separated from the State authorities, but 
they were still maintained from the ordinary reve­
nues of the church. Missionaries went to the \V c:;t 
Indies, Greenland, and, later, to Africa and other 
parts of the world. All these movements were 
leading np to the inauguration of the era of modern 
missions, the distinctiYe characteristic of which is 
the voluntary organization and co-operation nf Ch,·i.s­
tians for the sending forth and support of mission­
aries to heathen lands. 

It was in 1792 that a small company of Baptist 
ministers assembled in a private house at Kettering, 
England, and organized the Baptist Missionary 
Society, the pioneer of all modern missionary socie­
ties sustained on the principle of voluntary contri­
butions. The celebrated thirteen pounds, two shil­
lings, and six pence then subscribed was the fore­
rnnner of the millions now contributed every year 
to missionary societies for the purpose of sending 
forth missionaries to all parts of the world. The 
first missionaries of this society were ·William Carey 
and John Thomas, i\1. D., who sailed June 13, 1793, 
for India. It is noteworthy that the first mission­
aries to go forth under the auspices of the first mod­
ern missionary society represented both the evangcl-
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istic and medical branches of missionary work. In 
1 i95 was formed the Lon<lon l\Iissionary Society, 
sustained by the Independents and other ~oncon­
formists of England, and the first missionaries were 
sent forth to Tahiti and the Society Islands of the 
South Seas. The Established Church of England 
followed in 1 i99 by the establishment of the Church 
.Missionary Society for Africa and the East. Its 
purposes are indicated in its title, and the first mis­
sionaries were sent to the west coast of Africa in 
1804, a mission at Sierra Leone being established 
in 1816 and the mission in the ports about the 
l\Iediterranean Sea in 1815. 

It is both surprising and significant to find that 
the next step in the fonrnrd march of the mission­
ary enterprise was taken in the new world, across 
the Atlantic, by the organization in 1810 of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
l\Iissions, then supported by the Congregationalist 
and Presbyterian Churches of the United States. 
The first party of missionaries sent out by this so­
ciety established the Marathi mission in India, 
from which has sprung the l\Iadura mission and all 
the work in India nuder this Board. Of the first 
party sent out under this Board, three changed 
their denominational views soon after their arrival 
in India; Luther Rice returned to America to 
inform the Baptists that they had missionaries in 
1 nclia while as yet they had no missionary society; 
while Adoniram Judson, and his wife, Ann Hassel-
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tine, after being tossed about Lchvecn India all(l 
l\Iauritiu:::, fled at last for refuge to the s:m:ige aml 
heathen kingdom of Burma. They landed July 
13, 1813, thus founding the first Christian mission 
in Asia in ai; entirely heathen country and wholly 
under the power of a heathen government. From 
this movement sprang the American Baptist Mis­
sionary Union, formed in 1814. In the same year 
the growing missionary spirit in England manifested 
itself in the formation of the ,v eslcyan l\Iissionary 
Society, which at once interested itself in the ,v es­
lcyan work in the ,vest Indies, which had been 
conducted independently for about twenty-lh·e years, 
and which soon established an independent mission 
in Sonth Africa. 

The next aggressive missionary society to be es­
tablished was again in the new world, being the 
Methodist l\Iissiona1·y Society of the Methodist Epis­
copal Church, formed in 1819, which began its prep­
arations for opening a mission in Liberia, in ,vest 
Africa. In 1820, on the continent of Europe, the 
Basle Evangelical l\Iissionary Society was consti­
tuted, an outgrowth of a movement started in 1815, 
and in 1819 the Leipsic Evangelical Lutheran Mis­
sionary Society was begun. Both of these societies, 
however, confined themselves for a number of years 
to the training of missionaries for other societies, 
and it was not until 1824 that the Basle Society 
established its first mission in Persia. From these 
nine missionary societies have sprung all the later 
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m1,;,;1011ary organizations and movements. The 
Scottish chmche,; separated from the London l\Iis­
sionary Society and organized a society of their own 
in 1829. By similar processes of division and 
brunching all the more than five hundred missions 
and missionary societies existing at the close of the 
nineteenth centm·y have sprung into being. 

It is significant also to note that the fields selected 
by these earlier societies have supplied the founda­
tion for the spread of Christian missions into all 
parts of the world. The earlier missions in India 
extended to the limits of the widely extended 
British Empire in India, to the Indo-Chinese Pen­
insula, and to China and other parts of the East. 
Early mi_ssions in the South Seas have spread until 
now, out of the multitude of islands which dot the 
Pacific and Indian Oceans, there are but few which 
have not been reached by the gospel ; while Africa, 
its interior long closed to the efforts of Christian 
missionaries by natnral disadvantages and the sav­
age nature of its people, has in later years opened 
for the advance of the Christian hosts who had 
planted themselves at numerous stations on the cast, 
west, and south coasts. 

Of all the widely extended ,rnrk in the enter­
prise of Christian missions six chief successes, some­
times called "miracles of missions," may be noted : 
the work of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign l\Iissions, by which the Sandwich Islands, 
known better as Hawaii, have been transformed 
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from a savage territory to a civilize(] commnuity, 
now a Territory of the United States of America. 
Entirely similar, and worthy to be compare<l with 
this, is the work of the ,v esleyan l\lissionary So­
ciety in the Fiji Islands, by which a people given to 
cruelty and cannibalism of the worst sort has been 
tr::msformed into a Christian community, with a 
larger proportion of the people attending the church 
services on the Sabbath than may be found in any 
other part of the world. With this may be ranked 
the work of the London Missionary Society in the 
Society and other South Sea Islands, where life and 
property are safe, and the necessity of police for 
protection is reduced to a minimum, and a friendly 
relationship is established, not only among the peo­
ple themselves, but toward all foreign visitors to 
these beautiful gems of the Pacific Ocean. In Asia 
there are also three great triumphs of Christian 
missions to be note<l : that of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union in the Karen mission in Burma, 
whereof five hundred churches four hundred and fifty 
are wholly self-supporting, an<l all other branches 
of Christian development and education have attained 
a high state of advancement. The Karen Baptist 
mission in Burma has been the chief example of self­
support, self-dependeuce, and self-propagation among 
Christian missions in the world for many years. 
Another great success in Christian missionary work 
is that of the Church Missionary Society of England, 
among the Tamil people of South India, where many 
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thousands ha ,·e been gathere<l iuto the churches am! 
e\'cry clement of Christian life is in an encouraging 
state of growth an<l development. The thil'd great 
miracle of modern missions in Asia is that of the 
American Baptist l\Iissionary Union among the 
Tdngns of southcastcm India. Here a mission 
maintained for many years amitl the most discour­
uging circumstances has within twenty years spmng 
to the front rank of Christian missions in numbers 
an<l influence. A larger number of the Telugus arc 
now converts to the Christian faith than of any other 
people known as heathen. There are more than 
fifty-five thousand members of Baptist clrnrehes 
among this people, aml the great prosperity of the 
mission to the Tclngns h:1s become a model in 
missionary methotls in India. The curlier missions 
devoted themselves largely to education, but the 
great success of the purely evangelistic methods in 
vogue in the Telugu Baptist mission has so revoln­
tionizell missionary sentiment in India that there is 
not a mission of any name within the bounds of 
British In<lia which has not felt its influence. While 
education an<l other missionary methods arc not 
neglected, especially in the development of the 
Christian chnrch, the main reliance for the progress 
of the truth is becoming more and more the verbal 
proclamation of the gospel, especially by couyerts 
from the people speaking to their own tribes in their 
own tongues. 

From the simple beginnings of missionary work 
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in Jmlea aml Galilee by Jesus Christ and his hum­
ble associates, the enterprise of Christian missions 
has gone forward until all the leading nations of the 
world ha~·e become Christian in name if not in fact. 
All laws and procedures of courts, as well as the 
conduct of public affairs in all important nations of 
the earth, arc founded upon the Bible. Aside from 
the millions of Christians in lands not known as 
missionary, the summary of the statistics of foreign 
missions throughout the world, prepared by James 
Dennis, D. D., for the Ecumenical Missionary Con­
ference, held in the city of Kew York, in April, 
1900, gives the figures as they appear below.1 

·when considered with a view to the vast and man­
ifold agencies represented in these summaries and 
the widely extended work which they embrace, these 
figures suggest encouragement to every lover of the 
expansion of the kingdom of our Lord J esns Christ. 

1 :llissionaries, 13,60i ; nath·e missionary helpers of all classes, 
;:,,615; principal stations, 5,233, with 25,586 outstations; 10,993 
churches, with 1,289,:!DS communicants and 83,895 additions in 
18U9. The Sunday-schools in foreign mission fields number 14,-
9-IO, with a membership of i64,G84, and there was an estimated 
Christian population of 4,32i,283, from which were received con­
tributions for Christian work amounting to $1,833,981. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS 

CHAPTER I 

AMERICAX BAPTISTS IN 1812 

THE greatness of the achievements of any peo­
ple is determined Ly the difficulties under 

which they were wrought and the effects which they 
produced. Judged by these standards the mi::;­
::;ionary work of American Baptists holds a high 
place among those forces which h::we operated for 
the advancement of the human race in civilization 
and in religion. The beginning of the missions oc­
c111-red at a time in the history of the nation ap­
parently the most unpropitious for the founding of 
an enterprise invoh·ing large foreign expenditures 
with no prospect of domestic advantage. The 
country was engaged in a second war with Eng­
land. At the close of the war of the Revolu­
tion the independence of the United States had 
been recognized, hut neither equality of rights nor 
freedom of action had Leen secured. The mother 

1 
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country still claimed and exercised the right of 
search of American vessels, the control of Amer­
ican commerce, and excluded her former colonies 
from many of' the privileges usually accorded to an 
independent nation. Exasperated beyond endur­
ance by the humiliations and wrongs imposed by 
this attitude of England, the young and still feeble 
country had resoked in desperation to again sub­
mit her cause to the dread arbitration of war rather 
than endure longer the deprivation of those rights 
and privileges which belonged to her. 

U ndcr these circumstances communication with 
foreign countries hatl become difficult and uncer­
tain, and there was e,·ery reason to believe that the 
entire resources of the people would be needed at 
home. The commerce of New England, which had 
become prosperous, was in danger of entire destruc­
tion. Even the integrity of the new republic was 
seriously threatened. Several of the States were 
still acting under their original charters from the 
kings of England, and the sense of nationality was 
as yet weak. The separnte States viewed with 
jealousy any attempt of Congress to legislate in 
matters which involved that supreme authority 
which the States claimed for themselves. But more 
than all, the perils of the commerce of New Eng­
laud menaced the unity of the nation. l\Iassachu­
setts, which had been the foremost in spirit and in 
arms in beginning the war of the Revolution, 
viewed with alarm the loss of her foreign trade. 



AMERICAN BAPTISTS IN 1812 3 

,vhilc, therefore, the rest of the country was hot 
with resentment against the arrogant assumptions of 
England, in New England the love of gain smoth­
ered for a time the fires of pati·iotism. The intense 
feeling which culminated in the famous "Hartford 
Convention" augured ill for the harmony and en­
thusiasm of the people aud the success of the 
weaker nation in its resistance to the aggressions of 
a vastly superior power. 

Neither was the condition of the people in 
the United States such as to encourage extensive 
plans of benevolence for the benefit of outside na­
tions. Almost every existing branch of industry 
was in a formative state, and many lines of mining, 
manufacture, and trade which were to contribute so 
largely to the enormous future development of the 
country, had not been started or even projected. 
Internal communication was generally slow, diffi­
cult, and expensive. A striking illustration of the 
condition of the country in 1812, is the fact that at 
that time the "Baptist l\Iissiouary l\Iagazine" was 
compelled to decline subscriptions from the South 
since the mail service was so imperfect that copies 
could not be delivered with certainty and regu­
larity. Processes of manufacture ,Ycre mde, and 
profitable lines of business were few. Up to 1830 
only three men in the whole country were reckoned 
as millionaires, John Jacob Astor, of New York, 
Stephen Girard, of Philadelphia, and William Gray, 
of Boston, and the distance which separated these 
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men of f'ortune from the general condition of the 
people was greater than is known at the present 
time. .As a whole, the people were poor, and with­
out the resources or the opportunities of financial 
accumulation which exist in more modem life. 

Among the people of the United States in 1812 
the Baptists occupietl a humble position. The so­
cial prestige of founders of the State enjoyed by the 
Congregationalists in Massachusetts, by the Dutch 
churches in New York, by the Friends in Penn­
srh·ania, and by the Episcopalians in Virginia, be­
longed to Baptists only in the small State of Rhode 
Island; and e\'en here they were torn by divisions 
011 minor points, remnants of which remain to the 
present day. Their homes were bare of most of 
the comforts of modern life. The large living 
room, dining room, and kitchen, all in one, with 
unplastered walls, contained only plain furnishings 
of strong but simple make. Stoves were rare and 
the great fireplaces, liberally fed with wood, cooked 
the food ::tn!l supplied the hcnt which had the pecu­
liar allll unpleasant quality of warming only one 
side at a time. In the sombre and seldom used 
"front room " of the better class of homes might 
be found a stiff and straight-backed sofa, uphol­
stered in Linck haircloth, the only sign of luxury, 
unless the great four-post canopied bedsteads, with 
their mountains of monster fenther beds, the pride 
of the housekeeper's heart, be excepted. These, 
however, were reserved for "company" and the 
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more mature members of the family, while the boys 
and girls were assigned to the attics, guiltless of 
heating arrangements even in the coldest weather. 
l\Iany a crack furnished a whistle for the roaring 
winds of winter and admitted the drifting snow to 
tc,;t the courage and cndmancc of the hardy inmates. 

The churches of these people, like their homes, 
were bare of comforts, with straight-backed pews 
and narrow, nncushioned seats. No heat was pm­
vided except that which the worshipcrs carried in 
their own sturdy physique and warm hearts, or in 
the case of the elderly matrons, indiYidnal foot­
warmers, fed with coals from the fires at home. 
:Multitudes of the churches of our fathers lacked 
P\'en a hou;,c in which to worship God, and they 
held their meetings in schoolhouses or in the honws 
of the people. l\Iany of the powerful movPments 
which characterized the early history of Baptists in 
this country and which were the foundations of the 
present great prosperity, began and were carried on 
to the glory of God without houses of worship, in­
quiry rooms, an organ, or other accompaniments 
considered necessary to the success of a modern re­
vival. 

Nevertheless, amid these apparently rigorous con­
<litions the Baptists thrived and grew. In this 
year of 1812 they numbered in the States which 
then formed the Union, two thousand four hundred 
and seventeen churches, one thousand nine hundred 
'Lnd sixteen minister,-, and one hundred nnd eighty-
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eight thousand t\\'o hundred and fifteen members; 
and Benedict, the Baptist historian, after cxtensin~ 
travel among them, writes that "the Baptists are 
scattered in every part of the United States. Scarce­
ly a mountain or valley in which they are uot t0 
be found." He estimated them to form one-fifth 
of the population of the whole conntry. They were 
scattered, howenr, :m<l also divided. The Baptist 
churches of different sections of the country had 
little communication with each other. Few com­
mon bonds of interest existed, and no general or­
ganization for any purpose whatever. The Phila­
delphia Association had been definitely organized as 
early as 1707, followed by the Charleston Associa­
tion in 17.'51, the Sandy Creek Association, of North 
Carolina, in 1758, and others in the South still 
later. The \Varren Association of churches in 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts was formed in 
1767, and four Associations in Vermont before 
1796, but it was not until 1812 that the Boston 
Association, later di\"idecl into four, was established. 

The formation of the English Baptist Missionary 
Society in Kettering, England, in 1792, and the 
early movements, trials, and successes of the Eng­
lish Baptist mission in India, were viewed with deep 
interest by many Baptists in this country, and did 
much to aronse a missionary spirit among them. 
Several Baptist ministers of this country, notably 
Rev. John \Villiams, of New York, and Rev. 
Thomas Baldwin, of Boston, maintained a regular 
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correspondence with William Carey an(l his asso­
ciates of Serampore, and contributions for the Scr­
ampore mission were sent from the Baptists of the 
United States to the missionary society in London, 
amountiug in one year to as much as six thousand 
dollars. The first crystallization of the missionary 
spirit was in the organization of the l\Iassachusetts 
Baptist l\Iissionary Society, which held its first 
meeting in Boston, l\Iay 26, 1802. The object of 
this pioneer Baptist missionary society of America 
was stated to be, "To furnish occasional preaching 
and to promote a knowledge of evangelistic truth 
in the new settlements within these United States, or 
farther, if circumstances should render it proper." 

This society immediately began the publication 
of the "l\Iassachusetts Baptist l\Iissionary l\fag­
azine," the first number being issued in Septem­
ber, 1803. In 1817 the name of this oldest of 
American Baptist periodicals "·as changed to the 
"Americau Baptist l\Iagazine," and again, in 1836, 
to the "Baptist :Missionary Magazine," under which 
title it still continues. Letters from William Carey, 
and othe1· missionaries in India, frequently appeared 
iu this magazine, which became the chief instru­
ment in fostering the rising enthusia1;,m for missions 
among American Baptists. This zeal for the ex­
tension of the kingdom of the Redeemer found ex­
pression in a rapid sucression of missionary societies 
organized in various parts of the country. A Bap­
~i.st Youths' l\Iissionary Society, formed in the city 
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of New York, ,July 2:3, 1806, was the first Baptist 
young people's society of America. The Female 
)Iite Society, started i11 Providence, R. I., in 1808, 
was the pioneer womau's Baptist missionary ,:o­
ciety. Other organizations of a cliaraeter similar 
to these three pioneer societies quickly followed. 
At the meeting of the N cw York Baptist Associa­
tion, in 1806, a missionary society was cstablishrd, 
and in 1808 this society united with that in l\Iasc;a­
cl1usctts in the support of a mission to the Tusca­
rora Indians. The Philadelphia Baptist l\Iission­
ary Society was also formed in 1806, aud missions 
were started by various Baptist Associations in 
South Carolina and Georgia without the formation 
of i,;pecial societies. The first strictly foreign mis­
sionary society of American Baptists was the Salem 
Bible Translation and Foreign l\Iissiouary Society, 
organized at Salem, l\Iassachusetts, in 1812, for the 
purpose of aidiug in the translation of the Bible 
then being made at Srrampore, India, by ,Villiam 
Carey and his companions, or, "if deemed fea,.iblc, 
to assist in sending a missionary or missionaries 
from this country to India." 



CHAPTER II 

FOK\IATION OF THE GENERAL l\HSSIONARY CON-

VENTION 

SUCH were the people and Ruch their condition 
when the call came for American Baptists to 

arise and enter independently into the work of 
preaching the gospel in distant lands aml to un­
known peoples. Bnt if the circumstances of the 
people were unpromising, the nature of the call was 
so singular and so significant with divine meaning 
that it roused the scattered and separated Baptists 
of America as the trumpet peal of the archangel 
calling the dead to life. 

In 1810 the American Board of Comrni8sioners 
for Foreign l\Iissions had been formed in Boston, in 
respon,-e to the demand of a few students in An­
(lover Theological Seminary that they be sent on a 
mission to the heathen. It was the first independ­
ent American movement in foreign missions. After 
a preliminary, but providentially unsuccessful, at­
tempt to become auxiliary to the London Missionary 
Society, nine missionaries had sailed from America 
for India, in the month of Fcbrnary, 1812, under the 
auspices of the American Board, to inaugurate the 
enterprise of American foreign missions. Adoniram 

9 
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,Judson and Ann Hassel tine, his wife, and Samuel 
Newell and Harriet, his wife, sailed from Salem, 
:i\Iass., on the nineteenth, while on the twenty-fourth 
Gordon Hall and Samuel Nott, with their wives, and 
Luther Rice, sailed from Philadelphia. The facil­
ities for rapid trarn;it known to more modern times 
were lacking, and the long voyage of four to six 
months to India hy way of the Cape of Good Hope 
afforded ample time for study and serious reflection 
upon the new and daring enterprise on which they 
had entered. The thoughts of two of the young 
men turned in the same direction. ,Judson on the 
"Caravan," and Rice on the "Harmony," remem­
bered that they would be called upon to lead the 
cmfferts, whom by the favor of God they hoped to 
win, into knowledge of the principles of Christianity, 
and if churches should be gathered, to see that they 
were established on correct foundations. They ac­
cordingly addressed themselvrs to more careful study 
of the true source of knowledge in these matters, the 
word of God. 

It is related of Judson, that during his course of 
stndy at Andover Theological Seminary, in a dis­
cussion concerning baptism, the professor had ap­
pointed him to present the views of the Baptists. He 
entered into the discns,:ion with such zeal for victory 
that he convinced himself of the truth of the Baptist 
position. But the astute professor immediately as­
signed to him the duty of answering his own argu­
ments, and his intense nml nrdent nature en~aged 
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in the tnsk with such enthusiasm that he speedily 
recon,·erted himself to Pedobaptist views. A ppar­
ently, hmYc,·cr, this experience had left an impres­
sion on his mind, and soon af'tc,· reaching Calcutta, 
Judson, not now in polemic cuntroYcrsy, but as a re­
sult of si11cere stu<ly of the X ew Testament, ndoptcd 
fully the Yiews of Baptists as to the church aud its 
ordinances. :Mrs. J11dson, at first grL'atly distressed 
iat the change in her husband's vic,rs, soon as a re­
sult of her in<lependent stmlies, became one with her 
hnsband in this matter, and they were baptized in 
Calcutta by Hev. "'illiam "'anl, September 6, 1812. 
Later their hearts were cheered and strengthened by 
learning that Luther Rice, pursuing the same studies 
on the other \'esscl, had also become a Baptist. l\Ir. 
Rice was bnptize1l in Calcutta, i\OYcmber 1, 1812. 

Baptists cngagell in the missions of othee bodies 
are not now unknown, but in the state of denomina­
tional feeling existing in America in 1812 such a 
thing was impossible. :Mr. Judson therefore wrote 
nt once to the American Board resigning hi;; connec­
tion, and at the snme time to Thomas Bal<lwin, D. D., 

pnstor of the Set:ond Baptist Chnrch of Boston, in­
quiring if the Baptists of America would form a 
society for foreign missions, and offering himself a;; 
its first missionary. It was also arranged that Mr. 
Rice should return to America to interest the Bap­
'tists in the new Baptist missionaries in I nclia. On 
the receipt of ::\Ir. Judson's letter to Doctor Baldwin, 
in the spring of 1813, a society was at once formed 
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in his home in Boston called, "The Baptist Society 
for Propagating the Gospel in India and other For­
eign Parts," which assumed the support of l\Ir. and 
l\Irs. Jnclson. Uncler the influence of l\lr. Rice's 
stirring appeals the Baptist l\Iissionary Society of 
Virginia wa,; formed at Richmond, October 28, 
1813. A similnr society was formed in Philadel­
phia, December 1, and the Savannah Baptist So­
ciety for Foreign l\fii;sions was organized December 
17, 18 I 3. The na ptist Foreign l\Iissionary So­
ciety of New York was formed February 21, 1814, 
another in Baltimore at about the same time, and 
others in various parts of the country in rapid suc­
cession. 

In 1814 the principal centers of Baptist influence 
in America were in Boston, in Rhode Island, in 
Philadelphia, and Virginia, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, but until the rise of the foreign mission 
monment they had no common bond of interest. 
In all these centers, except at Rhode Island, the 
Baptists were overshadowed by other bodies which 
antedated them in time and exceeded them in num­
bers. There was no general Baptist society, bnt one 
Baptist educational institution, now Brown U ninr­
sity, and no Baptist periodicals except the "Baptist 
Missionary Magazine," already mentioned, which 
was coming to have a wide circulation. It is a 
:;triking fact that the influence which called the 
Baptists of America from their lowly, nnorganized 
condition, united and consolidated their strength, 
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cncoumgcd them to more vigornus e!1orts at ho111(i 
as well as abroall, and started them on the career 
which has given them power and standing among 
the foremost religions denominations of America, 
was the call to engage in foreign missions. 

The first suggestion fo1· a general movement ap­
pears to h::we been made at the mreting of the 
Philadelphia Baptist Association, in 1813, when it 
was decided to form a foreign missionary society, 
and a general meeting of delegates from all Baptist 
missionary societies was suggested for the purpose 
of forming a general committee. As a result of this 
suggestion there assembled in Philadelphia in the 
following l\Iay the most representative and the most 
notable gathering of the Baptists of America which 
up to that time had ever been brought together. 

The meeting was composed of twenty-six clergy­
men and seven lnymen, from eleven different States 
and from the District of Columl,ia, most of whom 
now for the fii·st time looked upon each other's faces. 
Their names were: Thomas Baldwin, D. D., Rev. 
Lucius Bolles, A. ::.1., of Massachusetts; Rev. Stephen 
Gano, A. :-.1., of Rhode Islaud; Rev. John "Williams, 
)fr. Thomas Hewitt, l\Ir. Edward Probyn, l\Ir. Na­
thanael Smith, of New York; Burgiss Allison, D. D., 

Rev. Richard Proudfoot, Rev. Josiah Stratton, Rev. 
William Boswell, Re,•. Henry Smalley, A. M., Mr. 
l\fothew Randall, l\Ir. John Sisty, Mr. Stepheu Us­
tick, of New Jersey; ,villiam Rogers, D. D., Henry 
Holcombe, D. D., William Staughton, D. D., Rev. 
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\Villiam White, A. ::1r., Rev. John P. Peckworth, Re,·. 
Horatio G. Jones, Rev. Silas Hongh, Rev. Joseph 
Mathias, of Pennsylvania; Rev. Daniel Dodge, of 
Delaware; Rev. Lewis Richards, RcY. Thomas 
Brooke, of l\Iaryland; Rev. Luther Hice, A. ::1r., Dis­
trict of Columbia; Rev. Robert B. Semple, Rev. 
Jacob Grigg, of Virgiuia; Rev. James A. Ranald­
son, of North Carolina; Richard Furman, D. n., 
Hon. l\Iathias B. Tallmadge, of South Carolina; 
and Rev. \V. B. Johnson, of Georgia. 

Rev. Dr. Furman, of South Carolina, was chosen 
president, and Rev. Dr. Baldwin, of l\lassachusctts, 
secretary, and the following constitution was finally 
ailopted, after full discussion : 

,v c, the delegates from missionary societies and other 
religious bodies of the Baptist denomination, in various 
parts of the United States, met in convention, in the city 
of Philadelphia, for the purpose of carrying into effect 
the benevolent intentions of our constituents by organ­
izing a plan for eliciting, combining, :rnd tlirecting the 
energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort 
for senlling the glad tidings of salvation to the heathen 
mlll to nations deRtitute of pure gospel light, do agree to 
the following rnles as fundamental principles, viz: 

1. That this hody shall be styled "The General l\Iis-
8ionary Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the 
United States of America for Foreign l\Iissions." 

2. That a triennial co11Yc1ition shall, h('l'caftcr, be 
held, consisting of delegates, not exceeding two in num­
ber, from each of the several missionary societies, and 
other religious bodies of the Baptist denomination, now 
existing, or which may hereafter be formed in the 
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United States, and which shall each regularly contrilmte 
to the genernl missionary fund a sum amounting at 
least to one hundred dollars per annum. 

3. That for the necessary transaction and dispatch of 
business, during the recess of said Con,·ention, there 
sliall be a Board of twenty-one commissioners, who shall 
be members of the saill societies, churches, or other re­
ligious bodies aforesaid, triennially appointed by the said 
Convention, by ballot, to be called the "Baptist Board 
of Foreign :Missions for the United States," seven of 
whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of all busi­
ness, and which Board shall continue in office until suc­
cessors be duly appointed, and shall have power to make 
and adopt by-laws for the government of the said Board, 
and for the furtherance of the general objects of the in­
stitution. 

4. That it she.II be the duty of this Board to employ 
missionaries, and, if necessary, to take measures for the 
improvement of their qualifications; to fix on the field 
of their labors, and the compensation to be allowed 
them for their services; to superintend their conduct, 
and dismiss them, should their services be disapproved; 
to publish accounts, from time to time, of the Board's 
transactions, and an annual address to the public; to 
call a special meeting of the Convention on any extraor­
dinary occasion, and, in genernl, to conduct the execu­
tive part of the missionary concern. 

5. That such persons only as are in full communion with 
some regular church of our denomination, and who fur­
nish satisfactory e,·idence of genuine piety, good talent's, 
and fervent zeal for the Redeemer's cause, are to be em­
ployed as missionaries. 

6. That the Board shall choose, by ballot, one presi­
dent, two vice-presidents, a treasurer, a corresponding 
and a recording secretary. 



lli ,UlEHICA:-. BAPTIST }118S10XS 

7. Tlrnt the president, or in case of his absence or dis­
ability, the senio1· vice-president present., slrnll preside 
in all meetings of the Board, and when application 
shall be made in writing by any two of its members, 
shall en.II a special meeting of the Iloard, giving due 
notice thereof. 

8. That the trensurcr :shnll receh·e and faithfully ac­
count for nil the moneys paid into the treasury, keep a 
regular account of receipts and dislmrsements, make a 
report thereof to the snid Conl'ention, whene,·cr it shall 
be in session, and to the Board of Missions annually, and 
as often as by them required. He shnll also, hefore he 
enters on the duties of his office, give competent secu­
rity, to be approved by the Boan!, for the stock and 
funds thnt may be committed to his care. 

9. That the corresponding secretary slrnll maintain 
intercourse by letter with such individuals, societies, or 
public bodies, as the interests of the institution mny re­
quire. Copies of all the romm1111icntions made by the 
pnrticulnr direction of the Convention or Bonrd shall be 
by him handed to the recording secretary, for record and 
snfe keeping. 

10. That the recording serretnry shnll, e:c-o.fficio, be 
the secretary of the Conl'ention, unless some other be by 
them nppointed in his ~tead. He shall attend all the 
meetings of the Bonn!, nnd kC'ep a fitir record of all 
their proceedings, am! nf the transactions of the Con­
vention. 

11. Thnt in cnse of the denth, resignntion, or 1lisnhility 
of any of it~ offil'ers or memhers, the Board shall have 
power to fill such vacnncy. 

12. Thnt the snid Convention shall h:i.ve power, and 
in the interl'al of their 111C'eting, the Board of Commis­
sioners, on the recommeml:ition of nny one of the con­
stituent bodies belonging to the Conl'ention, shall also 
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ham power, to elect honorary members of piety and dis­
tinguished libernlity, who, on their election, shall Le en­
titled ton seat, and to take part in the debates of the 
Co1wention ; but it shall be understood that the right of 
rnting shall be confined to the delegates. 

13. That in case any of the constituent bodies shall be 
unalile to send representatives to the said Convention, 
they ~lrnll Le permitted to vote by proxy, which proxy 
shall Le appointed Ly writing. 

14. That any alterations which experience m1ty dic­
tate from time to time, may be made in these articles at 
the regular meeting of the Convention, by two-third» of 
the members present. 

At the meeting of the Board immediately after 
the adjournment of the Convention, l\fr, and Mrs. 
Judson were appointed its first missionaries, and the 
Board pledged itself to their support in mission 
work in India. Luther Rice was also appointed a 
missionary, but instructed to continue his services 
in arousing the churches of this country to greater 
interest in the work of foreign missions. William 
Stanghton, D. D., of Philadelphia, was appointed the 
first corresponding secretary of the Board, the head­
qua1·ters of which were to be in Philadelphia, aml 
l\Ir. John Cauldwel1, of New Yo1·k, was named as 
the first treasurer. As communication between dif­
ferent parts of the country was slow and difficult, it 
was arranged that the Convention should meet only 
once in three years, whence arose the common name 
by_which the Society was known in its earlier years, 
"The Triennial Convention." 

B 
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Thus was inaugurated the movement which made 
tl1e scattered and separate Baptists of Amcriea a de­
nomination. The feeling among them regarding this 
Convention is indicated by the words of the editor of 
the "Daptist Missionary Magazine," in introducing 
his account of the meeting in Philadelphia: 

Perhaps no event has ever taken place among the 
Baptist denomination in America, which has excited 
more Ih·e\y interest than the late missionary Convention 
held in the city of Philndelphia. It was indeed a sight 
no less novel than interesting, to behold brethren who 
had hitlwrto been unknown to each other by face, col­
lecting from North to South, from nearly all the States 
from l\Iassachmetts to Georgia (a distance of more than 
one thousand miles), for the important purpose of form­
ing a Ge11rral Convention, in order to concentrate the en­
ergies and direct the efforts of the whole denomination 
tlmmgliout the United States in sending the gospel to 
the heathen. 

This high resolve of the Baptists of this country 
to engage in the enterprise of foreign missions was 
further exalted by the condition of the country at 
that time. \Yar with England was still dragging on 
its tedious and exhausting comse. Although many 
splendid victoric;, had been won Ly the navy of the 
Americans on the sea and on the great lakes, the 
British were far from embarrassed by their reverses 
and the army of the United States had made little 
headway against the land force of the enemy. By 
her conflict with Napoleon, England had been for a 
time hampcrell in the prosecution of the war with 
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America; but the ,·ictorics of W cllington made it 
c,·idcnt that his forces would soon be rC'leased, as 
they were, and Great Britain be able to turn her full 
energies upon the stmggling American republic. 
Although the Embargo Act was repealed in April, 
1814, the peace party in New England continued 
\'igorous and aggressive. By demanding payment 
of enry note of the banks in the Middle and 
Southern States, and by introducing English bills 
in large quantities and at low rates, thc.,;e portions 
of the country were drained of their financial re­
sources, while British fleets harassed the Southern 
coasts and showed the disposition of the enemy to 
prosecute the war with increasing and relentless 
vigor. 

Undaunted by these unpropitious circumstances 
American Baptists launched the bark of their for­
eign mission enterprise with cheerful courage, trust­
ing the Lord, who had led them into the task by 
such a sign:11 exhibition of his providence, to prospe1· 
and bless the w01·k in behalf of the kingdom of his 
Son. 



CHAPTER III 

BEGINXINOS IN BURMA 

TIDINGS of the action of American Baptists for 
thei1· support did not reach the lonely mission­

aries in India until more than a year after the for­
mation of the missionary Convention. Driyen from 
Calcutta by the hostility of the English East India 
Company, the Jndsons fled to the Isle of France 
(~Iauritins); then, determined not to abandon India, 
they went back to :Madras. At last, in instant fear 
of being forcibly returned to England, they em­
barked on an unseaworthy brig, the "GPorgiana," 
which bore them, amid m:rny perils, to Rangoon, 
in the theu native empire of Burma, where they 
landed J nly 13, 1813, almost the only white per­
sons among that sa,·age and barbarous people. 
Hen•, for more than two years, in loneliness and 
1wril, they li,·ed aud laborell ,rithont companions of 
thei1· own race. On September 5, 1815, however, 
came the joyful news that American Baptists had 
r:illied to their support and a folly organized mis­
sionary co1l\'e11tio11 had adopted them as its mission­
aries and had pledged the funds neednl for the con­
tinuance of the work npon which they had entered 
at so mnch personal sacrifice and peril. 

20 



BEGIX~Il\G8 IX BUH~IA 21 

On their arrival at Rangoon, the ,Jucbons found 
a house occupied by the wife of Felix Carey, who 
was partly of native blood, and here they made 
thei1· first home in Bm111a. This eldest son of 
William Carey was one of the company sent to 
Burma by his father in an attempt to establish a 
mission in that country. At the time of the arrival 
of the Juchons, the English mission had been prac­
tically abandoned, as Carey, the only remaining 
missionary, had entered the 8e1Tice of the Burman 
government, in which he remained. This is the 
son of whom his eminent and devoted father wrote 
to Doctor Ryland, "Felix is shriveled from a mis­
sionary to an ambassador." In the interyaJ be­
tween their arri,·al in Burma and the opening of 
communication with the American Baptist Conven­
tion, the ,Tnd,;ons were sustained by the Baptist 
mission at Sc>rampore, "·hich made monthly grants 
for their support, and they were recognized for a 
time as members of the English Baptist mission. 

In 1813, Burma furnishrd a typical example of 
savage and cruel Oriental governments and peoples. 
The will of the king was the only and the absolute 
law. Every officer was a despot in his sphere and 
the slave of his superiors. The people, in person 
and property, were s114ject to the will and the 
caprice of the officers of the king. By his medical 
skill, Felix Carey had secured the favor of the 
Yiceroy at Rangoon and obtained from the king 
permission that the Bible might be translated into 
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the Bnrman language. Under these partially favor­
ahle conditions the new missionaries began their 
labors, and l\Ir. Judson applied himself to the study 
of the language with all his native intensity of 
applie::\tion aml great mental powers. His aids 
were few. Dr. Felix Carey hatl made some begin­
nings of literary work, but, for the most part, Mr . 
. Judson was compelled to prepare his own dictionary 
and grammar as he went on with his study, gather­
ing and comparing words and idioms day by day 
with that care and accuracy which made his trans­
lation of the Burman Bible one of the notable bibli­
cal versions of all times and tongues. 

,vhile exposed to much peril from the lawlm;s 
character of the people and from the location of 
their house without the limits of the city, the life of 
the Judsons was by no means so unhappy or unfa­
vorable for mission work as they had expected from 
their previous impressions of Burma. In addition 
to the conciliatory attitude of the viceroy of Ran­
goon, won by the medical skill of Carey, l\Ir .. Jud­
son had now gained his personal fa,·or and protec­
tion for himself. Of his pleasant impressions of 
Burma he wrote to Dr. William Carey on September 
2S, 1814: 

This is a, delightful climate. We have now seen all 
the seasons and can therefore judge. The hot weather 
in l\Iarch and April is the chief exception. Nature has 
done everything for this country and the government is 
very indulgent to all foreigners. \\·hen we see how we 
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are di~tinguishecl ahove all ar01111d, e,·en in point of 
worldly comforts, we feel that we want gratitude. Oh, 
that we may be faithful in the improvement of every 
mercy and patient under e\'Cry trial which God may 
have in store for us! "'e know not how the gospel can 
ever be introduced here ; eyerything in this rc8pcd ap­
pears as dark as midnight. 

The work of preaching the gospel wns necessarily 
held largely in abcy:mcc until the language could 
be acquired, an<] this prond so <lifficult with the 
inadequate aids at his comman<l, that Judson con­
fes8cd that he gained a better knowle<lgc of French 
in a few months than of Burman in three years. 
HoweYcr, by diligent application he had trnnslated 
the Gospel of :Matthew by 1816, and prepared se,·.,. 
eral tracts on phases of Christianity which seemed 
fitted to attract Burmnn minds and acquaint them 
with the fombmental principles of the gospel. On 
October l,1 of this same yenr arrived the first 
reinforcements of the infant Baptist mission in 
Burma. Re,·. George H. Hough and his wife, na­
tives of New Hampshire, were the first to sail from 
America under the auspices of the Baptist :Mission­
ary Convention, which indicated its sense of the 
importance of the printed word by appointing a 
printer as the first to start for the mission field 
under its direction. The Scramporc mission sup­
plied him with a printing press and all appliauccs 
necessary to place the trnth in the printed page 
before the Burman people. 
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The delay in giving the gospel to the people in 
oral form, caused by the difficulty in gaining a com­
mand of Burman speech, led l\Ir. Judson to under­
take a voyage to Chittagong, Arakan, to secure 
Christian converts to assist him, since the dialect 
used there was similar to that of the Burmans. He 
aho hoped that his health, which had become some­
what impaired, "·0111<1 receive benefit from the 
change. This journey, entered upon from such 
high motives, proved a source of untold anxiety 
and distress to the little mission circle in Rangoon. 
l\lr. Judson had expected to be absent three months . 
.At the end of that time the startling intelligence 
was receh·ed from Chittagong that neither he nor 
the nssel in which he sailed had reached that port. 
Imagine the dismay of l\Irs. Judson and her com­
panions, helpless amid their uncivilized surround­
ings. In addition, a sad change had come to the 
circumstances of the mission. The friendly official 
was supplanted by one of entirely different charac­
ter, who, by calling l\Ir. Hough before him and by 
threats, endeavored to extort bribes for toleration 
and protection. Still more ominous were the threat­
enings of war between Burma and England. British 
merchants hastily closed their business and departed 
from Rangoon. Ship after ship sailed away until 
only one foreign vessel was left in Rangoon River. 
On this the Honghs determined to embark, and with 
much difficulty persuaded l\lrs. Judson to accompany 
them. She went on board, hut before the ship had 
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left the river, she heroically resolved to retum and 
in the Rangoon home await the coming of her 
husband, or some certain news of his fate. The 
Houghs were compelled to retum with her, as she 
could not be abandoned in the unsettled condition 
of the country. In a week l\Ir. Judson arrived 
safe and well, having been driven from place to 
place by contrary winds and unable to reach his 
destination. Thus was the heroism of the devoted 
wife rewarded, and in this trial brightly shone forth 
the exalted traits of character which in after years 
han made immortal the name of Ann Hasseltinc 
Judson. 

Disheartened by the continued and increasing 
perils, the Roughs soon sailed with all the printing 
materials for Calcutta, leaving l\Ir. and Mrs. Judson 
again alone in Rangoon. Their lonely lot was soon 
cheered, however, hy the arrival of Rev. James 
Colman and Rev. Edward ,v. ,vhcelock, of Boston, 
with their wives, who reached Rangoon in Septem­
ber, 1818, after a tedious delay of several months 
in Calcutta, because of the infrequent and uncertain 
communication with Burnrn. For the help of the 
new missionaries, l\Ir. Judson began the preparation 
of his grammar, which was afterward published, 
and has remained a foundation for an accurate 
knowledge of the Burman language. Their joys 
were also heightened by the opening of a zayat for 
preaching the gospel, in April, 1819, the first house 
tlistincth·cly devoted to Christian worship in Burma, 
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the stronghold of Buddhism; and on June 19, after 
six years of toil, privation, and peril, their he:uts 
were gladdened by the baptism of the first Burman 
convert. This was l\Io11ng Nau, who was also, as 
far as history shows, the first convert from the big­
oted beliefs of Buddhism t-0 the tr11ths of the religion 
of J csus Christ. Two others were baptizcd on No­
vcm ber 7 of the same year, and the first Christian 
chnreh, composed of the three converts and the little 
band of American missionaries, began to shed its 
rays of divine light amid the darkness of Buddhist 
Burma. 

As their previous life in Burma had been a suc­
cession of pleasmes and perils, so the new joys of 
the Judsous were destined to an early eclipse. Both 
\Vheelock and Colman began to show symptoms of 
fatal disease, and it became necessary for l\Ir. \Vhee­
lock to sail for Calcnt.ta in hope of recovery. On 
the voyage, in a frenzy of delirium, he threw him­
self from his cabin window and was drowned in the 
bay of Bengal, the first of the long succession of 
American Baptists who have given their lives for 
the salvation of the people of Burma. The dawn­
ing success of the mission aroused the hostility of 
the Buddhist priests and Bnrman officials. Threats 
were uttered against. any who might be disposed to 
follow the new religion. The preaching zayat, 
which had often been crowded with hearers, was 
almost deserted, although located on one of the 
most frequented streets of the city. It became evi-
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dent that the mission work would brcomc increas­
ingly dilli.cnlt unless the favor of the despot at ,\xa 
con kl Le secnrcll, and Judson, with Colman, maclc 
the long journey to the capital in a small boat to 
seek an audience with the king. They were intro­
duced by the friendly official, formerly viceroy of 
Hangoon; but their petition was rejected, and they 
were compelled to return disappointed aml almost 
crushed under a sem;e of the difficulties and dangers 
which threatened their beloved "·orlc So strong 
was their feeling of the impossibility of success in 
Christian mission work in Burma "·ithout the toler­
ance of the arrogant and .pO\rcrful officials, that it 
was proposed to remove the whole mission to Chitta­
gong. In this crisis the faith and courage for con­
tinuance came from the few native converts, who 
argued that not even the powerful emperor could 
destroy the work of God, and entreated the rnission­
arirs not to leave them. It was arranged that the 
Judsons should remain in Rangoon and l\Ir. and 
:Mrs. Colman should go to Chittagong to open a 
mission, which should sern as a place of retreat in 
case the missionaries were compelled to leave Burma. 
Thus for a second time, so e:u·ly in its l1istory, did 
the Baptist mission in Burma narrowly escape aban­
donment. 

The Colmans arrived in Chittagong June 5, 1820. 
l\Ir. Colman's health, ne,·cr firm, soon succumbed to 
the climate, and he died at a place in the interior 
called Cox's Bazar, Jnly 4, 1822. l\Irs. Colman 
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labored for a time at Serampore as a teacher of 
children, ancl afterward married Rev. Amos Sutton, 
an Engli,;h Baptist missionary in Orit-sa, thns lw­
eoming a link in the chain which led to the found­
ing- of the great 1\111erica11 Baptist mission to the 
Tclngns. It was Mr. Sutton who, while 011 a vi:-;it 
to his wife's rclati,·es in America, brought the nee1ls 
of the Tclngn people to the notice of the Missionary 
Convention at it,; meeting in Richmond, Va., in 
1835. 

He also called to the attention of the Free 
Baptists of America the promising opening for 
a mission in Bengal Province, north of Orissa, and 
was thus the means of establishing the Bengal .Free 
Baptist Mission. 



CHAPTER IV 

TO THE END OP THE PIU8'1' BURMAN WAR 

n1HE sccon<l meeting of the General Missionary 
1. Convention, commonly known as "The Seroncl 

Triennial Convention," was held in the Sansom 
Street Baptist Church, Phila<lelphia, in l\Iay, 1817, 
ancl was an occasion of great interest. The foreign 
missionary movement hall greatly grown. Dele­
gates were present from twelve States, including 
Kentucky, it being the first time that Baptists west 
of the Allegheny Mountains had heen represented. 
At this epochal meeting, which lnsted a full week, 
five important measures were a<lopted, all of which 
are still in force aml han had a profonnd intin­
ence on the development of the Baptist denomina­
tion in this country. (1) "The Baptist Missionary 
::\Iagazinc" was adopted as the organ of the Conven­
tion. (2) A seminary for the training of young men 
for the ministry was authorized, an action which re­
sulted in the foun<ling of Columbian University, at 
\Yashington. (3) The churches were eamestly rcc­
ommen<le<l to observe the first l\1ou<lay in cve1-y 
month as a concert of prayer for missions. These 
three mcasur1:s were passell by the Convention. At 
the meeting of the Boar<l of Managers, imnwtliately 

2!) 
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after, steps were taken (-!) for opening m1sswns 
among the American Iudians, nJHl (5) two m1;;sw11-
arics, Hcv. ,John M. Peck and Hcv. James E. \Yelcl1, 
were appointc!l to labor among the new settlcnwnts 
i11 the vicinity of St. Louis, in Mis;;omi. Tl1is rt'­

markable Connmtio11 thus inaugurated 1110,·eme11t;; 
covering the whole grnnll(l of denomiuational jonr-
11alis111, !'<lucatio11, u11ity in el111rch life and home 
mission,;, Loth a111011g lrnlians and white people, ac­
tions which speak lotHlly of the piety, breadth, 
conragc, and mental calibre of the leading minds 
among those present. The annnal income of the 
Convention, which at first had been e;;timated at 
fiyc thousand eight hundred and fifty dollars, had 
advanced to twenty-six thousand and fifty-two dol­
lars and one cent. 

The measures thus adopted were carried steadily 
forward until the Fifth Triennial Convention, which 
was held in the Oliver Street Church, in New York 
City, in l\Iay, 182G. This meeting, lasting twel\'e 
days, marked a turning-point in the history of the 
Couvention. Columbian University, which had be­
come well established, was placed under a separate 
Board of trnstees for better legal and internal ad-
111inistration, a]J(l the lwadqnarters- of the Conven­
tion were remoyed from Philadelphia to Boston, 
wliere they haye since remained. This latter action 
was taken for two reasons: first, because passages 
to India could then be more easily arranged from 
Boston, but more especially because the funds of the 
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Co1wcntio11 were running low, an<l the Bapti:;h; of 
New England came forward and became responsible 
for the entire support of the missions. Because of 
this removal, Doctor Staughton resigned as cones­
pon<ling secretary of the Co11\'ention, and Lucius 
Bolles, D. D., who had been chosen assi:,;tant in 1824, 
became sole secretary in 182G. In this same year, 
and just before the meeting of the Convention, the 
Baptist General Tract Society, formed in ,v ashing­
ton, in 18:H, now known as the American Baptist 
Publication Society, had been removed to the city 
of Philadelphia, an action which was destined to 
exercise a profound influence on Baptist missionary 
work at home and abroad. As the year 1814 had 
marked the union of the Baptists of the United 
States in a common society and work, so the year 
1826 signalized the beginning of that division of 
labor among organizations supported by the same 
constituency for the more efficient prnsecution of 
diverse lines of denominational acth·ity, which was 
continnell by the founding of the American Baptist 
Home :Mission Society in 1832, and later by other 
organizations for local and special purposes and 
anus. 

