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TO HIS ROYAL IIIGHl'>ESS 

FRANCIS-ALllERT-AUGUSTUS-CHARLES-EMANUEL 
' 

llUK!l OF S,L\:E, l'Rl:-iCll OF COllOUI\G AND GOTIIA, ETC. 

TnE deep interest which your Royal Highness has 
taken in the Niger Expedition is not the only 
reason which prompteu the \Vriter to aspire to the 
honour of your distinguished patro11age. The 
House of Saxony is pre-eminently iuentified with 
the great lteformcr; and the protection which it 
yiehleu to Luther against the power of Home will, 
through all ages, rcdoimu to its honour. The 
force of these considerations is still farther aug­
mented hy the alliance of your Royal Highness 
with the British throne; for, from the commence­
ment of the London Missionary Society, the Kings 
of England have been the uniform patrons of its 
litcratm·c. The Narrative of its First great ~1is­
sionary Voyage, performed in the years l i9G, l 797, 
am! 1798, was dedicated to Georb.-e Ill., by whose 
order the Voyages of Discovery were first under­
taken which brought into view the numerous 
Islands of the Pacific Ocean. The Voyages and 
Travels round the \Y arid, made by a Deputation 
from the same Society, between the years 1821 and 
1829, were inscribed to William IV. The same 
sovereign also graciously accepted the dedication 
of the Missionary Enterprises in the South Seas, hy 
my late lamented brother, the Rev. John Williams. 
On these gro1mds I solicited the permission which 
your Hoyal Highness has so condescendingly 
granted, of dedicating thi.; volume to the Illus­
trious Consort of the British Queen. 

Your Hoyal Highness is well aware that all 
methods of effecting the civilization of Africa, 
apart from tlie Gospel of Christ, have hitherto 
proved abortive ; hut it is presumed that the pre. 
sent Narrative will demonstrate that, in every 
instance where the Gospel has been introduced, it 
has effected a complete revolution in the character 
and habits of its people. Philosophy must even­
tually confess her impotence; the pride of Science 
he humbled; and the fact he universally acknow­
ledged, that the Gospel of Christ is the only instru­
ment which can civilize and save all kindreds and 
nations of tl,c earth. This has been verified hy the 
la hours of lllissionaries in South Africa, and we 
have only to publish it through the length and 
breadth of that g1·eat Continent, in order to elevate 
and cheer its degraded and sorrowing inhahitants, 
and introduce them to the fellowship of civilized 
nations. To those who sincerely desire to prove 

benefactors lo that afllieted land, nothing remains 
hut to apply the means already at our disposal. In 
this high enterprise of religion and humanity all 
may share•, and it is surely worthy the combined 
efforts of all classes of all countries. Nor is there, 
I humbly conceive, any other undertaking among 
men so deserving the patronage of Princes and the 
smile of Kings. In this great ,vork, lllcrchants, 
Politicians, Philosophers, Philanthropists, and 
Statesmcn,-all may find an appropriate place and 
perform a laudable service. 

To this stupendous enterprise your Royal High­
ness enjoys the means of rendering signal benefit. 
A lively interest on the part of your ltoyal Highness, 
in the difforent Christian Missions which have 
heen, or which may yet he, established in Africa, 
would be attended with consequences of incalcu­
lable value. Of the influence which may he 
exerted on a whole nation by a single Prince, 
enlightened by Philosophy and animated by Piety, 
Don Henry, Duke of Viseo, the fifth son of John I., 
as your Hoyal Highness will remember, bas left an 
illustrious example. This distinguished personage 
was the first royal European friend to Africa. lie 
to whom the School of l\Iodcrn Navigation owes its 
origin, and to whom Portugal is indebted for all 
the glory of her discoveries, was impelled, in all 
his projects, through a long life, by the spirit of 
i\lissions. Ilis achievements in relation to Africa 
have immortalizeu his name; but a work immea­
surably greater still remains to be accomplished on 
its behalf. The honour of this work, I would 
fondly hope, is reserved for my beloved country ; 
and that the historians of fu tnre times will record 
that Prince Henry of Portugal found a successor 
and superior in Prince Albert of England. 

i\lay that gracious Providence, to whose pro­
tecting power the \Vriter owes so much, preserve 
your Royal Highness, and your Royal Cousort, our 
Illustrious Queen, through many years, to promote 
the glory of God and the welfare of mankind! 

I ha vc the honour to remain, 
Your Hoyal Highness's 

~lost humble, most obliged, and 
l\lost grateful Servant, 

HOBERT i\lOFFAT. 
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PREFACE. 

THE writer offers the following pages to the 
churches of his country as an humble contribution 
to their stock of knowledge relative to heathen 
lands. It contains a faithful record of events 
which have occurred within the range of his ex­
perience and observation, and supplies much that 
may serve to illustrate the peculiar attributes of 
African society. It may, he ventures to hope, 
tend materially to promote the study of' the phi­
losophy of missions. It will furnish both the Sage 
and the Divine with facts for which perhaps they 
were not prepared, and exhibit phases of humanity 
which they have not hitherto observed. It will 
further show that, amid circumstantial differences, 
there is a radical identity in the operations of 
human depravity, in Asia, in Polynesia, and in 
Africa; and that while the Gospel is the only, it is 
also the uniform, remedy for the distress of a 
world convulsed by sin, and wi·ithing with anguish. 
It will present striking examples of the complete 
subjugation of some of the fiercest spirits that ever 
trod the burning sands of Africa, or shed the blood 
of her sable otTspring. 

The Writer has indulged but slightly in philo­
sophical disquisition, as he deemed it his province 
principally to supply facts. lie leaves it witl1 men 
of leisure and reflecting habits to analyze, compare, 
and deduce from those facts such doctrines as they 
supply. Indeed, little in this way can be added to 
the luminous works of Drs. Campbell and Harris, 
and l\Iessrs. Hamilton, Noel, and others, by whom 
the subject of l\Iissions has been so learnedly and 
eloquently illustrated. IIe hopes no apology will 
be deemed 1wcrssary for any imperfections which 
may appear in the preparation of his Narrative. 
The collocation of terms, and the polish of periods, 
have made but a small part of his studies. Snrh 
pursuits, he conceives, were not the objects for 
which he was sent to Africa, and they would have 
but ill comported with the circumstances in which 

he spent a large portion of his arduous life on that 
benighted continent. He feels confident that let­
tered men will look into the pages of an African 
Evangelist fcir things far more substantial and im­
portant than the graces of composition-an accom­
plishment which the Author mnch admires, lmt to 
which he makes no pretension. He makes his 
present appearance before the Ilritish public less in 
the capacity of an Author than of a Witness, who 
most earnestly desires to establish and to enforce 
the claims of perishing, and helpless, and all but 
friendless millions, for whom he has hitherto lived 
and laboured-whom he ardently loves, and ,vith 
whom-all black, barbarou~, and benighted as they 
arc-he hopes to live, Jabour, and die 1 

Inured to active habits, and unaccustomed to 
sedentary pursuits as the Writer has been, he has 
found the preparation of the present volume, in 
addition to the translation of the Scriptnres and of 
other hooks, and the almost unremi ttiug labours of 
the pulpit aud the platform, an arduous under­
taking. This task has been attended with a mul­
tiplicity of mental exercises of a very diversified 
character. Some of these exercises have been 
solemn and painful, others sweet and soothing. 
He bas been led to retrace the windings of a loug 
and chequered pilgrimage, and to Jive over again 
much of his by-gone life. The review has, in 
many parts, been deeply humbling, but in all 
highly profitable. It has been refreshing to re­
count the mercies of the God whom he sen-e~, 
which have been abundantly vouchsafed to him 
and his household in distant climes, and amid 
savage men. He has also ofttirues rejoiced in 
spirit, when he called to mind the displays of 
divine grace which have attended his very im­
perfect efforts to save the lost, and to benefit those 
who had no benefactor. Of time, however, he has 
often been reminded, that, as much is gone, little 
remains; while eYen that little trembles in the 
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balance of an awful uncertainty. Of those who 
began at the same period with himself the career of 
missionary toil, the greater number have sunk into 
the grave; and not u few of those who followed 
long nftcr, have also been gathered to their fathers. 
He is especially reminded of one, much honoured 
and endeared, whose tragical death, of all others, 
has most affected him. John Williams und he 
were accepted by the Directors at the same time, 
and designated to the work of God, at Surrey 
Chapel, on the same occasion. The fields of their 
service were both arduous, although of a widely 
different character. After much trial and many 
dangers, both have been permitted to return to 
their native land, and to publish narratives of their 
respective labours. Thus far they run parallel; 
but here they part company. "The Martyr of 
Erromanga" h,is finished his course, and rests from 
his labours; while his early frieml still lives 
amidst the conflict. The Writer now feels that his 
work in England is done, and that the spirit of the 
stranger and the pilgrim is stealing powerfully 
over him. He longs once more to brave the 
mighty ocean ; and eagerly anticipates the hour 
when he shall again reach the shores of his adopted 

/Va/worth, London; 
lJlay 2-:1, l6.j2. 

country, and appcur in the midst of the children of 
the Wildcrncs.~. 

Amidst the dangers of the Deep, nnd the trials of 
the Desert, the Author will reflect with satisfaction 
upon the testimony he has left behind him to the 
condition and claims of the far-distant tribes of 
South Africa. He is not without hope that it will, 
in some measure, serve to give him an interest in 
the sympathies nnd prayers of the Christian public 
when he will be "fur hence among the Gentiles." 
He leaves it to the churches of Britain as a me­
mento of poor, degraded Africa. He hopes that all 
who peruse it, reflecting upon that unhappy and 
much injured region, will feel the urgency of its 
claims, and fervently supplicato the Throne of 
Grace on its behalf! 

He bequeaths his book as a legacy of grateful 
affection to the multitudes of all classes, from whom 
he has receive(! tokens of personal kindness, which, 
while lifo lasts, he will ever remember; anll as an 
expression of a deep solicitude to promote the dif­
fusion of the Gospel in that Continent to which his 
labours have been more especially directed. 

R. 1\1. 
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~iISSIONARY LABOURS. 

CHAPTER I. 

G~ncral ,·iew of the slate of Afric.-a-Alte-mpls to explon•­
Suplmsed origin of the Hntlt>nlots-Huw pop11latio11 t'X­

lf-'lllll'cl-Orh:in of the Bushmen Trihei-Thcir t>xlc11t­
lh•cl111ana Dushmt>n-Tl1cir suff,•rin~ a11U dPirad,1tio11-
Vitriel\' of dble1·t accouutP.d for-The Tamahas-:\1t>l.m­
diolv 

0

Yie1A· of Bushman connlr\'-The Kafir origin and 
r.har;cter-C.H1Dll'ies or the 1:1~~1tos anrl Br'chu:10as-Na­
m:u1ua.s and Damaras-D<!se1·iptioo of the Karroo-.-\ dry 
and U:Lrn•h country. 

Tm: continent of Africa, though probably the most 
aucieut field of geographical enterprise, still is, and 
there is reason to believe that it will long continue 
to -be, the least explored portion of onr earth. 
Though ouce the nursery of science and literature, 
the emporium of commerce, and the scat of an 
empire which conteuded with Rome for the so,e­
reiguty of the worhl,-the cradle of the ancient 
church, and the asylum of the infant Sadour, yet 
Africa still presents a comparative blank on the 
map. as well as in the history of the world. Though, 
according to Herodotus, it was circumnavigatc-J hy 
the Phcenicians long before the Christian era, and 
its coast was the first object of maritime discovery 
after the compass had inspired seamen with con­
fidence to leave shores and landmark~, and stand 
forth on tl1e boundless deep; yet to this day its 
interior regions continue a mystery to the w hitc 
man, a land of darkness and of terror to the most 
fearless and enterprising traveller. Although in 
no country has there been· such a sacrifice of men 
to the enterprise of discovery-of men the most 
intelligent and undaunted, of men impelled not by 
gross cupidity, bnt by refined philanthropy-yet, 
notwithstanding such suflcring and waste of human 
life, we are only acquainteJ with the fringes of that 
immense continent, and a few lineaments at no 
great distance from its shores. 

Africa had once her churches. her colleges, her 
repositories of science and learning, her Cyprians 
and bishops of apostolic renown, and her nohle 
anny of martyrs; but now the funeral pall hangs 
over her wide-spread domains, while her millions, 
exposed to teufol,l horrors, descend like a vast 
funereal mass to the regions of woc. Christendom 
has been enriched by her golJ. her drugs, her 
in,ry, and bodies and souls of men; and what has 
been her recompense? A few crucifixes planted 
around her shores, guarded by the military fort 
and the roar of cannon. Had it not been for British 

power and British sympathy, under the f:n·our of 
llea,·cu, Africa, to this day, with ,carcely <me ex­
ception, might ha Ye had the tri-coloured Hag waving 
on her hosom, li(•aring the ensigns of the mystery 
of Babylon, the crescent of the false prophet, and 
the emblems of pagan darkness, from the shores of 
the l\leditcrrancau to the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

" The countries extending throughout by far 
t)1e greater portion of the vast stp·face just mcn­
honc,l arc, as regards soil and capabilities, amonn­
tlie finest in the ,rorld; but the population of th~ 
,~·hole, with the exception of Egypt in ancient 
hmcs. aml the population of the shores of the i\ledi­
tcrranean when uuder the Carthaginian, the Homan, 
and the hrightcr days of Arab sway. ha,·c been, 
through e,cry age, and are still. snnk into the 
lowest depths of ip10rnnce, superstition, disorgani­
zation, and debasement; the glimmerofch·ili,ation. 
which for a time appeared in Nubia and Abnsinia, 
eompa~ed ,with the whole, scarcely foruiing an 
exception.'* 
. Befo_rc entering iuto a detail ofmissionaryopcrn­

twns, 1t may be proper to glance briefly at the 
position, extent, aud character of some of the ficllls 
which have beeu occupied. 

The bold and monntainons promontory of the 
Cape was first discovered by Bartholomew Diaz, 
the Portuguese navigator, and was taken possession 
of by the Dntch in lu52. At that period the wlwle 
of what is now designatccl the Cnlnny was inhabited 
hy Hotteutots proper. whose history and origin, 
from their physical appearance, language, and cus­
toms, continue involvc<l iu profound mystery. They 
resemble none of the Kafir, Ilcchnana and Damara 
nations. which hound the diflercnt tribes of that re­
markable people, extending from Angra, Pcquena 
Hay, on the west, to the Great Fish Uiver on the 
cast. The whole race is distinct from all others 
with which we arc acquainted. Taking the Hot­
tcntots, Corannas, ;\' amaqnas. and Bushmen, as a 
whole, they arc not swarthy or black, but rather of 
a sallow colour, and in some cases so light, that a 
tinge of red in the check is perceptible, especially 
among the Bushmen. They are generally smaller 
in stature than their neighbours of the interior; 
their visaie and form very distinct_. and in general 
the top of the head broad and flat; their faces taper­
ing to the chin, with high check bones, flat noses, 
and large lips. Siuce the writer has had oppor-

• .)l'Quecu's Geographic-al Sun·ey of Africa. 
n 
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tunities of seeing ruen, women, am! children from 
China, he feels strongly inclined to think with 
Barrow, that they approach nearest, in their colour 
and iu the coustrnction of their features, to that 
people than to any other nation. Since his aJTirnl 
in England, this supposition has been strengthened 
hy seeing two blind Chinese children, whom, had 
he uot been prnionsly informed, he woul<I have 
taken for Ilottcntots; and if they had bad their 
eyesight, the rescmhlance would have been mnd1 
more striking. It is well known that the Hotten­
tots inhabit the southern point of Africa, and spr<>ad 
northward; while the Bushmen, the most northerly, 
exist among the inhabited regions, where they con­
tinue perfectly distinct, and, which is very rcmark­
ahle, do not become darker in their complexion, as 
is the case with all the other tribes that inhabit, or 
have inhabited, tbe tcirri<l zone. If they had been 
gipsies from Egypt, as some have thought, it is 
another singular circumstance that they should not, 
during the successive ages which they must have re­
quired slowly to aJvauce through nearly ,;ooo miles 
of territory, have a<lo]'te<l one word of the language 
of the myriads ,vith whom they came in contact, or 
one of their customs of any description, not nen 
that of sowing seed in the earth. It may not be 
consi<lereJ chimerical to suppose that when the 
sous of Ham entered Africa, by E:rypt, an<l the 
Arabians by the Red Sea, that the Hottentot Jli·o­
gcnitors look the lead, and grn<lnally advanced in 
JJroportiou as they were urged forward by au in­
creasing population in their rear, until they reached 
the enus of the earth. It may also be easily con­
ceived by those acquainted with the emigration of 
tribes, that <luring their progress to the south par­
ties remained behind, iu the more sequestered and 
isolated spols, where they had located while the 
nation moved onward, and research may yet prove 
that that remarkable people originally came from 
Egypt.* At all events. it is e1·idcnt that they have 
arisen from a race distinct from that of their neigh­
bours. and extended inland, inhabiting the most 
fertile spots, till their comse was arrested on the 
east by the bl>ld and warlike Kafirs, and on the 
north by the Bechuana and Damara. It is pro­
bable that they stretched out into Great Namaqua­
lan<l, along the westel'll division of the colony, till 
prevented by a desert country, beyond which lay 
the Damm-as; and then again they procee,le<l from 
Little l\ amaqualand, eastward, along the cooling 
banks of the Gariep or Orange Hi,·er, richly fringed 
with overhauging willows, towerin~ acacias, and 
kharree trees and shrubs, umbrageous at all seasons 
of the year. Thus, by the localities of the country 
they became separated into three great divisions, 
Ilotteutots, Corannas, and lesser and g-rcater ~ama­
c1uas. Prom time immemorial these have been the 
boundaries of their haliitations, while the desert 
wastes and harren mountain ravines which inter-

"' A few C\"cniug:~ ago I ,-..-as in the company of a Syrian 
"ho laLcly came from E:,::,pL. On g1d11g him a s11t-cimen 
:ttad a 1lcscriptio11 of the Iloltentot l:rn~u;1;.!t' 1 he i-t•ma1 kL·d 
th:tt he_lwd St't'n s1:l,·t's iu th~ market at Cairo, hronght a 
1-{reat tlbtance from tht- iuLt-rior, who spoke a similar lan­
guage, and wt're not near :,o dilrk culourt•d 3.s s1,lH'S iu 
g-ellt'ral. This enrrolu1r,,1c.-. lhe st,Llcmt'u\i; ol'ancienl aulhor~, 
whose <le.scription of a pt•o1-1lt· i11hab1Liu~ tht' iutt•rior rt':,:ions 
of D()rtht>rD Africa, au:,wets lo thal uf the Ilutteuluts and 
Unshmc11. 

Yeue<l hecame the refuge and domains of the Bush­
men, who are emphatically the children of the 
desert. 

All these possess uearly the same physical charac­
teristics, the same manuers and customs. I ha,·e 
had in my presence genuine Hottentots, Corannas, 
and :\'amaquas, who had met from their respective 
and distant tribes for the first time, and they con­
verseJ with scarcely any difficulty. All use the 
same weapous. the ,1uiver, how, and poisoned 
arrows, of which the tribes beyond are ignorant, 
except such as border on them, like the Batlapis, 
who say they adopted that new mode of warfare in 
order to comJJele with them and the Bushmen, from 
both of whom they obtained these weapons, whicli 
they haw not yet learned to manufacture. 

The Bushmen are the most remarkable portion 
of the Ilottentot nation. Yarions opinions have 
been offered oo the origin and state ol' the llollen­
tots, among which is that of Gibbon, that " they 
were the connecting link between the rational and 
irrational creation." If he had been acquainted 
with the Ilushmen, who are unquestiouahly inferior 
to the Hottentots, he wouhl ha,·e felt more con­
fidence in this strange and long exploded theory. 
Some say they are the progenitors of the uation; 
others, that they are an entirely distinct race; and 
others. again, that they are Hottentots, who ha,·e 
been directly or indirectly plundered of their cattle 
bv the Dutch farme1·s. That the Bushmen arc the 
p~ople from whom the Ilottentot tribes have de­
scended is irreconcilable with existiug facts; that 
they arc a distinct race is still further from pro­
bability; an,! that they are plundered llotteutots is, 
iu my bumble opinion, a i,reposterous notion, re­
sulting from limited information ou the subject. 
If this were to be admitted, theu we must also 
admit that the Hotten tots, iu being <lepriYe<l of their 
cattle, and becoming Bushmen, were deprived of 
their language also; for it is well known, from the 
earliest recor<ls that can be ohtained on the subject 
of' their language-which ha.s, in addition to the 
]dick of the llottcntot. a croaking in the throat­
that they nc,·et· understood each other without 
interpreters. 

Another fact is, that the Bushmen are to be fonn<l 
scattered, though thinly, among all the Bechuaua 
tribes of the interior with which we are acquainted, 
e\'en as far as the :\lampoor Lake, about eight hun­
dred miles north of Lattakoo. The Marosa, or 
llaroa Bushmen, are found of the same description 
as those just beyond the boundaries of the colony; 
au<l from the oldest traditions we can find among 
the Corannas and l\amaquas, who arc the unmixt•<l 
Ilotteutots, as also from the Bechuauas, it may be 
demonstrated that they existed a waudcriug people 
without homes, or cattle, or even nationality of 
character. That they descended from Jlottentots 
requires little argument to prove. l'rohahly there 
are connected with all the trihcs of Africa numbers 
of a uomadic character, whose origin will throw 
light on the history of the Bushmen. A parallel 
is furnished by the followiug facts of the case, 
which liave hundreds of times come under my own 
obsen-ation dming a residence of more than twenty 
years among the Bechuaua tribes. Connected with 
each of the towns among that people. there are 
great numbers of what are called ·• Ilalala," poor 
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ones, who stantl iu the same relation to the llcl'hu­
anas as the Jlushu,en formerly stootl in to the IIot­
tentots, and whose origin doubtless was of the same 
uatnre. These Halala were once inhabitants of the 
towns, and have been permitted or appoiute<l to live 
in connt1·y plal'es for the pmpuse of procuring skins 
of wild animals, wild honey, aud roots, for their 
respective chiefs. The 1111mher of these country 
residents \V'1.'i increased by the iuuate love of liherty, 
and the sl'arci ty of food in towns, or within the 
boundaries to which they were confined by water 
and pasture. These again formed themselves iuto 
small communities, though of the most tempomry 
character, tl.H~ir calling requiring 1uigration, having 
no cattle of any <lescri ption. Acenstome<l from 
infancy to the sweets of comparati,·e liberty, which 
they vastly preferred to a kiu<l of vassalage in the 
towns, or kraals, they would make any sacrifice to 
please their often distant superiors, rather thau be 
confined to the irksomeness of a town life. Such 
is their aversion, that I have known chiefs take 
armed men, and trnvel a hundred miles into desert 
places, in order to hring back Balala, whom they 
wished to assist them in watching and hanesting 
the gardens of their wives; and in such seasons 
they will frequently wander about, and fix their 
domiciles in the most desert and unfre'lueute<l spots 
to escape this easy, but to them galling duty, which 
is only reqniretl in a year of plenty. 

Though in general they arc ahle to state to what 
chief or tribe they belong, yet, from want ofiutcr­
course, and from desolating wars, which are only 
waged where there is a prospect of plunder, great 
numbers of them heeome, in their isolated position, 
independent. They are never permitted to keep 
cattle, and are exposed to the caprice, cupidity, and 
tyranny of the town lords, whenever they happen 
to come ill their way. They live a hungry life, 
being dependent Oil the chase, wild roots, berries, 
locusts, and, indeed, anythiug eatahlc that comes 
within their reach; an<l when they hal'e a more 
than usual supply they will hnry it in the earth 
from their superiors, who arc in the habit of taking 
what they please. Hesistance on their part would 
he instantly avenged with the deadly javelin. When 
hunting parties go out to kill game, the Balala, 
men and women, arc employed to carry grievous 
burdens of flesh to the rendezvous of the hunters ; 
in return for which they receive the offals of the 
meat, and are made drudges so long as the pa11y 
remains. They are never penuit_ted to wear the 
furs of foxes and other animals they obtain. The 
flesh they may eat; hut the skins are conveyed to 
the towns, for which they obtain a small piece of 
tobacco, or an old spear or knife. Indee,l, all the 
valuable skins of the larger animals, which they 
sometimes procure by hunting and pitfalls, as well 
as the better portions of the meat, they have to yield 
to their nominal masters, except when they succeed 
in secreting the whole for their own use. From 
the famishing life to which they are exposed, their 
external appearance and stature are precisely to 
the Bechuanas what the Bushmen are to the IIot­
tentots. Those, however, who live in places which 
afford a better supply of food, are generally of e,1ual 
stature with those who live in towns. The nati,-es 
I ha \'C observed throughout southern Africa are, 
like plants on a sterile soil and bleak aspect, stunted 

in growth, while in a more genial situation the 
same species are trees iustead of shrnbs. 

The next prohlt·m is the variety cf languages 
spoken by the Bushmen, even when nothing but a 
range of hills, or a ri,·er inten-enes between the 
tribes, and none of these dialects is understood hy 
the llotteutots. This may be solved with still 
greater case, hy ag:i in referring to the Balala. The 
dialects of the ~echuaua, as spoken by these people, 
especially in districts rcuwte from the towns, arc 
so ditlercnt frnm that spoken Ly the nation gene­
rally, that interpreters arc frequently required. 1 n 
order to acconut for this, it is uecessary to become 
acquainte,l with their habits. In the towns, the 
purity and harmony of the language are kept up by 
their pitchos or public meeti11gs, at which the finest 
language is spoken, hy their festivals and cere­
monies, as well as by their songs ai:d their constant 
intercourse; for, like the Athenians of old, they are 
ever telliug or hearing some "new thing," au<l the 
first question a pc,·son who has come from a neigh­
bouring village is a:,;;kcd will Le, "Lo ye'lang gona ?" 
"What do you cat there? or '' 'l\lpulela makuke." 
Tell rue the news. There is no end to conversation, 
excepting when sleep overcomes or pinching hunger 
prevails. With the isolated villages of the desert, 
it is far otl1erwise. They !Jave no snch meetings, 
no festivals, no cattle, nor auy kind of manufac­
tnres, to keep their energies alive; riches they have 
none, their sole care hei11g to keep body and soul 
together; to accomplish this, is with them their 
"chief end;'' they are compelled to traverse the 
wilds often to a great <listauce from their native 
village. On snch occasim,s, fatlwrs a11<l mothers, 
and all who can bear a burden, often set out for 
weeks at a time, am\ leave their children to the 
care of two or more infirm old people. The infant 
progeny, some of whom arc beginniug to lisp, while 
othe1·s can just master a whole sentence, and those 
still farther a<lrnuccd, rompiugan<l plnyingtogether, 
the children of nature, through the livelong day, 
become habituated to a langnage of their own. The 
more voluble condescend to the less precocious, and 
thus from this infant Babel pl'llcec<ls a dialect com­
posed of a host of mongrel words and phrases joined 
together without rule, and in the conrse of a gene­
ration the entire character of the language is 
changed. Their servile state, their scanty clothing, 
their exposure to the inclemency of the weather, 
and their extreme poverty, have, as may be easily 
eoncei rn<l, a <leteriorntin~ inflnence on their cha• 
racier and condition. They are generally less in 
stature, and though not <leticient iu intellect, the life 
they lead gives a meiancholy cast to their features, 
and from constant intercourse with beasts of prey 
and serpents in their path, as well as exposure to 
harsh treatmeut, they appear shy, and have a wild 
and frequently quick suspicious look. Kor can this 
be wondered at, when it is rememl,ered that they 
associate with sa\'age beasts, from the lion that 
roams abroad by night and <lay, to thc<lea<lly serpent 
which infests their path, keeping them always on 
the alert <luring their peramlmlati,ms. All this and 
much more which might be said of the Balala, may 
also with the strictest propriety be affirmed of the 
Bushmen. Any one familiarly acquainted with the 
interior, can ha,·e no <louht as to the origin and the 
correctness of the description given of the "llechu-

n 2 
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aua Bushmen;· as illr. Campbell calls them, and of the easteru boundary of the colony. At an earlier 
whom he sap,'· they are a people greatly despised period they pos~essed much of that part of Albany 
by all the surrounding tribes." Their nnmbers have now inhabited by English farmers and llotteutots, 
also been increased by fugiti,·es from other towns though it is presumed, on ,·ery good grounds, that 
and villages. which haYc been reduced by de,·as- the Hottentot country formerly extended a consi­
tating wars from pence and plenty, 1(1 the most deruble distance into that of the Kafirs. The Kafirs 
abject poverty, and the inhahitants forced to flee to form one tl'ibe of the great Beclmana family, and 
the desert for sustenance, hardly disputed with the probably emigrated from the direction of Delagoa 
be1sts of prey. From this class of people, the Ta- Bay, till they can1e in contact with the Hotteutots 
mah :s, or Hcd people, as the etymology of the word along the coast. Their origin must be trnced to 
imports, who are 1,y the Griqnas called !led Ka firs, the same source as that of the nmnerous tribes of 
arose. They formed a con,iderable hody in the the Bechnauas, from the atlinity oflanguages spoken 
days of '.\lolehabangue, the father of :llothibi, the throughout the eastern part of the coutinent of Af­
prese11t chi,-f of the Batlapis, who, in his cam- rica. Their national character is bold and warlike, 
maudoes for the capture of cattle, was wont to take and their maintaining their independence to the 
them with him. Taught this mode of warfare, and ! present day. after all their conflicts 1rith the colony, 
!wing of an intrepid character, they sallie<I forth and especially in the late war, when no less a sum 
and took cattle for themselves, which 1\lolcha- than 241,88-11. was expended in the destructin1, hut 
bangue's geucrous disposition allowed them to keep, fruitless conflict, in order to drive them from the 
and they became an independent ti·ihe, continuiug mountain-passes, and the impenetralile jungles, a 
the faithful allies of the Batlapis. country oYer which their ancestors had swayed the 

That snch were the Bushmen formerly, there can sceptre for ages, is a decisive cviuence of their 
be no douht; and it is equally certain their nmn- martial spirit. Their country is bounde,I hy the 
bers were increased hy parties ofHottentots, robbed, ocean on the south, aud a range of mountains on 
and compelld to abandon for ner the laud of their the north, and beyond them lie the Amapoudo and 
ancestors; and who naturally sought to satisfy their Zoolu tribes. 
"·allts by a predatory warfa1·e, and thus taught the North of Kafir-laml, between tbe ""intcrberg 
Bn,hmen to become the pirates of the desert. mountains and the higher branches of the Yellow 
Hence arose that kind of policy, once sanctioned hy Hivcr, lies the countr)· inhabited by the Basutos, a 
the Cape colonial government, of extermillation, on t?·ihe of llcchnacas. ~ince the days of Chaka, the 
which it is impo,sihle to reflect without horror. It tyrant of the Zoolus, who oppressed them from the 
appears from the carEest rcco:·ds on the subject, allll ec1st, while the Bergenaars on the west were excr­
e,pecially from the journals of those engaged in the cising dreadful barba1·ities, and reduced most of the 
work, that the Bushmen were once ve;·y numernus. tribe, to extreme poverty; tl,ey have risen again 
I ha Ye traversed those regions in which, according to in a fe11ile country, to comparative afHnellce. The 
the testimony of the farmers, thousands once dwelt, commencement of missions among them by the 
drinking at their own fountains, aud killing their brethren of the Evangelical l\lissionary Suciety 
own game; hut now, alas, scarcely a family is to be at Paris, and snbsequeutly by the \\" csleyaus, is 
seen! It is impossible to look over these now uu- the cause of this improvement in their circum­
iuhabitcd plains am! mountaiu-glcns without feeling stances. 
the deepest melancholy, while the winds moaning Beyond the Basntos. to the north of the Orange 
in the vale seem to echo back the sound, "\\"here River, lie the other Bcchuaua tribes, whose nnm­
are they?'' In this more enlightened age, the hers and extent we haYc not yet been able to Imm. 
farmers cannot refer to the melancholy history of There is some reason for supposing that they for­
that nnfortnnate race without feelings of regret, merly extended much farther to the southward 
while it is but justice to add, that many of the thau their present limits, the 28° south latitude, for 
farmers made strenuous efforts, and collected thou- the places as far as the Orange Hiver have Bechu­
sauds of cattle and sheep, which they presented to ana names; and even the Lokuah,* of the Bechuana 
the neighbouring Bushmen, hoping to induce them is to he found on stones near the preseut boundaries 
to settle, and live by b:-ccding cattle; hut these of the colony; but this may have been done by 
clfort~ always failed. It was too late; past sutler- herdsmen taken or escaped from those tribes. Few, 
ings, and past offences on both sides, had produce!] except Balala, lie farther west than the 23" east 
aspiritoflmtredsonuivcrsal,thatitwasofuoavail longitmle. Between 23° arnl 19', lies what 1\lr. 
to pacify one party, while thousands were thirsting Campbell calls the southern Zahara, which, from 
for revenge and plunder. Their 1,umhers arc now what I ha,·e seen on the east, so11th, and western 
comparatil'ely few, el'en among the tribes fa1· bi."- boundaries of it, is a fearful expanse of sall!I, though 
yond the prcsellt limits of the colony, from the same undulating, and in many places cm·ercd with acacias 
mutual strife. and oth,•r trees of gigantic si7.e. The ••astern parts 

It will he evident from the preceding statements, are inhahited by the Balala of the Beclrnana; the 
that the Bushmen were originally poor Ilottentots, southern, near the Orange Hil'er, by Bushmen; and 
ailll will in all probability, like their prngeuitors, in the western, hy K amaqua Buslnuen, but none of 
course of time, cea,e to be a distinct pe0ple, hy he­
coming gradually mixed with the tribes among 
whom thev are sea ttered. Some additional remarks 
on this pe<,ple will be fouud under the head, lllis­
sions to the Bushmen. 

The Kafirs, the next African tribe to which I 
shall briefly refer, li1·c beyond the Fish Hiver, on 

• Lokualo, fron.1 "hic!1 we ilPri,·c lh" wonl wri1in~ or 
prinlin~. is formed uenerallr hy hl1 rcl•Uoy.;;, who with a stone­
make , ariou..; fi,,nres on slont's \\ ilh a ll,1.L ~ur:a(•t•, withnut 
auy H·ftc>u.·uce t7, sl1ape ~}arks an~ m:u..lc br strildn:f the 
~lollt' on ;111uther till cu1·ved lilll'S, c1n·ks, o,als. am] i'.i:!mg 
ti;.:ures. an• i1np1es-.t•1l 011 its :mrfacc-, exhihiiin~ lhe appt•m·• 
;111ce of K w. he strip of about an iud1 hruatl, like a courust!d 
ciJil of a rope. 
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them arc able to keep cattle. They subsist on game, 1· 

water-melons, am! roots. 
The country from the limits of the <lcscrt to the 

west coast is calle<l Great i'/amaqnalaml, containing 
a thin population of the Hottentot race. To the 
north of the l\'amaqnas lie the Damarn tribes, of I 
whom comp:irativcly little is known, except that 
from their physical appearance an<l hlack col,111r, 
they approximate to the ncgrocs an<l natives of 
Congo on the west coast. These tribes inhabit a 
cou11try cxtcn<ling from the tropic of Capricorn to 
the Cape of Good llopr, and from the Atlantic to 
the shore of the Indian Ocean. The climate varies 
from that in which thunder-storms an<l torna<loes 
shake the mountains, and the scorching rays of an 
almost Ycrtical sun produce the n1irage, to that 
which is salubrious aml mild within tlie boundaries 
of the colony along Kafir-land to the fruitful and 
well watel'Cd plains of the Zoolu country in the vi­
cinity of Port Natal, while the mnl'C mouutainons 
and clcrnted regions arc visited by keen frosts and 
heavy falls of snow. The colony extends, from 
west to east, about GOO miles, its average breadth 
being about 200, containing a variety of climate, 
the healthiest perhaps to be found in any prrrt of 
the world. Between the coast and the vast chain 
of mountains beyond which lie the Karroo, the 
country is well watered, fertile, and temperate. The 
other portions of the colony, with fow exceptions 
and without a change in the season~, appear to be 
doomed to 1,erpetual sterility aml drought. The 
Karroo country, which is the background of the 
colony, is, as Lichtenstein correctly describes it, a 
parched and arid plain, stretching out to such an 
extent, that the vast hills by which it is terminated, 
or rather which divide it from other plaim, are lost 
in the distance, The beds of numberless little 
ri~e1'S (in which water is rarely to be foun,I) cross 
like veins in a thousand directions this enormous 
space. The course of them might in some places 
be clearly distinguished by the dark green of the 
mimosas spreading along their banks. Excepting 
these, as far as the eye can reach, no tree or shm b 
is visible. Nowhere appear any signs of life, nor 
a point on which the eye can dwell with pleasure. 
The compass of hnman sight is too small to take in 
the circumference of the whole-the soul must rest 
on the horrors of the wide-spread desert. 

This is only a part of the Karroo, viewed from 
the top of a hill by that intelligent traveller; but 
even on these hills and snn-burnt plains, thousands 
of sheep pasture on a thin sprinkling of verdure and 
csculeuts. One morning, after travelling several 
days in those Karroo plains, l\lr. Campbell stood 
still, and remarked with great emphasis to l\lrs. 
:\Io!fat and myself, "Sirs, it would require a good 
pair of spectacles to sec a blade of gras.s in this 
worl<l." 

The entire country, extending in some places 
hundreds of miles on each side of the Orange Hiver, 
and from where it empties itself iuto the .Atlantic 
to beyond the 2-lth dell)'eC east longitude, appear-s 
to have the curse ofGilboa resting on it. It is rare 
that rai11s to any extent or quantity fall in those 
rei:ions. Extreme droughts continue for years to­
gether. The fountains arc exceedingly few, pre­
c:lrious, and latterly many of these have been dried 
np altogether. The causes and consequences of the 

dimiuntion of the raius will be noticed as the write1· 
traverses the differeut fields which have come under 
his owll immediate observation; and if his long ex­
perience aml inquiry on that and a variety of other 
subjects of interest alld scientific research, should in 
any degree throw additional light 011 doubtful 
points, he will collsider his labour amply rewarded, 
hut his tlwme is man. 

This is a brief sketch of the different tribes which 
have been the ohj,•cts of missionary labour, and 
the limitsofwhicharedefine,l in theaccompanying 
map, intended more as a directory to the position 
of missionary stations and divisions of tribes, than 
a minute view of general topography. 

I have deemed it proper to be more particular 
on the Hottentot and lln,hman character, as the 
following chapters 1n·est•nt little more than an out­
line of the lab0u1·s of missionaries among that 
people. This section of onr operations is so well 
known from the copious journals and letters so 
long before the public, as ,vell as from :\Ir. Camp­
bell's first and second " Travels." and the "He­
searches" of the Hcv. Dr. Philip, he.sides the works 
of other writers on the same subject, that it is the 
less necessary for me to make large additions to 
the valuaLle information thus supplied. 

CIIAPTE!t II. 

Firi.t Mis~ion to ~nuth Arric:1-\)r. ~chmi,lt':; succcss-:0.li.5-
sion n•snmell-:\lission to the Kafirs-Dr. \'anclc1 kcmp 
1(•:u·cs Cape Town-E11trrs Kafir-1.md-~uspicions of lhe 
Kafirs-Jgwlrance of the nali-res-The Doctor's colll':1g-ue 
le.,n:•s him-The Onrtor's de,·ott'dm•!-s aml humi\ity-Gaika 
sclicits him to make rain-II is self-denial anrl perils-A 
Hottentot woman-Enmity uf some colonists-Awful rctri• 
hnlion-Kalir ::\lis~ion aban1lone1l. 

TnE London lllissionary :a;ocicty, on its establish­
ment in 179~- directed its first eMorts to the islands 
of the Pucific; i II which the missionaries, after a 
long period of toil, nnder acenmnlate<I harclships, 
ha\"c witnessed triumphs of the gospel the most 
signal, ainong a race of barharians and cannibals, 
which it has e,·cr fallen to the province of history 
to record. The attention of the Society was next 
directed to the ,-ast and important field of Southern 
Africa, then wholly unoccupied, except by the 
United Brethren of Germany. The small l\lora­
vian church of Herrnhut sent forth her missionaries 
more than a ecntury ngo, first to the negroes of 
the west, and then to the fur-cla,l inhabitants of 
Greenland. 

11 Fired with a ?,E.":t.l 11c>culiar, tht>y defy 
The rage au,l rigour of R 110\ar sky, 
Autl plaut s11ccc:1srnlly sweet Sharon's rose 
On icy plams, anil in eternal snows." 

In July, 17.3", George Schmi1lt, with something 
of that zeal which fired the bosom of Egede, the 
pioneer of the mission to Greenland, left his native 
country for that of the Hottentots. lie was the 
first who, commissioned by the King of kings, 
stood in the \'ale of Grace, (Gcna1\endal,) at that 
time known by the name of Bavian's Kloof, ,the 
Glen of Baboons,) and <lireete,l the degrade,!, op­
pressed, ignorant, despise,!. and, so far us life 
eternal is conccmed, the ontcust I-Iottcntots, to the 
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Lamb of God, who tastetl death for them. It is 
impossible to traverse the glen, as the writer has 
done, or sit under the great pear-tree which that 
devoted missionary planted with his own hands, 
without feeling something like a holy envy of so 
distinguished a person in the missionary hand. 
"'hen we remember that actions rect'i,·e their 
weight from the circumstances under which they 
have heen called forth, how exalted a glory must 
8uch an one as George Schmidt possess in the hea­
venly world, where one star differeth from another 
star in glory, compared with the great majority of 
the present day, who have doors opened to them, 
and a host of examples before them, with the zeal 
and prayers of the whole Christian clrnrch to ani­
mate and support them! Though he could only 
ad<lress the Hottentots through an interpreter, his 
early efforts were crowne<l with success, and the 
attendance at the first Hottentot school ner foun<led 
rapi<lly increased. The Hottentots, with all their 
reputed ignorance and apathy, justly regar<letl him 
with sentiments of nnfcigued lm·e and admiration; 
and so evidently was the gospel made the power of 
God, that in the comse of a few years he wa.s able 
to add a number of converts to the clmrcl, of the 
first-born. 

In Ii 4:l, the lonely missionary was compelled to 
,·isit Europe, when the Dutch East ln<lia Company, 
actuated by representations that to instruct the 
Hottentot, would he injnrions to the interests of 
the colony, refused to sanction the return of this 
messeuge1'. of mercy to that unfortnuate people. 
Every effort to resume the mission was f,·uitless, 
till the year l ,U~, when ;\[arswl<lt, Sch.,-inn. an<l 
Kiichnel sailetl for the Cape of Good Hope. They 
received everv attention, and went in search of 
the spot where, more than llalf a century before, 
Schmidt left his little baud. Part of the walls of 
his house was iu<leed still standing, and in the 
garden were several fruit-trees planted by his 
hands; whilst ,·arions rnins of walls, at a short dis­
tance, marked the site of the lowly cottages which 
were once inhabite<l hy his affectionate hearers ; 
and, what mnst have been overpowering to these 
followers ol' so good a man, one of the females 
whom he had baptized, by the name of )lagdalena, 
was also found out, and appeared to have a tolerable 
recollection of her former teacher, though she was 
now about seventy years of age. She also pro­
duced a New Testament bearing the marks of con­
stant use, which he had prese;;ted to her. This 
she ha<l preserved as a precious relic, and, although 
110w bent down with age and foehlcncss, she ex­
pressed great joy on being informed that )larsveldt 
aud his companions were the brethren of her ol<l 
and beloved pastor. 

The Hottmtots, who remembered :\lr. Schmidt, 
or had heard of his labours of love, rallied around 
the standard again erected ; and though great and 
many were the trials an<l distresses of the mission­
aries, often threatened with <lcstruction and murder, 
all recorded in the chronicles of heaven, their 
labours were blessc'<i ; all(l, through Divine help, 
the Moravian missions have prospered, and spread 
tbeir branches through different parts of the colony, 
an<l to the Tamhookics beyond it, where they have 
now a flourishing station. What a remarkable 
display have we bere of the faithfulness an<l mercy 

of God, in preserving the seed sown by Schmidt in 
a most ungenial soil, and left to vegetate in an 
aspect the most forbidding, for such a length of 
time! "'ho can doubt the Divine a.ssurance, " i\ly 
word shall not return unto me void?" 

On the 31st of )larch, in the year I i99, Dr. 
\'anderkemp, accompanied by J\lessrs. Kicherer 
and E<lmon<ls, lande,l at Cape Town, then in the 
possession of the Dutch. Dr. V. selected Kafir­
land as the field of his operations, while i\fr. 
Kicherer, accompanied by l\lr. Kramer, yielded 
to a call of Providence, an<l procee<le<l to the 
Bushmcu on the Zak River. Vanderkemp, who 
was a native of Holland, ,eemed, from his expe­
rience, natural firmness of character, and distin­
guished talents, prepare<l for the Ilerculian task of 
at once fo1·cing his way into the head-quarters of 
the enemy, and raising the standard of the cross 
amidst a dense population of barbarians, the most 
powerful, warlike, and independent of all the tribes 
within or without the boundaries of the Cape 
colony, and who, notwithstandiug the superior 
means for human destruction enjoyed by their 
·white neighbours, still maintained their right to 
their native hills and dales. He might at once, 
with comparatively little trouble or hardship, have 
fixetl his ahode among the Hottentot~ within tile 
colony, to w horn he eventually devoted all the 
energies of his body and mind, in raising that de­
pressL•d, degraded, helpless, and enslavc<l race, to 
freemen in Christ Jesus, and breaking the fetters 
that a crncl policy ha<l ri,·eted on that hapless 
people, the aborigines and rightful owners of a 
territory uow 110 longer theirs. 

The Doctor ha,·ing ca.st his eye over the condition 
of the llottentots, concluded that there was scarcely 
any possibility of making progress among a people 
so proscribed by go,·ernment, and at the mercy of 
their white neighbours, on whom they could not 
look without indignation, as any other human 
beings would have <lone iu similar circumstances; 
he therefore, very naturally, directed his steps to 
those who were yet free from these unjustifiable 
restrictions. 

Having receh·e<l every encouragement from the 
Euglish government, and recommendatory letters 
to the farmers, he left Cape Town. The country 
through which he had to pass was thinly, and 
in many places newly inhabited. The party 
arri,·ed at Graaff Heinet on ,Jnne 29, after ha,·ing, 
with their atten<lauts and cattle, experienced many 
narrow escapes from lions, panthers, and other 
wild beasts, as ,~ell as from B1Lshmen arnl Hot­
tcntots, of character still more feroeions. Notwith­
standing, where,·cr they went, they were kindly 
treated by the farmers, although their fears an<l 
alarms must have heen many, and nothing hut 
Divine power could ha,·e cheered them ouward in 
their desert path. 

In July, l ;99, he procee<led from Graaf Reinct, 
the most distant colonial town, an<l the nearest to 
the Kafirs. This wa.s a daring uu<lertakiug, when 
it is remembered that for a long time previous a 
dire, an<l often deadly strife had hceu kept up 
between them and the farmers, whom they very 
naturally viewed as intruders, and towards whom 
they must ha,·e looked with a jealous eye, both 
they aud their forefathers having witnessed the 
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reduction of the Ilottentots, once their equals in 
nmuher and power, to a state of slaYcry, destitu­
tion, and sot-ro,·ir, the u1cre fragment of a nation 
being left. 

It would he expecting too much from human 
nature, and even from the nohle and m:mly cha­
racter of the Kafirs, to suppose that they should 
refrain from laying hands on the cattle of the 
farmers, a system carried on amongst all the trihes 
of South Africa. There is, however, much reason 
to hclieYe that they were excited to this practice to 
a much greater extent by the conduct of some un­
principled colonists, for we firnl on one of the 
earliest missions to Gaika, for the pnrpose of pre­
Ycntiug depredations by the Kafirs, tl,c chiefs stated 
that these were prompted solely by the example set 
first, and on a larger scale, by the colonists. This, 
it seems, was an undeniable fact, so that the British 
could only stipulate for the good conduct of their 
suhjects in future, provided the Kafirs observed a 
similar procedure. It was among a people inured 
to war, fierce and superstitious, and often exas­
perated by the exercise of the superior power of 
their neighhours, that Dr. Vamlcrkemp pitched his 
tent. I havc gazed with sacred awe on the spot 
where he raised the gospel standard; here he 
laboured for a season, in company with '.\lr. Etl­
monds, who, to his deep regret, afterwards proceeded 
to the East Indies. Ile was thus left alone with 
only a few attendants, among a people destitute of 
confidence in each other, aml firetl with jealousy 
towards eYery white intruder, with these feelings 
freqnently increased by the intluence of rnnaway 
slaves and deserters, who naturally felt that their 
interest and safety ,.ould he secured hy fanning 
the flame of discord. 

Under all these nu toward circmnstances it was 
impossible that the Kafirs could view Dr. V.'s 
sojourn among them in anv other light than as a 
spy, or precursor of deeply· laid stratagems to get 
possession of their country and cattle, by the people 
from whom he had come:antl to whom he belonged. 
He carried no credentials to recommend him, but 
the Divine commission: his ,·ery appearance must 
haYe had little to fascinate a savage mind, capable 
of «ppreciating only out1rnrd pomp. or displays of 
human power. The Doctor's habits w,•re such as 
to com·ey a very different impression, for he gene• 
rally appeared in the plainest garb, and, acconling 
to his own account, without hat, 01· shoes, or stock­
ings. He hat! escaped in rough and trackless 
ravines aud plains through which he passed, not 
only from beasts of prey, but from deserters, who 
laid in wait to murder him; and when he appeared 
before the sovereign of the country, he was at the 
mercy of a tyrant whose miud was poisoned by in­
dividuals from the colony, of some inlluencl', in­
sinuating that he was a spy. 

lllany c1ucstions were put to him respecting his 
object, and political connexions, and they were 
especially anxious to kn01v ii' he were sent by the 
English. To which the Doctor replied with great 
humility, and referred to the governor's permission 
and recommendations to the fa.Your of the antho­
rities, in permitting him to proceed. "Did, then," 
continued Gaika, " this plan spring forth only out 
of your mrn heart ?" "This very question," says 
the Doctor, " upbraided me of my unfaithfulness, 

and pnt this answer into my month: that this my 
plan was iudeed formed only in my own heart, 
though it was never fonne,l by it; hnt that the God 
of bcav,•1t and earth, in whose hands were their 
hearts and my heart, had put it into it to go to this 
people and to commuuicatc, in his name, things 
with which their temporal and eternal happiness 
were eounectetl." 

This simple and honest reply in some measure 
pacified the jealous spirit of one whose mind was 
more likely to be moved by the representations 
made to him that the missionaries were spies and 
assa~sini;;, possessing enchanted and poisoned wine 
for the purpose of taking his life. :llr. lluys, who 
had fled from the colony on account cf debt, being 
familiar with the language, was in the first in­
stance of essential service to the missionary. Gaika 
was evidently struck with the peculiarity of the 
Doctor's clwracter, being altogetl1cr different from 
any of those he had seen before, and observing he 
never wore a hat, he asked him if God had ordered 
him not to do so. 

Some time l'lapsed before the crafty monarch 
would give his consent that they should remain in 
his dominions: and when this was granted, and a 
suitable spot selected, the Doctor adds, in true 
gospel simplicity, " Brother Edmonds and I cut 
down long grass and rush,·s fo1· thatching, and 
fclle,1 trees in the wood. I kueeled down on the 
grass, thanking the Lord Jesus that he had pro• 
vided me a resting-place l,efore the face of our 
enemies and Satau, praying that from under this 
roof the seed of the gospel might spread north­
wards through all Africa." 

Some idea may be formed of the deplorable ig­
norance of the natives concerning the object of 
these men of God, from the following facts, occur­
rences similar to which the writer has often wit­
nessed in other parts of the interior. After reading 
their evening clwpter, when the missionaries arose 
to kneel arouud the fire with the Ilottentots, a 
nati,·e, who was with tliern, was so terrified, that 
he seized his spear, and running off to the field, hid 
himself, supposing they intended to murder him. 
A few da}·s after, a young Kafir woman going to 
Yisit the party, seeing in the distance their tent 
shaken hy the wiml, and supposing it to be some 
rapacious beast which the messengers of peace had 
let loose to devour her, boltl'd off through the river 
into the forest, where, missing the path, she had 
nearly lost her life by falling into a pit. 

The Doctor, with his life in his hand, in the 
midst of a people among whom the murder of a 
white man was considered a meritorious deed, con­
titmed his onward course, like a ship rising above 
every snccel'cling wave which threatens to engulf 
it; and so completely was his mind absorbed aud 
haffie,l by the vanity and dull monotony around, 
that for a time he kept his sabhath on the Saturday. 
Deeply did he deplore the departure of his fellow­
lahonrer, )Ir. Edmonds, to which the Doctor refers 
iu the spirit of Christian charity, and ascribes it 
not to a diminution of fraternal love, but to an 
insurmouutahle aversion on his part to the people, 
ancl a strong desire to labour among the Ilindoos 
of Bengal. 

After l\lr_ E.'s departure, wl1ich was on the 1st 
of January, the Doctor, in his cheerless abode, was 
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instant in season and out of season, mgerly em- make rnin, but conld and would pray for it. 
bracing every opportunity of' recommending the His prayers were heard; rain fell abundantly, but 
gospel, and catching each little ray of light that the Doctor refnsed to accept the cattle: on which 
beamed on his devious path. He was a man of account Buys and others looked upon him as a fool, 
exab•d genius and learning. He had mingled with and declared that though he did not like to take 
co11rticrs. He had hecn an inmate of the univer- them, they would take good care that the king 
sirics of Leyden and Edinburgh. lie had obtained should never g,•t them back. l\Jore than this, 
plaudits for his remarkable prog1·ess in literature, Buys, another (,ehazi, sent word to Gaika, that the 
in philosophy, divinity, physic, am! the military uumbcr was not sullicient for the rain, which in­
art. Ilc was not only a prolounclstmlent in ancient ducecl the latter to send more; all of which llnys 
languages, bnt in all till' modem European tongues, reEervccl for himself, unknown to Vanderkemp at 
Hen to that of the llighhnders of Scotland; a11cl the time. 
ha,1 distingnishcd himself in the armies of his It is impossil,le to take a review of tlw character 
earthly rnvereign, in connexion with which he rose of Yanclerkemp under these circumstances, without 
to he captain of horse ancl lieutenant of dragoon admiring his devotion to his work, and without 
guar,ls. Yet this man, constrained by the " love recognizing him as a pioneer of no ordinary cha­
of Christ," co11ld cheerfully lay aside all his ractcr to all subsc'luent missionary operations in 
honours, mingle with savages, hear their sneers that country, now carried on by the London, 
and contumely, condescend to sen·e the meanest of Glasgow, and \Vcsleyan ;\lissionary Societies. 
his tro11bkso111c gu,•sts-take the axe, the sickle, How insignificant ha\'C hcen the privations and 
the spa1lc, an<l the mattock-lie down on the place dangers of more modern labourers when compared 
wher,, dogs rcpo,c. and spend nights with his with those of Yandcrkemp, Kicherer, Anderson, 
conch drenched with rain, the cold wind hriuging and Albrecht, who first entered those regions of 
his fragile house about his ears. Thongh annoyed I heathenism, introducing the gospel plo11gh, and 
by the uightly ,·isits of hungry l1yenas, sometimes casting the sec<l into an ungcnial soil, where, though 
destroying his sheep and travelling appnrtenances, I in some instances it remained long buried, it evcut­
and even seizing the leg of beef at his tent door, 1 ually produced " an ahnncla11ce of corn in the 
though compel I eel to wander about i11 quest of lost earth upon tlw top of the mountains; the fruit 
cattle, and exposed to the perpkxing and humbling whereof shall shake like Lebanon!" To none 
caprice of those whose characters were stains on is this comparison more applicable than to Dr. 
human nature-whisperings occasionally reaching Vanderkemp. He came from a university to stoop 
his cars that munlerous plans were in progress for to teach the alphabet to the poor 11aked Hottentot 
his destrnction-he calmly proceeclcil with bis and Kafir,; from the society of nobles, to associate 
bcnc.olcnt efforts, ancl to secure his object, would with IJCings of the lowest grade in the scale of 
stoop with •· the meekness of wisdom" to please humanity: frorn stately mansions, to the filthy 
and propitiate the rude and wayward children of l,ovel of the greasy African: from the army, to 
the <lescrt whom he sought to hless. instruct the fierce savage the tactics of a heavenly 

ln the midst of all his discouragements, when warfare under the banner of the Prince of Peace; 
he diseo\"ered the faintest image of his Lord ancl from the study of physic to become the guide to 
;\Jaster in a poor Ilotteutot or Kafir, he was en- the balm in Gilead, and the Physician there; ancl, 
ruptured. When told by a Hottentot woman that finally, from a life of earthly honour ancl ease, to 
she incessantly prayed to Jcsns to reveal himself to be exposed to perils of waters, of robbers, of his 
her, and teach her what she onght to know, his own countrymen, of the heathen, in the city, in the 
heart was filled with joy; a11d he add~, " I prayed wilderness. All who are ac'luaintcd with the his­
the Lord that it might please him to accompany tory of our African mission, must admit these facts, 
the unworthy efforts of his vile servant with the ' and say, Th"t, indeed, laboured, and we have cu­
inlluenccs of his Spirit. And, oh l how clid my tered into their labours. 
soul rejoice that the Lord had given me in this The following extract from Kay's "Travels and 
wilderness, among tigers and woh·cs, and at snch Hcsearches in Kafir-laucl," cannot be read without 
a distance from Christians, a poor heathen woman deep interest:-
with whom I could converse confidently of the "Tlie mission stations in Kaffraria literally con­
mysteries of the hidden communion with Christ. stitute folds, surrounded by evil spirits, as well as 
Oh, that I may not he deceived! Lo, my winter is ' by heasts of prey; and all that rally round our 
past-the voice of the turtle is already heard in standard are like so many sheep gathered together 
till' land." In one part of his journal he says. out of the wi!ileruess. \\'ithin the last few days 
"Satan roared like a lion. It would not he prudent several haw been added to our number: amongst 
to mention the particulars of his assaull<, but it whom is oue whose case is worthy of particular 
was resolved that I should be killed as a conspi- notice. She is an aged Ilottentor, who was bap­
rator against the king of this <'ountry." \\'hile, tizecl by the late ;\lr. Vanderkemp, about thirty 
howewr, thns exposed to the fury ancl jealousy of ycai's ago. During the short time spent by that 
those whose fret ,rerc swift to shed blood, especially devoted missionary amongst the Kafir tribes, he 
that of a white man, his whole journal exhibits an taught her and two or three other females, a know-
11nwavering rrlianc•c on the uamc of the Lord, lcdµc of letters. This she afterwards improved hy 
which he found to he a strong tower. assiduous application, so that she was at length 

The nati,·e magic,ians having failed in their enabled to read tlie sacred Scriptures, a copy of 
at!empts to make rain, Gaika se11t a reward of two which, presented by her venerable tntor, she still 
milch cows and their calves, soliciting the Doctor I retai11s to this very day. Although, from that time 
to use his efforts. Uc replied that he could not to this, she Imel never enjoyed the prhilege of 
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forming a station in the colony, " to enclcaYour," 
as the governor exprcssc,I it, " to ameliorate the 
spiritual arnl temporal condition of that unhappy 
people, whom, upou cnry principle of humanity 
and justice, government is bound to protect." 

CIIAPTER Ill. 
Dr. \':indt.•rkl"mp's mis~ion commcnc,·d among the Iloltcutots 

-Thi.! (~on•rnur's ki11il1wss-Thc station attackt.•'1-Tr}"ill;.t 
circ11n1~1anct•s-Esl'al11: lo Fnrt Fn•dt•ri<-k-lh•\l1elsllorp­
~ncct.·s,,·s of Dr. V.'s <'[orl::.-lfo; 1lt•ath au<l charnctt.•r-
l'harnclt•r con1i111wd-A rrmarkah)e ind1lc111.-Kat fl\'t'l' 

mi~5iun-h:alir mis~i,,11 T6nmed-Afft•c1i11~ sccut'-\\"il­
\iamg's tll'iLlh-Brownlc ... linally resumes tlw mis!liou­
Effocls ul" the Gospt•l. 

sitting umler a Christian ministry, it would, never­
theless, appear that she ever rl'lainecl a scuse of 
religion, aud a very stmng attachment to her Bible. 
Ou hearing of the estal,lishuwut of Butterworth, 
she anxiously strnn to g·et her heathenish husbancl 
(Lochcnbcrg) into the mill(\ for removing to the 
mission village, that she might once more hear 
the go,pel, aucl get her poor chilt!rcn instrnctccl. 
But to th,s he woulcl never consent, wdl knowing 
that his clcecls were of such a character as 1rnul,I 
not bear the light. The measure of his iniquity, 
l10weve1·, being full, the hancl of violence was per­
miltecl to remove him out of the way some months 
ago; ancl the shocking circumstances connectccl 
with his cleath, constitute a striking comment upon 
that pa~sagc of holy writ, ' Consicler this, ye that 
forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there he 
none to deli Yer.' I:-,, February. 1801, Dr. Vanclcrkemp ancl Mr. Tiead, 

"lle was one oft he Dutch farmers who flecl from with more than one hnmlrecl Ilottenlots, Jen Graalr' 
the colony, about the time when ~lr. Va1Hlcrkemp Heinet. Their temporn1·y residl'nee was appointecl 
was encleavouring lo commc11ce his mission. Pro- at llotha's farm, about se,·cn miles wl'st of Algoa 
fessiug great regard for the latter on acconnt of Bay, where they continued with the llottentots for 
his ministerial character, these fugitiYcS llockccl nearly eight months, leading a life of unintcrruptecl 
around him, move,! when he movecl, and cucampe<I anxidy, perplexity, ancl danger, the Doctor b(•ing 
where he encamped. They hacl not been with for some lime confined to his heel with rheumJtism. 
him long, howe'l'er, before his faithfulness arousecl Though liberally assisted with necessaries by go­
dctermi11ed enmity, and they secretly strove to vernmcnt orcler from Fort Freclerick, they were 
injure him in every possiLle way. Although some continually exposed to en<·mics of cliffcrent clescrip­
of them had taken native wives, and all been lions, ancl, bnt for Gocl's protecting arm, must have 
obl igct! to take refuge in the territories uf the been destroyed root ancl branch. 
natives, their cleep-rootet! prejudices against the Their. institution n,ade them an object of hatre,l 
latter still continued, insomuch that l\Ir. Vandcr- to many of the colonists, who dcscribecl them as 
kemp"s preaching to them rendered him contempt- taking part with the plundering Ilottentots anti 
iblc in their eyes. • Whenever they saw him,' Kafirs, ancl representing their station as a refuge 
said old .Saartje, • go into the hush for prayer or for robber, aud murderers; while the truth was, 
meditation, one or other of the Christi mensche that it was an asylum ouly for those who had sepa­
(Christians) immediate()' ran into his tent to steal. ratecl themselves from such Landitti. i\"otwith­
His chests were fre1p1ently broken open, and his standing this, a government order, to the great 
money taken away, until at last he hacl scarcely sorrow of the missionaries, prohibited the reception 
doublejees (pence) sufficient to carry him hack to of any Hottentots iuto this asylum; and those thus 
the colony.' repel led chose to maintain thcmsel ves in the woods, 

" It clocs not appear that any one of this p:irty among hrntcs, rather than rcturu to their own 
cliecl a natural cl~ath. 'Faber,' said my inforlllant, tribes. Gencr:il Dunclas, approving of the Doctor's 
who wa~ well acquainwd with all the circumstances, scheme, wished the whole party to remove for 
' was afterwart!s hung in the colony as a rebel. safety to the fortress, and, regarcling th~ missionaries 
Buys wanclerecl about amongst the tribes, mur- as dead men if they cli,I not accept of his offer, pro­
dering ancl plnuclcrinir, until he himself was mur- posecl to them again, as a last resource for the pre­
derecl. Botha was killed by the Kafirs, at the servation of their lives, to sail with him to the 
instigation of his companion. The hut in which Cape of Good Hope, and clefer the instruction of 
llezuidcnhoud slept was one night fil"cd by the the Ilottentots in that region till a more faYOurablc 
natives, and he was burnt Lo cleath. The Irishman, season; but to this the Doctor woulll not consent. 
(a deserter eonncctccl with the band,) together with To the honour of General Dunclas, let it he again 
one of his children, was also burnt to ashes while rccordecl that, so fully washeconviuced of the duty 
asleep, by one of the native women with wl10m he ancl importance of what was then consiclcrcd ntopia11, 
had livecl; and, as alreacly intimatecl, Locheul,erg that he ordered for the use of the station, from the 
himself, ' whom ve11geanee sufferl'd not to Ii Ye,' Bay (Fort Freclerick), UJOO pounds of rice, G casks 
was lit,,rally cut to pieces by the Amakwabi, about of salt meat. 200 sheep, 5~ lal,omiug oxen, 11 milch 
the miclclle of 18~9." cows, % hornecl cattle, 3 1raggons, I fishing-net, 

At the close of the year !SOO, Dr. Vanclerkemp, I corn-mill, 2 corn-sieves, a111l a smith's bellows, 
owing to a combination of circumstances, left besides implements of agriculture. Scarcely hacl 
Kafir-land, for Graaff lleinct, priucipally to meet this generous action cheerecl their prospects, whcu, 
the two brethren, Vaiulerlingcn ancl Reau, ancl re- as they w1·itc,-
mained a considerable time there, during a l'ebcllion " A troop of plundering Ilottentots attacked onr 
among the farmers. He visitecl Kafir-land again, place in the miclt!lc of the night, and, having fire,! 
but, from the nnsettlecl state of the frontier, was about fifty times with muskets, took :1way all our 
compellecl to relin,1uish the mission, and return to cattle. All our emlcavours to persuade them to a 
Graaff P.einct, where he labonrccl among the , fricnclly agreement were in Yain; they did not give 
Hotten tots. General Dnnclas off creel m~ans of I any answer but hy firing. One of our most estecmecl 
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Hottentots approached them, and spoke in a friendly 
manner; bnt tlwy cried, • Look. there comes a 
peace maker; kill him, shoot him!' Upon which 
he received a ball in his leg. We hoped they would 
have been content with onr cattle; but it seemed 
that tl1eir intenti, n was to kill us They made an 
assault on our dwellings, and, for that purpose, 
rnade nse of our cattle in the Kaffrariau manner. 
Providence so ordered it, that brother Head had 
laid some newly-sawn planks in the passage, between 
our house and the next to it. The cattle which 
they drove before them were afrai<l of these, so 
that they would not go o,·er them, an<l turned 
aside. The enemy now saw himse1f exposed, and 
onr people, being in the utmost danger, compelled 
by sclf-<lefencc, tired without being able to take 
aim, on account of the darkness; but the hand of 
God directed a ball in such a wa,·, that the chief of 
this troop was wounded in the tliigh, by which the 
artery of the thi1d1 was cut through; the violent 
eflhsiou of blood pnt au l'nd to his life in a fe,v 
minutes. On this the whole troop fled, leaving 
behind them all the cattle except eighteen, which 
in the beginning of the assault had been driven 
away. Nobody couhl guess the reason of this un­
expected deliverance, for the Hottentots fired but 
twice. On the following moming the dead body 
was found, aml rccoa;nised as that of Andries Stuur­
man, bl'Other of Klaas Stuurman. On the subse­
quent night we wl'rc surrounded again by enemies; 
but findi11g that we had moved our cattle from the 
kraal within the s•piare, which was surrounded by 
onr houses, and that we had barricadocd all the 
entr211ccs to it, they left us unmolested. But two 
days aftc'r, having got some reinforcemeut from the 
kafirs, they attacked us anew, in the middle of the 
day, as a part of our cattle was driYcn to the pasture. 
They stabbed one of our wood-cutters during the 
time of his being gone into the wood to pray; and 
now they drove away onr cattle. All our people 
attacked them iu the greate~t confusion, and with 
fury, le:n·ing the place, with their wives and 
children, entirely undefended. They pnt the as­
sailants to tlight, and brought the cattle back 
agnin, except eight oxen, who were either killed or 
mortally wounded. "' e always had instructed onr 
p<'oplc that it was their duty rather to part with 
their earthly goods than to sa,·e them by killing 
another; and that it was uot the duty of a Christian 
to kill anybody but when the safety ofl1is own life, 
or that of a third person, should render it absolutely 
necessary. But our Ilottcnlots took another view 
of the subject, and looked npou themselves as com­
petent to make use of their arms, as well to defend 
their goods as their lives; they also shO\red too 
plaiuly that they had obtaiued a ccrtaiu degree of 
pleasure iu fighting. \Ve were not at all pleased 
with this, because our intention was to gain our 
enemies hy a soft and amiable behaviour, and thus 
by no means to prornke them by a hostile oppo­
sition. Besides this, we foresaw that the enemy, 
reinforcing himself more aud more, at last would 
be able to I,,ad 011 a superior power, snlfieicut to 
destroy us entirely.·• 

These successive attacks induced them very pro­
perly to take refuge, with their three huudred 
people•, in Fort Fredel'ick. llcrc they remained for 
a time, continuing their religious services under 

circnrnstauces man, distressing to the minds of the 
missionaries than the horrors of savage fury from 
which they had escaped. They were associated 
with those who had the misfortune to be compara­
tive strangers to the means of grace, and inured to 
a recklessness of feeling in regard to eternal realities, 
which a life of warfare has (we may presnmc since 
the days of Cain) produced on tribes once civilized 
alld relined in taste and feeling. This exposed their 
people to seduction, drnnkem,css, and other vices. 

After the arrirnl of General Janssen, the colonv 
having been ceded to the Dutch, a spot was grantetl 
on which to fix a permancut station; and on the 
2ud of .June they took up their abode on Kooboo, 
which from that period they called Bcthclsdorp. 
This situation, from its sterility and waut of water, 
soon com·inced them that it was most tmsnitable for 
a missionary farm; and the only wonder is, that it 
should have been permitted to continue, and even 
become, in many respects, a sinking fund, while 
both missionaries and people (a small unmber) were 
compelled to live a hungry, self-denying lifo. Five 
years after its commencement they write to the 
directors that they had been without bread for a 
long time, a11d did not expect to procure any for 
three or four months ; neither were there any vege­
tables, owiug to the barrenness of the soil. This, 
of course, was a griernus impediment to their la­
bours, and an eflectual barrier to the ,cry objects 
for which this station was selected; and it is a kind 
of madness to expend large sums and great toil on 
such a waste, except for the purpose of having a 
modern Tadmor in the wilderness. Yet, notwith­
standing all these discournging circumstances, mauy 
were the demonstrations of the Divine blessing on 
their labours. "Tr:c progress also of their scholars 
in learning to read and write was astonishing to 
them; and, above all, their facility in acquiring 
religions knowledge, knowing, as they did full well, 
the peculiar apathy, stupidity, and aversion to any 
exertion, mental or corporeal, which characterises 
the natives." Dr. Vandcrkemp having, with trnc 
Christian bcnevolcnre, pleaded the cause of the 
oppressed,-for there were oppressions, national 
and indh·itlual, which we must leave till that day 
whcu ewry one will receive according to the deeds 
done in the body,-the great struggle commenced, 
which termiuatcd, through the persevering cxcrtious 
of the Hev. Ur. Philip, on .July I ith, l 828, in the 
effectual emancipation of the Hottentots. All the 
contentions, heart-burnings, broken heads, aud 
bl'Oken hearts which marked the long struggle, 
will appear hereafter in the page of history, like 
the conquest of l\Iexico by Cortez, the colonization 
of America, or the .w1vaqism of onr forefathers in 
their harder wars, hnmliling, but instructive, me~ 
mentos to succeeding g,•nerations. Dr. V.'s inter­
ference in the cause of sultering humanity, or 
rather his disclosure of some of the wrongs of the 
Hotteutots, led to his being summoned, with lllr. 
Head, to Cape Towu, to appear before an extra­
ordinary commission appointed by Lord Caleclon. 
This was followed by mo>t important resnlts; 
for the Doctor having been fully borne ant in 
his facts, his Excellency directed that commis­
sioners :shoul<l personally visit the several dis­
tricts where enormities had been perpetrated, and 
that the guilty should be punished. This was 
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among the last public services which Dr. Vander­
kC'mp rendcrt•d to that people, who had now been 
the object of his solicitude for eleven years. !Ic 
had long contemplated a mission to l\ladagascar; 
and, thongh now far advanced in years, his soul 
burned with youthful ardour to enter on that peril­
ous nncll'rtakiug. It was in his heart, bnt the 
Great Head of the church had othcn,· isc ordained 
it; for after a few days· illness, he closed his eyes 
on this wodd, Deccmhcr I rith, 181 I, after breathing 
out the Christian assurance, "All is well." 

Thus ended the memorable life of Dr. Vandcr­
kcmp. Avoiding the cxtrarngancies of momentary 
feeling, which declares that " his eqnal is not to he 
found npon earth, am\ that he was little behind the 
chiefest apostles of onr Lord," we nevertheless 
cheerfully coucedc to him this meed of praise. Few 
men would have encountered the storms which he 
braved, and, perhaps, fewer still have been more 
conspicuously distinguished by success in their 
efforts to emancipate the Hotteutots from temporal 
and spiritual thraldom. Divine Providence, from 
time to time, in a remarkable manner, raises np 
men adapted to certain situations; apart from which 
they would hnve been like the flower which" wastes 
its sweetness in the desert air." Such were Luther, 
""ickliffe, Knox, and a host of others; and thongh 
those who well knew am\ loved Vamkrkcmpwoultl 
charge us with blin<l partiality if we placed him on 
an equality with those distinguished reformers, yet 
no kss can be said of his labours than that they 
were those of an extraordinary man; and, consider­
ing the time and state of affairs in the colony in 
which he lived, and the natiYe character of the 
tribes among whom he laboured, the grace of God 
made him the hononred instrument of doing wou­
dcrs. Dr. \'anderkemp was the friend and advo­
cate of civil liberty. The condition of the slaves 
pressed heavily upon his mind, and the sufferings 
of those ,,ho had embraced the gospel made large 
<lemands on his almost unbounded generosity; so 
that he expended ncal'ly 1000/. of his personal pro­
perty in unbinding the heavy lmr<lens an<l setting 
the captives ft·ee. It is probable that his extreme 
sympathy with this enslaved people inducl•d him, 
with more feeling than judgmcnt, to choose a ,rife 
from amongst them. Being a mo,t unsuitable com­
paniou for such a person, her subsequent conduct 
cast a gloom over the remnant of his days of suf­
fering a11d toil; and, as I have hear<l it remarked 
by one who knew him well, nndoul,t,,dly accele­
rated his death. It was from his lips that the 
Kafirs ( a nation of atheists) first heard the g,;spel, 
the theme of Divine love; and if we cast our eye's 
over the history of missions, and the successes of 
the "l\lartyr of Erromanga," we see at once the 
value of a pioneer of almost any description, and 
more especially of such a pioneer as Dr. Vander­
kemp. !Ic was the first public defender of the 
rights of the Hottentot. Although his expansive 
sympathy betrays not unfreqnently in his writings 
what may he decme<l instability of purpose, it is 
obviously attributable to a bl•nevolcnt desire to 
grasp the whole of the race, while his eyes, wan­
dering around the tempcstnons horizon, sought a 
haven in which to shelter them from the storm. 
He counted not his own life <l.ear to himself; for 
when advised for his own saft>ty to leave the Hot-

tcntot~ for a season, his reply was, " If I knew that 
I should save my own lifo hy leaving them, I 
should not fl•ar to offer that life for the least child 
amongst them." In this, though wanting in pru­
dence, he displayed a magnanimity of soul which, 
in other circumstances, would have called forth the 
applau,e of a nation. 

But it may he said that this is a partial view of 
the character of this great man; and it is only just 
to admit that the Doctor was ccccutric; and many, 
YCry many of his personal hardships were sclf­
intlicted. Though his mission to the Kafirs was a 
bold, and, in ,\frica. an nnprcccdcnt.:d under­
taking, he was always within the reach of civilized 
men; and except whcu Gaika detained him a short 
time in the country, he had always an asylum open 
to receive him. His trials in this respect were very 
different from those of the founders of the Namaqna 
and Gl'iqua missions. who were hundreds of miles 
beyond the abodes of ci,.ilizcd society, and the pro­
tecting arm of civil power. In a colonial village, 
where there were many who admired and were ready 
to serve him, the Doctor would go out to the water, 
washing his own linen; and frequently at home and 
abroad he woul,l dispense with hat, shirt, and shoes, 
while the patron and advocate of civilization. These 
were anomalies and shades of character which, of 
course, added nothing to his usefulness; while his 
ultra notions 011 the subject of predestination left a 
leaven in some of the African churches which it 
required the labour of many years to rcmo,·e. It 
is nlso but justice to add, that Dr. Vandcrkcmp was 
not without sympathy; there were many nohle­
minded colonists who took a Jeep interest in his 
sufferings and laboui-s; who felt strong compassion 
for the i,piritual destitution of the Hottentot race 
and the slave population, and who were liberal in 
supporting the cause. Stimulated by the example 
of Vandcrkemp and Kicherer, they laboured to pro­
mote the kingdom of Christ among the aborigines. 
These were noble minds who wept over the coun­
try's wrongs: and it is scarcely possible to conceive 
the Doctor's feelings when on his journey to Graaff 
Reinet, beyond the Gan,ka rh·er, he came to the 
house of .'.\lr. De Beer, who, on hearing the object 
of the party," received them with uncommon joy;" 
and, calling his family an<! slaves together, fell 
upon his knees, an<l uttered this remarkable prayer: 
" 0 Lord, thou hast afflicted me with inexpressible 
grief in taking my child from me, whom I buried 
this day; but now thou rejoiccst my soul with joy 
greater than all mv grief. in showiug me that thou 
hast heard my p1:aye1-s for the conversion of the 
Kafir,, and giving me to sec this moment the fulfil­
ment of thy promises." He then addressed himself 
to them, aud sang several psalms and hymns rela­
tive to the calling of the heatheu. 

Dr. Vauderkemp's death was a stroke severely 
felt; but !Ie who had called him from his labours 
continued to bless the seed sown, under the foster­
ing care of l\lr. Head an<l others. Bethelsdorp, 
under mauy difficulties ai,d disadvantages, grew 
and multiplied. ;\"ew churches were plantc<l at 
Pacaltsdorp, Thcopolis, and other places, through 
the instrumentality of the Hcv. J. Campbell, in his 
first visit to Africa, who on that occasion was the 
means of giving a new impulse to the spirit of mis­
sions there, as well as among the churches at home. 
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The Kat Hivcr mission was commenced at the l\I ost auspicious was the comm, ncement of this 
suggestiou of the Hon., now Sir A. Stockcustrom, mission, while the energy and devotedness of Wil­
and was, so far as the plan weut, a measure which Iiams, witl1 the party he took with him from Re­
will reflect lastin~ honour on the memory ·of that thelsdorp, were soon likely, under the Divine 
enlightened and liberal individual.* To the bean- blessing, to make the wilderness aud solitary place 
tiful and fertile Kafir Yales, the principal of the rejoice. Temporary houses were raised, ground 
Hottentots from llcthelsdorp, Thcopolis, and othH was cleared for cultivation, a water-conrse and 
places, !locked. This ,ms a sc•asonab)e movement, dam were in preparation, while the Kafii-s assem­
as those stations were no longer, after the emanci- bled for daily instruction: and the beautiful vale 
pation of that people, asylums to those who were which had often echoed to the din of sa,·age war, 
active and williug to earn a competence elsewhere. was likely soon to become a peaceful Zion, to which 
The results of the mission at Philiptown, and its tlic Kafir tribes would repair to hold their solemn 
branches, the members of which had been culled frasts. Little more than two yea1-s had run their 
from those in the colony, have been snch as to round, when Williams was numbered with the 
proYe that the plan was well laid, and carried into dead. His beloYcd partner, (n01v l\lrs. Hobson,) a 
ctlicieut operation. The last year"s report of Kat woman of no common fortitude, was his sole 
Hiver station exhibits 500 members in the church, attendant in the lonely vale, and saw in her cx­
aud Dl:l children aud adults in the schools; while piring husbanrl the bright prospects they had of 
their subscriptions to the support of the mission arc permanent success amoug the Kafirs, and iuto 
liberal; though, I am aware, far from being equal wbich she had entered with all her energies of 
to the entire expenses, as many of the friends of mind and body, blasted for a season. About to be 
missions have been led to expect, and which was left with two fatherless babes, her circumstances 
auticipated at Bethelsdorp many years ago. were such as even her own pen would fail to de-

The colonial stations, though deprived of the scribe; hnt the widow"s God was there. Take, for 
most influential and intelligent of their inhabitants, example, the following extract from her journal. 
continue to struggle and prosper. llethclsdorp Afte1· being enabled to resign her dearest earthly 
still maintains comparative respectability, under the i friend, she asked one of the Kafirs if he had '' no 
devoted but noiseless labonrs of l\Ir. Kitchingmau. : wish to see his teacher [)("fore the Lord took him 
,vc have now within the limits of the eolony I to himself? 'Yes,' was his reply, 'but l do not 
sixtec11 stations, and about thirty missionaries. : like to ask you because I think it will make ) our 
llow wonld the venerable Vanderkemp gaze, were heart sore.' He then approached, and sat down 
he to rise. ·and behold the han-est which has been by the bedside. I asked him if he prayed! ' Yes,' 
gathered i11, from the people whos~ ignorance and he said. And what do yon pray fort ' I pray 
d~gradation called forth all the sympathies and the Lord, as he had brought us a teacher 0Yer the 
energies of his enlightened mind! great sea water, and hath thus long spared him to 

'' The troubles of drpartl'll p•::ars 
Hriug jo~s unknown ln•forc, 

And soul-rt•l'reshing :.1r1.• the l1.•ars 
O'l•r wouucl:; that hl£'cd no more." t 

Hnt to return to Kafir-lan<l, where the veteran 
rnwl'd in tears, hut where missionaries of different 
societies now reap in joy. lt was not hefore the 
year !SIC, in the month of July, that a successful 
effort was made hy l\lr. Joseph Williams. At that 
time, with bis wife and child, be took up his abode 
at the Kut Hiver. Short as Dr. Vanderkemp's 
labours among the Kafii-s were, he left a savour 
of the gospel behind him, which prepared the way 
for others, after many long years had rolled by, 
during which many of the Doctor's acquaintances 
had been taught, by fearful lessons. not, alas! to 
admire the nation of whites, but rather to increase 
their suspicions and alarms. Hut ,Jankanna"s 
c,·amlcrkemp's) name still diffused a fragrance 
among the yet untamed and nnsuhdn~d Kafirs. 
I11tcrcourse with the missionary station at Ilcthels­
<lorp kept up this delightful feeling; and lllessrs. 
lteacl and Williams, in their preYious reconnoitring 
joum~y, were baited as the sons of .Jaukanna. 

• The author (101'9 nol wi:-h it to t,c uuder$l"ocl that he 
appruws ol' tht.~ policy which <leprind the Kalirs of that rich 
::uul frrlilc portion of tht"1r tcirito, ies. arnl !,Z"a, c it to the 
lfullt•ntn!s. Bannister, in his·• llnmane P,>lic1,, 1

• m.ikt•s lhc 
fol Lowin);\ cry ,i 111lidou:-; 1 emark on lh'"' suhjl'ct ;_u Tu oh1a111 
\;rnd rur an~· portion ,,f that opprns~ed racl', is !-0 goo,l aa a.cl, 
Lh:1t It woul,l be un:..:rncious h1 lonk han,hly al th,• mode or 
tluin!.! il, ir our characl~r for juslic~ to others Wl'tC not in~ 
,·uln~1I in thC' 11;uticular \,·ay chosen.'' 

t Jamrs .\lontgomery. 

tell us His word, that Ile would be pleased to raise 
him np again to tell us more of that Great Word.' 
I asked, Do yon pray for rue? ' Yes; I pr-Jy that 
if the Lord should take away your husband from 
yon, he wonld support ancl protect yon and your 
little ones in the midst of this wild and barbarous 
people.'" 

Cheerless and lonely must have been the first 
days of her wi<lowhood. She instructed her semi­
civilized attendants to prepare the ,mod. and make 
a coffin; and, with a weeping hand, followed the 
desire of her eves to the silent dust, there to 

• slumber till the morning of the resurrection, when 
He who cuts short his work in righteousness, will 
show that Williams, in his short career, finished the 
work gi-vc!J him to <lo. I saw no monument to 
mark his tomb; but he has left an imperishable 
one. in haYing heen the means of lighting np the 
torch of Divine truth, which, notwithstanding the 
political war, strife, and bloodshed which followed 
between the Kafirs and the colonists, was not ex­
tinguished, but served to lighten the path of those 
who fullowed in his wake. To tl1is every mis­
sionary has borne ample testimony; and his labours 
were hlcssc<l to an extent far beyond his most san­
guine expectatious. So much had tbis gf)od man 
gained on the confidence of the Kafirs, that Gaika 

, himself, during the season of political discord, had 
• more confidence in the rectitude of the missionary 
than in any one of the local authorities, or even 
in the governor himself. 

Thus again was the candle remover) from Kafir­
land, and the policy of that age refused, at that 
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time, to allmv a11other missionary to proceed to ' serYants, whom lie has commissioned to preach the 
water the seed sown by Williams. Jllr. Brownlee gospel to every creature. 
was ultimately appointed as missionary iu the While Dr. Vandcrkemp and Edmonds proceeded 
scrYice of go,·ernment, arnl cmumen(•ed a mission to Kafir-laud. Messrs. Kichcrcr, Kramer, and E<l­
at the Chnmie in 1820."' lie was folluwed and wards bent their course to the Zak River, between 
supported by the Glasgow missionaries, an<l last, four hundred and five hundred miles north-cast of 
though not least, the W eslcya11 missiouaries entered Cape Town. 
the field; and 110w they present a band of labourers Who would ha,·e snppose<l for a rnonwnt that 
whose endeavours, if they continue to rccciYe the Kicherer·s course, which was origillally towards 
Di,-inc blessing, hid fair to subdue that people to Kafir-lall<l, would haYe been <liveried by Bushmen­
the sceptre of Jesus, pre,·ent the mpine and blood- ambassadors, the feeblest, poorest, most degraded 
shed which characterized by-gone Fars, au<l in and despised of all the sable sons of Ham? It ap­
the late desu·uctive war, and save a nation from pears that some time previous, while the church 
min. A !ready the warrior has exchanged the at home was cngag,·d in prayer, that the G real 
hoarse war song for the a11thems of peace aud love, Head of the chmch would open a door for his 
while the printing press is called into operation to serrnnts whom they ,sere sending forth, a treaty 
transfer into their own language the oracles of God. liad been made between the Bushmen and }'lorns 
Let us hail the triumphs of the cross, by whom- Fischer, with other farmers, who had sufiercd 
soever it may he boruc, as all have one undivided terribly in their f'ocks and herds, from these <le­
object. the glory of God in the salvatiou of wan. predators of the desert. The Bushmen seeing 

Florus Fischer, who was a good man, solemnly 
appeal to Almighty God to witness the transaction, 
and observing that he was in the habit of assembling 
his family for worship, morning all(\ cvcnino-, 
were led to inquire into the DiYinc character, a1~<l 
to solicit a Christian teacher. Jllr. Fischer cheer­
fully afforded encouragement; an<l. though it ap­
p~ared something like hoping against hope, he, at 
their request, took some of the priucipal of them to 
Cape Town for this purpose. 

•• Yes, for a se1tson Sat.111 may pri•,·ail, 
A 11d hold a:, if Sl'Cllrl', his dark dumilill; 
The prap!rs of dghh.'011s men may s1•~m to fail, 
And lleavl:'n's J:!lad tiJin~s he procl1timt>d iu ,·a.in. 
llul wait in faith; t>re long ~hall sprin:.: again 
The sce<l that si>eml'<l tu perish ir1 the gruuud; 
And, fortHi:u.-d b)' Zio,,'s 1.,uer rain, 
The lon~•parclu.•U },1I11t sl1all la11gh, wilh han·,·!"tscrown'tl, 

Au1l thtough those sil1•nl wnstcs J4..'h0\ah's praise Je:,ouud." 

CHAPTER IV. 

811.,bou.•o apply for lt>::1.chers-~lr. Kichl.'rer lal'Ol:'S to z.,k 
Ui,·er-l)ill:culties and sac1·ific1~s-Libl:'1"alil\' oi' tl1c farml·rs 
-The mission aU,mLlo11t11l-Thl:' co111l1tiou or.the BushmL•u-
Lichtt•usteiu's opinion-The Ilushmt-!u's wsources :ind 
ltallits-l>ro\'okin:.,:- chaml'lt•ristics-lnhuman pr,u·licc-::\lr. 
KiclwrPr's description-Cruelly lo offsprin~-llus1mwn 
po:.se-.s amiable qualilies-~li-.sions 1·esumccl at Tuornbt•rg-, 
&c.-'.\lissir,uarit>s onlert"d inlo 1ht• colnny-.:\lr. Fam~•s 
atfeclin).{ slatt!ment-Ht•view or wis~ion.1o to tb..,• Bushmen­
Plan recommt>ndcc.1-Tht! Duslirue11 and the goats-Slra• 
tagcm in hunting. 

IT is of vast importance to notice the first, though 
apparently obscure indications of the will of Him 
who, while he 

.. Ri1les upou tlie stormy sky, 
Aud manages the M'as.'' 

condescends to stoop from his throne amidst unap­
proacbable glory, to render means the most focble 
and unthougbt of, the guide anc! pole-star of his 

* l\lr. Brownlee soon atlat'!hed himst'lf a~:dn to the Lonrlon 
Mis~in11:1ry ~uciety, aml, cm,tmuin:.: .tl his po,;I, has had the 
honour anJ happinl•ss to w1Lt1css tl1t! iucrea-;,i ot' mis:-.ionarv 
lahours in Katir-1.rnd, wht'rl.' lw Lnilt>ll hard, aud ~ull1.•n•<l 
much, Ion: bl•fo1e anr others Wt!l'C perm1twd tu cutt:r that 
coun11·y at all, One of our \\"esle,an hn•tlm•u, full\ cnm• 
]'l'lt•nt t.J ju<lg1•, now in tliis counin·, rcm,uks, thai " hi~ 
lalJ•lllrs ht1\·c been in<lefati:;ablc. lhou~h nnostentalious; and 
lo place this wo1thy m,rn in his proper positinn, it is not 
indeed llt"Cl:':-s;lry to imitate lhe nnhalluwed practice or some, 
who lu accomplish a purpos~. or to J,::rntily par1y spirit, iln•i4 

dionsly aud fulsomely cry up one rnis.,ionary al the expeusc 
uf his hrethn•n, whnst• hbours, lhou!!h 1wi~,lt'~'.,;, havl~ bct•n 
l°;1r more alJmulanL." The London Mission;uy Society has 
now 1h·c slatiuus in Ka fir l,uul. including one for lh~ hush• 
°:1l'D in 1he 'f;11?bookic ~nu_uny; the two GL1sgow Soc·ieties, 
s1:s.; au<l the" e)lcyau .Society, twcln.'. 

Th,T arrived there just before our brethren, a 
circnmstanc~ which left the latter no reason to 
doubt of being called of God to labour in that 
quarter. The bretlm,n rcaceived nn\Jonntlcd kind­
ness and attcantion from the p;overnmcnt, and assist­
ance from the farmers, who loaded them with 
things requisite to commence the station; while 
some accompanied them to the spot they fin,t 
selected, which they named " llappy Prospect." 
Here l\lessrs. Kicherer and Kramer laboured with 
primitive zeal and simplicity, to raise the most 
abject of our species; and ha<l not their faith been 
strong in the promises of God, they must have suuk 
under the very thonght of making au attempt. 

At the present period of a<l,·auced kuow]edge in 
missionary enterprizc, however, it is em,y to see that, 
according to the common course of events, the cir­
cumstanc<>s under which that mission was com­
menced were ominous of its short duration. Go<l, 
in his infinite wisdom, had other, and far more ex­
tensive ends to accomplish than simply a rnission 
to the Bushmen. 

Zak Hiver became the finger-post to the Na­
maquas, Corannas, G riquas, an<l Bechuanas ; for 
it was by means of that mission that these tribes, 
and their condition, became known to the Christian 
world. Kicherer ha<l great comfort in his intcr­
cor,rse with mauy good farmers, who exerted 
themselves with commendable liberality in favour 
of the object he had in view. He was soou encou­
raged by the accrssion of many llottentots and 
Bastards to the statio11, without whose assistance it 
would not have Leen possible for him to have lived, 
as he afterwards found. The Bushmen, "·ith few 
exceptions, could never appreciate his ohjcact; hut, 
as a people, continued to har.iss and impo,·erish 
those who remained attached to the objects of the 
missionary. Jllr. K's life was more than once 
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threatcued, hut his unremitting labours, and those 
of 111r. Kramer, were signally blessed in the con­
version of a numhcr of llottentots and Bast.a1rds; 
and in the details of the mission, the names of in­
dividuals arc mentioned, who afterwards hecamc 
the pillars of the Griqua mission: and from whose 
lips the writer bas frequently heard with delight 
the records of by-gone years, when they listened 
to the voice of Kichcrer, Anderson, and Kramer, 
at the Zak and Orange Rivers. Unhappily the 
company and couutenance of the Bushmen could 
not be commanded without a daily portion of 
l'ictnals and tobacco, of which :\lr. Kicherer had 
received an ample supply from the farmers. This 
practice, however kindly iutcndecl, doubtless con­
tributed to the early failure of the mission. The 
cour.try in which the mission was fixed, was sterile 
in the extreme, and rain so seldom fell, that they 
were obliged to depc11d on foreign supplies. 111r. 
Kichcrer having visited Europe, 011 his return found 
the mission iu a suffering state. Having little 
hope of recruiting it, he entered the Dutch church, 
and was appointed minister at Graaff ltcinet. lie 
left the station in charge of !\Jr. and :\Jrs. A. Voss, 
and a :\Ir. Botma, a farmer, who had sold all he 
had to aid the mission, and supply the absence of 
l\lr. K. These men, not lrn,·ing equal resources 
with the founders of the mission, though distin­
guished by exemplary patience, great privations, 
and hardships, from drought, and the plundering 
llushmcn, Wt"re compelled to abandon the station. 
This event took place in !SOL, aud '.\lr. A. Voss 
makes the following pathetic remark on that 
mission's requiem: "This day we leave Zak Hiver, 
the place which has cost us so many sighs, h,ars, 
and drops of sweat! that place in whil'h we have 
laboured so many days and nights, for the salvation 
of immortal souls: the place which, prnbably 
before long, will heromc a heap of ruins." Thus 
terminated the mission to Zak ltiver, on which the 
directors at home conld not help looking with the 
deepest sympathy, as the people were some of the 
first-fruits of their labours; but they W('rc consoled 
by the reflection, that those who followed their 
teachers to the vicinity of Graaff I:cinet, contiuned 
to receive instruction, and that the missionaries 
entered into other fields of successful labour. 

When the character and condition of the Bush­
men are taken into consideration, it is not to be 
wondered at that tile missionaries found it up-hill 
work to obtain a settlement among them. With 
the exception of the Troglodytes, a people said hy 
Pliny to exist iu the interior of I\" orthcrn Africa, 
no tribe or people are surely more brutish, igno­
rant, and miserable than the llushmen of the interior 
of Southern Africa. ThPy have neither house nor 
shed, neither flocks uor herds. Their most clelight­
ful home is " afar in the desert," the nnfrequeuted 
mountain pass, or the seclnded recesses of a cave or 
ravine. They remove from place to place, as con­
venience or necessity requires. The man takes bis 
spear, and suspends his 1,ow and quiver on his 
shoulder; while the woman frequently, in addition 
to the burden of a helpless infant, carries a mat, an 
earthen pot, a nnmbcr of ostrich egg-shells, and a 
few ragged skins. bundled on her head or shoulder; 
and these Saabs, as they have been designated. 
hearing in their charackr a stdking resemblauce 

to the Sanneys, or Batala (poor), among the He­
chuanas, have, with fow exceptions, as already 
,!,own, heeu from time immemorial the sons of the 
field. Accustomed to a migratory life, and entirely 
dependent on the chase for a precarious subsistence, 
they have contracted hahits which could scarcely 
be credited of human beings. These habits have 
by no means been improved by incessant conflict 
with their superior ueighhours, who, regarding 
might as identical with right, kill their game, plun­
der their honey nests, seize npon their fountains, 
and deprive them of their country. Anomalous as 
it may appear, this has Leen the custom of all tl1c 
more civilized trihes, the colonists uot excepted. 
Dr. Lichtenstein asks, "What had a people like 
the Bushmen to lose-they who are e,·erywhere at 
home, who knnw uot the value of any land?" To 
this I woui<l reply, lie los(•s the means of subsist• 
ence ; and what more can the richest monarch lose? 
I recollect haviug felt grateful to a poor Bush woman 
for a meal of the larvm of auts; and had that other­
wise intelligent traveller beeu similarly circum­
stanced, he, perhaps, would have been tempted to 
say, " Behold, I am at the point to die, and what 
profit shall this birthright ,Jo to me?" Uuder 
such circumstances the gems of Golcontla would 
not have s:1.tisfied the cravings of hunger. Poor 
llnshman ! thy hand has i.Jec11 against every one, 
and every one's ha11d against thee. For g~nera­
tions past they have been huuted like partridges iu 
the mountains. Deprived of what nature had made 
their own, they became desperate, wild, fierce, and 
indomitable in their hahits. Hunger compels 
them to feed on everything edible. Ixias, wild 
garlic, n1cse1nUryauthe111ums, the core of aloes, 
gnm of acacias, and senral other plants and ber­
ries, some of which are extremely unwholesome, 
constitute their fruits of the field; while almost 
every kiud of living creature is eagerly devoured, 
lizards, locusts, and grasshoppers not excepted. 
The poisonous as well as inuoxious serpents they 
roast and eat. They cut off the head of the former, 
which they dissect, and carefully extract the hags 
or reservoirs of poison, which communicate with 
the fangs of the upper jaw. They mingle it with 
the milky juice of the eui:,horl.Jia, or with that of a 
poisonous bulb. After simmering for some time on 
a ,low fire, it ac,1uires tl,e consistency of wax, with 
which they cover the points of thei!· arrows. 

Though the natives of South Africa have an 
aversion to fish, the llushmeu in the neighbourhood 
of rivers make very ingenious baskets, which they 
place between stones, in 1he centre of a current, and 
thns they sometimes procure a fry of fish, which in 
their frequent necessity must be acceptable. They 
ascend the mountain's brow or 1ieak, and, with an 
acuteness of sight perhaps superior to onr common 
telescopes, survey the plaius beneath, either to dis­
cover game or cattle, or to watch the movements of 
those whose herds they may have stolen. If danger 
approaches, they ascend almost inacccssii.Jle clitl~, 
from which nothing but the rifle-ball could dislodge 
them. "'hen closely pursued, they will take re­
fuge in dens aud caves, in which their enemies have 
sowetimes smothered scores to death, blocking up 
the entrances with brushwood, and setting it on 
fire. 

One characteristic in their predatory expeditions 
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is ci<cec<lingly provoki11g. When they have taken 
a troop of cattle, their first object is to escape to a 
rendezvous, a cave or an overhanging precipice, or 
some sequestered spot difficult of access to strangers 
for want of water. As soon as they perceive that 
auy of the cattle are too fatigued to prnceed, they 
stab them; au<l if the pursuers come within sight, 
and there is the slightest probability of their being 
overtaken, they will thrust their ~p,·ars, if time 
permit, iuto every animal in the troop. I have 
kno,rn sixty head levelled in this way. This 
habit, which obtains universally among that uufor­
tnnate people, exasperates their enemies to the last 
degree, and vengeance falls on men, womeu, and 
children, whenewr they come within reach of their 
missiles. Though their poisoned arrows cannot 
take in one-third of the length of a musket shot. 
they aim with great precision. I have known men 
shot dead on the spot with poisoned arrows; and 
other~, who did not at first appear to be mortally 
wounded, I have seen die iu convulsive agony in a 
few hours. It is impossible to look at some of 
their domiciles without the inquiry involuutarily 
rising in the mind, Are these the abodes of human 
beings? In a hnshy country they will form a 
hollow in a central position, and bring the branches 
together over the head. Here the man, his wife, 
and prohauly a child or two, lie huddled in a heap, 
on a little grass, in a hollow spot, not larger thau 
an ostrich's nest. \\. here bushes arc scarce, they 
furm a hollow under the edge of a rock, COYeriug 
it partially with reeds or grass; and they are ofo.,n 
to be found in fissures and caves of the mountains. 
\\'hen they have abundance of me·ll, they do 110-
thing but gorge and sleep, <lance and siug, till their 
stock is exhausted. But hunger, that imperious 
master, soou drives him to the chase. It is astonish­
ing to what a distance they will run in pursuit of 
the animal which has received the fatal arrow. I 
have seen them, on the successful return of a hunt­
ing party, the me1·riest of the merry, exhibiting 
bursts of eutbnsiastic joy; while their momentary 
happiness, contrasted with their real condition, pro­
duced on my mind the deepest sorrow. :II any 
suffer great distress when the weather is cold and 
rainy, during which not unfrequently their children 
perish from hunger. A most inhuman practice also 
prevails among them, that when a mother dies, 
whose infaut is not able to shift for itself, it is, 
without any ceremony, buried alive with the corpse 
of its mother." 

To the above melancholy description may be 
added the testimony of l\Ir. Kichercr, whose cir­
cumstances, while living among them, afforded 
abundant opportnuities of becoming intimatdy ac­
quainted with their real condition. "Their manner 
of life is extremely wretched and disgusting. They 
delight to besmear their bodies with the fat of ani­
mals, mingled with ochre, and sometimes with 
grime. They are utter strangers to cleanliness, as 
they never wash their bodies, but suffer the dirt to 
accumulate, so that it will hang a ccmsi<lerahle 
length from their elbows. Their huts are formed 
Ly digging a hole in the earth, about three feet 
deep, and then making a roof of reeds, which is, 

• The author ha~l a I.Joy ltroughl np iu his own house, who 
was thus rc~cued from his mother's grave, wheu only two 
years ol<l. 

however, iusufficieut to keep off the rains. Here 
they lie close together like pig,; in a sty. They are 
extremely lazy, so that nothing will ronsc them to 
actiou but excessive hunger. They will continue 
several <lays together without food rather than Le 
at the paius of procuring it. When compelled to 
sally forth for pr<'y, they arc dexterous at <lestrny­
iug the various beasts which abound in the coun­
try; aud they can run almost as well as a horse. 
They arc total strangers to domestic happiness. 
The men ha Ye several wives; Lut conjugal afiee­
tion is little known. They take no great care of 
their children, and never correct them except in a 
fit of rage, when they almost kill them hy severe 
usage. In a quarrel between fath~r and mother, or 
the several wives of a hnsbau<l, the defeated party 
wreaks his or he1· vengeance on the child of the 
conqueror, which in g·eneral loses its life. Tame 
llottcntots seldom destroy their children, except in 
a fit of passion; hut the Bnshrucn will kill their 
children without remorse, on various occasions; as 
when th,·y arc ill-shaped, when they are in want of 
food, when the father of a child has forsaken its 
mother, or when obliged to !lee from the farmers 
or others; in which case they will strangle them, 
smother them, cast them away in the desert, or 
hury them alive. Tlll'rc arc instances of pareuts 
throwing their tender oft,µring to the hungry lion, 
who stands roaring before their cavern, refusing to 
depart till some peacc-ofieriug be mad,, to him. In 
general their children cease to be the ohjects of a 
mother's care as soon as they are able to crawl about 
in the field. In some few instances, howe,·er, you 
meet with a spark of natural affection, which places 
them on a level with the brute creation." Oh, the 
miseries to which human nature is heir! Hard is 
the Bushman's Jot, friendless, forsaken, an outcast 
from the world, greatly preferring the company of the 
bc.ists of prey to that of civilized mau. His gorah* 
soothes some solitary hours, although its sounds are 
often responded to Ly the lion's roar or the hyena's 
howl. He knows 1w Got!, knows 1iothing of eter­
nity, yet dreads death; au<l has no ~hrine at which 
he leaves his cares or sorrows. "·e can scarcely 
conceive of human Leiugs descending lower in the 
scale of ignorance and vice; while yet there can he 
no question that they arc children of one common 
parent with onr~ehes. If, <luring a period of four 
thousand years, they have sunk thus low, what 
would the world become if left without Divine re­
,·elation to grope in the mazes of heathen darkness? 
But, degraded as the Bushmen really are, they can 
he kind, and hospitable too; faithful to their charge, 
grateful fo1· favonrs, and susceptible of kindness. 
I speak from what I know, having seen all these 
qualities exemplified. It is also habitual with 
them, ou receiving the smallest portion of food, to 
divide it with their fricnus; aud gcuerally it is 
observed the one who first recei,·e<l the boon re­
tained the least for himself; and a hungry mother 
will not unfrequently give what she may receive 
to her emaciated children, without tasting it her­
self. In order to get the people to congregate, :i\lr. 

_ • The gorah is an in~trumt!DI :i-Omt>lhiui; like the how of a 
nolin. rather mure curYc<l, along- which is strctcht"tl a cat4 

gut, to whicl~ is.attached a small pit'ce of (Jllill. The pla)t~r 
takt's tilt" quill m his mouth. and by ~troug iuspirntions a1Hl 
rcspiratiuus of brearh, pro<luc~s a r~w ~oft 11otes iu the ,·ib1a.• 
hous or the cat-gut. 
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Kichercr found it necessary to give them daily a 
little food, and e~pecially s111all portions of tobacco, 
with which he was most )il,erally supplied hy the 
farmers. "\\'ithout tbat," he says, "it would have 
been impossible to bring these poor people 10 any 
means of instruction, as they arc compelled conti­
nually to go from one place to another for food." 
"'bile, however, the message of Divine mercy at 
times wade an impression so great, that the mis­
sionaries were led to suppose that they hat! snr­
mounted eYery ditliculty, they w,•re again huml,lcd 
and grieved to se,•, as they expressed it, the natural 
inconstancy of the Bushmen reverse every pro­
mi~ing sign. 

The Directors of the London l\Iissionary Soc.ety, 
most anxious to impart to this degraded portion of 
the human family the means of grace, recommended 
the establishment of a station for that object at 
Toornbcrg, now Colesberg, south of the Gn)at 
ltinr; anti lllr. Erasmus :Smith and lll r. Corner 
repaired thither in 1814, when about five hundred 
Bushmen took up tl,eir abode with them. The 
missionaries were thus cheered hy a pPople ,rniting 
to receive them; but their joy was of short durn­
tion. A long and mortal enmity had existed be­
twt•en the Bushmen and the farmers; am! they 
soon began to suspect that the missionaries were 
employed only as instruments to uct.-ay them into 
their hands. Groundless as this smpicion was, it 
neVl'rthclcss so operated for a while as to damp the 
zeal of the missionaries. They Vl'ry naturally ex­
pected that it would requil'e a long and laborious 
course of culture anti tuitiou hefore such pupils 
could 1,e l'xpccted e\'('11 to apprl'hend the doctl'iues 
of Christianity. This, howev(•r, was not the case. 
The light and power of the gospel at au early 
period of the mission accompanied the proclamation 
of its glad titlings; and a numl,er of these barbarous 
people, wheu tlwy heard the word of life, believed. 
And here a Christian chnreh arose, cxtet~~ive gar­
dens were laid out, and these cultivated ,rith the 
Bushmen's own hands. 

Another mission was commenced among that 
people at HephziL,ah, v,· here there was a prospect 
of permanent success. It was, however, found ex­
tremely difficult, from the llushmen coming iuto 
unpleasant contact with the farmers in their vicinity, 
and the missionaries being brought into collision 
on their account. These evils, to which their 
locality exposed them, soon prO\ul the means of 
!,lasting their pleasing hopes a,11ong that people. 
An order was received from the Cape authorities, 
requiring the mi~sionarics to retire within the 
colony. Thus ceased the operations of the Society 
among the p,,or wild Bushmen at thc·se stations; 
and it is impossible to read the following extract of 
a letter to the Hev. Dr. Philip from the Hcv. A. 
Faure, then ministel' of Graaff l(einet, without 
deeply lamenting with that enlif!htene,l iudi,·idual 
that thl'se stations should haYc been hrokl'n np. 
"i:iomc of the Bushmen whom l\lr. Smith haptizcd 
had ac'luired Yc1·y rational ideas of the p1·i11ciples of 
the Christian religion, and appeared to feel its con­
sti-aining influence 011 their habitual con<luct. They 
wc.•re z~alons in trying: to convey the ~ame iuc~ti­
mablc hle,siug to tlwir unhappy cou11trymcn, who 
live without God and without hope iu the "·orld. 
It was delightful to hear the children sing the 

praisrs of Jehovah, and to witness the pro"rcss thev 
had made in spelling and .-eading. Tl~cse fact~. 
which have come undl'r my own ollserYation, prove 
that the conversion of this race of immortal beings 
is not impos:=:il,Ie." 

The last effort of the Society to establish a mis­
sion among that people, was attempted in the Yi­
ciility of the Caledon Hiver. Captain A. Kok, the 
late chief of Philippolis, most munificently prcsent,•d 
the Bushmen who congregated at that place ,vith a 
good supply of cattle, sheep, and goats. This mis­
sion, now called Bethulie, was nftcrwar,ls transferred 
hy Dr. Philip to the missim,aries of the Paris 
Society; and it has since become a Bcdmana 111is­
sio11, where the word c,f Got! has had frt•e eom-se, 
and hcen glol"ified, The proximity of the pla~c to 
the gradual Cllcroachments of those whom the 
Bushml'n dreaded, influenced them to leave the 
spot, so that now few remain, nor is it any longer a 
Bushman station.* 

In takinf! a brief review of the Bushmen missions, 
we cannot help being- struck with the depravity and 
ignorance of the people, the zeal and perseverance 
of the missionario:s, the power of gospel trnth, and 
the dn•adfol guilt of those who ha,·c been directly 
the cause of frnstrnting the objects of the ;\lis­
sionary i:iocicty, which is the only one that has 
espoused the cause of that a@icted people. Shall 
not the Lord require it? for tlw blood of thousnuds 
cries from the dnst, anti the cry has ('Uteretl into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Can we wonder that 
the llushmen missions, under the circnmstances in 
\\·hieh they have het•n placed. should, npon the 
whole, prove a failure, though not without im­
portant results? \Ye must continue to look for 
success in attracting the scattered fragm,•nts to tbe 
missionary settlemcuts, allll forming out-stations 
among them, a method whieh has already recei\"ed 
the Di¥ine blessing. This plan has uccn canied on 
at our Gri,pia mission, from its commencement to 
the present day ; and those established in connexion 
with the Kat HiYer ai-e promising. This mode of 
proceeding with that people cannot he too strongly 
recommended to those who are labouring among 
their more powerful Jl('ighhours. \\"hen once a 
number of these are saYiugly con\"erted to God, 
and feel the constraiuing influence of the love of 
Christ, they will become valuable auxiliaries to the 
missionary, in collecting them around their villages 
and cattle out-posts, and thus, by kind endeavours, 
bring them within the ht•uig:11 au<l transforming· in­
fluences of the gospel of loYc. 

"Kindness is the key to the human heart." 
know an indiYiclual who was strul'k with the diffi­
culties the Buslnromen had in rearing their infants 
after the term of suckling, from the ,•ntire absence 
of anything in the shape of milk or grain. Dried 
mmt, or lxia hulhs, is hard fare for a babe. lie 
trie1l to pc•r;iiad~ them to purchase goats, with os­
t1·ich feathers, or ,kins of game procured in the 
chase. At this proposal they laughed inordinately, 
asking him if ('\"er their fordhtlwrs kept cattle; in­
timating. that they wt•re uot intended to lieep, hut 
to eat, as their progenitors l,atl always done. lie 
recommended the plan to all who happened to come 

• For a mnw partict1br nrcount of the! Toornl>t'rg- and 
1lt•ph1.ihah missi,.ms, SCl' Dr. Philip's ltescarcht•s iu :;oulh 
Africa, \'ol. ii. p. ~3. 
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in his way, but with no hett~r success. It at last and the grateful gesticulations of the women, were 
ocC'urred to his mind to pl'cscnt some of the priu- felt by the missionary as a rich l'eward. His an­
cipal individuals amoug them with a few goats ticipations were fully realized. They allowed thcil' 
a-piece. This he did, promising that, if thq took little flocks to increase, and even took some trouble 
good care of them for a given time', he would add to make additions by barter; and it was no un­
to their number, and make them their own. This common thing to see several of these resorting to 
proposal, though to them scarcely to be believed, the house of prayer on sabbath-days, though their 
went to their hearts; and the very looks of the men, homes were mauy miles distant. 

One of the accompanying sketches represents a of that people. The other skt'lch exhibits a strata­
Bnshman anti a woman. The man has his bows, ~cm, by which the Bushman approaches to game, 
quiver, and poisoned arrows; and both he and the m the garb of the ostrich. The method is ingenious, 
fomale arc fair specimens of the general appearance though extremely simple. A kind of flat double 

cushion is stuffed with straw, and formed something I and made so as to resemble the bird. The neck and 
like a saddle. All, except the under part of this, is head of a.n ostrich are stuffed, and a small rod in­
covered over with feathers, attached to small pegs, troduccd. The Bushman intending to at:ck game, 



18 TOPOGRAPHY OF NA:MAQUA-LAND. 

whitens his legs with any sub,tance he can procure. 
Ile places the feathcreu saddle on his shoulders, 
takes the bottom part of the neck in his right hand, 
and his how and poisoned arrows in his left. Such 
as the writer has seen were the most pcrfoct mimics 
of the ostrich, and at a few hundred yards distant it 
is not possi blc for the human eye to detect the 
fraud. This !11111w11 bird appears to pick away atthe 
verdure, turning the head as if keeping a sharp 
look-out, shakes his feathers, now walk,, an<l then 
trots, till he gets within bow-shot; and when the 
flock runs from one receiving an arrow, he runs too. 
The male ostriches will on some occasions give chase 
to the strange bird, when he tries to elude them, in 
a way to prevent their catching his scent; for when 
once they do, the spell is broken ; should one happen 
to get too near in pursuit, he has only to run to 
windward, or throw off his saddle, to avoid a stroke 
from a wing, which would lay him prostrate. 

CHAPTER V. 

Gl•ographieal position of Namaqua-lan<l-"'hcn first visitC"tl 
hy Mis~iouarics-Topo;.:raphy-Character and language of 
the inhahitauts-lnfi11t>uce of foreign intcrcourse-Priva­
tious of lhe fir~t ~lis~ionaries-Their fm•liags-Th('y noss 
tlw houndaric.-s of tlw colony-Cornl!Hus Kok-Commt>nce• 
mcnt of labours-Fi1·st interview with AfricanC"r-llis 
ancestry-01lpn•ssions-Re,·eugf'-The catastropl1C'--Afri~ 
can('r's escape to the Or~ngf' Hi\·er-\V:u with the Be1·1•nds 
-A lestimouy-Afdc.rner <lll;-1cks ;t, lmuditti-Ilis mOLle of 
warfare-Iii..; cattle stolC'n-lle slorms the assailants­
Nichul.1s Dt•re111l. 

GnEAT :\'amaqua-land, as it is usually eallrcl, lies 
north of the Orange River, on the wcste111 coast of 
Africa, between the 23° and :!8° of south latitude; 
Loundcd on tbc north Ly the Damaras, aud on the 
east hy an extensive sandy desert, called by l\Ir. 
Campbell the Southern Zara, or Zahara. 

In the month of Jannary, 1806, the Orange, or 
Gariep River, was crossed by missionaries of the 
London lllissionary Society, for the purpose of 
planting the Gospel among the inhabitants of that 
wild and desolate region. Before entering into a 
detail of painful and pleasing events, which marked 
the whole course of the bold, self-denying, danger­
ous enterprise of the two Alhrechts and their asso­
ciates, it will he proper briefly to sketch the character 
of the countrv, and the circumstances connected with 
the early cff~rts of these men of God, to sow the 
se?ds of the everlasting Gospel in a most ungenial 
SOIi. 

As an inhabited conntry, it is scarcely possible to 
conceive of one more destitute and miserable; and 
it is impossihle to traverse its extensive plains, its 
rugged, undulating surface, and to descend to the 
beds of its waterless rivers, without viewing it as 
emphatically "a laud of droughts," hearing the 
heavy curse of 

" ~Ian's 0rst disobedience, aad the fruit 
Of that fo1·bi<ldl!n tree, whose mortal taste 
llrn11ght tlc>J.th in&o the world, ;m<l all our woe." 

~leeting with an individ_ual, on my jouruey thi­
ther, who bad spent years m that country, I asked 
what was its character aud appearance? "Sir," 
he replied, "you will find plenty of sand and stones, 

a thinly scattered population, always suffering froru 
want of water, on plains :ind hills roasted like a 
burnt loaf, under the scorching rays of a cloudless 
snn." Of the truth of this description I soou had 
ample demonstration. It is intersected by the Fish 
and 'Oup !Uvers, with their uumherlcss tributary 
streams, if such their clry,aud often glowing beds 
may be termed. Sometimes, for years together, 
they are not known to run; when, after the stag­
nant pools are dried up, the natives congregate to 
their heds, and dig holes, or wells, in some instances 
to the depth of twenty feet, from which they draw 
,rnter, generally of a very inferior quality. They 
place branches of trees in the excavation, aud. with 
great labour, under a hot sun, hand up the water in 
a ,,ooden vessel, aud pour it into an artificial 
trough; to which the panting, lowing herds ap­
proach, partially to satiate tl1eir thirst. Thunder 
storms arc eagerly anticipated, for hy these ouly 
rain falls; and frequently these storms will pass 
owr with tremendous violence, striking the inhnhi t­
ants with awe, while not a single drop of rain de­
scends to rool and fructify the parched waste. 

When the heavens do let down their watery 
treasures, it is generally in a partial strip of countr):, 
which the electric cloud has traversed; so that the 
traveller will frequently pass, almost instanta­
neously, from ground on which there is not a blade 
of grass, into tracts of lnxuriant green, sprung up 
after a passing storm. Fountains are indee<l few 
and far between, the best very inconsiderable, fre­
quently very salt. and some of them hot springs; 
while the soil contiguous is generally so impregnated 
with saltpetre, as to crackle under the feet, like 
hoar-frost, and it is with great difficulty that any 
kind of \'Cgctable can be made to grow. Much of 
the country is hard and stony, interspersed with 
plains of deep sand. There is much granite; and 
quartz is so abundantly scattered, reflecting such a 
glare of light from the rays of the snn, that the 
traveller, if exposed at noon-day, can scarcely allow 
his eyelids to be sufficiently open to enable him to 
keep the course he wishes to pursue. 

The inhabitants are a trihc or tribes of Hotten­
tots, distinguished by all the singular characteristics 
of that nation, which includes Hotten tots, Corannas, 
Namaqnas, and Bushmen. Their peculiar clicking 
language is so similar, that it is with little difficulty 
they couvcrse with the two forn1er. In their nath·e 
state the aborigines, though deeply sunk iu igno­
rance, aud disgusting in their manners and mien, 
were neither very warlike nor bloody in their dis­
positions. The enenating influence of climate, 
and scanty sustenance, seem to have dcpri ,·cd them 
of that hold martial spirit which distinguishes the 
tribes who live in other parts of the interior, which, 
in comparison with Namaqua-land, may be said to 
"flow with milk and honey." With the exception 
of the solitary traveller, whose objects were entirely 
of a scientific character, those who ventured into 
the interior carried on a system of cupidity, and 
perpetrated deeds calculated to make the ,vorst 
impressiva upon the minds of the natives, an,l in­
fluence :·t-.em to view ..,-hite men, and others de­
scended from them, as an " angry" race of human 
beings, only fit to he classed with the lions, which 
roar for their prey in their natiYc wilds. Inter­
course with such visitors in the southern districts, 
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and disgraceful acts of deceit and oppression, corn- service as well as other brethren; an(! we arc also 
mitted by sailors from ships which visited Angra com·inccd that onr worthy brethren, the Directors, 
Piqucna, and other places on the western coast, would not suffer ns first to stand in need, and then 
hud, as may easily be conceived, the most baneful he willing to help us when there should be no 
influence on the nath·e tribes, and nurtured in the opportunity, or when it might be too late to deliver 
heathen minds(naturally suspicious) a savage disgust ns from trouble and danger. \Ye were never in 
for all intercourse with white men, alas! pro- our lives so perplexed, to think what we should eat 
fesscdly Christian. Having little to talk about, or drink, as we have reason to do at present; not 
when they met, these subjects became their general only to nur grief, hut that also of our people in this 
theme. Sttch was the long, and deep-rooted im- dry sandy desL•rt, where we are deprived of human 
pression made on their minds, as a people. that on assistance, but must rejoice when able to get just a 
one of the branches of the Fish J:ivcr, far cast of drink of water, which is mostly brack or saltish. 
l\lr. Schmelen's station at B,·thany, when I asked But all suffering we meet with in the journey or 
a native why he had never visited the missionary in the service of our Lord, we shall patiently bear 
station; his reply was, " I have been taught from for the sake of our Lord ,Jesus. Yet when we and 
my infancy to look upon llat men (hat-wearers) our people snffer hy famine, and we think the same 
as the robbers and murderers of the Namaquas. might have been prevented-and who !mows how 
Onr friends and parents have been robbed of their Jong we must remain in this perilous situation?­
cattle, aud shot by the hat-wearers." l\Iany run- then it is very sorrowful for brethren, who have 
aways, and characters reckless of law, abandoning abandoned their lh·clihood, country, and friends, 
the service of the farmers in the colony, fled to and have given themselves up to the service of our 
Great Namaqua-land, and their influence w&nt far great Sender, the Lord Jesus, thus to endnrc. Dut 
in stirring up the native mind against all eompro- we trust God will protect us, and will not let us 
mise on the part of their civilized neighbours. It come to shame." 
was to such a people, and to such a country, that These were only some of their trials, while yet 
the missionaries directc(l their conrsc, to lead a life within the boundary of the colony, and at no great 
of the greatest self-denial and privation. distance from the abodes of civilized men; as they 

From a variety of untowar,l circumstances, their drew near the sphere of their intended labours, 
experience on the journey from Cape Town to the their spirits rnived, though their troubles and 
pbec of their destination, seemed a precursor, and reasonable fears did 1tot diminish; for, having 
preparation for future trials, and to them the passed the boundary of the colony, they add, "In 
journey must have formed a striking contrast to this place, which is called Bushman-country, there 
European travelling, and the endeared home of is as little water as there is grass to be found. 
the friends they had left never again to behold in One must hunger and thirst, and be in continual 
the flesh In their journal they detail numcrons danger of being devoured by wild beasts, or mur­
difficultics with which they had to contend in their dcrcd." 
progress. They had a weak and imperfect supply It is pleasing to sec that, amidst these privations, 
of oxen to draw their wagons, some fainting, and their devotedness to the immortal interests of the 
others incapable of being yoked. Their wagons heathen continued unwavering, even thongh they 
stuck fast in the sand, then in the river. They were fully satisfied that much suffering and distress 
were compelled to lcaYC oxen behind, and they of mind might have been prevented by some whose 
stJffcrcd excessively from thirst, as tl,e water was duty it was to direct and assist. 
scarce and nauscm,s. They were unable to obtain, " Dear brethren," they write, addressing the 
from their poverty and the locality, a sufficiency of Directors,* '' we have gone throngh many difli­
food to snpply the calls of hunger. Their spirits cultics, of which nobody can form an idea, who 
drooped, and though their courage did not fail, the never has been in a dry and barren desert. '\\'c 
following letter shows that they were alive to the I were not only separated from onr friends, but could 
nature of their situation. get no assistance from any hnman being. If vrc 

" We had no prospect of being soon among the had not been able,.to hclieve that it was the will of 
people, and could easily calculate that we should I the Lord for us to go to the Great Namaquas, we 
not have sufficient to last till we had an opportunity could not have gone through snch great fatigue 
of purchasing for slaughter. The Lord brings us and Jabour. Nevertheless, it was painful to us to 
now into paths, where we must by experience )cam observe that even those who arc said to have 
to pray, • Give us this day our daily bread.' We assisted us. have made our journey so difficult by 
ha,e not only to take care of our own provisions in not pro,iding prop~rly for us." 
the parclied deserts, but also of those who conduct \Vhile in some of their greatest perplexities, 
the wagons. Besides the 3G rix-dollars ( about 3/.) Cornelius Kok, of Kamies Bcl'g, with his son Adam, 
we had remaining to carry us from the Rodesand, (late chief of Philopp:>lis,) appeared to them like 
were almost expended, and we were still at a consi- an angel of mercy, assisting, comforting, and direct­
dcrable distance from the Kamies Berg. To say ing them in their arduous enterprise. These trying 
nothing of the country of the Great Namaquas, times were rendered tenfold more so from their 
where ,rn hope to find the place of onr destination, want of pecuniary resources, among a people sus­
it is very gri~vons for me and my brethren, that we picious of their real motives, themselves in powrty. 
are sent to make such a long journey, through the Though permitted by an austere and mistaken 
dreary parts of Africa, with so little money and 
provisions: we being altogether eleven in number, 
who canuot live upon the air. We acknowledge 
that through Jove we gave ourselves up to. that 

4 It shonld l1e horne in minrl, that at lhat tim~ our mis­
sions Wl're principall)' nndn the management of the Dir(.lctors 
of the South Al"rican :\lissionary ~oc1cty-Dr. Vanderk~mp 
and !\lr. Kichcrer. 

