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PREFACE 

TO TflE 

AMERICAN EDITION. 

IMPERFECT biographies of Swartz have appeared at 

different times; but it is remarkable, that a complete 
history of his life was not published for nearly forty 
years after his decease. This-so long a desideratum 
-was furnished in the year I 834, by tlie Rev. Dr. 
Pearson, the well known biographer of Buchanan. 
The delay was occasioned by the difficulty of collect­
ing materials. Dr. Pearson's work has left us little to 
desire, as he had the object before him for many years, 
and enjoyed the best means of gaining infonnation. 
Indeed, he is rather redundant in materials; and it is 
by throwing out some of the less important of these, 
as well as by a smaller type and closer page, that the 
work was reduced, in the present edition, from an 
expensive octarn of two ,·olumes, without diminishing 
the interest or value of the memoir. The thread of 
the narrative has not been broken at all by the omis­
sions, as these consist, in a great degree, of letters, 
contents of which were anticipated either in other 
letters, or in the remarks of the biographer, which 
have been retained. 



IV PREFACE, 

The missionary labors of Swartz and of his asso­
ciates, must have a permanent and increasing interest 
in this country, from the fact thaL an American mission 
has just been commenced among the Tamul people on 
the contihent, on the very ground where Swartz and 
Gericke labored and prayed. Swartz is known to 
have extended his efforts to Jaffna in Ceylon. A 
branch of the American mission in that island, has 
just been formed at l\ladura, upon the continent, one 
of the outposts of the Tanjore mission. The influence 
of Swartz and his associates, was so diffused among 
the Tamul race, that all missionaries now among 
that people, are his successors. Some account of the 
different missions in the south of India, is inserted 
in the last chapter of this volume. The American 
missions will, unquestionably, become greatly extended 
and influential. Swartz and his companions labored, 
and we are now entering into their labors. Our en­
terprise is a continuation of theirs. Their history is 
necessary as an introduction to ours, and it always 
will be necessary, and always doubly interesting on 
that account. 

But the great, the substantial interest of this memoir 
is to be found in the character of Swartz. He was 
situated as no other Christian missionary ever was 
before. He was called to sustain the twofold char­
acter of a political adviser and of a missionary of Jesus. 
He was repeatedly intrusted by the l\Jadras govern­
ment, with services of the most delicate and respon­
sible character; in one or two instances, where the 
very existence of the British power in that part of 
India, seemed to lie entirely in his keeping. With 
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what integrity and single-mindedness, with what fidelity 
to the native and to the British interests alike, his 
whole course was marked, this volume contains most 
abundant proof. His intercourse with the l\Iadras 
government and with the nati\·e princes, was alto­
gether honorable and Christian. His moti\·es, and his 
whole interior frame, so far as they are developed by 
his actions and by his confidential correspondence, are 
in full accordance with the simplicity of his personal 
appearance and of his general reputation. There was 
nothing like chicanery, or double-dealing, or want of 
transparency in his conduct. Wl!en he might hHe ac­
quired riches and high political honor, he yet lO\·ed his 
work as a missionary. He went about o\·er the hills 
and vallies of the peninsula doing good. Whether 
lecturing to his catechists, \0isiting the sick, preaching 
to beggars, taking measures to build a church, whether 
at home in the study of Tamul, in the gO\·ernor's 
council-chamber, tra\·elling in his palanquin, or nego­
tiating in the palace of Hyder Ali, we obserrn the 
same spiritual affections, the same sweet simplicity, the 
same ardent desire for the coming of the kingdom of 
Christ. Like Paul, he stro\'C to commend himself to 
every man's conscience in the sight of God. He car­
ried with him a deep sense of the importance of per­
sonal religion, and of the difference between inward 
piety, and a mere external profession. At the same 
time, he was catholic and candid in his opinions, in a 
high degree. His apostolic fcrrnr ne\'Cr degenerated 
into partizan-zeal. In his quiet and simple expres­
sions, there not unfrequently appears, the profoundest 
maxims of political wisdom. With great simplicity 

A,tt. 
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and meekness, he had a clear insight into the springs 
of human action, truly uniting the wisdom of the ser­
pent and the harmlessness of the <lorn. Perhaps, 
some portion of the excellence of his Christian char­
acter may have been derived from his German tem­
perament, as some of the peculiarities of the missiona­
ries of the United Brethren seem • to be hereditary 
or native qualities. An Englishman, with an equal 
amount of piety, may be much more reserved than a 
German. Still, we do not, in the least, question the 
honesty and beautiful transparency of Swartz's char­
acter. \Ve recognize, on every page, the footsteps of 
a noble-minded disciple and apostle of Jesus. His 
example will shine gloriously through all coming gen­
erations. But very few missionaries, if any, will be 
called to perform politic::rl duties, such as were in­
trusted lo him. But all may well copy his wisdom, 
his fervency, his untiring industry, his bland and affec­
tionate disposition, his comprehensive views for the 
best good of mankind, and his habitual and cordial 
trust in the merits and mediation of the Saviour. 

The memoir, which we now present to the Chris­
tian public, will be one of enduring interest and value. 
In uniform and eminent spirituality of mind, Swal'tz 
was like Brainerd and 1\Iartyn. His name, like theirs, 
will never die. 

Boston, Jl1ay, 1835. 
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INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 

Extensive propagation of the Gospel during the first four centuries. 
-Subsequent declinc.-Slumber of the middle ages.-Maritime 
discoveries of the Portuguese.-Roman Catholic i\lissions.­
Zea.l of the Dutch.-Danish l\lission.-Ziegenualg and Grundler. 
-Patronage of the "I'ranquebar .:llissi 1n 1,y the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Knowledge.-Schultz, and other Danish l\Iis­
sionaries.-Estal:ilishmenl of a i\lission at l\latlras.-lnlrotluetion 
of Christianity into Tanjore.-l\lission al Cutldalore.-Capture 
of Fort St. George by the French.-i\lr. Fauricius.-Roman 
Catholic Churches and i\Iission Jlouscs at Vepery and Cudtlalore, 
granted to the Protestant Missionaries at the peace, in 17-13.­
State of the Danish i\lission pre,•iously to the arrival of Swartz -
Recapitulation. 

TnE propagation of the gospel during the first four 
centuries after the Christian era, presents a most impor­
tant and interesting subject of contemplation to every 
reflecting mind. A new and clil'ine religion hnd revealed 
lo mankind the kno\\'ledge of the ll'ill of God, the good 
tidings of a Redeemer, and the promise of immortal life 
and happiness. Opposed as its spiritual principles and 
its moral precepts were lo the prevailing philosophy, no 
Jess than lo the multiplied superstitions and the corrupt 
passions of the Gentile world, the miraculous powers 
which distinguished the primitive ages of Christianity, 
and the piety and zeal of its early disciples, succeeded, 
under the guidance and blessing of its divine Author, 
in diffusing its influence with a rapidity, and to an extent, 
far exceeding that which has been witnessed at any sub­
sequent period. It pervaded every province of the Ro­
man empire, and even penetrated to regions beyond its 

2 
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widely-extemled boundaries; and while it tended to ameli­
orate the character of polished nations, and to civilize the 
most barbarous people, it communicated to both blessings 
infinitely more \'aluable than any which refer merely to 
the transient interests of the present world. 

The progress of the gospel during se1·eral succeeding 
centuries was slow and limited; while, in too many in­
stances, the pure light of divine truth became gradually 
obscured, and in others utterly overwhelmed and extin­
guished, by error, superstition, and barbarism. 

It was not till the tenth century, that Christi,rnity made 
any effectual impression on the eastern and northern states 
of Europe, 11or was it "before the commencement of the 
fifteenth, that it finally triumphed ornr Paganism in that 
quarter of the world. In the meantime, the COJHJUests 
of the Turks and Tartars in Asia and Africa opposed an 
invincible bHrier to the progress of the go,pel in those 
continents; while the darkness and slumber of the middle 
ages paralyzed the efforts of European Christians for 
its extension in any part of the globe. 

The maritime discoveries of the Portuguese towards 
the close of the fifteenth century, hy opening a new world 
to the nations of Europe,, appeared lo rouse their dormant 
energies in propagating the knowleclge of Christianity. 
On the coast of Africa, in America an<I its islands, and 
in the islands ancl maritime provinces of Asia, the Span­
iards and Portuguese, armed by the authority and stimu­
lated by the zeal of the court of Rome, clistinguished 
themselves in this sacred cause. The progress of the 
Reformation, by giving an effectual check to the ambition 
of the Roman pontiffs, and by clepriviug them of a con­
siderable part of their spiritual dominion in Europe, might 
perhaps hare tenclecl to increase their arclor in the propa­
gation of their religion in distant quarters of the worlcl. 
Their efforts were powerfully seconcled by the institution 
of the order of Jesuits in the year 15,10; a certain num­
ber of that celcbratecl society having beeu, from its com­
mencement, devoted to the purpose of extending the pale 
of the Romish church in heathen nations. 

The zeal of the Portuguese clergy, and of the various 
missionaries of the Romish church, among whom the 
justly celebrated Francis Xavier holds the most distin­
guished place, effected the conversion of thousands of the 
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natires of India to the Roman Catholic faith. The 
crreater number of these converts were at Goa, and Cran­
ganore, and in other stations on the coast of :\lalabar, 
under the more immediate i11f111cnce of the Portuguese 
crornrnment; but the mis,;ions in ,\ladura and l\Iyrnre, 
in .i\Iara\·a and the island of Ceylon, on the coast of Coro­
mandel and in the Carnatic, were, if 11·e may credit the 
reports, more particularly of the Jesuit rni~sionaries, emi­
nently and extensirely successful. ~]any deductions must 
undoubtedly be made with respect to the numbers of 
Hindoo con\·erts thus asserted by the missionaries of the 
Romish church. But evc11 admitting to whaternr extent 
the success of their exertions, the Anti-Christian and 
unworthy methods to which the Jesuits had recourse, and 
the merely external and nominal profession of Christianity 
with which they were for the most part contented, tend 
to reduce to a Yery low scale the estimate of their labors, 
in what must otherwise Le deemed a noble and most 
important enterprise. 

The expedient resorted to by Robert di Nobili, chief 
of the Jesuit's College at :\ladura, in the sixteenth century, 
and one of the most eminent followers of Xal"ier, of 
adopting, together with his clerg)', the dress, habits, and 
manners of the brahmins, is a striking instance of those 
unwise and equil"ocal attempts to conciliate the llindoos, 
by compromising the truth anJ simplicity of Christianity. 
This learned and zealous man, with the same mistaken 
policy, composed a work in Sanscrit, consisting of dia­
logues between a Christian and a llindoo, in which, 
though the preponderance of argument is in farnr of the 
Christian, the llindoo, in order to con\'incc his country­
men of the folly of idolatry, is made to rea~on powerfully 
in support of the principles of pure theism. A transla­
tion of this work having been transmitted from Pondi­
cherry to the king's library at Paris, Voltaire, presuming 
it to be the genuine production of a Hindoo, triumphantly 
appealed to it as a decisive proof, that it was unnecessary 
and superfluous to urge the doctrines of Christianity upon 
a people who were already so well informed as to the 
tenets of natural religion. 

The failure of all such worldly expedients on the part of 
the Romish missionaries in India, is fairly acknowledged 
by the Abbe Dubois; who, however, strangely attributes 
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it, not to the refusal of the divine blessing to a method 
of proceeding so contrary to apostolic principles and prac­
tice, but to the elfect of the <li,·ine predestination! 

The <lecliue of the Portuguese <lorninion on the coast 
of !\.lalabar, naturally diminishe<l the influence and the 
success of the Roman Catholic missionaries in India; 
while the zeal of the Dutch, more especially in Ceylon, 
though liable in some measure to the objection which 
has been urge<l against the missions of the Church of 
Rome, as to the worl<lly policy and the culpable facility 
with which co1nerts to their respective communions were 
too frequently encouraged, augmented to a very large 
amount the numbers of professed Christians in that 
islaud.* 

Though the piety and zeal of Protestauts had often 
excited an anxious desire to propagate the pure and re­
formed faith of the gospel in heathen countries, its estab­
lishment and defence against the hostile attempts of Popish 
adversaries at home, together with the wa11t of suitable 
opportunities and facilities for so great a work, combined 
during the first century after the Reformation, to prevent 
them from making any direct or vigorous efforts for this 
purpose. A regard to sound policy, as well as the sense 
of duty, had, as we have just seen, prompted the Dutch 
to accompany their co1HJ11r.sts nith laudable endeavors to 
promote Christianity in India; but it was reserve<l for the 
Danes to be entitled to the high honor of setti11g the first 
example of an institution for the express purpose of 
communicating to its uative iuhabitants that inestimable 
blessing. 

The crown of Denrnarl, had, since the year ](321, by 
the cession of the Rajah of Tanjore, been possesse<l of 
the town of Tranquebar, and a small adjoining territory, 
on the coast of Coromnndel. The Jesuits ha<l long be­
fore built a church there, but had done nothing towar<ls 
the propagation of Christiani1y among the nati1·es; while 
the Danish merchants, occupie<l only \l'ith the interests 
of commerce, were altogether indilferent to their religious 
condition. Such was the state of things when, at the 

* An account of the means <>mployed by the Dutch, in the early 
part of the seventeenth century, lo propagat<> the Christian rcli![ion 
in Ceylon, may be found in Cordiner's Description of Cey1on, 
-/lm. Ed. 
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commencement of the eighteenth century, Frederick IV., 
King of Denmark, on the suggestion of the H.ev. Dr. 
Lutkens, one of his majesty's chaplai11s, who had pro­
posed the subject to him when only prince regent, deter­
mined, notwithstanding the adl'icc of some who thought 
the tlesign premature and ill timed, to establish a mission 
for the conversion of the heathen at Trauquebar. ,Vith 
this view the king directed an application to be made to 
the celebrated Dr. Francke, prolcssor of divinity in the 
University of Halle, in Saxony, who3e well known del'o­
tion to the cause of religion, and recent establishment 
of the Oriental College of Divinity in that place, peculiarly 
qualified him for such a task ; requesting him to recom­
mend from among his pupils those whom he might deem 
best calculated, by their learning and piety, to lay the foun­
dation of this important ll'ork. Dr. Francke made choice 
of Bartholomew Ziege11halg, a young man of eminent 
talents and religious excellence, who had been educated 
at Halle under his own immediate superintendence, and 
who happening to be at Berlin whe11 Dr. Lutkens was 
inquiring for suitable persons to be employed as mission­
aries, joyfully accepted the proposal. Ile was soon after­
wards joined by his frie11d and fellow student, Henry 
Plutscho, who was actuated by a similar desire of engaging 
in the first Protestant mission to India. The,e pions 
men, having recei1·ecl holy orders from the bishop of 
Zealand, embarked at Copenhagen on the :!\Jth of No­
vember, l 70~, and after a pleasJnt rnyage, arrired at 
Tranquebar on the 0th of July, li0G. 

Here, notwithsta11ding their commission from the king 
of Denmark, the missionaries, instead of bei11g kindly 
received, were discouraged and opposed by the Danish 
authorities. Undismayed, howel'er, by Lhr. various <lifri­
culties which surrounded them, and fortifying themsch·es 
by the study of the word of God, particularly of the Acts 
of the Apostles, and by prayer, these excellent men 
entered without delay on their arduous undertaking. 
Their first object was to acquire the knowledge of the 
Portuguese language, which, from its introduction two 
centuries before, was now generally understood by the 
natives, and then of the Tamul, the l'ernacular language 
of the country from l\ladras southward, and the greater 
part of the extremity of the peninsula, and of the north 

2• 
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of Ceylon. Such was their zeal and diligence, that in 
the course of a few months they had acquired a sufficient 
knowledge of both languages, to enable them to catechise 
the native children in two schools which they had estab­
lished, and which they supported out of their own slender 
funds.* Ziegenbalg particularly devoted himself to the 
study of the Tamul ; and such was his extraordinary 
proficiency, that he not only acquired a very extensire 
acquaintance with the books written in that language on 
Hindoo mythology and history, but soon began to con­
verse fluently with the natires on moral and religious 
subjects. 

'l'he first fruits of his labors in this interesting field was 
the conversion of a young man of high caste, named 
.Modaliapa, who, while assisting Ziegenbalg in acquiring 
the knowledge of Tamul, became gradually convinced 
of the errors of idolatry, and of the truth of the divine 
religion which he saw so admirably exemplified in him 
and his fellow-missionary. 

In the month of !\lay, 1707, the missionaries publicly 
baptized several of their catechun1ens in the Danish 
church at Tranquebar, on which interesting occasion 
Ziegenbalg preached in Tamul on the conversion of the 
heathen, and the best method of dilTusing the knowledge 
of the gospel. A few <lays afterwards, they conferred on 
one of their converts the of1ice of a catechi::;l, to assist 
them in the instruction of his native countrymen; and 011 

the 14th of June, notwithstanding their slenc.ler means 
for such ;in undertaking, they commenced the building 
of a church for the use of the mission. Such was the 
blessing with which this pious design was attended, that 
with the assistance of those who were friendly, and eren 
of some who were at first opposed to it, the building was 
completed in the mouth of August following, and conse­
crated in the presence of a large assembly both of Chris­
tians, heathens, and 1\lohammeclans. This church was 
built of stone, and in the midst of the uative population, 
a little out of the town. Here the missionaries regularly 
preached both in Portuguese and 'famul twice iu every 

* The account of the early labors of Zieirenbal" an<l his brethren 
of the Danish mission, particularly in t~e study of the Tamul 
language, by Niccamp an<l La Croze, is highly interesting and 
instructive. 
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week ; and here, after baptizing some additional catechu­
mens, and a<lrnini~tering the holy communion, they laid 
the foundation of a numerous and flourishing church, 
composed of converts well prepared and instructed in the 
principles of the gospel, an<l for the most part duly ac­
crediting the sincerity of their Christian profo"5ion. 

Being deeply convinced of the importance of early 
instruction, the missionaries lost no time in establishing 
a school for the education of such natil'e Tamul children 
as they could collect for this purpose, some of whom they 
contri,·e<l to clothe and feed at their own expense. To 
this they shortly added a Portuguese school. The zeal 
and diligence of these devoted men were scarcely ever 
exceeded. 

Amidst the blessing of Goel which followed their various 
labors, the faith am) patience of the!:'e pious missionaries 
were sel"crely tried by the loss of two considerable remit­
t:mces from Europe, by the shipwreck of the ,·esscls on 
board of which the money had been embarked, and still 
more by the continuecl opposition of the European in­
habitants. To such a height had this arisen, that at one 
period the excellent Zicge11balg was e\·en arrested by the 
Danish go\"ernor, and detained in prison for four months, 
during which his firmness and actiYity of mind were as 
conspicuous as his resignation to this 11nju~t and di~gracc­
ful proceeding. 

The disinterestedness and self-denial of the mission­
aries, combined with the assistance of some charitable 
im.li\·i<luals, enabled them to defray their increa,ing ex­
penses until the month of July, I i0D, when a most season­
able and important supply reached them from Europe by 
the arri\·al of three new miosionaries, Messrs. Grundler, 
llm\"ing, and Jordan, bringing with them a considerable 
sum of money, together with a rnriety of stares for the 
use of the mi,sion. The persecution which the mission­
aries had so long snffercd from the Danish residents was 
at the same time considerably checked by the authorita­
tive interference of their royal patron, the Ki11g of Den­
mark, who sent out his positive commands lo the go1·ernor 
of Tranquebar, to assist and encourage their pious labors 
to the utmost of his power. 

It was in this year that the Danish mission became first 
known in England, by the translation of some letters 
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from the missionaries, addressed to one of their friends in 
London. The attention of religious persons was power­
fully exciled by this intere~ti11g publication, particularly 
that of the Rev. !\lr. Boehm, chaplain to Prince George 
of Denmark, one of the e;1 rliest 111e111bers of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which had been then 
a few years established. A present both of money and 
books was immediately sent by the Society to Tranqnehar, 
and a brief but cordial notice of the mission was inserted 
in the report of its proceedings for that year. Such was 
the commencement of the disinterested and important 
patronage allorded to the Danish mission by that venerable 
Society, which, while it rntlected honor on its members, 
contributed so effectually to the extension and support of 
Christianity in India. 

In 17 JO, Zicgenbalg undertook a journey to l\ladras, 
to ascertain what prospect there might be of gaining 
access to the heathen, either by the way and in the 
neighboring country, or in tlie tull'n itself, with a view to 
their conl'ersion to Christianitr. During his stay at this 
place, Ziegenbalg made many inquiries respecting the 
religious wants of its inhabitants. "l\ladras," he writes, 
"is advantageously situated for spreading Christianity, 
if the English who command there would but second our 
endearnrs, or join with us in propagating the gospel in 
the East." 

In the cour,e of the three following years, independently 
of a considerable sum collected by a general eontributio11i' 
amoncr its members, aud transmitted to the missionaries, 
the S~ciety printed, pri11cipally for their use, an edition 
of the Portu~uese New Testament, and sent out to them 
a printiug-pre~s, a fount of Rom:i.n a11d Italic types, and 
a large quantity of paper for printing. The fate of the 
press was remarkable. The vessel iu n·hich it was em­
barkeJ was captured by the Freuch, and curied to the 
Ilrazils, where the printer who had charge of it died; but 
the press, wl1ich lay conce::tlcd in the hold of the vessel, 
having been re-purchased by the Society, was in the fol­
lowing spring safely landed at 1\IaJras. About the same 
time, the missionaries received from Germany a fonnt of 
'famul characters. They afterwards succeeded in casting 

• La Crozc, tom. ii. !iv. 7. 



INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 21 

superior Tamnl types at Tranquebar, and attempted the 
manufacture of paper, and were thus enabled to print a 
variety of books a111l tracts, which were emi11ently useful 
in the tlissernination of Christian knoll'ledge. Of these 
the most valuable anti important was the translation of 
the New Testament i11to the Tamul language. Ziegen­
balg hatl early conceived the tlesign of this great under­
taking, anti commencer! it in the year I i08, as soon as he 
had acquired a suOicieut knowledge of the language to 
write it with correctlleos and elegauce. II is translation 
was completed i11 Ii 11, but the printing of it was delayed, 
for the purpose of renderiug it more perfect by the most 
careful revision, till the year Ii 14, when it issuetl from 
the press at Tranquebar. The Romish rni,sionaries had 
printed i·arious tracts in Tamul, but they were chiefly 
catechisms, the lives• of saiuts, or other legendary tales 
of their church. After two hundretl years, in which they 
had professed to preach the gospel, it was reserred 
to Ziegenbalg to be the first to translate the impiretl 
record into one of the most prernlent la11g11agcs of India. 
"May God Almighty," said he, addressing the Socil.!ty 
for Promoting Christian Knoll'ledge on tra11s111itti11g a copy 
of this tran,lalion, "pro~per our labors by his hea1·enly 
blessing, and grant that his lloly Word, like an incor­
ruptible seed, m1y be scattered among these nations, to 
preserve them from eternal destructio11 ! "• 

The King of Denmark had in the year lit 1, granted 
to the missionaries at Tranquebar a pension of twn 
thousand crowns, and in Ii 14 his rnnjcstyt founded a 
college at Copenhagen, for the purpo:;e of superintending 
and supporting the interests of the missio11. The number 
of converts now amounted nearly to three hun<lred, the 
greater part of whom had been recei1·ed into the church 
by baptism. The schools contained upwards of eicrhty 
children, who were nearly all supported as well as

0 

in-

• This versio~ of the _Holy_ Scriptures, begun by Ziegenbalg, an<l 
completed by l11s associate Schultz, is subst,rntially the one which 
promises soon to have an extensive distribution among the Tamul 
people, through the enterprise of American Bible and l\lissionary 
Socielies.-Am. Ed. 
. t An :ihstr~cl of tho king's instructions lo the l\Jissionary College 
1s con~am~d m t_he volume of lf'ttcrs from Ziegenbalg and Plutscfio 
to their friends m Europe. They a.re highly creditable to the piety 
of that eiccellent monarch. 
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structed by the missionaries; and the number of persons 
employecl i11 the service of the mission, iucluding school­
masters, catechists, and others, exceeded twe11ty. This 
increasing charge, and t!ie consequent labors a11d respon­
sibility which resulted to the mi:;sionaries, together with 
the difficulties with which they had long struggled, in­
duced Ziegenbalg to determine on a voyage to Europe, 
\vhithcr his friend Plutscho had already returned, for the 
purpose of more eflcctu:-illy promoting the important work 
in which he and his colleagues were engaged. 

Having, therefore, co11sig11ed to the care of Grundler 
the concerns of the mi~siou, and satisfactorily arranged 
their di(forences with the Danish go\·ernor, he embarked , 
in the month of October, Ii 14, and was accompanied by 
a young natil'e conrert. With his aRsistance, Ziegenbalg 
occupiecl his time <luring the voyage in translating part 
of the Old Te,tament into the 'l'amul, and in composing 
a grammar of that language in Lalin, which \\'as printed 
at Ilalle, in 17 Hi, and is ~till highly esteemed by Oriental 
scholars. On the 1st of June, lil5, ZiPgenbalg arrived 
at Bergen, in Norw:-iy, from whence he repaired to Stral­
sund, i11 Porncrnnia, for the purpose of prc~cnting himself 
and his Ilincloo companion to the King of Denmark, who 
was then personally engaged at the siege of that place. 
After a most gracions reception by that monarch, who 
conferred upon him the title of "Inspector of the l\lis­
sions," he procccJed to Copenhagen, where he was most 
cordially welcomed, and made some arrangements with 
the Danish East India Company of consiclcrai.Jle impor­
tance to the mission at Tranquebar. His next visit was 
to Professor Francke, at Halle, who look the liveliest 
interest in his labors, and who, both by his counsels and 
his contributions, was one of the principal supporters of 
his mission. While at that place, he married a lady to 
whom he had been long attached, and then pursued his 
course to England, where he landed towards the end of 
the year. Here he was received with the cordiality and 
respect to which he was so justly entitled. Ile had the 
honor of being presented to king George J., who made 
many inquiries rcspectiug the mission, and assured him 
of his royal patronage. The Archbishop of Canterbury,'"' 

•Dr.Wake. 
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and the Bishop of London, treated him with the highest 
consideration and kindness. By the former of these 
prelates he was introduced to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Kuowledge, and received a congratulatory ad­
dress in Latin, to which he returned an admirable reply in 
Tamul, immediately adding a translatiou of his speech 
into Latin. Tl1e society made Ziegenbalg a liberal 
present both of money, paper, and books; a111J the Direc­
tors of the East India Company ha1·ing generously gil"Cn 
him a free passage on board one of their ships, he em­
barked at Deal on the 4th of l\larch, and after rather a 
dangerous voyage, during which he improved his knowl­
edge of the English language, landed at l\ladras on the 
10th of August, 17Hi, where he was most hospitably 
received by the go1·ernor, and the Rev. l\lr. Stc1·enson, 
chaplain to that presidency. 

After a few days' refreshment at l\ladras, Ziegenbalg 
rejoined his excellent colleague, Grundler, at Trauquebar, 
and resumed with renewed virror the arduous ll'ork of his 
mission. They immediately instituted a ~eminary for the 
education of nati1·e youths, to be employed as catechists 
and schoolmasters ; aud shortly afterll'ards, at the sugges­
tion of the Society for Promoting Christian Kno1dedge, 
and with the assistance of l\lr. Stevenson, and the appro• 
bation of the Gm·ernor of l\laclras, they cstablisl1cd Tamul 
and Portuguese schools at llladras and Cuddnlore. In 
the course of the following year, 1717, the church at 
Tranquebar having been much injured by an i11undation, 
the missionaries built a second, and appropriated the old 
one to the instruction of catechumens and the burial of 
the dead. Ziegenbalg was incessantly occupied in the 
translation of the Bible into Tamul, in journies to some 
of the neighboring districts, and in religious discussions 
both with Ili11doos and l\lohammeclans. 

Amidst these labors he occasionally corresponded with 
the friends of the mission iu Europe, and recei1·ecl from 
them the warmest assurances of approbation a11d support. 
Encouraged by the condescension of king George I., he 
addressed a letter to that monarch on the duty and ex­
pediency of dilTusing the gospel in the Briti,h colonies 
in India. In reply to this communication, Ziegenbalg 
received a letter from his royal patron, strongly expressi\'e 
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of his majesty's interest in the success of the sacred cause 
in which he was engaged.* 

But the labors of Ziegenbalg were drawing rapidly to a 
close. In the a11111mn of the year I il8 the health of this 
indefatigable man began to fail. He languished for a few 
months amidst great weakness and pain; aud with a faint 
hope of relief from tr,n·elling, he commenced a journey 
along the coast. Having reached Cuddalore, he found 
his end approaching, and sent for his friencJ Grundler, 
to whom on his arril'al he expressed the most hnml.ile yet 
exalted hope of heal'Cnly happiness; and having received 
the holy communion, and requested a fa~orite Lutheran 
hymn to he sung, he expired in perfect peace, on the 23d 
of Fel.iruary, lilU, in the 36th year of his age, deeply 
lamented by his excellent colleague anti the native con­
verts, and esteemed and regretted even by the Pagans 
lhemselres. 

The character of Ziegenbalg was indeed truly admira­
ble. His exalted piety, and ardent zeal, were regulated 
by the soundest j11d6111ent, and tempered by dispositions 
and manners so kind and amiable, that he attracted and 
conciliated all around him ; while hi.~ unwearied activity, 
patience, and perseverance, enal.iled him to orercome dif­
ficulties which to many would have prornd insuperable, 
and lo estal.ilish his mis,ion upon the most solid founda­
tion. His translation or the New Testament into Tamul, 
is alone suOicient to immortalize his name; and has 
proved, as he fen·ently implored, when he commenced 
this great undertaking, a. source of incalculable and end­
less blessings to succeeding generatio11s in InJin. 

The loss sustained by tlw deatl1 of Ziegenl.ialg was in 
some measure repairer! by the arriral, in the month of 
Septeml.ier following, of three new missionaries, l\Iessrs. 
Schultz, Dahl, and Keistenmacher, who had eml.iarked on 
board an C11glish East In<liaman, after a short visit to this 
country, during which they experienced the usual kind­
ness and munificeuce of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. Such an acces,ion to the mission 
was peculiarly seasonable and critical, the health of 

• This, and a subsequent letter from his mctjesly lo the Danish 
·missionaries, lorrcther with a truly apostolic letter from Archbishop 
Wake, were introduced by Dr. Jlnchanan in his Ecclesiastical .ll1c­
moir, and in his Christian Researches. 
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Grundler having already suffered a se\·ere shock, and 
being still ex(remely feeble and precarious. He exerted 
himself, howe1·er, with almost prophetic diligence and 
vigor in preparing his new colleagues for their various 
labors, as if anticipaling the approaching conclusion of 
his own. This exceilent man survived his beloved friend 
Ziegenbalg little more than a year. He had projected a 
distant journey, for the purpose of preaching the gospel, 
and in prosecution of this design had eren embarked for 
Cuddalore; but finding himself unable to proceed, he re• 
turned to Tranquebar, where his illness rapidly increased. 
On the 15th of March l i20, Grundler performed his last 
public service, and three days afterwards resigned his 
pious spirit into the hands of bis Redeemer, am! was 
interred in the l\Jission Church, near the remains of his 
departed colleague. 

Schultz now became the superior of the Danish mission, 
and proved himself worthy of following bis admirable 
predeces;:ors. The se1·ere losses which it had recently 
sustained, excited the hopes of its Roman Catholic 
adversaries in India that it must be abandoned, and 
awakened the apprehensions of many eren of its European 
friends. 

The piety and energy of Schultz and his fellow mis­
sionaries, were, howel'er, fully equal to this trying P-mer­
gency. They labored diligently in the acquisition of the 
nati1·c languages, in which they \\'ere soon aule to catechize 
and preach; and instead of yielding to despondency, they 
enlarged the sphere of their labors. Aided uy the liberal 
contributious of the go\'Crnors of i\ladras and Fort St. 
David, and of other friends both in India and Europe, 
they increased the number of their schools, and of their 
publications from the press, and resumed the visits of 
their predecessors to the neighboring to\\'ns a11d villages. 
,vithin fi1·e years from the death of Ziegenbalg, one 
hundred and fifty converts were added to the church. 

In the year 1724, three additional missionaries, l\lessrs. 
Bosse, Pressier, and Walther, who had been selected by 
Professor Francke, and had sailed under the auspices 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, arrived 
at Tranquebar. They were charged with a letter to Mr. 
Schultz, from Archbishop Wake, in which the \"enerable 
primate, after expressing his satisfaction at this augmenta-

3 
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tion of the mission, recommended him to select from the 
native converts those who might appear to be the best quali­
fied, and to associate them in case of necessity in his 
evangelical labors. Such was the ardor of the new mis­
sionaries in the study of the Portuguese and Tamul 
languages, which they had commenced during the voyage 
to India, that within three months afler their arrival, they 
were able to enter upon their duties both as catechists 
and preachers. 

Among the objects to which Schultz had directed his 
most earnest attention was the continuation of the transla­
tion of the Old Testament into Tamul, which Ziegenbalg 
had conducted only as far as the book of Ruth. He 
commenced this arduous undertaking early in the year 
1723, and regularly dernted to it six hours every day. 
Schultz was well acquainted with the original Hebrew, 
and consulted most of the European versions. He was 
assisted hy a learned brahmin and other well-informed 
natires, and the translation underwent a careful rel'ision 
by his colleagues. This important work was concluded 
in I i25, and the first part of it was immediately com­
mitted to the press. In 1727 the printing was completed, 
when the delight of presenting to the nati1·e conl'erts the 
whole Bible in their own language, made him forget all 
the toil and pains which it had cost him ; while, in com­
mon with every other laborer in this sacred service, he 
had been abundantly repaid during its progress by those 
copious communications of divine wisdom and strength, 
with which a more intimate acquaintance with Lhe \Vord 
of God had enriched his mind. 

At the commencement of the year 1727 died the learned 
and pious Professor Francke, of Halle, who had con­
tributed malerially to the establishment of the Danish 
mission, and who, more than any other person in Europe, 
had labored zealously and successfully in its support. On 
the death of this able and excellent man, the l\lission 
College at Copenhagen requested his son, who succeeded 
him in the professorship at Halle, to continue the corres­
pondence which his father had so beneficially carried on 
in behalf of the mission. About the same time, his 
majesty King George I. addressed a second most encour­
aging letter to the missionaries at Tranquebar, who also 
received a considerable present in money, together with 



INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 27 

paper for the printing of the Tamul translation of the 
Bible, from the Society for Promoting Christian Knowl­
edge. 

In the year 1723, the same Society, on the recommen­
dation of l\lr. Schultz, undertook the sole patronage and 
support of a mission al riiadras. With the assi~tance 
of the gornrnor and council, a house wns purchased in 
the Illack Town for the use of the mission, of which 
Schultz took charge, and to which he· immediately re­
moved. There he preached constantly in the Tamul, 
Telinga, and Portuguese languages ; and be,ides the 
superinte11dence of schools and other zealous labors, 
translate1l parts of the Bible, together ll"ith various tracts 
on religion, into Tclinga and Hindostanee. The jealousy 
of the Roman Catholic priests, no less than of some 
native teachers, as in other places, excited con,iderable 
opposition, in some instances leading to open violence, 
against Schultz himself, as well as ~ome of the l\ladras 
converts; but they were protected by the gorernor, their 
numbers gradually increased, and under the blessing of 
God the new mission prospered. 

In the mean lime, an opening had been providentially 
afforded for the introduction of Christianity into the king­
dom of Tanjore, by means of a subaltern officer in the 
service of the rajah of that country, named Rajanaiken. 
This young man, whose father and grandfather were Ro­
man Catholics, had been baptized in that church, and 
being ardently desirous of religious knowledge, he had 
learned to read when he was about twenty-two years 
of age. From the Roman Catholic legends, and from 
the priests themselres, he derired little or no satisfaction; 
but happening to ,·isit a pandaram* of his acquaintance, 
who possessed a copy of Ziegenbalg's Tamul translation 
of the four Go,pels and the Acts of the A poslles, he was 
so delighted with the discorery, that he read it night and 
day, and transcribed a considerable part of the l'olume 
before he found that he might be permitted to retain it. 
About two years afterward~, having been sent on military 
duty to the neighborhood of Tranquchnr, he met with an 
address of the missionaries to the natives, which induced 
bim first to open a correspondence with them, and then 

• A Hindoo devotee. 
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to v1s1t them. In consequence of the instruction which 
he thus received, Rajanaiken became convinced of the 
errors of Popery, and cordially embraced the reformed 
doctrines; and such was the zeal of the new convert, 
that he immediately began to instruct his countrymen, 
both Pagan and Roman Catholic. The first fruits of his 
)abors were three of his own soldiers, who were in the 
course of that year baptized at Tranquebar. 

The example of Rajauaiken was soon followed by that 
of others. Surappen, a native who had been converted 
lo the Roman Catholic faith, and was at Lhnl time em­
ployed as a catechist, perceivi11g the errors of the Romish 
church, sent his son Sattianaden lo Tranquebar, to be 
instructed in the purer principles of the gospel. Surappen 
was in the mean time actively engaged, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the Roman Catholic missionaries, in 
making proselytes to the Protestant faith. A few months 
afterwards, Sattianaden conducted more than fifteen con­
verts to be baptized at Trnn<Juebar; and having offered 
his services in the propagation of the gospel, the mission­
aries established him ns a catcchi~t in the kingdom of 
Tanjore.* Though no undue means were resorted to by 
the Danish missionaries or their catechists, in the exercise 
of their Christian ministry, the jealousy of the Roman 
Catholics was so much excited by their progress, that they 
persecuted the father of Sa1tia11aden till tbey compelled 
him to return to the commu11io11 of their church, and even 
refused the rites of sepulture to his grandmother, though 
she <lied in the Roman C'llholic faith. 

Rajanaiken was also exposed to their persecutions. 
He was now in the service of the prince of l\larava, an<l 
being confirmed in his attachment to Christiani1y by fre­
quent visits to Tranqucbar, he was unwcaricd in his 
endearnrs to communicate it to his companions. He 
succeeded in convincing ~everal who had embraced the 
Roman Catholic doctriucs of their errors, and amongst 
others two inferior oflicers. The Popish catechists at­
tempted in vain to regain them lo their chnrch. In a 
discussion upon relig;io11, Rajanaiken supported his senti­
ments by such forcihle appeals to the holy Scriptures, 
that his ndversaries were unable to reply to them. He 

• Niccamp, vol. ii. p. H.l7. 
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then, together with his two friends, determined on quitting 
the :military service, and, though at the sacrifice of his 
worldly interest, embraced that of the mission. The 
Romau Catholic priests became, in consequence, more 
bitter than e1·cr in their persecution of the Protestant 
conl'erts, circulated the most calumnious accusations 
against Lmher and the reformed doctrin~, and eren excited 
their followers to various acts of personal riolence against 
Rajanaike11 and his family. Their opposition, however, 
not only failed in checking the progress of the mission, 
but even tended to promote its success. Numbers both 
of Paga11s and l\loha1nrnedans, as well as Roman Catholic 
Christians, resorted to 'frnnquebar for instruction ; the 
access to the kingdom of Tanjore, which had been closed 
against Ziegeubalg, was effectually opened, and a journey 
shortly afierwards undertaken by l\lr. Prr.ssier into that 
country was attended by the happiest effects. At the 
same time, l\lr. Schultz and l\lessrs. Walther and Bosse 
preached with success alon!!; the coast of Corornandel. 

In the course of the following year died l\lalcjnppen, 
the schoolmaster who had accompanied Ziegenbalg to 
Europe. fie was an excellent translator, and much 
attached to the interests of the mission. Sereral other 
natives, who died about the same pr.riod, gare the most 
satisfactory evidences of their faith in the go~pel. 

The progress of the missions, both at Tranquebar and 
Madras, now requiring additional help, two new mission­
aries, Messrs. ,vorrn and Reichsteig, were appointed to 
the former, and a third, l\lr. Sartorius, was taken u11der 
the immediate patronage of the Society for Promoting 
Christian [(nowledge for the service of the latter station. 
They arrived at l\ladras in August, 1iaO, and were re­
ceived by l\Ir. Schultz with cordial delight and joy. 
Messrs. ,vorm and Reichsteig, after a stay of three weeks, 
pursued their journey to Tranquebar; l\Jr. Sartorius re­
mained at J\ladras, and applied with such diligence to the 
study both of the Portuguese and Tamul, that he soon ac­
quired a facility in speaking those languages, and was able 
to converse with the natirns of the neighboring villages. 

The l\ladras mission, which had been supported by the 
late gorernor, l\]acrae, was equally favored by the protec­
tion of his successor, l\lr. Pitt; and towards the end 
of the year 1731, 1\1 r. Schultz received a most encouraging 

3• 
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letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury, accompanied 
by a present of four hnndred and twenty pagodas, which 
enabled him to repay a sum which he had borrowed, and 
to establish a second school for natil'e children. In 
acknowledging this liberal donation, Schultz took occa­
sion to solicit of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge still further assistance in the work of the 
mission. l\lr. John Ernest Giesler, of Halle, was in con­
sequence recommended to the Society, and together with 
.Mr. Cnoll, who was appointed to act as physician to the 
mission, embarked at Deal in July, li32, and safely 
reached .Madras. 

Thus strengthened, the missionaries at that presidency 
}Jroceedc<l with fresh vigor in their various labors, and the 
blessing of God evidently accompanied them. Amongst 
others, in conjunction with their brethren at Tranquebar, 
they visited l\Ir. Engelbert, the chaplain at Ncgapatam, 
and assisted him in his zealous eudea\'Ors to promote 
Christianity in the Dutch settlements on that coast. In 
these attempts l\lr. Worm was particularly distinguished 
by the ability with which he conversed with the nati1·es, 
convinced them of their errors, and conciliated their con­
fidence, and in many instances he was successful in per­
suading them to embrace the gospel.* 

The missionaries having long derived essential assis­
tance from the labors of the native catechists, and the 
numbers of con1·erts in the neighboring districts being 
now \'ery considerable, deen1ed it highly expedient to 
prm·ide for the discharge of the higher functions of the 
ministry by one of their own countrymen. For this im­
portant purpose they selected one of the catechists named 
Aaron, a man of re~pectable family, who had beeu bap­
tized by Ziegenbalg, and who had for many years been 
distinguished both by his personal piety and by his talents 
and usefulness as a teacher. At the close of the year 
1733, the missionaries from l\ladras united with their 
brethren at Tranquebar and the chaplains of the Danish 
factory, in ordaining him to the work of the ministry, 
accordinrr to the rites of the Lutheran church. He was 
at this time about thirty-five years of age, and his long 
white pastoral robe, like that of the Syrian clergy, corres-

* Niecamp, vol. iii. p. 33-3:i. 
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ponded with the mild and amiable character of his appear­
ance and manner. The mother and sister of Aaron had 
also embraced Christianity. The duty of the new minister 
was to preach and administer the sacraments alternately 
in a district of Tanjorc, comprising se\'Cral congregations 
of Christians; and such was the success with which he 
labored, that in the course of the following year he had 
been the instrument of converting no less than fifty of his 
countrymen to the faith of the gospel._ The sen·ices of 
the catechists, particularly of Rajanaiken, had been at the 
same time eminently beneficial. 

The translation of the Bible into the Hindostanee 
language, which had been completed in li32 by the 
!earning and diligence of l\lr. Schultz, though not printed 
till some years afterwards, was a work from which the 
missionaries anticipated much ad~·antage in their labors 
in that quarter. 

l\lr. Sartorius having, in his late journey to Tranquebar, 
spent some days at Fort St. David, the gol'ernor expressed 
his readiness to assist in forming a mission in that neigh­
borhood. On communicating this intelligence to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, l\lr. Schultz 
was directed in the next despatch to take measures for 
that purpose. That zealous missionary ha1·ing at the 
same time reported the want or adequate accommodation 
for preaching the Word of God in the only house then 
occupied by the mission at l\ladras, the Society immedi­
ately obtained the consent of the Court of Directors to 
build a church and two schools at that presidency, under 
the superintendence of the governor of Fort St. GeortTe 
and the agents of the Society. lnstruclions were acc;r. 
dingly sent to their correspondents to commence those 
buildings, in the hope that though their present remit­
tances would not be sufficient for so consideraLle a work, 
the providence of God would enable them to complete it 
the following year. 

The attention of the missionaries at Tranquebar was 
in the year 173,:; directed to the practicaLility of extending 
their Christian labors to Bengal, and they had written to 
request the assistance of their friends in England in carry­
ing this design into execution, and had recei1·ed their 
cordial acquiescence, when it was painfully interrupted 
by the premature loss of two of their number, l\lessrs. 
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Reichsteig and \Vorm. These excellent men had been 
companions on the rnyage to ludia, and had during nearly 
five years been zealous and indefatigable in the discharge 
of the laboriolls and self-denying duties of the mission. 
They died at Tranquebar witliiu three weeks of each 
other, leaving a very powerful testimony to the truth and 
value of the principles and promises of the gospel. l\lr. 
Worm, who had been a pupil of the celebrated Huddreus, 
professor of divinity at Jena, was a man of superior talents 
and acqnirements, and admirably qualified to promote the 
cause of Christianity in India. His loss was therefore 
severely felt by his colleagues; bnt a111idst the regret of 
being thus early called from the sen-ice of his Lord upon 
earth, and of being separated from an affectionate wife 
and an infant daughter, he expressed in striking tP.rms 
the peacP. which he enjoyed, and his lil'ely hope of future 
happinP.ss. His widow and child, howernr, surl'ived him 
only a few weeks.* 

Among the literary labors of the missionaries at this 
period, besidPs the pri111ing of the Portuguese Uible, were 
a grammar in Ta111ul and German, and a History of the 
Church, composed by Mr. Walther in Tamul, and printed 
in li35. This latter work was occasioned by a request of 
the catechist Rajanaiken, to be informed as to the origin 
and progress of the errors of the Church of Rome, in order 
that he might be better prepared to reply to the objections, 
and to refute the false opinions of the Homan Catholics. 
This ecclesiastical history, which overturned the pretended 
antiquity of the Romish Church, and which was extremely 
useful to the country catechists, was pnrticularly designed 
for the instruction of the pupils of the seminary, who 
were to be educated as cntechists and schoolmasters. 
About the same time l\lr. s~rtorius completed the Tamul 
Dictionary which had been commenced by Ziegenbalg. 

The presents seut to the missionaries at Tranquebar 
and Marlras, from the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, amounted, in the year li3G, to no less a sum 
than £1 /i00, and in the following year, to £1 ,i00 sterling; 
while the collections in Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, 
on several occasions, exceeded three thousand crowns. 
The zeal and liberality of professor Francke, of Halle, 

* Niecamp, vol. iii. p. 124. 
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in promoting these subscriptions, are frequently mentioned 
in their reports. 

The mission which the go,·ernor of Fort St. George had 
promised to support, was in the year 17:li established by 
.l\lessrs. Sartorius and Giesler, at the neighboring town 
of Cuddalore. The missiouaries had often preached 
there; and though at first the natirn inhabitants were 
indisposed to hear them, great numliers were in process 
of time persuaded to embrace the gospel. This branch, 
howe1·er, of the l\ladras mission did not long enjoy the 
benefit of Mr. Sartorius' labors. That active and rnluable 
mi~sionary died the next year, and ,,as liuried at Cud­
dalore; all the English gentlemen there attending his 
funeral. His loss was particularly felt, on acco11nt of his 
remarkable skill in the Tamul language; the most learned 
natives acknowledging that he spoke it !:kc a oral11nin. 
'fhe death of 1'Ir. Sartorius was followed hy that of l\Ir. 
Pressier, at Tranquebar, after twelve years of faithful and 
effective service i11 that mission. The loss, ho11·e1·er, of 
these pious men, was happily repaired, L,y the ,irriral of 
three new mi"sionarics, ,•iz., i\lr. \Vic<lchra:!ck, ancl ,\lessrs. 
Obuch ancl Kolhoff, who had studied for so111e Jears al 
Halle. The mis~ion was farther strengthened, oy the 
embarkation, in the year li3D, of .'.\Ir. Kiernamler, who 
had been a teacher in the Ornhan Ilonse, nllll was recom­
mended by profc~sor Francl~c to succeed Mr. Sartoriu~ 
in the mission at Curlclalorc. lle was accompanied hy 
l\Iessrs. Fabricius ancl Zegler, from the Royal ?llission 
College at Copenhagen, whose immediate destination was 
to Tranqueoar. Ily the ship in which these mis,ionarics 
sailed, thirteen chests, vnlue<l at £1,500, including, be­
sides books, and printing and oilier paper, foreign sih·cr 
for the use of the mission, were sent as usual, free of 
freight, by the kindness of the Court of Direclors of lhe 
East India Company. 

In the year li40, l\Ir. Schultz, in addition to the 
preparation of some native youths for the sen·ice of the 
mission, as catechists and schoolmaslcrs, accomplished 
the important point of commencing a Tamul school for 
the children of heathen parents, under a Christian school­
master. lie began with eight boys, sons of merchants 
and tradesmen at Cuddalore, and indulged the hope that 
this measure would not only lead to a more intimate 
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acquaintance with the inhabitants, but, by the blessing 
of God, tend to the introduction of Christianity among 
the natives. In this year the missionaries and catechists 
at Tranquebar were remarkably favored by the numbers 
added to their congregations. They also nearly com­
pleted their new school buildings ; while at Cuddalore 
the mission under the care of l\1 r. Giesler was gradually 
prospering. 

With the approbation of the l\lission College at Copen• 
hagen, they, at the close of the year, ordained the catechist 
Diego, who had long been mosl diligently and faithfully 
engaged in that humble but useful employment, to assist 
the native preacher, Aaron, who was now become infirm, 
and unable to perform his ministerial duties to a large 
congregation. 

The general cause of the mission sustained a great loss 
in the year li42, by the return to Europe of l\Ir. Schultz, 
in consequence of ill health, after more than twenty years' 
residence in India. His place was immediately supplied 
by Mr. Fabricius, who entered upon the arduous duties 
of that station with that deep humility and dependence 
on the providence and grace of God, which formed the 
best security for the success of his labors. 

The enlargemeut of their missions had now for some 
time pressed heavily on the funds of the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Knowledge, and they even began to fear 
that they should not be able to meet its increasing ex­
penditure. They were, however, encouraged by "a mo~t 
friendly and Christian letter from professor Francke, full 
of good-will towards the missions at l\Iadras and Cudda­
lore," and remitting £2.'i0 towards their support. Ani­
mated by this seasonable aid, they requested that excellent 
man to provide two additional missionaries for those sta­
tious, trusting, as they piously declared,* "that the same 
wise and good providence of God which had hitherto 
blessed them in all their undertakings to spread the pure 
gospel of his Son Christ Jesus in all parts of the world, 
would raise up benefactors to contribute whate1·er might 
be wanted towards it." Accordingly, in the following 
year profe5sor Francke sent ont, at his own charge, the 
Rev. Messrs. Breithaupt and Klein, to Tranquebar; and 

* Reports of the Society. 
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out of his affectionate regard to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, he remitted a further sum of £300 
towards the support of the two missions at J\ladras and 
Cuddalore. Two years afterwards, the same liberal and 
zealous benefactor sent an additional donation of 200[. ; 
on which occasion the Society expressed its earnest wishes 
for the general diffusion of the truly Christian spirit 
which animated that distinguished friend to the cause of 
missions. 

The annual reports of the Society at this period contain 
many gratifying statements of the successful labors of the 
missionaries. The two native preachers, Aaron and 
Diego, in their traYels through the villages of the district 
which had been assigned to them, were eminently useful; 
and so numerous were their converts in some of them, 
that it became necessnry, according to the custom of the 
country, to appoinl a Christian warden or superintendent 
over them. The former of these pious men finished his 
course in June 1 i45, after ele\"Cn years of diligent sen-ice 
as an itinerant pastor and teacher, l1al'ing, during that 
period, been the means of converting many hundred souls. 
His end appears to have bee11 hastened by his journeyings 
and fatigues; and such was his amiable character, and 
his holy and exemplary conduct, that he was almost 
equally lamented by the missionaries, and by his native 
countrymen. 

The death of J\lr. Obuch, one of the missionaries at 
Tranquebar, followed shortly after that of the pastor Aaron. 
He was, according to the testimony of his colleagues, 
a most faithful and affectionate brother, conscientious in 
the discharge of his duty, and perse\·ering in it even to 
the disregard of lifo, so that he might fulfil the ministry 
which he had received, and finish his course with joy. 

The war between France and England, which com­
menced in li44, having extended to India, in September 
174G, a French fleet appeared off J\ladras; nnd having 
landed a body of troops, after a bombardment of fire 
days, Fort St. George was compelled to capitulate. The 
French commander at first promised to protect the mis­
sion; but soon afterwards, having ordered a great part of 
the Black, or native, Town to be ]e\·elled with the ground, 
for the purpose of improviug the defence of J\ladras, the 
Mission House was destroyed, and the church converted 
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into a magazine. Upon this unexpected calamity, 1\lr. 
Fabricius retired with the children of the mission school 
to Pulicat, a Dutch settlement in the neighborhood, where 
the governor gave them a kinJ and hospitable reception. 
Here, with the assistance of a catechist and two school­
masters, he took charge not only of the Chri~tians who 
were with him, but of the converts near Madras, con­
stantly visiting the villages around him to dis;;eminate the 
principles of the gospel. On the restoration of peace in 
1748, J\lr. Fabricius returned to Madras, and through the 
good oflices of Admiral Boscawen, the Engli~h mission, 
after some delay, obtained possession of a spacious church 
at Vepery near the town, with the houses and gardens 
attached to it, which had belonged to the Rolllan Catholic 
missionaries, hut from which they had hceu expelled, on 
account of their treasonable communications with the 
French during the war. It is due to the memory of Mr. 
Fabricius, to 11otice his zeal and charity d11ring this critical 
period, in abating nearly one third of his salary, and 
living himself in the simplest manner, carrying the fruits 
of his self-dcuying economy to the account of the mission 
fund. The B.omi~li church at Cuddalorc was at the same 
time tra11sfcr1ed by the governor of Fort St. David to 
Mr. Kierna11der, by the name of Christ's Church, for the 
use of the 111i~sio11aries of the Society for Promoting Chris­
tian Knowlcdge,.and as a place of public worsbip for the 
increase of the Protestant religion. 

Having thus re~iewed the origin and progress of the 
missious at Tranquebar an<l i\Iadras, up to the year in 
which the ve11erahle subject of the following l\lcmoirs 
embarked for l11dia, a brief recapitulation of the actual 
state of tile mi~si<Jns at that period, a11cl of the success 
which had attended their various labors, may properly 
close this preliminary sketch. 

It appears by the returns regularly made to tl1e l\lission 
College at Copenhagen, and to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowlcclge, that from the arrival of Zicgenbalg 
in 1706, to the year I 750, the numbers of the converts 
at Tranqncbar, and in the towns and villages of the 
ncighbori11g clistric:s, to which the missionaries and their 
catechists and teachers had access, amounted to nearly 
eight thousand ; and that from the year l 7:-!8 to the same 
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period, the converts at Madras and Cuddalore, and along 
the coast of Coromandel, might be cstimatecl al more than 
one thousand. Of these a \'Cry small proportion were 
proselytes from the Roman Catholic faith ; though such 
is the general ignorance of the converts from heathenism 
by the missionaries of that church, that, with the excep­
tion of a few unmcanin" forms, th.,,y could scarcely be 
considered as differing "'rrom their ·p:-igan co1111try;nen. 
A few instances occurred of conversion from the l\loham­
meda11s, hut their well-known prejudice aud bigotry ren• 
dered these extremely rare. The great majority of the 
Protestant converts \\'ere uatire llindoos or their children, 
chiefly, as might be expected, though by no means ex­
clusirely, Cl'en al that period, of the lower castes of the 
inhabitants. 

It is not intended to be asserted that :-ill these converts 
were ll'ell-informed and consis1enl Christia us; but one 
of the principal fe:-itures in the history of these Protestant 
missions is, the unwearied diligence and the ~crupulous 
care and conscientious fidelity, with which the mission­
aries and other teachers la bored to prepare their catechu­
mens for baptism, and to instruct their congregations in 
the doctrines and precepts of the gospel, and the primitive 
discipline which they cxercisecl O\er them. Their peri­
odical reports afford many unquestion~ble proofs and most 
interesting memorials of the faith and piety of their con­
verts, many examples of Christian virtue, and many in­
stances of opposition and persecution, "for righteo11sness' 
sake," susrained with a steadfastness, meekness, and 
patience well worthy of the purest ages of the church, 
the genuineness and authenticity of which ca1111ot fairly 
be doubted. Many a death-bed scene also is recorded in 
these reports/ in which the dying Hindoo, and 1101 un­
frequently the female com·ert, expre~sed ll'ith intelligence, 
humility, and ardent gratitude, the heartfelt penitence, 
the holy dispositions, and the hea\·enly hopes of the true 
Christian. El'en where the instructions and exhortations 
of the missionaries failed of producing any effectual change 

* Upon all these points the original acts of the Danish mission in 
German, or the admirable abridgment of them by Niecamp, either 
in Latin in hvo volumes quarto, or in the French translation of 
M. Gaudarcl, with a preface by professor Francke, may be advan• 
tageously consulted. 
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of religious profession, there was often a strong conviction 
on th~ native mind of the folly of idolatry, and the truth 
of Christianity as a divine revelation ; and a very general 
impression was evident in its favor from the unwearied 
and disinterested labors, and the holy and exemplary lives 
of the Christian teachers. Nor was this all. The dis­
persion of the various translations of the holy Scriptures, 
and the distribution of numerous tracts and treatises, 
printed at the Tranquebar press, tended to disseminate 
Christian knowledge and Christian principles, far beyond 
the narrow limits of the Protestant missions and their 
immediate vicinity, and to prepare the way for that more 
extensive diffusion of the gospel in India, which we ha\'e 
happily lived to witness. 
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THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 

CHAPTER L 

.Early life and Education of Swartz.-Ilis removal to Halle.­
Proposal to go out as a Danish missionary to Tranquebar.-He 
obtains the consent of his fothcr.-Ilis Ordination.-Departure 
for England, and kind reception by the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge.-Hc embarks for India.-Account of his 
voyage.-Hc arrives at Tranquebar.-Firsl occupations at the 
Mission. 

T11ouG11 the honor of originating the first Protestant mis­
sion to India belongs, as we have seen, to Denmark, it is 
remarkable that, from its commencement, the majority 
of those who have been engaged in its service, have been 
natives of Germany. Of this number was the distin­
guished subject of these l\Iemoirs. 

Christian Frederick Schwartz,* was born at Sonnen­
burg, a small town in the Electorate of Ilrandenburgh, 
now the kingdom of Prussia, on the 26th of October, 
l i26. His father's name was George, and his station in 
life appears to have been respectable. The family name 

* This, it is scarcely necessary to observe, is the correct orthog­
raphy of his name, and that which he used in the earlier period 
of his life; but as, during the greater part of it, he invariably 
adopted, both in corresponding with his friends, and in public 
documents, the simpler form, probably from its more easy pro­
nunciation, and is by this generally known, he will be thus desig­
nated in the following Memoirs. 
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of his mother was Gruner. This pious woman died 
during his infancy ; but on her death-bed, she iq the most 
solemn manner informed her husband and the pastor who 
attended her, that she had dedicated her son to the Lord, 
and ohtained a promise from them both, that he should 
be trained up in the remembrance of this sacred destina­
tion ; and tliat if he should in due time express a desire 
to be educated for the ministry, they would cherish and 
promote it to the utmost of their power. 

At the age of eight years young Swartz was sent to the 
principal grammar school at Sonnenburg, where, together 
with the elements of classical learning, he received many 
good impressions from the moral and religious instructions 
of its rector, J\lr. Helm. This excellent person particu­
larly enforced 11po11 his pupils the importance of private 
devotion, and encouraged them to offer up their petitions 
in langu:ige suggested by their own feelings. Swartz 
afterwards declared, that e1·en at that early age he used 
freq11ently to retire from his youthful companions into 
solitude, and there pour out his heart before Goel; that 
he found this pnictice highly beneficial, and that when 
conscious especially of having acted wrong, he could never 
regain tranquillity of mind, until he had earnestly implored 
the divi11e forgirnness. 

On the removal of l\Ir. Helm by liis entrance on minis­
terial duty, his successor neglected the religious improve­
me11t of his scholars, and Swartz became comparatively 
inclilferent. 

Having now acq11ired as much lrnowledge of Latin and 
Greek as the school of his natirn place coulrl afford him, 
together with the rndiments of Hebrew, he was se11t to an 
academy at the neighboring town of Custriu, to pursue 
his studies, and to be qualified for the university. The 
father of Swartz, who was evidently a man of sense and 
piety, had always accustomed him to much simplicity and 
self-denial. lie walked on foot with him to Custrin, 
where lie con~igued him to the care of his new master, 
and, 11ulike the parents of two of his young friends from 
the same town, allowed him no more money than was 
required for his necessary expenses. IIere, by associating 
with some thoughtless companions, his heart became still 
more alienated from God, though he endeavored to pre­
serve a correct deportment. Occasionally, his good im-
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pressions were revil'e<l hy the animated discourses of the 
Rev . .l\Ir. Stegmann, one or the parochial ministers of 
Custrin; but he imagined that it was not possible for him, 
while he remaiuecl there, to lend a religious life, having 
no just conception at that time of the nature of genuine 
piety, and not perceiving the necessity of <lil'ine strength 
to enable him to perse\'Cre in a Christian course. ,vhile 
at this place, happily for his future impro1·ement, he 
became acquainted with one of the Syndics, who had 
formerly been a student at Halle, and who retained great 
respect for the professors of that unil'ersity. The daughter 
of this gentleman, who appears to hare taken a lil'ely 
interest in the young scholar, enclearorecl to point out to 
him his previous errors, and to convince him of the im­
portance of greater decision of character. She lent him 
several books, among which was the remarkable narrnti1·e 
of the rise and progress of the Orphan House at Glaucha, 
near Halle, entitled "Demonstrations of the footsteps of a 
divine Being yet in the World," by the celebrated Augus­
tus IJennann Francke. This extraordinary work made 
a deep impression upon his mind. Jt first inspired him 
with a wish lo visit Ilalle, and prol'ecl, in fact, the turnin<T 
point of his future destination. When re1·iewi11g, ho\\~ 
erer, this period of his life, Swartz afterwards obseri-cd 
that he was diligent in study, but chielly from worldly 
motii-cs; and that twice in seasous of dangerous illness 
he h:td resolved to cle1·ote him~elf entirely to Goel, but that 
he soon forgot his good resolutions. 

On his return from Custrin, well prepared by his 
progress iu learning for the uni1·crsity, and ha1·ing ex­
hibited in his general conduct a striking contrast to that 
of his two comp:tnions from Sonnenburg, his father, re­
ferring to the strict economy which he had exereioe<l with 
respect to his expenses, thus a<ldrcssecl him : " l\J y clear 
Frederick, you may, perhaps, ha1·e sometimes repined on 
compariug your homely food and clothing with that of 
others: and possibly you may hare thought thnt your 
father <lid not lorn you so much as the p:irents of some 
of JOUr friends; but I trust that your own good sense, 
and the painful example of their failure will hare led you 
to perceil'e my reasons for inuring you to hardships, and 
never encouraging you in self-indulgence. I may now 
justly hope that in whatever situation it may please God 

4 «-
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to place you, you will be qualified to sustain it:"­
a sentiment which was virtually prophetic of his future 
arduous and self-denying career. 

In the }'Car I i4u Swartz proceeded to Ilalle, with a 
view of attending lhe Gramnrnr School of the Orphan 
House; but his <listi11guisbed countrylllan, Schnitz, who, 
as we have seen, had returned from the i\ladras 111ission 
three years before, and was then residing at llalle, ad­
l'ised him to enter the unil'ersity al once, as he had 
attained his twentieth year, and was already sufliciently 
grounded in elelllentary knowledge. Ile accordingly 
followed thi, advice, and diligently attended the lectures 
of the professors Ila11111garte11, l\lichaelis, Knapp, and 
Freylinghausen, hoarding and lodging in tliu lllean time 
at the Orphan House. While pursuing his studies there, 
he was chosen lo be preceptor to the Latin classes, and 
to assist iu the evening assemblies fur prayer, appointed 
by the rcneralile founder to lie held with the attendants 
and servants of the institution. These pious employ­
ments \\'ere highly beneficial to him ; and, together with 
the instruction which he receirnd at the de1·otional meet­
ings, under the direction of the Rev. G. F. Weiss, In­
spector of the German School, and his intercourse with 
the learned and pious professor Francke, confirmed him 
in the <letermination of del'oting himself to God, and 
estalilished him in that 1ruly Christian course, the ex­
cellence of which his rnbsequeut life so strikingly dis­
played. 

It \\'as at this time in conternplntion to print a new 
e<litiou of the Ililile, in Tamul, at Halle, under the s11per­
in1c11dence of the late rni,siunary Scliultz, who was al~o 
carryi11;; through the press a derntional tract, which he 
had transl.!ted into the s;.me language, for the purpose 
of di,tribution in India. Jn co,111ection with another or 
the student~, Sw.irlz was recommended to acquire some 
knowledge of Tamul, i11 order to qualify him to a,~ist iu 
correcting the printing of these works; but though the, 
intended eclition of the Bible ll'as not eventually cnrriecl 
into execution, this study occupiecl him for sc\'Cral month~, 
and probably first directed his mind towards the sphere 
of his future labors. While thus engaged, Swartz learned 
that professor Francke was making inquiries for new mis­
sionaries to In<lia; and though the idea of such an cm-
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ployment had but recently occurred to him, he determined, 
if he could obtain his father's approbation, to offer him­
self for that important work. 

For this purpose he made a journey to his nati,·e place. 
But here ernry thing seemed u11fa,·orable; for, being the 
eldest son, he was considered the chief prop of the family, 
and no member of it would beliel'e that his falher could 
be brought to consent to such a project. Swartz, how­
ever, stated his wishes, together with the motil'es which 
influenced him, with great seriousness and solemnity, to 
his father; who, instead of putting an immediate 11egati1·e 
upon the propos1I, as had been expected, replied, that he 
would take two or three da)·s to consider of it, and fixed 
a time for declaring his determination. The important 
day arri1·ed; and the family ll'aitcd with di\'ided anxiety 
for the decision; the young ca11didate for this arduous 
undertaking afraid of a refusal, though not afraid of a 
consent. At length, his father came clown from his 
chamber, ga\'e him his blessing, and bade him depart in 
God's name; charging him to forget his natil'e country 
and his father's house, and to go and win many souls 
to Christ. 

Having thus obtained his dismission, he hastened his 
departure; and, generously resigning hi, patrimony to his 
brothers and siste1s, he returnee! to Halle. A few days 
afterw:m]s, an adrnnlageous o!fer \\'US made to him of 
entering upon the min:stry at home; hut he felt thnt the 
die was cast, and that h,1vin~ deliberately put his hand 
to lhe ploui::h, it did not become him lo look back. How 
m:111ife~tly this determination originated in the ~uperin­
tending proric.lencc of Gt1d, ancl \\'as crowned 11 ith his 
blessing, the suli~equcnt history of this e111i11e11t mi,,;ionary 
has abundantly prorec.l. 

On the 8th of August, J,.1!), Swartz set out fur Copc11-
lrngc11, for the purpose of rccci,·ing J1oly order,, accom­
panied by t\l'O other uew missionaries to I 11dia, ;\lessrs. 
l'oltzenhngen ancl Ilntteman. They rrached that city 
011 the :!3d, \\'Cre examined on the Gtli of Srptrml>er by 
Dr. Ilcrsleb, Bishop of Zealand and Primate of Denmark, 
and ordained to the sacred ministry by Bishop Ilorreboa; 
and on the Hlth they left Copenhagen on their return to 
Halle. 

Every necessary preparation having been made for their 
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intended l'oyagc, the three missionaries took their leave 
of their pious and excelleut friends in that university; 
and it being intended that they should proceed to India 
hy \\'ay of England, they repaired to Ilehoetsluys, where 
they e111l.iarketl, aud reached Harn·ich on the Gth of De­
cember; the next clay they pursuetl their journey to 
Colchester, and on the 8th arrired in Loudon. There 
they remained six weeks, during which time they \\'ere 
dilige11tly employec..1 in learning the English language, 
and in preparing for their important destination. Though 
they were 11ot formally presented at auy public meeting 
of the board, the Society for Promoting Christian K11owl­
eclge most kindly recei\·ed and provided for them during 
their stay in tliis country. The follnwing extracts transla­
ted from two letters of Swartz in German, to the Rev. 
Dr. Francke, co1!tain some interesting particulars of their 
feelings and occ1q1ations from the time of their departure 
from Halle. The commencement of the first is Yery 
characteristic of his mind, and is datec..l from Kensington, 
18th of Decembe1·, 174!). 

"God hath ordered all things well on the voyage. Our 
hearts ( more especially mine) were rery cheerful during 
the stor111ing aud raging of tl1e sea; and I hal'e frequently 
reminded mysr'lf of the ,!Gth psalm with great joy. Praised 
be God! This ought to be the beginning, rnirldle, and 
end of my letter. If Gorl 1uaketh this only to resound iu 
our hearts, that he, .Jehovah, our su11 an<l shield, is ll'ith 
us, we ca11 then 11ot only he tranquil, bot cheerful. 

"Our occupatiulls here hare been of si11g11lar use, anrl 
a great refreshment to us. 111 every dillic11lty we could 
hal'c recourse to the Iter. J\Jr. Ziegenhagen, the \·c11erable 
chaplain of his l\ia_je,ty, who has beha\·ed to us with 
paternal kindness, and has girn11 us such plain directions 
as we, like inexpcrieuccrl children, stood in need of. This 
was our daily occ11p:1tiou, to take lessons ancl recei1•e 
instruction. Tiic11 we ha<] aim to preach a few sermons; 
I twice, 11a111cly, once i11 the roynl chapel on the first day 
0f the i'\atil'ity, and aflerwanls fur the Re,•. l\lr. Pittius at 
the Samy; :i\lr. Poltzenhagc11 four times, and l\Ir. Ilutte­
man three. l\lay Go<l hless what has been spoken in 
great weakness ! " 

The directors of the East India Company having, at 
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the request of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowl­
edge, kindly granted the three missionaries a free passage 
on board the Lynn, Captain Egerton, they proceeded to 
Deal to embark in that ship. The second letter referred 
to is dated from that port, Jannary 24th, li;,O, in which 
Swartz thus writes. 

"The 10th of January, according to the old style, 
which is yet used here, or the 2bt accordin~ to the new, 
was the day on which we left dear Kensington, where 
God bestowed so much grace upon us. On the preceding 
e\·ening we were from sel'en till ten with his Majesty's 
chaplain, who said many things to the a wakening 0f our 
hearts. IJe gal'e us the 12Uth psalm fur meditation on 
our voyage. 'I. will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help.' Whaterer could in any 
way contribute to our comfort and encouragement, that 
he did. On new year's day also he addressed us publicly 
from the pulpit, frnm these words, 'Be not afraid, only 
beliel'e.' (!\lark vi. !W.) At the same time he exhorted 
the congregation to pray for us. On the ;.ame c,·ening 
he prayed again with us, commended us to 1l1c mrrcy of 
our God, and ga1·c us some copies of his lately published 
Exposition of the Lord's Prayer. Ilc thc11 di:-111is~cd us 
with the cordial admonition, not to allow our b1otherly 
love to cool. !\lay God write all that we h,ll"c heard 
deeply on our hearts! 

"Thus we dcpartrd on the 21st of January, N. S., in 
the name of Je;;us, i1CC0mpanird by that tru,ty Grrman, 
l\fatthieson, who has conducted all the mis,ionarics from 
l\fr. \Vahher* until now. On thr 2:1d we :mired at Deal, 
in perfect health and ~pirits. llere we lodge in a house 
which is only a few paces from the shore, so that from 
our windows we sec nothing btJt the sea. ~Iy heart is 
filled with cheerful conlitlencc, liei11g convinced that as 
God has taken us under his paternal care during our late 
travels, so will he likewise continue to be our Protector. 
If we will only clca\·e stendfos1 ly to him, he will also most 
certainly be with us, and be our faithful Gotl. And he 
will graciously hear the prayers with which we know so 
many of his chiltlren and serrants accompany us. Now, 

• In lhe year 1725. 
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therefore, we go forth in the name of the Lord, who hath 
called us to be his servants and messengers among the 
heathen ; who will also guide and bring us to the destined 
place." 

The next letter which was addressed to the Rev. l\lr. 
Ziegenhagen, annoum;es his actual embarkation. 

"From on board the Lynn, off the Isle of ,vight, 
near l'ortsmouth, Feb. 1, I i30. 

"There comes a ship to bring us provisions, by which 
I send you a few lines. On the 2Dth of January we left 
Deal. God hath given us a favorable wind, with which 
we have already sailed past Portsmouth. Praised be 
his name, we are all well. Our cabin is below that of 
the captain. We are alone, for which· we have thank­
fully to acknowledge the goodness of God. W c arc 
as conveniently accommodated as cau be expected on 
board ship. God be praised for it! The captain is a 
good, plain-dealing man, and the other passe11gcrs show 
us much kindness. "\Ve talk English as yet very badly, 
_but they all encourage us to speak, and no one laughs at 
our blunders. Sereral of them know a little Latin, and 
use their utmost endeavors to explain to us whatever we 
do not understand. We return hearty thanks to God for 
having brought us to this ship. Hitherto, he bath gra­
ciously preserved us, that no one has sustained any hurt, 
except that last II ight a sailor fell into the water ; however, 
he was saved. The number of persons on board is about 
an hundred, and a few passengers. We pass our time 
in reading the holy Scriptures in the original languages, 
and other good books, and practise reading and writing 
En<Tlish, according to your kind instruction. There are 
per~ons on board who go to India for pleasure. One of 
them goes for the fiflh time, and says it is a very pleasant 
voyage. There arc also many children on board who learn 
navigation. Now this I have written iu haste. May 
Jesus bless you abundantly, and hear your prayers, and 
those of other children and servants of God for us! 0, 
the Lord is faithful, and never yet forsook his people. 

"c. F. SWARTZ." 

The ship did not, however, proceed on its voyage so 
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quickly as was expected. On the 3d of February Swartz 
wrote to l\lr. Ziegenhagen as follows. 

"Filial love requires us to make use of this opportunity 
of informing you of our circumstances. ,vhcn we last 
wrote to you, we were off the Isle of Wight, and had a 
most favorable wind; but we were obliged to la)' to for 
more than half a day, before the things which the ship 
brought us from Deal were taken on board. Towards 
evening we sailed, and by .l\Ionday had come already 
close to the llay of lliscay. In the morning the wind 
,·eered about, and the captain found himself co111pelled to 
return to some liarbor. Here the motion of the ship was 
so violent, that I experienced something of the sea sick­
ness, but only for a few minutes. That day about four, 
we arrived off Falmouth. ,ve were met by t1rn pilots, 
and the captain engaged him who came first to the ship; 
but the other, on coming up, expressed his great dissatis­
faction, not so much because he had not been eugaged, as 
because the other had not conducted us aright. lie c.lis­
puted so long, that the first was obliged to go all'ay. This 
morning we found that the man had just grounds for his 
displeasure. For when it was ebb tic.le, our ~hip hac.l not 
suflicient water, but struck frequently against the gronnd 
with such a crash, as if a gun was fired. At the same 
time there was a great storm, so that we might have sus­
tained much injury, if God had not preser\'cd us. Now 
we praise him that we were forced to return ; for in this 
storm we should harn been in the greatest danger off the 
Spanish coast. Thus 11·e daily perceil'e that his goodness 
preserves us. 0 that we might always look only to him, 
rest in his will, and filially resign ourseh-es to it! Our 
captain shows us great kindness. For the rest, I pray 
God daily, that he would purify my heart more and more 
from all dross, and by his Spirit fit me for the important 
office for which, unworthy as I am, he has, out of mere 
grace, ordained me. I rest assured that you also will 
daily beg this grace Jor myself, and my dear brethren. 

"C. F. SwAnTz." 

'fhe ship was detained at Falmouth by contrary winds 
rather more than a month ; but this delay was amply 
compensated by its escape from the storms which, as it 
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afterwards appeared, some others had encountered ; in 
noticing which circumstance, many years afterwards, one 
of the brethren at Tranquebar took occasion to observe, 
that during the century which had elapsed since the com­
mencement of the Danish mission, and in the course of 
which about fifiy mi~sionaries had ~ailed to India, no 
vessel which contained any one of them lrnd perished. 

In tire following letter addressed to professor Francke, 
Swartz, with a forvor and simplicity of expression peculiar 
to the German language, gil'es a detailed account of the 
contin11ance of their voyage, and of their safe arrival in 
India. It is dated from Tranquebar, October 8, 1750. 

"We can now joyfully relate how graciously God hath 
heard your supplications to his goodness for us. ,vith 
undeserl'ed grace and mercy he hath brought us, bath 
graciously averted all perils on our long rnyage, mightily 
refreshed us during the course of it both in soul and body, 
and caused 11s to reach the end of it speedily and happily, 
in four months and four days. We could scarcely have 
imagined, that he would so paternally and graciously 
guide us. His name be humbly praised and glorified 
now and in eternity! 

"Jn order to give you, re1•eren<l sir, a somewhat de­
tailed account of this gracious g11idance of our God, that 
you may magnify his name with us, I shall briefly relate 
the most important particulars from our diary, not ha,·ing 
yet found time to copy the diary itself, which your Rever­
ence will k irrdly excuse. 

"How God conducted us into Falmouth harbor, and 
what we there noticed to his praise, you will hal'C observed 
from the short letter which we wrote on the day of our 
depn.rture. On the l::!th of i\larch ]7.jO, God gal'e us a 
good wind, and every thiug was prepared for sailing. 
But the tide being then at ebb, we were obliged to wait 
till the evening, as we could not otherwise gel safely out 
of the harbor. In the afternoon, an inhabitant of the 
town came 011 board, who had been powerfully awakened 
by Mr. Whitelield. This man related to us many things, 
particularly of the minister at Falmouth-how zealous he 
was in the discharge of his duty. \Ve regretted that we 
had not visited hirn ; and as the stranger intimated that 
he would salute him from us, we sent the minister professor 
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Zimmermann's Treatise on the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Christ, translated into Latin, in which 
we 1rrote a few lines. 

" A bout seven in the evening ll'e sailed, in the name 
of Gori, 0111 of the harbor, with a man of war, which 
we thought was to escort us ; but the next day \l'e learned 
that she was to escort the Norfolk. With this dil'ine 
dispensation, we were well sati~fied, beliel'ing that we 
should not need that conl'oy, if we could only say with 
Davi,), (Ps. xlvi. 7.) 'The Lord of Hosts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.' If the Lord be for us, 
who or what can Le against us? We met a Dutch ship, 
from Smyrna to Rotterdam, the captain of which in­
formed u~, that he had suffered much from the late severe 
storms, whilst we were quietly in the harbor. On the 
Hlth, we 1rere met by llrn ships, which exhibited a sad 
spectacle. One of them had sprung a large leak, and 
drew se1·eral feet of water, so that she lay very deep, 
and roller! from side to side. Our captain backed the 
sails, and sent the carpenter, with an officer, and some 
others, to see whether they could assist; but on their 
return, they declared that the l'Cssel must sink. The 
other ship, therefore, kept quite close to the damaged one, 
that the people might sa\'C themsehes. 

"On the 21st of ~larr.h, I had a fe1·er, which con­
tinued till the 10th of April. As I fell away so much, 
the doctor was alarmed; but God helped me graciously, 
and rnon restored to me my bodily strength. I must 
abo confc~s, to his praise, that this siclrness has been 
of great sen·ice to me. On the 2::!<l of l\larch, we had, 
for the fir~t time, dil'ine senice on board our ship, which 
afforded us greilt pleasure. 011 the 29th, we passed the 
tropic of Cancer; and on the 18th of April, we crossed 
the line, for the first time. There was great joy on board, 
that ll'e had not been detained longer. On the 22d, 
we were in the height of Ascension. The 30th, God 
visibly preserved a youth from death, who had entered 
on board to learn na\·igation. A thick cable fell down 
from abo\·e, exactly on the spot where he was 8\anding; 
but before it reached him, he perceived it, and narrowly 
escaped. Towards e\·ening, a ship was seen. \Ve 
rejoiced at first, hoping for an opportunity of sending 
letters ; but our joy had nearly been changed to fear, 

5 
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as our people began to think they might be enemies, and 
made preparations for defence. Early the next morning 
we looked out for her, bl)t in min. On the 5th of J\lay, 
we passed the tropic of Capricorn, and thus left the torrid 
zone. As soon as the trade wind ceased, we were 
fa,·ored with a delightful breeze from E. N. E. If we 
attend to the different changes of winds, we may obser\'e 
agreeable traces of the ad111irable wisdo111 of God. On the 
7th, we saw a French vessel, and, on our captain firing 
a signal gun, to <ll'sire them to wait, they did so, and we 
came up with her towards evening. The captai11s con­
versed with each other on their obserrntions, and ours 
agreed pretty well with theirs. It was a great advantage 
that we conld observe so well in our ship; for even in 
hazy went her, the suu appeared a little about noon. 
The chief male r<:qnested us to communicate the obser­
vations contained in our diaries, particularly with regard 
lo the variation of the compass. "\Ve did so, and he 
gratefully acknowledged it, hy giving us a fine large 
Cheshire cheese.* The 11 th of l\Iay, we had a \'ery 
high wind, and the next day a calm. While we spoke 
of it in the c,·cning, and sighed to God that he would 
have pity on u~, as before, sudd<>nly there arose a Ycry 
favorable breeze. Thus God fulfilled to us what he has 
promise><!-' Before they call, I will answer; and while 
they arc yet speaking, I will hear.' So that we could 
praise God with joyful hearts. On the Vith of !\lay, 
',Ve celebrated the Feast of Pentecost, and hc:utily be­
,ought God that, by his Spirit, whom .Jesus has obtained, 
he would fit us for the importa11t office to which he has 
e,alled us. The I Uth of 1\lay, our dear brother I I11ttcman 
vas seized with alarming sickness; but God mo~t gra­
.:iously bb-~.cd the use of the medicines out of the trav­
!lling chest which yon gave us, so that he was fully 
,estorecl to us in a few days. On the 2:Jd we had an 
rnusually brisk gale; the !-hip inclined so mnch, that it 
,hipped water, which we had not hitherto seen. However, 
t passed on~r without da11J:igc. On the 2ith, we had a 
:omplcte calm, so that the captain and the chief mate 

* This is always an acceptable prrscnt in ln<lia, and wns frc­
·1urntl_v among the !!Tatnilirs sent out by the Society for Promotin" 
Jhristian I{ nowle<lgc to Lhcir n1issionarics. 

0 
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went out in a boat, to shoot bir<ls; but in the following 
night arose a real storm, which, as it came unexpectedly, 
tore all the sails. When we came upon deck in the 
morning, they all hung in rags, and we had only one 
small sa ii hoisted. \Ve <lid not, howeH'r, }icld to anxious 
or <lcsponcling thoughts. So faithful is God ! ln need 
he refrcsheth, and comforteth al1u11dantly. The 30th 
of May, 11·e had very pleas:ml weather, which was a great 
relief after the storm. On the :Jbt, 11·c saw a n·utch 
ship. We all wished that it might approach 11s, but were 
clisappointed, as it passed us at a con~idcrnble distance; 
but in the afternoon our joy was the greater, as we got a 
sight of the Cape. The mo,mtains presented themselves 
at a distance, like clouds; hut as we came nearer, we 
could see them distinctly. We prai,ecl Goel heartily, the 
more so, as we had on this ,·cry clay been powerfully 
impressed in meditating on the words, ( l Cor. XI". 5S.) 
'Therefore, my belo1·ed brethren, be ye steadfast, un­
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor will not be in rnin 
in the Lord.' 

"From this lime, we began to look ont for India, ana 
thought we had now left the worst behind. llut on the 
17th of June, in the night, we had a mo~t furious storm, 
in which all declared we were in great danger. El"Cn the 
next day it was frightful to behold, and it was much 
heightened by the heary rain which accompanied the 
wind. l\leanwhile, when the tempest was at the highest, 
we slept in peace and quiet : a ~rncio11s God had hidden 
the danger from us. On the l!hh, there ll'as a pretty 
strong breeze. A rope, with which a sail was belayed, 
happened to break, which caused the ship to heel a little, 
and all at once we lay on our side. The captJin called 
0111 to the men at the helm to put the ship about; bnt 
they could not accomplish it. The \"esscl had inclined 
altogether to one side, anrl was, moreol"er, quite wet from 
the rain, so that the people fell as they attempted to walk 
on the deck. Howel"er, the storm at length suusi<led, 
and we sustained no material injury. In how many 
distresses hath not our gracious God co1·ered us, as it 
were, with his wings! On the 30th of June, we passed 
the tropic of Capricorn a second time. Now we came 
again into a pleasant climate; hitherto we had sometimes 
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very cold weather. The 4th of July the rope at the helm 
broke, and, as the wind happened to lilow fre~h, the ~hip 
fell into some disorder. On the 10th, we again crossed 
the line. The 1:11h ll'as a most agreeable day; for we 
then came in sight of Ceylon. The chief mated iscovered 
it about nine in the murni11g. The joy which this pro­
duced on board is hardly to he described, since the greater 
number scarcely expected that we should make it so 
directly. We said, 'This bath God done ! ' 0, how 
great is his goodness, and how graciously doth he hear 
our prayers! May the kindness which he bath showed 
us in this instance, sene to strengthen us in filial con­
fidence ! 

"This day and the following, we enjoyed the delightful 
smell of cinnamon. At the same time, we had a most 
favoralile wind, so that, during the day, we passed at a 
good distance by the rocks of Ceylon. On the rn,h 
of Jnly we were approaching the coast of Coromandel: 
every one, therefore, looked out eagerly for land ; but the 
night drew on, and we could see none. A bout nine, 
we found a bottom al fifteen fathoms; and it was remark­
able that, as sofln as it was found, the wind ceased. 
We thereforn dropped the anchflr. In the morning, when 
we lookecl 0111, we not only beheld the coast, hut found 
ourselves right opposite to Cud,lalore. \Ve praised the 
name of the J.orrl for this paternal guidance : and who­
soever delights in the traces of .his gracious prol'idence 
will, on hearing it, exalt his name together. 

"After we had cast anchor, the natives immediately 
came on board. The sight of these poor people, who 
sit in darkness and in the shaclow of death, deeply affected 
our hearts; and we awakened ourselves cheerfully to work 
at their coaversio11, anrl to recomrnencl to them the salva­
tion of tJie go~pel. Now, the Lord vouchsafe to give us 
wisdom, grace, and strength, to accomplish this purpose, 
since we are most unworthy to be unto them 'a savor 
of life unto life.' We iuformerl the Rev. Mr. Kiernander• 
of our arri\·al, and he sent in the afternoon a country 
boat to fetch us. There we took onr lea l'e of the officers 
and passengers, who had showed us e\·ery kindness. 
They were much moved at parting, and wished us every 

• The Society's missionary at Cuddalorc. 
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blessing in our future ministry. l\Iay the Lord do good 
abundantly to them all! In the el'ening, dear i\Ir. Kier­
nancler recei1·ecl us, and praised the name of the Lord 
for all the mercy _he had show11 us. 

"I should now gil'e an account of our occupations 
during the royagc. But as they were substantially the 
same as those of our predecessor~, that is, preparing our­
selves for onr duty in the best manner we were ahle, I shall 
he brief. Every morning and e1·ening, and frequently 
during the day, we stirred up ourselves by joint prayer 
and meditation on the holy Scriptures, hy ll'hich God 
graciou~ly refreshed us. A fterll'ard~, each of us, apart, 
used either to meditate on some passage of Scripture, or 
read some other devotional book. From eleven to twelve, 
we practised reading English together, bc~icles what each 
afterwards read for himself. The German Mission Ac­
counts, hitherto edited, lhe l'Olumes and a half, we hal'C 
putially perused. 1'1r. Niecamp's Abriclgment, and the 
first volume, we hal'e nearly read through. This occupa­
tion we have fonnrl to he of great aclvantage. \Ve also 
kept a diary; hut as in many places it i, rather illegibly 
written, in consequence of the rolling of the 1·es,;el, and 
we do 11ot wish 10 send it so, we sh,111 h)' the first ships 
send one fair copy of it to your Rererence, and one to 
the i\Iission College. 

"On the ~-hh of July, the Rei·. Senior of the Danish 
missionaries, 1\lr. Wieclchrccck, came from Trallfj11ebar 
to fetch us. Ile joinecl us iu heariy prai,es to God for 
all his mercie~. After having therefore ,i;itcd sel'eral 
English gentlemen, we departed on the 2~th frorn Cudda­
lore. Dear i\lr. Kiernancler accompanied ns as for as 
the fir~t ri,·er, ancl there took leal'e of us. On the :JUth 
we arrired at Tranq11el.iar in perfect health, and were 
most fraternally recei1·ed hy onr dear brethren. Now 
hitherto the Lord hath helped us. To him be glory for 
ever and el'er ! 

"Our present occupation can be described in a few 
words. At se\'Cn iu the morning we begin, and practise 
Tamul almost the whole forenoon. Three days in el'Cry 
week l\tr. l\laderup comes to us al ten, and gi1·es us a 
lesson in Portuguese. From two to three in the after­
noon we again read 'famul. Afterwards, el'ery one re­
mains alone till five. From five to six, I and dear brother 

5 !O 
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Hutteman practice speaking Tamul. We have Chris­
topher with us, who affords us wonderful help in that 
language, because Jae talks German fluently; and where 
we make mistakes, he corrects us. The Iler. J\lr. Zeglin 
is holdi11g at this time a preparation for baptism with 
some heatheu, at which we also atteud, as we begin 
already to uuderstaud a little. We perceive that God 
helps us 011 frorn day to day. Dear brother I'oltzeuhagcn 
and I lil"e together. "'e do 11ot1 however, pr01·ide for 
our diet, as J\lr. Kohlhoff has taken us to his tahle. In 
the morni11g and evening we excite each other by joint 
prayer and reading the word uf God. 

"This is the principal intclligeuce which I can at 
present impart to your Rererence. 

"C. F. SwAnTz." 

The providential escape of Swartz' and his brethren 
from shipwreck, though not noticed in the preceding 
letter, crowned the mercies of their 1·oyage. The vessel 
in which they sailed was lost iu the ri1·er soon after their 
landing at Cuddalore. 

Such was tl1e diligence with which Swartz purs11ed 
the study of Tamul, that, on the 23d of No1•cmher, that 
is, in less thau four months after his arri1•al in India, he 
preached his first sermon in Ziegenbalg's Church, called 
New Jerusalem, from l\latthew xi. 2;'.,-30. Having 
pointed out the invitatiou of Christ to all to come to him 
for the blessings of heavenly rest and peace, and observed 
that they could only be obtained in the order here pre­
scribed by the Redeemer, he earnestly exhorted all who 
were present not to think lightly of this graciou5 offer; 
and thus exhibited, in his first address to the Ilea then, 
the very spirit of that gospel which he was commissioned 
to proclaim, and which he continued unceasingly to 
reco1nme11d and to exemplify during his long and honor­
ablc career as a missionary in India. 
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CIIAPTER II. 

i\lr. Swartz enters on the Duties of a :\lissionarr-ll is ace<>unt of 
these in a Letter to a Friend-Careful prC'parati~n ofCandi<lates for 
Baptism-Excursions totheTownsand Villages near T, an'lnebar­
Lctter to Dr. Strucnsec-Periodical Reports of the Danish :\Iission 
-Pious Custom of th<• :\lissionaries on proceeding upon a Jour­
ney-Visit of l\lessrs. Kohlhoff and Swartz to Cucl<lalore-Pastoral 
and weekly ConfC'rences with their Brethren there-Heturn to 
'franqueuar. 

No sooner had l\Ir. Swartz attained some knowledge of 
the nati1·e language, than he entered ,·igorou~ly upon the 
discharge of the ,arious duties of the l\lission. Early in 
the year I i5 I, he commenced a daily catechetical exercise 
with the youngest children of the Tamul school, which 
consisted not merely in questioning them, a11Cl recei,·ing 
their answers, but in explaining the principles of Chris­
tianity, in the order prescribed by the catechism, in 
the simplest manner, and Ly examples take11 from 
common life, in familiar dialogues with the chil­
dren. lle also catechised the children of the Portu­
guese school alternately with l\lr. Poltzenhag<'n, and 
preached in Portuguese in rotation with him and l\lr. 
l\Ia<lerup, another missionary, who had the superinten­
dence of the Portuguese congregation. In addition to 
these stated occupations, l\lr. Swartz held in this year two 
preparations for uaptism with nati1·es, and afterwards bap­
tized many of the candidates. These, with other inter­
esting particulars, are related with great simplicity and 
piety in his second letter from India, dated Sept. 23, li51, 
and addressed to a clergyman at Halle, of which the fol­
lowing is an extract. 
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"The manifold kindness which you showed me in my 
university years, induces me to address a letter to you 
from this country; the more so, as it was you who first 
gave me a hint that I should, perhaps, be a5ked to go to 
India. When I think of this, and of the first distant pre­
parations made by the divi11e providence, I praise and 
humbly thank the only wise God. It is also a sweet com­
fort to my heart, that I am enabled to say, 'It is thou, 0 
my God, who hast couducted me to these parts; I have 
not run hither of my own accord, !Jut would rather have 
declined the call, if thy unseen hand had not retained me. 
0 therefore help, and bestow upon me all necessarv wis-
dom, grace, and strength, for this office!' • 

" l\ly gracious God has already manifested so many 
proofs of his paternal love towards me, that I caunot but 
rememher the word of the Lord Jesus, which he spake to 
upright N atha11ael, ( John i. 50.) ' Thou shalt see greater 
things than these.' !\lay the Lord give me grace, that, 
like Nathanael, I may use the proofs of divine goodness 
and mercy which I hare hitherto experienced, as a solid 
foundation, strengthening, and confirmation of my faith. 
If henceforth I do not behold the glory of God, then verily 
unbelief will Lie the cause of it. At Nazaretli, my Saviour 
did not many mighty works, because of their unbelief. 
Now, Lord, grant faith, and t!tat lively faith! 

" llut that you may lrnow this from more special cir­
cumstauces, and adore the name of the Lord with me, I 
shall me11tion Rome particulars. First, I humbly praise 
God that, during the year I have becn here, he, 11otwith­
standi11g all my imperfections, hath borne with me with 
great patience and for?earance, hath ueen daily nigh unto 
my soul, and hatil kmdly refreshed me. If I hare not 
had the same enjoyme11ts daily, the fault was on my own 
side. Now this goodness, long-suffering, and patience of 
our Lord, I shall account my salvation, according to St. 
Peter's exhortation. 

"As to external things, God has given me life and 
health, and has made the climate and the heat supporta­
ble; so that, though my breathing was sometimes oppres­
sive, yet I have not been induced to complain. Praised 
be his name also for this gracious help! Whoever always 
reposes in the good and holy will of God, saves himself 
much trouble, and makes that supportable which an impa-
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tient and unsubcluecl self-ll'ill re11clers intofornhle. !\Jay 
the Lord subdue this self-will more and more by the power 
of the cross of Christ! 

"Concerning the language of this country, I frequently 
thought during the 1·oyage. 

"Behold, at Ilalle J learned Tamul three months, ancl 
I macle but li1lle progress. How much lime will he re­
quired to learn that language, even though it be 011ly so 
much as to be able to expre~s m}'self i11telligibly ! But 
God has graciously remo\·ed this clifficuhy, which appeared 
to me so great; for after we hacl once preached, it became 
more and more easy. 

"Soon after the commencement of the new year, I be­
gan a catechetical hour in the Tamul, or l\Jalalrnr School, 
with the youngest lambs; ancl thus I learned to stammer 
with them. At the same time, I made almost daily ex­
cursions, ancl spoke with Christians and heathens, though, 
as may be easily concei1·ecl, poorly ancl faheringly. Ilow­
e1·er, God help<.>d me on from clay to clay. 

"A fier I had thus practised reacli11g and speaking for 
nine months, I began the first preparation on the 2(ith of 
l\lay, 1751, ancl finished it on the 2cl of .J nly, when I 
baptize<l most of the conrnrts. Each of my brelhren was 
occupied with preparing a small number for holy baptism. 
,vhen, therefore, ten· days afterwards, another party came, 
I began the second preparation on the I 2th of July, and 
ended it in six weeks. With these souls I hope the Lord 
has not permitted me to lahor in min. How they now 
conduct then1seh·es, I cannot say, as the far greater part of 
them were from 1he country. 

"The increase this vear is \"Cry pleasing, consisting of 
four hundred in the Tam11l congregation, including a 
hundred and fifly-11i11e children, parlly of Chris1ian, and 
partly of conl'erted heathen, parents ; though the real 
blessing does not amount to the whole of that 11ul1lber. 
God send forth faithful lahorers, for the harrest is indeed 
great! Therefore help us, dear sir, to implore the dirine 
assistance. 

"This short account I hare given you, in humhle 
praise of 011r gracin11s God. To him alone belongeth 
glory, but to us :;hame; and if we should eren suffer igno­
miny a1Hl disgrace for the sake of Jesus, we are unworthy 
of so great an honor." 
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The preparation of candidates for baptism, mentioned 
in the preceding letter, was frequent at stated periods in 
e\·ery year. Se\'cral of the mbsio11aries were occasionally 
employed with c!i1Tere11t parties of natil'es at the same time, 
which was the case in the year I i.">I, in the course of 
which, twenty of the~c preparatory lectures and instruc­
tions took place. In general, the greater proportion of 
such lahors deroh·ed 011 the junior 111issio11aries, as soon as 
they were sullicie11tly conrersant with the nati,·e language, 
both for the purpose of rendering them familiar with this 
important employment, and of affording to the seuiors 
more leisure for correspondence, and other laborious duties 
of the mission. 

The utmost care was taken during these exercises to 
ascertain, not nnly the religious knowledge, but the Chris­
tian dispositions of the professed conrerts. Those who 
were slow of apprc>hensinn, or the sincerity of whose l'iews 
in embracing Cliri~tianity appeared donhtfol, were defer­
red to the tlC'Xt preparatiou. This occurreJ with respect 
to two candidat<'s 011 one of the occasions jnst mentioned, 
of whom one was found to be deficient in knowledge, and 
the other of too worldly a mind to he aJrnitted into the 
Christian chnrch. The period of probation for baptism 
was sometimes extenJed to several months, that the mis­
sionarie~ 111i~ht harn a better opportuni1y of obsening the 
moral clrnracter of the converts, ancl, with re,pect to those 
who came from di,tant places, of ohtai11i11g information as 
to their previous concluct. * 

Agrecahly to the practice of that cornparati,·ely early 
period, when there 11ere seven or eight missionaries at 
'franq11ebar, :\Jr. Swartz, a~ he informed his friend in the 
preceding lelter, was accustomed to make excursions 
almost daily among hoth the Christians and the uncon­
verted natil·es, generally in co111pany with nne of the elder 
brethren. Four or hl'e missionaries occasionally went out, 

• It should, howcv<'r, he rcmark<'d, that the slanclard of qualifica­
tion for baptism in thP Luthrran church, lo which Swartz and his 
associates helon!!<'<l, is less el<'valt'd than it once was in the Calvin­
istic churches of Grnrva; and prohahl.v much kss C'kvatcd than it 
now is in the Anwrican missio11 ehurcllC's which havr hrcn planted 
among the heatlwn. YC'l the teaclC'r, as hr procrC'ds, will see abun­
dant rPason for adoring the riches of divine grace in the converts, 
over whom this admirable missionary was pNmitted to rejoice in 
lndia.-.1m. Ed. 
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attended by one or both of the country priests, and each 
missionary followed by a catechist or an assistant, and 
some of the schoolboys of the first class. They divided 
thr.mseh·es, eith~r singly or in parties of two, among the 
neigh boring towns and villages, comer~ing with the na­
tives, endearnring lo convince them of their errors, and to 
persuade them to embrace the religion of the go,pel. 

In the year 17-'>2, l\lr. Swartz conducted three numer­
ous preparations for b:iptism, and continued his excursions 
among the neighboring villages. No letters from him 
during this year arc recorded in the missionary journals ; 
and in general it may be obserrecl, that he was averse to 
any extensi\·e correspondence which might dirert him 
from his studies and labors amonrr, the 11ati1·e,. From 
the moment that he rose in the mor~ing, till he retired to 
rest, he was unremittingly employed. 

In the next }"Car, h011·e1·er, a lcller occurs to the 
Rev. Dr. Struensee, then professor of dirinity at Ilalle, 
afterwards superintendant-general, that is hi,hop a11d me­
tropolitan of the Duchy of Slcswig, and father of the 
unfortunate Count Struensec, prime miuisler of Denmark, 
of which the following is an extract. It is elated Oct. ::3, 
1753. 

"Concerning my poor labors, J usually employ myself 
in the morning with the school children; and when I am 
preparing a small party for baptism, that is also clone in 
the forenoon. In the afternoon, .Mondays excepted, I 
commonly go out to the villages, to visit the Christians in 
their cottages, and to con\"Crse with heathens. 

"The enclosed annual re·port will exhibit to you the 
present external state of the mission. This year Satan, 
by his raging, endeavored to excite the fears of the 
Chri~tians, by which many heathens were no doubt de­
terred from embracing the gospel. For towarcls the end 
of April laRt, a dissension arose between the papists and 
heathens in Tanjore, on account of some usages. The 
Rajah having been informed of it, treated the r~oman 
Catholics with great severity; upon which many or them 
renounced Christia.nity, both verbally and in writing. 
Since that time, the Romish Christians in the Tanjore 
country ha1·e been roughly handled; in which sufferings 
our Christians have also been made lo share in sereral 
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places, though not so severely as the papists in Tanjore. 
l\lay onr faithful God arm us with grace, resolution, an<l 
strength ! 

