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PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION. 

IN presenting to the American Public, another Memoir 
of the illustrious individual whose life and writings form 
the subject of this volume, a brief exposition of the object 
intended to be accomplished, may not be inappropriate. 

To lead the minds of the thoughtful and ingenuous to a 
consideration of the doctrines and duties which Mr. Fuller 
stated with such lucid distinctness, and defended with such 
force of Scripture and reason-to excite in all whose cir­
cumstances will possibly allow its exercise, the same ar­
dent thirst for intellectual and biblical attainment which 
he exhibited, and to hold up in full relief, the example of 
industry, enterprise and perseverance, furnished in his life 
and labours, to the imitation of Christians, and especially of 
Christian Ministers, has-seemed of sufficient importance to 
warrant the sending forth of another volume from the press. 

It will naturally be asked, Has not the Life of Fuller, 
by the late Dr. Ryland, which was some years since repub­
lished in this country, accomplished the object here pro­
posed 1 To some extent it undoubtedly has; but the more 
judicious and discriminating, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
have earnestly desired a more striking delineation of those 
powers of mind and habits of life, which, by the grace of 
God, raised the subject of these Memoirs from obscurity, 
and enabled him to confer favours so immense on British 
and American Christians, and on the idolatrous millions in 
India. 

Such a delineation is here presented. It has been re­
ceived-especially the enlarged and greatly improved edi­
tion from which this is printed-with most decided appro­
bation by those who are best qualified to judge of its faithful­
ness and ability. To render it more generally aeceptable 
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and useful in this country, some omissions have been made, 
both of incidents possessing a mere local interest, and of 
remarks and reflections, arising from a relation and bias of 
decidedly personal character. The omission of some sen­
tences and paragraphs of this description will certainly not 
be regretted, especially as the space which they occupied, 
has been filled by a selection from valuable materials, to 
which the author in composing the work, could not have 
had access. 

In preparing this edition, besides consulting the most 
able and impartial reviews of the work, in the contempora­
ry English journals, the Editor has availed himself of the 
information of individuals in this country; and particularly 
of one, who, as the pupil and successor of Dr. Ryland-the 
neighbour of the Author of these Memoirs-and the inti­
mate and confidential friend of the subject of them, till 
his death-possesses advantages for rendering assistance in 
this service, of a most valuable character, and for whose 
kindness in imparting the necessary information, this 
slight acknowledgment is felt to be a very inadequate 
return. 

Two classes of individuals, it is believed, will derive 
very important advantages from the perusal of these Me­
moirs. Those who have already been constrained, by cir­
cumstances beyond their control, to attempt discharging 
the duties of the Christian ministry, with but very slight 
literary or theological attainments, and with minds but 
imperfectly disciplined, will here see what may be done, 
even in the most discouraging circumstances, to prepare 
them more perfectly for their great work. They will learn 
from the example here presented, that it is not in the want of 
College Halls, extensive libraries, uninterrupted and digni­
fied leisure, and able instructers, to prevent the progress of 
one whose soul thirsts for divine truth, and who is consci­
entiously impelled to possess himself of clear and correct 
views of it, in order to inculcate it effectually. Let but 
this spirit animate all the ministers of the gospel, and ig­
norance would not long disgrace their sacred office. They 
will see too, in the zeal and self-denying efforts for the 
Missionary Society, here described, what can be done in 
a great and good cause, by the persevering devotedness of 
a Chri~tian pastor, who never conceived of his duty as cir-
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cumscribed by the limits of his own parish, but who felt 
the force of the mandate,·" Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature." 

The examples of self-improvement, and enlarged evan­
gelical efforts, which are presented in the lives of such 
men as Fuller and Baldwin, and the still surviving and 
venerable Dr. Carey, should not be lost. On the younger 
class of ministers, whose circumstances in the commence­
ment of the work are similar to theirs, such instances of 
success present the most cheering encouragement. 

The other class of readers, for whom this volume, espe­
cially the reviews it contains, seems admirably adapted, 
consists of by no means an inconsiderable number, who, 
having imbibed a violent prejudice against the doctrines 
which they suppose that Fuller advocated, have never 
been candid enough to read the very works which they so 
loudly condemn. They will here find, within limits so 
reasonable, that none need be repelled from making the 
experiment of their perusal, such an outline of his real 
sentimenls, as will probably lead them to reverse their un­
favourable opinions, and read at length, some of the ad­
mirable treatises, both doctrinal and practical here brought 
to their notice. Should this result be extensively effected 
in the churches of Christ throughout our country, their 
best interests would in a very high degree be promoted. 

The eloquent Robert Hall, in one of his controversial 
works, having incidentally mentioned the subject of these 
Memoirs, proceeds with his usual felicity and discrimina­
tion, to characterize him in the following manner : " I 
cannot refrain from expressing in a few words the senti­
ments of affectionate veneration with which I always re­
garded that excellent person while living, and cherish his 
memory now that he is no more; a man, whose sagacity 
enabled him to penetrate to the depths of every subject he 
explored; whose conceptions were so powerful and lumin­
ous, that what was recondite and original appeared familiar; 
what was intricate, easy and perspicuous in his hands; 
equally successful in enforcing the practical, stating the 
theoretical, and discussing the polemical branches of the­
ology. Without the advantage of early education, he rose 
to high distinction among the religious writers of his day; 
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and in the midst of a most active and laborious life, left 
monuments of his piety and genius which will survive to 
distant posterity. Were I making his eulogium, I should 
necessarily dwell on the spotless integrity of his private 
life, his fidelity in friendship, his neglect of self-interest, 
his ardent attachment to truth, and especially the series of 
unceasing labours and exertions in superintending the mis­
sion to India, to which he most probably fell a victim. He 
had nothing feeble or undecisive in his character, but to 
every undertaking in which he engaged, he brought all the 
powers of his understanding, all the energies of his heart; 
and if he were less distinguished by the comprehension, 
than the acumen and solidity of his thoughts: less emi­
nent for the gentler graces, than for stern integrity and 
native grandeur of mind, we have only to remember the 
necessary limitation of human excellence. While he en­
deared himself to his denomination by a long course of 
most useful labour, by his excellent works on the Socinian 
and Deistical controversies, as well as his devotion to the 
cause of missions, he laid the wodd under lasting obliga­
tions." 

That the Saviour whom this great and good man served 
with so single an eye, and such distinguished success, 
may make this memorial of HIS servant extensively useful, 
is the humble desire of 

THE EDITOR. 

Salem, July, 1830 .. 
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THE frailty of human nature, the lapse of time, and the 
incessant recurrence of other objects, possess a most fatal 
tendency to efface the remembrance of those once dear to 
us, or whose virtues and achievements require to be per­
petuated for the benefit of posterity. Ere many years have 
fled, the minuter parts and finer traits of character are ob­
literated ; nothing remains but the rude projecting outline, 
which affords but little to gratify the taste, or increase the 
aggregate of public informatiou. There have been nu­
merous instances in which the lives of eminent persons 
have died away from the page of history, and of whom 
little more has Lieen recorded than that they once were, but 
now are not. 

"Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 
The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear." 

The world has thus lost some of its most valuable treasures, 
and history some of brightest ornaments. A remote suc­
cessor may attempt to retrace and complete the portrait; 
but of the correctness of the execution, who shall judge 1 
Cotemporary biography has, therefore, important advan­
tages, which subsequent compo8itions do not possess; it 
must, at least, furnish the ore, by which the latter are to 
be enriched. The history of pP-rsons who have lived in 
the same age and nation with ourselves, excites also an in­
terest which we do not feel respecting others who have 
flourished at a distant period. 

It is not every cotemporary, however, not every one ac­
quainted with departed worth, who is qualified for the re­
quisite delineation. There is an identity of character, as 
real and as certain as the identity of persons; but it is 
such as can only be distinguished and described by the 
most perfect kind of familiarity. The author of the fol-
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lowing sheets pretends to no other qualification than this, 
except that he also claims an inflexible fidelity. He pro­
fesses to have enjoyed a long and intimate acquaintance 
with the distinguished individual whose Memoirs he now 
submits to the public-an acquaintance more intimate and 
unreserved than was enjoyed by any other person. He has 
seen him in every shape and attitude, amidst his multifa­
rious labours, and in the moments of relaxation ; has 
known him in every difficulty, and shared with him all the 
pains and pleasures of life. How such intimacies origi­
nate, is not easily accounted for; the most genuine and 
the most gratiiying are generally unstudied and unsought, 
and are both the cause and the effect of an unremitted in­
tercourse. Such was the case in the present instance. 
The interchange of thought and feeling, by conversation, 
by letter, by preaching, by every mode of expression, was 
continued almost daily for a number of years, during the 
most active and enterprising period of life; and accompa­
nied with a freedom, a collision, and a confidence that knew 
no bounds. Had the author employed the vigilance of a 
Lauterbach or a Boswell, amidst the innumerable opportu­
nities which occurred, greater intellectual treasures might 
have been added to the present compilation ; but they are 
now "like water spilled upon the ground, which cannot be 
gathered up." He can only present to the candid notice 
of the reader, the little which he happened to preserve, or 
which his recollection has been able to supply. 
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MEMOIRS. 

CHAPTER I. 

J\Jr. Fuller's Pare11tage-Early life-Co11version-Call to the Min­
istry-Change of Sentiment-Labours and Difficulties at Soham. 

LrnE many other great and original characters, Mr. 
ANDREW FuLLF.R arose out of obscurity, without any flat­
tering prospect of future eminence. When he first made 
):iis appearance on the theatre of public life, there was little 
to attract the notice, or excite the esteem of his cotempo­
raries. Regardless, however, of adventitious circumstan­
ces, he was propelled by the force of his own native genius, 
and owed as little to artific'ial culture, as he did to the smiles 
of opulence, or the honours of descent. 

He was born at Wicken, a small village in Cambridge­
shire, about seven miles from Ely, on the 6th of February, 
1754; and in his youth received only the common rudi­
ments of an English education, at the free school at So­
ham. His father, Mr. Robert Fuller, at the period of his 
son Andrew's birth, occupied a small farm at Wicken, and 
was the parent of three sons, of whom the subject of this 
Memoir was the youngest. His brothers were Mr. Robert 
Fuller, a farmer at Isleham, born in 1747; and Mr. John 
Fuller, born in 1748, who resides at Little Bentley in Es­
sex, both of them deacons of Baptist churches. 

Eminent as Mr. Andrew Fuller afterwards became for 
piety and usefulness, his youthful days were spent in 
sin and vanity; and the history of this period affbrds a 
lamentable proof of the depravity of human nature, while 
it illustrates the sovereign efficacy of renewing grace, and 
its richness and freeness to the chief of sinners. It will 
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be seen in the following narrative, drawn up by Mr. Fuller 
himself, about the year 1798, and communicated in a letter 
to a friend, how deeply he felt himself indebted to the 
grace of God, and what were the grounds of his attach­
ment to that doctrine which became the theme of his fu­
ture ministry. 

"J\Iy parents," says he, "were Dissenters, of the Cal­
vm1st1c persuasion. They were engaged in husbandry, 
which occupation I followed till the twentieth year of my 
age. At this distance of time it is not easy to recollect 
all that happened; but I remember many of the sins of 
my childhood : among which were, lying, cursing, and 
swearing. It is true, as to the latter, it never became 
habitual. I had a dread upon my spirits to such a degree, 
that when I uttered an oath, or any imprecation, it was 
by a kind of force put upon my feelings, and merely to 
appear manly, like other boys with whom I associated. 
This being the case, when I was about ten years old I en­
tirely left it off, except that I sometimes dealt in a sort of 
minced oaths and imprecations, when my passions were 
inflamed. 

" In the practice of telling lies I continued som~ years 
longer; at length, however, I began to think this a mean 
vice, and accordingly left it off, except in cases where I 
was under some pressing temptation. 

'' I think l must have been nearly fourteen years old, 
before I began to have any serious thoughts about futuri­
ty. The preaching which I attended was not adapted to 
awaken my conscience, as the minister had seldom any 
thing to say except to believers; and what believing was, I 
neither knew, nor greatly cared to know. I remember, 
however, about this time, as I was walking alone, I put the 
question to myself, What is faith 7 There is much made 
of it,-what is it? I could not tell; but satisfied myself 
in thinking it was not of immediate concern, and I should 
understand it as a grew older. 

"Sometimes conviction laid fast hold of me, and ren­
dered me extremely unhappy. One winter evening in 
particular, I went to a smith's shop, where a number of 
other boys sat round the fire. • Presently they began to 
sing vain songs. This appeared to me so much like revel­
ling, that I felt "Something within that would not suffer me 
to join them; and while I sat silent, in rather an unpleas­
ant muse, these words sunk deep into my mind: 'What 
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doest thou here, Elijah 7 ' They had such an effect upon 
me, that I immediately left i.he company; yet, shocking to 
reflect upon, I walked away murmuring in my heart against 
God, that I could not be let alone, and suffered to take my 
pleasure like other youth. 

"At other times I was greatly affected by reading or 
thinking of the doctrines of Christianity. One day in 
particular, I took up Mr. R: Erskine's 'Gospel Sonnets,' 
an<l opening upon a piece called 'A Gospel Catechism for 
young Christians, or Christ all in all in our complete Re­
demption,' I read ; and as I read, I wept. Indeed, I was 
almost overcome with weeping, so interesting did the doc­
trine of eternal salvation appear to me; yet, there being 
no radical change in my heart, these thought~ passed 
away, and I was equally intent on the pursuit of folly as 
heretofore. 

"Sometimes I felt a strange kind of regard towards good 
people, such of them especially as were familiar in their 
behaviour to young persons, and would occasionally talk 
with me about religion. I used to wish I had many thous­
and pounds, that I might give some of it to those of them 
who were poor in their worldly circumstances. 

"I was sometimes the subject of such convictions and 
affections, that I really thought myself a converted person, 
and lived under that delusion for some years. The ground 
on which I rested this opinion was as follows :-One day 
as I was walking alone, I began to think seriously what 
would become of my soul! I felt myself the slave of sio. 
Till now, I did not know but that I could repent at any 
time; but now 1 perceived that my heart was wicked, and 
that it was not in me to turn to God, or to break off my 
sins by righteousness. I saw that if God would forgive me 
all the past, and offer me the kingdom of heaven on the 
condition of giving up my wicked pursuits, I should not 
accept it. This conviction was accompanied with great 
depression of heart. I walked sorrowfully along, repeating 
these words,-Iniquity will be my ruin! Iniquity will be my 
ruin ! While pouring over my unhappy case, those words of 
the Apostle suddenly occurred to my mind: 'Sin shall not 
have dominion over you ; for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace.' Now the suggestion of a text of Scrip­
ture to the mind, and especially if it came with power, 
was generally considered hy religious people, with whom 
I occas:ionally associated, as a promise coming immediately 
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from God. I therefore so understood it, and thought that 
God had thus revealed to me that I was in a state of sal­
vation; and that, therefore, iniquity should not, as I had 
feared, be my ruin. The effect was, I was overcome with 
joy and transport. I shed, I suppose, thousands of tears 
as I walked along, and seemed to feel myself as it were in 
a new world. It appeared to me that I hated my sins, and 
was resolved to forsake them. Thinking on my wicked 
courses, I remember using those words of Paul : ' Shall 
1 .continue in sin that grace may abound 7 God forbid ! ' 
I felt, or seemed to feel, the strongest indignation at the 
thought. But strange as it may appear, though my face 
was that morning swelled with weeping, yet before night 
all was gone and forgotten, and I returned to my former 
vices with as eager a gust as ever; nor do I remember 
that for more than half a year after it, I had any serious 
thoughts about the salvation of my soul. 

"About a year afterwards, however, I was again walk­
ing by myseIJ: and began to reflect upon my course of life, 
particularly upon my former hopes and affections, and how 
I had since forgotten them all, and returned to all my 
wicked ways. Instead of sin having no more dominion 
over me, I perceived that its dominion was increased. 
For some minutes I was greatly dejected, but was instant­
ly relieved by what I accounted another promise from God. 
These words were suggested to my mind : ' I have blot­
ted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud 
thy sins.' By this, as by the former, I was overcome with 
what I considered to be God's great love to me, and shed a 
multitude of tears, not of sorrow, but of joy and gratitude. 
I now considered myself as having been in a backsliding 
state, and that God had graciously restored me ; though 
in truth I have every reason to think that the great deep 
of my heart's depravity had not yet been broken up, and 
that all my religion was mere transient impression, widiout 
any abiding principle. Amidst it all, I had lived without 
prayer; and was never, that I recollect, induced to deny 
myself of one sin when temptations were presented. I 
now, however, thought, surely I shall be better for the time 
to come. But alas! in a few days this also was forgotten, 
and I returned to my evil courses with as much eagerness 
as ever. 

" I now began to draw towards sixteen years of age ; 
and as my powers and passions strengthened, I was more 
and more addicted to evil. Nor. was I merely prompted 
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by my own propensities; for having formed connexions 
with other wicked youths, my progress in the way to 
death was thereby greatly accelerated. Being of an 
athletic frame, and of a daring spirit, I was often engaged 
in such exercises and exploits as might have issued in 
death, if the good hand of God had not preserved me. 
I also frequently engaged in games of hazard, which, 
though not one to any great amount, they were very be­
witching to me, and tended greatly to corrupt my mind. 
These, with various other evil courses, had so hardened 
my heart that I seldom thought of religion. Nay, I recol­
lect that on a Lord's <lay evening, about this time, when 
my parents were reading in the family, I was shamefully 
engaged with one of the servants, playing idle tricks, 
though I took care not to be seen in them. These things 
were nothing to me at that time; for my conscience, by 
reiterated acts of wickedness, had become ' seared as with 
a hot iron:' they were heavy burdens, however, to me af­
terwards. 

"Having persisted in this course for a time, I began 
to be very uneasy, particularly in a morning when 1 first 
awoke. It was almost as common for me to be seized with 
keen remorse at this hour, as it was to go into bad com­
pany in the evening. At first I began to make vows of 
reformation, and this for the moment would afford a little 
ease ; but as the temptations returned, my vows were of 
no account. It was an enlightened conscience only that 
was on the side of God : my heart was still averse to eve­
ry thing spiritual or holy. For several weeks I went on 
in this way; vowing, and breaking my vows; reflecting 
on myself for my evil conduct, and yet continually repeat­
ing it. 

" It was not now as heretofore : my convictions fo!low­
ed me up closely. I could not, as formerly, forget these 
things, and was therefore a poor miserable creature, like 
a drunkard who carouses in the evening, but mopes about 
the next day like one half dead. One morning, as I was 
walking alone, l felt an uncommon load upon my heart. 
The remembrance of my sin, not only on the past even­
ing, but for a long time back,-the breach of my vows, 
and the shocking termination of my former hopes and affec­
tions, all uniting together, formed a burden which I knew 
not how to bear. The gnawings of a guilty conscience, 
seemed to be a kind of hell within me. Nay, I really 
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thought at the time, that this was the fire and brimstone 
of the bottomless pit, and that in me it was already 
kindled. I do not write in the language of exaggeration . 

. I now know that the sense which I then had of the evil 
of my sin, and the dreadfulness of God's righteous dis­
pleasure against me on account of it, came very far short 
of trutlt, though they seemed more than I was able to 
sustain. When I thought of my broken vows, they serv­
ed to convince me that there was no truth in me, and that 
I was altogether wicked. 1 subscribed to the justice of 
my doom, if 1 were sent to hell; and plainly saw that to 
hell I must go, unless I were saved of mere grace, and 
as it were in spite of myself. I sensibly perceived that 
if God were to forgive me all the past, I should again de­
stroy my soul, and that in a very little time: I never be­
fore felt myself such an odious and helpless sinner. I 
seemed to have nothing about me that ought to excite the 
pity of God, or that I could reasonably expect should do 
so; but every thing disgusting to him, and provoking to 
the eyes of his glory. 

"And now the question would turn in my mind, six or 
seven times over, What must l do? What shall I do 1 In• 
deed, I felt utterly at a loss what to do. To think of 
amendment, and mtrch more to make vows concerning it 
as heretofore, were but a mockery of God and my own 
soul; and to hope for forgi1•eness in the course that I was 
in, was the height of presumption. So I had no refuge. 
For a moment, despair took hold upon me, and I even 
thought of returning, and taking my fill of sin, let the con­
sequences be what they might; but then again the thoughts 
of being lost, and lost forever, sunk into my soul like lead 
into the waters. While thinking on this, my past hopes 
also recurred to my mind, and aggravated the idea of eter­
nal punishment. What, thought J, shall I at once bid adieu 
to Christ, and hope, and heaven-and plunge my soul into 
endless ruin! At this my heart revolted. What shall I 
do? What can I do? This was all [ could say. 

"It is difficult at this distance of time to recollect with 
precision the minute workings of my mind ; but as near as 
I can remember, I was like a man drowning, looking every 
way for help, or rather catching for something by which he 
might save his life. I tried to find out whether there were 
any hope in divine mercy-any in the Saviour of sinners; 
but felt repulsed in the thoughts of mercy having been so 
basely abused already. In this state of mind, as I was 
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moving slowly on, I thought of the resolution of Job : 
'Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.' And foras­
much as it yielded me a faint ray of hope, I repeated the 
words many times over; and at each repetition, I seemetl 
to gather a little strength. 1t excited a sort of peradventure 
that the Saviour of sinners may save my life,-mixed with 
a_determinati~n, if I might, to cast my perishing soul upon 
hm1 for salvauon, to be botl~ pardoned and purified, for I 
felt that I needed the one as much as the other. 

" I was not then a ware that any poor sinner had a warrant 
to believe in Christ for the salvation of his soul; but sup­
posed there • must be some kind of qualification to entitle 
him to do it; yet I was aware that I ha<l no qualifications. 
On a review of my resolution at that time, it seems to re­
semble that of Esther, who went into the king's presence 
'contrary to the law,' and at the hazard of her life. Like 
her, I seemed reduced to extremities; impelled by dire 
neces~ity to run all hazards, even though I should perish 
in the attempt. Yet it was not altogether from a dread of 
wrath that I fled to this refuge; for I well remember that 
I perceived something attracting in the Saviour. I must­
I will-yes, I will trust my soul-my sinful lost soul-in 
his hands. If I perish, I perish! Such in substance were 
my resolutions. In this state of mind I continued nearly 
an hour, weeping and supplicating mercy for the Saviour's 
sake; (my soul hath it still in remembrance, and is hum­
bled in me!) and as the eye of my mind was more and 
more fixed on him, my guilt and fears were gradually and 
insensibly removed. 

"I now found rest for my troubled soul, and I reckon that 
I should have found it sooner, if l had not entertained the 
notion of my having no warrant to come to Christ, without 
some previous qualification. This notion was a bar that 
kept me back for a time, though, through divine drawings, 
I was enabled to overleap it. As near as I can remem­
ber in the early part of these exercises, when I subcribed 
to the justice of God in my condemnation, and thought of 
the Saviour of sinners, I had then relinquished every 
false confidence, believed my help to be only in him, and 
approved of salvation by grace alone, through his death : 
and if at that time I had known that any poor sinner might 
warrantably have trusted in him for salvation, I conceive I 
should have done so, and have found rest to my soul sooner 
than I did. I mention this because it may be the case 
with others, who may be kept in darkness and desponc!en-
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cy by erroneous views of the gospel much longer than 
I was. 

"I think also I did repent of_ my sin in the early part of 
these exercises, and before I thought that Christ would ac­
cept and save my soul. I conceive that, justifying God in 
my condemnation, and approving the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ, necessarily included it; yet I did not think 
at the time that this was repentance, or any thing truly 
good. Indeed I thought nothing about the exercises of my 
own mind, but merely of my guilty and lost condition, and 
whether there were any hope of escape for me. But having 
found rest for my soul in the cross of Christ, I was now 
conscious of my being the subject of repentance, faith and 
love. When I thought of my past life, 1 abhorred myself, 
and repented in dust and ashes; and when of the gospel 
way of salvation, l drank it in, as cold water is imbibed by 
a thirsty ~oul. My heart felt one w_ith Christ, and dead to 
every other object around me. I thought that I had found 
the joys of the gospel heretofore ; but now I S!:;emed to 
know that I had found them, and was conscious that I had 
passed from death unto life. Yet even now my mind was 
not so enga;red in reflecting upon my own feelings, as upon 
the objects which occasioned them. 
"From this time my fo1 mer wicked courses were forsaken. 

I had no manner of desire after them. They lost their in­
fluence upon me. To those evils, a glance at which before 
would have instantly set my passions in a flame, I now felt 
no inclination. My soul, said I, with joy and triumph, is 
as a weaned child. I now knew experimentally what it 
was to be dead to the world by the cross of Christ, and to 
feel an habitual determination to devote my future life to 
God my Saviour. 

From this time I considered the vows of God as upon 
me. But ah! I have great reason for shame and bitter re­
flection, in reviewing the manner in which they have been 
fulfilled. Nevertheless, by the help of God I continue in 
his service to this day: and daily live in hope of eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ my Lord and only Saviour." 

The above simple and affecting narrative abounds with 
that sound discrimination, for which the author was so re­
markable. That which passes very currently for true con­
version, was with him no better than reprobate silver, and 
nothing would suffice but the religion of the heart. There 
is also in this, as in all his other compositions, that severity 
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of suspicion, that inflexible . demand for incorruptness and 
purity of principle, which indicates a deep insight into hu­
man nature, and is well adapted to warn against the danger 
of self deception, rather than afford encouragement to those 
feelings which commonly precede conversion. 

Mr. Fuller's family had now resided at Soham several 
years, where he was employed by his father in the farming 
business, and milkec.l a dairy of cows every morning. One· 
of the servants, a pious man, began to converse with him 
very freely on religious subjects, and he soon afterwards 
attended the meetings for prayer, anc.l took a part in the ex­
ercises. Afraid of being drawn aside by former tempta• 
tions, he made it a practice for several years, whenever a 
feast or holiday occurred, to go to a neighbouring village, 
to visit some christian friends, and returned home when all 
was over. Thus he was delivered from participating in 
those follies which had given him so much uneasiness, and 
turned the season of temptation into a season of spiritual 
improvement. In the month of March, 1770, he for the 
first time witnessed the administration of the ordinance of 
believers' baptism; and in the following month was himself 
baptized on a p"rofession of repentance and faith, being 
then in the se•:enteenth year of his age. He endured the 
scoffs and revilings of his former associates with great 
calmness, and returned his pity for their contempt. 

Having become a member of the church at Soham, un­
der the pastoral care of Mr. John E1•e, who was a retired 
man and fond of reading, he cultivated an acquaintance 
with Mr. Joseph Diver, who was baptized at the same time, 
and soon became his intimate and bosom friend, though 
much his senior in point of years. The intercourse became 
highly interesting to young Fuller, whose powers were be­
ginning to expand ; and which were no sooner directed 
towards the important objects of religion, than he pursued 
them with all his might. The attachment between him 
and the church was also warm and mutual, anc.l he was 
singularly happy in his new connexion. 

A case, however, soon occurred, which changed the 
scene, and turned the gladness into grief and trouble. lie 
happened to be the first who knew of an offence having 
been committed by one of the members, and went to ad­
monish him according to the rule given in Mutt. xviii. 15-
18. The excuses alleged by the offender, and the steps 
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which followed, brought the matter before the church. In 
the course of the discipline, a discussion took pla~e of va­
rious doctrines respecting the power of fallen man to obey 
God, and keep himself from sin, with other relative senti­
ments. Great disagreement arose out of this, and many 
dispute~, which ended in the division of the church, the 
resignation of the pastor, and his removal from among them, 
in October, 1771. 

Young and inexperienced as Fuller then was, these dis­
putes deeply engaged his attention, and were the means of 
suggesting to him the consideration of many topics on 
which his pen was afterwards employed. He used to call 
them "the wormwood and the gall of his youth;" yet to 
these, under God, he ascribed almost all his future views, 
and the leading events of his life. If he judged or wrote 
to any good purpose, it was then he would say, "he learned 
to do so by bitter experience." Nothing now was looked 
for, but the dissolution of the church. For several weeks, 
he went to another place. Those members, however, 
who kept together, appointed a day for fasting and prayer, 
and invited all who were scattered to unite in this. He 
accepted the invitation, and from that time continued with 
them.. . .- . 

The church at Soham having become destitute, and be­
ing scarcely in a condition to obtain or support another 
mini:;ter, it was found expedient to supply this lack of ser­
vice by engaging the assistance of some one of their own 
members. Mr. Joseph Diver, being now one of the dea­
cons of the church, generally took the lead in conducting 
public worship. He was a man of some ability, had an 
extensive acquaintance with the Scriptures, and possessed 
consiclerable piety and prudence. His practice was, to 
read a chapter or a paragraph, and attempt a short illustra• 
tion of the passage, for the edification and instruction of 
his brethren. It seems, however, that this was not to the 
entire s,Ltisfaction of young Fuller, who longed for the 
privilege of having the pastoral office once more filled up 
among them. 

A proposition was, about this time, made to him to be 
apprenticed to some business, to which he had formerly 
been inclined; and his mother, judging the "candlestick 
to have been removecl " from Soham, mentioned to him a 
vacancy of which she had heard, ancl which if he choosed 
to accept, would afford him the opportunity of hearing the 
gospel preached e1•ery Lord's day. But, slender as were 
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the advantages to be derived from his religious connections 
at Soham, he felt reluctant to leave them. Compassion for 
their destitute circumstances, and a wish like that which 
Jonah experienced, "to see what would become of the 
city,' induced him to continue where he was. 

In this state of things, a singular occurrence in Provi­
dence paved the way for his being himself introduced into 
that important station. Having occasion, on a Saturday 
in the month of November, 1771, to go to one of the neigh­
bouring villages, his thoughts became fixed, during the 
journey, on the words of the Psalmist: "·weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Psi. 
xxx. 5. His mind was led out into a pleasing meditation 
on the passage, and a thought suggested itself to him that 
he could possibly say something upon it that might be in• 
structive to others. On the following morning, when he 
met his brethren for public worship, it was found that the 
deacon who usually presided, and engaged in reading and 
exhortation, was unable to attend ; in consequence of 
which, Mr. Fuller was solicited by the other deacon, to 
read the Scriptures and say a few words to the congrega­
tion. The request, as we may naturally suppose, not a 
little surprised him, and occasioned some hesitation; but 
he at length yielded to their importunity, and deliver.ed a 
discourse of about half an hour, on the words which had 
occupied his thoughts the preceding day. He was invited 
on a subsequent occasion, again to deliver an exhortation; 
but as volubility of speech, rather than any other qualifi­
cation, is generally considered as the principal requisite 
for a pulpit orator, Mr. Fuller's strong sense aud sterling 
piety, accompanied as they were, with a rough and heavy 
manner of address, were scarcely sufficient. to secure his 
acceptance. _ _ 

From this time to the end of 1772, Mr. Fuller does not 
appear to have been called upon to occupy his talent in 
the way of public teaching. Mr. Diver is said to have 
(too hastily) remarked, that it was needless to encourage 
him, for that he would never make a preacher ! Happily, 
for the world at large, however, about the beginning of the 
year 1773, an opportunity was again afforded him by the 
absence of Mr. Diver, to address his brethren, which he 
did from Luke xix. l 0. " The Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost." He spoke at this time 
with great freedom, arrested the attention of his audience, 
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and was the happy means of producing conviction in the 
minds of several young persons who afterwards united 
with the church. 

In the course of the following year he baptized two per­
sons, and was invited by his brethren to accept the pasto­
ral office. The invitation was several times repeated, and 
on his part declined, from the sense of unfitness and incom­
petency. His mind was nevertheless intensely occupied 
in the pursuit of truth, and in viewing the progress of a 
controversy which was going on in his neighbourhood. 
Mr. Robinson of Cambridge, and some other Baptist min­
isters, were writing in favour of Open Communion; and 
though Mr. Fuller did not venture to publish any thing in 
reply, he composed a few pages in defence of Strict Com­
munion, in which he endeavoured to meet the objections 
of the opponent party. The manuscript, written in his 
twentieth year, was not intended for general inspection. 
The substance of it has since been incorporated in a post­
humous pamphlet, published by Dr. Newman; and some 
notice will be taken of it in a succeeding chapter, in a gen­
eral review of the author's works. 

In January, 1774, one of the members died, and it was 
requested by the surviving n~latives, that if not disorderly, 
Mr. Fuller shoulcl preach a funeral sermon, which he did; 
and on the 26th of the same mont:1, the church, having 
pre,·iously held a day of fasting and prayer, gave him a 
unanimous invitation to become their pastor. Labouring 
under many disadvantages, among a poor people who 
possessed but a moderate acquaintance with divine truth, 
and agitated by religious disputes and specuhtions, he 
deeply felt the importance of the work to which he had 
been called. He was much and earnestly engaged in prayer 
to Him, who alone could qualify him for the undertaking, 
and confided with great delight iu that promise : "In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall clircct thy paths." 
This, indeccl, never ceased to be his refuge, in every re­
newed difficulty of his future life. 

In the spring of J 775, February 19, l!,fter a probation 
of more than twelve mouths, he accepted the call of the 
church, and was ordained on the 3d of May, in that year. 
Mr. Han of Arnsby, father to the present Mr. Robert 
Hall, delivered the charge, from Acts xx. 28. Mr. Pilley 
of Luton, and Mr. Emery of Little Stoughton, near Kim­
bolton, were also present and took part in the ordination. 
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They were led to inquire into the difference of sentiment 
which had occasioned the removal of their former pastor, 
and requested Mr. F. to state the particulars. Mr. Hall, 
for whose judgment Mr. F. always entertained the highest 
regard, expressed his satisfaction with this statement; 
and recommended it to him carefully to read Edwards on 
tlie JiVill, as the most able work on the subject of natural 
and moral inability. So little acquainted was he with 
authors, that though this book had been much read for 
several years, and reprinted ir;i England, he confounded 
it with a work of Dr. Edwards of Cambridge, entitled, 
"Veritas Redu~." He read this work, and approved of 
it, but it did not seem to bear on the ohjcct of Mr. Hall's 
recommendation. Nor did he, till 1777: discover his mis­
take. He got now into a different and far less profitable 
course of reading, though his mind continued much exer­
cised, respecting the objects of the Christian ministry.­
Ilunyan, Gill, and Brine, were the authors he principally 
perused ; and though he received instruction from them 
all, and most from Dr. Gill, he could not fail to observe, 
that their views on some subjects did not accord. Bunyan, 
.while maintaining that individuals are chosen and pre­
destinated to eternal life before the world began, solely in 
consequence of the sovereign grace of God, presents the 
invitations of the gospel to sinners without distinction, and 
dwells on the Father of rriercy, stretching out his hands to 
the disobedient and gainsaying, having no pleasure in their 
death. 

He could not reconcile these things; but judged the 
honest Bunyan inconsistent with himself, and with the scrip­
tures, and thought the other writers clearer in their views. 
Beco.ning better acquainted however with the elder Puri­
tans, as well as with some of Bunyan's cotemporaries, 
particularly Dr. Owen, he found them harmonize much 
more with him, than with Dr. Gill or Mr. Brine. He was 
not a stranger to those passages of the word of God which 
contain pathetic invitations to sinners; nor with many of 
those addressed to them by Jesus, during his personal min­
istry, inviting and beseeching the guilty to come to 
Him-setting forth the suitableness and freeness of Divine 
mercy-and the exceeding great and precious promises 
to every one who repents and believes the gospel. But 
such were the prejudices of his mind, that he supposed 
there must be two kinds of duties : one binding on man in 

C 



26 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 

innocence, and on all his posterity : the other derived from 
Christ, and obligatory onl)• on his people. He was not 
aware that the language of the scriptures concerning the 
inability of man to perform the latter, is just what men 
use in common discourse, to express resolute obstinacy 
and aversion to do any thing desired of them; nor had he 
observed that it is always employed in scripture, not to 
palliate or excuse disobedience, but to describe the depth 
of human depravity. 

In the autumn of 1775 he was in London, where he met 
with some writings on what was called " The Jl,[odern 
Question;" which had been agitated many years before, 
by Mr. Maurice, pastor of the Independent congregation 
at Rowell,* and Mr. Wayman ofKimbolton. The former 
of these writers, being struck with the boldness of the 
innovation that could call in question the obligations of 
men to repent and believe the gospel, gave to the contro­
versy this name, and pleaded with considerable success 
the sentiments afterwards adopted by Mr. Fuller. This 
was the first time in which he knew that these views had 
been the subject of debate. The proofs he there met with, 
that the addresses of John the Baptist, of Christ and the 
Apostles, to many who heard them, were directed to the 
impenitent and the ungodly, and that the object of their 
address was to excite them to flee from the wrath to come 
-to repent and live-to believe and be saved-very much 
impressed his mind. He set about examining the subject 
afresh, and the more he read, the greater doubts he enter­
tained of the opinions he had been holding. He now per­
ceived himself unsettled, on subjects which affected both 
his personal religion, and his ministry. He became very 
unhappy; but his distress produced close meditation, dili­
gent searching of the Scriptures,' and earnest prayer. 

Those acquainted with his works need not be informed, 
that he soon became rooted and established in views op­
posite to those with which he set out; and they will here 
learn the immediate occasion of his first treatise, entitled, 
"The Gospel worthy of all Acceptation," which was writ­
ten in 1781, when he was only twenty-six years of age. 
This work, though he judged it afterwards inconclusive in 
some parts, and improved it, as he thought, in a subse­
quent edition, contains most important reasonings, and un-

* l\Jr. Maurice was also the author of a very estimable work, entitled 
'' Social Religion Exemplified." 
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d9ubtedly displays talents which were afterwards generally 
acknowledged on the subjects that obtained greater and 
more universal attention. 

On the 28th of May, l 776, the annual Association of 
ministers and messengers, belonging to the Baptist 
churches in Northamptonshire, was held at Olney, where 
l\Ir. Sutcliffe had been settled a few months bP.fore. This 
was the first interview that Mr. F. had with that excellent 
man ; and from that day to· the very last, an endearing 
and reciprocal friendship existed between them, the bonds 
of which were divided only for a short time, to be re-unit­
ed and drawn more close for ever. It was then, too, that 
his acquaintance commenced with the late Dr. Ryland, of 
Bristol, who at that time had entered on his i;ninistry at 
Northampton. 

These young associates having begun to <lrink deep in­
to the writings of President Edwards, introduced that ex­
cellent author, and others of the New England school, to 
the acquaintance of their new friend. His works, their 
conversation and inquiries, and the able observations of 
Mr." Hall of Arnsby, who in a supplement to his 'Associa­
tion Letter of that year, on the doctrine of the Trinity, 
added some thoughts on the causes of salvation and dam­
natioo, closely connected with those subjects, served to en­
large and establish Mr. Fuller's mind, and to give a di­
rection to his sentiments' and preaching, discernible in all 
his future ministry and writings. 

In December, l77G, Mr. Fuller married Miss Gardiner, 
who was a member of the church at Soham, and whose fa­
ther resided chiefly at Newmarket. She was an amiable 
woman, singularly meek and retired in her deportment, 
and greatly beloved by her connections. By this first mar­
riage, he had a numerous family, most of whom died in 
infancy, or in early life ... 

That he might give himself more unreservedly to the 
duties of his office, Mr. Fuller relinquished his business, 
the prosecution of which he found, as every one will find, 
who has scriptural views of the pastoral office, inconsis­
tent with, or at least very unfavourable to, a becoming de­
votedness to its duties, and to au acquirement of the re­
quisite qualifications. The support he received from the 
church, not through parsimony, but from their slender cir­
cumstances, became inadequate to provide for the ex­
penses of a rising family. He set up a school in aid of his 
usefulness and his income ; but after trying this for a 
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year, he did not succeed, and relinquished 1t rn April, 
1780. - Discouraged by these things, lhough a man of a 
disinterested mind and frugal habits; but far more discourag­
ed by the dissatisfaction which some expressed with his 
change of views, by the lukewarmness of many, and the 
little appearance of edification-and it is said, by unkind­
ness on the part of a few-he was greatly depressed, and 
nearly brought down by sorrow and sickness to the grave. 

He had preached occasionally at Kettering, where the 
church had been destitute of a pastor for a considerable 
time, and was heard by them with great profit and ac­
ceptance. It was soon discovered that they were desirous 
of his removal, and suggestions to that effect were con­
veyed to him through l\lr. Wallis, their excellent deacon, 
of whom some further notice will be taken in a succeed­
ing chapter. 

In fact, though his connections at Soham were endeared 
to him by first impressions, and early attachments, it was 
not to be expected that a situation so unsuitable to his 
talents should eventually be preferred. The exalted Head 
of the church intended and prepared him for more ex­
tensive usefulness ; and by a series of disappointments 
and discouragements was gradually paving the way for 
his removal to a wider sphere of action, where his great 
and varied talents might be exerted with more effect, 
in promoting the interests of religion, both at home and 
abroad. 

Mr. Fuller had indeed the opportunity of leaving his 
situation much sooner than he did ; but his attachment to 
the place where he had spent his early days, to the people 
with whom he was first united in Christian love, his dis­
interested regard for their welfare, the deep sense he en­
tertained of his obligations, and of his own unfitness for a 
more important station, prevented his listening to the im;­
tations of other churches, till he was in a measure compell­
ed, by accumulated difficulties, to think of tendering his· 
resignation. ·, 

The first intimation of this was given to the church at 
Soham, in July, 1i81, which occasioned great sorrow of 
heart, and various consultations with ministers and others; 
till at length, being overcome by the prayers, the tears, 
and entreaties of the people, Mr. Fuller consented to stay 
with them another year. 

When the period of his departure was drawing nigh, 
the scene became still more painful, and his courage fail-
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ed him. The most unfeigned sorrow prevailed in almost 
every heart. " For my own part," said Mr. Fuller, "I 
found it exceeding difficult to go on in preaching, and to 
keep from weeping quite out. 1 hastened, as soon as wor­
ship was over, to get alone, and there to give full vent to 
all my sorrows. We had a private evening meeting, Au­
gust 11th, 1782, which was more trying to me than the 
public services of the day. I _saw a spirit in the church in 
general, which, had I seen a half a year ago, I could never 
have left them, come what would, whatever I do now. I 
went home to my house, with a heart full of distress, and 
my strength nearly exhausted with the work and weeping 
of the day. 

"The next day, August 12, I devoted to fasting and 
prayer; and 1 scarcely remember such a day in my life, 
for tenderness and importunity in prayer. Two days after, 
I felt my spirits all the morning exceedingly depressed ; 
but I got alone, and found a heart to pray with greater 
fervency than I had done before. It seemed as if I must 
have my petition granted, or I could not live. Nothing 
but the thoughts of an open door for greater usefulness in 
Christ's causP., and my having been so much engaged to 
pray for the coming of Christ's kingdom, could have kept 
me from dropping all opposition, and yielding to the desire 
of the church." He afterwards added, " I do hope the 
hand of God is in all this. I feel a secret longing to have 
my time, my soul, my all, devoted to Christ's interest, in 
some respects different from what I can here." 

Mr. Fuller's delicate, prudent, Christian conduct, on 
this occasion, was very conspicuous. It is evident that his 
mind was greatly distracted with suspense and uncertain­
ty; the apprehension of erring on the one hand, and of 
neglecting a call_ to greate~ u~efulness on the other, ~hrP.w 
him into perplexity and ag1tat10n. Unexpected considera­
tions started suddenly upon him; he found he had been 
an instrument of doing more good, and that there was 
more attachment towards him among the people, than had 
hitherto been discovered. About thirty persons had join­
ed the church, nearly as many were awakened under his 
ministry, and the last year was still more promising of use­
fulness and comfort. A conflict of contending passions 
raised as great a tumult within him, as perhaps the revolu­
tions of empires ever wrought in an ambitious breast. In 
this dilemma he had recourse to counsel from friends, and 

C 2 
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from meetings of ministers; the question whether he 
should leave. the first scene of his usefulness, or occupy a 
larger and in some respects, a more comfortable sphere, 
was r~ferred by the church and by him, to arb_itration. ~e 
corresponded with those whom he thought likely. to give 
him good advice; but above all, he resorted on this occa­
sion, to fasting, and prayer to the Father of lights. He 
did not, however, ascertain the path of duty so clearly as 
could be wished, and therefore concluded on stayrng a 
year longer at Soham. At the end of ~his period he made 
up his mind to remove, and all parties agreed that_ he 
should accept the invitation of the church ut Ketterrng. 
On this decision, the church at Soham wept much, but 
said, "The will of the Lord be done." 

CHAPTER II. 

His Removnl to Ketlcring-Domestic Afflictions-Ministerial La­
bours-Efforts in the Cnuse of Reli11:ious Liberty-Personal and 
ReL1Live Afflictions-Counsel ani.1 Corre~pondence-Labours con­
tinued. 

AMONG dissenting churches, where the right of choosing 
and retaining their own ministers is tenaciously regarded, 
there is always some danger of sacrificing the general good 
to the supposed claims of a particular society. And though 
Mr. Fuller was influenced by the purest motives, iu pro­
longing his connection with the church at Soham, and had 
no worldly interest or ambition to gratify; yet it is pretty 
evident that a considerable part of his usefulness would 
have been lost, by complying with the wishes of the people 
and ackno1dedgmg their exclusive right to his services, 
had not Providence removed those scruples by imposing a 
necessitv from which there could be no appeal. 

In the" early part of Mr. Fuller's public life, he had the 
happiness to become acquainted with the excellent Mr. 
Hall of Arnsby, whose peculiar delight it was, to encour­
age any promising talents which he discovered among his 
junior brethren in the mmistry. Mr. Hall had long fixed 
his eye on Mr. Fuller, as likely to render important ser­
!ices to the cause of truth at some future period, and anx­
iously ¼aited to introduce him to a situation more adapt• 
ed to the range of his abilities. Amidst the difficulties at• 
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tending his early labours, both from the pulpit and the 
press, and those which arose out of his religious connec­
tions, Mr. Hali was his counsellor and friend ; and to the 
latest hour of his life, .l\Ir. Fuller cherished the memory of 
that eminent man wilh filial affection and reverence. 

It has already been stated, that the Baptist church at 
Kettering was destitute of a pastor during the greater part 
of the time i\Ir. Fuller was e)'.ercising his ministry at So­
ham; and by the advice of Mr. Hall, they waited several 
years in the hope of obtai11ing him. In the mean time, 
Mr. Fuller occasionally visited and preached at Kettering, 
where his character and talents were held in the highest 
estimation, and where a more extensive field of usefulness 
invited his attention. The interval, however, was equal­
ly painful to himself and to his friends. The church at 
Soham \\as distressed by the fear of losing him, and the 
church at Kettering for the want of him, while he himself 
was equally distressed by the influence of contending 
motives. "Oh that it had never been my lot," said he, 
"to undergo the trial of a remove ! Such things not only 
kindle my llffections, but 111y fears. I am not without my 
fears, that if I do remove, I shall sin against the Lord; 
and rather than do that, I would go softly all my years in 
the bitterness of my soul. Truly his favour to me is bet­
ter than life. On the other hand, I am not without hope 
that I should not offend the Lord in so doing. Yet if T 
go, I shall take upon me a greater charge than I have 
hitherto had ; and that greater charge is attended with 
greater obligations to diligence and faithfulness. When 
greater opportunities of doing good are put into our hands, 
it is but having more talents to improve, and more souls 
to be accountable for. These things make me fear and 
tremble." 

This painful conflict ended in October, 1782, when Mr. 
Fuller removed with his family to Kettering. He became 
pastor over that church on the 7th of October, in the fol­
lowing year. Mr. Evans, Mr. Sutcliffe, Mr. Ryland, jr. and 
several other ministers, assisted on tht) occasion. Mr. Hall 
delivered what is usually called the Charge, from the last 
words of Paul to Timothy : " The Lord Jesus Christ be 
with thy spirit." 

On coming to this new situation, it was Mr. Fuller's 
good fortune to find in the senior deacon of his church, 
Beeby Wallis, Esq. one who duly appreciated his talents 
md his worth; and who, by his superior discernment and 
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the transcendent excellency of his character, acquired and 
employed the most extensive influence in conducting the 
concerns of the society for the mutual honour and benefit 
of the pastor and the flock. The connection from first 
to last, allowing for those incidents inseparable from the 
present imperfect state of human society, was a source 
of great comfort and satisfaction to both parties. And 
though the eminence of Mr. Fuller's pulpit talents could 
not fail to attract the attention of more numerous and 
more opulent congregations _than that over which he 
presided; yet he never felt any temptation to leave a 
people to whom he was so much attached, and from whom 
he received so many proofs of affection and esteem, in 
order to gratify the pride of popularity, or the love of fil­
thy lucre. 

Alluding sometimes to what are called the more "re­
spectable ,, churches in the connection, and observing the 
very humble situation of some of their ministers, whose 
influence and authority are absorbed in the more dignified 
office of the lay elders, he used to say, '-' I love to be 
where I can have plenty of elbow room;" and certainly 
he was inspired with sufficient terror of that worst of all 
animals, "a lord brother." Referring once to the salary he 
received for his ministerial labours, which was at no time 
fully adequate to his support, he remarked, "If I had con­
sulted my temporal interest, 1 might have doubled what I 
have had for the last twenty years; yet I might not have 
been better off than I am now." He was therefore con­
teuted and happy in the situation which Providence had 
assigned him. 

Mr. Fuller's removal to Kettering seems to have been 
the commencement of a distinct era in his public life. 
Here he was brought into closer union with a circle of 
ministers to whom he was greatly attached, and who were 
equally ardent with himself in the investigation of truth, if 
not alike successful in its defence and propagation. Here 
also his labours took a wider range, and were directed to­
wards a more definite object. 

Whether it be owing to a congeniality of mind, produc­
ed by frequent intercourse ; to the collision of sentiment; 
to the inlluence which insensibly pervades the same socie­
ty; to a spirit of emulation excited by comparison, or to 
any other assignable cause, it seems pretty evident that no 
great man ever existed alone in any age or country ; and 
if others, equally eminent with himself be not produced by 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 33 

his impulse, he is the means, somehow or other, of elevating 
from the common level many around him, and of imparting 
an energy of mind and character which otherwise they had 
not possessed. The social influence was never more sen­
sibly felt, nor ever more visible than in the present instance; 
where the prophet's mantle seems to have descended suc­
cessively, and to have endued each with a considerable 
portion of the same spirit, tlu~ same gifts and talents for 
usefulness. 

The venerable Mr. Hall of Arnsby, the senior Mr. Ry­
land of Northampton, Mr. Fuller, and Mr. Pearce, to say 
nothing of Dr. Carey, and other surviving cotempGrariftli, 
were men of no ordinary standard, and they seem to have 
been planted together for no ordinary purpose. Each shone 
in his turn with unusual brightness; and that part of the 
religious hemi:;phere, more especially, in which they mov­
ed, has been long and successively irradiated with the splen­
dour of their talents and piety. 

The first two or three years after Mr. Fuller's removal 
to l{ettering, were passed in great comfort ancl tranquillity. 
In 1784 he agreed, in conjunction with several other min­
isters, to devote the second Tuesday in every other month 
to private fasting and prayer, for the revival of religion in 
their respective congregations, whioh was soon followed 
with a monthly prayer meeting, for the extension of Christ's 
kingdom in the world. During this period he was much 
occupied in revising and publishing his treatise on Faith, 
written chiefly while he was at Soham, where he had to 
explore his path amidst theological difficulties, unaided and 
alone. In this employment, however, he found much sat­
isfaction and delight, and entered upon it in the confidence 
of ultimate success, though he anticipated no 8mall degree 
of opposition and reproach from his hyper-calvinistic breth­
ren, who did not fail to represent his statements as adverse 
to the doctrines of grace. 

Trials and alflictions of another kind still awaited him; 
and the first that seriously affected him was the death of 
a beloved daughter, at the age of six years and a half, on 
the 30th of May, 1786. He had buried -several children 
in their infancy, but this was a heavier stroke, and it made 
a deep impression on his heart. The prospect of this 
bereavement occasioned an agony of{_~~~",foch he was 
scarcely able to ~;nr<K~'Wr, ~\1..ji'Vi~ioq'1; feveq';hi.ch. 
confined him to bis bed for· severaf llo.ysi 1 :When tootcon-: 
flict was over, his spirits revived'r anilcalmly appr~cl1ing 
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the grave of the departed, he dictated the following tender 
lines: 

"The Child is not !-and I, whither shall I go? 
My pensive soul thought thus to urge its grief: 
To what retreat betake me, high or low, 
Where burdened hearts might find some short relief. 

Shall I betake me to the grove, or field, 
Or walk, or hill, or dale, or grassy plain? 
Alas, what joy can all creation yield! 
Creation i11ourns where death and sorrow reign. 

So far from easing, prospects aggravate; 
Ah, here she walked-there ran-there plucked the opening flower : 
Turn, turn away my eyes, nor irritate 
The wound that's now too deep for earth to cure. 

But stop .... tbe child is not.. .. hence will I go, 
To Goo, who though he frowns, is still the same. 
She was not mine, though fond I called her so; 
He gave-He took away-1'11 bless his name. 

Look neither inward, on thy griefs to pore, 
Nor outward, for relief in creature joys; 
Look upward, to thy Goel, thence help implore, 
And help will come, and good from ill adse. 

Nor mourn to excess her loss, but say "'!is well;" 
What matter when she died, if but to Goo. 
If reared tor Him, though young or old she fell, 
His bosom is her last and blest abode. 

Here oft she read of infant piety ; 
She read, and loved, and paused at every breath, 
Till dire affliction wore her •trength nway, 
And queuched her powers, and sealed her lips in death. 

What then! her powers we trust do now expand; 
Our views compared with her's are childish now. 
She needs not little toys t'amnse her mind ; 
Christ, whom she sought, will be her all to knoi,v. 

Suri:ly her sorrows now to joy are turned, 
Yes, sure her infant cries were heard and sped. 
Her tender hopes, to blest fruition changed, 
And all her fears in disappointment fled. 

But must we part ?-and can I bid fare we I ? 
We must.-1 can-I have-I kissed her dust­
I kissed the clay-cold corpse, and bid farewel, 
Until the resurrection of the just. 

Return, my soul-the works of life attend­
A little while to labour here is given; 
Meanwhile, a new attractive thou shall find, 
'l'o draw thee hence, and fix thine heart in heaven." 
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These lines are not inserted for the sake of their poetic 
beauty; but because they serve, in an eminent degree, to 
develope the paternal character of their Author, and evince 
the strength of his sensibilities, notwithstanding the stern­
ness of his general aspect. "Natural affection," says 
Melancthon, "is peculiarly forcible in minds of a superior 
order;" and he himself was an instance of the justness of 
the remark. When an eminent literary character called 
one day at his house to see him, instead of finding him as 
he expected, remote from his family, and secluded in his 
study, he was introduced to him, rocking his child's cradle 
with one hand, and holding a book in the other. It is also 
somewhere remarked of that illustrious statesman, Mr. Fox, 
that after having held the British Senate for hours togeth­
er during the night, in delightful astonishment, charmed 
by the splendour of his talents, and the blaze of his over­
powering eloquence, he might be seen the following morn­
ing at trap-ball with a little boy on the lawn, before his 
parlour window, and entering eagerly with him into all his 
juvenile amusements. It is by the facility with which 
superior minds descend from their elevation, and mingle 
with us in the ordinary occurrences of life, that under one 
view we estimate their greatness. And when we contem­
plate the Son of God himself, taking little children up in 
his arms and blessing them, we have before us a pattern of 
grace and condescension which may well put the highest 
mortal to the blush. 

In the autumn of 1790, Mr. Fu Iler rode over to Everton 
in Bedfordshire, accompanied with his friend Mr. Sutcliffe, 
on a visit to the venerable Mr. Berridge. The interview 
was highly gratifying on all sides, though only of short con­
tinuance. The good old man having given his two friends 
a brief history of his life, they requested him to pray a few 
minutes before they parted. He, however, desired Mr. 
Fuller to engage in that exercise ; an<l afterwards, without 
rising from his knees, he took up the petitions which ha<l 
been offered, with great fervour and enlargement, and dis­
missed his. brethren with the most cordial benedictions. 
Mr. Fuller returned home much refreshed by the interview, 
and ever after mentioned it as one of the happiest circum­
stances of his life. 

Early in March, 1791, he lost his friend and counsellor, 
the Rev. Robert Hall of Arnsby; to whose memory he paid 
the last tribute of respect, by delivering the funeral oration 
at his grave. The death of this great man was severely 
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felt, especially by the ministers and churches in his imme­
diate connexion, which afterwards looked up to Mr. Fuller 
as his successor in wisdom and ability. An Elegy which 
he composed on this occasion is closed with a wish, which 
is happily realized in him who bears the name, and inherits 
the lirtues of his venerable predecessor. 

"--Here's Elijah's mantle : may there too 
A· double portion of his spirit rest 
Upon us all; antl 11,ight I be indulged 
In one more special wish, that wish should he, 
That he who fills his father's sacred trust, 
.Mi,:;ht share the blessings of hi8father's God, 
./l.nd tread his steps ; that all may see and sa.y, 
Elijah's spirit on Elisha rests." 

The revolution of another year brought with it fresh tri­
als, which exercised the faith and patience of the minister 
and the church at Kettering. Death removed au inestima­
ble friend, who had been the principal means of introc,luc­
ing l\lr. Fuller to his new situation, and whose cordial 
co-operation had afforded him the greatest assi$tance and 
encouragement in discharging the duties of the pastoral 
office. Mr. BE EBY ,v ALLIS, who had been a deacon of 
the church four and twenty years, died on April ~d, 1792. 
In commemoration of so excellent a character, and the ten­
der care with 1v hich he watched over the interests of religion 
in that society, which had been founded and prospered by 
the labours of his pious ancestors, l\Ir. Fuller composed the 
following epitaph, which was afterwards inscribed upon his 
tomb. 

"Kind sycamore, preserve beneath thy shade, 
The precious dust of him who cherished thee: 
Nor thee alone; a plant to him more dear, 
He chel'ished, and with fost'ring hand upreared. 

Active and generous in Vil'tue's cause, 
With solid wisdom, strict integrity, 
And unaffected piety, he lived 
Beloved amongst us, and beloved he died. 

Beneath an Allon-Bachuth, Jacob wept: 
Beneath thy shade we monrn a heavier loss." 

About six months after the death of this valn~ble man, 
the Baptist l\Iissionary Society was formed unclPr the roof 
of his hospitable mansion, and warmly patronized by his 
pious widow. This important event afforded the most 
lively satisfaction, and called forth all the energies of their 
able Secretary. Here he found an object commensurate 
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with the magnitude of his powers; and with the most un­
wearied assiduity he devoted the remainder of his life to 
the advancement of its interests. 

But pro\·idence was preparing a still greater trial of heart 
and intellect, in the affliction and removal of his amiable 
wife; and during the progress of the disease he was ago­
nized with poignant grief. "My family afflictions," said 
he, "have almost overwhelmed me; and what is yet be­
fore me I know uot ! For about a month past, the ailliction 
of my dear companion has been extremely heavy. On 
reading Job iv. 3-5 this morning, I was much affected. 
'My words have upholden many: oh that now I am touch­
ed, I may not faint!' Oh Lord, I am oppressed: undertake 
for me. My thoughts are broken off, and my prospects 
seem to be perished. I feel, however, some support from 
such scriptures as these : ' All things work together for 
good to them that love God-God, even our own God, shall 
bless us-It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con­
sumed,' One of my friends observed, that it is difficult in 
many cases to know wherefore God contendcth with us. 
But I thought there was no difficulty of this kind with me. 
I have sinned against the Lord; and it is not a little af­
fliction that will lay hold of me. Those words have im­
pressed me of late: 'It was in my heart' to chastise them."' 

Mrs. Fuller died Aug. 23, li92, under very afflictive 
circumstances, scarcely in the possession of her reason; 
but when the trial came he was enabled to bear it with be­
coming fortitude.* 

* We copy from Dr. Ryland's Memoirs of Fuller, the following in-
tercsti-ng letter, giving an account of l\Irs. Fuller's decease. Ed. 

" Aug. 15, 1792. 
"Dear and honoured Father, 

"You have heard, I suppose, before now, that my dear companion 
is no more! For about three months back, our afflictions have been 
extremely heavy. About the beginning of June she was seized with 
hysterical alfoctions, which, for a time, deprived her of her senses. 
In about a week, however, she recovered them, and seemed better; 
but soon relapsed al!;ain: and rlming the months of July and August, 
a very few intervals excepted, her mind has been constantly derang­
ed. In this unhappy state, her attention has generally been turned 
upon some one ohjcct of dist1·ess: sometimes, that she hart lost her 
children; sometimes, that she should lose me. For one whole <lay, she 
hung about my neck weeping, fur that I was going to die, a11u leave her. 
The llext 1norning, she still retained the same persuasion; but, instead 

D 
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He also found relief in devoting himself closely to writ­
ing ; and it was during this period that he _coi_nposed his 
Dialogues and Letters, on the fundamental pnnc1ples of the 
gospel, and his celebrated work on the Calvinistic _and So­
cinian systems, examined and compared, as to their moral 
tendency. The intenseness of his application brought on a 
paralytic affection in his face and head, which created con­
siderable alarm among his friends ; but happily it subsided 
in the course of a few months. 

Fond of nature and the woodland scenery, Mr. Fuller 
had occasionally taken his late companion and a friend, in 
the autumnal season, to spend a day in wandering among 
the bushes of the forest, to gather nuts. Riding alone 
through Corby woods, a year after his bereave:nent, he 

of weeping for it, she rejoiced with exceeding joy. 'My husband,' 
said she, ' is going to heaven .... and all is well ! ... I shall lie pro­
vided for,' &c. Sometimes we were her worst enemies, and must 
not come near her; at other times, she would speak to me in the 
most endearing term 9. Till very lately, she has been so desirous of 
my company, that it has been with much difficulty that I have stolen 
away from her, about two hours in the twenty-four, that I mi~ht ride 
out for the air, my health having been considerably impaired. But 
lately, her mind took anothe1· turn,which to me has been very afflicting. 
It is true, she never ceased to love her husband. 'I have had,' she 
would say, 'as tender a husband as ever woman had .... but you 
are not my husband!' She seemed, for the last month, really to 
have considered me as an impostor, who had entered the house, and ta­
ken possession of the keys of every place, and of &oil that belonged to 
her and her husband! Poor soul! for the last month, as I said, this 
and other notions of the kind have rendered her more miserable than 
I am able to describe. She has been fully persuaded, that she was 
not at home; but had wandued somewhere from it, had lost herself, 
and fallen among strangers! She constantly wanted to make her es­
cape; on which nccount we were obliged to keep the doors locked, 
and to take away the keys. 'No,' she would say to me, with a coun­
tenance of inexpressible anguish, 'this is not my home .... you are 
not my husband .... these are not my children. Once I had a good 
home .... and a husband who loved me .... and dear children .. , 
and kind friends .... bnt where am I now? I am lost! I am ruin­
ed! What have I done? Oh! what have I done? Lord, have 
mercy upon me ! ' In this strain, she would be frequently walking 
up and down, from room to room, bemoaning herself, without a tear 
to relieve her, wl'inging h'lr hands, first looking upwards, then down­
wards, in all the attitudes of wild despair. You may form some con­
ception what must have been my feelings, to have been a spectator 
of all this anguish, and at the same time, incapable of affording her 
the smallest relief. 

"Though she seemed not to know the children about her, yet she 
had a keen and lively remembrance of those that wern taken away. 
One day, when I was j!:One out for the air, she went out of the 
house. The servant, missing her, immediately followed, and funnd 
her in the grave yard, lookiug at the 1sraves of her chi!Jren. She 
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commemorated the afflictive event by dictating the follow­
ing lines, which are not less affecting by their artless sim­
plicity, than by the air of solemnity which they impart to 
the surrounding scene. 

"I who erewhile was blessed with social joys, 
With joys that sweetened all the ills of life, 
And shed a cheerful light on all things round­
Now mourn my days in pensive solitude. 

There once did live a heart that cared for me; 
I loved, and was again beloved in turn ; 
Her tender soul would soothe my rising griefs, 
And wipe my t!'ars, and mix them with her own. 
But she is not-and I forlorn am left, 
To weep unheeded and to serve alone! 

I roam amidst the dreary woods. Here once 
I walked with her who walks no more with me. 
The fragrant forest then with pleasure smiled. 
Why wears it now a melancholy hue? 
Ah me! nor woods, ner fields, nor aught besides, 
Can grateful prove, where grief corrocles the heart. 

God of my life, and guide of all my years! 
To thee may I again my soul commend, 
And in thee find a friend to share my !(fiefs, 
To give me counsel in each doubtful path, 
And lead me on through every maze of life, 
Till I arrive where sighs are heard no more! " 

Having been a widower more than two years, he married 
Miss Coles, Dec. 30th, 1794, the onlydaughterofthe Rev. 
William Coles, pastor of the Baptist church at Maulden in 

said nothing; but with a bitterness of soul, pointed the servant's eyes 
to the wall, where the name of one of them who was buried in 1783, 
wa~ cut in the stone. Then, turning to the graves of the other chil­
dren, in an agony, she, with her foot, struck off the long grass which 
had grown over the !lat stones, and read the inscriptions with silent 
anguish, alternately l&oking at the servant anti at the stones. 

" About a fortnight before her death, she had one of the happiest 
intervals during the affliction. She had been lamenting, on account 
of this impostor, that was come into her house, and would not give 
her the keys. She tried, for two hours, to obtain them by force, i!l 
which time she exhausted all her own strength, and almost mine. 
Not being able to obt,1in her point, as I was necessarily obliged to 
re~ist her in this matter, she sat down and wept-threatened me, that 
Goel would surely juclge me, for treating a poor helpless creature in 
such a manner! I also was overcome with grief: I wept with her. 
The sight of my tea1·s seemed to awaken her recollections. With 
her eyes fixed upon me she said, .... ' Why, are you indeed my 
hushan,I?' 'Inclced, my clear, l am!' 'Oh! if I thought you 
were, I could give you a thousand kisses!' 'Indeed, my dear, I am 
your own dear husbantl.' She then seated herself upon my knee, 
and kis~cd me several time9. My heart dissolved, with a mixture of 
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Bedfordshire. Averse to the usual manner of commemo­
rating such events, and desirous of acknowledging God in 
all his ways, he invited only one or two pious and intimate 
friends, to unite with him in prayer and supplication for a 
blessing on the important connection which had been form­
ed. By this second marriage Mr. Fuller had six children, 
three of whom died in infancy, and two only now survive 
to do honour to his memory. Mrs. Fuller, after giving to 
the public a new and uniform edition of his works, has 
since followed him to the grave, Oct. 29th, 1825. 

grief and joy. Her senses were restored, and she talked as rationally 
as ever. I then persuade<l her to go to rest, an<l she slept well. 

"About two in the morning, she awoke and con,·ea·sed with me as 
rationally as ever she did in her life : said, her poor hea,1 hail been 
disordered, that she had given me a <lea! of trouble, and feared she 
had injure<l my health ; b·egged I woul<l excuse all her hard thoughts 
and speeches; an<l urge,! this as a consideration-' Though I was 
set against you, yet I was not set againsl you as my husband.' She 
desired I would ri<le out every day for the air ; gave directions to the 
servant about her family; tohl her where this and that article were 
to be found, which she wanted; inquire<l after various family con­
cerns, and how they had been conducted since she had been ill ; and 
thus we continued talking together till morning. 

"She conlinuc<l much the same, all the forenoon; w,1s delighted with 
the convea·sation of Robert,who,e heart also was <lelighterl,as he said, to 
see his moliler so well. 'Robert,' said she,' we shall not live togeth­
er much longer.' ' Yea, mother,'.repEed the chiltl, 'I hope we shall 
live togethei· for ever.' Joy sparkled in her eyes, at this answer : 
she stroke<l his head, and exclaimed, 'O bless you, my dear ! how 
came such a thought into your ·minrl ? ' 

"Towards noon she sai<I to me,' We will dine together, to-day, my 
dear, up staia·s.' We did so But while we were at dinner, in a few 
minutes her senses wern gone; nor did she ever recover them again! 
From this happy interval, however, I entertaine<l hopes that her 
senses would return when she was delivered, and came to recover 
her streni<,th. 

"On Thursday, the 23.J instant, she was delivered of a daughtrr_, 
but was all the day very restless, full of pain and misery, no return 
of reason, except th,t, from an aversion to me which she h,HI so long 
cntea·taine<l, she callet! me ' my dear,' and twice kissed me: sai<I she 
'1,mst <lie,' and 'let me die, my dear,' said she,' let me die!' Between 
nine and ten o'clock, as there seemed no immediate sign of a change, 
an 1 being very weary, I went to rest; but about eleven, was called 
up again, just time enough to witness the convulsive pangs of death, 
.which in about ten minutes carried her off. 

"Poor soul! What she often said is now true. She was not at 
home .... I am iwt her hus'nnd ... these are not her children ... 
but she has found bea· home .... a home, a husbant!, and a family 
better than these. 

" It is the cup which my Father hath given me to drink, and shall I 
not drink it? Amidst all my afflictions, I have much to be thankful 
for. I have reason to be thankful, that though hea· intellects were so 
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Mr. Fuller's ministerial labours, though not distinguish­
ed by any remarkable success, were very highly esteemed, 
and procured for him an increasing degree of reputation 
and influence. Hitherto there had been another Baptist 
congregation at Kettering, over which Mr. Satchell, for 
many years,_presided; but towards the close of 1795, he 
and his friends requested to be incorporated with the 
church under Mr. Fuller's car.c; and the union became a 
source of mutual satisfaction. Mr. Satchell was the au-

deranged, yet she never uttered any ill language, nor was dis­
posed to do mischief to herself or others; and, when •he was at the 
worst, if I fell on my knees to prnyer, she would instantly be still and 
attentive. I have also to be tlrnnkful, that though she had been gen­
erally afraid of uealh, all her life time, yet that fear had been remark­
ably removed for the last half year. While she retained her reason, 
she would sometimes express a willingness to live or die, as it might 
please God; and about five or six weeks ago, she now and then pos­
sessed a short interval, in which she would converse freely. One of 
our friends, who stayed at home with her on Lord's-days, says that 
her conversation, al those times, would often turn on the poor and im­
perfect manner in which she had served the Lord; her desires to serve 
him better; her grief to think that she had so much and so often sin­
ned against him. On one of these occasions she was wonderfully 
filled with joy, on overhearing the congregation, while they were 
singing over the chorus, 'Glory, honour, praise, and power,' &c. 
She seemed to catch the sacred spil'it of the song. 

"I mean to erect a st(lne to· her memory, on which will, probably, 
be engraved the following lines: 

The tender parent wails no more her loss, 
Nor labours more beneath life's heavy !oat!; 
The anxic,us soul, releas'd from fears aad woes, 
Has found her home, her children, aad her God. 

"To all this, I may add, that perhaps I have reason to be thank­
ful for her removal. Howcvc,· the <lis,;o!ution of such an union may 
affect my present fedings, it may be one of the greatest mercies l:,oth 
to her an,I lo me. Had she continued, aod continued in the same slate 
of mind, (which is not at all improbable,) this, to all appearance, would 
have been a thousand times worse than death. 

"The poor lillle infant is yet alive,• an!I we call her name Batho­
ni; the same name, except the difference of sex, which Rachel gave to 
her last born child. Mr. West preached a funeral sermon last night, 
at the interment, from 2 Cor. v. 1. 

"I am, dear nnd honoured fathe1·, 
" Yours, in great atRiction, 

"A. FULLER." 

• II died about three week. afienv11td,. 

D2 
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thor of an ingenious work,* afterwards published by his 
Son, and which has passed through several editions. Some 
of the public journals have inadvertently attributed this 
performance to the pen of Mr. Fuller; but all that he 
did was to write a recommendatory preface, as a testimo­
ny of respect to the memory of his departed and amiable 
friend. 

Preaching in the villages within a convenient distance, 
was an employment in which Mr. Fuller- greatly delighted, 
and the solicitations of his friends afforded frequent oppor­
tunities. In the spring of 1796, a reputable grazier at 
Bray brook, in Northamptonshire, who has since emigrated 
to America, lost his eldest son, and requested Mr. Fuller 
to preach a funeral sermon at his interment. \Vhen the 
services were about to commence, the little meeting house 
in the village was found by far too small to contain the con­
gregation; the weather, also, was too cold to admit of 
preaching in the open air, and no convenient place was at 
hand. An urgent request was presented to the aged vicar 
for the use of the parish church, presuming that the solem­
nity of the occasion, and the want of accommodation for 
the crowds which were flocking from all parts of the neigh­
bourhood, would be admitted as some excuse for a viola­
tion of the Episcopal sanctuary, and that the canon law 
would for once relax a little of its severity in favour of the 
superior interests of religion and morality. The pitrent of 
the deceased youth was willing tu engage for any pecunia­
ry consequences that might ensue, while the preacher prom­
ised to make his best apologies to the bishop, if they should 
be demanded. The interment took place in the church 
yard; and the aged and infirm vicar, having performed the 
burial service at the grave, actually introduced the Non­
conformist to his pulpit, and became himself a hearer, 
while l\lr. Fuller delivered a most impressive discourse, 
from Jer. xxxi. 18-20, to a numerous and deeply affected 
audience. Should the time come, when Episcopalians and 
Dissenters shall behave towards each other as brethren, 
forgetting the differences and distinctions which subsist 
between them, in cases demanding the sacrifice of minor 
interests, a most important advantage would be gained to 
the cause of their common christianity. 

* THORNTON ABBEY: coosisting of a series of letters on religious 
subjectij, in 3 vo!,. 12mo. 
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When the service was over., the clergyman, whose name 
was Chapman, shook hands with the preacher before all 
the people, and thanked him for his serious and pathetic 
discourse; saying, " I hope that no ill consequences will 
befal either thee or me." rt is but justice to add, that no 
unpleasant notice was taken of this singular occurrence 
by the bishop, though it happened to be no other than 
Dr. ToMLINE himself, who so soon afterwards wanted to 
abridge the provisions of the act of toleration. At a fol­
lowing visitation, however, the bishop inquired into the 
fact, which was freely admitted by the clergyman; and 
particularly asked whether the preacher prayed for the 
king; for possibly his lordship imagined that none but 
bishops pray for royalty. The answer was, "Yes, very 
fervently." And what did he preach about, said the dio­
cesan. "Why, about the common salvation," was the re­
ply. The bishop only added, that he must not do so 
again. 

Mr. Fuller began to acquire considerable celebrity as an 
author, and some of his works were reprinted and circulat­
ed beyond the Atlantic. The American divines especially, 
having entered pretty deeply into theological controversy, 
regarded him as a very able polemic, and set a high value 
on his publications. Desirous of expressing their esteem 
for his talents and character, they conferred on him the 
honorary title of Doctor in Divinity. 

In a letter to Dr. Hopkins of New-England, dated 
March 17, 1798, Mr. Fuller expressed himself in the fol­
lowing manner. "One of our ministers has told the world 
that a diploma was conferred on me by the College of New 
Jersey. I do not know that it was so, as I have received 
no direct account of it. If I had, I should have written 
them a respectful letter, expressive of my gratitude for 
their having offered such a token of respect, and acknowl­
edging what is the truth, that I should esteem it as coming 
from that quarter which, beyond any other in the world, I 
most approved ; but declining to accept it, partly because I 
have not those qualifications which are expected to accom­
pany such titles, and partly because I believe all such titles 
in religion to be contrary to our Lord's command, Matt. 
xxiii. t:l." The ill-fated diploma was, nevertheless, at 
length received, after it had been taken by the French on 
its passage from America, and sent over_ to England by the 
agents uf the French government; but 1t was never appro­
priated. 
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Early in 17H8 the country was much alarmed by the 
prospect of a threatened invasion, and l\lr. Fuller very 
feelingly participated in the general concern. .Much as he 
disapproved of many of the measures of administration, 
he was a mo5l decided friend to his country, not merely 
on the common principles of political patriotism, but from 
higher motives. With the amiable Cowper, he could truly 
say, "England, with all thy faults, I love thee still." At 
this period, in particular, he was under "strong apprehen­
sions that a time of sme trial was at hand, and that the 
meditated attack would prove an awful test to great multi­
tudes of professed christians. I pray God, says he, that it 
may be averted, and that thi~ cup may pass from us. If 
however such a calamity be permitted, it may be for the 
sake of destroying our antichristian corruptions; but who 
shall live when God doth this! Oh that we might all forget 
every character but that of the christian, and be only atten­
tive to our immediate duty! 'Seek the peace of the city where­
in ye dwell,' said the prophet to the captives in Babylon; 
'and pray to the Lord for it.' Yes, even of that city which 
oppressed them and oppressed the world. However advan­
tageous it might be to the Jewish captives,that Babylon should 
be overturned, they were to do nothing to promote the design 
of Cyrus; but attend to duty in their own little circle, and 
leave God to manage things on the larger scale." 

The close of this year was marked by the commencement 
ofa domestic calamity, which in its progress alfected him 
more deeply than any other event in the course of his whole 
life. His nerves were naturally firm and unshaken; he 
seldom gave away to paroxysms of grief, scarcely indeed in 
any case where religious principle had not a deep concern; 
and when this was blended with other interests, the affiic­
tion became too poignant to be long endured. 

·writing to an intimate friend on this trying occasion, he 
says, "l\ly heart is almost broken. Let nothing that I said, 
grieve you; but make allowance for your afllicled and dis­
tressed friend. When I lie down a load almost unsupportable 
depresses me. Mine eyes are kept waking; or if I get a 
little sleep, it is disturbed; and as soon as 1 awake, my load 
returns upon me. Oh Lord, I know not what to do ; but 
mine eyes are up unto thee. Keep me, oh my God, from 
sinful despondency. Thou hast promised that all things 
shall work together for good to them that love thee : fulfil 
thy promise, on which thou hast caused thy servant to 
hope. Oh, my God, this child which thou hast given me in 
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charge is wicked before thee, is disobedient to me, and is 
plunging himself into ruin. • Have mercy upon him, oh 
Lord, and preserve him from evil. Bring him home to me, 
and not to me only, but also to thyself. 

"If I see the children of other people, it aggravates my 
sorrow. Those who have had no instruction, no pious ex­
ample, or warnings, or counsels, are often seen to be steady 
and trusty: but my child, who has had all thE:se advantages, 
is worthy of no trust to be placed in him. Oh, my God, 
take away his heart of stone, and give him a heart of flesh; 
oh, give him a broken and sincere heart. I am afraid he 
will go into the army, that sink of immorality; or if not, 
that being reduced to extremity, he will be tempted to steal. 
And oh, if he should get such a habit, what may not these 
weeping eyes witness, or this broken heart be called to en­
dure! Oh, my God, whither will my fears lead me 7 Have 
mercy upon me, a poor unhappy parent: have mercy upon 
him, a poor, ungodly child. Oh Lord, I am oppressed; 
undertake for me !" 

About ten days afterwards, when the scene began to 
brighten, he sings of mercy and judgment. "I found 
much relief," says he, "in prayer, and was persuaded that 
God would hear me, and bring it to pass. I have now 
much cause to be thankful, though my chief concern is uot 
accomplished. I must go at last to Leicester and Notting­
ham, to collect for the mission, but my strength and spirits 
are so broken with what I have suffered this last week, that 
1 feel almost unable to undertake any thing. How soon 
the stoutest heart is appalled by trouble! 1 never before 
perceived the force of those words in Isaiah lxv. 23, 24, 
which seem to be a prophecy of the latter day glory. As 
ministers and as parents, we appear to labour almost in vain: 
we bring forth children for trouble, and our prayers are not 
answered on their behalf. But then the labours of the 
Lord's servants shall be successful; children shall be con­
verted in early life, and prayer bear a quick return of bless­
ings in variety." 

The particulars of this grievous affiictiou, which the 
Editor could not prevail upon himself to lay before the 
reader, arc detailed ...,ith sufficient minuteness in another 
publication. It is well rememuered, that Mr. Fuller him­
self abstained from mentioning the subject, except only to 
two or three of his most intimate friends; the recollection 
filled him with so much bitterness, that he was often com­
pelled, as he said, to seek relief in trying to forget his 
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trouble, and turning his attention to other subjects. With 
various alternations of hope and fear, his mind was exer­
cised for several years by the unhappy conduct of his eldest 
son; till at length, in the spring of 1809, the hope that he 
had obtained mercy in his dying hour, assuaged the grief 
of the bereaved and disconsolate parent. 

No man's religious sentiments were more constantly lia­
ble to misrepresentation than Mr. :Fuller's, though scarcely 
any one had the faculty of rendering them more intelligible, 
or of placing them in a stronger light. When he insisted 
so successfully on the gospel being" worthy of all accepta­
tion,' the hyper-calvinists represented him as an Arminian; 
and after his controversy with the deists awl Socinians, oth­
ers as perversely said that he had given 11p the doctrine of 
the atonement, and of endless punishment. A rather sin­
gular instance of this kind occurred in the summer of 1799, 
the sequel of which shows in what manner Mr. Fuller was 
accustomed _to treat an evil report, and may serve as a 
warning to those who take pleasure in aspersing the prin­
ciples or the characters of others. 

A young Independent minister i11 Northamptonshire had 
heard that Mr. Fuller denied certain fnndamental doctrines, 
and went down to Scotland and spread the report among 
some friends at Aberdeen, who wrote to Mr. Fuller on the 
subject. On the minister's return, his apology was, that 
"he did not circulate the report which he had heard, he 
only inquired whether it was true," and should be sorry if 
Mr. Fuller's mind was hurt by it. In the following ex­
tracts from his reply, it will be seen what Mr. F. thought 
of such inuendoes, and of the distinction pleaded in de­
fence. 

"I cannot find time," says he, "to contradict every idle 
tale, nor have I any inclination to do so. By letting it 
take its course, I shall be better able to distinguish friends 
from enemies. If a friend hears it, and fears lest there 
should be some truth it, he will write me a line and I 
shall give him satisfaction. If an enemy hears it,'he· will 
report it, and let him report it, A friend in Edinburcrh 
~as indeed informed me, that a person from England s;id 
1t was reported, that I had changed my sentiments on cer­
tain important subjects. I replied that I was not surpris­
ed; but he might rest assured there was no truth in it, and 
that he was _at liberty to say so in any for'!' he thought 
proper. Havmg thus, as I supposed, sufficiently set the 
matter straight, I thought little more about it from that 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 47 

time to this. You may perceive, th,.refore, that my mind 
has not been greatly ' hurt' by the report. My views of 
the atonement, and of future punishment, are the same as 
when I wrote my letters on Socinianism. 

" If you heard the report you mention, I do not blame 
you for suspecting that there might be some truth in it. 
Friendship itself might have feared ; but friendship, and 
even justice, would either have dropped me a line of in­
quiry, or have remained silent on the subject, till farther 
light had been cast upon it. At least, it would have for­
borne to inquire at a distance ji·om /wine, after the truth 
of a report which originated in your neighoourhood. 
'Great men,' you say, ' have fallen;' yes, greater and bet­
ter than either of us; but it does not follow from hence, 
that we should lightly take up an evil report against anoth­
er. You should not have reported your doubt, my broth­
er, where there was no probability of obtaining information 
on the subject, but merely of making work for me to con­
tradict you. 

"Ilut you only 'inquired,' it seems. Ask an English 
tradesman who has connections in Scot.land, what he would 
think of a brother tradesman, who, having heard that he 
was certainly on the point of stopping payment, should go 
immediately to Edinburgh and Aberdeen amongst his 
creditors, and inquire into the truth of the report! The 
suspected party might have it in his power to prevent sue!, a 
report doing him an injury, and so might not think it worth 
his while to prosecute the libeller; but wltat would lie t!tink 
of him? 

" I have no wish to bear hard upon a young minister; but 
if you think my good opiuion of any account; or let that be 
as it may, if you wish for peace in your own mind, there is 
but one course open to you ; and that is, without any far­
ther attempts to apologize for what will admit of no apolo­
gy, frankly to acknowledge that you ha\'e done that to a 
brother, which you woulcl 11ot be willing he should do to 
you, and that, therefore, you are sorry for it. This would 
be to your houour, and would raise you much in my esteem. 
The matter would the:1 go no farther than to the few who 
are already acquainted 1~ith it; but if you go about to pal­
liate, and appeal to this and that friend, whether you are 
not blameless, it will only be making ba<l worse. It is al­
so very possible that my Edinburgh correspondent may in­
sert my letter to him in some magazine, unless I desire 
him not to <lo so. Should this be the case, though I have 
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made no mention of your name, nor cast a single reflec­
tion on the reporter, yet as it. will be known to have pro­
ceeded from you, it may operate to your disadvantage." 

The report being traced to its source, by a circuitous 
route, was found to have originated in the misapprehension 
of a single sentence, contained in a sermon which Mr. Ful­
ler had delivered at Birmingham; and like many other idle 
or wilful mistakes, it was magnified till it amounted to a 
denial of the efficacy of the atonement. On making .this 
discovery, Mr. Fuller addressed the following letter to the 
editor of a public journal, who had thus misrepresented his 
sentiments, in order to subserve the detested cause of So­
cmiamsm. 