For the benefit of her health l\Irs. Judson had 
been compelled to visit Serampore, in 1820, and in 
August, 1821, sailed for America, leaving Doctor 
Judson alone in Burma until the arrival in December 
of Rev. Jonathan Price, :1r. D., "·ho had been sent 
out by the Convention. The following month l\Ir. 
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Hough retumcd to Rangoon from Serampore, bring·­
ing back the printing press, the loss of which had 
Leen a serious hindrance to the work of the mission, 
which now went on with renewed vigor. ,Vithin a 
few months reports of the medical skill of Doctor 
Price reached the king at A \'a, and he was sum­
moned to the capital. Although reluctant to lean 
his work, Doctor ,Judson was compelled to go with 
him as interpreter. They left Rangoon August 28, 
1822, and were well receivcd Ly the king, who de­
sired them to remain in A,·a, and caused a house to 
Le ginn them. After much thought it seemed best 
to take adrnnt:1ge of this very favorable opportunity 
to open a mission in the capital of Burma, and Doc­
tor Judson went to Rangoon to meet l\Irs. Judson, 
who arri,·ed there December 5, 182;1, on her return 
from America, with Rev. Jonathan ,vade and his 
wife. l\lrs. Judson's presence in the United States 
had arousctl great interest, and she was urged to 
remain longer. But although her health was not 
fully restored, she decided, against the entreaties of 
her friends, to return to her husband and her work, 
a decision which in the providence of God led to 
the prcse1·,·ntion of the life and the securing to the 
world of the later labors of the pioneer of Baptist 
foreign missions. 

At this time the whole New Testament had been 
translated into the Burman tongue, and a church of 
eighteen members gathered in Rangoon. This 
promising work the J udsons left to the care of Mr. 
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Hough aml l\Ir. ,v ade, and went to A n1. with re­
joicing hearts in view of the bright openings an<l 
pro;;pects Lefore the mission in Burma. Their 
ardent hopes were <lestincd to Le rudely shattered. 
Alrcally the ominous whisper of threatening war 
was in the air. Rangoon was bombarded by the 
English forces and captnrcd l\Iay 23, 182-t. Dur­
ing the attack Messrs. Hough and "Tade were ar­
rested and threatened with <leath Ly tbc Burmans, 
and their unprotected wives expose<l to great peril. 
By the good hand of the Lord they were delivered 
and set free Ly the English on the capture of the 
city. But the Burmans had fled. Rangoon was in 
ruins. All hopes of useful missionary work was 
destroyed, and l\Iessrs. ,v ade and Hough, with their 
wives, removed to Calcutta, where they remained 
during the war, known in English history as the 
First Burman ,var. Having a copy of 1\fr. Judson's 
translation with him at Serarnpore, 1\fr. Hough 
printed five hundred copies of the Gospel of l\Iatthew 
in the Burman language, and l\fr. ,v ade supervised 
the publication of Judson's Burman dictionary issued 
at the expense of the British go\·ernment. 

l\fr. Judson and Doctor Price, at Ava, were ar­
rested Ly the Burmans on June 8, 1824, simply be­
cause they were foreigners, and supposed to be in 
sympathy with the English, and for more than a 
year and a half they were in prison at Ava, Amara­
pura, or Onngpenla (now spelled Aungbinle) under 
the most cruel tortures of body and mind which it 

C 
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is possible for the human constitution to survive. 
The Burmans gave no footl to their p1·isoners, who 
were entirely dependent upon their friends or the 
kindness of strangers for subsistence. That l\fr. 
Judson tlid not die of starvation in prison, that he 
survived the severe sufferings of his long imprison­
ment, was entirely due to the heroism of l\Irs. Jud­
son, who bought supplies as long as she had money, 
and then begged from house to house in order to 
obtain tlie food necessary to sustain her husband as 
well as herself. No words coultl describe the agony 
of those long months, both to the prisoner and to 
his feeble but heroic wife. l\Irs. Judson writes: 
"Of our sufferings and distresses none cn.n form an 
idea but those who were in confinement with us. 
You will hardly believe when I say that so entirely 
occupied were our minds with afflictions and seek­
ing means for deliverance, that months have elapsed 
without thinking of home or those dear friends on 
whom our thoughts have been so constantly fixed." 
Doctor J mlson wrote : ""re survive a scene of suf­
fering which seems not a reality, but a horrid 
dream.'' 

At one time l\Irs. Judson's house was plundered 
by the natives and nearly everything of value which 
she possessed was taken from her. Twice during 
the nineteen fearful months of Doctor Judson's im­
prisonment at Ava and Aungbinle she was brought 
to the gates of death, once ou tl1e birth of little 
Maria, that child of sorrow, and a second time with 
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the terrible spotte<l fever. Dming this last sickness 
the life of little Maria was prescrve<l by the sa<l­
heartc<l father, who obtained a short daily release 
from his prison, and in his chains bore his little 
daughter from house to house, begging that she 
might be fe<l by !he Burman mothers. Even 
heathen hearts coul<l not refuse such a pitiful re­
quest. Ami<l all the gloom and terror of these 
terrible months two comforts support.e<l :Mrs. Jud­
son <luring· her sufferings anJ suspense. A faithful 
Bmman Christian, l\Ioung Ing, with great Jevotion, 
stayed uullinchiugly by her side. She also foun<l 
frien<ls among the women of l\foung Shawloo's 
family. Shaw loo was governor of the north palace, 
aml it was through him that the release of Doctor 
Judson was at last obtaine<l. With what joy JiJ 
the heroic wife hail the <lay of deliverance, whcu 
with her hushan<l au<l chilJ they we1·e set free by 
the Burman authorities and sailed away to safety. 
But like other heroines in other times the tremen­
dous strain was too great for the frail strength of 
:i\Irs. Judson, au<l only six mouths after their release 
the heroine of Ava was laid to rest beneath the Hopia 
tree at Amherst. The closing scenes of her life 
were most pathetic. After reaching Amherst, Doc­
tor J nelson was called to the British headquarters to 
act as interpreter to the embassy clrnrge<l with ne­
gotiating a treaty of peace. During his absence 
l\Irs. J u<lsou <lie<l alone, October 24, 1826, with 
ouly natives to care for her iu her last moments. 
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So passed away one of the genuine heroines of 
earth. She ga ,·e her life for others, following in 
the footsteps of her Lord. To the noble army of 
Christian women, who ha,·e otforc<l themseh·es as a 
sacrifice for the sal vatiou of the heathen, she has 
been an example and au inspiration. She was the 
first woman to cuter upon Christian labors in a 
pnrely heathen kingdom in the East, and was the 
heroic pioneer of those who have followed her as 
she followc<l the Lor<l Jesus Christ. l\Iay the 
church never lack those rea<ly with the same heroic 
comage to surrender all, even life itself, when <luty 
calls to service for others an<l sacrifice for Christ. 

At the close of the war the prO\·inces of Arakan 
an<l Tenasscrim were cc<led to the English, and 
Amherst was selecte<l as hea<lqnarters of the English 
in Burma. Hither the Ju,lsons removed, reaching 
that place July 2, 182G, the \Va<les coming Novem­
ucr 23, a month after the <leath of l\Irs. J u<lson. 
l\Ir. Hough and Doctor Price uoth retire<l from the 
mission, the former uecoming an interpreter an<l 
teacher, an<l the latter entering the service of the 
Burman king at Ava. During the long captivity 
of Judson the manuscript of the Burman Bible, as 
far as translated, was preserved uy an evident mani­
festation of divine care. It was concealed from the 
suspicions Burmaus by being sewed into a pillow. 
At one time <luring Doctor Judson's confinement 
this was taken from him and thrown upon a heap 
of refuse as entirely worthless. Here it was provi-



TO THB END OF THE FIHST BURlllAN WAR 37 

dentially seen by :\Ioung Ing, who, since all the 
other possc:;sions of the ,J udsons had been de,;troycd 
or stolen, took thi:; old pillow simply as a memento, not 
knowing its value. Later the precious manuscript 
was discovered and taken with the liberated prison­
c1·s within the British lines. Uy this remarkable 
exhibition of the care of the Lord, Judson was en­
abled to resume his work of translation at the point 
where it had ended before the war began, and· to 
give the Burman people the whole Bible in their 
own language in a version so accurate and idiomatic 
that comparatively little revision has ever been 
called for. 



CHAPTER V 

GRO\\'TII A~D EXP.A~S10.N' 

WHILE the mission in Burma naturally c·n­
gagcd much of the attention of Amcric:111 

Baptists, their missionary activity was hy 110 means 
limited to this one fiehl. The missions among nri­
ons tribes of American Indians, founded before the 
organization of the General Convention, were con­
tinued, usually under the auspices of local societies. 
But in 1817 the Board of the Convention appointed 
Rev. IEaac ~IcCoy to labor among the Indians of vari­
ous tribes in Indiana and Illinois. Later Rev. Evan 
Jones and others were sent to the Cherokees in North 
Carolina. Other Baptist missionaries labored among 
various tribes in the East, and several of these mis­
sionaries accompanied the Indians in their cruel and 
unjust removal by the United States Government 
from their homes to the new territories allotted to 
them in the ,vest. l\Iany of these Indians had be­
come Christianized and comparatively ch·ilized and 
had accumulated property in their Eastern homes, 
and the forcible rending of the ties which bound them 
to their ancestral lands was one of those wholesale 
crimes which stain the pages of history, like the ex­
pulsion of the l\Ioors and of the Jews from Spain, 
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the Acadians from N O\'a Scotia, and the Jews from 
Russia. From lack of materials its harrowing his­
tory can never be fully written and it yet awaits its 
Longfellow to bring its shameful features to the 
hearts of the American people. 

The tribes which enjoyed the labors of Baptist 
missionaries were the l\Iiami, Kickapoo, Putawato­
mie, Shaw:moe, Cherokee, Creek, Oneida, and Tus­
carora, Ottawa, Choctaw, Ojibwa, Chippewa, Otoe, 
Omaha, Delaware, and Stockbridge. The work 
was greatly broken by the removal of many of these 
tribes to the ,vest, by which they were reduced to 
poverty and largely lapsed into barbarism. Yet 
missionary \\·ork was still continued with several 
tribes, notably the Cherokee and the Shawanoe, and 
nearly two thousand co1n-crts were baptized. With 
the outbreak of the Ci,·il "rar, in 1861, the mission 
work among the Indians, which had been carried 
on with diminished force for several years, practi­
cally ceased. In 1865 it m1s formally transferred 
from the foreign Board to the American Baptist 
Home l\Iission Society, whose successful work among 
the Indians in later years is a part of the history of 
Baptists in the United States. 

Africa also early claimed the missionary attention 
of American Baptists. Inspired probably by the 
rise of interest in missions among the whites, the 
Negro Baptists in 1814 organized the "African 
Baptist l\Iissionary Society," in Richmond, Va., for 
the purpose of sending mi;-sionarics to Africa. Be-
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cause of poverty, funds came in slowly, Lut in 1818 
they had gathered the sum of seven lnmclred dollars. 
Under these circumstances the General Connntion 
came to their aid, and at the mcetin~ of the Board 
of l\Ianagers held in Baltimore, April 28, 1819, 
two men selected by the Richmond Society, Colin 
Teague and Lott Carey, both of whom were free 
men and preachers, were appointetl as missionaries 
to Africa. They sailed in January, 1820, in the brig 
"Nautilus," from Norfolk, Virginia, and settled 
first near Free Town, Sierra Leone. The mission­
aries were connected with a colony sent out by the 
American Colonization Society, "·hich aftenrnnl 
permanently located at a place called l\lontscrado, 
the name of which was soon changed to l\IonroYia, 
and for the country the name of Liberia was adopted. 
l\Ir. Teague soon left the mission, and l\lr. Carey 
was joined by Re,·. C. l\I. Waring, also from Vir­
gm1a. A Baptist church was formed in 182--1, a 
school was opened by l\lr. Carey, and nine persons 
were baptizcd in that year. l\Ir. Calvin Holton, a 
graduate of Waterville College and the first white 
man to Le sent to Africa by American Baptists, 
joined the mission at l\lonroyia in 1826. A deep 
interest in the Christianization of Africa was shown 
by Baptists in this country. Five missionaries were 
sent out in the decade between 1830 and 1840. 
But the climate of Liberia proved unfnvorable to 
the residence of missionaries from America and 
only a few han ~one forth since the latter date. 
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Prosperity attended the labors of the missionaries, 
however, and the work extended from Monrovia to 
other parts of Liberia, especially to Grand Cape 
Mount and to Grand Ba:;sa. With the growth 
of Liberia, the Baptist churches have been greatly 
strengthened by colonies from the United States, 
and have attained an enrollment of more than three 
thousand members. Aid from this country was 
gradually withdrawn and wholly ceased previous to 
1880, and the Liberian chnrches lm,·e continued in 
a course of moderate prosperity on the basis of self­
snpport. ,vithin a few years some assi:-;tance on 
educational lines has been afforded by the K cgro 
Baptists of the South, and there were in 1800 some 
indications of a revival of interest in missionary 
work in Liberia among American Baptists. 

The four years from 1833 to 183 7 form a nota­
ble period in the history of American Baptist mis­
sions. Previous to 1833 the rising ticlc of mission­
ary zeal among American Baptists had expended 
its force almost wholly in Burma, in Liberia, among 
the American Indians, and in the more sparsely set­
tled regions of the United States. But now the 
swelling flood began to overlcap the barriers and 
flow forth to other lands in accordance with the 
divinely given impulse of obedience to the Saviour's 
last command, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." In that year the 
mission in Burma having occupied the three impor­
tant centcrs of Rang,1on, l\Io11lmcin, and Tavoy, 
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with outlying laborers at l\Iergui, Amherst, Kyonk 
Phyu in Arakan, and se,·eral minor points, the mis­
sionaries commissioned Rev. John Taylor Jones of 
their own number to open a mission in Bangkok, 
Siam, where he was joined in 1835 by Rev. William 
Dean. In 1833 was also founded the Baptist mis­
sion in France on the recommendation of Professor 
Irah Chase, of Newton Theological Institution, who 
with Rev. J. C. Rostan, had been sent as a deputa­
tion to r<>port on the advisability of opening a 
Baptist mission i11 that country. Rev. Isaac Will­
marth was sent by the General l\Iissionary Conven­
tion to this field in 1834, and "·as follo"·ed by Rev. 
Erastus Willard and others. On April 22, 1834, 
Johann G. Oncken and six others were baptizcd in 
the river Elbe, near Hamburg, Germany, by Pro­
fessor Barnas Sears, and thus was begun that great 
German Baptist Mission which has spread all over 
Central Europe and lo which the Baptist missions 
in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Russia owe 
their inspiration and their birth. In 1834 also, a 
mission in Hayti was begun by the appointment of 
l\Ir. William C. l\Ionroe as a missionary to labor in 
that part of the "\Vest Indies, but this was discon­
tinued in 1837 with the retirement of Mr. l\Ionroe 
from the work. 

At the eighth triennial meeting of the General 
Missionary Convention held in the city of Richmond, 
Va., in 1835, the mic-sionary enthusiasm of Ameri­
can Baptists reached a higl•cr point than had before 
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been attained. By the liberal contributions of the 
denomination all the expenses of the missions and 
their administration had been fully met, and a grati­
fying surplus was in the treasury. The state of the 
mbsionary movement among the churches was such 
that enlargement was felt to be imperatiYe in order 
to allow full scope for the growing zeal for the ex­
tension of the kingdom of the Redeemer. Two cor­
responding secretaries were chosen, instead of one 
as heretofore; the services of the treasurer, which 
had been gratuitious up to this time, had become so 
arduous and important that arrangements were made 
that he should recei,·e suitable compensation; it 
was resolved to "endea,·or, by the blessing of God, 
to raise during the coming year at least one hundred 
thousand dollars, for the purpose of sending the 
gospel to the heathen," and the following general 
instruction to the Board of l\Ianagers was passed 
"after animating remarks by different brethren." 

Resofred, That thi.;; Convention, feeling deeply the duty 
of the American Baptists to engage in far more enlarged 
and vigorous efforts for the conversion of the ~vhole world, 
instruct the Board to establish new mis:;ions in every un­
occupied place where there may be a reasonable prospect 
of success ; and to employ in some part of the great field, 
every properly qualified missionary whose services the 
Board may be able to obtain. 

The immediate establishment of a mission among 
the Telinga, or Telugu, people of India, was also rec­
ommended by a special committee appointed to con-
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si<ler the subject as presented in an a1hlrcss before 
the Co1l\'cntion by Hev. Amos Sutton of the Ei1glish 
Baptist l\Iission in Orissa, lmlia. l\Ir. Sutton, as 
already stated, hail marric1l in India, the widow of 
He,·. James Colman, one of the early martyrs of the 
American Baptist l\Iissions in Arakan, and was at 
this time visiting her relatives. In this providential 
way was hro11ght to the attention of American Bap­
tists the Telugu mission field, which has witnessed 
the most inspiring tri11111phs of the gospel, and which, 
with the Karen mission, has ma1le the name of 
American Rapti~t,; illustrious in the missionary 
annals of the ,rnrhl. 

The first rrsnlt. of this great Convention was the 
appointment of He,·. Howard Malcom as a deputa­
tion to visit the mi,;sion fields in Asia. He sailed 
from Boston in September, 1835, with a large com­
pany of missionaries, among whom were Rev. Elisha 
L. Abbott and Rev. Samuel S. Day, designated to 
open a mission among the Tclingas as the people 
were then called, or Telngus, as they are now known. 
Defore arri\'al in India it was decided by l\Ir. l\Ial­
com and the missionary company that l\lr. Abbott 
should go to the Karen mission in Burma, which he 
did, leaving l\Ir. and l\Irs. Day to open the Baptist 
mission among the Telugus. They landed first at 
Vizagapatam, after a time remand to l\Iadras, and 
in 1840 located at N cllorc, which for twenty-six 
years continued the only station in the Telugu mis­
sion-the "Lone Star." 
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A seco1Hl result of the action of the Conveution 
at Richmond 11·as ihe opening of the mission in 
Greece. Its headquarters were first established at 
Corfu, but gradually othe1· points were occupied. 
Although the gospel found ready listene1·s among 
the Greeks, there has never been any large number 
who were impelled to lean the national church. 
The Greek mission was carried on for a long series 
of years, often amid perseu1tio11s and usually in the 
face of obstacles and indifference, until the work was 
finally discontinued in 1886. 

Inspired also by the glowing zeal of the mission­
ary spirit among American Baptists at this period, 
ReY. Nathan Brnwn, of the mission in Burma, with 
l\Ir. 0. T. Cutter, a p1·inter, responded to the i11Yi!a­
tion of an English official in Assam, and opened 
mission work at Sadiya in the extreme northeastern 
part of that proYince of India, in the year 1836. 
The missionaries had become acquainted with a race 
of people called Shans, occupying the hills of north­
eastern Burma, and learning that this race or tribe 
extended over the mountains into Assam, where they 
are called Khamti, the mission in Assam was begun 
u11der the name "mission to the Shans," and also 
with the idea of ultimately effecting an entrance to 
the western proYinces of China, a plan which was 
formally endorsed and encouraged by the Board of 
l\Ianagers of the ConYention. 

"Thile these stirring advances were being made in 
the missionary work abroad, events of great interest 
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and importance were occurring at home. At the 
same Convention held at Richmond at which the 
establishment of the Telugu mission was authorized, 
the following resolution in regard to the Bible work 
was adopted : 

Resoll'ed, 'fhat the generous donations which have re­
peatedly been made to the fun1ls of the Convention by 
the American Bihle Society, the American 'fract Society, 
and the Baptist General Trnct Society, are regarded hy 
this body as a delightful indication of that increasing 
spirit of Christian union and fraternal co-operation which 
is the promised precursor of :\Iessiab's promised reign. 

The translating and giving to the peoples on the 
mission fiel<ls the wor<l of God had always been 
considered an object of the highest importance by 
American Baptists. Large sums had been expended 
by them out of the general conti-ibutions to the Con­
vention, in addition to the amounts received from 
various Bible Societies, chiefly those noted in the 
above resolution. 

The harmonious and deligl1tful course of affairs 
referred to in this resolution was however destined 
to a speedy and rude disturbance. Versions made 
by the. Baptist missionaries had always been pre­
pared on the principle of giving to people of every 
language the exact meaning of the Bible in the 
original, by translation. This had aroused a protest 
on the part of Pedobaptist missionaries in India, 
which had led to a refusal on the part of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society to furthei' assist in the 
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pr111trng uf the Bengali translation of the Bible ma<le 
by the Euglish Baptist missionaries. The same pro­
test was forwarded to the American Bible Society, 
and after prolonged consideration and discussion 
that society adoptc<l a resolution that they woul<l 
aid only such versions as conformed in the principle 
of thei1· translation to the Common English Yersion. 
This ma<le it impossible for the society to continue 
its appropriations for the versions made by Judson 
and other Baptist missionaries in India, an<l led to 
the separation of the Baptists from the American 
Bible Society. At the meeting of the Board of 
Managers of the General Convention, hehl in Hart­
fonl, in 183G, a special committee was appointed on 
this subject, which presented the following report : 

The committee, to whom was referred the communi• 
cation from the Board of l\Ianagers of the American 
Bible Society, unanimously report : 

That these communications present two subjects, for 
the decision of the Board : 

1. l\Ir. Brigham, in his letter dated l\Iarch 25, 1836, 
states that on the 17th inst., at a meeting of the mana­
gers, the sum of fh·e thousand dollars was appropriated 
to the Baptist Board of Foreign ]\fissions, to promote 
the circulation of the Scriptures in foreign tongues. 

This appropriation, however, was made in accordance 
with certain resolutions of the Board of l\fanngers, 
adopted Feb. 17, 1836, one of which resolutions declares, 
"That in appropriating money for the translating, print­
ing, or distributing of the sacred Scriptures in foreign 
languages, the managers feel at liberty to encour:ige only 
such ve~sions ~, conform in the principles of their transla-
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tion to the Common English version, at least so far us that 
all the religious denomin:l!ions represented in the society 
can consistently use and circul.1te said versions in their 
se,·eral schools and commnnitiPs." Another resolution 
declares, "That the sever:11 l\lis"'ionary Boards be in­
formed that their applications for aid must be accom­
panied with a de<"laration that tl,e ver::<ions which tlley 
propose to circulate are executed in accordance with 
the above resolutions." 

The committee recommend to the Board the adoption 
of the following preamble and resolution: 

,VHF.RF.AS, This Board, at their nnnual meeting, held 
in Salem, in April, 1833, adopted the following resolu­
tions: 

Resol1•ed, That the Board feel it to be their duty to 
adopt all prudent measures to give to the heathen the 
pme word of God in their own languages, and to furnish 
their lllissionaries with all the means in their power to 
lllake the translations as exact a representation of the 
mind of the Holy Spirit as may be possible. 

Resolved, That all the missionaries of tlw Board, who 
are, or who shall be, engaged in translating the Scrip­
tures, be instrncted to endeavor, by earnest prayer and 
diligent study, to ascertain the exact meaning of the 
original text; to express th,1t meaning, as exactly as the 
nature of the hrnguages into which they shall translate 
the Bihle will pt>rmit; and to transfer no words which 
are capable of being liternlly trnnslated. 

And ,v11ERF..\S, Tlw Board still :lllheres firmly to these 
resolutions, as expressing, in their judgment, the only 
true princivle on which translations can be made; and 
as uttering what they belie\'e to be the tlecilled opinion 
of the great mass of the denomination whom they repre­
sent : ThNefore, 

Resolved, That the Board of l\fan:1gers of the American 
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Biule Society be respectfully informed that this Board 
cannot, consistently and conscientiously, comply with 
the conditions on which appropriations arc now made, 
and cannot therefore accept the sum appropriated by 
the Board of l\Ianagcrs 011 the 17th of .March, 183G. 

2. l\Ir. Brigham further informs the secretary of the 
Doiml, thnt it is in coute111plation to 8cnd Biule agents 
to several of the large missionary stations abroad, to 
take charge of the interests of the Bible cause so far as 
the American Bible Society is concerned. It is <lesigued 
that the agent, in each case, lie of the denomination to 
which the missionaries on the ground belong. \Vould 
it, Sir, be agreeable to your Board, to have such an agent 
sent to any of your stntions? 

The committee recommend the adoption of the fol­
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That in the present state of things, the Board 
cannot perceive thnt the appointment of an agent of the 
American Bible Society, at any of their stations, would 
subserve any valuable purpose. 

The committee further recommend the adoption of 
the following preamble and resolution : 

\VHEREAS, The Board have been impelled, by a con­
scientious conviction of duty, to decline accepting the 
appropriation of funds made, on certain conditions, hy 
the Board of l\Ianagers of the Arnericnn Bible Society; 
as the translation, printing, and distribution of the sacrC'd 
Scriptures in the languages of the heathen are vitally 
connected with the glory of God and with the salvntion 
of men; and as the American Baptists enjoy grcnt faci]i. 
ties for prosecuting this important work : Therefore, 

Resolved, That our brethren throughout the Union be 
most earnestly requested to adopt mensures in their 
churches, Associations, missionary societicR, or by nny 
other suitable means, so to augment the funds of the 
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Board, that the work of trn11sl:1ti11g, pri11tiug, and dis­
tributing the word of God, in heathen tongues, niay Le 
pro~cculcd with diligence and energy ,·ommensurate 
with tlie grandeur and surpassing importance of the 
enterprise. 

Under these circnmst:rnces there was formed in 
the city of X ew York, May 12, 1836, by a company 
of Baptists, the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
but its attempt to obtain incorporation in the Legis­
lature of Xew York was defeated by the friends of 
the American Bible Society, and it could not obtain 
legal authority to act until the passage of the gen­
eral Act for chartering societies, iu 1848. How­
ever, it received the support of American Baptists, 
and large sums were raised and forwarded to the 
missions for the publication of versions made by 
Baptist missionaries, in the Burman and other lan­
guages. 

"'hile insisting on full translation of the versions 
made abroad, the American and Foreign Bible Society 
refused to commit itself to an English version in 
which the terms referring to baptism were accurately 
translated. Hence on l\Iay 27, 1850, was formed 
in the city of New York, the American Bible Union, 
for the a,·owed purpose stated in its Constitution, 
"To procure and select the most faithful versions 
of the sacred Scriptures in all languages throughout 
the world." During the years of its existence the 
1·cceipts of this society amounted to more than oue 
million dollars, and " its versions influenced e,·ery 
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translation by Protestants, in Europe, Asia, Africa, 
aml America." The purpose uf the Bible Union in 
calling attention to the importance of foll an<l accu­
rate translation of the original Scriptures into ull 
languuges having been accomplished, it was practi­
cally absorbed by the American an<l Foreign Bible 
Society before 1881. 

Various attempts were made to effect some modi­
fication by which Baptists coulcl again co-operate 
with the American BiLle Society, Lut none were 
successful. In 1879 the Bible Society rcvise<l its 
by-laws and omitted the article which ha<l chiven 
Baptists from co-operation with that society in BiLle 
work. It was for a time beliew<l that this would 
enable the Baptists to retum to affiliation with this 
society, and to test the attitude of the society towar<l 
translations made by Baptist missionaries, the Ex­
ecutin! Committee of the American Baptist l\Iission­
ary Union, in October, 1880, made an application 
to the American Bible Society for a grant to aid 
in the circulation of Doctor ,Ju<lson's Burman and 
Doctor l\f ason's Karen versions. The application 
was refused, which plainly showed that while there 
had been a change in language, the attitude of the 
.American Bible Society was the same as before. 
By this act the whole question of Bible work by 
American Baptists was again opened, and a confer­
ence called hy various committees was held in Sara­
toga, N. Y., May 22 a1Hl 23, 1883, at which the 
whole question was fully consi<lered. This great 
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Bible Co1wention was the largest and most repl'e­
sentati\·e delegated c01we11tio11 which had ever been 
belt! Ly American Baptists. After prolonged de­
liberation the harmonious result of the Convention 
was tbt the foreign Bible work of the American 
Bapti,,ts shouhl be committed to the American Baptist 
?II issiouary U niou, nncl the home Bible work to the 
American Baptist Publication Society, nnd that the 
American and Foreign Bible Society and the Ameri­
can Bible Union, should Le merged into the Ameri­
can Baptist P11Lliention Society.1 

l A full ncconnt of the Bible work of American Baptists will 
be found in "Bible Societies and the Baptists," by C. C. Bitting, 
D. D., published by the American Baptist Publication Society in 
1897. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE SOUTHERN" BAPTIST COXVEXTION 

AS early as 1840 a restlessness in the relations 
between the :Northern and Southern Baptist 

churches on the subject of slanry was evident. 
This was seen in a circular issued by the Acting 
Board of the ConYention, No,·ember 2, 1840, stating 
that the Board held itself aloof from the question of 
slavery as not coming within the scope of its opera­
tions. In 1842 a missi,·e was addressed to all the 
missionaries of the Co11\'ention, by a body calling 
itself "The Provisional Foreign l\lission Committee 
of the American Baptist Anti-slavery Convention," 
charging the Board of l\Ianagers of the Convention 
with yielding its neutrality in the matter of slavery, 
with adopting a humiliating attitude toward slave­
holders, asserting that the entire North would aban­
don the Convention, and asking if the missionaries 
receh·ing the circular would rcceh·e their support 
from an anti-sla,·ery Co11\'ention to be formed. The 
Board denied the charges and disclaimed all sub­
serviency either to the South or Korth, in a circular 
dated November 15, 1842. At the meeting of the 
Board of l\lan:igers held in April, 1843, the follow­
ing preamble and resolution were adopted : 
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\VHEREAS, It appears to h11vc Leen extensively under­
stood that Ly certain trnusactions at Baltimore, during 
the last session of the Convention, the neutral attitude of 
the Boitrd in relation to sl:trnry was changed, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Circular issued hy the Acting Board 
in the year 1840, asserting their neutrality on all sub­
jects not immediately connected with the great work to 
which they were specially appointl'd, be reissued and 
printed with the Report of this year, as expreBsive of 
the sentiments and position of the present Board. 

The eleventh triennial meeting of the Baptist 
General Convention was held in the city of Phila­
delphia, April 24, 1844. The conflict of feeling in 
regard to the question of slavery instead of being 
allayed, had rather increased. At this Convention, 
however, the following resolution was adopted with 
great unanimity : 

\VHEREAS, There exists, in various sections of the 
country, an impression that our present organization 
inrnlves the fellowship of the institution of domestic 
slavery, or of certain associations which are designed to 
oppose that institution, 

Therefore, Resolved, That, in co-operating together as 
members of this Convention in the work of foreign mis­
sions, we disclaim all sanction, either express or impliC'tl, 
whether of slaYCry or of anti-sl,wery; lmt, as individual~, 
we arc perfectly free both to express and to pron1ote, 
elsewhere, our own views on these tmhjects in a Christian 
nwnner and spirit. 

Notwithstanding the conciliatory attitude of the 
Convention this was the last meeting at which the 
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whole countl'y was represented. Of the thirty-two 
members present at the organizatiou of the Conven­
tion only six members were living. The Convention 
of 1844 adjourned to meet in Cincinnati, in April, 
18-17, bnt before that date evcnts occurred whi<'h 
made another meeting of Baptists of all the Stall's 
in the Convention impossible. The Conventio11, as 
representing the whole country, was a thing of the 
past. In the city of Philadelphia, where it began 
with the union of the Baptists of the whole country 
for the first time in au organization, there it cea5cd 
to live as repre,-cnting all the States. 

At the annual meeting of the Board of l\Ianagers 
held in Pro\'idence, H. I., April 30, 1845, the fol­
lowing report on the subject which was exciting the 
attention of Baptists throughout the whole country, 
was adopted : 

The committee to whom was referred the correspon1l­
ence l,etween the Alabama State Convention and the 
AC"ting Boanl, h:we attended to the duty confided to 
I-hem, and ask leave lo present the following statements, 
as embracing, suhstantially, their' views on the subject 
to which the correspondence refers. They are happy 
also to add, that in these views the members of the Act­
ing Board present, in general, coincide. 

1. The spirit of the constitution of the General Con­
,·ention, as well as the history of its proceedings from 
the beginning, renders it apparent that all the members 
of the Ilapt.ist denomination in good standin~, whether 
at the North or the South, are constitutionally eligible 
to all appointments emanating either from the Conven­
tion or the Board. 
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2. \\'hile this is the case, it is possible that cont.in­
gcncics ma.y a.rise, in which the carrying out of this 
principle might create the necessity of making appoint­
ments by which the brethren of the North would, either 
in fact, or in the opinion of the Christian community, 
become responsible for institutions which they could not, 
with a good conscience, sanction. 

3. \\'ere such a ease to occur, we could not desire 
our brethren to violate their com·ictions of duty by 
making such appointments, but should consider it in­
cumbent on them to refer the case to the Conventiou 
for its deci::-ion. 

All which is respectfully submitted, i..n behalf of the 
committee. 

F. \VAYLAND, Chairnwn. 

This report was not satisfactory to the Baptists 
of the South, and the committee of the Alabama 
Cmwention addressed a direct inquiry to the Acting 
Board in Boston, asking if a slavcholder "·ould Le 
appointed as a missionary. The reply was that in 
accordance with the conscicntions convictions of the 
members of the Boanl they could not appoint any 
person as a missionat·y who was the owner of slaves. 

The incvitaLle result of the controversy had been 
foreseen, and in response to a suggestion of the 
Foreign l\Iissionary Society of Virginia, a large and 
enthusiastic gathering of Southern Baptists met in 
Augusta, Georgia, by whom on l\Iay 8, 1845, the 
Southern Baptist Convention, with two Boards, one 
for foreign and one for home missions, was formed. 1 

1 An account of the formation of the Southern Raptis! Conven­
tion will be found in "A History of the Baptists in the Southern 
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The separation of the missionary efforts of the 
Baptists of the Northern and Southern portions of 
this country was deeply deplored by many of the 
leaders of the denomination in both sections. Ear­
nest efforts were m:ule by some to :wert what 
seemed to them a serious disaster, but it was ap­
parent lo multitudes that separation was unaYoicl­
able. If it had not occurred at that time it would 
unquestionably have been necessarily made at a 
later date. It is but fair to say, howe,·er, that the 
forebodings of disaster were not fully jnstificd. 
While diYision, in itself and for many reasons, was 
to be deplored, the missionary cause suffered no in­
jury, bnt was rather advanced by the separation. 
The distance of the Sonthern States from the head­
quarters of the Acting Board of the General Con­
vention, in Boston~ caused the general interest of 
the churches in the South in the conduct of the 
Board to be of the weakest character. ,vhilc many 
of the most prominent leaders of the Southern 
churches were ardently interested in the prosperity 
of the missions, the remoteness of the actiYe man­
agement was a serious disadrnntagc. By the sepa­
ration of the missionary activities of the Northern 
and Southern Baptists the responsibility of both was 
increased. The Baptists of the Nortb became aware 
that by the loss of the help of the Southern Baptists 
the whole support of the missions was thrown upon 

States East of the :lfississippi," p. 206. by B. F. Riley, D. n., pub­
lished by the American Baptist Pnhlication Society, in 18\!8. 
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them, and if they were to be maintained in full 
power and effectiveness greater zeal aml greater 
liberality on their part were called for; while the 
So11thern Baptists, by the organization of their for­
eign mission Board in connection with the Southern 
Baptii;t Convention, had the question of missions 
brought home to their hearts anti local loyalty in 
the strongest and most convincing manner. "\Vhile 
undoubtedly there was considerable feeling, which 
was to be regretted as between different sections of 
the same Christian body, yet on the "·hole the sepa­
ration served to provoke each section of the denom­
ination to love and good works. Their ardor was 
aroused, their local interest was engaged, and the 
missionary activities of both the Northern and 
Southern Baptists \\'ere largely increased, and since 
that time have gone forward harmoniously and, in 
some instances side by side, with always increasing 
magnitude and power. 

Of all the missionaries under appointment by the 
General Convention two, the Rev. J. Lewis Shuck 
and the Rev. I. J. Roberts, of China, preferred to 
continue their labors under the auspices of the newly 
formed Southern Convention. l\Ir. Roberts was lo­
cated at Canton, where Mr. Shuck had already been 
associated with him; but after his visit to America 
~Ir. Shuck was transferred to Shanghai, where he 
was associated wi'th that mir,;sionary afterward so 
eminent in the annals of the Southrrn Baptist nus­
sions, Matthew T. Yates, D. D., and others. 
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It is related of Mr. Simek that shortly after his 
connr,;ion a collection for missions was taken in the 
church of which he was a member. After the col­
lection, as the offeriug was being countcll, there was 
foun(I upon the plate a card upon which was written 
the word "myself." This was the young Christian 
convcrt's first offering to the cause of missions, am! 
it is the nolilc:;t which any person can ever make. 

The Rev. I. J. Roberts had first gone to China 
in 183G, to be supported on the basis of a fund sup­
posed to amount to about thirty thousand dollars, 
whieh he' hacl himself ginn into the hands of the 
Kentucky China )fission Soeicty, formed for the 
purpose. As the income of the fond faile<l to pro­
vide his support he joined the staff of the General 
ConYention, but was soon transferred to the South­
ern Board. l\Ir. Roberts was a man of unques­
tioned Christian devotion, but of somewhat erratic 
and peculiar character. While laboring urnlcr the 
au:;pices of the Southern Board he yet continued in 
a semi-independent relation to the other mis;;;ionarics 
at Canton, the property which he occupied hadng 
hecn acquired by means raised by himself. Yet his 
labors were generally successful and eontinued with 
a reasonable degree of harmony, until finally his re­
lations with the Convention were <lisso!Ycd in 1852. 
lie, howc\'er, continued his mission work independ­
ently. ,v ang, the leader of the great Taiping re­
bellion, had studied with l\lr. Roberts in his mission 
school at Canton, and after the breaking out of that 
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rebellion l\Ir. Roberts visited the leatler in his camp. 
He was hy him appointed as foreign minister of the 
Taiping gonrnmeut in 1860, and it was probably 
through his influence that a decree was issued Ly 
the rebel goYCrnment abolishing idolatry. In the 
timc-honoretl literary examinations it was decn·Pd 
abo that Bible themes should Le s11bstit11ted for 
Confucian subjPcts, and in this and other ways the 
lcaclcr showed his contempt for the ancient ideas 
which had ruled China, and his desire to inaugurate 
a new order of alfair:-;. He sought the friendship 
of foreign nations; and it has always been a ques­
tion whether the future of China would not lia,·c 
been greatly ach-aneed by the success of the rebel­
lion. It may he that with all his conscientiousness 
General Gordon committed the great mistake of his 
life in aiding to subdue the army of the Taiping 
rebels. It had become evident that without for­
eign aid the rebellion would be successful, and it 
is possible that if the hands of the foreign troops 
had been withheld, thirty-fiye years ago, China 
would have been farther advanced in the arts and 
sciences of ciyi)ization as well as in receptivity 
toward the truths of Christianity than she was in 
1900, and the troubles of that year woulcl not have 
occurred. After a time, howc,·cr, 1\Ir. Roherts 
qnarrelcd with the leader of the rd1ellion and 
turned against him. The whole career of this mis­
sionary was of the most romantic and thrilling char­
acter, from the devotion of his whole property to 
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the missionary work, as a young man, to his death 
at Upper Alton, Illinois, Dec. 28, 1871, of leprosy, 
contracted while ministering to the unfortunate vic­
tims of that terrible disease. 

The principal stations of the Southern Baptist 
mission in China were lorate<l in the miJ;;t of the 
scenes of the Taiping rebellion, at Canton and 
Shanghai, and shared in the YicissituJcs of that 
contest. They were nc\'cr molested, however, by 
the leaders of the rebellion and experienced mnch 
prosperity in the places in which they held control. 
Rev. R. H. Graves, 111. D., was for many years the 
leader of the work in Canton, rendering eminent 
sen·iees in evangelistic, literary, an<l in educational 
work in training nati,·e assistants in the mission. 
The most eminent figure in the mission at Shanghai 
continued to be l\I. T. Yates, D. D. An interesting 
and singular physical phenomenon is recorded of 
Doctor Yates. He went to China at the age of 
twenty-se\'en. During his first stay of senral yc'ars 
in China he gained one inch in height; during his 
secornl stay he gained two inches more, making 
three inches in statnre gained after the age of 
twenty-senn. His physical proportions in other 
directions increased corr<'spomlingly. This could 
hardly han Leen considered as a testimony to the 
unhealthfulncss of miHsionary life in China. 

From 1860 to 1865 the China mission, in common 
with other missions of the Southern Baptists, was 
embarrassed by wars both in China and in the United 
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States. During the8e troublous times the mission­
aries 8l10wed great lwroism :rn1l self-denial. Tlwy 
declared that even if funds were entirely cut off the 
mission should be continued, and some of the mis­
sionaries pursued their labors for sevcrul years with 
hut scant,· all(l occasional remittances from the . -
Board in this country. 

Soon after the formation of the Southern Conven­
tion it began operations in the Hepuhlic of Liberia. 
The work was carried on 1•hiefly by Negroes, the 
fow white missionories sent to that country not being 
able to remain because of the failure of health. 
The mission, however, had a large prosperity, 
twenty-four mis~iou stations being established au<l 
continued, and about one thousand five hundred 
converts being gathered into the churches. Sierra 
Leone was occupil'd by missionaries in 1855, but 
was soon abandoned. A mission was established 
in Yoruba, a country in the interior from the gol<l 
coast of Africa, in 1849, which had gained some 
success, but was necessarily closed on account of the 
opposition of the chiefs in the interior from 1870 to 
1875. At the latter date the missionary work of 
the Southern Board in the Republic of Liberia was 
discontinued. Rev. W. J. David :rnd Re,,. W. W. 
Colley were tl'ansfe1Ted frnm that field to the Y oruha 
mission, which was then 1·cop(•ncd, and has been 
continued in an era of prosperity and blessing. 

The Southern Baptists entered the city of Rome 
almost in the train of the vict0rious army of Victor 
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Emmanuel, in the person of Rev. ,vm. N. Cote, 111. 

D., of Paris. Doctor Cote established himself in 
the imperial city, and his labors at once rcccind the 
approval of the Loni. A church was formed in 
,January, 1871, and mnch prosperity was experienced 
here and in the city of Rari, on the coast of the 
Adriatic, where a church of seventy-five members 
was baptizcd in one day. Funds to the amount of 
nbont twenty-seven thousand dollars were raised in 
this country, by which a chapel was built in the city 
of Rome under the auspices of George .B. Taylor, 
D. D., for many years the superintendent of the 
Baptist mission in Italy. This became one of_ the 
foremost agencies for the evangclization of the 
people in that country, having prosperous and suc­
cessful chmchcs at Rome, Florence, Knples, and 
other cities in the Italian peninsula. 

The beginning of Southern Baptist mission work 
in South America was marked by one of the most 
striking incidents of Christian devotion to be found 
in the history of the church. Lough Fook, con­
verted in the Baptist church in Canton, Chinn, went 
to Demarara with a !wart burning with zeal for the 
~alvntion of his people, who were in pmctical slawry 
in that city. Finding himself unable to reach them 
otherwise he sold himself into slanry in order that 
he might more freely preach the gospel among them. 
This was in 18Gl. In a short time a Baptist church 
was formed, the first in South America, which rap­
idly grew until it numbered one hundred and fifty-
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~ix members. Iu one year they raised four hundre<l 
<lollars for missionary purposes, besi<les supporting 
their own religious work, and maintained for se,·eral 
years a mi,;sionary to China. This consecrated 
servant of ihe Lord, Lough Fook, died in l\Iay, 
188-l. Dr. R H. Grans, of Canton, calls him 
"one of the brighkst jPwels that Christianity re­
covere<l from the du;;t h<'aps in China." 

In 1850 the Southern Com·ention voted to es­
tablish missions in Central and South America, an<l 
continued to consi<ler the matter until 1860, when 
Rev. T. J. Bowen, founder of the Yoruba mission, 
was transferred to Brazil, since his health woul<l not 
allow of his return to Africa. His strength proved 
insufficient, however, for missionary labors in Brazil, 
and the mission was abandoned in 1861. In 18il 
citizens from the Southem Stutes, living in Sao 
Paulo, forme<l a Bapti:,;t church, and the Southern 
Baptist mission in Brazil was opened in 1879 in 
response to an application from this new chmch, not 
for help for them~eh·es, but for missionaries to the peo­
ple of Brazil. Chlll'ches have been forme<l at Santa 
Barbara, Rio de Janeirn, Bahia, an<l other places. 
At times there has Leen much free<lom in missionary 
work, an<l at oilier times the mission has suffered 
from seve1·e persecution. This, however, has di~­
appearecl, except in limited areas in the interior, au<l 
the Baptist missions have experienced large pros­
perity. The church in Rio <le Janeiro especially 
has been greatly prnspered in membership an<l in 
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spiritual power and influence among the people of 
that city. 

As early as 18G0 the Southern Co1l\'ention con­
template<l missions in Japan, an<l Rev. J. Q. A. 
Hohrer and his wife wern appointed to open tlie 
work. They sailed Aug. 3, 1860, in the ship 
"Edwin Forrest," in company with Rev. A. L. 
Bond and wife, clestinecl for the China mission. 
l\Irs. Robinson, the mother of l\Irs. Rohrer, ac­
companied her daughter on board the " E<lwin 
Forrest." The ties between mother and daughter 
ha<l Leen peculiarly close and tender, and the mother 
was expecting to sail in a short time to rejoin her 
daughter in Japan. Before saying farewell she 
knelt in agony on the deck of the vessel and prayecl 
that Go<l would forgive hc1· for consenting to enn 
a temporary separation from her only child. l\Irs. 
Rohrer replie<l, in what prond to be prophetic 
words : "Mother, with the exception of parting from 
you, this is the happiest <lay of my life. If we are 
lost at sea death will find us in the path of duty." 
The ship was never heard from after sailing; and 
in the history of the Southern Baptist missions this 
disaster is one of the most touching and pathetic 
incidents, associated with the loss of Dr. and Mrs. 
J. S. James, who were drowned by the capsizing of 
a schooner while entering the harbor of Hongkong. 
The question of the mission in Japan was held in 
abeyance from this time until 1889, when mission­
aries were sent to that country, who have established 

E 
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themselves at several points, and labor in harmony 
and co-operation with the previously established 
missions of the Americ:rn Bapfo-t Missionary Union. 

The Southern Baptist Mission in l\Iexico "·as 
founded in 1880, and as in many other cases, its 
initiation was attended by disaster. The Rev. John 
0. ,v estrnp, who with his brother, Rev. T. l\l. 
Westrup, had been supported in Coahuila by the 
Texas Baptist State Convention, were accepted by 
the foreign Board of the Southern Convention in 
1880. In December of that year, however, Rev. 
John 0. ,v estrup was murdered by a band of Indians 
and l\Iexicans, and the work was left in the hands 
of his brother, Rev. T. l\L Westrup. Other mis­
sionaries were appointed at later dates and the mis­
sion in l\Iexico, with that of the Northern Baptists, 
has experienced considerable prosperity. 

One of the most romantic and deeply interesting 
missions under the auspices of American Baptists 
is that founded in the city of Havana, Cuba, by 
Albert Jose Diaz, and carried on chiefly under the 
auspices of the Home Mission Board of the South­
ern Baptist Co1n-ention. 

l\Ir. Diaz, a native of Cuba, having received a 
liberal education in the unh·ersity of Havana, in both 
the academic and medical departments, was estab­
lished as a successful physician in his native island. 
His natural heroism aml enthusiasm led him to 
identify himself with the insurgents against Spanish 
l'llle in Cuba, among whom he rose to the rank of 
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captain ; but with the temporary defeat of that 
1110,·emcnt he was compelled to escape to America. 
N' o other means of fleeing offering he was obliged 
to lean his native shores with the simple support 
of a plank. He narrowly escaped drnwning, but 
after twenty-six hours of drifting was taken up by 
a fishing vessel and carried to New York City, 
where an illness from pneumonia came upon him. 
In the hospital he was cared for by a dcvo11t Chris­
tian woman, by whose means he was led to a knowl­
l'dge of the Saviour. After the rebellion was over 
and amm'sty proclaimed, l\Cr. Diaz returned to 
Havana, but was r1jcctcd by his family, and soon 
again returned to America, where he was baptized 
in the Gethsemane Baptist Church, Brooklyn. He 
fir,;t applied to the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society to send him back as a missionary to Cuba, 
but his request was declined for lack of funds, and 
he was accepted as a missionary by the ,v oman's 
Bible Society, of Philadelphia, and returned to 
Cuba in 1883. His work, however, was soon 
transferred to the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, nncler which it has 
been mainly continued. A l::irge 1111mber of con­
verts rewarded his early labors and in 1889 the 
.Jan~ Theatre, of Havana, was purchased for mis­
t-ion work at a cost of sixty-five thousand dollar~, 
the original cost being one hunched and forty thou­
sand dollars, and was dedicated as the Gt>thsemane 
Baptist Church. This has been the center of a 
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work of remarlrnLle extent an<l interest, between 
two and three thousaml members Leiug gathere<l 
into the Gl'thsemanc Church and it,, branches. The 
work abo extended to other parts of Cuba outsi<le 
of H:l\"ana, an<l it was rcporte<l at one time that 
there were as many as twenty native missionaries, 
seven chmches, and twenty stations. 