C2 
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goYernment, as a favour, to exile themselves beyond 
the boundaries of the colony, to instruct the abo­
rigines in the Christian religion, they were for­
bidden to teach them to write, without special 
orders from the Cape authorities. 

On reaching the junction of the Hartebeast with 
the Orange Hiver, they waited some time, till 
Curistian Albrecht, having pioneered to Great 
l\"amaqua-land, returned with encouraging pros­
pects, and the whole party passe,l on to that 
country. Characteristic of the simplicity of their 
proceedings, they named the spot of their first 
temporary residence, Stille Hoop (Silent Hope,) and 
the next BIJde Uitkomst, (Happy Deliverance.) 
Their Silent Hope, however, in that country, was 
Jong deferred; and, indeed, could scarcely be said 
to Le fully realized, till thdr Happy Deliverance 
from a succession ofdisappoiutments, mortifications, 
and hardships, which brought the Albrechts, and 
i\lrs. C. A., formerly i\Iiss llureman, to a prema­
ture gra,e. Soon after connnencing their labours, 
their prospects were alternately bright and gloomy. 
Their proximity to Africaner, the notable robber, 
added not a little to their anxieties. Appearing 
before them on one occasion, he said, "As you are 
sent by the English, I welcome you to the country : 
for though I hate the Dutch, my former oppressors, 
I love the English; for 1 have always heard that 
they are the friends of the poor black man." So 
early and so fully was this man, the terror of the 
country, impressed with the purity and sincerity 
of the missionary character, that, hearing that it 
was the intention of the Albrechts to remove to a 
more eligible situation, he came to the missionaries, 
(after having sent repeated messages,) entreating 
tbem not to leave that part of the country, and 
testifying the pleasure he felt at seeing the progress 
his children had made under their instruction, 
promising to send the rest, which he did eventually, 
taking up his abode with them, aud ,·ausing his 
people to do the same. 

llefore proceeding with the painful record of 
events which followed in rapid succession, it may 
be proper here to glance briefly at Africaner's 
history and character. In doing this, it will be 
well to fix the attention on Jager, 1he eldest son of 
the old man, who, from his shrewdness and prowess, 
obtained the reins of the go\'ernment of his tribe 
at an early age."' He and his f'\lher once roamed 
on their nati,·e hills and dales, within one hundred 
miles of Cape Town; pastured their owu flocks, 
killed their own game, drank of their own streams, 
and mingled the music of their heathen songs with 
the winds which hurst over the "'itsemberg and 
Winterho(•k mountains, once the strongholds of his 
clan. As the Dutch settlers increased, and found 
it necessary to make room for themselves, hy 
adopting as their own the lands which lay beJond 
them, the Hot:entots, the aborigines, perfectly in­
capable of maintaining their ground against these 
foreign intruders, were compt-lled to give place by 
removing to a distance, or yielding themselves in 
passive obc<lience to the farmers. From time to 
time be found himself and his people becoming 

• Tht> fallwr of the hrge family of Africaners or Jagers, 
had r,•si,!.,'lle.d lhe hereditary rhtht ur <'hidtain3h if, to his eh.lest 
son J.ig~r, al'terw,ll'lls Christian A Meaner; t 1c old man, 
who lhc<l tu a great age, Lciug su11eranuualcd. 

more remote from the land of their forefathers, till 
he became united and subject to a farmer named 
P--. Here he and bis diminished clan lived for 
a number of years. In Africaner, P-- found a 
faithful, and an intrepid shepher,l; while his valour 
in defending and increasing the herds and flocks of 
bis master enhanced his value, at the same time it 
rapidly matured the latent principle which after­
wards recoiled on that devoted family, and carried 
devastation to whatever quarter he directed his 
steps. Had P-- treated his subjects with com­
mon humanity, not to say with gratitude, be might 
have died honourably.and prevented the catastrophe 
which befell the family, and the train of robbery, 
crime, and bloodshed which quickly followed that 
melancholy event. lt can serve no good purpose 
here to detail the many provocations and oppressions 
which at length roused the apparently dormant 
energies of the often dejected chieftain, who saw 
his people dwindling to a mere handful; their 
wives and daughters abused, their infants murdered, 
while he himself bad to subsist on a coarse and 
scanty pittance, which, in the days of bis inde­
pendency he would have considered as the crumbs 
of a table fit only for the poorest of the poor. De­
monstrations too tangible to admit of a doubt, con­
vinced him and his people, that in addition to 
having their tenderest feelings trodden under foot, 
evil was intended against the whole party. They 
had been trained to the use of fire-arms ; to act 
not only on the defensive, but offensive also; and 
Africaner, who had been signally expert in re­
capturing stolen cattle from the llushmen pirates, 
now refused to comply with the command of the 
master, who was a kind of justice of peace. Order 
after order was sent down to the huts of Africaner 
and his people. They positively refused. They 
had on the previous night received authentic in­
formation that it was a deeirlaid scheme to get 
them to go to auotl1er farm, where some of the 
party were to be seized. Fired with indignation 
at the accumulated woes through which they had 
passed, a tempest was brooding in their bosoms. 
They had before signified their wish, with the 
farmer's permission, to have some reward for their 
often galling servitude, and to be allowed peaceably 
to remove to some of the sequestered districts 
beyond, where they might live in peace. This 
desire had Leen sternly refused, and followed by 
severity still more grievous. It was even-tide, and 
the farmer, exasperated to find his commands dis­
regarded, ordered them to appear at the door of his 
house. This was to them au awful moment; and 
though accustomed to scenes of barbarity, their 
hearts beat bard. It had not yet entered their 
minds to do violence to the farmer. Jager, with 
his brothers and some attendants, uio-,·ed slowly up 
towards the door of the house. Titus, the next 
brother to the chief, dreading that the farmer in 
his wrath might have recourse to desperate mea­
sures, took his gun with him, which he easily con­
cealed behind him, being night. When they 
reached the front of the house, and Jager, the chiet; 
had gone up the few steps leading to the door, to 
state their complaints, the farmer rushed furiously 
on the chieftain, and with one blow precipitated 
him to the Lottom of the steps. At this moment 
Titus drew from behind him his gun, fired on P--, 



AFlllCANER'S WAR WITII THE REimNDS-llIS l\lODE OF WAHFAHE. 21 

who staggered hackwar<l, and fell. They then 
entered the house, the wife havi11g witnesse<l the 
murder of her husband, shrieked, and implored 
mercy. They told her on no account to he alanned, 
for they had nothing against her. They asked for 
the guns and ammunition which were in the house, 
which she promptly delivered to them. They 
then straitly charge<l her not to leave the house 
during the night, as they could not ensure her 
safety from others of the se1·vant~, who, if she and 
her family attempted to flee, might kill them. 

This admonition, however, was disrcgarde<l. 
Overcome with terror, t,rn children escaped by a 
hack door. These were slain hy two Bushmen, 
who had long been looking out for an oppor1unity 
of revenging injuries they had suflcred. Mrs. 
P-- escaped in safety to the nearest farm. Afri­
caner, with as little loss of time as possible, rallied 
the remnautof his tribe, and, with what they could 
take with them, directed their course to the Orange 
Wver, and were soon beyon<l the reach of pursuers, 
who, in a thinly scattered population, required time 
to collect. He fixed his abode on the banks of the 
Orange Hiver; and afterwards, a chid ceding to 
him his dominion in Great Namaqna-land, it 
henceforth became his by right, as well as by 
conquest. 

Attempts were made on the part of the colonial 
government and the farmers, to punish this daring 
outrage on the P-- family; but though rewards 
were offered, and commandoes went out for that 
purpose, Africauer dared them to approach his 
territories. Some of the farmers had recourse to 
auother stratagem to rid the frontiers of such a 
terror ; they hri bed some of the Bastards, who were 
in the habit of visiting the colony, from the upper 
regions of the Orange River. This gave rise to a 
long series of severe, an<l sometimes bloody con­
flicts between the Africaners, and the chief llerend 
and his associates. Berend • being impelled by a 
twofold reward, and Africaner by a desire to wreak 
his vengeance on the farmers, who were once his 
frieuds, the instigators of the deeply lai<l scheme. 
Though these l\vo chiefs dreadfully harassed each 
other, neither conquere<l; but continued to breathe 
against each other the direst hatred, till, by thP. 
gospel of peace, they were brought to " beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks." 

As soon as Africaner ha<l discovered the origin 
of the plot, which had well nigh overthrown his 
power, he visited the boundaries of the colony. A 
farmer, named Engelbrecht, and a Bastard Hot­
tentot, fell the victims to his fury, and their cattle 
and other property were carried off to atone for the 
injuries intlicte<l by the machinations of the farmers. 
Africaner now became a terror, not only to the 
colony on the south, hut also to the tribes on the 
north. The origiual natives of the conntry justly 
viewed him as a dangerous neighbour, even though 
he had obtained, by lawful means, a portion in their 
country. They considered him as the common 
enemy. This led to pilfering and proYocations on 
their part; conduct which he was sure to pay back, 
in their own way, with large interest. The tribes 
fled at his approach. His name carried dismay 
eYen to the solitary wastes. At a snbsequent pe­
riod, as I was standing with a Namaqua chief, 

looking at Africaucr, in a supplicating attitudr, 
entreating parties ripe for a battle to live at peace 
with each other. "Look," said the wondering chid, 
pointing to Africaner, "there is the man, once the 
lion, at whose roar even the inhabitants of distant 
hamlets fled from their homes! Yes, and I" (pat­
ting his chest with his hand)" have, for fear of his 
approach, fled with my people, onr wives and our 
babes, to the mou11 tain glen or to the wilderness, 
and spent nights among beasts of prey, rather than 
gaze on the eyes of this lion, or hear his roar." 

After the general aspect of affairs began to settle 
in that part of the country where Africaner's head­
quarters were, other distant and interior parts of 
the country became a theatre, in which the inha-
1,itants of the colony were pursuing a bloody game, 
in shooting the aborigines and carrying off their 
cattle. The landrost of one of the colonial districts 
sent a message to Africaner, requesting him to try 
and put a stop to these proceedings, and especially 
those of a farmer, who, with his Bastard attendants, 
had sconced themselves in a stronghold in the 
country. Africaner promptly obeyed the call, and, 
as he did not intend to fight them, he weilt with 
some of his chief men on oxen to recommend them 
peaceably to retire from the country in which they 
were such a scourge. Oii approaching the tem­
porary dwellings of these freebooters, and within 
gun-shot, the farmer levelled his long ,·oer at the 
small party, and several slugs entering Africaner's 
shoulder, instantly brought him to the ground. 
His companions immediately took up their arms, 
and the farmer, knowing that their shots were 
deadly, kept out of the way, allowing the wounded 
chief and his attendants to retire, which they did, 
and returned home brooding rennge. 

As soon as the slugs were extracted, and the 
wound paitially healed, though the arm was lame,] 
for life, Africaner, who was not a man to be fright­
ened from his purpose, resume<l his campaign; and 
the result was, that this marauder, nnder a Christian 
name, was driven from his stronghold, and c01n­
pelled to take refuge in the colony whence he ha<l 
come. The success which, in almost every in­
stance, followed the arms of such a small and incon­
siderable body of handitti as that of Africaner, may 
be ascribed to his mode of warfare. lie endea­
<'oured always to attack his enemy on the plain ; 
or, if entrenched, or among bushes, the usual mode 
of fighting in the country, he instantly drove them 
from their sheltering places, where, if l,oth parties 
were of the same mind, they would continue, from 
day to day, occasionally discharging their missiles, 
or firing a shot. By Africancr's mode of warfare 
the conflict was soon decided. His reasons were 
these: he did not like suspense when life was at 
stake: he preferred to conquer a people before they 
had time to he alarmed, which save<l them much 
agony of mind, and spared the unnecessary effusion 
of blood. A fricaner was a man of great prowess, 
and possessed a mind capable of studying the tactics 
of savage warfure. Ilis brother Titus was, perhaps, 
still more fierce and fearless: and, thongh a little 
man, he was an extraordinary runner, and able to 
hear unparalleled fatigue. He has be~n known, 
single· handed, to overtake a party of twenty pos­
sessing fire-arms, and only retired when his musket 
was shot to pieces in his hand. On one occasion 
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llereu<l's party, who were far superior in numbers, 
hca<letl by l'iichola.s Jkrend, unexpectedly carried 
off every ox and cow belonging to Africancr, only 
a few calves being left in the stall. After a despe­
rate, though veryunequal, contest for a whole day, 
having repeatedly taken and lost their cattle, they 
returnetl home, slaughtered the calves which were 
left them, and 1·ested a couple of days in order to 
dry the flesh in the sun, ready for the intended 
campaign. For several days they pursncd their 
course along the northern hanks of the Orange 
l{iver, aud having by spies found out the rendezvous 
of the euemy on the southern side of the river, they 
passed beyond them, in order to attack them from 
a quarter on which they fancied they were safe. 
They swam over in the dead of the night, with 
their ammunition and c.lothes tied on their heads, 
and 1heir h'llns on their shoulders. The lit•Jc force 
thus prepared, not unlike that of Bruce at Bannock­
burn, seized their opportunity, and, wheu all the 
enemy were slumberiug in perfect secnrity, aroused 
them by a volley of stones falling on their fragile 
huts. The inmates rushed out, and were received 
hy a shower of arrows; and before they could fairly 
recO\·er their senses and seize their guns, the dis­
charge of mnsketry convinced them that they were 
besieged hy a host encamped in the most favourable 
position: they, conseqnently, fled in the greatest 
consternation, leaving the captured cattle, as well 
as their own, in the hands of the Africaners. 

Nicholas llerend, to whom reference has been 
made, was brother to the chief Berencl llerencl 
(afterwards of the Griqua mission, and uow of the 
Wesleyan mission among the Basuto), and a very 
superior man both iu appearance and intellect. I 
ha,•e frequently tl'avcllccl with him, and ruw1y a 
dreary mile have we walked over the wilderness 
togetiler. Having an excellent memory and goo<l 
descriptive powers, he has often beguiled the drea­
riness of the road, by rehearsing deeds of valour in 
clays of heathenism, in which this struggle with 
Africauer bore a prominent part. and on which he 
could not reflect witllont a sigh of sorrow. 

Among the remarkable interpositions of Divine 
Pro\'iclence in saving his life from <lestruction, he 
more than once repeated the following, with much 
emphasis. It happened when he was engaged in a 
desperate conflict with Titus Africaner, from whose 
lips I had heard the same tale. The two had been 
engaged for hours in mutual strife, taking aud re­
taking a herd of cattle. By means of the large 
drove and hushes, each had managed to conceal 
himself. Sutl1lenly a passage opcniug in the troop, 
which exposed the enraged combatants to each 
othu·s Yiew, their rifles were instantly levelled. 
The moment they touched the triggers, a cow 
darted iu between, and the two halls lodged in the 
centre of the animal, which fell <lead on the spot. 
But for this interposition, hoth would. in all pro­
bability, have falleu, as they were most expert 
marksmen. Titus, a man who could take his gnn 
in the dead of night, euter an immense deep pool 
in the Orange Tiivel', swim to the centre, take his 
scat 011 a roe k just aboYc the surface of the water, 
am! wait the appr,,ach of a hippopotamus, which 
he would shoot just as it opened its monstrous jaws 
to seize him; a man who would deliberately smile 
the moment he laid the lion dead at his feet ; this 

man, who appeared incapable of fear and reckless 
of danger, could not help acknowledging being 
most powerfully struck with his escape from the 
ball of his antagonist, and would say to me when I 
referred to the fact, " l\lynhecr knows how to use 
the only hammer which makes my hard heart 
feel." 

Nicholas finished his Christian course under the 
pastoral care of the Re\', T. L. Hodgson, \\'eslernn 
missionary at l.loochuap. His end was peace. • , 

CHAPTER YI. 

1\lissionaries settle at \Varm Bath-Th(.! pt'ople of thei1· 
charge-Arril·auel' joinstl,e mis'!>iou-D1•alh or A. Albrecht 
-Pll"asing pro:;pects blasted-i\lurder of lhns Drnvt"l"­
Painful dilemma-Trying altcrnath·t!-A curious ;xl1u­
matiou-\\'arm Bath de~lroycd-Iliuls to nt>w missionaries 
-Death of Mrs. Albrecht-Light at eYen~tiJe. 

Fno,1 the preceding tlescription, which, though a 
mere glance at Africaner's character, or like a 
single leaf from which a volume might he produced, 
it way he seen that it was a most desirable object 
for the missionw·ies to make him and his people 
the centre of their labours, or otherwise to obtain a 
sphere sufficiently distant to prevent anything like 
collision between the people of their charge aucl so 
formidable a neighbour. Humanly speaking, had 
the former plan been adopted, the evils which sue• 
ceeclecl might have bet'n prevented. The latter, 
for reasons obvious to the missionaries, was nnfor­
tnnately chosen, and they removed to the Warm 
Bath, about oue hundred miles west of the neigh• 
bourhoocl of Africancr, 

Taking up this place, as likely to become a per­
manent abode, they pitched their tent, though there 
was nothing lovely in its appearance, the neigh­
bourhood being hare and sterile; and the small 
portion of ground capable of being irrigated by the 
hot spring, so salt that little could be expected to 
grow. People and u·ater were, however, the objects 
of the missionaries' pursuit: and of all places they 
had seen or heard of, this was the most likely in 
which to congregate a tolerable, though at most a 
small, community. Here they resun,ecl their la­
bours of ioYe, casting the heavenly seed in the 
hearts of their hearers. These were composed of 
a mixed multitude of N amaquas and Bastards from 
the colony (called on that account Oor)ams), whom 
they, as well as other missionaries, found itcliflicult 
to manage. Originating _in the colony, proud of 
their superior knowledge, aud having a smattering 
of the Dutch language, they stood high in their 
own estimation, and despised the aborigines. This, 
in many instances, gave rise to dissension, discord, 
and war, so as even to overthrow the labours of 
the missionaries, and tul'll a thriYing settlement 
into desolation. 

For a season the prospects of the brethren con­
tinued cheering, their labours being blessed. They 
were "instant in season aud out of season" to ad­
vance the temporal and spiritual interests of the 
natiYes, though lahoming in a debilitating climate, 
and in want of the common necessaries of life. 
Their table, for a long time the lid of a wagon­
chest, was covered with the most scanty fare. One 
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feels at a loss, while reading their journals and let-1 mission, whicl1 had just begun to bid fair for pcr­
ters at this season, which most to admire, their zeal, manent success. 
their self-denial, or their resignation to a life of An event so painful au<l 1lestmctive to the mis­
hardship. While labouring lierc, their congrega- sion cause will require some notice being taken of 
tion was increased even by that desperado Afri- its origin, which I shall give nearly in the langnage 
caner, who, with part of his people, drew near, and I of the late Hev. J. Campbell, in liis tract," The 
a_ttend?d oecasi01'.a!ly th~· instru~tions of the mis-1 Life _of Africaner," with slight corrections aud 
s10nar1es, who v1s1tcd !us place 111 return. It was additions:-
here, an<l at this time, that Jager, afterwards Chris- "Africaner, being an ontlaw, could not visit the 
tian Africa,wr, listened with attention to the first colony or Cape Tciwn, and, in order to procme 
principles of the doctrine of Christ; and it was to supplies, employed others. He entrusted Hans 
this period H1at he thqnently referred in his com- Drayer with tlH"ee teams, or thirty oxen, eom111is­
munications with me; that he saw ·' men as trees sioning him to purchase a wagon for Africaner 
,miking." But this was but a transient glimpse; with the twenty, and with the remaini11g ten to 
for a <lrgree of jealousy, and perhaps alarm, was bring it home, and at the same time allowiug an 
excited in the minds of the inhabitants on the sta- ample rewarJ. for Hans. lie bail not gone fa1· into 
tion, which inflnenced Africaner to retire to his the colony before he met a farmer to whom he 
wontetl distm,ee, with the full cons,•nt of the mis- owed a large debt, and who very naturally seized 
sionaries, who, had it been in their power, would the whole. Hans returned chap-fallen to l\lr. 
gladly haye prevented the separation. Abraham Seidenfaden's missionary station at Kamles Berg, of 
Albrecht soon after married; but ere long he was which he haJ. the charge during l\lr. S.'s absence. 
compelled by ill health to leave the station, and Africauer, hearing of what had happened, went in 
proceed to the colony, where he hoped that, by quest of Hans, whom he exp~cted to find humble, 
medical ml vice and attention to regimen, his system hut who was insolent to the last degree. On their 
might be restored. Ilis frame was uot naturally punishin~ him with a sa111bock he seized a gnn, 
strong, and his constitution ill able to weather the and levelled itat Africaner; hnt he was instantly 
hardships which had marked his short career. On despatched.'' 
the l~th of i\Iay, 1810, he took an affectionate and l\lr. Sddcnfaden having left debts behind him 
touching farewell of the flock at Wam1 llath, and, among the Great Xamaquas and some of the Afri­
accompanied by his hrother Christian, left ~lr. caners, a portion of his property was seize<l. After 
Tromp to carry on the work of the mission. After this the friends of Hans, with rhe assistance of the 
a journey, trying and tedious in the extreme to a ' Nama4nas, sought rev1•uge on the people of Afri­
sick man. he reached the hospitable mansion of caner; bnt not succeeding, o~tained assistance from 
.Mr. and ~lrs.Botma, the faithful and devoted friends the people of Warm llath. This, with a false re­
of missionaries, at Ilouing Berg, near Tulbagh, port that they had taken some of his cattle, and 
where he finished his earthly com-se on the :J0th of that the missionaries were their abettors, dread­
July. Shortly before he fell asleep in Jesus he fully enrnged Afric:mer, who vowed vengeance on 
read a chapter, and com·ersed on its contents. To the mission. 
the iriquiry how he felt, he replied," I go to Jesus; The situation of the missionaries and their wives 
I am a member of his hocly." The writer has was now most distressing. Among a feeble and 
stood by his grave with his widow (now l\lrs. timid people, with scarcely any means of defence, 
Ebner), who, pointing to it with much feeling, re- a bare country aronnd, no mountain glen or cave in 
fcrred to his tranquil passage into eternity, his deep which they could take refuge, a burning snn, and a 
anxiety for the hcatlien flock he had Jell, and the glowing plain, two hundred miles from the abodes 
charge he gave his attendants, entreating them to of civilized men, bet,reen which lay a waste-l1owl­
" cleave unto the Lord." Immediately after this ing wilderness, and the Orange Ri,er, seldom ford­
cvent, Christian Albrecht, who had proceeded to able by wagons. Snch was their position with 
Cape Town, was married to l\liss Burgman, a lady the hnman lion in his lair, ready to rouse himself 
of superior education and promise, who had Jong up to deeds of rapine and blood. This is no coloured 
burned with a holy zeal to encount<-r the perils of picture, for the writer has, with his family, been 
the wilderuess, to make known the savour of a placed in circum<tances not dissimilar; experience 
Redeemer's name among the perishing sons and is requisite to aid in jnst conceptions of so trying~ 
<laughters of Africa. For this purpo,e, as her moment. For a whole month they were in constant 
biographer states, "she cheerfully relinquished all terror, hourly expecting the threatened attack. 
the gratifications that a pleasing connexion with The hearts of the missionaries were riven with 
her pious and respectable friends at Hotterdam anguish; their sonls revolted at the idea of aban­
alforded, ready to encounter the privations and cloning the people, who were now suflering from 
hardships which she folly expected.'' Eminently want, to become a prey to one from whom tliey 
qualified for her intended station, and fondly anti- could expect no quarter. On one occasion they 
cipating many successful years in the work which dug square holes in the gronnd, about six foet deep, 
had so Jong been the cherished purpose of liu soul, that in case of an attack they might escape the 
she left with her husband for the scene of her la- balls; there they remained buried allve for the 
hours in Great Namaqua-lmul, takin" with them space of a week, having the tilt sail of the wagon 
the widow anrl child of their departed brother. On thrown over the month of the pit to keep off the 
their arrival she entered on her long-anticipated burning rays of an almost ,·ertical s1111. As one of 
labour with the utmost ardour; hut, alas! a heavy the sufferers told me, she scarcely knew whether 
cloud was gathering, which, in a few months, they had to suffer most by day or by night, for the 
darkened their cheering prm-pects, and b111-st on the heat sometimes amounted nearly to sulfocatiou. 
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l<'rom this place they remo,·ed, at the suggestion of ruins. I have walked over them in pensive sorrow, 
Fledermuis, a chief, northward to the base of the and slumbered among them, when the owl only 
Karas mountains; but finding it impossible to broke the death-like silence which reigned with its 
settle, they retired to the colony to seek counsel melancholy note, or the gaunt hyena bowled in 
and assistance. quest of 1,rcy. It might be profitable to improve 

But to return to Africaner. lie spread devasta- this event, by tracing the succession of evils which 
tion around him, attacked the Namaquas, and pro- befell that mission to their source. It might afford 
ceeded to Warm Bath. Finding it abandoned, his instructive lessons to those who may be similarly 
followers commenced a rigid search for any artidcs situated. It is, however, not my ohject to preach, 
which might have been concealed for safety in the but faithfully to narrate past events: leaving my 
earth, and were but too successful. While the readers, especially such as (have entered into the 
plunderers were engaged in their destructive ope- labours of others, of whose suflcrings it is scarcely 
rations an incident occurred, almost too ludicrous possible for them to form an adequate conception, 
for so melancholy a recital. As the triumphant to make the improvement. I have known a newly 
chief and his adherents were revelling in their ill- arrived missionary listen to the apparently romantic 
gotten spoils, not without some qualms of con- tale of a veter~n of the above order, with the con­
science, derived from the light, however little, vi.ction, that the exaggerated picture be drew of 
which they had received, especially as they now past trials must have been the effect of an intellect 
stood upon holy ground, which recalled the scenes partially weakened. It is impossible to take a 
of by-gone days, one of the chieftain's attendants minute survey of the lives and labours of some of 
strayed into the burying-ground, where already a our missionaries, whose names have become, like 
few mounds distinguished it from the surrounding their voices, silent in death, without concluding 
waste as the place of the dead. Stepping over what that "there were giants in those days," like Chris. 
he supposed a newly-closed grave, he heard, to his tian Albrecht; a glance at whose concluding days, 
surprise, soft notes of music vibrate beneath. lie ancl those of his beloved partner, most close the 
stood motionless, gazing over his shoulder, with present chapter. 
mouth and eyes dilated, hesitating whether to stand Driven by necessity, as we have previously shown, 
still and se,e the dead arise, which he had heard the to the colony, a ,·isit to Cape Town cheered their 
missionaries preach about, or take to his heels. drooping spirits a little, though still feeling the 
After no little palpitation of heart, iu order to effects of previous suffering: for l\lrs. A. writes, 
assure himself be mustered courage to make another just on the e,-e of again returning, in December, 
trial, for the tones he had heard had died away. 18 I!, addressing the Directors," Yes, dear brethren, 
His second leap again roused the sepulchral harp, we have suffored much in every respect, and my 
which now fell in soft but awful cadence on his soul and body are very much dejected." After a 
ear. Without casting an eye hehiud, he darted off most distressing journey, sometimes under appre­
to the camp, and, with breathless amazement, an- heusion of perishing in the wilderness, they reached 
nounccd to Africancr the startling discovery he Silver Fountain, the residence of Cornelius Kok, 
had made of life and music in the grn·c. The ap- who again rendered signal senice to the weary, 
pcarance of the man convinced Africancr that he worn-out travellers. Here l\Irs. Albrecht breathed 
was in earnest, for reason seldom reels in that her last, on the 13th of April, just five days after 
country. The chief, fearless of the living or the their arrival; and when she anticipated some 
dead, was not to be scared even by the supposed repose she was removed to an ctcrual rest; to the 
spectre of the tomb, arose, and ordered his men to last her heart was fixed on her Master's work. 
follow him to the spot. One jumped and another The l\'amaqua mission was resumed at Pella, south 
jumped, and at each succeeding leap succeeding of the river, and which was so called from its 
notes of the softest music vibrated on the ear from becoming the place of refuge ; there they were 
beneath. Recourse was had instantly to cxbuma- joined by ahout five hundred of the Warm Bath 
tion. The mysterious musician was soon brought people. l\1r. C. Albrecht, having occasion again 
to light. It proved to be lllrs. Albrecht's piano- to go to the Cape for medical advice, as his health 
forte, which she had taken with her from London, had been for some time <leclining, while there en­
and which was the first ever conveyed into the I gaged in his Master's business, rnddenly expired, 
Transgariepinc regions. Being too cumbrous to leaving behind him a bright testimony of zeal, love, 
be taken in a hasty flight, it had been buried in a and self-denial seldom equalled. His labours 
so!I where, from t~c ~ntirc absence of moistur~, it follow him, while his remains sl_umber beside ~h.ose 
might, but for tins c1rcumstancc, ha.-e remamed of Dr. \'anderkemp, on a foreign shore, wa1trng 
unscathed. Africaner, whose martial spirit made the sound of the last trump. Hut before he was 
him a fitter associate for l\lars than for the l\luscs, called, like a faithful scn·ant, to the "joy of bis 
allowed the instrument to be dissected, parts Lorcl," a delightfn 1 realization of the faithfulness 
of which I have seen, from which those fingers and mercy of Jehovah was permitted to enlighten 
1,ow silent in the grave had called forth divine ancl cheer bis latter lap. l\1any and fervent were 
harmony. the prayers which he and his coadjutors had offered 

To finish the varied but sorrowful cletail, one of up to the throne of God for the poor Namaquas, 
the men of Africancr, on seeing him depart, took and for Africaner too. These prayers wcr~ heard; 
a firebrand, and set fire to the houses and buts, and before leaving the country, he bad the meffable 
which w~rc soon reduced to ashes; and thus the joy, which it would require au angel's tongue to 
light of Dh-iue truth, which hadjust been en kindled describe, of making peace with Africaner, and 
in those gloomy regions, was extinguished for a seeing the standard of the Prince of Peace reared 
season, and a peaceful Zion reduced to a heap of in tb~ ,·cry village of the man who once " breathed 
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out threatenings and slaughter," against not only 
his fellow heathen, but against the saints of the 
i\lost High. 

CIIAPTEll VII. 

The He\·, J. Camphl'll writes to Africaner-Mr. EbnC'r sent 
to t.lic mission-Journey to ~am,u1ua-laud-\'icws of 
young tra\·cllt>rs-!\o choicc-D1·hin~ loose caltl~-Awk• 
ward circum:-.tanc~s-Thc lust shct>p-~wollcn ri,·l'r-U'a't"c 
lh·sonclcrmcid-A tlcsc1t. sc<.>ne-O.sen ruu away-~(r. 
ll~rtlclt ;1rrb·cs-Arrh·e at. Pella-Cross the Orang~ Rin!r 
-A ,·igorous contest. 

TnE Rev. J. Campbell, in his first visit to Africa, 
to which reference has been made, found it neces­
sary to cross the interior of the continent to Na­
maqua-land. During his journey, he fouud in 
every village through which he passed the terror 
of Africancr's name, and, as 11lr. C. expresses it, 
" a trembling, lest he should pay them a visit;" 
and he might have adcled what he has often since 
done, with, the voice, " that he and his recinue 
never were so afraid in their lives." On reaching 
Pella, he wrote a conciliatory letter to Africaner: 
leaving it to be forwarded, he pursued his joumey 
to the colony. ~lr. Sass undertook to convey this 
importa11t document; but after searching for 
Africaner for some time, he was compelled, by 
thirst aud hunger, to relinquish his ohject, com­
mitting the letter to one well acquainted with 
Africaner, and in whom he could confide. On his 
return, ~rr. S. and his atteudants had nearly 
perished from thirst; they came to a hole in a rock 
where there was water, and into which a large 
hyena having forced itself, had been drowned : the 
stench was horrible, and in attempting to draw the 
uow putrid carcase out, it went 10 pieces in their 
hands. But thirst will compel a man to do what 
would scarcely be credited in England; they dra11k. 
though the beasts of burden, panting for want of 
water, would nut taste of the almost putrid draught. 
To this letter A fricaner seut a favourable reply, 
and C. Albrecht lost no time in accomplishing what 
he had so long desired ; and soon after ;\lr. Elmer 
was sent from Pella. 

I now enter into the history of that part of the 
Namaqua mission which requires a delicate hand 
to touch, and which cannot be done without vio­
lence to my own feelings. But it is impossihle for 
me to avoid reference to certain points which illus­
trate subsequent events. The station now occnpied 
by l\lr. Ebner was a most important one, 011 which 
great respousihilities lay, and from which results of 
the highest importance might accrue to Namaqua­
land. 11lr. Ebner's labmus were blessed, though 
he ,vas not what l\lr. Albrecht desired, nor the 
man l\lr. Campbell would have sent; but labourer.; 
were few. It required no little circumspection, 
acuteness, an,\ decision, to gain intluence and 
esteem from a people who had been guilty of such 
enormities, and whose hand had been against every 
one. Every ac1ion and sentence of the missionary 
was weighed by minds accustomed to scrutinize 
and suspect. In the course of a short time, Afri­
caner, his two brothers, David and Jacobus, with 
a number of others, were baptized; hut soon after, 
~I r. Ehuer's situation was rendered extremely 

trying, by the interference of a rnnaway from the 
Cape, named l'cters011, who w,•ntso far as to threaten 
to take lllr. E.'s property, and even his life, if he 
resisted; while, to the grief of the latter, it was 
evident that Africauer connived at the menaces of 
this individual, whom he had power to control with 
a word. 

In 181 i, l\lr. Ehuer visited Cape Towu for sup­
plies, where the writer first hailed him with delight, 
as his companion and guide in his future labours, 
upou which he was now entering. As my course, 
with that of ;\lr, Kitchiugman, who was appointed 
to Bysondcrmeid, in Little l\'amaqua-land, lay. to 
that place, in order to see 111 r. Schmelcu, ,ve did 
not travel much together, l\lr. Elmer having to 
take another route. lt was evident to me, as I 
approached the bouudaries of the colony, that the 
farmers, who, of course, had not one good word to 
say of Africaner, were sceptical to the last degree 
about his reported conversion, and most uncere­
moniously predicted my d,•struction. Oue said he 
would set me np for a mark for his boys to shoot 
at; and another, that he would stl'ip off my skin, 
and make a drum of it to d.1nce to; another most 
consoling prediction was, that he would make a 
drinking cup of my scull. I helieve they were 
serious, and especially a kind motherly lady, who, 
,viping the tear from her eye, bade me farewell, 
saying, " llad yon heen an old man. it would haw 
been nothiug, for you would soon have died, whether 
or no ; but yon are young, and goiug to become a 
prey to that monster." 

A hasty sketch of our journey to Bysondermeid, 
may not he unacceptable to some of my readers, 
who may he little acquaintecl with Africa. Ha,v 
travellers in that country generally have to learn 
much hy experience, aud that sometimes dear 
bought, the mode of com·eyance being so entirely 
different from that of Europe. The first thing, 
the wagon, in his estimatiou, is an awkward, heavy 
vehicle; anil though he never in his life was in a 
wheelwright's shop, he pronounces it clumsy, ar,d 
eapahle of immeuse improvement; hut like all his 
predecessors, eventually confesses that its size, and 
mechanism, are iuimitahly adapted to the ravines 
and rocky ascents over which it must pass. Ac­
customed to horse, though not raihoad speed, he is 
wearied out of patience with the slow and mea­
sured paces of the oxen, going at two and a half 
miles an hour, and only seven or eight hours each 
day. The untractahle disposition of some, aud the 
apparently awkward harness of ten or twelve oxen 
before the wagon, produce somcthiug like disgust. 
I remember one newly arrrived, a tailor by tl'ade, 
remarking, as he looked on a graceful African 
team, " How barbarous the people must be not to 
be able to harness their oxen better; any one would 
improve it:' lie has not doue it yet. He then 
finds fault with the people, and thinks himself Ycry 
patient, because he does not scold them hard, or 
disband them altogether. The people uot under­
standing his broken language, and he knowing bnt 
little of theirs, preclnde him from having thini;s 
done as he would. Ilis oxeu stray ; one man 1s 
tardy, another lazy, and a third runs away, and 
probably relieves him of a trifle of his heavy load, 
which had brought him to a halt in the bed of a 
rh·er, or on the side of a hleak mountain. lie pro-



2G DRIVING LOOSE CATTLE-A DESERT SCENE. 
------- ----- ---------------------------

nounces, or is ready to pronounce, African scnauts wearisome search, we discovered our lost sheep 
as lazv, disobedient, dishoucst, and, in fact, libels ' near the top of the rugged elevation. It had Mill, 
them 'and those under whom they have been in- as the natives express it de sc/1rih in de 11/fe, (the 
structed. lllr. Kitchingman and myself were spared terror in the body,) and tled at our approach; some­
many of these hard kssons, having been located times when we, after great lahour, got within a 
with kind and hospitable farmers, some months I step of the thong, away it bounded, till it a~cendcd 
hefore commencing onr journey; but we had our clilfs beyond onr reach. It was most mortifying 
trials, though not like some of our predecessors to us to leave such a feast to the panthers, but not 
in the gipsy life of an African traveller. \Ye ob- having a gun with us, aucl seeing some foot-marks 
tained men to drive the wagons, and men to lead of these dangerous auimals, we slowly returned to 
the team of oxen, for each team requires a driver the wagons, where all were anticipating a mutton 
and a leatler; anrl as it is necessary for con tin- , chop, and the only compliment paid to our exer­
ger.cics, to have a numl.cr of loose or spare oxen, I tions was, that we had managed Yery b:ully. 
and sometimes sheep for slaughter, and occasionally We had troubles of another kind, and such as we 
a horse, an iudi,·idual or two arc required to bring did not expect in so dry and thirsty a land. ]fain 
them up in the rear. Scn·ants being Yery scarce had fallen some time previous in the neighbourhood 
at the time we travelled, it was with great difficulty of Kamies Berg: the loose soil, abounding in limy 
we procured a loose cattle driver; oue we obtained, particles, had become so saturated, that frequently, 
hut, on getting a portion of his reward in advance, as the oxen and wagons went along the road, they 
he decamped. l\Ir. K. and I undertook to do the would suddenly sink into a mire, from which they 
work ourselves, and from the extreme heat of the were extricated with dilliculty, being obliged to un­
season, (November,) it was ,necessary to tra,·el load the wagons and drag them out backwards. 
most during the night. ,v c took the work alter- One river was so swollen and rapid, that l\lrs. K. 
natcly, for ;\lrs. Kitchingruan being in a wry deli- , preferred being carried over to going in the wagon. 
cate state of health, and near a period of maternal i Being rather more robust than lllr. K., this duty 
solicitude, it was necessary that one should con- · devolved on me, and it was not an easy one, as the 
stantly attend to rnpport her, under the almost , stones in the river were as slippery as butter, and 
coustant jolting of the wagou, without springs, ou I the whole party standing on the bank, all iu a titter, 
a rough and stony road. The task of driving : expecting every moment that we should both haYe 
the loose cattle was not an easy one, for frequently I a plunge, which, though not unattended with danger, 
the oxen would take one course, the sheep another, excited the risible faculties in no ordinary degree. 
and the horses a third. It required no little per- I It was at Ilysonderrucid that I saw, for the first 
seYerance, as well as conrage, when sometimes the : time, what might strictly be called a real native 
hyena would approach with his unearthly howl, ' congregation, consisting of the aborigines of the 
and set the poor timid sheep to their heels; antl the country; aud I shall never forget what were my 
missionary, dreading the loss of his mutton, in his emotions when listening to lllr. Schmelen, in his 
haste, gets his legs lacerated by one hush, and his energetic style, addressing the attentive throng, aud 
face sc,atched by another, now tumbles prostrate observing what attention they paid to the broken 
over an ant hill, and then headlong into a large Dutch of the missionary recruits. This was to be 
hole of a ·wild boar. lie frequently arrives at the the scene of ;'\Jr. Kitchingman's labours, while l\lr. 
halting place long after the wagons, when the Schmelen was to proceed to the interior of Great 
keen eye of the native wagon-driver surveys the I\amaqua-land, where he had before laboured. 
cattle. and announces to the breathless and thirsty I remained nearly a month with Mr. Sclnnelcn 
missionary, that he has lost some of his charge. He at Bysoudermeid. His long experience afforded rue 
sits down by the fire, which is always behiud a much useful infornution. lily oxen being some­
hush, if such is to be found, tells his exploits, looks what rested, I bade farewell to my companions in 
at his wounds, and so ends bis day"s labours with a travel, ;'\lr. and Mrs. Kitchiugman, now greatly en­
sound sleep. Next morning he gets up early to cleared, and proceeded with a guide through a corn­
seek the strayed, and if it happen to be a sbc,•p, he parativcly trackless desert. lla,·ing travelled nearly 
is almost sure to find only the bones, the hyena the whole night through deep sand, the oxen begau 
haviug made a repast 011 the rest. Once our little to lie dmrn in the yoke from fatigue, obliging us to 
tlock of sheep was reduced to one, and one sheep halt before reaching water. The next day we pur­
will not easily travel alo1w, but soon becomes very sued our course, and on arriving at the place where 
tame, so as to walk about like one of the dogs; in- we had hoped to find water, we were disappointed. 
deed, ours became so Yery sociable, that we loved As it appeared evident that ifwe continued the same 
it, and tried hard to spare its life. It generally route we must perish from thirst, at the suggestion 
travelled ,vith a long leather thong tied round its of my gui,le we turned nortbwaril, o,·er a dreary, 
neck, with which it was fastened during the night. trackless, sandy waste, without one green hlade of 
However, having fasted long from animal food, grass, and scarcely a hnsh on which the wearied eye 
heing uuable to procure game, sentence was passed, conld rest. Becoming dark, the oxen unable to 
and the pet ,hecp was to die next moming; but it proceed, ourselves exhausted with dreadful thirst 
so happened that the uear approach of a hyena and fatigue, we stretched our wearied limbs on sand 
frightened away the sheep, and heing dark, the still warm from the noontide beat, bciug the hot 
country bushy and mountainous, pursuit was out of season of the year. Thirst aroused ns at an early 
the question. Early next moming l\lr. K. and I hour; and finding the oxen incapable of moving the 
followed the track, which showed us that the hyena wagou one inch, ,,c took a spade, and, with the 
hail pursued it to the mountains. to which such oxen, proceeilcd to a hollow in a ueighhouring moun­
auimals iustinctively resort. After a loug and , lain. Here we laboured for a long time, digging 
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au immense hole in the sand, whence we obtained a : expected would take me hy force. The wagou and 
scanty supply, exactly resembling the old hilge- ' its content~ were swam over piecemeal, on a fragile 
water of a ship, but which was drnnk with an raft of dry willow logs, ahont six feet long, and from 
avidity which no pen can dcscrihc. llonrs were fonr to six inches in diameter, fastened together 
occupied in incessant labour to obtain a sufficiency with the inner bark of the mimosas, which stud the 
for the oxen, which, by the time all had partaken, hanks of the river, which at this place is 500 yards 
were ready for a second draught; while some, from wide, rocky, with a rapid current. The rafts arc 
the depth of the hole and the loose sand, got scarcely carried a great distance down by the stream, taken 
any. We filled the small vessels which we had to pieces every time of crossing, each man swimming 
brought, and retur1l('d to the wagon over a plain back with a log. 
glowinir with a meridian sun; the sand being so hot, When, after some days' labour, all was conveyed 
it was distressingly painful to walk. The oxen ran to the opposite shore, the last raft was prepared fur 
frantic, till they came to a place induratcd, with me, on which I was re1111ested to place myself, and 
little sand. Here they stood together, to cool their hold fast. I confess, though a swimmer, l did not 
Imming hoofs in the shade of thci,· owu bodies ; like the voyage, independently of not wishing to 
those on the outside always trying to get into the gh·e them the trouble of another laborious crossing. 
centre. In the eYeniug, when about to yoke them 1 withdrew along the woody bank, and plunged 
in order to proceed on om· journey, V'e found that into the river, leaving my clothes to be convc)·ed 
most of the oxen had run off towards Bysondermeid. over. As soon as they saw me approaching the 
An attendant, who was despatched in search of them, middle of the current, terrified lest evil should befall 
returned at midnight with the sad tidings that he me, some of the most expert swimmers plunged in, 
was compelled by thirst, and terror of n,ecting with and laboured hard to overtake me, lmt in vain; and 
lions, to abandon his pursuit. when l reached the northern bank, an individual 

No time was to be lost, and I instantly sent off came up to me, almost out of breath, and asked, 
the remaining oxen with two men, to take them lo "\Vere you horn in the great sea water?" 
the next fountain, and then proceed to solicit assist- The wagon and contents being removed beyond 
ance from Mr. Bartlett, at Pella. Three days I the reach of a flood, which sometimes comes down 
remained with my wagon-driver on this burning with little warning, an affecting scene prescntul 
plain, with scarcely a breath of wind; and what itself, which perfectly overcame my feelings. l\la­
there was felt as if coming from the month of an german and his people beset my wagon, reas<'ni11rr, 
oven. ,ve had only tufts of dry grass to make a pleading, and prnying that l might go to War~, 
small fire, or rather flame; and little was needful, : llath. The following uay the subJect was renewed 
for we had scarcely any food to prepare. \Ye saw 1 ,rith snch earnestness, that it was afternoon before 
no human being, although we had au extensive I tasted a mouthful of food. At last the women 
prospect; notasinglcantclopeorbcastofprcymadc came like a regiment, anti tleclared that if I left 
its appearance; hut in the dead of the night we them I must take the wagon owr their bodies, for 
sometimes heard the distant roar of the lion on the they would lie down before the wheels. It was in 
mountain, where we had to go twice a day for our vain I pleaded my destination, and the necessitv of 
nauseous but grateful beverage. At last, when we proceeding first to Africanel', to fulfil the pr0111ise 
were beginning to fear that the men had either pc- of the dircctol's. At last a party of Africauer's 
rished or wandered, Mr. Bartlett anived on horse- people, with three of his brothers, were seen ap­
back, with two men having a quantity of mntton proaching in the distance, This ended the painful 
tied to their saddles. I cannot conceive of an epicure conflict; for, awed by their presence, they withdrew, 
gazing on a table groaning 11nde1· the weight of with mauy tears. 
viands, with half the delight that I did on the 

CIIAPTE!t VIII. 
mutton, which, though killed only the preceding 
evening, required no keeping to make it tender. 
Oxen had been sent for, which were to arrive in two The anlhor arrh·es at Africaoer's li.rr1a.l-Expcditious huilcl• 
days. This time was spent in mutually refreshing in~-Comlorts of a n,itiw l,ousc-llcflcctions-l'erplcxir,g 
iutercoursc; but l\1r. B., although inured to Na- circumstancl':,-Titus Africancr-\Jr. Ebner lca\·es-Dis-
maqua heat, ren1al'kcd, that what we experienced position of the pcuplc-Prospccls hrightcn-Africancr's 
,..,·as enough to set the grass on firt}. thirst for knowlc1IJ.:"l.._'fitus bcconu .. •s fril•ntll)·-Quanelliug 

Fresh oxen, accuston1cd to deep sand, soon brought wives-African er aod civilization-Iii~ Ucn~,·olcncc-llis 
us to Pella. Ilcrc ( i·cniaincd a few tlays, and was pacific clforts-Thc author's illncss-Da,·itl an<l Jacubu$ 
greatly invigorated in body and mind hy the truly Africaner-A lhnndcr storm-Dying ,cene. 

Christian kindness of Mr. and :\lrs. Bartlet!, as well Ox the 2Gth of January, 1818, I arrived, with cmo­
as by the friendly attentions of the heathen converts. tions of the deepest gratitude to God, at Africancr's 
When about to depart, l\Iagennan, the native teacher kraal, (afterwal'ds called, by l\lr. Ebner, Vreedc 
of Warm Barth, arrived with oxen, for the p1111iose Berg, an<l then Jernsalem,) heing kindly receiYed 
of conveying me thither. Hence, a contention, if by :\!r. E. Africancr's brother, who had charge of 
such it may he called, ensued, my destination being my wagon, took it to a large tree in the village, at 
A fricaner's kraal, where they were awaiting my some hundred yarcls' distance from the temporary 
arrival, having been apprised of my coming by :\Jr. hut of :\lr. Ebner. This I did not like, but knew 
Ebner, who had returned there ahout six weeks that sometimes it was wiser to be silent than to speak. 
previous .. At last l\lagennan consented to take me Appearances were not so inviting as I had hoped to 
to the other side of the river; and the goo<l man, find thelll; and Christian Africaner, the chief, was 
hoping to gain his point, conducted me to a ford, SOIIIC time before he came to welcome me. I was 
opposite which a village of his people lay, who he ; not aware of any unpleasant feeling existing he-
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tween the missionary and the people, althongh I 
was startled, before I left the colony, to hear J\Ir. 
Ebner descrihe them as a "·ickcd, suspicions, and 
dangerous people, baptized as well as unbaptized. 

After remaining an honr or more in this situation, 
Christian African er made his appearance; and after 
the usual salutation, inquired if I was the missionary 
appointed hy the Directors in London ; to which I 
replied in the affirmative. This seemed to afford 

women evidently delighted with the job, .. fixed the 
poles, tied them down in the hemispheric form, and 
covered them with the mats, all ready for habita­
tion, in the course of little more than half an hour. 
Since that time I have seen houses built of all de­
scriptions, and assisted in the construction of a good 
many myself; hut I confess I never witnessed such 
expedition. Hottentot houses, (for such they may 
be called, being confined to the different tribes of 
that nation,) are at hest not very comforta\Jle. I 
lived nearly six mouths in this native hnt, which 
very frequently reqnired tightening and fastening 
after a storm. ""hen the snn shone, it was unbear­
ably hot; when the rain fell, I came in for a share 
of it; when the wind blew, I had frequently to de­
camp to escape the dust; and in addition to these 
little inconwniences, any hungry cur of a <log that 
wished a night's lodging, would force itself through 
the frail wall, and not unfreqnently deprive me of 
my anticipated meal foi· the corning <lay; and I have 
more than once found a serpent coiled np in a col'Uer. 
Nor were these all the contingencies of such a 
dwelling, for as the cattle belonging to the village 
had no fold, bnt strolled about, I have been com­
pelled to start up from a sound sleep, and try to 
defend myself and my dwelling, from beiug crnshe,l 
to pieces by the rage of two bulls which had met to 
fight a noctumal duel. 

But to return to my new habitation, in which, 
after my household matters were arranged, I began 
to ruminate on the past-the home and friends I had 
left, perhaps, for ever; the mighty ocean which 
rolled between the desert country thl'ough which I 
had passed, to reach one still more dreary. lu taking 
a review of the past, which seemed to increase in 
brightness, as I traced all the way in which I had 
been brought, during the stillness llf my first night"s 
repose, I often involuntarily said and sung, 

., Ilc•re I raise my Ebrnezer, 
llilhcr by thy hl'lp I'm come," 

him much pleasure; and he added, that as I was 
young, he hoped that I should live long with him 
and his people. He then ordered a number of 
women to come; I was rather puzzled to know what 
he intended by sending fur women, till they arrived, 
bearing bundles of native mats and long sticks, like 
fishing-rods. Africaner pointing to a spot of ground, 
said, "There, you must huild a house for the mis­
sionary." A circle was instantly formed, and the 

Ilut my mind was frequently occupied with other 
themes. I was young, had entered into a new and 
responsible situation, and one surrounded with diffi­
culties of no ordinary character. Already I began 
to discover some indications of an approaching 
storm, which might try my faith. The futul'e 
looked dal'k and portentous in reference to the mis­
sion. l\ly inexperienced hand trembled to touc.h a 
single chord, lest it should vibrate in sounds still 
more discordant than those which fell ou my car 
the preceding day ; but the sure word of promise 
was my stay, and I was enabled to adopt the lan­
guage of one of old, "In the multitude of my 
thought~ within me, thy comforts delight my soul." 
What I had contemplated was but too soon realized. 
The general aspect of affairs was to me anything 
but cheering. Christian Africaner seemed cool and 
resel"l'ed ; and on Titus Africaner, his brother, 
coming to the station, a scene ensued which made 
me tremble for the ark of God. Titus, whom I had 
not previously seen, was an inveterate enemy of 
missionaries; he, with others, came and stood before 
the native house of Mr. Ebner, loading him with the 
most abusive epithets, and in the most opprobrious 
langnage, ordered him to leave, threatening to lay 
violent hands on him. The whole of the people on 
the station were gazing on this scene, to me dis­
tl'essing in the extreme. Dreading some fearful 
consequences, I begged au interview with the chief, 
Christian A fricaner, which I soon ohtained, and en­
treated him, as a Christian brother, to use his influ­
ence to put a stop to proceedings so disorderly and 
disgraceful on the part of his relative. The chief, 
however, showed the greatest aversion to take any 
part in the business, and I could only obtain his 
promise to preYent Titus from assaulting the person 
of l\Ir. Rbner. I theu went to l\Ir. E., to induce 
him to desist from disputing with a man in a rage, 
who was threatening him with death. I addressed 
Titus, begging him to refer the case to the chief, to 
which, in a calm tone of voice, he replied, "I hope 

The inimitable h) rnn from which these lines are 11011 will not intel'fere." Though I could not under­
taken, was often snug by l\lr. and Mrs. Kitchingman stand the merits of the case, I sat clown at the door 
aud lllJSelf, while passing through the lonely desert. i of l\lr, Ebner's hut, determined that if any blows 
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were given, I would ul least come in for a shan·, 
for the sake of the wife and chil<lrcn. Towards 
evening a calm ensued, but it was a gloomy one, es­
pecially when :\Jr. E. came to me ancl begged of me 
to take npon myself the entire charge of th~ station, 
as he had reso!Yed never more to address them, but 
to leave the country entirely. Perceiving him 
greatly excited against the whole people, I earnestly 
entreated him to wait and deliberate on the sn'iject 
calmly. A day or two passed, and though to :llr. 
E.'s great relief I obtained a kind of promise from 
Titus, that he would not molest him again, his de­
termination to clepart was unalterable. I shall never 
forget what were my feelings when, at l\lr. E.'s re­
quest, I had to go among the people, and heg of some 
who were able to assist him to remove with his 
wagon and goods to Warm Bath, whither he had 
received an invitation from the chief Bondlezwarts 
to labour."' l\lr. E. feared after leaving the station, 
Titns and his people might fall upon him, as it was 
rumoured that, but for my presence, he would have 
done. Here I was, left alone with a people suspi­
cious in the extreme; jealous of their rights, which 
they had obtained at the point of the sword : and 
the best of whom :llr. E. described as a sharp thorn. 
I had no friend and brother with whom 1 could 
participate in the communion of saints, none to 
whom I could look for counsel or advice. A barren 
and miserable country; a small salary, about 251. 
per annum. No !!:fain, an(! conscqneutly no bread, 
and no prospect of getting any, from the want of 
water to cultivate the ground: am! <lestitute of the 
means of sending to the colony. These circum­
stances lc<l to great searchings of heart, to sec if I 
had hitherto aimed at doing and suffering the will 
of Him iu whose service I hacl cm barked. Satisfied 
that I had not run unsent, and having in the intri­
cate, and sometimes obscure course I had come, 
heard the still small voice saying, "This is the way, 
walk ye in it," I was wont to pour out my soul 
among the granite rocks surrounding this station, 
now in sorrow, and then in joy; and more than 
once I took my violin, once belonging to Christian 
Albrecht, and reclining upon one of the huge 
masses have, in the stillness of the evening, played 
aucl sung the well-known hymn, a favourite of my 
mother's, 

"Awake, my soul, in joyl'ul ht)·s, 
To sing the great Redeemer's pr,,ise," &c. 

Soon after my stated services commencetl-which 
were, according to the custom of our missionaries 
at that period, every morning and evening, and 
school for three or four hours during the day-I 
was cheered with tokens of the Di.-inc presence. 
The chief, who had for some time past been in a 
doubtful state, attended with such regularity, that I 
might as well doubt of morning's dawn, as of his 
atten<lance on the appointed means of grace. To 
reading, in which he was not very fluent, he attended 
with all the assiduity and energy of a youthful be­
liever; the Testament became his constant com­
panion, and his profiting appeared unto all. Often 

• ~lr. Ebner remaint>d at \Varm Ilalh bnt a short time; 
for the chief of tlrnt vluce, not ohtainin~ what he ituticipatt•d, 
which was somethin~ oahn than the i.:-ospeJ, Mr. E. wa~ 
obliged to Jecamp. return ~ the colony, n.utl finally went to 
Gt>rmany, his natin~ COL1t1lry. 

have I seen him nuder the shadow ofa great rock, 
ll('arly the livl'long day, eagerly perusing the pages 
of Divine inspiration; or in his hut he would sit, 
unconscious of the a flairs of a family around, or the 
entrance of a stranger, with his eye gazing on the 
blessed book, and his mind wrapt up in things divine. 
l\fany were the nights he sat with me, on a great 
stom•, at the door of my habitation, conversing with 
me till the dawn of another clay, on creation, provi­
dence, retlcmption, anJ. the glories of the heavenly 
world. lie was like the !Jee, gathering honey from 
every flower, aiul at such seasons he would, from 
what he had stored up in the course of the dav's 
reading, repeat generally in the very language· of 
8cripture, those passages which he could not fully 
comprehe11d. lie had no commcntarv, except the 
living voice of his teacher, nor margi~al references, 
bnt he soon discovered the importance of consulting 
parallel passages, which an excellent memory en­
abled him readily to find. lie did not confine his 
expanding mind to the volume of revelation, though 
he had been taught by experience that that contained 
heights aud depths and lengths and breadths, which 
no man comprehends. Ile was led to look upon the 
hook of nature; and he would regard the heavenly 
orbs with an inquiriug look, cast his eye on the 
earth beneath his tread, and re~arding both as dis­
plays of creative power and mfinite intelligence, 
would inquire about endless space aud infinite du­
ration. I have often been amused, when sitting 
with him anJ. others, who wished to hear his ques­
tions answered, and descriptions given of the majesty, 
extent, and number of the works of God; he would 
at last rub his hands on his head, exclaiming, " I 
have heart! enough; I feel as if my heat! was too 
small, and as if it woul<l swell with these great 
subjects." 

llefore seasons like these to which I am referring, 
Titus, who was a grief to his brother and a terror 
to most of the iuhahitants on the station, as well as 
a fearful example of ungodliness, had become 
greatly subdued in spirit. I had again and again 
addressed him, in soft aud affectionate language, on 
his best interests, till he at last entered the house of 
God, and became at once a steady and unwavering 
friend, and ma11y times did he minister to my wants 
iu that hungry land. He, too, would not uufre­
quently sit nearly a whole night with the chief ancl 
myself in comparative silence. He thought his 
doing so would be pleasing to me; but he would 
never make a profession. He was wont to say his 
head had become too hard with sin; adding, " I 
hear what you say, and I think I sometimes under­
stand, but my heart will not feel." lie was the 
only individual of inllucnce on the station who had 
two wives; anJ., fearing the intlucnce of example, 
I have occasionally made a delicate reference to 
the subject, and, by degrees, could make more 
direct remarks on that point, which was one of the 
barriers to his happiness; but he remained firm, 
admitting at the same time that a man with two 
wives was not to be envied; adding, " he is often 
in an uproar, and when they quarrel he docs not 
know whose part to take." He said he often re­
solved, when there was a great disturbance, he 
would pay one off. One morning I had thought 
the anticipated day had come. lie approached my 
door, leading an ox, upon which one of his wives 



,----------------------------------------- --' 
30 QUARRELLING WIVES-DAVID AND JACOBUS AFRICANER. 

was seated. "What is the matter?" I inriuircd. 
Giving me a shake of his ham\, and laughing, he 
replied, "Just the old thing ornr again. J\lynhcer 
must not laugh too much at me, for I am now in 
for it.'' The two wives had quarrelled at the out­
post, and the one in a rage had thrown a dry rotteu 
stick at the other, which had cutered the palm of 
her hand, and left a piece about an inch long. and 
the thickness of a finger. The haud had swollen 
to nearly four times its usual size. "\Vhy," I 
asked, "did yon not bring her sooner ?" " She 
was afraid to sec you, and would not come, till I 
assured her that you were a maal! men.~cl,e" (a tame 
man). llaYing made an incision, and extracted the 
piece of wood, she was melted into tears with grati­
tlllle, w hilc I earnestly exhorted her to a better 
course of life. 

llut to return to the character of Africaner. 
Duriug the w:iole period I lived there I do not re­
member having occasion to be grieved with him, or 
to complain of any part of his conduct; his Yery 
faults seemed to " lean to virtue's side." One day, 
when seated together, 1 happened, in absence of 
mind, to he gazing steadfastly on him. It arrested 
his attention, and he modestly inquired the cause. 
I replied, " I was trying to picture to myself your 
carrying fire aud sword through the country, and 
I could not think how eyes like yours could smile 
at human woe." I le answered not, \Jut shed a flood 
of tears! He zealously seconded my etforts to im­
prove the people in cleanliness and industry; and 
it would have made any one smile to have seen 
Christian Africnncr and myself superintending the 
school children, now about 120, ,rnshing themsch·es 
at the fountain. It was, however, found that their 
greasy, filthy carosses of sheep-skins soon made 
them as dirty as ever. The next thing was to get 
them to wash their mantles, &c. This was no easy 
matter, from their being made chiefly of skins, 
not tanned, and sewed together with thread made 
of the sinews of animals. It required a great deal 
of coaxing argument and perseverance to induce 
them to undertake this Herculean task; hut this, 
too, was also accomplished. to their great comfort, 
for they willingly admitted that they formerly har­
boured so much c<,mpany, that they coul<I not sleep 
soundly. It may he emphatically said of Africancr, 
that "he wept with those that wept;" for wherever 
he heard of a case of distress, thither his sympathies 
were directed; and notwithstanding all his spoils 
of fornier years he had little to spare, hut he was 
ever on the alert to stretch ont a helping hand to 
the widow and fatherless. At an early period I 
also became an object of his charity, for, finding 
out that I sometimes sat down to a scanty meal, he 
presented me with two cows, which. though in that 
country giving little milk, often saved me many a 
hungry night, to which I was exposed. He was a 
man of peace ; and though I could not expound to 
him that the "sword of the magistrate" implied 
that he was calmly to sit at home, and sec Bushmen 
or marauders carry off his cattle and slay his ser­
vants, )'Cl so folly <lid he undcrstaml and appreciate 
the principles of the gospel of peace, that nothing 
could grieve him more than to hear of imlh·iduals 
or villages contending with one another. He who 
was formerly like a lirchrand, spreading discord, 
enmity, and war among the neighbouring tribes, 

would now make any sacrifice to prevent anything 
like a collision between two contending parties; 
and when he might ha,·c raised his arm, and dared 
them to lift a spear or dr-,nv a how, he would stand 
in the attitude of a suppliant, and entreat them to 
be reconciled tc, each other; and, pointing to his 
past lifo. add, "\Ybat haYc I now of all the battles 
I have fought, and all the cattle i took, but shame 
and remorse?" At an early period of my labours 
among that pPople I was deeply affected by the 
sympathy he, as well as others of his family, mani­
fested towards me in a season of affliction. The 
extreme heat of the weather in the house which I 
have described, and liviug entirely on meat and 
milk, to which I was unaccustomed, brought on a 
severe attack of bilious fever, which in the course 
of two days induced delirium. Opening my eyes 
in the first few lncid moments, I saw my attendant 
and Africancr sitting before my couch, gazing on 
me with eyes full of sympathy and tenderness. 
Seeing a small parcel, containing a few me!licines, 
I requested him to hand it to me; and taking from 
it a Yial of calomcl, I threw some of it into ruy 
mouth, for scales or weights I had none. He then 
asked me, the \Jig tear standing in his eye, if I died, 
how they were to bury me. '' Just in the same 
way as yon bury yonr own people," was my reply; 
and I added, that he need he under no apprehen­
sions if I were called away, for I should leave a 
written testimony of his kindness to me. This e\'i­
dently gave him some comfort; hnt his joy was 
full wheu he saw me speedily restored and at my 
post, from which I had been absent only a fe,v 
days. 

In addition to Christian Africaner, his brothers, 
David and Jacobus, both believers, and zealous 
assistauts in the work of the mission, especially in 
the school, were a great comfort to me. David, 
though rather ofa retiring disposition, was amiable, 
active, and firm; while Jacobus was warm, affcc'­
tionatc, and zealous for the interest of souls. His 
Yery countenance was wont to cheer my spirits, 
which, notwithstanding all I had to encourage, 
wonl<l sometimes droop. Long after I left that 
people he was shot. while defending the place 
against an unexpected attack made on it hy the 
people of Warm llath. This intelligence deeply 
atfecte,l me, for I knew that he and DaYid, with a 
select few, continued, in accordance with the dying 
charge of their elder brother, to keep the lamp of 
God alin; while Jonker, the son and successor of 
the departed chief, turned to those courses from 
which he had been warned by the last accents 
which fell from his father's lips, thongh he had 
been a promising youth, without having made any 
profession of faith in the gospel. The following 
fact will serve to illustrate the character of Kobus, 
as he was usually called. The drought was exces­
sive; the people were distressed at the idea of being 
compelled to leave the station in search of grass. 
Special prayer-meetings were held to implore the 
blessing of rain. Prayer was soon answered, and 
the heavens, which had been as brass, were covered 
with clouds, the thunders rolled, and rain fdl like 
a torrent. The display of Divine condescension 
procluced a powerful effect on the minds of the 
people, and many were the eyes that wept tears of 
gratitude. I went out ofmy hut, where I had been 
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nearly blinded liy the Yil'i<l glare of the lightning, 1 in my life, _there was nothing lik~ "Try." I eu­
aud witnessed Kobus comfortino- his wife, who was gagcd the clucf to have two goats killed, the largest 
not a believer, while she seemedterror-strnck at the on the station, and tlu·ir skins prepared, entire, iu 
tremendous peals which even yet were rcndino- the the native way, till they were as soft as cloth. 
heavens, and making the wry earth to t,·eml!I~ be- Th~se skins_ now resembled hags, !he open ?n<ls of 
neath. lie asked her how she conl<l be afrmd of a winch I n:uletl to the e,lge of a circular piece of 
God so kind and who could send down the rain of board, in which was a valve; one en<l of,the ma­
his grace wi~h equal abundauce on <lry aud parched chi!1e was connected wi~h the fire, an<l had a weight 
sonls; ai)d, falling on I_1is knees, he_ a<l~re<l Go<l for on 11 to force out the wrnd, ~vhe1: !h.e other end was 
the hlessmgs of salvation. At tins time another drawn out to supply more _au·. l lnsapparatns was 
interesting e,·ent greatly encouraged me. The no soouer compkted t~an 1t ":as put to the test, au<l 
subject was a venerable mother, a member of the the r_esult answered satisfactorily ma steady current 
church. an<l one of the fruits of ;\lr. Anderson's of air; an<l soon I hail all the people around me 
labours when on the Orange Uiver. I~ntering her 

I 
to witness my operations_ ~\'ith tl,? new_-fangled 

hut, an<l asking her how she felt, lookmg upwards bello~rs. I_Ic,:e I sat: rcceivmg their praises, bnt. 
with au expression of sweet composure, "I am heartily w1sl1111g _their dc~artu1:e, le~t they shon)<l 
lookino- for tlJe coming of the Lord Jesus," was her laugh at my bnnnng the first lnt of iron I took m 
reply." Observing rue addressing her unhelieviug my _hands to weld .. A blue gra'.1it~ st?ne was my 
<laughters, who were weeping around her be,l, she anv~l; a clu~sy pair of tongs, 1mhcat1ve. of Vnl­
rcrnarke<l, •·Yes, I have called them that they may cans first eflorts; and a hammer never 111ten~ed 
see a Christian die·" and a few hours after she for the work of a forge. ;lly first essay was with 
was called to the bos~m of her God. some trepidation, for I did not like so many 

lookers-on. Success, however, crowned my efforts, 

CIIAPTEH IX. 
Prujecteil journey-~lakin~ hel lows-Cumm~nccment or jour­

uey-Geologieal ohscr\.·,ttioas-Tra,·el ling fare-1,ui~onous 
hun£>y-l~norauc~ or the nati,•f's-:\lr. &-hmelcn's junrnal 
-01her Lt-slimonit.•s-:\listake,; of tra,·ellers-Suppose<l 
lradition or Dcln~e-.A sorcerer. 

Tm; state of the people, and the impossibility of the 
spot on which we Ih·e<l becoming a permanent mis­
sionary station,-f,,r, instead of its being a Jeru­
salem, as lllr. Ebner called it, it might, from its 
general character, he compared to the mountains of 
Uilhoa, on which neither rain nor dew was to fall, 
-gave rise to much inquiry rcspectiug a locality 
more suitable. It was accordingly resolved to take 
a jouriwy tu tl1e north, and examine a country on 
the borders of Damara-land, where it was reported 
fountpins of water abounded; but I had only one 
wagon, and that was a cripple. We had neither 
carpenters nor smiths on the station, and I was un­
acquainted with these trades myself. The Orange 
River was impassable; and even had it been ford­
able, the waggon was incapable of being conveyed 
to Pella, wbere it might be repaired. After rnmi­
nating for a day or two on what I had se,•n in 
smiths' shops in Cape Town, I resolved 011 making 
a trial, and got a native bellows, made of goat's 
skin, to the neck end of which was atta.che<l the 
horn of an elk, and at the other end two parallel 
sticks were fastened, which were opened by the 
hand in drawing it hack, and closed when pressed 
forward, lmt making a pnffing like something 
hroken-win<led. The iron was only red-hot, after 
a good perspiration, when I found I must give it up 
as a bad job, observing to the chief, if l must ac­
company him _it must be_ on the back of a!1 ox. 
Reflecting agam on the unportance of havmg a 
wagon for the purpose of carrying food, when 
game happened to be killed (for our sole depend­
enee was on the success of hunting), and Africaner 
evidently not liking, on my account, to-go without 
a wagon, l set my brains again to work, to try 
and improve on the bellows, fur it was wind l 
wanted. Though l had never welded a bit of iron 

to the no small delight of the spectato,·s. Having 
finished what was necessary for the wagon, I was 
encouraged to attempt the repair of some gun-locks, 
which were as essential for the comfort and success 
of the journey as the wagon. In doing this, I 
began with one which I thought I could not spoil, 
should I not succeed; and accomplishing that, I 
was ablt> to put the others in order. But in doing 
this l had, for the want of steel, to sacrifice two of 
my files, which, in my isolated situation, ,ms a 
sacrifice indeed. EYerything being in readiness, 
we started with thirty men, leaving Jacobus in 
charge of the affairs of the station and of the people, 
the majority of whom were females, the men having 
removed to a distance on account of their cattle. 
On my objecting to the formidable appearance of 
so large a party, which iucln<led Titus and other 
brothers, as well as Africaner himself, Jacobus re­
marked, " I am concerned for your safety; and a 
large party will have the tendency of preventing 
anything like au attack being made more than if it 
were small, as you desire." In this I found after­
wards he was perfectly right. I shall not trouble 
the reader with the monotonons detail of au African 
jonrney,-daily inyoking an<l unyoking, sand here 
and stones there, and dreary plains following. I 
shall coufine myself to some of the most striking 
incidents. The country over which we passed was 
sterile in the extreme, sandy from the abundance 
of granite. lron-s1011e was also to he found, and 
occasionally indications of copper. Slaty forma­
tions were also to be met with, a11d much quartz, 
filling up large fissures occasioned by former con­
vulsions, and the hills in some places presenting a 
mass of confusion, the strata bending and dipping 
from the perpendic11lar to the horizontal, an<l in 
others extending in a straight line from one bill to 
another. Native iron, in a very pure state, is pro­
cured in these regions; and, from the account given 
by the natives, I should suppose some of it is 
meteoric. The plains are invariably sandy, an<l 
there are even hills of pure sand. l also found, 
near some of the monntains, large pieces of trees in 
a fossil state. Zebras abounded and wild asses, 
though less numerous than the former. Giraffes 
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were frequently met with, sometimes thirty or forty not to be wondered at, was distressing in the ex 
together. Elks. koodoos, and the smaller species treme, and perfectly confounding to my precon­
of antelopes, were also in great numbers. The ccived notions ahont innate and intuitive ideas, and 
1·hinoceros ( the kencngy&ne, or black chukuru of what some term natural light. I was determined 
the Bechuanas) is also to he found, but scarce. not to he driven from the sentiments entertained hy 
Buffaloes hacl nearly disappeared, at least iu the a vast majority of the respected advocates of 
region !,visited. We had a tolerable supply, chiefly religion in my own native land of light,-senti­
of the flesh of zehras and giraffes; the latter, when ments, which I preferred even to those of the late 
fJt, was preferred, though nothing came amiss to venerahle Roby, of l\lanchester, at whose feet I sat 
hungry travellers. When one of the larger animals for a short season. I had with me one of the hest 
was sliot, we generally remained a day to cut the of interpreters, himself a child of God, and I tried 
meat np into thin pieces, which, spread on the one uative after another, to make my own point 
bushes. soou dried. The hest parts were al ways good. Sometimes I wonld even put words into the 
eaten first, am! when pressed with hnnger recourse month of Africaner, and ask, " Does he not meau 
was had to the leaner portions, which had heen so and so?" In some there was a glimmering of 
stowed away in the wagon; and, to make it light; hut agaiu I found, to my mortification, the.t 
palatable (for it mnch resembled a piece of sole this had been received from the " hat-wearers," as 
leather), it was necessary to put it under the hot they called the people from the south, or from ~Ir. 
ashes, and then beat it between two stones till the Schmclen's station at Bethany, whom they deno­
fibres were loosrned, and then it required hard minuted, " the people that talked abont God." Hy 
chewing to masticate; and many a time ha,·e I visitors to Warm Dath, the instructions of the 
risen from a meal with my jaw-hone so sore I felt Albrechts had extended far, till they melted a,vay 
no inclination to speak. l\leat prepared in this in the obscurity of heathen gloom. I haw often 
way, or fresh, with a draught of water, was our had to lah,mr for hours before I could make them 
usual fare. I had a small quantity of coffee with understand what I meant or wished to know. It 
me, which, as long as it lasted, I found very re- would be more amusi11g a11d ludicrous, than in­
freshing. Some may think that this mode ot' life stl'Uctive, to give the result ofall my inquiries; and 
was a great sacrifice; hut habit makes it much less perhaps I cannot do better than repeat the sub­
so than they suppose. It is true, I did feel it a stance of a conversation hctween onr missionary, 
sacrifice to have nothing at all to eat, and to bind l\lr. Schmelen, and a native, on this subject. i\lr. 
the stomach with a thong to prevent the gnawing S. had at that time hetter opportunities than any 
of hnnger; and thus, under these circnmstances, to other man of becoming acquainted with the views 
break the hread of eternal life to the perishing of the Namaquas in their native state; and it would 
heathen. Water was in general very scarce; some- appear from his jourual, whence the following ex­
times in small pools, stagnant, and with a green tract is taken, that be spared no pains to elicicit 
froth; and more than once we had to dispute with I their ideas. 
lions the possession of a pool. One day our guide In his journal of the 23rd of l\lay, 1815, which 
(for it was a conntry without roads) led us towards the author has see11 siuce his return to Eugland, 
a ravine which presented an a11imating appearance, l\lr. S. writes thus:-" Addressing a Namaqua, I 
from the sides of the hills heing covered with a asked, Did you ever hear of a God?" " Yes, we 
lovely green; but, on our reaching them, scarcely have heard that there is a Go<l, but we do not know 
anything was to he seen but a species of euphorbia, right."' " Who told you that there is a God?" 
useless either to man or beast, and through which "We heard it from other people." "Who made 
we with difficulty made our way. Being hot, and the sea?" " A girl made it on her coming to ma­
the oxen worn out, we halted; and some of the men turity, when she had several children at once; 
having been successful in finding honey in the fis- when she made it, the sweet and hitter waters were 
sures of the rocks, we ate with no little relish, separated. One day she sent some of her children 
thinking ourselves fortunate, for food was scarce. to fetch sweet water, whilst the others were in the 
Shortly~ after an individual complained that his field, but the children were obstinate, and would 
throat was becoming ,·ery hot; then a second and not fetch the water, npon·which slie got augry, and 
a third, till all who had eaten felt as if their throats mixed the sweet and bitter water together; from 
were on fire. A native coming up, and seeing our that day we are no longer able to drink the water, 
hands and faces besmeared with honey, with the and people have learned to swim and run upon the 
greatest simplicity said, "You had better not eat water.'' "Did you ever see a ship?" "Yes, we 
the honey of this nle; do you not see the poison have seen them a long time ago." " Did you ever 
hushes (euphorbia), from the flowers of which the hear who made the first one?" "No, we never 
bees extract the honey and the poison too 1" Every heard it.'' " Did you ever hear old people talk 
011e had recourse to the little water that remained about it?'' " No, we never heard it from them." 
iu the vessels, for the inward heat was terrible; " Who made the heavens t'' ·• We do not know 
and the water, instead of allaying, only increased what man made them." " Who made the sun?" 
the pain. No serious consequences followed; hut "We always heard that those people at the sea 
it was several days hefore we got rid of a most un- made it; when she goes down, they cut her in 
pleasant sensation in the head as well as the throat. pieces, and fry her in a pot, and then pnt her 

'\Ve occasionally met with a Namaqua village, together again, and bring her out at the other side. 
where we always remained a day or two, iu order Sometimes the sun is over our head, and at other 
to give the inhabitants the benefit (to many for the times she must give place for the moon to pass by. 
first time) of hearing the enrlasting gospel. Their They said the moon had told to mankind that we 
ignorance, though to a calm reasoner ou the subject, must die, and not become alive again; tliat is the 
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reason that when the moon is <lark we sometimes the respectable writerwouhl feel 11ota little otlen<led 
become ill." "Is there any <liilcrcucc hetwcen if his veracity were callc<l in 11ue,tio11, or even his 
man an<l beast?" " \\' c think man has ma<le the want of re,earch in those regio:is. Re that as it 
beasts." " Did you eYcr sec a man that ma<lc may, I must entirely <lilfor from him 011 one point, 
beasts?" '' No, 1 only heard so from others." if not in mon•, in his statement. I have dwelt 
"Do yon know you haYe a soul?" " I do not much with the l'iamaqnas, as well as among the 
know it." " llow shall it be with us after <lcath ?" people rcferrc<l to, hut I neYer knew a man who 
" "'hen we arc <l,•atl, we arc dca<l; when we have had not a name: an<l I have sat, and bel'n taught 
<lied we go oYcr the sea-water, at that si<lc where by many infant lips to connt more than ten, even 
the dc,·il is!" "\Yhat do yon mean by the devil?" when no missionary had lahoure<l amongst them. 
" lie is not goo<l; all people who <lie, run to him." It is, howeYcr, but just to remark, that it mnst he 
" llow docs the devil behave to them, well 01· ill?" to a rcsi<lent, not a su:allow visitor that we must 
" You shall sec; all our people are there who have look for correct iuformation on subjects abstract in 
died (in the ships.)* Those people iu die ships are their nature. I speak from experience when I say, 
masters over them." In the same journal, the ,th that on some poiuts travellers arc Yery liable to he 
of July, l\lr. S. has the following:-" After service , lc<l astray. For instance, I once, while writing, 
I spcutsomc time conYersing with some of the agc<l, heard a traHllcr ask his guide the name of the last 
but foun<l them extremely ignorant; some of them halting place they ha,l passed. The guide, not 
could not conceiYc of a being higher than man, nnderstauding, replie<l, "Ua reng," which the 
an<l had not the least i<lea of the immortality of traveller, with all simplicity, was 1,lacing in his 
the soul. They intimated that their chief had been log-Look: when, interrupting him, I sai,1, "What 
to some station to get instructions, and they hoped arc yon writing? that is not a name; he merely 
to hear more on these subjects from him." " I asks you what you say." Acci<lcnts like the above 
preached," says l\11·. S., " from Hom. v. IS ; a frcqueutly give rise to wrong names being applied 
text admirably adapte<l for people in such gross to places; in another instance, " mountains" was 
darkuess." the reply, instead of the name of the mountain. 

lllr. Campbell, iu his little tract of the " Life of And in reference to points of faith, or extent of 
Africancr,'' states: "13cing asked what his vie,.-s of knowledge, the traveller may be completely dupe,!, 
God were before he enjoye<l the benefit of Christian as I was in the present journey. At an isolated 
instruction, his reply was, that he never thon!!ht village, far in the wilds of Namaqua-land, I met 
any thing at all on these subjects; that he thought an individual, who appeare<l somewhat more in­
about nothing but his cattle. lie admitted that he telligent than the rest; to him I put a number of 
had heard of a Go<l, (well might he, being broup;ht questions, to ascertain if th<·re w,•re any tra<lition 
up in the colony,) hut he at the same time statc<l that in the country respecting the Delnge, of which 
his views of God were so erroneous, that the name vestiges are to be found in almost every part of the 
suggestc<l no more to his mind than something known world. 1 ha<l ma,le mauy in,ptiries before, 
that might be fo,md in the fonn of an insect, or in hut all to no purpose. DiscoHring that he pas­
the lid of a snufl~box." This was the testimony of scssed some knowlctlge ou the subject, and beinp; 
one who had passed from darkness to the linht an utter stranger to any of the party, and to all 
of the gospel, a testimony, the writer more tl~an appearance a child of the desert, 1 Yery promptly 
once heard from his own lips. lguoraut as the took my pen and wrote, thinking myself a lucky 
:\"amaquas were, I cannot go to the lengths of a disem•erer. I was pcrfl'ctly astonished at some of 
traYeller iu that country, who, after being anxious his first sentences, au<l, afraid lest I shoul<l lose one 
to ascertain the extent of knowledge amo1w the word. I appointed tu·o interpreters: but by the time 
tribe with which he then dwelt, a tribe, too, ,~hich I reached the cud of the story, I began to suspect. 
had long enjoyed the instructions of missionaries, It bore the impress of the Bible. Ou questioning 
and among which a missionary is still l~honriuo- him as to the source of his iuformation, he positiYely 
with success, makes the following remarks:-" 'j' asserted that he had rcccive<l it from his forefathers, 
must say they positively kuow nothino- beyond and that he never sa.w or heard of a missionary. 
tracking game, an<l breaking-in pack-oxe~. 'i'hey I secretly instituted inquiries into his history, but 
did not know one year from another; they only could elicit nothing. I foldc<l up my paper, a.ad 
kucw that at certain times the tre<'s and flowers put it into my desk. very much puzzle<l, and re­
hloom, and that the rain may be expected. As to solving to leave the statement to wiser heads than 
their own age they knew no more what it was than mine. On our return, this man accompanied us 
i<liots. Some even had no names; of numbers, of some days sonthwar<l, towards the Karas mowitains, 
course, they were quite ignorant; few could connt when we halte<l at a village; and meeting a person 
above five; and he was a clever fellow who coul<l who had been at Ilcthauy, )lr. Schmelcn's station, 
tell his fingers. AhoYc all, they had not the least lying north-west of us, I begged him to guide ns 
i~ca of a God or a ~nturc s_tate. They were literally thither, as I ~vas anxious to _,·isit th~ place. lie 
hke the beasts winch perish." The above dismal could not, hemg worn out with the Journey; but 
picture of human degradation is, as is stated, the pointing to the delnge narrator, he saiil, " 11,ere is 
result of anxious inquiry on the subject; and that, a man that knows the road to Bethany, for I have 
too, at a missionary station, where the best facilities seen him there." The mystery of the tra<lition 
can be had for correct interpretation. I presume was in a moment unravclle<l, and the mnu de-. 

campe<l, on my seeing that the forifather who told 
him the story, was our missionary Schmclcn. 
Stories of a similar kind, originally obtained at a, 

missionary station, or from some godly traveller• 

• lfas not thiii a rer<•rpncc to mf'n-~lcalers who ,·isited 
that coast? If so, i1. nppears the natin•s ne,·er k,llt"W an,·th,nrr 
about the ,levil till th1?y kucw sla\"e•Jcalcrs, or :il lea;L the~ 
cons1derecl them his emissaril's, • 

D 
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get, in course of time, so mixed up and metamor­
phosed by heathen ideas, that they look exceedingly 
like native traditions. Leaving this subject for 
the present, we will return to the results of the 
journey. Having reached some of the branches of 
the Fish River, where we found water by digging 
like the natives, we were brought to a stand. The 
wild Namaquas, as they are called, were jealous of 
the object of our visit. They knew of the fame of 
Africauer, am\ were apprized of his object, as well 
as that of the missionary; but they had in earlier 
times received such impressions of " hat-wearers," 
that they were determined either to oppose our 
proceeding, or flee. Here ,ve remained some days, 
and notwithstanding their suspicions, we got the 
people to listen with great attention to the messase 
of the gospel. \Ve also met with one of their 
sorcerers. who, the night before, had made the in­
habitants believe that he had entered into a liou 
that came to the village and killed the cattle, 
creating an uproar which lasted till the morning 
dawn. I coaxed him into a conversation with a 
piece of tobacco, and inquired about his reported 
powers, to which he readily replied; hnt when I 
wished to put them to the test, he declined. I then 
requested him to try his hand on me; this he also 
declined, adding. that I was a white sorcerer myself, 
from the strange doctrines I taught. Africaner 
proposed to return, rather than run the risk of 
shedding blood; in which he was confirmed by the 
arfrrnl of a relative from the north, who ga,·e a 
sorry account of the country. 

CHAPTER X. 
Ilctnrn homeward-The lion and giraffe-A night secne­
.., Tt'rror of oxt>n at a lion-lohuman custom-~earch for 

water-A mother left to perbh-lluman dcpravity-\Vaul 
of natural alTt'Ction-Sagacity of the lion-The lion's leap 
-Ilorrihle positiun-)lo<le ur fright<.'uing 1ions-Sufferin1.;s 
in \he descrt-::,;cenes at the watcr-Mis::,ionaries of former 
timcs-llinerating fare-A scuffle ,, itb the lion-Ni:,:ht 
as.sociates-Hachelor's llall-The author's ward1·ube. 

0:-. our route homeward we halted at a spot where 
a non! scene once occnrred, and which was de­
scribed by an individnal who witnessed it when a 
boy. Near a ,·cry small fountain, which was shown 
to me, stood a camel thorn-tree. ( Acacia Giraffe.) 
It was a stiff tree, about twelve feet high, with a 
flat bushy top. l\Iany years ngo, the relater, then 
a boy, was returning to his village, and having 
tnrncd aside to the fonntain for a drink, lay down 
on the bank, and fell asleep. Being awoke by the 
piercing rays of the sun, he saw, through the hush 
behind which he lay, a girafle browsing at ease on 
the tender shoots of the tree, and, to his horror, a 
lion, creeping like a cat, only a dozen yards from 
him, preparing to pounce on his prey. 111e lion 
eyed the giralfo for a few moments, his body gave 
a shake, and he hounded into the air, to seize the 
head of the animal, which instantly turned his 
stately neck, and the lion, missing his grasp, fell 
on his back in the centre of the mass of thorns, 
like spikes, and the giraffe bounded over the plain. 
The hoy instantly followed the example, expecting, 
as a matter of conrse, that the enraged lion ,vould 
soon find his way to the earth. Some time after-

wards, the people of the village, who seldom visited 
that spot, saw the eagles hovering in the air; and 
as it is almost always a certain sign that the lion has 
killed game, or some animal is lying dead, they 
went to the place, and sought in vain till, coming 
under the lee of the tree, their olfactory nerves 
directed them to where the lion lay dead in his 
thorny bed. I still found some of his bones under 
the tree, and hair on its branches, to convince me 
of what I scarcely could have credited. 

The lion will sometimes manage to monnt the 
back of a p:iratfe, am! fixing his sharp claws into 
each shoulder, gnaw away till he reaches the ver­
tebrre of the neck, when both fall; and ofttimes the 
lion is lamed for his trouble. If foe giraffe 
happens to be very strong, he succeeds in bringing 
his rider to the ground. Among those that we 
shot on our journey, the healed wounds of the 
lion's claws on the shoulder, aud marks of his teeth 
on the back of the neck, p:ave us ocular demonstra­
tion that two of them had carried the monarch of 
the forest on their backs, and yet come off tri­
umphant. When I had the pleasure of meeting 
occasionally with the late l\lr. Pringle in Cape 
Town, and mentioned some of these facts, his 
poetical genius instantly canght the image, and 
threw the picture into the following graphic lines, 
which may not be unacceptable to those who have 
never seen Pringle"s African Poems. 

•• \\' onldst Lhou view the lion's den ? 
Search afar fron1 haunts of mcn­
\\'here the reed-eneircleJ rill 
Oozes from the rocky hill, 
Uy Us ,·erdurc far 1lescricd 
'1\tid the desert brown and wide. 

Close beside the scJ~y brim 
Couchant lurks the lion grim: 
,vatching Lill the elose of day 
Bring~ the <leath-cleYotcJ 1,rt!y. 
Heedless, at the ambush'1l 1.Jrink, 
The tall giraffe stoops down tu drink: 
Upun him slr:iight the saY;\gc springs 
\Vith cruel joy. The desc1·t rings 
"'ith clanging sonnet of J.esp'rate strife­
The pl'Cy is strong, an<l striHs for life. 
Plunging olt with franlic boun<l, 
To shake ihe tyrant Lo the ground-
lie shricks---he rushes through the waste 
\\'ith glaring eye and headlong haste. 
ln ,·aiu !-the spoiler on his prize 
ltides proudly-tearing as he Oit's. 

For life-the victim's utmosl specJ 
Is muster'd in this honr of nee1): 
For life-for life-his giant might 
He str;:a.ins, and pours bis soul in flight; 
Aod, m:ul with terror, thirst, ancl pain, 
Spurns with wild hoof the thundering plain. 

'Tis vain; Lhe thirsty sands ar~ drinking 
llis strea1niog blood-his strength is siukiug; 
The ,·ictor's fang-s are in his \"eius-
His 0anks a.re streake1l with sangnin'd slraios­
llis panting bi-cast in foam and gore 
ls bathl'cl-he reels-his race i~ o'er: 
Ile falls-aocl, with eoo,·ulsh·e throe, 
Resib"'DS his throat to lh' ra,·ening foe 1 

------------------------------
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-AnJ. lo I ere quiH·ring life has f1!!1l 1 
The \'Ull11rl:'s, \\heeling overhe::ul, 
Swoop tlown, to watch, in gaunt array, 
Till the ~org-e<l tyrant <pLils his pn•y." 

,Ye were often exposed to <langcr from lions, 
which, from the scarcity of water, fr<•qnent the 
pools or fouutains, and some of our number ha<l 
some hair-brea<lth escapes. One night we were 
quietly bivouacke<l at a small pool on the 'Oup 
Hi,·er, where we never anticipate<l a visit from his 
majesty. \Ye had just closed our united evening 
worship, the hook was still in m;r han<l, and the 
closing notes of the song of praise had scarcely 
fallen from our lips, when the terrific roar of the 
lion was heard: our oxen, which before were quietly 
chewing the cu<l, rushed upon us, and over our 
fires, leaving us prostrated in a cloud of dust and 
sand. Hats aud hymn books, our Bibles and our 
guns, were all scattered in wild confusion. Pro­
videntially, no serious injury was sustaine<l; the 
oxen were pursued, brought back, an<l secnred to 
the wagon, for we could ill afford to lose any. 
Africaner, seeing the reluctance of the people to 
pursue in a dark and gloomy ravine, grasped a 
firebrand, and exclaimed "Follow me!" and but 
for this promptness and intrepidity we must have 
lost some of our number, for nothing can exceed 
the terror of oxen at even the smell of a lion. 
Though they may happen to be in the worst con­
dition possible, worn out with fatigue and hunger, 
the moment the shaggy monster is perceived, they 
start like race horses. with their tails erect, and 
sometimes <lays will elapse before they are foun<l. 
The number of lions may be easily accounted for, 
when it is remembered how thinly scattered the 
inhabitants are, and, indeed, the whole appearance 
of the country impresses the min<l with the idea 
that it is only fit for beasts of prey. The people 
seem to drag out a miserable existence, wandering 
from place to place in quest of grass, game, or wild 
roots. Those I had met with had, from infancy, 
been living a nomade life, with one great object in 
view-to keep soul and body together. 

., A ra1,dou of drought, where no ri'"·er glides, 
Nor rippling brook with osiel'ed sides; 
\\"here sedgy pool, nor bubbling fount, 
Xor tree, nor cloud, nor misty mount 
.Appears to refresh lhc aching eye; 
llllL barrt'u earth, antl the burning- s1cy, 
Aud the blank horizon round and ro1m(i 
Spread-,·oid of living sight or sound." 

Among the poorer classes it is, indee<l, strugglinl{ 
for existence; and when the aged become too weak 
to provide for themselves, and are a burden to those 
whom they brought forth and reared to manhood, 
they are not unfrequently abandoned by their own 
children, with a meal of victuals and a cruise of 
water, to perish in the desert; and I have seen a 
sma 11 circle of stakes fastened in the ground, 
within which were still lying the bones of a parent 
bleached in the sun, who had been thus abandoned. 
In one instance I observed a small broken earthen­
ware vessel, in which the last draught of water had 
been left. " What is this l" I said, pointing to the 
stakes, ad<lressing Africaner. His reply was, 
" This is heathenism ;" and then described this 

parricidal custom. A day or two after, a circum­
stance occur.-cd which eorrohorate<l his statements. 
\\'e had travelled all day over a sandy plain, and 
passed a sleepless night from extreme thirst and 
fatigue. Hising early in the morning, and leaving 
the people to get the wagon ready to follow, I 
went forward with oue of our number, in order to 
see if we could not perceive some indications of 
water, by the foot-marks of game, for it was in a 
part of the country where we conhl 11ot expect the 
traces of man. After passing a ridge of hills, and 
advancing a considera Ille way on the plain, we 
discovered, at a distance, a little smoke rising 
amidst a few bnshes, w hieh seemed to skirt a ravine. 
Ar.imatcd with the prospect, ,re hastened forward, 
eag~rly anticipating a delicious draught of water, 
no matter what the quality might he. When we 
had arrived within a few hm,dred yar<ls of the 
spot, we stood still, startled at the fresh marks of 
lions, which appeared to have been there only an 
hour before ns. We had no guns, being too tired 
to carry them, and we hesitated for a moment 
whether to proceed or return. The wagon was 
yet distant, and thirst impelled us to go on, but it 
was with caution, keeping a sharp look out at every 
bush ,ve passed. 

On reaching the spot, we beheld an ohjcct of 
heart-rending distress. It was a venerable-looking 
old woman, a living skeleton, sitting with her head 
leaning on her knees. She appeared terrified at 
our presence, and especially at me. She tried to 
rise, but, trembling with weakness, sunk again to 
the earth. I addressed her by the name which 
sounds sweet in every clime, and charms even the 
savage car, "lily mother, fear not; we are friends, 
and will do you nu harm." I put several questions 
to her, but she appeared either speechless, or afraid 
to open her lips. I again repeate<l, " Pray, mother, 
who are you, and how do you come to be in this 
situation?" to which she replied, "I am a "·oman; 
I have been here four days; my children ha,·e left 
me here to die." "Your children !" I interrupted. 
"Yes," raising her hand to her shrivelled bosom, 
" my own children, three sous an<l two daughters. 
They are gone," pointing with her finger, " to 
yonder blue mountain, and have left me to die." 
"An<l, pray, why did they leave yon?" I inquired. 
Spreading out her hands, " I am old, yon see, and 
I am no longer able to serve them. When they kill 
game, I am too feeble to help in carrying home the 
flesh; I am not able to gather wood to make fire; 
and I cannot carry their chil<lren on my back as I 
used to do." This last sentence was more than I 
could bear; and though my tongue was cleaving 
to the roof of my mouth for want of water, this 
reply opened a fountain of tears. I remarked that 
I was surprised that she had escaped the lions, which 
seemed to abound, an<l to have approached very near 
the spot where she was. She took hold of the 
skin of her left arm with her fingers, and, raising 
it up as one would do a loose linen, she ad<led, " I 
hear the lions; but there is nothing on me that 
they would eat ; I have no flesh on me for them 
to scent." At this moment the wagon drew near, 
which greatly alarmed her, for she supposed that 
it was an animal. Assuring her that it woul<l do 
her no harm, I said that, as I could not stay, I 
would put her into the wagon, and take her with 
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me. At this remark she became conn1lsed with 
terror. Others addressed her, hut all to no effect. 
She replied, that if we took her, and left her at 
another village, they would only do the same 
thing again. " It is our custom; I am nearly 

our hantls, we collected a quantity of fuel, gave her 
a good supply of dry meat, some tobacco, and a 
knife, with some other articles; telling her we 
should return in two days, am\ stop the night, when 
she would be able to go with us; only she must 
keep up a good fire at night, as the lions would 
smell the dried flesh, if they did not scent her. 
"'e then pursued our course; and after a long ride, 
passing a rocky ridge of hills, we came to a stag­
nant pool, i11to which men and oxen rushed pre­
cipitately, though the water was almost too muddy 
to go <low n our throats. 

On our return to the spot, according to promise. 
,~e found the old .-rnman and e,·ery thing gone, lmt. 
on examination, discovered the footlllarks of two 
men from the hills referred to, who appeared to 
have taken her away. Scs-eral months aftenrnrds, 
I learned, from au individual who visited the 
station, that the sons, ~eci11g from a distance the 
wagou halt at the spot where they had so un­
naturally left their mother to perish, came to see, 
supposing the travellers bad been viewing the 
mangled remains of tl1eir mother. Finding her 
alive, and _supplied with food., and on her telling 
the story of the strangers' kindness, th<"y were 
alarmed, and, dreading the ,·cngcaucc of tl.ic great 
chief, "·hom they supposed me to he, took her home, 
and ,fcre _providing for her with more than usual 
care. I ha1·e often reasoned with the nati-<es on 
this cruel practice; in reply to which, they wouhl 
only lau~h. It may be imagined, that people might 
devote their fril'nds, and nol,les their first-Lorn, 
like the Carthagiuians, to appease some offended 
deity; and that mothers, too, should l'.mile on the 

dead; I do not want to die again." The sun was 
now piercingly hot; the oxen were raging iu the 
yoke, aud we ourselves nearly delirious. Finding 
it impossible to influence the woman to move, 
without running the risk of her dying com·ulsed in 

infants their own hands had murdered. from similar 
motives; but it appears an awful exhibition of 
human dcpr:n-ity, when children compel their 
parents to perish for want, or to be devoured by 
beasts of prey in a desert, from no other motirn 
than sheer laziness, or to get quit of those on whose 
breast they hung in helpless infancy, whose lips 
first directed their vocal powers, whose hand led 
them through many a ,~cary waste, and who often 
sulforcd the most pinching waut, that the babes 
whom nature taught them to love migl,t he supplied. 
I have more than once handed food to a hungry 
mother, who appeared to have fasted for a mouth, 
when she would just taste it, and give it to her 
cbihl, when, perhaps, that very child, instead of 
returning grateful service to the infancy of old age, 
leaves that mother to perish from hunger. 

Conversing ,vith the party oue evening, when 
sitting around the fire, on the conduct of children 
to their parents, I observed that they were as had 
as lions. " They are worse," replied Africancr. 
This he illustrated from the well-known character­
istics of the king of Leasts; or, more properly, king 
of the beasts of prey. l\l uch has hecn written about 
African lions, but the half has not hcen told. The 
following trait in their character may not be iu­
trnsivc, or partaking of the marvellous, with which 
the tales of some travellers are said to abound. I 
give it as received from men of God, and meu ,~ho 
had Leen cxpcricneecl i\iwro<ls too. The old lion, 
when in company with his children, as the natives 
call them, though they arc nearly as big as him­
self; or, when numbers together happen to come 
upon game, the oldest or ablest creeps to the object, 
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while the others crouch on the grass; if he he smooth rock of ten or twelve feet high, he observed 
successful, which he generally is, he retires from a number or zebras pressing round it, obliged to 
his victim, aud lies down to breathe, antl rest, for keep the path, beyond which it was precipitous. A 
perhaps a quarter of an hour; in the meantime, lion was seen creeping up towartls the path, to in­
the others draw arountl, and lie down at a re- tercept the large stallion, which is al ways in the 
spectfnl distance. \\'hen the chief one has got his rear to defend or warn the troop. The lion missed 
rest, he commences at the abdomen and breast. and his mark, antl w hilc the zehra nished round the 
after making havoc with the tit-bits of the careas,', point, the lion knew well if he could mount tlu, 
he will take a second rest, none of the others pre- rock at one leap, the next wonld be on the zebra's 
suming to move. Ilaviug made a second gorge, hack, it being ouliged to tnrn towards the hill. lie 
he retires, the others, watching his motions, ru,h fdl short, with only his head 01°er the stone, look­
on the remainder, and it is soon devoured. At ing at the galloping zehra switching his tail in the 
other times, if a young lion seizes the prey, and air. He then tried a secollll and a third leap, till 
an old one happens to come np, the younger retires he sncceetled. In the meantime two more lions 
till the elder has dined. This was what Afri- came up, and seemed to talk and roar away about 
caner called better mauners than those of the something, while the oltl lion letl them round the 
l\amaqnas. rock, and round it agaiu; then he matle another 

Passing along a vale, we came to a spot where grand leap, to show them what he an,\ they mnst 
the lion appeared to have been exercising himself do next time. Afrieaner addctl, with the most per­
in the way of leaping. As the natives are very feet gravity," They evidently talked to each other, 
expert in tracing the manreuvres of animals by their but though loud enough, I conltl not understand a 
foot-marks, it was soon <iiseovere,I that a large lion word they said. and, fearing lest we should be the 
had crept towards a short black stump, wry like next objects of their skill, we crept away aud left 
the human form; when within ahont a dozen yards, them in council." 
it hounded on its supposed prey, when, to his mor- The following fact will show the fearful dangers 
tification, he fell a foot or two short ofit. According to which solitary trawllers arc sometimes exposed. 
to the testimony ofa native who had been ,vatching A man belonging lo :\Ir. Schmelen's congregation, 
his motions, and who joined ns soon after, the lion at Bethany, returning homewards from a visit to 
lay for some time stedfustly eyeing its suppose<! 

1 
his friends, took a circuitous course in order to pass 

meal. It then arose, smelt the object, and retnrnc,l , a sniall fountain, or rather pool, where he hoped to 
to the spot from which he commenced his first leap, kill an antelope to carry home to his family. The 
and leaped four sewral times, till at last he placetl I sun had risen to some height by the time he reached 
his paw on the imagined prize. On another oeca- , the spot, and seeing no game. he laid his gun down 
sion, when Africaner and an attendant were passing on a shelving low rock, the hack part of which was 
near the end of a hill, from which jnttetl out a coveretl over with a species of dwarf thorn-bushes. 

He went to the water, took a hearty drink, and re­
turned to the rock, smoked his pipe. am\ being a 
little tired, fell asleep. In a short time the heat 
reflected from the rock awoke him, and opening his 
eyes, he saw a large lion crouching hefore him, with 
its eyes glaring in his face, and withln little more 

than a yard of his feet. He sat motionless for some 
minutes, till he had recovered his presence of mind, 
then eyeing his gun, movetl his hand slowly towards 
it; the lion seeing him, raised its head, and gave a 
tremendous roar ; he made another and another 
attempt, hut tl1e gun being far beyond his reach, he 
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gave it up, as the lion seemed. well aware of his 
object, and was enraged whene\'el' he attempted. to 
move his hand. His situation now became painful 
in the extreme; the rock on which he sat became 
so hot that he could. scarcely bear his naked feet to 
touch it, and. kept moving them, alternately placing 
oue above the other. The day passetl, and. the night 
also, but the liou never moved from the spot; the 
snn rose again, and. its intense heat soon rendered 
his feet past feeling. At noon the lion rose and 
walked. to the water, only a few yarJ.s distant, look­
ing behind as it went, Jest the man should move, 
and seeing him stretch out his hand to take-his gnn, 
turned. in a rage, and was on the poiut of springing 
upon him. The animal went to the water, ,lrauk, 
and returning, lay down again at the edge' of the 
rock. Another night passed; the mau, in describ­
ing it, said, he knew not whether he slept, but if he 
did, it must have been with his eyes open, for he 
always saw the lion at his feet. Next day, in the 
forenoon, the animal went again to the water, and 
while there, he listened to some noise apparently 
from an opposite quarter, and disappeared. in the 
bushes. The man now made auother effort, aD<I 
seized his gun; but on attempting to rise, he fell, 
his ankles being without power. With his gun in 
his hand, he crept towards the water, and drank, 
bnt looking at his feet, he saw, as he expressed it, 
his "toes roasted," and the skin torn off with the 
grass. There he sat a few moments, expecting the 
liou's return, when he was resolved. to send the con­
tents of the gun throngh its head; but as it did 
not appear, tying his gun to his back, the poor man 
made t.he best of his way on his hands and knees to 
the nearest path, hoping some solitary individual 
might pass. lle could go uo farther, when, pro1·i­
dentially, a person came np, who took him to a 1•lace 
of' safety, from whence he obtained help, though he 
lost his toes, and was a cripple for life. 

The preceding lion stories, selected from many 
more, will serve for the present to illustrate the 
character of that noble, but dangerous creature. As 
to his being afraid oft.he human eye, I shall touch 
on that subject in another part of my work, when I 
d,•scribe those which have tasted human flesh, for 
which they ever afterwards retain an uncommon 
relish. With all their boldness, they are sometimes 
arrant cowar<ls. On one occasiou, I remember a 
man who, comiug unexpectedly on a lion, fainted. 
The lion raised. himself to look over the bushes, 
and seeing no one, seemed to suspect a plot, and 
scampered off with his tail betweeu his legs. It is 
but justice to add that the man was no less cowardly; 
for, on awaking from his swoon, and looking this 
way and that, he imagined the object of his terror 
was still there, aud taking to his heels, he ma,le 
towards the wagon. I have known Bushmen, and 
even women, drive the lion away from the prey he 
has just seized, by beating their clubs on dry hides, 
and shouting; nevertheless, by day, and especially 
by night, he is an object of terror. Such subjects 
as these sened sometimes to amuse our eYening 
hours; more frequently, howeYer, I requested my 
companions to propose questions on scriptural and 
other important suhjects, in answering which I had 
au opportunity of communicating much useful and. 
edifying instruction. 

Being disappointed in the object of our journey, 

we endeavoured to reach home by a shorter route 
fart her to the east on the borders of the southern 
Zahara desert, which lies between Namaqua-lanJ. 
and the country of the Bechuanas. W c had nearly 
paid dear for our haste, for we found ourselves in a 
plain of deep sand, and were on the point of aban­
doning the wagon. Each went in search of water, 
but it was in vaiu, we found only water melons, and 
those as bitter as gall. I shall never forget the 
ghastly looks of our party- nothing could provoke 
a smile. Some had started off in the direction of a 
river called 'Kam Toaap, which signifies "the water 
is doue," where they happily found some, and (after 
drinking largely themselves) filled their calabashes 
and returned; but before reaching the wagon, their 
thirst again became excessive, and by the uext 
morning they had nearly finished all they had re­
served for us. On my tasting the water, and it was 
indeed but a task, for I wished that others should 
wet their lips, the rage for water seemed to increase, 
and we hastened towards the river. \Vheu we 
reached the top of the deep bed of the river, a scene 
presented itself which, though tweuty-three years 
have elapsed, is as fresh to my mind as thongh it. 
occnrred but yesterday. Two of the men who had 
preceded us, immediately seized the thong of the 
two leading oxen, to prevent them from precipi­
tating themselves with the wagon dowu the rugged 
steep, after the example of wiser heads; for all the 
people, without exception, rushed down the bank, 
some kept their ft•et, others rolled, and some mmbkd 

' headlong into the muddy pool, in which they seemed 
fain to lie, clothes and all. It was well that the 
water was warmed by the snn 's scorching rays, for 
Africaner, as well as others. recorded several in­
stances of thirsty travellers drinking largely in their 
heated state, and instantly expiring with their faces 
in the water. 

The journey, which occupied only a few weeks, 
though without success, settled one important point, 
namely, the impossibility of obtaining in that deso­
late region an eligible situation for a missionary 
station. Jacobus, who had been left in charge, had 
executed his office with great fidelity and zeal. 

The place looked very desolate, aud though I had 
still a congregation of about 200 persous, and up­
wards of JOU children in the school, many were 
abseut at cattle out-posts on aecouut of grass. I 
now resumed my itineratingvisits on a more exten­
sive scale, as I had ahle assistants in Jacobus and 
David to carry on the week services of the school. 
Titus, who had also been one of my attendants ou 
the journey, and who, from what I saw, would have 
suffered death rather than have seen evil befall me, 
now gave me another display of his attachment. He 
did not like the idea of my riding on au ox with 
horns, which is certainly both awkward and hazard­
ous. Some time before, one had fallen, and the rider 
being thrown forward with his breast on the l1orn, 
was killed. Titus very generously begged of me to 
take his only horse, which was of great value to 
him for hunting. 

These itincrating expeditions were not unfre­
quently attended with privation as well as danger. 
I shall briefly advert to some facts connected with 
this subject, wliich will serve to show those who 
may be similarly situated, that their lot is only that 
of their preJ.ecessors. In my experience, 1 often 



ITINERATI;s.G FARE.-NIGIIT ASSOCIATES. 

found it not only profitable but animating, lo read 
the sufferings of the messeugers of the Cross in past 
ages; to which ours of the present hear no com­
parison; and especially to the great Apostle of the 
Gentiles, and his coadjutors, who became" all things 
to all meu,as the 111i11isters of God, in much patience, 
in afflictions, iu necessities, in distresses, in stripes, 
in imprisonments, iu tumults, in labours, in watch­
ings, iu fhstings," 2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. 

After tying my lliblc aud hymn-hook in a blanket 
to the back of my saddle, and taking a good draught 
of milk, I started with my interpreter, who rode 
upon an ox. We bad our guus, but nothing in our 
purse or scrip except a pipe, some tol,acco, and a 
tiuder-hox. Bread we had noue; aud though we 
might ha,·e taken a small piece of dry meat with us, 
we did not, hoping at our halting-place to meet a 
son of peace. After a hot day's ride, to reach a 
village in the evening, the people would give us 
a draught of sweet milk ; and then old and young, 
assembling iu a nook of the fol<l among the kine, 
would list.en to my address on the great concerns of 
their souls' salvation. I exhorted those who could 
read to read to others, aud try to teach them to do 
the same, promising them a reward in heaven ; for 
I had none to give on earth. \\"hen service was 
over, having taken another draught of milk, and re­
newed my conversation with the people, I lay down 
on a mat to repose for the night. Somdimcs a 
kind housewife would hang a bamboos, or wooden 
vessel filled with milk, on a forked stick, near my 
head, that I might, if necessary, drink during the 
night. 

At one of these places I had slept on the ground 
near the door of the hut in which the priucipal man 
a_nd his wife reposed. I remarked in the morning, 
that it appeared that some of the cattle had broken 
loose during the nig-ht, as I had heard something 
moving about on the outside of the thorn fence, 
under which I lay. "Oh," he replied, "I was 
looking at the spoor this morning, it was the lion;" 
adding, that a few nights before it sprang over on 
the very spot on which I had been lying, and seized 
a goat, with which it bouuded off through another 
part of the fold. " Look," said he, "there is part 
of some of the mats we tore from the house, and 
burned to frighten him away." On asking him 
how he could think of appointing me to sleep in 
that very spot. "Oh," he rejoinl'd, "the lion would 
not have the audacity to jump over on you.'· This 
remark produced a laugh from me, in which he and 
his wife joined most heartily; and reminded me of 
a circumstance in his own history, with which I was 
well acquainted; for he had been in 1he jaws of a 
lion. Oue night, he, and about a doz,'11 more hunters, 
were fast asleep, with a circle of bushes placed 
around their fire. ·when the blaze was extinguished, 
a lion sprang into the midst of the sleeping party, 
seized my host by the shoulder, and, with his caross, 
dragged him off to some distance. The others, 
aroused by the scuffie, snatched up their guns, and, 
not knowing one of their number had been carried 
off; shot in the direction whence the noise pro­
ceeded. One ball happened to wound the lion, and, 
in trying to roar, it let the man drop from its grasp, 
who instantly ran off, leaving his mantle, and bolted 
in among his companions, crying out, "Do not shoot 
me," for they supposed for a moment that he was 

the lion. lie showed me the ugly marks of the 
lion's teeth in his shoulder. 

After add1·essing, iu the morning, a party like that 
of the preccclingevening, I woulcl again start toward 
another village; hut, owing to the migratory habits 
of the natives in search of water and gra~s, there 
was considerable uncertainty as to finding them. 
\Ve would travel slowly all day, having had fo1· our 
breakfast a good draug-ht of milk; and in the even­
ing reach the proposed spot as hungry as hawks, 
to find the whole party removed, leaving nothing 
but empty folds. To follow the spoor, or track, 
through the night, was ont of the question; besides, 
there was rarely any trace of the direction in which 
the party had decamped. The only living creatures 
to be'!;een were some vultures and crows perched on 
a bush or rock, which were clisturbed by our ap­
proach to the ruins of a mat house, where they had 
been occupied in picking np bits of skin, and other 
particles of food. Not knowing the distance to the 
water, we would sit down hungry and thirsty, with 
little inclination either to speak or think; and after 
commending ourselves to the care of our heavenly 
Father, lie down to repose, not unfrequcntly dis­
turbed hy visits from hyenas,jackals, and sometimes 
the lion himself; nil which come to prowl for bones 
when a village has been deserted. Next morning 
our first concern would be to find water; aud taking 
onr heasts of burden, we would seek the track which 
appeared to lead to that ever-delightful beverage. 
Having breakfasted on a draught of not very sweet 
water, we would again set off on our lonely course, 
proceeding very slowly, in order not to lose the 
spoor, regarding ourselves fortunate if we succeeded 
in overtaking the party. 

The above is a specimen ofNamaqua itinerating, 
and sometimes the missionary is called to suffer 
much greater privations than have now been de­
scribed. This may h•! the most proper place briefly 
to introduce a sketch of the general character of my 
manner of living while on this station. As before 
noticed, I had neither bread nor vegetables. l\lr. 
llartlett, of Pella, once sent me a hag containing a 
few pounds of salt, but, 011 examining it, I coul<l 
scarcely tell whether there was most sand or salt, 
and having become accustomed to do wirhout it, I 
hung it upon a nail, where it remained untouched. 
My food was milk and meat, living for weeks to­
gether on one, aud then for a while on the other, 
and again on both together. All was well so long 
as I had either, hut ,ometimes they both failed. and 
there were no shops in the count1·y where I coultl 
have purchased; and had there been any I must 
have bought on credit, for money I had none. 

I had purchased some ewes from Mr. Elmer when 
he left the country, which I spared, hoping to 11et 
now and then a lamb. :\ly meals consisted fre­
<p1ently ofa draught of milk in the morning, another 
at noon, and a third at night, either sweet, sour, or 
curdled; for the Namaquas had not the art of pre­
paring it in the manner of the Bechuanas, which 
will afterwards Le described. I had frequently 
prctly long fasts, and have had recourse to tlie 
" fasting girdle," as it is called; on more than one 
occasion, after the morning service, I have shoul­
dered my gun, ancl gone to the plain or the nionu­
tain brow in search of something to cat, and, when 
unsuccessful, ha,·e returned, laid down my pi,•ce, 
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taken the ". ord of Life, and addressed my congre­
gation. I never liked begging, and have frequently 
been hard pnt to; lint many a time has an unknown 
friend placed in my hut a portion of food, on which 
I have looked with feelings better conceived than 
described. I shall nner forget the kindness of 
Titns Africancr, who, when he ,;isited the station, 
would come and ask me what lie could clo for me, 
and, on rec,•iving a few shots, would go to the field, 
and almost always bring rue home something, for 
he was an extraordinary marksman. 

The contents of my wardrobe hare the same im­
press of poverty. The supply of clothes which I 
had received in London were. as is too often the 
case, made after the dandy fashion, and I being still 
a growing youth, they soon went to pieces. There 
were no laundry-maids there, nor anything like 
ironing or mangling. The old woman who washed 
my li11en, sometimes with soap, but oftener without, 
was wont to make one shirt into a hag, and stuff the 
others into it; and I jnst took them out as they were, 
and more than once ha,;e I t11r11ecl one to feel the 
comfort of a clean shirt. ;lfy clear old mother. to keep 
us out of mischief in the long winter evenings, taught 
me both to sew aml knit; and when I would tell 
her I intended being a man, she woukl ,·eply, '' Lad, 
ye diuna ken whar your lot will be cast." She was 
right, for I have often had occasion to nse the needle 
since. I remem her once she showed me how a 
shirt might he smoothed, by folding it properly, and 
hammering it with a piece of wood. Itesoh·ing one 
day to ha~e a nice shirt for the sabhath, I folded up 
one, and having prepared a suitable block, I laid it 
on, not a smooth hearth-stone, but fiue granite, and 
hammered away in good earnest, when Africaner 
coming hy said. "What are yon doing?" "Smooth­
ing my shirt," I replied. "That is one way," saicl 
he. So it was, fur on holding it up to ,·iew, it was 
riddled with holes, some as large as the point of my 
finger. When I left the country I had not half a 
dozen shirts with two sleeves apiece. 

CHAPTEH XI. 

Journey to Griqna country-The Coranna chicf-Unplt>asaot 
ridc-Slt'cpin~ in the sand-Sr-('DC'S ou the Orange Hhcr­
The cro,.,· aml tortoisP-Th~ author drinks poisoned water 
-~ativC' poisons-Kimlness of Du::iohmen-Arri,e at Kwees 
-A dcsC'rl sercuadt--LC'a,·ing lhe ri\·cr-Some of the 11al'l)' 
wander-Pursued by a liou-F.xtreme hnugcr aucl thirst­
An encounter ,,it11 l1aboous-Dt=!s:p~rat<' circumslances­
lJcscriptiou or the> mirage-Polluted watC'r-Arrin~· at 
Griqna Town-Ybit to Lattakoo--Prtnidcntial csca11e­
Rcturo lo the d<'sert-Thuuder-storm-A wet nig-ht"s loU.g-­
ing-Provi,lt-nti,d supply-Encouut~r wilh a hippopotamus 
-Arri\"e at the slaliou. 

AFTF.R continuing for many months this manner of 
life, cheered, in a dry and thirsty laud, with the 
earlv and latter rains on the seed sown in the 
heai:ts of the people, it was resoh·ed to make another 
attempt to find a more com·cnient spot on which to 
conduct the mission; and before closing the account 
of my sojourn in Great Xamaqua-land, I will jnst 
add the particulars of a journey undertakeu at the 
re!Jnest of Africaner. Ile wished me to visit the 
G riqna countl'y, to the cast of the desert, to inspect 
a situation ollcred to him and his people, to which 

he might remove with the full sanction of the 
chiefs of the Griqnas. Africaner was mostanxions 
to leave Namaqua-land; and the present offer, 
which had the approval of :\fr. Anderson, the mis­
sionary at that place, beiug attended with some 
political difficulties, I felt some reluctance; but at 
the urgent solicitations of the people I went. David 
and Simon, the two brothers of Africaner, and 
Jonker, his son, with Jantye Vanderbylc, the chief 
guide, were my attendants; we had ahont eight 
horses, good and bad, when we started. \\' e each 
took a caross, or sheepskin blanket, with us, and 
trusted entirely for 4,od to what we might shoot, 
aud obtain from the Corannas on the road. 

Our course lay principally on the north side of 
the Orange River. Though we journeyed on the 
banks of a river in which there was an abundance 
of water, and thoup:h the country was well inha­
bited, we suffered affiictin·lv from thirst as well as 
lrnnger, few villages being on the north side of the 
river along which we travelled. \\"e were some­
times compelled to scramble over rocky passes in 
the hills, only a fit abode for baboons, which were 
as plentiful as they were impudent. At other 
times we had to cross the riYei· to avoid the moun­
tains on the opposite side, which arose, in the 
wildest grandeur, from the ,rater's edge. On reach­
ing the waterfalls we were kindly received and 
treated by a Coranna chief, calleu Paul (to whom 
I shall have occasion to refor when treating of the 
Bechuana mission), and there we haltc,l one day. 
lie had visited our statiou, and felt exceedingly 
thankful fur the kindness I had shown him. I was 
glad of this renewed opportunity to preach, mid he 
was glad to hear again the message of Divine 
grace. 