"Sir, you once informed me, if I remember right, that 
any thing I might send for the Unii,ersalist 1'1i.sctllany 
would readily be inserted. This day, (June 5th, 1799,) I 
had the second volume of that work put into my hands, and 
which I had not seen before. In page 39 I met with the 
following passage, in an extract of a letter from Birming­
ham. ' Mr. Fuller, in a sermon at Cannon-street meeting, 
asserted, that the most pungent reflections of the miserable 
in hell were and would be, to remember that Christ died 
for them.'-Now sir, I affirm, that this is a falsehood. It 
is very possible that 1 might assert, that the most pungent 
reflections of the miserable were and would be, t!tat t!tey 
had njedcd tliegospel way of salvation. The other expres­
sion I am certain I did not use, nor do I believe what it 
would import. I think this cirnumstance ought to make 
you cautious of printing things from hearsay. I may add, 
that whatever a minister may advance in the pulpit, it 
ought not to be printed, without its being- first shown to 
him, and deliberately avowed by him. By inserting the 
above in your next number, you will evince your regard 
to truth, and do justice to your well-wisher, A. F." 

Mr. Fuller's multiplied and arduous engagements, which 
would ha\"e \.Jeen too much for almo~t any other man, did 
not often produce discouragement; yet there were times 
in which l1is ardent mind felt oppressed \.Jy the accumulated 
load. In March, 1800, when eng-aged in controversy, and 
also in compiling his Memoirs of Mr. Pearce, he was soli­
cited to give his assistance to a new periodical work; but 
being obliged to decline it, he tenderly expressed himself 
in the following manner : 

".My labours will increase, without any consent on my 
part. As to .Magazines, there are several to which I con-
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tribute, for the sake of the mission and other public inter• 
ests; and through such a number of objects as press upon 
me daily, my own vineyard, my own soul, my family, and 
congregation are neglected. Every journey I take, only 
makes way for two or three more; and every book I write, 
only occasions me to write others, to explain or defend it. 
All is vanity and vexation of spirit. 1 gave my heart to 
know wisdom : I perceived that this also is vexation of 
spirit. For in much wisdom is much grief; and he that 
increaseth knowledge, increaseth sorrow. Some are presE• 
ing me to write more largely on the mediation of Christ; 
and others, to review the second edition of Mr. Booth's 
Glad Tidings. Controversies perplex me; and I am al­
ready engaged with a gross and subtle sophist. My northern 
correspondents are ever raising objections against my views 
of faith, &c.; all of which 1 could answer, but cannot 
get time. I have sent your remarks to my friend at 
Edinburgh; they will serve as a tub for the· whale to play 
with, and perhaps for a time he will let me alone. 

" Pearce's Memoirs are now loudly called for-I sit down 
almost in despair, and say, That which is crooked cannot 
be made straight, and that which is lacking cannot be 
numbered. My wife looks at me, with a tear ready to 
drop, and says, 'My dear, you have hardly time to speak 
to me.' My friends at home are kind, but they also say, 
'You have no time to see or know us, and you will soon 
be worn out.' Amidst all this, there is, 'Come again to 
Scotland-come to Portsmouth-come to Plymouth-come 
to Bristol'-

" Excuse this effusion of melancholy. My heart is willing 
to do every thing you desire, that I can do ; but my hands 
fail me. Dear brother Ryland complains of old age com­
ing upon him, and I expect old age will come on me, 
before 1 am really old. Under this complicated load, my 
heart has often of late groaned for rest, longing to finish 
my days in comparative retirement.'' 

The weight of these oppressive cares, however, did not 
prevent his feeling the most anxious concern for the pres­
ervation of civil and religious liberty, whenever its interests 
seemed to be in danger; and early in the year 1800 
his zeal and activity were called into exercise on their 
behalf. An alarm was spread, that a bill was preparing to 
be brought into parliament, founded on a Report w~1ich had 
originated with the bishop and clergy of the diocese of 

E 
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Lincoln, complaining that great irregularities had arisen 
out of the practice of Village Preaching, and that the Tol­
eration Act had been perverted by persons taking out a 
license to preach, merely for the purpose of being exempt 
from civil and military service; though the project had 
chiefly in view the restriction of the itinerant labours of the 
Methodists and others, which proved an annoyance both to 
the indolent and the active enemies of christianity. 

It is gratefully recollected that the mischievous project 
was defeated, and that it eventually led to an enlargement, 
instead of an abridgment, of the Act of Toleration : never­
theless, as much of what transpired at that period is illus­
trative of the state of the established church, of the means 
employed in its defence, of the spirit of the anti-evangelical 
clergy, and of the rapid progress of dissent, the surest 
guarantee of our liberties ; the active and energetic inter­
ference of the Secretary of the Baptist Mission, will be 
briefly noticed in the following paragraphs. 

In a letter respectfully addressed to a distinguished 
member of the senate, since retired from public life, Mr. 
Fuller observes, "The object of the Report, lately put into 
my hands, appears to be, to furnish a pretext for abridging 
religious liberty, in reference to Village Preaching. It is 
drawn up with great caution, and an affected moderation 
towards the privileges of Dissenters. Much is said of other 
evils, as well as that of villoge prcarlti11g; but if tliot evil 
had not existed, nothing I am persuaded would have been 
said or done concerning any others. This is the eye sore, 
for the removal of which every thing else is introduced as a 
cover. Dissenters are allowed in this Report to be decent 
and sober people, and all the complaint is made of the 
"wandering tribes" of Methodists. What then have the 
Methodists done, to deserve the restraint of the legislature? 
Have they not wrought much good by their wanderings? 
There may be some things among them which we do not 
approve ; hut stiJI we should be very sorry to see their re­
ligious liberties abridged. The Act of Toleration mi"ht 
not originally be intended to include them ; but if it w~re 
now construed so as to exclude them, the consequence 
would be that they must become Dissenters, in order to be 
~omprehcnded under its provisions. 

"The clergy complain in their Report, of the small num­
ber of worshippers in their diocese, and well thev may; 
for those counties are almost in a state of heathenisin : not 
owing indeed to village preaching, but rather to the w~nt of 
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it. Huntingdonshire, Rutland, Lincolnshire, and the Isle 
of Ely, are remarkable for profaneness, beyond any other 
district in the kingdom; yet the clergy have nearly had 
these counties to themselves, there being very few Dissent• 
ers in them. Why then do they want to punish us for the 
effects of their own remissness ? 

"If theie are to be no places licensed for public worship, 
which are occupied as dwelling houses, it will seriously af­
fect great numbers of the branches of our congregations, 
forty or fifty of whom meet together for worship on a Lord's 
day evening, and at other times. If no ministers are eligi­
ble to be licensed before the age of twenty three, and until 
they are pastors of cougregations; what are we to do with 
probationers, and how are our young men 'i:o be formed for 
the ministry but 1.iy exercise 1 If it be left with the magis­
trates to withhold licenses for either places or persons, they 
being generally clergymen, we shall have very little justice 
done us. 

"You will excuse, dear Sir, the freedom of these re­
marks. I cannot persuade myself that you, or any friend 
to evangelical religion, will concur in such an enactment, 
but will rather use all your influence against it. Is it not 
manifest, that evangelical religion is the only thing that will 
suffer by this bill ? The clergy talk of deism and Socinian­
ism; but they will not be. affected by it. What then has 
evangelical preaching done against the state, to provoke this 
treatment 1 It cannot be that it fosters political principles 
which give offence ; for the friends of evangelical preach­
ing, both in towns and villages, are not the men who have 
distinguished themselves in political disputes. Nor has 
political dispute any thing to do among village preachers. 
Neither do they who go into the villages, so far as my 
knowledge extends, ever rail at the clergy, or at the church; 
they direct their whole aim in promoting repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"The whole of the projected measure appears to origi­
nate in the jealousy of the anti-evangelical clergy, who wish 
to cnrry favonr with the state, that they may be permitted 
once more to renew the work of persecution, from which 
for upwards of a century they have, sorely against their 
inclination, been compelled to desist. 

"The Toleration Act may have been infringed by per­
sons obtaining licences to preach, merely to be exempt from 
civil offices : but if no persons were eligible to apply for a 
license, without the recommendation of three respectable 
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ministers of their own denomination, it would sufficiently 
guard against the abuse. And if any have gone into the 
villages, and railed against the clergy or the church, there 
ill no remedy for this but what would equally affect others. 
Let the clergy act in character, and it will not hurt them, 
but fall on the head of the accusers." 

The eminent individual to whom this appeal was made, 
expressed his opinion that the -Dissenters and Methodists 
need not be at all alarmed, for that no such measure as 
the one in contemplation, would be likely to meet with 
support from the legislature, or be countenanced by the 
generality ofthe clergy. But should it be introduced into 
parliament, he conceived that in resisting it to the utmost 
of his ability, he should promote the true interest of the 
established church, no less than those uf the dissenting body, 
which were in his view inseparably united. 

Happily the apprehensions which gave occasion to this 
correspondence were never realized; the government, 
though it listened to the fears of the clergy, did not suffer 
itself to be influenced by them. The Dissenters, grateful 
for the enlargement and additional security given to their 
privileges, have not pressed forward with any new petitions, 
nor attempted to embarrass the councils of state by taking 
a decided part in any public question. The repeal of the 
Corporation and Test Acts cannot be long delayed, but 
they have shown no signs of impatience; and amidst the 
career of missionary labours, more important objects have 
engaged their attention, 

Mr. Fuller was subject to an affection of the lungs, es­
pecially from exposure to easterly winds, which never failed 
to produce some degree of inflammation. With all his 
constitutional strength and firmness, he was ne\'er able to 
meet this enemy ; but whenever the wind was in that quar­
ter, he used to confine himself to his room for weeks to­
gether, not daring to venture out. In August, 1S01, he 
had a severe attack of this kind, of which he gave the fol­
lowing account in a letter to a friend, and of the state of 
his mind under the aflliction : 

" I suppose you will feel anxious to know how I am 
and so will many whom I cannot gratify. Indeed I ea~ 
hardly inform you of my present state: but many have 
whispered that I am just in the situation of poor PEARCE, 

when he had been at Ilarborough. The means used to 
remove the cough and fever, have brought me well nigh to 
the grave; and the cause is not removed. I can just walk 
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from one room to another, and creep up and down stairs; 
but my strength and spirits are gone. 

"In reviewing my past life, I feel much cause for shame 
and self-abasement. I have been an unprofitable servant; 
and if the Lord discharge me from his work, he is righteous. 
Yet while I feel abased, my hope, as a poor perishing sin­
ner, is fixed upon the Rock of Ages. Into his hands I have 
committed my spirit; willing to live or die, as it pleaseth 
him. Pray for me, that I may be fitted for whatever is 
before me." • 

His ardent affection for the memory of the excellent Mr. 
Pearce of Birmingham, expressed itself on every occasion; 
and being still heavily afflicted, he repeats on the 5th of 
September following, similar sentiments and feelings. "I 
am," says he, "exceedingly feeble: the cough is not re­
moved, and the fever remains, with loss of appetite, strength 
and spirits. I am teased with blisters about the stomach ; 
but perhaps they are necessary. They still say, I am go­
ing after Pearce. Well, if it should be so, I hope to go 
whither he is gone. I feel at present calm, and resigned 
to the will of God. I remember at the time when that 
dear man was wasting away at Plymouth, I was riding out­
side the coach from London; and turning my back on the 
company, I wept for several miles, and put up this prayer: 
Let the God of S.-ulUEL PEARCE be my God !" 

Mr. Fuller's sickness at this time, though nearly fourteen 
years before the final attack, bore so strong a resemblance 
in some respects to his last dying .illness, that it seemed 
like a foretaste of that event. The tidings having reached 
Scotland, produced general alarm amongst his friends in 
that quarter: and to relieve their anxiety, Dr. Stuart kindly 
undertook a journey to Kettering. On first receiving the 
inlellit1ence, this distinguished friend expresssed himself as 
follow~: " With what feelings I perused your letter this 
morning, He only knows who knows my heart. I had 
some painful anticipation from a letter which our affiicted 
friend wrote to me August 5th. I heard no more, and re­
mained anxious ever since. Previous to your letter, I had 
just perused the Periodical Accounts at one sitting, with 
such emotions as I scarcely ever felt; my heart drawn forth, 
I know not whether with greater and more tender affection 
to the author of the Preface, or to the chosen and devoted 
band in Bengal. Alas, thus prepared, how deeply am I 
cut, even to the quick, by your intelligence. Well-see 

E 2 



54 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 

him I must. I cannot resist the impulse of my soul, to 
obtain the melancholy satisfaction of beholding his face, 
and of knowing what is done." He did so; and Mr. Ful­
ler was taken by surprise, not expecting to see a friend 
from such a distance, and on such an errand. Ill as he 
was, however, he could not help indulging in a little sar• 
castic wit with his northern friend, who, though he highly 
approved of the Baptist Mission, and aided the contribution 
to its funds by his zealous exertions, was still attached to 
the Sandcmanian faith and worship. Mr. Fuller according­
ly remarked that the Scotch Baptists, though they had not 
themselves undertaken any missionary enterprise, yet like 
the Quakers in 1745, they had bought waistcoats for the 
soldiers who engage in this warfare, and were entitled to 
the thanks of the oociety. 

The complaint continuing for some time, Mr. Fuller's 
pulpit was supplied by other ministers. During this pain­
ful interval, he contemplated the total suspension of his la­
bours with all that anxiety which showed that the work of 
the ministry was his delight, and that he had not entered 
upon it in the spirit of a hireling. "I seldom now hear a 
sermon, (says he,) without being somewhat sensibly affect­
ed with my present affliction; not so much from what I feel 
in the !Jody, as from having my mouth shut from speaking 
the things that pertain to the kingdom of God. I feel a 
kind of earnest of what it would be if I should be wholly 
laid aside. These sensations are generally accompanied 
with desires to return to the work of the Lord. Two things 
of late have been the object of private prayer: first, that I 
might be restored to the work of the ministry; and second­
ly, that I might resume it with a double portion of God's 
Holy Spirit, in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ." 

Recovering slowly, from his illness.for several months, 
and still incapacitated for public services, his pen was al­
most incessantly employed; and whether in sickness or in 
health, he must delight himself in meditating upon divine 
truth. Corresponding with his friend~, writing pieces for 
various periodical publications, and preparing works for 
the pre,s, left him scarcely an hour for relaxation, or op­
portunities for any of those attentions which his personal 
comfort might require. In one week, during his confirw­
ment, he wrote three essays for the magazines, despatch,_,! 
twenty letters by the post, and prepared about fifty othtr 
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pages for the press. "Pretty .well," as he remarked, "for 
a sick man." 

Applications like these, especially in times of health, 
were with him no other than the ordinary routine of busi­
ness. His faculties were always on the stretch, never think­
ing of repose or rest, while there was any thing within the 
compass of his ability to accomplish. Dec. 30, 1801, the 
disorder had so far abated as to enable him in part to re­
sume his public labours ; and on sending a quantity of 
manuscript to a friend, he says, " Though far from being 
well in health, yet you see, my heart, and head, and hands 
never lie still. l sometimes think I shall not be long with 
you : but while I am here, I must be doing as long as I 
can. I do not know that my exertions do me any harm. 
Next Lord's day I am to preach the annual sermon to our 
young people, from I Chron. xxviii. 9. These sermons 
have been more blessed than any others I have preached." 

So desirous was he of giving religious instruction to the 
rising generation, that the magnitude of his other engage­
ments did not prevent his adopting the most simple expe­
dient; and while he possessed the tongue of the learned, 
to speak a word to him that is weary, he at the same time 
condescended to become a teacher of babes. The follow­
ing, among others, is a striking instance of this sort of 
humble piety, which does. honour to the memory of this 
great man: 

" I have been thinking of a plan," says he, in the letter 
above quoted, "for disseminating truth among our little 
lacemakers. A quantity of white wrapping-paper is used 
in the sale of small parcels of lace thread ; so I will draw 
up a number of little hymns, the most impressive that I 
can either find or make, and get them printed on one side 
of the paper. Then every child that comes for a small 
quantity of thread, will find it wrapped up in a paper 
containing a short impressive hymn addressed to its 
heart." 

Sickness and death were frequent visitors in Mr. Fuller's 
family; and not long after he himself was recovered, he 
was called to endure another bereavement. These re­
peated strokes were severely felt; and as on former occa­
sions, so on this, he pours out his soul in the melting 
strains of poetry. Observing his dear little girl, the day 
before she died, looking steadfastly on her parents, he ex­
claims-
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'' Sweet Babe ! why fix thy wishful eyes on us~ 
We feelthy load-but cannot give thee aid! 
Didst thou know aught, we would direct thine eyes 
To nrM, from whom alone thy help must come. 
But, what shall we do now ?-We will convey 
Thy looks expressive, up to Heaven's high throne! 
And plead on thy behalf with HIM, who gave 
A blessing, when on earth, to babes in arms. 
On babes in arms, our Jesus laid his hands; 
And at the instance, too, of others' prayers. 
Were they not parents 1 Be it so, or not; 
If others' suit prevailed, why should not ours ? 
A mother pleaded once a daughter's cause, 
And, ' Be it to thee even as thou wilt,' 
Was Jesus' answer! 
Oh, our Redeemer, and our God, our help 
In triuulation-hear ou1; fervent prayer! 
To THEE we now resign the sacred trust, 
Which thou ere while didst unto u• commend. 
Soon we must quit our hold, and let her fall ; 
Thine everlo.sting arms be then beneath! 
In THEE a refuge may she find in death, 
And in thy bosom dwell when tom from ours! 
Into thy hands her spirit we commit, 
In hope ere. long to meet, and part no more!" 

During the following winter his lungs continued to be 
much affected, attended with frequent attacks of bilious 
fever; so that he was able to preach but little, and com­
plained of being very susceptible of cold from east winds 
and damp air. In March, 1802, he ventured to attend an 
ordination in Bedfordshire, and suffered a relapse. A 
friend suggested that he required some repose. He replied, 
" Yes, I do indeed want repose ; but so long as I am in 
the world there is none for me. I am worse after my 
journey than I was before, and am ill able to endure an 
additional load of labour ; yet I am inundated with letters 
from Scotland and India. Two of my northern corres­
pondents have attacked me with sheetful upon sheetful, 
and sent me also Mr. M'Lean's new publication; but I 
have thrown the letters aside for the present, and placed 
the book upon the shelf without looking at it, nor do I 
know that I shall be able to read it for some months to 
come. Here is a volume of missionary intelligence, which 
requires immediately to be sent into various quarters; and 
I must take my work moderately, or I can do nothing at 
all. I h~d a good deal of fever last night." The church 
at Kettering began to be so much alarmed about the state 
of his health, that they held special prayer-meetings for his 
recovery. 
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In the month of August he was so far restored as to be 
able to undertake a second missionary tour into Scotland. 
Being detained all day at Market Deeping, waiting for a 
passage across the Humber, he drew from his pocket Mr. 
M'Lean's publication, and began to examine it. Having 
done so, he exclaimed, " What a hopeless mass of miscon­
ception and misrepresentation ! Lo, that which is crook­
ed cannot be made straight, and that which is lacking can­
not be numbered." 

During the present year Mr. Fuller was consulted in a 
case of some difficulty, respecting a minister's separation 
from his people, where considerable dissatisfaction prevail­
ed, but without coming to a decided or unanimous wish 
for his removal. The sentiment;; which Mr. Fuller deliv­
ered on this occasion, evinced the sacred regard he enter­
tained for the liberty and independence of the churches, 
and the importance he attached to an upright and disinter­
ested conduct in their pastors. His decision may serve as 
a guide to other ministers in similar circumstances ; or if 
not, it will at least be thought deserving of their serious 
attention. 

" It is a principle," says Mr. Fuller, "from which T can 
never recede, that when a minister has lost the confidence 
of his people, he has lost the power of doing them good, 
and must on no account be imposed upon them. Why do 
we talk of a church having the right of choosing their own 
minister, if other ministers are to interferG with the exer­
cise of that right 1 Even though the pastJr may happen 
to be right in the dispute, and the people wrong, they must 
suffer the consequences of their error ; but our hand must 
not be to impo~e a minister upon them beyond their own 
free choice." On another occasion he observed, " The 
best minister in the world should not wish to stay with a 
people contrary to their desire. Christ himself, when the 
Gadarenes entreated him to depart, departed out of their 
coasts." And when he heard of a minister who lorded it 
over God's heritage, setting the people at defiance, and 
boasting of his independence, he exclaimed, " I tremb!e 
to think what many ministers would prove, if once their 
worldly circumstances rendered them independent of the 
people. The Lord keep us dependent on himself! That 
ministers are made for churches, and not churches for 
ministers I infer from I Cor. iii. 21, 22, as well as from 
the natur~ of things. But I think the same of rulers with 
respect to nations, who yet when in office, and executing 
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the laws with fidelity, must and ought to be obeyed; and 
I do not know that I have ever encouraged any church to 
withstand or neglect their pastor, in the faithful execution 
of his office." 

With all his inflexibility in the cause of righteousness 
and truth he was still the advocate of peace and unity, 
and deeply lamented the divisions and separations which 
sometimes occurred in his own connections. A rnry inti­
mate friend of his, after enjoying many years of peace and 
comfort, was anxious to leave his situation, in consequence 
of some unkindness which he had received from the peo­
ple, and a want of exertion on their part, which tended, as 
he conceived, to impede his usefulness. Mr. Fuller, who 
narrowly watched the progress of events, and viewed every 
thing with godly jealousy, addressed to his friend an ex­
postulation, equally remarkable for its tenderness and fidel­
ity; and though be afterwards acknowledged, that in some 
respects both himself and the people had erred, in the 
view they had taken of the subject, the following extracts, 
which do so much credit to his discernment, can scarcely 
be read without interest, and may serve as a caution to min­
isters who are tempted too readily to leave a pious and af­
fectionate people, on account of present difficulties. 

"You know I love you; and because I love you, I must 
be free and open in imparting my fears concerning you. 
I am afraid, then, that the whole of this has not originated 
in the love of God, and a desire to be and do that which 
shall be most for his glory ancl the good of his cause, but in 
certain uneasinesses which attend your present situation, 
and which will more or less attend all situations in this 
world, accompanied with some flattering prospects of 
worldly prosperity. I do not pretend to be certain that 
this is the case, because I do not know another's heart : 
but so far as my observation extends, it appears so to me. 
Now if this be the case, the present is, to you, an hour 
of temptation, sent to try you. If you comply with the 
temptation, you may be unhappy to the end of life. Say 
not! thi~ and that minister have removed, and improved 
then cncumstances. Were I as intimate with them as I 
am with you, I would say the same to them, for I suspect 
the same, 

" My heart bleeds to think of the state of some of our 
churches: the state of your congregation especially affects 
me the more, when 1 recollect that only two years ago, 
God seemed to be working a great work among you, anc 
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many were gathered into his fold. And now, how will 
you answer that question : ' With whom hast thou left 
these few sheep in the wilderness ? ' 

••When a minister is unable to maintain his family, some­
thing may be said in favour of his removal. But when it 
is far otherwise, what can be said 1 You have had a 
peaceable and affectionate people; they have not been 
without their failings, nor you ',fithout yours; but you have 
learned to bear with each other. Be assured that you will 
never be so loved in any other place; and it is doubtful 
whether you will continue long where you are going, un­
less it be merely from worldly considerations, and this will 
afford you neither happiness nor peace. There is no con­
siderable body of serious Christians among them, though 
there may be two or three excellent individuals ; and be­
sides, a spirit of Antinomianism pervades the neighbour­
hood. Where you are, you are respected and beloved: 
hut there you will be in danger of being blown upon by 
the flesh-flies of carnal professors. Do not be offended­
do not be grieved with your affectionate friend." 

In the summer of 1803, the country was again threaten­
ed with a French invasion, more formidable than the first, 
and .Mr. Fuller readily became one of the alarmists. He 
accordingly entered into a public subscription for the de­
fence of the country, preached and printed a sermon in 
support of the measure, and encouraged the young men 
of his congregation to enter the volunteer corps, which in 
the town of Kettering amounted to upwards of two hun­
dred. Some of his brethren thought the latter proceeding 
a little too militaire for a minister of the gospel ; but he 
considered a general armament to be "wise and necessa­
ry," more on account of the prevalence of internal disaf­
fection, than of any immediate danger to be apprehended 
from a foreign enemy. His fears were also excited by a 
recent attempt to assassinate the king in his procession to 
the house of lords, and by the report of an intended insur­
rection. He had heard, and he believed, that at the time of 
the abortive regicide " there was a strong party of malcon­
tents ready to seize the tower, another to take possession 
of the bank, and a third to disperse the parliament. Also 
that all the aristocrats, and ministers of every denomina­
tion, were to be put to death after the French fashion ; and. 
that one of the standing toasts of the revolutionary party 
was, A guillotine large enough to be worked by the waters 
of the Thames!" • • 
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No wonder, therefore, that he felt so deeply, and express• 
ed himself so decidedly as he did on this occasion. H~ 
admitted, indeed, that the measures of Mr. Pitt, in silenc­
ing the clamours of the people, and preventing the free­
dom of debate, by his imperious enactments, gave just oc­
casion for dissatisfaction ; and that it was not inconsistent 
in a good man to utter his complaints, when he felt himself 
aggrieved. " Paul himself did so before the magistrates 
at Philippi; but habitual ' murmurers and complainers,' 
he observes, are those who ' walk after their own lusts.' " 
It happened, too, about that time, that an Antinomian 
preacher in Leicestershire had rendered himself obnoxious 
to the laws, by f!!me expressions which were deemed se­
ditious; and Mr. Fuller was the more anxious to guard 
those of his own connection against the danger of revolu­
tionary principles, which had originated, as he supposed, 
in the infidelity of the French democrats, whose principal 
object was, the total extinction of the Christian profession. 
" We have not known," says he, "a hundredth part of the 
dark deeds that have been perpetrated under the name of 
liberty. It is infidelity in disguise. Oh, that God may de­
liver us from it ! " 

On the appearance of his printed sermon, a pamphlet was 
published against it, complaining that a war upon the lib­
erties of France was in itself unjust, and had provoked the 
threatened aggression. Mr. Fuller, without pronouncing 
any thing on this point, maintained the lawfulness of repell­
ing an invasion, whatever might be the original grounds of 
dispute between the two governments. He afterwards 
wrote a short piece in a monthly journal, on "The influ­
ence of the conduct of religious people on the well-being 
of a country;" and some " Reflections on the Epistle of 
Jude," in reference to the same subject. 

Mr. Fuller had no time to study astronomy, or any other 
branch of natural philosophy; but he had sufficient sagac­
ity to detect and expose the fallacious reasoning of some 
pretended philosophers,who seek to undermine the evidences 
of revelation by deductions from the principles of science. 
Of this he gave abundant proof in his masterly work on 
Deism, particu\arly in reply to Paine's objection, arising 
from the magnitude of creation. And one day in conver­
sation, a similar instance occurred, not unworthy of being 
recorded. A person had been remarking on the immeas­
urable distance of the fixed stars, and that according to 
the known properties of light, and the time required for its 
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reaching our earth, they must have existed previously to 
the Mosaic account of the creation, or the stars themselves 
would not now be visible. "Why," says Mr. Fuller, in the 
same way I could prove from the time it takes to learn a lan­
guage that Aclam and Eve must have been so long in the gar­
den of Eden, before they could speak to one another. The 
truth is, that in creation every thing was produced in a state 
of maturity, and ready for acti.on. It was afterwards that 
they were left to move on according to the laws of nature." 

Early in 1804 his activities were called forth in favour of 
religious liberty, among the slave population in the West 
Indies. The Moravians and the W esleyans had missiona­
ry stations in several of the islands for a numb~r of years, 
and much good had been effected, without in the least en­
dangering the peace and safety of the colonies. Mr. Reid, 
a pious Scotch missionary, and Mr. Sweigle, an excellent 
Baptist minister, had also laboured in the island of Jamai­
ca with great success. Ilut by a new act of the Jamaica 
Assembly, no public worship was to be toleratecl, no social 
or domestic religion allowed among the slave population. 
"We have now," says Mr. Fuller, "five or six thousand 
poor Baptist negroes in the island of Jamaica, who are 
not suffered to speak to their ministers, nor their ministers 

. to them. We have therefore determined on addressing his 
Majesty's Privy Council, who are now in consultation on 
the business." 

He accordingly drew up a memorial, which was signed 
and presented by some of the London ministers, and fa. 
vournbly received. The persecutions which have since 
followed are too well known to need recital ; ancl that they 
have originated in an utter aversion to Christianity itself, 
under the calumnious pretext of its tending to promote in­
subordination, cannot for one moment be doubted. 

Still ardently pursuing his missionary career, of which 
a sketch will be given in chapter IV. Mr. Fuller paid a visit 
to Ireland in the summer of 1804; and cluri,ng the follow­
ing months, he was occasionally occupied in preparing for 
the press his two 'lolumes of Expository Discourses on the 
book of Genesis, the first edition of which consisted of no 
less than two thousand copies. 

Attentive to the claims of friendship, and to the voice of 
affliction, he would always find a little time to bind up the 
broken-hearted, and give suitable advice in seasons of dis­
tress. An intimate friend having lost his companion, oue 

F 
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whom Mr. Fuller much respected, he wrote the following 
affectionate letter; which, whilst it was adapted to comfort 
others with the same consolation wherewith he himself had 
been comforted of God, evinces a happy degree of wean­
edness from the world, and a growing meetness for the in­
heritance of the saints in light. 

"September 19, 1805. 
"My very dear Brother, 

"I have just now received a line informing me that Mrs. 
M. is now, more! I feel much for you and your family. 
There are few events of this kind that occur to my breth­
ren, but they call to my remembrance the words of Aaron: 
' Such things have befallen me.' The most intimate of 
earthly unions are dissoluble, and formed to be dissolved. 
We know these things at other times, and repeat them for 
the re,conciling of others: but God will cause us all, soon­
er or later, to feel them. How often have you and I ac­
companied the mourners to the grave, as a matter of course, 
and conciliated their minds with the consolations of the 
gospel. And in our turn we are glad of the same conso­
lations ourselves. Things which otherwise would be deem­
ed mere common place, ~hall thus become meat and drink 
to us. 

"Oh, my brother! though it may have been said a thous­
and times over, it will bear being said ten thousand times 
over again, 'Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.' 
What a blessed thing it is to give up our dearest relatives 
to Christ, instead of burying them without hope. When I 
have seen a pious young man marry an irreligious woman, 
it has occurred to me, How will you be able to bury her? 
You may lay your bones, or have them laid some day by 
her side, or even mingle dust with her; but you will be 
parted at the resurrection. But when I see two who have 
been fellow-heirs of the grace of life, walking together in 
the fear of the Lord, though one must expect to be taken 
first, yet how cheering the hope of meeting again to part 
no more! 

"We have several friends near the mouth of the grave, 
and it will soon be our turn to follow. And soon let it be, 
if we may but be found ready. I seem of late to have the 
end of my life more constantly in view than formerly. The 
words of Paul have been sweet to me: 'For me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.' 
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"When I lost my late dear Mrs. F. I found it good to 
keep near to God, and to employ my mind constantly in 

- my work. In this way I enjoyed a calmness and peace of 
mind which issued in comfort. We cannot come to see 
you; but we will pray for you, and sympathize with you. 
The Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and your affectionate 
brother, A. F." 

The private remarks which Mr. Fuller made about this 
time, on the manner in which, according to his apprehen­
sions, a monthly journal ought to be conducted, may not 
be undeserving the attention of some of our periodical edi­
tors; and his well-known aversion from all affectation and 
parade, will perhaps be deemed a sufficient excuse for the 
simplicity and plainness of his observations. "Pieces ought 
to be written, (he says,) with energy, by men of talent; and 
not by such kind of authors, who, if their names appeared 
to a publication, would not be able to sell enow to pay the 
printer. It is not sufficient to dress up a pagP. somewhat 
cleverly, which when dressed is only like the light of the 
moon, which plays and amuses, but never burns, Such 
writing leaves no impression, the heart never glows, nor is 
the mind instructed after reading it. To affect to be pro­
digiously learned and polite, is not the way to be thought 
so by men of erudition; and among the generality of read­
ers it is of no account. , 

" With regard to principle, (he farther observes,) a work 
will seldom prosper by attempting to combine the oppo­
site systems of Calvinism and Arminianism. It is not by 
trying to please two parties, that such an undertaking will 
succeed; but by being decidedly of one, and treating all 
others with candour and fairness. There is i,ndee<l a peri­
odical work that might f'eem to be an exception to this 
rule, by comuining Calvinism and Arminianism together; 
yet it does not succeed on that account, but notwit!tstand­
in![ it. lt is pnrtly the ability which it displays, and partly 
its ueing decidedly episcopal, that makes it read among the 
church people; and others buy it to see how they are 
goin~ on. 

"Let us have a Review then, whose prominent features 
shall be divinity, and that decidedly Calvinistic, while 
it treats all other publications with frankness and good 
will ; and it would be read by religious people, Let us 
have no such silly critiques as have been made on the 
words of the apostle, 'be ye angry, and sin not,' as if they 
were an interrogation instead of a precept, and anger in 
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itself sinful ; a work pervaded with such puerile remarks, 
under the pretence of learning, would soon become con­
temptible. Let others excel us in the arts and sciences ; 
religion ought to be our forte; and if a Review were ably 
conducted on this principle, it would be read on that 
account." 

It was hardly to be expected, after a residence of twenty 
four years, and so much well-earned popularity, that Mr. 
Fuller would meet with interruption in the exercise of his 
ministry, especially in such an enlightened neighbourhood. 
Yet in January, 1806, a number of disorderly persom1 
crowded into his place of worship, while he was delivering 
a funeral sermon for a respectable member of his church, 
and greatly alarmed the worshippers hy their riotous be­
haviour, and crying out that the galleries were giving way. 
Mr. Fuller found it necessary to summons them before the 
magistrates; but not wishing to have the penalties iullict­
ed, he devised another mode of punishment. The offend­
ers were all made to stand up in the midst of the congre­
gation on the following Sabbath, and ask pardon for their 
behaviour, while he read their confession to the people. At 
the same time, a paper, with their signatures, expressing 
their contrition, was read in the other places of dissenting 
worship in the town. 

In the autumn he was very unwell, and not able to preach 
often, but found some relief in taking short excursions on 
horseback. He complainP-d that his correspondence was a 
heavy load, and the application required in the day time 
prevented his resting at night. He had often written him­
self ill in answering letters, and dreaded the very sight of 
a postman. 

In the summer of lt-'07 a very delicate piece of business 
fell into Mr. Fuller's hands, and which few men could have 
managed with so much success. A missionary in India, 
since deceased, had taken with him a pious young woman 
for his wife. Some time after their arrival at Serampore, 
the missionary was stationed at a great distance, about four 
"hundred miles up the country. For want of necessary 
medical aid, which the neighbourhood did not afford, he lost 
his amiable consort. He afterwards married the widow of 
one of the missionaries who died at Scrampore,and sustained 
a second bereavement under similar circumstances. Render­
ed disconsolate by his misfortunee, and still anxious of re­
taining a situation where his missionary efforts had been suo-
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cessful, he addressed a letter to an intimate friend in Eng­
land, imploring him, if possible, to send some pious female 
to his assistance. He was surrou11ded with Bengal natives, 
not a single religious European was known to him in all 
that part of the country, his labours were extremely ardu­
ous, his habitation was left. to him comfortless and desolate, 
and he had no hope of relief but from England. 

Mr. Fuller was on a journey to Lon<lon soon after this 
letter arrived, and the minister who had received it put it 
into his hands. After reading it he sai<l, "Well, he is a 
valuable missionary, and in such a trying situation fully en­
titled to our sympathy. There are many pious females in 
your congregation, and surely some one of them might be 
willing to share his labours and his friendship. The min­
ister stated the insuperable difficulty attending such an ap­
plication, the person of the missionary being unknown; and 
that as Mr. F. was going to London, inquiry might there be 
made with a better prospect of success. He might, per­
haps, be as fortunate as Abraham's servant, who sought a 
wife for Isaac. "Well, then," said Mr. F. "I will try what 
I can do; and if I do not succeed I will leave the whole 
to your management." 

On his arrival in town, he mentioned the subject to a 
minister, who quickly intimated that he could furnish he 
believed the very article· that was wanted. " There is," 
says he, " at this time in our church, a godly young woman 
who has long wished to go to India to serve the mission in 
any capacity; and she can be well recommended for char­
acter and ability." An interview was accordingly appoint­
ed, ancl Mr. Fuller introduced the subject somewhat in the 
following manner : 

" Well, Mary, and so you would have no objection to go 
to .India?" "No, Sir : if I could be of any service to the 
family at Serampore I should wish to go, were it only to 
wash the disciples' feet." " Do you happen to know Mr. 
C.?" With some hesitation, "Yes, I know him." "And 
have you heard of his bereavement ? " " I heard of it 
lately, but wished to go to Serampore, long before I knew 
of that event." " Well, we do not say that you should 
join Mr. C.'s society; we hope you will be advised in eve­
ry thing by the family at Serampore, after your arrival ; 
ancl if Mr. C. should offer yon his friendship, you will be 
at all liberty to act for yourself. But should you be inclin­
ed in that case to accede to his wishes, and to join hand 

F 2 • 
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and heart in his missionary labours, it will give us great 
pleasure and satisfaction." 

The sequel of this singular adventure developes some 
of the mysteries of Providence, affecting the tenderest in­
terests of human life; for it appeared afterwards, that this 
pious young woman was the .first object of attachment to 
the devoted missionary ; but that she had declined his ac­
quaintance in consequence of his determination 'to labour 
in the work of the Lord among the heathen. Mr. Fuller, 
l1owever, in a letter to a friend, tells the tale with an air of 
pleasantry, which it is hoped will not be displeasing to the 
reader. 

". It appears," says he, "that Mr. C. had proposed mar­
riage to the young woman, before his acquaintance with 
his first wife; that she at that time did not accept his of­
fer, or rather as it should seem, said 'No,' as women often 
do, to save their modesty, and to try whether he was in good 
earnest; that he, like some other men, expecting to be sure 
that she would have made a low courtesy, and said, 'Yes, 
an<l thank you Sir,' took her 'No' as final, and so they 
parted. Now, however, the young woman's heart is strong­
ly inclined to missionary service, and would go to India, 
free from all engagements respecting the missionary. I 
tol<l her all that I knew of him, and of his failings; but 
she is still willing to go, if the Committee should ap­
prove." 

In the course of a few weeks, August, 1807, the female 
adventurer embarked with a few pious friends for Philadel­
phi~, where she was detained a considerable time, in con­
sequence of a national rupture with America; but arrived 
eventually at Serampore, and was soon afterwards married 
to the missionary, who had been the first and only object 
of her attachment. It is scarcely necessary to add, that 
since the missionary cause has been better understood, and 
diffused a more lively interest, the zeal of pious females 
has not been wanting; but in the commencement of the 
undertaking, the amiable Mr. Ward and some others had 
to forego every prospect of this kind, and to forsake all for 
Christ's sake and the gospel's. Dr. Carey himself, in the 
first instance, embarked with only two of his sons; but 
having at length prevailed with his wife and family, they 
accompanied him to India. 

In March, 1808, Mr. Fuller met with a serious. accident. 
Travelling homewards from Bedfordshire, his horse sud­
denly took fright, while on a full trot, and threw him over 
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his head. He fell unfortunately on a large stone in the road, 
which produced a violent contusion on the left side, and for 
some time he was unable to rise, but no bones were broken. 
The effects of the accident were painfully felt for some 
months, but at length he returned to his usual course of 
labour. The interval was occupied in preparing for the 
press his able Apology for the Mission, and in the autumn 
he paid another visit to Scotland, to replenish its resources. 
His great exertions evidently impaired his health, and he 
began to complain of being distressed with the multiplicity 
of his private and public labours. 

During the few remaining years allotted to this indefati­
gable man, the same unwearied course was pursued to the 
end of life. In 1809 he was greatly encouraged by a revi­
val in his congregation; many were awakened under his 
ministry, and added to the church. In 1811 he took fre­
quent colds from journeying, which brought on inflamma­
tion of the lungs, attended with bilious fover, and he was 
obliged for some time to desist from preaching. Haring 
recovered a little strength in the autumn, he took his usual 
excursion into the north of England, where he travelled six 
hundred miles with great rapidity, collected upwards of six 
hundred pounds for the mission, and preached nearly eve­
ry evening in the week. In November he caught a violent 
cold on his journey to London, and was again laid aside 
from preaching. 

Though unequal to the fatigue of such a journey, he ven­
tured to go into Wales in 1S12, but was able to preach but 
little, and began to be fully aware that his time was short. 
In a letter to a friend he says: 

" I seem to be near ~he end of my course, and hope 
throurrh grace, and grace only, to finish it with joy. I 
have ~o transports, but a steady hope of eternal life, on the 
ground of my Saviour's death. I feel some freedom in my 
applications for mercy in his name. If 1 should die, I 
shall Le able to say to the rising generation, 'God will sure­
ly visit you.' A work is begun that will not end until the 
world be subdued to the Saviour. We have done a little 
good, accompanied with much evil. The Lord grant that 
it may not be laid to our charge in that day!" 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

His Ministerial Talents-Style of Preacbiog-Pastoral Labours-­
And geoeral Usefulness. 

Tms excellent and valuable man entered on the minis­
try in early life, as we have seen, with few advantages; his 
mind had received but little culture, and his unpolished 
appearance made no great impression in his favour. He 
had to encounter every difficulty by an effort of his own, 
and to trust more to his strong native sense, than to any 
auxiliary aid. His mental and moral improvement was 
rapid and extensive; and without waiting for the ordinary 
process, by which men attain to high degrees of eminence, 
he marched forward, and reached the goal in haste. 

As a preacher he soon became popular, without any of 
the ordinary means of popularity. He had none of that 
easy elocution, none of that graceful fluency, which melts 
upon the ear, and captivates the attention of an auditor. 
His enunciation was laborious and ·slow ; his voice strong 
and heavy; occasionally plaintive, and capable of an 
agreeable modulation. He had none of that eloquence 
which consists in a felicitous selection of terms, or in the 
harmonious construction of periods: he had a boldness in 
his manner, a ::nasculine delivery, and great force of ex­
pression. His style was often deformed by colloquialisms 
and coarse provincials ; but in the roughest of his compo­
sitions, "the bones of a giant might be seen." 

In entering the pulpit he studied very little decorum, 
and often hastened out of it with an appearance of precip­
itation; but while there he seldom failed to acquit himself 
with honour and success. His attitude, too, was sufficient­
ly negligent. Not aware of its awkwardness, in the course 
of his delivery he would insensibly place one hand upon 
his breast, or behind him, and gradually twist off a button 
from his coat, which some of his domestics had frequent 
occasion to replace. This habit was in process of time 
much corrected, and many other protuberances were smooth­
ed away by the improvement of his taste, and the collisions 
of society ; but certainly in these respects he was not the 
exact model of an orator. 

His presence in the pulpit was imposing, grave, and 
manly; tending to inspire a we, rather than conciliate es­
teem. llis general aspect was lowering and cloudy, giving 
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indications of a storm, rather than affording hopes of se­
renity. Yet there was nothing boisterous, loud, or declam­
atory; no intemperate warmth, or sallies of the passions; 
all was calm, pathetic, and argumentative, overcast with a 
kind of negligent grandeur. He was deeply impressed 
with his subject, and anxious to produce a similar impres­
sion on his hearers. 

To an acute and vigorous understanding were united 
a rich and fertile imagination, an even flow of feeling, 
seldom rising to an ecstasy, and an awful sense of eternal 
realities; these, accompanied with an energetic manner . 
of speaking, supplied every other defect, and gave to his 
ministry an unusual degree of interest. He could never 
be heard but with satisfaction: if the heart were not at 
all times affected, yet the jutlgment would be informed, 
and the taste gratified, by an unexpected display of some 
important truth, ingeniously state<l, and powerfully ap­
plied. His own ideas were strong and lucitl, and be had 
tl,e faculty of placing them in the cleare~t light: if he 
failed to produce conviction, he was rarely deficient in evi­
dence. • • 

Though his writings enter deeply into controversy, in 
his ministry it was far otherwise. Tltere he took the high 
places of the fieltl; ltcre he tarried at home and divided 
the spoil. The least disputable points of religion, which 
are at all times the most essential, were the leatling theme 
of his ministry. The cross of Christ was the doctrine that 
lay nearest his heart; this, in all its tendencies and bear­
ings, in all its relations to the government of God and the 
salvation of the soul, he delighted to elucidate in every di­
versity of form, and on this he tlwelt with growing zeal and 
ardour to the close of life. It was a subject that met him 
in every direction, that beautified aud adorned every other 
topic, that lived and breathed in all his preaching, and laid 
the foundation of all his hopes. 

As there are many who must have observed the concen­
trated effect of Mr. Fuller's sermons, it may not be amiss 
briefly to notice the principle on which they were avowed­
ly constructed; if it <lo not excite to general emulation, it 
may alford to some, at least, a hint of instruction. One of 
the first books that Mr. Fuller read, after entering on the 
ministry, and which he frequently recommended to others, 
was CLAUDf:'8 EssAY on the composition of a Sermon; 
and to that work he acknowledged himself indebted, for 
ll~J just ideas which he entertained upon the subject. 'Uni• 
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ty of design,' was apparent in ~II his ?iscou~ses ; there 
were no va"rant sentiments, nothmg foreign or irrelevant; 
and though

0 

his preaching exhibited a rich variety of ~~­
mark, all was made to bear upon one point, and to fac1h­
tate the end he had in view. His sermons were never des­
titute of what Aristotle requires in every discourse-a be-
ginning, a middle, and an end. . . 

Every intelligent hearer must also have noticed, with 
what admirable dexterity the preacher would avail himself 
of the attributes of his text,-time, place, persons, and 
other adventitious circumstances; with what care he 
would investigate its terms, ascertain its meaning, explore 
its rece~ses, mark its gradations, trace its connections, and 
poize its different parts; an<l how, when he had provided 
the repast, he would make a distribution like the master 
of a [cast. The simplicity of his ideas, their correspon­
dence with truth and nature, and the luminous order in 
which they were arrnnged, produce the effect of enchant­
ment ; every one beheld the beauties contained in Scrip­
ture, and were surprised that he did not discover them be­
fore. 

The composition of a ~ermon seldom cost Mr. Fuller 
much tro11!,Ie; owing to his constant habits of thinking, 
it was generally the easiest part of all his labours. And 
though it would be l:ighly improper to propose such an ex­
ample for imitation, especially to young ministers, and 
those less competent to the undert,tking, yet an hour or 
two at the close of the week would commonly be sufficient 
for his purpose; and when much pressed for time, as he 
often wa~, his preparations would be made on the Sabbath, 
during the intervals of preaching; yet it required more 
than common strength of mind to digest such discourses 
as he was in the habit of delivering. It should also be ob­
served, that Mr. Fuller's sketches for the pulpit consisted 
only of a few brief outlines, committed to memory, and 
enlarged at the time of preaching. He never filled up any 
writlen discourse, except when it was intended for the press, 
and after it had been delivered. 

Those who heard him only occasionally, or but seldom, 
die] not hear him to the best advantage ; for thoug-h he 
would often excel on great occasion~, he was generally 
most happy at home with his own people. Having but lit­
tle relish for a stale subject, it was seldom pleasant to him 
to deliver the same discourse twice over; he would rather 
come directly from his closet, and bring out of his treasury 
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things new as well as old. His mind retained a verdant 
freshness, capable of new productions; and his daily con­
verse with the Scriptures rendered it an agreeable task, to 
combine the varieties of thought which they suggested. 
Several of his discourses on particular occasions were print­
ed at the request of those who heard them ; and had he lis­
tened to the solicitations of his friends, their number would 
have been greatly multiplied. 

Expounding the Scriptures was an employment in which 
Mr. Fuller delighted, and in which he eminently excelled. 
He did not, however, undertake any tll'ing like a critical 
exposition, nor did he profess himself a critic on auy sub­
ject. Indeed, he had 110 great liking to the generality of 
critical commentators; and he sometimes expressed an 
opinion, that the practice of attempting to illustrate the 
Scriptures on the principles of philosophy, or by frequent 
allusions to natural history and eastern customs, in which 
coincidencies were imagined that ne\"er cxi~ted, tended to 
darken counsel by words without knowledge, and to betray, 
rather than support, the true interests of rernla.tion. 

The application of sound criticism, to obviate the diffi­
culty and elucidate the meaning of some obscure passages, 
he approved as much as any one; but l:e had no idea that 
a right understanding of the scriptures in general was to 
be attained in that way,-any more than that the principal 
facts in English history were to be decided hy the help of 
a dictionary. It was not words so much a;; things to which 
he attended; and for a just conception of these he trusted 
more to common sense, well applied to the subject, and 
guided by moral feeling in a highly cultirnted state, than to 
mere literary acquirements. 

He greatly deprecated the learned trif1ing of some good 
men, who are said to have taken up more time in their ad­
dresses to a country congregation, in ascertaining the form 
and dimensions of an oriental tea-kettle, than in showing 
to men the way of salvation." His contempt of such kind 
of learning might in some instances carry him too far; 
but no man ha<l a quicker discernment of its misapplica­
tion, or could judge more worthily of the proper objects of 
the Christian ministry. Instead of employing his time, or 
engaging the attention of his hearers, on the superficies of 

* An anecdote to this cffoct was told him by the late Mr. Hickman 
of Wattcsficld, in l'cfcrencc to his ingenious and )earned prcJcccssor, 
the celebrated writer on Oricn!al Customs. 



72 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 

a text, or its imaginary references, he was all intent on 
searching out its riches, sounding its depth, comparing it 
with the analogy of faith, pointing out its application, and 
deducing consequences, seldom obvious to the hearer, but 
meeting his judgment in all their force, and carrying con­
viction to the heart. 

In this way he went over a great part of the scriptures, 
in a course of morning lectures for a number of years, tak­
ing first one book, and then another, without any regard to 
chronological order; and had his life been conlinued, he 
would, in all probability, have completed his exposition of 
the sacred volume. These lectures, as they were delivered 
from the pulpit, exhibited great variety and extent of ob­
servation; but as they were not composed with a view to 
publication, and were often delivered without any prepara­
tory notes whatever, the greater proportion of them are lost 
beyond recovery; an<l little remains besides a few general 
outlines, which cannot be filled up to advantage by any 
other hand. All that is saved of this valuable sto~e, con• 
sists of the Expository Discourses on the Book of Genesis, 
published in 1805; and which, though little more than a 
miniatnre of the living lectures, >tre likely to perpetuate the 
usefulness of their invaluable Author. The rest are buried 
in oblivion, except his Expository Lectures on the Ilook of 
Revelation, announced for publication after his decease, 
and which have since made their appearance in print. 

In discharging the duties of the pastoral office, Mr. Ful­
ler was not equally successful, nor in this did he excel. 
There was no want of diligence or fidelity ; but his numer­
ous, and, perhaps, still more important engagements, did 
not afford him sufficient opportunity; nor was his turn of 
mind adapted to that easy and gracious kind of intercourse 
which these duties would require. He was not backward 
in spiritual and edifying comersation ; not unmindful of 
the poor, the sick, or the afflicted; nor inattentive to the 
welfare of individuals; but his element was in <leep waters, 
and he seemed to demand a wider iange for his faculties 
than the limits of an individual society. Those who wish­
ed for more of his pastoral advice, were fearful of breaking 
in upon his retirements, or of interrupting the career of his 
labours; while he himself often felt and lamented the ne­
cessity which required the suspension of several of the 
humbler duties of the christian minister. It might truly 
be said of him in measure, as of Paul : The Lord sent him 
not to baptize, but to preach the gospel. 
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He was severely circumspect, however, in the execution 
of church discipline; a subject he had studied from the 
Scriptures, and on which he published his thoughts in a 
widely-circulated pamphlet. His manner of administering 
the ordinances of the gospel was peculiarly solemn and im­
pressive. At the Lord's table he generally spoke but little, 
but that little was appropriate and affecting. He strongly 
objected to the practice of engaging the whole of the time 
in addressing the communicants, instead of devoting some 
part of it to silent and solemn meditation. 

Tenacious as he ha<l always been of the independent 
rights of a Christian society, and the popu1ar election of its 
officers, he observed much e1·il to arise out of the exercise 
of those rights, which he wished if possible to correct . 
.Deacons, in particular, are often appointed to office by the 
people, not for their superior wisdom or spirituality, but on 
account of their rank in society, or the influence and prop­
erty which they possess; and by this means the hands of 
the minister are weakened, and the interests of religion 
suffer. Mr. Fuller therefore preferred that the nomination 
of new deacons should proceed from the pastor and other 
deacons already in office, having previously obtained a vote 
for that purpose; an<l that out of several thus recommend­
ed, the church should make its own election. The follow­
ing is the outline ofan Address which Mr. Fuller once de­
livered to his own church, in order to direct their choice 
of suitable persons to the office. 

''l\Iuch of the purity of the church," he observes, "de­
pends on the conduct of its deacons, seeing it is impossible 
for a pastor to maintain proper discipline without their con­
curreuce; much of the pastor's comfort also was involved, 
as it would be necessary for him to act in concert with his 
brethren in office, and therefore they should be careful to 
choose such men as are mentioned in Ezra x. 4; and as 
the comfort of the poor was also concerned, such characters 
should be appointed as would he ready to discover and re­
lieve their wants." 

After these preliminary remarks, he proceeds to consider 
the qualifications for the office or deacons. "These," says 
he, "you will find in Acts vi. 3, and I Tim. iii. 8. They 
must be men of 'honest report,' in their general character ; 
men of integrity aud honour-' Full of the Holy Ghost,' 
spiritually-minded men-' And of wisdom ;' men of solidity 
and discretion, who are well skilled in counsel, and have a 
turn of mind for composing of differences. 

G 
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"Such is the account given in the first of these passages. 
One cannot but observe here, that no mention is made of 
opulence, as a qualification. A man certainly is not the 
worse for this, but neither is he the better ; nor is he on 
that account to be esteemed more eligible than another. 
This is a very common practice, but it is highly injurious. 

" But what says Paul 1 He enumerates the qualifications 
of a deacon, in 1 Tim. iii. 8. Here are gravity, sincerity, 
sobriety, generosity, soundness in the faith, purity of man• 
ners, a good conscience, men of some standing, whose fi­
delity had been proved. 

"Alas! I hear you say, where are such characters to be 
found 1 True; and I am afraid this is a melancholy proof, 
how short we come of the primitive churches. But still 
we must choose those who, in our judgment, approach the 
nearest to this model. Perhaps even they had not men in 
whom all these qualifications were united ; some excel in 
one thing, and some in another; and as I would not wish 
the church to be discouraged, nor .those who may he chosen 
to office; let every one he willing to be what his brethren 
wish him to be. We should neither aspire to be what we 
are not called to, nor refuse to occupy that post to which 
we are called. Only let us be of the spirit of the good 
woman, of whom our Lord said, 'She hath done what she 
could.'" 

This Address affords one instance amongst many others, 
of the inflexible integrity of Mr. Fuller's mind; of his de­
sire to do nothing by partiality; and that in what related 
to the glory of God, he knew no man after the flesh. If 
he erred in any thing, it was in his honest zeal to do what 
seemed.to him to be right: no one can doubt his incor­
ruptness, though his infallibility may be fairly questioned. 

Considering the piety and the talents of such a man, his 
ministry might be expected to produce important effects; 
and certainly, such effects were really produced. The 
number of persons apparently converted in Mr. Fuller's 
own congregation, and oy his occasional labours in other 
places, was not, however, greater than in ordinary cases, 
and bore only a common proportion to the multiplicity and 
extent of his engagements. During the two and thirty 
years he preached at Kettering, the members of his church 
seldom exceeded a hundred and fifty ; and though the 
place of worship was once enlarged, and afterwards rebuilt 
in 1805, the number of stated hearers scarcely amounted 
to a thousand. This may be said, indeed, to have borne 
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a tolerable proportion to the population of the town and 
neighbourhood, where other respectable congregations also 
existed ; nor is this statement intended to detract from 
Mr. Fuller's usefulness, but merely to convey that kind 
of information which persons living at a distance from 
the seat of his labours would naturally expect, in a work 
which professes to give the .history of so extraordinary a 
man. 

Nor can it be denied that many of his brethren, of very 
inferior talents, have been equally if not more successful, 
in turning men from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God And though at. times it seemed im­
possible to resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spake, 
the human heart was often impenetrable to his attacks, 
and his weapons fell pointless to the ground. If strong 
mental powers, exerted in all their force; if unusual fidel­
ity and zeal, accompanied with consummate skill, in di­
recting appeals to the understanding, and pungent ad­
dresses to the conscience, could have insured a large por­
tion of success, it might have been expectE:d in the present 
instance ; but in reviewing the lives and labours of the 
most distinguished characters, we are constantly reminded 
of that humbling truth : 'Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, but it is God that giveth the increase." "It is not 
by might, nor by power," that the temple shall be built; 
" but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

There is, however, no need to resolve these things into 
religious phenomena, while there is any rational way left 
of accounting for them. If Mr. Fuller possessed superior 
ability, his preaching did not display greater warmth of 
affection or of holy zeal, than that of many of his br€th­
ren ; nor was it attended with that remarkable unction, 
which precedes and accompanies eminent success. 

Among the faithful departed, few were more successful 
in converting sinners unto God, than the excellent Mr. 
Pearce of Birmingham; and considering the shortness of 
his ministerial career, his usefulness in this respect was 
rather extraordinary. In what consi~tent way is this to be 
accounted for 1 "The governing principle in Mr. Pearce, 
beyond all doubt," says his biographer, "was lwly love. 
To mention this is sufficient to prove it to all who knew 
him. His friends have often compared him to that disci­
ple whom Jesus loved. His religion was that of the heart. 
Almost every thing he saw, or heard, or read, or studied, 
was converted to the feeding of this divine flame. Every 
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subject that passed through his hands, seemed to have 
been cast into this mould. His sermons were generally 
the effusions of his heart, and invariably aimed at the 
hearts of his hearers." It is no wonder, therefore, if un­
der the influence of such holy fervour, when the preacher 
"could scarcely speak for weeping, nor the people hear for 
interrupting sighs and sobs," great moral elTects should be 
produced. The gospel can only be imparted by that Spir­
it which is of God; no zeal, no talents, can supply its place; 
and the enmity of the human heart can only be overcome 
by the omnipotence of love. 

-There were seasons in which Mr. Fuller deeply partici­
pated in these feelings, though the general cast of his min­
istry was more masculine and less fervid, less tender, than 
that of his amiable friend. The judgment was often in 
exercise, when the affections were not; and in the minis­
ter, the man was sometimes more visible than the Chris­
tian. This no doubt is a defect to which men of strong 
powers are more particularly liable. Towards the latter 
part of life, howe\·er, when afflictions and trials bad im­
parted greater sensibilities, and given a mellowness to his 
general habit, he would serve the Lord with many tears, 
and put on bowels of mercies, kindness, and long-suffer­
ing, while beseeching sinners to be reconciled to God. It 
is of the utmost importance, however, that more of this 
spirit be imbibed, in order to any real or extensive useful­
ness. Those who can impart not the gospel of God only, 
but their own souls also, because the salvation of men 
is dear to them, will generally find that their labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 

'' It may be laid down as a rule," said Mr. Fuller on 
one occasion,* "that eminent spirituality in a minister is 
usually attended with eminent usefulness. It is true, our 
usefulness does not depend on our spirituality, as an elTcct 
depends upon its cause, nor is it always in proportion to it. 
God is a sovereign, and frequently sees it proper to con­
vince us of it, in variously bestowing his blessing on the 
means of grace: yet he is not wanting in giving encour­
agement to what he approves, wherever it is found. Our 
want of usefulness is often to be ascribed to our want of 
spirituality, much oftener than to our want of natural abil­
ity. God has frequently been known to succeed men of 
but rough parts and abilities, where they have been emi-

* His Ordination Sermon, delivered at Thorne, io Bedfordshire, 
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nently holy ; while he has blasted others of much superior 
talents, where that was wanting." 

On another occasion Mr. Puller also remarks, " that in 
proportion as we lean upon our gifts, or preparations, we 
slight the Holy Spirit; and no wonder that, being grieved, 
he should leave us to do our work al'one. Besides, when 
this is the case, it is, humanly speaking, unsafe for God to 
prosper us, especially those ministers who possess superior 
abilities." . 

Mr. Puller's ministry was, however, attended with con­
siderable usefulness, though not altogether in the way .tl,)at 
has been mentioned. There were others who could· lay 
the foundation, and teach what are the first principle~ of 
the oracles of God ; it was his to rear the superstructure, 
and to build up the saints on their most holy faith; aad in 
this he performed the work of a wise master-builder. His 
preaching was distinguished for depth of thought, a ful­
ness of scriptural truth, and great perspicuity and force in 
stating and defending it. It was like a blazing torch in the 
midst of the churches; and by the incessant intercourse 
which he maintained, its light was diffused in every direc• 
tion. Its effects were also _powerfully felt in keeping alive 
those principles on which the interests of vital and practi­
cal religion depend; in strengthening the weak hands and 
confirming the feeble knees, and in exciting and encour­
aging the exertions of all his brethren. lie had a bishop­
ric, without any of its titles or emoluments; and the care 
of all the churches, within the immediate sphere of his ac­
quaintance, came upon him daily. In their formation, in 
the ordination of their pastors, and in every case of diffi­
culty, his assistance was required, and in these important 
services he excelled. The interest he felt in the peace and 
prosperity of the societies around him, was deep and last­
ing; and when any of them were left destitute, or in low 
circumstances, he would ardently exdaim, "Oh, Lord, 
what wilt thou do for thy great name!" 

Abundant as were his labours in disseminating the gos­
pel among- the villages in his immediate vicinity, and among 
the churches of his own connection, their elfect was not to 
be estimated by his personal exertions. His influence was 
seen operating- on the general mass of that religious com­
munity to which he belonged, purging out the ol<l leaven, 
infusing principles of truth, and fermenting it with holy 
zeal an<l ardour. ft was seen operating in various parts 

G2 
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of England, amongst different denominations; in Scotland, 
in Ireland, across the Atlantic, beyond the boundaries of 
the Indian Ocean, and the mountains of Tibet. The wil­
derness and the solitary place were made glad for him, and 
the desert began to rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

CHAPTER. IV. 

Origin of the Baptist Mission-Early Notices of Dr. Carey-His De­
sianation to India-Mr. Fuller's Missionary Labours-His first Vis­
it to Scotland-Congrntulations of the Missionaries-His Answer 
to s.;>me Objections-Second Tour into Scotland-Visit to heland­
State of the hish Baptists-Catholic Emancipation-Missionary La­
bours continued. 

To MR. FuLLER was reserved the distinguished honour 
of becoming one of the first in his own denomination, who 
open~d the door of faith to the modern idolatrous Gentiles, 
and prepared the way for a mission to the east. Here a 
scene presented itself, of sufficient extent to afford the most 
ample scope for his abilities, and setting before him an ob­
ject commensurate with the boundless desires of his heart. 
This was the commencement of a new era in the life of 
this great man. Henceforth his labours took a new direc­
tion ; his preaching, his prayers, and his correspondence, 
all had reference to this great subject; and his character be­
gan to unfold itself in a still more interesting and magnifi­
cent form. 

The Baptist Mission in India has been described by per­
sons who had no immediate concern whatever in the un­
dertaking, to have been "as disinterested in design, and 
as strenuous in exertion, as any that the Christian world 
ever did or ever can employ for the illumination and con­
version of idolaters; and surpassing, beyond comparison, 
all former missions, and all other undertakings, in the grand 
al'ticle of translating the Bible into the languages of the 
heathen." . . 

The justice and propriety of this encomium may be ap­
preciated by the results which are already before the pub­
lic. Twenty missionary stations were formed in various 
parts of India, in the course of as many years ; some of 
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them more than three thousand miles apart ; upwards of 
forty missionaries, Europeans and natives, are constantly 
employed; more than five hundred persons, of different na­
tions, have been baptized, and formed into distinct church­
es ; the Scriptures are translated and printed in more than 
thirty of the oriental languages, and are circulating, in con­
nection with the itinerant labours of the missionaries amongst 
an immense population, and over an extent of country, 
equal to that of the whole of Europe.* ~ 

Such are the .present fruits of this mission : its future 
consequences who can calculate! But its humble origin, 
in which the hand of God is so visibly displayed, deserves 
to be distinctly traced; nor can the unostentatious charac­
ter of its principal ageut be duly appreciated without mark­
ing the results of this stupendous undertaking. 

The Baptist Missionary Society is stated to have been 
formed at Kettering, in 1792; and its formation to. have 
been occasioned by the suggestions and frequent solicita­
tions of the present Dr. CAREY; to whose indefatigable 
zeal and unparalleled exertions, the mission and the church 
of God, will doubtless be under perpetual obligations. There 
was, however, a principle operating which Jed to this result, 
though its effects were not immediately observed ; and the 
fire which Carey kindled; was in effect taken from a coal 
which had been burning upon another altar. 

On a subject of such general importance, even its mi­
nutest circumstances become interesting ; and viewed in 
connection with an efficient cause, they tend to show by 
what gradual and humble means it pleases God frequently 
to accomplish his great designs. "The kingdom of heav­
en cometh not with observation;" its coming is generally 
unobserved, and the lowly form which it assumes, gives 
but little notice of its approach. Its fit st appearance is as 
imperceptible as a "grain of mustard seed, which indeed 
is the least of all seeds; but when it is grown it is the 
greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree ; so that the 
fowls of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof." 

Several years previous to the existence of the Baptist 
Mission, and before any ideas were entertained of such an 
undertaking, the low state of religion in general, and of 
the Baptist churches in particular, had become a subject 

* Brief View of the Baptist Mis~ions and Translation~, drawn up 
gratuitously in 1815, by a member of another <leno1ninatiou. 
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of deep lamentation among many of the ministers. At an 
Association held at Nottingham, in 17S4, it was resolved 
to set apart an hour on the first Monday evening in every 
month, for extraordinary prayer for the revival of religion, 
and for extending the kingdom of Christ in the world. Mr. 
Fuller at the same time delivered a sermon on "The Nature 
and Importance of walking by Faith," which he afterwards 
published ; and to this were added, "A few Persuasives to 
a General Union in Prayer, for the Revival of Religion." 
This Address, though unaccompanied with any design be­
yond what it immediately specifies, operated as a powerful 
stimulant, and produced effects which in reality contained 
the germ of the future mission. 

The lapse of time, and a succession of other interesting 
occurrences, have in great measure defaced the recollec­
tion of the minuter parts of this history; for the sake, there­
fore, of many readers, it is necessary to recapitulate some 
of the leading topics urged on this occasion, and obsnve 
their tendency to excite to renewed exertions in the cause 
of God. 

After considering Christ's readiness to hear prayer, espe­
cially in what relates to the enlargement of his kingdom, 
the writer of these Persuasives ad1·erts to the existing de­
clensions in religion, and urges the consideration of what 
the Lord had done in ages past, as an incitement to united 
and fervent prayer. 

"When Israel was in Egypt, an,! things looked very dark in<leeu, 
they cried, and the Lord heard, and came down to deliver them. 
Their deliverance was the extending of Christ's kingdom; and God 
overthrew Pharaoh and all his host for selling themselves a,;ainst it. 
The church, in after ages, when in her low estate at Ilabylon, is rep­
resented a~ making use of this as a plea with God. Thus they say to 
him: ' Awake, awake, put on thy slrPn)!;th, oh arm of the Lord-a wake 
as in ancient days, in the general ion of old. Art thou not it that hath 
cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath 
dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep: anti bath made the 
depths of the sea a way for the ransomc,I to pass over!' Ami was 
their prayer answered' Yes; the Loni prescn1ly replied, ' I am the 
Lord thy God that divided the sea, whose waves roared ; the Lord 
of Hosts is his name.' Yea, as a kind of <'cho to tl1ci1· request, he 
adds, 'Awake, aw;ike, stanil up, oh Jerusalem, which hast drunk at 
the hand of the Lord the cup of hi; fury. Thus saith thy Loni Je­
hovah, and thy God that µleaded the cause of his people; behold [ 
have t,,ken out of thy hau,I the cup of trembling, the dregs of the 
cup of my fury, and thou shall no more drink it again.' 

"While Judah groane,I beneath llaucl's yoke, Daniel set his fare 
three times a day towarcls Jeru~,ilem. At length his prayers an<l 
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supplications are heard, and an a~gel is sent to comfol't him ; yea, and 
to infol'm him that at the beginning of his supplications the command­
ment in favour of Judah came forth. And now, God's conduct towards 
Pharaoh and his host shall be acte,i O\'er again, towards Belshazzar 
and his. _Yes, he not only gave Egypt and Ethiopia, but Babylon al­
so for their ransom. 
_ "The church of God was reduced exceedingly low, just before the 
coming of Christ; but what was the conduct of those who were on 
God's side ? Some of them are distinguished by the character of 
those who 'looked for' redemption in Jerusalem; and others are said 
to have continued in prayer night and day. At length, through the 
tender mercy of God, their prayers were answered, and the day, 
spring from on high :visited them. 

"Just before that great outpouring of the Spidt on the day of Pen­
tecost, the church was in a low and discoru;olate condition, having 
lost Christ's personal presence : however, they united with one accord 
in ardent prayer, in an upper room, to the number of about a hund1·ed 
and twenty. Presently, and their light brake fo1·th as the morning­
a little one becomes a thousand, and a small one a strong nation. 
Thousands are converted by a sing!P. sermon, and satan falls before 
the gospel of Christ like lightning from heaven." 

The writer then applies these apposite cases in the fol­
lowing impressive manner : 

" May we not make the same use of these glodous works of God, 
with some others in that day, tliat Judah did in Babylon of what God 
had done for them in E11:ypt? May we not plead now with Christ,­
'Awake, awake, put on stren~th, oh arm of the Lord: awake, as in 
the ancient ddys ! Art thou not it that did~t cut the foe, when hanging 
on the cross; that didst wound his interest on the rlay ,of Pentecost?' 
And may we not plea,!, that as Goel destroyed Babylon, and delivered 
his church ; so he would destl'oy the power and principles of mystical 
Babylon' He presPl'vcd a people, namely the Waldenses, who in the 
worst of times bowed nol the knee to the imai;e of this idol; and when 
they were nearly exterminated by persecution, he raised up a host of 
men at the reformation, who gave it a deadly wuund,-a wound from 
which it has never l'ecovcred to this day. Let us then pray lo the 
Lord Jesus, 1hat the work 111ay be carried on; that antichrist may be 
consumed with the spirit of his mouth, and destroyed by the bright­
ness of his coming; that the kinµ;doms of this world may _become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and that he may reign for ever 
and ever! 

Christianity has not yet made its way, even in name, over one fifth 
part of the world. Out of seven hundred und thirty millions who are 
suppose,! to inhabit our globe, not above one hundred and twenty two 
millions p•·ofess the Christian name. All the rest are Heath~n•, Jews, 
or Mahornetans; and of those who do profess it, the far gl'Cater pal't 
are eithel' of the apostate church of Rome, or of the Gl'cek church, 
which is nearly as co,·rupt. Ad,! to this, what great numbers of real 
heathens abound in Christian lands, and unbelievers even in the con­
gregation~ of the faithful, Surely it is high time for us lo awake out 
of sleep, and to send our united cries to Heaven in behalf of our fellow 
creatures!" - • 
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Having considered the melancholy state of the world, 
the general aspect of providence, and the promises of God 
concerning his church in times to come, as affording ad­
ditional motives for prayer, the Address concludes with as­
surances that it would not be in vain, whatever might be 
the immediate or apparent issue. 

"Could we but heartily unite to make a real earnest effort," said 
this laborious man, " there is reason to hope that great good might 
follow. Whenever those glorious outpourings of God's Spirit shall 
come over the whole worln, no doubt it will be in answer to the prayers 
of his people. Hut suppose we should never live to see those days, 
still our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord. To say the least of 
it, God would be glorified, and that wouh.1 be no small matter. It would 
at least convey this piece of intelligence lo the world,-That God had 
yet some hearty friends in it, who continue to pray to him in the dark• 
est times. And if, as in the case of David's building the house, he is 
not pleased to grant our requests, yet he will take it well at our liands: 
and who can be said to have lost his labour, who obtains the approba­
tion of his God? 

" Hut this is not all: our petitions may prove like seed in the earth, 
that shall not peri~h, though it may not spring up in our days. The 
prophets labumecl, and the apostles entered into their labours; and 
what if we should he the sowers, and our posterity the reapers ; shall 
we think much at this' Perhaps as great an honour at the last day 
may attend Isaiah, who hardly knew who had believed his report, as 
Peter, by whose sermon thousands were converted in an hour. 
~ either is this all ; there are different degrees of prosperity bestowed 
upou clilfer,,nt parts of Zion, and these favours are often granted to 
those particular communities where ardent pr~yer, love, and holiness 
most prevail.-Add to this, the prosperity of our own souls is general­
ly connected with an earnest ru rsuil of God's glory and Christ's king• 
dom. Consolation, like reputation, will not do to be sought directly 
for its own sake. In that case it will flee from us. But let us seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added unto us. One great reason perhaps why so many chris­
tians go destitute of divine comfort is, because they care so little ahout 
any thing else: God, therefore; justly withholds it from them. If 
they were more to seek his glory, and the extending of his kingdom 
in the world, they would find consolation come of its own accord. 
He that cannot Iii, when speaking of his church, bath said, They 
sltall prosper that love thee." 

These sentiments, sufficiently important at all times, 
derive additional interest from the circumstances in which 
they were delivered, and the great results to which they 
ultimately tended. They had their influence on the 
churches and individuals to whom they were more imme­
diately addressed. Monthly prayer-meetings became 
simultaneous, and were now attended to with renewed 
zeal and importunity, till the example was followed by 
other denominations, and continued to the present day. 
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In less than two years, another event followed, in close, 
though undiscerned, connection with the preceding, tending 
still farther to prepare the way for the eventual designs 
of Providence. Early in 1786, Mr. Fuller published his 
treatise, which he had written four or five years before, 
entitled,"The Gospel worthy of all Acceptation ;" in which 
he undertook to explain the, nature of saving faith, and 
to prove the obligations of men to believe in Christ, where­
ever he was made known. This performance made a 
considerable impression on the churches and ministers in 
immediate connection with the Author, and occasioned 
discussion in other parts of the same denomination. In 
some quarters it excited great opposition and alarm, and 
brought on a long and animated controversy. It was the 
means however of awakening the attention of several of 
his brethren to the important duties of their office, of giving 
a more practical turn to their preaching, and a new face 
to their religious interests; and in connection with the 
monthly prayer-meetings, it produced an impulse which 
would be favourable to missionary undertakings . 

.Mr. Carey was born into the religious world about the 
time that these things were going on, and soon became an 
interested spectator. He was baptized in 1783, was called 
to the ministry two or three years afterwards, and ordained 
pastor of the church at Moulton, near Northampton, in 
1787. At his first setting out, he was much perplexed be­
tween the statements of the Arminians, on some theologi­
cal points, and the crude representations of some Calvinists ; 
but having adopted a satisfactory medium between the two 
extremes, his mind was fully prepared for the doctrine so 
successfully pleaded by Mr. Fuller. 

From his entering on the work of the ministry, if r:.ot 
from an earlier period, Mr. Carey appears to have been 
deeply impressed with the state of the heathen world. In 
reference to this, he made himself acquainted with the ge­
ography, population, and religion of the various nations of 
the earth; and with the labours of christians, both of early 
and later ages, in propagating the gospel. He also acquir­
ed considerable knowledge of various languages, pariicular­
ly Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, by his own efforts, without 
the aid of any instructer; and could read his Bible in six or 
seven versions before he embarked for India. lie one day 
purchased for a few pence an old book, which happened to 
be Ditton on the Resurrection, printed in French ; and 
not having learned that language, he, in the course of three 
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weeks, made himself so far master of it, that he could read 
Ditton with great satisfaction. The learning of a language 
to such a man as Carey, seemed to require but little effort; 
he would accomplish it by laying a book before him, while 
engaged in some laborious employment, as a mere matter 
of amusement. 

His thoughts meanwhile were brooding over the subject 
ofa mission, without assuming any specific form, or digest­
ing any future plan of operation. The appearance of Mr. 
Fuller's work, just mentioned, came directly in aid of his 
inquiries, and fixed his attention more deeply on the sub­
ject. The point of contact may be thus described. Mr. 
Carey, who cordially admitted his friend's position, seemed 
to deduce from it an unavoidable inference:-' If it be the 
duty of all men where the gospel comes, to believe unto 
salvation; then it is the duty of those who are intrusted 
with the gospel, to endeavour to make it known among 
all nations for the obedience of faith.' Though this is not 
aflirmed to have been the formal operation of thought, it 
would be difficult if not impossible to conceive, how the 
latter conclusion should stand on any other ground than 
that of a previous admission, that an obligation to believe 
is co-extensive with the proclamation of the gospel ; and 
this was not avowed by any of Mr. Fuller's connections, 
until he had written his unanswerable treatise on the 
subject. He himself was indeed so fully aware of the par­
alyzing tendency of the opposite system, that in his early 
correspondence on missionary subjects he in effect admits, 
that no mission could have been called into existence on 
hyper-calvinistic principles. " I feel a sacred satisfaction," 
he says, "in the principles I have endeavoured to state and 
defend ; they are such in the main, that I can venture 
upon them for eternity. Those which I have attempted 
to refute, still appear to me, and that with abundantly in­
creasing evidence, to be the bane of the churches : they 
unnerve the Christian for spiritual activity."* 

Before the end of 1786, Mr. Carey, accompanied by 
another minister of the same age and standing with him­
self, went to a ministers' meeting at Northampton. To­
wards the close of the evening, when the public services 
were ended, and the company engaged in a desultory con­
versation, Mr. Ryland senior entered the room; and with 
his accustomed freedom insisted that the two junior miuis-

• Baptist Magazine, 1816, p. 455. 
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ters, Mr. Carey and his friend, (the writer of these Hc­
moirs) should each propose a question for general discus­
sion. His friend, with much reluctance, proposed for con­
sideration the latter part of 2 Pet. ii. l; and was v~ry lu­
dicrously told to go home and read Gill and Brine, and va­
rious other commentators, and not to come there with his 
Arminian questions. Mr. Carey next pleaded several ex­
cuses-but a question w:is imperiously demanded. At 
length he submitted, " \Vhether thP. command given to the 
apostles to 'teach all nations,' was not obligatory on all suc­
ceeding ministers, to the end of the world, seeing that the 
accompanying the promise was of equal extent." 

Without waiting for the judgmcnt of the company, the 
same person said, he ought certainly to have known, that 
nothing could be done before another Pentecost, when an 
effusion of miraculous gifts, including the gift of tongues, 
would give effect to the commission of Christ as at first; 
and that he was a most miserable enthusiast for asking 
s•1ch a question. This was the first time Mr. Carey had 
mentioned the subject openly, and he was greatly abashed 
and mortified; but he still pondered these things in his 
heart. Mr. Fuller sympathized with him, as soon as Mr. 
Ryland senior had withdrawn, and offered several encour­
aging remarks, recommending him to pursue his inquiries. 

Mr. Carey never lost sight of his object; it was always 
uppermost in his thoughts. ·whenever he met with his 
brethren in the ministry, he never failed to converse with 
them on the importance and practicability of missions. 
These conversations, together with the monthly prayer­
meetings, considerably impressed the minds of the minis­
ters. It seemed scarcely reconcilealile with sincerity, to 
pray month after month, and year after year, for the en­
largement of Christ's kingdom, and use no means for that 
purpose. 

About the year 1790, Mr. Carey visited Birmingham, 
and became acquainted with the excellent .Mr. Pearce, 
whose kindred soul entered with ardour into all his views. 
Some or the leading members of Mr. Pearce's church were 
also much interested in his proposals, and promised to 
assist him. One in particular, urged him to prepare his 
thoughts for publication, _and made an offer of ten pound~ 
towards the printing. On his return to Northampton, he 
met with Mr. Fuller, and two other brethren, to whom he 
communicated what had passed, and requested that one 

H 
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of them would undertake the publication. 
c\ined, but recommended him to keep his 
view. 

This they de­
object still in 

In the spring of the year 1791, a meeting of minis~e_rs 
was held at Clipslone, which brought the matter to a cns1s. 
Two sermons were preached on that occasion, aud after­
wards printed. The fir~t was by Mr. Sutcliffe, from 1 
Kings x1x. 10, on "JealousJ for 1he Lord of Hosts." The 
other was delivered by Mr. Fuller, from Haggai i. 2, on 
"The Pernicious Influence of Delay in Matters of Reli­
gion." The latter of these sermons made such an impres­
sion on the minds of the ministers present, and the audi­
ence in general, as will not easily be forgotten. Every 
heart was penetrated with the subject; and the ministers 
reti1ed, scarcely al,le to ~peak to one another. A scene 
of such deep solemnity has seldom been witnessed. Mr. 
Carey, perceiving the impression on all around him, could 
not suffer the company to separate until they had come to 
some resolution on the forming of a Missionary Society; 
and a society would then have been formed, l,ut for the 
well known deliberative prudence of Mr. Sutcliffe. The 
resolution made at that time was, that as Mr. Carey was 
known to have a manuscript by him on the subject, he 
should be requested to publi,h it at an early opportunity. 
His pamphlet appeared soon afterwards, un<ler the title of 
"An Inquiry into the Obligations of Christians to send the 
Gospel to the Heathen." 

The annual association was held at Nottingham, in the 
spring of 1792, and Mr. Carey was appointed to preach. 
His sermon was founded on Isaiah !iv. 2, 3. Having ob­
served that the church of Go<l is there addressed as a des­
olate widow, dwelling alone in a little cottage; that the 
command to enlarge her tent contained an intimation, that 
there should be an increase iri her family; and that to ac­
count for so unexpected a change, she was told, that her 
"Maker was her husband," who should be "called the God 
of the whole earth," he took up what he conceived to be 
the spirit of the passage in two exhortations ; namely, EX• 

PECT GREAT THTNGS-ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS. The ef­
fect of this discourse was considP.rable. A resolution was 
passed, "That against the next meeting of ministers at 
Kettering, a plan should be prepared for the purpose of 
forming a society for propagating the gospel among the 
heathen." Mr. Carey at the same time generously propos-
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ed to devote the profits which might arise from his late pub­
lication, to the use of such a society. 

The ministers accordingly assembled at Kettering, Oct. 
2, 1792. After the public services were over, they retired 
for prayer, and pledged themselves most solemnly to God 
and to one another, that they would make an attempt to 
evangelize the heathen. Hitherto there were no openings 
for a mission in any particular direction, no missionaries 
provided, nor any funds to meet the expense. The sum of 
thirteen pounds only was subscribed, and soon after seven­
ty pounds were collected by Mr. Pearce at Birmingham; 
but until a more specified object was proposed, no appeal 
could with any propriety be made to the public. At two 
subsequent meetings, in October and November, .Mr. Carey 
offered himself as a missionary, and was accPpted. 

While things were thus proceeding, Providence was pre­
paring the way to India, by the most unexpected means. 
Mr. John Thomas, who had formerly been a surgeon in 
London, and who was totally unknown to the Society, had 
been several years in Bengal, preaching the gospel occa­
sionally to the natives. On his return to London, he en­
deavoured to establish a fund for a mission to that country, 
and called on the Rev. Abraham Booth for his advice, who 
immediately communicated the information to the newly 
formed Society, and recommended Mr. Thomas to their at­
tention. The Society invited Mr. Thomas lo their meet­
ing, on Jan. 10, 1793, after having received a satisfactory 
answer to their inquiries; and late in the evening, while 
they were in full deliberation, his arrival was announced. 
Impatient to behold his colleague, he entered the room in 
haste; and Mr. Carey l'ising from his seat, they fell on 
each other's necks and wept. The committee, then assem­
bled at Kettering, accepted their joint services, and engag• 
ed to do all in their power to provide the means of sending 
them to India. 

"From Mr. Thomas's account we saw," says Mr. Fuller, 
" there was a gold mine in India, but it seemed almost as 
deep as the centre of the earth. Who will venture to ex­
plore' it? 'I will venture to go down,' said Carey to his 
brethren ; ' but remember that you must hold the ropes.' 
We solemnly engaged to do so, nor while we live shall we 
desert him.'' 

The holy confidence which Mr. Fuller felt on this occa­
sion, was expressed in his correspou<lence with distant min-
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isters, whose co-operation he solicited on behalf of this 
great undertaking." 

"Our hearts and hands," says he, "are full. We have 
oot gone about this business in a hurry; we have been 
praying for it, by monthly prayer-meetings, for these eight 
or nine years; and now we wish to do something more 
than pray. Some have questioned whether the mission can 
be supported. For my part, I believe IN Gon, and have 
not much doubt but that a matter begun as this was, will 
meet his approbation; and that he who has inclined the 
hearts of our brethren hitherto so much beyond our expec­
tations, will go on to incline their hearts, 'not to lose the 
things which they ha,·e wrought.' I confess I feel sanguine 
in my hopes; but they are fixed in God. Instead of fail­
ing in the enterprise, I hope to see not only that, but many 
others accomplished. I hope the Society will never slack­
en its efforts, while there are such vast numbers of 
heathens in almost every part of the world. It would do 
your heart good to sec the love to Christ, and the souls of 
men, discovered in many parts of the country, in readily 
contributing to the mission. I feel an exquisite satisfac­
tion that we have made the attempt; the isssue is in His 
hands whose cause it is."• 

On the 20th of March, Jnl3, previous to the departure 
of the missionaries, a day of holy convocation was held at 
Leicester. The former part of it was wholly devoted to 
prayer. In the afternoon, Mr. Thomas preached from Psi. 
xvi. 4. " Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten af­
ter another god ;" and a public collection was made for 
the mission. In the evening, Mr. Hogg of Thrapstone 
deliverecl a suitable discourse on the solemn occasion, from 
Acts xxi. 14. "And when he would not be pnsuaded, 
we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done." Mr. 
Fuller addressed the missionaries from John xx. 21. 
"Peac~ be unto you; as my Father have sent me, even so 
send I you." 