The success of the work excitetl the hostility of 
the Homan Catholic Li::;hop and priests, and l\Ir. 
Diaz, as well as several other of the missionaries, 
were imprisoned at various times, but were soon 
released on application to the Unite<l States Consul. 
During the war between Spain and Cuba, l\lr. 
Diaz was prominent in the establishment of Red 
Cross stations for the care of the wounded of eal'h 
army. He was, however, imprisoned, aml released 
only ou his promise to lean the island; Lut after 
the inten·ention of the United States in behalf of 
the Cubans he wa::; appointed on the staff of the 
comman<ling general, and rendered great service as 
an interpreter. Since the war and the release of 
Cuba from Spanish rnle l\Ir. Diaz has returned to 
his native islaml. The missionary work was com­
pletely disorganized during the two successive wars, 
Lut is now being re-established. By agreement 
between the Horne l\fission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention aml the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society the islan<l of Cuba is divided, the 
Southern Board retaining the west part of the island, 
including the city of Havana, and the towns which 
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ha,·c b,,en the tl!C'ntre of its pre\'io11s successful work, 
and the Home Mi"sion Society taking ns its fields 
the two eastern prO\·inces aml Porto Rico. Further 
accounts of the work may be found in the appropri­
ate chapters. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE A:'olERICAN BAPTIST :IIISSIOXARY UNION 

THE eleventh triennial meeting of the General 
l\Iissionary Connntion held in Phil1tdelplii,1, 

Pa., in April, 184--1, adjourned to meet in dne comse 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in April, 1847, and the thirty­
first annual meeting of the Board of l\Ianagers, 
which was held in Providence, R. I., in April, 1845, 
adjourned to meet in Brooklyn, N. Y., in l\Iay, 18--16. 
Stirring eYents caused an early change iu this pro­
gramme. Soon after the meeting of the Board in 
184.5 the action of the Baptists of the South in the 
formation of the Sonthern Baptist C011Yention be­
came known, and a special meeting of the General 
Convention was called, which assembled in the city 
of New York, NoYember 20, 1845. At this meet­
ing a new constitution was provisionally adopted, 
and arrangements were made for obtaining an act 
from the Legislature of Pennsyh·ania changing the 
name of the Convention to "The American Baptist 
l\Iissionary Union," and also for procuring an act 
of incorporation in the State of l\fassachusetts under 
the same title. At an adjourned meeting of the 
Convention held in Brooklyn, N. Y., l\fay 19, 1846, 
the Acting Board reported that these measures had 
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been secured, and the Convention adopted the fol­
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That this Convention do now accept the Act 
of Incorporation granted by the Legislature of Pennsyl­
vania., l\Iarch 13, 1846, entitled "An Act changing the 
name of the Association known as 'The General Con­
vention of the Baptist Denomination in the United 
States for Foreign Missions and other important objects 
relating to the Redeemer's kingdom,' to that of 'Tlie 
American Baptist l\Iissiouary Union,' and for altering 
and amending the charter of the same," and that the 
same be recorded on the records of the Convention. 

Resoll'ed, That this Convention do now accept an Act 
of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of l\Iassa­
chusetts, passed l\Iarch 25, 1846, entitled "An Act to 
authorize the General Convention of the Baptist Denom­
ination in the United States for Foreign l\Iissions and 
other important objects relating to the Redeemer's 
kingdom, to take and u~e the name of 'The American 
Baptist Missionary Union,' :rnrl to define more clenrly 
the purpose, rights, and powcrR of the saicl Corporation,'' 
and that the same be recorded on the records of the 
Convention. 

The Connntion then adjourned to meet on the 
following Thursday, l\lay 21, for organization under 
the new constitution and name, when the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 

\VHEREAS, In pursuance of the recommendation of the 
committee on legal questions in their report accepted by 
the General Convention at its evening session, on Thurs­
day, November 20, 1845, in the eity of New York, cer­
tain resolutions in said report, numbered five and six, 
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were adopted hy said Com·e11tion ; arnl " 1 HEREAS, Such 
resolutions predicate that a certain constitution at 811eh 

time conditionally adopted, and a certain organization 
and election of managers then conditionally made, 
should become 11nconditional and clefiniti\'e on the pro­
cural of certain legi,dativc ads; and, f11rtl1er, Said reso­
l11tions prodde for a trnn~fcr in s11d1 cn~e of all Looks, 
records, property, rights, interests, and duties, from said 
Triennial Com·ention to the American Baptist J\lission­
ary Vnion ; and ,vH F:RF:As, Such legislative acts have, hy 
the blessing of Divine Providence, been procured; there­
fore, 

RPsofrnl, Thnt in as far as sueli transfer may be now 
necc•~sary, the tr:rnsfcr he and herchy i~ made, to the full 
extent rernmmendcd in :s11eh fifth and sixth rcwlutions; 
that the eou~titntion adopted conditionally, Le and here­
by i~ adopted nnconditionally and detinitively ; that the 
election then mndc conditionnlly be now regarded as un­
conditional, and the persons so elected take office from 
this time. 

Undismayed by the lo,;s of the sympathy and help 
of their brethren in the South the Baptists of the 
Northern States took np the work of foreign mis­
sions with renewed energy and zeal. Tl1e receipts 
of the society adyanced from eighty-two thousa1Hl 
three hundred and two dollars and ninety-five cents 
in 1845, to one hundred thousand two hundred and 
nineteen dollars and nincty-fonr cents in 1846, and 
continued to aYerage more than fifteen thousand 
<lollars in excess of the last years of nnited action 
until in 1851 they reached the snm of one hundred 
an<l eighteen tbon;:;aml sewn lrnnclrr,l and h,·enty-
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six dollars and thirty-fise cents, and thereafter neYer 
fell below one hundred thousand dollars, except in 
1857, the year of the greatest financial depression 
this country has eYer known, and in 1861 and 186~, 
the opening years of the Civil War. When the for­
eign mission actiYity of the Southern Baptist Board 
is considered also, it will be seen that the separation 
of the Baptists of this country, howenr much to be 
deplored in other respects, acted as an incenti,·e 
rather than a check to their missionary efforts. 

l\luch of the credit for the large receipts of the 
~fissionary Com·ention nncler its new name, the 
American Baptist l\Iissionary Union, 11111st be ac­
corded to Edward Bright, D. D., the corresponding 
secretary for the Home Department from 1846 to 
1855. Appreciating the vast responsibility which 
the Baptists of the Northern States had assumed in 
undertaking practically the entire support of the 
foreign missionary work as already established, he 
pcrccin•d the necessity of more systematic and reg­
ular methods of increasing the interest and gather­
ing funds than had hitherto prernilcd. Up to this 
time the natural response of the Baptists of America 
to the impulse of obedience to the last command of 
the Saviour, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature," had been sufficient to 
supply and sometimes run beyond the needs of the 
missions. Doctor Bright understood clearly that the 
partial impulse of enthusiasm arou,;ed by the new 
sense of responsihility thrown upon the Baptists of 
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the North would not be sufficient to carry on and 
enlarge the missions as their increasing needs would 
demand. He therefore applied himself vigorously 
to the inauguration of systematic plans of benefi­
cence and thorough arrnngements for the conduct 
of the home work of the Missionary Union. His 
pnpers presented at the annual meetings of the 
Union indicated wise and prudent foresight and a 
clear understanding of the fundamental principles 
of Christian benevolence. These papers arc still 
classics on the subject of the de\·elopment of mis­
sionary interest and giving among the home churches, 
and the methods which he ina11g11rated and the prin­
ciples upon which they were founded ha,·c had an 
abiding influence upon the home work of the Union 
which continues even to the present time. 

Previous to the withdrawal of the Southern Bap­
tists from the General l\Iissionary Convention, a 
movement had started in Bmma which was des­
tined to ha,·e a profound a11tl lasting influence not 
only upon the future of the mis:-,ionary work in that 
country, but npon Christian missionary operations 
throughout the world. In the itinerancy of mission­
aries and native preachers from Rangoon through­
out the Bassein district an extraordinary interest 
in Christianity had been aroused, and a leading 
native chief ha,·ing become a convert had also 
become a leader and inspirer of his people in the 
movement toward Christianity. Rev. Elisha L. 
Abbott had been first designated to the Telugu mis-
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sion in India, bnt was assigned to the Karen mission 
while on the voyage out with Doctor l\Ialcom and 
his company. He entered into this movement with 
great vigor. As usual in such cases, the Burman 
Government, which had viewed with con1parativc 
indifference the small beginnings of the mis,-ion, 
now became roused as hundreds of the Karens 
turned towanl Christianity, and it instituted most 
vigorous measures for the suppression of this new 
movement, which to the ignorant Burman officials 
seemed to threaten the o,·erthrow 11ot only of 
their religion, but even of their political power. 
Hundreds of the Karens were imprisoned, killed, 
and driven from their homes, and the measures 
against the preaching of the gospel by the mission­
aries and native preachers were so vigorously en­
forced that it was found impossible to carry on 
tlirect missionary work in the district. Under these 
circumstances l\Ir. Abbott arranged to meet some of 
the leaders of the Karens in Sandoway, in the Ara­
kan district, which was under the rule of the Brifo:h 
Government. To him here came not only the 
leaders, but many thousands of the Karen Christians, 
with others who were inquiring the way of life. 
As many as two thousand were baptized in a single 
year, and the movement became not merely an im­
migration of a small scattered body of disciples, but 
the migration of a people driven from the Burman 
dominions into the province of Arnkan. The entirt' 
depopulation of the Basscin district was threatened, 
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and at last the Burman officials, finding themselves 
llefeated, and alarmell at the pro,-pect of the loss of 
so many thousands of their subjects, abandoned their 
persecution and permitted the co1n-erts to retmu 
and dwell in peace at their homes. Under these 
more fin-orable conditions the movement toward 
Christianity still continued with power, and the 
headc1 narters of the 111i~sion were removed from San­
doway, in A.rakan, to llassein, in 1852. This became 
the centcr of and gave the name to the great Bassein 
Sgaw-Karcn :Mission, which has always stood first 
among the missions in Burma in numbers and in 
self-support. As early in the history of the mission 
as 1849, the natiYc preachers adopted a resolution 
that they would not recciYe any further money 
from America, and this rule has preYailcd in the 
mission to the present day. So that the Bassein Ka­
ren mission not only became the foremost mission 
in self-support, but its influence has gone abroad 
and been felt upon every mission field throughout 
the world, and has been to the present day the 
chief illustration and example of the possibility and 
benefit of self-support, self-direction, an(l self-prnp­
agation in Christian missions. l\Ir. Abbott was 
succeeded in the mission by Re\·. John S. Beecher, 
ReY. Henry L. Van l\Ietcr, Rev. Chapin H. Car­
penter, and others folly in sympathy with the prin­
ciples early prevailing in the mission, and under 
the leadership of these and other men these methods 
and principles have continued to the present time. 
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The enlargement of missional'y opel'ations in 
Burma h:id fol' some time indicated tlie pt'opriety 
of some common methods in the missionary work, 
and this great necessity was accentuated by the 
result of the second Burman war, by which, on De­
cember 20, 1852, the whole province of Pegu, com­
prising the lal'gel' part of lower Burma was lleclared 
a portion of British territories in the East. By 
this e,·ent the largest and most populous territol'y 
in lower Burma was thrown open to missionary 
operations, and the executi,·e committee of the U uion 
at once appropriated fifteen thousand <lollars ful' en­
larged operations. For consultation with the mis­
sionaries in regard to the enlargement, and also to 
attempt to settle certain questions which had been 
undel' consideration for some years, a deputation 
consisting of Solomon Peck, D. D., the corresponding 
secretary of the l\Iissionary Union for the Foreign 
Department, and James N. Grange!', D. D., of Provi­
dence, R. I., sailed from America in October, 1852. 
To meet the deputation a general convention of all 
the missionaries in Burma met in l\Ioulmein, April 
-1, 1853, and continilcd its sessions for six weeks. 
All the conditions of missionary labor in Burma 
were fully considered, and the measures adopted at 
this connntion have had a profound all(l decisiYe 
influence upon missionary operations in that country. 
As a result of these deliberations three new statious, 
Henzada, Touugoo, and Shwegyin, were opened iu 
1853, followed by the establishment of a station at 
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Prome in 1854, and oue at Thongze in 1855. By 
this alk:rnce mo\'ement the newly opened territory 
was fully occupied, as far as centers of influence 
were concerned, arnl 110 further stations were opened 
in Burma for a period of twenty-one years. The 
policy of centralizatiou, which had begun to preYail 
in the mission, was thoroughly broken up by this 
distribution of the missionary force among the old 
and new stations, aml while some of the decisions of 
the convention, l'specially in regard to schoob, ha\'e 
necessarily been modified by the results of experi­
ence, yet this convention must be considerell as 0;1e 
of the most important and influential eYents in the 
history of the Baptist missions in Burma. 

Under the stress of the commercial depression of 
1857, the income of tl1e l\Iissionary Union was re­
duced to ninety-seYen thousand eight hundred and 
eight dollars and se\'enty-se\'en cents, as given in 
the Annual Report for 1858, and only two years 
passed before the country was plunged into the ex­
citement and distraction wl1ich culminated in the 
dreadful Civil \Vat· of 1861-1865. In common 
with all charitable and religious entrrprises, except 
those connecte<l with the war, the l\Iis:,;ionary Union 
snffcrcll greatly in the loss of inrome and intl"l·­
e;;t. The energies of the people of the whole United 
States were directed to the prosecution of the strug­
gle between the North and the South in a contest 
unparalleled in the yast expenditures of money an<l 
of life. The fund:. and the sympathies of the 
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charitable wcl'e largely absorl)('d in support of the 
Christian am\ the Sanitary Commissions, fo1· the 
cat·e and comfort of the i;oldiers, and the income of 
the l\Iissionary Union dropped to a lower figure 
than it had touched since 1845, Leing only eighty­
four thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollars 
and ninety-three cents in 1861, and eighty-five 
thousand one hundred and ninety-two dollars and 
twenty-six cents in 1862. It is not surprising to 
find that on none of the mission fields was there 
any notable :Hkance <luring these years of financial 
dearth. Howenr, the receipts of the society rap­
idly reconred to one humlred and three tliousancl 
nine hundred and fifty-six dollars and ninety-six 
cents in 1863 and rose in 1865 to the highest 
mark attained in its history, one hundred and 
fifty-two thousand six hundred and eighty-five 
dollars. Since that time the growth of the in­
come of the society has been rapid and steady, pass­
ing two hundl'ed thousand dollars in 1870, three 
hundred thousand dollars in 1882, four hundred 
thousand dollars in 1890, and reaching- a normal 
annual average of abo\'e fi\'e humhed thousand 
dollars previous to 1900. Under the stimulus 
of this large and liberal support and by the 
Llessing of the Lord, the missions of the soci<'ty 
on all the fields have experienced a like rapid 
growth, and although standing the eighth amoug 
the large missionary societies of the workl, in the 
amount of its annual receipts and cxpenditme,;, the 
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American Baptist :Missionary Union has long bee11 
first in the number of Christians in the churches on 
its mis:;iou fiel<ls, and its work has been blesse<l 
with surprising success, as will be rclate<l in connec­
tion with accounts of Baptist missions in the various 
countries of the world. In I 910 the name of the 
society was changed to "The American Baptist 
Foreign l\Iissiou Society." 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE A)IEIUCAX BAPTIST PUBLICATIOX SOCIETY 

IT is deeply significant to note that as the foreign 
missionary moYement ha<l been the source of 

the first general denominational society among the 
Baptists of the Unite<l States and of the establish­
ment of the first educational institution looking to 
all the Baptists of the country for support, so the 
leaders in foreign missions wc>re among the first to 
assist in founding the second national Baptist so­
ciety. The first two names signed to the call for a 
meeting to form "The Baptist General Tract So­
ciety," were "'illiam Staughton, the corresponding 
secretary, and Luther Rice, the general agent of the 
Baptist Missionary Convention. This meeting was 
held at the house of l\I r. George Wood, in the city 
of Washington, D. C., Fehrnary 25, 1824, and rc­
sulte<l in the organization of a society under the 
aboye name "for the publication and distt·ibution of 
evangelical tracts." l\11'. "' ood was chof'c>n the fir:at 
agent, and the depository wus in the office of "The 
Columbian Star," first in charge of 1\1 r. John S. 
Meehan, and later of l\Ir. Baron Stow, then a stu­
dent in Columbian College and afterward widely 
known as pastor in Boston, 1\fa;;s., and as a member 
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of the executive committee of the Missionary Uuion 
for many years. The society at once l'l'Ct•i\'e<l a 
curdinl welcome from the denornination. Its receipts 
for the fit·st year were three hnudred aud seventy­
three dollars and eighty cents, and in the first ten 
mouths of its cxistcucc eighty-fin thous:.uHl copies 
of niuetecn tracts were pri 11tcd a111l distriLuted. 
The next year the receipts were doubled and the 
number of auxiliaries iucreased to seventy-one. In 
order to a\'ail itself of larger facilities for printing, 
the society was remo\'e1l in December, 182G, to the 
city of Philadelphia, where it has siuce rcmaine1l, 
the nnme being changed in 18--10 to "The .Arneriean 
B:1ptist Publication and Sunday-school Society." 
For the sake of brevity the words "and Sunday­
school" were afterward dropped without a chauge 
in the purposes of the society, antl later as the Bible 
\\'ork of the \\'hole denomination in the United States 
c:1me into its haIHls the title was m:ule to rea,l, "The 
American Baptist Publication nnd Bil,lc Society." 
This addition was also shortly cancclletl, aud the 
title remains as at the he:1d of this chapter. 

Although the chief objects of the Society were the 
publication and circulation of religions, and espe­
cially of Baptist, literature in the United States, it has 
throughout its entire history afforded large and gen­
erous aid to Baptist missions in other lands. In 
1832 an appropriation was made to print tracts in 
the Burmese lang11:ige for use in the missionary 
work in Burma, and another for supplying Christian 
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literature to the Negro Baptbt mi,;;;ionaries in Li­
beria. In 1838, among the special objects whi<'h 
the society had in view were the republication of 
the life of Ann H. Juthion, the publication and dis­
tribution of traet,; in Germany, and the raising of a 
fuml of ten tho11,;a11d tlollars for the publication of 
Christian literature for China. These objects were 
not immediately attained, hut they indicate the 
b1·eadth aml extent of the itlcas of the management. 
The year 18-l 7 was especially markcd liy the exten­
sion of the work of the society abroad, grant,; of 
money and of Christian literature being rceorded to 
twelve foreign field,;-Canada, France, Africa, China, 
Burma, the "rest Indies, Germany, Denmark, Swe­
tlen, Assam, Greece, and South America. In Grr­
many the aid of the American Baptist Publication 
Society had been especi:1lly useful. Tracts furnished 
Ly the society had a large influence in confirming 
and establishing the grrat founder of tlw German 
Bapti,;t mis;;ion in his view;:, and the grants of tracts 
matle to him were fre0ly and effectively used in 
spreading the knowledge of Bapfo;t prineipll's and 
practices throughout the German States of central 
Enropr. After the death of Doctor Onckrn and in 
a special emergency in the German mission, his suc­
cessor, Philip Bickel, D. D., was sent ont and s11s­
tained for six years by the society. The formation 
and pro,;perity of the German Baptist Publication 
Society is due in no small degree to the example, aid, 
and inspiration of the American society. 
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Other countries of the continent of Europe abo 
foll the helpful and uplifting intluence of the socil'ly. 
I II Swellen especially \\·as its work fundamental and 
important. On reading some of the lhptii;t litera­
ture scattered broadcast throughout central and 
northern Europi> by Doctor Oncken, Rr,·. An«lrem; 
\Viberg, a minister of the Lutheran Church in Swe­
den, ,ms lell to adopt Baptist ,·iews. His appliea­
tion to the American Baptist Missionary Union for 
appointment as a missionary was declined, and in 
1855 Mr. \Viberg was appointed a missionary col­
porter by the Publication Society. This change 
seemed to be pro,·idential. In Sweden, preaching 
11ot in accord with the teachings of the State Lu­
theran Chnrch was at that time forbidden, but tl1e 
press was frre. As a missionary pastor or evangelist 
~Ir. \Yiberg would have eueonntered the han of the 
law, but as a missionary colporter and translator he 
was technically within his legal rights. A large 
work was <lone by him for the i--prea<l of Bapti:.:t 
,·ic,rs iu Sweden, secoml only to the phenomenal 
bbors of Doctor Ouckeu in the German States, and 
when the Swedish mission was turned o,·er to tl1e 
i\lissionary Union in l 8GG it could report after only 
elenn years of labor, one hundred and sennty-six 
churches, with six thousand six hundred and six 
members. From 1882 to 1885 the Public:1tio11 So­
ciety snpportctl Hl'Y. ,Tonas Stadling as a mis::;ionary 
in Sweden. By this aid Bapti:-;t pul1lieation work 
in Sweden was established 011 a firm basis. 
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As the literature sent out from Gcr111:111y lia<l been 
the means of opening the way fqr Baptist mi;;;;ionary 
wmk in Swctlcn, so the inflncnce of Swedish Baptist 
literature passed OYcr into the ,;istc>r State of X or­
way, a country which abo ft•lt the etfocts of the> Bap­
tist movement in Denmark, being thus the meeting­
place of two currents of truth which harmoniously 
blended into one. In lDOO the American 8ociety 
undertook to do for the Baptist cause in Norway 
what it had already done for the missions in Ger­
many and Sweden. A Publication Society's secre­
tary is to be snpportetl until the Baptists of Norway 
are well established in publication work and able to 
assume its enti1·e support. From 1872 to 1877 Re,·. 
W. C. Van l\Ieter was supported. by the American 
Baptist Publication Society as a Snnday-school and 
evangelistic mi:-sionary in Rome, Italy. Large 
amounts of Christian literatme have been supplied 
to the Baptist missions in France and Spain, and 
whenever opportunity has offered the Society has 
not been wanting in willingness to assist Baptist 
work in Europe along its special lines. 

Somewhat aside from its nsnal methods was the 
mission in Turkey, sustained throngh the Publica­
tion Society from 1883 to 18!)1. For senral years 
previous to the opening of this work great pres:,nrc 
had been brought to bear on the American Baptist 
Missionary Union to open a mission among the 
Armenians of Tnrkey in Asia. Se,·eral Armenian 
mini.;;ters, formerly connected with missions of other 
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denorniuations, ha(l vi;-;itcll America and been re­
ceived into Bapti:;t churches in ~ ew York City and 
elsewhere, and there was a de;;ire on the part of 
many to send them back as mi:;sionaries to their 
own people. As the Missionary Union did not see 
its way clear to open a new mi:;:;ion in Turkey, the 
Publication Society agrcc1l to become the medium 
through which those wishing to support these mis­
sionaries in Turkey could transmit funds, b11t as­
r:;umcd 110 responsibility beyond the amounts contrib­
uted specially for this purpos<'. Fin mi,-sionarics 
were thus maintained for several years until in 
189 I the mission, interest in which had been de­
clining from various causes, was discontinued. J 11 

other foreign fields, however, the society hns hc<'n 
nn efficient and ncti,·e helper to the missionnry 
work. The aid of the rncirty was a larp:c factor in 
fo11nding and cnco11ragi11g the Telugu Baptist Pub­
lication Society in India. 

Grants of Bibles, of literat11rr, and of money 
have been n11mero11s on nearly all the mission fields 
where work is carried on by the 1'Iis:-ionary Union; 
and since the great Bible Corwcntion of 1883, by 
special agreement between the Union and the P11b­
licatio11 Society, the lattrr has hecomc the chirf 
agency in the collection of funds for BiblP work 
from Baptists in America, sharing a proportion of 
the receipts of the annual "Bible Day" with the 
Union, and also with the Foreign l\fission Board 
of the Southrrn Baptist Convention. From time 
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to time also grants are made from the general funds 
of the society. 1 

Colporters ha,·e been supportecl in l\Iexico, which 
has also been visited by one of the six "chapel 
cars," which carry on so useful and successful a 
work under the auspices of the Publication Society. 
Rev. A. J. Diaz, at first connected with the Home 
:Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Connntion, 
during the war between Spain and the U nitetl 
States, in 1898, laborcd in l\Iexico, and after the 
close of the war returned to Cuba and labored for 
a time under the direction of the Publication So­
ciety. This Society has been and must continue to 
be the chief supplier of Bibles and Christian litera­
ture to Baptist missionaries in these latest conquests 
of the United States, as well as in l\Iexico and the 
home States. 

1 See "Bible Societies anrl American Baptists," Bitting, Amer­
ican Baptist Publication Society. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE Al\IERICAN BAPTIST HO)IE l\IISSION SOCIETY 

THE influence of the foreign missionary move­
ment on the development of Baptist interests 

at home was seen in the formation of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society. While the Gener;d 
)Iissionary Convention it;,:elf was formed by the 
union of a large number of loeal mis::;ionary socie­
ties, some of which were engaged in carrying on 
home mission work, and while the Convention took 
up work ::unong the Indians aml attempted othrr 
home mi,;sion work as well as educational work in 
this country, it "·as soon found that the C'ntire ener­
gies of the Connntion were needed for the main­
tenance and enlargement of the foreign mission 
work. Therefore its educational "·ork was placed 
npon an independent hasis and the missionary work 
in this conntry was more and more committed to 
local societies. A growing co1n-ietion was felt 
;1mong the Baptists of America as to the need of en­
larged mission work at home, and this was crystal­
lized by the visit of Jonathan Going, D. o., of Wor­
cester, Mass., to the "' est. On his representations 
to the l\Iassachnsctts l\Iissionary Society steps were 
taken toward a united and enlarged effort for domcs-
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tic missions. The deputation appointed to consult 
with the New York Baptist l\Iissionary Convention 
consisted of Daniel Sharp, D. n., pastor of the Charles 
Street Church, Boston, a prominent member of the 
Foreign l\Iission Board, Lucius Bolles, D. D., co1·­
rcsponding secretary of the Foreign l\Iission Board, 
and Jonathan Going, D. D. Their representation 
met with a cordial re:;ponse from the New York 
brethren and a provisional committee was formed, 
which resulted in the calling of a general meeting 
in the l\Iulbcrry Street Church in 1832, for the 
formation of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. 

It is interesting to note that this meeting "·as 
appointed d11ri11g the meeting of tl1e General Mis­
sionary Convention, and that Conveution g,l\'e up 
one of its sessions for the formation of the Home 
l\Iission Society. The first president of the Home 
l\Iission Society was the Hon. Heman Lincoln, of 
Boston, chairman of the Executive Board of the 
Foreign l\lission Union for many years. 

At this first meeting it was proposed that the 
work of the society should he limited to the Unitc-d 
States, but finally the Home l\Iission Society adopted 
as its field North America, and 8incc that time 
its motto has been, "North America for Christ." 
Howenr, the limits of the United States furnished 
an ample field for its labors in all the early years 
of its history. As early as 1836 the attention of 
the society was called to Texas and l\Iexico as corn-
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ing fields for missionary effort, Texas being then an 
independent republic, and anticipations of work on 
these fields were cherished by the society. It was 
not, however, until 1862 that missionary work in 
l\lexico was inaugurated. As the result of the con­
version of l\Ir. Thomns l\[. "T cstrnp, a young mcr­
chnnt of l\Iontcrcy, and the active efforts of Hcv. 
James l\I. Hickey, of l\Iatamoras, the l<'irst Baptist 
Church of l\lontcrey wns orgnnizcd Janunry 30, 
1864, being the first Bnptist church established in 
l\Iexico. Obstacles were encountered in pen;ecution 
from the Catholic authorities and from other sources, 
and l\Ir. "' cstmp wns not appointed a missionary 
of the society until 18i0. Before l\Ir. Westrup 
left Mexico, however, in 1869, there were six con­
gregations with about one hundred and twenty 
members. On account of the lack of funds aml 
heavy responsibilities in the limits of the United 
States the society discontinued its appropriations in 
18i6, but resumed them in 1881 by the reappoint­
ment of l\lr. \V estrup as a missionary at l\lontcrey, 
and soon after the principal headquarters of the 
mission were established in the city of l\Iexico, the 
capital of the republic. 



CHAPTER X 

THE AMERICAN BAPTIST FREE J\IISSIOX SOCIETY 

THE American Baptist Free l\lission Society was 
a result of the agitation regarding the subject 

of slanry, which began in 18--10. There was formed 
in the year 18--t:3 hy some Baptil-ts who were dis­
safo,fied with the attitude of the l\Ianaging Board of 
the General ConYcntion, "The American and 
.Foreign l\Iissionary Society," on the basis of the 
following principles: 

A separation from all connection with the known 
avails of sla\'ery in the support of its benevolent pur­
po,;e;;, the so,·ereignty of all the churches m·er their own 
m i.,sionary orga ni1,a tions :rnd the reprf'sent:iti ,·e cha rar!Pr 
of the fatter, the rejection of titles of (li8tindion in tlie 
ministry, such as "Doctor of Divinit.y," and ,rn 1111eom­

promising opposition to all oath-bound, secret brothC'r­
hoods, as being thoroughly oppose(! to the genius of 
Christianity and the republican government. 

Later the name was clwnged to "The American 
Baptist Free l\Iission Society," and in consequence 
of certain differences of opinion between the exec­
utive committee of the American Baptist l\Iission­
ary Union and its missionaries, the further principle 
was added to the platform of the Free l\Iission 
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Society, "That Chri,-;lian mi;;:siunnrics are the ;ccrv­
ants of Christ and not of man," the society an­
nonncing itself to be only a channel through whieh 
the churche;; might conveniently do their appro­
priate work of cnrngelization. "The American 
Baptist" was cstahli,-l1ed as the organ of the society 
upon the above principle:-;, the fir::;t editor being 
Rev. ,vareham \Valker. Rev. Albert L. Post, of 
Montrose, Pa., was for many years president of the 
society and a leader in its affairs thronghont its 
entire history. l\Iissions were maintained for a few 
years in Hayti, in the West Iudia Islands, and in 
Africa, but its most important work outside of the 
United States was in connection with the mission:,; 
in Burma. 

Some of the decisions of the convention held in 
l\Ioulmein, in 1853, in connection with the Yisit of 
the deputation from America, were not a~reed to h_v 
senral of the most important missionaries in Burma; 
especially from the restrictions which were placecl 
upon the establi~hment and conduct of the school 
work, they felt obliged to dissent. As the decisions 
of the convention and deputation were upheld by 
the executive committee of the l\Iissionary Union, 
these missionaries, with the mission1, conducted by 
them, withdrew from connection with the l\Iission­
ary Union. This tlivision continued for seventeen 
years in the cm-e of the R:mgoon Sgaw-Karen mis­
sion, and for thirteen years as to the Bassein Sgaw­
Karen mission. During this interval the missionaries 
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con<lucting these missions were ,;ustained by contriL11-
tions of the natin•s, assiste<l by independent l'1J11tri­
butions from this country, the American contrilrntions 
being sent to Burma chiefly through the ageuey of 
the Anwrican Baptist Free 1\Iission Socidy. 

ReY. Nathan Brown, missionary of tlw Union in 
Assam, had sympathized with the missionaries of 
the Rangoon and Bassein missions in their attitudP, 
and on his retum to Amrrica, in 1855, felt oliligcd 
to resign his connection ,rith the society. Becom­
ing acqnainted with the Free l\Iission Society he 
found its principles to he in accord with his own 
Yiews, and in 1859 became editor of its organ, 
"The American Baptist," and also the correspornl­
ing secretary of the society, a position which he 
occupied until 1872. This society had the honor 
of establishing th.e first Baptist mission work in 
Japan by the appointment as missionary of He,·. 
J onnthan Goble, who had Yisited that e01rntry as a 
seaman in the fleet under the eommnnd of Con11110-
dorc Peny. The society supported l\fossr,;. Brown 
and Goble for senral years, bnt in 1872 all c:.iu~cs 
of differe1wes which had h,d to the formation of the 
Free Mission Socirty haYing passetl away, the work 
of that society was transferred to the .A.meril'un 
Baptist l\fo;sionary Union, and Mr. Brown and l\I r. 
Goble were appointed as its missionaries. The 
Japan mission at that time w:.is the only "·ork 
carried on uudt>r tlie auspicei; of the Free l\Iission 
Society, and by the offer of the Japan mi.3:<iou to 



9-l A)IEJ:IC.-\X IL\ l'TJST ~l lSSIO~S 

the American Baptist Missionary Union, and it,; 
acceptauce by that society and the appointment of 
its only missionaries as missionaries of the Union, 
the termination of the work of the American Baptist 
Free ~fission Society came about, which by this 
action tr::rnsfcrred all its salaried officials a1Hl all its 
rights to the American Baptist l\Iissionary Union. 
A nominal corporntc existl•uce was continned for thl' 
purpose of hulding bequests and fuulb wl1ich mnst 
otherwi,;e h:we been lost, hnt the la,;t annual meet­
iug, being the thirty-second ::uminrsary, was held 
iu Franklin Hall, Jersey City, Jnne f:2, 1875, 
He,·. John Duer, being cone;-;pon<ling secr<'t:uy and 
"'illiam Howe, Esq., 77 Baldwin Aw1111e, Jersey 
City, N. J., treasurer. The organization and ex­
istence of the American Bupfo:t Frre :Mission So­
ciety, like that of the Ameriran all(l Foreign Bible 
Society and the American Bible Union, thns became 
a historical way mark of the existence of certain con­
troYer,;ies among the members of the Baptist denom­
ination, ,rhid1 passed away with the lapse of time 
and in a dearer light, a bettc1· nmlerst:rn<ling, and 
perhaps a larger liberty among the members of the 
denomination. 



CHAPTER XI 

WOllAN'S BAPTIST MISSIOXAHY SOCIETIES 

HEATHENIS::\[ l>ear:; heaviest on woman. The 
ignorance, the supet·stition, the physical ~leg­

radation, and the spiritual darkness which are the 
accompaniment of all forms of paganism, woman 
shares eqnally with man; bnt in every heathen land 
she is weighed d°'rn with an additional social deg­
radation whieh makes her lot vastly more full of 
anguish aml trno1· than is the pot·linn of her hus­
band and brothers. Heathenif'm is everywhere a 
religion of foree and fear. l\Iight is the only right, 
and in the struggle for exif'tence woman as the 
weaker sex hears the heayiest bnrdcns. There is 
no form of heathenism, howewr some of its pre­
cepts may be exalted by wnnld-he aclmircrs from 
Christian lands, which suggest,; anything snhstantial 
in alle\'iation of the lot of woman. In at least one 
of its features, the cardinal pl'inciple of Hinduism, 
explained by the Brahman as" the sacredness of the 
cow and degradation of woman," is eommon to all 
heathenism. Chrii;ti:mity is the only religion which 
exalts woman to her true position as the equal asso­
ciate and helpmeet of man. 

It wa;i the increasing recognition of these trnths 
95 
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which led to the formation of the first \\"Olllau\ mis­
sionary societies. Iu all the earlier years of our 
Baptist foreign missions the wou1t•11 iu the chmchcs 
were amoug the most nrdent and cffieient workers 
and contributors to the enterprise. I II mnny churches 
the work of the colketion of funds had been lurgdy 
left to them. Tlwre came n time, howcwr, when 
many of the most enrnest nnd dcYoted friends of 
missions among the women of the chmchcs felt 
pressing upon them more hcaYily the special and 
urgent needs of their sisters in henthcn lands. The 
sentiment gradually c1-ystallized until it resulted in 
the formation of separate foreign mi;;sionary soci­
eties for women. Not that it was proposed that the 
women of the churches should separate themsches 
from the general societies, but it was hoped that by 
separate organization, while still continuing their 
elforts and gifts on lwhalf of the general work, 
speeial fimds might be raiscd·for woman's work for 
women in heathen lands, without encroaching upon 
the income of the general societies. This sentiment 
led to the formation, in 1871, of the \Y oman's Bap­
tist Foreign Missionary Society, with headquarters 
in Boston, and The "' omun's Baptist Foreign l\li5-
sionary Society of the ,rest, with lwadqnart(•r,; in 
Chicago. It was not at auy time proposed tli!lt 
these societies should be entirely indepellllent of the 
Americ:111 Baptist l\Iissionnry Union, but that they 
were to be auxiliary, nnd while the missionaries to 
be supported by the woman's societies were to be 
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selected and recommended, and the funds they should 
gather designated by them, the appointment of the 
missionaries was to rest with the executive committee 
of the l\Iissionary Union, and all the funds of the 
woman's societies, with the exception of those for 
home expenses, wc1·c to pass through the treasury of 
the Union and be disbursed as the gifts of the women 
had been heretofore. 

As a movement among women, the formation of 
these societies has been a great success, both societies 
having had a la1·gc growth and been very success­
ful in the raising of funds. While it cannot be 
said that they have wholly avoided diversion of 
moneys from the general fnnds of the Missionary 
Union, it is still undoubtedly true that the special 
efforts of the woman'~ societies have largely increased 
the contributions of the women in our churches for 
foreign missions over the natural increase that might 
have been expected without these agencies. The 
iucrease of the fnuds of the woman's societies has 
been in larger proportion than that of the general 
funds of the l\Iissionary Union, and as their funds 
have been devoted especially to school and evangel­
istic work among women it has been thought to 
have led to a disproportionate increase of these 
branches of mission work in contrast with the ge11-
eral evangelistic work of the missions. In later 
years a larger proportion of the funds of women h:i.s 
been designated to general work, so aiding directly 
the principal feature of the missionary enterprise. 

G 
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The success of the woman's societies with head­
quarters in Boston and Chicago, led to the formation 
of the "\V oman's Baptist Foreign l\Iissionary Society 
of California, in 1875, an<l the "\Voman's Baptist 
Foreign Missionary Society of Oregon, in 1878, for 
similar work among the women of the Baptist 
churches on the Pacific coast. Recognizing the pos­
sibility of undue development of school and evan­
gelistic work among women the society of California 
took the new departure of assuming the full support 
of a missionary and his wife, Rev. and l\Irs. J. H. 
Scott, in Osaka, Japan. This suggestive initiative 
has had an influence npon the other woman's soci­
eties. "\Voman's foreign missionary societies have 
also Leen orgauize<l in Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Ohio, and other States, but they are entirely sub­
sidiary to the other societies-that in Pennsylvauia 
to the society with headquarters in Boston, and those 
in Michigan, Ohio, and the "\Vestern States to the 
W ornan's Society of the "\Vest. The fiehls of the 
four woman's societies, organize<l as auxiliary to the 
American Baptist Missionary Union, are entirely 
conterminous with those of the Union itself. Each 
society has the privilege of taking up work in any 
of the fields of the Union, and of engaging in any 
portion of the work which may commen<l itself 
especially to the managers of the societies. The 
Boston and Chicago societies are carryiug on work 
in all tlie fields on wbicl1 the missionaries of the 
Union are engaged, while the society of California 
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has hitherto limited its efforts to Japan. The Ore­
gon society has hatl missionaries in India. 

Stimulated by the action of these sisters in the 
Northern States the Baptist women of the South 
bega11 to be inspired by a desire for more aggressirn 
a11d independent action on behalf of missions. In 
their organization, however, they were able to learn 
lessons of value from the experience of the Northem 
societies, and owing somewhat also to the closer and 
more vital church life of the Baptist churches in the 
Southern States the ,v oman's l\Iissionary Union, or­
ganized in 1888 as auxiliary to the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, is more strictly identified with and 
subordinate to the Convention, and their relations 
to the general society are more intimate than those 
of the woman's societies in the Northern States with 
the 1Iissionary Union. While having a special in­
terest, of cour8e, in the evangelization of women in 
heathen lands, the ,v oman's :Missionary Union aux­
iliary to the Southern Baptist Co1wention in its 
constitution defines its purpose to be : 

1. To distribute missionary inform:ition antl stimulate 
effort, through State Central Committees, where they 
exist; and, where they do not, to encourage the organ­
ization of new societies. 

2. To secure the earnest, systematic co-operation of 
women antl children in collecting antl raising money for 
missions. 

It will thus be seen that the women of the 
Southern Baptist churches limit their special and 



100 A:\lERICAX BAPTIST :\IISSJONS 

separate cmlcavors to the sprea(l of missionary in­
formation and interest among the churches, and that 
the funds raised by them are wholly and without 
special designation devoted to the general purposes 
of the work of the :Mission Boards. 

All these societies, as well as the "r omen's Home 
l\lission Societies hereafter named, hold their inde­
pendent annual meetings and haYe a full organiza­
tion and a full complement of officers. 

Inspired by the same general impulses there was 
formed in 18i7 the Women's Baptist Home l\Iission 
Society, ha\'ing its hca<lquarters in Chicago. In this 
case, howenr, the organization is entirely imlcpcnd­
ent of the general missionary societies of the Baptist 
churches, while wo1·king on the same general lines 
and for the- same purposes. This society has estab­
lished a l\lissionary Training School in Chicago, 
where women missionaries are trained for both home 
and foreign missionary work. Natnrally its chief 
work has been within the limits of the United 
States, but aside from this it has maintained mis­
sionaries in Mexico since 1886, and has already in­
augurated missionary effort for the more lately 
opened missionary fields of Porto Rico and Cnba. 

In the same year the ,vomcn's American Baptist 
Home :Mission Society, with headqnarters in Boston, 
was organized for work in needy fiehls in North 
America. This society, howcnr, is auxiliary to the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, through 
the treasury of wliich all its funds are disbursed, 
with the exception of tlw expenditures for Alaska, 
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official salaries, and for some miscclla11eo11s work. l 11 
addition to ed11catio11al work for girh; in the South 
and other mission wm·k, this society has taken as its 
special field, missionary work in Alai,;ka, where it has 
assumed the full support of missionary families for 
general evangelistic work. It has also established 
an excellent "'ork on ,v ood Island in an orphan­
age for the d,ildrcn of the Indians. This has at­
tracted great interest and has commended itself, not 
only because of the needy field which it occupie1-, 
but by the 11scful11ess of its work, which embraces 
not only Christian education for the children but 
training in many features of industrial work. 

·while, as above stated, it cannot be claimed that 
the woman's societies ha Ye entirely avoided encroach­
ment on the fields and funds of the general societie1-, 
this has not been due to the intention or efforts of 
the management of the societies, but to certain nat­
ural and inevitable tendencies connected with any 
special or partially di1-connected work, and they have 
unquestionably made good their claim to a large in­
crease of missionary interest and effort among the 
women of our churches all oYCr the land. 

In 1910 the "·Woman's American Baptist Home 
Mission Society," with headquarters in Boston, 
l\Iass., unite1l with the ",v oman's Baptist Home 
Mission Society," having its headquarters in Chi­
cago, the latter society then taking the name of the 
former, the ",v oman's American Baptist Home 
l\Iission Society." A branch office of the society 
is still maintained in Bo;:ton. 



CHAPTER XII 

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS IN BUR)L\ 

BURMA, the earliest, and for many years the 
only, foreign mission field of American Bap­

tists, has always retained a peculiar hold upon the 
interest and affections of the Baptist churches of 
this country. "rhile beginnings of missions had 
been made in Siam, China, Assam, and Southern 
India, pre\'ious to the formation of the Southern 
Baptist Com·cntion in 1845 and the consequent 
division of the missionary work of the Baptists of 
the United States, yet these beginnings were so small 
as not to have obtained a firm grasp upon the interest 
of the people at that time, and Burma was then, and 
continues to be, in a peculiar sense, the well beloved 
mission child of all the Baptists of this country, 
North and Sonth. The nature of the country and 
its peoples furnishes a just basis for the deep and 
abiding interest which has been felt in missions in 
that country. Although now but one of the prov­
inces of the British Empire in India, "·hen Baptist 
missions were begun in Burma by Adoniram and 
Ann Hasscltine Judson, in 1813, it was entirely 
under the rnle of a savage king, and their enter­
prise was the first attack made by Christian mis-

102 
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sionaries on the native kingdoms of the East. Carey 
and his companions were located in the Danish set­
tlement in Serampore, and Swartz and others of the 
earliest missionaries in Iudia had also been under 
the protection of civilized governments. The pecu­
liarly heroic character of the assault of the J udsons 
on the notoriously savage and cruel native kingdom 
of Burma, "·as recognized by their m1ss10nary a,-so­
ciates in India and made a deep impression upon 
the whole Christian world. 

When American Baptists began their foreign 
missions in Burma, it was then as now a country 
of extraordinary fertility and productiveness. Great 
progress, whether commercial or Christian, was im­
possible under uati,·e rule. But the successive con­
quests of the English and the annexation to their 
dominions of A.rakan and Tenasserim in 1826, of 
Pegu. in 1854, and of all Upper Burma in 1885, 
have gradually opc11C<l the entire country to civil­
ization, commerce, and the free and uninterrupted 
labors of Christian missions, and Burma is to-clay 
recognized as the most prosperous and most prom­
ising province of British India. ,v ages are more 
than three times as high as in the peninsula of 
Hindustan across the bay of Bengal, and the inter­
nal resources of Burma are increasing with remarka­
ble rapidity. Although the population numbers 
but little more than eight millions, and from this 
point of view it might seem to offer only a minor 
field for missionary effort, yet the variety of races 
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and languages represented, numbering as many 
as forty-seven, and their relations to the peo­
ples of the surrounding countries, India, Assam, 
China, 'l'onking, ancl Siam, vastly enlarge the 
importance of Burma as a field for Christian mis­
sions. The additional fact that it is al:,:o the strong­
hold of Buddhism, as well as the residence of many 
animistic tribes, makes Burma the religious key to 
southeastern Asia. 

In this extraordinarily and exceptionally attractiYe 
country Baptists have from the first found an ample 
aml encouraging field for missionary effort, and they 
have cultivated it with such assiduity that the num­
ber of Christian missionaries in proportion to popu­
lation has always been greater in Burma than in 
any other foreign mission field, and the success of 
the Baptist mission has been so great as to lead 
other religious bodies to leave this field largely to 
the Baptists. In recent years a few missionaries of 
the English Wesleyan and American l\Iethodists 
have located at some points in Burma, and the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, repre­
senting the High Church clement of the Chmch of 
England, has sustained missionaries there, but aside 
from these the entire responsibility for giYing the gos­
pel to Burma has devolved npon American Baptists. 

J w;t previous to the separation of American Bap­
tists into two foreign missionary organizations in 
184.5, the labors of J nelson and his associates, alluded 
to in the earlier clrnptcr;.: of this volume, had begun 
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to bear abundant fruit. The work of Rev. Justus 
H. Vinton among the Karens of Rangoon district 
had been greatly blessed. During the prevalence 
of a famine, l\fr. Vinton, after distributing all the 
rice in his storehouses, had pledged his personal 
credit to the rice merchants for a large quantity, 
and freely distributed it, not only among the starving 
Christians, but among the heathen who applied. 
As afterwar<l among the Telngus at Ongole, this 
action pa,·ed the way for the gospel. Mr. Vinton 
in his tours among the people was C\'erywhere wel­
comed as "the man who sawd our lives," and the 
gospel which he preached was freely receh·ed by 
those whose hearts had been opened by gratitude 
for material blessings. Hundreds were baptized, 
and the Rangoon Karen mission, the headquarters 
of which were then located on the premises which 
they still occupy in the Kemendine district of Ran­
goon City, was started on that career of prosperity 
which continued in succeeding years, and which 
placed the mission second in numbers in Burma. 
The remarkable religious interest among the Karens 
in Southwestern Burma, first centered at Sandoway 
across the mountains in Arakan, had grown in 1rnm­
bers and in self-reliance, so that in 1849 the Karen 
pastors of Bassein, where the headquarters of the 
mission had then been located, resoh-ed to relin­
quish all assistance from mission funds and to rel~· 
wholly upon their churches for support. In 1850 
a Karen Home l\Ii~sion Society "·as formed in 
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Bassein, and in 1854 a similar society among the 
Karens of Rangoon, for missionary work among 
their own people, these being, it is believed, the 
first two societies of the kind ever formed in heathen 
lands. The practice of entire self-support, then 
inaugurated Ly the Bassein Karens, has prerniled 
in that mission to the present day, and the work at 
the same time has experienced large spiritual pros­
perity, so that it stands first in point of numbers 
among the missions in Burma, and has been an 
illustrious example of self-support, self-management, 
and liberality to Christian missions in all heathen 
lands. On l\fay 16, 1878, fifty years after the 
baptism of the first Karen convert, Kothahbyu, 
the Bassein Karens flcdicated the Kothahbyu l\Ic­
morial Hall for the use of the Sgaw-Karen Normal 
and Industrial Institute. The cost of-this building 
was twenty-two thousand dollars, and for the build­
ing and its endowment the Bassc>in Karcns raised at 
that time more than thirty-one thousand dollar:-, a 
record seldom if m·cr e<1uallcd hy any Christian 
community in heathen lands. The iiangoon l{arens, 
with the assistance of English residents of Rangoon 
and friends in America and England, also erected a 
fine chapel called" Franc's Chapel,"-from the fact 
that the first gift to the chapel was a five franc 
piece from a poor woman,-which furnished accom­
modations for their school and religious worship on 
the mission compound in Rangoon. 