The Orange Ri,er here presents the appearance 
of a plain, miles in breadth, entirely covered with 
mimosa trees, among which the many branches of 
the river rnu, allll then tumble over the precipices, 
rnising clonds of mist, when there is any volume of 
water. As it was arranged that we should not start 
before sunset, I wandered at noon towards the 
river; and supposing the falls (from the noise) 
,,ere not ,ery distant, I walked towards them; but 
feeling excessively tired, I sat down under the 
shadow of a hnsh, and was soon fast asleep, ha,ing 
had little rest the night before. Towards evening 
the hue-and-crv was raised that the master "·as 
missing, and a· number sought my spoor, or foot­
marks, and followed till they found me. The first 
thing I heard on awaking was, ":llynhcer, are you 
not afraid of the panthers?" "' e prneeeded ou our 
journey, aud entered a valley coYered with a species 
of mimosa, the thorns of which resembled fish­
hooks. Anxious to reach the high ground on the 
hills on the opposite side before the lions, whose 
roaring was heard on the heights above, should 
come down towards the rinr, we quickened onr 
pace. Bnt the darkness increasing, and ueing un­
ahle to define the edges of the bushes, the rider was 
frequently caught aud thrown to the gronnd, or left 
a piece of jacket or trousers on the thorns. so that 
when we reached the other side of the d,1le we 
were both ragged and bleedi.ng. To avoid follow­
ing the serpcutine course of some parts of the ri,;er, 
we often directed our conrse, without a path, to the 
next turn of the stream. One of these we reached 
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at a late hour; and it being very dark, and the 
Lanks pr~cipitous, we heard the water murmuring 
brlow, bnt dared not go down, fc•aring a plunge, 
and the company of the hippopotami. 

Ileing ignorant of the locality. and not knowing 
where the inhabitants (Bushmen) might be, we 
made no fire, lest we should be ,liscovercd, and we 
had nothi ug to roast. There were 110 trees, aml we 
lay down between ridges or hills of deep sand. 
The wind was cold, and we ha,1 little co\'ering, 
having left the half of our horses knocked up, and 
with them most of our carosscs. The plan a,lopted 
hy i\l r. Haensel, a ;lforavian Jnissionary, in similar 
circumstances, occurred to me, and, like him, I 
made a hole in the sand, aud buried myself, leaving 
the head out. I soon fdt verv comfortable, and, 
extolling the plan, one of my c-;m,panions imitated 
my example, and got under the earth. I then told 
him that the missionary whom we were imitating, 
having oucc submerged himself in the sand near 
the sea-shore, was occasionally disturbed by huge 
crabs approaching him, and these his faithful dog 
kept at a distance. !If y companion asked, " And 
what ar~ we to do if a lion comes?" "\Ve are 
safe," I replil'd, "for he will not cat heads wheu he 
can get whole bodies." This removed his fears, 
and I do not remember to have slept so comfortably 
during the whole jouruey, in which we had often 
very sorry accommodations. 

The windings of the river sometimes fl°',ed 
through immense chasms, overhung with stupendous 
precipices, aud then like a translucent lake, with 
the beautiful towering mimosas and willows re­
flected from its bosom; and a rich variety of birds, 
of fine plunrnge, though without a soug; wild geese, 
ducks, snipes, flamingoes, in perfect security, feed­
ing on the bauks, beneath the green shade, or Lask­
ing in the sun's rays on the verdant islands, far 
from the fowler's snare. The swallows, also, 
mounting aloft, or skimming the surface of the 
1nirror stream; while the ravens, with their hoarse 
note, might be seen seeking their daily food among 
the watery tribe, or cawing on the bending tops of 
the ,veeping-willows. Flocks of Guinea fowl would 
occasionally add to the '<"aried scene, with their 
shrill cry, and whirling flight from the open plain 
to the umbrage of the sloping bank, where they 
pass the night amidst the branches of the tall 
acacias. But here, too, the curse reigns; for the 
kites and hawks might be seen hovering in the air, 
watching the motions of the creatures beneath, and 
ready to dart down, with the fleetness of an arrow, 
on a duckling straying from its parent, or on a bird 
or a hare moving too far from the shelter of a bush 
or tree. The fox also might he seen, stealing 
slowly along from the desert waste, to slake his 
thirst in the refreshing stream, aud seek for some 
nnfortuuate brood which might fall within his 
reach; aud the cobra and green serpent, ascending 
the trees to suck the eggs, or to devour the young 
birds; while the feathered tribe, uniting against 
the common enemy, gather amnnd, and rend the air 
with their screams. The A fricau tiger, too. comes 
in fur a share of the foa the red spoil. With his 
sharp claws he ascends the trees in the dead of 
night, and seizes the Guinea fowls on their aerial 
roost. The hyena, also, here seeks his spoil, and 
gorges some strayed kid, or pursues the troop for 

the new-fallen antelope or foal; arnl, to fill np the 
pictnre, the lion may be heard in the distance, roar­
ing for his prey; while man, 

"The gr£1at eoemy to man," 

is no less so to fish, or fowl, or spotted deer. 
\\'herever he wanders he seeks to regale his va1·ied 
appetite; and, more than this, he, as the enemy of 
enemies, fears not to attack the pouderous elel'hant, 
face the lion's p;lare, anti for his amusement lay 
prostrate in tl,e dust the i11noce11t. 

Hecli11ing on a rock one day, waiting till my 
shirt, which I had washed, was dry, I noticed a 
crow rise from the earth, carryi1w somcthin" 
dangling in its talons. On directing" my compit~ 
nions to the sight, they said, "It is ouly a c1·ow 
with a tortoise; yon will sec it fall preseutly ;" and 
down it fell. The crow descended, and up went the 
tortoise af!;ain to a still greater height. from which 
it dropped, and the crow instantly followed. I 
hastened with one of the men to the spot, and 
scared away the crow from the mangled tortoise, 
Oil which it was enjoying a feast. Ou lookiug 
around the flat rock there were many wrecks of 
former years; aud on my remarking I did not 
think the crow was so cunning, my companion re­
plied," The kites do the same thing," which I haw 
since frequently obsernd. 

In our journey aloug the banks of the ri\'cr we 
met few of the inhabitants, as most of them had 
removed to the other side. We passed two of the 
reed hnts of ;llr. Sass, who, with ;\fr. Helm, had for 
many years moved about with the Corannas, living 
a self-denying life on the sterile banks of the Oran»c 
River, which has been not unaptly compared, fm~n 
its extreme heat, to an ovcu. \\"hen we happened 
to meet with any who had been under the tuition 
of these devoted men, we fcl t at home, and received 
more tlnn the awartlecl hoon of a cnp of cold water. 
Others we met, who would give us neither meat 
nor drink, but appointed our place of night's repose, 
after a toilsome day, where the lion came his nightly 
round; but mercy encompassed us about. 

On one occasion I was r<"markably preserved, 
when all expected that my race was run. We had 
reached the ri\'er early in the afternoon, after a 
dreadfully scorching ride acro,s a plain. Three of 
my companions, who were in advance, rode forward 
to a Bushman village, 011 au ascent some hundred 
yar,ls from the river. I went, because my horse 
would go, towards a little pool on a dry branch, 
from which the flood or torrent had rccedt'd to the 
larger course. Dismounting, I pushed through a 
narrow opening in the bushes, and, lying down, 
took a hearty draught. Immediately on raising 
myself I felt an unusual taste in my mouth, and 
looking attentively at the water and the temporary 
fence around, it !lashed across my mind that the 
water was poisone,l for the purpose of killing game. 
I came out, and meeting one of our number, who 
had been a little in the rear, just entering, told him 
my suspicion. 

At that moment a Bushman from the village 
came running breathless, and apparently tenilied, 
took me by the haud, as if to prevent my going to 
the water, talking with great excitement, though 
neither I nor my companions could understand 
him; but when I made signs that I had drunk, he 
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was speechless for a minute or two, and then ran I On the seventh <lay we reached that part of the 
off to the village. I followed; and on again <lis- 1 river called Quis or Kwees, from which we intended 
mounting, as I was hrginniug to think for the last to go in a direct course to Griqua Town, leaving 
time, the poor Bushmen and women looked on me the Orange River far to the right. We had pre­
with eyes which bespoke heartfelt compassion. lily viously made inquiries about the country which lay 
companious expected me to fall <lowu every mo- between; some said there was water; others, that 
mcnt; not one spoke. Observing the downcast ,vc should find none. W c had eaten a small portion 
looks of the poor Bushmen I smiled, aud this of meat that morning; reserving only enough for 
seemed to opcrntc on them like an electric shock, one single meal, lest we shoulil get uo more, and 
for all bCf,'1ln to babble au<l sing, the women striking <lrnnk frcdy of water, to keep the stomach <listrnded, 
their elbows against their uaked sides, expressive , and felt tolerably comfortable. At night we came 
of their joy. However, I began to foci a violent to some old huts, where were remains of tobacco 
turmoil within, and a fulness of the system, as if r gardens, which had been watered with wooden vcs­
the arteries would burst, while the pulsation was sels from the adjoining river. \Ye spent the e,·ening 
exceedingly quick, being accompanied with a slight in one of these huts; though, from certa;n holes for 
isid<liucss in the head. \Ye made the natives 1111- ingress and egress, it was evidently a domicile for 
derstan<l that I wanted the fruit of the solanum, hyenas and other beasts of prey. We hacl scarcely 
which grows in those quarters nem·ly the size and cn<led our cnning song of praise to Him whose 
shape of an egg, and which acts as an emetic, watchful care had guided and preserved us through 
They rau in all Llircctions, hut sought in vain. By the clay, when the distant and dolorous howls of the 
this time I was covered with a profuse perspiration, hyena, and the no kss inharmonious jabbering of 
and drank largely of pure water. The strange and the jackal, announced the kind of compauy with 
painful sensation which I hacl experienced gra<lu- which we were to spend the night; while, from the 
ally wore away, though it was not entirely removed river, the hippoporami kept up a blowing and snort­
for some <lays.* ing choms. Onr sleep was anything but sweet. Ou 

I was deeply affected by the sympathy of these the addition of the dismal notes of the hooting owl, 
poor Bushmen, to whom we were utter strangers. one of our men remarked," "'e want only the lion's 
"'hen they saw me fough, they deafened our ears roar to complete the music of the desert." "\\'ere 
with expressions of satisfaction, making a croaking they as sleepy and tired as I am," said another, "they 
aud clicking, of which their language seemed to would find something else to do.'' In the morning 
IJe made up. And these barbarians to the letter we found that some of thcs~ 11ight scavengers had 
" showed us no little kindness," for they gave us approached very near the door of our hut. 
some meat of zebras, which had <lied from dl'inkiug Having refreshed ourselves with a bathe and a 
the same water on the preceding <lay. This was draught of water, we prepared for the thirsty road 
very acccptahle, for having fasted that <lay we were we harl to traverse; but before starting, a council 
all ready for a meal; and though the poisoned was held, whether we should finish the last small 
water bad partially hlunte1l my appetite, I enjoyed portion of meat, (which any ouc might have <le­
a steak of the l,Jack-looking flesh mingled ,Tith its voured in a minute,) or resene it. The decision 
yellow fat. was to keep it till evening. We sought in vain for 

On leaving the next morning I ga,·c these poor ixia bulbs. Our only resource, according to the 
people a good share of our small stock of tobacco, custom of the countl'y, was to fill oul'sel vcs with as 
which set them all <lancing like J\Ierl'y Andrews, nrnch water as our bodies could contain. We had 
bkssiug our visit with the most fantastic gestures. no vessels in which to carry it; and if ,rn had, our 
It grieved me, that, from the want of an inter- horses were not equal to more than the carriage of 
precer, I could say hut little to them about Him who our persons. W c were ohligc<l to halt <luring the 
came to red,•cm the poor and the needy. day, fearing our horses would give up from the ex-

These people had come down from the desert on cessive heat. "'hen the evening drew ou we had 
the north in search of water, and were subsisting to ascend and descend several sand-hills, ,vhich, 
hy the chase, by catching a solitary animal in a pit- weary and faint from two <lays' fasting, was to ns 
fall, or else destroying it with water poisoned by an exceedingly fatiguing. Van<lcrbylc and myself were 
infusion of bulbs or other roots. They were cvi- somewhat in aclvaucc of the rest, when we observed 
<lently living in some fear of the Corannas, on the ouc· three companions remaining behind; but sup­
opposite side of the river, whose cattle form a tempt- posing they staid to strike light and kindle their 
ing bait to these hungry wanderers. Thinking, and pipes, we thoughtlessly rode forward. Having pro­
justly too, that some part of the earth's surface mnst cccde<l some distance, we halted and halloO!·<l, bnt 
be theirs, they naturally imagine that if their game received no reply. We fired a shot, but no one an­
is shot, and their honey pilfered, they have a right swerc<l. \Ve pursued our journey in the direction 
to reprisals, according to natural law, and therefore of the hil!h ground near the Long J\Iountaius, 
cannot resist the temptation of seizing the prnperty through which om· path lay. On reaching a Lush­
of their more wealthy neighbours when it lies within less plain, we alighte,l and made a fire: ar,other 
reach. shot was fired, and we listened with intense earnest­

• The materials used by t.hc Ilushmen, for the purpose of 
poisonin~ water, am principally lmlbs, calh•d hy the colo­
uist.;, giJ~ l1Ul, (poison bulb,) the Amnryllis tu.ricaria, wluch 
po-..it>~S(;'S a s1roug: alkali; sonrn "'fll'Cies nf the Ewplwrbia, atul 
othl'l' n•geialilc sub!.tanct•s. Tht! Yenom <1C the serpt•nt they 
11n•fer for their arrows; and tlwy will e,·cn, if or111nrtunity 
nll",•,·s, havt> n·conrsP lo that to llOisnn small f,1uulains, when the 
wal~r is uearly stagnaut, in ul'tkr to c:ut off their pursuers. 

ness; but gloomy desert silence rl'igned around. 
We conversed, as well as our pa1·ched lips would 
allow, on what must be <lone. To wait till morning 
would only increase the length of our sutlering,­
to reti-ace our steps was impossible :--probably they 
had wandered from the path, and might uner over­
take us :-at the same time we felt most reluctant 
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to proceed. ""e ha<l just determined to remain, ' angels' barps; it was the night wiu<l falling on my 
when we thought we would fire one mol'e shot. It ears from the neighbouring hill. I secme<l to pass 
was answcrc<l-hy a lion, apparently close to the from stream to stream, in which I bathed and slakt-d 
place where we stood. No wood was at hand to my thirst at many a crystal fount, flowing from 
make a fire, nothing but tufts of grass; so we ran gohlen mountains enriched with Jiving green. These 
an<l remounted our horses, urgiug them on towards I Elysian plca,mcs coutinued till moming <lawn, when 
a range of <lark mountains, the gloom increasing as , we awoke, spN•chless with thirst, our eyes iutlamc<l, 
we proceeded; but as our horses coul<l not go much and our whole frames burning like a coal. \Ve 
above a walking pace, we were in dl'ea<l ewry mo- were, however, somewhat less fatigued, but wanted 
ment of bciug overtaken. lfwc drew up to li:;ten, water, au<l ha<l l'cconl'sc to another pipe before we 
his approach in the rear was distinctly beard. On , could articulate a word. 
reaching the winding glen or pass thrnugh the I l\ly companion then directed me to a projecting 
mountains, despail'ing of escape from our enemy, • rock, nea1· the top of the hill, where, if there were 
we rcsohed to ascend a steep, where, from a prc-1 water at all, it would be found. I took up the gun 
cipicc, we might pelt him with stones; for we had to procl'cd in that direction, while he went in search 
only a couple of halls left. On dragging ourselves of the horses, which we feared might have been de­
and our horses up the steep, we found the snpposc1l v0t1red by the lion. I ascended the rugged height 
refuge too uneven for a standing-place, and not one to the spot where water once was, hut found it as 
fragment of loose stone to he found. Our situation dry as the sandy plain beneath. I stood a few mi­
was now doubly dangerous; for, on descending to nntcs, stl'etchiug my languid eye to sec if there Wl're 
the path, the 1Jucry was, on which side is the lion? any appearance of the horses, but saw nothing; 
l\ly companion took his steel au<l Hint to try, by turning to <lesccnd, I happened to cough, an<l was 
striking them, if he could not discover traces of the I instantly surrounded by almost a hundred baboons, 
lion's paws on the path, expecting ncry moment i some of gigantic size. They grunted, grinned, and 
that he would bound on one of us. The terror of i sprang fl'om stone to stone, protruding their mouths, 
the horses soon told us that the object of our dread i an<l drawing back the skin of their foreheads, threat• 
was close to us, hut on the right side, nm11cly, in cuing an iustant attack. l kept parrJing them with 
0111· rear. We instantly remounted, and continued my gnn. which was loaded; but I knew their cha­
to pursue the track, which we ha<l sometimes great racier an<l disposition too wdl to fire, for if I had 
difficulty in tracing along its zigzag win<lings among wounded one of them, I should have been skinned 
bushes, stones, and sand. The dark towering cliffs in five minutes. The ascent was ,·cry laborious, 
around us, the deep silence of which was disturbed hut I woul<l have given anJthing to be at the bottom 
by the grunt of a solitary baboou, or the SIJualling of the hill again. Some came so near as even to 
of some of its young ones, added to the culouring of touch my hat ,~bile passing projecting rocks. It 
the night's picture. We had not proceeded vny was some time bl'forc I reached the plain, when 
far before the lion gave a tremendous roar, which they appeared to hold a noisy council, either about 
echoing from precipice to precipice, sounded as if what they ha<l done or intended doing. Le,·clliug 
we were within a lion·s den. On reaching the my piece at two that seemed the most fierce, as I 
egress of the defile through which we ha<l passed, was about to touch the trigger, the thought occul'red, 
we were cheered by the waning moon, rising bright I have escaped. let me be thankful; therdorc I left 
in the east. Descending again we would gladly them uuinjurcd, perhaps with the gratification of 
have laid our weary limbs <low11 to rest; but thirst, having given me a fright. 
and the possibility of the lion's resolving to make I Jantye soon appeared with the horses. l\ly looks, 
l1is supper on one of us, propelled our weary steps, ! more expressive than words, convi,,cing him that 
for our horses were completely jaded. 1 tbel'e was no water, we saddled the poor animals, 

\\"e continued our slow an<l silent march for I which, though they had picked up a little grass, 
hours. The tongue cleaving to the roof of the mouth looked miserable bcyo11d description. ,vc now <li­
from thirst, made conversation extremely diflicult. reeled onr course towards Witte \\'ater, where we 
At last we reached the long-wished-for "waterfall," could scarcely hope to arrive before afternoon, even 
so named, because when it rains, water sometimes if we reached it at all, for we were soon obliged to 
falls, though in small quantities; but it was too late dismount, and drive our horses slowly and silently 
to ascend the hill. We allowed our poor worn-out over the glowing plain, where the delusive mirage 
horses to go where they pleased, nnd having kindled tantalized our feelings with exhibitions of lhc love­
a small fire, and produced a little saliva by smoking liest pictures of lakes and pools studded with lovely 
a pipe, we talked about onr Jo;t companions, who islets, and towering trees moving iu the hrceze on 
lrnppcned for their comfort to have the morsel of their hanks. Jn some might be seen the bustle ofa 
meat, and who, as JantJc thought, would wander mercantile harbour, with jetties, coves, and moving 
from the position in which we left them towards rafts and oars; in others, lakes so lovely, as if they 
the river. \\' e bowed the knee to him who had had just come from the hand of the Divine artist, a 
mercifully preserved us, and laid our heads on our transcript of Eden's sweetest views, but all the re­
sad<lles. The last sound we heard to soothe us, was suit of highly rarefied air, or the reflected heat of 
the distant roar of the lion, but we were too much the rnn's raJS on the snltry plain. Sometimes, when 
exhausted to feel auytl,ing like fear. Sleep came the horses and my companion were some hundred 
to our relief, and it seemed made up of scenes the yards in advance. they appeared as if lifted from 
most lovely, forming a glowing contrast to our real the ca1ih, or moving lik, dark living pillars in the 
situation. I felt as if engaged <luring my short re• air.* l\lauy a time <lid we seek old ant bills, ex­
pose, in roYing among an1brosial bowers of para- "' The followit1~ remiltks on t.l1t• ~Put>ral apprarnnce of thc­
disaical delight, hearing sounds of n111sic, as if frow miragl', lahcu from Hcl:t.uni's "~arrative of his 01Jcratiun:!I 
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cavatc<l by the ant-cater, into which to thrust our 
heads, in order to have something solid between our 
fevered brains aml the piercing rays of the sun. 
There was uo shado,.- of a great rnck, the shrubs 
sapless, barren, aud hlightccl, as if by some blast of 
fire. l\' othing animate was to be seen or heard, 
except the shrill chirping of a beetle resembling the 
cricket, the noise of which seemed to increase with 
the intensity of the heat. l\'ot a cloud ha<l been 
seen since we left our homes. 

We felt an irresistible inclination to remain at 
any bush which coul<l afford the least shelter from 
the noonday"s sun, the crown of the hca<l having 
the sensation as if co,·erc<l with live coal. and the 
mind wandl'ring. l\ly companion became ralhl'r 
wild. Ilaving been anxious to spare him all the 
toil possible, I had for a long time carried the gun; 
he asked for it, apparently to relieve me, hut his 
motions were such that I was glad to recover pos­
session of it. 

lily difficulties and anxieties were now becoming 
painful in the extreme, not knowing anything of 
th~ road, which was in some places hardly dis­
cernible, and in my faithful guide hope had cliecl 
away. The horses moved at the slowest pace, and 
that only when driven, which effort was laborious 
in the extreme. Speech was gone, and everything 
expressed hy signs. except when we had recourse to 
a pipe, aml for which we now b~gau to lose our 
relish. After sitting a long while under a bush, 
oh! what a relief I felt when my guide pointed to a 
distant hill, near to which water lay. Courage re­
vived, but it was with pain and labour that we 
reachccl it late in the afternoon. !laving still suf­
ficient judgment not to go at once to drink, it was 
with great difficulty I prevented my companion 
doing that, which would almost iustantly have 
proved fatal to him. Our horses went to the pool, 
and consumed nearly a II the water, for it appeared 
that some wild horses had shortly before slaked 
their thirst at this spot, leaving for us but little, and 
that polluted. 

Becoming cooler after a little rest, we drank, and 
though moving with animalcule, nrnddy, and nau­
seous with filth, it was to us a reviving draught. 
nu<l lll'"-t>arches in E!!ypt," will not be unintt'Tt>s.tiug :-u It 
i!t>nerally appears likl' a. still lake, so unmo,·ect by the wind, 
that everythm~ abm·e i-; Ln be seen rno~t clislincllv rcft.eeleil 
by it. If the w111<l ag-ilate any of the plauls tlut ·rist:' aho\'t• 
the hori?.on of the mira!!L', the mo1ion i:-. seen pt•rll'elly al a 
~r~at distauce. If tl1t! travellt!T slanrl elt•valetl much aho\"t~ 
the nuragc, the app;1rt>11l w:1tt-r !-t"t:!mS lt>ss ni11lt:>ll a11d It>!<-.:; 
d,•t•p; for, as the eyes look cluwn upon it, there i-, not thicl-..­
Dt>ss t'noug-h in tht'. ,·1ql0t1T on the surface of the ground to 
conl'ea\ !he earth frum the si_ght; l>n\ if the lr:1Yel11•r I)(.• 
on a le,-el wilh the horizon of the mirage, he cannot see 
through it, so \haL il ap11t'us to him clear waler. By putting 
my lw,1d fir~l lo the ~round. and thi:'n mounting a camel. the 
hcii_:hl or whh-h might lrnve hl'Pll ahont len ft'(.'\ at the most, 
I found a gn•at dilft'rL•nre in the appearance of the ruira~e. 
On approaching it. it Ueconws thinun, :md appears ;\S if 
ag-iblcd hy thC' wirnl, like a field of ripe corn. It gra<lually 
,·aoish,·s as tht> tnnellcr app1·oaches, an1I at last entirely llis­
ap11t>;1rs ,\hen lie ison the ::..11n1." 

This phenomeu,1 i~ callL•d by the Becl111::i..nas " ~1oCnl'nc," 
and, therefon•, parcht>d gromul, in h,aiah xxxv. i. translatt•d, 
:,:lowin~ sand, hy Dr. Lnwlh and otlwrs, I haYc r~ndt>tt:>11 by 
this term i11 lh:it lau~nage. It is l'Toduced. ,1s Hr. llartwcll 
llol'lle corr~tly n•marks, iu his" lutrod1a·l:ou to the Crilicl\l 
Stu1ly of the Scripturl•s," "Uy a diminution of tile clensily of 
lhl' lowt"r strnlum uf the ntmosphere, which is carrietl by the 
incrt"ase ol ln·at, arisin;,r fi-om tha.t commuoicateU hv Lhe ra,·s 
of th~ sun lo the s,uul, with which this :ilraturn is· iu imm·c~ 
Uiak contact," 

\Ye rested am! <lrank, till the sun sinking in the 
west, compelled us to go forward, iu order to reach 
Griqua Towu that night. Though we had filled 
our stomachs with water, if such it might be called, 
for it was grossly impure, thirst soon returned with 
increased agony; and painfnl was the ride and walk, 
for they were alternate, until we reached at a late 
hour the abode of l\lr. Anderson. 

Entuing the door speechless, haggard, ema­
ciated, and covered with perspiration and dust, I 
soon procured hy signs, that universal langnagc, for 
myself ancl my companion a draught of water. l\lr. 
A., expecti11g such a visitor from the moon, as soou 
as from l\amaqua-Iand, was 1101 a little surprised to 
find who it was. Kind-hearted l\lrs. A. instantly 
prepared a cup of coffee and some food, which I had 
not tastecl for three days; and ] felt all the powers 
of soul re,·ive, as if 1 had talked with angels-it 
was to me a " feast of reason am\ a flow of soul." 

Itetiriug to rest, the couch, thongh hard, :.ppcarccl 
to me a downy bed; I begged '.\lr. A. just to place 
within my reach half a hucket of water; this he 
kindly and prndently refused, but left me with a 
full tumbler of 11nnsnal size; such, however, ,ms 
my fevered condition, that no sooner was he gone 
than I drank the whole. After rniewing the past, 
and looking npwar<l with adoring gratitude, I fell 
asleep, and arose in the morning as frei;h as if I had 
never seen a desert, nor felt its thirst. "' e rcmainccl 
here a few days, in the course of which our lost 
cornp3nions arrivccl, having, as we rightly supposed, 
wanclered towards the river, and escaped the thirst 
which had nearly terminated our career in the 
desert. 

The society of the brethren Anderson aud Ilelm, 
with their partners in lahour, was most refreshing 
to my soul. A crowded and attentiw congregation, 
and the hnzz of the claily school, made me forget 
the toils of the road, and cheerfully did I bear my 
testimony to the worcl of grace which had been so 
blessed among the Griqnas. Wishing to .-isit Da­
niel"s Kuil, llerend's residence, about fifty miles 
north of Griqua Town, and also Lattakoo, on the 
Kurnman ltiver. nearly as far beyond, lllJ happi­
ness was prolonged by the company of i\1 r. and 
l\lrs. Anderson, who had promised to visit that sta­
tion. Ou this jom·nt·y we had another display of a 
ki11<l aud gracious Prnvidence. After leaving Da­
niel's Kuil, Nicholas Bcrcnd, who was wagon-driver 
and guicle, lost his way before reaching Camel 
fountain. This obliged us to bait short of the water; 
and Nicholas, who was an intelligent and shrewd 
man, remarked again and again, in the course of 
the evening. that it was a very mysterious thing 
that /,, shonl<l lose a path he knew so well. In the 
momiug we inyokcd the wagons, and proceeded to 

•-the water, which lay far to the right; and on ar-
riving thPre, we saw, to our astonishment an<l in­
stmction, that we wcrn lecl hy a way we knew not, 
for there had been several large lions abont the 
water pool apparently the whole night. Ilad we 
arriw<l as we expected, in all probability the oxen 
would have taken fright, and occasioned some 
serious accillent. 

\Ve received a hearty welcome from the hretl1 ren 
at Lattakoo, where we stopped some days. This 
was the first time I had seen the Bcchuanas, with 
the exception of a party of Batlaros who visited 
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Africancr; and when I a<ldrcsse,l them there, and scarcely six inches deep. Beyond our expectation 
now again in their own countl'y, I little anticipated we fell asleep, and, as I lay mthcl' lower tlmn rnme 
that it was to be the scene of ruy future labours. of my comra,les, the rain and sand buriecl ne:irly 
As I must necessarily occupy a considerable portion the half of my ho<ly. It would be rnin attempting 
of this work with the Bcclmana mission, it will be • to describe my foclings on awaking at day-break, 
11unccessary to refer to it in this place. I stiff; cold, aud dizzy, my hair clotted with mud. 

,v c returned to Griqua Town, arnl after liaving , ,v e crawled off to the pool of rain-water. and, 
made every inquiry respecting the object of my I though very thick, we enjoyc,I a thorough ablutiou. 
visit, and settled what report to make to Africaner, After wringing the watcl' out of our clothes, we 
I prepared to return to Namaqua-laml; and here I put them 011 as they were, heing obliged to proceed. 
might close the record of my journey, were it not Before starti11g we rcsohcd to have a delightful 
my wish to show the sad reverse of circumstances , taste of our biscuit; hut, alas! when the contents 
which sometimes befalls the African equestrian in of our hag were turned out, we found that the rain 
a houseless desert. ' having saturate,! the tobacco and biscuit, the latter 

In the afternoon, when bidding farewell to the was reduced to a dark-brown paste; smokers as we 
dear brethren, with whom I could ha,·e wishecl to were, this dish was too nupalatahlc for ns. and a 
pass a mouth, ~Jr. A. remarked that the weather to good draught of muddy water had to supply the 
the westward looked like a storm; but as these ap- deficiency. 
pearances often pass over without a drop of rain, As the sun arose towards the meridian, the heat 
we set off, and, trusting to the strength of our re- became excessive; and if we had heen nearly frozen 
cruite<l horses, we hoped to pass through the desert at night, we were almost scorched during the <lay; 
to the Orange Iliver without much suffering. lllrs. and before we reached water the following night, 
A. had provided us with some biscuit, which one of I we would have given a crown for a bottle of that 
the men placed in a sack also containiug tobacco. ; in which we had washed in the morning. Our rc­
"' e intcudcd to sleep at Witte Water that night; turn was little different from our outward jourucy, 
but long before we reached that place we were " in fastings oft." A kind Provideucc watched 
owrtakcu by an awful storm of thunder. The over us, and in some cases remarkably interposed 
peals were deafening, and our horses frequently in our behalf, which the following incident will 
sta1·ted from each other at the vh·id glare of the show. '" e had passed the night without food; and 
lightning. It poured torrents, so that by the time after a long day's ride, the sun was deseeuding 011 
we reached the spot where we intended to halt, we us, with little prospect of meeting with anything to 
were drenched to the skin. ,v e let our horses go, assuage the pains of hunger, when, as we were de­
and sat down like half-drowned cocks at a bush scending from the high ground, weak and weary, 
which could afford us no shelter, either from wind or we saw, at a great distance, on the opposite ridge, a 
rain. After the .chemcncc of the storm had abated, line of dust approaching, with the tleetncss of the 
we began to think what mnst he <lone, for by the os•rich. It proved to he a spri11g-lmck, closely pnr­
falling hail and the piercing wind we trembled as sued by a wild dog, which must have brought it 
if we should die with cold. After much patient many miles, for it was seized within two hundred 
search, we founcl a very few substa11ces capable of yards of the spot where we stood, and instantly 
ignition, and struck a light in the only box where despatched. ·w c, of course, thankfully took pos­
the tinder was dry, hut in vain we looked for fuel session of his prize, the right to which the wild 
to supply our fire; we threw most of our clothes dog seemed much inclined to dispute with us. I 
olf, for the suffering with them on was unbearable, proposed to leave half of it for the pursuer. "No," 
and, leaving one to blow· the fire, we sallied forth said one of my men, "he is not so hungry as we 
iu quest of materials to hum. At some distance arc. or he would not rnn so fast." 
we succeeded in gathering a few small hrauches, The night before reaching home we had rather a 
when we found at least four hyenas looking on in narrow eicapc from a sea-cow (hippopotamus). 
a most daring manner, and resolved to attack ns. ,Ye were obliged to cross the river, which could 
Such as had both hands occupied soon relien<l one, only be effected by passing over two low islands, 
and with stones scared them a little. But, alas! nearly coYered with reeds all(\ jungle. They were 
the light of the little fire we had left had disap- a great distance from each other, and it was now 
pea red. an<\ we knew not the direction from which nearly dark. W c hacl just reached the first, when 
we had come. ,ve shouted to the man who had a sea-cow came furi01Lsly up the stream, snorting 
remained with it; hut no answer, save the ugly so loud as to be echoed back from the dark o,·cr­
howl of the hyenas. ;'\ow we were completely he- hanging precipices. Younker Africaner shouted 
wildered, every one pointing in a different direc- out to me to escape, and, springing from his horse, 
tion, as that in which we had come. A secon,\ which appeared petrified, he seized a large ston,•, 
storm pelted us most unmercifully, and the wind and hurled it at the monster of the deep, for our 
seemed to penetrate through and through our almost guns were both out of order. The enraged animal 
naked frames. After a long search we found the then made for the next ford, through which two of 
little bush, the man asleep, and the fire out. \Ye us were forcing our horses, up to the saddle in a 
threw down our crow-nests which we had gathered rapid torrent. A moment's dday on our part would 
for fuel, resolving to bra,·e it out; but the prospect haYe been fatal to one or both of us. The other 
was horrible of shi,·ering till the next day's sun three men remained till the infuriated animal had 
should warm us. Each lay down in a lump, on a got again into the rear, when they also escaped to 
goat-skin, which had served as a saddle-clotb. Two the second island, where, expecting another en­
of ns tried to get down to dry earth; for though counter, we made the hest of our way to the maiu­
there had been a stream on the ground, it was land, effectually drenched with perspiration and 
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water. "'esoon after reached a village of our own 
peovle; and it was with tile liveliest gratitude to 
our heaven! y Father that we reviewed the mercies 
of the day. These animals, in their undisturbed 
lakes and pools, are generally timid, and will flee 
at the approach of man; but when they have been 
hunted and wonnclecl from year to year they be­
come very dangerous, as the followiug fact will 
prove :-A native, with his boy, went to the river 
to hunt sea-cows. Seeing one at a short distance 
helow the island, the man passed tllrough a narrow 
stream to get nearer the object of his pursuit. He 
fired, hut missed ; and the animal instantly made 
for the island; and the man, seeing his clanger, 
ran to cross to the bank of the river ; but, before 
reaching it, the sea-co,v ·seized him, and literally 
severed. his body in two with its monstrous jaws. 

A detail of our journey was laid before Africaner. 
The whole of our researches ga,·e him entire satis­
faction, when it was rcsohccl that his removal 
should remain prospective for a season. i\ly labours 
were resumed., but the drought was severe, and 
great hunger prevailed in the place. The means 
of grace, however, were well attended, and. a de­
lightful unction of the Spirit realized, especially in 
our sabbath convocations; and so strong was the 
attachment of the people that, althou~h I was con­
templating a visit to the Cape, I dared not mention 
the subject. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Journey 1.0 Cape Town-The po,,..·cr of lhe Gospcl-Arri­
c:rncr's critical l)OSition-A ludicrous scene-Incredulity 
ofa farmt>r-The snrpris,•-Africaner's ,·isil lo Ll1e GO\'l'mor 
-Scusalion produced-The a1,1hor appoiutc<l 10 the lle­
chuanas-Africaner conveys his goods tu Lattakoo-llis 
death-His l'arly 1•xpt>rieuce---Drcams and ,·isions-Afd­
caner's ,lrcam-'fho author·s anxiety about the mission­
\Vhy rclinquished-\Veslcyans resume the mission-Mr. 
Dack house's lesti many-Difficulties i nc,· ila ble-Pruspecti ,·e 
,·icw. 

'\'mLE engaged in an interesting conversation with 
A fricaner on the state and prospect of the mission 
in connexion with the barrier to civilization, not 
ouly from the state of country and climate, but also 
from the want of intercourse with the colony, the 
idea darted into my mind that Africaner wonlcl clo 
well to accompany me to Cape Town, and I at once 
made the proposal. The good man looked. at me 
again and. again, gravely asking whether I were in 
earnest, and seemed. fain to ask if I were in my 
senses too; adding, with great fervour, " I had 
thought you loved. me, and. clo yon advise me to go 
to the government to be hnng up as a spectacle of 
public justice ?" and. putting his hand to his heatl, 
he asked, "Do yon not know that I am an outlaw, 
and. that one thousand rix-clollars have been ollerctl 
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AFRICANER, DRJ-:S.91':D AS IH-~ ACCOMPANHD TUI-; AUTHOR TO CAPJ-: TOWN. 

for this poor head ?" These tliflicnl ties I enilca­
vourctl to remove, by assuring him that the results 
wonld he most satisfactory to himself, as well as to 
the governor of the Cape. Here Africaner exhi­
bited his lively faith in the gracious promises of 

God, by replying. " I shall deliberate, and commit 
( or, as he used the word according to the Dutch 
tl'anslation ), roll my way upon the Lord. ; I know 
he will not leave me." 

During three clays this subject was one of public 
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<liscussion, and more than one came to me with 
grave looks, asking if I had advised Africaner to 
go to the Cape. On the third day the point was 
decided, and we made preparations for our departure, 
after having made the uccrssary arrangements for 
continuing the means of instruction during my 
absence. Nearly all the inhabitants accompanied 
us half a day's jouruey to the banks of the Orange 
Hi\'er, where we had to wait sc\'eral days, it having 
overflowed all its banks. The kindness of the 
people, and the tears which were shed when we 
parted from them, were deeply affecting. 

Arriving at Pella ( the place, as before stated, to 
which some of the people from Warm Bath had re­
tirc<l when the latter was destroyed by Africaner), 
we had a feast fit for heaven-born souls, and sub­
jects to which the seraphim abo\'e might haw tuned 
their gol<leu lyres. l\len met who had not sceu 
each other since they had joined in mutuaJ combat 
for each other's woe; met-warrior with warrior, 
bearing in their hands the olive branch, secure un<lcr 
the panoply of peace an<l love. They talkc<l of 
Him who had snb<lucd both, without a sword 
or spear; and each bosom swcllc<l with purest 
ri;cndship, an<l exhibited another trophy dcstinc<l to 
a<lorn the triumph of the Prince of Peace, nn<ler 
whose banner each was promoting that reign in 
which-

,. No longer hosts encoun1ering hosts, 
Their heaps of slain deplore; 

They h3.ng the trumpet iu lhe hall, 
Aml sludy \\"3.r no more." 

Here I again met with l\fr. Ilartlett and family, 
who, with the chief and people of the station, loaded 
us w:th kindness. 

We spent some 'pleasant <lays while the subject 
of getting Africaoer safely through the territories 
of the farmers to the Cape was the theme of much 
conversation. To some the step seemed somewhat 
hazardous. Africaoer and I bad full v discussed 
the point before leaving the station; and I was coo­
fi<len t of success. Though a c bicf, there was no 
need of laying aside anything like royalty with a 
view to travel in disguise. Of two substantial 
shirts left I gave him one ; he had a pair of leather 
trousers, a duffel jacket, much the worse for wear, 
and an ol<l hat, neither white nor black; and my 
own garb was scarcely more refined. As a further 
precaution, it was agrcc<l that for once I shoul<l be 
the chief, ao<l he should assume the appearance of a 
servant, when it was desirable, and pass for one 
of my attendants. 

Ludicrous as the picture may appear, the subject 
was a gra\·e one, and the season solemn an<l im­
portant; often did I lift up my heart to Him in 
whose hands arc the hearts of all men, that his pre­
sence might go with us. It might here be re­
marked, once for all, that the Dutch farmers, not­
withstanding all that has been said against them 
by some travellers, arc, as a people, cxccc<lingly 
hospitable and kind to strangers, Exceptions 
there arc, but these are few, and perhaps more rare 
than in any conotry un<ler the sun. Some of these 
worthy people on the borders of the colony coo­
gratnlated me on returning alive, having often 
heard, as they said, that I ha<l been long since mur­
dered by Africaner. !llueh wonder was expressed 

at my narrow escape from such a monster of cru­
elty, tl,e report having been sprea<l that III r. Elmer 
ha<l bnt just cscape<l with the skin of his teeth. 
While some wonl<l scarcely cre<lit my i<lentity, my 
testimony as to the entire reformation of Africaner's 
character and his conversion was discar<le<l as the 
effusion of a frenzic<l brain. It sometimes affordc,l 
no little entertainment to Africaner and the Nama­
qnas I<> hear a farmer <lenonnce this snppose<l irrc­
clai1naLle savage. There were only a few, however, 
who were sceptical on this subject. At one form a 
novel scene exhiuitcd the state of feeling respecting 
Africaner an<l myself, aud likewise displayed the 
power of Divine grace nuder peculiar circumstances. 
It was necessary. from the scarcity of water, to call 
at such houses as lay in our roa<l. The farrner re­
ferred to was a f!OO<l man in the best sense of the 
word; an<l he and his wife ha<l both shown me 
kindness on my way to Namac1ua-lan<l. On ap­
proaching the house, which was on an cmioeucc, I 
<lireeted my men to take the wagon to the vall<'y 
below, while I walke<l towar<l the house, The 
farmer, seeing a stranger, came slowly <lowo the 
<lcsccnt to meet me. When within a few yards, I 
a<ldressecl him in the nsual way, an<l, stretching out 
my hand, exprc,ssed my pleasure at seeing him 
again. IIe put his hand behind him, and aske<l 
me, rather wildly, who I was. I replied that I was 
!lloffat, expressing my wonder that he shonl<l haYc 
forgotten me. ":\Iotfat !" he rejoiued, in a fall!'r­
iug \'Oice ; " it is your ghost!" and moved some 
steps backward. " I am no ghost:' " Don't come 
near me!" he exclaimed; " yon have been long 
murdered by Africaner." "But I am no ghost," I 
said, feeling my hands, as if to convince him and 
myself, too, of my materiality; bnt his alarm only 
increased. " Everybo<ly says you were ruurdcrc<l ; 
and a man told me he ha<l seen your bones;" and 
he contioue<l to gaze at me, to the no small asto­
nishment of the good wife and chil<lren, who were 
stan<liog at the do(lr, as also to that of my people, 
who w,•re looking on from the wagon below. At 
length he extende<l his trembling hand, saying, 
" When did yon rise from the <lead ?" As lie 
feared my presence woul<l alarm his wife, we bent 
our steps towar<ls the wagon, an<l Africaner was 
the subject of our conversation. I gave him in a 
few words my views of his present character, saying, 
" IIe is now a truly good rnan." To whic.h he re­
plied, "I can believe almost anything you say, but 
that I cannot credit. There are seven wonders in 
the world ; that would be the eighth.'' I appealed 
to the displays of Divine grace in a Paul, a !llanas­
seh, and refcrre<l to his own experience. He re­
plied, these were another description of men; but 
that Africaner was one of the accmsed sons of 
Ham, enumerating some of tbe atrocities of which 
he bacl been guilty. By this time we were stan<l­
iog with Africauer at our feet, on whose conutc­
nancc sat a smile, well knowing the prcju<licl's of 
some of the farmers. The farmer closed the con­
versation by saying, with mnch earnestness, •· \\' ell, 
if what yon assert be true respecting that man, I 
have only one wish, and that is, to sec him before I 
die; and when you return, as sure as the sun is 
over our heads, I will go with yon to see him, 
though he killed my own uncle.'' I was not before 
aware of this fact, ancl now felt some hesitation 
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,~hethcr to discover to him the ohject of his wonder; 
but knowing the sincerity of the former, and the 
goodness of his disposition, I said, "This, then, is 
Africaner !" He starte(l back, looking intensely at 
the man, as if he had just dropped from the clouds. 
" Arc you Africancr t" he exclaimed. Ile arose, 
doffed his old hat, and making a polite bow, an­
swered, " I am." The farmer seemed thunder­
strnck; hut when, by a few questious, he had assured 
hi1mell' of the fact that the fonner bughear of the 
bonier stood before him, now meek aml lamb-like 
in his whole deportment, he lifted up his cye.s, aud 
exclaimed, "0 God, what a miracle of thy power! 
what cannot thy grace accomplish!" The kind 
farmer, and his no less hospitable wifo, now almn­
dantly supplied our wants; but we hastened our 
departure, lest the intelligence might get abroad 
that Africaner was with me, and bring unpleasant 
,·isitors. 

On arri~ing at Cape Town, I waited on his Ex­
cellency the Governor, Lord Charles Somerset, who 
appeared to receive with cousiderable scepticism, 
my testimony that I bad brought the far-famed 
Africaner on a visit to his Excellency. The fol­
lowing day was appointed for an inter,·icw, when 
the chief was received by Lor(\ Charles with great 
affability and kindness; and he expressed his 
pleasure at seeing thus before him, one who had 
formerly been the scourge of the country, and the 
terror of the border colouists. His Excellency 
was evidently much struck with this result of mis­
sionary enterprise, the benefit of which he had 
sometimes doubted. I remembered when I fir~t 
nrrived at Cape Town the reply to my memorial 
for permission to proceed to my destination in 
Great Namaqua-land, was. that his Excellency had 
cogent reasons for not complying with my reqaest, 
aud I was obliged to remain eight months in the 
colony: this time, was not, howc,·cr, lost, for it 
was turned to a(h-antagc by learning the Dutch 
language, and attending to other preliminaries for 
a missionary campaign. \VhateYer he might think 
of his former Yi~ws, his Excellency was now con- , 
vinccd that a most important poiut had been gained; ; 
and, as a testimony of his good fl·cling, he pre- : 
sentcd Africaner with au excellent wagon, value 
eighty pounds sterling. I 

A short time pre,·ious to my visit to the Cape, a 
deputation from the London ;\iis,ionary Society, 
consistiug of the He,·ds, J. Campbell and Dr. 
Philip, arrh·ed for the purpose of examining the 
state of our African mis,ions, and to them ,\fri­
caucr's dsit was a snbjl'ct of deep interest. It ap­
peared to be one of the happiest mom(•nts of l\lr. 
Campbell's life to hold converse with the man, at 
whose ,·cry name, on his first visit to l'>amaqua­
laud, he had trembled, but on whom, in answer to 
mauy prnycrs, he now looked as a brother beloved. 
Often while interpreting for ;\lr. C., in his in­
quiries, I have been deeply affected with the over­
flmv of soul experienced by both, while rehearsing 
the scenes of bygone days. 

Africaner's appearance in Cape Town, excited 
considerable attention, as his name aud exploits 
had been familiar to many of its inhabitants for 
more than twenty years. :\[any were struck with 
the unexpected mihlness and gentleness of his de­
meanour, and others with his piety an(l accurate 

knowledge of the Scriptures. His Xew Testament 
was an interestiug object of attention, it was so 
C{lmpletely thumbed and worn by use. His answers 
to a number of questions put to him by the friend<> 
in Cape Town, am! at a public meeting at the 
Paarl, exhibited his di ligcnce as a student in the 
doctrines of the gospel, especially when it is re­
membered that Africaner nen•r saw a catechism in 
his life, but obtained all his knowledge on theo­
logical subjects from a carcfnl perusal of the 
Scriptures, and the 'l'crbal instrnctions of the mis­
sionary. 

l\ly object in corning to the colony "-as twofold; 
to procu1·c supplies, aud to introduce Africaner to 
the notice of the Colouial GoTernmcnt. \\'ith the 
fullest hope of returning to my tlock, who had 
now become exceedingly dear to me, l had made 
purchases on the road to take with me on my 
return; but this was not to take place, for it was 
the wish of the deputation, that l shonld accom­
pany them in their Yisits to the missionary stations, 
and e,·entually be appointed to the Bechaana 
mission. To me this was at first a Martling pro­
position, and one to which I accL-<lcd with much 
reluctance. and not till At'ricauer gave bis entire 
consent, which he did with great dillidcuce au,! 
modesty, having some slight hope, in which I con­
curred, that he might with his. people remove to 
that neighbourhood, having been frequently im-ited 
by a tribe of the Bechuanas, parties of whom were 
wout to trade with him in Namaqna-land. Afri­
cancr and party left with mingled emotions, and 
were kindly supplied with a go,-ernment passport 
to ensure the friendship and attention of tl.Je 
colonists, throngh whose lands they must pass. 

The remaining particulars of this good man's 
career mnst now be related as briefly as possible; 
to which I propose to add some observations on 
the tcrmiuation of our missionary operati<Jns in 
Xarna'lua-laud. Ile ,·cry generously offered to 
take my books and a few articles of fornitnre I had 
purcha~cd, in his wagon across the continent to 
Lattakoo, During my stay at Cape Town, ;\liss 
Smith, to whom I had been long previously eu­
gaged, arriving from England, v,c were united, 
and ,,c accompanied ;\[r. Campbell 011 his second 
visit to Lattakoo. Ilere we were fa,·oured with 
oue more short but delightful interview. This 
faithful and affectionate frieud remembered his 
promise, am! brought me the articles, of which he 
knew I mast stand in need. Xearly a year had in­
tenened, and he had spent the lime, in coujnnction 
with his brothers Davi,! aud Jacobus, in con tinning 
the pnblie sen·ices, aud teaching in the schools at 
the station, while I had been on the tour with the 
Deputation. 1'!r. Campbell being about to return 
to England, Africancr tra'l'elled with us as far as 
Daniel's Kuil to accompai,y him, where he met the 
Griqua chief, Berend Bcreud, with whom, as stated 
in a former chapter, he had had many a deadly 
contest. Being uow both converts to the faith, all 
their forn1er animosities were melted a ><ay by the 
gospel of peace and lo,e. These chiefs sat down 
togetl.J,•r in our tent with a number of people, when 
all united in singiug a hymn of praise to God, and 
listening to an addre,s, from the invitation of Je­
hovah to the ends of the earth to look to Him, aud 
Him alone, for salvation. After which, they knelt 
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at the same stool, before the peaceful throne of the 
Hedcerncr ; thns the gospel makes-

11 J.ious, anJ. hea~ls of sa,·ai.:-c name, 
Pitt on the no.lure or the lam h." 

\\'e parted, with some hope that we might sec him 
again; hnt no-it was the last farewell; for scarcely 
two years had <"lapsed when he was called to ent,•r 
into the joy of his Lord. This he had anticipated, 
with the fnll assurance of hope, believing that, 
·' when his ea1'thly house should he dissolwd, he 
wonl<l ha Ye a building of God."-The closing scene 
of his life is faithfully delineated hy the Rev. J. 
Archbell, ""eskyan missionary, in a letter to D1·, 
Philip, dated l\larch 14th, 182:l :-

" \\'hen he found his end approaching, he ca11ed 
all the people toµ-ether, after the example of Joshua, 
and gave them directions as to their future conduct. 
' "'e are not,' said he,' what we were, sal'ages, but 
men prnfl'ssing to he taught according to the 
gospel. Let ns then do accordingly. Live peace­
ably with a11 m~n, if possible: and if impossible, 
consult those who are placed over yon, before you 
engag-e in any thing. l:Cmain together, as you 
have done since I knew yon. Then, when the 
Directors think fit to send you a missionary, you 
may be ready to receive him. llehave to any 
teacher you may have sent as oue sent of God, as I 
have great hope that God will bless you in this 
respect when I am gone to heaven. I feel that I 
love God, aud that he has done much for me, of 
which I am totally unworthy. 

" ' :11 v former life is stained with blood ; lmt 
.J ems Christ has pardoned me, and I am going to 
heaven. Uh! beware of falling into the same evils 
into which I have led you frequently; but seek 
God, and he will be found of you to direct you.' 

"Africaner was a man of sound judgment, and of 
undaunted courage; and although he hiuu,eJf was 
of the first and the severest persecutors of the 
Christian cause, he would, had he lived, have spillcJ 
his blood, if necessary, for his mi,sionary.'' 

1\lany had heen the rt:freshiug hours we had 
spent together, sitting or walking, tracing the oper­
ations of the word and Spirit on his mind, which 
seemed to have been first excited under the ministry 
of Christian Albrecht. Subsequent to that period, 
his thoughts were frequently occupied while look­
ing around him, and surveying the "handy-works" 
of God, and asking the question, " Are these the 
productions of some great Being ?-how is it that 
his 1iame and character have been lost among the 
Xama'lnas, and the knowledge of Him confined to 
so few ?-has that kr,owledge only lately come to 
the world ?-how is it that Ilc docs not address 
mankind in oral language?" His mind had rc­
cei ved an impetus, not from the light of nature, 
bright as her page appears to one even partially 
illumined by the voice of revelation, hut from 
what he had heard from the missionary. The 
torch of Divine truth, which had hut just begun to 
irradiate with its yet feeble rays his intellectual 
powers, had been hy his own violence removed far 
beyond his reach, and he was thus left to grope 
Ii kc one iu the dark; but dark as his soul was, he 
could not retire from the mius of Warm Bath 
without a paug. In tryiug- to grasp the often in­
distinct rays of light, which would occasionally flit 

across his partially awakmed understanding, he 
became the more bewildered, especially when he 
thought of the spirit of the gospel message, "Good­
will to man." lie often wondered whether the 
book he saw some of the farmers use said anything 
on the subject; and then he would comcludc, that 
if they worshipped any such being, he must be one 
of a very dillcrent characll'r from that God of love 
to whom the missiona1·ics directed the attention of 
the Nama'luas. 

It was at a period when Africaner's jndgmcnt 
appeared to he wavering, and when he was about 
to dismiss for ever from his thoughts the gra,·er 
suhjects of reYelation, death, and immortality, that 
he had rather a remarkable dream, whieh gave his 
mind a bias it ncwr afterwar<'s forsook. Although 
I admit, with many others, that dreams may be of 
three classes, human, satanic, and divine,-thosc of 
the latter class being ,·ery rare,-I haYe ever 
found it necessary to discourage, rather than to 
countenance, a regard to them among the heathen, 
on whose minds light has just hC'gnn to hrcak, and 
who, under their first impressions, are very prone 
to give a superstitious interpretation to dreams, 
some of which arc of too monst:rons a character to 
be permitted an asylum in the mind. These gene­
rally obtaiu currency among the ignorant, and 
such as feel more pleasure iu hawking about their 
nocturnal reveries, thau spending their time in 
learning to read the law and the testimony; and 
the delusion does not stop here ; they hear of visions, 
and think that they may come in for a share of 
them, and thus bring back the ancient dispensation, 
adding to dreams unearthly sights. 

I have heard of some who had seen an angel 
behind a btL•h; of others who had beheld the 
Saviour, and could tell his form; of some who 
have heard a voice from heaven.; of others who 
haYe gone as far as Jerusalem, like l\Iahomet, 
though not on an ass, and ascended to the third 
heaven, and returned the same night. ·when these 
things have found place, the missionary finds it 
necessary gently to introduce other matters into 
their channels of retlection, and impart a genuine 
currency in the place of that base coin, which, 
alas, is sometimes vended in more enlightened 
countries than Africa. lint Africauer was a man 
who never dealt in such commoditi,es. In the de­
velopement of his Christian experience, his motto 
was, " Thus saith· the Lord."· The following I 
heard him relate only once, and it seemed then to 
haYe been revived in his mind by looking at a 
mountain opposite to which we sat, and along the 
steep sides of which ran a na11·ow path to the 
top. 

Ile supposed, in his dream, that he was at the 
hase of a steep and rugged mountain, over which 
he must pass hy a path, leading along an almost 
perpendicular precipice to the summit. On the 
left .:;f the path, the fearful declivity presented one 
furnace of fire aud smoke, mingled with lightning. 
As he looked round to flee from a sight which 
made his whole frame tremble, one appeared out of 
those murky regions, whose ,·oice, like thunder, 
said that there was no escape but hy the narrow 
path. lie attempted to ascend tl1erehy, hut felt the 
reflected heat from the precipice (to which he was 
ohliged to cling) more intense than :hat from the 

E 



50 AUTIIOffS ANXIETY ABOUT THE :IIISSION.-WESLEYANS 1msu:-.rn IT. 

burning pit beneath. \\"hen rea<ly to sink with 
mental an<l physical agony, he cast his eyes up­
wards beyond the burning gulf, an<l saw a person 
staucl ou a green mount, on which the sun appeared 
to shiue with peculiar brilliancy. This in<livi<lual 
<lrcw near to the ridge of the precipice, an<l 
beckoned him to advance. Shielding the side 
of his face with his han<ls, he ascen<lc<l, through 
heat an<l smoke, such as he woul<l have thought 
no human frame coul<l cudure. lie at last reache<l 
the long-desire<l spot, which became increasingly 
bright, an<l when about to ad,lress the stranger, he 
awoke. 

On asking him what was his interpretation of 
the dream, he replie<l, that it haunted his min<l for 
a long time, like a poisonous thorn in the flesh, au<l 
he could hear to reflect on it only when, as he 
sai<l, \<ith great simplicity, " I thought the path 
was the narrow road h·a<ling from <lestrnction to 
safctv, from hell to heaven; the slrnuger I sup­
posetl to be th:it Sa'<'io11r of whom l ha<l hear<l, all(] 
long were my thoughts occnpie<l in trying to dis­
cover when aud how l was to pass along tlie 
burning path," a<l<ling, with tears in his eyes, 
"Thank God, I ha,·e passe<l." 

lt may not be imprnper, before conclmling the 
subject of the mission to Africauer, to notice the 
cause why a mi,sionary was not sent accor<liug to 
promise. That l <lid 11ot forget to nrge it. may be 
seen from the following extract from oue of my 
letters to the Uirectors :- • 

" lhtt whilst they aflor<l cause for gratitude, it is 
to be recollected, that their situation calls for sym­
pathy aud help at your hau<ls. Y 011 have lm<l the 
honour of sen<liug them tlie glad tidings of the 
gospel, which have been blessed in a singular 
manner to many who were formerly burie<l in de-, 
gra<latiou and guilt. I have there seen the lion 
become a lamb, the captive set at liberty, an<l the 
mourner comforted; yea, more, l have seeu men, 
once the <lupes of i11norance and vice, sweetly falling 
asleep in Jesus; others exulting, as they <leparted 
out of life, an<l saJing, ' It is finished for guilty 
me.' Sometimes my solitary moments are inter­
rupted with their doleful complaints. • You have 
suatched us from heathen darkness; discovered to 
us the enemies of our never-<lying souls; point<•<l 
us to the Laml, of Go<l, an<l withdrawn the cnrtaiu 
of the etcrn:1! worl<l. ,v e sec tlic crown that 
awaits the faithful, but why have you left us to 
finish the warfare alone? The battle is great, an<l 
our strength is small, and we are ready to perish 
for lack of knowledge.' Such is the situation of 
that interesting people, an<l surely such a situation 
dcmamls sympathy an<l l1elp." 

This appeal was not forgotten; but the expecta­
tion that the people woul<l remove, according to 
thl'ir original intention, to another part of the 
co1111try, cause<l some <lclay on the part of tlie 
Directors. ;\fr. Schmelen, also, who had labonred 
so successfully in Great 1',amaqua-land, an<l whose 
enterprise plante<l a station at Bethany, two hun­
,Jre<l n1ilcs beyond the Orange Hivcr, had lieen 
compelled to rl'tirc towards the colony, an<l abandon 
the Great Xama']na mission for a season, owing to 
the unscttle<l state of the country, and a civil war 
on the station. At the same time, Africaner's 
people separated, one part going towar<ls the Fish 

Hi\'Cl', where Jouker, alas, c.arrie<l on the character 
of a freebooter, taking the cattle of the Damaras, 
while auother part remainc<l liehind, on the old 
station, an<l kept up the worship of God. 

At that period the mania for war extended from 
the Zoolns near Port l\"atal on the east, to Angrn 
Peqnena Bay on the west. Commencing with the 
Zoolus, l\latabele, an<l l\lantatces, tlw <lemon of war 
seemed to fly from pt•ople to people, an<l the nume­
rnns tribes of the Bechuana an<l Hasnto appcarc<l 
for a while dcrnte<l to <lestmction. Griquas, Co­
rannas, an<l Namaquas, though last not least, from 
their contiguity to the colony, possessing superior 
means of carrying on the bloody game, continued, 
with few exceptions, to scatt,•r deva,tation, distress, 
am! woe. nntil the vengeance of heaven frll both 
011 them an<l their ill-gotten spoils. These were 
<lays of trial, an<l scarcely a missionary station es­
caped uuscathe<l north of the Orange ltiver. 

As soon as these troubles b,•gan to suhsi,le in 
Namaqua-lan<l, our \\' eslcyan brethren n0bly ex­
tell(le<l their efforts to that country. Their labours 
have ueen crowne<l with success, and I have 
watched their onward progress with as much in­
wrest as if I had been 011c ol' their number. The 
field hcing thus ably occupied, it was unnecessary 
for the London l\lissionary Society to send others, 
wliile the charac!Pr of the conutry, alrea<ly de­
scribed, with its scanty population, an<l the cry for 
1uissiouarics to carry 011 the work in more in1-
portant ficl<ls, influenced the Directors to leave 
that section of the missionary world to our \Y cs­
leyan brethren. 

\Yhile preparing the preceding pages, I received 
from l\lr. J. ilackhonse a tract entitled, " Etlects 
of the Gospel 011 the Africaner Family," the perusal 
of which has afforded me the most grnteful plea­
sure. :\Icssrs. Backhouse and \\'alker, two va­
luable members of the Society of Friends, have 
recently visite<l the missionary stations in the 
South Seas, as well as those in South Africa. The 
results of their observation, as reported by them, 
are Yery satisfactory. In reference to the people 
of Naruaqna-lan<l, ilfr. B. writes, in a letter ad­
dressed to myself:-" l have no ,Ioubt liut thou 
wilt be interested in learning-, that the Wesleyans 
are reaping an encouraging harvest iu Great Na­
maqua-land, from the sec<l sowu in former <lays hy 
the Lon<lon l\lissionary Society, in which thou 
ha<lst a part." 

On the resumption of the Warm Bath station, 
(now Nisbet Bath) and Africancr's Krail as an 
out-station, and the pleasing fruits which have 
follow,•<l the lahonrs of l\Ir. Cook and others, the 
conversion of Titus Africane1·, and the consequent 
peace and hal'mony among the people, once engaged 
in warlike strife, the writcl' of the tract makes the 
following judicions remarks, " In trnciug the 
history of the Africaner fan1i ly in the pl'ecc<ling 
pages, the rca<ler will probably have been struck 
with the evidence it aflords of the efficacy of the 
gospel, notwithstanding it may have heen imper­
fectly received, as well as the importance of at­
tcnuiug to the counsel, • In the mol'lling sow thy 
seed, an<l in the evening withhol<l not thine han<l; 
for thou know est not w hcther shall prosper, either 
this or that; or whether they both shall be alike 
goo<l.'" 
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From :\Jr. Cook's communications, it appears 
that there is a prospect of further openin"s in the 
iuterior, aml even the Dmnara country ~nay, ere 
long, hecome the field of missionary labour. It 
must be acknowledged, howewr, that clilliculties 
almost insuperable present themselves in the way 
of canying on mis,ions in the back parts of Na­
maqna-laml, and the country of the Damaras, from 
local circumstances; aud, until there is a change 
of seasons, the Kamaqua missions will continue to 
struggle as they have ,louc, even though plantecl 
ancl supportecl 011 the most liberal principles. 
Expensi.-c they must be to make them efficient, ancl 
the agents en1ployecl will have to lead a self­
denying life, as long as their resources for thcm­
sehes, as well as means of civilizing the people, 
have to be brought overland from Cape Town. 
Even were boriug for water introclucecl, unless 
there he more rain in the country the people 
mnst ever lead a wandering lift>; an obstacle to 
missionary success complained of by all. A con­
siclemble time must elapse before the missionary 
can reach the understanding directly by his own 
Yoicc, from the extreme clifliculty of acquiring their 
clicking language; and although the Dutch is gra­
dually supplanting it, much time will be necessary 
for the latter to become general. 

lllr. Schmelen translated the four gospels into 
the Namaqua language, which were printed by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. This, from the 
character of the language, must have been a work 
of much labour. Whether the \\'cslcyan brethren 
intencl to carry on their work throngh the medium 
of the Namaqua or the Dutch language, I have not 
hecn able to ascertain. It would be no great loss 
if the Hottentot language were annihilated; though, 
from the scatterecl state of the population, it is not 
probable that this will soon be the case. Bnt the 
zeal by which our \\'esleyan brethren arc distin­
guishecl, rnpportecl by au extensive native agency. 
may overcome all these difficulties, which would 
be greatly diminishecl were it possible to fix a mis­
siouary station on the sandy and sterile shores of 
Angra Peqnena, and Wal\"isch Days. 

'l'hcsc places have been visitccl by Schmclen,"' 
Archbell, and Sir .J. Alexander; but from all ac­
counts the whole extent of the coast presents little 
to encourage such a plan. The banks of some of 
the rivers, in which water seldom flows, may be 
traced in their winding courses by acacias, the 
timber of which is of the poorest description. 
Ebony trees arc also thinly scattered in the neigh­
bourhood of the Orange niver, but neither there 
nor in the open country is anything like timber to 
be found, which would authorize commercial specu­
lations, as a late traveller into that country recom­
mended. Independently of the Orange Hiver not 
being navigahle, and the want of suitable bays on 
the c,)ast, the impossibility of the country being 
benefited from those quarters, will be eviclent. I 
feel persuadccl that the period has arrived, when we 
must abandon the iclea of long, expensive, tiresome, 
and, in some instances, dangerous journeys, either 
from the promontory of the Cape, or from Algoa 
Bay, to remote distances in the interior. It is uow 

• It is reported that Mr. ~chmelcu went lo those places, 
but tl1c anlhur cimao~ touch thal he reached tl1c latter. Mr. 
Archbell ,·isiled it by sea.. 

quite time to look to the eastern all(\ western coasts 
of the continent, an<I form a chain of stations, from 
cithe,·, 01· hoth, towarcls the centre; and establish 
missionary colonies on lakes, or at the sources of 
those rivers which fall into the ocean. Tile want 
of navigaulc rivers, and the dry and often desert 
countries to be passed in Southern Africa in orcler 
to reach onr isolatecl stations, present grievous 
barriers to the work of civilization, and in some 
parts we have got nearly to that point, at which 
rcsonrc,•s from the south will be beyond the reach 
of the ability, either of the missionary or his 
people. 

ClL\PTER XIII. 
Mission to the Griq11a~-Jts ori:,:iri ,1nd charnctC'r-l>cvoledne:-s 

of the :\lissioniuiC's-:\lr. Anderson's clescri11tion-Their 
former characlcr-Pro~ress in civi!i1.ation-A threatened 
attack a,·ertetl-lmpolitic mca~11n•-Critical 11osiLion-:\lr. 
Ande1"So11 lcnves-The Anthor joins Mr IJelm-\\"aterbOl•r 
elected chi••f-llis thirst for information-Ori~iu of Ber­
gcnaars-AUacks on (;riqua Town-Gcncrnus conduct­
Mis~ion;t1·y inf111l'nce-Hetrilmtive proYidencc-----Favournblc 
cl1auge--S11ccf-'sses-\Vaterbocr' s go,·emmcnt-~I issionarics 
Gon•rnmeut Agl·nts-llow far a ~I issiona1·y can intrrfere 
in ci\·il alfoirs-1.ife silvc,l-Sir A. Stockcn!.trom's testi­
mon~·-Treatics a wise policy-Chiefs dcfemk<l-Statc aml 
prospects. 

IT is an agreeable an<l profitable exercise, to take a 
retrospective view of those events, whatever their 
character, which have led to important results; 
aud surely to the mind of the missionary, it must 
be delightful to look hack along the channel, 
tracing through all its windings the little rill of 
the water of life, until it is ohservecl oozing from 
beneath a mountain peak. Like an African river, 
it now S\~ells, and then dwindles,-is now rapid, 
then slowly spreads its refreshiug waters over a 
large surface of desert waste,-now disappears, and 
then rises in another part of its course, in which it 
resumes a steady flow-affording, at all seasons, 
permanent fertility, to the advautagc of those who 
assemble on its banks, or come within the range of 
its influence. 

The mind of the writer has been led to these re­
flections by a minute survey of the rise and progress 
of the Griqua mission, which, although embracing 
more variety iu the national character of its objects 
than perhaps any other iu Africa, exhihits much 
sameness; but, nevc1thelcss, its history, extending 
to more than forty years, presents ns with some 
remarkable displays of Divine power in causing 
missionary cnterprize to triumph over no common 
difliculties. Its fluctuations have been very nu­
merous; but this is not surprising, when it is re­
membered that it was commenced at the Zak River, 
on the borders of the colony, in the year 1799, 
being one of the two branches of the lllissionary 
Society's first efforts in South Africa, It was in 
the beginning ostensibly a mission to the Bushmen; 
but it had not been long founclcd before it included 
within its operation both llottentots and Bastards. 
Two years had not elapsed when its efforts were 
chiefly dcrntcd to the Corannas, Namaquas, and 
Bastards on the Orange River, the missionaries 
having resortecl thither on the invitation of Berend 
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1 
Iler~nd. From these again a select party, though honest in their dealings; they came to abhor those 
a mixed multitude, finally terminated a migratory acts of plunder which had been so common among 
life, by settling down at Griqua Town in 180-l them; nor do I recollect a single instance, for 
with Messrs. Anderson and Kramer. se\'eral years prior to their late troubles, which 

Sometimes one missionary might he heard ad- could he consi,lered as a stain upon their character. 
dressing the few who Ull(\erstoocl Dutch; another, They entirely abandoned their former manner of 
a congregation of Coranuas; and a tJ,ird, a party life, and decency and modesty prevailed in their 
of Bu,hmen, through interpreters. They were dis- families. \\'hen we first settled among them we 
tinct tribes, ha,-ing different languages, customs, had some Ilottentots with us from the Zak Hi,-er. 
a11d grades of honour, from that of the descendant \\"i th their assistance we hegan to culth·ate the 
of the colonial farmer to the "<"ery lowest state of ground about Hiet Fonteyn; but notwithstanding 
tleg,·adation in the Bushmen. Their go,·crnment, our exhortations, rcmonstrances. and example, the 
if they had any at all, was of a mingle,! character, Griquas manifested the greatest aversion to such 
comprising the patriarchal, despotic, monarchical, work, and appeared determined to continue their 
aristocratic, and democratic, each party ha\'ing it~ wandering and prc,Iatory habits. At the end of 
claims, either of hirth, pow,•r, number, or hereditary six months the Hotteutots left us; aud our pros­
right, exhibiting all the phases of a tropical thunder- pects, as to the future cnltiYation of the gronud, 
cloud, which rolls in wild and black confusion, till heeamc wry gloomy. \Ve determined, however, 
it bursts forth, scattering terror and death. to abide by them; and in wandering about with 

It is not the inte:ition of the ,uiter to he a them we constantly en,lcaYottrcd to impress upon 
chronicler of the e\'ents connected with the prog!·ess their minds the rnpecior adrnntages they would 
of this mission, or even to attempt an ahridgmeut dcri~c from cultirntiug the groimd, and having 
of the rnlumiuous details which have heen long fixed habitations. After a considerable time had 
published. His object is briefly to glance at its elapsed, we prevailed upon them to try the cxperi­
more prominent features and changes, and to trace ment, and a commencement was made. This event 
the dealings of Di,-inc i,rovidencc and grace in sus- was preceded am\ followed hy a great and visible 
tainingthoscdevotcdmissionaries "·ho, taking their improvement among them as a body. Consider­
li,-es in their hamls, and sallying forth far beyond ing the circumstances of the people, much land 
the ahodes of civilization, persc\'cred, amid the was cultivated at this time; and in the following 
rage and cupidity of a reckless rahhle, in the self- years the land u,ider cultivation was much in­
denying duties of their holy calling, until thcr were crease,!. I have seen the whole valley, from the 
crowne,I with triumphant success. Fountain to the Lions' Den, which must include 

This station required all the energies of the four sqnare miles, coven.>d with corn and barley. 
missionary, as may be observed from the brief This refers to Griqua Town alone; aud the grnuud 
sketch alrt>ady given of the character of the people, around the neighbouring fountains was in a similar 
awl their isolated ~ondition in a lawless country. state of improvement." 
Their circumstances, afflictions, and prospects can- From other communications from l\Ir. A., it also 
not be better described than in ~Jr. Autlerson's own appears that, as early as 1S09, the congregation 
words:- consisted of 800 persons, who resided at or near the 

" \Yhcu I went among the Griquas, and for some station during the whole or the greatest part of the 
time after, thev were without the smallest marks of year. Besides their statod congregations, they were 
ch·ilization. if I except oue woman (who had by surrounded hy numerous hordes of Corannas aud 
some means got a trilling article of colonial raiment), Bushmen, among whom they laboured. 
they ha,l not one t11read of European clothing If we look at the state of moral turpitude in 
among them; aud thci1· wretched appearance and which the missionaries found that people, these rc­
habit~ were such as might have excited in our minds suits, it must be acknowledged, were Yery extra­
an av,•rsion to them, had we uot been actuated by . ordinary. A threatened attack from a marauding 
principles which led us to pity them, and served to 'horde of Kafirs in 1S10 was evidently averted in 
strengthen ns in pursuing the object of our mis- I answer to prayer. Mr. Jantz, the only missionary 
sionary work; they were, in many instances, little then on the place, with the good people, set apart a 
ahon the brutes. It is a fact, that we were among . day for special supplication; and they sent a pacific 
them at the hazard of our li,·es. This became evi- message arnl present to the Kafirs; after which they 
dent from their own acknowlcdgmcnts to us after- immcd·iately retired. 
wat·ds, they having confessed that they had frc- ~Ir. Jant2:, whose whole conduct on this occasion 

, quently premeditated to take away our lives. aud seems to have heeu marked with the true spirit of 
were prevented only from executing their purposes piety, says, '· Now we mu~t leave it in the hands 
hy what they now considered an Almighty Power. of the Lord, hoping to ~ee his loving kindness in 
\\'hen we went among them, and some time after, confirming the work of our hands, and granting us 
they lh·ed in the habit of plundering one another; a complete dcli,·crauce. This is my prayer, that 
and they sa,v no moral evil in tl,is, nor in any of we may be so firmly established by the Lord, that 
their actions. Violent deaths were common; and . no cuemy may he able to hurt this church; for, as 
I recollect many of the aged women told me their I a kind Fathe1·, he hath hitherto ta.ken care of us; 
husbands had been killed in this way. Their usual ! so that, iilstead of complaint, we ha ,·e cause for 
manuer of li,·ing was truly disgusting. arid they thankfulness that the doctrines of the p;ospel, accom­
were void of shame; however, after a series of hard- pauied by the power of his Spirit, ha,·e had so much 
ships, which required much faith and patience, our influence on some of our people, that, by means of 
instructions were attende,l with a hlessiug which I their Christian exhortatiou and example, they have 
produced a great change. The people became suhclucd the ungoverned spirit of the Kafirs." 
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The mission continued to flourish, extending its 
henign influence for several years, till an unlooked­
for event g:\Ye a shock, from which it did not soon 
recover. 

It was not an unnatural supposition that the go­
nrnment of the Cape. fin,ling that the lahours of 
the missionaries had been so heneficial in trans­
forming a people, who otherwise might have hce1,, 
like Africaner, a terror to the colony, and helped 

1 to drain its coffers in fruitless connnandoes, would 
have ll'ndere<l their as~istance to th(, growing com­
monwealth, and afforded means of encouragement 
and protection in a country where they were ex­
posed, as in the above case, to a foreign enemy. 
Jlut this was not the policy of those <lays. In 181-l 
l\lr. Anderson received an order from the colonial 
government to send down to the Cape twenty 
Griquas for the Cape regiment. Mr. 1\. was never, 

' as he 'informed me, amidst all his trials, placed in 
so painful a situation. The only wonder was that 
the people did not stone him when he made the 
proposal, to which duty compelled him. \Vas it 
possi hie that a people just emerging from barharism. 
and scarcely able to defend themselves, would send 
twenty of their best men to serve at the Cape? 
The result of non-compliance with this order was a 
threat from government, and the introduction of a 
restrictive system, hy which missionaries were pre­
vented from crossing the uortlHTU boundary of the 
colony. 

l\11-. Anderson had hitherto heen viewed Ly the 
Griquas as the founder and father of that mission, 
to whom they were all in the daily habit of looking 
up for counsel and au vice, in w hatevcr had a refer­
eucc to their temporal as well as their spiritual 
interests. lie had also been the means of comnm­
uication between them and the colonial government, 
und was virtually an agent. The Griquas, from 
the above dc•mand originating. as they supposed, 
from this connexion, were embittered against l\tr. A. 
1 lis lifo was threatened; and soon after a party with­
drew from the mission, which kept the people in 
a state of political ferment; and though a great 
majority remained, they were by no means cordial; 
so that l\lr. Anderson found it necessary to with­
draw, that his presence might not give the shadow 
of offence to the a wakmcd jealousy of those among 
whom he lrnd laboured with sut·h signal success. 

In his farewell sermon he made the following 
terse and nnique comparison : " Formerly I went 
out an(l in among you as your father, your friend, 
and your guide; hut now I am compelled to leave 
you, viewed by you as nothing better than a dry 
stalk of maize." But, notwitlu;tanding the bitter­
ness of political strife and discontent in which he 
left them, they afterwards deeply mourned over 
their ingratitude. The writer having lived on the 
station, together with l\lr. Helm, for nearly a year 
after l\tr. A.'s departure, had innumerable oppor­
tunities of witnessing how warmly they cherished 
the memory of one who had for twenty years la­
boured among them in circumstances of great pri­
vation and affiiction. He exemplifkd zeat and 
perse,·erancc, which was crowned with remarkable 
success; nnd, doubtless, distant generations will 
venerate the names of Anderson and Kramer as the 
founders of the Griqua mission. Although the 
mission was thus deprived of the valuable labours 

of '.\I r. Anderson, l\1 r. llelm, his eollcagne, most 
etl\cic1>tly snpplicu his place. i\lr. II. was a n,an 
of considerable acquirements; in whose cliaractPr 
wcrP hl(•n<le<l, in an l'Ininent d('grcc>, an untliuching 
faithfulness to the souls of men, and great nweknc,.s 
and humility Bis graces had been long tried m1 

a hard campaign, in a Coranna mission 011 the 
Orange Hiver. 

The events now recorded prove to a demonstra­
tion that it is not the duty of the missionary to take 
an active part in political affairs. In order to save 
the mission from rnin, it was necessary to make a 
vigorous stand a11:ainst interference on the part of 
the missionari(•S with the govemment of the people•. 
l\ly appointed sojourn, as the coadjutor of l\lr. 
llelm, was intended to assist in abolishing a system 
which had thus lmrst asnnd,•r the sacrcu ties be­
tween pastor aud people, am! caused the removal of 
'.\lr. A. to a sphere of labonr within the colony. 
The task was a hard one, from the entire disorl!ani­
zation which existed; and the Din•clors justly re­
marked, in reference to that a1,pointment, " Hut it 
is painful to aclu, that the dillicnlties with which 
they have to c011tend, from the irregular lrnLits of 
many of the people, will require the grealest firm­
ness, as well as the most persevering efforts, to 
subdue.'' These efforts were eventually ernwnctl 
with success. The former chief, Adam Kok, late 
of Philippolis, had abandoned Griqua Tmrn; and 
Bl'l"end l!erend, the acknowledged chief, lived at 
Daniels Kuil, n distance uf fifty 111iles, attendi11g 
only to the interests of those about him, and very 
rarely visiting Gril1ua Town; neither would he ap­
point a representative there. 

For some months the affairs of tl;e place lookt-,1 
like a ship's company without helm or compass; 
and the consequences were sometimes serious, a11d 
frequently ludicrous. The hint was giYen to ap­
point one of their own num her to take the govcm­
ment of the village. The idea was eagerly em­
braced; the eldc·rs of the people met, and one would 
have thought that an elder would have been elected; 
hut no, they unanimously voted Andries \\'atl'r­
bocr to the office of chief. This was II decision 
which reflected the highest honour on th<• judpucut 
of the Griquas, for the person on whom they had 
fixed their attention was one who po~sessed neither 
name nor riches. He had enjoyed advantages, 
having hecn educated on the station, under the e~·e 
of the missionaries; had been with others set apart 
as a native teacher, and had long been cmploJcd as 
an assistant in the scl1ool, where he was found on 
the very day of his appointrnent. W ~ had ncitlwr 
part nor lot in the matter, though 1t afforded us 
entire satisfartion. 

This wls a new era in the Griqna mission, which 
brought it to a state so anl~ntly desire~]; and _the 
mission-houses, instrnd of hemg turned n,to a kmd 
of council-(·hamher, were visited onlJ by such as 
had cases of conscience to propose, or what liad n 
reference to the general welfare of the church of 

• God. I mi~ht here make an except.ion. Andries, 
who was nor prepared for this new station, soon foll 
the responsibility of his office. He had no oppor­
tunities of studying the science of government from 
hooks (l\Iinos, LJcurp;us, and Solon were names 
unknown to him!) and had heard little else than 
the principles of law derived from the Bible, the 



54 WATERBOER'S TIIIRST FOil rnFOmIATION.~IlETRIBUTIVE PltOVIDEXCE. 

best foundation for the laws of nations. He felt 
his deficiency, and thirsted for information; a11d 
for months together we spent several evenings 
a-week, after it was supposed all were gone to rest, 
conversing on these subjects. 

Though I did little more than reply to his nu­
merous inc1uiries. yet, having hccn placed there for 
the express object of lending my aid to abolish the 
old system, I naturally felt the task a delicate one. 
At the same time neither i:llr. Helm nor I could 
see any impropriety in giving him what information 
we could on the history of uations, and their poli­
tical economy. Frnm this and other circumstances 
he Jong retained a grateful sense of his obligations, 
and a warm friendship of many years ensued. 

The chief "'aterbocr, at the commencement of 
his career, was considered severe in his adminis­
tration when contrasted with that of former <lays, 
in which insubordination was allowed to take deep 
root. As might he expected, his strict discipline 
gave rise to divisions, sifting the Griquas of those 
who cared for neither law nor gospel. From these 
again rose Bcrgenaars, or mountaineers and ma­
raudc1-s, round whose standards Corannas and Bush­
men rallied; and finding no difficulty in obtaining 
contraband ammunition from the colony, they car­
ried devastation, blood, and rapine among all the 
Bechuana tribes within their reach. Even on 
Griqua Town itself they made two desperate at-

, tacks, which, though happily attended with little 
loss of lift, on either side, justly _excited mnch alarm 
in the rui~si.on families, surrounded as they were 
by ruthle5$: <lespera<loes inure<l to violence and 
mur<ler. 

It may be proper in this place .to notice the origin 
of these attacks, as well as the circumstances of a 
preceding one~·o.1 the inlu)bitants of Griqua Town, 
when :Mr. S;i.ss was the. only .missionary on the 
station. Thi1.c)lief Waterhoer, in conjunction with 
J. Melvill, r;sq.* (now one of our missionaries), 
anxious to pui a stop to the devastations committed 
hy the Bergcnaars on the Basuto, aml other llcchu­
ana tribes, en<leavoured to disperse the party. For 
this purpose their strongholds were attacked; and, 
though every SJ>ecics of warfare is to be <leprecate<l 
as the world's curse, the following extract of a letter 
from i:11 r. l\ldvill to the editor of the "South Afri­
can Chronicle" beautifully illustrates the moral and 
civilizing tendency of the gospel in relation to the 
Griquas :-

" The Griqua chiefs, A. "'aterhoer and Comelius 
Kok, proceeded to the station of the Bergenaars to 
take such measures as might put a stop to the sys­
tem of depredation they were carrying on against 
the tribes around them. 

" Instead of the Bcrgenaars ~bowing any disposi­
tion to alter their conduct, they set the commando 
at defiance, aB<l maintained that attitude till night 
came on with rain, when they made their escape. 
The commando returned to GriquaTown with four 
thousand head of cattle, followed hy some hundreds 
of the people of the plundered tribes, to whom a 
considerable part of the cattle belonged; and, before 
their arrival at Griqua Town, contrary to the prac­
tice of savage tribes, a scene of justice took place 
which would have <lone credit to any civilized 
people. The chiefs restored to these poor people, 

• ::\lr. Mehill \',-·as al that time gu,·ernment agenl. 

Basutos, all their cattle, without reserving a single 
hoof to themselves, to which any one of them could 
establish a right. When the people had got their 
cattle they were told they might go to their own 
country; hut they were so struck with the justice 
of the Gri,1ua chiefs, that they he7ged to be allowed 
to put themselves under their protection; and ac­
cordingly they followed them to the Griqua 
country." 

To the preceding may be added the following 
facts, as they exhibit a pleasing evidence of mis­
sionary influence in pl'Omoting peace. It was found 
necessary for i:llr. l\Jelvill and the Griqua chiefs, 
with some of their leading men, to \'isit Cape Town. 
l\Jr. Hehn was 011 n visit to the same plac~, on ac­
count of his wife's health. i:llr. Sass, who had long 
laboured in Little Namaqua-lan<l and among tlic 
Cora1111as on the banks of the Orange l:iver, was 
alone at the station when the Bergcnaars • came 
against the place for purposes of sheer revenge. 
Ou discovering that a missionary was there !hey 
retired to a distance. and sent for him. The ,·e­
nerable Sass, who had been iu labours abundant, 
entered the camp of the ruthless and lawless ban­
ditti. He had no sling, no stone. His weapons 
were from the armoury of heaven. His hmuhle, 
devout, and persuasive address to the leaders of the 
gang calmed their rage, and saved the inhabitants 
from impending destruction. "Here," as l\lr. 
l\lelvill writes, "we see a missionary has so much 
respect attached to his character, that even the Bcr­
genaars would not attack the place because he was 
th<·re: the pr,•srnce of ~I r. Sass afforded a protec­
tion to the whole people." 

The particulars of a snhsecp1cnt attack on Griqua 
Town are minutely clcscrihe<l in the Society's 
Jlontl,{!/ Chronicle for Jauuary, 1828; affording 
an additional instance of the station being pre­
served hy the Divine biassing on missionary in­
fluence. 

But Griqua Town sun-ivc<l, hy the blessing of 
God on the intrepid and perse,ering efforts of 
\\-aterboer to establish the principles of order and 
peace. Ile has al ways continued to preach, as well 
as to exercise his office as a magistrate; aud though 
in the eyes of mauy this union of office is inex­
pedient, he has ever maintained his cause; au<l 
having obtained a liberal salary and ordnance sup­
plies from the colonial gonrmnent, he is able to 
present the Griquas in au aspect his enemies ucver 
contemplated. 

A retributive Providence accomplished that 
which ,raterboer had neither men nor means to 
ca1Ty into cflect; for he could neither punish the 
banditti to which his go,·ermnent gave ristc, nor 
,lefend those who fell a prey to the fearful havoc 
they made on property and human lifo. After 
they. had filled their cup, heaven frowned upon 
them; and those who cscape<l the war-club and 
javelin, disease swept away; those who escaped 
both died in poverty, not only under the g11awings 
of hunger, hut those of a guilty conscience; being 
depri,·cd of that wry property of which !hey had 
despoiled othe1-s; while the bones of !he majority 
lie bleached 011 many a barren waste, addressing 
the living in solemn language, " lie that taketh 
the sword shall perish by the sword." The finger 
of Go1l was so e,·i<lent, that even the Griquas them-
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selves could 1101 help fearing that their former 
cruelties committed au the Busluuen would not go 
unpunished. 

These troubles did not subsiuc till 1829, wheu 
the mission partially revive,! under the labours of' 
:\Iessrs. Wright and llughes; and since 1s:11, when 
it rcceh·ed a new impulse, it has continued 10 in­
crease and extend its inHnence arnnud. Their 
effort.,, as may he seeu from the r,•ports, have been 
blessed in no oruinary degree. Beside their ow11 
stateu services, they employ six 11ativc teachers. 
Their congregations comp,·ise Bechuanas, Griqnas, 
Coraunas, and Bushmen ; the fil'st the most II umc­
rons, while the last arc now, as may he gathered 
from the chapter 011 their origin, character, auu 
state, few and feehlc. 

About seve11 years ago this mission hecamc i11-
creasingly11sefnl, from ci,·cmnstanccs in themseln~s 
apparently adverse to its prosperity. Owi11g tu the 
drought am\ consequent failure of the fountains, 
nothing could be done in agriculture in the village. 
The people were thus dispersed, and ohliged to lead 
a migratory life i11 quest of food. This state of 
things led to itinernting, au<l the employment of 
native agency on a larger scale. The Divine bless­
ing has rested conspicuonsly on these efforts, an<l 
especially on nnm hers of the llechnauas, who had, 
from the dcstructiYe attacks on their tribes in their 
own country, retireu to the banks of the Vaal River, 
within the Griqua district. Tliese were lirought 
by a way they knew not. ~Iany of them have been 
savingly converted to God, and are now able to 
read iu their own language His wonderful works.* 

I have thonght it proper to be a little particular 
in reference to the origin anJ present state of the 
Griqnas, who have heen so signally preserved and 
blessc,l fo,· forty years, and remain after so many 
conflicts a monument, while other stations like the 
one which gave birth to theirs, are left desolate. 
Hmnanly speaking, ,vaterboer's government is on 
a hasis too firm to be moved by a foreign foe, that 
is, so long as it snpports hy its influence the cause 
of Go<l, and continues the faithful ally of the Cape 
colony. It is. not without great reason, however, 
that many judicious persons deprecate the effects of 
what they consider an unhallowed union, in the 
missionary·s holding among the Griqnas the office 
of " Confidential Agent to the Colonial GoYern­
ment." There may Le apparent advantages arising 

• The following information h:1s come to hanll !,inct! Llic 
ai·ticle on llie Gri<1un mission was prcpar1~1I for the pre:-s, and 
c,muot foil to iutcrcs\., Mr. Ill•lmore h:niug bt'CD appoint('d 
lo Likhatlung-, a stalior1 of Bt>chuana:-1 <'Ollllt:l·led wi1h tilt' 
Uriqua mission, 190 of thdr mcmht>rs \H'IC thus tnrnsft>rr('d 
lo his care, and no,-..· form a distinct C'hnrch. lu the early 
part of la.,;t )"l~ar, .'.\losht"Sht', chh·f of the Basntos, sc11t mt•s­
st>u~..,rs to the ehid ,vaterUot>r, informing him th~t as his 
people were now favou1·e<l wllh missiunari~s in llwir own 
cuuntr:,', it was his flilrtiC't1).1.r wish thnt all the Il:lsutos in 
those p:nls should rrlurn homP. ,vaterhoer hadnl: at onC'e 
m~de it known \hat all that chusc to do so, were at lihertv to 
dt"pa1t ,,·ith tht'ir prolJe11.y, after ha,in~ residt'd nndt•r"his 
prolection for sen•nleen ye;4.n•, a party of that 11coplt•, ahout 
one hun<lrt"d so11ls, latdy rcmowrl, amoD!.{ whom Wt"l"C thirty­
thre<' church memllt'rs. This measure cannot fail or bcin~ 
an important ilcc1uisit1on to the Frt'nch mis .. iunaries, as nearly 
all or thi•m wt'rc able to rt>ad in their own laoguagt'!. Altt'f 
Lhese rlcdncLions, and including recent ad,litions, the nnmher 
of church mcmhrrs at Griqna Town is 5~0. T11c schools on 
the station ha,·e. under many disC'our,,1:dng circumstances. 
con tinned to pros11er, and the 1 nfant ~chool unrler the care of 
Troy Vortuin, a. uathe rl•mal~ of~ r~spectalJlc family, reftecls 
great honour oo her abilities and persHeranc-e. 

from this measur(', in accordance with the senti­
ments of those who hold up the he11efit ellech-d 
by missionary labours to be more of a political 
than a religious nature, and who maintain that it 
is far more convenient for goYernmcnt than ap­
pointing distinct agents; hut the fact is, it has uo 
wan-aut from Scripture, and the question is, "'hat 
docs experience say? Let us take South Africa 
for au example. The preceding statements de­
monstrate that the cause of Jllr. Anderson's re-
1non1l was his govcrnmeut agency; and 1hough 
his not having lrnd a precc<lc11t is au apology, the 
principle and the consequences of that agency 
cannot lint he dcprecate<l. 

Ill r. Brownlee, 0111· missionary in Kafir-land, was 
the next who trod on that slippery path, anu re­
signed the office of 1ni~sionary agent to govern ... 
m,•nt, as incompatible with the position of a 
missionary amo11g heathen. lllr. Thompson, of 
the Kat J:ivcr. followed him with still less ,nrcess. 
His "political functions interfered , ery much with 
his religions duties." lie informed the writer 
that it nearly cost him his life, and he wonhl hy 
no nwans advise missionaries to assume anything 
like a diplomatic charncter among the people of 
their spiritnal charge." More than twenty years' 
experience among the aborigines beyond the 
boundary of the colony, has conviuced the writer 
that the two offices ought not to be held hy the 
same person. Among the lleclmanas onr lives 
have been place,! in imminent danger from the 
suspicions excited in their minus by Conrad Bnys 
nntl others, that we were agents of govcrnnw11t1 or 
in some way or other conuected with it. l'io mis­
sionary, however, can with any show of 8criptnre 
or reason, refuse his pacific counsel an<l auvice, 
when tliose amoug whom he labours H·qnire it, nor 
decline to become interpreter or translator to any 
foreign power, or to be the medinm of hushing the 
din uf war arising either from family interests or 
natio11al claims; nor is it inconsistcut with his cha­
racter to become a mediator or intercc~sor where 
life is at stake, whether arising from ignorance, 
despotism, or re,enge. I once Sl'izcd the right arm 
of au enraged chief of r,o little power, who gra,pe<l 
a weapon which, l.,ut for this interference, wanld 
have been plunged into the breast of a victim, who 
had grievously offem\ed. I did no wrong, nor did 
the chief think so, for when the paroxysm was over 
he said to me, " I thank you, father." A mis­
sionary may do all this, and 1uore tha11 this, with­
out <>11dangeriHg his character, and what is of 
infinitely more importance, the character of the 
gospel he proclaims; hut bis entering into <liplo­
matic engagements places himself, as well as the 
great object of his life, in jeoparuy. 

That missionaries do o\itain an influence among 
the trihes hnon<l, without any official interference, 
bas been demonstrated along the whole line of the 

• ThP Rev. ~tephen Kay, in liis h•ttcr lo Sir T. F. Bux Lon, 
on tht> Kalir4 ca~e, makc-s lhe followiu~ remark, which hem:.{ 
tht" rcsnlL or lnng ol1sen·,uion, _is wo1 thy of r<"garcl. A tlt'r 
some n:ry whoit>some hints on lhc snbj<'ct ol" ;igc-ncv, he 
writes-·• I trnst, then•tbrc, that (3o,·t'rnm<"nt \\ ill IlcYPT 
again think of commit1inl,{ tllt" office of a:,:t'ncy, amom:sl the 
Kalirs, Lo a missionary; ;i.s it places niissionaril•s in a po~i­
tion \\ hich might, by possibility, bi'! con:-trued into th,lt of 
spies, anrl tlll'r~ would, in all probability, lie ao eud }lilt to 
their nsefu l1wss a\ onct",11 
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colonial hounda1·y from the Atlantic, to the Fish 
Hiver on the east. Among other iustauces, the fol­
lowing may he add.need as giYcn by the honourable, 
now Sir A. 8tockcnstrom, in his evidence before 
the Aborigines Committee:-

" It strikes me that it is impossible to deny that 
the benefit thus conferred is iucalculalile. I 11 1832, 
I believe it was, that there was au in road of a ma­
rauding horde of Coranuas, Ilottentots, and others, 
who were considered outlaws, anJ indepeuu.ent of 
the Griqna tribes. They slanghtered, indiscri­
minately, several families, and plundered to a 
great extent; a strong expeu.ition was sent against 
those people, but was nnsuccessfnl. It was ap­
parent to every man acqnainte,l wit.h the frontier, 
that if it had not been for the influence that the 
London missionaries haJ gained over the Griqnas, 
we should have had the whole uation down upon 
us. It was only the state of feeling produced by 
that inflneuce which prevented. the Griquas from 
taking advantage of the exposed condition of the 
country, and the panic then existing, to give vent 
to their ol<l animosities agaiust the colony, and 
overrun the northern half of it. Had they been 
without that helm-that influence, ] say, of these 
missionaries-we should have had a strong tribe 
instead of a gang of 1·obhers to contend with. We 
had no force to arrest them if they had. Now that 
those people are in that state to enable us to treat 
with them, I, attribute altogether to the domes­
ticated state to which they have been brought by 
the labours, and the confidence which they have iu 
the advice of the missionaries, whose interest it is 
to preach peace." 

Sir A. S. bears the same testimony of the benign 
and salutary results from the labours of the Wes­
leyan missionaries. These effects, to ,vhich such 
honourable testimony is borne, we feel no hesitation 
in as.cribing to the pure principles of the gospel, 
which, wherever planted, nurtured, and matured 
under His reigu. who has said, " 1'Iy kingdom is 
not or this world," wi II always produce them ; and 
through which, as the chief Waterbocr has ,lcclared, 
" the Griquas have become a people, who were not 
a people.'' 

The course pursued by the colonial government 
in apppointing an agent as they did, in the person 
of J. ;\lelvill, Esq., terminated in a treaty made 
with the chief Waterboer, by which he became an 
ally. This latter very imponant measure was en­
tered into nuder the auspices of Sir Benjamin 
D'Urban, then governor, and who in addition to 
Waterhocr's salary most liberally granted 50/. per 
annum to promote education among the Griqnas. 
Well had it been for the country, if this arrangL~ 
mcnt had been made much earlier, fo1· it would 
have enabled \Vatcrboer to prevent much rapine 
and murder, which had dcrnstated the country for 
seven or eight years previously, during which 
time he could not even defend his own place, for 
want of ,suitable resources. Of this he was so 
sensible, that in the year 18:J0, on my way to Cape 
Town, he put into my hands a document express­
ing his desires on the subject, with an earnest 
request that ] would use my influence for their 
accomplishment; this I did most chcerfnlly with 
Sir Lowry Cole, then governor. 

It is a wise policy in government to render every 

facility to the advancem,·nt of knowledge and civi­
lization among the aborigines, and especially to 
such as have, like Waterboer, exhihitcJ in legible 
characters the delightful results of missionary 
efforts, both in his conduct towaru.s his own people, 
and the colony to which he is allied; and we can11ot 
but assure ourselves, that the frie11Jly system now 
acted upon hy government, towards the chiefs 011 

the frontier, will not only henclit the aborigines, 
but the colouy itself, and throw a halo of glory 
around the British throne.* 

It is deeply to be regretted, that the fountain at 
Griqua Town has almost ceased to flow, which has 
compelled the iuhahitauts to resolve on removing 
to tlie banks of the Yellow or Vaal Hiver, where 
they hope to be able to lead out a stream, so as to 
irrigate a considerable portion of the country; anJ 
in fnrthcrancc of so noble a work, the " J,'riends" 
in England have contributed liuerally, through .f. 
Backhouse, Esq. Should they s,1cceeJ in this im­
portant movement, ahont which they are sanguiue, 
their circumstances will be immensely improved, 
for their abode at Griqna Town has loug been wry 
trying in a temporal point of view. But for thi~, 
it is possible that the Griquas might have realized 
the expectations of many of the Soci~ty's consti­
tuents, in supporting their own missionaries, which 
their advanced state of civilization, and liberal 
support from government, authorize them to an­
ticipate; anu. it is sincerely to be hoped that this 
will be the first mission beyond the colony which 
will set the noble example, especially as, according 
to Mr. Wright, "the place possesses incxhaustihle 
capabilities." 

CIIAPTEil, XIV. 
Retro..;prcti,·e ,·ie\!,·-The prospt>ctive-First ,·isitors to Lht' 

Bechllan:1s-Thl' chief l\lolt>haha.ngnc-)lcssrs. Edwards 
and Kok-A dangerous t'Xp..,<lil'm-A wl'ul consf"q11Pn(•1•s­

llonournbh• contluet in a liPathen-Dang-t•r rrom B11shnwn 
-The llergovC"r familif's-:\lurder of a fathl'r ancl clau.ghtN 
- A drt>t\llrlll situation-A hearl•rendiug scene-A party 
vh.il LiLhako-~\ massacrP-Dr. Lid1teu-.tt>in's ,i:-.il­
Cowan and UPnovan-Dr. Burchcll's lra\'tils-Uifficultit's 
in the languagc-~Ir. CampUeH's cheerio~ prospt>cts-~lis• 
siooal'ies. ~t•nt Lo Lithalrn-Intt>n·it>,,.. with the ki11g-'.\lis• 
sion:uit>s rejt•cted-Gloomy rent>cliom.-Ca.ust':. of failurt"­
Mr. Enms rt>linquislll's tl1t> mission. 

\Yt: have nmv partially tra,,ersed the different por­
tions of so11thcr11 Africa, in which onr missionaries 
have labom·t•d with varied. success,•s among the 
Kafirs, Bushmen, Kamaqna,, and Griqu~s. Tu onr 
perambulations our heart, have been alternately 

* It has been uhl Uy one who on~ht Lo ha n• a tolerahly 
correct k nowlt>ll~e of lht> stalt> of the l';'orlht>rn lh111tict"S, 1h:1t 
all lht> chids in the C'Onntn, wiih onlv ont> except 100, 11 are 
heathen:,; aod marauders.'' • This is a Swpepi11:,t d1an,:P, ;11111 it 
would ht> an ~;1sy mailer for the writer, who h:1s not heen an 
inallenli\'e ohst>n·cr ot' the fluctm1.ti1..1ns or pl'tly interests in 
the conmrv for more than twen1v vears, to contra1lict it. lit" 
posiiessrs a

0

m11lt> mallns of 1'.lcl l~u:· a \'olume of reminisc1•ncps 
on this subject, a11rl may, ir Ju-,, finds it nt>c1·ssary, r,•sume hi:-. 
pen to ~iw the history, aud tht' <'.l,arnctc1·s, of both hf'alh,•n 
aufl Christian chiefs nurl m,lumJ...rs. It is trut', •lie rnhi• 
sionari,•s, like the 11ri11iiti\'e church al Coriulh. ha\'e w,t 
many nohle, not many l'il!h, of whom tl1t"'Y eau boa~t; Yl?l 
thc.·re are chi~l's, un,l prombing sons of chiers, who han~ laitl 
lheir Wt>apon~ of war at lhe feet of tlw Pri11ct• of Pt"acc, a1HI 
we ha\'c only to glance O\'er our missiun:iry rt>cords to be 



THE PltOSPEC'l'IVE.-FIHST VISITOHS TO TIIE BECIJUA:\'AS. 

the seat of sorrow and of joy. We have mingled I able for their barbarous indepemlcnce and national 
our sympathies with those who wen• callc,l to bear ' pri<le. :\lissionary efforts in these districts arc of ' 
the heat and the burden of the day. We have comparatively recent origin: and thongh the resnlts 
heard them lam,•nting that they had lahonred in of those efforts arc such as to comman,l livPly grn­
vain, and spent their strength for nought; and we ! titmlc, as well as to cncourngc enlarged expecta­
havc seen them weeping over immortal souls, who, 1 lions, our course uow brings us within the shadow 
after lmving 1,cen brought within sight of the haveu of those rolling clouds of darkness, covering an 
of eternal rest, dcspisiug the day of their visitation, 1 immense exteut of territory, on which a ray of 
have perished. We have united in our ascri11tions I heavenly light has ucver dawned. 
of praise to the Anthor of all good with those who, ' l\'othing was known of the existence of the Be­
though they went forth weeping and prayiug with !'huanas as a people, distinct in many respects from 
painful solicitu<le, have lll'en privileged to come the Kafirs, beyond mere report, nntil they were 
again, bringing their sheaves with them. We have visited hy a colonist, with a party 011 a predatory 
entered the kraal of the filthy and lazy Ilottentot, expedition. This was at au early period of the 
aud have witnessed the transforming influence in history of the colony. The attack and robbery 
effecting a change in his character and state, which having hcen brought before the colonial govcm­
ncither the might nor the policy of an empire could men!, a considerable time elapsed before they were 
achieve. We have known J,eings of so low a grade, again "<"isited by these white plunderers (as they 
that at one time it was serionsly •1uestioned whether described them) fron1 the south. The next visit 
they belonged to the human family; hut aroused was from the marauder Bloom, a Dutch farmer. 
hy the voice of love, an,l drawn by the attractions lie was accompanied by a considerable number of 
of the cross, we have seen them rising from the similar characters, who committed sad havoc on 
abyss of degradation, entering into the holy of: the herds and flocks of the Bechuanas. lmtchering 
holies to hold communion with their God, and then •1 great nmnhers of the cornparatiYcly defenceless in­
in communion with their fellow Christians we have habitants. In the year !SUi, Somc1·villc and Trntcr, 
heard them say, "Beloved, now are we the sons of who visited the missionary station on the Omnge 
Gm\." \Ve have known him whom we were wont River, for the purpose of ohtaining cattle for the 
to regard with fearful apprehension, as a lion in goverument by barter, were led, frnm the informa­
his lair roaring for his prey, and spreading dcvasta- tion there obtained, to visit the Batlapis and Bat­
tion around, arrested, humbled, aud subdued, with- Jaros, the two nearest trihes of the Becl111a11a uation, 
out a sword or spear. At one time he was the for the same objei.l, This visit made a ,·cry fa,·our­
scourge and the terror of the country; but he he- ahle impression iLs to the character and disposition 
came the advocate of peace, and tile hond of nuion. of the Bechuanas on the minds of these gentlemen. 
We have heard the Kafir warrior tuning his hoarse A short time before this two missiouaries had 
voice, uot to celebrate the sanguinary deeds and to taken up their residence on the hanks of the Kn­
rehearse the barbarous soliloquies of his ancestors, ruman River. near which the lbtlapis and others 
but iu. songs sweeter far thau even the hymn of were then living under the chief or king )loleha­
Sikana, who was the first Christian Kafir poet. hangne, who appears, from universal testimony, to 
\\' c ha,·c also seen the civilizing effects of the gospel have been a superior man, distinguished as a states­
on the wandering Coranna and Griqua, of whom man as well a.s a warrior. Iris kindness to stran­
it may be affirmed, that though they were without p:e1·s was also proverbial,-a trait of character not 
a country or a name, they arc uow numbered always very conspicuous among savages. It was 
amongst the tribes; and that though th~y were not under the reign of this personage that ;\lessrs. Ed­
a people, they have become a people. wards and Kok settled iu the Bechuana couutry, for 

Leaving these scenes of deep interest, and which the ostensible purpose of preaching the gospel to 
,lcserve to be depicted by an abler hand than mine, the natives; hut it docs not appear that they were 
,,c now, iq, accordance with the spirit of the rnis- ever able t, effect anJthing among that people. 
siouarics' watchword, "Ouwar<l," advance beyond When our missionaries, Evans and Hamilton, went 
these little hills of Zion to wider fields of missionary to Lattakoo, or Lithako, thirty miles north-cast of 
enterprize. the Kuruman Hiver, in reference to whom ;\lothihi 

We now proceed to inquire into the results of said to l\l r. Campbell, ":,;<•rnl missionaries, and I 
spreading the knowledge of the word of God will be a father to them," this king with his council 
amongst a people distinguished by many peculiari- directed them to the Knruman Hiver, there to take 
ties in their character and circnmstances from most up their quarters, and carry on harter and trade as 
of those described. Unaccustomed to the control Kok and Edwards ha<l formerly done. Though 
of other powers, and living at a great distance from the latter remained several years in the country, 
the confines of civilized society, they were remark- they uever appear, from all I could learn of the 

C'on,·inct!d or the transforming effects of the Gospel, en•n o~er 
chieftains, who. Lhough str;tn:.!_tirs to the inw:1rd teachings of 
the ~pirii of God, anrl notwi1hs:andiog the b:meful example 
or somti c,11le1l Christians before thr.ir eyes, instl'aJ. of being 
"mamudcrs," ha\·e made sacrilices to promol~ 111:~ace ai-ounct 
tht•m, nnd ::-howu mercy to those by whom 1lwy were lormt!rly 
p1untlert>d. Not Lo mt'ntion Cornelius Kok, 1.hc chief of 
Camptiell, whom the Bl'chuanas h:1\"e hern accustomecl lo 
rt>co~nise ac; ont• of their g-ua1 ,]1ans, Adam Kok of Philippolis; 
Motlubi, the chit'f of the Hatlaris, :t.nd his sons, as also hii1 
hrother .\fahura; ,\[o,!,h .. she, the chicr of 1h~ U:Lsuto, and 
others whosl! names mi~ht Uc mention Pd, cannot, without a 
,·iol:1.tiun of truth, l.Je clc:iignalcll marau<lcJ·s. 

elder natives, who were intimately acrpiainted with 
their proceedings, to have given themselves out as 
instructors of the people. A mission at such a dis­
tauce neces~arily require,] considerable support, 
and this was not at that time afforded to them. so 
that they were compclle<i to be depender:t on their 
flocks and herds and barter to support themselves 
and families. This practice may at first appear 
very plausible; hut 111 most instances it has proved 
detrimental to the interests of missions, for the 
mind, always prone to earth, is impcrccptihly led 
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58 ~m. KOK MUIWEHED.-MURDER OF A FATHER AXD DAUGilTEH. 

astray from its gran<l object by a lucrati vc auxi­
liary. ()u this rock these men appear to haYC 
struck, and both were wrecked. They liwd on 
the Kurnman Hiver, at a considerable <listaucc from 
each other, as they were never harmonious; an<l 
instead of being iu the midst of the people, their 
residences were several miles from the town of 
Molehahangue. They visite<l the colony and 
Cape Town when they had realised a sufficient 
quantity of ivory and cattle to he disposc<l of to 
a<lvantagc. i-:,:war<ls e,·cu went for this purpose 
as far as the lbuangketsi, a powerful nation north 
of the Molapo Hivc,r, an<l ha,·ing ama.sse<l a hand­
some sum and long forsaken his God, he left the 
country, retired to the colony, purchased a farm 
anc.l slaves, and is now, or was smne years since, a 
hoary-hea<lcd infidel. I write what I know, hav­
ing rPasoned with him on the subject, when he 
treated my arguments with ill(!jgnity au<l scoru. 
\Vhat is man when left to himsdf ! 

A different though melancholy fate awaited Kok. 
lie is reported to have been a <levout man ; an<l 
that ,vhich occasioned his <leath docs not necessarily 
imply a <lercliction of duty. One rnoming, when 
going to his folds to survey his flocks, two of his 
men with guns waylaid him, an<l shot him <lead 
upon the spot. These men were Bcchuanns be­
longing to ~lolchabangue, who complained of some 
grievance in reference to remuneration for their 
last journey to the Cape. The king, on hearing of 
the fatal dec<l, orclercd his so11 i\Tothibi to sei?.c the 
murderers. As soon as they were sccure<l he scut 
a message to the widow, requesting her to be the 
executioner, employing the same kind of weapon 
with which they had killed her husband. Although 
deeply afflicted. she coul<l not hut admire the 7.eal 
with which the prince was <letcrmined to punish 
the criminals; nevertheless she begged to be ex­
cused having a hand in the retribution, at the same 
time expressing her thankfolness for the active part 
he had taken in the affair, an<l for the assurances 
he had given her of his protection, an<l sympathy, 
an<l respect. Kok was buried at Gasigonyane, 
close by the spot where the great fountain of that 
name issues from a mass of rugged rocks. The 
mur<lcrcrs suffered the extreme penalty of the Ilc­
chuana law, which, like that of most other nations, 
is deaf/,; and so anxious was ~Iolehabanguc to 
assure those that stoo<l the nearest connected with 
the colony of his in<lip;natiou at the affair, that he 
sent messengers to Griqua Town to relate the facts 
of the case. i\lothi bi, his son, often, in the course 
of familiar conversation with the writer, has rc­
fone<l to the event, an<l the part which he, as prince, 
then took in punishing the offcn<lers. 

While Edwards and Kok were in that country, 
two a<l<litional labourers ,~ere sent out by the 
Dutch ;\[issionary Society; but from the hopeless 
prospect of usefulness, under the .-xisting state of 
things, they abandone<l that field of labour, an<l re­
turned to the colony. The residence of Kok and 
Edwards among such a people, without being 
thoroughly identifie<l with them, was necessarily 
attended with risk, and dcmande<l no common share 
of personal conra:rc- Tranlling also was danger­
ous, from the Bushmen. who had kept up a constant 
predatory warfare with the Bcchuanas from time 
immemorial, an<l upon whoru they wreaked their 

,·engeauce whenever a11 occasion offered. Kok and 
his attendants took no part in these outragt•s; hut 
this <li<l not exempt them ti-om the inveterate hosti­
lity of the Bushmen,-an hostility exercise<l against 
all who po.,sesse<l her<ls or tlocks, as the following 
heart-rending catastrophe will prove :-Kok was ac­
companie<l by two brothers, Griquas, of the name 
of Bcrgover, who affor,lcd him not only society but 
assistance. \Yhcn Kok Yisitcd Cape Town, these 
two remained behind, hut for some reasons thought 
proper soon after to follow hiru with sixty head of 
cattle, an,l a quantity of elephants' teeth, which 
they had obtaine<l by barter. On the thir<l day 
after leaving the Kurnman they were joined by a 
few Bu•hmen, who received from them the offals 
of game which hatl heen kilkd. The ox,·u, how­
e,·er, they po,sesse<l, excited their cupidity. m,d 
tempted the Bushmen to lay plans for their seirnrc. 
The Bergover party consistc<l of two meu able t.o 
hear arms, their mother, theii· wives, and fourteen 
children. The Griquas soon had reason to suspect 
the designs of their visitors, by little provocations 
which their prudence had hitherto overrnled. Oue 
morning, whcu the two brothers were workin:r at 
a little distance from each other, and while one was 
stooping, in the act of repairing the wagon pole, a 
llushmau thrust him through with his spear. His 
daughter, eight years of age, seeing her father fall, 
uttered a shriek, when she, too, was transfixed with 
a spear by auother. The othc,· Griqna, hearing the 
alarm, nn<l behol<ling his brother prostrate iu his 
blood, rushed furiously 011 the eight Bushmen, who 
fled. IIe hurled a small hatchet, which h~ bad in 
his hand, at the murderers; then seizing his gun, 
fired, au<l wounded one in the shoulder; hut all 
escaped, leaving their bows and arrows hehiu<l them. 
Distracting beyond measure must have been the 
situation of the sufferers, with onlv one indivi<lual 
to <lefcll(I them, for days, while passing through the 
country of those who were sure to renew the attack 
with increasiug numbers. They removed from 
their frail wagou the i,·rn-y, which they concealed 
in the ground. They placed in the wagon the 
corpses of their slaughtered relatives, with a Yicw 
to their being interred dnriug the night, to prevent 
their being treated with that indiguity which the 
Bushmeu often offer to the bodies of the slain. 
The next morning they continued their flight, with 
heai·ts bcatiug at the sight of every <listau t object 
which appcare<l like a human \)('ing; for Bushmeu 
were descrie<l ou the height,, watching the progress 
of the weeping and terrified barn!. Another night 
passed on the plain, a sleepless night, except to the 
infants unconscious of their danger. Kext <lay, 
passing a thicket of acacias, a shower of poisoned 
arrows fell around them, like hailstones, some of 
which slightly wounde<l several of the children. 
Bergover fired his gun, and they fled, hut the attack 
was resumed. Thus he continued, with the assist­
ance of his boy, urging on his oxeu; an<l though 
several of them fell under the poisoned arrows, they 
were quickly replaced by others. In the act of 
unyoking them, he an,! his son were both wounded, 
himself severely; ue,·crtheless, the father eontinne<l 
to defon<l his chil<lren an<l her<ls. The gloomy 
night again set in, with the prospect of all being 
butchered. Th,• morning <lawned on them, an<l 
witnessed the closing scene of a catastrophe, at 
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which even those inured to savage life must shud­
tler. Greater numbers of Bushmen appeared, assail­
ing the wagon on all sides; anll the 1noment the 
fath,·r fired his g:nn, all directed their arrows at 
the only individual capahk· of resistance, and to 
whom the agonized mothers and children could 
look for help. They look,•d in vain; sevcrl'ly 
wounded, he staggered to the wagon, while the 
Bushmen seized the oxen, and drove them off, with 
the shout of victory. The wounds were fatal, re­
collection failed, the words died a way on the weep­
ing witlow·s ear, anti in the conrsc of an hour 
Bcrgover ceased to breathe. Here they were, far 
from human aid-three women and thirll'en help 
less children, their only friend and defen,lt·r being 
a ghastly corpse. The axle-tree of their wagon was 
liroken, and llushmen were still hovering around, 
eager to despatch their victims, and seize the re­
maining dranght-oxen which still stood in the 
yoke. Three days and nights of anguish had now 
pasS<•d, without either food or rest. This was a 
period of terror and despair; weeping mothers en­
compasse,l by wounded, distracted, and fatherless 
chiklren, could only lift up their rnices to God in 
prayer; and at that moment, deliverance the most 
unexpected was approaching. The melting scene 
which followed cannot be better clescrihcd than in 
the language of an eye-witness, Dr. Lichtenstein, 
whose description accords exactly with that which 
I received from the lips of one of the snrviviug 
widows:-

" The traveller having been joinecl by Kok on 
his way to the Kuruman, aucl seeing tlie tilt of a 
wagon at a clistancc, writes, ' \Ye hastened up to 
the wagon, aud reached it before we were observed 
by any of the party; at the moment we came up, 
one of the women, seeing us, uttered a loud and 
piercing shriek, and falling prostrate ou the earth 
before Kok, embraced his knees in a tumult of 
agony. In au instant after the children ran to­
wards us, crying, sobbing. ancl lamenting in the 
most piteous manner, so that it was some time before 
my worthy companion, down whose checks tears 
were streaming, had power to ask the unfortunate 
woman where her hushancl was. For a while rc­
newecl sobs were the only answer he could obtain. 
\Ve looked np, and saw, a few paces from us, a boy 
about twelve years of age making a grave with an 
old iron axe, and near him, lying 011 the ground, 
the body of his father, wrapped in a mat. " The 
Bushmen have murdered him," exclaimed the nn­
fortnnate lad, and, letting his axe drop, he broke 
ont into the most hitter cries and lament.1tions.'" 

From the preceding melaucholy tale some idea 
may be formed of travelling through a country 
inhabited hy Bushmen, to whom the traveller is 
entirely unknown, and who, driven to desperation 
by the oppression and spoliation of tlwir more 
powerful neighbours, take the law into their own 
hancls, aml often retaliate on tue unolfoncliog and 
defenceless. 

At a 11erio,l anterior to these events, attempts 
had been made to open an intercourse with the 
Bechuanas, ostensibly for purposes of barter; but 
being generally conducted by such characters as 
justly excited the jealousy of the people, they 
often le(\ to tragical consc,1uences. The following 
may serve as a specimen, among many others which 

might be selected, of the way in which snch iuter­
conrse was caniccl on. A party of some enterprize, 
consisting chietly of Bastanls, entered the interior 
by Great Nama,pm-land. They were well armed, 
mounkd on oxen, and had some women with them. 
When they left, they resolved not to return without 
a fortune. Pursuing their course a great distance, 
along the western boundary of the Southern Zahara, 
and favoured with a rainy season, they clirccted 
their steps cast and south-east, till they reached the 
bed of the lllosheu !liver, where they founcl some 
cattle outposts belongii,g to the Bechuanas, under 
!llolehabanguc, then residing at Lithako ( the Lat­
t:,koo of :lh·. Campbell). llaving nothing to otter 
in exchange, they supplied themselves with what 
they liked; took some of the cattle, despatched 
those who resistecl their deprl'tlations, and pursued 
tueir conrse for some days along the river. They 
reached the metropolis of that part of the country, 
where the tidings of the ro\,hery had anived hl'fore 
them; ancl the inhabitants had the mortification of 
beholding two 01· three of their pack-oxen in the 
possession of the marnuclers. Of course no notice 
was taken, and more than usual courtesy was exhi­
bited towarcls the ragamuffin Yisitors, who, in order 
to keep up an appearance of an abundant quantity 
of ammunition, which in reality was exhausted, 
hacl filled some bags with sand to cleccive the 
natives. \\'hen the appetites of the guests had been 
whetted, and the whole party were anxious for a 
revel in beef, two oxen were presented to them. 
One of them being ,•xtrcmely wild (which was part 
of the stratagem), took fright at the appearance of 
the motley group, darted off, when all pursued, 
cager to secure their fat and tempting prey. This 
was the moment fol' revenge, and at a given signal 
several were speared at once. The others rallied, 
and retreated to one of the stone folds; but having 
scarcely any powcler and shot, they made but a 
feeble resistance. J\lercy in vain was asked, no 
quarter was giwn ; and night put a close to the 
struggle, when the Bechuauas Jay down by fires, 
surrounding their intended victims, as they usually 
do, even on the field of battle, ancl slept. Those of 
the travellers who were uot wounded, aided by the 
darkness of the night, made their escape, ancl di­
rected their course southwarcl, as the colony was in 
that direction. At day-light the women and 
wouudecl were all despatched; allll those who hacl 
c,;capecl were pursued for three succt•ssive days, 
with the cletemiination to exterminate the whole 
p~rty. They bacl well nigh succeeded, for one 
alone of about fifty, coverL..J. with wounds, ,·cached 
the waterfall at the Orange River, there to relate 
the horrible catastrophe which they had drawn upon 
themselves, ancl to raise the lme-and-cry against the 
Bechuanas, a.s savages of uo common degree of 
barharism. 

Dr. Lichtenstein was the first traveller who vi­
sited the Batlapis, having with him J\lr. Kok, who 
had lived some time with that people; and he was 
able at that early period, 1805, to give a tolerably 
accurate account of their hahits an,\ customs. Ilis 
specimens of their language, though assisted hy 
Kok, do credit to his ear. During his stay, which 
was short, he received every demonstration of kincl­
ness from l\Iolehabangue, who with his people re­
sidecl at that time near the Kuruman River. 
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GO DI/. COWAN A;\'D CAPTAIN DENOVAN.-CIIEEIUNG PROSPECTS. 

The next travellers who ,·isited these regions, 
were Dr. Cowan and Captain Denovan, who had a 
respectable and effici,•ut party, with two wagons, 
under the ansJJices of the English gowrnment, in 
the year 180i. The object of the expedition was, 

1 

to pass through the Bcchuana country, and pene­
trate to the l'ortuguc,se settlements m•ar l\Iosam­
hiqne. They passed·successfnlly through the various 
trilws of Batlapis, Barolongs, Bauangkctsi, and 
Baknenas," and perished at no great distance from 
the eastern coast, lmt by what means, has nc,·cr 
been asccrtaim·d. \\'hen the writer was in the 
Bakuena country, about 300 miles north-east of 
Lithako, he met an indiviclual who had accompanied 
the expedition as a guide to a river, from descrip­
tion supposed to he the Sofala, where he stated he 
left them; they intending to cross the stream, and 
proceed along its course to the ocean. 