"Every part of the solemnities of this day," said he, 
"must be affecting; but if there be one part which is more 
so than the rest, it is that which is allotted to me, deliver­
ing to you a solemn p~rting address. But the hope of your 
undertaking being crowned with rncce~s, swallows up all 
my sorrow. I could myself go without a tear, (so at least 
I think) and leave all my friends and connections, in such 

* Baptist MagaziDe, 1816, pp. 453,454. 
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a. glorious cause." After a striking illustration of the· 
words of his text, in which he adverted to the ends of 
Christ's own mission, " to offer himself a sacrifice for sin, 
and by his blood to obtain eternal redemption for poor lost 
sinners," he called the attention of the missionaries to­
the objects they must keep in view-the directions they 
must observe-the difficulties they would have to encoun­
ter-and the reward which, they might expect. "Go, 
then," said he, in closing the address, " my dear brethren, 
stimulated by these prospects. We shall meet again. 
Crowns of glory await you and us. Each, I trust, will be 
addressed in the last day, 'Come, ye blessed of my Father 
-enter ye into the joy of your Lord.' " 

This affectionate address was printed before the mission­
aries left England, and Mr. Carey has the following refer­
ence to it in his diary under the date of Jan. 29, 1794. 
"This evening, after a day of dejection, I had much relief 
in reading over Mr. Fuller's charge to us at Leicester: the 
affection there manifested almost overcame my spirits."* 

It was doubtless an affecting stroke, both to Mr. Carey 
and the church at Leicester, to separate, never more to see 
each other in the flesh. They esteemed him highly for his 
work's sake; but though greatly affected at the thought of 
losing a faithful pastor, they offered no objection to his 
going. "His church mourns," said Mr. Fuller, "but no 
one murmurs." "We have been praying," said one of 
them, "for the spread of Christ's kingdom among the 
heathen; and now God requires us to make the first sacri­
fice to accomplish it." They also vindicated his conduct 
in~iv_idually, when censured by the adversaries of the 
m1ss10n. 

A mission to Bengal having now been decided on, a 
great difficulty arose as to the means of conveying the mis­
sionaries to the place of their destination. Mr. Thomas 
having been in the service of the East India Company, 
could go in one of th~ir ships; but for Mr. Carey no such 
liberty could be obtained. Mr. Thomas ventured, however, 
to take him on board, with the leave of the captain; but 
when they arrived at the Isle of Wight, they were com­
pelled to quit the vessel, the captain having understood 
that an information would be laid against him for taking 
them without the Company's permission. They immedi-

* Periodical Accounts, vol. I. p. 166. 
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ately repaired to Mr. Carey's dwelling, at Hackleton, near 
Northampton, and after a little time prevailed on Mrs. 
Carey and the family to accompany them on the voyage, as 
soon as a safe conveyance could be provided, In the 
course of a few days, a Danish East lndiaman arrived in 
the Downs from Copenhagen, and learn was obtained from 
the Danish Court to take the missionaries and their fami­
lies to Serampore, where they would be under the protec­
tion of the Danish Governor. On the 13th of June, Ii 93,. 
they embarked in the Kron Princesse Mariie, captain 
Christmas, commander; and on the 17th of October follow­
ing, the vessel arrived in the Bay of Bengal. 

The Baptist Mission having thus arisen out of the labours 
and writings of Mr. Fuller, powerfully seconded and ap­
plied by his coadjutor, he immediately became the life and 
soul of the undertaking; replenishing its resources, and 
directing all its movements. The labours of these emi­
nent men had a reciprocal influence on each other ; the 
successful and zealous Missionary imparted to the Secre• 
tary fresh energies, w bile the latter provided for the former, 
the means and the hopes of success. Never were two 
minds more congenial, more powerfully directed towards 
one objeci, or less ambitious of the honour arising from its 
attainment. Mr. Ilinton, with great propriety, in his ser­
mon at the Spa-Fields Chapel, compared the mission to a 
chain, of which Fuller and Carey constituted the two end 
links, one fixed in the east, and the other in the western 
world.* • 

Those who knew Mr. Fuller will not be rnrprised that 
so much must be said of this Mission, in the shortest Me­
moir of him that can be written. It was inseparable from 
his mind, and depended under God chiefly on his exertions. 
For several years, though these were unremitted, they seem­
ed unavailing, so far as respected its great and ultimate 
object. No success attended the labours of the missiona­
ries. Both parties, however, at home and abroad, cultivated 
the field, and waited patiently for the influences of heaven 
to water the seed sown. Friendless, and often pennyless, 
in a strange land, surrounded by those, and by scarcely 
any others but those, who were engrossed with the pursuit 
of wealth and ambition, and who lived in luxury and vain 
show, Carey, unseduced and undismayed, laboured in the 
acquisition of the native languages; in addressing the Hin-

" Aoniversary Meeting, June 21, 1815. 
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doos and l\Iussulmans, not neglecting his own countrymen, 
and in translating the scriptures into llengalee, the language 
which three fourths of the natives best understood. Ilut 
for seven long years he was not gladdened by the existence 
of one consistent convert, though often disappointed by the 
most promising appearances. We shall form an improper 
estimate of the importance of these measures, great as they 
are in themselves, if we limit-our view to their own direct 
and intrinsic value. They, in fact, first suggested and gave 
the impulse which produced those movements that have 
since issued in the erection of missionary societies on a 
much larger scale-in itineracies at home-in societies for 
the distribution of religious tracts-and in the mighty en­
gine of 'fliE IllUTISII AND FOHF.IG'.)I RIDLE SOCIETY, with 
its numerous auxiliaries, of which chain of admirable un­
dertakings they were the first link. 

So far from arrogating to himself any preeminent dis­
tinction, or of attaching to his own services any peculiar 
importance, Mr. Fuller not only admitted his brethren to 
an equal participation, but a~cribcd the success of the 
whole undertaking, under Gou, to their exertions. Pearce's 
activities in the first instance, an<l Sntcliffe's abiding coun­
sels, were consiclere<l by him as the pillars of this spiritual 
temple. It is true, they were to him like Aaron and Hur; 
while he himself was Moses, the leader of the host. If 
others assiste<l in forming plans, or in giving their advice, 
he was the agent in every bold exertion ; and to his ener­
gies they were indebted for the performance ofan enterprise. 

The labours which the barren years of this mission, as 
well as its future periods of success and extension, occa­
sioned to Mr. Fuller, it is not easy to enumerate. They 
were witnessed and reported by others, though he dwelt 
little upon them in his own conversation. But the consul­
tations which he held-the correspondence he maintained 
-the personal solicitations which he employed-the con­
tributions he collected-the management of these and oth­
er foods-the selection, probation, and improvement of in­
tended missionaries-the works which he composed and 
compiled on these subjects-the discourses he delivered­
and the journeys he accomplished to extend the knowledge 
and to promote the welfare of the mission, required energy 
almost unequalled. Or if we retract this word, it is only 
on account of the ne_xt to supernatural talents and applica­
tion discovered by a native of England, under thirty years 
of age,in the torrid zone, without liberal education, patronage 
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or friends, unfurnished with money, and scarcely supplied 
with the necessaries of life ; often involved in domes­
tic affliction, and suffering from ill health; who acquired the 
knowledge of numerous, and these the most difficult, orien­
tal languages, dissimilar in structure and genius to those of 
Europe; who translated the scriptures in whole or in part into 
all of these; who printed, published, and circulated them; 
who composed and printed large and voluminous grammars 
of these languages in English ; who has translated some of 
the principal works into English, from these languages, 
not one word of which he knew for more than twenty years 
before he began these tasks: all which acquisitions and 
employments were carried on without any view to emolu­
ment, receiving only bare support from the funds of the 
mission, while throwing into these his own salary of near­
ly two thousand pounds a year, as Professor of Sanscrit, 
Bengalee, and Mahratta, in the College of Fort William, 
and while engaged in cares, undertakings, and personal 
labour~, of themselves more than sufficient for most other 
men, living in their native country, and in the most favour­
able circumstances! But to return : 

The pecuniary concerns of the mission involved consid­
erable expense and difficulty; all would depend on a suc. 
cessful appeal to the religious public, and the means must 
be provided hy their voluntary contributions. Mr. Fuller, 
however, said at the commencement of the undertaking, 
"Only let us have faith, and we shall not want money;" 
and his indefatigable labours verified the truth of the re­
mark. The sum of five hundred pounds was required to 
be raised in the space of three or four months, for the 
equipment of the first two missionaries; and more than 
twice the amount was readily provided. Encouraged by 
such an auspicious introduction, Mr. Fuller travelled and 
preached in almost all parts of the kingdom, collecting for 
the mission, and rousing attention to its concerns. During 
the whole of his career, he kept up a continual intercourse, 
presented the subject before the public in every variety of 
form, circulated intelligence with the utmost celerity, con­
ducted all the correspondence between the missionaries and 
the society, generally made the annual collections in the 
city, superintended all the consignments, and was, in fact, 
the minister both for the foreign and home department. 

Mr. Fuller's invitation to visit Scotland arose from the 
interest which the mission there created among Christians 
of all denominations. He had indeed been previously 
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known to the excellent Dr. Erskine, and was highly es­
teemed by several other persons; a correspondence con­
nected with the subject of the first edition of" The Gospel 
worthy of all Acceptation," having been kept up for some 
time. His volume also on the moral tendency of Socinian­
ism, had been very generally read, and was much admired 
and recommended by the friends of vital and practical re­
ligion; particularly by Dr. Er.skine, Dr. Hunter, Professor 
of Divinity, l\1r. M'Lean, and many others; but for two or 
three years the mission excited little attention am,rng the 
Christians of the north. Nor did it obtain any support, 
until similar societies and undertakings were set on foot, 
which brought it into notice and consideration. 

The Rev. Archibald M'Lean, pastor of the oldest Bap­
tist church in Edinburgh, was one of the first persons in 
Scotland who took any particular interest in the llaptist 
Mission; but his. labours in various ways tended much to 
engage the attention of the people of that country towards 
it. A bout the close of the year Ji!)5, he preached a ser­
mon to his own congregation on the subjection of all nations 
to Christ, from Psal. xxii. 27, 28; and urged upon his 
brethren the duty of using means for its accomplishment. 
The subject was at this time in a great measure new to 
the Baptist churches in Scotland, among whom the senti­
ment of Christ's personal reign ·upon earth, during the mil­
lenial period, had hitherto been almost universally preva­
lent. But the publication of that discourse, which the 
author followed up by a Narrative of the proceedings oi 
the Baptist Society in England for propagating the l,(O~pel 
among the heathen, and which was accompanied by au 
earnest address to the people of God in Scotland, to use 
means for the universal spread of the gospel, tended emi­
nently to engage the attention of the religious public to 
the subject. Shortly afterwards, Mr. M'Lean preached a 
sermon at the Circus, and collected more than a hundred 
pounds, which he remitted to the Ilaptist. Missionary Soci­
ety. The church of which he was the pastor, with several 
others, now made collections also, and remitted jointly 
about a hundri!tl and filly pounds more; a disphy of Cl1ri8-
tian liberality which called forth the gratitude of Mr. c~rey 
and his missionary brethren. The subject was soon taken 
up generally throughout Scotland, both among the dissent­
ing classes, and the members of the established church. 

The concerns of the mission beginning to expand upon 
a wider scale, and demanding larger supplies than British 
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benevolence could conveniently furnish, Mr. Fuller made 
his first tour into Scotland in 1799. But being intimidated 
by the prospect of meeting these sons of the north, for 
whose intellectuul abilities he always entertained a very 
high opinio11, he took with him Mr. Sutcliffe of Olney, in 
whose wisdom and prudence he placed the utmost confi­
dence. 

The first idea of risiting Scotland was suggested to Mr. 
Fuller by a gentleman who at the same time remitted a 
hundred pounds for the service of the mission, when its 
funds were in a low state. He accepted the invitation, 
and arrived at Edinburgh in c0mpany with l\lr. Sutcliffe, 
Oct. l l, I in!). Here he met with a reception due to his 
talents, his character, and the 111agnitude of the object in 
which he was eugage<l. To no class of Christians is the 
mission more iudeuteJ, than to our Scottish brethren, 
whose liberality not only esseutially contributed to its 
prosperity, and gave a powerful stimulus to the activities 
of its principal agent, uut whose multiplied kindnesses 
made a deep and lasting impression on the heart of the 
Secretary. 

But our mercies come not without our trials. During 
this journey, the mournful tidings of Mr. Pearce's death 
overtook 1\lr. Fuller at Glasgow; and it was chiefly in 
contemplation of that event, ;hat he engaged to supply 
this lrrck of service on the part of that emineutly pious 
am] acti\'C man. And in a lelter from that place, dated 
Oct. rnth, 179!), Mr. Fuller expressed his first feeliugs of 
the irreparable loss, in the following abrupt exclamations. 
-"P~:AllCE is dead! Oh, Jonathan, thou wast slain upon 
thy high places! I am distressed for thee, my brother 
Jonathan! Oh that we may all emulate him ! Try while 
your rnincl is warm to draw his character. ·write all you 
can remember of him. l\Icmoirs of his life must be publish­
ed: he is another Brainerd." The Memoirs were publish­
ed ; and the religious world has long had an opportunity of 
judging of their merits. 

Writing from Liverpool, on his return from the north, 
Mr. Fuller says, "l hal'e now Leen out nearly thirty days; 
have travelled about ei~ht hundred miles, and ~ollccted 
nearly as many pounds. I never saw such numerous 
congregations as at Edinburgh and Glasgow. My heart 
was dismayed at the sight, especially on a Lord's day 
evening. Nearly five thousand people attended; and some 
thousands it was supposed went away, unable to get in. 
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To-morrow I preach here three times, administer the Lord's 
supper, and make a collection for the mission. Consider­
ing my constant labours, preaching almost every evening in 
the week during my journey, my health is singularly good." 
After his return home, he found that he hacl travelled nine 
hundred miles, and collected full nine hundred pounds. 

Agreeable intelligence having arrived from India, a day 
of public thanksgiving was held at Leicester, August 19, 
ISO I. The warm and lively leelings which this event excited 
in the mind of Mr. Fuller, may be seen in the following 
extracts of a letter, which was dictated by him on that 
occasion, and sent from the Society to the Missionaries. 

"Dearly beloved in our Lord! 

"All your communications are grateful; but the last, up 
to Feb. 14, 1801, arc peculiarly reriving toour hearts. 
And we are met this day to give thanks unto the Lord 
becatise he is good, for his mer-cy towards Israel endureth 
for ever, and because the foundation of the Lord's house is 
laid. 

"The friendship of Messrs. Browne and Buchanan, and 
of people in general-the kindness of Governor Bie, and 
the Danish magistrates-the recovery of such of you as 
were affiicted-the finishin!! of the New Testament-the 
instances of mercy toward~- Europeans who have visited 
you-the effectual work um;mg the Hindoos-in short, the 
prosperity and hurmony o:' the church and family-are 
events for which we as wt:11 as you, brethren, are con­
strained to say, 'The Lord lrnth done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.' 

"\V c can easily conceive how a sense of your unworthiness 
and unfitness for the work, should render the grace which 
has appeared to you overwhelming. We feel the same. 
It is truly astonishing, that God should work at all by 
such unworthy instruments as we are. But his mercy 
endurcth for ever. He ,worketh for his great name's sake. 
To him be the glory for ever and ever ! 

"Under God we feel the most perfect confidence in you 
all. Your fidelity, your prudence, your zeal, and unwearied 
diligence, refresh our spirits. Though absent from you in 
the flesh, yet we are with you in the spirit, joying and 
beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in 
Christ. Your sorrows and your joys are ours. It affords 
us great satisfaction, that after having waited so long in 
the choice of mistiionaries, those who were last sent out 
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have proved so acceptable.~ God seems to be binding us 
all to one another, by new and endearing ties. To those 
who first encountered the work, the brethren that followed 
looked up as their guides and directors, rejo_icing in the 
day that enabled them to take their stand by their side;­
while on the other hand, to those who followed after, the 
brethren that first arrived, have now to look, as the instru­
ments by which they have been blessed. To their going 
may be attributed, your present comfortable settlement, 
the printing of the New Testament, &c. How precious 
are God's thoughts, thus to interweave our interests, and 
sweetly compel us to love one another! 

"Ilc assured that we will do our utmost to meet your 
pecuniary wants ; and such is the confidence which the 
rc!igious public in Britain have in you, that we are per­
suaded they will never suffer you to fail for want of support. 
Many hundreds esteem it a privilege to give their annual 
token of lol'c, and would feel sorry to be deprived of it. 

"Present our grateful acknowledgmcnts to Governor 
Ilic for all his kindness. The Lord grant that he may 
partake of the blessings of that gospel, over the publishers 
of which he has extended his protection. Also to Messrs. 
Drowne and Buchanan. May the richest of blessings rest 
on them in their respective labours for Christ! Present 
also our brotherly love to Mr. Forsyth, for the kindness he 
has shown in the days of affliction : also to Mr. Cunning­
h:une, and l\Jr. Udney, for their manifold expressions of 
love towards the cause of Christ in Hindostan. We could 
wish to come ourselves, and give the right hand of fellow­
ship to all the brethren. Accept our tenderest regards. 
The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirits!" 

After such an effusion of gratitude and love, after so 
much zeal, expended in so good a cause, we should hardly 
have expected that an enemy, under the Christian name, 
would presume to show his face, or attempt to damp the 
ardour by which the Baptist Missionary Society was ani­
mated. Ilut the great exertions of their Secretary moved 
the envy of some masked individual, who addressed the 
following letter to him in the beginning of 1801, in which 
he endeavoured to press some objections, too frequently 
entertained by the doubtful friends of Christianity. 

*Dr. l!rlarshman and Mr. Ward. 
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- « Reverend Sir, 

"Various and costly have been the exertions made for 
the propagation of the gospel among foreign nations. How­
ever laudable this labour of love may be, yet very consider­
able blame is attached to it; since the probability of 
greater success was in favour of a region far less distant, 
and more deserving, if charity begins at home. The wilful 
neglect of so large a part of ou_r own land, is certainly un­
pardonable. It is true, that many an expensive and fatigu­
ing journey has been undertaken, from south to north 
Britain, which has been well repaid by that which has 
taken, and is likely to take place. Yet you, sir, have rod& 
post down to the Scotch metropolis, for the purpose of 
witnessing the state of that country, with a view to aid in 
concerting the best means, by which good might be done: 
but neither yourself, nor others, who at least ought to have 
had more consideration, did condescend to halt by the way, 
either to preach or inquire into the truly deplorable state of 
ignorance and irreligion, of that large and populous tract of 
country situated between York and Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 
or, in your flight back again, to give one thought towards 
the reformation of Cumberland, or heathenish Westmore­
land. 

"If we may judge of the success which attended the 
labours of Paulin us, the first missionary sent into these parts 
from Rome, the most pleasing benefits would be the conse­
quence, upon the application of proper means. Paulinus 
is said to have baptized in one day, ten thousand persons in 
the river Swale, near Richmond in Yorkshire. The fair 
Otaheitan, the filthy Hottentot, and cruel East Indian, have 
each been sharers in missionary boon, at the expense of 
many thousands of pounds, many valuable lives, and the 
earnest labours of pious and zealous characters: and after 
all this, it cannot be said that one convert has been made; 
when, in all probability, if a tenth part had been done in 
favour of our own nation, some scores, perhaps hundreds, 
would have been praising God, and thanking you, which 
they might have done to all eternity. That the time for 
the calling of the Gentiles may be fast approaching, is the 
earnest prayer of one who is no director in these matters, 
but only an Observer." 

Mr. Fuller in reply, stated, that he should not have 
thought it necessary to notice this letter, had it not afforded 
him an opportunity of answering an objection to foreign 

I 
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missions which had been more than once advanced ;­
namely, that it interferes witli exertions in favour of our 
own countrymen. It is on this account that the above letter 
finds a place in these pages, and with a view of preserving 
Mr. Fuller's valuable remarks upon the subject. 

".I shall say but little," says he, "of the gross mistate­
ment in the letter, as that my going to Scotland in 1799, 
was to 'witness the state of that country,' and to 'concert 
measures for doing good ; that I did not condescend to halt 
and preach, between York and Newcastle;' and that 'it 
cannot be said that one convert has been made' in foreign 
m1ss10ns. Such assertions must have arisen from the want 
of information. My journey was merely owing to a kind 
invitation given me to go and receive the donations of a 
number of my fellow Christians, who were willing to con­
tribute to the giving of the holy scriptures to a great nation 
which had them not, as all the country between York and 
Newcastle have. My excursion was not a preaching one, 
though I did preach, and that to the utmost extent of my 
power. If I had taken half a year, I might have stopped 
much oftener than I did ; but then it is possible my own con­
gregation would have reminded me, that' charity begins at 
home.' ,vhether success has or has not attended foreign 
missions, the accounts which have been printed of them, 
so far .as human j udgment can go in such matters, will en­
able us to decide. 

" The only question that requires attention is, JVlietlier 
the spirit which, within the last ten years, ltas prompted 
Cltristians of different denominations to engage in foreign 
missions, has been favourable or unfavourable to the propa­
gation of the gospel at home ? 

"It is a fact which cannot be disputed, that within the 
above period there have been far greater exertions to com­
municate the principles of religion to the heatheniscd parts 
of England and Scotland, than at any former period within 
the remembrance at least of the present generation. If I 
wer~ to say, they have been five times greater than before, 
I thmk I should not exceed the truth. Nor has that part 
of the kingdom to which the writer of the letter alludes, 
been overlooked. 

"And how is this fact to be accounted for 1 Will this 
friend to village preaching, unite with Bishop Horsley, and 
say, it is the effect of political motives; and merely a new 
direction of the democratic current, which was interrupted 
by the treason and sedition bills in 1795 7 If so, we miih1 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 99 

ask, How came it to commence two years before those bills 
were passed ? How is it, that it should have prevailed, not 
so much among tho.se Dissenters who took an eager share 
in political contention, as those who had scarcely ever con­
cerned themselves in any thing of the kind? And finally, 
How is it that it should have extended to other nations 
as well as Britain, and other quarters of the world as 
well as Europe ? 

" But I suppose the writer of this letter would not at­
tribute it to this cause. How then will he account for it? 
The truth most manifestly is, that the very practice of 
which he complains has been more conducive to that which 
he recommends, than all other causes put together. It is 
natural that it should be so. A longing desire after the 
spread of the gospel, when once kindled, extends itself in 
all directions. The same principle which induces some to 
leave their native land, to impart the heavenly light, in­
duces others to contribute and pray for their success. 
And while they are doing this, it is next to impossible to 
forget their own countrymen; who, though they have ac­
cess to the written word, yet live without God in the 
world. 

"It is very singular that the example of' Paulinus,' who 
came to Britain as a missionary from Rome, about the 
year 5()6, and is said to have baptized ten thousand people 
in the river Swale, should be alleged against foreign mis-• 
sions. Allowing his converts to have been real christians, 
which however is very doubtful, according to the Observer, 
the1e was much blame attached to his labours of love, since 
the probability of greater success was in favour of Italy; 
a country far less distant than Britain, and more deserving 
of his charity, 'which should have begun at home.' 

"Unfortunately for this proverb, I do not recollect ever 
hearing it alleged but for a selfish purpose. Go and ask 
relief for some distressed object, of a wealthy man. His 
answer is, 'Charity begins at home.' True, and it seems 
to enrl there. And by the reasoning of this Observer, his 
would do the same. So long as there are any sinners in 
Britain, we must confine our attention to them. A person 
of a contracted mind, once objected to the exportation of 
our manufactures. We have many poor people in England, 
said he, who are half naked, and would be glad of them ; 
and • charity begins at home.' He was informed however 
by a merchant, that to send 01ir commodities abroad is 
not the way to impoverish, but to enrich ourselves, and 
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even to furnish the poor with clothing, by providing them 
with plenty of good employment."* 

In the beginning of June 1804, Mr. Fuller embarked for 
Ireland, to visit the Baptist churches in that part of the 
kingdom, and collect for the mission. Two of his children 
being dangerously ill at the time, he left home under great 
depression, and took an affectionate leave of his people. 
In a letter written at the close of the Sabbath, he says," I 
have baptized five persons to day, and preached my fare­
wel sermon to the church, from John xvii. 21. I •Consid­
ered, ( 1.) The object prayed for-union-'that they all 
may be one.' (2.) The model of it-the union between the 
Father and the Son, or between the Lawgiver and the 
Saviour, in the work of human redemption-' as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee.' (3.) Its influence on man­
kind-' that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.'" 

Arriving in Dublin, he found himself in a new state of 
society, and was much struck with the appearance of the 
lower classes, who seemed to be immersed in poverty and 
superstition. On the first Sabbath his heart was dismayed 
at seeing only a few genteel people, not more than forty 
or fifty, scattered about in a place of worship that would 
hold four hundred ; in the afternoon, not two hundred, in 
a place that would contain nearly two thousand ; and in 
the evening about forty more. These congregations were 
.io different from what he had seen in Scotland, that he 
said, having no body of common people mixed with them, 
they appeared "like the heads at Temple Bar." A fler­
wards, however, his hearers increased to between fi1teen 
hundred and two thousand. 

The congregations, he observes, are almost exclusirnly 
composed of Protestants, for scarcely any of the Catholics 
will attend; and those of them who are servants in Prote,:­
tant families are seldom known to unite in domestic wor­
ship. The Protestants are of various denominations, as in 
England; but amongst the generality there is a great want 
of spiritual religion, and a lamentable indifference towards 
the fundamental truths of the gospel. Those who are lax 
in doctrine, appeared to be equally so in point of morals; 
pleading for a harmless game of cards, for the innocence 
of the stage, and the virtue of theatrical performers. Mr. 
Fuller was requested to administer the Lord's supper to 
one of the churches in his own connection, where these 

* Biblical Magazine, vol. ii. pp. 165-168. 
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things were tolerated ; but he could not conscientiously 
comply, and therefore declined to hold fellowship with 
them. 

During his stay in Dublin, some of the Sandemanians 
wanted to dispute with him ; and others represented that 
he did not preach 'the gospel.' But their cold speculations 
by no means suited the genial warmth of his own system, 
nor comported with the object he had in view ; he there­
fore avoided controversy, and· laboured to cultivate the re­
ligion of the heart. He acknowledged that they were very 
calm, conversant with the scriptures, and adroit in argu­
ment; but, says he, 

'Tis Athens' owl, and not mount Sion's dove, 
The bird of knowledge, not the bird of love. 

One of the most distinguishing traits in the Irish San­
demanians, he observed, was, the marked separation made 
in public worship, between those whom they reckon be­
lievers and unbelievers; not merely in their doctrine, 
which ought to be discriminative, but in the very seats they 
occupy. Unbelievers must not sit with believers, nor will 
they engage in public prayer where they are mixed. "I 
asked one of them,'-' said Mr. Fuller, "whether he would 
engage in family prayer, if his wife, being present, were in 
his account an unbeliever? He answered, No: and I find 
that family worship is nearly, if not wholly neglected a­
mong them. A respectable minister from Edinburgh, who 
had much intercourse with these professors, afterwards 
confirmed to me this statement. He also told them and 
me, that Sandemanianism as a system was, in his opinion, 
the most destruc1ive of pure religion of any thing in any 
sect; acknowledging at the same time, that very little re­
gard was paid to family worship; that their children were 
brought up without discipline, and in habits of dissi­
pation."• 

It. may be interesting to know what opinion Mr. Fuller 
entertained on the much agitated question of Catholic 
emancipation, especially as that opinion was formed during 

* It may be proper to remark, that the peraons here denominated 
• Sandcmanians,' are rather a distinct branch of that description, who 
are otherwise called Separatists, and are chiefly the followers of Mr . 
.John Walker, late fellow of Trinity college, Dublin; and perhaps, 
should not be confounded with the general body of Sandem,1nians in 
other parts of the United Kingdom. 

I 2 
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his stay in Ireland, and while he had an opportunity 01 
becoming acquainted with the actual state of the country. 
Probably, also1 the expedient suggested for adjusting those 
claims, will approve itself to the judgment of the more tem­
perate and reflecting part of the community. A letter 
from which the above extracts are made, contains the fol­
lowing judicious paragraph : 

"l can perceive/' says Mr. Fuller, "that the galling 
circumstance to the Irish is1 that about a seventh. part of 
the population rule the rest ; and hence they are ever med­
itating some sort of revenge. If Ireland could be consid­
ered as insulated from Britain, it would seem right that so 
great a majority should have the rule; but if it be only an 
integral part of one great empire, the case is quite altered ; 
for if the Catholics could gain the ascendency, there ap­
pears to be no doubt but they would persecute, if not mas­
sacre the Protestants; and such a state of things would 
endanger the British empire. If, indeed, they would tol­
erate the Protestants, in the same manner as the Protest­
ants tolerate them, ii would be reasonable that the Catholic 
population should have the ascendency. But if not, they 
are like a mob in one of our counties, which, though they 
may have the great mass of the people on their side, ought 
not to be suffered to bear rule. Yet I should rejoice to 
see the Catholics emancipated, and placed on an equal 
footing with the Protestants, England at the same time 
keeping up a strong military force to prevent their doing 
any mischief. I wish at least that the experiment should 
be tried. If they attempted to abuse their pri,·ileges, let 
them be afterwards curtailed. It has been said by some, 
that the zeal for Catholic emancipation has nearly subsided; 
and that if they had their liberty, they would now be friend­
ly. Yet it is a fact, that though when the Dublin Catholics 
collect for a public charity, they invite Protestants, and 
they go and give ; yet at PJotestant charities, the opulent 
Catholics, when invited in return, will neither go nor give, 
at least but very rarely." 

Having collected about a hundred and fifty pounds for 
the mission, and preached in several parts of the country, 
Mr. Fuller returned home the first week in July, and found 
his family in very painful circumstances; one child died 
during his absence, and another, the source of his greatest 
troubles, was dangerously ill at a distance from home, and 
not likely to recover. Reflecting on fos late excursion, he 
says, "I have enjoyed but little pleasure in my visit to 
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Ireland. The state of my family at home, the contentions 
of the Sandemanians at Dublin, the disorders among the 
Baptists-all together, overwhelmed my spirits. Yet I 
hope I have derived some profit. The doctrine of the 
Cross is more sweet to me than ever, and some of my best 
times in preaching have been from such texts as these; 
'Unto you that believe, he is precious-That they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee-He hath 
sent me to preach the acceptable year of the Lord-He 
that hath the Son hath life-Now is the Son of Man glori­
fied, and God is glorified in him.' Oh that for me to live 
may be Christ! I wish never to preach another sermon but 
what shall bear s.:ime relation to him. I see and feel more 
and more, that except I eat the flesh and drink the blood 
of the Son of Man, I have no life in me, either as a Chris­
tian or as a minister." 

This visit also produced some good effects on the general 
interests of religion in that part of the kingdom. Mr. Ful­
ler attempted a reformation among the Baptists; and not 
succeeding in this, he assisted in forming a new society, 
founded on better principles. After his return he drew up 
some " Remarks on the State of the Baptist Churches in 
Ireland;" alleging in partiQ.Ular, that several members of 
the church in Swift's Alley, Dublin, "had disowned some 
of the most important doctrines of the gospel; such as the 
Trinity, the atonement, and justification by the imputed 
righteousness of Christ; that not only the church of which 
they were members refused to exclude them, but that a 
motion for that purpose was rejected by their general 
Association ; and that on this ground a considerable part 
of the church in Swift's Alley separated, and in August, 
1804, formed themselves into a new church.'' 

This Report was read and approved at a meeting of the 
Baptist ministers in London ; it was afterwards adopted by 
a committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, and ordered 
to be printed. The Irish churches published their Circu­
lar Letter in 1805, and admitted in reply, that there was a 
great deficiency among them, both in regard to vital godli• 
ness and church discipline, which they deeply lamented. 
At the same time they made a declaration of their religious 
sentiments, with the view of vindicating themselves from 
the charges contained in tRe "Remarks," and complain­
ed that they had been greatly misunderstood and misrep­
resented. 
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Their statement having been admitted into a periodical,• 
Mr. Fuller made his animadversions upon it through the 
same medium. "In this Vindication, (he says) it is obser­
vable, ( l.) That the 'declaration of their religious senti­
ments' makes no mention of an atonement, or of imputed 
righteousness. (2.) That the article on the Trinity i~ word­
ed in so cautious a manner, as to be capable of being un­
derstood ofa modal or Swedenborgian trinity. (3.) That if 
this 'declaration' of their sentiments be not intended to 
leave room for those who disown three divine Persons in 
the Godhead, the vicarious sacrifice of Christ, and justifica­
tion by his righteousness imputed ; and if, while they warn 
their members against 'conformity to the world,' they do 
not mean to retain such characters among them as plead 
for the innocence of the theatre and the card table ; but 
are in good earnest resolved to disown them, the breach at 
Swift's Alley would at once be healed. For those who 
have withdrawn, have declared in their letter to the church 
'that if at any future time the church should restore that 
purity of communion which is essential to a christian soci­
ety, they shall be ready to j<>Hl heart and hand with them.' 
But ( 4.) If this declaration of their sentiments be intended 
to leave room for such chai-a,,t.ers, the whole is a mere sub­
terfuge ; and instead of proving the 'Remarks' erroneouf:', 
or the separation schismatical, it abundantly justifies both 
the one and the other.!' ' 

Since, then, a partial reformation has been effected, true 
religion has in some measure been revived, and fresh efforts 
are making by an Itinerant Society in England, to dissemi• 
nate the gospel in various parts of the sister kingdom. 

To detail the numerous missionary engagements which 
followed, during the last ten years of Mr. Fuller's life, 
would be no easy task; they admitted of but little inter­
•rnission, and the same unwearied course was pursued till 
he finished it with joy. It was not usual with him to 
make any Journal of these occurrences. Once, however, 
he did so, at the request of a friend; and the substance of 
it given in the following pages, in connection with various 
subsequent events, will furnish a specimen of his general 
labours in the missionary cause. 

It will be seen that wherever he went, he was always 
endeavouring to disseminate tl\e knowledge of the truth, by 
conversation as well as preaching ; exciting a spirit of in• 

* Theolog. and Biblical l\lag. for 1806, pp. 387-392. 
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quiry, and rousing the attention of all around him. Va­
rious instances of this kind are exhibited, in connection 
with his missionary pursuits; and the mind is regaled with 
the detail of several interviews with persons of different 
sentiments, the wisdom and prudence with which they 
were conducted, and the strong sensation which his pres­
ence and his labours every where produced. From the 
time that he left home on this occasion, till his return, 
scarcely an hour seems to have elapsed, without finding 
full employq1ent for his faculties, and putting all his ener­
gies to the test. The Journal also presents us with much 
interesting information on the general state of religion in 
the north. 

CHAPTER V. 

Journal of a Tour through Srotland, in July, 1805, to collect for the 
Printing of the Scriptures in the Eastern L;ing-uages: Written by 
llfr. Fuller-his Labours in countcr .. cting the Opposition of the 
East India Company-Fourth and .Fifth Visitd to Scotland-Mis­
sionary Labours continued. 

"IIAvnrn made collections at Lincoln, Hull, Scarborough, 
and Alnwick, I arrived at Edinburgh, on Saturday night 
at eleven o'clock, June 29; where I was very kindly re­
ceived by my respected friend and his family. 

"Lord's day morning, June 30, I received an invitati0n 
from the little Baptist church, meeting at Cordiner's Hall, 
to preach to them in the aftern0on, and administer the 
Lord's Supper ; and to continue these services during my 
stay at Edinburgh. In the forenoon [ preached at Mr. 
Aikman's Tabernacle, where a second church of the new 
Independents assemble. In the afternoon I went to Cor,; 
diner's Hall, where we had about two hundred hearers; 
but the church members were not more than twelve or 
fourteen. They were baptized by Mr. Page, while a stu­
dent in Edinburgh. 1 hope their study is to cultivate 
christian love, and to avoid contention. One of the Tab­
ernacle preachers lately joined them; but their thoughts 
are turned towards a young man as their pastor, who is 
now with brother Sutcliffe at Olney. I preached this after• 
noon from 1 John iv. 10, and enjoyed more solemn pleas­
ure than at auy other time while I was in Scotland. In 



106 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 

the evening I preached at Mr. Haldane's Tabernacle to 
about three thousand people, and had an interesting op-
portunity. . • 

"In the week I travelled in company with my friend, and 
preached at Dalkeith and Haddington. On the former of 
these excursions, we had an interesting conversation on 
some points lately in dispute between myself and Mr. 
Abraham Booth.* 

"During my week's stay at Edinburgh, I perceived that 
some who had been highly serviceable in carrying on the 
work of God, were verging fast towards Sandemanianism, 
and I trembled for the consequences. The warmth with 
which they contend that there is no difference between 
the faith of devils and that of christians, as to the nature 
of it, will render faith a mere bone of contention, and their 
zeal will all be consumed in the tithing of mint and cum­
min. Perhaps also this will be the last time that I shall 
be admitted into their pulpits. 

"One afternoon we had the company of six or seven of 
the leading men of this connection, and they all beset me 

-on these topics, but in perfect good humour. They con• 
tended for what they call 'the exhortations of the brethren;' 
that is, that in the public worship of the Lord's day some 
part of the time should be taken up by one, two, or more 
of the private brethren, standing up one by one, and speak­
ing from a text of scripture. The officiating pastor for the 
time, stands up and says, 'If any of the brethren have a 
word of exhortation, we shall be glad to hear him.' Then 
one rises, and speaks a few minutes; then another, and 
sometimes a third. After this, the pastor preaches. 

"I asked the company what scriptural authority there 
was for this practice. They referred me to Heh. x. 25. 
'Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is, but e:clwrting one another; and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching.' I said I always 
thought that this was meant of exhorting one another to 
assemble, and not when assembled. I might also have add­
ed, that according ~o !he preceding vers~, there i~ the same 
repm for appropriating a part of puhhc worship to ' con-

~idering ·one ~n~ther,' and so of having a silent meeting, 
ns fur appropnatmg another part to exhorting one another ; 

" A few particulars of this conversation, and of some others in the 
course of the Journal, will appear in a subsequent Chapter. 
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and the former might as well be made a christian ordinance 
as the latter. 

" It is true, mention is made in the New Testament of 
'exhortation.' But it was not common to the brethren : it 
was the work of persons in office. ' He that exhorted was 
to attend to exhortation,' as well as he that teacheth, on 
teaching. It is a branch of the pastoral office, which was 
. 'to teach, and to exhort, and to reprove, with all longsuffer-
ing and doctrine.' ' 

" There was a practice indeed in the primitive churches, 
called 'prophecying,' which they might all engage in, one 
by one: but this; if it contained nothing extraordinary, was 
nevertheless a gift which every one did not possess. See 
I Cor. xiv. 1. And the words, 'ye may all prophesy, one 
by one,' means only those who had the gift of doing so to 
edification. To leave it to every one who chooses to stand 
up, and engage in public worship, is neither to edify the 
church, nor tending to the conviction of unbelievers: yet 
such was the design of primitive prophesying, I Cor. xiv. 
24. Another evening when in company, I was asked by a 
warm Sandemanian, Whether God was to be known, or a 
sinner convinced of sin, by any other medium than the 
cross of Christ. I answered, God is not to be knownfully, 
through any other medium ; but he has made himself known 
in part, by the works of creation and providence ; so much 
so, as to leave the heathen 'without excuse.' The moral 
law is also a medium, through which is 'the knowledge 
of sin.' 

"One of the company denied, that the law alone could 
convince men of sin. But as he acknowledged a few days 
afterwards, that he was betrayed into some extremes in 
that conversation, I do not know that I ought to consider 
it as his settled opinion. Yet I have been since informed 
that it is almost a fixed principle among them, that there is 
no conviction of sin but by the gospel. I have no doubt, 
indeed, but that all hope of mercy arises from the gospel, 
and that the death of Christ is adapted to convince of sin; 
but then it is as honom·inr; tlte law. Nothing can be more 
self-evident than what is expressly asserted in the scrip­
tures; that 'by the law is the knowledge of sin.' • Disown 
the law, and there is nothing in the death of Christ, or in 
the gospel, which has any such tendency. 

"During the week, I called on Mr. M'Lean, and talked 
over our controversy. He was very friendly, and thanked 
me for calling on him. I told him I was not sure that I 
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should never take any notice of his performance ; but my 
hands had hitherto been too full, and perhaps might con­
tinue to be so. I mentioned to him some things which I 
thought were far from brotherly. He replied, If it were to 
do acrain there are some things which I should omit.* 

"On Lord's day evening, July 6, I made a collection at 
Mr. Haldane's Tabernacle, where nearly four thousand 
people attended. I was given to expect but a small col­
lection, as the Tabernacle churches were then sending out 
two missionaries to Tranquebar. There were, however, a 
great many Kirk people present, who were very cordial, 
and helped much, as was supposed, to augment the sum, 
which amounted to one hundred and twenty six pounds. 
One of the Kirk ministers at Edinburgh did all in his pow­
er to promote the object. 

"On Tuesday, July 8, I set off, in company with my 
friend, on a tour of three weeks; preaching and collecting 
every night except Saturdays, and commonly three times 
on a Lord's day. On Tuesday we reached Dunfermline, 
where I preached in the pulpit of the celebrated Ralph 
Erskine, and collected about thirty pounds. 

"Wednesday, we went to Kirkaldy, where I met with 
extraordinary kindness, both from the Kirk ministers and 
the Seceders, who seemed to vie with each other in good­
ness. I named this place Kind Kirkaldy. We collected 
about forty pounds, and after preaching went a stage. 

"Thursday, the 10th, travelling through Fifeshire, we 
breakfasted at Cupar, where my companion had a friend. 
who called upon us at the inn. I suppose I was unknown 
to the stranger, who was a warm Sandemanian, and I en­
joyed the treat of their conversation incognito. After it 
was over, I said to my friend, Verily, the faith of a Sandc­
manian ought not to be charged with being dead or inop­
erative : it operates like fire under a cauldron, causing his 
his blood to boil against all that do not think with him!­
A bout noon we crossed the Tay, and soon arrived at 
Dundee; where we presently found ourselves in the midst 
of a circle of friends, who had come to meet us. During 
the interview, I was asked to give my ideas of the atone­
ment and substitution of Christ, and a long conversation 

* The Editor does not understand this of the gener.tl sentiments in 
dispute between these two eminent men, but of those insinuations 
which Mr. Fuller thought "were far from brotherly;" several of 
which were afterwards alluded lo in his Strictures on Sandemani­
anum. 
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ensued. After the sermon, at which twenty three pounds 
were collected, a large company came to spend the evening. 
I found they had laid their accounts with a conversation on 
various subjects till midnight; but I was entirely worn out 
with labour, and obliged to go abruptly to bed. 

"Friday, the 11th, we proceeded to Montrose, where we 
were treated very kindly; and after the sermon, about 
fourteen pounds were collected. 

"Saturday, the 12th, reached Aberdeen at about six in 
the evening. Paid my respects to several of the ministers, 
and adjusted the work of the Sabbath. I agreed to spend 
the forenoon with a few Baptists, who meet in an upper 
ro0m ; the afternoon, to preach and collect at the Indepen­
dents, in Mr. Haldane's connection; and in the evening, 
at the Independents' place, called the Lock Chapel. 

"Lord's day. At the morning meeting I found eight or 
ten Baptists, residing in Aberdeen. They were not in a 
state of fellowship; ancl whether they were sufficiently 
united to be formed into a church, appeared rather doubtful. 
At the same time, three persons applied to me for baptism. 
The first was a young man who had been a Socinian, but 
professed of late to be ·convinced of the way of salvation 
through the· atonement of Christ, and of all the other cor­
responding doctrines. The next was a simple hearted 
man, with whose religious profession I was well satisfied. 
The third was a woman, and her's was a singular case. 

"As l was going to the morning meeting, I was called 
asirle by a respectable minister, and told to this effect­
' You will be requested to baptize a woman before you 
leave Aberdeen. I have no prejudice against her on ac­
count of her being a Baptist; but I think it my duty to tell 
you that she was a member of one of our churches in 
this neighbourhood, and was excluded for bad conduct.' 
What conduct? 'Dishonesty towards her creditors.' Very 
well; l thank you for the information, and will make a 
proper use of it. , . 

"Though I was applied to at the morning meeting to 
baptize these persons, I did not hear their personal profes­
siong till after the evening sermon. They then came to 
my inn, where I conversed with each one apart. When 
the woman was introduced, the following is the substance 
of what passed between us. Well, Margaret, you have liv­
ed in the world about forty years ; how long do you think 
you have known Christ 1 'A little more than a year.' What, 
no loncrer 1 'I think not.' And have you never professed 

• o K 
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to know him before -that time? 'Yes, and was a member 
of an Independent church for several years.' A member 
of a church, and did not know Christ ! How was that 1 
'I was brought up to be religious, and deceived myself and 
.others in professing to be so.' And how came you to leave 
that church 7 'I was cut off.' What, because you were a 
Baptist? 'No, because of my bad conduct.' Of what then 
had you been guilty 7 'My heart was lifted up with vanity, 
I got in debt for clothes and other things; and then pre­
varicated, and did many bad things.' And it was for these 
things they cut you off? 'Yes.' And do you think they 
did right? ' Oh yes.' And how came you to the knowl­
edge of Christ at last? 'When I was cut off from the church, 
I sunk into the deepest despondency-I felt as an outcast 
from God and man-I wandered about, speaking as it were 
to nobody, and nobody speaking to me. My burden seem­
ed heavier thau I could bear. At that time a passage or 
two of scripture came to my mind, and I was led to see 
that through the cross of Christ there was mercy for the 
chief of sinners. I wept much, and my sin was very bit­
ter. But I saw there was no reason to despair, for the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. lt is from 
thence I date my conversion.' And do the minister, and 
the church of which you were a member, know of all this7 
'Yes.' Why did you not go and confess it before them, 
and be restored! 'Partly because I have removed my situ­
ation, some miles from them ; and partly because I felt in 
my conscience that I was a Baptist.' 

"After the conversation I saw the minister who had told 
me of her, and informed him of the whole; adding, that 
the church in his connection had done well in excluding 
Margaret, and the Lord I hoped had blessed it to her sal­
vation. He could not object to the propriety of my con­
duct in baptizing her, on my own principles. Next morn­
ing I rose at five o'clock, and baptized the three persons at 
a mill dam, about five miles from the city ; whither \\'e 
went in a post chaise, and returned about eight o'clock. 
There were upwards of a hundred people present. 

"At nine we set off on our return from the north ; and 
after travellin~ about forty miles, I stopped and preached 
at the Methodist chapel at Brechin. 

"Tuesday morning, July 15, set off for Perth; where I 
preached and collected for the mission. The clergyman 
of the parish, a venerable old man, was very kind to us. 
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Here also I received a donation of twenty pounds from a 
gentleman in the neighbourhood. 

"Wednesday, set off for Stirling, about forty miles. I 
preached and collected at the Burgher meeting-house ; but 
it seemed to them a strange thing for a Baptist to be in 
their pulpit. The minister was not present; but he after­
wards appeared at my lodgings, and supped with us. 

"Thursday, by dinner time, we reached Glasgow, where 
we met with an affectionate reception. Soon after dinner, 
I received an invitation from the Baptists, to be present 
at their church meeting that afternoon, and to give them a 
word of exhortation. With this I cheerfully complied; 
and at the conclusion, requested to commune with them 
on the following Lord's day, which was as cheerfully 
granted. 

"Friday, the 18th, I preached at the Tabernacle in the 
evening, for Mr. Ewing. Spent the next day partly in 
retirement. 

"Lord's day the 20th. In the forenoon I prell.ched 
at Albion chapel, the second Independent church, and col­
lected nearly eighty pounds. In the afternoon I preached 
for the Baptists, and communed with them. They are a 
poor people, and but few in number; yet they collected 
about eight pounds. This little church also supports a 
mission in the Highlands· of Scotland, where a new society 
has lately been formed. I have since had a letter from 
their missionary, in which he writes as follows: 

"' Ilellanock by Inverary, Argyleshire. We have raised 
a· little church here; the number of our members is only 
twelve; but I hope they are fully convinced of the insuf­
ficiency of any thing to save them but the righteousness of 
Christ. There is one case rather remarkable; namely, 
that of a notorious swearer and drinker, who prided him­
self in excelling every other person in these practices. He 
heard me occasionally for three years, without any effect. 
At length it pleased God to show him the evil of his way, 
and also the way of escape through Jesus Christ. He was 
added to our church in May, 1804. The concern of this 
man was observed hy all around him; his change of char­
acter was very manifest. He had the courage to set up the 
worship of God in his master's family, where he had so 
often profaned his holy name. This had a happy effect in 
the end : it led his master, who had hitherto Jived as care­
less and icrnorant as himself, to consider his way, to search 
the script~res, and to attend more closely to the preaching 
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of the gospel. The issue is, I trust, that it has been bless­
ed to his soul. Now he not only worships God in his fam­
ily, but recommends Jesus to his friends as the only 
Saviour, urging them to flee t? him for refuge from the 
wrath to come. I hope he will be shortly added to our 
number.' 

"In the evening at Glasgow, I preached at the Taber­
nacle, to nearly four thousand people. They had lately 
collected for the Bible Society, yet their contributions for 
the mission amounted to a hundred pounds. 

"Monday, July 21, I went to the country scat of Mr. 
David Dale, who added fifty pounds to the collection. I 
preached with much interest that evening at Cambuslang, 
where many of the Glasgow friends were present: but my 
strength hegan to fail me. 

"Tuesday, after dinner, I took leave of Glasgow, and 
went and preached that night to about sixteen hundred 
people at Paisley. 'l'he collection amounted to nearly for­
ty pounds. I here met with another Tabernacle minister, 
who had become a Baptist, and about half his church with 
him; but them I saw not. I could not get alone that 
night; but rose early in the morning, and walked the fields 
with him before breakfast. He wished me to write to him 
after my return; but I was afraid to promise, for want of 
time. 

"Wednesday, the 23d, set of for Greenoch. I was press­
ed to ea-JI and preach, and collect at Port Glasgow, and that 
by the clergyman of the place, who wrote to me at Paisley; 
but I could not accomplish it. At Greenoch we had a 
good auditory and collection; but after preaching, all my 
strength was dried up as a potsherd. 1 here found three 
or four young people who were Baptists, and of whom the 
Tabernacle Independents of the place, where we lodged, 
spoke in the highest terms. Understanding that I was to 
spend the next Lord's day to Kilwinning in Ayrshire, with 
another Baptist minister from the Tabernacle connection, 
they resolved to walk over, and join with us at the Lord's 
table, though it was above thirty miles distant. 

"Thursday, July 24, travelled nearly forty miles to day 
along the western coast, bearing southward. A bout six 
o'clock we reached Saltcoats. Here I found that the 
parish minister, on hearing that I was to collect at the 
Burgher meetinghouse, resolved to have a sermon at the 
same hour in the church, and a collection for the Bible 
Society. He said, however, that if l chose to preach tl1e 
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sermon in the church, and let the collection be applied to the 
Bible Society, I was welcome to do so, As soon as this 
was mentioned to me by another person, I immediately 
sent to the clergyman, offering to relinquish my own ob­
ject, and if he was agreeable, to preach the sermon in the 
church, in favour of the Bible Society. This he -acceded 
to, and I called on him before worship. I then observed, 
that he must be aware of what he had proposed being 
contrary to the rules of the Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland ; and that I should be sorry, if any ill consequen­
ces were to follow on my account. He replied, that his 
presbyters were well disposed, and he had no fears on 
that head. I then preached the sermon, and pleaded with 
all the energy I could for the Bible Society. After wor­
ship, I went to my inn ; then called to sup and lodge with 
the clergyman. (Such is the custom in Scotland.) While 
sitting in his house, I told him I felt happy in the oppor­
tunity of expressing my regard for the Bible Society, and 
requested him to add my guinea to the collection. But 
during my call at the inn, after worship, he had consulted 
with his friends, on the subject of my having been deprived 
of a collection. He therefore answered me by sayint, 'I 
cannot except your guinea; and moreover, I must insist on 
your accepting half the collection for your object ; and you 
must make no objection whatever to it. Such is the con­
clusion of our Session.' Finding him quite resolute, I 
yielded and took half the collection ; which however did 
not amount to six pounds. 

"At Saltcoats I met with one of the Baptist ministers 
from the Tabernacle connection, of whom there are nine or 
ten, who have lately been baptized. They have formed 
new churches, which are the only ones in Scotland with 
whom either myself or any other English Baptist would 
be admitted to communion. The New Baptists from the 
Tabernaclfi connection do not unite with the old Scotch 
Baptists; indeed many have come off from the old con­
nection to join them. I trust they are not striving to make 
Baptists, but to make christians; and God is greatly bless­
ing them in several places. 

"In the course ofmy journey, I made inquiry of several 
persons amongst them, why they did not unite with the 
old Baptists 1 Some answered, because many of them 
disbelieve the vicarious nature of Christ's active obedience, 
considering all that Christ did in obeying the law, as only 

Ki 
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qualifying him for making an atonement ; and that tlre 
whole of that for the sake of which we are justified, is his 
sacrifice. Besides this they alleged, there was little or 
nothing of the life of religion amongst them. 

"Meeting with an intelligent man who had separated 
himself. from the old Baptists, 1 asked him why he had left 
them. He answered, 'partly because there was scarcely 
any zeal amongst them for the promotion of Christ's king­
dom, or the conversion of sinners; and partly because the 
principle on which their members were received into fel­
lowship was such, that the great body of them must needs 
be men of no religion.' What principle is that 1 'To 
become a member with them, it is only necessary to de­
clare your creed, and conform to their rules. They dis­
claim all inquiry at that time, as to the effects which their 
faith has had upon them.' I understood by this, that 
they disclaimed what we in England call a relation of ex­
perience, as necessary to church communion. 

"Whether these accounts be accurate, I cannot say ; but 
they agree with what struck me on my former visit to 
Scotland, in I 799. Being then requested to baptize a 
Pedobaptist miuister, and several of his people, 1 askeo 
them individually for some account of their personal chris­
tianity. They all, if I recollect right, began by telling me 
their creed; or what they believed aLout the fall of Adam, 
and the way of salvation ; and if 1 had been content, they 
would have gone on and ended in things of that nature. 

"ln conversing with two or three others of the Tabernacle 
Baptists, 1 alba found there were many among the Baptists 
of the old connection, who paid no regard to family worship, 
to family government, or to the sanctification of the Lord's 
day ; judging that when the worship was m·cr, it \\·as as 
lawful to talk or deal in worldly matters as on another day. 
Indeed 1 met with one of them who was of that opinion, 
and who demanded proof from the New Testament, of the 
obligation of christians to refrain from labour on the first 
day. 

"l answered ( 1.) It appeared to me to be a moral duty 
to keep a sabbath, or it would not have made a part of the 
ten commandments; and that which is moral is of perpet­
ual obligation. (2.) I asked, whether he did not consider 
what in the New Testament is called 'the Lord's day,' as 
meaning the first day of the week? He said he did. I 
then observed, its being called the Lord's day, implies that 
it should be devoted· to the Lord. The same phraseology 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 115 

is used of the ordinance of breaking bread. And as Paul 
argued from its being the Lord's supper, that they ou"ht 
not, while attending to that, to eat their own supp;r; 
so on the same principle we may argue from its being the 
Lord's day, that we ought not, during that day, to pursue 
our own affairs. 

"Friday, July 25, we went to Kilmarnock, where we met 
with much friendly treatment: I preached at the Burgher 
meeting-house, and collected about eleven guineas. 

"We had a good deal of conversation at the inn, between 
a Baptist minister of the new connection, my fellow travel­
lers, and myself. As we sat at supper, the minister ad­
dressed himself to my Sandemanian companion, and said, 
I should like to hear some fair meaning given to such pas­
sages of scripture as these: 'Repent and believe the gospel 
-They repented not, that they might believe-If God 
peradventure will give them repentance, to the acknowledg­
ing of the truth.' How does this language comport with 
the notion of repentance being the effect of faith 1 I know 
there must be faith in God, and in his law, ere we can 
rJpent of having sinned against him. I know also that 
faith in Christ as a Saviour, is followed by continued re­
pentance : but I do not see how the above passages can be 
explained, consistently with no repentance preceding it. 

"I had no idea till then, that this minister entertained 
views on this subject so congenial with my own. My com­
panion, however, seemed desirous of evading the conver­
sation, or to tum it into another channel. Nay, said I, 
answer him. This he did not attempt; but merely alleged 
some consequence!" which he supposed would follow from 
the statement just given. Finding his mind a little rullled, 
we dropped the subject. 

"Saturday, we returned to Irvine, where we slept. 
"Lord's day, July 27, went to Kilwinning, and heard 

preaching in the morning at the Baptist place of worship, 
which consisted of an upper room, and was much crowded. 
I preached in the afternoon, an<l the pastor administered 
the Lord's supper : our travelling company joined as occa­
sional communicants. In the evening, 1 turned out, and 
preached to seven or eight hundred people on the green. 
lVe afterwards called on the parish minister, aud were 
treated with kindness and respect. 

"Monday morning, we visited several of the members of 
the Baptist church, who resided at Ir~ine. After dinner 
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we took leave of them, and proceeded to Ayr, where I was 
to preach that evening. At Ayr, we met with great kind­
ness from the Burgher minister. As soon as the service 
was ended, I took an affectionate leave of my fellow trav­
ellers, who, after journeying with me three weeks, and 
rendering me every accommodation in their power, now 
returned home; and I was obliged, in order to reach Liver­
pool in time, to travel nearly two hundred and fifty miles 
by Thursday night. 

"TuesJay forenoon, having travelled all night from Ayr, 
I reached Dumfries; preached, and collected there that 
evening. The Tabernacle minister treated me with much 
brotherly kindness. Twenty-five pounds from his friends 
were added to our collection ; and as soon as the preaching 
was over, and we had taken a little refreshment, he travel­
ed post with me all night to Carlisle. 

"Arriving at Carlisle on Wednesday morning, July 30th, 
I there took the stage for Lancaster, where l stopped for 
the night. Reached Liverpool on Thursday, where I met 
with kind attentions. But as my remarks were meant only 
for the tour of Scotland, I here conclude them, only with 
observing that l travelled nearly thirteen hundred miles, 
and collected about as many pounds. 

"One thing struck my mind in Scotland more especially, 
which I must just mention. The Scottish Independents 
are more rigid than the English ; so much so that they have 
generally excluded the Baptists from their communion. 
Yet when expelled from their churches, they seem to retain 
no bitterness, nor contempt towards them ; but on the con­
trary appear to respect them for acting up to their convic­
tions. At many places in England, if I had gone among a 
few Baptists, meeting in an upper room, and communed 
with them, at the same time that I was to preach and col­
lect among the Independents on the other parts of the day, 
it would have given offence ; and they would have been 
ready to say, especially if those Baptists had lately gone off 
from them, 'If you go among the Baptists, and encourage 
them, have your collections there also.' But neither at 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Glasgow, nor Greenoch, was this 
the case. They seemed to consider me as acting the part 
of an honest man, by encouraging those whom I thought to 
be in the right; and when I lodged with Independent minis­
ters, they would invite the Baptist friends to visit me at 
th~ir houses. I have, indeed, seen something of the same 
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spmt m England; but not so much of it as in Scotland. 
The latter seem generally tci act more from principle, and 
less from temper _than we do." 

After having made collections in various parts of Eng­
land, Scotland, and Ireland, for several years, and the 
mission had met with the most liberal support from Chris­
tians of all denominations, both among churchmen and 
dissenters, and from several of the nobility and gentry, an 
event occurred which involved the Society, and its Secre­
tary in particular, in great trouble and perplexity. Two 
missionaries having arrived in India, iu 1806, they were 
not allowed to join their brethren at Serampore; and for 
the first time, the Government seemed disposed to act a 
hostile part towards them. When the news arrived in 
England, Mr. Fuller drew up a "Statement" of all the pro­
ceedings in the name of the Society ; and went to London 
in June, 1807, "to sound the depth of the danger." On 
this occasion, he waited on several persons of high dis­
tinction, who were likely to favour the propagation of chris­
tianity, and kept his station at the helm, till the storm ap­
parently died away. 

Soon another storm arose, which filled the friends of the 
mission with great dismay, and furnished its adversaries 
with a momentary triumph. Mr. Fuller was accordingly 
called up to town in December following, and found on his 
arrival that Mr. Twining had printed a pamphlet, on the 
danger of interfering with the religious opinions of the na­
tives of lndia, and intended to bring the subject before a 
Court of Proprietors. The Rev: Mr. Owen, Secretary to 
the Bible Society, replied to the pamphlet, as far as that 
institution was concerned ; and its noble President pre­
sented a memorial to the Directors of the East India Com­
pany, and also to the Board of Control. Mr. Fuller in­
voked in vain the assistance of one or two eminent writers 
of his own denomination; he, therefore, "shut himself 
up," and in the course of two or three days produced his 
answer to Mr. Twining. Another pamphlet, by Major 
Scott Waring, speedily made its appearance, "full of all 
mischief and subtilty ," and containing a preface of 76 
pages, directed against the mission in India. . 

On hearing that some of the Directors at the Ind 1a House 
contemplated the recal, not only of Professor Carey, but of 
Dr. Buchanan, and Mr. Browne, the Episcopal clergyman, 
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who were patronized by the Bible Society, Mr. F~ller 
obtained an audience of Marquis Wellesley, who had kmd­
ly alforded protection to the rnis_siona~ies, during his Pres~­
dency in Bengal. At a second mterv1ew the noble Marq~1s 
avowed his decided opinion against the recal of the mis­
sionaries, " even if they had been in fan It," because such a 
measure, he said, would be injurious to the interests of our 
eastern dominions; but he had no idea of any blame 
whatever attaching to the missionaries, nor of any alarm 
existing in India on their account. He also promised, that 
if the Ministry should ask his opinion, he would give it in 
this way without reserve. 

The friends of the Indian missions were all on the alert, 
and employecl their influence with the Proprietors of East 
India stock ; they also called a general meeting at the new 
London Tavern, and appointed a committee to watch the 
motions of the enemy. A General Court of Proprietors 
was soon held at the India House, and Mr. Fuller, with 
many other friends, attended. " I got a good place in the 
gallery," i;ays he, "where I could see and hear all that pass­
ed. The chairman and deputy chairman appeared supe• 
rior to all . the rest, in point of intelligence and manly 
firmness ; and I could not but feel thankful that we had 
two such able men on our side. Some other business 
having been dispatched, up rose Mr. Twining, who after a 
speech of about ten minutes on the danger of interfering 
with the religious opinions of the natives of India, full of 
trembling and fear of not being thought a Christian, and 
after deprecating discussion on the subject; took the 
liberty to ask the Chairman, whether he would assure him 
that in future no such interference should be encouraged. 
Chair. 'The subject on which the honourable gentleman 
has touched, has by no means escaped our attention. We 
are alive to every thing which alfects the wellbeing of the 
Company; and we ask for the confidence of the Proprietors, 
that we shall do every thing tending to promote it.' On 
the Chairman sitting down, an aged gentleman rose up to 
answer Mr. Twining; and he would indeed have answered 
him, but was interrupted by the C!tair. 'Sir, there is no 
question before the court, and I cannot allow of any dis­
cussion at present.' Then rose up an alderman, one of 
Mr. Twining's friends, complaining of the creneral nature of 
the Chairman's answer, and hopintr that the court would 
not break up without an assuran~e from him that the 
religious opinions of the Hindoos should not be' interfered 
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with. Chair. 'Sir, having stopt a gentleman on the 
other side, on the ground of informality, I cannot allow 
of your proceeding. I move that this court do now adjourn.' 

"The court was accordingly dissolved by a show of 
hands; the designs of the enemy are for the present de­
feated, and we all came away in good spirits. 1 was 
pleased to find that we had so decided a majority of Pro­
prietors, who all got togethe~ on one side of the house, 
which for distinction sake was named by some of the gallery 
critics, 'Methodist Corner.' The proceedings of this day 
will have an effect on the measures of the antichristian 
party, similar to that of a demonstration by a great army, 
when it barely makes its appearance, just letting them see 
that this country has some christians yet left in it. It is 
necessary however that the public mind should as much 
as possible be impressed with the subject, as the unbe­
lievers will still be at work, and a watchful eye must be 
kept upon their movements." 

These apprehensions were but too well founded; in the 
course of a few months the enemies of christianity renewed 
their operations, and found a pretext highly favourable. to 
their ultimate design. The missionaries at Seramporc had 
long been in the habit of distributing large quantities of 
religious tracts among the natives, in connection with their 
itinerant labours, and the .circulation of the scriptures. It 
so happened, however, that in one of these tracts the blessed 
Mahomet was unfortunately called "a tyrant!" The infi­
dels in India seized on this circumstance, fo show how 
the religion of the country was abused; and by infusing 
fearful apprehensions into the government, they endea,·­
oured to overwhelm the mi~sion. The infidels at home 
re-echoed the song, made their appeal once more to the 
Court of Proprietors, in order to render their enmity more 
effective ; and thus cut out fresh work for the indefatigable 
Secretary of the Baptist Society. 

In the spring of 1808 he went again to London, "to 
sound the depth of the danger," and took his moorings 
accordingly. On his arrival, be obtained an interview with 
one of the East India Directors, who expressed his fears 
that the mission, if not rooted up, would be lopped of all 
its branches. At that instant letters arrived from the mis­
sionaries containing all the particulars of what had trans­
pired, together with a copy of their correspondence. with 
the government of Bengal. From these documents It ap­
peared, that in the month of June preceding, they had given 



120 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 

to a Persian convert a small tract, containing the life of 
Mahomet to be translated into Persic, and which in the 
hurry of business was printed at Serampore, without having 
undero-one the usual revision. The zeal of the translator, 
newl/converted to christianity, had induced him to substi­
tute, unobserved, the word tyrant for the proper name of 
the impostor. Early in September one of the converted 
natives in Calcutta gave the tract to a Mussulman interpre­
ter, bidding him to read and answer it. The Mussulman 
took a readier way of defending the founder of his religion. 
He put the tract into the hands of one of the government 
Secretaries, who was glad of an opportunity of showing 
his opposition to the mission. He, therefore, sent to the 
college for Dr. Carey, demanding whether he knew of the 
tract in question being printed at Serampore. He replied 
that he <lid not; and on its being shown him, he expressed 
his concern, and promised to inquire how it happened. 

The Secretary, mean while, laid it before the Governor 
General in Council, and a letter was immediately address­
ed to the Danish Governor of Serampore, making heavy 
complaints about the tract. Before this could be answered, 
another letter was sent to Dr. Carey, ordering the mission­
aries to desist from preaching at Calcutta, and to remove 
their press to that city, if they wished to circulate their 
tracts in the British territories. The missionaries were 
grently distressed. They met for prayer, and tried to sing 
a hymn; but were stopped in the midst of the song by 
their own feelings, which turned all into sighs and sobs. 

Having replied to the letter addressed to the Go1·ernor of 
Serampore, they at length obtained an audience of the 
Governor General of Bengal. Dr. Carey presented a copy 
of the Ramayuna,* which his lordship was pleased to ac­
cept, anrl afterwards very mildly observed, 'that the zeal of 
a missionary might induce him to oppose whatever hindered 
the progress of his undertaking, and that his ideas on many 
subjects would probably be different from those to whom is 
_intrusted the affairs of government.' The missionaries 
answered, 'that they had no wish to oppose government, 
nor to utter any thing inflammatory.' They then explain­
ed the circumstance attending the Persian tract, which 
applied some derogatory epithets to the sublime .Mahomet, 

* One of the Purnnas, or sacred poems of the Hindoos, translated 
and printed by the missionaries, aod sold by Black and Parry, Lead­
enhall Street. 
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and acknowledged the inadvertence in suffering it to be 
printed, before the translation had been properly examined. 

The Governor politely admitted the apology, and said that 
he entertained no unfavourable prejudices against the mis­
sionaries ; but as such publications might prove injurious, 
their circulation must not be suffered. They were ufier­
wards allowed to present to the Governor in Council a me­
morial, which met all the allegations against them in the 
most inoffensive, respectful, but effectual manner. 

The memorial was attended with the desired effect. 
The order was revoked, the press was allowed to remain at 
Serampore, and preaching at the Loll Bazar was again re­
sumed. The government, however, required to have the 
inspection of any new tracts, before they were printed and 
circulated; and though this was a little mortifying to men 
of such unquestionable learning and probity, it turned out 
to their advantage, by giving an implied authority to the 
circulation of the Scriptures and also of religious tracts 
issuing from the mission press. The missionaries waited 
on the Governor, to present their thanks for the revocation 
of the orders in council, and were handsomely received. 
The Governor politely acknowledged to the missionaries, 
' that nothing more was necessary than a proper explanation 
of the subject, to place every thing in a clear and favoura­
ble light.' The enemies of the mission in India, who had 
endeavoured to awaken the fears of the government, were 
thus defeated, and the mission itself was brought more im­
mediately under the protection and patronage of the 
state. 

Mr. Fuller, having made himself acquainted with these 
particulars, communicated them to a powerful friend in 
the Directory; made repeated appeals to the public, on 
behalf of the mission, and relaxed none of his exertions 
till the machinations of the enemy at home were completely 
frustrated. 

In the month of June, when another Court of Proprietors 
was to be called, he was found at his post. The meeting, 
however, passed over without any material occurrence. 
Only one proprietor appeared in opposition, and he was 
soon neutralized by some information previously given by 
the chairman. There did not appear to have been any 
official communications from the Government in India to 
the Directors at home; but a number of private letters 

L 
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excited a strong sensation, not only at the India House, 
but among some of the members of administration. The 
President of the Board of Control, even pressed upon the 
Chairman of the Directory to recal the missionaries. The 
Chairman, and other powerful friends to religious liberty, 
made a noble stand on this occasion. One of them in par­
ticular, of high rank, and possessing the superior means of 
information, represented to the government, that the best 
way of preserving its eastern dominions would be to afford 
ample protection to the mission:i.ries. These noblemen and 
gentlemen expressed their intention of resisting the renew­
al of their ch:i.rter, if the East India Company should per­
sist in excluding christianity from India. The Bishop of 
London also felt indignant at such an attempt. The 
opposition appeared at length to die away, and the indefat­
igable Secretary of the Baptist Society continued his efforts 
till another calm succeeded. 

Happily relieved from the anxieties which this opposition 
had excited, Mr. Fuller made his fourth excursion into the 
north, in the autumn of 1808. His visits to Scotland were 
always very pleasant to him, and he usually went once in 
two or three years, after the commencement of the inter­
course; but he was now assured that " he might reap more 
than a triennial harvest, if he would but go and put in his 
sickle." ln no part of the empire were his services more 
highly esteemed, or rendered more generally useful; and 
he used to say of the Scottish Christians, that their liberal­
ity was unbounded. In the early part of this journey he 
complained of being much exhausted, having travelled a 
hundred and fifty miles in three days, and preached every 
evening on his way. Arrived at Edinburgh, he found his 
labours greatly multiplied; arrangements were made for 
preaching, visiting, and collecting, the whole of the week; 
but he was soon obliged to desist from such engagements. 
lllness threatened to impede his progress, and called forth 
the attentions of a medical friend; but he still went forward, 
and every where met with the utmost kindness. His la­
bours an~ success during this journey were unexampled, 
and ~e himself was surprised to find how God had prosper­
ed his way. At Glasgow, he observed that the interest 
whi_ch religi~us people took in the mis;ion, together with 
their expressions of affection and liberality was quite over­
whelming; and _instead of being weary in well-doing, they 
pressed the assiduous Secretary to pay his visits a little 
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oftener. Returning home in November, he says, "1 have 
been enabled to collect as much as two thousand pounds 
in the course of six weeks, after a journey of twelve hun­
dred miles. God be praised for all his goodness, and for 
the abundant kindness shown towards me, and towards the 
mission." 

In February and March, 1813, Mr. Fuller renewed his 
visits to London, to promote the interests of the mission. 
Accompanied with two other ministers, he obtained an 
interview with several noblemen, to solicit their influence 
in making some provisions in the new Charter of the East 
India Company, for the tolerarlon of Christian missionaries. 
These applications were followed with petitions to parlia­
ment, from the general body of dissenters; and both the 
government and the legislature did themselves the honour 
to become the patrons of christianity in India. 

In the summer of this year Mr. Fuller paid his fifth and 
last visit to Scotland, where he was assisted by the arrival 
of two of his b.rethren from England. Besides his usual 
labours, he sometimes preached to a large concourse of 
people in the open air, in places where the doors of the 
kirk were closed against him ; but though in tolerable 
health, he was scarcely equal to such exertions. He never­
theless continued his career with unabated ardour, was 
every where hailed as the agent for the mission and trans­
lations in India, and met with good success. The kindness 
he received at Glasgow "was almost overwhelming," and 
he took his final leave of Scotland with sentiments of the 
most grateful affection and esteem. 

Up to the last year of his life, his labours were continued 
with very little intermission. In a letter dated, May 11, 
1814, he says, " I have much journeying before me; first, 
to Olney and Bedford next week; then to the Association 
at Leicester, in Whitsun-week; then into Essex, on June 
6th, where I must be at a missionary meeting, of that 
county, at Bocking, on June 8th; and collect what I can 
between that and our London annual meeting, which I sup­
pose is on June 22. I must then return, and be at Ketter­
ing by the 26th, which is our Lord's supper day. Then I 
must set off and be out all July in the north of England :­
the first Sabbath at Liverpool, the second at Manchester, 
third at Leeds, fourth at Newcastle, and fifth at Hull. May 
the Lord/strengthen me for these labours." 
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In short, the history of Mr. Fuller's life for the last three 
and twenty years, was so completely identified with that 
of the mission, that all its principal transactions must be 
referred to his agency. It was in great measure his own 
production; he formed and moulded it with exquisite skill, 
watched over and directed all its movements, and seemed 
to be present in every place wherever its effects were visible. 
It grew up with him, and was inwrought into the ver)' ele­
ments and constitution of his mind; he seemed to have no 
thoughts, no cares, but what related to its interests. It 
may even be doubted, whether, after the commencement of 
this great undertaking, he wrote a single letter to any of 
his numerous correspondents, that did not bear some refer­
ence to that subject. In serving the mission, he had no 
idea of sparing himself; but while his health was con­
stantly impaired by the greatness of his exertions, he per­
severed in them with unabating ardour to the very last. 
He appears, indeed, to have expected that these labours 
would cost him his life, but it affected him not; and had 
it not been for the unusual strength and vigour of his con­
stitution, he would have fallen a sacrifice much sooner than 
he did. The sentiments which he delivered in his Sermon 
at Bedford, May 6, 1801, exactly fourteen years before 
his death, were highly characteristic and premonitory of 
that event. 

"It is not impossible," said he, "that we may live to 
see things of which at present we ham scarcely any con­
ception : but whether we do or not, Jesus lives, and his 
kingdom must increase. And what, if while we are scal­
ing the walls of the enemy, we should a few of us lose our 
lives 1 We must die some way; and can we desire to die 
in a better cause 7 Probably many of the Israelites, who 
went up with Joshua to possess the land, perished in the 
attempt ; yet this was no objection to a perseverance in 
the cause. In carrying the glad tidings of eternal life to 
Jews an~ Gentiles, Stephen and James, with many others, 
fell sacnfi;-es at an early period : yet no one was discourag­
ed on this account, but rather stimulated to follow the 
example." 
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CHAPTER. VI. 

EXTRACTS FRO&I HIS DIARY, AND NARRATIVE OF THE 

DEATH OF HIS CHILD. 

The following select extracts, from a very copious diary of Mr. Ful­
ler, to which Mr. Morris had not access, are here inserted to in­
crease the value of the present edition. It has not been thought 
necessary to preserve the respective dates. Each day's entry is 
distinguished by commencing with a da.~h. 

"-0 that I might feel more of the power of religion, 
and know more of the love of Christ, which passeth knowl­
edge! l think l see divine excellence in such a life. 0 
that thou wouldst bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast! 
I am going, God willing, to visit a friend to-day. 0 that a 
spirit of watchfulness,_savour, and fellowship with Christ, 
may attend me! 

" - I see what a strait course it is to steer between le­
gality and libertinism. I have been for some time, trying 
to walk more closely with God; and now I find the sparks 
of self-righteous pride begin to kindle. I have been think­
ing to-day of Isaiah ii. I L I have reason to be humbled 
for having so Iiule humility: yet I think I have tasted a 
sweetness in that plan of redemption which stains the pride 
of all flesh. 

" - Have found my heart tenderly affected several times, 
especially to-night, in prayer respecting my critical situa­
tion. Oh! Providence, how intricate! If rough roads are 
marked out for me, may my shoes be iron and brass ! I 
found, to-day, a peculiar sympathy towards poor people un­
dP.r trying providences; thinking I may have to go that 
road. 'Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God: 
thy Spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightness!' 

" - It is good to visit the poor, that we may know their 
cases, exercise sympathy and charity towards them, and 
]earn .,.ratitude, and many a lesson in the doctrine of prov­
idenc:. 0 what a horrid depth of pride and hypocrisy do I 
find in my heart! Surely I am unfit for any company. If 
I am with a superior, how will my heart court. his praise, 
by speaking diminutively of myself, not forgettmg to urge 
the disadvantages under . which I have laboured. to excuse 
my inferiority· and here 1s a large vacancy left, In hope he 

' L 2 
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he will fill it up with something like this-' Well, you must 
have made good improvement of what advantages you have 
enjoyed.' On the other hand, when in company with an 
inferior, how full of self am I! While I seem to be instruct­
ing him by communicating my observations, how prone to 
lose sight of his edification, and every thing but my own 
self-importance; aiming more to discover my own knowl­
edge, than to increase his ! 

" While I make these observations, I feel the truth of 
them. A thought has been suggested to write them, not 
as having been working in my heart to-day, but only as 
discovered to-day. Oh horridly deceitful and desperately 
wicked heart! Surely I have little else in my religious ex­
ercises but these workings. I am afraid of being deceived 
at last. If I all\ saved, what must the Son of God have 
endured! 

"-1 had an affecting time to-night, in going a road, 
where, about twelve or thirteen years ago, I had many a 
season of sorrow and joy. 0 ltere I saw myself lost, tltere 
I had a sight of the Saviour; here I went bowed down with 
fear and despair, there l was sweetly cheered with a view 
of the faithfulness of God ; in tltis place I mourned my des­
olate state, in tltat the state of the church lay heavily upon 
me; yonder my hopes respecting the church were excited, 
by thinking of Psa. cxxii. 1, 2, 8, 9. 0 what strange 
events since! by the help of God I have continued to this 
day. When my soul is cast down within me, may I 're­
membel' thee from the land of Jordan, and of th'e Hermon­
ites from the hill Mizar.' 

" - Surely 1 do not sufficiently study the cases of the 
people, in my preaching! I find, by conversation to-day, 
with one seemingly in dying circumstances, that but little 
of my preaching has been suited to her case. Visiting the 
sick, and conversing sometimes even with the unconverted 
part of my hearers, about their souls, and especially with 
the godly, _would have a tendency to make my preaching 
more experimental. 

" - Religion appeared to me to be full of greatness. A 
great God, possessed of great excellencies whence arise 
great obligations ; hence the great evil of sin; and hence 
the need of a Saviour, and a great one. All in religion is 
g~e~t. <? that I had _a great sense of the importance of 
dmne thmgs ! Lord, rncrease my faith! 

"-Thought, to-day, on account of family circumstances, 
what a matter of importance is the birth of a child. Here 
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its life begins, but where shall it end 1 Ah! no end to its 
existence ! But, 0 that God would accept of my new-born 
child, and let its end be 'to glorify God, and enjoy him 
forever.' 

"-Thought what an awful day will that be, when God 
searches Jerusalem, as with candles! 0 how many will 
then appear to have been religious through custom, shame, 
pride, or something short of the fear of God ! Alas! how 
many have proved hypocrites, by the breaking up of a 
church ! When the restraints of church communion have 
been taken off them, how have they turned out! 0 to walk 
as in the sight of God! That is a spirit which would teach 
us to be holy, though there were no creature upon earth lo 
watch us. 

" - Observed our proneness to think of ourselves as oth­
ers speak of us. For example, if I am praised at any par­
ticular place as a preacher, how prone am I, at that place, 
to keep pace with their esteem, if not to outgo it, in the 
estimation of myself! On the other hand, at such places 
where I have felt myself embarrassed, how prone to despair 
and so to take no delight in the work ! 0 how much of 
self have I in me! how far from that excellent character, 
of being dead to the smiles and frowns of men ! 

" - I think I have never yet entered into the true idea 
of the work of the ministry. If I had, surely I should be 
like Aaron, running between the dead and the living. I 
think I am in the ministry, as I was in my life as a Chris­
tian, before I read Edwards on tlte Affections. I had nev-­
er entered into the spirit of a great many important things. 
0 for some such penetrating, edifying writer on this sub­
ject ! or, 0 rather that the Holy Spirit would open my 
eyes, and let me see into the things that I have never yet 
seen.! 

"-A pulpit seems an awful place. An opportunity for 
addressing a company of immortals on their eternal inter­
ests-0 hO\\> important! We preach for eternity. We, in 
a sense are set for the rising and falling of many in Israel. 
And our own rise or fall is equally therein involved. 

" - I think, when we are in company and address our­
selves to any one in particular, it too often happens, that 
the applause of the company, rather than the edification of 
the person or ourselves, is the object. Hence, witticisms, 
and such sayings as sting the party addressed, are intro­
duced. Pride, bow pernicious I 
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"-This afternoon, being on a visit, as I stepped aside 
from the company, I overheard one of them saying, 'I love 
Mr. Fuller's company, it is so diverting! This expression 
moved me much. 0 wretch that I am! Is this to have my 
speech seasoned with grace? 0 Lord, forgive me! some 
humbling thoughts to-night, for the above, in prayer. 

" - I found my soul drawn out in love to poor souls, 
while reading Millar's account of Elliot's labours among 
the North American Indians, and their effect on those poor 
barbarous savages. I found also a suspicion, that we 
shackle ourselves too much in our addresses to sinners; 
that we have bewildered and lost ourselves, by taking the 
decrees of God as rules of action. Surely Peter and Paul 
never felt such scruples in their addresses as we do. They 
addressed their hearers as mm-fallen men; as we should 
warn and admonish persons who were blind, and on the 
brink of some dreadful precipice. Their work seemed 
plain before them. 0 that mine might be so before 
me! 

" - How apt are we to think ourselves rather pitiable 
than blameable, for having such remains of corruption in 
us! Perhaps one cause of' this may be our viewing sin in us 
as an arrny, or something we have to oppose and press 
throug/1. These ideas are good, provided we remember, 
that they are .figurative, and that this army is nothing ex­
ternal, but internal; and that the opposition is not like that 
wherein the combatant's inclination is all one way, but he 
finds himself wholly overcome, against his will ; were this 
the case, we should be wholly pitiable. But it is as if a 
debtor, were going to pay his creditor; but, by the way, 
found great struggles, whether he should go forward, and 
behave like an honest man, or whether he should turn aside 
and spend his money in riot and luxury. In this case h~ 
certainly ought to have had no struggle, nor to have ~ade 
a moment's scruple. Neither ou·ght we to make a mo­
ment's scruple about loving the Lord with all our hearts 
~nd refrainin_g_ wholly_ from sinning against him. We may'. 
mdeed, be p1t1able with respect to each other; but in the 
sight of God, we are wholly blameable. ' 

" - My mind to-day seems bewildered. The lives of 
some poets have taken up my thoughts. The crrandeur and 
stretch of thought in their writings seems rafher to flatten 
my mind towards the simple truths of Christianity. But, 
alas! what am I after 1 what am I admiring 1 Pompous 
trifles! Great souls employed in dressing atoms ! O religion ! 
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thy joys arc substantial and sincere ! When shall 1 awake, 
and find myself where nothing else shall attract the soul 1 

" - I find it is observed, that persons in my condition, 
without greater advantages as to learning, are generally apt 
to be more censorious than those whose learning is far 
greater. I wish I may be always on the watch here. 

"-This evening, I felt tender all the time of the 
prayer meeting for the revival of religion; but in hearing 
Mr. Beeby Wallis pray for me, I was overcome; his having 
a better opinion of me than I deserve, cuts me to the heart! 
Went to prayer myself, and found my mind engaged more 
than ordinarily in praying for the revival of religion. I 
had felt many sceptical thoughts; as though there were 
room to ask-What profit shall I have if I pray to God? 
for which I was much grieved. Find a great satisfaction 
in these monthly meetings, even supposing our requests 
should not be granted, yet prayer to Goel is its own 
reward. Felt many bitter reflections for my stupicl, carnal 
way of living. 

"-Impressed, this morning, in thinking on the wants 
of the people, how they would probably be coming from 
many places round, in quest of spiritual food, while I was 
barren, and scarcely knew what to say to them. Affected 
in thinking of Micah vii. 'Feed thy people with thy rod,' 
&c. Preached from it this morning with some freedom. 