,Vith the rapid increase in the number of con-
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verts, the pressing importance of erlucation, and es­
pecially of training religious leaders for the people, 
was early pressed upon the attention of the mission­
arie;;, In 1838 a Burman theological school was 
started by Edward A. Stevens, D. D., which after 
his death was continued by A. T. Rose, D. D., and 
later incorporated as the Burman department of the 
theological seminary at Insein. The Karen Liter­
ary and Theological Institution was organized in 
1846, in l\Ioulrnein, by J. G. Binney, D. D., and was 
afterward removed to Rangoon as the Karen Theo­
logical Seminary, and later to Insein, nine miles 
from Rangoon, where the scope of the seminary was 
enlarged in 1894 to include the training not only 
of Karens, but Bnrmans, as above noted, and of 
Christian preachers and pastors for all the races of 
Burma. The Rangoon Baptist College, for the 
higher education of young men of all races in Burma, 
was begun in 1872 by Doctor Binney, who also con­
tinued at the same time to he the president of the 
theological seminary. Associated with him in the 
early work of the college were John Packer, D. D., 

afterward for m:my years president of the college, 
and Rev. Chapin H. Carpenter, who, however, soon 
remo,·ed to the care of the Karen work in Bassein, 
with which his labors in Burma were principally 
identified. 

Connected with the removal of l\Ir. Carpenter to 
Bassein was the first use of the Atlantic cable for 
Baptist mission purpo:oes. Rev. B. C. Thomas had 
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been compelled to leave Basscin, where he had worn 
himself out in the service of the mission, and had 
died in New York City but one day after reaching 
America. The question of the lcader8hip of the great 
Bassein Sgaw-Karcn mission was pending, and the 
executive committee of the Missionary Union con­
sidered the matter at a special meeting held Oct. 
26, 1867, and sent this message by cable to the 
l\Iissionary Connntion assembled in Rangoon : 
"Carpenter transferred to Bassein, and Smith to 
R:mgoon." The message was delivered in three 
days after leaving Boston and produced a profound 
impression on the missionaries in Burma. lt was 
recognized as the beginning of a new era in the con­
duct of missionary work. "rhen four months were 
required for the quickest communication between 
the missionaries and the official headquarters of the 
Union, even the most important questions were de­
layc<l in settlement oftentimes to the serious injury 
of the work. Now that the time of question and 
answer was reduced to a few days, as later to a few 
hours, a new ease and facility in the acljustment of 
all missionary questions was afforded. 

An important feature of the missionary work in 
Bnrma in all its stages has_ Leen the printing press, 
which, starting from the small hand prei-s used by 
Felix Carey, and aftcrwanl gi,·cn by the Scrampore 
mission to the American Baptist mission for the use 
of Rev. George H. Hough, the associate of Judson, 
has increased to the large establishment now known 
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as the American Baptist l\Iission Press in Rangoon. 
From the Baptist l\Iission Press in Burma four 
complete editions of the Dible have been issued. 
The Burman Bible, translated by Adoniram Judson, 
was put to press in l\Ioulmeiu in 1840 by Re,·. S. 
l\I. Osgood, afterward agent of the l\Iissiou:uy Union 
in New York City. He also printed there a second 
edition of the same work. The Tavoy and l\Ioul­
mein presses were afterw:nd united and removed to 
Rangoon, where they ha,·e remained to the present 
day. Here was printed in 1853 the translation of 
the Bible in Sgaw-Karcn made by Re,·. Francis 
l\Iason, the translation of the Bible into Pwo-Karen 
by Rev. D. L. Brayton in 1883, and the Shan Bible 
by J. N. Cushing, D. D., in 1891. l\Iany editions 
of the New Testament and portions of Seri pture 
in these languages have also been issued from the 
m1ss10n press, as well as portions of Scripture in 
four or more additional languages and dialects of 
Burma. "The Religious Herald," a Burman paper 
started in 1842, and "The l\Iorning Star," in 
Karen, begun in 1843, have been issued from this 
press continuously from the beginning, as well as 
millions of tracts and many Christian books for the 
use of the growing Christian community in Burma. 
It is the only printing press in the world which has 
facilities for printing in several languages used by 
many millions of people. The name longest connected 
with the press is that of Rev. Cephas Bennett, who re­
tired in 1881, after fifty years' service as snperiuten-
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dent. He was succeeded by l\Ir. Frank D. Phinney, 
under whose efficient management the work of the 
press has been greatly enlarged, employing in 1900 
about one hunched and thirty persons in all depart­
ments. Lately a fine building has been erected. 

By the conclusions of the l\Ioulmein Convention, 
held in connection with the deputation from the 
l\Iissionary Union in 1853, the Karen missionaries 
felt themselves to be aggrieved, and Rev. Justus 
H. Vinton, Rev. Durlin L. Brayton, Rev. Norman 
Harris, and Re,·. John S. Beecher, as well as Rev. 
A. 1.'. Rose, of the Burman Department, resigned 
their connection with the l\Iissionary Union. The 
separation continued in the case of the Basseiu 
Karen mission for thirteen years, and of the Ran­
goon Karen mission for seventeen years. During 
these years the missionary work was carried on 
without interruption on both these fields, the mission­
aries and various departments of the work being 
i-upported by the contributions of the Karens, by 
the liberal contributions of the English residents of 
Rangoon, who in the year 1857 gave as much as 
sixteen thousand and thirty-nine rupees, and by re­
mittances from friends in England. American con­
tributions for the missions were forwanled, as has 
been stated, through the American Baptist Free 
Mission Society, the secretary of which, Nathan 
Brown, D. D., sympathized with the mis;;ionaries 
and the reasons which led them to withdraw from 
the Missionary Union. The misunderstandings 
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which lcd to the separation haviug passed a way, the 
Bassciu mission was reunited with the Union and 
the other mission work in Burma iu 18G7, and the 
Rangoon Karen mission in 1871, and the mission­
aries cordially resumed their con11ectio11 with the 
society and thci1· co-operation with the other brethren 
in Burma. The points of difference were especially 
in regard to the establishment and conduct of local 
schools and the measure of indi\·idual liberty which 
was to be accorded to the missionaries. In the 
light of clearer understanding of the needs and best 
methods of missionary work all differences on these 
points have been removed. 

In 1855 there were nine Baptist mission stations 
in Burma: Rangoon, l\Ioulmein, Tavoy, Bassein, 
Henzada, Toungoo, Shwegyin, Prome, and Thougze, 
all of which except the first four had been opened 
since 1853, in consequence of the deliberations of 
the l\foulmein Convention. From this time for 
twenty-one years 110 new mission stations -were 
opened in Burma ; but with the centers already es­
tablished large progress continued to be made, es­
pecially in the Rangoon, Bassein, Henzada, aml 
Toungoo Karen missions, which continued to be 
the strongest and most prosperous departments of 
labor in the Burman missions, the Rangoon and 
Bassein missions having two departments, the Sga"·­
Karen and Pwo-Karen, while the two tribes of 
Karens in the Henzada district remained in union 
in their Christian work. At Tonngoo two principal 
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<livisions e:tist, that among the Pakn aml the Bwe­
Karens. The Sgaw an<l the Pwo are the principal 
tribes of the Karens, being about equally <lividcd 
in number, the Pwos being more nearly allied in 
habits and custom to the Burmans, while the Sgaw­
Karens are more primitive in their manners, less 
affected by Buddhism, and have receind the gospel 
more largely than any other division of the Karen 
people or any other race in Burma. 

During the years previous to 1876 the missionary 
work was strengthening and extending on all the 
fields in Burma preparatory to a rapidity of expan­
sion similar to that which had been experienced in 
1853, 1854, and 1855. In 1876 two stations were 
opened, at Tharrawaddi among the Karens and at 
Zigon among the Bunuans, and the next year a 
mission was begun by J. N. Cushing, D. D., at 
Bhamo, eight hundred miles north of Rangoon, in 
Uppet· Burma, with the design of re:lChing the 
Shans and tribes on the borders of Western China. 
For senral years the Bhamo mission had a check­
ered history, having a rapid succession of mission­
aries; at one time the city was taken by marauding 
bands of Chinese robbers and the mi:,sionnries were 
compelled wholly to retire from the field. \Vith the 
capture of Upper Burma by the English in 1885, 
the mission in Bhamo was permanently re-estab­
lished, and there the missionaries han continued 
their labors among the Bnrm:rns, the Shuns, and the 
Kachins, with peculiar s11<.:ccss among the last-
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named people. The war between the English and 
Thebaw, the last king of Burma, was brought on 
by the interference of the king with the operations 
of the British-Burma Lumber Company, whose 
business he had agreed to foster and protect. As 
in the previous wars with the English, the Burmans 
entered upon this contest with perfect confidence in 
their speedy success; but their army was defeated 
at the first assault, and in December, 1885, Manda­
lay, the capital, was captured with King Thebaw and 
his cruel and bloodthirsty queen, Soopayalat. The 
Yictory over the Burman army was an easy task for 
the British, but the pacification of the country 
proved far more difficult. The Burman soldiers 
formed themselves into bands of marauders, or da­
coits, and hiding in the depths of jungle fastnesse8, 
by sudden raids, robberies, and murder, kept the 
whole country in turmoil and fear. British soldiers, 
even though natives of India, found it impossible to 
follow these bands to their hiding-places, and made 
little progress in bringing them into subjection even 
after gaining the victory, having the same experience 
as tl1e American army operating in later years under 
similar conditions in the Philippine Islands. These 
circumstances afforded opportunity for one of the 
most remarkable displa.ys of the political benefits 
of Christian missions which history has supplied. 
Moved by distrust, the English government had de­
creed that no native of Burma should be allowed to 
carry arms. After a time some of the missionaries 

H 



114 AMEitICAX ll..\l'TIST l\USSIOXS 

obtained permission for the Karens in their churches 
to keep firearms to protect their villages from the 
dacoits, the missionaries becoming responsible for 
the goml conduct of thei1· converts. These Kareus 
pursued the robber bands to their secret retreats in 
the jungle, captured their leaders and dispersed the 
bands of clacoits with such success that the govern­
ment itself at 011cc established a force of Karen 
military police, largely composed of Christians, aud 
by this body was effected in a few months what the 
British army had vainly striven to accomplish­
the complete pacification of Burma. For this serv­
ice the government gave the Christian Karcns and 
their leaders the warmest praise. 

For connnience, the headquarters of the Ran­
goon Pwo Karen mission were removed to l\:laubin 
in 1879, the ext011sion of facilities for travel having 
rendered JlOf'siblc residence in the jungle among the 
prople. In 188G the dream of Judson, the pioneer 
of American Baptist missions in Burma, was re­
alized by the permanent establishment of a mission 
station in Mandalay, the cnpital of Upper Burma. 
This field included the sites of Ava and Oungpenla 
(Aungbinle), where Judson suffered his terrible im­
prisonment. It is the chief city of Upper Burma 
and exercises an important influence upon the whole 
territory. The next year was signalized by the 
opening of three new missionary stations, one at 
Thayetmyo, on the Irawadi river, near the boundary 
of Upper Burma, one at l\fyingyan, one hundred 
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miles south of l\Ian<lalay, an<l anothel' at Pegu, forty 
miles northeast of Rangoon, on the railroad running 
from Rangoon to l\Iandalay by the way of Toungoo. 
The succeeding year, 1888, was mal'ke<l by the 
opening of two mission stations, one at Sagaing, on 
the west side of the lrawadi, fifteen miles Lelow 
,\fondalay, and opposite Ava, the scene of ,Judson's 
imprisonment, which is now includell in the field of 
this station. A II interesting e,·ent of this year also 
was the opening of a mission station at Sandoway, 
the sanitariuru of Aralrnn, and in the earlier yeal's 
of the mission the headquarters of the Bassein Sgaw­
Karen mission. The new station, however, is for 
work among the Bul'mans and the Southern Chins, 
the northern being reached from Thayetmyo. The 
next year, 1889, also witnessed the opening of two 
stations, one at Insein, nine miles north of Rangoon, 
whern the Baptist theological seminary was then lo­
cated, and one at l\Ieiktila, the military sanitari111u 
of Upper Burma, between Toungoo and :Mandalay. 
~Iis::1io11 work among the Shuns ha<l hitherto been 
carried on only among the scattered communities of 
this people found in Lower Burma and in Bhamo ; 
but with the complete pacification of the country 
11ndcr English rule the time had come to establish 
stations in the Shan territory of the eastern part of 
Burma, and one was opened at Hsipaw (Thibaw), in 
1890, by Rev. l\I. B. Kirkpatrick, M. D., and another 
at Mongnai (Mone), in 1892, by A. H. Henderson, 
~I. D. The next year another Shan station was 
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opened by Rev. ,v. "r· Cochrane at Xa111kha111 in 
Upper Bul'ma, about twenty-five miles southeast of 
Bhamo, in a beautiful valley and within one mile 
of the boundary line of China. l\fyitkyina, north 
of Blrnmo, opencil in 1894 for missionary work 
among the Kachins, is the most northern station 
in Burma, aml this and the uew station among 
the Chins, opened in 1899 Ly Hcv. A. E. Car­
son, near the highway beiwec11 Burma au<l Assam 
marks a large advance in the complete occupation 
of Burma by the Baptist missious aml the uearer 
approach to the project che1·ished in the early <lays 
of the mission, when there should be a complete 
union between the missions i11 Burma and Assam. 

While the earlier missionary efforts in Burma 
were confined to labors for the Burmans aud the 
principal tribes of the Karens,-the Sgaw and the 
Pwo,-in later years they have Leen extended until 
they included special an<l distinctive labors for all 
of the forty-seven tribes and peoples represented in 
the limits of Burma who arc sufficiently numerous 
tu be mentioned in the British census of In<lia, the 
latest mission to be established being work among 
tl1e Chinese immigrants and traders and laborers 
in the city of Rangoon. These extended an<l com­
prchensi vc bbors of the Baptists for the peoples of 
Burma han so prcoccnpie<l the field that ,rith the 
immense territories in other heathen lands still 
awaiting Christian laliors iherc would seem to be no 
peculiar or pressing opening for the laLors of repre-
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sentativrn, of other bodies for the polyglot and mul­
tifarious peoples of Burma. 

The Baptist missions in Burma ban been blessed 
with a fruitfulness whicl1 can only be compared 
with the extraordinary fertility of its own producti,·c 
soil. In 1900 the members of Baptist churches 
numbered about thirty-five hundred Burmans, and 
thirty-five thousand Karens, with a total church­
membership of all races approaching fifty thousand, 
and representing a Christian population of half a 
million, occupying the most strategic and influential 
territory of southea8tern Asia. :From their success­
ful missions in Burma as a fulcrum; American Bap­
tists have facilities already provided for reaching 
out in enry direction to the varied peoples and 
tongues of all surrounding countries. 

From the earliest years of their history the missions 
in Burma have called for the services of some of the 
ablest representatives of the Baptist ministry in this 
country, and oftentimes the sacrifice of precious 
lives. Adoniram Judson, the founder of the mis­
sions, died at sea, April 12, 1850, when three days 
out on a voyage from Rangoon; and many others of 
his companions and his successors in labors have 
passed to their reward after long years of useful 
service for Christ in llmma. The earliest youthful 
martyrs to the missions, ·whcdock and Colman, 
have also had their successors, who, after but a few 
months or years, having scarcely entered upon mis­
sionary service for the people of Burma, have been 
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called to withdraw their ~trong aml youthful hands 
from the plow to join the praises of the redeemed 
in the heavenly country. The mi:;sion to the Shans 
has been peculiarly atHictcd in this respect, no less 
than three young and pl'Omising missionarici-, Re,·. 
Edwin D. Kelley, Rev. Albert ,J. Lyon, and Rev. 
Bennet J. l\lix, being lost to the mission within a 
few years, when just on the threshold of their work; 
and the number of tho,;e who ha,·e passed from earth 
to heaven after se1Ticc for Chrh-t in Burma com­
prises an honored roll of heroic spirits, of whom we 
can now think as rejoicing in the vresence of the 
Lord with the multitndesof Burmans, Karens, Sham:, 
and reprcsentati,·es of other peoples of Burma, re­
deemed from idolatry and sin and gathered as ripe 
sheaves in the harvest of hea,·en. As one by one 
these have passed on before, others like them in 
mind and in spirit ha,·c been raised up to enter upon 
their labors. 

Among these arc many whose fathers and mothers 
gave their lives for the people of Burma. The "Bap­
tist Missionary l\Iagazine" for January, 1900, gins 
a list of se,·enteen of these honorcd sons and daugh­
ters of ,·cneratcd parents, who have entered most 
11:-;cfnlly upon the fields and services of their fore­
bears-in some instances to the second generation. 
There is not only peculiar appropriateness in the 
children following in the footsteps of their fathers 
in missionary labors, hnt many practical ach-antagrs. 
Few natives of America can c,·er acquire an Eastern 
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tongue so as to speak it with the same facility as a 
native of these countries. Correct grammatical un-, 
<lerstanding of a language way be obtained and 
ability to preach the gospel with clearness, and pos­
sibly with some force, but few, if any missionaries, 
natives of the ,v e:;t, have ever been able to preach 
the gospel of Christ in any Eastern tongue ,rith 
genuine fluency and eloquence. Children of mis­
sionaries, however, born in an Eastern land, and 
having acquired some facility in pronunciation of' 
the languages while young, even though they may 
have spent years of residence in America for educa­
tion, ou their return to Asia soon acquire an enviable 
facility in the use of the native dialects. l\Ien like 
J. B. Vinton, Edward 0. Stevens, and "'illis F. 
Thomas have peculiar ackantages in missionary 
work for the people among whom they were born, 
both in facility in speech and in familiarity with 
the customs, sentiments, and habits of the people. 

Baptist missions in Burma among all races have 
been advancing with a sure and steady progress 
from year to year. On no other field of American 
Baptist missions has there been gained so much de­
velopment in all the elements of Christian and 
church life as understood among the churches in 
America. Self-support has become the rule in by far 
the larger number of the fields of Burma. In the re­
port of the American Baptist l\Iissionary Union for 
1900, of the six hundred. and eighty-fin churches in 
Burma no less than four hundred and eighty-two were 
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entirely self-supporting, and this satisfactory indica­
tion of genuine strength and growth of the churches 
of Burma is rapidly increasing from year to year. 
This self-support is supplemented by an encour­
aging degree of self-dependence and self-manage­
ment, which has found expression not only in the 
local Associations established on the plan of Bap­
tist Associations in America, but in the Burman 
Baptist l\Iissionary Convention, organized in 1865. 
This Connntion, aside from its usual offices as rep­
resenting all Baptist interests in Burma, is carry­
ing on independent missions at its own cost, having 
maintained for several years missionaries to the 
Karens in Northern Siam, as the Bassein Karens 
have sustained several representatives of their own 
among the Kaehins in the region of Bhamo, Upper 
Burma. 

This large development of all the substantial 
features of Christian life and growth has made neces­
sary increased efforts for the training of leaders for 
the Baptists in Burma in their important and grow­
ing enterprises. Rangoon Baptist College has in­
creased to an attendance of more than fise hundred 
in all the departments. The theological seminary 
at Insein is the largest in Asia, and has grown in 
numbers and usefulness, sending out. yearly Burmans, 
Karens, Shans, and representatives of other races, 
in numbers, who become qualified and successful 
leaders of their own people in the work of the 
Lord. In short, in all the elements of an estab-



AJ\IERICAN BAPTIST J\ll~SIO~S IN BURMA 121 

lished Christian community, the Baptists in Burma 
have achieved marked success and a satisfactory 
growth, and staud with the Sandwich Islands and 
a few other of the island groups in the Pacific 
Ocean, as the only representatives of fields in 
which foreign missions have shown a near approach 
to the ultimate object of all missionary work, the 
establishment of an indigenous, self-supporting, self­
managing and self-propagating Christianity. 



CH.APTER XIII 

BAPTIST MISSION WORK I.N' ASSAM 

ASSAl\I, the most northeastern province of Brit­
ish India, is a territory that is marked hy a 

large variety and peculiarity of conditions. ,vhile 
the area as ordinarily computed is named at forty­
nine thousand square milet-, the limib of the coun­
try are indefinite. The central part of Assam for 
the whole length is occupied by the fertile Brahma­
putra Valley, while both the Himalaya Mountains 
on the north and the ranges of mountains intervening 
between Assam and Bmma on the south, offer great 
changes of climate and homes for a large number 
of wild tribes. In its popnlation of five million 
and a half are found almost as great a variety of 
races as in Burma; hut the whole population may 
he roughly divided between the Hindu Assamese of 
the Drahmapntra Valley and the animistic tribes 
occupying the hills to the north and south. In ad­
dition to these there arc coming an increasing popu­
lation of immigrants from Chota Nagpnr and other 
provinces of Central India, who labor in the tea 
gardens. Baptist missionary work in Assam has 
found its field of operations among these three divi­
sions of people, the greatest success being among 
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the animistic people and the immigrants, or labor­
ers in the tea gardens. 

Sadiya, the first station occupied in Assam, wm, 
in the extreme nor!heastcrn portion of the country. 
This station was soon abandoned on account of the 
turbulence of the people, whose fierceness was bc­
yoml the control of the English authorities. Before 
i!s abandonment, however, it became the scene 
of one of the tragedies of our Baptist foreign mis­
i-;10us. In 1837 Rev. Jacob Thomas "·as sent as a 
missionary to reinforce the laborcrs at Sadiya. He 
made the journey by vessel from America to Cal­
cutta in safety, a1Hl the long journey by land and 
river across Bengal and the length of the Brahmap11-
tra, until within a few miles of Sadiya. The voyage 
of the missionary party 11p the Brahmaputra was made 
in canoes, and after his long and perilous journ('y, 
just before arriving at his destination, while the 
Panoe was tied to the bank preparatory to rest for 
the night, a tree from a part of the bank whieh had 
been undermined by the floods, falling across the 
canoe, crushed 1\Ir. Thomas, aud this yo1111g and 
promising life was eudcd when just entering upon 
mi:,;sionary labor. 

After the abandonment of Sadiya, Sibsagor, to 
the soutlmcst, opened in 18·11, Nowgong, still 
farther to the southwcst, opened the same year, ancl 
Gauhati, still Il('arer llengal, opened in 1843, con­
tinued to be the centers of missionary work in 
Assam for a period of thirty-three years, with the 
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exception of Goalpara, opened as a station for work 
among the Garos in 186 7. This long period, with­
out any sensible expansion of the work, is a trne 
in1lex of the characte1· of the early missionary labors 
in the Brahmaputra Valley. The Hinduized As­
samese are bigoted in the extreme, and although a 
large amount of persistent and deYoted labor has 
been giYen to their salrntion, even at the present 
day but a comparatiYely small number have been 
won to the gospel of Christ. If it had been only 
among the Assamese that our missionaries labored, 
Assam would have been abandoned as a mission 
field long ago. In 1842 was established by Rev. 
l\Iiles Bronson the N owgong Orphan Institution, in 
which a considerable number of preachers and other 
laborers among the Assamese were trained, and which 
has furnished nearly all the leading nath·e laborcrs 
among the missions to the Assamese to the present 
<lay. Rev. Nathan Brown translated the New Tes­
tament into Assamese, and others ,·arious books of 
the Ohl Testament, but the completion of the Bible 
was assigned to Rev. A. K. Gurney, who went to 
Assam in 187.5 for this special work. In 1889, 
after t,renty-four years devoted to this service, the 
translation and 1·evision of the Old Testament an<l 
also the revision of the N cw were declared completed 
and ready for publication. Dr. Miles Bronson was 
the author of an Assamese Dictionary, ,rhich re­
mains a nscfnl monument to his long-continued and 
faithful labors for the Assamese. 
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As already intimated, the most promising fields 
for missions in A,;sam have been fo1111d among the 
animistic tribes on the hills and the laborers in the 
tea gardens. The first of these tribes to feel the in­
fluence of the truth in a decided numne1· was the 
Garos, in the southwestem portion of Assam. These 
wt•re rt•nched from Goalpara, and the first cml\'erts 
showed a marked independence and energy in 
e,·angelistic labors for their fellow-tribesmen. So 
much interest was excited that in 18i8 Re,·. l\Iarcus 
C. l\Iason and Rev. E. G. Phillips decided to re­
move the headquarters of the Garo mission from 
Goalpara to the English government station on the 
Garo Hills, at Turn. This movement pro,·e<l wise 
and the cause of great prosperity in the Garo mis­
sion. :Messrs. l\Iason and Phillips were class com­
panions in their studies in college and in the theo­
logical seminary. They married sisters in Hamil­
ton, N. Y., and throughout their missionary life 
have labore<l in the same fellowship an<l unity which 
marked their earlier years. Under their leadership 
the Garo mission, with headquarters at Tura, has 
made remarkable progress and proved to be one of' 
the most aggressive, self-reliant, prosperous, arnl 
promising missions of' the American Baptist l\Iis­
sionary Union, reporting in 1900 more than four 
thousand church-members. This mission, howc,·er, 
is not more noted for its prosperity and increase in 
the number of' connrts thnn for the independence 
an<l self-reliance of the Garo Christians. They 
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have their Associations, organized on the plan of 
the Baptist Associations in America, which arc con­
ducted wholly Ly the natins, missionaries being 
present simply for interest and occasional ad\'icc. 
They not only maintain their own churches, but the 
Associations haye their own missionaries who labor 
among their own people, and they are also sending 
out gospel laborers to adjoining tribes. Tura itself 
is a model of what a central missionary station 
should Le, having its school,, of Yarious grades, with 
imlustrial features, and a training school for natin 
workers, which supplies the virile and vigorous 
Garo churches with preachers and teachers. 

Next in prosperity after the Garo mission comes 
that to the immigrant laborers in the tea garclens of 
Assam. Tea culture in Assam is in a high state of 
development, the teas of Assam being the choicest 
in the world, aml this commercial enterprise in the 
Brahmaputra Valley is rapidly extending. The 
,:,uccessful extension of this business calls for a large 
number of new laborers, who are brought in from 
the central provinces of India, principally from 
Chota Nagpur. These people in their early honws 
have become somewhat familiar with Christianity 
from the missionaries of the Gossner Society, of Ger­
many, and being little affected by Hinduism, and 
having a religion similar in its nature to that of' 
the animistic tribes in the hills of Assam, they 
proved ready and willing hearerf; of the gospel 
and have been received into the churches in 
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large numbers. The Gologhat station, the most 
recently opened field among them, received one 
hundred and seven members into the church in 
the fir,;t year of its existence, 1898; hundreds 
also have been baptized in connection with the mis­
sion at Sibsagor by Re,·. C. E. Petrick, ancl the 
work at No1th Lakhimpur, on the north side of the 
river, under Rev. John Firth, and among the same 
people, is rapidly extending. 

The successful work among the large and power­
ful Naga fribes in the southern hills of Assam was 
inaugurated by Rev. E. W. Clark, who in 1875 re­
solved to abandon the comparatively fruitless work 
among the Assamese aml devote himself especially 
to work for the Naga tribes. l\Ir. and l\lrs. Clark, 
with remarkable heroism, established themselves at 
Molnng in 1876, far in ach·ance of the farthest out­
posts of the British go,·ernment and among a com­
paratively wild and uncivilized and presnmal>ly 
savage people. They were, however, received with 
cordiality, an<l with one or two exceptions han been 
exposed to little peril from their savage s11n·o111Hl­
ings. Their long and persistent lubors have been 
rewarded by the co1ffersion to Christianity of almo!clt 
the entire people of the village of l\folnng, where 
there is now the largest and most prosperous church 
in the Naga mission. For various reasons the head­
quarters of the mission were removed a few years 
ago to Impur, where a training school for native 
Nagas was opened by Hev. S. A. Perrine in 1898. 
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A station among theNagas was also opened, in 1881, 
at Kohima, the headquarters of the English govern­
ment among the Angami N agas, ancl later, in 1896, 
a station among the Tangknl Nagas was foundecl by 
Rev. William Pettigrew at Ukrnl, l\Ianipnr. Both 
Kohima an<l Ukrul are on or near the high road 
between Assum and Burma, Ukrul being only about 
one hun<ll'e<l and fifty miles north of the most re­
cently opened station at Huka, among the Chins of 
northwestern Burma. The establishment of these 
stations points to an early and intimate union of the 
Baptist mission work in Burma aucl Assam. 

The success of the work among the Garos, N agas, 
and other animistic tribes of the hills, enconragecl 
the establishment of missionary work among other 
tribes of this same class of people. Rev. Penn E. 
l\foore, brother of Rev. Pitt H. l\Ioore, long the 
leading missionary in the work for the Assamese in 
Nowgong, with Rev. J. M. Carvell, establishecl a 
work among the Mikirs to the south of Nowgong, 
about 1895. The Garo Baptist churches are send­
ing missionaries to a neighboring tribe called the 
Rabhas, for whom the olcl Garo station at Goalpara 
has recently been reopened by Rev. A. E. Stephen. 
The Garos have also sent a missionary to labor 
among the tribes to the north of the Brahmaputra. 
From past experience and present success mission­
ary labor in Assam will be directed chiefly to these 
simple animistic tribes, who are more ready to re­
ceive the gospel than the bigotccl Hindu Assamese. 
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Au extremely interesting development of later 
missionary work in Assam appeared in the opening 
of a mission station in Dibrugarh, in the extreme 
northeast of Assam, as a center for work on the sanw 
liehl occupied by the first missionaries, who chose 
Sadiya as their headquarters. The British govern­
ment bas now established itself so that labors in this 
region are pursued with entire safety, and the 
growth of the tea industry and mining operations 
and the development of oil wells in this region 
has made it one of the most prosperous in Assam, 
in a commercial sense, and one of the most interest­
ing for missionary work. The reoccupation of north­
eastern Assam also brings toward an early realiza­
tion the dream of the first missionaries in Assam, 
that the Brahmaputra Valley might prove a highway 
for the gospel of Christ to "r estern China and 
Tibet. Both of these territories are within com­
paratively easy reach of the latest opened missionary 
station at Dibrugarh. 

Owing partially to the diversity of interests rep­
resented in the missions, but more to the slow prog­
ress of the work in its earlier years, the literary, 
educational, and church development of the missions 
in Assam has far from eqnaled that accomplished 
in the missions in Burma during the same length of 
time. Aside from Dr. Bronson's Dictionary, the 
translation of the Bible already referred to, and a 
hymn book in Assamese, the missions in the Brah­
maputra Valley have accomplished little along 
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literary or educational lines. A paper in Assamese, 
called the "Oruno<loi," started in 1846 for the 
benefit of the native Christians, was discontinued 
after a number of years. In the Garo mission, how­
ever, more advancement in literature can he re­
corded. The "Achini Ripeng," or "Garo Friend," 
founded by Messrs. :Mason and Phillips, in 1876, 
the year of removal to Tura, has continued, and 
has been a source of great helpfulness in the mis­
sionary WOl'k and in the enlargement of the intelli­
gence and activity of the Garo Christians. The 
church life among the Garo Christians is also dis­
tinctly in advance in independence and self-reliance 
as well as self-support, of the older churches of the 
valley. The schools in the Garo Christian villages 
are entirely independent of mission support, and 
furnish, with the central boarding and training 
schools at Tnra, a complete course of education and 
training for the teachers and preachers needed in 
the Garo mission. The recently rapidly growing 
churches among the Nagas also have shown great 
independence, libcl'ality, and self-reliance-qualities 
in which the churches among the tea-garden labor­
ers are yet lacking, although these are advancing 
rapidly in point of numbers. According to the 
common opinion of the missionaries in all depart­
ments of the work in Assam, the great ueed of the 
missions is a central training or biblical school for 
preparing pastors and leaders for the Christian 
churches of all races within the limits of Assam. 
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The rapi<l increase in uumLers m the tca-gar<leu 
churches in the valley, the Garo churches, and 
the Naga churches on the hills, point to this central 
educational institution as an imperative necessity. 
By the prosperity of the missions among tlie Garos, 
the Nagas, aud the tea-garden lahorers, in recent 
years, the character of the missions in Assam has 
been h'ansformed, and the years of <liscouragement 
changed into a future bright with hope. 



CHAPTER XIV 

BAPTIST :'IIISSIOXS IX SOUTHERX IXDIA 

THE Anwri('an Baptist mission among the Telu­
gus of Southern I mlia is nniyersally reg·arded 

as one of the miracles of modern missions. Its his­
tory is a story of the most striking contrasts aud 
the greatest snecesses. The story of the mission 
may Le diYided intu three periods. First, the long 
ye::u-s of faithful luhor with little fruit, from the 
begiuning of the missiou in 183G, when Nellore 
was the only station-the "Lone Star" of the 
Telug·u mission. Second, the gradual growth of 
the mission, from the establishment of Ongole, 
the second station, in 18GG, to December 31, 187G, 
when there were four thousand three hundred and 
uinety-fonr c01werts; and third, the era of Pente­
costal blessings following the great ingathering after 
the famine uf 1877 and continuing to the famine 
of 1900. 

The founding of the work among the Telugus is 
one of the romantic stories of our missionary history. 
After the death of the Rev. James Colman, of Ar­
akan, referred to in the earlier chapters of this vol­
ume, l\Irs. Colman spent some years in Calcutta 
as a teacher and in religious work, and was after-

132 
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want married to Rev. Amos Sutton, a missionary of 
the English Baptist mission in Orissa. In 1835 
Mr. and l\Irs. Sutton were on a visit to her relatives 
in America, and l\Ir. Sutton took occasion to he 
present at the meeting of the Baptist General Mis­
sionary Convention held in Richruoml, Virginia. 
For the first time in its history the Convention found 
itself with a surplus of funds in the treasury, and l\Ir. 
Sutton's address in which he called attention to the 
needs of the Telugu people to the south of Orissa 
received immediate response. The next year, Rev. 
Samuel S. Day went out to India and became the 
fo11nder of the American Baptist mission among the 
Telugns. After a brief sojourn at Vizagapatam and 
Chicacole, and a longer stay at 1\Iadrns, he located 
the permanent headquarters of the mission at Nel­
lore, in February, 1840, where he was joined by 
Lyman Jewett, D. o., in 1848. For a long time the 
Telugu people proved unresponsive to the faithful and 
diligent labors of the missionaries. All the usual 
methods of missionary work were pursued with 
diligence but with Rcant success. The gospel was 
faithfully preached by the missionaries and the 
native helpers they had gathered about them in all 
the district round about X ellorc, and the evangelistic 
tours extended even as far uorth as Ongole. 

So small was the encouragement in the number 
of converts gained in the mission that, in 1848, the 
question of the abandonment of the Telugu mission 
was raised at the annual meeting of the Union in 



13-1 AMEnICAN B.\PTIST .MISSI01'S 

Troy, N. Y. The feeling of opposition to the mis­
sion continued to grow until, at the annual meetiug­
hekl in Albany, :N. Y., in 1853, it found <leeidcd 
expression. At this meeting the abandonment of 
the mission, or rather its transfer to the more prnm­
ising field of Rurma, across the bay of Bengal, was 
earnestly advocated in a long discussion by many ol' 
the ablest leaders in the denomination. It was ::t 

this meeting that the historic phrase, the "Lone 
Star," was coined as applied to Nell ore, the single 
station of the Telugu mission. After many argu­
ments for the transfer of the mission, one speaker, 
presumed to be Edward Bright, D. D., then the home 
secretary of the Missionary Union, pointing to the 
map, declared that he would never write the letter 
calling for the blotting out of the "Lone Star" on 
the map of India. The name fixed itself upon the 
mind of Samuel F. Smith, D.D., the author of" Amer­
ica," and in the night he penciled on some stray 
sheets of paper he happened to have by him the 
famous poem, "The Lone Star." The poem was 
read in the meeting of the Union the next morning; 
but already the tide had turned and it was resolved 
to continue the Telugu mission. The number of 
converts not increasing, however, again the opposi­
tion to the mission arose at the annual meeting in 
Providence, in 1862, and after discussion it was re­
solved to await the arrival of Rev. Lyman Jewett, 
then on his way to America. After Doctor Jewett's 
arrival, upon meeting the executive committee, 
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the situation was placed before him, and his reply 
was, that whatever the executive committee or the 
Missionary Union did, his determination was never 
to abandon the Telugus. The reply of Jonah G. 
\Varren, D. D., then foreign secretary of the Union, 
was equally historic: ",Veil, Brother Jewett, if you 
are resolved to return to India, we must send some 
one with you to give you a Christian burial in that 
heathen land." So the Telugu mission was not 
only continued, but reinforced. 

On the first l\fonday in January, 1854, was held 
one of the most celebrated prayer meetings in the 
history of Christian missions. It was attended by 
only five persons, Doctor Jewett, l\Irs. Jewett, 
Christian Nnrsu, a native preacher, and two Chris­
tian Bible women, Julia and Ruth. The meeting 
was held on top of a hill O\·erlooking the village of 
Ongole. A heathen temple adorned the slope of 
the hill and below them stretched the large village, 
as yet utterly given over to heathenism. Each of 
the five earnestly prayed in turn for a missionary 
for Ongole. l\Ir. Jewett's faith arose to the height 
of believing that the prayers would be answered, 
and pointing to a lovely and sightly spot, as yet en­
tirely overgrown with cactus, he said : "Julia, 
would not that be a good place for a mission house?" 
That was the spot on which the house of the first 
missionary to Ongole was situated. In April of that 
same year l\Ir. James "'ilkins was sent from Nel­
lore to take up government work in Ongole. He 
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chose this ,·cry spot for which prayer had been 
made and built a house upon it. When he was 
transferred from Ongole his house passed into other 
hands. In 1860, Lieutenant Lngard, a Christian 
officer appointed to Ongok, took tea with l\I r. Jewett 
at N cllore. \Vhen he arri,·ed at Ongolc he bought 
this house, and on leaving the place the next year 
he notified 1\Ir. Jewett that he could have it for 
fifteen hundred rupees. M:r. Jewett borrowed fi,·e 
hundred rupees to pay the cash req11i1·ed and wrote 
to l\Ir. Reuben \\'right, a gentleman living in the 
West arnl an old schoolmate of l\Ir. Jewett's in 
\Vorcester Academy, for help. l\Ir. Wright sent 
the balance needed for the purchase of the hou;;e. 
So the prayers offered on Prayer l\Ieeting Hill, as 
it has long been known, began to be answered. The 
complete answer came in 1866. 

In 1864, just as the American Baptist missions 
were entering upon the second half-century of their 
existence, a young man from Iowa presented him­
self to the executi,·c committee of the American 
Baptist l\Iissionary Union as a candidate for np­
poinhnent as a missionary. The impression which 
he prnduced at first was not the most fa,·m·ablc. 
As he was leaving the committee room after re­
lating his Christian experience and call to mis­
sionary labor, Doctor Baron Stow asked him what 
he would do if the committee should not decide 
to send him as a missionary to India. His modrst 
but firm reply, waic;, "Then I must find some other 
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way to go." The committee decitled to appoint 
him, and the result of this appointment was the 
securing of John E. Clough to the American Bap­
tist Telugu mission in India. There were certain 
indications of special providence in the connection 
of Doctor Clough with this mission. First, he was 
born the same year in which the mission was estab­
lished. Gotl raised him up at the same time that 
he organized the mission, and through the long 
years of its slow progress he was gradually reaching 
man's estate and obtaining his preparation for mis­
sionary work. Secondly, he liad t;Ome acquaintance 
with civil engineering before going as a missionary, 
and so was prepared to take the contract for digging 
four miles of the Buckingham Canal, by which he 
was enabled to save the lives of many thousands 
during the great famine of 1876-1877. Thirdly, his 
eminent executive abilities were such as to keep 
everything in the completest order antl efficiency 
when the com·erts began to come into the mission 
in such multitudes. 

The story of the famine and the great ingathering 
among the Telng11s of the Ongole District in India 
is one of the most thrilling of Christian history. 
It has often been related, but even at the risk of 
repetition cannot be omitted from such a work as 
this. The following account was taken down from 
the lips of Doctor Clough himself during one of his 
visits to America : 

In July, 1876, the usual sonthwest monsoon, 
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which sprouts and waters the young rice crop, failed 
entirely, and also the north west monsoon in October. 
All now saw that a famine was inevitable, and word 
was sent to England and America, an<l to enry 
place from which aid could be expected that unle,:s 
help was received many thousands of the people 
must perish. Generous responses were received, 
and the starving Telugus were carried on till the 
next June when they were fornishetl with seed 
grain, and their fields planted. But no sooner was 
the young crop fairly up than a long rain came on, 
and all the rice rotted in the ground. Again was 
seed grain furnished for the October monsoon, and 
the growing crop gave promise of a han·est when 
clouds of locusts came, obscuring even the sun at 
noonday and the crop was again destroyed before 
the hungry eyes of the helpless people. But help 
was received from enry quarter, and through the 
committees and sub-committees of the relief fund 
food was distributed and the lins of the people 
sa,·ed. 

One of the measures of relief adopted by the 
government was the construction of the Buckingham 
Canal from l\Iadras to a point near Ongolc, which 
furnished employment to thousands of Tclugus and 
enabled them to keep themselves and their families 
from starvation. Doctor Clough took the contract 
for the construction of four miles of this canal. He 
sent couriers throughout all the Ongole district to 
tell the people that there \\'as plenty of work for 
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all, and that he would sec that thry were well 
treated, and all who could not work should be care(! 
for, so the people came by thousands to his camp 
on the line of the canal. The native Christian 
preachers he appointed oversrcrs in the work. Each 
had his appointed number of laborers, ancl when they 
were not at work the preacher read the Bible to 
them and taught them of the gospel. After gain­
ing a little strength and money some would return 
to their homes, and others would come in their 
places, so that while the camp contained perhaps 
six thousand people at a time, the population was 
constantly changing, and many times that number 
became familiar with its blessings before the work 
was finished and the famine ended. In all this 
time none were received into the church, although 
many applied for baptism. On Christmas morning, 
1877, Doctor Clough awoke to find the mission 
compound at Ongole filled with a multitude of two 
thonsand three hundred persons, who had come to 
him to ask to be baptized, bnt he declined to re­
ceive them, fearing they were moved by a desire to 
obtain help in their distress, rather than by a sin­
cere love for the truth. 

In ,June, 1878, after the fourth distribution of 
seed grain was planted, word was sent through all 
the district that the people must care for them­
selves, the people of England and America could 
do no more. And now that the Tclngus could ex­
pect no more aid from him a;; chairman of the re-
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lief committee, Doctor Clough thought he might 
begin to baptize tho;;e who were applying. He told 
the preachers to gi\'C him the names of the most 
important men in the villages, of heads of families, 
whom they believed to be tme Christian;;, and these 
to the number of about three hundred were sum­
moned to 011golc, and after proper examination, 
baptized. A few days after, about three hundred 
more, having heard of the baptism of the others, 
came in and, with the ,;ame preliminary care, were 
received. Doctor Clough now began lo see that it 
would be necessary to take more adequate mcaimrcs 
to deal with the wonderful work which God was 
evidently doing among this people. He, therefore, 
sent each preacher to his field with instructions to 
carefully examine all who desired baptism, and call 
a limited number to meet him on a certain day at 
Vilnmpilly, on the banks of the Gundalacnma 
Ri\'Cr, north of Ongolc, but not to let a large multi­
tude of the people come. The morning after his 
arrival there, to his astonishment, Doctor Clough 
found the fields about his bungalow filled with a 
multitude of proplc who had disregarded the com­
mands of the preachers, and although still weak 
from the effects of the famine, had come, many of 
them, long distances to claim the privilege of put­
ting on the Lord Jesus in his appointed way. Then 
was the Scripture fulfilled," The kingdom of hca\'Cn 
suffereth violence and the violent take it by force." 
Each preacher was told to gather the people from 
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his field about him under the shade of a particular 
tamarind tree, and soon in "God's fir:;t temples" 
fo1-ty or more inquiry meetings were in progress, 
superintended by the missionary passing from oue 
to another. July 1, the careful examinations 
were all completed, and the names of those con­
sidered prepared for baptism taken down and handed 
to Doctor Clough. 

At Vilumpilly the government road from Ongole 
to Hyderabad crosses the Gundalacuma River, 
whose Lanks rise precipitously about twenty feet 
above high water mark. The macadamized roall 
slopes down through the Lank from about one lnm­
llrcd and fifty yards away from the river to the bed 
of the stream, which is nearly dry in the dry season. 
It was now high water and the stream backed up 
into the cut made for the road, with its hard and 
sloping bottom forming a natural baptistery un­
surpassed for convenience and fitness. Early in the 
morning the people gathered on the sides of the cut 
above the roall. Two preachers descended the slop­
ing bed of the road into the water, two clerks on 
each side the cut called the names of the candidates 
in order, and thus, first one preacher baptizing a 
candidate and then the other, the holy work pro­
ceeded from six in the morning till ten in the fore­
noon. The preachers were relieved by two others 
every hour, so that they might not become weary 
or chilled, and thus all the six ordained nathe 
preachers connected with the Ongole mission were 
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permitteJ to have a part in this marvelous scene. 
At two in the afternoon the baptizing was resumed, 
and between five and six o'olock in the evening all 
was done. Two thousand, two hun<lrcd and twenty­
two persons had been baptized in a single <lay, July 
3, 1878, only two persons a<lruinistering the ordi­
nance at one time, anJ all was done decently and in 
order. Thus was forc,·er dispro,·ed the argument 
that it was impossible for three thousand to be im­
mcrsc<l in a day as relate<l in the Acts of the Apos­
tles. All the circumstances being considered, it 
must be confessed that this was the most won<lrous 
scene which the church of Christ has enr witnessed 
~ince the day of Pentecost. Some of the monks and 
bishops of the Middle Ages may have baptized 
larger numbers in a single day, but they are not 
supposed to have been genuine spiritual converts, 
carefully examined before reception, as were these, 
and the firmness and consistency with which these 
Christians liave since maintained their profession 
has proved how thorough and careful was the work 
of the preliminary examination. 

But this was not the end. Doctor Clough called 
:Mr. ,vmiams, of Ramapatam to his aid, and the one 
to the "rest and the other to the North, they jour­
neyed with their native preachers throughout all 
the Ongole fiekl of ten thousand square miks, 
preaching and baptizing, until, before the eml of the 
year, nine thousand were added to the church, and 
the largest Baptist church in the world was found, 
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not in England, America, or Germany, but in India 
among the Telugns, "Hindus of the Hindus," in 
that mission which less than twenty years before 
the Baptists of America had well-nigh abandoned 
because of its unfruitfulness. 

The people of India are divided into fin classes, 
the Brahman, or priest, Kshatrya, or warrior, 
Vaisya, or merchant, and Sudra, or farmer ca::;tcs. 
The fifth class is composed of those who from rn­
rious reasons haYe no standing in the castes, and 
are called in general, pariah, or out-caste people. 
Each one of the castes, howcnr, and peculiarly the 
out-castes, is subdiYided iuto almost innumerable 
classes, principally according to occupations. In 
India it is customary for sons to follow in the foot­
steps of their fathers in regard to trade or occupa­
tion, and so in time these distinctions come to have 
the force of castes, and are insisted on with as 
much strength as the dh·isions between the four great 
and original castes of India. Nearly all the con­
verts at Ongole were from the pariahs, and almost 
all from one special dh·ision of the pariah, or ont­
caste people, called l\Ia<laga, who are leather 
workers. It is a fact worthy of note that in the 
various missions, while caste distinctions ha\·e not 
been allowed to be retained by the conYerts, the 
progress of the gospel has been chiefly along class 
lines. For example, while the very large majority 
of the con\·erts of the American Baptist mission 
among the Telugns has been from the Ma<laga 
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caste, an equally large proportion of the converts 
i11 the Canadian Baptist mission among the Tel­
ngus to the north are from the l\Ialn, or weaver 
caste. This peculiarity of the extension of Chris­
tianity in India is not the result of methods of mis­
sionary work, lint rather goe» to show that the gos­
pel has mo\·ecl along the liues of least resistance in 
the various missions. ,vhenever it l1as obtained a 
hold upon one class it has gained a greater number 
of converts in that class, while iu other missions 
other castes or classes have been affected in a sim­
ilar manner. 

A peculiar providence in the early history of the 
mission at Ongole led to the opening of the gospel 
to the l\Iadaga people. When .i\Ir. and l\Irs. Clough 
first began missionary work in Ongolc, the caste 
people were greatly interested and were the fi1·st to 
\'isit the mission compound, and the most ready 
hearers of the gospel. .Numbers of them came 
daily to be taught in the tmth. After a time a few 
of the out-castes also became interested in the gos­
pel. The missionarie,-; preached to both alike. llnt 
as the number of pariahs visiting the mission com­
pound began to incrrase, the prejudices of the caste 
people were arousetl, atHl after consultation a dele­
gation informed l\fr. Clough that their religion 
would not allow them to as,-ociate with the pariah 
people, and if these were allowed to come to the 
compound to listen to tl1e gospel, they, the higher 
castes, would be oLliged tu withdraw. Thi» an-
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11011ncement brought great perplexity to the devoted 
missiona1·ies, for they were greatly interested in the 
more intelligent and prospernus caste people, and 
earnestly desired to retain their influence on the 
side of the mission and of Christianity, realizing 
what a power it would be if some of these high 
caste people should be brought to a knowledge of 
the truth. While the missionaries were in this per­
plexity, not knowing what course to pm·sue, it is re­
lated that l\fr. Clough, in passing by a pile of Tel­
ugu New Testaments and taking the one from the 
top of the pile, it seemed to open of itself to 1 Cor. 
1 : 2G-29 : "For ye see your calling, brethren, 
how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called: but God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to con­
found the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are: that no flesh should glory in his pres­
ence." This incident, which appeared to him prov­
idential, brought comfort and clearness and decisio11 
to his perplexed mind. On consulting with l\Irs. 
Clough he found that her mind had also been turned 
to the same passage, and their resoh·e was taken ; 
they would preach the gospel to all who were will­
ing to hear without regard to class 01· condition. 
The representati\·es of the caste people, on recciv-

K 
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iug this decision, withdrew from the mission, allll 
c,•en to the present <lay Lut few haye been converted 
to Christ, while the despised pariahs by thousands 
ha\'e been rccei,·e<l into the kingdom. 