Jn the year 1812, Dr. Burchell ,·isiwd that 
country, and pushed his scientific and pcrscwring 
researches as far as Chui', a considerable distanc,• 
north-west of Lithako; and it was the intention of 
that enterprising travelkr to advance much farther 
into the interior, and even to pass through the Ka­
lagare desert, to Kongo, the Portugnese· settlement 
on the west coast; but he found it impossible to 
persuade any of his attendants to accompany him, 
and was therefore ouliged to desist. Burchcll's 
Travels are by far more correct aud iutcresting than 
auything of the kind which has been written; and 
his drawings, as well as his descriptious of the 1wlil'e 
character, arc exceedingly graphic. While his rnc­
cessful res,•archcs in the field of botany reflect g1·eat 
credit on his patience, ability, and jnllgm,•11t, his 
strictures on the Sechuana language show him to 
have been a diligent student, possessing· an accurate 
car. Had I possessed lhe work when engaged in 
forming a system of orthography, by rednciug the 
language to writing, I should have derived great 
assistance from it; but having met with it only 
since my return to this country, I have been much 
struck with the remarkable coiucidcnce of our ideas, 
while reduci11g the Sechuana to a written lanl!ltage. 
Great allowance, however, ought to be made for the 
mistakes of early travellers in writing names and 
words, for nothing hut long lnbour all<! observation 
can enable any one to catch distinctly the different 
sounds of what appears to proce,•d from a simple 
expression of the voice. Such individuals arc often 
misled by interpreters who have but a ,·ery partial 
knowleugc themselves, a11d what they have is merely 
picked np in a casu,,l way, and without any regard 
to grammatical principles. This is very evident in 
the writings and communications of those who have 
visited the country, and it appears that each trm·eller 
and missionary adopted new names, which uitlen·d 
only from those who had gone before•, and who were 
the most correct. It is, however, difficult to explain 
why persons associating with the Bcchuanas should 
write Bootslmanas, Boschuanas, Ilotchuanas, and 
;\Joschuanas; J.attakoo for Lithako; Krooman for 
Kurnman; !llateebe a11d ;.\Iatcvi for i'llothibi; and 
Jlachapins and :'llachapis for Batlapis; and Bncha­
raquas for Ratlaros, &c. The sound of II, nearly 
I ike the Welsh II, is omitted, as well as the guttural, 
Ly Englislnnen. who find a difficulty in prono11ncing 
them; and this may possibly accmmt for the absence 

• Tht> liltter call the111st>lHs Bakone. 

of these sounds in the 11amcs they attempt to render; 
hnt this subject will be resumed in the chapter on 
language, &c.* 

From the time the Griq11a Town mission was 
commenced, and even prior to that period, parties 
of lkchnanas had occasional intercourse with them 
for purposes of barter ; and they entertained a high 
regard for the Kok family, ou account of important 
sen·ices rendered to them by the late Cornelius, the 
father of that family. When they were snflering 
from the d,•predations made Ly Bloom and other 
marauders, this nohlc-minded man disinterestedly 
espoused their cause, and put a stop to the destruc­
tive inroads of these desperadoes. 

The simple and faithful nanative which the late 
Hev. John Campbell gives of his travels in Sonth 
Africa has long been justly admired. Hal'ing oc­
casion to visit the ,!if1crent missionary stations, as 
the agent and representative of the Loudon l\lis• 
sionary Society, accompanied hy Mr. Ilead and 
several Griquas, he visited Lithako, and was cor­
dially welcomed by the Hechuanas, ;\lothihi, the 
chief of the Batlapis, and other tribes. To come in 
contact with a people so superior, and open a path 
to one of the most interesting and populous fields 
of missionary labour, was an object worthy of the 
man. Mr. Campbell's object was not scie11tific re­
search. His aim was still higher-the promotion 
of that cause of which science is bnt the handmaid. 
To cast his eyes over a field so im·iting,-to hear 
the buzz of thousands of immortal beings, and a Lo Ye 
all, the declaration of the chief,-" Send mission­
aries,-! will he a father to tlwm ;" this was one of 
the happiest nwments in the life of a man -whos<> 
whole soul was engaged in an entcrpl'isc which had 
a special reference to the welfare of the poor de­
graded African, and the spread of the Redeemer's 
cause throughout the world. Every e,·cnt in that 

.. As many wortl,; in the Sechuan:t l:mgu;1g-P will nt>Ct>ssarily 
occur in this anti the following- chaptt'r~, a iew n•m,trks 011 

lht~ orthog-raphy may Lt" fuunJ ust'ful to those who wou\J. 
wish lo prouounce them correctly. Tlw a 1s :-0111ull1d likt" ft 

in falh'"'r; e liker i11 clt•mt>ncy; C..., ith an accent, lik.- ai in 
hail; i lilw N' in le1•k, or re in St't'; u iikt• u in holt'; u like 
1lin rule: till' .1/ is ahrn~s ll~t>tl as acousonant. Th1•,;t' Yow1•ls 
art' l011:,! or sl1ort accordin~ to thPir positioo in the w01·J. 
Ch, rep~csent,·J in B,•chuana hooks hy tht' Italhn r, is soumtt'<l 
likt' c/i ID chanct!; g i.s a soft :,!Utlural; gh, th, kh, art• stion~ 
a!-.piralt':->; tl, like tlw \Yelsh It 11recl'flt'd Uy at; 119, whirh 
is rt'pr1•senteil in 1he \Hillt'u lang:ua~e hy lhl:' Spani:.h ll, has 
the riu~in~ l-ound of 119 in sin:,:-. Thi.s outline will ,•uaLlt• 
auy one to ri•,ul tl1e St'chuana l:111g11a~t' with tolerahlt• conect­
ucss. Jt may lw f,l'oper lo remark here, 1hat th,· n11tional 
name of tlH' veople is Bechna.na, v. hicl1 is simply the plmnl 
or ~lochnana, a single inili,·i,lual. ~l•chuaua is an ndjt'<.·th·t", 
and is acl•orc.hnµ-ly 1q1pli1·tl to d1•si:,:n:1tc anything .ht!longin~: 
tu tlw nation. A rt it.'ic Srclrnanai' l)o you know Secl1ua.11a? 
langua~t' hdog- undersl:)011. From tht';t! \\'Ol'tls all the dir .. 
fel't'lll names whicl1 ha,·ti ht•c>n giv,•n to that ]Wliph~ to,1k th11 ir 
ri:--1~. They ore calletl Briqnas hy th1• llottl'Ultlt llihes, from 
/Jrin, a. ~oat, anti qu,,, a pt'ople; t"itlll.'T from tllt'ir partiali1y 
lo :,:11ats, or from out' prinl·ipal 11art of tlll'ir rnimcut l>L•iu~ 
ma<le from th1• skin or tlw kid. Errors iu such 11amt"s :ut" 
rnry t'asily 11ccounlc<l for. Dutch spcakt>rs nol liei11g- ,,l1le 
t1•111lily to prououuce the cli, m;:.k1• its, n111l 1h11s Bw,-11:urns; 
whi11• tlw u:11in•s are so co1ulesrcndiug in this n•s. L'Cl to a 
slran.~t'r, lhaL how absu1·1l soe,·t'r hi,;. prouunciatiou, tht'y will 
imitate ii '"ilh gu•at 11reci .. ion, anti ap11Jaud l1im ft1r hi:-. skill. 
I h:,w fr1·qu1•11tly IJt't'll amaz1•rl to llf'ar how p1omptly ll11•y 
will aha11clo11 all th,· rnh•s an,l ellphouy of tht"ir la11:,!11a~"• 
tnruiu~ it. to a pcrh•ct jargon, in onler to Le umlerstnod hy 
I hose who are cumparati,·t'ly i~'lloraut The lan:,:uil:.{l' is soft 
and mellifluous, L'\'ery word ending w;Lh a ,·o,,·t'I, l'XCl'pling 
uouns in the ablaLh·t• case, p\ur:1I ,·,·rb~, ,·t'rhs dt•linit1• 1 ;mi\ 
the interroga•h·t!s why, how, antl what, all of whid1 enJ. with 
the nugiu:; ft. 



l\llSSIOXAJ:IES SEXT TO LITIIAKO.-GLOOl\lY HEFLECTIOXS. 61 

important journey autho1·ize<l the most sanguine ex­
pectations on the part ofl\lr. C., an<l he viewed that 
as the most interesting period of his nluable life, 
the prrlu<le to a new era in the history of our African 
missions. After a circuitous comse castwar<l from 
Lithako, he returned to Griqua Town, and pro- , 
ccede<l to N"amaqua-land, to which reference has I 
already been made; aud, after accomplishing his . 
important and successful journey, he returned to 
England. llis graphic and deeply interesting de­
tails produce,! a thrilling effect on the minds of the 
Christian pnblic, who gave ample proof of their 
estimate of his labours aud travels hy their increased 
liberality towards the objects of missionary ,ocieties 
in general, and the mission to the Hechuanas in 
particular. 

In 18 I 5, Messrs. Evans, Hamilton, Williams, and 
llarker, left England, to prnceed directly to Lithako, 
and with the most sangnine hopes of a hearty wel­
come from the protfored paternal care of ;\lothihi, 
who they were led to helievc would dance for joy 
on their arrival. With these animating prnspects, 
?.Iessrs. Evans and Hamilton left Bethelsdorp, Mr. 
Barker having remained behind in the colony, and 
;\ir. Williams preferring an opening to Kafir-:and. 

On thdr reaching Griqua Town, they were kindly 
r~ccivcd and encouraged by the brethren of that 
station. The late Adam Kok of Philippolis, Jan 
Ile11drcck, arnl others, as interpreters, and as men 
of influ,mce with the Bechuanas, determined to ac­
company them to Lithako. This was the more 
desirable, as the Bechuanas, though heathens, having 
received signal services from Kok's father, greatly 
respected him, who was an excellent character, 
possessed of sound judgment, and amiahle disposi­
tion. 

They reached the metropolis of that part of the 
country on the I ;th of February, 1816; and the 
whole pa1ty, with their wagons, were admitted into 
the public square, when l\lothibi, with many of his 
people, came up and shook hJnds with them. l\lo­
thibi"s first question to A. Kok was, •· \\'hat have 
you brought for barter?" This was very natural 
for veople who could not he supposed to have any­
thing like correct notions of the real object of the 
missionaries. It nevertheless appeared that their 
minds were made up on the subject; for, when in­
formed of their object, a11d that they were the men 
promised by lllr. Campbell, chagrin marked the 
con11tenance of Mothihi, and strong tokens of dis­
approbation were evinced by the subordinate chiefs. 
This was a comfortlcss reception for those who had 
made a long voyage ; passed tedious and fatiguing 
months of gipsy life, in a desert and dangerous 
road; and had now reached the spot on which all 
their atfoctions and hopes had ccntered, as the scene 
of fntnre lahour ! In the evening, Kok, in a more 
formal way, introduced the missionaries to the king, 
when they presented to him the gifts of tobacco 
and beads which tbey had brought for that purpose; 
and ;\lahuto, the queen, also came in for a share. 
This was quite enough "to sweeten the heart,'" as 
the nati,·es express it. At this favonraule juncture, 
when they were exercised with uncertainty as to 
the result, and their desires were raised to the God 
in whose hands arc the hearts of all men, Kok again 
stated their object, and referred to the promise 
made by the king to ;\lr. Campbell. He answered, 

"They may come, and protect me; hut they waut 
water, much water." Then, directing their atten­
tion to the Kuruman Jliver, he immediately pro­
ceeded to con verse on other su hjects. II e was again 
reminded that Mr. Hamilton was a worker in wood, 
and that auother missionary was on the way who 
was a. smith, and could make hatchets, &c. This 
statement evidentlv afforded him satisfaction, and 
he oliservcd, at the

0 

same time, to Kok, that he could 
not think of refusing persous recommended by him. 
lie still hesitated, howewr, cordially to approve of 
their wish to reside with him, his excuse being, 
•· There is no water. there arc no trees; the people 
have customs, and will not hear." He was assured 
that the missionaries only desired to remai11 in 
order to communicate iustruction to those willing to 
receive it. After a couple of days' intercourse, 
during which they could elicit nothing satisfactory, 
the ki11g at one time assenting, then vromising, aml 
then cancelling. lie at length appealed to his people, 
of whose jndgmcnt in the affair he said he would 
approve, repeating his wish that the missionaries 
would go and reside on the Kuruman river, and 
traffic with them, as Edwards and Kok had done. 
but that th<>y should 011 110 account teach the people: 
lllothilii then addressed his sulijects thus: "Speak 
your minds. \\'hen the men were at the other 
place,'' viz., i\lessrs. Campbell and Head, "you re­
mained silent, and when they departed you blamed 
me." lllany of the people then exclaimed, ." The 
missionaries must not come here;" and the king re­
sponded, "The missionaries mnst not come here!" 

The Kuruman River being upwards of thirty miles 
distant, and the country without inhabitants, they 
had no alternative hnt to return to Griqua Town, 
and thus was changed iuto more than the gloom of 
sadness, the pleasing prospect which the mission­
aries had, during their journey, painted in sue!, 
glowing colours ;-a king their nursing father-a 
people willing to receive the heavenly boon-over­
flowing audiences, in temples erected to Jehovah­
the buzz of infant voices dbrating in the missionary's 
ear in the crowded school-room; and the healing 
streams of the water of life fertilizing the moral 
desert around. Instead of receiving gift,, as a means 
of promoting their temporal comfort, which, as the 
messengers of peace, whose object it was to impart 
the blessinl!s of eternal life, they might haYe ex­
pected, they wcrP snrronndcd by a host of importu­
nate heggars, rich and poor, wonying them for 
tobacco and other articles, and as if determined to 
demonstrate their alliance to those who persecuted 
our Lord and his senants, the barbarous people 
followed these rejected heralds of salvation, as they 
re-yoked their wagons and departed from the place, 
with hooting and derisive vociferations, "Away 
with the white people,'' &c. With sorrowful hearts 
they retraced their weary steps over the waste­
howling wilderness, in which there were few charms 
to engage, or in auy degree to relieve their miuds 
from the dark and heart-rending scenes which they 
had left behind, and which threw a shadow more 
gloomy still, on minds alive to the awful conse­
quences of shaking off the dust of their feet against 
a city containing many thousands of immortal 
beings. Th,,y mused on the mystery not uncom­
monly attached to the ways of Him, \fho, tho1111h 
too wise to err, has Bis footsteps in the sea, aud llis 
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path in the mighty waters. It may be profitable to 
trace the cause of this unexpected and mortifying 
receptio11, to its true source, as it exhibits to our 
view, how vigilant are the powers of darkness, when 
they witness their kingdom which, for a lapse of 
ages, has been kept in peace, about to be assailed 
hy those who are appointed to break down their 
strongholds, and erect the standard of Him whose 
right it is to reign: and how good is often brought 
out of evil hy Ilim, whose judgments are revealed 
even among the heathen. 

lleforc the missionari,•s visited Lithako, C. Buys, 
to whom reference was made in treating on the 
mission to Kafir-la11d, h:ul removed to the vicinity 
of the Yellow and Hart Ilivers, and had intercourse 
with the Bedmauas. Into their minds he diffused 
his principles, which were hostile to the colonial 
government, and succeeded in making willing con­
verts. Among them was Mothibi's brother. This 
man was at Lithako while the missionaries were 
there, and it was through his influence that tlicy 
were rejected. This same person, in returning to 
the Ilart ltiver, probably to announce to Buys liis 
success in opposing the settlement of the teachers at 
Lithako, was shot dead hy the poisoned arrows of 
the llushmen. After this enemy was removed, it 
appears that ~lothihi felt more fa\"Ourahly towards 
those whom, with some degree of hesitation, he had 
refused as residents with his people. Messrs. Ha­
milton and Evans were still waiting at Griqua Town 
for an opening; and in one of their itinerating 
journeys, they were told the king now seemed 
willing to receive them. This influenced them to 
make another journey to Lithako, hut l\lothihi, with 
about 1200 of his men, being absent for a month, 
they were compelled, by want of provisions, to re­
turn. Although their prospect had now hegnn to 
hrighten a little,;\[ r. Evans, on returning to Griqua 
Town, relinquished the mission altogether, being 
disappointed in the character of the people, as well 
as in the language, which it was his special object 
to ac~uire, and reduce to writing. He returned to 
Graaf Reinct, entered the Dutch Church, and, after 
a short career, died at Craddock. 

CHAPTER XV. 

~lr. Head succPcds iu obt:linin~ cunseut-Great wis<lom rc­
quirC'<l-Su~piciuns of Lhe nati,·cs-Dinicully of obtaiuing­
conlidC'nc~-A Commando defc:\Lcd-Encouraging tokcus 
An untoward circumslance-~1 r. Cam11hell's <le11arlure­
The lonf stolen-The Author returns to 1he :\lj3.-;iou-l'osi• 
lion or 1he )lissiouary among: the Bechuanas-Diff't"rence 
of :'\lis,ionary liclds-Pcculiar (lifficullil•~-Tolal ah,cnet> 
of i<lolatry-Early profession,; no C'rit.erion-A rain-maker's 
reasonin:,.:--Bcclmana ~o\"ernmeut-Pitshos. nath·c parlia­
lllt'nt-Natiuuul customs-J:farriers to the Gospel-Labours 
of lhf! womt'll-lkchunna clmraclt'r-Lichtcnsteiu anrl 
Tliompson's testimonies. 

NoTWITIIFTAXI>I:<G these gloomy reverses, l\Ir. 
Hamilton. nothing daunted, resol\'ed on making 
another effort. In the mean time, lllr. Read ar­
rived at Griqua Town with a large party of 
llottentots, from Bethelsdorp; and as there were 
uo provisions for their support, ~Ir. Hamilton was 
compelled to proceed to the colony for supplies, 

without which their stay at Lithako must have 
been but temporary; while Mr. Read continued his 
journey, determining either to settle at that place 
or at the Kuruman l:iver, which the Bcchuanas had 
recommended. On reaching the town, lllr. Head 
thought it prudent to take no notice of l\Iothihi's 
refusal of the brethren, but simply to remind him 
of the agreement with Mr. Campbell, and told him 
" that ;\lr. C. had influenced the good people be­
yond the Great Waters to send missionaries· that 
they rejoiced much at his promise to receive them, 
and had been very generous in ~ending by the 
missionaries a plentiful supply of articles to nrnke 
him and his people happy, some of which were at 
Griqua Town, and some at Dethelsdorp, but which 
should be sent for." This information produced 
the desired effect on l\Iothibi's mind, and softened 
down his opposition. t-iome approved of the mis­
sionaries remaining, but not to preach or to teach ; 
and others on condition that they should aid them 
in their expeditions to plunder the Bauangketsi 
nation. To the latter stipulation they would not 
accede ; hut at the same time assured them that, 
should an enemy invade the town, assistance won hi 
be gi ,·en by the missionaries. By kindness and 
perseverance, the various objections raised against 
their residence with them were eventually over­
come. Thus was an important point gained; and 
which, of course, ought to be the first sought hy snch 
as would introduce the gospel to barbarians; but 
it requires no little caution and prudence, in such 
a critical juncture, to avoid introducing a system 
which may afterwards involve either themselves 
or their successors in responsibilities and engan-e­
ments, which circumstances put it out of th~ir 
power to conliuue or fulfil. I confess l know of 
no part of the missionary's life in which he more 
requires the wisdom of the serpent in union with the 
harmlessness of the dove, than iu his first inter­
course with a savage people. \\'hat wisdom, what 
meekness, are necessary to him who proposes to 
introduce the elements of a spiritual empire, to 
sweep away refuges of lies, to prostrate idols and 
altars iu the dust, to abolish rites and ceremonies, 
to transform barbarous and antiquated judicial 
systems, and, after apostolical example, " to turn 
the world upside down !" 

As a people like the Beelrnnnas, who never had 
the slightest idea of idols, or of idol service, could 
have 110 notion whatever of the ohjeet of mission­
aries, beyond that of secular interests, it is necessary 
to refer to the temporal advantages to be expected 
from the estahlishmeut of Christianity, and this is 
the critical moment which gives a character to 
succeeding )'Cars! While they had had intercourse 
with the Griquas, amongst whom they had wit­
nessed the progress and results of missionarv 
lahonrs, they were not ignorant of the politiral 
connexion in which they stood to the colony; and 
had 1,ecn informed by some of the evil-disposed, 
that the missionary there was an agent of govem­
ment, und a pioneer to prepare, hy pacific measures, 
the minds of the natives for the control of a foreign 
power. Thus, kind promises, a profusion of gifts, 
bodily senice, fascinating as these were to such 
thorou_ql,lg s,11.,uul beings as were the Bechuanas, 
did not entirely remove th<•ir suspicions, that the 
missionaries were only the emissaries of the 
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colonial gonrnor. I ha,·e frequently heard at 
a subsequent periml, the views which were then· 
entertaineu by lllCll who arc now instrnctcu, en­
lightened, anu estahlishcd in the faith of th,• gospel, 
aud on whose miuds not a lingering doubt remains 
that the missionaries arc in<ieeu the messengers of 
the church of Gou. These men, in their natural 
state altogether devoted to sensual cujoymcnts, 
uan-owly watched the conduct of the strangers, as 
well as that ot' their attendants; al1ll what might 
haYc he(•n suppoS<'U unknown, or too minute for 
the apparently obtuse perceptions of the popular 
rahhle, was analysed with scrntiny and precision, 
ma! ucductions were drawn rarely in favour of the 
objects of their observation. 

From these remarks the reader will perceive how 
mul'h missionaries n•,1uirc Diviuc guidance iu their 
first intercourse with heathen trihcs anu nations. 
It is extremely uiflicult ad,•,p1ately to conceive of 
the extent of the ignorance even of their wise men, 
ou subjects with which infants are conversant in 
1his country. Yet it cannot \Jc denieu, in spite of 
general app,•ar.u1ces, that they arc acute reasoners, 
anu o\Jser,·ers of me11 anu manners. llut to return: 
the prospect of a permanent settlement on the part 
of the missionaries uiu not depell([ upon the caprice 
of one, \Jut of many; anu especially on l\luhuto, 
the queen, whose intluence OYCI' her hushaud was 
great. Her finour was not procured without a 
,·ery considerable tax upon the comfort of the mis­
sionaries, whose resources, she presumeu, were at 
her commauu. She, with many others, like the 
nrnltituue of old, coulu express her attachment 
and admiration so long as the loaves and fishes 
were available! Not unfrequently, if she was in• 
censed, she would instigate her husband to acts in 
themsdves harsh and seYere. Iler favour, there­
fore, was of no little importance when it coulu be 
secured. Nor is this at all surprising to those 
familiar with the he:tthen character; hut woe to 
those who remain, or who succeed to carry on the 
work, anu to struggle with the uifficulties con­
sequent on such a system! We rarely find that 
this n10de of proceetliug: a1nong ignorant savages, 
eventually melts away in the light of gospel day. 
There are exceptions; but these are associatcu 
with painful and protracted conflicts with the evils 
which the system now deprecated engenders. 

The brethren hau not remaiueu long at Lithako, 
before an event occurred, which, though disastrnus 
in iLsel f. prouuced consequences of great importance 
to the future interests of the mission. l\Iothibi 
mustereu a large expedition against the Bakucnas, 
11early two hunured miles to the north-east. Their 
ohject was to capture cattle. The supposed in­
vi11cible commanuo was repulsed, driven, and 
scattereu. l\Iany were slaiu, others were dashed 
to pieces over precipices; and :llothihi, wounded 
iu the foot, narrowly escaped with the loss of 
many of his warriors. The women had jnEt Leeu 
wailing over the loss of many cattle taken by the 
Bauaugketsi; and now their husbanus were gone 
to inflict the same distress on others! Bitter were 
their lamentations, as each s11ceeedi11g party an­
nounced to many a distracted mother and child, 
that they were widows and orphans. Soon after 
this calamitous event, l\lothi\Ji and the majority of 
the town were influenced to remo,·e to the Kuruman 

Hiver, which was in June, 18li. From this 
period to the arrival of the author, in company 
with· ;\lr, Campbell, iu 1820, the interests of the 
mission continued to fluctuate, but without any 
dccisiYe eviu,•nccs of the influences of the Holy 
Spirit beiug ponred out. The public services were 
carried on, though \Jy means of very imperfect in­
terpreters; a serious urawback, of which, however, 
they were not su11iciently aware at that time. 
l\'otwithsta11uiug these auu mauy other impedi­
ments, goou was being uone, aud the natives were 
gradually led to believe that the missionaries were 
their friends, though, as it afterwards appeared, 
few indeeu attenucd for the sake of instruction. 
Ahont this time au event occurred, which produced 
a very unpleasant sensation on the minds of the 
llechuanas. A fair had bcen established at Beau­
fort, a village on the northern boundaries of the 
colony, for the purpose of affordiug means to the 
Griquas aud Bechnanas, to avail themselves, at one 
season of the year, of an opportunity of purchasing, 
by barter, what they might require. A consiuer­
able party of Bcchnanas were persuaded to go, but 
they returned disappointed and mortifieu; and 
three of their 1mm her were drowned in cro,sing 
the Orange Ilh·er. They were not able to obtain 
the beads aud other articles they desireu, and were 
rather roughly treated by some of the farmers, 
from whom they expected to receive the same 
attentions as from the missionaries. The journey 
was to them nnprofitable and disastrous: and they 
long suspected anu insinuated that they were ad­
vised to go thither, to be robbed anu treated with 
contun1<•ly. 

l\Ir. Campbell, after his -.-cry successful journey 
to the llahurutsi, at Kmrichaue, about two hunured 
miles north-cast of Lithako, returned, accompanied 
\Jy l\Ir. Head, to the colony, while I was appointed 
to remain at Griqua Town for a short season, and 
then join the mission at tbe Kurnman. 

l\Irs. l\Ioflat and myself could not but feel deeply 
when we bade what, at that time, we supposed to 
he a long anu a last adieu, to the man who had 
ahrnys been dear to us, and who was then still 
dearer. We hau travelled with him oYer many an 
African hill and plain; we had helu converse with 
each other on the interests of Christ's kingdom in 
Africa; and we hau often bowed our knees toge­
ther before the throne of God, on behalf of the 
sable sons anu daughters of that desolate country 
among whom we wanuereu, and for whose sakes 
we were strangers in a strange lauu. The memory 
of our beloveu friend is Hry pleasant. It was 
refreshing to meet him once more on our return 
to our native shores. He has now terminated his 
pilgrimage, and entered iuto rest. Let us who 
survive imitate him who now, through faith and 
patience, inherits the promis,-s I 

lllr. Hamilton was now left alone, to struggle 
with a variety of difficulties. His lot had been a 
haru one. In addition to great manual labour, in 
digging a long watercourse, preparing grounu, and 
building, he had heen compelled, from his scanty 
allowance, to toil with his own hands, to preserve 
himself and family from perfect beggary, while 
exposeu to heavy taxes to keep nobles in goou 
humour, cnuuring unremitting liberties, taken hy 
those who seemed to think that they hau a lawful 
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right to obtain, by any and by all means, what 
they could lay hands upon of the missionary's 
property. One <lay, having no mills at that time 
to grind corn, he sat down, according to ancient 
custom, and with two lian<l-stones, as they were 
called, the upper being turned with a handle fixed 
into tll(' top, he labonrc<l and perspired for half a 
<lay, in order to obtain as much meal as would 
make a loaf sufficient to serve him (then alone) 
for at least eight days. Having kneaded ancl 
hake<l his gigantic loaf, such a one as had not graced 
his shelf for many a montli, he went to the chapel, 
and returned to his hut in the cvcuing, with a 
keen appetite, promising himself a treat of his 
coarse home-made bread, when, alas ! on opening 
the door of his hut, and very natnrally casting his 
eye to the shelf, he perceived the loaf was gone. 

1 Some one !,ad forced open the only little wiudow, 
whicli uppcare<l too small for a human being to 
enter, but which served as a place of egress for 
thief and loaf too; and thus vanished all his hopes 
for bread to supper, and to many succcc<liug 
meals. 

Xot discouraged by a multitude of similar mor­
tifications, he contiuued his cheerl,•ss au<l noiseless 
career, his heart glowing with compassion for 
perishing souls, instant at all seasons to recommend 
the Savionr's love, and !iis iron frame of body 
daily bending to hard labour. lie did not possess 
those means by which a few, who bad been in­
/luencc<l to attend to instructions, might be pre­
vaile,I upon to persevere. The results of the 
Beaufort fair still rauklc,l in their minds; a11d 
when Mr. Hamilton imp1ire<l for tile young people 
who were wout to profess a desire to learu, he 
found the spell was broken which had for a season 
made them the objects of liopc. This lay heavy 
upon his mind, as. thougli a most faithful, laborious, 
and perse,·cring missionary, he was very naturally 
concerned lest he might be charged with depfrcing 
them of a single privilege, or manifrsting the 
shadow of inattention to the interests of the meanest 
child. 

In l\Iay, 1821, according to arrangements made 
when :Mr. Campi.Jell left the country, I returned, 
with my family, to the mission; an eveut earnestly 
desired and prnyed for by l\Ir. Hamilton, as well 
as ourselves, aud wliicb would have tahn place 
much earlier, had not paramount duties at Griqua 
Town prevented. The following cliaptcrs will 
contain the continuation of missionary contlicts for 
successive years, during which our faith was 
scnrcly tried, while the object of our incessant 
labours and prayers seemed to fly farther from our 
grasp. As each succeeding wave rolled heavier 
and <larker still over our heads, the heathen would 
ask, in derision, ""'here is your God?" They 
will also exliibit the <lawn of gospel light on the 
minds of that people, the triumph of Divine truth 
1·rowning our lahours with success; so that now, 
instead of a solitary missionary station, once like 
the hnming bush, we can look, with feelings uo 
pen can describe, on tem pies raisl'<l to J cbovah, 
and crowds ass!'mb!c<l, not to hear the vocifcra­
tious of the fierce warrior, or the eloquent and 
martial strains of the senator, labouring to arouse 
his audience to rcveuµ;c and war, but the lieaveuly 
message of peace and love. 

Our <lay, sabbatb, and infant schools, as also our 
printing-presses, arc at work, to &upply the in­
creasing wants of a reading population; while the 
advanced standard-bearers see opening doors, arnl 
hear l\lacedoniau voices saying, " Come over and 
help ns." The Basuto country, once the theatre of 
plunder and bloodshed, is now studded witli mis­
sionary stations of the French Evangelical and 
Wesleyan l\l issionary Societies; so that, from the 
eastern borders of the Southern Zahara to Port 
Xatal, a phalanx presents itself, which, if zealously 
supported by faith and prayer, will ere long enter 
the trophies, and advance towards nations which 
will require another mode of warfare, to oppose 
pioneers of Islam delusion. 

From tlic brief notices already given of the 
difficulties the missionaries had to encounter in 
obtaining a footing, a111I the still greater in ad­
vancing the objects of the mission, arising from the 
peculiar character and customs of the people, the 
reader will be comparatively prepared for the 
detail of events recorded in subsequent pages. The 
situation of the missionary among the Bcchuanas 
is peculiar, <lilforing, with slight exception, from 
any other among any nation on the ,face of the 
earth. Ilc has no idolatry to arrest his progress, 
and his mind is not overwhelmed with the horrors 
which are to be found in countries where idols and 
idol temples are resorted to by millions of de­
Yotecs; his cars arc never stunned by their orgies; 
his eyes arc not offended by human au<l other 
sacrifices, nor is he the spectator of the unhappy 
widow immolated on the funeral pile of her hus­
band; the infant screams of l\Ioloch's victims never 
rend Lis heart. He meets with 110 sacred streams. 
nor hears of voluntary victims to prnpitiate the 
anger of imaginary deities. He seeks in vain to 
find a temple, an altar, or a single emblem of 
heathen worship. No fragments remain of former 
<lays, as mementoes to the present generation, that 
their anc(•stors ever loYcd, served, or reverenced 
a being greater than man. A profound silence 
reigns on this awful snhject. Satan has been too 
successful in leading captive at his will a majority 
of the human race, by an almost ('ndlcss Yariety of 
ileitics. As if creation were not sutliciently profuse, 
vanity has excited a host of inventive and dege­
nerate minds to form images, of every shape and 
size, exhibiting the honid, tlic ludicrous, and the 
obscene. While Satan is obviously the author of 
the polytheism of other nations, he has employed 
his agenry, with fatal success, in erasing every 
vestige of religious impression from the 'minds of 
the Bcchnanas, Hottcntots, and Bushmen; leaving 
them without a singly ray to guide them from the 
dark and dread futurity, or a single link to unite 
them with the skies. 

Thus the missionary could make no appeals to 
Icgcu<ls, or to altars, or to an unknown God, or to 
ideas kindred to those he wished to impai1. His 
was uot the work of turning the stream haclnrnr<l 
to its ancient course. Thei1· religions system, like 
those streams in the wilderness which lose tlicm­
S(•hes in the sand, had eutirely disappt•are<l; and 
it <levol vc<l on the missionaries to prepare for 
the gracious distribution of the waters of salvation 
in that desert soil, sowing the seed of the word, 
breathing many a prayer, and shedding many a 
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tear, till the Spirit of Go<l, should cause it to vegc- l\Ir. Campbell, and one of the most sensible ancl in­
tate, and yield the fruits of righteousness. telligent men of the nation, than whom no one at 

It lms often occnrrccl to me while perusi11g the the station ha<l enjoyed c,111al privileges, ma<lc the 
letters aucl journals of missionaries in ludia, how following remark to the writer, in his usual aflec­
vcry tlifforcnt our mode of hus\Jaudry is from theirs, tionatc way, not long before his death,-" Ha-:'llary, 
though lauouring in the same vineyard, with the your customs may Le good enough for you, but 1 
same instruments, aml having the same ouject in nc,·er sec that they fill the stomach," putting his 
view, the gathering in of spiritual fruit to the band on his own; "I would like to live with you, 
garner of our Goel. Our difficulties are certainly because you arc kiud, and could give me medicine 
of a widdy different character, and some have when I am sick. Though I am the uncle of l\Jo­
thou7ht ours in Africa small compared with those thibi, I am the dog of the chief, and must gather up 
which our brethren have to encounter in India and the crumhs (gorge at festivals). I am one of the 
elsewhere. This may be so; hut <luring years of ciders of the people, and though I am still a yonth 
apparently fmitlcss labour, I have often wished to (seventy yeal's !) my thoughts au<l perceptions are 
find something, by which I could lay hold on the neither so s,fift nor acute as they were. Pel'haps 
minds of the natives,-an altar to an unknown Go<l, you may he aule to make the children remember 
the faith of their ancestors, the immortality of the your mekhua (customs)." 
soul, or any religious association; but nothing They conld uot see that there was anything in 
of this kind ever tloated iu their minds. "They our customs more agreeable to flesh and blood than 
looked on the sun," as Mr. Campbell very gra- in their own, but would, at the same time, admit 
phically said, " with the eyes of an ox.'' To tell that we were a wiser and a superior race of beings 
them, the gravest of them, that there was a Creator, to themselves. Fol' this superiority some of their 
the governor of the heavens and earth, of the fall wise heads would tl'y to accouut, bnt this they coul<l 
of man, or the redcmptiou of the world, the resur- only do on the ground of our own statements, that 
rection of the dead, an<l immortality beyond the a Great Being made man. 
grave, was to tell them what appeared to be more A wily rain-maker, who was the oracle of the 
fabulous, extravagant, and ludicrous than their village in which he dwelt, once remarked, after 
own vain st01ies about lions, hyenas, and jackals. hearing me enlarge on the subject of creation, "1 f 
To It'll them that these were articles of our faith, you verily believe that that Being created all men, 
would extort an interjection of superlative surprise, then, according to reason, you must also believe, 
as if they were too preposterous for the most that in making white people be has improved on his 
foolish to believe. Onr labours might well be work ; lie tried his hand on Bushmen first, and he 
compared to the attempts of a child to grasp the <lid not like them, because they were so ngly, and 
surface of a polishe<l mirror, or those of a bus- their language like that of the frogs. He then trie<l 
bamlman labouring to transform the surface of a his hand on the Ilottcntots, but tlicsc did not please 
granite rock into arable land, on which he might him either. lie then exercised his power and skill 
sow his seed. To gain attention was the first great and made the Ilechuanas, which was a great im­
object of the missionary; and this was not to be provcment; and at last he made the white people: 
douc by calm reasoning, or exciting in their minds therefore," exulting with an air of triumph at the 
a jealousy for the honour of their own religious discovery, "the white people arc so much wiser than 
rites and ceremonies,. for these they did not weare,in makingwalking-houses(wagous),tcaching 
possess. What they hear<l was all right provided the oxen to draw them over hill and dale, and in­
they got a bit of tobacco, or some litt!c equivalent structing them also to plou7h the gardens instead of 
for their time, a thing of no value to them, which making their wives do it, like the Bechuauas." llis 
they spent in hearing one talk. Some would even <liscovery receive<l the applause of tlic people, while 
make a trade of telling the missionary that they the poor missionary's arguments, drawn from the 
prayed, by which means God directed them to source of Di,·inc trnth, were thrown into the sha<le. 
their lost cattle, at a fow yards distance, after They were always so averse to reasoning on any 
l1a,·ing been in search of them several days; and subjects of this natnre, that the missionary felt it 
that in the same way he had brought game within quite a treat to meet with au individual who would 
reach of their spears. lleplies to questions as to enter into a discnssion, even though with derision 
what they thought of the Word of Go<l, were very and scorn. 
cheap; an<l if they supposed that by such means With all their concessions, they would, with little 
they had obtained favour an<l respect, their sue- ceremony, pronounce our customs clumsy, awk­
cess wonl<l be the subject of merriment in their ward, and troublesome. They could not account 
own circles. Some indivi<lnals, to my kuowle<lge, ! for our putting our legs, feet, and arms into bags, 
who had carried on this deception in the early and using buttons for the purpose of fastening 
period of the mission, many years afterwards bandages round our bodies, instead of suspending 
boastc<l how expert they had been in thus gulling them as ornaments from the neck or hair of the 
the missionary. head. Washing the bo<ly. instea<l of lubricating it 

Although they had reccivc<l much instruction, with grease and red ochre, was a<lisgnsting custom, 
they appeared never for one moment to have re- and cleanliness about our food, house, and bedding, 
fleeted npon it, nor did they retain traces of it in contributed to their amusement in no small degl'ee. 
their memories, which arc generally very tenacious. A native, who was engaged roasting a piece of fat 
Accordingly, most of those who at an early period zebra flesh for me on the coals, was told that he ha<l 
made professions to please, died as they had lived, better turn it with a stick, or fork, instead of his 
in profound ignorance. Munameets, though an early )muds, which he invariably rubhed on his dirty 
friend of the mission, the travelling companion of body for the sake of the precious fat. This sugges-
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tion made him and his companions laugh extrava- power. There is rnnch feasting and dancing on the 
gantly, and they were wont to repeat it as an occasion, and every heart is elated at these festivi­
interesting joke wl,ercver they came. ties. The females have also their boy_ali at the same 

The government of the people partakes both of age, in which they are nnder the tuition of matrons, 
the monarchical and patriarchal,comparatively mild and initiated into all the duties of wives, in which 
in its character. Each tribe has its chief or king, it merits notice, that passive obedience is especially 
who commonly resides in the larg~st town, and is inculcated. 
held sacred from his hereditary right to that office. After these tedious ceremonies are over, the 
A tribe generally includes a number of towns or youth appears lubricated, assuming the character, 
villages, each having its distinct head, under whom and wearing the dress of a man, while he is con si­
t here arc a number of subordinate chiefs. These dered able to hear the shield and wield the javelin. 
constitute the aristocracy of the nation, aml all ac- The girls also, when they have gone the round of 
knowledge the supremacy of the principal one. His weeks, drilling, dancing, singing, and listening to 
power, though very great, and in some instances the precepts of the grave old women, have a piece 
despotic, is nevertheless controlled by the minor of iron rather hot put into their hands, which they 
chiefs, who in their piclws or pitshos, their parlia- must hold fast for a time, though painful, to show 
rnent, or public meetings, use the greatest plainness that their hands are bard and strong for labour. 
of speech in exposing what they consider culpable They arc then anointed, and, having put on the 
or lax in his government. An able speaker will usual female dress, the lower part of their hair is 
sometimes turn the scale even against the king, if shaven off, and the upper part profusely bedaubed 
we may call him sneh. I have heard him inveighed with a paste of butter and sebilo, black shining ochre. 
against for making women his senators, and his wife Raised thus from comparative infancy to what they 
prime minister, while the audience were reqnested consider womanhood, they view themselves with as 
to look at his body, and sec if he were not getting much complacency as if they were enrobed in the 
too corpulent; a sure indication that his mind was attire of the daughters of an eastern potentate. 
little exercised in anxieties about the welfare of his They have reached nearly to a climax in their life, 
people. He generally opens the business oftbe day for they expect soon to be married, and to he a 
with a short speech, reserving his eloquence and mother they consider the chief end of a woman's 
wisdom to the close of the meeting, when he analyses existence. 
the speeches that have been delivered, and never These ceremonies were prodigious barriers to the 
forgets to lash in the most furious language those gospel. Polygamy was another obstacle, and the 
who have exposed his faults, and who, as he would Ilechuanas, jealous of any diminution in their self­
express it, have walked over his body, placing their indulgence, by being deprived of the services of 
feet upon his neck. This is all taken in good part, their wives, looked with an extremely suspicions 
and the exhausted chieftain is heartily cheered eye on any innovation on this ancient custom. 
when the meeting dissolves. These assemblies keep While going to war, hunting, watching the cattle, 
np a tolerable equilibrium of power between the milking the cows, and preparing their furs and skins 
cl,iefs and their king, but they arc only convened for mantles, was the work of the men, the women 
when differences between tribes have to be adjusted, had by far the heavier task of agriculture, building 
when a predatory expedition is to be undertaken, or the houses, fencing, bringing firewood, and heavier 
when the removal of a tribe is contemplated; than all, nature's charge, the rearing of a family. 
though occasionally matters of less moment are in- The greater part of the year they arc constantly 
troduccd. employed; and during the season of picking and 

My object here is not to give a description of the sowing their gardens, their task is galling, living 
manners and customs of the Ilechuanas, which on a coarse, ~canty fare, and frequently having a 
would require a volume, wliilc it would he neither babe fastened to their backs, while thus cultivating 
very instrnctivc nor very edifying. They will, the ground. 
moreover, occasionally be referred to as they stand The men, for obvious reasons, found it convenient 
connected with circumstancess narrated iu the course to have a number of such vassals, rather than only 
of the work. I have briefly glanced at the national one, while the woman would be perfectly amazed 
council as the stronghold or shield of the native at one's ignorance, were she to be told that she 
customs, in which speakers have, in a masterly style, would be much happier in a single state, or widow­
inveighed against any aggression on their ancient hood, than being the mere concubine and drudge of 
ceremonies, threatening confiscation and death to a haughty husband, who spent the greater part of 
those who would arraign the wisdom of their fore- his life in lounging in the shade, while she was 
fathers. This was their forum, while the responses compelled, for his comfort as well as her own, to 
of nobles were the pulse of the nation. But private labour under the rays of an almost vertical sun, in 
thefts, murder, aud a host of other crimes passed a hot and withering climate. Their houses, which 
unnoticed in these assemblies, and were left to the require cousideral,lc ingenuity as well as hard 
avenger. labour, arc entirely tl1e work of the women, who are 

Of their customs they are as tenacious as the cxtJ·cmely thankful to carry home even the heavier 
llindoo could be of his caste, that tlreadful barrier ' timbers, if their husbands will take their axes and 
to evangelization in the East Indies. Their youth, foll them in the thicket, which may be many miles 
for instance, would forfeit anything rather than c:o distant. The centre of the conical roof will, in 
unc.ircumrised. This national ceremony is per- many honses, be eighteen feet high, and it requires 
formed from the age of eight to fourteen, and even no little scrambling, in the absence of ladders, for 
to manhood, though the children born previous to females to climb such a height; but the men pass 
their parents being initiated cannot be heirs to regal and repass, and look on with the most perfect in-



BECIIUANA CIIARACTER.-TIIOMPSON'S TESTIMONY. G7 

difference, while it never enters their heads that and exchange wives. No matter how disgraceful 
their wife, their daughter, or thdr mother may foll the action might be, or what deceit, prevarication, 
and break a leg or neck. Thc~e houses, though duplicity, and oaths were required to support it; 
temporary, and n·qniriug great labour to keep them success made them perfectly happy in a practice iu 
constantly in repair, are 11evcrthelcss very well which most were adepts. 
adapted to the climate. They admit little light, Wiren they are styled savage,, the appellation 
which is not desirable in a hot country, and among shuuld lie understood in a restrictive sense, espe­
millious of house-flies; hnt during the winter cially when compared with the Zoolu tribes to the 
season they are uncomfortably airy and cold. cast, who. as we shall yet have occasion to show, 

While stancling near the wife of one of the gra11- tho11gh they are not cannibals, would, in fiercest 
tlecs, who, with some female companions, was barbarity, vie with any of the inhabitants of the 
building a house, and making preparations to islands of the Pacific. The Bcchuana character is 
scramble by means of a branch on to the roof, I re- frank and sociabll', which, however, docs not ap­
marked that they ought to get their husliauds to do pear to arise from a bcucvoleuce of disposition, so 
that part of the work. This set theru all i11to a much as from P, degree of etiquette and hauits, 
roar of laughter, l\Iahuto, the queen, am! SC\'eral arising from relationship and locality. It has 
of the men drawing near to ascertain the cause of sometimes perfectly astounded the writer to see in­
the merriment, the wives repeated my strange, and. dividuals who be had supposed were amialile and 
to them, ludicrous proposal, when another peal of humane, "·hen brought into certain positions, would, 
mirth ensued. Mahnto, who was a sensible and as if in their nath·e element, wallow in crimes, 
shrewd woman, stated that the plan, though hope- which he expected they would naturally shudder 
less, was a good one, as she often thought our to perpetrate. Having had long intercourse with 
custom was much better tlwu theirs. It was reason- many tribes, he feels persuaded that what he has 
able that women should attend to household affairs stated will be fonnd a tolerably correct estimate of 
and the lighter parts of labour, while man, wont to the Hechuana character. But although they are 
boast 0f his superior strength, should employ his reYengeful to the last degree, if an offender pro­
energy in more laborious occnpations; adding, she pitiate the injured party by a gift, at the same time 
wished r would give their husbands medicine to confessing his error, or, as is common, put the 
make them do the work. This remark was made blame on his heart, the most perfect unanimity and 
rather in a way of joke. Poor woman, she little cordiality succeeds. 
knew then that there was one whose omnipotent lllr. Thompson, in his travels, correctly remarks 
Yoice has declared, " I will put my Spirit into them, that, " like most barbarians, their political wisdom 
a11d create new hearts within them;" but now, consists in duplicity and petty cunning; and their 
blessed be His holy name, she, aud hundreds more, ordinary wars were merely predatory incursions 
haw heen publicly baptized into the faith of the upon their weaker neighbours for the purpose of 
gospel of the Son of God. carrying off cattle, with as little exposure as pos-

Again, the habits of the people were such as to sible of their own lives. Their expeditious against 
warn us that the vision would tarry, and that there, the Bushmen were peculiarly \'indictive, and con­
as well as in the strongholds of idolatry, it was to , ducted with all the insidiousness and murderous 
be, "not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, ferocity, without the hero icintrepidity, of American 
saith the Lord." A traveller, such as Lichtenstein, or New Zealand savages:" examples of this will 
whose stay was ,·cry short among the Ilechuanas, occnr hereafter. All these characteristics are only 
was not likely to form an adequate judgment of what the records of Di'l"ine truth authorize ns to ex­
their real character. They are, it is trne, like the pect from those who walk according to the prince 
Kafirs, a superior race, have a dignity aud openness, of the power of the air. The inspired description 
the natural results of independence; and to him given in Hom. iii. 10-18, is the rt'al transcript of 
mnst have prescuted a striking contrast to the slaves the co11dition of a people who have no fear of God 
of the colony whence he had come: but that they I before their eyes, Both ancient and modern mis­
manilest the ntmost "contempt of all chicane or sionaries haYe found it so; and whoever goes to 
deceit," which he urges as a proof" of im1ate recti- preach the unsearchable riches of Christ among the 
tude, and consciousness of natural strength," is not heathen, goes on a warfare which requirt's all prayer 
correct; and had he dwelt among them, and sat and supplication, to keep his armour bright and in 
with them in their pulilic and private couacils, active operation, to wrestle, and struggle, aud toil 
li\'ed in their dwellings, accompanied them on their in pulling down the strongholds of Satan, whether 
journeys, and mingled with them on the field of in Africa, India, or the islands of the Pacific. 
hattle, as the writer has done, he would not have 
attempted to revive the fabled delights a11d bliss 
of ignorance, reported to exist in the abodes of 
heatheuism. 

When we attempted to convince them of their 
state as sinners, they would boldly affirm, with full 
belief in their innate rectitude, that there was not a 
sinner in the trilie, referring us to other nations 
whom they dreaded, or with whom they were at 
war, and especially the poor despised Bushmen. 
That they are less ferocious than some tribes, we 
admit; but this is saying little in commendation of 
those who could with impunity rob, murder, lie, 

CHAPTER XVI. 
Difficultie.5 on eutnin~ on n mis:;ion-Atheism of lhe Ka firs 

-Remarks of Pringle 11.nfl Kay-Testimony of a sorct-rer­
The pra)·in~ Mantis-The ~lorimo of the Bechuana­
Absurcl notions of l\lorimo nncl lhrimo-Notions ol' the 
mi:.;in of man, etc.-A woman s~es '.\torimo---Rain-mnke-r's 
sagacity-Opinions of Divines----Deplorable iguorance­
lncredulity of a chief-Testimony of a con,·t'rt. 

"'HF.~ a mission is commenced among a barbarous 
people, it is a novelty ; everything ahout the stran­
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p;er is new. His person, dress, and implements 
excite their surprise. His manners are the subject 
of conversation; his tcmporai·y abode continues to 
be visited by persons from a distance to see the 
show ; hut instea,l of paying for their entertain­
ment, and the annoyance their presence and crav­
ings inflict on all occasions, they think they have a 
right to beg, if not to steal ; that they may have 
some tangible proof that they have seen the stran­
ger, and experienced his kindness. His resources 
must soou fail, and distance and poverty prevent 
him from replenishing his exhausted stores. He 
finds that he is only commencing his hardships, 
while he hears their hosannas changed to," Away 
with him, away with him !" This reverse assumes 
a more serious aspect, when they perceive what is 
the real object of the missionary, and anticipate the 
probable result of the doctrines taught. The natu­
ral man, in the grosser form of a savage, hroods 
over the terrible havoc the new system will make 
with his darling pleasures: and violently rebels at 
the axe being laid at the root of his sensual enjoy­
ments, without which life would he a grievous 
burden to him. This is a period in which the faith 
and the patience of the missionary arc put to the 
test; and smely uowhere more so than among a 
lawless rabble. 

The next barrier to be noticed, before concluding 
this suhject, is, the entire absence of theological 
ideas, or religion, which has already been briefly 
glauced at. Dr. Vanderkemp, iu his account of 
the Kafirs, makes the following remark: '' If by 
religion we mean reverence for God, or the external 
action by which that reverence is expressed, I never 
could perceive that they had any religion, nor any 
idea of the existence of a God. I am speaking 
nationally, for there are many individuals who 
have some notion of His existence, "hich they have 
received from adjacent uations. A decisive proof 
of the truth of what I here say with res!JCCt to the 
national atheism of the Kafirs is, that they have no 
word in their language to express the idea of the 
Deity; the individuals just mentioned calling him 
'Thiko, which is a corruption of the name by which 
God is called iu the language of the llotteutots, 
literally signifying one that induces pain." 

To the abO\·e description given by Dr. V. I may 
add, that though I am aware Uhlauga is also used 
hy the Kafirs to denote a Supreme Being. from 
what I know of the habits of the interior tribes, I 
perfectly agree with the Hev. S. Kay, iu his account 
of the Amakosa genealogy, that U/,la11ga or Thlanga 
is the name of the oldest of their kings, by whom 
they swore in former times; a custom which ob­
tains universally in the interior. "It seems to me, 
therefore," says the late l\lr. Pringle, in his "Afri­
can Sketches," "doubtful wl1ether the god Uhlanga 
be not merely a deified chief or hero, like the Thor 
and \\' oden of our Teutonic ancestors;" and the 
same writer adds, "The Hottentot word Uti'ko is 
uow used by all the frontier (Kafir) tribes to denote 
the Christian's God." These remarks will e,p1ally 
apply to the Hottentots and Namaquas, who are 
ouc people. While living among the latter, I made 
many iuiquiries respecting the name they had to 
denote the Divine l:lcing, hut could not come to any 
satisfactory conclusion on the subject, thongh I had 
the assistance of Africaner in my researches. The 

name they nse is Tsui'kuap, or, as some tribes pro­
nounce it, Uti'kuap: the Uti'ko of the Ilottentots 
is articulated with the click or cluck peculiar to 
that language. 

Ju my journey to the back parts of Great Na­
maqua-Jand, I met with an aged sorcerer, or doctor, 
who stated that he had always understood that 
Tsui'knap was a notable warrior, of great physical 
strength ; that, in a desperate struggle with another 
chieftain, he received a wound in the knee; but 
having vanquished his enemy, his name was lost iu 
the mighty combat, which rendered the nation in­
dependent; for no one could conquer the Tsui'kuap 
(wounded knee). When I referred to the import 
of the word, one who inflicts pain, or a sore knee, 
manifesting my surprise that they should give such 
a name to the Creator and Beucfactor, he replied 
in a way that induced a belief that he applied the 
term to what we should call the devil, or to death 
itself; addiug, that he thought "death, or the power 
causing death, was very sore indeed." To him, as 
to many others, this Tsui'kuap was an object neitl1er 
of reverence nor love. Dming tremendous thunder­
storms, which prevail in that quarter, and which it 
might be supposed would speak to the mind of man 
with an awful voice, I have known the natives of 
Namaqua-land shoot their poison,·d arrows at the 
lightning, in order to arrest the destructive fluid.* 
i\lay not tile Tsui'kuap of these people he like the 
Thlanga of the Kafirs, an ancient hero? or repre­
sent some power, which they superstitiously dread, 
from its causing death or pain? The praying 
l\lautis, as it is called, from the erect position aud 
motion it a~snwes when alarmed, which is said to 
have been worshipped by the Hottcntots, has no 
homage paid to it iu Namaqna-land; at least Afri­
caner's people knew nothing of it. 

Dr. Sparrman, who had better opportnnities of 
ascertaiuing the fact than any one else, remarks, 
that so far from worshipping this genus of insects, 
they have more than once caught several for him, 
and assisted him in sticking pins through them. 
"There is, however," he adds," a <limiuutivc species 
of insect, which some think it would Le a crime, as 
well as dangerous, to harm ; but this we have no 
more reason to look upon as any kind of religious 
worship, than we have to consider in the same light 
a certain superstitious notion prevalent among many 
of the more simple people in our own country 
(Sweden). who imagine that their sins will he for­
given them if they ~et a cockchafcr on its feet that 
has happened to fall on its hack." This will 
equally apply to the lady-bird and caterpillar, which 
children in England were wont to be afraid of in­
juring lest it should rain, though it was not an 
object of religious veneration. Some travellers 
have made a rcfaeuce to the moou as an object of 
worship hy the Africans, because t!Jey dance iu her 
light; hut this is no proof that they worship her, 
any more than a countryman, in our own father­
land, who prefers a moonlight night to a dark one 
to perform a journey. To those who have not been 
iu warm climates, no idea can be formed how de­
lightful the cool and silver moonbeams are. l\"o 

• I knew a man who, thom;h \varnt.•tl by myself atul othns 
of this 1lari11g practice, pe1·sistcd, an,i ,-.·as struck ,tt-arl by 
the li1,;"htnin~. I have also heard of Bnshmt.~u throwing old 
:,hoes at it, or anything they may happcu to lay hold of. 
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wonder, then, that the natives, after sleeping soundly 
during the heat of the day, employ that refreshing 
season in the dance and song. The moonlight does 
not only t.-anqnillize but exhilarates, while her 
bright horns are to them what lamps and chan­
deliers arc to our splendid assemblies at home. It 
is impossible for any but an eye-witness to conceive 
of the dismal darkness which pcrvacles a native 
village where neither lamp nor candle was ever 
thought of. 

Among the llechuana tribes, the name adopted 
by the missionaries is Jllnrimn. This has the ad­
vantage of the names used by the Kafirs and Hot­
tcntots, being more definite, as its derh·ation at 
once determines its meaning. 11[0 is a personal 
prefix, and rimo is from _qorimo, •· above." From 
the same root lrgorimo, "heaven," and its plural 
magorimo, are derived. The genius of the Sechuana 
language warrants us to expect a correspondence 
between the name and the thing designated ; but 
in this instance the order is reversed. Morimo, to 
those who know anything about it, had been repre­
sented by rain-makers and sorcerers as a malcYolcnt 
selo, or thing, which the nations iu the north de­
scribed as existing in a hole, and which, like the 
fairies in the llighlands of Scotland, sometimes 
came out and inflicted diseases on men and cattle, 
and even caused death. This l\lorimo served the 
purpose of a uuguear, by which the rain-maker 
might constrain the chiefs to yield to his suggestions, 
when he wished for a slaughter-ox, without which 
he pretended he could not make rain. 

l\forimo did not then convey to the mint! of those 
who heard it the idea of God; nor did Barimo, 
although it was an answer to the question, ""'here 
do men go when they die?" signify heaven. Ac­
cordiug to one rule of forming the plural cf per­
sonal nouns beginning with 11tn, Barimo would only 
be the plural of l\lorimo; as l\Ionona, "a man;" 
Banona, "men." But the word is never used in 
this form ; nor did it convey to the Bcchuana mind 
the idea of a person or persons, out of a state or 
disease, or what superstition would style being bc­
witclled. If a person were talking foolishly, or, 
wandering in his intellect, were delirion~, or in a 
fit, they would call him Ilarimo; which, among 
some tribes, is tantamount to liriti, shades or manes 
of the dead. " Going to Barimo" did not convey 
the idea that they were going to any particular 
state of permanent existence, for man's immortality 
was never heard of among that people; but, simply, 
that they died. They could not describe who or 
what l\Iorimo was, except something cunning or 
malicious; and some who had a purpose to serve, 
ascribed to him power, hut it was such as a Hush­
man doctor or quack could grunt out of the bowds 
or afflicted part of the human body. They never, 
however, disputed the propriety of our using the 
noun l\forimo for the great Object of our worship, 
as some of them admitted that their forefathers 
might haYe kno,~u more about him than lhe.v did. 
They never applied the name to a human being, 
except in a way of ridicule, or in adulation to those 
who taught his greatness, wisdom, and power. 

As to the eternity of this existence, they appear 
never to have exercised one thought. l\lorimo is 
never called man. As the pronouns agree with the 
noun, tl:ose which l\Iorimo governs cannot, without 

the greatest violence to the language, be applit'd to 
Jlloyorimo, ",a heavenly one," which refers to a 
human being. This power is, in the mouth of a 
rain-maker, what a disease would be in the lips of a 
quack, just as strong or weak as he is pleased to 
call it. I never once heard that l\Jorimo did good, 
or was supposed capable of doing so. !\lore modern 
inquiries among the natives might lead to the sup­
position that he is as powerful to do good as he is 
to do evil; and that he has as great an inclination 
fur the one as for the other. It will, however, be 
fonnd that this view of his attributes is the result 
of twenty-five years· missionary labour; the influ­
ences of which, in that as well as in other respects, 
extend hundreds of miles beyond the immediate 
sphere of the missionary. It is highly probabl<', 
however, that, as we proceetl further into the in­
terior, we shall find the natives possessing more 
correct views on these subjects. 

According to native testimony, l\lorimo, as well 
as man, with all the different species of animals, 
came ont of a cave or hole in the Bakone country, 
to the north, where, say they, their footmarks arc 
still to be seen iu the indurated rock, which was at 
that time sand. In one of l\Ir. Ilamilton's early 
journals, he records that a native had informed him 
that the footmarks of Morimo were distinguished 
by being withont toes. Once I beard a man of in­
fluence telling his story on the subject. I of course 
could not say that I bclieveu the wondrous talc, hut 
very mildly hinted that he might IJe misinformed ; 
on which he became indignant, and swore by his 
ancestors and his king that he had visited the spot, 
and paid a tax to see the wonder; and that, conse­
quently, his testimony was indubitable. I very 
soon cooled his rage, by telliug him that, as I should 
likely one day visit those regions, I should certainly 
think myself very fortunate if I could get him as a 
gnide to that wonderful source of animated nature. 
Smiling, he said, "Ila, and I shall show you the 
footsteps of the very first man:• This is the sum­
total of the knowledge which the Ilechuanas pos­
sessed of the origin of what they call :\Iorimo, prior 
to the period when they were visited uy mission­
aries. Thus their foolish hearts arc darkened; and 
verily this is a darkness which may be felt. Such 
a people a.re living in what Job calls "a land of 
darkness and the shadow of death," spiritually 
buried, and without knowledge, life, or light. 

When the rain-maker wanted something to clo, 
he would pretend to work, or rather find work, for 
those who would chide him with having a cloudless 
sky instead of rain. To gain time was l1is grand 
study; and he was ingenions in inventing causes 
for the drought. I remember the wife of a poor 
man who relnrned from the hills with a bundle of 
firewood, bringing wondrous tidings that she had 
seen l\Iorimo. This moment was eagerly seized by 
that arch official, and turned to account. lie was 
an adept in the study of hnman nature, and knew 
that he was tolerably safe if he could keep the ladies 
employed; for he had heard murmurings in the 
towns. He delivered his mandate, and thousands 
of women from the towns and villages followed 
their oracle to the side of a neighbouring hill, where 
all began to work; and though many had empty 
stomachs, an extensiYe garden was cleared and cul­
tivated for l\Iorimo. Happy the poor woman who 
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thus, without being a ventriloqnist or Pythoness, 
ha<l enabled the rain-maker to fall on so lucky a 
stratagem. She fare<l well, whoever fastc<l; an<l 
though the heavens continue<l as brass, and the 
earth as iron, she became, by the gifts of rich an<l 
poor, a spectacle of obesity, an<l soon <lie<l. This 
may account for the town people knowing some­
thing about the name l\lorimo, where the inhabitants 
of many villages an<l hamlets, being without rain­
makers, are in perfect ignorance. 

Even the ram-maker, when aske,l by the mis­
sionary why he could thus honour the little mali­
cious tlung which they called l\forimo, that only 
came ont of a hole to inflict pain, taking advantage 
of our Christian views as to the meaning of the 
wor<l, woul<l promptly reply, " Do not you say 
l\loriruo is the governor of the heavens, and that 
he only can make rain? .why then should we not 
honour him ?" This showc<l his skill in the app1·0-
priation of our principles to serve his own purposes. 
He also cxhibite<l considerable cunning in this 
transfer; for, should rain not come at his call, he 
coul<l bring in the l\lorimo of the teachers for some 
part, if not the whole, of the blame. Thus, when 
hail injured their crops, or rain fell in the cold an<l 
unseasonable part of the year, they woul<l use the 
vilest epithets, and curse both the missionaries and 
their l\lorimo. When we assured them that God 
was in the heavens, an<l that He did whatever lle 
pleased, they blamed us for giving Him a high 
position beyond their reach; for they vie,vc<l their 
Morimo as a noxious reptile. "\Vonld that I coul<l 
catch it, I would transfix it with my spear," ex­
claimed S., a chief, whose judgmcnt 011 other sub­
jects would comman<l attention. 

As the science of rain-making, and the character 
of one of whom it might have been said be ha<l got 
a patent, will be <lcscribed in a following chapter, I 
shall confine myself in this to replying to mauy 
questions which have been pnt to me in this coun­
try a5 to the extent of the knowledge of divine 
things among the natives of South Africa. I am 
aware that the popular opinion is, thnt " man is a 
religions creature;" that " wherever he is to be 
found, there also arc to be tracc<l the impre~sions 
and even convictions of the existence of a Go<l." 
It is also commonly believc<l, that wherever man is 
found scattered over the wide sprea<l surface of 
earth's domain, the knowledge of a " vicarious 
offering," or sacrifice, by way of atonement, has 
retained its scat in the humnn min<l. Such were 
my own views when I left my native land; and 
entertaining such views, I pcrsuade<l myself, or 
rather trie<l to pcrsnade myself, that I coul<l dis~ 
cover rays of natural light, innate i<leas of a Divine 
Being, in the most untutored savage ;-that I coul<l 
never be at any loss to make appeals to ·something 
analogous to our own faith in the religious notions 
even of tho• amo~g whom not a-vestige of temple, 
altar, image, idol, or shrine was to be fou11d. 
When I was unsuccessful, I attributed it to my igno­
r\nce of the language, or the paucity of 'IWmp&Tlt 
interpreters. So great was the force of early pre­
judices, that it was a long time before I could be 
inducc<l to embrace what I once consi<lercd an 
erroneous view of the subject. Living among a 
people who were not in the habit of metaphysical 
disquisitions, which so often bewilder the under-

standing, I ha<l only to draw conclusions from facts, 
which, according to the proverb, are "stubborn 
things," though cvcu these sometimes fail to con­
vince. Having aske<l the opinion of l\lr. Campbell, 
as we were walking together, 11pon the views of a 
nntive Christian from Namaqna-lan<l, with whom 
we hn<l been conversing on this subject, an<l who 
had been giving us an ample an<l descriptin ac­
count of hls fonner ideas, l\lr. C. remarked, in his 
usual pithy style, " Ah, sir, the people in Englan<l 
would not believe that men could become like pigs, 
eating acorns under the tree, without being capable 
of looking up to sec from whence they came. People 
who have bad the Christian lullaby snng over their 
cradles, and sipped the kno,vledge of divine things 
with their mothers milk, think all men must sec 
as tlHJY <lo." 

O~f the most convincing proofs that the minds 
of the people arc covered by the profoundest dark­
ness, is, that after the missionary has cndcavoure<l 
for hours to impart to them a knowle<lge of the 
Divine Being, they not unfrequently a<ldrcss to 
him the question, " What is it yon wish to tell 
me?" An<l if anything were wanting to confirm 
this conviction, surely this fact will be sufficient, 
that even where he has succec<lc<l in conveying to 
the ncant mind of the savage ideas which he con­
siders as paramount to all others, he is told that, 
certainly these fables are very wonderful, but not 
more so than their own. 

Inquiring one day of a group of natives whom I 
had been addressing, if any of them ha<l previously 
known that Great Being which ha<l been <lescribe<l 
to them ; among the whole party I foun<l only one 
ol<l woman, who sai<l that she remembered hearing 
the name l\lorimo when she was a child, but was 
not tol<l what the thing was. In<leed, even in 
towns the general reply on that subject is, that thl'se 
arc things about which the ol<l people can speak; 
hut as they arc not in the habit of instructing the 
rising generation on such topics, it is easy to sec 
how even these vague llotions become extinct alto­
gether, as they have done in many parts of the 
cou11try. Nor is it surprising that a chief, after 
listeuing attentively to me while he stood leaning 
on his spear, should ntter an exclamation of amaze­
ment, that a man whom he accounted wise should 
ven<l such fables for truths. Calling about thirty 
of his men, who stood near him, to approach, he 
addressed tbem, pointing to me, "There is Ra-Mary 
(Father of l\Iary), who tells me that the heavens 
were made, the earth also, by a beginner, whom he 

',;_alls l\lorimo. Have you ever hear<l anything to 
be compare<l with this? He says that the snn rises 
and sets by the power of l\lorimo; as also that 
l\lorimo causes winter to follow snmmer, the winds 
to blow, the rain to fall, the grass to grow, and the 
trees to bn<l ;" and, casting his arm above an<l 
around him, a<l<led, " Go<l works in everything yon 
see or hear ! Did ever you bear snch wor<ls ?" 
Seeing them, ready to burst into laughter, he said, 
,f-,w 11it, I shall tell you more; Ha-1\!ary tells me 
that we have spirits in us, which will never <lie; 
all() that onr bodies, though <lead and buried, will 
rise an<l live again. Open your cars to-day; <li<l 
you ever heH litlamane (faoles) like th,,se ?" This 
was followed by a burst of deafening laughter; an<l 
on its partially s11bsiding, the chief man b,·gge<l me 
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to say no more on such trifles, lest the people should 
think me mad ! 

But it is to the testimony of such as lrnvc been 
brought out of darkness into the marvellous light 
of the gospc•l that we mnst look for decisive evi­
dence on this point. The following is one example 
out of many which couhl be given. The question 
being put to one whose memory was tenacious as 
his judgment was enlight~ued, " How did you foe! 
in your natural state, before hearing the go~pcl ? 
How did you feel upon retiring from private as 
well as public crimes, and laying your head on the 
silent pillow? Were there no fears in your breast, 
no spectres before your eyes, no conscieucc accusing 
you of having done wrong? No palpitations, no 
dread of futurity?" "No," said he. "How could 
we foe!, or how could we fear? "'c had no idea that 
an unseen eye saw us, or that an unseen ear heard 
us. "'hat could we know beyond oursel vcs, or of 
another world, before life aud immortalitv were 
brought to us by the word of God ?" This decla­
ration was followed by a flood of tears, while be 
added, " You found us beasts and not men." 

CHAPTER XVII. 

"·orks. or cre.i.tion insllfficient-Knowledge of Go<l not innate 
-Iuvisible things of Goel-What the Scriptures teach­
Opinions or;_1ncient philosophcrs-Presi<lC'nl Ed,,ards' argu­
ment-Reason insufficient-Roby's couclusion ou the suh­
j(•ct-Man's respou.sihility-l'\"aliYe cert'rnunies-Cu .. toms 
origiuatiagwilh Doctors aud Hain-makers-An unpleasaut 
CPremony-Nath·e poets or eL1logisls-Natnral Theolo;.:-y­
Syslems of ldol.llry-Their ,·ario11s grades-How Africa 
was colonizerl-Physical ,·ariely iD man. 

T11E preceding chapter contains facts from which 
important deductions may be drawn ; and the 
writer has involuntarily been Jed to inquire, Are 
we compelled to enter the gloomy recesses of hea­
thenism? If we look at home-a land of light­
shall we not find individuals whose ignorance 
woulcl equal that either of Hottentot or Bechuana 1 
Ilave not our noble band of home missionaries 
brought to light instances of the grossest darkness? 
How many are there who have resisted the force 
of e,·ery argument on the subject, and even laughed 
to scorn cnry article in our creed, and have died 
martyrs to atheism! Let us go to the asylums for 
the deaf and dumb, and we shall find there per­
sons having eyes to see and gaze on the infinitude 
of wonders in creation, and possessing minds 
capable of reasoning from effect to cause, who, 
previous to their being instructed, ,vere perfectly 
ignorant ofa Divine Being. While then we have 
these facts before us, we foci compelled to differ in 
opinion from those who would have us believe, 
that the Yolumc of K ature " affords the primary 
and entire proof of God's existence ;" and " to 
vindicate his claim to be, he leaves to the heavens 
which declare his glory, to the firmament which 
showeth his handywork, to the days which utter 
knowledge, and the nights which proclaim wis­
dom." The preceding examples exhibit to our 
view sentient beings, whose minds, notwithstanding 
the indications of Divine wisdom, power, and 
goodness in creation, are unconscious of any ex-

istence beyond what they sec and feel. This 
demonstrates that all the knowledge of Divine 
things existing in every uation, from the refined 
Greek down a thousand graclations, through the 
numberless shades of polytheism to the rude 
barbarian, is to be traced to Divine Hevelatiou, 
whether written or traditional, and not to innate 
or intuitive ideas. This ,·icw of the suhject we 
shall find, on more miuute inquiry, in perfect 
accordance with the declarations contained in the 
inspired volume. For "it is lie that teacheth man 
kno,rledge. I am the Lord that maketh all things, 
that strctcheth forth the heavens alone, that 
spreadeth abroad the heavens by myself." These 
are the declarations of the great " I Al\l ;" and 
without such a revelation, the world by wisdom 
could ncYer haYe found out God. It is recorded 
by some author, that there were two periods of the 
worhl in which the knowledge of God was uni­
versal. This was at the creation, and during the 
days of Noal1, after the flood. At the former period 
the revelation must have been ma,le known by 
God himself; and at the latter by the preacher of 
righteousucss in his own family. Keeping this iu 
mind, there is no difficulty in understanding the 
following declaration of the Apostle. " For the 
invisible things of Him (Ilis eternal power and 
Godhead) revealed or made known at the creation 
of the world, arc clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that arc made, even his eternal power 
and godhead."* That the stupendous earth and 
heavens, and the endless variety of order, change, 
and the dazzling beauty and grandeur of eYery 
thing touched by the finger of J eho.ah, do testify 
with a voice, lond as the thunder's roar, clear as 
the noontide beam, there can be no question j but 
surely not by uttering speech to a previously un­
informed mind, and conveying the primary idea 
of the existence of God. This, in my humble 
opinion, is not what the apostle intended to convey, 
but simply that God originally imparted the 
knowledge of his own being to man, and that 
tradition has circulated the report through the 
nations of the earth, which has undergone, by 
rntauic influence on the· minds of fallen creatures, 
all those modifications presented to us in the 
pantheon, or in the minds of savages. 

The Scriptures, so far from teaching us that we 
may infer the being of a God from the works of 
creation, assert that our knowledge of the visible 
universe, as the production of God's creative power, 

• Hon1aus i. 20 :-" For (yUp, 11am,siquidrm, forasm11cl1 as) 
the invisible things of him, his eternal power:and ge,<lhead, as 
afterwards explaincd,from oot ~-", but U,.,,J, ever sinrti, the 
creation of the 11•0J"ld, when they wew f11lly communicated, 
are clearly seen, hec;luse after a dccl1uation of his nature and 
existence, tlle Dhine attributes are plainly e,·inced, being 
understood YO~fJ,S'lla, cxplaiae<l to 1he understanding, by the 
things that ar~ matle, '1l'o1~µa.a1, the works of God, or Lhirigs 
which he ).ad done, not only of creation but of providence-, 
in the deluge, in the wonderful vreserrntion of the church, 
and destruction of his en1!mies, in his many appearances, 
mirarles, and interpositions with mankind, which, through 
all ages, ha<l been relatf!d lo them, and were a sensible 
demon-$tr.1lion or l1moiscience, omnipotence, inTisibility, and 
immateriality, ct·en Ms eternal power and godhead, whir.h 
alone could effect such wonderful things."-Ell!s on Di1:i11e 
Thing.~. 
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is derived, not from the deductions of reason, but 
from a belief of the Divine testimony revealing 
the fact: " Through faith we nnderstaucl that the 
worlds were made bv the word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear."* Such as adrncatc the dignity 
of human reason may spin a fine theory, bnt let 
them go to the hut or the den of the sunburnt 
African, and ask if any such a system has been 
spun by these children of nature. It is easy to 
detect the borrowe<I plumes with wbich the hea­
then moralists bedecked their bright effusions. 
Philosophers aud poets find no difficulty in fol­
lowiug nature to nature's God, when they have 
revelation to lead the way, but let them point out 
to us nations who have fouud the Almighty without 
other aids than their own rcsonrccs. It is to this 
that Tertul!ian refers, when he asks them, "WLieh 
of your poets, which of your sophistcrs, have uot 
drauk from the fountains of the prophets ?" and 
thus, as Dr. Ellis expresses it, "their noblest flights 
took wing from the gospel." Many heathen phi­
losophers who possessed advantages vastly superior 
to any of Africa's sons, instead of inferring from 
works of creation, the existence of a Supreme 
llcing, generally maintained that the matter, and 
~omc even that the form of the world itself was 
eternal, and others again substituted parts of the 
visible universe for God himsc1£ Even no leas a 
person than the lcamed philosopher Dr. Clarke, 
the defender of natural religion, admits, that " of 
the philosophers themsch·cs, who should have cor­
rected tl1e errors of the vulgar, soruc argued them­
selves out of the belief of the very being of God." 
The following from President Edwards's "J)Jis­
cellaneous Observations," will be foun<l to throw 
a,hlitional light on the subject:-

" If the most sagacious of the philosophers were 
capable of doing this, after hearing so much of 
a first cause and a creation, what would they have 
done, and what would. the gross of mankind, who 
arc inattentive and ignorant, have thought of the 
matter, if nothing had been taught concerning 
God ancl the origin of things; but every single 
man left solely to such intimation as Jiis own senses 
aud reason could have given him ? "' c fin<l the 
earlier ages of the world dicl not trouble themselves 
al.iout the question, whether the being of God could 
be provet! by reason; but either never inquired 
into the matter, or took their opinions upon that 
head, merely from tradition. Hut allowing that 
every man is able to demonstrate to himself, that 
the world, and all things contained therein, are 
clfocts, and hau a beginning, which I take to be a 
most absurd supposition, and look upou it to be 
almost impossible for unassisted reason to go so 
far; wt if effects arc to be ascribed to similar 
causes, and a good and wise effect must suppose a 
good and wise cause; by the ~ame way of rea­
soning, all the evil ancl irregularity in the world 
must be attributed to an evil and unwise cause. 
So that either the first cause must be both good 
aud evil, wise and foolish, or else there must be two 
first causes, an evil and irrational, as well as a 
good and wise principle. Thus man, left to him­
self, would he apt to reason, ' If the cause and the 
effects are similar and conformable, matter must 

• llcb. xi. 3. 

have a material cause, there being nothing more 
impossible fur us to conceive than how matter 
should be pro,luced by spirit, or anything else but 
matter.' The best reasoner in the world, endea­
vonring to fiml out the causes of things by the 
things themsch·cs, might be led into the grossest 
errors and contradictions, and find himself, at the 
cud, in extreme want of an instructor. 

" ,vhat instance can be mentioned, from any 
history, of any one nation under the sun, that 
emerged from atheism or idolatry into the know­
ledge or adoration of the one true God, without the 
assistance of revelation ? The Americans, the 
Africans, the Tartars, and the ingenious Chinese. 
have had time enough, one would think, to find out 
the right and true idea of God ; and yet, after 
ahovc five thousand years' improwmcnt, and the 
full exercise of reason, they haYe, at this day, got 
no farther in their progress towards the tme re­
ligion, than to the worship of stocks and stones and 
devils. How many thousand years mnst be allowed 
to these nations to reason themselves into the true 
religion? ,rhat the light of nature and reason 
conhl do to investigate the knowledge of God, is 
best seen by what they haYe already done. ,v e 
cannot argue more cou vincingly on any foundation 
thau that of known and incontestable facts.'' 

All this, and much more that might be said on 
the subject, goes to prove, tlrnt reason. whose pro­
vince is not to invent, but to collect, arrange, and 
deduce, cannot discover first principles; and that 
unless these arc supplied by the bw and the tes­
timony, the mind must wander, as it has done, in 
the bewildering maze of uncertainty, m,d darken 
instead of seeing more clearly the reflected beams 
of re~ealed truth, which tradition has conveyed 
like :,. glimmering ray to the minds of most of the 
inhabitants of our globe. 

It appears evident, then, from what ha~ been 
written, that all the relics of theology to be found 
in heatheu lands, are only the remaining fragments 
which have hecn handed down hy a vitiated and 
dcfccti ve tradition. But more than this, we find 
people not only in Africa, but in other parts of the 
world, from whose iutclketual horizon the last 
rays of tradition have tled,-proving what the 
Scriptures affirm, that man's depraved natnre is 
such, as to choose darkness rather than light,-aud 
who have now most emphatically forgotten God. 
The late Hcv. William ltoby, in his Lectures on 
Hevealed Religion, from which some hints have 
been taken, makes the following remarks :-

" ,rith respect to ourselves, it must be admitted, 
that we derived our knowledge of the tmth from 
instmction; and whcre.ver it exists, it may be 
traced through antecedent generations, to the first 
parents of the human race; and they could dcrhe 
it from no other than their Creator. The advo­
cates of human reason and natural religion, may 
talk and write on these subjects, but their systems 
are radicallg d,fcctice in various respects. They 
are not only obscure and confused ; inadequate 
and imperfect; different and contradictory; but 
arc all of them merely hypothetical. They are 
founded upon nothing but presumption, they cannot 
justly pretend to certainty, for they acknowledge 
no infallible standard; presenting no evidence of 
divine authority, they have no claim to religious 
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obligation. Acknowledging no positive rule, no 
decisive testimony, no superior tribunal; one in­
dividual pretending to reasou, exercising his ju<lg­
ment upon them, has as great a right to deny, as 
anothe1· has to aJlirm." 

Since the publication of my sermon, preached 
Lefore the Directors of the London l\lissionary 
Society, many questions have been put to me on 
the preceding subjects, which has induced me to 
proceed at greater length in this discussion. As 
to the question of mau's responsibility, according 
to these views, the same question may be put with 
eqnal propriety, in reference to the idolater, whose 
" too superstitions" parents taught him from 
earliest infancy to venerate a block of wood, or 
reptile deified ; or in rderencc to the <leaf and 
dumb, or many others, whose senses are entire, 
whose minds were never cultivated bv those who 
might have saved them. "Ye knew· your duty, 
but ye <lid it not;" will be the great condemning 
charge brought against the wilful transgressor, by 
the Judge of all the earth. The issue of the prin­
ciples inculcateJ by Him, who shall come in 
flaming fire to take vengeance ou those that know 
not God, will be, that " lie who knew his Lord's 
will, and <li<l it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes; but he who knew not his Lord's will, and 
couunittc<l deeds worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
with few stripes." The apostle Paul asserts to the 
Athenians, that the times of pagan ignorance, 
" Go<l winked .at, but now comman<leth all men 
every where to repent." The same apostle, feeling 
the full weight of the Saviour's commission, adds 
to the fearful list of iniquities, and flagitious sins, 
committed by his owu countrymen, the .Jews, that 
of " forbidding him an<l his colleagues to preach 
to the Gentiles, that they might be saved." Thus, 
if the apostle is to be our example, and the com­
mands of the Saviour are to be our guide, our <lmy 
is as plain as if written by a noontide ray, to make 
known to perishing heathen, whether at home or 
aboa<l, the words of eternal life. 

llefore concluding this general review of the pre­
rniling notions which l'Xist among the tribes of 
Southern Africa, which throw some light on their 
origin, and present the most formidable barriers to 
their evangelizatiou, a few remnants of tradition 
may be noticed. Among the tribes, and especially 
those nearer to the coast, some customs remain 
which arc thought to haYe a reference to sacrifices, 
offerings, and purifications; such as might be ex­
pected to be fouu<l among people descending from 
the East, as all the llcchuaua tribes appear to 
have <lone. In many instances, their slaughtering 
of animals on occasions of a tree being struck with 
lightning, 01· to procure rain, or to restore the sick, 
may be easily traced to the iuventive brain of wily 
rain-makers, who in such a case, as at their public 
festivals au<l ceremonies, never lose sight of their 
stomachs. One will try to coax the sickness out of 
a chieftain by sitting him astride an ox, with its 
f~et an<l legs tied ; an<l then smothering the animal 
by holding its 1,ose in a large bowl of water. A 
feast follows, and the ox is devoured, sickness au<l 
all. A sorcerer will pretend he cannot find out 
the guilty person, or where the malady of another 
lies, till he has got him to kill an ox, on which he 
manmuvres, by cutting out certain parts. Another 

Joctor will require a goat, which he kills over the 
sick person, allowing the blood to run down the 
body; another will require the fat of the kidney of 
a fresh slaughtered goat, saying, that any old fat 
will not clo; and thus he comes in for his chop. 
These slaughtcrings are prescribed according to 
the wealth of the individual, so that a stout ox 
might be a cure for a slight cold in a chieftain, 
while a kid wouhl be a remedy for a fever among 
the poor, among whom there was no chance of 
obtaining anything greater. The above ceremonies 
might with little <lilHculty be construed iuto 
sacrifices, if we felt anxious to increase the number 
of traditionai·y remains. Is it, however, to be won­
dered at among a pastoral people, whose choicest 
viand is broiled or boiled meat, and to whom fat 
of any kind is like the richest cordials, that they 
should solemnize every c"<'ent or circumstance with 
beef? When a covenant is made between parties, 
or a mutual treaty entered into, one animal, or 
more, must he killed; and, like .Jacob and Laban 
of ol<l, they eat together. All this is very natural, 
but the following is not so agreeahle a part of the 
business. \\'hen Sibonelo, a chief of the Baroloug, 
made a covenant with Buys, who fled to him from 
Kafir-land, the paunch of a large ox was taken, 
with its contents, and an incision being made in 
each side of the stomach, the one forced his body 
through it, and the other followed, intimating by 
this ceremony that they were henceforward one 
people. But, beyond these, there is something 
more like sacrifice among the Zoolus, or what may 
with more propriety be ,·iewe<l as honouring the 
manes of the deaJ; to which reference will be 
made in my journey to Moselekatse. Howe,·er, it 
never appeared to me that tlie!J ;deified them any 
more than the thoughtless in this country clo, when 
they swear by St. George. The distinguished and 
heroic <lee<ls of those who have signalized them­
selves in aggrandizing the nation, are the theme of 
their songs like those of Ossian, the son of Fingal. 
Their poets an<l public eulogists, to please their -
vain monarch, work tbcmseh·es up to a state of 
enthusiasm bordering on phrcnzy, an<l attribute 
the most unbounded powers and achievements to 
personages of royalty aud fame. A similar custom, 
douhtless, gave rise to the deified heroes of an­
tiquity. 

Is it surprising, that ignorant, au<l, not unfre­
quently, feeble-minded chiefs, should yield to a 
kind of superstitious veneration and regard for the 
names of those who haYe distinguished themselves 
by <lee<ls of valour, until by frequent contemplation 
an<l eulogy they become most exaggerated and 
extravagant, so as to foster pride and vainglory, 
and awaken the suspicion of something more than 
human ? This has been the custom of all ages, 
and has been the fertile means of throwiug au im­
penetrable veil over the history of many characters 
and ennts, when ;the absence of letters prevented 
their being ba.u<leJ down to posterity in their 
naked form. 

The ceremonies to be fonud among the Bechu­
anas, apparently of l\losaic or patriarchal origin, 
arc found upon examination to be like shells with­
out the kernel. Whatever may have been their 
origin, they have merged into the ordinary habits 
of savage life, au<l centuries ago lost the last vestiges 
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of the tradition of their original design. Happy shouted, " Great is Diana." Ask their descendants 
for us that we have not beeu left to feel after God or successors what these things mean, and they arc 
among the distant orbs of heaven, or amid the . silent as the lifeless deities before their eyes 
diversified displays of power and skill in our own ' Among some a few shadows seem still to linger, 
world. "If, therefore, natural theology is rightly which the fancy of a sorcerer employs to feed the 
defined to he that which is attainable by the light' mind of the popubce, with ideas more gross than 
of nature only, then aJI who have the light of, could haYe arisen from the absence of aJI tradition. 
nature, and the use of reason, are capal,le of attain-

1 
Thus we find in the downward scale of lmman de­

i1ig it; otherwise, the definition will be false and gradation men who, as the apostle says, " did not 
imprrfect. The general character of man will hold like to retain God in their knowledge," tnrn the 
trne that he is without kuowledge till he receives truth into a lie or an idol. These again become 
instrnction, and without conscience tiJI informed • varied according to the fancies of their ,·otaries : 
what the will of God is.'"* \ others are coutent with fetiches and charms; and 

The multitude of ignorant saYages to be found in finaJly some, from their uomade life and isolated 
the world corroborates this statement, and the means position, ha Ye lost all idea of the being of a God. 
hy which some haYe sunk lower than others in the I If we find in some parts of the world those who, 
depths of ignorance, may be easily traced. Nations I though reclinini under the very shadow of edifices 
who have the sacred monuments of the past before I of idolatry, are ignorant of their origin or use, what 
their eyes from age to age, have the mementos of I are we to expect from Africans, whose pro7enitors, 
what they arc intended to represent, and are con- I am led to suppose, were not very civilized them­
stantly reminded by this means of the religion of selves when they first began to people their nst 
their ancestors. continent? Africa, doubtless, was originally peopled 

If we look over tl,e map of the Gentile world, by each family or tribe of its first settlers becoming 
we find the victims of all the grades of idolatry, too numerous for its locality, some branching out 
from the most refined and abstract to the most to the more sequestered parts; anrl, not unfre­
savage and debased, in,olved in the gross darkness quently, communities, rent a.under by intestine 
described in the preceding pages. Some nations, broils, have sought separate sctth,ments elsewhere; 
from time immemorial, haw been under the domi- others again have been drh·en to take refuge from 
nation of systems so cruel, that their tenets may he a superior force in the recesses of the wild cham­
read in characters of hlood. Those of others are paign; and, lastly, little communities hm·e probably 
iuvol-.ed in so many labyrinths, that we cannot arisen from rebels and murderers, whose crimes 
ascribe their contrivance to Hen a host of the most have compelled them to seek shelter among beasts 
inventi,e minds, or to the e:-.perience of a succession of prey. We can readily percei,·e from these cir­
of ages. If we examine those idolatrous structures, cumstances how easy it was for a people, during 
which crnsh so many millions of our race in the such a lapse of time, descending from Mizraim aud 
cast, which have endured for ages, and with their Phut, and migrating through Egypt, or descending 
multiplied ramifications have tried the faith and from Cush, and passing from Arabia to the eastern 
zeal of the churches of Christ, the most legitimate and sonthern parts of the African continent, from 
conclusion at which we can arrh·e is, that Satan, the fierce and restless trib~s of Ishmael, to forget 
the god of this world, has been most successful in every vestige of the creeds of their progenitors. It 
aiding the minds of men, completely to transform is easy for men to degenerate in religion and civili­
" the invisible things" first revealed to man. Al- zation, especially when compeJled to lead a wander­
though it must be admitted that the Hindoos are iug life, which is hy no means favourable to the 
highly inteJlectual, and their system is indicative cultivation of devotion in the soul; but numberlfss 
of superlative cunning, yet such is the delusion of examples prove that nothing less than a divine lcve1· 
its votaries, that they give themselves np, as if can raise them. In all ages "hunger and igno­
rearnn had reeled from its piYot, to a worship at ranee have been the great hrutalizers of the human 
which a babe might shriek with terror, or smile at race;" and, if we look at the large tracts of barren 
as a toy. country inhabited by some of the African tribes, it 

The immense structures which have been raised is not surprising that they are what they are,­
to perpetuate these strange cornmixtures of heaven ignorant, filthy, and sometimes very disgusting in 
and heJI, and the puzzling dogmas of their shasters, their appearance. Degraded as they are, they 
onlv serve to retain the minds of miJlions in the merit not the epithets which have been heaped upon 
grossest idolatry. them by those who are unmindful that their position 

"' e might select other grades, such as are to be only has prevented them from becoming Ilottentots 
found in the Eastern Archipelago, the South Sea and Bushmen themselves. 
Islands, or America, diverging, according to their We close our remarks on this subject by a quota­
respective positions, still further from the original tion from "Hesearches into the Physical History of 
symbols of divine worsliip. As we traverse the l\lankind." by Dr. Prichard:-
more sequestered sections of the great human family, " If these tribes are, as I ha,e endea,ourecl to 
we find the glimmering rays of tradition still less prove, not a distinct class of nations, hut only the 
conspicuous, Some even have before their eyes the offsets of stems, differing widely from them when 
sacred remains of former ages in gigantic busts, or existing under more favourable circumstances; if 
broken piles of ruined grandeur, which once echoed the apparent inferiority in their organization, their 
to the tones of idolatrous devotion, where hecatombs ugliness, thin, meagre, and deformed stature, are 
were slain, and whid1 were perfumed with the in- usuaJly connected with physical conditions nn­
cense of votive offerings, while myriads there favourable to the development of bodily vigour,-

• Ellis on ))" ioc Things. there wiJI be no proof of original inforiori•y in any-
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thing that can he a<l<luce<l respecting them. Their 
personal deformity an<l intellectual weakness, if 
these attributes really bdong to them, must be re­
gar<led as iudivi<lual varieties. Similar cldccts arc 
produced in every part of the human race hy the 
agency of physical circumstances parallel to those 
nuder which the tribes in question are known to 
exist. If these were reverse<.!, it is prohablc that a 
fc1v generations wonld obliterate the effect which 
has resulte<l from tliem."-Vol. ii. p. 3-19, &c. 

It may also be here a<lde<l, from the same learned 
author, 

" That they haYe not, in<lecd, contribute<l towards 
the ath-ancement of human art or science, but they 
have shown themselves willing and able to profit 
hy these advantages when introdnce<l among them. 
The civilization of many African nations is much 
superior to that of the a bcrigines of Europe, during 
the ages which preceded the conquests of the Goths 
and Swedes in the north, an<l the Homans in the 
southern parts." 

CHAPTER xvm. 

ont of the Kurnman Hinr, an<l passe<l in its course 
through the gardens of the nahves. As irrigation 
was to them entirely unknown, fonutains am! streams 
ha<l heeu suffered to· rnn to waste, where crops even 
of native grain (holcus sorghum), which supports 
amazing dronght, are sel<lom very abundant from 
tbe general scarcity of rain. The native women, 
seeing the fertilizing effect of the water in onr gar­
<lens, thought nry nall1rally that they ha<l an equal 
right to their own. au<l took the liberty of cutting 
open our water <litch, an<l alloiving it on some occa­
sions to lloo<l theirs. This mo<lo of procee<ling left 
us at times without a drop of water, eYen for cnli­
nary purposes. It was in vain that we pleade<l, and 
remonstrate<l with the chiefs; the women were the 
masters in this matter. Mr. Hamilton and I were 
daily compelle<l to go altemalcly three miles with 
a spa<le, about three o'clock P.,1., the hottest time 
of the <lay, and turn in the many outlets into native 
gardens, that we might ha,e a little moisture to 
refresh our burnt-up vegetal,Jes <luring the night, 
which we were ohlige<l to irrigate when we onght 
to ha,·e rested from the labours of the day. l\Iany 
night watches were spent in this way; an<l after 

ID<lilferenee to instruction-The womPn mouopolize the we ha<l raised with great labour ,·egetable~, so 
waLcr-Palieoce tried-Situation or a )lissionary's wifl·- necess:ary to our constitutions, the natives woul<l 
Character of our congregations-C11nu1ng thie,·es-The steal them by day as well as by night, an<l, after a 
bewitched pot-Consolnlions-Acqnirm:,.:- the laognage- year's toil aud care, we scarce1y reaped. anything 
Character or interprt>Lers-Errors ine,·itahle-~el'ious to reward us for our labour. The women woul<l 
blunders-Di,·ioe Supiiort-Itiuernliug-Sntin~ ,·iews of watch our return from turning the streams into the 
the Missioaary character-A geaerous olfer-The Mora• watercourse, an<l woul<l immc<liately go an<l open 
,ians in Grccnlan.J.-P,ml's prr.acliiug at Albt!os-An the outlets again; thus leaving us on a thirsty plain 
P>ample to )l,ssionarics-A llottcntol woman-Iler affiic- many days without a drop of water, excepting that 
tion and pen,tencc. which was carried from a <listant fountain, un<lcr a 

""E shall now return to our la hours among the cloudless sky, when the thermometer at noon would 
Ileclmanas, which Jrnd already been carried on for frequently rise to I 2tl° in the shade. When we 
about 1h-e years. The natives had by this time complained of this, the women, who one woul<l 
become perfectly callous and indifferent to all in- have thought wollld have been the first to appre­
struction, except it were followed by some temporal ciate the principles by which we were actuated, 
benefit in assisting them with the labour of onr became exasperated, an<l going to the higher dam, 
hands, which was not always in our power. The where the water was Jed out of the river, with their 
following extract from a letter written at this time picks completely destroyed it, allowing the stream 
depicts our real situation:-" I often feel at a loss to flow in its ancient bed. By this means the 
what to say relative to the king<lom of Christ at supply of water we formerly had was reduced to 
this station. A sameness marks the events of each one-half. and that c•ntirely at the mercy of those 
returning day. No conversions, no inquiry after who loved us only when we could supply them with 
God, no objc•ctions raised to exercise our powers in tobacco, repair their tools, or a<lminister rue<licine to 
<lcfonce. Indifference and stupidity form the wreath the affiicte<l. But all this, an<l much more faile<l 
on every brow, ignorance-the grossest ignorance 

I 
to soften their feelings towar<ls 11s. lllrs. llloffat, 

of Divine things-forms the basis of every action; from these circumstances, an<l the want of female 
it is only tbiugs earthly, sensual, an<l <levilish, which ' assistance, has been compelle<l to send the hea,·ier 
stimulate to activity and mirth, while the great ! part of our linen a hundre<l miles to be washed. 
subject of the soul's redemption appears to them I Our situation might he better conceive<l than de­
like an old aud ragge<l garment, possessing neither I scribed: not one believe<l our report among the 
loveliness nor worth. 0. when shall the day-star thousands by whom we were surrounde<l. Native 
arise on their hearts! ,v e preach, we converse, we ai<l, especially to the" i fe of the missionary, though 
catrchise, we pray, but without the least apparent I not to he dispense<.! with, was a source of anxiety, 
success. Only satiate their men<licant spirits by I and an addition to our cares; for any individual 
perpetually giving, and we are all that is good; might uot only thn•aten, hut carry a rash purpose 
but refuse to meet their deman<ls, their praises arc into effect. For instance, l\Irs. lll., with a babe in 
turned to ridicule an<l abuse." I her arms, hegged, and that very humbly, of a 

Our time was incessantly occupied in bnil<ling, woman, just to be kin<l cnouirh to mow out of a 
and labouring frequently for the meat that perisheth; temporary kitchen, that she might shut it as usual 
lmt our exertions were often in vaiu, for while we before goi11g into the place of worship. The 
so,ve<l, tl,e nafr<es reaped. The site of the station woman, a plebeian, seize<l a piece of wood to hurl 
was a light san<ly soil, where no kin<l of vegetables it at lllrs. 1\1.'s head, who, of course, immediately 
wonl<l grow without constant irrigation. Our water escaped to the house of Go<l, leaving her the undis­
ditch, which was some miles in length, ha<l been led puled occupant of the kitclicn, any of the contents 

------------------------------- --~--- -·· 
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of which she would not hesitate to appropriate to that time replace them, when there was no inter­
her own use. It rcquirc<l no little fortitude and course whatever with the colony. Some of our 
forbearance in the wifo of the missionary, who had tools an<l utensils which they stole, on finding the 
to keep at home, and attcml to the cares and duties metal not what they expected, they would bring 
of a family, to have the house crowded with those back, beaten into all shapes, an<l offer them in ex­
who would seize a stone, and <lare interference on change for some other article of value. Knives 
her part. As many men and women as pleased were always eagerly coveted; our metal spoons 
might come into our hut, leaving us not room even they melted; and when we were supplied with 
to tnru ourselves, and making cHrything they plated irnn ones, which they found not so pliable, 
touched the colour of their own greasy red attire; they supposed them bewitched. Very often, when 
while some were talking, othe1-s would be ,leeping, employe<l working at a distauce from the house, if 
and some pilfering whatever they could lay their there was 110 one in whom he coul<l confide,. the 
hands upon. This would keep the housewife a missionary would he compelled to carry them all 
perfect prisoner in a suffocating atmosphere, almost to the place where he went to seek a draught of 
intolerable; and when they departed they left ten water, well knowing that if they were left they 
times more than their number behind-company would take wings before he could return. 
still more offcnsiv1•. As it was not pleasant to take The following ludicrous circumstance once hap­
our meals among such filth, our dinner was often pened, aud was related to the writer by a nati,e m 
deferred for hours, hoping for their departure; but, , graphic style. Two men had succeeded in stealing 
after all, it had to he eaten when the natives were : an iron pot. Having just t,1ken it from the fire, it 
despatching their game at our feet. Our attend- I was rather warm for handing conveniently over a 
ance at puhlic woi-ship wonld vary from one to fence, and by doing so, it fell 011 a stone and was 
forty; and these very oftcu manifesting the greatest ' cracked. " It is iron," said they, and off they went 
indccorum. Some would he snoring; others laugh- with their booty, resolving to make the best of it, 
ing; some workin9; and others, who might even that is, if it would not serve for cooking, they would 
he styled the nobte.~,e, would be employed in re- transform it into knives and spears. After some 
moving from their ornaments certain nameless time had elapsed, and the hue and cry about the 
insects, Jetting them run about the forms, while missing pot had nearly died away, it was brought 
sitting by the missionary's wife. Never having forth to a native smith, who had laid in a stock of 
been accustomed to chairs or stools, ,ome, by way charcoal for the occasion. The pot was farther 
of imitation, wouhl sit with their feet on the benches, broken to make it more comcnient to lay hold of 
having their knees, according to their usual mode with the tongs, which are generally of the bark of 
of sitting, drawn up to their chins. Jn this position a tree. The native ,·nlcan, nnacquaintcd with 
one would fall asleep and tumble over, to the great cast-iron, having with his small bellows, one in 
merriment of his fellows. Ou some occasions an each ham\, produced a good heat, drew a piece 
opportunity would he watched to rob, when the from the fire. To his utter amazement it flew into 
missionary was engaged in public service. The pieces at the first stroke of his little hammer. An­
thief would just put his head within the door, dis- other and another piece was brought under the 
cover who was in the pulpit, and, knowing he could action of the fire, and then under the hammer with 
not leave his rostrum before a certain time had no better success. Doth the thief and the smith, 
elapsed, would go to his house and take what he gazing with eyes and mouth dilated on the frag­
conlLI lay his hands upon. ,vhen Mr. Hamilton mcnts of iron scattered ronnd the stone anvil, de­
and I met in the evening, we almost always had dared their belief that the pot was bewitched, and 
some talc to tell about our losses, but never about concluded pot-stealing to be a bad speculation. 
our gains, except those of resignation and peace, l\lr. Hamilton, whose house was frequently left 
the results of patience, and faith in the unchange- alone, fared worse than when there was any one to 
able purposes of Jehovah. " I will be exalted keep an eye on visitors. He has more than once 
among the heathen," cheered our often baffled and returned from preaching, and found a stone left in 
drooping spirits. the pot iustcad of the meat on which he had hoped 

Some nights, or rather mornings, we had to record to dine. Indeed there would be no end to de­
thcfls committed in the course of twenty-four hou1-s scribing all the losses, mortifications, and disap­
in our houses, our smith-shop, our garden, and pointments we daily met with in the course of our 
among our cattle in the fiehl. These they have duty. We can never look back on those years of 
more than once driven into a bog or mire, at a late sorrow without lifting np our hearts to God in 
hour informing us of the accident, as they termed grateful adoration for the grace afforded, while we 
it; and, as ii was then too dark to render assistance, hung onr harps upon the willows, and after years 
one or more would fall a prey to the hyenas or of labour felt as if it would never fall to our lot 
hungry natives. One night they entered our cattle- to sing the song of triumph in a strange land. 
fold, killcu one of our best draught oxen, and car- Often have we met together to read the word of 
ricd the whole away except one shoulder. We God, that never-failing source of comfort, and 
were compelled to use much meat, from the great contented with being only the pioneers, have poured 
scarcity of grain and vegetables: our sheep we had I out our souls in prayer for the perishing heathen 
to purchase at a distance; and very thankful might arnund. There were seasons when, by faith in the 
we be, if, out of twenty, we secured the largest half sure word of promise, we could look beyond " the 
for omsclvcs. They would break their legs, cut gloomy hills of darkness," and rejoice in the full 
off their tails, and more frequently carry off the assurance of hope in the approaching latter-day 
whole carcase. Tools, such as saws, axes, and glory. These were a few of our difficulties, while 
adzes, were losses severely felt, as we could not at others, more perplexing still, arose from the conduct 
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of individuals who ha,\ accompanied the mission­
aries as assistants. These, though selected from 
other stations as professors of re! igion, when they 
came to associate with the natives, l'Xhibited much 
of that weakness which may be expected from 
people just emerging ,from the grossness of hea­
thenism. \\'hen the ncedfnl discipline was ex­
ercised on some, others were offended, and thus 
caused much pain of miud, by an exhibition of im­
proper tempers towards those whose only object was 
to save chem from ruin. The Bechnauas coultl not 
fail _of observing these inconsistencies, and thus they 
became stumbling-blocks to the heathen. 

The acquisition of the language was an object of 
the first importance. This was to be done under 
circumstances the most unfavourable, as there was 
,ieither time nor place of rdircment for study, and 
no interpreter worthy the name. A few, and hut 
a few words were collected, and these very in­
correct, from the ignorance of the interpreter of 
the grammatical structure either of his own or the 
Dutch lauguage, through which mctlium all our 
intercourse was carried ou. It was something like 
groping in the dark, aud many were the ludicrous 
blunders I made. The more waggish of those 
from whom I occasionally obtained sentences and 
forms of speech, would richly enjoy the fuu, if 
they succeeded in leading me into egregious mis­
takes and shameful blnntlcrs ; hut though I had to 
pay dear for my credulity, I learned something. 
After being compelled to attend to every species 
of manual, and frequently menial, Jabour for the 
whole day, working under a burning sun, sta11ding 
on the saw-pit, labouring at the anvil, treading 
clay, or employed in cleaning a water ditch, it may 
be imagiued that I was in 110 very fit coudition for 
study, even when a quiet hour could be obtained 
iu the evening for that purpose. And this was not 
all ; an efficient iuterprcter could not he found in 
the country; and when everything was ready for 
inquiry, the native mind, unaccustomed to analyzc 
abstract terms, would, after a fow questions, he com­
pletely bewildered. I can fully cuter into the feel­
ings of Dr. Burchell, in the following ex tract from 
his travels, bearing directly on the subject:-

" Those whose minds have been expaudcd by a 
European educatiou, cannot readily conceive the 
stupidit:;, as they would call it, of savages, in 
cvcrythmg hcyond the most simple ideas and the 
most uncompouuded n9tions, either in moral or in 
physical knowledge. But, the fact is, their life 
em braces so few incidents, thci r occupations, their 
thoughts, and their cares arc confined to so few 
objects, that their ideas must necessarily be equally 
few, anti equally confined. I have sometimes been 
obliged to allow l\Iochnnka to leave off the task 
when he had scarcely given me a dozen of words; 
as it was evident that exertion of mind, or con­
tinued employment of thcfacull!J ref thinking, soon 
wore on t his powers of reflection, aud rendered 
him really incapable of paying any longer attention 
to the suhjcct. On such occasions, he would betray 
by his listlessness and the vacancy of his counte­
uancc, that abstract questions of the plainest kind 
soon exhausted all mental strength, and reduced 
him to the state of a child whose reason was 
dormant. He would then complain that his head 
began to ache ; and as it was useless to persist 

invit,1 .lllineru,1, he always received immediately 
his dismissal for that day." 

The reducing of an oral language to writing 
hcing so important to the missionary, he ought to 
have every encouragement afforded him, and he 
supplied with the meaus ncoessary for the attain­
ment of such an ohject, The Bcchuanas, though 
they had never known the worth of time, could, 
like men in general, sPt a high value on service 
done for a stranger. They snpposctl that, as we 
were supported by resources, not drawn from the 
country, we had only to call for riches, and they 
would come; while at the same time we had the 
greatest difficulty in making both ends meet, which 
indeed we could not have accomplished without 
personal hard la hour. 

A missionary who commences giving direct in­
struction to the natives, though far from being 
competent in the language, is proceeding ou safor 
ground than if he were employing an interpreter, 
who is not proficient in both languages, and who 
has not a tolerable understanding of the doctrines 
of the gospel. Trusting to an igHorant and unqua­
lified iuterpretcr, is attended with consequences not 
only luclicrous, but dangerous to the very objects 
which lie nearest the missionary's heart. The 
natives will smile, and make "allowances for the 
blundering speeches of the missionary : and though 
some may convey the very opposite meaning to 
that w bich he intends, they know from his general 
character what it shoultl he. and ascribe the blunder 
to his ignorance of the language. They arc uot so 
charitable towards his interpreter, whose interest 
it is to make them believe that he is master of a 
language of which they know nothing, and con­
sequently they take for granted, that all is correct 
which comes through his lips. I have been very 
much trouhled in my mind on hearing that the 
most erroneous renderings have hecn given to what 
I had saitl. Since acquiring the language, I have 
had opportunities of discovering this with my own 
cars, by hearing sentences trauslated, which at one 
moment were calculated to excite no more than a 
smile, while others would produce intense agony 
of miud from their bordering on blasphemy, and 
which the interpreter gave as the word of God. 
The interpreter, who cannot himself read, anti who 
uuderstands Yery partially what he is translating, 
if he is not a very humble one, will, as I haYC often 
Jieard, introduce a cart-wheel, or an ox-tail into 
some passage of simple sublimity .of Holy Writ, 
just because some wore\ in the sentence had a 
similar sound. Thus the passage, " The salvation 
of the soul is a great and important subject;" The 
salvation of the soul is a very great sack, must 
sound strange indeed. Oh, it is an untold blessing 
for one in such circumstances to have an humble 
and devout interpreter, who feels the very words 
glow as they pass through his lips. I have felt in 
l\'amaqua-land, with such au one, as if a holy 
unction from above were resting both on myself 
and interpreter. Alas! for us among the Hechu­
anas, ours was not of this descriptiou; he had ac­
companied l\Ir. Campbell to Kurrcchane, brought 
home a concubine with him, and apostatiziug, 
became an enemy to the mission. 

This was one of the trials to which allusion has 
been made, and was a severe hlow; while the 
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heathen laughed at our puny efforts to reform the 
nation. They had boasted that our Jesus and 
Jehovah, of whom we liked to talk so frequently, 
should never get one convert to how the knee 
to their sway; and now these boasts were reiterated 
with epithets of contumely and scorn. Sometimes 
a cheering ray would pierce through the thick 
gloom which hung over our prospects, in the form 
of a kind word or action on the part of a chief or 
person of influence, though that was generally 
either the precursor of a favour to he asked, or a 
return for one granted. We needed the graces of 
faith and patience, and but for almighty support, 
"c must have fainted and fallen in the struggle. 
It was then that the prayers of the chmchcs at 
home ,rcre answered, though not in the way human 
minds anticipated. It was then that the Divine 
promises were pcnLsed with renewed feelings of 
ardour and consolation; and it was then that we 
were taught experimentally, " that it was not by 
might, no1· by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord." It <lid indeed produce a melancholy feeling, 
when we looked around us, ou so many immortal 
heings, not one of whom loved us, none sympa­
thized, none considered the day of their merciful 
visitation; hut with their lives, as with their lips, 
were saying to the Almighty, " Depart from UB, 

we desire not the knowledge of thy ways." 
With such interpreters and aids as we could ob­

tain, we ceased not to lift up our voices to proclaim 
the gospel jubilee. The commission of him, who 
tasted death for e,-cry man, dwelt on our tongues; 
and though the declaration of Omnipotence, " l\ly 
word shall not rctnru unto me ,·oid." assured us 
that our lahoms were 110t in vain, still we felt it 
an arduom employ. Every means was resorted to, 
:md every season improved, to arrest the attention 
of the native mind, and e-rerything hopeful, even 
in the countenance of an individual, was eagerly 
treasured up in our l,earts; bnt to our grief, we 
found every indication like the moming cloud and 
the early dew. We itinerated by turn every Sab­
bath, to the neighbouring villages; and very fre­
quently after four and fh-c miles' walk, could not 
get an individual to listen to the message of Divine 
mercy. Without the influence of the chief men of 
the hamlet. it was scarcely possible at any time to 
collect a few individuals together; and if this was 
accomplished, they thought they were entitled to 
a reward for the exercise of their authority in 
promoting the object of 011r wishes; and not un­
frequently. when they commauded, or rather pre­
tended to command the attendance of their people, 
they laughed at the mandate, which they well knew 
was only that of the lips. Finding that a little bit 
of tobacco had some influence in increasing onr 
congregatious at these 0111-places, as well as for the 
purpose of obtaining a draught of water, we would 
take a small portion of our little stock; but when 
we happened to forget it, we were frequently told 
to go back first, and bring the tobacco. We were 
wont to start very early, having to go on foot, in 
order to rctnrn to the statio11 before the sun got so 
hot as to cause walking on the sand, especially in 
thin shoes, to he attended with considerable pain. 
I have known the chief of a village defer the col­
lecting of his people together till the ~nn had 
become very hot, kuowing our extreme reluctance to 

return, without having had an opportunity of saying 
something to them about their eternal interests; 
and when they found this delay compelled the mis­
sionary, in his course homeward over a sandy plain, 
to step from one tuft of grass to another, and stop 
frequently under the shadow of a Lush till his 
glowing foet should cool, it afforded them no little 
satisfaction and enjoyment. 

1\1 any of them thought us a strange race of beings; 
while some would insinuate that we had some other 
object in view, of a very different character than to 
make them believe in fables; and what was, if 
possible, still more consolatory, they would tell us, 
that we had come to their country to get a liviug. 
Some brighter minds, however, inferred from what 
they saw that all our rcson ,·ccs being foreign, and 
some of them employed to administer to the wants 
of the natives, besides the taxes levied by thieves, 
that these surmises were not exactly the whole of 
the truth, hut that we must be runawan from our 
native land, preferring a suffering iife in their 
country to returning to our own, to be punished 
for some crime of which ,,e had been guilty. 
" What is the reason yon do not retum to your 
own land?" asked a chief, ,vhen I begged him to 
endeavour to recover my knife, which had been 
stolen from my jacket that I had laid down w hilc 
preaching. " If your land was a good one, or if 
yon were not afraid of returning, you would not 
be so content to live as you do, while people devour 
you," said another. 

Onr itinerating jonmeys to the Batlaros, who 
lived at Patane, about twenty miles to the westward, 
were of a more agreeable nature, if a comparison 
may be drawn. The thing was more novel to 
that people, and a congregation might be convened, 
though their wildness and ignorance may in some 
measure be conceived of by the follmving extract 
from one of my journals:-" Arrived at Tlogo's 
,illagc. Tlogo the chief, and a number of people, 
having congregated at the wagon, I embraced the 
opportunity of speaking to them a little about the 
things of God. I had scarcely begun, when the 
greater part of them took to their heels. At the con­
clusion, sorncthing was said in reference to what had 
taken place, when one who could speak a few words 
of the Dutch language broke out in the following ha­
rangue : 'The Bechuanas are wry hard-headed, and 
will not hear, though God has giwn them so many 
things. He has gi.en them oxen, goal•, and women,' 
-ranking the latter among the inf~rior animals." 

The missionary requires incessant patience and 
perseverance, for often when he has, by many kind 
speeches and a present to the chief, collected an 
audience, he finds his first words arc only a siirnal 
for instant dismissal. I have found some chiefs, 
who, entirely ignorant of the motives of the mis­
sionary, have professed great anxiety to ha'<'e one, 
and would hring a young daughter into the presence 
of l\Irs. l\loffat, assuring me that he would give her 
to be my wife, were I to take up my abode with 
him. This, no 1loubt, was very generous; and he, 
poor man, in his ib'110rance, must have thought 
me not only saucy, but silly, not to embrace so 
fascinating an offer. These visits, although with­
out any apparent success, were not lost either upon 
the natives or onrsclns; for while they grndnally 
familiarized our character and objects to the people, 
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they taught us lessons very important in preparing 
us for trials greater than these. 

In imparting instmction, we were oblige<l to keep 
to first principles. Among such a people it was 
necessary to assert who God was, as well as what 
He had done for a sinful worl<l. It is recor<le<l of 
the l\loravian missionaries in Greenland, that they 
ha<l been in the habit of directing the attention of 
their hearers to the existence an<l attributes of God, 
the fall of man, and the deman<ls of the Divine 
law ; hoping thus, by degrees, to prepare the minds 
of the heathen for the more mysterious and sub­
lime trnths of the gospel. As, however, this plan 
had been tried for five years with no success, they 
now resol vc<l, in the first instance, simply to 
preach Christ crncifie<l to the benighted Green­
landers; and not only were their mvn souls set at 
peculiar liberty in speaking, but the power of ,the 
Holy Ghost evidently accompanied the word spoken 
to the hearts and consciences of the hearers ; so 
that they trembled at their danger as sinners, and 
rejoiced with joy unspeakable in the appointment 
and exhibition of Christ as a Saviour from the 
wrath to come. This fact has been reiterated; and 
by the deductions drawn from it, many, we believe, 
have been led to suppose that the subsequent labours 
of other missionaries, for sixteen years, in the 
South Sea Islands, without fruit, must have arisen 
from their not " thus directing their principal 
attention to the only subjcct which was likely to he 
perm'lnently profit.'lblc to the heathen." This, 
however, we conceive to be a very erroneous con­
clusion; for if we examine the journals and ex­
perience of those who laboured a much longer 
period than the Greenland missionaries, with no 
better success, we shall find that the burden of 
their report was, " God so loved the world," &c. 
If these missionaries, whom we can never cease to 
admire, and whose extraordinary loYe to the 
Saviour influenced them to brave the tempests of 
an arctic sky, had confined their preaching exclu­
sively to the attributes of Go<l, which, as ministers 
of the Xew Testament, we can scarcely think they 
did, we should not won<ler at their little success. 
It ought also to be recollected, that, by tl1eir first 
efforts to enlighten the minds of the natives re­
specting the character of the Divine Being, they 
were preparing the way for dilating more fully on 
the theme of man's redemption. 

The course pursued by the apostle among the 
Jews, who were acquainted with the nature and 
operations of the true Go<l, was to proclaim the 
reign of the Messiah, and even to baptize in the 
name of the Lord Jesus only; but Paul, whose all­
absorbing theme was Christ, and Him crucified, 
detennined, while standini; on l\lars' Hill, among 
the literati of Athens, to discourse first on the cha­
racter and attributes of the true God, of whom they 
were ignorant. His sennon, or rather the exordium, 
is entirely restricted to the establishment of this 
most important point. This was his mode of 
convincing both stoics and epicureans of the fallacy 
of their tenets ; and by thus introducing the cha­
racter and government of what was to them an 
"Unknown God," he prepared them for the at­
traction of the cross, which was to the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness. 
This inimitable discourse was addressed to idolaters, 

an<l admirably calculated to overthrow the notions 
of his opponents; for while the epicureans acknow­
ledged no gods, except in name, they absolutely 
denied that they exercised any government over 
the world or its inhabitants; and while the stoics 
<lid not deny the existence of the gods, they held 
that all human affairs were go,·erned by fate. 
The Acts of the A postlcs has very properly been 
designatetl a " Missionary Book;" an<l he who 
takes the first propagators of Christianity as his 
moclels, cannot err. The missionary having this 
guide, and relying on the direction aud promises of 
the Great Head ot' the Church, will find it necessarv 
to adapt his discourses to the circumstances of th·c 
people among whom he labours. fo Greenland he 
will, in the fic-st instance, eudeavour to un<lermine 
the influence of the angekoks; in Westen, Africa, 
that of the grccgrccs; and, in Southern Africa, 
the assume<l power of rain-makers; by declaring 
that " God made the world and all things therein, 
and giveth to all life, breath, and all things." This 
ghould be done more especially among a people who 
have no idolatry whatever; while the exhibition 
of Him who is the desire of nations ought on no 
occasion to be withheld. 

The question may he raised, What would Paul 
have done among the Hindoos, the Esquimaux, or 
the atheistical natious of the interior of Africa? 
,v e presume that he who foand it necessary, yea, 
of incalculable importance, to become all things to 
all men, would leave the mode of argument requisite 
to convince the Jew, and preach to them, as he <lid 
to the people of Lystra, that they should turn from 
their vanities unto the living Go<l, who made 
heaven and earth and seas, and all things that al'e 
therein, and turn the attention from soothsayers, 
sorcerers, charms, and amulets, to that dh·ine and 
gracious Being who gives rain from heaven, and 
fruitf'ul seasons, filling our hearts with food and 
gladness. All this the missionary finds it necessary 
to do, to clear away a mass of rubbish ,vhich para­
lyzes the mental powers of the nath·es; while be 
knows full well that, if he wishes to save souls, he 
must preach Christ, the power of God and the wisdom 
of God, without which all his efforts to save souls 
must be like the sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. 

"' e found it necessary to make every su hjcct as 
striking and interesting as possible to gain atten­
tion, for our greatest complaint was inditlcrence, a 
cold assent being the most we could obtain from 
even the most intelli;rent of them. "'e held one 
service in Dutch on the sabbath evenings for the 
edification of our own souls as well as those of two 
or three Hottentots and their families. This was 
the only sel'vice iu which we felt anything like real 
enjoyment, the others affording only that which 
arose from the sense of discharging a duty. 

About this time a circumstance occurred which 
operated as a balm to some of our sorrows. \Ve 
had been exceedingly tried hy the conduct of Fran­
sinna, a Hottentot woman, from Bethels<lorp. She 
had taken offence at our having sent away a young 
Hottentot in our service on account of immoral 
cou<luct, which disgraced the mission in the eyes of 
the llechuanas. She took this opportunity of insti­
gating the king and his people against ns, by in­
sinuating that we had ascribed it to l\Iothibi, who, 
of course, was hurt at being charged with tl1at 
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which was our own act. While her unchristian 
aml violeut spirit was threatening the overthrow of 
the mission, she was suddenly seized with a remark­
able distemper, which prostrated her in a short time 
on a hed of sickness. She was visited and faith­
fully dealt with. Iler conduct in endeaYouring to 
frustrate our efforts among the Bechuanas was set 
before her in its true colours. She was soon 
thoroughly convinced of the guilt of such hostility, 
and of the reasonableness of the step on our part 
which had excited her displeasure. She frankly 
confossed her crimes, was cut to the heart for the 
injury she had done to the cause, and ca111cstly im­
plored forgiveness, ,vhen she was directed afresh to 
the fountain opened for sin. She rcmaiucd several 
months in severe affliction, and about a month 
before her death one of her legs from the knee was 
consigned to the dust, the 1·cst of her limbs mean­
while gradually decaying: hut while worms were 
literally destroying her body, she knew in whom 
she had believed. From the commencement of her 
affliction, the Lord bacl made her to feel that he 
had a controversy with her, and thrice happy was 
it for her that she heard the rod, and Him who had 
appointed it. She acknow !edged that for some time 
previous she had waudcred from God, and had done 
things to the grief of our souls and the injury of the 
cause; she also said that she had used her endea­
w,urs to persuade her bushaml and the other Hot­
tcntots to abandon the station and return home; 
and that in the midst of her fiery opposition to us 
the Loni laid his hand upon her. She bad thus 
hcen brought to a sense of her danger, and to have 
reconrse to the precious blood of Christ, which 
clcanscth from all sin. She made a full, free, and 
public confession of all her iniquity; and a short 
time before her death, remembering again the in­
jury she had attempted to do by endeavouring to 
persuade the men to a hand on the mission, she ea lied 
them together to her bedside, and, as her dying re­
quest, entreated them not to leave the missionaries, 
however accumulated their privations might he, 
adding, that it was at their peril they deserted them. 
During the whole of her illness not a murmur 
escaped her lips. Hesting on the righteousness of 
Christ, she gloried in his cross. A lively gratitude 
to Go,!, who had redeemed her, beamed fu1tb in her 
whole demeanour; and when we were called to 
witness her last stmggle with the king of terrors, 
we hcheld with feelings no tongue can utter, the 
calmness and serenity of her mind in the lively 
anticipation of immo11al glory, and saw her breathe 
her last. Thus, as with captive Israel of old, "onr 
God did lighten our eyes, and give us a little re­
viving in our bondage." 