" - We had a Ministers' Meeting, at Northampton. 
The best part of the day was, I think, in conversation. A 
question was discussed, to the following purport: To wltat 
causes, in ministers, may rnuclt of tlieir want of success be 
imputed? The answer turned chiefly upon the want of 
personal religion; particularly, the neglect of close dealing 
with God in closet prayer. Jer. x. 21, was referred to: 
'Their pastors are become brutish, and have not sougltt the 
Lord ; therefore they shall not prosper, and their flocks 
shall be scattered.' Another reason assigned was, the 
want of reading and studying the Scriptures more as Cliris­
tians, for the edification of our own souls. We are too apt 
to study them, merely to find out something to say to otliers, 
without living upon the truth ourselves. If we eat not the 
book before we deliver its contents to others, we may ex­
pect the Holy Spirit will not much accompany us. If we 
study the Scriptures as Christians, the more familiar we 
are with them, the more we shall feel their importance; 
but if otherwise, our familiarity with the word will be like 
that of soldiers, doctors or, grave-diggers, with death-it 



130 MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 

\ 

will wear away all sense of its importance from our minds. 
To enforce this sentiment, Prov. xxii. 17, 18, was referred 
to: 'Apply thine heart unto knowledge-the words of the 
wise will be pleasant, if thou keep them within thee; they 
shall withal be fitted in thy lips.' To this might be added, 
Psi. i. 2, 3. Another reason was, our want of being emp­
tied of self-sufficiency. In proportion as we lean upon our 
own gifts, or parts, or preparations, we slight the Holy 
Spirit; and no wonder that, being grieved, he should leave 
us to <lo our work alone. Besides, when this is the case, 
it is, humanly speaking, unsafe for God to prosper us, es­
pecially those ministers who possess considerable abilities. 
Reference was also made to an Ordination Sermon, lately 
preached, by Mr. Booth, of London, to .Mr. Hopkins, Dr. 
Gifford's successor, from 'Take heed to thyself.' 0 that I 
may remember these hints for my good! 

" - For these last three weeks I have too much again 
relapsed into a kind of thoughtlessness. I have felt a little 
in preaching, but not much. One day, I was looking over 
Dr. Owen on the Mortification of Sin. Speaking of the 
evil of sin in the soul unmortified, he says,-' It will take 
away a man's usefulness in his generation. His works, his 
endeavours, his labours, seldom receive a blessing from 
God. If he be a preacher, God commonly blows upon his 
ministry, so that he shall labour in the fire, and not be hon­
oured with success. This, in a ·great degree, is realized 
1n me. 

" - Some weeks ago I thought I felt myself to gain 
ground by closet prayer; but I have lately relapsed again 
too much into indifference. Yesterday I read Jonathan 
Edwards's two Sermons, On the importance of a thorough 
knowledge of divine truth, from Heb. v. 12. I felt this ef­
fect-a desire to rise earlier, to read more, and to make 
the discovery of truth more a business. This morning I 
have read another of his ~ermons, on God, the Christian's 
portion, from Psi. lxxiii. 25. The latter part comes very 
close, and I feel myself at a loss what to judue as to 
God's being my chief good. He asks, whether 

O

we had 
rather live in this world rich, an<l without God, or poor, and 
with him 1 Perhaps I should not be so much at a loss to 
d_eci~e th~s question as another; namely, Had I rather be 
nch rn this world, and enjoy but litth of God ; or poor, and 
enjoy mucli of God ? I am confident the practice of great 
numbers of professing Christians declares, that they pre-
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fer the former; and in some instances I feel guilty of the 
same thing. • 

" - Within the last two years I have experienced per­
haps, as much peace and calmness of mind, as at any for­
mer period. I have been enabled to walk somewhat more 
11ear to God thau heretofore; and I find that there is 
nothing that affords such a preservative against sin. ' If 
we walk in the Spirit, we shall not fulfil the lusts of the 
flesh.' This passage has been of great use to me, ever 
since I preached from it, which was on June 3, 1792. 
The idea on which I then principally insisted was, that sin 
is to be overcome, riot so inucli by a direct or mere resistance 
of it, as by opposing oilier principles and considerations 
to it. This sentiment has been abundantly verified in my 
experience : so far as I have walked in the Spirit, so far has 
my life been holy and happy; and l have experienced a 
good degree of these blessings, compared with former times, 
though but a very small degree, compared with what I 
ought to aspire after." 

The following narrative of the loss of his first daughter, Sarah, who 
died May 30, 1786, aged 6 years anrl nearly 6 months; was drawn 
up by her afflicted father, and strikingly evinces bis piety and pa­
rental tenderness. It is inserted nearly entire, ·from Ryland's 
Life of Fuller. 

"Sarah Fuller was born at Soham, Dec. 7, 1779. At 
the time of her birth, I committed her to God, as 1 trust, I 
have done many times since. Once in particular, viewing 
her as she lay smiling in the cradle, at the age of eight 
months, my heart was much affected: I took her up in my 
arms, retired, and in that position, wrestled hard with God 
for a blessing; at the same time, offering her up, a~ it 
were, and solemnly presenting her to the Lord for accept­
ance. In this exercise I was greatly encouraged by the 
conduct of Christ towards those who brought little children 
in their arms to him, for his blessing. 

"I have frequently, when carrying her in my arms, 
sung over her such lines as the following, with much af-
fection: • 

'May'at thou live to know and fear him, 
Trust and love him all thy clays: 

Then go dwell forever near him, 
See his face, antl sing his praise.' 
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"Or this: 
' 0 may'st thou live to reach the place 
Where be unveils his lovely face; 
There all his glories lo behold, 
And sing his name to harps of gold.' 

" She was a child of great vivacity of spirits ; but noth­
ing remarkably vicious. The only time in her life that I 
had any occasion to use a rod, was when she was about 
four years old, for telling a lie. Having, one day, a great 
inclination to go out, she asked leave, and then said she 
had obtained it, when she had not. 

"About Michaelmas, 1785, she was invited, by our kind 
friends Mr. and Mrs. Ryland, and Miss Tyler, to pay a vis­
it to Northampton. She went, and stayed eleven or twelve 
weeks : during which time, Mrs. Trinder kindly took her 
into her school. Her proficiency in reading, spelling, &c. 
gave us much pleasure. But, alas for us! how long will it 
be, ere we cease to set our eyes upon that which is not ! 
Death was then preparing to blast our rising hopes! 

"About December she was taken ill, at Northampton : 
our friends thought her illness to be the measles. After a 
while, she seemed to get better, and on the 16th of Decem­
ber I brought her home. From the time of her return, we 
perceived a remarkable seriousness in her, with an uncom• 
mon delight in reading, and in our apprehension, her fac­
ulties ripened much beyond her years. But still her illness 
hung about her. In the beginning of February, she had 
the measles of a certainty; and we hoped she would have 
recovered her health after the turn of the disorder ; but, 
from that time, she grew weaker and weaker, and her 
complaints grew more and more alarming. A hectic 
fever preyed upon her perpetually. At this time, how­
ever, she took great delight in reading accounts of the 
conversion of little children, and seemed to love those chil­
dren for their godliness. She would read these narratives 
aloud, when she was obliged to pause at every few words 
to get breath, till indeed we were obliged to restrain her, 
lest it should overcome her. At the same time, she dis­
covered great tenderness of conscience, in respect of speak­
ing the truth, and keeping holy the Lord's day. She would 
chide her brother Robert, if he discovered any inclination 
to play on that day. . 

"In March, I took her to Northampton, for the advice 
of Dr. Kerr. This cheered her spirits; as she loved Mr. 
and. Mrs. Ryland, and wanted to go and see them. She 
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stayed there a fortnight, and her aunt with her.· The doc­
tor was very attentive and kind to her, and we still hoped 
she might recover. During this fortnight, I went two or 
three times to see her ; and one evening, being with her 
alone, she asked me to pray for her. 'What do you wish 
me to pray for, my dear?' said I. She answered, 'That 
God would bless me, and keep me, and save my soul.' 
'Do you think then, that you are a sinner?' 'Yes, father.' 
Fearing lest she did not understa11d what she said, I asked 
her, 'What is sin, my dear?' She answered, 'Telling a 
story.' I comprehended this, and it went to my heart. 
'What then,' I said, 'you remember, do you, my having 
corrected you once, for telling a story?' ' Yes, father.' 
'And are you grieved for having so offended God 1' 'Yes, 
father.' I asked her, if she did not try to pray hersel[ 
She answered, 'I sometimes try, but I do not know how 
to pray; I wish you would pray for me, till I can pray for 
myself.' A~ I continued to sit by her, she appeared much 
dejected. I asked her the reason. She said, 'I am afraid 
I should go to hell.' 'My dear,' said I,' who told you so?' 
'Nobody, (said she,) but I know if I do not pray to the 
Lord, I must go to hell.' I then went to prayer with her, 
with many tears. 

"After her return to Kettering, we soon saw, with heart­
rending grief, evident symptoms of approaching dissolution. 
Her mind seemed to grow, however, in seriousness. She 
had some verses composed for her, by our dear friend Mr. 
Ryland.* These, when we rode out for the air, she often 

* Lord, teach a little child to pray, 
Thy grace betimes impart, 

And grant thy Holy Spirit may 
Renew my infant h_eal'I, 

A helpless creature I ·was born, 
And from the womb I stray'd; 

1 must be wretched and forlorn, 
Without thy mercy's aid. 

But Christ can all my sins forgive, 
And wash away their stain, 

And fit my soul with him fo live, 
And in his kingdom reign. 

To him let little children come, 
For he bath said they may; 

His bosom then shall be their home, 
Their tears he'll wipe away. 

For all who early seek his face. 
Shall surely taste his love, 

Jesus will guide them by his grace, 
To dwell with him above. 
M 
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requested me to say over to her. She seve~al !imes re9uest• 
ed me to pray with her. I asked her agam 1f she tried to 
pray herself: I found by her answer that she did, and was 
used to pray over the hymn which Mr. Ryland ·composed 
for her. I used to carry her in my arms, into the fields, 
and there talk with her upon the <lesirableness of dying 
and being with Christ, and with holy men and· women, 
and with those holy children, who cried, 'Hosanna to the 
Son of Davi<l.' Thus I tried to reconcile her, and myself 
with her, to death, without directly telling her she would 
soon die. One day, as she lay in bed, I read to her the 
last eight verses of Rev. vii. 'They shall hunger no more, 
nor thirst,' &c. I said nothing upon it, but wished to ob­
serve what effect the passage might have upon her; I should 
not have wondered if she had been a little cheered by it. 
She said nothing, however; but looked ,·ery dejected. I 
said, 'My dear, you are unhappy.' She was silent. I 
urged her to tell me what was the matter. Still she was 
silent. I then asked her, whether she was afraid she 
should not go to that blessed world of which I had been 
reading. She answered, 'Yes.' 'But what makes ydu 
afraid, my dear?' ' Because, (said she, with a tone of 
grief that pierced me to the heart,) I have sinned against 
the Lor<l.' 'True, my dear, (said I,) you have sinned 
against the Lord, but the Lord is more ready to forgive 
you, if you are grieved for offending him, than I can be to 
forgive you, when you are grieved for offending me; and 
you know how ready I am to do that.' I then told her of 
the great grace of God, and the love of Christ to sinners. 
1 told her of his mercy· in forgiving a poor wicked thief, 
who when he was dying, prayed to him to save his soul. 
At this she seemed cheered, but said nothing. 

"A few weeks before she died, she aske<l her aunt to 
read to her. 'What shall I read, my dear?' said her aunt. 
'Read,' said she, 'some book about Christ.' Her aunt read 
part of the 21st chaprer of .Matthew, concerning the chil-
1.lren who shouted 'Hosanna to the Son of David.' As her 
deat~ drew nigh, I was exceedingly affected, and very ear­
nest m prayer for her soul, hal"ing now no hope of her life. 
I used frequently to anticipate her death, when I could think 
of nothing hut the language of Reuben-' The chil<l is not: 
and I, whither shall I go!' I thought at that time, if any thing 
were_ said at her funeral, it must he from some such passage 
as this. In short, I am sure I was affected to exces;;, and in 
a way that I ought not to have been, and, 1 believe, should 
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not have been, if I had loved God better. About this time 
I threw myself prostrate on the floor, and wept exceedingly, 
yet pleading with God for her. The agony of my spirit pro­
duced a most violent bilious complaint, which laid me quite 
aside for several days. I then reflected that I had sinned, 
in being so inordinately anxious. From this time I felt a de­
gree of calmness and resignation to God. On the morning of 
the 30th of May, 1 heard a whispering in an adjoining room. 
I suspected the cause, and upon inquiry found that the 
child had expired about six o'clock, with a slight convul­
sive motion, without a sigh or a groan. I called the fam­
ily to me, and, as well as I was able, attempted to bless a 
taking as well as a giving God; and to implore that those 
of us who were left behind, might find grace in the wilder­
ness. The words of the Shunamite were at that time 
much to me-' It is well.' These words were preached 
from at her funeral, by Mr. Ryland. My affliction had 
prevented my seeing her the last few days of her life; but· 
T just went and took leave of her body, before the coffin was 
fastened down ; though that was almost too much for me 
In my weak and afflicted state. She was very patient un­
der her afflictions, scarcely ever complaining, even when 
her bones penetrated through her skin. If ever we were 
obliged to force her medicines upon her, though she would 
cry a little at the moment, yet she would quickly leave off, 
and kiss us, saying, 'I love you, I love you all; I love you 
for making me take my medicines, for I know you do it 
for my good.' Her constitution was always rather delicate, 
her temper amiable, and her behaviour engaging. 

"Surely, it will now be our concern to flee from idolatry, 
and to hold all created comfort with a loose hand; remem­
bering the counsel of the apostle-' The time is short: it 
remaineth, that those who have wives be as though they 
had none ; and those that weep, as though they wept not; 
and those that buy, as though they possessed not; and they 
that use this world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this 
world [ or, this world, which is but a figure, fashion, or 
form, without substance-] passeth away.'" 

The following extract ofa letter from Mrs. Fuller to the Rev. Dr. Ry­
land, will sufficiently explain what to many might appear inconsis­
tent with his true ch11racter. 

"I cannot forbear adding my testimony to my late dear 
husband's conduct in his domestic character; which, so 
far o.s his mind was at liberty to indulge in such enjoy. 
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ments I must testify to ha,•e been, ever since I had the 
happi~ess of being united to him, of the most amiable and 
endearing kind. But to so great a degree was he abEorbcd 
in his work, as scarcely to allow himself any leisure, or re­
laxation from the sernrebt application ; especially, siuce of 
late years, his work so accumulated on his hands. I was 
sometimes used to remark, how much we were occupied ; 
(for, indeed, 1 had no small share of care devolved upon 
me; in consequence;) his reply usually was,' Ah, my dear, 
the way for us to have any joy, is to rejoice in all our 
labour, and then we shall have plenty of joy.' If I com­
plained, that he allowed himself no time for recreation, he 
would answer, '0 no; all my recreation is a change of 
work.' If I expressed an app1 ehension that he would soon 
wear himself out, he would reply, 'I cannot be worn out in 
a better cause. We must work while it is day;' or, 'What­
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.' 

"There was a degree of bluntness in his manner ; which 
yet did not arise from an unsociable or churlish disposition, 
but from an impatience of interruption in the grand object 

• of his pursuit. In this sense, he seemed not to know his 
relations or nea.rest friends. Often, when a friend or an 
acquaintance, on a journey; has called, when they had ex­
changed a few words, he would ask, 'Have you any thing 
more to say? (or something to that effect;) if not, I must 
beg to Lie excused;' at the same time asking them to stay, 
and take some refreshment, if they chose. Yet, you know, 
dear Sir, he had a heart formed for the warmest and sincer­
est friendship, with those whose minds were congenial with 
his own, and who were engaged in similar pursuits; and I 
never knew him to be weary of their co)Jlpany. I am fully 
persuaded, that my dear husband fell a sacrifice to his un­
remitting application to the concerns of the Mission; but I 
dare not murmur. The Lord has done as it pleased him; 
and I know that whatever he does is right." 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Review of Mr. Fuller's Doctrinal and Practical Writings-Sermon on 
walking hy Faith-Ordination Sermon at Thorne-Funeral Sermon 
for Mr. D. Wallis-Association Sermon at St. Albans-Collection 
Sermon at Edinburgh-Memoirs of the Rev. S. Pearce-Sermon 
at the Bedford Union-the Backsli<lcr-Ordinalion Sermon at Bir­
mingham-Remarks on Churcl~ Discipline-Sermon on Christian 
Patriotism-Vindication of Prntestant Dissent-The great Question 
answered-Discourses on the Book of Genesis-Sermon on the per­
nicious Influence of Delay. 

TnE universal interest and importance attached to reli­
gious subjects have called into existence a greater number 
of writers in this department than in almost any other, aud 
therefore might naturally be expected to furnish a larger 
proportion of an inferior description. To write on other 
subjects, learning, genius, taste, or science of some sort, 
is generally thought requisite; but on theological theses, 
piety alone is too often deemed a sufficient qualification. 
Here also every man who becomes the leader of a party, 
however insignificant; or the abettor of a creed, however 
inconsistent or absurd, thinks himself called upon at some 
time or other to appear as an advocate, if he can but man­
age to hold a pen; besides innumerable others, who from 
less suspicious motives, arid with much better pretensions, 
arc induced to offer themselves to public notice. 

Amidst such a crowd of disput:rnts, theologians and re­
tailers of divinity, a writer of real merit would not easily 
be distinguished; and for such a writer as Mr. Fuller, espe­
cially, more than ordin:u-y ability would be demanded. For 
though he possessed a deep and penetrating judgment, and 
a mind capable of a mighty grasp, there was a certain neg­
ligence and coarseness in his style, a grotesque familiarity 
and quaintness of expression, especially in his earlier pub­
lications, which was far from being inviting even to readers 
of moderate taste. - There was also a11 inflexiuility in his 
religious system which could never coalesce with any 
other, or adapt itself to the size and dimension of hu­
man prejudices. With him all was inexorable truth and 
justice; he had no idea whatever of religious accommoda­
tion, and but cautiously admitted even that of forbearance. 

Buttoned up and laced in a. plain puritanic garb, he makes 
his appearance as an Author, and is so?n rec~gnized as 
one of former times; as a. man who hved with Owen, 

M 2 • 
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thought with Bunyan, and wrote with the pointed pen of 
Baxter. His earlier performances met with a cordial recep­
tion from the general class of serious and devotional readers, 
who preferred plain solid truth to the ornaments of style, 
and the wholesome words of sound doctrine to the soothing 
language of a deceitful an_d worldly _religion. Wi_th reader_s 
of this description, the works of this able and faithful wn7 
ter will long be held in deserved estimation. 

The present chapter is devoted entirely to the Doctrinal 
and Practical writings of Mr. Fuller ; those on Controver­
sial subjects being reserved for another section. Without 
regard to size or merit, these are placed as nearly as possi­
ble in the order in which they were written, and accompa­
nied with brief notices of their contents, for the informa­
tion of those who have not had the opportunity of consult­
ing his various works, a new edition of which has lately 
been completed in eight volumes octavo. In giving an 
opinion of their respective merits, the author could do no 
other than fullow his own judgment; and this he offers with 
becoming deference to the decision of the reader. 

The Nature and Importance of Walking by Paitlt; A 
Sermon delivered at Nottingham, June 2, I 784. 

This was Mr. Fuller's first appearance in print, and there 
_is in this performance much sound thinking, on a subject 
which was afterwards to form the basis of a lengthened 
controversy ; but in this Sermon the points of discussion 
are wholly restricted to practical and experimental purposes, 
and with a view of ascertaining the nature, as well as pro­
moting the designs of true religion. 

In the introductory part of this discourse, the preacher 
confutes several erroneous sentiments on the subject of be­
lieving, and exposes that delusive confidence which is too 
o,fte11 substantial in its stead. 

" All true faith," he observes, "must have truth for its foundation; 
and if faith is the belief of th<l truth, then whatever I belic,·c ought to 
he a truth, and a truth supported by evidence, prior to and indepen• 
dent of my bdicvinii,- it. This is certainly the case respecting the 
excellency and all-sufficiency of Christ. H c is what he is, whether I 
believe it or not. However I may disallow of him, he is chosen of 
God and precious. Whatever real excellence I may at any time dis­
cern or believe to be in him, I only believe the truth, and what would 
have lH'r,n tlie truth if I had never believed it. Faith thcrcforn draws 
~side the veil, and discover~ things in some measure as they arc. So, 
1f the persuasion l have of my interest in Christ, have any right to 
the name of _faith, it must lie a truth, and a truth capable of being 
proved by scriptural evidence at the time." 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 139 

This discourse also contains some interesting remarks 
on the nature of direct applications to Christ; on the best 
means of obtaining satisfactory evidence of an interest in 
him ; and on the use to be made of past experience. 

Mr. Fuller then considers 'walking by faith,' as denoting 
religious progression, under the influence of those invisible 
objects, of the reality of which we have no evidence but 
from the testimony of God. This is first opposed to the 
idea of walking by corporeal sight, and illustrated in the 
case of Noah and Abraham ; it is afterwards distinguished 
from the discoveries of unassisted reason, whose province 
in matters of religion is clearly defined; and from ultimate 
vision, where faith in full fruition dies. 

After a careful exposition of terms, the subject is more 
fully illustrated, by its application to various periods of the 
christian life; such as-those dark seasons in providence, 
when we can perceive no way of escape, nor find any 
source of comfort, but what arises from the divine testi­
mony-those approaches to Christ, and that fellowship with 
him, which depend on the record that God bath given of 
his Son-the numerous sacrifices we are required to make 
of present enjoyments, where we have no prospect of future 
recompense, but what is set before us in the gospel-the 
various low and distressing seasons to which the church of 
Christ is subject, in which' there is scarcely any ground of 
encouragement, but what is reveale_d in the promises-the 
hope of a better slate, which is founded solely on the testi­
mony of God. In each of these the Christian is required 
to live and 'walk by faith,' and not by sight. 

The importance of such a life is represented as consist­
ing in its tendency to glorify Goel-to advance the good of 
man-and heighten the bliss ancl glory of the world to 
come. 

The "Persuasives to a General Union in extraordinary 
Prayer, for the Revival of Religion," appended to thi~ Ser­
mon, have been noticed in a former part uf these Memoirs. 
See Chap. iv.· 

Tltc Qual(fications and Encouragement of a faithful JJTin­
istcr: An Ordination Sermon, delivered at 1'/wrnc, Bed­
fonlsltire, Oct. 31, 1787. • 

From the fear of assuming too much, or of undertaking 
a work of supererogation, that which here forms t!1e lead­
ing theme of discussion, and which of all others is of the 
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greatest importance, is but sparingly introduced into the 
generality of ordination sermons; on which account, they 
possess hut little comparative interest. , 

. In the discourse before us, the man of God is portrayed 
in lively colours, as forming the only proper character for 
the christian ministry, and a large portion of personal re­
ligion is with infinite propriety inculcated as constituting 
the most essential qualification for the pastoral office. 

Taking for an example, Barnabas, who was 'a good 
man, full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith,' the preacher 
insists on the necessity of piety in domestic life, in the 
duties of retirement, in the exercises of public worship, and 
in general behaviour, as indispensable in the character of 
'a good man,' and a faithful minister. Next to this, the 
cherishing of spiritual affections, being 'full of the Holy 
Ghost,' or abounding in the fruits of the Spirit, is shown to 
be the best preparative for the duties of the· sacred office ; 
for imbibing the genuine doctrines of the gospel, giving a 
savour to the ministry of the word, preseTl'iug a consisten­
cy between precept and example, disposing the mind to a 
spiritual and edifying conversation, and regulating every 
part of the exterior deportment. The necessity of being 
also 'full of faith,' having the mind deeply imbued with 
religious sentiment, being fully persuaded of the truth of 
what is proposed to others, and of living upon that truth, is 
enforced with considerable energy. 

'l'he connection between piety and usefulness is well 
accounted for; and on this part of the subject, which is 
intended to afford encouragement to the faithful discharge 
of the ministerial office, several important remarks are ex• 
hibited towards the close of the address, which deserve the 
serious attention of all who are engaged in testifying the 
gospel of the grace of God. Eminent spirituality, rather 
than talents, is shown to have the greatest influence on 
ministerial success. 

" In almost all the g1·eat works which God hath wrought in any 
pel'iocl of ti111e, he has honoured men of this character, by makino- them 
his instrumenl!l. Jn the midst of a sore calamity upon the m~rmur­
iog Israelites, when God was inclined to show mercy, it was by 
means of his servant Aaron, running with a censer of fire in his hand, 
3:nd standing between the liv_ing ancl the deacl. T~.e great reforrna­
t10n that was brought about rn tl,e ,lays of Hezekiah, was uy the in­
strumentalit:,: of n man, wh~' wroug:ht that which was good and right, 
and true, be lure the :1,ord 111s G.od, and then it follows-' i\ncl in every 
woi·k that he began In the service of the house of God, and in \ie law, 
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and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, 
and prospered.'* 

"There was another great reformation in the Jewish church, 
about the time of their return from Ilabylon. One of the chief instru­
ments in this wo1 k was Ezra,' a ready scribe in the law of his Goel;' a 
man who had 'prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to 
do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments ;' a man who 
• fasted and prayed at the river Ahava,' previous to his great under­
taking; a man who w~s afterwards.' sorely astonished, and in heavi­
ness, and would eat no meat, nor drink water, but fell upon l,is knees, 
and spread out his hands unto the Lord his God, on account uf the 
transg!·ession of the people.'! Another great instrument in this work 
was JS ehemiah, a man that wholly devoted himself to the service of 
God ancl his people, laboui-ing night and day; a u,an who was not to 
be seduced by the intrigues uf God's advcl'saries, nor intirnidate.d by 
their thl'eatenings: but who pel'severed iu his work till it was finish­
ed, clo,ing his labours with this solemn prayer an<l appeal: • Think 
upon me, oh my God, for good, according to all that I have done for 
this people.'+ 

"Barnabas also was' a !!:oocl man, full of the Holy Ghost, and of 
faith; and much people was added tu the Lord.'§ 

The blessedness of t/,c dead wlw die in tllc Lord: A 
Sermon delivered at the funeral of JJfr. Beeby lVallis. 
li92. 

The preaching and publishing of funeral sermons is a 
practice so very common, and the praise bestowed on the 
pious dead has generally been so indiscriminate, that men 
of reflecting minds lrnve been led to suspect whether the~e 
orations be not the effect of religious complaisance, rather 
than of wisdom and fitlelity; and whether by reducing the 
standard of moral excellence so as to give to the generality 
of modern christians a kind of gigantic stature, or a high 
degree of commendation for the most ordinary virtues, be 
uot adapted to injure rather than promote the interests of 
true religion. 

Mr. Fuller seemed aware of this objection; he, therefore, 
states and obviates it in a manner that sufficiently justified 
his own procedure. His words are: "I have commouly 
declined saying much of deceased friends, and still think, 
that, generally speaking, it is right to do so, because the 
generality of characters, even of good men, have nothing in 
them fery remarkable, or worthy of being heltl up for our 
imitation. But for this very reason, I think, in some cases, 
it would be wrong to omit it. Perhaps no human writings 
have had a better elfect, than the Lives of eminently holy 

• 2 Chron. xxxi. 20, 21. I Ezra vii. 10. viii. 10. ix. 6. x. 6. 
t N ehemlah, chap. iii-vi. § Act! xi. 2-1. 
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men. When, therefore, any such characters appear among 
us, I think it is right to collect as much as we can, the 
remembrance of which may be of general use" And cer­
tainly, the little that is here said of the good man whose 
funeral solemnities occasioned this apology, was fully de­
manded by the eminence of his character. 

One thing is noticed of him in this discourse, which Mr. 
Fuller frequently repeated in conversation with peculiar 
pleasure, as affording singular evidence of that sincerity 
and uprightness which had marked his general conduct, 
and it is worthy of being recorded for general instruction. 
About a week before Mr. Wallis <lied, he requested a few 
Christian friends to visit him, and to pray with him. 

"Five of us went to see him," says Mr. Fuller. "When there, he 
told us that he did not wish us to pray for his life; he considered it as 
the will of God that he shou Id die; and added, 'his will be done!' 
'But pray,' said he,' that if there be a11y sins of which I have been 
guilty, and ha,•e not yet repented; any sins for which God hath any 
controversy with me, thal he would l!ivc me a proper sense of them 
before I die; or if not, that I mi~ht enjoy the light of his countenance 
in death.' \Ve were all exceedingly affected. After praying with 
him for about an hour, he gathered up what little strength he had, 
and addressed himself to us with a kintl of solemn farewell." 

The Sermon itself, founded on Rev. xiv. 13, is far from 
being one of Mr. Fuller's best, and will scarcely bear a 
comparison with his later productions. It is plain and 
serious, very well adapted to the occasion ; but possesses 
very little pathos, or originality of thought. 

Tlte Importance of a deep and intimate Knowledge of 
Divine Trutlt : A Sermon delivered at an Association 
of Baptist Ministers and Clwrc/1cs, at St. Albans, June 
I, 1796. 

This masterly discourse is founded on the Apostle's re­
proof of those professors, who, when for the time they ought 
to be teachers, have need that one teach them again what 
are the first principles of the oracles of God. Heh. v. 
12-14. 

For the better elucidation of his text, the preacher ob-­
serveA, that it supposes all divine knowledge to be derirnd 
from the oracles of God ; that they include a complete sys­
tem of divine truth; and that believers should not be sat­
isfied with the attainment of the first principles of the doc­
trine of Christ, which require little or no investioation in 
order to their being understood, but search into the mean-
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ing of those deep things of God, which lie beyond the reach 
of superficial observation. 

He then deduces, as the leading sentiment of the pas­
sage, "The importance of a deep and intimate knowledge 
of divine truth;" previously inquiring wherein it consists. 
Here he introduces a necessary caution to persons, in the 
present imperfect state, to beware how they presumptuous­
ly attempt to explore such. subjects as arc iu their own 
nature 'unsearchable,' and which the highest order of in• 
telligences are described as 'desiring to look into,' with the 
deepest reverence and awe. He neither uses the terms 
absolutely, to express the real conformity of our ideas to 
the foll extent of the things themselves; nor comparatively, 
as respecting saints on earth and saints in heaven ; but 
merely in reference to the degrees of knowledge among 
good men in this life; the acquirements of some, being so 
superficial, that others, compared with them, may be said 
to have a deep and intimate acquaintance with divine 
truth. 

To attain this, though we are not to stop at first princi­
ples, we must be well grounded in them, since in religion, 
as in every other science, they are the foundation on which 
the whole structure rests.-We are not to content ourselves 
with knowing what is truth, but must acquaint ourselves 
with its evidence, and trace its wisdom and harmony ; for 
nothing tends more to establish the mind, and interest the 
heart in it, than a prcception of its being ijdapted at once 
to display the glory of the divine character, and meet the 
necessities of guilty man. We are to learn it immediately 
from the oracles of God, and not to be content with seeing 
it in the light in which some great and good men place it; 
for though their writings and preaching are not to be des­
pised, they must not be considered as oracular. We must 
view it in its various connections, in the great system of 
redemption, and not renounce the study of systematical 
divinity because it has of late years beP.n derided; since to 
be without system is nearly the same thing as to be. with­
out principle; for even principles, while they continue in 
a disorganized state, will answer no valuable purpose in 
the religious life. . _i 

Having considered the means of attaining the knowl­
edge which he recommends, he powerfully cvinres its im­
portance, by showing that a neglect of God's word_ is re­
presented as a heinous sin; that the word itself is a means 
of ~anctification, and the great source of Chtistian enjoy­
ment, but that no effect of this kind can be produced any 
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farther than the truth itself is imbibed; that as a principal 
object in the religious life is to diffuse the gospel around 
us, according to our capacities and opportunities, we ~an­
not discharge our duties as parents, masters, and neigh• 
hours, to our children or servants, the church or the world, 
unless we ourselves acquire the knowledge we are bound 
to communicate; that the pernicious doctrines propagated 
by some, the infidelity avowed by others, and the apostasy 
of many from the truth, render a deep acquaintance with 
the Scriptures necessary, if we would stand fast in the 
faith, and be the means of preserving others from falling, 
especially the rising generation, for whose souls, in this 
age of peculiar trial, we ought to express the most benev­
olent concern. 

The Cltristian Doctrine of Rewards: A Scrrnon delivered 
at tlte Circus, Erlinburgli, on Lord's day evening, Oct. 
13, 1799. Published by Request. 

This Sermon is justly entitled to rank among the ablest 
productions of Mr. Fuller's pen. The text is Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

"Perhaps there is nothing," says our author, "to which depraved 
creatures are more addicted, thou~h notliing lie more dangerou~, than 
self deception. It is from this predilection in favour of some thing that 
shall prophesy good concerning them, that lhe truth is di,;relished, and 
those <ioclrines and systems of religion which flatter their pri,le and 
cherish their security, are so eagerly imbib~d. The human heart 
loves lo he soothed. The pleasinµ; sounds of peace, peace, though 
there be no peace, will be gratefully received. But let us not be our 
own enemies. To impose upon oUl"sclves i, all that we can do: God 
is not mocked. When all is said and done, Whatsoever a man sow­
eth, that shall he also reap." 

Adverting to various refuges of lies, to which the un­
believing and impenitent repair, he particularizes some of 
the most prevalent. Some men venture to hope that there 
is no lw-cr1fta, no harvest to follow; or that though they 
sow to the Jlesh, yet that they shall not of the flesh reap 
corruption. Others admit a future state, yet hope to es­
cape the just reward of their evil deeds, from an idea of 
tlw general mercy of God,-while a third class, as in popish 
countries, derive a hope from the performance of certain 
superstitious rite~, or tlie brstowment of a portion of their 
wcaltft on some rdigious objctf. The preacher sifts each of 
these pleas to ,the bottom, exposes their vanity, and in 
rcfere11ce to the last of them, thus strikingly addresses his 
hearers:-



HEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 145 

" We shall have a collection this evening for the printing of the 
New Testament in the Bengalee language. If I only wished for 
your money, I might say, Give, whatever be your motive! No, I am 
not so concerned for the s~lvation of the heathen as to be regardless of 
that of my own countrymen! I ask not a penny from such a motive; 
and moreover, I solemnly warn you that if you give all your substance 
in this way, it will avail you nothing. Be not deceived: God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

The preacher then lays down the following position, as 
comprising the doctrine of his text, namely, "That all which 
is <lone in this life is preparatory to another ; or that the 
sorrows and joys of a future world bear a similar relation 
to what is wrought in this, as the harvest bears to the seed 
sown." This general doctrine he then proceeds to illus­
trate at large, beginning with the subject of sowing to tlie 
flesh, and marking the relation which the future punishment 
of the wicked will bear to it. 

"Corruption," says he," does not consist in the destruction of being, 
but of wcll-bdng: in the blasting of peace,joy, ancl hope; and, conse­
quently, in the enduring of ti-ibulation, an~uish, and everlasting des­
pair. This dreadful harvest will originate in the sin which has been 
committed in the present life. Even here we see enough of its de­
structive tendency. We see iutempcrance followed with disease; 
idleness with rags; pride with scorn; and indifference to evangelic 
truth with the belief of a lie. We see nations desolated by wars, 
uei~hhourhoods and families rendered miserable by contentions, and 
the minds ot individuals sinking untler the various loads of guilt, re­
morse, ancl despair. Gre;i.t is the misery of man upon him ; yet this 
is bul the blad~ proceeding from this deadly seed; or, at most, the 
ear: the full corn in the ear is rnserved for another state." 

Mr. Fuller remarks, that future misery will greatly con­
sist in reflection. Abraham said to the rich man, Son, 
remember! If the memory could be obliterated, a great part 
of the torments of hell would be extinguished. But it must 
remain ; and he instances four things in particular, pertain­
ing to sin, which will continue to be the objects of reflec­
tion, and consequently prove the source of future misery. 
These are-the character of the Being against whom it has 
been committed-the folly of it-the aggravating circum­
stances attending it-and its effects on others with whom we 
have been connected. Under the third of these particulars 
he justly observes, that the same actions committed under 
different circumstances possess very different degrees of 
guilt. The· heathens in pursuing their immoralities are 
without excuse; but those who are guilty of the same 
things amidst the blaze of gospel light are much more so. 

N 
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Having illustrated the consequences of sowing to the 
flesh .Mr. Fuller next offers some remarks on sowing to the 
Spirit, in which he points out the relation that subsists 
between what is done for Christ in this life, and in the joys 
of the life to come. With great propriety, however, he 
guards his hearers against supposing, that the connection 
which exists between sowing to the Spirit, and reaping 
everlasting life, is of the nature of due desert, or that it 
bears a strict analogy to that which subsists between sin 
and its penal sanction. No; the wages of sin is death; 
but 'eternal life is the gift of God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.' This point on which so many mistakes abound 
in the world, is very satisfactorily illustrated by an induc­
tion o, particulars, in which it is shown-that nothing 
performed by a creature, however pure, can properly merit 
everlasting life-but that God, having designs of mercy 
towards his rebellious creatures, sent forth his Son to obey 
and suffer in their place resolving to bestow eternal life on 
all that believe in him, as the reward of bis undertaking­
that be now accepts believing sinners for the sake of his be­
loved Son, and not only blesses them with all spiritual bless­
ings 'in him, through him, and for bis sake,' but also re­
wards their services in his kingdom, through the same 
medium-their services become impregnated with his 
worthiness, their petitions also being offered up with the 
'much incense' of his intercession. Thus God in approv­
ing the services of believers, approves of the obedience and 
sacrifice of his Son, of which they are the fruits; and in 
rewarding them, continues to reward him, or to express his 
good pleasure in his mediation. 

Thus the apparent difficulty is removed, and the way 
paved for establishing the position, "that the joys of futuri­
ty will bear a relation to what is done for Christ in the 
present life, similar to that between the seed and the har­
vest." And here the preacher expatiates as in a boundless 
ocean of infinite delight-a subject to which his own powers, 
gigantic as they were, appear to have been felt inadequate. 
He takes a rapi? ~lance at the labours of prophets, apostles, 
and the first rnm1sters of the word ; and witnessing their 
effects upon the general cause, finds ample encouragement 
for himself and his brethren to tread in their sacred steps. 
"We can form no competent ideas," says he, "at present, 
of the effects of good, any more than of evil. What we do 
of either is merely the kindling of a fire; how far it may 
burn we cannot tell, and, generally speaking, our minds 
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are hut little occupied about it. Who can calculate the 
effects of a modest testimony borne to truth, of an impor­
tunate prayer for its success, of a disinterested act of self­
denial, of a willing contribution, of a seasonable reproof, 
of a wholesome counsel, of even a sigh of pity, or a tear 
of sympathy? Each, or any of these exercises, may he 
the means in the Lord's hand, of producing that in the 
bosoms of individuals, which may be communicated to 
their connections, and from them to theirs, to the end of 
time." 

Jl£emoirs of Rev. Samuel Pearce, Pastor of the Baptist 
Churcli, Cannon-Street, Birmingham; with Extracts 
from some of ltis most interesting Letters. 1900'. 

We have sometimes read, and sometimes heard of a few 
such men as Mr. Pearce ; hut it is so rare a thing to see 
so much real excellence embodied in a living character, 
that some have even doubted whether these Memoirs ex­
hibit a correct and impartial delineation. Those, however, 
who were best acquainted with Mr. Pearce, and his able 
Biographer, have the most ample assurance that a truer 
description was never given of any man, than is to he 
found in the pages of this interesting work. Partiality 
did nothing; it added no flattery to the portrait, gave no 
colouring to a faded countenance, nor concealed any of its 
defects; the charms of moral goodness drew the writer to 
his subject, fixed his admiration, and diffused themselves 
over every page. 

Mr. Fuller, nevertheless, compiled these Memoirs under 
several advantages. He had a personal and intimate ac­
quaintance with the subject, who lived long enough to 
unveil the splendour of his character, and died before a 
cloud had intervened ; he was able, therefore, to give a full 
view of the interior, and to lay open the richest treasures 
of the heart. He was also amply provided with such re­
sources as are rarely obtained, though very desirable in 
every similar undertaking; he had access to a variety of 
interesting letters, as well as the private journals written 
by Mr. Pearce. But one thing which eminently contributed 
to the acceptability of these Memoirs, and which has gained 
for them so high a place in the public estimation, is the 
judicious _selection w_hich the writer made of hi~ materia\s: 
not suffermg any thmg to appear that was trite or unm­
teresting, or that tended to lessen the general effect, He 
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had no idea that every thing which could be said of a good 
man ought to be obtruded on the public, and was not a 
little disgusted with the nauseous manner in which certain 
editors continued from time to time, to retail " the offals" 
of the celebrated Mr. Romaine.* He, therefore, threw 
aside, as he afterwards acknowledged, a great number of 
unimportant anecdotes, while compiling the Memoirs of Mr. 
Pearce, and retained nothing but what was worthy of gen­
eral regard. To this just discrimination we are indebted 
for one of the best specimens of christian biography,_ and 
perhaps, for the most useful of all Mr. Fuller's writings. 

In forming an estimate of the character of his amiable 
friend, he fixes on what he calls the governing principle, 
which was HOLY LOVE; he then traces its various opera­
tions, throughout the tenor of his life. No one can properly 
view this picture, without discovering in it the han<l of a 
master, nor without desiring an equal assimilation to the 
divine likeness. 

"It is not enough to say of this affectionate spirit, that it formed a 
prominent feature in his character; it was rather the life blood that 
animated the whole system. He seemed, as one of his friends observ­
ed, to be baptized in it. It was holy love that gave the tone lo his 
general deportment: as a son, a subject, a neighbour, a Christian, a 
minister, a p~stor, a friend, a husband, and a father, he was manifestly 
governed by this principle ; and thi~ it was that produced in him tha.t 
lovely uniformity of character, which constitutes the true beauty of 
holiness. 

By the grace of God he was what he was ; and to the honour of 
grace, and not for the glory of a sinful worm, oo it recorded. Like 
all other men, he was the subject of a depraved nature. He felt and 
lamented it, and longed lo depart that he might be freed from it: hut 
certainly we have seldom seen a character, taking him altogether, 
whose excellencies were so many and so uniform, and whose imper­
fections were so few. We have seen men rise high in contemplation, 
who have aboundc,J but little in action. We have seen zeal mingled 
with bitterness, an<l candour degenerate into indifference; expe1·imen­
tal reli~ion mixed with a large poi·tion of enthusiasm; and what is 
called ratkmal religion, void of every thing that interests the heart of 
man. We have seen splendi<l talents tarnished with iusuITerahle 
pride; sel"iousness with melancholy; cheerfulness with levity; and 
great attainments in religion with uncharitable censoriousness towards 
men of low degree: but we have not seeB these things in our brother 
Pearce. 

* An eloquent writer bas observed," that there are in truth very 
few particulars in any man's life worthy of being recorded ; and of 
those who really have lived, a very short memoir indeed will servo 
all the valuable purposes of history." H-unter'a Biography. Vol. 
Ti. p. 383. 
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Finally: In him we see that the way to true excellence is not t~ 
affect eccentricity, nor to aspire after the performance of a few splen• 
did actions; but to fill up our lives with a sober, mo<lest, sincere, af­
fectionate, assiduous, and uniform conduct. Real greatness attaches 
to character; and cha1·acter arises from a course of action. The solid 
reputation of a merchant :irises not from his having made his fortune 
by a few successful adventures; but from a course of wise economy, 
and honourable industry, which gradually accumulating, advances by 
pence to shillings, and by shillings to pounds. It is much the same 
in religion. We do not esteem· a wan for one, or two, or three good 
deeds, any farther than as these deeds are in<lications of the real state 
of his mind. We do not estimate the character of Christ himself so 
much from his having given sight to the blind, or restored Lazarus 
from the grave, as from his going about continually doing good." 

God:s Approbation of our Labours necessary to the Hope 
of Success : A Sermon delivered at the annual meeting 
of the Bedford Union. May. 6, 1801. 

The text chosen as the foundation of this discourse, is 
Numbers xiv. 8, and its discussion is well suited to the 
occasion. 

"Con~idering the object of the present meeting," says the preacher, 
" you will probably suppose that my thoughts have been employed in 
drawing a parallel between the un<lertaking of Israel to subdue the 
Canaanites, an<l take possession of their land in the name of Jehovah, 
and our undertaking to subdue to the obedience of Chl'ist the hearts 
of his enemies both at home and abroad, and in this manner, take 
possession of the world for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chl'ist. It is 
true, they have: and in discoursing upon the subject, I shall first 
attempt to justify the application by t1·acing the analogy between the 
two cases, and then consi<ler the proviso on which we are given to 
expect success." 

Under the former proposition, disclaiming all fanciful 
accommodations, Mr. Fuller considers the gift of Canaan 
to the Israelites as designed to prefigure the dominion 
promised to the Messiah, _as well_ as preparato~y to that 
glorious event. In both d1spensat1ons, the service of the 
true God was to supersede the kingdom of Satan ; both 
undertakings were authorized by a divine command, and 
encouraged by a divine promise; both were to be accom­
plished gradually, and by means of ardent, deadly, and 
persevering struggles. 

"All that Israel gained was by dint of sword. It was at the expense 
of many lives, yea, m~ny thousands of lives, that they at last came to 
the full posses9ion of the land, and that the promises of Go<l were 
fulfilled toward9 them. The same may be sai<l of the establishment 
of Christ's king<lom. It wa.1 by ardent and persevering struggles that 
the gospel was introduced into various nations, cities, and towns, 

N2 
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where it now is; and in many instances at the expense of life. But 
we have been so long inured lo act under the shadow of civil protection, 
and without any serious inconvenience to our temporal interests, that 
we are startled at difficulties which the ancient Christians would have 
met with fortitude. They put their lives in their hands, 'standing in 
jeopardy every hour,' a~d though we cannot be suffic_iently than_k_ful 
for the protection we enJoy, yet we must not make this the cond1t1on 
of our activity for Christ. 'He that observeth the wind, shall not 
sow ; and he that regardeth the clouds, shall not reap.' If ever God 
prosper us in any great degree, it will be in the exercise of that spirit 
by which the martyrs obtained a good report." 

The proviso on which we are warranted to hope for 
success is this-.lj' t!te Lord DELIGHT JN us, then will he 
bring us into tlie land; and by this is understood, " a com­
placency in our character and labours." It requires, that 
the object we pursue must be simply the cause of God, 
unmixed with worldly policy, or party interest; that the 
doctrine we teach must be that of Christ and him crucified ; 
that the motive of our undertakings must be pure, not 
sordid nor vain; that in promoting them we must be sensi­
ble of our c,wn insufficiency, and depend upon God ; only 
that we must persevere in them to the end, and maintain 
the exercise of a lively faith in the power and promises of 
God. • 

In applying these several topics to the exertions made 
to spread the gospel, both among our ignorant countrymen 
around us, (which is the leading object of the Union formed 
at Bedford,) and in heathen nations, the same perspicuity, 
simplicity, and force of argument, are displayed, which 
have so strongly recommended Mr. Fuller's larger publi­
cations. 

Prefixed to this animating discourse, is a brief account 
of the religious association to which it was addressed, and 
at whose request it was printed. 

The Backslider; or an Enquiry into the Nature, Symp­
toms, and Effects of Religious Declension, with the JJ,Ieans 
of Recovery. 1801. 

Though Mr. Fuller was much engaged in theological 
controversy, it seems, to have been a duty imposed upon 
him Ly the circumstances of the times, and occasioned 
by the strong reasoning powers with which he was endued, 
rather than any preference he entertained for polemical 
divinity. Had he been left to his own choice, he would 
have produced several other Essays, like the present, of 
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great practical importance ; but there was an almost in­
cessant demand upon his time and attention for other 
discussions, which left him but little opportunity to pursue 
his favourite design. 

Like many others of some standing in the ministry, he 
had obserl'ed "that several persons, of whom he once en­
tertained a favourable opinion, and with whom he formerly 
walked in christian fellowship, had fallen, either from the 
doctrine or the practice of pure religion ; and this it was 
that furnished an occasion for the present performance. 
He had also noti<:ed, that the efforts which were making 
to spread the knowledge of the gospel, tended both to 
increase the number of persons who profess to believe its 
doctrines, and to call into activity many who make that 
profession, without believing with the heart unto righte­
ousness, 

Perhaps it is not possible, that zeal and activity should 
be generally excited among real Chr:stians, without being 
exposed to the intrusion of some who are destitute of 
genuine religion ; and of others who are very imperfectly 
acquainted with its power. The former will gladly cloak 
their hypocrisy with a show of zeal ; and the latter, through 
ignorance of themselves, will aspire to the honour of teach­
ing others what they need themselves to be taught. Hence, 
at such a period, instances of backsliding are likely to be 
not only more frequent, but more notorious, and more awful 
in proportion as means are used for the advancement of 
the gospel. Hence also those professors, whose luke­
warmness and contractedness of mind are proof against 
all example and argument for exertion, are likely to avail 
themselves of the apostasy or declensions of some who 
have appeared zealous for a time, to harden their own 
hearts, and to settle the more complacently upon their lees. 
These dangers, which are but too strongly corroborated by 
lamentable facts, were sufficient to evince the necessity of 
"an inquiry into the nature, symptoms, and effects of relig­
ious declension, with the means of recovery." 

Mr. Fuller distinguishes between the·total backsliding 
of a hypocrite, and the partial backsliding of an unstable 
believer. He adds, however, the very needful caution, 
"that it will be difficult if not impossible, for the party 
himself, at the time, to perceive the difference:"-" The 
scriptures know nothing of that kind of confidence which 
remlers men easy in their sins." He defines as various 
species of backsliding-a. relinquishment of evangelical 
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doctrine-falling into some gross immorality-love of the 
world-conformity to it-and an eager and deep interest in 
political disputes. 

The description given of the symptoms of this spiritual 
disease is of the utmost importance in discovering its dif­
ferent ~tages ; and perhaps there are few Christians who 
will not find their state, at one time or other, deeply impli­
cated in some of those gradations which the Author has 
marked. Those, however, who are happily growing in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, will do well to observe the first signs of declension, 
that they may constantly be on their guard. Many who 
are least aware of a decline, may have made considerable 
progress in a departure from God ; and it is often very 
difficult for a backslider to make himself sensible of his 
dangerous condition. 

In pointing out the means of recovery, the Author dwells 
on the injurious and dangerous effects of sin lying upon 
the conscience unlamented; urges several considerations 
tending to excite repentance, and to awaken the mind to 
watchfulness and prayer. No one can attentively read 
these pungent remarks without deriving some spiritual 
benefit, and many have expressed their thankfulness to 
God for them. In an age when so little has been written 
on casuistical or experiment.al subjects, or written to so 
little purpose, this pamphlet is peculiarly acceptable; and 
though several large editions have already been disposed 
of, there can be no doubt but so long as the religion of the 
heart is cultivated, more will still be demanded. 

The Obedience of Churches to their Pastors: A Sermon 
delivered at the Ordination of the Rev. T. Morgan, Bir­
mingham. 1802. 

Among Protestant Dissenters in general, but more es­
pecially in some denominations, the doctrine of' obedience' 
and 'submission' to pastoral authority is as little under­
stood or inculcated, as is that of religious equality in an 
ecclesiastical hierarchy. Between these wide extremes 
there is certainly a wholesome medium; but such is the 
imperfection of human nature, that it does not seem to be 
constituted for any medium. If we reject the domination 
of an antichristian priesthood, we are also required to reject 
with it every idea of subordination amongst the members 
of a christian church, and to level down all distinctions 
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between the functions of an office and the common privi­
leges of private individuals. This is an error which requires 
to be corrected, though Mr. Fuller, from the practical sys­
tem which he generally adopted in reference to other 
churches and ministers, was not the most likely person to 
apply the remedy. . 

On the present occasion, however, he undertakes, from 
Heb. xiii. 17, to explain the iiature of that" obedience and 
submission which is required of a people towards their 
pastor:" and having premised, that his being freely chosen 
by the church, his ruling agreeably to the laws of Christ, 
and his walking himself according to the same rule, are 
essential to the exercise of legitimate authority ; he finds 
the obedience of the people to consist in a cordial reception 
of his doctri'be, a respect for his conversational advice, a 
deference to his judgment in the assemblies of the church, 
and a submission to his reproofs. 

All this sounds very well, and accords with the dictates 
of reason and revelation : how it i~ reduced to practice, is 
quite another question. 1f the power of religion were duly 
felt, and our social habits a little more refined, no doubt 
these principles would freely operate; but there is a ten­
dency in the present state of the dissenting discipline to 
neutralize, if not to render them perfectly nugatory; and 
in too many cases, ministers are expected to yield obedience 
rather than receive it. 

The motives urged by the apostle are well illustrated 
in this sermon, and they are such as demand the most 
serious attention. Ministers are required to watclt, with 
the most assiduous care, over the flock committed to their 
charge; to watch for them, with the tender solicitude of a 
father; while Satan, the world, and innumerable enemies, 
are watching against them, and waiting to take an advan­
tage. Others may be in trusted with their property, their 
health, or their life ; but ministers watch for tlie souls of 
their people, a charge of higher importance than that of 
kingdoms and empires. Tiley do it also as those that 
must give aaouni, not only of the manner in which they 
have discharged their trust, but likewise of the people com­
mitted to their care. U n<ler this head are the following 
pungent interrogations: 

"Anrl what will be the account of your pastor? Will he be able to 
eay to the chief Shephel'd,' Here am I, an,! thP. cliildl'en whom the 
Lord hath 11,'iven me?' 0 that he might! But it is much to be feared 
that some of you who are this day committed to his charge, will in 
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that day be missing; and what account will he then have to give ? 
Will he not huve to say, •Lord, some of them neglected thy _wor~: 
some have resisted it; some have reproached me for preachmg 1t; 
some have deserted it, and turned aside after lying vanities; some 
who have continuecl, have not received the love of the truth that they 
might be saved; hearing, they have heard, and not understood; see, 
ing, they have seen, aud not perceived; their heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears arc dull of hearin)!, and their eyes they have closed?' 
And how if, when inlerro6ated, he should not be able to acquit him• 
self? How if it should µrove, that he did not warn you, 001· seek after 
you, nor care for you ? Ah, then you will perish, and your blood_ will 
be required at his hand! Who, alas, who is sufficient for these thmgs? 
At all events, for yonr own sake, and for his sake, do not hinder him 
in his work. Wo unto him, if he preach not the gospel; and wo 
unto you, if you oppose him in it. In short, if you have any regard to 
your own souls, or the souls of others, obey the counsels of Heaven, 
which are communicated to you through his ministry, and submit 
yourselves," 

11 
• 

This is one of the Author's best sermons; it is remark­
ably condensed, and full of interesting sentiment. 

Expository Remarks on the Discipline of the Primitive 
Churches. 

This small but valuable tract, originally written at the 
request of the Baptist Churches and Ministers of the 
Northamptonshire Association, was afterwards printed in 
another form, and passed through several large editions. 
At the time of composing it, the Author went through the 
whole of the New Testament, in order to collect all the 
passages which bore upon the subject; and hence he en­
titled his performance, "Expository Remarks." Under the 
term •·Discipline," however, he did not intend to include 
the whole of the order of a christian church ; but only that 
part of it which consists in the members having a mutual 
care over one another, and the conduct we are directed to 
pur:sue in cases of offence. 

The points of forbearance in a religious community, he 
r~stricts to such as may exist without bc:ng an occasion of 
dispute and wrangling; such as do not enter into the es­
sence of Christ's kingdom; do not supersede his authority, 
1mbvert the gospel, or destroy the work of God. Jn dealing 
with offenders, he points out the motives which ought to 
guide the conduct of the society; he also guards against 
the extremes of false tenderness and unchristian severity, 
and distinguishes between faults which arise from sudden 
temptation, and such as are the effect of habit. The duties 
of church members individually, one towards another, and 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 155 

of the pastor in his official capacity, are next explained. 
On this point some important sentiments occur, not more 
remarkable for their justness, than for the undeserved man­
ner in which they are too generally neglected. 

"In all our admonitions, regard should be had to the age and char­
acter of the party. An elder, a~ well as other men, may be in fault, 
and a fault that may require to be noticed ; but let him be told of it in 
a tender and respectful manner. While you expostulate with younger 
men on a footing of equality, pay a deference to age and office. • Re­
buke not an Elder, but entreat him as a Father, and the younger men 
as brethren.' In cases of evil report, where things are said of a 
brother, which if true must affoct his character, and the purity of the 
church, it cannot be right to go on to report it. Love will not lead to 
this. Many reports we know are unfounded; or if true in the main, 
they may have been aggravated; or there may be circumstances 
attending the case, which, if fully understood, would make things ap­
pear very different from the manner in- which they have been repre­
sented. Now it is almost impossible that any one hut the party him­
self should be acquainted with all these circumstances, or able to give 
a full account of them. No time, therefore, should be lost, ere we 
inquire at the hand of_ our brother." 

Better counsel than this could not b:, given : it is founded 
in the truest equity. But it might be asked, where is the 
practical example? Instead of "inquiring immediately at 
the hand of an accused brother," he is often the last person 
of whom any such inquiry is made. 

The objects of direct and unqualified censure, as here 
stated, are-a departure from the faith of the gospel, or 
any of its leading doctrines-and cases of notorious and 
complicated wickedness. Much excellent advice is offered 
on the manner of conducting the censures of the church, 
the treatment proper to be observed in cases of excommu­
nication, and on several other topics connected with prim­
itive discipline. Certainly, nothing is more wanted to­
wards the improvement of the general state of christian 
fellowship, than a practical exhibition of these Expository 
Remarks._ 

C!tristian Patriotism; or 
towards tlteir Countr_ij. 
tering, Aug. 14, 1803. 

tlte Duty of Religious People 
A Discourse delivered at Ket-

The spirit of Christianity, which breathes nothing but 
peace and good will towards men, is so repugnant to the 
profession of arms, that it required something like scrip­
tural ar11uments to satisfy the comciences of " religious 
people/'' that it was their duty to enrol themselrns in the 
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volunteer corps, which at that time began to make so 
formidable an appearance throughout the country, and 
which the dread of invasion had called into existence. 

To accomplish this purpose, the preacher chose the 
words of Jeremiah to the Jews in captivity; 'Seek the 
peace of the city, whither I have caused you to be carried 
away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the 
peace thereof ye shall have peace.' Having observed that 
the Jews were at that time enslaved, abused, and insulted 
by their enemies, he asks; "If such was the duty of men 
in their circumstances, can there be any doubt with respect 
to ours?"-" The invader was to them a deliverer: but to 
us, beyond all doubt, he would be a destroyer.''· 

The duty of Christians is then first considered, and after­
wards the motive by which it is enforced. 

In explanation of the former, it is observed, that our 
duty consists in 'seeking the peace of the city,' and 'pray­
ing to the Lord for it.' Those who do this, will not dis­
turb the public peace by inflammatory speeches, by spread­
ing discontent, exciting disgust against public measures, 
and contempt of magistrates. They will do all they can to 
promote its welfare; and whatever be their political system, 
will support government as long as it answers the great 
ends of its existence; they will sacrifice their private in­
terest, and in case of imminent danger expose their lives in 
its defence. 

The Author here refutes the idea, that defence is wrong 
in all cases. He cites the example of Abraham in the Old 
Testament; and in the New, the conduct of Paul at Philip­
pi. At the same time he condemns the modern notions of 
honour, and maxims of revenge. He also remarks, that 
Christians are not to use the sword in defence of their own 
principles; and that such as have, on this ground, taken 
the sword, have usually perished by the sword; instancing, 
as examples, the Alhigenses, the Bohemians, and the 
French Protestants. But the defence of civil order stands 
on different grounds; and if all were thus to ne<Ylect their 
duty, the magistrate would indeed 'bear the sword in vain.' 
It is no sin, says he, to be a soldier; witness two believing 
centurions: John did not reprove the soldiers for bearing 
arms, but instructed them in their duty as soldiers. 

With respect to the injustice of a war, it is observed 
that it is of a very complex nature, and that we are unac: 
quainted with many facts, the knowledge of which is ne­
cessary to enable us to decide the point. One thing we 
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know, }Vhether it be right that one nation should seek the 
utter ·ruin of another-it is evidently our duty to resist 
such an attempt, however it may have been provoked. 

Another part of our duty consists in 'praying to the 
Lord,' for public peace and prosperity. We should beware 
that all our dependence as a nation is upon God, and that 
a great load of guilt lies upon our country. 

In considering the motive; we are told that our duty is 
graciously interwoven with our interest: 'Ye shall have 
peace.' The preacher then draws a picture of the miseries 
which all ranks of life would endure, as citizens, as rela­
tions, and as Christians, if the public tranquillity were 
disturbed. Happily, these groundless apprehensions have 
long since passed away; and the sermon only remains, 
unsatisfactory as it is, to perpetuate the "Christian Patriot-
ism" of its Author. • • 

A Vindi'.cation of Protestant Dissent,frorn tlie Charges of 
tlte Rev. Tlwrnas Robinson, Vicar of St. Mary's, Lei­
cester. 1804. 

At the time this little pamphlet was written, a spirit of 
opposition ran high against the evangelical clergy; and 
some of their bitterest enemies were found amongst the 
members of the establishe'd church. A long and acrimoni­
ous controversy had been maintained, for and against an 
evangelical construction of the Articles, and on the ten­
dency of the evangelical ministry; and though the adverse 
party failed in their proof, and were eventually defeated, 
they did not fail to get preferments in the church for their 
hostilities to the truth, nor to inspire their more enlighten­
ed brethren with the terrors of dissent. 

M,-, Robinson, though in other respects a man of great 
excellence, was at all times a rigid churchman, entertain­
ing high notions of Episcopal prerogatives, and of the pre­
cedence due to the establishment. No man more carefully 
avoided an approach to the contaminating principles of 
dissent; and while he honoured a few eminent individuals 
with his friendship, among whom Mr. Fuller himself was 
one, he maintained a chilling distance from the general 
body of nonconformists. But the particular class to \~l!ich 
he himself belonged, having fallen under severe susp1c1on, 
unjustly enough, that they had crept within the pale under 
an Episcopal disguise, as their adversaries insinuated, 

0 
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merely for the purpose of lowering character, ancl calum• 
niating the arguments which they could not answer, Mr. 
Robinson was tempted to give an immoderate display of 
his attachment; and in the warmth of his zeal in defence 
of Episcopacy, he made some foul attacks on the opposite 
party. 

Though Mr. Fuller was the advocate of union, rather 
than of dissent, and bore towards Mr. Robinson a consid­
erable share of esteem ; yet he could not suffer any per­
sonal considerations to interfere with the obligations he 
owed to truth, nor that the imposing authority of so re­
spectable a clergyman, in his own neighbourhood, should 
obtrude upon the public attention without examining its 
claims. He, nevertheless, entered upon his "Viudication" 
with great reluctance, and suffered it to appear without a 
name. 

His defence of Protestant Dissent seems reducible to 
two positions :-That the Church of England is not agree­
able to the scriptural and apostolic form; and that if it be, 
it is not e1·clusively; so as to have any right to claim the 
universal obedience of a particular tract of country. 

In reply to the charges which had been exhibited, he 
observes that while Mr. Robinson attempts to prove the 
established church apostolical in its "order of ministers," 
he neither cites any scripture, nor any authority for the 
office of arch-bishops, arch-deacons, deans, or priests; 
nor shows that the rank was in use, e\·en though the name 
were not recorded ; nor that one set of pastors were con­
trollable by another. 

Ile then examines and refutes the position, "That it is 
the duty of the subject to obey the ordinances of the church, 
unless they can be proved contrary lo divine injunction." 
He remarks, that if the apostles, like the popish church, 
had attempted to convert whole nations at once, and had 
acted on Mr. Robinson's principle, they would have fram­
ed different modes of worship in different places; they 
would have examined how much of the old materials of 
heathen superstition, "not directly contrary to divine in­
junction," would do to work up again ; they would also 
make as few alterations as possible, and introduce old 
things under new names . 

.Mr. Robinson's defence of the English church, he ob­
serves, would as well apply to the church of Rome. 1t 
might be said, 'She has her bishops, priests. and deacons; 
that her chain of subordination from the laity through the 
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clergy, and the bishops to the pope, is "reasonable and 
expedient;" that these, and· many other "decent and edify­
ing" things ought not to be rejected, unless they can be 
proved "contrary to express divine injunction." But, says 
the Author, to believe a doctrine, or practise a form, even 
if it may be innocent, merely on the ground of human au­
thority, destroys tlie very p1·inciple of christian obedience. 
He answers Mr. Robinson's encomiums on the doctrinal 
purity of the church by saying, that the Articles do not 
show what the church is, but what the church was; and 
that not one in ten believes them in their obvious meaning. 

The disputes among dissenters having been alleged, Mr. 
Fuller rebuts the objection in the following manner : 

"The clergy put various meanings on their own articles; and the 
peace which is boasted by the chnrch, is perhaps not so much the 
fruit of meekness and brotherly love, as the cause of indifference, and 
the stillness of ecclesiastical despotism. We see in the great body of 
the members of this community, not' saints, and faithful in Christ Je­
sus;' not 'a congregation of faithful men,' as the Articles define a 
church, but men of the world; men who would be ashamed to be 
thought saints, and who deride all spiritual religion. Where the 
spirit and conduct are evidently diverse from christianity; where no 
pretence is made to any other than trat.litional assent, which in Turkey 
would have made them i\-Iahometans, and in China, Pagans; where 
the very idea of' being born of God' is derided, and all spiritual relig­
ion regarded with contempt: to consider such persons as believers, is 
an abuse of charity and candour; and to treat them as such, is to foster 
self-deception." 

This little piece abounds with manly sense, good Jm­
mour, precision of thought, and a perspicuity and force of 
reasoning, corresponding with Mr. Fuller's other publi­
cations. Mr. Robinson read this performance, acknowl­
edged that it was written in a good spirit, but said he 
was not convinced. No, replied the Author, nor did I 
expect it: it will be enough, however, if others should be 
convinced. 

The Great Question Answered. 

This ~mall pamphlet was written at the request of a 
very worthy gentleman, who wished to distribute among 
the inhabitants of the north, a plain, practical piece, tend­
ing to awaken the consciences of the careless, and excite a 
serious inquiry about the salvation of their souls. The 
writer has, therefore, very suitably chosen for his subject, 
the question of the Philippian jailer: 'What must I do to 
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be saved?' And the apostle's answer: 'Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' 

In writing this pointed address to the unconverted, Mr. 
Fuller also intended to display the practical efficacy of 
those views of faith which he had so frequently contended 
for in his polemical works, and their adaptation to the case 
and conscience of the perishing and unbelieving. In this 
attempt he has been happily successful, and some of his 
warmest opponents are said to have expressed their 
satisfaction in the views that are here exhibited. The 
tract has had an extensive circulation, in a variety of 
forms, and has been translated into some of the foreign 
languages. 

Expository Discourses on tlie Book of Genesis, interspers­
ed witli Practical Reflections. 2 vols. 1806. 

The contents of these volumes, consisting of fifty-eight 
short discourses, were not, originally, intended for the 
press. The Author had been in the habit of delivering 
expository lectures for several years to his own congrega­
tion, on various parts of Scripture; and after proceeding 
a considerable way in the book of Genesis, without having 
preserved any thing more than a few short notes occa­
sionally, which served as an index to his intended dis­
course, he was earnestly requested by a friend to give the 
substance of his commentary to the public. With this 
request he reluctantly complied ; and after delivering his 
discourses from the pulpit, he copied the general outline for 
the press. 

In executing this performance, he selects a chapter or a 
section of convenient length, and furnishes a concise ex­
position of its leading circumstances, accompanied with a 
few pointed reflections. This method, though necessarily 
too limited for the expansive powers of the writer, is pur­
sued with the happiest effect; and it is difficult to con­
ceive of a larger quantity of pithy matter bein£T compressed 
within so small a compass. He is, perhaps, ~ore success­
ful. when a freedom from such restraints enables him to 
explore widely, to examine minutely, and to contend in 
open ground with the oppositions of enmity and error; but 
of all Mr. Fuller's writings, none have a higher claim to 
general regard, for their utility and practical importance, 
than his volumes on the Book of Genesis. 
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The historical and descriptive parts are peculiarly inter­
esting, and exhibit some of the finest specimens of moral 
painting. We are not only made acquainted with the 
principal events and transactions in the lives of the ante­
diluvian patriarchs; but we seem to be present at the 
scene, to behold them with our eyes, to develope the secrets 
of character, the springs of action, and to become intimate 
at once with the generations before the flood. The trial 
of the original transgressors,' after their fall, and the doom 
denounced upon them, are among the distinguishing fea­
tures of this performance. The effects of sin in perverting 
the understanding and polluting the heart, introducing 
prevarication and deceit, bringing guilt and shame upon 
the offenders, and ruin upon an unborn world, are depicted 
in the most vivid colours, and adapted to make a deep and 
lasting impression. , 

The violence which preceded and introduced the flood, 
with all its tremendous consequences, is traced to an anal­
ogy with some of the awful events of the portentous period 
in which the lectures were delivered, and accompanied 
with a seasonable admonition to the kings and rulers of 
the earth. 

"From the influence of corruption in producing violence," says the 
Expositor, of Gen. vi. 11, "and bringing 011 the deluge, we may see 
the impo1·tance of pure religion, and those who adhere to it, to the 
well-being of society. They are the preserving principle, the salt of 
the earth; and when they are banished, or in any way become ex­
tinct, the consequences will soon be felt. While the sons of Goel are 
kept together, and continue faithful, God would not destroy the world 
for their sakes; but when reduced to a single family, he would, as in 
the case of Lot, take that away, and destroy the rest. The late con­
vulsions of a neighbouring nation, may, I apprehend, be easily traced 
to this cause: all their violence originated in the corruption of the 
true reli/!ion. A bout a hundred and thirty years ago, the law which 
protected the reformation in that country was repealed; and 2lmost 
all the religious people were either murclered or banished. The con­
sequence was, as might have been expected, the great horly of the 
nation, princes, priests, and people, sunk into infidelity. The protes­
tant relig-ion, while it continued, was the salt of the state; but when 
banished, and superstition had nothing left to counteract it, things soon 
hastened to a crisis. Popery, aided by a despotic civil (;O\"ernmcnt, 
brnught forth iufidelity; and the child as soon as it grew up to matu­
rity, murdered its own parents, If the princip31 part of religious peo­
ple in this oc· any other country were driven away, the rest would soon 
become infidels, and practical atheists; and what every order and de­
gree of men would have to expect from the prevalence of these p1'in­
ciples, there is no want of examples to inform them." 

02 
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In remarking on the covenant made with Noah after 
the flood Mr. Fuller finds occasion to illustrate a principle 
of fundamental importance to the system of revelation ; 
and shows that God's exercising mercy towards the un­
worthy, for the sake of one that was righteous, and as 
the means of expressing his love of righteousness, was 
fully recognized in the divine economy, and exhibited 
under every dispensation. Many interesting observations 
on this subject appear in different parts of the work. 

Abraham's entertaining angel::i unawares, is introduced 
with good effect, as an instance of patriarchal hospitality 
and politeness. His condescension towards Lot, and the 
amiable manner in which he prevents a disagreement be­
tween them, are adduced as an example highly worthy of 
imitation, in settling disputes among brethren, and ac­
companied with a happy display of the pacific tendency 
of Christianity. Abraham's being transformed into a war­
rior to save Lot, his military movements and exploits, his 
interview with Melchisedek and the king of Sodom, are 
well supported, and give a peculiar interest to this part of 
sacred history. 

But as the life of Abraham was more prolific of im­
portant events, than that of any other of the patriarchs, 
and afforded an opportunity of illustrating some of the 
IBading principles of the gospel to the greatest advantage, 
the preacher seizes on one of these ; and with the hand 
of a master, gires the following sketch of the doctrine of 
Justification L,y faith, from Gen. xv. 4-6. 

"Much is made or this pa~sage by the apostle Paul, in establishing 
the doctrine of justification by faith; and much hHs been said by others, 
as to the meaning of both Paul and Mo~es. One ~et or e:xpositors, 
consi,!cring it as extremely evident that by faith is here n,eant the 
act of belitvh,g, contend for this a,; our justifying ri;,;hteousness. 
F1ith, in their account, seems to be imputed to us for riµ;htcousness 
l>y a kind of gracious compromise, in which God acc~µts of an imper­
fect, instead of a _perfecl obedience. Another set of exposilo1 s, jealous 
for the hononr of free grace, and of the righteousness o[ Christ, contend 
that the faith 01· A urnham i~ here to be ~aken objectively, for the righte­
ousness of Christ behcve<l m. To me 1t appears that 1,01h these expo­
sitions nre forced. ~-o ~•~aulish the doctrine of justitication by the 
righteousness or Christ, 1t B not necessary lo maintain that the faith 
of Abraham means Christ in whom he believed. Nor can this be 
maintained: for it is manifestly the same thing, in the account of the 
apostle Paul, as believing,* which is very distinct r,om ttw ohject be­
lieved in. The truth appears to be this :-It is faith, or belicl'ing, that 
i~ counted !or righteousness; not as a righteous act, or on account 

*Rom.iv. I>. 
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of any inherent virtue contnined_ in it, but in respect of Christ, on 
whose righteousness it terminates." 

That we may form a clear idea, both of the text and the d1>ctrine, 
let the following particulars be considered. 

I. Though Abraham believed God when he left Ur of the Chaldees,t 
yet his faith in that instance is not mentioned in connection with his 
justification: nor does the apostle, either in his epistle to the Homans, 
or in that to the Galatians, argue that doctrine from it, or hold it up 
as an example of justifying faith. I do not mean to suggest, that 
Abraham was then in an unjustified state ; but that the instance of his 
faith which was thought proper by the Holy Spirit to be selected as 
the model for believing unto justification, was not this, nor any other 
of the kind; but those only in which there was an immediate respect 
had to the person of the Messiah. The examples of faith referred toin 
both these epistles, a1·e taken from _his believing the promises relative 
to his seed; in which seed, as the apostle observes, Ci,rist was includ­
ed.t Though Christians may believe in God with respect to the 
common concerns of this life, ancl such faith may ascertain their being 
in a justified state; yet this is not, strictly speaking, the_Iaith by which 
they are justified, which invari:ibly has respect to the person and work 
ofCl1rist. Abraham believed in God as promising Christ: they believe 
in him as having raised himfrom the dead. 'By him all that believe, 
(that is in him) are justified from all things, from which they could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.' It is through faith in his blood, 
that they ohtain remission of sins-He is just, an<I the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jeaus. § 

2. This distinction, so clearly perceivable both in the Old and New 
Testament, sufficiently decides in what sense faith is considered as 
justifying. Whatever othe1· properties the magnet may possess, it is 
as pointing invariably to the north that it guides the mariner: so 
whatever other properties faith may possess, it is os pointing to Christ 
ancl bringing us into union with him, th,1t it justifies. II It is not that 
for the sake of which we are accepted of God: for ifiL WUl'e, justifica­
tion by f,iith coul<I not lie opposed lo justification by wo1·ks, nor could 
boasting be excluded ; neither would there be any meaning in its being 
s~id to be by faith, that it might be of grace. But believi"/!' in Christ, 
we are considered by the Law?;iver of the wol'l,I as one with him, and 
so are accepted and forgive.n for his sake. Hence it ia, that to be 
justified by faith is the same thing as to be justified by the blood of 
Christ, or made righteous by his obed·ience.'ii Faith is not the grace 
wherein we stand, but that by which we have access to it.·'" Thus it is, 
that the healing of various maladies i;; ascribed, in the New Testament, 
to faith ; not that the virtue which caused the cures, proceeded from 
this as its proper cause ; but this wa.g a necessary concomitant, to give 
the parties access to tlce power and grace of the Saviour, by which 
only they were healed. 

3. The phrJse, 'counted it for righteousness,' does not mean thnt 
God thought it to be what it was, which would have been merely an 
act of justice; but his graciously reckoning it what in it~elf it was 
not· viz. a ground fo1· the bestowment ol covenant blessing,. Even 
in tl1e ease of Phinehas, of whom the same phrase is used in reference 

• Calvin's Inst. h. iii. eh. xi. sect. 7. t Ileb. xi. 8. 
t Rom. iv. II. Gal. iii. 16. § !tom. iv. 24. Acts xiii. 39. 
Rom. iii. 2G, 26. II Rom. viii. I. 1 Cor. i. 30. Phil. iii. 9. 

r. ,r Ro1n.v. 9, 19. ** Rom. v. 2. 
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to hi~ zeal for God, it has this meaning; for one single act of zeal, 
whatever may be said of it, coulil not entitle him, and his posterity 
after him, to the honoUI' conferred upon them.* And with respect to 
tbe present case, "the phrase, as the apostle uses it, (says a great 
writer) manifestly imports that God of his sovereign grace is pleased, 
in his dealings with the sinner, to take and regard that which incleed 
is not righteousness, and in one who has no righteousness, so that the 
consequence shall be the same as if he had righteousness, and which 
may be from the respect it bears to something which is indeed righte­
ousness."t The faith of Abraham, though of a holy nature, yet con­
tained nothing in itself fit for a justifying righteousness; all tbe 
adaptedness which it possessed to that end was the respect which it 
had to the Messiah, on whom it terminated. 

Though faith is not our justifying righteousness, yet it is a neces­
sary concomitant and means of justification; and being the grace 
which above all others honoUl's Christ, it is that which above all others 
God delights 10 honour. Hence it is that justification is ascribed to 
it, rather than to Lhn righteousness of Christ without it. Our Saviour 
might have said to Hartinuius, 'Go thy way, I have made thee whole.' 
This would have been Lrnth, but r,ot the whole of the truth which it 
was his design to convey. The necessity of faith, in order to healing, 
would not have appeared from this mode of speaking; nor had any 
honour been done, or encouragement been given to it. But, by his 
saying, 'Go thy way, thy faith bath made the whole,' each of these 
ideas is conveyed. Christ would omit mentioning his own honour, as 
knowing that faith having an immediate respect to bim, amply provid­
ed for it." 

The discourse on Abraham's offering up his son, in 
which the triumph of faith over the feelings of nature is 
so affectingly recorded, affords one of the finest specimens 
of the preacher's ability. The expository form is rlropped, 
and a regular discussion is assumed ; in which pecoliar 
skill is discovered in investigating the different parts of 
the subject, placing them all in a strong light, and tracing 
their relations to each other, and their reference to distant 
and neglected objects. The whole of this discourse is 
unusually pathetic, and cannot be rea<l without the liveli­
est interest. 

The life of Isaac, which produced but few incidents, is 
dismissc<l with consistent brevity; but that of the illus­
trious Joseph occupies more than half the second volume. 
Mr. Fuller acknowledges that he entered on the narrative 
with some dismay, and felt in the course of his composi­
tion that no human hand could touch the subject without 
detcrioratiuQ" the <livine original. There are notwithstand­
ing, many affecting passages in this part of the work, many 
indications of ingenuous sensibility blended with a variety 
of acute and original remarks. The prudence and the 

• Psi. cvi. 31, compared with Num. xxv. 12, 13. 
t President Edward's Sermons on Justification, Disc. i. p. 9. 
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policy of Joseph, the dangers of pre-eminence, Jacob's 
interview with Pharaoh, and that of Joseph with his 
brethren, are illustrated with singular felicity ; and in 
Judah's oration on behalf of his brother Benjamin, the 
preacher finds one of the finest specimens of eloquence 
any where to be met with either in ancient or modern 
times. • 

The conclusion of this exposition is highly forcible and 
argumentative : the doctrine of human depravity, and of 
salvation by free grace, are shown to have an insepara­
ble connection, and to be interwoven with the history of 
man. 

"None can <leny the fact, that men are what they ought not to be; 
hut how they came to be so, cannot be told. To say, as many do, that 
the stock is good, but that it gels corrupt in rearing, is to rea~on in a 
manner that no one would have the face to do in any othc1· case. If 
a tree were found, which in every climate, every a!(e, every soil, and 
under every kind of cultivation, brought forth the fruits of death, no 
body would hesitate lo pronounce it of a poisonous nature. Such i3 
the account given us by revelation, and this book informs us how it 
became so. It is true, it does not answer curious questions on this 
awful subject. It traces the origin of evil as far as sobriety anti hu­
mility would wish to inquire. It states the fact, that God ' maclc man 
upright, and that he bath sought out 1nany inventions:' but there it 
leaves it. 

If the doctrine of the fhll, a.s narrated in this book be admitted, that 
of salvation by free grace, ~hrough the atonement of Christ, will 
follow of course. I do not say that redemption by Christ could be 
inferred from the fall itself; but IJeing revealed in the same sacred 
book, we cannot believe the one, without feeling the necessity of the 
other. 

Finally: Look at the antipathy which is every where to be seen 
between the righteous and the wicked, between them that fear God 
aud them that fear him not. All the narratives which have l'assed 
under our review, as those of Cain ancl Abel, Enoch a111I his cotem­
poraries, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, are pictures of originals, 
which the world continues in every age to exhibit. llut this IJook 
traces this antipathy to its soure~, and gives us reason to CXf'CCt its 
continuance, till Satan and his cause shall be bruised under our 
feet." 

Tl1e Pernicious Influence of Delay in Rtlig-ious Coner.ms: 
A Sermon delivered at Clipstone, Nortltamptonsliire, 
April, 179 l. 

This sermon has already been mentioned, as preparing 
the way for missionary undertakings, and as having pro­
duced a powerful effect at the time it was delivered.• 

* See Chapter iv. 
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Various excuses bad been urged in favour of delay, and 
some of them apparently prudential; but Mr. Fuller ex­
poses their futility, and shows that they had their origin 
in carnal policy, and indifference to the best interests of 
religion. This sermon gave an impetus to the m1~s10nary 
spirit that was already afloat, and brought the subject to a 
crisis in the minds of those who heard it; its subsequent 
publication had a similar happy effect upon multitudes who 
were not present at the time of its delivery. 

CHAPTER VllI. 

Review or Mr. Fuller's Doctrinal and Practical Writings-Dialogues 
and Essays on ,·arious Subjects-Jesus the trne Messiah-Sermons 
on various Subjects-Funeral Sermon for the Rev. John Sutcliffe, 
with a DrieC Sketch of his Character-Narrative of the Baptist 
:Mission-Adam's View or Religions, with an Essay on Trulh­
Discourscs on the Apocalypse. 

'l'HE advantages which Mr. Fuller derived from polemi­
cal discussion, are very apparent in his subsequent writings 
on doctrinal and practical subjects. There is a stronger 
nerve and a higher tone in his moral system, than is com­
monly found in cotemporary writers; for though the same 
truths might be generally acknowledged, few men had the 
faculty of placiug them so full in view, or investing them 
with such high and fearful importance. Controversy not 
only deepened his penetration, and added keenness to his 
discernment, but stamped a greater value on those princi­
ples which he had recovered from the Amorites with his 
sword and his bow. 

The article which introduces the present chapter, result­
ed principally from those laborious invest:gations in which 
he had been previously engaged, and was chiefly compos­
ed in the serious hours of sickness and retirement, after 
the tumult of debate was over, and when his thoughts had 
ripened to maturity. Religious sentiment never was with 
him a matter of speculation. He had long seen that the 
interests of personal religion were involved in the princi­
ples which he had endeavoured to defend; and bein<T left 
in full possession, he employed them in e,·ery variety of 
form that could give proof of their practical efficacy. 
Hence in his preaching, and in his writing, there is a sort 
of mandatory style, which bespeaks a conviction of their 
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vital importance, and a pungency of appeal from which the 
reader cannot easily escape. • 

.Dialogues, I,,etters, and Essays, on various Subjects. 
1806. 

Though this work did not admit of a systematic arrange­
ment, it nevertheless illustrates and defends many of the 
leading doctrines of the gospel in a very satisfactory man­
ner, and may properly be considered as a compendious 
body of divinity. The papers which compose this volume 
are classed under three principal divisions. Part the First 
is on FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES; and consists of nine 
Dialogues and five Letters, between Crispus and Gaius­
on the peculiar turn of the present age-importance of 
truth-connection between doctrinal, experimental, and 
practical religion-moral character of God-free-agency 
of man-antinomianism-goodness of the moral law-total 
depravity of human nature-and the cogsequences result­
ing from it. 

The first dialogue, which admirably describes the pecu­
liar turn of the present age, concludes with this just and 
striking discrimination of character : 

" Crispus. What evidence have we, that religious people are in-
fluenced by a spirit of indifference ? _ 

Gaius. The crying up of one part of religion at the expense of an­
other. You may often hear of practical rcli,gion as being every thing; 
and of speculative opinion~ (which is the fashionable name for doc­
trinal sentiments,) as matters of very lilllc consequence. Because 
they are n'Jt cognizable by the civil magistrate, they treat them as if 
they were of no account; and by opposing thc,111 to practical religlon, 
the unwary• are led lo conclude that the one has no clependance on 
the other. The effect of this has been, that others, from an attach­
ment to doctrinal principles, have run to a contrary extreme. They 
write and preach in favour of cloclrincs, and what arc called the 
privileges of the gospel, to the_ neglect of suhjects which _immediately 
relate to practice. In other circles you may hear experience, or ex­
perimental religion, extolled above all things, even at the expense of 
christian practice, an<l of sound doctrine. But, really, the religion of 
Jesus ought not thus to be mangled and torn in pieces. Take away the 
doctrines of the gospel, and you take away the food of Christians. In­
sist on them alone, and you trnnsfonn us into rcli:?,ious epicures. And 
you may as well talk of the pleasure you experience in eating, when 
vou a,e actually clcprive,I of sustenance, or of the exquisite enjoy­
ments of a stale of total inactivity, as boast of experimental religion, 
unconnectecl with doctrinal and practical godliness. The conduct of 
a man who walks with God, appears to me to resemble that of the in• 
<lustrious husban<lmm, who cats that he may be strengthened to la­
bour, and who by labour is preparecl to enjoy his food." 
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The consequences resulting from the doctrine of human 
<lepravity, in the fifth Letter, are pointed out in the ~u­
thor's best manner; and his exposure of the IIyper-calvm­
istic scheme, is very masterly and decisiYe. The duty of 
ministers relative to their unconverted hearers, is here ex­
hibited in a style of reasoning that justly challenges the 
most serious regard of all who desire to ' make full proof 
of their ministry.' Mr. Fuller very forcibly remarks, 

"Instead of its being a question, whether ministers should exhort 
their carnal au<litors to any thing spiritually good, it deserves to be 
seriously considered, whether it be not at their peril to exhort them to 
any thing short of it. 