The necessity of a trained ministry fo1· the mul­
titudes of con\'erts whom the missionaries saw by 
faith gathered into Chri:.;tian churches was early 
recognized, and in 1869 a mission station was 
founded at Ramapatam by Rev. R. R. Williams, 
with a theological school for the training of pastors 
and eYangelists for the Baptist Telugu mission. 
Its foundations were laid Lroad an<l deep. Rama­
patam was selected as a central locality, an<l a large 
amount of land was pre-empted which has pro,·ed 
helpful an<l excee<lingly valuable in later years. 
During his visit to America in 1872 Doctor Clough 
raise<l thirty thousand dollars for the endowment of 
the Ramapatnm Theological Seminary, a large part 
of it being given in notes, the interest of which 
was to be paid year by year. l\Iany of these notes 
haYe from one cause and another remaine<l unpaid, 
Lut the income and the amount of principal realized 
has had a profound inAnenee on the prosperity of 
the seminary, which at one time stood first in num­
bers among the Baptist theological seminaries in the 
world. It still retains a position of prominence, 
althongh the prosperous years of some of our 
American seminaries have caused them to surpass it 
in later years. Scores of young men and women 
have been sent forth from this seminary, to whose 
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labors the later growth and prosperity of the Bap­
tist Telugu mission arc in a large measure due. 

The impulse given to the mission by the great in­
gathering of 1878 continued in the baptism of 
thousands of conve1·ts year by year. This large 
iucreasr, however, brought too great responsibility 
upon the missionaries stationed at the headquarters 
at Ongole an(l led to the first snLdi,·ision of the 011-
gole field in 188:2, when four additional stations 
were opened at Cumlmm, Vinnkoll(la, Nursarava­
petta, and Bapatla. Each of these stations was occu­
pied by an American missionary family. This di­
vision of the work led to a still further increase in 
the ingathering of con,·crb, and on Sunday, Dec. 28, 
1890, was seen a repetition of the wondrous spectacle 
at the Vilumpilly ford of the Gundalacnma Rh·e1·, 
when one thousand six hundred and seventy-one 
con,·crts were baptized in the baptistery of Doctor 
Clough's mission compound at Ongole. The baptism 
of this large number was accomplished in all decency 
and good order in four hours and twenty-fi,·c minutes, 
emphasizing the lrsson of July 3, 1878, and afford­
ing an additional commentary on the baptism of 
three thousand on the day of Pentecost ut Jerusa­
lem. Again more than ten thousand persons were 
baptized within five months. The ingathering also 
continued in later years. Doctor Clough on his 
visit to America, in 1891-92, raised twenty-fin 
thousand dollars for a special reinforcement for the 
Telugu mission, and in 1892-93 occurred the sec-
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ond sulxlivision of the original Ongole ficl<l, when 
in addition to the five stations already established, 
including Ongole, again four new stations were 
opened, at Kanigiri, Kundakur, Podili, and Sat­
tanapalli. The first three of these stations were in 
parts of the field where the Christian pop11lntion 
was most dense. By this additional division the 
original Ongole field was divided into nine, and the 
number of church-members included in these fiehls 
reached the great total of more than forty-four 
thousand, indicating the wondrous growth accom­
plished in this the original field of the Ougole mis­
s10n. 

Expansion in the Telugu mission, however, was 
not simply confined to the Ongole field, but it 
experienced large prosperity, not only at Ncllore 
aml other stations established in the Presidency of 
~Iaclras, but cxten<led over into the Deccan, or do­
minions of the Nizam in Hyderabad, a nath·e ruler, 
whose authority is continued under the supervision of 
an English Resident. The first station to be founded 
in his dominions was at Secunderabad, the English 
military cantonment, a few miles north of Hyder­
abad, the Nizam's capital. This was opened hy 
Rev. "r· "'· Campbell. The second station to bn 
opened in the Dcccan was at Hanamaeonda, eighty­
six miles northeast of Secnnderabad, by Rev. A. 
Loughridge; and in 1898 Nalgonda station was 
opened, fifty miles to the southeast. This station has 
been marked by the large assistance which it has re-
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cei \'cd from the l\f cnnonite Brethren of Russia and 
the United States, who are Baptists both in belief and 
practice. The station was founded by Rev. Abram 
Friesen, a Baptist of Russia, educated in the Baptist 
theological seminary in Hamburg, Germany. He 
was joined by others appointed uy the Missionary 
Union, but supported, as is l\Ir. Friesen, by the 
Mennonite Brethren, who have also gi\'en largely 
for the building and work of this mission. Both the 
coast missions and those in the Deccan are within 
the limits of the territory occupied by the Telugu 
people; but in 1878 Madras was reopened as a mis­
sion station. It is outside of Telugu territory, yet 
several hundred thousand of the Telugus have settled 
in the vicinity of this great city as laborers, and a 
large field for Telugu mission work is opened to the 
missionaries residing at l\Jadras. The only other 
station in South India occupied by American Baptist 
missionaries, outside of Telugu territory, is at Oota­
camund, the sanitarinm on the Nilgiri hills. 

The success of the evangelistic methods used in the 
Ongole Baptist mission has revolutionized mission­
ary policy in India. In the early years of missions 
in India the influence of Doctor Duff am! others led 
to a preponderating development on educational 
lines, which in the earlier history of Indian missions 
occupied the foremost place. Their influence favored 
formality and a slow npbnilding of Christianity in 
India. Doctor Clough, and others of the Baptist 
missions, swung the pendulum toward the e,·angcl-
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istic sitle, am! at Ongole the masses flowetl in tu­
multuous tides to the gospel of Christ. This large 
denlopment of the Ongole l\lission has ]eel to a re­
vision of missionary policy in all the other missions 
in India, and resulted in a large increase in conyerts 
in this first field of Christian foreign missions. 

Yet education has been by no means neglected in 
the American Baptist Telugu mission. In addition 
to the theological seminary early founded at Ra­
mapatam and diligently fostered, which has been a 
g1·eat means of development to the mission, eYcn 
before the great revirnl steps were taken toward 
the establishment of a Baptist mission college. In 
l\Iarch, 18 i -1, a piece of land was secured at Ongole 
by Doctor Clough for the establishment of a college. 
Rev. A. Loughridge was sent out as the first head 
of the school, and began the work of building in 
April, 18i6. The first bungalow was completed in 
18 ii, in the midst of the terrible scenes of the 
famine. The school was opened, but shortly closed 
again, and it was not until July, 18i9, that the 
Ongole High School, as it was known at that time, 
was permanently reopened. The first head of tl1e 
school was Rev. "T· I. Price, who soon removed tP 
Burma. He was followed by l\lr. Edward A. 
Kelley, a native of India, and later by Rev. W. H. 
l\Ianlcy, of America, all(l later by Principal L. E. 
l\Iartin, a son-in-law of Doctor Clough. The ePl­
legiate department was formally establishrd in 
August, 1883, when the inst-itution was affiliated 
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with the University of :;\Iadras as a second grade 
college, with the privilege of teaching a full First 
Arts course, the examinations being under the super­
vision of the university, and the graduates holding 
rank as having received diplomas from the Mallra::; 
Uni\-ersity. Iuclu::;trial and educational work has 
also received large attention at .Nellore, the original 
station of the mission, under David Downie, D. D., 

the successor of Lyman Jewett, and an industrial 
school, for which the funds were largely raised in 
1 DOO, is projected at Ongole. The growth of the 
Telugu mission in numbers was so rapid as to sur­
pass the advance in the substantial elements of Chris­
tian and church· life. Greater emphasis is placed in 
later years on self-support and the development of 
liberality and self-propagation. Progress in these 
directions was greatly retarded in the famine of 
1 flOO, the most severe which has affected lntlia 
within historical times, and in which the northern 
all(l western portions of the Telugu field were in­
rnlved. Surprising progress was made, however, 
when the deep poverty of the people is considered, 
and the growth of the mission in the Christian graces, 
as in numbers, is remarkable even in the wonderful 
annals of Christian missions. 



CHAPTER XV 

BAPTIST MISSIONS IN SIA::11 

THE intimate relation of Siam to the adjoining 
countries of Sontheastern Asia is illustrated 

by the fact that the Baptist missions in Siam were 
the first outgrowth of the missions in Bnrma and 
the foundation of the missions in China. While yet 
only three fields were opened in Bnrma the Baptist 
missionaries in that country felt the call to reach 
out to the needy countries about, and recommended 
that Rev. John Taylor Jones, who had arrived in 
Bnrma in 1831, should go to Siam for the pnrpose 
of establishing a mission in that country. This he 
did, reaching Bangkok l\Iarch 25, 1833. The first 
purpose of the mist-ion was to preach the gospel to 
the Siamese, and Doctor Jones proceeded to acquire 
the language, and translated the New Testament 
into Siamese in an elegant version which is justly 
considered as a classic. He also prepared a large 
Christian literature in Siamese, and gained the con­
fidence of the king, which has always been retained 
by our missionaries in Siam. In no fields have our 
Baptist missions enjoyed so much favor from the 
anthorities, or received so much encouragement from 
the government, and it is a peculiar fac-t that in no 
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field have our missions experienced so little of genu­
ine success. 

Although the first effort:; were to preach the gospel 
to the Siamese, in the providence of God the first 
converts in Siam were among the Chinese lauorcrs 
who hacl come to Siam for purposes of employment, 
three Chinese being baptizcd December 18, 1833, 
and while there haYe been some conYersions among 
the Siamese, and a Baptist church formed of Siamese 
Christians is in existence in Siam, yet as a matter of 
fact by far the larger proportion of converts in Siam 
has been from among the Chinese. All tl1e early 
missionaries in the Baptist missions in China served 
their apprenticeship in Siam; Rev. William·Dean, 
who arrived at Bangkok, July 18, 1835, was the 
first Baptist missionary to study the Chinese lan­
guage, and he continued to be the principal figure 
in the missions in Siam for many years. Rev. J. 
L. Schuck reached Bangkok in 1836, but soon re­
moved to China, first to the Portuguese colony in 
illacao and later to Canton, where he became the 
fonndcr of Southern Baptist missions in China. 
Rev. Josiah Goddard arrived at Bangkok Decem­
ber 16, 1840, and eight years after removed to 
Shanghai, and then to Ningpo, where he established 
the evangelistic work of the Eastern China Baptist 
lllJSSIOD. Rev. ,vmiam Ashmore arrived in Bang­
kok April 14, 1851, removed to Hongkong, Janu­
ary 19, 1858, and later to Swatow, where he and his 
son, ,vmiam Ashmon', Jr., continued for many years 
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to be the leader of the Baptist mission in Southern 
China. Rev. Sylvester B. Partridge and l\Iiss 
Adele l\I. Fielde, both prominent in the work of 
the Southern China mission, began their mission 
services at Bangkok, later removing to Swatow. 

In 1851 a severe disaster visited the mission in 
Bangkok, by which all the mission buihlings were 
llestroyed by fire, entailing the loss of fifteen thou­
sand dollars, with the destrnction of the printing 
press and a large amount of printing materials, and 
nearly the whole of the second edition of Doctor 
Jones' Siamese New Testament, which had been 
printed by :Mr. John H. Chandler. The buildings 
were soon restored, and being situated in a favorable 
part of the city, later became of great value. l\I r. 
Chandler was succeeded as a missionary printer hy 
Rev. S. J. Smith, a native of Siam who was educated 
in America, and who rendered a large service to the 
government and the Siamese people by printing 
Siamese books. The evidence of the favor of roy­
alty toward the mission was exhibited by the fact 
that when the first l\Irs. Smith died the king sent a 
State carriage to the funeral as a mark of his re:c-pect. 
It was also in the year 1851 that a decree of tolera­
tion was promulgated on behalf of Christianity in 
Siam. 

In 1869 the missionary work for the Siamese, 
which had not received great encouragement, was 
suspended, but a Baptist church of this people has 
continued in Bangkok to the present time. The 
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mi,;siou to the Chinese was more favorcd, as many 
as five hundred members being reported in the 
Chinese Baptist Church in Siam at one time; but 
owing partly to the floating character of the Chinese 
population in Siam and partly to the fact that many 
were drawn to a confession of Christianity by the 
well-known favor of the missionaries with the court, 
many of those who were received into the church 
pro,·ed not to be steadfast, and the number of Chris­
tians in the Chinese churches has in later years 
rapidly declined. 

From the earliest days of the Karen mission in 
Burma it has Leen known that considerable num­
bers of Karens were resident in Siam, and many 
attempts have been made to re:ich them with the 
gospel. ~Iultitudes of Karens have been found; 
hut on account of the scattered locations of the 
Karen villages in Siam, it has been impossible to 
e,.;timate the exact number, and the propagation of 
the gospel among them has been a matter of great 
(lifficnlty. Rev. D. L. Brayton and Rev. Norman 
Harris crossed the Siamese boundary in about 1850 
in an effort to reach the Siamese Karens. In 1872 
Rev. C. II. Carpenter and l\Irs. Carpenter, on their 
way to America, began their journey by an overlal](l 
trip from ~Ioulmcin to lla11gkok, for the purpose of 
visiting the Karens in Siam. On the formation of 
the Foreign l\Iission Boanl of the maritime provinces 
of Nova Scotia and New Bmnswick, the Baptists 
of these provinces, who had hitherto been co-
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operating with the American Baptist l\Iissionary 
Union, selected as their first field the Karens in 
Siam, and Re,·. l\Ir. Churchill and his wife spent a 
year in Bangkok in efforts to reach this people. 
RcY. "'· F. Armstrong, He\'. l\Ir. Sanford, an<l 
l\Iiss Norris, aftcrward l\Irs. Armstrong, also made 
efforts to reach the Karens of Siam from l\Ioulmein 
and TaYoy; but the n111nbcr that they were able to 
find did not encourage them in their efforts to reach 
this people, and the Canadian mission was finally 
remm·cd to the northern part of the Telugu country 
in India, and established in tenitory adjacent to tlH' 
American Baptist Telugu mission. The first con­
siderable number of converts among the Karens ii! 
Siam were gained by Christian Karcns, teak lumber 
dealers, who visited the Lakon district in the vi­
cinity of Chiengmai, and on their return interested 
the Bnrma Baptist Missionary Convention in that 
field. Native Karen preachers were sent, and the 
field was visited by Rev. David Webster, ofl\Ioul­
mein, who later resided a year at Chiengmai, or, as 
it is known in the Karen language, Zimme, being 
the only American Baptist missionary actually ha,·­
ing had a residence among the Karcns in Xorthern 
Siam. They han been visited by various mission­
aries at different times-by Rev. \Valter Bushell and 
Rev. J. L. Bulkley, of l\Ioulmein; by Re,·. A. E. 
Seagrave, of Rangoon, and Rev. \Y. C. Calder, of 
l\Ioulmein; and late1· by l\Ir. Seagrave again, ac­
companied by Rev. E. N. Harris, of Shwegyin. 
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Th1·ce Baptist chlll'ches were formed in the Lnkon 
district, which ha\'e continued under the care of the 
Burma Baptist l\Iissionary Convention. 

In later years considerable Christian interest has 
been developed among the l\Ions, or, as they are 
known in Bnrma, Talaings. Dr. John T. Jones 
compiled a vocabulary of four thousand Talaing 
words, and the gospel was preached to many of the 
Talaings who were found in the country in the 
general vicinity of Bnngkok. In 1896 two Talaing 
missionaries, a man and his wife, were sent by Ed­
ward 0. Stevens, D. D., of l\Ioulmcin, the wife 
hnving been a nati,·e of Burma, captured in youth 
by robbers and carried to Siam, whence she finally 
escaped and returned to Burmn. She now went 
back with her husband to carry to the people of 
Siam the word of life. In 1897, Doctor Stenns 
visited Bangkok aml baptized five Talaings, nlso 
tile mother of Rev. I-Inns Adamsen, ll. D., a nntive 
of Siam educated in America, who was in charge of 
the mission. A church of twenty-five or thirty 
Talaings was orgnnized at Sampawlerm, in the (!is­
trict of Ayuthia, and the work among the i\Ions 
appeared to be the most promising of any of the 
missions in Siam. 

On account of the want of success in the work 
among the Sinmese, nnd the fleeting character of the 
Chinese population, the abandonment of the Baptist 
mission in Siam has often been considered; but it is 
possible that the revived interest in missionary work 
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among the Karens in the nor!h, am! among the 
Talnings in the south, may gi,·e greater encourage­
ment for a continuance of Baptist missionary work 
in Siam. The American Baptist l\Iissionary Union 
still retains a valuable prnperty in Bangkok, the 
~iamese Baptist Church is self-supporting, and a 
valuable property, ~till nntler the private control of 
Rev. S. ,J. Smith, is yet in existence, ready to be 
m;ed in the interest of Baptist missionary work. 

For several years the mission in Siam has been 
in charge of Rev. John l\I. Foster, D. D., Swatow, 
China, who visits Bangkok at least once a year. 



CHAPTER XVI 

AMEHICAN llAPTIST MISSIONS IN CHINA 

IN their work for the four hundrrd million popu­
lation of the vast empire of China, A mrrican 

Baptists occupy seven different fields, or locntions, 
admirably selectrd with reference to their strategical 
importance in religious work and for decisive in­
Auence upon the Chinese people. Three of these 
fields are under the care of the Foreign l\Iission 
Bonrd of the Southern Baptist Connntion and four 
are cultivated by the American Baptist l\Iissionary 
Union. The Southem Baptist missions include 
the South China mission, with three stations, the 
chief of which is at Canton; the Central China mis­
sion, which has fom stations, the principal head­
quarters being at Shanghai; and the North China 
mission, with three stations, with headquarters at 
Tengchan, in the Shantung province. For the work 
of the American Baptist ~Iissionary U uion there is 
the Southern China mission, with five stations, of 
which the oldest and most important is Swatow, on 
the coast north of Hongkong; the Eastern China 
mission, also with five stations, the principal one 
being at Ningpo; the Central China mission, at Han­
yang, on the Yangtze River, one of the three great 
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central cities of China-Hankow, IJanyang, and 
Wuchang; and the Westem China mission, with 
tluee stations, the first being at Suichaufn, on the 
Yangtze River, and the latest estnblished, Yachan, 
in the extreme west of Szchuan prO\·ince, not far 
from the bo1·der:, of Tibet. From these widely ex­
tended fields American Baptists ha ,·e admirable op­
portunities for reaching and affocting the entire 
population of China proper. 

While the first B:1ptist convert in China was bap­
tized by Re,·. J. L. Schuck at the Portuguese colony 
of :\Iacao, January 31, 1837, and the first Baptist 
church was forn1etl there, the second being formed in 
Hongkong, Canton, the chief station of the South 
China mission of the Southern Baptists is the oldest 
location continuously occupied by American Baptist 
missionaries in China, and has always been the cen­
tcr of aggressive and expanding work. Still under 
the care of this mission is the church in Hongkong. 
The Canton mission has prospered not only in num­
bers and in increasetl influence, but in development 
in every line of Christian actidty. Self-support 
has been largely developed among the nath·e Chris­
tians, schools of all grades have been established, 
from Snncby-schools and primary grades to :1n 
academy a1HI an English school, the last two, howe,·er, 
being entirely self-supporting and independent of 
mission funds. The chief name connected with the 
Canton mission is that of Roswell H. Graves, D. D., 

eminent for literary as well as direct evangelistic 
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work, he hnviug compilell two hymn books iu 
Chinese and published a book on the " Parables of 
our Lord," a book or homiletics, for the trainiug 
class for preachers under his care, a "Scriptural 
Geography," and n "Life of Christ," besides the 
tL·anslation of se\'eral books of the New and Oki 
Testaments. Associated with him, from time to time, 
have been men of devotion and ability, particularly 
H,ev. E. Z. Simmons, who has had cha1·ge more par­
ticularly of the crnngelistic work of the outstations. 

In 1885-86 the Canton mission suffered much 
from the hostility to foreigners incident to the war 
with France. Its acti,·ities were for a time pam­
lyzed, but it rapidly recovered, and while it has 
suffered more than many other mission fields from 
the recent anti-foreign feeling in China following 
the Japanese war, the work has been continne<l on 
its upward course with energy and success. The 
Southern Baptist Co1wention was the first Protestant 
missionary Board to hold prnperty and gain a foot­
ing in the interior of China. In 1898, on the invi­
tation of the Canton missionaries, all Baptist mis­
sions in China were invited to send representatives 
to Canton to consiller the formation of a Chinese 
Lhptist Publication Society, which was organized in 
February, 1898, Doctor Graves being president. 
This society is not considered as peculiarly under 
the auspices of the Southern Baptist mission, but is 
intended to facilitate and assist the work of all Bap­
tist missious in China. 

L 
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The Central China, or Shanghai mission, has 
been equally happy in its leading spirit, the station 
ha,·ing been founded by .Matthew T. Yates, D. D., 

in 1847, who continncd to be the controlling factor 
until his greatly lumente<l death. Shanghai being 
the principal po1t of the central coast of China, 
furnishes to this mission large opportunities for 
most important influence upon the flowing tides 
of Chinese always passing through the city. Its 
influence is by no means mcasnrcd by the records 
of conversions or the statistics of church-member­
ship. To the remotest ends of China has gone 
the word of the truth as preached in Shanghai. 
Here also is the gathering point of missionaries 
of all denominations, and Baptist missionaries of 
all fields ha,·e here found a hospitable welcome 
and God-speed as they went forth on the way to 
their special stations. The Shanghai Baptist Church 
is strong and a leading feature in Baptist work in 
China. 

By a similar grncious providence the North 
China mission of the Southern Baptists, with head­
quarters at Tungchau, has been blessed by the labors 
ofT. P. Crawford, D. D., who established the station in 
1863, and continued to be itsgniding spirit for many 
years. Cbcfn, an important city of this field, was 
occupied by Re\'. J. L. Holmes and wife, but l\Ir. 
Holmes was murdered by the rebels a year after 
his settlement, being one of the bereavements in 
which the missions of the Southern Baptists in China 
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have had a peculiarly sad experience. The North 
China Buptbt mission, in common with other mis­
-~ions i11 that part of the empire, has suffered severely 
from the repeated overflow:; of the Hoangho or Y el­
low River, and especially by the southern overflow 
of 1898 and the consequent famine, which greatly 
affected the progress of the missionary work, the 
ene1·gies of the missionaries being largely <levote<l 
for a time, as in the yarious famines in In<lia, to 
relieving the sulforings of the people. 

The Southern China mission of the American 
Baptist :\Iissionary Union, begun at Swatow in 1860 
by Rev. J. ,v. Johnson, and reinforced by Rev. 
William Ashmore in l 863, hns been generally re­
cognized as one of the be:;t organized missions in 
China-a reputation gained chiefly by the efficient 
lcallership of Doctor Ashmore through a long series 
of years. Bible principles have been constantly ap­
plie<l to the conduct of the churches, eyery little 
group of believers being calle<l upon to appoint 
elders or lea<lers who should be responsible for the 
conduct of services in the absence of the missionary 
or the nati,·e pastor. The churches have also been 
trnined in self-reliance and in self-help, and in a 
<lesire to achieve complete self-support as soon as 
the number of members an<l their financial condition 
would permit. In 1864, the city of Swatow itself 
being unhealthful, Mr. Ashmore bought property at 
Kak Chieh, across the bay one mile to the south, 
for eight huu<lre<l <lollurs. This barren an<l rocky 
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tract of land was developed with taste aud care 
and irnlustry, until it forms probably the most Lcau­
tiful, cmwcnient, healthful, and attracth·e head­
quarterii possessed by any of our Baptist missions. 
In 1900 the land, aside from all the buildings which 
ha,·c been erected, was valued at twenty-fh-e hun­
dred dollars, gohl. For many years but one central 
churd1 was recognized, with headquarters at Swatow, 
to which all the Chl'istiaus came as far as possible 
for quarterly meetings and communion ; but with 
the growth of the mission and the demands of the 
outer fields enlargement becallle necessary, and in 
1890 work was begun by Rev. George Campbell in 
the city of Kayin among the Hakka people. The 
Chinese about Swatow are known as Tie Chiu, or 
lowland people, while the Hakkas, or highland peo­
ple, live in the interior, the latter being the most 
literary and intelligent among the people of China. 
As is usual in religious work, these litemry people 
have been among the most difficult to reach with 
the gospel, but there is encouragement that when 
once they receive the gospel they will become a 
striking and efficient means of spreading the truth 
among their countrymen. A special feature of the 
Swatow lllission has also been the work of Bible 
women as developed under the efficient leadership 
of ?lli,,s Adele l\L Fielcle. It was l\Iiss Fielde's 
practice to gather the Christian women for instruc­
tion and to teach them thoroughly one lesson from 
the Gospels, and when they had learned it to send 
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them out, two by two, into the country about to tell 
the lesson to their Chinese sisters in their villages. 
After a time, again they were gathered at Swatow 
and recci ve<l another portion of the truth, and 
having obtained a thorough grasp of it went forth 
to carry the good uews of salrntio11. By these 
methods l\Iiss Fieldc built up an organized corps of 
Bible women, whose work nuder her direction has 
been a model for the work of Bible women thro11gh-
011t China. I II the later years, the little country 
churches, which were first considered as branches of 
the Swatow Church, lmve been organized into in­
dependent churches. Sc,·cral new stations ha,·c 
been established, and as supplementary to the or­
ganization of the churches and the excellent work 
of the Bible women, a system of Bible study at 
central points in the country districts has been in­
augurated by the Rev. John 1\I. Foster in order to 
reach and tonch the members of the churches who 
are not able to visit Swatow. These Bible classes 
arc maintained for a period of a month or more, 
the most intelligent of the church-members being 
gathered for the purpose. By these admirahlc and 
efficient methods of organization, with elders in 
every little church, with the leading members trained 
in Bible study, and Christian women taught in the 
word, the Southern China mission has been welded 
into an effective force for carrying 011 the work of 
the gospel among the people in these neighbor­
hoods, and for reaching ont into the region beyond. 
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l\Iedical missionary work was the means of open­
ing Ningpo to the gospel. A hospital was opened 
by D. J. ~IaeGowan, ~I. D., in 1843, but was closed 
for a time, and re-opened in April, 1845. Some 
gospel services were also held, and in the first year 
Doctor l\IacGowan prescriLc1l for more tha11 two 
thousand patients. The real inauguration of evan­
gelistic work in the Ningpo, or Eastern China mi:-­
sion, was due to the coming of Rev. Josiah God­
dard, who arrived in :Ningpo in l\larch, 1848. He 
was soon reinforced by Rev. E. C. Lord, who sailed 
from America in 184 7. In addition to his e,·an­
gelistic and distinctively missionary work, l\Ir. God­
dard completed, in 1853, a translation of the New 
Testament into Chinese, which has enjoyed a high 
reputation for accuracy and idiomatic force, and is 
still in use. A class for the training of native 
preachers was established and conducted for several 
years at Ningpo by Doctor Lord, which later was 
removed to Shaohing, and continued nnder the care 
of Horace Jenkins, D. D., "·ho joined the mission 
in l\Iarch, 1859. Another strong leade1· in the 
Eastern China mission was l\I. ,T. Knowlton, D. D., 

who reached Xingpo in June, 1854. On account of 
an unusual combination of earnestness, sincerity, 
humility, and scholarly abilities in Doctor Knowl­
ton, he was known as the ",v estern Confucius," 
perhaps the highest compliment which the Chinese 
could pay to any foreigner. Rev. J_ R. Goddard, 
the son of the founder of ernngelistic work in 
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Ningpo, reached the field in 1868, and continued 
for many years to be the leader and strength of the 
mission, which at many times was left wholly to his 
sole care. In 1899, he completed the translation of 
the Ohl Testament into the .Ningpo colloquial. l\Ied­
ical work ha\·ing been the earliest feature of the mis­
sion, has been continued without interruption, and 
forms a strong element in the progress of the work. 
Doctor :MacGowan was succeeded by S. P. Barchct, 
lll. D., who was followed by Dr. J. S. Grant in 
1889. The Eastern China mission is now estab­
lished in four of the largest and most influential 
cities in the Chekiang Province, which form centers 
of influence for the spread of the gospel into all 
that portion of China. In December, 1872, the Che­
kiang Baptist Association was formed, including the 
churches of the Eastern China mission of the Amer­
ican Baptist :Missionary Union, and of the Shanghai, 
or Central China mission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. This union continued with most happy 
results until the spread of the missions and the 
growth of the churches and the difficnlty of reaching 
the more distant points at which the Association 
was held, led to the formation of two Associations 
by the churches of the Sonthern and Northern Bap­
tist missions respectively. The intimate relation 
of these two missions was illustrated by the fact 
that Suchan, first opened as a station by Doctor 
MacGowan, of the Eastern China mission, later 
formed a station of the Southern Board. 
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In 1889 the West China mission in Szchuan 
Pro\·ince was opened at Suichnufu, under the Amer­
ican Baptist Missionary Union, by Rev. William 
U pcraft and l\Ir. George Warner. l\Ir. U pcraft hml 
before been a representative of the British and For­
eign Bible Society in Chinn. He had travcled cx­
tcnsin•ly in the interior, and Lccamc acquainted 
with the language and customs of the peo1>le. He 
had also endured great persecution, at one time 
having hecn stoned and, like Paul, left without the 
city for dead. He rose np anll returned to the 
"' est, came to America, where he visited friends, 
ccapccially in the State of :Minnesota. The fornrn­
tion of the "Test China mission was due to his 
proposition, and on going out under the l\Iissionary 
Union, the support of l\Ir. Upcraft and his compan­
ion, l\Ir. George "r arner, was pledged by the Bap­
tist young people of l\Iinnesota. They established 
themselYCs first at Snichaufu, 011 the Yangtze Rinr, 
one thousand five hundred miles from the sea. As 
soon as reinforced, l\Ir. Upcrnft moved on and 
opened another station at Kiating, to the north, and 
soon still another station at Yachnu, northwest of 
!Gating, aml well on toward the border of Tibet. 
l\Ir. Upcraft made several journeys over the bor­
der and into Tibet, and this outpost of the West 
China mission furnishes the nearest approach of 
Baptist missions to that isolated country. 

In !he conduct of the ·western Chinn mission, on 
account of its great di,;tnnce from the coast, an in-
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terme<liate post for the entertainment of missionaries 
on the way, and for the supply of financial and pos­
tal facilities became necessary, which led to a station 
being opened at Hanyang, which, iu connection with 
the neighboring cities of Hankow and "ruehang, 
forms the largC'st centcr of population in China, and 
constitutes the great receiving and distributing 
ccnter for the products and imports of Central 
China. The three cities have', according to the 
national preferences of the speakers, been called the 
"Liverpool" and the "Chicago" of Chiua. The 
station was opened by Re,·. Joseph ,\.dams, of the 
American Baptist ::\Iissionary Union, who was later 
joined by Rev. G. A. Huntley, lll. n., for the con­
duct of medical work. Great tides of population 
are surging to and fro in this immense ccnter, and 
offer the largest opportunities for casting on the 
waters the bread of life. A small church has been 
gathered, aud while the visible rc:,mlts of labor have 
not been large, yet the immense opportunities stimu­
late the zeal of the serrnnts of Christ, an<l encour­
age the belief that the scattering of the seed, as 
promised by the divine Master, shall not be in 
rnin, but that the harvest shall be gathered in the 
Lord's own time. 

In the extensive uprising against foreigners, which 
occurred in 1895, the Baptist missionaries in ,vest­
ern China, in common with those of all other mis­
sions to the number of nearly two hundred, were 
compelled to flee for their Ii Yes, and their work was 
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suspended for nearly a year. Their experience is a 
story of hairbreadth escapes and great perils hern­
ically endured; but, by the care of the Lord, no 
missionary life was lost, although a large amount 
of missionary property was sacrificed. Prompt 
measures were taken by the Chinese government, 
under foreign pressure, for the suppression of the 
anti-foreign riots, the United States government 
taking the most effective measure, by sending an 
embassy to Szchuan Province, which, in order to 
produce a wider impression on the Chinese, made 
the entire journey by land. The sight of this peace­
ful official deputation marching in state acro:-;s their 
territory with the approval of the Peking govern­
ment, exerted an influence on the Chinese people of 
the interior almost equal to that which would have 
been effected by an invading army. In consequence 
of this, and measures adopted by other governments, 
the officials of ,v estern China experienced a change 
of mind, if not of heart, the missionaries were re­
ceived back with distinguished consideration, and 
were aided officially in re-establishing their work 
and restoring their mission premises, for the loss of 
which full indemnities were paid by the Chinese 
imperial government. Again in 18!)!), the security 
of the missionaries in ,y estern China was threatened 
by another anti-foreign rebellion, raised by a leader 
known as Yumantse. Bn t this was also against the 
imperial power, and while several missions were 
wrecked, and for a time missionary work was greatly 
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hindered, the rebels were at last ornrcornc hy the 
go,·ermneut forces and a measure of peace and sc­
enrity restored to "\V cstern China. In this excite­
ment the Baptist missions escaped all actual injury 
except the inevitable loss of cffecti,·eness in their 
work. High hopes were aroused hy the advanced 
reforms ordered in the edict of the emperor, 
K wangsn, in' 1899, which contemplated the over­
turn of the ancient methods in Chinese literary ex­
aminations, the founding of a system of public edu­
cation, and the placing of official administration 011 

a basis of strict accountability and responsibility. 
These expectations were put in suspense by the ar­
bitrary action of the empress dowager, Tsi An, who 
placed the young emperor under arrest, executed all 
of his chief cou11sellors who could be caught, re­
sumed her former place at the head of government, 
revoked the reformatory edict, and with the support 
of the com•ervative Tsung Ii Y amen, placed the 
affairs of China back in their old ruts, as far as her 
efforts and influence could effect. For a short time 
the progressive party in China was paralyzed by the 
action of the empress dowager, but soon showed 
signs of renewed life. Both within and without the 
limits of the Chinese Empire indications rapidly ap­
peared that the attitude of the Chinese gonrnment 
under the control of the Conservati,·es wonld not be 
accepted, and the overthrow of the l\Ianchu dynasty, 
which has long been distasteful to the Chinese people 
in the great Y angtse Y alley, was freely predicted 
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as a result of this reactionary 111oveme11t of its most 
powerful representative. 

The terrible outbreak of hostility against foreign­
ers and native Chri:::itians in the summer of 1900, 
was started by a secret society popularly known as 
"The Boxers," but they were soon joinctl by the 
Peking government. The clash of arms at Tien­
tsin between the Allies and the Chinese, rcsultiug in 
the defeat of the btter, follmn·d by the rescue of 
the impcrilecl legations at Peking, intensified the 
anti-foreign feeling. The 111inds of all the Chinese 
were more or less aroused, and these events seriously 
embarrassed all Christian missiouary work in China 
during the closing months of the nineteenth cen­
tury. The missions C'verywhere were more or less 
imperiled, and the lives of many missionaries were 
lost. Indeed, missionary operations almost wholly 
ceased, and the missionaries, with few exceptions, 
were withdrawn. The overthrow of the l\Ianchu 
dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of 
China arc more fully treated in the Centennial 
snpplement. 



CHAPTER XVII 

BAPTIST MISSIO.:-.S I~ JAPAN, THE LIU CHIU, AXD 

THE PHILil'l'IXE ISLASDS. 

THE remarkable progress of Japan, from one of 
the most exclusive to the foremost nation of 

Asia, audits unique position as the only country com­
monly known as pagan which has proved its right to 
a position among the most influential nations of the 
world, has attracted universal attention to that 
country and greatly emphasized the importance of 
Christian missionary work in Japan. The history 
of Christian missions for the Japanese exhibits every 
phase of experience known in missionary life. Begun 
amid the greatest difficulties and under severest 
prohibitions, they have been carried on sometimes 
amid persecutions, and again with almost universal 
f:wor. Slow and difficult progress has blossomed 
suddenly into an ease of winning converts almost 
unknown in any other missionary land, and again 
brightening hopes 11ave suffered opposition and 
blight from the anti-foreign prejudices of the peopk•. 
No element of romance and interest in missionary 
work is wanting to the history of Christian missions 
in Japan. This work is also distinguished from 
missionary work in other countries by the fact that, 
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whereas, almost universally, as in India aud in 
China, Christian missions have obtained their first 
and greatest progress among the lower classes of 
the people, owing to the peculiar political condition 
of Japan upon being opened to the entrance of 
foreignel's, the class to view foreigners and their re­
ligion with the most favor was the great Samurai 
or middle class. There is found, therefore, a wide 
extension of Christianity among the middle classes 
of Japan, whereas the coolie or laboring class has 
hardly been touched and the upper classes but 
slightly affected. It has been said that Christianity 
rises from the bottom. This has been found to be 
true from the early history of the religion of Jesus 
Christ in its small beginnings in Galilee and Judea, 
to the missions of the present time; and even in 
Japan the same tendency is exhibited, since the 
spread of Christianity among the Samurai has had 
far more influence upon the aristocratic or noble 
class than upon the farmers and laborers. How this 
latter class will be reached is one of the problems 
which Christian missions have to soh·e in Japan. 

The first Baptist missionary to Japan was a sea­
man in Commodore Pel'ry's expedition in 1854. 
Heturning to this country, Jonathan Goble told of 
his experiences and interest in ,Japan, and was sent 
out by the American Baptist Free l\Iission Society 
in 1860, as the first Baptist missionary to Japan. 
He translated portions of the New Testament and 
did much work in extending the circulation of such 
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Christian literature as was obtainable, as well as in 
preaching the gospel. "'hen the Free l\Iission 
Society turned over its work, in 1872, to the Ameri­
can Baptist Missionary Union, that society accepted 
:\Ir. Goble as its rnissiou:uy and appointed N athau 
Brown, D. D., then Secretary of the Free l\Iission 
Society, to be associated with him in Japan. Doetor 
Brown translated the whole New Testament iuto 
Japanese, having before translated the same for the 
Assamese, and thus enjoyed the high distinction of 
giYing to two entirely distinct peoples-the As­
samese and Japanese-the New Testament in their 
own tongues, both versions being so nearly perfect 
that little revision has been needed. In 1873 the 
edict for the exclusion of Christianity from Japan 
was abrogated, the calendar of the country was 
changed to modern style, old holidays were abolished 
and Sunday was made a legal holiday. The same 
year the first Baptist church in Japan was formed 
at Yokohama, with eight members, three of whom 
were Japanese. The mission was reinforced by the 
nddition of Rev. J. H. Arthur and of Henry H. 
Rhees, D. D., who built the first Baptist mission 
house in Tokyo, and afterwarcl remo,·ed to Kobe, 
where he completed his life-work. In 1879 Rev. 
Thomas P. Poate, a teacher in the Imperial Uni­
versity of Japan, joined the Baptist mission, and 
also Rev. Albert A. Bennett and wife from America. 
A training class for biblical students was soon 
opened by l\Ir. BenneH at Yokohama, which grew 
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in importance, and about 1895 was reorganized with 
John L. Dearing, D. D., as president an<l A. A. Ben­
nett, D. D., Rev. C. K. Harrington, and Rev. ,v. 
B. Parshley, as professors. The recognition of the 
fact that leade1·s must be furnished for the intelli­
gent and enterprising people of J npan led to the 
establishment of Tokyo Baptist Academy, which in 
its early stages was nurtured by Samuel W. Duncan, 
D. D., Foreign Secretary of the l\Iissionary Union, 
and after his sud<len and lamented death his name 
was given to the academy. The funds fur the 
erection of the first dormitory and for placing the 
school upon a substantial basis were furnished by 
l\Ir. Duncan's sister, l\Irs. Robert Harris, and it 
therefore forms a worthy memorial of the family. 
The work in l\Iito, to the north of Tokyo, was in­
augurated by Rev. C. H. D. Fisher, who while re­
siding in Tokyo made evangelistic journeys to the 
north. Impressed with the importance and needs of 
this large city he took a contract for teaching in the 
government school there before residence for mis­
sionary work was lmYful, with the agreement that his 
spare time shouhl be devoted to preaching the gos­
pel aml thnt he wouhl secure a man from America 
for the position as SO(Jll as possible. In accordance 
with this arrangement, Profes,;or E. \Y. Clement, 
later the principal of Duncan Academy, Tokyo, went 
out to l\Iito from America. After l\Ir. Clement's 
return to America, Rev. J. L. Dearing, of Yoko­
hama, comluctecl e,·angelistic work in the city and 
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vicinity, and in 1898 Rev. J.C. Brand and wife 
were specially authorized to undertake l\Iito and 
the surrounding country as their ficl<ls. Sendai, 
still farther to the north, was occupied as a Baptist 
mission station by Hev. T. P. Poate, in 1882, and 
Shimonoscki and Osaka, to the southwest, in 188G 
and 1892. 

Rev. Chapin H. Carpenter and Mrs. Carpenter, 
whose names became eminent i11 missionary history 
by their notable work in charge of the vigorous 
Bassein Sgaw-Karen mission in Burma, later turned 
their attention to Japan, after it was discovered that 
l\Ir. Carpenter's health would not allow further 
residence in Burma. It was thought that in the 
cooler climate of Japan, and especially in the northern 
portion, he might continue in the missionary work 
to which he had consecrated his life. Mr. and Mrs. 
Carpenter opened work in the year 188G in Nemuro 
on the island of Y czo, as formerly known, but now 
called Hokkaido, but l\Ir. Carpenter's health proved 
to be undermined by .his long residence in Burma, 
and he passed from his active duties on earth to his 
l1eavenly home, February 2, 1887. The work at 
Nemnro, however, has been continued by Mrs. Car­
penter, supported at her own expense, as was tl1e 
mission from the beginning by herself and her hus­
band. Although the entire cost of the work is paid 
by Mrs. Carpenter, she and her co-laborers in the 
work are enrolled on the lists of the American Bap­
tist Missionary Union as a self-supporting mission. 

M 
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In 1889 the Foreigu Mission Board of the South­
ern Baptist ConYcntion began work in Japan. This 
had Leen contemplated much earlier, but after the 
loss of Rev. J. Q. A. Rorer and his wife, in the 
"Edwin Forrest," as previously mentioned, uo fur­
ther attempt was 1mule until this latter date. Their 
missionaries have established themsel\'es in the 
i;:,laml of Kiushiu, the 1110st southwestern of the 
larger islands of Japan, with stations at Fukuoka, 
Nagasaki, and Kokura. l\Iuch encouragement has 
been met with, and the same obstacles have been 
encountered, as in the missions of the Northern Bap­
tists and other Christian missions in Japan, owing 
to the political and unce1-taiu attitude of the people 
and the political authorities of Japan towanl foreign­
ers and Christian missions. The Southern Baptist 
missionaries unite with the Northern Baptists in 
missionary conferences, and share the privileges of 
the theological seminary at Yokohama and all other 
movements which relate to the general progress of 
Baptist mission work in Japan. 

In 1892, Mrs. Allan, of Seotlaml, visited Japan, 
-one among the multitude of those who ha,·e had 
the curiosity to visit this extremely interesting and 
even fascinating people and country. In Kobe, 
:\Irs. Allan became interested in the missionary 
work of Rev. R. A. Thomson and his wife. 1\Ir. 
Thomson mentioned to her the Liu Chiu Islands as 
a needy field for Christian missions. On her return 
to Scotland a definite offer was made by l\frs. Allan 
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to Mr. Thomson, a:,; a representative of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union, of a sum of money suffi­
cient to open mi::;sionary work in the Lin Chiu Is­
lands and carry it on for a number of years, with 
the nndcr::;tanding that the work, if successful, 
,;honld be continued by the society. The offer was 
accepted and the Liu Chiu Island mission was e,;­
tablishecl, a!Hl it has been conducted by Javanese 
missionaries under the general direction of .i\Ir. 
Thomson, who vi,;its the islands e,·cry year. A 
church has been formetl at N aha, the ea vital. 

On the first visit of l\Ir. and l\Irs. Thomson 111 

January, 1892, the most interesting and e\'Cn ex­
citing experiences were encountered. No foreign 
lady had been seen in the Liu Chiu Islands for many 
years, and the appearance of l\Irs. Thomson was a 
signal for a general suspension of business. The 
market places and shops were deserted when it was 
known that Mrs. Thomson was taking a walk 
through the street. The city was so upset by this 
strange and interesting visitor that the authorities 
were compelled to request l\frs. Thomson to 1·emain 
indoors during the clay, in order that the business 
uf the city might be resumed. She, therefore, con­
lined her outings to the night and to going out in a 
co\'Cred jinrikisha in tl1e daytime. Considerable 
response to the gospel has been found among the 
people in the Liu Chiu Islands, and several have 
been baptized at every annual visit by l\Ir. Thomson 
or other missionaries from Japan. 
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The acquisition of the Philippine Islands by the> 
United States naturally directed the attention of 
Protestant Christians in America to them as a fielLl 
fur missionary effort. Upon agreement with the 
Home Mission Society the Philippines were taken 
l1y the Missionary Union as a part of the foreign 
mission field, and the missionary work in Japan an<l 
in the Liu Chiu Islands, six hundred miles to the 
north, furnished a natural line of approach to the 
Philippines. In the providence of God, a native 
of the Visayan group of the Philippines who visited 
Spain, was converted in the Baptist mission in Bar­
celona, under Rev. Eric Lund. l\Ir. Lund feeling 
at once the importance of the new convert, with his 
a~sistance began the translation of the Gospels and 
other books of the New Testament, as well as sev­
eral Christian tracts, into the Yisayan tongue. An 
appropriation of one hundred and fifty dollars by 
the American Baptist Missionary Union for print­
ing these translations was the first American Baptist 
money appropriated to missionary work in the Philip­
pine Islands. On account of the continuance of the 
war in Luzon, the northern island of the Philip­
pines, the authorities of the Union had already 
looked toward the Visayan group as a more ftl\·­
orable field for beginning missionary operation,,. 
The providential coming of this convert to the mis­
sion in Spain confirmed this opinion, and arrange­
ments were at once made for the establishment of 
Bapfot mi!lsionary work in the Visayan group of 
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the i:-;lands. It was considered highly important 
that the first missionary to be entrustell with the 
establishment of this work should be some one 
thoroughly known to the authorities of the Union 
as a missionary of experience and discretion, and 
althongli 1'Ir. Lund's serYices in Spain "·ere of 
great importance, the more commanding require­
ments of the opening of the Philippine mission led 
the executive committee to request l\Ir. Lund to 
proceed to the Philippines to establish the work, 
looking toward the island of :X egros as an espe­
cially promising field-an opinion which was con­
firmed in an interYiew with President J. G. Schur­
man, of Cornell University, who had been chair­
man of the first United States Commission to the 
Philippine Islands. Early in 1900 l\Ir. Lund ac­
cordingly proceeded to the Philippines, accompanied 
by Mr. Braulio l\fanikan, the Filipino converted 
in the mission in Spain. Dy the establishment of 
this mission American Baptist work covers a line of 
outlying stations off the eastern coast of Asia, more 
than two thousand miles long, from N emuro, on 
Hokkaido, the northern island of Japan, to the 
Visayan group of the Philippine Islands. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

A~fERICAN' BAPTIST MISSION'S IN AFRICA 

THE history of the adoption of the Congo mis­
sion by American Baptists is one which clearly 

illustrates that providential leading of the Lord 
which has characterized in a marked degree all 
their mission work. Baptists in America have 
always felt a deep interest in missions in Africa, 
the mission in Liberia having been one of the earli­
est established by the General Convention. In 
1820 two colored brethren, who had gone out from 
Richmond, Va., were recognized as missionaries 
in Liberia, and the work in that country was car­
ried on without interruption until 1856. At that 
time, on account of various complications, especially 
because of the difficulty in making satisfactory 
business arrangements in regard to the mission, it 
was suspended, and comparati,·cly little mission 
work in Liberia has been done by American Bap­
ti,;ts since that time. Small appropriations han 
been made to various persons, but within recent. 
years they have been wholly discontinued. Yet 
there was continually manifest an earnest clc­
sire on the part of many to resume Baptist mis­
sion work in Africa. An examination of the rcconls 
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of the annual meetings of the American Baptist 
l\Iissionary Union shows that almost every year 
resolutions "·ere introduced, instructing the Board 
of l\Ianagers to reopen mi;;sio11 work in Africa at 
the first favorablc opportunity. These repeated at­
tempts arc a proof of the warm interest of many of 
our people in African missions. 