CHAPTER XIX. 
Influence of rain-makers-The clea<l exposer\-Ccremooy of 

burial-Se\"ere <lrought-Emlmssy for a raio-maker-llis 
propitious receptaon-Ilis popularity-llis J.emeanour­
llis craftiness-Rain churoeJ. out of a milk saek-Trec 
slruek by lightning-A lJahoon in rc:1uisitlon-111e lion's 
heart-A gmml disco,·ery-Exlrnmation of a 1.Joc.ly-The 
rain-maker hl'gins to rles1•air-lle seeks conoscl-A gr.ne 
charge-Thl• 1ain-makcr coml~mucd- He leaves the 
country. 

IN every heathen country the missionary finds, to 

his sorrow, some predominating barriers to his use­
fulness, which require to be overcome before he 
can expect to reach the jndgments of the populace. 
Sorcerers or rain-makers, for both offices arc gene­
rally assumed by one individual, are the principal 
with which he has to contend in the interior of South­
ern Africa. They are, as i\lr. Kay rightly designates 
them, "our inveterate enemies," and uniformly op­
pose the introduction of Christianity amongst their 
countrymen to the utmost of their power. Like the 
angekoks of the Grcenlanders, the pawaws of the 
Indians, and the greegrces of\\'estern Africa, they 
constitute the very pillars of Satan's kingdom in all 
places where such impostors arc found. By them 
is his throne supported and the people kept in 
bondage; when these, therefore, arc confounded, 
and constrained to flee, we cannot but rejoice, for 
then indeed have we demonstrative evidence that 
"the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power." 
The rain-maker is, in the c•stimation of the people, 
no mean personage, possessing an influence over the 
minds of the people superior even to that of their 
king, who is likewise compelled to yield to the dic­
tates of this arch official. The anomalies in the 
human character can alone account for reasonable, 
and often intelligent, beings yielding a p:i.ssive 
obedience to the absurd demands of this capricious 
individual. Nothing can exceed his freaks of fancy, 
and the adrnitn,.ss with which he can awe the public 
mind, and lead thousands captive at his will. Each 
tribe has one, and sometimes more, who arc. also 
doctors and sextons, or the superintendents of the 
burying of the dead, it being generally belicvc,l 
that that ceremony bas some influence over the 
watery treasures w bich float in the skies. He will 
sometimes give orders that none of the dead must 
he buried, hut dragged to a distance from the town 
to be devoured by the hyenas and jackals. One old 
woman died in her house not far from our premises; 
we dared not commit the body to the dust; and 
having no friend to perform the lleedfnl duty, her 
son was called from a distance. J.<'rom their na­
tional horror of a corpse, he lit•d a thong to her leg, 
avoiding the touch of that form which gave him 
hi,th, dragged the corpse to some bushes, and left 
the thong, because it bad been in contact with the 
body of his mother. Though the bodies of the poor 
arc habitually exposed, the orders of the rain-maker 
apply to all, because if any were huried it would 
not rain. This shows that, in their ceremonies 
connected with buryin~ the dead, there is no refer­
ence to pleasing the spirit~ of the departed; on the 
contrary, a rain-maker himself contended that there 
were no such existences. "What is the difference," 
he asked me, pointing to his dog, •· between me and 
that animal? Yon say I am imm011al; and why 
not my dog or my ox? They die, and do you sec 
their souls? What is the ditfercnec between man 
and the beasts? None, except that man is the greater 
rogue of the two." Such was that wise man's ,·iew 
of man's dignity and mau's immortality. Yet, not­
withstanding this low estimate, when a person was 
buried, a privilege granted to the more noble, it 
was attended to with scnipulous minuteness. 

The following is a brief sketch of the ceremony 
of interment, allll the custom which prevails among 
these tribes in reference to the dying. When they 
sec any indications of approaching dissolution in 
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fainting fits or cmn-ulsive thrnes, they throw a ud 
O\"er the hotly, am\ hold it in a sitting post me, with 
the knees hrought in contact with the chi11, till life 
is gone. The grave. which is frequently made in 
the fence surrounding the cattle-fold, or in the fold 
itself, if for a man, is ahont thre,' feet in ,liamcter, 
anti six feet deep. The inll'rior is rnLhctl over 
with a large hulh. The lwtly is Hot cm1veyct! 
through the door of the fore-yard or court connectul 
with each hou~c, hut an opL'ning is made in the 
fence for that purpose. l t is carried to the grave, 
having the head covere,1 with a ,kin, and is place,\ 
in a si1ti11g postmc. lllnch time is spent in order 
to fix the corpse exactly facing the north; aud 
though they have 110 cnmpass, they manage, after 
some consnltation, to ph,ce it very nearly in the re­
quired position. Portions of an ant-hill arc placed 
about the feet, when the net which held the hotly is 
gradually withdrawn; as the grave is filled np, the 
earth is haucle<l in with bowls, while two men stand 
in the hole to tread it down round the body, great 
care bciug tak,•n to pick out e,·erything like a root 
or pebble. When the earth reaches the height of 
the 111outb, a small twig or branch of an acacia is 
thrown iu, and on the top of the head a few roots 
of grass arc placed; and wheu the grave is nearly 
fillccl, another root of grass is fixed immediately 
above the head, part of which stands above ground. 
\\'hen finished, the men and women stoop, and with 
their hands scrape the loose soil around on to the 
little mound. A large howl of water, with an infu­
sion of l111lhs. is then brought, when the men and 
women wash their hands au<l the upper part of their 
feet, shouting "!'ilia, pi1la," rain, rain. Au old 
woman, probably a relation, will then bring his 
weapous, bows, nrrows, war-axe, ancl spears, also 
~rain and garden seeds of various kinds, aH<l c1·en 
the bone of an old pack-ox, with other things, and 
address the grave, saying, "There arc all your 
articles." These are then taken away, and bowls 
of water arc poured on the grave, when all retire, 
the women wailing," Yo, yo, yo," with some clole­
ful dirge, sorrowing without hope. These cere­
monies vary in different localities, and according to 
the rank of the incliviclual who is committed to the 
dust. It is remarkable that they should address 
the dead; and I ha1·e eagerly embraced this season 
to convince them that if thr!J clicl not believe in the 
immortality of the soul, it was evident from this, to 
them now unmeaning custom, that their ancestors 
once did. Some would admit this might possibly 
have been the ease, but doubted whether they could 
have been so foolish. llut with few exceptions 
amoug such a people argument soon closes, or is 
tnrnccl into ridicule; and the great dilliculty pre­
sents itself of producing conviction where there is 
no rcllectiou. \\'hen we would appeal to the snp­
posecl influence of the <lead body in neutralizing the 
rain-maker's medicines for producing rain, and in­
quire how such an influence operated, the reply 
would be, "The rain-maker says so." 

Y cars of drought had been severely felt, and the 
natives, tenacious of their faith in tl,c potency of a 
man, held a council, and passc,1 resolutions to sent! 
for a rain-maker of renown from the Bahurutsi 
tribe, two hunclrccl miles north-east of the Kuruman 
station. !lain-makers have always most honour 
among a strange people, ancl therefore they a re 

generally il,n·ignel's. The one iu qw,1stion had 
1,L•en very snccessfnl among the Balmmtsian moun­
tains, which, Iyi11g 011 the cast of the Backbone 
of Africa, am\ at the sources of those rivers which 
empty themselves into the Indian Ocean, were 
visited not only with great tlmnclcr-stonns, but 
land rnins, with the under strata of clontls, which 
the natives call female ones, resting on the sum­
mits. It was natural to suppose that the offer 
must l,e a tempting one which wonltl clraw him 
from a post so !11cr,1tivc, am! where lw had so much 
si1,'lialize<l his boasted powers. The B,,chnanas 
possess verv inventive 111i11tls; and when they have 
a point to gain, as truth n.ml houonr arP never re­
ganled, they find no di!licnlty iu cmhcllishing their 
story. The ambassadors receivl't! their eo111n1is,ion 
with the strictest injunction not to return without 
the mau. No <louht mai,y were their cogitations 
on the journey how they might best succeed. Pro­
mises were cheap, anti, with a re,\umlance of the 
fairest kind, they succeeded heyoncl exp,·ctation. 
This, however, was not surprising, when they assured 
him that, if he would ouly come to the laud of the 
Hatlapis. an,! open the 1,•11/s of the heaYens, which 
had become as hard as a stoue, cause the rains to fall 
aud quench the faming gronncl, he should he made 
the greatest man that ever lived; his riches shoul<l 
be beyond all calculation ; his flocks covering the 
hills autl plaius; he should w~sh his hands in milk, 
while all won!,! exalt him in the song, and mothers 
and chiltlreu would call him hlcssetl. \\'hen a 
period had cl apse,\ sufficient to allow the messengers 
time to return, it was run,ome<l through the town 
that they had hecn murtlerecl,-a common event in 
those clays. The gloom which this cast over the 
native mind formed a stt·iking contrast to the daz­
zling rays pouring forth from an almost vertical 
snn blazing iu a clon<lless sky. The hca,ens had 
been as brass, scarcely a cloud had Leen seen for 
months, even on the distant horizon. Suclclcnly a 
shout was raised. and the whole town was in motion. 
The rain-maker was approaching. Every voice 
was raised to the highest pitch with acclamations of 
enthusiastic joy. lie had sent a harbinger to an­
nounce his approach, with peremptory orders for 
all the inhabitants of the town to wash their feet. 
Every one seemed to fly in swiftcst ohecliencc to 
the adjoining river. Noble and ignoble, even the 
girl who attended to our kitchen fire, ran. Old 
and young ran. All the world conlcl not have 
stopped them. Dy this time the clouds began to 
gather, aucl a crowd went out to welcome the mighty 
man, who, as they imagiuecl, ,ras now collecting in 
the heavens his stores of rain. .Inst as he was tle­
scentliug the height into the town, the immense 
concourse <lanced and shouted, so that the very earth 
rang, and at the same time the lightnings darted, 
and the thunders roared in awful grandeur. A few 
heavy drops fell, which produced the most thrilling 
ecstacy on the clelnclecl multitntlc, whose shoutings 
baffled all description. Faith hung upou the lips 
of the impostor, while he proclaimed aloud that 
this year the women must cultivate gar<lens on the 
hills, a1!<l not in the valleys, for these would he 
clelng<:cl. After· the cliu had somewhat subsided, a 
few inclh·iclnals came to onr dwellings to treat us 
anti onr doctrines with derision. " "'here is your 
God?" one ask,·<l with a succr. We were silent, 
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because the wicked were before us. lie continued, 
" Have you not seen our ;\lorimo? Have you not 
beheld him cast from his arm his fiery spears, and 
rend the hcaYens? Have yon not heard with your 
ears his voice in the clouds?" adding. with an in­
terjection of supreme disgust, "You talk of Jehovah 
and Jesus, what can they do?" Never in my life 
do I remember a text being brought home with such 
power as the words of the psalmist, " Be still, and 
know that I am Goel: I will be exalted among the 
heathen." Then truly the enemy came in as a 
flood, and it became us to take refuge in the Most 
lligh, to be enahlecl to lift np a standard against 
him. In conducting our evening service, my miud 
was powerfully directed to Psalm xevii. 1, " Clouds 
and darkness are round about him," &c. 

It was natural for us to calculate on our already 
dark and devious course becoming more gloomy 
still, from the stormy cbullitious of minds inflated 
hy the fictitious scenes which the magic powers of 
the rain-maker co11l<l paint with a masterly hand. 
Ile had, hefore his singularly clclightful, though 
clamorous reception among his new friends, been 
particularly infonned of the character and objects 
of the missionaries, which his discerning mind 
would soon discover stood in fearful opposition to 
his own. The rain-makers, as I have since had 
frequent opportunities of observing, were men of no 
common calihre, aucl it was the conviction of their 
natural superiority of genius, which emboldened 
them to lay the public mind prostrate l>eforc the 
re,·eries of their fancies. Being foreigners, they 
geu~rally amplified prodigiously on their former 
feat,. The present oue, as has been noticed, was 
ahove the COllllllOll order. !Ic kept the chief's and 
nohles gazillg on him with silent awazement, while 
the demon of mendacitv enriched his themes with 
lively imagery, making them fancy they saw their 
com-fielcls floating in the hreeze, and their flocks 
and herds retum lowing homewards hy noonday 
from the abnnclance of pasture. He hail in his 
wrnth desolated the cities of the enemies of his 
people, by st1·etching forth his hand, and command­
ing the clouds to burst npon them. He had arrested 
the progress of a powerful army, by causing a flood 
to descend, which formed a mighty river, aud 
arrested their course. These, aud many other pre­
tended supcmatural displays of his powe1·, were 
received as sober truths. The report of his fame 
spread like wildfire, and the chiets of the neigh­
bouring tribes came to pay him homage. W c 
scarcely knew whether to expect from him open 
hostility, secret machinations, or professed friend­
ship. lie, like all of his profession, was a thinking 
and calculating soul, in the habit of studying human 
nature, affable, engaging, with an acute e)·e, and 
exhibiting a dignity of mien, with an ample share 
of sl'if esteem, which, notwithstanding all his ob­
sequiousness, he could not hide. lie waited upon 
us, and it was well ; for though we wished at all 
times to become all things to all men, he wonlcl 
have grown old before we could have constrained 
ourselves to pay court to one, who, under the influ­
ence of the great enemy of souls, had reached the 
very pinnacle of fame. He found we were men of 
peace, and would not quarrel. For the sake of ob­
taining a small piece of tobacco, he would occa­
sionally pay us a visit, and even cuter the place of 

worship. lie was' also studious not to give offence, 
while in the course of conversation, he would give 
a feeble assent to our views, as to the sources of 
that clement, over which he pretended to ha,·e a 
sovereign control. He said he was poor, and this 
fact to thinking minds, would have proved that his 
successful achievements must have been either gra­
tuitous or ill rewarded. When I put a question 011 

the subject to one of his admirers, in order to excite 
suspicion, the reply was, "The Bahurutsis," the 
people from whom he came, •· arc stingy ; they 
never reward people for their scn·iccs." 

It might be briefly noticed that in order to carry 
on the fraud, he would, when clouds appeared, order 
the women neither to plant nor sow, lest they 
should be scared away. He would also require 
them to go to the fields, and gather certain l'OOts 
and herbs, with which he might light what appeared 
to the natives mysterious fires. Elate with hope, 
they would go in crowds to the hills and dales, 
hcrborize, and return to the town with songs, and 
lay thci r gatherings at his feet. With these he 
would sometimes proceed to certain hills, and raise 
smoke; gladly would he have raised the wind also, 
if he could have clone so, well knowing that the 
latter is frequently the precnrsor of rain. lie would 
sekct the time of new aud full moon for his purpose, 
aware that at those seasons there was frequently a 
change in the atmosphere. It was often a matter 
of speculation with me whether such meu ha,! not 
the fullest conviction iu their own minds that they 
were gulling the pnhlic; and opportunities ha,-e 
been afforde,l which convinced me that my suspi­
cions were well grounded, I met one among the 
Barolongs, who, from some service I had done him, 
thought me 'l'cry kind, and, before he knew my 
character, became very intimate. He had clerivccl 
benefit from some of my medicines, and conse­
qncntly 'l'iewed rue as a doctor and one of his own 
fraternity. In l'eply to some of my remarks, he 
said, "It is only wise men who can be rain-makcl's, 
for it requires very great wisdom to deceive so 
many;" adding, "you and I know that." At the 
same time he gave me a broad hint that I must not 
remain there, lest I should interfere with his field 
of lahour. 

The rain-maker fonnd the cloncls in our country 
rather harder to manage than those he had left. 
Ile complained that secret rogues were disobeying 
his proclamations. \Vhcn urged to make repeated 
trials, he would reply, "You only give me sheep 
and goats to kill, therefore l can only make goat­
rain; give me fat slaughter oxeu, and I shall let 
you see ox-rain." One day, as he was taking a 
sound sleep, a shower fell, on which one of the 
principal men entered his house to congratulate him, 
but to his utter amazement found him totally in­
sensible to what was transpiring. "llcla ka rare, 
(Ilalloo ! by my father,) l thonght you were making 
rain," said the intruder, whcu, arising from his 
slumbers, and seeing his wife sitting on the floor 
shaking a milk-sack in order to ohtain a little butter 
to anoint hel' hair, he replied, pointing to the ope­
ration of churning, "Uo you not sec my wife 
churning rain as fast as she can?" This reply gaH 
entire satisfaction, and it presently spread through 
the length and breadth of the town, that the rain­
maker had churned the shower out of a milk-sack. 
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The moisture causecl by this shower was <lric,l up baboons from their lofty domiciles ha<l been in the 
hy a scorching sun, and many long weeks fulluwc<l habit of lookiug down on the plain beneath at the 
without a sing-le cloud, an<l whcu these did appear nativl's encircling, au<l pursuing the 11uaggas au<l 
they might sometimes be seen, to the great 111urtifi- antelopes, little dreaming that ouc <lay they would 
catiou of the coujurer, to discharge their watery themselves be objects of pursuit. They hobbk<l off 
treasures at an immense distance. This ,li,appoint- in coustl'rnation, grunting aml screaming and leap­
meut was iucrensc,1 when a heavy cloud woul<l pass ing from rock to rock. occasionally looki11g clown 
on•r with tremendous thunder, hut not one <lrop of on their pursuers, grinning an<l gnashing their 
rain. There had hceu several successive years of teeth. 
drought, <luring which water had not been seen to j After a long pursuit, with woun<le<l limbs, 
flow upon the ground; and in that climate. if rain scratched bodies, and broken toes, a young one was 
docs not fall continuously and in c•n1si<lerahlc quan- • secured an<l brought to the town, the captors exult­
tities, it is all exhaled iu n couple of hours. In I iug as if they ha<l obtained a great spoil. The wily 
dig"iug graves we hnvc fonn<l the earth as dry a.~ rogne, on s~eing the animal, put on a countenance 
dust at four or fhc feet depth, when the smface was i exhibiting the most intense sorrow, t>xclaiming, 
satnratccl with rain. j "l\ly hl'art is rent in pieces; I am dumb with 

The woruen had cultivate,] extensiYe fields, but grief;'' and pointing to the car of the hahoon, which 
the seed was lying in the soil as it ha<l been thrown I was scratched, and the tail, which had lost some 
from the hand: the cattle were dying from want of hairs, added "Diel I not tell you I could not make 
pasture, am] hun<lrc<ls of liviug skeletons were seen I rain if there was one hair wanting?" After some 
going to the fi<,Jds in ,,nest of unwholesome roots <lays another was obtained; but there was still some 
nm! n•ptiles, while many were dying with hunger. imperfection, real or allcgc<l. lie had often said, 
Our sheep, as before stated, were soon likely to he that, if they would procm·e him the heart of a lion, 
all dcrnurccl, ancl finding their number daily di- he would show them he could make rain so abundant, 
rninish, we slanghtcred the remainder an<l put the that a man might think himself well off to be under 
meat in salt, which of comse was far from being shelter, as when it fell it mig·ht sweep whole towns 
agreeable in such a climate, an<l where vegetables away. Ilc ha<l <liscovcrc<l that the clouds required 
were so scarcf:. strong medicine, and that a lion's heart would ,Jo 

All these circumstances irritated the rain-maker the business. To obtain this, the rain-maker well 
very much; but he was often puzzlt>d to find some- knew was no joke. One clay it was announced that 
thing on which to lay the blame, for he ha<l ex- a lion ha<l attacked one of the cattle 011 tposts, not 
haustccl his skill. One night, a small cloud passed far from the town, an<l a party sd off for the two­
over, and the only flash of lightning, from which a fold purpose of getting a key to the clouds aud dis­
heavy peal of thunder burst, stnick a tree in the posing of a dangerous enemy. The orders were 
town. Next day, the rain-maker and a numher of imperative, whatever the consc•quenccs might he, 
p<'oplc assembled to perform the usual ceremony ou which, in this instance, mi~ht have been very serious, 
such an ewnt. It was ascended, aml ropes of gra;s had not one of our men shot the terrific auimal <lead 
and grass roots were bound round different parts of with a gun. This was no sooner done than it was 
the trunk, which in the Acari1t yiraJ/'e is seldom cut up for roastiug and boiling; no matter if it Imel 
much injured. A limb may be torn ott; Lui of nu- , previously eaten some of their relations, they ate it 
merons trees of that species which I have seen struck [ in its turn. Nothing could exceed their enthusiasm 
hy lightniug, the trunk appears to resist its power, when they returned to the town, hearing the lion's 
as the flniil prn<lt1ces only a stripe or groove along I heart, and siuging the conqueror's song in full 
the bark to the ground. When these bandages were i chorus; the rain-maker prepared his medicines, 
made he deposited some of his nostrnlll~, aud got I kin<llecl his fires, an<l might he sc,en upon the top 
quantities of water hanclecl up, which he poured of the hill, stretching forth his puny hantls, au<l 
with great solemnity on the wounded tree, while I beckoning the clouds to draw near, or even shakiug 
the assembled multitude shouted "l'ida, p,,la." 1 his spear, and threatening that if they clisobeyccl, 
This <lone, the tree was hewn down, <lrnggecl out I they should feel his ire. The <lelu<le<l populace 
of the town, and burned to ashes. Soon after this I helievc<l all this, an<l wonclerc<l tl,e rains would not 
unmeaning ceremony, he got large bowls of water, fall. Asking an experienced an<l judicious man, 
with which was mingled an infusion of bulbs. All the king's uncle, how it was that so great an opc­
the men of the town then came together, and passed rator 011 the clouds could not s•.1ccee,I, "Ah," he 
in succession before him, when he sprinkled each replied, with apparent feeling, "there is a cause for 
with a zebra's tail, which he dipped in the water. the har<lhcartedness of the clouds if the rain-maker 

As all this and much more <lid not succeed, he could only find it out." A scrutinizing watch was 
ha<l recourse to another stratagem. He knew well kept up on every thing clone by the missionaries. 
that baboons were not very easily caught among the Some weeks after my retnm from a visit to Griqna 
rocky glens aml shelving precipices, therefore, in Town, a grand discovery was made, thnt the rain 
order to gain time, he informed the men that, to had been preYcntc<l by my bringing a hag of salt 
make rain, he must have a baboon: that the animal from that place in my wagon. The charge was 
must be without a blemish, not a hair was to he made by the king and his attemlants, with ereat 
wanting on its h0<ly. One would have thought any gravity and form. As giving the least offence by 
simpleton might have seen through his tricks, as laughing at their puerile actions, ought always to be 
their being able to present him with a baboon in avoided when dealing with a people who are sincere, 
that state was impossible, even though they caught though clclucled, the case was 011 my part investi­
him asleep. Forth sallied a ban<l of chosen runners, gated with morn than usual solemnity. J\Iothibi and 
who ascencle<l the neighbouring mountain. The his ai<lc-<le-camp accompanied rue to the sto1·c-housc, 
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where the identical bag stood. It ,ms open, '"ith 
the white contents full in view. "There it is," he 
exclaimed, with an air of satisfaction. But finding, 
on examination, that the reported salt was only 
white clay or chalk, they could not help laughing 
at their o~rn cr,,,lulitY, 

\\',• fearlessly poii;'tcd out to them their ,lelusion, 
and onr only wonder was that we had not been 
accused before: we ha,\ occasionally heard whisper­
ings that we were not guiltless of the great drought. 
"" e tried both in pnhlic and in prh·atc com·ersation 
to impress them with the sublime truths of creation, 
pro<"idcnc~, and redemption, but the uninrsal reply 
was "mhka h,;Ja," onlv lies. In a conversation 
with :llothibi, the rain-111aker, and a few others, I 
remarked. in reference to some insinuations, that I 
should \Yith great pleasure meet him before an 
nssembly of the people, and lfacuss the subject. To 
this he at first conscutecl, hut soon afterwards re­
tracted, for this reason, that the snbject which we 
should ha"c to discuss, was far too high for the people, 
heiug what only rain-makers and philosophers could 
talk about. \Ye consoled oursehes with the hope 
that there was no probability of our being impli­
cated, as our few cows as well as theirs were dying, 
and we were without a drop of milk. Xothing 
could exceed the artfulness with which he carried 
on the game; he said the Bnshwen had cut down 
ce11ain hnshes hchind tbe hills, and he advised an 
extirpating commando to go against them. This 
was oYerrnkd. He then discovered that a corpse, 
which had been put into the gronnd some weeks 
b~fore, had not receiwd enough water at its burial. 
He knew the horror the Bechnanas had at the idea 
oftonching a putrid hody, and he thought he wonld 
fix them, and made it known that the hody must be 
taken up, ,rnshed, and re-interred. Ile supposed 
the,· would not do this, hut he was mistaken; the 
cer~monv, horrible as it must ha,·e been, was pcr­
fonned, hnt the sky remainell clondlcss still. 

The people at last became impatient, and poured 
forth their curses against brother Hamilton and 
myself, as the canse of all their sorrows. Onr hdl, 
which was rung for pnblic worship, they said, fright­
ened the cloml~; our prayers rmue in also for a 
share of the blame. "Don't yon," said the chief 
rather fiercely to me, "bow clown in your houses, 
and pray and talk to something bad in the ground?" 
A council was held, and restrictions were to he laid 
on all our actions. We refused compliance, urging 
that the spot on which the mission premises stood, 
had been giYen to the missionaries. The rain-maker 
appeared to a,·oid accusing ns openly; he felt some 
sense of obligation, his wife ha\'iug experienced 
that my medicines and mode of bleeding did her 
more good than all his nostmms. He would occa­
sionally visit our humble dwellings, and when I 
happened to be in the smith's shop, he would look 
on most intently when he sa," a piece of iron welded, 
or an instmmcut made, and tell me prh-atcly he 
wished I were living among his people, assuring 
me that there was plcuty of timber and iron there. 

One day he came and sat down, with a face some­
what elongated, and e\'incing inwat·d dissatisfactiou. 
On making inquiry, I found, as I had heard whis­
pered the day before, that all was not right; the 
pnhlic voice was sounding ominous in his ears. He 
inquired how the women were in our country; and 

supposing he wished'to know what they were like, 
I pointed him to my wife, adding, that· there were 
some taller, and some shorter than she was. "That 
is not what I mean," he rcpliccl; "I want to know 
what part they take in public affairs, and how they 
act when they do so." 1 replied, ". that when the 
women of m,· countn· had occasion to take an 
acti\'e part ii1 any ptiblic affairs, they carried all 
before them;" adding, in a jocose strain, "wait till 
we missionaries get the women on our side, n; they 
now are on YOltrs, and there will be no more rain­
makers in the country." .\ t this remark he looked 
at me as if I had just ·risen ont of the earth. "i\Iay 
that time never arri,·e !" he cried, with a counte­
nance cxpressh·e of unusual anxietv. I replied, 
"that time wouhl assuredly come, for J ehoYah, the 
mighty God, had spoken it." lie was e,·idcntly 
chagrined, for he had come for ad"ice. " "'hat am 
I to do?" he inquired; " 1 wish all the women 
were men ; I can get on with the men, but I cannot 
1nnnagc the won1cn." I Yicwecl this as a dclicntc 
moment, and, feeling the need of caution, replied, 
"that the women had jnst c:msc to complain; he 
had promised them rain, but the land was dust, their 
1:,FUrdens burned up, and wel'e I a woman, I would 
complain as loudly asan}· of them." To his inquiry, 
" What am I to do to pacify them?" I recommended 
him to he an honest man, all(! confess that he had 
hccn misleading himself as well as the public. 
"They will kill me," he said. I repeated my ad,·ice, 
"llc honest," adding, that if he were in any danger, 
we would do what we could to sa\'e him. lie arose, 
and retired with a sorrowful countenanc,•, lea\'ing 
:\lr. Hamilton and mYsclf to draw our own cou­
clm,ions. Of one thing we were pcrsuaucd, that a 
stor1n was gnthering, not such a one, however, as 
woul<I cover the hills all(] Yallcvs ,dth Ycrdurc, and 
the fields with corn, hut one ·which might sweep 
away the desire of our hearts, in breaking up 
the miss:ou. At such seasons ,,.c were enabled 
hy faith to realize the consoling assnrance, "The 
Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge." 

The rain-maker kept himself wry secluded for a 
fortnight, and, after cogitating how he conld make 
his own cause good, he appeared in the pnLlic fold, 
and proclaimed that h,, had discovered the cause of 
the drought. All were now eagerly listening; he 
dilated some time, till he had raised their ex pcct..'l­
tion to the highest pitch, when he re\'ealcd the 
mystery. "Do yon not sec, when clouds come over 
us, that Hamilton and l\loffat look at them l" This 
question receiYing a; hearty and unanimous affirnia­
tion, he added. that our white faces frightened away 
the clouds, and they need not expect rain so long as 
we were in the country. This was a home-stroke, 
and it was au casv matter fur us to calculate what. 
the iuflueuce o( such a charge wonl<I he on the 
public mind. "' e were very ;oou informed of the 
evil of our conduct, to which we pleaded guilt)·, 
promising, that as we were not aware that we were 
<loing wrong~ Leinµ: as anxious as any of thctn for 
rain, we would willingly look to our chin~, or the 
ground, all the day long, if it would scrYe their 
purpos,•. It was mther n•markablc, that much as 
they admired my long black heard, they thought 
that in this case it was most to 1.Jlamc. However, 
this season of trial passed 0\'er, to our great comfort, 
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though it was followed for some time with many notice in my visit to the Bauangketsi nation, "here 
indjcations ofsnspicion an,l distrust. he was eventually murdered. It is a remarkable 

Shortly after, we accidentally heard that some I fact, that a rain-maker seldom dies a natural death. 
one was to he speared. Viokut as the natives some- ' I have known some, and heard of many, who had, 
!imes were against us, ,ve did not suspect injury was by one means or other, fallen a prey to the fury of 
intended to ourseh·es. \Ve imagined it was the their disappointed employers, but notwithstanding 
poor rain-maker, and though we felt anxious hy any this, there was no want of successors. There is not 
means to save his life, the great difficulty was to one tribe who have not i111hrned their hands in the 
find out whether he was to he the victim; for though I hlood of these impostors, whom they first adore, 
we had se,·cral of their people about us, and their then cum,, and lastly destroy. 
council chamber was in the open air exposed to the I 
vulgar, it was a difficult matter to discover secrets 
of tllat description. Anxious to saw lifo, which the Cll.\PTElt XX. 
Beclmanas will sometimes ::llow to he redecme,l, it 
occurred to me that a very simple stratagem might 
nnveil the mystery; I kuew au indh·idual of inllu­
rnce who was likely to know the affair. She was 
often ailing, and, like all the natives, fond of medi­
ciuc-s, for among such a people a doctor is always 
welcome, especially if he asks no fee. l\Iy in11uiries 
about the state of her health, and the expression of 
sympathy, were most acc,•ptable, and the moment 
I saw her well pkased, I asked, as if it were a well­
known fact," Why are they thinking of killing the 
rain-maker? they surely do not intcllll to eat him. 
Why not let the poor man go to hls own land?" 
She wry abmptly asked, "Who tol<l you?" Rising, 
I said, " that is all I want to know;" when she 
called out after me, "Do not tell that I told yon, or 
they will kill me." I entered the public fold, where 
about thirty of the principal men sat in secret 
council; it was a council of death. Had I put the 
1p1estion whether they really intended to commit 
that deed, they wouhl ha,c gazccl on me with utter 
amazement, that I should h:wc harboured such a 
suspieion, and ha,e sworn, by all their forefathers 
that ever lived, that they had no such intention. I 
asked no question, but charged them with the fact, 
pointiug out the magnitmle of the crime of adding 
sin to sin, thus prornking Jehovah, by placing a man 
on His throne, an,\ then killing him, because he 
was unable to ,lo what they wished him to perform. 
I then pleaded hard that hls life might be spared, 
and he allowed to return to his own country in 
peace. A well-known old mau arose, in a state of 
great rage, quiwring his •pear, and, adverting to 
the excessive drought, the lean herds, the dying 
people, and the cattle which the rain-maker had 
eaten, vowe,1 that he would plunge that spear into 
the rain-maker's heart, and asked who was to hinder 
him. I said I should, with my entreaties, and if 
these would not do, I should otter a ransom to ~ave 
his lifo. I was asked if I was not aware that he 
was our enemy, aml that if he had had his will we 
should ha Ye been dead. They had often thought ns 
very silly and weak-minded, to persist in telling 
them the same thing so often about "oue Jesus;" 
hut now to see a man labour to s:n-e the life of his 
enemy, was what they could not comprehend. Ilis 
life was spared, ho,,ever, and ;,,Jothibi, after con­
ducting him owr the plain towards the ;\(atluarin 
Hiver, returned, and entered our house "ith a smile 
of the most entire satisfaction on hls countenance, 
perfectly sensible of his meritorious conduct, and 
expecting congratulations, which were liherally, and 
we thought deservedly, bestowed. 

Thus ended, among the llatlapis, the career of a 
notable rain-maker, whom I shall han occasion to 

ProspeC'ts bcc-ome darkl'r-.-\ lr)ing crisis-Puq·o1-es o,·errulc(l 
-Sca. ... ons changP1l-Srarrity of rain act"ounicd fnr-Jn<lica­
tions of former luxuriance-Diminution of fountains-The 
north wind,;:-lnstinctofanimals-Atmosplwric plwnumt•na 
-Dcl-icription of thundf':--storms-Thundn ,\ ithnut cloud-s­
ll~cl1uana notions of thunJ.er-The chapel clock. 

A1.Tnoc;o11 we were thus deli,ere,I from the machi­
n'.ltions of one who, as we afterwards learned, was 
an actiw, though covert, enemy to our influence 
among the people, and though his r,•moval afforded 
us the sincerest gratificatio:i, the puhlic mind was 
opposed to our residence in the country. E,·ery 
change appeared for the wor;e; and as we proeet•ded 
with our work, our prospects became darker than 
e,cr. The Bushmen ha,l been very troublesome 
in taking cattle and killing the watchc'rs. We could 
not appro,e of the Bcchuana system of veugeance 
and extirpation, which, instead of diminishing the 
evil, appeared only to ad,! fuel to the fire of their 
fierce passions. \re were SU$pectcd of befriending 
that hapless race of being,, from charp:ing our lllen, 
who sometimes went to ,L,sist in retaking cattle, on 
no account to shoot the Bushmen. It was in vain 
we appealed to the injuuctious of J crns, m1r Lord 
and master: every argument of that ,lescriptiou 
was al ways met with vehemently savage ,ocifera­
tions of '· ;\foka hela," lies only. They candidly 
acknowledged that we wronged no man, aud that 
we had no wish to inflict an injury on a single in­
dividual ; lint they would with equal candour tell m,, 
that we were the cause of all the drought; and we 
have heen more than once asked if "e were not 
afraid of lying down in onr beds. lest we :md our 
reed-built hou,es should be burned to ashes before 
morning. 

Every thing wrong done hya Griqua while hunt­
ing in the country, was thrown in 0111· teeth; and if 
any one of the natives felt him,elf aggrieved during 
a visit to that people, we were told that we ought 
to have pre,·ented it. The improper conduct of 
some professors who came to hunt aud harter, as in 
the first instance when the mission was commenced, 
was held up to us as the fruits of the gospel, and 
they would tell us to go to ce1·tain people, aud make 
them good, before attempting the renorntion of the 
llechuana 1,ation. \\'e became inure,\ to such threat­
ening reproaches and scorn; but many were the 
melancholy hours we spent in gloomy forebodings. 
Much gratitude is, however, dnc to Him who "re­
straineth his rough wiud in the day of his east 
wind," that we were never allowed to smpect that 
they woulll do us any personal violence. 

The following fact will illustrate, in some mea­
sure, the position in which we stood with the !JCOple, 
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who, by this time, were chafccl in spirit by the : the dry seasons had commenced at a period loug 
sc,·ere drought, and mortified to the highest degree 'I anterior to the arrival of the missionaries. I ude­
to sec all their boasted powers vanish like a nponr pendent of this fact being handed down by their 
on the mountain's brow. Oue day, about noon, a forefathers, they had before their eyes the fragments 
chief man, and a dozen of his attendan!s, came and •

1 

of more fruitful years in the immense number of 
seated themselves under the shadow of a large tree, stumps and roots of enormous tmnks of acacia 
near my house. A secret council had been held, as !lir<if/e, when now scarcely one is to be seen raising 
is usunl, in the field, under pretence of a hm1t, and its stately head above the shrubs; while the slopin" 
the present party was a deputation to apprise ns of sides of hills, and the ancient beds of rivers, plain I~ 
the results. I happened at that moment to be en- cYinccd that they were t.lcnudc,l of the herbaie 
gaged in repairing my wagon near at hand. Being which once clothed their surface. Indeed, the whole 
informed that something of importance ,ms to be country north of the Orange Hivcr lying cast of the 
communicated, '.\Jr. Hamilton was called. "" e stood Kalagnre desert, presented to the eye of an Eurupean 
patiently to hear the message, being always ready something like an old neglected garden or field. 
to face the worst. The principal i:peakcr informed As, however, the natins never philosophized on 
us, that it was the determination of the chiefs of the atmosphnic changes, and the probable causes of the 
people that we should leavc the countt·y; and re- failure of the plenteous years, they were not likely 
ferring to our disregard of thrcatcniugs, added what to be convinced such could depend on anything 
was tantamount to the assurance that measures of a done by man, en·n though they were credulous 
violent kind would he resorted to, to carry their enough to bclie\"C that their rain-makers could 
resolutions into effect, in case of our disobeying the charm or frighten the clouds into showers, or that 
order. ·while the chief was speaking, he stood in a our faces or prayers could prevent their descending. 
rather imposing, I could not say threatening atti- ,Yhen reference has been made to certain trees, 
tudc, quivering his spear in his right hand. :llrs. especially the milk wood (sidero.rylam inen11e), and 
J\l. was at the door of our cottage. with the babe in a few shmbs which they prohihit being touched 
her arms, watching the crisis, for such it was. ,Ye with a knife or an axe when the rain is expected, I 
replied, "\\'c have indeed felt most reluctant to ha,·c emhraccd the opportunity of trying to con­
leaYe, all(! are now more than cYer resolved to abide vincc the more intelligent that they themselves were 
by our post. '" e pity you, for you know not what the actiYe agents of bringing about an entire chau~c 
you do; we havc sufierecl, it is true; and Ifo whose of atmosphere. The Bcchnanas, especially the Bat­
servants we are htis dircctet.l us in His word, 'when lapis and the neighbouring tribes, arc a nation of 
they persecute you iu one city, flee ye to another;' lncllers-not reducing hills to comparath·c plaii,s, 
but although we haYe suffered, we do not consider for the sake of building their towns, 1,nt cutting 
all that has been done to us hy the people amounts dmm every species of timber, without regard to 
to persecution; we are prepared to expect it from scenery or economy. Houses arc chiefly composed 
such as know no better. If you arc rc,olvc,l to rid of small timber, and their fences of branches and 
yo11rsclves of us, you must rc,ort to stronger mea- shrubs. Thus when they fix on a site for a town, 
sures, for our hearts are with you. Yon may shed their first consideration is to he as near a thicket as 
hloocl or burn us out. "' e know you will not touch possible. The whole is presently lewlled, leaving 
our wh·es and children. Then shall they who sent only a few trees, one in each great man·s fold, to 
us know, and God who now sees and hears what afford shelter from the heat, and under which the 
we do, shall know, that we have been persecuted men ,rnrk and recline. 
i11dcccl." At these words the chief man looked at The ground to he occupied for culth·ation is the 
his companions, remarking, with a significant shake next object of attention; the large trees being too 
of the head, "These men nmst hm·e ten li\'CS, when hard for their iron axes, they hnrn them down by 
they are so fearless of death; there must be some- keeping up a fire at the root. These supply them 
thing in immortality." The meeting broke up, and with branches for fonces, while the sparrows, so 
they left us, no doubt fully impressed with the idea destrnctin to their grain, arc thus deprh·ed of an 
that we were impracticable men. asylum. These fences, as well as those in the 

"" e could not help feeling deeply thankful for towns, require constant repairs, and, indeed, the 
the turn this short but solemn intcniew Imel taken. former must be renewed every year, and by this 
The charge hronght again~l ns by the rain-maker means the country for many miles around becomes 
was, by every passing cloud and whi,tling blast entirely cleared of timber; while in the more scques­
from the torrid zone, brought fresh to their minds; tcred spots, where they have their out-posts, the 
ant.I they thought that, having teachers of strange same work of destrnction goes on. Thus, of whole 
doctrines among them, such as their forefathers forests, where the giraffe and elephant were wont 
nner knew, the country woul(\ be burned np. to seek their t.laily food, nothing remains. 
They wcrP wont to tell us of the flon<ls of ancient \\"hen the natives rcmoYe from that district, 
times, thi, incessant showers which clothed the very which may he after only a few years, the minor 
rocks with Ycnlnre, and the giant trees and forests species of the acacia soon grows, hut the aca,·ia 
which once ,tndded the l,rows of the llamhana !lira.Di- requires au age to become a tree, and many 
hills and neighbouring plai11s. They boasted of ages must pass heforc the~- attain the dimensions of 
the .Kuruman aud other ri\'ers. with their impass- their predecessors. The wood, when old, is dark 
a hie torrents, in which the hi ppopotami played, red. rough g1·.1ined, and exceedingly hart! all(\ 
while the lm,ing herds walked to tlwir necks in heavy; after heing dried for years, when thrown 
gras~, filling their makulws (milk sacks) with milk, into the water it sinks like lcatl. In the course of 
makiug t•nry heart to sing for joy. It was in my joumcys I have met with trunks of enormorn, 
vain that we endeavoured to convince them that size, which, if the time were calculated necessary 
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for their growth, as well as their decay, one might 
be Jed to conclude that they sprung up immediately 
after the flood, if not before it. The natives have 
also the Farly custom of burning the 1lry grass, 
which on some occasions destroys shrubs arul trees 
even to the very summit of the mountains. To this 
system of extermination may he attrilmte,1 the long 
succession of dry seasons. " The felling of forests 
has been attended in many countries hy a diminu­
tion of rai11, as in llarh3lloes and Jamaica.* For 
in tropical countries, where the quantity of aquemt~ 
vapour in the atmosphere is great, bnt where, on 
the other hand, the direct rays of the sun are most 
powerful, any impediment to the fret· circulation of 
air, or any screen which shades the earth from the 
solar rays, becomes a source of humidity ; and 
whenever dampness or cold have begun to be gene­
rated by such causes, the condensation of vapour 
continues. The leaves, moreover, of all plants are 
alembics, and some of those in the torrid zone have 
the remarkable property of distilling water, thus 
contributing to prevent the earth from being parched 
up:'t This was a philosophy which the more 
acute thinkers among the people could partially 
comprehend, though they could not believe. I do 
uot, however, despair of eventually seei11g the 
whole of the population, some of whom arc now 
commencing the building of stone fences and brick 
houses, so folly satisfied on this point that they will 
find it for their own interest, as well as contributing 
to the beauty of the country, to encourage the 
growth of timber, particularly as it is only snch as 
is indigenous which can grow to any extent. To 
the same canse may be traced the diminution of 
fountains, and the entire failure of some which for­
merly afforded a copious supply, such as Griqua 
Town, Campbell, and a great number of others 
which might be mentioned, and which, according 
to the establishetl theory of springs, must be sup­
plied by melted snow, rain, dew, and vapoms con­
densed. It has been remarked that, since the acci­
dental destruction of whole plains ofthc Olea similis 
(wild olive) by fire, near Griqna Town, as well as 
the diminishing of large shrubs on the neighbour­
ing heights, a gradual decrease of rain has suc­
ceeded in that region, and thns the su bterrancan 
caverns, found to serYe as reservoirs in the bowels 
of the earth, cease to he snpplied, especially when 
there are no lofty mountains to pierce the clouds, 
or arrest and condense vapours which float in the 
atmosphere. 

The climate in the countries from the borders of 
the colony to 25° north latitude, and to 24° east 
longitude, is very similar. The winds which pre­
vail, especially in the higher regions, are from the 
west and n011h-west. Cold, withering winds fre­
quently blow from the south during the winter 
months, in which rain rarely falls, and never with a 
rnnth wind. In spring (the end of August), the 
north gales commence, and blow daily, with great 
violence, from about 10 A.M. to nearly sunset, when 
a still, serene night succeeds. During the preva­
lence of these winds, which continue till l.\'"ovemhcr, 
when the air becomes modified by thunder-storms, 
the atmosphere appears as if dense with smoke, 
reaching as high as the clouds; this appearance is 
occasioned hy the light particles of dnst brought 

* Phil. Trans. ,·ol. ii. p. 294. t Lyell's Prin. Geo. 

from the sandy plains of the Kalagarc desert, 
which is so exquisitely fine, that it penetrates seams 
aud cracks which are almost impervious to wat1•r. 
These winds may, with great propriety, be styled 
sandy monsoons. They arc so dry as to affect the 
skin very disagreeahly; and the process of cxsicca­
tion goes on rapidly, proilucing in the human frame 
extreme languor and febrile symptoms, especially 
with those of a delicate coustitution, who, though 
the morning may be perfectly serene, have in them­
selves indications of approaching will([ for hours 
before it rises. Towards the latter end of the windy 
season the thirsty cattle may frequently be seen 
turning their heads northward to snuff the aqueous 
blast, as their instinctive powers catch the scent of 
the green herbage which is brought from the tropi­
cal regions. When this is the case, there is reason 
to hope that clouds will soon make their appearance 
from the opposite quarter. The wiud is rarely 
from the east; and when it is we expect rain, whieh 
will sometimes continue for days, and is what we 
denominate land-rains, being without thnrnler. 
The instinct of cattle under these circumstances is 
very remarkahle, and sometimes leads to serious 
consequences. I have known these animals, alter 
having tra,·cllcd nearly two hundred miles from 
their country, when passing through one more sterile 
and dry, eagerly snuff the odoriferous gale blowing 
from the luxuriant plains they had left, and start 
off in a straight liue to the place from whence they 
had come. 

l\T any years previous to my sojourn in l.\'" amaqna­
land, Africaner lost the greater part of his cattle 
from this cause. One evening a strong wind com­
menced blowing from the north: it smelt of ~een 
grass, as the natives expressed it. The cattle, not 
being in folds, started off after dark. The circum­
stance being unprecedented, it was supposed they 
had merely wandered out to the common where 
they were accustomed to graze; but it was found, 
after much search, that some thousands of cattle 
had directed their course to the north. A few were 
recovered, but the majority escaped to the Damara 
country, after hadng been pnrsned hundreds of 
miles. This instinct directs the migrations of the 
antelope and the wild ass used to the wilderness, 
that srmffeth up the wind at her pleasure, ,Jer. ii. 24. 
These winds, l hm·e learned from inquiry, come 
from within the tropics, where rain has fallen, and 
the cool air thereby produced rushes southward owr 
the plains, filling up the space caused by the rare­
faction of the air, owing to the approach of the sun 
to the tropic of Capricorn. The more uoistcrous 
these winds are, the more reason we have to expect 
rain. They cannot extend to auy great height, as 
the thnndcr-storms which follow, and which often 
commence with a small clond in the opposite direc­
tion, increasing into 1nountains of snow, with a 
tinge of yellow, pursue an opposite course. These 
are precede(\ by a dead stillness, which continues 
till the tornado bursts upon us with awful violence, 
and the clouds have discharged their watery trea­
sures. In such a case there are almost alwa,·s two 
strata of clouds, frequently moving in opposite 
directions. The higher mountain-like masses, with 
their edges exactly defineil, going one way, while 
the feelers, or loose misty vapour beneath, con­
vulsed, and rolling in fearful velocity, arc going 
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another; while the peals of thunder arc such as to natives never appear to ha Ye formed any idea of 
make the very earth tremble. The lightning is of the causes which produce the phenomena of the 
three descriptions. one kind passing from cloud to heavens, such as eclipses. The vague, though uni­
cloud; this is seldom accompanied with any rain. nrsal, notion prevails, when the moon is eclipsed, 
Auother kind is the forked, which may be seen that a great chief has <lied. They are directed by 
passing through a cloud, and striking the earth; the position of certain stars in 1he heawns that the 
this is considered the most dangerous. The most time has arrived, in the revolving year, when par. 
common, not always accompanied by rain, is what ticular roots can be dug up for use, or when they 
we are in the habit of calling stream or chain may commence their labours of the field. This is 
lightning. This appears to rise from the earth in , their li/,halwlo_qo (turnings or revolvings), or what 
figures of ,·arious shap~s, crooked, zigzag, and i we should call the spring time of the year. The 
oblir1ne, and sometimes like a waterspout at sea; it • Pkiadcs they call oelemclu, which may be tra11slated 
contiuues several seconds, while the observer can 1' cultivator, or the precursor of agriculture, from 
distinctly sec it dissolve in pieces like a broken lemela, the relative verb to cultivate for;* and se, 
chain. The perpetual roar of awfnl thunder on ) a prenominal prefix, distinguishing: them as the 
these occasions may he couccivcd, when twenty or actors. Tims, whe1, this constellation assumes a 
more of these flashes may be counted in one minute. I certain position in the heavens, it is the signal to 
The lightning may also be seen passing upwards commence cultivating their fields and garueus. f 
through the dense mass of vapour, and branching I Thunder they supposed to he canseu by a certain 
out like the limbs of a naked tree in the blue sky hird which may he seen soaring very high during: 
auove. In such storms the rain frequently falls in the storm, m,d which appeared to the nativ~s as if 
torrents, and runs off very rapidly, not moistening nestled among till' forked li;rhtnings. Some of 
the earth, except in sandy plains, more than six these birds arc not nnfrcqucutly killed; and their 
inches deep. I having been seen to descend to the eart!J may have 

These storms arc frequently ver:v destructiYe, giYcn rise to this ludicrous notion. I !,an newr 
though not attended with that loss of lili• common : had an opportunity of examining this bird, lmt I 
in more populous countries. People arc killed, ·I presume it uclongs to the vulture species. 
especially such as take refuge under trees; houses j Leaving these subjects for the present, we tum 
are struck, whcu, in general, rnme, if not all, the again to the rni,sion, which, while it suflcred much 
inmates perish. Game are frequently killed hy it, from the presence of the rain-maker, his absence 
and I have known about fifty head of cattle levelled did not appear to have produced any change on 
on the spot. Though persor,s do become so far ac- ; the minds of the natives, except that of mortifica­
customcd to these foarfnl displnys of Almighty ,

1 

tion. \\'e could not help being sincerely thankful 
Jiowcr as even to long for them, because they bring that there was no public prohibition made against 
rain, yet they frequently produce great terror, cspe- attendance on divine worship; therefore, generally, 
cially among the ]owe, orders of the animal crea- a few came, though sometimes only such as were 
tion. The autclopes 1lce in conskrnalion; and I our depcndents. A very large majority ha<l never 
have had opportunities of observing the Balala entered the chapel, being threatened by their supe­
(poor Dcchuauas) start off early on the moming riors if they di,I; aud others woultl not for their 
following such a storm, in quest of the young which lives ha Ye set a foot within the threshold. At an 
have been cast through terror; thus illustrating early period, when the place of worship was built, 
the words of the psalmist, as rendered in our a wooden Dutch clock ha,I been fixed upon the 
English translation, "The voice of the Lor,) causeth wall, for the purpose of regulating the hours of 
the binds to calve,"~ or somewhat cLarc,·, as in the worship. Immediately above the dial was a small 
Dutch, " cast their young." hox, in which were a couple of liliputian soldiers, 

,vhilc on the subject of thunder, it may be proper who strnttcd out when the clock struck. Conrad 
to observe that we have in those latitudes what the llnys and otlH'rs had poisoned the minds of some of 
nati,·cs call .erumairi (serumaecree), which is the leading men with the idea that the missionaries 
thunder without clouds. I have frequently heard were only the precursors of the government. who 
it durinp; my long abode in the country, and once would soon follow in their train, and make soldiers 
in a position where no clo11ds could he seen for fifty of every one of them. The little images in the 
or sixty miles rouml, eYen on the most distant clock were soon magnified into Goliaths, and the 
horizon, for many weeks; indeed it may be sail! to place of worship looked upon as an eintlu ea Mwlego, 
he heard only when there arc no clouds whatever a house of bondage. It was necessary to take down 
to be seen. When it docs occur, which is not often, the fairy-looking strangers, and cut a piece off their 
it is af'te1· the sun }1as passed the meridian, and when painted bodies, to convince the affrightcd natives 
the day is l.Jott<.•st, with little or no wind. The ex- I that the objects of their alarm were only bits of 
plosion appears to he iu the clear blue sky, and , coloured wood. l\lany, however, thought them­
though over onr heads the intonatious arc soft, and selves too wise to he thus easily deceived. Though 
nothing like lightn}n9 is to be seen. . / • This peculiarity in )he Scchuana language will be cx-

Amo11g the var1ct1es of meteorological phcno• pbinetl in the clu1.ptn on it-; chai-drtcr. 
mcna, it might be here noticctl that explosions of, f. Hr. !hom.1s \\:intnbottom, in .!•is account of the nati~·e 
s11bstances occasioually take ]>lace which gencra11y .Alncans m th~ n(•1g~1hour_hoo<l of Sierra J.eont1, obsen·cs~ 111 

'k , ' . . remarkable umsou w1lh tlus stalC'mcnt, thal "the propn time 
~tr1 ·e awe llllO the, heathe11, who are afra11l of stgns for preparing the phntations i..; shown by the partic11lar situa­
rn the heavens. 'l hcse occur after dry and sultry ' tion in Lhc heawns of the Pldades, calleu hy the Bulloms, 
days. I never 1nct, however, with a i\lochnana a_warrang." _In f.~ct this not~on ~reYail~ in almost aJI tl_1c na­
who ha<l seen or heard of the fa.JI f ·; J't. 'J'] ll<ms of _the !ntC'nor of A~nca with wh1~h we an• _ac'Iua,~te<l, 

O at. ro 1 tS. lC a1ul fuN·1hly 111ustra1t's the import of tlw interr,•g-aoon," Can:.t 
.- Psalm xxix. !I, 1 thou bind the swc<"l intluence:-4 of Plci:ulcs (spring)?" 
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perfectly couviucc<l of the egregious folly of believ­
ing that the little lisrto, "c3n·e<l ones," woul<l oue 
<lay seize them hy the throat in the sanctnary, they 
nevertheless continnecl to suspect that the motives 
of the missionary were anything lint <lisintcrcsted. 

CIIAPTE!l XXI. 
Report.,; of the ~[;mtatC'c.,;-The author's wish to ,·isit the in­

lrrior-Opposition to the journey-The hunted khama­
""ilcl clog's rh,1w-:\lantatc€'S clisco,·crC'cl-Rrturn homcwartl 
-Procr-cd to Chiqna Town-A llcchuana parliam<'nl hcld­
!\lannN of the speakl'rs-A con115.cllor silcncc<l-Tnisho's 
srccch-Thc king-'s conclmling ,ul,lrus:,. 

FoR more than a year numerous an<l strange reports 
lrn<l, at interYals, reached us, some, imlecd, of such 
a character as induce(! ns to treat them as the n~ 
verks of a madman. It was sai<l that a mighty 
woman, of the n,1me of lllantatee, was at the head 
of an iuYincible army, numerous as the locusts, 
marching onward among the interior nations, carry­
ing devast::ttion and ruin wherever she went; thut 
she nourished the army with her own milk, sent 
out hornets before it, and, in one word, was laying 
the worl<l desolate. Conclnding that these might 
be only rumours of a destrncth·c war cnrrying on hy 
Chaka, the tyrant of the Zoolns, ancl that he was at 
too great a distance from us to atfoct onr opcratim,s, 
I re~olvcd on a joumey which I had hcen eoutcm­
plating for some months. This was to visit l\la­
kaha, the chief of the Dauangkctsi, a powerful 
trihe, situated upwards of two hundred miles north­
east of Lithako. I had various reasons for taking 
this step. The Batlapis and the neighbouring 
tribes were living in constant dread of an attack 
from so powerful an enemy, of whom they could 
never speak without stigmatizing him with the 
most o~prohrious epithets. It was desirable to open 
up a friendly intercourse to preYent hostilities, an<l 
it seemed advisable for me to attend more exclu­
sively to the acquirement of the language, by asso­
ciating for a while with the natives, when, at the 
same time, an opportunity was thus afforded for 
becoming better acquainted with the localities of 
the trihes; and, in addition to these objects, was the 
ultimate design of introducing the gospel among 
that interesting people. 

About this time, receiving an invitation from 
llfakaba, the path of dnty was plain; bnt l\Jothihi, 
and indeed all the people, were greatly opposed to 
my design. Everything injurious to the character 
of the llauanketsi was raked up and placed before 
me. All the imaginary and real murders ;\Jakaba 
had ever committed were set in array, ancl every 
one swore by their king an<l their fathers, that if 
I went my doom was fixed, for I should never 
return, and therefore Ma-l\lary and the two chil­
dren might leave am! return to our friends in 
England, for she woul<l never see me again. \Ve, 
with lllr. Hamilton, had deliberated to~ether, and 
prayed over the subject, an<l were not <l1smayed by 
their representations. \\'hen the clay arrived for 
my departure, l\lothibi, finding he could not pre­
Yail by arguments, positively forbade those under 
his control to accompany me. Feeling no incli­
nation to give up my intention, I startc,l with snch 
men as I lta<l. On rcachiug Old Lithako, ou the 

third day, I found the reports ahout the :llantatees 
somewhat revived, and the nati,·es strongly a<lvisl'd 
me to proceed 110 farther than l\"okaneng, about 
twenty miles distant. The reports being such as 
we had heard before, and knowi1>g that they wished 
hy every means to intimidate me, I procede,l on 
the following day, after having preached to a great 
number of the natives. On aniving at l.\'okancug, 
I found that rumoms h:Hl reached that place that 
the llarolougs, at Kunuana, al,ont one hnmlrecl 
miles oft; had been also attacked, and the towns 
were in the hands of the marauders; but as spies 
hacl been sent out to ascertain the trnth, I re­
mained, employing every opportunity afforded to 
impart instrnction. The spies returning without 
having he.ml anything of the reported invaders, I 
proceeded with my small company, towards the 
llauangketsi tribes. After travelling four ,lays 
over a dry arnl trackless part of the c,,untry, occa­
sionally mc(•ting with a few of the poor Jl,·clnmuas, 
we came to a tine valley, illositc, in which, ,Hre 
rnmc pools, allll plenty of game, especially the 
rhinoceros. Haviug shot one of these pomlcrous 
animals, we halted a day to prepare the meat, by 
cutting it up into slices, and hanging it in the snn 
to dry, One would haYe been more than ~ufficicnt 
for our company; ancl it was only at the urgent 
recp1est of the poor people that a couple more were 
fhot, as they Ycry rarely sncceecl in killing such 
animals, except it be in a pitfall. 

During our stay at this place a eircnmstancc oc­
curred which may throw rnmc light on the habits 
of these people, nucl confirms the ol<l adage, " that 
the on,~half of the world docs not know how the 
other half lives.' It was at noomlay when a fine 
large hartehecst (khamn of the llcchuanns,) the 
swiftest of the antelope species,• darted elosc past 
the wagon, and descended towards the extensive 
valley. Startled by so unusual an occurrence, one 
of the natives called out, "It is the wild clogs;" 
and presently the whole pack made their appcar­
anc•:, following their leader, which was pursuing 
the antelope. \\'c seized onr gnns to attack them 
as beasts of prey. The poor people who were 
sitting around their flesh-pots started up, and 
followed, begging of ns most earnestly not to kill 
the wild dogs, for they were their 1,roviders. We, 
of course, laid clown our guns again, and directed 
onr uttcntion to the khama, which was soon over­
taken and seized by the hind leg. I I tunml 
rouu<l to defcml itself, aud then started off till 
again seized by the wilcl dog. As we had, in a 
measure, retarded the speed of the pack, ahont 
thirty in number, the single dog which was engaged 
baiting the khama loc,k,•d round nnd irnw a piteous 
howl for his companions to come to his assistance. 
When they oYertook the poor animal they fell npnn 
it with one accord, ancl instantly brought it to the 
ground. One of my men ran ott' in order to secure 
a piece of the skin, of which he wanted to make 
shoes, but hy the time he reached the spot, nothing 

* u The J,a,.tl'l-rf'.,;;t is one of the finest animals or LhC' nntC'­
lope family; it i.'- flc>cl, anti graceful in its g:-lit, ·nw male• is 
aboul seven feet long and Ji\·e l't•C't high, ,dth ham\,om(' n•­
curvaletl liorn.r; growin!.:' from ilpproximated bi\..,l"'S. The female 
is of a sma.llt•r si1.c. 'J11e llf-'sh is good, and lien~ ,1 ('Oll-',iller­
ahl(" rr,;;!'mhlance lo hccf."-Pri11.'Jlf'. ThPrf' arc immc•n.,e 
herds of thf'se animals in the inlerior, and g-cnerally of a 
larger size tl1an th~ .i.Lo\'c. 
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remained but bones, and those we II picked. These 
the poor people afterwards collectl'<l for the sake of 
the marrow. On fnrther inquiry I find that these 
people are in the habit, when they see an antelope, 
or even an ostrich, pursued by the wild <logs, of 
en<leavouring to frighten thl'm away, that they 
may come in for a share oft he prey. One of the 
men, with much feeling for himself and com­
panions, said, patting his hand ou his stomach, "Oh, 
l am glad you did not shoot the dogs, for they 
often find us a meal." At another place the poor 
people were very glad, on the same account, that 
we had not killed the lion which had been trouble­
some to us duriug the night. These children of 
the de,ert very promptly described the manner of 
the wild-dog chase, which I have since had oppor­
tunities of wituessing. "When the dogs approach a 
troop of antelopes, they select one, no matter how 
it may mingle with others on the dusty plain; the 
<log that starts never loses scent, or if he does, it is 
soon disconre<l hy the pack which follow after, as 
they spread themseh·es the more readily to regain 
it. While the single dog who takes the lead has 
occasion to make angles in pursuit of his prey, the 
others, who hear his cry or short howl, avoid a 
circuitous course, and by this means l'asily come 
up again, when a fresh dog resumes the chase, and 
the other turns into the pack. In this way they 
relieve each other till they have canght the animal, 
which they rarely fail to accomplish, though some­
times after a nry long nm. Should they, in their 
course, happen to pass other game much nearer than 
the one in pursuit, they take uo notice of it. These 
<logs, of which there are two species, never attack 
111nn, but arc very <lestrnctive to sheep and goats, 
and l'VCn to cows, when thtcy come in their way. 

While these things were going on we were on 
the alert, and made inquiries of every stranger we 
met about the invaders, but could learn nothing, 
although we were not more than fifteen miles from 
the town, of which it was reported the eucmy were 
in possession. ,v e saw, on a distant height, some 
men who were evidently lookiug our way, and their 
not approaching our wagons was so unusual with 
hungry natives, that we thought they must he 
strangers from a great distance, or some of the 
Mantatees. Two days passed over, au<l on the next, 
when we were about to start for the Bauangketsi, 
two Barolongs, passing by, informed ns of the fact, 
the Mantanees were in possession of the town, 
which lay rathn in our rear, behind some heights, 
which we distinctly saw, As one of these men had 
narrowh escaped with his life in the conflict with 
that pcoplc. no doubt was left in onr minds as to 
the propriety of returning immediately to the place 
whence we had come, particulal'!y as there was a 
probability that our course might be intercepted, 
some prisoners who ha,l escaped having reported 
that the enemy were ahout to start for Lithako. 
,\'e lost no tiine in returning to Xokaneng, and 
were met there by individuals "·ho authenticated 
my report to some thousands, who were pleasing 
themselves with the idea that there was no such 
enemy. When I arriwd at our station the fearful 
news spread rapi<lly. A public meeting was con­
vened, and the principal men nwt, to whom I gave 
a circumstantial account of all the information I 
had gathered res1,ecting the character and pro-

gress of the l\fantatees: That they were really a 
numerous and powerful hotly, had destroyed many 
towns of the llakone trihes, slaughtered immonse 
numbers of people," laid Kurrechane in ruins, scat­
tered the Barolongs, and, in addition, were said to 
be cannihals ! The alarming tidings produced at 
first a gloom on every countenance, and when I had 
finishell speaking, a profound si !ence reigned for 
some minutes. ;\Iothibi then replied in the name 
of the assembly, that he was exceedingly thankfnl 
that I had been tlogo e tlwta, hard-headed, and 
pursued my jomney, for, hy so doing, 1 had dis­
coYered to them their danger. 

All were now ready to bless me for having taken 
my own "'ay. They solicited counsel, but all I 
could give was to flee to the colony, or call in the 
assistance of the Griquas; that as the Bechuanas 
were entirely unable to resist so numerous and 
savage a force as the J\1antatees, I wonlcl proceed 
instantly to Griqua Town, give information, convey 
their wishes, aud obtain assistance and wagons to 
remove our goods from the station. Some pro­
posed fleeing to the Kalagare desert; hut from this 
I strongly dissuaded them, fearing that many wonld 
perish from want. As no time was to he lost, in 
the absence of horses, I proceeded with my wagon 
to G riqua Town, w her-c I had the pleasure of 
meetin,r at Mr. ;\lelvill's house, George Thompson, 
Esq., of Cape Town, who was on a tour, and about 
to visit Lithako. 

As soon as the purpose of my embassy was com­
municated, Waterboer, the chief, started off for 
Campbell, on horseback, to confer with the people 
there, it being the opinion of the Griquas that if 
the enemy were to be resisted at all, it should be 
done at a distance. They promised to lose no time 
in coming to the Kuruman with a party, when 
further deliberations might he made. Next morn­
iug I returned, accompanied by illr. Thompson, 
ancl many anxious mii,ds were anticipating the 
result of my journey, the public mind being com­
pletely unhinged, although no fresh tidings had 
arrived respecting the objects of their terror. The 
resolntion of tl,e G riquas to meet the enemy at a 
distance, gave entire satisfaction. Orders were 
sent off to the different towns and villages, and to 
the Ilatlaros, that a pit.<1w, or parliament, be con­
\'l'ne<l 011 the following day. As subjects of great 
nationa I interest were to be discussed, all were in 
motion early in the morning of June 13, 182:J. 
About JO A."·, the whole body of armed men, 
amounting to about one thousand, came to the out­
skirts of the town, and returned again to the public 
fold or place of assemhly, some singing war-songs, 
others engaged in mock-fights, with all the fantastic 
gestures which their wild imaginations could 
invent. The whole bo,ly took their seats, lining 
the fold, leaving an arena in the centre for the 
speakers. 

A few short extracts from some of the speeches 
will sene to show the manner in which these 
meetings are conclucte,I. Althongh the whole ex­
hihits a very grotes'}ue scene, bnsiness is carried on 
with the most perfect order. There is bnt little 
cheering, and still less hissing, while e'<'ery speaker 
fearlessly states his own sentiments. The auclience 
is seated on the ground, ( as represented in the ac­
companying sketch,) each man having before him 
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his shield, to which is attached a number of spears. 
A quiver containing poisoned arrows, is hung from 
the shoulder, and a battle-axe is held in his right 
hand. l\lany were adorned with tiger skins, ma\ 
tails, and had plumes of feathers waving on their 
heads." In the centre a sufficient space was left, 

ing silence. " Be silent, ye Batlapis. Be silent, 
ye Ilarolongs," addressing each tribe distinctly, not 
excepting the white people, if any 1,appen to be 

• This sketch was taken while Mothihi was cutting hi.;; 
caper-, hcfore commencing his speech. It wa.-, nat1.1ral to ex­
pect tlrnt, however much the natives might contemn our doc­
trines, as being in direct opposition to their customs, and to 
the lusts of the flcc;h, they would ne\'Crthele.;.~ Le ]ell, for their 
own comfort and convcn.ience, to adopt our plain and simple 
mode of dress. Though, strictly speaking, they were neither 
nakerl nor oh;;ccne in their attire anil manners, their dress, to 
!!-ay the least, was <lisglL-;ting. Any thing, like an infringe­
ment on the ancient :;arb of the nation was looked on as a 
c:uicature of ours; and therefore itj appt!are<l in their eyes 
what a man in this countrv woulrl Le with a ladv's bonnet or 
cap on his head-a ~lcny Andre, ... -. \"arious articl~s of clothing 
were sent from England for the qutien and nolJfos~e of I.i­
thako; hut none of these made their appParance. \\"hen 
visitors came, which in tho~e tlavs wa.s a rare thing, they would 
offer the prc:=.ent of a garment; which shared the same fate. 
!'ilahnto, the queen, promised that if ~rrs. )I. wouhl make her 
a dre.,.;;;, she would wear it. She ~la1lly set her m•cdle to work. 
ThC' dres.i was presented~ hut that tofl disapppared. \\"hen the 
missionary's wife prcvaile1l on a couple of girls to come into 
the l1ou.,c, to nurse, anti do other little howwhold servict>s, it 
req11ire1l some persuasion to induce them to pnt on something 
1ikt• a frock, to keep them from making e,·erythin~ thP greasy 
red colour of their own bodies, \\"hen tliev rcturne<l in tlw 
f'vening to their homes, they would throw On· the temporary 
~arb, however bright its colours, M something lilthy and dis­
~w;1 in~. An idea may be formed of the fantastic appeamncc 
of the nathes in the absnrd use of some articles of European 
dress, from the fact that we oh-;ern:d the king, while sitting­
amon_!! the warriors at thf> meeting, wearing a white garment, ! 

l1ut could form no hlea what it was, until he boundt>d into the I 
<1rena, aml, lo! it was a rllf'mi.~·r ! \\"hence it ea.me, or what 
became of it aftcnvar<l.-;, no one knew. 

for the privileged, those who had killed an enemy 
in battle, to dance and sing, in which they ex­
hibite,l the most violent and fantastic gestures con­
ceivable, which drew forth from the spectators the 
most clamorous applause. "'hen they retire to 
their seats, the speaker commences, by command-

present, and to which each responds with a groan. 
He then takes from his shield a spear, and points 
it in the direction in which the enemy is advancing, 
imprecating a curse upon them, and thus declaring 
war, by repeatedly thrusting his spear in that direc­
tion, as if plunging it iuto the eaemy. This 
receives a load whistling sonnd of applause. He 
next directs his spear towards the Bushmcn­
country, sonth and south-west, imprecating also a 
curse on those " ox-eaters," as they are called. 
The king, on this, as on all similar occasions, in­
troduce,! the business of the day by " Ye sons of 
:'llolehabanguc,"-viewing all the influential men 
present as the friends or allies of his kingdom, 
which rose to more than its former eminence under 
the reign of that monarch, his father,-" the llfan­
tatees are a strong and Yictoi'ions people. they have 
OYerwhelmed many nations, and they arc approach­
ing to clestroy ns. \\' e have bcc·n apprisc<l of their 
manners, their deeds, their weapons, and their 
intentions. ,v e cannot stan<l against the :\lnntatces; 
we must now concert, conclude, and be dl'tcnnincd 
to stand; the case is a great one. You have seen 
the interest the missionary has taken in your safety; 
if we Pxcrt onrsdves as he has done, the illan­
tatees can come no farther. You see the white 
people arc our friends. You sec :'II r. Thompson, u 
chief man of the Cape, has come to sec ns on 
horseback; he has not come to lurk behind our 
houses as a spy, but come openly and with con-



!)2 l\lOSHU:.'IIE'S SPEECII.-THE KIXG'S COXCLUDll\'G ADDRESS. 

lhh•nce; his intentions arc good ; he is one on that he was the man who charged his people with 
whom the light of day may shine; he is our friend. desertion in time of war. "Ye cowards, JC vaga-
1 now wait to hear what the general opinion is. houds," he exclaimed, " deny the charge if yon 
Let e¥cry one speak his mind, and then I shall can. Shall I count up how often you have done 
speak agaiu." ~lothibi manreuvred his spear as at S('? ,vcre I to repeat the instances, you would 
the commencement, and then pointing it towards decamp like a chastened dog. or with shame place 
heaven, the andienc~ shontc(l, " Pi1la," (rain,; on your heads between your kuecs." Addressing the 
which he• sat down amid~t a din of applause. assembly, he said, " I do not rise to-(lay to make 

llctwl'cn each speaker a part or verse of a war- speeches, I shall wait till the day of mustering. I 
song is sung; the same antics arc then performed, beseech you to retlect on what is before you, and 
all(} again universal silence is commanded. The let the subject sink deep into your hearts, that yon 
second ;peaker, Moshumc, said, "To-day we arc may not turn your hacks in the day of battle."' 
calle,l upon to opp.,sc au enemy who is the enemy Tnrning to the king,· he said, " Y 011 are too in­
of all. ~lotfat has been near the camp of the different about the concerns of your people; you 
enemy : we all oppos!'d his going; w,; arc to-day arc rolled up in apathy; yon arc now called upon 
all glacl that he went; he did not listen to 11s, he to sho,\· that you are a king and a man." 
has warned us and the Griqnas. "'hat are we When se,·eral other speakers had delivered their 
now to (lo? If ,¥c flee they will o,·ertake ns; if sentiments, chicny exhorting to nuanimity ancl 
we fight they will conquer, they are as strong as a courage, lllothihi rcsumccl his central position, and 
lion, they kill and cat, they leave nothing. (Here after the nsnal gesticulations, commanded silence. 
an old man interrupted the speaker, hcµ;ging him Having noticed some remarks of the lll'eccding 
to roar aloucl that all might hear.) I know ye, speakers, he added, " It is evident that the hest 
Batlapis," co11ti1111ed l\Josh11111e, " that at home and plan is to proceed against the enemy, that they 
in the face of women ye arc men, hut women in come no nearer; let not our towns he the scat of 
the face of the (•nemy; ye are ready to run when war; let not our houses he the scenes of bloodshed 
you should stand; think, thi11k and prepare your and dc,trnction. No! let the blood of the enemy 
hearts this day, be united in one, make yo11r hearts he ~pilt at a distance from our wives an(l children." 
hard." I ncha, a ;\1orolong, commenced his sp~ech Turning to the aged chief, he said, " I hear you, 
hy recommending that the llatlapis should wait till my father ; I uudcrstand yon, my father; your 
the ;\Iantatccs arrivl'd, and then attack them ; he words are trnc, they are good for the ear; it is 
had scarcely said this, when he was interrupted by good that we be instmcted by the ;\lakoiias; I wish 
!site, a young chief, who sprang up, calling out, tl10se evil who will not obey; I wish that they may 
•• No, 110; ,rlio calle(l upon you to sp(•ak foolish- he broken in pieces." Then addressing the 
nc,s? ,vas there ever a king or chief of the , warrio:·s, "There are many of yon who do not 
llatlapis who said you must stand up anu speak? ' ,kserve to eat 0111 of a howl, hut only onl of a 
Do you intern! to iustrnct the sons of l\lolcha- broken pot; think on what has been said, and obey 
bangue? He silent! Yon say yon know the men, without murmuring. I command you, ye chiefs 
and yet you wish us to wait till they entl'r our of the llatlapis, Batlaros, Bamairis, llarolongs, and 
town; the Mantatees arc conquerors, and, if we llakotns, that you acr1naint all your tribes of the 
tlce, ,re must lose all. Hear, and I will speak; let : proceedings of this day; let none he ignorant; l 
us attack the l'nemy where they arc; ifwe retreat, say again, ye warriors, prepare for the battle! let 
there will he time for those in the rear to flee. your shields he strong, your quivers full of arrows, 
We may fight and flee, aml at last conquer ; this and your battle-;ixcs as sharp as hunger." " Be 
we cannot do if we wait till they a11proach onr silent, ye Kidney-eaters,"* (addrcssi11g the old 
town." This speech was londly cheered, while men,) •· ye who are of no farther use hut to hang 
1 ucha silently sat down. A chief, considerably ad- about for kidn,·ys when an ox is slaughterecl. If 
vancecl iu years. afterwards addressed the ass,•mhly. your oxen arc taken, where will you get any 
" Ye sons of ;\lolchahangne, ye have now had ex- more?'' Turning to the women, he said, " Prevent 
pcricnce enough to convince you that it is your not the warrior from going ont to battle by your 
duty to procce,1 against the ;\lantatccs, who have cunning insinuations. /'lo, rouse the warrior to 
no object Lut to steal and destroy. Ye sons of glory, and he will return with houourahle scars, 
Molehahanguc ! ye sons of i\lolehahangue ! ye fresh marks of valour will cover his thighs, aml we 
have done well this day. Yon are now acting shall then renew the war-song aml dance, and relate 
wisely, first to deliberate aad then to prncec·d: the the story of onr conquest." At the couclusion of 
missionary has di,coYered our danger, like the this speech the air was rent with acclamations, the 
rising sun af.er a dark night; a man sees the whole assembly occasionally joining in the dance; 
danger he was in when darkness shut his eyes. the women frl'<Jncntly taking the weapons from 
,Ye must not act like Bcchnanas, we must act like the hands of the men, and brandishing them in the 
lllnkoiias (white people). ls this our pitsho? l\'o, most violent manner; and people of ;11 ages usin~ 
it is the pit0 ho of the missionary; therefore we the most extravagant aud frantic gestures for ncarlJ 
mnst speak and act like lllakoiias." two honrs. 

Tai:.;ho arose, an<l hadug connnandcd silence, 
was rrceivc,l with reiterated apfllausc. on which ."' Kidm--':r~ nrr rat.en only hy the ::t!!'e,1, an1I your:i~ p<>~pl,· 

Id · h .1 f · I ' 1 • I will no1 L-1...;tr tlu-m on r1.nv r1.cconnt, from the super::;t1tIuus ul,·a 
:.lll o warn or rus Cu 1u·1ous y up to um, ant that the;: can have 110 cl1iltlr<'n if thc-v ,lo so. 
holding forth his arm, called ont, " Behold the I · 
man who shall speak wi~do,u. Be silent, he in- ________ _ 
strneted; a man, a wise man has sto()(] up to 
speak." Taisho informed the preceding speaker 
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Dunnrn the interval of ele\'en days which elapsed 
before assistance could arrive from Griqua Town, 
very great uneasiness prevailed on the station, and 
mo;t of our hea,·y goods were pack(•<l and buried, 
that we might not ue cncum!Jered shoul<l flight 
become inevitable.* As it had been frequently 
reported that there were white men among the 
in\'a<lers, when the comman<lo, consisting of about 
a hundred horsemen arrh·etl, it was the general 
opinion that I ought to accompany them; as, having 
some knowledge of the languag(', n1y presence 
might have more infln~nce in !Jringing abont a 
t1·eaty; and Mr. ;\lelv11l, government agcut at 
Gri11ua Towu having arri,·ed with the intention 
of accompanying the commando, we started on the 
followiug day. Before leaving, we all met to pray 
for Di,·ine counsel, which we felt we greatly needed. 
The future appeared dark and portentous, and we 
were convince<l that nothing but au Almighty 
power could preserve the country from impending 
ruin, by arresting the progress of those whose feet 
w,·rc swift to slml blood. A blessing nn the means 
of preYenting its further effusion was earnestly 
implored, nut! if recourse mnst be had to ,·ioleut 
1neas11rcs, that the hea<ls of thos(• engaged 1night he 
shielded in the day of battle. Having bivouacked 
at the ;\fatlaurin !liver, Waterboer, the Griqua 
chief, I, anti a few others, mounted our horses after 
dark, rode forward for a!Jout four hours, anti then 
halte<l among some trees till morning. At day­
break we again proceeded till we came within sight 
of the enemy, who were lyiug a short distance 
south of the town of Lithako. A second and more 
numerous division occupied the town itself. Our 
first impressions were, on seeing an immense black 
surface on the opposite declivity, from which many 
small columns of smoke were arising, that the 
!Jushes anrl grass had been set on fire during the 
night; but on closer inspection we were ~tartled 
to find it the camp of one portion of the enemy, 
containing a mass of human beings. As we drew 
nearer. we saw that we were tlisco,·ercd, an<l con­
siderable confusion pre,•ailetl. The war-axe,, au<l 
brass ornaments could he distinctly seen glittering 
in the sun. 

"' atcrbocr and I rode up to a young woman 
whom we saw in one of the rnviues. In reply to 

"'" ilr. Thomp~on, who, with a guide, reconnoitn•d the 
mo,;cmt'nt.; of lhc \lant.atPCi whom he witncsse1l entering Old 
I.ithako, rdLlrnl'd to the colon)' to gh'c information oft he near 
approach of ~o powerful an ~i:iemy. lle ha~ taken the live­
liest interest m the whole afla1r, a.swell a.-; In the welfare of 
the mis,;,ion, which crn.leared him not only to us, hut to the 
native;, who hall '\·cry characterii;tically de~cribet.l l1im as a 
'' m:in on whom the light of day might shine." His kind 
aml gencrou.-; dh;po-,ition sympathiz.etl \\ith U..."I in our anxieties 
;mJ iroubll'"• which at the same time alfordt•t.l him opportuni­
tie.-; of formin~ a correct e~timate of our real situation and 
1lang-c-r, which he has so well de:::cribcd in his"' Travels," long 
hefon~ the public. 

our question, made in the llechuana la11g11.igP, she 
said that the invaders had come from a distant 
country, !Jut would give no further information. 
She was gathering the pods of the acacia, and 
eating them; which, as well as her appearance, in­
dicated the most extreme want. Having talc! her 
who we were, anti that our object ,~as to speak to 
the people, and uot to fight, we gave her some food, 
and a piece of touacco, requesting her to go and 
apprize them of onr wishes. We then advanced 
within two mnskct shots of the enemy, where we 
found, reclining nuder a small rock, an old man 
and his son; the latter without the least .sig11s of 
animation, while the father could scarcely articulate 
that he too was dying from hunger. ,ve coul<l 
only learn from this object of pity. that the people 
to whom he belongc,l were the cLmmon enemy so 
much dreaded. ,v e remained here for about half 
an hour, to allow the yonng woman ample time to 
inform the main body, and at the same time to con­
Yince the enemy we were not afraid of them, nor 
disposed to injure them. In the mean time we 
despatched one of our men to give information to 
the commando, who were about twenty miles 
behind. On looking arouml in search of water, 
we saw the dead bo<lies (reduced to skeletons) of 
several of the enemy, who hat! come to the pool to 
drink, and there expired; one lying partly in the 
clement with which we had to quench our thirst. 
While standing, we observed that all the cattle 
were collected and inclosed in the centre of the 
multitude. l\"o one came near ns, except a few 
warriors, who in a threatening attitude, dared our 
approach, hut whose spears fell short of the mark. 
It bad uccu agrec<l that one of our number, and 
I, after advancing within a short distance of the 
enemy, should dismount, and go forward unarmed, 
and invite two or three of them to come and speak 
with us. This plan, however, was entirely defeated. 
We had all just approached within a hundred 
yards, and two of us were just a!Jont leaving our 
sad<lles, when the sa\'ages mteretl a hideous yell; 
and I had hardly time to say, " lfo upon your 
guard, they are preparing to attack," when several 
hundred armed nwn rushed forward in a furious 
manner, throwing their ,napons with such velocity, 
that we had scarcely time to turn our tenified 
steeds, and gallop clear of them. Having retreated 
a few hundred yards, we stopped and stood per­
fectly astonished at their saYage fury. Seeing no 
possible means of bringing them to a parley, we 
retired to a height at a short di,tance, but within 
view of the enemy. Here we remained the whole 
day, an<l, to supply our wauts, shot two Hori.~, 
called by the colonists, wild peacocks, a species of 
bustard, which we very thnukfully roasted and 
ate. ,ve, at a Ycry great risk, sent the horses to 
the water,-all tu infpire confidence in the ;\lan­
tat('CS, that some one might be influenced to draw 
near,-but none approached. At sunset I left 
\\'atcrboer aud the scouts, and rode !Jack. to confer 
with lllr. lllelvill anti the other Griqna chiefs, and 
to devise some scheme to bring the enemy to terms 
of peace, and prevent, if possihlc, the dreadful 
consequences of a battle. The Griquas Jiacl come 
headed by their rcspectiYe chiefs, Adam Kok, 
Berent! Berent.I, Andries ,vaterboer, and Cornelius 
Kok; but it was unanimously agreed that Water-
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hoer should take the command. Cornelius nobly 
and generously insisted on my taking his \Jest 
horse, urging that my !if~ was far more valuable 
than his. This kind act was the more sensibly 
felt, as the horse was one of the strongest in the 
commando; and hut for this circumstance, I could 
not have done what I did, nor, humanly speaking, 
could I Lave escaped with my life. 

!laving spent au almost sleepless night on the 
plain, from extreme cold, we were all in motion 
next morning before daylight. The attempt made 
the preceding day to bring about a friendly com­
munication having entirely failed, it was judged 
expedient for the commando to ride np to the in­
vaders, hoping, from the imposing appearance of 
about one hundred horsemen, to intimidate them, 
and bring them to a parley. For this purpose, the 
commando approached within one hundred and fifty 
vards, with a view to beckon some one to come out. 
Ou this the enemy commenced their terrible howl, 
and at once discharged their clubs and j:n-elius. 
Their black dismal appearance, and savage fury, 
with their hoarse and stentorian voices, were cal­
culated to daunt; and the Griquas. on tlwir first 
attack, wisely retreated to a short distance, and 
again drew up. \Y aterboer, the chief, commenced 
firing, aml Ie,·elled one of their warriors to the 
ground; several more instantly shared the same 
fate. It was confidently expected that their courage 
would be daunted wh(•n thcv saw their warriors 
fall hy an im·isilile weapon; a'ud it was hoped they 
would he humble,l and alarmed, that thus farther 
bloodshed might be pre,·ented. Though they beheld 
with astonishment the dead, and the stricken 
warriors writhing in the du,t, they looked with 
lion-like fierceness at the horsemen, and veiled 
,·engeance, violently wrenching the weapon; from 
the hands of their dying companions, to supply 
those they had discharged at their antagonists. 
Sufficient intervals were afforded, and e,·cry cn­
conragement held out for them to make proposals, 
but all was ineffectual. They sallied forth with 
increased vigour, so as to ohlige the Griquas to 
retreat, though only to a short distance, for they 
never attempted to pursue a hove two hundred yards 
from their camp. The firing, though without any 
order, was very destmctive, as each took a steady 
aim. i\lany of their chief men tell 'l"ictims to their 
own temerity, after manifosting nuda1111ted spirit. 
Again and again the chiefs and l\lr. i\lelvill met 
to deliberate how to act so as to prevent bloodshed 
among a people who appeared determiued to die 
rather than lice, which they could easily have 
done. 

Soon after the battle commenced, the Bechnanas 
came np, and united in playing on the enemy with 
poisoned arrnws, lint they ''"ere soon driven back; 
half-a-dozen of the fierce l\lantatees made the 
whole body scamper off iu ,rild disorder. After 
two hours and a half's combat, the Griquas, finding 
their ammunition fast diminishing, at the almost 
certain risk of loss of life, began to storm; when 
the enemy gaye way, taking a westerly direction. 
The horsemen, howeYer, intercepted them, when 
they immediately descended towards the rat"ine, as 
if determined not to 1·eturu by the way they came, 
which they crossed, but were again intercepted. 
On turning round, they seemed desperate, but were 

soon repulsed. Great confusion uow prevailed, 
the ground being very stony, which rendered it 
difficult to manage the horses. At this moment 
an awful scene was presented to the view. The 
nndulating country around was covered with 
warriors, all in motion, so that it was ditlicult to 
say who were enemies or who were friends. Clouds 
of dust were rising from the immense masses, who 
appeared flying with krror, or pursuing with fear. 
To the alarmiug confusion was added the bello,l"­
ing of oxen, the vociferations of the yet unvan­
quished warriors, mingled with the groans of the 
dying, and the widows' piercing wail, and the c1·ies 
from infant voices. The enem,· then directed their 
course towards the town, which was in possession 
of a tri he of the same people, still more numernus. 
Here another desperate strnggle ensued, when the 
foe appeared determined to iuclose the horsemen 
within the smoke and flames of the houses, thrnngh 
which they were slowly passing, giving the enemy 
time to escape. At Ia,t, seized with despair, they 
fled precipitately. It had been observed during 
the fight that some women went backward and 
forward to the town, only about half a mile distant, 
apparently with the most perfect iudiffer, nee to 
their fearful situation. While the comm~ndo was 
struggling between hope and despair of bdug able 
to rout the enemy, information was brought that 
the half of their forces, under Clmane, were rl~ 
posing in the town, within sound of the guus, 
perfectly regardless of the fate of the other dh·ision, 
uuder the command of Karagan~·c. It was sup­
posed they possessed entire confidence in the yet 
iuYincihle army of the btter, being the more 
warlike of the two. Ilnmanly speaking bad both 
parties been together, the day would haYc been 
lost, when they could, with perfect case, have carried 
deYastation into the centre of the colonv. "·hen 
both parties were united, they set fire to all parts 
of the town, and appeared to be taking their de­
parture, proceeding in an immense body towards 
the north. If their number may he calculated by 
the space of ground occupied hy the enti1·e body, 
it must h,we amonnted to upwards of forty thou­
sand. The Griqnas pnrsued them about eight 
miles; and though they continued desperate, they 
seemed filled with terror at the enemies hy whom 
they had beeu oYercome. 

As soon as they retired from the spot where they 
had been encamped, the l3eclmanas, like voracions 
woh·es, began to plunder and despatch the wounded 
men, and to butcher the women and children with 
their spears and war-axes. As fighting was not 
my province, of course I avoided discharging a 
single shot, though, at the request of '.\lr. ;'.l!elvill 
and the chiefs, I remained with the commando, as 
the only means of safety. Sc•eing the savage fero­
city of the Beclmanas in killiug the inotfensiYe 
,rnmen and children for the sake of a few paltry 
rings, or of being able to boast that they had killed 
sonie of the '.\lantatees, I turned my attention to 
these objects of pity, who were flying in consterna­
tion in all directions. By my gallopmg in amoug 
them, many of the Bechuanas were deterred from 
their harbarons purpose. It was distressing to see 
mothers and infants rolled in blood, and the living 
babe in the arms of a dead mother. All ages and 
both sexes lay prostrate on the ground. Shortly 
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after they began to retreat, the women, seeing that I prevent hloo<lshc<l or save life, I returned to the 
mercy was shown them, instead of flying, generally station, where 1\1 r. J\lelvill arrived two <lays after 
sat <lown, an<l, haring their bosoms, exclaimed, " I with the prisoners, to whose comfort and welfare 
am a woman, I am a woman!" It seemed impos- he attended with unremitting care. It was aftcr­
sible for the men to yicl<l. There were several in- war<ls <leeme<l advisable that some of the Griquas 
stances of wounded men being surroun,le<l hy fifty should go and learn what direction the enemy ha<l 
llechuauas; hut it was not till life ,.as almost ex- takcu; hnt this they decline,!. ;\lcssrs. Hamilton 
tinct that a single one wonl<l allow himself to he and ~lclvill then set off with a wagon, to rescue the 
conquered. I saw more than one instance of a man women an<l children who might still survh·e, trnst­
lighting hol<lly, with ten or twelve spears au<l ing that some of the Griquas woul<l follow with 
arrows fixed in his body. The cries of infants their horses, which lllr. :\I offered to hire. Two 
which had fallen from the breasts of their mothers, days after their departure the report reached us 
who had tle<l or were slain, were distinctly hear<l; that, after the battle, the retreating enemy had 
while many of the women appeared thoughtless as attacked and pluudere<l three dilforent towns, and 
to their dreadful situation. Several times I nar- were even threatening yet to visit the Kuruman, to 
rowly escaped the spears and war-axes of the revenge their loss, supposing that the horses and 
wounded, while busy in rescuing the women and guns being gone, the Jlechnanas, whom they con­
chil<lren. The men, struggling with death, would sidcred as the dust of their feet, woul<l he utterly 
raise themsdves from the ground, and discharge unable to resist them. 
their weapons at auy one of our nmnbcr within Ou receiving the above alarming information, I 
their reach; their hostile an<l revengeful spirit only despatched two men with a letter to l\Iessrs. Hamil­
ceased when life was extinct. Contemplating this ton and l\Ielvill, for whose safety we now felt the 
deadly conflict, we could not hut admire the mercy most tremlJ!iug anxiety, being without horses, and 
of God that not one of our number was killed, an<l not a single Griqua having accompanied them. I 
only one slightly wounded. One Ilechnana lost his I also sent off with all speed a letter to Waterboer, 
life while too eagerly seeking for plunder. The pointing out the necessity of recalling his force. 
slain of the enemy was between four and five hun- ,

1 

The uncertainty whether the enemy was not iu the 
<lred. preci1,cts of the town caused us to spend a most 

The l\Iantatces are a tall. robust people, in features ' uneasy night. This was a night of great anxiety. 
resem hling the Bechuanas; their dress consists of 

1 
;\fossengers arrived, announcing the certain ap­

prepare<l ox hides, hanging <louble over the shoul- , proach of the l\Iantatccs. It was dark and dreary. 
ders. The men, during the engagement, were The town was without lights of any description. 
nearly naked, having on their heads a round cock- except the few embers of the house-fires, roun<l 
ade of black ostrich feathers. Their ornaments which sat the trembling families. l\Tost of the men 
were large copper rings, sometimes eight in number, were out of doors, listening to anything like an un­
worn round their necks, with numerous ann, leg, usual sound. The <logs kept np incessant hark­
and ear rings of the same material. Their weapons ing. Ko watches were set; uo spies sent out, 
were war-axes of various shapes, spears, and clubs; There was no inhabitant between us and the field 
into many of their knob-sticks were inserted pieces of battle. Every one appeared afraid to move from 
of iron resembling a sickle, but more curved, some- the spot where lle stood. A cry of sorrow was 
times to a circle, and sharp on rhe outside. Their raised in one part of the town, which made every 
language was only a dialect of the Sechuana, as I heart palpitate. It was the intelligence of one 
understood them nearly as well as the people among newly arrived,-the melancholy tale of the parent 
whom I lived. They appeared more rude and of a family having been slain by tile :IIantatees. 
barbarous than the tribes around us, the natural Occasionally a chief woul<l come to our houses to 
consequences of the warlike life they llad le<l. announce his terror. Imagination painted the town 
They were suffering dreadfully from want; eveu surrounded by a host of the enemy, waiting the 
in the heat of battle, the poorer class seize<l pieces dawn of day to commence a. general massacre. 
of meat an<l devoured them raw. At the close of The l\lantatee women in our kitchens and out­
the battle, when l\Ir. Melvill and I had collected houses perceived the alarm, but looke<l on, or slept, 
many women and children, and were taking them with the most perfect indifference. Aµain and 
to a place of safety, it was with the utmost difficulty again parties came and knocked violently at our 
we coul<l get them forward. They ,<"illingly fol- door, relating new fears-the spectres of their 
lowed till they found a piece of meat, which had feverish minds. ]If rs. 111. put warm clothes on the 
been thrown a.way in the flight, when nearly all two sleeping babes, in case of being able to escape 
woul<l halt to tear an<l devour it, though perfectly on foot towards the mountain; while I hung my 
raw. Some of the prisoners were so extremely cloak an<l my gun close hy the door-the latter 
weak as to oblige us to leaYe them behind. \Ye being necessary for protection, in our flight, from 
learned from others that the lllantatees had in- beasts of prey. A woman, who ha<l the <lay before 
ten<le<l to begin their march towards Kuruman the but scarcely escaped the deadly weapons of the 
very day we encountered them, and ha<l slaughtered enemy, ran the whole night, and, on reaching 
cattle to make themselves strong. They had driven the tl,reshold of one of the houses, fainted with 
out the inhabitants of l\okaneng, ransacked and fatigue, and foll to the ground. Ou reco,·ering, the 
burnt that town, an<l were about to finish with first words she articulated were, "The ;\lautatees !" 
Lithako in the same manner, when " the thunder This went through the thousands like an electric 
and lightning of the Griquas" (as they termed the shock. As morning light <lrew near, the inteusity 
musketry) drove them hack. of feeling increased a. hundred-fold. This was a 

As my presence was no longer required, either to season for the exercise of prayer, an<l faith in the 
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promises of our God. The name of Jehovah was 
to us a strong tower, for, on looking hack to that as 
well as to similar perio<ls, we have often wondered 
that our fears we1·e not greater than they wer<'. 
Happily the dawning moru dispelled them. 

As great uncertainty existed as to when the 
Griquas mi1d1t rl'turu, it appeared proper that our 
wives and children should set off with two wairons 
towarJs Griqua Town, and remain there till affairs 
were a little settled; this they did the following 
clay, and in the evening l\lessrs. H. and i\1. returned, 
totally ignorant that dtlnger was so near. They 
had not reached the spot where the battle was 
fought, having seen footmarks of many men who 
had app.wently passed there that morninir, which 
dekrrcd them from proceeding further. They ran 
many risks in venturing both by night and day to 
places wh('.re they saw strangers, who might have 
been arml'd men, but who proved to be women, 
some of whom had found their way to a considerable 
distance south of Lithako. They found some literally 
feasting on the <lead bodic•s of their companions. 
One night they crept within thirty yards of several 
_groups of won1r_•11; bnt the poss:hility of men being 
there obliged them to return. They succe~ded, 
howc,·er, in collecting about thirty women and 
children, whom they brought to the Kuruman, 
"'hi le we were yet conwrsiug, I received a letter 
from "'atl·rhocr, iufonning us that it was impos­
sible for him to come to our assistance, having 
himself r,•cpivcd intelligence that an immense hody 
of ;\lantatees was coming down the Yellow and 
l\Tud !livers towards Griqna Town; and that as 
some of the Griquas on the river had alrcndy takeu 
!light, he was under the necessity of returning 
honll', and advised us to lose no time in repairing 
thither, as the only place of safety. 

\\'hen we communicated our intention to the 
natives, they dcl'ply regretted our leaving them; 
and l\lothibi and several of his chil'fs, with many 
women, came to express their concern, though they 
thought the step a reasonable one. 

Our families having proceeded the ,lay before, 
and the p<'ople being nusettled, and scattered, and 
their most valuable property secreted, they were 
ready to flee at a moment's warning. It was, there­
fore, with the foll conscut of the chiefs that we 
left, although now it app~arcd we were fleeing into 
danger instead of from it, reports havin~ arrived 
that the :\la11tatecs had fled cntircly, while at the 
same time it was n1monred that a horde was coming 
down the \'aal ltivcr towards Griqua Town. l\lr. 
;\lelvill and I proceeded on horseback, leaving l\lr. 
Hamilton to follow with the l\lantatce women and 
childreu. 

\\'hen l\lr. Hamilton arrive<l at Tlosc Fountain, 
two days' journcy south ofonr station on the Kurn­
m:111, a circumstance occurred which may be noticed, 
w,•rc it only to show what lrnman beings are in 
certain situations. Halting at the above place in 
the evening, a dead horse was found that had be­
longed to one of the Griqnas, and which had been 
killc<l by the bite of a snpent. Next morning the 
women foll on the swollen and half putrid carcase, 
and b,•gan, likl• so many wolves. to tear it limb 
from limb, c,·ery one securing as much as she could 
for herself. ;\Jr. Hamilton, who looked on with 
utter amazement, advised them to amid the part 

,,here the animal had been bitten. To his friendly 
warning they paid no attention whatever; in the 
space of abont an hour a total <lissection was effected, 
all(\ every particle of skin, meat, bone, the entrails, 
and their contents, were carried off. Mr. H. was 
obliged to remain the whole day, finding it ah~o­
lutcly impossible to induce them to leave the spot 
till every particle was devoured, and iu the evening 
they actually danced and sang with joy! This will 
appear the more astonishing, as the women were 
allowed a regular supply of rations; but ,fhen 
people ha,·e fasted fo1· a year they require quan­
tities nf food, which, if mentioned, ,vonld appear 
incredible, and a long perio<l elapses before the 
stomach r<'gains its wonted tone. It would onlv 
excite disgust were the writer to describe sights of 
this kind which he has been compelled to witness. 
On l\Ir. H.'s arrival at Griqua Town, we had the 
mortification to hear that the Bechnanas had actu­
ally dug np and stolen many of the articles we had 
buried, in the prospect of onr beinp: driven away by 
the l\Iantatecs, and that our houses had been broken 
into and ransacked, notwithstanding i\Iothibi's en­
deavours to prevent what now appeared to him and 
his chiefs great ingratitude. Ile gave orders to the 
man we left behin<l to take care to shoot the first 
depredator; bnt we folt comfortable, fully assured 
that he would do no such thing. 

In the preceding sketch I have glanced but very 
hricfly at the ,·aried scenes connected with the 
mournful picture of that clay. It would have been 
an easy matter to give more facts; but my min,l 
still shrinks from further details of ft'ats of savage 
barbarity and lion-like f~rocity which I wituesscd 
among the i\lantatee warriors. No less furious and 
revengeful was the spirit manifested by the Batlapi 
and other tribes, who, though the most accomplished 
cowards, compared with the invaders, showed that 
they were, if less inured to war, still as crncl as 
those who for years l1ad been imbruing their liauds 
in the hlood of thousands. The wounded enemy 
they haitcd with their stones, clnbs. and spears, 
accompanied with yelling,, and countenances iudi­
cative of fiendish joy. The hapless women found 
no quarter, especially if they pos,essed anything 
like ornaments to tempt the cupidity of their plun­
derers. A fc>w copper rings round the neck, from 
which it was difficult to take them, was the signal 
for the already uplifted battle axe to sever the head 
from the trunk, or the arm from the body, when 
the plunderer would grasp with a smile his blecd­
i ng trophies. Others, in order to be able to return 
home with the triumph of victors, would pursue the 
screaming boy or _girl, and not satisfied with sever­
ing a limb from the human frame, would exhibit 
their contempt for the victims of their ernel revenge, 
by seizing the head, and hurling it from them, or 
kicking it to a distance. 

The women evinced the most entire indilfcrenee 
to the objects of terror by which they were sur­
rounded; but still mothers clung to their infants, 
whose piteous cries were sufficient to melt a heart 
of stone. With all their conquests, an<l the many 
thousands of cattl~ which they must have captured, 
they were dying from hunger. Their march for 
hundreds of miles might have been traced by human 
hones. Not having seen horsemen before, they 
imagined horse and rider constituted only one 
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' animal; but this, as we afterwards heard, did not 
intimidate them, for thl'ir detenniuation was fixt•d 
011 attacking the colony, having hear<l that there 
were immense flocks of sheep there. Ha<l they 
rncc~c,led in reaching the Orange !liver, or the 
liorders of the colony, where they woul<l, most pro­
Lahly, have been <lefi,ated, the <lcstrnction of human 
life wonl<l han• been even more <lrea<lfnl, as they 
must have perishe<l from want, when retreating 
through exasperate<l thousands of the tribes they 
ha,! vanqnishe,1, towar<ls their own country. Some 
of the Bechuauas were so sensible of this, that they 
secretly wishe<l that it might be so, in order that they 
might satiate their vengeance on a conquered foe. 

T::ki11g a review of these melancholy scenes, we 
canuot help startling at the dreadful ellects of sin. 
"'hat a train of miseries mark the chequered scenes 
of man's short life; an<l how peculiarly appalling 
is the state of <legra<lation to which that part of 
mankind is reduced who inhabit the interior of 
Africa! Imagining that annihilation is the com­
mon lot of man, the world is their god; to acquire 
the few fleeting nn<l sensual enjoyments it alfor<ls, 
they will endure any hardship, break through any 
tie, and, with brutal enthusiasm, tear the yet palpi­
tating heart from the breast of their fallen enemy. 
Surely these !acts arc calculated to draw forth our 
compassion towards them. ,vhat a call for mis­
sionary exertions! for nothing but the word of in­
spiration can lead them from " these doleful shades 
of h,·athcuish gloom." 

It may not he inappropriate here to iutro<luce the 
following reflections from tl1e pens of other writers, 
who ha<l an opportunity of perusing the whole of 
the author's journals relative to this affair. After 
making some extracts from my commnnications to 
the Directors, the editor of the ?tlissionary Trans-
actions writes:- ' 

" We cannot dismiss the above appalling details 
without making one or two observations. lu the 
first place, the dreadful exhibition they present of 
the f~rocions cruelty au<l L:u,e degradation to which 
the human race may be rcdu,•ed, when destitute of 
the ad vant:\~< s of Christianity and civilization, 
affords a pm;crful argument for the prosecution of 
missionary m1dcrt,1kiugs, imlepcrnlently of all con· 
siderations relating to a future state. Onr second 
ohsen·ation is, that Christian missionaries are often 
instrnmeutal in conlerring important incidental 
heuefits on the countries and vicinities where they 
labour. In the present cas<', :\ missionary was the 
person who ascertained the approach of the iuva<ling 
tril,cs in time to procure help from Griqua Town; 
an<l it was at his call that the Griquas gave their 
assistance, Had it been merely a message from a 
Bechuaua chief; it is <lonbtt'nl whether the Griquas 
wonl<l have mo,·e<l until the enemy had approached 
their own borders. Again, had not the Griqnas 
been previously brought into a compamtivcly 
ci vilize<l state by the influence of the missionaries 
who have resided among them, they would not have 
hecn in a con<lition to have resisted the enemy. 
This resistance was effectual, and appears, under 

1 
Provi<lence, to have saved the town of New Lithako 

, from the fate of Kurreechane, and the Bechuanas 
who inhabit it, whom, as we have seen, the invaders 
regarded as <lust under their feet, from destruction. 
:-;or is it at all improbable that the colony is itself 

indebted, nuder Providence, to the same causes for 
the prevention of :m exte11:--ive predatory inroaU on 
its tcJTitory by the invading tribes." 

On the same snhject, the Hev. Dr. Philip, in a 
letter to lllr. Carnphcll, writes:-

" In reading over l\Ir. :llott,1t's journal, we cannot 
help noticing ,vith gratitude the hand of God in all 
the circumstances connected with the de]i,·erance 
of our missionary friends an<l the people of Lithako. 
Ila<l ?,I r. Ill. not un<lcrtaken the jom·nvy he proposed, 
he might ha\'e remained ignorant of the approach 
of the enem)·; or had he gone forward on his 
journey without hcariug of them, as he might have 
done in that country, Lithako mnst have fallen, aml 
he himself; and the mission families, might have 
been iin·olved iu the same dl'strnction ; and J1ad he 
been spared to return from his visit to :llakaba, oue 
cannot contemplate him, even iu imagination, stand­
ing 011 the ruins of Litl,ako, an<l treading on the 
ashes of his mnr<lere<l wife and children, without 
shuddering with horror! But the circnmstauccs 
which in<licate an invisible arm in the preservation 
of our friends <lo not stop here. Ila<l he tlelaye,1 
his journey, or had he <lcli>rre<l calling in the 
(iriquas, whatever escape might have been provide,! 
for him and our other missionary friends, !11othihi 
and his people would have been ruine<l. The influ­
euce of the missionarits upon them would in all pro­
bability have been lost, an<l theircircnmstancesmight 
have been rendered so desperate as to prcclu<le all 
hope of heing of auy service to them in future." 

In taking leave of these appalling rccit.tls, it only 
remains to he 11oticcd that the Mautatees, alter 
finally leaving the country, separated into two divi­
sions. The one proceede<l eastward, towards the 
Ilakone country; while the other proceeded to that 
of the Basnto, from the eastern parts of which they 
had emigrated, or rather been dri\'en by the destruc­
tive inroads of the Zooln, l\fatahcle, and other 
tribes. Like many other pastoral people, when 
robbed of their cattle, they have nothing left; and 
thus must either perish or rob others ; aud from 
heiug wild men, they become more like wild beasts. 
Oppression aud huuger make a wise man ma<l in 
any country; and when we follow the ~Ian ta tees in 
their long campaign of active warfare and blood­
shed, we cease to won<lcr that habit rendered them 
fierce an<l fearless as the beasts of prey, among 
which they roamed. It is a deeply interesting fact, 
that a missionary is now labouring with success 
among the latter, conquering tJ1em with far other 
weapons than tho,,e which were found necessary to 
arrest their <levastating ea reer at Old Lithako, 

CIIAPTEit xxnr. 
Removal of the station proposed-0Ljection3 to the plan­

The Author visits Cape Town-Surprise of th~ llcchuan~ 
chicfs-::\lission:uics arriYe-Hcturn to the station-Journev 
to the llauang-ketsi-\\'ander in the desert-The countrY 
and game-Natural wells-A SaLbath in the v·ildernc~ 
Ignomnce of the nativcs-1\lanner of catching game-Inci 4 

d'c!nt,; at a pocil-Great sufferings from thirst-A scene at the 
water-Arrive at the B:u-olongs-Children offered for sale­
Proceed to the lfauangkc~i-Cattlc seized-The party met 
by a son of :Makaba-The rain-maker's end-Reception at 
Kn:,kue. 

THE events recorded in the preceding chapter were 
H 
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of so peculiar a character, am! tht' circumstances 
mu.ler which they took place so remarkable, that 
we were naturally le<l to anticipate a favourable 
ch:lll!!C in the prospects of the mission. We ha<l 
l,cen but a short time at Gri'lua Town, when all 
reports of further innsion from the interior <lied 
away, the enemy having taken another routt'; an<l 
we accordingly retracetl our steps to a spot, now in 
some meas11rc endeared to us. The people in gene­
ral appeared to feel <leeply sensible of the linly 
intt'rcst which the missionaries had taken in their 
welfare, especially as they coul<l not help seeing 
that it was not without much sulforiug and ,k•pri­
vation of comfort on om· part. They could not but 
wonder that we remaine<l in the countrv, when we 
might have escape<l to the colony wiih compara­
tively little Joss of property ; and they did not 
hesitnte to say this to onrsclves, with eYident admi­
ration of our con<l11ct. We had long <leplorcd the 
nnsnitablc character of the spot on which we lived 
for a missionary station; and owing to the sncc,•s­
sion of <lry seasons. there was every prospect, from 
the diminntion of the fountain, of its becoming still 
more trying. 

All the bnililings which had hitherto been raise,\ 
were hut tcmp<irary; and the prospect of being 1..ft 
on a san<ly plain without eYen <lrinking wat,•r, not 
only prevented onr ,•recting comt,irtable almues, 
but <letermine<l us to embrace what appeared a 
fa\'onrable juncture for recommending a n•moYal 
to a situation more eligihlc. A place, ,•ip;ht mil,•s 
distant, a1,d about three miles below the Kummau 
fountain, was cxmniued, and appean•u, from the 
locality, its proximity to the source of the river, 
from which a Yery large supply of water issm•d, to 
be a better spot fnr a missionary station than any 
other for hundreds of miles round. "'hen this 
situation was first proposed to the chiels it was rc­
j,•cku, owing to the ,listance from trees and bnshes, 
of which to make their houses an<l fences. In a 
former chapter, the disposition and habit~ of the 
people in this respect haw b,·,•n ,·xplained. The 
country around where we now lived had in its tnrn 
beeu <lennded, and it was in ,·ain that we trie,I to 
com·ince them that th,•y could not expect every 
a,h·antage in one localit~·- \Ye found it ofno avail 
to point out to them the m:nrner in which som,· of 
the interior tribes built their fonces and folds with 
stone, and of which they had numerous exampl,•s 
before their ews at Old Lithako, in th,• ruins of 
many cattle-foids, an<l fences on the hills.* Hathcr 
than gather or quarry stones to raise a substantial 
fence, a man would take a forked stick, a thong, 
and his axe, and occupy nearly a whole day in 
brinp;ing froru a <listauce a bundle of the hook-thorn 
(acacia) to fill up a gap in his cattle or sheep fohl. 
Mothibi told us we might go and s,.·ttle at Se11ri (the 
islaud), the native name for the place, an isbn<l, 

"' From these ft•nces or walls, wlLirl1, howevf'r, t'xhihit 
notlling likt~ what i.; urnler.;tood hy ma.-.;onry, hut only stone 
dyke<;, the plur.e derivt>s its nam<', Loral10, a \\aH (nf 1\pfenr.t•), 
Lith~l..o (wall.;). They iut• suppo~ell to haH~ bt·Pn built in tli~ 
days of Tlou, the g-rt>atc-;t of ttw H.1rolon~ kin~s, who,;;e power 
extl•n•lecl from tht> Balrnrut:,ian mountains to lhl' llamhana 
l1ill~, a cli.-,tauc:e- of two hunilrccl milt's. Tite lhtlapis werP 
then an in,i~nilicant trihc, which ros;p to renown nncl inllu­
l:Oct>, aml thrt>w olf tlw \'Oke of one of till' sons of Tlou, whose 
kin:,:1l 1 )m h:1.,l lwen cli,:i<ktl amon:.! his sons: anrl, owin~ lo 
tlwir \\.lr.i and cnntentions forsl1premacy, tl1e Ihrolon:; uation 
<l\\Jnrlle,l to a lrilie TIO\\ ~cattcn•d 111 various scrt1on~. , __ 

being in the mid die of au extensive valley of reeds, 
covered with water, because we shonl<l be a protec­
tion to his cattle from the llushmen, who we1·c 
trouhlesome in that 'lllarll'r. 

As I had contemplate<l a journey to Cape Towi:, 
in orJer to obtain supplies, as well as on account of 
:'llrs. M.'s health, which had suffered considerably, 
:'llr. llamilton and I were anxious to settle the suh­
jtct of remornl with the natiYes before I went, that 
the necessary preparations for so important a m,•a­
sure mij!ht be made while at Cape Town. At our 
rcqncst lllothihi, two or three of his chiefs. with 
Peclu, his son and heir-apparent, accompaui~d us to • 
the spot. After examination, it was agree<l that 
abont two miles of the valley, from the f(,r<l down­
ward, shoul<l henceforth be the property of the 
Lon<lon lllissionary Socieiy, and that for the same 
a remuneration shoul<l be given on my rl"turn from 
Cnpe Town. llavinp; compI,,teJ these arrange­
ments, I proceede<l thi1her with my fandy in 
Octol,er, 1813, leaving '.\Ir. Hamilton alone on the 
station. As '.\lothibi was anxious that his son 
shou!J see the country of the white people, he sent 
him with us, and appointed Taisho. one of the prin­
cipal chiefs, to accompany him. The kind :·eception 
tht>y met with from his Excellency the Governor, 
and the fri,•nds in Cape Town, arnl the sights they 
saw, produced strange emotions in their min<ls. 
They were delighted with everything they beheld, 
an<l w,•re in raptures when thcv met again their old 
friend, George Thompson, Esq., who showed them 
no little kindn,•ss. It was with sorne difficulty that 
they W<·re preYa iled upon to go on board one of t Ill' 
ships in the hay; nor woul<l they enter th<' !,oat 
till I had prece,kd them. They were perfectly 
a.stoun<led, when hoisted on <leek, with the enormous 
size of the hull, an<l the height of the masts; an<l 
when they saw a hoy mount the rigging, and ascen<l 
to the very mast-hea,1, they were spe,•chless with 
amazement. Taisho whispere<l to the yo!lng prince, 
" Ah ga si khatla ?" Is it not an ape? When 
they ent,•r~d the spkndid cabin, and looked into 
the <leep hold, tlll'y could scarcely he conYinced 
that the Yessel was not resting on the bottom of the 
ocean. " Do these water-hous,•s (ships) unyoke 
like wagon-oxen every night?" they iu'luired. 
'' Do they graze in the sea to keep them aliYe ?" 
A ship in full sail approaching the roads, they wer,• 
asked what they thought of that. "\Ye have no 
thoughts here; we hope to think a!?ain when we 
get to the shore," was their reply. They wonl<l go 
anywhere with me or :\lr. Thompson, for whom 
tlll'y enll'rtainc·d a kin<lly feeling, but they wonl<l 
trust no om• else. 

On :he very <lny we reached Cape Town the 
:\'epos aniHd, bringing ?11,•ssrs. J:olison, Edwards, 
and llughes. three additional lahonrc•rs for our 
mission . ..., This was a highly interesting sern;on to 
us. who lm<l so lately been greatly trie<l and per­
plexed. 

We were also encouraged to hope that the ,·isit 
of the young prince and Taisho wou!J produce a 
salutary impression on their countrymen on their 
rl'lurn. arnl at k•ast convince them that the mis­
sionaries had fri,•n<ls, ai:d were not obliged to live 
a life of self-denial among the Bechuanas because 
th,·y w,•re not allowed to dwell l'lsewhen•. l\Ir. 
Hohrnu, who Legau very early to fed the effects et 
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a warm climate, was, after taking 1nedical advice, 
inducl!<l to remain, at least for a season, at one of 
onr colonial st:1tions, and accorcliugly went to 
Bethelsdorp, where he laboured for some time, ancl 
has since been most successfully engaged as a mis­
sionary at Port Elizabeth. lllr. Edwarcls was clc­
tc,ine,I for the purpose of improving the temporal 
a!fairs, am\ superiuteucliug the erection of new 
huiltliugs at some of our colonial stations. 

With !llrs. ;\[.'s health somewhat improved, we 
left Cape Town, accompaniecl by 111 r. and I\Irs. 
lluo-hes, rtnd, after enduring for two months the 
tedium and monotony of an African journey, we 
reached the station in :lfay, 1824, having left onr 
companions to remain for a season at Griqna Town, 
Mrs.11.'s situation rcnclering it improper for her to 
travel. Our return, which hacl been expectecl with 
mueh interest, aucl some anxiety, by the parents of 
the young prince, was hailed wi_th all the g~otcsque 
expre,;sions of extravagant clehght. Durmg onr 
absence i\lr. Hamilton had continued his quiet and 
apparently fruitless labours, but with the consola­
tion that thi. natil'eS Imel 1.Jcen much kincler than 
they were wont to be. Soon after onr departure he 
hacl sufferecl the loss of his tlwelliug-honse by fire, 
when almost all that was valuable to him was de­
stroyed, as well as many of the Society's tools. 
The visit to the Cape appearccl to gh-e great satis­
faction to all parties. The original engagement 
for the land on which to establish our new station 
was ratifictl. The spot on which the first houses 
ever built there were to stancl was survcyecl, ancl 
the course of the water-ditch, or canal, market.I out. 
As we hacl been led to expect labourers from the 
colony to assist in carrying on the public work, the 
preliminaries only of removal could be attentlc,l to; 
and as l\lr. Hughes was to join the mission after a 
time, it was judged proper that l should in the in­
terim fulfil my promise to Makaha, king of the 
Bauangketsi, for which we hat.I heard that lie was 
very anxious, having been informetl of my former 
attempt to do so. 

I left on the 1st of July, accompanied by some 
Griquas, who were going part of the way with a 
view to hunt elephants. After travelling three 
days, over a comparatively sanely plain, stnd,led 
with clumps of acacias, we reached the :llashaua. 
or Old Lithako river, where we obtained water, by 
di"gino- in its bet.I. Here we were joined hy another 
pa~ty, 

0

nnclcr the chief llerencl Bet·cn<l .. Leaving 
this spot, where the draught oxen, whtc-h were 
nnmerons. obtainccl a very scanty supply of water, 
we proceecled in a northerly direction, over another 
sanely plain, on which large acacia-trees were thinly 
scatterecl. At sunset our Uechnana gnicles, accord­
ing to custom, haltecl for the night; but as the 
water was clistant, our party was anx ions to proccccl 
in the cool of the night, for the sake uf the oxen. 
Our guides assured ns that we should lose our way; 
but the majority was resolved to follow what ap­
pearctl to be the direct course, for road there was 
none. "'bile the owners of the long string of 
wan-ons were proceccling, trusting to the first team, 
they, as is very common, laicl themselves down on 
their stretchers, ancl skpt. The wagon-clrivers also 
beiran to get very tlnrn:sy; au<l after some hours' 
riding, l coul,l plainly chscover from the stars that 
we were diverging to the left, ancl gave infol'mation 

to the leading wagon-drivers, hut was assured they 
were right, while I was equally sure they were 
wrong. About two o'clock A.lI. we halted. The 
principal in<livitluals of the party having dozetl a 
little, arnsc ancl surroundecl the kinclle<l fires, which 
were now acceptable, though the clay had been ex­
ceedingly hot. While pl'eparing a cup of cotfo,_•, I 
took out my compass, to assure the party that for 
more than two hours we hacl been trawlling to­
wards the :llashaua, from whence we hacl come. 
The more sagacious looked for some time at the 
little instrument, and then, looking around and 
upwards to the stars, pronounced it to be an im­
postol'. Others remarked, that it might know the 
right way in its own country, bnt how was it to 
fincl it ont there? While eating a morsel of food, 
for which we hacl an uncommou l'clish, the wauing 
moon began to diffuse a pale lustre ou the eastern 
horizon. " What a fire!" said one. " It is the 
moon," I replied. All starting to their feet, ex­
claimed, " The moon cannot rise on that side of 
the worlcl ;" and Antonie, a venerable olcl man, who 
had been once a slave, said, very respectfully, "Sir, 
your head has turnecl; the moon never rose in the 
west in my life, ancl I am an olcl man.'' "It is the 
moon," I again said; bnt no ouc believed me, and 
we resumed our repast. Presently the moon's horn 
was secu above the horizon, when all rose an-ain, 
some saying, " "'hat is that?" I had no fu~thcr 
need to argue the p~int. Antonie, in grave amaze­
ment, exclaimed, "The moon has for once risen on 
the wrong side of the worlcl !" Soon after the sun's 
rays threw a<lclitional light on their bewildered 
imaginations, and sbowecl lo all that, for half the 
night, we hatl been travelling towarcls the station 
of the former day, instead of from it. But, what 
was still worse, it was discoverecl that nearly all 
our draught oxen hacl left us, ant.I returnecl to the 
water we had quitted. Horses were despatchecl to 
bring them back, ancl in the evening they all re• 
tnrnecl, were immediately inyoked, and at a late 
honr we reached water, whel'c we found some of 
our guiclcs, who laughetl most heartily at our se]f. 
conceit about seeing in the <lark. llere we halted 
for a couple of days to refresh our oxen, while our 
hunters brought us in plenty of the tlcsh of the 
rhinoceros aml bntlhlo. \Ve then pmccetled over a 
country of lime-stone, covered with the hook-thorn 
acacia, and halted again at Kongke, where we spent 
the sabbath, on which we restccl,-accor<ling to a 
previous agreement with the Griquas, that there 
should he neither hunting not· travelling on that 
clay,-ancl enjoyed the usual services. Here also I 
had an opportnnity of a<lclressing the natives, who 
congregated arouncl us, in a country which ap• 
peared at first to be without an inhal,itant. A 
party of llechuanas, who hacl accompaniecl us thus 
far, now proceeded north-west, towards the Kala• 
gare, and we journeyed towards the cast. 