" H all duty consists in the genuine operations and expressions of 
the heart, it must be utterly wrong for ministers to compromise mat­
ters with the enemies of Goel, by exhorting them to mere external 
actions, or to such a kind of exercise as may be performed without 
the love of God. The truth is, there is no way for a sinner to take, 
in which he can find solicl rest, but that of returning home to Goel by 
Jesus Christ. 'Repent and believe the gospel. Believe in the Lord 
JP.sus Chi-ist, and thou shalt be saved.' If the answer be, We cannot 
comply with these things, our hearts are too hard ;-the servant of 
Goel having warnecl them, that what they call their incapacity is no 
other tban a wickccl aversion to Goel and goodness; that they judge 
themselves unworthy of everlasting life, and that their blood will be 
upon their own head;,,-must there leave them. His soul may weep 
in secret for tliem, but it is at his peril to compromise the matter." 

Part the Second consists of MISCELLANEOUS rrncEs,­
on the nature of regeneration-different degrees in glory 
-the unpardonable sin-on the ministry-the manner in 
which divine truth is communicated in the Holy Scriptures 
-connection in which the doctrine of election is introduc­
e<l in the Scriptures-on evil things which pass under 
specious names-the deity of Christ essential· to atone­
ment-the Sonship of Christ-obedience and death of 
Christ-necessity of seeking those things first which are 
of the first importance-the proper and improper use of 
terms. 

The piece on Regeneration, proving that the Spirit of 
God produces a new principle in the heart, and not merely 
imparts a n_ew light to the understanding, is highly inter­
estmg and important. That on the manner in which Di­
vine Truth is communicated in the Scriptures contains 
the following impressive passage: ' 

"It is not very <lilficult to discern the wisclom of God in introducing 
truth in such a rn~nner. If every species of plants and flowers were 
to grow together, instead of the whole being scattei-ed over the earlh, 
the effect would be very different, and much for the worse : and if all 
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truth relating to one subject, were to be found only in one book, 
chapter or epistle, we should probably understand much less than we 
do. There are some divine truths which are less pleasant than others. 
Even good men have their partialities, or favourite principles, which 
would induce them to read those parts of Scripture which favoured 
them, to the neglect of others. But truth being scattered throughout 
the Scriptures, we are thereby necessitated, if we l'ead at all, to read 
the whole mind of God; and thus it is that we gradually and insensi­
bly imbibe it, and become assimilated to the same image. The con­
duct of God in this matter, resembl,es that of a wise physician, who, 
in prescribing fol' a child, directs that its medicine be mixed up with 
its necessary foGd." 

On the Deity and Sonship of Christ, a number of origin­
al remarks occur, highly worthy of attention. The writer 
has successfully driven the Socinians and Arians from their 
strong holds, and entrenched himself so skilfully in the 
fair plains of reason and revelation, that the utmost fury of 
the enemy can never dislodge him. 

Christians of all denominations might read his piece on 
Seeking those things First which are of the First Impor­
tance, to great advantage, and cannot but admire the lib­
erality with which his sentiments are stated. 

" If we wish to promote the Dissenting interest, it must not be by 
expending our principal zeal in endeavouring to make men Dissenters, 
but in making Dissenters and others Ch'ristians. The principles of 
dissent, however just and important, are not to be compared with the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God. If we wish to sec the Baptist 
denomination prosper, we must not expend our zeal so much in en­
deavouring to make men Baptists, as in labouring to make Baptists 
anrl others Christians. By rejoicing in the prosperity of every other 
denomination, in as far as they accord with the mind or Christ, we 
shall promote the best interest of our own." 

Part the T.hird, which consists of ORIGINAL PIF.CEs, not 
before published, contains, amongst other things, three 
com•ersations on imputation-substitution-and particubr 
redemption. On the first of these topics, Mr. Fuller op­
poses the notion of Christ's becoming guilty by imputation; 
and states his own views of the subject in the following 
manner: 

"The term, guilty, I am aware, is often used by theological writers, 
for an obligation to punishment; and in this sense it applies to that 
voluntary obligation which Christ came under, to sustain the puni~h­
ment of our 8ins. Ilut, strictly speaking, guilt is the desert of punish­
ment; and this can apply to none but the offender. It is the opposite 
of innocence. A voluntary obligation to endure the punishment of 
another is not guilt, any more than a consequent exemption from 
obligation in the offender, is innocence. Both guilt and innocence 

p 
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are transferable in their effects; but in themselves they are intrans­
fernble. To say that Christ was reckoned or counted in the divine 
administration, as if he were the sinner, and came under an obligftlion 
to endure the curse or punishment due to our sins, is one thing: but 
to say he deserved that curse, is another. Guill, strictly speaking, is 
the inseparnhle atlendant of transgression, and could never therefore 
for one moment, occupy the conscience of Christ. If Christ by impu­
tation became deserving of punishment, we by non-imputation cease 
to deserve it; and if our demerits be literally transferred 10 him, his 
merits mnst of course be the same to us; and then, instead of ap• 
proaching God as guilty and unworthy, we might take consequence to 
ourselves before him, as not only guiltless but meritorious beings." 

He quotes Calvin's opinion in support of his own, and 
exposes the absurdity of some of Dr. Crisp's sentiments. 
On Substitution, l\1r. Fuller gives the following statement, 
relative to the sufficiency of the atonement: 

"It is a fact, that the Scriptures rest the general invitations of the 
gospel upon the atonement of Christ. But if there wern not a suffi­
ciency in the atonement for the salvation of sinners without distinction, 
how could the ambassadors of Christ Leseech them to be reconciled 
to God, and that from the consideration of his having been made sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him? What would you think of the fallen angels being invited 
to be reconcilerl to Goel, from the consideration of an atonement having 
been ruadc for fallen men-9 You woulcl say, itis inviting them to 
partake of a benefit which has no existence; the obtaining of which, 
therefore, is naturally impossible. 

"Upon the supposition of the atonement being insufficient for the 
salvation of any more than are actually saved by it, the non-elect are 
in the same state, \Vilh respect to a reconcilialion to God thrnugh it, 
as the fallen angels; that is, the thing is not only morally but natural­
ly impossible, But if there be an objective fulness in the atonement 
of Christ, sufficient for any number of sinners, were they to believe in 
him, there is no other impossibility in the way of any man's salvation 
to whom the !(Ospel comes, than what arises from the state of his own 
mind. The intention of God not to remove this impossibility, and so 
not to save him, is a purpose to withhold not only that which he was 
not obliged to bestow, but that which is never represented in the 
SoriptUl'es as necessa1·y to the consistence of exhortations or invita• 
tions." 

The comersations on these subjects, between "Peter, 
James, and John," who personated Mr. Booth, Mr. Fuller, 
and Dr. Ryland, were intended to illustrate the points in 
dispute between the two former, and to remove some in­
jurious misrepresentations which then existed. The dis­
cussion of these topics is conducted with consummate 
ability, and forms a most interesting part of the Author's 
writings. The conclusion, which proceeds very properly 
from the umpire, is in the true spirit of the gospel. 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 171 

"l conceive, my dear brethren,'_' says John, "that you have each 
said as much on these subjects a~ is likely to be for edification. Per­
mit me, after having heard, and candidly attended to all that has 
passed between you, to assure you both of my esteem, and to declare 
that in my opinion, the difference between you ought not to prevent 
your feeling towards and treating each other as brethren. The oTeater 
part of those things wherein you seem to differ, may be owing either to 
a difference in the manner of ex11ressing yours~lves, or to the affi.tin"' 
of consequences to a princi11lc which yet are unperceived by him that 
holds it. I do not accuse either of.you with doing so intentionally: 
but principles and their consequences are so suclclenly associated in 
the mind, that when we hear a person avow the former, we can scarce­
ly forbear imrne<liately attributing to him the latter. If a principle be 
pro11osed to us for acceptance, it is right to weigh the consequences; 
but when forming our juclgment of the person who holds it, we should 
attach· nothing to him but what he perceives and avows. If by an 
exchange of ideas you can come to a better understanding, it will 
afford me pleasure: meanwhile, it is some satisfaction that your visit 
to me has not tended to widen, but considerahly to diminish your 
differences. Brethren, there are many adversaries of the gospel 
around you, who would rejoice to see you at variance. Let there be 
no strife between you, you are both erring mortals; but both, I t!'ust, 
the sincere friends of the Lo1·d Jesus. Love one another!" 

Jesus, the true Messiali: A Sermon delivered in the Jews' 
Cl1apel, C/1urch Street, Spital Fields, Nov. 19, 1809. 
Printed for the Society for promoting C!tristianity 
among the Jews. 

On such an occasion it might be expected that the preach­
er would endeavour to substantiate the evidence in favour 
of the l\:lessiahship of Jesus; and though the subject was 
pretty well exhausted, that such a preacher as Mr. Fuller 
would be able to advance something new ancl interesting, 
or would select some topic for discussion that should carry 
conviction to the understanding of his hearers. 

Having chosen for his text, Psalm xl. 6-8, he encoun­
ters Jewish unbelief by observing, that the coming of the 
Messiah is represented in this passage, as distinguished by 
the abolition of sacrifices and ceremonies ; by the accom­
plishment of the great body of Scripture prophecy, and by 
the perfect fulfilment of the will of God. 

He disputes the perpetuity of the ceremonial law, from 
the depreciating language of Scripture respecting it, and 
from the fact of its having ceased to be observed. On this 
subject, he addresses the Jewish part of his audience in 
the following manner : 

"In maintaining the perpetuity of the Racrifices and ceremonies of 
the Mosaic law, your wl'iters are not only opposed by Scripture but 
by fact, W!iethcr Messiah the prince be come or not, sacrifice and 
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oblation have ceased. We believe they virtually ceased when Jesus 
offered himself a sacrifice, and in a few years afterwards they actual­
ly ceased. Those of your nation who believed in Jesus, voluntarily, 
though gradually, ceased to offe1· them; and those who did not believe 
in him, were compelled to desiot, by the destruction of their city and 
temple. You may adhere lo a few of your ancient ceren,oriies; but 
it can only be like gathering round the ashes of the system; the sub• 
stance of it is consumed. 'The sacrifices of the holy temple,' as one 
of your writers acknowledges, 'have ceased.' 

"The amonnti.s, whether Jesus be the Messiah or not, his appearance 
in the world has this character pertaining to it, that it was the period 
in which the sacrifice and the oblation actually ceased. And it is 
worthy of your serious inquiry, whether these things can be accom­
plished in any other than Jesus. Should Messiah the prince come at 
some future period, as your nation expects, how are the sacrifice and 
the oblation to cease on his appearance, when they have already 
ceased nearly eighteen hundred years? If therefore he be not come, 
he can never come, so as to answer this part of the Scripture account 
of him." 

Under the second division, Mr. Fuller notices the pro­
phecies concerning the time of the Messiah's advent, the 
place of his nativity, the family from which he should 
spring, the kind of miracles he should perform, his lowli­
ness, death, resurrection, and rejection by his own coun­
trymen. He then notices the striking fulfilment of these 
prophecies, supposing Jesus to be the Messiah, and in­
sists on the impossibility of their being fulfilled at all on 
any other hypothesis. He afterwar<ls proceeds to point out 
the full accomplishment of the divine will, both of precept 
and purpose, in the obedience of Christ. He refutes sev­
eral objections which are current among the Jews ; and 
concludes with a pressing appeal to their consciences, and 
an earnest exhortation to professed Christians to adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour. The whole sermon carries 
with it convincing evidence, that Jesus is indeed the Christ, 
the Son of the living God ; and if it failed to produce 
its end and design, it would leave the unbelievers without 
excuse. 

Sermons on various Subjects.,(, 1814. 

T~e Author's numerous active engagements, which call­
ed him frequently from home, and especially in his later 
ye~r~, left him but little time for retiremen~, prevented his 
wntmg any large work; and this, which was one of the 
last of his publications, was several years in compiling. 
Had it been otherwise, several more volumes of sermons, 
equally excellent with the present, might have been ex.-
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pected. The christian world, however, has reason to be 
thankful for the legacy which is left, enriched as it is with 
a maturity of thought, on subjects of the highest impor­
tance. Doctrinal, practical, and experimental divinity, 
are here blended in equal proportions, free from controver­
sy, but full of point, and just discrimination. 

The Sermons are sixteen in number, and on the follow­
ing topics-Solitary Reflection, or the sinner directed to 
look into himself for conviction-Advice to the Dejected, 
or the soul directed to look out of itself for consolation­
the Prayer of Faith, exemplified in the woman of Canaan 
-the future Perfection of the Church, contrasted with its 
present imperfections-the Gospel, the only effectual 
means of producing universal peace amongst mankind­
the Reception of Christ, the turning point of salvation-on 
Justification-the Believer's Review of his past and present 
state-the Nature and Importance of Love to God-con­
formity to the Death of Christ-the Life of Christ the secu­
rity and felicity of his church-Christianity the antidote to 
presumption and despair-the Sorrow attending wisdom 
and knowledge-the Magnitude of the heavenly inheri­
tance. 

Amidst such a variety, where each invites attention, 
the selection is difficult; but the sermons on Justification, 
while they are confessedly on a subject of pre-eminent im­
portance, are distinguishable for perspicuity and closeness 
of reasoning. The last sermon, in particular, abounds with 
an originality of thought seldom to be met with, on one of 
the most difficult passages in the inspired volume. His at­
tention was more immediately directed towards it, by a let­
ter which he received from a highly respectable clergyman, 
who requested his thoughts upon the subject. 

In ascertaining the meaning of the term Justification, 
Mr. Fuller .distinguishes it from sanctification, and consid­
ers it as the opposite of condemnation ; and though amongst 
men it is not only opposed Jo condcrnnation but even to 
pardon, yet in the justification of a sinner with God it is 
not so opposed, though distinguishable from it. 

"From these dlssimilarities, and others which might be pointed 
out, it must be evident to every thinking mind, that though there are 
certain points of likeness, sufficient to account for the use of the 
term, yet we are not to learn the scripture doctrine of justification 
from what is sn called in the judicial proceedings of human courts, 
aod in various particulars we cannot safely reason from one to the 

N2 
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other. The principal points of likeness respect not the grounds of the 
proceeding, but its effects. Believing in Jesus, we are u~ited ~o him_; 
and being so, are treated by the Judge of all as one with him; his 
obedience unto death is imputed to us, or reckoned as ours; and we 
for his sake are delivered from condemnation as though we had been 
innocent, and entitled to eternal life as though we had been perfectly 
obedient. 

But let us farther inquire, Wnat is gospel justification? Alluding to 
justification in a court of judicature, it has been common to speak of 
it as a sentence. This sentence has heen considered by some divines, 
as passing-first, in the mind of God from eternity-second, on Christ 
and the elect considered in him when he rnse from the dead-third, in 
the conscience of a sinner on his believing. Justification by faith, in 
the view of these divines, denotes either justification by Christ the 
object of faith, or the manifestation to the soul of what previously 
existed in the mind of God. 

Others, wl,o have been far from holding with justification as a 
decree in the divine mind, have yet seemed to consider it as a mani­
festation, impression, or persuasion in the humnn mind. They have 
spoken of themselves and others as being justified under such a ser­
mon, or at such an hour; when all that they appear to mean is, that 
at such a time they had a strong impression or persuasion that they 
WP.l'e justified." 

The reply to these different hypotheses, is as follows­
" In respect to the first, it is true that justification, and every other 

spil'itual blessing, was included in that purpose and grace which was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began ; but as the actual 
bestowment of other blessings supposes the existence of the party, so 
does justification. Christ was 'raised again for our justification,' in 
the same sense as he died for the pardon of our sins. Pardon and 
justification were virtually obtained by his death and resurrection; 
and to this may be added, our glorification was obtained by his ascen­
sion ; for we were not only 'quickened together with him, and raised 
up together, but made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.' But as this does not prove that we were from thence actually 
glorified, neither do the other prove that we were actually pardoned 
or justified. 

Whatever justification is, the scriptures represent it as taking place 
on our bdieving in Christ. It is not any thing that belongs to predes­
tination; but something that intervenes between that and glorification. 
'Whom he did prtdestinate, them he also called; and whom he called, 
them he also_jusUfied; and whom he justified, them he also glorifi.ed.' 
That which the scriptures call justification is by faith in Christ Jesus; 
and is sometimes spoken of as future, which it could not be if it were 
before ou1· actual existence. For ~xample: •Seeing it is one God 
who shall justify the circumcision by faith, ancl the uncircumcision 
by faith-Now it was not wr!tlen for Abraham's sake alone, that it 
was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. The 
scriptures foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through 
faitb, &.c.' If justification were God's decree finally to acquit, con­
demnation must be his decree finally to condemn. But every unbe­
liever, whether elect or non-el£Ct, is under condemnation, as the 
scriptures abundantly teach: condemnation, therefore, cannot be 
Gou's degree finally to condemn. Saul of Tarsus, while an unbe-
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Jiever, was under condemnation; yet God had not appointed him to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation by Jesus Christ. The sum is, neither 
condemnation nor justification consists in the secret purpose of God 
but in his will as revealed or declared, as by a 6entence in an ope; 
court. 

And as justification is not a pUl'pose in the divine mind, neither is 
it a manifestation to, an impression on, or a persuasion of, the human 
mind. That there are manifestations to believers, is admitted. God 
manifests himself unto them as he doth not unto the world. The 
things of God, which arn bidden from the wise and prudent, are re­
vealed to them. But these are not things which were previously locked 
up in the divine purposes, but things which were already revealed in 
the Scriptures, and which were previously hidden from them, as they 
still are from unbelievers, by their own criminal blindness. God does 
not reveal his secrect counsels to men otherwise than by fulfilling 
them. To pretend to a revelation or manifestation of that which is 
not contained in the Scriptures, is pretending to be inspired in the 
same extraordinary manner as were the prophets and apostles. 

"If justification consists in a manifestation, impression, or persuasion 
that we are justified, condemnation must be a like impression or per• 
suasion that we are condemned: but this is not true. The Jews who 
opposed Christ were under condemnation; yet so far from being im­
pressed or persuaded of any such thing, they had no doubt but God 
was their Father. Believers in Jesus, on the other hand, may at 
times be impressed with strong apprehensions of divine wrath, while 
yet they are not exposed to it. Neither justification, therefore, nor 
condemnation, consists in the persuasion of the mind that we are un­
der the one or the other. Besides, to make a thing consist in a per• 
suasion of the truth of that thing, is palpable absUl'dity. There can 
be no well-grounded persuasion of the truth of any \hing, unless it 
be true and evident, antecedently to our being persuaded of it." 

Having cleared away these errors, which tended to in­
volve the subject in a mist, the Author states justification 
to be a relative change, not in, or upon, but concerning 
us; that it consists in our standing acquitted by the re­
vealed will of God, declared in the gospel ; so that he 
whom the scriptures bless, is blessed, and he whom they 
curse, is cursed. The inquiry then amounts to this : 
" What is it in the redemption of Christ, to which the 
scriptures ascribe its efficacy-what concern faith has in 
our justification-and whether justification includes the 
pardon of our sins, past, present, and to come 1" The 
answer to the last inquiry, is too important to be over­
looked. 

"That justification includes the pardon of sin, has already been 
proved, from Rom. iv. 6, 7: and seeing it is promised of him thut be­
lieveth, that he • shall not co1ne into condemnation,' ii must in some 
way ~ecure the pardon of all his sins, an<l the possession of eternal 
life. Yet to speak of sins as being pardoned before they_ are repen(ed 
of, or even committed, is not only to maintain that on which th~ Scr1J:>• 
tures are silent, but to contradict the current language of their testl-
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mony. If all our sins, past, present, and to come, were acluO:lly 
forgiven, either when Christ laid down his life, or even on _our first 
believing, why did David speak of • confessing his transgression,' and 
of God's 'forgiving his iniquity?' Why did Solomon teach us, th~t 
'he who confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall find mercy?' Why did 
our Lord direct us in our daily prayers to say, 'Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors?' aud why add, •If ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father forgive you your_ tres­
passes ?' Finally, why did the apostle John teach us, 'that 1f we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and lo 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness ?' . 

"Nor is it sufficient to understand this language of the manifesta­
tion of forgiveness to the mind. Forgiveness is not opposed to mere­
ly withholding the comforts of religion, but to 'laying our sins to our 
cha1·ge.' The parable of the ,ervant who took his fellow-servant by 
the thrnat, and was delivered by his lord to the tormentors, is thus 
applied by our Saviour: • So likewise shall my heavenly Father do 
also unto you,ifye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses.' This undoubtedly means more than withholding a 
sense of forgiveness in the pre~tnt life. Nor is ther.i any thing in all 
this inconsistent with the certain perseverance of true believers, or 
with the promise that 'they shall not come into condemnation.' The 
trulh taught us in this promise is not, that if after believing in Christ, 
we live in sin, and die without repentance, we shall nevertheless es­
cape condemnation ; but that provision is made in behalf of believ­
ers, that they shall not live in sin; and when they sin, that they shall 
not die without repentance, but return to God, and so obtain forgive­
ness. The promise of non-condemnation inclu<les that of repentance 
and perseverance. 'I will put my law in their hearts, and they shall 
not depart from me.'" 

The last sermon in this volume contains an explication 
of that difficult passage in Rom. viii. 18-23, which is 
discussed in three propositions.-1. Such is the magnitude 
of the glory to be revealed in us, that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with it.-2. 
Such i~ the magnitude of the glory, that its influence ex­
tends to the whole creation.-3. Its magnitude also is 
such, that those Christians who have possessed the highest 
enjoyments in this world, were not satisfied with them, but 
groaned within themselves, waiting for the possession 
of it. 

For sound and original remark, for a deep insight into 
the sacred scriptures, and a clear and forcible statement 
of many of the leading points in the christian system, this 
volume of sermons would bear a comparison with any other 
that has appeared in the English language ; though for el­
egance of diction, ~nd diffusion of sentiment, it may easily 
be surpassed by writers of far inferior ability. 

The style, however, is more polished than that of various 
other of the Author's performances, though it is occasion-
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ally rugged, and generally inflexible; emitting light as 
through the bars of a grated window, and pouring down 
torrents. of living water as from the sides of a craggy 
mountam. 

The Principles and Prospects of a Servant of Christ: A 
Sermon delivered at the Funeral of the late Rev. John 
Sutcliffe, A. 11-L, June 28, 1814: with a Brief Memoir of 
tlie Deceased. • 

After the closest intimacy between these two good men, 
in personal friendship, in ministerial and missionary la­
bours, and which had never been interrupted for upwards 
of thirty years, it must have been no ordinary trial to the 
surviver to pronounce the funeral solemnities of his depart­
ed brother. Mr. Fuller, however, enters on the undertak­
ing with that self-possession, for which he was ever remark­
able ; and in a tone of calm sensibility, he exhibits the 
foundation of a sinner's hope, places his beloved friend 
broadly upon it, directs his eyes to the cross, and describes 
him, during the whole of his course, as lo()king for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

The distinguishing quality of this sermon is its great 
simplicity: there are no bursts of feeling, few novelties of 
sentiment, no strong expressions. The tide of thought 
moves smoothly on, without any thing to impede or accele­
rate its progress. The preacher is calm, tender, and pa­
thetic; evidently restrained by the dread of an unmerited 
enlogium, and chastened to the extreme of moderation. 
Feeling, as he always did, a strong aversion to the general 
strain of funeral orations, more fit for chapels where calen­
darian saints are registered, than for the meridian of a 
Protestant community, and suspecting himself of those 
partialities which a long-continued intimacy would impart, 
he carefully guards against the wanderings of imagination, 
confines him;,elf to a few plain and simple truths, leaving 
scarcely any room for the expressions of ardent friendship. 

The life of Mr. Sutcliffe furn-ished but few incidents for 
detail, and little occasion for an extended narrative. He 
was a man of plain sense, solid piety, and of puritanic 
behaviour; but not greatly distinguished for his talents or 
acquirements. He had read much divinity, possessed 
considerable discernment in casuistical cases, and was an 
able counsellor, but deficient in general information and 
literary taste. In the acquisition of learning he was plod• 
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ding and industrious, a great economist of time, and st':1• 
dious of fru11ality in every department. Such was his 
uniform circi':mspection, that he seldom spoke unadvisedly 
with his lips, and was never known to deviate from the 
strictest honour and integrity. The whole tenor of his 
life was calm and unruffled, exempt from extraordinary 
triab, and exhibiting a scene of placid piety. I-le dis­
covered more candour, greater tenderness in judging of 
character, than his superior friend; had fewer prejudices, 
and Jess suspicion of human nature. There was a natural 
asperity in his temper, which religion had greatly softened; 
but very little of that urbanity, or spontaneous benevolence 
which gives the charm to social intercourse, and embellish­
ment to character. His mental faculties were plain and 
~trong, but not versatile in their application ; his moral 
qualities were of solid worth, but neither brilliant nor al­
luring. In labours the most arduous and important, he was 
l\1r. Fuller's friend and associate ; they acted together with 
the greatest harmony, and their varied talents were alike 
consecrated to the mission, and the public interests of relig­
ion. If one was more fitted to preside in council, the other 
was prepared to take the field, and to do exploits; and 
while Moses could answer all the hard questions, Aaron 
bore the censer, and was the saint of the Lord. Mr. Sut­
cliffe was a man of deep devotion, of consummate prudence, 
and unsullied fame; and Mr. Fuller having performed the 
last act of friendship, in the last sermon he ever published, 
soon follows him to the house appointed for all living. So 
much harmony in life and in death, was highly honourable 
to their characters, and leaves a fragrance upon their 
memory. 

Briif Narrative of tlte Baptist ~/Jlission in India, 

Nearly all the Periodical Accounts of the Society Were 
~ompiled by their able Secretary, from the letters and 
Journals transmitted by the missionaries; but as this in­
creasing compilation soon became too ponderous and ex­
pensive for general distribution, it was found necessary, in 
order to give a wider circulation to the missionary intelli-

. gence, to compress the whole into a small pamphlet. This 
acceptable service was performed by Mr. Fuller, in his 
"Brief Narrative," which produced important advantages 
to the mission. 
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Its origin is here traced with greater accuracy and mi­
nuteness than in any former publication, and the succeed­
ing events are stated with singular precision and fidelity. 
The whole of the subject was so familiar to the writer, 
that, perhaps, no other person could have condensed such 
a quantity of intelligence into so small a compass. 

Having in a former chapter of these Memoirs traced 
an outline of the origin of the mission, it is unnecessary 
to repeat it in this place ; but it may not be altogether 
impertinent to remark, that important as it has now be­
come, the mission to India was at first generally regarded 
as chimerical, and but few thought it a matter of duty. 
Speaking of it upon one occasion, Mr. Fuller remarked, 
that "some of our ministers considered the plan to be 
like a proposal to make a turnpike road to the moon." 
He added, "I acknowledge that I also said in effect, If 
the Lord should make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be." But he soon entered heartily into the mea­
sure. 

Besides these various publications by Mr. Fuller, chiefly 
on doctrinal and practical subjects, he edited a work 
formerly published by an American lady, under the 
title of 

A View of Religions: By Hannah Adams. A new edi­
tion, with corrections and additions. To which is pre­

.fixed an Essay on Truth. 

The introduction, by the American author, presents a 
concise but comprehensive view of the state of religion 
and philosophy at the time of our Lord's appearance. 
The First Part of the work comprises an alphabetical 
compendium, not only of the denominations existing among 
Christians in the present age, but also of the several divis­
ions and heresies that have appeared since the earliest 
times of Christianity. The Second l'art contains a brief 
description of Paganism, Mahomedism, Judaism and Deism. 
The Third exhibits an account of the religions that now 
prevail, among the different nations of the earth. 

Many of the articles in the latter part arc miserably: 
defective, while those of the first are equally re~undant. 
Only six or seven lines each are devoted to the history of 
religion in Ireland, and in Wales, while ten times the same 
qua!J,tity of letter press is given in descriptions of several 
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forgotten religionists and heretics, who perished from the 
earth a thousand years ago. On the article, Church of 
England, eight whole lines are bestowed; and on the Ma­
hometans, nearly as many pages! The work, which affords 
a quantity of valuable materials, might have been rendered 
useful, in the hands of a careful editor, who had more time 
at command than Mr. Fuller could afford to bestow upon 
it; but in its present state, it is disfigured by so many ano­
malies, as to be entitled to very slender commenclatiou.* 

But whatever be its defects, they are not properly im­
putable to the English editor ; as the utmost that he en­
gaged for, was to ' correct' some errors which the Amer­
ican writer had committed, with respect to the English 
denominations, and to make some ' aclditions' to those 
articles which chiefly related to the same subject, without 
at all interfering with the general plan of the work .. Mr. 
Fuller accordingly inserted a fresh account of the Calvin­
ists, Baptists,t Friends or Quakers, Methodists, Moravians, 
and several others; some of which had not only been im­
perfectly stated in the American edition of this work, but 
grossly misrepresented in Mr. Evans's Sketch of the differ­
ent denominations. 

The Essay on Truth, (a page of which was omitted by 
the carelessness of the compositor, and since inserted in a 
recent edition, with the parade of 'corrections and addi­
tions,') exhibits all the characteristic qualities of Mr. Ful­
ler's other writings. It embraces three principal inquiries, 
suggested by the work itself, and tending to relieve those 
perplexities which the perusal of such a multitude of dis­
cordant sentiments would naturally occasion. 

After examining the first question-" What is truth?"­
and pointing out some of its distinctive properties, Mr. 
Fuller observes, 

. "If language have any ,leterminate meaning, it is plainly taught us 
m the Scriptures, that mankind are not only sinners, but in a lost and 
perishing condition, without help or hope, but what arises from the 
free f;race of God through the atonement; that Christ died as our 
substitute; that we are forgiven and accepted only for the sake of 
what he_ bath done and suffered; that in his person and work, all 
evangelical truth concentrates; that the doctrine of salvation fo1· the 

* A new and improved edition of this work has since been pnblish­
eil by Mr. Thomas Williams, the Auther of several valuable pub­
lications. 

~ Both these were written by Mr. Fuller himself. The following 
article was drawn up by Mr. Bevan, at that time connected with the 
Society of Fri~nds. 
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chief of sinners through hi9 death, was so familiar in the primitive 
times as to become a kind of Christian proverb, or • saying ;' that on 
our receiving and retailing this, depends our present standing and fi. 
nal salvation. When this doctrine is received in the true spirit of it 
-which it never is but by a sinner ready to perish-all those fruitless 
speculations, which tend only to bewilder the mind, will be laid aside; 
just as malice, guile, and envies, and evil speakings, are laid aside by 
him who is born of God. 

"True religion is with great beauty and propriety called •walkingin 
the truth.' A life of sobriety, righteousness, and godliness, is Christian 
principle reduced to practice. Truth is a system of love, an overflow 
of divine blessedness, as is intimated by its being called • the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God;' a system of reconciliation, peace, and 
forgiveness; foll of the most amazing cornlescension, and of spotless 
rectitude. To walk in truth like this, is to walk in Jove ; to be tender 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven us; to be of the same mind with him who made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant; and to be ho­
ly in all manner of conversation.'' 

To the second inquiry-" How is it to be accounted for, 
that there should be so many diversities and contradictions 
among Ch1·istians, both in regard to sentiments and modes 
of worship "-the answer is: 

"That the1·e is an important difference between diversity and contra­
riety. The former belongs to men as men, which the latter does not. 
One man comprehends more of truth, another less; this has a talent 
for discovering one part of truth, and that another. But in all this 
there is nothing discordant, any more than in a diversity of features, 
or in the variegated face of the earth, which abound in divers kinds 
of flowers, every one of which contributes to the beauty of the whole. 
It is not so with respect to truth and error, which are as opposite as 
right and wrong. True doctrines are the plants, and false doctrines 
the weeds of the church. They cannot both flourish in the same mind. 
The one must be rooted up, or the other will be overrun, and rendered 
unproductive. The causes which the Scriptures assign for the cor­
ruption of Christian doctrine are principally, if not entirely, of a moral 
nature. They represent evangelical truth as a holy doctrine, and as 
that which cannot be understood by o.n unholy mind. An unrenewed 
person, whatever be his education, talents, or natural temper, can 
never fall in with Christianity, as it is taught in the New Testament.'' 

The answer to the third question-•' W!ty is error per­
mitted "-is equally clear and satisfactory: 

"This is an awful subject; and if we were left to our own conjec­
tures upon it, it would be our wisdom to leave it to the great clay, 
when all thing~ will be made manifest; but we are not. The evidence 
in favour of true religion is sufficient for a candid mind, but not for 
one that is <lisposed to cavil. If we attend to it simply to find out 
truth, and obey it, we shall not be disappointed : but if our souls be 
lifted up within us, the very rock of salvation will be to us a stone of 
stumbling. 

Q 
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"The visible kingdom of Christ is a floor containing a mixture of 
wheat and chaff; and every false doctrine is a wind, which he whose 
fan is in his hand, makes use of to purge it. There is a great num­
ber of characters who profess to receive the truth, on whom, notwith­
standing, it never sat easily. Its holy and hun,bling nature galls their 
spirits. In such cases the mincl is prepared to receive any represen­
tation of the gospel, however fallacious, that may comport with its 
desires f and being thus averse to truth, God frequently in justjudg­
ment suffers the wind of false doctrine to sweep them away. 

"There is a way of viewing the corruption and <lPpravity of mankind, 
so as to excite bitterness and wrath, and every species of evil temper ; 
ancl there is a way of vicwin11; them, that, without approving or con­
niving at what is wrong, shall excite the tear of oompassion. It cloes 
not become us to declaim against the wicke,lness of the wicked in a 
manner as if we expected grapes of thorns, 01· figs of thistles: but while 
we prove ourselves the decided friends of Go,l, to bear ~cod-will to 
men. It becomes those who may be the most firmly established in the 
truth as it is in J esns, to consider that a portion of the errors of the 
age, in all prob,1bility, attaches to them; ancl though it were otherwise, 
yet they are directed to carry it benevolently luwarcls others who may 
CIT: 'In meekness instrneting those that oppose themselves; if Goel, 
peradventure, will give them repentance, to the acknowledging of the 
truth.' • . • 

"There is an important difference between razin11; the foundation, 
and building upon that foundation a portion of wood, and hay, and 
stubble. It becomes us not to make light of either: but the latter may 
be an object of forbearance, whereas the former is not. With the 
enemies of Christ, we ought, in religious matters, to make no terms; 
but towards his friends, though in some respects erroneous, it behoves 
us to come as near as it is possiule to do, without a dereliction of 
principle. A trnly Christian spirit will feel the force of such language 
as the following, and will act upon it: ' All that in every place call 
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lonl, hoth theirs and ours, grnce 
be unto them, and peace from Goel our Father, and from the Lorcl J e­
sus Christ-Grace be with them that love our Lord Jesus Chri,t in 
sincel'ily.'" 

The sentiments contained in these brief extracts cannot 
• fail to meet the approbation of the sincere apd enlightened 

believer; and a happy combination of charity and chris­
tian zeal is conspicuous throughout the whole of this valu­
able Essay. 

Expository Discourses on tlw Apocalypse, interspe1·sed inith 
Practical Reflections. 1815. 

This posthumous publication, consisting of thirty-one 
discourses, delivered in 1809 and 1810, after undergoing 
several revisions, was finished by the Author within six 
weeks of his death, and of course contains his mature 
thoughts on the most mysterious part of sacred prophecy. 
There is, however, but little novelty in the work, but little 
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to gratify the anxious curiosity of the age, or to elucidate 
the unfulfilled and more difficult parts of the Revelation. 
The general outline of the prophetic scheme is boldly 
sketched, and its various ramifications are marked with 
that precision which was common to the writer; but in 
general there is an extreme of modesty and diffidence, 
with scarcely any attempts to pass the usual boundaries of 
thought on these subjects, or any adventurous flight of 
speculation. The plan of the work differs in some respects 
from that of Lowman and Newton, while it embraces their 
views of the Eastern church and the Ottoman empire, with 
the exception of -making Mahomet the ' false prophet' of 
the apocalypse; yet whether it be owing to the condensity 
of these discourses, or the singular perspicuity of the writer, 
so that what was intricat~ becomes familiar in his hands, 
the whole assumes an interesting form, and there is not a 
line but what is intelligible to the plainest reader; which 
is not commonly the case with commentaries on this mys­
terious book, for they often leave us more perplexed than 
we were before. Little notice is taken of the celebrated 
performances of .Mr. Faber, except to rectify a few of his 
mistakes ; and none at all of a certain popular writer on 
prophecy, whom Mr. Fuller used to denominate "the 
Fortune-teller of the church," except to intimate that in 
the delirium which prevailed a few years ago, some ridicu­
lous attempts were made at interpreting prophecy with a 
view of establishing a political hypothesis. It must be 
acknowledged, however, that Mr. Bicheno's writings con­
tain a great deal of useful information, especially on the 
subject of the Eastern Antichrist, and that they interested 
the attention of a larger portion of the christian world, than 
those of his successors in the same department. 

Mr. Fuller seems fully aware of the difficulty attending 
his undertajing, but found encouragement to pursue his 
inquiries, from the blessing promised to those who 'read, 
and hear, and keep the words' of this prophecy, which he 
considers as analogous to the cloudy pillar in the wilder­
ness, guiding the New-testament saints through the laby-
rinths of antichristian errors and corruptions. , 

His remarks on the Epistles to the Seven Asiatic 
Churches are brief, but full of point, and abounding with 
important discriminations. The reader is struck with the 

• admirable use that is made of scripture phraseology, in 
adapting it to character and circumstances, though it is no 
other than the usual manner of the writer. Contrary to 
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the general current of exposition, these Epistles are not 
considered as predicting the state of christianity at so _many 
future periods, symbolizing with that of the seven churches; 
hut as descriptive of the actual state of the christian profes­
sion in the Apostle's time, and designed to furnish encour­
agements, reproofs, warnings, and counsels, to other 
churches and individuals, in all futnre ages, as their cases 
may require. Some important observations occur on the 
subject of brotherly admonition, which ought never to be 
forgotten, though they have little more than a theoretical 
existence. The character of the Son of God, in address­
ing the seven churches, is given with great effect, and 
ought to be considered as the model of all christian pastors; 
blending commendation with reproof, and the tenderest 
compassion and forbearance with the most inviolable love 
of righteousness. 

The introductory vision to the opening of the sealed 
book, in chap. vi. is peculiarly grand and affecting; and 
there is a majesty and simplicity in the style and manner 
of the writer which comport with the nature of the subject. 
The exposition of the symbolical prophecy, though not 
original, is very satisfactory, and clevelopes the basis on 
which the subsequent remarks are founded. 

"\Ve are not to conceive of the seals," says !\Jr. Fuller, "as con­
taining one series of events, the trumpets another, and the vials an­
other; but as being all included in the seals: foi· the seven trumpets 
are only subdivisions of the seventh seal, and the seven vials of the 
se,·enth trumpet-This division into seals, anil subdivision into trum­
pets and vials, appears to be the only one which the prophecy requires, 
or even admits. Not to mention its division into chapters, which are 
sometimes made in the midst of a subject, the scheme of dividing it 
into periods, which Mr. Lowman and many others have favoured, 
seems to be merely a work of the imagination. There are doubtless 
some remarkable periods in the prophecy, such as that of the twelve 
hundred and sixty years, &c. But to make them seven in number, 
and for this purpose to reckon the day of jud~mcoll and the heav­
enly state, as periods, is fanciful. It i~ by tbe division of the proph­
ecy itself into seals, and the subdivision of the seventh seal into 
trumpets, and of the seventh trumpet into vials, that we must steer 
our course." 

Contrary also to the scheme of Mr. Lowman and others, 
who considered the opening of the first seal as not taking 
place till after the death of John, Mr. Fuller offers good 
reasons for concluding that it should be dated from the 
ascension of Christ; and by considering the \'isions of 
John as retrospecting to the commencement of the chris-
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tian dispensation, the sealed book is made to contain a 
perfect system of New-testament prophecy, from the time 
of the ascension to the final end of all things. By this 
means also we are furnished with an easy interpretation 
of the division of the book, into 'things which the sacred 
writer had seen, things which were, and things which should 
be hereafter;' 

Assuming this obvious principle of interpretation, the 
first six seals are supposed to include the principal events 
of the first three hundred years, or to the commencement 
of the reign of Constantine. The seventlt seal, which 
includes the trumpets and the vials, extends from that 
period to the end of the world. The first four trumpets 
under the seventh seal, relate to the subversion of the papal 
Roman empire; and the last three, which are wo trumpets, 
to its final dissolution. 

Chapter xi. of the Revelation is considered as giving a 
general representation of this corrupt and persecuting 
power, with the state of the Christian church under it, 
during the 1260 years. Chapter xii. gives a second, and 
Chapters xiii. and xiv. a third general representation of 
it daring the same period. Chapters xv. and xvi. give a 
more particular account of that part of the subject which 
commences at the sounqmg of the seventh trumpet, and 
contains a subdivision ot that trumpet into seven vials, 
the pouring out of whid1 brings us down to the Millen­
nium. Chapters xvii.- xviii. and xix. contain what in 
modern publications would be called Notes of Illustration, 
giving particular accounts of things which before had only 
been generally intimated. Such is Mr. Fuller's general 
distribution of the prophecy. 

The Slaying of the Witnesses, concerning which, so 
much has been wri-tten to little purpose, he considers as 
having taken place before the Reformation; though he 
does not relieve us from the dread of some future persecu­
tion. The former of these events took place, as the writer 
supposes, on the suppression of the Bohemians; after 
which, no society of Christians was to be found for nearly 
a hundred yea.rs, who dared to oppo~e the general corrup­
tion ; and that the resurrection of the Witnesses, and their 
ascension to heaven, took place at the time of the Reforma­
tion, when, by a special providence, the ~arties ~oncerned 
in it were pi aced out of the reach of their enemies. The 
prospect of ianother popish persecution, after the second 

Q.2 • 
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flight of the church into the wilderness, which few corn• 
mentators have noticed, is thus described : 

"From the times of the Reformation, thP. church of Christ had in a 
manner come out of the wilderness. Having obtained a dc~ree of 
legal protection in several nations, its members were not obliged as 
heretofore to retire into woods and mountains and caves, nor to have 
1·ecou1·se to midnio-ht assemblies for the purpose of hearing the gospel: 
but after renewed" persecutions, the woman is obliged a second time to 
fly into the wilderness, as to her wouted place of refuge. Such has 
been the state of Protestants in all Popish countries; such has been 
their state in France from the revocation of the edict of Nantes in 
ms:;, to the revolutio,; in 17S9, though of late they were treated with 
less severity than formerly, being allowed to meet in the day time, 
only under military inspection. Nor was it in Popish countries only 
that the wrath of the drngon vented itself. A portion of (he poison of 
a persecuting spirit was found among Protestants, even m our own 
count1·y, froin the rcforn,ation to the revolution of 1688. If one place 
was more disliiwuished than another, as affording a shelter for the 
woman at the ti,~c of this her seconilflight, I suspect it was NORTH 
AMERICA;* where the church of Christ has Leen nourished, and may 
continue to be nourished, during the remainder of the 1260 years. And 
as to those parts of the church which still exist in a state of insecurity, 
the serpent has not been suffered to make a full end of them : they 
are nourished by the word of God, and shall doubtless survive the 
reign of antichristian corruption and persecution. 

"The floo<l of waters cast after t!;e woman by the dragon, and the 
war made on the remnant of her sel I, referring, as it appears, to the 
latt.ct· en<l of' the 1260 years, may be so.nething yet to come. It is not 
impossible that persecution may yet 1,e revived. The antichristian 
cause can hardly be supposed·to expire ~•ithout some deadly struggles. 
Indeed it is in the very act of ' making war on Him that sitteth upon 
the horse, and his army, that the beast and the false prophet will be 
taken;' and which seems to be the same v, ar which is 111ade with the 
'remnant of the woman's seed.'-Should a flood of persecution yet be 
in reserve for the church of Christ, it may J.ie the last effort of an ex• 
piriug foe; and from that, the earth will pre. erve her, by swallowing 
it up; it may be in some such way as the i,,vasion of the Philistines 
prcserl'ed David; or as political strnggles havl' o!ten proved favourable 
to Christians, by furnishing those who wi~hed .to persecute them with 
other employment. The dragon, provoked by his want of success 
agamst the woman, may vent his malice on the remnant of her seed 
that are within his reach: but his time is ~hart. His agents, 'the 
beast and tl!e raise_ prophet,' will soon be taken ; and the Angel, with 
a great cham m his hand, .shall next lay hold on hi;.n, and cast him in• 
to the bottomless pit." ' 

* Shoul,l this coJ)jecture be well founded, it may tiossibly account 
for the singular mercy vouchsafed to the churches· on the western 
continent, where, du~ing the last twenty-five years,\ while Europe 
has been deluged with blood, remarkable l'evivals in reli.,ion have 
taken place, and the Spirit has been poured out from d,n high. The 
same hand which has been punishing the enemies of thl~ ehmch, has 
~een r~warding the iohabitants of the wilderness, who r:ourished her 
1n the day of her calamity. Editor. 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 187 

On the Name of the Beast, and the number of his name 
in Rev. xiii. 18, a passage which has puzzled all the 
commentators, Mr. Fuller gives no additional light; but 
offers the stale common-place exposition of an abraca­
dabra. 

The first prediction which the writer meets with, as 
applicable to tlte present times, is that which describes an 
'angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the e\'erlasting 
gospel to preach to them that dwell ori the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people; which 
he thinks is fulfilling in the zeal which has been kindled 
of late years to carry the gospel among the heathen, both 
by Missionary and Bible Societies; an object not unworthy 
of a place in prophecy. 

Every one will feel anxious to know what were the 
sentiments of this discerning writer on the subject of the 
pouring out of the Seven Vials, in Rev. xvi. ; and many 
will be disappointed to find, that instead of five or six, as is 
commonly supposed, only the first two are poured out; and 
that no less a space than a hundred and fifty years is al­
lowed for these vials of wrath, commencing from the be­
ginning of the French Revolution in 1789. This leaves a 
dismal prospect, for at least three or four generations to 
come; during which time, Europe is still to be an acelda­
ma ! The exposition is briefly as follows : 

"It is a fact very remarkable, that the seven trumpets have each a 
point of resemblance with the seven vials. For example: the first 
trumpet affoctcd the earth; and so does the firs: vial. The second 
trnmpet turned the sen into blood; and the secon<l vial was poured out 
upon the sea, which became as the blood of a dead man. The third 
trumpet affected the rirers and fountains(!{ waters; and so docs the 
third vial. The fourth trumpet affected the sun; and the fourth vial 
does the same. The fiflh trnmpct was followed hy darkness and 
pain • and such arc the effects of the fi!d, vial. The sixth trumpet 
was ~omplex, relating partly to the depredations of the Euphratcan 
horsemen in the east, and partly to the idolatries and persecutions of 
the beast and his associates in the west; and so is the sixth vi~l; re­
Iatino- partly to the Euphratean waters bcin~ nricd up, and partly to 
the battle of Armageddon, by which the cause of the Least will be 
ruined. Finally : the seventh trumpc,t presents a closing scene; and 
80 docs the seventh vial.• These resemblances ca,nnot be accidental. 
Though they refer to events, therefore, more than a thousand years 
distant from each other, yet there must be some important points of 
likeness between them; and as the trnmpets are all fultilled, except 
the last we may by means of them form some judgment of the vials 
which ~ay yet be unfulfilled." 

* Compare Rev. ix. I, 8, with xvi. 10. Chap, ix. 14-xi. 14, with 
xvi. 12-16. Chap. xi. Iii, with xvi, 17. 
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After quoting the sentiments of Dr. Gill, who gave a 
similar exposition of the vials, in 1752, Mr. Fuller proceeds 
with the text : 

"• And the first angel went, and poured out his vial upon the earth.' 
If by the earth he meant the continent, as France and Germany, es­
pecially the latter, we have certainly seen a succession of evils falling 
upon the men who 'had the mark of the beast;' first in France, and 
after that in Germany, grievous as the 'most noisome sores,' and 
like them indicative of a state of corruption and approaching dissolu­
tion. 

'"And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea.' If this 
vial 1·espect the papal maritime nations, particularly Spain and Por­
tugal, we have seen a commencement of things in those countries, 
but have not yet seen the issue. What it will be God knoweth ! 
Whether this or that political party prevail, it will be a plague, and 
a plague that will tend to accomplish the ruin of the antichristian 
cause. 

"'And the third angel poured out his vial upon tl,e rivers andfoun­
tai118 ofwate,s.' If these denote Italy and Savoy, these conntiesmay 
lie expected to be the sce_ne of the next great convulsions which shall 
agitate Europe. And if it be so, it may be a just retribution for the 
Lloocl of the Wal<lenses, which was there shed in shocking profusion, 
for many successive centuries. 

"'And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun.' By the 
sun is undoubtedly to be understood the supreme secular government 
nf what is called the holy Roman empire, which is denominated the 
beast, and distinguished liy its carrying or supporting the harlot. Its 
scorching heat cannot lie understood of the persecution of the faithful; 
for they would not blaspheme under it. It seems therefore to denote 
the galling tyranny by which the aclhei-ents of the beast will be op­
pressed, while yet they repent not of their deeds. 

"' And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast.' 
By the be~st we have all along understood that secular government 
which, at the head of the other European governments, has supported 
the Pnpal Antichrist. TJ,is certainly has not been the imperial go~­
crnment of France, but of Germany, to which therefore the character 
of the beast belongs. The supporters of the Pa pal cause will eventual­
ly be confounded: darkness arid anguish will come upon them. Yet 
being given up, like Pharaoh, to hardness of heart, they will continue 
to blaspheme the God of heaven, and will not repent of their deeds. 
These blasphemies, and this pca·sevcrance in impenitence are sure 
signs of its being the determination of Heaven to destroy them. In­
dividuals may repent and escape; lint as a community they are ap­
pointed to utter destruction. 

"' And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river 
Euphrates.' This vial, so far as respects the temporal dominion of 
Chr:st's enemies, possesses a final character ; and seems partly to 
respect the overthrow of the Turkish power, signified by the 'drying 
uJS of the Euphrate~,' and partly that of the Papal, signified by the 
battle of ' Armageddon.' The second part of this vial is the most 
tremendous. This is the last strnggle of the lieast and his adherents, 
and which will issue in thei_r utter ruin. This is 'the great day of 
God Almighty;' the ea.me as the harvest and the vintage in chap­
ter X!v. and the taking of the beast and the false prophet, in chap­
ter XIX. 
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"'Ancl the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air.' The 
moral atmosphere of the world has Jong been polluted by false reli­
gion, from which it is the object of this vial to cleanse it ns by a 
thunder storm ; which tliunder storm produces a great earthquake, 
and this the falling to pieces of the great antichristian city and other 
cities with it. The face of the world from hence becomes changed; 
ancl the wrath of God pursues, as by a tenil>le h3il storm, the men 
who repent not of their deeds. And now a voice out of the temple 
of heaven, even from the throne of God is heard, sayin!!=, )T 1s no:vE! 
The threatening of the angel in ~hapter x. 7, is accomplishe,1-the 
1260 years arc ended-THE MYSTERY.OF Gon Is FINISHED-and 
now commences the Millennium!" 

CHAPTER IX. 

Review of the Controversy on Faith, with ~rief Notices of Mr. Ful­
ler's several Opponents--Rev. William Bulton-Rcv. Dan Taylor­
Rev. John Martin-Advocates of Hyper-ealvinism-Rev. Archibald 
Maclean. • 

THE distinction which Mr. Fuller acquired among the 
theological writers of the day, arose chiefly from the 
talent which he displayed in controversy; for though his 
other writings were generally well received, and obtained 
an extensive circulation, yet in this department he particu­
larly excelled. He was· sometimes weary of disputation, 
and wished to decline it; but when the interests of truth 
invited him to tbe field, he seldom quitted it but with 
honour and success. He carefully took his station in some 
fixed, invulnerable principle, whence he annoyed the ad­
versary, and bid defiance to his attacks. His under­
standing was not more powerful than rapid in its exercise, 
grasping a subject almost intuitively, and fixing on the 
point of an argument with singular precision and accuracy. 
As the talents of his opponents were various, and the 
subjects in debate more or less interesting, his polemical 
pieces of ·course possess different degrees of merit; and 
where the host was feeble, the conquest though decisive 
could not be eminent. 

With respect to the present controversy, though it re­
lated more immediately to one particular class of Christians, 
it was pregnant with great practical results, and fully 
demanded by existing circumstances. At the time Mr. 
Fuller commenced a public profession of Christianity, and 
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entered on the work of the ministry, the state of the Bap­
tist denomination in this country was truly deplorable. 
The writincrs of Hussey, Gill, and Brine,* were all in 
vogue: anl'such was the veneration in which their names 
were generally held, that the system of doctrine which they 
contended for, almost universally prevailed; and their 
works, not the scriptures, became in effect the standard of 
orthodoxy. It is not affirmed, that there is nothing valua­
ble in the writings of these authors; on the contrary it is 
readily admitted, that all the leading truths of the gospel 
are maintained in them. At the same time, it is manifest, 

~· The following remarks from the pen of Mr. Fuller himself, rela­
tive to this point, deserves insertion here. 

"I believe no writer of eminence can be named before the present 
century, who denied it to l)e the duty of men in general to believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation of their souls. I think l\fr. 
Hus.,ey was the first person, who hy the genernl ten0t· of his writings 
laid the foundation for this sentiment. And yet even Mr. Hussey did 
not, thal I recollect, expressly avow it. On the contrary, he allowed 
it to be ' the duly of those who were not effectually called, to hear 
spiritually, and open their hearts to Christ; though, as he justly as­
serted, the preaching of this as their duty woulJ not effect a cure.' 
Operations of Gmce, p. 442. 

"Mr. Hussey was doublless a man of considerable eminence in 
some respects. Mr. Ileart, in his Eternal Luw and Everlasting 
Gospel, I think has give,n as fair and as candid an account of his wri­
tings as couhl well be given. But Mr. Hussey, though in some re­
spects a great man, was nevertheless possessed of that wal'ln turn of 
mind, which frequently misleads even the greatest of men, especially 
in defending a favourite sentiment. 

"l\J r. Ilrine i;; the only writer of eminence who has expressly de­
fended the sentiment. Dr. Gill took no acth:e part in the controver­
sy. It is allowed that the negative side of the question was his avow­
ed sentimenl, and this appears to be implied in the i:cneral tenor 
of his writings. At the sarue time it cannot be denied, that when en­
gaged in other controversies, he frequently argued in a manner favoura­
lile to our side; and his writings contain various concessions on this sub­
ject, which if any one else had made them, would uot be much to the 
salisfdction of our opposing brethren. However they may be inclin­
ed to represent us as verging towards Arminianism, it is certain Dr. 
Gill in his answer to Dr. Whitby, the noted Al'lninian, frequently 
1nakes use of_ out· arguments; nor could he easily have gone through 
that work without them. (See his Cause of God and Truth, Part i. 
pp. 63, 69, 118, 159, 160, 165. Part ii. pp. 88, 211, 215, 222, 226. 
First edition.) _And the very title of Mr. Brine's chief pamphlet 
against our sentm1ent, which he called, Motives to Love and Unity 
among Calvinists differing in opinion, as well as the most explicit 
acknowledgments therein contained, might teach those who pay any 
deference to his jurlgment, not to claim to themselves the title of Cal­
vinists, exclusively." Defence of a Treatise entitled The Gospel 
of Christ worthy of all Acceptation, pp. 13, 14. ' 
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that by stretching what are usually called the doctrines of 
grace, beyond the scripture medium, they introduced a 
system of J:lyper-Calvinism, which extended its baleful in­
fluence over nearly all the churches, and covered them with 
a cloud of darkness. 

"From the moral inability which the oracles of truth 
ascribe to man in his fallen state, these divines were in­
duced to divide moral and religious duties into two classes, 
natural and spiritual; comprehending under the latter, 
those w.hich required spiritual or supernatural assistance 
to their performance; and under the former, those which 
demand no such assistance. Agreeable to this distinction, 
they conceived it to be the duty of all men to abstain from 
the outward acts of sin, to read the scriptures, to frequent 
the worship of God, and to attend, with serious assiduity, 
to the means of grace ; but they supposed that repentance, 
faith in Christ, and the exercise of genuine internal devo­
tion, were obligatory only on the regenerate. Hence their 
ministry consisted almost entirely of an exhibition of the 
peculiar mysteries of the gospel, with few or no addresses 
to the unconverted. They conceived themselves not war­
ranted to urge them to repent and believe the gospel, those 
being spiritual duties, from whose obligation they were 
released by the inability contracted by the fall."* 

As a necessary consequence, the calls and invitations 
of the gospel were entirely' overlooked; the scriptural view 
of saving faith, as consisting in the cordial reception of 
the record that God bath given of his Son, exchanged for 
the doctrine of appr_opriation; and the duty of man to be­
lieve whatever God reveals, totally denied. Nothing was 
now to be heard but the privileges of believers, or rather 
the privileges of those who had wrought themselves up 
to an assurance that they were of the number of the 
elect; and all attempts to call sinners to the obedience 
of faith, were stigmatized as savouring of Arminian le-
~~ . 

The reflecting mind of Mr. Fuller was struck with this 
heterogeneous mixture of truth and error, and more es­
pecially when he contemplated its pernicious effects upon 
the churches. Like the chilling touch of the torpedo, it 

., Help to Zion's Travellers: a new edition, by Rev. Robert Hall: 
p. xix. Preface. 
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seemed to paralyze every arm that came in contact with 
it. 

It was Mr. Fuller's misfortune, however, to have been 
initiated in these sentiments; and he afterwards lamented, 
as we have seen in the early part of his history, that he 
had long been kept in distress and darkness for want of 
clearer views of the nature of faith, and from having sat 
under a ministry which disavowed all direct addresses to 
the unconverted. For a time also his own preaching was 
greatly deficient in this article ; and though he ■did not 
wholly refrain from such addresses, he sensibly felt their 
inconsistency with the notions entertained of human ina­
bility. Ile began to discern, that love was the fulfilling ?f 
the law; and that, in fact, men owed nothing to their 
Creator, or to one another, which is not comprehended in 
the exercise of love. He perceived that every thing short 
of the perfection of love, constituted men sinners ; and 
that though depraved, we are as capable, if we were but 
inclined, to bestow our hearts upon God as upon the 
things of this world. He anticipated the effects which 
these views, if he should become confirmed in them, must 
produce on the strain of his preaching, and, therefore, 
moved on with slow and trembling steps. 

It nas a great injury to him, at this early period of his 
ministry, that his attention was diverted to other subjects 
of far inferior importance. The writings of Mr. Johnson 
of Liverpool were recommended to his notice, as well as 
some others on speculative points. The style of that 
author, he used to say, seemed to him then, very imposing, 
and much calculated to carry away young and inexperi­
enced readers. His professed purpose to vindicate the 
Creator from being the author of sin, greatly prepossessed 
Mr. Fuller in favour of his opinions; but he soon found 
them destitute of scriptural authority. lie saw, that as 
the grace manifested by Christ Jesus proceeded on the 
ground of the entrance of sin, and was purposed before 
the world began, that the permission of sin must also be 
the subject of divine determination ; and as sin has in fact 
entered, :prevailed, and reigned upon earth, he was satis­
fied that 1t could be no reproach to the holy Majesty of 
heaven and earth, d~cretively to permit what has actually 
taken place. The mconsistency with the divine perfec­
tions, if any there were, he perceived must be in permitting 
evil to exist, and not in his decree to do so ; and he was 
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afraid that Mr. Johnson's hypothesis rather arraigned than 
justified the ways of God to men. He thought he discov­
ered that Mr. Johnson, and those who adopted his views, 
were misled by the ambiguity of the word permit, which 
denotes not merely "not to obstruct, without implying ap­
probation;" but also "to give leave," in a different sense. 
These questions being put to rest in his mind, he henceforth 
thought little more about them ; but in reviewing his ex­
perience, he saw reason to bless God for preserving him 
from the idle and unprofitable employment in which others 
,vere engrossed, and from the pernicious effects which he 
observed these and similar things to have on some Chris­
tians. 

Had the mind of Mr. Fuller been only of an ordinary 
cast, he would probably have remained much longer, if not 
throughout the remainder of his life, perplexed and bewil­
dered amidst these jarring elements of theological contest. 
But happy for himself and for the Christian world, he burst 
asunder the enslaving fetters of human dogmas, emanci­
pated himself from their paralyzing influence on his re­
searches after truth; and taking the word of God alone for 
his guide, he determined to call no man master upon earth, 
but to follow with a firm and cautious step, the dictates of 
an enlightened understanding. 

In the year 1781, at the age of twenty-six, he composed 
his first treatise, which was published about five years af­
terwards, entitled-

T!te Gospel wortliy of all Acceplation; or tlie Duty of 
Sinners to believe in Jesus Christ. 

The leading design of this performance is to prove, that 
men are under indispensable obligations to believe what­
ever God says, and to do whatever he commands ; and a 
Saviour being revealed in the gospel, the law in effect re­
quires those to whom he is made known, to believe in him, 
seeing it insists upon obedience lo the whole revealed will 
of God : That no rational creature can justly claim exemp­
tion from obligation, or is at liberty to do what he pleases, 
to believe or not believe what God declares, to comply or 
not comply with what he enjoins; otherwise he would not 
be called to give account of himself to God; that the ina­
bility of man to comply with the divine requirements is 
wholly of a moral nature, and totally distinct from the 

R 
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want of natural faculties ; that it consists in the prevalence 
of an evil disposition, or in blindness and hardness of heart; 
that though, while this disordered state of mind exists, it 
will prevent a compliance with the divine requirements as 
certainly as any physical privation, yet being voluntary, it 
becomes in the highest degree criminal ;-and that legit­
imate commands, enforced by proper sanctions, being 
amongst the strongest motives, and tending in their own 
nature to incline the will, they cannot be withheld, with­
out virtually relinquishing the claim of divine authority 
and dominion. 

These sentiments are discussed in several distinct prop­
ositions, and supported by a weight of scriptural evidence, 
sufficient to silence all objections. The author then ad­
verts to the doctrine of divine decrees-the nature of man's 
original holiness-particular redemption-the covenant of 
works-the inability of man-and the necessity of a divine 
principle in order to believing; proving the consistency of 
the indefinite calls of the gospel, with these and other ad­
mitted parts of the Calvinistic system. 

Great opposition, however, was made to this publication 
at its first appearance, from various quarters; and the au­
thor himself was regarded with suspicion among several 
of his friends. In fact, so blind was the enmity directed 
against him, that one of the churches in his own neigh­
bourhood refused for seven years to hold communion with 
him, or to allow any of their members to have fellowship 
with his church. The Dissenters in general, notwithstand­
ing, ancl the Baptists in particular, are under great obliga­
tions to his memory, for his faithful and persevering exer­
tions, in emancipating them from the servility of such a 
system as that already described, and giving free scope to 
the publication of the gospel. A considerable revolution 
has in consequence taken place in the sentiments of the 
Baptist denomination, and a greater relish excited for spir­
itual and practical religion. A wider separation has been 
made between real and nominal Christians of the same com­
munity; between Antinomian Calvinists and Calvinistic be­
lievers; while a closer union has been effected amongst the 
genuine friends of evangelical truth. "The excrescences 
of Calvinism have been cut off; the points of defence have 
been diminished in number, and better fortified; truth has 
shone forth with brighter lustre ; and the ministry of the 
gospel been_ rendered more simple, more practical, and 
more efficacious." 
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But as truth is slow in its process, and the reformation 
of public bodies is generally effected with great difficulty 
it was not to be expected that such an innovation upon th~ 
system which had prevailed for more than half a century, 
would be suffered to pass unnoticed. The book must be • 
answered: or Calvinism, it was thought, would be ruined. 
The first opponent who presented himself, and to whom, 
as one of the successors of Dr. Gill, the conservation of re­
puted orthodoxy properly belonged, was 

THE REV. WILLIAI\I BUTTON, 

Pastor of the Baptist church, meeting in Dean-street, Bo­
rough. This gentleman published "Remarks" on Mr. Ful­
ler's performance, in refutation of its leading sentiment; 
which simply related to the nature of saving faith, and its 
obligations on fallen men. 

In managing this dispute, Mr. Button admits, what in­
deed no sober friend to revelation could deny, "that every 
man is bound cordially to receive, and heartily to approve 
of the gospel ;" but then he imagines there is something 
in saving faith very distinct from this, though he does not 
contend for appropriation as essential to its existence. Re­
jecting Mr. Fuller's definition, as deficient, he wishes to 
substitute for "a belief of the truth," a 1·eliance on Christ 
for safoation, and to include both cause and effect in the 
nature of true believing. He appears to lay much stress 
on the distinction between believing the divine testimony, 
and believing in or on Christ for salvation; though it is 
well known that this phrase is sometimes expressive of an 
essentially defective and temporary faith.* It is true, that 
to believe the apostles is not the same thing as to believe 
on them, because the apostles did not preach themselves ; 
but as Christ is the subject of his own testimony, to believe 
him, and to believe on him, are expressions of the same 
import, and are used indiscriminately, the one for the oth­
er. John iii. 36. 

This kind of special faith, however, Mr. Button does 
not consider as obligatory. on all men, but that only which 
c011sists in giving credit to the word, and which requires 
no spiritual principle or supernatural assistance in order to 
its performance. In proof of this he offers copious extracts 

*John ii. 23, 24. Chap. viii. 80-33. 
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from the commentary of Dr. Gill, on the various scriptures 
urged on the other side, and leav~s Mr. ~uller's argume~ts 
to shift for themselves. The evidence rn favour of faith 
being commanded in the scriptures, is all disposed of with 
the utmost ease, and without the labour of an argument. 
Commands, Mr. Button affirms, do not always imply duty. 
He is of opinion they are sometimes used to denote an ex­
traordinary exertion of divine power, as when God said to 
the Israelitish nation, "live;" and sometimes they are sim­
ply intended to afford direction and encouragement. Ap­
plying this principle generally to the preceptive parts of 
scripture, all the mountains sink into a plain, and every 
thing is levelled down to the moral, or rather immoral ca­
pacity of the unregenerate. • 

Mr. Button enters into some curious distinctions relative 
to " natural and spiritual holiness," and " legal and evan­
gelical spirituality," in order to evince the incapacity of 
our first parents for spiritual duties, and to invalidate the 
obligation of their sinful descendants to such sort of re­
quirements. Other topics arc also urged in the usual man­
ner,-that the doctrine of particular redemption, of di­
vine decrees, and man's dependence on divine influence 
for the performance of holy duties, are inconsistent with 
indefinite invitations, and the unqualified requirements of 
repentance and faith. 

The amiable and lamented Mr. Button, though not pos­
sessed of much logical lore, conducted his part of the con­
troversy with that Christian candour and good-will which 
pervaded all his conduct; and though not successful in the 
undertaking, he uniformly cherished a spirit of brotherly 
affection towards his opponent, and was a man of truly 
catholic principles, in spite of the theoretical circumscrip­
tion of his creed. 

Before any reply was made to Mr. Button's "Remarks," 
another opponent presented himself from a very dilferent 
quarter, under the title of Philanthropos, who published 
his " Observations " on Mr. Fuller's treatise, in the hope 
of bringing him over to the Arminian system. This re­
spectable individual, who was long a distinguished charac­
ter among the General Baptists, was 

THE REV. DAN TAYLOR. 

Those who had watched the progress of controversy, 
must have observed the coincidence which is often found 
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betwixt systems that appear at first view at the utmost vari­
ance with each other. Some modern Arminians, who de­
ny the doctrine of total depravity, maintain that it is the 
duty of all men to repent and believe the gospel, because 
all possess an inherent power of so doing, without any spe­
cial divine assistance; while others who believe that as­
sistance to be offered or put within the reach of every man, 
ground the obligation to faith and repentance on this su­
perinduced ability. The high Calvinists, on the contrary, 
deny that any man in a state of unregeneracy is under an 
obligation to perform those duties, because they are not 
possessed of the requisite ability. Thus both concur in 
making moral ability the measure and the ground of obli­
gation; a position which, when the terms are accurately 
defined and cleared of their ambiguity, conduct us to this 
very extraordinary conclusion,-that men are obliged to 
just as much of duty as they are inclined to.* 

This singular sort of coincidence is to be met with in 
several parts of the present controversy. Mr. Taylor, as 
well as Mr. Bt1tton, insists that saving faith is something 
more than believing the divine testimony, and that it in­
cludes the actual coming to Christ for life; but Mr. T. of 
course contends, that the obligation to believe is co-exten­
sive with the publication of the gospel. They are also 
agreed on another point ; and that is, if regeneration pre­
cedes believing in Christ, as Mr. Fuller and Mr. Button 
both admit, then sinners are excusable in not believing, 
and that it is absurd to exhort them to believe, while in a 
state of unregeneracy. Mr. Taylor allows that men are 
born in sin, and that their inability to do things spiritually 
good is real and total ; yet he contends that they ought 
not to be punished for it, or for any of its necessary ef­
fects, if the former were unavoidable, and the latter with­
out remedy. Natural power he does not consider to be 
power, so long as there is a total want of moral capacity 
for using it, or for doing what is good; so that in his opin­
ion it comes all to one, that " what we cannot do, we can­
not do," whatever be the cause. 

Mr. Fuller had admitted the infinite sufficiency of the 
death of Christ, while he pleaded for a limited design, and 
rested on the former the consistency of general calls and 
invitations. Mr. Taylor urges some strong objections to 

• Hall's Help to Zion•~ Travellers; ed. 1815, p. J:XV, Preface. 
R2 
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this, and hopes to convince his opponent that universal 
invitations necessarily imply universal provision. At the 
same time, by including the forgiveness of sins in the doc­
trine of redemption, Mr. T. uses the term in the same re­
stricted sense as that of salvation; and consequently, what• 
ever his ideas might be on the extent of the death of Christ, 
he could not properly be considered as the advocate of uni­
versal redemption. 

Mr. Fuller replied to Mr. Button's "Remarks," and to 
Mr. Taylor's "Observations," at the same time in his 

Defence of a Treatise, entitled, The Gospel of Clirist 
wo1·thy of all Acceptation. 1787. 

Granting to Mr. Button various principles, common to 
them both as Calvinists, Mr. Fuller explains himself on 
the nature of true believing, and says it never was his de­
sign to exclude from it the idea of trust or confidence in 
Christ. Whether that be of the essence of faith itself, or 
an effect which immediately follows, he always considered 
them as inseparable. 

"Faith, in its most general sense, he says, signifies the credit of 
some testimony, whether that testimony be true or false. When we 
speak of the faith of the gospel, as 'a uelief of the truth,' it is not to 
be understood of all kinds of truth, nor even of all kinds of scripture 
truth. A true believer, so far as he understands it, believes all scrip• 
ture truth; and to discredit any one truth in the Bible, knowing it to 
be such, is a damning sin : yet it is not the credit given to a chrono­
logical or historical fact, for instanre, that denominates any one a 
true believer. The peculiar truth, by embracing of which we become 
believers in Christ, is the gospel, or the good news of salvation through 
his name. The belief of this implies the belief of other truths; such 
as the goodness of the divine government, the evil of sin, our lost and 
ruined condition Ly it,·and our utter insufficiency to help ourselves; 
but it is the soul's embracing, or falling in with the way of salvation 
by Christ, that peculiarly denominates us true believers." 

On the obligations of men to believe in Christ, Mr. Ful­
ler refers to the body of evidence produced in the second 
part of his former Treatise, which had remained unan­
swered. He then passes on to various other topics which 
had been noticed in the course of the debate ; such as-­
the causes to which the want of faith is ascribed-the 
punishments threatened and inflicted for not believing­
the state of man in innocence-divine decrees-particular 
redemption-and the nature of spiritual dispositions; ob­
viating the objections arising from some of these particu-
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Jars, and placing others in • a strong position of defence 
He at the same time evinces the tendency of his own 
principles to establish the doctrines of human depravity, 
divine grace, and the work of the Holy Spirit; closing this 
part of the discussion with a few admonitory hints to his 
friendly opponent, on the fatal eons~quences of a ministry 
which declines all direct addresses to the unconverted, to 
repent and believe the gospel, and on the tendency of a 
principle which required such an exposition of the scrip­
tures as had been exhibited in his performance. Fully per­
suaded however of the purity of Mr. Button's design, what­
ever might be his opinion of the part he had taken in the 
present controversy, he participated in the high esteem so 
generally entertained for his character. 

Mr. Fuller entered on the defence of his Treatise on 
Faith, in reply to the objections of the Rev. Dan Taylor, 
with considerable satisfaction; feeling, as he said, that he 
had in his hand a two-edged sword, with which he could 
do some execution on the opposite systems of his adversa­
ries. It is evident that his sentiments are hostile to both ; 
and they provoked an equal degree of opposition in return. 
He was now placed, however, between two fires; the Hy­
per-Calvinists on the hills, and the Arminians in the vallies; 
and it was to be seen whether he could keep his ground be-
tween them. • 

Desirous of shortening the debate as much as possible, 
and of bringing the main question to a speedy issue, he se­
lected only such topics as bore immediately upon it; but 
in the hands of Mr. Taylor, the controversy soon involved 
nearly all the points of difference in the adverse systems. 
The principal arguments, however, related to-the prece­
dence of regeneration to faith-the inability of fallen man 
-and the extent of the death of Christ. 

On the first of these, Mr. Fuller observes that, 

"Not only scripture, but common observation, might teach us the 
need of a bias of mind, different from that which prevails over men 
in general, in order to our coming to Christ. Whoeyer be the c~u~e 
of such a bias, let that at present be out of the question; suppose It 1s 
man himself, still a tum of some sort there must be; for it will hardly 
be said, that the same thoughts and temper of mind which lead a man 
to despise and reject the Saviour, will lead him also to esteer_n and 
embrace him! That a turn of mind is necessary lo our coming to 
Christ, is evident from the nature of things; and if so, our mistake 
must lie, if any where, in ascribing it to the Spirit of God." 
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As Mr. Taylor was very tenacious for the priority of faith, 
and for considering regeneration as including the whole of 
that change which is necessary in order to denominate any 
one a Christian, and not merely its first commencement, 
Mr. Fuller was willing to allow that the term may be thus 
comprehensively understood in some parts of the New Tes­
tament; and that in this enlarged sense, regeneration is by 
the word. Still the great question is, 

"Whether the Holy Spirit of God is the proper and efficient cause 
of a sinner's believing in Christ; or whether it be owing to his holy 
influence, and that alone, that one sinner believes in Christ rather 
than another. If this were but allowed, we should be content. If 
the first beginning of God's work upon the mind is by the wor_d, let it 
but be 1sranted thal it is by the agency of the Holy Spirit, causing that 
word t'l be embraced by one person so as it is not by another, and sn 
to become effectual, and we are satisfied. If this he l:,ut granted, it 
will amount to the same thing as that which we mean by regeneration 
preceding our coming to Christ, since the cause always precedes the 
dfect." 

The substance of what Mr. Taylor advanced on the sub­
ject of human inability, is as follows-That man was so re­
duced by the fall, as to be "really and totally unable to do 
good"-that if he had been left in this condition, he would 
not have been to blame for not doing it, but that his inabil­
ity would have been his excuse, "let his practices have been 
as vile as they might "-but that God has not left him in 
this condition. He has sent his Son to die for all men uni­
versally; and by giving, or at least offering grace to all 
men, he removes the inability which they derived from the 
fall; and from hence they become accountable beings, and 
are inexcusable if they do not comply with spiritual re­
quirements. 

" If these things be true, it must follow," says Mr. Fuller, " that 
Christ did not die for the sins of any man, except it were Adam, since 
none of the fallen race could have sinned if he had never died. The 
reasonings of 1\1 r. Taylor suppose that men are not chargeable with 
sin, or blameworthiness, independently of the death of Christ, and the 
grace of the gospel ; and if so, it could not be to atone for sin that he 
laid down his life : for prior to the consideration of this there was no 
sin for which he could have to atone. ' 

"It seems if men had but power to comply every idea of injustice 
would subside •. ~ell, we affirm they have power. They have the 
same natu_ral ab1hty to e!11brace Christ as to reject him. They could 
comply "'.•th the gospel if thty would. Is any thing more necessary 
to denominate them accountable beings ? We believe not ; and per­
haps iu fact, Mr. Taylor believes the same. In some places however 
he app~ars_ to t_hink there is. Well, what is it? If any thing,itmust 
be an inclination, as well as an ability. But would he be willing to 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 201 

have his objection so stated, that it is hard that new obligations 
should be laid upon persons who have no inclination to what they al­
ready lie under ? If so, it will afford a powerful plea to final unbe­
lievers at the last day. No, it will be said, they might have had an 
inclination if they would. But let it be considered, whether any 
thing like this is revealed in scripture, and whether it be not repug­
nant even to common sense. If ihl!'!J had been willing, thl!'!J might, 
or would have be en willing! 

"The whole force of Mr. Taylor'.s arguments, rest~ upon the suppo­
sition of that being true which is a matter of dispute; namely, that 
natural power is not power, and is not sufficient to denominate men 
accountable beings. His statement of the above objection takes this 
for granted; whereas this is what we positively deny, maintai11ing that 
natural power is power, properly so called, and is to all intents and 
purposes sufficient to render men accountable beings; that the want 
of inclin/\tion in a sinner is of no. account with the Governor of the 
world; that he proceeds in his requirements, and that it is right he 
should proceed, in the .same way as if no such disinclination existed. 

"After all, it is doubtful whether Mr. Taylor means any thing more 
by his notions of grace than we do by natural ability. We allow that 
men can come to Christ, and do thiugs spiritually good, if they will. 
He is not satisfied, it seems, with this; they must have something of 
grace given or offered; otherwise they cannot be accountable beings. 
Well, what does it amount to? Does he mean that they must have 
something of real good, or a holy inclination in them? I question 
whether he will affinn this. Does he mean that this supposed grace 
does any thing effectual towards making them willing! No such thing. 
What then does he mean ! Nothing that I can comprehend more than 
this; that men may come to Christ if thl!'!J will. His wnole scheme of 
grace, therefore, amounts to r:io more than our natural ability. We 
admit that men in general are possessed of this ability ; but then we 
have no notion of calling it grace. If we must be accountable beings, 
we apprehend this to be no mo,·e than an e:,:erciso of just.ice. What 
end they can have in calling thia power by the name of grace, it is 
difficult to say, unless it he to avoid the odium of seeming to ascribe 
to di vine grace nothing at all." 

In proof of a limitation of design in the deatlr of Christ, 
Mr. Fuller adverts to the promises made to Christ, of the 
certain efficacy of his death-the characters under which 
he died-the effects ascribed to his death, being such as do 
not terminate on all mankind-the intercession of Christ, 
founded on his death, not extending tu all-the doctrine of 
personal and unconditional election as necessarily connected 
with a special design in his death-and the character of 
the redeemed in the world above. 

The consistency of particular redemption, or of a limited 
design in the death of Christ, with the general calls and 
invitations of the gospel, and the comparative ad,•itntages 
of the opposite systems, are stated in the following man­
ner: 
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" The provision made by the death of C~rist is of two kind~,-;--a 
provision of pardon and acceptance for all believers-and a prov1S1on 
of grace to enable a sinner to believe. The first affords a motive for 
returning to God in Christ's name ; the last excites to a compliance 
with that motive. Now in which of these has the scheme of Mr. T. 
any advantage of that which he opposes? Not in the first: we sup­
pose the provisions of Christ's death altogether sufficient for the ful­
filment of his promises, be they as extensive as they may-that full 
and free pardon is provided for all that believe in him-and that if all 
the inhabitants of the globe could be persuaded to return to God in 
Christ's name, they would undoubtedly be accepted of him. Does 
the opposite scheme propose any thing more? No; it pretends to no 
such thing as a provision for unbelievers being forgiven and accepted. 
Thus far at least, therefore, we stand upon equal ground. 

"Bnt has the scheme of our opponent the advantage in the last par­
ticular? Docs it not hoast of a universal provision of grace, sufficient 
to enable every man to comply with the gospel ? It iloes; but what it 
amounts to, is difficult to say. Does it effectually produce in mankind 
in general any thing of a right spirit, any thing of a true desire to come 
to Christ for the salvation of their souls? No such thing is prelended. 
At most it only amounts to this, that God is ready to help them out 
of their condition, if they will b·ut ask him; and to give them every 
assistance in the good work, if they will but he in earnest and set about 
it. Well, if this is th" whole of which our opponent can boast, I see 
nothing superior in this neither, to the sentiment which he opposes. 
We consider the least degree of a right spirit as plentifully encouraged 
in the wo1·d of God. If a person <lo but truly desire to come to Christ, 
or desire the influence of the Holy Spirit to that end, we doubt not but 
grace is prnvidecl for his assistance. God will surely 'give his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him.' Where then is the superiority of Mr. 
Taylor's system? It makes no effectual provision for begetting a right 
disposition in those who are so utterly destitute of it that they will 1iot 
~eek after it. It only encourages the well disposeil; and as to these, 
if their well-disposedncss is real, there is no want of encouragement 
for them in the system he opposes. 

"According to Mr. Taylor's scheme, the redemption and salvation of 
the whole human race is left to uncert,1inty; to such uncertainty as 
to depend upon the fickle, capricious, and perverse will of man. It 
supposes no effectual provision made for Christ to ' see of the travail 
oi hi., soul,' in the salvation of sinners. Mr. T. has a very great ob­
jection to a sinner's coming to Christ with a peradventure; but it seems 
he has no ohjection to his Lord and Saviour cominl(' into the world, 
and laying down his life with no better security. Notwithstanding• 
any provision made by his scheme, the Head of the church might have 
been without a sin~le member, the King of Zion without a subject, and 
the She_pherd of Israel without any to constitute a flock. Satan might 
ha~e lnumphcd for ever, and the many mansions in glory have re­
mained eternally unoccupied by the children of men. 

"Though Mr. Taylor's scheme professedly maintains that Christ died 
to atone for the sins of all mankind; yet in reality it amounts to no 
such thi~g •. The si~ of ma~kind may be distinguished into two kinds; 
that which 1s committed simply against God as a L~wgiver, antece­
dently to all considerations of the gift of Christ, and the grace of the 
gospel; and that which is committed more immediately against the 
gospel, ,lespisinJ!,' the riches of Gou's goodne~s, and rejecting his way 
of salvation. Does Mr. Taylor maintain that Christ made atooement 
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for both these 7 On the contrary, his scheme supposes that he atoned 
for neither. Not for the first; for he abundantly insists that there could 
be nothing of the nature of blameworthiness in this, and consequent• 
ly nothing to require an atonement. Not for the last; for if so, atone­
ment must be made for impenitency and unbelief; and in that case 
surely, these evils would not prove the ruin of the subject." 

Mr. Taylor, however, was not to be silenced by this Re­
ply; he therefore continued his " Observations," in Thir­
teen additional Letters, repeating the same objections to 
Mr. Fuller's hypothesis, but without casting any addition­
al light upon the subject. He entirely overlooks Mr. Ful­
ler's explanation and concession on the subject of regene­
ration; that if understood in a seuse which includes not 
only the passive reception but the actual effects of Chris­
tian principle, there could be no objection to its being 
produced "by the word of truth;" nor would it be object­
ed that the former should be ascribed to the same means, if 
the agency of the Holy Spirit were but admitted. Instead 
of meeting this statement, or complying with the requisite 
admission, Mr. Taylor contents himself with denying that 
the change of heart implied in the reception of truth is 
called regeneration, and insists that his opponent's candid 
explanation has altered the state of the question. He 
believes in the universality of divine influence, but in 
none that is effectual ; and therefore does not teach us to 
what cause the previous disposition is to be ascribed, or 
how it comes to pass that any one is inclined rather than 
another to receive the truth. It would save much trouble 
in this controversy, and relieve the subject of many un­
necessary distinctions, if the advocates of Mr. Taylor's 
scheme would at once inform us how it is, that while God 
bestows grace alike on all men, it is he that makes them 
to differ. 

It is not a little extraordinary, that in the early part of 
the debate, Mr. Taylor highly apprm·ed of the perspicuous 
manner in which Mr. Fuller had stated the difference be­
tween natural and moral inability in fallen man : and was 
fully persuaded, "that a good understanding of this distinc­
tion would contribute to the establishment of the doctrine 
he had undertaken to maintain;" yet when the effects of 
this distinction began to operate powerfully on his own 
system, he changed his mind, and imposed another mean• 
ing on the terms. There appears, however, to be no other 
way of accounting for the inconsistencies and contradic­
tions to be met with in his various remarks on this subject 
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He writes like one who saw and was afraid to meet this 
flaming sword; and lest his own troops should be p~t- to 
flight, he would not acknowledge that the Hyper-Calvm1sts 
had been defeated. 