"Ju July a captain of the Danish navy was sent as an 
envoy to Ta11jore, on which occasion l\lr. \Yiedebrc:eck, at 
the captain's earnest request, accompanied him, and had 
an opportuni1y or announcing the gospel of Christ, both in 
the country and in the residence itsell; ll'ilhout hindrance. 
May God grant a permanent blessing upon it ! " 

The report alluded to by Mr. Swartz in the preceding 
letter, was a short account in German, on one quarto sheet 
printed on the ,jth of October in every year at Tranqnebar, 
comprising the number of native Christians belonging to 
the three congregations constituting the Danish mi~sion, 
viz. the Portugnese, and the two Tamul for the town and 
the country, which last, prel'ious to the establishmcut of 
the missions of the Society for promoting Chri~tian Know­
ledge, was divided into five districts, named after their 
central places; the district of Mabahu1 am, that of Tanjore, 
including the kingdo111 of l\ladnra, that of i\ladhcwipatnam, 
comprising the country of Marava, and that of Cumbago­
nam.* 

It may here be proper to observe, that the brethren at 
Tranqneliar, having rnon discovered the extraordinary tal­
ents of Swartz, gave him the superintendence or ull the 
Christian schools uud churches south of the ril'er Caveri. 

At this period, whene\'er the missionaries proceeded on 
a journey, or returned from one, when they arrired al an­
other missionary statio11, or departed from it, their first 
and la~t employment was to bend their knees in prayer to 
Almighty God ll'ith all their brethren. In this apostolical 
manner Messrs. Kohlhoff and Swartz, on the 18th of Feb­
ruary I i5"1, set out on foot on n visit to Cudd a lore. Two 
other missionaries accompanied them a few miles on their 
way, and united with them in prayer at parting. They 

* The increase of each congregation, the rnissionariPs, catechists, 
and assistants, the number of schools, schoolmasters, mistl'essrs, and 
children, the printing press and its productions, the country pl'iests 
and native teachers, with various other particulars, were also inser­
ted in this statement. On the same day the missionaries wrote their 
annual reports to the king of Denmark, and lo each branch of the 
royal family, which were transmitted directly to those illustrious per­
sonages. 
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supped and slept at the hnuse of a 1-Iindoo merchant, 
who cirilly recei\·ed their exhortations to himself and his 
family. 

The persecutio11 of Christians in Ta11jore still continu­
ing, these pious men encouraged thernselres by reading in 
Hebrew, according to tlwir gc11eral custom of studying the 
Holy Scriptures in the original languages, the 74th psalm. 
After their morning dcrotions, first with each other, and 
then wi1h their serrnnts and coolies, they proceeded on 
their journey, and deli1cred a lecture on lhe atonement at 
a place where sereral Christians were assembled, with a 
concluding address to the surroundin~ heathen. On the 
next day, they represented to the Ilrahmins and others, in 
front of a pagoda at Semba11k11di, the absurdity and fatal 
consec111ences of idolatry, and in the ereniug reached Ti­
rucolta h, where they lodge<l at the comrnan<ling officer's, 
who \\'as rery kind to them, and accommodated them with 
a boat to carry them down the river and across the Cole­
roon, and afterwards a catamaran over another river, 
which saved them from pa"~ing through a desert and 
swampy fores!. The boatmen refused to hear anything of 
Christianity ; hut stopping for refreshment in a wood, seve­
ral Uindoos, and l\lohammedn11s, and a Roman Catholic 
nntire, came ronnd them, to whom they announced the 
011ly true God, and Jesus the only l\lediator and Redeemer. 
A robber, one of whose feet had been struck ofT by the 
headman of Chillumbrum, begged a plaister, which the 
missionaries ga,·e him, with a direction to the only Physi­
cian of the ,oul for the healing of his spiritual wounds. 

At the Portonoro rirer, tl.ey were mr.t L>y i\Ir. Huttc­
man, ancl by l\lr. Vaneck, the Dutch superior, who took 
them to his house. Ou the :!3d, they tral'ellcd the whole 
way to Cuddalore along the sea shore. A merchant of 
high rank in his caste, bnt reduced in circumstauces, fol­
lowed them from Porto l\'ovo, and offered to become a 
Christian ; but his views appearing to be interested, he 
was admonished to he sincere. At noon they addressed 
some Ilindoos at a choultry,"' particularly some Ilyr_agecs, 

• Choullries are buihlings open on every side, for the accommo­
dation of travellers; the roof is supported by columns, which are 
sometimes highly ornamented: these are llindoo structures. The 
scrai is a. :\lohammcda.n building for the same purpose; it consists of 

6 
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a caste of professed and importunate beggars, and pointed 
out to some fishermen, how they were entangled in the net 
of Satan, and hy whom they might be rescued. Toward~ 
evening, .Mr. Kicrnander met them near Chetty-Cupam. 
Ha,·ing strengthened each other in the Lord at the choul­
try, they proceeded up the river in a boat, and arrived 
safely at the mission house at Cuddalore. There they 
united in prayer 10 Almighty God, their reconciled Father 
in Christ, laid their 0ll'n want~ and the general distress, 
humbly yet confidently before him, and implored a blessing 
upon themselves, their brethren, and their work. They 
then visited the sick Portuguese schoolmaster, and con­
versed with the catechi,ts, and several members of the 
congregation. A number of Christians having come from 
the country for the succeeding day's service, .l\Ir. Kohlhoff' 
explained to them the Lord's Prayer, and Mr. Swartz the 
form of general confession, by way of question and answer. 
They closed this busy day by visiting the school, and 
some of the mis,ion servants. 

011 the 24th, being Quinqnagesima Sunday, l\lr. Swartz 
preached in the morning in Tarnul, 011 Luke niii. 31, on 
the necessity of Christ's sufferings, and l\Ir. Kohlhoff in 
the afternoon in Portugnese, during which service, the 
morning smmon was repeated in the Tamul school. 

'fhe next day they conversed with the native Christians 
who were returning i11to the country; and exhorted them 
to" keep the word of God" which they had heard, and to 
walk worthy of it. They again ,·isited the sick school­
master, an,! reminded him how necessary it was to be well 
assured of one's stnte, in order to be peaceful iu death. 

It had been usual from the commencement of the mis­
sion at Tranquelrnr, for the missionaries to hold, on Tues­
day in every week, a pastoral conference on some passage 
of Scripture for mutual edification and enco11ragement. 
This pious cu~tom, Messr,. Kohlhoff and Swartz did not 
omit during: their present cxcursio11, but from ten to twch·e 
on the 2uth, held what they called a colloq11i11m biblicum 
with their brcthre11 at Cuddalore, 011 Acts x. an, :li; tak­
ing occasion, from that animating passage, to exhort each 

a. larn-e_ op<'ll area encJosPd by hi/l"h walls, in which nre a n11mber of 
reces":.Ps. The serai has no archikctural orn:unenls, except on the 
gateways.-Oi·icnta/ .'Jm,ual. • 
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other to courage and perseverance in the great work of 
"preaching pcaee" to the Gentiles by Jesus Christ. In 
Lhe afternonn, they visited hy ll"ater lll'o villages of fisher­
men, situated to the cast of Cuddalore, bct\\'een the river 
and the sea, and observing that the hours struck at the 
mission church were distinctly heard on their island, they 
represented to the111 the duty of listening lo the word of 
salvation, which the goodness of God had thus brought so 
11car to them. 

The next day, the two missionaries, accompanied by 
their brethren of Cnddalorc, proceeded to a small neigh­
boring town, a11d ~iui11g 1l011'11 in a choultry, conversed 
with the natives who collected round them, on the· ac­
knowledged earthly ori~1n, :11HI base and 1111worthy char­
acter of their prc1e11ded dil'i11i1ies, am! urged tire unprofit­
able nature of their idolatry, and tire peace, purity, and 
immortal hope resulting from tire faith of the gospel. 
Se1•eral succeeding days 11·erc thus occnpicd either in ex­
hortations to tire heathen, or to 1hc nati1·e Christians, the 
catechists, the schonl-childrcn, and their lr.achers. 

Messrs. Kohlhoff and Swartz ha, ing, al tire request of 
their brethren, con,;ented lo remain two clays longer at 
Cuddalore, assisted at their Friday ll"eckly conference, 
the object of wlrielr was thus stated by the founder of the 
mission, Zicgcnhalg. 

"The \\'cckly conference which ll'e hold e1·ery Friday 
with all the laborcrs, i., of tire greatest nlility in keeping 
the mi:;sion work in order. For on that day in the fore­
noon, ll'C pray to Goel for ll"isdoni and co1111,c), and each 
relates how he has been e111plnyed, or what has occurred 
in the congregations ancl schools, and in the printing ancl 
bookhindi11g oniccs, and i11 the prirntc houses. Here 
e\"Cr}' thiug which mig!rt occasion disorder or detriment is 
adjusted, ancl those 111cans arc adopted ll"hit:11 may best 
promote the general good. The coufcrcncc lieiug ended, 
the Portugue:;c ancl Tarnul assiswuts rnnkc a report of 
their lahors, nllll of whatever may be wauling, that as far 
as possible it may be supplied." 

This useful 1nacticc was n•gularly ob~crl'cd during 
nearly the fir~t century of the mission, ll'hcn, for some 
reasons which do not appear, it was disconti11ucd. 

After the conference thus referred to, l\lessrs. Kohlhoff 
ancl Swartz went down the rircr to a Tirkera, or l\Ioorish 
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hermitage, where, amongst others, they addresse<l a Fakir, 
or i\lohamme<lan m'?1Hlicant, to wl1orn the 11nboh had gil'eu 
the place aud the ~urrounding grounds. lle aclrno\\'ledg­
ed that he ha<l three wives and fuur-and-twpnty children, 
and that he was 11111ch addicted to the use of i11toxicating 
<lrugs. \Vith tliis 11,an they urged the ba~e and licrntious 
character of l\loha mmedani~m, and the etqieriurity of Chris­
tian principle~; he nd 111itte<l the truth of their representa­
tions, and promi~cd to ,i~it them ;it Cu<ldalore. 

On the 5th of !\larch tl,e four 111is,io11aries agai11 held a 
biblical coufcrence 011 Acts x. :l~, in which they encour­
aged each other humbly and earue~tly to implore the com­
munication of the I loly Spirit, that in the power of that 
divine grace they might, alter the exnmpie of their hea­
venly l\laster, "go about doing good." S\Vartz concluded 
with an impre,~ive prayer, that the Lord would vouchsafe 
to them a permanent hlessing from that hour; that ac­
cording to his pro111ise he would fill them, their brethren, 
and all their ldlow-lahorers, with his 8pirit, for the sake 
of the great l\lediator and Saviour; that he would preserve 
them from venturing 011 any service relying on their own 
strength, but that they might go forth in his power, that 
thus lahoring, they might never want all necessnry light, 
strength, and blessin.g. 

Early the next day, the four missionaries again united 
in thanksgil'ing and prnyer; a11d in the stre11gth or their 
Redeemer, entered into a co1·enan1 to he his, to serve him 
with all their heart, and thenceforward with renewed 
energy to preach the g-ospel to the poor Gentiles around 
them. "Now," said Swartz, "the Lord has heard what 
we have spoken before him. May he gi,·e us li~ht, life, 
strength, and prosperity!" The Cuddalore brethren ac• 
companied Messrs. Kohlhoff and S\\'artz a few miles, and 
then separated after a cordial farewell, and wishing them 
abundant grace and blessing. 

On their return to Tranqnehar they had frequent oppor­
tunities of scattering the goocl seed of the word of Got.I 
among Peons i11 the Dutch service, and Hindoos and l\Io­
hammedans from the neighboring towns: l\lost of these 
were fishermen, of which class of native~, tlmngh there are 
many Roman Catholics in the south of the peninsula, few 
have ever been converted by the Protestants. The -two 
missionaries, sometimes in brief, and at others in longer 
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addresses, <leclare<l the nature of the true Go<l, an<l the 
vanity of i<lols, the misery of sin, the inefficiency of Pagan 
ceremonies, and particularly of bathin~ in the sea, to 
which many whom they met were resorting, and the only 
effectual atonement of the cross. To those who made in­
quiries or urged objections, they ga\'C suit:1ble au<l often 
satisfactory rPplies, an<l recei1·ed promi,;es of farther atten­
tion to their instructions. To some Romish Christians 
they pointed out the errors of image-worship a11<l of purga­
tory, an<l exhorted them lo repentance, faith, and true 
godliness; an<l finding at one place at which they rested 
some Protestant converts, they preached to them, inquired 
as to their domestic derntions, an<l reprol"e<l the negli­
gent. 

On the !)th they were met by one of their Tranquebar 
brethren, and 011 approaching the mission house, the Ta­
mul school children welcomed them by singing a metrical 
version of Ecclesiasticus I. :22-2-1, 11 Now let us praise 
the Lor<l," which is in uni1·ersal use a111011g Protestants on 
the continent. The missionaries ble,,c<l the children, 
an<l shortly afterwards their re111ai11ing brethren met them, 
a11<l uuite<l with them an<l with se1·eral oflicers of the Da­
nish troops at Tranquebar, in the following prayer an<l 
thanksgil"ing, offered up by i'\lr. Swartz. 

" Praised he thy name, 0 Lor<l, in profound humility, 
for all the grace, protection, and blessing which, <luring 
the whole of our journey thou hast graciously hestowe<l 
upon us of thine undeserred mercy, for the sake of Christ 
our l\le<liator ! l\lay the seed of thy word, 1d1ich we thy 
poor sen•ants ha1·e sowed on our journey, ,:pring up and 
produce ah1111da11t fruit, that we, an<l tho,e who have re­
ceived the wor<l into their hearts, may praise a11d adore 
thy goodness to all eternity! !\lay the u11ion with our 
brethreu at Cuddalore, which has been renewed afresh in 
thy sacred presence, be proclucti1·e of ahnnclnnt blessing! 
Our supplications, which we ha\'C jointly brought before 
thy footstool, with regard to oursell'es aud the flocl< in­
trusted to us, rnuchsafe graciously to hear, an<l to let us 
perceive it, for the strcngthr.niug of our faith. A n<l thus 
begin anew to bless us, and to prosper the work of our 
hands. Yea, prosper thou nur handy-work, 0 Lor<l, for 
the sake of Christ, and of his bitter sufferings and death ! 
Amen." 

o• 
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CH APTER III. 

\Varin the Carnalic between the French and English-Mr. Swartz 
continues his usual laliors and excursions-Letter to Professor 
Francke-Expedition of Mr. Poltzenhagen to the Nicoliar Islands 
-His death-Letter of Swartz to a friend in Europe-Visit of 
Messrs. Kohlhoff and Swartz lo Negapatam-Conversations with 
the natives-Favoralile results of the journey-Second visit lo 
Negapatam-Swartz's address to the native catechists-Capture 
of Fort St. David and Cuddalore by the French-Kindness of 
Count Lally to the Missionaries-They retreat to Tranqucbar­
Mr. Kiemander removes to Calcutta-Mr. Hutteman returns to 
Cuddalore-Death of one of the first five converts of Ziegenbalg at 
Tranquebar-The F1ench army approaches Madras-Messrs. Fa­
bricius and IlreithaupL protected by Count Lally-They leave 
Vepery, and retire lo Pulicat-An English fleet relieves Madras 
-The French army rclreats, and the missionaries. return lo Ve­
pery. 

IIosTILITIES were now rnging in the Carnatic be­
tween the French and English, who were contending for 
the superiority in India, in which several of the nali\·e 
princes were involved. The interior of the country was 
in consequence much disturbed, particularly by the incur­
sions of the Mahrattas, who supported the Freuch i11terest. 
The ravages of these predatory troops spread desolation 
and alarm where\·er they appeared, and the poor natirn 
Christians participated in the general distress; but thouc,h 
the operations of the missionaries were occasionally i~­
peded, and eventually those who were stationed at l\ladras 
and Cuddalore suffered considerably, l\lr. Swartz continu­
ed his usual labors and excursions. 

On the 8th of July he accompanied Mr. Pabricius, who 
had been for some time at Tninq11ebar, a few miles on his 
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return to l\ladrns, and on leaving him he directed his 
course into the interior, to visit sereral places iuhabited 
by some Christian families. He was attended by ~he as­
sistant, i\Iartin, and ll"hilc instructing the natirn converts, 
he took the opportunity of allaying the prejudices and 
fears of some of their unconverted neighbors, as to the 
education of the Hindoo children by the missionaries, and 
of conl'incing them that they coulcl 011ly be desirous of 
promoting their happiness. 

In this year a captain in the Dani~h na1•y arril'ecl as 
governor of Tranquebar, aucl shortly afterwarcls gave a 
pleasing proof of his sincere regarcl for religion, by re­
deeming a poor chilcl whom her mother, while a heathen, 
had sold as a dancing girl to a neighboring pagoda, but 
who haring subsequently embraced Christiauity, was anx­
ious to rescue her from that wretched slavery. The Da­
nish governor paid much more than had been gil"en for 
the child, sent her to the mission school, and defrayecl the 
expenses of her education. She was afterwards baptized, 
and in process of time married to a respectable natil'C 
Christian. 

On the 10th of October li;'.i5, Swartz wrote to professor 
Francke as folloll"s. 

"Bles~ed be the Goel and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the God of all true comolation, salvation and life, 
who n1ercifully and gloriously helpeth us in all trouble ! 
Ile is a Goel that clelighteth in our life, a God that hnm­
bleth that he may exalt us, that maketh us to feel our 
wretchedness that he may thoroughly sare us from it. l\Iy 
soul, magnify the Lorcl ! 

"The distress of the Christian congregation, and the 
insensibility of the heathen to the word- of God, often 
grie1·ously afllict my s0111, which is not yet experienced in 
the ways of truth. However, I stri1·e as well as I am en­
o.bled by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, to cast this burden 
upon him that is mighty to help, ancl 1lelights to how 
down to us in mercy, that we may not remain and sink in 
trouble. The words of Christ from Isaiah xlix. 4, often 
occur to my mind. 'Then I saicl, I hare labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nought and in l'ain ; yet 
surely my judgment is with the Lord, ancl my work with 
my God.' Ilut indeecl, the following Yerse ought to allay 
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all grief, and to bind the sorrowful heart to the ll'ord of 
the divine promise. The unwearied patience and mercy 
of God in working upon my oll'n soul aim greatly comforts 
me, when he sai1h within me, 'Tell it once more-go, 
announce it both to Christians and heathens; for thou 
thyself abo 11·ert sometime foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving clirnrs lusts and pleasures; and yet in that most 
corrupt condition deserl'ing wrath and death, a merciful 
God hath ll'rought in thee for Christ's sake, and waited 
for thy com·ersion, not a few, but many years-now learn 
thou also to wait patiently in hope. Now, my heart, mind, 
thoughts, desires, designs, and all my will be alto!fcther 
offered up 10 the will of my heavenly Father. Not my 
will, but thine be done! Yet, let thy kingdom come, in 
India also, lo myself and to others!' 

" As to outward circumstances, a gracious God hath 
paternally presened me, and amidst bodily weakness 
mightily supporled me. Let my God only gil'e 111e that 
which Paul was enabled cheerfully to say, 2 Cor. v. I, ' We 
know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissoll'ed, ll'e have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heal'ens ! ' 

"I shall wai1·e a particular account of the circumstances 
and concerns of the mi,sion, since the mo~t important 
points are contaiued in our common letter. I only 
mention my heartfelt joy on account of the 11onderfully 
kind providence of God, that he blessed us on the 1st 
of July last with a new fellow-laborer and brother, 1\Jr. 
Peter Dame, in whom the mind of Christ is so pleasingly 
conspicuous. As ll'e little expected this, it hath caused us 
the greater joy. In the Christm2s holidays he will, by the 
dil'ine blessing, delil'er a testi111on)· to Christ befiire the 
congregation. ,Now, may a gracious God grant that he 
may prore abundantly successful." 

It is observable, that the rPports and joint letters of the 
31st of December 175-:i, and :30th of June 1756, were 
signed by eight missionaries, the largest number ever 
residing at one time at Tranqnebar. 

In September, howel'er, l 7ii6, l\lr. Poltzenhagen, at 
the request of the Danish gol'ernment, accompanied the 
new colonists to the Nicobar Islands, both to act as their 
chaplain, and to promote the civilization and conversion of 
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the natire,. He collected much information, and began to 
converse in the lantruarre of the Islands, when a :;hort ill­
ness terminated hi,'\.ai':1able life 011 the 25th of ~orember 
following, in the flower of his age. His labors in the 
Portuguese congre'.l"ation and scho"I al Tranq11ebar fell to 
the share of .\lr. Sll'artz, till .\lr. Dame was qualified to 
undertake them, a11d in the mean time Swartz continued 
to officiate in Tamul. 

The French, in consPquence of the success of some 
of their military e111erprises in this aud the two following 
years, were 110w indul~in~ the hope of becomin~ masters 
of the greater put of India. This encouraged the Ro­
man Catholic priPsts to reproach and threaten the native 
Protestant co11\·erb, and e\·en stimulated them to some 
acts of open violence. In addition lo this source of un­
easiness, a di-p11te between the Danish government and 
the raj:,h of Ta11jore, led to an incursion into the Danish 
territory, in which the poor ChriHians suffered depreda­
tion, and the mi;sion church at Poreiar was considerably 
injured. The,;e adverse circumstances did not, however, 
pre\·ent the mi,sionaries from celebrating the !)th of July 
1756 as a jubileP, that being the anni\·ersary of the day, 
on which, fifty years before, the first Protestant preachers 
landed on the ~hores of India. 

The mis,irn1aries mention in their journal of this year, 
the interestin~ fact, that three )loh:unmed:ms were in the 
course of this year baptized at Vepery, and formed the 
first fruit:; of the con\·ersion to Prote,tant Christianity, of 
that class of the nati\·es 011 the coa,:t of Coromandel. 

The Tra11ri11ehar jnurn,I of r;.ji, notices a \·isit of 
l\lr. Kohlhoff to Seri11gharn, at the req11est of a sick Ger­
man officer, in the French sen-ice. While there, he had 
se\'eral opportunities of arldressin'.! the Ilrahmins within 
the great pa!?od:1, as well as at Trichinnpoly, theu gar­
risoned by the E11gli,h. He me11tio11s having obsen·ed 
at the lauer place the sin1ple method adopted by the 
nati\·es to convey immense stones to the top of the highest 
buildings without machinery; namely, hy throwin~ up a 
slopin~ mound of earth again,t the building, and forcing 
the stone up the inclined plane. From Trichinopoly 
l\lr. Kohlhoff proceeded to Tanjore, where he preached 
both to European and nati~e Chri,tian~, and was invited 
to a conference with one of the rajah's ministers, to whom 
he declared the truths of the Gospel. 
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Towards the close of this year a leller occurs from 
l\Ir. Swartz to a friend in Europe, of which the following 
is an interestin6 extr:ict. 

"In my ministr!rial functions, no l'ariation has taken 
place, except that I have been upwards of nine months 
in the late ~Jr. Poltzeuhagen's house, and ha1·e had the 
instruction of the Portuguese school and congregation. 
1'he Lord lay his blessing on it! This is certain, and 
I learn it daily, that neither is he that plauleth anything, 
neither he that watercth, but God that gil'eth the increase. 
He who altogether despairing of himself and his own 
strength, goes ont in all humility with prayer and suppli­
cation, seeks that which is lost, and then waits for the 
former and the latter raiu from the Lord, he receiveth 
blessing of God, and is presen·ed from much di~quictude. 
And although the blessing is not instantly 1•isible, yet God 
awakeneth the heart, and enableth us to say, 'At thy 
word I will let down the net. And when they had this 
done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes.' This 
text I rememher frequently, especially as it is that on 
which I preached my first sermon at the U1iiversity; and 
by means of which God has produced in me poverty of 
spirit, and at the same time a filial reliance on his word. 
May he teach it me more and more, and inculcate it by 
his Spirit l It was only yesterday, as l\lr. Dame and I 
were obserl'ing the obstinacy of the poor pagans, ll'e spoke 
on this subject, and exciLed each other to look off from 
ourselves tu God." 

Early in 1758, l\lessrs. Kohlho!T and Swartz set out on 
a visit to Negapatam, which is about twenty miles south 
of Tranqncbar. They proceeded by a circuitous route 
through the country, in order that they might have more 
frequent opportunities of addressing both Christians a11d 
unbelievers. In the e\·ening they repeated to some native 
Christians at the vill~ge where they rested, the sermon 
which had been preached that morning at the mission 
church, on the gospel for the day ; and rnry early the 
next morning they explained to them the Lorcl's Prayer, 
addr.essing at the same time some suitable instruction and 
admonition lo sercral Iloman Catholics ancl heathens who 
were present. At their 11ext station they lectured on the 
Creecl ; ancl here it may be observed, that their converts 
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being unil'ersally taught to repeat the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the worils of the 
institution of both the sacraments-a lecture on any of 
these subjects peculiarly fixes their attention. • At another 
choultry in which the missionaries found a party of l\lo­
hammedans, who readily acknowledged Jesus to be a 
prophet, they discoursed on his importauce as a i\ledialor, 
and on the inestimable work of redemption ; and drawing 
a parallel betll'ecu Christ and .riloharnmed, they pro,·ed 
the infinite superiority of the former, and urged the duty 
of an exclusive faith in him. 

At three o'clock on the following morning the assistant 
who accompanied them collected a small party of Chris­
tians, whom the missionaries instructed in the scriptural 
method of salvation, and with ll'hom, as was their con­
stant custom, they prayed. In this manner they pursued 
their journey. 

On the way, seeing a number of natil'cs passing them 
hastily, and inquiring the cause, they ll'Cre told that a 
Brahm in had drowned himself under the pre~,ure of pain; 
upon which they took occasion to point out the \\'retched 
condition of their guides, and exhorted thc111 to seek the 
grace and pence of God in their hearts, 1, hich would 
enable them patie111ly to endure calamities. Some of 
them insinuated that God had predestinatcd the Ilrahmin 
to his miserable en<l; but the missiouaries tcHified, that 
God was not the author of evil, hut was a lU\·cr of our 
temporal and eternal happiness. 

On their arriral at Negapatam, they paid their respects 
lo the Dutch go,·ernor, ancl were ho,pitalily receired by 
CilJC of the gentlemen of that sct1lc111cnl. During tke 
week that they continued there, the mi,sionaries were 
incessantly engaged in rnrious religious sen ices \lith the 
natil'e and European Christians. 

They preached in Tamul an<l Porlngnc~e, and more 
than once in their own language, lo aliout two hundred 
Germans of dilfcrent ranks, who were earne~th· JP.sirous 
of Christian instruction. They \·isited the L,znretto, 
where a number of lepers were supported at the expense 
of the Dutch East India Company, and ga\'e those un­
happy persons a suitable exhortation. Ou their return 
they had various con,·crsations with natives, one of whom 
observed with great simplicity, "We ha\·e books wherein 
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the solar and li111ar eclipses are accurately calculated, 
and according to those calculations the c\Cllts har:-~n. 
Now," said he, "as these pro\'e trnc, so we bclic\·c that 
other poi111s comained iu these books, which concern the 
divine laws a11d hea\·cnly things, arc true also." The 
missionaries replied by explaining- the diCTerc11ce between 
physical and religious truths, and pointed out the fallacy 
of arguing from the results of natural science, to the 
knowledge which can 011ly he derircd from dirn1e re\·ela­
tion. It uccd scarcely be added, that on many occasions 
they had to lament the inefficacy of their instructions, 
but on others they met with willing and attentive hearers; 
and in general the missionaries observed that their recep­
tion was more favorahle in places under Dutch authority 
than elsewhere, the official servants of that government 
being free from the prejudice commonly ente1tained 
against nati\'es profes"ing Christianity, and often even 
employi11g them i11 preference to others. 

In the cour~e of their vi,it to Ncgapatam, l\lessrs. 
Kohlhoff and Swartz rcmi11ded their European friends, 
that it was their duty to promote the kingdom of Christ; 
and that the higher the station in wl1ich God had place<l 
them, the more responsible they would he, if they neg­
lected lo acquit themsrlrcs of the .:ihligations incumbent 
on Christian rulers, to he nursing fathers of the church. 
'rhe go1·ernor assured them of his readiness to fa1·or the 
advancement of Christianity; and in proof of it, promised 
that as soou as their chaplaiu returned, he would begin to 
build a church for the use of the natire Christians-a 
promise which in less than a year afterwards, was faith­
fully fulfillccl, when a building for this purpose 11·a.s 
dedicated in the pre~ence of two of the Tranquehar mis­
sionaries. 

Not long afterwards, l\lr. Swartz made another excur­
sion into the interior of the country, accompa11iPd hy one 
of the native assi~tants, cl nring which, se\'eral Iliudoos 
of high caste listened to him with great attention, anti 
said on parting from him," You arc an univers,tl priest;" 
intimating, that he was worthy not only of being the 
religious instructor of Europeans, but of themselves also. 
\Vhile on this short tour, he experienced from many of 
the natives marked respect and kindness, one of them, 
in a place where he could purchase nothing, volunt:uily 
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bringing hot water and milk for his tea, and providing 
him and his attendants with a supper. 

The good effects of his and J\lr. Kohlhoff's visit to 
Negapatam, were soon so apparent in the awakening of a 
concern for religion in the minds of many of the German 
Protestants, that at their urgent request, after much de­
liberation and prayer, Swartz, accompanied by l\lr. Klein, 
another of his hrcthren, made a second journey to that 
station in the mouth of April following. They were met 
by the two natil'C catechists, and by sernral European 
gentlemen, and conducted to Negapatam. There they 
spent another week, preaching on the most important and 
impressive subjects, chiefly in German, but two or three 
times also in Portuguese and Tamul, to the nati1·e con-• 
1·erts. They admiuistered • the sacrament, distrilrntec' 
books and tracts of piety and del'otion, and departed, 
rejoicing at the evident proofs afforded by many of every 
class, of their cordial receptiou of the word of God. At 
the close of their farewell discourses, the Europeans pre­
sented the missionaries with a collectio11 for the poor at 
Tranquebar, amounting to upwards of thirty-two pagodas, 
great part of which was contributed by the Dutch 
soldiers. 

It had been cust,miary since the year I i-t I, after the 
arrival of J\lcssrs. Kohlhoff, Fabricius, and Zeglcr, when 
the country catechists and the teacbers in and uear 
Tranquebar assembled once a month to read the report 
of their proceedings, for one of the missionaries to give 
an exhortation on some text of Scripture, to stir them 
up to the faithful discharge of their important c!uties. 
Lectures in divinity 1,ere also given to the most able and 
intelligent among them, and an admonition to the poor 
on distributing the monthly alms. On his return from 
Negapatam, ~lr. Swartz addressed the catechiHs who had 
brought their reports, from I Cor. xv. JU, "Dy the grace 
of God I am what I am," from which ~triking example 
of the apostle, he represPnted to them humility as an 
essential and most important quality in el'ery Cliri,tian 
teacher, leading him to entertain the lowliest thoughts 
of himself, and at the same time to value and depend on 
the grace of God in Christ Jesus, above all things. 

This was a critical year to the Briti~h power in J ndia, 
and to the missions at Cuddalore and l\ladras. During 

7 
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the night of the 28th of April, the French landed a 
body of troops near Fort St. David, which, being joined 
by others from Pondicli<'rry, ravaged and plundered the 
neighuoriug toll'ns au<l villages in a most cruel manner. 
l\lany of the Roman Catholic Christians fled to their 
adjacent church 11ear the governor's garden-house, where 
they trusted that, as brethren in the faith with the French, 
they should be safe. Some one, however, amoug the 
invading party, having reported that these were the 
English Protestant mi,sionaries, and that it was their 
church, the poor Roman Catholics who had taken refuge 
in it were i11hurna11ly massacred, and the church rased 
to the foundation. Jn the mean time, the Protestant 
missionaries were by the good providence of God, safe 
within the walls of Cuddalore. It was remarkable, how­
ever, that a person at. Trauquebar, who was known to be 
connected with the French, when the news of their attack 
reached that place, expressed his conviction, that l\1 essrs. 
Kiernander and llutteman had heen put to death. 

On the 1st of l\Iay, the French troops approached 
Cuddalore, and the walls being very low and weak, it was 
apprehended that at the rising of the moon at midnight, 
they would storm the town. The alarm of the native 
inhabitants was in consequence extreme; and they came 
by hundreds to the missionaries, with their most valuable 
effects, with which they filled the mission houses. They 
were, however, spared the horrors of an assault, and early 
the next morning a French officer brought a summons to 
the garrison to surrender the place on capitulation. The 
English commander of the Fort soon afterwards kindly 
sent a note to the missionaries, a1hising them to accom­
pany his messenger to the enemy's camp, in order to 
request the French general to take them under his pro­
tection. This advice they thankfully adopted, and fol­
lowed the flag of truce by a circuitous route through the 
country, which had been laid waste in every direction 
by the French cavalry. At length they reached the 
choultry where the commander-in-chief, the unfortunate 
Count Lally,* had fixed his head-quarters. He immedi­
ately assure<I them that they had nothing to fear, and 
that he would afford them every protection. His own 

* See Orme's History, vol. ii.; and Mill's British India, vol. iii. 
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regiment being nearly all Irish, the officers spoke English, 
and Colonel Kennedy accompanied the missiouaries some 
distance on their return. 

Cuddalore lieing quite unequal to a defence against so 
considerable a force, and lieing entirely open towards the 
river, the governor of Fort St. David agreed to the pro­
posed capitulation, and the town was in consequence 
delivered up to the French. The captain of the grenadier 
company of the regiment Lorraine, which had taken pos­
session of the Porto Novo gate, received orders from his 
general to send a guard lo the missionaries lo protect their 
houses, and they expressed their gratitude uy affording 
refreshments both to the ollicers and soldiers. They 
discovered also, that the German captain, Daron Heide­
manu, whom J\Jr. Kohlhoff had visited at Seringham, had 
given orders lo his hussars to protect them.* 

As soon as the capitulation was signed, the mis~ionaries 
sent a messenger to their brethren at Trauquebar, inform­
ing them of their melancholy situation, and requesting 
some country boats for transporting the mission property, 
as it was supposed that all the inhabitauts would be 
required to take an oath of fidelity to the French govern­
ment, and it was no longer expedient lo remain at their 
present station. The uext day the English garrison 
marched out of Cuddalore, and some French ollicers took 
up their quarters at the mission houses. In the course 
of the day, Count Lally himself visited the missionaries 
and conversed with them in English, inquiring what 
countrymen they 1rnrc, whether Lutherans or Call"inists, 
,,herein their functions con,isted, and how far thry had 
succeeded in making conl'erls. He kindly gare them 
passport;;, and grautcd two country boats, which had 
arrived from Porto Nol'o with provi~ions for the French 
troops, to tran~porl their goods. With much dilliculty 
they contril'ed, amidst the confusion around them, to get 
their property on Lioard. The missionaries then assembled 
their liule Christian flock, and ~ueeling down, commended 
them to the Lord, praying that he would guide and pro­
tect them. 

l\lany Christians and other natives, with their families, 

* This pious officer, about two years afienrards, quitted the French 
11ervice, and retired lo lhe mission al Vepery, where he died in li61. 
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were allowed to accompany the missionaries on leaving 
Cuddalore. In the evening they arri1·ed at Porto Nol'O, 
where they were cordially received by the Dutch resident; 
and at noon the next day at Devi-Cottah, where the Eng­
lish ga1·e them a. most hospitable welcome. On the Sth 
they reached Tranquebar, where houses were assigned to 
them by their kind brethren : the nntive Christians were 
lodged for the present in the paper mill at Poreiar, and 
the Cuddalore children were received into the Tamul 
school. The two missionaries insisting on taking a share 
in the ]abors al Tranquebar, Mr. Kiernandcr assisted in 
the Portuguese, and l\lr. 11 utteman in the .l\Ialabar con­
gregations. 

The early departure of the missionaries and their con­
verts from Cuddalore, appears to ha1·e been highly provi­
dential; se1·ernl Jesuits from Pondichcrry, with a party of 
their followers, having arrived the next day, and on finding 
they had escaped, expressed their disappointment, as well 
as great displeasure against Count La.Hy for having granted 
them a safe dismissal. 

.i\lost of the native converts having left Cuddalore, some 
having retired to Tranquehar, anti others to Madras, .l\lr. 
Kicrnandcr perceived no immediate prospect of being 
able to return to his former station, and in consequence 
felt it to be his duty to engage in some new sphere of 
Iabor. After mature reflection and consultation with his 
brethren, it was resolved that he should endeavor to estab­
lish a mission in Oengal. For this purpose he proceeded 
to Calcutta in September, 1755; and notwithstanding 
many difficulties and discouragements, he labored there 
for some years with exemplary piety and diligence, and 
with considerable success. l\lr. Hutteman remained at 
Tra.nquehar till September I ,GO, when he returned and 
resumed his labors at Cuddalore, which had been retaken 
by the Oritish army. There, among other instances of 
the divine blessing upon his ministry, he was the instru­
ment of converting a Pnnuaram of I he highest caste, and of 
great respectability and learni11g, in T~njorc. The account 
of this distinguished conrnrt, written by himself, together 
with the remonstrance of his brethren of the college of 
Pandarams of which he had been a member, and his ener­
getic and truly Christian reply, arc contained in the re­
ports of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge 
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for the year 1765. By one of the biographers of Swartz, 
this conversion has been erroneously allribute<l to him, 
instead of his excellent frien<l l\lr. H ulteman, lo whom, 
under Goel, this honor is due. 

Notwithstanding the disturbed and critical stale of the 
surrounding country, the missionaries at Tranquebar, 
which, as belonging to a neutral stale, had suffered none 
of the calamities of war, celebrated, as they were accus­
tomed on the 31st of October, the anniversary of the Ger­
man Reformation, by singing hymns of praise to its dil'ine 
Author. 

On the::? I st of November in this year, die<l at Tranque­
bar, au aged woman, who was one of the first five converts 
to Christianity by Ziegenbalg and Plutscho, ha\·ing been 
baptized on the 121h of l\lay li07. She was born nnd 
educated a l\lohammedan, and was already of adult age 
when she became a Christian. Her life had been irre­
proachable, and she had regularly at1ended the public 
services of the mission. At her funeral, which was numer­
ously attended, a short address appropriate to the inter­
esting occasion, was delivered in the old mission church. 

The Frrnch army approached l\ladras i11 November, 
availing it,elf of the mon~oon, <luring which the English 
fleet co11lcl not remain 011 that station. The mi~sionaries 
at VPpery, l\lessrs. Fabricius nud ilreithaupt, obsened, in 
consequence, a day of penitence and prayer; hurnhly 
deprecating the approaching visitation, and imploring the 
divine prolectio11 in hehnlf of the English go\"ernment, 
and the army, the col111try, a11<l the mission. It was re­
markable and impressive, th:it even the youngest children 
in their schools, contrary to their usual custom, joined i11 
the amen at the conclu,ion of their prayer. 

On the 1>1h of December, the French began to invest 
Madras, to the disappointment of numbers who had in­
tended to retire, among whom were the missionaries, who 
had made e\·ery preparation for tran~porting lhemselve5 
and their property to P11licat. 'fhe French army being 
unprovided with artillery, no one anticipated so sudden an 
approach ; 'but lhe roads both to the south and the north 
being- occupied by the enemy, and the missionaries being 
unwilling to retreat into the Fort or While Town, with 
their numerous families, aged persons, women and chil­
dren, they had no other resource than, in the event of the 

7"' 
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English army retiring into the city, to endeavor to obtain 
the protection of the French general, Count Lally, as Mr. 
Fahricius had tlone in the year 1746, on the capture of 
l\Iadras by 1\l. Labourdonnais. They felt, however, that 
it would not become them to seek such protection from 
the French general before he had remlered himself master 
of the country. On the 12th the French army arll'anced, 
and after firing a few rounds the English retreated into 
the fort. Scarcely had this movement taken place, when 
the l\lohammedan irregular cavalry of the French army gal­
loped 01·er the plains; and listening to no representations of 
the missionaries, forced their way into their houses, and 
robbed and plundered them of every thing. At length 
they approached the church, in which great numbers of 
men, women, and children, had taken refuge. Here they 
compelled the native men to give up their clothes and 
turbans, and the women their necklaces and earrings. 
"Our gracious God, however," observe the missionaries, 
" without whose permission not a hair falls from our 
heads, mercifully preserved his servants, so that their 
persons were not touched, and, with the exception of 
being plundered, no one sustained the slightest injury." 
The native Christiaus fled across the river into Madras, 
to which Mr. Breithaupt and his family also escaped, 
while Mr. Fabricius, escorted by a friendly Roman Cath­
olic trooper whom he met among the plunderers, pro­
ceeded to the French camp. 

It was late in the evening before l\lr. Fabricius could 
obtain from Count Lally the desired protection. The 
French officers expressed their regret that he had not 
sooner applied for it, adding, that on such occasions, it 
was not in their power to restrain the excesses of the l\fo­
hammedan troops. The missionaries, however, humbly re­
signing themselves to the will of God, felt comparatively 
little for their own losses, but deeply lamented that the 
property of many persons, particularly that of some widows 
and orphans, which had been intrusted to their care, 
should have been thus plundered-a circumstance which 
led them afterwards to be cautious in becomihg such de­
positories, except in behalf of each other. 

As soon as Mr. Fabricius had obtained a soldier to 
protect him, he returned to Vepery, where he found every 
thing in the utmost confusion ; most of the mission furni-
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ture, their provisions, books, clothes, and utensils, had 
disappeared. Their manuscripts aud correspondence, 
though scattered in every direction, were happily pre­
served; and some of their more useful books \\'ere after­
wards discovered. Some benevolent friends at Fort St. 
George kindly sent i\lessrs. Fabricius and Breithaupt a 
present of money, li11en, and clothing ; and thus the 
pro1·ide11ce of God watched 01·er them and supplied their 
wants. 

Very early on the 14th of December, the French army 
defiled past the mission-house towar1ls the northern suburb 
of l\ladras, compelling two youths of the Christian con­
gregation to accompa11y them as guides. A strong de­
tach111ent from the fort here attacked the French, but the 
Euglish ll'ere repulsed ll'ith considerable loss. The French 
plundered the lllack Town, and commenced the siege 
of Fort St. George. To arni<l the difficulties and dangers 
attending such a scene, the missionaries, about Christ­
mas, together with many of their converts, left i\ladras, 
and proceeded to Pnlicat, where they were hospitably re­
ceil"Cd by the Dutch authorities. In the 111ca11 time, Count 
Lally urged the siege of i\ladras 11ith the feeble means 
which he possessed, and about the middle of February 1759, 
a breach havi11g been made in the walls, 11otwithstanding 
the utmost efforts of GO\·crnor Pigot and the English com­
mander, the vetera11 .l\lajor Lawrence, preparations were 
making for the as~ault; when, on the luth, the very day 
which had been fixed for the purpose, au English fleet 
unexpectedly arril·ed off ,\ladras, a111l in tll·o hours the 
French officer commanding- in the trenches receil'ed orders 
to abandon the siege. The next day the French army 
retreated from l\ladrns, and in the course of a few weeks, 
the missionaries returned to their peaceful and beneficent 
labors. The victory of Colonel Coote at Wandewas, and 
the su bsequeut capture of Pondicherry, defeated the last 
hopes of the French in that quarter, and cstablitihed the 
British ascendaucy iu the Carnatic. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Tranquillity of the Danish missionaries during the late hostilities in 
the Carnatic-Visit of Mr. Swartz to Ceylon-His various min­
isterial labors and his illness in that island-His reflections on 
this visit-Journey with Mr. Kohlhoff to Cuddalore and Madras 
-His religious views and feelings in a Jetter to a friend. 

W1111.E the operations of the missionaries at Cuddalore 
and !\ladras had been thus painfully interrupted and sus­
pended by the hostilities between the French and English, 
Mr. Swartz and his colleagues at 'l'ranquebar were pur­
suing their accustomed labors in compnrati1·e tranquillity, 
and affording, as we have seen, hospitality and comfort to 
many of their Christian brethren, both native and Euro­
pean. 

From an early period of the Danish mission, some cor• 
respondence had been carried on with the Dutch ministers 

. in Ceylon, whom the missionaries at Tranqucbar had 
occasionally supplied with copies of the holy Scriptures in 
Tamul, that language being ~poken in the north of the 
island. Early in the year 1700, some Christians at Co­
lomho and Jaffnapatnam having expressed an earnest 
desire for a visit from some of the Danish missionaries, for 
the purpose of ~piritual instruction and edification, Mr. 
Swartz determined to comply with their request, and on 
the 25th of April proceeded on his journey accompanied 
by two of his brethren. 

On landing on the island of Ceylon, l\Jr. Swartz was 
kindly received by the Dutch resident; and on the 30th 
of April he arrived at JalTnapatnam,* where Captain de 

• It is in the district of Jaffna, of which Jatrnapatnam is the chiof 
\own, that the American mission is situatcd.-A1n. Ed. 
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Dohren in1•ited him to be his guest. The two Dutch 
ministers, then residing there, were natirn Tamuls. After 
addressing the company's interpreter in the presence of 
many who were assembled, on the characteristics of a true 
Christian, he explained in the e1·ening to the two Dutch 
ministers, in their natirn language, the great de~ign of 
missions, the duties of missionaries, their behavior to\\'ards 
the heathen, and the best method of conducting schools. 
On the 2d of 1\lay, Swartz preached to a Christian con­
gregation from Luke xix. 10-" The Son of man is come 
to seek and to sa\'C that which was lost." And on the 
10th, from John xl'i. 5, on the Holy Spirit, a11d the 
grounds on which we may now hope to become partakers 
of that in<?stimable gift. 011 the 5th, he \'isited the hospi­
tal with the physician, and addressed both the sick and 
those in heahn, from the words of St. John i.~!), "Ilehol<l 
the Lamb of God which taketh awav the sin of the world." 
The next clay he set out for Culo1~bo to request permis­
sion of the gol'ernor to administer the holy sacrament at 
Jaffnapatnam. This tPdious journey occupied twell'e days, 
and he arri1·ed at Colomho on the 113th, just as dil'ino 
service was commencing. In the afternoon he was intro­
duced to the Gol'ernor Schreuder, who inquired into tho 
design of his 1·isit, and then 1·ery kindly g-i,ing him his 
advice how best lo proceed, opened a field of usefulness far 
more extensive than he had anticipated. The day following 
he cle1·otecl to a vi~it to the Dutch clergymen, conl'ersing 
with them on the state of the mission, and the exertions of 
the Dutch, in behalf of the heathen, in the island of 
Ceylon. On the 20th he cli11cd with the go1·ernor, to 
who111 he relatrd the mo,t important occurrences at the 
several mi,sionary station~, an,) the nctil'e opera1ions 
which were in pro21e,s, hoth among Christians a11cl hea­
then. From the '! I sl to the 20th he was engaged in 
prep1ring tho~e who intended to recei,·e the holy sacra­
me11t; but aho11t this ti111c he appears to h:ne been inter­
rup1ed in the midst of his pions labors by an illness \\'hich 
continued during a whole month, the hcnefic.ial dfect of 
which, upon Iris own minrl, he afterwards thankfully ac­
knowledges. 

On reco,·ering from this indisposition, on the 17th of 
July, the anniH•rsary of his arri\'al in India, ten years 
before, Swartz preached a sermon preparatory to the holy 
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communion, on Matthew iii. 2, in which he dwelt much 
on the nature of the motives to true repeulance. The 
next day, after a discourse on l Cor. xi. 28, in which he 
expatiated on the happy effects of worthily approaching 
the table of the Lord, the bread and cup of blessing were 
received by fonr hundred persons, many of whom aftcr­
wa1 ds acknowledged the poll'erful imprc~sion prodncP.d on 
their minds by their participation in that sacred ordi­
nance. 

On the following day 1\1 r. Swartz received an invitation 
to preach the word of God to the Christians at Point de 
Galle, lo which place he proceeded on the 22d, and 
arrived on the 21th. Several rnc>mbers of the congrega­
tions met him on the road with tears of joy. On the 2tith 
he commenced preparatory instructions for the holy sacra­
ment, which he continued till the 30th, when he preached 
on Luke xv., explaining the nature of trne conversion; 
and on the next day 011e hundred and twenty-six persons 
were adrnilled to the holy communion, after he had ex­
horted them, in many private conversations, to choose 
that narrow way which leadeth unto life eternal. 

On the 1st oJ August he left Point de Galic for Co­
lombo, where he again arrived on the 4th, after having 
administered the sacrament at Caltura. The road to the 
latter place, planted on both sides with cocoa trees, he 
described as particularly pleasant. Having now spent 
-nore than three months in Ceylon, Swartz commenced 
his return to Tranquebar. He embarked on board a 
l\1oorish vessel, much enjoying the fine view of Colombo 
from the sea, and commending its inhabitants to the 
divine mercy. Towards evening, having lost sight of 
land, the :Mohammedan seamen requested him to relate to 
them the history of Christ, with which he gladly com­
plied, calling their attention to the difference between the 
Christian and Mohammedan religion. They \l'ould not 
admit that l\Johammed was a false prophet, but behaved 
with great mildness and modesty. 

On the 29th of August he arrived at Jaffnapatnam, and 
after preaching from Matt. xxvi. 26, he administered the 
holy sacrament to thirty-niue persons. In the afternoon 
he addressed the sick at the hospital, on Lu kc xv. 2, "This 
man recei1•eth ~inners." lie visited the hospital again on 
the following day, and preached in the morning from 
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I Cor. xi. 23, when eleven persons recei\'ed the holy com­
munion. In the afternoon he selected for his text the 
words of the Psalmist, "Teach me to do thy will." Ps. 
cxliii. 10,-exhorting his hearers to make lbis one of their 
chief prayers to God. 

On the 5th of September, prior lo his departure, Mr. 
Swartz went to Point Perlro for the purpose of seeing the 
large tree, under which the celebrated Ilaldreus, who ac­
companied the Dutch expedition which took possession of 
Ceylon, in the se\"Cntcenth century, addressed his first 
discourse to the natives. Swartz com·ersed with some 
l\lalabar people whom he met on the spot, and preached 
the Gospel to them. On his return, he embarked on 
board his vessel, impressed with gratitude to God for the 
help which he had experiencccl in l'i,iting and addressing 
so many different congregations; and after a short and 
pleasant voyage, he arri1ed on the Uth of Sept., in the port 
of Negapatam, and concluded his journal of his visit to 
Ceylon in the following moclest terms. " With a humble 
heart I bless the name of the Lorcl for the grace, help, 
and protection, he has vouchsafed to me. J\lay he parclon, 
for Christ's sake, all my sins of omission and commission; 
and may a lasting blessing rest on all I have done and 
spoken in my infirmity, agreeably to his word ! A men." 

In a letter to his excellent friend Dr. Francke, dated 
Oct. IGth, li60, Swartz thus refers to his late voyage to 
Ceylon : 

"I was much troubled, and ernn somewhat impeded in 
the discharge of my cluty, by a dry cough in .la1111ary and 
February last, which alwa}·s greatly increa~ecl whcnerer I 
attempted to remain for any length or lime in the open air, 
during the prevalence of northerly winds; 011 which ac­
count an opportunity of undert.1king a 1·oyage to Ceylon 
was particularly welcome to me. When I reflect how 
God has condescended to humble and puri~y me by means 
of an illness wilh which I was Yisited at Colombo, I am 
constrained to praise him in silence. ' A II the paths of 
the Lord are mercy and truth,' e1·cn when it would seem 
as if he had visited us in anger, and contrary to the assur­
ance which his word contains. I hare reason 10 think 
that the seed of the word sown at Colombo, has been pro­
ductive, in some instances, of real and lasting good. The 
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commanding officer at Galle, a member of the Reformed 
Church, appeared much affected, and said to the Luther­
ans: ' I suppose you would be glad to receirn a similar 
visit once a year,' And on my taking leave, he thanked 
me most leelingly for the edification he had received, and 
begged me to come again. The word of God being so 
scarce in that island, I assure you that the divine service 
was conducted in a very solemn and edifying manuer. 
Indeed my inmost soul was moved by it." 

Early in 1761 some circumstances, communicated to 
Mr. Swartz by Mr. Hutteman, induced him, in conjunc­
tion with his friend l\lr. Kohlhoff, to undertake a journey 
northwards to Cuddalore and J\ladras. 

Near a river the two tra\·ellers met with a l\lohammedau 
chief, and some of his people enterer! into conversation 
with them. Mr. Swartz uhsen-ed, that all men were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, who should desire a 
better, even a heavenly country, which it was impo~~ible 
to reach by any works or merits of their own, but only by 
faith in Jesus Christ. They listened with great attention, 
and as often as the name of .Jesus was mentioned the 
chief added that of Messiah. On parting, he requested 
the friendship of the missionaries, and wished them pros­
perity. 

On the 30th of January, Mr. Swartz and his companion 
arrived at the mission-house in Cuddalore, admiring the 
goodness of God, by which the town was preserved during 
the tumults of the late war. Having stayed a day or two 
anJ preached there, they pursued their journey ; and near 
Pon<licherry a native Roman Catholic, with his wife, 
joined them, to whom they pointed out the happiness to 
be <lerived from the pure Gospel of Christ. At Pondi­
cherry they were kindly received by a French inhabitant, 
who related to them the great distress they had su!Tered 
during the late siege of that pbce. To a young Brahmin 
whom they met near l\lareikauam, carrying a bench on 
which tlie idol Ramen is usually placed, and who accom­
panied them as far as the river Kartiel, Swartz related the 
history of the creation, and fall of man, and the redemp­
tion by Jesus Chri8t, and testified against the deplorable 
practice of idol worship. 

On the eveuing of the 6th they reached Sadras, where 
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lhey were received in a l'ery friemlly manner by the Dutch 
commander of the Fort, and distributed some German 
tracts among the soldiers; and on the 8th they arrived at 
Vepery, from which their brethren had been compelled to 
retreat two years before. They vi~ited the various institu­
tions at this station, conversed with some l\Iohammedans, 
and exhorted the native Tamul Christians to walk worthy 
of the Gospel. Ou the 10th a conference of the mission­
ary brethren was held, al which the native assistants were 
present. On the 15th l\lr. Swartz preached in Tamul, 
from Luke xxii. 39-4G. IIe was detained at Vepery till 
the 10th of i\larch, by a contusion which he had received 
at Sadras, and which had brought on inOammation; but 
on the 18th he returned safely to Tranquebar, where he 
continued during the remainder of the year, acti1·ely en­
gaged in the ordinary labors of the mission. 

At the commencement of the year l7!i2, we find him 
in a letter from Tranquebar to a friend at Halle, giving 
the following pious and interesting sketch of his religious 
views and feelings. 

" ,vith re~pecl to my present circumstances, I feel con­
strained to bless God for the manifold mercies showered 
down in the past year upon me, the least of his servants, 
through Christ's atonement and intercession. He has 
supported me day by day in the most gracious manner; 
he has instructed and repro1·ed me by his Spirit; he has 
never left me without consolation-therefore rny soul cloth 
magnify the Lord, aud my spirit bath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. Indeed I have the greatest cause for gratitude; 
for the Lord has regarded the low estate of his servant. 
!\ly joy is not extrarngant, but calm and abiding, and my 
great aim is to know that I am the Lord's, through Christ, 
that I have found grace in his sight, that his peace rests 
upon me, that I can confidently approach him in prayer, 
and ha1·e a certain hope of eternal life ; so thnt even days 
of sickness cannot deprirn me of these consolations. 

".i\Iany of the Roman Catholics in this place acknow­
ledge the superior advantages which the pure Gospel has 
over the confused doctrines and traditions of men ; which, 
instead of relieving, only oppress the conscience. When 
I Yisit them in their houses they listen to me gladly, and 
I affectionately invite them to comince themselves of the 

8 
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full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfac­
tion, made by Christ for the sins of the whole world, as 
the foundation of their faith ; and that believing this, they 
may enjoy peace of conscience, and become partakers of 
the precious blessings obtained for them by his sufferings 
and death upon the cross. I point out to them what Jesus 
Christ himself has taught respecting the way which lead­
eth unto life, and how much the Romish Church has de­
viated from the pure doctrine of the Gospel. Father, let 
thy kingdom come l O send forth faithful laborers into 
thy harvest ! " 
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CHAPTER V. 

Enlarged sphere of Swartz's labors-Journey lo Tanjore and Trich­
inopoly-First proceedings in those cities-Introduction to the 
Nabob of Arcot-Com·ersations with natives near Trichinopoly­
Corumencement of Divine Service with the English garrison­
Contagious fever-Services of Swartz during the siege of ~lad urn 
-Ilis removal from Tranquebar, and establishment at Trichinop• 
oly I ns a Missionary of the Society for promoting Christian Knowl­
edge. 

V AR1ous and important as the scr\·ices of Swartz had 
already been, it must be evident that he possessed talents 
and acquirements which qualified him for a sphere of more 
extensive usefulness than the narrow limits of the Danish 
territory and its immediate neighborhood afforded. An 
opportunity for thns enlarging the sccue of his labors 
shortly afterwards occurred. 

Jn the month of l\lay, liG~, accompanied by another 
missionary, he went on foot to Tanjore and Trichinopoly, 
preaching both lo Christians and heathens. At Tanjore 
he was permitted to explain the doctrines of the Gospel, 
not only in the city, but el'en in the rajah's palace, where 
he took occasion, from questious which the oflicers of the 
court asked him concernin~ worldly a!fairs, lo turn the 
conversation to religious subjects. The rajah was present, 
and heard him, but was not 1·isible. 

At Trichinopoly, where he remained till July, he was 
treated with great kindness by the English ; and with the 
assistance of l\lajor Preston and l\lr. Newton,• a room 
was built for the purpose of dil'ine worship, and as a school 

* Brother to the learned Ilishop Newton. 
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for children. In September, on his return from Tanjore, 
he baptized several Hi11doo converts, a11d received some 
Roman Catholics into the co11gregation, after having pre­
viously instructed them in the Protestant faith. 

Though Tranquebar conti11ued for some time to be 
nominally the place of his residence, Trichinopoly and 
Tanjore began, from this period, to be the chiefohjects of 
his attention, as they were ultimately the principal sphere 
of his missionary labors. The former of these two cities 
contained, at this period, from twenty to thirty thousand 
inhabitants, several handsome mosques, and a palace and 
gardens of the nabob, and is celebrated for its stupendous 
rock of granite, rising within the fort to the height of four 
hundred a11d fifty feet, and commanding, from that emi­
nence, an extensirn \'iew of the surrounding country. In 
one direction, the island of Seringhnm, encircled by the 
diverging branches of the fertilizing Cavery, and conspic­
uous from its gigantic pyramids and rnst and venerated 
pagoda, forms a rich and magnifice11t object; while the 
whole scene is scarcely less memorable as the principal 
seat of the struggle between the French and English, 
which has been already advertecl to, for the empire of 
India, and the signal triumphs of llritish tale11ts and l'alor. 
Such was the spot which was about to be rPndered doubly 
interesting by the Christian ];ibors of Swartz. 

"On my return to Trichinopoly," he ohserl'es in his 
journal, "e;ir]y in the year 17(j;J, I found that the powder 
magazine had blown up. Among other Europe;ins who 
lost their lives on this occasion, were three 1·ery pious 
men, by whose society a11d conversation I had often been 
refreshed." \Vith reference to this calamitous event he 
addressed a small congregation of Germans from the ad­
monition of our Lord on the foll of the tower in Siloam, 
Luke xiii. 4, the number of those who perished having 
been in each case the same. "This el'ent," he adds, 
"produced a beneficial change in the ~cntiments and con­
duct of many of the inhabitants." l\Ir. Swartz mnde a 
collection in behalf of the children of those who had suf­
fered by this melnncholy catastrophe, which amouutcd to 
three hundred and thirty pagodas. This sum he applied 
to the establishment of an English orphan school, and the 
necessary books were obtained from l\Iaclras and Cal­
cutta. 
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In the same journal he mentions, that after preaching 
from Gal. iii. 23, on the different effects produced by the 
dispensation of the law and that of the Gospel, he admin­
istered the sacrament lo thirteen inclivicluals, among whom 
was a family which some months l:,efore had attached itself 
to his congregation from the Roman Catholic church, the 
members of which, as they increased in the kuowledge of 
divine truth, exerted themselves in communicating it to 
others of their acquaintance. During the following month 
he was engaged in preparing several 11ative conrerts for 
baptism, in teaching the children of Europeans lo read, 
and instructing them in the Christian religion. lie visited 
the sick in the ho~pilal, and cle1·oted his ernnings lo 
friendly conversation ll'ith heathens and Roman Catholics, 
who frequently collected round him in gre:1.l numl:,ers, lis­
tening with pleasure to his i11~tructi1Jn~. 

While he was one clay reading an English tract, on the 
fifteenth chapter of St. Luke, under a shady tree, an old 
Hindoo, who had ofteu eutreated him not to trouble him 
with his Christian tenets, approached him, in company 
with sereral others, and he!!ged to know what he was 
reading. l\Ir. Swarl7. told hun that it was a narratil'e 
of the truly paternal conduct of Goel towards us, and of 
our refusal to rcuder clue obedience to his kind and gentle 
government ; thus abusing his mercies, and bringing upon 
ourselves distress and misery. Notwithstanding this, there 
was, he said, a way opened by which we might return to 
our justly offended i\lakcr, a11cl become partakers of his 
grace and benediction. The old man being pleased with 
this parable, Swartz proceeded to relate to him that of the 
sower, telling him why the ,Peel clicl not e1·ery where oring 
forth good fruit. He comprehenclecl this :ilso perfectly, 
and asked whether Goel is uot omuipresent. "Yes," he 
replied; "he sees el'ery thing that passes on earth, whether 
it be good or evil; but his 011111iprese11ce is formiclaole to 
the wicked." The lliudoo said, " In my heart, iuwardly, 
I worship Goel." " If that is the case," rejoined l\lr. 
Swartz, "your outward co111l11ct 11111st pro,·e the re\·erenee 
which JOU profess to entertain in your heart towards the 
Almighty. What would }'Oil think of a man, who re­
proached ancl e1·en struck JOU, while he pretended that he 
had cordial love for you in his l!eart 1" The rlincloo con­
fessed that he could not value such lorn. " Neither," he 

S* 
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concluded "can God accept the homage which )'OU pro• 
fess to feel inwardly for him, while in your words aud con­
duct you deny and dishonor hi111." 

It was during this visit to Trichinopoly, that l\lr. Swartz 
became known to i\lohammed Ali, nabob of the Carnatic. 
lie was walking in his highness's garden, \rhen the Mo­
hammedan prince himself happened to enter it, and sitting 
clown near a piece of water, he desired him to approach, 
and offered him some refreshment, which, howerer, he 
declined. A few <lays aftenrar<ls, 011 seeing him again, 
tlie nabob accosted and comerse<l ll'ith hilll in a i-ery 
friendly manner. llis chief minister always bcha1·c<l ll'ith 
much kindness to the missionary, and often said, " You 
have no regard for me ; for JOU seh.!om come to my 
house." !\Jr. Swartz had 111uch conrersation with this 
l\lohamrne<lan; but when he found himself closely pressed, 
an<l appeared much affecte<l, he always broke off the risit 
abruptly. 

011 the 4th of !\lay, in thic; year, I\Ir. Swartz went to 
Caroor, tll'eh·e miles west from 'I'richinopoly, for the pur­
pose of instructing some lliu<loos of high rank in the 
Christia11 religion. "They listene<l," he obser\'es, "1riLh 
great attention to all that I tol<l them of the supre111e ex­
cellence of the true God, an<l of the re<lemption of man­
kin<l from their fallen state, by his Son Jesus Christ. The 
next day I assembled a number of the nati\'es uuder a 
trne and explaiue<l to them the Christian <loctrine. They 
felt how rain and irr,itional it was to worship their numer­
ous deities, aucl fully approred the doctrine of one Goel, 
the Creator of heaven and earth. I also \'i~ited a Brah­
min, who was considered the richest inhabitant of the 
place, who allowed me, without interrnption, to expo~e 
the folly of idolatry, and then said, ' I also ll'orship God.' 
\Ve \,·ere interrupted by the arrirnl of a llindoo who fell 
on his face before him. The Brahrnin took some ashes, 
which he spread over the poor man. I told him how 
wrong he acted in accepting honors which 1vere due to 
God ulone. Enraged at this reproof, he exclaimed,' Prol'e 
th.it there is only one God.' This I did by directing his 
attenlion to the great works of creation. Ile di~missecl 
me by saying, ' Iii the same way that we how before the 
body of a man, and yet mean to pay re~pect to his ~oul, 
we bow before images, and intend to 1rorship God '-a 
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plausible excuse which has been urged i11 fa1·or of idolatry 
in all ages, but which is at once derogatory from the 
majesty of the Supreme .Being, and destructire of all true 
and acceptable worship. 

" Among the Europeans at this place, there \\'ere rnme," 
says Mr. Swartz, "who were very desirous of instructio11; 
I therefore solicited the commanding officPr to allow 
prayers and a sermon to be read to the soldiers erery 
Sunday. To this he willin;rly co11se11te<l, requesting me 
to make a beginning. I gladly complied, and he puulicly 
repeated his promise, that he ll'ould ha1·e dirine serrice 
regularly performed." lie was eride11tly an admirer of line 
natural scenery, and obserres of that part of the country, 
and particularly near the ri1·er, that it was rich and beau­
tiful, e1·ery where 1rell ll'atered, eren as the garden of the 
Lord. The neighhoring hilb afforded a delightful pro,pect, 
and most of their summits were surmounted hy a pagocfa. 

On his return to Trichinopoly 011 tlie 15th, he met a 
Roman Catholic monk clothed i11 a yellow habit, similar 
to those ll'orn by the Pagan prie,ls, attended by a man 
who carried his golden f:rn, as ll'Cll as hy a drummer and 
fifer. He hacl a long con1·ersatio11 ll'ith him on the cloc• 
trines of Chri,tianity, to which the Roman Catholic as­
sented, but paid 110 further regard to his obserrations. 

In the cour,e of this month an infectious fc1·er carried 
off many people, but S\\'artz was mercifully preserred. 
The Hindoos employed idolatrous incantations for the 
cure of the sick; but he earnestly admonished them to 
apply for help to that omnipotent llcing, ll'ho i~ alone able 
to dclirnr, and who desi6ned, he said, Liy such di,pensa­
tions, to draw them to himself. 

The only notice which occurs of his proceedings du1 ing 
the interval which elapsed from this period to the time of 
his remol'al from Tranquebar, i~ in the RC'port of the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge for the }Car 
1i6G. In au extract from a letter of .:llr. llutteman it is 
stated, that i\Ir. Swartz "had been of infinite fervice to 
the English army <luring the bloody ,iege of l\Iadura." 
The event thu~ referred to, was occasioned by the attempt 
of the unfortunate l\Iohammed Issoof to establish his inde­
pendence in that district.* lie had been in the Company's 

• Mill's India, 'l"'Ol. iii. p, 3-U. 
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service as commandant of the English Sepoys at Trichi­
nopoly, ancl had been vigorously employed, from the relief 
of .l\ladras to the fall of Pondicherry, in reducing the re­
fractory Polygars, ancl other local chiefs in the south of the 
peninsula. Having proposed to become responsible for 
the revenue of that part of the country, which, not being 
as yet in a state of tranquillity ancl order, was iu reality 
unproductire, and failing in the payment of the stipulated 
sum, the nabob of the Carnatic and the Madras gorernment 
proceeded to enforce their claims; and for this purpose, 
in the month of August li(i3, a combined army of native;; 
and British troops marched to Madura. Mohammed Issoof 
endeavored by negotiation, and by the intluence of his 
friends among the English, lo ward off the blow; but 
finding these efforts unavailing, he resolred on hazarding 
a. struggle in his own defence. Brave and enterprising 
as he was, his subjugation was. by no means easy. He 
successfully resisted ~ercral assaults on the fort, in one of 
which Major Preston, the commander of the English 
troops, whom Mohammed had intimately known, and who 
had assisted Swartz on his first visit to 'frichinopoly,* un­
happily fell in the breach. After honorably restoring the 
deacl body of his former military friend to the British 
camp, aud baffiing all the efforts of the besieging army till 
the month of October I iG4, l\lohammed lssoof was betrayed 
by one of his own people into the hauds of his enemies, 
and l\Iadura surrenclered to the combined forces.t 

It was (luring this destructive siege that Swartz is re­
ported to have been signally useful to the English army. 
The precise nature of his serrices is not stated ; but 
judging from his subsequent concluct, it is probable that 
they were not confi11ed to his pious attendaucc on the sick 
and \\'Ounded, but exteude(I to 80me substantial bc>nefit~, 
which his growing influence among the 11atires might 
have enabled him to render in facilitating the snpplies of 
the army in a desolated country during a long aud pro­
tracted contr.~t. 

It was in the year I ifi(i, that the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, anxious to extend their intlnence in 

• Sec p. 87. 
t An Am<'rican Mission was commC'nced at Madura in tlw sum­

mer of 18'.~l, by missionaries detached for that purpose from the 
Ceylon l\lission.-.'/111. Ed. 
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India, resolved, in consequence of represenlatious from 
'franquebar, on establishing a mission at Trichinopoly. 
The freqne11t l'isits of Swartz to that city, and the farnr­
able manner in which his. tabors had been received, 
encouraged the proposal of a settlement there, and, inde­
pendently of his eminent qualifications for usefulness, 
evidently pointed him out as the most eligible person to 
be placed in that important station. Deeply as his breth­
ren at Tranquchar regrelted the removal of so able and 
excellent a colleague, they readily acquiesced in this 
arrangement, which was also sanctioned by the approba­
tion of the Royal l\lission College at Copenhagen. He 
accordingly quitted Tranquebar, and fixed his residence 
at Trichinopoly. Towards the close of the same year, 
the Re\·. Christian William Gerickc, who had been re­
commended to the Society by professor Francke, and who 
afterwards proved so faithful a_ud zealous a fellow-lahorer, 
arrived in India as an associate with l\lr. Ilutteman at 
Cuddalore. 

An early communication from Swartz to the ,·enerable 
Society with which he was connected, acknowledges "the 
goodness of God to the poor Ilindoos in directing their 
hearts to establish a mission at Trichinopoly ," and ex­
presses "his particular obligations to them for choosing 
him as their missionary; the duty of which office he hum­
bly hoped God would enable him to perform, to the honor 
of his holy name." How fully aud delightfully this pious 
hope was realized, will appear in the sequel of these l\Je. 
moirs. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Skclch of Swartz and his early proceedings o.l Trichinopoly, by lhe 
late W. Chambers, Esq.-Ile lmilds a church at that place-Mis­
sion-house and schools at Trichinopoly-"\Var between Hyder Ali 
and the great powers of Southern India-Swartz visits his brethren 
at Tranquebar-Incidents on his journey-His visits to the sick 
and wouucled al Trichinonoly-Conversations-Lellers lo friends 
in Europe-l":Hate of 'ianjore a.tu,~, penoa-Tln, hupc uf Swartz 
as lo the diffusion of Christianity-Conclusion of his journal for 
the year 17Li8. 

Qp the settlement and early labors of Swartz at 'frichi­
nopoly, as well as of his talents, disposition, and character, 
a most inte1esting and authentic account is contained in 
the following extracts from a letter to a friend by the late 
William Chambers, Esq., brother of Sir Robert Chambers, 
formerly chief justice of Bengal. Mr. Chambers was not 
in the service of the East India Company, but engaged in 
commercial pursuits, first at l\1adras, and afterwards in 
Bengal, ancl was eminently distinguished by his talents 
and acquire111ents, particularly as an Oriental scholar, as 
well as for the superior excellence of his moral and relig­
ious character. He was for some years a corresponding 
member of the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, 
and took a lil'cly interest in the propagation of Christianity 
in India, of which his translation of the greater part of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew into Persian, and the share which 
he took in the establishment of the mission church at 
Calcutta, were valuable ancl important proofs. 

'l'he letter from which the following extracts are given, 
appears to have been written towards the close of l\lr. 
Chambers' life, and to have been intended to comprise a 
more extcnsirc account of l\Ir. Swartz's character and 
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labors. It is, unhappily, only a fragment, and was pro­
bably inierrupted by the premature death, which depril'ed 
his family and the extensive circle in which he moved, of 
this distinguished and excellent person. Short, however, 
as it is, it will be found highly ,·aluable and interesting, 
particularly as containing a most graphic description of 
the person, habits, and manners of Swartz, 1.,y one who 
enjoyed during many years the high pri,·ilege of his inti­
mate friendship, and who was well qualified to appreciate 
the peculiar excellencies of his character. Mr. Chambers' 
letter, which is in his own hand-writing, without any 
mention of place or date, and evidently rough and unfin­
ished, commences as follows;-

" As you wish me to gi1·e you some account of l\lr. 
Swartz and his ernngelical labors on the coast of Coro­
mandel, I sit down to satisfy you, though with a deep 
conviction of my own u11fitness to clo justice to such a 
subject. 

" In the year Ii 67 I made a journey from l\l ad ras to 
Trichinopoly, where l\Ir. Swartz then residecl, which 
first introduced me to his acquaintance. I undertook that 
journey for the purpose of attaining the :\lalnbar (Tamul) 
and Persian tongues ; and as he was a master of the 
former, and was studying the latter of these languages, I 
was naturally de~irous to contract an intimacy with him 
during my stay there, which lasted about two years. In 
that period, howel'er, it must be confessed I had more 
opportunities of ,·iewing the evidence of his character than 
the detail of his work; for being myself engrossc1l at one 
time by a long series of ill health, anc! at others hy a 
course of arduous study, it is not to be snppo,ed that I 
could have such riews of his snccess as a clerical charac­
ter might have had who had accompanied him in his lahors 
and excursions. I must abo add, that as the study of the 
l\lalahar to11 6ne was to me a subordinate pursuit, my pro­
ficiency in that language was not, dnring my stay at 
Trichinopoly, such as might enable me to conrerFe 
largely with those people, so as to judge of their sincerity 
in the faith which they professed. 

"Having premised thus much to show the disad1·n11tages 
under which I write, I proceed to state to you all that my 
memory presents to me, of what I then learnt and was 
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witness to, and this I shall endeavor to do ll'ith plainness 
and simplicity. 

"I had often heard mention of l\Jr. Sll'artz before I 
went thither, as a man of great zeal and piety, and of 
considerable attainments in the languages of the country; 
but as these accounts were in general girnn me by those 
who viewed the excellence of a religious character through 
the medium of popular prejudice, my ideas of him were 
very imperfect; and as I myself had then scarcely any 
better rule of judging, a preconceived notion of great 
strictness and austerity had mixed itself with every thing 
I had heard in his praise. The first sight of him, how­
evf!r, made a complete revolution in my mind as to this 
point. His garb, inrleed, which was pretty well worn, 
seemed foreign and old-fashioned ; but in every other 
respect his appearance was the reverse of all that could 
be called forbidding or morose. Figure to yourself a 
stout well-made man, somewhat above the middle size, 
erect in his carriage and address, with a complexion 
rather dark, though healthy, black curled hair, and a 
manly engaging countenance expressive of unaffected can­
dor, ingenuousness, and benevolence; and you will have 
an idea of what l\Ir. Swartz appeared to be at first sight. 
During the intimacy which I had afterwards the happi­
ness to contract with him, I learnt the following particu­
lars of his past history." 

Here !Ur. Chambers briefly details the nccount which 
has been already more fully given of the birth and educa­
tion of Swartz, of his employment as a tutor in the 
orphan house nt Halle, and of his proposal to become a 
missionary; of the interesting deliberation of his father 
upon this important subject, his consent to the plan, and 
the departure of his son to England for the purpose of 
embarking for the East Indies. Mr. Chambers then 
proceeds as follows. 

" His first residence in India was nt the Danish mission 
at Tranquebar, where he was initiated into the Tamul 
(improperly called the l\Ialabar) language, which is the 
vernacular tongue of almost all the countries that are 
governed by the nabob of Arent. As this is the language 
of an ancient, weahhy, and sagacious people, who have 
cultivated their own learning assiduoul'ly, and have aboun­
ded in the arts of life from a remote antiquity, it is of 
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course of great extent, and its pronunciation is at the 
same time exceedingly difficulL to Europeans. i\Ir. Swartz 
deeming it necessary, in order to converse ll'ith arl\'antage 
with the,;c people, to Lie well acquainted with their system 
of theology, II' hatever it was, spent five years, after he 
had attained some proficiency in their language, in read­
ing their mythological books only. llard and irk,ome as 
this tn~k must have been to a derout mind, he has reaper! 
this benefit from it, that he can at any time command 
the altention of the Maia bars by allusions_ to their farnrite 
books and histories, which he nercr fails to make sub­
serrient to the truth. He also learn"t at Tranquebnr the 
Portuguese tongue, particularly that di,dect of it which is 
used by the Portuguese who arc nati1·es of India. The 
missionaries ha1·e found great numbers of these, in erery 
place at which they hare settled, ready to embrace the 
Protestant faith, or who haring already embraced it, or 
been brought up in it as serrants to Protestant masters, 
were in need of instruction and of pastors. Willing, 
therefore, to seek souls whererer they were to be found, 
they ha1·e all 1·oluntarily added the stndy of Portuguese 
to that of l\lalabar, and preach and instruct in that lan­
guage also. 

" ;\Jr. Swartz, holl'crer, while engaged in these pursuits 
at Tranquehar, found his prorince there somewhat con­
fined, and therefore sought and obtained permission to go 
and establish an English mission at Trichinopoly, where 
the Gospel had not hitherto been preached, at least not 
for a continuance. He was there happy in a correspon­
dence and frequent intercourse with another young mis­
sionary named Dame, who was settled at Tanjore, and 
was as fcnent and zealous as hirmelf. The same spirit 
and the same pursuit ~oon dre1\'. them into the strictest 
bond of Christian friendship-the sublimest of all earthly 
affections. Their prayers, their labors, and their souls, 
were nnited in the same glorious and never-dying cause, 
ror which they had both resigne<l nil temporal prospects. 
But ;\I r. Swartz did not long enjoy this source of comfort; 
fiir beinir called once suddenly to see his friend, he has­
tened to Tanjore, and found him dead. 

"At Trichinopoly he had much to do with \'ery narrow 
means. His whole income was ten pagodas per month, 
or about 481. per annum ; and he had no other fund for 

!) 
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making a new establishment. I must here, however, 
observe, that though, computing at the usual rate of 
exchange, one hundred and twenty pagodas must be 
allowed to be equi1•alent to 4Sl., yet if we estimate it 
according to the effective value of money in India and 
in England, it will not be equal to lrnlf that sum. I mean, 
that a European may lirn much better in England on 24/. 
per annum than he could in India for one hundred and 
twenty pagodas. Let us sec, then, how he managed with 
lhis income. He obtained of the commanding officer, 
who perhaps, was ordered to furnish him ll'ith quarters, 
a room in an old Gentoo building which was just large 
enough to hold his bed and himself, and in which few 
men could stand upright. With this apartment he was 
contented. A dish of rice and l'egetables dressed after 
the manner of the natives was what he could always sit 
cheerfully down to; and a pi<'ce of dimity dyed black, and 
other materials of the same homely sort, sufficed him for 
an annual supply of clothing. Thus easily provi,IC'd as 
to temporalities, his only care was to 'do the work of an 
evangelist.' lie preached to the nati1•es incessantly, both 
in the town and in the villages around, and was not )o!lg 
without a congregation of converted Ilindoos; and among 
them three or four who were capable of instructing others, 
whom he therefore entertained as catechists antl con­
trived to maintain out of his li11le income. 

" But these were not his only labors at Trichinopoly. 
He found there a large English garrison wi1hout a chap­
lain ; to these, also, he sought to be of service by every 
means in his power. The kindness of his heart and the 
unaffected simplicity of his manners soon procurrd him 
a civil rec<'ption among them, and he improl'ed this iuto 
an opportunity of gaining a knowledge of the English 
language, with which he was unacquainted at his lirst 
coming. After he had made, howel'er, but a small pro­
ficiency in English, he 1111rlcrtook to reacl the service to 
the garrison on Sundays, aud he at the ~ame time read 
them sermons from tl10~e of our English divines in whose 
writin~s he <liscovcrcd an evangelical spirit. Ilut since 
he has attaine<l a more perfect acquaintance with our 
language, he has procee<lecl to preach extempore, which 
I am told he still continues, and is enabled lo command 
the utmost attenlion in his auditory. 
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"It is, indeed, astonishing, if we consider the manners 
of our troops in India, how he has been able to persuade 
whole rrarri,ons. At firsl he prevailed upon Lhem to meet 
in a la~ge apartment iu an olcl Gentoo building; but in 
time the garrison resolved lo subscribe to erect themselves 
a church; and the money which would hare been Lhought 
by contractors a l'cry inadequate sum for a public build­
ing, was so well husbanded, a11cl the materials ancl work, 
in consequence of i\lr. Sll'artz's knowledge of the country 
and its language, were procured so exceedingly cheap, 
that a 1·ery ha11dso111e, lofty, and roomy structure was 
raised 0111 of it." 

llere, it is much to be regretted, l\lr. Chambers' able 
and interesting ~ketch abruptly termi11atcs. \Yriting,_ as 
it is probable, many years after the early period winch 
alone it comprise'~, duri116 which a co11sta11t epistolary 
correspondence was maintained by these tll'o excellent 
meu, of which consiuerahle extracts ll'ill hereaf1er be 
giren, harl he been permitted to co111plete his intention, 
a more exte11~i1·e memoir \l'ould nearly hare been super­
seded. Brief, ho1re1er, as the precedi11g fragme11t is, it 
contains a rno~t faithful and aui;;,~::::! 8!!!!!!!~ of Swartz's 
character a11d hbors, aud recog11izes tho,e scriptural and 
sublime principles, and that simple, disiuterested, and 
energetic derntion to the great work in which he had 
engaged, which so eminently and 1111iformly di,tirwuished 
him throughout his long and holy career. The 1iicture 
which l\lr. Chambers has so unaffectedly, }'et ~o power­
fully, dr:11rn of his 1·enrra1ed friend at the commencement 
of his 8ettlcme11t at Trichi11opoly, ~11b~ta111ially re,embles 
him during el'ery subsequent period of his life. No man 
ernr maintained a more 11n1·aryin)! and consi"tcnt course. 
"Qnalis ah i11cepto proces,erit,"-may he justly said to 
describe !!is entire care~r ; ancl the portrait so happily 
sketched III the preced111g letter, 11eed, only 10 be ex­
hibited in detail, a1ul upon a large scale, to present a 
perfect model of the Chri~tian mi~sionary. 

The church which l\lr. Chambers mentions as orirri­
nating iu the pious zeal of Swartz and Lhe liberal co

0
n­

tributions of the English garrison al Trichinopoly, is said 
to be capable of holding from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand persons. Its erection was con~iderably promoted 
by the patronage and assistance of Colonel Wood, at that 
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time commandant of the fort, and deserrndly held in high 
estimation for his military talents. With this distinguished 
officer he lived in hahits of intimate acq11ainta11ce, and 
dined fre1]ue11tly al hi,; t<1.hle; when afler conl'er~i11cr with 
his family ahout half an hour, with that crood sen:e and 
cheerfulness which were natural to him~he was accus­
tomed to retire to his mm apartment. lloth Colonel and 
l\Irs. Wood appear to hal'e deril'ed cs,eutial benefit from 
his ministry ; and this formed the foundation or that 
Christian frie1H(,hip, of which some intere,;ti11g proofa will 
hereafter he aflonlecl. 

Adjoining the church, Swartz bnilt a rnis,;ion house, 
consisting of a hall and tll'o rooms, with suitable ollices, 
and subsequently an English and a Tanrnl school. In 
completing these useful and charitable works he expendeil 
the salary of 100/. per an11um, ll'hich the gol'ernnient of 
l\ladras, without any solicitation 011 his part, had granted 
him as chaplain to the garrison; after which he expressed 
his intention, with the approbation ol"the society in whose 
service he was engaged, to apply one half of that sum to 
his own use, and the other to that of his congregation. 

lmpommt as he foit this station to be, the pressure upon 
the Danish mission in consequence of the lo~s of tll'o of 
the elder brethren, led him to intimate to his former 
friends in Denmark, his wish to return to Tran1Jnebar. 
This being communicated by the Royal l\lission College 
at Copenhagen to the Society for promoting Chrislian 
Knowledge, while they strongly urged his continuance 
at Trichinopoly, especially as prnfcs$or Francke had just 
informed them of t\\'o other ca11didates for the Tranqnebar 
mission, the determi11ation of the !]Uestion was wisely 
referred hy the rnciety to the discretion of l\1 r. Swartz 
himself, who, in clue time, happily anno1111c<>d his inten­
tion of remaining as their mi~sionnry at Trichinopoly. 

The peace ll'hich had now sub~i~ted for some years in 
the south of the Peninsula, Wa$, in I iG7, di,tnrbed by 
the ambitious designs of the celebrated Ilyder Ali. This 
extraordinary man, partly hy hi~ boldness and military 
talents, and partly by stratagem am! intrigue, had raised 
himself from an obscure and private station, to the so1·e­
reignty of l\lysore, and was evidently aiming at a more 
exteusil'e dominion. His rapid progress at length alnrmed 
the great powers of Southern Judia; and an alliance was 
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formed between the l\Iahrattas, and Nizam Ali, Suhahdar 
of the Deccan, at whose disposal the English agreed lo 
place an auxiliary force, to chP.ck the farther advance of 
the Mysorean chief. The contest was carried on with the 
fluctuating policy and varying fortunes incident to Indian 
warfare. During the P.arly part of it, Swartz's friend, 
Colonel Wood, distinguished himself by successfully re­
pelling Hyder with a small body of troops againot a very 
superior force, at the fort of i\Iulwaggle, though he was 
at a subsequent period unable lo maintain his ground 
against that active and enterprising enemy. In the course 
of the two years during which the war continued, many 
opportunities were afforded to the pious missionary of ex­
ercising his Christian benevolence in atte11ding the sick 
and wounded from the E11glish camp, near T~ichinopoly, 
some interesting notices of which occur in the following 
extracts from his journal for I iuS. 

Early in that year he left Trichinopoly, on a Yisit to his 
brethren at Tranqnebar, taking the opportunity, pursuant 
to his constant custom, of instructing and admonishing 
the little congregations of Christians, as \H'II as of ad­
dressing the unconverted natives, in the different towns 
and villages through which he passed. Parties of the 
latter, on a pilgrimage to Parhani, were exhorted to 
forsake such vain and unprofitable toils; to others, fol­
lowing with apparent indifference, in funeral processions, 
he pointed out sin as the canse of death, reminded them 
of their own mortality, and urged them to embrace the 
true doctrine of life and immortality, through the only 
Redeemer. 

At Ammal-Savadi he describes a noble choultry built 
by the queen, which comprised beautiful upper apartments, 
with Yerandahs, spacious garden~, an a\·e11ue and grove, 
cool during the heat of noon, and a row of houses nearly 
a mile Ion~, for the residence of a hundred Ilrahmins, 
who wern daily fed i11 this splcndicl establishment, in the 
midst of which a new pagoda had bec11 erected. Ilere he 
announced to the assembled multitude, among whom were 
a number of young Ilrahmins, tloc mnje~ty of the true 
God, and of the only Mediator between God nnd men. 
While expounding the parable of the prodigal son, a 
Brahm in applied it to himself-" 0," said the pious mis­
sionary, " that they would arise, and go to their Father!" 

u• 
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Towards the el'ening of the fourth day or his departure 
from Trichinopoly, he reached Tranquebar, and fo1111<l all 
his brethren \\'ell. Here he remained ten <la}'S, which he 
spent in preaching to the three congregations, German, 
Tamul, and Portuguese, in paternal coufcrences, and in 
visiting various Christian hrcthren. 

011 returning to Trichinopoly he noticed near K11ttalam, 
a magnificent banian tree, the girth of which 111easu1ed 
sel'cnty paces, ancl the widely spreading branches of which 
afforded a delicious shade. Here he \'isited the merchants 
at their booths, and discoursed to them on God, the su­
preme Being, on the fall, the Redeemer of men, a11d the 
way of salvation. They replied, "IL is so written, but 
who can live thus? Who is able thus to eradicate his 
desires? \Ve have it al,o on the p:11111 leal'es, but it is 
impossible to keep it." To this pla11sililc and cutnlllon 
objection, el'!'II ;unon~ professed Christi.ms, Swarlz an­
swered by pointi11g out the source from which ~trength 
may be dcrired. 

At Combaconum where, he obserrcs, there arc abol'e 
two hundred pagodas, the people were preparing for the 
monthly feu,t before tbe great temple." His spirit was 
11111ch moved on beholding their idohtry, and he earnestly 
appealed to them on the sin and folly of a superstition by 
which they could not but ackrmwlcdge that they were 
neither enlightened, strengthened, nor comriirtcrl. fn this 
place, he says, "\Ve talked ourselves quite \\'Cary with 
various heathen. When the catechist," Sa::dtinaicken, 
"read to them our Lord's warning against 'false prophets,' 
and said something in explanation, a Brahmin declared 
before all present, 'It is the lust of the eyes and of pleas­
ure that prevents us from embracing the lruth.' l\Iany 
bore testimo11y that this was true." Upon this honest, hut 
humiliating: confecsion, Swartz justly obHen·es, "St. Paul 
enumerates idolatry among ' the workH of the llesh,' and 
corrupt nature 1loei=: indeed deril'c support from it in more 
ways than one. If it were only an error of the 111ulcr­
.<fm11/i,,;:, the greater number of heathens would already 
hal'C forsaken it; but being a work of tlie.fles/1, a11d Chris­
tianity requiring its crucifixion, they stop there. l\Iay 
dirine poll'er rescue them from it, throngh Jesus Christ!" 

• One of the seven great pagocla.s of Southern Inclia.. 
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At AJeuputtah, where he had many conl'crsations with 
l\lohammcdans and heathens, his friend Captain Berg met 
and accomp:rnied him to Tanjore. Here, be says, " my 
chief occupation was with our Christians, "though I con­
rcrsed also with Roman Catholics and otlwrs. To the 
protestant congregations I explained and applied the mer­
itorious sufferings of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the go~pel 
of St. Mark, and the unspeakable hle,sing ,,·hich we derfre 
from them ; stirring ourselres up to true rcprntance, faith 
in this Saviour, gratitude and lore. 1'c1·er, 0 Lord Jesus, 
may it be elfaeed from my mind how much it cost thee to 
redeem me!" 

During the month of April l\lr. Swartz was much occu­
pied in ,·isiting the sick and woundrd, "ho were sent from 
the English camp to Trichinopoly. " Here," he ohsencs, 
" I often found blessed tract's of awakening grace. A 
~oldicr said that he had been such thirty-two years. I 
asked him, how long he had ;;erred Christ? Ile wept, 
and replied,' Alas! I hare not JCt entrrccl his sPnice.'" 

"An officer," he writes in his journal, "who had pre-
1·iously disco,·ered a great inclination to religion, and had 
cnlreatcd me to instruct him catechctically, just ns I would 
an ignorant heathen, in which we had made a beginning, 
but were interrupted hy the war, was brought in mortally 
wounded. Jlc ·cxprcs~c<l a great desire for in~truction. I 
accordingly visited him daily, and explained to hi"m the 
chief points in practical Christianity. After a few <lays 
he appeared lo be something helter. He could occa­
~ionally take the fresh air, a11d his appetite returned. 
Under these circumstances, he gradually yielded to in­
dilforence as to religion. lie lislene1l, indeed, but not 
with real earnc~lue~s. At length, I ~ai1l to him, 'I sec 
you are quite indifferent. I fear you arc decci\"ing your­
~elf. Your wound is as mortal now as it was fourteen 
days ago. ,vhen you pcrceire that prn n1e drawing near 
to your end, you will be terrified lo think that you have 
been so foolish as to allow worldly men to draw you off 
from the chief concern.' lie replied, ' It is true ; they 
ham flattered me with the hope that I should reco\"cr; but 
it is not so. I know that my wound is mortal.' After 
this, he became more earnest in prap•r and meditation on 
the word of God. Before his death, I ,·isited him, prayed 
with him, and exhorted him to commit himself in faith 
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into the hands of his merciful Saviour. Speaking was 
painful to him; yet he said, he hoped to outain mercy; 
and thus he departed, amid the exhortations and prayers 
of those around him." 

How anxious this excelle11t m1ssmnary was to cherish 
in himself aud his brethren the principles by which alone 
they could be animatc<l in their self-denying labors, will 
appear from the following brief notice in his journal. 

"August 2. After finishing the catechising of the 
chihlren in the forenoon, the two catechists returned, and 
related to me with whom they lmd con,·ersed, and what 
had been the purport of their conversations; and how a 
young man had avowed his willingness to embrace the 
Go~pel. We then began, for our own edification, to med­
itate on the first Epistle of Paul to Timothy. On occasion 
of thi:i apostolic wish, 'Grace, mercy, and peace,' we 
called to mind, that a teacher stands in the highest need 
daily and hourly of this threefold fruit of Christ's recon­
ciliation; and that the believing apprehension of this 
precious grace is best calculated to strengthen him, to 
render him joyful and courageous in urging upon others 
salvation through Christ, as well as in cheerfully suffering 
for his sake." 

On the 7th of August he notices the following instrnc­
tirn incidents. "The nabob's second sou, who is a 
genuine di,ciple of i\lohamnu~d, that is, inclinc<l to cru­
elty, watches narrowly the li\"eS of Europeans; and if 
he remarks any thing wrong, he generally gives it a ma­
licious construction, as if the l\Iobammedan doctrine ren­
dered people better than the Christian. This young man, 
observin~ some Europeans, entered into conversation with 
them. I was the interpreter. ' It seems remarkable,' 
said he, 'to me, that Chrislians are so inclined lo card 
playing, da11cing, and similar amusements, which are 
contrary lo the true law.' One of them answered, ' \Ye 
think it no sin, but an innocent pastime.' 'Indeed,' said 
he, ' it is singular that you do not consider it sin, lo spend 
your time in such amusements, when e\'Cn the heathen 
themselves declare it to be sinful. It is certainly wrong 
to pursue such things, though you arc of opinion that there 
is nothing sinful in them. You,' he continued, addressing 
one of the party, ' arc a cashier; if you do not know the 
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value of money, you inq11ire and inform yourself on the 
subject; why, then, do you not examine rnto these things? 
-the omitting such examination is a sin also. Nay, 
if you do not know whether it Lie right or wrong, and Jet 
contiune to play, that is still a greater sin. I am sure 
Padre Swartz would tell you at once that it is sinful, if 
you would but receive it.' The cashier replied, ' It is 
better to play a little, than to absorb all one's lhoughts on 
money.' Ent the Joung nabob answered him very dis­
creetly on this point, that we arc not to justify one sin by 
another . 

... So artful is he, that he will accost and conver~e with 
an European during divine sen-ice, and afterwards obsene, 
' If the man had the least reverence for the \\'orship of 
God, he would not ham allowed himself to be interrupted.' 

"On the 15th of this month," continues l\lr. Swartz, 
"in the morning I had a co11\'ersatio11 with him. He first 
asked, how God was to be sened, and how we should 
pray lo him; and censured us for not washing our hands, 
and taking off our shoes, before prayer. I answered, that 
this was merely a bodily, outward act, which was of no 
value in the sight of God-that his word requires pure 
hearts, which abhor all and every sin, and approach him 
in humility and faith-we could then be assured that our 
prayer was acceptable to him. One of those present 
asked, ' From what must the heart be cleansed?' I 
replied, ' From self-love, from fleshly and worldly lusts; 
which con~titute, accordi11g to the first commandment, 
the real inward nature of idolatry.' The nabob's son 
said, 'This inward cleansing is ,·cry good; but the out­
ward is aim necessary, and God is pleased with it, c,·en 
though the inward cleansing be not perfect.' I replied, 
'Not so. You should rather say, that God has pleasure 
in in ward purity, though the hands be not \\'ashed imme­
diately before pra}'er.'" 

At the close of another conversation about this time, 
with some of the noor heathen natil'Cs, in which he had 
been endeal'Oring t~ convince them of the sin and folly 
of their idolatry, and to persuade them to emu race the 
blessed doctrines of the gospel, he thns expresses the gen­
uine kindness of his heart, and affords a beautiful example 
of the tender earnestness with which the missionary should 
address them. "At length I said, as I often do to them, 
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' Do not suppose that I reprove )"OU out of scorn ; no, )"OU 

are my brethren ; we are by creation the children of one 
common Father. It grie,·es us Christians, that you have 
forsaken that almighty gracious Father, and have turned 
to idols who cannot profit you. You know, because you 
have often heard, that a day of judgment is before us, 
when we must render up an account. Should you persist 
in remaining enemies to God, and on that day hear with 
dismay the sentence of condemnation, I fear you will 
accuse us Christians of not warning )'OU with sufficient 
earnestness and fervor. Su!fer yourseh·es, then, to be 
persuaded, since you see that we want 11othing of you, 
but that you turn with us to God, and be happy.' They 
all declared that they were conl'inced of our sincere inten­
tions, and that they would speak further with us." 

In October, in a letter to Dr. Francke, after expressin~ 
his anxious wish for a second missionary, for the purpose 
of more extensive usefulness, he writes as follows. 

"Though I should much prefer being at Tranquebar, 
for the e11joyment of the communion of faithful brethren, 
yet, when l look on our congregations, I feel that my 
presence is more necessary here. The catechists require 
daily superintendence and admonition to prevent them 
from relapsing into indolence and disorder. The heathen, 
too, though courteous to Europeans, arc apt to bchal'c un­
kindly to the poor catechists; so that they need counte­
nance aud encouragement. ,vith regard to myself, I 
praise God, who has borne with my weakness, and pros­
pered my la bors. During the whole of this }'Car my health 
has been good ; so that my work has been easier to me 
than at any former period. l\lany heathens and Catholics 
have been this year instructed, and recei\·cd into the con­
gregation. ,\flliction, both from without anrl from within, 
has 11ot failed us; but Gori has been our helper." He then 
mentions that many European~, not only among the sol­
diers of the garrison, but of the higlwr ranks, had been 
powerfully awakened to a sense of religion. Among others, 
he notices particularly one young man, who had made a 
temporary visit to Trichinopol,v, an<l who, though virtuous 
and well di~po~cd, knew but little of Christ, and of the 
real value of the gospel. " lie vi~ited me sel'eral even­
ings,'' says Swartz, "an<l acknowledge<l that ho was 
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stirred up to greater concern for his salvation. I testi­
fied my joy, but obsen·ed that he was at present trusting 
to the sandy foundation of his own righteousness, from 
which he could derive neither rest nor power. JJe re­
ceived all that I said in good part, and began to read his 
New Testament better; that is, with prayer. Soon after­
wards, he was illl'ited to a gay party, but declined it, 
which had a good e!Tect on others. He soon learned how 
the Gospel becomes s1ving 1 and communicates to man 
more power unto sah•ation than any considerations de­
ri~ed merely from the law. He went boldly forth ; and, 
when many were displeased that a young man should 
speak rn freely, he gladly hore the cross: and his exam­
ple has been made a blessing to others." He concludes 
as follows. 

"In my previous letters, I mcnlionetl a Mohammedan, 
who had formerly been employed in the highest oflices. 
This man unclerstands Persian most thoroughly, and 
speaks it excellently. He often ,·isited me of an el'en­
ing, and gal'e me a complete idea of the ~Ioharnmedan 
doctrines and discipline, and read lo me the rarest books 
he possessed. I thus learned to express myself i11 Persian, 
and to explain the doctrines of Christianity. Some months 
ago, this poor man was put under arrest, and confined to 
his own house, where he still remains. The nabob's son, 
a higoted ~lohammedan, says that he had otfeuded his 
father, and on that account he was imprisoned. El'ery 
one, howel'er, beliel'es that it was in consequence of his 
h:il'ing t·isited me, and expressed himself in terms loo 
farorable to Chri~tianity. God grncionsly help us for 
Christ's sake, and tread down Satan under our feet! 
The good Lord inwardly streni:?then you, and by the 
comfort Oowinn- from the ineHimable mercv of recon­
ciliation, ani111;1e you; and may your old igc be truly 
blessed!" 

In a letter, dated in the snme month of October, I ili:3, 
addressed to the secretnry of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, i\Ir. Swartz, after thanking him for 
the present of a Persian lexicon, gires a similar account 
of the old l\lohammedan governor, just mentioned, as his 
instructor in that language, and takes occasion, from the 
circumstance of his arbitrary imprisonment, to notice the 
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frequency of Ruch occurrences, both at Trichinopoly and 
at Tanjore. He then proceeds lo give a detailed account 
of the government of the latter country, of the wretched 
state of oppression and ignorauce in which the great body 
of the people were then held, and of the numbers, wealth, 
and influence of the llrahmins. 

"The king of Tanjore," he observes, "is, in the esti­
mation of the ignorant, a prince who governs according 
to his despotic will ; but he is, in fact, more a slare than 
a king. lie seldom goes out; and often, when he pur­
poses to do so, the brahmins tell him that it is not an 
auspicious day. This is sufficient to confine him to the 
house. His children are brought up in ignorance,-for 
why should a prince learn much 1 He need not be 
acquainted with writing and accounts,-for has he not 
servants enough for this 7 The number of his wives 
destroys all domestic peace. The first whom he espouses 
is denominnted his lawful wife. Ily degrees, howerer, 
as he takes more, jealousy among them Lecomes a source 
of dangerous disquiet, and the love which should subsist 
between brethren is banished. So true it is, that when 
man departs from the ordinances of God, he treads in a 
thorny path. 

"A despotic ruler, being intent only on increasing or 
preserriug his power, eutertains a distru~t of all his min­
isters. lle consid'ers it expedient, therefore, often to 
humble them. Though a minister possess his favor for 
years, he someti111es falls at once. The king permits his 
house to be plun<le~cd, (this has often happeucd within my 
remembrance,) and lays him under a domiciliary arrest. 
No one mu,;t ,·isit him, or speak to him. B_y degrees, 
this severity is relaxed. The ex-minister, thus fallen into 
disgrace, hu11ts after the failures of his succes~or, and 
endearnrs to inl"(>lrc him in the same ruin, and frequently 
is restored to farnr. 