Only a few months after Henry l\L Stanley had 
completed his journey through the Dark Continent 
(August 7, 1877), and opened to the world a knowl­
edge of the real extent of the Congo, a few friends 
in England sent missionaries to the mouth of the 
Congo to open a mission. This was called the 
Lidngstone Inland l\Iission, the name being taken, 
not from the missionary, but from the name" Living­
stone," which l\Ir. Stanley gave to the Congo River. 
The old name of the river has, however, been re­
tained hy the judgment of the world. This mission 
,ms carried on by the friends in England from 1878, 
increasing year by year, and the chief burden of 
management and support finally came upon Dr. and 
l\Irs. H. Grattan Guinness, of London. After 
coming to the missionary rooms, in 1880, the writer, 
having noticed the persistent determination of many 
to reopen missions in Africa, made a complete study 
of the entire coast line of Africa with reference to 
the opening of a new mission work. ,vhile en­
gaged in this study it came to his knowledge that 
Rev. George Pearse, who had opened a mission in 
Algeria, had expressed nn intention of offering his 
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mission to the Missionary Union. As a part of his 
im·estigation the writer accordingly addressed a let­
ter to Mr. Pearse asking for information about the 
mission, and inquiring whether he still entertained 
the idea of placing his work in the hands of Ameri­
can Baptists. This letter was addressed to the care 
of the editor of the " Orphans' 1\Iission Press," at 
Leominster. Since l\Ir. Pearse was in Algeria, the 
letter was forwarded to l\Ir. and l\Irs. Guinness, who 
were acting in an advisory capacity to l\Ir. Pearse's 
m ISSIOn. 

It is necessary to go back for twenty-five years 
previous to this time, in order to take up another 
link in the chain of providential circumstances 
which placed the Congo mission in the hands of 
American Baptists. At that time J. N. Murdock, 
D. D., for about thirty years corresponding secretary 
of the l\Iissionary Union, was pastor of the Bowdoin 
Square Church in Boston. Dr. Kirk, of the l\Iount 
Vernon Congregationalist Church, had invited l\Ir. 
Guinness, a young and rising evangelist in England, 
to come to America to hold revival meetings in his 
house of worship. ,Just before leaving for America, 
l\Ir. and l\Irs. Guinness were baptizcd by immersion, 
and upon arriving in this country it was found that 
a knowledge of this had preceded them, and they 
were on that account excluded from the l\Ionnt Ver­
non Church. Greatly distressed at this turn of 
circumstances, Doctor Kirk asked Doctor l\Inrdock if 
he would admit the young English evangelist to his 
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church in Bowdoin Square, near-by. Consent was 
cordially giYen; and so l\Ir. and l\Irs. Guinness began 
their ernngelistic labors in America in the Bowdoin 
Square Church, under the anspices of Doctor l\Iur­
dock, aftenrnrd the secretary of the l\Iissionary 
Union. Accordingly, when the letter to Mr. Pearse 
was placed in theii- hands, they recognized it as 
coming from the society with which their old friend, 
Doctor l\lunlock, was connected, and received it 
with special interest. By this time the Congo mis­
sion had so much expanded that it was becoming 
too large to be conducted as a personal mission, and 
the Guinnesses had been feeling that for its proper 
de\·elopruent it should come under the management 
of some established society. Their hearts turned 
warmly and cordially toward their old benefactor 
and the society of which he was the head, and, being 
informed by the receipt of this letter to l\Ir. Pearse 
that American Baptists had thoughts of mission 
work in Africa, they wrote at once to Doctor l\Iur­
dock offering him the Livingstone Inland l\Iission 
on the Congo. After several montl1s of negotiation 
and careful deliberation, the mission was at last 
accepted in September, 1884, and has since been 
conducted wholly by the Union and on the princi­
ples established by its constitution. 

In 1886, the opportunity came to Doctor Edward 
Bright, the defender of the Telugu mission in India, 
to speak a decisive word in another important crisis 
in our missionnry history. The mission on the 
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Congo had been adopted by the l\Iissionary Union 
in 1884. The addition of this work was received 
with large enthusiasm by the majority of the de­
nomination, but with some opposition on the part 
of others, who were perhaps movt?d more by their 
fears than by their faith, aud were afraid that the 
additional burdens would embarrass the work on 
the older fields of the Union. Doctor Bright was 
then editor of "The Examiner," and for a time 
seemed to dew the Congo mission with something 
of doubt. In the i-pring of 1886, Doctor Sims, of 
Leopoldville, visited this country. He was the first 
of the missio1iaries on the Congo to come to America. 
His statements regarding the mission were of great 
service to the executive committee of the l\Iissionary 
Union, and it was arranged that in company with 
A. J. Gordon, D. D., who was an ardent advocate of 
the mission, Doctor Sims should visit some of the 
chief cities of the country to lay before the leading 
Baptists of America a clt?ar statement of the condi­
tion of the mission on the Congo. Among others a 
parlor conference ,ms held in New York City at which 
Doctor Bright was present. He listened with deep 
interest to the statements of Doctor Sims, and hi~ 
explanation of the difficulties, dangers, and oppor­
tunities of the Congo mission. He became fully 
convinced that this was, indeed, a work placed upon 
the American Baptists by God, and the next week 
he came out in "The Examiner" with a powerful 
and decisive editorial in fa,,or of the vigorous pro-
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secution of the work on the Congo. The annual 
meeting of the Union, helJ soon after at Asbury 
Park: confirmed his jntlgment, and was one of the 
most inspiring anniversaries ever held by the society. 
Far sooner than in the case of the Telngn mission 
was his faith antl courage rewanled. ·within six 
months came ti1e tiding,, of the revival at Bauza 
i\Iantcke, "the Pentecost on the Congo," in which 
more than one thousand of the nati,·es threw their 
idols at the feet of the missionary, Rev. Henry 
Riehanls, and professed themselns followers of 
J csns Christ, the Saviour of the world. Since that 
time the work has gone on at this station, until in 
moo there were more than fifteen hundretl church­
members, with fifty-seven native preachers and 
teachers, gathered in three large Christian churches. 

The field of the Congo mission in its characteris­
tics is akin to that among the Karcns of Burma 
and the natives of the Paeifil' Islands. The peo­
ple have no organized form of religion, bnt hm·e a 
simple, natural worship which has been proved by 
mbsionary experience to offer the most favorable 
openings for the progress of Christian work. The 
possibilities of work on the Congo are already indi­
cated Ly the great rcvi,·al in Danza l\Ianteke, re­
ferred to above, when more than one thousand threw 
away their idols. All these might have been bap­
tized at once ; but the prwlcnce of the missionary, 
Mr. Richards, led him to baptize only those whom 
he found by test to be worthy of admission to a 
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pnre Christian church. A similar work, although 
more gradual in its progress, has gone on at Lu­
kunga, and at other stations which have been blessed 
in a less degree. But none of the ten stations of 
the Congo mission are without c01n-erts. The prog­
ress of the mission since its adoption is parallel1·d 
among our own missions only by the early triumphs 
of the Karen mission in Burma. The work has 
Leen carrcd on in the face of great obstacles, on ac­
couu t of the unsettled nature of the country and the 
absence of banks, trading facilities, and means of 
communication. ,vhile, howe,·er, the material prog­
ress of the work has met many difficulties, the spirit­
ual advancement has been most encouraging. 

After the transfer of the Southern Baptist l\Iis­
sion from Liberia to the Yoruba country, in 1875, 
the Foreign l\Iission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Com·ention continued its work on the Gold Coast, 
principally at Abbeokuta and Ogbomoshaw in the 
interior, and at Lagos on the coast. The work at­
tained considerable prosperity, especially at Lagos, 
where a large degree of self-support was realized, 
the church contributions in 1898 amounting to five 
hundred and seventy-eight dollars and ninety cents, 
and the membership reaching one hundred and fifty­
fi \'e. The mission, however, has eneonntered the 
difficulties common to missionary work on the western 
coast of Africa, resulting from the unhealthfulness 
of the climate and the uncertain character of the 
population. Only Christian heroes are fitted for 
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this work. They must take their lives in their 
hands for the sake of the work of Christ among the 
heathen, and counting nothing dear, not enn life 
itself, they go into these unhealthful regions, sus­
tained simply by confidence in God and the love of 
sonls dying in darkness without the light of the 
gospel. A personal history of Christian missions 
on the west coast of Africa, if it could be pre­
pared, would be a story of heroism and martyrdom 
1111cq11alccl in the annals of the Christian church. 

After the closing of the Southern Baptist mission 
in Liberia and the discontinuance of work by the 
American Baptist l\Iissionary Union, little mission 
work was done there for several years by American 
Baptists; but toward the close of the nineteenth cen­
tury the Lott-Carey Foreign Missionary Convention, 
formed by Negro Baptists of the Southern States, 
sent out Rev. John 0. Hayes, and continued to main­
tain him in missionary work in connection with the 
Ricks Institute in the vicinity of Monrovia, and 
later at other fields. The National Baptist l\Iis­
sion:uy Convention of the N egrn Baptists also from 
time to time sent several missionaries to Liberia, 
but from failure of health and other causes they re­
turned to America, and in the year 1900 they had 
no mission:u-y on this field. Inspired by a visit of 
Rev. Charles S. l\Iorris, formerly pastor of the Ne­
gro Baptist church in "rest Newton, :Massachusetts, 
a movement sprang up in 1900 which may lead to 
a reopening of missionary work in Liberia, perha]::!S 
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with some industrial features. During hi,; stay i11 
Africa, l\Ir. l\Iorris al,;o Yisited South Africa, and 
reported excellent results from the work of l\Ir. 
Yale, supporte<l by the Lott-Carey l\Iissionary Con­
,·cntion in labors near Capetow11. .A.11 interesting 
ii•atnre of l\I r. Morris' vi;;it was also the baptism at 
Qncenstowu of thi rty-thrcc leaders of "The African 
~ative Church." This is a body forme<l under the 
labors of Re,·. Jonas G()(l11ka, who was formerly a 
preacher in connection with the \\' l·sl(•yau mi,;sion 
in South Africa. Becoming <li:;;;atisticd with the 
Yiews of the W csleyans he withdrew from their sen·­
ice and upon personal study of the Bible, without 
knowledge of the Baptist <lenomiuation, he reached 
largely Bapti;;t views; and this group of churches, 
seventeen in 1mmber, was formed under his labors, 
he being considered as the general o,·erseer. On 
coming in contact with l\lr. Morris and learning 
that there was a huge body of Negro Baptists in 
America holding views practically the same as his 
own, excepting that his church had not yet received 
baptism by immersion, he, with the leaders of the 
churches, was baptize<l by Mr. Morris, and they dis­
persed with the intention of leatling their churches 
into fnll fellowship with the Baptists.- The name of 
this gron p of eh urches was changt:d from "The 
African Native Church" to "The African Baptist 
Church." 



CHAPTER XIX 

A:lfERICAN HAJ'TfST :IIISSIONS IN EUROPE 

THE story of Baptist missions in Europe rea<ls 
like a romance. It is proLaLle that through-I 

out Europe from the early ages of Christianity there 
were always scattered communities hol<ling suL­
stautially Baptist views. One of these scattere<l 
communities existe<l in the northeastcrn part of 
France. Early in the present century, led by a 
study of the New Testament, a few earnest and 
pious souls had abandoned the errors of the Roman 
Church and formed societies on New Testament 
principles. They were ignorant of the fact that 
there were others in the world holding the same 
views as themselves; but isolated and persecuted, 
these loyal and earnest souls held fast to the princi­
ples of the pure gospel. In 1835 these brave New 
Testament Christians were rejoiced by a visit from 
Re\'. Isaac \Villmarth, of America, who tol<l them 
of the large body of Christians acro:;s the ocean 
with views like their own, basc<l solely and strictly 
upon the New Testament. The American Baptist 
mission in France had been begun in 1832 by 
Professor Irah Chase, of Newton Theological Insti­
tution, with whc-m was associated a native French-
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man, ,T. C. Rostan. Rev. Isaac ·Willmarth was the 
first American missionary designated to labor per­
manently in France, and he organized the First 
Baptist Church in Paris, l\Iay 10, 1835, an<l the 
Baptists in northcastern France gladly associatell 
themseh-es with the new mission. The work grew, 
until in 183!:l there were se\'en Baptist churches in 
Fmnce with one hundred and forty-two members, 
and Rev. Erastus "\Villani as the only American 
Baptist missionary in the country. For many years 
the work has been carried on wholly by French­
men. 

Great persecutions were suffered by the early 
Baptists, and one chapel built by them was closed 
by the Roman Catholics for eleven years. It was 
opened in 1848 by the French revolution, which 
brought nominal religious freedom to all. But 
much local persecution still existed. Rev. l\Ir. 
Lepoids, who was pastor of the First Church in 
Paris for twenty years, and others, were arrested 
and thrown into prison and fined; yet in spite of 
persecution the number of churches multiplied. 
During the Franco-Prussian war a large part of the 
male membership entered the army, but work still 
went on. The Baptist mission in France has felt 
a beneficial influence from the work of the l\IcA!l 
mission, and Rev. Reuben Saillens, who was the 
chief helper of Rev. R. "\V. l\IcAll, withdrew from 
that work and devoted himself to the Baptist mis­
sion. He organized a second Baptist church in 
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Paris which has greatly pro,;pcrcd an<l gainc<l sc,·­
eral hundred memben;. Mr. Saillens also visited 
other portions of France 011 e\'angelistic tours, during 
which many churches were organized, especially in 
the southeastern part of France and in FrenC'h 
Switzerland. The prevalence of New Testament 
views among pions and de,·oted Christians of other 
churches has been characteristic of the work from 
the beginning. Iu later years the moiit important 
accessions to the Baptist membership ha\'e been 
from among those who ha,·e become Baptists from 
independent study of the Scriptures and afterwarJ 
identified themselves with the mission. Large sen·­
ice in this direction has been done by Rev. J. B. 
Cretin, who has Wl'itten a111I published and circu­
lated at his own expense a large number of tmcts 
ou Baptist doctrine. l\1any of the pastors of Bap­
tist churches were first pastors of the State churches, 
and came independently to Baptist views before 
uniting witl1 the mission. Several entire churches 
han come over bodily from the E,glise Libre (Free 
Church) an<l joined the Baptist Associations-par­
ticubrly one body of \'ery intelligent believers in 
N euchatel, Switzerland. Baptist views are still 
nry largely represented in the pastorates and mem­
bership of the Free and Reformed Churches, and tl1e 
future progress of Baptist work in France will 
doubtless be largely in the line of its early develop­
ment. 

About the same time with the starting of the 
)I 
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Baptist movement in France, certain Christians in 
Germany had abo come to embrace scriptural views 
regarding baptism aml the church ; notable among 
these was Johann Gerard Oncken, of Hamburg. 
Barnas Scars, D. D., of Boston, was providentially 
led to Hamburg in 183--1, and on April 12 of that 
year, at midnight, a little band of seven rowed in a 
small boat to a point se,·eral miles from the city and 
were scripturally baptizcd by Doctor Sears. This 
was the beginning of the great Baptist mission of 
central Europe, of which l\Ir. Ouckcn was the founder 
and apostle. By his labors and those of Rev.Julius 
Kohner, of Denmark, Re,·. George "\V. Lehmann, 
of Germany, aml other,;, the Baptist 1110,·ement was 
rapidly and widely Pxtendcd throughout the German 
States of central Europe. Always have there been 
found in Germany persons of deep piety and com­
munities holding scriptural views of the church and 
its ordinances. l\Iany of these united with l\ir. 
Oncken and his associates, and the Baptist mo,·e­
meut gained strength with every year. Severe per­
secutions were encountered, but within a few years 
the Baptists had extended from the little circle of 
seven to Russia, Denmark, Switzerland, Lithuania, 
Silesia, and Poland, and in 18--19 the first German 
Baptist Conference was held in Hamburg, repre­
senting about thirty churches and two thousand 
eight hundred members. Iu 1859 twelve young 
men, who had been instrncted in Hamburg, were 
ordained to the Baptist ministry in one day, Septem-
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ber 12. Later, Baptist work C'Xtcndc<l to Bul­
garia an<l Hollnncl, and in 187 5 the government of 
Prussia passed an act for the incorporation of Bap­
tist churches. -

In Cassel there is now a large publishing house un­
der the charge of Philip Bickel, D. D., which was first 
established in Hamburg by and continued for many 
years by Doctor Oncken. A theological seminary in 
the care of Rev. Joseph Lehmann and Rev. J. G. 
Fetzer is found in Hamburg and Baptist churches 
are fonn<l in all the leading cities of central Europe. 
These arc rapi<lly multiplying year by year in Ger­
many and in all the countries of Europe. The 
Baptist churches suffer greatly every year by the 
emigration to America of sorue of their brightest 
nnd best members, so that the increase in financial 
strength is not proportione<l to the growth in num­
bers. They still need the help of their brethren in 
America, and in turn the Baptist churches in Amer­
ica receive large and important accessions from the 
Baptist churches in Europe. 

The large and flourishing Baptist work in Sweden 
is at once an outgrowth of the German Baptist mis­
sion and a remarkable illustration of the power and 
n1lne ofreligious literature. Before Baptist preachers 
were suflere<l to openly preach in Swe<len, large 
quantities of literature were circulated among it:! 
reading people by the valuable assistance of the 
American Baptist Publication Society, especially 
through Rev. A. Wiberg, who was practically the 
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founder of the Baptist mission in SweLlen. Not al­
lowed to preach or to form churches, he devoted him­
self to the preparation and dissemination of Baptist 
literature throughout the country, with the result 
that, when mi:;;,-ionary work by preaching of the 
gospel began, Bapti,-;t churches were rapidly multi­
plied. There is a Baptist theological seminary in 
Stockholm, nuder the care of Knut 0. Broady, D. n., 
and six or seven Baptist churches in Stockholm, the 
capital city of Sweden, besides churches in almo:-;t 
eve1·y other important town in the country. The 
Swedish Baptist Missionary Union carries on both 
home and foreign missionary work. Uuder its 
auspices the work throughout Sweden has largely 
extended and been carried into Norway, Finlaml, 
and other countries. 

The Baptists in Sweden occupy a position toward 
the State Church which we find in no other country. 
Owing to the peculiar laws of the country, Swedish 
Baptists still continue to be nominally members of the 
State Church; but, taking advantage of the breadth 
of freedom in worship which is allowed, they main­
tain their own churches and their own worship, and 
are pushing their vigorous missionary operations 
from the north to the south of the country. There 
i,; nothing disingenuous or deceitful in the position of 
the Swedish Baptists toward the religious laws of 
Sweden, since they are framed to allow such a state 
of things. Formerly Baptists suffered more or less 
persecution from the prejudices of the priests au<l 
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occasionally of the local anthorities; but these have 
largely passe<l away, and c\·erywherc in Swerlcn the 
Baptist work is carried on without legal opposition. 

Closely allied with the Baptist work in Sweden is 
that in Norway. Aid in this work has been more 
recently granted by the American Baptist l\Iission­
ary Union, some of the pastors of Norwegian 
churches being gralluatcs of the Bethel Theological 
Seminary at Stockholm. Here, also, are found the 
,-turdy aggrcssiYencss and enthusiasm which charac­
terize the Scandina\'ian race; and although the Bap­
tists in Norway are still weak, yet within the last 
four or five years they ha,·e received a new impetus 
un<lcr the assistance giYen from America. 

Another offshoot of the Swedish mission is the 
Baptist work in Finland, which, although within 
the boundaries of Russia, is more nearly joined to 
that in Sweden. Here there sprang up in the h,t 
few years of the nineteenth century a most encour­
aging work, which was carried on at the first amid 
great opposition, but later secured a legal standing 
in the State. The establishing of a school for 
preachers is proposed, and the future of onr Baptist 
work in this extreme northern country is one of 
promise, unless the recent act of the Czar of Russia 
in withdrawing from Finland the measure of inde­
pendence it formerly enjoyed and bringing it wholly 
under the control of the laws of Russia shall place 
Baptist mission work in Finland at the same disad­
vantage as in Russia. 
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The Baptist mission in Denmark was also an off­
shoot of that in Sweden, but was afterward, and 
more naturally, allied to the work in Germany, and 
was carried on for a number of years under the 
patronage of the German-American Bapti:,;t Com­
mittee. It has now attained such standing that a 
separate committee has been organized, and the ap­
propriations for the Danish Baptist churches ::ire 
made directly from the headquarters of the American 
Baptist l\Iissionary Union. As in all the rest of 
Northern Europe, there is found in Denmark a 
f;trong tendency toward Baptist views, and the 
progress of the Baptist churches is one of increasing 
hopefulness. The net increase of the Baptists in 
Denmark, in the five years from 1879 to 1883, was 
only thirty-six; in the following five years it ad­
vanced to three hundred and eighty-five, and during 
the following five years the net gain "·as five hun­
dred and ninety-one. 

One of the most interesting outgrowths of the 
German Baptist mission has been the work in Rus­
sia. It began among the German colonies in South­
ern Russia, and has largely extemled, having at the 
present time more than eighteen thousand members. 
In common with all dissenters in Russia, the Bap­
tists of that country have snffered severe persecution. 
In the popular mind and in the eye of the priests of 
the Greek Church, they arc identified with the 
Stnndists. l\foltitnclcs of Baptist families have 
been torn asunder, their children placed in Greek 
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nunneries or monasteries, or with families who 
would bring them up in the accepted doctrines of 
the State Church, and the parents transported to Si­
beria. Whole churches have been exiled in a 
body. One church from the Baltic provinces 
sold all its property, and the members left their 
homes and emigrated to South America rather 
than endnre the persecutions and trials to which 
they were subjected. Hundreds of Baptists me 
in exile in the desolate regions of Siberia, includ­
ing many pastors of Baptist churches, and many 
have fled from their homes to central Europe to l'S­

cape a like fate. Of all the Baptists in the world, 
those of Russia most greatly need the sympathy and 
prayers of their brethren for the severe trials and 
persecutions to which they are subjected. In spite 
of these the work goes on. The Baptist cause 
prospers amid persecutions; now, as of old, the 
"blood of martyrs is the seed of the church," and 
the most active opposition of the Greek Catholic 
priesthood and of the officials of the Russian gov­
ernment cannot hinder the progress of the truth, 
which must triumph in the end. 

The same movement for expansion which led to 
the establishment of the Baptist mission among the 
Telugus of India, prompted the opening of the Bap­
tist mission in Greece. Rev. Horace T. Love and 
Cephas Pascoe arrh·ed as missionaries of the Amer­
ican Baptists at Patrns, December D, 1836, and rc­
ceind permission to circulate tlie Bible and preach 
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the gospel. They also opened missionary sehooh,. In 
1840 the mission was changed to Corfu. The fin;t 
convert to be baptized was YCry appropriately named 
"Apostolos," and was received in the year 1840. 
In 1844 Rev. Albert N. Arnold and wife and Miss 
S. E. ,valdo arrived at Curfu, and Rev. R. F. Buel, 
who had labored at Corfu for several years, removed 
to Pincus, whence the mission later penetrated the 
city of Athen~. There was great opposition and 
some persecution on the part of the Greeks ; but, as 
a whole, while the people have shown considerable 
interest in listening to the gospel, they have never 
felt the force of the truth sufliciently to lead them 
to leave their State Church in large numbers, and 
the membership of the Baptist churches in Greece has 
always been small. l\Ir. Demetrius Z. Sakellarios, 
one of the early converts, has been the most promi­
nent native laborer in the mission, preaching the 
gospel in Athens for a series of years, and continuing 
his work even after the American Baptist Missionary 
Union suspended its operations in 1856, for fifteen 
years. In 1871 Rev. George ,v. Gardner and Re,·. 
D. ,v. Faunce visited Athens, and on their recom­
memlation the mission in Greece was resumed. l\Ir. 
Sakellarios having visited in America and studied at 
the Newton Theological Institution, was then ap­
pointed a full missionary of the l\Iissionary Union. 
He married an American lady, l\fiss Edmands, of 
Charlcstown, l\Iass., and returned to Greece and 
continued his laborf', although the l\Iis8ionary Union 
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again discontinued its appropriations to Greece in 
1886, except a small honorarium to l\Ir. Sakellarios 
in his old age. After long-continued and faithful 
efforts, it seems to be apparent that while the Gre('ks 
are of high intelligence and have great interest in 
religious subjects, they are not open to that influence 
of religious truth which will enable them to endure 
separation from their own people and church for the 
sake of a purer gospel and a more living faith. 

All the American Baptist missions in Europe 
ha\'C been under the auspices of the American Bap­
tist l\fissionary Union, except the work in Italy, 
maintained by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This was begun 
in 1870 by Rev. ,v. N. Cote, ;-.1. D., in the city of 
Rome. In 1873 George B. Taylor, D. D., was ap­
pointed missionary and superintendent of the Italian 
m1ss10n. To his long services and able leadership 
are largely due the success of Baptist missions in 
Italy. He raised the funds in America for the 
building of a chapel in Rome, which was completed 
at a cost of thirty thousand fh·e hundred and nineteen 
dollars and seventy-three cents. An aLle coadjutor 
of Doctor Taylor has been J. H. Eager, D. D., 

who has labored at Rome, Naples, and Florence. 
Baptist churches ha\'C been established in the cities 
of Rome, Naples, Florence, Torre Pellicc, l\lodena 
·and Carpe, Bari and Barletta, Venice, Bologna, and 
on the island of Sardinia. A steady and substan­
tial progress has been achie,·ed, not only in church-
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membership, but especially in the influence of 
pure spiritual ideas upon the people of Italy. 
Instances have several times occurred in which 
whole villages have expelled the priests, taken pos­
session of the churches, and turned them over tu 
Protestant ministers for services. In 1885 the 
"Apostolic Baptist Union" was organized, which 
has been the means of the wider extension of the 
truth and of a large circulation of the Scriptures 
and Christian literature. 



CHAPTER XX 

BAPTIST !IIISSIOXS IX SOUTH AMERICA 

THE natural interest felt in the southern portion 
of the ,v estern Hemisphere hy tlie people of 

the Unitctl States early led the attention of Baptists 
to be directed toward missions in South America. 
It was not, however, until 1879 that the Southern 
Baptist Convention authorized its Foreign l\Iission 
Board to begin a mission in Brazil, and a station 
was opened at Santa Barbara, in Sao Paulo Prov­
ince, South Brazil. This prnvince is commer­
cially, intellectually, and politically the most impor­
tant province of Brazil, having a comparatively 
temperate climate, and being populated by a class 
of people of exceptional intelligence, inrl11stry, and 
prnsperity. The exports of the province arc large 
and its wealth is increasing. Considerable prosper­
ity was enjoyed by this mission from the first, and 
a Baptist church has been continued, which, how­
ever, in 1900 was without a resident missionary. 

The second mission to be established was at Bahia, 
on the coast, in the north. Hc>re also large success 
has been achieYCd, the number of baptisms amount­
ing in 1897 to sixty-two, and the church rais­
ing about two thousand dollars for various relig-
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10us purposes. Iu this mission there are now six 
churches, one church being formed in the year 
1898. A prosperou,; school ha:; been cttablished, 
with American school furniture, and conducted on 
the American system of eclncation. The school en­
joys the large favor of the best people of the city, 
and at the inauguration many of the prominent 
men of the city m're present, induding the secre­
tary of State. The governor scut a band, and the 
oration was delivered hy the leallcr of the House 
of Representatives. The Baptist church estab­
lished in Rio de Janeiro, the capital of Brazil, has 
been largely prospered. A special revival of rclig­
iou was enjoyed in the year 1899, by which many 
were added to the church. A large expansion has 
been cxperieuced by the Southern Baptist Mission 
in Brazil, and in 1898 the ideal was realized in a 
line of mission stations from Manaos, on the Ama­
zon River, to Sao Paulo, in Southern Brazil. The 
principal stations occupied are Sao Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro, J uiz de Fora, Bahia, Valcnca, Campos, San 
Fi,lelis, Pernambuco, Para, and Bello Horizonte. 

In spite of the prosperity granted to the mission, 
or perhaps because of it, severe persecutions ha\'c 
visited the native Brazilian Christians in mauy 
places, especially at Campos and in the viciuity of 
Bahia. This is not due to the laws of the conntry, 
which afford entire freedom to Protestant mission­
aries in the prosecution of their work, but to the 
hostility of the Roman Catholic priests and the 
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prejudices of the people. Un<ler their influence 
many of the Christians have been injured in prn­
perty, and in one or two cases have given their 
lives for their faith in Jesns. Yet the mission con­
tinues to prosper, and an association has been 
formed in the southern part of Brazil called the 
"South Bmzil Baptist Association." A 11aper 
called the "Goo<l News" is published by the mis­
sion for the furtherance of the gospel. Several 
new churches were formed in 1898 and 1899, and 
the mission enjoys increasing prosperity. 

Some time near 1880 Rev. P:rnl Besson, a worker 
from the Baptist Mission in France, removed to 
Buenos Ayres, in the Argentine Republic, and com­
menced the w01·k of preaching the gospel. He 
gathered a considerable church and enjoyed much 
favor of the people. In 1899 a fine new church 
was erected, of which an extended account was 
given, with a description of views of the Baptists, in 
the leading journal of Buenos Ayres. The growing 
prosperity of the Argentine Republic and the south­
ern States of Brazil points to these countries as in­
creasingly important fields for Baptist missionary 
work. 



CHAPTER XXI 

BAPTIST WORK IN l\lEXICO, CUBA, A1'"D PORTO RICO 

IN the Republic of l\Iexico Baptist missionary 
work has been carried on by the Foreign l\fo;­

sion Board of the Southern Baptist Convention an(l 
by the American Baptist Home l\Iission Society. 
As early as 1836 the attention of the latter Society 
was turned toward l\Iexico, but not until 1870 was 
the first missionary appointed. Previous to this 
some interest in Baptist ,·iews had been aroused by 
the labors of l\Ir. John \V-. Butler, an Englishman, 
and Rev. James Hickey, who settled in Monterey. 
On January 30, 1864, Mr. Hickey baptized l\fr. T. 
l\I. \Vestrup, then an Episcopalian, and two Mexi­
cans, and the first Baptist church in l\Iexico was 
formed at Monterey with fi,·e members. On the 
appointment of l\lr. \Vestrup as missionary by the 
Home Mission Society iu 1870, a printing press 
was supplied him, which partly imdl'r the care of 
this society and part of the time in charge of" The 
Board of Baptist Missions of the Republic of Mex­
ico," continued as a helpful feature of the mission­
ary work. The rapid growth of the new move­
ment was indicated by the fact that in 1871, five 
years after the founding of the first church, a report 
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calle<l for Ly the newly estnLli:,;l1cd Juarez goYcrn­
ment, gives fi,·e churches with one hundred and ten 
members. Owing to lack of funds the support of 
the mission in l\Icxico was intermitted for a time, 
aud in 1880 Rev. T. :M. "r estrup, with his brother, 
Rev. John 0. ,v cstrup, were accepted by the For­
eign l\Iission Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention as its first missionaries in l\Icxico. The 
work of the Home l\Iission Socirty in l\Iexico was, 
howe,·er, ucvcr wholly abandonctl. Other mission­
aries were sent to the field, and in 1887 a strong 
mission plant was established in the city of l\Iexico 
under the care of Rev. "'illiam H. Sloan, formerly 
superintendent of the American Baptist Mission 
Press in Rangoon, Burma. A fine church was 
erected and excellent printing facilities pro,·ided, 
which, by his thorough knowledge both of the Span­
ish language and of the art of printing, l\1r. Sloan 
has been able to use to the great advantage of the 
mission. The paper, "La Luz," "The Light," issued 
on behalf of both the Northern and Southern Bap­
tist missions in l\Iexico, is truly a messenger of 
light and salvation to the people of the l\Iexican 
Republic as also to the Spanish-speaking peoples of 
the southwestern territories of the United States. 
In 1900 work of the American Baptist Home l\Iis­
sion Society in :Mexico was conducted from eleven 
centers, the city of l\Iexico, l\fonterey, Puebla, San 
Luis Potosi, New Laredo, Santa Rosa, Linares, 
l\Iontemordos, Sabinas, Balinas, and Cadereita, with 
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six hundred an<l forty-three members in the mission 
chnrches. 

Previous to 1880 there were thirteen small Bap­
tist churches in l\Iexico, compose<l chiefly of immi­
grants from Texas and elsewhere. One year after 
the appointment of the ,v e:;trup brothers in this 
year as missionaries of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, )1ev. ,John 0. \Vestrup was barbarously 
murdered. His place was soon supplied, and in 
1882 Rev. W. D. Powell settled in Saltillo. Al­
though meeting with favor from many, the success 
of the Baptist moHment arouse<l intense hostility 
on the part of the Roman Catholic priests and their 
more bigote<l adherents. The narrative of l\Ir. 
Powell's missionary labors is a tale of exciting ad­
venture. He was driven out of places of worship 
he ha<l secured, attempts were made on his life, and 
in one of his evangelistic tours he was attacked by 
a highwayman. After a search to find what of 
value the Baptist preacher might have about his 
person, the highwayman offered to loan him money 
enough to enable him to get home. Not all of l\Ir. 
Powell's assailants wcre so generous, and only the 
hand of God kept him :rn1id all the perils he en­
countered. But he continued his labors. In 1884 
the l\Iadero Institute, for the education of girls, was 
founded by Mr. Powell. It accomplished an ex­
cellent service in a time when needed, but with the 
advance of public e<lucational facilities in the re­
public its work seemed to be unnecessary and it was 
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discontinued in 1898. In Saltillo also is the Zara­
gosa Institute, for boys and for training preach­
ers. The churches of the Southern Baptist mission 
continued to incrcasP, and before 1890 a line of 
Baptist mission stations was establb,hcd from the 
Rio Grande, the boundary of Texas, to the Pa­
cific Ocean, an<l hundreds of converts were bap­
tizcd. Because of this growth it was thought ad­
visable to divide the mission into two, the North­
em and the Southern, for greater facility of admin­
istration. The chief centers of the missions were, in 
1899, at Saltillo and Torreon, in the State of Coa­
huila, at Zacatecas; at Doctor Arroyo, in the State 
of Nue,·o Leon; at l\Iorelia, in the State of l\Iicho­
acan ; and at Toluca, in the State of l\Iexico. The 
last three form the South l\Iexican mission. Larger 
prosperity has been experienced in the North l\Iexi­
can mission, which is also the older. In both mis­
sions there were, in 1900, one thousand two hundred 
and thirty-two members in thirty-two churches. 
The relations between the United States and the 
neighboring republic, which must grow more inti­
mate year by year, emphasize the increasing im­
portance of l\Iexico as a field for the labors of 
American Christians. 

CUBA. 

Upon the conclusion of the war between Spain 
and the United States in 1899, by which the sO\'­

ereignty of Porto Rico and the protectorate of 
0 
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Cul>a came to the latter, movements were at once 
set on foot for the re-estal>lishmcnt of Baptist mis­
sion work in Cuba and the founding of a Baptist 
mission in Porto Rico. A conference between spe­
cially appointed reprcsentatins of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union and of the American 
Baptist Home l\Iission Society to arrange au mni­
cable division of fieltls in the new United States pos­
sessions, allotteJ the Philippine Islands to the for­
eign mission society and Cuba and Porto Rico as 
home mission fields. The very successful work 
which the Home Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Connntion ha<l inaugurated in Harnna and 
·western Cuba made it proper that those fields should 
l>e left to that Board, which was agreed upon in 
a conference between its representatives and the 
American Baptist Home l\Iission Society, the latter 
taking the responsibility of maintaining Baptist 
mission work in Eastern Cuba, including Santiago 
de Cuba, and in Porto Rico. The work in Santiago, 
under Rev. H. R. Moseley, met with marked en­
couragement, especially in the conversion from 
Roman Catholicism of Dr. Jose P. Dikins, presi­
dent of the Pan-American Commercial and Ex­
press Company, who became at once an influential 
advocate of his new faith. At the close of the 
war the Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention at once resumed its work in Cuba, 
sending Rev. J. R. O'Halloran to Santiago. Great 
success attended his labors. By January 1, 1899, 
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he ha<l baptizc<l one hundred and fifty persons and 
organize<l two churches. Acconliug to the <livision 
of territory agree<l upon this work was transfcned 
to the American Baptist Home l\Iission Society. 
l{ev. A. J. Diaz, :'.II. D., whose man·elous story hus 
been given in tl1e chapter on the Southern Baptist 
Convention, for a time in the employment of the 
Unite<l States Go,·ernmcnt as intPrpreter, and later 
in the service of the American Baptist Publication 
Society, resumed his work in Hanma under the 
Southern Board, an<l he continue<l to experience the 
great prosperity which had preYiously been giwn 
to his labors. l\Iatanzas, Santa Clara, and Pinar 
<lel Rio have also been occupied for missionary 
work, and from these four centers it is proposed to 
extend the work until the whole portion of Cuba 
allotted to the Southern Board shall be filled with 
Baptist stations, centers of light in a fair but sbad­
owe<l land. 

PORTO RICO. 

Rev. H. P. l\IcCormick, for twelve years mis­
sionary of the Southern Baptist Con\'ention in l\Iex­
ico, on January, 1899, was appointed the first Bap­
tist missionary to Porto Rico by the American Bap­
tist Home :\Iission Society, al](l was soon joined by 
Rev. A. B. Rudd an<l ~Irs. Janie P. Duggan. They 
were received with fayor by the people. But be­
cause of the destructive tornado which, in 1899, 
devastated this beautiful islan<l in common with 
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many other of the "\Vest Indies, and also in conse­
quence of the suffering brought upon the islnnd by 
the delay of the United States Government in cstau­
lishing a settled order of finance and administra­
tion, the work of the missionaries was turned to re­
lief of tlw people. This opened the way in the 
most favorable manner for the preaching of the 
truth, and may be expected to lead to large spirit­
ual harvests in the future. 



CHAPTER XXII 

CIVILIZ-\TION AND AMERICAN BAPTIST l\IISSIONS 

THE indebtedness of science and civilization to 
Baptist missions is large and important, but has 

hitherto been made known only ns the work of the 
different fields has been presented. The chief empha­
sis has been placed npon oral preaching of the gospel, 
and the incidental adYantages which have accrued to 
the peoples of the rnriom; lands in which the mis­
sions ha,·e been maintained, and to the world at large 
have scarcely been realized even by those well ac­
quainted with the progress of missions. Ernngcli­
zation, and not civilization, has been the aim. Ent, 
while the gospel has been preached and many hun­
dred thousand persons have been brought into the 
kingdom of Christ, both these and many others han~ 
receh·ed large and manifold blessings, the incidental 
accompaniments of all work for the ach·ancement of 
the kingdom of Christ. That which raises and helps 
any people is a blessing to the whole human race. 
The reflex benefits of American Baptist missionary 
work may be mentioned under seven different heads: 
First, geography; second, science; third, languages; 
fourth, literatnre; fifth, education; sixth, social 
improvement; and seventh, commerce. 

213 
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GEOGRAPHY.-The aid which exploration and the 
science of geography ha\"c rccei\"Cd from Baptist 
missions has ncYer been properly recognized. Acloni­
ram Judson, the pioneer Baptist missionary of Amer­
ica, was also the first Protestant missionary to liYe 
nuder an absolutely heathen govcmmcnt in Asia. 
Before him, the idea of Christian missions had been 
to labor among heathen populations in colonies of 
Christian goYrrnments. So Zicgenbalg and Schwartz 
went to the Danish pos,;cssions in India; Carey, 
)larshman, and "r anl, to the domains of the East 
India Company and the Danish colony in Seram­
pore; but Adoniram ,Jndson and his wife, Ann 
Hasseltine, driven from the possessions of the East 
India Company, and by the hand of PrO\·idence led 
to Burma, heroically established themselves in resi­
dence and missionary ,rnrk under the heathen gov­
ernment of that country, one of the worst that has 
ever cursed any part of Asia. In this they sci an 
example which has been an inspiration to pionerr 
missionaries in heathen lands in all subsequent 
times. In their footsteps and under their inspiration 
many others have followed, including such illustrious 
names as John ,villiams, the martyr of Erromanga; 
D,wid Livingstone, the heroic missionary and ex­
plorer of Africa; and William l\Iorri;:on, of China. 

Judson's great serYiccs in opening Ilnrma have 
been followed by others of the Baptist missionarif's. 
Almost every missionary of the early days was to a 
certain extent an explorer, and the geography of 
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the wild portions of Burma often became known to 
the English officials through the report::; and labors 
of Baptist missionaries. Special reference should 
be made to the early travels of Eugenio Kincaid in 
Upper Burma. He penetrated to l\Ioga1111g, almost 
to the mountains Lonleri11g 011 As~am, whe11 lie was 
driven back by the natives and nearly lost his life 
in his heroic pioneering exploration. The tranls 
of Josiah N. Cushiug, D. n., in opening np Shan­
land, are well know11 to the scientific worltl, and 
ha,·e received high appreciation from the British 
Government aucl officials, who availed themselws of 
his reports in planning their expeditions through 
that country, and of his services as interpreter to 
their exploring parties. 

In most of the countries in which American 
Baptist missions have been planted, explorers have 
preceded the missionariei-, Pxccpt in 1oomc portions 
of the Garo and Naga Hills, in .Assam, where serv­
ices as explorers have been rendered by Rev. E. ,Y. 
Clark, ReY. l\I. C. l\Iason, and Rev. E. G. Phillips. 
It is not until we come to Africa that we find addi­
tional large and eminent sen·ice to the science of 
geography performctl by our Baptist missionariei-. 
After Henry l\L Stanley came down the Congo in 
his famous journey "Through the Dark Continent," 
he began the construction of a road along the north 
bank of the river, for the accommodation of the large 
possibilities of commerce with the Upper Congo. 
There the first stations of the Livingstone Inland 
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:Mission wel'e also established. But the members 
of that mission saw more clearly than di<l l\Ir. Stan­
ley himself that the difficulties in the way by the 
north bank of the river were so excessive as to be 
almost prohibitive to an easy transport. They es­
tablishctl stations 011 the south side, first at Pala­
bala, then at Banza l\Iuntckc, and finally Doctor 
Sims and l\Icssrs. Banks and Petterson pushed on 
aml were the first white men to reach Stanley Pool 
by the south side of the Congo. Their discovery, 
which opened a way so much easier than along the 
north bank, led to the abandonment of 1\Ir. Stanley's 
road, and for years since then all commerce has 
passed from the lower to the upper river over 1:;11h­
stantially the way discovered by the missionaric~, 
and rnnning thl'o11gh the line of stations planted hy 
them. Tlie railroml up the Congo also follows the 
general contour of country adopted for their traYel. 

PHYSICAL ScrnxcE.-The chief contribution made 
by Baptist missionaries to physical science is un­
doubtedly the vast and exhaustive work of Francis 
1\Iason, n. n., entitled "The People and Productions 
of Burma." The preparation of this work furnished 
the amusement and relaxation of his busy mission­
ary life, and was first pnblished by prirnte means. 
Since the death of Doctor l\lason it has been reYised 
by an eminent specialist and published by the Brit­
ish Government in a costly official edition. It still 
remains as the standard authority, not only on the 
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ethnology but on the flora and fmma. of Burma, 
and holds a high rank among similar works of that 
class. 

It would be impossible to enumerate the exten­
sive ser\'ices of Baptist mis::;ionaries in the colleetion 
of scientific specimens for museums of various sortc1 
in this country. Probably few Baptist mi::;sionariPf:i 
to any Janel ha\'e e\'cr gone forth ,vithout returning 
with more or lct:is \'alnable examples of the geology, 
botany, entomology, etc., of the lands to which they 
have gone. The physical departments and collec­
tions of every Bapfo;t institution in this country 
will testify to the diligence of the missionaries in 
this respect. Few can be found where there arc 
not at least some contributions made by our Baptist 
missionaries, and many institutions outside of Bap­
tist ranks have been glacl to acknowledge their in­
debtedness to our missionaries for valuable contri­
butions to their scientific collections. If these scat­
tered contributions could be gathered in one, the 
aggregate would be found to be a large and valuable 
collection of objects of scientific value, illustrating 
not only the geology ancl botany of various countries, 
bnt all departments of scientific research, including 
the chiefest of all sciences, ethnology and social life. 

In this connection special mention ought to be 
made of the large collections of scientific objects 
brought from Central Africa by Mr. J. H. Camp, 
who was for se,•eral years in charge of the mission 
steamer, the "Henry RP.ed," on the Upper Congo 
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River. Twice the Smithsonian Institution at W a::;h­
ington, D. C., sent out to him through the Ameri­
can Baptist l\Iissionary Union, foll collecting out­
fits and supplies, an<l on his last return to this 
country he brought with him more than one hun­
dred cases of specimens illustrating the geology, 
mineralogy, entomology, zoology, etc., of Central 
Africa, as well as specimeus of the valuable an<l 
precious wuocls of those vast interior forests ,vhich 
must be the supply for the civilized world in years 
to come. The whole expense of the transport of 
this collection was pai1l by the Smithsonian Insti­
tution. 

PHILOLOGY.-By the circumstances in which 
they have been placed, the service of Baptist mis­
sionaries to linguistic science have been of peculiar 
value and importance. Placed among many peo­
ples whose languages had never been reduced to 
writing, they have performed this sen·ice in the 
interests of the missionary work, and at the same 
time added an immense store of information to com­
parative linguistic study. The brilliant achieve­
ments of Baptist missionaries in this work liave 
been widely acknowledged. In Burma alone the 
number of bngnages reduced to writing embracn: 
the Sgaw-Karen and Pwo-Karen, as well as many 
minor variations of these two leading dialects, such 
as the Bwe, Pakn, etc. The Chin language has 
also been reduced to written form, and, last of all, 
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by the labors of Doctor Cushing, Re\'. ,v. H. 
Roberts, and especially Rev. Ola Ham;on, who was 
sent out for t.hat particular work, the Kachin lan­
guage, spoken by several millions of people, has 
been put into written form, and a full system of 
romanizing perfected, which has been accepted by 
the government of British India. Tbcse linguistic 
services in Burma alone have been sufficient to earn 
the gratitude of all scientists. In addition, we find 
that iu Assam the same service has been rendered, 
and the dialect of the large, active Garo tribe has 
been reduced to written form, and also two dialects 
of the numerous and powerful Naga tribes-tl1c 
Angami and the Ao--while a beginning has been 
made in several minor dialects, as the l\iikir, etc. 

In no other of the American Baptist mission 
fields has this service been necessary except in 
Africa. The various dialects of the Congo people 
arc branches of the great Bantu group of language~, 
hut the variations in different localities arc such 
that each dialect can be understood only over a 
limited area, and all printing, to be comprehended, 
11111st be of different form for the ,·aried dialect~. 
The Kikongo has been reduced to writing by vari­
ous persons, and Doctor Sims, of Leopoldville, who 
has received the cross of the Legion of Honor from 
the French Government, and has also been deco­
rated by the govermnent of Belgium for his eminent 
medical sen·ices, has made a dictionary of the 
Kiteke, and also a vocabulary of the Kiyansi. l\Iuch 
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work in other Congo dialects has been done by other 
mi:;sionaries, and similar serYiees have been ren­
dered to the world by missionaries of the Southern 
Baptist Convention in the Yoruba country of ,vest 
Africa. 

LITERATURE.-ln enumerating the sernces of 
Baptist missionaries to literature, the first place 
11111st be given to Judson's translation of the Bible 
into the Burman language. That language was 
already in a written form when Judson went to 
Burma, bnt no real attempt had been made to con­
nect it with the English, and no literature of West­
crn nations existed in the Burman tongue. Judson, 
making his own vocabulary as he went along, made 
a translation of the Bible into Burman, which has 
done for that language what Luthcr's Bible did for 
the German, and the translation of 1611 did for the 
English tongue. The translation was so wonder­
fully accurate that but little revision has ever been 
necessary, and the work of translation need neYer 
be repeated. Doctor Judson also prepared an 
English-Burman dictionary, which has been, and 
still is, the standard work of that character. A 
large amount of literature, religious and secular, 
has been p1'0lluccd by Baptist missionaries in Burma, 
especially in the way of tracts and school-books. 
All the literature in the various Karen tongues owes 
its existence entirely to the Baptist missionaries. 
The whole Bible was translated into the Sgaw-
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Karen dialect by Fra~cis l\Iason, D. D. ; into the 
Pwo-Karcn by Re,·. D. L. Brayton; into Shan by 
J. N. Cushing, D. D., who has al:;o prepared a dic­
tionary of that language for English readers. School­
books of all grades, from primary to scientific, philo­
sophical, ancl theological, han Leen brought forth 
in great umubcrs by the missionaries, as well as a 
vast quantity of religious literature which lias been 
circulated largely and freely among the people. 