"Natural ability" is now the power of performing natu­
ral actions, and "moral ability" the power of performing 
those which are spiritual! This is an attempt to distin­
guish the use of these terms by the objects to which they 
are applied, as if the same faculties were not competent to 
both good and evil, and could not perform natural and spir­
itual actions, according as the will may be inclined. Mr. 
Taylor therefore concludes, that if God require any thing 
of a moral or spiritual nature of any man, it is but right 
that he should furnish him with moral power for its perform­
ance. Thus he represents moral ability as if it were a dis­
tinct faculty, formed by the Creator for the performance of 
moral actions, while natural power is given for the perform­
ance of natural actions; and the reader is led to imagine 
that God is as much required to provide the one as the oth­
er, in order to render sinful men accountable for their con­
duct. But as moral ability is nothing more than the power 
of the will, improperly so called, or a disposition to employ 
our natural faculties in a right manner, it cannot be neces­
sary that a person should be actually disposed to what is 
right, in order to render him accountable, but merely that 
he should be capable of performing right actions, if he be 
so inclined. 

Mr. Fuller admitted the universality of the atonement, 
both in his first and second treatise; or that the death of 
Christ had opened a way, whereby God could, consistently 
with his justice, forgive any sinner whatever who returns to 
him by Jesus Christ; and that in this sense he died for the 
sins of all mankind, and therefore all are invited to come 
unto God by him, assured that whosoever cometh he will 
in no wise cast out. But while a way is thus prepared for 
the salvation of sinners without distinction, Mr. Fuller at 
the same time maintains that an effectual provision is made 
for all who are finally saved, and that their salvation is the 
consequence of a special design. 

This hypothesis, as has been observed, appears to pos­
sess every advantage of which the opposite one can boast; 
and notwithstanding all that Mr. Taylor has written about 
universal provision, he bas at length but little to object. 
" It is so plain, (he says,) that Christ might absolutely de­
sign the salvation of some, and yet lay down his life for 
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all, that 1 think the consistency of these two positions was 
harrlly ever denied by any man of consideration, whatever 
were his sentiments respecting either of them."* After 
this there is no need for quotation, nor for any farther dis­
pute on this head. 

Mr. Fuller felt extremely unwilling to continue the con­
troversy with such an invincible opponent, who would 
demand more of his time than could conveniently be 
spared from more imp@rtant engagements; he, therefore, 
chose to print his next tract in the name of a third person, 
and for many years it was supposed to be the production 
of Dr. Ryland. This piece was entitled, 

T/1e Reality and Efficacy of Divine Grace, witlt tlie ce1·­
tain Success of C!trist' s Sufferings in belialf of all who 
are finally saved: containing Remarks upon t!te Obse1·va­
tions of t!te Rev. Dan Taylor on Mr. Puller's Reply to 
Philanthropos. By AoNosTos. 

This performance, which displays as much acumen as 
either of the former, and evidently bespeaks the same 
hand to have been employed, takes a review of the prin­
cipal topics in debate, and ably refutes the various objec­
tions advanced by Mr. Fuller's opponent. Driven from 
every other refuge, Mr. Taylor fixes on the following ap­
parently strong position as his dernier resort, in defence 
of the supposed innocence of moral impotence; namely, 
"If men could never avoid it, cannot deliver themselves 
from it, and the blessed God will not deliver them, surely 
they ought not to be punished for it, or for any of its ne­
cessary effects." On this and on every other occasion, 
Mr. Talyor found it convenient to represent moral inabili­
ty, not only in terms inapplicable to the subject, and 
which imply misfortune rather than blame, but so as to 
confound it with every just idea of natuml and involuntary 
weakness. Jn this way his positions have the appearance 
of plausibility, and the incautious reader is stunned by his 
objections. "Agnostos" unravels the sophism at consider­
able length, and affords a satisfactory solution of the diffi­
culties it had occasioned. His pamphlet indeed is chiefly 
occupied in detecting the inconclusive reasonings and 
tergiversations of ~r. T.'s productions, and in exhi_biting 
the real points of difference between the two antagonists. 

* Thirteen Letters, pp. 91, 92. 
s 
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Mr. Taylor at length terminated this tedious controversy, 
by publishing his "Friendly Conclusion," in reply to the 
Letters of AGNOSTOS ; in which he in effect congratulates 
himself in having brought Mr. Fuller so nearly to his own 
views of the evangelical system ! This unseasonable and 
unfounded triumph was so completely disgusting, that it 
was some time before Mr. Fuller could be induced to read 
this last act of the drama, and longer still before he could 
forget what appeared to him at the time, an instance 
of disingenuousness, but which was clearly capable of 
being attributed to a more honourable motive. It was 
not very grateful indeed to his feelings, that at the time 
he was encountering the system of corrupted Calvinism, 
a stranger passing by should seem to intermeddle with 
strife that did not belong to him ; and though I.bis stranger 
set out very pleasantly, appearing rather as a coadjutor, 
and entertaining considerable expectations, he evidently 
lost much of his candour and good temper in the progress 
of the debate, and got deeply embroiled in the contest 
which his thankless services were intended to adjust. 
Independently of the disadvantages of the system which 
he had undertaken to defend, it may be doubted whether 
he well understood the true grounds of the controversy; 
at any rate, he was but ill prepared to meet the close 
metaphysical reasoning of Mr. Fuller, or to defend him -
self against the pugilistic efforts of such a gigantic ad-
versary. _ 

The discussion, however, with all its imperfectiom, was 
productive of important advantages. It had its effect on 
some of Mr. Taylor's connections, in giving a more evan­
gelical tone to their preaching-; and on Mr. Fuller's, in 
rendering the doctrine of the Cross more generally inter­
esting. 'fhe universality of the atonement was more fully 
acknowledged, as the ground of general invitations; 
addresses to the unregenerate were applied with less re­
serve, and with greater pungency and force. Mr. Taylor 
had ventured to suggest, that Mr. Fuller could not, on his 
own principles, fasten a conviction of blame on the con­
science of any sinner, for not turning to God, and belicvinc,­
in Jesus Christ. A similar hint was afterwards given by 
another of his opponents; and it was partly with a view 
of refuting these. insinuations, and of exhibiting the prac­
tical efficacy of his own system, that he wrote his admirable 
tract, entitled, "The Great Question answernd ;" in which 
the principles maintained in the present controversy, di-
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vested of all their polemical attire, and barbed by the hand 
of a master, are directed with inconceivable force to the 
consciences of the unconverted. 

It must also be acknowledged, that contrary to the 
spirit of most controversialists, who seek to widen the 
breach rather than to heal it, there was a disposition on 
both sides to approximate, and to sink the minor differ­
ences between them. Mr. Taylor had no wish to controvert 
the doctrine of election, of divine decrees, or of final per­
severance, nor even to deny the speciality of design in the 
death of Christ, with respect to those who are finally 
saved ; provided his opponent would admit that provision 
was made for all, and that no insuperable impediment 
arising from moral impotence should be placed in the 
way of any man's salvation. Mr. Fuller on his part also 
was willing to concede the universality of the death of 
Christ, the general indirect influences of the Holy Spirit, 
and regeneration by the word; provided his opponent 
would admit of divine agency, and that the difference 
made in the conversion of a sinner is to be ascribed to 
free and effectual grace. 

This reciprocal disposition is highly amiable; and dis­
covers, not an undervaluation, but a just discrimination 
of the comparative importance of christian principles. 
Amongst the temperate and well informed, who are fully 
aware of the difficulties attending each hypothesis, there 
can scarcely be a moment's hesitation in admitting, that 
the points in which these two good men were agreed are 
of infinitely higher moment than those in which they differ, 
whatever be their supposed magnitude; and that upon 
either system the foundations of human hope remain un­
shaken. Nor is there any thing in the contrariety of views 
entertained on these subjects, which ought to obstruct. the 
most cordial affection and harmony among real christians. 

Mr. Fuller's doctrine however was destined to undergo 
another trial ; and before he had retired from the scene of 
action, 

THE REV. JOHN MARTIN 

made his appearance, thundering across the ground with 
a ponderous load of polemics, and threatening to give his 
system to the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the 
field. 
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Mr. Martin was formerly pastor of the Baptist church 
at Sheepshead in Leicestershire, where he lived on terms 
of intimacy with the venerable Mr. Hall of Arnsby. He 
afterwards removed to London, and became pastor of the 
Baptist church first in Grafton street, and more recemly 
in Keppel street, Russel Square. In the earlier part of 
his ministry, Mr. Martin acquiesced in the sentiments 
adopted by l\lr. Fuller, and stated them in some of his 
printed sermons; but having changed his mind upon the 
subject, without any direct avowal of the fact, he com­
menced hostilities with his former connections, who had 
not shown him that deference which his imaginary pre­
eminence demanded. 

Neither satisfied with the labours of Mr. Button, nor 
with those of Mr. Taylor, in this field of controversy, 
though differing but little in sentiment from the former, 
Mr. Martin comes forward with !,is "Thoughts on the 
Duty of Man, relative to Faith in Jesus Christ," and en­
ters on the discussion with a great swell of language ; giving 
gratuitous information of his own advantages, of his su­
perior experience and attainments, of the reputation he 
anticipated from the contest, and of his opponent's incon­
sistency and incompetence, towards whom he performs a 
liaughty condescension, in noticing the writings of such 
an obscure individual. This part of the present contro­
versy, though amusing enough, is altogether the least satis­
factory, since it abounded with personalities which it is 
painful to 1ecollect, and still more so to repeat. .Mr. Ful­
ler, we are informed, did not wish this piece to appear in 
any future edition of his works. Justice however to the 
interests of truth, and to the memory of so able an advo­
cate, will not admit of its being wholly consigned to 
oblivion; the course of argument is too memorable to be 
forgotten. 

Omitting what is extraneous in Mr. Martin's publication, 
there are only three points which come under any thing 
like a regular discussion ; these are -love to God-divine 
efficiency- and human endeavour. 

Understanding by the term, 'disinterested love ' an 
exclusive affection for those properties of the divine ~ature 
which bear no relation to creatures, or in which they have 
no immediate interest, if such there be, Mr. Martin easily 
and pompously announces it a mere nonentity; and as the 
love of an amiable object cannot be separated from the 
pleasure which such an affection must necessarily produce, 
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he is equally confident that disinterested love can have 
no place among creatures; and even reproaches Mr. Fuller 
with having imported this contraband article, not from 
the island of Utopia, but from a certain market in America. 
He also represents Armenians, Mystics, and Deists, as 
its chie(~etailers and defenders. 

The question arising from Mr. Fuller's statement was 
simply this: 'Is it possible for us to take pleasure in an 
object for its own sake 1' Mr. Martin answers, No.­
Wherefore 1 Because, says he, that object affords us 
pleasure; that is, we cannot take pleasure in an object, 
because we can and do find pleasure in it ! 

"When I speak of loving God for himself," says Mr. Fuller, " I 
neither suppose it is on account of some excellencies in his nature, 
which have no relation to our welfare; nor that we feel, or ought to 
feel, regardless of our best interests, honour or happiness. E<1ch of 
these may, and ought no doubt, to be pursued in subordination to the 
divine glory; and a pl'opel' pursuit of them, instead of selling aside 
the idea of love to God for hi• own excellency, necessarily implies it. 
Am I, for instance, in search for true honoul' ? If I am, it is of that 
honour which arises from being approved of God. But in order to 
his approbation being the summit of my ambition, I must necessarily 
love him for what he is in himself. What gratification could the ap­
plause of a person afford me, of whom I had but a mean opinion, and 
towards whom I had no previous regard ?-Am I in pursuit of sub­
stantial happiness? If so, I am seeking the enjoyment of God, as my 
everlasting portion. But how could I conceive of God as a portion 
worthy to be sought, or at all adapted to make rue happy, unless I 
loved him for what he is in himself, anlcceilcntly to my enjoyment of 
him ? Do men ever seek a pol'tion in ea1·thly things, without viewing 
that portion as good and desirable in itself, whether they have it or 
not?" 

On the subject of' divine efficiency,' Mr. Martin allows 
that we need the Spirit of God to enable us to do our duty, 
but is unwilling to admit that faith comes under that des­
cription. He wishes to consider it as a gift, rather than a 
duty; or not a duty, because it is a gift; and censures Mr. 
F. for confounding blessings with requirements, and dis­
positions with acts of obedience. To heighten this absur­
dity and confusion, he labours to represent it as an assump­
tion of divine efficiency : requiring men to be what God 
alone can make them, as if it was their duty, rather than 
his prerogative, to produce spiritual principles. Dy a 
similar perversion of the intellect, he considers men as 
voluntarily active in cases where their passiveness is neces­
sarily implied; and then represents Mr. Fuller's system as 
requiring the unregenerate to quicken themselves, to make 

S 2 
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the word effectual to salvation, to convince themselves of 
sin, to be born again, and to be the sons of God ! 

It is not easy to witness the tenor of Mr. Martin's 
reasoning on this point, and at the same time preserve that 
gravity of countenance which his friends might imagine 
to be due to the station he held in society. From the 
period when he first entered on the present controversy, 
even to hoary years, he had one short argument against 
its being the duty of men to believe the gospel, which he 
brought forward a thousand times, both from the pulpit 
and the press, with little variation ; and it was generally 
couched in the following short and elegant sentence, ac­
companied with an extraordinary swell of utterance : Will 
any man tell me, that it is my duty to do that WITHOUT 

divine assistance, whiclt 1 can only do WITH !-This ques­
tion ever appeared to him to possess all the properties 
of an axiom, or self-evident demonstration; and beyond it, 
the good man was never able to advance a single step; but 
when he lifted up his feet, as Fuller said, he was always 
careful to put them down again in the same place. No 
reasoning, however cogent, could lead him to understand, 
that though faith is the gift of God, it is not less the duty 
of men on that account, since the same things under dif­
ferent views are both God's gift and men's duty. It is 
God's work to bestow faith and repentance; but it is man's 
duty, in obedience to his will, to repent and believe the 
gospel. God in bestowing these, makes men only to see 
things as they ougltt, and to be affected and disposed 
towards them as they ought. He may do this or not, 
according to his sovereign good pleasure; but men's obli­
gations remain still the same, whether they will hear or 
whether they will forbear; and the gospel revelation leaves 
them without excuse. John xv. 22-24. 

Though Mr. Martin did not directly deny faith to be 
the duty of the unregenerate, nor attempt to invalidate 
the evidence by which that position is supported, yet he 
was for bringing the matter a little more within the com­
pass of human ability, and for including the sum total of 
obligation under the whimsical notion of 'endeavour;' so 
that it is not man's duty to repent and believe the crospel, 

d , "' but to 'en eavour to do so, and to use means for that 
purpose. Yet he did not pretend that these endeavours 
would be successful, or issue in the possession of the good 
desired; but after all his endeavours, the sinner may perish 
everlastingly. 
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The recital of such unmeaning distinctions and refine­
ments can now answer no other purpose than that of af­
fording additional evidence of what is every day but too 
apparent-the weakness of the human understanding, and 
the power of prejudice in resisting the clearest dictates 
of reason and revelation. A short quotation, in answer 
to this sort oflogic, is quite sufficient. 

"The grouncls on which Mr. Martin supports his denial of its being 
the duty of a bad man to be a good man are such, that if they prove 
any thing, they will prove that it is not the duty of a villain to be an 
honest man ; but barely to make certain 'endeavours' towards it, 
which may or may not be effectual, as God shall please to bless them. 
But if such a character were a debtor to Mr. Martin, ancl were to 
urge that though he had 'endeavoured' to his utmo;t to become of an 
honest 1L1ind, yet it had not JJleased Gocl at present to crown his • en­
deavours' with success, it is well if he did not treat him a little un• 
civilly!" 

Mr. Fuller's Reply is entitled, Remarks on Mr. Jfai·tin's 
Publication, in Five Letters to a Friend. 1789. And though 
the reader would think that this performance contains a 
sufficient quantity of nitre, yet Mr. Hall of Arnsby, to 
whom these Letters were addressed, and who was well 
acquainted with Mr. Martin, afterwards told the Author 
that he had been too sparing of his adversary, whose 
supercilious airs had merited the severest chastisement. 

Still writhing under the lashes of his antagonist, Mr. 
Martin continued his lucubrations for two years longer, 
in a Second and a Third Part, successively written on the 
same subject; but the contempt which Mr. Fuller felt and 
frequently expressed, for such a writer, prevented his 
making any farther reply; and Mr. Martin afterwards 
construed this silence into a presumption, that he had 
"said much that could not be refuted!" 

The tottering cause of Hyper-calvinism now called forth 
a tribe of advocates of various descriptions. Some of them 
had learned to write, and others could read English; but 
they all helped to sound the alarm, and to preserve the 
stump of dagon. The productions of these men are too con­
temptible for criticism, and would not have been noticed 
in this place, but for the sake of marking the progress of the 
present controversy, and of exhibiting more of its effects. 

Another of these Norfolk Baptists, Mr. Hupton of 
Claxton, took up his pen, and aimed what he called "A 
Blow at the Root of Fullerism, in a Letter to a Friend." 
And though this " blow" was struck, as another person 
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observed " with a wooden hatchet," and was perfectly 
harmles;, we shall let the reader see Mr. Fuller putting 
his fingers to the edge, and examining the obtuseness of 
this wooden instrument. "To call the principles opposed 
in this piece Pullerism, (says he,) shows but little acquaint­
ance with things. If the doctrine which Mr. Fuller has 
defended contained any thing new, or different from what 
has been taught by all our divines, except a few in the last 
century, there might have been some colour for giving it a 
new name. But it does not : and therefore it might as well 
be calle<l Calvinism, Owenism or Bunyanism, as Fuller­
ism."* 

We are happy to find, however, that Mr. Hupton has 
learne<l some things, which many of his brethren have not 
learned; namely, that it is no just objection to this view of 
things, that the unconverted cannot of themselves believe, 
or that faith, wherever it exists, is the gift and operation of 
God. We wish him to go on in this track of just thinking, 
and he will, ere he is aware, agree with the author whom 
he opposes. It is true, he several times recals these con­
cessions, or what amounts to it, and reasons on the contrary 
principles: but we can make allowances for this. It is no 
easy matter, when a man is once bewildered in a false 
scheme, to find the way out of it. In consideration of the 
concessions he has made, an<l of a hope that it may not be 
lost upon him, we are willing to give what he advances a 
more particular examination, than it might otherwise re­
quire. 

What he alleges, of natural men being under a cove­
nant of works, is obviated in the treatise entitled, "The 
Gospel worthy of all Acceptation," second edition, pp. 
112-114. , 

Mr. Uupton allows that faith is required by the moral 
law, but not that which stands connected with eternal life. 
We would recommend him seriously to inquire, whether 
a real compliance with any duiy required by God's word, 
be not connected with salvation. We do not mean to say 
that every, or indeed any other duty, has the same kind of 
connection with salvation as faith has ; but connected it 
certainly is. Whosoever obeyeth any one of God's 80m­
mands, 'doeth righteousness; and he that doeth righteous­
nesS,.-is righteous,' and ~hat in an evangelical sense, though 
not on account of so domg. 1 John iii. 7. 

* Theol. and Biblical Mag. 1804, p. 112. 
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Mr. H. should have known, that Mr. F. does not pretend 
that faith is a requirement of the law, as a covenant of works; 
but merely that the love of God, which the law, as the 
eternal standard of right and wrong, is allowed to require, 
would lead any fallen creature, who lives under the light of 
revelation, to embrace the gospel.* He should not there­
fore have attempted to reason from such passages in which 
faith and the law are opposed, as a medium of obtaining 
eternal life. To insist, as Mr. II. seems to do, that the 
moral law ill the rule of duty to unbelievers, and the gospel 
to beliel'ers, is Neonomianism with a witness! He should 
have considered, that when the gospel is called a law, it is in 
a figurative or improper sense, as taking place of the Mo­
saic dispensation, perhaps in some such manner as christi­
anity, if God should continue to bless it in Hindostan, may be 
termed a new caste. 

It does not follow from faith being required by the law 
as a rule of duty, and bestowed by grace according to the 
divine purpose, that the covenant of works and the covenant 
of grace are the same. Mr. H. should have recollected here, 
what he conceded in his preface, that "it is the duty of 
every man to love God with all his heart, though he cannot 
do this of himself. Therefore if any of the apostate children 
of Adam love God at all, he must work in them both to will 
and to do of his own good pleasure. But then it does not 
follow, that because he must circumcise their hearts to love 
him, or else they will hate him, that it is not their duty to 
Jove him.'' This reasoning is just, and amounts to the same 
thing as saying, That which was required by the covenant 
of works, and is still required by the law as an eternal rule 
of right and wrong, is produced only by the Holy Spirit, as 
given in the co~e1.1ant of grace. . . 

We shall not JOID the outcry of which ·Mr. H. complarns, 
"Away with your niceties and particularities!" We only 
wish him to distinguish justly, and not to attempt to build 
again the things which he destroyed, lest he make himself 
a transgressor. 

It does not follow, because the law revealed no Saviour, 
that therefore it makes no requirements on his behalf, when 
revealed by the gospel. If it did, it must also follow, that 
there can be no transgressions committed against ltirn by 
unbelievers : for sin is a transgression of the law. 

* See Gogpel worthy of all Acceptation, pp. 49-53. 
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Mr. H. thinks that the doctrine he opposes may be over­
turned, from the iminutability of the law; by which he 
seems to mean, that what it required of man in innocence, 
it must still require of fallen man, neither more nor less. 
But.if so, we are not obliged to obey any other parent than 
our Creator, nor to provide for our children; for man in in­
nocence was not obliged to either of these duties. Nor is 
any sinner bound to be sorry for what he has done amiss, 
or to give any kind of credence to the gospel, or even so 
much as to attend upon the preaching of it; for none of 
these things were binding upon man in innocence. But 
"if the law required faith in Christ, it must have revealed 
the object." If it bad formally required it, it certainly 
would have required that the object should be revealed: 
but its virtually requiring it, which is all that is pleaded 
for, renders the revelation of the object no more necessary, 
than its virtually requiring obedience to parents rendered 
it necessary for a parent to exist at the time. 

Mr. H. talks of our "justifying infidels:" but if he do 
not relinquish this reasoning, he will not be able to con­
demn them. Are they not required to believe things, 
which were not revealed to man in innocence 1 He ac­
knowledges, however, before he has done, that "every par­
ticular required by the law was not clearly and fully ex­
pressed by Moses, in the first accounts he bas given of it." 
But then, why does he reason as if it were otherwise? He 
contends lhat since that time, "all the fulness of duty re­
quired by it has been revealed in the scriptures.'' Very 
good : and if these sacred oracles do not enforce faith in 
Christ on unbelievers, even that faith which, where it ex­
ists, has the promise of eternal life, let the idea of its being 
a duty be rejected . 

.Mr. Hupton calls upon his correspondent to show where 
the law (he must mean, as it is expounded by the whole 
tenor of the scriptures) "teaches and commands us to be­
lieve in Jesus Christ and his salvation, and to trust in him 
for life eternal." For answer, he might be referred to the 
whole of the second part of" The Gospel worthy of all Ac­
ceptation ," which he does not appear to have read. 

Upon the whole, though we have pointed out the above 
mstances of what we count false reasoning, yet we are glad 
to find so much of truth in the performance as we do; and 
would seriously recommend the author to pursue his own 
concessions, with a desire to know the truth, and pray to 
God to guide him into it, without being affrighted at the 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 215 

nickname which he has given to the doctrine he ·opposes, 
wherewith he might affright others."* 

The last, but not the least considerable of Mr. Fuller's 
opponents, on the subject of Faith, was 

THE REV. ARCHIBALD .MACLEAN, 

one of the Pastors of the Baptist church, then meeting in 
Niddry-street, Edinburgh. 

In Mr. Fuller's first treatise, and during the preceding 
part of the controversy, he dP.fined faith to be a belief of 
the truth, or a cordial reception of the gospel ; maintaining 
at the same time that it is a holy exercise, arising from a 
renewal of the heart. But as this did not directly include 
a reliance on Christ for salvation, though that was stated 
to be a necessary consequence of true believing, the defi­
nition was objected to by his former opponents, as not 
coming fully up to the idea of saving faith. 

Mr. Maclean, on the contra1y, considered the latter part 
of the definition as including too much; and especially that 
the doctrine of a previous disposition in order to believing 
was wholly inadmissible. He therefore added to a second 
edition to his treatise on "The Commission of Christ," 
several pages of animadversion, charging these sentiments 
with a tendency to subvert the great doctrine of justifica­
tion by grace alone, but without mentioning the name of 
the author. This charge fell, of course, on each of Mr. 
Fuller's former opponents, equally with himself, though he 
alone must bear the burden and heat of the day. 

These consequences are examined by Mr. Fuller, in an 
Appendix to a new and improved edition of his Treatise 
on Faith, published in 1801, fourteen years after the first 
appearance of the work, and subsequently lo his having 
been engaged in other arduous controversies. 

In the course of a year, Mr. Maclean came forward with 
"A Reply to Mr. Fuller's Appendix; particularly, to his 
doctrine of antecedent holiness, and the nature and object 
of justifying faith." In this Reply the author very mod~ 
ly intimates, that Mr. Fuller was " much his superior in 
polemical talents, and that it was with great reluctance he 
entered on the present controversy," which in fact origina­
ted in a previous conversation and epistolary correspon-

• Biblical Magazine. 1803. pp. 112-114. 
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dence between the parties, of which each complained that 
undue advantaae had been taken. Mr. Fuller however 
had no cause to be ashamed of his antagonist ; for he 
found him " an acute reasoner, and mighty in the scrip­
tures." 

But in the progress of their theological warfare, this 
sort of complaisance was easily declined; for, as a shrewd 
writer observed, when expressing his dislike of controversy, 
it generally begins with ' Dear Sir,' and ends with ' Sir!' 
These formidable antagonists nevertheless enjoyed some 
friendly interviews with each other, which afforded oppor­
tunity for mutual explanations and expressions of esteem. 
In the autumn of 179G, Mr . .Maclean visited Kettering, 
and preached for Mr. Fuller; when a conversation ensued, 
which prepared the way for future discussion. On the 
arrival of the stranger, Mr. Fuller pleasantly intimated, that 
though it was not the custom of the English churches ' to 
wash the saints' feet,' yet if he would allow him, he would 
very cheerfully clean his boots, and bring him a dry pair 
of slippers. On other occasions Mr. Fuller called on his 
friend at Edinburgh, who offered an apology for some ex­
pression in his last performance; and though Mr. Fuller 
profe:.sed to the very last that he was " unconscious of any 
unbrolherly feeling" towards Mr. Maclean, yet he neither 
admired the reflections contained in some part of his 
writings, nor those notions of uniformity which excluded 
him from the pulpit of his opponent, whenever he visited 
the northern metropolis. It is said that this unbrotherly 
exclusion was contrary to the mind of Mr. Maclean, and 
that it was imposed by his more rigid colleagues; yet it is 
very well known that the Scottish Baptists in general re­
fuse communion to their English brethren. 

l\1r. Fuller took no notice of Mr. l\laclean's "Reply" 
to his Appendix, for upwards of seven years; not only on 
account of his missionary avocations, and other superior 
engagements; but from feeling disgusted, as he said, with 
the illiberality of his opponent, in repeatedly arraigning his 
motives, accusing him of intentional misrepresentation, and 
insinuating that he could "take either side of a question, 
as he found occasion." This long continued silence in­
ducing a suspicion on the other side, more than once or 
twice repeated, that Mr. Maclean's performance was 
found to be unanswerable, Mr. Fuller at length produced 
his admirable 
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Strictures on Sandemanianism, in Twelve Letters to a 
Friend. 1810. 

In this work, which discovers an intensity of thought, 
and cost the Author more laboµr than any other of his 
compositions, he does not undertake a direct answer to Mr. 
Maclean ; nor did he intend that its contents should be 
considered as generally applicable to him, though he takes 
frequent occasion to notice the principal arguments. Mr. 
Fuller acknowledges, indeed, what his eager partizans 
seem not to observe, "that in the Appendix to the last 
edition of his Treatise on Faith, he was guilty of an over­
sight, in attributing to Mr. Maclean many sentiments which 
did not belong to him. This mis-statement," says Mr. 
Fuller, "was owing to my having at the time entirely for­
gotten his piece on The Calls of the Gospel, and my con­
sidering an anonymous performance as his which was 
written by a Mr. Barnard. It is true I had the means of 
knowing better, and should have been more attentive to 
them : in this, however, lay the whole of my fault. It 
never was my design for a moment to misrepresent Mr. 
Maclean, or any other man; nor did 1 ever feel the least 
reluctance to make the most explicit acknowledgment. 

"I may add, though I am sorry that I mistook him, yet 
I am glad J was mistaken: The difference between us is 
so much the less, which to any one who wishes to unite 
with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, as far 
as possible, must afford a degree of satisfaction."* 

In conformity with these benevolent sentiments, it will 
be our first pleasure to notice the points of coincidence 
between these two eminent men, especially as they are of 
higher importance than the things in which they differed. 
And it is not a little gratifying to find, that notwithstanding 
the warmth of the discussion, they were well agreed iu 
the following particulars, relative to the present contro­
versy-

1. That faith is the belief of whatever God hath reveal­
ed in his word, and that upon his authority alone; that the 
faith which has the promise of eternal life, is the belief of 
the gospel, or the good news of the fulfilment of the Old­
testament prophecies, in the coming, life, death, resur­
rection, and exaltation of the Son of God, and of the 

"Strictures 011 Sandemanianism, pp. 59, 60. Note. 
T 
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salvation which he has thereby obtained for sinners of all 
nations. 

2. That as true faith is always represented as affecting 
the heart, and influencing the life, it must, therefore, be a 
belief of the quality, as well as the reality of its object; 
that it includes a perception of the excellency and glory 
of the gospel, as exhibiting a scheme of salvation full of 
God, every way worthy of him, and declarative of his true 
character ; and of the amiableness and suitableness of 
Christ as a Saviour, according as he is revealed in the 
gospel; and that without this, the trutlt is not believed. 

3. That though trusting in Christ, or relying on him 
for salvation, is not properly included in the nature of faith, 
seeing it is the effect of believing the divine testimony con­
cerning him; yet that it is inseparable from true believing, 
is often considered as equivalent, and that there is no sav­
ing faith without it. 

4. They both contended that it is the indispensable 
duty of all who hear the gospel to believe it to the saving 
of the soul ; that it is expressly commanded in the scrip­
tures, and essential to true obedience. 

5. That unbelief is a great and heinous sin against 
God ; that it arises from an evil heart, from voluntary igno­
rance, love of the present world, and aversion from the 
things of God ; that it makes him a liar, rejects his amazing 
love and grace, as revealed in the gospel, and is threatened 
with eternal damnation. 

6. That men's inability to believe, where the light of 
the gospel is enjoyed, is not natural, but moral, and, there­
fore, culpable; that it arises not from the want of informa­
tion, or natural capacity, but from wilful depravity, and en­
mity against the truth. 

7. That in consequence of this depravity, and the blind­
ness ofthe mind, a divine energy isnecessaryto make men 
know and believe the truth as it is in Jesus; and that sav­
ing faith is the gift of God, and an effect of the regenerating 
influence of his word and Holy Spirit. 

8. They also both maintained, though sometimes slight­
ly misunderstanding one another, that faith has revealed 
truth only for its object, or that which is true antecedently 
to its being believed, and whether it be believed or not; 
that the finished work of Christ, exclusive of every act, 
exercise, or thought of the human mind, is that for the 
sake of which a sinner is justified before God ; that no 
qualifications of any kind are necessary to warrant our 
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believing in him; and that· the first scriptural consolation 
received by the believer arises from the gospel, and not 
from reflecting on the feelings of his own mind towards it. 

The points on which they differ, though of some con­
sequence, are merely collateral to these subjects; and re­
late more to metaphysical distinctions, than to any leading 
article of the christian systen:i, 

I. Mr. Maclean, though he does not consider faith as 
a passive admission of the truth, but allows it to be an act 
or exercise of the mind; yet is for excluding the influence 
of the will and affections, and making it a mere believing 
exercise of the understanding. 

It is admitted by Mr. Fuller, that faith has its seat in the 
understanding, yet that it may be influenced by the dispo­
sition. Unbelief is seated in the understanding, as much 
as belief; yet it is not denied that this is influenced by the 
disposition. Mr. Maclean himself admits that unbeliel 
arises not merely from ignorance, but also from the aversion 
of the will, whereby the judgment is blinded, and most un­
reasonably prejudiced against the truth. Mr. F. of coursa 
concludes, that the opposite of this cannot be a mere exer­
cise of the understanding. 

2. Mr. Maclean pleads for such a belief of the gospel 
as has nothing in it of a holy nature, nothing of conformity 
to the moral law ; and contends that it is holy only in ref­
erence to its objects and effects, and not in its own nature; 
though he admits that it is the root of all christian virtues, 
and that which gives glory to God, and without which it is 
impossible to please him. He also allows that faith is a 
duty of the highest obligation, and unbelief a great and 
heinous sin. 

Mr. Fuller on the contrary contends that as faith is a 
duty, it must be a holy exercise, because God can require 
nothing but what is holy, and nothing but what comes 
under the influence of the will ; that if faith be the root of 
all christian virtues, it must itself be virtuous, for that no 
holy effect~ can arise from a principle that is not holy ; 
and that if there be no holiness in faith, there can be no 
sin in its opposite, which nevertheless is allowed to be ex­
ceedingly sinful. He also pleads that if faith be a duty, 
and yet includes in it "nothing of conformity to the moral 
law," it. must then be a requirement of a new and remedial 
law ; and if the love of God, which is required by the old 
law, would not lead any sinner to believe in Christ, as he 
is revealed in the gospel, he asks, Why is unbelief alleged 
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to the Jews as a proof that they had not the love of God in 
them. John v. 42-47. 

3. Mr. Maclcan's objection to the holy nature of faith is 
thus stated : 

" When men include in the very nature of justifying faith such good 
dispositions, holy affections, and pious exercises of heart, as the moral 
law requires, and so make them necessary (no matter under what 
consideration•) to acceptance with God, ii perverts the apostles' doc­
trine upon this imporlant subject, an<l makes justification to be as it 
were by the works of the law."• 

To this Mr. Fuller replies.-

" I know not of any writer who bas given such a definition of faith 
as this statement would represent. No more holy affection is pleaded 
for in faith, than unholy disaffection is allowed to be in unbelief. Ilut 
the design is manifestly to exclude all holy affection from faith, as being 
favourable to self righteousness. 

Jf therefore repentance be considered as necessary to forgiveness, 
seeing it must Le allowed to include holy affection, it will be consider­
ed as favourable to self-righteousness. And as to distinguishing 
between what is necessary in the established order of things, and what 
is nccessa1·y as a procuring came, this will not be admitted ; for it is 
'no matter under what consideration.' If any tliing require<l by the 
moral law be rendered necessary, it makes justification to be • a.s it 
were by the works of the law.' 

As Mr. Maclean, however, in his piece on "The Calls and Invitations 
of the Gospel," has !bone pretty far towards answering himself, l shall 
transcribe a passage from thllt performance. " It is an unscriptural 
refinement upon divine grace, (he there says) and contrary to the doc­
trine of the apostles, to dass faith and rep,·ntance with the works of 
the law, and to state them as equally opposite to free justification. 
Indeed neither faith nor repentance are the meritorious or procuring 
cause of a sinner's justification, any more than the works of the law 
are; (and who that really belie\·es ,rnd repents will imagine that they 
are?) But still the one is opposed to free justification, the othc1· not. 
To him that worlteth is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of de Lt; 
and faith and repentance corresponding exactly with the manifestation 
of divine grace, as freely justifying the guilly through the atonement, 
are in their very nature opposite to all self-dependence, and lea<l men 
to glory only in the Lord." p. 26. 

We see here, adds Mr. Fuller, thRt there is nothing in the nature of 
repentance that clashes with a free justification, which yet must be 
allowed to include a portion of holy affection. Why then object to the 
same thing in faith .P ls it because holy affection is 'required by the 
moral lnw ?' Be it so; it is the same in repentance as in faith ; and if 
the one may 'in its very nature' agree with a free justiCication, so may 
the other. The. tr~th i~, the moral law materially considered. is not 
opposed to free JUshficatton. The love of God and man is in its own 
nature as opposite Lo self-righteous pride, as faith and repentance are. 
It is not the 'law that is against the pro;nises,' but those works of the 
law done by a sinful creature with a view of obtaining life, or of pro-

" Commission, second edition, Noto. 
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curing acceptanu with God as the reward of them. If holy affection 
were urged with such a view, then were it opposed to the free 
grace of the gospel; but while this is not the case, all such reasonings 
are • unscriptural refinements.' 

If men mak:e a righteousness of their faith, it is not owing to these 
representations of it, but to their own corruptions; for let faith include 
what good disposition it may, it is no part of the meritorious cause of 
justification; and let it be simplified as it may, even till it shall con­
tain no more of the holy nature of God than a glance of the eye, yet 
it is not on this account more friendly to the docb-ine of grace, nor 
less liable to become the food of a self•r~hteous spirit. The way in 
which this spirit is cut up in the New Testament is, not by reducing 
faith to an unfeeling speculation, but by denouncin~ the curse against 
every one who comes short of perfect obedience. Val. iii. 10."* 

4. There is also some difference between these writers, 
on the suuject of a previous principle in order to believing, 
but which appears to have been magnified beyond its 
real importance. Considering faith as a moral, rather 
than an intellectual exercise, Mr. Fuller maintained that 
it is the effect of the regenerating influences of the Holy 
Spirit, or a persuasion of divine truth arising from the 
state of the heart ; alleging that the same state of rnind 
which disposes men to reject the gospel, could not incline 
them to embrace it; and that except a man be born again,• 
he cannot see the kingdom of Goe.I. He, therefore, in the 
order of nature, placed regeneration before faith, though 
not in the order of time; and while he admitted the 
instrumentality of the word in effecting this change, he 
insisted that it could not be by the word believed, for then 
faith would be the effect of itself . 

.Mr. Maclean, considering faith rather as an intellectual 
than a moral exercise, reverses this order; making regen­
eration to be the effect of faith, and spiritual disposition1:1 
to follow upon right perception. 

"What I maint:iin, says he, is briefly this: That in regeneration, 
the Holy Spirit, in the first instanci,, by ~1isi11explicable energy, gives 
the mind a believing or realizing percept1011 of the truth as revealed in 
the word, and the1·eby operates on the will and affections, not only 
in the bejl;inning of the change, IJut iu all the subsequent progress of 
sanctification; for men are not only born again of the incorrnptiblc seed 
of the word, l>ut are also sanctified through the truth, which is the 
word of God."t 

Yet in another of his performances, he says: 

"It is a doctrine clearly taught in the scriptures, that none have 
a true understanding of the gos11el but such as are taught of God, by 

"Stricturea, pp. 37-39. t Reply, p. 35. 
T2 
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the special illuminating influences of the Holy Spirit. We are ex­
pressly told, that ' the natura~ man receiv~lh no~ the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.' Adding, "It is not 
pleaded that any truth or sentiment is communicated lo the mind by 
the Spirit, besides what is already clcady revealed in the word; and 
the illumination of the Spirit is to make men perceive and understand 
that revelation which is already given, in its true light. But as to 
what that true light is, no man by any form of expression can effectu­
ally commuuicale that to his neighbour, any more than he can give 
him a spiritual discernment, which would be lo perform the peculiar 
office of the Holy Spirit."* In another place he acknowledges, that 
"the scriptures always represent the regenerating and sanctifying 
influences of the Spirit as exerted upon the heart; which includes not 
only the understanding, but the will and affections, 01· the prevalent 
inclinations and dispositions of the soul."t 

According to these statements, the difference between 
the two controversialists, on this point, could not be con­
siderable. They both maintain the idea of a previous 
principle, or of the soul's being rendered spiritual in order 
to its believing in Christ; and the difference lies not in the 
necessity, but in the nature of a previous change of mind ; 
or whether it be proper to call it a principle, and to suppose 
it to include life as well as light. Mr. Fuller determines it 
to be a holy susceptibility ; and Mr. Maclean, a spiritual 
perception; but both ascribe it to divine influence. 

Mr. Fuller's "Strictures" are occupied on other topics, 
relative to the practices of the Sandemanian churches, 
which have no immediate connection with the present con­
troversy, and ought not to be confounded with it. It is true 
the writer was clearly of opinion, that the Scottish Baptists, 
in general, had imbibed too much of the Sandemanian sys­
tem, and was confirmed in that opinion by observing its 
effects among them, as well as amongst other denomina­
tions, during his repeated excursions to the north, as has 
already appeared from his Journal in a former chapter : 
yet it is evident that his leading design was rather to ex­
pose tlie antic!tristian spirit of the system, wherever it pre­
vailed, than attack any particular class of its professors. 
And though he thought that Mr. Maclean retained so much 
of the savour of these principles, " as often to reason upon 
the ground of them, and to involve himself in numerous 
inconsistencies; yet he did not mean to suggest that his 
system w~s p~ec1sely t~at of Mr. Sandeman."+ Justice, 
also, requires It to be said, that in several important articles 

* Works, vol. iv. pp. 78, 80, 81. t Works, vol. ii. p. 91. 
i Strictul'es, p. 151, Note, 
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there was a total disparity:. and if the statement in the for­
mer part of this paper be found correct, Mr. Maclean was 
more nearly allied in sentiment to his opponent, than to 
the opposite party, with which he has been classed. 

CHAp'TER X. 

The Socinian Controversy-Calvinistic and Socinian Systems examin­
cu and compared-Reply to Dr. Toulmin and Mr. Kcntish-Univer­
salist Controversy-Mr. Winchestet·-Letters to Mr. Vidler­
Scrutator's Review-Deistical Controversy-French Infidels­
Thomas Paine-The Go,pcl its own Witness-Missionary Contro­
troversy-Mr. Twining-Major Scott Waring-A Bengal Ollicer 
-Sociuian IlaJTister-Dr. Barrow-Apology for the Missions. 

IT seldom falls to the lot of any author, however eminent, 
to be called into so wide a field of controversy, or to en­
gage upwards of a dozen writers in succession, each dis­
tinguished in their several departments, and on a variety of 
subjects, connected, indeed, with religious interests, but 
demanding tbe most vigorous exercise of an acute and pen­
etrating judgment, and an intimate acquaintance with the 
whole circle of polemical theology. Here it was that Mr. 
Fuller found himself at ·home; and the ~acred scriptures, 
in which he constantly delighted, both supplied the place 
of science, and furnished him with those weapons which 
he wielded with such wonderful success. 

In the pn~ccding chapter, we saw him engaged in those 
minor disputations which exist among Christians; in this 
we behold him at war chiefly with the adl'ersaries of reve­
lation, with deists and semi-deists of l'arious descriptions; 
some under the garb of christianity, and others naked to 
their shame. There he endeal'oured to rectify the errors 
of a mistaken friend ; here he sounds the alarm of an ene­
my in the camp, and wishes to uuite all parties in the 
cause of God and truth. Nor were his zealous exertions, 
in conjunction with those of other denominations, vain or 
inelfoctual. Infidelity has ceased to stalk in open day, and 
like tile nightly pestilence, it is compelled to walk iu dark­
ness. The enemies of evangelical truth, ii not reduc€d in 
number, are in full retreat; and instead of the vauntings 
of an arrogant and vain philosophy, are now heard the 
tender recitals of Missionary adventures, and the full cho-
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rus of Bible institutions ; whose sound is gone orth into 
all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 

THE SOCINIAN CONTROVERSY. 

Modern Socinianism, it has been said, is so unlike to 
Christianity, that it seems a matter of surprise it should 
ever have assumed the name, unless for the purpose of pro­
curing for it a little religious reputation, and giving it a 
freer currency among the credulous. It contains, indeed, 
some portion of scriptural truth, and so does Judaism and 
Deism ; but it has none of the features of genuine Christi­
anity, and even Socinus himself would not have known by 
what name to distinguish it. It is evidently a system of 
scepticism, and not a religion of belief. It commences 
doubting-it lives by doubting-and it dies doubting. Un­
certainty is connected with all its inquiries, and attends it 
in all the stages of its progress. 'fhe less you believe re­
specting Christ, the less you are afraid of Satan and of hell 
-the greater freedom you use with the Scriptures, and the 
more indifference you show to divine institutions-the bet­
ter christian you become. 

Yet at the commencement of the present controversy, 
the pretensions of its advocates were the most inordinate; 
and nothing but the exclusive title of Rational Christians 
would satisfy them. The great Goliah of the party, Dr. 
Priestly, was in the meridian of his days; and by a series 
of publications which were every year coming forward in 
rapid succession, he astonished the christian world by the 
boldness of hi! style, and his daring attacks upon the or­
thodox system. From calling in question the divinity of 
the Son of God, and the doctrine of his atonement for sin, 
he proceeded by regular gradations to undermine every 
important and valuable truth pertaining to the christian 
revelation, until he fearlessly impugned the inspiration of 
the holy scriptures-questioned the divine authority of such 
parts of them as militated against his hypothesis, represent­
ed the Saviour as peccable, and his apostles as inconclusive 
reasoners! Christians of all denominations stood aghast at 
the novelty and audacity of these speculations, and were 
literally panic struck at beholding this bold blasphemer de­
fying the armies of Israel. 

There had also been a previous union among Protestant 
Dissenters, in their application to Parliament for the repeal 
of the Corporation and Test Acts, of which the Socinians 
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had availed themselves, and-which soon became the source 
of various misconceptions. Serious men of the Established 
Church expressed their surprise, that some Dissenters could 
unite with others so opposite in their religious principles : 
not considering thii.t the union was merely civil, and not of 
a religious nature. Others supposed that the majority of 
Dissenters had either imbibed the Socinian system, or were 
hastily approaching towards it. The famous Bishop 
Horsley was one who appeared to P.ntertain this opinion. 
Dr. Priestly, at the same time, though he allowed the or­
thodox to be the most numerous body of Dissenters, insinu­
ated that nine tenths of the general population would pre­
fer a Unitarian to a Trinitarian liturgy. The arrogance of 
the Socinian party, in calling themselves Tlie Dissenters, 
The modern Dissenters, together with their insidious at­
tempts to disseminate their principles, and charging Calvin­
ism with having an immoral tendency-produced a new 
state of things in the religious world. 

At this juncture, an anonymous pamphlet made its 
appearance, written by the Rev. Samuel Palmer of Hack­
ney, in a style remarkable for its temperance and candour, 
calling upon the friends of orthodoxy to stand forward and 
defend their principles, and to state clearly the genuine 
articles of the christian faith ; pointing m;t at the same 
time the propriety of reviewing calmly and dispassionately 
the system of their venerable predecessors. It was also 
modestly hinted, that some things would be found scarcely 
tenable; and which, as belonging to the outposts, it would 
perhaps be wise in them to give up, for the sake of pre­
serving the citadel. 

This pamphlet made a strong impression on the public 
mind. lt obtained high commendation from the Monthly 
Reviewers, in conducting whose journal at that time, Mr. 
Babcock had a considerable share, and who evidently 
took pains to second the object of this pamphlet. Mr. 
Fuller was now rising into public notice as a theological 
writer; and being alive to the intere~ts and importance of 
divine truth, he felt the call thus made upon him as an in­
dividual, to attempt a defence of those doctrines which So­
cinianism was labouring to destroy. He had at that time 
many senior brethren in the ministry, to whom he looked 
up with becoming deference of respect. Little indeed was 
to be expected from the acute and ingenious Robinson, the 
versatility ofwhose mind had become sufficiently conspicu­
ous, and whose fondness for aovelty and paradox had given 
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him a predilection for the writings of Priestly ; nor can it 
be doubted, that the treatment he received from the ortho­
dox, contributed not a little to lessen his regard for their 
interests, and attach him to any society rather than their 
own. 

Dr. Stennett, also, but from different motives, remained 
a silent spectator of the contest. Mr. Fuller determined, 
however, to make an effort; and having applied in vain to 
several of his brethren in the ministry for their assistance, 
he at length, iu 1793, produced his celebrated work, en­
titled, 

1'/te Calvinistic and Socinian Systems examined and com­
pared, as to tlteir moral 1'mdenc_y: in a Series of Let­
ters addressed to the Friends of Vital and Practical Re­
ligion. 

The clear and satisfactory nature of the argument em­
ployed, and the important effects resulting from this per­
formance, have placed it in very high esteem, and procured 
an extensive circulation. For its appearance, however, in 
its present state, the public arc much indebted to the ven­
erable Booth, for a hint which he suggested to the author ; 
who when he first undertook to examine the Socinian con­
troversy, had sketched only a small pamphlet, divided into 
twelve sections. On viewing the manuscript, Mr. Booth 
recommended him to enlarge his plan, and to devote a whole 
letter to each 1:opic : this he afterwards did, and carried on 
the series to the number of fifteen. Dr. John Fawcett, of 
Hebden Bridge, near Halifax, also concurred very hearti­
ly in the design, and communicated some valuable thoughts 
on 'Love to God,' which appear in Letter vii. This, how­
ever, is the sum total of the amhor's obligations. 

Upon these topics he professedly reasons, both on the 
consequences that might naturally be expected from the 
adverse systems, and on the actual effects which they 
appeared to produce. He at the same time fairly con­
siders the conduct of the general body of people that 
profess each system. He also finds occasion to examine 
and refute the pretension of Socinians to a great number 
of converts; and towards the conclusion, he detects the 
resemblance and tendency of Socinianism to Infidelity. 
Most of his arguments are deduced from matter of fact, 
ob~ious in itself, and often acknowledged by Socinian 
writers. 
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A summary of this able performance is given with such 
force and precision, after having established all his posi­
tions by a close and equitable comparison of the two 
systems, that we cannot better be made acquainted with 
its contents or the tenor of the reasoning, in so small a 
compass, than by quoting the words of the Author in his 
two concluding reflections. 

"First: If that system which embraces the deity and atonement 
of Christ, with other correspondent doctrines, be friendly to a life of 
sobriety, righteousness, and godliness; it must be of God, and it be­
comes us to abide by it; not because it is the doctrine of Calvin, or of 
any other uninspired man, but as being the gospel, which we have re­
ceived from Christ and his apostles; wherein we stand, and by which 
we are saved. 

Secondly: If that system of religion which rejects the deity and 
atonement of Christ, with other correspondent doctrines, be unfriendly 
to the conversion of sinners to a life of holiness, and of professed un­
believers !o faith in Christ; if it be a system which irreligious men 
are the first, and serious christians thfl last to embrace; if it be found 
to relax the obligations to virtuous affection and behaviour, by relaxing 
the standard of virtue itself; if it promote neither love to God under 
his true character, nor benevolence to men, ns it is exemplified in the 
spirit of Christ and his apostles; if it lead those who embrace it to be 
wise in their own eyes, and in~tead of humbly deprecating God's 
righteous displeasure, even in their dying moments, arrogantly to 
challenge his justice; if the charity which it inculcates be founded in 
an indilferen~e to divine truth: if it be inconsistent with ardent love to 
Christ, and veneration for the. holy scriptures; if the happiness which 
it promotes be at variance with the joys of the gospel; and finally, if 
it diminished the motives to gratitude, obedience, and heavenly minded­
ness, and have a natural tendency to I nfidelity,-it must be an im­
moral system, and consequently not of God. It is not the gospel of 
Christ, but another gospel. Those who preach it, preach another Jesus, 
whom the apostles did not preach; and those who receive it, receive 
another .9pirit, which they never imbibed. It is not the light which 
cometh from above, but a cloud of darkness that hath arisen from be­
neath, tending to eclipse it. It is not the high way of truth, w!Jich is 
a way of holiness, but a by-path of error, which misleads the unwary 
traveller; ~nd of which, as we value our immortal interests, it be­
comes us to beware. We need not be afraid of evidence, or of free 
inquiry. For if irreligious men be the first, and serious christians the 
last who embrace the Socinian system; it is easy to perceive, that the 
avenues which lead lo it are not, as its abettor~ would persuade us 
to think, an openness to conviction, or a free and impartial inquiry 
after truth ; hut a hPart secretly disaffected to the true character_ of 
God, and dissatisfied with the gospel way of salvation." 

The Socinians have never been able fairly to meet this 
performance, or to defend their own system, on the prin­
ciple which it adopts; but pretending to rest their cause 
on the litcrality or scripture evidence, they have betrayed 
a conviction that it would be more easy to puzzle plain 
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and serious Christians by overbearing assertions and plau­
sible subterfuges, about the sense of detached passages 
in the Bible, than to persuade them that the body of Socin­
ians in general is to be set in competition for practical god­
liness with that of Calvinists. 

The religious world at large will doubtless retain a last­
ing sense of their obligation to the Author, for his vivid 
representation of the leading doctrines of the Christian 
System, and for his perspicuous and striking display of 
an argument in their defence, so accessible to general 
comprehension and observation; and will gratefully ac­
knowledge, that the manner in which the investigation was 
conducted, happily comports with the genius and the spirit 
of genuine Christianity. The Author himself felt peculiar 
satisfaction in the part he had taken on this occasion. 
"By what I have read and written," said he, " in the So­
cinian controversy, I feel more attached to the great doc­
trines of Christ's deity and atonement, together with that 
of salvation by grace alone from first to last. These truths 
are not merely the objects of my faith, but the ground of 
all my hope; and administer what is superior to my daily 
bread."* 

Socinianism Indefensible, on tlie Ground of its moral Ten­
dency : containing a Reply to Dr. Toulmin and Mr. 
Kcntish. 1797. 

After having exhibited several heavy charges against the 
Calvinistic system, as being unfriendly to benevolent affec­
tions and virtuous behaviour, it was not to be expected 
that the advocates of Socinianism would all at once decline 
to make good their charges, or to accept the challenge of ex­
amining their own system upon the same ground ; much 
less that they would hesitate to admit the validity of such a 
test. At the time that Mr. Fuller's- examination of the 
Calvinistic and Socinian systems first made its appearance, 
so much regard was entertained for moral principle, that 
some of the most rnspectable characters among them ac­
knowledged that the work was "well worthy of their at­
tention." 

Dr. Priestly, it was said, refused to read it, notwith­
standing it contained frequent reference to what he had 
published ; and not till after three years, when several 

* Baptist Magazine, 1816. p. 455. 
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editions were in circulation, was any answer attempted. 
Dr. Toulmin, indeed, had no doubt, "that the gentlemen, 
on passages in whose writings many of our Author's reflec­
tions were grounded, were every way equal to the contest, 
if they saw fit to enter the lists with him." Their not 
having done this, Dr. Toulmin comes forward with his 
"Practical Efficacy of the Unitarian doctrine;" but he 
was scarcely a breakfast for h'is antagonist. He completed 
his answer to Dr. Toulmin and Mr. Kentish in a few days; 
observing at the time he was writing it, that he could 
see his way clearly through the subject ; and that it would 
cost him more labour to repl_y to a single letter, such as 
he was in the habit of receiving from some close think­
ing Scots, than to answer half a dozen such writers as 
these. 

Before Dr. Toulmin could undertake what he thought 
so easy of achievement, he was obliged to shift the ground 
of the contest, and virtually to give up the principle, that 
the moral tendency of a doctrine is a fair criterion of its 
trulh; and to maintain on the contrary, that we are not 
to ask by whom any system is professed, but to confine our­
selves to the single inquiry, by what evidence it is support­
ed. The doctor, and his coadjutor in the same cause, had 
a right to rest the evidence in favour of their system on 
what ground they pleased ; but neither in truth, nor in lit­
erary justice, had they any right to consider their work as 
an answer to l\lr. Fuller's performance: • 

In a new edition of his pamphlet, Dr. Toulmin is at 
length reduced to the necessity of acknowledging, that "he 
did not intend to give a full and minute answer" to his op­
ponent, but only to bring the Unitarian doctrine to the test 
of scriptural facts. Mr. Fuller afterwards noticed the un­
fairness of Dr. Toulmin's conduct, exposed the futility of 
his arguments, and established the legitimacy of the princi­
ple on which he had rested his performance, in a postscript 
to a new and enlarged edition of his Calvinistic and Socin­
ian Systems compared, as to their moral tendency ; and 
here ended the part he had taken in this controversy. 

Three or four years afterwards, an ignorant and intem­
perate man, who formerly professe~ orthodox principles 
which he never understood, as he himself acknowledged, 
went over to the Socinian standard, and addressed a print­
ed Letter to Mr. Fuller. This auxiliary publication falling 
into the hands of one of the most distinguished characters 

u 
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amongst the Socinians, he was pleased to recommend it to 
some of his brethren, and hoped that it would convert even 
the Author of the Systems compared ; though it abounded 
in false assertions, misrepresentations, and the lowest spe-
cies of scurrility. . 

Perceiving the complete triumph which had been gained 
over his opponents, who, having felt to their cost, the dis­
advantage of bringing their scheme to the test of its moral 
efficacy, and afterwards appealing to the Scriptures, "right­
ly understood, and critically explained," could, notwith­
standing, descend from these heights to fraternize with a 
scribbler who was really unable to write a single paragraph 
of common sense, and exalt hiin to the rank of a champion, 
provoked the risibility of Mr. Fuller to such a degree, that 
he could not forbear exclaiming-" Poor Socinianism ! 
Through the straitness of the siege wherewith thine ene­
mies have besieged thee, an ass's head is sold for fourscore 
pieces of silver, and tlte fourtli part of a kab of dove's dung 
for five pieces of silver!" 

This controversy may now be considered as settled, so 
far, at least, as relates to the present ground of argument. 
Mr. Ilelsham used to make great boast of the practical 
efficacy of their system; but after Dr. Toulmin and Mr. 
Kentish had received their quietus, he was willing to relin­
quish that point, or, at least, did not defend it; but 8aid on 
behalf of himself and his coadjutors, that "they would not 
trespass upon the holy ground." There is, therefore, no 
longer any necessity for carrying on this warfare ; the 
friends of evangelical truth are in legal possession, and 
have only to improve those advantages which the contest 
has ensured, by adding to their faith, virtue, brotherly kind­
ness, and charity. If Socinianism still lives, it owes its 
existence to controversy, and maintains itself by the logical 
dexterity of its defenders. Like the apocalyptic beast, it 
appears with its head wounded to death, and is goinrr fast 
to perdition. " 

THE UNIVERSALIST CONTROVERSY. 

The apostle of Universalism was Mr. Winchester min­
ister of a dissenting congregation in London; and b~ing a 
man of rather popular talents, and pleasing manners, he 
drew together a considerable number of hearers, and ma<le 
so~e proselytes. Novelty, in any dress, always fiu<ls ad­
mirers; but when adorned in the garb of Uui,·ersal Salva-
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-tion,-promising eternal life to those who die in their sins, 
after suffering a paternal chastisement in a future state, to 
qualify them for heaven, it cannot fail of obtaining many 
votaries. Yet, however corrupt men may be in practice, 
and however desirous of believing a doctrine so congenial 
with their depravity, they do not all at once give up those 
opinions in which they have been educated, and which ap­
pear to be sanctioned by the word of God itself. In order, 
therefore, to effect any considerable success, all those plain 
and numerous passages of scripture which threaten destruc­
tion to the finally impenitent, must first be disposed of. 
The expedient is easy. It is only necessary to intimate, 
that the Bible, as it is in common use, is not the language 
in which the scriptures were originally written; then to 
assert that the men who translated the Bible into English 
were strongly prejudiced in favour of many false doctrines, 
and that they have given such an interpretation as best 
suited their own errors: moreover, that they were ignorant 
men, who knew nothing of modern improvements in learn­
ing, and have committed many of the grossest mistakes. 
This done, all confidence in the English Bible is taken 
away, and nothing more is necessary but to affirm that it is 
so and so in the original. .. 

This expedient Mr. Winchester adopted: he professed 
as great a veneration for the Bible as any man; but not 
the Bible as it is read by· Englishmen, but in Hebrew and 
Greek. By these and similar means he made a number of 
converts; and universal salvation, among a certain class, 
became the order of the day. Mr. Winchester however 
did not formally renounce what are usually considered the 
essentials of christianity, though the arguments by which 
he supported universalism tended to their subversion. He 
also paved the way, perhaps undesignedly, for what has 
since taken place. He taught, by his frequent references 
to the original, in support of his doctrine, that no depen­
dence was to be placed on the English Bible, and prepared 
his hearers to receive whatever sentiments the learned 
should think right to declare were contained in the origi­
nal scriptures. By this means they found, that one doctrine 
which seemed to be plainly enough taught in their Bibles, 
was false; and then, why might not others be false, which 
seemed equally plain. 

Mr. Vidler, who had formerly been pastor of the Baptist 
church at Battle, in Sussex, afterwards succeeded Mr. 
Winchester, and found a people exactly prepared for him. 
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This gentleman so infinitely outdid all the doings of his 
predecessor, as to cause the name of Winchester soon to 
be forgotten. Universal salvation is now scarcely ever 
heard of except as the first step which lead to greater dis­
cove_ries: They now see that there is no truth in the doc­
trine of Christ's satisfaction for sin; that Jesus was no more 
than a man, and the son of Joseph ; that the soul is materi­
al, and sleeps till the morning of the resurrection. They 
are also learned in the doctrine of philosophical necessity; 
and as for Greek, it is perfectly familiar; even some of the 
ladies speak it as grammatically as they do English. It is 
no wonder therefore that this new literati should style 
themselves the avowed enemies of bigotry, and the friends 
of free inquiry: they arc canclicl, rational, and liberal, and 
entertain the most benevolent sentiments towards infidels; 
pitying them as being driven to infidelity, by the absurdities 
maintained by what ~ are called orthodox christians. 
They entertain the most sanguine hopes of bringing these 
well-disposed, but mistaken unbelievers, over to rational 
religion-if these should not get the start of them, and 
bring them over to infidelity. How near Mr. Vidler ap­
proached to this system of impiety, it is impossible to say; 
but in his progress he acknowledged to one of his most in­
timate friends, that he considered prayer to be a most unphi­
losophical exercise; ancl that if the prejudices of his congre­
gation did not prevent, he should wish to dispense with it 
altogether in public worship. 

As soon as it was understood that Mr. Vidler had em­
braced the doctrine of universal salvation, Mr. Fuller was 
desirous of arresting his progress: accordingly, in Febru­
ary, 171)3, he addressed to :Mr. V. an expostulatory letter, 
entreating him to consider the pernicious tendency of those 
principles, and to "beware of the whirlpool of Socinian­
ism." Mr. V. made no reply; and as the letter contained 
nothing of a private nature, it was inserted in the Evan­
gelical Magazine two years afterwards, under .the signature 
of_ Gai_us. Presuming that Mr. V. would attempt to main­
ta1_n lus new system on the ground of his predecessors, 
this letter embraced the following questions-( I) Whether 
Mr. V .'s change of sentiment did not arise from an idea 
that en~less punishme?t was in itself wyust-('2) Whether 
the gemus of the sentiment in question be not opposite to 
that of every other sentiment in the Bible-(3) Whether 
Mr. V.'s ministrations, on this principle, will not savour 
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of his who taught our first parents, "ye shall not surely 
die." 

In 1797, when Mr. V. commenced editor of the Univer­
salist Miscellany, he was anxious to engage Mr. F. in a 
controversy, and inserted a letter in the first two numbers 
of the work, stating that Mr. F.'s questions had no more 
reference to the doctrine of the Universalists, than to that of 
election. Supposing also that the doctrine of endless pun­
ishment rests entirely on the· meaning of the words ever, 
everlasting, ~c. he attempted to prove that these are words 
of indefinite meaning, which cannot be ascertained but by 
the subject to which they relate. He then brought for­
ward the reasons which induced him to adopt his present 
system. 

Proceeding in the discussion, Mr. V. endeavours to evade 
the first inquiry, maintaining that the question is not wheth• 
er endless punishment be in itself just, but whether God 
has any where threatened any description of sinners with 
it. Mr. Fuller meets this inquiry in his Fifth Letter, con­
taining four sources of·scriptural proof of the doctrine of 
endless punishment, with his remarks on each; and it may 
be doubted whether such a mass of striking and satisfacto­
ry evidence on this subject has ever been exhibited, within 
the same compass, in the English language. The first 
source of evidence is derived from those passagesof scrip­
ture which describe the future states of men in contrast; 
from which Mr. Fuller reasons, that the state of the right­
eous, which is opposed to that of the wicked, is allowed to 
be final, and if that of the wicked were not the same, it 
would not have been contrasted with it, for it would not be 
a contrast. He also pleads that the_ passages quoted are to­
tally silent, as to any other state o.( following that of con­
demnation and future punishment; and that the phraseolo­
gy of the greater part of them is inconsistent with the notion 
of any other state following that which they describe. His 
second species of evidence consists of those scriptures which 
speak of the duration of future punishment by the terms 
'everlasting, eternal, for ever, and for ever and ever.' His 
third, all those passages which express the duration of 
future punishment by implication, or by forms of speech 
which imply the doctrine in question. The last body of 
evidence is drawn from those scriptures which teach that 
the change of heart, and a preparedness for heaven, are 
confined to the present life. 

U2 
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Mr. V. had previously allowed that the future state of 
the righteous was final ; and that as their life and blessed­
ness flow naturally from God, in whom are all our springs, 
it would be like him, eternal in duration. But- being over­
whelmed with the evidence which his opponent had ad­
duced, he had now no other way of extricating himself, 
than by alleging that the state of the righteous had not been 
proved to be final, nor that if the state of the wicked be not 
final; it would not be contrasted with that of the righteous. 
He was willing indeed to admit, that the final state of the 
righteous might be elsewhere expressed, and taught on 
other grounds; but contended that the words ' eternal ' and 
' everlasting' proved nothing to the purpose. 

The remainder of the controversy is chiefly occupied in 
investigating these and similar terms, in reference to the 
doctrine of future punishment. The words •ever, ever­
lasting, and eternal,' meaning no more in Mr. V.'s creed 
than 'age, agelasting, or ages,' he was requested to fix on 
a term that would better express unlimited duration. He 
therefore selects for this purpose the word endless, and pro­
fesses that he should have been satisfied of the truth of his 
opponent's doctrine, if this term had been associated with it 
in the Scriptures, referring at the same time to Heb. vii. 16; 
where, unfortunately, it is used in a limited sense, and 
restricted to the period of Christ's mediation. Mr. F. shows 
that it is not in the power of language to convey aay definite 
idea, according to Mr. V.'s code of interpretation; and if a 
subject is not to be understood by the terms in which it is 
expressed, but the terms by the previous ideas which any 
one attaches to the subject, or if terms themselves have no 
specific or proper meaning, there is no hope of understand­
ing any thing, either in common speech or in holy writ. 

The various shifts and evasions attempted by Mr. V. in 
the course of this disputation, rendered it extremely irksome 
to Mr. F. to proceed, and he did it with great reluctance. 
He found that he had to do, as he said, with a ' crross and 
subtle soph,ist,' whose u~derstanding was perverted by a 
system, which rendered h1rn rnaccessible to evidence. He 
was also much disgusted with the literary pretensions of his 
antagonist, whose utmost acquirements he thought did not 
go_ ~ar beyon~ the Gre:k alpha_bet; and not professing a 
~rit1cal ~cquarntance with the onginal languages himself, he 
Judged 1t would become them both to write in English. 
Mr. V. to?k fire at this, and scornfully suggested to Mr. F. 
that he might have been conteTJted in confessing his own ig-
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norance. lo spite of this counsel, he continued to figure 
away in Hebrew and Greek; and poor Mr. F. was obliged 
to follow him as well as he was able. After the dispute 
was ended, his papers were reprinled in a separate pamph­
let, entitled-

Letters to Mr. Vidler, on the Doctrine of Universal Sal­
vation. 180-2, 

This publication closed Mr. Fuller's part in the present 
contest. But a clergyman, under the title of Scrutalor, 
who had been a ·strict observer of every thing that passed, 
and had watched the direction of every blow, being pro­
voked at the groundless pretensions of Mr. V. and hurt 
by his ignorant and irreverent freedoms with holy writ, 
resolved to expose him to the religious and literary world. 
He therefore published "Letters to a Universalist; con­
taining a Review of the Controversy between Mr. Vidler 
and Mr. Fuller on the Doctrine of Universal Salvation." 
And true it is, he has stripped the sciolist of all his plumes, 
and turned him out, and his cause with him, naked to their 
shame.-The following are some of his concluding reflec­
tions: 

"What are we to think of the man, who with such consummate 
effi·ontery, not only charges the commonly received translation with 
being falge,-but appeals to 'every proper judge' for the ge11ui11eness 
of a translation, the most glaringly contradictory, ungrammatical, 
and absurd, that perhaps ignorance ever ventured lo publish; and 
that too, when he must have known that the authority of the greatest 
names that ever adorned real science, was directly against him; and 
without the suffrage of a sin!!=le scholar to keep him in countenance. 
Let him hide his face in confusion. His trash did not desen•e so 
much attention; but I measured its importance by the mischief it 
might do amongst unlettered readers. I cannot help expressinj!; an 
an honest indignation against the man who undermines the common 
christian's failh, by insinuating tliat his English Bible is a false trans­
cript of the ori~inal. When I contrast their venerable names and real 
learning with the half-taught scholars of modern time~, who, having 
just learned to distin1;uish alpha from beta, take upon them to criti­
cise, and unceremoniously to cashier them, I blush at the mention of 
learning, and loathe the name of science. 

Were I to recal to your recollection the proofa I have given of his 
misrepresentation, his ungenerous disavowal of sentiments, which he 
maintained at the beginning of the controversy, his petulant illiberal­
ity, his unsupported preten.~ions to ~andour and imparti;,lity, it might 
look like indulging a ,·indictive ~pil'it, against which I solemnly ap­
peal. I have no enmity whatever against the man : it is simply 
against the writer that all my animadversions are aimed : and if the 
representation here given of the disputant, should operate to the ad­
vantage of the man, I shall think myself well repaid for the trouble I 
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have taken in this Review, I entreat you, look well to yourself. 
Make a voluntary surrender, if you please, of your understanding ; 
fake the self-confident, the smatterer in knowledge, the noisy boaster 
of superior candour and discernment, as your guide, in things that 
pertain to the present life ; sacrifice every thing that is dear to you or 
a fiuite duration; but, make a reserve of your soul!" 

THE DEISTICAL CONTROVERSY. 

A spirit of infidelity has existed in all ages of the world; 
but it was not till within a century after the Reformation 
that it made its appearance in this country under a syste­
matic form. Lord Herbert is said to have been the first 
English deist who inveighed against the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, and openly defended the principles of infidelity; 
but to avoid the odium of such a proceeding, his publica­
tions were both in Latin, and first printed on the continent. 
He maintained that there is but one God, that he is chiefly 
to be worshipped, that piety and virtue are the principal 
parts of his worship, that God will pardon sins on repen­
tance, and that there are rewards for the good, and pun­
ishments for the wicked in a future state; and that these 
were sentiments commonly acknowledged by all nations. 

Lord Herbert was soon followed by a number of other 
writers, who, each in his turn, assailed the bulwarks of 
Christianity. Among the principal of these, in later times, 
were Lord Shaftesbury, Lord Bolingbroke, Morgan, Gib­
bon, and Hume. Deism now assumed a grosser form; 
not only was the;sufficiency of the light of nature acknowl­
edged, and the necessity of a supernatural revelation total­
ly denied, but along with it the existence of a providence 
and of a future state, and every distinction between moral 
good and evil. Christianity, and even common morality, 
being assaulted by such inveterate adversaries, numerous 
defenders arose for their support; amongst the most dis­
tinguished of whom, are Chandler, Lardner, and Leland, 
whose voluminous writings have acquired the highest ce­
lebrity. 

Soon after the commencement of the French Revolution, 
the spirit of infidelity again revived, and Christianity was 
outrageously treated as an imposture. The prevailing par­
ty in France, having possessed themselves of the power of 
the state, made every exertion to efface from the public 
mind, all ideas of religion and morality; and in one instance, 
an attempt was made for restorina something like the an­
cient idolatry. The doctrine of th~ immortality of the soul, 
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or a future state of rewards_ and punishments, was publick• 
ly ridiculed, and the people were taught to believe that 
death was an everlasting sleep. 'The Temple of Reason' 
was inscribed on the churches, in contempt of Divine Rev­
elation; atheistical and licentious homilies were published 
instead of t!1e old service, and a ludicrous imitation of the 
Greek mythology exhibited under the title of the 'Religion 
of Reason.' Infidelity was carried to such an excess, that 
they even dressed up a common harlot with the most fan­
tastic decorations, whom they blasphemously styled 'the 
Goddess of Reason:' and having placed her on an altar in 
the church, whither she was escorted by the constituted 
authorities, they harangued the people, who in return pro­
fessed the deepest adoration, and sung several songs in 
honour of the goddess. This horrid scene was concluded 
by burning the prayer-book, the confessional, and every 
thing appropriated to the use of public worship. 

Amidst the temporary triumphs of 'the Temple of Rea­
son,' 'the Religion of Reason,' and ' the Goddess of Rea­
son,' Thomas Paine's 'Age of Reason' made its appear­
ance; and, favoured by various political circumstances, it 
diffused a spirit of infidelity throughout the country. The 
low state of religion in general, the long reign of darkness 
in the Established Church, the prevalence of Hyper-calvin­
ism amongst one class ,of Dissenters, the bold and daring 
efforts of Socinianism in another, together with the eager 
interests felt by political partizans, in the revolutionary 
movement~ of the day, left but little to resist the torrent 
of infidelity, which poured in from the n•cighbouring con­
tinent. 

Sernral able answers were written to Paine's popular 
and pernicious pamphlet; but its effects were widely and 
deeply felt. The general qualities of this writer, both in 
reference to his political and deistical publications, were 
once described by .Mr. Fuller in the following terms. "He 
possesses strong powers of mind ; but his prejudices are 
stronger than his faculties. His imagination is vivid, but 
extremely impure : his language is forcible, lrnt gro$sly of­
fensive; his endowments are chiefly natural, and on this 
account his vanity is intolerable. The strength and energy 
of his conceptions would render him a convincing reason­
er; but the moral qualities of his mind in most cases forbid 
it. Malignant passions, violent prejudices, and a vain de­
sire of displaying his wit, must, in proportion as they oper­
ate, disqualify him for just reasoning, let his talents be what 
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they may; Jn fine, his genius is much more adapted to 
demolish, than to build up. His talents are formed for 
exposing the ills of human s<?cie!y, rather tha_n for encour­
aging the good. Reproach 1s his element : 1f he can find 
truth on which to ground it, it is very well; but if not, his 
jaundiced mind can supply that deficiency, and give a 
colour to every object of- dislike according to his wishes. 
He is a plant that will not flout ish either by the rains of 
heaven, or the natural fertility of the earth: it is only by 
the putrid effluvia of the dunghill that he can live." 

In publishing an answer to this profane and sarcastic 
writer, Mr. Fuller takes occasion to review the principles 
of deistical writers in general, in contrast with the doc­
trines of revealed religion ; and omitting various points in 
dispute between Christians and Infidels, relative to histori­
cal facts which had been ably discussed by other writers, 
he confines himself chiefly to the internal evidence which 
Christianity possesses, and brings the opposite system to 
the test of its moral tendency. His valuable work on this 
subject is accordingly entitled,-

T/te Gospel its own Witness; or the Holy Nature and 
Divine Harmony of the C!tristi'.an Religion, contrasted 
with t!tc lmmorality and Absurdity of Deism. 1800. 

In reviewing the lives and the labours of deistical au­
thors, he finds that while they acknowledge the existence 
of one Supreme Being, they overlook or deny his moral 
character, ascribing to him little more than the attributes 
of power and wisdom, and with admirable consistency 
refusing to worship him. Such, also, is the tendency of 
their system, that it loosens all the bonds of society, by 
subverting the principles of moral obligation, placing the 
essence of virtue in self-love, or, at most, in the love of our 
species, without any reference to supreme authority, and 
reducing vice merely to what is personally inconvenient or 
socially injurious. ' 

Lord Shaftesbury says, virtue is an affection for the 
whole of our species: Lord Bolingbroke says, it is only 
the love of ourselves: Volney says, it is every thing that 
tends to preserve and perfect man : Hume says it is what­
ever is useful in society: Paine says, it is ende

1

avouring to 
make our fellow creatures happy. But GoD is not in all 
their thoughts. 
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In the lives of these men every species of iniquity is 
tolerated, and their enmity to the Gospel is found to arise 
from its holy nature. Herbert, Hobbes, Shaftesbury, Mor­
gan, Chubb, and Voltaire, the decided enemies of Chris­
tianity, were all guilty of the vilest hypocrisy, and justified 
themselves in the most deliberate falsehoods. Wooli.ton 
was a gross blasphemer ; Tindal was infamous for vice in 
general ; Rousseau was a thief, by his own confession; 
Paine was a profane swearer., and a drunkard ; and Hume 
died as a fool dieth. The day before his death he spent 
in a pitiful and affected unconcern about this tremendous 
subject, playing at cards, reading profane books, and 
making silly attempts at wit, concerning his interview with 
Charon, the heathen ferryman of Hades. Paine, also, 
flattered himself that his principles would bear him up in 
the prospect of death; but recent accounts have testified 
that he died under deep remorse, and in the agonies of 
despair. 

Jn opposition to the immorality of these men, and the 
absurdity of their sentiments, in making virtue to consist in 
something independent of the dispositions of the mind, Mr. 
Fuller observes, that it is a distinguishing property of the 
Bible, that all its precepts extend directly to the heart: it is 
the heart that they require : and all the different forms of 
worship and obedience which they prescribe, are only so 
many modifications or varied expressions of it. Consider­
ing the evil of sin as arising merely from the mischief it 
docs to society, these writers make the essence of it to con­
sist, not in the intention, but the action. Mr. Fuller, on 
the contrary, considers the action as nothing, any farther 
than as it carries the intention into execution. After hav­
ing proved that the divine law is summed up in love, and 
that this principle is competent to the government of the 
whole creation, and, if obeyed, would render every intelli­
gent creature happy : he demands of his adversaries wheth­
er they can produce any principle to be compared with it. 
The answer is, No: their deity takes no cognizance of the 
heart. According to them, there is neither merit nor 
crime in intention ; their morality only goes to form the 
exterior of man. It allows the utmost scope for evil desires, 
provided they be not carried into execution. Mr. F. then 
exhihits, at full view, the pure and holy principles ?f the 
gospel, their influence on society, and in the formation of 
character; their tendency to promote benevolence, to alle­
viate the sorrows, an<l enhance the felicity of the present 
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state. On the latter of these subjects is the following im­
pressive paragraph : 

"Where but in the gospel, will you find relief under the innumera­
ble ills of the present hfc? This is the well known refuge of Christians. 
Are they pool', affiicted, persecuted, or reproached ? They are letl to 
consi<lcr him who endured the contradiction of sinners, who lived a 
life of poverty and ignominy, who ernlured persecution and reproach, 
and death itself for them ; and to realize a blessed immortality in pros­
pect. lly a view of such things their hearts are cheered, •~d their 
afflictions become tolerable. Looking to Jesus, who for the JOY that 
was set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
now set down at the right barn! of the throne of God, they run with 
patience the race that is set before them.-Ilut what is the comfort of 
unbelievers? Life being short, and having r.o ground to hope for any 
thing beyontl it, if they be crossetl here, they become inconsolable. 
Hence it is not uncommon for persons of this description, after the 
example of the philosophers and statesmen of Greece and Rome, when 
they find themselves depressed by a,lversity, and have no prospect 
of retrieving their fortunes, to put a period to their Jives. Unhappy 
men! Is this the felicity to which ye would introduce us? Is it in 
guilt, shame, remorse, and desper.1tion that ye descry such charms? 
Admitting that our hope of immortality is visionary, where is the in­
jury? Ir it be a dream, is it not a pleasant one' To say the least, it 
beguiles niany a melancholy hour, and can do no mischief: but, if it 
be a reality-what will become of you !" 

The harmony of the christian religion is next considered, 
as an evidence of its divinity; and the agreement of pro­
phecy with the historical fact is strikingly pointed out. 
The same events must have been noticed by former writers, 
but perhaps at no time with so much elfect; the evidence 
is irresistible. The correspondence of the Holy Scriptures 
with living truth, or with things as they actually exist in 
the mind, and in the world; the simplicity and sublimity 
of their style, the holy unction that rests on every page, 
all furnish sources of argument in favour of their inspira­
tion. There is nothing in the sacred writings to gratify 
presumptuous speculation or idle curiosity, nothing to excite 
levity or folly; they are free from affectation and vanity, are 
never known to flatter the great, and discover no anxiety to 
guard against seeming inconsistencies ; but leave the truth 
to commend itself to every man's conscience in the sight of 
God. "There is something in all they say, which leaves 
behind it a sensation produced by no other writings; some­
thing peculiarly suited to the mind when in its most serious 
frames, oppressed by affliction, or thoughtful iibove a future 
life; some thing which gives melancholy itself a charm, and 
produces tears more delicious to the mind than the most 
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high-flavoured earthly ei:ijoyments. It is a savour of life, 
a savour of God, an unction from the Holy One." 

The elucidation of the scripture doctrine of ·salvation 
through a Mediator, and its consistency with sober reason, 
is singularly clear and satisfactory; but the last chapter 
of the work, which maintains its consistency with the 
modern opinion of the magnitude of creation, exhibits a 
train of thought which may bear a comparison with any 
thing that has been written on this subject in the English 
language. The Christian here attacks the deist in his strong 
hold, takes complete possession of it, ancl plants the banner 
of the cross on tho very spot where infidelity hacl presented 
its brazen front. The magnitude of creation, let it be as ex­
tensive as it may, serves only to illustrate the sublimer doc­
trine of redemption and forms a temple for its praise.-The 
work concludes with faithful ancl affectionate addresses to 
Deists, Jews and Christians, on their obligations towards 
the Gospel revelation. 

This publication was received with very general applause. 
The excellent Mr. 'Wilberforce expressed his cordial ap­
probation of it, and deemed it the most important of all the 
author's works. The Rev. John Newton, of St. Mary, 
Woolnoth, said he had so often recommended it, that he 
thought at least a hundred copies had been purchased by 
his acquaintances. Some gentlemen made pecuniary offers 
for a cheap edition at a reduced price, in order to give it 
a more extensive circulation; but Mr. Fuller declined ac­
cepting their contributions. The Rev. Rob. Hall observed, 
that this work "displayed an extraordinary force of under­
standing; and that the two chapters on the atonement, were 
alone sufficient to make the writer immortal." 

THE l\IISSIONARY CONTROVERSY. 

The Deists have had their day, and it is over. If they 
make any appearance now, it is under the garb of Chris­
tianity. Unable to keep their ground in the field of open 
controversy, they were for trying what they could effect by 
means of a practical opposition on the plains of India, and 
by imparting to the government their apprehensions for the 
fate of the eastern empire, if the true religion should be suf­
fered to prevail. Some of them who bad bad the mortifica­
tion of beboldino- the 8uccessful exertions of the l\11ss10na­
ries, about the ti~e that the massacre happened at Velore, 
seized on this and other cotemporary circumstances, for the 

w 
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purpose of spreading an alarm ; though in fact they had no 
more connection with the mission, than the building of 
Tenderten steeple in Latimer's time had with the flowing 
of the tide upon the Kentish shore. 

Several of these gentlemen returned to England, with 
indictments ready prepared, and only wanted the assistance 
of some able advocates. The first who presented himself 
was Mr. Twining, of famous memory, who addressed 
a Letter to the Chairman of the East India Company 
protesting against "interfering in the religious opinions of 
the natil'es of India, and deprecating the consequences 
which might arise from such an attempt." 

Next followed Major Scott Waring, with "Observations 
on the prcseut state of the East Iudia Company;" and hav­
ing received alarming intelligence from gentlemen lately re­
turned from India, he "humbly submits to the consideration 
of his Majesty's Ministers, the East India Company, and 
the Legislature, a plan for restoring that confidence which 
the natives formerly reposed in the justice and policy of the 
British government, as to the secmity of their religion, 
laws, and local customs;" and this plan was, "the imme­
diate recal of every English missionary, and a prohibition 
to all persons dependent on the Company from giving as­
sistance to the translation or circulation of the Holy Scrip­
tures." And what have these missionaries doue, said Mr. 
Fuller, that they are to be immediately recalled; and these 
Holy Scriptures, that they are not to be translated or circu­
lated by any one dependent on the Company ? As to the 
former, it is not pretended that they had any hand in the 
tragical el'ent at Velore; and as to the latter, no accusa­
tion has yet been brought against them. The impolicy of 
Dr. Buchanan's visit to the Syrian Christians, is also urg­
ed; and it gave serious offence to the Major, that the epi­
thet "important," should be attached to any inquiry relating 
to Christianity. He calls it "the most trifling of all pos­
sible sul,jects connected with the welfare of our oriental 
empire." He likewise speaks of this empire ns beincr 
"conquered hy Briti~h valour." God and religion, there': 
fore, could have nothing to do with it. No, let the mis­
sionaries go to Africa, to the South Sea Islands or to the 
wilds of America; but let them not come hi{her ! Oh 
tl101t seer, go, flee tliee away into the land of Judn/1, 011d 
there eat bread, and prophesy tliere; but propltesy 11ot a{!ain 
any muri; in Bethel: for it is tlie king's chapel, and it is tl1e 
king's court. Yet this gentleman would be thought after 
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all, to be a Christian; and "trusts it will not be imputed to 
indifference for the eternal welfare of the people of India" 
that he advises what he does! He farther allecres that the 
"late Bishop of St. Asaph, a sound and orth;dox divine, 
and one of the main pillars of our good old Church of Eng­
land, deprecated all such interference." His Letter to the 
Chairman concludes with several invectives against the mis-
sionaries. ' 

A Bengal Officer completes the triad, by publishing " A 
Vindication of the Hindoos ;" stating the excellency of 
their moral system, and the danger of interfering with 
their customs or religion. And in the true style of Brah­
manism, he becomes the apologist, and even the admirer of 
their shasters, their temples, and their idols. He calls for 
the persecution of Christianity in the east, more loudly than 
his coadjutors; and expresses his apprehensions that if the 
Bible be not proscribed, and the missionaries expelled, all 
the Europeans in the east will become the victims of Dhoor­
ga. As if on an expedition against some rebellious rajah, 
this Bengal officer dashes after the missionaries through 
thick and thin, determined at all events to vindicate his be­
loved Hin<loos, and to exterminate the adversaries of their 
exalted religion. These gentlemen are all of them suffi­
cien1ly alarmed for their commercial interests in India, but 
are utterly regardless of the souls of fifty millions of heath­
ens, living under the same government with themselves. 
Whether the real devil, or the imaginary Cali, take them, 
appears to be no part of their concern, provided Jesus Christ 
has nothing to do with them. 