"The trnnps belonging lo the rnjah of Tanjore are 
chiefly cavalry,-about six thonsand,-and two thousand 
foot. The cavalry arc not furnished with horses, but 
each soldier prnridcs his own. He who can collect a 
hundred horse, is appointed their captain. To the6e 
troops, a district is a~signed, where they receirn their pay 
from the tenants. If they do not give what they demand, 
they resort to force. 
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"The Tanjore country is, however, as a well-watered 
garden. Notwithstanding all the oppression and injustice, 
the inhabitants subsist tolerably well : it teems with people. 
The land is divided into districts, and every district i11 
leased. The lessee is obliged to advance at least the 
half of his rent; and as he cannot in general do this 
from his own resources, he borrows of the nati1·e mer­
chants or Europeans, and gives forty, or even more, per 
cent. He borrows also what he requires for the support 
of his family ; and all must be eventually extorted from 
the poor inhabitants. It may with truth be averred, that 
the poorer people enrich with their labor the idle and the 
proud. A cultivator of land in Tanjore, commonly gires 
sixty or seventy in the hundred. Supposing tlw.t he has 
on his ground a hundred bushels of rice, the king ( or the 
lessee in his name) takes seventy ; the remaiuing thirty 
are retained by the inhabitant; and with this he has to 
pay his servants and support his family. Nay, if the king 
needs money, as in time of war, he seizes upon all. 
I have myself witnessed the poor laborers contemplating 
at a distance the blessing of God upon the fields, while 
the king's people have reapet.l it all. Thus, the oppression 
being so great, they endearnr, by every possible means, 
to defraud the king. They are accustomed to say, 'With­
out stealing, we cannot live.' Hence it may easily be 
conceived what disposition to the maintenance of justice 
prevails in this country. 

"Under a frame of gorernment so wretched, the educa­
tion of the young is miserably neglected. Few children 
learn to read, write, and cast accounts ; and these are 
almost exclusi1·ely boys. It is a most rare occurrence 
for a father to afford his daughter the means of educatiou. 
When taught to read, it is from books in which the fabled 
epiphanies of their gods, together with all their licentious 
acts, are delineated. ,v e cannot, they think, be better 
than our gods; they every where practised lying, impunity, 
injustice, and revenge; these cannot, therefore, be siufnl. 
Thus is the little which they know from renecting on the 
works of creation, greatly obscured. Jn the temples of 
their deities, their most flagrant actions are described in 
images and pictures, which sink the people in the depths 
of vice and misery. The consequences of this devilish 

lO 
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instruction are clearly visible. Iloth body and soul are 
destroyed. Thousands sensibly feel their errors. 

"The chihlrcn of the hrahmins are commonly better 
educated. Besides the thousands attached to the idol 
temples, many of them farm the land, hold offices under 
the king, and act as clerks, orcrsecrs, and accountants. 
The otl~pring of the brnhmins arc in general cle\·er, and 
learn languages quickly, especially when they hope to 
turn it to advantage. J\lany English ge(!tlcmen engage 
brahmins to keep their books; and hence a great number 
acquire the English. Besi<les this, they learn the Persian, 
an<l are employed by the nabob and others as iuterpretcrs. 
In every lucrative situation we find a brahmin. It is 
remarkable, that within the narrow limits of Taujore, a 
hundred thousand vigorous younrr brahrnins might, with 
very little trouble, be collected. 

0

With the exception of 
their daily ceremonies and ablutions, they do nothing: 
living in \'Oluptuousness an<l corrupting sloth. They 
possess the best land, and give away little or nothing; 
besides which, the numerous pagan fostivab arc eminently 
profitable to them. I aske<l a wealthy brahmin whether 
they imparted to the poor a portion of their great revenues. 
He replie<l, 'No: the people girn to us and the pagodas; 
but we coutribute nothinrr.' ,vhat is asserted, therefore, 
in one of l\lr. Holwell's "'books, as to the beneficence of 
the brahmins, is not to be credited. Some months ago, 
a brahmin dedared to me plainly, 'The reasons why we 
do not embrace the Christian doctrine, are avarice, pride, 
and voluptuousness.' 

"l\leanwhilc," adds this excellent man, with something 
of prophetic hope as to the future progress of Christianity, 
"we faint not; we know that Christ is ordained as a light 
to the Gentiles, lie is able to dispel this heathen dark­
ness. Co11fi<li11g in his divine assistance, we go forth 
diligently among the natives to make lrnown to them the 
way of life, and affectionately to invite them to the enjoy­
ment of the salvation purchased for them by the Re­
deemer. The progress of conversion is not so great as 
we wish; still the rescuing of one single soul, (not to 
mention many,) is sufficic11t to encourage us not to be 
weary. Who knows to what important end the all-wise 
God may direct the revolutions which have taken place in 
India during tho last twenty years 1 0 that the Euro-
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peans in this country woul<l discern the glory of God ! 
Should he graciously work a thurnuglt change and rrfnr­
mation among the priudpal Europeans, a blessiug woul<l 
spread through the whole land. l\lany salutary regula­
tions might lie introduced. 1\1 ultitudes of abominations 
might be prevented, and thus the obstacles which have 
hitherto deterred the nati1·es from embracing the Gospel 
might be lessened. There are se\'Cral Englishmen here, 
who, through the conl'erting grace of God, ha1·e been 
convinced that the knowledge and enjoyment of his 
loving-kindness are better than life, an<l consequently 
better than ill-gotten wealth." 

l\lr. Swartz thus refers, in a letter lo a friend in London, 
of the same date as the preceding, to the painful topic no­
ticed in the concluding sentence ; an<l it is introduced 
chiefly for the purpose of contrasting that representation 
with the marked improvement in European character which 
has of late years been universally acknowledged. 

" It is extremely difficult," he obsen-es, "when describ­
ing our situation here, lo gil'C any one a just conception of 
it without ad1·erting to the profligacy of the Europeans. 
The great among them aim al nothing but to lil'e in plea­
sure, and to become rich. If not readily successful in the 
laller oliject, they resort to unjust means, the employment 
of which hardens the mind to so alarming a degree, that 
they will hear nothing of the wor<l of God, and loo fre­
quently plunge into the most frightful infidelity." 

After gi ring an acconnt of himself and his tabors cl uring 
the year, similar to that contained in the extract from his 
letter to professor Francke, he adds, 11 0 may the faithful 
God grant to me, a feeble creature, his poll'erfnl grace 
more and more, that I may spend my da}·s to his glory, 
and the benefit of my neighbor. 0 that I had a dear bro­
ther with me, then could many be better instructed! In 
the mean time, God knows our affiiction, and our sighs are 
not hi<lden from him. !\Jay he compassionate the poor 
heathen, and may his kingdom break forth hc>re gra­
ciously ! " 

l\lr. Swartz closes his journal for li68 as follows: 
" The conclusion of the year has been very melancholy 

with respect to political events. All the territory which 
the English had taken from Ilyder-Naick, they ha1·e again 
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lost. He approached near to Trichinopoly, and would 
probably have taken it, had not a rain of three days' con­
tinuance driven him olf. 

"God be gracious to us, and further his work! l\Iay 
he cause his countenance to shine upon us, that the hea­
then may know his ways, believe in him, and adore him as 
his children in Christ Jesus!" 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Continuation of hostililies-Zeal and disinterestedness of Swarlz­
His conference with a Romish Padre-Peace between Hyder Ali 
and the English-Swartz proceeds to Tanjorc-liis introduction 
to the Rajah-His character-Conversation al this interview­
Swartz returns to Trichinopoly-His second visit to the Rajah 
with Colonel \V ood-Preaches to the natives on the glacis, and 
in the Fort-The Rajah wishes to converse with him, but is pre­
vented by his Ministers-Swartz's message lo the King, and his 
reply-He returns to Trichinopoly-l\lr. Chambers leaves that 
city-First letters of Swartz to that gentlem:rn-Conversations 
with the nalives, and wilh the Nabob's son-Attendance on sick 
Europeans-Letter from l\lr. Chambe1s lo his brother on a trans­
lation of the New Testament into Persian-Conversation with a 
sick soldier, and with natives, heathen and l\lohammedan-Re­
fleclions of Swartz at the close of the year 176!1. 

HosTILITIEs still continued during the first three months 
of the succeeding year; in the midst of which, l\Jr. Swartz 
visited a detachment of the English army near Trich­
inopoly, and preached to the troops both in English and 
German. No sooner had the e11emy withdrawn from the 
surrounding villages, inrnh•cd by their devastations in ruin, 
than his zeal and charity prompted him to repair to them 
to instruct and comfort the distressed inhabitants; while 
he declined accepting a legacy bequeathed to him by an 
officer to whom he hacl been eminently useful in religion, 
lest he should be suspected of interested motives. 

Early in February he had a long and friendly discussion 
with a Romish Padre at the request of an officer's lady at 
Trichinopoly, who professed the Roman Catholic religion, 
but who had also received instruction from Swartz, and 
was desirous of hearing what each had to say in support 

10 * 
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of the differences between the two churches. To the 
usual question, where Protestantism was before the days of 
Luther and Henry V 111., Swartz justly replied, by referring 
to the testimony which had been uniformly borne against 
the papal peHersions of divine truth by the Albigenses, 
Johu Huss, and the Bohemian brethren, and the followers 
of Wickliffe; he might hal'e added, by the Syrian Chris­
tians in the mountains of 'l'ravancore. He theu appealed 
to the word of God ; affirming that while Protestants 
readily receive the testimony of antiquity, their faith in 
the divine authority of the sacred canon, independent 
of its internal evidences, does not rest exclusively on that 
of the Romish Church, the word of God having been pos­
sessed by thousands before thc1.t church, properly so called, 
existed. 

The sophistry of the Papist in t.!efcncling the worship of 
saints and images, was ably exposed by the pious Lutheran. 
11 If you prostrate yourself before an image, complain to it 
of your affiictiou, and desire help, do you 11ot houor it 
after an idolatrous manner? God says in the second 
commandment, 'Thou shalt not make any graven image 
-thou shalt not bow down to it nor worship it.' The 
Papist says, 'thou shalt.' Sec how Papery opposes itself 
to God." "The Papist," said the Padre, "is the follower 
of Peter." " I heartily wish," replied Swartz, "that it 
were so. Follow Peter, and we from our hearts will re­
J01ce. Peter was humble, and desired no worship, when 
he was in the house of Cornelius.* Your new Roman 
Peter will be worshipped. Examine into it again, my 
worthy Padre, and follow after God and his word." From 
this point the conversation proceeded to what Swartz calls 
the idolatry of the mass, and the refusal of the sacramental 
cup to the laity, which were but feebly defended by the 
Romish Padre; to whom in conclusion, he addressed this 
brief but solemn warning. ".l\ly dear Padre, prol'e all 
things by the won.I of God. You and I shall soon appear 
before the judgrnent scat of Christ, where we shall hc1.ve 
to render an account of our ministry and doctrine, and 
the souls which we have neglected." One of his people 
called him away several times. "He departed," says 
Swartz, 11 wishing that I might become a saint, and I 

• Acts x. 25, 2G. 
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wished him sincerity of heart. The captain's lady was 
struck with his rejection of our Bible, while he refused to 
produce his own. May God help her to a clear and saving 
knowledge of Christ!" 

At the beginning af l\larch he attempted a journey to 
Tanjore; but he had not proceeded far, before the enemy's 
army approached Trichinopoly, and burnt great part of 
Ureiur. l\lessengers were in consequence despatched to 
him and his companions, apprising them of their danger. 
"I turned back," lie says, "and beheld Ureiur in flames. 
God be praised for his gracious protection!" The ra,·ages 
of war, however, hal'ing happily terminated in April, uy 
a treaty of peace between Hyder Ali and the .1'Iadras 
go1·ernment, Swartz resumed his intended journey, and 
arril"ed at Tanjore on the ~Oth of that month. Jlere he 
preached daily two or three times, visited the members of 
the three congregations individually, and attended the 
schools. 

The most important result of this visit to T:injore was 
his introduction to the rajah Tuljajee, or, a!> he was at 
that period usually called, the king; and the fal'Orable im­
pression made upon his 111ind, which led to the kindness 
and confidence with which that prince e1·er afterwards 
distinguished him. 'fhe rajah Tuljajee was at this period 
in the prime of life, of good natural talents, and of mild 
and dignified manners; indolent and self-indulgent, like 
the generality of llindoo princes, but not at that time 
tyrannical or oppressil·e; all(] though too much under the 
influence of the brahmins, tolerant and liberal in his l'iews 
of religion. He is said to ha,·e formed an exception to 
the general ignorance of lllen of his rank in India, and to 
ha1·e successfully culti1·ated Sanscrit literature, rn as e1·en 
to ha,·c produced some poetical compositions in that lan­
guage, which are still recited at Ta11jore as proofs of his 
genius and learning. Such was the Hindoo prince with 
whose history that of Swartz is henceforth so intilllately 
interwo1·e11. 

"At fi1·e in the afternoon of the 30th of April," says 
the excellent missionary in his journal for IiG!), "I was 
introduced to the \ling. He was seated on a couch sus­
pended from pillars, surrounded by his principal officers, 
and oppo~ite to him a seat was placed for me." The con­
versation began by the Persian interpreter informing him 
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that the king had heard a good report of him, to which 
Swartz replied in Persian, expressing his thanks for the 
kindness ll'hich he entertained for him, and wishing that 
God might enrich him abundantly with every blessing. 
The interpreter omiuing to repeat the wish, one who sat 
by told him, " He wishes you a blessing." "He is a 
priest," replied the king. Perceiving by the manner in 
which he made this observation, that he was but imper­
fectly acquainted with the Persian language, he requested 
permission to speak in Tamul, at which the rajah ap­
peared pleased. 

He first inquired how it happened that some European 
Christians worshipped God ll'ith images, and others with­
out them ; to which Sll'artz answered, that the worship of 
images was expressly forbidden by the word of God, and 
that this corrupt practice originated in the neglect of the 
Holy Scriptures, which had in consequence been removed 
by such Christians from general use among the people. 
The rajah next inquired how man could attain to the 
knowledge of God. In reply to this question, the mis­
sionary pointed out, in his usual manner, the works of 
creation, and the bounties of divine Providence, as testi­
fying the power, wisdom, and goodness of God, and his 
word as clearly rel'ealing whatel'er is essential to salvation. 
" If it please the king," said he, "I will set before him 
brielly the principal subjects of that word." The rajah 
having signified his assent, Swartz proceeded to explain 
the nature and divine attributes of God, one of the attend­
ants repeating his explanation of each point very dis­
tinctly, slowly, and audibly. He then remonstrated against 
the worship of idols, as inconsistent with the perfections 
and glory of God, obsening, tlw.t before their conl'ersion 
from heathenism, the European nations also made images, 
and adored the ll'Ork of their own hands with salams and 
salams. The king laughed, for the expression struck him 
forcibly, and said, "He speaks plain." The pious mis­
sionary next shortly urged the corruption into which man­
kind had fallen, which is visible from universal and 
melancholy experience; and then unfolded the method 
of deliverance through the Mediator and Saviour whom 
God has graciously provided, and his indescribable willing­
ness to receirn those who tum to him-illustrating this 
encouraging assurance by his favorite and appropriate 
parable of the prodigal son. 



THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 117 

Upon the usual introduction of sweetmeats, of which 
Swartz took a little, he said, " We Christians are in the 
habit, before we partake of food, of praising God for his 
goodness, as well as of imploring grace to use the gift to 
his glory ; " and on being desired to offer up such a prayer, 
he immediately complied. With the simplicity and free­
dom from the apprehension of ridicule which peculiarly 
characterized him, he then, at the request of the king, 
who had been informed that Christians were accustomed 
to sing in celebrating divine worship, sang some verses of 
the Lutheran hymn in the Tamul translation of ::\lr. Fab­
ricius, beginning, 

" l\ly God, to thee this heart I bring."' 

The rajah declared himself much pleased, apologizing 
that he had detained him so long, and desiring him to 
dine with Captain Berg, who was his constant friend and 
companion, in the palace. "I withdrew," he adds, "re­
peating my wishes for his happiness." 

l\lr. Swartz remained at Tanjore about three ll'eeks 
during this visit, and then returned to Trichinopoly. A 
few days afterwards the rajah having inquired for him, 
and being told that he had left Tanjore, said, "I thought 
he woulcl have stayed with us;" and on being reminded 
that he had not desired him to remain, he replied, "It is 
my most earnest wish that he would continue here." 
Captain Berg having informed him of this favorable dis­
position of the rajah, l\lr. Swartz consulted his brethren 
at Tranquebar, Cuddalore and l\Iadra~, as to the best 
mode of proceeding, who unanimously advised him to 
return to Tanjore ll'ithout delay, in order to ascertain 
what the rajah's ,·iews really were. Accordingly, in the 
month of June he proceeded thither in company ll'ith his 
friend Colonel ,vood, ll'ho was about to learn Trichinopoly, 
and ll'hom the rajah was desirous of seeing as he pas,ed 
through Tanjore. " ,ve set out," he says, "and, on the 
way, I had many pleasing conferences with the natil"es. 
When introduced to the king in the presence of Colonel 
·wood, he was very friendly. After a few inquiries re­
specting the welfare of the colonel and his family, he 
asked me what was the design of our celebrating Sunday 1 
I explained to him the command of God relative to the 
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consecration of the Sabbath, and his merciful intention in 
giving it, namely, to make us holy and happy, by dcl'Oting 
it to the concerns of our souls. Ile then inquired why 
we Christians did not auoint 011rsell'Cs as they <lid. I 
replied, that the heathen thought they were therehy puri­
fied from sin ; but that ll'e knew that sin could not thus 
be removed-that God had provided a. more effectual 
remedy by sending a mighty Saviour who had taken away 
our sins by the sacrifice of himself; a11<l that we must 
seek forgirencss throngh faith in this Redeemer. 

lie then a.ske<l some questions respecting the king of 
England, and expressed a wish to visit our country. I 
took occasion in reply to say something concerning the 
religion which is there taught, and how m11ch it con­
tributes to the welfare both of princes and people; adding, 
"This is our wish, that you and your subjects may em­
brace it lo your present and eternal happiness. The king 
looked at me, a11<l smiled. His chief brahmin often inter­
posed, and told him what he had seen among the Papists at 
Ponclicherry; to which he replied, that ll'e were very dif­
ferent from the Papists. He then desired me to speak to the 
brahmin in Persian, which I did, and addressed a. short ad­
monition to him ; but he professed to h:ne forgotten his 
Persian. llere the conversation ended, and we took our 
leave. I accompanied Colonel Wood n day's journey 1:eJ·oml 
the river; nn<l parted from him and his Indy, who is poll'er­
folly n1rnkene<l to religion, with prayer. They were both 
greatly affected. !\lay Go<l mightily carry on the work he 
has begun i11 them, an<l bring it lo a glorious i~sne ! " 

After this interesting co11ference with the rajah, not 
having as yet receil'ed permission to enter the fort, Swartz 
repaired daily, early a11d late, to the glncis near it, and 
addrcs~cd the natives, who in great numbers sttrroundPd 
him. Frequently, from the Yiolence of the land wirHl, he 
was cm·er<'1I with the dust which flew around: be generally 
spoke upon the great subjects of repentance, faith, and 
reconciliation with God, through .Jesus Chri~t, till he was 
quite exhausted. Sometimes ·he expounded the paraLles 
by which our Saviour cli:-1Jlayed tire treasure~ of the ki11g­
dom of heaven, an<l the means of attai11i11g them. The 
people commended his doctrine, and often ~aid, "0 that 
the kinrr would embrace it ! All would then forsake 
heathenfsm." At the end of a fortnight he received an 
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unlimite<l permission to enter the fort whenever he was 
dispose<l. lie in co11seq11ence visitc<l the principal officers 
of the rajah, and fully declare<l to them the Gospel of 
Christ. One of them having offered him a present, he 
civilly decline<l it, requesting him an<l those who were 
assembled, not lo be offended al bis refusal, as he was 
only anxious not to interpose any obstacle to their recep­
tion of Cl11istianity, by giving occasion to any to suspect 
him of interested motives. " lie who ten<lered me the 
present," says this wise and excelleut man, replied, "that 
he should never think this of me." I answere<l, "That 
may be; but you cannot prevent others from thinking thus; 
I seek the goo<l of your souls, and not gifts. I accepted 
a nosegay, and so we parted." 

Sometimes he went through the principal streets of the 
fort, when many of the inhabitants, brahmins and others, 
collected around him, and listened for a long time. One 
of the brahmins obserrnd, " You allure the people with 
money." "I replied," said Swartz, before the whole 
multitude, "Prm·e to me that either I or my brethren at 
Tranqnebar have decoyed a single heathen to us with 
money, an<l I will hold my tongue." It was said, that 
when speaking one day before the palace, the rajah sta­
tioned himself in au upper room, and after listening to his 
a<l<lress, observed, " He makes out our gods to be down­
right demons! We must keep him here to instruct this 
foolish people." Upon another occasion when near the 
palace, the king sent to desire him not· to quit the fort, 
as he wishe<l to speak with him. Upon this a uumber 
of brahmins and others belonging to the court hastened 
to the palace, and Swartz prep:ired himself for the inter­
view; but the chief brahmin, who ha<l the control of the 
revenue, came and di,·erte<l the kin!.( from his purpose. 
He sent, however, to tell him that he would fpeak to him 
in the e\·ening; but agai.n he was prel'cnted. "The poor 
kinll'," he observes, in a letter to Dr. Francke, in which 
he briefly mentions this remarkable visit to Tanjore, "sits, 
as it were, in a prison. His officers decei,·e him an<l the 
whole country, and resist to the utmost the settlement of a 
missionary here. l\lany ," he says in his journal, "even 
of the brahrnins themselves, said that the king would 
gladly have had me with him, but he was afraid of the 
people around him, The great about the court saw, with 
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regret, that he was desirous of detaining me, being fearful 
lest their corrupt practices might be exposed. At length 
I visited one of his principal officers, and after declaring 
to him the Gospel or Christ, I begged to make my humble 
salam to the king, and to ask what was his purpose with 
regard to me ; that I was come at his gracious summons, 
ready to serve him from my heart in the cause of God ; 
but that as I had an engagement at Trichinopoly, it would 
be necessary that some one should take charge of my duty 
there, if I were to remain at Tanjore. I requested there­
fore to know the king's intention. The answer which 
I received the next day was this; that I might return for 
this time to Trichinopoly, but that I was to remember 
that the king looked upon me as ltis padre. l\Iany," 
he adds, "of the common people were grie\·ed that the 
king should allow himself to be hindered by his servants 
from detaining me near him. But God can, and in his 
own time will, cause this nation to adore and fear his 
name. 1\1 ay lie compassionate this poor people, now 
lying in darkness and the shadow of death, for his name's 
sake!" 

Such is the account which Mr. Swartz gives in hi~ 
Journal, as well as in letters to Dr. Francke and the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, of his first 
interviews with the rajah of Tanjore, which led lo his 
subsequent establishment and favorable reception as :i. mis­
sionary in that kingdom. In the month of July he re­
turned to Trichinopoly, and resumed his ordinary labors 
among the Christians and heathens of that city. 

Soon afterwards l\Ir. ,v. Chambers, who had reside,! 
there cluriug the two preceding years, was recalled lo 
Madras. The sentiments and pursuits of these two excel­
lent men were so co11genial, that a cordial friendship, 
founded upou Christian priuciples, was the result of their 
intercourse with each other, which was cherished by a 
regular correspondence from this period to the death of 
Mr. Chambers, in the year li!Xl. With the exception of 
occasional letters to a few eminent persons, chiefly in 
Germany, which were almost considered as points of of­
ficial duty, Swartz was not accustomed to write much in 
detail, even to his most intimate friends. His time was 
too folly occupied with the various labors of his mis!ion, 
to allow of his indulging in an extensi,·c correspondence. 
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His letters were, therefore, in general brief, an<l relating, 
for the most part, to ordinary circumstances anti concerns; 
but they are all strikingly characteristic of his habitual 
and elevated piety, his fine manly sense, his genuine be• 
nevolence, and his affectionate desire for the spiritual and 
temporal welfare of his friends and all around him. 

The following arc two of his earliest letters to l\lr. 
Chambers; and when it is considered how comparatively 
recent was his acquaintance with the English language, 
the general ease and correctness of his style are extra­
ordinary. 

"Five days ago I received your agreeable letter, and 
praise God for all the mercies he has bestoll'ed on you in 
your journey, anti on your arrival at l\Iatlras. I doubt not 
but he will multiply his favors according to his wonted 
mercy. In your new station you will need his gracious 
assistance. You have had some specimens of the l\Ialabar 
people's sad art of evading truth, anti of affirming lies with 
the boldest countenance. This little experience will help 
you in some respects, at least so far as to make you cau­
tious. 

"Ilut our caution, what doth it avail, unassisted by 
divine grace 1 !\lay the Spirit of .Jesus Christ strengthen 
and comfort you every moment ! What you \\'rite, touch­
ing the clergymen/' is doleful indeed. But you know, 
that sort of people, when they refuse to accept of divine 
grace, ha\·e always been the worst of enemies to the pro· 
motion of the cause of Christ, as all history declares, and 
particularly that of the 511fferings of Christ. I hear there 
is a11other lately arril'etl. 0 that he may lie a disciple of 
the humble Jesus! 

" i\lany people went from hence to l\ladras, white and 
black, to the court martial, which seems now likely to 
take place.+ You are on the spot. !\lay you be service­
able! I wish and pray a gracious God may help our 
friend, to behave, in all circumstances, as a true disciple 

* Probably referring to one of those ,vho at this period were but 
too frequently unworthy members of the sacred profession. 

I This refers lo an investigation into the milit:try conduct of Col­
onel \Vood, in the campaign with Hyder Ali, subsequent lo the 
battle of Mulwaggle, in which he signally defeated the Mysorea.n 
chief. 

11 
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of the meek and holy Jesus. A great degree of true 
humility, denial of himself, presence of min<l, in short, 
nothiug less than divine grace, will be able to carry him 
through his present troubles with a clear and clean con­
science. Pray often for him. We will here entreat the 
Lord likewise to glorify his name in this affair. l\1r. 
Green was taken ill the very day your letter arri1·ed; but 
he is now better, and desires to be remembered by you. 
Your George begins to write. He seems to promise well 
in that respect. At present I am building a verandah a11<l 
a little chamber for l\Ir. Green. This has hindered me 
from employing the carpenter to make your palanquin. 

"Farewell, my friend; and whenever you appear before 
the throne of Christ, remember your fellow pilgrims at 
Trichinopoly. Salute in the Lord, all our friends, partic­
ularly the colonel and Mrs. Wood, and her little ones. 

"I am, dear friend, your most obedient humble senant, 
" C. F. Sw AnTz. 

"Trichinopoly, 8th of Sept. 17GO." 

"It is a long time since I received your kind letter. 
The evening hour which I used to spend in writing 
letters, as you know, I have spent a long time with l\lr. 
U., who was more than once on the borders of eternity. 
Often he could hardly pronounce a word. I admonished 
him to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. lie wa~ 
always glad to see me, and joined in prayer, nay some­
times, at least once, he entreated me to pray with him. 
At present he is in a way of recovery, and I think not 

I cannot write more; since what passeth be­
tween a clergyman and a sick person ought not to be di­
vulged. llut O the heart of man! So for I may tell you, 
that we were very plain. l\foy God have mercy on him 
and us all! The heart of man is fickle beJ01ul expres• 
sion. Christian steadfastness is a glorious grace spring­
ing from the enjoyment of the redemption. In proportion 
as we enjoy its precious fruits, particularly pardon and 
peace, we obtain co11lidence in God, and count all thing3 
but loss, that we may win Christ, and be found in him. 

" Concerning the pala11quin, the carpenter would ha\'e 
gladly clone it, but to this day I have not got a plank from 
Tranqncbar, though they promised to send them, as soon 
as they arrived from the Malabar coast, which would cer-
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tainly be al the be,!!inning of October. The bamboo I 
hope to get soon. \V rite me in your next how I shall 
send it to you. 

" How do you go on in the Persian language? Where 
do yon live 1 How is the new clcrgy1nan ? lla1·e you 
not yet met with one who dares to be good at l\ladras? 
Here at Trichinopoly is great coldness. l\Irs. -- and 
I are exactly as ~t11angcrs. I h,H'c seen her twice or 
thrice at her house, but she takes care not to be molested. 
Every l\Ionday there is a concert at her house, and daily 
more than one card-table. The altar-piece is finished.* 
It is done, as they say, very well. In the Persian we ha\'e 
several passages; as, ' I am the way, the truth, and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.' John 
xvi. ;!:J. John xvii. 3. ' Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God,' &c. ' Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to e\'Cry creature.' How is every thing in the 
colonel's house carried on ? Can you sec that they go 
forward in their pilgrimage 1 

"We think of you often in prayer. l\Iay Jesus Christ 
strengthen you to fight the good fight of faith, laying hold 
on et.emal life ! ' 

"I am sincerely, dear friend, your affectionate friend 
and humble servant, C. F. Sw,\RTZ. 

"Trichinopoly, Nov. G, liG!)." 

" Sarnvaien and Sadtinaicken arc upon a journey near 
the Kaller, to preach the Gospel lo the poor Gentiles and 
Papists. Thy kingdom come ! " 

Tiic allusion in the preceding postscript lo the labors of 
his tll'o catechists may with propriety introduce a few 
additional notices of his own from his journal during the 
remainder of the year. 

In November, being at Urcjur, near a stone choullry, 
which 11·as full of idols, Swartz met some nati1·es, who 
wished to refer to him a dispute in which they were en-

• For his new church at Trichinopoly. The texts of Scripture 
which Swartz mentions were inscril>ed in ~old characters, and nre 
probably the only apecimen of his composition in that language, 
which he spoke fluently. The first of them mnst have been pecu­
liarly ol>noxious lo the pride and bigotry of the Mohammedans, who 
were at that period very powerful at Trichinopoly. 
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gaged. He said, with his wonted wisdom," You contend 
with one another for trifles, and cannot brook the loss of 
small things; but the loss of your souls, and their eternal 
welfare, you leave out of sight. Ilegin to care for better 
things! " 

'fhc next <lay, he visited some of the natircs who were 
on the corn tloor, P.mployccl in cleaning the rice which 
they had that morning reaped. " T+ic process," he ob­
serves, "is very simple. The grain is cut in the morning, 
it then lies a short time on the field, and so011 after it is 
carried to the floor. They grasp a good handful, beat it 
three or four times ngainst the ground, clean, wi11now, 
and measure it. The nabob takes sixty out of one hun­
dred parts, the tenant forty; out of which he must pay 
the laborers. Here," says Swartz, "sat a number of the 
inhabitants, and looked on as the rice was winnowed. I 
sat down with them, and explained to them the Gospel of 
Christ, and invited them to a participation of the blessings 
of grace." 

At another place, he conrnrsed with two gardeners, and 
pointed out to them the way of becoming spiritually fruit­
ful. They said," \Ve have not yet obeyed our own shas­
ters: how should we now keep the true law? ,vhen we 
leave you, we forget what we !Ja,·e heard." They were 
told that they must pray to God. "llow," said they, 
"arc we to pray ? " "Act," replied Swartz, "like starv­
ing beggars. Do not they know how to set forth their 
hunger and distress? Set before God your ignorance, 
obduracy, and misery, and beseech him to open your eyes 
to discern him and his true word. This yon may do, 
even in the midst of your labors. But come also, and 
allow yonrseh-es to be instructed. Try this for ten <lays ; 
it will assure!lly he better with you if yon follow this ad­
,·ice. C,msit!tr that in aff'1tJ da.11s, perhaps, you ma.1J be 
ltappy or misrrabfr .fm· rrrr; giie, therefore, all <liligencf', 
and seek your evcrhsting salrntion. They appeared 
friendly, a11d left me." 

"On the 81h of Noremher," he writes, "I spoke with 
the Nabob's rnn, who at present commands the regiment 
stationed here and in tlrn surrounding districts, ll'hich, it is 
reported, he farms of his father for an immense sum of 
money. He was accompanied by his priest, and said to 
me, 'Padre, let this priest answer yon a question!' I said, 
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' The great question is, How shall we be freed from sin ; 
from its dominion, as well as its punishment 1' The priest 
being unable to express himself with facility in Persian, 
the Nabob's son himself replied, 'Ilate and forsake anger, 
sensuality, envy; and so you will be clean.' I said, 
'You require life from the dead. Say to a dead man, 
walk! and see if he will obey.' He said, 'What is not 
done deliberately, will not be imputed to us.' I answered, 
' You separate the holiness from the goodness of God. 
He will doubtless forgirn, but in such a way as that his 
holiness be not thereby obscure<l,-uamely, through Jesus 
Christ.' 'Certainly,' he said, ' we must confide in God, 
so as to fear him.' " 

Swartz next mentions his attendance on two sick Euro­
peans, one of whom appeare,I to be etfect11ally changed 
and colll'erted by the grace of Goel from a life of worldli­
ness and sin, to deep humility, self-denial, and willingness 
to bear the cross. The other, a person of rank, suddenly 
brought, by one of the prevalent diseases of the country, 
to the 1·ery brink of the grare, he 1·isited almost daily for 
a fortnight after e1·ening prayers. At length, he began to 
recorer a little strength, when Swartz represented to him 
how mercifully Goel had spared him, and how anxious he 
should be to express his gratitude, and his determination 
to live henceforth as a real Christian ; urging him par­
ticularly to receive the holy communion. " His answer 
was,' that he coul<l not resolre upon this in India, because 
such was the state of things here, that one often felt com­
pelled to act in opposition to conscience; but that if he 
returned home, he would communicate.' 'I replied, 'If 
you are not in a state to partake of the Iloly Supper in 
India, you are not in a condition to die happily here.' 
•·He did uot lii-e,' he said, 'in open sin, and committed 
himself to the mercy of Goel.' I conl'erse<l with him 
much afterwards," he adds; " but he heard all in silence, 
just as the heathens <lo, without any satisfactory reply. 
But so it is with the best of mere natural men. J\lay God 
help us!" 

The translation of the New Testament in the Persian 
langnage had often occupied the attention of Swartz, and 
of his friend, l\lr. W. Chambers, who, in a letter to his 
brother, afterwards Sir Robert Chambns, Chief Justice 
of Bengal, written during his visit to 'l'richinopoly, thus 

11 • 
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adverts to their mutual anxiety to obtain a trauslation of 
the entire New Testameut into the Persian language. 

"I ·told you in a former letter, that l\lr. Swartz had 
struck into a new path at this place, by having already 
made himself master of the IIindostanee language, and 
continuing to acquire a knowledge of the Persian. As he 
was upon this plan when I came up about se1·en months 
ago, he was rery well pleased with my having brought 
with me the Persian Gocpels; and these, I assure you, are 
read with such profound veneration and attention by the 
more learned l\lohammedans, as would surprise you. llut 
l\lr. Swartz, though he could not but acknowledge the 
advantage these ga\'e him in showing the fundamental 
doctrines of our religion, yet has often lamented his want 
of the latter part of the New Testament, in which alone 
the application of those doctrines is to be found. Indeed, 
the sophistical questions they so frequently put to us, in 
perusing the 'lugcel,' (as they call it,) <lo but too plainly 
discover to us the disa<l,·autage of not being possessed or a 
complete Persian New 'Testament. .l\lr. Swartz is a man 
of such extensive learning, of such strength of ju<lgment, 
is of so regular a conduct, so cheerful a dispositio11, and 
such sincere piety, that I think there can scarce be a man 
more likely to succeed in such an undertaking as this i~, 
if he had only the proper means. Ile has already written 
to the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, to beg 
they may supply him with some books, and particularly 
the complete New Testament in this language, if such a 
thing can be procured. But I believe his modesty, i11 the 
infancy of such a scheme, has prevented his <lcscanting 
so largely upon it as he would, if he \\'ere to open his 
mind. Ile has declared to me, however, ll'ith some 
energy, that he thought if some ·hundred impressions of 
the Persian New Testament, in a portable volume, with­
out any translation, could be printed off in England, either 
by subscription or any other means, they might be dis­
persed in this country amongst the Moors, in all human 
probability to great advantage.* The son of the nabob 
said to him one day-' Padre, we always regarded you 
Europeans as a most irreligious race of men, unacquainted 

* This is a striking nnticipation of the opinion nllerwnrds expressed 
upon this subject by the late Sir William Jones. 
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even with the nature of prayer, till you came and told us 
you had good people amongst you in Europe; si11ce you 
are come here, indeed, we begin to think better of you ! ' 
Iloth he (l\lr. Swartz) and your humble servant, begin 
now to be a little known among them; but I assure you, 
at first they seemed vastly surprised to find there was any 
thing rational in our faith, or that any of us pretended to 
holiness of life. l\Iohammed l'auith (the i\loorman I 
mentioned in a former letter) agreed 011cc so far with us, 
and tall<ed so loudly in praise of the 'Ingeel,' eren before 
his own countrymen, that I really thought he w:is going 
to tum Christian :-l\Ir. Swartz happening lo tell him the 
circumstance within his knowledge of an Euglishrnan 
having sent back some valuables from scruples of con­
scieuce,-he, (i\Iohammed,) in a large company of i\loor­
meu of rank, began to talk highly of our 'Eemahu,' 
(faith aurl religion,) and as a proof of the excellence of it, 
brought up this very circumstance; and at the cud of the 
narration he exclaimed, 'There's an Ecmalw for yon! 
where shall we find a l\lussulman that would do so ? ' 
He talked at this rate so long and so strenuously, that 
there was an unil'ersal report amongst the i\loormen, e\'en 
to the Nabob, that Mohammed Panah was going to be a 
convert of l\lr. Swartz; and upon this he found himself 
deserted by all his acquaintance, particularly his great 
ones, that before had reverenced him for his learning. 
This the old man had not strength to bear; and, resigning 
himself up to that passion which gets hold of us all, in 
some degree, • the fear of man,' he tacked about, and has 
ever since, in the presence of his ,co11111rymen, disputed 
against some of the principal points of Christianity with 
all his usual sophistry. 

"Who knows, however, what such a man might have 
done before now, if he had but ha<l 011e more to keep 
him in countenance 1 and who ca11 ~ay that he rnig-ht not 
ham had many more, if the New Testament had been 
known among them 1 All I have to beg of you, is, that 
you will procure for me one Persian New Testament at 
least, if possible; and as for the other scheme, you know 
best, whether you can at all promote it. I am well aware 
of the difficulty of bringing any snch thing about in the 
present age, and therefore scarcely know what to say to 
you upon the subject: you have the stale of the case, 
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however, and it is your particular province, you know, 
to discuss the merits of it. One thing you may do, per­
haps, viz.; if you are acquainted with any of the members 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, you 
may back what 1\1 r. Swartz has said in his letter with 
what I ha\·e said in this; and he, as well as the religion 
we profess, will both be much obliged to you. To a 
friend, what can I say more?'"" 

Though the early zeal of l\lr. Swartz and l\Tr. Cham­
bers, and the suuscqucnt attempts of the latter, were not 
successful in the important ouject to which the preceding 
letter refors, it is gratifying to know that more than one 
excellent tran~lation of the New Testament into the Per­
sian language has 1011g since been distributed in lndia,t 
and that many l\lohammedaus hare been convinced of its 
di,·inc inspiratio11, and instructed in its sacred truths by 
means of those i111"a)nable ll'orks. 

The testimony of the Nabob's son, to the exemplary 
piety of Swartz, as incidentally 1nen1ioncd by his Joung 
friend, who afterwards, like the excellent missionary, con· 
tributcd to raise the estimate of the European charncter in 
the nati\e miml, will 11ot fail to be appreciated as it de­
serves. 

·with what wisdom and kindness l\lr. Swartz expounded 
the doctrines of the Gospel, his journals frequently testify. 
Thus he rcliercd the fears which om Lord's declaration, 
(John vi. 4.t, No man can come unto me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him,) had excited in the 
mind of a sick soldier i11 the hospital at Ureju, who had 
been religiously dioposed in Europe, but whose good im­
pressions had been much effaced in India.• " Well," I 
said, " docs not the Father draw you by the word of his 
gracious Gospel, when you rea,l what Christ has done and 
suffered for you, what blessings lie has obtained for you, 
what promises he has gireu you, what help he has offered 
you, what divine exhortations he has addressed to you? 
Does not the Father draw you by all these? ilut you 
expect crery thing without using the appointed means. 
Humbly improve those means, and confide in him that he 
will impart to you more and more grace." 

• The constant conclusion of all Persian l~ttcrs. 
t Particularly that of the lamcnte<l Henry i\Jartyn. 
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"On the 13th, and two following days of Novem­
ber," says this pious and grateful observer of divine Provi­
dence, "I was engaged only with the children in the 
schools, nnd with a sick person ; the almost incessant rain 
preventing me from going out. The gracious God has 
copiously refreshed this district, so that the high lands, 
which cannot be watered by the river, are rendered fruit­
ful by the showers. Praised be God ! On the 20th, I 
went out early. It was a peculiarly pleasant morning; 
the beams of the sun, after the late rains, being doubly 
reviving. A henthen came to me, whom I affectionately 
entreated not to neglect so good a God, who created, pre­
serves, and redeemed us. During this month the brah­
mins and others repair to the river to bathe. On the 21 st, 
a vast multitude being assembled, I suggested to the 
brahmins, whether their outward washings could purify; 
and added, that the grent God had indeed prodded nnd 
revealed to mankind a divine method of purification from 
sin." 

The next day after, pointing out to a party of attentirn 
hearers the sin and folly of idolatry, and explaining the 
leading doctrines of divine truth, a brahmin snid, " We 
also have books and priests, and we must not depart from 
them. You do well to believe your law, and to instruct 
the ignorant; but that we, who hnrn learned something, 
should go over to you, can nernr be." " If a blind man," 
I replied, "pretend to show others the way, both must fall 
into the ditch. Yon have priests; but prove whether what 
they teach be truth or falsehood, light or darkness. To 
what purpose hns God given you understanding 1 Pray 
to him also that he would guide you to the knowledge of 
the truth. You well know how your priests i11struct. You 
will shortly ha1·e a festiral at Seringham, during which 
they will exhibit the obscene images and actions of your 
idols. Do you call that instructing in what is good 1 
Look nt the effects which such instructions produce. 
Is not yonr country overwhelmed with impurity 1 Upon 
this we seated ourselves under a tree, and I expounded a11d 
appropriated to them the parable of the prodignl son. 

" I ngnin visited the sick in the hospital. Some thought 
that this school of the cross had not been unblessed to 
them. In the afternoon, I was called to nn officer of the 
nabob, who wns born in the principality of Halbefstadt. 
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He was very ill, and his mind much distressed. An im­
prudent marriage, against which I had earnestly warned 
him, had injured him much both in body and soul, which 
he now deeply lamented. I directed him to Christ, and 
his blood of reconciliation, by which all our sins can be 
blotted out, and prayed with him." 

"December. A l\Iohammedan from the north, who 
wished to be a chief priest, visited me with his wife. We 
sat down before the church-door. lie inquired concerning 
the Christian doctrine, when that of the atonement was 
chiefly insisted on. He said, 'l\Iy mind is truly in doubt 
and anxiety.' 'Turn, then,' I replied, 'to him who can 
and will relieve you.' His followers went into the church, 
and performed their evening /devotions kneeling. This 
man has since visited me only twice. ' The nabob,' said 
another l\Iohammeilan, near him, ' is against it. \Vhat 
can we do?' To this a third, who is in the nabob's con­
fidence, assented. When I asked him, therefore, after­
wards, why he never came to me-' The times are such,' 
said he, ' that whoever converses with you must suffer for 
it.'" 

" l\lany among the heathen, also,'' Swartz observes in 
his letters to Dr. Francke and to the Society for Promot­
ing Christian Knowledge, "have owneil themseh-es con­
vinced in their hearts of the truth of the Christian religion, 
but the cross which they must take up as soon as they 
embrace Christianity, deters them from a public profes­
sion of it.'' Notwithstaniling these difficulties and discour­
agements, he adds, "I have baptized twenty-five ailults in 
the course of this year, received several Roman Catholics 
into the Protestant church, and five chililren have been 
born in the congregations. Some, especially of the women, 
so conduct themselves, that I have a good hope that the 
word of God has not been preached to them in vain. We 
exhort one another to this end, and trust that God will, 
according to his gooilness, permit us to behold with re­
joicing the days of harvest." 

" At the sacred festival of Christmas," thus Swartz con­
cludes his journal for the year l 7GO, " we endeavored to 
stir up ourselves and the congregations to faith, love, and 
thankfulness, by the blessed Gospel of the unspeakable 
love of God, as it is manifested in the incarnation of 
Christ;" and in a short letter, dated December 23, in 
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which he informs his friend, l\Ir. Chambers, that he had 
despatched the furniture which he had left at Trichinopoly, 
he thus expresses his grateful emotions on the return of 
that hallowed season. 

"I wish you may enjoy the fullness of grace, purchased 
for us by Jesus Christ. .l\Jay the good tidings raise your 
heart to holy joy, thankfulness, and lore! Remember me 
to all our friends." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Mr. Swartz's general occupations during the year 1770-Conversion 
of a Pandaum-Joumcy to Madras and Cuddalorc-Letters to 
Mr. Chambers-Devotional service with English soldiers at Trich­
inopoly-Further Letters to Mr. Chambers-Visit to Tanjore­
Extracts from his journal of conversations with natives~Return 
to Trichinopoly-Swartz visits the great mosque>, and addresses 
the l\Johammedans-Leller to Dr. Knapp, with a sketch of the 
proceedings of the year-Excitement of the Roman Catholics in 
Tanjore-His anxiety for a colleague. 

T11E year 1770 was spent, like the preceding, in diligent 
labors among the heathen and others, and in visiting his 
Christian brethren. " From the commencement to the 
end of this year," he observes, in his journal, "the gospel 
of God reconciled to us in Christ, has been preached to 
the poor heathen in Trichinopoly, Seringham, and the sur­
rounding villages. Daily, morning and afternoon, have 
the catechists gone forth, and sowed the seed of the word • 
of God. In the afternoons' 1 have myself accompanied 
one of them. The conviction among many thousand 
heathen and Roman Catholics is certainly remnrkahle, so 
that they even speak of it among one another. The fear 
of man, howernr, and other similar causes, keep them 
back. Notwithstanding, may God yet have mercy on 
them ! In addition to my employment in the schools 
throughout the year, except during two months, in which 
I travelled to l\ladras, I have in the mornings held prepar• 
ations with various natives, heathen and Roman Catholic, 
for receiving them into the communion of our church." 

With respect to some of his converts, he reports the 
most pleasing and satisfactory proofs of sincerity ; while 
as to others, he with equal ingenuousness acknowledges 
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the superficial and temporary nature of their profession of 
Christianity. Among other instances of success he par­
ticularly mentions the following. 

"A young Pandnram, who for nearly se,·cn years had 
resorted to all the celebrated pagodas and reputed sacred 
waters, without finding rest to his soul, was accosted by 
us one afternoon near the rirer. He had, he said, often 
entertained doubts as lo the whole of the heathen cere­
monies. A Roman Catholic had gi,·en him a little brazen 

•crucifix; this he had carried about him, and often, as he 
told us, had placed it before him, and worshipped. ' To­
day,' he sai<l, 'I was al the river, and beholding the 
numerous pagodas of Seringham, I thought within myself, 
Whal is all this 1 What can it avail'/ Just as I was 
thinking thus, your catechists approached and recommen­
ded Christianity to me. I will now sec what effect your 
doctrines will have. If I discorer in them any thing 
better than I hare found in heathenism, l will cheerfully 
embrace them.' \Ve recommended him to remain with 
us a fortnight, and attend to the Christian doctrines with 
becoming seriousness and praJer; honestly lo state the 
doubts he might at any time entertain; and when he had 
in some degree ascertained the nature of Christianity, to 
determine what he would do. lie was pleased with the 
proposal, and attc11dr,d daily to what was addressed to 
those who were uuder a course of catechetical prepara­
tion ; and at length rnluntarily laid aside his Pnndaram's 
habit, and ga,·e up his string of a particular kind of corn, 
which both Pagans and ltornish Christians use as a rosary. 
He learned with diligence, and began 10 pray, bei11,!! daily 
present when I prayed with my serrant morning and e,·en­
ing. After holy baptism, he requested that an opportunity 
might be afforded him of again learn in~ lo read, which he 
had previously been taught, hut hacl forgotten. He has 
now been with us four months, and nothing inconsistent 
has been perceived in him. The knowledge of Christ will 
ren.dcr him truly zealous and sincere.'' 

The journey to Madras, alluded to in the preceding 
extract, occupied the months of February and l\Jarch; 
"but as I did not l<eep n perfect diary," says this con­
scientious missionary in his journal for the year, " I have 
passed it by, from an apprehension that much might be 
now written that-was not accurate, and consequently not 

12 
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according to truth. On tho whole journey, repentance 
towards God, ancl faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, were 
proclaimed to the heathen and to the Roman Catholics; 
anrl at the request of my brethren, I visited the different 
and distant congregations in the country, in order to 
impress upon their hearts a word of exhortation." 

From Cuddalore, on his return to Trichinopoly, Swartz 
thus addressed his friend, l\lr. Chambe1s. 

"In my journey I have frequently considered your 
synagogue, ( remember me to that gentleman who used 
that fine expression,) and wished you ,livine blessing. 
But as in every Jewish synagogue at least ten persons 
were requisite to keep up divine service, so I wish you 
may increase in ten times ten hundred, and if possible, 
thousand. Let Jesus be your high priest ancl preacher. 
Grow in him, and what l told you last, keep in memory, 
or rather in constant practice. Read frequently John 
xvii. 3, 11, 15, JG, 21; fru na1•u, i',, wu,, xu/h~, uv 

I J ) \ ' \ I \ r, \ ' \ ) r - r, 
nUTf(l El' f,uo, 'X\'-)'W :;,, aor, t11 cx Y.<H uv101, EJI 'Yjµ,v fJJ 

ului, ;:,,a O xda,uor; rrcart-iicr!l f3ri aV /lE (L,1f1J1E1).r,;. Let 
us, therefore, according to that heavenly pattern and 
divine admonition, strive to be one-

" One in doctrine, 
One in adhering to Christ, 
One in loving l~im, 
One in despising and renouncing the world, 
One in loving one another, 
One in hearing the cross. 
"As God has made us equal in the share of the most 

glorious benefits of the gospel, as hating gi1·e11 us one 
.,.ospel, one baptism, 011e hope, one glo1ious l{edeemer, 
~o he has thereby designed us to be the same in brotherly 
love. And as without joint prayer that brotherly lore 
cannot hP kept in pro1wr vigor, let us endeavor tu keep 
up that holy exercise. 

" We poor pilgrims nt Trichinopoly hope to he benefited 
by your hearty ~11pplicnt1ons. Brethren, prny for us. 
Salute the brethren in the Lord. Grace he with you ! 
Have salt in yourselves, anu peace with the salt! 

"Cud<lnlorC', March 30, 1770." 

An ex.tract from another letter relating to the Chris-
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tian Society rcforrc<l to in the preceding, may properly 
follow it. 

"That yon arc united in a brotherly manner, has 
rejoiced me 1·cry much. Such ' Collcgia Biblica,' as we 
were nscd to call them, were the lrn~inning of that exten­
sive blc~~ing iu Germany.* l\lr. Spcner first instituted 
them, when he was chaplain at Dresden. Aftcn\·ards 
l\Ir. Francke, i\Jr. Anthony, and others, followed the good 
example of illr. Spcncr at Leipzig, and from thence it 
became more fashionable. As yon kindly desire my 
ad1·ice in this matter, I will freely ofTcr it, knowing that 
friends receive C\'ery thin~ of that nature, though they 
have a right, nay arc obliged, to pro1·e every thing accord­
ing to the infallible rule of holy Scripture. I could wish, 
that when, after reading the chapter of the 11ible, you 
begin lo expound it, crcry mcmhcr might contribute some­
thing. In this manner you might all learn to prophesy. 
The spirits of the prophets arc subject to the prophets, 
as you all know. Likewise in respect of the prayer, one 
might undertake it one Snnclay, another the next, so your 
gift might become beneficial to all. I confess the joint 
prayer of my brethren has been highly edifying to me, 
and even them, when the pcrsou who prayed displeased 
himself. The reading of the sermon, likewioe, should 
not always be by one. The worlrl will also ha,·e less to 
censure. Yours is a brotherly society ; none is greater, 
none less; all upon that noble ground of humility, and 
brotherly forbearance. Auel this <lil'inc humility will keep 
c1·ery member from ce11~uring or gainsaying his brother. 
If humility and ~incerity gonirn your society, you will 
hal'e, I cheerfully hope, a great blessing. 0 that the 
Spirit from on high might come upon us all, that the 
barren might become fruitful, the weak strong, and the 
mourners rcjoicing ! Salute your dear brethren in the 
Lord, and let this plain epistle be read, if you please, 
by them. J\ly heart aucl lorn arc with }'OU. Remember 
us in our desert, that here the waters of life may like­
wise flow. 

"Trichinopoly, l\Iay 141 1770." 

• About the year 16SG. 
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"That our frieuJ, Mr. -- improves in the knowleJge 
of Christ, is a matter of great joy. Blessed be GoJ, who 
raises up himself a seeJ in your place! .May Jesus reign 
in all your hearts ! The blessing of being uniteJ in the 
Lord is so great, that no angel's tongue can declare or 
explain it s1111icie11tly. Stick, therefore, dose to it. Small 
inadvertencies in a brother ought to be overlooked. I feel 
at present what it is to have and to lose a companion in 
the road to heaven. It -is an invaluable treasure. In 
proportion as you grow uniteJ, edifying one another in 
all simplicity and brotherly ]o\·e, you will experience an 
internal growth in faith, hope, joy, and strength. May 
the Lord Jesus be in the midst of your assembly, invig­
orating and strengthening you by his Spirit! 

"Trichinopoly, July IG, 1770." 

"Dr. Gordon goes to-day to l\ladras. I have given him 
six hundred star pagodas to Jeliver to l\lr. F--, being 
the estate of 1\1 rs. H-- and her orphans. ,v ithin ten 
days, he will be with you. As soon as he comes, you 
will kindly take care to get the money, and to make out a 
bond. Do you go on in your 'Collegio Biblico?' This 
evening I read before the soldiers, Acts xix. 'Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost?' Let us examine our hearts 
and lives frequently, and try whether we can humbly 
answer the question in the affirmative. 

"l\Jay God pc;rnr out his Spirit upon us, so as to create 
in us a universal hatred of sin, a true and strong hunger 
and thirst after Jesus and his righteousness, together with 
a willingness to bear his cross! 

"Sainte all the brethren in the LorJ. Grace be and 
remain with you ! 

"Trichinopoly, August 30, 1770." 

Of the derntional service with the so!Jiers alluded to in 
the preceding extract, Swartz gires an interesting account 
in his journal, and in a letter to Dr. Knapp. 

" When I return in the e\·ening from my customary 
excursion among the heathen, I )!old a prayer meeting· 
with the English soldiers. This, God has graciously not 
left without a blessing. A chapter from the New Testa­
ment is read, some verses expounded, and the services 
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concluded ll'ith some practical advice. Many attend this 
evening prayer, and twenty of them ha1•e united in de\'Q~­
ing themsclres sincerely to the Lord; and, to confirm their 
resolution, have received the holy sacrament. These, 011 

Sundays, after public service, hold a special prayer-meet­
ing, in which they encourage thernsel\"Cs by singing the 
evangelical hymns of the blessed Watts, and, in their 
own words, pour out their l,earts before God. The 
mutual agreement amon~ them is, that if any one lives in 
known si11, he is admonished, rcprored, and, on failin!! to 
amend, is to be excluded from this special meeting. The 
gracious God direct his eye towards them, increase their 
number, and guide them by his Holy Spirit, to the glory 
of his name, and the edification of each other!" 

The two following letters to l\lr. Chambers, in the 
autumn of this yc.ir, beautifully illustrate the piety and 
humility of Swanz. 

"1\1}' dear Fricnd,-Your kincl letter I reeei1·ed several 
days ago, by T,1sunaick, together with the piece of broad­
cloth. I thank yon for your tender (I might almost say 
too tender) regard for me, poor ~inner; l wish-nay, 
pray heartily, that ycm may always appear clothed with 
the righteousness of your divi11e Redeemer. Just now we 
considered, to our mutual edilication, in our erening 
prayer, that excellent chapter, Rom. v. 'Being therefore 
justified by faith, we have peace with God tl1rough our 
Lord Jesus Christ; rejoice in the hope of glory ; rejoice 
eve11 in tribulation.' What inestimable blessings are 
these ! and all purcl1ased by Christ, and given freely to all 
hungry and thirsty souls! 0 that we might open our 
mouths wide and be filled ! As I read you once that 
passage in the garde11, so I could not help rellccting 011 it; 
nay, I shall remember you as often as I read it. i\lay the 
Spirit of God be poured out in our hearts, and may he 
display to 11s the inconceivable wonders of the grace of 
God towards us! 

"Your boys arc now, no doubt, with you. I hope and 
pray that they may be serviceable to )'OU. Let me by­
nnd-by hear of them. I forgot to mention the last time 
that I hal'e sent my palanquin to Madras. l\Ir. Evers, the 
nabob's officer, borrowed it from me. You are welcome 

12 • 
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to it. As soon as you desire it, he is to let you have it. 
You may gi\·e him your palanquin. l\Iay the Go<l of all 
grace strengthen you lo do his will in all re~pects ! l\ly 
best wishes to all our friends. I remain your affectionate 
frien<l and fellow pilgrim. 

"Trichinopoly, September 18, 17;0." 

"l\ly <lear Friend,-It is now a good while since I 
wrote a line. It was the C\'euing when I had bceu rea<l­
ing at our meeting the 2d chapter of the Epistle to the 
Galatians. Now I ha\·e been reading the 2d chapter 
of the lle\•clatious, and considere<l the first Epistle sent 
to the angel of Ephesus. Ilow many things doth our 
Saviour approre of, which \\'ere conspicuous in the char­
acter of that bishop. Ncvcrthele~s, he had against him 
that he ha<l left the first lore. lle still <lid many lau<lable 
things, but the principle from which they flowe<l was no 
more that pure and ferrcnt lorn which formerly used to 
move and influence him. Ilis heart became somewhat 
col<l and indifferent, and be pcrformc<l many things more 
from custom than lo\'C. I cannot say how that tender and 
mournful complaint move<l me. 1t was as if Jesus stood 
before me, telling me, I have that against t!tee. l\ly heart 
was quite melted down. Y cs, no doubt, too many things, 
otherwise good in themselres, are <lone without that noble 
spirit of love. 0 that my heart might bleed for that un­
accountable coldness with respect to the love I owe to my 
blessed Redeemer ; I repent of it sincerely, though not so 
as I wish, remembering how great the fall is. But how 
cheering is the promise, which that belo\·ed Redeemer 
gives to all those who overcome that col<lncss, and stril'e 
to be fervent in love. They shall 'cat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of God ; they shall 
enjoy the sweet favor and love of God; they shall see an<l 
taste how good the Lord is.' l\Iay this inestimable 
promise keep up a fire of love in our bre:ist ! l\lay \\'C 

condemn all coldness and mere formality in religious 
exercises! I hope your heart is burning with the lo\'e of 
Christ, as the heart of the disciples in the road to Emmaus. 
Indeed, materials to kin<lle that fire iu us are not wanting, 
provided we take care an<l be vigilant. Let us, then, 
mutually excite one another as long as we have opporlu­
nity; and let not the multiplicity of business damp that 
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holy flame, which ought to be burning continunlly. i\ly 
heart wishes you may be always a shining light! Amen! 
Be it so!" 

It is impossible not to feel, in reading this exquisite 
letter, how true it is, that the best and holiest Christians 
are invariably the most humble. Few, perhaps, ever 
retained their first and earliest ferrnr of divine lo,'e in 
all its freshness and vigor, through a longer series of years 
than this admirable man. Yet with what tenderness and 
depth of feeling docs he lament his deficiency and failure! 
Surely this is an example of genuine Christian alfection, 
which ought powerfully to appeal to the hearts of many 
who must be conscious of far greater declensions in the 
lo,·e of Christ than any which he so pathetically deplores. 
I\Iay the reflection tend at once to humble an<l to an­
imate us! 

After the brief summary of his labors during this year, 
already noticed, I\Ir. Swartz gives a more detailed account 
of them during the last four months of it, in his journal. 

On the !.Ith of October he left Trichinopoly on a visit 
to Tanjore. IIe was accompanied on this journey by 
the native catechist Sredtinaicken, who was born there. 
Having reached Klicotta, they conversed with a number 
of heathens, i\Iohammedans, and Romish Christians, on 
the important subject of the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and his Son Jesus Christ. "While engaged," Swartz 
observes, " in this conversation, a poor widow came and 
asked alms. They referred her to me ; upon which I 
said, ' God has shown mercy to every one of us, and thus 
teaches us our duty to one another. You ha,·e sent this 
poor widow to me; be not, then, hard-hearted, but let us 
all contribute somethinQ", and gladden her heart.' But, 
alas ! no one of them would give any thing." He alone 
relieved her. The next day he arrirnd at Tanjore, and 
accompanied his friend, captain Berg, who had met him 
on the way, to his house. 

On Sunday the 14th he preached in the morning to the 
Tamul Christians, next to the Portuguese, and in the after­
noon to a few Germans who were there, from i\Iatt. xxii. 
3-1, on the genuine love of God, evidenced by its fruits. 
" The day being cool," he says, "I went round the fort, 
the poor heathen collecting in numbers to hear the word 
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of God. After conversing with them, a l\loha111medan 
approached, and asked me, ' What was the di!Terence 
between his religion and mine.' To \\'hich I replied, 
'We both have a heavy burthen of sin to carry. You 
harn noue to remove it; but we have, in Jesus Christ, a 
powerful deli1·erer.'" 

"011 the IUth," he continues, "I repaired to the river, 
where, during this month, the brahmins assemble daily, 
and read the history of Ram to the numerous attc11ding 
natires. 011 the way thither I met the rajah's arikar, 
whose duty it is to report to him ernry day whatever he 
sees extraordinary. 'Tell the king,' said I,' that you saw 
me, and that I testify to great and small, that they should 
turn from dumb idols to the living God; and that from 
my heart I wish that the king would in this respect set 
his subjects a good example.' 'Good, good,' he replied, 
'I will tell him.' 

" The brahmins sat in rows by the river. As I ap­
proached, one said, 'Gil'e something to the brahmins.' 
'Well,' saicl I,' first gil'e me some useful instruction­
teach me what relates to my welfare, and the11 I will give 
you something gladly.' Another said, 'This is our advice, 
that if you gil'e money to the brahmins, you shall prosper.' 
'Is that all'/' I replied; 'do you know 11othi11g more than 
that?' I then copiously unfolded the perfections of the 
great Go<l, and our· obligation to worship and sene him 
only, our ingratitude and disobedience, the one method of 
reeonciliatinu with him, the holiness and happiness con­
sequent upon cordially acquiescing in it. l\1any listened 
in silence. The brahmius afterwards strongly commended 
my doctrine-, and the people testified their satisfaction. 

" Farther on," he conti11ues, " I sat down under a 
shady tree. The ril'er was skirted with a bor<ler of 
verdant shrubs, and all looked fresh and green after the 
abundant min. l\ly henrt was quite exhilarated hy the 
view of Go<l's lovely creation. i\lany heathe11s approached, 
one of \\'hom ~aid, ' What you were teaching yonder is 
right and good.' Upon this I <leclared to them the cou11sel 
of God, an<l testified to them that we must, in a short 
time, appear lie fore the J u<lge of all mankind, to give an 
account of our conduct; and that they would rue it ever­
lastingly, if they rejected the truth. A young man said, 
'I will hear the truth.' 
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" In the afternoon, I addressed the people at the en­
trance of the fort, where they surrounded and listened to 
me as long as I continued speaking. 0 that God would 
give them an obedient heart! On my return, a Moham­
medan frankly said, ' The people talk of you very 
strangely, asserting that you come here to draw them 
over to your religion.' I replied, 'They say what is per­
fectly true. I wish I could persuade them all to turn to 
the lil'ing God.' ' So, then,' said he, 'you arow that to 
be.your object 1 "' 

It is remarkable that, though at the period of this con­
versation there was undoubtedly some risk in openly 
avowing, more particularly to a l\Iohammedan, the inten­
tion and the earnest wish to conrnrt the nati\"es to Chris­
tianity, so prudent a man as Swartz did not hesitate to 
make such a confession. It is al once a striking proof of 
the simplicity of his aim, and the strength of his faith, and 
of the general coufidencc which the iutegrity and r.xcel­
lence of his character had conciliated, that it was followed 
by no reproach, and by 110 attempt to interrupt or coun­
teract his exertions. 

On the 21 st Swartz preached, as on the preceding 
Sunday, in Tamul and Portuguese, and allerwards ad­
dressed the Germans from Matthew ix. I. In the even­
ing he took his usual walk, accompanied by two l\loham­
medans, who said, "The peoplefare fond of you.'' This 
led to a conrersation respecting the grace of God, and the 
way in which the forgi1·eness of sin is to be obtained. 
The next day, having gone early to the river, among many 
of the nati1·es who joined him one of them said," It is 
our fate to be heathens, and a convenient season must 
first arril'e before we can change our religion.'' "You 
speak," said he, "of blind fate, which JOU must yourself 
acknowledge to be el'il, yet you reject a better dispensa­
tion, against your own knowledge and conviction. Can 
you suppose that the Almighty, to w!iom JOU will hal'C to 
render an account, will accept this as au excuse 1 The 
time will come when you will regret hal'ing rr.fused the 
means of salvation. It is the fear of men which keeps 
you in boudage." To the last observation they assented. 

In the afternoon a large number assembled near the 
fort to hear him. One of them, n li1·ely young man, said, 
"Show me God, that I may see him, and I will become 
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your disciple." Mr. Swartz replied, " You speak like a 
sick man, who wishes to become well without taking rnecl-
1cme. There is a sure way revealed by God himself; 
follow it, and you will see him. This consists in self­
abasement and poverty of spirit, in repentance, meekness, 
and humility, in hungering and thirsting after righteous­
ness." He then asked the young man whether he would 
choose this way. lie went away like another mentioned 
in the gospel, aclmowledging that this way was too diffi­
cult. 

The day following, Swartz met with a learned Ilindoo, 
at one of the resting houses, who took him by the hand, 
and expressed great satisfaction in seeing him, promising 
at the same time to be obedient to the truth, should he 
be convinced of it. Several sentences in the Tamul lan­
guage being visible on the wall, the Hindoo read them. 
The substance was nearly as follows. 

" Our ancestors have been taught to observe many 
ceremonies, and have c!ied. IIe will be the true priest 
who can confer immortality." ",vhat say you to this," 
said the missionary 1 " Do you indeed desire true and 
happy immortality? If so, you may attain it." The 
Hindoo declared that the immortality he wished to pos­
sess, consisted in being exempt from pain, sickness, and 
death, and, whenever he was so inclined, (such was his 
expression,) in being able to make an excursion to the 
moon. "Your first care," rejoined Swartz, " should be 
this: how, as a poor, guilty sinner, you m:iy be recon­
ciled to God." " I know no sin," he exclaimed, "and 
wish for superior instruction from you." " Ah," said 
Swartz, " I perceive that you arc full of conceit-the 
chief knowledge you want is self-knowledge." 

On the 31st of October, he left Tanjore, and the next 
day arrived safely at Trichinopoly. On the 15th of No­
vember he visited the great mosque, and adclressP.d the 
assembled l\fohammedans on the true way of obtaining 
grace. Their legend respecting this mosque, is, that it 
contains the remains of a celebrated fakir named Natter, 
distinguished for his extraordinary miraculous powers 
displayed there about seven hundred years ago. It is 
frequented by the l\lohammeclans every afternoon, par­
ticularly on a Thnrsday, to worship Goel at the tomb of 
this pretended saint. One of the superintendents told 
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l\lr. Swartz, that "the annual income of this temple 
amounted to about two thousand rupees, a sum insuf­
ficient to support the 11umcrous families residing in its 
vicinily; which," he added, '' occasioned continual quar­
rels." Two l\Iohammcdans, who spoke Persian \'cry 
fluently, co1ll'crsed with him, and greatly extolled the 
merit of good works. Swartz obser\'ed, "lhat the real 
foundation for the remission of sins was Christ's merit 
and satisfaction. I will not," said he, " detain you with 
long di~cussions, as you have just quoted the Persian pro­
verb, ' He who disputes loses every time a drop of blood 
from his liver.' I will, therefore, simply state the truth 
as re\'Caled lo us in the gospel. We arc sinners, and 
desen·e the wrath of God. Consider his pure and holy 
nature. The more we think of God and ourselves, the 
more we must be convinced, that either we must suffer 
ourselres the punishment due to our sins, or that another 
person duly qualified must endure it in our stead. This 
person is no other than Jesus Christ. God has made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin ; accepting out of infi­
nite compassion his atonement, which be has sullicicntly 
demonstrated by his resurrection. He is now the founda­
tion of all grace; so that uuless you seek through him 
the forgil'Cncss of your sins, the guilt will rest 11po11 your­
sclrcs, and you must bear the punishme11t." 1Ia1·i11g 
then explained how the doctrines of repentance, faith, 
a11d goclliness, all spring from this reconciliation with God 
through Christ, the eldest of the ;\lohammcdans, who had 
listened in silence, at lc11gth said, "You hare it one way, 
and 11·c another;" but the other ohscrred, " that t\loham­
mcd abo taught, that Iman, or faith, lies at the foundation 
of good works." 

[ 11 a letter to Dr. Knapp, dalell Trichinopoly, .T anuary 
22, I ii I, in which he gives a fkctch of his procee,lings 
during the past year, Sll'artz thus speaks of himself and 
his catechists. 

" Ily the grace of Gud I am fully determiner! implicitly 
to follow the S:ll'ionr, in whatever way it may please him 
to make use of my poor services. 

"God has supported me and my natirn as,istants in a 
\'Cry signal manner. The latter are perfecdy well, and 
zealous in prosecuting the work of God. There arc the; 
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1st, Devanesen, (Theophilus,) a man of quiet, peaceable 
disposition; 2d, his son, Rayappen, who formerly had 
been my servant, but condlicted himself with so much 
propriety, that I appointed him schoolmaster; 3d, S:cd­
tinaicke11, a man i11 his fiftieth year, of a very cheerful 
and happy temper, who has a peculiar gift in conl'ersing 
with all kinds of people; 4th, lgnasimulta, thirty years of 
age, who is very anxious to make known Christ ; and 
lastly, Dewasagayam, whom I lately engaged on account 
of his piety, and ability in teaching others. Each re­
ceives monthly two pagodas, which is little enough to 
support themselves and their families. They are a great 
comfort to me, and each of them possesses qualities which 
render him useful in his department. During the last 
year I had many papists and heathens under instruction. 
One of the assistants is then always present to teach the 
catechumens. The others I send to teach in the Yillages, 
which they do very willingly. In the afternoo11s one of 
them accompanies me in my walks to converse with the 
natives, and he addresses Christians and heathens in my 
presence. I hal'e often been surprised at the great pro-. 
priety with which they apply passages of the New Testa­
ment, lo point out the superiority of Christian doctrine. 

" In the English school I hai-e forty children, who am 
taught by, two pious soldiers, and I daily examine them 
myself for an hour. In the l\lalabar school, thirty chil­
dren, of whom twenty-six receirn a monthly gratuity of 
half a rupee. In the forenoon they are instructed in 
reading and Christian knowledge; in the afternoons they 
are taught 11elting, that they may Le accustomed to some 
employment." 

In mentioning his journey to Tanjore, in October of 
this year, i\lr. Swartz informs Dr. Knapp, that the Roman 
Catholics appeared to be much excited by his ,·isit, and 
requested him lo hold a conference with their Paclre on 
the doctrines of Christianity, in their presence. To this 
he williu)!ly asse11led, laying down three excellent rules to 
be obsencd cluriug the discussion, l'iz., that it 8houl<l be 
conducted in the spirit of kincl11ess and charity; that the 
appeal sho11l1l be exclusively to the word of Goel; and that 
correct minutes of the arguments should be made in 
writing, so that the whole might be reviewed. When the 
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day, howel'er, appointed for the interview arri\·ed, the 
Romish Padre, much to the displeasure of his people, de­
clined making his appearance. Swartz contented himself 
with expounding to those who had assembled, several 
beautiful p:i.ssages of Scripture, such as l\Iatt. v. 1-10; 
John xiv. U; 2 Cor. iv. 1 ; I Tim. iv. G; l\latt. ii. 28; and 
some of his hearers expressed their conviction, that if a 
missionary were settled at Tanjore, many would attach 
themselrns to the truth. He concludes this letter, as he 
did one of nearly the same date to the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Knowledge, with an earnest wish for 
additional aid in his mission. 

"The king," he says, " having once desired that I 
would settle at Tanjore, it might be well to make the 
attempt. Who knows whether the hand of God might 
not be with us, and many be relieved from their wretched 
state 1 

" Had I a colleague here, I might be absent for some 
months. But if any thing be done in Tanjore, a mission­
ary must be constantly resident there. I have mentioned 
the subject to the honoralile society. l\lay God in his 
mercy for Christ's sake direct all things to the glory of his 
name!" 

13 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Letter to l\lr. Chambers at the commencement of the year 1771-
The convert Nyanapracasam-Progress of the mission-Death of 
a pious English soldier-Residence at Trichinopoly-Letters to 
Mr. Chambers-Attack by the Nabob and the English on Tanjore 
-Peace restored-Swartz's allusion to these events-Violence of 
the Roman Catholics against Nyanapracasam-The conduct of 
Mr. Swartz upon this occasion-His preservation from an explo­
sion of the powder magazine in the fort-His reflections on the 
event-Conversion of Sattianaden, and of a very aged man-Visit 
to Tanjore-lnterview with the Rajah-Performs the marriage 
ceremony in the palace-Account of this, and of the Rajah­
Letters to l\lr. Chambers respecting one of his former servants, a 
convert lo Christianity-Swartz declines an invitation from the 
Rajah for a political object. 

Tu E recor<l of J\lr. Swartz's proceedings during the year 
1771, cannot he more appropriately commenced than by 
the followi11g letter to l\lr. Chambers. 

11 l\Iy dear Friend,-This is the first lettrr ll'rilc you 
this new year. 0 may Jesus he glorified in yonr precious 
soul, so as to be your "·isdom, righteonsne~s, sanc1ifica1ion, 
and reclemption ! \Ve were reading aud meditating this 
evening on Col. ii., wherein Jesus is set forth a~ our 
all-the sum, the centre, and fountain of all our bliss. 
\Vhatsocl"er we want \\'C find in him; and arc, as the 
apor-tle says, 'complete in him.' In him 1\"e arc circum­
cised, by putting away the body of sin, which is tlrn true 
~piritual circumcision; in him we arc liuriccl, by being 
baptizccl in his name; in him we arc raised from tile dead, 
by believing in him, and· his divine rceurrcction; hy him 
we arc quickened with a true sense of the pa1ernd faror 
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of God, having our sins pardoned. If, then, we hal'e all 
in our divine Redeemer, how just and comfortable is the 
conclusion, that we arc not to look out for any happiness 
in the new moons, &c. ,vhy should we run to the 
shadow, having and possessing the body? Why should 
we complain of want of comfort or strength, having Jesus1 
Let us stir up one another to a faithful adhering to the 
fountain of all our bliss. Ilut let us receive him entirely 
as our all-love, serve, and glorify him as such by our 
whole life. Amen, be it so! l\Iay this year prore to us 
both, and Lo our friends, a year of blessing, and peace, 
and strength ! " 

During the whole of this year, with the exception of a 
few days, Swartz held preparatory catechetical lectures 
from eight till cleren o'clock, ancl obserrns in his journal, 
that many of the catechumcns occasioned him much joy. 
Among those who attended his first preparation was the 
young Pandaram,* who had been so anxiously in pursuit 
of religious truth, and who had so ingenuously rcsoked 
on listening to his instructions. "To me and all the 
catechists," says Swartz, 11 he has been a real joy. His 
desire after the word of God, and his sincere lore of 
prayer, as well as his kind and charitable disposition, liave 
been clearly erinced. An ollicer who is sick, told me 
that he heard him pray every night about twelve o'clock 
for an hour together; a custom which in the simplicity of 
his mind he has since continued." This young man, who 
was of a good caste, receirnd at his baptism the name of 
Nyanapraci1sam, (spiritual light,) and was added as a 
sixth to the number of the catechists. 

This year the aged Schinappen, one of the first con­
\·erts at Trichinopoly, by the ministry ol" l\Ir. Kohlhoff, 
had the gratification of seeing all his relatives, with their 
families, attend Swartz's preparation as catechnmcns. 
l\lany inst:rnces of conversion amongst the Roman Cath­
olics and heathens occurred, the sincerity of which was 
strikingly prored by resistance to erery species of allure­
ment and persecution. "The increase in the congrega­
tion," he nbserrns, "has been greater than in the pre­
ceding year, one hundred and forty persons in all having 

• See page I 33. 
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been added to it. ,ve ha1·c also remarked more of the 
work of God in the hearts of the catechumens, which 
has encouraged ns cheerfully to persevere. The Lord 
strengthen us daily in faith, love, and hope, that we may 
go on from strength to strength, and zealously promote 
l1is work in humility of heart, and depcndeucc on his 
blessing!" 

Among the English soldiers, the blessing of God had 
been remarkably e1·ident; and the little company of the 
sincerely pious and de1·otcd, which had increased to thirty, 
were eminently useful both in visiting the sick, and iu 
accrediting and adorning the profession of Christiauity iu 
the estimation of aH around them. An interesting me­
morial of the death of one of those pious men is recorded 
in Swartz's journal. The first of them was an English­
man, who had during se\'eral years lived as a true Chris­
tian. "There was a manliness," he says, "in his whole 
deportment. The Gospel of Christ was precious to him, 
and produced a settled peace and holy courage in his 
heart. This year he became sick. His pious companions 
visited him diligently. His mind was perfectly composed, 
and he longed for the holy communion, which was admin­
istered to his edification. Some hours before his death, 
I visited him, aud found l1im in a most happy frame. 
'l\Iy sins,' said he, 'are forgiven me of God for Christ's 
sake; my heart has rest and peace ; the enemy has no 
power 01·er me. I look forward with complacency to a 
blessed eternity. I would not exchange with the king of 
England. 0 the poor world, that it could but reflect 
what a blessed thing Christianity is'.' Then turning to 
me, he said, 'And J thank you, my friend, for having 
made Jesus Christ known to me.' 

" At last he repeated several times that beautiful sen­
tence, ' Into thy hands I commend my spirit; thou hast 
redeemed me, 0 Lord God uf truth ! ' " 

His residence at Trichinopoly was, indeed, an interest­
ing spot. Daily he asscmLlcd his catechists, who were 
not on stations too rr.mote, and instructed them how to 
explain the truths of Christianity, and to address the 
natives in a mild and winning manner; "Trying," to 
adopt his own expressions, "whether they might not ho 
so happy as to bring some of their wandering fellow 
creatures into the way of truth.'' In the morning, the 
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catechists joined with him in prayer, and in meditating 
on the word of God ; after which el'Cry one was directed 
whither to go that day. In the evening, they gave an 
account of their labors, and the •day closed as iL began, 
with meditation and prayer. During the day, many of 
the natil'Cs, of various ranks, came to visit and converse 
with him, as well as officers of the garrison, who esteemed 
his character, and courted his society. The widow of one 
of them,* who still survives, and at whose table Swartz 
was a welcome guest, bears the following pleasiug testi­
mony to him. 

"No time can efface the remembrance of that remark­
able man : more than half a century is since gone over 
my head ; yet his features, his sweetness of temper, and 
kind and courteous manners, are still before me; his in­
formation was great and various, and whether he spoke 
of religion or of the world, it was delightful to listen 
to him." 

The two following letters continue his pious and inter­
esting correspondence with l\lr. Chambers. 

"l\Iy dear Friend,-1 have recei\'Cd your kind letter, 
and praise God for all the blessings he besloll's on you, 
and for all the assistance he vouchsafes you in difficult 
circumstances. This evening we were edifying ourselves 
with Rev. vii. wherein we read of the great uuml.Jer of 
those that were sealed, standing before the throne, clothed 
in white robes and palms in their hands. 0 may we 
always be found in the while robes of the innocence and 
rio-hteousness of our blessed Redeemer, and may ll'e in 
hi~ strength be able to conquer all the temptations \\'e find 
ourselves surrounded with every day ! It is altogether 
cheering to consider that such vile and corrupted creatures 
as we are, shall be adorned in so splendid a manner, aud 
that in the strength of our Saviour we, who are so frail, 
shall become conquerors. See how the angels and elders, 
and the four living creatures bless and praise God, ascrib­
ing to him all power, glory, and thanksgi1·ing. Let us 
join with them, every day giving all glory to him ! Amen, 
be it so! 

"Concerning the boy Jacob, I can say so much, that 

• General Home. 
13 • 
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within a year and a half we ha\"c observed nothing ~f that 
chilclish or trifling bchavior, so common amongst those 
people, (the lndo-l'ortuguese ;) but then I must likell'ise 
couless, that I lnve not obserrcd real Christianity. Ile 
attend:; religious exercises, bnt the power of godliness I 
cannot obsen·e. I have often talked to him privately, 
laying before him the danger, and my apprehension, of 
his falling into the same vices with other Portuguese. 
flut he has assured me that he hoped Goel would p1csene 
him. This is all I can say of him. l\Iay the Spirit of 
Jesus draw· his heart to a sincere conversion ! I have 
not mentioned a syllabic of your intention to him. D.:i 

now as God guicles you. Be happy in him, who cloth and 
will love you. 

"Trichi11opoly, May 11, liil." 

The next letter contains an animated exposition of St. 
Paul's* eloquent description of the Christian panoply; a 
passage of scripture peculiarly adaptccl to the situation of 
Christians like Swartz and his corresponclcnt, amiclst the 
strong holds of the prince of cl:irkncss. 

"My dear Friend,-Though I have not written to you 
for some time, ron are in my thoughts, I may say, crery 
day. I wish and pray that you may 'be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might.' Without him we 
arc nothing, and cun do nothing. But being united to 
him and his Spirit, we shall be strong so as to gain the 
victory over all our enemies. This strength, which comes 
from our Lord, we need every day and hour, on account 
of our enemies. 'For ll'e wrestle not against flesh and 
bloorl,' or weak men only, 'but against principalities, 
against powers, agaimt the rulers of the darkness of 
tliis world, against ~piritual wickeclness in high places.' 
St. Paul describes the enemies, their power and malice, 
in a true, that is, terr'ible manner, not to frighten, but to 
rouse ns to earnestness. Slothfulness will not do; a holy 
zeal i~ absolutely necessary in order to overcome such 
powerful and cunning enemies. 

" Let us ' stancl, therefore, having our loins girt about 
with truth.' The truth of the gospel, particularly con• 

* Ephes. vi. 10-18. 
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cerning the Author of our s:i.h·ation, is like a gir<lle, that 
will keep close, an<l, as it were, unite our strength. As 
soon as we let go the truth we loose our girdle, nnd are 
like to <lissipate our strength. But as the principal truth 
of the gospel concerneth the righteousness of' Jesus 9hrist, 
let us, above all, take an<l put on that perfect righteous­
ness as a 'breastplate,' which covers our breast, and 
screens our conscience, so that no accusation or con<lem­
uation can reach an<l disturb it. Au<l as the gospel 
contains an<l sets forth that glorious righteousness of 
Christ, let our ' feet he shod with the preparation of 
peace.' ,vhen our enemies deride our rcl}·ing 011 the 
righteousness of Christ, and ask us from whc11ce ,rn have 
it, let us say, 'So it is writ1e11.' The· gospel is our ar­
mory. Aud whereas our enemies not only ~educe but 
likewise threaten ; let us, in that ca~c, take ' the shiel<l 
of faith,' and trust in the prOl'i<lence of our hr.al'enly 
Father. Our faith in the goodnes~, power, and 1·eracity 
of God, is our shield, by wliich we keep off, nay,' quench 
the fiery darts of the wicked.' The glorious· promist>s, 
scattered up and down in the word of God, relatiug to his 
providence and his preserration of his children, and that 
all shall turn to their welfare, thooe pacify our hearts. 
Nay, and if 11·e sutler here, let us look up to that great 
salvation, which shall be, i11 a short time, our lot; let us 
use it as a ' helmet on our head, that we may not fai11t.' 
And if our enemies will entangle au<l perplex us with 
their sophistical nnd knolly que:;tions, let us take 'the 
swonl of the Spirit, which is the word of Gotl,' nud cut 
them all asunder. And lastly, in our cheerful confidence, 
let us never be proud, but maiutnin that most necessary 
po1·erty of spirit, 'praying always with all pra}·er and sup­
plication in the Spirit.' \Vhat dil'ine arms are here 
offered to us! To know nud consider them is good; but 
to put them on and use them, is i11finitely better. The 
primiti,·e Christians used those arms in a 1·ery manly 
manner. 0 that the Spirit of Jesus Christ would enable 
us to become true and faithful rnldiers of our Loni ! Let 
us entreat hi111 to strengthen us daily and hourly, till the 
whole conflict is O\'er; nnd we can say, 'It is fiuished; 
I hare fought a good fight.' 

" Salute all our friends, and particularly l\Ir. Toriano. 
I hope to write him a line next l\londay. 

" For the excellent eight handkerchiefs sent me by 
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l\lr. 0--, I thank you kindly ; likell'ise for the book 
you ha\·e bought for that truly Christian soldier. He 
goes under the name of Bishop Powers. This man prays 
so well, 1ralks so circumspectly, and preaches so etfoctu­
ally lo his fellow solc.liers, that I rejoice whe11 I see him. 
He is now at the Coleroon, but he has heard of your kind 
present. 

" As Colonel Flint has paid me one hundred star 
pagodas belu11ging to Captain H.'s widow and orphans, I 
have ventured to send them, in hope you will take them, 
as you have the other money. 

" I should be obliged to you if you could send me a 
pair of green spectacles-my eyes seem to want some 
help.* 

" Here all is full of rumor of war, and it seems they 
will march against Tanjore, as it likewise seems that the 
king is resoll'ed to receive them. I am sorry-poor king 
-he may lose all! How wonderful is the way of God ! 
He is the supreme gol'ernor. l\Iay divine grace, peace 
and strength attend you in all ¼·our ways! 

"Trichinopoly, August 10, 1771." 

The war to which Swartz alludes at the close of his 
letter, was occasioned by an attack which the rajah of 
Tanjore had made early in the year on the polygar of one 
of the l\Iarawars. These being alleged to be dependen­
cies of the Camatic, the nabob appealed to the government 
of l\Iadras as guarantees of the treaty between him and 
the rajah, and urged them to insist on the latter relin­
quishing his design against l\Jarawar. The real objrct of 
the nabob was, doubtless, to embrace the opportunity of 
becoming possessed of Tanjore, to which, holl'ever, he 
had not the shadow of a claim, except in his own unjust 
and inordinate ambition. Ilut as the history of such dis­
putes forms Jill part of the purpose of these memoirs, it 
will be sullicient to observe, that the king of Tanjore re­
fusing, or at least hesitating, to comply with the demands 
of the nabob, the English army, under General Smith, 
marched from Trichiuopoly about the 12th of September, 
and on the ICith arrived before Wallam,t a fortress of 

• An increasing aflection of the eyes a. few years allerwards ren­
dered writing- painful to him, and gradually abridged his correspon­
dence. 

I Or Vellum.-lllill's History of llritish India, vol. iv. p. 84. 
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considerable strength, and one of the bulwarks of Tanjore. 
The battery was not ready till the morning of the 20th; 
but towards evening the garrison abandoned the fort. On 
the 23d the army again marched and encamped before 
Tanjore. The operations proceeded slowly, but a strona 
sally was successfully repulsed by the British troops, ana 
on the 27th of October, when the engineers reported that 
a breach would be practicable the next morning, the 
nabob's eldest son, O111dut ul Omra, signed a treaty of 
peace with the rajah, and hostilities for the present ceased. 
It is to these events that Mr. Swartz refers in the follow­
ing letter to Mr. Chambers. 

"l\Jy dear Fricnd,-Your very agreeable letter I have 
recei,·e<l. Blessed be God for all his mercies bestowed 
upon us, in spiritual and temporal concerns. His ways 
arc lo\'ing kindness and truth. ,vhaterer he doth, he 
doth it to our welfare; and that according to his promises, 
to fulfil them, and convince us that he is faithful. So he 
establisheth a well-grounded faith in us in a practical 
method, which is far preferable to the spccnlati,·e one. 
All his dealings with us tend to work or strengthen that 
divine principle of faith in us. Consider the Psalms in 
that view, and you will admire, as I hope you ha\'C <lone 
already, the glorious footsteps of divine l'rovidcnce­
Provi<lence ! a word often used, or rather abused, by an 
unthinking world, is sweet to all those who ha,·e an 
interest in the farnr of God through Jesus Christ. David 
was a pious and attentive observer of the ways of God. 
Let us do the same ; and we shall find much comfort and 
strength by so doing. Our poor friend i\lr. -- ! alas, I 
am truly sorry for his circumstances. I am loth to judge 
of him in a rash manner; and still I cannot help thinking, 
that had his heut been better grounded in humility, he 
might have been very serviceable to the cause of Christ, 
and a,·oided those things which ha\'e hurt him and others. 
Steadfastness is a noble quality, but unguided by knoll'ledge 
and humility, it becomes rashness. !\Jay God be his guide 
and comfort in those dark circumstances! I could heartily 
wish he would com·erse again with his friends. Who 
knows how God might alter things 1 

"The Tanjore affairs begin to grow serious. There is 
a little fort near Tanjore, Wallam, which was battered 
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yesterday.* ,ve heard the report of the guns \'ery 
plainly. What shall we say to these things 1 Your ob­
servation is very just; and I think, that if any one of our 
Christians had Christianity enough to take himt by the 
hand, he would, perhaps, have hearkened. But we want 
sometl,ing else-Eheu ! Let us observe even in this 
affair the footsteps of Proviclence; how things will end, 
and what will be the effects of them. For nothing, God 
would never haYe permitted it. Idolatry in the Tanjore 
country is very deeply rooted; and fo m·erthrow it gracl­
ually, who knows but God may use the present affiiction 1 
,ve pray, and will pray, 'Thy kingdom come,' to us, to 
all, to Tanjore. Amen. 

" P. S.-This letter I wrote yesterday. To-day we 
hear that ,vallam is taken, or rather, eracuated by the 
Tanjourians." 

"l\ly dear Friend,-Your last favor of the l!Jlh instant 
I have received. Concerning l\lr. --'s dismission, your 
and mv final remark is almost the same. This will in all 
likelih~od open his eyes to treat other people with more 
decency, even when he tells them nothing but the truth. 
I hope a wise God will bring some good out or that catas­
trophe. ,vhatever we do, let us do it with humility, and 
submit the whole to God, who can men<l and rectify what 
is ami~s. ,vhen I read the ernngelists, particularly the 
speeches of our Saviour to his disciples towards the latter 
end of his ministry, I think they consist mostly of admo­
nitions to l111111ility. And when we consider how long 
God has borne with us, I think we should not soon lose 
patience when we eudeavor Lo mend others. Yesterday 
we treated, in church, ofEph. iv. 1-G. To walk worthy 
of our vocati()n, or calling, how necessary! And in order 
to do so, humility is placed in the front. l\leekness fol­
lows as a consequence, and forbearance. The example 
of God and of Christ is proposed to our imitation. 0 may 
the Spirit or Chri~t lead an<l strengthen us at all times! 

"The TanjMe affair is ,:i)most every hour in my mind. 
The army lies now encamped before it; not far from 
Captain Berg's house. When I pray, I know not what 

¥ This letter i~ without date, I Doubtle~s the king. 
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to say. All I can say is, 'Thy will be done!' Who 
knows what God intends by this judgment, fur _the prop­
agation of his kinrrdom ! Farewell, my clear friend, and 
remember me befor~ God, that to me may be given more 
grace, strength, and sincerity, in publishing the glad 
tidings of the salrntion. 

"At present we ha\"e here a philosopher~ in the pre­
paration. He finds the doctrine of Christians difficult, 
because he is void of humility. His wife is more teach­
able, and seems to be of a humble heart. He is of the 
merchant caste. His son-in-law has left him, which he 
bears tolerably ; his wife better. 

11 Trichinopoly, Sept. 2G, liil." 

"i\ly clear Friend,-As I am sure }'OU ha\·e prayed to 
God to bring the affair of the war to a happy end ; so I 
think myself obliged and very happy in giving you the 
glad news of an accommodation, which has taken place. 
To-clay e\·ery thing is to be settled. No doubt to-morrow 
\\'e shall hear more of all the articles. Illessed be God ! 
It would ham been a bloody affair if the fort had been 
stormed. \Ve ham lost a great number of Europeans 
and sepoys; the Tanjourians likewise. IIow easily is 
human blood shed, and lives thrown away! 

" By the mercy of God we stand and are preserred. 
By Ilim only; for if the enemy had power, he had 
swallowed us up long ago. Last Sunday happened a 
peculiar case to us. A young man who came lo us with 
his father and mother, six months ago, grew in true 
wisdom; and besides showed a truly Christian spirit, 
almost above any of our catechists. The Roman Cath­
olic people hare triecl to clelude him by persuasion, 
bribes, and at last threatenings. All proving ineffectual, 
they fell twenty or more of them upon the young man last 
Sunday, and nearly killed him. • For three hours the poor 
creature was senseless. I heard it at ten o'clock, but 
coulcl not go to see him till tweh·e. I went ll'ith the 
doctor, and found him senseless; hut after bleeding he 

* In this nnd in scYeral other letters, ~Jr. Swartz introduces the 
original Tamul words, with whkh his friend i\Ir. Chambers was 
perfectly familiar. Translations of them, by an eminent oriental 
scholar, arc here inserted. 
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came lo himself. His chest is miserably hurt. The 
occasion was shortly this: one of the young man's near 
relations came from the country and fell sick. In his 
sickness he calle<l for this young man, Nyiinapraciisam, 
who was rea<ling to him and praying with him three days. 
In the course of Saturday night he died. Then came 
the papists to bury him; but seeing this young man, de­
sired him to go away on account of his haring received 
the Parreiar law. He replied, 'If your catechist comes 
and tells me so, I will go.' As soon as the catechist 
came, he struck the young man with his slippers, and 
then all fell on him, dragging him through the street. 
The heathens cried out, ' Will you murder the young 
man?' They are of their father the de,·il, an<l the pope. 
However, the young man praiseth God, and is not dismayed. 
He is still very sick-Pray for us. 

"Trichinopoly, Oct. 22, liil." 

"l\ly dear Friend,-At present being conlined at home 
by some showers of rain, I take my pen to write you a 
line or two. By the upholding mercy of God, I and my 
assistants are tolerably well. The affair of the Romish 
people has given me some trouble; it has occasioned at 
least some loss of time. They applied to the nabob's son, 
wl,o was glad to take the matter into his hands. I was 
quite resolved to drop the affair, after some admonitions to 
peace and quietness ; but they threw themsell'es upon the 
nabob, who, as it appears, has squeezed them. They have 
not been afrai<l of threatening me with the worst things; 
but my security is in God my support. The padre sends 
presents to the general and all the head people. I have 
been quiet. It would have been folly in me to expect any 
thing from those who, in all respects, side with ' the 
beast.' 

"l\lr. Gerickc has informed me of your kind present of 
a pair of spectacles, &c., which he will send by the first 
opportunity. l\lr. Fabricius writes me that my salary of 
one hundred and twenty-five pagodas is payable on the 
6th of December. I have desired him to pay it to rou. 
My intention is to put into your hands two hu11.dred and 
fifty pagodas; and, if agreeable to you, to take the accus­
tomed interest, in order to maintain one catechist from it. 
Let me know whether you agree with my proposal. 
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" Ye~terday we treated of the day of judgment. 0 
may our life be nothinu but a preparation for that awful 
day! i\lay we have 

0

that unspeakably joyful sentence, 
'Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
which has been prepared for you.' If Jesus is our friend, 
we have nothing to fear; for he it is that is appointed to 
be our judge. To his kind care and blessing I commend 
you and your concerns. 

"Tri~hinopoly, Nov. 2-'>, 1771." 

The conduct of Swartz upon the occasion detailed in 
the preceding letter, which was so much calculated to 
excite his own indignation, as well as to discourage the 
native converts, affords a striking proof both of his Chris­
tian meekness and wisdom. His catechists were naturally 
anxious that he should prosecute the affair to the utmost; 
but he well knew how hopeless it was to expect justice in 
such a case from l\lohammcdans, and rightly judged, as 
experience afterwards proved, that the violence of the 
Papists would probably disgust not only their own adhe­
rents, but e\·en the heathen themselves, and thus tend, 
ns in the days of primiti,·c persecution, ' to the further­
ance of the gospel;' while the patient endurance of the 
cross would no less contribute to strengthen and animate 
his own followers. This truly wise and Christian \'icw of 
the subject is evident in his next letter to 1\lr. Chambers, 
in which, after brie!ly, but emphatically noticing his in­
cessant labors, he resumes, and beautifully concludes it. 

"i\J y dear Friend,-After a long silence, I take the 
pen to write you a line or two. I hope you arc com·inced 
that, though I am sparing in writing, I am not in re­
membering you. Hitherto my engagements have been 
so close one upon another, that I had almost 110 time for 
p1·ivate stud!J, cxupt t/1e night time. 

" In my last I mentioned the proceedings of i\ladur ul 
l\1ulk.* concerning the abused Christians. It happened 
as I imagined. He began to inquire ; but as he found 
the other party alone guilty, he desisted, and let them go. 
He promised afterwards to give me in writing that they 

* Onr, of the nabob's younger sons, who was his represcntath·e at 
Tricbinopol y. 

14 
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should do so no more ; but even that he has not kept. 
However, I am not very sorry. Our help cometh, and must 
come, from another quarter. If God be with us, who will 
be against us? Neither do I think that the blasphemies 
of the Papists will do us any harm. Even now is a family 
in the preparation, which was threatened to be turned 
out of their tribe; but the young man and his mother 
answered with a good deal of courage. Another before 
him argued the case with them with equal courage. I 
could relate many more things; but you know the nature 
of the kingdom of Christ. It was and is disliked and 
hated ; and every one who desireth to be a genuine dis­
ciple of Jesus, must bear the cross: and by doing so, he 
never will be a loser. Blessed be God for his unspeak­
able mercy in rernaling his divine will, and strengthening 
us to do it! Our condition here is much the same as I 
mentioned in my last. Amongst the officers is less desire 
to frequent divine service than when you were here. The 
cause is plain. 0 ! they know not what belongs lo their 
peace. 

"l\Iay Jesus Christ and the blessings of the redemption 
become more and more precious to you; may you hence 
have peace and joy ; may you, by him, grow in all Chris­
tian virtues! 

"Trichinopoly, Feb. I, 1772." 

Within a fortnight after the date of the preceding letter, 
Swartz gratefully acknowledges his preservation from the 
effects of a lamentable event, which proved fatal to many 
around him. This was the explosion of the powder 
magazine in the fort, in the afternoon of the 14th of 
February. "Ily this calamity," he writes, "many Euro­
peans were killed and wounded, ancl a much greater 
number of the natives. The whole street was covered 
with the massirn stones, of which the magazine was con­
structed, with men prostrated beneath them. Besides the 
powder which explodetl, a multitude of shells and car­
tridges descended like hail." The windows of his house 
were shattered, and several balls flew into the room· next 
him; but amidst the surrounding danger, both he, his 
catechists, school-children, and members of his congrega­
tion, providentially escaped unhurt. It is to this that he 
refers in the following letter to Mr. Chambers. 
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"l\Iy dear Friend,-By this time I suppose you are suf­
ficiently informed of that divine judgme11t executed by a 
holy God on this sinful place. I will not, therefore, 
enlarge upon it, but bless God for his dirine protection 
which he vouchsafed me, the children, and congregation. 
Human chastisements are trifles when compared with 
divine ones. Well may we stir up one another to fear 
God as well as to love him. So many hundred ~ouls sent 
into eternity, without a moment's warning, with all their 
sins about them-how terrible! No doubt many were 
amongst those unhappy people, who dreamed of repenting 
to-morrow. l\Iay we be wise, and employ the present 
time to the best of purposes ! .May we nerer slumber, 
lest the bridegroom come at midnight, aud find us sleep­
ing. Illessed are those that wake, and keep their gar­
ments undefiled ! 

"This I write just before I go to Tanjore. Pray for 
me, and those that may hear the word of God. I wished 
I\Ir. Gerickc might come here for some months; but that 
seems impraclicable. 'The han-est truly is great, but 
the laborers few.' 0 that God would stir up 111any to 
come and help! We wait upon thee, 0 God. Let us 
not be put to confusion. The enemy is at present fierce. 
l\lay God strengthen us! I remain yours, in the Lord. 

"Trichinopoly, l\larch 3, li72." 

At the commencement of this year, l\fr. Swartz not 
only preached the gospel in Trichinopoly and the neighbor­
ing villages, but sent out his catechists, generally two 
together, tu more distant places, where their labors were 
more thau usually successful. Among the converts who 
were at this period added to his congregation, ll'as a young 
man from the country, who, having been met by one of 
the catechists, was conducted to Swartz. He remained 
with him several days, heard his instructions in silence, 
and at length avowed his conviction of the falsehood of 
heathenism. He then desired to go into the country,and, 
after a few days, returned with his mother. He con­
tinued to attend diligently to reading and prayer, and, at 
his baptism, received the name of Sattianaden, Professor 
of the Truth. l\lany of his relations were much offended 
at his conversion; but he advanced steadily in Christian 
faith, accompanied the missionary and his assistants in 
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their excursions, and manifested, upou various occa~ions, 
his humility, as well as his cournge. In a short time, 
he was rccei1·ed as a catechist, "only," obsen•es Swartz, 
with his usual judgment, "I never send him forth alone, 
but in company with au elder assistant, that if he shoulcl 
happen to be roughly treated, he may have some one to 
con~ole him." Sattianadeu proved, as it will hereafter be 
seen, a genuine aucl rnluable convert, and was distin­
guished during a long course of years for his useful ancl 
laborious services in the mission, to which he became thus 
early and happily attached. 