Passing to Assam, Dr. Nathan Brown, one of the 
early Baptist missionaries in that country, enjoyed 
the high privilege of first giving the New Testament 
to the Assamese. Other books of the Bible were 
trauslatetl by several missionaries, but the work of 
completing the translation of the Olcl Testument, 
and giving to the Assamese the full Bible, has been 
in charge of Rev. A. K. Gurney for a number of 
years. The translation is completed and the full 
Bible in Assamese will Le offered to the people in 
1901. Aside from this may be mentioned the As­
samese English dictionary, prepared by Dr. l\liles 
B1·011son; ancl much work of revision and trnnsla­
tion of Scriptures, tracts, and other religions litera­
ture has been done by Rev. P. H. l\foore, of Kow­
goug. In Garo many portions of Scripture ht1,·e 
been prepared by Rev. l\I. C. l\fason and Rev. E. 
G. Phillips in the dialect of that enterprising peo­
ple, as well as school-books and other translations, 
especially those made necessary Ly the progress of 
their missionary wodc. 
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Passing to India we find the whole :N cw Testa­
ment ti·anslated aud reYised by Dr. Lyman Jewett, 
in a form which is still in use in the Baptist mis­
:;ions among the Telugns. Their beautiful languagP, 
the Italian of India, has also been enriched with 
other portions of Scripture, school-books, theologi­
cal works, an<l a large number of religious tracts 
and smaller publications. In Burma, Assam, and 
among the Tclugns, religious periodicals in the ver-
11acnla1· are prepared and issued regularly by the 
missionaries, especially for the benefit of the Chris­
tian conYerts. 

"Thile the Chinese and Japanese were written 
l:mguages before the Baptist missionaries reached 
those countries, yet a vast amount of ,York has beeu 
<lone by them in the translation of the Scriptures 
and the preparation of religious and secular litera­
ture. Rev. Josiah Goddard translated the whole 
N cw Testament into the colloquial dialect of N"ingpo 
in a version which is still widely in use in that sec­
tion of China. His son, Rev. J. R. Goddard, com­
pleted the translation of the Old Testament and 
the work of father and son was united in 1900, giY­
ing the whole Bible to the 1wople of the Ningpo 
district in the dialect read by the common people. 
At Swatow, much work has been doue by Dr. "\Vil­
liain Ashmore, Dr. S. B. Partridge, William Ash­
more, Jr., and others, in the translation of Scrip­
tures and preparation of religions literature along 
the same lines. Dr. Nathan Brown, ,rho first gave 
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the New Testament to the Assamese, later in life 
became a missionary to Japan, and enjoyed the 
unique distinction of h:.wing given the New Testa­
ment also to the ,TapancLe in a Ycrsion which is by 
many considered to be the best in use among the 
Japanese prople. He led the way also iu using the 
kmw, or pure Japanese natiYe character, in printing, 
the usual method of printing Japanese ha,·ing been 
so to interlnrd the Japanese charncters with Chinese 
as to make it difficult for the common people to 
learn to read. Doctor Brown's example has had a 
large influence upon Japanese printing, and the use 
of Chinese characters is to be abolished in Japan, 
and either Doctor Brown's method or the Roman 
characters adopted for printing for the Japanese 
people. 

The same sen·ice which has been rendered to 
the Karens of Burma and the hill tribes of Assam 
by our Baptist missionaries, is now being re11de1·e<l 
fo1· the people of the Congo by their Baptist brethren 
in that region. The Gospels haYe been translated 
into the Kikongo, the Kiteke, and other dialects, 
and a beginning made in the preparation of school­
books, especially those of a primary character, for 
these untaught but intelligent people. The sen·ices 
which Baptist missionaries have rendered to the 
various peoples among whom they haYe labored, by 
the introduction of an e]eyated and elevating litera­
ture, both religions and secular, are inestimable, 
and cannot be properly judged by the bare state-



22--l A)IEHJCAX BAPTIST )lfSSIOXS 

ments which have been giYen. How much of spirit­
ual an<l intellectual life has come and will come 
from these services can only be rightly known by 
the future development of those to whom they ha\'c 
been given. 

EDUCATIOX.-N"cxt to the preaching of the gospel 
and the translation of the Dible, schools must be con­
sidered as an important element of missionary work. 
"'hile American Baptist missionaries have never 
placed the principal emphasis on schools as an ernn­
gclizing agency, they have enr been ready and zeal­
m1s in establishing and conducting schools for the 
broadening and deepening of the religious interest 
and the training of Christian workers who should be 
prepared to labor intelligently and usefully among 
their own people. In Burma, aside from the theo­
logical seminary at Insein, near Rangoon, which 
has now been enlarged to include work for all 
races, there is also in Rangoon a Baptist college in 
affiliation with the University of Calcutta, and for 
all the numerous races of Burma. The Sgaw-Karen 
Normal and Ill(lustrial Institute at Bassein, and 1111-

merous high school:; at Rangoon, l\Ioulmein, allll at 
other of the larger stations, the Baptist l\Iission G iris' 
School at Kemendiue in Rangoon, and the l\Iorton 
Lane Seminary at l\Ioulmein, also the schools for 
boys and girls of all the various races of Burma fountl 
in every mission station, as at Tavoy, Toungoo, 
Shwegyin, Henzada, l\fomlulay, etc., aud the hun-
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tlrcds of primary schools in the scattered villages 
throughout the length and b1·eadth of Burma, are 
rendering a sen·ice to the ciYilizing mid enlighten­
ing of the polyglot people of that country which 
cannot be suitably estimated or described. 

The same sort of work is being done on all the 
mission fields. In Assam we find the high school 
at Tura and the industrial school, which has al:,o 
Jone much for the Garo people. There arc many 
schools in all the Christian Garo villages, as well as 
at the various missions stations, both in the plains 
aud ou the hills. A school for training Christian 
workers among the Nagas is maintained at Impur. 

At the head of Baptist educational work in tl1e 
Telugu mission is the theological seminary at Ranrn­
patam, occupying one of the finest educational build­
ings in southern India, erected at a cost of fifteen 
thousand dollars. The Baptist l\Iission College at 
Ongole, established by the energy of Dr. John E. 
Clough, has been affiliated with the Madras Uni­
Yersity as a second-grade college.. The Bucknell 
l\Iemorial Industrial School, at Nellore, is a prom­
ising feature of the mission, as well as schools at all 
the mission stations throughout the Telugu mis­
sion. The value of the education which these Bap­
tist mission schools has gh·en to the peoples of 
Burma, Assam, and India is fully recognized by the 
government of India, which cordially appropriates 
money for school buildings, as well as for the con­
duct of the school work e\'ery year. 

p 
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In the missions in China there is a biblical school 
at Shaohing, for the training of native preachers, a 
biblical class at Swatow, also, for the same purpose, 
a training school for Bible women, and schools for 
Christian girls and boys at Swatow, Canton, Teng­
chow, .Ningpo, Kinhwa, and other places, which 
are doing much to prepare the Christian emwerts 
for that development of China which is sure to come 
in the near future. As China recovers from the 
social and political earthquake of 1900 the value 
of the training acquired by the Christian converts 
in Baptist and other mission schools will be recog­
nized and will bring them to the front; an<l instead 
of being despised and persecuted, as they now very 
generally are, thrse Christians educated by the mis­
sionaries will be fitted to be leaders of their people 
in the onward march of enlightenment and civiliza­
tion. 

Baptist educational work in Japan is not yet ex­
tensive, but most excellent work is being done by 
the Baptist theological seminary at Yokohama, in 
the preparation of prearhers for the Baptist mis­
sions. A Baptist academy has been established at 
Tokyo, a boys' school in Osaka, and most excellent 
service is being done for Japanese girls in the 
Sarah Curtis Home at Tokyo, the Mary L. Colby 
Home at Yokohama, in the Heinrich l\Iemorial 
Home at Chofu, a suburb of Shimonoseki in south­
western Japan, and at the Ella 0. Patrick Home 
in Sendai. 
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The eJucatioual force of the Baptist mission on 
the Congo is represented by a biblical training 
school at Banza l\Iantekc for the preparation of 
native preachers and evangelists, a normal school at 
Lukunga for the training of teachers and Christian 
workers, and a school at Lcopolckillc, nuder the care 
of Doctor Sims, which combines Loth literary aml 
industrial features. Eight different tribes ha\"C Leen 
represented at the Rame time in this school, the most 
of them coming from the upper river, to which in 
tlue time they will be fittctl to return and become 
leaders and centers of light among their own peo­
ple. There are also smaller schools at each of the 
mission stations. The Y ornba mission sustains 
schools needed for the education of the children of 
Christians and the training of Christian helpers. 
The excellent school for girls in connection with 
the Southern Baptist mission, in Bahia, Brazil, has 
already been mentioned, as well as th~ schools for 
the higher education of young men and young 
women at Saltillo, Mexico. 

SocIOLOGY.-The advantages which accrue to 
every nation through the presence of missionaries 
are well known in every country and community 
into which our Bapti,-t missionaries have gone. They 
have performed a service for the social improvement 
of the people which has been widely and cordially 
recognized by all those competent to form aju<lgment 
in the matter. In Burma, the wild and oppressed 
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aml scattered Karen tribes ha,·e been largely brought 
to become obedient and loyal citizens through the 
efforts of Baptist missions aud the Karen Christians 
connected with them. In speaking of the develop­
ment of the Karens of Burma, the Administration 
Report for 1880-1881 says : 

Foremost in this work have been American mission­
aries of the Baptist persuasion. There are now attached 
to this cum 1111111io11 no less than four hundred and fifty­
one Christian Karen parishes, most of which support 
their own church, their own Karen pastor, and their owu 
parish Sl'hool, :rnd many of which subscribe considerable 
sums in mouey :rnd kind for the furtherance of mission­
:ny work among Karens :rnd other hill rnces beyond the 
British bonier. Christianity continues to spread amo11~ 
the Karens to the great advantage of the commonwe:11lb, 
and the Christian Karen communities are distinctly more 
industrious, better educated, and more law-abiding thnn 
the Burman :rnd Karen villages around them. The Karrn 
race and the British government owe a great debt to the 
American missionaries who have, under Providence, 
wrought this change among the Karens of Burma. 

The same sort of service has been rendered by 
Baptist missionaries wherenr they have labored 
among other wild tribes. In Assam, the Garos 
have been reduced to order and submission to Brit­
ish authority largPly through the influence of the 
Baptist missionaries and the Christian converts. 
Rev. E. \V. Clark established his residence among 
the Ang:11ni N agas far in allvance of go\'ernment 
outposts, and when the English annexed the N::iga 
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tenitory, those in his immediate locality submitted 
without opposition. Prof. Haraprasad Sastri, senior 
professor of Sanscrit in the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, says: "Christian missionaries of various 
denominations have done much good in advancing 
education, in reclaiming hill tribes, and giving shape 
to their languages." 

One of the most illustrious examples of social 
impronment by missionary effort is found in its 
effoct upon the degraded outcaste population of 
India. Of the fifty-five thousand converts of the 
American Telugu mission, all but a very few belong 
to the ontcnstes, who were despised and oppressed, 
and, in fact, in practical slavery to the higher classes 
and castes. The great multitude of these converts 
have been but recently won to Christianity, and 
Christian education has not had time to have its 
full effect upon the most of them. Yet enough has 
been done to show what will be the final influence 
of this elevating force upon that people. Children 
of Christian Telugu converts, trained in the mission 
schools, the college, and theological seminary, come 
out on a full intellectual equality with the proud 
and haughty Brahmans and members of the upper 
castes. In conversation and in religious contro­
versy with these representatives of the despised out­
castes, the Brahman often finds himself at a dis­
advantage. His intellectual acumen and training 
are in vain against the broa<l and trained intrlli­
gence of these Christians. In the civil service ex-
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aminationR, the member of the upper caste finds 
himself seated side by side with the despised out­
caste trained in Christian schools, and Yery fre­
quently, to his shame and indignation, finds the 
coYeted prize awarded to one whom he has consicl­
ered beneath his contempt. The haughty Brahman 
is humulcd, his pride is brought low, and enn in Iii,:; 
shame and anger he cannot help recognizing tl1t' 
power of the Christian influence and the training 
which has raised these despised outcastes to a rivalry 
with himself in intelligence and power. 

Another special influence of Christian training 
and illustration of its power is found in the mi:--­
sions in Africa. The curse of the coast region of 
Africa is the rum and giu introduced from civilized 
countries. Ry his temperament the untaught Afri­
can is incapable of resisting the taste for alcoholic 
liquors. The art of self-control is unknown to him. 
Once he tastes alcohol it becomes his master, and it 
is for this rcaRon that the introduction of rum and 
alcoholic liquors among the natiYe peoples of Africa 
means death and destruction to the people, and often­
times depopulation of whole districts. Against this 
onrushing tide of destruction the only opposing in­
fluence which has been found to stand is the Chris­
tian conYert. He has learned the art of self-control. 
He has been taught the benefits of self-mastery; 
he has learned to subordinate selfish desires and 
passions to higher thoughts and to nobler good; and 
it is safe to say that where rum is introduced on the 
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coast of Africa the only temperate people to be 
found are the Christians. If Africa is to be saved 
from the destruction of drunkenness, that twin curse 
to African slavery, the salvation must come through 
the converts of the Christian missions. In this 
respect om American Baptist missionaries are ren­
dering most noble service. Total abstainers them­
selves, as being connected with an American mission, 
they insist on total abstinence on the part of the 
native converts; and wherever the heathen about 
them are capable of appreciating social order, pros­
perity, health, and happiness, their example and in­
fluence will have a profound effect for good upon 
all the peoples of Africa. 

CmnIERCE.-The influence of Christian missions 
in the development of trade is at the present time 
well understood. Wherever missionaries go the 
character of the people is elevated, and their de­
mands are increased. As one missionary says, 
"The first call of a convert from heathenism is for 
clean clothes and a better house." The spirit of 
the gospel is a spirit of order. The missionary work 
is a standing illustration of the truth that " cleanli­
ness is next to godliness." In all countries where 
Baptist missionaries have gone, they have had a 
pronounced effect on the development of trade with 
the natives. The Karens as a heathen people have 
almost no wants which they cannot themselves 
supply. They build their own simple houses, 



232 A!IIERICAN BAPTIST MISSIO:\'S 

make their own clothing, and proYide their own 
food. The introduction of Christianity among 
the Karens is an example of its etfcd,; upon any 
people of a similar wild and degraded character. 
The Karcns arc not deficient in busine,;s enterprise, 
nor are they lacking in men of property and wealth. 
Converted to Christianity, these men have demanded 
better homes; others around them become desirous 
of the same. Their clothing becomes more ample, 
and of a better character. No longer are their ;;im­
p le and 1:n<lc arts able to ::;upply their wants. All 
the Christian communities in Burma arc on the way 
to development to the condition of the Karen Chri,;­
tian communities in Bas::;ein. This is a model anti 
a standard for the social effects of missionary work. 
Here we find a people, formerly wild and savage, 
become a prosperous, orderly, and enteq;rising com­
munity. Their churches they have built by their 
own means; their schools are largely supported by 
themselves; for their normal and industrial insti­
tute they have built a fine and ample building, 
called the Kothabyu l\Iemorial Hall, and this school, 
largely maintained by their own resources, turns 
out every year teachers and artisans fitted to labor 
for the development of their own people. They 
conduct a lumber business, with a sawmill, having 
all the improved facilities of civilized commerce. 
This mill is a public enterprise, and all its income 
is devoted to the maintenance of their school. 
Here we find a lwilliant and impressive illustra-
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tion of what Christianity will do for the lowest of 
peoples. 

The "·hole business of Burma in all departments 
has also received an immense impetus from the 
labors of Baptist missionaries and the converts they 
have gathered. Mechanical and agricultural im­
plements arc imported from America ; clothing of 
every sort is demanded ; the arts of the printing 
pres~es are brought into use ; the improved houses 
required by the people, as well as the schoolhom;es 
and churches which they erect, create a demand for 
builders' hardware and other materials, and there is 
l1ardly a line of the manufacturers of civilized lands 
which is not required to some extent by the con­
nrts gained from heathenism. 

,vhat is trnc of Burma is true also of Assam in 
a less degree, and of the converts in every heathen 
country. Civilization will not pro<lnce Christian­
ity, but Christianity always prodnees civilization. 
,vherever the missionary goes, there follows an in­
crease of trade. This is true in China, in ,Japan, 
bnt more especially of the Christian com·erts start­
ing from a lower state, as among the hill tribes of 
Burma, Assam, and the peoples of Africa. Here 
in Africa a larger commerce will find its chief en­
couragement from Christian missions. Secular com­
merce seeks its own aim and the largest profit. 
It seeks to obtain the procluctions of Africa at the 
lowest cost, and to pay for them as largely as possi­
ble in alcoholic liquors. This policy is sure de-
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struction to every form of legitimate commerce. It 
depopulates the country, ruins the people, renders 
them drunken, worthless, lazy. A section of country 
treated in this way soon ceases to yield any possi­
ble profit to those who have introduced the means 
of destruction. E,·en tlH' governments of large por­
tions of Africa arc now finding it necessary to pro­
hibit the importation of alcohol in the interests of 
commerce alone. Only vigorous, healthy, enter­
prising peoplrs can be of assistance in the de,·elop­
ment of the commerce of Africa. If rnm goes in 
trade goes out. In the development of a larger 
trade in the Congo Valley, and other parts of~\ frica, 
the Briptist missionaries are rendering and will ren­
der most judicious and helpfol service, and their 
contributions toward commerce in the highest and 
best sense are larger than can be estimated in figures. 



CHAPTER XXIII 

THE PAST AXD THE FUTURE 

THE diversified missionary activities of the Bap­
tists of the United States, as desc1·ibed in the 

preceding pages, although experiencing abundant 
prosperity, yet because of the separation of interests 
involved, have never made tJmt impression upon the 
religions world which their importance would justify. 
The American Baptist Missionary Union has long 
stood at the head of the foreign missionary societies 
of the world in the number of converts gathered 
into its mission churches, bnt is ranked as the eighth 
among the large missionary societies of the world in 
point of income. It has even been attempted to 
show that the Baptists of America are divided into 
several denominations because of their separation in 
mis::;ionary work, and the head of the religious de­
partment of the United States census in 1890 actu­
ally reported the Baptists of this country as three 
denominations. It is easily discovered, however, 
that there is no real foundation for such a division, 
since all the churches are one in polity, both mem­
bers and pastors are transferred among the churches 
without any of the formalities which exist in passing 
from one denomination to another, and to all intents 

235 
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and purposes they are one denomination. It is also 
easily discovered that if diversity of missionary ac­
tivities ~hould be held to form a denominational 
distinction, the Baptists of the United States must 
be divided not only into two or three, but into senn 
or eight different denominations, since there are at 
least this number of separate and independent mis­
sionary societies enjoying the peculiar loyalty and 
support of the Baptists in different portions of the 
country. It is greatly to be regretted that the 
authority of the United States census has been given 
to so unjust and unwarranted a <lh•isiou of those who 
are really one. 

The separation in missionary activities has also 
operated to cause the benevolent contributions of 
Baptists to appear srirnller than they really arc. In 
other denominations, where we find the whole de­
nominational effort in foreign missions and in home 
missions concentrated into one society, which not 
only carries on nil the foreign missions, but nil home 
mission work of every character, with perhaps a 
separate Board for educational work, and a few 
other minor societies, the contributions are massed 
in a sum which appears large in comparison with 
the receipts of even the largest of our Baptist mis­
sionary societies. In order to stand on a parity 
with other denominations, the contributions of the 
Baptists of the United States for the two foreign 
missionary societies, the American Baptist Mission­
ary Union and the Foreign Mission Board of the 
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Southern Baptist Co11n11tio11, should he cousoli­
<lated, including the contributious to the woman's 
foreign missionary societies; and the contributions 
for home missions should include not only the re­
ceipts of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, and the Home l\Iission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and Missionary De­
partment of the American Baptist Publication Soci­
ety, but the combined receipts of the Baptist Con­
ventions of all the States and Territories, and the 
multitude of other missionary societies, none of 
which are reported in the general denominational 
statistics, but all of which represent activities wliich 
are included in the home mission work of the larger 
Boards of other denominations which, because of 
this combination, have been supposed to contrib­
ute more largely lo home as well as to foreign 
missions than do the Baptists. If, however, all the 
sums contributed to similar work as that reported 
in the larger societies of other religious bodies were 
added together in one sum it would be found that, so 
far as can be gathered, for the year 1899, for exam­
ple, the entire contributions of Baptists for missionary 
purposes amounted to the grand total of one million 
nine hundred and fifty-three thousand seventy-eight 
dollars and twenty-nine cents, a sum in excess of the 
largest contributions for similar purposes reported 
by any other religious denomination in the United 
States. This is only for current benevolent plll'­
poses, and does not include contributions to educa-
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tional ::md other institutions for endowment, nor the 
income of the multitude of city missions and other 
enterprises of that character supported by Baptists. 
After a careful study through a series of years, it is 
the conviction of the writer that in regard to the 
amount contributed for benevolence, the Baptist de­
nomination does, as a matter of fact, stand first in 
the United States. Of the above amount, seven 
lrnndred and thirty-six thousand one hundred aml 
twelve dollars and twenty-eight cents was gi\'en for 
foreign missionary work, and one million two lurn­
tlred and sixteen thousand nine hundred and sixty­
six dollars and one cent for missions in the United 
States. 

In this volume an attempt has been made first to 
tell the story of American Baptist missions as begun 
and carried on under the name of the General Mis­
sionary Convention, then to give an account of the 
founding of the other missionary societies of the Bap­
tists in this country, and to indicate the lines of work 
in the foreign missionary enterprise to which each 
of these societies addressed itself, and finally to giYe 
as full and comprehensive a history as the limits of' 
the volume would allow of the later years of the 
missions of American Baptists on the different fields, 
combining in one view the operations of n1rions so­
cieties which are engaged upon the same field. The 
narrntive covers a period of only eighty-eight years; 
but what a marvelous growth from the small, weak, 
and disunited body of Baptists in America in 1812 
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to the magnificent denomination of 1900 ! Then there 
was not a single institution or intere,;t which engagetl 
the attention of all the Baptists in this country. 
Now six theological seminaries and a multitude of 
colleges and other schools of a lesser grade indicate 
the growth in educational lines from one college, 
now known as Brown Univer,;ity, to the present 
large deHlopment. In churches and denomina­
tional strength the Baptists stand among the first 
in the country, and hy means of their great and 
powerful missionary organizations, they exercise a 
potent influence in the religious activities of the en­
tire world. 

On April 23, 1900, there <lied in the city of 
Rangoon, Burma, a missionary at the age of ninety­
two years, whose life more than spanned the entire 
period covered by American Baptist foreign mis­
sions. At the birth of Rev. Durlin L. Brayton, 
both his nation and his denomination were weak 
and insignificant among the civil and religious forces 
of the wodd. He lived to see his country advance 
from a little people, not yet wholly freed from the 
domination of the mother country and without influ­
ence in the world at large, to a powerful nation of 
seventy millions of people, whose word is acknowl­
edged to carry the balance of power in the delicate 
intemational questions pending among the nations 
of the earth. He saw his denomination spring with 
almost startling rapidity from its despised position 
among the religious bodies of America to hokl a 
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foremost position, not only at home but in worl<l­
widc missionary work in all the earth. He entere<l 
upon his missionary labors the same yeat· that Queen 
Victoria was raise<l to the throne of Great Britain 
and Ireland, an<l saw the small area of British 
possessions in Ill(lia extended to cover the entire 
peninsula of Hindustan, with the added provinces 
of Burma an<l Assam, and the title, "Empress of 
India," a<lded to that of "Queen of Great Britain 
an<l Ireland." \Vhen he entered the missionary fielcl 
the countries open to Christian missions were few, and 
the labors of the missionaries were surroun<le<l with 
immense <lifficulties, manifold perils, and obstacles 
apparently almost insurmountable. He lived to see 
every nation of importance on the face of the earth 
open to the labors of the messengers of Christ, the 
powerful and <lominant religions of Asia gradually 
fading befo1·e the increasing splendor of the Sun of 
Righteousness, to view the nations of the earth 
largely subdued to the power and influence of na­
tions bearing the name of Christ, and to behold the 
religion of Jcsns Christ established as the leading 
and dominant religion of the earth, by which not 
only the laws and cu1<toms of Christian nations and 
their intercourse with Pach othe1· arc shaped, but to 
the principles of which the legislation and political 
conduct of even pagan nations were compelled, in 
some measure, at least, to conform. If any prophet, 
pointing to the little boy among the green hills of 
Vermont, ha<l ventured at that time to predict one-
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half of the growth of the United States in power, i11 
wealth, and in the appliances of civilization, or the 
splendid progrc,;s of the religion of Jesus Christ in it,; 
missions and it,; influence among the nations of the 
earth, and had named the results which this history 
has shown to have been achieved by the Baptist 
denomination at home and abroad, he would have 
been esteemed as unworthy of attention and us in­
dulgiug in the wildest vagaries munufacturec.1 out of 
the stuff that dreams are made of: 

In view of the marvelous development of Chri,;­
tian missions in the United States of America, and 
of the spread of Christianity and civilization through­
out the nations of the world, who will dare venture 
to preclict what may be seen by the boy now living 
among the hills of N cw England ? Even before the 
beginning of the twentieth century, China, the only 
great and powerful purely pagan nation remaining 
in the earth, lies at the feet of the leading Christian 
powers. The future of her government, her social 
and commercial development, and largely her relig­
ious progress, is to be indicutecl by those who brar 
the name of Christ. It has often been said that 
with China Christian two-thirds of the battle for 
the world-wide extension of the king(lom of J csus 
Christ would be won. Considering the marvelons 
progress, especially in the latter half of the nine­
teenth century, what may not, on the most reason­
able anticipations, be predicted of the twentieth? 
Long before its first half shall have pai,sed away, 

Q 
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shall not the vision of the prophet be realized wl1en 
a nation shall be born in a day, and the brightest 
Yisions of the Old Testament prophet,:, and e\'en of 
the book of RcYclation, be realized? In Yiew of 
the triumph of the gospel in the nineteenth century, 
there a1·c substantial grounds for the assurance, so 
chee1·ing tu cyery ser\'ant of Christ, that long before 
the close of the twentieth century the ern shall dawn 
when the Redeemer of the world shall become the 
King of nations, and " to him every knee shall 
bow and every tongue sha11 confess that he is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father." 



APPENDIX A 

ENGLISH BAPTISTS AND THEIR .MISSIONS 

11THILE American Baptists form by far the larger 
l'V portion of the Baptist body in the world, num­

bering more than four millions in the United States, 
the Baptists occnpy an important and influential 
position in Great Britain, and number between 
three hundred and fifty and four hundred thousand. 
They are di\'ided into two bodies, the General Bap­
tists and the Particular Baptists, both holding to 
immersion as the only form of baptism, the General 
Baptists being somewhat freer in their views in 
regard to the Communion, but resembling the Bap­
tists in the United States in a general Cah·inistic 
trend in their theological attitude; while, on the 
other hand, the Particular Baptists are more strict 
in their views in regard to the Lord's Supper, but 
te1Hl toward Arminian views in theology. For 
many years these two bodies conducted their foreign 
missionary work separately; bnt a few years ago the 
society of the Particular Baptists was amalgamated 
with the English Baptist J\Iissionary Society, the 
pioneer of modern missionary societies, formed at 
Kettering in 1792. This society, therefore, repre-

2~3 
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sents the entire Baptist body of Great Britain in ih 
foreign missionary work. 

The largest missions of the society :ll'e in India; 
Lut it has also an important work in China, in the 
Congo Free State, West Africa, in the West Indies, 
in France, in Italy, and in Palestine. 

The missions in India have about seventy-five 
missionaries and one hundred aml twenty-five uativc 
evangelists. The college founded by "\Yi Ilium Carey 
:it Serampore is still maintained as :.111 institution for 
the training of natin ministers under this society, 
and the native churches in the vigorous and grow­
ing mission have recently established the Indian 
Baptist Missionary Society for aggressive work 
under native auspices in various parts of India. 
This society now has branches in the Korthwest 
Provinces, in Bengal, East Bengal, and Orissa. It 
is entirely supported by contriLutions from the 
native churches and already employs four nath·e 
m1ss10naries. A printing press is maintained at 
Calcutta, the continuation of that established by 
William Carey at Serumpore, in which a large 
amount of religious printing is done, not only for the 
English Baptist Society but for the American Bap­
tist :\Iissionary Union and other bodies maintaining 
missions in India. Several Anglo-Indian Bapti,-t 
churches are in affiliation with the missions of this 
society, which also has a special work :1mong the 
natives who speak English. The Orissa mission of 
this society is of special interest to American Bap-
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tist:;;, as being that with which Rev. Amos Sutton 
was councctetl, whose address at the meeting of the 
General l\Iissionary Convention at Richmond, in 
1835, was the means of establishing the American 
Baptist Telugu l\Iission. The society also maintains 
an extremely interesting mission in Ceylon, where 
an affiliated body has been formed called the Ceylon 
Baptist Union. 

The missions of English Baptists in China arc 
located in the provinces of Shangtung, Sheusi, and 
Shansi. The whole work has been conducted with 
great vigor and success, employing about thirty mis­
sionaries and more than one hundred and fifty natin 
evangelists. A large amount of self-support and 
native management had been developed in connec­
tion with these missions before the terrible events 
of the year 1900 in China, which resulted in the 
entire removal of the missionary force, as all three 
of these fields were located in the centers of great­
est disturbance. About ten of the missionaries be­
came martyrs for the gospel at the hands of the 
murderous mobs, and like all other missions, the 
situation of the English Baptist work in China at 
the close of 1900 was in abeyance awaiting the 
developments of the future. 

The English Baptist mission in the Congo Free 
State has been the most aggressive in advance 
toward the interior and in exploration of any of the 
missions on that field. Especially Rev. George 
Grenfell has done more exploring in the region of 
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the Upper Congo Valley than any other one man, 
and perhaps more than all others together, with the 
exception of the officers of the Congo Free State. 
By special request of the king of Belgium, l\I r. 
Grenfell was released from missionary duties for a 
time that he might become commissioner of the 
State in the delimitation of the frontier between the 
Congo State and the Portuguese territories adjoin­
ing. The mission occupies ten citations, extending 
from l\Iatadi in Lower Congo, and San Salvador in 
Portuguese Congo, to Yakusu at Stanley Falls, in 
Central Africa. This mission has been conductc<l 
with great good-will in connection with the Congo 
mission of the American Baptist Missionary Union, 
and in many ways, especially in regard to steamer 
transportation on the Upper Congo, both missions 
have been able to afford assistance one to the other. 
American Baptists haYc to acknowledge with grati­
tude many favors which the English Baptist mis­
sion, with their two steamers, the "Peace" and 
"Good ,vm," have been able to afford the Ameri­
can Baptist mission on the Congo. 

The West Indies missions of the English Bap­
tists report about thirty-five thousand church-mem­
bers and have largely become self-supporting, espe­
cially those in Jamaica and in the Bahama group 
are entirely so, with the exception of assistance af­
forded to Calabar College, in Kingston, Jamaira. 
The Jamaica Baptist Union has been in cxistrncc 
fifty years, has held its annual meeting with regu-
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larity throughout the half-century, and been of great 
ai<l in the development of Baptist work on that 
island. 

English Baptist work in France is confined to 
Brittany, and engages the attention of but one mis­
sionary with six native evangelists, while the mis­
sions in Italy are more extended, embracing a very 
successful mission in Rome itself, also the missions 
in North Italy, in the Tuscan district, the whole 
comprising six missionaries, with twelve native 
ernngelists. 

An exceedingly interesting feature in English 
Baptist missions is that at N ablous, near J acoh's 
"\Vell, in Palestine, maintained by Rev. El. Karey, 
with sub-stations at Samaria and five other places. 
:\Ir. and :Mrs. Karey haYe suffered much persecu­
tion, but still continue their work, and much is 
being done by the maintenance of a prosperous girls' 
school, where the future mothers of the district arc 
trained in principles of Christianity. 
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CANADIAN BAPTISTS AND THEIR MISSIONS 

THE Baptists of Canada, who number about one 
hundred thousand, have two foreign mission­

ary societies, that of the l\Iadtime Provinces, in­
cludiug X o,·a Scotia, New Brnnswick, and Prince 
Edward L;land, and the Ontario Board, which is 
also supported by the Baptists in Quebec, Manitoba, 
and the Korthwest Territory, as well as the proviuce 
of Ontario. The miRsions of these two societies, 
howenr, arc practically one, occupying a field of 
the Telugu territory of southeastern India, north of 
the mission of the American Baptist l\Iissionary 
Union. They have felt the influence of the large 
ingathering experienced by the American mission. 
A very successful theological seminary is maintained 
at Sin111lcotta, and the missions are well organized, 
co-operating with each other in every respect as if 
under the administration of one Board, and uniting 
with the American mission in a Quinquennial Con­
vention for the consideration and better prosecution 
of Baptist mission work among the Telugu people. 
The natiYe papers and Sunday-school lessons pre­
pared by the American mission are used in common 

2~~ 
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by the Canadian la borers and mission churches. For 
all practical purposes the missions of the three so­
cieties might be considered as one effective force for 
the propagation of the gospel among the Telugus. 
Since 1911 the two Canadian Baptist Foreign Mis­
sionary Societies have been united in one. 

I 
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BAPTISTS IN AUSTRALASIA AND SOUTH AFRICA 

A CO~IPLETE view of Baptists in the world 
outside of the United States, will aL-o include 

the very respectable and vigorous body of Baptists 
in Australasia, inclntling Australia, Tasmania, and 
New Zealand, where they now nnm ber nearly twenty 
thousand. Several large and important clmrches 
are found in the principal cities of Australia, while 
tlrn Baptists of New Zealand have shown much 
energy and vigor in their work. Australian Bap­
tists also maintain an intlependent and SC'parate mis­
sion of their own in Bengal, India, which, however, 
is working in complete harmony and co-operation 
with the English Baptist mission in that province of 
British India. 

In South Africa Baptists number somewhat more 
than three thousand, covering the territories for­
merly known as Cape Colony, the Orange Free 
State, and Transvaal, with one church at ,Jamcs­
tO\'vn, on the island of St. Helena, which is affiliated 
with the South African Baptist Union. They have 
a periodical caJled the "Son th African Baptist," and 
m the rapid development which will come to this 
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territory, Baptists will undoubtedly share. During 
the war between the Engli,;h go,·crnment and the 
Transvaal Republic the wol"k of the Baptist churches, 
especially in the Trans,·ual and the Orange Free 
State, was entirely interrupted, and the circulation 
of "The South African Baptist" was nect>ssarily 
suspended for a pcrio,1 of six months, as it was im­
possible to distribute the paper to its subscriber,; on 
account of the intcrrnption and disorganization of 
the mail facilities. Several of the Baptist pastors 
were compelled to lca,·c their fichls, but a number 
heroically remained, although without the promise 
of support, and ministered to the sick and wounded, 
and the prisoners. Several entereJ. the Ambulance 
Corps of the British army, and one Baptist pastor 
was wounded at the battle of Spion Kop. With 
the restoration of peace the work of the churches 
was largely resumed, and the Baptists of South 
.\frica look forward with hope and confidence to 
aggressive and prosperous work under better auspices 
than have prevailed in the past. 
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STATISTICS OF AllrnmcAN BAPTIST FOREIGN J\IISSIONS, 1900. 

Country. 

ludia: 

Society. Mission­
aries. 

Burma ................... Am. Bapt. Miss'y Union.......... 1G8 
A~am.................... 11 

" •••••••••• 49 
South India........... .......... 95 

Siam......................... .......... 2 
China........................ .......... 75 

" ....................... So. Bapt. Convention............... 47 
Japan ........................ Am. BILpt. Miss'y Union.......... 53 

" ........................ So. Bapt. Convention......... ..... 8 
Phllippiue Islands ... Am. Bapt. Miss'y Uniou.......... 2 
Africa.. ..... ............... 11 

" •••••••••• 34 

Br~n::::::::::::::·::::::::: So. ~apt. Conv.~ntion:-.::::::::::::: 1~ 
Mexico ...................... ! " " ............... 12 

" ...................... Am. Bapt. Home Miss'n Soc"y 5 
Cuba........................... " " 11 2 

" ......................... So. Bapt. Convention............... 1 
Porto Rico ................ Am. Bapt. Home Miss'n Soc'y 5 
Germany ................... Am. Bapt. Mlss'y Union ........................... . 
s,veden ......... ... ... ...... " " ........................... . 
Russia....................... 11 • _ ....................... . 
Finland................... . .......................... . 
Denmark.................. . .......................... . 
Nor\vay..................... . .......................... . 
Fro.nee...................... . .......................... . 
Spain........................ . .......................... . 
Italy .......................... So. Bapt. Convention ............... ! 

Totals.................... ................................................ 5f!.5 I 

Natfre 
Workers. 

!,HO 
218 

1,391 
6 

182 
5.i 

161 
i 
1 

80 
12 
19 
20 
13 
2 

24 
1 

249 
749 
104 
30 
19 
16 
40 
6 

20 

4,868 

Churches. 

6.'l.5 
m, 

113 
2 

21; 
2:1 
z; 
1 

.................. 
56 
6 .,. _, 

32 
8 
3 
3 

................. 
179 
Mt 
114 
31 
28 
32 
2i 
10 
21 

2,088 

Church 
Members. 

3i,929 
6,2·13 

[,3,f-,.,'t'J 
J()<J 

2.885 
2,299 
1,885 

75 
.................. 

2,530 
3!1.5 

1.9'!.! 
1,232 

7t)8 
122 

2,880 
55 

28,8(,8 
40,i59 
21,007 
2,030 
3,906 
2,671 
2,148 

)15 
624 

21i,100 

► 
'i:J 
'i:J 
tT1 z 
t, ->< 
t, 



CENTENNIAL SUPPLEMENT 

TWO HEROIC MISSIONARY PIONEERS 

THE honor of establishing the first Protestant 
Cliristian mission in a heathen land, under 

a purely heathen government and amid absolutely 
heathen surroundings, belongs to A<loniram J u<l­
son and his heroic wife, Ann Hasseltine. Some 
Roman Catholic missionaries had, with great devo­
tion, exposed themselves to the perils of life in 
purely pagan lands from the time of Francis 
Xavier. There were also Protestant missionaries 
to the heathen before Adoniram Judson; but 
they all began their labors amid certain helpful 
surroundings of civilization. The occupation of 
posts in Southwestern India by the Danes opened 
the way for Bartholomew Ziengenbalg and Chris­
tian Frederick Schwartz, the pioneers of Christian 
missions in India. The operations of the Eu,-,t 
India Company in Bengal and the establishment of 
their political power and commercial operations 
were the magnets which drew to India John 
Thomas, and after him \Villiam Carey. Drive11 
from the possessions of the East India Company, 
they simply removed to Scrampore, twelve miles 
from Calcutta, which was then under the control of 
the King of Denmark. E,·cn in Burma there were 

25:l 
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missionaries before the Jnclsons. l\Iessrs. Chater 
and l\Ianlon, Engtish missionaries, had gone from 
Calcutta to Rangoon an<l begun missionary ope1·­
ations, but they retired from the field discournged 
by the <langers and <lifficulties of the attempt. 
Doctor Carey's son, Felix, had also entered upon 
missiouary l::tl.Jors in Burma, but at the time of the 
arri \'al of the J udsons he had been called to Ava to 
render advice to the King of Burma, whose service 
he aftcrwanl entered, retiring completely from mis­
sionary work. It was the peculiar glory of the 
Judsons not only to enter Burma, but to endure 
bravely a life of privations and pedls amid the 
barbarous surroundings of Burman heathenism. 
They steadfastly persevered, even when other mis­
sionaries associated with them retired from the 
field; and in the providence of God firmly estab­
lished the great Christian mission in Burma, the 
first to be begun and maintained in its early years 
amid absolutely heathen surroundings. 

The heroism of l\Ir. and Mrs. Judson is greatly 
emphasized by the dread of Burma, which had been 
inspired by what they had learned of that land and 
its people. Such had been the acconnts of the wick­
ulness and cruelties of the Burman officials and 
people, that l\Ir. Judson writes: "A mission to 
Rangoon we had been accustomed to regard with 
feelings of horror." And l\Irs. Judson writes, after 
arrival at Rangoon: "It is not three months since 
I looked at this situation with all that dread au<l 
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horror which you can imagine." Yet when thPir 
only choice lay between an easy acquiescence in 
the decision of the East India Company to return 
them to England and a life in a country which l\lrs. 
Judson called "a bud of darkness and the shadow of 
death," they unhesitatingly and eagerly decided for 
Burma. 

Another element which gives the heroic character 
of this act an added Juster is the fact that the JlHl­
sons went to Burma, committing themselves to the 
tender mercies of the heathen, when as yet they had 
no assurance of support in their work, or eyen pro­
vision for their lives. In becoming Baptists they 
knew that they severed their connection with the 
body which had sent them forth. They no longer 
looked to the American Board, and they had not yet 
learned the response of American Baptists to their 
appeals, through Luther Rice, for support. At 
Rangoon they were almost wholly cut off from com­
munication with the ciYilized lands. Although 
they arrh·ed there in July, 1813, they did not write 
to America until January 7, 1814, six months after 
reaching Burma, since there was no means of com­
munication in all that time. Even then they were 
obliged to send their letters to England, in the hope 
that peace might have been declared between that 
country and the United States, and means would be 
found to forward their letters to their friends. Seldom 
had they any news from civilized lands. Mrs. Jud­
son writes: "You can hardly form an idea with 
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what eagerness we receive every scrap of intelli­
gence from any part of the civilized world." 
For two years and a half they were without intelli­
gence from America. Utterly separated not only 
from friends but from every possible help from their 
former associates in civilization, they were yet calm 
and hopeful in their work. Mr. Judson writes that 
he was studying the Burman language, "trusting 
that for all the future 'God will provide.' We 
have this consolation that it was the evident dispen­
sation of God that brought us to this country, and, 
still further, that if the world was all before us 
. . . we should not desire to leave Burma." 

Of the sufferings which they endured in this 
pagan land, and the tremendous struggle which it 
cost them to maintain their infant mission among 
the Burmans, the whole Christian world is already 
fully informed. The house which they occupied 
was outside of the walls of the city of Rangoon, in 
a district infested with numerous bands of robbers 
and murderers, and they were daily exposed to 
peril of insult and nightly to danger of robbery and 
murder. They afterward removed their home within 
the city, where there was more security, but a great 
lire, which destroyed about one-third of the town, 
again compelled them to go outside of the walls. 
How they escaped the numerous perils from the 
savage people and from the cruel whims of the 
officials cannot be explained, except that the hand 
of the Lord delivered them. 
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After a short time l\Ir. and Mrs. Judson were 
joined by other missionaries. At one period it be­
came necessary for l\Ir. Judson to go to A vaken to 
endeavor to obtain native assistants. He expected 
to be absent only a few weeks, bnt a storm drove 
his vessel to the coast of India, and the privations 
endured on board brought him to the verge of the 
grave. During his absence of more than three 
months there was such a disturbance among the 
Burmans that the missionaries who were there all 
left the country and abandoned the mission, with 
the exception of Mrs. Judson, who, single-handed 
and alone, heroically resolved to remain in that hos­
tile land, to maintain the mission and to await the 
return of her husband. Almost unparalleled dan­
gers threatened the infant mission ; but, maintained 
by the courage and consecration of its founders, it 
survived the perils of its earlier years, and has 
become one of the brightest ornaments in the vic­
torious crown of the church of Christ on earth. The 
Burman l\Iission stands as the perpetual memorial 
of Adoniram and Ann Hassel tine Judson, the first 
Protestant missionaries to a purely pagan land. 

CEXTEXXIAL DATES IN AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONS 

1812. 
February G. A<loniram Judson and four other Con­

gregationalists were ordained in Salem, destined 
to establish an American mission in the East. 

Febmary 7. Initial steps were taken in the Fi1·st 
R 
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Baptist Church of Salem to form a Baptist auxil­
iary to Carey's work at Scrampore. 

February 18. Rev. Luther Rice and l\lessrs. Nott 
and l\Iills sailed from Philadelphia, in the Har­
mony, for Calcutta, India. 

February 19. The American Board missionaries, 
Adoniram Judson and Samuel Newell, with their 
wives, sail out of Salem Harbor on the "Cara­
van," bouud for Calcutta.. 

April 23. In the First Baptist Church was formed 
the Salem Bible Translation and Foreign Mission 
Society to aid Eastern translations principally, 
and possibly to assist in sending a missionary 
from America to India-the first Baptist society 
formed to promote foreign missions. 

l\fay ( date of course unknown). Judson began 
study of the subject of baptism. 

June 17. The ship "Caravan" arrived at Calcutta. 
August 27. Judson communicates to English mis­

sionaries his changed views, and requests immer­
sion for himself and wife. 

August 31. Wrote a letter to Thomas Baldwin, 
D. D., pastor of Second Baptist Church, Boston, 
acknowledging the helpfulness of his book 011 

baptism and enclosing a copy of the letter above 
referred to. 

September 1. \V rote the secretary of the American 
Board, advising him of his changed views, and 
proposal to obtain scriptural baptism, at the same 
time formally resigning his appointment. 
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\\' rote a letter to Doctor Bal cl win enclosing 
a copy of the above letter, and irnlicating his 
willingness to become the missionary of a Baptist 
society in America, should such be formed. 

,vrote a letter to Rev. Lucius Bolles, of Salem, 
l\Iass., referring to interview before his sailing, 
advising of his changed views, revealing his new 
plans, and throwing himself on the sympathies of 
his new "Baptist brethren in the United States." 

September 6. Judson and his wife immersed in 
the Lal Bazar Chapel, Calcutta, by Rev. ,Villiam 
,Yard. 

September 19. "Tartar" sails for Boston with let­
ters conveying these startling announcements. 

October 20-22. Letters written by Judson, Rice, 
Carey, and l\Iarshman to Baptists in Boston, 
New York, ancl Philadelphia, announci11g the 
changed views of Luther Rice and proposing the 
establishment of an American Baptist l\Iission 
in the East. 

November 1. Rev. Luther Rice baptized in Cal­
cutta by Rev. William Ward. 

November 30. Judson, Rice, and l\Irs. Judson, 
now Baptists, leave Calcutta, at the order of East 
India Company. 

1813. 

January 17. Arrive at Isle of France, off l\Iada­
gascar. 

January 19. "Tartar" arrives in Boston, with let-
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ters written on September first, bringing news of 
the change in the J udsous' situation. 

January 25. Uuiou l\lissionary Concert started in 
Boston. 

January 31. Public Anniversary of the Salem 
Bible Translation and Foreign Mission Society, 
with aroused enthusiasm to assume the tasks 
providentially set before it. 

February 8. Baptist Society for Propagating the 
Gospel in India and other Foreign Parts formed 
in Boston. 

l\Iurch 4. l\Ioney voted by Salem Society for For­
eign Missions for Carey and for J nelson. 

l\Iareh 5. Letter from above Society to Baptist 
Missionary Society of England, requesting Jud­
son's appointment by that society, the Boston 
Society to contribute to his support. 

l\Iarch 15. Luther Rice, by mutual agreement be­
tween Judson and himself, sails from Isle of 
France for United States, via St. Salvador. 

N. B. While Boston Baptists are formulating 
a policy of administration for sustaining Judson, 
the future organizer of American Baptist Mis­
sions is sailing toward his stupendous task. 

:May G. Letter from the society to J uclson announ­
cing the decision appointing him as its mission­
ary. Thus American Baptists about Boston 
formally assumed definite foreign missionary 
obligations. 

May 7. Judson and wife left Isle of France. 
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,June 4. Arri,·e at Madras. 
June 22. Sail from :Madras for Rangoon. 
July 13. ArriYe after tempestuous voyage at Ran­

goon, Burma. 
September. Luther Rice arrives in Boston. Con­

ference with leaders of the new society in Boston. 
October. First annual meeting of the society. 

About one thousand dollars had been raised for 
the purposes of the society. 

October 28. Baptist Missionary Society of Vir­
ginia formed at Richmond, Va. 

December 1. A Baptist Missionary Society formed 
in Philadelphia. 

December 17. Savannah Baptist Society for For­
eign l\Iissions organized in Savannah, Ga. 

1814. 

February 21. The Baptist Foreign Missionary 
Society of New York organized. 

February-April. Twelve other local Baptist Mis­
sionary Societies formed in various parts of the 
United States. 

l\Iay 18. Formation at Philadelphia of "The 
General l\Iissionary Convention of the Baptist 
Denomination in the United States of America 
for Foreign Missions." (See pp. 9-19.) 

CEXTENNIAL OBSERVANCES 

The centennial of the permanent establishment of 
the First l\Ioclcm Chrit;tian l\Iission in a purely 
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pagan country by Adoniram and Ann Hasseltine 
Judson will be appropriately observed both in 
America and in Burma. In the United States the 
centennial observances will follow the locations and 
dates given in the preceding list of centennial dates, 
and the most noteworthy of these dates will be ob­
served by Baptist churches throughout the country, 
culminating in the anniversary of the American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society in Boston, l\Ias:,;., 
in l\Iay, 1914. 

The centennial of most peculiar interest will, 
however, occur in Rangoon, Burma, in the cele­
bration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the 
landing of the Judsons in that city, ,July 13, 1813. 
Because of the hot season, which precludes all un­
usual exertions in July and during the summer 
months, the celebration is postponed until lhe 
autumn. This is especially for the benefit of the 
visitors from America, of whom it is expected there 
will be a large number. A party is announced to 
sail from San Francisco August 23, 1913, to reach 
Burma by way of Japan, China, and the Philip­
pines, and another party will sail from Boston 
in October, both meeting in Rangoon, Burma, in 
November, for the elaborate series of celebrations 
which are being arranged. These will include not 
only proper observances in Rangoon in commemora­
tion of the centennial, but journeys to the principal 
m1ss1on stations in Burma, making the American 
visitors familiar "·ith the methods, difficulties, and 
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successes of practical missionary work. These visits 
and the inspiration afforded by them cannot fail to 
arouse a deeper and more widely spread interest in 
missions among the churches at home. 