These publications were soon followed by a second and 
a third pamphlet from the pen of Major Scott Waring, 
repeating and affirming the same things, with a profusion 
of additional invective. An anonymous "Letter" also 
made its appearance, addressed to "the President of the 
Board of Control, on the propagation of Christianity in 
India;" recommending that the vigilant control of the 
India Governments, should keep pace with the growing 
zeal of this country, for the conversion of the natives of 
Hindostan. 

About the same time, Dr. Barrow published his "Ser­
mon," which had been delivered before "the Un:versity 
of Oxford; on the propriety of con.fining Missionary un­
dertakings to the Established Church;" and recommend• 
ing "one uniform and general attempt, to the exclusion 
of all otliers, where we have the power to exclude them, 
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to be made by the ministers of the national church,_un­
der the authority and regulations of an act of the legisla­
ture."· 

Among those who contributed their aid in the present 
contest, were the Edinburgh Reviewc1·s, who professed a 
desire to " use their feeble endeavours in assisting the 
public judgment on those topics to which its attention w~s 
actually directed; and for this purpose they make their 
first atlack on Methodism, and the next on missions. Un­
der the former term they include in one undistinguished 
mass, "the sentiments of the Arminian and Calvinistic 
Methodists, and of the evangelical clergymen of the church 
of England;" whom they describe as three cln.sses of fa­
natics, " engaged in one general conspiracy against com­
mon sense and rational orthodox Christianity!" 

Anxious for the preservation of Paganism and Mahom­
etanism abroad, and of Heathenism at home, from the at­
tacks of Evangelical ministers and missionaries, A Bar­
rister joins this goodly fraternity, and offers his "Ilints 
to the public and the legislature, on the nature and effect 
of evangelical preaching;" while the rest were employed 
in submitting "A plan to his Majesty's Ministers, the 
East India Company, and the Legislature," proposing to 
recal every English missionary, and to limit the circulation 
of the scriptures. Not knowing what to do with these 
Evangelical men, they humbly request the GOVERNME'.'IT to 
take them in hand; while they themselves wish to be thought 
the friends, and almost the only friends of reason and tol­
eration. 

This collision of parties produced considerable agitation 
in the public mind; and Mr. Twining having promised to 
bring the missionary business before a Court of Proprie­
tors at the India House, called up Mr. Fuller to town, in 
December, 1807, where he answered Mr. Twining's pam­
phlet, and watched the progress of the enemy. The Court 
dismissed Mr. Twining's proposition, declining to interfere 
with the propagation of Christianity in India; and Mr. Ful­
ler resumed his pen, in answer to Major Scott Waring, and 
the rest of !he anti-missionaries.* Three pamphlets quick­
ly succeedmg each other, under the previous inspection of 
some gentleman of high distinction, made their appearance 
in 1808, entitled-

* Farther particulars of thi~ campaign are given In Chapter v. 
pp. 141-146. 
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An Apology for the late Christian Missions to India. 

After reading the publications of these anti-missionaries, 
Mr. Fuller said he had rather pray for them than write 
against them ; but being compelled to enter this field of 
literary warfare, he expressed his opinion of the impor­
tance of the controversy in the following just and striking 
remarks- • , 

" lt nppears to be the design of Providence, by a succession of 
events, to effect a more marked distinction between the friends and en­
emies of religion, than has of late years subsisted. Through a varie­
ty of causes they have long been confounded. As though there "'.ere 
no standard for either side to repail' to, they have each mingled with 
the other in a sort of promiscuous mass. 

The effect of this junction has been more unfavourable to the cause 
of Christ, than to that of his enemies. Hence it appears to be the will 
of God, by his inscrutable providence, to effect a closer union among 
christians, and a more marked separation between them and their ad­
versaries. As though some decisive conflict were about to take place, 
the hosts on each ~ide seem to be mustering for the hatlle. 

The French Revolution, (that mighty shaking of the church ~.,d of 
the world) has been productive of this among other effects. Gl'eat 
number~, who had befol'e passed as Christians, perceiving infidelity to 
be coming into fashion, avowed their unbelief. Many of these, how­
ever, finding afterwards that they ha,! mistaken the l'oad to preferment, 
turned about, and assumed to be the patrons of rational and orthodox 
christianity. Serious Christians of different denominations, on the 
other hand, felt a new motive to unite in defence of the common faith 
in which they are agreed. 

The same effect has been produced hy the sending out of missions 
to the heathen. The effort itself excited a correspondence of feeling, 
a communication of sentiment, and a unity of action, and that to a great 
extent: and now that success has in some measure attended it, it has 
drawn against it a host of adversaries. As the assembling of Israel 
before the Lord in l\lizpeh, though they had neither sword nor spear 
among them, exrited the jealousy of the Philistines, and drew forth 
their armies in the hope of crushing them at the outset; so it is al 
this day. It is remarkable what a tendency the genuine exercise~ of 
true religion have to manifest the principles of men, and to draw them 
into union, either on the side of Christ, or on that of his enemies. 
You may now perceive Deists, Socinians, and others; who retain the 
form of christianity but deny the power, naturally falling into their 
ranks on one side : and serious Christians, almost forgetling their 
former differences, as naturally uniting on the other. I question whe­
ther there ever was a controversy since the days of the apostles, in 
which religion and irreligion were more clearly marked, and their 
respective adherents more distinctly organised." 

The solemn warning addressed to those in authority, in 
the author's letter to the Chairman of the East India Com­
pany, relative to the insidious attempts of unbelievers, to 

W2 
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prevent the evangelizing of the idolatrous Hindoos, is too 
important to be overlooked, and affords an instance of fi. 
delity worthy of the cause in which it was exerted. 

"Whatever measures may be taken by men who have become 
aliens from that which is the glory of their country," says M,·. Fuller, 
" I trust there will be found a sufficient number of the rulers and 
inhabitants of this land to counteract them. If not, let us talk as we 
may ao-ainsl French atheism, we are fast sinking into it.-If, Sir, there 
be a G"'od that judgeth in the earth, the danger lies in making Him 
our enemy. It is a principle which cannot be disputed, however 
it may be di~rcgardecl, that whatever is right, is wise; and whatever 
is wrong, is foolish and tlangerous. Sir, the tombs of nations, rnc­
cossively buried in oblil'ion, have this truth inscril>ed on every one of 
them :_:It washy forbidding christian ministers to speak unto the Gen­
tiles that they mighl be saved, that the rno,;t favou,·cd nation upon 
earth fillccl up the measure of its sins, and drew upon it the wrath of 
heaven to the uttermost.' 

At a time, Sir, when many and great nations arc overthrown; na­
tions which have not posses~cd our privileges, and therefore have not 
incurrccl our guilt; when we arc engaged in the most tremendous 
struggle that this country ever knew; and when on cntain occasions 
we profess to fast, and lo humble ourselves before Aln,ighly God; 
shall we rnise from it;; slumbers the wickecl sys!cm of persecution? 
'Do we prol'Okc the Loni lo jealousy? Are we stroni;:cr than he?' 

Mr. Twining may be <lisA·usted at the iclca of the Eastern empire 
being· ~h·en m liy Prol'idcncc,, fur the very purpose of introducing the 
gospel; hut if' ii lw so, it is 11<, more than God's hadng formerly given 
it to Cyrus for Jacr,b his srnant's sake. l\leu may scorn to l>c sul>ser­
vicnt to their l\lal«•r; lrnt whether they consent or not, it will be so. 
The con4u0sls of Rome macle way for the intrndnclion of christianity 
into llril,iill; auJ tl,osc of lldtaln n,ay make way fur it. general intro­
duction in the East. 81,ould Brit;,in be friendly to this object, it may 
be the lr,ngthcnin:; of her tranquillity; hut a., an eloquent writer ob­
serve,i, "lf we decline the illustrious appointment, Goo may devolve 
on some less refractory people tho,c hi.~I, d,,slinies which might have 
been ours. 1f7ho knuwelh whethc,· we arc come to the ki11~domfor 
such a time o.s this.° Jf we altogetha hold our peace at this time, 
then may there enlargement antl deliverance arise to them fr01n 
another place; and we and our father's house may be deslruyed."" 

While engaged in this arduous contest, Mr. Fuller re­
ceived no material a8sistance, except from one quarter, 
much as he desired it; but was left to maintain the con­
flict alone, and had to produce his voluminous pamphlets in 
the course only of a few weeks. The Rev. Adam Clarke, 
L. L. D. kindly tendered his "Remarks" on the Vindica­
tion written by a Bengal Officer, which appear, duly ac­
knowledged, in the second part of Mr. Fuller's Apology, 
under the title of Audi et Alteram Parlem. At the close 

"Adclressed to the Chairman of the East India Company, by the 
Rev. Rob, Hall. 
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of his strictures, after having sufficiently exposed the im­
morality and shocking absurdity of the Hindoo mythology, 
which the officer had so shamelessly attempted to " vindi­
cate," Dr. Clarke mentions the missionaries in the most 
honourable terms; •• 

"It may be supposed, (says he,) from the preceding Remarks, that 
we are parties in the Baptist mission in the East lndies, and that there­
fore ou1· testimony may be justl'y liable to the charge of undue par­
tiality. To remove every impression of this kind, we here dccl~re that 
we never had, nor have we now, any religious connection whatever 
with the missionaries abroad, no, with their directors at home. We 
have, with many others, admired their zealous labours, thcil' inoffen­
sive, irreproachable, and exemplary coocluct, and have been astonished 
at their various attainments; and particulal'ly so at the deep, extensive, 
solid and unostcntatious piety and learning of the Rev. Dr. CAREY, 

who is at their head; a gentleman, whom we scruple not to say, is an 
honour to religion, literature, and his country; a blessing to our 
Eastern possessions, aud a credit to human nature. 

Here ended the contest with the British Triad, except 
indeed, that l\lajor Scott Waring, incapable of conviction 
or impression, went on raving, in company with the Socin­
ian Barrister. Having done with Mr. Fuller, and the Bap­
tist mission in India, his next attack was on two clergymen, 
who had preached before the Universities in farour of a 
translation of the Scriptures into the oriental languages; and 
also on lord Teignmouth, for having urged the policy and 
obligation of Britons to communicate to the natives of In­
clia the knowledge of Christ. The Major still continued 
his old trade, repeating anu repeating-, throughout a hundred 
and twenty more pages, the phrases and sentences of "ma­
nia of conversion-ignorant sectarian bigots-mad Baptists 
-mad Calvinistic missionaries-I am decidedly of opinion 
that the comersion of thP. llindoos is impracticable-these 
proceedings will end in the des!ructio_n of o~r caster? e~­
pire," and a few more such sayings, till by his total mvm­
cibility he reduced his opponents to despair, and no farther 
operations were undertaken against him. Some of the 
critics indeed compared him to a Hindoo yogi, who had 
fixed l1imself on the top of a post, under a vow to repeat 
some one word or phrase millions of times; and them­
selves to persons sent repeatedly to reconnoitre him, and 
report what he is at, and who must every time return with 
the same story. 

In reply to Dr. Barrow, who pleaded for an exclusive 
ecclesiastical establishment in India, and that missionary 
undertakings should be confined to the national church, 
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Mr. Fuller states the illiberality and total inadequacy of 
such a plan; but declined giving, on that occasion, any 
opinion on the propriety of such an establishment, inde­
pendently of its becoming exclusive. The extravagant prop­
osition of Dr. Barrow, whose avowed intolerance knows no 
limits but the want of power, was happily never entertain­
ed by the rulers either in church or state ; but some time 
afterwards, when a renewal of the East India Company's 
Charter was contemplated, several eminent individuals, in 
the Directory and in the Senate, who had witnessed and 
deplored the various obstacles thrown in the way of the 
Baptist missionaries, were desirous of giving a legal cur­
rency to Christianity in India, by obtaining the adoption of 
an Episcopal establishment. 

On this subject, the Secretary of the Baptist Mission 
would certainly not have obtruded his opinion, any more 
than on the former occasion; but the confidence these gen­
tlemen had in his judgment, and the satisfaction they felt 
in reference to the able and prudent manner in which the 
concerns of the mission had been conducted, induced them 
to solicit his thoughts on their leading object, as well as on 
others connected with it. 

A gentleman in the Directory, a member of parliament, 
having compiled a quarto volume on the affairs of India, 
sent it to Mr. Fuller for his revision. The work was print­
ed, but not published, and consisted of-" A brief History 
of the British dominions in Hindostan-Evidences of the 
extreme immorality of the Hindoos-An inquiry into its 
causes-and the best means of providing an adequate rem­
edy." Among the latter, an Episcopal establishment, un­
der the direction of the East India Company, formed the 
principal feature. 

In compliance with the request of the distinguished au­
thor of this performance, Mr. Fuller communicated some 
free remarks upon the subject, the principal part of which 
will now be quoted from his private correspondence, in or­
der to show what was his opinion on the general affairs of 
India, and the faithful manner in which he acquitted him­
self on this delicate occasion. 

"l feel a pleasure," says he, "iri being able to acquit the 
Company, and their servants, of some things concerning 
which I had thought unfavourably. l am especially grati­
fied in seeing more fully established, an idea which I had 
already entertained; viz. that from the time of Marquis 
Cornwallis's presidency, the government of that country 
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has sustained a very importa.nt change for the better, the 
impartial administration of justice being its grand object. 
Nevertheless, it appears to me, even from your ·owu ac­
count, that there is still a world of iniquity attached to the 
affairs of India. 

"Passing all this, I would remark a few things on your 
proposal to introduce Christianity, by means of the East 
India Company; and that _the Christianity so introduced, 
should be an established Episcopacy. Your scheme will 
constantly be in danger of being thwarted, notwithstanding 
.:he control of the government and parliament at home; 
for what else can be expected from men of mere worldly 
wisdom 7 We do not gather grapes from thorns, nor figs 
from thistles. Or if your plan be not entirely defeated, 
that which would be propagated would not be Christian­
ity. 

" But were it otherwise, still the Directors would not be 
the most proper persons to introduce the gospel iuto India, 
unless they would consent to restore all that they have un­
justly taken away from the natives, or at least adopt an 
equal and benevolent system for the future. If in addition 
to a well regulated government, a principle of reciprocal 
advantage could be adopted as the ground of Indian com­
merce; if instead of draining and impoverishing their coun­
try, we could seek their. good in connection with our own ; 
in a word, if the system of justice and benevolence in tem­
poral things, for which you plead, could be realized, there 
would then be some hope of doing them good in other mat­
ters. But without this, it is impossible to convince them of 
your sinrcrity. \Ve must treat them as follow men, before 
we can hope to he instrumental in making them fellow 
Christians. If Christ himself did good to men's bodies, 
as a means of gainin(J' access to their minds, it is presump­
tion in us to expect t; accomplish this great object by oth­
er, and especially by opposite means. 

" Suppose an intelligent Hindoo should meet with one 
of the Missionaries appointed or patronized by the Com­
pany; suppose him to be well acquainted with the history 
of his country for the last thirty or forty years; that he 
has read your performance, and being now addressed . on 
the subject of Christianity, should reply to the followmg 
effect- • 

"•You tell us that we are bad, and you tell us the t~uth. 
You offer us a religion which you say, if embraced,_ will be 
productive of a purer morality. Has it produced this effect 
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upon your people? It is true, as your _writers a~sert, "An 
Englishman cannot descend to those little practices of op­
pression or extortion, so familiar to the natives of Hin­
dostan; his mind revolts at the idea of them." But you 
make no scruple of practising oppression and extortion on 
a larger scale. You have conquered our oppressive nabobs, 
and have taken their place. You have purchased the rev­
enues of the country; and soon after you got them in pos­
session, you withheld the stipulated price. You have pow­
er on your sicle, and you call it right. And have you then 
a right to render the existence of eighteen millions of men 
subservient to the enriching of a few thousands 7 Does the 
God yon profess to adore, and the Saviour whom you re­
commend to us, approve of these things? If so, we are as 
well as we are. 

"' You ha1·e given us some good r~gulations in govern-
. ment, ancl we are thankful for them : but all that you have 

done amounts to little more than "a correction of your own 
abuses." Aud even since that period of improvement, you 
have carried on offensive wars, to the great injury of our 
country; "not for our sakes, but for your own." The very 
nature of your government tends to impoverish us, and we 
feel it to our cost. It is true, for the advantages of a reg­
ular and good government, we could contentedly part with 
something: and if in your commerce you acted on the 
principle of reciprocal advantage, and sought our good 
along with your own, all would be well enough. But this 
is not the case : your people not only " fill all the offices of 
government, but all the first lines in commPrce." In this 
way you have drained our unhappy country already of more 
than fifty millions sterling, and arc every year continuing 
to drain us, without any adequate return. And now to 
make us amends for this complicated mass of injury, you 
offer us your religion.' 

"Tbus might an intelligent Hindoo retort upon the Com­
pany's agents, in their attempts to evangelize tbe country. 
Excuse me, therefore, if I say, unless your meliorating 
scheme of commerce could also be adopted, Christianity, 
through such a medium, must appear to the H indoos like 
the bishop's bles~ing in the fable; of which they might be 
tempted to say with the jester, 'If it were worth a farthing, 
you would not have given it to us !' 

"1 admit and admire your arguments in favour of our 
being 'more and more secure in our possession of India, in 
proportion to the improved state of society among the in-
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habitants:' but their fitness rests entirely upon the ground 
of the gm·ernment being just and good, and the commer­
cial system equalized. In other words, they depend for 
their validity upon its being tbe interest of Bengal as well 
as Britain to continue united. If a contrary system be 
pursued, the introduction, though not perhaps of Christian­
ity, yet of the means by which it is communicated, namely, 
our language, and other in,tellectual improvements, would 
endanger our sovereignty. And as far as I can judge of 
right and wrong, it is right it should. It would be the 
height of wickedness for us to wish to compel and continue 
a union on oppo'site principles. 

"As to an estaulislu:rl religion in Bengal, I presume you 
do not expect my concurrence. If pious Episcopalians 
wished to go over, to spread the gospel which they l:,elieve, 
and stand on no other ground than the goodness of their 
cause, in the main of their undertaking, I should cheer­
fully wish them God speed; and woulil, if they needed it, 
according to my ability, contribute to their assistance, as 
sereral of them have done to ours: but an established reli­
gion is somewhat different. I have as great an objection 
to my own principles bein_g an established religion as any 
oth.:ir; yea, greater; for if some one religious system must 
be pressed into the service of the state, I had rather it were 
one l did not so well approre, that what I do approre might 
remain at liberty to serve the Lord without the imposition 
of human authority. 

"I hal'e no othe·r objection to an establishment in Bengal 
than I have in England, or any other country. I believe 
all human establishments of religion to be injurious, as 
tending to set aside the authority of Chri~t in his church, 
and to introduce in its place unscriptnral traditions, world­
ly pomp, and unmeaning ceremouiee; ail which bciug 'of 
human iuvention, ca1111ot,' as you justly reason in another 
case, 'be approved of God.' 

" It amounts to a moral certainty, that so long as the 
world continues to lie in \1-ickedne~s, a great majority of 
every govcrnrnent will cou,;i~t of irreli.'!ious characters. 
But a religion established and supported by s11d1 charac­
ters, must be supposed to partake of their ~pirit, and to 
be framed in sul:,sprvicncy lo their ends. \\"henever it 
ceases to comply with the.will of the power tlrnt g,n-e it 
an establishment, it must cease to be; or, which would 
be worse, itself will become a power, tyrauniziqg over its 
masters. 
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"In this direction proceeded the great apostacy of Rome. 
Until Christianity was adopted by the state, it was com­
paratively pure. The church, though oppressed by great 
afflictions and reproaches, grew an,l multiplied, and was 
then 'the bride of Christ;; but from that time she began to 
sustain a very different character. You know the represen­
tations given of her in the records of truth-that of 'a wo­
man arrayed in scarlet-decked with gold, and pearls, and 
precious stones-and sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast.' 
In her first stages she was the servant, and in her last, the 
master of the beast on which she rode. Good men in 
power, like Constantine, may have thought that by raising 
the Christian clergy to worldly honours, and by creating 
offices in the church to which princely emoluments should 
be attached, they did God service : but they were mis­
taken. 

"Perhaps you, Sir, may not propose to yourself any thing 
more than a number of serious and pious clergymen being 
properly provided for, and encouraged in their work; but 
should your plan succeed, its issue will be in a greater or 
less degree as above described. 'A II establishments,' as 
you yourself acknowledge, 'carry in them a principle of 
progressive degeneracy.' Religion in any form is iu dan­
ger of degenerating; but in this form it is morally impossi­
ble that it should be otherwise. lu short, I object to an 
established religion, because it must necessarily be a 
creature of the state; and like every other creature, must 
be formed after the pleasure, and live upon the smiles of 
its creator. 

" I approve of a religion that shall be peaceable, but 
chaste; favourable to order and good government, but not 
dependent on it; a faithful friend to those in power, and 
to those out of power, but not the retained advocate of 
either. 

"Notwithstanding the freedom of these remarks, there is 
still much in your plan which I approve. It appears to me 
to be quite in character for the East India Company to 
provide means for teaching the Bengalese the English lan­
guage, arts and sciences, and to send out schoolmasters for 
that purpose. This, if accompli~hed, would be a very im­
portant object. It would give them access to our Bible, as 
well as to many other things. Here also would be room 
for you and others to use your influence in procuring pious 
men, who might be great blessings in that capacity. And 
as to missionaries, I could be glad if you, as well as 
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we, could obtain the leave of the Company to send them, 
and that they might enjoy their protection when there. 
More than this I dare not ask, or even accept at their 
.hands. 

" I irnow your object is to do something on an enlarged 
scale. I revere your motives, but would entreat you to 
consider the words of an apostle, 2 Cor. vi. 11-18. Chris­
tian enlargement, according. to this passage, and according 
to fact, does not consist in uniting with, or drawing into 
our religious measures, great numbers of worldly men; but 
rather in the reverse. The forming of such connections, 
is the same thing as being ' unequally yoked.' To unite 
the sprightly horse with a tardy ass would be to straiten 
rather than to enlarge l1im; and must impede the object, 
instead of promoting it. Half a score Christians, cor­
dially united, will accomplish more than thousands of het­
erogeneous characters, possessed of mere discordant prin­
ciples. 

" But if your scheme were not thwarted by such a con­
nection, it would certainly be corrupted, and so in great 
measure be defeated. Every body ol men, like every spe­
cies, if they propagate any thing, it will be their own like­
ness. True religion may be accidentally propagated by 
those who are destitute of it; but that is all. God often 
makes use of instruments in this way; but it is a work 
abo~·e our hands. If we attempt it, there is infinite dan­
ger of the work being marred. They may indeed be used 
in furnishing some of the materials, as Tyrian workmen 
furnished materials, and aided in the building of the tem­
ple : but they must not be invested with the power of di­
rection. In this case the answer of Zerubbabel to those 
who offered to unite in rebuilding the temple, is worthy 
of example. ' You have nothing to do with us, to build a 
house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build 
unto the Lord God of Israel, as Cyrus, the king of Persia, 
hath commanded us.' 

"You suppose the number of pious ministers that could be 
collected, and supported by voluntary subscription merely, 
would be small. Be it so: a small number, if they could 
co-operate with several pious schoolmasters, might do 
great things. I may also add, the number of characters 
suitable for such an undertaking, is small. You ho11e for 
thirty; I wish you may find so many. It is more than we 
can find amongst us. If you can muster ten, without hold-

X 
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ing up very handsome pecuniary prospects to allure them, 
it will be a good specimen of the prevalence of true religion 
in your connections. 

"Finally : Notwithstanding all I have said, I had much 
rather see the doctrine of Christianity introduced among 
the Hindoos, even thoug~ it were under the form of an 
Established Episcopacy, than that they should continue as 
they are; and if you should persevere in your scheme, I 
shall pray that it may prosper in all that is good about it, 
and which 1 am persuaded is not a little." 

CHAPTER XI. 

Controversy with Mr. Booth-Letter to Dr. Hopkins-Remarks on 
some American Writers-Mr. Booth's notion of Regeneration by 
the Word examincd-Pa1·ticular Redemption-Conversation with a 
friend at Edinbmgh, on the same subject-Atonement and Substi­
tution of Christ-Letter to Dr. Erskine 'on the l\lerits of Christ­
Letter .to l\1!". Maclean on Faith and Justification-Valiclity of Lay 
Ordination-Propriety of aclruinistering the Lord's Supper without 
a Minister-and Strict Communion. 

IT was grief of heart to Mr. Fuller, to have any disagree­
ment with a man whom he so highly esteemed, as the ven­
erable Abraham Booth. But on some minor points there 
was a difference between them, though not such as would 
justify the slightest alienation, or require any painful exer­
cise of mutual forbearance. During the controversy on 
Faith, in which Mr. Fuller was several years engage<l with 
various opponents, who marched forward from the ranks 
both of Arminians and Calvinists, to meet this redoubtable 
champion, Mr. Booth watched its progress with consi<lera­
hle anxiety; and finally conclude<l that he could find a 
middle path between those Calvinists who admit and those 
who deny the obligation of sinners to believe the gospel. 
He at the same time suspected that Mr. Fuller and his 
friends were too much attached to the sentiments of Presi­
dent Edwards, and other American di,·ines of later date ; 
and that by importing their metaphysical refinements, there 
would be some danger of relaxing that muscular sys­
tem of theology to which he himself was so ardently de­
voted. 

Mr. Booth, therefore, published, in 1796, his first edition 
of "GLAD TIDINGS to perishing Sinners ;" the object of 
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which is to prove that "the genuine gospel contains a 
compleLe warrant for the ungodly to believe in Jesus." 
This is a proposition which Mr. Fuller never d~nied, and 
which needed but little proof; and it is rather extraordina­
ry that so acute a writer as Mr. Booth should seem to con­
found the " warrant" to believe, with a disposition to be­
lieve, or that state of mind which induces faith. Had the 
question been, what is it that warrants a sinner to believe 
in Christ ; the obvious answer is, the gospel and that only. 
But if it were asked, what is it that inclines a sinner to be­
lieve ; the only answer is, that sacred influence by which 
he is renewed in the spirit of his mind. Yet both in the 
title and tenor of the work, this necessary and important 
distinction is too much overlooked. 

In the progress of his inquiry, Mr. Booth did not fail to 
animadvert pretty severely on some of the American writers 
whom he mentioned rather in terms of contempt; and the 
sentiments of Dr. Hopkins in particular, on the subject of 
regeneration and justification, he considered as "perni­
cious," and tending to "corrupt the gospel." His pamph­
let soon crossed the Atlantic, where it was attentively ex­
amined by Dr. Hopkins, who transmitted to a friend on 
this side the water, a comphite refutation of several of Mr. 
Booth's positions, accompanied with some pointed strictures 
on the temper of his performance, and the inconclusive 
nature of his reasonings. The respect entertained for Mr. 
Booth, did not permit the printing of this valuable manu­
script, and it obtained only a private circulation; for, what­
ever difference of opinion might exist on some speculative 
points, all parties were agreed in paying homage to his 
character. Mr. Fuller apologized to Dr. Hopkins, for Mr. 
Booth's manner of writing, and his seeming contempt for 
cotemporary authors, in a letter dated March 17, 1798; 
while he at the same time expressed his own opinion of the 
manuscript in question. 

" I sincerely thank you," says he, "for your remarks on 
Mr. Booth's performance; which every person of judgment 
who has seen them, within my knowledge, considers as a 
decisive refutation. When his piece first came out, I was 
in London. I looked into it, and soon after called upon 
him. I told him, as to his first part, I had no objection to 
it, except this; that it seemed to imply that sinners were 
very willing- to come to Christ, if the door was but open; 
and all that appeared to be wanting was a right or 'warrant' 
to come. But as to his second part, I was fully persuaded 
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that he was wrong, and that I could prove him so. To 
which he made scarcely any other reply than saying he sup­
posed I should not approve of it. 

I have remarked the effects of his pamphlet on the pub­
lic mind. Some of our monthly editors have bestowed 
indiscriminate praise, without at all understanding the 
ground of the controversy. People in general do not seem 
to comprehend his design. They can see no object he has 
in view, or who, or what he means to oppose, except one. 
They think his first part savours of an agreement with me ; 
and reckon, therefore, that the whole book was written in 
order to favour my sentiments on the duty of sinners to be­
lieve in Christ. I have been asked for a copy of my first 
piece on that subject; and when I have answered, it is out 
ofprint: 'Well,' it has been said, 'I will get Mr. Booth's 
book ; I reckon they are pretty much alike.' In short, I 
do not think it will do any harm, owing chiefly to its ob­
scurity. 

You are mistaken, however, in Mr. Booth's character; 
and as for his manner of writing, it may admit of some 
apology. He is an upright, godly, learned man. But­
(1.) He is a generation older than Sutcliffe, Pearce, or 
myself; and perhaps it may be owing to this that he is less 
attenti1•e to any thing we write.-(2.) He is a great ad­
mirer of Owen, Vitringa, Venema, &c. and seems to sup­
pose that they have gone to the ne plus ultra of discovery. 
(3.) Having written a pretty large and valuable work, en­
titled, "Pedobaptism Examined on the Principles, Conces­
sions, and Reasonings of the most learned Pedobaptists," 
he there got into such a habit of quotation, that he seems 
unable to write half a dozen pages without it. And though 
I believe him to be as honest a man as any in the world, 
I will not say that he is destitute of what on both sides of 
the water, for aught I know, may be called 'British pride.'* 
I attribute his misrepresentations of your sentiments to this 
spirit, by which he was prevented from a patient and can­
did examination of the whole of what you say, rather than 
to any unworthy design; for of this he is utterly inca­
pable." 

Mr. Fuller and his connections certainly had a very high 
esteem for the writings of President Edwards, and others 
of the New-England school, which they read with consid-

* This alludes to Mr. Booth's frequently calling hls opponent the 
".llmerican Doctor." 
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siderable advantage; and to that bulwark of the Calvinistic 
system, Edwards's treatise on the Freedom of the Will, 
Mr. Fuller acknowledged himself indebted for his first 
right views on the subject of moral obligation. But that 
he indiscriminately adopted the sentiments of these writers, 
or admitted all their reasonings, is far from being true. In 
the same letter to Dr. Hopkins, from which the above ex-
tracts are taken, are the following paragraphs: 1 

" I am not sure that your idea of God being ' the author 
of sin,' is essentially different from the notion of those 
Calvinists who consider sin as the object of divine decree : 
but I am satisfied of this, that to say 'God is the author of 
sin,' does so naturally convey to almost every mind the ideas 
that God is the friend and approver of sin ; that we are 
mere passive instruments, and that he himself being the 
grand agent, ought only to be accountable for it,-that I 
should think, by using it, I conveyed ideas directly contra­
ry to James i. 13. And I must say, that the whole of that 
passage, taken together, appears to me to represent an im­
portant truth, which your manner of writing seems to over­
look; and which is thus expressed by 1.H' Laui·in, in his 
sermon on the passage,-' Whatever dishonourable thoughts 
sinful men may have of God to the contrary, yet it is a 
truth clearly evident, that God is infinitely free from the 
blame of their sins.'* ·Your observations on the passage, 
in vol. i. p. 213, of your system, go only to prove that your 
views do not represent God as tempting men to sin, or as 
being tempted himself to sin: but you do not observe the 
opposition in the context, that evil is n/Jt to be ascribed to 
God, ver. 13-15; that every good and perfect gift, 
especially regeneration, is to be ascribed to God, ver. 16 
-18. 

I have enjoyed great pleasure in reading many of your 
metaphysical pieces, and hope those who can throw light 
on evangelical subjects in that way, will continue to write. 
But I have observed that wherever an extraordinary man 
has been raised up, like President Edwards, who has ex­
celled in some particular doctrines, or manner of reasoning, 
it is usual for his followers and admirers too much to con­
fine their aueution to his doctrines or manner of reasoning, 
as though all excellence was there concentrated. I allow 
that your present writers do not implicitly follow Edwards, 
u to bis sentiment~, but that you preserve a spirit of free 

• Sermons and Essays, p. 31. 
X2 
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inquiry: yet I must say, it appears to me that several of 
your younger men possess a rage of imitating his metaphys­
ical manner, till some of them become metaphysic mad. 
I am not without some of Mr. Scott's apprehensions, lest 
by such a spirit, the simplicity of the gospel should be lost, 
and truth amongst you stand more in the wisdom of men, 
than in the power of God." 

There were also some half taught geniuses at home, 
who were smattering away on the subject of human obliga­
tion, to the neglect of the great doctrines of the gospel; 
and of this, Mr. Fuller was sufficiently aware. In a letter 
which he addressed to the President of the Bristol Acade­
my, he thus expressed himself. "I earnestly wish the 
students may steer clear of the ditch and the quagmire. It 
is of vast importance for a minister to be decidedly on the 
side of God, against himself as a sinner, and against an 
apostate world. Nor is it less important that he have an 
ardent love to Christ, and the gospel of salvation by free 
grace. I wish they n;ay so believe, and feel, and preach 
the truth, as to find their message an important reality, 
influencing their own souls, and those of others. Let them 
beware of so preaching doctrine as to forget to declare all 
the coimsel of God, all the precepts of the word. Let them 
equally beware of so dwelling upon the perceptive part of 
Scripture, as to forget the grand principles on which alone 
it can be carried into effect." In reference also to this 
subject, he afterwards delivered a sermon at the Oakham 
Association, on the importance of making the common sal­
ntion the leading theme of the ministry, and the first object 
of christian attachment. "It has frequently Leen the case, 
(said he,) that some one particular topic has formed the 
character of an age or generation of men ; and this topic 
bas been hacknied in almost every place, till the public 
mind has become weary of it; while other things of equal 
importance have been overlooked. Both preachers and 
hearers are in danger of making light of common truths, 
and of indulging in a spirit of curious speculation. This 
will render preaching rather an entertainment, than a ben­
efit to the soul. We are commanded to feed the church of 
God ; not their fancies, or imaginations, nor merely their 
understandings, but their renewed minds. It indicates a 
vicious taste, and affords a manilest proof of degeneracy, 
where the common salvation is slighted, and matters of re­
finement eagerly pursued. The doctrine of Christ crucifi­
ed is foll of the wisdom of God and will furnish materials 
for the strongest powers : let this, therefore, be our darling 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 

theme." This advice was exemplified in a high degree by 
the person who gave it; scarcely any one in Mr. Fuller's 
connections dwelt so frequently and with so much delight, 
on the great principles of the gospel as he did himself: and 
it was matter of grief to him that they were not more re­
garded in the general strain of preaching. 

On other occasions also Mr. Fuller dissented from the 
opinions of the American writers, and as freely stated his 
own convictions. The Sermon he preached at the Bedford 
Union having found its way to America, Dr. Hopkins 
offered some strictures upon it, which elicited the following 
remarks from the author. "Dr. Hopkins thinks, (says he,) 
that l have given up the doctrine of disinterested love, 
because I have observed concerning David, when he said 
< Here I am, let him do with me as seemeth good in his 
sight,' that he could not mean by this, If God have no 
love to my soul, I submit to be for ever separated from him: 
for such submission is not required of any who lives under 
a dispensation of mercy.-1 have writlen an answer to Dr. 
Hopkins, in which I have defended that position. He is a 

• mighty reasoner: but on this subject I feel my ground. 
Should he furnish a reply, the correspondence may hereaf­
ter be published." 

Much as he approved of the able Discoures of Dr. Jona­
than Edwards, on the .consistency of the atonement with 
the doctrine of free grace, "l object, (says he,) to Edwards's 
account of public justice, as being too indefinite. It compri­
ses, he says ' all moral goodness, and properly means the 
righteousness or rectitude of God, by which all his actions 
are guided, with a supreme regard to the greatest good.' 
But if puhlic justice comprises 'all moral goodness,' it com­
prises the exercise of goodness or good will to his creatures. 
But to sav that Christ died to satisfy goodness, would be 
strange. "Public justice is tbat exp~ession of tbe divine 
character which has a special regard to what is i-iglit: its 
province is to guard the rights of moral government, and 
take care that the divine authority be not impaired." 

Had it not been for the insinuations alluded to at the be­
ginning of this Chapter, and for the wish which some others 
discovered, to identify Mr. Fuller with the American 
writers for the purpose of reproach, and to repre~ent him 
as being the importer of a foreign system of theology, it 
could not ha,•e been necessary to adduce the~e extracts 
from his private correspondence, to show that he could not 
justly be so identified, or that he was capable of thinking 
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for himself; nor indeed is it even now necessary; for set­
ting aside all party prejudices, no one acquainted with Mr. 
Fuller's writings can doubt that they display an independent 
and original cast of mind, rarely to be met with in modern 
authors. The reader, therefore, will excuse this digression, 
and we will turn again to Mr. Booth. 

Having published his Glad Tidings, under the full con­
viction that Mr. Fuller's sentiments were defective and 
erroneous, he rested satisfied in having taken up an inrni­
nerable position in the doctrine of regeneration by the word 
of God ; and herein, as he supposed, Jay the main strength 
of his performance. In conver8ation with a friend upon the 
subject, January, 1798, Mr. Booth observed, that he had 
consulted nearly twenty bodies of divinity, all of which COB• 

firmed his statement of the connection between faith and 
regeneration ; and that if any one could fairly answer his 
reasoning in page 155 of the first edition of his Glad 
Tidings, he woulc.1 givC' up the whole of his performance ; 
for on that reasoning, the strength of his position depended. 

This implied challenge being reported to Mr. Fuller, he 
,·ery attentively re-examined the passage, and communi­
cated his thoughts to the Editor of these Memoirs, who 
afte1 wards submitted them to Mr. Booth's inspection, but 
without receiving any answer. The reader will find some 
interest in pursuing this little piece of controversy between 
these two eminent men, which has not before transpired, 
though the substance of it may have been wrought into 
some of Mr. Fuller's later publications. 

The invincible position, on which Mr. Booth so con­
fidently relied, is as follows:-

" If satan laid the foundation of his kingdom amongst 
men, by the use of language replete with infernal false­
hood; it cannot be absll/d to maintain, that the spiritual 
dominion of Christ in the hearts of sinners commences 
under the salutary operation of divine truth. If the father 
of lies, by words of deceit, without any previous physical 
influence on the me,ntal powers, polluted the imagination, 
obscured the understanding, and corrupted the heart of 
Eve, when in hC'r primitive state, and under a strong bias 
to obedience; why should it be denied that the Holy Spirit, 
Ly the word of truth, without any preparatory agency on 
the soul, enlightens the mind, impresses the con:a:cience, ancl 
gives a new turn to the heart of one that is dead in sin 1 

As the first inclination to evil, in the human heart, when 
perfectly pure, was produced without any previous phy-
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sical influence by the lie of Satan; we are led by analogy, 
equally as by the language of scripture, to consider the 
first holy tendency, in a heart that is totally corrupt, as 
produced by the truth of God, without any preparato1y 
agency." 

lllr. Fuller replies to tltis notion of Regeneration by the 
Word, in the following manner. 

Mr. Booth's argument is entirely drawn from two sup­
posed opposites. Arguing from opposites is ,•ery safe, 
provided there be an opposition in that point wherein the 
argument consists. Let us examine whether this be the 
case in the present instance. 

The cases are,-the origin of euil in a creature free from 
sin, and the origin of good in a creature free from righte­
ousness. 

According to Mr. Booth, the origin of evil is found in a 
discredit of the word: Ergo, the origin of good will be 
found in a credit of the word. 

Again: There was no evil bias antecedently to Eve's 
discrediting the wor<l : Ergo, there is 110 holy I.Jias given 
to the heart antececlently to believing the word. 

Thus for Mr. Booth: let us now proceed a step farther. 
Eve was wrought upon, for aught appears, merely by 

moral suasion, without any supernatural i11fluence: she 
was i:1fluenced by words, or motives, as creatures influence 
one another. Ergo, we are wrought upon in regeneration 
merely in the same way, by moral suasion only; liy words, 
or motives, and without any supernatural inlluence what­
ever. 

This is worse than Arminianism itself, which admits at 
least of some kind of divine influence. Here Mr. Booth 
would dissent: but why should he 1 It is an argument 
arising from his own principles. 

He would however admit a dilferPnce between the two 
cases. Eve's min<l, he would sily, though free from sin, 
was not invnlnerable to evil. but the heart of a sinner, who 
is far from righteousness, is invulnerable to every thing 
but the arm of Jehovah. Isaiah liii. I. And by admitting 
this, he would- destroy his argument from opposites; see­
incr the opposition does not hold in that part wherein the 
argument consists. • . . . 

But is it not true, that the human mrnd 1s 10 1111 cases 
drawn into exercise by motives 1 I believe it is. The 
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question then will turn upon this hinge: In what manner 
does the Holy Spirit influence the mind, so as to give effi­
cacy to those powerful motives which are addressed to it 
in the gospel 7 Is it by giving an additional energy to the 
motives, which they do not in themselves poi;sess; or is it 
by giving to the soul a susceptibility of truth 1-The an­
swer to this question must be decided by the scriptures. 

Now the scriptures represent blindness of mind, and 
hardness of heart, as the reason why men cannot believe. 
John xii. 3!:I, 40. But if these things be the only bar to 
believing, is it unreasonable to suppose, that divine influ­
ence should be exerted in the removal of them 1 Does not 
the manner of speaking which the scriptures use, convey 
to us this idea ;-That in turning a sinner to himself, God 
not only presents the light before him, but gives him eyes 
to see; that he not only proclaims to him the joyful sound, 
but gives him ears to hear it 7 Or, to speak without a figure, 
that he not only presents the truth, but gives him a heart 
to understand it, in order that he may convert and be 
healed? 

Nothing can operate as a motive, unless the mind be 
susceptible of it: the most powerful motives furnished by 
the gospel are therefore no motives to an unrenewed mind. 
Ilut if the Lord open the heart, we attend to the things 
that are spoken. He has also promised to put his law 
into the inward parts, and to write it in the hearts of sin­
ners. Jer. xxxi. 33. But seeing their hearts are repre­
sented as stone, on which nothing makes impression, how 
could this be affected? By taking away the heart of stone, 
and giving a heart of flesh. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

Mr. Booth accuses this sentiment of "enthusiasm :" 
but why so 7 Perhaps he can form no idea of any divine 
influence, except that which is by means of the word. And 
can he form an idea of any influence by the word 7 We 
can conceive of the influence of motives upon the mind, 
that is, of the word itself; but not of any additional energy 
being given to those motives, which they did not in them­
selves possess. 

But are we not said to be begotten 'by the word of truth 1' 
We are : but the terms begotten, regenerated, quickened, 
born again, do not appear to be used by the sacred writ1:rs 
in a metaphysical sense; that is, they are not designed 
to convey the idea merely of that 'heart to understand,' 
which is given in order to comersion; (Deut. xxix. 4. 
John xii. 40.) but the whole of that change by which a sin• 
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ner becomes a saint. I do not think that in scripture 
regeneration denotes one stage of that change, and conver: 
sion another; but that they are figurative representations of 
the same thing, which is sometimes called regeneration, 
sometimes conversion, sometimes a resurrection, and some­
times a creation. In this sense, therefore, I believe regen­
eration to be by the word of God; and which I think is con­
sistent with a divine influence, giving a heart to understand, 
that we may be converted and be healed; or tbat this in­
fluence is exerted previously to a voluntary and cordial re­
ception of the truth. 

I know not how Mr. Booth will make it appear, that 
faith and regeneration are coeval in the order of nature. 
In whatever sense he considers faith, his argument from 
opposites, and maintaining that regeneration is by the word, 
renders this coexistence inconsistent. If he considers faith 
as the belief of the word, which his argument from oppo­
sites requires, and yet ascribes regeneration to it, then 
faith must precede regeneration, as the cause necessarily 
precedes the effect. 

But if he considers faith as "a reliance on Christ for 
salvation," and the belief of the word as a matter "pre­
supposed," as he has stated it in page 3; then regenera­
tion must precede faith. Eve he considers as being de­
praved Ly the belief of. a lie, and a sinner as being regen­
rated by the belief of the truth: but if SC', regeneration is 
effected by that which is even previous to faith, or which is 
" presupposed by it:" it must therefore itself be previous 
to faith, or to "a reliance on Christ for salvation." 

Not deeming the above remarks worthy of attention, 
Mr. Booth published a new and enlarged edition of his 
pamphlet, in 1800. The Rev. Thomas Scott, author of a 
valualJle commentary on the Bible, having laid Lefore the 
public his thoughts on " the nature and warrant of faith," 
in reference to Mr. Booth's performance, Mr. Fuller was 
solicited to give a review of both these pamphlets in one 
of the monthly journals; and when he had done so, it gave 
considerable offence to Mr. Booth. He also noticed some 
of his arguments in a new edition of his treatise on Faith, 
which made its appearance soon after, and which was by 
no means palatable to the author of Glad Tidings; who by 
this time began to complain that his antagonist " was al­
ways in pursuit of him." . . . 

A few friendly explanations, however, were sufficient to 
adjust the present misunderstanding between the parties, 
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who continued to maintain their respective differences of 
sentiment, without any hinderance to a cordial intercourse. 
But unfortunately, another subject for controversy started 
up, which placed them again in a state of opposition. 
Some of the monthly editors, as well as others, endeavour­
ed to represent Mr. Fuller as having abandoned his princi­
ples on the subject of Particular Redemption; placing its 
peculiarity not in the degree ot Christ's sufferings, or in 
any want of sufficiency as to the nature of the atonement, 
but merely in the sovereignty of God respecting its appli­
cation. This was reckoned an error of such magnitude, 
as ought to sink him in the esteem of religious people; 
and had the words of Calvin himself been quoted on this 
subject, they would have been sufficient in the account 
?f some modern Calvinists, to prove even him an Armin­
ian. 

Instead of abandoning his former views, Mr. Fuller 
avowed the same principle at the commencement of the 
presPnt control'ersy, as he afterwards maintained in his 
later publications. In his Reply to Mr. Dan Taylor, pp. 
63, 64, his words are : 

"I suppose Philanthropos is not ignorant that Calvinists 
in ge1H·ral have considered the particularity of redemption 
as consisting not in the degree of Christ's sufferings, as 
though he mu~t have suffered more, ii more sinners had 
been finally saved, or in auy insufficiency that attended 
them; but in the sovereign pwpose and design of the Fa­
ther and the Son, whereby they were constituted, or ap­
pointed, the price of their redemption; the objects of that 
redemption ascertained, and the ends to be answered by 
the whole transaction determined. They suppose the suf­
ferings of Christ, in themsell!es considered, are of infinite 
value; sufficient lo have saved all the world, and a thous­
and worlds, if it had pleased God to have constituted 
them the price of their redemption, and made them effec­
tual to that end. These views of the subject accord with 
my own." 

It is true, Mr. Fuller at the same time represents Christ 
as dyinl? in th~ character of a shepherd for his flock, as a 
husband for l11s church, and a surely for his people; but 
each of these particulars is adduced merely in proof of 
a speciality of de,,i{!n in the death of Christ, a~<l not of 
the Wilnt of any sufficiency in the nature of the atonement 
itself. E1·ery charge, therPfore, of his having relinquished 
his sentiments, founded on these arguments, must be nuga-
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tory. It is manifest he then thought, as he did afterwards, 
that the obedience and death of Christ, in themselves con­
sidered, were like the sun in the heavens, necessary for an 
individual, but sufficient for a world; sufficient for all, but 
effectual only to the elect, and tliat in consequence of the 
sovereign design of the Father and the Son respecting the 
atonement. 

On the appearance, however, of t!ie second edition ~f 
Mr. Fuller's treatise on Faith, in which these sentiments 
were reviewed, and subsequently to a clamour raised by 
the dread of an imaginary innovation, Mr. Booth classed 
himself amougst the body of alarmists; and in September, 
1803, preached a sermon at the monthly meeting, which 
was afterwards published, under the title of "Divine Justice 
essential to the Divine Character." Desirous of prevent­
ing any future misunderstanding, and of continuing in 
friendship with a man whom Mr. Fuller so highly esteem­
ed, he addressed the following letter to the author of the 
sermon, soon after its delivery, and previous to its publica­
tion: 

October 19, 1803. 
"Dear Sir, 

"I am informed that in a sermon which you lately deliv­
ered at the monthly meeting, you were understood to have 
made ' a smart attack upon me;' that you were requested 
to print the sermon ; and that you expressed a design to 
publish something more substantial on the subject than a 
single sermon, or to that effect. From the account I have 
received of your sermon, I should- conceive there is noth­
ing in it but what I believe and approve, except the mis­
statement given of my sentiments. 

" In the letter which I wrote to you last May, previous 
to my calling upon you as you desired, I assured you that 
a cordial reconciliation would give me great pleasure, and 
l expressly requested that it might be cordial, or not at all. 
Such it was on my part, and such I understood it to he on 
yours. It is true, that in your letter of April 1, 1803, 
while you expressed your sorrow for having misunderstood, 
and so misrepresented me, you intimated that you were 
"exceedingly averse from the necessary consequences of 
certain tenets, which, if you rightly understood me, I had 
avowed." But in the same letter you proposed, if provi­
dence should permit, to 'lay your sentiments on these sub­
jects before me.' To this I replied in my letter of Mar 

y 
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8th, that 'as to any thing you might find leisure and incli­
nation to communicate, I should be happy to read and con­
sider it.' 

"Now, Sir, after all this, and without any thing new oc­
curring, that I know of, I should not have expected to hear 
of your publicly attacking me, as having advanced what 
was ' near to nonsense,' and proposing to write largely on 
the subject. I should have thought, if truth had been 
your only object, you would have tried whether I might 
not be convinced of my supposed error by the means 
which you first proposed; namely, that of " laying before 
me your sentiments.' If, however, you determine other­
wise, so be it. 

" In order to prevent as far as possible any unnecessary 
disputation that might arise from misapprt'>hension, I will 
add a few things respecting the sentiment which I presume 
you mean to oppose. Of this, I thin]{, you canuot com­
plain, as it will save you some unpleasant reflections. If 
my information be correct, you define redemption to be 
'deliverance by price.' To this I have no objection. I 
also freely allow, that 'the application of redemption is not 
redemption:' it is the carrying of the work of redemption 
into effect, and is accomplished by the agency of the Ho­
ly Spirit. Nor does the peculiarity of redemption consist 
in such application. To say it did, would indeed be deny­
ing the doctrine; and not only approaching ' near to non­
i;:ense,' but plunging into it. Dut whether I have always 
happily expressed myself or not, it never was my design to 
convey any sucl'i idea. 

" It is true, that from what I have heard of yonr objec­
tions, I really thought I must have somewhere stated, 'that 
the peculiarity of redemption lay in the sovereignty of its 
application;' and I possibly may have admitted this state­
ment in conversation, if not in writing. But if I have, I 
meant to use the word redemption not in a proper, but 
metonymical sense; not for deliverance, but that by which 
it was obtained; in which sense it is used, if I mistake 
not, in Romans iii. 24, as being that through which we 
are justified. . 

"On looking over what I have written, however, in the 
second edition of my treatise on Faith, p. 109, I find what 
I have stated to be this : ' The peculiarity which attends 
the atonement, consists not in its insufficiency to save more 
than are saved ; but in the 8overeig11ty of its application.' 
And what this sovereign application of the atonement is 
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l have explained in more places than one; namely, the 
purpose or design of the Father and the Son concerning it; 
whose intention it was that what was sufficient for all, 
should be appropriated or applied to a part, the atonement 
being offered and accepted as the price of their redemp­
tion. Whether every passage I have written on this sub­
ject be so clearly expressed as to be incapable of any other 
construction or not, I never meant to place the peculiarity 
of redemption in its application ; but in the previous de­
sign of which it is the result. If you look into my reply 
to Philanthropos, you will find the same sentiment; and I 
never understood that you objected to it till after I had re­
viewed your Glad Tidings. 

" To say that the peculiarity of redemption consists in 
the design of the Father and the Son, that the atonement 
should be effectual to the redemption of the elect, is very 
different from saying ' the peculiarity of redemption lies in 
its application;' and it is only by this misstatement that 
you have made 'nonsense' of it. The distinction which I 
always from the time of writing my reply to Philanthropos 
meant to holtl out was, between what the death of Christ 
was in itself adapted to, and sufficient for, and what it ioas 
designed by the Father and tlie Son actually to accomplish ; 
a distinction which, you must know, belongs not to the 
system of Arminius, but to that of his opponents. 

"You may easily conceive, Sir, it cannot be agreeable to 
me to repel public attacks by private explanations. It is 
what I would not do to any man of the same age with my­
self. I have done so, however, to you, now a second time. 
I hope after this, if I am publicly opposed, whether from 
the pulpit or the press, my sentiments will not be misrep­
resented. If when fairly stated, they can be overturned, 
so let them be." 

Mr. Booth, after a few months, published his Sermon on 
"Divine Justice; to which is subjoined an Appendix," 
containing a repetition of the identical misstatements point­
ed out in the above letter, and which were afterwards quot­
ed with a1,plause in other publications. Hapless indeed is 
the fate of such an author, who must be compelled to be­
lieve against his will, and to admit of sentiments which he 
utterly disavows I . 

Between Mr. Fuller and Mr. Booth, however, there was 
no contrariety of opinion as to "divine justice being essen­
tial to the divine character," nor as to the absolute neces­
tity oC the atonement to reconcile the exercise of mercy 
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with the rights of justice, and the grounds on which the be­
liever is accounted righteous before God. On these points 
they were perfectly agreed. The difference chiefly relates 
to what precise ideas ought to be attached to the terms sub­
stitution and imputation. Mr. Booth conceived that Mr. 
Fuller had expressed himself in too general terms respect­
ing the extent of the atonement, as opening a way where­
by the whole race of man miglit be saved, as far as respects 
sufficiency in the atonement, though the number who shall 
ultimately receive the advantage of it, is limited by the di­
vine sovereignty. He therefore contended that Christ rep­
resented a certain number only, whose sins and deserved 
punishment were transferred to him; and to whom, on the 
contrary, his obedience and sufferings arc imputed, as form­
ing their justifying righteousness. 

On the subject of imputation, Mr. Fuller repeatedly in­
sisted that there could be no medium between Christ's be­
ing really considered as a sinner, in his substitutional cu­
pacity, and his being treated for our sakes as tlwugli he 
were one; and that as Mr. Booth rejected the latter as too 
vague and indefinite, he must of necessity embrace the 
former alternative. Mr. Booth, however, with just abhor­
rence abjures the idea of charging the Redeemer with guilt 
in any other sense than by imputation; yet he speaks of 
him as being every thing but a sinner, and uses some ex­
pressions too nearly akin to those which make him really 
such. He also insinuates as if Mr. Fuller had denied the 
imputation of Christ's righeousness, while he maintained 
the imputation of its effects, and represents this as an ab­
surdity. Whereas Mr. Fuller had said, that the imputa­
tion of Christ's righteousness to a believer, is the treating 
him as righteous through Christ, by justifying and glorify­
ing him, as if lie were really rigliteous ; and so far as re­
lat.es to treatment, he is accounted righteous, but in his re­
al character, God must ever view him as a sinner. 

In the Appendix to this Sermon, where the points in dis­
pute are more directly investigated, there is a total misap­
prehension of Mr. Fuller's meaning, and indeed a total mis­
representation of his words. In spite of all remonstrance, 
he again represents him as saying, that " the particularity 
of the atonement consists in the sovereign pleasure of God, 
with regard to its application;" leaving it implied, that Mr. 
Fuller had not included the existence of any predetermin­
ation, or that God had any special design to accomplish by 
the death of Christ. 
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This hopeless piece of business issued in a correspon­
dence, not between Mr. Fuller and Mr. Booth, (for with 
the former the latter declined to communicate) but between 
Mr. Booth and Dr. Ryland, through whom he received Mr. 
Fuller's statements. The substance of this correspond­
ence was afterwards given to the public, in a dialogue be­
tween "Peter, James, and John ;"'II< in which the points in 
dispute are fairly stated. It is true indeed that this mode 
of writing is liable to strong objections, as it invariably 
gh·es to the dialogist the palm of victory; but that Mr. 
Booth's sentiments and reasonings are not misrepresented, 
there is the fullest assurance from the well known integ­
rity of the writer, and the unimpeachable veracity of his 
friend, the late Dr. Ryland, who addressed to Mr. Booth 
a private remonstrance, from which the following are ex­
tracts: 

"As to Mr. Fuller, if I. should find llny thing in which 
he has expressed himself inaccurately, I will tell liim of 
it myself; but I will not have the remotest hand in furnish­
ing the many professors, who dislike him for opposing their 
attempts to annihilate duty, with a term of reproach, that 
has with them far more weight than twenty scriptural ar­
guments. That a man who is continually employed for 
God, and has ably defended the cause of God against the 
most mischievous foes of the truth, should be held up as 
an object of suspicion and dislike, while the most injudi­
cious and inconsiderate distortions of Calvinism are suf­
fered to pass unnoticed, is to me a matter of unspeakable 
surprise." 

The only design of the writer in reviewing these recol­
lections, is to do justice to the memory of his departed 
friend, and lo prevent as far as possible, the repetition of 
those misstatements, relative to Mr. Fuller's sentimants, 
which have already been too often encouraged. No one 
acquainted with the character of Mr. Booth, can forbear to 
venerate his memory ; but it is undeniable, that his tenaci­
ty for a system, and his dread of innovation, subjected him 
to impressions not the most favourable to free and candid 
inquiry. It was a matter of grief to Mr. Fuller, that he 
had to encounter opposition from a man whom he could 
never approach hut with sentiments of reverential esteem, 

* Vide Dialogues, Letters, and Essays. Chap. vii. Memoirs, pp. 
189,190. 
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and he often mentioned it with regret ; especially as that 
opposition was demanded, and might have been effective, 
in another quarter. The collision between such eminent 
individuals, like two jarring worlds, passing in opposite di­
rections with their blaze of light, cannot fail to be inter­
esting, though only some of their remoter angles came in 
contact ; and it will be wise and honourable in the friends 
of both, to imitate their virtues, and avoid their imperfec-
tionsj, . . . 

In what light the principal subjects of the present con­
troversy were considered in other parts of the kingdom, 
will appear in the two following articles. 

Conversation with a friend at Edinburgh, on tlte subject of 
Particular Redemption, in 1805. 

S. Mr. Booth has published a Sermon, the appendix to 
which is understood ·to be directed against you. 

F. I suppose so. 
S. He intimates, does he not, that you place the pecu­

liarity of redemption in its application? 
F. I think he does not express himself just so; but thi1t 

those whom he opposes, place it in the application of the 
atonement. • 

S. And do you place it in the application, call it which 
you will, of redemption or of the atonement 1 

F. No, I do not. 
S. In what then 7 
F. In the sovereign pleasure of God, with regard to its 

application. In other words, In the design of the Father 
and the Son, respecting the PERSONS TO WHOM 1T SHALL 

BE APPLIED, 

S. Indeed 1 And is that all you have asserted on that 
subject? 

P. So far as I remember, it is-it is all that 1 believe. 
S. But there is a great difference between the peculiar­

ity of redemption being placed in its application, and in 
the design of the Father and the Son, respecting its appli­
cation. 

F. True ; as great as between election and vocation. 
The one is the work of the Holy Spirit in time; the other 
is the purpose of God before time. 

S. And is it poi;sible for Mr. Booth to have so far mis­
taken your meaning r 
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F. Yes, and more than this : He has actually quoted 
my words in proof of what they DISPROTE. .My words, as 
stated by himself at the beginning of his appendix, are­
" The particularity of the atoneme~t consists in the sov­
ereign pleasure of God, with i·egard to its application." 
And this is alleged in proof, that I confound the atone­
ment with its application! I consider particular redemp­
tion as merely a branch of ·election, or as the great design 
of election running through all the works of God. In giv­
ing his Son to die, he kept this design in view. In sending 
his gospel, he d_oes the same. Not that the one was in it­
self insufficient to atone for more, or the other to make more 
wise unto salvation, than are so made; but all is applied 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things 
according to the counsel of his own will. 

S. That is just the idea of the apostle, in Ephes. i. "He 
bath blessed us with all spiritual blessings .... accordiiig 
as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the 
world." But what do you mean, and what end i~ answer­
ed, by maintaining the sufficiency of the atonement to save 
more than God purposed to save 7 

F. I consider that if one sinner only had been saved 
consistently with justice, it required to be by the s.ime all­
perfect obe<lirnce unto death: and this being yicl<led, is it­
self equally adapted to ·save a world as an individual, pro­
vided a world believed in it. And as to the end answered 
by it, you allow, and .Mr. Booth allows, that sinners with­
out distinction are invited to believe in Christ. 

S. True. • 
F. If there be a sufficiency in Christ's death, beyond 

what is ac,tually accomplished by it, there is a ground iu 
the nature of things for such invitations. But if not, a 
great part of mankind will be found at last to have been 
invited to believe and partake of that which had no exist­
ence. They are not only invited to do that which is mor­
ally impossible, in which there is no contradiction ; but 
that which is physically impossible: for how could they 
believe in Christ for salvation, if the salvation of Christ 
was insufficient for them 1 Instead of saying, "Come, 
for all things are ready;" according to such a notion, we 
should say, "Come, though it may be, nothing is ready if 
you were to come." I know Mr. Booth talks of a waste 
of Jove ; but he might as well talk of what was done for 
the unbelievers in the wilderness as a waste of love, or of 
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the gospel being sent to thousands who never receive it, as 
a waste of love. 

Another Conversation, on the Atonement and Substitution 
of Christ. 

Arriving at Dundee, I presently found myself amidst a 
circle of friends, ministers, and others, who requested me 
to give my ideas of the Atonement and Substitution of 
Christ. The substance of what passed, as nearly as I 
can recollect, was as follows : 

I consider the atonement as a divine extraordinary expe­
dient, for the exercise of mercy consistently with justice. 

With respect to the Saviour being our Substitute, perhaps 
my ideas may appear by a few connected observations. 

God, as the moral governor of the world, delights to im­
part his favour in reward ofobedience; like a wise and good 
parent, who not only loves his children, but loves righte­
ousness also, and therefore bestows his gifts in reward of 
it.-" Well."-If man had continued in obedience, God 
would have poured forth all the fulness of his heart, all the 
blessings of eternal life in reward of it.-" Well."-But 
man became a rebel, and God hath nothing left in our 
world to reward. 

"True; and what then 1" 
God must either withhold his favours, and instead of 

them, inflict his displeasure; or bestow them in some other 
way.-" WelL"-He has not withheld his favour, bnt has 
bestowed it in some other way.-" In what way 1"-He 
has given his own Son, from mere self-moved goodness; and 
not as the reward of any thing done by any one.-" Well." 
-He has also blessed a certain number of the human race 
with ~II spiritual blessings, in reward of his obedience unto 
death. He being made a curse, all who believe in him are ex­
empted from it; and yielding full obedience to the law, God 
rewarded him by justifying and saving them at his request, 
and for his sake. The death of Christ was a satisfaction to 
justice; not by the letter of the law having taken its 
course ; but God having hereby expressed his displeasure 
against sin, the spirit of it is preserved and honoured, 
though the believing sinner is pardoned. God is so well 
pleased with the obedience and death of his Son, that he 
gives him all he asks; and he asks our salvation. There 
is no sin so great, but he can forgive it; nor blessing so 
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rich, but he can bestow it for his sake. Every petition 
presented in his name is stue to succeed. 

"But is there nothing in the substitution of Christ which 
renders our salvation a matter of rig!tt 1" 

It is certainly consistent with right, and an exercise of 
remunerative justice towards Christ. But it is not so a 
matter of right, as not to be in every part of it an exercise 
of free grace towards us; n,or does it to us become a matter 
of claim. The ouly right or title that we have to it is in 
virtue of promise; and God never promises tliat which he 
could not in justice withhold. . 

"I have heard some persons speak of christians as claim­
ing salvation in virtue of Christ's death, and of sucing out 
their right to it." 

So have I, and have been greatly surprised at their arro­
gance. Could you talk in that strain upon your knees 7 

" If our salvation be an exercise of remunerative jus­
tice towards Christ; why is it not the same towards us 7" 

The union between Christ and us, though sufficiently 
close to afford a foundation for what we did, to be reckoned 
as if it were his, and what he did and suffered, as if it were 
ours; yet is not so intimate as for the actions of either to 
be those of the other. '\Ve talk of guilt being taken away 
by the death of Christ; and if by guilt we mean obnoxious­
ness to punishment, it i~ so. But if we mean desert of pun­
ishment, it is not so. Guilt in this sense is untransfera­
ble, aud must for ever attach to the offender. Sin and 
righteousness arc imputable, but not transferable, except 
in tliefr effects. The imputation of our sin to Christ con­
sists in the transfer of its effects; and the imputation of 
his righteousness to us consists in the same. God did not 
think his Son a sinner, and us innocent; but he treated 
each as if they were so. 

"But did not Christ ask for our being with him, in a 
way of claim ?" 

Not so as if it were not of grace : but God being so well 
pleased with his Son, desired him, if I may so speak, to 
ask what he would-and he asked our salvation. 

" But is not God said to be just, as well as faithful, in 
forgiving our sins 1" 

Yes; and he is said to be righteous, or rather, not un­
rigldeous to forget our Jabour of love. Yet you do not 
claim such rewards as an exercise of essential justice, or 
BO as to supersede grace. 
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ON THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S MERIT: 

In a Letter to the Rev. Dr. John Erskine. 

In Mr. Fuller's work on Deism, entitled, "The Gospel 
its own ,Vitness," he intimated in a Note, that he had "no 
doubt of the atonement of Christ being a perfect satisfac­
tion to divine justice; nor of his being worthy of all that 
was conferred upon him, and upon us for his sake; nor of 
that which to us is sovereign mercy being to him an exer­
cise of remunerative justice :- but he wished it to be con­
sidered, whether the moral Governor of the world was laid 
under such a kind of obligation to show mercy to sinners 
as a creditor is under to discharge a debtor, on having re­
ceived full satisfaction at the hands of a surety '! If he 
be, the writer was unable to perceive how there could be 
any room for free forgiveness on the part of God; or how 
it can be said that justice and grace harmonize in a sin­
ner's salvation." 

Dr. John Erskine ofEdinburgh,as well as some others, 
hesitated to admit this statement; and the following is 
Mr. Fuller's answer to his objections : 

"February 25, 1800. 
"Dear Sir, 

"I thank you for your free and friendly remarks upon 
my late publication. Your approbation of what I write, 
I can truly say, gives me great satisfaction; and your dis­
approbation of a certain part of it, induced me car,efully 
to re-examine it, lest I should be mistaken. If I could 
perceive that any thing I have written, detracts from the 
glory of my Redeemer's mediation, I should be very un­
happy. 

"You suggest an apprehension that the sentiment thrown 
out is inconsistent with our being directed to pray in the 
name of Christ, or on the ground of his merits, which you 
consider as our title to eternal life. Whether any thing I 
have written, really clashes with this sentiment or not, be 
assured that all my prayers and hopes are in the name of 
Christ; and his merit or worthiness is my only title to eter­
nal life. Perhaps, however, I may affix to these terms, ideas 
different from yours, and therein may consist all the differ­
ence between us. 

" 1 never liked to deal in scholastic terms, unless I could 
perceive they had a clear sense in them. I have therefore 
said nothing of the distinction between the merit of con-
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dignity, and the merit of congruity; but so far as I under­
stand these terms, they express what I mean. I appre­
hend that merit of the first kind is not only inapplicable 
to the virtuous exercises of creatures towards God, but 
such as cannot possibly be exercised towards an all-per­
fect Being by any one, whatever be his nature or charac­
ter. ·who bath given unto him? Even the goodness of 
Christ 'extendeth not to him, but to the saints that are in 
the earth.' ' 

"After the most serious an.cl attentive application to the 
subject, it appears to me that there is a real difference be­
tween satisfaction, merit, &c. as made in cases of debt and 
credit, and in cases of crime, where the injury respects 
character and government. In the one case, a full satis­
faction made by a surety to a creditor, precludes the exer­
cise of forgiving mercy on his part towards the debtor. But 
it is not so in the other, as I suppose, is sufficiently mani­
fest by the similitude in chapter iv. Part ii. The Scrip­
tures also appear to me always to represent the death of 
Christ as making perfect satisfaction to divine justice; not 
as conferring a benefit, which should lay the Father under 
a natural obligation, in some form to repay; but as doing 
that which was well pleasing in his sight, and which hi8 
infinite love of righteousness would necessarily induce him 
to reward. Ps. xv. 7. Isa.liii.10-12. John x. 17. Ephes. 
v. 2. Phil. ii. 6-1 I. • 

Christ was 'made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law.' By the law here I understand the 
covenant of works; for in no other character are we re­
deemed from under it. The covenant of works contained 
a threatening of death, in case of disobedience; and by 
implication a promise, in case of Qi{obedience. Christ by 
his sacrifice atoned for our breach of that covenant ; and 
this being connected with a course of unspotted obedience, 
he obtained for us a title to eternal life. But as it would 
have been only by a merit of congruity, had we kept the 
covenant, that we should have enjoyed eternal life ; does it 
not follow, that it was the same kind of merit by which we 
are reinstated in the divine favour? 1 do not mean to com­
pare the merit of Christ and that of the purest creatures, 
in point of worth, but merely as to its nature and kind; and 
which appears to me to be the only possible kind that can 
be exercised towards God. 

"Such, my dear and venerable friend, are the reasons 
for what I have advanced. You have wished me to revise 
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the N_ote, and to express myself a little differently, or put 
it into a hypothetical form, if I can do so consistently with 
my own views. l thank you for the interest you take in the 
acceptableness of my writings. It has also been suggested 
from another quarter, that by acknowledging spiritual bless­
ings bestowed on us, to be acts of remunerative justice to­
wards Christ, I have retracted, rather than explained the 
Note. Be it so then: if what I said before be inconsistent 
with this truth, I do retract it; though I musf assure you 
that I never intended any thing different. A. F." 

ON FAITH AND JUSTIFICATION: 

In a Letter to Mr. Maclean. 

In December, 1796, the Rev. Mr. Simeon of Cambridge 
was at Edinburgh, and preached a sermon from Mark xvi. 
15, 16. After it was printed, an anonymous writer ani­
madverted upon it in a pamphlet, entitled, "David and 
Jonathan;" which a gentleman in Edinburgh transmitted 
to Mr. Fuller, with his own remarks upon the subject. 
Mr. Fuller replied to his letter, and soon after received 
one from Mr. Maclean, who was supposed to be the author 
of the pamphlet; and to him the following letter was ad­
dressed, in answer to his objections. It is possible that 
most of the sentiments have been given under another 
form, in some of the Author's later publications; but as 
the letter itself is unpublished and entire, and contains a 
concise view of the principal points in dispute, it was 
judged expedient to give it an insertion in this place. 

"July, 1797. 
"Dear Sir, 

"If your letter had barely contained a statement of your 
ideas on certain subjects on which I have already fully 
written my mind, I might have declined a particular reply; 
and on account of bodily indisposition, and various neces­
sary avocations, this would have been much more agreeable 
to me. But by the consequences which you charge on my 
views of Faith and Justification, l am constrained to be ex­
plicit on that subject. 

"The substance of what has been advanced, in reference 
to these points, is reducible to three questions; namely, 
whether faith includes in it an exercise of the heart-if it 
does, whether it be not confounded with love and hope­
and whether it renders justification, after all, to be by works1 



MEMOIRS OF ANDREW FULLER, 277 

"I had asked, 'If faith be a mere assent of the understand­
ing, and have nothing of moral good in it, how can it be the 
object of command 1 How can it be a duty J' You answer, 
"By a mere assent of the understanding, you must mean 
a belief of the testimony of God, grounded upon his au­
thority and faithfulness. This you think has nothing of 
moral good in it." That I think a mere assent of the un­
derstanding has nothing of moral good in it, i,5 true; but 
why must I mean by a mere, assent of the understanding, a 
belief of the testimony of God, grounded upon his authority 
and faithfulness'/ The very point in dispute is, whether 
such a belief does not include more than a mere assent of 
the understanding. To suppose, therefore, that I must 
mean this, is to suppose that I must grant you the very 
point in dispute. 

•' The intellectual faculty, I suppose, is capable of nothing 
more than knowledge; but that faith or credence is some­
thing n1C\re than knowledge. A man may understand that 
which he does not believe; yet he cannot be said to dis­
believe it, if he understand nothing about it. An assent 
of the understanding is a matter of judgment, which re­
gards the meaning of the testifier, rather than of faith, 
which relates to the truth, of the testimony. And if it be 
merely an exercise of the understanding, that is, if it be 
not influenced by any bias of heart, it contains neither 
good nor evil of a moral .kind, but is purely natural. Such 
an assent is not an object of cornmand, is not a duty, nor 
is the opposite of it a sin. Diligent and impartial exami­
nation is a duty; but knowledge itself, I conceive is not. 
It is true there is a knowledge to which eternal life is 
promised, which is duty; and an ignorance which is 
threatened with divine vengeance, 2 Thes. i. 8, and which 
therefore must be sin. But neither is the former a mere 
exercise of the intellectual faculty, nor the latter a mere 
defect of that exercise. That ignorance which is threat­
ened with divine vengeance, you will allow, is a voluntary 
ignorance, which includes a mixture of that evil temper 
which hateth the light. John viii. 43. Hence it is called 
the blindness of tltc heart. Ephes. iv. 18: Hence also 
'David,' in his dialogue with 'Jonathan,' p. 15, very prop­
erly describes it as an evil eye. And I suppose that the 
knowledge to which eternal life is promised includes a 
mixture of holy love. When the terms ignorance and 
knowledge are used in this sense, which they frequently 

z 
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are in Scripture, I consider them as used, not in a literal 
but in a figurative sense, as when God is said not to know 
certain characters at the day of judgment. 

"David in his dialogue admits of the distinction between 
spiritual knowledge, and that which is merely speculative, 
though he contends, and very justly, that the latter "im­
plies some very essential imperfection and error." The 
i·eason of this imperfection and error is also very properly 
suggested by David. His words are-" After all that we 
can say of the speculative knowledge of practical truth, we 
must still remember that it implies some very essential im­
perfection and error." David here seems to intimate, that 
practical truth is not discernible by speculative knowledge. 

"Now what David calls speculative knowledge, l call a 
mere exercise of the intellectual or speculative faculty; 
and so for once we are agreed, that the knowledge of 
practical truth is more than a mere exercise of intellect. 
Again: what he calls spiritual knowledge, and which is 
the only true knowledge of practical truth, is the same as 
that which I have mentioned as having eternal life con­
nected with it. But that which is spfritual, whether it be 
knowledge or faith, cannot be a mere exercise of the in­
tellectual faculty, for the term spiritual denotes as much as 
holy; but holiness necessarily includes some alfcclion of 
the heart, and is not predicable of simple intelligence. 

"That which distinguishes faith from a mere exercise of 
the intellectual faculty, and which constitutes its morality, 
is, that it includes a treating of God eitlter as the God of 
truth, or as a liar. Hence, as you very properly express 
it, "it is right to believe all that God says, and exceeding 
wrong to hold him as a liar." You go on to ask, " why 
may not belief be an object of command as well as love 1" 
Do l deny then that it is so? If indeed belief i11cluded 
nothing more than an exercise of the intellectnal faculty, 
I should deny it, because l am persuaded that the l1eart, 
and its genuine expressions, are the whole of what God 
requires; but viewing belief as I do, I readily ad111it it to 
be an object of command. You add, "and if it be both 
right in itself, and the object of command, it must certainly 
be a duty." Very true, sir, and in this short passage you 
have said all I wish to plead for : whether you will allow 
th~ terms, moral good, moral excellence, or virtue, to per­
tarn to the nature of faith, or not; while you adhere to this 
I am satisfied. ' 
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"If these be your views of faith, which I am persuaded 
is the case, say what you -will, you do not consider it as 
a natural but as a moral exercise. And while you allow 
faith to be right, you need not argue as you do, " that 
though it should contain no intrinsic virtue or moral ex­
cellence in itself, yet it does not follow that unbelief could 
contain no sin." Nor do I think this argument conclusive. 
You plead, that though there may be no virtue in a thing, 
yet there may be sin in its ·opposite; and instance in" the 
abstinence from \'arious crimes, eating when we are hun­
gry, and believing a human testimony." There may in­
deed be no virtue in these things as they are gemirally per­
formed by apostate creatures : but if they were performed 
as God requires them to be, (which they should, in order 
to be t_he opposites of the sense you mention,) they would 
contain real virtue. God requires us to abstain from all 
sin, from a regard to his name; to eat and drink, and do 
whatsoever we do, to his glory; and we are to credit the 
testimony of a friend when we have reason to do so." 
These things thus performed, would be truly virtuous­
Whatever is capable of being done by a moral agent, with 
an eye to the glory of God, ou~ht to be so done; and if 
it be so done, it is right or virtuous: if not, it is wrong or 
sinful. 

"It appears to me that the idea against which you argue 
is merit, rather than duty. I plead only for duty, which is 
the very principle by which, according to the reasoning of 
our Lord, merit is excluded. Luke xvi. 10. If it be ne­
cessary in order "to refuse some praise to the creature," to 
deny that faith is an exercise of virtue ; it must be equally 
necessary to deny that it is a rigltt exercise, a commanded 
exercise, and what is a part of our duty;" for these are 
the same things. 

"While you allow faith to be both 'right in itseh~ and 
an object of command, and consequently a duty;' to what 
purpose do you object against my contending for its moral­
ity ? "If we are not justified by faith as a virtue, you say, 
of what importance is it to contend for the moral excellence 
of faith? Why so solicitous to find something in it more 
than belief? Why is that held insufficient for justification?" 
This, by the by, is a misstatement. I do not pretend to 
find any thing more in faith than belief. Belief itself, I 
suppose, includes in it all that I contend for. And 11s to 
the importance of the morality of faith, ask yourself: If 
we are not justified by faith as a compliance with what "in 
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itself is right," as obedience to "the command of God," or 
as the performance of "a duty," of what importance is it 
to contend for it as being either this or that 1 You can 
easily give an answer to this question ; and by so doing, 
you will answer that which you have put to me. 

"And if while you allow faith to be right, you attribute 
'all the virtue and influence which is ascribed to it in jus­
tification, to its object,' rather than to any intrinsic right­
ness which itself contains, you do what I heartily approve; 
and in so doing, whether you can understand my distin­
guishing between justification by faith on account of its re­
lation to its object, and justification by it as a virtue or not, 
you maintain the same thing. 

" You seem certain that I consider faith ' as a temper or 
disposition of heart corresponding to the truth believed.' 
If you be certain of it, it is more than I am. 1 say it in­
cludes such a temper; but I do not suppose it would be a 
proper definition of faith, to call it a disposition of the 
heart corresponding with revealed truth. To gi~·e God 
credit or discredit, seems better to agree with the idea of 
an exercise of the soul, than of a temper or disposition. lt 
is actually treating God ~ither as the God of truth, or as 
a liar. It has more of a disposition in it than you seem 
willing to acknowledge ; and more of an assent to truth 
than the notion of it which you ascribe to me. It is what 
the Scriptures call a receiving of the love of the truth, that 
we may be saved. 2 Thess. ii. 10. You may easily per­
ceive that I do not consider it either as an exercise of the 
understanding to the exclusion of the will, or of the will 
to the exclusion of the understanding. To distinguish the 
powers of the soul is in many cases very proper, and to dis­
tinguish the natural from the moral powers, is of import­
ance: but I conceive there are several mental exercises, 
and perhaps all those which are of a spiritual or holy na­
ture, which cannot be said to be exercises of a single pow­
er, but of the soul, without distinction of its powers. Such 
are repentance, hope, and fear ; and such I conceive is 
faith. 

"As to my confounding faith with hope and love, which 
the apostle declares to be three, l have already answered 
this objection; and I must say that your reply is far from 
being satisfactory. WhethP.r my considering them as dis­
tinct with regard to their objects, include all the distinc­
tion that there is between them or not, you admit " hope 
to include desire,'' which is the same thing as its including 
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iove, Hope1 you say, • is a modification of love.' Hope, 
therefore, according to your own acknowledgment, though 
distinguished from love, yet is not so distinct from it1 but 
that it includes a portion of it. But if this may be said 
of hope; there is no good reason to be drawn from this pas­
sage why it may not also be said of faith. 1 Cor. xiii. 13, 

"If faith include an exercise of the will, David• would 
be at a loss to account for the superiority of love.' (pp. 
18; HI.) By the same rule he must be at a loss to account 
(or its superiority to hope, since he allows hope to "in­
clude desire," that is to say, it includes love, and is "a 
modification of it." Does not the apostle himself suggest 
wherein consists the superiority of love; namely, its per­
petuity? 'Love never faileth.' Faith shall terminate in 
vision, and hope in fruition; but love shall rise and in­
crease to all eternity. 

" Again: if faith include ' the assent of the will, with the 
concurrence of the warmest affections, David would be 
unable to see why faith, and not love, unites us to Christ.' 
(p. 19.) This objection proceeds upon the supposition that 
faith not only includes love, but that it is love; or that faith 
and love are the same thing. _In this case, no doubt, 
it would be impossible to discern why faith should unite us 
to Christ rather than love, seeing there would be no differ­
ence between the one and the other. But though faith 
may include a portion· of love, it does not follow from 
thence that it is in no respect distinguishable from it ; or 
that there are not some effects ascribable to faith, on 
account of its peculiar properties, which are not to be 
ascribed to love. Justification includes the forgiveness of 
sins, yet it is not the same thing as forgiveness ; and there 
are some things ascribable to the former, namely, a title to 
eternal life, which do not belong to the latter. Rom. 
v. 18, 21. 

"You seem greatly jealous on the subject of meetness; 
and so does Dr. Stuart, who fears my views on this sub• 
ject will ' impair my preaching and experience.' I am 
truly obliged to both him and you, for your anxiety on this 
bead. Both your letters on this subject made a deep im­
pression on my heart. I could have watered each of them 
with tears. There would however have been some differ­
ence. Over his I could have shed tears of trembling self­
diffidence, lest what he suggested might be true, and lest 
I should in any degree, though unwittingly, dishonour 

Z2 
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Him whom my soul loveth. Over yours I could have wept 
for grief. The mixture of tartness, and unkind insinuation, 
which on some occasions accompany your reasonings, was 
not the most pleasant. It seemed to me unsuitable to 
brotherly discussion. But this I pass over, and attend to 
the subject. . • 

"By a few rough notes which I have of my letter to Dr. 
Stuart, I think, among other things, I asked, 'May not 
faith include the acquiescence of the heart, and so be a 
moral exercise; and may there not be a fitness in God's 
justifying persons who thus acquiesce, without any foun­
dation being laid for boasting? Though faith be a moral 
exercise, yet I do not consider that it is on account of its 
morality, but its relation to Christ, that justification is 
ascribed to it.' 

"On this you remark, that 'the distinction between this 
and being justified by faith as a virtue, is too fine ; for if 
this fitness in God's justifying arises from the moral excel­
lency of faith, we must undoubtedly be justified by faith 
as a virtue in some sense or other.' 

'' You will admit, I think, of a fitness between justifica­
tion and believing; or that it is wisely ordered, that be­
lievers should be justified rather than unbelievers. Other­
wise you must suppose that God does what there is no 
reason or fitness in doing. 

"Farther, you suppose believing to include a knowledge 
of Christ, at least such a knowledge as ' perceives and 
realizes the object;' and this you will admit to precede 
justification, and that there is a fitness in its doing so. 
Yet you do not maintain that our realizing perception of 
Christ's righteousness, but Clirist's righteousness itself, is 
that on account of which God justifies us. Now why 
may I not maintain the same, though I consider the belief 
of the gospel as including a cordial acquiescence in it 1 

"If you allege, there is no other fitness in God's justifying 
a person on his believing, in your sense of the term, than 
a.fitness of wisdom; none which undermines the freeness 
of grace, or which bears any resemblance to the notion of 
those who talk of a merit of congruity ; and that for this 
reason,-there being nothing of moral good included in the 
nature of faith, there can be no ground for a moral fitness 
in the sinner being justified by it. 