Another instance of cor11·ersion, of a very interesting 
nature, occurred at this time, which is particularly men­
tioned in his journal for the year. It is that of a man, 
said to have been more than a hundred years old, who 
placed himself under instruction, and, considering his ex­
treme age, comprehended well what he was taught, and 
prayed fervently. Not long afterwards, he was taken ill, 
when he earnestly entreated that he might not be allowed 
to <lie unbaptize<l; " for," said he, " I believe in Jesus 
Christ." He was accordingly baptized and received, and 
was named, at his own request, Rayappen, (Peter,) after 
one of the younger catechists, to whom he was much at­
tached. During his illness,, he desired to be read and 
prayed with cliligeutly. " I visited him," says Swartz, 
"the day before his departure, when he saicl, 'Now, padre, 
I am going to the kingclom of blessedness; ancl when I 
am gone, see to it that my wife, who is ninety years of age, 
may at length follow me.' Soon afterwarcls he expired, 
and, as an old man of ·a huu<lrecl years, and a child of 
Goel of a few months, he received honorable and Christian 
burial. Bis aged wife is now under preparation, and has 
hitherto delighted us by her grave, devout, and quiet de­
meanor. She partakes of the spirit of those holy matrons 
of whom Paul and Peter wrote. She is now about to 
receil'C with us the holy commuuion. !\lay the Lord 
bring in her children and relations also! " 

Early in 1\Iarch, as intimated in his last letter to Mr. 
Chambers, Swartz proceeded to Tanjore, accompanied by 
three of his catechists. On the day after his arrival, the 
king, hal'ing heard that he had been explaining the doc­
trines of Christianity to his officers and servants in the 
palace, desirecl to hear him himself. He was accordingly 
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conducted to a shady tree in the court before the king's 
apartment, who, before he was aware, approached him, 
holding a yellow umbrella. "At first," he says, " I did 
not recocrnize him, as he was \'ery thin compared with his 
robust a

0

ppearance when I saw him two years before. 
Having made a low salam to him, 'Padre,' he said, 'I 
wish to speak with you privately;' and led me to a de­
tached court. We had been together only a few minutes, 
when the great brahmin, who might be called the court 
chaplain, joined us. 'l'he king prostrated himself to the 
ground, and afterwards stood before him, with folded hands, 
while the brahmin placed himself on an elevated seat. 
The rajah gave me a sign to address the brahmin, who 
also expressed his wish to hear the discourse which I had 
delivered in the palace the preceding day. I then di­
rected him to the supreme C1 ea tor and Preserver of all 
things, and to the worship worthy of him, pointed out the 
folly of adoring images and departed men, urged the de­
pravity of mankind, and exhibited the mercy of God in 
Christ, and the method of salvation by repentance and 
faith in the Saviour. The hrahmin listened in silence, 
and I was desired to withdraw a little." Refreshments 
were afterwards brought; and while Swartz was partaking 
of them, the king asked him many questions respecting 
the nature of repentance; and particularly whether it 
were allowable to return to the sins which we professed to 
lament. The faithful missionary replied, that "true re­
pentance consisted in a hatred of nil sin, which was in­
consistent with such a return." And to an inquiry as to 
what he thought of the sin of drunkenness, though ho 
perceived its tendency, he took occasion, after the example 
of the great apostle, to" reason concerning temperance." 

Notwithstanding his Christian boldness and fidelity, it 
is evident that Swartz had conciliated, in no common 
degree, the confidence of the rajah, and that he was aux­
ious to see and hear him as often as his superstitious dread 
of offending the brahmins permitted. Intending to marry 
the daughler of Captain Derg to another European officer 
in his service, he desired that they might be previously 
examined and instructed in Christianity. At the end of 
a fortnight, the day for their marriage was fixed ; and the 
king, having expressed his wish to be present at the cere­
mony, the bridal party met towards evening in the open 

14 1o 
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air, in front of the female apartments in the palace. He 
was accompanied on this singular occasion by two of his 
catechists and a schoolmaster. In the following letter to 
Mr. Chambers, after mentioning the case of a promising 
catechumen, and his interviews with the rajah, he details 
the particulars of this marriage ceremony. 

"l\ly dear Friend,-Your kind letter I have received 
by Nalla Tambi, who has been with us se1·enteen or 
eighteen days, reading, hearing, and attending public and 
private prayers. He seems to be pleased with such exer­
cises. Here he is as in a desert. lie has no communi­
cation with men, except with the c.atechists, who teach 
him something daily out of the New Testament. l\lay 
divine grace work in him a thorough change of heart; 
for without that, all other exercises would prore fruitless. 
I shall now soon see whether I stay here longer, or depart; 
consequently, whether Nall a Tam bi will be baptized here 
or at Trichinopoly. 

" Concerning affairs here, I am quite in the dark. The 
last time I was here, I saw the king four times, and spoke 
with him, more or less, of Christianity. Ilut as soon as 
.Manoziappa was put at the head of the government, the 
king was to be seen no more; because such intercourse 
was not proper! The king himself is very free, and 
speaks with one as a brother; but, unhappily, he is addic­
ted to intoxicating drugs, and the love of women. These 
two things lessen his sense and authority. ,vere he to 
converse freely with Christians, I firmly believe he would 
be persuaded to be a Christian. lle told me once, in 
reply to my entreaty that he would give up his heart to 
God, ' Alas! my padre, that is 110 easy matter!' 

"I fancy you have heard that the king desired me to 
marry a couple in his palace, which I did. First we began 
with a hymn; then I prayed : after prayer, I preached 
a sermon in l\lalabar,* explained the duties of man and 
wifo, and enforced them hy Christian motives, warning 
against the opposite 1·ices by all that is awful. The 
king and his first people stood round us, hearing with 
attention, and ei-en making his remarks. His women 

•Tamul. 
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were before me, though concealed by a screen. All this 
displease<l the devil.* 

"We have been since preaching e1·ery where in and 
out of the Fort; to which purpose I b-.-ought three cate­
chists from Trichinopoly. About ten days ago, I was 
talkin<T to a number of people, when I was attacked by 
two se"'rvants of the king. Lea,·ing me, they went into 
anotlfer street, where they found llayappen (my former 
servant) and Nyanapracasam, (the young man who was 
abuse<l by the Papists in Trichinopoly.) These two were 
reading the New Testament to many people, in which 
work they were attacked by those two servants of the 
king,i beaten, an,! deprived of their Testaments. Ray­
appen a11d Nyanapraci1sam have behaved like Christians, 
declaring to all the people present, that they were not 
ashamed to suffer fur the sake of the truth. You see, 
then, that the word of God meets with the same treatment 
everywhere. l\Iay Jesus begin to open the eyes of the 
Gentiles, that they may come and receive the salvation 
which is prepared for them also! 

"Now, my dear friend, pray heartily for us, and be 
strong in the Lord, that when he shall call y0u into 
another field, you may glorify him. Amen! 

"Tanjore, !\lay 20, lii2." 

The prece<ling letter was written during the second 
visit of Swartz to Tanjore, in this year. He remained 
there, upon each occasion, a month, and, during the latter, 
he had the satisfaction of having his place supplied. at 
Trichinopoly by l\Ir. Gerick6, who, al the request of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, had proceeded 
thither from Cuddalore. On his return to Trichinopoly, 
he thus resumed his correspondence with i\Ir. Chambers. 

•' l\ly dear Friend,-Nalla T:imbi, your former servant, 
desireth to return, after he has been instructed and bap­
tized. He has behaved, during the time of his being 
instructed, in such a manner as to gi1·e us hope that he 
will pro1·e sincere. But as he has met with no tempta­
tions in 111011ry affairs, one cannot judge of it. l\Iay the 
knowledge of Jesus and of all his sufferings cleanse and 

* The brahmins considered it a dangerous innovation. 
I Swartz afterwards thought they might be disguised Papists. 
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strengthen him against all temptations of that sort! The 
point you mentioned has been frequently inculcated upon 
him, and now nothing remains but to pray for him, that 
he may follow the guidance of the blessed Spirit. As 
l\Ir. Gericke will acquaint you with all that passed here, 
or at Tanjore, I will not repeat it. l\Iay God bless us, 
and nil the earth fear him ! 

" Wishing you a true enjoyment of that inestimable 
peace of mind, purchased by Jesus, and applied by the 
Holy Ghost, I remain your sincere friend and brother. 

"Trichinopoly, June lG, lii2." 

" My dear Friend,-lt is now above eight days since 
Nalla Tami.Ji, (or, as he has chosen the name of, Pra­
casam,) went from this place to Negapntam. I suppose 
he is now with you. He has attended tolerably well ; so 
that I am not without hopes of his good behal'ior. He 
desired me, before he was baptized, to entreat you to be 
his godfather. I told him that you would readily perform 
the duty of godfather, provided he would behave as a 
Christian. Ile is naturally passionate, I.Jut not malicious. 
The points you mentioned in your letter, I have endeav­
ored to instil into his mind. May the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ stir him up daily to watch and pray ! You know 
how to behave to such beginners; how to treat them with 
a kind severity. Though such people have a good will 
and intention, they must not expect that we should trust 
them immediately, much less blindly. I beseech the 
Father of mercy, to grant him a truly Christian spirit, 
'to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called.' 

" Some weeks ago, I received the last sum of one hun­
dred pagodas, that belong lo Capt. Heyn's orphans. I 
have forwarded them to Madras, and desired 1\1 r. Fabri-
cius to offer them to you. • 

" Concerning my circumstances, I cannot say much 
about them. The worst is, wlH1.ternr is done at Tanjore, 
transpireth immediately : and so their schemes prove 
abortive. l had wished you had been there. But, alas! 
there are wheels within wheels. The poor kinrr desired 
sincerely peace; but his own people nre treacher~us crea­
tures. For my part, I bewail their confusion, and entreat 
God to assist them, or rather to revive them . 

. " When I consider how many people heard the word of 
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God, and what a prospect of a harvest there was in that 
place, I wish heartily some laborers could be sent there. 
But our duty is to be faithful in that which is committed 
to our care. I have at present eight* catechists, who are 
willing to glorify their Redeemer, according to that mea­
sure of grace which is given them. Let us daily join 
heartily in lifting up our hands and hearts to God from 
whom cometh all gift and blessing. l\lay his kingdom 
come, el'en amongst the blind heathens. Amen ! 

"Wishing you all that is needful to you in your station, 
in order to enjoy peace yourself, and to glorify your 
l\Iaker and Redeemer, I remain your sincere friend and 
servant. 

"Trichinopoly, July I, 1772." 

,vhat a beautiful illustration do the preceding letter~ 
afford of that union of zeal with judgment, and of hope 
respecting the sincerity of his converts, with that cautious 
reserre which his sagacity and experience, as to the 
nati1·es of India, had taught him to be so necessary, 
which peculiarly distinguished the character of this emi­
nent missionary! Ilow anxious he is not to excite too 
sanguine expectations in the mind of his friend as to the 
conversion of his late scrrnnt, and how admirable his 
suggestion, to treat him with a kind severity! The wis­
dom of Swartz is equal to his piety and )ol'e. In his 
next letter to l\lr. Chambers, he refers to a fresh call to 
Tanjore. 

"l\Iy dear Friend,-To-day I receirnd your kind farnr 
just before I would catechise the children. In the time of 
catechisation I got a letter from Tanjore, in which I was 
invited to come, the rajah desiring to sec me. The poor 
people will be afraid now lest they may share the fate of 
the l\larawart rajah. I shall, if God pleaseth, take a 
journey thither next l\londay. 0 that they might consider 
in time what belongs to their peace, before it be too late! 
Now you may sharpen your fervor in prayer. Remember 
them and me before the throne of grace. But let none 
know any thing of this journey. The last time, the Cud-

• The eighth was named Abiseganaden, (Christian.) 
t This is an allusion to the recent conquest of both the Mara war 

Polygars, by the nabob of the Carnatic. 
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dalore people were very industrious to spread their con­
jectures, which is often prejudicial to the cause of God. 
l\Iay God bless all your study and prayer! When you 
can send a line it is very acceptable ; but I desire it not 
at the expense of your precious time. The time is truly 
short ! Happy if we spend it to the best of purposes. 
Wishing you a daily supply of divine grace and strength, 
I remain your sincere friend and servant. 

"Trichinopoly, July 20, 1772." 

The object of the king's invitation to Swartz at this 
time was, as he mention;, in his journal, of a political 
nature. lie perceived the storm which was approaching 
him on the part of the nabob of the Carnatic, and was 
desirous of employing the respected missionary as a medi­
ator between him and the English in order to revire their 
drooping friendship. "Now," observes Swartz, "this in 
itself would not be sinful; but it is a dangerous matter to 
engage in such things with a people so prone to deceit; 
and this I distinctly avowed to them. The king said, 
'Padre, I ltave co1!fidcnce in you, because you a1·e indif­
ferent to money.' But his officers did not wish me to be 
engaged in this affair, lest their own iniquity might be 
discovered. And thus it passed off; for which God be 
praised, as I had no occasion to declare fully my averse­
ness to the employment." 

Here again it is impossible not to admire the testimony 
borne by the friendly rajah to the known superiority of 
Swartz to the prevailing love of money, and the Christian 
integrity and prudence with which he guarded against 
every engagement which might in the remotest degree 
hinder or inlerfere with his one grand object of promoting 
the gospel in India. 

In the month of October, he again visited Tanjore, and 
conversed with numbers of all ranks on the great truths of 
Christianity. Upon one occasion, however, he was for­
bidden by au inferior officer to preach so publicly without 
an order from the king; upon which he inquired, whether 
he had any authority to interrupt him in the peaceable 
exercise of his duty ; and finding that he had not, he con­
cluded that a hrahmin who happened to be present had 
excited this temporary opposition. 

On his return to Trichinopoly, he spent the rest of the 
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year in his usual sacred occupations, in which the good­
ness of God permitted him to witness much that was 
hopeful, to the strengthening of his faith and the comfort 
of his heart in the midst of many discouragements and 
trials. He thus piously concludes his journal. 

" With this I close, and praise the merciful God for his 
unmerited goodness to me and the eight assistants during 
the whole year. l\Iay He, according to the riches of his 
mercy, forgive us whereinsoever we have, either inwardly 
or outwardly, in act or omission, offended him; clothe us 
with the perfect righteousness of our Redeemer, anoint us 
with his Spirit, enlighten, strengthen, and bless us all, to 
the praise of his mercy. Amen ! " 
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CHAPTER X. 

Mr. Swartz visits Tanjore-Places a Catechist at Vellum-Ll'ltcrs 
to l\lr,'.Chambers,and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowl­
edge-Renewed hostilities against the Rajah ofTanjore-Capture 
of the Fort and City--Unfavorable effect on the ministry of Swartz 
-Two journies to Madras-Progress of the l\Iission at Trichinop­
oly-Death of Colonel ,vood-Letters of Swartz to his children 
-Restoration of the Rajah of Tanjore-Arrival ofa new l\Iission­
ary-His de:ith-1\Ir. Pohl6 sent from Tranqnebar to supply his 
place-Frequent visits of Swartz to Tanjore-Letter to l'rofcssor 
Freylinghausen--Rajah of Tanjore-At his request Swartz learns 
the Mahrntta language-Transl:ites his Tamul Dialogue for bis 
use-Account of that tract-State of the Mission at the close of 
the year 1777. 

EARLY in the ensuing year Mr. Swartz proceeded to 
Tanjore, and finding that an opportunity prefcntcd itself 
of preaching the gospel in the neigh boring fort of Vellum, 
he determined on placing a catechist there, and occasion­
ally visiting it himself. Of this additional station he in­
forms l\Ir. Chambers in the following letter. 

"l\ly dear Friend,-It is now a long time since I have 
asked you how you did. The business which keeps you 
from writing oftener is the very same cause of my <lclaying 
it so long. But besides the friendly inclination of writing 
you a line or two, I was stirred up in a particular manner, 
by finding some of your papers in the bureau Colonel 
Wood gave me. As they may be useful, nay necessary to 
you, for aught I know, (for I ha\'C not perused them,) I 
resolved to send them to you. 

"Another question which I 'would put to you is, whether 
you have received those books which you desired me to 
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write for, and which was sent to your brother* at Oxford, 
as the late Dr. Knapp wrote me. 

"Y cstcrday evening we were finishing a short cursory 
explanation of the Revelation of St. John, which some 
young l\lalabar people desired me to give them at morning 
and erening prayer. Glorious are the promises which 
Jesus has gircn to his church, in order to encourage them 
in their pilgrimage. 

" So far I wrote a fortnigl1t ago. 

"After that I went to Vellum, from whence I returned 
yesterday. As some l\lalabar people seem willing to be 
instructed, I proposed to the gentlemen there to erect 
a small house wherein we might assemble in an orderly 
manner; which they agreed to, and collected fifty pagodas 
for that purpose. I intend to keep a catechist there, and 
to visit that place occasionally. As some families beyond 
the Coleroon came hither and were instructed, they desire 
to fix one catechist there. In a few days time I intend to 
go to that place in order to regulate matters as well as 
divine grace leads us. 

"I had many things to write yon, but my time being 
much confined, I must conclude. May you grow daily in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord J.esus Christ! 
May the blessed Spirit of Christ glorify Jesus more and 
more in your heart! And O ! may you be honored to be 
a glorious instrument in promoting the honor of God, and 
consequently the benefit of your fellow-creatures. This 
is the sincere wish of your affectionate friend and humble 
servant, C. F. SWARTZ. 

"Trichinopoly, Jan. 20, 1773." 

In a letter to the Society for Promoting Christian Know­
ledge, dated from Tranquebar, Feb. 14, Swartz expresses 
his grateful sense of the divine goodness in presening 
him and his fellow-laborers in health during the prevalence 
of an epidemic disease which had swept away above a 
thousand persons in a fortnight. He informs the Society 
of his visit to the natives beyond the Coleroont mentioned 

*Then a fellow of University College. 
t About twenty miles from Trichinopoly. 

15 
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in the preceding letter to l\lr. Chambers, and adds, that 
finding the greater part of the village inclined to embrace 
Christianily, he had left lll'O catechists there, and ordered 
every thing for the building of a small church, promising 
to return to them shortly. From thence he went to Tran­
quebar to see his brethren the Danish missiouaries, and 
to regulate some alTairs relatiug to his congregation. He , 
notices the increasing expenses of the mission, Lut ex­
presses a hnmLle hope that a merciful God will supply 
whatever might be ueedful-a hope which ll'as not long 
afterwards realized by a donation of 2U0l. 011 the part of 
the members of the Society towards the support of Swartz 
and his catechists. He gratefully acknowledges the Soci­
ety's present of Biules, am! common prayer books, which 
were most U8eful and acceptable to the English soldiert', 
and referring to the liberal olfer of Archcleaco11 Congreve • 
to defray the expense of translating iuto Tamul, a11d print­
ing, Leslie's Short l\1ethod with the Deists, and Bishop 
Wilson's Instructions for the Indians,* he assures the So­
ciety of his intention of accomplishing that de~ign on his 
return to Trichinopoly. In August he wrote as follows to 
Mr. Chambers. 

"My dear Frien1I ,-Though our correspo11<le11cc hns 
been much interrupted by your multiplicity of busiucs:', 
this has not diminished my regard for you. I remember 
you often, anrl wish that all your t'teps may be blessed, 
that you may enjoy a ricli share of dirine light, peace, 
strength, and con~equcntly trne hnppinc~s. 

"Here nil is in co11fusio11. Poor Tanjore will, nay 
must, as they arc pleased to say, fall. I am afraid Tan­
jore has filled the measure of its sins, and is giren up. 
Certainly the poor rajah w:is blind end infatua1ccl ; other­
wise he might have prcrcnted the prc~cut mi~ery that 

•"The Knowledge and Practic,• of C'luistianity made rasy to the 
Meanest Ca11a.citics, or An Essay towards an Instruction for the 
Indians; which will be of use to such Christians, ns have not well 
considered the mraning of th,• r<'ligion thry profess, or who profi•ss 
to know God, but in works do drny him: in scv,•ral short and plain 
dialogues. Togrthrr with directions and prayc1s for the heathen 
world, n1issionarics, c:-itt•chumC'n~, private pcrsous, f..'lmilies;" ,\ r. 

By Thomas 'Wilson, Llishop of Sudo1· and l\lan. The third edition 
of this work, print.rd in London. 174'2, lies brforc us. The Essay 
was prrpared at the insla11cc of General Oglethorpc.-.17,n. Ed. 
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comes upon him. In January I was there the la~t time. I 
warned them, and told them that in the pre~ent course they 
must perish. r,I anoziappa's mu said ; ' What can we do 1' 
I answered, • Turn to II im who cnu help you.' He snid, 
'Is it 1101 the way of the world?' 'Well,' I said, 'the 
course of the world will undo Jou.' Within a short time 
it will he decided. As the church at Vellum is to be 
turned into an hospital, I shall go to try whether it may 
be prevented. !\lay Jesus be with JOU, and your spirit.­
Pray for us here. 

"Trichinopoly, August 2, 1773." 

The alarm re~pectin~ Tanjore expressed by Swartz in 
the preceding letter, was occasioned by the determination 
of the- l\ladras gorernment to a~sisL the nabob of Arcot 
in the object which he lrnd long had in i-iew of dethroning 
the rajah, under the pretence of the non-payment of the 
tribute due to him from Tanjore, and posses~ing himself 
of his dominions. The army marched from Trichinopoly 
for this purpose on the :Jd of Aug11~t, nnd on the Gth 
encamped within a short distance of Tanjore. The poor 
rajah remonstrated against this unjust inrasion, but in 
min. The approaches were made, and the breaching 
batteries opened on the 14th of September. On the IGth 
a practicable breach was reported, and the next day at 
noon, while the garrison had retired for a little refresh­
meat and repose, the English troops advanced to the 
assault and enterc>d Tanjore with scarcely any resistance 
or loss. The rnjah and his family were taken prisoners 
in the fort, and the nabob took posse~sion of his treasure 
and his king<lom. 

The eOcct of this change in the government of Tanjore 
was unfarnrable to the influence uf Swartz, and to the 
pro~ress of his Chri,tian lnbors in that <JUarter. The 
nabob an<l his rnn!', though personally cil'il, were un­
frien<llv to the exertions of the able and zealous mission­
ury; a·nd the buil<ling in which dirine senice had been 
performed appears to ha\·e been de!'troyed during the 
suspen!'ion of the raj;ih's authority in Tanjore. 

In the course of the succeeding year l\lr. Swartz under­
took a journey to l\ladras for the express purpose of ob­
taining from the nabob a spot of ground at Tanjore, on 
which to build a small church; but the grant was refused. 
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Business having called him to l\ladras a second time, he 
repeated his application, but it was agaiu civilly declined. 
On both these journies, he obsen·es in a letter from 
Trichinopoly, dated January 21, 1775, addressed to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, he con1•ersed 
freely with the nati,·es, the generality of whom appeared 
to be more and more convinced of the di\'iue origin of 
Christianity. "l\Iany of the best families," he says, 
" would not hesitate to become Christians, could it be 
shown how they might maintain thcmseh-es. But the 
difficulties arc 110w greater than when Tanjore and the 
l\Iarawar country had their own princes and gornrnments; 
many thousands of the inhabitants ha1·ing quitted the 
country for want of food and employment. ,Ye go on, 
however, casting all our burden upon Ilim 'who careth 
for us,' and who can point out a thousand means of allevi­
ating .these distresses, and open the way for the reception 
of his word." 

In the same letter, Swartz informs the Society, that 
two of his catechists were stat-ioncd at Vellum, for the 
instruction of the small congregation collected there: and 
that his own at Trichinopoly had received a large acces­
sion of members. Se1·eral of these, he ack11011·ledged 
with his characteristic sincerity, had been actuated rather 
by the pressure of the famine which was then afilicting 
the country, than by a genuine desire of knowi11g the 
way of salvation. "As they insist, howernr, on being in­
structed," he adds, "I think it my duty to bef,OW on them 
all diligence, though the labor sometimes i11creascs to a 
great degree, hoping that some at least may make a good 
use of my instructions ; nor ha1·c I been disappointed in 
my expectations." 

The benerole11ce which was so con~picuous in the 
character of Swartz, was particularly observable i11 his 
lore to children, and in his cndearors to promote their 
moral and religious improl'cmcnt. His schools for the 
instruction of the natil'es formed, as is well knoll'n, an im­
portant part in all his plans as a missionary; and in his in­
tercourse with his European friends, his kindness towards 
the younger branches of their families was equally striking. 
Of this amiable feature in his character a rnry pleasing 
memorial remains iu sel'cral letters written lo the children 
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or Colonel Wood,* who, on leaving Trichinopoly had been 
stationed at Madras. They are marked by the affectionate 
simplicity, the sound judgmeut, and the elevated, but 
sober and practical piety which pervade all his corres­
pondence, and pro1·e how eminently he partook of the 
spirit of his gracious and condescending .i\laster, who 
said, "Suffer .the little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them 11ot; for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
The first of these interesting letters is addressed to the 
eldest daughter, then only nine years of age, and is as 
follows:-

" It is a long time since I had it in my mind to send 
you a line, because I have known you from your infancy, 
am! that for se1·eral years. It is, therefore, natural in me 
to wish you well, and particularly to desire the welfare 
of your immortal soul. I know, and am fully persuaded, 
that your dear mamma will do all that lies in her power 
to train you up in the paths of true Christian piety ; still 
a well-meant admonition from an old friend m:iy be ac­
ceptable. As God has made us reasonable creatures, our 
great care ~hould be to adorn our u11dersta11ding with 
useful kuowleclge. Now the word of God is particularly 
given us for that dil'ine purpose of making us wise unto 
salvation. It teaches us in the best manner what God is, 
and w·hat we are; and leads us unto Jesus Christ the 
blessed Saviour, who is able and willing to delil'er us from 
our sins, anrl to make us belol'ed children of God. 

"I hope that by the example and admonition of your 
kind mamma, you are desirous of i111prore111c11t daily in 
that dirine knowledge of Jesus Chri;;t. llesides, we ha1·e 
a will to choose, or to reject something-as this our will 
is directed either for God and his glory, so we arc obedient 
to him; is this will inclined towards the world and sinful 
things, so we prove disobedient. There was nel'er a man 
upon earth whose will was so well directed, as the will of 
our Saviour. In the midst of his sufferings he said, 'Not 
my will, but thine, 0 Father in heal'en, be done.' Now 
as a will, well directed and guided, is a sort of l1eaven 

• Two of the daughters, one of whom was married lo the late Rev. 
Basil ,voodd, died early of decline. The son, who followed the pro, 
fession of his gallant father,is now a lieutenant-general in the army, 
and still retains a pleasing remembrance of his venerable friend. 

15 • 
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upon earth; so, on the other hand, a stubborn, disobedient 
will is a sore atlliction. Therefore I wish and entreat 
you, my dear N. to make God's will your own, saying 
from the heart, 'Not my will, but thine be done, 0 God.' 
And as we in our younger years do not know what is good 
for us, God has enjoined us to obey our parents. I make 
no doubt but a hint from your denr mamma will be as 
much as a command. Remember me to your clear brother, 
and my young friend, and to your two dear sisters. l\1ay 
the grace of God abouncl in ancl upon you. Amen! 

"So prays your affectionate friend, 
"C. F. SwA1:-rz. 

"Trichinopoly, July I, li73." 

The admonition of the pious missionary lo acquiesce in 
the will of God came but too seasonably to his youthful cor­
respondent, who was callecl about a twell'emonth afterwards 
to sustain the heavy loss of her father. Colonel Wood, 
who died i11 .T uly, l'i 'i 4, had requested Swartz to become 
a joint executor with l\Ir. Chambers, of his will, an oflice 
which he could not with propriety decline, considering his 
personal frie11dship for that excellent officer, and his obli­
gations to him as a generous benefactor to his mission. 
The two next letters to his orphan daughter were written 
after his return from l\Jadras, where he had consoled the 
family, and arranged as far as possible, the affairs of his 
deceased friend. 

"Trichinopoly, Sept. JO, li74. 

"Your very agreeable letter I receivecl with joy and 
thankfulness to God, fur the divi11e grace which already 
has been given you ; which, if you co11tinue to implore 
your bles~ed Redeemer, and watr.11 over yourselr, will be 
augmented every day. Your dear mamma will show you 
an excellent admonition which God your Saviour has 
~iven you and us all. 'Give me, my son, (daughter,) 
thine heart, and let thine Pyes observe my ways.' (Prov. 
xxiii. 26.) Yes, may your heart, all your desires and 
affections, be given to God, so as to love him above all, 
and fear him in a filial manner, and trust in him! His 
ways you must learn to observe, even with joy, gratitude, 
and obedience, though they should cross our ways; for 
his ways are good and highly beneficial, leading us to the 



THE IlEV. C. F. SW.\IlTZ. li5 

place of eternal happiness. The 1rnys of men are too 
oflen sinful, Jca<ling to <lestruclion. Ilc, then, always 
observing the ways of your heavenly Father, an<l follow 
him in all. Obey your <lcar 111amma ; and look upon it 
as the greatest blessing, that God has given you such a 
gui<lc. Lorn humility as your Saviour <li<l, and let not 
your heart be delude<l by the show of the worl<l. Salute 
my young friend J., and tell him not to stay behind, but 
to be dilicrent in learning his book. Tell vour <lcar sister 
Il. not only to mind the things that belo;1g- lo the bo<ly, 
but to min<l, abol'e all, the blessings of the soul; to pray 
heartily; lo obey strictly all tl,c or<lers of her <lear 
mamma. Ant.! last, rememl.Jer me to my dear P.; ask her 
whether she can say her ,\, ll, C, an<l whether she lo1es 
prayer. Jcsns be with, and iu you all!" 

"Trichinopoly, D('c. 20, Ii,~. 

"Last month I recei1·ecl your 1110,t agreeable fa,·or, 
\l'hich rejoiced me much. llle,sed be I he Father of our 
Lore! Jesus Christ, who has awakened your heart tu a 
sense of the !ol'e of God, a11cl of Jesus Christ. IJeliern 
me, this is the greatest treasure which a gracious God 
bestows on the poor children of Aclam aucl El'e. The 
blessings which he besto\\"eth 011 our bo<lies arc 11ot to be 
dcspisecl ; but as our soul is of an infinite mine, the ben­
efits which we recei1·e from Goel in re~pect of our souls, 
are much more to be valued than those which belong lo 
our ho<lies. Go on rigorously in the way of Goel. Learn 
to know him better, and what mercy lw has bestowe<l on 
us in Jesus Christ. Pray heartily to him every clay, not 
only with ·your dear mamma, lrnt likewi,e by your,elf. 
Endeal'or by the grace of the Holy Spirit to do the will 
of God. All true Christianity is founclei..l in humility. 
This true humility makes the Lor<l .lesus so precious in 
our hearts. This hu111ility pro<luccs likewise all Christian 
<lispositions towar<l:; our fclloll'-crcaturcs. It makes us 
meek, patient, ancl compassio11atc towari..ls all men. A bovc 
all, strive to subdue and conquer that most dangerous enemy, 
self-will. This self-will robs us of nil comfort, an<l our 
fellow-Christians or a good example ; besides, it hiu<lereth 
the Holy Spirit to work in us n glorious resemblance to 
Jesus Christ. Always think au<l say,' Thy will be done, 
0 God!' Salute my dear J. in my name. The angels 



li6 .MEI\JOIIlS OF 

sang 'Glory be to Goel in the highest.' I hope he will 
glorify Goel through Jesus Christ. Tell B. that Jesus 
loveth all humble praying children, and that I wish she 
may always ue lol'ed uy Jesus. Your youngest sister 1\1. 
tell, that Jesus clesireth the chilclren to come unto him. 
I hope she cometh claily, folding her little haucls and 
praising him who was I.Jorn a little babe for us. All and 
every oue, I hope, is obeclient to your clear rnamma, that 
the ulessing which Goel has promised to obeclicnt chilclren 
may come ancl rest upon you ! " 

Simple as these letters are, and aclaptecl to the capacities 
of chilclren, they will not be cleemed unworthy of I.icing 
rccordecl, when the importance of such a talent for the 
instruction of the young on the part of a mission:iry, ancl 
the fine sense ancl solicl excellence of the aclmonitions 
which they contain, are cluly appreciatecl. The two fol­
lowing letters were aclclressecl to his young friends in the 
prospect of their approaching departure from lnclia, ancl 
their \'oyage to Englancl. 

"Trichinopoly, Jan. IG, 1775. 

"Dear Chiltlren,-As the time is l'ery near, when you, 
I suppose, will leave -this country, I thought it my cluty 
to write to you a short exhortatiou, which you are so 
willing to receive from me, your olcl friend. When you 
leave this country, I beseech you, lake none of the sins 
which are so manifest here with you ; beg of your Re­
deemer to forgive you all your sins, and to grant you the 
help of his Holy Spirit to love, fear, honor, and oliey God. 
Learn the will of God, and practice it daily, as you have 
given us some pleasing ground to hope you do. As your age 
is not easily given to grief, make use of your innocent 
cheerfulness to gladden the heart of your marnma. You 
cannot please her better than by obedience, willingness to 
learn to pray, and fear God : endeavor to please her and 
your heavenly Father by all this; read every day your 
belo,·ed Bible; pray heartily, and forget not to sing a song 
of praise to your Redeemer. Whene\'er your dear 
mamma forbids you a thing, be ready to obey. Never 
give way to any stubbornness; and as you know that God 
is highly pleased with humility, learn to be humble, en­
treating your Saviour to destroy all the seed of pride, ancl 
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to clothe you with humility. l\lay the blessing of God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be with you. Amen! 

" Remember me, and pray for me, that I may walk 
worthy of the g~spel of our Lord Jesus Christ; and that 
by my poor ministry many souls may truly be converted 
to our Lord Jesus Christ." 

"Trichinopoly, Sept. fl, 177:i. 

"Hal'ing written a few lines to your dcnr mamma, I 
thought it proper to address you likewise. You may be 
sure I hal'c thought 011 you ,·cry often, rcprc~cnting to my 
mind the comfort which you would afford to your clear 
mamma during the passage. In this obedient disposition 
l hope you will continue, nay, improl'c, as you aclrnnce 
in knowledge. You know, even in y0ur tender years, 
how agreeable it is to God, and what a great blessing he 
bas promised to obedient children. The fear of Goel, as 
a rel'erential regard to keep his commandments, and a 
holy care not to offend him, I hope, will prcsen-e your 
tender hearts; and to strengthen this holy fear ancl lore 
to God, I hope you pray often and deroutly. As you 
liked prayer in your tender years, I hope yon will not 
neglect it as yo11 adrnnce in age. Let your Bible be your 
most belol'ed book. Reacl am) consider how Jesus your 
Saviour lived, how he ga1·e himself fur us all, how he sits 
at the right hand of God lo bless us, and to send his Holy 
Spirit into our hcnrts. But all this }'OtH dear mamma 
will explain lo you more clearly. l\lay God lead and 
guide JOU by his IIoly Spirit, that your whole life may 
bring glory to God and comfort to your dear mamma and 
friends. 

"l\Iy dear J. entreat particularly to be diligent in learn­
ing useful knowledge, and sincere. I hope to hear from 
him, and to learn how he has impro1·ed in those things 
which suit his age. 

"Next January, the little J.* whom I educate, shall 
write him a lcttC'r; at present he Le/!s to send liis compli­
ments. Ilc is just 11Ow mad ing his Persian books, which 
he began to learn just after )'Otir departure. Farewell, 

* This was the son of his friend, the excellent :\lr. Kohlhoff, of 
TranquPbar, whom Swartz had :1Jopted, and whom he was rducat­
ina; wh, wa, aflerwards his colleaaue and successor, at Tanjore, 
o.ti"d still lives, the highly respected s7'pcrior of that mission. 
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belol'ed children! May the blessing of God be upon you 
at all times! " 

The converts to Christianity in Trichi,nopoly and the 
neigh boring l'illages, during the year I 77-5, were numer­
ous, a11d, in general, able to gi~e a satisfactory account of 
their faith. Amo11g them, Swartz mentions a young man 
of high caste, who had deliberated more than three years, 
whether he n-011hl embrace the gospel. His relations 
opposer! his conrersion; but he followed the convictions 
of his own mind, and, ha,·ing cultivated our language, 
was taken into the senice of an English gentleman. His 
countrymen shunned .incl re,·iled him; which he bore 
with humility, yet without dejection; and, finding that 
they could not de-press his spirits, they acknoll'ledged the 
wrong they had clone him, and eren entreated him to read 
to them some passages of the New Testnment. In the 
~arne letter, Swartz speaks of two families, 11ear Trich­
inopoly, who had been conrnrted, and whose patience, 
under the persecution u·hich had followed from their hea­
then 1wighbors, combined with a clegree of cheerful bold­
ness in maintainin_!; their Christian profession, ha<l been 
productire of such happy e!Tects, that a third family ha<l 
been induced to embrace the truth; and he entertained 
the hope of ~hortly seeing the whole village converted to 
Christianity. 

The deposition of the r:ijah of Tanjore, an<l the as­
sumption of his country by the nabob of Arcot, having 
been the sole act of the l\Iadras gol'ernment, was, after a 
considerable interval, the subjPct of serious discussion in 
England. Notwithstanding all the efforts of the nabob, 
the voice of justice JJrc1·ailed, and an order was sent out 
from tha Court of Directors, to restore the rajah to his 
former authority. The president of Port ~t. George was, 
iu consequence, recalled; and, in April 1770, the resto­
ration of Tuljajee, under certain concliti/Jns highly favor• 
ahle to the Ilritish interests, was proclaimed at Tanjore. 
This event led to the rene\\'ed and more beneficial inter­
course of Swartz with the rajah and his kingdom. 

In the course of this year, professor Preylinghausen, 
of Halle, to whom the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge ha<l repeatedly applied without success, in-
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formed them that the Rev. J. J. Schoelkopf, of whom he 
wrote in stron" tern1s of commendation, was on his way 
to London, to ~mbark as a missionary to India. On the 
29th of October, he ll'as presented to the Society, and 
was addressed by the Rev. Mr. llourdillon, in an eloquent 
charge, in Latin, in which he refers to the subject of' this 
memoir, in language which prol'es the high e,timation in 
which he was held in this country. ... Neither," he 
observed, "do you engage in this career alone: for, in­
dependently of that divine assistance which will attend 
both your entrance upon it and your daily progress, you 
have the happiness of finding a ll"ide and eflcctual door 
opened to you, and of being preceded by the illustrious 
example of Swartz, as a follow-laborer; by whose un­
wearicd diligence, admirable prudence, and incredihle 
labors, the work of the gospel has, to the great joy, and 
gratulation to hea1·en, of this Society, within these few 
years, made no inconsiderable adrnnces in Tanjore: 
whose footsteps, if you follow, not only as a friend and 
colleague, but as a most skilful leader, and imitate his 
faith, his zeal, his virtues, how will the solid experience 
of the one, the cheerful emulation of the other, and the 
united studies and lahors of both, redound to the intlu­
ence and efficacy of pure reli!!ion, and to the desired 
enlargement of the kingdom of Christ ! " 

l\lr. Schoelkopf replied in Latin, in a manner which 
gave a rery fal'orable impression of his talents and piety, 
and sailed immediately for India, but diecl soon after his 
arrival, to the great disappointment ancl concern of 
Swartz, who mentions, with genuine Chri,tian foeling, 
this aillicting c,ent in the folloll"ing extract from a letter 
to professor Freylinghausen, dated September::?.:;, 1777. 

"Your letter, containing the agreeable intelligence of 
a missionary coming to my a:;sistancc, afforded me great 
satisfaction. This gentlemen arril'ed safely at l\l adrus; 
but it pleased the Lor<l of life and death soon to call him 
to himself, by a pleurisy, which terminated his life in a 
few days. You may ea~ily concei,·e how deeply this in­
telligence affected me. But the Lord is holy: just and 
true are all his ways. Our duty is to submit to his will. 
May he hal'e mercy on us, an<l support the work in which 
we arc engaged, for Christ's sake!" 
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The next extract from this letter, affords another illus­
tration of the wise and pious caution of Swartz, as to any 
interference in political matters. 

" Respecting our situation at Tanjore, you will easily 
concei,·e the confusion iuto which \\'e hare been thrown 
by the late events at l\ladras.* Indeed, the arrest of the 
goremor by his council, conld not fail to have a great 
influence on the affairs of Tanjorc. It being known that 
the king placed confidence in me, I receired letters re­
questing me to persuade him to accede to certain propo­
sitions ; but this I refused in a polite way, as a business 
which would interfere with the conscientious discharge of 
my sacred office. This is the cause of my not having 
conversed with the king for these six months past. It is 
with great regret I have to inform you, that he has lately 
given way to a luxurious and dissipated life; so that little 
hope can now be entertained respecting him. Yet, let 
us not forget, that God can <lo exceeding abundantly 
above all that 11·e can ask or think." 

How clearly docs Swartz here intimate one of the most 
powerful causes which hindered the religious progress of 
the rajah; } et with what faith and charity docs he e~press 
his feelings on this interesting point, both in this and in a 
succeeding letter; while, at the same time, what imme­
diately follows, ~hows his anxiety to promote the improve­
ment of the rajah in Christian knowledge, though at the 
expense of additional labor in acquiring another language. 

"I learned,'' he continues, "at the request of the king, 
the l\lahratta language,t into which I ha\"C translated a 
dialogue between a Christian and a heathen, composed by 
me in the l\Ialabar (Tamul) tongue, al the expre5s desire, 
and at the expense, of Archcleacon Congreve.t May God 
command his blessing according to the riches of his grace! 

• Alludin<r lo the contest betwt>en the governor and the council, 
and the sub~cquent arrest of Lord rigot. 

t This is the language of the princes of Tanjorc, as descended 
from the l\lahratta conquerors; and to his acquisition of it, for the 
purposes of his mission, Mr. Swarlz, doubtle~s, owed much of his 
subsequent influence in that court. 

t Thus virtually fulfilling the object of the venerable Archdeacon's 
proposal, mentioned p. 170. 
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The order and contents of this dialogue are as follow:-
1 st. On the being and infinite majesty of God. 
2d. On his glorious attributes. 
3d. On creation and prol'idence. 
4th. On the overflowing goodness of God towards our 

first parents, in creating them good and happy. 
5th. On their deplorable foll, and consequent great 

misery. 
6th. On the unspeakable mercy of God, in promising, 

and sending in due time, a Saviour, to the fallen human 
race. 

ith. On our Saviour's person, and what he has done for 
the redemption of mankind. 

8th. The way appointed by God for receiving man into 
his fovor again; namely, that of repentance, faith, and 
holiness. 

9th. The means by which mn11ki11d may obtain strength 
for repentance; namely, prayer and the sacraments. 

10th. On the unspeakable happiness of those who walk 
in the path of faith, ordained by God, and keep his com­
m:mdmeuts. 

11 th. Lastly, a Treatise, proving the truth of the Chris­
tian religion." 

This dialogue, the admirable outline of which is thus 
detailed by its excellent author, is still highly valued, and 
extensirely used in its original language on the coast of 
Coromandel. 

"I regret," thus Swartz concludes this interesting 
letter, "that I cannot reside more constantly at Tanjore. 
I hare scarcely found an entrance into the hearts of my 
hearers, when I must leave them again. You arc well 
aware, that a few com·ersations will not suffice. Contin­
ual preaching is required, as well as frequent friendly con-
1·ersc, which will afford an opportunity of bringing to their 
consideration the rnrious divine truths of the Scriptures. 
By relating to them the many remarkable e1·ents revealed 
in the Old and New Testaments, the foundation of hea­
thenism is shaken, and Christianity appears in all her 
beauty. l\Jany hare obserred, that when they first con­
versed with me, scarcely any thing struck them as deserv­
ing particular attention ; and that they secretly thought 
how they might get rid of me, or confound me by their 

16 
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~nswers. But after hearing a more complete representa• 
t10n of the dilfereut facts and points of the Christian reli­
gion, they theu ~aw the end in view, and the aJvantages to 
be obtained. God grant that we may put our hands with 
renewe<l zeal, vigor, anti joy, to the great work of con­
verting the heathen!" 

The regret so frequently expressed by this great mis­
siouary, at his inability to reside more constantly at Tan­
jore, was happily relieved by the kindness of bis Danish 
brethren at Tranquebar. On hearing of the death of l\Ir. 
Schoelkopf, they sent one of their own number, the Rev. 
Christian Pohlc, then recently arrived in India, to assist 
him; and on his earnest recommendation, the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge recei\·ed him as one of 
their missionaries at Tridiinopoly, thus enabling Swartz 
to direct his more immediate attention to Tanjore. "Mr. 
Pohlc," he says, " has a clear head and a pious heart, 
with a great desire of doing good to the natives, and has 
made such proficiency in the Oriental languages, as to be 
able, in three months, to preach in the l\Ialabar language." 

This excellent missionary made himself master of the 
English as well as the Tamul language, so as to officiate 
with acceptance in both tongues, and soon took a \'ery 
active part in the work both of the ministry and the 
schools. 

In consequence of the assistance thus seasonably ob­
tained, Mr. Swartz, during the year 1777, visited Tanjore 
four times. " ( 11 one of 111y journeys," he says, "I arrived 
at a large place, where the heathen were celebrating a 
feast. I was struck with the excessi\•e crowd which I 
saw before me. I stood at some distance from them, but 
was soon surrounded by a great number of people, to whom 
I explained the glorious perfections of God, and remarked 
how they dishonorcd him by their idolatry. I told them 
at the same ti111e, what i11fi11ite mercy God hat.I shown to 
lost sinners, by sending 1hem a H.edee111er, and how they 
might become partakers of I he benefits of redemption. 
All seemed plca~cd, and acknowledged their own folly, 
aud the excellence of the Chri~tiau doctrine. I spoke till 
I was quite exh;iusted." 

In l;is letter to the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, Swartz lamculs i11 this year the loss of the 
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able and exemplary catechist, Rayappeu. "His solid 
knowledge," he says, "of the Christian doctrine, his 
meek hchavior towards all, his co11te11ted mind, and, 
more particularly, his )ol'e of Chri:'t and humble zeal in 
preaching the word of God, were acknoll'lcdged both by 
Christians and heathens." 

\Vith respect to the natil'es in general, he obscrrns, 
" that though many who were con,·inced of the truth and 
excellence of Chri~tianity were restrained by worldly con­
siderations from embracing it, the divine blessing rested 
on his endea,·ors, to the real conversion of some." " It is 
our duty," he adds, " to be faithful in the discharge of our 
office, without being too anxious as to the number of 
those who are benefited by our labors." 

The following extract from a letter to professor Frey­
linghausen, dated Tanjore, Jan. 2:J, 1778, contains a 
brief, but interesting expression of his feelings i11 the re­
view of the preceding year. 

"Blessed be God for his abundant mercy, by which the 
missionary brethren and myself have been spared, sup­
ported, directed, and consoled ! Who are we that He 
should have compassion on us from day to day? ,ve are 
all well, although some of us begin to foci the effects of 
advanced age. The <liffcrent congregations at Trichi­
nopoly, Vellum, and Tanjore, are not only preserved, but 
have lately received an accession of fifty members. The 
schools arc continued with good success; but it is with 
regret that I ha\'C to state, that the junior teacher of the 
English school has appli.ed for leave to resign his place, as 
another more lucrative situation has been offered to him. 
The senior schoolmaster also wishes to lca,·e us; he in­
tends Lo turn merchant. They harn by no means "-sucb 
is the pious reflection of the deroted missionary upon the 
secession of these useful fellow-laborers-" a due value for 
the welfare of immortal souls. As they sec other people 
laboring for riches, and many succeeding in their schemes, 
they also become eager for their possession. 0 may the 
gracious Lord not lea\'C us ! 

"The catechists are all out on different journeys to 
preach the gospel to Christians and heathens. From their 
reports, as well as from my own ohservations, it appears 
that the principal cause which pre\·ents most heathens 
from embracing Christianity, is the fear of man. 
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"Of the king of Tanjore, I cannot relate much good at 
present. Formerly the brahmins stood in his way; an<l 
now ---. Ilut let us recollect, that all things are pos­
sible with God. He has ways and means of humbling 
the proud, an<l of opening prospects for the dissemination 
of the gospel. I have presented the king with a copy of 
the Treatise, which I compose<l at the desire of Arch­
deacon Congrel'e, which he receive<l kin<lly; and it is 
sai<l that he reads it. l\lay God bless its perusal!" 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Tanjore, the future residence of l\lr. Swartz-His Report of the 
l\lission for the year li7.3--Letters to friends-History of a young 
Ilindoo convert-}hjor Stevens-Foundation of a Church at 
Tanjore-:\Ir. Swartz called by the Gonrnor lo l\Iadras-Ilis 
mission to Hyder Ali-Account of his journey lo Seringapatam­
Reception by Hyd,•r-His Palace and Government-Swartz's oc­
cupations during his stay-His last interview with Ilydcr-Ilis 
return to l\ladras-Ilis disinterestedness, as to remuneration-He 
obtains a s3lary for l\Ir. Pohll·, and assistance towards building his 
Church al Tanjore-Rellections on his Embassy to Hyder. 

FR0~1 this period, Tanjorc formed the chief residence of 
Swartz, though he occasionally visited Trichinopoly, and 
superintended the missionary proceedings at both places. 

The territory of Tanjore was conquered from the reign­
ing Hindoo prince, by Eckojee, a member of the ;\lahratta 
family, towards the close of the sixteenth century. Fertil­
ized by the sacred waters of the Ca 1·ery, it is considered 
as holy land, and has always been a most favorite resi­
dence of the Hindoos. Its capital, bordering on tile deltr. 
of the Coleroon and the Carery, is wealthy and splendid, 
adorned with a pagoda, which eclipses iu magnificence all 
other structures in the south of India; and exceeding, in 
the number of its sacred buildings and charitable institu­
tions, all the neighboring provinces. Its soil is peculiarly 
rich and productive, and its inhabitants numerous and in­
dustrious. Having sulfered but little from the i\lohamme­
dan invasion, the Hindoos of Tanjore preserved much of 
the original character of their religion, and cultivated the 
study of their sacred literature with ardor and success. 
Though inconsiderable, in point of extent, its comparative 
opulence and its local position rendered Tanjore, at that 

Hi. 
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period the seat both of a political resident and of a British 
garrison, a place of great interest and importance. Such 
was the spot in which the future exertions of Swartz, for 
the diffusion of our holy religion, were to be conducted. 

In communicating to the Society for Promoting Chris­
tian Knowledge his general report for the year 177S, he 
observes, that among the Hiudoos at Trichinopoly and 
'l'anjore, there were many thousands, even among the 
brahmins, who confessed that their idolatry was both 
vain and sinful. It was not nnusual for them, when 
pressed by his arguments, to reply, " True-what can 
avail all our images and innumerable ceremo11ies ! There 
is but one supreme Being, the maker and preserver of 
all!" '' Hardly a day passes," he says, "in which hrah­
mins do not visit my house at Tanjore, hear attentively 
what is addressed to them, frequently take up a book in 
which the doctrines of Christianity are explained, and 
praise it as a divine religion." Ilut too generally their 
convictions e11ded with their applause. " A brahmin," he 
continues, "being asked what he wonld resolve upo11, 
whether he intended to stifle his conviction, or to receive 
that divine doctrine, and to profess it, replied that he 
could not deny the impression he had received, and that 
he had sounded some of his acquaintance; but that they 
all insisted upon the task as too difficult and dangerous, 
on account of the great uumbersoftheprofessorsofidolatry. 
Nothing, therefore, but fear keeps them, at present, from 
embracing the Christian religion ; but it is to be hoped 
that this conviction will embolden them, one day or other, 
to shake off that inglorious servitude of sin and Satan. 
For my part," he adds, "I entertain a cheerful hope of 
seeing better days, an<l therefore rejoice in the present 
opportunity of preaching the salutary doctrine of Christ, 
frequenlly calling to my mind, that there is a time of 
sowing prnceding that of reaping. 

"At Trichinopoly, we begin and end the day with 
public prayer. At Ta11jore, I have introduced the same 
cuslom. Very often, brahmins and others have been 
presenr, observing our reading the word of God, our sing­
ing and praying. I never uiscourage the heathen from 
.being present at any of our acts of solemn worship."• 

* An instance of the beneficial effect of this practice occurs in the 
nP.xt lcuer to l\lr, Cha.mlms. 
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Early in this year, Swartz addressed the folloll'ing alfec­
tionate and instructi1·e letter to the children of his late 
friend, Colonel Wood. 

" l\ly dear young Friends,-! hoped to read a line from 
you this year; nay, from the letter of your dear mamma, 
I understood that you were kindly inclined Lo make me 
so happy; but perhaps the ship sailed before you had 
finished it. Well, I am fully satisfied with the good 
account your dear mamma sent me of your health and 
improvement in all useful knoll'ICJdge; particularly I re­
joiced at your filial obedience to your dear mamma. 
'frnly this account was joyful, and a subject of thanks­
gi,·ing to God. As you have begun so l10pcfully, I trust 
you will continue in that path which will not only rejoice 
the heart of your dear mamma, but, which is infinitely 
more, will be a joy to angels and their Lord. Oh, my dear 
friends, read daily the ll'ord of God, and let Lhe meditation 
of it be your delight. Ily so doing, your understanding 
will be enlightened ; the doctrine of your blc~sed Re­
deemer will be like food to your hearts ; your alfcctions 
will be fixed upon him who is thCJ source of your bles,ing; 
your whole conduct will be conformable to the will of your 
best friend; and lastly, this t.laily meditation of Holy 
Scripture will guard ant.I presen·e you from the path of 
the wicked. 

"Never read the word of God without prayer. De sure, 
my dear friends, that the neglect of fen-ent prayer is the 
cause of so much iniquity in the world. Forget not how 
tenderly the blessed Redeemer has adrised us to enter 
into our chambers, to shut the door, and to pray to our 
Father in secret. You know that he himself practised 
prayer, and so set us an example which it is our duty a11t.l 
happiness to follow. 

" ,vherernr you arc>, watch lest e1·il conrnrsation de­
prave your tender hearts. You know that we cannot trust 
our hearts; therefore be always upon your guard, and 
walk as in the presence of God. 

" You sec how plain I am to you, because I love you 
all, and wish to hear of your spiritual and temporal 
happiness. How happy should I be if I could be with 
you, and bend my. knees with you before the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! Ilut that being very improbable, 
I hope to spend with you a blessed eternity. 
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" Pray for me, my dear friends, that I may preacl, the 
gospel or my Sa,·iour faithfully ; that I may not labor in 
vain, but win immortal souls unto Christ; and that I may 
finish my course with joy, and enter iuto the joy of my 
Lord. 

" Remember me respectfully to your kind governess. 
l\Iay divine grace guide her in instructing you! Farewell, 
my dear frien<ls, and fulfil by your Christian behavior the 
wishe<l-for joy of your affectionate friend and serrant, 

"c. F. SWAllTZ." 

It is difficult to conceive any thing more truly wise, 
Christian, and paternal, than the preceding letter, more 
perfectly illustrating the clnracter of the excellent writer, 
or better adapted to impress the hearts and to promote 
the improvement of the young persons to whom it was 
addres,ed. 

To l\Ir. Chambers, who had now removed to Calcutta, 
Swartz wrote in this year, as follows. 

"i\ly dear Fricnd,-You ha1•e truly put me to shame 
by your repeated .kind farnrs, when I rellect on my neg­
lect in answering. Pardon this neglect. I promise to 
mend in this, as I ought in all points of my duty. 

"Hitherto a merciful God has preserved your unworthy 
friend, and bestowed on him innumerable benefits. Would 
to God I had made proper returns for all his unmerited 
kindness! 

"The mournful story of )'our valuable servant* has 
much affected me and every one who has heard of it. 
Satan is 'a murderer from the beginning,' and his servants 
are too often, at least in their hearts, or the same hellish 
disposition. The conduct of that young man is a great 
comfort to you, and to us, in this melancholy affair. l\Iay 
God raise up many to be witnesses of his grace, and the 
divine effects which it produces in the hearts of all, who 
do not wilfully oppose it ! 

" The most agreeable account which I have heard a 
long time of the conversion of souls, is doubtless that 
which you so circumstantially <lescribed lo me. I mean 

* The p:uticulars of this story clo not appear. Jt seems probable 
that the enmity of some of the natives had proved fatal to a con­
verted servant of !\Jr. Chambers. 
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that happy couple, l\lr. and l\Irs. ---.* Tell them 
that as all angels and servants of God rejoice 01·er a sinner 
that repenteth, so the devil and his serrnnts murmur and 
blaspheme. 0 may our blessed Redeemer fill their hearts 
with 'joy and peace in believing,' that they may go on 
vigorously to the praise of their Saviour, to the encourage­
ment of fellow Christians, and to the confusion of the 
devil!" 

The narratirn which follows, illustrates the beneficial 
effect of the practice already mentioned of permitting the 
nati1·es to be present at the derntional exercises of the 
missionaries, as well as the difficulty attending their con­
l'ersion to Christianity. 

" Here I had a few days ago an example which pleased 
me very much, though attended with trouble. A young 
man of twenty-four years of the shraf caste resoll'ed to 
visit us at our erening prayer-heard the word of God 
explained, joined in prayer, meditated what to do-came 
to a settled resolution to join the despised people of God. 
Not poverty, not quarrel, but a desire of being happy, 
inclined him. He was engaged to marry a young woman, 
the daughter of a rich man at Seringham. The day of 
their wedding was appointed. lie told his mother that 
he would fain marry that girl, hut not with idolatrous rites. 
The mother said, ' I wish I had killed you as soon as you 
were born,' &c. All this happened before his being 
baptized. The relations got him cunningly, and kept 
him a close prisoner; but he found an opportunity of 
making his escape, and came hither to Tanjore. Ilis 
mother and others made a great noise, and came and 
begged I would not admit him. I replied, i11 the presence 
of brahmins and a number of people, that 1 nerer forced 
any body; but that I could not reject him, if he desired 
me to instruct him. Further, I said, ' II ere he is; ask 
him whether he likes to go with yon, or stay with us.' 
The young man said,' l\Iother, and friends, if you can 
show me a better way to heaven, I will follow you-but I 
will not live any lo11ger i11 idolatry.' I remained in my 
house; the young man went to the chattiram ; his relations 

* The friends here alluded to, continued, durin~ many years, both 
in India and in Englancl, to adorn and promote the religion of the 
gospel. 
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followed him, and fairly carried him off to Vellum ; but 
he again contrived to make his escape. After that, I 
instructed him daily, and baptized him. l\Iay Jesus 
triumph ornr all his enemies shortly! 

" As to the rajah here, I thought to write to you as soon 
as I knew any thing with certainty. Ilut I saw that this 
might detain me too long. I have not seen him since 
Feliruary. He has married more wives-lircs a sensual 
life, and indulges much, as his people say, in drunkenness. 
He is surrounded with bad people. Nay, to ~ay the plain 
truth, the beha~·ior of many Europeans to him has dis­
gnsted him much. You know, my dear friend, that the 
generality of our people do not mind that which is 
Christ's. 

"In Colonel Wood's affair, he has declared that not he 
but the nabob is obliged to pay the debt. 

"Remember me to your kind brother. 0 how I esteem 
people who introduce justice into this desert. l\Iay your 
brother prosper! Ilut you mention not a word of your 
mother. God bless you! I am your affectionate friend 
and servant, "c. F. SWARTZ, 

"Your blessed employment, how it rejoiceth me!­
Illessed be God! Watch and pray, without ceasing." 

His next,letter to !\Jr. Chambers is strongly indicative 
of that simple, yet elevatecl, and devoted piety which so 
peculiarly distinguished Swartz. The individual to whom 
he so painfully refers,* had long been connected with the 
mission at l\Iadras, but was now imolved in pecuniary 
embarrassments arising from secular speculations and 
engagements, which obscured the lustre ancl impaired the 
efficacy of liis previous exemplary labors. It is consoling 
to know that he was spared for se\'eral years after this 
period, and lived in some measure to redeem his character, 
and to prom the substantial excellence of his religious 
principles, and the validity of his Christian profession and 

* The person here referred to is no doubt Mr. John Kiernander, 
the missionary about whom Carne, in his "Lives of Eminent 
Missionaries," has attempted to throw an air of sentimentalism. 
Kiernandcr's conduct was such. as entirely to disquali(v him for the 
place which is given him with Eliot, and Swartz, and Hans Ege<lc. 
-.dui. Ed. 



THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 191 

hope. The allusion, however, to his case is preserl'ed as 
a warning- to those who may be engaged as missionaries, 
particularly in India, to avoid with the utmost caution, all 
worldly occupations and pursuits ; while the kindness and 
forbearance exercised by Swartz upon this painful occa­
sion may teach a lesson of charity to all, as to an olfcnd­
ing and fallen brother. 

".l\ly dear Friend,-1 arrived here at .Madras yesterday; 
and as I heard that a vessel is to be despatched to-morrow 
for Bengal, I thought it my duty to write you a line or 
two. The occasion of my taking this journey is mel­
ancholy. l\Ir. --, who has brought disgrace upon 
himself and us all, is dangerously ill. Some friends 
thought it necessary that I should try to get some infor­
mation concerning certain points before he died. He is 
a little better, and as I hare been dissuaded from entering 
upon that business, I shall say no more of it, except that 
his conduct has gi\·en me the most pungent p~in. What 
shall I say 1 Let us watch and pray, lest we enlcr, fall, 
and sink into temptation. What is man when left to his 
own foolish devices! 

" Your truly friendly letter has rcri\'ed me in the midst 
of all my present anxieties. The contents of it arc glad 
tidings out of Sion. Blessed be God! 

" I rejoice that you have awakeued in some degree 
l\Ir. --.* 0 may you be a happy instrument of his 
thorough recovery ! Yonr a<hice to him not to compose 
his own sermons till he be more perfect in the English 
language is prudent. Any thing of his owu compo,ition 
in his present condition wou!d rather hinder edification. 
!\Jay he ham so much good sense as to follow the ad1·ice 
of sincere friends ! 

"It is cheering to rcl1ect on the externally de1·011t be­
havior of the congregation. 0 may the Spirit of .Jesus 
come on them like a rain, that the Bengal dPsPrt may 
become a fertile soil, and fruitful field of the Lord! 

"That this time is a time of apostasy and blasphemy 
none can deuy ; bnt this must not di~co11ragc us from 
glorifying our Goel and H.cdcemer. No; 'tu contra 
audentior ito.' Who knoll's but God may bless us one 

• A young missionary at Calcutta. 
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way or qther 1 And if, (which God forbid!) we should 
seem to spend our strength in vain ; yet the work ( and 
the fruit of it) is the Lord's. 

"It is a most pleasing reflection to me, which has been 
much strengthened by the reading of your favor, that God 
is able to raise for himself servants to do his will, and to 
promote the glory of his name, though those who arc 
most obliged to do it should turn faithless to their charge. 

"l\lay you be a burning and a shining light, like St. John 
-a light, full of divine knowledge-burning, and rigorous 
to live according to that knowledge; and la5tly, shining, 
and diffusing that knowledge wherever you arc! 

"l\ly poor prayer shall attend you, and your dear friends. 
·whenever I bow my knees before the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, I shall often remember you, not only because 
you are my friend, but because you are a friend Qf my 
dear l\Iaster. 

"Rcmcml.Jcr me kindly to l\1r. and l\lrs. --, likewise 
the young lady that has dared to be unfashionable, so as 
to count all things but dross in comparison of the excel­
lency of Jesus Chri~t our Lord. l\ly praJer to God is, 
that they all may be fruitful branches ingraftcd into the 
true l'ine, viz. Jesus Christ. 

"And now, my 1lcar friend, abide in him, so shall you 
become chily more fruitful, and your fruit shall remain 
sure; all(], which above all is comfortable, your prayer 
will be acceptable before Goel, so that whatcl"er you ask, 
the Father in heaven will grant, on account of Jesus, 
with whom you arc united. 

" Farewell, my dearest of all friends. De strong, 
watch and pray. And may God prosper you! You shall 
hear from me soon again. I am constantly your affection­
ate friend and servant, 

"C. F. SwAuTz. 
"Major Stevcns's quarters, June 23, 1778." 

" l\ly old friend Obeck salute in the Lord. You will 
pardon my wri1i11g so badly; but I was obligNI to do it iu 
the night. Major Sterens desires to be remembered to 
you." 

l\1ajor Stevens, from whose quarters at Ma,Jras the pre­
ceding letter is dated, had been stationed at Tanjorc, and 



THE REV. C. F. SW ARTZ. 193 

was an intimate friend of Swartz. On the re~toralion of 
the rajah, the zeal of this brave and excellent officer for 
the interests of religion, induce,! him to erect at his own 
expense a temporary building in the large fort, in which 
Swartz officiated to the English garrison, and other Chris­
tians, natirn and European, in that place. 

",Ye had lost onr church in Tanjore," he observes in 
a letter to a friend, " after that fort had fallen into the 
hands of the nabob. lie amused us with empty promises; 
but when we were quite at a loss where to as~ernble for 
divine service, my pious friend, i\lajor Stel'ens, hnilt us a 
fine mud wall church, which cost him upwards of an 
hundred star pagodas. But the congregation increasing 
rapidly, and a fresh col'Cring with straw being requisite 
from time to time, we began in Jan. Iii!) to think of 
building a spacious and permanent church. A subscrip­
tion was ~et on foot, but the amount was shamefully in­
significant. At l\ladras, about ten thousand pagodas were 
cheerfully contributed towards erecting a plnylwuse. But 
to build a house of 71mycr, people ha\'C no monry. i\lajor 
Stel'ens, who could hal'e effectually promoted the subscrip­
tion, and superintended the building, and who intended 
to return to Europe, and make a faithful representation of 
what might promote the true interest of the llonorable 
Company, and the welfare of this country, was killed on 
the l..f1h of October, li78, before Pondichcrry. 

"G<'neral l\lunro, ll'ho knew, as well as el'Cry boily, 
that i\lajor Stcl'ens and I li1·ed together as brethren, con­
doled ll'ith me in the kindest manner, saying, 'You will 
11ot soon get a Stcrnns again ; howc,·er, I requc,t you will 
consider me as your friend.' ,\!though we arc bid not to. 
place our reliance upon men, and although their promises 
are seldom any thing more than compliments; yet I praise 
the Lord, whene,·cr he makes any one's heart willing to 
further the work of Goel, e1·cn in the smallest degree. At 
a risit which General l\l11nro and I paid the rajah, the 
general obserred, that Christianity is far to be preferred 
to Pag:rnism. 'I am convinced,' said the rajah, 'that the 
Christian religion is an hundred thousand times better 
than idolatry.'-But the conduct of the Europeans makes 
a bad impression on his mind. 

"In full reliance on the help of God, I set about the 
building of the church in the little Fort. On the 10th of 

17 



194 MEMOIRS OF 

March, 17i!J, the general laid the foundation stone, 11ine 
feet deep; and the garrison bei11g assembled, I preached 
a short sermon from the sixty-seventh Psalm. . 

"As I had l'endered the general some little service, by 
translating the letter which the Court of Directors had 
written to the king, by performing the duty of a chnplain 
in camp, for a short time, and otherwise, I was informed 
that he had requested government to make me a present 
for my trouble. Instantly, when I heard it, I wrote to 
Madras, declining any present for myself; but if they 
would do me a favor, l requested that they would make a 
present of bricks a11d lime, of which the company had 
here a quantity in store, towards building of this church, 
as we had not even money enough lo pay the laborers, 
much less to purchase materials. The general, who went 
to Madras, promise(! to support and promote my request." 

It was some time before l\lr. S11artz heard any thing 
further upon the subject; bnt at length he received a 
letter from the general, desiring him to repair without 
delay to l\ladras, as the governor, Sir Thomas Rumbohl, 
had something of importance to communicate to him. On 
his arrival at the preside11cy he was assured that his re­
quest respecting the church should be granted; and was 
informed of the purpose for which he had been summoned. 
This was no other than to undertake a confidential mission 
to Hyder Ali at Sering~patam, to endeavor to ascertain 
his actual dispositio11 with respect to the English, and to 
assure him of the pacific intentions of the l\ladras govern­
ment. 

Of this remarkable embassy Swartz ga1·e a brief ac­
count in his annual report to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge ; bnt as his conduct throughout this 
delicate and difficult undcrtak ing was equally honorable to 
his ability and his character, it deserves the more detailed 
narrative which he transmitted to his friends in Germany,* 
and which contains many curious and important particu­
lars both of his journey and of his intercourse with the 
very remarkable personage to whom he was sent. His 
description of Seringapatam and of the government of 
Hyder, at a period when he was at onco the terror and 
the scourge of the British possessions in India, will still 

• Missionary Correspondence. 
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be rea<l with interest; though his name, and that of his 
son, like those of greater conquerors, have ceased to excite 
either admiration or alarm. 

lt has 1,een already observed, that upon more than one 
occasion l\lr. Swartz hacl been solkited to act as the 
medium of communication bet11·ec11 the English govern­
ment and some of the native princes of Hindostan. This 
is 1,y no means extraor<linary. His remarkable sagacity 
and penetration, his familiar acqu.:intance with the native 
languages, his extensive information and experience, his 
calm temper and perfect self-possession, his open counte­
nance, and simple, ingenuous manners, and abo\'e all, 
his known <lisinterested11ess .:nd incorruptible integrity, 
1ieculiarly qualified him for such services. 

Ilut these, like all bis other talents and acquirements, 
were directed and controlled by the purest Christian 
priuciples, and rendered subservient to the honor of his 
divine Lord an<l l\laster; nor <loes he, upon this or any 
other occasion, appear for a moment to harn forgotten his 
one great character as a Christian missionary. 

On being introduced to Sir Thomas Rumbol<l, for the 
purpose of receiving his instructions for the commission 
with which he was about to be intruste<l, "the governor," 
says Swartz, "addressed me nearly as follows:"-

" 'There is reason to beliel'e that Hyder Ali Cawn 
meditates warlike designs; he has in some letters ex­
prcsse<l his displeasure, and even speaks in a menacing 
tone. \Ve wish to disco1·er his sentiments in this weighty 
affair with certainty, and think you are the fittest person 
for this purpose. You will ohlige us if you will make a 
journey thither, sound Hyder Ali, an<l assme him that we 
entertain peaceable thought~. 

"' The reason why 1Ye ha\'G fixed upon you, is, because 
you understand the IIi11dostanee, consequently need no 
interpr<'ler in your conferences. We arc convince<l that 
you will act disinterestedly, and will not allow any one to 
bribe you. You can travel privately through the country, 
without external pomp and parade, and thus the whole 
journey will remain a secret (which is of ~rent importance 
to us) until you reach llyder Naik him~elf. You will have 
nothing to do, but to refer Hyder to his own letters, and to 
answer some dubious circumstances; and if you perceive 
liim to be peaceably clispo~ecl, inform him that some prin-
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cipal memhers of council will come to him to settle the 
business finally. As 1he intention of the journey is good 
and Chri"1 i1111, namely, to prevent the effusion of human 
blood, and lo preserve this country in peace, this commis­
siou militates uot against, but highly becomes, your sacred 
office; 1111d therefore we hope you will accept it.' " 

This u11expected proposal, as may be readily imagined, 
surprised and perple:-ced the good missionary. "I re­
quested ti11ll'," he sar, "for reflection, intending to lay 
the caoe i11 retire111e11l before God. It immediately oc­
curred to me that it was in more than one 1cspect an 
undertaki11:i: of 1Ja11~er."-h was, indeed, truly such, both 
from the 11at11re of the country through which he was 
to pa,s, and from the fierce and perfidious character 
of the de~potic chief whose territories he was about to 
enter. 

" lla,·ing i111plored wisdom from above, I thought it," 
he continues," my duty not to decline the proposal. The 
grounds ll'hich determined me, were, 

"1st. Because the mission to Ilyder was not attended 
with any political intrigues. To presene the blessings 
of peace was the only aim I had i11 vie\\', and at that time 
I really hcli1•vcd Sir Thomas's intentions to be npright 
and peaceable. I cousidered. that if God, according to 
the riches of his mercy, would vouchsafe to employ me 
as au in,tr11n1t~nt lo establish the happiness of British 
India, I durst nol withdraw myself, nor shrink hack on 
account of the danger of the uurlertaking, of which I 
was fully aware; hut I ,·e11turcd upon it in firm reliance 
upon God and bis fatherly protection. 

"2d. llc,ca11se this would en a hie me to announce the 
gospel of God my Saviour in many parts, where it had 
nel'er been k1101rn before. And, 

":ld. As the Ilonorable Company and the goYernment 
had shown me repeated kindness, I conceived that by this 
journry I might give them some marks of my gratitude. 

" B11t at I he same time I resolved to keep my hands 
undefiled from any presents, by which determination the 
Lord enabled me to abide; so that I have not accepted a 
single farthing, sa1·e 111y travelling expenses. 

"These," he ,1dd.:s, " having heen given me, I return­
ed to Tanjore, where I left directions with the nali~e 
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teachers, how they were to act during my absence, and to 
Trichinopoly, where I preached to the Europeans and 
natives in the absence or the Rev. l\lr. Pohle, who was 
on a tour to Palamcotta." 

On the 1st of July, 17W, he set out from Trichinopoly on 
his important and honorable mission, accompanied by his 
able catechist, Sattianaden. He stopped the first night at 
Curuttaley, a beautiful place near the Ca very, the aqueduct 
from which irrigating the low south lands, enabled the 
nabob to reap the fields thrice every year as for as Trichi­
nopoly. The catechist here read to the inhabitants, and 
many attending brahmins, from the Tamul dialogues be­
tween a Christian and a heathen. On the Gth they halted 
at Cattaley, and conversed with many of the natives on 
the salvation of the gospel ; in the evening they arri1·ed 
at Caroor, the frontier fort of Hyder, about forty English 
miles from Trichinopoly. 

Here he found the son of a Dutch gentleman at Co­
lombo, witli \\'hom he had once resided for ~ercral months, 
and who had shown him much kindness. This young 
man had been most liberally established in Ceylon by his 
father; but being olfeuded by the refusal of some trilling 
request, he went in disgust to Negapatam, inrnll'ed himself 
in hazardous speculations, was obliged to withdraw from 
Madras, where he next resided, and at length entered into 
the service of Hyder Ali, raised recruits for him, and incur­
red debts, in the hope that he would pay for them. Hyder 
allowed him a salary ; but deducted more than one-half 
monthly, for the purpose of liquidating his debts. Here 
he passed his life in sorrow, sighing 01·er his folly, yet not 
thoroughly disposed to renounce it. Hence he engaged 
in new speculations, which only added to his perplexities. 
"How many," obserres Swartz, "have I known, who, 
from determined self-will, ha1·e lost their prosperity, their 
lives, nay, too often, it is to be feared, their eternal salva­
tion ! 0 how should parents and teachers endearor to 
inculcate on those intrustecl to them, humility, and the 
subjugation of their own will ! " 

At Caroor he remained a month, having to write to 
Hyder for permission to advance, and to await his an­
swer. During this interval, which to many would have 
proved tedious and uninteresting, Swartz found full and 
most useful occupation. ·with his young friend from 

17 • 
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Ceylon, and his family, he performed divine service. 
Some of his servants he instructed, and baptized. In the 
place itselt~ he and Sattianaden proclaimed the majesty 

. of God, the dr.ep corruption of man, the mighty Saviour, 
and the nature and necessity of repentance and faith in 
him. Upon these occasions, the street was often quite 
filled. l\la11y listened attentively. A Lrahmin said, 
" This is deep wisdom." A young man replied to his 
exhortation, 11 Look at the water in the river: will it 
assume another color 1 As little shall we change." 
Some objected, that it was repugnant to them to receive 
the Christia11 doctrine, though they acknowledged it to 
be good, from Europeans. Were it preached by brah­
mins, it wolllcl be more acceptable. 

On the Gth of August, Swartz and his catechist left 
Caroor, teaching and conrnrsing with heathens and Ro­
man Christians by the way. On the 8th, being Sunday, 
they staitl_ at Curremudi, where he was joiued by his 
friend and his family from Caroor. IIe preached to them 
from the 19th of St. Luke. 11 ,ve were on the banks," 
he says, 11 of the river Carery ,. where beautiful trees 
render the scene very delightful. We had a long dis­
course with a pandaram, on the principal subjects of 
religion. ·when he heard of the resurrection, he said, 
'What is this 1 Can the body rise again 1'" 

The next day they came to Errocle, where they ob­
served the vestiges of the English army, which had some 
years since encamped there, and captured the fort. In 
the afternoon, they arrived at Ilovnny. 11 This," says 
Swartz, "is an islaud formetl by the Cavery, ancl highly 
venerated by the Hinrloos. As we were to halt here for 
some time, I visited the inhahitants, iuspected the pa­
goda, and the lol'ely ~pots near the river, 11·here the 
brahmins are accustomed to assemble. The streams 
flowing on each tiide, and the lofty am! branchi11g trees, 
refresh the eye and the spirits much more than in Europe. 
Several brahmins pressed me to visit them, when I set 
before them the doctrine of Chri:::t, and earnestiy adrno11-
ishe<l and exhorted them. Appare11tly, they approved 
all ; but there it reste<l. ' We have already hearcl of 
you, said one ; how you have declared the true law at 
Caroor.'" 

On the 14th, they reached Sattimungulum, after tra1·-
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elling for more than a day at the foot of the mountains. 
The fort stands on a high rock, opposite to which is a 
pagoda, from which Colonel Wood bombarded aud cap­
tured it without much trouule. The marks of the shot 
were distiuctly visible. Ileing Sunday, divine sen·ice 
was performed with his friends l'rom Caroor, and Swartz 
preached from Luke xviii. 

Three days afterwarc!s, the party arrived at Guzzul­
hatty, close to the pass. The heat was intense, and 
formidable mountains were before them. "Early on the 
lSth," he writes, "we set forth, not without fear, and 
prayer to God, for his fatherly protection. A multitude 
of people accompanied us. !\!any carried a piece of 
wood, which they lighted, not only to render the path 
more discernible, but to deter the tigers. The mouutain 
is ascended gradually. In many place~, it is sleep. If 
one looks down into the abyss, Lhe head becomes quite 
giddy. The path is frequently narrow; so that if you 
slip, it is all over with you. But the trees, which grow 
Oil all ~ide~, conceal the danger. ,vhrm we lrnd mounted 
about half way up the hill, the ~un rose, and we behelcl 
the numerous heights and depths ll'ith astonishment, and 
:iclmiration of God. The eye cannot satiate itself with 
gazing ; so that the dread of tigers is forgotten. Often 
we had a summit on onr left, an<l a fearful abyss Oil our 
right. We directed the people aro1Jnd us to the majesty, 
the might, and the inconcei1·able greatness of God. The 
heights and cleclivities which weary the tral'eller, are his 
ll"ork; and He has created them that they ma}' proclaim 
his glory. But wretched man looks off from these won­
ders, and makes to himself ll'orthless images, and says, 
Yr, arc our gods ! 

" About nine o'clock, we had surmounted the pass, 
and its seren lofty ridge~. ,v e expected that ll'e shoul<l 
now hal'c to descend ; bnt it was a plain before us, ancl 
ll'e perceil'ed, with surprise, that the i\Iysorc country is a 
full English mile higher than the Carnatic. During the 
whole way, the people saw but one small tiger, though 
there are thousands of them in these mountains. lla1·ing 
reached a village, we began to rest oursell'e~, when a 
thunder-storm came on, one clap of which was so loull, 
that the whole mountain seemerl to be shaken in pieces. 

" On the Hlth, we proceellell, and had another hill to 
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climb; fearful, on account of the tigers, but not to be 
compared, in cle1·atio11, ~l'ith the first. There was a 
tolerably spacious cho11ltry; a11d, 011 entering into conver­
sation with the people, a bral1111i11 said, 'No man lives so 
holy. Only let money be olli:red to any one, and all his 
good resolutions l'a11ish ! '"-an obsenation which, how­
ever hut too true of the gcner:ility of mankind, and 
particularly of the II indoos, was 1110~1 remarkably refuted 
by the pure aud perfect clisi11tereste<l11ess of the admirable 
person to whom it \\'as addressed. 

The follo\\'i11g day, the party came Lo Arryacottah, 
where Swartz courcrccd in Ilindostanee with the brah­
rnins on religious topics. The chief brahmin, however, 
sent and called him away, fo:iring that llyder might hear 
of it, and think that they were conferring on political 
subjects. "lJytler," he added, "is rpiite unconcerned 
as to religion. lie has none himself, and leaves erery 
one else to his choice." The observation was perfectly 
true, and affords a striking contrast to the despotic gov­
ernment of this successf11l adve11turer iu every other 
respect, and to the rclemlcss bigotry of his son. 

"On the 22d of A11gust," continues Swartz, "being 
Sunday, we halted at l\ladcncmuley, 11 pleasant little 
town. I first held divine service by the river, under the 
green trees. \Ve meditated on the gospel for the day, 
respecting the deaf a11d d11111b, and besought God to com­
passionate us, and this benighted land. 

"The country was very 1lelightful, ,·errlant, aud well 
planted with trees. The air wns fresh, and the nights 
rather colri; so that a covering was r1uitc ncetlful. A 
scarcity of rain hal'ing for some time prernilecl, the poor 
heathen imagined, that if the brnhmins would ouly submit 
to certain painful ceremonies, God would soon send them 
rain; since they snppooed that he was pleased with such 
austerities. One of those who was present, exclaimed, 
'Our religion is a complete system of fraud!' 

"Over the rirer which llo\\'s by this place, is a bridge, 
of twenty-three arches; and, r.ftcr rain, the snperinten­
dent is required to send people to repair it, wherever 
any earth is washed away from its sides. It is Il}·der's 
economical regular.ion," observes Swartz, "to repair 
every thing immediately; by which means, all is main­
tained in good condition, and much expense is saved. 
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Among the Europeans in the Carnatic, all is suffered to 
go to ruin."* 

"On the 24th of Au<Tust," he continues, " we arrived 
at the fort of J\lysore, from which the country takes its 
name, and observet.l, wi1h delight, the beauty of the sur­
rounding scP.nery. A high hill, on wl1ich a pagoda is 
built, was formerly dangerous to travellers. The Pagan 
mountai11eers imagining that their deities took peculiar 
pleasure in the olferi11g of a human 110,e, frequently 
rushed out upon travellers, cut off their noses, anrl offered 
them to thi>ir idols. Hyder has, holl'ever, stric1ly forbid­
den this cruel practice; so that travellers m;iy 110w proceed 
on their way in safety. From this eminence, ll'e had a 
distinct, but distant, view of Seri11gap:1tam, which we 
reached the next day. \Ve crossed the ri,·er, 01·er a 
bridge, which, together with the strong colu11111s on which 
it is constructed, is built entirely of stone. On the other 
side of the fortress, there is another arm of the river; 
so that Seri11gapatam is an i~lan<l. From the point at 
which the river divides into these two branches, the for­
tifications commence. 

" I had a tent pitched on the glacis, as I found it too 
close and sultry in the fort itself; and an cpicle111ic fever 
raged within; but I had, at all times, full liberty to enter, 
The fortifications have a grand appearance; but Euro­
peans think that the works are not strong. I 11m not 
able, and do 11ot wish, to pronounce an opi11ion on them. 
The rampart round the walls is not hroacl. l\lany of the 
houses are of two stories; and some of the ancient build~ 
ings are of hewn ~tone, with lofty nnJ 111assi1·e columns. 

"The palace of IIJ·der Ali, built by himself, is very 
beautiful, accorJing to the style of eastern architecture, 
It is entirely of hewn stone, with numerons pillars. At 
the extremity of the pagoda stanrls the ancient palace of 
the kings of i\lysore. The former possessor of the throne, 
to whom Hyrler allows an annual income, still inhablt5 it. 
He has his servants, hut is treated as a pri~oner of state. 
Hyder himself sometimes visit~ him, and stands in his 
presence as a servant. Thus men of the world can dis­
semble. The king's sons nre all dead ; and the general 
opinion is, that they wero secretly despatched. 

~ This, it must be remembrred, was written more than fifty yen\-a 
~ince. S11ch inismanazement does not now c~ist. • 
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"Opposite to the palace, is a large square, on two sides 
of which are open buildings, in which the military and 
civil serl'ants of Hyder have their appointed stations for 
conductiug public busi11css. lie can overlook them from 
his !Jalco11y; and, as they arc required, at appointecl hours, 
to be in the places assig11ecl them, to receive l11e reports of 
the country ancl army, whoercr has business to transact, 
knows where to find them. Here reigns no pomp; but 
the utmo,t regularity a11cl despatch. 

"Tho11gh llyder sometimes rewards his servants, the 
main spring of action here is terror. Every one per.forms 
his pa1 t from a motive of fear, well knowing the conse­
quences of any neglect of duty. Persons of the highest, 
as well as of the mea11est, condition, are punished with the 
same instrument. The tyrant keeps two hundred men, with 
whips in constant readiness; a11d no clay passes, without 
many beiug chastisccl. The governor of a whole. clistrict 
is whipped in the same manner as the meanest groom. 
Hyder treats them all alike. Even his two sons, and his 
son-in-law, are liable to the same cruel usage. \Vhen any 
one of his highest officers has been thus publicly flogged, 
he does not allow him to resign his employment, but com­
pels him to retain it, that the marks of the whip on his 
person may serve to deter him from repeating the offenc;e;, 
for he seems to think that almost all persons who seek to 
enrich themselves, are devoid of all principles of honor. 

"Entering the pd lace one evening, I observed in the 
audie11ce chamber a number of people sitting in a circle. 
By their dress, I perceived that they were collectors of 
districts; and iu their countenances, the marks of anxious 
fear were l'isiblc. I was iuformed, by Hycler's Persian 
secretary, that they were come to submit their accounts. 
They appeared to me like criminals expecting death. 
Very few were able to rencler these to Hycler's satisfac­
tion; aml, in conseq11e11ce, clreadfnl p1111ishments were 
daily iullictecl. I hardly know whether to me11tio11 how 
one of these unhappy n1en wa~ treated. The poor crimi­
nal was tiecl to a post; two men approached with whips, 
ancl flogged hi111 in the most cruel manner, the pointed 
nails lacerating his flesh. The cries of the wretched 
victim were most heart piercing. 

"Ilut, notwith~tanding this severity of puni~hment, 
there arc numbers whq eagerly seek thei;e lucrative cm ... 
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ploymenls, and even outbid each other. The brahmins 
are the worst in this traffic. When one of them has 
obtained a district, he fleeces the inhabitants without re­
morse. At length, when called upon by Hyrler for his 
arrears, he pleads poverty; and, ha1·i11g undergone a 
flagellation, returns to renew his exactions. Can we he 
surprised if the people, under such a gorernmenl, lo~e all 
sense of shame 1 

"Hycler's army is under the management of fonr chief 
officers, ( callecl baschshi.) They may be consiclered as 
pay-masters; but their office is not confined to paying the 
troops, as they hare to provide for the recruiting service, 
and to regulate other military matters, bein~ likewise 
judges for the decision of private qna1 rels. With these 
people I often con1·ersed. Some of them ~peak Persian; 
others, only llindostanee, and are all i\lohammcdans. 
They once asked me what is the most acceptable prayer, 
ancl to whom ought it to be addressee(? I explained to 
them, that as sinful creatures, and therefore deserving 
eternal dcath, we could only approach the Almighty in 
the name of the l\lediator, Jesus Christ; and then ex• 
pounded the Lord's l'rayer. They next inquired, ll'hether 
the Lord .Jesus, in his gospel, had fixed the period of his 
coming, and of the day of judgment. In reply to this, I 
explained to them the doctrines of the gospel: to some, 
in Tamnl; to others, in Hindostanee. As the honschold 
of Hyder consisted chiefly of brahmins, I had rcry fre­
quent cum·crsations with them. Somr. of them garc me 
very modest answers; whilst others a1·oidccl the discussion, 
and garc me to understand that they did not consider their 
temples to ha,·e been built in l'ain. The 'buildi11::!~.' I re­
pliecl, 'may be useful; but the idols yon worship, arc 
worthless.' 

",Vithout the fort, ~e,·eral hurnlred Europeans were 
encamped ; some of whom were French ; others, Ger­
mans. I also mrt with a few l\lalahar Christians, whom 
I had instructed at Trichinopoly. To find them," he 
adds, with true pastoral feeling, "in that country, far 
from all Christian ordinances, was painful ; but, to renew 
the instruction which they had formerly received, was 
,·ery comfortable. Captain Buden, the commander of the 
German troops, lent me his tent, in which I performed 
divine service every Sunday, without asking permission; 
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acting in this as one boun<l, in conscieuco, to <lo his duty. 
We sa11g, preached, and prayed, no one presuming to 
hinder us. The whole I considered as a kind pro1·idence 
of God. 

"l11 IIJder's palace, high and low came, inquiring of 
me the nnture of the Christian doctrine; so that I could 
speak as 1011g as my strougLh allowed. Ily<lcr's J'Ounger 
son (not Tippoo) seeing me in the <lurbar, or hall of 
audience, saluted me in a friendly manner, and invited 
me to pay him a 1·isit in his Oll'n apartments. I told him 
I would come most cheerfully, prol'ided his father would 
give permission; since to do so, without his consel)t, 
might proro iujurious hoth to himself and to me. Of this 
he was perfectly aware. Even the most intimate friends 
do not re11t11ro to speak their mind freely. Hyder has 
every where his ~pies; but I knew ,·ery ll'cll, that, on the 
subject of religion, I might <liscourne <lay au<l night, 
without fear of gil"ing him tl1e least olfcnce. 

"Wl1e11 I was ad111itted to an audience, Hyder bade 
me sit next to him 011 the floor, which was corore<l with 
the richest carpets; and I was not rcqL1ired to take off my 
shoes. He listened to all I hacl to i,,1y ;* expressed him­
self in a n,ry frank and open manner, and told me, that, 
notwithstanding the Europeans had ,·iolated their public 
engagements, he was willing to live in peace with them. 
A letter was then road to me, which had been prepared 
by his order. 'lu this letter,' said he, ' I hal'e stated the 
substance of our conl'ersation ; but you will be able to 
give further explanations personally.' Hyder seemed, by 
this expression, to consider my vi~it as the preliminary 
to a treaty of peace; but the nabob at llladras defeated 
all these intenlions. 

"Whilst sitti11g near Hyder, I was struck with the 
expeditious manner in which the puulic business was 
despatched. When he had ceased conversing with me, 
some letters were read to him, and he dictated an im­
mediate answer. 'fhe secretaries hastened away, wrote 
the letter, read it before him, and he allixed his seal to it. 

* In his account of this interview to the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, Swartz says, "llydcr Ali gave a plain answer 
to all the questions I was ordered to put to him; so that the honor­
ablc Board at Madras received the information they desired." 
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In this way, many letters were written in the course of 
the e1·ening. Hyder himself cau neither read nor write; 
but he has an excellent memory. Few have the courage 
to impose upon him. He orders one to write a letter, and 
then has it read to him ; after which, he calls auother, 
and hears it read a second time; and if the secret:1ry has 
not strictly conreyed his meaning, or has in the least 
de1·iated from his orders, his head pays for it. 

"I frequently sat with him in a room, adorned with 
marble pillars, opening into the garden, which, thuu~h not 
large, as it coulJ not be in the fort, was neatly laicl out 
with trees, which were grafted, and bore two kinds of fruit; 
rows of cypresses, fountains, &c. Obsening a nun,her 
of youths carrying earth into the garden, I inquin-J re­
specting them, a111.I was told that Ilyder had eotalilished 
a battalion of boys, all of whom were orphans, and whom 
he had taken under his protection ; boarding, anJ clothing 
them, and furnishing them with woollen guns, for the 
purpose of teachin!,l' them their exercise. This care of 
poor orphans really plca,cd me; and I wish our go1·crn­
ment would, in this particular, imitate his example, an<l 
impro1·e upon it, particularly as to religious instruction, 
so as it becomes Briton~, a11d a~ God will certainly rc•quire 
it at our hands, who hath armed us with power, that we 
should use it chiefly for his ~en·ice and glory, a11J not 
merely for our own."' 

"On the last e1·e11ing, when I look my lea1·e of Hyder, 
he reque~ted me to ~peak PPr~ia11 before h_im, as I had 
done with ~ome of his atte11cla11t~. Of this langua!:(e he 
under3tond a little, lmt he dof's not ~peak it. I dicl so; 
and explained the mo1i1·r, of my journey to him. 'You 
may perhaps wonder,' said I, 'wh:1t could have induced 
me, a prie~t, who has not liing to do with political concerns, 
to come to you, aud tlrnt on au errand which doc, not 
properly helon~ to 111y ~aci"!rclntal functions. But as I was 
plainly told, that the sole object of my journey was the 

* The bene,·olenl missinnary was here misinformed, or hc- would 
not thus have '-'Ulngized Hyder's supposed humanity. The baltalion 
alluded to, was for1m·d of b,,ys, called chelahs, or captives, selected, 
at the proper a)!e, fiom the numb<>rs carried away afier one of the 
sie~es of Chillledroog-, lo p,•ople the island of Seringapatam, and 
tramed, like the Turkish Janissaries, for the military service of this 
tyrant. 

18 



206 MEMOIRS OF 

preservation and confirmation of peace; and having wit­
nessed, more than once, the misery and horrors attending 
on war; I thunght within my owu mind, how happy I 
should deem myself, if I could be of service in cementing 
a durable friendship between the two gornrnments; and 
thus securing the blessings of peace to this devoted 
country, and its inhabitants. This, I considered as a 
commission in no wise inconsistent with my office as a 
minister of a religion of peace.' lie said, with great 
cordiality, ' Very well ! very well ! I am of the same 
opinion with you ; and my only wish is, that the English 
would live in peace with me. If they offer me the hand 
of peace and coucord, I shall not withdraw mine, pro­
vided-' " "llut of these mysterious prorisions, nothing," 
obsenes Colonel ,vilks, "can now be ascertained." 

"I then," adds Swartz, "took my leave; and, on enter­
ing my palanquin, I found three hundred rupees, which 
he had sent me, to defray the expenses of my journey."' 

The conscientious missionary wished to decline this 
present, but was told by Ilyder's officers that it would 
endanger their fo·es, if they presumed to take it back. 
He then expressed his desire to return it in person; but he 
was informed that it was contrary to etiquette to re-admit 
him iuto their master's presence, after having had his 
audience of leave, or to receive any written representation 
on the subject ; and that Hyder, knowing that a great 
present would offend him, had purposely limited it to the 
lowest amount of travelling expenses. 

Such is 1\1 r. Swartz's interesting narrative of this sin­
gular embas~y. Too much praise can scarcely be given 
to his conduct throughout this difficult undertaking. 
While his piety rngaged the protection and favor of 
Heaven, his frank and manly bearing evidently disarmed 
the hostility, and won the confidence, of the I\Jysorean 
chief. The nath·es of India are said to be expert in 
appreciating character, and Hyder Ali possessed this 
talent in an eminent degree'. He failed not to discern, 
uncler the simple and pious (lcmcanor of Swartz, a mind 
of no common order; a <lcgrec of talent and of fearless 
integrity which he could neither deceive nor alarm, and 
which at once commanded his respect and conciliated hiB 
regard. Had the l\ladras governor been as penetrating 
with re~pect to the character and designs of Hyder, and 
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as sincere in his professions of peace, as his admirable 
envoy, the storm which soon afterwards burst over the 
Carnatic, might ha1·e been retarded, if not altogether 
averted. 

By the most unhappy coincidence,* Sll'artz arrived at 
Seriugapatam a few clap after Hyder had receirnd intel­
ligence of an attempt on the part of a body of British 
troops to pass without permission through his territory. 
This e1·ent was not calculatecl to allay the resentment 
which he had long cherished against the English on other 
accounts ; and in fact, though gracious and condescend­
ing to the venerable missionary, in the letter to the gov­
ernor, of which he was the bearer, llyclcr evidently 
betrayed his irritation and hi, ho~tile cli~position. Ile 
reviewed the conduct of the English as co11necterl with 
Mohammed Ali, from his refusal to re~ign the province of 
Trichinopoly, as he had proniisccl in 175'!, to their breach 
of the treaty of mutual support and defence in I 'ili0, in 
consequence of which his a{foirs had been nearly ruined, 
in his contest with the Mahrn1tas, and cnu111ernted the 
capture of l\lahc from the French, the conduct of the 
nabob's olliccrs on the frontiers, and of the Company's 
scrl'ants at Tellicherry, in affording protection to his 
rebellious subjects, as so n1any proofs of their determina­
tion to break with him; adding with fearful emphasi~, "I 
luwe uot yet tal.-cn my rn•c11gr, r,11(/ iii, ,w 11111ttcr. \Vhen 
such conduct is pursued, what engagc111e11ts will remain 
in1·iolate ! I leave you to judge 011 whose part treaties 
and promises have been broken. Y 011 arc acquainted 
with all things; it is right to act with prudence and fore­
sight." From the haughty u,urpcr of i\lysore, what 
could be more intelligible, or more meuacing, than such 
language as this! 

On the return of l\lr. Swartz, the gornrnor communi­
cated for the first time to his couucil the rc~ult of a 
mission, which it seems ha<l beeu undertaken without 
their knowledge. The only documents recor<led on that 
occasion, are Sir Thomas RumLold's lcllcr to llyder, and 
his reply, which have been already adverted to, and which 
intimated that l\lr. Swartz would inform the governor of 
se1•eral matters with which he had charged him. No 

• Wilks's South of India, vol. ii. p. 242. 
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entry, holl'ever, appears on the records, of any such in­
formation ; nor a single line of report or communication 
in any lorm upon this important subject. 

The able historian of the South of India justly ex­
pres,es his surprise at this omission, as well as that no 
such report had el'er ueen officially called for. IIe adds, 
what the writer of these memoirs can confirm, that upou 
various inquiries, both in India and in England, no doc­
umcut of this nature has heen <lisco1·ered, and that in the 
preceding extracts from the correspondence of l\lr. S1rnrtz, 
a mpterious blank is interposed at the very point on 1d1ich 
the <lesirecl information is wanting. "The nabob and 
othrr.<, frustratecl all hopes of pcace."-

The truth appears to hal'C been, that full in formation of 
all that passed between himself and Hyder Ali was 
afforded by the pious missionary on his return, to the 
governor of l\Jadras, and that, with his characteristic can­
dor and ficlelity, he communicated his own impressions as 
to the state of affairs. Swartz himself was not clcceivecl 
as to the prouability of an approaching rupture. lie 
clearly foresaw, and in subsequent letters to his friends 
plainly adverted to the intrigues of the nabob, and the 
misconcluct of other persons, as the causes of this calam­
itous ernnt. l\lay it not, therefore, ue conjectured, that 
the report of the result of his mission to H)·cler was not 
recor<lecl, because_ it little coincided with the prevalent 
views of the l\Iadras government? 

" These extracts," says Colonel ,vilks,* "are added, 
for the purpose of exhibiting the amount of the lights 
which they afford regarding the nature of the mission, ancl 
of furnishing a curious and interesting picture of the 
mind, of this venerable Christian, who seems to have 
deemed the political mi8sion no farther worthy of notice, 
than as it tended to promote a particular object of spiritual 
pursuit." 

In his last ob,ervation, this candid and eloquent writer 
by no means does justice to the character and views of 
Swartz. It was, indeed, one of the motives which in­
duced him to uudertake the embassy to Hyder Ali, that it 
would atTord him an opportunity of pursuing the higher 
objects of his sacred mission; but he was, at the same 

' Frnm the missionary's correspondence. 
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time, deeply interested in the preservation of the peace of 
India, and, as the most effectual means of securing it, was 
anxious to promote the British power and ascendancy in 
that country. Simple and spiritual as he wa~, he enter­
tained the most just and enlarged conceptions of the real 
welfare of nations, and upon more than one occasion 
evinced the extent of his information and the soundness of 
his jndgment on points of civil a11cl political importance. 
In one respect only did he iul'arial,ly reject erery approach 
to seculari1y-in steadily refusi11g to deri1·e fro111 political 
services any personal or pecuniary adva11tage. 

On his return to l\ladras, "having been furnished," 
says this disinterested man, " with all necessarie8 by the 
honorable board, I delivered the hag comai11ing the three 
hundred rupees sent hy llyder to them, who desired me 
to keep it. Thus urged, I requested their pen11i::sion to 
appropriate this sum as the first fund for au 1::ngli,h orphan 
school at Tanjore, hoping that rnrne charitable people 
would increase it. General Munro pro1nised to recom­
mend the plan to the gentlemen of the selllement." This 
design was immediately com111e11ced, and it ll'ill be grat­
ifying to know, was afterwards carried i11to extcnsire and 
most beneficial execution. 

"Being told," continued Swartz, "that Sir Thomas 
Rumbold intended lo procure me a pre"ent fro111 the hoard, 
I be,rned leave to decline accepting an\', declari11<T that if 
my j~~rney had been in any way henef;cial to the 

0

public, 
I rejoiced at the opportunity. I si~11ilied, holl'ercr, that 
it ll'ould make me rery happy if tlw hoard would allow 
my colleague at Trichinopoly the same yearly sum they 
had given to me, being conl'inced that he would use it for 
the benefit of the school, an<l the maintenance of rnme 
catechists. This request was granted. i\lr. Pohlc re• 
ceives at Trichinopoly yearly a hundred ponucls 8terling, 
as I do here at Tanj<Jre; hy which means 11·e are enabled 
to maintain in both places schoolmasters and catechists." 
The government further immediately ordered that he 
should be supplied with hricks and lime towards the hui)d. 
ing of his church at Tanjore. 

Thus ended this memorable 1·isit of Swartz to the 
capital of 1\lysore. "Of my journey back," he observes, 
"an<l the conl'ersations I held with heathens, Roman 
Catholics, and l\Iohammedans, I cannot, on account of the 

JS• 
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shortness of time, say more. God preserved me on the 
dangerous journey, gave me abundant opportunities to 
announce his word, and directed all circumstances so as 
was most expedient for me. Praised be his gracious 
name ! l\1ay the Almighty grant that every where, and 
even in the M ysore country, his gospel may be preached, 
received, and glorified; so that many thousands may be 
converted, and eternally saved, to the praise and glory of 
God, and of his son Jesus Christ!" 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

Completion of the church in the little Foil at Tanjore-Preparation 
of another for the Tamul congr<'gation in the garden, presented 
by the rajah to c\lr. Swartz, in the suburbs-LPtll'rs to friends­
Invasion of the Carnatic by Ilrdcr Ali-Letters to :'llr. and ;\lrs. 
Chambers-Desolation and distress of the countrr in couscquenrc 
of Ilyder's ntlack-llcncvolcnt exertions of :::lwartz to relieve it. 