The country became rather more interesting, 
being interspersed by hills of lime-stone, covered 
with trees and shrubs, with an ahunclance of game, 
some of which must travel at least twenty miles to 
obtain water. I found, however, that many of the 
antelope kincl could remain two <lays without water, 
"hile rhinoceroses and quaggas were in the habit 
of frequenting it claily, Some of the company 
killecl two elephants during the <lay, and we were 
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compelled to bivouac in a pluin without water, as ' \'isit at most once a day. As they ncwr wash 
it ,ms dangerous to proceed, owing to the number I themselves, little of that precious beverage se1·,·cs • 
of lions, whose roar we heard in the distance. Next I tlieir Yessels consist of sacks made from skins, alst; 
day we proceeded in a more northerly direction I the entrails au<l paunches of animals. They use 
over an undulating country, coYered with a con- also ostrich ef!{!S for the same purpose, eorl,~d with 
siderahle quantity of timber, hut of the poorest l grass, and of which a woman can carry thirty. 
quality. We halted at two natural wells of rather I Here we spent a quiet, and, 1 believed, a prnfit­
an cxtr:rnrdinary description, an iron schist forma- ahle sabhath. There were members of the church 
tion, about one hundred yards from (•ach other. at Griqua Town in our party, who often proved 
One is about sixteen feet deep, with four feet of inl<'rcsting sociL•ty in a desert. I conwrsc<l .ome 
watl'r: they arc both nearly perpt'tHlicular, and time with the poor ignorant Sauncys; they appear,·d 
about two feet and a half in diameter. The hill in lh·ely and interesting, especially wh,•n they had 
which the)· are is composed of a conglomerate mass eaten plenty of meat, of which tl1ere was, on that 
of iron schist; and near the month, as well as in occasion, no lack. I made many inquiries to <lis­
thc sides of these holes, arc app~aranccs as if the cowr if they ha<l any sense of moral evil; it was 
whole had once been in a state of fusion, and that with gTeat ,lifficulty I could COI1"ey to their under­
these were the apertures of some internal fires, bnt standing "hat I meant to say. They assured me 
nothing like laYa appears in the neighbourhood. again and again that they could not comprehend 
From the ol<ler natin-s. who have resided near that there was evil in anything they could do. The 
these wells all their lives, I learned that they were term l,c,/,.o (sin) did not convey to them the same 
once mnch det•per. The water was excellent, and meaning it does to us; they applied it to a weapon, 
t.> obtain sntlicicnt for oursehcs and horses we or anything else which they thought was not made 
fastened a vessel to the end of a rope; the oxen we as they wished. Thus, what we should call an im­
seut to a water at a distance, called Klmari. Two perfect knife or arrow, they would call a sinful 
elephants were shot; this was glorious news for the arrow. But of a sense o:· sin arising from responsi­
poor Bechuanas, or Sa1111ey.s, who instantly resorted bility they had no conception; they did not even 
to the carcasses, and with their wretched kuives seem to think that the conduct of those who tyran­
an<l spears soon dissected the ponderous animals. nized over them was wicked, but merely that it 
Mis~rablc, indeed, is the condition of these poor had fallen to their lot to he so treated, or was a 
people, to whom reference has already been made thing that happe1wd, like a lion killing a man. 
in the first chapter, where the reader will sec a When 1 directed their thoughts to a great Being in 
pal'allel is drawn between them and the Bushmen, the hea,·cns, some looked up with a vacant stare, as 
who have decidedly the advantage. The latter arc if they expected to see something appear. When I 
indepeudent, and can give or withhold their services asked, "'ho made all things? they were only snr­
to the neighbouring tribes at pleasure. Their suf- prised that 1 should ask· sue!, a question. They 
ferings, beyond the common lot of homeless tribes, wondel'ed at our singing hymus, which "these val­
arise from their stealing of cattle, which renders leys and rocks new·r heard,'' and inquired if they 
them obnoxious to their richer neighbours. A II were war-songs. lily books puzzled them; they 
that they procure in th~ chase, evea the daintiest of asked if they were my "Ilola," prognosticatiug <lice. 
the game, is their own. Kot so with the poor Be- Hapless being,;, they drag out a miserable exist­
chuanas. If any of the people from the towns fall cnce ! The principal part of the game they obtain 
in with them, they arc in the most peremptory is caught in pitfalls. 1 have seen some of these 
manner ordered to perform every service, however holes sixteen feet deep, where even the tall girafl;. 
galling. Of this I had frequent opportnnities of and ponderous rhinoceros are entrapped. Some of 
convincing myself during the present journey. them are formed like a fnnnel, others are an ohlong 
They are generally spoken of in the same manner square, with sharp stakes faskned in the bottom; 
as pack-oxen or beasL~ of burden, being employed the earth taken out is generally scattered, and the 
for that purpose. "'hile we were here a Jllochuana opeuing covered over with sticks aud grass. These 
met some of these people carrying meat which they pits are often dangerous to travellers and hunters, 
had procured at a great distance, and were taking and lives arc not unfn·quently lost, as they are 
to their families, when he ordered them to take generally fornll'd in the footpaths of the game. 
every ounce of it to his own abode. If the wounded The landscape was somewhat pleasing to the eye; 
game happen to fall at a place remote from water, many clumps of trees were scattered aronnd, and ou 
these people are collected, especially the females, the plain to the north, between us and the Jllolapo 
and compelled to carry the meat perhaps a distance riYcr, appeared a forest, but the timber, chiefly 
of thirty miles; and to prevent th<'ir elopement, acacia. was of small dimensions. On the distant 
when their services are require,) the following day, horiwn, hills in the Banangketsi conntrywcre seen, 
they are sometimes hedged into a fold made of apparently covered with timber, indicating a more 
hook-thorn bushes, precisely like so many sheep, fertile region. Lions ahonnde<l in this 1wighbonr­
aud there they must pass the night. l\lany of the hood, but they di<l not disturb us, excepting by an 
poor women came to the water, particularly when occasional roar. Some of the horsemen having 
they found there was a stranger there "·ho took l'isitcd the lllolapo, and fonnd the bed of it dry, it 
their part. The Bechuanas, who were travelling was necessary to alter our course. One eve11ing, we 
with us to the llarolongs, did not ohject to my in- came to a pool of rain-water, which was surrouuded 
terferencc on their behalf, and only Ianghnl at my by fires, in order to prevent the game from approach­
foolishness in making such "lincha," dogs, the ing. This was to us a most providential supply, 
objects of my sympathy. They, like the natives in as there was no water for two days after leaving 
general, live at a distauce from water, which they this. The few natives who ,·isitcd us, finding that 
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we were very friemlly, brought the whole Yillagc 
to our cncampment; and a.s we had plenty of meat, 
they were, to their no small snrpris,•, liherally sup­
plied and rewarded for allowing our cattle to drink 
at their guarded pool. The soup in which our meat 
was cooked, am] which contained an ample share of 
mud, was swallowed with avidity; a dozeu would 
surround a pot, and having no spoons, and not al­
lowing time for the soup to cool, they used the right 
hand to take out a little, threw it quickly into the 
hollow of the left, thence into the mouth, and after­
wanls licked hoth that nothing might be lost. The 
following day, we tra,·cllcd over a dry and sandy 
plaiu, and halted without water. Early uext day 
we resumed our journey, and it was distressing to 
see the sufferings of the poor cattle from thirst, nm­
ning into the shadow of a tL·ee or hush, from which 
it was dillicnlt to rcmoYe them. \Ye at last de­
scended into the bed of the l\lolapo, hot it was as 
dry as the neighbouring plains. We proceeded 
eastward along the bed of the river, but could not 
meet with an individual to give us information as 
to where we might find water. The valley becom­
ing rocky, we were compelled to lead out our wagons 
to the open country. We had scarcely done this, 
when two lions passed along the spot we had left, 
roaring furiously. After some miles' jogging over 
a rongh hnshy country, we descemlcd again into 
the river's bed, where it was discovered the reeds 
were on fire. Nearly the whole party ran, expect­
ing water, but found none. l\lcn and cattle being 
woru out, we baited for the night, every one feeling 
as if this night was to be his last. Two very hot 
days' travelling over a dusty plain, with a dry and 
parching wind, had reduced miml ant.I bot.ly to a 
state of µ;real exhaustion. A c.an1p of eleven wagons, 
upwards of one hundred ancl fifty oxen, and nearly 
a hw1dred human beings, generally make a tcrri b!e 
uproar, especially when there is plenty of meat; 
ours was silent as the desert around, interrupted 
only by an occasional groan from the wearied, worn­
out cattle. 

Thirst aroused us at an early hour, and examin­
ing the footmarks, we fonn<l that the horsemen who 
had left us on the previous day in scarch of water, 
had passed eastward. Before we had proceeded far, 
a butlalo was discovered in a thicket of reeds. The 
men, seizing their guns, fired upon him. hut as he 
concealed himself in the middle of the ree,ls, it was 
difficult to reach him. I entreated the men to de­
sist, as from the character of the buffalo when 
wounded an accident appeared to be inevitable; 
however, they persiste,l, sayiug, •' If we cannot get 
water, we must have raw tlcsh." In order to dis­
lodge the auimal, they set fire to the reeds, when 
the enraged butfalo rushed out through th,_, fire and 
smoke, au<l though his gait seemed ns awkward an,I 
hcayy as that of a great pig, he instantly overtook 
OllC of the meu, who escaped with 1nercly beillg 
thrown down, slightly wouu<lcd, anc.l ha\'ing his 
jacket tor:1 open. llatl not the clogs at the same 
mom,•nt seized the animal from lwhin<l, the man 
would h:n-c heen killed o:i the spot. The butfalo 
re111r11ed to the flaming reeds, from which he woultl 
11ot move, hut was shot after his skin was literally 
roasted in the fire. About noon we came unex­
pectedly to the sfn,am, into which men, oxcu, horses, 
au<l ,beep rushed promiscuously, pre,enting a sceue 

of the most ludicrous dcscriptiou. One man is 
pushed 1lown by an ox, pleased with th~ n·fre,hing 
coolness of the water; another, in his haste, turn hies 
head foremost over the bank, followed by a ~hccp or 
a goat. One crawls between the legs of oxen, ano­
ther tries to force himself in between their bodies. 
One shouts that a horse is trampling upon him, and 
another that he is fa,t in the mud. But while all 
this was goiug on there was no disposition for merri­
ment, till every one was satiated and withdrew from 
the water; wben wet, muddy-looking spectacles 
presented themselves, which would haYe caused 
eveu gravity itself to laugh. While the meat was 
preparing over the fire, a quaff of the tobacco-pipe 
unloosed every tongue, aud made all elo11uenton the 
hardships of the pa,t. Correctly to conceive of such 
a scene it is necessary to have witnessed it. Here 
we refreshed oursel vcs with a day's rest, aud on the 
following arrived at l'itsan, the principal town of 
the Barolong tribe, who lived formerly, when visited 
by .Mr. Ca111phcll, at Kunuana or .Mosheu, three 
days' journey to the south. 

Tanane, the highest chief, made his appearance, 
amidst a noisy multitude; he saluted us in the Eng­
lish manner, by giving the right hand, saying, as 
well as he could prououncc it, "Good morniug," 
l\lany were the good momings they wished us, 
though the sun )13,J long set. On the following day 
the principal men met us, with whom we conferred 
on the object ofmy journey, while the Griquas in­
formed them of their plan to shoot elephants in the 
neighbonrhood. Tanane, a weak, imbecile looking 
man, tried, :L, is usual among the African tribes, to 
dissuade me from attempting to visit so notorious a 
character, at the same time prophesying my destruc­
tion. This town, wh\ch co,·ered a !urge space, and 
included a numerous division of Bahurutsi, and 
another of the Bauangketsi, contaiued upwards of 
twenty thousand inhabitants, nil of whom had con­
gregated here after the attack of the lllantatees. 
During my absence at Cape Town, :llr. llamilton 
had visited them, to whom many listened ,vith great 
attention, and as it had rained very heavily duri11g 
his visit, he was viewed in the ,·ery imposing light 
uf a rain-makcr, they having rcqncsted him to pray 
for rain, which he did. They were not back ward 
in reminding me of this fact; hut on inquiring what 
he hacl taught them, I fonud their nll'mories were 
less tenacious. 

Anxious to make the hest use of the time, e"pe­
cially of the sahhath, I first held di,·irn, service iu 
the Dutch lauguage, fo1· the Griquas; but the 11oise 
of the mnltitnrlc which had eongn·fated, obliged 
us to desist. I then attempted at two <litlerent parts 
of the town to adtlress the pcop'c through au in­
tc-rpretcr, aud by the influence of ti,e chi,·fs outainc,l 
a heariu.,. I converse,] with the priucipal men 011 

the suhjl'l't ,,f a mi~sion~ry settling among them. 
Oue saiJ, ·' Yon must come a1!d make rain;'' anJ. 
au(lthcr, "You rnu:-·.t come :mtl prot 1.!(.'t us." Of 
cotp•~e I g-an_• thL'm to n1HlL•1-:-taml that the ohjPct of 
the n1issiouary was ncithl'r to make rain, nor to 
pi.'oll'ct r.hcw, and refL•1-rc1.l to our mission at tlie 

Kurnman, of which some had a perfect knowledge. 
i\lnltitndes, who appeared to have nothing to do, 
cro\\!lc,I armu,d us from morning till night. The 
tnwn was miller tlic govl'rnmt•ut of three chief:-;, 
Taua11c, Gontse, and luchc. The first was C{JI,-
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si<lere<l the most powerful, though Gontsc ha<l the 
greatest number of llarolongs un<ler his authority. 
The last was l1rothcr to Khosi, whom :llr. Campbell 
1lescrihes, lmt who, from his want of energy, was 
deposed. As in all othl'r towns. there were sections 
composed of the inhabitants of otlwr tribes, who 
collgregate und(,r chiefs of their own, all<l retain 
the munc aud peculiarities which distinguish their 
nations. Tims there was a considerahle suburb of 
llnuangketsi, under tl:e chief :lloromolo, who was 
a man of sound judgment an<l commanding mien. 
\Vooden howls, spoons, and ornaments in ahun<l­
ance, were brought to exthange ·for commodities 
which we possessed ; among others, two elderly 
men came an<l presented their children for sale; a 
sheep was expected for one, an<l a quantity of beads 
for the other. I cmbract•d the opportunity of point­
ing out to them, and to all present. how nnnatural 
such conduct was, an<l the direful c<msequences 
which must arise from such a course; that a sheep 
woul<l soon he calm, and a few ornaments could 
aYail little when compared with the assistance they 
might expect from their children; how useful they 
might become to the tl'ibc generally, and to thcm­
selws in particular, when arc an<l weakness woulil 
make them thankful to h3\'C a friend, a relative, 
an<l particularly a chil<l. They walke<l off, evi<lcutly 
<lisappointed, while those arouud, who were liste11i11g 
to what l said, professed their fullest couYiction of 
the horrors to which such a system, if conniYed at, 
woul<l lea<l. It is proper, at the same time, to re• 
mark, that slavery, in the geueral sense of the term, 
<loes not exist among the Bechuanas. The feu<lal 
system preYails among the tribes. There ai e two 
gra<les, tl,e rich, who are hereditary chiefs, ar,d the 
poor. The latter continue in the same cou<lition, 
an<l their lot is a comparath-ely easy kiu<l of Tas­
salage. Their lives are something like those of 
their <logs, hunger an<l i<lleucss, but they are the 
property of their respective chiefs, and their fore­
fathers haYe, from time immemorial, been at the 
mercy of their lords. There arc, however, few re­
straints lai(I upon them, as they often leaTe for a 
more comfortable situation at a <listance; but 
shoul<l they be brought into circumstances of 
<langer, they flee to their former masters for pro­
tection. 

Tauane was extremely reluctant that we should 
procee<l to the llauangketsi. He had intro<luccd to 
me one of l\lakaba's wives, who ha<l fled with her 
two sons, one of whom was aftcrwar<ls, like Ab­
salom, slain by the warriors of his father for treason. 
The mother of this enterprising character was a fine 
looking, matronly woman. After having satisfied 
myself ahout the propriety of prncee<ling, I resolw<l 
on leavini;r with my small party, expecting that the 
hunters would take another course, as they lrnd their 
fears, that what every body sai<l about l\Iakaba 
must be true. llowcvcr, all inyoke<l their oxen at 
the same time, au<l the caYalca<le began to move 
towar<ls the Bauangkctsi country. We halte<l at 
night near a large pool, with the pleasing prospect 
of spcudiug a tranquil sabbath, for we supposed we 
were still a great way from the Bauangkctsi cattle 
out-posts. Having travellc<l far, our oxen being 
unusually fatigue<l, they were left unf!uarded, or 
not made fast with thongs to the wagons, which is 
frequently <lone in a strange country, an<l where 

lions abound. Afrer our usnal eYening service, we 
all retired, every one in goo<l spirits, having some­
what recovere<l from the frightful Barolong stories, 
about the great man to whom we were going, and 
whose heer we were tol<l we slwul<l have to <lrink 
out of human skulls. In the morning it was dis­
coYerc<l that nearly fifty of our oxen had straye<l 
during the night; we met for service in the fore­
noon, expecting that the men who were sent iu 
search of them would soon return. About mid-<lay 
they ma<le their appearnnce, with the somewhat 
startling intelligence that the cattle ha<l fallen iuto 
the hands of l\lakaba's out-post keepers, who, not 
knowing whose they were, had seize<l them, and 
killc<l one. This information pro<luce<l not only 
murmuring, but much fear in our camp; an<l many 
were the speculations to wl,ich it gave rise; some 
were contemplating a hasty flight, thus rendering 
the sahhath less profitable than I ha<l anticipate<l. 
IloweYer, our minus were somewhat reliend, for 
in the e,·ening two men brought six of the oxen, to­
gether with the meat of the one slaugl,tered, stating 
that the rest were separated, an<l sent to the <lifferent 
out-posts, but that they should all be restored. The 
men very earnestly heggc<l us to intc•rcede for them 
with l\lakaba, who, they said, woul<l most certainly 
take their lives for the ox they ha<l slanghtere<l. 
"' e assure<l them ofour interference on tlwir he half. 
The Griqnas were thus, from a kind of necessity 
induce<l to proceed to head-quarters. 

HaYing still eight oxen for each wagon, we re­
sohe<l on procce<liug. ,v e had not gone far before 
we were met by l\laroga, or l\larocha, one of llla­
kaba's sons, at the head of a number of men. lie 
preseute<l me with some milk, an<l ad<lressed us as 
follows:-" I am terrified at your presence, because 
of the injury we have <lone you. ,ve shoul<l all 
haYe flc<l, but we knew you were men of peace. 
Your oxen will he restored, not one shall be Jost. 
I have or<lere<l the men to the town who killc<l the 
ox. They shall be torn in pieces before your eyes. 
l\lakaba, my father, will not par<lon them, for he 
Jias long expecte<l you as his frien<ls. The roa<l to 
the town is far, it is without water; remain, an<l 
<lrink of my pool, and to-morrow I will take you to 
the house of my father.'' With his proposal that 
we shouhl remain during the night, I refuse<l to 
comply. Upon this he imme<liately presenll'd me 
with an ox; hut I still refused, 011 the groun<l that 
l1is father might in the meanwhile kill the men re­
ferred to, which woul<l excec<lingly grieve us, and 
pren•nt our reYisicing his country. l\Jarogn at last 
acquiesce<l, an<l at my request rode with his wife in 
my wagon. which was matter of no small <liYersiou 
to them, ri<ling of any kind, even on oxen, being 
neYer practise<l either by the Bauangketsi or Ilaro­
longs. .At eil!hl, l'.M., we halte,l at a place without 
water, when lllaroga and liis company viewed our 
water-barrels, and the ahun<lant provision we ha<l 
made of that element, with astonishment. The wife 
of ~Iaroga was formerly wife of the llahurutsi rain­
maker, who left Lithako in I 822. It appears from 
her account that ;\lakaha ha<l invited him to the 
capital, au<l, after the storehouses were filled with 
corn, the suppost'1l result of the rain-maker's pre­
te11<le,l skill. charged him witl1 having hcwitche,l 
his child, who was sick. an<l laying hands on the 
impostor, killc<l him, an<l gave his wife to his own 
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son. This was her own story, but the fact was. that 
llfaroga. one <luy sittiug by his fotlll'r, observed the 
rain-maker's wife, who was a ti11c-Iooking woman, 
aml remarked that she was much too pretty for such 
a man. Iler husband was speared by illakaba's 
orders, au<l the widow given to his son. She seemed 
still to feel grateful for the kiu<lncss shown to h~r 
at our statio11, au<l referred to my interference 011 
behalf of her late husband. 

Next <lay, hefore we had procce<le<l far, we were 
met by mcsseugcrs from lllakaba. who said he had 
not slept for joy, because of our approach. \Ye 
passed mauy women, who were employed iu their 
gardens, who, on seeing us, threw down their picks, 
au<l running to the wa~ons. lifted up their hands. 
cxclaimiug, " ltumcla," ( their manner of salutation,) 
which was followed by shrill cries sufficient to at~ 
fright the very oxen, As the wagons were obliged 
to take a circuitous road over the hill to the town, 
we saddled our horses to cmss hy the ne.irest way; 
on reachiug the summit of the hill, at the foot of 
which Jay the metropolis of the llauangkctsi, turn­
ing our eyes northward, we were greatly surprised 
on behollling the number of. towus which Jay scat­
tered iu the ,·alleys. Our guide conducted us 
through a wiu<liug s•rcet to the habitation of !\[a. 
kaha, who stood at the door of one of his houses, 

, and welcomed us to the town in the usual way, lie 
seemed astonished arnl plcasl'<l to see us all without 
arms, remarking, with a hearty laugh, that he won­
dered we should trust ourselves, uuarmc<l, in the 
town ofsueh a villai11 as he was reported to he. In 
a few minutes a multitude !l"athercd, who actually 
tro<le 011 each other in their eagerness to see the 
strangers and their horses. lllvnnwhile :.\lukabu 
walked iuto a house, mHI seut us out a large jar, or 
pot of heer, with calabashes, in the form of a ladle. 
Being thirsty, we partook ,·cry heartily of the beer, 
which possessed but little of an iutoxicating quality. 

By this time our wagous had reached the town, 
an<l as lllakaba had expressed his desire that we 
should conduct them through the principal street, I 
weut forward to examine the narrow winding path, 
through a multitude of houses, and pronouuee<l the 
thing impossible, without seriously iujnriug the 
fences. "Never mind that," said lllakaba, "only 
let me see the wagous go through my town;" aud 
ou they went, while the chieftain stuo<l on an emi­
ucncc hefore his door, lookiug with inexpressible 
delight ou the wagons which were brcakiug down 
('.oruers of fences, whih• the good wives within were 
so 'lluch amazed at the oxen, and what appeared to 
them ponderous vehicles, that they hardly found 
time to scold, though a few di<l not fail to express 
their <iisplcusure. llaviug n•ache<l the lower end 
of the town, we unyoked, am\ were instantly sur­
rounded by several thousau<ls of people, all making 
their remarks ou the novel sceue, which produced 
a noise almost deafeniug; nor did they retire till 
night came on. In the course of the afternoon, 
Jllaroga, accompanied by three chief men, came 
with orders from his father to appoint them as re­
presentatives, which was <lone in our presence in 
the most authoritative manner; when they were 
comman<l,·<l to abide by our wa~ous from sunrise 
ti II we retired to rest, and to redress every griev­
ance. They were likewise made rcsponsi ble for 
every article which might be either Jost or stolen. 

About sunset, :.\lakaha scut 011c of his wives, stating, 
that the 011ly mark of respect whi~h he could at 
present show, was to send his most lit-loved wife, 
who wouhl deliver to us a sack full of thick milk, 
and tlrnt to-morrnw he wouhl prmide us with 
~lanf!"htc~r oxen. The sack was so huge that it was 
h(_lrne hy two men to the wagons. Tile lckuka, or 
Bechuana milk-suck, will be dc,crihe<l in another 
part of this work. 

CIIAPTim XXI V. 
The natives A.ml the comp:L..;~, &c.-)lakaha's \.;sit to the 

wagons-De:-cription of the town-Character of )lakaba­
Ho),) hyeno.s-Connr-;ation witl1 ::\Iak,iha-An attempt at 
instruction-::\[akaba's astonhhment at the rloctrinc of a 
resurrection-Great excitement-Tsu..;ane's reliellion-Ilis 
visit lo the Kt.i.ruman-A stratag<'m-Tsmanc's a1T1·cting cn<l 
-Unfounded 1-llarms-Prepill'ations for llcfencc-l'rccipitate 
departure-The .Author's last iuterview-Heturn to the B;1-

rolongs-Threatenerl attack on PiL,.ana-A nrnn cscapcs­
Ilis talc-A frightful savage-llangcrons position-\\"agons 
attacke<l-A batth•-A heathenish scene-Christian conduct 
-An eXJJlosion-Divinc interposition-Affairs at the sta­
tion-A midni_!_Jht alarm-Concludiug n•marks. 

IIAVJJSG thus reachc,I the metropolis of the Bauang­
ketsi, am! having cast our eyes over a dense popu­
lation, we were in some 1neasnre prepared for the 
din of many thonsan<ls of voices on the coming 
day. ,ve were 1101 mistaken, for, early next mom­
ing, and long hcfore we were out of bed, we were 
surrounded by crowds, so that it was with difliculty 
we could pass from one wagon to another. On 
going up the hill to have a view of the neighbour­
ing country, I was followed by a number of men, 
wl,o, while I was taking some bca,·ings, were not 
a little surprised at the compass, which they re­
garded as an instrument certainly belonging to a 
sorcner, though they laughed when I asked thE:m 
if they thought that I was one. 

A hout 10 o'clock A.)!., lllakaha made bis ap­
pearance, with his retiuue, and sat down opposite 
ta my wagon. The hustling crowd retired to a 
distance, an<l a dead silence ensued. He addressed 
us nearly as follows:-" lily frienus, I am perfectly 
happy; my heart is whiter than milk, because you 
have visited me. To day I am a great man. lllen 
will now say, • l\Iakal,a is iu league with white 
people.' 1 know that all men speak evil of me. 
They seek my hurt. It is because they cannot 
conquer rue that 1 am hated. If they <lo me evil, 
I ca11 reward them twofold. They are like children 
that quarrel; what the weaker cannot do by 
strength, he supplies with evil names. You are 
come to see the ,·illaiu lllakaba; you are come, as 
the Batlapis say, • to c!ic by my hands.' You are 
wise au<l bold to come and see with your eyes, aud 
laugh at the testimony of my <"neruies," &c. A 
long conYcrsation afterwards ensued rc~pccting the 
state of the country, and the :\lantatee invasion. 
On this topic he was eloquent while describing the 
manner in which he entrapped many hundreds of 
the euemy hy ambnsca<lcs; and stretching forth 
his muscular arm i11 the direction of the field of 
contlict, he said, " There lie the bleached hones of 
the euemy who came upon our hills like the 
locusts, but who melted before us by the shaking of 
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the spear ;" adding, with a stentorian voice, and 
with superlati\'e self-complacency, " ,Yho is to be 
compared to Makaba, tbc sou of Mekta, the man 
of COll'JUest ?" The listening multitude broke the 
silence iu deafening applause. I then told him 
that the object of my present journey was to open 
a connnunication, that we might consider him in 
fnturc as <me of our chief friends, and, as a pledge 
of that friendship, a missionary shonld come and 
reside with him; to which he replied, that " in 
future he hoped no grass would be allowed to grow 
on the road hetwcen the Kuruman and Kuakue. 
l\Jothibi, I kno,~, will hinder you, because he is 
afraid of losing you; he is afraid that you will 
build your house with me."" Ile stated that the 
strayc,1 oxen would arrive that day; and in com­
pliance with our entreaties, he should pardon the 
men who killed the ox. I made him a present of 
beads and buttons, with a nmnberof other trinkets; 
and also gave him a hat. One of the Griqnas 
directed him to put it on his head, which he did, 
but immediately removed it to the head of another, 
saying that he could not soo its beauty on his own. 
As most of the Griqnas were come to barter, be 
informed them that ou Friday he should commence. 
As soou as he departed, the noisy multitude did 
not allow ns a moment's leisure; and during the 
night we were annoyed by hycuas, of which there 
arc three sorts, the striped, spotted, and another 
kind, which, though the smallest, is the most 
dangerons. 

In the morning three oxen were sent for 
slaughter, :rnd iu the course of the day, boiled rorn, 
pottage, and beer. l visited the town, which is 
very large, hut W"-5 not able to judge of the number 
of iHhahitants: the town itself covered a vast 
extent, so that the population must have been great 
compared with that of the towns of South Africa 
generally. Each of ~lakah:i.'s wives, who were 
unmerous, had a separate establishment, c<msisting 
of three or four houses, a corn-house and a general 
storehouse. They had also a number of round jars 
for corn, from eight to twelve feet in diameter, 
and nearly the same in height, which arc raised 
from the ground npon a circle of stones. Th.,ir 
premises mid houses were on a plan rather difforcnt 
from what I had before seen. The honses, though 
not larger than those of the Batlnpis, were huilt 
with rather more r<•gard to taste and comfort. 
The accuracy with which circles were formed, and 
p<'rpendiculars raised, thongh guided only by the 
eye, was surprising. Their outer yards and house­
lluors were very clean, and smooth as paper. No 
dairy-maid in England could keep her wooden 
howl cleaner and whiter that theirs were. In this 
respect tl1<·y forme,I a perfect contrast to the llatlapis. 
l\lakaba fre,1ueutly referred to the barbarous 
mauners of his southern neigh hours, and asked me, 
with an air of triumph, if the llatlapis ever washed 
a 1rnoden bowl, or if c,er they presented me with 
food which did not contain the mangled bodies of 
flies, in a dish which had had no helter cleaning 
than the tongue of a dog. 

The fr011t cattle-fold, o,· pl:tce where public meet­
ings arc held, was a circle, of I ;o feet diameter, 
fonuc<l with round posts eight feet hip:h, aud as 
dose to each other as they could stand, l'ach pest 

* To huil(l an1l to (l\H·ll ar~ synon~ mnus. 

having been hewn round with the axe. Behind 
lay the proper cattle-fold, capable of holding many 
thousand oxen : there were also large sheep-folds. 
In the early part of the day l\fakaba was gel!erally 
employed in cuttiug out skins to sew together for 
cloaks, and in the afternoon he was frc,1ucntlv 
found in a measure intoxicated, from a stronger 
kind of beer made for his own nse. Ile appeared 
aged, although his mother was then alive. He was 
tall, robust, and healthy; had rather the appearan-::e 
of a Ilottcntot; his countenance displayed a good 
deal of cumiing; and, from his conversation, one 
might easily discern that he was well versed in 
African politics. He dreaded the die-pleasUl'e of 
none of the surrounding tribes; bnt he feared the 
l\lakoo:L~, or civilized people. "'ar was almost 
perpetual between him and tl,e Bakoncs, a very 
populous nation to the Iii.Jo:. and E. Beyond the 
Bakones lies the Bamanguato tribe, disting1.1ished 
for iudnstry and riches; and beyond the Baman­
gnato lie the Bamagalatscla, who seem to form the 
limits, in that direction, of the aborigines of the 
country ; for beyond them, they ,aid, were half 
white people, who wear linen, and whose manners 
are ,·ery lmgale, "savage." \Yhile walking to a 
neighbouring height, I was ahle to count fourteen 
considerable villages; the farthest distant about one 
mile and a half; and I was informed that there 
were more towns, which I could not see. 

For several days I tried at noon to get a seclude,! 
spot where I miµht take the latitude, but was so 
bcs<:'t with a crowd of spectators, always in motion 
when I sat, that the quicksilver of the artificial 
horizon was made to move as with a breeze. I 
once left my compass at the wagon for the purpose 
of attracting their attention, while I stole away 
with my instrunwnts to a distance, but a crowd soon 
followed, to sec the Sl"ipone (self-seer), as they calle,l 
the quicksilver, but their bustling lllotions again 
rendered the taking of a correct altitude of the snn 
impossible. 

One night we heard a woman screaming in the 
town, and, on inquiry in the morning, found that a 
hyena had carried away her child, which had hap­
pened to wander a few yards from the door. On 
our expressing astonishment, we were informed that 
such occurrences were very common, and that after 
nightfall the hyenas were in the habit of strolling 
throu;;h all the lanes of the town, and carrying 
away wliatever they could seize. As these animals 
were thus accustomed to gorge themseh-es with 
hnman flesh, it became extremely dangerous to 
pass the night in the open field, especially on the 
confines of a town. I pointed out plaus hy which, 
it appeared to me, they might succeed in extirpating 
them ; hut they seemed very indifferent to my 
~ngge~tions; urging as a reason, that there was 
something not lucky in coming in conto.ct with the 
hlood of a hyena. 

O11e evening, long before retiring to rest, we 
!ward, in the direction of the wakr pools, the 
sc1·eaming of women aud children, as if they WHe 
in tlie greatest danger. I sent off a few men, who 
rau to the spot, a11d found three children who had 
IH·cn drawing water closely pursued by hyenas, 
which were on the point of seizing them. The 
rneu succeeded in driving the aninials away, on 
which they ran towards the wom,•n, whom the men 
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also rcscuecl. I unclcrstood that it frequeutly hap- clay L>cforc, he hat! told me he knew uothing, aml 
pcn~rl, that chilclren scut to the pools for wakr of the Saviour's mission to this world. whose name 
nerer returned. Many must thus be tlc,·onret.1 in he hacl never hcanl. he rcsun1ccl his knife anti 
1he course of a year, a rctlection calcnlatc,I to make jackal's skin, anc.l hnmmccl a native air. Ow~ of 
any one shuclclcr. his men, sitting near ml', appearccl struck with the 

The country of the 13auaugketsi is hilly, n1:cl chamctcr of the Ue,lcemer, which I was endmvour­
cnu mountaiuons towarcls the uol"th anti <·ast. 'fl,c ing to describe, and particularly with his miracles. 
soil in general is very rich_; hut ~vatcr is rather Un hearing that he hat! raised the ,leail. he very 
scare<·, ancl though I l>chcve rnllls arc pretty naturally exclaimc,1, ",virnt au excellent doctor he 
abundant, yet, from what I co,1ld learn, irrigation must have been, to make clcacl men live!" This 
woulcl be absolntdy ueccssary to raise European led me to tlescrihe his power, and how that power 
,,cgetahles and grain. The conntrics to the north would Le exercised at the last clay in raising the 
aml cast abound with rivers, aml are very fruitful clcucl. lu the eonn;c of mv r,•urnrks, the ear of 
and populous. The mountains arc atlornecl to their the monarch caught till' st,;rtliup: sound of a re­
very summits with stately tn•es and shrubs, nn- snrrcction. ""'hat!"' he exclaiml'tl, with astonish­
known in the southern parts of the conti11ent, whieh ruent, "what arc these ,rords aLont? the dead, the 
give the country a pictnr,'f.'J"~ an<l impo,ing up- dea,l arise!" " Yes," was my reply, all the demi 
pcarancc. shall arise." ""'ill my father arise?" '' Yes," I 

J embracecl another opportunity of co11nrsi11g answcre,I, ")Ollr father will arise." ""'ill all 
with i.\lakaha on the subject of a missionary re~ the slain in bat!lc arise:" " Yes," "Arn! will all 
sit.ling with him. with which idea he professetl to he that have hecn killeclanrl dcvonret.1. hy lions, tigers, 
highly pkascd. I also hinteJ. that it was pro_hahle hyenas, ant.I crocodiles, agnin rcviw ?" "Yes; 
that a rnissi,ma!"y woul,1 go tu the Bahurnts1; on ancl come to jutlgment." "Ami will those whose 
whi<•h he rerm1rk,·d, "that rnen_of pcaecshoulcl live bodies have heen left to waste ancl to wither 011 the 
iu every uation, that a friendly intercourse might desert plains, a11cl scattered to the wiucls," ar.ain 
be kept up." Pointing to a hunch of heads which arise?" he asked, with a kiml of triumph, as if he 
lntll" at his karnss, he rcmarkccl that a friend of had now fixe,I me. "Yes," I replied, "not one 
min~ (;\lr. Campbell) had Sl'Ut them to him from will be left behind."' This I rcpcateJ. with increased 
the Hahnrutsi. " I ,nppns,·," he atldcd, " their emphasis. After looking at me fur a few momc11ts, 
stories frig·Ltene<l him back the road he came; by he tnruecl to his peoplt,, to whom he spoke with a 
rcpreseuting me to he the ki11g of villains. I hope steutorian voice:-•· Ilark, ye wise nwn, ,vhocvcr 
he clid nol believe the lesti111ony of my enemies. is among you, the wisest of past generations, clitl 
:lly enemies arc not the persons to judge of my ever your ears hear such strange and unhearcl of 
character." news?" And adcln•ssing himself to one, whose 

I h~,l cmhracccl dilferent opportunities of con- countenance and attire showed that he hacl seen 
,·e:·sing with the chief and his people on Di,,inc many years, aud was a personage of no common 
things, lmt with little snccc.ss; at least, he nppcarecl order, "Ilave you ever ltcarcl such strange n<'ws as 
as if he t.lid not hear a word I said. ~onietiinl•~, this?" " l\o:' was the sap;-e's answer; " I had 
"· hen I have been nyinf( to arrest his attcution by supposed that I possessed all the k11owledge of the 
repeating something striking in the works of God, count,·y, for I have heard the tales of many gene­
or in the life of the Saviour, he would interrupt l,y rations. I am in the plal"e of the ancients, hut my 
asking a question as dist.·mt as the antipocles from knowledge is confouuclecl with the won!s of his 
the suhject to which I hopecl he was liskuing. I month. ~ul'cly he must have li,·e,i long before the 
felt pal'Licularly anxious on the sahhath to obtain period when we wel'c hom." l\fakal,a, then turuing 
a hearing, ancl resolved to pay him a formal visit and atldres;ing himself to me, and layii:g his hand 
for that pnl'posc. I haJ. felt miserable at the pros- on my breast, saiJ, " Father, I lov,• )"Oll much. 
pcct of lcavini; without the satisfaction of having Your visit and your presence !,ave made my heart 
tolcl him what was the only object of the missionary, white as milk. The words of 1·our month are 
especially as he had professed his wish to have oue. s,net as honey, but the wor,ls of a n•su1-rcction arc 
On the sabbath moming utrly we Im,! our prayer- too [!Teat to be heard. I <lo not wish to hear again 
nweting, but such were the crowcl and noise, that to about the ,lcacl rising! The de:ul cam1ot arise ! 
holcl the service was out of the question. The The deaJ must not arise!" ""'hy," I inqnir<'li, 
1norc we entreated the1n to be tp1ict, the grt'at~r I " t•nn so gre,1! a nm,n rrfust• knowlt .. dize, and tur11 
uproar they maclc, so that we were compellctl to I away from wisdom? Tdl me. my friend, why I 
clcsist. In the forenoon, taking some of my com- . must not 'add to wortls' anJ fpeak of a resurrcc­
pany with me, I went iuto the town, and fuuncl I tion ?'' Hnising and m1t•oY.erin:,r his arm, which ha<l 
;\lakal,a seated amiclst a large number of his prin- , been strong iu hatth-, aml shaking his ham! as if 
cipitl men, all engaged either preparing skins, I quivering a 'l"'ar. he rcplie,l, " I have slain my 
cutting them, sewing mantles, or telling nt<ws. tlwnsancl:--. (bo11t~intsi,) and $hall they arise t' 

Sitting down bcsicle this great mai,, illustrious 
I 

Never before had tl1c light of divine rcve:lation 
for war and conquest, and amiclst nobles ancl coun- ; clawncd upon his savage mind, and of course his 
sellors, iucluding. rain-makers and others of the conscicn,·e had never accused him, no, uot for one 
same orcler, I stated lo him that my object was to of the tho•1samls of d~c<ls of rapi12e ancl mmdcr 
tell him my 11,•ws. His conntenauce_ lighted_ up, 1 which had rnarkc,I his con,·se through a 1011g 

hoping to hear of feats of war, clcstrnct1ou of tribes, career. 
and such like subje~ts, so cong·enial to his savage ! While the chicfta\n antl myself were engaged in 
disposition. \\'hen he fouo<l that my topics had ! the above conversat1on, the most profound sil,·1,,·e 
solely a reference to the Great Being of whom, the ' reigned, ancl which continued till iuterruptcd l•y 

----· ·-------- -------
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one whose fcatnres appeared to iudicate that lw I in his rebellion agaiust, not only his kiug lmt his 
was a man of war. " I haw kill,·d many, but I father, and that thereby he was seeking his own 
never saw the immortal part which yon describe." destrnction. These remarks pnt a close to the con­
" Because invisible," I replied; and referred him Ycrsation at that time. lllothibi, though an in­
to many invisible thiugs, the existence of which he Yeterate enemy of i\lakaba, would not grant his 
never doubted. i\lakaba again muttered, " \\'hat aid, and the young rebel returned to the Barolongs, 
do my cars hear to-day? I am old, bnt never where he intluenced a large party to rally round 
thonght of these things before;" and hinted that he his standard. By my irn1uiry respecting the de­
had heard enough. One of the Griquas who was siguation I had obtained, the following additional 
with me, observing the stronir excitement which f.,cts were elicited, which gaw a striking display 
had becu prnduced, partook of the spirit, and ad- of the judgments of God even among the heathen: 
dressing me in the Dutch language, said:-" Oh, I -lle was represenkd as au aspiring youth, eager 
was thinking if yon would only exercise a little to obtain the reins of regal power, and had con­
more faith, and cm·e that lame man, the whole templated the destruction of his father. Having 
of the thousands of the Uauangketsi would be a persuasive tougue, and a fascinating appearance 
believers.'' and address, he tried to win the hearts of the 

They were greatly interested when I explained people. lle condesecndcd to call the plebeian his 
to them the use of writing and hooks, but appeared child, which, in the dignified minds of the Bauaug­
to be a little superstitious about to11chi11g them. It ketsi nobles, created suspicion. This artifice 
afforded me no little gratification that tb,·se subjects failing, he secretly got a deep hole dug in the path 
of conversational instruction had excited co11sidcr- which his father was wont to frequent, in which he 
able interest, for many afterwards came to our got sharp stakes fastened, and the whole covered as 
wagons to make further inquiries. if to entrap game, hoping that on the coming morn 

Among the early interviews I had with this his father might be the unfortunate victim of his 
monarc)1, who exerci,cd a despotic s:rny over a ?!1natural crnelty. The ~lot was diss_o..-ered, and 
population of, at the lowest cm11putat1ou, seyenty l snsane fled. i\lakaba, Justly dl'l·admg farther 
thousand, he was wont to refer with unmeasured stratagems, got some of his most confidential at­
feelings of pleasure to au· event which had led him tl'ndants, under pretence of flyin" from the same 
to stJle inc Tsala ,a ,w,eng, "The stranger's all,·gcd despotism, to appear to 

O 

support the rl'­
friend." I should not haYC known the circum- hellion, while in reality they were only to watch 
stances·of the painful and deeply interesting ev,•ut, the motions of his son. This they faithfully carried 
which gave rise to this name, had I not one day into execution. Several of these, who were in­
asked why he appeared to feel so much pleasure in telligeut men, were among his retinue when he 
eallin" me Tsai« ea morng lle had had a son, visited our station ou the Kuruman River. They 
Tsusa~e, the heir to royalty and power. Tsusanc had listened to -.vhat I had said to him in re­
had some years before tied from his father, and fcreuce to his conduct, and the character of his 
accordino- to his own account for the best of reasons. father. On his return to the llarolongs, some of 
He and J1is followers took up their abode among these fled to 1lakaba, an<l related all that they had 
the Barolongs, told .his tale, and tried with all his heard. :'llakaba loved his son, and notwithstand­
eloquence, for he was hnth eloquent and imposing ing all Tsusane's demonstrations of hatred, gave 
in his appearance, to rouse the llarolongs to make imperatirn orders to his warriors, that in their 
war against his father as the worst of beings. conflicts with him and his adherents, they were to 
Hoping to raise an in..-iucihle army to accomplish spare the life of bis son. In one of his attacks on 
the extirpation of him he called the greatest of a cattle out-post, where a strong force happened to 
tyrants from the earth, bt· came with his company be placed. he was defeated. Although a man of 
as far as our station, the Knrumau. l\lothibi con- great swiftness. oue swifter still overtook him, who 
i,ratulated him on his escape from the murderous shouted, " Throw down your weapons, and your 
:'lhkaba. He was very forrnRlly introduced to lllr. life is safe." lle turned and threw his spear, but 
llamilton and myself, aud we of course receiYed missed his mark. lle was again overtaken, when 
him with all due courtesy, for eYen savages can the same kiml message was sounded in his ears, 
appreciate that. He told the story of his fath•:r·s with the addition, " Your father loves you, and 
hrutality. Uasi 111otl111, " he is not a human will not kill you." Ile hurled another spear at his 
being," he often said, which, in the phraseology of pursuer, and fled. The third time the voice of 
the country, implies that he is a lion, or some other mercy reached his ear, and while drawing from 
beast of prey. Ju order to add colouring and his shiehl the battk axe, his pursuer transfixed 
wei"ht to his statements, be tric,I to persuade every him with a speai·. fflwn the tidings reached 
f'ne "he met with, that it was the intention of his Kuakne, the father mourned for his son, and had 
father to desolate the country; and to those who nearly taken Yeugeance on the man ,rho had de­
knew anything al.>ont Dr. Cowan and ~enovan's priwd him of his first-born. :llakaha more than 
expedition, he declare,! that he saw Ins father once referred to those events with much feeling, 
destroy them, with all the probaLle minutire cou- and wonld ask if it was the Great Being I talked 
nectcd with such a sce11c. All this he told over about, who told me the facts of the case, when 
again to us, and he ]ookc,l rath,•r strangely when he would repeat, verbatim, all that I had said to 
informed that we could not believe all that he said, Tsusane. 
nor would we allow oursdves to be persuaded, that Our time being expired, the Griquas infonned 
lllakaba bis father was the man be represented :ITakaba that it was thdr wish to leave in the 
him to be; pointing out to him, at the same time, course of a day or two in order to hunt, and at the 
the magnitude of the crime of which he was guilty same time I pointed ont to him the necessity of my 
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rctnruing with my small patiy, as from the <lr) uess 
of the S<·ason I feare<l the fe,,- pools on the Baro­
long plains would be dried np. This he di,l not 
Iikt', though aware of the difficulty of our returning 
exeept by :i circnitous route. On n•arhing tlw 
wagons in the evening, I fount.I the people nu<ler 
gr,•at alarm, a report having bet'u spread that the 
natil'es intended mnrdering the whole party. On 
inn~!-tigatiug the different stories, (not one like 
another, thotl"h all ha<l enough,) I was convincctl 
that this repo~t was nnfoundetl. Nothing, however, 
coultl qlll·ll the fears of the Griquas. Guns were 
unloosed, loaded, and plnced Ly the wagm:s in case 
of an all:tck, while the gloom of night in a valley 
surroundetl hy dark-looking mountains, ma,le the 
imagination fc1·tile, filling the cars with hoarse and 
warlike sounds, aud surrouu<ling the camp with 
thousands ofllauangkctsi warriors. Every message, 
and every motion of a ,·isitor, were construed to Le 
hostile. I had left my interpreter in the town, 
wbo, with the boys who tended the oxen, which 
were kept at night in i\lakaba's cattle fold, did not 
make their appearance. Some person, whom no 
one had seen or cou)J name, had reported that tlwy 
were nrnrtlered. I returned to the town to look 
about, with a view to convince the company that 
their fears were groundless, and found the persons 
of whom I was in search, perfectly ignorant of the 
horrors which were said to await ns, and returned 
unscathed to the wagons ; hut all this failed to con­
vince. i\lany passed a sleepless night, and in the 
morning, before the Ranangketsi had well finished 
their night"s repose. the oxen were brought from 
the foltl, and all was soon in motion. The people 
seeing preparations made for departure, snrronnded 
us bv thousands, with oxen and articles for sale. 
They could discover the alarm and the preparations 
for defence. It was eal'ly, the wintl was cold, and 
the people had all their mantles on : and imagina­
tion saw short spears concc~!ed heneath. A party 
of armed horsemen rode out before to see if the 
ravine through which we had to pass was clear, for 
a regiment was said to be there. This was bidding 
a grateful farewell to the king and people, who had 
shown us no little kindness! 

To arrest the panic looked like staying the course 
of the win,I. A native chief interrogating one of 
the principal individuals in our company as to that 
manner of leaving, received, in addition to insolent 
replies, what amounted to a stroke of the hand, on 
which he looked extremely fierce. At this moment 
J began to fear, not that the reports ,<ere true, lmt 
that this act might give ris~ to something serious, 
and fo resist the force of some thousands of nath·e 
warriors would have been a forlorn hope. As I 
could not stay my own people, I remained behind, 
conversing as ,veil as J could with the principal 
men, who crow<ll·<l around me, eagerly inquiring 
the cause of the flight. After the wagons hat.I gone 
nearly out of sight, they permitted me to follow, 
after ·1 ha<l assured tlwm that if I could not stop 
tlw party, J shoulcl return. The wagons halted at 
a small fountain, :ITahnbiclrn, al,ont a mile ant.I a 
half behind the hill on which the town stood, as 
some of onr oxen w<:re missing. ~ome messengers 
from i\Jakaba came, and very justly complained of 
the abrupt departure. Fears were partially allayed, 
but not one of them would venture to the town. 

Some of the• oxen 1,ot Leing forthcoming, it was 1·c­
so1'·ed, though with great reluctance, to sp(•nd 
another night in fear and anxiety, while I forwarded 
a message to i\lakaha, that J should visit him early 
next mo1·nill:,!- During the evening a native came 
and corroborated the fearful report, but on his 
hearing that we intemlcd securing him, he made a 
clean pair of heels of it, and we never saw him 
more. 

Xext morning I informed my companions that 
I was resol\'cd to visit the town, to remove, if pos­
sible, the mis11nderstanding to which their credulity 
had given rise; ant.I that the door which had now 
Lt'en opened for the introduction of the Gospel 
might not be closed. They all opposed, and some 
talked of 11sing fore(•, to prevent me from running 
unto death, as they described it. Ilowewr, I walked 
off towards the town. and before reaching it, was 
o,·ertakcu by three of our party, who said nothing, 
hut followed after. \\' e found :llakaba sitting in the 
midst of a company of his chief men. On our ap­
proaching him he addressed us individually, "Ror­
row :llolntsana," (good morning, villain.) On my 
returning the compliment, "Good morning, you 
:IIolutsana," he laughed most heartily. We titcn 
sat down and entered into conversation. lie very 
justly complained of our unexpected departure, and 
of our not having comm~:micakd the reports, of 
which he also had been informed, for innstigation. 
I answered that I had ue\'cr credited the reports 
referred to, and that our Yisit that morning, un­
armed, as he might see, for I was without a jacket, 
was, I thonf(ht, a sufficient proof of the contid(•nce 
reposed in l,im. He remarked that lie had not slept 
during the night, but that our arrh-al that morning 
was sufficient to make him dance for joy. After 
spending some time in conversation, he gaYe us re­
freshments, presented me with another ox, and 
ordered a unmLer to be taken to the wagons for the 
Griquas. Hy this time a multitude was collected, 
every one more eager than another to assure us of 
their joy at seeing us once more. Defore leaving J 
addressed :llakaba, stating that ifl had given him 
ar,d his people a satisfactory proof of peace and 
friendship, l begged one in return, viz., that he 
would accompany me to the wagons; to which he 
replied that he was now old, but could not deny my 
request. We accordingly repaired to the camp, 
when he joked the Griquas for their credulity, 
presenting each of the chief men with an ox. Be­
fore he left, he requested me and two of my com­
pany to saddle our horses, for he was anxious to see 
muskets discharged on horseback. I declined, ob­
serving that there were others of the company far 
more expert: Lut he would not be satisfietl unless 
I did it, as I was a white man. ,\ ftcr much per­
suasion I snlmtittcd, and going into my wagon, pro­
fessedly to fetch my jacket, put into my pocket a 
brace of pistols charged with powder only. After 
going a few turns round the smooth grassy plain, 
while the king ancl his attendants were roaring 
aloud with admiration, I galloped past them, dis­
charging the contents of both pistols nearly at once. 
which astonished the Banangkctsi more than any­
thing they had ever seen, and frightened them too, 
for they all fell prostrate to the earth, supposing 
they were shot. As soon as J alighted from the 
horse, :llakaba began to nu bnttOJ? my jacket to sec 
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"the little rogues;' as he calle<l them, exclaiming, we left next day at noon. After travelling about 
"\\'hat a bles,ing that you white men seek to be twehe miles, we halted in the be<l of the :\Iola po 
frien<ls with all nations, for who is tl1ere that could River, which lies in lati111<le :!5° 40', an<l flows weet­
,rithstand you:" Laying his hand ou my shoulder ward. Soon after halting, and when I had taken 
he added, •· I do, indel'<l, ~ee that you were without up my pen to put down a few noks, a man was oh­
fc•ar, or you would have had your pistols this serv,,d running towards ns from a neighbouri11g 
1110ruiug." Aftt'r remaining for a conplt' of hours height, who, on reachiug the wagon, was in a slate 
we parted, :llakaha highly gratified, and the Griquas of great exhaustion and terror. lt was difficult to 
no !cos so with the explanation which had taken ohtain from him anything like a rt'ason for his flight. 
place. lle looked round with a wihl11css which 1.-cl some 

Every thing being arranged to the entire satis- to think he was insane, and we left him with some­
faction of all partic•s, two of our numher, Karse and thing of that imprtssiou. After I had resumed my 
llendrick. rtmained behind with their wagous, in pen, it occurred to me that all was not right, and 
order to hunt ,•lc•phants, while Dtrcud Bereud and I went again with Dereud to the man. \\'e lcarne,I, 
his company proctcded towards the llarolougs, with after many inquiries, that he had been taken pri­
the int<'ntiou of starting off in another direction to soner by the tribe we ,rere dreading, aul who 11 ere 
hunt, when I expected to he left to return with only at a distauce, preparing to attack the town; that 
my hall~doz<•n atteu,lant<. This was the plan; but two hmHlrtd ,rarriors had left the main hotly, a11C! 
after halting at a pool for the night, Ben·ml and his brought him as a guide to attack the Ilarolong out­
party, for some reason, came to the nnexptct,·d n·- posts; in orde1· to secure him Ju ring the night, they 
solutiou of returuing homcwanls, ha,·i11g already had eo,·ered him with a large skiu cloak, on the 
bartered for a qnautity of i,·ory with the Bauang- extremities of which ml'n lay; that they were to 
ketsi. As we proceedeu, we were met on the fol- attack the flying Barolongs on the west, while the 
lowing day hy thrtc messengers from Tau:iue, beg- main body was to fall on the town from the east. 
ging the Griqnas to come with all sp('ed to the On seeing the" agons, and learning from their guide 
assistanee of the Ilarolougs, who were expl'ctiug an thnt they were white 1woplc's trnvelling houses, 
attack from a tribe of ~lantntees. who wtre iu the they suddl'nly fled, an<l he l'Seaped; hut he added, 
confines of the town. Ash was impossible, from the he thought they would attack us. From his mannl'r 
l¥aut of wate,·, to take any othl'r route than through of speaking, scarcl'ly one felt incline,\ to believe his 
the Barolong t,•rritories, which we wonl_d gladly n•lation. It was near sunset before the party could 
have done, to avoid coming iu contact with so he induced to semi out a few horsemen. in order to 
sarnge and warlike a !Jody, we trawlled with all ascertnin if there were any foot-marks iu the direc­
hastc. tiou fi"m w heuce the man came. They ha.d not 

On reachi1,g the town early next moruiul!', such heen absent more than thi11y minutes, when one 
Wds the scene of confn,ion which met our eyes, came galloping hack with the intelligence that the 
tl.iat we w,•re persuadl'd it was in the hands of the Bakari, or ~lantatees, were actually there; aD(l as 
l'llemy. lh•rc we found Sd,onello, the Enroloug I had t'ntreated them not to shoot any one, they 
chief, with whom our ,vc,leyan hr<>thren, :llcssrs. wanted to know what they Wl'rc to do. Bereud 
Ilodgson arnl Broadb,•nt, had been labonring near strungly urge,) me to p;o with additional men, and 
the Yellow m,·er, and who had been attacked and try eithl'r to speak to them or frighten them; as au 
driwu from his home hy the same enemy. The attack 011 our defenceless camp during the night 
confusion having iu a measure suhsi,lcd, aml it hl'ing would, in all probability, end in the whole of us 
discovered that the enemy were uot rn n,·ar as it h·inp; butchered; and to flee, leaving all hehind, 
was rumoured, the Jlarolong chief.,, with about one would only make us an easier prey. I accordingly 
thousand anm•d me11, came and St·ated themsdves set off with a few additional horscmrn; and wh<"n 
hcforc our wagons, and nsl'd t:'Yery argument in we cmnc iu sight they began to n1oyc off; hut when 
their power tu i11,l11ce the Griquas to unite with , we hal:ed. tlwy did so too. Their appearance was 
them in repelling the marauders. Tanane spoke tu I extremely fierce aud savage, and their attitude ,·cry 
the follosring effect:-" Yon see how many human : menacing. It was evi,knt that they were reluctm,t 
bones lie scatte,·e,l on the plain. and how many of. to depart, which was a couvincing proof that a niµht 
us arc dying from hunger-the result of la,t year·s I attack was µn•meditated; and when it was growing 
scourge, when the :lla.utatees drow us from Kunuaua. i dark they compelled us to retrent, till a few shots 
If you do not help us, we must all perish. Towards I were fire,! into the air, when they again fled, and 
the setting sun is a desert \rithout water; towards I we pursued, hoping to incrense their fright. \\'e 
the sunrise there i, no rest from the ;\Jantatees. Ou overtook one, \I hom we surrounded, for the pur­
oue side is ;l[abk•, my enemy; on the otlier the I pose of ir.forming him who we were, and that we 
lllantatces arc apprnachiug, who will ,kstroy us all; ; ha,I no intention of doiug them harm. He stood 
aud l still d1·c•ad :>!othihi." Sehonello, who appeared • with his shield aml war-axe in his left hand, an,l a 
a liue intelligent man, remarked, " I have lost my spear in his right, raised as if in the act of hurling 
all, and I see no alternative hut to fight or die.' it. I confess I never saw anything so fiend-like as 
\\'e all felt perplexed, and recommended the Baro- that mau; a11d concludecl that, if he w::sa specimen 
longs to remove with ns towards the Kuruman. of his tribe, all hope had fl<"d for the Barolongs. 
This they would not do, owi1,g to au old enmity Ilis body lubricated with gr~ase and charcoal; a 
between them r.nd the Batlapis. The party we had lar7e round cockade of black ostrich feathers on his 
left behiud, (to -srhom we had sent, warniug them of heall; his eyes glaring with rage; while his op,,n 
their danger,) did not make thei1· app<'arance. We mouth, displaying his white teeth, poured forth the 
waited a day, hoping they woul<l arrive; but as the , most opprobrion£ epithets and obscene curses, thrcat­
reports auout the drcadcd horde were ratherduhions, I cuing to give our flr-sh to the hyenas, and our ey<·s 



WA<;O;\'S ,\TT,\CKED.-A IIEATIIENISII SPECTACLE. lfl!J 

to the crows, whl'u he ma1.k a ruu fil'st nl Oli'! of us, 
am! then at anotlic1·. One of the men, in or,kr to 
frighten him, tired a ball uircetly <JYL•r his head, 
when he fell, and the horse111<•11 rn,:hcd forward to 
seize him before he rose; hut he was too expert, 
a11d made us quickly tum away in 110 little con­
fusion ; aml had it 11ot hc,·11 for the foar of losiug 
his spc•ar, it would certaiuly hlw heen plu11ged into 
one of our 1nnnber. It was now hceomiug too <lark 
to make any further attempts, ~nd we let him go, 
and turued in the direction of the wago11s. which 
,n•re about se,·en miles distant. ,Ye had not pro­
ceeded n1any paces, when we were alarmed lo find 
that we were surrounded by tho,e who we supposed 
had lku, but who had secrete,\ themsclns a111011g 
the hushes, and, aided by the darkncs,, were closing 
i11 upon our small party. Head after head rose 
above the bushes, when the Jell comn1<•11ee,I. This 
was a critical moment; a1Hl the men who were with 
me behaved a,lmirably; for, inst,•ad of Icvelling 
some, in order to obtain egress, a fL•w shot~ were 
ffred into the sand before the horses' heads, when 
we galloped through what appeared tl,e weakest 
part; bnt many were the javC'lins which they threw. 
This was a narrow l'Scape; for if a horse hacl fallen, 
which is common in the dark, arni,lst bushes, sticks, 
and stones, he and his rider would have been in­
stantly covered with spears. The enemy were again 
pu1·s11ed with some blank shots, when, hastening 
hack to the wagons, we were alarmed hy the reports 
of mu,kets, which com·inccd us that they ha,! been 
attacked hy the enemy. It was with some difficulty 
we joined onr C'llllp:111io11s, owing to a party howr­
iug romul, who, iu the <lu~k of the en:ning, 11::ul 
rushed out of the rel'ils in the river, and ii river, the 
men who were left from the wagons, which they 
struck with their war-ax,•s, as if they were living 
things. Tlu·y thrust their hands into the boiling 
pots 011 the fire, m,d seized the meat. Not se~ing 
the main body, part of which we had lweu pursuing, 
mal«• its appearance, according to their plan, they 
retired, but not before one was wonnde,l, if not 
more. The night was a sleepless one; and before 
day dawned, messengers arrived from the town, s<>­
Iiciting the Griquas, with the most.earnl'st entreaties, 
to return, as an immediate attack was expected, 
and the knowledge of horsemen being there might 
alarm the im·adcrs, and save the town. To tilis 
Bercml would not have agreed, hnt for the sake of 
some of our party, who were yet behind, and who 
it was jus1Iy feared might fall into the Iiands of the 
en,·my. In the morning, of six Barohmg spies who 
had been sent out, two only returned, the others 
having been killed. In the evening some thousand 
warriors left the town, accompanied by seven or 
eight horsemen, with the confi"dcnt hope that the 
enemy would flee when they ma<lc their appearance. 
They had not proceeded three miles from the town. 
bdore thc•y saw the whole hody moving onward, 
with liµhted torches. Both parties halted at no 
great distance from each other. "'hen morning 
dawned they looked one another in the face, and 
the enemy, instead of being intimidated-, rushed, 
like a mighty black wave, upm1 tlw Barolongs, who 
fled. Sel>onello's par1.y, who were of a holder cha­
racter, rc•sisted for some minutes, during which time 
seventeen of his mell fell, among "·hom were his 
three brothers, The horsemen, s<.-eing that tilcy 

t 

WL•re not to he frightc-ned hy appearances, and that 
the loss of life would he terrible, fired a tcw shots 
among the enemy, which arrested their prop:re!-S, 
TheJ fkd from the horsemen; but Sl'cing a large 
party of llarolonµs attempting to t:ike thl'ir cattl,~, 
they sm-ron1ul<•d them, and w·ould have cut clowu 
the last man, had tlH'y not been :1gai11 dispersed hy 
the lrn1'fl'llle11. when th,•y uppeared panic-stric·ken, 
an,! fkd. The Earolonp;s rallied, not to fight, l,nt 
to seize the cattle, with which they dccampc<l. Of 
these some hundreds were r<•eo,·,•red l,J the (;ri,pias, 
who took them, :rnd some women who had nb.o 
fallen into the hands of the Darolo11l,!S, aud con­
ducted them to within a f"w gun-shots of the enemy, 
who stood petrified with amazcnwnt to see their 
conquerors hl'iuging- ku:k, not on]y a ]argc n11ml1c>r 
of their cattll', hnt thei1· ,riws a lid child1·<•n. The 
horsemen dill not, lJ1merer, forg·:·t to semi a wry 
fearful message hy the wmn:·n. which iJJduccd the 
maraudl'rs to make the bl'st of their WilJ out of 
sight. 

While all this was going m1, Bcn~rnl, bis brother 
Nicholas, am.I n1ysclf~ with the ,ragon-drivl·rs, were 
waiting with int(~n~e anxiety, seeing the wounde<l, 
the hlec,ling. and the dying, fleeing past the town, 
while the inhahita11ts were making thi,ir escape in 
consternation. ,v c• h:al a pictnre of heatheuirn1 
indeed in the men who had re111ai11Pd in the tow11, 
to guard it in case of an attack from the opposite 
quarter, scamperiugoffwitl1 their shields and spears, 
leaving the women to escape iu the best way they 
could, with la,·ge bundle,s and their rnnng children 
on their backs. "'hen we saw the town crncnatecl. 
we sent off our wagons also; while i\iicholas and I 
remaine<l bchiud with onr hor~es, to wait the n•sult, 
and learn what had heeome of our me11, for whose 
safl'ty we were extremely anxious. As soou as we 
ascertained that they were safe, au<l that the enemy 
had !led. I roile forward, to appri1.c tlie terrified 
mnltitude tlrnt the danger was oycr. It was aliect­
ing to ,ee, all aloug the course of their flight, 
ute11sils, mantles, Yi<'luals, and many little children, 
who had been le!'t by their atli·ighted mothers, who 
expected that all was over. Instead of belie,·iug 
what I sai,1, when I call,·d after them that the 
e11emy had Ced, and that they must not leave their 
babes to perish with the cold, or be dnonred by 
hyenas, they only tied the faster, till, at length, I 
got son1e one to assist me iu dri\'iug a uumher hack 
to take np their children. Poor things. they did 
not forget afterwards to she,\ many grateful tears, 
for my ha,•ing frightened them !Jack to save their 
weeping infants. 

When most of the inhabitants !,ad congregated 
round our wap:ons~ near the river, where we were 
first attackccl, it was affoetiag to se" the ditforent 
f:.uuilies meet again. Considering their situatiou, 
they were wondc•rfnlly cheerful; hut there were 
bleeding hearts; and it was a melting srcnc to wit­
ness the return of ~ehonello, and e,pcciallJ when 
he exclaimer!, "Of all my friends, I only am kft !"' 
\Ye asse1nblctl our company iu the eve11iug, re­
corded the mercies of the day. and fdt deroutly 
thankful for the dclil'crance that hacl bern granted. 
T,,nane, Gontse, Sebonello, aJJ(I other chid'.,; came 
to lkreml, and, in the most feeling mam1<•i-, thauk,·<l 
him for his assistance. They said they felt this the 
ruore, as they had learned f1om the pri,oner who 
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escaped that it was the <lelermiuation of the enemy 
to attack the town on both si<les, sel it on fire, an<l 
then <lestroy all the people, if they could. 

On the following morning an eVt'nt occurred 
worthy of reconl. Some of lh·rcud"s people had 
brnught droves of flue fot cattle Lelongiug to the 
c•nem_r, which they ha<l taken from the Barolongs, 
who, iustc,td of lighting, had S!'ized the animals, 
am] tkd. AccorJingtocstablished right, they were 
the property of Beren<l aml his people, and every 
one supposed they would he claime<l by him. These 
cattle, amounting to .se\'cral hundreds, were col­
lected, and Touane and S,·honcllo were called. many 
of them hnviug been takc11 by the enemy from !he 
l:.itter. Beren<l sai<l to them, " These cattle I give 
up to you; divide them amoug you. One or two 
for my people to slaughter on the rnad are all that 
I require." Scbonello rcreiw<l this most disiuter­
ested kinduess with lively fcdings of lwartft·lt 
gratitude, for he au(! his people were entirely desti­
tute. This was au act which astouishcu the mulli­
tude of spectators; many held their hau<l on their 
mouths, to siguify their utter arnazemeut. 

Before separatiug, some trilling European articles 
were brought, which had hcen picked up on the 
field of battle. These were once the property of 
1\11·. Broaubent, anu had heen tak,•u from his station 
when the enemy attacked Sehonello. Some of our 
men ha<l seen several of the warriors with pieces of 
lineu tied rounu their lep;s, a11<l remarkcu that one 
of the slain appeare,l as it' his legs were lmrned, an<l 
hound up with a piece of a shawl. This was ex­
plained by the man who had been a prisoner. 
Among the articles they ha,l seized was a hag con­
taining several pounus of gunpowder; when seated 
around their <littereut fires, this bag was brought 
out to examine its contents, supposing them medi­
c.inc, or something to be eaten. One tasted, another 
smelled, a third saiu," Put it into the hot ashes; it is 
seed, and nee<ls roasting." Jn weut the bag, when 
presently a fearful explosion took place, which 
threw them all on thei1· backs, scatteriug the live 
coals in all directions. As soon as they recovered 
their senses, they started np, aud tie,\ from the spot, 
some exclaiming, "~It-)re oa 1-ethnuye," It is the 
exploder's medicine, i. e., p;uupoll'(ler. 

\\' e thankfully retired from th<e melaucholy scenes 
which ha<l occupie,l our attention for successive 
,lays, aud bent our course to our respective homes. 
l\ly arrival at the station was, indeed. like life from 
the dea,l. The deepest auxiety had been felt for 
weeks for the safety of myself arnl companions, a., 
it was well known that the hunters intended rL~ 
mainiug in the interior for the pnq,ose of shooting 
elrplrnnts, while I was to return comparatiwly 
alone, whirh greatly increased the danger. Tl,ey 
ha<l been fully and correctly infimne<l that the body 
of marauders which we met ha<l come from the 
Yellow Hi\'C-1', as far as :\'okancng, :tbont twcuty 
mih-s cast of Olil Lithako, arnl that they ha<l pro­
cce,lc<l to the Barolongs, in the direction, an<l at 
tl,e n•ry time of my ,·ontcrnplated return. To them 
our de.-..tructiou appeared ine\'itahlc, and it was hc­
ycmd their power citlwr lo render a~sistancc, or to 
f.!i\'e n:1r11i1i:r. There is reason to hclieYe that their 

' fears woul,l !,ave hccn mourufnlly realizc<l, hut for 
the u:icxpcctcd circnm,tanee of llcrcn<l am\ his 
party rt>sulriug, without any <lcfi11ite rr~son, to re-
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turn at the same time; for when I asked Berend 
why he ha<l given up his intended hunt, he coulu 
give no reason except the feeling that he did uot 
like my goiug home alone. And on our arrival r.t 
the Ilarolongs, when in the prospect of his remain­
ing to uelend the town, I proposed leaving him, to 
proceed, he replied, '· No, let us go together," awl 
on that same nid1t we were attacked. lie more 
than once remarked how 111,accountably his miml 
ha<l been impressed on that occasion, and coul<l uot 
hut see the fiuger of God in the whole affair. But 
for this I shoul<l have been surronn<led in the wil­
derness l,y a host of people, such as have been ue­
scrihc(I, against whom resistance. supposing it had 
hecn attc-mpte<I, would ha Ye proYed of no avail, au<l 
nmler such circumstauces escape or safety woul<l 
h,wc been impossible. 

It may not be uninteresting briefly to glance at 
what had hcen going on at the station during my 
absence, ,,, here serious apprehensions had hcen eu­
te:-tained for its safety. All being tranquil when I 
left, :llr. llamilton had proccedc<l with the three 
I fottentots to the new station, to make preparations 
for a fiual removal. '.\Irs. l\l. was left alone 011 the 
old place in oue house, and a young Hottentot 
woman in another. A bout this period a party of 
marau<lers, composed of Bastards auu others, from 
the Orange I:iver, collected in the Long !llounlaius, 
about forty miles to the west of the station, allacked 
some ,·illages along the Knruman Hiver, and were 
coutemplatiug a junction with others in orucr to 
attack the Batlapis an<l the mission premises. This 
created cousiuerable uneasiness; hut as reports of 
that kind were often unbious, Mrs. !II. remained, 
though not without some alarm, !mowing their 
,lcspcrate character, and fcariug that they might be 
temptcu to attack the mission-house for the sake ot' 
ammunition which might be there. One evening 
the !Iottcutot girl came in wringing her hands, and, 
in great <listress, stated that the Bakari or Mantatecs 
had been se,•n at ;\'okaneng, and were on their way 
to the Kurnrnan. This was alarming in<lecd to one 
who, with two babes, had only two little l.lushmen 
children with her in the house, and no means of 
escape but tleeing lo the bushes. A message was 
sent to i\lothibi, who .aid that the news of the ap­
proach of such an enemy was correct, but that he 
thought there was no very great dauger before next 
moruing. l\lrs. :II., after again commending her­
self auu little ones to the care of Divine Pro,·iuenrc, 
lai,l down in confiueuce, and f~ll asleep. At rnid­
uight a lout! rap al the door a,rokc her; when, 
from the reports 011 the preceding evening, she was 
at a loss to think whether it was a rap of Jacob 
Cloetc, the Griqua marau<ler, or the annonncerncut 
of the near approach of the hor<le from the interioc. 
On asking who was at the uoor, !llothibi replied 
himself. \\'hen it was opened, he eutere<l with as 
many men as the house could hohl, and announced 
the dreaclecl intelligence that the !llantatees were 
apprnachiug. The sound of alarm aud uproar was 
raised in nery part of the town. A lip:ht hcinp; 
obtained, i\Irs. :II. seatc,l herself iu the mi<lst of the 
uoisy council, hear<l nil they had to comnrnnicale, 
,rnd wrote to l\lr. llamilton. There was now uni­
versal confusion till <lay dawned, which has always 
~omc effect in raising the spirits, however dejected. 
'.\lr. llamiltou an<l the people arrind at eight 



A MID:\'IGHT ALAR;\1.-STATg OF TIIE PUllLIC i\llND. lll 

o'clock, when preparations were made for a hasty I pro11c1·ty, an<l packinl:( up others. Each succeeding 
flight. \\'arriot'S were assembling, and thousands messenger brongl,t frt>sh alarms, till, ahont noon, it 
wcl'e engaged in secreting some :1rticlcs of their was ascl'.rtaine<l that the dren<lcd cuemy had directed 

their course to the Barolongs, instea<l of coming to 
the Kurumau. This news dispelled the gloomy 
clo,~d, and filled cYery heart with gladness; but 
the rntelligcnce, which ma<le the populace giw their 
fears to the winds, produced in lllrs. ;\I. a shock of 
horror, as the conviction instantly flashed across 
her mind, that nothing less than a divine interpo­
s)tion could save me from destruction, it being the 
time I was expected to he on my return. The 
moment she stated the cause of her fears, all saw 
!be danger, a111l sympathized, but co one could be 
111~11ccd to go in search. The i<len of falling in 
with such a horde of savages was horrible in the 
extreme. For three weeks my dear wifo was thns 
ex.rosed to a state of mental agony more easily con­
ct•n·ed than described; and nothing but incessant 
approaches to the throne of God could have sup­
ported her. During that period continual reports 
were brought that I had been cut off. One ha<l 
seen a piece of my wagon ; another had fo11nd a 
part of my saddle; ai,d some had picked 11p parts 
of my linen stained with bloo,I; till, at last, a few 
men were prevailed on to go an<l .iscertaiu the facts, 
and had started on the morning of the Yery day l 
made my appearance. The preceding drtails will 
show what real cause there was for alarm, for the 
exercise of faith, ft•1·Yent prnyer, and, snbsc1p1cntly, 
for boundless prabe. 

CIIAPTEl{ XXV. 

Slate of the pulilic mincl-A civil war-lnfa1uation-Confer­
ence with ~lolhibi-Attack of the marau1ler,;-Leave the 
station-Fniwr:-al commotion-lkath nf Pel·lu, the ,·oung 
prinl't'-Tl1e Kuat.se 1\i:-:1 :;t...;e-Crucl superstition-He

0

\'cnge 
SOU!!'.ht.-Hrnewed attack,;-)fr. llu~hes\ illnc>ss-DisL-oU­
raging prospec~s-l."ngencrous conrln rl -:\ chief \,aten hy a 
lion-Frf'sh alarms-Locusts-Description of them-How 
pn·p:ued for use-Youni:; 11.)CILSts mo::.t tlestructi..-e -<..:alf 
slc-all.'rs-Remarkal,le case. 

THE e,·cnts which have been recor<le,\ may. in the 
jndgment of some of my readers, se,•111 irreievant to 
the suhjcct of missio11s, except so for as they illus­
trate the native character, and depict the situation 
into which the missiona1·y is frc11ncntly brought, in 
the course of his philanthropic c.irecr, in countries 
where our species has suuk iuto the lowest depths 
of harharism am! vice. In glancing over missiouary 
records of bygone years, it will be seen that this is 
neither a new nor a pt•culiar a,p,'ct of the position 
which Providence sometimes calls him to occupy. 
It may also be presumed that no one would l,e 
a111hitions of snch n distinction; while all may sec 
how perplexing, 1listressing, and sometimes heart• 
ren<ling his situation must he, and the 11,,ed he has 
of the wisdom which conwth down from above, 
which he lc·cls more ,,spet·ia lly wlll'n tlwrc arc none 
with whom he can confor. It is then that the 
throne of his hcan•nlv Farhcr is found to he a re­
fng-e that ue\'l'l' fails; :rnd it is iu such seasons that 
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he experiences the fulfilment of the promise, ·• Lo, 
I am with yotL nlway ;'' for surely in such exi­
gencies human pru<lcnce wonld often prove utterly 
insufficient 

After my return, l\Ir. Hamilton continued his 
labours at the new station, assisted by .\lr. llughes, 
who had arrived from Griqua Town a short time 
before, while I remainc<l to carry on the ser"iccs 
among the Ilechnanas. The attack of the rebel 
Griquas ou the Batlaros proved 011ly a precursor of 
a snccet-sion of <li:-.tressing and afflictive providenct•s 
aruoug that people, which had well nigh Ie<l to the 
<lcstruction of the mission. These circumstances 
kept the public mind in a state of ferment, each 
<livision and tribe lll'ing distmstful of another. 
Attendance on divine worship was extremely irre­
gular, which ~lothiui accounted for by saying that, 
when an enemy came from tire interior, they had 
neither horses nor gnus, and there was some chance 
of escapt•; hut when Griquas and Corannas cam,•, 
who could obtain these means of dcstrnction from 
the white people, the hearts of the Hechnanas could 
think of nothiug but the calamities which awaitctl 
them. 

llilherlo, by the pr°'·i,lencc of God. it had hcen 
our lot only to view the dire etfocts of war at a 
<listance from our station, which ind11ce,l ns to hope 
that the esca1,e of our people would ha,·e a salutary 
iufluencc 011 their minds. llut dark and intricate 
arc th(• ways of Provi,lenc<'; for 011r hopes were 
soon blasted hy a ch·il war, which ac11uire<l such 
maguitu<le as to oblige ns spee<lily to abandon the 
station, and retire to Griqua Town, which could 
scarcely be conside1·(•d an asylnm, from the conflict­
lug pnl'til·S who s11rrou11detl u~. The llatlapis pro­
fessed to assist the Hatlaros against the lawle,s 
ba11ditti, whost' remleZ\·ous was in the Loug ~Ioun­
tains, to the west; but instead of <loing so, only 
seized on their cattle. This act of treachery ex­
cited the indignation of the lbtlaros: they made 
reprisals; and, as in all such cases, bloodshed fol­
lowed rapine. A puulic meeting was connnccl, to 
which the Batlaro chiefs were iuv?tcd, when every 
exertion was made to bring the parties to an rim i­
cable agre('ment, and prevent the widening of the 
hr<•ach. At the wqucst of both parties I spoke at 
the meeting. ,\ly mldress was only a short speech 
on the hlc,sings of p~aec, and the certain fearful 
results of a civil war, especially whih• a lion, fiercer 

1 than either party, was couching in the mountains, 
r<'ady to pounce on them both. J\lothibi had neither 
the wisdom, honesty, nor decision to order his people 
to resign their ill-gotten spoil, while he and his 
friends' people were candid enough to acknowledge 
th:it they ha<l brought themsd-rcs into the cli,tress­
inµ: dilen1ma. 

The Batlaros returned, mortilie<l, and held up 
;IIothibi to derision in their dance and song; aml 
he a!!ain resolved to muster his warriors, mul 
puui;h them fur these puerile displays of ill-will. 
\Ylwn )lothibi communicatl'<l his intention, l 
plcadi>d, reasoueu, and r,•monstrate,l against the 
measure•, as fraught with min. As he wished one 
or more of our ml'n to accompany him, I consultl'd 
the lircthren, Hamilton and llughes, and l'eplicd, 
that it was onr conYiction that L'vil, instead of good, 
woul<l acl'me from such a measm·e. All knew that 
hitherto we ha<l kept oursel,·es from all interference 

in their political affairs, except when we thoug·ht 
we coul<l be the means of promoting peace, and 
preYenting the effusion of blood. Thus far, as the 
scrYants of God, we could proceed, but uo further. 
I again eutn•atl'd him, for the sake of his people, 
their wi\'cs and little ones, not to take a step whieh 
was franght with consequences of an appalliug na­
ture, antl which would terminate in the snspe11sion 
of our lahours nmoug them, and their being scat­
tered like the hnntcd <leer 011 the plains. We ap­
pealctl to all pres,·nl wheth,•r our ,·ounsel, as the 
scn·ants of Chris\, had iu any one i11stancc failed 
to secure to them the blessings of peace; aud con­
clndetl hy recomme11ui11g them rather to flee towards 
Griqua Town than ent,·r npon ci\'il war. To this 
lllothibi r<•plied, with an air of scorn, that the 
Griquas, who were nurtmv,l under the gospd, were 
in\'oh·ecl lu war; that the heads of the ba11ditti they 
<lrea<le<l were Griquas. and subjects of the Griqna 
governnwnt; an<l that the llatlaros were his sub­
jects, and they •lespiseu his threatenings on the 
ground that the missionaries would prnent him 
from taking lrn1·sh measures; but that he was det('r­
mined to make them feel. After mak!ng some ex­
cec<lingly acrere 1·ernarks on our conduct, for onr 
not first reforming the Griqnas, and especially 
Jacob Cloetc and Klass Drayer, the heads of the 
marauders, and once professors of religion, he went 
away in a r,1gc. 

Next morning he returned, with some chief men, 
and, having had time to rellcct on the counsel given 
him, was as meek as possihle, and begged that, as I 
thought I could prewnt a battle, I would accom­
pany him to the Datlaros. This I engaged to <lo, 
if he woul,l allow me fii·st to remove my family to 
the brethren at our new station, which "·ould rt~ 
quire two or three days. 1 also reco111m,·1Hlcd an 
embassy, ~nd 1101 an armed force, as I was too well 
acquainted with the Bcchnana character to expt'ct 
that they woultl conduct themselves in a way eal­
cnla\ed to win the affections of the jnstly otlended 
Batlaros, who, to re\'enge their wrougs, woul<l uu­
doubte,lly call in the assistance of the horde from 
the mountains. 

The commau<lo, thirsting for spoil, set off the 
next <lay, kaving J\lothibi behind. The result of 
this was the dc,·astation of the towns and villa!les 
of the Hatlaro,, who fie,! al their approach. The 
temporary house at the new station l,eing rea<ly, I 
n•moved my family thither. Two days afwr, when 
J\lr. llamilton and myself were down at the town, 
to bring away some useful articles, we stopped the 
night; and as the country was full of alarming re­
ports, :\lothihi and some of his men came and spent 
the evening with us, in one of our old reed houses, 
aro111,d a fire on a clay floor, without either tables 
or chairs. J\luch conversation and dispute eusued 
as to the cause of the present distrnctc<l state of 
the country, arnl the best nwans to be adopted to 
avoid lwcoming involve,! in the threatened ruin. 
i\1othihi ag::iin...., asserted, in his usual angry tone, 
that the !wads of tlw handitti of the country were 
Griquas, and that they were our fricntls and ser­
,·ants, whom we could command, and with whom 
we ha<l constant intercourse; moreover, that these 
Gri<Jnas were supplied with guns and ammunition 
hy the colonists, for the purpose of extirpating the 
!Jcchuanas ! \Ve explained the relation in which 
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we, as ,~ell as the people of Griqua Town, stood to 
the rebels in the mountains; and that they might 
yet sec that we were as much afraid of those he 
called our friends as he was; and again solemnly 
brought before him the indi flercnce of the Bcchu­
:mas, and even their hatred, to the gospel of Christ, 
as a fact which gave us very little reason to hope 
for that deliverance which had he,•n so singularly 
displayed on their behalf on former occasions. 

After holtling our evening worship, we beg~cd, 
in case of approaching dangc,r, that they would !Ice 
in the direction of our statiou, as it might prove an 
asylum, especially to the females and children. At 
this they scofled aud raged, telling us to go and 
conYert the Griquas; and thus left us, not knowing 
whether the enemy might approach before morning, 
or if the natives, in their anger, might not set fire 
to our reed dwelling. 

The day after our return home we heard the re­
ports of muskets, and, from the immense columns 
of smoke arising, we were convinced that many of 
tlie towns and villages were on fire. \Ve continued 
some hours in sad suspense, during which the 
women and children were passing to the east; but 
some, faint from exhaustion and terror, remained 
at our dwellings, while the more vigorous of the 
sex were pressing forward with trembling steps in 
all directions. i11othibi also came, dejected and 
forlorn, and related, ,vith many a sigh, tlie melan­
choly events of the day. At his urgent request we 
sent our four men o·n horseback, hoping that they 
might be able to deliver a message to the heads of 
the commando, and thereby prevent further devas­
tation. They went, and were instantly surrounded 
by thirty horsemen, and one had his hat shot off 
his head, which compelled them to make a precipi­
tate retreat, while several of the Bechuanas who 
accompanied them were killed. 

Our situation became ten times more precarious 
than ever, having now discovered that their num­
bers were formidable, and that they had butchered 
hundreds in cold blood, and committed acts of 
horrid barbarity in cutting off the hands of the 
women in order the more easily to remove from 
their arms the rings which they wore. Some pri­
soners who had escaped gave us, moreover, every 
reason to expect that they would attack our station 
with the hope of obtaining ammunition. Though 
this was a hackneyed threat, the appearance of our 
men, and their iguorance of our motives for allow­
ing them to go, did not leave the shadow of a doubt 
on our minds that om· ~itnation ,yas a dang-erous 
one, particularly as all the nations were lleeing, 
and we could expect little quarter from the hetero­
geneous mass of Griquas, Bastanls from the colony, 
Namaquas,Corannas, Bushmen, and Batlaros, which 
composed the banditti. After mttch deliberation 
and prayer for di vine guidance, we felt, however 
reluctant, we ought to pack up during the night the 
.most useful of our goods, that i\Tr. Hughes and 
myself, with our families, shouhl leave on the 
coming morning; while Jllr. Hamilton, who was 
without family, and one mau, should remain, with 
a couple of horses, iu case of danger, till wagons 
should be sent to his assistance from Daniel's Kuil. 

To us the sabbath was not a day of rest; but 
though we hung our harps upon the willows, we 
were enabled to wrestle with God iu prayer for the 

poor llcchuanas, who appeared to he given over to 
iufatnation, and thousands of whom were scattered 
on the louely desert, pinched with hunger, and 
threatened with n11scry, famine, and death. i\Iany 
femaks, lame with walking, and some near the 
time of their confine1,1cut, had sought refuge iu our 
houses, while others had sunk under accumulaterl 
toil. It was deeply affecting to look on wch 
objects of pitv, while we could render them little 
assistance. .. 

After five cheerless days we reached Griqua 
Town, where :\Jr. Suss received us with much feel­
ing, having provided houses for our accommodation, 
and sent wagons and oxen to our assistance. Mean­
while ;II r. Hamilton was joined by a party of Bc­
reud's men from Daniel's Kuil, who remained for 
upwards of a fortnight. On the alarm and appre­
hensions of the people subsiding, l\lr. H. came to 
Griqua Town to inform us that all was quiet, and 
that the llechuanas were anxious for our return. 
Though a temporary tranquillity existed at the 
Knruman, the p1·ospect before ns was dark in the 
extreme; aud as in case of another attack, it was 
found impossible, from the state of affairs among 
the Griquas, to expect help from that quarter, we 
thought it better not to return with our goods to 
the station. The interior trihrs were, according to 
the most authentic information, all in commotion, 
deluging the country with blood, appearing to de­
pend for their support Oil the dcstructioll of others. 
The powerful and hitlierto invillcible Ilauangketsi 
were dispersed by a combined force, and illakaba 
had been slain in the midst of heaps of warriors. 
la the south-cast, the Ba.tau and Legoyas were pro­
ceeding ill the same destructive course. The \\' cs­
leyan missioll at l\Takuase was also broken up, and 
the missionaries retired to the colony. 

Such commotions were unknown within the me­
mory of the oldest native. Tradition could give us 
no parallel. They existed as far northward as our 
knowledge of the tribes extended. It now appeared 
the more evidellt that, had not the M:rntatees bt•en 
defeated at Old Lithako, the Bechuana country, 
Griqua Land, and the Orange Jtiver would have 
been swept of their inhahitallts; the savage con­
querors would have been formidable enemies to the 
colony, and in all probability would haYe fallen hy 
thousands before the sweeping bomb or rocket; 
while the scattered remains of the aborigines must 
either have perished in the deserts, or fallen under 
the iron yoke of their lleighbours. illany tribes, 
0llce powcrfol and prosperous, hut now almost ex­
tinct, lend their testimony to the truth of these 
remarks, and from which we gathered this comfort, 
that, bad as our circumstances were, they might 
have been worse; and thus, though troubled on 
every side, we were not distressed; perplexed, hut 
not in despair. 

In the fol!owiu::,; month I returned with my 
family to join i\Ir. Hamilton, when the prospect of 
not being able to obtain anything lik•e grain or 
vegetables, rendered it necessary for lllr. Ilnghes 
to ,isit the colony for that purpose. The llechu­
anas had still considerable quantities of nati,·e 
millet, which they were expecting to reap, but 
which was greatly injured by two drearlful storms 
of hail passing over a portion of their gardens. 
Surh was the noise of the hail that, though there 

I 
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was much lightning, and conse,1uently heavy thun­
der, it was not heard. Although only what is 
called the tail of the storm passed over our station, 
the hail, which was nearly half the size ofa hen's 
egg, barked the trees, and killed some lambs. 

Un the .1oth of l\larch, 1S25, we were deeply 
affected to hear of the death of Peclu, the young 
prince, This unexpected shock threw a gloom over 
the whole tribe, and was, as might have been ex­
pected, a severe stroke to his parents, who were 
dotingly fond of him, particularly since his visit to 
the Cape. To us it ,vas a mysterious event: we 
had been promising ourselves that his excellent 
disposition and comparatively enlightened mind 
would eventually produce a salutary change among 
his countrymen; but God saw fit, for wise reasons, 
to deprive us of that means, that we might not be 
found trusting in an arm of flesh. Ile died of what 
is called kuatsi, a disease that appears to be en­
demial, ,~hich assumes the form of a carbuncle, :md 
carries off many cattle; and as the natives will on 
uo account abstain from eating the dead meat, they 
are often attacked by it. If it happens to be near 
a vital part, as in the case of Peclu, it is nry fre­
quently fatal; if internal and not suppurating out­
wardly, it is always so. The meat of goats which 
have died of this disease is particularly noxious, 
and I have known persons cut off in five days after 
having eatcu it. It is always accompanied by con­
siderable swelling, attended with great stupor, 
though with comparatively little paiu. I write 
from experience, having had one on my right eye­
brow, which gave my constitution a severe shock; 
and from its position my recovery was considered 
very doubtful. From long observation I ha..-c 
found it important to give aperient medicines, 
scarify the pustules, and get some one to suck it, 
cithel' with an instrument or the mouth, and to 
apply any kind of cataplasm to promote a dis­
charge; it is also important as mucl.1 as possible to 
prevent the individual from being exposed to the 
cold air. 

In this disorder, as in every othel', when a person 
of influence is taken ill or dies, the cause is eagerly 
sought after, uot in the nature of the disease, but in 
some person who was at enmity with the deceased, 
or who had acted in some way to exci tc suspicion. 
This was very natural in them, as they did not 
believe in an overruling Providence. It was the 
universal belief, as well as their wish, that men 
would live alway, and that death was entirely the 
result of witchcraft, or medicine imparted by some 
malignant hand, or of some casualty or want of 
food. The death of the poor excited but little 
sorrow, and less surmise; on the other hand, I have 
known instances when the domestics of a priccipal 
man have been muruered in cold blood, just b,•cnse 
it was suspected that they had something to do 
with their masters sickness. Approaching the 
abode of a sick chief, I was informed bv on" of his 
attendants, with an air of satisfaction, that be would 
now recovel', as two of his scr..-ants who had been 
seen scattering m~re (medicine) somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of his dwelling, had just been 
speared; and while he yet spoke the stilled sighs 
and moans of their widows and children were en­
tering wy ears. This chief is now a Christian. 

When Pcclu died, suspicion fell on the parents of 

his bride, from some little misunderstanding which 
had existed at his marriage. They would all have 
been butchered, had not the more eulightened views 
of :llahu.-a, the king's brother, who had received 
orders to carry the bloody purpose into effect, in­
duced him to apprise the chief and his family of 
their danger, that they might flee to the Barolongs, 
which they did. itahura and his warriors pursued, 
but determined not to overtake them. As the Jaw 
of retaliation was a principle of jurisprudence re­
cognised by the Ilechuana rulers, events like those 
recorded were of almost daily recurrence during 
the first years of the mission, but which no,v rarely 
happen, even for hundreds of miles beyond the 
missionary stations. Thus the gospel, which has 
brought the startling sound of immortality to the 
sa..-age ear, exerts, as a secondary benefit, a salutary 
iuflncnce even among those who do not receive it, 
and who remain comparatiwly ignorant of its 
chief requirements. There are now instances of 
judicial inflictions, which, though not characterized 
by the long-digested jnrisprndence of civilized 
countries, are nevertheless immense improvements; 
and as the influence of the gospel extends, it will 
transform the dictates of sarnge ferocity into mea­
sures snggested by mercy and wisdom. 

Peclu died, and his disconsolate parents and 
friends sorrowed without hope, and, agreeably to 
their notions, hated the sight of the fold in which 
he was interred, the house where he had dwelt, the 
streets and lanes where he was wont to be seen, 
and indeed everything associated with the beloved 
object. This prepared the people for what fol­
lowed ; for though they had returned to the town, 
the hearts of the relations of the deceased longed to 
abandon it. While witnessing these trying and 
mysterious providences, we were often deeply 
atnictccl, to see that all our efforts to induce them 
to improve these dispensations were of no avail. 
" Go and teach the marauders not to destroy us," 
was constantly thrown in our teeth. We much 
needed Divine grace to enable us to persevere; but 
it often afforded us strong consolation to know that 
we were remembered in our native land; and that 
mnltitudes of Yoiccs were ever ascending to the 
throne of God on our behalf. "·c continue,! our 
public services, and when the people would not 
come to us we went to them. 

. A bout this time another powerful body from the 
Orange Rh·er, with horses and guns, made an 
attack on the tribes to the ,vestwanl of our station, 
and perpetrated great cruelties, The people again 
fled in consternation, and, at !\Iothilii"s request, a 
messenger was despatched to Griqna Town, en­
treating assistance; but it was not in the power of 
Waterboer to afford it, however williug be might 
have been to do so. As we had suffered greatly 
both in onr health and property by the last flight, 
and as we had no confidence in the old tale which 
the natives invented, that the enemy wonld attack 
us, we resolved to remain at onr post. \Ye were 
encouraged in this by the arrival of !\lr. Ilughes, 
with lllr. ;llillen, a mason, and a few Hottentots 
from Ilethelsdorp, to assist ns in the public ,rnrks 
of the new station. We barricadoed the reed walls 
of i\lr. Hamilton's house with chests and sacks, 
that, in case of an attack, which there was reason 
to app1·~hend, we might be in some measure 
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shielded from the shot; but, after a few days of 
anxiety and alarm, the enemy departed, contenting 
themselves with large spoils of cattle. The natiws 
had congregated round our temporary dwellings; 
and there being no prospect of a termination to 
the distressing inroads from the Orange l{iver and 
Long l\lountains, the people fiually resolved to 
aban<lon the station. The Bushmen having taken 
many of their cattle, they appeared inclined to for­
sake the Knruman RiYer altogether. The arrival 
of the six men and their families, under these cir­
cumstances, rendered our situation peculiarly trying, 
from the want c,f supplies to support them, espe­
cially iu a country where nothing could be pm·­
chased. A hunter was employed to obtain game, 
while everything, animate and iuanimate, calcu­
lated in any measure to appease hunger, was 
ravenously seized for that purpose, in order to pro­
secute our plan of buil<ling tlJe houses, and leading 
ont the water from the bed of the river, supplied 
by oue of the finest fountains in South Africa. 
This was a work of great labour, and carried for­
ward nuder the most embarrassing circumstances. 

it, aud it appears to boil np out of the smaller 
springs in front of the larger, and is to be found 
iu deposit in the bed of the river for miles distant. 
The substratum of the whole of the country, as far 
as the Orange Hiver, is compact limestone, which 
in some of the Hamhana hills rises considerably 
a born the neighbouring plain ; but these only form 
the basis of argillaceous hills and iron-schist, on 
the top of which the compass moves at random, or 
according to the position in which it is placed. 
The strata of these schistose formations arc often 
found to bend and curve into all shapes, frequently 

Such was the liability to attack, that the men, 
though labouring not halt' a mile from our dwell­
ings, found it necessary to take their guns with 
them for fear of a surprise. Our large water­
<litch, extending nearly two miles, was iudeed dug, 
as the walls of our houses had been built, " in 
troublous times." 

The accompanying sketch gives a correct view 
of Gasigouyane or Kurnmau fountain. It issues 
from caverns in a little hill, which is composed of 
blue and grq limestone, mixed with considerable 
quantities of tlint, but not in nodules as found iu 
beds of chalk. From the appearance of the caves, 
and the irregularity of the strata, one might be led 
to suppose they have been the resnlts of internal 
convulsions. The water, which is pure and whole­
some, is rather calcareous. 1 t is evident that its 
source must be at a very great distance, as ail the 
rains which fall on the hills and plains for forty 
miles round, iu one year, could not possihly supply 
such a stream for one month. Although there are 
no sandstone formations nearer than thirty mil,•s, 
great quantities of exceediugly fine sand come from 

exhiLiting an appearance of golden asbestos, hut 
extremely har<l. The common blue asbestos is to 
be found at Gamaperi, in the neighhonrhood, the 
same as that found near the Orange Hiver. The 
limestouc extends t,, Old Lith:iko, where there are 
hills of harnlt and primitive limestone; amoug 
which masses of serpentine rock, of various colours, 
usnally called pipe-stone, are to be met with. Be­
yond the Batla1,i dominions, towards the l\Iolapo, 
there is abundance of granite, grecnstone, &c., 
wuile the limestone foundation, towards the west, 
terminates among the sandy wilds of the southeru 

I 2 
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Zaham. Fountains. thl'oughout the whole extent who was an amiable and sensible man, dissuaded 
of the limestone basin, are precarious, in<lepcn<lcnt them from such a dal'ing attempt, which conl<l 
of the causes described in a preceding chapter; nor only terminate in thcil' destruction. The chief of 
docs that of the Kuruman continue to send forth t:1c party, cominced of this, resolved on returning; 
the torrents it once did. The calca!'cous effects but watching an opportunity, when the cattle of 
of the water on the roots of reeds, and other sub- the town where they had received such hospitality 
stances, in the ncighhoul'hood of small fountains, and good counsel had gone to the fields, seized on 
show that they were once very htrge. That of the them, and having two or thl'ee guns, compelled 
Knrnman River, which, like many others in South their owners to flee. Elated with the success of 
Africa, is largest at its source, is, by evaporation this disgraceful achievement, they returned to the 
and absorption, lost in its bed, about ten miles to neighbourhood of our station. We said nothing on 
the north-west. The I\Jatlaurin, Mashaua, and the subject, except that our hearts were sad. The 
~lolapo, join the Kurnman, which was once a large chief of this band of robbers induced his brother, 
river, emptying itself intll the Garie9, at a distance Mothibi, to convene a public meeting, in order to 
below the waterfal I. make a ki11d of bravado. Spies and sycophants 

Duri11g this period we were the subjects of great had bee11 sent to hear our judgment on this subject, 
domestic afflictions. Five days after I\Irs. 111.'s but they learned nothing more or less than that 
confinement of a boy, he was l'emovcd by death, " we were sorry.'' This having <lispleased him, 
aud his remains wel'e the first committed to the after pointi11g out to the audience, that we mis­
burying ground on the new station. 1111·. Hughes, sionarics were the only h11ma11 beings in the worl<l 
,vho began early to feel the effect~ of the climate, who did not steal cattle, he dcclal'ed that, instead 
caught cold, while remoYing fruit-trees from the of being thereby awed, he would show them and 
lower station to his b'1ll'dcn, and was brought to I the tribes around, that if his name had hitherto 
the very gates of death. \Vhen, howenr, we had been lllolala, (poor,) henceforth he would be a lion, 
all given hiru np he began to amend; hut such was and such should he his name. Thus he spoke, 
the shock that his frame recciYed fl'om the severity and departed with a company to hunt. One after­
of the disease, that his perfect recovery continued • noon, seeing a giraffe in the distance, he seiY.ed his 
for a long time very doubtful ; nor did he regain spear, mounted his horse, and ordered his attendant 
his wonted strength until he had made a visit to to follow, with his gun, on another. The master 
the coast, on account of Mrs. Ilnghes's health; afkr being on the swiftest animal, and evening coming 

I which he removed to the Griqua mission, in 18:!7, on, he disappeal'ed 011 the undulating plain, aud 
whc•re he has since lahoul'ed with success. the SCl'Vant returned to the rendezvous. Xcxt day, 

Our situation during the infancy of the new the latter, with some companions, pursuecl the trail, 
station, I shall not attempt to describe, though it found whcl'e his master had come up with the 
might yiclt.l sonic profital,lc s11ggcstio11s to those giraffe, and appeared to have made attempts to 
who may be similarly situated. ~ome of om· newly stab it, ancl then, from the course he took, it was 
arrived assistauts, finding themseh·cs in a country evident he had wandered. They slept, and with 
where the restraints of law were unknown, and the retnruing day continued to pursue his footmarks, 
not being nuder the influc11ce of reli1!ion, wonld which, in the evening, hronght them to a spot 
not submit to the privations which we patiently where a number of lions had heen. Besicle a bush, 
enrlured, hut mu,·mnretl exceediugly. Armed where they supposed the chieftain had laid himself 
robbers were continually making inl'oads, threaten- down the second night, they found the horse, killed 
ing death aud extirpation. ,v e were compelled to by the lions, but scarcely touched, while the man, 
work daily at every species of lahom, most of which his clothes, shoes, saddle, ant! bridle, were eaten up, 
was very heavy, under a burniug su11, and in a dry and llothing left but the cranium. "'hat was 
climate, where only one shower had fallen dlll'ing rather remal'kahle, the master, seeing he was leaving 
the preceding twelve months. These arc only his servaut in the rear, turned about and gave him 
imperfect samples of Olli' engagements for several his tinde!'-box, for fear of losing it himself. Had 
years at the new station, while at the same time, he retained this, he might have made a fire, which 
the language, which was en!il'ely oral, had to he won Id ha Ye protected him from the lions, and led 
acquired. A spelling-book, catechism, all(\ small to his earlier discovery. This event was too 
portions of Scripture, were pl'eparcd, and even sent striking to he o-rel'lookcd by the people, who had 
to the Cape to be printed in 18:!!i; lmt, as if our fre11nently heard of a diYine ProYidence, hut they 
measul'e of disappointment was not full, they were were silent, and cntleavonl'ed to relic,·e their minds, 
by some mistake sent to Englancl, and bcfol'e they by driving from their memories the visage and 
could possibly return to onr station, we might lw.ve Yain boastings of him, who had been devoured by 
had several improved editio11s. the very beast of pr,•y whose name and powers 

The infection of war and plunder was such, that were to he his motto, and the characteristics of his 
scarcely a tribe or town in the whole country was future actions. 
exempt. The Batlapis, who of all the neighbouring I The llatlapis continued extremely nnsettled; in­
tribes had suffered the least, owing to their prox- . deed, the whole country appeared like the ocean in 
imity to our station, instead of being thankful for a storm ;-its inhabitants, lik~ the waves, alternately 
this, authorized one of their nnmbel', the king's rolling forward, and receding, carrying with them 
brothel', to go with a body of warriors aml attack devastation and misery. Numerous successful cmn­
the out-posts of the Bauangketsi. They proceeded mandos from the south wore out the spirits of the 
as far as the Barolongs, where they met with the natives, and compelled them to lead a -ragrant life, 
chief Go□ tse, who received and fed them, being re- ready to stllrt on the first alarm. Son,e of Olli' 

lated to the royal family of the Ilatlapis. (;ontse, Hottentot assistants also left us in the midst of 
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our labours, allll cn~ntually a rc•port coming from I short time, they are taken out and spreail on maLs 
1;ri']ua land, that \\'atcrhoer anti Cornelius Kok, in the sun to dry, when they are wi11nowed, some­
despairing of aid from the colony, had joi11ed the thing like corn, to clear them of their legs a11d 
marauders, all were alarmed; and although we win1,-s; a11d when perfectly dry. are put into sacks, 
were able to eonvi11ce them that the reports were or laid upon the house floor io a heap. The natives 
nnfonnde,l, we conltl not allay their fears, so that cat them whole. adding· a little salt when they can 
even one who had formerly by his Clll"istian con- obtain it; or they ponnd them in a wooden mortar, 
duct been a source of comfort, as well as an assist- ancl when tlwy have reduced them to something 
ance in onr work, aba11doned ns also. Thus we like meal, thc·y mix them with a little water, and 
w,•rc left, hut we1·c still wonderfully supported, make a kind of cold stir-about. 
realizing the fulfilment of the gracious prnmise, When locusts abound, the natives hcco111e ']Uile 
"As thy davs, so shall thy slreng.1h he." Some of fat, and would ewn reward any old lady who said 
the poorer licchuanas had learucd a little of wagon that she had coaxed them to alight within reach of 
drh·ing, and other useful things, so that we could the inhabitants. They are, on the whole, not had 
occasionally get some assistance from them. food; and when hunger has made them palatable, 

After sewral years of drought, we had, in the are eaten as matter of conrse. \\'heo well fed they 
early part of I S21i, been blessed with plt•ntiful rains, are almost as good as shrimps. There is a species 
and the earth was speedily co,·cred with verdure; not eatable, with reddish wings, rather larger than 
hut our hopes of almnclance were soon cut off by those described, aod which, thongh less numerons, 
swarms of locusts, which infostccl e,·ery part of the are more destructive. The exploits of these armies, 
conntry, dc,·ouring every species of wgetation. fearful as they are, bear no comparison to the de­
They ha<l uot been seen for 1;11ore than twenty years vas~ation they make before they are able to fly, in 
bdore, but have never t•nllrely left the country which state they are called "hoyanc." They receive 
since. They might be seen passing o,·er like an a new name in every stage of their growth, till they 
immense cloud, extending from the em1h lo a coo- reach matnrity, when they are call,•d "lctsie." They 
siderable height, producing with their wings a great never emerge from the sand, where they are de­
noise. They always proceed nearly in the direction posited as eggs, till rain has fallen to raise grass for 
of the wind, those iu a<lvanee descending to eat the young prngeny. In their conrse, from which 
anything they light upon, and rising io the rear, as nothing can divert them, they appear like a dark 
the clou<l advances. " They have no king, hut red stream, extendiug often more than a mile broad; 
thev go forth, all of them, by hands," aod are and from their incessant hopping, the dust app!•ars 
gathered together in one place in the evening, as if alive. Nothing but a broad and rapid torrent 
where they rest, and from their immense numbers conic! arrest their progress, and that only hy drown­
they weigh down the shrul,s, and lie at times one iog them; ru1d if ooe reached the opposite short•, it 
on the other, to the depth of several inches. In would keep the original direction. A small rivulet 
the morning, when thesnn bt•gins to diffuse warmth, avails nothing, as they swim dexterously. A line 
they take wing, leaving a large extent without one o_f fa-': is oo harrier, as they leap iuto it till it is ex­
vestige of verdure; even the plants nncl shrubs are tmgmshed, and the others walk over the dead. Walls 
harked. \\'lwrever they halt fo1· the night, or and houses form no impediment; they climb the 
alight during the day, th,•y hecome a prey to other very chimneys, either ohliqnely or straight over 
animals, and are eaten uot only hy beasts of prey, such obstacles, just as their instinct leads them. All 
hnt uv all kinds of ganw, serpents, lizards, and other earthly powers, from the fiercest lion to a 
frogs." \\'hen passing through the air, kites, vul- marshalle<l army, are nothing compared with these 
lures, crows, aod particularly the loc11st bird, as diminutive insects. The course they haw followed, 
it is cnlled, may he seen de\'ouring them. \\'hen is stripped of every leaf or blade of ,·erdure. It is 
a s,i-arm alights on ganlens, or even lields, the crop enough to make the inhaliit,mts of a village turn 
for one se,Lson is destroyed. I have observed a pale to hear that they are coming in a straight line 
ficl<l uf yonng maize devoured in the space of two to their gardens. When a country is not cxtensh·e, 
hours. They eat not only tohacco, aud everything and is hounded by the sea, the scourge is soon o,·er, 
,·egetable, hut also flannel and linen. The natives the winds carrying tll('m away like clouds to the 
embrace every opportunity of gathering them, watery wa.st,•, where they alight to rise no more. 
which can he done during the night. Whenever Tims the immense flights which pass to the south 
the cloud alight at a place not very distant from and east, rarely retnrn, hut fresh supplies are always 
a town, the inhabitants turn out with sacks, and pouring down from the north. All human t•ndea­
oftcn ,vith pack-oxe11, gather loads, and return the voms to dimiuish their nnmb,•rs, would appear like 
next day with millions. It has happened that, in atempting lo drain the ocea1, by a pump. 
gathering them, iudividnals have been bitten by \Ye could 110!, however, f<·cl otherwise than th:u1lc­
serpents; and on one occasion a woman had heen ful for this visitation, 011 account of the poor; for 
1ravelliog several miles with a large hundle of as many thonsan<ls of cattle had been taken from 
locusts on her hea<l, when a serpent, which had the natives, and gardens to an immense extent dc­
hccn pnt into the sack with them found its way out. stroyed, many hundreds of families, hut for the 
The woman supposing it to be a thong dangling locusts, must have perished with hunger. It was 
about her shoulders, laid hold of it with her haud, not surprising that our scanty supplies, which we 
arnl feeling that it was alive, instantly precipitated were compellc,l t" procure from a distance, were 
both to the grnnnd, and fled. The locusts are pre- seized by the hungry people. If our oxen or cal,·es 
pare<l for eating, by simple boiling, or rather steam- were allowed to wander out of sight, they were in­
iug, as they ar~ put into a large pot with a little stantly stolen. One day two noted fellows from the 
water, and covered closely np; aftc1· boiling for a mountains came down on a man who had the charge 
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of our cattle, mnrclerecl him, and ran off with an ox. 
Some time b!'forr, the whole of our cah·es disap­
peared; two of onr men went in pursuit, and found 
in the ruins of an olcl town the remains of the calves 
laid aside for future use. On tracing the footmarks 
to a seclu<lc>d spot near the river, they found the 
thieves, two desperate-looking characters, who, s~iz­
ing their bows and poisoned arrows, dared their 
appro3ch. It would have been easy for our men to 
have shot them on the spot, bnt their only object 
was to bring them, if possible, to the station. After 
a dangerous scuffle, one flecl, and the other precipi­
t:ltecl himself into a pool of water, amidst reeds, 
where he stood menacing the men with his drawn 
bow, till they at last succeeded in seizi11g him. He 
was brought to the station, with some of the meat, 
which, though not killed in the most delicate man­
ner, was acceptable, and was the first veal we ever 
ate there; for cahes are too valuahlc in that country 
to be slaughtered, not only because they perpetuate 
the supply of milk from the cow, but arc reared to 
use in travelling and agriculture. 

The prisoner hacl a most forbidding appearance, 
and we conld not help regarding him as a heing 
brutalized by hunger; a1HI, in addition to a defoct 
in vision, he looked like one capable of perpetrating 
any action without remorse. His replies to our 
queries and expostulations, were something like the 
growlings of a disappointed hnngry beast of prey. 
There were uo authorities in the couutry to which 
we could appeal, and the conclusion to which the 
people came, was to inflict a little eastigatiou, while 
one of the natives was to whisper in his ear, that he 
must !lee for his life. Sceingayonngman drawing 
uear with a gun, he took to his heels, ancl the man 
firiug a charge of loose powder after him, increased 
his tc,·ror, aud made him bound into the marsh, and 
flee to the opposite side, thinking himself well off to 
have escaped with his life, which he could uot have 
expected from his own countrymen. He lived for 
a time at a neighbouring village, where he was 
wont to describe, in graphic style, his narrow escape, 
and how he hacl outrun the musket-ball. \Yhen 
told by some oue that the gun was only to frighten 
him, he saw that it must have been so; he reasoned 
on our character, macle inquiries, and, from our 
men sparing him in the fast instance, ancl ourselves 
giving him food, aud allowing him to run off after 
he had received a few strokes with a thong, he con­
cluded that there must be something very merciful 
about our character; and at last he ruacle his ap­
pearance again ou om· station, He was soon after 
employed as a labourer, embraced the gospel, ancl 
has, through Divine grace, continued to make a 
consistent profession, ancl is become au example of 
iutclligence, industry, and love. 

CHAPTEH XXVI. 
Visit to the Barolong:s-An interview ";t11 lions- XaITow 

escape-Fre.-;h vi~itors-A lion's mcal-.\.rrivc at Choaing 
-Comp::my and assistance-~[anner of life-Rhinoceroses 
-A night hunt-Kinds of gam-:?-S\,;ft runners-Depra-
Yity of thl' natiTes-A cruel practicc-TI~e smith':i shop­
\l"irc-Jrawing-A royal visilor-Return to the statit)n. 

IN the end of the year I 826, ha vino- removed into 
our utw habitation, and the st:ite 

0
of the country 

being somewhat more tranquil, a joumey was re­
solved on to the Bar?longs, near the lllolapo, in 
o~cler to :ittend exclusively to the language, which 
Imbert? 1t had not been possible to do, owing to the 
snccess10n of manual labour connected with com­
mencing a new station, when the missionaries must 
be at the beginning, middle, and encl of every thino-. 
Mr. Hamilton, who felt that his advanced age w1s 
a serious. barrier to his arquisition of the language, 
was aux10us for my progress, aud cheerfully under­
took the entire labours of the station for a short 
season, preaching to the Batlapis in the neighbour­
hood, and keeping up public service for tl,c few on 
the station. Two attempts hacl lwen previously 
made for this very purpose, but I h1,cl uut lono- left 
the place before, in both instances, I was rec';,lled 
on account of threatened attacks. As it was takiug 
a. new position among a. wild people, a brid glance 
at my manner of life may yield information, aud 
interest the mincl of the reader. 

Havi_ng put my wagon in order, taken a driver, 
ancl a httle hoy as leader of the oxen, ancl two Ba­
rolongs, who were going to the same place, I left 
the station, my wife and family, for an absence of • 
two or three mouths. Our joumey lay over a wild 
ancl dreary country, inhabited hy Balalas only, and 
but a sprinkling of these. On the nie:ht of the third 
day's journey, having halted at a po~ol (Khokhole,) 
we listened, on the loudy plain, for the sound of an 
inhabitant, but all was silent. We could discover 
no lights, and, amid the darkness, ,rnrc nnahlc to 
trace footmarks to the pool. We let loose our 
wearied oxen to drink and graze, but as ,re were 
ignorant of the character of the company with which 
we might have to spend the night, we took a fire­
brand, and examined the edges of the pool to see, 
from the imprints, what animals were in the habit 
of drinking there, ancl, with terror, discovered many 
.spoors oflions. We immediately collected the oxen, 
and brought them to the wagon, tow hich we fastened 
them with the strongest thongs we had, having dis­
covered in their appearance something rather wild 
indicating that, either from scent or sight, they kne,; 
danger was near. The two Barolongs hacl brono-bt 
a young cow with them, and though I recommended 
their making her fast also, they very humorously 
replied that she was too wise to leave the wagon and 
oxen, even though a lion should be scented. We 
took a little supper, which was followed by our 
evening hymn ancl prayer. I had retired only a 
fow minutes to my wagon to prepare for the night, 
when the whole of the oxen started to their feet. A 
lion had seized the cow only a few steps from their 
tails, ancl dragged it to the distance of thirty or 
forty yards, where we distiuctly heard it tcarino­
thc animal, and breaking the bones, while its be~ 
lowings ,rcrc most pitiful. "'hen these were over, 
I seized my gun, bnt as it was too dark to see any 
object at half the distance, I aimed atthe spot where 
the devouring jaws of the lion were heard. I fired 
again and again, to which he replied with tremen­
dous roars, at the same time lllaking a rush towards 
the wagon, so as exccecliugly to terrify the oxen. 
The two Bal'Olongs engaged to take firebrands, ad­
vance a. few yards, and throw them at him, so as to 
afford me a degree of light, that I might take aim, 
the place being bushy. They bad scarcely dis­
charged them from their hands when the flame 
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went out. anu the enrageu animal rnsheu towarus 
them with such swiftness, that I had barely time to 
turn the gun and fire between the men anu the lion, 
and providentially the ball struck the grounu im­
mediately under his head, as we found by examina­
tion the following morning. From this surprise he 
returned, growling dreadfully. The men darted 
through some thorn-bushes with countenances indi­
cative of the utmost terror. It was now the opinion 
of all that we bad better let him alone if he <lid not 
molest us. 

Ha Ying but a scanty supply of wood to keep up a 
fire, one man crept among the bushes on one side 
of the pool, while I proceeded for the same purpose 
on the other side. I had not gone far, when, look­
ing upward to the edge of the small basin, I discerned 
between me aud the sky four animals, whose atten­
tion appeared to be directed to me, by the noise 1 
made in breaking a dry stick. On closer inspection, 
I found that the large, round, hairy-headed visitors 
were lions; and retreated on my hands and feet 
towards the other side of the pool, when coming to 
my wagon-driYcr, to inform him of our danger, I 
found him looking, with no little alarm, in au oppo­
site direction, and with good reason, as no fewer 
than two lions, with a cub, were eyeing us both, ap­
parently as uncertain about us as we were distrustful 
of them. They appeared, as they always do in the 
dark, twice the usual size. We thankfully decamped 
to the wagon, and sat down to keep alive our scanty 
fire, while we listened to the lion tearing and tle­
Youring his prey. When any of the other hungry 
lions dared to approach, he would pursue them for 
some paces, with a horrible howl, which made our 
poor oxen tremble, and produced anything but 
agreeable sensations in ourselves. \Ye had reason 
for alarm, lest any of the six lions we saw, fearless 
of our small fire, might rush in among us. The 
two Barolongs were grudging the lion his fat meal, 
and would now and then break the silence with a 
tleep sigh, and expressions of regret that such a 
vagabond lion should have such a feast on their cow, 
which they anticipated would have afforded them 
many a draught of lnscions milk. Before the day 
dawned, having deposited nearly the whole of the 
carcase in his stomach, he collected the head, back­
bone, part of the legs, the paunch, which he emptied 
of its contents, and the two clubs which had been 
thrown at him, antl ,valked off, leaving nothing but 
some fragments of bones, and one ofmy balls, which 
had hit the carcase instead of himself. 

When it was light we examined the spot, and 
found, from the foot-marks, that the I ion was a 
large one, and had devoured the cow himself. I had 
some difficulty in believing this, bnt was fully con­
vinced hy the Barolongs pointing ont to me that 
the footmarks of the other lions had not come within 
thirty yards of the spot, two jackals only had ap­
proached to lick up any little leavings. The men 
pursued the spoor to find the fragments, where the 
lion had deposited them, while he retired to a thicket 
to sleep during the day. I had often heard how 
much a large, hungry lion could eat, but nothing 
less than a demonstration would have convinced me 
that it was possible for him to have eaten all the 
flesh of a good heifer, and many of the bones, for 
scarcely a rib was left, and even some of the marrow­
bones were broken as if with a hammer. 

Ila,·ing discovered a small village on a neigh­
bouring height, although it was the sabbath, we 
thought it quite right and lawful to in yoke our oxen, 
and leave a spot haunted with something worse tuau 
ghosts. \\"hen we tol<l our tale to the natins, they 
exprcsseu no surprise whatever, but only regretted 
that the lion should ha,·e had such a feast. while 
they were so hungry. These people were, as their 
::tame " Balala" signifies, poor indeed, and never 
before having either seen or heard a missionary, 
they exhibitc-d melancholy proofs of human depra­
vity and palpable ignorance. I talked long to them, 
to convince them that there was something else 
beyond eating and drinking, which ought to coru­
mand our attention. This was to them inexplicable, 
while the description I gave of the character of God, 
and our sinfol anti helpless condition, amused them 
only, and cxtortctl some expressions of sympathy, 
that a Kl,osi, (king,) as they called me, should talk 
such foolishness. 

Leaving this village, after travelling for two clays 
iu a N.i\'.E. direction over a plain country, passing 
illothothobo, and other drv river beds, where one 
would suppose water had° not !lowed for the last 
thousand }'Cars, we reached Choaing, as it is called, 
from Lcchoai, ( salt,) and halted at the village of 
Bogachu, a Barolong chief, a ,·ery iutelligent )'0tlllg 
man, with whom I had some previous acquaintance. 
At this place, and at lcietabcng, ahout twenty ruiles 
distant, where a great number of Barolougs and 
Batlaros dwelt, I spent ten weeks attending to the 
language. There was certainly ncit_her personal 
comfort, nor pleasure, to be had dunng my stay, 
heing compelled to live a semi-saYage life, among 
heathenish dance and song, and immcasumble heaps 
of dirt and filth. It was not a proper town, but a 
comparatively temporary abode, lo which the people 
had fled from the attacks made on the Batlapis by 
Jacob Cloete and his followers. People in this 
situation, and indeed all !iYing a nomade life, be­
come extremely filthy in their habits. illy object 
being to obtain as much native society as possible, 
to which they had not the shadow of an objection, 
I was necessarily, while sitting with them at their 
work iu their foltls and inclosurcs, exposed to 
myriads of very unpleasant company, which made 
the night worse than the day. The people were 
kind, and my blundering in the laaguage gave rise 
to many bursts of laughter. Never in one instance, 
would an individual correct a word or sentence. till 
he or she had mimicked the original so cffoctually, 
as to give great merriment to others. They ap• 
peared delighted with my company, especially as I 
could, when meat was scarce, take my gun and shoot 
a rhinoceros, 01· some other animal, when a night 
of feasting and talking, as if they had had a harrel 
of spirits among them, would follow. They thought 
themselves quite lucky in having snch company, as 
one, who could supply them occasionally with both 
food and medicine. 