" To this I answer-( 1.) You do allow faith to include 
moral good, though in some places you write as though you 
did not. You allow it to be "right in itself, a command 



llEMOlRS OF ANDREW FULLER. 283 

of God, a duty, and the contrary a sin, as making God a 
liar." You must admit, therefore, that though we are justi­
fied by that which is right, is a command, is a duty; yet 
it is not on account of its rightness, or of its being au 
obedience to the divine command, or a compliance with 
duty; but merely on account of the object in which it ter­
minates. And if this distinction be not "too fine" for you, 

• neither will that to which you object in me; for it is the 
same thing.-(2.) A fitness of wisdom is the whole for 
which I plead. It appears to be wisely ordered that no 
person should share the blessing of justification through 
the righteousness of Christ, till he heartily acquiesce in 
that way of saving sinners. Yet it is not his acquiescence 
that is any ground of his acceptance, but that in which he 
acquiesces. 

"I will try and state another case or two, which may 
throw some light upon that in question. Let us suppose 
Pharaoh's daughter, who was married to king Solomon, to 
have been a poor outcast, and even defiled; yet Solomon 
sends his servants to invite her to the most intimate and 
honourable union. At first she feels attached ~to her lov­
ers, and refuses-at length, howernr, her mind is changed. 
She is married to him ; and that moment becomes interest­
ed in his crown and possessions. Perhaps you would ad­
mit the fitness in this case, that she should first be united 
with Solomon, ere she become interested in his possessions; 
and with such a kind of union too, as should include a re­
nunciation of all her former lovers and illicit practices. Yet 
virtuous as this union might be, and wicked as it would 
have been in her to have still adhered to her lovers, you 
would never imagine that she was put in possession of the 
crown on account of her marriage, considered as an exer­
cise of virtue, or as a reward for it. Nor would she, if a 
true penitent, ever think of arrogating to herself any merit 
for acquiescing in the king's proposal, or consenting to do 
as she had done; but rather be confounded on account of 
her former wickedness, and especially that she should have 
been so attached to it as for a time to despise the riches of 
his goodness. If a question had been put to her in the 
height of her glory, by one that had known her in former 
times, 'And what is this that is come to you 7 On what 
ground or title have you the possession of all these riches 1' 
She might have answered to this effect: 'They were not 
mine; I neither laboured for them, nor inherited them 
from any one that wai naturally related to me. They were 
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king Solomon's; and he, from a wonderful. attachment to 
me in which he seems to have been determmed, by an act 
of ~verwhelming kindness, to display his native generosity, 
conferred them upon me. I have them in virtue of marriage. 
That which accomplished my union to the king, at the 
same time put me in possession of these riches. All that I 
enjoy is by marriage : for what was I 1 It is of marriage, 
that it might be of grace.' 

"I do not pretend to say, that this case will throughout 
apply to that of Christ and his church ; but I conceive they 
are sufficiently alike to illustrate the argument. Union with 
Christ is that which in the order of things precedes justifi­
cation. 'Of him are ye in Cltrist Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us righteousness-that I may be found in ltim, 
not having mine own righteousness, but that which is by 
the faith of Christ.' 1 Cor. i. 31. Phil. iii. 9. David ad­
mits this in his dialogue, p. 19. This union with Christ is 
to be of one spirit with him ; and this being by faith, it is 
hence that by faith we«: are justified. 

"It is here I think 1 can perceive the peculiar relation 
that faith bears to Christ. Such a belief of the gospel as 
that whereby we embrace his way of salvation with our 
whole soul, renders Christ and us ' no more twain,' but 
one spirit. 1 Cor. vi. 17. This is analogous to the joining 
act in marriage. Whatever love there might be in such 
an act, and however necessary such love might be to ren­
der it sincere, or whatever love might follow after, it is 
not this, but the act of marriage, that so unites the parties 
as that the one shall be interested in the possessions of the 
other. 

" In short, by the above representation, I can see a cor­
dial and virtuous acquiescence necessary to the enjoyment 
of an advantage, and a fitness in its being so; yet not such 
a fitness as those maintain, who speak of a me1it of con­
gruity, but a fitness of wisdom. 

"Again: there is a fitness of wisdom in the established 
connection between repentance and tlte remission of sins. 
That such a connection exists throughout the Scriptures, I 
imagine you will not deny. Neither can you doubt wheth­
er repentance be a moral exercise of mind : yet you will 
not say that this moral exercise is that on account of wltich 
we are forgiven; but that it is wholly for Christ's sake, as 
much as we are justified wholly for the sake of his righte­
ousness. Here again, you must make use of the distinc-
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tion which you say is 'too fine.' lt is true, repentance does 
not occupy the same place with respect to forgiveness, as 
faith does with respect to justification, for we are not said 
to be forgiven by repentance; yet the connection is as real 
in the one case as in the other. Forgiveness follows upon 
repentance, wlliclt is a 1:irtue, and it is fit it slwuld, rather 
than go before it : and yet it is not for the sake of that 
virtue, but of the blood-shpdding of Christ, that we are 
forgiven. 

"You allow, and that rightly, that justification includes 
the forgiveness of sins: if there be no forgiveness therefore 
without repentance, which the Scriptures abundantly teach, 
there can be no justification without repentance. Conse­
quently, repentance must be implied or included in the 
very nature of justifying faith, as much as the forgiveness 
of sin is included in justification. Nor does this idea con­
found faith and repentance, any more than the other con­
founds justification and pardon. 

" Once more : there is a fitness of wisdom in the estab­
lished connection between receiving Christ, and having 
power, right or privilege, to become tfte sons of God. John 
i. 12. And rerciving C!trist, I think yon will admit to be 
a holy or moral exercise, including the concurrence of the 
will. It is the direct opposite of rejecting him, or receiving 
him not, verse II. Yet you will not say that it is a reward 
for having received him, that he confers upon us the bless­
ing of adoption. We are predestinated to that relation 
merely of grace, by Jesus Cltrist; ancl not as the reward 
of any thing good in us. Here then you must again admit 
of a distinotion which you say is 'too fine.' Adoption fol­
lows upon receiving Christ, wliiclt is a virtue; and it is 
wisely ordered that it should ; yet it is not for the sake of 
that virtue, but from the free grace of God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that we of aliens are made sons. 

"If can find opportunity, I may take some notice of the 
other parts of your letter at some future time. Meanwhile 
I only say, that writing upon subjects of difference is as 
unpleasant to me as it can be to you, and perhaps more 
so, on account of the indisposition that attends me; and 
having stated my views, I do not intend to keep up a con­
troversy. If I can receive any fresh light from your com­
munications, I shall be obliged to you; but probably I shall 
not largely reply any more. 
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VALIDITY OF LAY ORDINATION. 

"While I was at Aberdeen, I was waited upon by a dep­
utation, consisting of the pastor, a deacon, and another 
member of a little Baptist church, lately formed at New 
Byth, near Old Deer, Aberdeenshire. A Baptist minister 
now in Norfolk, was the Episcopal minister at Old Deer, 
till the year 1799. At that time his views were altered 
concerning baptism; and he went to London, and was bap­
tized by Mr. Booth. Soon after a Baptist church of ten 
members, out of his former congregation, was formed in 
the neighbourhood. The church then proceeded to choose 
one of their members to be their pastor: and on March 
26th, 1803, they set him apart to that office by prayer. 
Some of the members, however, were not satisfied as to the 
validity of his ordination, seeing there were no pastor or 
pastors from other churches present to join in it. A few 
of them had communed together at the Lord's table; but 
the rest stood aloof, merely on this account. Their errand 
to me was, to request my judgment on the validity of his 
ordination; and if I thought it invalid, that 1 would come 
and ordain him. 

"I told them, if there had been any other pastors of 
churches within their reach, it would have been proper to 
request their concurrence and assistance; and that if I had 
been there at the time, I should have had no objection to 
have joined in prayer, and in the laying on of hands. But 
as things were, I could not see how they could have acted 
otherwise than they had done. And as to my now or­
daining him, I could do no such thing; partly because it 
would imply that I thought him not as yet their pastor, 
which was not true ; and partly because it would convey 
an idea of my having to impart to another minister some 
power or authority, of which I had no conception. My 
advice was, that they should all be satisfied with what was 
done." 

PROPRIETY OF ADMINISTERING THE LORD'S SUPPER 
WITHOUT A MINISTER. 

When Mr. Fuller was in Edinburgh, in the year 1805, 
he communed with a newly formed Baptist church in that 
city, not then provided with a pastor; and at their request 
he administered the Lord's supper among them. Previous 
to this, they had been in the habit of commemorating the 
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death of Christ in this ordinance, without a minister; but 
wished to know his opinion on the subject. 

"I told them," says .Mr. Fuller, "that probably there 
were few of my brethren who might be of my mind ; but 
I had long been of opinion, that there was no scriptural 
authority for confining the administration of the Lord's 
supper to a minister. I had no doubt but that the primi­
tive pastors did preside at the Lord's table, as well as in 
the reception and exclusion· of members, and in short in 
all the proceedings of the church; and that where there 
was a pastor, it was proper he should continue to do so. 
B1Jt thnt when a pastor died, or was removed, the church 
was not obliged to desist from commemorating the Lord's 
death, any more than from receiving or exclucling mem­
bers; and that it was as lawful for them to appoint a dea­
con, or any senior member, to preside in the one case as 
in the other. 

"Neither did I recollect that any minister is said to have 
administered the Lord's supper, unless we consider our 
Saviour as sustaining that character at the time of its in­
stitution; and this silence of the Scriptures concerning the 
administrator, appeared to me to pro\'e that it was a matter 
of indifference. Finally, I told them that it was not the 
practice of our English churches; that they, many of them, 
would send for the pastors of other churches to perform 
this office; aud that I for one had often complied with such 
requests. I could wish, however, it were otherwise, and 
that every chul'Ch, when destitute of a pastor, would attend 
to the Lord's supper among themselves. 

"It is the practice of this and all the Baptist churches in 
Scotland, to commemorate the Lord's death every Lord's 
day. I do not think this to be binding, but am persuaded 
there i;an be nothing wrong in it, and that probably it was 
the practice of the primitive churches." 

llTRICT COMMUNION. 

The subject of Strict Communion, which hag of late 
been so much agitated, more than once engaged Mr. Ful­
ler's attention; and had he li\'ed to see the able pamphlets 
which have since been written, there is no doubt but he 
would have entered more deeply into the subject. During 
the first year of his public m111istry, as has already been 
observed p. 24, he wrote some " Reflections" on a small 
pamphle; published by Mr. Browne of Ketteriug, and on 
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another by Mr. Robinson of Cambridge, both of them in 
favour of open communion. These gentlemen became ad­
vocates for the practice on rather different grounds ; the 
former alleging that it was most agreeable to Christian 
charity, and the latter that it ought to be allowed on the 
ground of religious toleration; while both maintained that 
baptism, in some form or other, was indispensably necessa­
ry to Christian communion. Mr. Fuller availed himself of 
this admission, and remarked that it was fatal to their ar­
gument; for in dispensing with what in their judgment is 
essential to baptism, they in effect dispensed with the or­
dinance itself; and then with marvellous inconsisteucy, 
made it a term of communion. 

The substance of this manuscript, written in 1774, was 
embodied in a posthumous pamphlet, prepared by the au­
thor a few months only before his decease, and contains of 
course his mature thoughts upon the subject. In attempt­
ing to prove "the admission of unbaptized persons to the 
Lord's supper, inconsistent with the New Testament," Mr. 
Fuller states the question to be, whether baptism has any 
such instituted connection with the Lord's supper, as to be­
come an indispensable prerequisite 1 And certainly, noth­
ing short of express divine authority can be allowed to de­
cide a case of such vital importance to the interests of 
practical and social religion. Mr. Fuller finds this insti­
tuted connection, first in the literal order of the apostolic 
commission, which gives a precedence to baptism, but with­
out specifying the supper; and next, in the order of events. 
"All the recorded facts in the New Testament, place bap­
tism before the celebration of the Lord's supper." 

CHAPTER XU. 

Last year of Mr. Fuller's Life-His Rellcctions on the Death of Mr. 
Sutcliffe-,\ttends a Missionary Ordination at Leicester-Com­
mencement ot' bis last Illness-Sketch of his last Sermon in Lon­
don-Ordination at Clipstone-His last Sermon at Kettering-Fare­
well Lett~r to Dr. Hylan<l-Particulilrs of his Death-Extracts from 
l\:lr. Toiler's Sermon on the occasion-Funeral solemnities of Mr. 
Fuller. 

NOTWITHSTANDING his stout athletic frame, Mr. Fuller 
appears to have been constitutionally bilious, and suscepti• 
hie of those distressing complaints usually considered as 
arising from diseased liver. His vital organs, in other re-
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spects, were sound and vigorous ; and he both required and 
enjoyed, strong muscular exercise, intermixed with his se­
dentary employment. When long at home, he was subject 
to distressing head-aches and bilious affections, excited by 
intense application to writing, but from these he was gene­
rally relieved by travelling. Yet the remedy, in the issue, 
if it did not aggravate the disease, demanded those resour­
ces which the human constitution was unable to supply. 
,vhen in the best state of health, Mr. Fuller used to say, 
he dicl not expect a long life, and that probably he should 
never live to the age of three score and ten; and the event 
too well justified these foreboclings. 

At a later period, he often laboured under various attacks 
of difficult breathing, cough, indigestion, bilious sickness, 
and feverish symptoms; which were greatly increased by 
fatigue, exposure to cold or humid air, especially after 
preaching, and exertions of this kind too frequently re­
peated, and sometimes too long continued. He was scarce­
ly ever mindful of his health, except in reference to two 
things,-damp beds, and an easterly wind. These he 
anxiously avoided; and the latter especially he considered 
as his most clangerous foe. All the rest took their chance, 
while he pursued his labours unapprised of any danger. 
Though he was not at any time very corpulent, yet of late 
years he sunk considerably in flesh ; and it was remarked 
at the first annual meeting of the Baptist Missionary Soci­
ety, lH~ld in London, "that he brought all his soul with him, 
but only half his body." 

Durincr the last year of his life, he visited Olney, Bed­
ford, Leicester, and some parts of Essex; and, on his 
return, attended the annual meetings in the city, June 22, 
I 814; where on the preceding evening, he preached from 
Titus i. 15. His intimate friend, Mr. Sutcliffe, of Olney, 
died on the following evening. On the 28th he went to 
his interment, and preached his funeral sermon, of which 
a brief review has been given in page 177. It was natural 
enough to notice the words of a dying friend, and especial­
ly for such a mind as Mr. Fuller's to attempt some improve­
ment of them. He accordingly remarked in conversation, 
a little while afterwards-

" I have been thinking of what brother Sutcliffe said to 
me a few days before his death :-'I wish I had prayed 
more.' So I wish that I had prayed more. I do not sup­
pose that brother Sutcliffe meant that he wished he had 
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prayed more frequently, but more spiritually. I wish I 
bad prayed more for the influences of the Holy Spirit; I 
might have enjoyed more of the power of vital godliness. 
I wish I had prayed more for the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, in studying and preaching my sermons; I might 
have seen more of the blessing of God attending my min­
istry. I wish I had prayed more for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit to attend the labours of our friends in India; I 
might have witnessed more of the effects of their efforts in 
the conversion of the heathen." 

Much as he felt this bereavement, together with his own 
increasing infirmities, it did not damp the ardour of his 
exertions. In the course of the following month, he made 
a tour through Lancashire and Yorkshire, preaching the 
gospel, communicating information of the mission, and 
endeavouring to impress the churches and Christians in 
general with just sentiments of its importance, and to ob­
tain funds for its support. On his return from this excur­
sion, he was observed to be less animated in his preaching 
than formerly ; and the altered appearance of his health 
gave painful indications to his friends, that his labours 
were drawing to a close. 

On the 31st of August following, he was a second time 
at Leicester, assisting in the ordination of Mr. Yates, who 
was preparing to join the Baptist missionaries in India. 
He appeared remarkably solemn, and was deeply affected 
on the occasion, preaching and praying as one standing 
on the verge of eternity. He was then in an ill state of 
health, and felt a strong presentiment that he should see 
his Leicester friends no more. But nothing moved him : 
his only wish ·was, to finish his course with joy, and the 
ministry which he has received, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God. During the interview at Leicester, he 
was overwhelmed with anxieties and cares about the mis­
sion, an object ever near his heart, so that few of his 
friends could have any conversation with him. At every 
interval he laid his pocket book before him, as was usual ; 
and then, forgetting every other subject, religious intelli­
gence of one kind or other was communicated. Before 
the services of the day were ended, he sunk under the 
weight of his infirmities, and was obliged to send for med­
ical assistance; but his disorder, which is said to have 
arisen from a scirrhous liver, admitted only of a little tem­
porary relief, Jle acknowledged that " he was very ill," 
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adding that "his work was nearly done; but that he could 
not spa.re time to nurse himself, and he must labour as long 
as he could." 

Early in September, after preaching on a Lord's day 
morning, he was taken so ill as to be unable to attend pub­
lic worship in the afternoon. On the 30th, he wrote to a 
friend as follows : 

"Since I saw you I have been brought very low. About 
a month ago I had a bilious attack, from which, huing 
often had it before, I expected no serious consequences ; 
but, after two or three days, I was seized with violent in­
flammation, I suppose in the liver. I had a high fever, 
was bled, blistered, and confined to my bed for a week. I 
took calomel medicines; after this the fever abated, and 
my medical attendant considered the danger as over. My 
appetite has returned, and I have been out in the air pret­
ty much ; but the soreness in my right side is still such 
that I know not how to sleep upon it, and my strength re­
cruits very slowly." 

Three weeks afterwards, writing to another friend, he 
says: 

"I have preached only twice for the last five or six weeks; 
but am gradually, though slowly recovering. Since I was 
laid by from preaching, I have written out my sermon, and 
drawn up a Memoir of. my dear brother Sutcliffe. Your 
partiality for the Memoir of dear Pearce, will ensure me 
one reader at least for that of Sutcliffe. I hope the great 
and good Mr. Charles of Bala, will find some one who will 
do justice to his memory. Mrs. Sutcliffe diecl on the 3d 
of September, le~s than eleven weeks after her husband. 
Death has swept away almost all my old friends; and I 
seem to stand expecting to be called for soon. It matteris 
not when, so that we be found in Christ." 

In another letter, written about the same time, he says: 
" Brother Sutcliffe's last end was enviable: let mine be 

like his l Death has been making havoc of late amongst us. 
Yesterday I preached a funeral sermon, if so it might be 
called, for three of the members of our church, lately de­
ceased. I feel as one who has the sentence of death, and 
whose great concern it is, whether my religion will bear 
the test! Almost all my old friends are dead or dying I 
Well, I have a hope that bears me up; and it is through 
grace. In reviewing my life, I see much evil-' God be 
merciful to me a sinner !' " 
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In a very weak state of health, he still persevered in his 
endeavours to serve the mission. In the preceding July, 
he had been a journey into Yorkshire; but being obliged 
to return before he could fully accomplish his object, he 
determined to complete his progress in that quarler, and 
to visit the churches which he had not then visited. Ac­
cordingly, on the 10th of October, he took with him two 
junior ministers for this purpose ; but having reached 
Newark upon Trent, he become feverish the first night, 
and could take no rest. He was therefore obliged to re­
turn home, and requested his companions to proceed on 
their journey. 

On the 5th of November following, he said: 
" I mend a little, keeping free from all fatigue and wet 

weather; but I can preach only once a day-twice leaves 
a soreness in the place where the inflammation was. I 
feel the force of Eccles. xii. 1, last clause; and have lately 
preached with much feeling on Psalm lxxi. 9. ' Cast me 
not off in old age: forsake me not when my strength fail­
eth.'" 

Notwithstanding the delicate state of his health, and the 
unfavourable season of the year, he ventured on a journey 
to London in the month of December, which added fresh 
excitement to his disorder. This was his last visit to the 
metropolis, and it is highly probable that his own mind was 
deeply impressed with a presentiment that such would be 
the case. He continued there only one Lord's day; viz. 
Dec. 18th, in the evening of which he preached a di!;­
course at the meeting house in Carter Lane, for the benefit 
of " The British and Foreign School Soci-ety ;" and as this 
may be regarded as his farewell sermon to his London 
friends, it may not be uninteresting to give a brief account 
of it in this place. 

His text was, Daniel xii. 4. " Many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased." This he consid­
ered to be a prophecy which had an immediate respect 
to the present time; and in order to illustrate the subject, 
he proceeded to explain-the kind of knowledge there 
referred to-and the means by which it was to be in­
creased. 

"As to the first of these," said he, "we have heard much 
of late years of pltilosopltical illumination, which, by ex­
cluding the Bible, is to meliorate the condition of man ; 
and we have seen some of its effects. It is something re­
markable, that from the time when the Bible was to be 
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thrown aside as useless, it has been more in request, and 
more extensively circulated. Partial as unbelievers may 
be to their own kind of knowledge, they cannot expect 
that its prevalence should be an object of Scripture proph­
ecy. No: the knowledge of which the Scriptures make 
account, is that of which the fear of the Lord is the begin­
ning. We may depend upon it that it is Bible-knowledge, 
or the Bible would not have predicted it with approbation. 
It is that which 'the wicked will not understand, but the 
wise shall understand it.' It is the knowledge of the only 
true God, and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. With 
this, however, must be included the first principles, at least, 
of human science, as subservient to it; inasmuch as the 
end includes the means which lead to it. 

"It is the glory of Christ's kingdom, that it is established 
and promoted by knowledge. It invites examination, and 
courts humble inquiry. Is it thus with paganism, or ma­
hometanism, or apostate judaism, or deism, or corrupt 
christianity 1 No: these are works of darkness, for the 
dispelling of which many shall run to and fro, as with the 
lamp of truth in their hands. 

" We have a written religion : and though it is not essen­
tial to salvation that we should be able to read and write, 
yet these are essential to our making uny considerable pro­
ficiency in the knowledge of God. Without being able 
to read we cannot 'search the scriptures,' nor 'meditate in 
the law of the Lord by day and by night.' It is a great 
disadvantage to a hearer of the gospel, to be unable to 
compare what he hears with the wor<l of God. Nor is it 
less so to a minister, or a missionary, in addressing such 
auditors. It might therefore be presumed, that prior to the 
general spread of the gospel, there would be a general diffu­
sion of knowledge even amongst the lower classes of man­
kind. 

"Secondly. Respecting the means by which knowledge 
shall be increased-' many shall run to and fro;' that is, 
they that possess it shall be desirous of imparting it to 
others. There may be a desire to impart knowledge with­
out possessing it: some good men, like Ahimaaz, are eager 
to run while yet they have no tidings, and some vain men 
have an itch to be teachers, when it would rather become 
them to learn. Those who possess knowledge, however, 
would do well to impart it according to their ability. 

" It is chiefly by means of instruction that men are 'wiser 
than the beasts of the field.' We are born, it is true, with 
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capacious and immortal powers; but while the mind is 
uninformed, they are of but small account. Knowledge 
enters principally at the door of the senses. To what do 
we owe the gift of speech? It may seem to be natural to 
us ; but if we are born deaf, we shall also be dumb; and if 
with this we are blind, there would be but little difference 
in point of knowledge, between us and other animals. 
Why is man so long iu growing up to maturity? Other 
animals attain theirs in a short time compared with him. 
Is it not that there may be opportunity for instruction? 
Both may possess like powers: but the one is instructed, 
while the other is not. Many poor boys and girls in a 
country village, who cannot read, and uever hear the gos­
pel, nor converse with wise men, are very little if any 
thing superior to savages. W'ho can read the pathetic lines 
of Gray, when looking at the graves of the poor in a coun­
try church-yard, without chopping a tear of sympathy 1 

" Perhaps in this neglected spot i3 laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire ; 
Hands lhal the rod of empire might have swayed, 
Or waked _to ecstasy the livin~ lyre. 
But knowledge to their eyes her ample page, 
Rich with the spoils of time, did ne'er unroll ; 
Chill penury repressed their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the soul." 

"A portion of this evil may always continue to be the lot 
of the poor in the present life; but it may be considerably 
diminished; and when the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth as the waters do the sea, it will be so. God 
hath so ordered things, that we should be blessings to one 
another. One generation passeth not away, till he has 
reared another to take its place. We might all have been 
called alone and blessed, like Abraham ; but as in blessing 
him, God made him a blessing to the nations, it is in some 
respects the same with us. If he gives us the cup of sal­
vation we must hand it round. If he gives us knowledge, 
or riches, or any other gift, we must not keep it to our­
selves, but 'run to and fro' that we may impart it. 

"If it be the design of God to diffuse the knowledge of 
himself over the earth in these last days, it might be ex­
pected that suitable means and instruments would be em­
ployed to accomplish it. When he meant to rear a taber­
nacle in the wilderness, he raised up Bezaleel and Aholiab, 
and other wise-hearted men, in whom he put wisdom and 
understanding. Thus we might expect men to be gifted 
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and qualified for the work appointed them, and to be stirred 
up to engage in it. It might be expected, supposing a great 
work was designed to be accomplished, that societies would 
be formed, some to translate the sacred Scriptures into'the 
languages of the nations, some to give them circulation, 
some to scatter tracts \\>hich shall impress their leading 
principles, some to preach the gospel, and some to teach 
the .-ising generation to read and write. 

"\,V ho can observe the ·movements of the p1esent times, 
without perceiving on them the finger of God? They may 
not have risen just in the order above described. The in­
stitution of Sunday Schools, as they are called, for the 
children of the poor, took the lead about thirty years ago; 
since then other institutions of various kinds have follow­
ed; but they have all risen nearly together, and all indicate 
a divine design. They form a whole, and like the different 
parts of a machine, all work together. 

"Among those institutions, which have already attracted 
the attention of Europe, and not of Europe ouly, that 
which is now called 'The British and Foreign School 
Society' claims our attention. And such a Society is want­
ed, to give success to all other institutions for the diffusion 
of knowledge; for if the world were full of Bibles, it would 
be of little avail if the people were not taught to read them. 
Is not the British system of education an engine capable of 
moving the moral wortd 1 From what little I know of it, I 
am persuaded it is; and that God has caused it to be 
brought forward for this purpose. Its principle appears to 
to me to be military. We shall know that astonishing ef­
fects are produced in the political world by forming and or­
ganizing a number of men, every one filling the most advanta­
geous post, and all acting togeth~r in concert. J f this prin­
ciple has been brought to bear rn war, why should it not 
rather be employed in promoting knowledge, and diffusing 
the blessings of peace 1 It is of but small account whether it 
originated with a Bell or with a Lancaster, and whether 
the~societies act in concert or not, so that they do but act. 
It may be a useful rivalry, an<l serve to provoke to good 
works. It requires to be supported, and I trust it will be 
so. If the nations of Europe who have sent and arc sending 
messen"ers to learn the principles of our operations, should 
perceiv; our hands to slacken in the use of them, it must 
not only sink us in their esteem, but impede the progress 
of the work. It is only to be a little more economical, 
denying ourselves a few of the superfluities of life, and we 
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may support all these institutions. The expense of one 
lust is greater than all the taxes of benevolence and 
religion." 

From this imperfect abstract of his sermon, it is not diffi­
cult to trace out something of the vigorous mind of Mr. 
Fuller; hut to be able to appreciate in any tolerable degree 
the height to which the preacher rose upon this occasion, 
it is necessary to have both heard and seen him. Accord­
ing to the report of several persons of indisputable judg­
ment and veracity, who were favoured with this opportuni­
ty, it was one of the greatest of his ministerial efforts, and 
might have reminded one of the case of Samson, summon­
ing all his remaining strength, in order, by one decisive 
effort, to subvert the pillars of the house, and bury his ad­
versaries in its ruins. Just so the soul of Fuller-all his 
mental powers, with their varied energies, appeared to have 
been collected and concentrated in the delivery of this his 
farewell sermon. Never will it be forgotten by some who 
heard him, how impressive and energetic was the whole; but 
there were parts of it, in which the preacher seemed lo resem­
ble the setting sun, at the instant he is about to sink behind 
the western hills-when, as though loth to quit the horizon, 
he rekindles his beams, expands his surface, and blazes 
forth in all his majesty. 

In January, IS15, Mr. Fuller considered his health to 
be much recovered, except that he had taken cold during 
the frost, which at first affected his lungs, and afterwards 
almost deprived him of hearing. He was advised to go 
to Cheltenham, but deferred it to a milder season; in the 
meantime he took a saline medicine, recommended by Dr. 
Janner as a substitute for the waters. ln the course of this 
month he revised his piece on Strict Communion, which 
had originated in a verbal but warm discussion with a 
highly respected friend, who had frequently opposed his 
views on this subject, and which was now left for posthu­
mous publication, if circumstances should so require. 
These few pages afford evidence that his faculties were un­
impaired, notwithstanding the declining state of his health. 
His correspondence also was at this time continued, with 
but little interruption. 

Though incapable of any great exertion, his spirits re­
vived as the spring approached ; and on the 29th of March 
he ventured as far as Clipstone, eleven miles from Ketter­
ing, to assist at the ordination of the Rei• . .John Mack, 
but was much fatigued with the journey. His address to 
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the church on this occasion, from 3 John 8, was peculiarly 
solemn and impressive; and some of the ministers who 
were present observed, they never heard him to greater 
advantage. From the manner in which he expressed 
himself, several of his friends foreboded it would be the 
last time they should hear him, and that they should see 
his face no more. Being asked how he found himself after 
he left the pulpit, his reply was, " I am very ill-a dying 
man." _ On a second interview with the same person, he 
added, "All is over-my work is nearly finished-I shall 
see you no more; the blessing of the Lord attend you. 
Farewell." 

On the following Sabbath, April 2nd, he appeared for 
the last time in his own pulpit, where in the afternoon he 
preached his last sermon, from Isai. ]xvi. J, 2. ' Thus 
saith the Lord: the heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool : where is the house that ye build unto me 7 
and where is the place of my rest 7 For all those things 
hath my hand made, and all those things have been, saith 
the Lord. But to this man will I look, even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.' 
The last time of administering the Lord's supper, he was 
remarkably solemn and tender. His words were few, for 
he was very ill at the time ; his friends were much affected, 
and foreboded that he would not be able to appear among 
them any more on such an occasion. He seemed to be 
absorbed in the thoughts of a crucified, risen and exalted 
Saviour; and never at any time appeared so much in his 
element, as when dwelling on the doctrine of the atone­
ment. 

Serious apprehensions were now entertained of the issue 
of his complaints ; and the anxiety of his friends to pro­
long if possible his eminently useful life, urged upon his 
attention the medical advice which had been repeatedly 
suggested, to make trial of the Cheltenham waters, if so 
there might be hope. His congregation also, as an ex­
pression of their affection and esteP.m, presented him with 
fifty pounds towards the expenses of the journey. While 
he was making his arrangements, he wrote to a minister 
in the north, on the ninth of April, informing him that 
"his health was in a low state ; that it was hard work for 
him to write a letter; but he must go to Cheltenham, 
where he should be obli(J'ed to all his friends to let him rest 
from correspondence." 

0 

And even to the nineteenth, the 
same idea is repeated; when in another letter be says, 
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"I am ordered to go next Monday for Cheltenham. I 
should be happy to come and see you before I go, if the 
weather and my affiiction would permit. When I shall 
return is uncertain. My times are in the Lord's hands; 
but to me all is uncertainty." The pressure of disease 
now rapidly increasing upon him, frustrated the intentions 
both of himself and his friends, and the journey was found 
to be impracticable. 

Every succeeding day brought with it additional proof, 
that the time of his departure was at hand ; but he con­
templated the hour of its arrival without dismay. He soon 
became so weak as to be unable to bear an interview with 
his most intimate friends, more than a few minutes at a 
time. The warm bath was twice applied without effect, 
and neither food nor medicine could be administered. 
• His liver was found to be greatly enlarged and hardened. 
Amidst unusual depression from bodily disease, he enjoyed 
great calmness of mind, a solid hope, and resignation to the 
will ofGod. 

The last day he was down stairs was on the 28th of 
April; when he dictated the following letter to Dr. Ry­
land, which was written by an amanuensis, and subscribed 
with his initials. 

" My dearest Friend, 

"We have enjoyed much together, which I hope will 
prove an earnest of greater enjoyment in another world. 
We have also wrought together in the Lord's vineyard, 
and he has given us to reap together, in a measure, in his 
vintage. I expect this is nearly over; but I trust we shall 
meet, and part no more. I have very little hope of recov­
ery ; but I am satisfied to drink of the cup which RJY heav­
enly Father giveth me to drink. Without experience, no 
one can conceive of the depression of my spirits; yet I 
have no despondency. 'I know whom I have believed, and 
that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him 
against that day.' I am a poor guilty creature; but Jesus 
is an almighty Saviour. I have preached and written much 
against the abuse of the doctrine of grace, but that doc­
trine is all my salvation, and all my desire. I have no other 
hope than from mere sovereign, efficacious grace, through 
the atonement of my Lord and Saviour. With this hope 
I can go into eternity with composure. Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come when thou wilt! Here I am; let him do with me as 
seemeth him good. 
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"We have some who have been giving it out of late, that 
'if Sutcliffe ar.d some others had preached more of Christ, 
and less of Jonathan Edwards, they would have bcEc!n more 
useful.' If those who talk thus, preached Christ half as 
much as Jonathan Edwards did, and were half as useful 
as he was, their usefulness would be double what it is. It 
is very singular that the Mission to the East should have 
originated with men of these principles; and without pre­
tending to be a· prophet, I may say, if it ever falls into the 
hands of men who talk in this strain, it will soon come to 
nothing. 

" If I should never see your face in the flesh, I could 
wish one last testimony of brotherly love, and of the truth 
of the gospel, to be expre8sed by your coming over, and 
preaching my funeral sermon, if it can be, from Romans 
viii. 10. I can dictate no more, but am ever yours, 

A. F." 
As his end drew near, he complained of great depres­

sion and sinking, saying he must die. A friend replied, 
"I know of no person, Sir, who is in a more happy situa­
tion than yourself; a good man, on the verge of a blessed 
immortality." Mr. Fuller humbly acquiesced, and hoped 
it was ,;o. He afterwards lifted up his hands, and ex­
claimed, "I am a great sinner, and if I am i;aved it must 
be by great and sovereign grace-by great and sovereign 
grace!" • 

His mind continued full of hope; and though he felt 
nothing approaching to rapture, yet the clo8ing scene 
was such as strikingly displayed the triumphs of faith. 
Dropping now and then a few words, he was heard to say 
that he had nothing to do but to die-and again repeated, 
" I know w horn I have believed.'' At another time he 
expressed himself in his own energetic manner, saying, 
" My hope is such, that I am not afraid to plunge into 
eternity." 

The general vigour of his constitution providing a resist­
ance to the violence of disease, rendered his sufferings pe­
culiarly severe ; and towards the last, the conflict assumed 
a most formidahle aspect. Placing his hand on the dis­
eased part, the sufferer exclaimed, "Oh, this deadly wound." 
At another time, "All misery centres ltere.'' Being asked 
whether he meant bodily misery, he replied," Oh yes: I 
can think of nothing else.'' His hilious sickness becom­
ing almost incessant, allowed but few opportunitieEs of con­
versing with his friends; an<l of course, little could ba 
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known of his dying experience. The following detached 
sentences, which dropped at different intervals, indicate 
the general slate of his mind during the last days of his 
illness. 

" I feel satisfaction that my times are in the Lorcl'e 
hands. I have been importuning the Lord, that whether 
I Jive it may be to him, or whether I die it may be lo him. 
Flesh and heart fail; but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever. Into thy hands I commit my 
spirit, my family, and my charge. I have done a little for 
God; but all that I have done needs forgiveness. I trust 
in sovereign grace and mercy alone. God is my supporter 
and my hope. I would say, not my will, but thine be done. 
God is my soul's eternal rock, the strength of every saint. 
I am a poor sinner, and my only hope is in lhe Saviour of 
sinners." , 

He repeated more than once, "My breath is corrupt­
my days are extinct." Frequently during his affliction, he 
said, "My mind is calm; no raptures-no despondency." 
At other times he said, "I am not dismayed. My God, my 
Saviour, my Refuge, to thee I commit my spirit. 'fake 
me to thyself-Bless those I leave behind." 

On the morning of his departure, aware of its being the 
Sabbath, he sai<l to an attendant, just loud enough to be 
heard, "I wish I had strength to worship with you." He 
added, "My eyes are dim:" and he appeared to be nearly 
blind. From eleven till about half past eleven o'clock, 
sitting up in bod, be was observed to be engaged in prayer. 
Only two words were distinctly audil,le-" Help me!" At 
the close of the prayer, he struggled-fell back-sighed 
three times-and in five minutes expired. His eyes were 
fixed upwards, and his hands clasped in death, as in the 
attitude of prayer. Thus the summons came, to call him 
to his rest, May 7th, 18 L5, in the sixty-second year of his 
age. The tidings spread with great rapidity throughout 
the town and neighbourhood, and every voice mournfully 
re-eehoed, "He is gone! " 

On the following Sabhatli, a day previous to the inter­
ment, the Rev. 'I'. N. Toller, pastor of the Independent 
church at Kettering, and the highly respected friend of 
the deceased, delivered a discourse on the occasion to his 
own congregation; and chose for his text the pathetic 
exclamation in 1 Kings xiii. 30. Alas, my brother! The 
just and discriminating remarks, which appear in the fol-
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lowing extracts from the sermon, are not less honourable 
to the preacher than they will be gratifying to the pious 
and intelligent reader. 

"With regard to the much respectea friend and Chris­
tian minister, lately removed," says Mr. Toller, "it might 
appear unbecoming and indelicate in me to enter far into 
his character and case, particularly as this will be done to 
so much greater advantage on the approaching day; but 
thus much I could hardly satisfy myself without advancing 
on this occasion. 

" I trust I am sincerely disposed to join in the general 
and just tribute, which his friends and the public are in­
clined to pay to his abilities, his sound sense, and solid un­
derstanding; and to his unwearied diligence and uncon­
querable ardour, in supporting and pursuing the interests 
of the best of causes; and that, not only in the common 
duties of his profession, but more particularly in the prop­
agation of Christianity in the foreign climes of India. Per­
haps no individual, next to the unequalled CAREY, no indi­
'Vidual at least at /tome, has done so much to promote that 
cause; and considering the few advantages of early edu­
cation which he enjoyed, the eminence to which he has 
risen, the influence he had acquired, and the means of use­
fulness which he had collected and secured, are so much 
the more extraordinary, ·and reflect the great(ir credit on 
his memory. 

" The variety and compass of his writings, though all 
bearing on one grand point, yet serve to show what sheer 
abilities, sound principle, ardent zeal, and persevering ap­
plication can do. I have read his works, (some of them 
more than once) with much satisfaction, and I trust with 
siime improvement; that such improvement has not amount­
ed to more, ought to bfl attributed to myself. I have not a 
doubt but that they have been of real and extensive use in 
the Christian church, in support of the radical prmciples 
of evangelical religion, and will continue to be so after· his 
dust shall mingle with the clods of the valley. It 1s a sat­
isfaction to me to reflect, that fo the great leading views of 
vital Christianity, he expresses very nearly my oll'u senti­
ments; though it is not to be expected that persons who 
think for themselves on sacred subjects, should on every 
point • see eye to eye.' You will not, therefore, expect 
that I should profess myself able to subscribe to every ar-

B B 
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ticle in his theological creed : still, however, it is a pleasure 
to me to reflect now, that differing only on points of sub­
ordinate importance, wherever that was the case, we always 
agreed to differ. 

"Though living in the same town, engaged in the same 
profession, and that under the banners of different denom­
inations, for about thirty years, I do not recollect that 
ever an angry word passed between us, or a single jar 
occurred, by our means, among our respectil•e connections. 
At the same time, I would not mention this in the spirit 
of a vain compliment, either to him or to myself, but 
desire to be deeply sensible of a thousand deficiencies 
and errors in other respects; nor would I be understood, 
in a servile spirit of fulsome flattery, as representing him 
as a faultless character; or holding him up in all respects 
as a model of the Christian temper; for alas! of whom 
can you say, ' be ye followers of him,' unless you insert 
the restrictive clause, so far as he was ' a follower of 
Christ.' 

"While, then, 1 think him an eminent loss to his family, 
a general loss to society and the church of Chri5t, and per• 
haps an irreparable loss to his own denomination, I trust I 
can, with truly Christian cordiality, follow him up to the 
footstool of his Master's throne, and congratulate him on 
that' \,Veil done, good and faithful servant,' which I ha,·e 
no doubt he has received. . 

"I conclude with remarking, that in no one point, either 
from his writings which 1 have read, or the sermons I have 
heard from him, or the interviews and conversations I have 
had with him,-in nothing can I so fully join issue with 
him, as in the manner of his dying. Had he gone off full 
of rapture and transport, I might have said, ' Oh, let me 
die the triumphant death of the righteous!' But it would 
have been far more than I could have realized, or expect­
ed in my own case: but the state of his mind towards the 
last, appears to have been, if I may so express it, 'after 
my own heart.' He died as a penitent sinner at tlw foot 
of tlte cross. At my last parting I shook hands with him 
twice, and observed, with some emotion, not expecting to 
~ee him more, 'we have lived harmoniously many years 
m the same place ; 1 trust we shall one day meet abore." 
I think the last religious sentence he dropped to me was, 
' Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life.' 
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" Being reminded of his missionary labours, he replied, 
'Ah! the object was unquestionably good ;' but adverted 
to the mixture of motives, to the influence of which we are 
liable in supporting the best of causes. To another friend, 
who was congratulating him in a similar style, he replied, 
' I have been a great sinner; and if I am saved at all, it 
must be by great and sovereign grace.' Here the dying 
minister-the dying friend speaks all my heart: here I 
come nearer to him at his death than I have ever done 
through the whole course of his life. The testimony of a 
Christian conscience is at all times invaluable ; but in the 
dying moments of a fallen creature, it can afford no more 
than auxiliary support; the grand prominent hold of the 
trembling soul, must be 'the golden chain that comes down 
from heaven.' It is the immediate, personal, realizing ap­
plication; it is the broad palpable hope of salvation for pen­
itent sinners, through the riches of divine grace in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, that throws every thing else to the shades. 
It is not the voice of congratulation on the best spent life, 
however just, that is most acceptable in those awful mo­
ments, to pious minds; that is often heard with trembling 
diffidence and conscious apprehension, of contaminating 
motives and counteracting effects. The sweetest music in 
the ears of expiring piety, must be struck from another 
string : 'This is the record, that God hath given unto us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son-The wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.' 

"In all probability, my bones will be deposited not far 
from his. God grant that I may die in the same temper, 
and in the same hope; and that our spirits may be united 
in the day of the Lord ! Amen.'' 

On the following day, May 15, 1815, the mortal remains 
of Mr. Fuller were interred in the burying ground adjoin­
ing the place of worship, where he had preached for two 
and thirty years. The funeral solemnities were numerous­
ly attended by persons from all the adjacent towns; the 
mourning resembled that in Egypt when Jacob died, and 
both ministers and people vied with each other in paying 
the last token of respect to his memory. CrowJs of peo­
ple rushed into the meeting house, the galleries of which 
had been propped in several places to prevent any accident 
or alarm, and still there were many who could not be ad­
mitted. At a quarter before five the funeral procession en-
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tered, and the coffin was placed in the table pew. l\ir. 
Toller began the service in prayer, with great fervour and 
devotion; Dr. Ryland preached the funeral sermon, from 
Romans viii. 10, which was afterwards printed; and Mr. 
Robert Hall delivered the oration. Six ministers, of the 
different denominations in Kettering, bore the pall ; name­
ly, two clergymen of the Establishment, two of Mr. Wes­
ley's connection, Mr. Toller, and Mr. John Hall, assistant 
and successor to the deceased. Dr. Ryland spoke a fow 
words at the grave, at the time of the interment. 

"It is pleasing to reflect," as has been observed by Dr. 
Newman, "that a spontaneous homage was paid to him by 
persons of all ranks and degrees. Mtn of education and 
learning, men of distinction in wealth and office, the poor 
and illiterate, Christians in the establishment and out of it, 
of all denominations, hung delighted upon his lips ;" and 
when those lips were sealed in death, they poured out their 
tears upon his grave. And as long as the spiritual achieve­
ments in India are recollected, it cannot be forgotten, that 
FULLER LIVED AND DIED A MARTYR TO THE MISSION. 

In unison with the general testimonies of e::tecm, the 
most respectable Society in Great Britain paid their tribute 
to departed worth, by transmitting the following entry from 
their Minutes, on the 22nd of May following. " The Com­
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, learn with 
deep regret, the decease of the late Rev. Andrew Fuller, 
Secretary to the Baptist Missionary Society; and impress­
ed with a sense of the valuable services rendered by that 
excellent individual, in promoting the translation and cir­
culation of the sacred Scriptures in the east, desire to unite 
their condolence on this afflictive event with those of their 
Baptist brethren to whom he was more particularly alli­
ed, and of the Christian world by whom his memory will 
deserve to be held in • affectionate and grateful venera­
tion." 

The congregation at Kettering memorialized the solemn 
event, by erecting a Monumental Tablet with the followincr 
Inscription:-

0 
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IN MEMORY OF TIIEIR REVERED AND BELOVED PASTOR1 

THE REV. ANDREW FULLER, 

THE CHURCH AND CONGREGATION HAVE ERECTED THIS TABLET, 

HIS ARDENT PIETY1 

THE STRENGTH AND SOUNDNESS OF HIS JUDGMENT1 

HIS INTBIATE KNOWLEDGE OF TIIE HUMAN HEART1 

AND HIS PROFOUND AC~UAINTANCE WITH THE SCRIPTURES 1 

EMINENTLY ~UALIFIED HIM FOR THE MINISTERIAL OFFICE, 

WHICH HE SUSTAINED AMONGST THEM TIIIRTY TWO YEARS. 

THE FORCE AND ORIGINALITY OF HIS GENIUS1 

AIDED BY UNDAUNTED FIRMNESS 1 

RAISED HIM FROM OBSCURITY 

TO HIGH DISTINCTION IN THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. 

BY THE WISDOM OF HIS PLANS 1 

AND BY HIS UNWEARIED DILIGENCE IN EXECUTING THEM 1 

HE RENDERED THE MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES 

TO THE 

BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY; 

OF WHICH HE WAS THE SECRETARY FROM ITS COMMENCEMENT1 

AND 'fO THE PROSPERITY OF WHICH HE DEVOTED HIS LIFE. 

IN ADDITION TO HIS OTHER LABOVRS 1 

HIS WRITINGS ARE NUMEROUS AND CELEBRATED. 

BE DIED, MAY 7th, 18151 A.OED 61. 

Bn2 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Brief Review of Mr. Fuller's Character. 

AFTER what has been advanced in the preceding page~, 
on the subject of Mr. Fuller's abilities as a preacher and a 
writer, his missionary pursuits, general labours, and useful­
ness-all of which demand, and will receive, the tribute of 
esteem from Christians of every denomination, and be 
long and gratefully remembered by posterity-it is presum­
ed that little more will be expected than a few remarks 
on some of the prominent features of his character, for the 
purpose of deriving instruction from the excellencies and 
defects which they exhibit, and of discharging the duty of 
a faithful and impartial biographer; especially as these 
Memoirs have already extended beyond the limits which 
the author had prescribed, though without exhausting the 
materials he had prepared to lay before the reader. 

The favoured individual, whose life and character we 
are now contemplating, and who was so eminently formed 
for active and important services, was evidently endowed 
with great mental and corporeal strength, and possessed, 
according to his own expressive phrase, "a large portion 
of being,"-

" A frame of adamant, a soul of fire, 
No dangers fright him, and no labours tire." 

In person, he was above the middle stature, tall, stout, and 
muscular; his ;;ombre aspect impressive of fear, and repul­
sive to approach. And being, as he said, "of an athletic 
frame, and of a daring spirit, he was ofien in early life en­
gaged in such exercises and exploits as might have issued 
in death, if the good hand of God had not preserved him." 
Alluding to those days of vanity, he would quote with sen­
sible emotion the words of the prophet ; "let not the 
mighty man glory in his might;" but having been a fa­
mous wrestler in his youth, he seldom met with a stout man 
without making an ideal comparison of strength, and pos­
sessing some of his former feelings in reference to its ex­
ercise. If necessity required, he was still by no means 
deficient in courage, of which some evidence was given 
after he removed to Kettering. When his rest was disturb­
ed by the conduct of disorderly persons, he would some­
times rise in the night, rush alone into the street, half 
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dressed, and quell the disturbance, without any apprehen-
sion of danger. - • 

His nerves were uniformly so firm, that he seemed to be 
made almost without fear; and such was his invincibility 
and perfect self-command, that it may be doubted whether 
he was ever seen in a state of agitation. Often would he 
divert himself with the saying of old lady Huntingdon's, 
who, on noticing the eff~minacy of modern times, would 
"thank God that she was born befoie nerves were in fash­
ion;" and whether Mr. Fuller also enjoyed this singular 
felicity or not, no man was less troubled with nervous sen­
sibilities than himself. A bout the year 1793, the shock of 
an earthquake was felt across the kingdom, a little before 
eleven o'clock at night. Mr. Fuller had preached that 
evening at Bray brook, a few miles from Kettering, and was 
just retired to rest. The friend at whose house he lodged, 
being much alarmed, awoke him, by reporting the dreadful 
tidings of an earthquake! "Very well," said he, " I must 
sleep," and with perfect composure and satisfaction he con­
tinued his devoirs to Morpheus, while the frightened fam­
ily were penetrated with dread and consternation. 

His mode of living had an air of patriarchal simplicity; 
he seldom indulged in any thing more than the plainest 
food, and was very moderate in the use of fermented liquor. 
He carried his idea of economy to an extreme, deeming it 
scarcely allowable 'to eat animal food more than once a 
day: and when he occasionally departed from this rule, he 
would remark that it was a luxury somewhat like that of 
the prophet, who had 'bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the evening.' Possessing a robust con• 
stitution, and having been brought up, nearly, in habits of 
rusticity, he was unable to make due allowance for those 
whose manners were differently formed, or whose health 
required another mode of treatment. Hence he was in 
some instances severe in his reflections upon others, equal­
ly economical with himself, though in a different way, but 
who could not exactly adopt his ideas of frugality, or con­
form to the unrefined nature of his regimen. Free from 
parsimony and selfishness, the rigid sentiments and feelings 
which he carried into every department and into all the 
duties of life, left but little room for the expressions of hos­
pitality, or even the ordinary forms of civility. Natur~ had 
formed him to endure hardness ; and as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ, he found a higher motive for his obedience 
and self-denial. 
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He was generally regular in his hours of rest, and pos­
sessed an even flow of spirits, bordering upon cheerfulness. 
Being requested to publish something on religious melan­
choly, for the relief of persons afflicted with it, he replied, 
"I know little or nothing about it ; and what could any 
body write on such a subject 1" In the early part of life, 
when in company with a chosen friend, he was fond of 'the 
heel of an evening;' and while engaged on religious topics, 
he would sometimes indulge in close and ardent conversa­
tion till the dawning of the day. He seldom allowed him­
self in night studies, or made any great efforts in early 
rising. He was a disciple of nature, and loved the order 
established in her empire. When some persons wondered 
how he wrote so much, preached so often, and entered up­
on such a multiplicity of engagements, he used very pleas­
antly to tell a tale about Dr. Gill. A gentleman having 
heard of his great learning and voluminous writings, called 
upon him to inquire by what extraordinary means he had 
achieved so much, and wherein his peculiar habits consist­
ed. The doctor answered, he did not know that there was 
any thing extraordinary about it; for he ate, and drank, 
and rose, and slept, like other people. And though Mr. 
Fuller may be said to have done the work of almost ten 
men, he never seemed to be hurried, or to use any extraor­
dinary means to accomplish it. 

In domestic life he was calm and tranquil, reposing in 
the bosom of his family with great contentment and satis­
faction. No man more enjoyed the softened pleasures of 
"home, sweet home," or entered with greater feeling into 
its interests and concerns; yet he ne1•er returned from his 
numerous fatiguing journeys to indulge himself in ease, or 
like one who sought a refuge from the intensity of labour, 
but solely with a view of renewing and multiplying his ef­
forts in another form. instead of requiring a total seclusion 
from every interruption, or burying himself six feet deep 
in his study, in order to prepare the numerous publications, 
which in one shape or other were constantly issuing from 
his pen, he generally sat at his desk, surrounded with the 
members of his family, in their common sitting-room, where, 
with astonishing rapidity, he composed his various papers 
for the press, and maintained at the same time, a most ex­
tensive and unremitted correspondence with the four quar­
ters of the globe. He needed no excuse for delay, nor 
had any one cause to complain of his want of punctuality. 
If he wanted time to answer the numerous letters address-
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ed to him, he made it by some exercise of self-denial, and 
was in every thing the determined enemy of procrastina­
tion. Such was his plan of operation, that he had no oc­
casion to exclaim with a heathen emperor, "I have lost a 
day;" ·every hour was fully occupied in the duties of his 
station. 

His spirit was ardent and invincible, displaying an almost 
unequalled decision of character. His ju<lgment on most 
points, whether of a religious or temporal nature, was gen­
erally formed with such force and precision, that he seem­
ed a stranger to hesitation, and seldom found occasion to 
review any of his resolutions. In difficult cases he some­
times consulted a few friends; but his conduct was invari­
ably determined by his own ju<lgment. In missionary con­
cerns, which belonged not to !Jimself only, and which in­
volved the public interests of religion, he was much in the 
the habit of advising with his friend and coadjutor, Mr. 
Sutcliffe; into the texture of whose mind, caution was so 
thickly interwoven as nearly to destroy its elasticity, and 
who in some cases needed to be cautioned against caution 
itself. When .Mr. Fuller received any intelligence from 
India which perplexed him, he would tie up his papers, get 
upon his horse, and ride over to Olney; where he could 
see things better, he used to say, than he could at Ketter­
ing. But having once settled in his own mind the ques­
tion of right, on whate·ver subject, he would pursue his 
course with undeviating perseverance. There was a firm­
ness in his principles and proceedings, which neither admit­
ted relaxation nor delay. Difficulties and disappointments, 
instead of producing discouragement, afforded a fresh ex­
citement to action, and in a good cause he never despaired 
of success. He had no idea of ease or rest, but seemed to 
contemplate life only as a scene of perpetual activity, in 
which he was to serve his generation by the will of God. 
Even to the very last, he spoke of death, not as the termi­
nation of a mortal existence, but as the end of all those la­
bours, in which he had found his cliief delight. He was 
not a man to whom mediocrity, in any sense, could be at­
tributed. Promptitude, vigour, and resolution, marked his 
entire character. Quick in apprehension and discernment, 
he was no less speedy and ardent in action. Never did any • 
man appear more fully to realize the worth of time, or to 
enter more practically into Solomon's maxim : " Whatsoev­
er thy hand findeth _to do, do it with thy mig~t; fo~ there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom m tho 
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grave whither thou goest." He worked while it is called 
to-day, like one who seemed continually aware that the night 
cometh, when no man can work. 

Mr. Fuller posse~sed considerable taste for reading; but 
as he had not time to consult many authors, his knowledge 
of course was less various than profound ; and for the gen­
erality of modern publications especially, he entertained no 
'l'ery high esteem. His library for several years was not 
much larger than John Ilunyan's, consisting chiefly of a 
scanty collection of the writings of the Puritans, and those 
of the New-England school. He was very partial to Owen 
and Bunyan. 'l'he,.Jloly War he considered as the ablest 
of Bunyan's works, written on true metaphysical princi­
ples, without any of the parade of argument. Owen on 
Indwelling Sin, and on Spiritual Mindedness, displayed, as 
he thought, a depth of judgment, and a knowledge of hu­
man nature, scarcely to be found in any other author. 
President Edwards on the ,vill, and also on the Affections, 
he constantly recommended; the one as containing the 
ablest defence of theological theses, and the other as delin­
eating the genuine nature of experimental piety. As for 
himself, who stood less in need of auxiliary aid, the Bible 
was his lilHary, his treasury of knowledge, from whence 
he derived with the happiest success, his numerous allu­
sions and illustrations. While the elegant scholar was 
studying to become acquainted with the Greek and Latin 
poets, his intimacy was with David and Isaiah, and the rest 
of the sacred classics. What he read of human authors 
was merely subordinate, and with a view to some critical 
illustration of the inspired writings. The fire of original 
genius was constantly fed by this boundless source of in­
telligence ; and this it was that rendered his preaching 
and conversation peculiarly interesting, affording fresh ex­
citements to zeal and diligence in the study of the holy 
Scriptures. ' 

But if spirituality consists in an aptness for spiritual ex­
ercises, or in the prevalence of devout affections, in this 
Mr. Fuller was not eminent. His turn of mind led him to 
cultivate the intellectual and practical parts of religion, 
rather than the devotional ; and the want of fervour and 
enlargement, especially in the duty of prayer, was noticed 
and lamented by several of his brethren. He discorered 
au habitual and commendable disposition to converse on 
religious subjects, and appeared to have but little relish for 
any other ; but it was his remarks on their consistency and 
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propriety, their harmony and tendency, as affording grounds 
for rational belief, and motives to holy obedience, that be­
came the subject of admiration, rather than any remarka­
ble degree of spirituality displayed in the discussion, or any 
immediate or successful effort to impress the heart and kin­
dle the fire of devotion. To this cause has already been 
attributed the want of adequate success in the discharge of 
his professional engagements; and with the exception aris­
ing from late experience, such was the general complexion 
of his religious constitution. 

The fertility of his genius is universally acknowledged ; 
and qis aptness to improve the occurref,ces of life to sacred 
purposes, was conspicuous on various occasions. Scarcely 
any thing passed under his notice without affording a les­
son of instruction, and many of his sermons had their ori­
gin in local circumstances, which furnished both the topic 
of discourse, and the medium of illustration. Previous to 
the Association at Nottingham, in 1784, he was going to 
preach at some distance from home, after a heavy fall of 
rain, which had inundated a part of the road, so as nearly 
to render it impassable. Depending on the information of 
a guide who went with him, he ventured to cross the flood 
to some distance; but as he advanced, the danger increas­
ed, and the water soon reached his horse's saddle. Mr. 
Fuller tl10ught they were plunging into certain destruction, 
and was unwilling to proceed. Ilut his guide called out, 
"Go forward, go forwa,d-all will be well;" and still de­
pending on his testimony, they were landed safe on the 
other side. This singtilar occurrence suggested to him 
the necessity of a guide, and the importance of " walking 
by faith, and not by sight," in our passage to the heavenly 
world; a subject which he afterwards so happily illustra­
ted, in the earliest., and one of the best of his printed ser­
mons.* 

Few persons possessed a larger share of genuine wit 
than Mr. Fuller, or were more apt at repartee. In some 
instances he was severely sarcastic, and the propensity 
to satirize was one of his besetting sins. Earlier in life he 
allowed himscl f a latitude which his maturer years disap­
proved; but he was at all times utterly averse from pollut­
ing the sanctity of religion with the levity of a jest. The 
application of Scripture phraseology to common purposes, 
implying a comparison between sacred and secular con-

* See page 138. 
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cerns, grated upon his car, and sometimes greatly wound­
ed his feelings. He was once travelling in company to St. 
Ives and St. Noets, a little undetermined which of the 
places he should visit first, both being in the same neigh­
bourhood. Arriving at two cross roads, with one of the 
towns on his right and the other on his left, he was asked, 
"To which of the Saints wilt thou turn 1" Instead of 
smiling at the question, his heart was grieved ; and to the 
end of the journey, he lectured on the impropriety of such 
irreverent allusions. In the pulpit especially, he could not 
endure any thing that had the appearance of lightness; and 
severely condemned the meanness that can a,•ail itself of 
the silence which decency imposes upon an audience, to 
render it the vehicle of personal invective; yet he could 
on some occasions convey a pointed reproof with perfect 
good humour, and in a way that indicated the shrewdness 
of his observation. On a Lord's day in the afternoon, per­
ceiving some of his hearers to be drowsy as soon as he had 
read his text, he struck hi.s Bible three times against the side 
of the pulpit, calling out, " What, asleep already 7 1 am of­
ten afraid I should preaclt you asleep ; but the fault cannot 
be mine to-day, for I have not yet begun !" 

" It is very well known," says a monthly editor, " that 
Mr. Fuller was generally candid and forbearing towards 
young ministers, and ready to assist them in the explica­
tion of a subject, or in the composition of a sermon ; but 
he also knew how to chastise vanity, ignorance, and con­
ceit, and was not very sparing with persons of this de­
scription. A young man calling on him on a Saturday, 
and announcing rather consequentially, that he was going 
to preach on the morrow at a little distance; Mr. Fuller 
asked him for his text. He readily answered that he was 
going to preach from," One thing is needful." And what 
is that one thing, said Mr. Fuller. Tyro replied without 
hesitation, Cltrist, certainly. Why then, said he, you are 
worse than the Socinians. They do allow him to be a 
man, but you are going to reduce him to a mere ' thing.' 
This unfortunate remark spoiled Tyro's sermon ; and when 
he arrived at the place of his destination, where the flock 
was waiting for his sage instructions, he had not courage 
to bring forward what he had provided with much study 
and care.''* On another occasion, after delivering a ser­
mon to a distant congregation, he was rather rudely 

*New Evan. Mag. 1815, page 365, 
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accosted by one of the would-be judges of evangelical 
preaching, who said to him, as he descended the pulpit 
stairs, "You left Christ at home, sir!" "Did I indeed 1" 
replied Mr. Fuller: "then I shall hope to find him there 
when I return." Repartees of this kind abounded in his 
conversation ; and both in his sermons and writings there 
is a greater variety of apophthegms than is usually to be 
met with in modern authors,. 

It was asserted by the ingenious bishop Atterbury, "that 
there never was a good writer who had not the art of trans­
planting into his own writings, the beauties of his prede­
cessors; and that the man who imitated nobody, would 
probably find 110 imitators." Whether this remark be just 
or not, it was totally inapplicable to Mr. Fuller, who had a 
stronger claim to the praise of _originality than most of those 
who are denominated men of genius. It has been insinua­
ted, however, by some of his opponents, that he borrowed 
his religious system from Richard Baxter, and that he pub­
lished as his own, some ingenious sentiments which are to 
be found in the writings of President Edwards.* That he 
never availed himself of the labours of others, need not 
be affirmed; nor would it be creditable to his understand­
ing; but every one acquainted with him must know, that 
he looked at every thing with his own eyes, and that his 
mind was habitually occupied with his own thoughts; and 
it would be marvellous in the extreme, if every coincidence 
between two or three thinking and powerful minds must 
be liable to _the charge of plagiarism. Mr. Fuller assured­
!}' believed many things which Baxter and other good men 
believed ; but to call him on that account a Baxterian, or 
to affirm that he took his leading sentiments from that wri­
ter, is just as equitable as to make a Socinian of him be­
cause he happened to believe in the humanity of Christ, 
and in the doctrine of the resurrection. The fact is, that 
he had not seen the polemical writings of Baxter, till after 
he had published what others called his Baxterianism; and 
then, to meet the charge, he for the first time took the 
trouble to examine them. Having done so, he observed 
in a letter to a friend, "T have lately been reading the con­
troversial pieces of Baxter, and found them tedious and 
crabbed in the extreme. lt is true, they contain some of 

* New Evan. M11.g. 1815, p. 277. 
CC 
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my sentiments, but much that I disapprove." It is obvious 
enough, that his turn of thinking and mode of ex_pression 
were entirely his own; he had no models, nor dtd he so 
much as possess the power of imitation. When a friend 
had revised one of his earlier manuscripts, with a view of 
suggesting a few literal alterations previously to its being 
sent to press, Mr. Fuller observed, " that in no instance 
where the meaning would be affected, ought any alteration 
to be made for the sake of rendering the sentence more 
elegant, without the concurrence of the author. No one 
but him can perceive the shades of meaning with exact­
ness. I would not suffer a work of mine to be corrected 
by the best writer upon earth, unless I had the revision of 
his corrections. He might write a work more correctly 
than I, but he would make my work more incorrect." He 
could seldom reconcile himself to the drudgery of quota­
tion, even where it might have been <lone to advantage; 
but used to say, in allusion to the spider, that he liked best 
to publish what he had spun out of his own bowels. ln 
the composition of his sermons, his rule was, to consult no 
commentator on his text, till after he had formed his own 
judgment, and then but very rarely, and in the way which 
he himself has mentioned in his posthumous discourses on 
the Apocalypse.* The praise of originality cannot be de­
nied to him, without the most manifest injustice. 

There was. an independence and an ingenuousness about 
him, which could not escape the most transient observer. 
He scorned every thing that was mean and selfish, and was 
one of the last men in the world to plume himself with 
borrowed feathers. He hated all manner of guile and de­
ceit, and whatever is assumed as a di~guise to sentiment 
and feeling. Affectation and vanity were the objects of 
his supreme contempt. Vanity, he used to say, was the 
sin of little minds, and pride of great ones; and when any 
instances of this kind obtruded upon his attention, they did 
not fail to awaken his keenest satire. Yet, much as he ab­
horred the appearance of conceit and arrogance, especially 
in religious characters, he took pleasure in giving counte­
nance and encouragement to real and modest worth. He had 
no envious or rancorous feelings about him ; his constitution 
was unproductive of the meaner vices. Disinterested and 
self-denied, he had no worldly ambition to gratify, no sor-

* Preface, p. xi. 
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did appetites to indulge. There was a transparent sin­
cerity in all his actions, • and even the misguided parts 
of his conduct were entitled to the praise of good inten­
tion. 

The patience and the fortitude with which Mr. Fuller 
sustained the various trials of heart and intellect, have been 
in part exemplified in the former pages of these Memoirs. 
We have witnessed the overflowings of his soul under the 
most painful bereavements; and the agonies produced by 
some of his living sorrows; we have also seen that his grief 
was generally moderated as well as sanctified by the influ­
ence of religious principle, which not only prevented des­
pondency and discontent, but conducted him to the only 
source of hope and consolation. In seasons of deep dis­
tress, he would sometimes set himself apart for fasting and 
prayer; and afflictions, though often grievous, seldom fail­
ed to produce in him the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
Towards the latter part of life especially, these effects be­
came more visible. The memoranda of his experience on 
these occasions, which he was. in the habit of preserving, 
might, in the hands of a judicious biographer, have fur­
nished much valuable instruction to the friends of vital god­
liness, and discovered more of the genuine exercises of his 
heart than can be known through any other medium. But 
there was one feature in his domesti_c afflictions, too amia­
ble and interesting to be overlooked. Instead of sending 
to a distance for some minister of his own denomination, 
to conduct the usual solemnities attendant upon mortality, 
he almost invariably resorted to his truly respectable and 
re11erend brother, the late Mr. Toller, minister of the In­
dependent congregation in the same town, in whose sym­
pathy and friendship he found that succour and relief 
which we look for in a day of trouble. Nor did Mr. Fuller 
fail to return equal expressions of regard, when it came 
to the lot of his amiable friend· to experience similar be­
reavements. This lovely conduct was dictated, not only 
by reciprocal affection and esteem, but by the words of in­
spiration, which Mr. Fuller often quoted on these occasions: 
" Go not into thy brother's house in the day of thy calami­
ty: better is a neighbour that is near, than a brother 
far off:" , 

Courage and resolution, we have already remarked, were 
constituent to his nature ; they also received an impetus 
from his moral system, and the importance which he at• 
tached to an upright and decided conduct. In advocating 
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the cause of God and truth against open and disguised in­
fidels, and against the enemies of missions at home and 
abroad, he evinced the boldness of a lion ; regarding neith­
er the frowns of the great, nor the combinations of the pow­
erful. He would have admonished a wicked prince with 
the courage of a Latimer, had he been called to it; and 
gone in before Pharaoh, not fearing the wrath of the king. 
The heroism blended with his character is strongly mark­
ed in the style and tenour of his writings, and in the sirni­
lies employed in the illustration of his subjects; all breathe 
a martial air, and bid defiance to the enemy. He appear­
ed most in his element when surrounded with difficul­
ties, and exposed to the attack of numerous opponents; 
then he could "ride in the whirlwind, and direct the 
storm." 

It is not surprising, that talents of so high an order should 
have acquired a most extensive influence; superiority of 
mind contains a warrant for command, and men in general 
arc willing to pay the tribute clue. l\Ir. Fuller did not as­
sume the dictatorship, it was freely given to him ; the def­
erence shown to his judgment decided every thing, and from 
it there was no appeal. Probably many other circles in the 
religious world enjoy a similar advantage, where the think­
ing ot one man saves the trouble to all the rest; yet it may 
be doubted whether this easy expedient be not productive 
of some injurious effects, and amongst others, that of pros­
tratiug the human faculties before the object of their admi­
ration, till it ceases to be tangible, and becomes invested 
with some imaginary grandeur, which it would be awful to 
approach. Hence arises the timidity in examining charac­
ter, the disposition to give too high a colouring to biograph­
ical sketches, and to confound every just distinction with 
indiscriminate and unmeaning praise. It is better for us to 
know that every thing pertaining to man is imperfect, and 
that where we see much positive excellence, we may expect 
to find some positive defects; then only are we placed in a 
situation to contemplate the lives of the best. of men to ed­
ification and advantage. It was on this principle that Mr. 
Fuller conducted his expository lectures on the book of 
Genesis; and in examining the ·history of the patriarchs, 
he unreservedly exposed the spots and blemishes that were 
to be found in their characters. It cannot be pretended 
that he was himself more exempt from the infirmities of 
our fallen nature, than were those illustrious worthies; and 
certain it is, that Mr. Fuller had no such views of his own 
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character, any more than of the character of others, who 
were most celebrated for th·eir piety. 

"The most perfect instruction for the generality of man• 
kind, which history furnishes," says an able writer, "is 
supplied from the exhibition of the mixed ; that is, of im­
perfect characters. Unvarying scenes of fraud, violence 
and blood ; the representation of undeviating, unrelenting, 
unblushing profligacy, must of necessity create disgust,"or 
diminish the horror of vice.· The real annals of mankind 
present no model of pure and perfect virtue but one ; and 
from its singularity, it cannot in all respects serve as a pat­
tern for imitation. We contemplate it at an awful distance; 
we feel ourselves every moment condemned by it; we turn 
from the divine excellency which covers our faces with 
shame, and casts us down to the ground, towards the mercy 
which has sealed our pardon, and the grace which raises 
us up again."• 

Though Mr. Fuller's natural temper was neither churlish 
nor morose, it was not distinguished by gentleness. There 
was a sturdiness about him, which gave an appearance of 
roughness and severity to his behaviour, often forbidding 
to strangers, and sometimes disagreeable to his friends. A 
vigorous constitution and uncultivated habits, allied to an 
independent and ardent mind, occasioned an excess of free­
dom and fidelity, not unfrequently at variance with the soft­
er passions, and producing a luxuriance of the severer vir­
tues. " Men of a rough and unsparing address," as the 
amiable Cowper observes, " should take great care that 
they are always in the right; the justness and propriety of 
their sentiments and censures being the only tolerable apol­
ogy that can be made for their severity;" but this kind of 
infallibility could no more be predicated of Mr. Fuller, than 
of any other man. He had too much dignity to be offend­
ed on trifling occasions, was never fond of litigation, and 
seldom engaged in personal disputes ; his mien and aspect 
afforded him the most ample protection from the intrusions 
of petulance and conceit. Having been often reminded of 
his stern behaviour, which had become rather a general 
subject of co'!!Plaint, he ventured one day to mention it in 
a company orTninisters, by way of appeal. One of them 
replied, "Why, Sir, you do not appear likely to make war 
without some just occasion ; but it is pretty evident (point• 
ing to his eyebrows) that you keep up a formidable 

* Hunter's Sacred Biography, vol. iv. p. 225. 
Cc2 
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peace establishment." The company of course enjoyed 
the pleasantry of this remark, till another of them perceiv­
ing the effect it was likely to produce, added, "We had 
better slop ; or we shall be in danger of putting brother 
Fuller's troops into motion." 

Every one acquainted with Mr. Fuller's powers of de­
scription, and who has noticed the accuracy and fidelity 
with which he has delineated some of the scripture char­
acters,. in his discourses on the book of Genesis, would 
feel a sort of eager curiosity to inspect some of the moral 
profiles of cotemporary characters, which he occasionally 
executed. The following is one of this description. Al­
luding to an eminent minister, whose life and labours 
adorned the last half century, he says, "His character, 
you may suppose, has often passed before my mind; and 
as it passed, I drew the following short sketch of it.-He 
is in general a man of great integrity ; but his prejudices 
are strong, and when once imbibed, in great danger of 
becoming inveterate. His integrity also is too much con­
fined to doing right, while lie is rigltt: let him but once 
commit a fault, and he is one of the last men from whom 
you may expect au ingenuous acknowledgment. The 
pride of consistency is his easy besetting sin."-With the 
exception only of the last part of this description every 
one acquainted with his character must see, that Mr. Ful­
ler in this instance, though undesignedly, drew a most 
correct likeness of himself, as well as of the respectable 
individual for whom it was intended. 

It is but justice however to add, that he was so deeply 
sensible of the ruggedness of his natural disposition, of 
his want of forbearance and moderation, and of his prone­
ness to undue severity, notwithstanding the gratuitous 
assertions of some of his injudicious and inconsiderate 
friends, who claim for him attributes which he never pos­
sessed, that he often made these failings a subject of au­
dible lamentation ; and no man more severely condemned 
what was wrong in his temper and conduct than he did 
himself. Having been freely admonished, he thus wrote 
in a letter afterwards : 

" I do most sincerely thank you for your remarks on my 
proneness to err in that way, and hope it will be my con­
cern to watch and pray against it. If I have thereby lost 
the love of my brethren, I must bear it as well as I can. 
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I do not doubt your love tq me ; and the greatest proof lies 
in your having pointed out to me my faults. 1 hope you 
will not withhold this kind of remarks in future." 

On another occasion he acknowledged, in a style of 
great pleasantness, his want of urbanity and politeness in 
his general deportment. 

" I seldom deal much," says he, "in complaisance; and 
when I do I seem to make .poor work of it. I took a lib­
erty with my friend, which I afterwards thought was too 
much, and so I bP.gged his pardon. But begging pardon is 
a thing so unusual with me, that it has well nigh thrown 
my friend into a melancholy; so I promise not to attempt 
any more apologies." 

These failings, however, though they cast a shade over 
his brightest performances, and diminish the esteem that 
is otherwise due to the most splendid talents, did not affect 
the grand motives by which his general conduct was direct­
ed. His entire character was formed of s·rERLING INTEG­
RITY, ramified into all his actions. In principle, as well as 
in doctrine, he "showed incorruptness," and great "sin­
cerity." The severest suspicion could never reach him; his 
elevation on this part of the moral scale placed him far be­
yond the keenest eye of jealousy, and nearer to the throne 
of eternal justice than is common to the most distinguish­
ed mortals. His sense .of honour and fidelity, allowed of 
no resort to the schemes of interest, or the too common 
arts of dishonest temporizing. No hopes, no fears, no 
considerations whatever, could cause him to deviate from 
what he judged to be the path of uprightness. Never was 
human integrity found more inflexible, or honesty more 
true to her intention. For this inestimable quality, he 
would have been admired and revered by Aristides the 
Just, whatever might be his deficiencies in the milder 
graces, or in the more superficial, though ornamental parts 
of the human character. Unlike as he was, in many re­
spects, to "that disciple whom Jesus loved," he bore a 
strong resemblance to that prince of apostles, who cut off 
the ear of Malchus. • 

It may be doubted whether, since the time of John Knox; 
any man could be found 011 this side the globe, who labour­
ed more to cultivate and extend the knowledge of the truth 
than Mr. Fuller; and to that emi11ent reformer he bore a 
strikin<T likeness, both in his excellencies and defects. 
Nor ea~ there be any hesitation in subscribing fully to the 
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sentiment that has been expressed by his venerable friend, 
the late Dr. Ryland,-That he was probably "the most ju­
dicious and able theological writer that ever belonged to the 
Baptist denomination; and that he will be highly esteem­
ed for his able defence of the truth as it is in Jesus, and 
for his zeal for the propagation of the gospel, not only by 
his cotemporaries of various religious persuasions, but by 
posterity, as long as the English language, and the history 
of the Baptist Mission to India shall endure." 



CHRISTij\N LIBRARY. 
PUBLISHED BY LINCOLN & EDMANDS, BOSTON. 

LINCOLN & EoHANDs are publishing Heat and cheap 
editions of a number of practical theological works, with 
elegant frontispieces, to be sold separately and also in sets, 
entitled THE CHRISTIAN LlllRARY. The following are al­
ready published. 

VoL. 1. BAXTER'S CALL. A new and beautiful ste­
reotype edition of Baxter's Call, with Chalmer's 
Introductory Essay, and several Minor Works 
of l\'Ir. Baxter, 18mo. with an elegant frontis­
piece-$-! doz. iri boards-$G bound, gilt. 

[r This invnluable work has rendered signal benefit to the cause 
of Christ, and been the happy meaus of awakening multitudes; and it 
is now presented in a cheap and al tracting form, anti will no doubt ex­
cite the attention of cbaritnblc distl'iliutcrs of religious works. The 
te:;timouies to its inestimable worth Me numcrnus. We select the fol­
lowing from a Senuon delivered before the Society for prnmoting Re­
ligious Knowledge, by-

DR. n,PPON, OF LONDON. 

'' Baxter's Call to the Unconverted has been· a successful publicll­
tion. Thn CALL seems to have been tl,e most useful of Mr. Baxter's 
works. It was drnwn up at the earnest re,p1est of Archbishop Usher. 
Six brothers in one family were converted by it. Twenty thousand 
copies were printed in about a yenr, by the Author's conseut. It was 
translated into French ancl Dutch, and learned foreigners in Polan,!, 
Hungary, and Helvetia, and in other parts, were very earnest to obtain 
it. Jn thirty-seven years, it passed into twenty-six editions. Mr. El­
liot, the i\poslle of the Indians, when he had translated the Bible into 
their Llnguage, translated for them the Call to the Unconverted. Hut 
I will terminate thi,; article with a very flattering opinion of the value 
of the Call, on the authority of the late truly amiable Dr. Gibbons. 
Dr. Watts said to him,' I would rather be the author of Baxter's Call· 
to the Uuconvertetl, than the author of l\Iilton's Paradise Lo,;t.'" 

From the Sabbath School Treasury. • 
"This CALL is too well known to need the approbation of a re­

viewe1·. W c rejoice to sec the book in its present neat, cheap d1·ess. 
Its intrinsic worth, anti form, will doubtless soon give it a place in 
most of the Sabbath School libraries in our land. This and the Saints' 
Rest aro wu,·th hundreds of the moral and religious fictions of the 
present day." • 

The l'uL>lbhers invite the attention of the Christian community to 
this neat and po1·table edition. 
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VoL. 2. BAXTER'S SAINTS' REST. 

: Rev. Mr. MALCOM, of Boston, says to the Publishers:-" I sincere• 
ly wish, that a work so excellent in itself, and which has received the 
seal of God's blessina, not only in the in,trnction and comfort of saints, 
but in the conversio~, by its instrumentality, of hundreds of souls, will 
now receive a very extended circulation." . 

Rev. Dr. W ~YLAND, President of Brown University, says:-" l 
am gratified to perceive that you have published a handsome edition of 
Baxter's Saints' Rest. Of the value of the work itself it is superfluous 
to speak. It has few equals in any language. The ordinary copies 
are most palpably beneath the value of the work." 

From the SABBATH SCHOOL TREASURY:-" This w01·k, known 
and prized so generally, is now stereotyped, by Lincoln &. Edmands, 
and sold for the very small sum of 37½ cents. Every Sabbath School 
Library should be furnished with at least one copy." 

VoL. 3. THE 11\HTATION OF CHRIST, by Thomas 
a Kempis, with Dr. Chalmer's Introductory Es­
say. A new edition, edited by Rev. Howard 
Malcom. • 

U This work has for three hundred years been esteemed one of 
the best practical books in existence, and has gone through a vast 
number of editions, not only in the original Latin, but in every lan­
~uage of Europe. Because, however, the author, a popish monk, 
intermingled many Roman CaLholic peculiarities in the work, it has 
been recommended by Pastors to their flocks, with some reservations. 
The late excellent Dr Payson, of Pol'tland, warmly recommended it, 
in a letter ,to a young clel'gyman, with the above exceptions. That 
the bPnefit of the work may be universally enjoyed, the translation of 
Payne, which best agrees with the original, has been revised by the 
Rev. Howard Malcom, an,! such retrenchments made, as adapt it to 
general use; and in ils amended fol'm it is receiving a very extensive 
circulation. , 

VoL. 4. JAMES' CHURCH MEMBER'S GUIDE, 
edited by Rev. J. 0. Choules. Third edition, 
enlarged, from the last London edition. Price 
$5 per dozen. 

A distinguished minister in South Carolina writes to the Publishers 
thus: "I shall try to encourage the churches in this section of the 
State, to aid in the circulation of this invaluable work." 

A gentleman in Virginia writes: "I wish every Christian to pos­
sess the Church Member's Guide." 

Almost every religiou~ periodical work, has most cordially recom• 
mended its distribution in the churches. 

The London EvangeEcal Magazine remarks, that D~acons would 
render an invaluable service by procuring a dozen to circulate among 
those who are unable to purchase. 

The l'Cspected pastor of a Congregational church in the vicinity of 
Boston, under date of Jan. 19, 1830, thus writes to the Publishers : 
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" I have seldom found so much, and so valuable instruction of .a 
practical kind, adapted to the use of church members, as such, com­
prised within so small a compass; and I verily believe that the best 
interests of the church of Christ, and of the individuals who compose 
it, require its extensive circulation. I sincerely wish that every pro­
f esso1· of 1·eligion in the land may possess this excelleut manual." 

VoL. 5. JAY'S LECTURES. The Christian Contem­
plated in a Course of Lectures. By William 
Jay. Second Edition. 75 cents. 

Encouraged by the sale of the octavo edition of this valuable work, 
the publishers have been induced to print it in the present neat and 
cheap form. By thus placing it in the list of books to comprise the 
Christian Library they also answer the requests of many of their friends, 
who wish that this excellent and interesting book should be as widely 
circulated in this community, as it is in England, where the venerable 
author is now preaching with distinguished success. 

A late London periodical, remarks: "It is an interesting publication 
-it abounds with valuable instruction; ancl the man who can take up 
the book, and read a dozen pages of it, without being the wiser and the 
better for it; without being convicted, instructed, or reproved, must 
be a singular character." 

From Rev. Francis Wayland,jr. D. D. President of Brown 
University. 

"I have read through Jay's" Christian Contemplated," with very 
great pleasure. It abounds with piety and good sense, and is remark­
ably adapted to improve the tone of piety in the present state of our 
churches." 

V oL. 6. TRAVELS OF TRUE GODLINESS. By 
Benjamin Keach. Re1·ised and improved. 
With a Memoir of his Life. By Howard Mal­
com, Pastor of Federal-Street Baptist Church, 
Boston. • • 

[? The lovers of allegorical writings will be highly gratified with 
the perusal of this interesting work. It presents a strikiug delineation 
of the obstacles which youth and old age, riches an<l po1•erty, formnli­
ty an<l legality, prc5cnt to true religion, and the necessity of thought­
fulness and serious consideration, to the acquisition of truth, and the. 
cordial reception of the i:ospel. 

The above works arc the commencement of a series, which the 
Publishers propostl to prosecuti·, lill they have comprised the greatest 
part of tlu, popular practical relij?;ious publications of this class, and 
they are happy to witness that· the public are disr1osed to patronize 
them in the undertakiug. Already three or four editions of some of 
the preceding works have been called for. Sabbath School and fam­
ily libraries should all be supplied with a copy. 
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MAJ.COM'S BIBJ.E DICTION ARY■ 

PUBLISHED BY LINCOLN&. EDMANDS. 

The rapid sale of the first edition of this useful work has 
seldom been equalled, and is a good commentary on its 
merits. It has been the great aim of the Author to render 
this second edition still more acceptable to the Christian 
public, by a close revision, and by copious additions. 

From tlie Classical Journal and Scliolar' s Review. 
"This book, which is 'intended principally for youth,' is 

a valuable companion to all, (and we trust that the number 
is not small,) who take delight in the perusal of the w9rd of 
God. It is not an expression of doubtful texts or doctrinal 
points, but a plain matter of fact account of many plants, an­
imals, and other objects mentioned in the Bible, as well as of 
several of the most intcrestin« circumstances recorded in the 
Old and New Testaments. 'I'o Sabbath School teachers and 
scholars, it is an invaluable work; indeed it should form part 
of the library of every one who values, and would proceed 
understandingly in the study of the 'Book of Books.' " 

From {he Boston Recorder. 

"It has been a source of regret to many, who have watch­
ed the progress of Sabbath School instruction, that while 
much attention has been justly paid to modifying and im­
proving the system of questions, the means of investigating 
and answering these questions have been hitherto compara­
tively neglected. That there are Biblical Dictionaries, which 
afford adequate assistance to the student in the Scriptures, 
none will deny; but it it equally true that their size and ex­
pense render them wholly inaccessible to the great body of 
the community. Most of them are deficient also in that 
simplicity and plainness, which are calculated to arrest the 
attention and instruct the minds of children and youth. 

"It is with feelings of no ordinary pleasure, that we no­
tice this publication. It is a neat little volume, ornamented 
and illustrated with thirteen wood cuts, and containincr 
brief definitions of the most important names, objects, and 
terms, which occur in the Holy Scriptures. A hasty peru­
sal is sufficient to show, that the author has admi1 ably suc­
ceeded in his plan. II is definitions arc brief, yet comprehen­
sive; simple, yet displaying much research and increnuity. 

"The work is well calculated to afford assista
0

nce to the 
youthful investigator of the Bible, and we therefore cheer­
fully recommend it to Sabbath Schools. 