Tm: new church at Tanjore, thus auspiciou,ly commenced, 
was carried on with so much rigor that early i11 the year 
1780, Swartz expressed his hope that he should perform 
divine service in it in the course or a fow weeks. It was 
completed according to his expectati1111, and consecrated 
in the month or April by the llillne of Christ Church. " It 
is built," as he informed the Society fur Promoting Chris­
tian Knowledge, " upon the plan of the church at Trichi­
nopoly, being ninety feet long and fifty broad ; so that 
five hundred people may con1·eniemly find room in it. 
But," he continues," though the church is ,·cry corll'enient 
to the garrison, it is not so to the l\lalabar congregation, 
the greater part of 1d1om live in the suburbs. They used 
to assemble in the large fort, where my late worthy friend, 
l\lajor Sterens, had prepared a \cry conrcnient place. 

" But as the spot on which he built belonged to a brah­
min family, which he endearnred to find out, but in ,·ain, 
and when at last that family, upon their return to the Fort, 
refused to sell the ground, we were in conscience ouliged 
to let them possess their own property. Ilowel'er, we 
soon got a more convenient place given us by the rajah, 
near to which was a vaulted house for the use of an Euro­
pean family. That family quitting the place, I bought the 
house for one hundred and fifty pagodas, which were 
given to me by l\Ir. John l\lacpherson, at the time of his 
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returning to England, and by General l\Iunro. Ilut as 
this house was by much too small for the congregation, I 
lengthened it, so that it is now a con1·enient church for that 
congregation. It lies on a rising ground, not an English 
mile distant from the Fort. Round about it live the in­
habitants. 011 all ·sides of it is an empty spot, on which 
may be built a school-house, a11d houses for the catechists. 
I harn inclosed it with a wall. All circumstances con­
curred to make this house of prayer convenient, healthy, 
and remote from noise. lllessed be God, that we are so 
agreeably placed ! l\Iay he graciously vouchsafe his bles­
sing, that many thousands of the poor heathens may hear, 
embrace, and practise the truth preached in the midst of 
their habitations!" 

In the same letter in which he thus piously and uuos­
tentatiously communicates to the society the commence­
ment and completion of hoth these good and important 
works, lie informs them that he had eujoyed a perfect 
state of health, aud had not been hindered by any sick­
ness in the performauce of his various duties. "The 
catechists," he added, "and schoolmasters are all living, 
and according to the best of their abilities assist me iu 
preaching the word of God. To make known to Gentiles 
and Christians the way that leadeth unto life has been my 
aim ; and that most important business, I barn pursued 
through the last year, and, I hope, not without success." 

Shortly afterwards he addressed the following letter to 
his young friend, the son of Colonel Wood, the 11ise and 
affectionate ad111011itions of which, it will be perceivc<l, arc 
beautifully adapted to his growing years. 

"Tanjore, Feb. 22, 1780. 

"I have rccein•d your kind letter, and rejoiced that the 
son of my much esteemed friend, who is now in eternity, 
goes on learning such things as will make him useful in 
human society. Y 011 learn Latin, geography, arithmetic, 
French, drawin~; all which may IJe ve1y serviceab:e to 
you and beucficial to your fellow-creatures. I entreat 
you, therefore, to be very <liligent, and to spend your time 
in the bc~t manner. l renwmber that when I learnt 
vocal music, in my younger days, [ did not think that I 
should use it much ; and behold now, every morning aud 
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evening when lhe 1\Ialahar children come lo prayer, I 
teach them lo sing in praise of their ltedeemer. .Erery 
week they learn one hymn, for lhey are slow. Now I 
am well pleased 1hat I was instructed in rncal music; all 
things may become useful to us and others. 

"llnt then, my dear friend, our i11te11tion, our duties, 
must be well managed ; or i11 other ll'ords, our hearts 
must be truly mended. 1\s you hnxe spent many months 
and years in learning useful thiu6s, let J0Llr heart now be 
given 01·cr to your God, othcrwbc your lcarni11g will 11ot 
prol'e beneficial; nay, which is deplorable, it may be 
abused to your detri111e11t. 

" As you are so well placc,l, I beseech you, by the 
mercy of God, my dear J., to 111ind uow lhc he,t, the one 
thing ueedrnl. Examine your heart, and whatc,·cr Jou 
find in it that is not agreeable to the will of God, (and 
you will find mud1 of that sort,) acknowlcd~e and ucwail 
it before your God; entreat hi111 to 11·ash all(! cleause you 
from all your sins. ltcst not till you find rest lo your soul. 
Hal'ing obtained pardon and peace through Jcsu,, watch 
and pray, that )'OU may not )o,;c ll'hat you hare gained, but 
that you may rather grow daily i11 faith, lorn, and hope. 

"Ju JOUr co111·crsation ll'ith young people be l'cry 
cautious. Their thoughts and speeches are often too 
frothy, aye, and el'en dangerous. A horn all, try to gain 
strength-divine strength, to 01·crcornc that sinful bash­
fulness, whereby mauy arc ashallled lo confess or practise 
what they otherwise apptOl'e of in their heart. If you 
read your Bible, and pray hcartiiy to God, you will get 
strength e1·ery day lo ~o on and prosper in his way. Our 
time is hut short; eternity, awful eternity, is at hand. 
Let us, theref.,re, not tritle away our time, hut let us seek 
the Lord, and his grace, hi~ l.,)es,;i11£;, and hi,; strength. 
As you, dear J., arc l.,)e"sed with a pious mother, who is 
unspeakably de~irous of promoting your welfare, I hope 
you will take all po~,;iule care to comf.,rt and rejrJice her 
heart. Though I h:nc nel'er ~eC'n your schooh11aster, it 
is cause enough for me to re1·ere him, that I hear that he 
is a faithful servant of his Lord and master Je,;us Christ. 
l\Iay God Liess him, and all that arc under his care! 

"P. S.-1 communicated your letter to Mr. John 
Kohlholf, who lives at present at Trichiuopoly, and 
desired him to write you a few lines which I hereby 
inclose." 
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Hitherto the he1hh of Swartz had been l'igorous and 
unimpaired. 111 the course of this year, he complained 
of pain in the shoulder and side, which indicated some­
thing of the di,orc..ler so pre1•alent in India, but which 
happily soou subsided. It is to this that he refers in the 
following letter, aclclri~ssed to the lady of William Duffin, 
Esq. a medical gc~11tlema11 i11 the service of the East India 
Company, wlio hac..l heen re~ideut at Trichinopoly, and 
for whom he ever professed Lhc highest esteem. They 
were at this time at V ellore. 

"Dear l\ladam,-Your most agreeable farnr I ha1·e 
had near two uwnlhs 011 my table, haring looked on it 
very often, aud as ofieu clesiriug to answer it. .l\ly indis­
position hiudered me lirsl a loug while. For though I 
was not eonliuc<l, my right arm gare me so much pain, 
that I was uulit to write, nay, to holt.l a book with it. 
But now it is mnch better, Ly the mercy of God. Ile is 
the author aucl prc!serrer of our li1·es. lf lie Le pleiised to 
let us stand for so111e time, 0 may he graut us strength to 
live to his glory aucl praise! Our time is in his hand. 

"The Lehavior of the Europeans in this country is 
truly lamentable. But let us live in such a manner that 
we may be witnesses or God's g-onduess-witnesses of the 
sufferings aud re,11rrectio11 of Jesns. Whatever they now 
say to keep thernselres in countenance, they will soon 
bewail it. To be ashamed of Goel, the author of their 
life; to scorn their Redeemer, who bled and died for 
them; who purchased their pardon, peace, nay, eternal 
life-how shocking ! 

"Your celebratiou of the Lonl's day is very pleasing. 
John was in tlie Spirit on the Lor<l's day. .l\lay you im­
prove e1·ery Lord's <lay in kuoll'ledge, hatred of every sin, 
hunger ancJ tbirst after the righteousness or Jesus, and, in 
short, in erery branch of true Christianity! 

"I intended to say something, howern, to distinguish 
the trne doctrine of God from the spurious and fashion­
able one, but I hope to <lo it in my next. 

"You are then the governess of your school. ,vho 
knoweth how much good may proceed from it? Let us 
not despise small things. God is pleased to Liess them. 
l\fy best wishes atte11d you, and my cJear friend l\Jr. D. 

'' Ileing your most obedient humble servant. 
"July 2'2, 17130." 



THE REV. C. F. SW ARTZ. 215 

About the same date is the following letter to the 
daughter of Colonel Wood, full of pious and affectionate 
admonition, and exhibiting some touching traits of apos­
tolic simplicity and fervor. 

" With great joy I have been reading again and again 
the most agreeable letter which N-- has written me. 
I praise God for all the innumerable blessings which he, 
for the sake of your Redeemer, has bestowed upon you 
all, particularly for that inestimable benefit of being 
guided, instructed, and corrected, by a religious mother 
and governess. Be sure you are, in this respect, blessed 
above millions. The advantages which you daily reap 
from that double blessing arc ob1·ious, and very great. 
The impressions which we get from the good example of 
those whom we honor, are very lasting; and though we 
sometimes swerrn, they follow us, and incline our hearts 
to pursue that which is good. l\Iy blessed friend, l\Iajor 
S--, told me, that the pious conduct of his mother laid 
the first foundations of that excellent frame of mind which 
was afterwards raised and strengthened hy di1·i11e grace. 
But remember always the rule which is strictly observed 
by God, namely, 'To whom much is giren, from them 
much will be required.' 0 my dear young friends, regard 
the admonitions, example, nay, and the correction, of your 
pious mamma; despise them not; prize them higher 
than all jell'els. Rejoice her heart by your humble and 
obedient beha vior, as I hope you have hitherto done. 
Doubtless you see and hear rnnch iu so large a city, 
which should not so much as be named by Christians. 
But the church is at present like a field ll'hich is over­
grown with weeds, thorns, and thistles. You are h:ippily 
guarded by your Christian education agaiust the perni­
cious influence which the prevailing wickedness might 
otherwise ha1·e over you. Shun those places; turn away 
your eyes and hearts from all which might vitiate your 
mind, or at least tempt you, or retard you in your \l'ay. 
Be sure, yon may pray, nay, be fen·ent in prayer; but 
except you watch, you will lose all most miserably. 
Watchfulness is the soul of Christianity. Be therefore 
careful. Watch ; above all, watch over your heart, ove·r 
your convcrsatiou, over the company you keep. In short, 
be wise virgins. You will then be ready lo go out to 
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meet the Lord. You read, you pray, you sing hymns; 
but take care that all these excellent things may impro\'e 
your hearts and lil'es, that by your reading you may grow 
in the knowledge of .Jesus, i11 faith, in a sincere lol'e 
towards him, in ""illingness to follow him, in hating and 
rejecting all things which hinder you in your de~ire of 
winning Christ, and the lrnppiness of being found in him. 
I remember you all frequently ; my heart wishes you all 
the riches of grace, of strength, and comfort, which arc 
to be found in .Jesus. 

"When yon come together to bow your knees before 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, forget not your old 
friend who li1·es in this wilderness. Beg of God, that 
grace may be gi1·en me to finish my course with joy, and 
that in the time that my kind l\laster sulfereth me to work, 
I may glorify him. After I harn preached in the Fort to 
the Engli~h, I go out to the l\lalabar church, when I 
preach from ten till twelve. In the afternoon a catechist 
repeats the sermon, and at se1·en o'clock in the erening 
we hare prayer; then I go to rest pleasingly tired. At 
our prayer I frequently remember you. Such joy the 
Lord my master grants me in the wilderness! 0 when 
shall we appear before his glorious preseuce ! Till I sec 
you there, I am, your affectionate friend. 

"P. S.-Remember me to your pious gorerness." 

Notwithstanding the pacific mission of Swartz to Se­
ringapatam, and the assurance of Hyder Ali of his 
anxiety to preserve peace with the l\ladras gornrnment, 
jealousy, and doubtless just dissatisfaction as to some of 
their proceedings, his 011·11 ambitious 1•iews, and the in­
trigues of the French, at this crisis again at war with 
England, and of several of the 11ati1·e powers, combined 
in the course of a few months after Swartz's 1·isit, to in­
duce him to throw olf the mask, and to commence hos­
tilities against the English. In the month of .June, 1780, 
Hyder inl'adcd the Carnatic with an army of nearly one 
hundred thousand men; his cal'alry 01·erran the country 
with the most frightful rapidity, and spread ruin and 
desolation in every direction. fa·ery day brought fresh 
intellicrence of his conquests and devastation; bnt such 
was the apathy of tl1e ruling party in the council at 
Madras, that they could not be convinced of the approach-
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ing danger, until black columns of smoke, mingled with 
flame, were discorered within a few miles of l\ladras. A 
party of Ilyder's horse committed ravages el'cn at St. 
Thomas's l\Jount, and the inhabitants of the open town 
began to take flight. 

It is to these fearful e,·ents that Swartz refers at the 
close of the year in the following letter to i\Ir. Chambers, 
in which the confusion and perplexity, not to say the 
negligence and mismanagement of the English gorcrn­
ment, and the treachery or alienation of some of the 
native princes, arc described with the strength and accu­
racy of an intelligent, and the piety of a Christian, ob­
sen·er. 

"l\Iy dear Friend,-! will not venture to excuse, much 
less justify myself, on account of my strange delay in 
answering yonr most \'aluable letters. In short, I am 
guilt}'· The account you hare giren me of the death of 
l\lr. --'s brother, of your own situation, of the spiritual 
state of your dear consort, arc so rel'iring, that I have not 
only read them again and again, but keep them as tes­
timonies of the dil'ine mercy. Truly such accounts 
strengthen 011r faith, love, and hope, and are particularly 
very useful to those who work in the Lord's \'ineyard, and 
are often tempted with the discouraging thoughts of labor­
ing in ,·ain. 

"Go on, my dear friend, and be sure, that if you are 
instrumental in converting a soul, you have gained more 
than if yon got the treasures of both Indies. I write to 
a Christian, and therefore I am sure I shall not be accused 
of having exaggerated the worth and value of pious 
labors. 

" I wish I could send you reciprocally a list of real 
converts; who, renouncing all the works, nay, lusts of the 
world, look out for grace, peace, joy, true happiness, in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. But, alas! how rare are these! 

" It is true Coromandel has been visited by the Lord ; 
the inhabitants of it have had time, and places to be in­
structed; the book of God, and other useful treatises, 
have been freely offered to them; nay, they have been 
pressed to accept of these spiritual treasures; but they 
have neglected, not to say despised, the gracious counsel 

19 
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of God, preferring the friendship and things of the world 
before the blessings of God. 

"Now the Lord God begins to l'isit them in a different 
manner. Their idolo, on which they leaned, are taken 
away; their houses burnt, their cattle driven away, and, 
what afflicts many thousand parents unspeakably more, is, 
that Hyder sends their be5t children away. All the smart 
hoys of eight, or nine, or ten years, he sends to his 
country. lle has now reigned in this manner above five 
months, without meeting any opposition. 

"Our leaders pursued other things; the welfare of the 
public was entirely forgotten; private interests, pleasures, 
luxury, were come to a stupendous height. They were 
warned three months before Hyder's invasion ; but they 
despised the warning, saying-, 'Hyder might as well fly as 
come into the Carnatic ! ' None could persuade them to 
the contrary, till they saw his horse at their garden houses. 
Then consternation seized them; nothing but confusion 
was visible. Hyder pursued his plan; took one fort after 
another, till he got possession of Arcot. Now he desires 
that the Dutch and Danes shall send their counsellors to 
compliment him as Nabob of Arcot. 

" It seems as if all the country people wished for a 
change. Worriarpallam, 1'11arawar, Tinnevclly Country, 
Madura, all arc up in arms. The Colleries are encour­
aged by Hyder; and our place (you understand me) is 
suspected. These are terrible judgments of God. Ilut 
are they not holy and jnst 1 Even the most profligate 
people ~eem to be con\'inced of it. If they ,rould repent, 
and sue for mercy, who knows but a holy God might have 
mercv on them 1 

"Gut what shall I say 1 I tremble at the sight of it. 
Even now, every one looks out for some rich post. Every 
thing is like a job, not to mr,ntion their continuance in 
their wonted sins. 

"I ~lare say you fully know the transactions of Sir--, 
&c. how they 1lid every thing to bring this calamity on 
the poor country. 

" Tile nabob says he has no money ; his disciplined 
troops he provoked, hy withholding their pay. So he 
trained soldiers (abore 20,000) for sc\'eral years, for 
Hyder's service. 

-" Our people here at T-- seem to be very averse to 
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our G--, and no wonder; for they were ill treated, and 
therefore do not care whether \l'C ~ink or c,cape. And 
abore all, our infidelity, our contempt of divine things, is 
beyond de:;cription, and brings upon us the wrath of God. 

"Kow what is to lie done? I say, with Jeremy,' Ile 
thou 11ot terrible unto me, 0 God.' This calamity is from 
the Lord ; and douutlcss he intends to p11rgc us from our 
sins, and lake a\\'ay our clross. Ilcathens aud 11ominal 
Christians were a,lcep, nay, dead, and minding nothing 
but the thin"~ of the worl,I. llv the soft 1·oicc of God 
they \l'OU!d ,;~t be awakened. ,v110 knows but they may 
arise 011 hc~rin<r the thundcrincr rnice of the Lord l 

"Thi~ lette; I send hy Ca1~tain S--, who retnrned 
from E11gla11d. Ilc brought me a letter from ~lrs. Wood, 
which is full of complai11ts, as you may imagine. Alas! 
she wil: get no money from the nabob, particularly as the 
country is in llyder's hands, and quite drained. The 
king of Tanjore promi~cd me to pay her the 1-lJ;oo pa• 
godas ;* but l am afraid, as his people are running away, 
and the villages very thinly inhauitcd, he will refuse to 
fulfil his cngagcm<rnt. 

"Go,! hlc,s you, my dearest friend, and your dear 
consort. Tell Mr. G-- and hi~ lady, that ( remember 
them 1·cry often. 0 may you all be a holy seed in Bengal! 
Remember me to your steward, my below•d i\Ir. Obcck, 
and a~sure him of my con~lant lore and good wishes. 
l\lay you all grow daily in faith, love, and hope, through 
the Holy Spirit! 

"If ~lr. -- anrl his colleagues, whose transactions, I 
am afraid, arc not guided h_v the ~pirit of hnmility, come 
in your way, present my best wi,hr.s to thern; and I 
might well add, explaiu to them' the way of the Lord.' 

"I a111 cou~tautly, your alfectionate friend and sr.nant. 
"Tanjorc, December]!), 17'30." 

"Yo11 inquire aho11t our church. You must know, that 
we have two. The large one i11 the littlP, fort is built 
according to the morlel· of the Trichinop,>ly church, wa9 

* The difficulty rPsprcting the repayrm·nt of this sum, originally 
Jent to the r,1jah of Tanjore, arose partly from the confusion into 
which his affairs WPrC thrown b_v his rl,•positi0n, and the intermedi­
nte_ gavernmcnt of the naliob, and partly liy the invasion of Hyder 
Ah. 
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finished, bas been used from the 16th of April, and-ll'hat 
shall I say ?-is now rcq1,1ircd to be a magazine for paddy: 
for nothing has been built here, no not a magazine to 

• keep the powder in. The second church is half an Eng­
lish mile cli,tant from the Fort, towards the east, for the 
use of the l\Ialabar people. I preach from eight to ten to 
the English, from ten to twelve to the l\Ialabar, and from 
four to five, in the afternoon, to the Portuguese; and then 
I say, I have sened. Blessed Jesus, give thon the in­
crease! Amen. 

"P. S.-You hal'e sent me a bill for three hundred and 
fifty-uine pagodas. I wait for an explanation; for you do 
not owe me so much." 

On the same day on which the prececli11g letter was 
written, Swartz addressed the following to I\Irs. ChamLers. 
It affords a beautiful specimen of Christian alTection ancl 
urbanity, ancl prese11ts a brief, but impressive, view of 
the great principles of Yitai ancl practical religion, which 
formed the basis of his own character, a11LI the source 
of his consolation and joy. 

"Tanjore, December rn, 17S0. 

"l\ladam,-Had I no other reason for addressing you 
than your being connected with my clearest friend in India, 
I think I should stand absolved from all imputation of 
being impertinent. But yon have sent me joyful news 
concerning l\Ir. --'s life and death, and copied them 
with your own hands; by this, you have made my address­
ing you an act of gratitude. 

"I rejoice o,·er your mutual happiness. You, madam, 
are united to a Christian. This will, this must ennoble 
your state of matrimony. This must endear your con­
nection, even in respect of eternity. Ilow happy should I 
be, if I could see you both, converse with you, and finish 
our conversation with prayer and tlrn.nksgiving. But 
though I cannot enjoy this delight at preseut, I may 
anticipate something of it by sending you a line now 
and then. 

"You know, madam, that the goodness of a building 
depends much upon the foundation ; if that be deep and 
firm, the whole building will be strong. 

"Just so it is in Christianity, which is compared, by 
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an excellent master-builder, (St. Paul,) to a buildincr. 
Let us theu take care to lav the foundation as deep ~s 
possible. • 

"The only foundation of all our holiness and happiness, 
in time and eternity, is Jesus Christ: hi~ atonement, his 
righteousness, and sacrifice. 1f we are united to him, 
so as to share in his all-sufficient righteousness, we shall 
have and enjoy every blessing : wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption : we shall glory in him. 

"Now, that We may know, value, de~irc, aud choose 
Him, we must know ourselves, and our sad condition by 
nature. In proportion as we know ourselrns, we shall 
desire and hunger after Jesus, more or less. And still 
how backll'ard arc we to know our hearts, our porcrty, 
and misery ! Let us, therefore, eutrcat God to grant us 
his Spirit, that L,y the light of that Searcher of liearts, 
we may see our true condition. This will make us hum­
ble, a11d show our poverty ; but blessed arc the poor in 
spirit, who have been so far enlightened as to sec their 
po,·crty, in respect of knowledge, holiness, strc11gth, hap• 
pincss; for in all these particulars ll'e are poor. 

"This poverty the world cndcarors to remo\'e hy riches, 
honor, fame, pleasures, and ll'hat not. ll11t gold and silrcr 
cannot pay off our dreadful debt which we haYc con• 
tractcd ; it may, by ill use, e,·en increase it. 

"Others endeavor to become free from sin and sorrow 
by living a strict and virtuous life: they arc serrnnls, who 
owe their master ten thousand talents, hut they fancy to 
pay off that debt by a farthing or tll'o; and by such 
farthings, as, if ll'cll iilspected, will be found bad coin. 
Ilut the strict and holy law of God says, 'Pay that which 
thou owest ; ' pay all, perfectly. ' Cursed be crery one 
that doeth not according to all that is written in the law.' 
And who of us is able to satisfy these just demands? 

"Ilut the righteousness which is by faith, doth not say, 
pay thou all ; but rather entreats us to accept of that full 
payment, which has been made by Jesus Christ. This 
righteousness of faith, (to represent it as a speaking 
person,) says, in a warning manner, to every mourning 
sinner, 'Say not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into 
heaven, that is, to bring down Christ from above 1' Be 
upon thy guard ; do not thou, 0 mourning sinner, speak 
in i;o unbelieving a manner; for by such a speech thou 

I!). 
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deniest Christ, as if he ha<l not come from hea1·c11 to 
redeem thee. 

"Neither say, ' Who shall descend into the deep,' to 
atone for my sins? Would not such a speech lie a denial 
of the sufferin~s of Christ, as if he ha<l not yet desceuded 
into the deep, death, and the grare,-or as if he was still 
in the gram, and not yet risen fro111 the <lead? 

"IJut the rightcou~ness which is by faith, not only 
warnetl1 us, hut gil'cs, at the same time, the most salutary 
counsel ; viz. 

"The word which thou, 0 mourning sinner, needest 
for thy comfort, is nigh thee, el'en in thy mouth, (so that 
thou art able to speak of it,) and in thy heart, (so as to 
pcrceil'e and feel its strength.) Why, then, wouldcst thou 
refuse to accept of it '! 

" That is the word of faith, which the apostles preached 
and scaled by dil'ine works and miracles; so that there 
remainet.h no reasonable doubt of its being <lil'ine; 'that 
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth, that Jesus,' who was 
crucified in order to redeem us, 'is Lord,' our redeeming 
Lord and King, 'and shalt believe in thy heart that God 
has raised him from the dead,' in testimony that he has 
fulfilled all : 

"If thou, who art hungry and thirsty after righteous­
ness, pardon, and peace, takest thy refuge in Jesus, who 
has made a full atonement for thy sins; and to whom God 
has given his judicial approbation, hy raising him from 
the dead: thou art happy, blessed, pardoned, and a be­
loved child of God. 

"This is the only way in which we, who are poor, 
depra1·ed, and deep in debt, may find comfort, strength,­
nay, eternal Ii fe. 

"So Paul thought-so all prophets preach-so all true 
Christians have believed; and so I hope you, madam, 
and my friend, your husband, look out for all blessings, 
in and through Christ. Here is firm footiug. This union 
and communion with Him will make your life happy, 
and your conduct holy. This will fill you with grateful 
sentiments, and make you very kind to your fellow­
Cl'eatures. 

"Believing in Christ, and hal'ing found pardon, peace, 
and hope of everlasting happiness, by faith, you will not 
regret the loss of worldly friends. Paul could count all 
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(all riches, honors, pleasures of the world) loss and dung, 
that he mi6hl win Christ, and be found in him. Try to 
follow him. Having obtained the best, I hope you will 
be less anxious about smaller matters. 

" You see, madam, hy my prolixity, tliat I almost 
fancied myself to be in your company. 

"That yon and your dear husband may always, in 
health and in sickness, in riches and porerty, in time and 
eternity, be fouud in Jesus Christ, is the hearty prayer of, 
madam, your most obedient humble servant." 

The three succeeding years were distingui,hed through­
out the Carnatic and the south of India, by the compli­
cated horrors of war, desolati<Jn, and famine. The sluices 
which irrigate the country, being dcHroycd by llyder's 
troops, and the inhabitants haviug no security for their 
crops, did not sow their fiel<ls, aml consequently could 
reap 110 haHest. They forsook the country, and fled in 
crowds 10 the tom1s, where the scarcity ruse lo a fearful 
height. During this long aud trying period of 1·isitation 
and calamity, the prudence all(I foresight, and the pious 
and active benerolence of i\l r. Swartz, were eminently 
con~picuons, both in pro1·idi11g for the support of those 
immediately dependenl upon the mission, a11d in allc1·ia­
ting the distress and misery of multitudes of the perishing 
nati1·es around him. 

Thus he writes in September, 1783, to the Society for 
Promoting Chl'istian Knowledge: 

"The last three years ha1·e been years of sorrow and 
anxiety: notwithstanding which, ll'e hal'c no reason at all 
to murmur, or to find fault with God's ways, which are 
ever just and equal ; and the j11dgmc111s which hal'C be­
fallen ns, may, perhaps, be more conducil'c to the true 
welfare of the country than we concei1·e. Tbis year 
God's fatherly goodness has prescrl'ed and strengthened 
us for his sen·ice. All the four catechi~ts arc alirn, as is 
likewise the Tamulian school111a~ter. Besides these live, 
I ha1·e taken two more upon trial, who have been edu­
cated in the mission school at Tranqucbar: both seem to 
be truly religious. Our congregation has receil'ed an 
increase of upwards of a hundred : most of them, it is 
apprehended, have been compelled, by the famine, to 
come to us: nevertheless I hare giren them the neces-
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sary instruction, am! this during the space of se1'eral 
mouths; during which I have also procured them some 
prol'isions. The teaching them was attended with much 
difficulty and fatigue, on account of the great decrease of 
their mental powers. Yet I could not persuade myself 
that it would be consistent with the will of God to put 
these poor people off; many of whom afterwards died. 
As the famine was so great, and of so long continuance, 
those ham been affected by it who seemed to be beyond 
its reach. A vigorous and strong man is scarcely to be 
met with : in outward appearance, men arc like wander­
ing skeletons. 

" \Vhen I returned from Seringapatam, I saw reason 
to apprehend an approaching war: this induced me to 
buy rice whilst it was at a low price, which prol'ed of 
great benefit to our catechists. Besides this, God mol'e<l 
the hearts of some Europeans to send me a portion 
monthly to distribute among the people lying on the road, 
by which means numbers of them have been sared from 
perishing. This benefaction is continued to this <lay, so 
that about a hundred and twenty persons are constantly 
fed. 

"When it is considered that Hyder Ali has carried off 
so many thousands of people, and that many thousands 
have died of want, it is not at all surprising to find not 
only empty houses, but desolated villages-a mournful 

. spectacle indeed ! " 

In a letter to one of his friends, Swartz more minutely 
describes the distress which prevailed at this calamitous 
period, in and around Tanjore, and the seasonable relief 
which his foresight, good sense, and influence with the 
natives enabled him to alford. 

"\Ve harn suffered exceedingly in this fortress from 
hunger and misery. When passing through the streets 
early in the 11101 ning, the <lead were lying in heaps on the 
dunghills." 

He then mentions his purchase already alluded to, of 
tweke thousand bushels of rice, by which he was enabled, 
not only to support his catechists and schoolmaslers, but 
to assist many others. "Unfortunately," he continues, 
"there was no magazine in the fort for the native soldiers 
or sepoys. The king and the Company requested me 
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twice to procure provisions for the garrison, since they 
were unable to obtain oxen for the carriage~, for want of 
a good un<lerstanding with the nati,·es. In this dilemma 
I wrote to the inhabitants, desiring them to bring their 
cattle, and promising them payment on my own respon­
sibility. This had the de~ire<l effect; the oxen were 
brought, and the garrison supplied, at the very moment 
when a fresh attack from the euemy was expected. I 
afterwards settled with the natil'es, and they went home 
quite satisfied. The Lord also ena.ble<l me to consider 
the poor ; so tha.t I had it in my power to feed a consider­
able number for the spa.cc of sel'enteen months. Often 
eight hundred poor people assembled. Se\·eral Euro­
peans sent sums of mouey for this charitable purpose; but 
instead of gil'ing them the money, I prepared food and 
distributed it, nrnny of them ha1·i11g no utensils' for cook­
ing. Such distres~ I never before witnessed, and God 
grant I ne\·er may again." 

Writing a few months afterwards from Trichinopoly, 
he says, " Our Fort contained the best part of the inhab­
itants of the country, who flocked hither to escape the 
unrelenting cruelty of the enemy. Daily we conversed 
with these people, and tried to conrince them of the 
vanity of their idols, and to induce them to turn to the 
living God. They readily own the superior excellence of 
the Christian doctrine, but remain in their deplorable 
errors for various frirnlous reasons. 

" It were to be wished," he piously adds, " that the 
-.:ountry people, having suITered nearly four years all man­
ner of calamity, would consider the things which belong 
to their eternal welfare, for which my assistants pray and 
labor in conjunction with me. llut though the fruit of our 
labor has not hitherto answered our wishes, still I am 
happy in being made an instrument of l'rol'idence to 
instruct some, and to warn others. \Vho knows but 
there may come a time when others may reap what we 
are sowing!" 

While Swartz was thus naturally and justly anxious to 
avail himself of the opport1rnity of addressing ";a word in 
season" to the famishing natires around him, his general 
caution, as well as his Christian wisdom and kindness, arc 
well expressed by Illr. Pohlc in a letter to the Society, 
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after spending a few <lays with him during this period at 
Taujore. 

"Uc is rcry careful," he obsenes, " wilh regard to 
receiring both heathen and ltoman Catholics into the 
church. Ile has nothing to do with people that want 
only to be fed, or that arc u11known l'agabonds. But such 
as arc known, and wish to be Christians, and after being 
received, to eat the labor of their 011"11 hands, them it 
would be unjn~t to reject, though they should want a little 
assistance ,luring the time of their preparation. They 
must li1·e from hand to mouth; and it woulcl be cruel not 
to assist them under preten.cc of a supposed hypocrisy, or 
lest it should be looked upon as buying Christians for 
money." 

The :\ladras goremmcnt was hut ill prPparcd for the 
formidable attack of the l\Jysorcan chief. Their treasury 
was exhausted, their councils dirided, and their native 
allies but liule to be trusted. Several of the forts held by 
the troops of the nabob were surrendered, afler a slight 
resistance, to the enemy. A detachment of English troops, 
under Colonel Baillie, iu attempting to join the comman­
der-in-chief, Sir Hector l\louro, was cut otf; the greater 
part of the corps perisl1ed 011 the field; and the remainder, 
including two hundrecl Europeans, 1\ere taken prisoners 
and consigned to the dungeons of Sering11patam. Hyder, 
elated by his successes, a11d encouraged by the French 
officers who directed the moremcnts of his army, inclulged 
the hope of conq11cri11g the Carnatic, and of expelling tl1c 
English from th,1t portion of the Peninsnb. ,\t thi8 
important crisi8, 1\1 r. llastin6s, the governor-general of 
Bengal, intcrpo~ecl to resr,ue tbc Briti~h army and the 
posscs5ions of the Company from the dangers which sur­
rounded them. Ile s11spc11ded the 1!01·er11or of Fort St. 
George, awl despatched Sir Eyre Coote, who had long 
before di,ting11ished himself as an onicer of the highest 
military reputation, with a reinforcement of troops, to 
assume the chief command nt 1\ladras. He immediately 
took the liclcl, ancl notwith~tanding the difficulties with 
which he had lo contend in a country converted almost 
into a desert, hy the clestrnctivc warfare of Hyder, raised 
the siege of sc1·cral places which he hacl inl'este,1, and de­
feated him in four pitched battles. In the mean time, 
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l\lr. Hastings prevailed upon the l\lahrattas to withdraw 
from their alliance with Hyder; and though he had re­
ceivecl a strong reinforcement of French troops, and his 
son Tippoo, who took an active share in the war, had 
succeedecl in cutting off a consiclerable body of troops 
under Colonel Brathwaite, on the banks of the Coleroon, 
the British army, both on the coast of Coromandel and on 
the side of l\lalabar, made such vigorous efforts that Hyder 
was unable to face it in the open field, and the contest 
wi_th this formidable enemy assumed a for more fa,·orable 
aspect. 

The Christian character of Swartz attracted during 
this perilous crisis 11nirersal confidence and esteem; and 
so powerfully had bis conduct impressed Hyder Ali himself 
in his favor, that amidst his cruel ancl desolating career, 
he gave orders to his officers, "to permit the venerable 
padre Swartz to pass unmolested, nnd to show him respect 
and kindness; for he is n holy man, and means no hnrm 
to my go,·emment." 

He was generally allowed to pass through the midst of the 
enemy's encampments without the slightest hinderance; 
and such was their delicacy of feeling towards him, that 
when it was thought necessary to detain his palanquin, 
the sentinel was directed to assign as a. reason, that he 
was waiting for orders to let him proceed. Thus, when 
the whole country \\'as 01•errun by Hyder's troops, the 
general rel'erence for the character or tlic good fatlter, 
(as he was emphatically called,) enabled him lo pursue 
his peaceful lnbors e1·en in the midst of war. 

An interesting anecdote connected with this distressing 
season, is related by Christian Da,·id,* whose father was 
a. con1·crt of Swartz, and who had himself waited when a 
boy on the apostolic missionary. They had been travel­
ling all day, and arril'ing at a. small village at sunset, the 
good man sat clown under a tree and conversecl with the 
natil'es, who came round him, while his horse-keeper was 
cooking their e,ening meal. When the rice and curry 
were spread on the plantain leaf, Swartz stood up to ask a 
blessing on the food they were going lo share, and to 
lhank God for watching ornr them through the dangers of 
the day, and providing so richly for their repose and corn-

* Ordained by Ilishop Heber at Calcutta. 
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fort. His heart was full of gratitude, and expressed itself 
in the natural elor1uence of prayer and praise. The poor 
boy for some time repressed his impatience, but his hunger 
at last oYerpowered bis respect for his master, anti he 
ventured to expostulate, and to remind ·him that the curry 
would be cold. IIe describes ,·cry touchingly the earnest­
ness anti solemnity of the reproof he received. " What ! " 
said he, "shall our gracious God watch 01·er us through 
the heat and burden of the day, and shall we dernur the 
food which he provides for us at night with hands which 
we have never raised in prayer, and lips which have neYer 
praised him ! "* 

During the whole of the affiicting period described in 
the preceding extracts, the missionaries at Tanjore and 
Trichinopoly were permitted to enjoy comparatirn security 
and comfort. Thus l\lr. Swartz dernutly acknowledges 
this merciful exemption. 

"\Ve adore the divine goodness, which bas presened 
my fellow-laborers and me, in the midst of calamities. 
While the sword, famine, and epidemic sickness swept 
away many thousands, we have eujoyed health, and have 
been accommodated with all necessaries. May we never 
forget the various mercies which God has bestowed upon 
us!" 

• Archdeacon Robinson's" Last Days ,,f Bishop Heber," p. 14. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Dealh of Hyder Ali-Continuation of the war by Tippoo Sultan­
Return to ;\ladras, and death, of Sir Eyre Coote-Successes of 
Colonel Fullarton in Southern India-Negotiation for peace­
Lord l\lacarlney requests Mr. Swartz to join the Commissioners 
at Seringapatarn-He consents, and sets out on the journey-Let­
ters to 1\lr. Sullivan-l\lcets Colouel Fullarlon and his army-He 
is stopped by Tippoo's ollicers, at Sattirnllllgalum-Returns to 
Tanjorc-Dcclines attempting a second journey-Peace con­
cluded with Tippoo-Letters to several friends on the preceding 
events-Journey with l\lr. Sullivan to Ramanad-Plan of the 
provincial schools-Journey, on account of his health, Lo the coast 
-Letters to l\lr. Sullivan,and l\lr. Duffin-Swartz as a Preacher. 

AT the close of the year IiS2, Hyder Ali, the most pow­
erful and able opponent of the British dominion in India, 
who had hitherto appeared, died at an advanced age at 
Chittorc. He was succeeded in the empire, to which his 
civil and military talents had raised him, by his son Tip­
poo; who, though 11ot equal to his father in general ability, 
was not deficient either in bravery or military skill, and 
inherited botl1 his ambition and his implacable enmity to 
the English authority. The war contiuued, therefore, to 
be prosecuted with ,·igor, and, on the part of the Moham­
medan Sultan, for such was the title which he assumed 
on the death of Hyder, with unrelenting se,·erity. 

The dissensions which at this time unhappily prevailed 
between the cil'i) and military authorities at l\ladras, pre­
vented them from availing thcmselrns of the advantage 
which so important an e\'ent had thrown into their hands. 
Sir Eyre Coote was, in consequence, again sent to take 
the command in the Carnatic ; but that gallant veteran, 
worn out with former toils, sunk under the return of com-

20 
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plaints from which he had previously sulferecl, and expired 
early in li83, two days after his arrival at Madras, and a 
few months only after the decease of Hyder Ali, whose 
career he had so successfully checked. 

Tippoo, considering the western coast of India as 
having become the principal seat of the war, withdrew his 
troops from the Carnatic. The E11glish, in consequence, 
attacked Cuddalore, which was then in the possession of 
the French ; but before they conld reduce it, nell's ha\'ing 
arrived of peace in Europe between the two nations, the 
French commander suspended offensive operations, and 
withdrew his countrymen from the service of Tippoo. In 
the mean time, the English became decicledly superior on 
the western coast, ancl in the south the brilliant campaign 
of Col. Fullarton was rapidly restori11g the British ascen­
da11cy. Caroor and Dindegal, and afterwards Palgaut and 
Coimbetore were reduced, and he was even preparing to 
ascend the Ghauts, and anticipati11g the co11quest of 
Mysore, when he"was suddenly arrested in his triumphant 
progress, and directed to restore all his recent co11quests. 
Tippoo had applied for two English commissioners to 
proceed to his camp, and ente1· into negotiations for a 
treaty of peace; and the I\Jadras government, alarmed at 
the failure of their resources for the continuance of the 
war, with doubtful policy, complied with his request. 

From his well known i11tegri1y and ability, and from his 
superior acquaintauce with the native languages, of which 
the commis~ioners were iguorant, Swartz was requested 
by the governor of l\lndras to join them, as \heir interpre­
ter, with the sultan of l\ly~ore. 

The following is Lord l\Iacartney's letter to him upon 
this subject. 

"Sir,-1\Iy knoll'ledge of your excellent chnracter, and 
of the checrrulne;s with which, on several occasions, you 
l1ave lent yo,1r nssi,;tn11ce to the public service, encourage 
me to rc1p1c,t it, 011 bchnlf of the Company, in one of 
very great importance, which now presents itself. 

"You clouhtle,;s know that commissioners from this 
government nre nnw on the road to 'l'ippoo Sultan, to 
complete the pacificntinn scttlecl by the treaty in Europe. 
The com111i,,ion now consists of Anthony Sadlier, George 
Leonard Stauu\on, and John Iludleston, Esqs.; and the 
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request I hal'e to make to yon, is, that you will join them 
on the road, and act as their iuterpreter, with Tippoo 
Sultan. lly complying with this request, you will render 
essential senice to the public, aud confer an obligation on 
the Company, as well as on him, who is, with much 
esteem, Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

•• MACARTNEY. 

"Fort St. George, Dec. 3, li83." 

The reply to a request expressed in terms so honorable 
to the excellent missionary, was colllmunicated through 
l\lr. Sullivan,* then the Resident at Tanjore. With this 
able and estimable servant of the Company, whose energy 
and address had rel"ived public co11fidcnce after the defeat 
of Colonel Brathwaite, and who was charged with a 
general superintendence ol'er the southern provinces, 
l\lr. Swartz was in habits of friendly and confidential in­
tercourse. 

With the same readiness to do good, and to promote the 
restoration of peace, and with the same disinterested dis­
regard of all personal considerations, which had actuated 
him upon a former occa~ion, l\lr. Swartz informed Lord 
l\lacartn0y, through !\lr. S11lli1•an, that " his repugnance 
to a political mission, though great, had yielded to his 
desire of rC'nclering the Company any serl'ice within his 
power." Yet so anxious was he to guard against whatever 
might be in the slightest degree inconsistent with his 
sacred character, that before any defiuitil'e arrangement 
was made, he wrote the following letter to that gentleman; 
which is strikingly characteristic of the pure and elevated 
principles by which he was i1nariably gol'erned. 

"Dear Sir,-1 forgot to mention to _you, though I 
tallrnd of it before i\l r. H ippisley ,t 1·iz. that as Colonel 
Fullarton has required stores, powder, &c. it has, as I 
think, too much the appearance of hostilities. You 
know that I am willing to do what little service I can for 
the benefit of this poor country; but should not wish to 
have even the remotest appearance of deceit. If you 
supply Colonel Fullarton with the stores for which he has 

* The present Right Honorable John Sullivnn. 
t The late Sir John Coxe Hippisley, Bart., then Paymaater at 

Tanjore. 
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sent Captain l\Iaitland, I cannot conceal my doubts and 
apprehensions; particularly as I heard of General l\l--'s 
march. Let me, I beseech you, know what you intend to 
do, before I give my final answer in writing to Lord l\Ia­
cartney. You, I am sure, would not wish that I should 
appear an impostor, or as a tool to forward any thing but 
what is perfectly agreeable to my office. 

"Dec. G, 1783." 

The difficulty, so couscientiously and simply stated, 
having doubtless been satisfactorily ol.Hiate<l, l\lr. Swartz 
left Tanjore for Coimbetoor, hy way of Dindegal and 
Darapuram, intending to proceed from theuce hy the 
shortest route, through the Gudgeratty pass, to join the 
commissioners at Seringapatam. 

The following extracts, from a series of letters to Mr. 
Sullivan, duriug his journey, will, it is presumed, be 
deemed interesting, both as throwing light on the state of 
the country, and the war in that part of India, at this 
critical period, and as illustrative of the character of 
Swartz, both as a Christian and a man. 

"Dindegal, December 20, 1783. 

" This evening I arrived here in perfect health. I 
praise God for his protection. All along I hal'e been 
delighted with the mountains, and ha1•e frequently applied 
the words of the psalmist, who, speaking of the heavens, 
says, that they 'declare the glory of God.' !\lay we not, 
nay, ought we not to say, that the mountains declare the 
same 1 God is great, and appears wi,e, good, and om­
nipotent in all his works." 

On the 24th, he left Din<legal, accompanied Ly a 
Jematdar's party of horse, and some sepoys, lo protect 
him from the colleries, (marauders,) who were sometimes 
trouhlesome; and on the e1·e11ing of the 2Gth, he reached 
Darapuram, where he heard a false report of two hundred 
of the enemy's horse hovering ahout, and informed l\Ir. 
Sullivan that Itoschen Chan, Tippoo's commander in 
Coimbetoor, waited to know the number of his followers 
before he sent his passport. "The district of Darapuram," 
he says, "is delightful and fertile, with a great deal of 
small grain on the ground. 'I'he inhabitants have lefl the 
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place: but Lieutenant Tolfrey, who came with me, is 
ordered to collect grain. I translated the orders which 
promise protection, and all possible encouragement to the 
inhabitants, into the l\lalabar language, and went out 
yesterday, and assured the few people to be met with, of 
the best treatment. They seemed to be pleased. Some 
were soon seen, and others expected. The Fort is de­
stroyed, and the houses quite pulled down. It is amazing 
how so many houses were so totally destroyed in so short 
a time." 

In his next letter, Swartz pointedly expresses his aston­
ishment at the unexpected, and, as he evidently thought, 
the impolitic orders sent by the l\l adras commissioners to 
Colonel Fullarton, to restore the places which he had 
lately reduced, which checked him in the midst of hi.s 
successful career. 

"Camp, in sight of Coimbetoor, Dec. 30, li33. 

"Dear Sir,-This morning, early, I saw the army, and, 
to my surprise, marching. Not long after, I had the 
pleasure of seeing Colonel Fullar1011. With him I went 
to the place which they had marked ont for encamping. 
He told me that he had recei\·ed strict orders to quit 
Palacatcherry, Coimbetoor, and of conr,e the whole rich 
crop, which, as lo the Sirkar* share, would hare sufficed 
to maintain the whole army for a year, nay, more than 
that. I asked him whither he was to more. Ile replied, 
'To Dindegal,' &c. ' Alas!' said I, 'is the peace so 
certain that you quit ull, before the negotiation is ended ? 
The possession of these two rich countries would hare 
kept Tippoo in awe, and would ha\·e inclined him to gire 
}"Oil reasonable terms. Ilnt yon quit the reins, and how 
will you manage that beast?' The Colonel said, 'I could 
not help it. I hare written in strong terms to gorern­
ment,' &c. Just now I write a letter to Roschen Chan. 
When that is sent off, I shall corl\'erse with the Colonel, 
and then gi\·e yon the sum of all. The letters which I 
have brought, he is now reading, and particularly those 
proposals sent to me, with your observations. But as you 
have gi1·en up Palacatcherry and Coimbetoor, I look upon 
those proposals almost as ineffectual. But perhaps things 

• Government. 
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may be better Lhan I at present thi11k. If so, I shall be 
happy in rejecting my mistaken fancy. 

"Coimhetoor is truly a pleasant country. , The inhabi­
tants, I hear, were much pleased with the mild treatment 
they met with from Colonel Fullarton." 

In a letter from Darapuram, dated January 22, Ii84, 
Swartz informs J\lr. Sullivan of his leaving the camp, and 
going to Roschen Chan, and from him to l'anden Palleam, 
where he was again detained a day and a half. From 
thence he advanced to Sattirnungalum, a fort 11ear the pass. 
Here the killedar refused to permit him to proceed any 
farther without an express order from Tippoo, which it 
would require te11 dnys to receive. Ile 1rns under the 
necessity of submitting, and accordingly waited eleven 
days in the Fort, without being allowed to walk out, or 
take the air. At length, the killedar snid he could obtain 
no order; and Swartz was, in co11seque11ce, obliged to 
return to Roschen Chan. Before lie re.1ched that officer, 
Navas lleg, succeeded to the command, and sent to say 
that he was sorry he had been stopped, and that he might 
now go through the pass. 

"This is the short story," he adds, "of my disappoint­
ment. Some say, that as the peace was concluded, 
Tippoo did not wish to have more people come to him. 
Others ham different conjectures, with which it would be 
improper to trouble you. I am sorry that the whole in­
tention of Lord l\Iacartney and yours, and, I may add, 
mine, has been frustrated. However, if a solid peace be 
concluded, no matter who was present or absent. To­
morrow I shall leave this place, and I hope to wait on 
you in eight da)'S. 1\lay a merciful God direct all ncgotia­
tio11 to the welfare of this poor distressed country ! 

"The gentlemen commissioners ham been called by 
Tippoo to the other coast at l\langalore, where he still is." 

From Di11degal, on the 30th of January, Swartz wrote 
to l\Ir. Sullivan that he had been detained some clan; on 
account of parties of Tippoo's horse being on the "road, 
and making- depredations; which did not look, he said, 
very friendly; that Captain Maitland wrote to Navas Beg 
not to molest the p~ople; who answered, that the Euglish 
having girnn up Darapuram, had now nothing to do with 
the people, and complaining that we had not kept our 
word in delil'ering up Pelacatcherry. 
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"For my part," he says, "I wish we had never 
promised ; or if we had, that we had kept it strictly. 
The reproach of breaking promises becomes loud and 
general. 

"l\lay God bless you in all respects!" He then adds 
with admirable foresight and prudence ; "As it is not 
improbable that hostilities may still be carried on, it would 
be very good if the king of Tanjore would hasten the 
cutting of the paddy as much as possible." 

Such was the unexpected termination of this second 
intended expedition to Seringapatam. It was, however, 
the occasion of the following distinguished testimony to 
the singular excellence and value of Swartz's character 
from Colonel Fullarton, who thus mentions his visit to the 
army which he commanded, iu a letter to the go1·ern111ent 
of .Madras. 

"On our second march we were visited by the Rev. l\lr. 
Swartz, whom your Lordship and the Ifoard req11e;;ted to 
proceed as a faithful interpreter between Tippoo and the 
commissioners. The knowledge and the iull'grity of this 
irreproachable missionary hate ret.riered the character of 
Europeans from imputations of general depravity. A 
respectable e;;cort attended him to the 11earest encamp­
ment of the enemy, hut he was stopped al Sauimungalum, 
and returned lo Tanjore. I rejoice, howerer, that he 
undertook the business; for his journal, which has been 
before your board, evinces that the southern army acted 
towards our enemies with a mildness seldom experienced 
by friends iu moments of pacification. From him, also, 
you learned, that this conduct operated on the 111i11ds of 
the inhabitant~, who <leclare that we afforded them more 
secure protection than the commanders of their own 
troops."* 

On the 4th of February Swartz returned in health and 
safety to Tanjore. 

The anxiety of Lord l\lacartne}' that Swartz should be 
present at the negotiations at i\Iangalore, induced him to 
direct au application to be made to Tippoo Sultau, to 
grant him a pass, who in reply expressed himself in the 
following words:-

* View of the British lntere•ts in India.. 
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"Agreeably to your desire, I hare sent orders to the 
amildars of Sattimungal11m to permit the Rer. )lr. Swartz 
to go to you through their districts." 

The select committee at Fort St. George, in communi­
cating this leller 10 the resident at Tanjore, obsen·e, 11 "'e 
entertain a hope that this second attempt to join the com­
missioners may be attended with better success, more 
particularly if Mr. Swartz were to take the route of Telli­
cherry ; we are thus earnest on this point, as we are of 
opinion that great adrnntage may result to the negotiations 
from i\Ir. Swartz's assistance, his knowledge of the lan­
guage, and his distinguished integrity." 

, The following leller to his friends at Vcllore explains 
his reasons for declining a second attempt to reach the 
commissioners, and gi1·es some account both of his recent 
journey, and of his own feelings during this trying period. 

<; Tanjore, :\larch 4, 1,e-1. 

" Hitherto a gracious God has presen·ed, guided, and 
comforted us. This is, and ou6ht to be, our first consider­
ation in the midst of all the calamities which we ha,·e 
experienced. How many dan~ers ha1·e we escaped-how 
many of our fellow-creatures fell on our right hand and on 
our left; but God has hid us under the pa,·ilion of his kind 
proridence ! The l 03d Psalm should be precious to us; 
for it expresses and magnifies all the di1·ine benefits which 
God has so richly bestowed upon us. Ilut not only in 
words ought we to express our gratitude, but in and by 
our li1·es. Surely God deserres to be obeyed by us, par· 
ticularly as we only reap the benefit of it. 

11 I heartily wished to cee you, and I entrrtained a Ii rely 
hope, that in my return from the i\Iysore counlr_r I should 
meet you. Ilut God has been pleased to lead me by 
another road." 

Here he mentions his late expedition, his detention by 
Tippoo's officers, and his return to Darapuram. lie then 
continues: 

"To this day I do not know the reason 11h)' I was not 
permitted to proceed. One said it was because Tippoo 
would not treat till l\langalo1e was in his possession. 
Some entertained other conjectures. I thank God for his 
mercy and proridence orer me. I should hiae been rery 
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glad if I could hare been an instrument in that great 
work of peace-making. llut who knows but there might 
ham been temptntions too great for me ? In short, ll'hat­
ever God does is right, and the best for us. After my 
return, the go\·ernor desired that I \\'ould take a second 
trip by the way of Tellicherry; but having a severe scor­
butic eruption on my legs, I found myself unable to go 
-I therefore declined it. Even now I am 11ot free from 
that complaint. But if I had made another attempt, I 
could not hare forced my way to Tippoo. If he refused 
to admit me, what could I do? Two refusals I met with. 
I wrote first from Tanjore, and the second time from 
Sattimuugalum. To spend my time in ro1·i11g about the 
country to little or no purpose was di,;agreeable. If gov­
ernment had sent me ll'ith the commi~sioners, I should 
ha,·e attended them. I entreat God to bless them with 
wisdom, resolution and i11tegrity, to settle the business to 
the ll'elfare of this poor country. But alas ! ll'e ourseh-es 
are so divided-one pulls one way, the other quite a dif­
ferent one. When one considers all, high and low, rich 
and poor, rulers and those that arc ruled, one is struck 
with grief, and a rnriety of passions. \\'hat blindness, 
insensibility, anu ob,tinacy, greediness, and rapacious­
ness !-a thou~and times I think with myself, 'l\Just all 
these people die-must they all gi\·e a strict account of 
their !ires-must they all appear before the tribunal of 
Jesus, the mediator and judge 1 How little do they mind 
their end, and the consequences of their I ires!' 

"But, howe1·er, in spite of all these horrid confusions, 
which are so prernleut upon earth, God has some likell'ise, 
who serre him faithfully though imperfectly. This morn­
ing ll'e rend the fourteenth chapter of the Re,-elation; 
wherein Jesus is rcpresc11ted as the lamb ,acrificed for us, 
and our redemption, and with him l-t-1,000, who had the 
name of God written on their foreheads. 0 th~t u·c may 
openly and sincerely confess the name of our God on all 
occasions! They were singing a new rnng-, (and should 
not new mercies require a new song?) No one could 
learn that song sa;-e those I-t-t,000. Whoe1·cr gi\·es his 
heart to the world will never be able to praise God sin­
cerely. Surely e1·ery true believer gi1-es his whole heart 
to the Lord Jesus. Those blessed oues follow the Lamb 
whithersoc1-er he goeth. This is the sure cridencc of our 
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believing in Jesus. They at least do not adulterate the 
word of God. All the world is upon that scheme. Every 
one wishes to explain it according to his inclination-but 
that is pernicious. Let us then accept of the won.I of God, 
take it, use it, and practise it as it lies before us, even 
when it desires us to mortify our belol'ed sins. My sincere 
wish and prayer is, that yon and I may be found true 
disciples of Jesus, and so at last rejoice with him eter­
nally." 

The English commissioners, after a tcd!ous and haras­
sing journey, were conducted from Seringapatam to Man­
galore, where, amidst much studied mortification and 
insult, they at length sncceecled in concluding a treaty of 
peace with Tippoo, on the I Ith of March, 1784. 

"The goodness and mercy of Goel towards us," thus 
l\lr. Swartz gratcfolly wri1e~ upon this occasion to professor 
Freylinghausen, " have been unspeakably great during 
the whole of the war, and to the JHe5enl moment. It is 
indeed of the Lord's mercies that we hal'C not been con­
sumed." 

To another of his friends about this time he wrote as 
follows:-

" The war with Hyder and his son Tippoo, is now 
en<led. But notwithotandi11g, the misery is still great. 
Tippoo is augmenting his army every day. He is a much 
more enterpri~ing soldier than his father. Every com­
mandant who surre11dcrcd a fortress to the English be 
ordered to be hung. lLll'ing carried twElve thousand 
children captil·e from Tanjore, he compelled them all to 
become l\lohammcdans. lle has done C\'cry thing in his 
power to exterminate the l\talabar Roman Catholics, in 
which he has so far succeeded, that no 01\e dares to call 
himself a Christian. He \\'ill not have any subjects except 
such as arc either heathens or l\1ohammedans. As for 
the former, they arc almost entirely dernid of feeling; 
they hear the doctrines of the gospel explained, and even 
applaud them, anc..! yet go on in their old way, as if they 
had heard nothing about it. Some brahmins lately said 
to me, ' We have no objection to hear these things; but 
heavenly ohjects clo not make much impression upon us.' 
This avowal is certainly too true; and they are moreover 



THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 239 

so timid, that they would not dare to profess the faith of 
Christ before their relations. This is truly stony ground, 
which requires much seed, and returns but little fruit." 

In the spring of this year, Swartz suffered considerably 
from weakness and exhaustion; and though he performed 
his various duties as usual, he was advised to try the eJTect 
of a. journey to the coast for the restoration of his health. 
It is to these circumstances that he refers in the following 
truly apostolic letter to his friends at Vellore. 

"Kallcrnate, near Tanjorc, July 10, li84. 

" My dear Friends,-It is a long time since I had the 
plea.sure of addressing you. Illness has prel"ented me. 
I can hardly describe to you the nature of my weakness. 
I felt no pain, but such a relaxation in my frame, that 
speaking, walking, &c. fatigued me, so that often I could 
scarcely stand. This I felt during April and l\Ia.y. 
When we were favored with some refre,;hing showers, I 
revived a little; and at present I am much better, though 
still weak. Ilut enough of this. Age comes upon me : 
I have no reason therefore to wonder al weakness. 

"If the mind be sound, all is well; the rest we shall 
quit when we enter into the gra1·e. That will cure all 
our bodily indi~positions. On this subject l meditate 
frequently. And, 0 ! may God grant me grace to do it 
more effectually, that I may 11u111hcr my (perhaps very 
few) days. Eternity is an awful subject, which should be 
continually in our mind. 

"I know, I feel it, that I have no righteousness of my 
own, whereon I would dare to clrpencl for eternal happi­
ness. If God sho11ld enter with me into jndgment, what 
would become of me 1 But ule~~rcl, for e1·er blessed, be 
the adorable mercy of God, which has _provided a. sure 
expedient for guilty man. The atonement of Jesus is 
the foundation of my hope, peace, love and happiness. 
Though I am covered all o,·er with sin, the uluod of 
Jesus cleanseth me from nil mine iniquities, and sets my 
heart at rest. Though I am a corrupted creature, the 
Spirit of Jesus enlighteneth, cheeretl1, and strengtheneth 
us to hate and abominate all sin, and to renounce the lusts 
of the world and the flesh. Though the day of j.udgment 
is approaching, the love of God comforts us so far as to 
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have bohlness lo appear before our Judge ; not as if we 
were innocent creatures, uut because we are pardoned, 
washed, and cleansed in the blood or Christ. 

"0 ! my dear friends, an interest in the atonement of 
Jesus, and a participation in the graces or his Spirit; 
these constitute a Christian, these cheer and strengthen 
the heart, these gloriry God, and prepare for hea1·cn. 

" Let us daily, therefore, come ueforc God through the 
blessed Jesus; unt let us, at the same time, not neglect 
the second point, viz. our sanctification. Our time is 
short. Within some days, I ham sojourned in this coun­
try thirty-four years. The end or my journey is, even 
according to the course of nature, near. May I not flag! 
l\fay my last days be the best! But as long as we li\·e 
together upon earth, let us admonish and stir up one 
another. 

"Remember me to l\lrs. F--, and tell her not to 
overvalue the pleasures or the ll'orld, uut to let her mind 
feed on pleasures which are substantial and permanent. 
I am to take a journey near the sea. Perhaps the sea-air 
may brace me up a little. I shall rememuer }'OU in my 
poor paternosters, and, if I can, send JOU another line 
from the sea-shore. Farewell! l\Jay grace, peace, and 
divine mercy follow you at all times! " 

Soon aHer the elate of the prece1ling letter, l\Ir. Sulliran 
requested Swartz to accompany him into the l\Iarawar 
country, as he was afraid of trusting to a native interpreter. 
To this he ,rilliugly accecled, both on account of his 
health, and as il would afford him many opportunities of 
preaching to the nati1·es. It was in the course of this 
journey that l\lr. Sulliran took occasion to suggest to 
him a plan, the tendency of which seemed to be eminently 
calculated to promote the moral improrement of the 
natirns, and ultimately the diffusion or Christianity in 
India. 

"At Ramanadapuram,"* he writes, "the conrersation 
turned on the education of youth. l\lr. Snllirnn observed, 
that it might be or great importance to establish English 
schools in every pro1·ince. 'In the fir,l place,' lie said, 
'the children and the parents, through their means, would 

• Il.amanad is the greater l\Iarawar. 
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become better acquainted with the principles and habits 
of Christians, and their obstinate attachment to their own 
customs would be shaken. The schoolmasters, if pious 
men, would exhibit the doctrines and precepts of the 
gospel, both to children and parents; a freer intercourse 
would be opened between nati\·cs and Europeans; and the 
children being instructed in the English language, would 
not need to rely on deceitful interpreters.' The proposal 
was highly agreeable to me, though I foresaw great diffi­
culties in the execution of it. I asked where we should 
obtain schoolmasters; to which he answered, that a sem­
inary should be erected at Tanjore for their education, 
and sereral acti\·e young men should be sent for from 
Germany. On inquiring who would be at the charge of 
their salaries, he replied, 'The petty princes of the prov­
inces;' and observed, that it would be much better if a 
small village were granted for the purpose. Accordingly, 
,re spoke to the rajah of Ramanadapuram on the subject. 
'It would be an excellent plan,' said he, 'and I wish there 
were such schools in e\·ery village.' His minister pro­
mised to explain the case, as it related to the salary, to 
his master. We therefore said no more on that point. On 
further consideration, howe1•er, he thought it more ad­
visable to obtain a written promise from the rajah to settle 
a sum on the school, to be paid every month; and to this 
he readily couseuted.'' 

From Ramanadapuram Swartz preceeded to She1·a­
gunga,* where he made a similar proposal to the prin­
cipal man of the place, who also approred it, and promised 
to give a village for the support of a schoolmaster. Lord 
l\lacartney, and the nabob of Arcot were afterwards made 
acquainted with the scheme, and both highly commend­
ed it. 

On his return to Taujore l\J r. Sulli,·an addressed the 
king upon this interesting subject, in the presence of 
Swartz. IIis highness consented that such a school as 
they recommended should be established in or near the 
Fort, promising to allow forty pagodas (£ 16) a month for 
its support. l\Ir. Sullivan then appointed a salary of £60 
to a schoolmaster, conceiving that with less he would not 
be able to maintain himself. 

* The lesser l\larawar. 

21 
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"Every year," adds Mr. Swartz, "the missionary at 
Tanjorc or Trichinopoly musl visit these schools ; of 
course the expe11ses of such a journey must be defrayed 
from the fund; and if something remain, as we hope, 
some soldier's children or orphnns should be freely edu­
cated and maintained." 

The journey to Ramanadapuram proved very beneficial 
to his health; and in the month of September following, 
for the purpose of promoting the proposed plan of English 
schools, he proceeded to Tondi, on the coast of Coroman­
del. From this place he wrote, on the 20th, lo Mr. 
Sullivan, as follows:-

" If you should find an opportunity of being an advocate 
for orphans, I know you will not forget it. If you think 
it proper to present my respects to Lord l\Jacartney, I re­
quest you to do it. You are the best judge of it. Cura 
ut valeas. Your heahh, I hope, and am persuaded, will 
be a blessing not only to yourself, but to the public also." 

Jn a second letter from Ton di, on the 2Ot h of Septem­
ber, he mentions that the military commander had cut 
down more than a thousand Palmeira trees for building 
bungalows for the troops. "The natives," he 5ays, 
" wept ; these trees forming a dowry for their daughters." 
He therefcire proposes a small compensation, to be paid 
by Colonel F--, not to the sirkar, but with his own 
hands. 

"I am happy," he adds, "to hear that your health is 
rather mending. Ex n11imo opto prcco1'gue ut auimus sit 
saiws in co1·po1'e sa110.* Take care of both-body as well 
as son!. Remember me to your friends. Yours are 
mine." 

On his return to Tanjore in October, he informed l\1r. 
Sullivan, who was then absent, that he had received an 
answer from the Pradani of Ramanad, stating that the 
rajah had resolved to allow for the proposed school, 
mo11thly, twenty-four pagodas. "Whether this will meet 
with your approbation or not," he says, "I know not. 
Some people think that a monthly payment is uncertain, 

• "I heartily desire and pray, that you may possess a vigorous 
n1ind in a healthy body." 
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and a sort of monthly begging, attended with trouble, and 
struck olT as soon as they arc tired. The Shevagunga 
man has 1rritten to me that he would make a small addi­
tion. However, I hope all will be better settled when you 
return to us. i\lay God establish your health, and bless 
you with peace a11d cheerfulness of mind!" 

Early in December, he communicated to l\lr. Sullil'an 
the report of an intended inrnsion, on the part of Tippoo, 
and suggested the expediency of purchasing paddy, in 
order to be prepared. lie then adds, "I haic got a new 
congregation. I mean the soldiers at ,vallam, whom I 
am desired to 1·isit. As often as I come, they receil'e me 
in a friendly ma11ner, and attend divine worship decently, 
and take tracts. Nay, some learn to read ; for which 
good purpose I hare supplied them with spelling-books. 
I ham read the Sketch of En!!li,h GoYernment, translated 
by l\Ir. F--. At present, this paper would do no good. 
Times ought to be more undisturbed for such a publica­
tion. This I merely refer to you. 

"Here we ham no rain; and therefore a dismal pros­
pect. The small grain withers away; the paJdy likewise 
looks ill. It seems as if Goel intended to punish this 
conntry agai11. And who can say any thing against his 
judgmcnts? E1·ery one has reason to humble himself. 
Nay, the people begin to su~pecl Tippoo's intentions. 
l\Iay Goel have mercy 011 this poor nation, and spare them 
kindly!" 

At the close of this year, J\Ir. Swartz addressed the 
following interesting letter to one of his valued friends 
at Vellore, 1rlio had requested his opinion as to some 
well-lrnown writers of our church. After referring to 
his young friend, J. Kohlhoff, who had written to inform 
them of his recent journeys, and had assured them that, 
notwithstanding his aJra11ccd age, he performed his 
various duties with the same vigor ancl ability which 
he had manifested ten years before, he proceeds as 
follows:-

" At present, I am so far established in health, that 
my labor is rather delightful to me than troublesome, 
which was not the case in April and !\lay. l\lay Ood, 
who has bestowed so many blessings on me, a poor sinner, 
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grant Lhat the last days of my life may be well spent; 
that I may finish my course with peace, if nol with joy. 

"\Ve are not only allowed, but even commanded to 
'rejoice in the Lord.' No joy has so good and firm a 
foundation, as that which is to be found in tbe Lord, who 
has bought us, redeemed us, and prepared for us all true 
happiness. Shall we not rejoice in his salrntion, pardon, 
peace, strength, and kingdom 1 llut whoever wishes to 
rejoice in the blessings purchased for us by Jesus Christ, 
must be in him, closely united to him, re11ouncing sin, 
and all the false pleasures of the world, a11d hungering 
and thirsting after him. This true unio11 and communion 
with Jesus is the source of joy-the only source. From 
hence will follow a willingness to lore, serre, obey, and 
glorify him as long as we live. Is it possible that we, 
who ha,·e found pardon, peace, and a lively hope of a 
glorious eternity in Jesus; that we, who have been made 
happy by him, should not wish and endea,·or to lil'e to his 
glory 1 

"llut if instead of trnsting in Jesus, and his consum­
mate atonement, we trust and rely 011 our own virtue, 
and consequently stand upon our own foundation, we shall 
nerer enjoy a moment's peace and unshaken delight. 
Our virtue and holiness arc, and must remain, imperfect. 
\Ve shall, therefore, always have reason to confess before 
God, 'If thou wilt mark in my thoughts, designs, inten­
tions, ,~•hat is amiss, LorJ, who shall stand before thee 1' 
Let us, therefore, seek for pardon, peace, and joy in Jesus; 
nnd having found that, let us be grateful a11<l obedient. 
llut though we should be as holy as any of the apostles, 
let us beware le$t we pul our con fi<lencc in any thing but 
the sufferings ancl atoning death of Jesus Christ. 

"In Lhis grand fi111damental article of true Christianity, 
I like none so much as good Bishop llel'Cridge. He 
forgets not to raise the superstructure of holiness ; but 
he lays first the foundation in a true and li,·cly trust in 
Jesus, as Paul likewise has <lone. H.ca<l Philippians iii. 
In the explanation of holiness, Archbishop Tillotson is 
excellent; but he docs not so well, so clearly lay the 
foundation as Ilcveri,lgc, Ilency, and the first reformers. 
·when thou comforte~t my heart, then, ond not till then, 
shall I run in the way of thy comman,lments. The divine 
commandments, well :in<l spiritually considered, will con-
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vince us of our sinfulness and corruption, and, of course, 
condemn us. (Rom. vii.) Being condemned by the law, 
as servants who owe to their Lord ten thousand talents, 
how shall we pay off our debt? By the few pence of our 
own virtue ? No ; but by the complete atonement made 
by Jesus Christ. This atonement of Jesus is offered in 
the gospel to every one who knows and feels his sinful­
ness, and wishes to be delivered from the curse he has 
deserved by it. To those who feel the bun.Jen of their 
sins, and groan under it, how inexpressibly sweet is and 
must be that tender invitation of Christ, (l\latt. xi.,) 
'Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest;' by taking the burden from you. 

"That you and your dear husband may rejoice in 
Jesus, here and in a blessed eternity, is the sincere wish 
of your old friend, 

"c. F. SWARTZ. 

" P. S.-Pray let us know how your school goes on. 
Are there some of the black people who profess Chris­
tianity 1 Is there any one who instructs them? 

"As to the l\Ialabar church which I ha1·e been building 
in the suburbs, General Munro encouraged me, by giving 
me fifty pagodas. But when I found that the stones which 
I needed for the foundation, cost twenty-fire pagodas, 
without chunam,* I thought I should soon stop my mill 
for want of water; out the rajah ha1·ing given me some 
gold cloths at the time of Lord Pigot's arrirnl, when the 
general was lately here, I took them to the merchants, 
who, to my agreeable surprise, rnlued them at one hun­
dred and thirty-six pagodas; so that I could prosecute my 
plan without interruption. I hope that God, who has so 
graciously furnished me with the means of building a 
house of prayer, will fill it also with spiritual children, 
to the praise of his name. He is strong who hath prom­
ised us such glorious things. Read for that purpose my 
farorite chapter of Isaiah, xlix. ·rnrses 4-i, 18-20. I 
cheerfully believe that God 'will build the waste places' 
of this country. But should it be done after we arc laid 
in the grave, what harm 1 This country is col'cred with 
thorns; let us plough and sow good seed, and entreat 

* Stucco. 
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the Lord to make it spring up. Our labor in the Lord, 
in his cause and for his glory, will not be in vain." 

The conclusion of the preceding letter, in which l\lr. 
Swartz, with so much simplicity, mentions the disinter­
ested liberality with which he contributed to the fund for 
building a church for the natirn Christians in the suburbs 
of Taujore, may with propriety direct our attention to his 
character as a preacher. His religious principles, and 
even his views of Christian doctrine, ha1·e been already 
amply developed, both in the extracts from his missionary 
journals, and in the letters to his friends, in the former 
chapters of this memoir. Swartz himself published nothing, 
either in the form of sermons, or auy other religious in­
struction, except the Dialogues betll"een a Christian and a 
Heathen, which have been already mentioned,* as trans­
lated into the l\lahratta. language. His original destina­
tion, and his principal employment, as a missionary, 
requiring chiefly catechetical instruction, and the si111ple 
exposition of Scripture, the elaborate composition of dis­
courses for the pulpit never formed a pa.rt of his stated 
occupation. Though from the period of his residence at 
Trichinopoly he was engaged in preaching to the British 
troops in garrison at that place, and afterwards at Tanjore, 
it was only occasionally that he wrote his sermons at 
length. 

His pulpit remains, like every thing connected with his 
character, are marked by the most perfect simplicity; but, 
at the same time, by an energy of thought, and frequently 
by a vigor of expression, which prove at once the sincerity 
and the efficacy of his religion. One grand subject per­
vaded his sermons, as it formed the prevailing theme of 
his correspondence and his ministerial labors-the gospel 
of Christ, os the only and all-sufficient remedy for the 
guilt and misery of fallen man ; the lo1·e of God, in send­
ing his Son to save us; the love of Christ, in dying for us; 
pardon and peace through faith in the atoning blood of 
the cross, that faith "working by lovr." to God and man, 
purifying the heart, and ovr.rcoming the world; producing, 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, true happiness 
even here, aud animating the Christian with a. lively and 

•Seep. 180. 
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joyful hope of perfect and eternal blessedness hereafter. 
Such was the cheering, intelligible, and scriptural view 
which Swartz invariably presented of Christian doctrine. 
The incidental references to his ministerial instructions, 
which occur in his letters and journals, show how dili­
gently he labored in filling up this outline with the details 
of principle and precept, an<l how wisely he adapted his 
exhortations to the peculiar character and condition of 
his hearers. 

The very few of his surviving friends who remembered 
Swartz in the pulpit, repreoent his appearance and manner 
as remarkably simple and unaffected, lmt energetic and 
impressive ; using, like the apostle to the Gentiles, "great 
plainness of speech," but speaking also like him, "in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power," and "by mani• 
fcstation of the truth commending himself to e1•ery man's 
conscience in the sight of God;" while equally with the 
great apostle, "speaking the truth in lore," out of the 
fullness of a heart penetrated by the mercies of the gospel, 
and habitually glowing with Christian kindness, he suc­
ceeded in conciliating the confidence and affection of his 
hearers, and vindicated his claim to the character of true 
wisdom by winning many souls to the faith and hope of 
the gospel. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Introduction anti progress of Protestant Christianity in Tinnevelly­
Journcy to Ramana.dapuram anti Palamcotta-Letter to a friend 
of Mr. Chambers-Provincial Schools-Communication to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge-Letters to Mrs. 
Duffin and l\Irs. Chawbers; a second to l\Ir. Chambers's friend­
Retrospect of the year 178G-Wrctched stale of the rajah and 
kingdom of Tanjore-Committcc of inspection for the affairs of 
that country, appointed by Sir Archibald Campbell, of which 
Swartz is requested to become a member-Their proceeclings­
Ilcneficial influence of Swartz wil11 the people of Tanjore-The 
Madras Government expresses its high sense of the value of his 
services-Swartz re11ucsts the Society to receive his young friend 
Mr.· J. Kohlhoff as one of their missionaries. 

IT is uncertain at what period the district of Tinnel'elly 
in the south of the Peninsula was first visited by the Prot• 
estant missionaries. The Roman Catholics had long 
been numerous, and it is not improbable that some of the 
early converts at Tranquebar may ham carried thither 
the knowledge of purer evangelical truth. The first 
notice of this part of the country in the journals of Swartz, 
occurs in the year liil, and is as follows:-

·" At Palamcoua, a fort and one of the chief towns of 
Tinnevelly, about two hundred miles from Trichinopoly, 
there resides a Christian of our congregation, Schavri­
muttu, who having been instructed, reads the word of God 
to the resident Romish and heathens. And an English 
sergeant, whose wife is a member of our congregation, has 
in a manner taken up the cause. A young heathen 
accountant had heard the truth with satisfaction. He was 
once here, ( at Trichinopoly ,) listened to all that was 
represented from the word'of God in silence, and promised 
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to place himself under further instruction. The sergeant 
made him learn the five principle articles of the catechism, 
and then baptized him. It grieved us that he should 11am 
baptizcd the young man before he had attained a distinct 
knowledge of Christianity. Besides, such an inconsid• 
erate step might wore injurious both to the heathens and 
Roman Catholics. l\Jay God mercifully arcrt all evil!" 

A few years after the time at which the circumstances 
thus related, took place, l\Ir. Swartz visited the neighbor­
hood of Palamcotta, when the widow of a brahmin applied 
to him to be baptized; but as she was then living with an 
English officer, he told her that while she continued that 
illicit connection, he could not comply with her request. 
It appears, howerer, that the officer had privately promised 
to marry her; and in the mean time, he was instructing 
her in the English language, and C\·en in the principles of 
Christianity. After his death, she renewed her application 
to Swart.i;, and as her conduct was then perfectly correct, 
he baptized her hy the name of Clarinda. She continued 
to reside in the south of India ; but at the conclusion of 
the late war, sho and two Roman Catholic Christians 
from the same quarter came to Tanjore. One of these 
persons had obtained a copy of the New Testament, and 
of the Ecclesiastical History published by the missionaries 
at Tra11q11ebar,* which he rcarl with so much effect, that 
he was not only l1imself convinced of the errors of the 
church of Rome, but testified against them so strongly 
that many around him were much impressed by his 
representations. He and his fellow-Ira l'eller now visited 
.Mr. Swartz, and entreated that a missionary or natire 
assistant might come and teach them more perfeclly. He 
accordingly sent one of his catechists to Palamcotta, to 
instruct the rising congregation in that neighborhood. 
The zealous female conl'ert just mentioned, with the 
assistance or one or two English gentlemen, built a small 
but neat church at that place; and from this period the 
attention of Swartz was anxiously directed to a quarter in 
which the congregations of Christians have since become 
so numerous and so prosperous. 

In a letter, dated in September, 1785, and commu-

• See Introductory Sketch, p. 32. 
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nicated to the Society for Promoting Christian knowledge, 
by the Rev. l\lr. Pasche, Swartz writes, that he was just 
returned from an otlicial journey, which had occupied 
him between two and three months. He first proceeded 
to H.aruanadapuram, for the purpose of instituting 
the English prol'incial school there; which he accom­
plished. The beginning was made• with ten young 
persons. The reigning prince and his minister sent their 
children to the school, of which 1\1 r. \Vheatley from 
Tanjore was appointed master. At this place, according 
to his inniriable practice, he embraced the opportunity of 
preaching the gospel to all descriptions of persons. From 
thence, after touching at Tutnkurin, allll preaching to the 
Dutch there on St. l\Iark viii. ;{(i, he went to Palamcotta; 
staid there three weeks, preached twice, sometimes three 
times a day; explained the principal doctrines of Chris­
tianity, and admiuistered the sacrament to eighty persons. 
He found the state of this new congregation in many 
respects to his satisfaction, while in others, he frankly 
acknowledged, it occasioned him concern. "Ilut this," 
he justly observes, "is no more than what are usually 
united together, wheat and chaff." 

It was during this journey that he addressed the fol­
lowing iriteresting and instructive letter to an intimate 
friend a111l connection of i\Ir. Chambers, then in the civil 
service of Bengal, and distinguished during a long and 
honorable life in India and in England, not less by his 
eminent talents and acqnirements as a leading member of 
the East Indian go\·ernment, than by his elevated and 
consistent character as a Christian.* It appears that he 
was at this time just entering upon a religious course; 
and nothing could be better ealculate<l to confirm and 
encourage him than this admirable letter. 

"Ramanaclapurnm, July 20, 1785. 

"Dear Sir,-Your very kind leller I received two 
months ago, and should lun·e answered it sooner, had not 
some circumstances pre1·ented it. 

" Your first awakening was a most agreeable and 
heart-reviving transaction of divine Providence. So kind 

* Proba.bly Lhc la.tc lion. Charles Grant.-.llm. Ed. 
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is God, eYcn when he chastiscth. I helieve there are very 
few in hea\'en, but owe their conversion or their contin­
uance in that state to some stroke or other. Blessed be 
God for all his mercies which he has bestowed on us! 
Nay, throughout all eternity we shall praise him for all 
the wonders he has done towards us. 

" Even in respect of temporal affairs, your conversion 
has been, as I obsen·e, beneficial to you ; and so would 
e\'ery one experience it, if the trial were fairly made. 
How much is squandered away in what is called fash­
ionable living, to no purpose, or rather to the worst! 
Health, strength, conscience, and the Sll'cetest sense of 
the favor of God arc lost-for what 1 Though we are not 
lo serve God for the sake of temporal adrantages, we shall 
find that true unfeigned 'godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come.' The people of the world lose both. 
Their tumultuous mirth docs not descne the name of joy, 
and is always closely attended and embittered by unspeak­
able di!'quictude and anxiety, which they mu~t feel as soon 
as they brgin to reflect. .l\Iay God strengthen and con­
firm you by bis blessed Spirit, that the goocl work which 
he has begun in you, may be carried on uninterruptedly, 
till you can say at last, 'It is done,-Father, imo thy 
hands I commend my spirit,' and so 'enter iuto the joy of 
your Lord.' 

"Let us daily grow more and more fi:rvcnt in prayer. 
With prayer we begin to be Christians. lly prayer we 
grow stronger, and continue in the narrow road, and at 
last, praying, we end our course. 

"All that we are to pray for, we find in that excellent 
prayer tauglit us by our Lord, in which Christianity is 
regularly deliueated or explained, just as it ought to be 
from the beginning to the end. 

"In the first petition we in fact entreat God to tum 
away our hearts from all vain names, ( c:.11 them ho nor, 
riches, pleasure, or what else you please,) because they 
all together cannot make us happy. To look upon them 
as the source of our happiness is idolatry. We entreat 
God to enlighten our hearts, so that we may know, esteem, 
\'enerate, fear, lm·c, and praise his name. This is the 
truest beginning of our conversion, when all things and 
their names become little, and the glorious name of God 
becomes great and \'enerable to us. 
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"The second blessing which we neeJ is the kingdom 
of Goel, as it is restored to us by Jesus Christ, containing 
' righteousness' to col'er all our sins ; ' peace,' or a sense 
of the fal'or of Goel, who is now our Father, and we his 
children; and 'joy in the Holy Ghost.' 'Thy kingdom, 
0 Father, come,' that we may be no longer separated 
from thee, as we <lesened, but that we may be reunited 
unto thee, that there may be a happy union between thee 
and us, as there is between a kind prince and obedient 
subjects. And is not this true faith in Jesus, which places 
us again in the kingdom of God our Father 1 

"Being turned to God and his name, and being made 
the children of the kingdom of God by faith in Jesus 
Christ, we crarn the third blessing, namely, filial obedi­
ence. Ha,·ing rccei\'e<l the two former blessings, we are 
now willing, and by the Spirit of God st1engthened, to 
renounce and to o,·ercome our own will, (that stubborn 
thing,) the will of the \\'oriel, though nernr ~o fashionable, 
and the will of the del'il. We now learn daily that 
most difficult but salutary lesson,-' Not my will, but 
thine be done.' 

" Having thus obtained mercy, we are regenerated and 
born again. What do we need more? Having begun 
well by the grace of God, let us be 'strong in the Lord;' 
let us take care not to fall back, but to be constant. 
To this purpose our compassionate Saviour has taught 
us to pray, 

" 1. For our daily bread-to moderate our desires after 
the things of this world. Godliness and contentment 
must go together. A rnry strict discipline is necessary 
lest the cares of this world enter in again, and choke the 
good seed. 

"2. Though we have reason to rejoice in the Lord, 
and in the possession and enjoyment of all his mercies, 
yet we have little or no reason at all to boast and to be 
proud. Therefore he has directed us to come daily be• 
fore the throne of grace, deeply humbling ourselres on 
account of our daily faults, and praying, 'Forgil'C us our 
trespasses.' ,v e confess and bewail them, and cral"e 
pardon. This humility must remain in us daily. 

"3. Being turned to the name of God ; being recei\·ed 
as his children for the sake of Jesus; being willing to 
obey the will of God, we are happy, and free from all 
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condemnation. But as long as we sojourn here in the 
world, we are not free from trials. Let us, therefore, 
dailJ watch and pray lest we enter and sink into tempta­
tion. Let us entreat God not to forsake but strengthen 
us; that we may, by his grace, be able to o,·ercome all 
temptations. 

"4. Bein~ united to Christ, and consequently being the 
children of God, we are happy ; but this happiness, 
though very great, is not yet complete. Here is a mixture. 
Here are k11owledge and ignorance, holiness and many 
faults, peace and uneasiness, health and sickness, joy and 
grief, together. But we are to recei1·e a complete happi­
ness. In the midst of all calamities and tribulations, 
be hope our cordial! Let us daily come before the throne 
of mercy, entreating Goel to deli1·er us entirely from all 
ignorance, from all sin, from all pain and grief; and to 
receirn us into his glorious kingdom, where we shall 
weep no more-where we shall rejoice for erer and ever; 
where our prayers and supplications shall be turned into 
thanhgivings. This hope, if lively, will refresh us. 

"There, my dear Mr. -- I hope to see you, and to 
sing with you the song of the Lamb. There we will 
relate one to another all the wonders of mercy which 
Jesus has wrought towards our restoration. 

"Be this our aim-ancl may our hearts (ah, our slippery 
hearts!) ne1·er swen·e from the path to that heavenly 
Canaan ! !11 ay we nernr murmur or lust after the things 
which we hal'C once renounced! !\lay we be faithful 
unto death, and so receire the crown of life ! Remember 
me like11·ise, when you come before the throne of mercy, 
that mJ approaching age may not be unfruitful, but 
blessed. 

" You and your family are dear to me, because clothed 
and adorned with the righteousness of Jesus. Peace be 
to you, and to all that lirn with you. :\Jay they all find 
mercy on that great day. l\lay they all be numbered with 
those that shall stand at the right hand of our God ! 

"I am al present at Ramanad in the l\Iarawar country, 
where I intend to erect an English school. All seems 
to be ready. Next l\londay we hope to make the begin­
ning. i\lay God bless it! Our intention is to have such 
schools in se1·eral prm·inces, if God grant peace to this 
country. The harvest is great, but few are the laborers. 

22 
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\Veil, let us pray to the Lord of the hanest. If amongst 
Europeans there was any real piety, what blessing would 
come over the whule country ! llut they refuse to go 
into God's vineyard-may God awaken them! 

"The kind charity which you intended for the relief 
of the poor shall be faithfully applied. In their name 
I thank you. I have inclosed a fow lines to my olrl and 
sincere friend, l\lr. Obeck. lie lived once in one of my 
chambors.* I loved him much, and shall love him till 
we sec one another in a world free from sin and grief." 

The sober, scriptural, yet elevated piety, and the gen• 
uine Christian affection which breathe throughout the 
preceding letter, display the character of Swartz in a 
most favorable point of \'iew, and sufficiently rel'Cal the 
sources of his extraordinary influence and usefulness in 
India. Any thing more truly apostolic can scarcely be 
imagined. The following letter, written shortly after• 
wards to a gentleman whom he was anxious to persuade 
to adopt religious habits, equally discovers his wisdom 
and faithfulness as a Christian monitor. 

"Tanjore, Sept. 28, 178:i,. 

"Dear Sir,-I am happy to hear that you will not come 
by yourself. You know the usual consequences attending 
a bachelor's life. Ilut being now in a lawful state, insti• 
tuted by God himself, take care lest that state prove a 
snare. In itself it is lawful, and ordained by God for 
wise reasons. But you know that Adam resembled his 
Maker before he entered into that state. The husband 
must be filled with knowledge, wisdom, holiness, and all 
other nivine graces: then will he be able to govern 
ilis family wisely to the glory of God. In such a gay 
place as Madras, where daily i.lissipations run away with 
all time and strength, it is doubly necessary to be upon 
your guard. Never forget to kerp up family prayer in 
your house; make it a house of God, and it will be dis­
tinguished by divin-c blessings. 

-------•-----------------

* This circumstance is allndrd to by Dr. Iluchanan, in n lcttrr to 
a. friend, with tlw intrrrstinir ndrlition that he oftrn concralcd from 
that l!Ood man "his fovorcd seasons from on high."-.4(e111oirs, vol. 
i. p. 274. 
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"At pre;ent people rea<l all sorts of novels an<l other 
trash. Jf you wish to be happy, an<l to act wisely, [ 
entreat you RCA □ vouR nrnLE with your consort. You 
will s0011 fiud the greatest advantage resulting from it. 

"i\lake my best respects to i\lrs. --, and tell her that 
I heartily wish she may be like Sarah, A bra ham's wife ; 
like Hannah, Samuel's mother; ancl like those excellent 
females, who were not ashameri to follow Jesus, even 
when he was crucilied. l\ly bcsl wishes atten<l you and 
your family." 

During his stay at Ramanad3puram, Swartz had an 
interview with the reigning prince, an<l met with a very 
kind reception. llut on his return, he foun<l all in terror 
an<l alarm, in co11seqne11ce of a change of gorernment. 
The nabob was about to repossess himself of that province, 
notwithstanding that during the late war he had inl'este<l 
the present prince as the rightful heir, and had caused 
him to be proclaimed sol'ereign of the country. Swartz 
laments in his leller to· Mr. l'a,-che that such faithless 
and perfidious proceedings, which had nearly ruined the 
country, were still continued, and obserl'es that this 
change might extend its i11lluence lo the new institution 
of the English provincial schools; so that he doubted 
whether they would receil"C proper support, or be aban• 
cloned. 

In his annual letter to the Society, dated from Trichi­
nopoly, January W, 178G, Swartz gratefully acknowledges 
the perfect healLh which he and his fellow-laborers ha<l 
enjoyed during the preceding year, and the uninterrupted 
performance of their important duties. He had come to 
'l'richinopoly for the purpose of consulting ivith his friend 
and brother, 1\1 r. l'ohlc, upon points relating to the mis­
sion, and of \-i~iting the congrPgation and schools. At 
this time, he informs the Society, that besides his young 
friend l\lr. Kohlhoff, who was hi5 willing nssistant, and 
whom he intimated his wish of seeinrr established as his 
colleague, he maintained three catecl~ists and one school­
master at Tanjore, one catechist at Trippatore, and three 
at l'alamcolla. The 'I'amul school at Tanjore then con­
sisted of twenty-two chil<lre11, who were daily instructed 
in Christian principles, in reading, writing, and arith­
metic, and some of them, at their own request, in the 
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English language. Of the English school, l\lr. Kohlholf 
and his urother, and a young native, had the care. In this 
there were ge11erally auout forty I.Joys and girls. flcsides 
learning the English, they were exercised also in the 
Persian and Tamul languages. l\lost of the;e chil<lren 
being the o!fspring of sol<liers, being poor, were educated 
gratis. 

"In some of my last lcttns," he obserrcs, "I have 
mentioned that an English school was estaulishecl in Ra­
manaclapurnm, and that another has been proposed at 
Shevagcnga. ,v e even entertained lirely hopes of seeing 
more of these schools in other places. But when the 
country was restored to the nabob, these pleasing expecta­
tions nearly vanished. The old system, of oppression, 
was resumed, and the country princes began to tremble. 
It does 11ot belong lo me," he modestly ad<ls, " to write of 
politics; neither would I h:ne mentioned the subject, ha<l 
it not been so closely connected with the schools." 

The congregation at l'alamcotta had increafed ; and 
Swartz had lately sent there his catechist, Sattianaden, 
who had for many years rnstained the character of a sin­
cere Christian and an aule teacher. The congregation 
was visited every year by one of the country priests from 
Tranquebar for the administration of the sacraments. 

While thankfully acknowledging the past kindness of 
the Society, he is urgent, both in this and a suuscquent 
letter, for a fresh supply of books, not only for the natirn 
congregations an<l schools, hut also for the soldiers in the 
garrison, many of whom were anxious for instruction ; a 
request with which the Society, knowing how judiciously 
they would be distributed, cheerfully complied. 

,vhile thus·advcrting to the various charitable lahors of 
this excelle11t man, it may not be irrelevant to ousen·e, 
that for a considerable space of time, during the late war, 
he foruore, on account of the public distress, lo <lraw the 
pay which was clue to him as chaplain to the garrison. 
Mr. Hudleston, in commu11icati11g- this circumstance to 
the gm·ernment, obsen·es, " l\I r. Swartz makes no other 
use of money than to appropriate it to the purposes of 
charity a11d uenevolcnce." 

During his short stay at 'l'richinopoly, he wrote the 
following letter to l\lrs. Duflin; the principal topic of 
which proves how well he could al'ail himself of incidental 
circumstances to illustrate and enforce religious truth. 
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"Trichinopoly, January HJ, 1 i86. 

" Dear l\Iadam,-A few days ago I came hither to visit 
my friend l\lr. Pohlc. One afternoon I went with him to 
\Varriore, to see your house and garden, where we have 
spent many a Saturday in a 1·ery agreeahle manner. Com­
ing near your house, 1\1 r. Pohle put me in mind of my 
shameful neglect. 'You hare 1101,' said he, 'written a 
line to l\lr. and Mrs. Duffin for abore a year.' Hearing 
the number of months, for he counted them, I was truly 
struck with confu,ion. Though I have but few hours to 
spare, still I might have ll'ritten some few lines. \Veil, 
pardon this neglect kindly. I have not written, but I 
have remembered you very often, wi,hing. to spPnd some 
hours with you. I was very glad ll'hen your schoolmaster 
informed me, that l\lr. Gerickc had paid you a visit, for 
he is a sincere Christian, whom I hare always much es­
teemed. 

"When I came here, I thought to reJ01ce with Mr. 
Pohlc ; hut we soon experienced grief instead of joy. A 
battalion mutinied; went upon the rock, and threatened 
destruction, if they should not get their pay. These poor 
people had recei1·ed none since A ugnst; co11~cque11tly 
five months' pay \\'as due to them, hesi1les former arrPars. 
It is truly melancholy to ob~erre that nothing but fear ll'ill 
incline us to do justice to them. By these 111eans all rlis­
cipline is relaxed, the officers lose that r~spcct which is 
due to their rank and station, and the sepoys become inso­
lent. This has been the case, not only in war, hut now 
in the time of peace. May God help us to consider the 
things which belong to our peace in all respects ! 

"In the 1rnrld we have tribulation. This has been 
from the time mankind fell into sin, and will he so, till 
we enter into the peaceful mansions of the saints and 
angels in eternity. Having, then, little or 110 peace in 
the world, let us tnke care to ha1·e, maintain, nnd eujoy 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

" What an immense blessing is it to ha1·e peace with 
God ! ,vhen we reflect on our miserable hearts, so prone 
to si'n and iniquity, we might think that it was altogelher 
impossible to possess that inestimable treasure. And no 
doubt, if it depended on our perfect obedience, we could 
not entertain a thought of enjoying it. Bul blessed be 

22• 
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God, our peace and happiness stand on a better basis than 
that of our own merit. 

"It is Jesus, the blessed Redeemer, who has made an 
atonement, a perfect atonement for our sins, and thereby 
laid the foundalion for a complete reconciliation between 
us and God. Without this dil'ine atonement we could 
not expect pardon and peace. God would not be to us a 
God of grace, but rather ' a consuming fire.' ,vhat praises, 
then, arc due to Jesus, the purchaser of our peace and 
happiness I The nearer we keep to him, the more we 
enjoy of that peace. The more we trust in ourselves, so 
much the more we shall be perplexed. Nothing keeps 
and preserves our minds so much as this peace. The 
thunder of the law may frighten, but it will never com­
pose or strengthen our minc!s to obey God cheerfully. 

"Let 11s, then, daily look out for pardon and peace; 
watching al the same time tliat we may follow its guidance 
-that so our reason, our will, and all our passions ( aye, 
and our external senses too,) may be preserved in subjec­
tion, obedience, and the path of holiness. 

" Remember me to Mr. Duffin, our beloved friend. 
Mr. Pohle tells me that he has written to yon, inclosing a 
Portuguese calendar. 

"May, then, the peace of God, in this year, and as 
we live, cheer, guide, and strengthen us all! 

"I am always, dear Madam, your fai1hful friend and 
servant.'' 

In his next letter lo the same highly esteemed corres­
pondent, Mr. Swartz took occasion to communicate his 
view of the Christian Saubath; which from his intimate 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and his eminently 
devout habits, well deserves the most serious atlention. 

"Tanjore, March 2fi, 1786. 

"Dear l\Jadnm,-Your kind leller I received yesterday, 
and as my heart is warm, and cheered by the good news 
you have sent me, I will by no means delay to answer it. 

" I rejoice with you, that it has pleased God to make 
your Sabbaths more satisfactory lo you. Formerly you 
got now and then some showers of the divine benediction. 
Now you will enjoy it every Sunday. 

" I need not tell you, that the institution of the Sabbath 
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is altogether divine, and therefore holy and beneficial. It 
is a cheering proof of God's kindness to us. It was in­
stituted before the fall, to preserve Adam and Eve in their 
wisdom, holiness, and justice-consequently to confirm 
them in that divine likeness, which Go<l had granted 
them. Ily this you plainly pcrceil'C, that his intention 
was to preserve them in their purity and happiness. Adam 
was the teacher, Eve the disciple-both adored God every 
day, but particularly on the Sabbath. Happy couple! 

" Was the celebration of the Sabbath necessary before 
the foll, how much more 11010 after it, to awaken the mind 
to a lively knowledge of God, to increase in knowledge, 
faith, love, and hope of everlasting life ! No doubt we 
are to attend to all this ernry day; but particularly lo set 
our mind to it on every Sabbath day. , 

"On that day we are to exclude worldly thoughts as 
much as possible, even those that arc allowable on other 
days. The works of creation, redemption, am] sanctifica­
tion, ought to be our chief meditation. Likewise ought 
we also to exclude all worldly colll'ersation, e1·en that 
which is allowable on other days. It should turn upon 
the word and works of God. Prayer and edifying con­
verse should be rnairitained on that day. l\lureover, 
worldly actions ( except those of necessity and mercy) 
shonlq be excluded. To frequent the congregation of 
Christians should be a delight to us. 

"Then may we expect a blessing from God. I\Joses 
uses those two words, ' God sanctified' that day, that is," 
he appointed it to mankind to become holy, or persevere 
in holiness, and blessed it, that is, he appointed it as a 
day of blessing, to make them partakers of the best bles­
sings-pardon of sin, peace of mind, and hope of future 
glory. 

"Was this God's intention in instituting that day 7 
Then may we well sit down and weep over ourselves and 
our fellow-creatures. How is this day profaned ! Alas! 
alas! 

"Some say,' ,ve can sen·e God in our closet.' No 
doubt we can, and ought to do it. Ilut this ought not to 
be an hinderance to our frequenting the public congre-

"Bishop Horsley'e Exposition or these emphatic words is precisely 
■imilar lo this oftbe venerable missionary.--Sermons, vol. ii. p. 216. 
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gation. No sincere Christian will ever speak so. That 
excellent man, Lord Chief Justice Hale, in England, con­
fessed that he had received particular blessings by attend­
ing public worship. E1ery Christian will confess the 
same. Nay, we are to look to others, particularly young 
people, to allure them to the adoration of God. 

"lllay a gracious God bless your congregation! l\lay 
he fill it with his glory, as often as you come together ! 
l\Iy beloved friends, l\Ir. Toriano, and l\lr. Dufiin, will 
receive a blessing from the Lord. Take care, my friends, 
not to do any thing by which your Christian work, which 
you perform on the Sabbath day, may become less es­
teemed. The vow of the Lord is upon you, and the world 
will look critically upon you. 

"My spirit is with you, though I am afraid that my old 
body will hardly be there. 

" My young friend l\lr. Kohlhoff, joins with me in his 
wishes for the prosperity of your Zion. Mr. Toriano will 
look upon this as written to him. God bless you and 
yours. Amen!" 

Within a few days of the elate of the preceding letter, 
the pio,us missionary addressed a second to the distin­
guisherl relative of l\lr. Chambers, already mentioned, 
which, like the first, abounds with the richest Christian 
wisdom and consolation. 

"Tanjore, March 29, 1786. 

"Dear Sir ,-1 ha1·e received your favor of the 10th or 
October, and wonder that it did not reach me sooner. I 
have perused the account, which you hare kindly gi1·en 
me, more than once, and shall read it again. Even your 
complaints are precious to me, as they are a proof that 
you feel your want, or your poverty; and you kno1v that 
our Saviour has declared such to be blessed. 

"When I have reflected upon my own deviations, (and 
they have been numerous, nay, innumerable,) I have had 
reason to attribure them to some secret pride. \Ve con­
fess, no doubt, that we are poor; that we have lost the 
glory of wisdom, holiness, and righteousness. Our con­
fession is very orthodox; but, alas! our thoughts, wishes, 
aims, and whole conduct, are proofs that our confession is 
too often undermined. 
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"As true relicrion endeavors to humble us and exah 
God; and as tl~s is absolutP.ly necessary· to our real 
welfare; we plainly perceive that God, i_n all_ his trans­
actions with us, aims at this double point, viz. that we 
may be, what we really are, mere nothings; that He may 
be acknowledged as the only source of grace, strength, 
and happiness. 

"When I read ycinr letter, I think I am reading the his­
tory of my own lilc. Our want of poverty of spirit, makes 
us put our confidence in our own (imagined) merit: at 
other times it m:ikes us indolent in prayer-sometimes 
presumptuous in \'enturing where we ought to be careful 
and ,·igilaut. In short, it hinders us in faith, love, and 
hope. 

"'fhis, I am sure, el'ery saint now in heaven will tell 
you hereafter, that our pride is our greatest enemy·. Nay, 
sometimes we attempt to bring it down furiously : and 
even this is a specimen of our pride. 

"The best, the surest way, therefore, is to look up to 
Jesus, and to cry to him, Help me, grant me that true 
po,·erty of spirit which I need. 