DEVELOPllIENT OF THE .MISSION'S SINCE 1900 

Burma. 

Since the publication of the first edition of this 
history, in 1900, the growth of the Baptist missions 
in Burma has not been rapid. Only four new 
stations have been established : at Kengtung, Pyin­
mana, Taunggyi, and Pyapon. Only one of these 
may be considered an advance movement, that 
at Kengtung on the border of China, which repre­
sents the new interest in the gospel among the 
Shans and other wild tribes of that region. The 
other stations are divisions of other fields made 
necessary by the growth in the number of converts. 
The advance in the missions in Burma continues to 
he chiefly among the Karens and other tribes. The 
Bnrmans as yet resist the gospel. In connection 
with the J nelson centennial celebration an effort 
is heing made to raise the number of converts 
in Burma to one hundred thousand, and the contri­
butions of native Christians to one hundred thou­
sand rupees. Of the nine hundred and sixteen 
churches in Burma, seYen hundred and seventeen 
are entirely self-supporting, a record unequaled in 
the history of Christian mis,;ions. 
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Assam. 

Two new stations have been opened in Assam ; 
one at Jorhat, for the immigrants that come from 
other parts of India to work in the flourishing tea­
gardens of Assam. The training-school for native 
preachers in the Assam Valley is also located here. 
The other new station is at Sadiya, the most ad­
vanced post in northeastern Assam. It is worthy 
of note that the first Baptist missionaries to Assam 
established therrisclvcs at Sadiya; but the station 
was abandoned in 183!) as being too far from the 
base of supplies, and is only now reopened. The 
latc,;t, and a very interesting, feature of the mission 
in Assam is the return of Rev. William E. Witter, 
D. D., a former missionary, but for many years Dis­
trict Secretary of the Society for New England. 
Doctor "Titter goes out to establish a special gospel 
work among the hundreds of students in the Gov­
ernment University at Gauhati. He finds a large 
and hopeful opening for hi,; labors. Educational 
work in Assam is well planned. 

India. 
The continued growth of the wonderful Baptist 

Telugu Mission in Southern India has compelled 
the opening of six new stations since 1900. They 
arc all divisions of older fields in which the expan­
sion of the work has surpassed the ability of one 
missionary at one station to care for it. The growth 
of the mission is indicated by a comparison of the 
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statistics on page 252, with those of the foreign 
missions given later. 

An interesting feature in the de,·clopment of the 
missions in India is the union of the missions of the 
Free Baptists in Bengal with those under the man­
agement of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society. By the union of the Baptists and :Free 
Baptists in missionary work the latter become mem­
ber::; of the society on the same terms as Baptists 
and are represented on the Board of Managers, and 
continue their contributions to the mission treasury. 
The Bengal mission was begun by the Free Baptists 
in 1838, as the result of a communication from 
Rev. Amos Sutton, an English Baptist missionary, 
which was printed in the "Morning Star." J\Ir. 
Sntton had married l\Irs. Coleman, of the Baptist 
mission in Arakan, and while visiting her relatives 
in America was the means of arousing the interest 
which led to the founding of the Telugu l\Iission in 
India by the Baptists, and of the Bengal Mission by 
the Free Baptists. Both missions have become 
strong and successful, and honored the manifest 
providence which led to their founding. 

China. 

The development of China since 1900 is one of 
the wonders of the twentieth c~ntury. The most 
ancient and autocratic empire in the world has be­
come a republic. The most ancient and thoroughly 
organized system of education the world has e,·er 
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known has been utterly discarded, and replaced by 
modern methods. The most wide-spread and 
deadly vice which has e,·er afflicted any people 
of the world has been largely suppressed in one 
decade. And the most secluded and conservative 
people in the world have thrown themselves open 
to new ideas, modern methods, and to a career 
of progress. One-fourth of the population of the 
world has waked up from a sleep of ages, and iie 
moving to take the prominent and powerful place 
\\'hich am1itt; it among the nations of the earth. 

All this is chiefly the result of Christian missions. 
l\Iission converts gained the idea of freedom ; mis­
sion schools proved the superiority of modern over 
the ancient educational methods, and started the 
most of the leaders in the revolution in China on 
their careers. It is fair to say, howenr, that the 
positive evangelistic results of the missions in China 
have not kept pace with the educational and gov­
ernmental effects. Yet there has been adrnnce 
especially in opportunity, and six new stations indi­
cate in some degree the progress of our American 
Baptist :Missions in China: two of these are in 
the South China Mission, two in the East, and 
two in the ,vest China l\Iission. All missionaries 
in China are facing the fntmc with eager anticipa­
tion. And it is noteworthy that in China union 
movements in missions have far outrun those in all 
other mission fields. The vast opportunities demand 
the strength which comes from union. 
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Japan. 

It must be admitted that the golden prospects of 
the earlier years of missions in Japan have not been 
fulfilled. This is partly due to the apathy of the 
Christian world, which neglected full improvement 
of the years when social and religions life in Japan 
was in flux and most easily molded. Ami it is 
partly due to the bright but fickle nature of the 
Japanese, who soon tired of the spiritual features of 
Christianity while eagerly availing themselves of 
the material advantages of Christian ciYilization. 
American Baptists have, however, opened three new 
stations in Japan in the last decade. The Northem 
and the Southern Baptist missionaries from the 
United States have united in one theological semi­
nary at Yokohama, and are laboring in the heartiest 
cooperation. While no longer flushed with antici­
pations of speedy and complete victory, mission­
aries iu Japan are sturdily and steadily forging 
nlwad in a contest with not too favorable conditioni-. 
Goel grant that the Christian world may not make 
the same mistake in China in its day of transforma­
tion that it made in Japan, by not seizing the day 
of revolution to put a Christian spirit into the 
changing people ! 

The Congo, Africa. 
The Congo country people have never recovered 

from the murderous and desolating poliry of King 
Leopold of Belgium, which drpopulatcd whole dis-
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tl'icts by slaying men and women by tens of thou­
sands in the mad pursuit of more rubber. By this, 
missionary advance into the interior, which at one 
time appeared so promising, was effectually checked. 
Two new stations, have, however, been opened 
nearer the coast, and the work at the older stations 
has been carried on with a fair degree of success. 

The Philippine Islands. 

Thirteen years ago Baptist mission work in the 
Philippine Islands had just begun. Early in the 
occupation by the United States, the islands were 
divided by agreement between the different Chris­
tian missions, in order that there might _be no over­
lapping, and that the work might be carried on in 
the most effective manner. To American Baptists 
were assigned Negros and Panay, in the Visayan 
group. The work centers at three stations, Iloilo 
and Capiz on Panay, and Bacolod 011 Ncgros, and 
the success has been most gratifying, the number 
of converts already surpassing those in the churches 
in Japan. The United States has done a splendid 
work in introducing general education in the Philip­
pines. The people, as a whole, can read, and the 
Baptist mission press at Iloilo is an effective 
mission agency. The New Testament has been 
translated into Visayan by Rev. Eric Lund. The 
Filipinos are cordial and easily won to the gospel, 
and the future of the mission would appear most 
encouraging were it not for the proposal before 
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Cougress at the date of this writing to give ihc 
Philippines their full independence in eight years. 
In the minds of those most familiar with the numer­
ous races of the islands, this means interracial war 
and internal disorder. The future of the islands 
under independence it is impossible to predict. 

EU?·ope. 

Not mnch worthy of special note has occmred in 
the Baptist missions in Europe during the last 
decade, except in Russia. Here the ardent hopes 
raised by the l\Ianifesto of Religious Freedom issued 
by the emperor have been crushed by a resurrection 
of the reactionary and oppressive measures of the 
priesthood of the National Church. Recently sev­
eral of the Baptist preachers who visited America at 
the time of the Baptist World Alliance in Phila­
delphia in 1911 have been again imprisoned. Rev. 
,vnhelm Fetler, of St. Petersburg, whose addresses 
while iu the United States aroused such extraordi­
nary interest, has been enabled, by contributions 
from England and America, to complete his taber­
nacle and preaches to crowds, and wins multitudes 
of converts. The opportunities for Baptist advance 
under the special conditions existing in Russia appear 
limitless, if more freedom could be secured. 'rhe 
efforts of the delegation of Baptists from England 
and America, led by Rev. Robert S. MacArthur, 
D. D., LL. D., President of the Baptist World Alli­
ance, do not appear to have gained the greater lib-
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erty for Baptists which was aske<l. It is <lifficult to 
forecast the future of Russia iu religion or in poli­
tics. The Southcm Baptist Mission in Italy continues 
to make progress, and the Baptist work in central 
Europe holds its glorious course. The organization 
of the Baptist \Vorld Alliance has brought new 
courage and strength to the Baptists of Europe, by 
bringing them into organic relations with the power­
ful Baptist bodies of England and America. 

South America. 

In 1903 the Southern Baptist Convention opened 
a mission in Argentina, the most advanced :rnd 
rapidly growing country in South America. The 
work is growing hopefully with the progress of the 
country. The missions in Brazil are extraor<linarily 
prosperous in spite of persecutions and difficulties. 

:Mexico, Cuba, and Porto Rico. 
In l\Iexico the missions of both the Northern and 

Southern Baptists have been seriously affected by 
the revolutionary <listnrbances which have afflicted 
that unhappy country during the last few years. 
Nearly all the American missionaries of all bodies 
have been obliged to return to the United States for 
safety. The future of the missions is linked with 
the political outcome of the present internal warfare. 
In Cuba the missions of both Southern and North­
ern Baptists arc full of promise. The Southern 
Baptists are pushing Sumlay-sclwol work for the 
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children, aml have found great encouragement. The 
Sorthcm Bapti:;ts have fifty-four clrnrchcs, thirty­
eight hou:;cs of wor:,;hip, and eight parsonages in 
Cuba. Both missions have large accessions every 
year. Baptist work in Cnba is the most prosperous 
work on the island. The work of the .American 
Baptist Home l\Iission Society iu Porto Rico is also 
foll of encouragement. It has there now ninety­
one churches, with four thousand eight hundred aml 
thirty-eight members, and property valued at two 
hundred and seventy-three thousand four hundretl 
and fifty dollars. The same society has recently 
adopted a mission ou San Salvador. 

Changes in Organization. 

The most important step taken by American Bap­
tists in recent years in missionary organization was 
the formation of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
This was decided on at the Anniversaries in ,v ash­
ington in 1907, and the organi~ation was consum­
mated at Oklahoma City, Okla., in 1908, and 
further perfected at Portland, Ore., in 1909. In 
a preamble the conwntion declares "its belief in 
the independence of the local church, and in the 
purely advisory nature of all denominational org:rni­
zations composed of representatives of the elm rches." 
The convention is a strictly delegated body, and the 
By-laws provide that the delegates to the conveu­
tion shall be annual members of all cooperating or­
ganizations, and that these shall regulate their 



272 AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIOSS 

expenditures, solicit funds, incur indeLtedness only 
with the approval of the convention, and shall sub­
mit thei1· books and account:; to the convention. All 
the missionary societies of the Northern Baptists 
have come into cooperation with the Northern Bap­
tist Convention, and the effect of the 01·ganization of 
the convention has been to transfer the management 
of the missionary societies and the missions from 
those who contribute to their support to the dele­
gates of the churches as a whole, changing from a 
financial to a representative basis. A system of ap­
portionment of the budgets of all the missionary 
societies among the churches has also been adopted, 
and this centennial year is signalized by a strong 
effort to raise the contributions of the Baptists of 
the Northern States to a standard of three million 
dollars. 

1813-1913. 
A survey of the first century of American Baptist 

foreign missions is a cause for wonder and gratitude 
for the past, and an incentive to more ardent and 
aggre:;sive enthu:;iasm for the future. The little 
body of Baptists, numbering about seventy thousand, 
which adopted Adoniram and Ann Hasseltine Jud­
son as its first foreign missionaries in 1813, has 
now grown to five million four hundred and fifty­
four thousand one hundred and ninety-eight. De­
spised by tlw stronger religious bodies of one hun­
dred years ago, it has now become, if the relative 
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rate of increase shown in the Unite<l States census 
of 1900 has continue<l, as will probably appear when 
the census of religious bo<lies taken in 1910 is pub­
lishe<l, the largest body of Protestant Christians in 
the Unite<l States. But more gratifying even tlian 
the growth in numbers has been the develop­
ment of spiritual breadth and power. The Baptists 
of America in 1813 were scattered an<l weak and 
without regular and adequate means of communica­
tion or of united action. The unity inaugurated 
by the formation of the first foreign missionary 
societies has gone forward in lines indicated in the 
preceding pages, until to-day the numerous mission­
ary an<l other organizations furnish facilities and 
methods for the exercise of every form of Christian 
activity. In the Southern States these activities 
center in the Southern Baptist Convention, a direct 
offshoot of the General Missionary Convention of 
1814, and in the Northern States all the principal 
organizations are cooperating in the more recently 
formed Northern Baptist Convention. And the ulti­
mate unity of all Baptists in America is expressed 
in "The General Convention of the Baptists of 
North America," the quadrennial meetings of which 
supply an occasion for all the Baptists of the "rest­
ern Hemisphere to come together to consider those 
questions which are of common concern. In these 
hundred years the Baptists of America, who, in 
1814, hardly merited the name of denomination 
assume<l in the first article of the General Mission-

s 
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ary Convention formed in that year, have become a 
complete Baptist denomination, organized not on 
Episcopal or hierarchical lines, but in accordance 
with that polity of pure democracy which has always 
been the pride and the glory of the Baptists. 

The good providence of God, which sent to 
American Baptists a missionary already on the field 
and in need of support to arouse them to the 
formation of their first missionary society, has con­
tinued to lead them in all their missionary oper­
ations abroad. It is a remarkable fact that in no 
single instance in the selection of the missionary 
fields has the original impulse proceeded from the 
management of the societies at home. Every field 
now occupied by our Baptist missions has been 
brought to the attention of the denomination by in­
fluences from abroad of one sort or another. It 
is not wrong in itself for a people to choose a field 
and send forth missionaries to any field they may 
select; but it has been the peculiar happiness of 
American Baptists always to follow the guiding 
hand of the Lord in tlie selection of their mission­
ary fields. 

They were led to Burma by the conversion of 
Adoniram Judson and his wife to Baptist •views. 
They entered Assam by the invitation of the Chief 
Commissioner of the Province. The Telugu Mis­
sion in South India and the Bengal Mission were 
established because of the appeals of an English 
Baptist missionary visiting the relatives of his 
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American wife. l\Iissions to the Chinese were 
begun by the noble act of the missionaries in Bur­
ma, in sending one of their own number to open 
Christian work among that great people. The 
founding of Baptist missions in Japan was the work 
of a sailor who first landed on the shores of that 
then secluded country on the first expedition or 
Commodore Perry, of the Unite(l States Navy. The 
Congo Mis1:,ion in Africa came to American Baptists 
because of the kindness shown to two young English 
evangelists by one who was afterwarcl secretary of 
our foreign missions. The beginning of Baptist 
mission work in South America was due to the 
devotion of Lough Fook, a free Chinaman, who 
sold himself into slavery that he might preach the 
gospel to his countrymen in Demarara. The Baptist 
mission in :Mexico was begun by two Englishmen, 
in whose work the Baptists of the United States 
later became interested. And it was the occupation 
of Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, as de­
pendencies of the United States, which led to the 
establishment of American Baptist Missions in these 
islands; while all the great and prosperous missions 
in Europe can be traced directly to the mi(lnight 
haptism of Johann G. Oncken and liis companions 
in the river Elbe, near Hamburg. In every mis­
sionary field of American Baptists God has gone 
before, like a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night, to indicate the places where the mis­
sionary feet of American Baptists should rest. And 
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he bas wondrously blessed them in the fields which 
he selected for their labors. 

That the spirit of missions is a spirit of unity has 
Leen shown not only in its effect upon the Baptists 
of America, but in the conduct of missions on vari­
ous fields. It is a fact worthy of careful consider­
ation that nearly all the most effective appeals 
for Christian cooperation and union in service han 
come from the mission fields. In Japan the North­
ern and Southern Baptist missionaries devised the 
plan for a common theological seminary, urged 
it upon the home Boards, and have put it into 
practical and harmonious operation. Northern and 
Southern Baptist missionaries have also united in 
one Baptist college at Shanghai, China. It is coop­
pcration in missionary work which has brought to­
gether the Baptists and the FreeBaptistsof the United 
States. And beyond Baptist limits the spirit of cooper­
ation and union in Christian work is extending. A hos­
pital supported by the missionary societies of four de­
nolllinations has been opened at Chengtn, ,y est China; 
and an English Baptist, Rev. Timothy Richards, 
D. D., has, by the consent of the missionaries of all 
l,odics, been placed at the head of Christian educa­
tional work, to meet the tremendous demands of tl1e 
present exigency in that great empire, now in the 
throes of a vast but peaceful revolution. The 
scheme contemplates local primary schools under 
<lenominational control and support; secondary 
schools sometimes denominational and sometimes 
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union al:i circumstanceH may indicate; but all colleges 
and professional schools are to be wholly interde­
nominational and union. 

Is not this the practical union for which our 
Savionr prayed, "that they all may be one"? 
·what does it matter if there are different loeul and 
subsidiary names, and varying forms of worship, if 
all the followers of Christ are known by the com­
mon name, Christian, and all are working in har­
mony for the crowning of Christ as King in all 
the earth? 

This spirit of union, in practical Christian work 
so manifest on the mission fields, is leavening the 
churches of all bodies at home. It appears in the 
frequent consultations of missionary officials, in the 
formation of such bodies as the Home Missions 
Council, including all evangelical denominations, the 
,voman's Home Missions Council, the ,voman's 
Interdenominational Committee for Missionary 
Education, the Laymen's Missionary Move­
ment, the Young People's Movement for Mis­
sionary Edncation, the more recent development 
of the Student Volunteer l\Iovement, the Ecumen­
ical Missionary Councils, the l\Ien and Religion 
:Movement, and the Federation of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 

In these early years of the twentieth century the 
Christian world is becoming one as never before, 
and is moving grandly on as a united army, to the 
conquest of all the world for our Lord. Let the 
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motto of the :Moravian Church be emblazoned on 
all the banners of the churches of Christ: "Noster 
Agnus Vincit: Ewn sequamw·," "Our Lamb is 
conquering: let us follow him." 

Protestant llii.~sionary Statistics of the World, 1910. 

Home income, $26,890,104; income on fields, 
$5,249,405; ordained missionaries, 6,637 ; laymen, 
3,287 ; wives, 6,758; unmarried women, 4,791 ; 
total missionaries, 21,248; ordained natives, 6,159; 
total native helpers, 91,513; total missionary force, 
113,207; stations and outstations, 45,540 ; com­
municants, 2,222,892; added in 1910, 139,899; 
adherents, 4,951,325; schools, 30,215; scholars, 
1,562,039. 
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A~IERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 

CoNTINUING THE BAPTIST GENIIRAL MISSIONARY CONVENTION OF 1814. 

STATISTICS FOR 1912. 
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11-------------1--1-,----------------- --
Burma........................................... 691 59, 194 1,687 818 893 49,214 2,747 637 23,924 S9'l,096 6 3,137 
Assam ....... _..................................... 29

1 

8 64 37~ I:!2 230 12,052 1,134 2~5 5,487 4,392 9 16,289 
South India................................... 43 29 114 1,43a 133 747 68,271 2,833 638 16,227 7,433 10 21,635 
Benge.I ......... .................. ...... ......... 8 9 25 163 7 9 700 27 58 2,000 Ml 2 5,690 
Chiua............ ............................. .. 64 39 164 380 131 221 4,940 363 121 3,022 6,670 13 25,339 
Jape.o.. .......................................... 23 18 61 209 31 184 3,580 394 2'2 1,273 4,200 ............... .. 
Africa............................................. 23 2 45 294 24 179 4,272 373 191 7,2'l3 1,741 8 5,343 
Philippines................................... 12 7 30 117 57 741 4,337 293 H _ 1,20!) _ 635 6 6,230 

•Tote.ls, Heathen Lands ............... 271 171 697 5,434 1,493 2,849 159,920 10,040 2,174 68,593 $134,059 62 89,437 

Totals, le.st yee.r ............................ 274 189 722 5,436 1,434 2,742 156,897 9,371 2,127 63,386 $122,312 52 47,760 

Europe.......................................... ...... ...... ......... 2,439 1,173 1,823 138,291 7,115 6 137 S760,626 ................ . 

Tot.Ill, Europe e.od Hee.then Lands 271 171 697 7,873 2,666 4,672 298,211 17,155 2,180 68,730! S894,685 62 89,437 

• Including last ave.ile.ble ste.tistics of st11tion• not reporting this year. 
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Abbott, Elisha L,: sailing of, H ; 
and the Bassein mission, i4, 

Adams, Joseph S., opened mission 
at HanyauA', 169. 

Adamsen, Hans, missionary in 
Siam, 157. 

A lrlca: beginning of missions In, 
39, 182; nature of missions In, 
188. 

African Baptist Misslo1Jary So­
ciet)", organization, :l9. 

African Native Church, the, 
changed to Baptist, 190. 

Allan. lllrs., gift for Liu Chiu mis­
sion, li8. 

American Bild Foreign Bible So­
ciety, formation of. 50. 

American ond Foreign Missiollary 
Society, formotion of, 91. 

Awerlcau Baptists: growth of, 
Zl8; first In United States in be­
nevolent contributions, 238; one 
denomination, 235. 

"Amel'iran Baptist," the, 92. 
American Baptist Anti-Slavery 

Convention, formation, 53. 
American Baptist Free Mission 

Socicti•, formation of, 91. 
American Baptist Home Mission 

Society: founding of, 88; mis­
sion of, in Mexico, 200: Its work 
in Cuba, 210: work of, in Porto 
Rko. ~11. 

American Baptist llllssionary 
Union, the, change of name of 
convention to, 70. 

American Baptist Publication So-
280 

cietr: takes Bible work of Bap­
tists, 52: formation of, 81; aid to 
missions in Sweden, 195. 

American Bible Society, relations 
with, 46. 

American Bible Union, formation 
of, 50. 

American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Jllissiuns, formation 
of, 9. 

Amherst, occupied, 36. 
Arakan: Judson's voyage to, 24; 

ceded to the English, 36. 
Argentine Republic, Baptist work 

in, 2ro. 
Arnold, Albert'N., missionary in 

Greece, 200. 
Arthur, J. H., missionary in Japan, 

175. 
Ashmore, William: arrival of, at 

Bangkok, 153: arrirnl of, at Swa­
tow, 163. 

Assam: opening missions in, 4~, 
122: missions to animistic races 
in, 128; new stotions In, 264. 

Atlantic cable, first use of, for Bap­
tist missions. 108. 

A ungbinle. imprisonment at. 33. 
Ava: first visit to, ~7; second visit 

to, 32; Imprisonment at, 33. 

Bald win, Thom as: correspond­
ence of, with William Carey, 6; 
with Adoniram Judson, 11. 

Bangkok: opening of mission ftt, 
152: burning of mis.slon build­
ings of, 154. 
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Banks, C. B .. first to reach Stan­
ley Pool, 216. 

Bauza ;lluntckc, revi\•al ot, 187. 
Baptism : of two thousand two 

hundred and twenty-two in one 
day, Hl; of one thousand six 
hundred and se,·enty-one In one 
day, H7. 

Baptist (iencral Tract Society: re­
mo"<"al tn Philadelphia, ,11; for­
mation of. hl. 

"Baptist )Ii~~ionarr 11agazine": 
circulati011 of, in :-outh declined, 
3 ; adopted by the Geueral Con­
Yention. 29: name of, changed, i. 

Baptist ;l(issionary Society for 
Propagating tbe Gospel in lndia 
ond other Foreign Parts, forma­
tion of, 12. 

Baptist Young People's Society, 
the first, 8. 

Baptist Youth's ~Ii s s ion a r y So­
ciety, Ne,v York, formation of, i. 

Baptists, position of, in 1812, 4. 
Barchet, S. P., missionary at Ning­

po, 167. 
Bari, Italy, baptism of church of 

se-.enty-tive members, 63. 
Ba.<sein: beginnin,: of 8gaw-Karen 

mission in, n. 10.,; separation of, 
from the ;llissionary Union, 92, 
110; self-support in, 10.,. 

Beecher, John S.: missionary at 
Bas,eiu, i6; separation of, from 
;llissionar)' Union, 110. 

Bennett, A.A., founded Yokohama 
Theological Seminary, li5. 

Bennett, Cephas, superintendent 
of Baptist Mission Press in Bur­
ma, 109. 

Bhamo, course of mission at, 112. 
Bible Day, arrangements for, 86. 
Bickel, Philip: appointed b)" 

American Baptist Publication 
Rodety, 8.1; manager of German 
Baptist Publication House, rn.,. 

Biuney, J. G.: fouude,I Karen 

Theological Seminary. 107: 
founded Rangoon Bai,tl>t Col• 
lege, 107. 

Bolles, Lucius: corresponding sec­
retary of the Geueral Conven­
tion, 31 ; and formKtlon of Home 
~lission Society, 89. 

Bond, A. L., Joss of, 65. 
Boston Association, form tl t ion 

of, 6. 
Boston, headquarters transferred 

to, 30. 
Bow~n. T. J., transferred to Bra­

zil, 61. 
Brand, J. C., missiouary at :lfito, 

177. 
Brayton, Durlin L.: translator of 

Pwo-Karen Bible, HY.J; separa­
, tion of, from the Mi,;sionarr 

Union, ll0; saw whole mis,io11-
ary growth, 239. 

Brazil, opening of mission in, 61, 
203. 

Bright, Edward: and the Telugu 
mission, 1:H; and the Congo 
mis.sion, 185; home secretary of 
the )!issionary Union, 73. 

Broady, Knut O., president of 
Stockholm Theological Semi­
nar)", 196. 

Bronson, )liles: founder of Now• 
gong Orphan Institution, 124; 
dictionary of, 124. 

Brown, Nathan: openerl mission 
in Assam, 4.i; connection with 
American Baptist Free Mis.sion 
Society, 9:;; translated New Tes­
tament into Assamese, 121; into 
Japanese, 222; missionar)· in Ja• 
pan, 1;5_ 

Brown University, the first Baptist 
educational institution, 12. 

Buel, R. F., missionary in Greece, 
200. 

Burma: chnractcr of nati-.e king­
ilom of, 21, 10-1; climate of, 22; 
Ba1,tist missions in, 102,119; cou• 



282 GE.NERAL 11-DEX 

quest- of upper, 112: editions of 
the Biule in, 109: martyrs in mis­
sions of, 117; other missions in, 
1o,i; self-support in, 119; Baptist 
missionary con,·ention in, 120. 

Burman Bible: Judson's, produc­
tion of,?.!; proYidentially saved, 
36. 

Burman church, the first, 26. 
Burman dictionary printed, 33. 
Burman theological school, be-

ginning of, 107. 
Butler, John W., founder of Bap­

tist work iu l!exico, 206. 

Camp, J. n., collections of, for 
Smithsonian Institution, 21i. 

Campbell, George, opened mission 
in Kayin, 164. 

Campbell,\\'. W., opened mission 
in the Deccan, 148. 

Canadian Baptist mission at­
tempts in Siam, 1;,5, 

Canton Station of Southern Bap­
tist Convention, 58, 160. 

Carey, Felix, in Burma, 21, 254. 
Carey, Lott, appointed missiona11·, 

40. 
Carpenter, C. H.: missionary at 

Bassein, 76; and Rangoon Bap­
tist College, 107; use of cable for, 
IM; death of, in Japan. Iii. 

Carpenter, Mrs. C. H., supported 
mission In Hokkaido, 1ii. 

Carson. A. E., opened station for 
the Kachins, 16, 116. 

Cauldwell, Thomas, treasurer, 17. 
Chanrtler, John H., mission printer 

in Siam, Jc,-1. 

Charleston Association, formation 
of, 6. 

Chase, Irah, deputy to France, 42; 
191. 

Chekiang Baptist Association, for­
mation of, 167. 

Children of missionaries In ~erv­
ice, 118. 

China: plan to r~ach west pro-r­
inces of, by Assam, 4~: missions 
in, 159; formation of Baptist 
publication society in, 161: up­
risings in, 169; since 1900, 265. 

Chlttagong, mission at, 27. 
Civil Wur, its effect on Baptist 

missions, 61, 7S. 
Clark, E. W.: as an explorer, 215; 

opened mission to the Nagas, 
127. 

Clement, E.\\'., principal of Dun­
can Academy, Tokyo, 176. 

Clough, Juhn E. : appointment os 
missionary, 12G; founded Ongole 
College, 225. 

Cochrane, W. \\'., opened station 
at Namkham, 116. 

Colley,\\',\\'., transferred to 
Yoruba mi~sion, 62. 

Colman, James: arrival of, !n 
Burma, 25; death of, 27. 

Colman, ~Irs. James, married 
Amos Sutton, 132. 

Columbian Uni-rersity: founding 
of, 29: transfer of, to Board of 
Trustees, 30. 

Commerce, services of Baptist mis­
sions to, 231. 

Concert of prayer for missions 
recommended, 29. 

Congo mission, story of, 182, 267. 
Cote, W. N., missionary in Rome, 

63,201. 
Crawford, T. P., missionary In 

China, 162. 
Cretin, J.B., author of" Tracts on 

Baptism," etc., 193. 
Cuba: opening of mission in, 66; 

division of, between Northern 
and Southern Baptist Boards, 6~, 
210; reopening of mission wo1·k 
in, 209, 270. 

Cushing, J. N.: made Shan dic­
tionary, 221; reducing Chin lan­
guage to written form. 219: trnns­
lator of Bible into Shan, 109; 
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founder of mission at Bhamo, 
112; tra,·els of, iu Shan land, 215. 

Cutler, 0. T., opeued mlssion in 
Assam, 45. 

Da'l"id, W. J., transferred to Yoruba 
mission, 62. 

Day, Snmuel S., first missiouary to 
the Telugus, H, 13:l. 

Deau, William, arrival of, in Siam. 
42, 1.53. 

Dearing, John L., president of 
Yokohnma Th•,ological Semi­
nary, 176. 

Decc1111, opening of mission in the, 
148. 

Dcmarara, Baptist mission in, 63. 
Denmark, Baptist mission in, 1~8. 
llcputatious, H, i7. 
Diaz, A. J.: com·ersion of, nnd 

founding Baptist mlssiou iu 
Cuba, 66, 211 ; with American 
Baptist Publication Society, 87. 

Dibrugarh, opening of station at, 
129. 

Dikins, Jos~ P., converted in San­
tiago, 210. 

Dowuie, D., and Nellore mission, 
l,'\J. 

Duncan Academy, opening of, li6. 
lluncan, Samuel W., interest in 

Tokro Baptist Academy, 176. 

Eager, J. H., missionary in Italy, 
201. 

East India Company, the, expelled 
the Juds0ns from Inrtia, 20. 

Ertucation, ser'l'ices of Baptist mis­
sions to, 224. 

" Edwin Forre.st," loss of the, 65. 
English Baptist llissionary So• 

ciety, formation of, 6. 

Faunce, D. W., 'l"isit of, to Greece. 
200. 

Female Mite Society, Pro'l'idence, 
R. I., formation of, 8. 

Fetzer, J. G .. professor In nam­
burg Theological Seminary, 19.s, 

Fielde, Miss Adele 11., orgauiza­
tion of Blble women by, 16-l. 

Finland, mis,ion in, 197. 
Firth, John, work of, among tea 

garden lnbnrers, 127. 
Fisher, C. II. D., opeucd work in 

llito, 176. 
Foster, John ~I., organized Bible 

classes, IG5. 
France, Baptist missions iu, 191. 
"Franc's Chapel," JOG. 
Friesen, Abram, opeued Nalgonda 

station, 149. 

Gardner, George W., visit of, to 
Greece, 200. 

Garo Missiou, character of, 125. 
General Missionary Con'l'ention of 

the Baptist Denomination in the 
L'nited States of America for 
Foreign Mlssions: dcle~ates to 
the meeting of, for organization, 
13; organizatlou of, H; constitu­
tion of, 14. 

Geography, ser'l'ice.~of Baptist mis­
sions to, 214. 

German Baptist mission, begin­
ning of, 42, 193. 

German Baptist Publication So­
ciety, 83. 

Goble, Jonathan, missionary in 
Japan, 93, li4. 

Goddard, Josiah, founded mission 
at Ningpo, 166; arrinl at Bang­
kok, 15:1: translated New Testa­
ment, 2?2. 

Goddard, J. R., translated Old 
Testnment, 167, 222. 

Goduka, Jonas, founder of the Af­
rican nati'<'e church, 190. 

Going, Jonathan, formation of 
Home ~lission Society and, 88. 

Gold Coast, mission on the, 18S. 
Gordon, A. J., and the Congo mis­

sion, 186. 
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Granger, James N., deputation to 
Burma, 7i. 

Grant, J. S .. medical missionary at 
Ningpo, 167. 

Gru'l'es, R. H., missionary in 
China, 61, 160. 

Greece, mission ln, 45, 199. 
Guinness family and the missiou 

on the Congo, 183. 
Gurney, A. K .. completed transla­

tion of Assamese liihle, l".!4, 2'.!l. 

llakkns, openiug ol mission 
among, IG-L 

Hall, Gordon, sailing of, 10, 
Hanson, Ola, reduced Chin lan­

guage to written form. 2m. 
!lanyang, opening of mission at, 

16U. 
Harriugtou, c. K., profes,;or iu Yo• 

kohama Seminary, 176. 
Harris, Norman, separation of, 

from Missionary Union, 110. 
Harris, Mrs. Robert, gift of, to Dun­

can Academy, !i6. 
Hayti, mission lo, 42, 92. 
Henderson, A. H., opened station 

at ~longoal, 115. 
Hickey, James Joi., founder of first 

Baptist church in ~lexico, 90,206. 
Holmes, J. L., murder of, 162. 
Holton, Calvin, missionary to Li­

beria, 40. 
Hough, George H.: his arrival in 

Burma, 23: retired from mission, 
36; leaves Rangoon, 24. 

Huntley, G. A,, missionary at 
Hanyang, 169. 

Indians, missions among Amer­
ican, 30, 38. 

Insein, site of theological semi-
nary, 106, 107. 

Italy, mission in, 6.1, 201. 

James, J. 8., loss ol, 6!i. 
Japan: opening of Southern Bap-

tist mi~lon in, 65; the pror-;rc!-s 
of missions in, 173, 267. 

Jenkins, Horace, principal of l!ilJle 
school at Shaohing, 166. 

Jewett, Lyman: at Prayer Meet­
ing Hill, 13.5: missionary to the 
Telugus, 133,134; transl11ted New 
Testament into Telugu, 2~l. 

Johnson, J. ""·, opened ruls8io11 i.1t 

Swatow, 16:l. 
Joucs, John Taylor, first mission­

ary to Siam, •U. 152. 
Judson. Acloniram : sailing of, 9: 

nppoiutcd missionary of the 
Baplist ConYentiou, 17: arrival 
of, in Burma, 20: IJaptism of, 11; 
lirst missionary tu healhcn king­
dom of the East, 10~: imprison­
ment of, 33: lncirlent Rt Andover 
Scmina.ry, 10; services to gcot;­
raphy, 214: translated the Bible 
into llurma.1i, 220; also 2531. 

Judsou, Ann Hasseltine: sailing 
of, 10; baptism of, 11 : return 
ol, from America, 33; death of, 
35 ; also 253!. 

Karen home mission societies, 
formation of, 10-'i. 

Karen military police, formation 
of, !H. 

Karen missions in Siam, 1:;s. 
Karen theological seminary, be­

ginning, 107. 
Kareos, tribal divisions among, 

111. 
Khamti, the ~ame as Shans. 4,=;. 
Kincaid, Eugenio. tranl of, in 

Upper Burma, 215. 
Kirkpatrick, M. B., opened station 

at Hsipaw, 115. 
Knowlton, M. J ., "the Western 

Confucius," 166. 
Kohner, Julius, missionary in Den­

mark, !n4, 
Kais, mission to, 12fi. 
Ko Thah Byu Memorial Hall, 106. 
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Le.gos, self-support at, 188. 
Lehmann, George IV., missionnry 

in Germany, 19~. 
Lehmann, Joseph, professor in 

Germnn Boptist Theological 
Seminary, 1~;. 

Liberia: opening of ru1ss1ons in, 
~o. 62, 18~; discontinuance of 
missions in, G2, 182. 

Lincoln, Heman, first president of 
American Baptist Home 11ission 
Society, 89. 

Literature, service of Baptist mis­
sions to, :!'20. 

Liu Chiu Islands, mission in, 
178. 

Livingstone Inland llission, the, 
IS-1. 

Lord, E. C., missionary at Ningpo, 
166. 

Lott Carey Foreign Missionary 
Convention, the, 189. 

Lough Fook, sold himself into 
slavery, 63. 

Loughridge, A., principal of Ou­
gole High School, 150. 

Love, llol'!lce T., missionary in 
Greece, 199. 

Lund, Eric. opened mission iu 
Philippine Islands, ISO. 

)lacGowan, D. J., opeued mission 
at Ningpo, 166. 

)lalcom, Howard, deputation to 
the missions in Asia, H. 

)lanrlalay, oi:,ening of mis.siou in, 
IH. 

)lanikan, Branlio, the first Fili­
pino Baptist, 181. 

)In.son, Francis: "The People and 
Productions of Burma," 216; 
translated the Bible into Sgaw 
Karen, 221. 

llason, Marcus C. : ns nn explorer, 
215; opened station at Tura, 125. 

)lnssachusetts Baptist Mission So­
ciety, formation of, 7. 

~lcCormick, H. P., mlssiornH}" lu 
Porto Rico, 211. 

llleehan, John s., and Baptist Gen­
eral Tract Society, 81. 

Mennonite Brethren, s11p1JOrt by, 
of missionaries tu the Telugu,, 
149. 

)Jexieo: opening of mission In, GG, 
20ti: work of Puhlicntion Society 
In, 87; first Baptist church in, 90. 

111kirs, opening of work among, 
128. 

Millionaires in 1812, 3. 
~lito, opening of work nt, li6. 
)lonroe, l\'illinm C., missionary in 

Hnyti, 42. 
)Jorris, Charles S., visit of, to Af­

rica, 189, 
)loseley, H. R., missionary in 

Cnba, 210. 
Moulmein, missionary conl"ention 

at, i7. 
Moung Ing, faithfulness of, 35. 
:Moung Nan, baptism of "the first 

Burman convert," 2G. 
Murdock, John N., aud the Congo 

mission, 184. 

Nagas, opening of mission to, l2i. 
Nalgonda, openiug of station at, 

148. 
National Baptist ~lissionary Con­

vention, the, 1S9. 
Ncllore, opening of station at, H. 
New Eugland, commerce or, and 

effects or war of 1812 on, 2. 
New York Baptist ~lissionary Con­

vention, 89. 
New York Baptist Missionary So­

ciety, formation of, 8. 
Ne,v York, the Baptist Forelg-n 

l\lissionary Society, formation 
of, 12. 

Newell, Samuel and Harriet, sail­
ing of, 10, 2:;8. 

Ningpo, opening of mi~slon at, ]f,fi, 

Xorway, mi~sion in,~:;, lYI. 
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Nott, Samuel, sailing of, 10, 258. 
Nowgong Orphan Asylum, found­

lug of, 124. 

O'llalloran, J. R., mis~ionary iu 
Cuba, 210. 

Oncken, Johann G., Laptism of. 
12, rn4. 

Ongolc: evangelistic methods of, 
influence otlwr missions, HY; 
!lrst mis,iou hou,e at. 13G; great 
tugatheri11g at. lJG: Prayer 
Mcetiug Hill at, 1:i5; suWivision 
of its field, H7; Baptist college 
at, 1ao. 

Osgood, S. )I., priuter of Judson's 
Bible, 109. 

Oungpenla, imprisonment of Jud­
sou at, 33. 

Packer, John, and Rangoon Bap­
tist College, 107. 

Parshley, W. B., professor in Yoko­
hama Theological Seminary, 1 iG. 

Pascoe, Cephas, missionary in 
Greece, !D9. 

Peck, John ~I., appointed missiou­
ary, 30. 

Peck, Solomon, deputation to 
Burma, i7. 

Pentecost on the Congo, the, 187. 
Perrine, S. A., established training 

:-;chool in Assam, 1:!i. 
Petrick, C. E., labors among tea 

garden workers, 127. 
Philadelphia Association, forma­

tion of, 6. 
Philadelphia Baptist Missionnry 

Society, formntion of, 8. 12, 13. 
Philippine Islands mission, the, 

180, 2138. 
Phillips, E. G.: as nn explorer, 

215; opened station at Tum, 
125. 

Philology, contributions of Bap­
tist missions to, 218. 

Phiuney, Frank D., superintend-

ent of Baptist mission press in 
Burma, 110. 

Poatc, Thomas P., missionary in 
Japan, 1;5_ 

Porto Rico, Baptist work in, 211. 
Post, Albert L., president of Amer­

ican Baptist Free Mission So­
ciety, !r2. 

Powell, W. D., missionary in Mex­
ico, 208. 

Prayer J\leeting Hill, history of, 
135. 

Price, Jonathan: arrival lu Bur­
ma, 31 ; rctirL"'-1 from mi:-;:::;iou, 3G. 

Printiug press iu Burma, use of, 
108. 

Ramapatam, theological s e 01 i -
nary at, 146. 

Rangoon Baptist College, fouud­
ing of, 107. 

Rangoon, capture of, br the Eng­
lish, 33. 

Rangoon Sgaw-Karen mission : 
beginning of, 10:); separation of. 
from the ~!issionnry Union, ~~. 
110. 

Revolution, war of the, results of, 
l. 

Rhees, Henry H., missionary in 
.Japan, 175. 

Rice. Luther: saili11g of, 10; bap­
tism of. ll; returu of, to Amc1·­
ica, 11; nppointe<l missionary of 
the Baptist Convention, 17. 

Richards, Henry, missionary l\t 
Banza Mnnteke, l~i. 

Roberts, I. J.: withdraw:,.! of, 
from the General Convention. 
!">..~; mi~sionary cnreer of, 59. 

Rolic1·ts, \\'. H., reduced Chiu lan­
guage to writing. 219. 

Rohrer, J. Q. A., loss of, 65. 
Rome: opcniug or missiou in, 62; 

chapel in, 63. 
Rose, A. T.: head of Burman theo­

logical school, l0i ; separation 
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ol, from the llissionnry Union, 
llO. 

Rostnn, J, C., deµntntion to 
~·ranee. ~2. 192. 

Russia, Baptist work in, 198. 

Sadiy11, first station in Assam, 12~. 
saillens, Renlieu, with<lrcw from 

~It:.\ll mis~ion, 19:.?. 
S:i kellnrios, Ds•metl'ios Z., mi s -

sionary iu Greece, 200. 
Salem Bible Translation and For­

eign Missionary Society, forma­
tion of, 8. 

Sandoway: resort for persecuted 
Karen Christians, 75; reopeuing 
ol mission ,vork at, ll5. 

Snndy Creek Association, forma­
tion of, G. 

Saratoga, Bible conference of, 1883, 
51. 

Savannah Baptbt Society for For­
eign ::>fissions, formo.tlon ol, 12. 

Science, contributions of Baptist 
missions to, 21G. 

Scott, J. H., suppnrted by the 
Woman's Society of California, 
98. 

Sears, Barnas, baptism of Oncken 
and others, 42, 19~. 

Self-support, beginning in Bns­
sein mission, 713. 

Scram pore mis~ion, hulia: cor~ 
respondence of, with America, 
G: nld ol, to the J11dsons. 21, 23. 

Shanghai, station ol the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Gl, 162. 

Rhans, mission to the, 45. 
Sharp, Daniel, and formation of 

Home Mission Society, 89. 
Shuck, J. Lewis: joined the 

Southern Baptist Convention, 58, 
1,,3: baptized the first convert 
in China, 160. 

Siam: opening of mission in, 42. 
152; mission to Chinese in, 155; 
wissiou to Karens In, 155. 

Sierra Leone, Baptist mission Ju, 
6'' 

Simmons, E. Z., missionary at Can­
ton, lGI. 

Sims, A.: first to rcnch Stanier 
Pool, 216; made dictionary of 
Kitekc and Kiyausl, ll~; ,·!sit 
of, to Ameri('u, 18ci. 

Sluvery, divlslon of llaptl!--:ts 011 

the sllujcct of, 53. 
Sloan, W. U., wissionary in Bur­

ma ancJ Mexico, 207. 
Swith, Samuel F., author of" The 

Loue Star," 134. 
Smith, S. J., mission printer in 

Siam, 154. 
Sociology, services of Baptist mis­

sions to, 227. 
Southern Baptist Convention: 

formation of, 5G; first Mission 
Board to hold property in inte­
rior of China, lGI : opened mis• 
sion in Japan, 178; mission of, in 
Mexico, 206, 270. 

Stadling, Jonas, missionary of the 
American Baptist Publication 
Society, 84. 

Sta11ghton, Wllliam : elected cor­
re.spnnding secretary of M is -
sionary Society, 17: resignation 
of, 31. 

Stevens, Edward A., founded the 
Burman theological school, 107. 

Stevens, Ed ward 0., visit of, to 
Siam, 157. 

Stow, Baron, and Bo.ptist General 
'l'ract Society, 81. 

Suichnufu, opening of mission at, 
168. 

Sutton, Amos: married ~lrs. 
James Colman, 28, 133; address 
by, on Telngus, 44, 13:1. 

Sw11tow, opening of mission at. 163. 
Sweden, Baptist mission in, 195. 

Taiplng rebellion, relation of, to 
Baptist missions, 59. 
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Tnlnings in Siam, mission to the, 
157. 

Taylor, Genri;e B., superintendent 
of Bnptist missions in Italy, 201. 

Ten gnrdeu lal.Jo1·ers, mission to, 
126. 

Teague, Colin, 11ppointed mission-
11ry, 40 

Telugu Baptist Publication So­
ciety, SG. 

Telugu converts from out-castes, 
lH. 

Telugu mission: discussions re• 
g11rJing ah,rndoumeut of, J:!3; 
education in the, 1,,0. 

Tdugus, mission to, 43, 132. 
Tenasserim, ced~d to English, 36. 
"The Lone St11r," 44, 132, 134. 
"The llorning St11r," l0'J. 
"The Religious Herald," 109. 
''The Trie1rniaJ Convention," 17. 
Thomas, Jacob, death of, 123. 
Thomson, R. A .. opened mission 

iu Liu Chiu Islands, li8. 
Tnrn., mi~sion at, 12J. 
Tnrtey, Baptist mission iu, 85. 

Upcrnft, \\'illiam, opened mission 
in Western Chinn, 168. 

\'an Meter, Henry L., missionary 
a. t Bo.ssei n, 76. 

\'an Meter, W. C., missionary in 
Rome, Itnly, 85. 

Vinton, Justus H.: "The m:in 
who sa\'ed our li\•es.'' 105: sep• 
aration from the ~lissionary 
Union, 110. 

\'irgiuh,. Baptist Missionary So­
ciety of, formation of, 12. 

\\'ade, Jonathan, arrivnl of, in 
Burma, 32. 

Waldo, Miss S. E., missionary in 
Greece, 200. 

\\'alter, Wnrehnm, editor of "The 
American Baptist," 92. 

Waring, C. M., missio11ary tu Li­
beria, 40. 

Warner, George, opened mission 
in \\'est China, 168. 

\\'arreu Association, formation of, 
6. 

\\'urren, Jonnh G., replr of, to Ly­
m1111 Jewett, 13;;_ 

Webster, Dal'id, only Baptist mis­
sionary t·esidcut iu North Stam, 
156. 

Welch, James E., appointed mis­
siona,·y, 30. 

Wheelock, E. \\',: arril'nl of, in 
llnrma, 25 ; death of, 26. 

Westrup, John O.: murder ol, 66; 
missionary of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, 207. 

Westrup, T. M., missionary in 
:Mexico, GG, 00, 20G. 

Wiber<J, Andreas, appointed by 
Americau Baptist Publication 
Society, 84, 195. 

Willard, Emstus, missionary to 
1''rauce, 42, rn2. 

Williams. .Tohn, correspondence 
with William Carey, 6. 

Willwarth, Isaac, missionary to 
Fr11nce, 42, l'JI. 

Woman's Bnptist )lissionnry Soci­
ety: the first, 8: formation of, 9G. 

Woman's Bil.Jle Society of Phila­
delphia, accepted Mr. A. J. Diaz 
as missiou:11-r, 67. 

Woman's Home Mission Societies, 
formntion of, 100. 

\\'oman's Missionnry Uoiou, for­
mation ol, W. 

Wood, George, !lgcnt of Baptist 
General Tract Society, 81. 

Yates, Matthew T., missionary iu 
China, 61, 162. 

Yol;ohama. for1ontion of Baptist 
church at, li5. 

Yoruba: opening of mission lo, 
62; re-opening of mission in, 62. 