Jlogachu, whom I might call my host, daily 
allowed me a little milk for tea. lie was an in­
teresting character; and though not tall, had great 
dignity about his person, as well as much politeuess 
of manner. As the people had no gardens, the 
women had nry little to do, and they considered 
it quitP a luxury to spend a couple of hours iu 
noisy and often deafening conversation ~t my wagon. 
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E-rery opportunity \'ras gladly embraced in which 
I could impart iustruction to the people of the dif­
ferent Yillages around, which were inhabited hy 
Barolongs, Bamairis, and some ~ahurutsi refug_ccs 
from Kurrechanc. lily prcaclnng and speakmg 
did indeed appear to he casting seed by the way­
side er on the flinty rock; while they would gravely 
ask if I were in earnest, and believed that there was 
such a lleing as I described. It was indeed painful 
to hear them turning the theme of man's redemp­
tion and the cross into ridicule, and making a sport 
of immortality. 

The people, to please nw, would assemble on the 
sahl,ath. as I told them I could n'lt be happy with­
on t telling them alJllut tlieir souls and another 
worh.l. One day, while describing the day of judg­
mcut, several of my hearers J)xpressed great con­
ct•rn at the idea of all their cattle heiug destroyed, 
together with their ornaments. They ne,·er for 
one moment allow their thoughts to dwell on death, 
which is, according lo their views, nothing less 
than annihilation. Their supreme happiness con­
sists in ha,·ing abundance of meat. Asking a man, 
who was more grn,e and thoughtful than his com­
panions, what was the finest sight he coulcl desire, 
he instautly replied, "A great fire cowred with 
pots full of meat;" adding, " how ugly the fire 
looks without a pot !"* 

lily situation was not very well suited for study, 
among a noisy rabble and a constant influx of beg­
gars. Writing was a work of great difficulty, owing 
to the flies crowding into the iukhorn, or clustering 
round the point of the pen, and pursuing it ou the 
paper, drinking the ink as fast as it flowed. The 
night brought little relief, for as soon as the candle 
was lighted, innumerable insects swarmed around, 
so as to put it out. \Vhen I had occasion to hunt, 
in order to supply the wants of rnys,•lf and people, 
a troop of men would follow ; and as soou as a 
rhilloceros or any other animal was shot, a fire was 
made and some would he roasting, while the others 
would be cutting and tearing away at the ponderous 
carcase, which is soon dissected. During these 
operations they would exhibit all the gestures of 
l,eutheuish joy, making an uproar as if a town were 
on fire. I do not wonder that lllr. Campbell once 
remarked on a similar occasion, that from their 
noise and gestures he did not know his travelling 
companions. Having once shot a rhinoceros, the 
men surrounded it with roaring congratulation. In 
Yain I shouted that it was not d!'ad; a dozen spears 
were thrust into it, when np started the animal in 
a fury, and tearing np tl1e ground with his horn, 
made every one fly in terror. These animals were 
very numerous in this part of the country; they 
are not gregarious, more than four or lh-e being 
seldom seen together, though I once observed nine 
following each other to the water. They fear no 
enemy but man, and arc feal'less of him when 
wounded and pursued. The lion flies before them 
like a cat; the moholrn, the largest species, has 
been known even to kill the elephant, hy thrusting 
the horn into his ribs. This genus is called by the 
Bechua.nas, cl111kuru. ; and the four distinct species 
have more than once been pointed out to me \>hen 
they have ~.II been within sight, the 11whol111, /1heitl11a, 

• A rc1u~h kind of l':l.rthenw.tre made hy all the Bc>chnana 
trihes, <1.ml whieh sb.n.ls the fire W{'ll. 

and the boril,t or /1e11en_q:;a11e. * The last, though 
the smallest, with the shortest horns, :s the most 
fierce, and consequently they are the last that retire 
from popnlons regions; while the other species, 
owing to their more timid habits, seek the recesses 
of the interior wilds. 

Being in want of food, and not liking to spend a 
harassing day, exposed to a hot sun, on a thirsty 
plain, in quest of a steak, I went one uight, accom­
panied by two men, to the water whence the supply 
for the town was obtained, as well as where the 
cattle came to drink. We detennined to lie in a 
hollow spot near the fountain, and shoot the first 
object which might come within our reach. It was 
half moonlight, and rather cold, though the tlays 
were warm. \\'e remained for a couple of hours, 
waiting with gr<'at anxiety for something to appear. 
\\'e al length heard a loud lapping at the water, 
under the dark shadowy bank, within twenty yards 
of ns. "\\'hat is that?" I asked Bogachu. " Ri­
rimala," (be silent,) he said; "there are lions; 
they will hear ns." A hint was more than enough ; 
and thankful were we that, when they had drunk, 
they did not come over the smooth grassy surface 
in our direction. Our next visitors were two buf­
faloes, one immensely large. lily wagon-driver, 
lllosi, who also had a gun, seeing them coming 
directly towards us, be11gccl me to fire. I refused, 
having more dread of a \'rounded buffalo than of 
almost any other animal. He fired; and though 
the animal was severely wounded, he stood like a 
statue with his companion, within a hundred yards 
of us, for more tlian an honr, \'railing to sec ns 
move, inordcrtoattack us. \\'clay in an awkward 
position for that time, scarcely daring to whisper; 
and when he at last retired we were so stiff with 
cold, that flight wonld have been impossible had 
an attack hecn made. We then mo,·cd about till 
our blood began to circulate. Our next visitors 
were two brirafles ; one of these we wounded. A 
troop of quaggas next came : but the successful in­
stinct of the principal stallion, in snneyiug the 
precincts of the water, galloping round in all direc­
tions to catch any strange scent, and returnin" to 
the troop with a whistling noise, to announce dan';:er, 
set them off at full speed. The next was a h~o-e 
rhinoceros, which, receiving a mortal wound, d~­
parted. Hearing the approach of more lions, ,,e 
judged it hest to !caw; and after a lonely walk of 
four miles through bushes, hyenas, and jackals, we 
reached tbe Yillage, when I felt thankful, resolving 
never to hunt by night at a water-pool, till I could 
find nothing to eat elsewhere. Next day the rhino­
ceros and buffalo were found, which afforded a 
plentiful supply. • 
. While spending ten days with the Barolongs at 

Kongke, among several thousands of people, under 
the chiefs l\Iolala, lllochuara, and Gontse, I had au 
opportunity of witnessing the swiftness of some of 
the natives. Two stately giraffes having got out of 
their usual beat, came sailing along through the 
tall acacias, till, discovering the abodes of men, 
they turned their course, and were won pursued by 

"' l'-ot ha,·i ng brou~ht ,,ith m~ m r mcmoran~b. of namN, 
<"haractC"r, an<l instincts of game, I C'aii.not recall the m,me of 
tlw fourth, which is tlistingubhC'd from the klll'itlun bv the 
poi,;ition of its ears and the> formatiou of its h('ad. Thcie are 
::i.lso ot.l)"!r marks by which fhl' natini.s distinguish thc>·.:11, 
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some yonng men, who not only came up to them, !,ad been wounded by a buffalo; h€ was, according 
but were successful in killing one. This is a feat to custom, placed 011 the outside of the village till 
rarely attempted, except with a horse; and some- he should recover; a portion of food was daily sent, 
times even that animal fails to overtake them. a11d a persou appointed to make his fire for the 

During my sojonrn among this portion of that evening. The fire went out, and the helpless man, 
people, I had no little difficulty in obtaining a hear-1 uotwithstanding his piteous cries, was carried off 
ing when I wished to talk to them about their by the lion, aud devoured. Some might think that 
eternal interests. :llolala was a complete heathen, • this practice originated in the treatment of infcc­
and had obtained his l'iches, as well as his iutluence, tions discast,s, such as leprosy ; bnt the only indi­
by intl'igue and rapine. I ,ras in the habit of con- vidual I ever saw thus affected was not separated. 
eluding from facts, about which I have not deemed This disease, though often found among slaves in 
it necessary to be very minnte, that the Datlapis the colony, is unknown among the tribes in the 
were, as a people, not only very ignorant and de- interior, and therefore they haYe no name for it. 
praYcd, but exceedingly brutal: howc\'er, a short Among the different tribes congregated in this 
stay among the Barolou~>o convinced me that the wilderness part of the worlJ, the Ilahurntsian re­
latter far exceeded the former. An intelligent fugccs were the most interesting ru1d industrious. 
tranller,* who sojomncd for a time among the Ila\'ing occa.sion to mcud the linchpin of my wagon, 
Batlapis, was uot mistaken when he was obliged, I i11qmrcd for a nati\'e smith, when a respectable 
most reluctantly, to come to the conclusion, that and rather venctable man with one eye was pointed 
" the foulest blot on their character is the indif- out. Observing, from the cut of his hair, that he 
frrence with which murder is ,·iewed among them. was a foreigner, and inquiring where he practised 
It excites ,little sensation, excepting in the family his trade, I was affected to hear him reply, "I am 
of the person who has been murdered; and brings, a '.\Johurutsi, from Kurrcchane." I accompanied 
it is sai<l, no <lisgrace upon him who has committed him to his shop, in an open yanl at the back of his 
it; nor 11neasi11ess, excepting the foar of their re- house. The whole of his implements consisted of 
Ycugc. Shall we uot hesitate to assert that human two small goat-skins for bellows, some small broken 
nature is superior to the brute creation, when we pots for crucibles, a few round greenstonc bo•Jlders 
fiud among this people instances of the fact. that for his anvil, a hammer made of a small piece of 
the shc,lding of human blood, without the pretext iron, abont three-quarters of an inch thick, and 
of provocation or offence, and el'en by the basest rather more than two by three inches square. with 
treachery, has fixed no infamy upon the perpetrator a handle in a hole in the centre, a cold chisel, two 
of so awful a crime, and rarely ,lrawn upon him or three other shapeless tools, and a heap of charcoal. 
any punishment from the chief authority, an " I am not an iron-smith," he said; " I work in 
authority which the Giver of power entrusts to copper;" showing me some of his copper and brass 
mortal hands, only for the weak, and for the corn- ornaments, consisting of car-rings, ann-riu/!S, &c. 
mon good? Such, at least, arc the scntimcuts I told him I ouly wanted wind and fire. llc sat 
which they express, and snch were their replies to down hct'°ccn his two goat-skins, and puffed away. 
my questions on this subject." (Sec page 31.) lustead of using his tongs, made of 

During my stay at Kongke, an instance occurred the bark of a tree, I went for my own. "'hen he 
confirming the view of Dr. Burchell. A man was saw them he gazed in silent admiration ; he turned 
quarrelling with his wife about a very trifling them over and over; he had never seen such in­
alfair, when, iu a fit of rage, he grasped his spear, gcnuity, and pressed them to his chest, giving me a 
and laid her at his feet a bleeding corpse! Here most expressive look, which was as intelligible as, 
there were no coroners nor jury to take cognizauce ",vm yon give them to me?" i\ly work was soon 
of the fact, and he walked about without a blush, done, when he entered his hut, from which he 
while the lifeless hody was dragged out to be de- brought a piece of flat iron, begging me to pierce it 
,·ourcd by the hyena. Wheu I endeaYOtll'cd to with a number of different sized holes, for the pur­
repretlcnt to the chiefs, with whom I was familiar, pose of drnwing copper und brass wire. Hequestin& 
as old acquaintances, the magnitude of such crimes, to see the old one, it was produced, accompaniect 
they laughed, I might say, inordinately, at the by the feeliug declaration," It is from Knrrcchane." 
horror I felt for the murder of a woman hy her Having exami11cd his manner of using it, and 
own husband. I formed a tolnable idea of the thing he wanted, I 

A custom prevails among all the Bechuanas whom set to work; and finding his iron too soft for piercing 
I have visited, of removing to a distance from the holes through nearly an half-inch iron plate, I took 
towns and villages persons who have been woundc,I. the oldest of my two handsaw files to make a punch. 
Two young men, who had heen wounded hy the which I had to repair many times. After mnch 
poisoned arrows of the Bushmen, we1·c thus removed labour, aud a long time spent, I succeeded iu 
from the Kuruman. Having visited them to admi- piercing about tweuty holes, from the eighth of au 
uister relief, I made in']uirics, but could learn no inch to the thickness of a thread. Tht- moment the 
reason. except that it was a c1Lstom. This unna- work was compl;,ted, he grasped it, and !Jreaking 
tural practice exposed the often helpless invalid to out into exclamations of surprise, bounded OY<·r the 
great danger; for, if not well attended during the fence like an autelope, and danced about the village 
night, his paltry little hut, or rather shade from the like a mcrry-andrew, exhihiting his tl'<"asnre to 
sun and wind, would he assailed by the hyena or every one, a11d asking if they e\'cr saw anything 
lion. A catastrophe of this kind occurred a short like it. Next day I told him that, as we were 
time before my arrival among the Barolongs. The brothers of one trade (for, among the Africans, arts, 
son of one of the principal chiefs, a flue young man, though in their infa11cy, ha Ye their secrets too), he 

• Dr. Ilnrchell. mu-t show me the whole process of melting copper, 
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making brass. and drawing wire. The broken pot of the Bauangketsi. They were still ruore snr­
or crucible, containing a quantity of copper and a prised wheu he told them that he had broken an 
little tiu, was presently fixed in the centre of a established law of his people, which would not 
charcoal fire. He then applied his bellows till the permit the king to !care his own dominions, but 
contents were fused. lie had previously prepared that his ma.rtia! appearance among them was on 
a heap of sand, slightly adhesive, and by thrusting de,igus of peace, for his sole object was to induce 
a stick, about two-eighths of an inch in diameter, me tO accompany him to his capital. He remained 
like the ramrod of a musket, obliquely into this two days, dnring which I had much interesting 
heap, he made holes, into which he poured the con- conversation with him, \Jut could not, from want of 
tents of his cmcihle. He then fixed a rouml, smooth time, accede to his urgent request to accompany him 
stick, about three feet high, haviug a split iu the to his own country. lie referred, with much ap­
top, upright in the ground, when, takiug out his parent pleasure, to my visit to his late father, and 
rods of brass, he beat them out on a stone with his expressed an earnest desire that I should go and 
little hammer, till they were about the eighth of an live ,~ith him and his people. lie had purchased 
inch square, occasionally softening them in a small one horse, and stolen another from an individual 
flame, made by buming grass. Having reduced who had visited him; and wishing to appear before 
them all to this thickness, he laid the end of one on me in trousers, had got a pair made of some shape, 
a stone, and rnhhed it to a point with another stone, begging I would supply him with better, a request 
in order to introduce it through the largest hole of which was granted. The Barolongs were so suspi­
his iron plate; he then opened the split in the up- cious of the visit of such a great mau, that they 
right stick to hold fast the end of the wire, when I could not feel comfortable until they had heard that 
he forced the plate and wire round the stick with a he lia,l passed the l\lolapo, the boumlary of his 
lever-power, frequently ruhhiug the wire with oil kingdom; they then came and ga,•e me the credit 
or fat. The same operation is performed each time, 11 did not deserve, of preventing his fierce warriors 
making the point of the wire smallei· for a less hole, from destroying their villages, and taking their 
tit! it is reduced to the size wanted, which is somL~ cattle. llis last words were, " Trust me as JOU 
times about that of thick sewing-cotton. The wire I trusted my father." 
is, of course, far inferior in colour and quality to After ten weeks' sojourn among this people, \ThO 
our brass ,rirc. These native smiths, however, showed me no little kindness, I prepa1·ed to return 
eviuce great dexterity in working ornaments from home; and on the sabbath collected all, and gave 
copper, brass, and iron.* them my concluding address, on the importance of 

When I had thus assisted the old man. and be- believing the gospel of mercy. After a thirsty 
come sociable, I talked to him about the power of journey I reached home, with a heart filled with 
knowledge; explaining the bellows and other me~ gratitude to God for the comforts I enjoyed, and 
chanical improvements, which insure accuracy as the progress I had made in the language, dnring 
wdl as save time and labour. To this he listened these months of a semi-sa,·agc life. In that country 
with great attention; hut when I introdueed divine it was not theu easy to convey letters, owing to a 
subjects, man's misery, and man's redemption, he dangerous desert path, and the tribes lidng in 
looked at me with mouth dilated, and asked, " A constant suspicion of each other. It was no un­
ga u morihi pula ?" Art thou a rain-maker? This common thiug in those days for ambassadors never 
man had also an interesting son and daughter, to to return, and for trading parties to he entirely cut 
whom I often spoke, as well as to some others, in off. Postmen and carriers were, therefore, not 
social converse, which I hoped and prayed might easily found, though they were safe if known to 
be hlesseil; hut what became of these Bahurutsian belong to us. I have more than once found it dif­
families I never knew. ficult to convince a messenger that the letter would 

Some time after my arrival among these Baro- not say a word to him on the road; and part of a 
longs, cel'tain people came from the Bauangketsi, journal and a letter to l\lrs. l\l. were thrown away 
who, on seeing me, expressed a strong desire that I from this superstitious notion. 
should visit their king, Schegue, the son of l\lakaha. A remarkable providence was observable in this 
I explained why I could not comply at that time, visit to the Barolongs. Immediately on my return 
and sent a small present. A fortuight aftel', while to the station, the news reached us that a mal'auding 
sitting w1·iting in my wagon, the hne-and cry was party had proceeded from the Orange River to the 
raised that an enemy was appl'oachiug, when mauy northward, and fell on the people, among whom I 
fled, leaving the village with fow inhabitants. I had lived, and they, iu consequence, fled to the Ka­
did not like the idea of leaving my wagon and other lagare desert with the loss of much cattle. The 
property after their example, and sat waiting to see distance at which they had passed and repassed to 
who the enemy was, ,vhen presently Schegue, with the north of our station, and the feebleness of the 
two hundred warriors, fine-looking men, emerged party, excited no alarm among- the Knrnman people. 
from a thicket of acacias, and the trembling inha- The following is a sketch of the lelwka, or Bechu­
hiL~nts wel'e amazed to obsene the chieftain, whom ana milk-sack, referred to in the present work, and 
they newr saw hcfore, come and salute rue in a is made of the hide of an ox, or that of a quagga, 
way which pro,·ed that we were old acquaintances. which is said to give the milk a better flavour. 
I walked into the village with him and his men, to The strongest part of the skin is selected, and 
the no small astonishment of its owners, who drew stretched on the grnuud with wooden pegs; and 
near, out of breath with their flight, to see the king when it has become hard, the hairy side is scraped 

smooth with a small iron adz,', cut, and sewed into 
the shape as represented. After heiag soaked with 
water, it is filled with sweet milk, which, in wai'ID 

"' Specimc>ns of the wire, a hammer, and thC' plate, may he 
seen in the ~lissiona.rv .Musl!urn, Mission llouse, lllomficld-
~1rcet, Finsbury. • 
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weather, or 011 being exposed to the snn, soon be­
comes sour. The spii;ot at the bottom is to draw 
off the whey, when more milk is ,uldecl. The 
thick sonr milk, thus prcpal'ed, is ,·cry agrecalile 
nnd wholesome, and will keep a long time. These 
sacks do not last loug, especially if used for water: 
and by them it is easy for us to uudcrstauJ the old 
leather bottles of scripture, into which new wine 
was not to be put. 

CIIAPTEH XXVII. 
Change of prospccts---Startling intelli!:j:ence-Distrncting cir .. 

cumstauces-...~journ at Griqua Town-Heturn Lo the station 
-llcv. Uichard Milcs·s visit-Population. scattered-Plea­
sing indi"ations- Another commando-Audacity of the 
ent!my-Thcir purposes UefeatcJ-Trcalmcnt of the prison· 
en-Another horde or banditti-An anxious S;ibUath-A 
flag of truce 1-A parley with the enemy-Mr. and Mrs. 
Archbell arrive-The power of conscience-Pacific results 
-A ma.s;acre-Divine retribution. 

gathcl'cd around 11s; aud il is i1npossihlc to look 
back aud re-peruse the lctt<!rs and journals written 
at lhc lime, without feeling over again, nlmost all 
lhc painful sclf-<lcnial which we were called to ex­
ercise on tliat occasion. 

Of lhe natnl'e and extent of the attack of the 
llcl'g-euaal's on Gri,1ua Town, w~ had received amole 
info1·111ation, but saw no reason to feel anv alai·m 
for the safety of our owu 1uission, as they could 
have uo such grounds for attacking om· people. \V c 
ha<l scal'ccly dcspatcheJ a letter to the Dil'cclol's, 
informin9 them that the state of the mission was 
encounig111g, when a letter was received from l\11'. 
Wl'ight, the content, of which were certainly of a 
very startling char-Jeter. Ilc assul'c<l us that it was 
the dct(•rmination of the Jlcrg,·uaars to come direct 
to lhc Kuruman, in order to obtain the ammnnitiou 
which we possessed, take Olli' pl'operty, mill destroy 
the station. Such a repol'I, from such a source, 
\'t•ry naturally terrified the Ikchuanas; all was 
cousternatiou, all ul'gcd ns to be gone, declaring 
that they would uol ruu th~ risk, whether "'c did 
or not. It was more ca,y for them than for us to 
flee. We were weary of flights, we had bee11 greatly 
impo\'erisbed by them, and to remove three mis­
sionaries, am! two of their families, was a serious 
matter. Knowing well tbe character of the dt'spc­
radoes, and thei1· ohjeet, in the late attack on 
Griqua Town, after prayerfully considering the 
subje~t, we could not perceive our situation to be so 
perilous as .Mr. Wright appeared to suppose, and 
acconlingly wrote to him that it was our determi­
tion to remain. \\'c concluded, tliat, in the event 
of their arrival, we should in all probability he:i.r 
of their approach iu sufficient time to allow of our 
safe escape. \Ye 1,aturally made some allowance 
fur the fears of lllr. Wright, "·ho had but lately 
come to the country, and expcri<'nced but few of 
those alarms with which we had become familiar. 
Our reply was immeJiately followed by a solemn 
assurance from 1'Ir. Wright, that an attack on our 
station was determined and certain, and that the 
couscquences would he dreadful, as it was the in­
tention of the bauditti lo take our lives; and his 

OuR prospects were now beginning to brighten. urgent a(!Yice was to remove to Griqua Town with­
Several thousands of the natives had eongl'e!!ated out a moment's delay, aud not to uepend on the 
11ear us on the opposite side of the valley. They Griquas for farther informatiou, as no one could be 
were becomin~ more settled in their miuds. They fouud willing to travel in such times. \\'aterboer 
would collect m the diflcrcnl divisions of the town, also sent an express to me at the same time, stating 
where we visited them, and the public attendance his own, as well as l\Ir. W.'s very great anxiety on 
at the station daily increased. The school also was our account, and their astouishruenl at our temerity. 
better attended. We ha<l for a long time past been These reports, which we could not hide froru the 
hovering on ll,i! wings of suspcuse, but now fell as natives, were to them like the sounding tocsin. Our 
if we could Jabour iu hope; and though we could situation was now really distressing, and to remove 
see nothing like a chauge in any one, or even ob- at this time, was one of the harJest things we had 
sen·ccl real attention, nevertheless we fell a persua- e\'er had to encounter. \Ve could not help doubting 
siou that we should soon hear the voice of the turtle the correctness of the hackneyed report, which had 
iu the land. so often died away in our ears, that the marauders 

Our pleasure was augmented by the return of;\lr. would attack us. We were the more distracted, as 
and ;\Jrs. Hughes, from the colony, greatly im- we had just before been indulging the most pleasing 
proved iu health. We had begun to hope that the hopes with regard to the st.reugth of our mission; 
e,,ufusiou and every eYil work which had prevailed • a.nd !llothibi was 011 the point of removing his town 
iu all pnrts of the country, bad, like every other close to our station, in order to unite with us, nnd 
display of the nncontrolled passions of mau, passed cultivate the valley below. The natives being now 
their zenith, and were fast disappearing, with their panic-struck, with iudcscribable reluctance we 
unfonnnate actors, who were falling, one after an- packed up some of our most valuable articles iu 
oth~r, in their unhallowed enterprise. But, alas! our wagons, and departed in the beginning of Sep• 
while thus congratulating ourselves, a sudden cloud tember, li:,aving some confidential persons in charge 
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of the station and remaining property. I still feel their subdued condition might for a time prostrat 
as if I yet gazed on the l:lechuanas leaving their their patriotism, we were well aware that should 
towns iu despair, and therefore, as is usual, in flames, we connh·e at the Griqnas settling down in th,•ir 
to iudicate that they would never return to a spot country, it would eventually bring upon us a load 
where they couhl neither rest nor sleep. We Wl'nded ()f oblo,p1y, when they found themselves viewed as 
our weary way along the desert path, aud after a subordinate, iu what was once their own territory. 
most melancholy journey of five days, arrh·ed at The reasonahleness of our ohjcctions to the plan 
Griqua Town. It was hard work to travel, when was quite app'.lrent to Mr. l\liles, and as l\lr. W. 
we could net resist the feeling that every step was greatly needed eounsel as well as assistance at this 
unnecessary; and we should certainly have re- jnncturc, ;\Jr. ;\). cordially agreed that l\l r. Hughes 
mained at Daniel's Knil, but from the conviction should remoYc to Griqua To,.-n to share his 
that the friends at Griqua Town, who had expressed labours. 
such solicitude, would he disappointed ifwe stopped Accompanied by ;\Jr. ;\]iles we returned to the 
short of that place. We of course took with us Kurnman with no little satisfaction, though mingled 
what ammunition we had, lest it might be either an with sadness, for onr circumstances were uot of a 
object of the cupidity of the one party, or neci,ssary character to excite pleasure. Half of our oxen and 
for the defence of the other. \\' c had scarcely nearly all our cows were dead, we ,vere too poor to 
arrived and heard the whole of the reports, wh,·n purchase more, not a quart of milk on the station, 
we sincerely regreu,,d having come, and felt ex- and what was worse, nearly all onr people gone. 
tremely anxious to return, as we saw nothing but Heaps of ashes, where crowds once lived, who lint 
starvation before us. Our oxen and cows were for these reports would ha..-e been there still; we 
dying for want of grass, aud we possessed no means felt as ifwe could never forgive ourselves for ha,·ing 
of olitaining supplies from the colony. There was tied, and resoh·ed afresh to resnme our labours 
no possibility of ascertaining the tmth of the tlaily among the few poor who had remained on the sta­
report.s, as these were obtained from strolling Bush- tion, and who were on the increase. 
men, and others, who might visit the place, either I The visit of the Rev. Hichard !\Jiles, which was 
for a morsel of food, or as some supposed, to spy the ostensibly a visit of mercy to the Griquas, was sen­
place, and on their veracity no dependeuce could be sihly felt to he one of comfort to us, in our isolated 
placed. One of these unfortnnate beings, in order and distracted position. Having made himself ac­
to make him tell the trnth, received a severe casti- quainted with all the affairs of the station, he 
gation ; when he did tell a fine tale indeed, that, in suggested the very great importance of preparing 
a late aili'ay, .Jan l:lloom and other distinguished something like h) mns in the l!Uti,·e language, which 
indh·iduals bad been killed, which though a perfect being constantly snng, the great truths of salvation 
falsehood, he knew wonld diffuse unmiugled plea- I would become imperceptibly written on the minds 
sure; and though he himself was put in irons, he I of the people. This was very J.esirable, as we had 
sueceeded in making his escape soon afterwards. hitherto used only Dutch hymns; but the thing 
One day it was reported the enemy were at the ' appeared premature, from my limited knowledge of 
door; another, that half of them were dead, and I the languaf!e; howewr, at his request, I made the 
the rest scattere,l for want of food. Thus it con- attempt, and the first hymn ever ,vritten in the lan­
tinued, ancl we should have returned, had it not gnage is one of the many now in extensive use. 
been for the conviction of some that it was safer The arri,·al of the spelling-books, &c., at the same 
for the mission families to he to;;ether. But for all time, enabled us to commence a school in the Se­
to stay was unnecessary, and :llr. llamilton, having ehuana. This was the dawning of a new era ou 
no family, returned first to the station. 111 r. and , onr n11ss1011. The station had suffered, and we our-
1\lrs. Hughes followed; and I should have accom- 1 seh-es bad suffered so much in mind and body from 
panied them, but a letter arriving from l\Tr. ;\Jiles, ! remornls, fiights, and the waut of eornmon ueces­
the Society's superintendent, apprising us of his I saries, that we rernh-cd, through Jiviue aid, to 
near approach, l\lr. Wright, being very unwilling ! remain by our post, let the consequences be what 
to be left alone, I remained till J\Ir. l\I.'s arrival : th,·y might. lllr. lllilcs, whose generous contlurt, 
with the kind provision made for the Griquas by , and brntherly faithfulness, had endeared him tu all 
the friends at Cape Town. This diffused a degree I the missionaries in the country, n•turnecl, and we 
of cheerfulness o,·er the public mind, but many . pursued our labours, which had now, with few in­
we,·c dispiritecl, and l\lr. \\'right very earnestly terruptions, been carried on for t<>n years without 
rccommernled the Griquas joining the Bechuana any fruit. 
mission, placing them on one side of the Kurmnan Our circumstances were now like those of the 
vall,·y, while the Aborigines should OCl'n)Jy the mariner after a storm, his ship dismantled, and 
other, aud there Ly save both missions. This plan nearly all his companions gone; but ncn this was 
at first sight was very plausible, bnt as we were a state of peace and plearnre compared with the 
better aeqnainkd with the dispositions of the two past. \\'e could not however persuade ourselws 
pa1·ties, we could not accede to the opinion of l\lr. that this warfare was owr, or that onr faith had 
W. and the good people of Griqua Town, "that it been rnfliciently tried. We knew that the darkest 
was not only advisable, bnt absolutely necessary to )l<'riocl of the night was the hm,r which prceeded 
the continuation of the two missions, that a junc- 1 the dawn of day, but we could not help fearing that 
tion of the missions take place." The Bechnanas, the hour, which to us had been gloomy indeed, 
though unable to defend their country against enc- . might become darker still. \\" e had been taught 
rnies who possessed both fire-arms and horses, were ; hy painful experi<'nce, not lo trust to onr own un­
neverthcless extremdy jealous of e,·ery encroach- derstandings, neither to put confidence in an arm of 
ment on the domains of their ancestors, and howeYer I flesh, hut to trust in the right hand of the l\lost 
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High, and therefore such was the state of our minds, people, ai;d even had our rcsonrces been withdrawn, 
that we felt perfectly resigned to every distress, and we were confident of ,Ii vine interf.:,rence iu our be­
eveu death itself, iu the cause in which we were I half. It was at this time, uuder these feeling~, and 
engaged. These were the chastened results of past with the prospect of peace, that l\lr. Hamilton, my 
trials. veteran fellow-lahonrer, found it necessary, after 

The Gri,1uas were rent with internal 11iscord, his long career, to visit the caast for the first time, 
and the united force of the four chiefs which drove and accordiugly left us iu February, 1828. 
back the overwhelming enemy from Lithako, was In the mouth of l\larch, a party of Corannas 
now ilidded into four separate interests. \\'att,rbocr passed into the i11tcrior, and .Jan Karse hearing that 
did not recei,·e either the sanction or support from a brother of his wife was amoug them, intercepted 
the colonial government which he deserved, and the party at a distance, and accompanied by Aaron, 
was therefore unable to defeml either himself or succeeded in dissuading them from their wicked, as 
others. without suitable resources. The Batlapis well as dangerous, attempt to proceed to the Bau­
and those hy whom we were surrounded, and con- angketsi. Karse left them to deliheratc, and iu the 
cerning whom we had b~gun to hope, ha,·ing been course ofa few days, to our amazcmeut, they entered 
thus exposed to incessmt alarms and losses, despair- our station, and sat themselves down on the out­
ing of help from any <]Uartcr, tied first to the Bush- skirts of the village. We did not like their hau~hty 
meu territory, and then to the Yellow River, whence and menacing aspect. They spoke and acted as it" 
some have never returned. There were fragments their expedition was one of harmless enterprise. 
of tribes scattered in the country, and these by de- Two days passed without much 5uspicion on our 
grees collected around ns. Among these, a corn- part, while they rambled about in the village, with 
paratively new soil, we contiuned our labours, and perfect confidence, among people whose near rela­
fruitless as the past hatl bceu, we felt when address- tions they bad first plundered, and then murdered 
ing the people, as if we were thrown some years in cold blood only a few days p•·evious. They were 
back. treated with kiudness, everything being avoided 

Jan Karsc, a G ri<pia of no party, and a peaceable which might give offence. Andries Bloom, Karse's 
man, having heard that his relative Jan Bloom was brother-in law, stated his fears, that an attack on 
threatening to attack us, left his farm in the BtL,h- the place, for the few cattle we had, was contem­
man country, and removed for a time to our station, platctl. A sleepless and watchful night ensued. On 
with the twofold object of ha Ying his children edn- the following morning, Karse went to their camp 
cated, aud endeavouring to prevail on the Blooms, again and again, using eYery argument and entreaty 
shoultl they come, to abandon their project. This which he could conceive, to induce them to depart 
was to us quite nnexpeckd, for we hat! long ceased in peace. After this they appeared auxious to con­
t" look to man for aid, b11t we were deeply thankf'u.J vince every one that their intentions were pacific. 
for such :m interposition, as we cherisbed the hope, The plot, howcve1·, was more deeply laid during 
that h:s arrival would deter the marauders from the subsequent night. In the morning, Karse took 
such au attack. his wife with him, being an influential woman, and 

At this period the numher of inhabitants on onr the sister of Bloom, their chief. They pleaded hard, 
station amo,mted to about fifty famiiies, fron, seven bnt pleaded in vain, and Karte was ordered in the 
ditforcnt tribes, who had made the spot an asylum, most threatening language to be gone. Fearing 
when plundered and driven from their own aboclcs. the menaces of such desperadoes, he retired, while 
Pol'erty made them willing to labour, and they be- his wife, who was three times his own size, nobly 
c:ime useful auxiliaries to us in the buildings and walked close behind him to prevent his being shot. 
outward improvem~nts. l\lr. Hughes's temporary The marauders then sprang into a kind of natural 
house beiug unoccupied, we turued it into a chapel, entrenchment, or rather heap of stones, within a 
where we put up onr hnmhle pulpit, On the follow- few yards of our houses, and shook their clubs at 
ing day, when we were about to occupy it, we found us with savage ferocity. Andries Illoom and his 
a cobra de capcllo serpeut had al ready taken pos- sister took refuge in our house with my wife aml 
sessiou, whieh to some minds might have been an family. It was now nearly noon, and the cattle 
ominous event, The day-school hegan to cheer onr were lowing to get out to water and pasture. It 
drooping spirits, to which we added one in the was with diflicnlty I could prevent our people from 
eveuing, having abont forty scholars in each, and attacking the enemy; though we had not more than 
some we heard be~an to pray! The attendance on five men on the place who could use a gun, while 
public worship was good, aml the introduction of they had forty, independent of Bushmen with 
singing hymns in the lanf,rnagc, only three in num- bows and arrows. As the pe.ople would not permit 
her, produced a very pleasing effect on the savage me to go to the inmders, I stood half-way between 
mind, and no less so on our own, though we could them anti my own house, where one of their number 
not discover any inwrought feeling produced by the met me, and conveyed several messages to and fro. 
preae.hing of the gospel. They at last told me also to be gone, or they would 

One mission-house had been finished, another shoot me. Until now I had been a\Jle to restrain 
was raised as high as the beams, and though we had the men ou the station, who were exasperated to 
faith to take joyfully the spoiling of our goods, and the last degree hy a people whom they had conn­
to expend our lives, yet as the friends at home were selled, assisted, and fed, though they had imhrued 
beginning to despair of success, we did not like to their h~nds in the blood of some dear relatives, 
expend any more money. I remember when it was whose spoils were in their possession. At this mo­
signified to us, though not o!Hcially, that the aban- ment a shot was fired into the centre of the villag1•, 
donmcnt of the mission was in contemplation, we a second hall weut over my head. I walked slowly 
felt onr souls at once rivetted to the country and towards my house, to show, that if they ditl intend 

------------------------------------·-- ---------
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to shoot me, I did not think so. Aaron, and a small 
party who were looking on at a short distance, 
hearing the shots, instantly came up, and by his 
intrepidity they were driYen from their shelter, 
while those who had already \Jegnn to plunder the 
other end of the village, fled, and all leaving their 
effects, made the best of their way to the mountains; 
some were killed on the plain, and not a rnan would 
have escaped had it not been for the humanity of 
our people, who would willingly have spared all, 
aud therefore instantly gave up the pursuit. Five 
men were captured and brought to my house, not 
to turn that into a prison, but only to be fed, to sit 
without either locks or doors, secure from rudeness 
or danger. This was another woe passed, and 
though we could not help shuddering at the loss of 
life. it was impossible to feel otherwise than thank­
ful for the dcJi,.erance. It was afterwards discovered 
that the enemy had resolutely determined to kill, as 
well as steal, and set the place on fire, which they 
used their utmost exertions to accomplish. Having 
heard that this party had, in their course, delibe­
rately murdered all the unoflcuding natives who 
had fallen into their hands, I inquired of the pri­
soners after they had been some time with ns, if 
their minds never revolted at such crimes, as deli­
berately killin~ innocent females and children, who 
possessed notlung to tempt their cupidity, but who 
had cheerfully served them with wood and water. 
I shall never forget the reply of one who, after 
sitting some minutes motionless in deep reflection, 
said, "i\Iynhccr, the heart of man is a wonderful 
thing; thereis nothingwhich it cannot do. Custom 
makes even murder a plaything." This was in­
deed having a seared conscience, or being past 
feeling, and be, like many others, was unmoved by 
any conviction of the enormity of such crimes. 
These men were afterwards sent home to their 
friends, evidently struck by the kindness which had 
been shown them, and which we hoped might han 
a beneficial influence upon their minds. Some time 
after, when we were supposing it not improbable 
that the relations of the defeated might seek re­
venge, we were informed by an individual from 
their neighbourhood, that their chief had sharply 
repro,·ed them for so daring an attempt on a mis­
sionary station, adding, "that the results were such 
as they might have expected." 

Soon after this affair, some of the subordinate 
chiefs of the Batlapis signified their wish to return 
to the Kurnman, which they accordingly did. It 
is also worthy of notice that the distan~ villagers, 
by taking refuge on our station, became acquainted 
with the character and motives of the missionary, 
and were often led to listen to the l(Ospcl of salva­
tion, preached, though very imperfectly, in their 
OW!! language; and although many at first exhibited 
the barrenness of their miuds by the wildness and 
vacam·y of their countenances, yet the glimmering­
rays of light then imparted were the precursors of 
brighter days. 1 t was reviving to see, in those 
tmuhlous and distracted time5, the attendaucc in­
crease; and gradually an unrcmittcd and rivcttcd 
attention marked the sa\Jlc audience. Before this 
time I had commenced, 011 the forenoo11 of the 
sabliath. catechising the children an,! adults on the 
first principles of the go,ptl, reading a chapter out 
of a manuscript tra11slation of Luke. From the 

unexpected increase of labour, and being alone, it 
was not easy to make either additions to the trans­
lations, or solid advances in the language. 

The aspect of general affairs continued pacific 
for nearly two mouths. The state of the Griqua 
country assumed an appearance which we regartled 
as the precursor of permanent peace. J udgment 
had overtaken many of the marauders, a11d the re­
mainder were comparatively scattered. \\'hen the 
mind was beginning to feel at lilicrty to contem­
plate the pleasing results of peace and the gospel 
on the tribes now comparatively shorn of the bar­
barous dignity which had marked by-gone years, 
the approach of another commando from the Orange 
Hiver was announced. The country to the north­
west, all along the course of former marauders, 
being swept of inhabitants, we were not aware of 
our dangc,· till they had advanced within eight 
miles of our station. They would in all proba­
bility have entered our ,·illage unawares bnt for 
the following circumstance. Two men, a woman, 
and boy were returning from a distance, with two 
pack oxen laden with skins, which they bad gone 
to barter. These were seized, the men and women 
were dragged on one side to be despatched with 
clubs, but the boy was spared to guide them to onr 
station : he made his escape during the night, and 
gave us information. Next day, the sabbath, Au­
gust 10th, 1828, all was confusion, as we were eYery 
hour expecting an attack. A slt-epless and aux ious 
night followed. A watch had been set. bnt from 
the extreme darkness of the night, nothing conld 
be seen till morning, when it was discovered from 
the spoor of horses, that some of the enemy had 
come Yery near to reconnoi u·e. This was a trying 
season, for it was too evident from what the boy 
had overhear,!, that they were strong, and that they 
were determined to attack the station. .Jan Karse 
and family having returned to his farm, fifty miles 
distant, some weeks previous, we had very few meu 
able to use a gun, and only two of these on whom 
we could depend. "'e were weak indeed, and to 
save our cattle, we sent them off with some men to 
the wide wildemess, in the Bushman cotu,try. We 
were consoled to know tliat an omnipotent J e­
hovah saw our condition, that He conld defend by 
many or by few, a11d coul,l so order and overrule 
atlairs as cYe11 to prevent uloodshed. For this my 
dear partner and I united again and again in 
fervent !-,1pplication to JJim who had said, " Call 
upon me iu the time of trnublc, and I will deliver.'" 
Our souls sickened at the idea of seeing the ground 
of the mission station dnd with human blood, and 
we felt a strong persu;sion that it would be pre­
nnted. Another night, in which infants only 
could forget their cares and fears, passed by. 
Early next morning the commando emerged from 
behind a rising g:rnund, where they hacl passed the 
night, within half a mile of the place. The enemy 
seeing the so called entrenchments full of people, 
ancl that their approach was discovered, had no 
altemative bnt to advance. The confused rabble 
of horse and infantry came on, cYincing all the 
pageantry of sluggish pomp. I had previously 
ordered, begged, and entreated that no one should 
fire, as it was not likely that they would gallop 
into the place, but leave them to expeud their 
ammunition on the hillocks of stone. I stood with 
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my telescope on one of these hillocks, to sec whHher could eat venison ; that for my own part I had uo 
I could recognise auy of the party, as we had been intention to use an) .ither weapon than prayer to 
informed that there were several rebel Griqnas God; but I would not ~ouch for what the people 
among them. When they came within gun-shot on the station might <lo; that I was the teacher of 
they sheered off to the river, where they inter- some, but the master of none. Jantye came slowly 
C<'ple<l some cattle belouging to our people, and a hack again, a.s if unwilling to tell his message. It 
few sheep the property of l\lr. llan1iltion, while a was, that Paul was resolute in his determination 
number went to the tops of the heights to look not to s,·e me. At this moment a wagon appeared 
around for more booty. ,re counted their force, in sight; and foaring it might he some one from 
amounting to forty muskets, uine horses, and about Griqua Town, who of course would be instantly 
ninety men, among whom were a numlicr of Griquas despatched, I rose, aud wa.s proc~ediug to meet it, 
wl'll dressed. as it hat! lo pass the camp of the handitti. Jantye 

After debating for about an hour, a man was sent prevented my going. I then seut a wan, who, on 
with a flag,-a rag suspended on the end of a rod. passing the camp, was taken prisoner. \\'hen oh­
To preYent his seeing the weakness of the place, I ser.-ing some of the party should,,riug their guns, 
met him at a distance. He <lid not hesitate to ac- aud approaching the wagon, I got up, and said to 
knowledge that it was their intention to attack the Jantye, " I shall not see your face till the wagon 
place for purposes of revenge, and that Jantyc aud its owners arc safe on the station." lie in­
Goeman, one of the principal men, though not the £tantly ran off, and brought the wagon through the 
chief, begged first to have an interview with me at party; when, to our pkasing surprise, we found 
their camp, and the favour of apiece of tobacco. I that our visitors were l\lr. aud :\lrs. Archbell, from 
refused to go to their camp, but engaged to meet the W eslcyan mission at Platberg. 
him half way, if he was unarmed. After a long Their safe arrival was a cause of gratitude, but 
pause this was agreed to, wheu he advanced, and the great point was yet undecided. I again met 
was soon followe,I by two more, the most ruffian- my half-way delegates; when, after a long con­
like beings I ever beheld. I went, accompanied ,·ersation with Jantye, and another mess~ge to 
by Aaron, and approaching Jantye Goeman, whom Paul, he made his appearance, slowly and sadly, as 
I knew well, he having been separated from the if following a friend to execution, or going himself 
church of Griqua Town while I was there, he to he slain. His face appeared incapable of a 
drew near with his hat drawn over his eyes, and smile. Taking his hand, as that of an old friend, 
without looking me in the face, heh! out his hand. I expressed my surprise that he, who kucw me, and 
I said to him, ·• Jantye, let me see your face; yon who once listened to the message of salvation from 
may well blush that your old frieud should fiud my lips, should come with such a force for the 
you in so horrible a position, among a people <le- express purpose of rooting out the mission. I re­
termincd on the dcstrnction of a mi.siouary station." fcrrcd him to the time when, more than once, I had 
" I am dumb with shame," was his reply, and he slept at the door of his hut, and partaken of his 
then manufactnrcd an excuse for his being found hospitality. lie replied, that his purposes were 
among such company, adding that he would rather • 1111alterahlc, because, more than a year ago, a body 
defend my person than see a weapon raised against of his men, who had passed into the interior to 
me. He tben informed me that there were sc,eral take cattle from the Harolougs, were attacked by 
other llergenaars, desperate characters. among ;'\lothibi's p,•ople; and that although l\Iothibi was 
them; hut the head of'the commando was oue Paul, fled, many of his subjl'Cts and the Hatlaros were on 
chief of the Karos-hehhers ;" intimating that it the station. His eyes glared wi1h fury as he said, 
was necessary for me to see him before we conhl " I shall ha,·e their blood and their cattle too !" 
come to any understanding; for I found Jantyc People in this co11111ry can scarcely conceive how 
was not!'mpowered to make arrangements. Ju fact, difficult, not to say sometimes, how impossible it is, 
he appeared embarrassed; his countenance tlis- to argue with such characters, for ~orne will not 
playing a hidden conflict, and \Jeing the in,lcx of hear; but Paul could argue; and ha,-ing once 
guilt. lie assured me that to obtain an interview listenccl to my voice with pleasure, lhc long time 
with Paul was out of the qnestiou, for ever since ..,-hich had elapsed had not clfacecl the impressions 
he had left home he had being vowing that he made by the visit and presence of a teacher. Al­
would rather die than exchange one word with me, though I was not preaching, I spoke with great 
or see my face. Perfectly unable to conceive how solemnity, asking him if the bleached bones on the 
I had become so odious in the eyes of any one, I Barolong and Kalagare plains, the souls his clubs 
made many inquiries, and at length learned, that and spears had hurried iuto eternity since he left. 
this Paul was one to whom I ha,! preached the home, and the innocent blood with which he had 
gospel, and he had sworn not to see me, lest I stained the desert but a few days ago, were not 
should succeed in persuading him to abandon his sufficient to glut his revenge ; or, rather, to make 
intentions of mmdcr and rapine. Afler many en- him tremble for the jndb'lneuts which such a career 
treaties, I got Jantye to go and invite Paul, while would certainly bring upon himsdf and his people, 
I remained ou the spot. During his absence, one and which had all'eatly begun to be po!.lred out on 
of the two forbidden characters who continued near the blood-b'llilty tribes of the Orange Hiver? After 
me, remarked in a growling ton~, that I had better having talked to him fol' some time in this strain, 
get out of the way, and let the commando <lo with I Legged him to call to mind his first aud only visit 
the Kafirs (llechuanas) as they pleased. To this I tome while with Africaner; anti his declaration, at 
replied, that they must first kill garuc before they a subse1p1ent pcl'iod, that he and his people were 

• A Coranna trihc so called. Reference is ma<le to this lcaviug, becansc it was rumoured that Africancr 
man in page ,o. was about to rcmoYe from the country, in which 
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his presence had been the houd of union; eutreat- ' nothing on him but his shoes, havhw cut off his 
ing him to compare his state. of mind at that time clo(lics to expedite his escape from a "catastrophe, 
with what it was now. Tlns had scarcely passed which had destroyed nearly all his compauions. 
my lips, V'hcn he onlered his men to go and bring From his statement it appeared that the party 
the cat:lc which had been taken from our people, reached the l\lolapo, and had taken a drove of cattle, 
and added, that he would not go a step farther, but when they wandered from their course and came 
return by the way he came. In the course of a in contact with the subjects of a powerful chief of 
subsequent couversation, I inquin•d why he was so the llatlapis. One of these, a man of influence, 
determined on not seciug me. " I could not forget they shot. The news -,,-as instantly conveyed to 
your kiodues_s to rne in ~amaqua-la~cl," was the ~cad-quarters: a plan was laid, by which they fell 
reply. In this the reflcctmg reader will observe a mto an ambuscade, whence only nine narrowly 
fresh instance of the omnipotence of love, even escaped with their lives, leaving their all behind. 
amoug the most barbarous of the hum:rn race. This was among the last efforts of the hordes of 

Affairs being settled. and the cattle returned, the ruthless dcsperndoes, who had for five years been 
principal men wc1·~ allowed to ~ome to my house sc'.1ttering, throughout the tribes, devastation, fa. 
unarmed; but no one was permitted ~o approach mrne, and death, excepting Jan llloom, who re­
the intreuchments, lest they should chscovcr that moved to the eastward. and made repeated but 
the timid natives they saw there were only a mock unsuccessful attacks on the people of l\Ioselekatse. 
display of power: for, from the great numbers on They had filled up their cup of iniquity: there was 
the station, they concluded that it was strong. no power either to arrest or overthrow them: 
When evening clrew on, and they were about to human attempts only fanned the flame of discord: 
retire to their camp, they begged of me, in the the Almighty sent forth his blast upon them, and 
humblest language, uot to ~llow the 13echuanas to they were made to drink of the bitter cup they had 
attack them during the mght; wheu I assured themselves poured out to others. The llnshmen, 
them that they might sleep in perfect safety. They pestilence, prodigality, and beasts of prey, deprived 
said that such had been their terrors of conscience them of their thonsands of cattle; disease and famine 
for nights past, that a hyena or jackal had been thinned their camps; till at length, iu places which 
enongh to frighten them from their rendezvous. had echoed with the shouts of sayage triumph over 
This was the language of those who had heard the slaughtered tribes, and the noises of rude revelry 
gospel, and some of whom had once made a pro- and debauch, nothing is heard but the howl of the 
fossiou of faith in the Son of God. Thus " do the hyena, as an appropriate funeral dirge over th~ re­
wicked !lee when no man pursueth." mains of a people, the victims of insubC>rd:uation, 

The visit of '.\lr. and i\lrs. Archbell was very ferocity, and lust. 
cheering to us under these circumstances, for which These awful judgments on some were not without 
we united in giving thanks to the Lord, who the most salutary results to others. So evidently 
"giveth a banner to them that fear him, that it was the hand of God displayed, that the atheistical 
may be displayed because of the truth." He sent a Bechuauas were wonderfully impressed ,rith the 
fear iuto the hearts of the enemy, so that they did truth of an overruling Providence; which doctrine 
us no harm. Before eonclucling this subject, it will they had, as a nation, hitherto treated as visionarv 
not re uninteresting to notice the results. The party and fal,e. They had ocular demonstration of what 
remained for two days; and Paul lmving informed we had told them was the word of God, that the 
me, privately, that it was the intention of some of triumpl,ing of the wicked is short, aud that Jehornh 
the commando who had accompanied him, having would scatter them that delight in war. The noto­
beeu disappointed of booty at the Kuruman, uot to rions apostate, Jacoh Cloetc, the ringleader of that 
return without it, and were for that purpose resoh·cd section which had scatterecl devastation among the 
to go as far as the Barolongs on the l\lolapo Hiver, Knruman tribes, was impoverished hy his com­
I embraced this opportunity of remonstrating with panions in crime, ancl retired to llerend's people a 
them on their iutcntions, describing the country, beggar. Ile visited us as such at the Kuruman. 
and the dnngcr of such a villauous undertaking. It would not have been unnatural to expect that 
They silencecl me, protesting that they were igno- the Bechunnas, to whom he had been as the demon 
raut of such a plan. of destruction, would have treated him with con-

All took their departure: Paul and his adherents tnmely, or sought revenge. "i\'o; though they were 
went to their homes; and at half a clay's journey yet comparative heathens, they looked on his tall, 
from the station, twenty-seven of the number turned haggard form, and emaciated couutenance, with 
off, and directed their course towards the interior. sympathy; and seeing him look wild, and start, as 
Of this we were informed; but several weeks if the air he brPalhed was charged with spectres, 
elapsed before we knew what hacl become of them. arrows, and death, they prcsc·ntccl him with food, 
One evening, when abont to retire to rest, a faint and retired, rcmarkiug, "0 chucroe ki poitsecro," 
rap was heard at the door: it was one of these un- " he is seized by terr<'l's." He soon afterw~1·ds 
happy individuals of the name of Isaacs: he had died, the victim of remorse and shame. 

The above is a specimen of the head of a barbed I it is rarely used. The llechuanas display much 
spear, of which a warrior has generally oue, though ingenuity in the manufacture of iron instruments. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Delightful change-Aaron Josephs haptized-ChcPring- fruit,; 
-Baptism of sis. converts-Expcctationsrcalizcrl-llc•joicing 
with lrcml>ling-Thc Gospel civili:t.cs-r--ativc costnmc­
Sewing school commcnccd-UR.wn or ci,·ili1,ation-Kovcl 
fa-;hions-Camllc-making- aUoptcd-Fcclings anJ experi­
ence of the natives-The dying convert. 

"' 111u; thus the judgments of the Lord were abroad 
amoug the tribes, the appearances on the station 
were indicative of the long-,lesircd change. The 
temporary chapel was becoming too suiall. The 
readiness with whicl1 many answered the questions 
of Dr. William llrnwn's Catechism, which had 
been translated, and an increasing fixcducss of at­
tention to the preacher, were like the glimmering 
light on the eastern sky, so long watcht•d for,-the 
presaging tints of the brighter rays which were, ere 
long, to gild the horizon,-the harbingers of the 
Sun of Righteousness arising on a benighted people. 

Mr. Hamilton, who had been detained unusually 
long in the colony and on the road, from severe 
drought and loss of oxen, to our great joy arrived 
in the end of August, 1828. This veteran and 
faithful la\Jourer, who might with great propriety 
be called the father of the llechuana missiou, was 
beyond measure delighted to find, although our cir­
cumstances had been perilous during his absence, 
that now his mental energies were to be called into 
exercise in a way he had scarcely dared lo antici­
pate. Shortly after this we were favoured with 
the manifest outpouring of the Spirit from on high. 
The moral wilderness was now about to blossom. 
Sable cheeks bedewed with tears attracted our 
observation. To see females weep was nothing ex­
traordinary; it was, according to Beehuana notions, 
their province, and theirs alone. l\len would not 
weep. After having, by the rite of circumcision, 
become men, they scorned to shed a tear. In family 
or national afflictions it was the woman's work lo 
weep and wail ; the man's to sit in sulleu silence, 
often brooding deeds of revenge and death. The 
simple gospel now melted their flinty hearts; and 
eyes now wept which never before shed the tear of 
hallowed sorrow. Notwithstanding onr earnest 
desires and fervent prayers, we were taken by sur­
prise. "\Ye had so long been accustomed to indif­
ference, that we felt unprepare,l to look on a scene 
which perfectly overwhelmed our minds. Our 
temporary little chapel became a Bochim-a place 
of weeping; and the sympat!Jy of feeling spread 
from !Jeart to heart, so that even infauts wept. 
Some, after gazing with extreme intensity of feeling 
on the preacher, would fall down in hysterics, 
and others were carried out in a state of great ex-
haustion. • 

Some months previous to these changes, Aaron 
Josephs, who was once a runaway slave, hut who 
had, through the kind interference of G. Thompson, 
Esq., obtained his manumission for the sum of 
1500 rix-dollars, the proceeds of ivory he had col­
lected for that purpose, left his fann for a time, and 
came to reside at the station, for the sake of the 
education of his children, as well as to improve 
himself in reading and writing. lloth he and his 
wife were steady and industrious, having come from 

the colony, where they had enjoyed some advan­
tages. lie also was awakened to a sense of his 
danger, and, having a tolerably extensive knowledge 
ot' di vine trnth, he was soon a candidate for Christian 
followship, and was, with his three children, bap­
tized at the same time with our own infant. The 
scene, from the previous state of fediug, was deeply 
impressive and exciting. J\'.otwithstauding all our 
endeavours to preserve decorum in the crowded 
place of worship, strong feeling gave rise to much 
weeping and considerable confusion; hut, although 
it was impossible to keep 'either order or silence, a 
dPep impression of the tlivine presence was felt. 
The ,rnrk which had commenced in the minds of 
the natives received an additional impulse from the 
above circumstance; so that the sounds predomi­
nant throughout the village were those of singing 
and prayer. Those under concern hcl<l prayer­
mectiugs from house to house ; and when there 
were none able to eugage in prayer, they sang till 
a late hour, and before momingdawned they would 
assemble again at some house for worship before 
going to la hour. "\Ve were, soon after this interest­
ing occnrrence, delighted with further results. 
Aarnn and two other men came and offered to take 
npon themselves the labour aud expense of raising 
a school-house, which would serve as a place of 
worship, till one for that special pUl'pose was erected. 
All they required was the plan; and the <loors and 
windows, with their frames, whi,·h they would also 
have made, hut they lacked abilitr. This depart­
ment of course ;\Ir. Hamilton thankfully undertook. 
It was a voluntary act on their part, without the 
subject having been once hinted at. We had 
scarcely laid down the plan, fifty-one feet Jong hy 
sixteen wide, when Aarnn, who was by trade both 
builder and thatcher, set all in motion. The season 
happ1•ned to be a rainy oue, and, as the walls were 
made of clay, there "·ere serious iuterrnptions; but 
it was, nevertheless, soon completed, for all who 
felt interested in the work, even women and children, 
gave what assistance was in their power, carrying 
clay, laths from the bushes, materials for thatch, or 
whatever else could contribute to its erection. It 
afforded us no small grntification to see the building 
finished with zeal equal to that with which it was 
commenced. l\lany important impro,·emcnts were 
at the same time made in the outward affairs of the 
mi~sion, in which there was no lack of native assist· 
ancc, while the language and translations were at­
tended to, to supply the wants of those who were 
now beginning to thirst after dh·ine knowledge. 

The lmilding was opened in the month of l\Iay, 
I 82 9, and in the following month we selected from 
among the inquirers six candidates for baptism. 
This was not done without much prayer and deli­
berntion. These had given ns very satisfactory 
proofs of a chauge of heart. After particular pri­
vate examination, separately, they were found to 
possess a much larger knowledge of divine truth 
than was expected, and their answers were most 
satisfactory; it was truly gratifying to observe the 
simplicity of their faith, implicitly relying on the 
ato1wment of Chri;t, of which they appeared to 
have a very clear conception, con;idering the pre­
vious ,larkness of their minds on such subjects. 
They were, therefore, baptized on the first sahbath 
of July, when other circumstances concuned to 
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impart additional interest to the solemnity. It ap- who have since entered the country, the chapels 
peared as if it ha<l heen the design of Providence to which have been built, the schools raise<l, the 
call together, from all quarters, an unusual an<l crow<led audiences and tlourishing churches which 
most unexpected number of spectators from Philip- have succeeded, not only at our own stations, but 
polis, Campbell, Griqna Town, and Boochuap. at those of the French and \Vesleyan missionaries, 
From these places there were present about fifty and exten<ling from the Winter Bergen which bouud 
Griquas, who happcne<l to congregate here previous Kafral"ia to the Ka)agare desert on the west. 
to their proceediug on a hunting expe<lition. These Great as was the change, we still rejoiced with 
were suitably aml profitably impresse<l with what trembling, having too often witnessed the successful 
transpired, for they themselves had been for some attempts of Satan to frustrate onr efforts, and blast 
tinw previous in a lukewarm state, an<l were thus onr former hopes, to imagine that he who liad 
awakene<l to jealousy ahont thl'ir own con<lition, by hitherto rci~ned without a rival among the tribes 
seeing the Bechuanas pressing iuto the fold of would calmly submit to the violeuce <lone to his 
Christ," hile they, hy their hacksli<lings, were heiug ancient rights, without attacking us on fresh grouud. 
thrnst ont; and to this we frequently afterwards I llis king<lom had at last been successfully assailed, 
hear<l that people bear testimony. and a breaeh made; but he who ha<l lately roared 

There were also present parties from differeut I so lou<l might roar again. \Ve therefore felt we 
places of the interior, ,vho had come for purposes of j uee<led a double portion of the Spirit, that we might 
barter. The place of worship was crowded to ex- he watchful to prese1-ve, as well as to win souls. A 
cess, and the greatest interest excited by a scene great work had yet to be done before we could dare 
which was, indeed, a novelty to many, the service lo glory. We knew that there were many preju­
being conducted in the Bechuana lanb'ltage. After dices to he overcome, much rnbbish to be cleared 
a sennou on Jolm i. 29, a suitable a<l<lress was given away. The relation in which the believers stoo<l 
to the candidates, and, when a number of questions to their heathen neighbours would expose their 
had been asked, they were baptized, with five of faith to trial. Some of them were a kind of serfs 
their children. Among them was Hachel, the wife of others, who would rage at a11y innovation made 
of Aaron, whom l\lr. Hamilton addressed in Dutch, on their former habits, all of which were congenial 
she being more conversant with that language; the to sensual men, and opposed alike to conversion 
others were Bechuanas. In the evening we sat and civilization. But we prayed and believed that 
<lown togetlier to commemorate the death of our lie who had begun a good work would carry it on. 
Lor<l.* Our number, inclu<ling ourselves aud a From what has been said in a preceding part of 
Griqua, was twelve. It was an interesting, cheer- the present work, it will be seen that it was no 
ing, and encouraging season to our souls ; aud we more in our power to change their dress and habits, 
concluded the <lelightful exercises of the day by than it was to change their hcai1s, and we were 
taking coffee together iu the evening. Our feelings convinced that evangelization must prcce<le civili­
on that occasion were such as our pen would fail to zation. Much has been said about civilizing savages 
<lcscribc. We were as those that dreamed, while before attempting to evangelize them. This is a 
we realize<l the promise on which onr souls had theory which has obtained an extensive prevalence 
often hung, " He that gocth forth and wccpeth, among the wise men of this world; but we have 
bearing precious see<l, shall <lonbtkss come again never yet seen a practical demonstration of its 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." truth. It is very easy in a country of high refine­
The hour had arrivc<l on whicli the whole energies ment to speculate on what might be done among 
of our souls had been iutcnscly fixed, when we ru<le and savage men; hut the Christian missionary, 
shottld see a church, however small, gathered from the only experimentalist, has invariably foun<l that 
among a people who had so long boaste<l that neither to,1nake the fruit good, the tree must tirst be made 
Jesus, nor we, his servants, sliould ever see Bechu- good, and that nothing less than the power of divine 
anas worship and confess him as their King. grace can reform the hearts of savages; after which 

It is only necessary to glance at the records of the mind is susceptible of those iustrnctious which 
that mission from its commencement, to be able in teach them to adorn the gospel they prnfess, in their 
some measure to conceive the emotions such a attire as well as in their spirit and actions. It 
change produced on our minds. We ha<l long felt would appear a strange anomaly to sec a Christian 
assure<l that when once the Spirit was poure<l out professor lying at f1tll length on the ground covcrc<l 
from on high, and when some of the natives had with filth and dirt, and in a state of comparative 
ma<lc a public profession of their faith in the He- nudity, talking about Christian diligence, circnm­
<leemer of the worl<l, or, in other words, whcu spcction, purification, and white robe,! The gospel 
Jehovah should perform his promise. great would teaches that all things should he done decently aud 
be the company of those who would publish or bear in order; and the gospel alone can lead the savage 
witness to the same. In this expectation we have to appreciate the arts of ci,,ilizecl life as well as the 
been fully borne out by the number of missionaries hlcssmgs of redemption. The heathen themselves 

• It may not be unworlhy of remark, that on the Friday 
e,·t!ning prcYious, we rcccivetl from John Greaves, l-:iq., of 
Shcllicld, communion vcs . .;;cls an<l pulpir. can<llesticks, for 
which :Mrs. M. haJ applied two years Lefore, on Mrs. Greavc~, 
her particular frienrl, kin<lly ex.pres,sing a wish to know what 
she shou)cl send her. This she recp1ested, in the confirlence 
of faith that Lhey would some time be nl"etletl, <lark as thing::; 
then appeared; and, sin~ri.1lar e11011gh, they anive<l at the very 
juncture of time in which the:r were wanted, afler being 
twch·e month.son tlie road. 

occasionally reflect on its influence. An African 
chief, who, though a stranger to the power which 
converts the soul, seemed aware that it required 
some superior energy to reform the manners, ad­
dressing the author when tracing civilization to its 
proper source, said, " What, is it the precepts of that 
book," pointing to the gospel of Luke which I held 
in my hand, "which has made yon what you arc, 
an<l taught the white people such wisdom; and is 
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it that malmku a molemo (good news) which has 
made your nation new, and clothed you, compared 
with whom we arc like the game of the desert?" 

Although, as has been stated, the term savages, 
when applied to llcchnanas, must he understood in 
a restricted sense, there was nothing either very 

women, as they generally appear when walking, 
talking, or working. When the weather is warm 
they throw off the cloak. In the drawing they 
look better than they really are, for there are many 
accompaniment..s, grease, red ochre, &c., which are 
very disgusting, emitting a most unpleasant odour. 
The child, as may be seen, is carried in a skin on 
the mother's back, with its chest lying close to her 
person. \Vhen it requires to he removed from that 
position, it is often wet with perspiration; and from 
heing thus exposed to cold wind, pulmonary com­
plaints are not nnfrequently brought on. As soon 
as a child is born, its head is shaved, leaving a 
small tuft on the imperfectly ossified part of the 
skull; and when hut a few weeks old the little head 
may he seen hanging over the skin in which it is 
carried, shining with grease, and exposed to the 
rays of an almost vertical sun, yet the coup de 
soleil is not of frequent occurrence either in infants 
or adults. The natives, however, are for from ad­
miring a hot sun, and it is not uncommon to hear 
them say, "letsatsi le utlnega yang?" "how does 
the sun feel?" and this exclamation is not to be 
wondered at, for I have known the action of the 
sun's rays so powerful on the masses of grease and 
black shining ochre on the head, as to cause it to 
run down their necks and Llister the skin. They 
are, therefore, often found carrying a parasol made 
of black ostrich feathers, and in the absence of these 
will hold a small branch over their heads. I have 
frequently observed the l\lat1bele warriors carry­
ing their shields over their heads for the same 
purpose. 

The commencement made, although on a very 
small scale compared with those mighty movements 

comely or comfortable in the dress of either sex, yet 
such-was tlu,ir attach111ent to it, that auy one deviat­
ing from it was considered a harlequin. The 
accompanying sketches, taken on the spot hy an 
artist of Ur. Andrew Smith's expedition, give a cor­
rect view of the common dresses both of men and 

recorded iu the overthrow of idolatry in some of 
the islands of the South Seas, was, nevertheless, 
what we had for many a long year ardently desired 
to see with our eyes, and to hear with our ears. To 
listen to 13echnanas exclaiming, •· We have been 
like the beasts before God; what shall we do to he 
saved?" and to observe them receiving with meek­
ness the milk of the word, produced in our minds 
sensations not unlike those experienced hy aged 
Simeon when he held the infant Saviour in his arms. 
We were naturally led to anticipate an outward 
change among the inquirers corresponding with 
their professions. Those who were baptized, had 
previously procured decent raiment, and prepared 
it for the occasion with l\lrs. l\l.'s assistance, who 
had to supply two of the womc11 with gowns fl'Om 
her own wa1·drobe. Hitherto a sewing school had 
been uncalled for, the women's work bring that of 
building houses, rai,ing fences, and cnlth·ating the 
ground, while the lords of the creation, for their 
own convenience and comfort, had from time imme­
morial added to their pursuits the exercise of sew­
ing their garments, which, from their durahility and 
scanty supply, was anything but a laborious work. 
It was a novel sight to observe women and young 
girls handling the little bright instrument, which 
was scarcely perceptible to the touch of fingers ac­
customed to grasp the handle of a pickaxe, or to 
employ them to supply the absence of trowels. But 
they were willing, and 1\1 rs. 1\1., in order to encou­
rage them, engaged to meet them as often as her 
strength would permit. She had soon a motley 
group of pupils, very few of the whole party pos­
sessing either a frock or gown. The scarcity of 
materials was a serious impediment to progress, 
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and living as we did far beyond the reach of traders, ! however question our common sense in taking so 
and six lmndred miles from a market town, it was I much trouble at,out them. They thought us par­
next to impossible to obtain them, at least just whcu ticnlarly extravagant in burning fat in the form of 
wanted. The same gospel ,i-1,ich ha,l taught them candles, instead of rubbing it on our bodies, or de­
that they were spiritually miscrnule, l,lind, and positing it in our stomachs. Hitherto when they 
naked, discoven•,l to them also that they ncedctl hatl milked their cows, they retired to their houses 
reform externally, and thus prepared thdr minds and yards, to sit moping over a few embers, sehlom 
Iv adopt those mmlcs of comfort, cleanliness, and affording sufficient light to sec what they were 
convcnienC'i which they had been accustomed to eating, or even each other; at night, spreading the 
view only as the peculiarities of a strange people. dry hide of some animal on the tloor, they would 
Tims, by the slow but certain progress of gospel lie down in their skin cloaks, making a blanket at 
principles, whole families became clothed and in night of what had been their mantle all day. They 
their right mind. Ornaments which were formerly soon found to read in the evening or by night re­
in high repute, as adorning, hut more frequently ']Uircd a more steady light than that atlorded by a 
,lisfiguring their persons, were now turned into tlickeriug llamc from a hit of wood. Candle moulds 
lmllion to purchase skins of animals, which being and rags for wicks were now in requisition, and 
prepare,\ almost as soft as cloth, were made into tallow carefully preserved, when hunches of candles 
jackets, trousers, and gowns. \Vlwn opportunity were shortly to he seen suspended from the wall, a 
was afforded by the visit of a trad~r, British mauu- spectacle far more gratifying to ns than the most 
factures were eagerly purchased. charming picture, an indication of the superior light 

For a long period, when a man was seen to make which had entered their aho,les. 
a pair of trowsers for himself, or a woman a gown, Our prospects continued cheering, and the in­
it was a sure intimation that we might expect ad- creasing anxiety for instmction, and the growth of 
ditions to our inquirers; abandoning the custom of knowledge among our candidates, greatly strcugtl1-
painting the hotly, and beginning to wash with water, ened our hands. The experience of those who had 
was with them what cutting off the hair was among been received into chm·ch fellowship, as well as those 
the South Sea islanders, a public renunciation of under convictions, wus often simply but expressively 
heathenism. In the progress of improvement during stated. "I seek Jesus," one would say; and anotl1er, 
the years which followed. and by which many indi- " I am feeling after God; I have been wandering, 
vidnals who made no profession of the gospel were unconscious of my danger, among beasts of prey ; 
influenced, we were frequently much amused. A the <lay has dawned, I sec my danger.·• A third 
man might he secr1 in a jacket with but one sleeve, would say, " I have been sleeping in the lion's clcn; 
because the other was not finished, or he lacke<l or been hlown to and fro like a calabash upon the 
material to complete it. Another in a leathern or water, and might have sunk." \Ye could not help 
duffel jacket, with the sleeves of different colours, fearing in the midst of this excitement, that in many 
or of fine printed cotton. Gowns were seen like it would prove only like the morning cloud and 
.Toseph's coat of many colours, and dress<'S of such t'arly dew, and therefore found it necessary to exer­
fantastic shapes, as were calculated to excite a smile cise great caution in receiving members into the 
in the gravest of us. It was somewhat entertaining little church. 
to witness the various applications made to l\Irs. The following circumstance occurred ahont this 
llloffat, who was the only European female on the time, which was of the Lord, to l'ncourage ns, and 
station, for assistance in ihe fabrication of dress, nor strengthen the faith of those who had put their hand 
were these confined to female applicants. As it was to the plough. Several females had hccn c:1.rrieil off 
seen that these matters were left to her, they lhonght hy the knatsi, the disease described in page 114. 
that she mnst needs he mist1·ess of all the arts of Among these was a married woman, who had hcen 
civilized life, and consc,inenLly capablP of instrnct- a very diligent in']nircr after divine truth. Before 
ing men as well as women. One would bring pre- the disease hegan to assume a fatal appearance, she 
pared skins to get them cut into dresses, another spok,• very clearly on the immense valne of the in­
wanted a jacket, and a third wonlil he desirous of a strnctions to which she had lately paid so 1;1rnch 
pattern, while another would bring his garment attention, at the same time professing the most hvcly 
scwcu upside down, and ask why it would not fit. hope of eternal life through the atonement of Je~ns. 
These efforts, however· trifling they may appear, A lcw days subsequent to this declaration, feehng 
were the precursors of a mighty change, an,\ the that the harbingers of death had arri,·cd, she called 
elements of a system which was destined to sweep her hushand and friends, and ad,lressnl them in 
away the filth :mu customs of former generations, language affecting and arousing, exhorting thern to 
and to open np unrnherless channels for British uelicvc in the words of .J chovah, to !lee for refuge 
commerce, which, bnt for the gospel, might have I to Jesus as the only Saviour. "I am going to die." 
remained for ever closed. Onr congregation now I This was startliug lani,'ltage from the lips of a 1\loch­
l,ccame a variegated mass, including all ,1,·scriptions, naua. Some listened with amazement, and oth_crs 
from the lubricated wild man of the clesert, to the wept. "\\'cep not," she said," because I am gomg 
clean, comfortahle, and well-dressed lwlicver. The to leave you, but weep for your sins and weep for 
same spirit dilli1scd itself through all the routine of your souls. With me all is well, for do not suppose 
housd10ld economy. Fo1:merly a c·hest, a chair, a i !hat I die like a .beast, or that I ~hall sleep f?r ever 
cauclle, or a table, were thmgs unknown, and sup- rn the grave. :i'\o ! Jesus has died for my sms; _he 
posed to he only the supcrlluous accompaniments of has said he will save me, I am going to be with 
beings of another or<lcr. Although they never dis- him." Shortly after hearing this testimony, she 
puled the superiority of our attainments in being who a few mouths before, according to her own lan­
al1Ie to manufacture these supcrtlnities, they ,rnuld i guagc, was as ignorant as the cattle in the fold, uow 
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left the world with the full assnra11cc of au eternal 
lifo licyoD<l the grave. 

WOODEN SPOO'-'S '-IANUFACTURF.D HY TIIF. DF.CHUAN'AS. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

only Gri,pias and Coraunas, he was iu comparative 
ignorance of the charncters and dispositions of the 
whites. ""lll'n these traders rctumcd, i\loselekatsc 
sent with them two of his li11t1111a, or chief mcu, for 
the purpose of obtaining a more particular know­
kdgc of his white neighbours; char!(ing them par­
ticularly to make themselves ac,1naiuted with the 
mauuers anti instructions of the Knruman teachers. 
On thdr arrival thPy were astonished l,eyontl mea­
snrc with everything they saw, and as they, accord­
ing to the custom of their nation, were in a state of 
nmlity, their appearance very mnch shocked the 
c01uparativdy delicate feelings of the Bcchuanas, 
barbarians as tlll'y were. The visitors, however, 
most cheerfully acqniesee,l in our suggestions, fo1· 
the sake of decency and propriety. They were 
shown every mark of attention, which was recein,tl 
with a politeness to which we had been entirely 
nnaccni--tometl among the Bechuauas, which co11~ 
vinccd ns that trnc politeness was not confined to 
birth or civilization, an<l pointed out to 11s that our 
visitors were the nobles of the nation to which they 
hclongetl. Everything calculatctl to interest was 
exhibited to them. Onr houses, the walls of onr 
folds anti gardens, the water ditch conveying a large 
stream out of the bed of the river, and the smith's 
forge, filled them with admiration and astonishment, 
which they expressed not in the wild gestures gene­
rally made by the mere 1ilcbeian, but by the utmost 
gravity aml profound veneration, as well as the most 
respectful demeanour. "Yon arc men, we arc but 
children," said one; while the other observed, 
"l\foselckalsc mnst he taught all these things." 
\Vhcn standing in the hall of our house, looking at 
the strange furniture of a civilized abodP, the eye of 
one caught a small looking-glass, on which he gazed 
with admiration. l\lrs. l\l. handed him one which 
was considerably larger; he looked intensely at his 
reflected countenance, anti neYer having seen it be­
fore, supposed it was that of one of his attendants 
on the other side; he very abruptly put his hand 
behind it, telling him to be gone, bnt looking again 
at the same face, he eantionsly turned it, and seeing 
nothing, he returned the glass with great gravity to 
l\lrs. 1\1., saying that he could not trust it. 

Nothing appeared to strike them so forcibly as 
the pnhlic worship in our chapel. Th,·y saw men 
like themselves meet together with great dccornm; 

IN the latter end of the year 1829, two traders mothers hushing their babes, or hastily retiring if 
journeyed into the interior for the purpose ofshoot- I they made any noise, anti the elder children sitting 
ing elephants, and to barter. Hearing at the Ila- perfectly silent. When the missionary ascended the 
hurutsi that a tribe possessing much cattle lived at pulpit, they listcnc,l to the hymn sung, and though, 
some distance eastward, they proceeded thither, and from their ignorance of the Ileehuana language, 
were received in a friendly manner by l\1oselckatsc,"' they coultl not nD<lcrstand all that was said, they 
the king of that division of Zoolus called Abaka were convinced that something very scrions was 
Zoolus, or more generally l\latahelc. He, however, tl1e subject of the atl,lress. The order and fervour 
only allowed them to approach one of his cattle which pervade,! all parts of the service, bewildered 
outposts on horseback. Prior to this visit this tribe their minds, which, from their infancy, had been 
had had some intercourse with the Dahurutsi, by accustome,l to obseryc every public meeting intro­
whom they obtained partial information respecting dt1ced and characterized by the hoarse war-song 
white people, ancl pa11icularly those on the Kuruman anti ,lisplays of chivalry. They were inquisitive 
station, with whom they were best acquainted. about everything, and were surprised to find that 
During the time of his residence on the Lckua, and the hymns we sung were not war-songs, expressive 
other sources of the Orange River, his people had of the wihl reveries which the associations of music 
been attackc,l by the Ilergenaars, but as these were brought to their minus. We embraced ewry oppor­

tunity of telling them the simple truths of the 
gospel, anti laboured to impress on their minus the 

)£oselekatse's ambassallors-111eir astonishment-Danger at­
lending their return-The Author accompanies them-Their 
reception Ly )lahura-A lion attacks the oxen-Arril"e at 
the llahurutsi-Country and game-The inhabited tree­
Singular e:xpedient-111e lions aml the oven-An urgent 
appeal-Indications of former prosperity-Trace:-; of great 
inJustry-The ra,.rages of war-An interesting recital-, 
llea,--y rains-)le~t a hunting party-Savage pomp-)lose­
lekatse afraid-\\-arriors described-A grand llall. 

• lie calls liimself )fo~elekatse, sounding thee ai;; in emit, 
hut. is ah,o called Um~elckas, or Umsiligas, by the Katir aud 
Zoolu tribes. , blessings of peace. 
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These men had intended to visit the white man's 
country, the colony, hut this was found" incon­
venient, and involved considerable difficulty as to 
how thev were to be returned in safety. Ac­
cordinn-J:i'·, a Hottentot, who had accompanied the 
traders° as a wagon-driver, was appointed by them 
to reconduct our visitors from our station to their 
own land. To this arrangement the latter made 
some objections, and it was well, for the character 
of the man was such as to make him a fit tool for 
so cru<'i a monarch as l\loselekatse was reported to 
be. ,vhile thls subject was under consideration, 
'Umbate and his companion entered my house, 
with dejected looks, and requested a private intcr­
,,jew; he informed me that rcp01is had reached hls 
ear, that the llechuana tribes, through which tlwy 
had to pass on the road homeward, were meditating 
their destruction. Of this we had had our sus­
picions, and only wished these noble visitors had 
not been brought to a missionary station, for ,re 
could not pretend to defoml them hy a superior 
force. l\Ir. Hamiltou, !\I rs. 1\1., and I met again 
and again to deliberate on the subject, but we were 
at our wit's cud. ,v e took into consideration the 
warlike character, and almost oYerwhelming power 
of the l\latabele, who had already destroyed many 
powerful tribes, and saturated the Bakone hills 
and plains with blood, following up the Jestrnction 
commenced by the l\fantatees. \Ye could not help 
almost trembling at the possible conse11ucnces of 
the ambassadors of such a power being butchered 
on the road. Having maturely considered the 
subject, and implored Divine direction, it was re­
solved that I should take charge of them, as far as the 
Bahurutsi country, from which they could proceed 
w'lthout danger to their own land and people. The 
strangers most gratefully accepted of this proposal, 
their eyes glistening with delight. A wagon was 
hired, iu addition to my own, for their conveyance. 
Though these men were, strictly speaking, savap;cs, 
we were com'lnced that th,•y were persons of in­
fluence and authority nuder their own sovereign, 
by the simple dignity of their dep0rtment, aud their 
own entire silence on the subject. The delightful 
results ofthe·gospel ofloveand good-will to all men, 
were strikingly exhibited ou our departure. The 
bcliewrs, and many others on the station, brought 
little presents to offer to the strangers, as well 
as some for their master, l\[oselekats<.>, whose name, 
in their natural state, they woul1l have pronounced 
only with auathemas. Having obtained a sufficient 
number of volunteers to accompany me, for thel'e 
were some who thought the journey would he a 
disastrous one, we left the Kurnman on the 9th of 
November. 

The two ambassadors were received at Old 
Lithako with great kindness by the people of llla­
hura, who at that period strongly recommended 
the pacific precepts of the gospel introduced by the 
missionaries, although he himself has not yet shown 
that he has receive,! that gospel into his heart, 
which has scattered so many blessings in his path. 
lllahul'a·s speech had a good effect on their minds, 
in so fa!' as it convinced them, that he who pl'ofcssed 
so high a regard for their p;uardian would do them 
no harm. Lc:wiug Lithako, we travelled in our 
empty wagons with more than usual speed, over 
the llarolong plains, in many parts of which the 

traveller, like the mariner ou the ocean, sees the 
expanse around hlm bounded only by the horizon. 
Clumps of mimosas occasionally meet the eye 
while the grass, like fields of tall wheat, waved i~ 
the breeze; amidst which ,·arious kinds of game 
were found, and the king of the forest roved at 
large. Some of the solitary inhabitants, who sub­
sisted entirely on roots and the chase, would in­
tercept our course, and beg a little tobacco, and 
sometimes pass the night where we eucampcd. 
These were, indeed, the companions of the lion, 
and seemed perfectly versed in all his tactics. As 
we were retiring to rest one night, a lion passed 
near us, occasionally gh·iug a roar, which softly 
died away on the extcu1lcd plain, as it was re­
sponded to by another at a distanc<.>. Directing the 
attention of these Balula to this sound, and asking 
if they thought there was danger, they tnrncd their 
cars as to a voice with which they were familiar, 
and, after listening for a moment or two, replied, 
"there is no danger; he has eaten, and is goiug to 
sleep." They were right, and we slept also. Asking 
th(_>UJ in the morning how they knew the lions were 
going to sleep, they l'eplicd, "We live with them; 
th,•y are our companions." 

At Sitlagole J:ivel', about rno_ miles from the 
Kurnman, we halted in the afternoon, and allowed 
our oxen to graze ou a rising bank opposite our 
wagons, and somewhat farther than a gun-shot from 
them. Ha,,jng but just halted, and not having 
loosened a gun, we were taken hy snrprise \iy two 
lions mshiug ont from a neighbouring thicket. 
The oldest one, of enormous size, approached within 
ten yards of the oxen, and bounding ou one of my 
best, killed him in a moment, by sending his great 
teeth through the ve11chrrc of the neck. The 
yonnfier lion conched at a distance, while the cider 
licked his pr,·y, turning his heacl occasionally 
towar<l the other oxen, which had caught his sc1•nt 
and scampered off; then, with his fore-feet upon 
the carcase, he looked and roare1! at ns, who were 
all in a scuffle to loosen our guns, and attack his 
majesty. Two of 0111" number, mol'e cager to 
frighten than to kill, discharge1l their muskets; 
and, probably, a hall whistling past his ear, induced 
him to retire to the thicket whence he had come, 
leaving us in quiet possession of the meat. At 
,llcritsanc, the bed of another dry river, we had a 
serenade of desert music, composed of the treble•, 
counter, and base voices of jackals, hyenas, and 
lions. 

We were kindly treated by the Barolongs; and 
on the tenth day we arrived at :llosega, the abode 
of l\lukhatla, regent over the fragments, though 
still a large body, of the Balmrntsi. These had 
congregated in a glen, and subsisted on game, roots, 
berries, and the produce of their corn-fields; having 
been deprived of their flocks by the :\lantatees. 
They wel'e evidently living in fear, lest I\Ioselckatse 
should one day make them captives. From these 
people I receh·cd a hearty welcome, though I was 
knowu to few of them except by name. 

Having fulfilled my engap;ement, in conveying 
my charge iu safety to the Bahumtsi, I, iu a solemn 
and formal manner, delivered them over to the care 
of lllokhatla, requesting him either to go himself, 
or send a strong esco1i to accompany them until 
they reached the outposts of the }latabcle. To this 
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proposal the Tunas were strongly opposed, and en- I plentiful, we made a number of fires at a distance 
treated me most earnestly to accompany them to around the wagon. llut when it rained, our 
tlwir own country; urging, that as I had shown situation was pitiful indce,l; and we only wished 
them so much kindness, I must go and experience it to rain so hard that the lion might not like to 
that of their king, who, they declared, would kill I leave his lair. 
them if they suffered me to return before he had Having travelled one hundred miles, five days 
seen me. !llokhatla cnme trembling, and begged 

I 
after leaving l\loscga we came to the first cattle 

me to go, as he and his people would flee if I re-
1 
outposts of the l\latahek, when we halted by a fine 

fused. I pleaded my numerous engagements at rivulet. l\ly atteution was arrested by a 1,eautiful 
the Kurumau; hut argument was vain. At last, and gigantic tree, standing in a defile leading into 
to their inexpressible joy, I consented to go as far an extensive and woody ravine, hetween a high 
as their first cattle outposts. l\lokhatla had long range of mountains. Seeing some individuals 
wished to see the fearful Moselekatse, who had employed on the ground under its shade, an<l the 
desolated the llakone country, and the prnximity conical points of what looked like houses in minia­
of whose residence gave him just reason to tremble tnre, protruding through its evergreen foliage, I 
for the safety of his people; and it was only he- proceeded thither, and found that the tree was in­
cause they were not the rich owners of herds of habited by several families of Bakones, the abo­
cattlc, that they had not already become the prey rigines of the country. I asccru\e<l L,y the notched 
of this African Napoleon. trunk, anc\ found, to my amazement, no less than 

During three <lays of heavy rain, which detained seventeen of these aerial abodes, and three others 
us, Mokhatla, whose physiognomy ao<l manreuvres unfinished. On reaching the topmost hut, about 
evinced, that, while he ha<l very little of what was thirty feet from the ground, I entered, an<l sat 
noble auout him, he was au adept at intrigue, and down. Its only furniture was the hay which 
exhibited too much of the sycophant to command covered the floor, a spear, a spoon, and a bowl full 
respect, resoh·ed to make himsclfone of my retinue, of locusts. Not having eaten anything that day, 
The country through which we had to travel was and, from tile no,·elty of my situation, not wislliug 
quite of a different character from that we had to return immediately to the wagons, I asker\ a 
passed. It was mountainous, and wooded to the woman who sat at the door with a babe at her 
summits. Evergl'cens adorned the valleys, in breast, permission to eat. Tllis she granted witll 
wllich numerous streams of excellent water flowed pleasure, and soon brought me more in a powdered 
through many a ,vinding course towal'<ls the Indian state. Several more females came from the neigh­
Ocean. During the first and second day's jonrney bouring roosts, stepping from branch to branch, 
I was charmed exceedingly, and was often reminded to see the stranger, who was to them as great a 
of Scotia's hills and dales. As it was a miny reason, curiosity as the tree was to him. I then visited 
everything was fresh; the clumps of trees that the different abodes, which were on several prin­
~tuddcd the plains being co\'ered with rich and cipal branches. The structure of these llouses was 
li,·ing verdure. Dut these rocks and vales, and very simple. An oblong scaffold, about seven feet 
picturesque scenes, were often vocal with the lion's wide, is formed of straight sticks. On one end of 
roar. It was a country once covered with a dense this platform a small cone is formed, also of straight 
population. On the sides of the hills and Kashan sticks, and thatched with grass. A person can 
mountains were towns in ruins, where thousands nearly stand upright in it; the diameter of the 
once made the country alive, amidst fruitful vales floor is about six feet. The house stands on the 
now covered with luxuriant grass, inhabited by I end of the oblong, so as to leave a little square 
game. The extirpating invasions of the Mantatees , space before the door. On the day previous I had 
and Matabelc hacf left to beasts of prey the undis- 1 passed several villages~ some containing forty 
puted ri~ht of these lovely woodland glens. The houses, all built on poles about seven or eight feet 
lion, wluch had revelled in- human flesh, as if con- from the b'l'ound, in the form of a circle; the ascent 
scions that there was none to oppose, roamed at and descent is by a knotty branch of a tree placed 
large, a. terror to the traveller, who often heard in front of the house. In the centre of the circle 
with dismay his nightly roaring echoed back by there is always a heap of the bones of game they 
the surrounding hills. We were mercifully pre- have killed. Such were the domiciles of the im­
served during the nights, though our slumbers were poverished thomands of the aborigines of the 
often iuterrupted by his fearful howlings. We country, who, having been scattered and peeled by 
had frequently to take our gnus and precede the Moselckatse, had neither herd nor stall, Lut suu­
wagon, as the oxen sometimes took fright at the sisted on locusts, root,;, and the chase. They 
sudden rush of a rhinoceros or buffalo from a adopted this mode of architecture to escape tile 
thicket. !\lore than one instance occurred when, lions which abounded in the country. Dnring the 
a rhinoceros being aroused from bis slumbers by day the familits descended to the shade beneath 
the crack of the whips, the oxen would scamper to dress their daily food. When the inhabitants 
off like race-horses, when destruction of gear, an<l increased. they supported the augmented weight on 
some part of the wagon, was the result. As there the branches, by upright sticks, but when lightened 
was no road, we were frequently under the neces- of their load, they removed these for firt-wood. 
sity of taking very circuitons routes to find a passage The following sketch of the tree (a species of ficus,) 
through deep ravines; and we were often obliged taken on the spor, will scne to illustrate what has 
to employ picks, spades, and hatchets, to clear our been written on these at;ria\ abodes. 
"·ay. When we bivouacked for the night, a plain As a~proof of the necessity of such a.n expedient 
was generally selected, that we might be the better as above described, I may add, that during the day, 
able to defend ourselves; and wheu fire-wood was ha Ying shot a rhinoceros, we ha<l reserved the hump 
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of the animal to roast <luring the night; a lnrge I depo~ite,I. During the night, a couple of lions, 
ant-hill was selected for the purpose, a11d being attracted hy the roast, drew near, and though it 
prepared l,y cxca,·ation and lire, this tit-bit was was heyoncl gun-sliot, we could hear them distinctly, 

as if holding council to wait till the fire went out, 
to obtain for themselves our anticipated breakfast. 
As the fire appeared to have go11e out altogether, 
we had give11 up hope till morning light showed 
us that the lions had l>een in earnest, but the heat 
of the smouldering ant-hill had effectually guarded 
our steak. 

Aner my return to the wagons, some :\fatabelc 
warriors approached, who on seeing 'Umbate and 
his companion, and their attendants, bowed at a 
distance, until he beckoned them to draw near, 
when they addressed the Tunas in the most 
servile language, which proYed that we had not 
been mistaken in regarding them as men of dis­
tinction. llaving thus arrived at the out-posts of 
Moselekatsc's dominions, I again referred to my 
engagements, and proposed returning home, having 
now brought them thus far, and, according to the 
phraseology of the country, placed them among, or 
behind the shields of their nation. The two chief 
men arose, and after looking for a while on the 
ground, as if i11 deep thought, 'Um bate, laying his 
right hand on my shoulder, and the left on his 
breast, addressed me in the following language: 
" Father, you have been onr guardian. \Ye are 
yours. Y 011 Joye ns, and will you leave us?" and 
pointing to the blue mountains on the distant 
horizon, " Yonder," he adcled, " dwells the great 
l\losekkatsc, aud how shall we approach his prt~ 
scnce, if you are not with us? If you love us still, 
save us, for when we shall have told our news, he 
will ask why our conduct ga.Ye you pain to cause 
your return; aud before the snn lk>sccnd on the 
day we sec bis face, we shall be ordered out for 
execution, because you are not. Look at me and 

my companion, and tell us if you can, that you will 
not go, for we had better die here than in the sight 
of our people." I reasoned, but they were silent; 
their eyes, however, spoke a language I could not 
resist. " A re you afraid?" said one; to which I 
replied, "No." "Then," said 'Um hate, "it remains 
with you to save onr lives, and onr wh·es and 
chilclren from sorrow." I now found myself in a 
perplexing position; these nol>lc suppliants standing 
before me, 'Umbatc, whose intelligent countenance 
beamed with benevolence, while his masculine 
companion, another l\lai·s, displayed a sympathy of 
feeling not to be expected in the man of war, who 
conhl count his many tens of slain warriors which 
had adorned his head with the ring or badge of 
victory and honour. l\ly own attendants, whom I 
had the day before been commending for their in­
trepidity, were looking on the transaction as if the 
destinies of an empire were involved; and heard, 
not without strong emotion, my consent to accom­
pany the strangers to their king. 

\Ye now travelled along a range of mountains 
nmniug near E.S.E., while the country to the north 
and east became more level, but beautifully studded 
with ranges of little hills, many isolated, ofa conieal 
form, along the bases of which lay the ruins of 
innnmeral>le towns, some of which were of amazing 
extent. The soil of the valleys and extended plains 
was of the richest dcscri pt ion. The torrents from 
the adjacent heights had, from year to year, carried 
away immense masses, in some places laying hare 
the substratum of granite rocks, exhibiting a mass 
of rich soil from ten to twenty feet deep, where it 
was evident native grain had formerly waved ; and 
water-melons, pumpkins, kidney-beans, and sweet 
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reed had once flonrishe,I. The ruins of many towns • at 01<1 Litbako. lie, as well as his fellow-servants, 
showed signs of immense lahour aml perseverance; felt a pleasure in spl•aking with us in Seclmana, 
stone fc•nces, averaging from four to sew•11 feet high, their uativc lanp:uagc•. lie, an<l many hnn<lrl'<ls 
raised apparently withont mortar, hammer, or line. more of that people, were, on their retum from the 
Everything was circular, from the inner walls <lcfrat, taken prisoners by l\losclckatse. This indi­
which s111..-0111ulcd each <lwelling or family rcsi- vidual, though an athlt'tic and stc•m-looking hcing, 
dencc, to those which encircled a town. In trnvers- was also a shrewd obser\'er of character, and pos­
ing these ruins, I found the remains of some houses sessed a noble miu<l, which revolted at the tyranny 
which had escaped the flames of the marauders. of bis new masters. lie was a native of the regions 
Th,•sc were large, and displayed a far superior style through which we were now passing, and would 
to anything I had witnesse<l among the other abori- sometimes whisper to me events connected with the 
ginal tribes of Southern Africa. The circular walls desolations of his father-land. These nations he 
were generally composed of hard clay, with a small <lescrihc<l as being once nnmcrous as the locusts, 
mixtlll'e of cow-dung, so wd I plasterc<l and polished, rich in cattle, and traffickers, to a great extent, with 
a relined portion of the former mixed with a kind the distant tribes of the north. My informant, with 
of ore, that the interior of the house ha<l the appear- his fellow Hakones, had witnessed the desolation of 
ance of hcing \'aruishe<l. The walls and <loor-ways many of the towns around us-the sweeping away 
were also neatly ornamented with a kind of archi- the cattle and nluabks-thc Jmtche1-iug of the in­
traws and cornices. The pillars snpporting the habitants, an<l their being cnvelopc<l in smoke and 
roof in the form of pilasters, projecting from the flames. Commandos of Chaka, the once hloody 
walls, and adomed with flutings an<l other designs, monarch of the Zoolus, had made frightful havoc; 
showed much taste in the ard1itectressfs. This but all these were nothing to the final overthrow of 
taste, however, was cxercise<l on fragile materials, the Ilakone tribes Ly the arms of i\losckkatsc. The 
for there was nothing in the buih\ing like stone, former inhabitants of these luxuriant hills and fer­
except the foundations. The houses, like all others tile plains had, from pt•ace an<l plenty, become 
in the interior, were round, with conical roofs, ex- effeminate; while the l\latahelc, un<ler the bar­
tending beyond the walls, so as to afford consider- barons reign of the monster Chaka, from whose 
able shade, or what might be called a verandah. iron grasp they had made their escape, like an over­
The raising of the stone fences must have hccn a whelming torrent, 111shc<l onward to the north, 
work of immense labour, for the materials had all marking their course with blood and carnage. 
to be brought on the shoulders of men, and the On a sabhath morning I ascended a hill, at the 
quarries where these materials were probably oh- base of which we had halted the preceding evening, 
taincd, were at a consi<lcrablc distance. The neigh- to spend the day. I had scarcely reached the 
bouring hills also gave ample demonstration of summit, and sat clown, when I found that my iutel­
human perseverance, with instruments of the most ligent companion had stolen away from the party, 
paltry <lcscription. to answer some questions I had asked the <lay 

In some places were found indigenous fig-trees, before, and to which he could not reply, because of 
growing on squares of stone left liy the quarriers, the presence of his superiors. Happening to turn 
the height of twelve feet, and held together hy the to the right, au<l seeing before me a large 1,xtent of 
intersecting roots of the tree. On some of these ,vc lc\'e) grouu<l covered with ruins, I inquired what 
found ripe figs, hut, from the stony basis and un- had become of the inhabitants. lie had just sat 
cultivated state, they were much inferior to those down, hut rose, evidently with some feeling, and, 
grown in the gardens of the colony. Many an hour stretching forth his arm in the direction of the 
have I walked, pensively, among these scenes of ruins, sai<l, "I, even I, beheld it!" and paused. as 
<lcsolation,-casting my thoughts back to the period if in deep thought. " There lived the great chief 
when these now ruined habitations teemed with life of multitudes. Ilc reigned among them like a kiug. 
an<l revelry, and when the hills and dales resoun<led lie was the chief of the blue-coloured cattle. They 
to the bursts of heathen joy. Nothing now re- were numerous as the <lense mist on the mountain 
maincd but dilapidated walls, heaps of stones, and brow ; his flocks covered the plain. Ile thought 
rubbish, mingled with human skulls, which, to a the numher of his warriors would awe his enemies. 
contemplative min<l, told their ghastly tale. Tlwse llis people boasted in their spears, and laughed at 
arc now the abodes of reptiles and beasts of prey. the co'1'ardicc of such as had !led from their towns. 
Occasionally a large stonL~fold might he seen occu- • I shall slay them, and hang up their shields on 
pied by the cattle of the l\latahcle, who had caused my hill. Our race is a race of warriors. \\'ho 
the land thus to mourn. Having l\Jatabele with ever subdued our fathers? they were mighty in 
me, I found it extremely ditlicult to elicit local in- combat. \\'e still possess the spoils of ancient 
formation from the dejected and scattered ahoribrincs times. Have not our <logs eaten the shields of their 
who occasionally came in• our way. These trem- nobles? The Yulturcs shall devour the slain of our 
bled before the nobles, who ruled them with a rod enemies.' Thns they sang and thns they danced, 
of iron. It was soon evident that the usurpers were till they beheld on yonder heights the approaching 
anxious to keep me in the dark about the devasta- foe. The noise of tlicir song was hushed in night, 
tions which everywhere met our eyes, and they and their hea11s were filled with dismay. TI1cy 
always endeavoured to be present when I came in saw the clouds ascend from the plains. It was the 
contact with the aborigines of the country; hut as smoke of burning towns. The confusion of a 
I could speak the language, some opportumties were whirlwin<l was in the heart of the great chief of the 
afforded. One of the three servants who accom- hlue-coloure<l cattle. This shout was raised, • They 
panie<l the two ambassadors to the Kuruman was a arc friends;' hut they shoutc<l again, ' They are 
captive among the l\Iantatccs, who had hccn defeated foes,' till their near approach proclaimed them 
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l\latabe)e. The men seize<l their arms, and rushed 
out, as if to chase the antelope. The onset ...-as as 
the voice of lightning, and their spears as the 
shaking of a forest in the autumn stonn. The l\la­
tahele lions raised the shout of death, and fle...- upon 
their victims. It was the shout of victory. Their 
hissing an<l hollow groans told their progress amoug 
the dea<l. .A few moments laid hundreds on the 
ground. The clash of shields was the signal of 
triumph. Our people fled with their cattle to the 
top of yonder mount. The Matabele entered the 
town with the roar of the lion; they pillaged and 
fired the houses, speared the mothers, and cast their 
infants to the flames. The sun went down. The 
victors emerged from the smoking plain, and pur­
sue<l their course, surrounding the base of yonder 
hill. They slaughtered cattle; they danced and 
sang till the dawn of day; they ascended, and killed 
till their hands were weary of the spear." Stoop­
ing to the groun<l on which we stood, he took up a 
little dust in his hand ; blowing it off, and hollling 
out his naked palm, he added, " That is all that 
remains of the great chief of the blue-coloured 
cattle!" It is impossible for me to describe my 
feelings while listening to this descriptive effusion 
of native eloquence; an<l I afterwards embracetl 
opportunities of writing it down, of,;hich the ahove 
is only an abridgment. I found also, from other 
aborigines. that his was no fabkd song, but merely 
a compendious sketch of the catastrophe. 

W c ,;ere detained several <lays at this place by 
dreaclful storms of thunder, which appeared to make 
the wry mountains shake, and heavy rains which 
caused torrents of watt'r to fall from the neighbour­
ing heights, which deluged the plains. The luxu­
riance of everything on hill and dale ...-as great. 
The rich hlack soil, heing saturated with water, 
lwcame so a<lhesin, that it was found im11ossible 
for either men or oxen to proceed. The wheels 
hecame one mass of clay, which nothing conld de­
tach; while the feet of the oxen became so large 
with the tenacious soil, that it was out of our pm,er 
to move them from the spot. Thougl1 we could 
only see the smoke of distant villages, we had fre­
quent visitors bringing us ahuntlant supplies of 
milk and grain, horne on the heads of women he­
Jong-ing to the subjugated llechuana tribes. 

The dark clomly weather and uncomfortable ac­
commodations awoke gloomy fort•bo<lings in the 
mind:; of my people, some of whom would gladly 
have escaped, but the distance from l10me was too 
great. \\ hen the weather allowed us to procee<l, 
two days more hrought us through a frrtile country 
to the banks of the Limpopo, called Uri, higher up, 
where the scaly crocodile may he seen protruding 
his ugly snout on the sedgy bank of the river. 

Passing over some hills to the right, we were not 
a little surprisnl, on dcscendin:i into the next glen, 
to find a large hunting party of Berend lleren<l and 
his people, with a number of wagons. From Herem! 
I lcarne<l that :\lr. Archbell, Wesleyan missionary, 
had come along with him to look out for a suitable 
spot for a station, and in company with 1\1 rs. A. had 
left the party three days before to see l\loselekatse, 
and that the l\latab(•le monarch had rcfuse<l to re­
<·eh·e him till our arrival, our approach having been 
Jong announced at the capital. A special mes­
senger having arrived to conduct me thither, I pro-

cecded hy a circuitous route over hill and dale, 
quite difficult enough for human beings to traverse, 
much more so for oxen ...-ith wagons, and, after a 
long and harassing <lay's ride, we reached the Peban 
River to halt for the sabbath, the greater part of 
which I spent with l\lr. and l\lrs. Archbell, a treat 
I little expected when I left home. 

On l\Ionday we were joined by J\1r. A. and a 
tra<ler. From my l\latahele charge I learned that 
Moselekat•e was not altogether satisfied with Be­
ren<l's intrusion into his dominions, and had there­
fore refused to see anv one before our arrhal. 
lllr. A., who had been k~pt some days waiting, and 
was strongly inclined to return, was prevaile<l upon 
to accompany us, and t\,o days more we proceeded 
eastward, over a hilly, trackless, and woody country, 
receiving every demonstration of the pleasure 1\1 o­
sclekatse anticipated in welcoming us at his capital. 
In the early part of the <lay we came within sight 
of the long looked-for spot under a range of hills. 
One of the Tunas had left ns at the Limpopo, to 
appear in person before his king, aml, as he ex­
pressed it, to make my path straight to the abode of 
his sovereign. "There," sai<l 'Umhate, poi:gting 
to the town, "there dwells the great king Pezooln, * 
the Elephant, the Lion's paw," following up these 
titles with ascriptions of extravagant praise. 

.As the wagons ha<l to make a circuit to arrive at 
a ford through the rixer, Entsabotluku, Mr. Arch­
bell, myself, and two of our attendants, sad<lkd our 
horses to go the direct roa<l. When we reached 
the ri,·er we fonnd people bathing, who, seeing 
horsemen, scampered off in the greatest terror. 
"' e proceeded directly to the town, and on riding 
into the centre of the large fold, which was capable 
of holding ten thonsan<l hca<l of cattle, we were 
rather taken by smprise to find it lined by eight 
lmn<lred warriors, besides two hundred which were 
concealed in each side of the entrance, as if in am-­
hush. "'e were beckoned to dismount, which we 
did. holding our horses' hri<lles in onr hands. The 
warriors at the p:ate instantly rushed in with hideous 
yells, and leaping from the earth with a kind of 
kilt around their bodies, hanp:ing like loose tails, 
and their large shields, frightened our horses. 
They then joinctl the circle, falling into rank with 
as much order as if tl1ey had heen accustomed to 
European tactics. Ilere we stood snrroumlcd hy 
warriors, whose kilts were of ape-skins, and their 
legs and arms adorned with the hair and tails of 
oxen, their shields reaching to their chins, and their 
heads adorned with feathers. 

Although in the centre of a tom1, all was silent 
as the midnight hour, while the rrien were motion­
less as statues. Eyes only were seen to move, and 
there was a rich display of fine white teeth. Afu.•r 
some minutes of profouncl silence, which was only 
interrnpted by the breathing of our hors,•s, the war 
song burst forth. There was harmony, it is true, 
aDd they heat time with their fct·t, producing a 
sonn<l like hollow thunder; hut some parts of it 
was music befitting the nether regions, especially 
when they imitated the groanings of the <lying on 
the field of battle, and the yells and hissings of the 
conquerors. Another simultaneous pause ensued, 
and still we wondered what ,ras intended, till out 
marcl1e<l the monarch from behind the lines, fol-

• llcaven, one of his titles. 
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lowed hy a numher of men liearing haskcts and 
howls of food. He came up to us, and, having been 
instructed in our mode of salutntion, gave each a 
clumsy hut hearty shake of the hand. He then 
politely turned to the food, which was placed at our 
feet, and invited us to partake. By thif time the 
,~agons were seen in the distance, and having inti­
mated our wish to he directed to a place where we 
might encamp in the ontskirts of the town, he ac­
companied us, keeping fast hold of my right arm, 
though not in the most graceful manuc1·, yet with 
perfect familiarity. "The laud is before you; yon 
are come to your son. Yon must sleep where you 
please." "'hen the "moving houses," as the wagons 
were called, drew near, he took a firmer grasp of 
my arm, and looked 011 them with unutterable sur­
pri~e; and this man, the terror of thousands, drew 
back with fear. as one in doubt as to whether they 
were not living creatures. "'hen the oxen were 
unyoked, he approached the wagon with the utmost 
caution, still holding me by one hand, and placing 
the other on his month, indicating his surprise. 
lie looked at them very mtently, particularly the 

fcrence of taste and costume, as well as the armour 
used by tliosc distinct tt·i lies. Some thousands of 
the l\latahcle, composing several regiments, are dis­
tinguished hy the colour of their shields, as well as 
the kind and profusion of feathers which generally 
adorn tl,eir heads, having also a long feather of the 
blue crane rising from their brows. all which has 
an imposing effect at their onset. Their arms con­
sist of a shield, short spear, and cluh. The club, 
often made of the J1orn of a rl,inoceros or hard 
wood, they throw with unerring precision, so as 
even to strike clead the smaller antelope. The 
spear is not intended for throwing, but for close 
comhat, and such being their mode of warfare, the 
tribes accustomed to throw their light javelins to a 
distance, arc overtaken by these organized soldiers 
and mowed down. They must conquer or die, and 
if one return without his shield or spear, at the 

wheels; and when told of how many pieces of 
wood each wheel was composed, his wonder was 
increased. After examining all very closely, one 
mystery yet remained, how the large band of iron 
surrounding the fellocs of the wheel came to be in 
one piece without either end or joint. 'Umbate, 
my friend and fellow-traveller, whose visit to our 
station had made him much wiser than liis mast,•r, 
took hold of my right hand, and related what he 
had seen. " J\ly eyes," he said, " saw that very 
hand," pointing to mine, " cut these bars of iron, 
take a piece off one end, and then join them as you 
now see them." A minute inspection enrncd to 
discover the welded part. "Does he give medicine 
to the irou ?" was the monarch's inquiry. "No," 
said 'Umbat,,, "nothing is 11sed but fire, a hammer, 
and a chisel." l\losdckat,e then returned to the 
town, where the warriors were still standing as he 
left them, who received liim with immense bursts 
of applause. 

The accompanying sk,·tches exhibit a l\fatahele, 
and a Batlapi or llecbuana warrior. They are 
placed together for the purpose of showing the dif-

frown of his sovereign he is instantly dispatched hy 
another. They look best in their war dress, which 
is only worn on great occasions, and without which 
they are, like the Kafir tribes, in a state of nudity. 
They rarely use a war axe, which distinguishes the 
accompanying Beclmana warrior, and which he 
only uses when brought into embarrassed circum­
stances, when his spears arc expended, or when 
butchering the vanquished enemy. Their shields, 
made of the thickest part of the ox hi,le, are very 
difforcnt in size and shape. That of the l\latabelc 
is sufficiently large to cover the body, while the 
other is lip;ht, and easily manCI'nvred so as to throw 
off the missiles of the enemy. That of a Basnto 
is smaller still, and seems only capable of defending 
the left hand, which grasps the spears, and a rod 
bearing a phnue of !,lack ostrich feathers. 

l\foselekatse did not fail to supply us abundantly 
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with meat, milk, aml_a weak kind of beer, made 
from the native grain. He appeared anxions to 
please, am! to exhibit himself and people to the 
best advantage. In accordance with savage notions 
of conferriug hononr, all the inhabitants and war­
riors of the neighbouring towns were ordered to con­
gregate at hea,l qnarkrs, and on the following day 
a public hall was giwn in compliment to the stran­
gers. A smooth plain adjoiuing the town was 
selectetl • for the purpose, where l\loselekatse took 
his stand in the centre of an immense circle of his 
sohliers, numbers of women being present, who, 
with their shrill voices and clapping of hands, took 
part in the concert. A bout thirty ladies from his 
harem, with long white wamls, marched to the song 
backwal'(l and forward on the outside of the ranks, 
their well lnhricate<l shining bodies bt·iug too 
weighty for the agile movements which charac­
terized the matrons and damsels of lower rank. 
They sang their war songs, and one composeu on 
occasion of the visit of the strangers, 1,,r.izing on anu 
adoring with trembling fear aud admiration the 

y:#+· 

potentate in the centre, who stood am! sometimes 
regulated the motions of thousands by the move­
ment of his head, or the raising or depression of his 
hand. He then sat down on his shield of lion's 
skin, and asked me if it was not fine, and if we 
had such things in my country. I could not gratify 
his vanity by saying I <lid admire that which ex­
cited the most thrilling sensations in his martial 
bosom, and as to their heing balls, public halls, in 
honour of the great and renowned, I did not choose 
to acknowledge. 

This public entertainment or display of national 
glory occupied the greater part of the day, wlll'n 
the chief retired swollen with pride, amidst the 
deafening shouts of a,lol'ing applause, not only of 
the popnlace, hut of liis satraps, who followed at a 
<listance to <lo him homage at his own abode. 
Whent•ver he arose or sat down, all within sight 
hailed him with a shout, lJaaite ! or Aaite ! fol­
loweu by a number of his high sounding titles, 
snch as Great King, King ofhc:aveu, the El~phaut, 
&c. 

"'™ -"tfflMH M~ :i!2'Ue.iZ.!.&&•2Z:X2':l 

No. I. A lleclmana nt>e<lle or boJkin, about six inches long. 
2. Its sheath, maclc of brass wire. 
3. A war ax<>, the handle of rhinoceros horn, about two and a half feet 1011g. 
4. The slu•ath of a knil'e. 
5. The knife, six inches long, with a caned ivory hamlle. 

CHAPTER XXX. 
The Author's stay prolonged-An expression of gratitude-A 

Saturday e,·e-A criminal trie<l-Savage heroism-Suicide 
-Parasites-1\loselekatse's history-His character-.\ be­
rea'fed father- His efforts to redeem his son-Paternal 
affection-A motlwr•s lo,·e-Moselekatse's ·inquirif:'s-Pas­
sion for war-A monstrous action-Rough cooks-The hor­
rors of war-The Author returns home. 

As l\lr. Archbell found it necessary to make a very 
short stay, an<l lrnving myself left home without 
any intention of travelling half so far, I informe<l 

his savage majesty that my visit must also be short, 
as my family and friends at the Kuruman would 
suppose that evil had befallen me on a road where 
there was little other company than beasts of prey. 
This was all very reasonable, hnt he cont1·ived, 
with no little artifice and persuasion, to detain me 
ten days. During this periou, I had frequent in­
terviews with him, but I was not favourably situ­
ated for obtaining a knowkdge of his real character, 
for not a soul in his dominions <lared breathe a 
syllable that was not calculated to set him fo11h as 
the best and noblest of beings, immaculate in his 
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nctions, the very perfection of all that was lovely, 
just and good, possessing a power which conld 
hnrl the mountains from their foundations; and 
finally, that his smile was life, while his frown scat­
tered horror and death. l lowevcr, I karncd some~ 
thing of his disposition from the attmdants of the 
chiets who had visited the Knrnman, and who 
were permitted to remain at my wagons, with 
additions to their numlwr, to serve or carry mes­
sages, hut in reality to watch our moYcments, aud 
take cognizance of all interconrse between myself 
aml the natives. They were nevertheless very olic­
dieut to my sugg,•stions, for when I wanted quiet­
ness, I ha<l only to hold up my finger to signify 
who I wished should go, or who remain. Com­
mon people were uot allowed to approach without 
special permission, and I was frequently obliged to 
prevent my hody-gnanl discharging sticks, stones, 
or any thing else at any one who should dare ap­
proach within certain limits. It was with no little 
difficulty I prevented broken heads and broken 
bones, for they appeared to perform their tyrnnni­
cal functions with real zest. 

During one of my first interviews with l\losele­
katse, the following incident took place, which 
shows that, however cleg1:aclcd and cruel man may 
become, he is capable of being subdued by kindness. 
He drew near-to the spot ,there I stoocl, with some 
attendants bearing dishes of food; the two chiefs 
who had been at the Kurnman were with me, hut 
on tlu, approach of their sovereign, they bowed and 
withdrew, shouting, as usual, •· Raaitc 'nkhosi en­
koln," but were instantly desired to return. l\losc­
lckatsc, placing his left hand on my shoulder, and 
1,is right on his breast, addressed me in the follow­
ing language: •· l\lachohane," I call yon such hL~ 
cansc yon have been Illy father. Yon have made 
my heart as white as milk; milk is not white to­
day, my heart is white. I cease not to wonder at 
the love of a stranger. Yon never saw me before, 
hnt yon love me lllOrc than my own people. Yon 
fed me when I was hungry; yon clothc<l me when 
I was naked; you carried me in your bosom;" and, 
raising my right arm with his, mlcled, "that arm 
shiPldc,1 me from my enemies." Ou my replying, 
I was unconscious of having done him any such 
services, he instantly pointed to the two ambassa­
dors, who were sitting at my feet, saying," These 
arc great men; 'Umlmtc is Ill)" right hand. "·hen 
I sent them from my presence to sec the land of 
the white men, I sent my cars, my eyes, my mouth; 
what they hmrcl I heard, what they saw I saw, and 
what they saicl, it was :'lloselckatse who said it. 
Yon fed tb"m and clothed them, alHl when they 
were to he slain, yon wc1·e their shield. Yon clid 
it m,to me. Yon clicl it unto :'llosdckatse, the son 
of i:llachobanc." These expressions rccciwd acldi­
tional colourings from his retinue, who added lh·sh 
fuel lo the flame of pride which ever lmrncd in his 
heart, hy assuring him that it was the renown of 
his mighty name which had commanded the hom­
age of distant nations. The testimony nf his grati­
tude was duly appreciatccl ancl acknowledged, ancl 
the assurance given that it was in my pom,r to tell 
him news. This was the news of the love of Goel, 
to which he listened at first with apparcut atten­
tion, but his countenaucc soon betrayed a truant 

• The name of his father. 

mind, while his eyes looked with delight on the 
droves of sleek cattle approaching the town, and 
which possessed charms infinitely more captivating 
than the topics of our conversation. 