"I remember to have read the story of a pious man 
complaining of his unsettled mind. The old Christian, 
to whom he discovered his whole mind, answered him in 
the following manner: ' I perceive, Sir, that you do not 
pray.' The mourning Christian replied, 'Not pray? I 
fall on my knees oftentimes a day.' The old man said, 
'I <lo not doubt that: but still I say, you do not pray; I 
mean, you <lo not com·erse with God and your Redeemer 
so intimately, so freely, so often, as if you and lie were 
alone on earth. To con\'erse so with Goel, in the midst 
of all our business, we need not be always on our knees.' 

"In the same manner a friend once asked !\Jr. Francke 
( who built the famous Orphan House at Halle) how it 
came to pass, that he maintained so constant a peace of 
mind. l\Ir. Francke replied, 'By stirring up my mind a 
hundred times a <lay! Where1•er I am, whate\'er 1 <lo, I 
say, Illesse<l Jesus, have I truly a share in thy redemp­
tion 1 Are my sins forgiven? Am I guided by thy Spirit? 
Thine I am. Wash me again and again. Strr.ngthen 
me, &c. &c. By this constant converse with Jesus, I 
have enjoyed serenity of mind, and a settled peace in my 
soul.' 
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"Throw yourself upon Him, dear Sir, upou his mercy, 
atonement, grace, and Spirit. Do not lool< constantly 
upon your faults only. The sense of the love of God, 
and of Jesus, some true experience of ease, peace of 
mind, anc! a well-grounded hope of a blessed eternity : all 
this, in some degree enjoyed, will give you more strength 
to deny the world, and the lusts of it, to take up the cross, 
and to follow Christ, than all the thunders of the law. 
But as all this is not granted absolutely, but in the way of 
humble dependence upon God, therefore not ouly pray, 
but watch earnestly, that you may not lose hy dissipation, 
what you have obtained in the way of hegging. 

"Your whole letter is a clear evidence, that you hunger 
and thirst after righteousness; which hy nature you have 
not, but which is purchased for you by your atoning High 
Priest. The promise which is given to such is quite 
animating; viz. 'They shall be filled, and satisfied; they 
shall not be left in a painful hunger and thirst.' 

"This promise, be assured, Jesus will make good. It 
is, as if he said to you: You shall be filled. Wait hum­
bly his hour. Knock at his door confidently. Entreat 
him to fulfil his promise: do it again and again. You 
will soon fin<l that he is faithful ; and so, instead of la­
menting your dejected condition, you will rejoice in the 
God of your salvation. 

"Then the former experience of darkness, and uncom­
fortable hours, will he of great adl'antage. You will take 
care not to lose your roll, as i\l r. Ilunyan's pilgrim says. 

" I shall not wait for your answer; but now and then 
send you a line as I have leisure. 

"Prny for us. We shall remember you aud your 
family likewise. Peace be to you!" 

The venerable missionary probably fullilled his promise 
of occasionally writing to his eminent correspondent. The 
two letters which have been introduced are, however, all 
that remain; and after a few years, l\lr. -- returned to 
this country. As Swartz rightly concluded, the religious 
impressions which he had received, were deep and per­
manent, and productive of the fruits of a truly Christian 
course. These excellent men were personally strangers, 
having nc1·er met in l111l ia; anrl both ha1·e long since 
entered into rest: but in that higher world to which they 
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aspired upon earth, and to which the Saviour, whom they 
loved and sen-ed, surely conducted them, they have, 
doubtless, renewed and perfected their friendship, and are 
recounting, to adopt the language of one of them, " the 
wonders of mercy," by which they have been made par­
takers of "the joy of their Lord.'' 

To l\lrs. Chambers, Swartz next wrote as follows :-

"Tanjore, April 5, 178G. 

"Dear l\ladam,-Your kind letter I ha1·e received, and 
made a proper use of it, by acquainting l\Irs. Wood of the 
payment of a large sum. Ilere I have exerted myself 
much, by entreating the rajah to pay off the 12,000 pa­
godas which he owed to the late Colonel. Ilut though I 
do not despair, I find it very diflicult to get any thing from 
these people. 

"The account which you hai-e given me of yonr own 
condition has rejoiced me very much. No doubt, madam, 
all the world, its riches and pleasures, cannot satisfy the 
sinner, who feels his need of a perfect righteousness; and 
at the same time is fully conl'incecl that such an immense 
treasure is not to be found in himself. 

"How should we, therefore, rejoice at the comfortable 
decl:iration of the gospel-nay, invitation, to come and 
buy bread 'without money and without price.' Freely it 
has been purchased, freely o!fered, and freely girnn, in 
the way of repentance and faith in Jesus. Considering 
our owu hearts, and the "sinful workings of them, we must 
needs despair of getting proper food for our souls, if it 
depended upon our own works. But we know that not 
our works, but the work of Christ, that great and divine 
work of atonement, has purchased all needful blessings 
for us. 

"How happy arc you, madam, that, in conjunction 
with your dear husband, you ha1·e cll<Jsen Christ; that 
you look upon all things of the world as dross iu compar­
ison with the excellent knowledge of Jesus; that yon 
wish to win him as your treasure; for, havin~ him, you 
have God and his fa1•or-nay, eternal life. To be found 
in him at all times, in prosperity and ad\·ersity, in sickness 
and health, in life, death, and eternity-being in him, we 
are secured from all that can hurt us. 
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"Lel us, lhen, walch and pny, lhat this new disposition 
of mind may not be diminished or destroyed. 

'' i\lay God grant you both abundanl grace and strenglh 
to shine as lights in the midst of a perverse generation! 
God bless yon both ! 

"P. S.-Knowing that 1\lr. Chambers has a great deal 
to do, I do not insist upon his writin", thou"h he is always 
willing to do so. But be pleased to 

O 

tell him, that if the 
Oriental l\laga.zine contains any lhing useful, he may be 
so kind as lo send il to me ; if olherwise, I <lo not wish il." 

In his retrospect of the year 1786, Swarlz assures the 
Society for Promoting Chrislian Knowledge, lhat their 
labors in behalf of India had not been in vain. The 
missionaries and teachers of the natives al the rnrious 
stations had been preserved and prospered. lie partic• 
ularly notices the diligence and success of lhe pious 
catechisl, Sattianadcn, at Palamcotta, and speaks with· 
much pleasure of lhc soldiers in the garrison at Tanjore, 
who altendecl divine service both on Sundays aud at lhe 
weekly eve11ing lectures, which were freqnenle<l by great 
numbers. " To lhis," he says, " llrny are encouraged by 
the officers, who all confess that corporal punishments had 
ceased from the time th:it the regiment began to relish 
religious instruction." 

Peace had been restored to lndiJ. ; but the territory of 
Tanjore was stili in a deplorable condition. Tlic calam­
ities conseq1Hmt upon the unjust assumption of that prov­
ince by the nabob, in the year 1773, and the subsrquent 
devastation and ruin occasioned by the invasion of Hyder 
Ali, had reduced the rajah to great pecuniary distresses, 
and rendered the closing years of his reign a painful con­
trast to the gaiety and ~plenrlor of his youth. Debilitated 
by an incurable disease, and overwhelmed with ailliction 
by the premature loss of his son, his daughter, and his 
grandson, his only legitimate descendants, the unhappy 
Tuljajce, regardless of the cousolations of that divine 
religion which had been repeatedly displayed before him 
by his friend and adviser, Swartz, retired in hopeless des-, 
pondency to 1he recesses of his palace, from which he 
never afterwarrls emerged. Here, brooding o,·er his public 
embarrassments and his private sorrows, his former mild 
and benevolenl <li:;position appears to have Leen exchanged 
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for harshness, and indifference to the sufferings of his 
people. Avarice became his ruling passion ; and the 
collections from a country desolated by war and famine 
were barely adequate to supply his demands. At this 
period, the rajah lost his upright sirkeel, or prime minister, 
Buchenah, who was succeeded hy Baba, a man of noto­
riously oppressii-e and rapacious character. Instead of 
relieving the distresses which the people had long suffered, 
this unprincipled minister augmented them to an intol­
erable degree, partly for the purpose of replenishing the 
rajah's treasury, and partly for his own individual advan­
tage, hy a system of the most atrocious injustice, cruelty, 
and oppres,-ion. The people groaning under this bar­
barous misgovernment, and appealing to the rajah for 
redress in vain, at length abandoned their country, and 
fled iu crowds to the neighboring districts of Karical, 
Nagore, and Trichiuopoly, in the former of which, then 
possessed hy the French, they not only found a Eecure 
asylum, hut were received with the utmost hospitality and 
kindness. Several populous towns and villages were 
deserted, and whole districts, for want of laborers, lay 
waste and uncultivated. The number of useful inhabitants 
who thus emigrated was estimated at sixty-five thousand. 

Such was the melancholy state of Tanjore when 
Sir Archibald Campbell succeeded Lord Macartney as 
governor of l\Iadras, one of the earliest measures of whose 
administration was to open a communication with the 
rajah, informing him of the representation which had 
been made to the English go1·ernment, a11d e11treating him 
to dismiss his oppressive Dunn, nnd to appoint able and 
virtuous men to manage his affairs. 

The rajah was offended at this interference, and en­
deavored to excuse his own and his minister's conduct; 
but the at1e111pt was unavailing. The inhabitants of the 
southern and western districts declared their determination 
not to cultivate their lands until a change should take 
place in the administration of Tanjore. In consequence 
of this declaration, the government of Fort St. George 
resolved to take the temporary superintendence of Tan­
jore into their own hands; and for this purpose, in July 
1786, appointed a committee of inspection, consisting of 
the resident, l\Ir. Hudleston, the commandant of the 
garrison, Colonel Stewart, and the paymaster, l\Ir. Hip-

23 
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pisley, with very large powers, to watch over the altair!I 
and interests of Tanjore. 

With this committee Sir Archibald Campbell propose<l 
to unite l\Ir. Swartz; obser\'ing, "There are abundant 
proofs on recor<l of the zeal, ability, an<l services of the 
Rev. l\Ir. Swartz, whose accurate local knowledge, and 
facility in the country languages, an<l, above all, whose 
high estimation with the rajah, from an intercourse of 
thirty years, must render his assistance of essential con­
sequence on such occasions. 

" Ilis presence, if possible, should always be requested 
in the committee, in which he should have an honorary 
seat, and he should also be desired to interpret and 
translate whatever may be necessary, and to subjoin his 
signature to all such examinations and translations." 

Shortly after this important appointment, l\lr. Hudleston 
proposed to the governor that !\Jr. Swartz should not only 
have a seat, but a voice in the committee ; stating that he 
had exerted the political authority of his situation, " in 
conjunction only with that excellent man," and ad<ling, 
" It is, and will be as long as I live, my greatest pride, 
and most pleasing recollection, that from the moment of 
my entering 011 this responsible station, I have consulted 
with l\Ir. Swartz on every occasion, and taken no step of 
the least irYiportance without his previous concurrence and 
approbation ; nor has there been a <liffcrencc of sentiment 
between us in any one instance. Adverting only to the 
peculiar circumstances under which the committee begins 
its administration, and the prospect they present, you will, 
I am persuaded, sir, readily concei\'e of how serious a 
consideration it must be to me to have both the advice and 
effectnal support of Mr. Swartz in the adoption of that 
c@nduct which our concurrent jndgment may approve. 
Happy, indeed," continued the resident, himself no mean 
judge of moral and political merit, " happy would it be 
for this country, for the Company, and for the rajah himself, 
when his eyes sho11lcl he opened, if he possessed the whole 
authority, and were inve~ted with power to execute all the 
measures that liis wisdom and benevolence would suggest." 

In reply to this co111munication, the governor expressed 
his entire ncqniescence in the resident's sng~estion, and 
added, "Such is my opinion of l\Ir. Swartz's abilities and 
integrity, that I hare recommended to the board that he 
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5houl<l be arlmitted a member of the committee, without 
any reservation whatever ; and my confidence in him is 
such that I think many advantages may be derived there­
from." 

On being called to the committee as an honorary mem­
ber, ";\Jr. Swartz expressed his readiness to give his best 
opinion and advice, and to be aiding, 011 all occasions that 
<lid not inrnlve violent or coercive proceedings; which, 
however expedient they might be deemed in the estima­
tion of government or the committee, he considered, nel'er­
theless, as unbecoming the character of his mission. His 
most zealous en<learors, as they e1·er had been, so they 
were now, at the service of the Honorable Company, and 
happy he should esteem himself if he eoulcl be in the least 
instrumental in producing harmony between the rajah 
and the Company, and to see the poor inhabitants of this 
once flourishing country restored to the undisturbed pos­
session of the fruits of their labor." Having made this 
declaration, he took his seat in the committee. 

In pursuance of the suggestion alluded to by Sir Archi­
balcl Campbell, l\lr. Swartz requested an interview with 
the rajah, for the purpose of persuading him to accede to 
the expedient of adding his cow le to that of the Company, 
in order to remove the distrust of lhP. inhabitants, and to 
o!fer them such security for the redress of their griernnces, 
as would prevail on them to return to the cultivation of 
the co11ntrv. 

In reply· to this proposal, the rajah earnestly deprecated 
the compromise of his authority by any interference on 
the part of the committee of inspection ; assured l\lr. 
Swartz that he had actually afforded considerable relief 
to his pcopl!', am] that some had returned, to whom he 
had granted a supply of money and of seed for the culti­
vation of their land. 

These expedients, however, were very inadequate to 
the urgency of the case; and, in consPquence, one of the 
members of the committee of inspection strongly recom­
mended the adoption of some prompt and vigorous meas­
ures for the more effectual relief of the people, and 
particularly suggested frequent meetings of the committee, 
and a general survey of the country. To these proposals 
l\lr. Iludleston and l\Ir. S1Vartz were decideclly opposed, 
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upon the broad and generous ground of their unwilling­
ness to take any step which might unnecessarily irritate 
the rajah, or infringe upon those principles of justice by 
which the British government ought upon all occasions 
to be actuated, and upon that indepe111.lence which had 
been solemnly secured to the rajah on his restoration by 
Lord Pigot. 

Not to enter at length into the discussions of the com­
mittee upon this important subject, which were highly 
honorable to every member of it, it will be suflicient to 
obsene, that l\lr. Hippisley, in one of his minutes, attrib­
uted the reluctance of l\lr. Swartz to acquiesce in any 
coerciYe measures, to his sacred function, and to his 
personal friendship for the rajah, which he thought, to 
adopt his own expressions, "might revolt his mind against 
the sterner dictates of civil policy." From the undue 
influence of these motives, l\lr. Iludleston warmly vindi­
cated his friend and coadjutor, observing, that while he 
left it to l\1r. Swartz himself to expiain his own views, he 
could not admit the supposed imcompatibility of private 
friendship with the dictates of sound policy. 

It would be unjust to the character of this truly wise 
and benevolent man not to insert the greater part of his 
own minute upon this occasion. 

"I confess tlrnt my ~~cred function makes me wish 
(to speak in the mildest terms) that no coercive methods 
may be used against the rajah ; but surely that is not the 
only motive which makes me abhor force; nay, I men­
tioned in the committee one of a dilferent natnre. 

"The recollection of all that happened before the 
second siege,* the injustice of the nabob against the rajah, 
which was removed in a great measure by the restoration, 
and the assurances which were then made to him, gave 
him a full right to be treated with lenity. By such treat­
ment, which he may justly claim, his mind will not only 
be preserved in a state of tranquillity, but our neighbors 
will also observe the sacred regard ll'hich we pay to our 
solemn promises; which may be of greater importance, 
and ought of course to be of greater force, than the con­
sideration of utility. 

"My friendly intercourse with the rajah from his acces-

• Of Tanjorc in 1773. 
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sion, shall never bias me to be regardless of the injustice 
he has done to his oppressed people. This I have declared 
more than once, when I hnmbly entreated him to have 
mercy on his subjects; for which plain declaration I lost, 
in some degree, his good opinion. 

"But as the law threateneth the disobedient, it shows 
kindness to those who earnestly begin to follow its dictates. 

"This is the case of the rajah. Whether from good 
motives or mere fear, certain it is, he has sent to his 
people such terms as they never before were acquainted 
with. He has taken off taxes, which were laid on them 
in his father's time; he has charged his soubadars to 
publish them, and the inhabitants confess, that if he re• 
Iigiously keeps those promises, they shall be very happy. 

" As to the two articles of betel and salt, he will no 
doubt relieve his people rnry soon. 

"With respect to the uncultivated fields, we know for 
certain that many thousand acres lie barren. But this is 
owing to the small number of inhabitants, which no sur­
vey will multiply. 

"As to a proper survey made by an engineer, it has 
been made already by Colonel Ross, I\Iajor Stevens, 
Captain D. Good, and Captain Alexander lteat.l; whether 
they have only begun, or perfectly finished it, I cannot 
ascertain. Sure I am that it was undertaken, and I was 
on the spot with the above-mentioned gentlemen when 
they actually were surveying." 

The resnlt of the preceding discussion in the Com­
mittee of Inspection was the postponement of any coercive 
measures towards the rajah, and I\Ir. Swartz was left to 
try the effect of renewed applications of a friendly nature. 
Alarmed by his representations, and fearing lest, after all, 
the committee should take the management of the country 
into their hands, the rajah at length reluctantly announced 
his determination to do full justice to his people. Ren­
dered suspicious, however, by former experience, they 
distrusted his promises, and rejected his offers. The 
rajah then had recourse to the powerful inlluencc of 
Swartz himself, and requested him to assure them, in his 
own name, of his highness's protection ; and such was 
their confidence in his iutegrity, that se1·en thousand of 
the emigrants returned at once ; others soon followed; 

23• 
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and upon his reminding them that the best season for 
cultivating the land had nearly elapsed, they replied ; 
"As you have shown kindness to us, we intend to work 
night and day, to manifest our regard for you." The 
poor people, anticipating better days, exerted themselves 
with snch vigor, that the harvest was more abundant than 
that of the preceding year. 

The governor and council of l\ladras were so impressed 
with the value of .Mr. Swartz's services upon this impor­
tant occasion, that they resolved on granting him a salary 
of £100 per annum, as interpreter to the Company at 
'l'anjore, with a monthly allowance or twenty pagodas for 
a palankeen ; and the resident was desired, in communi­
ooting this resolution, to express '' the high sense which 
the board entertained of l\Ir. Swartz, and the satisfaction 
they derived from the hope that his zealous exertions in 
promoting the prosperity of the rajah of Tanjore and his 
country would be crowned with success." 

"l11 these transactions," says the excelle11t missiunarr, 
ever intent on the great object of his life, "I had the uest 
opportunities of conversing with the first inhabitants about 
their everlasting welfare. Many begin to be convinced of 
the folly of idolatry, and as we have a prospect of seeing 
this country better managed, that is, with more justice, it 
is to be hoped that it will have a good effect upon the 
people." 

He then notices the pro,·iucial schools, which were to 
be erected upon l\lr. Sullivan's plan; and after informing 
the Society that the school at Ramanadapuram was pro­
ceeding with tolerable success, he regrets that the external 
circumstances of the country did not seem favorable to 
the establishment of others. 

At the clo~e of this letter, Swartz took occasion to re­
quest the Society to receive his young friend l\lr. Kohlhoff 
into the numhcr of their missionaries, assuring them of 
his conviction that he would discharge the duties of that 
office with integrity; and conclucles by thanking them for 
the satisfaction with which he had read Dr. White's cele­
brated Ilampton Lectures, a copy of which had been sent 
to each of the missionaries, praying that God would be 
pleased to open the eyes of the nations, and that the pious 
encleavors or the Society might be blessed with abundant 
success. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Ordination of l\lr. J. C. Kohlhoff-Adoption of a son by the Rajah 
of Tanjorc-He requests l\lr. Swartz to uecome his guardian, and 
manager of the country during his minority-lie declines, and 
recommends :mother plan-The Rajah accedes to it-llis death­
Reference of the succession to Tan_jore, to the Governor General 
-Lord Cornwalliss directions-Sir Archiuald Campucll scls aside 
the adopted son, and places Amccr Sing on the throne-Advice 
of the Go1·crnor to the new Rajah-Committee of Inspection dis­
solved-Donation of Amcer Sing to the Tanjorc mission-Liueral 
support of provincial schools, by the Court of Directors-Qucslion 
respecting Castes-His conduct with reference to this suujecL­
Congreg.1.tion at Palamcotta-Lettcrs to l\Ir. Duffin-Arrival of 
l\lr. Jccnickc as a missionary at Tanjore-Swartz's character of 
him-Journey to l\Iadras-Lctters. 

THE commencement of the year li87 was marked by an 
event peculiarly interesting to Mr. Swartz. This was the 
ordination, according to the rites of the Lutheran church, 
of his young friend, l\Ir. John Caspar Kohlhoff. The 
ceremony was performed at Tranquebar on the 2~<l of 
January, '' one of the most solemn days," said the Danish 
brethren, "erer celebrated at that place." On that da}' 
their venerable senior, the Rev. John Balthasar Kohlhoff, 
kept the jubilee of his services as a missionary, and being 
compelled to retire from active labor, had the inexpressible 
pleasure of seeing his eldest son ordained in the mission 
church, and invested with the holy office of the priesthood. 
The several missionaries, both English and Danish, pro­
pounded to the candidate questions in divinity, which he 
answered to their great satisfaction, showing how well he 
had employed his youthful years under the tuition of l\Ir. 
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Swartz. The Danish gol'ernor, and all the European 
families of the settlement, together with a great number 
of native Chrislians and heathens, atlended the sen-ice, 
and a general awe was conspicuous, particularly during 
lhe ordination sermon, which .l\lr. Swartz preached, from 
2 Tim. ii. 1. "Thou therefore, my son, be slrong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus." After the ordination, the 
young minister entered the pulpil, and preache<l in Tamul 
with such graceful ease, that it was plea~ing to e,·ery one 
who understoo<l it. The missionaries expresse<l the great­
est hope of his continuing a faithrul sen·ant of Christ, 
and a great help to their brother Swartz in his uld age. 

Swartz thus wrote to l\lr. Chambers on a subject which, 
on various accounts, so deeply interested him. 

"Tanjorc, June 8, 1787. 

"l\Iy dear Friend,-Your long and most agreeable 
letter I receirn<l many months ago, and should have an­
swered it berore this, had not business and an indolent 
old age pre,·ented me: for now I must confess that I can­
not do business as in former days. Ilowever, I bless God 
that my proper business, viz., that of being a witness to 
him who died for me, is not a burden, but slill my delight 
and comfort. 

"Your most friendly letter contains many comfortable 
proofs of divine l'rol"idence watching ol'er you an1l your. 
welfare, which has rejoiced me much. 'The righteous 
shall see it and rejoice ; and all iniquity shall stop her 
mouth.' l\lay you and l\lrs. C. daily 'observe these 
things '-then shall you 'understand the loving-kindness 
of the Lord.' 

"As for me, I am also highly obliged to sing of the 
mercy of the Lord, though I am not worthy of the least of 
all his divine benefits. 

"You know thal I took the son of our venerable senior, 
Mr. Kohlhoff, under my care. From his younger years, 
I instructed him in Christianity, English, German, Greek, 
and some country languages. Having been ir)structe1l for 
several years, it pleased God to awaken him to a sense of 
his own sinfulness, and to raise in his mind a hunger and 
thirst after the righteousness of Jesus. lie then prayed, 
wept, and meditated; and, in short, he became a very 
agreeable companion to me. His improvement in know­
ledge I obsened with delight. 
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"I employed him gradually, so that he in a short time 
catechised in the E11glish and l\lalalrnr school. As I 
explained to him the Epistles of St. Paul, and read with 
him many of the best authors in English and German, I 
permitted him to preach before the i\lalabar congregation. 
Ily slow degrees he became a \'ery useful as~ista11t to me. 

"Feeling the infirmities of old age coming upon me, I 
represented his case to the Society, requested permission 
to put him into sacred orders, and to constitute him my 
successor. The Society consented to all, desiring that 
the ordination might be performed in the presence of all 
the missio11aries at the coast. Accordingly we went to 
Tranq11ehar. The young candidate was exami11ed by all, 
and publicly ordained. The Danish gO\•ernor, and the 
whole congregation, black and white, were assembled. 
,vhen kneeling at the altar, he had the peculiar and 
awful delight of seeing his aged father sitting near him.* 
I explained the words of St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 1, and so 
blessed him in the name of the Loni. Afterwards young 
l\fr. Kohlhoff mounted the pulpit, and preached. It is 
impossible to describe or explain what I felt on that day­
the most awful of all my days. Praise the Lord, 0 my 
soul!" 

During the absence of Swartz, at Tranquebar, on this 
interesting occasion, an event took place in the court of 
'l'anjore, in consequence of which he was unexpectedly, 
and most honorahl.v to himself, called to act a prominent 
part in the political affairs of the country. This, as it 
occupied much of his time and thoughts during the last 
ten years of his life, and is as yet but imperfectly under­
stood, it will be important fully to develop; more partic­
ularly for the purpose of showing, that while he continued 
to de,·ote his chief attention to his higher and more im­
mediate duties as a missionary, it proved the occasion of 
more eminently displaying not 011ly the integrity and 
disinterestedness, but the wisdom and ability, \\'hich dis­
tinguished his character. 

The event referred to, was the adoption of a son by the 

• That excellent man survived this interesting scene abont four 
years, having lived lo see his son diligently en!!agcd in the English 
mission, and the rest of his family, by the good providence of God, 
comfortably provided for. 
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rajah, as his successor in the kingdom of Tanjore. The 
domestic calamities of the unhappy Tuljajee have been 
already noticed; allll, acconling to the custom of his 
country, he was anxious lo select a child from one of the 
branches of his ancient house, to supply the failure of his 
own immediate descendants. 

In this important proceeding, the rajah, who, as it has 
been already remarked, was well acquainted with the 
civil and religious institutions of his country, was careful 
to observe all the ceremonies requisite to render it legal 
and valid. 

This solemn act he announced in the following letter, 
dated January 2G, 1787, to Sir Archibald Campuell, 
governor or l\Iadras, as translated by the l\lahratta inter­
preter. 

" It has been my wish for two or three years past to 
adopt a son ; but as I have had no opportunity of carrying 
it into execution, it has hitherto been delayed. Having 
now resolrnd to choose one out of my near relations, I 
have fixed upon the son of Shahajec (the son of Soubajee 
rajah, my near cousin by lineal descent,) who is ten years 
old, and proper in all respects. Accordingly, on the 2d 
of Rubbisanni, (2~d January,) in consequence of my 
wishes, I adopted and named him Serfojee rajah, with all 
the forms of our religion: this has afforded great relief to 
my mind. As your excellency is my friend and farnrer, 
I have written a letter to give you this pleasing informa­
tion. I am firmly couvincetl that whatever favor and 
protection I have received from the honoraule Company, 
and from your excellency, will hereafter be continued to 
my child Serfojee, without deviation. I anrl my country 
have no resource but in your excellency : I rely on you 
with the" greatest confidence. All other information will 
be communicated to your excellency. by my vakeel. 

"To a friend, why should I write more 1" 

A day or lll'o after despatching the preceding letter, the 
rajah sent for l\lr. Swartz, and, on his arrival, addressed 
him iu the following brief but emphatic manner. Point­
ing to his newly-adopted child, he said, "This is not my 
son, but yours: into your hand I deliver him." The 
pious missionary replied, "l\lay this child become a child 
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of God!" Here the rajah, being distressed by his cough, 
suddenly terminated the interview; b11t on the following 
day, feeling himself a little stronger, he again requested 
his attendance, and thus resumed the conversation : " I 
appoint you guardian to the child : I intend to give him 
over to your care;" or, literally, to put his hauds into 
yours. 

So unexpected and flattering a charge might have 
proved a temptation to a man of greater ambition and 
less disinterestedness than Swartz; but he immediately re­
plied," You know, rajah, that I have always been willing 
to serve you, as far as I could; but this, your last request, 
is beyond my power. You hav~ adopted this child, and 
you now leave him without a gu:i..rdian, without a support, 
like a garden without a fence. I am afraid that by so 
doing, you would not consult the happiness of the child, 
or the welfare of your country. You know there are 
competitors and parties in the palace, who a~pire to the 
government. Cabals and animosities will ensue more 
than you may think of. These will endanger the life of 
the boy, and inl"Oh·e the kingdom in confusion. As for 
me, I must disclaim all guardianship, for this reason : 
because, waiving all other considerations, it would be im­
possible for me to take care of him.* I may, perhaps, see 
him once or twice in a month, and may give him my best 
advice; but what poor guardianship would this he! You 
will be pleaser! to adopt some other pla11." The rajah 
asked, " \Vhat method do you propose?" Swartz an­
swered," Yo,u have a hrother,-delirer the child to him; 
charge him to educate and treat him as his own son, till 
he is grown up. Thus his health and life may be pre­
served, and the welfare of the country may be secured." 
To this suggestion, the rajah at first objected; but after­
wards said, "Well, I will consider all that yon harn 
urged!" "And so," adds the missionary," I left him." 

* It is evident, from his subsequent conduct, that this rejection of 
the guardianship of Serfogee related chiefly to the government of 
the country durin~ his minority, and not to that of his pnson and 
education; in which we shall soon find J\lr. Swartz interesting him­
self, and of which he was recognized by the l\ladras government as 
the guardian.-Aut/wr. 

Or rather, may it not be that subsequent events induced Swartz 
to believe, that the preservation of the young prince's !if~ required 
hun to accept the guardianship of his person /-/lm. Ed. 
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The objection thus nllucle<l to on the part of Tuljajec, 
was a <loubt as to the lcgiti111acy of his brother, who was, 
in facl, the son of a concubine, and with whom he had 
ne,·er been 011 frien<lly an<l cordial terms. Jn the course, 
however, of the erening after the prece<ling conrcrsation, 
the rajah's mother visite<l him, ancl earnestly interceded 
in uehalf of llama Swamey, afterwar<ls called Ameer 
Sing. This, combined with the adl'ice of Sll'arlz, cleter­
minecl Tuljajee to adopt the plan proposed. He accord­
ingly sent for his brother, delivered his a<loptecl ~011 into 
his hands, clesired him to be his guardian, an<l earnestly 
commen<le<l him to his care and alfection. Ile then 
orclerecl a dress for his brother, and requested him to be 
kind to all his old servants, and to continue them in their 
offices. The rajah's mother ancl the principal people of 
the palace were present at this interview, and expressed 
their joy and satisfaction ai the arrangement which had 
been made. 

The next morning the rajah, who was rapidly sinking, 
requestecl the atlen<lauce of the resiclent, i\lr. Iludleston, 
Colonel Stuart, the commander of the garrison, and 
Mr. Swartz. They were conducted to a small pavilion, 
near the apartment in which the rajah was lying, and 
were there introduced to his brother and his adopted son, 
who were Rilling together, surrounded by his principal 
servants. The dying prince then seut the following mes­
sage to them. After stating that, in compliance with the 
suggestions of l\lr. Swartz, he hacl appointed Ameer Sing 
to be the guarclian of the child, ancl regcut of the 
country, till he should be capable of succeeding to the 
throne, he expressed his desire that the honorahle Com­
pany woulcl consider these two persons as the nearest and 
dearest to him in the world, and would support them in 
the government of the country, according to their solemn 
promise to maintain him and his heirs on the throne, as 
long as the sun and the moon should endure. lie then 
said, that as he looked upon the resident and l\Ir. Swartz 
as faithful, he requested them to give him their assurance 
that they would communicate his wishes to government, 
and expressed his hope that the company would confirm 
this his last will, and continue to his brother and adopted 
son the same kinclness which they had shown to himself. 
Mr. Hudleston having promised to transmit a faithful 



THE REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 27T 

account of all that had passed, the rajah replied, "This 
assurance comforts me in my last hours!" 

Two days after the affecting scene just described, the 
rajah, Tuljajee, who, from the commencement of their 
intercourse, and amidst all his errors and irregularities, 
had treated Swartz with unvarying respect and kindness, 
expired. His obsequies appear to have been conducted 
with due pomp, but without any tumult. The body of 
the rajah was burned ; but no female was immolated on 
the funeral pile,-a circumstance of which Sir Archibald 
Campbell, much to his honor, at a period when the sub­
ject had excited but little attention, availed himself, to 
urge upon his successor the prohibition of a custom "dis­
tressing," as he justly obserred, "to the feelings of hu­
manity, and only serving to enrich the priest, by means 
of the jewels of the women who are thus cruelly and 
untimely sent out of the world." 

The Committee of Inspection, by order of the governor 
and council of l\ladras, took the necessary measures for 
preserving the tranquillity of the country. In conjunction 
with Ameer Sing, who was considered as regent during 
the minority of Serfojee, they were directed to maintain 
the government of Tanjore as administered by the late 
rajah, until further instructions should be received from 
the governor-general of Bengal ; and on the day following 
the funeral of the rajah, the military force which had 
been assembled, in order to prerent disturbance, was, 
at the s11g!:[estion of l\lr. Swartz, withdrawn from the 
vicinity o( the palace. 

In communicating to the Society for Promoting Chris­
tian Knowledge the preceding el'ents, he informed them, 
that Amcer Sing promised to be a father to the people, 
to alle\·iate their burdens, to inspect the state of the country, 
and not to lea\·e the whole administration to his servants. 
"He hopes," he added, "to be confirmed by the governor­
general, according to the last will of his brother. If so, 
certainly he will not hinder the progress of the Christian 
religion, but, at least externally, further it." 

On the death of Tuljajee, the nabob of the Carnatic 
took the opportunity of urging his claim to the govern­
ment of Tanjore; but this, having been maturely con­
sidered and declared invalid many years before, was at 
once rejected by Lord Cornwallis. The friends, however, 

2-i 
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of Ameer Sing \\'ere by no means contented that he 
should retain merely the character of regent, a11d gnardian 
to the adopted son of the late rajah, but appear to have 
made strong representations to Sir Archibald Campbell 
of the injustice of excluding him from the immediate 
successio11 to the throne. These being transmittetl to 
Lord Cornwallis, made a co11siderable impression npon 
his mind in favor of A meer Sing; but in a minute in 
council npon this subject, it is well observed, that, how­
ever contrary to our ideas of natural justice the disposition 
made by Tuljajee might be, still if it were conformable 
to the laws of the Ilindoos, and accorded ll'ith their 
opinions and prejudices, no arguments of this kind should 
prernil upon the governor-general to alter it. 

It was also insinuated, that at the time of the adoption 
of Serfojee by the late rnjah, his mind was so much 
weakened by di~ease, and influenced by some of those 
around him, that he could scarcely be considered com­
petent t{) the performance of so important an act. 

The~e representations induced Lord Cornwallis to send 
instructions to the gm·crnment of Madras, to inquire 
whether the pundits and principal people of Tanjore con­
sidered the ~uccession, under the circumstances of the 
adoption, and the rights of the brother, as conformable to 
the laws and religion of the Hindoos, or in any manner 
opposed to them. Supposing the reply to such an inquiry 
to be in the alfirmatire, the adopted son was to be con­
firmed in the succession, and to be supported by the 
Madras go\·ernment: if otherwise, Ameer Sing was to 
be r;ii~ed to the musnud, and to be equally supported by 
the British m1thority, If the case should appear doubtful, 
and n() sufficient test should be offered for the determina­
tion of the points in question, the governor-general stated 
that he should not hesitate, on the /!round of his superior 
natural rights, to decide in favor of Ameer Sing. It is 
imp()rtant t() ohserve, tlrnt in entering into this discussion, 
the Bcn!):al gow'rnmf'nt IJ;:d no interested motire, but was 
solely influenced by ;i de:;ire to prove that their proceed­
ings were regulated by strict justice, and an impartial 
regard to the right~ of the Hindoo princes. 

In pursuance of the~e instructions, Sir Archibald Camp­
bell proceeded in the month of April to Tanjore, and con­
vened twelve pundits, to whom certain questions concern-
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ing the adoption of Serfojee, and the right of Ameer 
Sing to the throne, were proposed. The members of the 
Committee of Inspection were requested to attend at their 
deliberations, and Jlr. Swartz to act as interpreter. 

Though there can be no doubt that Sir Archibald 
Campbell was sincerely desirous of ascertaining the truth, 
subsequent investigations and events clearly prore that 
sufiicient precaution was not u,erl to guard against the 
nndue inf1uence of Ameer Sing and his party, in biassing 
the minds of the pundits upon this occasion; and it unfor­
~unately happened, that though lllr. Swartz was fully 
competent to interpret their language, he was at that time 
not so intimately acquainted with the doctrine of the 
Shasters upon this particular s11hjcct, as to be able to 
detect the discordance of their opinions with the principles 
of Hindoo law and rcli2"ion. 

To the various questions proposed to them, the pundits 
unanimously replied, "that the adoption of Scrfojee was 
illegal and invalid, and the right of Ameer Sin~ to the 
throne, clear am! 11ndonbted." Jn consequence of this 
decision, Sir Archibald Campbell declared hi, resolution 
to set aside the adopted son, ancl to rai~e the brother of 
the late rajah to the throne of his ancestors. This deter­
mination i1•as immediately carried into efTect; and the 
ceremony of placing Ameer Sing on the musnud, by the 
governor of 1\Iadras, was accompanied with e1·ery mark 
of distinction and solemnity. AL the close of the speech 
which he aduressed to the new rajah upon this occasion, 
he expressed his confident expectation, that the adopted 
child, Serfojee, would be countenancecl, protected, and 
maintained in a suitable manner; with which intimation 
Ameer Sing promised the mQ,t faithful cornpliauce. A 
treaty was concluded between the Company and the 
rajah, who immediately assumed the gol'ernment of the 
country. 

Sir Archibald Campbell, at the same time, took the 
opportunity of earnestly recomme11rli11g to the rajah his 
serious attention to the state of the rercnue, and the 
administration of justice in Tanjorc. Upon both these 
important points, the governor ga1·e him the most friendly 
nnd excellent ad1·ice, and referred him to l\lr. Swartz, 
as the person best qualified to afford him counsel and 
assistance. 
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The Committee of Inspection was shortly afterward~ 
di!solved, by a letter from the governor and council of 
Madras, in which they expressed a high sense of the zeal, 
abilities, ancl exertions of its members, and a perfect 
approbation of their conduct, which was recorded on 
their proceedings, and would be reported· to the court of 
directors. 

On the elevation of Amecr Sing to the sovereignty of 
Tanjore, Mr. Swartz privately admonished l1im to fulfil 
the promise given to his subjects, to hear their complaints, 
and to restrain the injustice of his servants. 

It is not unworthy of notice, as one among many other 
instances of tl1c liberality of Mr. Swartz, that, in the year 
1782, in furtherance of the public service, he lent one 
thousand pagodas to the late rajah of Tanjore; which sum 
he now consented to receive, without interest, from the 
commissioners for adjusting the claims on the deceased 
rajah, at the accession of his brother. 

Not long afterwarcls l\lr. Swartz reported to the 1\1:i.dras 
govern111c11t, that about fifteen years prcrious to that date 
he had built a church at Vellorc for the instruction of the 
natives; that when the war ended, ancl peace was estab­
lished, four companies of his Majesty's 72d regiment were 
stationed in V cllore, who, having no proper quarters, used 
the church as barracks, and continued so to use them. 

He therefore requested that gol'ernment would either 
allow him a monthly gratuity, or buy the house for the 
company's use. 

The surveyor was directed to report on this building; 
in communication with whom, l\lr. Swartz agreed to 
accept three hundred pagodas as the purchase-money, 
which was paid to him accordingly, in full of all demands, 
and the building made over to the company. 

Though the conduct of Ameer Sing, as will hereafter 
appear, was, in many respect~, unsatisfactory, it is pleas­
ing to obscrl'e, that he took an early opportunity of fulfil­
ling the promise of his brother " before his death, by 
de)i\·ering to l\Ir. Swartz a writlen <locumcnt, scaled by 
himself aucl his chief ministers, in which he maclc au ap­
propriation for e,·er of a village, of the yearly income of 
about five hundred pagodas, (£:WO.) for the school, and 
more especially for Lhe orphans." The \•illage is situated 
on the confines of the district belonging to Tranquebar, 
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which Swartz preferred to one in the neighborhood of 
Tanjore, on account of the convenience of sending the 
children, in case of war, of which he was constantly ap­
prehensil'e, to a neutral territory. In a letter to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which con­
tained this pleasing information, he makes honorable 
mention of i\Ir. Hippisley, as having always shown himself 
willing to be sen·iceable to the mission. 

The plan of establishing provincial schools, proposed by 
l\Ir. Sullivan, of which some account has been already 
given,* will be in the recollection of the reader. Upon 
the return of that gentleman to Europe, he communicated 
it to the directors of the East India Company ; ancl it is 
due to that distingnished body to state, that they at once 
perceived the wisdom and utility of the suggestion, and 
with the most enlarcred views of the real welfare of the 
11atives of India, tl1ey determined on affording it their 
cordial and liberal support. The following is an extract 
of a letter from the court of directors to the governor and 
council of Fort St. George, upon this subject, dated Hith 
of February l i87. 

" The utility and importance of establishing a free an<l 
direct communication 1rith the natives, ha1•ing been sen­
sibly experienced during the late war in India; and their 
acquiring a knowledge of the English language being the 
most effectual means of accomplishing tliis desirable object, 
it is with great pleasure we learn from l\lr. John Sullivan, 
our late resident at Tanjore, that, seconded in his laudable 
undertaking by the zealous exertions of the Rei'. l\lr. 
Swartz, he had prevailed on the rajah of Tanjorc, and the 
rajahs of the great aud little l\larawar, Lo establish schools 
for teaching English at Tanjorc, Ramanadapuram, and 
Shcvagunga, the capitals of their respective countries; 
the two latter assigning three hundred pagodas each for 
the support of their two seminaries. These works of 
peace, l\lr. Sullivan informs us, have been interrupted by 
the calamities of war, and the funds assigned for their 
support 11ecessarily diverted to other purposes ; hut we 
hope they will revive with the restoration of tranquillity. 

" Highly approving of institutions calculated to establish 
mutual good faith, to enlighten the minds of the natives, 

•Seep. 240. 
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and to impress them with sentiments of esteem and respect 
for the Ilritish nation, by making them acquainted with 
the leading features of our government, so farnrable to 
the rights and happiness of mankind, \\'e have determined 
to evi11ce our desire of promoting their success, by con­
tributing tll'o hundred and fifty pagodas per annum towards 
the support of each of the schools aborn mentioned, and of 
any other school which may he opened for the same pur­
pose; and \\'e accordi11gly direct you to pay such schools 
refpectirnly the annual stipend of two hundred and fifty 
pagodas, flattering our~elves that our example will excite 
the native princes in alliance with us to similar and more 
extensive benefactions" 

It had often been objected, at this early period, as it still 
continues to be, to the success of the mis~ions in India, 
that few, if any, hut those of the lower castes, were ever 
converted to the Chri~ti.111 faith. Without referring to 
various considerations which might tend to abate our sur­
prise at this supposed f□ ilure among the higher cla~ses, it 
may he satisfactory to record the testimony of so compe• 
tent and unimpeachable a witness as Swartz upon this 
point. 

"Concerning the question about castes," he observes, 
" both at Tranquebar and here, our congregations consist 
of nearly an equal number of the higher and the lower." 
He then refers particularly to the difficulty which naturally 
arose as to the intercourse between natives of different 
castes, even after their conversion to that divine religion, 
which while it invariably recognizes the distinctions of 
rank in civil society, teaches that all are brethren, as the 
children of the same common father, and the disciples of 
the same meek and lowly Sa\'iour. "Here," he continues, 
" the men and women of lhe higher caste, sit on one side 
of the chnrch, and 011 the other, those of the lower. 

" I have carefully a1·oided all unnecessary restraint, and 
thus have met with fewer difficulties. El'en at the admin­
istration of the sacrament, sometimes one or other of the 
lower caste has first approached to receive it without pro• 
ducing any unpleasant sensation. Should you vi~i,. our 
church on a Sunday, }'Oil would observe with surprise the 
clean appearance of the lower caste, so that one might 
often take them for the l1igher. What renders them pecu-
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liarly obnoxious, is their practice of feeding upon <lead 
cattle. I hal'C always expressed the utmost abhorrence 
of such a custom, and positi,·ely declared that I woul<l not 
allow it, and accordingly I hardly know any instance of 
it here. The country priests an<l catechists generally 
belonrr to one of the higher castes. The catechist Gabriel 
is, indeed, of the lower; but notwithstanding this, he 
conn'!rses freely with people of a higher class, as he pays 
particular attention to cleanliness in his dress. In the in­
terior of the country, such intercourse is certainly not so 
easy. I was lately invited to the house of a heathen of 
the higher caste, when the pariar catechist came to me. 
I called to him, ' Stop; I will come to you ; ' the suttirer, 
that is, the people of the higher caste, ha Ye not yet learned 
to be humble: they are proud sinner~ yet-we must bear 
with them. This they were not willing to a<lmit, and 
accordingly showed kindness to the catechist. In another 
place, in the house of a heathen, many people assembled, 
whom I catechised and pra}·ed with, nu<l we e1·en ha<l 
divine service there on a Sunday. The master of the 
house sat down at my feet, listening with great attention. 
O ! that we could spend more time among them. Things 
would then soon assume a more promising appearance. 
We preach to high and low, that Jesus Christ is our 
wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification, and our re 
demption." ' 

The following anecdote affords another illustration of 
the easy and inoffensive manner in which l\lr. Swartz was 
accustome<l to endeaYor to Jessen the prejudices of caste.· 

He* was waiting one morning in the ante-chamber of 
the palace at Tanjore, for an interview with the rajah, 
when he was thus accosted by a brahmin, n ho was attend­
ing there for the same purpose. "~lr. Swartz, do you 
not think it a very bad thing to touch a pariar?" "0 
yes," replied the renerable missionar}, "a rnry bad 
thing." The brahmin, however, perceiving, by his man­
ner that more was meant than expressed, asked again, 
"But, l\lr. Swartz, what do you mean by a pariar 1" " I 
mean," the good man answered, "a thief, a liar, a slan­
derer, a drunkard, an adulterer, a proud man." "0 

• See the able and convincing reply of the Rev. Mr. Houo-h to 
the Abbe Dubois, p. 79. 

0 
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then," said the bra\1111in, l1astily interruptiug him, "we 
are all pariars." Thus was he made to percei,·e how in­
significa11t, in the missionary's opi11iou, was his boasted 
superiority over the pariar: while the lcssou was calculated 
to teach hi111 the 011ly distinction, in the sight of God, 
between one man and another. 

The judicious manner in which Swartz treated this 
difficull and delicate point, is another proof of his wise 
and just couception of the liberal and toleraut spirit of 
Christianity; and the happy consequeuce of his mild and 
forbearing conduct was, that the distinctions of caste 
among his co11,·erts were gradually disappearing, and 
would probahly, in time, have been entirely forgotten. 
The rash and iutolerant spirit, howerer, of some of his 
younger successors revived and exasperated the feelings 
of the native Christians upon these painful distinctions; 
nnd at the period when the mission was visited by Ilishop 
l\Iiddlctun, aud afterwards by Bishop Ilcber, an appeal was 
made to thelll upon this subject. Doth those eminent pre­
lates concurred in considering the feelings in question as 
partakiug more of a civil than a religious nature, and in 
recommending mutual forbearance aud kindness to the 
converts; and in enjoining on the missionaries a recur­
rence to the principles and practice of their admirable 
predecessor, Sll'artz, in allowing the disti11ctio11 of castes 
in church to co11ti1111e, provided that due care were taken 
to teach the congregations that they arc all naturally, and 
in the light of Christianity, equal.* 

Early in the year 1788, in a letter to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, Swartz notices the first 
payment of the liberal grant from the East India Company 
towards the support of the pro\'incial schools already es­
tablished, and his appropriation of it, as he had proposed, 
to the schoolmasters and the superintendents. "I desire," 
he adds, "nothing of it for myself; although I shall 
readily assist as l011g as I am able." He the11 rncntion! 
in the most satisfactory terms, the abilities, zeal, and in­
dustry of !\Jr. I. Kohllw!f, his new colleague in the mission. 
Respecting the congregation at Palamcotta, concerning 

• The whole suhj~ct is folly discussed in the Journal of Bishop 
Heber, vol. ii. p. 451, and in his L,fo, vol. ii. pp. 222, 3fJD.-/111tlwr. 

Ilishop W i!son is cxertin~ his authority to put an ~nd to the 
di11tinctions of caste in the nati vc churches of lndia.-.llm. Ed. 
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which inquiries had been made, he replied, that it con­
sisted of about one hundred and twenty persons, many of 
whom were inferior traders, some artificers, some farmers, 
and a few natire soldiers or sepoys, all having their re­
spectire employments, and none, as far as he knew, liviug 
upon the charity of others, much less of the church. The 
able and pious catechist Sattianaden, was proceeding ex­
cellently with the care of this interesting congregation. 
The English liturgy was translated, and used regularly 
before the sermon. The following 1·ery interesting letter 
occurs in this year, addressed to l\lr. and l\lrs. Duflin. 

"Tanjore, July 2, li88. 

" l\ly dear Friends,-1 am just come from taking my 
farewell of l\lrs. J. --. In all human probability I hal'e 
seen her for the last time. She has had her share of 
sorrow. l\lay we meet in a blessed eternity, where sin 
and sorrow can11ot amwi. u~ any more! As there is sin 
in us in this world, there 1s, ano muct nf r.nurse be sorrow. 
Nor have we any reason to complain of its being so, smce 
sorrow, if well managed, will produce excellent fruits. 
No man, unacquainted with grief, el'er came to a lively 
knowledge of himself and his corruption : and if so, how 
could he in earnest apply to Jesus the Redeemer, hunger­
ing and thirsting after his righteousness 1 Not knowing 
ourselves and our corruption, how can we fcrrently pray 
for pardon, or for the grace of the Iloly Spirit 1 In short, 
I believe e\'ery sincere Christian ll'ill confess with David 
-' Before I was affiicted I went astray ; but now I keep 
thy commandments.' If, then, sorrow and ailliction are 
our medicine, let us take from the hand of the Lord the 
cup of salvation, and call upon his name to make it effec­
tual to our amendment. 011 these and the like medita­
tions you both jointly with i\Ir. J-- will dwell, and 
comfort yoursell'es with the pro,pect of a better world. 
These are frequently my thoughts, particulnrly as I am so 
near my cud. I am not sick; I go through the course of 
my duties; but when alone, I groan a little, yet I hope 
without murmuring. 

" I intended to write a little more, but a sick man in 
the hospital sends for me, wishing to hear a ll'ord of com­
fort. Farewell, my dear friends. l\Iay the ~pirit of Jesus 
guide, strengthen, and preserve you in the place whither 
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Providence has sent you! If God be with you, none will 
he able to hurt you. Only take care to walk worthy of 
the gospel you profess. Glorify God and your Redeemer, 
even in that gay place to which you now belong. 

"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you! 
I am, till I sec you before the throne of God, your affec-
tionate friend, C. F. SWARTZ." 

In writing to one of the same excellent persons on the 
J 2th of November in this year, 1\1 r. Kohlhoff thus ex­
presses himself respecting him whom he calls his "hon­
ored god father: " 

"Mr Swartz has enjoyed a perfect state of good health 
by the mercy of God since I last wrote to you. Though 
now adva!1ccd in age, it is surprising how a gracious God 
enables hnn to go through a great deal of business. Our 
heavenly Father uses him ,.<111 as a blessed instrument 
not only for thP onlorgc,11Jent of his ki11gdnm. but for th~ 
promoting of the public good. At present there arc thirty­
five of the natil'cs instructed, who will soon be admitted 
into our church." 

A few days afterwards, Swartz experienced a most mer­
ciful preservation. He had risen before daylight, and sat 
down on a scat where a very claugerous serpent lay; but 
providentially it did not attack him. Its bite is so venom­
ous, that in general cleath ensues before any remedy can 
be applied. 

In the month of Octol.Jer in this year, the Rev. l\fr. 
Jrenicke, who had been recommended to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge by professor Schultz of 
Halle, as well 'lualifiecl for the important office of a mis­
sionary, arril'ecl at Tanjore. IIe was wisely directed to 
remain for a time with l\lr. Swartz, by whose admonitions 
and example it was the express wish of the Society that 
he should regulate his co1Jd11ct. 

Of the new mi,sionary, Swartz wrote early in the fol­
lowing year to the Society in terms of high approbation. 
He s0011 improved i11 the English language, so that he was 
able to read prayP-rs to the satisfaction of the congregation. 
In learning the Tanrnl language, l\Ir. Jmnicke found no 
difficulty. The New Testament he was ahle to read in 
the course of a few week~, and it was expected that he 
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would soon be prepared to pursue the work of a missionary 
in that language. " His talents," he obserrnd, " are ex-· 
cellent; but his heart, temper, and conduct, arc the 
principal qualities which recommend him lo the mission. 
l\Iay he become 'a burning and a shining light' to this 
idolatrous country!" k-:~-~~j 

Various reasons, putty relating to the concerns of the 
mission, and partly to some painful circumstances of a 
private nature, induced .l\Ir. Swartz in the month of De­
cember to visit l\ladras. He was absent from Tanjore 
about two mouths, during the greater part of which time 
he officiated at l\la<lras, preaching every Sunday in the 
English, Tamul, and Portuguese languages. From the 
mission station near this presidency, at the head of which 
l\Ir. Gerickc was now placed, he wrote to l\Ir. Chambers. 
The first part of his letter relates to the misconduct of an 
aged missio11ary, who had been intruste<l with large sums 
of money belonging chiefly to the families of deceased 
Europeans, which he had in various ways, but it may 
charitably be hoped without any dishonest intention, im­
providently lent, or unwarrantably emplo}·ed in pri1·ate 
speculations. With this distressing subject J\lr. Chambers 
was, in common with Swartz, officially concerned. Thus 
he writes, with true Christian benernlence and piety. 

"Vcpery1 Jan. 11, 178!J. 

"l\Iy dPar Friend,-1 will not attempt to apologize for 
my silence. I could not answer your questions, because 
Mr. F-- either would not, or could not, give me an 
accou11t of various points of his mal-administration. Poor 
F. lent to a Polygar a large sum, and the bond he mort­
gaged to ;\lr. --, whose executors rcta:n it as a security 
for money which F. owed to him. So l\lrs. W. and 
other widows and orphans hal'e lost their money. 

"That unhappy man lent another large sum to the 
nabob's son-in-law, part of which belongs to l\lrs. -­
•.nd the rest to other families. I have written to Sir Archi­
bald Campbell to plead the cause of the widow and the 
orphan, and to persuade the nabob to acknowledge the 
debt. The governor and his lady promised to befriend 
the poor ; but afterwards they sent me word that I might 
go to the nabob. I went to him this very morning; but 
heard nothing but compliments. His eldest son promised 
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to acquaint his father with my wishes; but these arc 
• verba, pr:ctereaque nihil.' I shall give a power of attor­
ney to Mr. Gerickc; for I am at a great di~tance, and 
cannot run to l\ladras. l\ly age and otlice will not permit 
me to spend so much time in vain. I hal"c felt the burthen 
of an executor. I ne\·er thought that it was so full of 
vexation and trouble; and after all, it is well if one be not 
censured. Whether you will appoint an attorney to act 
in your stead, I leave to your own judgment. 

"The money which the rajah of Tanjore owed to 
Colonel Wood is now put into the list of his pri1•ate debts. 
Whenever a dividend is paid to other creditors, 1\lrs. ,v. 
will receive her share; so that the executors will have no 
trouble but that of taking bills upon the clirectors. I have 
now done with this business, which has given me great 
trouble and uneasiness. 

"The poor old man F-- is at present in prison. 
One of his creditors keeps him there. I have visited him 
thrice. Think what I felt! 

"i\lr. Gerickc is directed to remain here. I entertain 
a pleasing hope, that things will from this time proceed 
better. I believe you know him. He is a sincere Chris­
tian-u Nathanael, in whom there is no guile. 

"I have been here abo\'e forty duys. To complain is, 
as you know, to no purpose. Ilut I am astonished that 
men should forget their latter end to such a degree. 
They cat and drink, and rise to play. I have asked many 
of them what they will think when all these things are 
taken from them-a dreadful eternity will, no doubt, be 
theirs. 

"Blessed, for ever blessed be God, who has awakened 
us to consider our last end, and rouseth us daily to be 
prepared for that awful erent ! May we he fou11d at all 
times in Christ! This was Paul's prayer, and I am 
certam 1t 1s yours. In Christ we shall be justified, and 
clothed with his righteousness, that we may appear before 
God in white garments. In him we shall obtain strength 
to die to the world, and to Ii,·c according to his will and 
his example. I II him we shall enter into the house and 
kingdom of hi~ Father. 

"Gracious God, prepare us for that unspeakable hap-
piness! • 

"God bless you and Mrs. Chambers, and yonr whole 
family. So wishes your sincere friend and servant." 
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On his return from l\Iadras, Mr. Swartz visited his 
brethren and fellow-laborers at Cuddalore and Tranquebar, 
preached to their congregations, and cheered them by his 
com·ersation, which, as they observed, " they always 
esteemed a blessing." 

The following extracts from letters written in the course 
of this year to his friend l\Irs. Duffin at l\l:idras, evince 
his animated and wakeful piety, and illustrate by the little 
details of familiar correspondence the peculiar sweetness 
and benernlencc of his character. 

"Tanjore, Feb. rn, 178!). 

"I arril'Cd here on the 7th instant, having had a Ycry 
pleasant journey. Illessed be God, who has preserved me 
during my absence from Tanjore ! So we go from place 
to place, till our pilgrimage be ended. God grant that at 
last \\'e may be able to say wi1h Paul, 'I ham finished my 
course, I hav_e kept the faith.' Let us watch and pray 
that nothing may interrupt us. How many impediments 
lie in our ll'ay ! But if we are strengthened by the Lord, 
all will be well. God bless you and all that a1e in your 
house, particularly l\Ir. D--. Tell -- to give her 
whole heart to Jesus; that though the body be weak, the 
spirit may be strengthened and prepared for the day of 
Chri&t. The grace of our Lord Jesus, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with all 
who take the cross of Christ upon them!" 

"Sept. 10. 

"Though I hal'e not written lo you these last few 
months, I have not forgotten you. No; I remember you 
and your family often, and wish that you may prosper in 
the way that leadcth unto life eternal. 

"Here we are under apprehension of being molested 
by Tippoo. He has collected an army at Dindegal. 
Colonel Stuart is ordered to form a camp at Warriore to 
be in readiness if Tippoo should commence ho~tilities. 
We are but ill prepared in respect of provision. And 
though we have suffered much formerly by our neglect, 
nothing will make us wiser. And as it is in that respect, 
so in other articles likewise. 

" But oh, if God were with us, we might be confident, 
trusting in his Almighty arm. But Him and his word we 

25 
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disregard shamefully, as if we needed him not. However, 
we are in his hands, to save or to chastise us. l\lay we 
seek and find mercy in and for Jesus' sake! 

"I hope you go on well in your female asylum, where 
l\Jr. Gerickc, as I understand, has the inspection. Ilut I 
cannot learn who has the management of the male asylum. 

"God bless you and us all! l\lay he be our light and 
salvation in all circumstances!" 

"Nov. 17. 
" Your last letter I should have answered much sooner, 

had I not waited for the arrival of the vessel on board of 
which you had sent a box for me, and two pieces of cloth 
for Mrs. K--. I showed your letter to her. She 
wished to get the cloth made up for her sons, whom she 
hoped to send to England. I believe she intends to con­
duct them to Madras next month. She wishes to live in 
your neighborhood, as she is anxious to be retired. With 
the gay world she has nothing to do. She is a prudent 
motlier, and her children are very agreeable, having been 
brought up in obedience to their parents, and in the fear 
of God. 

" Is the new couple in your house? Do they rejoice 
your heart by their conduct? I hope you and l\Ir. D-­
enjoy tolerable health; for, knowing your frequent 
ailments, I will not express it in stronger terms. I have 
suJTered a good deal from a wrench, though I know not 
when and where I got it. Ilowel'er, all is for our benefit. 
These things put us in mind of our departure, which we 
must expect, a11d for which we are to prepare. Oh, what 
an unspeakable happiness will it be, to be free from sin, 
pain, and sorrow, and to rejoice in the presence of God 
anc! all his children! There I hope I shall sing the 
praises of God a11d our Redeemer with you. Till then 
let ns ' fight the good fight of faith,' laying hold on eternal 
life, till we enjoy it. My best wishes to my dear friend, 
l\lr. D--, irnd all your household." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

l\lisgovcrnmcnt of Amcer Sing-Mr. Petrie sent to Tanjore-Com­
pla.int as to the rajah's treatment ofSerfojee-Mcasures consequent 
upon it-Result of them-Letter of Swartz to the governor of 
Madras-His letter to government in vindication of his conduct, 
in relation to Serfojee-Confidence of the governor and council 
of .l\Iadras in l\lr. Swartz. 

IT will now be necessary to re1·ert to the public affairs 
of Tanjore, and the conduct of the new rajah. It has 
been already stated, that, upon his accession to the throne, 
the government of Fort St. George addressed to him a 
letter of counsel and advice, particularly calling his atten­
tion to the state of the revenue, and to the administration 
of justice among his subjects. Notwith~tanding this 
frieudly admonition, it appears that, at the commencement 
of the year 178~, l\Ir. Swartz reported to the gornrument 
that Arneei· Sing was managing his affairs so injudiciously, 
that the very worst consequences were to be expected ; 
that he was alienating his lands in an extravagant aud 
improvident manner ; that he entirely neglected the ad­
ministration of justice ; and that, unless some means were 
adopted to check the profusion anrl folly of the rajah, and 
of his sirkeel, or manager, Shevarow, the most ruinous 
results were to be apprehended. 

Jn consequence of this communication, l\Ir. Petrie, 
one of the members of the l\lndras council, proceeded as 
commissioner to 'fanjore, and l\1r. Swartz was requested 
to render him the assistance which his knowledge and 
influence in the country would enable him to afford. 
l\lr. Petrie's first object, on his arrirnl, was to procure 
the dismissal of the obnoxious minister, Shevarow; but, 
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failing in this, he persuaded the rajah to associate with 
him two other respectable natives, as managers of the 
revenue, who should become responsible to the Company 
for the payment of the subsidy, for the more prudent 
administration of the affairs, and for tlie allotment of a 
just proportion of the produce to the inhabitants of the 
country. It was also agreed that l\Ir. Swartz should have 
the superintcudence of the court of justice, which, in 
E:onsequence of his repeated solicitations, the rajah had 
consented to establish at Tanjore ; that he should be 
made acquainted with the causes which came under tlie 
cogniza11ce of that court, and that a weekly report of its 
proceedings should be delivered to him, which he should 
remit to the British resident, whose powers were enlarged, 
to enable him effectually to secure these important ends. 

Hy these judicious arrangements, considerable advan­
tages were obtained, both in the more regular manage­
ment of the revenue, and in some slight appearance of a 
better administration of justice; but the~e improvements 
were only temporary, and were unhappily cou11teracted by 
the rajah, and his favorite, Shevarow. 

Besides his mal-administration of the affairs of govern­
ment, and his failure in the stipulated payments to the 
Company, another subject of complaint against Ameer 
Sing about this time arose, which cannot be better stated 
than in the following report from the resident to the 
government of Madras:-

" I lament the occasion which obliges me again to 
address you on the treatment shown by his excellency to 
Serfojee, the adopted heir of the late rajah. 

"Though my representations to you on this suhject 
have been no less frequent than forcible; an,1 though 
your aclmonitions, in consequence, to the rajah have been 
such as the situation of the boy demanded ; those admo­
nitions have not been attended with the clcsircd effect. 

'' In addition to the knowledge J\lr. Swartz and myself 
have of the boy's situation, tlie widows of the late rajah 
have stated the condition in which he is held, and have 
called upon me, as representative of the honorable Com­
pany here, to procure for him tl1at protection which has 
hitherto been refused him by the present rajah. 

"He remains still deprived not only of all education, 
but also of free air, exercise, an<l attendance. There 
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being no prospect of a farnrable change in his situation, 
humanity induces me to hope that some effectual mode of 
interposition may suggest itself to you, by which the boy 
may receive the protection he so well merits from the 
justice of the honorable Company. 

"I beg lea1·e to add, that the Rev. l\lr. Swartz (whom 
Tuljajee, on his death-bed, appointed guardian to Serfojee) 
might, with propriety, be con5tituted the judge of his con­
dition ; and while !te approved of the treatment shown by 
his excellency, the child ,rnuld be secure of ernry pro­
tection the honorable Company could desire lo obtain 
for him." 

On this communication, the following minute was 
recorded. 

"The board approve the suggestion of l\lr. l\lacleod 
respecting the appointing the llev. i\Ir. Swartz guardian 
to the adopted son of the late rajah of Tanjore; and it is 
accordingly agreed that a copy of the foregoing letter be 
sent lo l\lr. Petrie, and that he be desired to pay every 
attention to the subject contained in it." 

In consequence of this recognition of l\lr. Swartz, as 
guardian of the adopted son or the late rajah, he liad 
access to him from time to time, aud acquainted the resi­
dent with his state; who, in a letter to the government 
secretary, dated 12th of August, 1789, reported it as 
follows:-

" You will be pleased to acquaint the honorable the 
President aud Council, that on the 8th inst. l\lr. Swartz 
and myself had an interview with the adopted son of the 
late rajah. Ile appeared to be in good health, though a 
gloom hung upon his countenance. His place of con­
finement is spacious, though I believe he is never permit­
ted to come ont of it. He told us, upon inquiry, that he 
had no masters gil·en him to instruct him, complained 
of his confinement, and wished to go to the house of his 
mother,-so he calls the widow of the late rajah. 

" I had before told Shevarow, that at least he should 
be permitted to have the exercise of riding within the 
walls of the palace. Shevarow's answer was, that he had 
repeatedly, but in vain, recommended it to the rajah. 

25 * 
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But it is much to be doubted whether he would say any 
thing so much against the rajah's inclinations." 

On the receipt of this letter the governor addressed 
one to the rajah, which contained the following paragraph; 
and the resident was di1ected to observe: the treatment of 
Serfojee. 

"I ham been informed that the adopted son of the late 
rajah is kept by your excellency under close confinement, 
and deprived of the means of au education suitable to his 
rank and condition. This I think proper to mention to 
your excellency, not doubting that you will order him to 
be set at liberty, and allow him free access to his adopted 
mother, and the other branches of his family; that proper 
care may be taken of his education, and that his health 
may not suffer by confinement. 

"To a friend, what can I say more 1" 

In September l'ib0, the re5ident presented the go\·­
ernor's letter to the rajah, at an inteniew, of which he 
made the following report to the go\'ernment. 

"His excellency appeared to be much moved with what 
I said respecting the treatment due to the adopted son 
of the late rajah, which he considered as an interference 
in his domestic arrangements. He afllrmed that the boy 
had proper clothes, food, and medical assistance, when 
he wanted it, and was better treated by his excellency 
than he himself had been by his brother, the late rajah. 
Nevertheless, that the English had not interfered with the 
late rajah, to alleviate his confinement ; that the boy harl 
a schoolmaster, but was of an obstinate disposition, and 
disinclined to learn. Aud here he produced a man, whom 
he called a schoolmaster, who confirmed his account. But 
as this was in the presence of the rajah and Shevarow, 
no great dependence can be placed on his report." 

On the 25th of September, the governor of l\ladras 
wrote the following lelter to the rajah. 

"To his excellency, the rajah of Tanjore. 
" Many complaints haviug been made to me that Serfo­

jee, the adopted son of the late rajah, is not only treated 
with much severity, but that his education is totally 
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neglected ; which being contrary to those liheral senti­
ments of equity and justice which the honorablc Company 
arc crnr desirous to promote and inculcate, I ha\'e been 
induced to intercede in his behalf. Your excellency will 
be pleased to allow him to occupy a separate dwelling, 
contiguous to that of his adopted mother, the widow of the 
late rajah, free from el"ery restraint of his per,;on; as it is 
proper that he should be permitted to see his adopted 
mother, and to 1·isit or receil"c 1·isits fro111 his other rela­
tions, without a11y obstruction or hindcrance, whenc,·er he 
thinks proper. I hal'e accordingly directell that he shall 
be allowed a small guard of Company's sepoys to attend 
on his person; and I most earnestly recomme11d it to your 
excellency to treat him with kind11ess, and to discourage 
every species of oppression towards him or the wi<lo11"s of 
the late rajah, either in their persons or property. 

" Tu a friend, what can I say more?" 

On the 5th of October, the resident ad1·i5erJ the go1·­
ernment that he had endea\"Qred to obtain a11 i111en iew 
with the rajah, for the purpose of presenting the above 
letter, which the rajah had evaded on the pica of sickness; 
that on Sunday i\l r. Swartz declined to act as i11terpretcr; 
and that on the following day the rajah agni11 decli11ed to 
grant an audience, on the pica of illness. The presenta­
tion of the letter was therefore deferred; but the reside11t 
proposed, under all the circumstances of the case, that a 
house which was next door to that of Serfojee's mother 
should be fitted up, and that he should be rcmo,·e<l from 
the palace, and placed i11 that house. Tlw gol"ernmcnt 
11pproved this proposal, and directed that it should be 
immediately carried into etTcct. 

Of the suhsequcnt proceedings, the following report was 
transmitted to the J\Iadras go,·ernment a few days after­
wards, by l\lr. Ram, who had succeedell fllr. Macleod, as 
resident at Tanjore. 

" Having obtained an interview with the rajah, I found 
Shevarow present as usual. I stated that I was informed 
it was by his counsel that Serfojee was continued in con­
finement, notwithstanding the repeated admonitions of 
government, and the positirn promise of his excellency to 
l\lr. Petrie, that he should be released in eight months; 
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that I now came to delil'er a more explicit order upon that 
head ; a compliance with which I must earnestly recom­
mend to his excellency, not only as the mandate of this 
presidency, but as the earnest wish of the English in gen­
eral ; for that Sir Archibald Campbell, having set aside 
the adoption of Serfojee, in fa,·or of his excellency's better 
title to the musnud of his late brother, the English must, 
in consequence, consider themselves a8 in honor hound to 
protect him from every degree of oppression. 

"The rajah acknowle<lged his promise to l\Ir. Petrie, 
and affirmed that it had been his design to find out a suit­
able match for Serfojec, that he might be married at the 
same time with his own son-in-law, after which, he allowed 
the present restraint would be improper, but was now 
agreeable to their customs ; that the mother of the boy 
(by adoption) had herself objected to a match proposed by 
him, on the plea that the parties were too young, which 
had prevented his carrying his intentions into effect, as 
he had proposed lo l\Ir. Petric; that, however, in six 
months more he would, without fail, accomplish them; 
that in the mean time it would be highly repugnant to 
their customs for a Jouth of Serfojee's age to ,·isit the 
apartment of the widow of the late rajah ; that if I doubted 
any part of what he now affirmed, I might, if I thought 
proper, have an opportunity of conversing with the widow, 
she heing concealed from my sight. To this I replied, 
that I could never conceive it agreeable to their customs 
to confine their children in a place where they could not 
have the free benefits of light and air; that, therefore, it 
was highly necessary that Serfojee should be placed in 
the house mentioned in the honorable president's letter, 
which I understood had been built by the late rnjah pur­
posely for his accommodations; that if his visiting the 
widows of the late rajah was repugnant to their customs, 
I could not suppose those ladies would suffer it; and 
without their permission it would he impossible for him to 
see them. 

"The conference running to a great length, the rajah 
requested I would excuse him for the present, but allo1v 
Mr. Swartz to come to the palace the next day; by which 
time, having considered what I had sai,1, he would com­
municate his sentiments to him. To this I readily con­
sented, imagining that a less embarrnssetl communication 
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of sentiments, which would take place when l\lr. Swartz 
only was present, would be more likely to prevail on the 
rajah to comply with the sentiments of the honoralile pres­
ident, and placing the utmost confidence in the good mis­
sionary's discretion and zeal for the service. Yesterday 
evening the conference took place ; and the following is 
i\Ir. Swartz's communication of it to me, immediately after 
his return from the palace. 

" The rajah began, of his own accord, on the subject 
of Serfojee, and gave the strongest assurance5 that in a 
very short time he would so act as to give entire satisfac­
tion ; and that we being on the spot, should be witnesses 
and judges of it. l\lr. Swartz then obserrnd that it must 
be by releasing Serfojee from the present dark and dismal 
place of his confinement, to which the rajah assented, but 
declined being more particular, repeating his assurances 
that he was certain we should be satisfied with his con­
duct. With respect to Shernrow, he aflirmed that he had 
been calumniated, and hoped that he would be able to 
clear himself to my satisfaction. I had gil'en a short 
memorandum to l\lr. Swartz, of the points 1 wished to be 
satisfied on-one of which was, to obtain information re­
specting a late grant from the rajah of a considerable 
district to his son-in-law; on the impropriety of which, at 
a time when he could not pay his ki"ts (instalments) to 
the Company, I desired him to remark. The rajah ad­
mitted that he had made such a grant, but defended it on 
the ground that a similar provision had been allowed for 
the s011-i11-law of the late rajah. 

"Notwithstauding that Mr. Swartz appeared to place 
some confidence in the a lio1·e assurances of the rajah r~ 
specting Serfojee, l must own they appear to me rather 
evasirn, and calculated to gain time; but of that the 
honoraule board will be more capable of judging." 

About a week after the preceding communication, the 
resident receired an order from the gornrnor of J\I adras to 
remove Serfojee from the immediate control of the rajah; 
of his execution of which the following is his official report. 

" I shall proceed to relate the steps hy which the situa­
tion of Serfojee has been so considerably altered for the 
better. The letter of l\lr. Chamier of the Hith, arrived 
about noon, on the 20th. I requested an interview with 
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his excellency for the day following, which being granted, 
I repaired to the palace, accompanied by Colonel Stuart 
and l\lr. Swartz. lla.l'iug desired that Serfojee mi~ht be 
brought into our presence, which was with some difficulty 
complied with, (the rajah apprehending that he might 
charge him with neglect of his education to his face,) I 
took the youth by the ha.nd, a.nd having declared your 
orders that he should be removed from the palace, I was 
proceeding to conduct him out, but was prevented by the 
violent agitation of the rajah, who took hold of my other 
hand, and of my clothes, conjuring me uot to disgrace 
him so much in the sight of his people. I endeavored to 
make his excellency comprehend that the step I was 
taking was for his own reputation, which suffered by the 
treatment hitherto observed towards Scrfojec. It would 
be needless to repeat all that passed during a. couple of 
hours. The rajah at length finding me resolved, either to 
take the hoy out of the palace, or to place him under the 
protection of the Company's sepoys within, after affirming 
that the proper house could not be prepared for him under 
seven, then three days, and a.t last by the next day, most 
solemnly promised that it should be done; upon which I 
retired, leaving Serfojce under the protection of l\1r. 
Swartz, near to whom it was settled he should sleep for 
that night. 

"The next morning he, for the first time since his con­
finement, saw the sun ! Iletwecn eight and nine I r.e­
turned to the palace, and about eleven we were joined by 
Colonel Stuart; about one, having notice that the house 
was nearly cleaned out, and Serfojee's furniture removed 
there, with the rajah's consent, who did not appear, I 
conducted him to it, and placed a guard of twell'e sepoys 
of the 23d over him. I have ordered a. proper person, 
recommended by l\lr. Swartz, a l\lahratta Brahmin, named 
Dadarow, to attend to his education, which has been en­
tirely neglected, he not being acquainted even with the 
alphabet. The person before mentioned has likewise 
been instructed lo prevent such discourse being held in 
his presence as might tend to put amhitious thoughts into 
his head, upon his present enlargement. Serfojee express­
ed his gratitude for the favor shown him, and was desired 
by me to send his ncknowledgments to the rajah for his 
ready compliance with your orders. The admitting of 
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sepoys to this part of the palace was long disputed. On 
the evening of the 21st, the rajah requested that my peons 
might be stationed in lieu of them ; but this appearing to 
me as very insufficient security, I persisted in my first 
position, and having sent for the sepoys the next day, no 
further objection was made. 

"l\Ir. Swartz was of opinion that after what had passed, 
Serfojee ought to have his provisions furnished by the 
rajah's widows, to which his excellency has made no kind 
of objection. Indeed I understand that having been 
taken under the protection of the Company, his food may 
be provided by any one he chooses. 

"l\lr. Swartz is likewise of opinion that a discontinu­
ance of the guard woultl be attended with some risk to 
the person of Serfojee. 

" The house in which he now is, has been somewhat 
encumbered by buildings since the time of the late rajah. 
It is, however, pleasantly situated, and has a small garden 
adjoining. 

" I ha1·e great hopes that the enlargement of the boy 
being thus effected, will remove the improper inHuence 
which Shevarow had obtained over the rajah, by persuad­
ing him that whilst his excellency adhered to his coum;els, 
the release of Serfojee would nercr be elTected." 

In the month of February, liOO, the -resident, in an­
nouncing to the go1·ernor in council at Fort St. George, 
the arrintl of despatches from the Con rt or Director~, very 
farorable to the interests of the rajah of Tanjore, sub­
mitted to the board, whether it might not be proper to 
take that opportunity of urging upon his excellency the 
performance of his promise to Sir Archibald Campbell, to 
reform the administration of justii::e, hut which had been 
entirely forgotten or neglected since hi:; inauguration. 

"The good l\Ir. Swartz;" the residc11t obsenes, "hav­
ing frc!]ucntly lamented the mischief:; which arc daily 
happening for want of a regular system of justice, (with 
that knowledge which his long ac(]naintance with the lan­
guage and manners of the country has gil'en him,) has 
favored me with his thoughts upon that important subject, 
which I have the honor to inclosc. The want of such 
regulations are daily before my e}·es. Any man in the 
Tanjore country (who has the power) ties up and tortures 
whomsoever he pleases, on the most fril'olous pretences." 
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Of these acts of oppression and injustice, the re~ident 
then mentions some gross iustances, which clearly proved 
the inability of the rajah himself, under the present corrupt 
system, to restrain and punish such atrocities. The letter 
from l\lr. Swartz to the go\'Crnor in council, referred to 
by the resident, is as follows:-

" Hon. Sir, and Gentlemen,-Permit me hnmbly to 
address you, in behalf of this coumry, of which you are 
constituted guardians and defenders, and in whose pros­
perity or distress you ~re concerned. 

"Every government is to be supported by a rational 
administration of justice, without which both king and 
subjects cannot prosper. This proposition needs no proof, 
being self-evident. All nations confirm it, at least in 
theory; experience, nay all history, gives us the strongest 
proof, that a country without justice is a ruined country. 

"When, some years ago, the spirit of despotic cruelty 
drove the people to despair, the late rajah promised to 
alleviate the burthens of his people, and lo introduce a 
better administration of justice. And as the people, so 
often deceived and oppressed, entertnined strong doubts 
of the truth of this noble and exhilarating promise, he 
empowere<l me to publish it in writing, and to become 
responsible for the accomplishment of it. The people 
rejoiced, return.ed from their emigration to their own 
country, set abont the cultivation with a wonderful ardor, 
though it wns rery late in the season, so that many were 
afraid of a famine ; aud by their cheerful exertions, were 
blessed with a very rich crop. 

"The late rajah soon after this died. Bef<>re his suc­
cessor was seated 011 the throne, I entreated Sir Archibald 
Campbell to benefit the country by introducin~ a better 
administration of justice. Fully couvinced of the pro­
priety of my request, he 1lesired me to drnw up a plan by 
which this might be accomplished according to the laws 
of the H indoos. 

"1 obeyed this command with all possible cheerfulness, 
representing to myself the beneficial etfects which the 
country would from hence experience. Ilut on one point 
I entertained an opinion which ditfered from Sir Archibald 
Campbell's sentiments. He, out of delicacy, thought it 
proper to let the present rajah have the honor of establi~h-
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ing such a court of judicature. I represented to him that 
without derogating from the good will of the rajah, so 
many ill-disposed people would surround him, and hinder 
an institution, beneficial indeed to the country, but 
diametrically opposite to their self-interested views, that 
the whole plan would be soon laid aside. On the other 
hand, if, during the interregnum, snch a court of justice 
should be estahlishe<l, and by the English government 
protected and encouraged, as might easily be done, it 
would succeed and prosper. But Sir A. Campbell thought 
otherwise. The plan was recommended to the rajah 
after he was seated on the throne, but was soon strongly 
opposed at the instigation of his servants. 

"A faint show, indeed, was made. A small house was 
appointed, where four judges should hear causes. It was 
at fir~t open, but soon a cross wall was built, so that none 
could observe the proceedings. 

"One or two of the judges had a laudable desire to act 
impartially; but their good intentions were frustrated by 
the servants of the rajah. The judges were obliged to 
wait for leave to hear a law-suit. When they had got 
permission, and har<lly had beguo to inquire into the 
business, they frequently were interrupted by messages 
from the rajah's serva11ts. They were desired not to go 
on. Particularly those dubashes who had le11t money to 
the rajah, acted as masters. They had the power of con­
fining and punishing people, and whoever was supported 
by them, let his cause be never so unjust, came off victo­
rious-of all which unjust proceedings, whole volumes 
might be written. If an inquiry should be set 011 foot, many 
instances would fully prove the total want of justice in this 
country. One man was supported by Chinnia l\loodely, 
(a powerful money-lender.) The injustice of his inter­
fering was so glaring to the judges, to the rajah and his 
minister, that Shevarow said, ' What can I do when 
Chinnia intercedes for the unjust party 1' Another inhab­
itant was prosecuted by Chinnia; he retired with many 
others to Karikal, but got the rajah's cowl, at l\Ir. Ram's 
request, to come and speak for himself. He came, was 
acquitted, and went home. Chinnia hearing this at 
Madras, sent a letter ordering that person to be confined 
and beaten, and even now he is still under confinement. 
The sirkeel promised to release him, but being afraid of 

26 
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Chinnia's resentment, did not think it proper to accomplish 
his promise. 

"The judges feeling their own want of power, entreated 
the rajah to permit them to retire, because their endeavors 
to do justice became totally useless. 

"This being the injurious method of acting, the inhab­
itants became clisheartened and unwilling to go on vig­
orously in the cuhivation. Last year many promises 
were made to them, but never fulfilled. Tho~e givt>n by 
the late rajah before his decease, are totally disregarded. 
Before the inhabitants reap, they are obliged to pay a part 
of their tribute ; having no money, they go to the rapacious 
du bashes to borrow at exorbitant interest; not being able 
to pay it, that is aclded to the original sum, and a new 
premium is often charged. When l\lr. Petrie was here, 
an order was issued that none should pay more than 
twelve per cent. per annum, but soon disregarded. No 
country, though the most fertile, is able to bear such 
oppressions. 

" And as no relief is to be expected from hence, it 
would be the highest benefit which government could 
bestow on this oppressed country, if, without lessening the 
authority of the rajah, it should privately insist upon the 
introduction of justice in a regular manner, before the 
alleviation made by the honorable Company was published. 
It would then rejoice the rojah, and the inhabitants, if 
both points, viz. the kindness of the honorable Company 
to the rajah, and his kindness in establishing a court of 
justice, were published at the same time. 

" As the late rajah appointed me guardian to Serfojee, 
the young boy whom he adopted, and as government con­
firmed it by enjoining me to watch 01'er his welfare, I take 
the liberty to entreat the houorable board to settle his 
establishment. The first act done by taking him out of 
the miserable situation in which he was, is very great. To 
procure to him a suitable settlement will complete his 
temporal happiness. The raj~h does not seem to be \"ery 
willing to do that business of his own accord. 

"Haviug nothing in view but the happiness of the rajah 
and his country, and the honor of the Company, both 
which would undoubtedly be promoted by a regular and 
impartial administration of j11stice, I hope that the hon­
oraule board will not disapprove of this my liberty which 
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I have humbly taken of addressing them. Being in the 
country, under the protection of the English gorernment, 
I wish and pray for their welfare. And lest this my ad­
dress might appear as a clandestine uusiness, I ha\'e sent 
it by l\lr. Ram, our rnsident here. 

" I am, with profound respect, &c. &c." 

In the month of June, the go1·ernment of Fort St. 
George was informed, that Chinriia ~loodcly was, by his 
agents, oppressing the in hauitants of a district in Tanjore 
to such an extent, as would speedily lead to its depopula­
tion. 

l\lr. Swartz was, in consequence, desired to ascertain 
the facts. lie accordingly sent a confidential hircarrah, 
who reported that the principal iuilabitants hail left the 
place, and were gone iuto the nabob's country; that 
Chinnia l\Joodely had recalled a polygar, who had been 
expelled by llaba for robberies; and that this man had 
ueen again let loose on the district, and was committing 
depredations on the inhabitants; that a Portuguese, with 
an armed force, had been employed in the work of op­
pression; that there was then no sign of cultivation, and 
that the banks and water-courses were out of repair. 

In the following month, the rajah was reported to be in 
ill-health, and admitted no person to his presence, except 
l\lr. Swartz, who obtained an audience, and deli,·ered to 
him a letter, which had been written to him by the gov­
ernment, complaining of the mal-administration of the 
rajah's servants, and calling for the pn.yment of his kists; 
which latter were, after some discussion, paid in part. It 
was at this time propcsed to the rajah, with a view to the 
reform of his administration, and the peace of the country, 
to place the collection of the revenue in the hands of the 
East India Company. 

In Augnst Ii!JO, in consequence of the conduct of 
l\lr. Swartz in the recorery of Serfojee fro111 the oppressi1·e 
custody of the rajah having been the subject of animad­
version, he laid before the gornrnment a narrative of the 
proceedings respecting that important measure; and 
though they have been previously detailed, some circum­
stances relative to the situation of the young prince, and 
to his own interference in his behalf, are added in his 
letter to l\lr. Chamier, on this occasion, which deserve to 
be rocordcd. 
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After relating the l1istory of the rajah Tuljajee's adoption 
of a son, his request to him to be his guardian, his advice 
to the rajah to appoint his brother, his a·cce~sion to the 
throne, on the setting aside of Serfojee, and the complaints 
of Ameer Sing's severe treatment of him, l\lr. Swartz 
thus proceeds:-

" An order having come from go1·ernment to l\1 r. l\Ia. 
cleod, and I think to Colonel Stuart, to i11quire iuto the 
treatment which the boy had met with, both gentlemen 
sent me to the palace to see him; whom I found in a dark 
room, a lamp burning at his si<le, an<l no fresh air could 
reach it. When I saw him thus, I felt a grief which I 
can hardly express. With amiable simplicity, he asked 
me whether tl1e children in Europe were <lepril'ed of see­
ing the suu and the moon. I comforted him. I then 
inquired whether he had any master to teach him reading 
and writing. Shevarow, who was present, said imme• 
diately, 'Yes, yes, he has a man to teach him!' I asked 
the boy; who replied, in the presence of Shernrow, 'I 
have none to teach me; therefore I do not know oue 
letter.' 

"Government ordered me frequently to visit him, and 
to inquire how he was kept. But I have not been able to 
do so above five or six times; because I could not get 
permission. 

" For two years, I entreated the rajah, privately, and 
often in the presence of Shevarow, to show kindness to 
the innocent boy ; to give him a room where there was a 
circulation of air ; not to be jealous of him; assuring him 
that he could do him no harm; that if he would show 
some kindness to him, and let him sometimes enjoy fresh 
air, all complaints would cease." 

Mr. Swartz then mentions the ineffectual admonition of 
Sir Archibald Campbell to the rajah, and his own repeated 
entreaties upon this subject; and finally details the pro• 
ceedings consequent upon the order of Go\·ernor llolland, 
by which Serfojee was rescued. In this part of his narra• 
tive, the following passage occurs, which illustrates his 
calm fearlessness in the fulfilment of what he conceived 
to be his duty, and the inviolable integrity of the excellent 
missionary. 

"The rajah desired that Mr. Ram might wait some (I 
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lhink len) <lays. He said, 'I must obey the order, and 
put the boy under a sepoy guard ! ' The rajah at last 
said, 'l\lr. Swartz, stay you here with the boy this night, 
that the sepoys may not be called into this interior part of 
the palace ! ' I aske<l l\lr. Ram and the colonel what I 
should <lo. They said that ' it depended upon me; but 
that they were content with my staying with the boy!' 
I accordingly consented to stay. l\lr. Ram and the 
colonel went away. The rajah, Shevarow, and myself, 
were alone. I then said, 'This uneasiness his excel­
lency oweth to you, Shcvarow. You intended to ingra­
tiate yourself by those cruel severities ll'hich you made 
lhe boy to suffer. How often have I begged you to de­
sist; how often have I told you, that the honorable Com­
pany, and the English nation, to who,c protection the 
boy was delivered by the late rajah, in the presence of 
Mr. Hudleston, Colonel Stuart, and me, would not suffer 
those se1·erities?' Shevarow said, 'You have told us all 
this, but,' &c. The rnjah lhen observed, 'As you arc our 
frien<l, why di<l you not this very morning send me word 
that such an or<ler had been sent lo l\lr. Ram?' I replied, 
'Ten days ago I enlreated you to prevent lhe present 
uneasiness; and thal was an act of friendship. But to 
give you notice of government's letter, after it had been 
confidentially communicated to the colonel and me, would 
have been treachery, which your excellency must ne1·er 
expect from me.' 

" The rajah and Shevarow then told me, I might go 
home. Astonished at this proposition, 'What!' said I, 
'to become guilty of a breach of faith 1 Even my father 
shoul<l not be permitted to make such a proposal ! ' Upon 
this declaration, they left me with precipitation ; and I 
remained with the poor boy that night, who, as I observed, 
walked as if he was lame. I inquired the reason of it. 
' I ha1·e not,' said he, 'been able lo sleep, but have been 
sitting clasping my hands about my knees, on account of 
the innumerable insects in my room. l\ly sinews are a 
little contracted, but I hope I shall soon recover.' The 
next day he was conducted to his new apartment by 
Colonel Stuart and l\lr. Ram. The indignities which 
were then otfered to him, I will not minutely relate; but 
lhey all showed the high degree of the rajah's jealousy. 

"A brahmin, who formerly taughl l\lr. Burke, and 
26" 
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afterwards l\lr. Illackburne, the l\lahrattu. lu.11guage, was 
appointed ( by my recommendation) to teach him reading 
and writing. His excellency's letter says, that my SCl'Vants 
were employed for that purpose. But the writer of that 
letter knew that the brahmin had never been my serl'ant. 
The boy has made a good use of the opportunity given 
to him. lle reads and writes the l\lahratta language, 
ancl is rery willing to learn English. The letter says, 
that l\J r. Ram visited the boy, and that I accompanied 
him; which is true. I inquired how he improl'ed in 
learning, and admonished the brahmin not to be re111i;;s in 
teaching him; which I thought was quite agreeable to the 
late rajah's desire." 

In September, l\Ir. Swartz appears to hare been the 
active intermediate agent between the grwern1uent and 
the rajah, relative to the adjustment or the revenue 
accounts. 

In this month, it was con,idered to be necessary, for 
the security of the Company's interests, to assume the 
management of the revenues of Tanjore ; against which 
the rajah protested, and appealed to the Court of Directors. 
It appears that, in the whole of the proceedings, Mr. 
Swartz was consulted, as noticed by l\Iessrs. Ram and 
Fallofield, the resident and collector, in the following para­
graph of a letter, dated the :28th of September 17!!0. 

"The Rev. l\lr. Swartz was consulted, agreeably to the 
Board's orders, upon every material step we ba1·e hitherto 
taken ; a line of conduct we shall continue invariably to 
pursue." 

ll is important to add, that the rajah himself, in his 
correspondence with the gornrnment, expressed a decided 
prefere11ce to l\lr. Swartz, as the medium of communica.­
tion between them. 

On the t4th or the same month, the government directed 
Messrs. Ram and Fallofield to transmit their senli111e11ts as 
to the provision which should be made for Serfojee, and 
for the mother and widows of the late rnjah, in order that 
steps might be taken to establish a liberal and permanent 
allowance for their support; adding, 

" You are, upon this and upon all occasions, to avail 
yoursell'Cs of the knowledge and experience of l\lr. Swartz, 
and to consult with him freely ; as his !mown probity and 
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love of justice entitle him to every attention on the part 
of government." 

An establishment was accordingly formed pursuant to 
his recommendation, amounting to one thousand and 
seventy-seren star pagodas monthly for Serfojee and his 
relatil'es, and one thousand star pagodas each to the three 
widows of the deceased rajah. 

'fhe confi<lence reposed in the venerable m1sswnary 
was unbounded ; an additional instance of which was 
shortly afterwar<ls afforded, in consequence of the con­
tinued objections of Ameer Smg to the allowances fixed 
by the government for the family of the late rajah. It was 
at length resolve<l, that "if his excellency persist in his 
refusal to receive those allowances, they should be ad­
vanced by the collectors to the Rev. !\Jr. Swartz, and by 
him be distributed to the parties concerned."-A more 
honorable proof of the high estimation in which this ex­
cellent man was held by the English government, can 
scarcely be imagined, and it is almost needless to add how 
justly it was deserved. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Letters to the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and to 
several friends-Progress of Mr. Jrenicke-School al Cumbago­
nam-Renewal of the war with Tippoo-Ordinalion of Sattiana­
den-His Sermon on that occasion-He is sanctioned by the 
Society-Visit from the Rev. Mr. Cammerer-His Character of 
Mr. Swartz-Extracts from his Journal fur li0l-Letters lo 
friends. 

IN acknowledging the arrival of the annual stores sent 
out by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
Swartz, in a letter dated the 10th of January, 1790, 
gratefully observes, that he and his brethren had reason 
to adore the mercy of God, and to say, "Hitherto the 
Lord has guarded, guided, and protected us." l\Ir. 
Kohlhoff had assisted. him faithfully in the church, and 
in the schools, and l\Ir. Jcenicke had made amazing 
progress in learning the English and Tamul languages. 
'fhe catechists and schoolmasters at Tanjore and at Pa­
lamcotta, amounted to ten. Their salaries, the charge of 
supporting the schools, the repairs of old houses and the 
building of new ones, and the extraordinary allowances 
to the catechists when sent to distant places, were such, 
he states, that were it not for his salary from the East 
India Company, it would be impossilile to defray all the 
necessary expenses. 

In a second leuer of the same date, after again ad\·ert­
ing to the promising advancement of l\tr. Jamicke in the 
Tamul language, l\l r. Swartz adds, that the sermons com­
posed-by this diligent student were corrected by himself; 
but that in a short time he would stand in no need of 
such assistance. "It would then," he said, "be necessary 
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to determine upon the station for his missionary labors, 
whether at l\ladras or at Palamcott:i, where the congrega­
tion was considerably increasing. In that quarter he 
thought more success would be experienced, as the people 
there had less connection with Europeans. On the other 
lrnnd, l\lr. Gerickc at l\ladras much needed assistance, 
which, however, he hoped would be afforded by the 
Society soon sending out another missionary. Should 
God call him away," he observes, "Mr. Gerickc would 
then reside at Tanjore, and l\lr. Kohlhoff go to Palam­
cotta, or they might alternately be at each place. These 
speculations, however, he humbly submitted to the deter­
mination of di\'ine Pro\·idence. They had then," he said, 
" no comfortable prospect before them ; being apprehen­
sive that the poor country would experience another de­
vastation; though it had scarcely begun to lift up its head 
from the rarages occasioned by the last war." 

In this letter Swartz communicates his intention of 
establishing a pro,·incial school at Cumbagonam, one of 
the principal places in Tanjorc. A very good spot had 
been granted to him by the rajah, and he had begun 
to lay the foundation of the building which he intended 
lo be used as a place of divine worship. Whether the 
war they were dreading would prevent his proceeding 
with the work, a short time would show. 

The intention thus announced, as to an additional 
school, was soon afterwards fulfilled, as appears by the 
following extracts from a letter to l\lr. Pasche, dated July 
21, 1790, in which, among other useful and interesting 
matter, he first mentions the design of ordaining his pious 
and excellent catechist, Sattianaden. 

"God has graciously stren<rthened me hitherto, so that 
I have been enabled to do my ~vork both among Christians 
11.nd heathens. l\leanwhile, I feel the approaches of age, 
being near the completion of my sixty-fourth year; but 
11.s long as I live, and have any strength left, I shall gladly 
take my share in the work. 

"In order to relieve the missionaries, I intend to ordain 
one of the native catechists of the name of Sattianaden, 
whose upright, disinterested, serious walk and conversa­
tion, flowing from sincere attachment to Christ, has at­
tracted the notice of Mr. Jcenicke, and really, as lo my 
own feelings, I cannot but esteem this native teacher 
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higher than myself. He has a particular talent in coll• 
versing with his countrymen. One of the principal labors 
of a missionary ought to be to train up young natives for 
future catechists. Whenever l meet with a promising 
youth, I spare neither pains nor expense to qualify him 
for the work. 

"I ha\'€ built a school house at Cnmbagonam, which 
has been attended with co11siderable expense. Such 
schools are the very best means of communicating the 
knowledge of the word of Goel, not to the young people 
only, but to the inhabitants of the country at large. They 
may serve as a place of residence for catechists of the 
higher castes, who may proclaim, both in town and 
country, the glad tidings of the gospel. Sel'eral l\Ialabar 
youths afford the pleasing hope, tl1a1 in due time they will 
become useful assistants in our congregations, as well as 
in our schools. 

"If God shall fal'Or us with skilful native teachers, 
his work will prosper in this conntry. We still live in 
hope. The difficulties are, iudeed, neither few nor :;mall; 
but to sink under them would be sinful. God has re­
mornd many an obstacle during my forty years' sojourn 
in this lan<l ; and he who has hitherto been with us, will 
be so in future. He commanded Joshua lo be 'strong and 
of good courage ; ' and the same charge is applicable to 
us. The eyes of many of the heathen arc opened ; but 
the cross which is connected with the profession of Chris­
tianity is to most a stumbling-block. 

" With re~pect to the proposition to establish a \·illagc 
entirely inhabited by Christians, I bal'e always eutertaincd 
the apprehension, and likewise expressed it, that in the 
event of any commotion, such a village would be imme­
diately burned down. On the other hand, when there 
are some Chr istiau families residing in a village, the whole 
district may become acquainted with the counsel of God 
for lheir salrntion." 

In the same month he wr'ltc as follows to his kind and 
valued friends at Madras. The close of his letter contains 
a striking expression of the deep humility of this eminent 
servant of God. 

"Tanjore, July 28, 1700. 

"My dear Friernl~,-It is now a good while since I sent 
you a line. Nay, I have been so lazy as to neglect to 
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thank l\lr. Duffin for the excellent book he sent me. 
I have perused those 'Chinese Fragments'* carefully, 
and am sorry that all is but too true. l\Ia y these melan­
choly truths lead many to repentance! 

"The 17th of July I finished my fortieth year of pil­
grimacre here in this country, as I arrived July 17, 1750. 
How ~any thousand benefits have I recei1·ed from a mer­
ciful God ! How grateful I ought to have been ! But 
alas! I must say, 'Forgi~e, forgive all my multiplied ini­
quities, for the sake of Jesus.' Indeed, my dear friends, 
our salvation consists in being pardoned. !\lay we all 
be able to say, as Paul did,' We have obtained mercy.' 
Amen, be it so I God bless you both in all respects. This 
is, ancl shall be, the sincere wish of your most obedient 
servant and friend." 

War had now again commenced between the ambitious 
successor of Hyder Ali and the British Government in 
India, as Swartz hacl anticipated ; and to this event he 
alludes in the following letter to one of the same excellent 
friends at the close of this year. The elevated piety which 
it breathes, cannot but be edifying. 

"Tanjore, Dec. 3, li!JO. 

"Dear l\ladam,-W e are all tolerably well. The country 
people complain of want of rain ; besides, they come into 
the fort by hundreds and thousands on account of Tippoo's 
horse. About Trichinopoly the l'illages are burnt, and 
many of the people wounded. How much have those poor 
inhabitants suffered! It is said that General Meadows is 
at Caroor. If this be true, the enemy at Samiaburam will 
not lo:ig remain in his present condition. 

"The poor people had hardly begun to breathe after 
the last destructive war. Now they are again in constant 
terror. But still they will not acknowledge the hand that 
strikes them. 

"How happy are they who, from their infancy, have 
been brought up in the knowledge of truth ; for I find that 
those who have been educated in idolatry and error, shal<e 
off their error and superstition with great difficulty. Jg-

* By the late Ely Bates, Esq., the elegant author of " Rural 
Philosophy." 
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norance and wickedness hinder them. Ilut a wicked 
Christian know,; at least the way to happiness; and there­
fore has but one hinclerance to overcome-namely, his evil 
course. But unspeakably happier are those who have 
been awakened by the Spirit of God, to turn to him who 
is the source of happiness; who look upon sin as poison, 
and all worlclly 1 hings as dross, ( which is unable to make 
them happy,) in orcler to win Christ, and to be found in 
him. 

"If we win Christ and his atonement, we surely possess 
the greatest gain-pardon of sins, poace of mind, and 
hope of everlasting life. The conveniences which worldly 
things afford us, are not lo be compared to these divine 
blessings. 

" If we are found in Christ as branches in a vine, we 
shall derive from him blessings of every kind, and strength 
to grow in all Christian ,·ir1ues. In him we are preserved, 
cheered, comforted at all times, in sickness and health, in 
life and in death. 0, may we be found in him even at 
the day of jndgment ! 

"l\lay the peace of God reign in your heart at all times! 
This peace will preserve you." 

The renewal of the war with Tippoo excited considera­
ble alarm at Tanjorc, and some apprehensions were en­
tertained of an attack from the l\lohammedan troops. 
This danger was, howe,·cr, happily avertecl, by the Eng­
lish army under Lord Cornwallis entering l\lysore; and 
the missionaries continued to discharge their peacefol 
duties without interruption. 

Early in the year liOI, Sw::irtz informed the Society of 
the accomplishment of his intention respecting the ordina­
tion of Sallianaden. Previous to that time, the missiona­
ries at Tranqnebar permitted one of their country priests 
occasion::illy to visit Palamcotta; but as one of them died, 
and the other became an inrnlid, the English missionaries 
thought it expeclienl to confer their Lutheran ordination 
on one of their own natil'e catechists, who had performed 
the functions of that subordinate oflicc for many years, 
and had given ample proofs of ability and faithfulness. 
Accordingly, on the 26th of December, 17!)0, Sattianaden 
received ordination at the hands of the missionaries, ac-
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cording to the rites of the Lutheran church, in one of the 
congregations of the mission co11nected with the Society, 
on the coast of Coromandel. On this interesting occasion, 
he deli1·ered a sermon in the l\lalabar or Tamul language, 
an English translation of which, by l\lr. Kohlhoff, Swartz 
transmitted to this country. 

The Society justly deeming a production so extraordi­
nary, worthy of being generally known, directed it to be 
published* for the satisfaction of the members at large, 
" in order to evince the capacity of the natives for the 
work of the ministry, and as an evidence that the efforts 
of their missionaries in India had not been in rnin ; but 
that the work of God was adrancing, and the light of the 
gospel spreading through those regions of darkness and 
idolatry." 

This Sermon of Sattianaden is certainly a 1·ery remark­
able composition. That it was his genuine production, is 
attested by Swartz himself, who was incapable of aflirming 
any thing but the strictest truth. It is founded on that 
striking and encouraging declaration of the prophet Eze­
kiel, chap. xxxiii. 11, "As I lil'e, saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and lire: turn ye, turn ye, from 
your el'il ways, for why will ye die, 0 house of Israel ? " 
From this instructire and affecting passage, the pious 
Hindoo considered the gracious offers of tlil"ine mercy to 
all mankintl; the inestimable blessings of divine forgive­
ness and grace which they comprise; and the method of 
obtaining them by repentance ancl faith in Jesus Christ. 
Ju the discussion of these important points, he evinced 
much sound scriptural knowledge, together with great per­
spicuity and strength of thought; and notwithstanding the 
disadrnntage of a translation,. which, though scrupulously 
faithful, i11adequatr.ly expressed the force and beauty of 
the original, a simple and tender strain of eloquence per­
vades the whole, which powerfully accredits the sincerity 
of its anthor, and sufficiently proved his qualifications for 
the office of a Christian teacher. 

The necessity so deeply felt, and so continually urged, 
by the English missionaries, of additional fellow-laborers, 

* It is contained at length in the Abstract of the Society's Reports, 
pp. 32,;_3;,G, and, together with the prayers before and afler the 
sermon, well deserves perusal. 

27 



314 ME:\10IRS OF 

and the imporlance of in\·esting pious and well qualified 
nati,·es with the ministerial character, led e\·en at this 
period to the conviction, on the part of rnme of the friends 
of the rnis,;ion, of the expediency of ~ome measure for se• 
curing episcopal ordination; nor would any one have more 
cordially rejoiced in such a provi~io11 for the fpiritual wants 
of Indi,i than Swartz, who ha\·ing been him~elf episcopally 
ordained, would hal'e hailed with delight the establishment 
of our apostolical church, which has since been ~o happily 
planted in Iuclia. F.H the present, he was contented to 
supply the increasing want of laborers, particularly in the 
South of the Peninsula, to the best of his ability, by the 
discipline of the Lutheran church; and in the instance in 
question nothing could be more judicious and successful 
than his choice of Sattiauaden as a natil'e teacher. That 
sincere and zealous convert, as soon as he had recefred 
ordination, returned to Palamcotta, where he had been 
before so usefully and diligently employed. " God," ob­
serves l\lr. Kohlholf, in mentioning this pleasing event, 
"has already blessed the labors of this worthy man, in 
awakeuin~ many to turn from their sins unto him; and 
no doubt is entertained of his proving a favored instrument 
in the ha11ds of the Almighty for the enlargement of his 
kingdom upon earth." 

With equal wisdom and kindness the Society for Pro­
moting Christian Knowledge, directed their secretary to 
address a letter to Sattianaden, assuring him of their sanc­
tion and support, and encouruging him to fidelity and 
diligeuce in the ministry which he had recet1tly received. 
This was translated by Swartz, and afforded the native 
pastor inexpressible joy. 

Sattianaden, in a letter to l\Ir. Jrenicke, thus beautifully 
refers to hi~ own co111·ersion to the faith of the gospel. 

" When I contemplate the ways of God, by which he 
led me, I am full of admiration and praise. I was once 
a heathen, who did not know him; and he called me by 
his faithful servant l\lr. Swartz. This my ,·enerable father 
received and in~trncted me. Ilis exertions by day and 
by night, teniled to hrin~ me to repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, to produce in me 
fruits meet for repent:rnce, to induce me to lead a godly 
and holy life, and to grow in knowledge, and in every 
grace and virtue. lie did not destine me to worldly 
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business, but appointed me to bring my nation lo the 
knowledge of God, :111d of Jesus Christ, whom he sent to 
redeem the world. In couseqne11ce, he gave me the 
office of a catechist, and used his utmost endeavors to 
uring me to a more exten~i\·e knowledge. And likewise 
you, sir, exerted yonrself to correct my errors and my 
failings, encouraged me lo grow in godliness, and en­
deavorerl to make me more and more useful and happy. 
Should I he saved, which, trusting in the mercy of God, 
I hope to be, it will be a glory to JOII; and even though I 
should be lost, (which God forbid!) my damnation cannot 
diminish your glory. Now, lo crown the pious exertions 
of my much esteemed teachers, the ho11orahle Society has 
approved your proceedings, and confirmed me in the 
higher office committed to me; a bene~olence which I 
shall 11e1·er forget. l\Iay God grant me a truly humble 
mind! l\Iay he make me acceptable lo himself, diligent 
in the performance of every duty, useful in my generation, 
and obedient to him and my superiors!" 

Early in the following year, in writing- to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1\1 r. Swartz gratefully 
ack11owledges that, though past the sixty-fifth year of his 
age, he had great reason to bless God for the preservation 
of his health, and for having been enabled to persevere in 
the discharge of his duty; that eig-hty-sc1·e11 heathen con­
verts had been baptized in the course of the preceding 
year, the greater part of whom wt>re cnltirntors of fields, 
a few miles from the Fort, and that houses were intended 
to be built for their convenient attendance upon divine 
service. He observes that i\lr . .lcenicke, who was settled 
al Palamcott:i, was much delighted with the good conduct 
of the several congregations, which hacl, since his resi­
dencP. there, received a'n addition of sixty-five members; 
an<l a"dd~, that there are some really pious people in the 
Fort also. Ile then mentions, that he had lately received 
a visit from Mr. Cammerer, the new missionary at Tran­
quebar, who had remained with him three months, study­
ing the Tamul language, a11d whom he believed to be an 
upright, sincere Christian, who would diligently do the 
work of an C\'angelist. He expresses his hope that an 
end would soon be put lo the war, and that a more open 
field would thus presenl itself for the labors of mission­
aries. "\Vould to God," he continues, "that some la-
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borers could he sent to work in it! I am sure that some 
gentleman here would assist. Governmc11t would not 
suffer by it, but rather experience the benefit of seeing 
the people instructed. This I could show by undeniable 
proofs, and government would confirm it." 

Of the visit thus mentioned from the new Tranqucbar 
missionary, l\Ir. Cam merer himself gives the following 
particulars; which will uc found scarcely less interesting 
than the early sketch of Mr. Swartz's character, by Mr. 
Chambers; and, in some respects, remarkably coincident 
with that striking fragment. 

"Tanjore," he writes to his friends in Germany, "is a 
large fortified town, which underwent consideraulc repairs 
after its occupation by the English. Yet the streets re­
mained dirty and disagreeable, and the place was rnry un­
healthy during the rainy season. This induced l\lr. 
Swartz to select a piece of ground of considerable dimen­
sions, at the distance of about lll'o miles, which he 
cultivated and formed into a garden, where he erected 
several houses, and a small church. In the immediate 
vicinity of this garden, the native Christians settled, and 
he lives amongst them like a father. l\ly stay at Tanjore 
was to haie been limited to the 25th of October, my 
presence being much wanted by the Trnnquebar urethren; 
but l\Jr. Swartz wished for an extension of the time, being 
desirous that I should make considerable progress in the 
l\falabar tongue; and it so happened that the rains this 
season were more violent than was ever recollected by the 
oldest inhabitants. I could not, in consequence, return, 
without. endangering my life. Under these circumstances, 
my residence with that excellent man was delayed until 
the 14th of December. 

"Nothing could possibly nlford me more li\'cly satisfac­
tion than the society of l\lr. Swartz. His u11feigncd piety, 
his real and conscientious attention to every bra11ch of his 
duties, his sincerity ,-in short, his whole demeanor filled 
me with reverence and admiration. He treated me like a 
brother, or rather like a tender parent, and in~tructed me 
in the most agreeable manner in the l\lalabar language. 
The same did Mr. Kohlholf, who is meekness and humility 
itself. l\Jany an evening passed away, as if it had been 
but a single moment, so exceedingly interesting proved 
the conversation of this truly veneraole man, and his re-
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lations of the singular and merciful guidance of God, of 
which he had experienced so many proofs throughout his 
life, but particularly during the dreadful wars in India. 
The account he gave of the many dangers to ll'hich his 
life had been exposed, and the wonderful manner in which 
it was often preserl'ed, his tender and grateful affection 
towards God, his fcrl'ellt prayers and thanksgivings, his 
gentle exhortations constantly to live as in the presence of 
God, zealously to preach the gospel, and entirely to resign 
oursell'es to God's kind providence-all this brought many 
a tear into my eyes, and I could not but ardently wish 
that I might one day resemble Swartz. II is disinterested­
ness, his houorable manner of conducting public business, 
procured him the general esteem both of Europeans and 
Hindoos. Every one lol'ecl and respected him, from the 
king of Tanjore to the humblest native. 

"Nor was he less feared; for he reproved them, without 
respect to situation and rank, when their conduct deserved 
animadversion; and he told all persons without distinction, 
what they ought to do, and what to arnid, to promote their 
temporal and eternal welfare. The king frequently ob­
serl'ed, that in the world much was effected by presents 
and gold, and that he himself had Jone much by those 
means; but that with Paurc Swartz they answernd no 
purpose. This excellent man often tolu 111e, that·thc faror 
of God, and communion with Christ, ll'as of greater value 
to him than 'thousands of gold and sill'cr.' Certainly, 
by the goodness of God, he has been rnauc a great blessing 
to this country. ,vhat other men could not effect without 
a military force, he has done by the pcr~onal influence 
which he possessed o\'Cr the people, anti which arose ex­
clusively from his integrity ancl sincere piety. 

" A few miles from Tanjorc, two brahmins enticed a 
chilli of rich parents, splendiclly adorned with gold and 
precious stones, into their pagoda, where they put him to 
death. The government of l\ladras desired l\Ir. Swartz 
to investigate this horrid deed. He accordingly examined 
the murderers in the l<ing's palace, and brought them to 
confess the crime. They were afterwards executed: 

" While on a visit at Cumbagonam, l\lr. Swartz con­
,·crsed with a brahmin who had considerable landed 
property, entreating him with much affection to turn to 
the true God. A fow weeks afterwards, we heard that he 

27 * 
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had cliecl, and that his wife was burned ali1e with his 
corpse. Although this happens less frequently than for­
merly, yet, in many instances, it takes place, and that 
from two motives: one is super:;tition; the poor ll'idow 
believing that she shall attain to a higher degree of hap­
piness alter death: the other is the fear of being despised 
by her relations, in ca~e she should not manifest au affec­
tion sufficiently strong, to devote herself to the funeral 
pile with her husband. When i\Ir. Swartz learns before­
hand that such au inhuman sacrifice is abont lo take 
place, he exerts his utmost influence to preveut ii; and 
in these endeavors he has often succeeded. 

" His garden is filled from morning till late in the 
evening with natives of every rnuk, who come to him to 
have their differences settled; but, rather than his mi~sion­
ary duties should be neglected, the mo~t important cases 
are delayed. 

"Both morning aud evening he has a ~crvice, at which 
many of the Christians atte11cl. A short hymn is first 
sung; after which he gi1·cs an exhortation on some pa:;­
sage of Scripture, and concludes with a praJer. Till 
this is over, every one, even the most respec1able, is 
obliged to wait. The number of those who come to him 
to be instructed i11 Christianity is great. Erery clay in­
dividuals attend, requesting him soon to establish a Chris­
tian congregation in their part of the cou11try. 

"During my stay, about thirty perso11s, who had been 
previously instructed, were baptizcd. Ilc always performs 
the service with such solemnity, that all prcse11t are mored 
to tears. He has certai11ly receirnd from God a most 
peculiar gift of teaching the truths of religion. Heathens 
of the highest rank, who ne1'er inteud to beco111e wor­
shippers of the true Goel, and disciples of Jesus Christ, 
hear his instructio11s with pleasure. During a11 ahocle of 
more than forty Jears in this country, he has acquired a 
profound knowledge of the custo111s, 111a1111ers, and charac­
ter of the people. He exprcs~es himself i11 the Tanrnl 
lan~uage as correctly as a nalirn. I-le can immediately 
reply to any questio11, ancl refutes objections so ll'ell, that 
the people ackuoll'le(lge, ' \V c ca11 lay nothing to the 
charge of this priest.' 

"The time having arrived for 1ny return to 'l'rauquebar, 
it was not without the deepest regret that I parted from 
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this excellent man. Besides making considerablr. progress 
in the i\lalabar language, I deril'ed great benefit for my 
immortal soul. On my taking leare, he said, shaking 
hands with much warmth, '0 that ll'e may meet again 
before the throne of God! I wish once more to see my 
friends on the coast, and lo take my farewell of them.' " 

The journal of Swartz for this year contains a striking 
illustration of i\l r. Cammerer's rernark as to the respect 
in which he was held, both by the English gmernment 
and tbe rajah of Ta11jore, and of his be11elicial influence 
even in citil concerns, combined, as it ever was, ll'ith his 
unabated zeal and piety. 

"\Vhcn the present king," he observes, "ascended the 
throne, I was desired to form the outline of a pl<111 for the 
better administration of justice and the laws. I did so; 
and it was transmitted to England, and apprul'ed. This 
year the directors sent out orders to hare my plan carried 
into execution; and the gorernor of l\ladras desired me 
to superintend it. This greatly increased my labur:; ; hut 
for the sake of the poor inhabitants, I could 11ot refuse 
the office. 

" As m10y of the natires daily come to me from all 
parts of the country, I had the best opportunity of declar­
ing to them the counsel of God, for their salvation. 
Those who came at seven in the morning, attended our 
morning prayers. Others, who called at eight, heard the 
instructions given to the candidates for baptism. Some­
times forty or fifty persons are present, both of high and 
low castes. Frequently from fifteen to tll'enty brahmins 
are sitting by while I am catechising. I say to them, 'Sit 
down, and }'On will hear what doctrines we teach. I trust 
you will dedicate yourseh·es to the senice of your Creator 
and Recleemer, and forsake your wretched idolatry!' 
They quietly sit clown for an hour, and hear erery thing 
I ha.re to say. Thirty years ago, they would have looked 
upon this as the greatest scandal. .May God be merciful 
to them, and incline their hearts not only to hear, but to 
receive the truth in the love of it! 

"l\'ly hope that this country will be hrought to a saving 
knowledge of the gospel, daily gains strength; but 
whether I shall live to see the change, the Lord only 
know:1-nor, indeed, is it material. l\ly chief care is to 
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train up young people iu the serrice of Christ. l\lr. Jccn­
icke obserl'C<l, ' I wish we had a few more young men 
like Sattianaden.' Yes, I replied : the Lord of the 
ban-est can call others. l\lny He only grant us a single 
aim, and humble hearts! Then his blessing will not be 
wanting: but if we harbor sordid motirns, we cannot 
expect it.'' 

How admirable and instructive are such reflections; 
and what might not be expected from the united exertions 
and prayers of a few such laborers ! 

In another part of the journal for li!}l, Swartz thus 
mentions one of the uene1·olent methods he adopted for 
supplying some of his natil'e converts with the means of 
support. 

" I sometimes employ poor widows iu spinning. They 
bring the yarn to a Christian weaver, who makes good 
cloth for a trifling sum. Some widows bruise rice, and 
sell it; others support themselves by sellin~ fruit. When 
I visit these poor women on an afternoon, I first catechise 
them, and then get them to show me their work, as a proof 
of their industry. Labor is constantly necessary for them, 
not only as an occupation, but t.o fix their mi11ds on an 
object during the hours of solitude. 

"The great wish of our hearts is, that those who hnve 
been instructed in our religion, may lead a life conform­
able to its holy precepts. Some, indeed, bring forth the 
fruits of faith; as for others, we labor ll'ith patience, in 
hope of seeing them turn to the Lord. 

"A short time since, an old man was i11terre1l, whose 
life and death wNe a great consolation to us. He was a 
man of some property in land and cattle, nml left the 
whole to his children, exhorting them in his last moments 
to follow his example, and become clisciples of .Jesus 
Christ. Il11t, alas! they were far from being so inclined. 
His whole henrt was fixed upon God, and he sought and 
found salvation, by repentance and faith iu the great 
Redeemer, and by a steady cour~e of con~istent piety. He 
was indefatigable in prayer, nel'er gave way to a spirit of 
discontent, but always eujoyed n happy frame of serenity 
and pence. l\Iany heathens who knew him were wont to 
sny, ' If there Le not another sincere Christian among 
those who have been instructed, this good old man cer-
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tainly is one.' In his last illness, he was visited by the 
catechist~ and ourselves. The day of his departure I said 
to him,' l\ly dear friend, it seems as if the Lord designed 
to call you a way to-day.' ' Yes,' returned he; ' I am 
ready to go; and my soul exclaims, Come, Lord Jesus! 
I am willing to follow thee!' Shortly after, one of the 
catechists asked him how he found himself. 'Very well,' 
he replied, and expired. His de:ith produced a general 
sensation. The child1cn in the schools, who revered him 
as a father, followed him, singing hyrn1)s, with a great 
concourse of Christians, and heathens, and strewed his 
grave with flowers. All the brethren were convinced, that 
his life was truly Christian, and his cud happy. His 
memory will be blessed.'' 

In a Jetter to a friend, dated "Tanjore, January 24, 
1702," Swartz thus expresses his perception of advancing 
years, and his increasing anxiety for additional help. 

"I am now in the (i(jth year of my age, and I cannot 
but bless Ood that I am still able to perform all my usual 
functions, both in the church and in the schools. Nature 
certainly begins to decay ; but as long as God shall grant 
me any degree of strength, I will gladly spend it in labor­
ing in his ,, iueyard. The harvest is at present truly great, 
but the laborers are few : we therefore earnestly pray that 
the Lord ll'ould send laborers into his hanest ; and we 
urgently entreat all our friends and patrons in Europe 
to do their utmost to send us out faithful assistants in this 
work. In the last year, the increaso of converts was con­
siderable. Our three schools in this place go on well, 
and also that at Cumbagonam, and another at Paliamkodi. 
In the latter place, above sixty persons have been con• 
verted to Christianity." 

The continued affection of Swartz for the widow and 
children of his friend, Colonel Wood,· was in this year 
expressed in the following pious and interesting letter. 

"Tanjorc', !\lurch !l, ]7!)2. 

"Your favor of January 13, li!)I, I hare received. I 
am happy at the pleasing account of your better health. 
I am now in the Guth year of my age, and am so well 
that I can go through the duties of my office without 
much fatigue. However, I think now daily of my de• 
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parture. l\Iy time is in the hand of God ; but, consider­
ing my age, my quitting this world cannot be fat off. 

"I adore the unspeakable mercy of God, who has dealt 
so very kindly 11ith me in all respects. He has given me 
a. knowledge of his unspeakably great love in Christ; 
he pardoneth my sins, heals my infirmities, and I hope 
that he will crown me with glory. llloreover, he has 
been pleased to make me an instrumeut of his grace to 
instruct others; some of whom I shall find in a blessed 
eternity, ll'ith whom I shall sing the praises of redeeming 
love. In short, if l complai11, it must be of myself, and 
of my frequent acts of disobedience and ingratitude ; but 
of my God and Redeemer l have no reason to complain. 

"Dear madam, we have known one another in this 
pilgrimage. 0 that we may see one another in glory! 

"Remember me to your dear children. Your eldest 
daughter is, [ hope, 'a joyful mother of children.' Put 
her often in mind to bring them up in the knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ; and not according to the fancies 
of the world. Your youngest daughter, .l\J., is now married 
likewise Lo a clergyman.* .l\Iay she also look out for the 
best p11rt ! llut where is your se_cond <laughter, E.? Is 
she still with you 1 Before this reaches you, I hope you 
have seen your dear son. .l\Iay he i'mitate Cornelius, 
desirous of he11ring and receiving the word of truth! 

".l\Iany of your clergymen make little of a Redeemer. 
Dr. Price's book of ~ermons was sent me : I perused 
them-was shocked with his doctrine, cut the hook in 
pieces, and buried it. They. destroy the foundation of 
happine~s and true holiness. What can they build? Paul 
was another muster-builder, who knew of no other founda­
tion than J<'sus Christ.t 

".l\lr. Breithaupt is a plain and serious Christian. l\Ir. 
Gericke a11<l he live close together. l\lr. F-- is dead. 
He seemed lo he sorry for what he had done. Ili~ memory 
failed lii111; but he had no severe sickness. Ile supped 
heartily, a11d began to tremble, and died. 

"God bless you, and your dear children." 

* The latr Ilt•v. and excellent Basil \Voodd. 
t Dr. Price, the cl'kLrati-d dissenting minister, was a professed 

Arian; Lui candid and 1,,•nevolent as Swartz was, in the truest 
sense of those tPrms, hr could not endure a doctrine which so di­
rectly drrog-aLPs from the glory of Christ, and cntrrrd deeply into 
the spirit of the beloved apostle's injunction, 2 John 10. 
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To the latter, Swartz added :-
" As I wrote to-day some lines to your dear mamma, 

I thought it necessary to add a line or two to you, to 
indulge the pleasure of mind, which I find in talking 
of or to you. 

"Your old friend is still alive, going aboul to preach 
the glad tidings concerning a Redeemer, who came to 
save that which was lost. As this blessed Jesus is called, 
with the greatest propriety, the 'Consolation of the na­
tions,' I hope you seek all true comfort in Him. By 
Ilim you shall be made wise ; for He is the author of all 
wisdom. In and by Him you shall obtain a full and 
atoning righteousness, as lle has fulfilled the law of God, 
and satisfied divine justice for us; in and by Him we shall 
be truly sanctified, and restored to the image of God; 
because he has not only gi\'en us the best rules for holi­
ness, but has set us an example of 1111spolled holiness, 
and, which is our greatest comfort, has purchased for us 
the grace of his Holy Spirit; nay, is now able to send 
this blessed Spirit into our hearts. In and by Jesus, we 
shall be delil'ered from all el'i] and calamity, and in­
troduced into the presence of God. Should not such a 
Saviour Le precious in our sight 7 St. Paul counted all 
things but loss in comparison with the excellency of the 
knowledge of his Sal'iour. Whate1·er worldly people say, 
they will one day or other be of Paul's opinion. 

"I pray to God to enable you to show by your condnct, 
before all the world, that Jesus is the highest. ooject of 
your desires and wishes. ,vorldly riches anrl honors arc 
not sinful in themseh•es; nay, ought to be used with thank­
fulness to God, but with a becoming care and vigilance, 
l2sl they become a snare to us." 

After repeated inquiries, the ,·enerahle Dr. Scl,ultz, 
of Halle, succeeded, in the course of this year, in obtain­
ing, in the Rev C. W. P:ezold, who had been educated 
at ,vittemberg, one whom he could recommend to the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowlcclge, for the 
arduous work of a missionary. Jn the 111011th of October, 
Mr. Pmzol<l arril'ed in England, and, pre1·io11:;ly to his 
departure for India, a charge was dcli,·ered to him, at the 
request of the Society, by the late Rev. Dr. Glasse. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Harsh treatment of Serfojec and the Widows of Tuljajee, by Amcer 
Sing-Letter from Serfojee to Mr. Swartz-He transmits their 
Complaints to the Governor of l\1adras-Thc \Vidows and Scr­
fojcc, accompanied by l\Ir. Swartz, arc remo\·ed to that Presidency 
-l'rocec<lings commenced for a renewed Investigation of Ser­
fojcc's Adoption-Administration of Tanjore Revenue restored to 
Ameer Sing-Swartz.visits l\lr. Gcrickc at Yepery-Their mutual 
testimony-Accouht of the Collaries-l\'lr. Ja,nieke and Sattiana­
dcn at Palmaeotta-Death of l\lr. Chambers-Letter of Swartz 
to his Widow. 

TnouGu the adopted son of the late rajah of Tanjore had 
been rescued from the control of his successor, as already 
related, in the year 1790, the jealousy and animosity of 
Ameer Sing towards Serfojee, and the widows of his late 
brother, continued unabated, and lmd proceeded to so 
grea.t a length during the two following years, that, in 
November I 792, it became absolutely necessary for the 
English government again to interfere for their pro­
tection. 

It appears that the son-in-law of Ameer Sing, the 
husband of his only child, had recently died, without 
offspring. Ju the agony of his grief, as it may be chari­
tably concluded, for a loss which deprived him of the 
hope of posterity, the rajah strangely imputed this un­
happy event to enchantments practised by the Baie 
Sahebs, (widows of Tuljajee,) by means of a Persary. 
He even accused them of plotting, by the same abomin­
able arts, against his own life ; and, after condemning 
the Persary to be hanged, for the alleged witchcraft, he 
caused a proclamation to be publicly read under the 
windows of the Baie Sahebs's residence, accusing them 
of instigating the wretched man to this atrocious crime. 
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While the rajah thus unjustly accused the widows of his 
late brother, he himself was guilty of something more pal­
pably injurious, by causing a quantity of chillies, (long pep­
per,) and other ingredients, to be burnt under the windows 
of Serfojee's apartments; by which he and his attendants 
were nearly suffocated. 

The following translation of a letter from Serfojee to 
l1is venerable friend and guardian, describes, with great 
simplicity, and with every appearance of truth, other 
instances of persecution and annoyance which he was 
then enduring. It will be read with some interest, as the 
production of a Hindoo prince, whose history is so inti­
mately connected with that of Swartz. 

"I will not," he writes, "again explain the various 
vexations which I have hitherto suffered from Ameer Sing, 
Maha rajah, because you know them, and have mentioned 
them to gol"ernment. 

"Though the governor has often admonished Ameer 
Sing to behave friendly lo me, he has disregarded all 
exhortations. 

"That I still live, I owe lo the kindness of govern­
ment. 

"I will only mention one of the last griernnces caused 
by Ameer Sing. Sultshana Baie Saheb behaved to me 
as a mother from my infancy. Upon her recent death, 
I wished to honor her by performing the funeral rites. 
But as the gol'ernor and council determined that Ameer 
Sing should fulfil that duty, I was quiet. As he insisted 
upon it, he should have performed it; but instead of this, 
he sent a hired man, and he himself went out of the Fort 
as soon as the corpse was carried away; which disrespect 
to my mother grieved me very much. 

"lie continues to torment us. l\ly teachers he prevents 
from coming to me. l\ly servants he confines; so that 
hardly any one will stay with me. When a merchant 
comes to sell cloth to me, the merchant and his cloth are 
detained. I would mention many things more; but why 
should I trouble you with all my griefs 7 I entreat you 
to send this my letter to the honorable Board, and to 
beseech them either to call me to Madras, which I heartily 
wish, or to put a guard of Europeans near the gate, to 

28 
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protect me and my two mothers ; or to give me a room 
out of the Fort, in your garden. 

'' I entreat you to lay my grief before the honorable 
Board. Now they can help me; and I trust that they 
will protect me." 

In transmitting the preceding letter to Sir Charles 
Oakley, who had succeeded to the pre5idency at l\ladras, 
l\ll r. Swartz, after confirming the complai11ts of Serfojee 
from his own knowledge, and particularly noticing the 
confinement of a brahmin in his service, informed the 
governor, that on hearing of the latter circumstance he 
wrote to the rajah, requesting to know whether this had 
been done by his order, and reminding him, that it was alto­
gether contrary to the will of the honorable Iloard, and 
to the decree of the Court of Directors, of !\lay 6, li91. 

"The animosity," he added, "is rather too great; RO 

that if some effectual means are not used, none knows 
what may happen." 

In another letter to Sir Charles Oakley, he observed, 
that the rajah was in so dreadful an ag-itation, "that it 
would not he surprising if he shonld fall into a state of 
sickness, which he without doubt would ascribe to witch­
craft." 

"That Serfojee, and the ladies," he continued, "arc in 
danger, is very obvious and acknowledged by all. They 
have desired me to acquaint Lord Cornwallis with all this 
shameful work." 

The general impression which the extraordinary con­
dnct of the rajah, thus detailed, produced both at Tanjore 
and l\Iadras, was that he was disordered in his intellects, 
and he was informed by government that he would not be 
intrnsted with the management of his country, until his 
mind should be more composed. In fact, it was found 
necessary, for this and other reasons, to retain the admin­
istration of the revenue for a few months longer. 

It is remarlrnhle that, in r,onsequence of the rajah's 
former ill-treatment of Srrfiljee, government ha<l been in­
duced to consult Mr. Swartz as to the expediency of 
removing hoth him and the widow queens to l\ladras, and 
of declaring Scrfojee presnmptive heir to the Musnnd. 
llefore, howe\·er, the despatch containing that proposition 
could hal'e reached Tanjore, l\lr. Swartz's Jetter to Sir 
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Charles Oakley, communicating the rajah's outrageous 
behavior, arrired; and left no doubt as to the necessity of 
remo1·ing Serfojee immediately from hi, perilous situation. 
Orders were accordingly tra.nsmitted to Tanjore, that 
Serfojee and the flaie Sahebs :::lwuld be rescued from the 
vexatious interference of Ameer Sing; ancl that they and 
such members of their family as were ll'illing to accompany 
them, should be invited to .'.\Iadras, ll'here they would live 
unmolested, and the education of Serfojcc, which had 
hitherto been much impeded, might be duly attended to. 

On the 21st of November this plan, :;o contrary in some 
respects to the usual habits of II indoo females, ll'as carried 
into effect. A detachment of the company's troops, with 
the assistance of Mr. Swartz, accomplished the removal of 
Serfojee and the widoll's, from the palace of the late rajah, 
without occasioning the least di,turbance. They soon 
afterwards left Ta11jore, and 011 the IUth of January, li93, 
the whole party, accompanied by their foithlul friend aud 
protector, safely reached the presidency. A rnrcr Sing, 
dreading the exposure of his folly, used his utmost endeav­
ors to }lrevail upon them to remaiu; but they could not 
be persuaded to forego their intention. In addition to the 
immediate object of their pen-onal safely and comfort, 
they had resolred to take this opport11n11y of stating their 
conviction of thP- 1·alidity of Serfojee's adoption, and of 
obtaining such a full ime~tigation of his clnims as might 
lead to the deposition of Ameer Sing, and the.elevation of 
Serfojee to the throne. 

The proceedings, which at length issued in the accom­
plishment of thc,e important e1·e11ts, appear to have com­
menced by communications on the part of the widows of 
the late rajah, and of I\Jr. Swartz, as the guardian of 
Serfojce, to Loni Cornwallis, who had recently gi1·en 
peace to India at the close of an arduous and successful 
contest ll'ith Tippoo Sultan. These consisted of docu­
ments and proofs so clear a11d i;atisfoctory, that 110 doubt 
could be eutertained as to the result of the i1m"'stigation; 
and it may seem dillicult to account for the delay which 
took place in bringing it to a conclusion. The return of 
the go1·ernor-genernl to Europe, in the course of that year 
might, perhaps, have contribu,ed to it. Certain it is, that 
it was 11ot till four years after11;:mls, that the question was 
finally decided. It will, therefore, be expedient to sus­
pend the farther consideration of it.Lill that period. 
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In the mean time, it may not be irrelevant to observe, 
that the administration of the revenue of Tanjore was re­
stored to Ameer Sing, in July li!)3, an arrangement 
which the Court of Directors would willingly have deferred 
till the determination of the inqniry into the rights of 
Scrfojee. 

During the assumption of Tanjorc by the Madras gov­
ernment, the judicial regulations proposed by l\Ir. Swartz 
were carried into effect by the collectors with much benefit 
to the inhabitants. But no sooner had the management 
of the country again devolved on Amcer Sing, than the 
old system of mal-administra.tion recommenced; Shevarow 
and his br_others regained, and even increased, their 
former ascendancy; having the rajah so completely in 
their power, that they did not scruple openly to declare 
that he owed his elevation to them, and that whenever 
they pleased they were able to dethrone him. 

l\Ir. Swartz having settled Serfojee and his relatives 
satisfactorily ~t. the presidency, he consented, at the earnest 
desire of his missionary brethren, to spend some time at 
Vepery near Madras with Mr. Gerickc, to assist that ex-
cellent man in his laborious work. • 

" Here," he says, writing to a friend in England, " I 
have carefully observed the regulations made by Mr. 
Gericke, his admirable order respecting divine service, in 
the Malabar, Portuguese, and English tongues. On Sun­
day mornings, he preaches to the Tamulian or l\lalabar 
congregation, in the afternoon, to the Portuguese, and in 
the evening to the English. He catechises every evening 
in one of these languages. I confess it has gi,·en me 
great satisfaction to behold that all is <lone with the greatest 
regularity and propriety. I am now his assistant in this 
delightful work. l\l ay God soon send him a faithful fel­
low-la borer! l\ly ,lear lirother, you may assure our ven­
eral.ile superiors that they will rejoice at the last day, in 
beholding the fruits of that work which they piously sup­
port." 

The mutual tes1imony of two such men, as Swartz and 
Gericke, eminently sincere and simple as they both were, 
is peculiarly grati1:,ring. It was probably about this period, 
that the latter gave the following brief, but beautiful sketch 
of his venerable senior to his friends in Germany, which, 
though varying in some iuteresting traits, so closely re-
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sembles the portraits previously drawn by i\Ir. Chambers 
and l\Ir. Cammerer, that it is impossible not to feel assured 
of the fidelity of each description to the admirable original. 

"I found him," says J\lr. Gerickc, "as healthy and 
vigorous as he was several }'ears ago. IIe ,levotes four 
hours e1·ery day to the instruction of English and Tamul 
children, and such natil'e Christians as are prepared for 
baptism ; after which he enters into the most cheerful and 
edifying conversation with those who visit him. 

" The purity of his mind, his disinterestedness and 
strict integrity, his active zeal for the prosecution of the 
mission, and his constant attention to the temporal as well 
as spiritual prosperity of the native Christians, his inde­
fatigable exertions to procure them the means of subsist­
ence, his pastoral wisdom and charity, his fenor in prayer, 
his eminent talent of engaging the attention e1·e11 of mixed 
companies by the manner and tone of his conl'ersation, 
his peculiar skill in noticing defects and repro1·ing faults 
with so friendly and cheerful an air, that even the highest 
and proudest are not offended-these, and many other ex­
cellent qualities, but rarely found together, render him 
universally beloved and respected; and e1·en the whole of 
his outward deportment, his silver locks, and serenely 
beaming eye, and all the fe,ttures of his countenance, are 
calculated to inspire both veneration and affection. 

"1 spent a whole week with this patriarch, in a very 
delightful manner, and almost forgot in his society that I 
was sick." 

During his stay with l\Ir. Gerickc, Swartz, in a letter 
to the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, dated 
Madras, Feb. 3, 17!);3, after observing that the admoni­
tions and pious wishes of the Society, expressed in their 
secretary's correspondence, were receirnd with due 1·en­
eration, and that he and his brethren had during the pre­
ceding year been preserved and encouraged in proclaiming 
the good tidings of salvation to the heathen arouml them, 
thus details the apparently alarming circumstances relating 
to the conversion of some of the natives which were before 
briefly alluded to. 

"Many of them," he writes, "were baptized last year, 
and particularly some of those called kallar, who are looked 
upon as the worst, and somewhat resemble the thievish 
Arabs. These people having been instructed two months, 
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were baptized. Being baptized we insisted upon their 
becoming industrious in their proper business. All of 
them had very good fields, which they were exhorted to 
cultivate. To these exhortations we added ocular i11spec­
tio11. I went and visited them in their villages. Ilaving 
examined them in respect of their knowledge, and pra)·ed 
with them, which was commonly done in the presence of 
a great many heathens, I desired to sec the fruits of their 
inuustry; on which they fully satisfied me. I then ex­
horted them to be honest, in paying the usual rent to gov­
ernment, which they soon did in a pleas'ing manner. The 
appearance was agreeable, and the prospect hopeful. 

" As the water-courses in their district had not been 
cleaned for fifteen years, by which neglect the cultivation 
was impeded, and the harvest le~sened, I entreated the 
collector to advance a s11m of money to clear them, prom­
ising to send people to inspect the work. The work was 
completely done, and those inhabitants who formerly, for 
want of water, had reaped only four thousand large 
measures, called kalam, reaped now fourteen thousand 
kala111s, and rejoiced in the increase. The whole district 
reaped 11early one hundred thousand kalams more than 
they had done the preceding year. 

" But this our joy was soon turned into grief. The 
heathens observing that many of their relations wished to 
embrace Christianity, and that such as had been baptized 
refused to joir:i in their plundering expeditions, assembled 
and formed an encampment, threate11ing to extirpate 
Chri~tia11ity. Now all looked dismal. l\lany of the 
Christians \\'P.rc encouraged by their relations, who were 
heathens, to form an opposite camp. But I exhorted the 
Christians to malte use of other weapons, viz. prayer, 
humility, and patience; telling them in strong term~, that 
if they became aggressors, I should disown them. This 
disturbance lasted four months, and hecame very serious, 
as the malcoutents neglected the cultivation of their own 
fields, and deterred others from doiug it. I wrote to these 
misguided people, (for they had mischierous guides,) sent 
catechisls to t!iem, exhorted them not to commit such 
horrid sins, and reminded them that my former endea1•ors, 
so henr.ficial to them, had not merited such treatment. 
At last finding no opposition from the Christians, and not 
being willing to be looked upon as the aggressors, all went 
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to their homes and work, ploughing and sowing with 
double diligence. l\Iy heart rejoiced at the kind o,·er­
ruling providence -surely he is a God that hcareth 
prayer." 

Tocrether with the preceding lellcr, Swartz transmitted 
one from l\Jr. Jrenicke, who had returned to Tanjore, 
which contained a gratifying report of his tabors iu con­
junction with Sattianaden, who occasionally preached for 
him in his natirn language, at Palamcotta. "The Euro­
peans," he obsen·ed, "regularly frequented the church, 
to which they were encouraged by the good example of 
the commanding officer. The Christians in the Tinne­
velly district generally resided in the country, and formed 
several congregations. For their use, he had erected 
some chapels, at the expense of l\lr. Swartz. l\lany of 
those com·erts were Chri8tians, not in name 011ly but in 
reality. There is e\'ery reason to hope," he added, "that 
at a future period Christianity will prevail in the Tinne­
velly country. Himself and Sauianaden had sel'ernlly 
made journies into parts of the country where the word of 
God had never been preached ; and the people were gen­
erally attenti,·e, and desirous of hearing; they assembled 
in hundreds, and showed him every respect, and numbers 
had conrlucted him from village to village. Sattianatlcn 
had experienced the same allention. l\lore than thirty 
persons came afterwards to Palamcotta lo be instructed 
and baptizcd. Such happy effects," he remarked, "would 
often be experienced, could such journeys be frequently 
repeated." 

In a po~tscript to this letter, l\lr. Swartz added, that 
iince his arriral at Madras, he had frequently con,·ersed 
with Sir Charles Oakley, and represented to him the use­
fulness of the pro,·incial schools, in consequence of which 
the governor had consented to the establishment of one 
or two more, as soon as opportunities should occur. h 
appears also that he obtained from the gol'Crnment a 
monthly allowance of forty pagodas for the Protestant 
poor at Negapatam. This sum still continues to be paid, 
and is distributed under the direction of the Society's 
missionaries. 

It was in the course of this year that Swartz lost his 
distinguished and valued friend, l\lr. Chambers. 
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It will readily be imagined that the loss of a friend so 
highly and so justly esteemed as Mr. Chambers, must have 
been deeply felt by Swartz. It is remarkable, however, 
that men who, like him, have a strong and habitual im­
pression of the frailty and uncertainty of all human things, 
combined with a lirnly faith in the infinite importance and 
permanent reality of things eternal, with an unshaken 
confidence in the wisdom and goodness of God, and with 
an animating hope of future happiness, are accustomed to 
express themselves with great calmness and moderation 
under the trials and vicissitudes of life, anrl to be chiefly 
anxious to promote submis~ion to the will of God, and 
acquiescence in the dispensations of his prol"idence. Such 
was eminently the characteristic of Buchanan, and such 
is the tenor of the following letter to the widow of Mr. 
Chambers; which, if it should be thought deficient in the 
warm expression of sympathizing sorrow, breathes the 
most exalted spirit of Christian resignation, and imparts 
the richest conscilatiou. 

"Dear Madam,-The loss of a dear husband, which 
you have sustained, is felt by you; and as he was my dear 
friend, with whom I had contracted an i11ti1r.ate friend­
ship, is, you may be sure, felt by me. But God, who is 
the giver of our life, has a right to take it from us when­
ever he pleaseth. 

"If we die in the Lord, united to him who has re­
deemed u~, and having a share in his precious atonement, 
we are gainers by death, though the survirors may lose. 
It is therefore our duty to be resigned to the will of our 
Lord. 'Not my will, but thine, 0 Father, be done!' 
This is the most uifficult lesson; but at the same time a 
lesson which is attended with the greatest blessing. It is 
natural to shed a tear over the gra\·e of our dear friends; 
but it is truly Chri,tian to resign our will to the will of 
God. 

" Whatever you, dear madam, or your children have 
lost by the death of our friend, God is able aud willing to 
make it up. 

"When we give our hearts to him, we promise that we 
will be pleased with the ways in which he leads us. 

"When our friends are called away, we arc to remem­
ber that they are with the Lord; and that it is our happi-
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ness to be disengaged from the world, and to become 
heavenly minded. l\lay the death of our deceased friend 
move our hearts to look upwards, and to be prepared for 
the coming of our Lord! 

"God, who is the friend of widows and the father of 
the orphan, will, no doubt, take care of you and your chil­
dren. Put your trust in him, and all will be well. 

"Commending you and your dear children to the care, 
protection, and blessing of a reconciled God, I am sin­
cerely, dear madam, your affcc1ionate friencl and humble 
servant, C. F. SwARTZ. 

"Cudda.lore, Oct. 5, 17!J3." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Debate in Po.rliament on the rcnewo.l of the East India Company'• 
Charter in 17!1:l-Lettcr of Mr. Swartz in reply to some reflec­
tions of Mr. M. Campbell on :\lissionaries, in the course of that 
debate-Letters lo friends-Revival of the discussion respecting 
the validity of Scrfojee's adoption, and his title to the Musnud­
Proceedings at the two Presidencies of Madras and Bengal-Im­
portant services of l\lr. Swartz upon this occasion-High testi­
mony to his chamcter by Sir John Shore-Complete establishment 
ofSerfoj~e•s claims-Appointment of two new missionaries-Sir 
A. Johnstone--Declining health of l\lr. Swartz-His devout and 
interesting reflections on this subject. 

UPON the renewal of the charter of the East India Com­
pany, in the year li!);J, it was resolred in :i. committee of 
the House of Co1nmons, " that it is the peculiar and 
bounden duty of the legislature to promote, by all just and 
prudent means, the interest and happiness of the inhabi­
tants of the British dominions in India; ancl that for these 
ends such measnres ought to be adopted as may gradually 
tend to their advancement in useful knowledge, and to 
their religio11s a11d moral improvement." In pursuance of 
this wise and benevolent resolution, a distinguished mem­
ber of the House,* who was npon all occasions the zealous 
advocate of plans calculated to advance the interests of 
humani1y and religion, and to ameliorate the condition of 
mankind, proposed certain clauses in the Bill then in 
progress for the renewal of the Company's charter, in favor 
of the est11blish111ent of free schools and the encourage­
ment of Christian missionaries in India. 

Important as this proposition was, and directly accord-

• The late William Wilberforce, Esq. 
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ing with the prufessed intentions of the legislature, it was 
one which had at that period excited so liule public atten­
tion or concern, that considering the prejudices of many 
persons, both in and out of P~rliament, connected with 
India, it is not surprising that_ 1t should be unfavorably 
recei1•ed. The late Lord l\lelnlle, then at the head of the 
Board of Control, acknowledged the importance of the 
measure, and promised not to lo~e sight of it, but expressed 
his doubts as to its present expediency, and his wish to 
obtain fuller information upon the subject. l\lr. Wilber­
force, in cousequence, consented to withdraw the clauses in 
question; pledging himself, however, to bring them for­
ward upon some future and more propitious occasion.* 

In the course of the debate upon this interesting subject, 
l\lr. l\lontgo111ery Campbell, who h:id a few years since 
held an oflicial situation at l\Iaclrns, took occasion to cast 
some serere reflections on the character of the natil'e con-
1·erts on the coast of Coromandel ; and 11 hile speaking in 
terms of high and desened respect ,,f Swartz, to depre­
ciate the value of his labors, and to treat as ri~ionary the 
hope of con1·erti11g the llindoos to Christiauity. The 
report of these injurious obsen·atio11s ha\'ing reached him, 
uuaccustomed as he was to conlro\'ersv, a11d alihorrent as 
c1·ery appearance of boasting was fro111· his di,position and 
habits, he felt it to be his duty to 1·i11dicate lioth his con­
rnrts aud him~clf from the unjust asperoions which had 
been thrown upon them, and to as~ert the bC'11eficial results 
of missionary exertion i11 India. 

With this 1·iew, he addressed a lellf'f to the secretary of 
the Society for Pro111oting Chri~tian Knoll'leclge, in which 
he triumphantly replied to the animadl'ersio11s of his pnr­
liamentary oppone11t, and nohly 1·i11dicated the cause of 
missions. " Perhap~," obsen·es a 1·ery competent judge 
upon this subject,t "no Christian defence has appeared 
in these Inlier ages more chnracteristic of the apo~tolic 
simplicity and primiti1·e energy of truth, than this apology 
of the \'enernble Swartz." 

• How nobly this t~uly Christian s~n:itor redeemed his pledge, 
may be seen by 1efrmng lo the proceedings in parlbment twenty 
years afterwards; whC'n an ecclesiastical establishm~nl was provided 
for Tiritish India, and facilities were afforded to Christian missions 
in that country. 

t Dr. Buchanan.-Ecclesiastical l\lemoir. 
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The letter itself contains various particulars respecting 
the beneficial influence of Christianity, and of the excel­
lent missionary and his fellow-laborers in the south of 
India, which have been already detailed in these i\Iemoirs; 
but though many of the events and circumstances to which 
he refers have been thus anticipated, there is a vividness 
and variety in the manner in which they are related, 
which invests them with fresh interest, and co111pensates 
for any repetition in the narrative. Some additioual facts 
also are mentioned, which, combined with the manly 
sense and elevated piety which it contains, tend greatly to 
strengthen the general effect of this admirable defence of 
Christian missions. The letter is as follows:-

'' Tanjore, Feb. 13, li!J4. 
"Rernrend and dear Sir,-As his l\lajcsty's 74th regi­

ment i~ partly stationed at Tanjore, and par1ly at Vellum, 
six English miles distant from Tanjore, we commonly go 
once in a week to Vellum, to perform divine service to 
four companies of that regiment. 

"When I lately went to that place, the 2101h number 
of a newspaper, called the Courier, Friday evening, May 
24, 1703, was communicated to me. 

"In that paper, I found a paragraph, delivered by Mr. 
Montgomery Campbell, who came out to India with Sir 
Archibald Campbell, in the station of a private secretary, 
wherein my 11ame was mentioned in the following manner. 

"' J\1 r. l\Iontgomery Campbell gave his decided vote 
against the clause, and reprobated the idea of con1·erting 
the Gcntoos. It is true, missionaries have made proselytes 
of the Pariars ; but they were the lowest order of people, 
and had even degraded the religion they professed to em­
brace. 

"' Mr. Swartz, whose character was held rn deservedly 
high, could not ham any reason to boJst of the purity of 
his followers: they were proverbial for their profligacy. 
An instance occurred to his recollection, perfectly in 
point. He had been preaching for many hours to this 
caste of proselytes, on the heinousness of theft, and, in 
the heat of his discourse, had taken off his stock, when 
that and his gold buckle were stolen by one of his virtuous 
and enlightened congregation. In such a 'description of 
natives did the doctrine of the missionaries operate. l\Ien 
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or high caste would spurn at the idea of changing the re­
ligion of their ancestors.' 

"As this paragraph is found in a public paper, I thought 
it would not displease the honorable Society, to make a 
few observations on it; not to boast, (which I detest,) but 
to declare the plain truth, and to defend my brethren and 
myself. 

" About seventeen years ago, when I resided at Trich­
inopoly, I visited the congregation at Tanjore. In my 
road, I arrived very early at a village inhabited by collaries, 
( a set or people who are infamous for stealing;) even the 
name of a collary, (or better, kallar,) signifieth a tliief. 
These collaries make nightly excursions, in order to rob. 
They drive away bullocks and sheep, and whatever they 
can find; for which outrage, they annually pay fifteen 
hundred chakr, or seven hundred and fifty pagodas to the 
rajah. Of this caste of people,* many live in the Tanjore 
country ; still more in Tondiman's country ; and likewise 
in tlm nabob's country. 

" When I arri,·ed at one of those villages, called Puda­
loor, I took off my stock, putting it upon a sand-bank. 
Advancing a little, to look out for the man who carried 
my lineu clothes, I was regardless of the stock; at which 
time some thievish boys took it away. When the inhabi­
tants heard of the theft, they desired me to confine all 
those boys, anrl to punish them as severely as I pleased. 
But I refused to do that, not thinking that the trifle which 
I had lost was worth so much trouble. 

" That such boys, whose fathers arc professed thieves, 
should commit a theft, can be no matter of wonder. All 
the inhabitants or that ~·illage were heathens; not one 
Christian family was found therein.t l\lany or our gen­
tlemen, tral'clling through that village, have been robbed. 
The tritle of a buckle I did therefore not lose by a Chris­
tian, as l\lr. l\lontgomery Campbell will have it, but by 
heathen boys. Neither did I preach at that time. Mr. 
Campbell says that I preached two hours. I did not so 
much as converse with any man. This poor story, totally 

• Obviously resembling the ancient predatory tribes of Scotland. 
I In the year 1809, Mr. Kohlhoff, referring, in 11 letter to the So­

ciety, t,:, tl1is story, mentions that many Christians were then to be 
found in that village. 

29 
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misrepresented, is alleged by l\Ir. 1\1. Campbell to prom 
the profligacy of Christians, whom he called, with a sneer, 
virtuous and cnligl,tcnerl people. If he has no better 
proof, his conclusion is built upon a bad foundation, and 
I shall not admire his logic : truth is against him. 

"Neither is it true, that the best part of those people 
who have been instructed, are pariars. Had l\lr. 1\1. 
Campbell visited, el'Cn once, our church, he would have 
observed that more tlwn two tltii-rls were of tlte ltiglter caste; 
and so it is at Tranquebar and Vepery. 

"Our intention is not to boast; but this I may safely 
say, that many of those who have been instructed, have 
left this world with comfort, and with a well-grounded 
hope of everlasting life. That some of those who have 
been instructed and baptized, have abused the benefit of 
instruction, is certain. But all sincere servants of God, 
nay, e1·en the apostles, have experienced this grief. 

"It is asserted, that a missionary is a disgrace to any 
country. Lord J\Iacartney, and the late General Coote, 
would have entertained a very different opinion. They, 
and many other gentlemen, know and acknowledge, that 
the missionaries have been beneficial to government, and 
a comfort to the country. This I am able to prove in the 
strongest manner. l\lany gentlemen, who live now in 
England, an<l in this country, woul<l corroborate my 
assertion. 

"That the Rev. l\Ir. Gerickc has been of eminent service 
at Cuddalore, every gentleman, who was at that place 
when the war broke out, knows. He was the instrument, 
in the hands of Providence, by which Cuddalore was 
sa-red from plunder and bloodshed. Ile saved many 
gentlemen from becoming prisoners to Hyder, which 
Lord l\Jacartney kindly acknowledged. 

"When Negapatam, that rich and populous city, fell 
into the dePpest porcny, by the unavoidable consequences 
of war, l\Ir. Gericke licha\'('d like a father to the distressed 
iuhabiLants. IIe for~ot that he had a family to provide 
for. l\Iany impoverished families were supported by him; 
so that when I a few months ago, preached an<l admin­
istered the ~acrnment in that place, I saw many who 
owed their own and their chil<lre11's lives to his disinter­
ested care. Surely this, my friend, could not be called a 
disgrace to that place. When the honorable Society 
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ordered him to attend the congregation al l\ladras, all 
lamented his departure. And at l\ladras, he is esteemed 
by the governor, and many other gentlemen, to this day. 

"It is a most disagreeable task to ~peak of one's self. 
Howe,·er, I hope that the honorable S0ciety will not look 
upon some observations which I am ahout to make, as a 
vain and sinful boasting, but rather as a necessary se)f. 
defence. Neither the missionaries, nor any of the Chris­
tians, ha,·e hurt the welfare of the country. 

"In the course of the late war, the fort of Tanjore was 
in a very critical condition. A powerful enemy was near; 
the people in the fort numerous; and not provision even 
for the garrison. There was grain enough in the country, 
but we had no bullocks to bring it into the fort. When 
the country people formerly brought paddy into the fort, 
the rapacious dubashes depri1·ed them of their due pay. 
Hence, all confidence was lost; so that the inhabitants 
drove away their cattle, ref11si11g to assist the fort. The 
late rajah ordered, nay, entreated the people, by his man­
agers, to come and help us; but all was in vain. 

"At last, the rajah said to one of o!ir principal gentle­
men,- J,Ve all, you aud I, l,ai•e lost our credit; let us try 
1olietl1er tlie in!tobitants will trust Mr. Swartz. Accord­
ingly, he sent me a blank paper, empoll'ering me to make 
a proper agreement with the people. There was no time 
for hesitation. The sepoys fell doll"n as dead people, 
being emaciated with hunger. Our streets were lined 
with dead corpses e1·ery morning. Our condition was 
deplorable. I sent, therefore, letters, erery where round 
about, promisin!\" to pay e\·ery one with my own hands; 
and to indemnify them for the lo,s of e1·ery bullock which 
might be taken by the enemy. In one or two days, I got 
abol'e a thousand oxen, and sent one of our catechists, 
and other Christians, into the e011ntry. They went at the 
risk of their lives, made all possible haste, and brought 
into the fort, in a v~y short time, eighty thousand kalams. 
By this means, the fort was sal'ed. ,vhen all was over, 
I paid the people, ( e,·en with some money which belonged 
to others,) made them a small present, and sent them 
home. 

"The next year, wl,en Colonel Braithwaite, with his 
whole detachment, was made prisoner, l\Iajor Alcock 
commanded this fort, and behal'ed \"cry kindly to the poor 
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starving people. ,ve were then, a secon<l time, in the 
same miserable condition. The enemy always invaded 
the country, when the harvest was nigh at hand. I was 
again desire<l to try my former expedie1it, and succee<le<l. 
The people, knowing that they were not to be <lcpri\'e<l of 
their pay, came with their cattle. Ilut now the danger 
was greater, as the enemy was very near. The Christians 
conducted the inhabitants to proper places, surely with no 
small danger of losing their lives. A cwrrli11gly t!tey 
wept, and went, and supplied t!tcfort with grain. \Vhen 
the people were paid, I strictly inquirc<l whether any of 
the Christians had taken from them a present. They all 
said, 'No, no! As we were regularly pai<l, \\'e olfercd to 
yo11r catechist a cloth of small value, but he absolutely 
refuse<l it.' 

"Ilut l\1r. 1\1. Campbell says, that the Christians are 
profligate to a proverb. If he were near me, I would 
explain to him who arc the profligate people who drain the 
country. When a dubash, in the space of ten or fifteen 
years, scrapes together two, three, or four lacks of pagodas, 
is not this extortion a high degree of profligacy? Nay, 
government was obliged to send an order, that three of 
those Gentoo dubashes should quit the Tanjore country. 
The enormous crimes committed by the111, filled the 
country with complaints; but I have no min<l to enumerate 
them. 

"It is asserted, that the inhabitants of the country 
would suffer by missionaries. If they arc sincere Chris­
tians, it is impossible that the inhabitants should suffer 
any damage by them; if they are not what they profess 
to be, they ought to be dismisse<l. 

" When Sir Archibald Campbell was governor, and 
Mr. M. Campbell his prirntc secretary, the i11habitants of 
Tanjore were so miserably oppressed by the manager and 
the Madras dubashes, that they quitted the country. Of 
course, all cultivation ceased. In the 111011th of June it 
should commence; but nothing was done, even at the 
beginning of September. Every one dreaded the calamity 
of a famine. I entreated the rajah to remove that shame­
ful oppression, and to recall the inhabitants. He sent 
them word that justice should be done to them ; but they 
disbelieved his promises. lie then desired me to write to 
them, and to assure them, that he, at my intercession, 
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would show kindness to them. I did so. All immediately 
returned; and first of all, the kallar, ( or, as they arc com­
monly called, collaries,) believed my word ; so that sel'en 
thousand men came back on one day. The other inhab­
itants followed their example. When I exhorted them to 
exert themsell'es to the ntmosl, because the time for cul­
tivation was almost lost, they replied in the following 
manner:-' As you !tave showed kindness lo us, you s!tatl 
not !tave reasun to repent of it: we intend to work night 
and day, to show our regard for you.' Sir Archibald 
Campbell was happy when he heard of it; and we had the 
satisfaction of having a better crop than the preceding 
year. 

"As there was hardly any administration of justice, I 
begged and entreated the rajah lo establish it in his coun­
try. '\Veil,' said he, 'let me know wherein my people 
are oppressed.' I rlid so. He immediately consented to 
my proposal, and told his manager, that he should feel his 
indignation, if the oppression did not cease immediately. 
But as he soon died, he did not see the execution. 

" When the present rajah began hi5 reign, I put Sir 
Archibald Campbell in mind of that necessary point. He 
desired me to make a plan for a court of justice; which 
I did; but it was soon neglected by the servants of the 
rajah, who commonly sold justice lo the best bidder. 

" When the honorable Company took possession of the 
country, during the war, the plan for introducing justice 
was rea~sumecl; by which many people were made 
happy. But when it was restored to the rajah, the former 
irregularities took place. 

"During the assumption, government desired me to 
assist the gent:emen collectors. The district towards the 
west of Tanjore had been ,·ery much neglected, so that 
the water-courses had not been cleansed for the last fifteen 
years. I proposed that the collector should advance five 
hundred pagodas to cleanse them. He consented, if I 
would inspect the business. The work was begun and 
finished, being superintended by Christians. All that 
part of the country rejoicei.l in getting one hundred thou­
sand kalams more than before. The inhabitants confessed 
that, instead of one kalam, they now reaped four. 

"No native has suffered by Christians; none has com­
plained of it. On the contrary, one of the richest in-

21)"' 
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habitants said to me, 'Sir, if you send a person to us, 
send us one who has learned all your ten commandmeuts.' 
For he and many hundred natives had been present 
when I explainccl the Christian doctrine to heathen and 
Chri~tians. 

"The inhabitants dreacl the conduct of a l\Iadras 
clubash. These people lend money to the rajah, at an 
exorbitant interest, a11d then are permitted to collect their 
111011P.y and interest in an appointed clistrict.* It is need­
less tn mention the consequences. 

" \Vhen the collaries committed great outrages, in their 
plundering expeclitions, sepoys were sent out to adjust 
matters; but it had no effect. Government desired me to 
inquire into that thievish business. I therefore sent letters 
to the head eollaries. They appeared. We found out, 
in some degree, how much the Tanjore and Tondiman's 
and the nabob's collaries, had stolen ; and we insisted 
upon restoration, which was clone accordingly. At last, 
all ga1·e it in writing, that they would steal 110 more. 
This promise they kept very well fur eight month~, and 
then they began their old work; however, not as before. 
Ilad that inspection over their concluct been continued, 
they might hue been made useful people. I insisted 
upon their cultivating their fields, which they readily dicl. 
Ilut if the clemands become exorbitant, they ha1·e no 
resource, as they think, but of plundering. 

" At length, some of the thievish collaries desired to bo 
instructed. I said, 'I am obliged to instruct you ; but I 
am afrairl that you will prove very bad Christians.' Their 
promises were fair. I instructed them; and when they 
had a tolerable knowledge, I baptized them. I then 
exhorted them to steal no more, but to work industriously. 
After that, I visited them, and, having examined their 
knowledge, I desired to see their work. I obsen·ed with 
pleasure, that their fields were excellently cultivated. 
'Now,' said I,' one thing remains to be clone. You must 
pay your tribute readily, ancl not wait till it is exacted by 
military force;' which, otherwise, is their custom. Soon 
after thal, I found that they had paid off their tribute 

• This flagrant abuse was a few years afierwnrds corrected, by the 
lrnnsfcr of the collection of the revenue from the rnjnh to the East 
India Company. 
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exactly. The only complaint against those Christian 
collaries was, th:it they refused to go upon piundering 
expeditions, as they had done before. 

"Now, I am well aware that some will accuse me of 
having boasted. I confess the charge willingly, but lay 
all the blame upon those who have constrained me to com­
mit that folly. I might have enlarged my account; but, 
fearing that some characters would hare suffered by it, 
I stop here. One thing, however, I affirm, before God and 
man, TIIAT IF CIII\ISTIANITY, IN ITS PLAIN AND UNUIS· 
GUISED Fon~,. WERE l'ROPEI\LY rno~JOTED, TIH: COUNTRY 
WOULD NOT SUFl'ER, llUT JlE JlENEFITED Ill' IT, 

"H Christians were employed in some important 
ofiices, they should, if they mishcha,·ed, be doubly pun­
ished; but to reject them entirely, is not right, and dis­
coura!!eth. 

"The glorious God and our blessed Redeemer, com­
manded his apostles to preach the gospel to all nations. 
The knowledge of God, of his dirine perfections, and 
of his mercy to mankind, may he abused; hut there is 
no other method of reclaiming men, than hy instructing 
them well. To hope that the heathens will lead a good 
life, without the knowledge of God, is a chimera. 

"The praise bestowed on the heathens of this country 
by many of our historians, is refuted by a close ( [ might 
1tlmost say, a superficial) inspection of their )ires. l\lany 
historical works arc more like a romance than history. 
l\lany gentlemen here are astonished how some historians 
have prostituted their talents by writing fables. 

"I am now on the brink of eternity; hut to this mo­
ment I declare that I do not repent of having spent forty­
three years here in the service of my divine l\laster. ,vho 
knows but God may remove some of the great obstacles 
to the propagation of the gospel? Should a reformation 
take place amongst the Europeans, it would no doubt be 
the greatest blessing to the country. 

"These observations I beg leave to lay before the 
honorable Society, with my humble thanks for all their 
benefits bestowed on this work, anr\ sincere wishes that 
their pious and generous endeavors to disseminate the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ, may be beneficial 
to many thousands. 
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"I am sincerely, Reverend and clear Sir, your affec­
tionate brother an<l humble servant, 

"C. F. Sw ARTZ." 

Various reflections present themselves on the perusal 
of this admirable letter. The circumstance which oc­
casioned it, and which proved to have been so entirely 
distorted and misrepresented by l\lr. l\lontgomery Camp• 
bell, affords a striking example of the little dependence 
which can be placed on accounts of missionaries and their 
proceedings, which are not unfrequently given to the world 
by those who boast of their personal and local knowledge; 
but who are either unfriendly or indifferent to the propa­
gation of Christianity in heathen countries. It is remark­
able, also, that a few months only before l\Ir. Campbell 
brought forward his charges against the converts on the 
coast of Coromandcl, the important reformation which 
Swartz details had been effected, by the blessing of God 
upon his labors, among the very class of people who had 
been so unjustly stigmatized as Christian thieves. The 
pagan collaries, in consequence, assembled, and threatened 
to extirpate Christianity out of their country ; but were, 
at length, persuaded, by the exhortations of Swartz and 
his catechists, and the mild and patient conduct of their 
converted countrymen, to desist from their opposition, and 
returned to their habitations in peace. 

Nothing can he more convincing and triumphant thau 
the evidence thus adduced in fa\'Or of the beneficial in­
fluence of Christianity on the temporal interests of heathen 
nations; while the singular ability, the genuine modesty, 
and the elevated piety of the venerable missionary, throw 
additional light on the extraordinary excellence of his 
character, and the value of his Christian labors. It is 
but justice to l\lr. Campbell to add, that on finding how 
completely Swartz had replied to his misrepresentations, 
he wrote and apologized to him; and excused himself by 
assuring him that his speech had been erroneously re• 
ported in the newspapers. It can scarcely be regretted 
that any statement, however inaccurate, should have been 
the occasion of calling forth so noble a defence of his 
mission, and so fine au illustration of his character, as the 
preceding letter affords. 

The correspondence of Swartz, never very extensive 
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or voluminous, was now becoming less frequent and com­
municative; and his letters, like the visits of those angelic 
spirits with whom he was ere long to he associated, were 
"few and far between." The following to i\l r. and l\lrs. 
Duffin was written in this year, and proves how \"igorously 
he was still engaged in duty, how watchfully he was 
trimming his lamp, how sincerely he loved his friends, 
and how ardently he was aspiring to the happiness of 
_eternity. 

" 1\1 y dear Friends,-Your kind letters of Dcc. 30, 
li9:!, and 10th of April, 1793, I have receired, and 
rejoice that you are so happily situated in lhe company 
of Colonel and l\lrs. Flint. 

"I bless God that in my sixty-eighth year I can go 
through all my duties with tolerable ease. Some months 
ago I visited Cuddalore and Negapatam, when I com­
monly preached thrice every day, viz. in English, Portu­
guese, and l\Ialabar. l\ly dear friends here are likewise 
well. l\Ir. Kohlhoff thinks often of you and the kindness 
you showed him at \Varriore. Your letters I communi 
catcd to Colonel and Mrs. Knox. Both are well, with 
their daughter. 'l'he place they do not like; almost two 
thirds of the people died by a dreadful famine which 
lasted three years. 

" Whether I shall write again is uncertain. Our time, 
our life, is in the hands of God. One thing is certain, 
namely, t!tat we 11111st die. But if we die in the Lord, 
united to Jesus, interested in his atonement, and actuated, 
at least in some degree, by his Spirit, and having a well­
grounded hope of crerlasting life, all is well-Death has 
lost his sting, that is, his power to hurt us. 0 ulessed 
eternity ! 

" You know, my clear friends, that I have loved you. 
I lorn you still. l\ly love was not founded on a selfish 
interest. No, I wish to sec you in a happy eternity. 
There we shall praise him who has redeemed us with his 
blood, and sanctified us with his Spirit. 

"\Vherever we are, we are tempted by the world-by 
the fine, polite world above all. 'Lore not the world,' 
its proud, ambitious, covetous and sensual conduct. Love 
Him who laid down his life for us. 

" Remember me to Colonel and l\lrs. F. Tell them 
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that I wish to be with them in the house of my heavenly 
Father. I am now on the brink of eternity. Oh! when 
shall I sec God, and praise him for ever 1 When shall 
I be perfectly wise, holy, and happy-when shall I live 
for ever 7 

"To the lore of God and Jesus Christ, I commend 
you both, and Colonel and l\lrs. F., and am sincerely, to 
the last breath of my life, dear friends, your most obedi­
ent humble servant." 

On the 10th of April li!).3, he wrote as follows to the 
same friends. 

"I praise God for his mercy which he has bestowed 
upon me. Though I am now in the sixty-ninth year of 
my age, I still am able to perform the ordinary functions 
of my office. Of sickness I know little or nothing. How 
long I am to say so, my Creator and Preserver knows. 
My only comfort is the redemption made by Jesus Christ. 
He is, and shnll be, my wisdom. By him I hnve receired 
the salutary knowledge which leads me to the favor of 
God. He is my righteousness. By his atonement I have 
pardon of my sins; being clothed in his righteousness, 
my sins will not appear in judgment against me-they 
are blotted out by the atoning blood of Jesus. He is like­
wise my sanctification. In his holy life I best learn the 
whole will of God, and by his Spirit I shall daily be 
encouraged and strengthened to hate every sin, nnd to 
walk in the way of the commandments of God. He is, 
and I hope he will be, my redemption. By him I shall 
be delivered from all evil, and maue eternally happy. 

"Let others glory in what they please : I will glory in 
Christ Jesus, the only and perfect author of all happiness. 
Should I presume to rely on my own virtue, I should 
despair. Though I heartily wish to obey God, and follow 
the example of my Sal'ionr; though I will endearor by 
the grace of God to subdue my indination to sin-yet in 
all this there is, and erer must he, imperfection; so that 
I dare not stand upon so rotten a ground. But to win 
Christ, and to be found in him, in life and death, and 
even in the day of judgment, was St. Paul's wish; this 
has been the wish of all genuine Christians; this shall 
be mine as long as I breathe. This was not a peculiarity 
in St. Paul's character. No ; he admonishes all to follow 
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him in this point. This close adherence to Christ will 
not make us indolent in the pursuit of holiness. It will 
rather impel, strengthen, and cheer us in the work of 
true and Christian holiness. St. Paul wished to be made 
like unto the death of Jesus, which is the summit of true 
holiness. 

"As this, perhaps, may be my last letter to you, I 
cannot but entreat you to follow St. Pat1l, that excellent 
pattern of true goodness. By doing so, you will easily 
withstand and 01•ercome the temptations of a vain world ; 
you will live and die in peace ; and, at last, be received 
into glory. 

"\Ye have known one another a long time on earth. 
!\fay we know one another in a blessed eternity, where 
sin and sorrow never shall disturb us! Watch and pray, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to stand before the Son 
of man, your redeemer." 

With this truly apostolic letter, in which, after the 
example of St. Paul himself, he wrote "the ~ame things," 
but which to him, as to erery real Christian, were ever 
new, and ever supremely interesting and important, 
Swartz, as he had anticipated, closed his invaluable cor­
respondeuce with these belol'Cd friends; one of whom 
still survives, and retains, at a very acirnnced age, in all 
their freshness and fervor, the reverence and affection 
which the virtues of this extraordinary man had so justly 
inspired. 

It will be remembered, that when the widows and the 
adopted son of the late rajah of Tanjore were, in the year 
li!J3, at their earnest request, removed to ,iladras, it was 
stated that one of their chief objects was to bring hefore 
the notice of government the claims of Serfojee to the 
succession to the mu~nucl, founded upon a rnricty of cir­
cumstances which had transpired since the decision of 
Sir Archibnld Campbell in favor of Ameer Sing. Soon 
after their arrival, Mr. Swartz addressed a letter to the 
l\larquess Cornwallis, to part of which reference has been 
already made, in which he ga1•e a brief sketch of the 
history of Serfojee from the period of his adoption to that 
of his remo\·al to i\ladras. 

The question respecting the validity of Serfojce's adop­
tion having been thus formally revived, doubtless, occu-
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pied the immediate attention of gol'ernmcnt; but the time 
necessarily required for the transmission and examination 
of the various documents upon which the determination 
of it depended, not only to Bengal, but also to the Court 
of Directors, occasioned considerable delay. 

During this interval, the mal-administration of affairs 
in Tanjore conti11ued, and even increased. Conflicting 
representations were made by the rajah and the resident 
to the l\ladras government, the former complaining par­
ticularly of the endeavors which were making to invalidate 
his title to the throne, and urging in the strongest manner 
the objections which had originally prevailed to set aside 
the claims of Serfojee. These appear to have been for­
warded to Calcutta, where Sir John Shore, now Lord 
Teignmouth, had sncceeded the .Marquess Cornwallis ns 
governor-general of India, and to have been taken into 
the deliberate consideration of the president in council. 
In a minute, transmitted by that excellent and distin­
guished person, to the Court of Directors, the following 
passage occurs; which is so honorablc at once to the dis­
criminating judgment of the governor-general, and to the 
character of l\lr. Swartz, that it is gratifying to have the 
opportunity of inserting it in these l\lemoirs. 

"Admitting that the authors of the rajah of Tanjorc's 
correspondence arc interested on the one side, and the 
resident and l\lr. Swartz are committecl on the other, it 
may be a matter for consideration to which of the parties 
credit ought to be given. The presiclent has no hesitation 
in declaring, that upon every material point he totally dis­
believes every circumstance that has been urged in the 
rajah's letters, which goes to a contradiction of the repre­
sentations of the resident. 

"With regard to l\h. Swartz, whose name the president 
has never heard mentioned without respect, and who is as 
distinguished for the sanctity of his manners, as for his 
ardent zeal in the promulgation of his religion; whose 
years, without impairing his understanding, have added 
weight to his character; and whose sitnation has enabled 
him to be the protector of the oppressed, and the com­
forter of the afflicted; who, a preacher of the Christian 
faith, and a man without influence, except from character, 
was held in such e~timation by the late rajah, a Ilindoo 
prince, approaching to his dissolution, that he thought him 
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the (iuest person he could consult concerning the man­
aaemcnt of his country, during the minority of his adopted 
s;n Serfojee; and who, displaying more integrity than 
foresight, in the advice he gave, did certainly not prove 
himself the enemy of Ameer Sing, since, at his suggestion, 
he was named Regent-to the solemn assurance of such 
a m1n, the president is compelled to declare his unqualified 
assent; and, upon his information, he can_ f'asily reconcile 
the difference between the personal declarations and the 
letters of the rajah." 

Though it is by no means intended to enter minutely 
into the political affairs of Tanjore at this period, and the 
,·enerable subject of these memoirs ever anxiously a\·oided, 
as far as his sense of duty would permit, any interference 
of this nature, it is absolutely necessary to the elucidation 
of his conduct upon the present occasion, to refer to 
various circumstances respecting which he was required 
to give his deliberate opinion and advice. Li\·ing as he 
had done, during so many years, in habits of friendly and 
confidential intercourse with the princlpal persons at the 
court of Tanjore, as well as with others of all ranks, he 
necessarily acquired a clearer insight into the secret 
springs and motives of action of those around him, than 
could be obtained by any other indi\·idual. The conse­
quence of this extensive information, combined with his 
perfect integri1y and independence, was, that, by degrees, 
he was compelled to take a part, directly or indirectly, in 
almost e1 cry public transaction connected with Ta11jore. 
"The good," as it has bPen ha?pily expressed by a sub­
sequent distin~uished resident at that court,* "naturally 
desired his achice and assistance, the bad were anxious to 
obtain the sanction of his re~pectable name." 

The supreme government having, upon just and elevated 
principles, resolved on fully inrestigating the subject of 
the succession to Tanjore, in addition to the representa­
tions and documents, which had been already laid before 
them by Mr. Swartz and the widows, called upon l\lr. 
Macleod, the late resident, to state all that he knew or 
believed relative to the right of Amcer Sing to the musnud. 
In reply to this requisition, he transmitted a clear and 

* Colonel Blackburne. 
30 
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minute detail of all the circumstances connecle<l with it. 
From this important document,* it appears that soon after 
the decision in farnr of A meer Sing, opinions and sur­
mises beginning to be rnry pre1·alent at Tanjore, as to the 
legality of his title, the resident was induced to make 
various inquiries upon the subject. lie found, from an• 
swers lo questions sent privately to natives \\'ell rnrsed in 
the Hindoo laws, that the supposed defects in the adoption 
of Serfojee, were of no validity, and incapable of being 
substantiated by authorities from the shasters; while, on 
the other hand, many quotations, purporting to be from 
those sacred books, were produced, which clearly evinced 
the legality of all the forms of the adoption. 

These passages were furnished by some of the pundits 
consulted by the late rajah respecting that ceremony, as 
well as by other learned men ; and though the resident 
could not himself \'erify their genuineness, the presumption 
was strongly in their fayor, from the clanger of detection, 
should he at any time bring them publicly forward. Upon 
these grounds, he felt convinced in his own mind of the 
validity of the adoption ; and this con\'iction was strength­
ened by the circumstance, already noticed, of the various 
rewards bestowed by Ameer Sing upon the pundits, who 
had given their opinions in support of his title. He fur­
ther remarked, that these opinions were unaccompi!nied 
by any authorities from the shasters; that some of those 
pundits were incompetent to assert any thing of their own 
knowledge upon the subject; and that one of them had 
actnally confessed, and persisted to the hour of his death 
in acknowledging, that his answers had been giren under 
undue influence. 

All this was corroborated by the treatment of Serfojce, 
while confined in the palace, which has been before de­
tailed, and which the resident had felt himself bound to 
represent to government, in order, as he emphatically ex­
pressed it, "to save the hoy." Of the severity of this 
tre:itment, he mentioned 011c remarkable proof, in addition 
to what has been previo11,ly stated. A bout three months 
after the death of Tuljajec, he and l\Ir. Swartz were 
sitting with the rajah, waiting for Serfojce, who had been 
desired to attend them.· ,vhen he made his appearance, 

• l\Iadras Inclosurcs, vol. xxii. p. 715. 
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"the child," says l\lr. Macleod, " was so dreadfully al­
tered, that though we saw him in his approach down the 
length of an open colonnade, we did not know him, till 
he came within three or four yards of us: he had become 
emaciated and dejected to the greatest degree. He was 
reduced to this cleplorable state, by a series of acts which 
sufficiently evinced that the intention of those who di­
rected them was to remove the boy, whose right they con­
sidered the only obstacle to the rajah's quiet possession of 
the throne. It was at this crisis," he adcls, "that gorern­
ment interposed." 

Such is the outline of lhe case respecting the conflict­
ing claims of Serfojee and Ameer Sing to the musnud of 
Tanjore. To the English gornrnment the clecision of this 
question was a mailer of comparative indi!Terence, inas­
much as the determination of it in favor of either party, 
could not materially affect its interests and inlluence in 
the couRtry. It was, therefore, with perfect integrily and 
impartiality that this important investigation was under­
taken; and the result of it was regulated by the clearest 
and most convincing eviclence. 

To Swartz himself it must hal'e heen a source of heart­
felt satisfaction, that he had lived to conduct the cause of 
Serfojee so nearly to its successful issue. It awaited only 
the final decision of the Court of Directors, which was 
confidently anticipatecl, but which did not arrive till the 
venerable friend of the }"otrng prince had ceased to take 
any interest in the affairs, howe\'er important, of this 
earthly scene. 

In returning to the general narrative of the year 1 i!)G, 
it may be observed, that about this period l\lr. Swartz was 
requested to gil·e some instruction in the principles of the 
Christian religion to the son of a gentleman then resident 
in the neighborhood of Tanjore, who afterwards filled a 
distinguished station in the public service of India,* and 
who still evinces a lively interest in all that relates to the 
welfare of our Oriental empire. "I well remember," says 
that learned and eminent person, " his peculiarly vener­
able and impressive appearance, the tall and erect figure, 
the head white with years, the features on which I loved 

• The Right Honorable Sir Alexander Johnstone, late Chief Jus­
tice of Ceylon, 
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lo look, the minglcd-<lignity and amenity of his demeanor. 
To his pupils, he was more like a parent than a precep­
tor."* The testimony lo the revered missionary is, we 
percei,·e, the same from every quarter, and the impn~ssion 
of his mild and attractive virtues, e1'en on the youngest 
mind, deep and inclelible. 

lu a letter lo the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowleclge, datecl Tanjore, J unc 28, l 7Uu, l\J r. Swartz 
gratefully mentions "God's preservation of his life and 
heallh to the extent of nearly sel'enty years, and his ability 
still to go through his work in church and school, even 
without being much fatigued." 

Towards the close of this year, the Society succeeded 
in obtaining, through Professor Schultz, of Halle, two 
candidates for the mission in India, one of whom was 
destined to the Calcutta station, and the other to the coast 
of CoromandP.I. The earnest wishes so repeatedly ex­
pressed by Swartz for fresh laborcrs, were thus, it was 
hoped, likely to be realized ; and in the spring of the 
following year, after a ,·cry able and eloquent charge by 
the late Archcleacon Owen, who had himself sened with 
distinction as one of the chaplains to the presidency of 
Calcutta, in which, in common with his predecessors in 
this solemn duty, he spoke of Swartz, as of one " whose 
praise in the gospel is indeed great," Messrs. Ringeltaube 
and Holtzberg embarked for Inclia. Of these mission­
aries, however, one soon <JUitted the service of the Society, 
and the other, whose arrival cheered for a time the de­
clining days of his venerable superior, had unhappily 
imbibed the Neologian view!', which already pervaded the 
German U ni\'crsities, and, though spared for !'everal years, 
diminished instead of augmenting the strength and ef­
ficiency of the mission. 

The affection of Swartz for his aclmirablc friend and 
fellow-laborcr, Gcrickc, has already appeared. In his 
journal for this year, he th11s touchingly refers to a do­
mestic allliction of this excellent man, and repeals the 
testimony which he had previously borne to his character. 

"The Lord preserve our dear brother Gericke ! His 
daughter's early death alfected him deeply. His humility, 
contentment, and disinterested conduct, are observed and 

* Lives of Eminent Missionaries, p. ]G!J. 
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appreciJte<l, both by heathens and Christians. I cannot 
suf!iciently praise God for granting me such a humule, 
unwearied, and attentil'e fcllow-]al.,orer. He works from 
morning to night, and is always content." 

On his se\'entieth birth-day, Swartz addressed to his 
friend, Professor Schultz, the following dernut and inter­
esting effusion. 

"Tanjore, Oct. 8, li!JG. 

"Ebenezer ! hitherto the Lord has helpeJ me. To­
day I entered upon my sel'enty-first year. 0 the riches 
of his grace, compassion, and forbearance, which I have 
experienced during sel'enty years! Prai,;e, honor, and 
adoration, are due to a gracious God, Fatl1er, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, for the numerous proofs of his abounding 
grace. Who am I, poor wretched sinner, that thou hast 
led me till now? 0 my God, forsake me not in my old 
age, but let me record, for the encouragement of others, 
the mercy which has spared, pardoned, and comforted 
me; and may they be induced to put their trust in thee! 

"I am still able to go through the labor of instructing 
both young and old, without ueing over fatigued. This 
duty is so great a refreshment to me, that I heartily 
praise God for continued health and strength to declare 
to heathens and Christians his name, who lias sent Christ 
a.s a Saviour, and made him 'our wisdom and ri.:::hteous­
ness, sanctification and redemption.' Let worldlings boast 
as much as they please; my boast is in the Lord, from 
whom alone cometh my salvation." 

The folloll'ing extract from another letter mumates his 
knowledge of the painful departure of some of the German 
churches from the fundamental doctrines of the gospel ; 
and while adverting to his continued, but necessarily 
decreasing labors, announces hi:1 watchful preparation for 
a higher world. 

"Our circumstances are rather depressing, but the 
Lord is never at a loss for means. He can send forth 
laborers into his vineyard. Alas! the faithful laborer3 
are few. 

'' The present condition of the churches in Germany 
is truly deplorable. They hal'e inl"ented a gospel to which 

30"' 
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St. Paul and the other apostles were entire strangers. 
Many reject the doctrine of the atonement, and of the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. 

11 I ham now attained my seventieth year. Hitherto 
the Lord has preserved and protected me. 1 cannot any 
longer un<lertake distant excursious to the heathen ; but 
am still able to perform my ordinary functions, both in 
church and school. I also pay occasional visits to such 
Christians as are dispersed in the \'icinity, for which I 
humbly praise God. I have till now personally instructed 
all those who wished to be baptized, or to receive the 
holy supper. 

11 How much longer God may permit me to occupy my 
station, is known to him alone. ' l\ly times are iu his 
hands.' He has heard my unworthy prayer, that 1 might 
not become quite useless in old age. I consider it one 
of my highest privileges that I can still <laily proclaim his 
name, both among Christians and heathens. A few months 
ago, I seemed standing on the borders of eternity, being 
suddenly seized with a painful oppression on my chest. 
I consider it as a summons from my Lord, to hold myself 
in readiness, al whatsoever hour he may come." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Closing period of l\Ir. Swartz's life-Letters to l\lrs. Chambers, ancl 
to the Society for Promoting Christim Knowleclg~-His prefer­
ence of Celibacy for a l\Iissionary-Ref\ections on his opinio~ 
His last report tn the Society-!\lr. Gerick6 communicates the 
intelligence of his clangerous Illness, and announces his Death­
Details of those events by l\lr. Gerickc, ancl l\lr. Kohlhoff. 

IN eutering upon the closing period of Mr. Swartz's life, 
the following letter to l\lrs. ChambP,rs, written at the 
commencement of the year Ii97, will show his true 
Christian affection for the widow and children of his bo­
loved friend, and the strength and elevation of his piety. 

"Tanjore, Jan. 20, li!li. 

"Dear madam,-1 have received your kind letter along 
with the little books for the benefit of the children.• They 
have been highly pleased with them, and have frequently 
perused them. 

"The account you have been pleased to gi1·e me of 
your and my deceased friend's children is, as you may 
readily conceive, rejoicing my heart. Your children are 
your treasure, which, if they are well educated, you will 
find in heaven ; whereas all other things will leal'e you. 
The modern way of educating children is far from being 
hopeful. To make them useful members of society is 
good; but to make them genuine disciples of Jesus is in­
finitely better. 

" You mention the present corruption of the clergy. 
At the same time you pleasingly add, that in the midst of 

* Doubtless those of his schools. 
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hirelings, Go<l has se1·eral true servants. This I beliere 
with all my heart ; an<l in spite of ri<licule, they arc the 
pillars which support the state more than all political ma­
chines. 

" I rejoice particularly at your delight in abstaining 
from the fashionable ways of the world. How is it possi­
ble to prcscrre faith, lore, au<l hope, in the <lissipations 
which are in 1·oguc 1 Our <lays arc soon gone. Eternity 
is at hand. What will a poor worldling at last feel when, 
leaving the world, he finds himself dcotitute of a lively 
hope of a blcsse<l eternity 1 

" But how comfortable is the cn<l of a genuine <lisciplc 
of Jesus! Adornc<l with his rightcoui;ness, justified and 
absolved from sin, having the joyful testimony of the Spirit 
of Go<l, he quits the world with <lirine comfort. 

"How animating the words of our blessc<l Saviour, 
'Come unto me, all ye that labor an<l are hea1·y laden, 
and I will give you rest!' None but the Redeemer is 
able to give us that desirable blessing. [laving obtained 
mercy, pardon, and peace with God, well may we take 
his yoke upon us. His commandments are then not griev­
ous; his discipline, and e1·en sufferings, are salutary, 
promoting our internal peace of min<l. 

" l\Iay you, dear madam, and your dear children walk 
in the light of his countenance! !\lay God always grant 
you righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost! 

"Remember me to l\lr. Grant, and assure him that I 
frequently remember him. In his present situation he 
may do much goo<l, but will likewise meet 1rith many 
temptations. l\Iay he be strong in the Lord! 

" I remain sincerely, dear ma<lam, your affectionate 
friend, C. F. Sw,unz. 

"The kind present which you left for me in the hands 
of my dear brother, l\tr. Gericke, I hare received, au<l 
thank you heartily for it." 

The day following, Swartz informed the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knoll'leclge, that through the divine 
mercy l\Ir. Kohlhoff and himself had been preserrn<l in 
the enjoyment of health an<l strength, fur which he humbly 
praise<l God. Ifo-particularl_\' mentioned l\Ir. Jccnicke as 
indefatigable in his missionary labors. lie ~cported that 
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in the Tamul school, in which fifty boys and ten girls 
were educated, two of the senior boys were instructed, not 
only in the doctrine, but also in the e1•idences of Chris­
tianity, in order to their being hereafter employed as school­
masters and catechists. The· provincial schools at Tanjorc 
and Cumbagonam were continued as before. As a proof 
of their caution in the admission of the natirc Christians 
to divine ordinances, " ,vhen the holy sacrament," he 
observes, "is administered, ll'e admit no more than-thirty 
or forty at one time, that l\'e may be able to ascertain the 
knowledge of the communicants; hut that all may have 
an opportunity to receil'e, it is administered four or five 
Sundays successil'ely." 

In conclusion, he assures the Society, that their work 
of love in that country was not altogether fruitless; and 
that many would bless God ·through all eternity, for the 
kindness which they had bestowed upon them. 

In another letter to the Society, dated Feb. 22, he ex­
pressed bis most humble thanks, not only for their usual 
stores and presents, but for their additional allowance of 
50[. He abo mentioned the excellent Sattianaden as 
diligent in the discharge of his duties at Palamcotta, and 
as worthy of the gratuity intended for him by the Society. 

It can scarcely be necessary to state that Swartz never 
married. flis solemn and entire dedication of himself to 
the work of a missionary had probably induced him at a 
very earl)' periorl to resolve on a life of celibacy, upon the 
elevated principle suggested by the great apostle to the 
Gentiles,* that he might be unincumbered by domestic 
cares, and free to devote his undivided thoughts and ener­
gies to the senice of Christ. It is not ~urprising, therefore, 
that the choice which he had thus made for himself, he 
should deliberately approve for others engaged in similar 
undertakings. In poiut of fact, he was decidedly un­
friendly to the marriage of missionaries, at least during 
the first years of their ministry. Adrcrting, in the pre­
ceding letter, to the information which he had received of 
the arrirnl of new missionaries in India, and of the proba­
bility that onP- of them would be accompanied by his wife, " 
he thus briefly but pointedly expressed his sentiments upon 
this difficult subject. 

~ 1 Cor. vii. 32, 33. 
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" I confess, dear sir, I was grieved at it. I assure you 
that I honor the state of matrimony as a divinely-instituted 
state; but if a new missionary comes out, he ought to be 
unembarrassed. His first work, besides his attention to 
his personal religion, is the learning of some languages, 
which requires great attention, and unwearied application. 
I will not say that a married man is unable to learn lan­
guages; but this I know from experience in others, that 
the work goes on slowly. Besides, a new missionary who 
comes out in the married state, wants many things lo 
maintain his family decently, which may distract him. If 
one should enter into that state after he had become qual­
ified for his office, the difficulty would be less; but even 
then, he ought to be well assure<l of the real piety of his 
wife ; otherwise, she will he a sore impediment lo him in 
the discharge of his duty." 

The opinion thus expressed by the venerable missionary 
is certainly at variance with that of many others on this 
important point; and some may, perhaps, be disposed to 
think that his view of it was unduly influenced by his 
own feelings and example. No man was, however, more 
perfectly free from prejudice or mere personal considera­
tions in forming his judgment upon nny subject than 
Swartz; and it deserves to be remembered, that from his 
peculiarly social and affeclionale disposition, few men 
were better qualified to impart and to enjoy the happiness 
of a married life. This only proves the sincerity an<l 
strength of that conviction of duty which coul<l reconcile 
him to privations of which he could not but be deeply 
susceptible ; and the remunerating goodness of God, who, 
by the cheering light of his countenance, the visits of his 
grace, and the hopes and visions of his glory, could, even 
in solitude, give to his dernted servant "the desires of his 
heart," and provide for him a sa1isfyi11g portion of per­
sonal happiness. 

The sentiments of such a man, I here fore, more particu­
larly when viewed in connection with those of the apostle, 
already referred to, well deserve the serious consideration 
of all candidates for the office of a missionary. The diffi­
culties and dangers to which those are exposed who follow 
the example of Swartz in a life of celibacy are, doubtless, 
great and ob\'ious; nor should they ever be encountered 
without the deliberate an<l well founded assurauce, which 



TlU: REV. C. F. SWARTZ. 359 

he possessed, of a faith which endures in the hour of trial, 
which effectually purifies the thoughts and imaginations 
of the heart, and which, ornrcoming all the allurements of 
the world, has " respect unto the recompense of the re­
ward." Examples may, indeed, be adduced of married 
missionaries, eminently dernted and successful, who hare 
owed much of their comfort and even of their usefulness, 
to the partners of their labors and their C\ares. Such was 
the pious and admirable Ziegenbalg, yet not before he had 
solidly laid the foundation, and had advanced considerably 
in the promotion of his great work at Tranquebar ;• such 
was Eliot, the apostle of the North American Indians; 
snch was Gerickc, nearest, perhaps, to Swartz himself, in 
zeal, in disinterestedness, in success; and such, to men­
tion no others, hare been, in general, the .Moravian breth-
1'en, pre-eminent, it may almost be said, in the highest 
qualities and achievements of missionary character and 
labor. 

Failures, both in the one class and in the other, might, 
unhappily, be enumerated. The truth seems to be, that 
as in many other points of Christian practice, no certain 
and inrariable rule can be laid doll'll, which shall in all 
cases determine the choice of the missionary concerning a 
married or a single life. l\luch must depend upon cir­
cumstances, of which a truly upright, dernut, and de\·oted 
mind ean alone rigl1tly judge. Two things may, however, 
be safely affirmed upon this subject: the one, that, in 
strict analogy with the apostle's argument before alluded 
to, the preponderance both of reason and experienr,e is, 
in general, in favor of the unmarried missiouary; the 
other, that this preponderance would be greatly lessened, 
if, after the primitive example of the U 11ited Ilrethren, 
Protestant missionaries in the preseut day would deter­
minately consider themselves as ministers of a distinct and 
peculiar order, 11 separated unto the gospel of God;" and, 
if when conscientiously uniting the111selres in marriage, 
they would never forget the apostolic ad111011i1io11, 11 that 
they that ha1·e wives he as though they had none,"-as 
entirely deroted to God, and as simply dependent on his 
providential care, as if, like Swartz, they were aloue in 
the world, and had, like him, or rather, like the blessed 

~ See Preliminary Sketch, p. 22. 
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apostle, whose example he so closely followed, but" one 
thing" to <lo-to fulfil the ministry which they have re­
ceived, "to testify the gospel of the grace of God;" to 
live, not unto themselves, but unto Him who died fur them 
and rose again. 

The last communication from their venerable mission­
ary, which the Society received, was dated from Tanjore, 
on the 4th of September, 17D7, -in which he acknowledged 
the receipt of the secretary's letter of that year, together 
with the usual stores, and presents, salaries and gratuities, 
for all of which he assured the Society of his brethren's 
sincere thankfulness. " God," he continued, " had gra­
ciously preserved their lives and health, so that he was 
still able to go through his accustomed work, though with 
less vigor than heretofore. He added, that, should his life 
be prolonged, he intended to give a full account of the 
mission, at the end of the year; and concluded with a 
prayer, that God would prosper the work of their revered 
superiors." 

The labors, however, of this apostolic man were now 
drawing to a close. Within little more than a month after 
the date of the preceding Jetter, his last illness com­
menced; and on the second of Feb., liDS, Mr. Gerickc, 
in a letter to I he Society, communicated the painful and 
afllicting intelligence, that l\1r. Swartz had been, for three 
months past, dangerously ill, and was not expected to 
preach again, his illness having affected not only his 
bodily stren!!th, but also his memory. 

A second letter from 1\lr. Gerickc, dated at Tanjore, on 
the· 13th of the same month, and written, as he observed, 
in great ha,te, informed the Society that it had pleased 
God to take from them their dear father and friend, 
between four and live o'clock that evening. 

When l\lr. Gerickc arrived at Tanjore with l\Ir. Holtz­
berg on the 2d, his aged friend was tolerably alert, though 
he had been ill several months; but from that day he 
grew gradually weaker, which occasioned l\lr. Gerickc's 
continuance there. He promised to write more fully 
shortly; and in the meantime commended himself to the 
Society's prayers, together with his brethren, who could 
not but be deeply alllicted at so melancholy, though not 
unexpected, an event. 

In his next letter, l\Ir. Gerickc communicated the fol-
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lowing interesting particulars of the last sufferings, and 
of the patience, resignation, and hope, of the re1·ered 
and venerable missionary. 

"That grcal and good man," he writes, "had often 
spoken to me of his death. \Vhen he mentioned any 
providential circumstances that had attended him in life, 
he had been accustomed to add, 'And so God will show 
me mercy at the end;' and we harn great reason to 
praise him for the mercies our father and brother expe­
rienced during the last clays of his abode upon earth. 
When I arrived at Tanjor.e, he was in perfect health of 
body, though his recollection failed him. During the few 
days in which I went lo sec our brother Pohlc, at Trichi­
nopoly, he had been afflicted with a mortification in his 
left foot, which for years past had occasionally been painful. 
On my return, I was fearful that this would prove fatal. 
,ve were thankful, however, to observe, that the power of 
recollection had almost fully returned. The mortification 
also was checked, and shortly after removed; and the last 
days of his life became some of his best. He frequently 
converse<.! with Christians and heathens, who visited him, 
in the same easy and agreeable manner he hacl been 
accustomed to when in health. He alTectionately exhorted 
every European that visited him, to the earnest care of 
his soul. He prayed, and he praised God. He desired 
us to pray with him; and though he must have felt much 
pain, ( which was evident from his groans, when left alone, 
in the hope of getting rest,) yet when we heard him 
speak with others, or pray, it was with as much ease as if 
he had no pain. 

"Rcspccl ing the missio11 1 he made the following em­
phatic observation. 'I hope the work will continue; but 
you will snlTer much in carrying it on: he who will 
suffer nothing, is not fit for it.' Of his own congregation, 
by which he chiefly intended those who lived on either 
side of his garden, and attended his hours of daily devo­
tion, he said, what it would be well if those who expect 
too much, or, at least, too hastily, from heathen converts, 
would bear in mind,-' There is a good beginning in all. 
If others say, there is nothing perfect; I say, look into • 
your own hearts.' " 

Every circumstance relating to the last days of this 
31 
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eminent Christian is so interesting am1 instructive, that 
the following more expanded narrative of this melancholy, 
yet consoling and animating scene, by l\Jr. Gericke, 
though occasionally repeating the preceding brief account, 
cannot but be acceptahle. 

" I returned to Tanjore," he writes to his friend 
in Germany, " from a short journey I had made to 
Trichinopoly, on the 7th of February, and found that 
Mr. Swartz's foot had become very bad, and full of black 
spots, which continued to increase. The physician had 
begun to employ the bark as a poultice. As we expected 
the end of our beloved brother e\'ery hour, the other 
brethren besought me to remain with them, and assist 
them to bear the burden. To me it was a great blessing, 
to witness in our dying friend an animaliug example of 
faith, of patience, and of hope. When spiritual and 
heavenly thiugs were spoken of, when he prayed, exhorted, 
comforted, or spoke of the repose and peace of mind 
which he enjoyed by the mercy of God through Christ, 
no failure in his powers of recollection could be perceived. 
Ile often introduced a text of holy scripture, or a verse of 
a hymn, which were very appropriate; aud was continually 
engaged in conversation with those around him. Until 
the Friday evening previous, he often said, that he did 
not consider his end so near; and that it would not take 
place until after much sulferi11g. Ilut after that, he some­
times said, ' I ~hall now soon depart lo my heavenly 
Father.' Being asked, whether he had the hope that, 
after his death, the kingdom of God would break 
forth in this country, he replied, ' Yes ; but it will be 
through aflliction and trouble.' At another time, when he 
was asked if he had auy thing to say concerning his 
congregation, he answered, 'Assist them to come to 
heaveu.' When one remarked with joy, his patience and 
contentment, he replied, 'Human affiiction is common, 
and I really suffer very little ; ' often repeating, in Ger­
man, 'The faithful God helps us out of trouble, and 
chastens us in mea~ure. How would it be with us, if he 
should deal with us according to our sins 1 Ilut there 
will be no afiliction in heaven ; and for that we have to 
thank the Lord Jesus.' 

"To his native assistants, who faithfully attended him, 
he was very grateful, and often said, 'For these poor 
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people's sake, who certainly do all they can, we ought not 
to sorrow much, that the services they render may not be 
made painful.' 

" On the morning of the 10th, his tougue \\'as quite 
dry, rough, and black, attended with strong spasms of the 
stomach, and an impeded respiration. At his desire we 
offered up a prayer, and deemed that it would be the last. 
Towards e1·ening, howel"er, there was a farorable cha

0

nge, 
and the fever was much abated. Early un the following 
day, Samuel, th<l physician, (probably a nati1·e prac­
titioner,) came; who, however, did not attend the patient 
in a medical capacity, but only assisted in raising him, 
and applying the poultices, and who had, the dJy before, 
announced to me his approaching death. IIc said, 'The 
Lord has wrought wonderfully ; the symptoms which yes­
terday indicated his approaching dissolution, are now 
vanished.' The English physician, also, when he ex­
amined the foot, said, he was a~tonished at the unexpected 
improvement, and adJed, that he now no longer feared 
that his patient would die of the mortification, though his 
recovery was not to be expected. 

"On the 12th, in the afternoon, I wished to set out; 
the patient also garn me leave, and said, 'You will then 
depart! Greet all the brethren, and tell them always to 
look at 1/,e main object. I shall now soon depart to the 
Lord .Jesus. That he has receil'ed me, forgiven my sins, 
and has not entered into judgment with me, but has dealt 
with me according to his tender mercy, is well for me, 
and I praise him. He might reject us for our 1·ery works' 
sake, because sin clea1·es to them all.' lie praised God 
for permitting him to depart out of the world in the 
society of faithful brethren, and that he had so ordered 
it, that I had been brought to 1·isit him in his great weak­
ness, ancl commend him to Jesus, as the only Saviour, as 
the resurrection, and the life. 'Now,' he added,' pray 
yet once again.' I kneeled down, in company with 
l\Ir. Kohlhoff, who had entered in the meanwhile, and 
accommodate<l my prayer to the subject of the hymn. 

"After applying fresh poultices to the diseased foot, 
he was remo1·e<l into another room. It was then that 
we first perceived how great his debility was ; and it 
appeared that he was much nearer death than he had 
been 011 the preceding Sunday. Again, therefore, I was 
detained. 
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"In the afternoon, he conrersed much with !\Jr. 
Jcenicke. In the evening, I came to him, with the 
physician, whom he distinctly recognized, and said to 
him, 'Let us see to it that none be wanting!' Be 
expressed his thankfulness for tlie care of the physician, 
and for the presence of his brethren, and the native 
assistants. These last did all they could with the greatest 
readiness; love to their teacher and father, made all easy 
to them ; and every instructive word that he addressed 
to them, they receire<l with the greatest eagerness, and 
vol11ntarily remained with him. The physician was much 
affected, and said to me when going away, that he hoped 
I would not leare the patient and depart, now that he 
was so weak. 

"This evening he suffered more than before; for the 
raising him up and moving him, and even the sitting and 
lying in bed, were extremely painful to him. But his 
patience and contentment did not abate; not a complaint 
was heard; sighs only testified what he endured. I said, 
among other things, 'God grant that we may, in our last 
conflict, be able to await our end in such peace and in 
such confidence as, to our consolation and joy, are im­
parted to yon!' IIe added, 'l\lay it abundautly be so!' 
Our hearts were moved by the alfection and emphasis 
with which he pronounced this wish. 