Thus enclecl the Satnrday eve, when his majesty, 
inclieating, by a polite how, that he had hearcl 
enough for the present, rose amiclst the shouts of 
his attcnclants, ancl retired to society and conversa­
tion more congenial with bis savage mind. 'Umhate 
ancl two of his relations, whom he wished to intro­
duce to my notice, remained behind till a late hour. 
One of these appeared to he a man of superior intel­
lect, ancl put rather striking questions on the sub­
jects which I had l,ronght before the attention of 
the great man. The stillness of a serene night, far 
from the dance aud war~ong, which echoed from 
the ncighbonring hills, inspirccl conficlcucc in these 
chieftains, who spoke in whispers, as if afraid that 
their king should hear their l ihcrty of speech. 
'Um bate repeated to his friend much that he Imel 
heard from me on the road about divine things. 
Though extremely cautious in their remarks, it was 
evident that they were not insensible of the rigours 
of the clcspotism nuder which they livccl. I had 
been _struck with the fine, open countenances of 
many of the warriors, who, thongh living amicl the 
bewildering mazes of ignorance and superstition, 
dcbasecl, clejcctcd, and oppressed under the iron 
sceptre of a monarch addicted to shedding blood, 
possessed nohlc minds; but, alas! whose only 
source of joy was to conquer or die in the ranks of 
their sovcn·ign. The following morning was 
markccl by a melancholy display of that so-callee! 
heroism which prefers death to dishonour. A feast 
had been proclaimed, cattle hacl been slaughtered, 
and many hearts heat high in anticipation of wal­
lowing in all the excesses of savage <lelight; eat­
ing, drinking, clancing, ancl singing the victors' 
song over the slain, whose hones lay bleached ou 
the neighhoming plaius. Every heart appeared 
elate hut one. lie was a man of rank, and what 
was callee! an Entnna, (an officer,) who wore on 
his head the usual ba,lge of dignity. lie was 
brought to head-quarters. Ilis arm bore 110 shield, 
nor his hand a spear; he had been divcstecl of these, 
w hie!J had been his glory. I le was brought into the 
1n·csence of the king, and his chief council, chargecl 
with a crime, for which it was in vain to expect 
pardon, even at the lwuds of a more humane go­
vernment. He bowed his fine elastic fi!c,'llrc, and 
kneeled before the judge. The case was investi­
gated silently, which gave solcnmity to the scene. 
.Kot a whisper was heard among the listening 
audicnee, and the voices of the council were only 
audible to each other, and the nearest ~pectators. 
The prisoner, though on his knees, had somcthi ng 
dignified ancl noble in his mien. Not a muscle 
of his countenance moved, hut his bright hlaekeycs 
indicated a feeling of intense interest, which the 
moving balance hl'twecn life and death only coulcl 
produce. The case required little investigation; 
the charges were clearly snbstantiatccl, ancl the 
cnlprit pleaded guilty. llut, alas! he knew it was 
at a har where uonc ever heard the heart-reviving 
sound of pardon, even for offences small compared 
with his. A pause ensued, cluring which the 
silence of clcath pervaded the assembly. At length 
the monarch spoke, and, addressing the prisoner, 
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said, "You are a dead man, hut I shall do to-day for the safety of the state, aud the country's good?"' 
what I never did hcforc; I spare your life for the and his clioicest men would have run upou the 
sake of my friend am! father" -pointing to the spot thick bosses of the enemy's buckler. 
where I stood. "I know his heart weeps at the I Moselekatse's conduct in this affair prodnced a 
shedding of blood, for his sake I spare your life; strange impression among hispcople,somcofwhom 
he has travelled from a far counti·y to sec me, and rcganled me as an extraordinary being, who could 
he has made my heart white; hut he tells me that thns influence one more terrible to them than the 
to take away life, is an awful thing, and never can fiercest lion of the forest. His government, so far 
he uudone again. He has pleaded with me not to , as I could discover, was the very essence of des­
go to war, nor destroy life. I wish him when he potism. The persons of the people, as well as their 
returns to his own home again, to return with a heart possessions, were the property of their monarch. 
as white as he lias made miue. I spare yon for his His word was Jaw, aud he had ouly to lift his fiuger 
sake, for I love him, aud he has saved the lives of or give a frown, and his greatest nobles trembled 
my people. Hut," continued the king, "you must in his presence. l\"o one appeared to have a judg­
he degraded for life; you must no more associate • ment of his own; noue dared negative an opiuion 
with the nobles of the laud, nor enter the towns of • breathed by his sovereign. Wlwu any were per­
the princes of the people; nor ever again mingle ] mitted to approach his person, they cronehed softly, 
in the daucc of the mighty. Go to the poor of the muttering his ~reat names. l\lessengcrs from the 
field, and let your cmnpanions he the inhabitants , distant out-stations of his domiuious were const.1ntly 
of the desert." The sentence passed, the pardouetl arriviug. These laid dowu their shlelds and spears 
man was expected to bow iu gratefol adoration to at a distance, approached, aud theu kneeled about 
him whom he was wont to look upou, aud exalt in thirty yards from his_ royal person; and when it 
songs applicable only to One, to whom bt'longs was his pleasure to receive the commuuication, it 
uuiYersal sway aud the destinies of man. But, no! was; conveyl·d by oue of his chiefs in waiting. 
holuiug his hands clasped ou his bosom, he replied, Some of these brought the uews of the attacks of 
"0 kiug, afllict not my heart! I Jiayc merited thy lious on some parts of his distant herds, hut no 
displeasure; let me he slain like the warrior; I I one presumed to he the reporter without bringing 
cannot live with the poor." Anti, raising his hand the hcall aud paws of the animal which had dared 
to the ring he wore on his hrow, he continued; to assail the possessions of its mighty namesake. 
"How can I live among the dogs of the kiug, and Although his tyranny was such, that oue would 
disgrace these badges of honour which I won have supposed his subjects would execrate his name, 
among the spears and shields of the mighty? No, they were the most servile devotees of their master. 
I canuot live! Let me die, 0 Pczooln !" His ·wherever he was seated, or wherever he slept, a 
request was granted, and his hands tied erect over number of sycophants, fantastically dressed, at­
his head. l\ow, my exertions to save his life were tended him, whose husiuess was to march, jump, 
vain. Ile <l.isdaiued the hoon ou the conditions aud dance ahout, sometimes stauding adoriug his 
offered, preferring to die with the honours he had person, then mam.euvriug with a stick, and voci­
won at the point of the spear-honours which even fcratiug the mighty deeds of valour performed by 
the act that condemned him did not tarnish-to himself and lllachobane. The same thiugs arc 
exile and p0Ye1iy, amongthechildreu of the desert. repeated again and again, often with a rapidity of 
He was led foiih, a mau walking on each side. articulation which baffiestheundcrstandingofthcir 
:\Iy eye followed him till he reached the top of a owu countrymen. After listening mauy times, I 
precipice, over which he was precipitated into the was able, with the assistauce of oue of these para­
deep pool of the river beneath, where the crocodiles, sites, to pick up the foJlowing expressions:-" 0 
accustomed to such meals, were yawning to devour Pezoolu, the kiug of kings, king of the heavens, 
him ere he could reach the bottom ! This was a who would not fear before the son of l\lachohane, 
sabbath morning scene, such as heathenism exhibits mighty iu battle! \\'here arc the mighty before 
to the vie"' of the Christian philanthropist; and the presence of our great king? Where is the 
such as is calculated to excite iu his bosom feelings strength of the forest before the great Elephant? 
of the de .. pest sympathy. This magnauimous The proboscis is breaking the branches of the forest! 
heathen kuew of no hereafter. lle was without It is the sound of the shields of the son of Macho­
God and without hope. But, howcYer deplorable bauc. He breathes upon their faces; it is the fire 
the state of such a person may he, he will not he among the dry grass ! Bis enemies are consumed 
condemned as equally guilty with those who, in the heforc him, king of kings! Father of fire, he 
midst of light and knowledge, self-separated from ascends to the hluc heavens; heseuds his lightuiugs 
the body, recklessly rush iuto the presence of their into the clouds, and makes the rain to descend! 
lllaker and :their Judge. \\·e have often rea!l of Ye mountains, woods, and grassy plains, hearken to 
the patriotism of the Greeks and Romans, and heard the voice of the son of Machohane, kinp; of heavcu !" 
that magnanimitv of soul extolled, which could This is a specimen of the sounding titles which in­
sacrifice honour,· property, and life itself, for the cessautly meet the ear of this proud mortal, aud arc 
public good, rather than become the vassals of a sutlicient to make the haughty monarch hclieYc 
foe, and Jive divested of the poor trappings of that he is what the terror of the name of Dingaan 
human glory; if this be virtue, there are eveu convinced him he was not; for, notwithstanding 
among Afric's sons, men not inferior to the most all his vaiu boasts, he could not conceal his fears of 
illustrious of the Homans. The very monarch the successor of the bloody Chaka, against whose 
who was thus influenced by the presence of the iron sway he had reheJled. 
Christian missionary, needed ouly to ask his war- It may be necessary to notice here, very briefly, 
riors, " Who among you will become a sacrifice the origin . of this great man. When a youth his 
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father was the chief of an indepernlcnt t.-ihe. His 
people were attacked hy one more powerful, and 
routed. He took refuge under the sceptre of Chaka, 
who was then rendering his name terril,lc hy deeds 
of crime. lllosdekatse, from his intrepid character, 
was placed at the head of a marauding expedition, 
which made dreadful havoc among the northern 
tribes; hut, instead of giving up the whole of 
the spoils, he made a reserve for himself. Th.is 
reaching the ears of Cbaka, rewnge instantly 
lmrned in the tyrant's bosom, who reso!,·ed to an­
nihilate so daring au aggressor. Moselekatsc was 
half prepared to take flight, and descend ou the 
thickly-peopled regions of the north, like a sweep­
ing pestilence. He escaped, after a desperate con­
flict with the war1;ors of Chaka, who killed nearly 
all the old men, and many of the women. llis 
destructive career among the Bakone tribes has 
b,·cn noticed; but dire as that was, it must have 
been only a f"int transcript of the terror, desola­
tion, and death, which extended to the utmost limits 
of Chaka's arms. Though hut a follower in the 
footsteps of Chaka, the career of :lloselckatse, from 
the period of his revolt till the time l saw him, and 
long after, formed an iuterminalile catalogue of 
crimes. Scarcely n mountain, over extensive re­
gions, but liore the marks of bis deadly ire. His 
experience and native cunning enabled him to 
triumph over the minds of bis men, and made his 
trembling captives soon adore him as an invincible 
sovereign. Those who resisted, and would not 
stoop to lie his dogs, he butchered. He trained the 
captmed youth in bis own tactics, so that the ma­
jority of his army were foreigners; but his chiefs 
and nobles gloried in their descent from the Zooln 
dynasty. lie had carried his arms far into the 
tropics, where, howenr, he had more than once 
met with his equal ; and on one occasion, of six 
hundred warriors, only a handful returned to be 
sacrificed, merely because they bad not conquered, 
or fallen with their companions. A bjcct repre­
sentatives came, while l was with him, from the 
subjugated tribes of the '.Ilamanguato, to solicit his 
aid against a more distant trilie, which had taken 
their cattle. By means like .these, it may lie said, 
"He dipped his sword in blood, and wrote his 
name on lands and cities desolate." In bis person 
he was below the middle stature, rather corpulent, 
with a short neck, and in bis manner could be ex­
ceedingly affable and cl1eerfnl. His voice, soft and 
effeminate, did not indicate that his disposition was 
passionate; and, happily for his people, it was not 
so, 'or many would have liccn liutchered in the 
ebullitions of his anger. 

The above is but a faint description of this Napo­
leon of the desert,-a man with whom I often con­
versed, and who was not wanting in consideration 
and kindness, as ,~ell as gratitude. But to sympathy 
and compassion Iris heart appeared a stranger. 
The following incident, for a day or two th.i·ew a 
mystery over my character which he could not un­
derstand, though it was only an illustration of the 
principles I laboured to implant in his heart, appa­
rently impervious to any tender emotion winch had 
not self for its object. 

It has been before stated, that I was accompanied 
to l\loselekatse by lllokatla, chief of the Bahurutsi. 
Dreading being driven with Iris subjects from his 

own native home, and picturesque wilds, and the 
tomhs of his forefathers, and perhaps extirpated, as 
other tribes had liccn-whose bones lay withering 
in the hlast, on the plains and vales which lay in 
our course,-he placed himself and attendants nuder 
my protection, though I was myself a stranger, and 
had not seen the object of his terror, and that of the 
tribes around. lie hoped that as the missionary 
character ha,! recommemlcd itself to him, also a 
savage, he might g,o and rl"lurn unscathed, and ob­
tain tile friendship of one who, as he sometimes 
expressed it, " prevented his peaceful slumbers." 
llis attendants were respectable, all anticipating 
feasting and favour from one who wallowed in the 
spoils of war. There was one exception. This was 
a poor man, whose appearance, dress, and manner, 
informed me that he was truly the child of poverty, 
and perhaps of sorrow. This led me to take more 
notice of him than am· other of the chief's atten­
dants. I felt sympathy for the man, supposing he 
had been compelled to follow the train of his chief, 
and leave liehind him a family ill-supplied, or some 
beloved memlier sick. No; his downcast looks 
arose from other causes. lie bad had two sons, 
about the ages of eight and ten. These had been 
absent in a neighhouriug glen, when a party of 
l\latabelc warriors seized the boys, and carried them 
as spoils to head-quarters. lie and bis partner in 
affliction had for more than a year mourned the Joss 
of their children, and hy taking a few trinkets and 
heads, his little stock of ornaments, the father hoped 
to obtain their release. After a journey of deep in­
terest and a flattering reception, and days passed in 
festivities and displays of kindness to the strangers, 
the man sent in bis bumlilc petition liy one who 
could approach the presence oftlie king, oflering the 
little he bad (to redeem his two boys. Some time 
afterwards, the proprietor of bis sons came and 
seated himself before my wagon, as I drew near to 
witness the transactic'Il. The poor man spread his 
ragged mantle on the ground, and laid on it a few 
strings of beads and some native-made ornaments, 
valualile to lrim, but on which the haughty noble 
would scarcely deign to cast his eye. The father 
sighed to see bis look of scorn. lie then drew 
from his tatt~red skins, which he had lirought with 
him, and on which he reposed at night, a small dirty 
bag, containing a few more strings of half-worn 
beads, and placed them beside the former : these 
were borrowed. The scornful look was again 
repeated. He then took from his anus two old 
copper rings, and rings of the same material from 
his cars. The chief answered the anxious eyes of 
the now desponding father with a frown, and an in­
dignant shake of the bead. lie then took from his 
neck the only remaining link of beads which he 
possessed, and wl,ich it was evident he had worn 
many a year. This, with an old, half-worn knife, 
he added to the offered ransom. It was his all ; and 
it is impossible ever to forget the expression of 
those eyes, ". hich, though from national hahi t 
would not shed the tear of sorrow, were the index 
of the deepest anxiety as to the result. Neither the 
man uor his ornaments excited the smallest emotion 
in tlie bosom of the haughty chiet; who talked with 
those around hini about general affairs, maintaining 
the most perfect indifference to the oliject of 
paternal agony liefore his eyes. He at last arose; 
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and being solicited Ly one who felt something of a 
father's love, to pity the oh! man, who had walked 
nearly two hundn·d miles. and brought his little all 
to pmchase his own chihlren, he replied, with a 
sneer, that one ha<l died of col<l the prece<ling win­
ter, an<l what the father otkrcd for the other was 
not worth looking at; adding, " I want oxen." " I 
have not even 11 goat," replied the father. A sigh­
it was a heavy sigh-bmst from his bosom :-one 
dead, and not permitted cYen to see the other with 
his eyes. The chi1·f walked off, while the man sat 
leaning his head on the palm of his right hand, and 
his eyes fixed on the ground, apparently lost to 
every thing hut his now only son, now doubly dear 
from the loss of his brother, and he, alas ! far be­
yond his power to rescue. On taking up his mantle 
to retire, he and his party being obliged to leave 
early to return to the place whence they came, he 
was told to be of good cheer, and an effort would be 
made to g<'t his son. lie startled at the sound, 
threw his mantle at my feet, and spreading out his 
hands to what he had olfercd, said," Take these, my 
father, and pity me." " Retain them for yourself," 
was the reply. He kissed the hand of his pkdged 
benefactor, aml <lepa11ed, saying, Ki tla 11a le boroko. 
"I shall have slumber," (peace of mind.) 

In the course of the following <lay, a favourable 
moment was sought to bring the case before the 
king. He instantly ordered his brother, the indi­
vidual who possessed the hoy, to wait upon me, 
which he promptly <lid; and on receiving several 
pounds of a valuable kind of heat.I, he immediately 
despatched a messenger to bring the boy, who was 
at a distance, and who arrived the following day. 

On 1ny return to l\1osega, aud approachiug the 
base of one of those hills amidst which the town lay 
cmbosomed, a human being was seen rnshing down 
the steep towards the wagons, with a rapidity 
which led us to fear that she would fall headlong. 
Every eye was upon her, while some said, " It is 
the alarm of war." The wagon-driver, who sat by 
me, most emphalically exclaimed, " It is a woman, 
either running froru a lion, or to save a chihl." 
Yes, it was the mother. She had heard from some 
of the pal'ty who preceded the wagons that morn­
inir, that her son was there : she had ascen,kd the 
hill behind which the town lay, aml gazed till the 
wagon emerged from a ravine. Frantic with joy, 
she J"all breathless towar<ls me. To prevent IIL"r 
coruiug in conta1·t with the wagon wheels, I sprang 
to the ground, when she seized my hands, kissed 
and bathed them with her tears. She spoke not one 
word, hut wept aloud for joy. Iler son drew near, 
when she instantly rushed forwar<l, and clasped him 
in her arms. 

In the frequent intercourse I had with 1\rosele­
katse, he was \'cry in11nisitivc. The missionary, as 
an instructor of the natives in divine truth, was to 
him a mysterious character. lie asked me if I could 
make rain. 1 relcrn·,l him to the Goveruor of the 
universe, who alone conld gh"c rain and frnitfnl 
s(•asous. 'Umhate was more than once called to 
hear his testimony as to our operations and manner 
of_ livi11g at the Kurnman. Our lcaYing our own 
conntry for the sake of the nati,·cs, obedient to the 
will of the inYisihle Being whose character I had 
described, was to him a l)(•wil<lcring fact; for he 
<li<l not appear to ,loubt my word; and how we could 

act independently of our sovereign, or without 
heing his emissaries, he could not understand : but 
his greatest puzzle was, that I had not seen my 
king, and could not <lescri be his riches, by the 
numbers of his flocks arnl herds. I tried to explain 
to him the character of the British government, the 
extent of onr commerce, and the good onr nation 
was doing in sending the gospel of peace and salva­
tion to the nations which know not God; and told 
him also, that our king too had his instructors to 
teach him to serve that God, who alone was "King 
of kings, and King of the heavens." "Is your king 
like me~" he asked. I was sorry I could not give 
him a satisfactory reply. When I described the 
hless1,d cffcct5 of peace, the populousness of my own 
country, the industry of the people, the number of 
sheep and cattle daily slaughtered in the great 
towns, the reigning passion again Lnrst forth in the 
exclamation, "Your nation must be terrible in 
battlc ; you must tell your king I wish to live in 
peace." 

The ,lay after this conversation he came to me, 
attended by a party of his warriors, who remained 
at a short distance from us, <lancing aml singing. 
Their yells and shouts, their fantastic leaps, ant.I 
distorted gestures, would have impressed a stranger 
with the i<lea that they were more like a company 
of fiends than men. Addressing me, he said, "I aru 
a king, hut you are l\lachohauc, and I am come to 
sit at your feet for instruction." This was season­
ahlc; for my mind had just been occupied in con­
templating the miseries of the saYage state. I 
spoke much on man's ruin, and man's redemption. 
" Why," he asked, " arc yon so earnest that I 
abandon all war, and not kill mcIJ ?" "Look on the 
human bones which lie scattered over your do­
minions,'' was my reply. "They speak in awful 
langna!(e, and to me they say,' \Yhosoever shcd,ll'th 
man's blood, by man also will his blood be shed.'" 
This was fearful language in the cars of such a 
murderer. " You say,'' he added, " that the <lead 
will rise again." My remarks on this subject were 
stm1liug in the ears of a savage, and he interrupted 
by hastily assuring me that he wonl<l not go to war. 
While we were yet speaking, a body of ,llaclwl,a 
sol<lil'rs advanced, am! bowed behind their shields 
at a distanc,·, to wait his awful nod. The Entoto 
( marric1I man) their leader, then addressed him in 
language and attitude the most suppliant. The 
burden of the petition was, "Permit ns, 0 king of 
heaYcns, to obtain new shields:" in other wor<ls, 
"Allow ns to go and attack some distant town, to 
ac<111ire new spoils and fresh glory." This was an 
inauspicious moment for these ambitious men. 
Turning to me, the monarch said," You sec it is 
my people who wish to make war," and instantly 
dismissed them from his presence. 

As he was rather profuse in his honorary titles, 
espPcially in calling me a king, I requested him 
rather to call me teacher, or anything hut a king. 
" Tlwn," he said. " shall I call yon my father?" 
" 'Y l's," I r,•joiued, " but only on con<lition that yon 
be an obedient son." This drew from him and his 
nobles a hearty laugh. When I recommcn<led a 
system which woul1l secure not only safrty, hut 
plenty to his people, without the unnatural one of 
keeping up a force of many thousands of nnmarric<l 
warriors; he tried to convince me that his people 
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were lmppy, aml to a stranger they might appear so, 
for, alas, they dared not let any n111rmur n•ach his 
car, but I kucw more than he was aware of. I 
kucw m::uiy a couch was steeped with silent tears, 
and many an acre stained with human hlood. About 
ten minutes after the conversation, a 10\·dy hoy, the 
son of 011c of his many wives, sat smiling on my 
knee, caressing me as if I were his own father. As 
some of the king's harem were seated near, I a~kc<l 
the boy which was his mother. He shook his little 
head and sighed. 1 asked no more, hut learned 
soon aller that the mother, who was the <laughter of 
a captive chief, was a superior woman, and took the 
liberty of remonstrating with her lord ou the 
multitude of his concubines. One moming she was 
dragged out of her house, aud her head severed from 
her body. 

The happiness of the king and his subjects ap­
peared to he entirely derived from their success in 
war, and the reward of a wife was a stimulus to his 
men to multiply their victims. Days of feasting 
were held, when they glutted themsehes with tlesh. 
The l>loody bowl was the portion of those who 
could count the tens they had slaiu in the day of 
battle. One evening two men bore towa1·<ls me an 
enormous basket. It was the royal dish sent from 
the presence of his majesty. The contents smoking 
hloo<l, apparently as liquid a; if it had just come 
from the arteries of the ox, and mixed with 
sausages of suet. I acknowledged the honour he 
wished to confer, but begged to be excused partak­
ing of so lordly a dish, as 1 never ate blood when I 
could get anything else. This refusal gave perfect 
satisfaction, when the whole breast of au ox, well 
stewed, was immediately sent in its place. As no­
thing can he returned, the hearers of the smoking 
present, and others who were standing ronu<l it, had 
scarcely heard that they might do what they pleased 
with it, when they rushed upon it, scooping it up 
with their hands, making a noise equal to a dozen 
hungry hogs around a well-filled trough. 

Ou my journey to and from this polite, and, I 
might truly a<l<l, grateful ba,·barian, I received 
great attention, au<l was exposed to no annoyance. 
Having to pass through a couutry full of lions, a 
number of warriors constantly attended the wagons, 
whom I snpplied with food out of the numberk•,s 
presents of milk, grain, and slaughter oxen which I 
had received from their munificent master. On 
more than one occasion as mauy as fifty dishes were 
brought from a village, and placed before me ; but 
the l\latabelc escort could not conceal their strnng 
passion for meat; and when I gave them the leg or 
shoulder of an ox, they immediately kindled a fire, 
into the centre of which the whole leg would he 
thrown, and occasionally tnme<l with a loug pole. 
After being burue<l and roasted some inches deep, it 
was dragged forth, and as soon as it was sufficiently 
cool to allow of its being seized with their hands, 
they squatted on the gronn<l around it, and raising 
it to a level with their mouths, each tore off a piece, 
and the mass might be seen moving to and fro, ac­
cording to the success of the teeth in seizing a firm 
hold. When they had penetrated to what was too 
raw, it was thrown again into the fire for a secou<l 
course. I never saw them eat raw flesh, as some 
have affirmed to be their 1iracticc. 

To these facts, extracted from a voluminous 

journal, my limits will 011ly permit me to add one 
pictnrc more of heathenism. calculated to awaken 
all the sympathies of an enlightened mind. 1 am 
1wrsua<le<l no one of my readers would thank me 
for a minute description of manners and dress, 
which could only excite disgust, and details of 
reYenge aud the punishment of capital crimes, in 
which there is a combination of all that is fcrneious, 
horrid, and cruel. The following description of 
their mode of warfare aud treatment of captives, 
cannot hut excite the deepest sympathy for the 
millions of our fellow men, who arc perishing thus 
awfully for lack of knowle,lgc in the dark regions 
of this benighted world. The :\lataLele were not 
satisfied with simply capturing cattle, nothing less 
than the entire subjugation, or destruction of the 
vanquished, could quench their insatiable thirst for 
power. Tims, wlwn they conquered a town, the 
terrified iuhaLitants were driven in a mass to the 
outskirts, when the parents and all the married 
women were slaughtered 011 the spot. Such as 
have dared to be brave iu the defence of their town, 
their wives, and their children, are reserved for a 
still more terrible death; dry grass, satnrnte<l with 
fat, is tied rnun<l their uaked Lo<lies anJ then set 
on lire. The youths and girls arc loaded as beasts 
of burden with the spoils ofthc town, to be marched 
to the homes of their victors. If the town be iu 
an isolated 1iosition, the helpless infants arc left to 
perish either with hunger, or to be devoured \Jy 
beasts of prey. On such an eveut, the lions scent 
the slain au<l leave their lair. The hyenas and 
jackals emerge from their lurking places in broad 
day, and revel in the carnage, while a cloud of 
vultures may be seen descending on the living and 
the dead, au<l holding a carnival on human flesh. 
Should a suspicion arise in the savage bosom that 
these helpless inuoccuts may fall into the hau<ls of 
friends, they will prevent this by collcctiug them 
into a fold, and after raising over them a pile of 
brushwooJ, apply the flaming torch to it, when the 
town but lately the scene of mi1th, becomes a heap 
of ashes. Oh ! Christians of England, can you, as 
subjects of dh·ine love, as possessing the blessed 
gospel of the Sou of God, and as holding his last 
commission from the mount of Olives to publish it 
to the ends of the carth,-can you gaze on these 
fields of human blood, these regions of' unutterable 
woe, without emotion? Ah! brethren, could JOU 

behold the scenes yonr missionaries witness, JOU 

would wake up with a power of pity which wonld 
impel you to deeds of Christian compassion, com­
pared with which your past exertions would appear 
as nothing. 

Having resolved on returning, l\loselckatse ac­
companied me iu my wagon a long day's journey 
to one of his principal towns. He soon became ac­
customed to the jolting of an African wagon, and 
found it convenient to lay his well lubricated body 
down on my bed, to take a nap. Ou awaking he 
invited me to lie down besi,\c him; but I begged 
to he excused, preferring to enjoy the scenery 
around me. Two more days we spent together, 
<luring which I renewed my entreaties that he 
would abstain from war, promising that one day he 
should be favoured with missionaries, which he 
professed to desire. Having obtained from me 
my telescope, fo1· the purpose, he said, of seeing 011 

L 
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the other side of the mo1mtains if Diugaan, the 
kiug of the Zoolus, whom he justly dreaded, was 
approaching, I bade him farewell, with scarcely a 
hope that the gospel coulil he successful aruo11g the 
l\latabele, until there shouhl he a revolution in the 
irovernrneut of a mouarch, who demanded that 
homage which pertains to God alone. A few mo­
ments before I left him, I remarked that it was the 
duty of a wise father to instruct his sou, and as he 
called me Machobauc, I thought it right agaiu to 
warn him, that if he did not cease from war, 311(1 

restrain his lintnua (nobles; from perpetrating th,·ir 
secret and dreadful crnelties on the ahorigines, he 
might expect that the eternal Got.I would frown 
npon him, when the might of his power would 
soo11 he broken, and the hones of his warriors would 
mingle ,vith those they had themsclws scattered 
over his desolate dominions. To this solemn ex­
hortation he only replied, "Pray to your'God to 
keep me from the power of Dingaan." After a 
jonmey through the country already described, 
preserwt.! amit.! many t.!angers from beasts of rrey, 
I arrived safely at home after an ahsence of two 
months, allll found ;\lrs. 1\1. and our family with 
Mr. Hamilton well, and chl'ered with the con­
tinued ,lisplay of the divine blessing on the Kuru­
man mission. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

The progres,,; of ci,;]ization-TI1c foundation of the chapPl 
laid-Description of the st..1tion-Ll•arning to print-Intro­
duction of the printing press-Seasonable supply-Beren,l's 
comman<lo-The cata.-;11ophe-:\li-,.,;ion to tlw Hahurutsi-A 
daughter's compa.,;-;ion-Thc Scripture Les.;;ons-The dying 
grandmother-Another instancc_•-])oly::amy-The '''or<l 
Lles.•wd-Difficulties-Dr. A. Smith's kindness-The Author 
accompanies the expedition-.Arriw· at ::\[oselekatse's­
Curious ceremony-Superstition-The lost hor:;c-Esc:i.pe 
from a lion-Return to the Ku.ruman. 

Tm; country had been blessetl with such plentiful 
rains that liclds and gardens teemed with plenty, 
such as had not been cxpel'ieucct.! for several years. 
The ancient ramparts of superstition had been 
broken through by our conYcrts, and many others, 
who could see no reason why the productions of 
their field and garden labour should be confined to 
the varieties of their native grain ( Holcu.< snr!llwm ', 
pumpkins, kidney heans, all(! water UJelons, the 
only vegetahlcs cultivated by their forefathers. 
Instead of purchasing a wry inferior tobacco from 
the Balmrntsi, who were no longer ahle to supply 
the market, having imitated 0111· example of leading 
out water, they began to plant it themselves, an,! , 
it soon became a profitable artick of traffic, as it ; 
had formerly been to those who lived in a bett,•1· 
watered country. They also thankfully acceptt•d 
the see<ls anti plants of grain and vegetables we 
had introtlncc<l, of maize,* wheat, barley, peas. 
potatoes, carrots, onions, and they also planted 
fruit-trees. As the course of our water ditch along 
the side of a hill appeared as if the st1·cam ascende,l, 

• :'\laizt> ( fountl abundant among the )latahde, wlH•r" it 
,Joe,; nol rt•quire irrig-a1 ion ; also a line largt> spPcies of kidne~• 
beRu, tlit> pod:-. of which grow umler ground, anJ are earthed 
up like polatoe.:t. 

several of the natives set to work in good eamest, 
and cut courses leading directly up hill, hoping the 
water would one day follow. Ploughs, harrows, 
spatles, and mattocks were no longer viewed as 
the implements of a certain caste, but as the imlis­
pensahlc auxiliaries to existence aml comfort. The 
man who before would have disdainet.! to be seen 
engaged in such an occupation and with such a 
tool, was now thankful to ha ,·e it in bis power to 
buy a spade. 

The spiritual affairs of the station kept pace with 
external improvements. The house of God con­
tinued to he well filled, ant.I though the strong ex­
citement which prevailed in the early part of 1829 
had subsidet.!, knowledge was on the increase, a 
growing seriousness was observable, and there was 
c,·cry reason for encouragement. Progress was 
made in reading, which increased my anxiety to 
make a revision of the gospel of Luke, rspecially 
as it was necessary for me to ,·isit Cape Town. 

As soon as the secont.! mission house was fiuishe.t, 
and occupied by 111 r. Hamilton, the foundation of a 
place of worship was laid. This was commenced 
(•arly in the year 1830, at the suggtstiou of 1\1 r. 
;\lillen, the mason, who engaged to devote his spare 
time, from trading in the interior, to the building 
of the walls. This edifice, howe,·er, from local 
circumstances, and the difficulty of prncuring 
timber, was not finished till several years after­
wards. The accompanying drm,ing gives a bird's 
eye view of the station, with the chapel, as com­
pleted in I 839, and the frontispiece is a correct 
Yiew of the SJJ0t on which the chapel and mission­
l10uses stand. The buildings arc of blue or dove­
coloured limestone, and thatched with reed and 
straw. The place of worship may he easily t.!is­
tinguishcd between the mission-houses, and the 
more distant buildings are the trader's shop, the 
smith's forge, and school-house. The lofty trPc·s 
opposite are a species of willow, peculiar to the 
Gariep or Orange Hiver; along the roots of these 
trees runs a watercourse five feet wit.le hy two deep, 
and heyond are the gardens and nlley ground. 
The watercourses were greatly extended, not only 
for purposes of irrigation, hut to drain the ex­
tensive valley intent.let! to Le brought into culti­
vation; a native water-fiscal was appointed to 
take care of them, and rewardet.! by those pos­
sessing gart.!ens dependent on irrigation. 

Having thus been permitted to witness some of 
the effects of the introduction of the gospel among 
the llcclmanas, and ha,·ing accomplished a trans­
lation of the gospel of Luke, and of Dr. Brown s 
Scripture Texts."' I repaired with my family to 
Cape Town, by way of Algoa Bay. Defore leaYing 
the Kurnman, I signified that it was my intention 
to collect subscriptions among the friends in the 
colony, towards the huihling of our new place of 
worship. "'hen this was made known, a number 
of the natives cheerfully came forward, and begged 
to add their mite to so important a work. Some 
suhscrihctl oxen, others goats, and a few money, 
though it was still very scarce among them, and 
a number eng~ged to giYe some months' lal1our. 
We left the station for the colony, and on arriving 

* The printing of this work was afterwards abandoned, and 
it~ place supplie,I by the .Scripture Lessons u:s<·d in the llo­
rough·road a11J other schooL.. 
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at Philippolis, we wcl'e not a little <lelightcd to meet I and Messrs. ltollan<l and Lemne, from the Paris 
at the house of ;'\lr. l\h•lvill, l\lr. an<l :\lrs. Baillie, Protestant l\Tiosionary :iociety, also appointed to 
of our society, <lcstine<l to the Bechuana missiou, labonr iu the interior. To ns, so long accustome<l 

to feel as if ont of the world, and comparatively <letained ns some time at Il, thelsdorp, from whence, 
forgotten, the season was one of great refreshment accompauie<l by l\lr. and l\lrs. E<lwards, we jour­
to onr souls. The accession of so many new la- neyed to the Kumman, where we arrived in June, 
boUl'ers was au answer to many prayers, an<l while 1831. 
they }lroceeded to the Knruman, we went on our Never since missionaries entered the country was 
way rejoicing in the assurance that as the work of such a treasnre conveyed to the mi5sion as on the 
conversion had cou1n1cnced, a glorious day of grace present occasion, for we hronght with us an edition 
was dawning on the Bechnana tribes. of the gospel of Luke, and a hymn-book in the 

After arriving at Graham's Town, where I left native language, a printing-press, type, pa}ler, an<l 
my family while I Yisited several of the missionary I ink, besides having obtained .-ery liberal snbscrip­
stations [n Kafir-land, and then some of those tions from the frien<ls in Cape Town, and other 
within the colony, we reach1·d Cape Town, in parts of the colony, towards the erection of a place 
October 1830. Frnm the iufantstatc of typogrnphy I of worship. In addition to this, i\lr. Edwards' 
in that place, I found it necessary to apply to :iir ' knowledge and experience in carpentering an<l 
Lowry Cole, then governor, to allow the gospel of building, rendered him not only a ve1·y dlicient 
Lnke to be printed at the government printing- labourer, but a seasonable assistant in the <•xisting 
office. This request was cheerfully acceded to, state of the mission; an<l his superior skill was 
hut compositors were wanted. This circumstance, , afterwards called into operntion, in raising the 
with the prnmise of au excellent printing-press, I roof of the largest mission chapel in South Africa, 
which Dr. Philip had in his possession for 011r 1

1 

which, in that remote region, iu the absence of 
mission, was a strong in<lncemenl for me to leam . cranes, required all the muscnlar force we couhl 
printing, and being joined by :\Ir. Edwards, who I collect. This was a new ern in the mission, and 
was originally destined to the llecl.mana mission, the press was soon calle<l into operation, when 
and now appointe<l to go there, the work was com-

1 

lessons, spelling-hooks, an<l catechisms were pre­
pleted under the kin<l superintendence of lllr. Van I pared for the schools. Although many of the 
<le Zandt. The paper was supplied by the British . natiYes had been informed how books were printed, 
and Foreign Bible Society, by whom also other I nothing conld c•xceed their slll'pt·ise when they saw 
incidental expenses were defrayed, which was only i a white sheet. after <lisappearing for a moment, 
a precursor of the boon since confcrre<l by that I emerge spangled with letters. After a f,.,w noisy 
noble institution on the Beclmana mission, the , exclamations, one obtaine<l a sheet, with which he 
fruits of ...-hich will he reape<l liy generations yet ! hounde<l into the village, showing it to every one 
unborn. A small hymn-book was also printed in he met, and asserting that Mr. Edwar<ls an<l I had 
the language. These lahonrs were scarcely corn- 111ad1• it in a moment, with a rmm<l black hammer 
pleted, when a severe attack of bilious fever, occa- (a printer's ball) an<l a ,hake of the arm. The 
sioned by over exertion in the hottest season of the description of such a juggling process, soon hronght 
year, brought me very low, hut though I was so a crowd to see the segatisho (pres~), which has 
weak as to be conYeyed on a mattress on board I since proYcd an auxiliary of vast importance to ou1· 
ship, my health was much irnprove<l by a fourteen cause. 
days' rough passage to Algoa Hay. Sickness among Great was our joy to find, on onr return after a 
our oxen, in audition to l\lrs. 1\1.'s coufienment, , years absence, that l\lr. Hamilton, our veteran 

L2 
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brother, was well, and that the station continued iu ' destruction, moved towards the dominious of the 
a prosperous state. Our t,,-o French brethren had I haughty tyrant, while the company received fresh 
suffered severely from an attack of illuess, but were , accessions from the Barolongs and others, who 
recovering. J\lr. Rolland had gone to look out for expected to come in for a share of tl,e spoil. Sue­
a station among the Bahurutsi, from whom he re- cess attended their arms, while the lovely landscape 
turned with a very flattering report; and imme- seemed to im·ite them to hecome lords of the wide 
diately the necessary preparations were made for domain, which had groaued under a tyrant's rod. 
commencing operations at l\losega. :\loselekatse and his nobles were taken by surprise, 

Among the treasures brought with us from the and the "mighty Elephant" was ready to take 
colony, was a box of materials for clothing, for the rcfnge in his native jungle. The men who de­
encouragement of such as were making efforts to fended his outposts teeming with cattle, either fell 
clothe themscl ves. This was the first supply of or fled in c,onsteruation, till the mass of captured 
the kind, and nothing could be more seasona!Jle to cattle became too unwieldy to be guarded even by 
a people jnst l,eginning to emerge from barbari~m, such a force. The sight of fat oxen, and the low­
the impoverished remains of scattered tri!Jes, but ing of kine, captivated their souls; many an evil 
the first-fruits of the gospel among the Bechuanns. eye ,ms fixed on the spoil, and anxiety to obtain 
The needy were supplied, and many a heart was the largest share began to rankle in the breasts of 
made glad. It is impossible for the author to the victors. They had slaughtered and eaten to 
revert to that interesting season, without recalling the full. The female prisoners had warned them 
with gratitude the memory of one who took the of their danger. "Shall a Kafir dare to fight with 
liveliest ,interest in the llechuanas. To the late a Griqua ?" was the evening's watchword; but 
:\liss Lees, the constant and beloved friend of :Mrs. amidst the reckless band there ,vere quaking 
111., we were indebted for active exertions amongst hearts, and couscienccs gnawing like the worm 
the friends in the congregation of Grosvenor Street that dieth not. Without a picket, a sentinel, or a 
Chapel, lllanchester, not only in procuring this watch, all self-secure, they fell asleep. Before the 
token of kindness for the poor natives, but sub- morning dawned, just as the waning moon dipped 
sequent supplies; she also collected a sufficient sum behind the mountain peak, a chosen band of 
to supply ns with a small fount of type; services veteran lllatabele rolled over the slumbering host, 
recorded in the annals of the heavenly world, scattering confusion, terror, and death. While 
whither she is gone. many never awoke, some fled in wild dismay; and 

Having thus obtained materials to work upon, when the curtain of night was withdrawn, a scene 
and J\lrs. M. now having the effective co-operation was exhibited-I leave the imagination of the 
of Mrs. Edwards and J\lrs. Baillie, a sewing school, reader to depict. 
on a much larger scale than Lefore, was carried on, In a few days Berend, of whose sincerity no one 
to the great comfort and improvement of the could doubt, and who had remained hy the wagons 
natives. The increase of our congregation obliged some days' journey distant from the catastrophe, 
us to build an additional wing to the chapel, and heard the tale of horror; and, now half-convinced 
several members were received into the church. that he was not the man to give redemption to the 
This season of pleasure was not without some alloy, Bakoue, returned, to be greeted by the widow's 
for the small-pox entered the country, and the epi- wail. It may not be improper to state here, that 
demic, with which old men only were previously while the southern portion of the l\latabele country 
acquainted, swept away many of the inhabitants; was thus made the theatre of bloodshed, a large 
aud among those who died on our station was one party of our people were on a hunting expedition 
of my own children. This was a frarful visitation, in the very centre of llloselekatse's domains, and 
and appeared to have been first brought by the would have been massacred, by a company with 
wreck of a commando, which returned from an which they came in contact, but for the circum-
attack on lllosekkatse. stance of their being from the Kuruman. 

Bcrend llerend, labouring under an unaccount- It was about six mouths after these events, that 
ahle delusion that he was destined to sweep i\lose- our French hrethren set off to :\fosega, and having 
lekatse, and his gang of blood-guilty warriors, from lcu out the water, they built a house, and formed 
the fine pastures and glens of the llakone country, gardens, hard by thousands of the llahurutsi, with 
and thus emancipate the aborigines from their the cheering prospect of successfully planting the 
thraldom, collected a heterogeneous multitude of standard of the gospel amidst that people. Bnt 
Griquas from every party, except thnt of Wat<'r- the rapi<l extension of Moselekatsc's dominion­
boer, Corannas, and other tribes, with sentiments the cupidity and over!Jearing conduct of his ambas­
as varied as the costume they ,,-ore, but unanimous sadors to l\lokatla, chief of the llaburutsi-and the 
in their enmity to the lllatabele king, and sallied duplicity and cunning of the latter, who, it must 
forth on what he comidered a noble but dnring he admitted, had but too good reason to dread so 
enterprise, which he might well expect would im- formidable a neighhour-soon compelled the mis­
mortalize his name as a benefactor of mankind. sionaries to retire. The Bahurntsi afterwards fled 
Ile had not, however, counted the cost, nor thought from their country, which was taken by the l\lata­
of the danger of joining hands with the wicked; hele, and the l,rethren went to J\lotito,* of which a 
and unfortunately his valued missionary, the Hev. sketch is given on the opposite page. As this place 
T. L. Hodgson, of the Wesleyan Society, whose was within the range ofour labours, the brethren felt 
well-known superior jndgment, and principles of some delicacy in acceding to our proposal that they 
love and mercy, would have. prevented the catas­
trophe, was a!Jsent from the station. The cavalcade 
of wagons and horsemen, with their magazines of 

* 111is spot, nearly forty miles N.:K.E. of the Kuruman, 
was nt that time only a fountain, and is now a lovely village, 
containin~ a very considerable population, 
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should settle there; hut Dr. Philip, who had just 
then arrived, cordially recommended the measure, 
and since that time we have contiuued to labour in 
the most perfect harmony and affection. 

While the Doctor was with u~, it was deemed 
proper to select from 0111· candidates such as had 
approved themselves to the church to be baptized. 
Pive made public profession of their faith in the 
gospel. l\lost of these were foreigners, who, by 
the wars in the interior, hacl, in the mysterious 
providence of Goel, been brought by a way they 
knew not, to find an eternal home by becoming 
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God; and often did they endeavour to describe, 
with native eloquence, the distinguishing love and 
mercy of that Go<l who had directed their feet to 
the Kornman mission. lllamonyatsi, one of these, 
some years aner died in the faith. She was a 
l\fatabele captive, and had accompanied me from 
the interior; had remained some time in the 
service of Mrs. 111., and early displayed a readiness 
to learn to read, with much quickness of under­
standing. From the time of her being united with 
the church, till the day of her death, she was a 
living eristle of the power of the gospel. Once, 
while visiting the sick, as I entered her premises, 
I found her sitting, weeping, with a portion of the 
word of God in her hand. Addr1•ssing her, I said, 
"l\ly child, what is the cause of your sorrow? Is 
the baby still unwell?" "No," she replied," my 
baby is well." " Yonr mother-in-law?" I inquired. 
"No, no," she sai<l, "it is my own dear mother, 
who bore me." Here she again gave ,·ent to her 
gi·ief, and, holding out the gospel of Luke, in a 
hand wet ,d th tears, she said, "lily mother will 
never see this word, she will never hear this good 
news!" She wept again and again, and said, 
"Oh, my mother and my friends, they live in 
heathen darkness ; and shall they die without 
seeing the light which has shone 011 me, and 

The Doctor also cousidere<l it advisable to place 
lllr. llaillie, who had already made considerable 
progress iu the Sech11ana language, at Tsautsahane, 
where a large party of Bechuanas had congregated. 

without tasting that love which I have tasted!" 
Raising her eyes to heaven? she i;ighed a prayer, 
and I heard the words ngarn, "i\ly mother, my 
mother!" 

This was the expression of the affection of one of 
Afric's sable daughters, whose heart bad been 
ta11gbt to mourn over the ignorance of a far-distant 
mother. Shortly after this evidence of divine love 
in her so11l, I was called upon to watch her dying 
pillow, and descended with her to Jordan's hank. 
She feared no rolling billow. She looked on the 
hahc to which she had hut lately given birth, and 
commended it to the care of her God and Saviour. 
The last words I heard from her fallering lips 
were, "My mothrr." 

The importance of introducing the Scripture 
Lessons, al ready referred to, having been suggested 
by Mr. llliles, who also fonrnrded me a copy, I 
immediately set aho11t a translation of this i.nvaln­
ahle work, which, after many years' experience, I 
feel no hesitatio11 in pronouncing an inimitable 
production for schools, aud fol' h11ilding np converts 
among the hcatheu, in the ahse11ce of the entire 
Scriptures. To spare my time for this object, 
lllrs. 111., in April. 1833, 11mlertook a journey to 
the colony, in order to see the children left at 
school near Graham's Town, and to take another 
for education. 011 her return, after an absence of 
five months, our printing-office was enriched with 
a snpply of lal'ge type, kindly furnii;bed by the 
Directors. Onr Bechuana schools, incl11ding those 
of Griqna Town and its out-stations, lllotito, and 
other m1rseries of education, were supplied with 
lessons which, we flattered ourselves, in that 
country, were well printed. New and enlarged 
editions of elementary works were also printed, 
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and portions of the Scripture Lessons were turned 
off, each additional sheet being received by the 
readers with increasing avidity. It was no un­
common thing to see the children around the 
printing-office door, waiting for a new sheet, and 
inquiring when additions were to be made to their 
little treasures of knowledge. "'e were visited at 
this time with refreshing showers of divine l,less­
ing, and very considerable accessions were made 
to the number of believers. Strangers from distant 
tribes were rcceiwd into the fellowship of the 
children of God. Among these, three very aged 
women, all grandmothers, were striking instances 
of the power of divine grace. One of them has 
finished her course since the author came to 
England. Although blind. the eyes of her nuder­
standing were opened by tile entrance of that word 
which giveth light. From that time till her death, 
a period of several years, she continued to adorn 
her profession hy a consistent walk and conversa­
tion. The infirmitif"s of age prevented her at­
tending public worship as often as she desired. 
Two or three months prior to her decease she ,ras 
confined to the house, when, as J\Ir. Edwards 
writes, "she appeared to tlwcll with delight on the 
mancllons goodness of the Lord to her;" arnl adds, 
"On one occasion when I ,·isited her, I ha,l posi­
tively to restrain her, that she might not exhaust 
her strength. Sensible that she could not survh·e, 
she admonished all who visited her to think for 
eternity. A few days before her death, she wished 
her children to he gathered together in her pre­
sence, desiring to speak to them before she left 
them. They surrounded her bed; and when in­
formed that all were present, she addressed them, 
':\Iy children, I "·ish you to know that I am to be 
separated from yon, hut you 11111st not on that 
account he sorrnwful. Do not murmur at the 
thought of my cle~ease. The Lord has spared me 
not a few days: He has taken care of me many 
years, and has ever been merciful to me; I have 
wanted no good thing. I know him to whom I 
have trusted the salvation 0f my soul. l\ly hope is 
fixc,l 011 J csus Christ, who has died for my sins, 
an,l lives to intercede. I shall soon die and be at 
rest; bnt my wish is, that )'Oil will attend to these 
my words. lily children, hold fast your faith in 
Christ. Trust in him, love him, and let not the 
world turn you away from him; an,! however you 
may he reviled and trouhleu in the worl<I, hold 
Yery fast the word of God, and faint not in pers,•­
vering prayer. :\Iy last word is, strh·e to live 
together in peace. Avoiu disputes. Follow peace 
with all, allll especially among yourselves. Love 
,•nch other; comfort each other; assist and take 
care of each other in the Lord.' After this charge 
to her children, she said lmt little. Her last wor'c!s 
were spoken some hours before her death, when a 
church memh,•r, e,·er in attendance at sick beds, 
called upon her. She h,,anl his voice, and said, 
'Y,,,, I know tlwe, l\logami, my brother in the 
Lord. I ::m going, hut thou wilt remain. Hold 
fast tlw word of l;od. Turn not from his ways. 
A 11(1 take a message to thy wife, my sister in the 
Lord, that she must use all diligence to ensure 
dernal life.'" 

Thus end(•d the career of l\Iamotlouogi, whom 
the author knew when her enmity to the gospel 

made her a terror to her own children; but in 
auswer to many prayers, she was thus corn pletely 
transformed. 8he was often seen leaning on a 
stick, led hy a grandchild to the house of prayer. 
Let the reauer contrast the above dcath-hed scene 
with the picture of heathenism given in page !JG 
of the present work. 

Another of these grandmothers, who had wal­
lowed in the very sewers of heathenism, the dupe 

• of all the supen;titions of former times, had been 
an active agent of the wicked one in opposing the 
progress of the gospel. As the representative of 
bygone ages-for the sno,~s of many a year were 
seen through the mass of grease and di rt which 
adorned her head-she was regarded with reve­
rence by the younger females on the station, as the 
oracle of ancient wisdom. She was wont to tell 
them what they knew not, of the customs of their 
ancestors. Ilad she heen a man, her contaminating 
influence would long have been arrested; for there 
were those ou the station whose influence would 
ha"e driven her to seek an asylum elsewhere, hut 
she was borne with because she was a woman. 
She bated the very sight of the place of worship, 
and had taught many to blnsphcme. One day she 
entered the chapel in quest of a child, and was con­
strained to sit a few minutes. She had not beard 
many sentences, when she tied from the hated spot. 
On the Sabbath following she came ag-Jin, when 
all who saw her felt alarmed, lest violence was 
intended against some one; bnt she quietly heard 
the voice of mercy, and retired in an orderly man­
ner. In the course of a few days she came to the 
author in a state hor,lering on Jistraction. "l\1y 
sins, my sins!" was the language of her lips; tears 
streaming down her alrea,ly furrowed cheeks. 
Her half frantic soul would hear no comfort, nor 
listen to any counsel. Night after night she would 
call me ont of bed, to tell her what was to hecome 
of her soul. One day, meeting her in the street, 
with hoth hands she grasped mine, and, as if her 
heurt wonhl break, cxclaime<l, "To live I cannot­
I caunot die." Again she was directed to the 
Lamb of God, and the fountain opened for her 
sins; lmt she intenupted, by saying," Yon say the 
blood of Christ cleanses from all sins ; do you 
know the number of mine? Look to yonder 
grassy plain, and count the blades of grass or the 
drops of dew; these are nothing to the amount of 
my transgressions." After continuing in this state 
sc\'eral weeks, she was enal,led to hclieve, when 
the being who once persecuted and cursed all who 
bore the Christian name, a mass of filth, which had 
given to her ha/!'gard an<l aged form an unearthly 
look, was found sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, 
aial in her right mind, adoring the riches of Divine 
grace, to one who was, as she would describe her­
self, "like the mire of the street." Remarking to 
her one ,lav, that, from her constant attendance on 
every meaiis of instrnction, she seemed like the 
Psalmist of old, desiring "to dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever," she replied, "I am ol<l in the 
world, but I '1ll1 ~11 a child in the school of 
Christ." She continued fervent in spirit; the 
s11hject of Jivine mercy and love so completely 
absorbing all the powers of her mind, that when 
visited in seasons of affliction, it was ditlicult to 
elicit anything ahont her disease; for, if her 
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answer commenced with the tlesh, it was certain to 
end with the spirit. When subscriptions were 
making for the Auxiliary :\lissionary :,iocicty, she 
one day brought in her hand her mite, a pumpkin; 
and when my wife renrnrked that she might retain 
it, and she would put down her name for a small 
snm, her soul seemed to melt within her. while she 
asked," \\'ho is so great a ,lehtor to the ·sadonr as 
I am? ls it too small? I shall {!;0 and borrow 
another." This was verily the widow's mit<', and 
was doubtless followed by the widow's reward. 

Among numerous examples of th•, power of 
divine grace, it onght to he particularly uoticed, 
that polygamy, that formidable barrier to the suc­
cess of the goi,pel among barbarous nations, bas in 
numerous instanc~s giYen way to the principle 
sanctioned by Christianity. Submission to this 
law is the severest test to which a savage can be 
suhjccted. \Yhcn we see a man, for conscience' 
sake, parting with one or more f.rvonritc wives, can 
we ,leny him the credit of sincerity? can we de­
mand a more satisfactory demonstration of the 
1·ealitv of the change? Among the converts at 
Griq1ia Town was a ;\Iosntn, who had tm wives. 
and he cheerfully partc,l with nine. in obedience to 
the requirements of the go~pel. I believe all the 
missionaries among the Bechnanas are unanimous 
in the opinion, that not only an cider, but every 
mem her of the church, ought to he "the hushan<l 
of one wife ;" and that the first wifo shonl<l be 
considerecl as having the rightful claim, unless she 
voluntarily renounces it. which has sometimes hccn 
done. Of conrse it is undcrstoocl that such arc pro­
Yide<l for by the husband as long as they continue 
unmarried. 

The villages of Hamhana, about dght miles dis­
tant, containing, at that time, upwards ofa thousand 
inhabitants, were regularly visited by one ofus; and 
from the time that the mission had been removed, 
we had continued to preach to that people wtthout 
any fruit whateYer from onr la hours; but on these 
a blessing eventually descended, and many from 
among them ha vc been added to the eh nrch. The~c 
haYc made delightful progress in the knowledge of 
divine truth, arnl have rcaliz<!d our highest expecta­
tions. They derived great henetit from the most 
intelligent of onr member!', who resided among 
them, and laboured for years, influenced only by 
the constraining love or Christ. 

About this time, the seed sown by ;\[r. Lemuc at 
l\Iotito began also to spring up. to cheer him and 
his beloved partner in their ~olitary labours. Not­
withstanding these pleasin11: indications, we were 
not without our troubles and enemies. \Ve had to 
mourn over a few who fell hack into heathenism, 
and thus became stumbling-blocks to others. Great 
forbearance and charity rc,1nirc to be exercised 
towards such as have hut jnst emerged from 1he 
grossest ignorance, and it is not to be wondered at 
if, in studiously avoiding to break the hmiscd reed, 
some are received even too weak in the faith. :\!any, 
alarmed at the progress made by the "medicine of 
God's word," as they termed it, were loud in their 
complaints of the new order of things which was in-
11'0<luced, and some were so determinately opposed 
to this new word or doctrine, that they remo'l"ed to 
a distance beyond the reach of the Christian atmo­
sphere. Some were conccmcd, lest the water in 

the river which passed our houses might receive an 
infusion, and being drank transform them too, 
None oftl,u chiefs of any intluencc lwd then elll­
braced Christianity,allll though they did not publicly 
oppose us, tlwy were of course 110 advocates for a 
doctrine, which, though, like a leaven, it was <lit~ 
fusing the blessings of pnrity and peace among the 
tribes, was dn•adl•<l hy the worldling and lascivions. 
They did not, as formerly, manifest any desire that 
we shonld leave the country, hut on the contrary, 
would deprecate such an event. Our itinerating 
journeys became extended, and we were occasionally 
visited by indiYiduals from a <listancc, who took 
with them some portion of the word of life "·hich 
they had heard on the station, by which means the 
savour of the gospel was spread. 

In January IS:15, Dr. ,\udrew Smith, at the bead 
ofan expeditiou to explore the in,erior, sent by an 
association in ('.:pc Town, arrived at the Kuruman. 
To myself as well as Ill)' wife, this was a dispensa­
tion of mercy, ordered hy that gracious Providence, 
without whom a sparrow cannot fall to the ground. 
Domestic affiiction bavin{!; compelled ~lr. Edwards 
to visit the colony, in a,hlition to the increase of 
la hour which necessarily dc,·olved on me during his 
absence, I had been imluced to apply to translation 
ail!l printing more closely than my strength would 
allow, in the hottest season of the year, during which 
much rain had fallen. Dr. S. found me suffering 
from a severe attack of intermittent fever,. but by 
the divine blessing on his medical skill, I was soon 
restored. While the expedition was surveying the 
borders of the Kalagare desert, prior to their visit 
to ~loselekatsc's dominions, i\lrs. l\I. was, after the 
birth of a son, snddenly taken ill, and brought to 
the very gates of death. The doctor, wl,cn info1mcd 
of this, immediately hastened to render all the relief 
in his power. Jlis tender sympathy, and nnremit­
ting attention in that trying season, clnring which 
all hOJlC of her recovery more than once had fled, 
can never he erased from our grateful recollection, 
for in the midst of his active and laborious cn1?3p;e­
ments at the head of the expedition, he watched for 
several successive nights with fraternal sympathy, 
what apJleare<l to he the dying pillow ofmy beloved 
partner, nor clid he leave before she was out of 
danger. While we devoutly acknowledge Jlis baud, 
"who healeth all our diseases," we cannot but record 
how much we owe to this intelligent and enterpris­
ing traveller, for the untiring assidnity with which 
he exercised his profe~sional skill. 

The Knatsi disease was also prevailing on the 
station at this time, and Dr. S. greatly endeared 
himself to our people in general by his benevolent 
exertions among them. These circumstances, as 
well as a disease among bis oxen, arising from the 
luxuriance of the grass,* detained him longer than 
he intended at the Kurnman, but hy his persevering 
diligence, it added materially to the objects of the 
expedition, by enriching his collection of specimens. 
A regular correspondence had been kept up between 
our station and :\losclekatsc, who ha<l never in one 
instance waYe1·ed in the confidence he placed in me 

• It is w•ry common for (':tttle brought from a rlis.tancc, to 
sulTC'r in thi-; wav before the,, lwC'omc- sf'a.'-OO('Cl to th<' dimatf• 
aml accnstomPd. to the piL-;iurf'. The mis.-.-iomuies in thC'ir 
visit to Graham's Town anrl. othn placP~ in the colony, ha,·e 
been e::-..posell to s('\'cre los.-,cs from a similar cause. • 
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since my former visit. Messengers "l"l"ho had now influence on his successes and conquests, thongh 
been sent to him, having returned "l"l"ith a lllatabele his address was more like calling to mind his heroic 
for the purpose of inviting the expedition to pro- deeds, than supplicating his aid. He also expressed 
ceed, the Doctor thought my presence might facilitate himself in strong language, desiring, or rather cam­
his object, and was anxious for me to accompany manding, that no evil should befall me on the road, 
him. Mrs. M., on the day of our departure, was but that I should return to my friends with a heart 
just able to rise from her bed to bid us farewell, as white as his own had been made by my visit. 
with the prospect of our being absent at least three After a long preamble, the ox, which had been some 
months. A short time before this, lllr. and 1\1 rs. time in his presence, was allowed to mingle with 
Edwards had retumed from the colony with their the herd. From all I could see in this affair, or 
family in improved health. could hear of the nature of their superstitious cus-

lt is unnecessary for me to describe the journey toms, many of then, similar to the above, differing 
to the llakone country with the interesting party from those of the central tribes, I could not consider 
who thus entered a new field of scientific research. them as idolatry, or adoration of any being, but 
At the l\folapo we were met by Kalepi, one of l\lo- ceremonies that sorcerers had invented, or the mere 
selekatse's principal officers, who conducted us to fragments of what had passed into oblivion. l\1. 
llfosega, then in possession of the l\Iatahele, where I Casalis, the French missionary, is of the same 
,re were cordially received. Passing the l\Iarikna opiuion with regard to the Basutos, among whom 
river, we arrived at the monarch's abode on the 1,·ery similar customs prevail. He remarks, "The 
Tolane river, whither he had retired to one of his Basutos speak of l\lorimo, consult their rain-makers 
cattle outposts, during the prevalence of an epidemic and their amulets, slaughter their victims, without 
in the country, which of course appeared to him appearing to attach the least religious idea to these 
more fatal in the large towns than at a sequestered actions. '\\"e have learned this from our fathers, 
village. The limits of my present work will not but we do not kno,v the reason of it.' This is the 
allow me to quote from a long journal, written antiwer they make to the questions which arc putto 
during a residence of two months with ;\loselekatse. them on these subjects. Perhaps it would facilitate 
I had intended to accompany the expedition while our labours if they had some notion of this kind.'' 
traYCrsing his territories, but to this he objected, Having travelled in a circuitous direction, we 
urging that I had gone there before, and that while came to Knrrcchane, or as it is more commonly 
he would send men to conduct Dr. Smith whereYer called, Chnenyauc, a noble mountain. in a fine, 
he wished to go, he could on no account dispense well-watered country, the boundary of i\lr. Camp­
with my company. I was therefore constantly with bell's journey; but the town which bore the name 
him for two months, during which, he visited in my of the mountain was not to be found by my lllata­
wagon several of his towus. l\lany opportunities bele attendants. The number of lions was fearful; 
were thus afforded me of conversing with him, and my old and only horse happening to wander from 
obtaining extensive information concerning the the wagons in the eYening, I begged llloselekatse to 
character of his people, the extent and nature of his send ant ~ome of his men to find it if possible, as it 
despotic s,vay, and the most deplorable state of the would, in all probability, be devoured before morn­
aborigines, who were either opprcsse1I by slavery, ing. He promptly complied with my request, and as 
or compelled to take refuge in the haunts of lions the meu passed my wagon, all inquired the name of 
and hyenas. When I brought these melancholy the horse; "!\Iars," was the 1·cply. A diligent 
effects of his policy before him, he would reply, search ensued, when they all shouted lustily for 
that they were owing to the ignorance and disohc~ I lllars, but were compelled to make a speedy retreat 
dience of his chief men, adding, that if missionaries owing to the lions. When they returned they said 
came to dwell with him, they would prevent tl1etie Ii that i\lars had wandered far, or had fallen asleep, 
evils by teaching the people. as he did not reply! Of comsc I gaYe up all hope 

From the frec1uent conversations I had with him of recovering him; but i\Ioselckatse, to comfort me, 
and liis people on the subject of religion, and some I sent a message, "That ~lorimo would assuredly 
of the strange ceremonies which I witnessed, it was take care of his own servant's horse." In the 
e,,-ident that though they were entirely ignorant of morning the lwrse was fonnd, though, during the 
the origin of all things, and of a Creator and Go- night, we had heard the lions roar from eyery point 
vcrnor, they usccl the name lllorimo*-or i\Iolimo of the compass. 
according to thcil' pronunciation -which they lt is a pleasing, sometimes an exciting exercise, 
applie,l not to a being or power, but to the state of to look hack on the rugged path which we ha\'e 
the tlead, or influence of the manes of the dead. been called to tread, and to recount the dangers from 
One evening an ox, bearing no particular mark, which a gracious Providence has rescued us. Some 
was driven into the presence of the sovereign, and of these have been so striking, that when I recall 
kept before him while he walked backward and the circumstances, I am forcibly impressed with the 
forward. It was said he was praying, but his sentiment, that "man is immortal till his work is 
prayer consisted of an eulogium on mysdf, and on done." On the present journey, wlien travelling 
his own power and renown, as well as those of his aloue in a woody am! sequestered place, I left the 
father i\lachobane. To my inquiries concerning direct road to avoid a ford, where there were mauy 
their iclcas on the immortality of the soul, I could cl'ocudiles. I had not proceeded t"l"l"o stone casts, 
obtain no satisfactory answer. i\'evertheless, there when it suddenly occurred to rue, that I should like 
appeared some reason to believe, that i\loselekatse to examine a projecting rock which lay beyond the 
had an idea that the spirit of i\lachobane had some path I had left. After examining the object which 

• This bcin~ the ,serhuana word, as I never roulJ discover had attracted my attention, I turned towal'ds the 
that the Zuulu~ ha,l even the name in their language. place whence I had conic, in order to retrace 1ny 
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steps, but saw a lion, which ha,] caught scent of me 
on that spot, looking ahout for his prey. I of course 
made for the ol<l ford, when, after throwing in, as 
is customary, some stones to frighten the crocodil~s 
away, I hastened to the other side, gla(l enough to 
get the watery monsters between the lion and 
myself. The lions in this p.U'tofthc country having 
gorged on human flesh, if hungry, do not spend 
time in looking at the human eye, as some arc said 
to do, but seek the easiest and most expeditions 
way of making a meal ofa man.* 

In the course of our journeys, ;\loselekatse niani­
fcsted g1·cat anxiety to convince me that the ruined 
towns we passed were the remains of former ages, 
and not the spoliations of his warriors; and in this 
instance he was correct. When we reached the 
l\1osega basin, in which one portion of his warriors 
dwelt, among thirteen villages, six of which were 
Uahnrutsi, who appeared to be tolerably well treated, 
he took great pains to point out this to me as a 
proof of the benignity of his sway. 

Dr. Smith and party having returned from one 
trip, I rode to Tolane, forty miles distant, and af1er 
an interesting n1ccting, and a day's socia] converse 
with the Doctor, I returned to l\loscga, to prepare 
for leaving the country, while the expe1lition pro­
ceeded towart.ls the tropics. Having received letters 
by messengers sent to the Knruman, incluJing one 
from the American missionaries, proposing to com­
mence a mission among the l\latahele. I laid the 
subject before l\1oselckatsc, to which he gave his 
cordial assent. 'flrns having settled everything 
necessary respecting future measures, and s11rvcycd 
the country to find large timber for the roor of om· 
new place of worship, I returned to the Knrnma11, 
to record again the goodness and mercy which had 
encompassed me and all the mission families d11ring 
my absence, ;\lrs. l\l.'s health also being much im­
proved. 

llefore concluding this chapter I would only oo­
serve, that the countries I visited 011 the presc11t, as 
well as on my former journey to Moselekatse, are 
the finest I have seen in Southern Africa, and capable 
of supporting a dense population, which they evi­
dently once did. The soil is exceedingly fertile, 
and minerals abound. Iron ore lie scattered over 

* In one or my early journeys, I had an escape from an 
African tiger and a serpent, no less providential. I hatl li>ft 
the w~ons, and wandered to a ilh.1.ance among the coppice 
;md grassy openings in quest of µ-ame. I har\ a small douhh•­
Larrelled gun on my shoulder, which was loaded with a ball 
anll small shot; an antl'lope passed, at ,,..·hich I fired, am\ 
slowly followe1l the course it took. After <ulvancing a short 
db,tance, I saw a tiger-cat staring al me between the forkt>d 
l1ranches of a tree; behind which his Ion~ spottr.J body w.1.-.. 
concealed, twisting and turning his tail like a cat just going- lo 
spring on its prey. This I knew Wa.<i a rritical moment, not 
l1aving a shot of ball in my f,'lm. I moved about 3.'i if in 
SP.arch of something on the gra.i.S, taking care to retreat at the 
same timr.. After getting, as I thought, a suitable distance to 
turn my back, I moved somewhat more quickly, but in my 
anxiety to escape what was behind, I did not see what wa.,;; 
brfore, until st.1rtled by trt•ading on a lan.{e cohra de capello 
.serpent, a.-;lccp on the ~rras.-.. It instantly twirled its hotly 
round mv leu, on \\hid1 I had nothing hut a thin pair of trow­
sers, whc>;1 I )(>aped from the spot, dr~g:ing the venomous and 
enraged rPptile aft.er mr, and while in the act of throwing it­
self into a position to hitc, wilhoul turning round, I threw my 
piece over mv shoulder, and shot it. Taking it by the tail, I 
brought it to i-ny people at the wagons, who, on t>xa~ining the 
bags of poison, a.-;serted, tl1at hail the creature bitten m1!, 1 
could ne,·er l1ave reached the wagon.'i. The serpent was six 
foi•t long. 

the surface of the hills, many of which appear to be 
entirely composed of it. This ore the natiYes con­
trive with the simplest apparatus to smelt, and from 
it they pl'OClll'e iron of a very superior quality. I 
have seen litth, hills composed entirely ofloadstone, 
and from expL•riment fouud that every fragment 
possessed a north and a south pole. Copper mines 
also abound, and from some specimens I saw would 
yiehl ahont lif1y per cent. The llakone country 
also yields tin. The mines of this metal I had no 
opportunity of seeing, but the sp(•cimens fof 11wr,m1, 
as it is- calle,I, which I purcl1as,•d from the 11ativcs, 
were of the best quality. The country of the lla­
manguato, and to the cast of the great lake, is not 
withont timber, but water is scarce. The neigh­
bourhoml of the lake itself is reported to be ex­
ceedingly fertile. 

CIIAPTElt XXXII. 

A journey f0r timhf'r-The mis.,ion to )J osrga resumed-!\lo­
s<'ll•kat..;;f' arnl the formers-Prospects among the Uakone 
tribes-Native agency- An• itinerating tour-A visit to 
~loshf>u-llis lirsl vh•it to lhe station-A second ,•isit-DC'­
sire for instruction-.\rrivt> at the Yillage-R~gnness to hear 
the (iospel-A curions preachn-Anxicty to learn to f(•ad 
-Teaching the alphabet by moonlight-u Auld lang sync 11 

-Departure-Pleasing fruits-The power of pacific princi-
ples - A merchant srttl<'s on the station - The chapel 
opened-::\Jothihi's con\"cn.ion-Condu<ling remarks. 

TnE Tract Society havinl!,' kindly supplied 11s with 
sixteen reams of paper, i\lr. Edwards had, duri11g 
my absence, printed several tl'acts in the language, 
trnnslated by himself and Mr. Lemne. I had, on 
my journey, translated the Assembly's Catechism, 
and an additional portion of the Scripture Lessons; 
these also were put to the press, while the work of 
conversion was steadily advm1cing among the 
people, and the demaml for hooks rapidly on the 
increase. Having, from the troublons state of the 
interior, failed in a former attempt to procure 
timber from the Bahnmtsi, we aYailed ourselves of 
the present tranquillity. and l\lcssrs. Hamilton and 
Edwards started with men, and all the wagons, for 
that purpose; obtained the timber with great labour, 
ancl, what was a no less arduous task, brought it a 
distance of two hundred miles in ox wagons. As 
they rcturue,I they met with the expedition at 
l\losega. When Dr. Smith* arrived at the Kuru­
man, he found Mrs. l\l. iu such a ,lebilitated state, 
that he considered it necessary for her to avoid the 
summar heat, hy visiting the coast for a few months. 
The printing of the Scripture Lessons had been 
greatly retarded from the want of paper, sickness 
in the mission families, am\ the late jonrneys : she 
-was as reluctant as I could be that it should be 
longc1· delayed, and therefore cheerfully uude1·took 
the journey without me, and was absent seven 
months. She went down to Graham's TO\vn, under 

• Dr. A. ~mith, 1)1e hPacl of tl1at expedition, is at pr"'5ent 
in this country, publishing his work on ~outh African Zoolo"v, 
an,l intends, ere long-, to gi,·c to the p11blic his Travels, a w~i-k 
which the author h:L-; 110 hesitation in a_,;;..;er1in£;' will pro\"e an 
almnclanl sonrcP of deeply interesting sciPntific information ; 
and to whom the author is indebted for some ·of the sketches 
in this volume. 
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the gnardianship of l\lr. Hume, a trader, who was in 
the habit of,isiting the station. 

Early in 1s:;,;, our American brethren, Messrs. 
Lindley, Vcuahlcs, and Dr. "'ilson, after sojourn­
ing a season at GrirJI•a Town, and on our station, 
removed to i\losega, where, after a season of deep 
domestic affliction. every member of the mission 
families, except Dr. Wilson, taking a fever, of 
which J\frs. Wilson died, their prospects were un­
expectedly blasted by an inroad of some disaffected 
farmers, who had located thcmsel'<'es on the Y ellO\v 
Hinr. It appears that the farmers had hunted 
on what l\losclekatse considered his dominions, and 
had used some people who acknowle,lge<l his 
authority rather roughly. This yhc haughty mo­
narch would not brook, and sent his men more than 
once to attack them; and on one occDsion a despe­
rate conflict ensued, when the farmers repulsed 
their assailants, who, seizing the cattle, retired with 
them, lea'<'ing many of their number dead on the 
spot where they had intended to massacre the 
farmers. Exasperated at this, the latter came down 
in a large hotly on the mission premises, in rather 
sa'<'age style: am! there being only a handful of 
l\fatabele in the i\losegn basin, these were cut off; 
and the farmers, with the cattle they had seized, 
m~de a precipitate retreat to the Yellow or Orange 
Hiver, taking with them the American mis,ionaries, 
who were so dispirited hy the effects of disease, as 
to he scarcely ahle to jnd~e how they should net. 
The latter were prernile<l on to lea'<'e their pro­
perty behind, excl'pt that which the farmers took 
for their own use. Thus was the mission to l\lo­
segn again broken np. Into the merits of the case 
we do not pretend to enter. It was altogether a 
melancholy affair, like many others, whieh have 
resulted from the unrestrained power of the farmers 
who emigrated from the colony; and it is deeply to 
he r<>grette<l that there should have been causes, 
either real or alleged, for such a procedme. 

l\loselekatse was soon taught that his shields 
could not resist the halls of tl~e farmers, who were 
not Griquas, whom his tried warriors had hitherto 
routed. To the latter he had the most uncontrol­
ahle hatr<>d, and supposed that all the hordes on 
the honn<lnries of the colony and the ,·icinity of the 
Oranii:e Hi'<'er were Blooms, Berends, and Ber­
genaars, and snch as had made unprovoked attacks 
on his assumed territories. In the la,t cml\'ersation 
I had with him I warned him against n rupture 
with the farm!'rS; and as he had ne'<'er heard of 
"' aterboer and his people, I took the opportunity 
of informing him that from them he need appre­
hend no injury. as they were snch as I could con­
fhlently recommend. After inf]uiring about their 
character, he ,·ery significantly shook his head, 
saying, he would trust no one who had .not a re­
commendation or introduction from the Kuruman. 
To this engagement he remainrd faithful, and 
treated with kindness two of our people who had 
accompanied the American brethren, aud who, ou 
the assault of the farmers, escaped the halls, h~· con­
cealing themsel\'l's amoug the reeds of a neighbour­
ing stream. 

:\losclekat,e's power had reached its zenith; for, 
in addition to the attacks of tlw farmers, a large 
commando from Dinfiaan came upon him from the 
east, wl1cu many of his men were cut off, and great 

----- ----- --- - -

numbers of his cattle taken. Overwhelmed hy 
such superior and unexpecterl forces, he fled to the 
north; and it merits notice that, before his de­
parture, he allowed all the captive Bahurutsi, 
Bakhatla, and other neighbouring tribes, to retum 
to their m~n Jami. This was a measure which 
astonished the natives, who have since congregated 
on the ancient domains of their forefathers; and if 
no foreign power again drive them from their native 
glens, they will ere loug become the interesting 
objects of mif,sionary la hour. 

A few missionaries among the Bakone tribes, and 
an effecti\'C native agency, would, under the bless­
ing promised to the seed sown, authorize us lo expect 
a rich hal'Yest of immortal souls from these rocks 
and plains, to grace the trinmph of the Hedeemer. 
Hitht'rto our nath·e assistants haYe heen occupied 
only in their own Yillages: bnt there is little donht 
that, after the gospel has been introduced to a dis­
tant town or tribe hy the missionary, these assistants 
will be cnahled, with the help of a comparatively 
small sum, to follow him; and, by reading, teach­
ing to read, exhorting, and a humble, devout de­
portment, prepare the people for greater a<l'<'anccs 
in divine knowledge, and render them the cheerful 
rt'cipients of that ciYilization wliich the gospel in­
troduces. ::--o fully were we convinced of the value 
of such auxiliaries, that, as early as 18,34, we found 
it conducive to the iuterests of the mission to haYe 
recourse to natiYe assistance. employing Aaron and 
Paulo to catechise the pt'ople, and lead on inquirers. 
In u,:i;. some of the influential young men among 
the Batlaros, who were good readers, cheerfully 
undertook the task of instructing their neighbours. 
by holding sel'Yiee and school. This they did 
among their own people, without being styled 
natiw teachers, and without stipend or reward, ex­
cept what the missionaries spontaneously gnYe to 
encourage them. The Bcchuana con'<'e1·ts being 
still in their infancy, we deemed it necessary to he 
cantious in appointing official agents. it being an 
acknowledged principle that no'<'ices are very easily 
puffed np; and in this respect my colleagues a1ul 
myself haYe seen no reason to regret the caution 
exercised. Since that period they haYe been gradu­
ally advancing in Christian knowledge; and we 
consider that there are many who, with the Scrip­
tures in their hands, will he able assistants to the 
missionary in carrying into effect the e'<'angelization 
of their countrymen. The anthor has been much 
gratified, siuce his arrh·al in England, hy the libc­
ra)ity with which seYeral elmrches haYe come 
forward to pro'<'ide for a number of snch as the 
missionaries shall deem competent \o the work, and 
this without any appeal from him, but rnerely from 
statements of the importance of such auxiliaries. 

.At the Knruman, measures are in progress for 
preparing, hy a·particular course of instruction, an 
ellicient agency, without which the progress of the 
go,pel must he tardy in so large a continent, where 
the tribes at'(', in many instances, so far separated 
by Yast tracts of country, with little water. The 
necessity of such a mode of procedure has been 
forced upon the judgment of the author hy his ex­
perience among the different tribes of South .Africa 
for twenty-three years. Ile has had demonstration 
of the e"il arising from the appointment of indi­
Yiduals ,d,o could scarcely read, a11<l who <lid not 
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comprehen<l the doctrines they were set up to 
preach. It is not surprising that some, with only a 
small portion of the word of God in their hands, 
and having few opportunities of hearing the voice 
of the missionary, should he foun<l to conceive wild 
notions; and it therefore requires untiring vigilance 
on the part of the missionary to direct these early 
native efforts, as errors propagated in the com­
mencement of a mission are the most di!licult to 
eradicate. It is not enough that the hearts of such 
agents are affectc<l by the constraining love of 
Christ; they should he men of good natural under­
standings and prudence, and, at the very least, good 
readers; aml the more their un<lerstandings are 
cultivated, the more efficient we may expect them 
to be. 

Having been rcpe:i.tedly requested by the inha­
bitants of the towns on the Yellow and Kolong 
Hivers to pay them a visit, I left !1orue for that 
purpose near the close of I 8,%. Pursuing my 
course along the Koloug Ri,·er, I met large con­
gregations of attentive readers; and the demands 
for spelling-books were beyond what I could supply. 
I also visited Musis, one of the Griqua Town out­
stations, and was delighted to sec the improvement 
made among the Batlapis, by the blessing of God 
on the labours of the brethren, Wright and llughcs. 
At Taung, where Mahnra, the brother of illothihi, 
resides, and where, including the llamairis, there 
was a population of nearly twenty thousand souls, I 
preached to large congregations. As it was well 
known that I had performed some cures, I had some 
dozen of patients hrought to me, and, among others, 
a young woman, who, from great exposure to the 
sun, was slightly deranged. It was most gratifying 
to sec the sympathy of the chief and relations to­
wards this afflicted creature. Knowing their gene­
ral treatment of such diseases, viz., to throw the 
sufferer into a chasm, and cover him with stones, 
or tic him to a tree, I asked one of the roughest 
characters among the bystanders why they had not 
done so with this woman. "We heard the word of 
God at the Kuruman," was the reply.* This was, 
strictly speaking, a heathen town ; for though there 
were a few secret inquirers, there were none who 
made any profession, although most of them had 
heard the voice of the missionary at the Kuruman, 
before thev were driven away by the Bergenaars; 
an<l there had been a constant intercourse kept up 
with the station. Having finished my engagements 
at this place, I proceeded to the distant and isolated 
village of i\loshcu. 

llefore relating the plrticnlars of my visit to this 
people, it will he necessary to give some account of 

• The nati't'es, thou~h afraid of poison, ne~er onC'e sus­
pecterl that the mis.ciionarie.1; wonhl do them harm by aclminis­
tning me1licine. They are pa.-.:-:ionatrly fond of medicine, 
and of b!!ing uled, lielie,ing tlrnt all dise;L'>t's lie in the blood. 
r ha\'e kno\, n indivicluals, after I ha,l Uounrl up the arm, open 
the orifice-., and allow the hloo<l to llow until they fainted. l\'o 
matter ho,,· nauseous a. draught may be, lhf'y will lick their 
lips even af!.er a tlo~e of a., . ..,afretida, On one occa-.ion I re­
q1wsce1l a man at a clistancc to send somf' one for medicine. 
Jlc sent his wifr•; and ha\ingprepa.r<•d a bittn dose, I ga\'e it 
into her hand, rlin•cting her to gi\'e it in two portions, one at 
snn:,;.et, tlw other at midnight. !--he made a long face, aml 
lwg~c-cl har<l that. lie mi!.?ht take it aH at once, )<'St they should 
fall asleep. I consented, when rll)wn went the potion into 
lier stomach, when I exc-laimecl, "lt is not for you," Lickin!! 
lwr lips,she ~sked, with perfecl compr,surc of countenance, if 
her drinking it would not cure her husband. 

their chief, whose name is l\losheu. lie is a Co­
ranna, and, with his people, lived in that seques­
tered part of the counlry. ,vhcn he first visited 
our station on the Kuruman in 183~, with two or 
three attendants riding on oxen, he was to us an 
entire stranger. lie looked clean, was to!erahly 
well dressed, an<l had a mild and interesting coun­
tcuance. Having halted at my door, he asked 
where he should sleep or put up. On inquiring 
about the object of his visit, he replied, that he ha<l 
come to sec me. This was very evident, as he very 
atccntively surveyc<l my person. As I had at that 
tirne a loup; black heard, 1 thought that might be 
one of the obj,•cts of attraction. Having fraste<l his 
eyes 011 myself, the family, and the various strange­
looking articles constituting the furniture and orna­
ments of the house, he retired for the night to an 
outhouse, to ,rhich he was directed for that purpose. 
On a person beiug sent to otfor him supper, we were 
informed that he had brought plenty of food with 
him. This was so unusual an occurrence in the 
conduct of visitors, that we were rather puzzled as 
to his real motive. Iudeed we had not pre\'ionsly 
known au iustauce of the kind, for all our numerous 
native guests, noble or plebeian, from far or near, 
were always a heavy tax upon our stores. \Yho­
ever they might be, they always came as hungry as 
hawks, and expected to be feasted by the mission­
'JTY's bounty. His conduct divested us of all sus­
picion; and on the following morning we could not 
help looking on him and his attendants with more 
than usual interest. As he could understand the 
Sechuana language, he heard a little about the 
"one thing nee<lli1l," though he appeared to listen 
to what was said to him on <livine subjects without 
any attention. After remaining two days he left, 
apparently much plea~ed with his visit. lie asked 
nothing, hut remarked ou leaving, holding my 
hand in his, " I came to sec you; my visit has 
gi veu me pleasure; aud now I return home." It 
was evident that the visit of this stranger was en­
tirely one of curiosity; and I afterwards learned 
that, on a journey to see his friends on the Y cllow 
Hivcr, he lrnd seen one of the "' esleyan mission­
aries, which probably gave rise to the desire of 
,·isiting ~lotito and the Kurnman. 

After some time he repeated his visit I<' our sta­
tion, bringing with him a large retinue, which 
included his hrothcr, their wives, and other rela­
tions. The journey occupied about five days on 
ox-back. Nothing could equal our surprise, when 
we discovered that he was not far from the kingdom 
of God, and that he was striving. or rather agoniz­
ing, to enter. All the powers of his son! seemed 
overwhelmed with the contcmplntion of the love of 
God. lie ha<l only to open his lips, and his tears 
would flow ; his experience was simple, and his 
affection ardent. ,Yhen asked the cau~e of his 
sorrow, he said, "When I first visite<l yon I had 
only one heart, but now I haYc come with two. I 
cannot rest, my eyes will not slumber, because of 
the greatness of the things you told me on my first 
visit." It was evident tlwtan especial blessing had 
descended on the seed sown at that time, though it 
was little more than the outlines of Christian doc­
trine. It also appeared that, during his solitary 
ride across the lonely plains, his mind became 
deeply interested in the subject. On his arrival 



156 l\JOSIIEU'S SECOND VISIT.-EAGEUNF.SS TO HEAR THE GOSPEL. 

among his own people, he not only began to teach 
them all he had heard, bnt he desired to affect their 
hearts; nor did he labour in vain. The efforts of 
this inquiring disciple were attended with a bless­
ing. His brother, an intelligent man, had evidently 
derived benefit; while their wives, and (1thers of 
his retinue, were so far in tereste<l in the subject as 
to inquire, "\Vhat shall we do to be saved? Their 
knowledge was scanty, and their views very imper­
fect; lmt they believed in the Divine Being, and 
that he sent his Son into the world to save sinners. 
These truths were the spring of their emotions, ai,d 
they thirsted and sighed for fnrther instruction, and 
more light on suhjects of which they possessed but 
the glimmeriug rays. Delightful was our task to 
pour into their sonls the light of heaven, and direct 
them to the Lamb of God. Their <leporm1ent was 
serious and devout, their attendance on public and 
private instruction incessant and uuwearie<l. They 
prolonged their stay, and when compelled to retum, 
seemed anxious to linger a little longer. Their 
zeal and devotion afforded a fine example to others, 
and it greatly cheered our own souls. The few 
who could not understand Sechuaua were addressed 
through one of our memhers, who conld speak the 
Coranna language. By this means they were all 
instructed, though, of course, hut partially, in all 
the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, and they 
returned home wich hearts filled with joy. llcfore 
lllosheu left, he entreated me to visit his distant 
village. This, from a multiplicity of engagements, 
I could not promise to do soon. Ilis affecting' ap­
peals and entreaties, however, overcame me, for, 
holding my hand, and looking me earnestly in the 
face, he said again and again, "Just look at me, 
and try to refuse me if yon can. There arc many 
at home who cannot come so far, and I cannot re­
member all that I have heard; I shall forget some 
on the road." A considerable period elapsed before, 
from public work on the station, and from translating 
and printing, I conl<l fulfil my promise. Thinking 
the time long, he was on his way with his friends 
to make another visit; bnt havinp; heard at ~Iotito 
that I was on a tour which wonl<l iucln<le his vil­
lage, he returned, and waited my arrival with great 
anxiety. 

On reaching his villap:c after having travelled 
the whole <lay over a rough and bushy country, and. 
walketl much, 1 was fit ouly to throw myself down 
to sleep. The moment I entered the village, the 
hue-and-cry was raise,!, and old and young, mother 
aml children, came mnniug together as if it were to 
see some great prodigy. 1 received an affectionate 
welcome, and many a squeez(•, while about five 
hnn<lre<l human beings were thrusting themselves 
forward, each exerting himself to the utmost of his 
power, to get a shake of the hand. Some, who 
scarcely touched it, trembled as if it ha,l been the 
paw of a lion. It was ueal'ly midnight hcfore they 
wonld disperse, bnt their departure was a great 
rdief to a wearied man, for their exclamations of 
surprise, and their hawlinp; ont to one another in 
two languap;cs, was anything but melodious. On 
awaking from a short sleep, am\ emerging from my 
canopy, before my eyes were thoroughly open, I 
was astonished to find a congregation waiting before 
the wagon, and at the same moment some iu<li­
vi<lnals started off to <lifforent purls of the village to 

announce my appearance. All hastened to the spot ; 
I confess 1 was more inclined to take a cup of 
coffee than to preach a sermon, for I still felt the 
fatigues nf the preceding <lay. I took my testament 
and a hymn-book, and with such singers as I had, 
gave out a hymn, read a chapter, and prayed; then 
taking the text, "God so loved the world," &c., 
discoursed to them for ahout an honr. Great order 
and profound silence were maintained. The scene 
( so well depicted in the vignette in the title page) 
was in the centre of the village, composed of 
llcchnana and Coranna houses, and cattle-folds. 
Some of these contained the cattle, sheep, and goats, 
while other herds were strolling about. At a dis­
tance a party were approaching riding on oxen. A 
few strnugers drew near with their spears and 
shields, who, on being beckoned to, instantly laid 
them down. The native <logs could not understand 
the strange-looking being on the front of the 
wagon, holdiug forth to a gazing throng, and they 
would occasionally break the silence with their 
hark, for which, however, they suffered the penalty 
of a stone or stick hurled at their heads. Two 
milk-maids, who had tied their cows to posts, stood 
the whole time with their milking vessels in their 
hands, as if afraid of losing a single sentence. The 
eamest attention manifested exceeded any thing I 
had ever heforc witnessed, and the countenances of 
some indicated strong mental excitement. The ma­
jority of my hearers were llechuanas, and hut few 
of the Corannas could not understand the same 
language. 

After sen·ice, I walked to an adjoining pool in 
the hed of the river to refresh myself with a wash, 
hoping on my rctum to get something like a hreak­
fast, but found, owing to some mistake, that the 
kettle was not hailing. The people were again as­
sembling, and again requested me to preach. On 
begging half-au-hour for refreshment, the chiers 
wife hohhle<l off to her house, and immediately re­
turned with a large wooden ve~sel full of sour milk, 
saying, with a smile on her countenance, " There, 
drink away, drink mnch, and you will be ahle to 
speak loup;." l laviug cht•erfully accepted this hasty 
African breakfast, I resumed my station, and 
preached a second time to. if possible, a still more 
attentive congregation. \\"hen 1 had concluded, my 
hearers <lividl'<l into companies, to talk the snhject 
over, hut others, more inquisiti"e, plied me with 
questions. While thus engaged, my attention was 
arrested by a simple-looking young man at a short 
distance, rather oddly attired. He wore what was 
once a pair of trowsers, with part of one leg still 
remaiuing. For a hat he had part of the skin of a 
zebra"s head, with the ears attacl1ed, and something 
not less fantastic ahont his neck. I had noticed this 
grotes,1ne figure before, hut such sights are by no 
means uncommon, as the natives will hang any­
thing ahont their bodies, either for dress or orna­
ment, without the slightest regard to appearance. 
The person referred to was holding forth with great 
animation to a numlll'r of people, who were all at­
tention. On approaching, I found, to my surprise, 
that he was preaching my sermon over again, wich 
uncommon precision, and with great soll•mnity, 
imitating, as nearly as he could. the gestures of the 
original. A greater contrast could scarcely he con­
ceived than the fantastic figure I have described, 
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and the solemnity of his langnag,•, his subject hcing 
eternity. while he evidently felt what he spoke. 
l'.ot wishing to distnrh him, I allowccl him to finish 
the recital, and seeing him soon after, told him that 
he conk! do what I was sure I could not, that was, 
preach again the same sermon verbatim. lie <lid 
not appear vain of his superior memory. "When 
I hear anything great," he said, touching his fore­
head with his finger, " it remains there." This 
young man died in the faith shortly after, before an 
opportunity was afforclccl him of making a 1mhlic 
profession. 

Jn the evening, afler tl1e cows were milked, and 
the herds hacl laicl themsch-es down in the folcls to 
chew the end, a congregation, for the thircl time, 
stood before my wagon. The bright silvery moon, 
holding her way through a cloucllcss starry sky, 
and shining on many a sable face, made the sceuc 
peculiarly solemn ancl impressive, while the cleepest 
attention was pai<l to the subject, which was the 
importance of religion illustrntecl by Scripture cha­
racters. After the service they liugerecl about the 
wagou, n1akiug 1nany inquiries, antl repeating oYer 
and owr agaiu what they had heard. i\loshen very 
kindly presentecl a sheep the evening before for 
myself aucl people, ancl the wives took care that we 
shonlcl not waut milk. It hacl been a day ofinces­
saut speaking, ancl at a late hour I was thankful to 
retire tu rest -with the hum of voices arouncl the 
wap:ou. 

The following clay, l\Jonclay, was no less busy, 
for though the wind was ve1·y high, so as to prevent 
a public service in the moming, I was engagccl ad­
dressing clitforent parties at their own clwcllings, 
and teaching them to read. They thought that it 
woulcl he a fine thing incleed to be able to reacl 
books iu common with myself, am\ supposing that 
there was some royal roacl to karuing, they very 
simply imagined the art could he acquired hy a 
single exertion of the mental energies, or by some 
secret charm which they thought I might possess. 
I had administcrecl medicine to some few sick, and 
one who was seriously ill, derh·ecl mnch benefit 
from having a quantity of blood taken from her 
arm; and as doctors amoug the Bechuanas gene­
rally unite physic and charins, they very naturally 
thought that I might he able to charm the know­
ledge of reading into their heacls. I also acldressed 
those who knew only the Coranna language through 
an interpreter. When another deeply interesting 
eYening service had closed, the people seemed re­
solved to get all out of me they could. All would 
learn to reacl there and then. A few remaining 
spelliug-hooks were sought out, and the two or three 
young people I hacl with me were each enclosed 
within a circle of scholars, all cager to learn. Some 
were compellecl to be content with only shouting 
out the names of the letters, which were rather too 
small to he seen by the whole circle, with only the 
light of the moon. While this ratl,er uoisy exercise 
-was going on, some of the principal men with whom 
I was conversing, thought they -woulcl also try their 
skill in this new art. 

It was now late, and both mind and hody were 
jaded, hut nothing would satisfy them; I must teach 
them also. After a search, I founcl, among some 
waste paper, a large sheet alphahet, with a corner 
ancl two letters torn off. This was laicl down on the 

ground, when all knl'lt in a circle round it, and of 
comse the letters were viewed hy some standing 
jn,;t upside clowu. I commenced pointing with a 
stick, and when I prououucccl oue letter, all 
hallooed out to some purpose. \\'hen I remarked 
that perhaps we might manage with soau·what less 
110ist•, one replied, he was sure the louder he roared, 
the sooner woul<l his tongue get accustomccl to the 
" seeds," as he callecl the lctkrs. As it was grow­
ing late, I ros<• to straighten my hack, which was 
beginning. to tire, ~vhcn I oh~cr~ecl some young 
folks c~nung claucmg and sk1ppmg towarcls me, 
who, withont any ceremony, seized holcl of me. 
"~)h, t<:a~h ns the A )l C with music," every oue 
cried, gn·mg me no tnue to tell them it was too 
late. I found they hacl made this discoYery throun-h 
one of my boys. There were presently a clozeu ~r 
more surronncling me, and ,·esistance was out of the 
question. Dragged and pushccl, I entered one of 
the largest native houses, which was instantly 
c~·owdecl. The tune of "Auld Jang sync" ,ms 
pitched to A B C, each succcecling round was joined 
hy succeeding voices till CYery tongue was vocal, 
and e,·ery countenance beamed with heai1felt satis­
faction. The longer they sang, the more frceclom 
was felt, ancl Auld Jang sync was echoecl to the far­
thest corner of th" village. The strains which 
infnsc plcasurahlc emotions into the sons of the 
North, were no less potent among these children of 
the South. Those who had retired to their even­
ing's slumhers, supposing that we were hol<iino- a 
night service, came; " for n1usic," it is saitl, 
"channs the savage car." It ccrtaiuly docs, par­
ticularly the uati,·es of Southern Africa, who, how­
cYer degraded they may have become, still retaiu 
that _refinement of taste, ~-hich ena)il~s th~m to ap­
preciate those tuues which arc cl1stmgmshed by 
melocly aud softness. After two hours' sini;ing aucl 
puffing, I obtained permission, though with some 
clifficulty of consent, and greater of egress, to leave 
them, now comparatiYcly proficient. It was be­
tween two ancl three in the morning. \\'orn out in 
mind and body, I lay mpelf down in my wagon, 
cap ancl shoes ancl all, Just to have a few hours' 
sleep, preparatory to clepartnre on the cominn- clay. 
As the " music hall " was not far from my I~llow 
there was little chance of sleeping sounclly, for th~ 
young amateurs seemed unwearied, ancl A B C to 
Auld Jang sync went on till I was reacly to wish it 
at Jolm-o'-Groat's house. The company at length 
dispersed, and awaking in the morning after a brief 
repose, I was not a little surprised to hear the old 
tune in every corner of the village. The maids 
milking the cows, aucl the boys tending the calves 
were humming their alphabet owr again. ' 

Defore my departure I collect<,cl the people once 
more, and gave them some general directions how 
to act in their isolatecl position, so as to henefit hy 
what they hacl hearcl; recommcncling, if it were 
qnitc impracticahle for them, as a hotly, to remove 
to the vicinity of a missionary station, to visit either 
ours at the Knrnmau, or that at l\Iotito, and both 
when convenient, and concluded hy strongly press: 
ing on the mincls of all, the importance of acquiring 
the knowledge of reading, and urging the Corannas 
to acquire the Sechnana language. While here I 
receivccl a message from a distant Coranna Yillag<', 
in the form of a memorial from the chiefs anti 
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people, to go and stay some time with them, and 
make books in their language, as I had <lone in the 
Scchuana. From these m,•s;engcrs I could gather, 
that they supposed that to 1·c<lucc their click-clack 
language into writing, an<l to 1nake hooks, would 
be the work of only a few days. This indu-.ed me 
to be the more earnest with those who were living 
in contact with the Hcchuanas, aud had become 
partially acquainted with their language, to cultivate 
the ~ame with increasing diligence. 

llaving made all necessary arrangements, I de­
parted. The whole population of the Yillage 
accompanied me to a cousidcrahle distance, when 
they all stood 1,.-azing after me till my wagon ,.-as 
concealed from their ,·icw Ly a thicket of acacias. 
The solitary ride a1fordetl time for rctlection, aud 
improwment of the past. I felt my heart overflow 
with gratitutlc for what God had permitted me to 
,ritucss <luring those three days. I frlt assured 
some good hat.I been douc, and it has often atforde,l 
pleasurable emotions to look hack on the tlawn of 
the emergence of immortal bein1,,,; from the moral 
darkness of many generations. 

l\loshen anti his people made very pleasing ad­
vances in Christian knowledge, and so cager were 
they to benefit by the instructions oft he missionarie~, 
that at a considerable sacrifice of time and comfort, 
they made frequent journeys to the Kurnman. It 
was an interesting spectacle to sec forty or fifty men, 
women, and children, coming over the plain, all 
mounted on oxen, and bringing with them a num­
ber of milch cows, that they might not he too bm­
<lcnsomc, either to the missionaries or the people. 
Their object was to ohtaiu iustrnction; and they 
would remain at Motito anti the Knrumau for more 
than two months at a time, diligently attending to 
all the opportunities aflorded; and Andries, the 
brother of :\Joshcu, being the more talented imli­
vi<lual, was soon after appointed schoolmastl,r, and 
under his lnunhlc aud devoted labours they made 
wonderful progress. \Yhat they nlued for them­
selves they were anxious to sccurc to their children, 
an<l l\Josheu left his daughter to the care of M1·s. 
:lloffat, for cducatiou, while Andries committed his 
son to that of l\lr, Lcmuc, at i\lotito, both of whom 
made most satisfactory progress, uot only iu reading 
and writiug, but the daughter in needlework, am! 
in general domestic employments. 011 her retun, 
from Cape Town, when the author came to Eng­
land, she die,1 of the measles, after giving most 
pleasing evidence that she was prepared for the 
great change. :\Jr. Lemuc, who ,·isitell her father's 
villao-e shortly after this event, remarks in a letter, 
how forcibly his mind was struck with the mighty 
change Christianity had protluced on a people who, 
when sorrowing without hope, would have rc,·oltctl 
at the idea of visiting a spot where the remains of a 
dear relative lay, but who could now, looking for­
ward to immortality, sit on the grave of one bclo,·ed, 
and with hallowed pleasure talk of the "rest that 
remains for the people of God," and the certain 
prospect ofmectiug her iu the hem·cnly world. 

1 n corn-equcnce of the locality of :'lloshcn's people, 
the distance from om· station being one huu<lrcd 
and fifty miles, they ha,·e been given o,·cr to the 
Paris Society, and a 1ni~sionary wt•nt a year ngo to 
reside among them. To this brief tletail, the fol­
lowing fact may be atl<letl, which has been comnm-

nicatnl since my visit to England. This little 
Christian hand hat.I met, on a Sabbath morning, 
with the people iu the ce11tre of the village, to hold 
the early prayer-meeting before the services of the 
day.* They were scarcely seated, when a party of 
marauders approached from the interior, whither 
they had gone for plumlcr, and not having suc­
ceetle<l to their wishes, had determined to attack this 
Coranna Yillagc on thdr retum. :\losheu arose, 
and begged the people to sit still and trust in Jeho­
vah, while he went to meet the mara11de1·s. To his 
inquiry, what they wanted, the appalling reply was, 
"Your cattle; and it is at your peril you raise a 
weapon to resist." " There are my cattle," replied 
thl' chief, am! then retired and resumed his position 
at the prayer-meeting. A hymn was sung:, a chapter 
rcatl, all(! then all knccle<l in prayer to Goll, who 
only conld sa,·c them in their distresses. The sight 
was too sac1·cd and solemn to he gaze,! on by such a 
ham\ of ruffians: they all withdrew from the spot, 
without touching a single article helouging to the 
people. 

Before closing the account of the Bechnaua mis­
sion, it will be pmpcr to state, that during the years 
18,1,, 1838, a rich blessing descent.led on the lahonrs 
of the brethn•u at home, at the out-stations, and, 
indeed, at every place where the gospel was read 
and preached. Large additions of llcchnanas to 
the church at Griqua Town have alrcat!y been 
noticed; mul in 1S:J8, gre3t accessious were ma<l~ 
to that of the Knrnman. Under the very efficient 
and assi,lnous superintendauce of ;\Jr. Edwards, 
the number of readers connected with the mission 
hat.I increased in equal ratio; while the Infant 
School, cmnmcnced aud carried on by Mrs, Ed­
wards, with the assistance of a native girl, ga,-e 
the highest satisfaction. The people made rapid 
advances iu civilization; son1c purchasing wagons, 
and breaking in their oxen for those labours ,r hich 
formerly dc,·o)ved on the female sex. The use of 
clothing became so general, that the want of a 
merchant was greatly felt, to supply the demands 
for British commo,lities. This indnce<l us to invite 
;\Jr. D. llnmc, in whom we placed implicit cou­
fid,•nce, who had already traded much with the 
nath·cs, and travelled a great distance into the 
iutcrior, to take up his constant abode on the station 
for that pnrpose. lle built himself a house, anti 
the measure has succeeded beyond our expectations. 
i\lr. II. hat.I also rcmlercu a very cousiclcrable 
amount of µ-ratuitons labonr, in assisting the late 
;\lr. Ilugh Millen in rnisingthe walls of the chapel, 
and subseqncntly in finishing it. The place of 
worship was so for in readiness, that it was opened 
in N o,·e1u her, l 83~. This was a deeply interesting 
season to all, and especially to the missionari,·s and 
the chnrch which has Leen gathered from among 
the heathen. Between eight au<l niue hundred 
(•ntered those wall~, now sacred to the service of 
.Jeho\'ah. A tlcep sense of the diYine presence was 
felt during the senices on that memorable occa­
sion. The Hev, I'. LL"mue, of i\locito, took part 
with the resident missionaries in the solemnities. 

* ""hen A n1lric..; was once asked h,· the author how tlll'v 
spent th<' ,;ahhath, lw IPJ,lie1l with !..,'Tt~rLt simplieity, •• \\·e rea~l 
mneh in (;otl's word, awl prny an1l sin~, an<l n•arl a~ain, aTHl 
again, an<l a:;ain, an,1 t•xplain what we know to tho.sc who Jo 
not un,lerstand the Ser:huana language." 
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In the afternoon of the following sabbath, one 111111-

drctl alld fifty members united ill connllemoratiug 
the dying low of llim who had rctlecme<l them by 
his blood, and hmnght them, hy his pmvidcncc 
am! grace, from tribes-some very distant-to par­
ticipate ill the hca,·culy b:rnquet. :\lauy, with 
eyes suffused with tears, compared their present 
happy condition with the ignorance and degrada­
tion from which they ha<l been graciously <lelivcrcd. 
The church has since increased to two l11m<lrcu 
and thirty. 

l\lothibi, the chief of the Batlapis, had long 
tnrned a deaf ear to the invitations of the gospel, 
and his declining years and fading fhculties led ns 
to fear that he was followin!r some of his contem­
poraries who had died without hope, aftc1· having 
possessed abnndant means of becoming wise unto 
sah·ation. Ily a letter, however, lately rccci,·ed 
from ;\lr. Edwards, we have the following delight­
ful intelligence, which cannot fail to proclaim to 
all the potency of the everlasting gospel to one 
who was truly snbducd by it in the eleventh honr. 
Two of his 8011,, with their wives, were already 
members of the church; and :llahuto, his wife, 
was some years ago baptizcd by the Griqua mis­
sionaJ"ics. 

" :\Iothibi, our old king, feeble from age, stood 
forth with others to make a public profession of 
his faith, by being baptized. lie has for some 
time been rc:ckoued among the dead; his people 
vie-wing him as one of the past generation. I had 
heard, a few mouths before he last visited us, that 
he was becoming much concerned about the state 
of his son], and could no longer conceal his fears, 
which only increased the longer he kept silent. 
being quite ovenvhehnc,I, he made known his 
alarm to the believers, and requested their couusel 
and sympathy. l\Iorisanyane, the native reader at 
his residence, was made useful to him. lllothibi 
at length urgently entreated his sons ' to take him 
to Kuruman. to sec his own missionaries :' imme­
diately on his arrival, he bent his feeble stf)JS to 
the mission-house. Never before, I believe, did 
he visit a missionary with so much anxiety and 
<liffi<lenec. I found him not inclined to speak 
much, but rather to hear what might be said to 
him. lie said, however, that ' he had come to 
speak about his soul-that he was au old man, great 
from age, but without understanding; there is 
nothing left,' he exclaimed, ' but my old hones 
am\ withered skin; I heard " the wonl" from the 

his sins, anti his lost state as a siuncr. lie ex­
pressed ardcut desires to li\"C and die at the feet 
of Christ, and to be uuite<l to his people; and there 
being no scriptural ohjcctiou, he was proposed, aud 
received by the church iu this place. Though the 
rightful chief of twenty thousan<l llcchuanas, l\lo­
thibi stood with as much humility, as others of his 
people beside him, whom he formerly considered as 
his 'servants' or '<logs,' to rccch1e the ordinance ot" 
bapti,111. llc may not he a bright star amoug the 
helie,·ers, but if enahlc<l to follow up his desire, 
' to live and die at the feet of Jesus,' though he go 
halting the few remaining <lays of his life, he will 
be at last recei,·e<l to glory, a monument of what 
grace can do even in the eievcuth hour." 

Ju reference to this plcasiug eveut, :\I r. Hamilton 
remarks, " Things arc now coming to close 
quarters. The surronnding h(•athen chiefs are in 
a state of conotcrnation, at the father of their 
cause embracing the faith, and becoming a little 
child in the kingdom 1,f God: and on being assured 
that this is really the case, shake their heads as 
mourufnlly as if he Wl'rc dead." 

It is a remarkable fact, that some of the heathen 
chiefs. upwanls of one hundred miles distant, are 
opposed to the intmduction of the gospel among 
their peopl1•, though tl.icy view missionaries as their 
benefactors, receive them with civility, and attend 
upon their ministry; when, at the same time, those 
of more distant tribes arc anxiously desiring to 
have missionaries both for themselves and their 
people. To us this is not at all surprising, the 
latter being scnsi\Jle only of the temporal benefits 
cnjoycu \Jy those who have received the gospel, 
but comparatively iguorant of the strict rcqnirc­
mcnts of the word of God; while snch as live 
nearer, and have mingled with Christians, often 
have the enmity of their carnal hearts aroused by 
witnessing the havoc it makes among their hea­
thenish customs au<l darling sins, without having 
tasted the blessedness of being turned from them 
to serve the Jiving God.* 

CIIAl'TEJt XXXJJJ. 
The nasnto ;\(i~ion-The sreech of :\Joshcshe-ExtemlPil 

operations-Umnipolence of the Gospel-Hope for Africa 
-The !\iger expedition-The duty of the Church of Christ 
-Anticipated result..:;-I•otency of the &riptures-Agreeal,le 
snrprisc-Cliristian hospitality. 

beginning (twenty-five years ago,) hut never un- lIAVIXG already exceeded the limits of the present 
derstood, and now have no rest night nor day; my work, the author feels it necessary to confine the 
soul is sorrowful, and burning with anguish; my dit!crent su\Jjects on which he intended to dilate 
heart is sick, and rises into my throat; my mind within a very narrow compass. It is with the 
is dark, aud my memory cannot retain the good greatest satisfaction he refers to the French and 
word; but though it forsakes me, it docs me good; \V csleyan brrthren in the llasuto country, south­
it leaves something behind in my soul, which cast of the Kunuuan, whose labours have been 
I cannot explain, but which causes me to hope. I abundantly \Jlcs.~ed, not only in that district, but 
wish to cast myself at the feet of Jesus the Son of to the \Jor<lcrs of the colony. illoshcshe, king of 
God, in hope and expectation tlmt he will have the Ilasutos, ha,I long ,le-sire,! to receive a mis­
mcrcy on me. I fed that it will be my wisdom sionary, in ord1·r to pmcnrc for his subjects those 
to sit at the feet of believers, who arc grown to advantages which he had heard otlll'r tribes had 
manhood in knowledge, to he ever instructed by derived from the residence of a missionary among 
them in the paths of duty and salvation.' them. After long ret!ectioo, in 1833, he Sl'nt t\\o 

. " On inqnil'iug among thosc who had obst!rvc<l * ~fr. Eclward~·, accornpanil'd bv one of the ,·ounger mis­
h1m_of late, I found that th~y all thought favourably I sionaries, has lately gone into the ii-itnior, with the prospect of 
of hun, for tlwy ha<l seen him weep repeatedly over commencing a miss10n among the Uakone tribes. 
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hundred oxen to some of his scn·auts, ordering 
them to go and find the great chief of the white 
people, and obtain from him, iu exchange for the 
cattle, men capable of instructing l,is subjects. Ilis 
scrvauts obeyed; hut, after a few days' march, they 
fell in with some Corannas, who deprived them of 
their cattle. This a<lYerse circumstance did not 
discourage l\Ioshcshe; for, liaving heard that a 
Griqua from our missionary station at Philippolis 
was bunting in his dominions, he sent for him, 
inquired respecting the object and labours of the 
n1is~ionarics, arn.l eutrcated the stranger's assistance 
in the accomplishment of his wishes. This was 
promised; and 011 the Griqua's return to l'hilip­
polis, he related the affair to his missionary; and 
it is worthy of remark, that just at this juncture 
three missionaries from the Paris Society arrived 
at the station. They were on their way to the 
Bcchuanas beyond the Knrnman; but, 011 learning 
this circumstance, they could not but consider it as 
an unequivocal call, which they were hound to 
obey. That was a part of the country which had 
been but little traversed by Europeans, and had 
been made the theatre of crime and bloodshed hy 
the llergenaars. The brethren arrived in July, 
1833, when l\Iosheshe gayc them a most friendly 
reception, and assisted in selecting a suitable spot 
for a mission station, wl,ich they called ~Iorija. 
l\Icssrs. Casalis, Arbousset, aud Gosselin, com­
menced this important mission, and they now exert 
an influence over at least tweh·e thousand souls. 
Public worship is well attended, and the Sabbath 
punctually observed, hy those of the people who 
make a profession of the Christian religion. The 
unremitting and self-<lcnying labours of these 
Yalnahle men have hecn remarkably blessed, and 
their hands haYC been streugtlll'netl.by a<lditianal 
labourers from the same Society. They have trans­
lated portions of the word of life into the native 
language. The influence exerted by ;\Iosheshe 
over the minds of the people has hecn a most 
eflectivc auxiliary to the labours of our brethren. 
The following remarks, in a speech of his, taken 
from the jonrual of J. Hack house, Esq., who him­
self heard it, will show that he is .a man of con­
siderable talent:-

" Hejoice, yon ;\lakarc and ;\Iokatchani ! you 
rulers of cities, rejoice! ". c han all reason to n~ 
joice on account of the news we have heard. There 
arc a great many sayings an1ong n1cn. Among 
them some are tme, and some arc false; hut the 
false have remained with us, and multiplied; there­
fore we ought to pick up carefully the truths we 
hear, lest they should he lost in the rubbish of lies. 
\re are told that we have all heen created by one 
Being, and that we all spring from one man. Sin 
entered man's heart when he ate the forbidden 
fruit, aud we haYe got sin from him. These men 
say that they haYe sinned; and what is sin in them 
is sin in us, because we come from one stock, and 
their hearts and ours are ouc thing. Ye lllakarc 
ha"e heard these words, and yon say they arc lies. 
If these words <lo not couquer, the fault will lie 
with you. You say you will not believe what you 
do not understand. Look at an egg! If a man 
break it, there comes ouly a watery and yellow 
substance out of it; hut if it he placed under the 
wings of a fowl, there comes a living thing from it. 

Who can understand this? \Yho ever knew how 
the heat of the hen produced the chicken in the egg. 
This is incomprehensible to us, yet we do not deny 
the fact. Let us <lo like the hcu. Let us place 
these truths in our hearts, as the hen does the eggs 
nuder her wings; let us sit upon them, and take 
the same pains, and something new will come of 
them." 

l\Iosheshe's son is a convert, and several liave 
been admitted into church fellowship. In 1840 
they had a large number of candidates. "Thus," 
they write, " the hope of the missionary has not 
been deceived; for under the influence of Chris­
tianity there has been effected a sensible ameliora­
tion in the mind, character, and manners of the 
natives." Nor can we overlook the remarkable 
successes which have crowned the labours of 
lllessrs. Holland and Pellissier, of the same So­
ciety, located among the Hcchuanas of the Cale<lon 
River. 

The Wesleyans had laboured among the Baro­
longs alternately at l\fakuase, Platbcrg, and Boo­
chap, on the Yellow Hiver, and eventually n~ 
moyc,l with their people to the Newlands, in the 
country of the llasutos. Among the Harolongs, 
llasntos, l\Tantatecs, and Corannas, they haYc 
flourishing stations, aml the divine blessing evi­
dently rests upon their labours. Chapels have been 
erected at all the principal places. A 11rinting 
press is in operation, the work of civilization is ad­
vancing, and youths are under tuition for native 
agency, on which subjects copious information is 
before the public. 

lt is impossi hle to look to the noble band of 
Church, "' esleyan, and Baptist missionaries, on the 
west coast, without being compelled to acknowledge 
the special blessing from on high which has rested 
npon their labours; and to admire the zeal of these 
m,•n of God, who, with their lives in their hands, 
Ycntnre on those pestiferous shores. The result of 
their truly self-denying labours at once solves the 
problem: it is now demonstrated that the gospel 
can transform these aceldamas, these <lens of crime, 
weeping and woe, into abodes of purity, happiness, 
an<l lo\'c. 

I lea,·c these details of missionary labour to the 
jndg:ment of the reader, who mnst now be in some 
measure acquainted with the character and extent 
of the operations of the London 111 issionary Society, 
as well as those of otl1ers, on behalf of the greatly 
injured and still suffering tribes of Southern Africa. 
From what has been stated, it 11111st he evident, that 
if the tribes which still sun·i vc the <leYastations to 
which they have been exposed, arc to be saYed 
frnm annihilation, it must be by the difli1sion of the 
gospel. It is omnipotent; and if vrc had only a 
tithe of the money which is expended on the defence 
of our colonies against incursions of barbarous 
nations, we conld adopt those means which, under 
the promised blessing of Him who hohleth the reins 
of uniYersal svray, and who willeth that all should 
come to the know ledge of the truth and he saved, 
would bring them under the reign of the Prince of 
Peace. Aud melancholy as is the past history of 
Africa, we are fully warranted to anticipate that 
the warlike and sayagc tribes of that immense con­
tiucnt will ere long present a scene, iu the intelli­
gence, holiness, and happiness of its regenerated 
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nations, which will far exceed the most sanguine 
expectations of those who have laboured, and arc 
still labouring, in behalf of her affiictctl children. 
If we bring within the mind's view the history of 
that vast portion of our earth,-to only one speck 
on the surface of which the author has heeu direct­
ing the attention of the readcr,-can we refrain 
from exclaiming, 0 Africa! how vast, how over­
whelming thy lmrthen ! Ilow numberless thy 
wrongs,-the prey of fiendish mcn,-thc world's 
great mart of rapine, bondage, blood, and murder! 
Un no part of earth's surface, in no state or condi­
tion of mankind, can we find a parallel to thy woes! 
Thy skies have been obscured with smoke of towns 
in tlames !-thy lovely landscapes and sunny groves 
transfornlell to lions' ,lens !-thy bttruing deserts 
lw,lewed with the ag0nizing tears of hereaved mo­
thers !-and thy winds have re-echoed back to thy 
bloo,1-stained soil the orphan's cry, the widow's wail! 

There is yet hope for Africa. The deep groan 
of her untold sorrows has been responded to by the 
sympathies of the British heart. Her almost 
boun<lless plains have invited the enterprise of na­
tions; a vast amount of property has been expended, 
and a still greater sacrifice of life ·and talent has 
been made, to heal her bleeding wounds; but arc 
these to suffice, or have we paid the debt we owe? 
Arc we, on slight discouragement, to abandon the 
nohle project of Africa's salvation? Ha-ve all the 
ei,ergics which have been employer} been spent iu 
vain ? Surely not. They have hcea the develop­
ments of morn! worth, the results of Christian phi­
lanthropy. "'c have thereby become better ac­
qttaintcd with her real condition, more conversant 
with her wrongs, and more convinced that it is to 
the everlasting gospel we must look, as the instru­
ment to chase away the mass of darkness brooding 
on her bosom. Yes, her uukuown regions must be 
explored by the messengers of the churches, arnl 
her vast moral wastes must be watered bv the 
streams of life. The truth of Goll is the graii"d cu­
gi.uc by which the demon of slavery wiJI be repelled 
from her shores, and her sable sons and daughters 
made to sit under their owu vine and fig-tree,­
when her ransomed millions shall reiterate from 
shore to shore her jubilee. 

\~e.:;, enn now thy beams 
~u(fuse the twilight of the nations. Light 
,vake" in the re:,71.on where gross <larkneSi veiled 
Tbe people. They .,.·ho in death's shadow sat 
Shall hail that glorious ri~ing; for the shnde 
Prophetic shrinks before the dawning ray 
That ea.~ it : forms of earth that interposed 
Shall vanish, scattered like the dusky clouds 
1'efore the exultant morn; and central day, 
All shadou-'less, e~en to the poles shall reign. 
Volume of God ! thou art that e.lStern star 
'\\-.hich leads ta Christ ; soon sliall thy circuit reach 
Round earth's circumference, in e\'ery ton:,'\1e, 
Uevealing to all nations-what the heavens 
Hut shadow forth-the glory of the Lord.* 

Although the noble scheme 0f ascending the 
Niger, for the purpose of scattering the blessings of 
peace and plenty in the centre of Africa, has ia a 
measure failed, it has taught the world what Eng­
land can do, and what she is ready to do again. It 
ha~ taught the Africans that thdr cause is not for-

,. "S~ar in the East," by Josiah Conder, E,-iq. 

gotten at the foot of the British throne, and that it 
has pledged itself to encourage every project calcu­
lated to bring abont the anticipated event, whcu 
Ethiopia will stretch forth her hands unto God. 
This subject has occupied the attention of the no­
blest miml$ in our kmgdom, and the excellent of 
the earth arc generally agreed that, in order to 
civilize we must evangelize Africa. Nothing can 
be more to the point than the following extract 
from the valuable work on the Slave Trade, and its 
Remedy. by Sir T, F. Buxton, who has so Jong 
labonrnd with intense interest to alleviate the sa,l 
condition of uututoretl minds, and to eradicate 
"that gigantic all(l accursed tree which for ages 
has nourished beneath its shadow lamentations, 
mourning, aml woe." "N"atioually and religiously 
the duty is plain," coutinucs that great philanthro­
pist; "we have been put in trust will, Christianity; 
we have heen the dcpositaries of a pure and holy 
faith, which inculcates the most expanded benevo­
lence; aud yet have not only neglcctc,l, as a nation, 
to confer upon Africa auy real benefit, but have in­
flicted upon it a positive evil. Co,-ctousness has 
,limmcd our moral perceptions of duty, an,l pa­
ralyse,! our efforts during many generations; and 
now that the nation has awakened from its lethargy, 
it is high time to act up to the, principles of our 
rrligiou. 

" Africa still lies in her blood. She wants our 
missionaries, our schoolmasters, our l3ihles-all the 
machinery we possess, for ameliorating her wrctehell 
condition. Shall we with a remedy that may safely 
be applied, neglect to heal her wounds ? Shall we, 
on whom the lamp of life shines, refuse to ,lisperse 
her darkness? 

" lf there he any consolation in Christ, if auy 
comfort of Jove, if auy fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels of merci~s; we must awake to the duty, 
amidst every difficulty, of freely and liberally dis­
tributing to others those rich and abundant blessings 
which ha vc been entrusted to ns. 

"i\lissiouarics find less difficulty than any other 
class of persons, perhaps, in winning the confidence 
of the native tribes. The secret of their success is 
the spirit of fair dealing, aml the manifestation of 
upright and benevolent intentions which they carry 
with them. These speak to all mcu, hut especially to 
the uncivilized, iu a language which they accurately 
comprehend, and to ,vhich they freely respond." 

These principles speak for themselves, and they 
ought to speak; for the destinies of unborn millions, 
as w~ll as the millions who now exist, are at stake. 
To rescue Africa from the abyss of misery iu which 
she has been plunged, as the same able a,lvocate 
writes, "Let missionaries and schoolmasters, the 
plough aud the spade, go together, and agriculture 
will flourish, the avenues of legitimate commerce 
will he opened, coufidencc lietwccn mnn and man 
will be inspire<!, whilst civilization will advance as 
the natural effect, and Christianity operate as the 
proximate canse of the happy change." 

The preceding chapters show what has been ac­
complished among the tribes in the southern por­
tions of this vast continent. What uow remains to 
he done, hnt to go np aud take possession of the 
laud? The means lmve been described, and onr 
prospects arc inviting; avenues ha,·c been opened 
np; translations of the word of God have been 

~( 
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made into different languages;'" a native agency is difficnlt to reconcile ourselves to our lot, for in ad­
in operation. The once enslaved negroes of the dition to repeated rebuffs, the manner of the vil­
slave-eultured islands of the west, unmanacled, and lagers excited suspicion. When twilight drew on, 
freemen in the Lord, are now ready to go and pro- a woman approached from the height beyond which 
claim the liberty of the gospel to their captive the village lay. She hore on her head a bundle of 
hrethreu, while creation is groaning for her re- wood, and had a vessel of milk in her hand. The 
demption. We are warranted to expect, from what latter, without opening her lips, she handed to us, 
has already occurred, great and glorious results, as laid down the wood, and returned to the village. 
the consequence of the simple distribution of scrip- A second time she approached with a cooking ves­
tural trnth, and the influence of that tmth iu con- sel on her head, and a leg of mutton in one hand, 
nexiou with native agency. 'When only the gospel and water in the other. She sat down without say­
of Luke was printed in the language, am\ the first iug a word, prepared the fire, and put on the meat. 
edition of Scripture Lessons had been put into the We asked her again and again who she was. She 
hands of the natives, Mr. Hughes, writing to the remained silent till affectionately entreated to give us 
author from an out station, made the following a reason for snch unlooked for kindness to strangers. 
striking remarks:- The solitary tear stole down her sable cheek, when 

"The good work here is making progress. she replied," I love Him whose sen·ant you arc, 
What has been accomplished by feeble means (in and surely it is my duty to give you a cup of cold 
our eyes) makes me exclaim, ',vhat hath God water in his name. )ly heart is full, therefore I 
wrought!' The sword of the Spirit is trnly in un- cannot speak the joy I feel to see you iu this out­
skilled hands, but it hath shown itself two-edged. of-the-world place." On learning a little of her 
Its success here is evidently not owing to the baud history, and that she was a solitary light burning iu 
that wields it, but to its own native power and des- a dark place, I asked her how she kept up the life 
tination from above. Jesus and the apostles teach of God in her soul in the entire ahsence of the corn­
here without any human iufirmity intruding be- muniou of saints. She drew from her bosom a copy 
tween them and the hearts of the hearers. The of the Dutch New Testament, which she had re­
great principles of the Bible Society are exempli- ceived from l\Ir. Hehn when in his school some 
fied here, the simple reading aud study of the Bible years previous, hefore she had been compelled by 
aloue will convert the world. The missionary's , her connexions to retire to her present seclusion. 
work is to gain for it admission and attention, and " This," she said, "is the fountain whence I drink ; 
then let it speak for itscl£ The simplicity of means this is the oil which makes my lamp hum." I 
iu connexion with the greatness of the effect, is qnite looked on the precious relic, printed by the British 
in character with its Divine Author. To Ilim be and Foreign Bihle Society, and the reader may con­
all the praise." ccive how I felt and my believing companions with 

The vast importance of having the Scriptures in me, when we met with this disciple, and mingled 
tlie language of the natives, will be seen when we our sympathies and prayers together at the throne 
look on the scattered towns and hamlets which stud . of onr heavenly Father. G I.ORY TO Goo IN THE 
the interior, over which one language, with slight j HIGHEST, um oN EARTH PEACE, GOOD w11.1. To 
variations, is spoken as far as the Equator. 'When ~JEN ! 
taught to read they have in their hands the means 
not only of recovering them from their natural 
darkness, but of keeping the lamp of life hurniug 
even amidst comparatively desert gloom. In one 
of my early journeys with some of my companions, 
we came to a heathen village on the banks of the 
Orange River, between Namaqua-land and the 
Griqua country. ,ve had travelled far, aII(] were 
hungry, thirsty, and .fatigued. From the fear of 
being exposed to lions, we preferred remaining at 
the village to proceeding during the night. The 
people at the village rather roughly directed us to 
halt at a distance. We asked water, hut they would 
not supply it. I offere<I the three or fonr buttons 
which still remained on my jacket for a little milk; 
this also was refused. We had the prospect of 
another hungry night at a distance from water, 
though withiu sight of the river. We found it 

* Since the author arrived in En_!.?land, lie lrns been ena• 
bled, by the n11mificcnce of tl1c Hritish and Foreign Bible 
Society, to carry through the press a translation of the ~ew 
Testament and the Psalms in the Sechuana language, some 
thousand.i of which have Leen sent out to the interior of 
Southern Africa, to supply the incr~asing wants of a people 
rapidly acquiring the art of reading; thousands of them bein~ 
able already to read in their O\Yn langua~e the wonderful 
works of God. A large edition of the Scripture Lessons has 
also been printed, the whole expense of which has been de,. 
frayed by a number of the Society of Friends. Numerous 
elementary works ancl tracts l1ave emanated from printing 
pr~cs in the Dechuana country. 
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"THY KINGDOM COME." 
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