"In the night of the l~th, he had, during the intervals 
of pain, a little sleep; and in the forenoon of the follow­
ing day, he became as if seized with lethargy, and his 
pulse was very feeble. When he awoke, he spoke, indeed, 
but only a few words could be understood, though he 
appeared to comprehend all that was said to him. We 
expected that thus he would slumber away; bnt at noon, 
on the 13th, he was ~gain lirely. ,ve sung the hymn, 
'Christ is my life,' when he began to sing with us, spoke 
very humbly of himself, and extolled his Redeemer, and 
wished to be dissolved and to be with Christ. ' Had it 
pleased him,' he said, 'to spare me longer, I should have 
been glad : I should then have been able to speak yet a 
word to the sick and poor ; hut his will be done! May 
He but in mercy receive me ! Into thy hands I commend 
my spirit ; thou hast redeemed me, 0 God of truth ! ' 
After this, the native assistants sung the last verse of the 
hymn, '0 head so full of bruises,'-he joining with them. 
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lie then rested a little; after which, he desired to be 
raised up, and unexpectedly he opened his lips, from 
which had issued so much instruction and consolation, 
and thus expired in the arms of the faithful and truly 
grateful native fellow-laborer of this place, at four o'clock. 

" Very moving were the weeping and the sobs of the 
people, in boih the Christian villages on each side of the 
garden, which were heard during the whole night. The 
distress, that now their instructor, their comforter, their 
guardian, their benefactor, thPir counsellor, their inter­
cessor, was no more, was general. Not only we, the 
congregations, the schools, and the mission~, but the 
whole land, has lost a parent. Every one who knew him, 
bewails him. 

"On the day following, between four and fire in the 
afternoon, we con1mitted his body to the grare we had 
made for him in the garden. Serfojee, the Tanjore 
prince, whose guardian he had been, cam_e to see him 
before the coflin was closed, bedewed him with his tears, 
and accompanied him to the grare. The native assistants 
asked permis~ion to bear the corpse ; but as Europeans 
had been appointed the day before, it was declined. We 
purposed singing on the way; but the w:i.iling of the 
people did not allow it. There was singing in the church 
before and after the interment; and when the Europeans 
were departed, the natil"Cs of themseh·es began a hymn, 
and awaited an address from me; but I could hardly utter 
even a few words, and was obliged to make a \'igorous 
effort to read the seHice. The servant of the departed 
stood near me, and said, almost as if fainting, 'Now is 
our desire gone ! ' The exclamation went to my heart: 
but this is not thP. language of one, but of many, old and 
J'oung, great and small, near and afar, Christians and 
heathen. 

",vhen I had disrobed, I repaired to the prince, who 
remained still in the neighborhood, and sought to comfort 
him. The chief servant of the widow of the former king 
also besought me to visit and comfort her; but she resided 
too far off. On the following morning, we all waited on 
the physician, and thanked him for the love which he 
had evinced to the deceased, in his last hours. I also 
looked at the papers he had left behind, that I might take 
possession of the will, and found that the mission at Tan-

31 «< 
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jore, and all the poor, and the institutions attached lo it, 
are his heirs. In the afternoon, I conversed for an hour 
with the assistants, an<l prayed with them. 1 n the even• 
ing, the Tamul congregation assembled in the church, 
and wished to hear a SP,rmon. I chose the words of the 
dying Jacob,-' Behold, I die; but God will uc with you.' 
I introduced many thi11gs which the deceased had said 
concerning the church, and his expectation that the king­
dom of Chri:;t would advance in this country. I en­
dcavored to awaken them to the attainment of such a 
spirit as the departed had pos,;essc<l, whose grarn was 
then visible before them. On the following day 1 again 
praJed with the brethren, and departe<l." 

Such is the simple, but deeply interesting narrative 
girnn hy the pious a11d excellent Gerickc, of the last 
illness and death of his departed friend : it is strikingly 
characteristic of the reneraulc missionary, and beautifully 
descriptil'C of the piety and peace, the faith and patience, 
the fervent <levotion, the holy love, and heavenly hope 
of the dying Christian. It would be difficult to add to 
the interest of this mournful yet animating and consoling 
scene. Yet, as the brethren and friends of the departing 
missionary visited him at intervals, while the general and 
more important features of it were witnessed by them all, 
each individual obsened and heard something new and 
particular. His faithful colleague, and almost adopted 
son, 1\1 r. Kohlholf, who was near him during the whole 
of his illncs~, won lei more especially he anxious to treasure 
in his memory all the circumstances which attended the 
dying bed of his rernred and helove<l friend and father. 
1\1 r. Kohlhoff's narrati\·e comprises a period of three 
months pre,,iously to the arrival of Mr. Gerickc, and 
many very instructive and important particulars will be 
obsened which <lo not occur in his shorter memorial. 
The interview of the dying missionary with the Hindoo 
prince, of whom he had !Jeen the faithful guardian and 
friend, will be read with peculiar interest. 

'' From the beginning of January," says Mr. Kohlhoff, 
"to the middle of October, 17!:>7, he pursued his labors 
in his ministerial office, and in his studies, with great 
fervor, under all the disadvantages of his advance<l age. 
He preached every Sunday in the English and Tamulian 
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languages by turns, and on Wetlnesdays he preached a 
lecture in the Portuguese language, for the space of 
several weeks, and afterwards in German to the pril'ates, 
who had been made prisoners in the island of Ceylon, 
and hal'in" entered our service, ll'ere incorporated in his 
maj~sty's 5°bt re~iment, stationed at this place. 

"He made likewise a journey to Trichinopoly, and 
several times vi~ited Vellum, (a town six miles from 
Tanjore,) in order to preach the ll'ord of God to some 
companies of the 51st regiment, statioued at that place, 
and to in\'ite the heathens to accept the blessings of the 
gospel. 

" During the course of the week he explained the Neiv 
Testament in his usual order at morning and e1·ening 
prayers, which were begun and concluded hy singing some 
verses of a hymn; and he dedicated an hour erery day for 
instructing the l\lalabar school children in the doctrines 
of Christianity. lie was rnry solicitous for their irnpro1·e­
ment in knowle1lge and piety, and pnrticularly for those 
whom he had chose11 and was training up for the senice 
of the church; for whose benefit h3 ll'rote, during the 
latter part of his life, an explanation of the principal 
doctrines of Christiauity, an abridgment of llishop New­
ton's F.xposition of the Rel'elation, and some other books. 

"Though his strength and vigor were greatly impaired, 
yet his lo1·e to his flock constrained him to deny himself a 
great deal of that case and repose which his great age 
required, and lo exert all his remaining strength for their 
impro\'ement in true religion. Ile took a particulnr delight 
in visiting the members of his congregation, with whom 
he con1·ersed freely upon the subjects relating to their 
eternal interest. Ile tolt.l them plainly whatever was 
blameable iu their conduct, and animated them, by every 
powerful argument, lo walk worthy of their Christian 
profession. It was a most pleasing sight lo see the little 
children flock to him ll'ith such joy as children feel on 
meeting their belo1·ed parent after some absence, and to 
observe his engaging and delightful method in leading 
them to the knowledge of Goel, and of their duty. 

"He heard almost every day the accounts delivered 
by the catechists of their conversations with Christians, 
papists, and heathen, and the effects produced by them, 
and embraced every opportunity of giving them directions 
for a wise and faithful discharge of their office. 
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"His strength was visibly on the decline <luring the 
last year of his lifo, and he frequently spoke of his de­
parture, to which he looked forward with joy and delight. 
'fhe commencement of bis illness, which happened on 
the 17th of October, li!li, cousisted only of a cold and 
hoarseness. Dr. Kennedy, who was his particular friend, 
prescrihecl for him, hut without effect, and he suffered 
severely from sickness till the 2ith of November following. 

" It was very afllicting to witness the state of our 
venerable father, and every remedy rendered fruitless 
which was tried by that humane and excellent man, the 
late Dr. Stuart, who acted for Dr. Kennedy during his 
absence. l\Iy distress would have proved insupportable, 
if a merciful God had not strengthened and comforted me 
through the unexpected arrival of the Rev. l\lr. Jrenicke 
on the 4th of November. 

" Under all his severe sufferings, he never uttered a 
single expression of impatience-his mind was always 
calm and serene. Once, when he was in great pain, he 
said, ' If it be the will of the Lord to take me to hca,·en, 
his will be clone-may his name be praised!' 

"Although his strength was quite exhausted, and his 
body extremely emaciated, yet, under all this calamity, he 
desired that the school children, aucl others who usually 
attended the evening prayers, should assemble in his 
parlor, where, after singing, he expounded a portion of 
the Holy Scriptures in a very affecting manner, and con­
cluded it with his fervent and importunate prayers. It 
was always his custom to hear the English school chil­
dren read to him a few chapters out of the Ilible afler 
evening prayer, and to hear them sing some of Dr. ,vatts's 
hymns. During his illness, he seemed particularly pleased 
with that excellent hymn, which begins with the following 
words:-

' Far from my thoughts, vain world, be gone, 
L~t my religious hours alone ; 
Fain would 111mc eyes my Saviour se~, 
I wait a visit, Lord, from thee!' 

He called it his beloved song, and desired the children 
to sing it frequently to him. 

"He earnestly exhorted and entreated the heathen, 
who visited him in his illness, to forsake their idolatry, 
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and to consider betimes the things which belonged to 
their peace. \Vhen one of them began rebting that 
wonderful things occurred in the town, our venerable 
father answered, 'The most wonderful thing is, that after 
hearing so often the doctrines of Christianity, and being 
convinced of the truth of it, you are, notll'ithstanding, 
backward to embrace and obey it.' In conrnrsing with 
another heathen of consequence, he expressed his great 
regret at leaving him in his idolatry, when he was enter­
ing into eternity; and added the following words. ' I 
have often exhorted and warned you, but you ha\'e hither­
to disregarded it. You esteem and honor the creature 
more than the Creator.' 

"On the 2:jd of November, he was 1·isited by Serfojee, 
the present rajah, then presumptive heir of the kingdom 
of Tanjore, and to whom l\lr. Swartz was appointed guar­
dian by the late Tulja l\laha Rajah. On being informed 
that Serfojee rajah wished to see him, he let him know 
that he should come immediately, as he doubted whether 
he should survive till the next day. On his arrival, he 
received him very affectionately, and then dcli1·ered to him 
his dying charge, by which, though pronounced in broken 
language, the rajah seemed to be deeply affected. The 
tenor of his speech was as follows :-

" 'After God has called me hence, I request you will 
be careful not to indulge a fondness for pomp and gran­
deur. You are com·inced that my endea1·ors to serve you 
have been disinterested; what I now request of you is, 
that you would be kind to the Christians. If they beharn 
ill, let them be punished; but if they do well, show your­
Eelf to them as their father and protector. 

"' As the administration of justice is indispensably 
necessary to the prosperity and happiness of el'ery state, 
I request }'Oil will establish rPgular court,, and be careful 
that impartial justice be arlmini,trred. I heartily wish you 
would renounce your idolatry, and sene and honor the 
only true God. l\Iay He be merciful, and enable }'OU to 
do it!' 

"Our rnnerahle father then inquired whether he some­
times perused the Bible; and conclnded with rnry affect­
ing exhortations to be mindful of the concerns of his 
immortal son!. 

"The resident, l\Ir. l\lacleod, who had been on a visit 
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to 'frichinopoly for some weeks, hearing on his arrival the 
ill state of Mr. Swartz's health, had the kindness to send 
for Dr. Stuart from Trichinopoly. The doctor arrived 
here 011 the first of December, and after consulting with 
his other medical attendant, he recommended the tincture 
of steel to be taken with an infusion of bark, which, by 
the blessing of God, put a stop to the sickness, with which 
he had been affiicted since the 17th of October. 

"On the 3d of December, the first Sunday in Advent, 
very early in the morning, he sent for the Rev. l\lr. 
Jrenicke and myself, and desired the Lord's Supper to be 
administered to him, which was accordingly .done by Mr. 
Jrenicke. Before he received it, he put up a long and 
affecting prayer. To hear this eminent servant of 
Christ, 11 ho had faithfully served his Redeemer very near 
half a century, disclaiming all merit of his own, humbling 
himself before the footstool of the divine Majesty as the 
chief of sinners, and grounding all his hopes of mercy and 
salvation 011 the unmerited grace of God, and the meri­
torious sacrifice of his beloved Saviour, was a great lesson 
of humility to us. 

"Our joy was great on his temporary recovery; but, 
alas! it was soon changed into sorrow, when we observed 
that the severe attacks of his illness had, in a great degree, 
affected the powers of his mind. It was, however, sur­
prising to us that, though his thoughts seemed to be inco• 
herent when he spoke of worldly subjects, they were 
quite connected when he prayed or discoursed about 
divine things. 

"After his recovery he frequently wished, according to 
his old custom, that the school children, and Christians, 
should assemble in his parlor for evening prayer, with 
which we complied, in order to please him, though we 
were concerned to observe that these exertions were too 
much for his feeble frame. 

"The happy talent which he possessed of making 
almost every couversation instructive and edifying, did 
not forsake him, even under his weak and depressed state. 
One morning when his friend Dr. Kennedy visited him 
(after his return) the conversation turning upon Dr. 
Young's Night Thoughts, which was one of l\lr. Swartz's 
favorite books, he observed to the Doctor, that those 
weigl1ty truths contained in it were not intended to imply 
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that we should abandon society, renounce our business, 
and retire into a corner, but to convince us of the empti­
ness of the honors, the riches, and pleasures of this world, 
and to enaage us to fix our hearts where true treasures are 
to be fou;d. lie then spoke with peculiar warmth on the 
folly of minding the things of this world as our chief good, 
and the wisdom and happiness of thinking on our eternal 
concerns. 

"It was highly pleasing to hear the part which he took 
in his conversations with the Rev. l\Ir. Pohle, who visited 
him a little after his recovery, and which generally turned 
on the many benefits and consolations purchased to be­
lievers through Christ. He was transported with joy when 
he spoke on those subjects; and I hope I may with truth 
call it a foretaste of that joy which he is now experiencing 
in the presence of his Redeemer, and in the society of the 
blessed. 

"On the 2d of February, last year, our ,·enerab)e father 
had the satisfaction of seeing the Rev. l\Ir. Gerickc, l\Ir. 
Holtzberg, and his family. Little did we think that the 
performance of the last offices for him wonld prove a part 
of the duty of our worthy senior, the Rev. i\lr. Gerickc: 
and I bless and praise God for leading his faithful servant 
to us at that very time, when we were most in need of 
his assistance and comfort. 

"On the second or third day after i\lr. Gerick6's arrival, 
Mr. Swartz complained of a little pain in his right foot, 
occasioned by an inflammation, to remove which repeated 
fomentations were applied; but a few days after we ob­
served, to our inexpressible grief, the approach of a morti­
fication. Dr. Kennedy tried e,·ery remedy to remore it, 
and would, perhaps, have effected the cure, if his frame 
had been able to support whai he suffered. Ile was an 
example of patience under all these calamities. He did 
not_ utter, during the whole of his illness, one single im­
patient word. 

"The last week of his life he was obliged to lie on his 
cot the greatest part of the day, and as he was of a robust 
constitution, it required great labor and exertion to remove 
him to a chair, when he would sit up. These exertions 
contributed to weaken him more and more. 

"During his la_st illness, the Rei•. l\Ir. Gericke i·isited 
him frequently, and spent much of his time with him in 
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conrersing on the precious promises of God through Christ, 
in singing awakening hymns, and in offering his fervent 
prayers to God to comfort and strengthen his aged servant 
under his se\·ere sufferings, to continue and increase his 
divine blessing upon his labors for the propagation of the 
gospel, and to bless all the pious cndeavors of the Society, 
and all those institutions established in this country for 
the enlargement of the kingdom of Christ. 

" lie rehearsed with peculiar emphasis (whilst we were 
singing) particular parts of the hymns expressing the be­
liever's assurance of faith, and of the great love of God in 
Christ. His fervor was visible to every one present whilst 
Mr. Gerickc was praying; and by his loud amen showed 
his ardent desire for the accomplishment of our united pe­
titions. 

"A few days before lie entered into the joy of his Lord, 
Mr. Gericke asked him whether he had any thing to say 
to the brethren 1 II is answer was, ' Tell them that it is 
my request that they should make the faithful discharge 
of their office their chief care and concern.' 

" A clay or two before his departure, when he was visited 
by the doctor, he said,' Doctor, in heaven there will be 
no pain.' ' V cry true,' replied the doctor; ' but we must 
keep you here as long as we can.' He paused a few mo­
ments, and then addressee! him in these words, ' 0, dear 
doctor, let us take care that we may not be missing there!' 
These words were delivered with such on affectionate 
tone of mice, that they made a deep impression on the 
iloctor, and on eYery one present. 

"On Wcdnes<lay the l3th of February, which closed the 
melancholy scene, \\"e observed with deep concern, the 
approach of his <lissolution. The Rev. J\lessrs. Gcrickc, 
Jmnicke, Holtzberg, and myself, were much with him in 
the morning, and in the afternoon we sung several excel­
lent hymns, an<l offered up our prayers and praises to God, 
in which he joine<l us with fcrrnr and delight. After we 
had retired, he prayed silently, and at one time he uttered 
the following wor<ls: '0 Lord, hitherto thou hast pre­
served me; hitherto thou hast brought me; an<l hast be­
stowed innumerable benefits upon me. Do what is pleas­
ing in thy sight I commend my spirit into thy hands; 
cleanse anil adorn it with the righteousness of my Re­
deemer, and receive me into the nrms of thy love and 
mercy.'" 
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It was after this pious and eminently Christian com­
mendation of hi- soul into the hands of his faithful Creator 
and merciful Redeemer, that the interesting and atfec~ 
ing incident occurred, which is briefly alluded to in l\lr. 
Gericke's narratire of his dying friend. That excellent 
man was watching by his side ; and observing him appar­
ently lifeless, with his eyes closed, as if his spirit had 
already winged its immortal flight, he began to sing their 
farorite hymn,' Only to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ!' and 
finished the first verse: when on commencing the second, 
to his astonishment and delight, the venerable missionary 
revived, accompanied him with a clear and melodious ,·oice, 
and completed the long cherished hymn before he bronthed 
his last. 

"A bout two hours after we had retired," continues l\Ir. 
Kohlhoff, " he sent for me, and looking upon me with a 
benignant countenance, he solemnly imparted his last 
paternal blessing. On offering him something to drink, 
he wished to be placed on a chair ; but as soon as he was 
raised upon the cot, he bowed his head, and without a 
groan or struggle, he shut his eyes, and died, between four 
and fire i11 the afternoon, in the sernnty-second year of his 
age. 

"Though our minds were deeply afHicted at the loss of 
our be]ol'ed father, yet the consideration of his most edify­
ing conduct during his illness, his incredible patience 
under his severe pains, his triumphant death, a11d the evi­
dent traces of sweetness and composure which were left 
oa his countenance, prerented the burst of our sorrows for 
the present, and animated us to praise Goel for his great 
mercies bestowed on us through his faithful servant, and 
to entreat him to enable us to follow his blessed example, 
that our last end might be like his. 

" His remains were committed to the earth on the 14th 
of February, auout five in the afternoon, in the chapel out 
of the Fort, erected by him near his habitation, in the 
garden gi\"en to him by the late Tulja maha rajah. 

"His funeral was a most awful and very affecting sight. 
It was delayed a little beyond the appointed time, as Serfo­
jee rajah wished once more to look at him. The affliction 
which he suffered at the loss of the best of his friends, was 
very affecting. He shed a flood of tears over his body, 
and covered it with a gold cloth. We intended to sing a 

32 
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funeral hymn, whilst the body was conveyed to the chapel; 
but we were prevented from it by the bitter cries and 
lamentations of the multitudes of poor who had crowded 
into the garden, and which pierced through our souls. 
We were of course obliged to defer it till our arrival 
at the chapel. 

"The burial service was performed by the Rev . .Mr. 
Gericke, in the presence of the rajah, the resident, and 
most of the gentlemen who resided in the place, and a 
great number of native Christians, full of regret for the 
loss of so excellent a minister-the best of men. 0 may 
a merciful God grant, that all those who are appointed to 
preach the gospel to the heathen world may follow the 
example of this venerable servant of Christ! And may he 
send many such faithful laborers, to folfil the pious inten­
tions and endeavors of the honorable Society for the en­
largement of the kingdom of Christ! May he mercifully 
grant it, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen." 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Retlections on the Death of Smutz-Testimonies of respect and 
veneration for his memory; from his brethren at Tanjore and 
Tranquebar; from Serfojce rajah-Interesting anecdote of him­
He erects a l\lonument lo Swartz al Tanjore-Epitaph by the 
rajah-Other proofs of his regard-His conversations with Dr. 
Duchanan,and Bishops J\Iiddleton and llcbcr-Rcllections on the 
continued Superstition of the two rajnhs-Monument to Swartz 
nt l\Iadras, by the Court of Dircctors-Honors paid to his memory 
by the Government of Fort St. George-Eulogy by Dr. Kerr­
His last Will. 

Suen was the calm and peaceful, yet triumphant departure 
of this distinguished missionary. The circumstances which 
attended his death were precisely those which might have 
been anticipated, from the uniform tenor of his life. The 
one had been eminently pious and consistent, exemplary 
and holy ; the other was accompanied by those e1·ident 
tokens of the divine presence, and those bright beams of 
di,·ine consolation, hope, and joy, with which the heavenly 
l\laster, whom he had so long and so faithfully served, 
seldom fails to irradiate " the chamber where the good 
man breathes his last." 

The loss of so excellent and rnluable a person, who had, 
during 11early half a century, occupied so conspicuous a 
place in the sphere in which he 11101·ed, could not but be 
deeply felt by all who had either witnes~ed or participated 
in the important benefits of which he had been, in various 
ways, the instrument or the author. His missionary breth­
ren, his native converts, the Society which he had so 
faithfully served, and upon whose Christian efforts he had 
reflected so much honor, the Hindoo prince, of whom he 
had been the most disinterested and able guardian and 
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friend, and the East Indian gol'ernrnent, both at home 
and abroad, lo which he had been so cordially attached, 
and whose best interests he had so zealously and effec­
tively strengthened and promoted, all vied with each other 
in the expression of their regret and sorrow at his removal, 
of their admiration and lo1·e of his si11gular excellences, 
and of their grateful veneration for his n1emory. 

The feelings of his immediate colleagues a11d friends at 
Tanjore, Tricl1inopoly, and Cu<ldalore, have been already 
expressed in the pious and affectionate memorials of l\Ir. 
Gerickc and Mr. Kohlhoff. Ilis brethren at Tranqucbar, 
who, from his early connection with that mission, always 
regarded him with peculiar esteem anc:l lol'c, in their letters 
to t!ieir European friends, mentioned his death " as an 
almost irreparable loss," and sympathized deeply on the 
occasion with their brethren of the English mission, as they 
all considered him more as a father than a brother. 

On l\lr. Gericke's return from Taujore, he passed a few 
days at Tranqnebar, when he anc:l his Chri~tinn brethren 
there " mutually encouraged each other to follow the high 
example that had been set them by J\lr. Swartz." 

We have already seen, that the efforts of the excellent 
missionary to establish the validity of Serfojce's adoption, 
ha,ing been sanctioned by the approbation of the supreme 
government in Bengal, waited only the deci~ion of the 
Court of Directors to be crowned with complete success. 
Intelligence of this important el'ent reached India in the 
month of June li98; when Ameer Sing was formally 
deposed, and the young prince was raised lo the throne. 
It will readily be beliel'cd, that the affection which had 
prompted him voluntarily to depart from the customs of 
his country, in bedewing the remains of his venerable 
friend with his tears, and follo\\'ing in the train of Chris­
tian mourners al his funeral, was no transient effusion of 
grateful feelings. On his accession to the mus1111d, mind­
ful of the admonitions of his departed benefactor, he cor­
rected various abuses, and endcavorcd to render his 
subjects of every denomination happy, by a just and mild 
government, and was particularly beneficent to the poor 
Christians at Tanjore, in furnishing a large supply of grain 
for their support during a time of scarcity. 

A treaty having been concluued with the new rajah in 
the following year, in consequence of which the forts of 
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Tanjore were e\·acuated by the British troops, the English 
service ll"as discontinued in tlie fort church; but the rajah 
permitted the missionaries to perform the Tamul service 
there, and promi~ed to protect them from all molestation. 

Notwithstanding this assurance, no sooner had the 
British garrison hecn withdrn wn, and the forts replaced 
under the ~ole and absolute authority of the rnjah, than a 
report prerniled that it was the intention of his highness 
to take dow11 the Christian church which had been erected 
by l\Jr. Swartz, and to rebuild it on the esplanade. The 
whole of the small fort of Tanjore being holy ground, de­
voted originally to the purposes of the pagoda, together 
with the extreme anxiety displayed by the rnjah, to efface, 
by extraordinary purifications, all the effects and traces of 
the pollution which had been inflicted on the pagoda, for 
twenty }'ears, by its contact with an European garrison, 
gave a degree of probability to the report, that inclined 
the resident, l\Ir. Torin, to take an opportunity of speak­
ing to the rajah 011 the 1-ubjcct. 

"I was present, as interpreter," observes Colonel Black­
burne, in whose expre~sive and elegant language the fol­
lowing anecdote, equally honorable to the rajah, and to 
the pious missionary, is related, "at the interview between 
the rajah and the resident, when the latter, in the cour~e 
of general and familiar conversation, alluded, with as 
much delicacy as possible, to the supposed intention of 
his highness to remore the church. The effect on tl1e 
rajah was very striking. He became agitated; the color 
heightened; he half rose from his seat, and his first words, 
in answer to the resident, were au inuignant reproach to 
that gentleman for paying any attention whate\·er to a 
calumny, which coulJ be credited by none but those who 
were alike ignorant of his disposition and principles, and 
of the early events of his life. lie eulo,rrized, in glowing 
terms, the character and conduct of .l\lr. Swartz, spoke 
of his various obligations to the venerable padre, and 
concluded in a loud and somewhat passionate tone, as 
follows:-

"' So far from pulling down any church built by l\Jr. 
Swartz, I would, if his succes~ors wanted a church in the 
fort, and could not find a comenienl spot to build it on, 
give them a place in my own palace for the purpose.' 

"Although thirty-three years have passed a,rny since 
32• 
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this colll'ersatio11, I retain a very )il'Cly re111embra11ce of 
the force of the rajah's expressions, and of the energy 
of his look and manner, when he spurned the report as a 
calumny, injurious to his honor as a prince, and to his un­
decaying feelings of grateful and alfoctionate attachment 
to his preceptor, benefactor, and friend." 

In the year ISO I, the Hiudoo prince gare another re­
markable proof of his gratitude and respect for his late 
excellent friend, by requesting the Society for Promotiug 
Christian Knowledge to sen<l out a monument to his 
memory. 

ff lnclosed," l\1r. Gericke writes, "I beg le:He to send 
you a letter from Scrfojec, maha rajah of Ta11jore, and 
to recommend its contents to the Society. No son can 
have a greater regard for his father, than this good Hin­
doo had for l\lr. Swartz, an<l still has for his memory." 

The letter of the rajah is as follows :-

" 'J.'o tlte lwnorable Society for Promotiug Cftristim, 
l(1wwlcdge. 

ff Ilonorablc Sirs,-1 have requested of your mission• 
aries to write to you, their superiors and friends, and to 
apply to you in my name, for a monument of marble, to 
be erected in their church that is in my capital and resi­
dency, to perpetuate the memory of the late Rev. Father 
Swartz, and to manifest the gl'Cat esteem I have for the 
character of that great and good man, and the gratitude 
I owe him, my father, my friend, the protector and 
guardian of my youth ; and now I beg leave to apply to 
you myself, and to beg that, upon my account, you will 
order such a monument for the late rc1·cre11d mis,;ionary, 
Father Swartz, to lie made, and to be sent out to me, 
that it may be fixed to the pillar that is next to the pulpit 
from which he preached. The pillars of the church are 
about two cubits broad. 

" !\lay you, honoralile sirs, e1·er be enabled to send 
to this country sucli missionaries as arc like the late 
Rev. l\lr. Swartz! 

" I am, honorablc Sirs, 
"Yours, faithfully aud truly, 

ff SEltFOJEE RAJAH. 
"Tanjore, May 28, 1801." 
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The Society to whom this interesting letter, probably 
the composition of the distinguished writer, was addressed, 
feeling the importance of the testimony thus borne to the 
high character of their late invaluable missionary, readily 
acquiesced in the request of the rajah; and a monument, 
executed by Flaxman, was, in consequence, sent out to 
Tanjore. The group, in white marble, represents, in 
basso relievo, the death-bed of the departing saint, Gericke 
standing behind him, two natil'e attendants and three 
children of his school around his bed, and the Ilindoo 
prince at his side, graspiug the hand, and recei1·ing the 
blessing of his dying friend. For some time, the rajah, 
unwilling, perhaps, to lose sight of an object which re­
called a scene so dear to him, retained this monument in 
his palace ; in the principal saloon of which, amidst the 
portraits of his ancestors, he had also placed that of 
Swartz. It was at length removed to the church iu the 
inner fort; the western end of which it now adorns, and 
where, it is hoped, it may long rem:iin-a striking and 
gratifying memorial of Christian excellence, and of IIiu­
doo gratitude and affection. The following is the appro­
priate and chaste inscription on this beautiful monument: 

t!:o tbe ,!¼lcmotJ? of tpe 

REVEREND CHRISTIAN FREDERIC SWARTZ, 

B01\N .iT 90:"f:"'E~BURG OF 1"H!Ult..5.R&:, l:'f THE B.l:"ICDOll OF PB1!S!U., 

THE 26TH OF OC"l'OBER, 17261 

.!.:"ID DIED AT T.5.:'fJORE 1 THE ]JTH OF FEBRU.5.RT, 17981 

1:r,I' THE SEVE~TY~SECO!'i'D YE.5.R OF HU AGE. 

De,·ote<l from hi!3 early manhood to the office of )lis~ionary in the East, the simi­
larity of hiil siituation to that of tho first preachers of the Go~peJ, protluco<l in 

him n peculiar resemblance to the siimplc ~::rnctity of tbe ..-\po:1tolic cho.r­
acter. Hie nnture.l vim.city won tho affection, as hi:,:i unspott,,<l probity 

nntl purity of life e.liko comman,lc<l lho rcverouco of tho Christian, 
Moho.mmedw1 1 and Hindu; for SO\'crcign princes, Hindu am) 

l\lohammcdan,selectc<l this bumble JH1.c;tor a~ the metliuru 
of political negotiation with the Dritillh government j 

and the very marblo which hero rccor<.l!t hi!t 
,·irtucs Wn.3 ro.ise<l by tho liberal o.ffcction 

aml c~tccm of the R.u., OFT -'~.1ORE 1 

)!All.\ RAJA SERFOJEE. 
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The rajah himself composed the following lines, in­
scribed on the granite stone which covers the grave of 
Swartz in front of the altar, in the chapel in the mission 
garden; which, however deficient in poetical taste, are not 
only curious as the only specimen of English versification 
known to have been attempted by a llindoo prince, but 
highly interesting as a testimony to the character and 
worth of his l'enerable friend, as correct and just as it is 
affectionate and sincere . 

.Satteb to t!)c j'\lemoq,, of 

THE REVEREND CHRISTIAN FREDERIC SWARTZ, 

Ml99ION4RY TO THE HONORABLE 

SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN Kl\"OWLEDGE, 

JN LONDON j 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 

13TH OF FEBRUARY 1 1798, 

_j.0£D SEVENTY-ONE YE4.R9 AND FOUR MONTU9. 

Firm wa~l thou, hum hie and wise, 
llonesl, pure, free from disguise, 
Father of orphans, the widow's support, 
Comfort in sorrow of e\'ery sort. 
To the benighted dispenser of light, 
Doing, and poi11ti11g lo, lhat which is righL 
Blessing lo pr;nces, lo people, lo me; 
l\lay I, my father, be worthy of thee! 
Wishelh aucl prnyclh thy SARABOJEE, 

From the time of his accession to the musnud, the 
kindness of the rajah to the Protestant missions was 
marked and unceasing. In 1802 his highness was at 
Tranquebar, and honored the senior of the Danish mis­
sionaries with a visit. In several conversations with him 
he discovered the most tender and filial remembrance of 
Mr. Swartz, and expressed much friendship for Messrs. 
Gerickc and Kohlhoff, and for all the missionaries in 
whom he discovered the same sentiments and zeal ; in­
timating his wish, that none but such as would follow the 
steps of Mr. Swartz, and were like him, at least in spirit, 
might be sent out to the mission. The piety of Mr. 
Kohlhoff's mother had recommended her to the rajah's 
attention, and had induced him to take her second son 
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into his sen-ice as a writer. Their lengthened and varied 
conversation with the rajah, ended to the mutual satisfac­
tion both of his highness and themselves. 

This generous prince, a few years afterwards, ga\'e a 
still more unequivocal and substantial proof of his affec­
tion and esteem for his late venerated friend, and one 
which would have been peculiarly gratifying to his he­
ne\·olent mind. Having erected a very extensive aml 
costly building, about sixteen miles from Tanjore, for the 
support of brahmins, and of poor of every description, 
together with an institution for the maintenance and 
education of Hindoo children of different castes in \'arious 
Oriental, and in the English, languages, "his tender 
regard," says l\Ir. Kohlhoff, "for the memory of the late 
Rev. l\lr. Swartz, induced him also to establi~h in lhe 
adjacent village of Kanandagoodi, which is inhabited by a 
considerable number of Christians, a charitable institution 
for the education and support of fifty poor Christian chil­
dren ; thirty poor Christians are also maintained and 
clothed at the B'.fl.me munificent institution ; and at a 
choultry near the Fort of Tanjore, fifty poor, lame, and 
blind, and other real objects of charity, all belonging to 
the mission, are entirely supported by his bounteous hand. 
He has likewise given orders, that his Christian servants, 
civil and military, should not be denied by their officers 
liberty to attend divine service on Sundays and festirnls, 
and that they should be excused from all other duty on 
such occasions." In the year 1826, Archdeacon Robin­
son, then accompanying the late lamented Bishop Heber, 
visited the different charitable establishments of the rajah 
just described, to which had been subsequently added two 
hospitals for the sick, and a beautiful bungalow for the 
accommodation of European travellers; when he was 
much pleased to see a large congre;::ation of Christians 
assembled in the chapel at Kanandagoodi, "to whom," 
writes l\Ir. Kohlhoff, "after morning prayers, he gare a 
kind address, animating them to thankfulness to God for 
his great mercies showed to them."* 

Such were some of the more prominent proofs given by 

• Bishop Heber's Journal, vol. i. p, 461 1 and Last Days of Bishop 
Heber, p. 200. 
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this excellent Hindoo prince of the respect and affection 
which he entertained for the late venerable missionary, 
and which he evidently cherished and manifested upon 
every occasion during his whole life. When Dr. Buchanan 
was introduced to the rajah, as soon as the first ceremonial 
in the grand hall of audience was over, his highness led 
him up to the portrait of Swartz. "He then discoursed," 
says that generous friend of missions, " for a considerable 
time concerning 'that good man,' whom he ever revered 
as his father and guardian." 

When, ten years afterwards, Bishop l\liddleton visited 
Tanjore, "his highness dwelt," observes the biographer 
of that eminent prelate, "with evident dclighl on the liles­
sings which the heavenly lessons and virtues of Swartz 
had shed upon him and his people, and concluded by pro­
fessing the warmest respect for those excellent men, Mr. 
Kohlho!T and his fellow-workers, who had succeeded to 
the labors of their venerable predecessor." The rajah 
afterwards selected a portrait of Swartz as the most ac­
ceptable memorial he could offer to the English bishop. 

The account which Archdeacon Robinson has given"' 
of the interview of Ilishop Heber with this grateful prince, 
ten years after that of his learned predecessor, is equally 
honorable to the memory of the great and good missionary, 
and in a high degree interesting. 

"The bishop," he writes, "paid a visit of ceremony to 
the rajah, accompanied by the resident, and attended by 
nil the clergy. We were received in full durbar, in the 
great l\lahratta hall, where the rajahs are enthroned. 
The scene was imposing, and, from the number of Chris­
tian clergymen in the court of a Hindoo prince, somewhat 
singular; the address and manners of his highness arc, in 
n remarkable degree, diguified and pleasing. The bishop 
sat on his right, the resident next to his son on his left, 
nnd the rest of the party on each side in order. He 
talked much of ' his dear father,' Swartz, and three times 
told the Bishop he hoped his lordship would resemble him, 
and stand in his room. Perhaps few things in the mouth 
of an Eastern prince, with whom compliment to the living 

• Last Days of Bishop Heber, p. 15!:l. 
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is generally exaggerated, could show more. strongly the 
sincerity of his affection for the friend he had lost. The 
openness of his gratitude and re\"erence for the Christian 
missionary in the midst of his Brahmins, and himself still 
constant in his own religion, is admirable; and if on some 
occasions it be a little too promineut, who would not par­
don and even lo1·e a fault which is but the excess of a 
virtue 7-' And John Kohlhoff,' said he, •·is a good man, 
a very good man; we arc old school-fellows.'-On the 
whole, much as we had heard of this celcbiatcd person, 
we found our anticipations had not been raised too high . 
.l\Iuch, doubtless, of the interest excited before we saw him, 
sprang from the hallowing and endearing associations with 
the name of Swartz, which in heathen India, or the na­
tions of Christe11dom, must ever be 

" 11lagnum et vwcrabilc nomcn : " 

It may, _perhaps, appear extraordinary, that the Ilindoo 
prince who had, during his youth, been under the tuition 
of the pious and zealous mis~ionnry, who was evide111ly so 
warmly attached to him, and for whose virtues he had so 
deep a rererence, should hal'e continued during his whole 
life, and apparently with entire sincerity, a de1·otcd adher­
ent to the wretched idolatry of his country. Grcntly as this 
must be lamented, both for his own sake and tlmt of his 
people, it must be remembered, that the first twelve years 
of Serfojee's life were speut amidst the listless indolence 
and the childish amusements of the Zennanah, and that 
with the exccptiou of the scattered hours during which he 
received the instructions of Swartz, and, when called to the 
thro11c, of occa~ional and chiefly ofiicial intercourse with 
him and other European~, his habits and associations were 
almost exclusirely Ilindoo, and co11scque11tly subversil'e 
of any more enlighte11ed ,·iews, and any better impre~sions, 
which he might have deril'cd from his Christian tutor. It 
has been supposecl that the g0od missionary was restrained 
by a principle of h0nor from any direct endearors t0 con-
1·ert his distinguished pupil; and, doubtlc,s, he felt a11d 
acted with the most perfect good faith in all that con­
cerned so responsible and delicate an office. Ilnt no such 
restriction appears to hal'e been imposed upon him by 
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Tuljajce Rajah, with respect lo the education of his adopt• 
ed son ; and it is evideut from the preceding details of his 
intercourse with both the llindoo princes, that he felt him­
self at libeity to exhort them to renounce their idolatry, 
and to worship the true God according to the revelation of 
the gospel ; an affecting instance of which occurs in the 
last solemn interview between the younger of them and 
the dying missionary. Both were probably com-inced of 
the folly of tile native superstition, an<l impressed with the 
superior excellence of Christianity, as they perceived it 
attractively exemplified in their revered friend ; but, as in 
too many instances in every age and country, whether 
under the form of false religion, or of indifference an<l un­
belief, the pure and practical demands of the gospel were, 
as Tuljajee once ingenuously confessed, too directly op­
posed to the corrupt propensities of human natnre to be 
readily complie<l with, while the sacrifice not merely of 
caste, but, as they erroneously apprehended, of princely 
revenue and authority, an<l possibly even of life, was too 
formidable to be overcome by any thing short of that divine 
o-race, which can, in spite of every opposing influence, 
~ bring el"ery thought into captivity to the dominion of 
Christ." Both these Eastern princes, therefore, contented 
with that sincere admiration and esteem of the faithful 
missionary, which induced them to show kinJness for his 
sake to their converted subjects, for themselves unhappily 
turned aside from the heavenly vision, and were only 
"almost persuaded to be Christians." Such appears to 
have been the truth, with respect more particularly to Ser­
fojee Rajah ; the intelligence of whose unexpected de­
cease, in the course of the last year, 011ly servc>s to awaken, 
with increase<l interest, the regret it is impossible not to 
feel, that the p11pil an<l friend of Swartz should have lived 
and <lied a stranger to the exalted h1opes and consolations 
of the gospel. l\lay the successor of this ;;miable prince, 
trained, as he has been, in hereditary respect for Christian 
missionaries, :in<l partly under the care of the excellent 
Kohlhoff, by the grace of God, advance beyond his two 
immediate preclecessors, in the acknowledgment of revealed 
truth ; or if this be, as yet, too sang11ine a hope, may he, 
at least, tread in their steps, and continue, like them, the 
protector and friend of Christians ! 
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In his interview with Bishop Middleton, the late rajah of 
Tanjore avowed his very natural feeling of exultation in 
having been the first to do honor to the character of Swartz, 
by giving orders for a monument to be erected to his me­
mory. The Directors of the East India Company were 
equally anxious to mark the high sense which they enter­
tained of his personal and public worth, by sending out 
another monument to l\ladras. The following is an ex:­
tract of a general letter from the court to the government 
of Fort St. George, dated October 2\J, 1S07. 

"Hy our extra ship, the Union, yon will receive, in four 
packing cases, a marble monument, which has been exe­
cuted by Mr. Il;u;on, under our directions, to the memory 
of the Rev. Christian Frederic Swartz, as the most ap­
propriate testimony of the deep sense we entertain of his 
transcendent merit, of his unwearied and disinterested 
labors in the cause of religion and piety, and the exercise 
of the purest and most exalted beneiole11ce; al,;o of his 
public services at Tanjore, where the influence of his name 
and character, through the unbounded confidence and 
veneration which they inspired, was for a long course of 
years productive of important benefits to the Company. 

"On no subject has the Court of Directors been more 
unanimous, than in their anxious desire to perpetuate the 
memory of this eminent person, and to excite in others an 
emulation of his great example. We accordingly direct, 
that the monument be erected in some conspicuous situa­
tion near the altar in the church of St. 1\lary, in Fort St. 
George, and that you adopt, in conjunction and with the 
assistance of the Rev. Dr. Kerr, the senior chaplain at 
your presidency, any other measures that your jndgment 
shall suggest, as likely to gi1·e effect to these our intentions, 
and to render them impressive on the minds of the public 
at your settlement. As one of the most efficacious, we 
would recommend that, on the first Sunday after the erec­
tion of the monument, a discourse adapted to the occasion 
be delivered by the senior chaplain. We desire also that 
the native inhabitants, by whom l\1r. Swartz was so justly 
revered, may be permitted and encouragP.d to view the 
monument, after that it shall have been erected, and that 
translations be made of the inscription into the country 
languages, and published at Madras, and copies sent to 
Tanjore, and the other districts in which 1\lr. Swartz oc-

33 
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casionally resided, and established seminaries for relio-ious 
• . b 
mstruct1on. 

"We were much gratified by learning that his excel­
lency the rajah of Tanjore had also been desirous of erect­
ing a monument to the memory of l\Ir. Swartz, in the 
church which was built by l\lr. Swartz himself in the inner 
fort of that capital, and had sent directions accordingly to 
this country, i11 consequence of which a monumen~ has 
been executed liy 1\1 r. Flaxman. We shall give directions 
for its being received on hoard one of our ship8, free of 
freight, and we desire that you will afford every facility 
towards its conveyance to Tanjore." 

In the monument thus sent out to J\Jadras by the Direc­
tors of the East India Company, the eminent artist, who, 
from his well-known clrnracter as a sincere Christian, 
doubtless executed it with feelings of peculiar gratification, 
thought proper, as Flaxman had .!lso done, to describe the 
closing scene in tile life of the apostolic missionary. 

The principal compa1 tment of the mo11ument is occu­
pied with an :dto-rclicvo, representing Swartz surrounded 
by a group of his orphan pupils, to whom he afforded an 
asylum in his house, and hy several of his fellow-laborers, 
who attended him in his last moments. One of the chil­
dren is embracing his dying hand, and one of the mission­
aries is supporting his head ; but the eyes of the departing 
saint are directed, and his hand is raised, towards an 
object in the upper part of the bas-relief, namely, the cross, 
which is borne by a descending angel; implying, that the 
death of Christ, the grand subject of his miuistry, was 
now the chief support of his soul. 

Ornr the Lias-relief is the ark of the covenant, which 
was peculiarly the chnrgc of the priests, and was a striking 
emblem of the constant. theme of his preaching. 

Under the bas-relief are further emblems of the pastoral 
office-the cro~ir.r, the gnspr-1 trumpet, with the banner of 
the cross attached to it, :111d an open Dible, on which js 
inscribed our Lord's co111111ission to bis apostles, " Go ye 
into all the world, au<l preach the gospel to every crea­
ture." 

On this splr.nclid and appropriate monument, the follow­
ing elaborate iuscription is engraved. 
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.Sacrcb to t~c ,facmor11 or 

THE REV. CHRISTIAN FREDEitlC SWARTZ, 

WHOSE UFE WH OKE CONTIN'U£0 EFFORT TO UIIT.\T£ THE EX,Ut:PLE OF 

ms IJLESSED MASTER. 

};mploycd n~ o. Prote:.tnnt :'\Ji,;sionary from the go\'crnmcnl of Dcnmo.rk1 

and in the same characlcr by the ~ocicty in Englnnd for the Promo• 
tion of Christian Knowledge, he, duriJ1g a period of fifly years, 11 went 
ahoul doing good1

11 manifesting, in rc~pcct to himself, the most entire 
abstraction from temporal ,•icws1 hut embracing C\'cry opportunity of 
promoting both lhc temporal und ctcmo.1 welfare of othcr.i, In him 
religion nppeo.rcd not with o. gloomy n..c.pcct or forbidding mien, but 
with a graceful form nnd placid dignity. Among the many fruitt 
of his indefatigable lnbors wo.s the erection of the church o.t To.njore. 
The se.,•ings from o. sn1all s::ilary were, for nn1ny yenr1-1 1 Jc,·otcd to this 
pio~s work, nnd the remninrler of the c~pcn.~c supplic1I l1y indi,·idudls 
at his solicilalion. The Chri~tinn seminaric:q ut R::im:rnudpor:im and 
in the Tinne,·elly province W(irc estnhJislwd h_r him. Iklo,·c1I and 
honored by Europeans, he wa!c!, if po!-!s:iblc, held in P:till dccp('r rc\·er­
encc by the nuti,·es of thi~ country, of every degree and c\·cry sect; 
and their unhounded confidence in his intcgritr nnd tr11lh 1 wo.s, on 
many occasions, rendered highly licncficinl in the puhlic Rer,·icc. 
The poor nnd the injured looked u1, to him 0.8 nn unfniling friend 
o.nd odvo..:nte ; the great and powerful concurred iu yicldin,!? him the 
highm~t homage c,·cr pnid in this qunrlcr of the ~luhc Lo Europco.n 
virtue. The late Hyder Ally Cnwn, in 1hc mid-.t uf n hlooily o.nd 
vindielh·c "'ar with the Caruutir 1 senl orders to his officrr~ 11 tu permit 
the ,.cnerahlo father SwA.nTz lo pn.;;~ 1111molc!-l-tcd1 and show him 
respect o.nd kindncs:'11, for he i:-J n holy mo.n, nnd nacnns no harm to 
my government." The lntc Tuljnjce lfojah of To.njorc, when on 
hi.ii dc:ith.bcd, dc;;ired to intru~t to Iii~ protectiu~ cnrc hi~ n.toplcd 
Eion, 8crfojee 1 the present Rajah, with the ndmini-.tralion of 11II tho 
alfain of his country. On o. ~pot or gro11111I, gr::intcd to him hy the 
i::nmo prince, two miles cast of Tanjorc, he built n lio11qc for his 
residence, and made it o.n Orph:in J\;:;ylmn. llcrc the last twcnl)-" year;; 
of his life were i::pcnl in the C'ducotion nnd n•ligiou~ in:-:.truction of 
children1 particularly tho~c of indigPnt parents, whom he ~ratuitou.=dy 
maintained o.nd in.:;;,tructcd; o.nd here, on the l:Jth of Fchrunry, J7!J81 

!llurround~d by his infant ~ock, and in the pn•i::cnee of scvC'ral of his 
di11consolntc brethren, cnlrco.ting th<"m to continue lo nmke religion 
thP. first object of their care, ond imploring wilh hi~ ln.,;t hrcath the 
dh·ine hles~ing on their lnbors, he c)oo;i.ed hi:1 truly Cl1ristio.n career 

in the 72d year of his ngo. 

THE EAST INDIA CO)ll'ANY, 

an1.ious to perpetuate the memory of such transcendent worth, 
and gratefully sensible of the public bcnC"fit~ which 

resulted from hi~ influence, cnu~cd this 
monument to be erected 

·Ann. Dom. 1807. 
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For the purpose of obtaining correct information, Dr. 
Kerr, the se11ior chaplain at Fort St. George, corresponded 
with his sunil'ing brethren at Tanjore; and, in the fol­
lowing extracts from the discourse which he preached and 
printed on this interesting occasion, he may be considered 
not only as speaking with the full approbation of the East 
Indian gorernment, bnt as appealing, on the spot, to those 
who were themsd1·es witnesses of the truth of his asser­
tions. 

"The man," obser1·es this truly Christian preacher, 
" who follows the injunction of his Saviour, ' Go ye into 
all the world, a11d preach the gospel to el'ery creature,'­
whose soul is <l<'1·ote<l to this one object, who submits to a 
thousand privations in the discharge of his high calling, 
who del'otcs mi11cl and body to the eternal interests 
of benighted nations, who is exposed to numberless 
dangers in the course of his journeyings, yet goes on 
rejoicing to the encl ;-such a man is surely deserving of 
our high esteem, and has the strongest claim on the be­
nevolPnt feelings of all mankind. 

" There is a grandeur in the self-dedication of a human 
being to snch an undertaking, which is not to be dis­
cerned in the other pursuits of life. Worldly ambition has 
her splendid l'otaries, seeking honor in the midst of danger, 
and in the face of death. In search of the wealth of this 
world, we hal'e millions of examples of the most hardy 
enterprises undertaken, and body and soul are daily sacri­
ficed to this object; but in the persevering effort to call 
the heathen from their debasing superstitions to the wor­
ship of the true God, through Jesus Christ; iu the constant 
end ea ror to extend the blessings of ci,·ilization, which 
always accompany the true religion, to a people whom the 
darkest clouds of ignorance and its thousands of ills ol'er­
shadow; to labor to emancipate the souls of men from the 
thrnldom of satanic influence, from priestcraft, and from 
idle or 1·icious ceremonies-ceremonies calculated to im­
pose on the understanding, and to destroy the finest feel­
ings of the heart; to be employed, I say, in such pursuits, 
to follow them up with honest zeal, with firm faith in the 
dil"ine assi~tance, and the power of the gospel, must be 
acknowledged, whether we consider the motives which 
stimulate, or the object in view, to be the most glorious, 
the most honorallle of all undertakings. 
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" \Vhen, therefore, we reflect, that such was the office 
of the man who,e virtues we are this day called to cele­
brate; when we know that he was peculiarly distinguished 
in the course of this high office ; that, by the mere effect 
of Christian virtue, he auracted the l01·e and secured the 
confidence, not ouly of the flock which he had called from 
pagan darkness, ancl illumined with the blessed light of 
the gospel, but that he was re1·erenced far and near by all 
castes and descriptions of people ; that he was even re­
spected by the enemies of our nation, and at the com­
mencement of a bloody war was permitted to preach the 
doctrines of peace on the 1·ery battlements of our enemy ; 
when we reflect on these things, what re1·erence does it 
inspire for the man ! What a signal testimony does it 
afford of the power of gospel truth, strikingly evidenced 
in the faithful practice of a gospel life! Ancl what a con­
vincing proof does it present of the great benefit to be de­
rived from the labors of missionaries, well directed, and 
honestly and zealously prosecuted ! 

"It is much to be regretted, that the extraordinary 
humility of this most excellent man, ever averse to display 
of every kind, has been the virtuous cau~e why we are 
not in possession of sufficient materials to gil"C a succinct 
lccount of the rnrious and important lahors in which he 
was continually engaged. 

"Indeed, bis mind was so impressed with the just sense 
of the value of his time, and the necessity for unceasing 
application in bis calling, that he bad little leisure for 
even giving those details which were expected from him 
by the societies under whose direction he had entered 
upon his missionary labors, and they were often indebted 
to others for information regarding the important serl'ices 
of their faithful Swartz." 

After briefly mentioning the commencement of his 
career in India, his success in the com·ersion of many of 
the natil'es, and in exciting a spirit of inquiry among the 
brahmins, his establishment of schools, and his various 
benernlent and charitable labors, Dr. Kerr thus pro­
ceeds:-

" Such a course of life, zealously pursued for a long 
series of years, and accompanied with that sweetly social 
disposition for which he was remarkable, gained him many 
friends, and thousands of admirers. The ble~sing of tho 

33• 
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fatherless anrl widow came upon him, and his hope was 
gladness. He rejoiced evermore in witnessing the divine 
effects of his honest endearnrs; and, if he did not make 
converts of all with whom he associated, he seldom failed 
to make friends of those with whom he happened to com­
municate. Not that he ever compromised a paramount 
duty from any false politeness, or deference to ;:uperior 
station; for he decidedly and openly cleclared the con­
demnation of all, who boldly ancl openly set gospel rules 
at defiance, as often as an opportunity for the purpose 
occurred. His reproof, howc1·er 1 was tempered with so 
much good nature; the desire of doing good to the 
offenders was so obviously his intention; that he seldom 
pro1·oked the smallest ill-will by the strong, hut fatherly 
remonstranccs, which irreligious conl'ersation ancl concluct 
frequently cl rew from him. Indeed, he seemC'rl peculiarly 
gifted by divine Providence with a happy manner, which 
enabled him to turn almost f,rery occurrence;, whether 
great or trivial, to the praise and glory of God. 

"Sensible that no trifling efforts could he producti1•e of 
any good purpose in the missionary canse in any country, 
but most particularly in India, he determined that nothing 
should draw him aside, either to the right hand or to the left. 
With this view," as it has been already observed, "he 
early resolved on a life of celibacy. With the same view, 
he accustomed himself to the most frugal and temperate 
system of diet; for many years of his life being accus­
tomed to gi,·c ten pagodas* al the beginning of each month 
to his servant, to provide for the expenses of his table, and 
giving himself no trouble as to the manner in which it 
was ~upplied; and, except when objects of charity re­
minded him of his po1·erty, he considered the wealth of 
this worlu as the dust of the earth." 

Dr. Kerr then refers to Swartz's celehratecl mission to 
Hyder Ali, the death-bed scene of Tuljajee Rajah, his 
influence with the natives, and other remarkable illustra­
tions of his charnctcr, which arc recorded in the preceding 
pages. lle then continues:-

" Amiilst ~uch great public undertalcings, and the high 
degree of consideration attached by all ranks of people in 

•· About £-1 sterling. The rc:i.dn will remember Mr. Chambcrs's 
account of his early simplicity and self-dcninl. 
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this country to Mr. Sll'artz's character, every road to the 
gratification of ambition and a1·arice \\'as completely open 
before him. Courted by the prince of the cou11try in 
which he resided; rel'erenced almost lo adoratio11 uy the 
people at large; confidentially employ~d by the English 
gol'ernment in objects of the first pohucal importance, to 
his great honor it must be recortled, that he cominued to 
1·alue these things only as they appcaretl likely to prove 
subsenient to his missionary work, as they matle friends 
to assist him in the buildi11g of his churches, or the estab­
lishme11t of his sr,hools Ol'er the countq·. With the single 
eye of the gospel, he looketl only to the dilTusion of clil'ine 
truth, a11cl the glad titlings of salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. The same principles which raised him in the 
public estimation, he coutinued to cherish in el'ery stage 
of his eleration. Unco11ta111i11ated by the 1·e11ality and 
corruption which, from nrious quarters, it is well kno\\'n, 
assailed his 1·irllle, he co111inuctl his missionary life, carry­
ing his cross, and following the steps of his clil'i11e ~Jaster 
lo the end of his earthly being." 

Such was the testimony borne by this zealous chaplain 
of the East India Company to the l'arious and exalted 
excellencies of the re1·ered and lamented missionary, in 
the presence of the gornrnor and council and principal 
inhabitants of l\l adras, assembled in the presidency church, 
on the solemn, yet gratifying, occasion of introclucing to 
public notice the monument thus munificently erected to 
his memory. It may be doubted whether any equal or 
similar honor was ever paid to so humble, though eminent, 
nn indil'idual, shri11kin/!, as he inrnriably dirl, with the 
most genuine and 11na1Tected motlesty, from all public 
ncknowledgment of his sen·ices, a11rl anxious only, as he 
was in all that he achierr.d, to ascribe the glory to llim 
to whom alone all glory is due. This jnst and ~rontaneous 
tribnte to his 1·irtues was e'lually honorahle to Swnrtz, and 
to the tlistingnishecl persons hy whom it was so wisely and 
liberally offeretl ; and is at once a proof of Ids extraor­
dinary merit, ancl of the sure and signal reward which 
awaits such a life as his, el"en in the present world. 

One other document remains to be added, in illustration 
of the character of this clerote<l mi~sionary, and that is 
his last will with respect to the disposal of his temporal 
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property; and it will be found, as might justly be expected, 
beautifully corresponding with the disinterested and truly 
Christian tenor of his lile. It is as follows :-

" In the name of God. Into thine hands I commend 
my spirit; thou hast redeemed me; thou faithful God! 
Wherein I ha1·e sinned, (and I ha1·e often and greatly 
sinned against thee,) forgive it graciously for the sake of 
the reconciliation-sacrifice of Clirist Jesus my Lord, and 
let me find mercy. Grant me, for Christ's sake, a blessed 
departure out of this sorrowful, and a blessed entrance 
into that joyful, life. Amen. 

"As I know not how soon God may• call me hence, I 
therefore make this my last will in the presence of God, 
and with full deliberation. 

" As the house in the greater fort, as well as that in the 
little fort, together with the church, and certain houses in 
the garden without the fort, were erected out of the 
money which was assigned me monthly by the Company, 
so I look on them, as I ernr have regarded them, namely, 
to be the houses of the mission. 

" All move1ules and books shall be assigned over to my 
successors for the good of the mission, to be all used as 
long as they are scniceable, and not to be sold. 

" As I ha1·e not spent my monthly salary from the 
Company, bnt (except what I ha1·e deroted to the erection 
of several buildings) hare suffered it to accumulate, aud 
assigned it over to my two trustees, namely, my beloved 
brother, l\Ir. Gericke, and my friend, l\Ir. Briethaupt, of 
l\Iadras, so such sum shall also be employed for the ben­
efit of the mission; but in such manner that my successor 
here at Tanjore, and the missionary who shall carry on 
the work of God for the conl'ersion of the heathen at 
Palamcolta, shall receil'e for themseh·es the annual interest 
of one hundred pounds sterling, (that is to say, fifty 
pounds each,) because the fifty pounds which they each 
receive yearly of the honorable Company, is barely suf­
ficient. Should thQy, howe1•er, receive of the Company a 
monthly augmentation, then they hal'e no right to receive 
also the fifty pounds bequeathed by me. This is in that 
case to fall into the mission or the poor-chest. 

"It is hereby my earnest desire, that those missionaries 
who take upou themselrns the work of God in Tanjore 
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and Palamcotta, should employ the interest which remains 
to assist and help themselves, as they find it necessary. 
Perhaps the Taujore mission may employ two thirds, and 
that at Palamcotta one third of the interest, for the use of 
the schools a11d churches. 

" As my relations ha1·e no claim on what I de\'ise and 
have ·set apart to the mission; therefore I bequeath to 
them one hundred star pagodas, as a testimony of my affec­
tion, which the children of my sister are to dil'ide among 
themselves in equal portions. 

"The two gold watches that hal'e been gil'cn me, shall 
be sold, and the money be distributed to the poor. 

"As a token of my affection, I bequeath to Joseph, my 
former servant, thirty star pagodas. 

" With respect to the garden without the fort, belonging 
to the mission, I wish that, if possible, the gardener may 
be supported out of the income. ,vhat remains over, can, 
without further reckoning, fall to the missionaries, and 
the school-children. 

"The few utensils of sih-er which I possess, I lea1·e to 
l\lr. Kohlhoff, as a token of my hearty lol'e. 

"As my former servant Joseph, on account of his ill 
conduct, ought not to receive the thirty star pagodas des­
tined for him, I bequeath them to the servant who shall 
be in my service at the time of my death, pro1·ided he 
behave himself tolerably well. 

"C11n1sT1As FREDERIC SWARTZ, 

"Subscribed and sealed in the presence of 
"JosF.PII DANIEL Ja:.:-ICKE, 

"J. C. KoHLIIOFF." 

The principal features of this interesting document, 
containing the record of the \'enerable missionary's latest 
earthly l'iews and feelings, arc in perfect unison with 
all that preceded it. Piety, humility, simplicity, mark 
its spiritual expressions; the purest principles, a11d Chris­
tian charity of the most enlarged anrl exalted nature, 
dictated the rest. What the frugality and self-denial of 
nearly half a century had enahled him to accumulate, after 
all that he had in the course of that long period expended 
upon similar purposes, was del'oted to the promotiori of 
the sacred work to which his life had bceo so uniformly 
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and so successfully dedicated. "The cause of Christ," 
as he intimated on his death-bed, "was his heir." 

Upon the subject of this final bequest, l\Ir. Gericke, a 
few months after the death of his rerered friend, com­
municated the following particulars to professor Schultz. 

" His temporal property he had already, many years 
before his death, made over to the mission at Tanjore and 
Palamcotta, and the congregations and institutions belong­
ing to them ; and for that purpose appointed me as trustee, 
and I had joined l\Ir. Ilreithaupt with myself, in the deed. 
He therefore, iu his will, mentions no executor, that it 
might !hereby be known, thar the whole was already the 
property of the mission, and no longer belonged to 
l\lr. Swartz. As he received an allowance from go1•ern­
ment, from which he was enabled to defray all the ex­
penses iucurred at Tanjore and Palamcotta, he allowed 
the interest, and often his salary likewise, to fall into the 
mission-capital. No one will therefore wonder that he 
should have been able to accomplish so much towards the 
outward support of the mission." 

The fund thus generously provided for the mission at 
Tanjore, and its branch in Tinnevelly, by their revered 
benefactor, amounted to between eight and ten thousand 
pounds sterling; a sum which, combined with the allow­
ances from the llritish government, from the rajah of 
Tanjore, and from other Rources, was sufficient during 
many years to support the charities, and to defray the 
ordinary expenditure of the mission; aucl tho.ugh a part 
of it was afterwards sunk by the imprudence of a mis­
sionary, long since departed, it still contiuues to contribute 
towards those Christian anrl important objects, and to 
form a lasting memorial of the disinterested zeal and lo1·e 
of its pious and munificent founder. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Review of the character of Swartz. 

Tn E character and life of Swartz ham now been clerel­
opecl in all their bearings and relations; and it is confi­
dently hoped, that the judgment universally formed of his 
unrivalled excellence as a Christian missiouary, and the 
high estimation in which he has been so long and so de­
servedly held, both in India nncl in Europe, \\'ill not only 
be confirmed, but strengthened and enhanced, by the more 
complete view comprised in the precedi11g memoirs of his 
principles, sentiments, aucl conduct. Substautially, there 
has never been but one opinion respecting this extraordi­
nary man ; but though all who take an interest in the pro­
motion of Christianity in India ha\"e thus concurred i11 
ascribing to him the pre-eminence in this sacred and im­
portant work, the impression has been, for the most part, 
general and undefined, rather than the result of clear 
ancl enlarged apprehensions of his character and course. 
These, illustrated as they hare been by many public docu­
ments, ancl by a series of private and confidential com­
munications, harn now, it is trusted, been fully and 
satisfactorily displayed. DrieOy, therefore, to reriew the 
holy and beneficent career of this '' man of God," and to 
point out, more especially to those who may be engaged 
in similar Christian tabors, the force and e/licacy of his 
example, will form no unsuitable or unprofitable sequel to 
this record of his admirable life. 

Piety of no ordinary depth and energy formed the basis 
of his character. Unmarked by the terror and alarm 
which have sometimes led to peculiarly zealous and self-
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denying labors in the cause of religion,. its origin. and 
nature were calm and gentle as the '' still small rn1ce" 
which opened the heart of l\Iary and of Lydia to the re­
ception of divine truth, yet not less powerful and effica­
cious than that which penetrated and subdued the per­
secuting Saul of Tarsus to the faith and obedience of the 
gospel. The mind of Swartz was at a \"ery early period 
of his history deeply and permanently impressed with the 
ineffable love of God iu the work of man's redemption. 
The great "mystery of godliness,"-" God in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself," not sparing "his own 
Son," but delil'ering him up to death for us all, to "the 
death of the cross "-this miracle of mercy, this astonish­
ing proof of dil'ine love, this wonderful and effectual pro­
vision for humaa guilt and misery, brought home to his 
heart in "demo11stration of the spirit and of power," 
humbling, consoling, purifying, elevating him, took pos­
session of his soul, absorbed every opposing and every 
secular thought, and excited in him, as in the converted 
apostle, that one simple, predominating, inextinguishable 
inquiry, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 

It is impossible to peruse the letters of Swartz, even 
from the commencement of his course, without perceiv­
ing that the very essence of his religion was this heart­
felt impression of the grace of God in Christ Jesus, 
the cordial acceptance of that message of reconciliation 
which he was commissioned to announce to others, and 
which was to himself, from the hour in which he first re­
ceived it " in truth " to the last moment of his existence, 
the source of inward peace, the principle of ardent grati­
tude and love, and the motive to self.denying and deroted, 
yet spontaneous and delightful, obedience. Though few, 
perhaps, could have less to deplore as to any positire and 
wilful de\·iations from the path of moral rectitude and 
virtue, few of those who have been conscious that they 
had " much to be forgiven," have evinced a more broken 
and contrite spirit, or have "loved more," than the hum­
ble and gratefully devoted subject of these memoirs. 

Humility, springing, as it did in Swartz, from a deep 
conviction of the depravity of human nature, aud of his 
own immeasurable distance, even after his highest attain­
ments, from the demands of the perfect law of God, was, 
indeed, one of the distinguishing features of his character, 
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as it was the foundation of his security amidst many sur­
rounding dangers, and one of the most efficient causes of 
his excellence and his happiness. He was "clothed with 
humility." 

Combined with this peculiarly Christian principle, was 
that singular and tra?sparent simplicity, which so power­
fully recommended !um to men of e\'ery rank and every 
reli<Tion, and whiclr was the grand secret of his unpar­
alleled influence and success. Under any circumstances, 
Swartz would have been a man of integrity, and of frank 
and open manners; but it was his piety which produced 
in him that "freedom from guile," of which the Hebrew 
psalmist speaks, and which was characteristic of the 
Saviour himself, and of one of his earliest di~ciplcs, and 
that "simplicity and godly sincerity" which St. Paul de• 
clares was one of the sources of his own elevated joy. 
To him, as to that holy apostle, "to live was Christ." 
Separate from the attainment of his personal salvation, 
and from the daily and hourly endea1•or to promote that 
of others, from the exhibition of Christian doctrine and 
the exemplification of Christian precepts, from the en­
largement of the Redeemer's kingdom, and the pursuit of 
his glory, he had no object, no happiness, no desire. 
Never did any uninspired man discover more perfect sim­
plicity of purpose, and more patient and persevering labor 
in accomplishing it. Except, therefore, as connected with 
the one grand business of his life, all per5ons, places, and 
circumstances, were to him comparatively indifferent. 
To him, mere worldly pleasure presented no charms, the 
opportunity of gain no temptation, the pursuits of ambition 
no attraction. To all such allurements he was habitually 
and invariably insensible. lie passed unhurt amidst them 
all: and attained, as we have already seen, the rare dis­
tinction of the most unequivocal testimonies to his pos­
session of the purest and most disinterested virtue. Can 
we wonder, that one so pious, humble, upri~ht, and sin­
cere, should excite the veneration, and conciliate the con­
fidence of all around him; that Hindoo princes, observant 
and acute, should cultivate his friendship, invite his coun­
sel, and invoke his protection; that Mohammedan tyrants, 
subtle and suspicious, should respect his integrity and 
accept his mediation ; that European governors and offi­
cers, civil and military, should intrust to him the most 

34 
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important concerns, and co-operate with him in all his 
plans; that by the great body of the people of every class, 
he should be revered, idolize<l, and obeyed 1 

"Of Swartz," said Bishop Heber,"" and his fifty years 
)abor among the heathen, the extraordinary influence and 
popularity which he acquired, both with 1\1 ussulmans, 
Hindoos, and contending European governments, I need 
give you no account, except that my idea of him has been 
raise<l since I came into the south of India. I used to 
suspect, that, with many admirable qualities, there was 
too great a mixture of intrigue in his character; that he 
was too much of a political prophet, and that the venera­
tion which the heathen paid an<l still pay him, and which 
indeed almost regards him as a superior ueing, putting 
crowns and burning lights before his statue, was purchased 
by some unwarrantable compromise with their prejudices. 
I find I was quite mistaken. He was really one of the 
most active and fearless, as he was one of the most suc­
cessful missionaries ll'ho have appeared since the apostles. 
To say that he was disinterested in regard to money, is 
nothing; he was perfectly regardless of power, an<l re­
nown never seemed to affect him, even so far as to induce 
an ontwar<l show of humility. His temper was perfectly 
simple, open, and cheerful; and in his political negotia­
tions, (employments which he ne\·er sought for, but which 
fell in his way,) he never pretended to impartiality, but 
acted as the avowed, though certainly the successful and 
judicious agent of the orphan prince intrusted to his care, 
and from altempting whose conversion to Christianity he 
seems to have abstained from a feeling of honor.t His 
other converts were between six and seven thousand, be­
sides those which his predecessors and companions in the 
cause hail brought over." 

Such was the testimony of Bishop Heber, when writing 
from Trichinopoly, immediately after his most interesting 
and memorable visit to Tanjore, and within three days of 
his own unexpected anrl lamented removal from the world,. 
There he harl witnessed with almost overwhelming delight, 
the success of Swartz's lauors, and had pronounced the 
episcopal blessing in their own language upon more than 

• J ournnl, vol. ii. p. 461. 
t This remark is to be corrected by a reference top. 383.-Am. Ed. 
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thirteen hundred native Christians, assembled in one of 
his mission churches; and there, while standing on the 
grave of that apostolic man, he addressed both the mis­
sionaries and the people in a solemn and affecting charge, 
the deep impression of which can never, surely, be effaced 
from their remembrance, commending them to God, and 
to the word of his grace, and animating tt,em by the 
memory of their t.leparted father, to perseverance, fidelity, 
and Christian order. • 

If, as the messenger of the Lord of hosts, "the law of 
iruth was in his mouth," as the minister of the Prince of 
peace, the law of kindness which was in his heart prompt­
ed him upon every occasion to "speak the truth in love." 
Though " his spirit," like that of the apostle, " was stirred 
within him" while he beheld the surrounding idolatry, he 
inveighed not against it in terms of bitterness and reproach, 
but testified against its guilt and folly, "el'en weeping," 
and invited its wretched votarie~, in the tender language 
of the parahle of the prodigal son, to ari,e and return to 
their hcarnnly Father. Calm and dispassionate, he detect­
ed the sophistry of the brahmin, and refuted the cavils of 
the Mohammedan, by that perfect acquaintance with the 
doctrines and errors of both, which he had happily ac­
quired by the labor and the study of his early years,* and 
feared not, in the presence of princes ancl governors, to 
enforce the principles and precepts of the gospel in all 
their genuine simplicity and truth. 

The only tract in Tamul which he el'er published, ie 
still extensively circulated in the south of India, and in 
Ceylon ; and "when we read," says one of the native 
catechists in Tinnevcllv, "our late father Swartz's dia­
logues between a Chri;tian and a heathen, we are con­
strained to say, that he still lives to teach the present, yea, 
succeeding generations." 

The preaching, hm1•e1·er, and the instruction of Swartz, 
were not, as we have already seen, " with excellency of 
speech," or of man's "wisdom." He determined, like 
the great apostle, "to know nothing," whether among 
Hindoos or Europeans, "save Jesus Christ, and him cru­
cified." This di\·ine and all important topic, not stated 
barely or abstractedly as a point of doctrine, but displayed 

* See page 07. 
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in all its causes, connections a11d co11sequences, as the 
remedy for the guilt and the prevalence of sin, with apos­
tolic "uncorruptness, gravity, and sincerity, and with 
sound speech, which could not be condemned," co11l'inced 
and impressed multitudes of his hearers, and proved to 
many of them " the power of God unto salvation." His 
patience also, in teaching both adults and children, his 
anxiety not to swell, like Xavier, and other Romish mis­
sionaries, the mere numbers of his converts, but to render 
them intelligent, humble, practical Christians, and his 
entire freedom from all ostentation or exaggeration in the 
periodical reports of his proceedings, are particularly de­
serving of commendation. 

Among the qualities which tended materially to accredit 
and recommend him as a missionary, was that sweetness 
of disposition, and that cordiality and kindness of address 
which, springing " out of a pure heart, and of a good con­
science, and of faith unfeigned," shed an aspect of benig­
nity and cheerfulness over his countenance, and added a 
charm to hi~ very appearance, and persuasion to his lips. 
He was at peace with God, and his heart was habitually 
animated by that love to him, which irresistibly expanded 
in love to his brother also. In him was remarkably exem­
plifiecl the beautiful observation of Lord Ilacou ; " Cer­
tainly it is heaven upon earth to have a man's mind move 
in charity, rest in Providence, and turn upon the poles of 
truth." 

Those who knew him personally, unanimously agree, 
that it was impossible to converse with Swartz without 
being convinced of the identity of true piety and real 
lrnppiness. Though, like the aged patriarch, at the close 
of life, amidst the pressure of disease and pain, and in the 
anticipation of eternity, he might be allowed to call the 
present a '' sorrowful world," few, perhaps, ever passed 
through it with nobler or purer enjoyment. He was 
equally welcome and equally happy, at the palace and the 
cottage, amidst the councils of princes, a11d the instruction 
and conversation of the poor. His well informed and 
liberal mind, and cheerful, unaffected manners, rendered 
him an acceptahlP. guest at the table or the military com­
mander, and in the houses of the civil servants of the East 
India Company; and whether among the rich or the poor, 
his one great object was ever kept in view, of promoting 
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the honor of his heavenly l\Iaster, and the present and 
future welfare of maukind. ,veil had he studied, and 
eminently did he illustrate, St. Paul's eloquem description 
of the ministerial character, "Giving no offence in auy 
thing, that the ministry be not blamed ; but in all things 
approving ourselres as the ministers of God; in much 
patience, in afllictions, in necessities, in distresses, in labors, 
in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, uy knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left; by honor and dishonor, by e1·il report and good 
report; as deceivers and yet true; as unknown, and yet 
well known; as dying, and behold we lil'e; as chastened, 
and not killed; as sorrowful, yet alll'ay rejoici11g; as poor, 
J•et making many rich; as ha1·ing nothing, and yet pos­
sessing all things." 

Of the beneficence and charity of Swartz it is difficult 
to speak in terms of adequate praise. From the com­
mencement to the completion of his missionary course, he 
realized the beautiful, and only traditionary aphorism of 
our Saviour, that" it is more blessed to gi1·e than to re­
ceire." With his brethren and associates he di1·iderl one 
portion of his allowances from gol'ernment, expended 
another in the erection of churches and schools, and with 
a third maintained catechists and teachers. lie not only 
1·isited the fatherless and widoll's in their ailliction, but 
during the greater part of his life, the education and sup­
port of orphans formed one of the principal and most de­
lightful objects of his daily attention and employment. 
Such was his paternal alfection for the poor and destitute, 
that on disco,·ering what he supposed to be a benevolent 
establishment for orphans at Seringapatam, he could not 
help indulging a glow of kindly feeling e\'cn towardi., 
Hyder Ali himself. We have seen, too, notwithstanding 
the generous expenditure of his whole life, that by hus­
banding his resources, he prol'ed a permanent benefactor 
at his death to the sacred cause to which he had been so 
simply, yet so energetically dernted. 

It will readily be imagined, that, without assuming any 
undue authority, the influence of this eminent man with 
his coadjutors, and with the native teachers and con\'erts, 
was commanding and supreme. He was, upon the 

34. 
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soundest principles of reason and Scripture, a lover of 
order, regularity, and just obedience. \Vhen, a few years 
after his death, on the proposal by his successors of some 
new regulations to which some objections were made by 
the native Christians 011 the ground that while l\Ir. Swartz 
was with them 110 such rules had existed, the missionaries 
replied, that "during their revered father's lifetime, his 
presence and his word had been i11stead of all regula­
tions;" and at a later period, Christian Dal'id, the son 
of the pious Sattianaden, observed, that "Swartz gaYe 
good advice to the natil'e priests, catechists, school111asters, 
pupils, and converts, and composed all their di!ferences 
with apostolic discretion and lol'e." 

The talents and acquirements of a man so highly 
honored and so eminently an,J extensively useful, could 
be of no ordinary and limited kind. His natural endow­
ments were, howel'er, by no means brilliant or command­
ing. A sound judgment, calm and steady energy, great 
acuteness and sagacity in the discernment of character, 
and in the conduct of important affairs, resolution and per­
severance in the execution of plans deliberately formed, 
were their principal characteristics. Though not pro­
foundly learned, in addition to the knowledge of classical 
literature which he acquired in Germany, he was a good 
Hebrew scholar,* and a master of the Tamul and Persian, 
the Hindoostanee, the l\Iahraua, and the Indo-Portuguese 
tongues. These were all which were practically useful 
in the position which he occupied in India. The stores 
of Sanscrit learning would otherwise have been objects 
of his research. The correctness and ease with which he 
wrote ;rnd spoke the English language were remarkable. 
From the period of his settlement at Trichinopoly, he 
was indeed, closely connected ancl identified with English 
society, habits, and manners. lie was warmly and loyally 
attached to the British government and interests in India, 
anxious only for the correction of abuses, and the render­
ing of our growing ascendancy an<l power subservient to 
the moral and religious, as well as civil and political, 
welfare of the natives of the vast empire so wonderfully 
submitted to our control. His cultivation of English 

• Dr. Buchanan mentions that he found at Tnnjore some Syria.a 
tr;icta, translated by Mr. Swartz from the Germ;in. 
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literature, though· in some degree general, was chiefly 
confined, as might be expected, to our theological writers. 

If to these intellectual endowments and altainments, be 
added that entire freedom from e1·ery selfish aud personal 
consirleration, whether of wealth, fame, or power, that 
perfect disinterestedness and integrity, which the united 
voice of friends and enemies, of contemporaries and suc­
ceeding inqllirers has so unequivocally and so justly 
ascribed to him, it caunot he a subject of surprise, that 
he should subdue the prejudices and win the hearts of all 
around him ; and that without the ~1 iglatest wish lo be 
thus employed, his interposition and as~istance should, 
upon various occasions, have been solicited and courted 
in affairs of civil and political importance, in every one 
of which the result was equally honorahle to the upright­
ness of his principles, and the ability of his conduct. 
"The spirit of power and of lore, and of a rn1111d mind," 
was in this, as well as in every other part of his character, 
conspicuous and predominant, aud tended al once to give 
him fo1·or, and to render him acceptable both with God 
and with meu. 

The personal habits of this extraordinary man ha1·e been 
already sufticiently apparent. Simplicity, 111oderation, self­
denial, activity, regutarity, patience, kindness, courtesy, 
cheerfulness, pervaded his every thought, word, and action. 
He was engaged in a multiplicity of atf.iirs, civil and 
political, as well as religious; wrote, and for many years 
corresponded much, both on matters of public business 
and of private friendship; but such was his l'igor and such 
his habits of application and despatch, that he was nel"er 
hurried or orerwhelmed. l1 is farnrite recreation seems to 
haYe been in the intercourse of Christian friendship, and 
in the exercise of Christian psalmody, the taste for which 
he acquired in his youth, and the melody of which soothed 
his departing hours. 

How frequently the repose of the night was interrupted 
by the necessary occupations of business, or the more 
sacred duties of de,·otion, we have before had occasion to 
observe ; and when, a few years after his departure, Dr. 
Buchanan visited Tanjore, he was tolJ that Swartz seldom 
preached to the natives without previous study, and that 
he continued a diligent student to the last,-thus proving, 

• by his powerful example, what is also eminently illustrated 
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by that of -'farlyn, that though human learning or know!• 
edge is not to super;ede tint which is dirine, or the medi­
tations of the student to preclude a humble dependence 
on the teaching which is from abo1·e, they are, at the same 
time, the be;t companions and auxiliaries or missionary 
piet~·. and mis5ionary tabor and success. 

It i, remarkable, considering the length or his career, 
and the rariety, and frequently the t.lifficulty and delicacy, 
of his e11za!!er11e11ts. thai the testimonies 10 the character 
and conduct of Sw~rtz should be concurrent ant.I unani­
mous: that, with the single exception of his supposed 
tendency to political interference, which has been so 
perfectly refuted, there should be ab50lutely 110 discordant 
1·oice; that all, howe1·er ditrerinz on other poi:its, should 
agree in admiring and re,·ering iiim. It was not that his 
principles and his proceedinzs were unirersally appro1·ed ; 
for many, doubtles~, both H'indoos and Europeans, from 
unbelief or mere nominal Christianity, thought both the 
one and the other mi5taken, risionarr, an<l extreme; while 
others might perhaps hare been inclined to interrupt or 
oppo5e him in his plans and labors. But such was his 
wisdom, his prude11ce, his blamelesmess, his sanctity, his 
acknowledged usefulness and beneficence, that prejudice 
was di5arrned, malice was defeated; enrnit_r, if at any time 
it existed, was subdued. Those who would willingly hare 
blamed, found no ju;;t !!round of complaint against him, 
and those "who were of the contrary part irerc ashamed, 
hninz no e,·il lhinz to sar of him." 

It is still more e:maordinarl' that, whether durin~ the 
extended cour5e of his mini;-tr;·, or durinO' the lonz inter­
ml or years which ha,·e e!ap~e"d since hi; departu~e to a 
higher world, no one, whaterer mig"ht be his dispositions, 
relations, or opporlunitie~. has e,·er as:;erted or in:;inuated 
any thing injurious or depreciating respecting the char­
acter or memorr of this admirable man. It is not in­
tended to be affi;med thnt he was faultless. The sins and 
imperfections of the holie,t -of the sons of men, and his 
own singular humili1y, and unaffected ackno11ledgments, 
sufficiently preclude w <1rrozant and inconsistent a claim. 

It is, howerer, undoubtedly true, that, whatever may 
bat'e been the failings and infirmities of Swartz, they were 
known onh· to him~elf and to God. Br his fellow-mortals 
they haie ~ot only ne,·er been proclai~ed, but ne,·er even 
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conjectured. He was like the patriarch of old, "perfect 
and upright in his generation," and, so far as the ob:,errn­
tion and scrutiny of man extended, exemplary and blame­
less. To what erer degree this peculiar excellence really 
belonged to him, he owed it, as he would gratefully hare 
acknowledged, to the principles and motires of the gospel, 
and to that grace of God which had made him what be 
was, by which he ennobled the name of missionary, and 
displayed in these later days the rirtue5 of the apostolic 
age. But he has long since quilled a state of being from 
which imperfection is inseparable, and has joined the 
assembly of the "just made perfect," wbere, clothed with 
that robe of righteousness to which by faith in his Re­
deemer he alon~ trusted for acceptance, he has been 
"presented faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy." 

The character and example of Swartz hare been justly 
exhibited as a model to protestant missionaries of erery 
class during more thm half a century. "The bishop," 
obserres the biographer of a late Oriental Prelate,• "used 
to say at his table at Calc1111a, that he wished a copy of 
the memoirs of Swartz might be placed in the hands of 
erery student at Ifohop's College, and erery missionary 
throughout the diocese." The peculiar nature of his ex­
ample renders it eminently worthy of 5Uch a recommenda­
tion. It is not that of 011e whose talents or acquirements 
were so exalted and extensire as to dazzle and confound 
the beholders, an<l, by its immense superiority, or una\­
tainable excellence, to preclude all hope of successful 
imitation. It i,, as we ha,·e alread1· obsened, that of a 
man of solid, but not in themsehes· and separately con­
~idered, of uncommon endowments; thou:rh, in their 
proportion, combination, and harmony, it 'inu~t be ad­
mitted, not ofiea witnessed or pos;.es,ed. Sound, how­
erer, and Yaluable as his intellectual powers and acquisi­
tions were, his moral au<l reli:;ious qualities were tho~ 
which chietly distinguished him : which ga~·e force and 
energy to hi~ character, which conciliated the e;.teem, and 
Eecured the confidence of all, and which ha,·e rendered 
his name illustrious, and his memory, as well as his labors, 
w inestimable a Lle,siag to the church aud to the world. 

• Biief )lemoirs, by the Rer. Edward James, p. 105. 
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It was the triumph of principles and of conduct purely 
and eminently Christian, of that singleness of eye and 
simplicity of purpose, which al first carried him willingly 
and with his whole heart to India, of that faith, hope, and 
love, which, placing full before him " the prize of his 
high calling," the "crown of righteousness," the "crown 
of life," and strengthening, animating, and constraining 
him, led to that "patient continuance in well doing," 
whether in the humbler or more elevated departments of 
his duty, which at length conducted him to "glory, and 
honor, and immortality." 

And let not any one imagine, that this is a course 
which, though easily descrihed, may be easily exemplified 
and pursued. The grace which originated so holy and 
self-denying a purpose, as that of abandoning the ties of 
kindred and of country, and of crossing distant seas, and 
sojourning in strange, and partially civilized regions, of 
acquiring difficult, and, in any other view, for the most 
part uninteresting languages, and of associating with those 
whose errors, superstitions, and vices could not but be 
peculiarly painful and revolting to a religious mind, is 
widely different from that which may legitimately lead to 
a dedication to the office of the ministry in a native and 
a Christian land; while the grace which, amidst incessant 
toil, frequently amidst discouragement and disappointment, 
not seldom under the pressure of infirmity, and amidst the 
prevalence and the danger of surrounding disease and 
death, and, what is more than all, amidst perpetual tempta­
tions to the indulgence of cnpidity and earthly gratifica­
tion, must be allowed, by all who a.re competent to form a 
correct judgment upon the subject, to be equally rare and 
exclusively Christian, to be the result only of the closest 
and most uninterrupted communion with God; of unre­
mittinCT watchfulness and self-comrol ; of habitual and 
unbroken me<litation upon the inspired sources of wisdom 
11nd consolation, and of fervent and persel'ering prayer. 
Yet such was the course which the grace of God originally 
inspired in the breast of the snbject of these memoirs, 
and which it continued uninterruptedly to cherish, and, at 
the close of fifty years, crowned with unexampled success 
and honor. 

Of the extent to which his character and his services 
were held in admiration and reverence, the pious mis-
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sionary himself was utterly and unaffectedly unconscious. 
Neither in his public nor in his private correspondence, 
can the slightest trace be discerned of any feeling of self­
complacency. His history affords a striking and encour­
aging illustration of the truth of that general principle of 
the conduct of Almighty God towards mankind,-" Them 
that honor me I will honor ; " and of that corresponding 
declaration of our Lord and Master,-" lr any man serve 
me, him will my Father honor." It was verified in the 
respect and confidence which his name inspired, both ia 
India and in Europe, in the esteem and affection of the 
wise and good, in the signal blessing which accompanied 
his labors, and in the rnneration with which his memory 
is every where cherished. 

Honored, however, as he was, both in his life and in 
his death, he was still in this world, to adopt the beautiful 
language of the son of Sirach, " like the morning star in 
the midst of a cloud," which intercepted, and partially 
obscured his rays, and deprirnd him at once of his native 
lustre, and of his unimpeded influence and power. But 
he kindled in the south of India a light which has beea 
continually growing brighter and stronger, and is hasten­
ing, as we devoutly trust, to a more complete and "perfect 
day;" while he is already, to the eye of faith, exalted 
"among the children of Goel," above the brightness of all 
earthly glory, and shall ere long "shine forth like the 
sun," in full and unclouded splendor, " in the kingdom 
of their Father." 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Some account of the state of the i\lission since the death of Swart~. 

Compiled b1 lhe Americnn Editor. 

Sw AnTZ left behind him several coadjutors, by whose 
zealous exertions the cause of Christianity continued to 
flourish. The senior of these, was the excellent Gerickc, 
who, though statedly resident at Vepery, near l\ladras, 
occasionally assisted .Mr. Kohlhoff, the successor of Swartz 
at Tanjore, and particularly co-operated with the indefati­
gable Jrenicke, in the south of the peninsula. Jrenicke 
died in the early part of 18011. He was a great blessing 
to the congregation and school at Tanjore, and an im­
portant instrument of the enlargement of the kingdom of 
Christ in the countries of the south, where he erected 
several churches, established schools, and, in various ways, 
promoted the kingdom of his l\lasler. 

In the following year, .Mr. Gerickc reported the gratify­
ing intelligence that some new congregations had recently 
sprung up in the south ; that at Dindcgal and Madura, 
chapels were building; and that he had determined to 
employ Sattianaden, as an itinerant teacher, at these and 
other places. At Kanclagadi, Adanjour, anrl Leratoor, 
many were converted to the faith, and chapels were erected 
for divine worship. The majority of these new members 
were of the collary-caste, who had been noted robbers. A 
new school-house was also opened al Tanjore, capable of 
accommodating aborn a thousand children, in which the 
English, the provincial, and the Tamul schools were col­
Iecled together. 
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Early in 1S03, l\Ir. Gericke travelled through the l\Iy­
sore, and from thence to Palamcotta, and nearly to the 
extremity of the peninsula. He found the people very 
eager for instruction. :\lany of the natives had broken 
their idols, and buried them in the ground. In the course 
of this journey, more than 1,300 persons were baptized. 
After his departure, the native teachers formed 18 new 
congregations, and instructed and ba~tized 2,i00 people, 
so that the number of the comerts did not fall short of 
4,000. Considerable persecution was excite<l in conse­
quence. It was silenced at length by the interference of 
the collector of the district. In connection with the ex­
traordinary number of persons admitted to the church by 
Gericke, it should be recollected that various means of 
grace had been in actirn operation for many years in the 
southern districts, under the direction of Swartz, .lccnicke, 
and Sattianaden. Fen-ent prayers had also been long 
offered for the di1·ine blessing. 

Soon after his return from the south, 1\Ir. Gericke was 
attacked by a fever, of which he died at Vellore, Oct. 12, 
1S03, in the 62d year of his age, a111l in the 38th of his 
labors as a missionary to India. He ha<l been greatly 
afflicted in his domestic relations, having lost a daughter 
and an only son, whom he greatly and desenedly loved. 
His character was mild, meek, and humble. His con­
versation was very agreeable from the stores of information 
which he had accumulated. The simplicity and integrity 
of his character had obtained for him the ti1le of " tlie 
71rimitii-e Cltristian." His readiness and diligence in 
doing good were unwearied, and his charities were munifi: 
cent. Iu 1S00, he rebuilt the church at Cuddalore, out 
of his own funds, and at his death, besides a provi~ion for 
the Christian poor at Negapatam, he left to the Vepery 
mission about six thousand pounds sterling, together with 
the rerersion of another considerable sum and a large 
house on the demise of his widow. He was, in short, 
only inferior in piety and benevolence to Swartz himself. 

Upon l\Ir. Kohlhoff now devoh·ed, in addi1ion to the ex­
lensive Tanjore mission, and the care of the numerous 
congregations between Palamcotta and Cape Comorin, the 
chaplaincy of the new English garrison at Tanjore. l\lr. 
CIBmerer of Tranquebar and the catechists were the only 
assistance which could be for some time procured. Re-

35 
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peated applications for new missionaries were made at 
Halle in 1•ain. The wmerable professor Schultz of the 
orphan house had rested from his labors. In 1806, !\fr. 
Christopher Horst, a German student, who had assisted 
l\lr. Gericke, was ordained, and appointed to the Tanjore 
mission. He died in 1810, to the great regret of all the 
friends of the mission. His extensive learning, amiable 
disposition, and uncommon attention to business, ha<l 
afforded the most sanguine hopes of his proving a great 
blessing to the mission. 

A short time previously to the death of Mr. Horst, 
Dr. Buchanan visited Trichinopoly and Tanjore on his 
way to l\ladras. This arclent and munificent friend of 
the missionary cause, contemplated with great delight, 
the scene of Swartz's labors, while he witnessed the 
numbers aud apparent happiness of the native converts, 
the piety, zeal, and learning of Kohlhoff, Horst, Pohle 
and John, and the simple eloq11e11ce of the aged Sattian­
aden. ,vherever he travelled, this eminent man left 
behind him the traces of his Christian beneficence. In 
1805, Dr. Duchanan's l\Iemoir on the Expediency of an 
Ecclesiastical Establishmeut for British Inclia, was pub­
lished in England. On the renewal of the charter of the 
East ludia Company in 1812, a pro1·ision was made for 
the eetablishment of the bishopric of Calcutta, and of an 
archdeaconry at each of the three presidencies. In con­
sequence of these efforts, a number of churches have been 
erected, schools built and endowed, and the Bishop's 
college for training native youth, established at Calcutta. 
A bishopric has lately been erected for Madras. 

The rnission at Tranquebar has been, for some time, 
gradually verging towards decay. At Trichinopoly, !\Jr. 
Pohle maintained the ori~inal foundation of Swartz, and 
labored faithfully till i8 I 8, though he ne1·er added greatly 
to the 11un1ber:; of the congregation. Ilut al Tnnjore, 
and iu the ~urro1111cling co11111ry, a11d in Ti11ne1·elly, and 
southward toward:; Ca1le Co1110ri11, the more exte118i1·e 
field planted by Swart;:, and during more tha11 twe11ty 
years cultiratecl by Iii~ lahors, and hy those of Gerickc, 
Jronicke, a11d KohlhofT, and more recentlv hv the \·aluable 
assislanr.e of ShPrsch1wider, Ilaubroe, ·an;] Rosen, the 
triumphs of the gn~pel have been progressil'e and de­
lightful. In whatever part of Southern India inquiry has 
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been made as to the existence of nntire protestant Chris­
tians, some of the converts of Swartz and Gericke hare 
been discorered, thus showing the be11eficial influence of 
the early missions. About the year 1817, the number 
of protestant Christians in the district of Ti1111evelly 
amounted to about 4,000, scattered through 63 villages. 
"The 11umber of conrerts," says bishop Heber, writing 
from Trichinopoly in lt3:2G, "is gradually increasing; and 
there are in the south of India, about :!00 protestant con­
gregatinns, the numbers of which have been raguely 
stated at 40,000. T doubt wl1ether they reach 15,000; 
but e\·en this, all things considered, is a great number." 
The calculation of bishop Heber i~ thought to be below 
the real amount. The number of native Christians on 
the coast of Coromandel, and in the southern di~tricts of 
the peninsula is supposed to be 20,000; while the total 
number of con1·erts from the co111me11cemc11t of the mis­
sions, may be fairly estimated at Gn,ooo. l\lnny of them 
arc, doubtless, merely nominal Christiaus. 

These missions ha1·e been transferred from the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and placed 
under the superintendence of the bishop of Calcutta. 

The following statements furnish the most recent intel­
ligence which we hare received from the rn issions. Of 
the Bishop's college at Calcutta, W. II. l\lill, D. D. is 
principal; G. W. Withers, professor; 1\I. R. De l\lello, 
missionary; James Sykes, printer; Ilowyer, Cmmerer, 
Godfrey, Horst, Jeremiah, Jones, Simpson, catechists, con­
nected with the college but employed in varinus quarters. 
The daily attendance of scholars is 1,25i. A natil'c stu­
dent, l\Iohesh Chunder Ghose, has been admitted under 
circumstances of great interest, with the view of future 
employment as a mis~ionary. 

The property left to the Vepery and Tanjore missions 
by Swartz and Gericke, has been transferred to the Com­
mittee of the Society by the executors, in order to secure 
it from the casualties of individual trust. It now amounts 
to 101,600 sicca rupees. 

The scholars connected with the l\ladras mission and 
the outstations amount to 3,2;!0. The Society has granted 
14,0GO rupees for the erection of mission and school­
houses, and other buildings. At Vepery, J. L. Irion, 
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m1ss101rnry, two catechists and six natin; assistants, are 
laboring. Dr. Rottier, on account of advancc><l age, has 
retired from actirn duties. The communicants are 411. 
There arc in 27 schools 1,071 scholars. Four native 
young men arc in the seminary. At Tanjore, J.C. Kohl­
hoff a11d A. C. Tho111pso11 arc missionaries; C. D. Horst, 
catechi,l. "l\Ir. Kohllwff has been much hindered in his 
work from sickness. The children under i11struction 
amount to J ,:;~G. In the English school are mauy pro­
mising youth. At Trichinopoly, H. D. Schreyvogel labors 
as a missionary. There aw four serrices weekly. Com­
municants, I :{8; scholars, 3-10 in 13 schools. 

The rnissions of the Church l\l issionary Society in 
Southern India, occupyiug i11 part the scene of Swartz's 
labors, embrace 10 statio11s, 15 ordained European mis­
sionaric~, :J;!~ 11atil'c assistants, 224 schools, 7,2i 5 schol­
ars, and 441 communicants. Ample and highly inter­
esting details of the progress of true knowledge and 
piety ha1·e been furnished. In scl'eral huudred rillages, 
the sacred rolume is statedly read and explained. It is 
now found to be very difiicult by the heathen, to support 
the annual idol celebration at Tinnel"elly. The car has 
been materially lightened, and eren now, there are not 
persons enough to draw it. Every month, a large number 
of teachers a11d catechists assemble at Palamcottu for the 
purpose of receiving religious instruction from the resident 
missionary. lu short, there has been not only a great 
abandonment of external idolatry, but many individuals 
have apparently received the truth as it is in Jesus. 

l\lr. Spaulding of the American mission in Ceylon, 
writing from Palamcotta, under <late of Jannary 30, 1834, 
says, "Tinnevclly is a large town of 22,000 inhabitants, 
and for a native place, bears the marks of wealth. In 
Palamcotta, the rnissiouaries have one chapel and two or 
three other places where they have schools." On the ;3d 
of February, l\lr. S. went with l\lr. Rhenius to the church 
where the catechists, 85 in numher, were assembled, in­
cluding scH:n head catec_hists. l\lost of them were from 
villages from tc11 to one hundred miles distant. All, as it 
was hoped, were true followers of Christ. The head 
catechists arc cHptains of fifties, as the others are of tens; 
and over all is John Del'asagayam, the nati,·e priest. 

The Loudon Missionary Society have twelve stations 
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in Southern Iudia, where the prevalent language is the 
Tamul, though the l\Ialayalim and others are spoken. 
The names of the stations are Bangalore, Salem, Coim­
batorc, Quilon, Nagcrcoil, Neyoor, Combaconum, Chit­
tore, l\Iadras, Tripasorc, Cuddapah, and Vizagapatam. 
The number of ordained European missiouaries is sixteen. 
The number of assistants is about JOO; of schools, 20S; 
scholars, 5,656. In the eastern llirisiou of the South 
Trarancore mission, there arc 51 outstations. The sem­
inary has 2G youths. In six months, 30,000 tracts had 
been printed for the N agcrcoil and Palamcotta Tract So­
ciety. A spirit of inquiry has been excited among some 
of the heathen of high caste, who readily recei\·e the 
Scriptures and tracts. In the western division of South 
Trarnncore, the outstations are G4; about iOO families 
are under instruction, and 2,500 persons constant attend­
ants on the means of grace. About 700 persons re­
nounced idolatry in 183::?. 

In the early part of the year 1834, the Prudential 
Committee of the American Iloard of Commissioners for 
Foreign l\Iissions, adopted the following resolutions. 

" 1. Whereas Providence indicates that the time has 
come when a mission among the Tamul people oo the 
Coromandel coast should be commenced,-

" Resolved, That the mission in Ceylon be instructed 
to send two of their own number to the coast opposite to 
Jaffna, for the purpose of commencing the mission. • 

"2. And whereas it is of importance to facilitate the 
printing of Bibles and tracts for the benefit of the Tamul 
people in southern India, and whereas Jaffna is compar­
atively ditlicult of access from this country, on account of 
its insular position, while l\Iadras is conveniently situated 
for the operations of a Tamul printing establishment,-

" Resolred, That while it is expedient to maintain a 
printing establishment in Jaffna for the immediate use of 
the mission in that district, it is proper, should Providence 
permit, that another establishment be placed in l\ladras; 
and that such an establishment be attempted on the return 
of l\lr. Winslow to India." 

As this portion of Hindoostan falls within the l\ladras 
presidency, application was made to the governor at 
Madras for leave to extend the mission to the continent. 
Permission was given to open stations in any part of the 
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district. On the 21st of July, 1834, Messrs. Hoisington 
and Todd, l\lrs. Todd, with Francis Asbury, Edward 
Warren, 1st, and Edward \Varren, 2d, native catechists 
and helpers, left Ceylon to commence a mission at l\Iadura. 
l\lr. Spaulding accompanied them with the expectation of 
returning rnon. Mrs. Hoisington from Ceylon will soon 
join the mission. The distance from Jaffna to Madura 
is about 120 miles. The mission has been commenced 
uuder very favoraule auspices, as the missionaries are well 
supplied with books, tracts, and native helpers. The 
people were found ready to hear, as well as eager to 
receive books and tracts. The population of l\laclura is 
50,000, and of the district 1,:300,000. The city is en­
circled with walls, and may be emphatically termed "a 
city of temples." The principal wall of the largest 
temple is not less than three quarters of a mile in cir­
curuference. The temple has at least ten thousand massy 
pillars of stone. l\Iay it soou be reclaimed to the sen-ice 
of .Tehornli, and may the ulessing of the Head of the 
church crow11 with great success, this effort of American 
Christians to labor on the ground once trodden by the 
feet of Swartz, Gerickc, and Kohlhoff 




